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.  1225,  1240,  1259,  1269,  1285,  1302,  1323, 
1376,  1393,  1398,  1419,  1420,  1424,  1444, 
1445,  1483,  1489,  1504,  1510,  1525,  1533, 
1548,  1550,  1566,  1599,  1618,  1622,  1646, 
1661,  1662,  1666,  1683,  1686,  1700,  1755, 
1756,  1768,  1806,  1812,  1813,  1880,  1921, 
1949,  1972,  2002,  2004,  2049,  2055,  2100, 
2101,  2103,  2194,  2195,  22u2,  2205,  2212, 
2216.  2225,  2231.  2233,  2238,  2240,  2251, 
2269,  2270,  2287,  2299.  2310,  2312,  2320, 
2329,  2370,  2371,  2376,  2434,  2438,  2463, 

2464,  2469,  2488 

resolutions  by. •..104, 128,  637,  761,  845,  921, 
928,  942,  1208, 1460,  2030,  2140,  2232 

remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth 90 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  L. 
Worth - 112 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  binding  of  certain  docu- 
ments  129, 332 

card  explanatory  of  iiis  vote  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  memorial  of  the  Industrial  dongress.  .199 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assign- 
ability of  land  warrants.  ..302,  310,  667,  668 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steamboats .331, 

504,  505,  1702, 1710,  1742 

rtmarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A. 
Capron 367 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  tlie  proceed- 
In^  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Cap- 
tain Latimer 328 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bill 399, 

1048, 1082, 1083, 1084 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  T. 
Floyd 418 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
Kossuth 588 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 
Leggttt 604 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  £.  A. 
McNeill : 606 

remarks  oi\  the  joint  resolution  defining  the 
number  of  tectorial  votes  that  each  State 
will  be  entitled  to,  dc.c...<. 619 

remarks  in  relation  tu  visiting  the  steamship 
Baltic 657 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 708 

ramarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 
for  entertainment  of  Kossuth.  .718,  719,  722 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Kuykendall 727 

remarks  on  the  bill  providinii:  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol.. 747,  749, 
750. 1024, 1027, 1029, 1030. 1031,  1033, 1052 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Cal- 
lahan  787,788,789,790 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  Capi- 
tol  845,  846,  847 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery .881, 882,  883,  885 

f^qnarks  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Commit- 
.t^  on  Printing,  and  resignation  as  one  of  the 
4M>mmittee 1047 

remarks  of  a  personal  character  in  relation  to 
the  public  printing,  and  the  action  of  tlie  Com- 
ipittet  on  tainting 1096 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates 1187, 1188 

jremarks  on  the  biU  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  claims  growing  out  of  military  operations 
in  California 1205 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  r^c^ulate  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  district  judge  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts 1420.  1421 

ovmarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Lnn^ 
fridge.,, 1450f 


Borland,  Solon,  of  Arkansas — 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  the  mass  of  the 
public  lands  certain  reserved  lands  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas 1589 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a  com- 
pendium of  the  public  documents..  161 1,1612 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  and 
Richard  H.  Bean 1618,  1620,  1621 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
B.Lomax 1622 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day.  1651 

personal  explanation  by 1700 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  public  lands  in  California. 1772 

remarks  in  relation  to  Catlin's  collection  of 
paintings 1548,  1846 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1785,  1865 

remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  an  exchange  of 
school  lands 1879, 1880 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  free  distribu- 
tion of  the  laws  and  debates. .2003 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  exploration  of  the 
seas  in  the  region  of  the  v^hale  fisheries  .204 1 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  1892,  1894, 1895 

remarks  on  the  bill  exchanging  certain  lands 
with  the  city^f  Memphis 2194 

remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post 
routes 2329,  2330,  2331 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election 

of  public  printer 2324, 

2325,  2328,  2329,  2336.  2337,  2338 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 1000, 

1013,1014,1161,1162 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns   203, 204 , 

205,  207,  246,  251,  261,  262,  263,  265,  476 

remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law.  1952 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill -.764 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 
943,  944,  945,  946, 947, 948, 1005,  1006, 1007 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 

Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz 931 , 

933,  935,  936,  937 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 
patentees 1566, 1571,  1572,  1573 

remarks  on  the  bill  fpr  the  establishment  of  a 
telegraph  and  mail  line  to  California. .  .1685, 

1686.  1758.  1759,  1762,  1764 

remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs.  .1834, 

1835 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2431 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1136,  1 143, 

1144, 1146, 1162, 1168, 1467, 1468, 1494,  1700 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  ascertain  the 
claims  for  Indian  depredations  in  California, 

2108,  2116 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  assign- 
ees of  the  contmctors  for  removing  the  Choc- 
taw Indians 1406 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  print- 
ing Dr. Owen's  geological  report.. 1443.  1144 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1164, 1190,  119».  1204, 

1268,  1292. 1328,  1390, 1468,  1483,  1494 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  balances 

due  the^  Creek  Indians 1462, 

1465,  1466,  1956 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  procure  copies 
of  the  Spanish  laws  and  decrees  affecting  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  New  Mexico 1479 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 909, 

923,  924,  925 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Nautiral 
Almanac 1496,  1498 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Shaw- 
nee Indians 2085.  2102 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill .  .52252, 
2998, 2311,  2378, 2392.  2408, 2420 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  public  pnntme  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 
cent 2394,  2397,  2398. 2399,  2400,  2401 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  publication 
of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition, 

2252,2255 

remarks  on  the  proposition  in  regard  to  intro- 
duction of  water  into  Washington. 2289,  2290 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  salary  and  outfit 

of  a  Commissioner  to  China 2420,  2421 

Boundary.     (See  Mexican  Btmndmry  Commission.) 

line  of  the  naval  hospital  at  New  York,  joint 
resolution  for  streightenlng  the.. 774,  78^»  966 


Boundary — 
an  act  to  reduce  and  define  the  boundaries  or  th^ 
military  reserve  at  the  St.  Peter's  river,  in  th«» 

Territory  of  Minnesota 1390, 

1398.1541,1601,  227  J: 
line  of  the  Creek  country,  appropriation   to  de^ 

fray  the  expense  of  running  the •  .21Sf 

between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  resoIu-> 
tion  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Commis^ 

sioner  in  running  the •  •  •f^7% 

between  the  States  of  Missouri  and  low-*,  pro- 
posed appropriation  for  running  the  .2379, 2419 
Bounty.    (See  Fishing  Bounty.) 
Bounty  Lands.    (See  Land  JVarrants.) 
bill  eranting,  to  certain  ofiicera,  seamen,   and 
others,  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  navaJ 

service  of  the  United  States 694,  2309 

Bouton,  Richard  M..  George  Wright,  and    tho 

widow  of  Marvin  W.Fisher.. 984, 1813.  1834 

Bowen.  Nancy,  bill  for  the  relief  of . . .  .629,  144'tf 

Bowmar,  Joseph  H.  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  440» 

729,  785,  2041 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atcliison 729,  730 

Mr.  Cass 200S 

Air.  Downs. .«..•••••.•■■•..........  .7^^ 

'730,*  785,  mijmsl  2006*  200T 

Mr.  Felch 785.  2004,  200e 

Mr.  Prait 729 

Boyd,  J.,  of  Louisiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .991 , 

1460.  2204,  2219 

Brace,  Rev.  C.  L.,  resolution  concerning. . .  .120S 

Bradbury,  James  W.,  of  Maine. .  1,  60,  91,  103, 

.104,  111,  153,  186,  198,  202,  209,  226,  227, 

228.  230,  244.  259.  272,  298,  307,  363,  364, 

366,  389,  397,  400,  410,  418,  424,  430.  431, 

486,  510,  541,  602,  651.  682,  693,  694,  702, 

703,  709,  724,  725,  746,  772,  773,  774,  775, 

790,  844,  845,  849,  879,  920,  929,  965,  991, 

992, 1046, 1052,  1054,1068, 1081,  1082, 114], 

1161,   1192,   1198,  1199,  1205,  1226,  1259, 

1285,  1301,   1336.   1352,  1354.  1363,   1364, 

1489,   1495.  1524.   1533.  1547,  1590,  1591, 

1602,  1666,   1686,  1736,   1768,  2168,  2169, 

2204,  2216,  2225,  2252,  2267,  2269.  2327, 

2370    2374    2390 
resolutions  by.  ..424.  694.  709,  967, 1769,  2370 
remarks  on  the  propriety  of  printing  a  compen- 
dium of  the  public  documents 202. 

1610. 161).  1619 
remarks  on  the  rules  in  regard  to  public  busi- 
ness  208 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 

Hetzel 229 

remarks  on  the  biU  providing  for  the  assign- 
ability of  land  warrants 300 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
binding  the  Congressional  documents. . .  .332 

remarks  on  the  French  ppolialion  bill. ....  .399 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore 

Warrington 490,491 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery 884 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1026 

remarks  on  the  spoliation  bill.  .1048, 1082, 10R3 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  holding  the 

district  court  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the 

judge 1211 

remarks  on  the  death  of  .the  Hon.  Charles  An- 
drews  1239 

remarks  on  the  biH  providing  further  remedies 

to  patentees 1549. 

1550,  1551,  1555. 1669.  1570, 1572 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Ira  Day.. 1651 
remarks  explanatory  in  relation  to  the  Genius, 

Ac 2169 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived by  Generals  Scott  and  Pierce.... 5»14. 

2215 
remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post 

routes - .  J2330i  2331 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 968. 

969,  972.  973.  975.  993,  998, 1014, 1161 
remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  ceniui  re- 
turns  265 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill  • 767 

remarks  on  intervention 1053 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
telegraph  and  mail  line  to  California.. .:]685, 

1759,1763 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill .2431, 2433 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1133, 

1144,1393,1478 
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Bc»dB7t  Jam«s  W.,  of  Maine — 

raca.'is  ob  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  print- 

i-jT  \ht  geological  report  of  Dr.  Owen.  ..147Q 

joBvis  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Seneca 

l^iaas  of  New  York  the  moneys  withheld 

from  them .1133 

issar^s  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

distnct  judge  of  New  Hampshire 906, 

90d,  922,  924 
itBarks  on  the  appropriation  fo^  the  Nautical 

Aimanac 1498 

nssarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  introduction 

of  water  into  Waahin^on 2288,  2291 

icsarka  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 
the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge. . .  .2295, 

2297 

rmarka  on  the  appropriation  for  the  publication 

of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition, 

2253,  2254,  2255 
icfBarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  the  Wheel- 
as  &idf  es  lawful  structures 2439,  2442 

Bray,  Skmud,  bin  for  the  relief  of.  .424,  726^  746 

BruiL     (See  Commission — Convtniun\.) 

Brecse,  Joeeph|  Lewis,  a    midshipman    in  the 

Nary  €^  the  United  States,  an  act  to  change 

the  name  of»  to  Samuel  Livingston  Breese, 

928,942 
lnba7.    (See  a4dms.) 
Bnic*.  the  Long,  across  the  Potomac,  appropri- 

sncn  for  the  keeper,  to  repair,  Ac 1449<* 

2291,  2423 
imspriation  for  the  removal  of  the  remains  of, 

2294 
leases  by — 

Mr.  Badger ^ 2297 

Mr.  Bradbary 2295,  2297 

Mr.  ^ight 2294,  2296,  2297 

Mr.  Brodhead 2294 

Mr.  Geyer 2296 

Mr.  Hantcr i5294, 2296,  2297 

Mr.  Mangom 2296,  2297 

Mr.  Bfason. 2294 

Mr.Pcarce 2296 

Mr.  Pratt. 2295,2298 

Mr.  Seward 2296 

Mr.  Shi^ds 2294,  2295,  2296,  2297 

Mr.  Ui^rwood * 2295 

Bnlm  aoQCi  the  Potomac,  resolution  concern- 

»5 1973 

(Sec  WkeeS^  Bridge.) 

Bn^t^JoKD.,  of  Indiana 1, 11, 

il,32,34,  40,  49,  61»  63»  81,  104,  125, 132, 
133,  155,  903,  217,  245,  259,  266,  272,  297, 
2»d,  503,  56B,  575,  586,  595,  596,  602,  618, 
Gn,e56a%S.l286, 1389,  1444,  1459,  1524, 
153a,  ^Sg6,  \«6,  1586,  1628,  1662,  1701r 
\-i«i,  ^Wa,  W»,  1936,  2002,  2049,  2063, 

9D«,  ams,  «nv  ivjj\,  2144,  2172,  2201, 

2205,  S3K,  2213,  S2S,  2233,  2251,  2309, 
2390,  ms,  2757,  2486,  2489 

TtwoktioBt  by 41,  62,  155, 1972,  2232 

rcBMrfci  in  regard  to  the  contested  seat  from 

FloritU 24 

RBiarks  ia  regard  to  the  election  of  officers  of 

the  Senate. 62,  63 

icflaris  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  the  census 

RCniBS, 155, 156, 157, 

203,  905,  206,  2&1,  260,  262,  263,  265 
wsiks  concerning  the  appointment  of  a  clerk 

10  the  Indian  Committee 309 

rMMiks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F. 

GsBan 682 

on  the  proposition  for  the  fret  trans- 

m  of  the  Globe  and  Appendix 2032 

on  memorial  of  James  HamDton  .2033 
I  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

psbfic  printer. 2325, 

2337,  2328,  2329,  2339,  2333,  2355 

remarki  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  security 

of  oasMngers  on  board  of  steam boau.  .1671, 

1701, 1702, 1703, 1706, 1709 
on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2432, 

2438 
on  the  propositon  to  pay  the  Shawnee 

Indians 2101 

on  ths  appropriation  for  the  Eel  river 

2155,2156 

OA  the  approprtataon  to  ascertain  the 
doe  for  Indian  depredations  in  Cali- 

.2103,  2106 

on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 

2380 

the  proposition  for  the  introduction 
«r«BlsriafaWMhington .2291 


Bright,  Jesse  D.,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge 2294, 

2296,2297 

remarks  on  tlie  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2298, 

2371,  2393,  2423 

remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  the  salary  and 
outfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  China. 2422 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  claims  of  Florida .2436.  2437 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill  .2455,  2456 
Brilliant,  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  steamer, 

1551, 1554, 1566 
British  colonies.    (See  T^ade.) 
Brodhead,  Richard,  of  Penhsylvania. .  .1,  39,  91, 
92,  93,  111,  144, 197,  198,  202,217,226,227, 
230,  243,  244,  274,  297,  300,  307,  328,  346, 
363,  424,  426,  447,  469,  486,  492,  502,  568, 
602,  618,  619,  630.  637,  638,  651,  657,1559, 
666,  667,  678,  679,  693,  708,  709,  727,  745,  i 
750,  771.  826,  860,  866,  878,  901,  927,  941, 
942,  984,  985,  991,  1044,  1046,  1052,  1099.  I 
1115, 1127, 1129, 1140, 1160, 1186, 1210, 1224.  i 
1240, 1258, 1259, 1285, 1287, 1321, 1340, 1352,  ! 
1353, 1356, 1362, 1364, 1420, 1449, 1453, 1459, 
1460, 1475, 1488, 1499, 1510, 1519, 1541, 1547, 
1586, 1599, 1627, 1628, 1652, 1662, 1681, 1683, 
1743. 1755, 1773, 1774, 1809, 1811, 1813, 1832, 
1847, 1866, 1879, 1949, 2002, 2049, 2144, 21 G9, 
2172, 2202, 2204, 2205, 2256, 2266, 2310, 2456, 

2470,  2488 

resolutions  by 448, 502, 

595,  921, 1140, 1161,  2100,  2105,  2140,  2370 

remarks  in  relation  to  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  Switzerland 470 

remarks  on  liie  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1026 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  free  transmis- 
sion of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix  2030,  mi 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Een- 
nedv. . ; 2008,  2009 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  pnssengers 
on  board  steamboats..  1703, 1704,  1740, 1741 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  dry-dock  and  navy-yard 

at  San  Francisco ,.  .554. 

555,  832,  860,  861,  862,  864,  865,  866,  903, 
1499,  l.'iOO,  1501,  1502,  2451,  2452 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Census 
Board 2056 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
public  printer 2334 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  workmen 
who  have  been  engaged  on  the  Capitol.  .2391 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  meas- 
ures  115, 116 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill. . .  .765,  766,  767 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  purchase  sup- 
plies for  the  Indians  in  California 2172  ; 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  fulfill  treaty  ' 
o|;)Iigations  with  the  Cherokees  west  of  the 
Mississippi 1 .2183 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2252, 
2371 ,  2391 ,  !^2,  2393,  2408,  2420 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  public  prmting  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 
cent 2395,  2398 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  publication 
of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition, 

2252,  2254,  2255 

remarks  on  the  apDropriation  for  the  removal  of 
the  remains  of  ine  rotomac  Bridge 2294 

remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  the  Wheel- 
ing bridges  lawful  structures  .2439,  2440,  2442 

Brooke,  Walker,  of  Mississippi 717, 

745,  814,  828, 844,  860,  920,  937,  952,  1005, 
1116,  1210,  1291,  1292,  1293,  1321,  1372, 
1389,   1449,  1469,  1524,  1591,  1624,  1773, 

1775,  2338,  2438 

resolutions  bv. . . .  ^ 921,  1549,  2465 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clav .1636 

remarks  concerning  the  Aigitive  slave  law.  1951 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  additional  pay 
to  the  Collins  line • 1325 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Shaw- 
nee Indians 2103 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steamboats. . .  ...1704, 1707 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2408 

remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  the  Wheel- 
ing bridges  lawful  structures 2440 

Brooks,  Jehiel,  adverse  report  in  the  case  of.  .746 
Bryan,  John  A.,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of. 

746, 1809 


Bryan,  John  R.,  administrator  of  Isaac  Garrett- 
son,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  United 

States  Navy 128, 130,  282,  366 

Buchanan,  McLean,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2231 
Burlington,  bill  to  grant  to  the  city  of,  in  Iowa,  the 
land  heretofore  reserved  between  that  city  and 
the  Mississippi  river.  ..50, 104, 198, 569,  577 
Butler,  Andrew  P..  of  South  Carolina.  1,32, 33, 40, 
63,  90,  111,  123, 186, 198, 218, 242, 410,  430, 
447,  450,  460,  409.  486,488,490,511,524. 
525,  561,  629,  666,  1301, 1444,  1449,  1463, 
1475.  1489,  1491,  1493,  1498,  1510,  1524. 
1527,  1532,  1783,  1921,  1949,  1950,  1955, 
2033,  2041,  2077,  2085,  2100,  2173,  2195, 
2201,  2202,  2233.  2234,  2235,  2269,  2373 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  intercourse  with  France, 

185 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  exiled  Irish  patriots, 

409 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
thanks  of  Kossuth 587 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation 
of  the  district  judge  for  the  district  of  Mss- 
sachusetts 1421 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  further  remedy  to 
patentees 1550,  1558 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia 1578 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 
1784,  1785, 1861, 1863,  1864, 1865 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution 
of  the  laws  and  debates. 2003 

remarks  on  the  memoiial  of  James  Hamilton, 

2032 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  ...1899 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Census  Board.  .2060, 

2061,  2062,  2064,  2169 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  pay  re- 
ceived by  Generals  Scott  and  Pierce. . .  .2213 

remarks  on  the  compromise  measures.  .36,  37, 

39,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  119,  138 

remarks  on  printing  the  census  returns 264 

remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law.  1952 

remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
and  telegraph  line  to  California. .  .1759, 1762 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  as- 
signees of  the  contractors  for  removing  the 
Choctaw  Indians. 1407 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  additional  pay 
to  the  Collins  line 1490, 1491 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  purchase  sup- 
plies for  the  Indians  in  California i2179 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  fulfill  treaty  ob- 
ligations with  the  Cherokees .2184 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 
Texas .2381 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  and 

outfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  Chipa. 24522,  2422 

Butler  ,dlev.  CM.,  elected  chaplain .63 

sermon  by,  over  the  remains  of  Mr.  Clay .  .1644 
Butterworth,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  • .  .1115 

C. 

(California,  bill  to  authorize  and  direct  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  moneys  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of,  which  were  collected  in  the  ports  of 
said  State  as  a  revenue  on  imports  since  ths 
^  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
and  prior  to  the  admission  of  said  State  into 
the  Union 4,  30 

bill  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in 4,30 

bill  to  create  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  for  military  services  in, 

4,  30, 1210 

bUl  to  establish  a  navy-jrard  and  a  naval  dep6t 
on  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  In.^.  .4,  33,  203 

bill  to  establish  assay  offices  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States  at  Slacramento  City  and  Stock- 
ton, in • 4 

bill  to  provide  for  the  sarvejr  of  public  lands  in, 
the  granting  of  donation  privileges  therein,  and 

for  other  purposes 4, 

30.  730, 1756, 1770, 1784 

bill  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  in 4 

jomt  resolutions  of  the  Legielature  of 388, 

389,  781,  967, 1389,  1524 

bill  to  provide  for  ths  better  protection  of  the 
citizens  of  Oregon  and 470 

bill  providing  for  the  apportionment  of  Repre* 
sentatives  to.     (Sec  Jfportionment,) 


Tilt 


INDEX  TO 


Calirornia — 
bill  to  refund  to  the  State  of,  the  expense!  in- 
curred in  suppressing  Indian  ag^esfiions  in 

that  State 298,  1225 

protection  of.     (See  Territories^ 
Dill  making  grants  of  land  to,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco to  San  Jo8$ 1336,  1390, 1398 

bills  making  grants  of  land  to,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  enum^erated  railroads  in.  .1115, 

1128, 1701 
(See  Mail  Steamers — Telegraph^Judidal  System 
— MaU  Contracts — Board  qf  Claims — IndUm 
•Affairs — Surveys — Surveyor  General — Military 
Depot— Private  Land  Claimt— Military  Posts— 
Indians.) 
Callaghan,  Bryan,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 

oh 128,  460,  787,  814 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 788 

Mr.  Borlind 787,  788,  789,  790 

Mr.  Pratt 788 

Mr.  Rusk 789 

Mr.  Shields 788,  7B9 

withdrawal  of  the  papers  of 330 

Callan,  John  F.,  administrator  of  Daniel  Renner, 
deceased,  bill  for  relief  of.  .389,  492,  680,  694 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 680,  681 

Mr.  Bright 682 

Mr.  Pratt 681 

Mr.  Underwood 681 

Camels,  proposition  for  the  procureVnent  of,  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  the  plains,  dbc..  .2430 

Camp,  John  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2370 

Campbell,  James  W.,  of  Pike  county,  Missouri, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 952,  991, 1813 

Canal,  interoceanic,  concerning  . . . ., 34 

concerning  a,  across  Florida 1549,  1588 

memorial  and  bill  for  a,  around  the  Falls  of  the 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 966,  1682 

bill  providing  for  a  donation  of  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship,  around  the  Falls  of  the 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 1628, 

1880, 1935,  2185.  2227,  2232,  2239 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Bell..... 1935 

Mr.  Cass 1880, 1881,  1882, 1935 

Mr.  Dawson * . .  .1881, 1882 

Mr.  li'elch 1880, 1881, 1882, 1935 

Mr.  Pratt 1882 

Mr.  Toucey 1935 

bill  granting  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a, 
from  Tulare  lake  to  the  San  Joaquin,  in  Cali- 
fornia.  1736 

for  a,  across  the  Sierra  Nevada  Valley. . .  .2239 
Canal  basin  at  the  terminus  of  the  Ohio  and 
Chesapeake  Canal,  at  Georgetown,  bill  di- 
recting a  survey  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of 

constructing  a 1046, 1352,  1373 

(See  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal.) 

Capers,  Jim,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1225,  1241 

Capitol,  the  fire  at  the.    (See  Library  qf  Congress.) 
joint  resolution  to  provide  for  continuing  the 

work  on  the 469,487, 

493,  746,  761,  952,  992,  1024,  1047, 1052 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 747,  748,  1033 

Mr.  Borland 747, 749,  750, 

1024,  1027, 1029, 1030, 1031, 1033, 1052 

Mr.  Bradbury 1026 

Mr.  Brodhead 1026 

Mr.  Cass 1027,  1029,  1032 

Mr.  Clarke 749 

Mr.  Dawson 1028 

Mr.  Douglas , 1026 

Mr.  Gwin 1030,  1031,  1033 

Mr.  Hale.  1026, 1029,  1030,  1031,  1032,  1052 

Mr.  Hunter 1024,  1026, 

1027, 1028, 1029,  1030,  1031, 1033 

Mr.  Mangum 747, 748,  1027,  1028, 1029 

Mr.  Rusk 1024. 

•1028,  1029,  1030,  1031,  1032, 1033 

Mr.  Shields 749, 1030, 1031,  1032 

Mr.  Underwood 1029, 1031, 1032. 1033 

Mr.  Walker 1025.  1026 

instructions  to  .Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  examine  the  work,<&c.,on  the,  and  report 

thereon 761,  921 .  952 

call  upon  the  President,  and  report  from,  in  re- 
lation to  the  plan  of  extension  of  the,  the 

moneys  expended,  &c 845,  903 

remarks  by — 
Mr.  Badger*  - 845,  846 


Capitol,  extension  of  the — remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland 845,  846,  847 

Mr.  Hunter 847 

Capron,  Capt.  Erastus  C,  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  the 

children  of. 282,  366,  389 

Captors  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the .966.  1445.  1808,  2203 

Cargoes  of  steamers,  bill  to  prevent  unnecessary 

delef^ys  in  the  discharge  of  the 595 

Carmelite  Nunnery,  in  Baltimore,  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the 424,  460,  880,  907,  952,  1174 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bacfger 881 

Mr.  Bayard .883,  884 

Mr.  Borland 881,  882,  883,  885 

Mr.  Bradbury 884 

Mr.  Cass 881 

Mr.  Cooper 885 

Mr.  Dawson 884,  885 

Mr.  Downs 882 

Mr.  Hunter 880,  882 

Mr.  Hale 881 

Mr.  Mallory 880 

Mr.  Mangum 885 

Mr.  Mason 882 

Mr.  Pratu 880, 881,  883 

Mr.  Seward 881 

Mr.  Soule 883,  884 

Caroline  of  Barnstable.    (See  Register.) 
Carrigan,  James,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  1076 
Cash,  David  C,  and  Giles  U.  Ellis,  an  act  for  the 

relief  of. 243,  245, 308,  425,  488,  503 

Cass,  Lewis,  of  Michigan 1,2, 

29,  33,  62,  91,  103,  128,  130,  153,  158,  229, 
243,  273.  297,  308,  388,  407,  409,  431,  447, 
450,  460,  468,  469,  503,  505,  511,  553,  556, 
568,  576,  637,  651,  667.  693,  703,  709,  717, 
750,  773,  782,  813.  826,  866.  901,  929,  985, 
991. 1044, 1068, 1106, 1130, 1136,  1140, 1167, 
1174,  1176,  1178,  1240,  1258,  1269,  1270, 
1271,  1301,  1376,  1391,  1393,  1398,  1419, 
1459,  1483,  1493,  1501,  1510,  1519,  1521, 
.  15.32,  1547,  1556,  1591,  1628,  1832,  1844, 
1923,  1936,  1949,  1980,  1991,  2002,  2(»49, 
2076,  2145,  2169,  2151,  2172,  2185,  2195, 
2201,  2202,  2205,  2216,  2227,  2231,  2233, 
2234.  2255.  2256,  2267,  2269,  22gf0,  2309, 
2342,  2394,  2424,  2444,  2446.  2455.  2457. 

2458,2461.2466 

resolutions  by 41.  81.  158. 

310.  461.  525.  543.  826. 1186. 1208.  2329 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  outrage  on  the  Prome- 
theus   81 

remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth. ....  .24,  26.  27,  66,  69,  72 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Riv^  for 
reporting 347 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A. 
•  Capron 368 

remarks  on  presenting  the  petition  of  the  exiled 
Irish  patnots .#• 407 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
Kossuth 58i7 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assign- 
ability of  land  warrants 669 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth 718. 

720.  721 

explanatory  remarks  by,  in  regard  to  the  Nich- 
olson letter. . . , 783 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 
Edith 848 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery 881 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1027. 

1029. 1032 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Michigan 
for  a  railroad • •  .1520 

remarks  on  propositions  to  amend  the  rules 
of  the  Senate 1609.  2170 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1632 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1860 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  D.  Bow- 
mar • .2005 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  , 1891 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  public  printer 2325.  2337,  2338 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  measures. 

119, 146 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  303,204,206 


Cass,  Lewis,  of  Michigan — 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  around  the  Foils  of  St.  Mary. . .  .1880, 

1881, 1882, 19.35 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  improvement 

of  the  dam  at  the  bead  of  Cumberland  Island, 

1525,  1526 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 764 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 

944,  945,  946 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 

Orieans  and  Vera  Cruz 930.  935.  936 

remarks  on  non-intervention .1053 

remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs.  .1336, 

1337 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2432, 

2433 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1131, 

1133.1144.1354 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  assignees 

of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  the 

Choctaw  Indians .1407 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1270,  1288,  1291,  1293, 1303, 1328 

remarks  to  indemnify  the  people  of  Georgia, 
Florida,  and  Alabama,  for  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  Creek  Indians 1357. 1358, 

1364, 1365. 1367. 1368. 1369. 1370. 1371. 1372 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Shawnee 

Indians..  .2076,  2077.  2078.  2079.  2083.  2085 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

east  of  the  Mississippi 2153 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  claims  for  provisions 
furnished  to  the  Indians  in  California.  .2106, 

210d 

Cassady,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 984, 

'      1362 
Catlin's  collection  of  paintings,  proposition  for 

the  purchase  of 1533, 1547, 1601, 1845 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland 1846 

Mr.  Clemens 1845 

Mr.  Cooper 1846 

Mr.  Seward 1845 

select  committee  on,  &c, 1566 

Catlin,  John,  proposition  to  pay  a  salary  to.  .2420 
Cay  use  Indians.     (See  Oregon.) 
Cemetery  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  bill  making  an 
.   additional  appropriation  for  tbe  American, 

717,  730 

(See  Washington  Cemetery.) 

Census,  the  Seventh,  joint  resolution  relative  to 

printing  thl  returns  of  the.  .21,  34,  104, 125, 

132,  155,  203,  245,  259,  450,  461,  471,  487 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 156,476 

Mr.  Borland 476 

Mr.  Bright 155,  156,  157 

Mr.  Gwin 156, 157,  476 

Mr.  Hamlin 476 

Mr.  Mangum 156 

Mr.  Pratt 156 

Mr.  Smith 155,471 

call  for  an  estimate,  d^.,  of  the 308,  331 

the  plan  of  the. 694 

select  committee  on.  and  report. ....  .702,  1628 

bill  amendatory  of  Uie  act  for  taking  the.    (See 

apportionment.)  ^ 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  the, 

2140 
proposition  to  contract  with  Donelson  A  Arm- 
strong to  execute  the  printing  of  the. . .  .203, 

246,  450 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 265 

Mr.  Badger 206,  207 

Mr.  Borland 203.  204, 

205,  207,  246,  251,  261,  262,  263,  265 

Mr.  Bradbury 265 

Mr.  Bright 203, 

205,  206, 251,  260,  262,  263,  265 

Mr.  Butler 264 

Mr.  Cass 203,  204.  206 

Mr.  Cooper 264 

Mr.  Davis 263,  265 

Mr.  Dawson • .  • 261 

Mr.  Dodge  of  Iowa 207 

Mr.  Gwin *. 204,  206,  207 

Mr.  Hale 260 

Mr.  Hamlin iM)6,  264 

Mr.  Pearce ^7,  264 

Mr.  Pratt 206 

Mr.  Smith .207.  245,  259 

Mr.  Underwood •• 205 
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THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


IX 


Baord,  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  an 
s£t  ji^H»)em«ntary  to  the  act  approved  23d 
afer.iaSO 1950,  1973,2055 

Jlr.JMI .2056,3063,2064 

Mr,  Brodhead 2056 

Ur.  Bader 20G0,  2061 ,  2062,  2064 

Mr.  Davis 2056,  2057,  2060,  2061,  2063 

Mr.  Dawson 2056, 

3057,  2060, 2061,  2062,  2063 

Mr.  DovBs ^ 2226 

Mr.  Walker 2062,  2063 

hatr  firoiB  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  rela- 
lioo  to  the  compensation  of  the  Superintend- 

eat  of  the. .2139 

caH  for  the  amount  of  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Tint  of  the  Superintenaent  of  the,  to  Europe, 

2^32 
Cewu  marshals;  remarks  in  regard  to  additional 

coApenaaxion  to • 487 «  524 

J  Joint  resolution  concerning  the  publica- 
tion of  the  oompendlum  of  the  several. .  .525, 

543,  967 

CcBtnl  raihrtad.     (See  Pnev^tion.) 
Dtifflfvbo,  Sitas,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  an 

•a  for  the  relief  of .243,  245, 1921 

Cboef,  Richard,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

186,  230,  243 
(^i()hiD,pr(^XMttion  for  election  of.11,31,34,  63 
fSissMm  m  the  Navy,  compensaation  of .  .1005, 

2446 
Cbiaia  Junes,  administrator  of  Thomas  Chap- 
Baa,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1390 

Qipaaa,  W.  W. ,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

papotof 781 

ChoigC  d'A&irea  to  Switzerland,  propositjon  for 

1 448 

CUtim,  Robert  M.,  of  Georgia 1553, 

M;4.  1848,  1737,    1949,  2002,  2202,  2205, 

2270,  2271 

nsufca  on  the  bin  fbr  the  relief  of  the  legal 

rtprtsentatives  of  James  C.  Watson ..  1922, 

1923 
nnaikaeiNiceming  the  fa^tiire slave  law.  .1951 
moarfci  00  the  appropriation  to  pay  balance  due 

\^ Creek  Indians 1954,  1956 

nnarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

ettt  of  the  Mississippi 2153 

Cbaittr  q!  tbc  d^  of  Washington,  bill' to  amend, 
by  t  mot  of  additional  powers. .  .1115,  1972 
C2we,  SdnoQ  P.,  of  Ohio. .  .1, 4,  11,  29,  30,  33, 
40, »,  111,  128,447, 460, 524,  543,  353,  556, 
5S3, 576, 386,  595,  618,  629,  665,  693,  703, 
711,745,780.  773,  781,  813,  825,  828,920, 
9®,S4a,%S,9«,  1001,  1065,  1082,  1083, 
\^a\,  \W^,  \4»,  1«4,  1469,  1474,   1519, 

liOft,  \5av,  \5a4,  \aa,  1547,  1554,  1652, 

1662,  1666,  Ittl,  1W,\736,  1755,   1756, 

1859.  2f43,  5/69,  217i,  3501,  2202,  2206, 

S2SS,  2167,  Sm,  2269,  2458,  2470 

rtmOotwoa  by, 746,  921 ,  942,  1519 

itnuHb  relattre  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 

raem  of  fCoBsotlk 90 

rtmarks  on  the  btH  proridiog  for  discipline  in 

(&e  nanJ  service 449 

WBarka  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 

Koasoth 587,589 

Rnarki  in  regard  to  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate 

froB  Oregon. 595,  596 

xwwiks  on  the  bin  providing  for  the  aettlement 
of  the  accounts  of  public  officers  for  military 

watrifmtions  in  California 676 

fwaAi  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

<^€an 827,828 

fp^wki  on  the  bill  granting  to  Ohio  the  unsold 

fea*  io  «id  State 1065,  1067 

'^raarktOQ  the  bill  to  issue  scrip  to  satisfy  Vir- 

^ruua  Btlitary  land  warrants 1682,  1683 

ff^Borka  OB  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1863 

reisarkson  the  apportionment  bill 1007, 

1009, 1013,  1014 
nnarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  m ensures, 

641,647 
Kttuki  on  the  proposition  for  the  improvement 

of  the  dam  at  Cumberland  hiland .1825 

Ranrks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
nail  line  between  ^e^  Orleans  and  Vera 

Craa 933,  936 

on  the  bin  providing  for  the  security  of 
tn  on  board  of  steamboats. . .  .1671, 

1706,  1741 

eoneemin^  the  establishment  of  a  mail 

te  to  Cidifbram 1683,  1756, 1757 


Chase,  Salmon  P.,  of  Ohio— - 

remarks  on  the  Collins  line..  • 1478, 

1482,  1483,  1494 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 921, 

922,  923,  924 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
people  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida, 
for  depredations  committed  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians  ...., 1392 

Cherokees,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  appropriation 

for  carrying  out  a  treaty  with  the 2181 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 2182 

Mr.  Badger 2182,  2183,  2184 

Mr.  Borland. ., 2182 

Mr.  Brodhead 2183 

Mr.  Butler 2184 

Mr.  Cooper 2181,  2182,  2183,  2184 

Mr.  Hunter : 2181,  2182 

Mr.  Sebastian 2183 

Mr.  Walker 2182,  2184 

Cherokees,  resident  east  of  the  Mississippi,  ap- 

f>ropTiation  to  pay  to  the,  their  per  capita  al- 
owance,  StAi •  .^ 2152 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 2153 

Mr.  Bell 2152 

Mr.  Cass 2153 

Mr.  Charlton. .f 2153 

Mr.  Hunter 2152,  2153 

Mr.  Sebastian ' 2152,  2153 

Mr.  Walker 2153 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  proposed  appropria- 
tion for  the  conatmction  of  a  basin  at  the  ter- 
minus of  the 2379 

Chew,  Wm.  W.,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

papers  of. 503 

Cheyney,  Richard,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 61 

Chicago,  bill  to  authorize  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of,  to  excavate  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic reservation  in  that  place,  to  improve  the 

navigation  of  the  Chicago  river.. 618, 

1736,  1755 
Chilson,  Samuel  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  ..920, 

1813,  1834 
China,  minister  to.    (See  Minii^en,) 
Chipmun,  Henr^.    (See  Woodbridge,) 
Choctaw  annuities,  bill  for  the  redemption  of  cer- 
tain   198,  1046 

Choctaw  claimants,  appropriation  for  interest  on 

the  awards  to 1452 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Sebastian 1452 

Choctaw  Indians,  proposed  appropriation  in  the 
deficiency  bill  for  payment  to  tne  assignees  of 
the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  the.  .1405 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1406 

Mr.  Badger 1407 

Mr.  Bell 1405,  1406, 1407 

Mr.  Borland 1406 

Mr.  Butler 1407 

Mr.  Cass 1 407 

Mr.  Hunter 1405 

Mr.  Mason 1406, 1407 

Mr.  Pearce .1406 

appropriation  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation heretofore  made  for  removing  the, 

2146,  2181 
remarks  by — 

•Mr.  Adams 2149 

Mr.  Badger ^ 2150 

Mr.  Bayard 2149,  2150 

Mr.  Bell 2146,  2147,  2149,  2150 

Mr.  Cooper 2148 

Mr.  Hunter. . .  .2146,  2147,  2148,  2149,  2150 

Mr.  Mason 2148,  2149 

Mr.  Sebastian 2151 

Mr.  Walker 2147 

Choice,  Cyrus,  appropriation  for.. 2103 

Christian,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..398, 

727,  746,  761 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  lands  in.     (See  Tille.\ 
Churchill,  Sylvester,  bill  for  the  relief  of  .702, 1808 
Civil  and  diplomatic  bill — 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 

fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1953 2195, 

2231,  2233,  2251,  2286,  2294.  2310,  2338, 
2371,  2391,  2392,  2419,  2438,  2448 
remarks  on  the,  by—  • 
Mr.  Adams 2252,  2393,  2420 


Civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Badger 2292, 

2298,  2371,  2377,  2419,  2423,  2424 

Mr.  Bell 2377,  2378,  3419,  2420 

Mr.  Borland > 2252, 

2298,  2311,  2378,  2392,  2408,  2420 

Mr.  Bright 2298,  2371,  2393,  2423 

Mr,  Brodhead. 22.52, 

2371,  2391,  2392,  2393,2408,  2420 

Mr.  Brooke 2408 

Mr.  Clarke 2288, 

2291,  2379,  2391,  2392,  2402,  2420,  2424 

Mr.  Cooper 2401 

Mr.  Davis 2298,  2374,  2392,  2419 

Mr.  Dawson 2393,  2408,  2420,  2423 

Mr.  Douglas  . .  .2378,  2392,  2393,  2408.  2424 

Mr.  Felch 2288,  2378,  2407 

Mr.  Gwin J2287,  2378,  2379,  2408,  2423 

Mr.  Hale 2252.  2298,  2372,  2420,  2424 

Mr.  Hamlin. . .  .2377, 2392,  2393,  2419,  2424 

Mr.  Houston 2424 

Mr.  Hunter 2252,  2287,  2288,  2291, 

2292,  2298,  2310,  2311,  2341,  2342,  2371, 
2373,  2377,  2379,  2392,  2401,  2419,  2424 

Mr.  Mason 2377,  2379,  2391,  2403 

Mr.  Morton 2424 

Mr.  Pearce 2252,  2393 

Mr.  Pratt 2342, 

2392,  2393,  2402,  2407,  2420,  2424 

Mr.  Rusk 2391,  2392,  2377,  2424 

Mr.  Shields.2298, 2378, 2379, 2393,^2423, 2424 

Mr.  Soul€ 2402 

Mr.  Underwood 2291,  2298,  2377,  2401 

Mr.  Walker 2252,  2419,  2420 

Mr.  Weller 2377, 2392,  2393.  2423 

For  debate  on  amendments  to,  see  Ministers — 
Commercial  wfgeni — Commissioner  to  China — 
Texas — Printing — Downing,  A.  J. — Exploring 
ExpedUion—  Winder's  Buildings  Water-Mex- 
ican Bowndary  Line — Bridges, 

Claims,  Committee  on \ 32,  941 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 920 

reports  from 226,  244,  308, 

318,  389,  397,  424,  425,  460,  466,  702,  708,    * 
941,  1161, 1240, 1532, 1574,  1646, 1660,  2169 

bills  reported  from 226,  331,  389,  418,  460, 

595,  619,  666,  702,  760,  826,  984,  991,  1046, 
1106,  1128,  1160,  1210,  1460,  1488,  1532, 
1541,  1628,  1660,  1859,  1934,  2002,  2055, 

2140,  2169 

discharged  firom  subjects 602, 

678, 1106,  1140,  1660,  1755 

clerk  to  the,  and  his  pay 921,  2100,  2140 

Claims  for  military  services  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, bill  to  create  a  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  examikiation  and  payment  of.  .4, 1210 
bill  providingfor  the  settlement  of  claims  which 
originated  in  the  military  operations  in  Cali- 
fornia during  the  years  1846  and  1847.  .1206 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland 1206 

Mr.  Gwin 1206,  1207,  1209 

Mr.  Shields 1206, 1207,  1209 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  bill  making  it 
unlawful  fbr  certain  persons  therein  named 

to  prosecute 1258 

Claims  before  Congress,  proposition  for  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  mto  abuses,  bribery,  or 

fraud,  in  the  prosecution  of 2100 

select  committee  elected 2102 

contumacy  of  a  witness  in  refuaing  to  answer 
before  tne  select  committee  on. . .  .2201,  2212 
Claims,  proposition  for  a  reinvestigation  by  the 
judiciary  of  claims  settled   by  the  depart- 
ments  145 

Claims,  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  July  29,  1846,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of.  .96H,  984,  1128, 1285, 1302, 1337 
.  remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1340 

Mr.  Underwood 1337 

Claims  for  provisions  furnished  to  the  Indians  in 

California.     (See /ndi«nt9.) 
Claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
State  and  continental  lines  in  the  revolution- 
ary Army,  bill  to  provide  for  the 50, 

81,  186,  364,  879,  903 

Claims.  (See  Board  (fCUdms — Private  Land  Claims 

— Pribate  Claims — Georgia — Florida — Mexican 

Claims — Bitoxi  Bay  Indians,)     ' 

Clamorgan,  Jacques,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of. 2419 

Clamorgan,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Jpgal 
representatives  of 2442   . 


INDEX  TO 


Clark>  CatKarine,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..984,  1923 
Clarke,  John  H.,  of  Rhode  U'nnd.  .1,  33,  39,  40, 
J04,  226,  227,  229,  244.  25 1,  282,  298,  328, 
332.  383,  418,  459,  553,  555,  568,  6tl2,  605, 
606,  608,  638,  695,  702,  703,  708,  749,  760, 
772,  773,  828,  844,  866,  907,  949,  951,  952, 
1046,  1065,  1068,  1076,  1231,  1406,  1459, 
1566,  1661,  1736,  1756,  1791,  1844,  1923, 
1937,  2100,  2206,  2310,  2336,  2340,  2391, 

2401,  2469,  2486 

resolutions  bv 298,  389,  1859, 1882,  2232 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 

Arnold .228 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sally  F. 

Floyd 419 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the.entertaioment  of  Kossuth.  ...719,  720 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  continuance  of  the 

work  on  the  Capitol 749 

personal  explanation  by 1046 

remarks  on   the  appropriation  for  the  Long 

Bridge 1449 

remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican 

boundary  commission 1660,  1919,  1920 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of  J.  C.  Watson 1923 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  work- 
men who  have  been  engaged  on  the  extension 

of  the  Capitol .2391 

remarks  in  regard  to   the  payment  of  invalid 

pensions • 879 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  running 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 

and  Mexico. 1404,  1405 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increose  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 908, 

909,921,924 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the   navy- 
yard  at  San  Francisco  ....  .2450,  2451,  2452 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2288, 
2291,  2379,  2391,  2392,2402,  2420,  2424 
remarks  on   the  appropriation  for  outfits  for 

ministers 2311,  2336,  2339 

remarks  on   the  provision   for  a  commercial 

agent  at  Pari\guay 2376,  2377 

remarks  on  the   appropriation  for  Winder's 

Building .2372, 2373 

remarks  on  the  proposition  in  relation  to  intro- 
duction of  water  into  Washington 2288, 

2289,  2291 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  support  the 

Mexican  boundary  commission 2402, 

2403,  2404,  2406 
Classification  of  the  clerks.    (See  CUrks.) 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky 1 

remarks  m  regard  to  the  contested  seat  from 

Florida 24 

the  death  of,  announced,  and  remarks  on  the 
event,  by — 

Mr.  Cass 1632 

Mr.  Clemens 1634 

Mr.  Cooper 1634 

Mr.  Brooke 1636 

Mr.  Hale 1434 

Mr.  Hunter 16.33 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa. .1636 

Mr.  Seward 1635 

Mr.  Underwood 1631, 1637 

funeral  rites  over  the  remains  of 1624 

resolution  authorizing  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  H. 

Clay  the  amount  of  pay  due 1645 

resolution  to  communicate  to  Che  Le;^islature  of 

Kentucky  information  of  the  death  of.  ..1645 

proceedings  on  the  death  of,  to  be  printed,  &:c., 

1645, 1949 
accounts  for  printing  the  obituary  notices  of, 

2489 
(See  Portrait.) 
Cleck,  Henry,  of  Cocke  County,  Tennessee,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 984,  2231 

Clemens,  Jeremiah,  of  Alabama.  .1, 4,  21,  30, 33, 
34,  49,  50,  111,  128.  140.  145,  146,  155,  184, 
^3,  217,  226,  244,  282,  313^389,  398,  424, 
440,  460,  486,  510,  511,  512,  525,  543,  568, 
586,  618,  641,  709,  745,  746.  813,  814,  826, 
920,930,  967,  991,  1030,  1046,  1140,  1160, 
1174,  1175,  1181,  1186,  1225,  1285,  1288, 
1291,  1301,  1356,  1364,  1373,  1376,  1390, 
1422,  1475,  1495,  1499,  1521,  1522,  1523, 
1532,  1541,  1542,  1599.  1628,  1660,  1666, 
1756,  1833,  1879,  1972,  2004,  2011,  2171, 
2206,  2341,  23b0,  2393,  2401,  2419,  2431, 

2464,  2469,  2470 
retolutiozM  by  .203, 243, 503,  651,  666, 709, 967 


Clemens,  Jeremiah,  of  Alabama- 
remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth. 52,  53 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letters 

of  Kossuth. 587,  688,  590 

remarks  in  relation  to  withholding  the  salcAes 

of  territorial  officers 826 

correction  by 1488 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  issue  of  duplicate 

land  warrants 1522,  1523 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1634 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  supply  arms  to  the 

Washington  City  Juvenile  Guards, 1759 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  Catlin*s 

collection  of  paintings 1845 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1864 

remarks  on   the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

amount  of  money  received  by  Generals  Scott 

and  Pierce 2215 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  indemnify  the 

Spanish  consul  at  New  Orleans 2341 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  arrearages 
due  A.  J.  Downing,  deceased. . .  .2375,  2376 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  meas- 
ures  647,  652,  655,  656 

remarks  on  the  bill  fortherelief  of  Joshua  Ken- 
nedy  2008,  2009 

remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs ...  1337 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 

people  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida  for 

depredations  by  Creek  Indians 1357, 

1360, 1367,  1391 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Nautical 

Almanac .1496,  1498,  1499 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts for  the  printing  at  fifty  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion  2394,  2396,  2398,  2399,  2400 

Clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  be  em- 
ployed during  the  recess 2486 

Clerk  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  compensn- 
tion  Oi  me.  ..........  ....•«•.....*••.  .oTo 

Clerk,  additional,  Secretary  of  the  Senate  author- 
ized to  employ  an 2469 

Clerks  to  committees,  propositions  for 128, 

133,  145,  259,  273,  298,  308,  389,  920,  921, 

942,  952,  967,  2140 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 309,  310 

Mr.  Bright 309 

Mr.  Hale 310 

Mr.  Sebastian 309 

Clerks,  propositions  for  the  pay  of 2423 

Clerks,  additional,  and  increased  compensation  to 

other^  appropriation  for 2392 

Clerks  in  the  several  departments,  temporary  and 
permanent,  propositions  in  relation  to  the 
appointment,  pay,  drc.,  of,  in  the  deficiency 

bill 1355,  1452* 

call  for  a  report  from  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments in  relation  to  a  classification  of  the, 

2232,  2486,  2489 
call  for  the  amount  of  pay,  and  the  services  of 

each 2232 

report  in  relation  to 2266 

appropriation  to  increase  the  compensation  of 

the 2310 

Clerks,  first,  in  certain  navy-yards,  increased  pay 

to 2446 

Clerks,  additional.     (See  Aetr  J\ltx%co,) 
Clerks.     (See  Fees.) 

Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  and  Cleveland,  Pains- 
ville,  and  Ashtabula  Railroad  Companies, bill 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
convey  the  right  of  way  through  certain  lands 

to  the 569.  1420,  1519,  1525 

Coal  used,  by  the  navy,  resolution  calling  for  the 

report  concerning  the  quality  of  the 952, 

1116,  1373 

remarks  by  Mr.-Cooper. .1373 

Coal  fields  m  Maryland,  resolutions  in   regard 

to 1362 

Coal  dep6t  at  Key  West 1356 

Coast  survey,  proposition  to  print  the  report  of 

the 30,  81 

proposition  for  the  extension  of  the.. 1879,  2266 
Cobb,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .984,  1460,  1737 

Cobb,  Ursula  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 595, 

1179,  1186,  1225,  1241 
Coins,  United  States — 
bill  amendatory  of  the  existing  laws  relative  to 
the  half-dollar,  quarter  dollar,  dime,  and  half 

dime 694,  907,  921 

report  on  ...  • ^ .702 


Colburn,  Samuel,  leave  to  witjidraw  the  petition 

and  papers  of 144 

Cole,  A.  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .;.226,  362,  390 
Collection'  districts — 
bill  to  annex  the  Island  of  Martinicus,  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Maine,  to  the  collection  district 
of  Waldoboro*,in  said  county,. . .  .330,  1336 
bUI  to  extend  the  collection  district  of  George- 
town to  the  city  of  Washington 586 

bill  lo  amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  create 
an  additional  collection  district  in  the  Territo- 
ry of  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes'*.  ..595, 

708,  1390 

acts  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 

States  to  designate  the  places  for  the  ports  of 

entry  and  delivery  for  the,  of  Puget's  Sound 

and  Umpqua,  in  the  Territory  of  Oreeon,  and 

for  other  purposes 1398,*  1601,  1768 

Collector, "of  New  Orleans,  bill  authorizing  the,  to 

appoint  three  head  gangers 2140,  2142 

of  the  port  of  Natchez,  appropriation  for  addi- 
tional compensation  to .2408 

Collectors,  deputy,  compensation  for 5376 

Collins  line  of  steamers,  memorial  and  resolutions 

in  relation  to 745,  1140 

appropriation  for  additional  compenfiation  to, 
for  carrying  the  mail  between  New  York  and 

Liverpool 1146, 1376, 1393,  1489 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1 1 62, 

1189,  1190,  1191.  1231,  1241,  1264,  1265, 

1267,  1288,  1292,  1293,  1294,  1295,  1311, 

1327,  1328. 1468,  1469,  1482 

Mr.  Bavard 1292,  1304,  1309,  1310 

Mr.  Bell 1269.  1489,  1490 

Mr.  Berrien 1292,  1293 

Mr.  Borland 1164,  1190,  1192,  1204. 

1268,  1292, 1328, 1390,  1468, 1483,  1494 

Mr.  Brooke 1325 

Mr.  Butler 1490,  1491 

Mr.  Cass. .1270, 1288, 1291, 1293,  1303,  1328 

Mr.  Chase 1478,  1482,  1483,  1494 

Mr.  Dawson 1295,  1489, 1490,  1493 

Mr.  Douglas 1191 

Mr.  Geyer 1327,  1328 

Mr.  Gwin 1146,  1149,  1191 

Mr.  Hale 1267, 

1268, 1270, 1291,  1293, 1483,  1490, 1494 

Mr.  Hamlin 1190,  1328 

Mr.  Hunter 1148,  1149,  1162, 

1164.  1227.  1228,  1231,  1241,  1242,  1243, 
1246,  1247,  1289,  1296,  1309,  1310,  1390 

Mr.  James 1260,  1268 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  ...1267,  1268,  1295 

Mr.  Mallory 1265,  1295,  131 1 ,  1328 

Mr.  Miller .1162,  1 164, 1204 

Mr.  Pratt 1267,  1482 

Mr.  Rusk 1148, 

1192,  1203.  1227,  1228,  1241,  1242,  1246, 

1247,  1268,  1269,  1292,  1293.  1294,  1295, 

1328,  1468,  1482.  1483,  1489,  1490,  1493 

Mr.  Seward....  1199,  1203,  1268,  1391,  1478 

Mr.  Shields 1266 

Mr.  Underwood 1149.  1202. 

1203,  1204,  1292,  1294,  1295, 1490,  1491 

Mr.  Wade 1302, 1303, 1304 

Colton,  Walter,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .772,  1810 

Commerce,  Committee  on .32 

instructions  to  the 61,  709,  772,  1301, 

1525,  1566,  1591,  1736,  1859 

bills  and  resolutions  from  the Ill,  112, 

124,  218.  243,  244,  272,  273,  330,  410,  418, 

424,  440,  525,  577,  586,  593,  708,  860,  1205, 

1240,  1301,  1336,  1389,  1532,  1599,  1682. 

1768, 1833,  1972,  2002,  2169,  2268,  2457 

discharged  from  subjects 244,  330,  410, 

460,  577,  602,  629,  657,  666,  814,  845,  U41, 

1168,  1460,  2268 

reports  from 272,  298, 927, 1115, 1525,  2195 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to  the 273 

Commercial  statements.   ^See  HamiUon,  A.  Boyd. ) 

Commercial  agent  to  explore  the  country  on  the 

Paraguay,  South  America,  provision  for  the 

appointment  of  a 2376 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clarke 2376, 2377 

Mr.  Hamlin 2376, 2377 

Mr.  Weller .2376 

Commission   under  the  convention  with  Brazil, 
joint  resolution  extending  the  time  of  the  .595, 

620,  651 
(See  Mtxican  Boundary  Onnmlssion,) 
Commissioner  to  China,  proposition  for  salary 
and  outfit  to «..242 
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Coaeasflner  to  Chioa — remarks  by — 

lir.BorCand *. .2420,  2421 

Mr.  Br'mht 2422 

Jlr.aiiTer 2422,2423 

Jfr.  Case 2422 

Mr.  Dmwmm 2422 

Mr.HonUr ^421 

jlr.  Man^m 2420,  2422 

Mr.  Mason 2422 

Mr.Pcvce..^..^ 2421 

Mr.  Pratt. 2421,2422 

Mr.  Rusk 2420 

Mr.Wdler 2422 

CtaBosmsmtr  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office, proposi- 
tisa  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  report  or  the, 

469,486 

report  from  the , 594 

ConBtMoner  of  Patents,  report  of. . .  .760,  1174 
CasBinioDcr  to  tb«  Simdwich  Islands,  appropri- 
ation for 2377,  2391 

Comswnoncfs,  Board  of.    (See  Clakni,) 

CofMiBttees,  to  wait  on  the  President. 11 

ipeea},  on  elections .11 

uajtOa^ 32 

KkEL 104,272,461,637, 

702,.1566»  1921,2002,2101,2239,2487 

of^oeffrence,  and  their  reports 677,  772, 

1S47,  2437,  2438,  2448,  2463,  2465,  2486, 

2467,  2489 

CasBOO  Council  of  New  York,  bill  to  reimburse 

^expenditures   made  for  the  first  regiment 

dyitwYork  rolunteers 308 

Co^neti  vith  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mis* 
scasppi,  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of 
•B  tCL  approved  February  26, 1849,  for  carry- 
bio  efiect  the  existing,  in  relation  to  the  five 
pcrceat.  fund  and  school  reservations.  .1638, 

1646 

C0af>eiidiam  of  the  public  documents,  joint  reso* 

kiioQ  providiog  for  a 259, 1610, 2370 

Mr.  Bradbory 1610, 1611,  1612 

Mr.  Borland 1611 ,  1612 

Mr.Hak 1610,1611 

Mr-Maagom 1612 

Coapcflsation,  double,  prohibited  to  officers  of 

i^  OovenifQcnt 2371 

CttgfKMaooa.    (Sse  Judga — Keepen   </  Public 
Mmep-Xwed  Offum — Clerks.) 
aC  the  mpbjeea  about  the  Capitol,  resolution 

prariitog  additional 2329 

sddKioaa].    (See  Cenms  Jimr^aU.) 
to  Bkmbcfs  of  Congress.     (See  Congress.) 
to  ofieere  of  the  Tlavy .     (See  Aovoi  Officers. ) 
t3Ctn.     (See  AiataiU    Posiatastirs    General — 

CMfi^Tti;\ae  ntttvam,  rwolution   declaring  the 

ims»»cs  of  lApMLinHAto  be  a  definitive  sct- 

liemeat  of  the  ^ettioni  growing  out  of  the 

^  MystemofdomeatktUrery 12,30, 

»  S4, 92, 106,  113,  J25,  J28.  130,  145,  244, 

S74, 298, 4i0,  419,440,  450, 640,651, 1499* 
remvkahf — 

Mr.Ba4(fer 125,140,440 

Ut.  Brodhmi 115,  116 

Mr.ButJer 36, 

37, 39,  92, 93, 94,  95,  96, 119,  138 

Mr.  Cass 119,146 

Mr.  Ghase. 641,  647 

Mr.  OemfM .647,  652,  655, 656 

Mr.  Foote.. . .  .35,  37,  39,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96, 
114, 115, 116, 118, 120, 133, 134, 136,  138, 

139,  140 

Mr.  Hale 116,  117,  118,  119,  139,  140 

Mr.HoMton 133, 135, 137,  138, 139 

My  Maaon 112, 114,  1145 

Mr.  Kbeu 116,  640,  641,  654,  655 

Mr.  Stockton 118,541 

Mr.  SasMer. 641 

Mr.  ITsderwood 119 

'P'cc'kes  ia  which    the,  are  discussed.    (See 

'OBntioas  of  the  Li^islatucis  of  Iowa  in  regard 
to  the. , 103 

MbooRs  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey 

in Rgard  to  the.^ .541 

rtasrfcsby — 

Mr.  Miner .541 

Mr.SiockkMk..... 541 

^^o>ift<oBer,  Seeond,  proposition  to  increase  the 

■rinof .2423 

^^*MBt,  Aiteiaauiyan  act  for  the  payment  of  arrears 

of  paasioB  to  the  guardian  of. 243. 

245, 503, 1176 


Condenser,  steam.    (See  PUrsaon.) 

Conference.    (See  CommiUees,) 

Congress,  letter  of  thanks  to,  by  Kossuth. . .  .575 

bill  to  repeal  ail  laws  allowing  compensation  to 

members  of,  and  substituting  an  entirely  new 

system  of  compensation  in  lieu  thereof.  1240, 

1374 

remarks  by  Mr.  Underwood 1374 

Congressional  Caucus,  Whig,  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  proceedings  of  the^  dbc.,  by — 

Mr.  Dawson 1080 

Mr.  Gwin 1079, 1080 

Mr.  Maneum 1076,  1159 

Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  free  postage 

on.     (See  Lavss  and  Debates.) 
Congressional  Library.    (See  Library.) 
Connelly,  Owen,   proposition   to    make  him    a 

messenger  in  the  Senate 145 

Consul  at  Amsterdam,  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the 

annual  salary  of  the  American. 2232, 

2239,2457 
Consul,  Spanish.    (See  Spanish  Consul.) 
Constitutional  governments  vs.  monafchies  ..111, 

129 
Contested  election,  debate  and  action  on  the  con- 
test of  David  L.  Yulee,  of  Florida,  for  the 

seat  of  Stephen  E.  Mallory 2,  440 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  Berrien 2,  440 

Mr.  Bright 2,  4 

Mr.  Clay 2,  4 

Mr.\Foote .2, 3 

Mr.  Hale 3 

Mr.  Mason 3 

Mr.  Seward. • 4 

election,  d^c,  of  a  special  committee  on  the. 11, 

448,985 

memorial  in  regard  to. .•••....  .878 

report  of  the  select  committee  against  the  con- 
testant.   2287,  2299,  2308,  2309,  2390 

Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  Committee  on 

the ; 32 

discharged  from  subjects.. 1199 

bills  reported  from  the. 2169 

reports  from. 2469 

Contracts,  mail.     (See  Mail  Contracts.^ 
Contracts  for  dry  docks,  call  for,  and  report  in 

regard  to 595,  602,  675,  2100, 2206 

debate  concerning.     (See  Dry  Docks.) 

with  mail  steamships,  call  for  the 967 

Contracts  for  supplies,  proposition  restricting  the 
several  departments  in  making,  and  remarks 

in  relation  thereto 1099 

Contracts,  public,  bill  amendatory  of  an  act  con- 
cerning, approved  April  21,  1848 1768 

Contracts  with  officers  of  the  Army 903 

Contractors,  bill  makinjsr  it  penal  for  officers  of  the 
Army  to  become,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 

1336 
Contracts  of  Q,uartermaster'8  Department,  debate 
in  relation  to.     (See  Dejiciency  Bill.) 
contumacy  of  a  witness  concerning  the..  .2201, 

2^12 

Convention,  hills  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act 

to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between 

the  United  States  and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 

of  the  27th  January,  1849.  .1554,  1628, 1645 

Coombs,  Leslie,  memorial  of,  in  regard  to  the 

debts  of  Texas,  and  remarks  thereon. .  .1045 

Cooper,  Charles,  &,  Co.,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  bill 

for  their  relief. 1488 

Cooper,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,. , 1,  198, 

272,  282,  417,  447,  459,  486,  490,  524,  605. 
618,  629,  813.  848,  849,  907.  927,  951,  952, 
985,  1015,  1031,  1054,  1076,  1082,  1128, 
1141,  1199,  1205,  1207,  1321,  1372,  1477, 
1489,  1510,  1519,  1520,  1524,   1763,   1784, 

2002,  2156,  2338 

resolutions  by 602,  952, 1005,  1533 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery. 885 

remarks  on  presenting  the  application  of  Leutze, 
the  artist,  to  duplicate  the  painting  of  Wash- 
ington crossing  the  Delaware 1004 

remarks  on  the  resolution  calling  for  the  report 
in  relation  to  the  ouality  of  coals,  dbc.. .1373 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1634 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  Catlin's 

collection  of  paintings. 1846 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  264 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  West 

Feliciana  Railroad  Company •  .1774 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. 1132, 1467, 1468 


Cooper,  James,  of  Pennsylvania — 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

Texas 1132 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

west  of  the  Mississippi. 2181, 2182, 2183, 2184 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Clierokees 

east  of  the  Mississippi.. . .  ..2154,  2155,  2156 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency to  the  Choctaw  Indians 2148 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill , 2401 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  outfits  for 

Ministers 2340 

Corderey,  Joseph,  jjint  rfsolution  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of. .586, 1178, 1186 

Cormick,  Mrs.  Margaret,  leave  to  withdraw  the 

papers  of. 1756 

Corporation  of  Washington.     (See  Charier.) 

Corrections  of  remarks 92 

Courts,  bill  to  restrict  and  limit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  district,  for  the  district  of 

Wisconsin .4,  781,  920 

bill  to  change  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purpose8.33, 

40,  186,  461 
bill  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  holding  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  case  of  sickness  or  other  disability 

of  the  judges  of  the  district  ourts 124, 

128,  218,  450,  461,  845,  849,  878,  984 
bill  concerning  the  sessions  of  the  United  States 

courts  within  the  State  of  Delaware 226, 

308,  389,  424,  451 ,  1258 

bill  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the  United 

States  district  courts  in  Alabama. . .  .525,  543 

lyll  to  provide  for  holding  an  additional  term  of 

the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 

district  of  Missouri 569,  577 

bill  to  regulate  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Iowa. 618, 

666,  1683,  1736 

bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 

provide  suitable  accommodations  for  the  courts 

of  the  United  States. 860 

bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 

courts  of  the  United  States. 860 

bill  providing  for  holding  the  district  courts  in 
the  District'of  Columbia  in  case  of  the  sick- 
ness or  other  disability  of  the  judge.. .  .1199, 

1205,  1211,  1285,  1489 

bill  for  the  holding  an  additional  term  of  the 

circuit  court  at  Little  Hock,  Arkansas,  and 

for  further  defining  the  jurisdiction  thereof, 

and  of  the  district  court 1240 

appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 

the., 1451 

bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts 
to  certain  cases  upon  the  lakes  and  navigable 
waters  connecting  the  same,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1845" 920,  928^  2^38 

Cranch,  William,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 

petition  of 33 

Crandall,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1922 

Crawford,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1628 

Creditors,  of  the  Western  Cherokees,  concern- 
ins: • .346 

of  Texas.     (See  Texas.) 
Creccy,  Col.  James  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,.  .702, 

1737, 1755 
Creek  Indians,  appropriation  to  pay  the  people  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  for  depreda- 
tions committed  by  the 1356,  2171 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1356,  1358,  1362, 

1365,  1368,  1369,  1370,  1371, 1372,  1391 

Mr.  Berrien 1372, 1374 

Mr.  Caaa 1357,  1358,  1364. 

1365,  1367, 1368, 1369, 1370, 1371,  1372 

Mr.  Chase 1.392 

Mr.  Clemens 1357,  1360, 1367,  1391 

Mr.  Dawson  . .  .1359, 1360, 1361,  1391, 1392 

Mr.  Gwin 1391 

Mr.  Hale 1359, 1360 

Mr.  Hunter 1357 

Mr.  Mangum 1391 

Mr.  Rusk 1.358,  1360, 1368, 1,391,  1392 

appropriation  for  the  balances  due  the,  for  Iomips 

ounng  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 1460 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1957,  1958 

Mr.  Borland 1462,  1465,  1466,  1956 

Mr.  Charlton 1954,1956 
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Creek  Indinna,  appropriation  for — ^remarks  by- 
Mr.  Oawsnn ...HSS 

Mr.  Hunter 1463,  1464,  1953,  1956,  1958 

Mr.  Pearce 1465,  1466 

Mr.  Selmfl'ian 1461,  1464,  1465.  1466 

Crimes,  in  iht  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  amend 

an  act  for  the  punishment  of .273, 

410,  1578, 1589,  1601, 1602,  1603,  1645 

bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  April  20,  1816, 

entitled  <*An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 

punishment  of  certain,  ^n  the  United  States, 

and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned," 

298,991 

Crosby,  Andrew  D.,  withdrawal  of  the  papers 
of. 330 

Cross,  Osbom,  of  the  United  States  Army,  bill  for 
the  relief  of. 1225,  1240,  1336 

Cuban  expedition,  proposititjn  for  an  investigation 
concerning  the .903 

Cuban  prisoners,  appropriation  for,  &c . . . . .  .202 

memorial  in  re^rd  to  the  expatriated 217 

bill  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens  lately 
imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  Gtueen  of 
Spain 418, 424,440 

Cumberland  Island.     (See  Dam.) 

Custom-house  at  New  Orleans.    (See  Superintend- 

Custom-houses,  propositions  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  the  erection  and  completion  of 1355, 

1356,1494,1499,2376 
remarks  by  Mr.  Hamlin 1494 

D. 

Dade,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  the  widow  of  the  late  Major 
P.  L.  Dade,  United  States  Army,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 33,  40,  186,  230,  243 

Daly,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .,.50 

Dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  the 
Ohio  river,  bill  to  provide  for  the  inrprove- 
mentof.  .91,  104, 773, 1141, 1205, 1525,  1533 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cass 1225, 1226 

Mr.  Chase 1525 

Mr.  Davis 1525 

Mr.  Downs ; 1525 

Mr.  Shields   • 1526 

Mr.  Underwood 1525,  1526 

Darby,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 199, 

207,  208,  224 

Dnriey,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 104 

D'Autrive  claim.  (See  Private  Land  Claims.) 
Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts.  .1,33,  40,  50,  60, 
61, 103, 104, 112,  144,183,218,233,243,244, 
245,  274,  297,  299,  307,  308,  331,  345,  362, 
38S,  397,  410,  440,  468,  489,  503,  555,  576, 
586,  629,  637,  656,  666,  667,  678,  693,  695, 
701.  702,  717,  745,  773,  813,  844,  860,  927, 
928,  965,  966,  967,  984,  992,  1044,  1065, 
1081,  1141,  1160,  1179,  1186,  1205,  1398, 
1423,  1425,  1445,  1459,  1474,  1475,  1519, 
1522,  1524,  1525,  1533,  1590,  1591,  1592, 
1609,  1661,  1666,  1684,  1686,  1701,  1736, 
1755,  1775,  1810,  1812,  1832,  1833,  1848, 
1859,  1860,  1921,  1950,  1973,  2010,  2011, 
2049.  2055,  2075,  2076,  2169.  2202,  2212, 
2216,  2233,  2235,  2238,  2240,  2251,  2256, 
2269,  2270,  2292,  2310,  2312,  2327,  2328, 

2340,  2390,  2455 

resolutions  by 34,  50,  61, 

110,  111,  318,  702,  814, 1065,  2193 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  set  apart  Fridays 
for  the  consideration  of  private  claims. .  .131 

remarks  in  regard  to  intercourse  with  Prance.  185 

remarks  an  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 302,  311,  667 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reHef  of  Enoch  Bald- 
win and  others 363 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  discipline  in 
the  naval  service 449 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 709, 

968,  994,  997 

remarks  on  the  jiroposition  to  pay  the  expenses 
for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth.  ...721,  722 

remarks  on  th«  bill  granting  to  Ohio  the  unsold 
lands  in  that  State 1067 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  newspaper  publication 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 1189 

remarks  on  the  item  of  appropriation  to  pay  for 
compiling  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorneys  Gen- 
eral  1476,  1 477 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
d\iplicate  land  warrants  in  certain  cases. .  1523 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  further  remedies 
to  patentees..** * 1550 


Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts-^ 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjoumnrient, 

1786,  1861 
femarks  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  the 

Secretary  to  the  Census  Board 1950 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries. ...  4 1891 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Census 

Board 2056,  2057,  2060,  2061 ,  2063 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  arrear- 
ages due  A.  J.  Downing,  deceased 2374 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  263,  265 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  improvement 

of  the  dam  at  Cumberland  Island.. 1525 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 333, 

•  334,  765,  767,  769 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 

mail  line  between   New  Orleans  and  Vera 

Cruz 930,  931,  936 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  security  of 

passengers  on  steamboats 33>,  505,  666, 

1667,  1670,  1671,  1703,  1704,  1705,  1706, 

1707, 1708,  1709,  1710,  1737,  1738,  1739, 

1740,  1741, 1742,  2425,  2426 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  payment  for  the 

surveys  of  claims  m  California.  ...1849, 1853 

remarks  on   the  proposition  to   build   a  war 

steamer  for  harbor  defense 1578 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2458, 

2459,  2460,  2461,  2462 
remarks  in  relation  to  Piersson's  steam  con- 
denser  i.- 2446,  2450 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1477 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  jud^e  of  New  Hampshire..  .908,  923 

remarks  on  tne  appropriation  for  the  floating 

dry-dock  at  San  Francisco,  California.  .1501, 

1503, 1504 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2298, 

2374,  2392,  2419 

Davis,  David  L.,  the  case  of. 679 

Davis,  Mary  E.,  the  widow  of  E.  W.  Davis,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 1115 

Davis,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1662, 

1949,  2002,  ms,  2212,  2389 

Dawson,  William  C,  of  Georgia." 1,  21,  61, 

63,  90,  91,  111,  128, 131,  144, 145, 155,  184, 
186,  198,  199,  203,  218,  233,  251,  259,  308, 
309,  331,  332,  352,  364,  367,  388,  398,  426, 
430,  489,  490,  503,  524,  559,  560,  569,  577, 
596,  602,  629,  657,  659,  666,  832.  901.  907, 
920,  927,  941,  1045,  1046, 1065, 1082,  1106, 
1115,  1117,  1118,  1119,  1120,  1128,  1174. 
1176.  1177,  1178,  1179,  1180,  1187,  1199, 
1241,  1292,  1293,  1294,  1393,  1453,  1459, 
1460,  1464,  1474,  1475,  1479,  1489,  1496, 
1519,  1520,  1553,  1624,  1646,  1651,  1652, 
1775,  1784,  1811,  1813,  1832,  1879,  2144, 

2268,  2337,  2436,  2437,  2464 
remarks  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  recep- 
tion and  entertainment  of  Kossuth. . .  .21,  71 
remarks  in  regard  to  intercourse  with  France, 

184,  185 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 

Hetzel 229 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 302,  313 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A. 

Capron • 367 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 

L^g^ ^^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery 884,  885 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1028 

remarks  on  the  public  expenditures 1046 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  to  Ohio  the  unsold 
lands  in  that  State 1067 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Whig  Congressional  caucus 1080 

remarks  on  tne  bill  authorizing:  a  survey  for  a 
basin  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal .  1353 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin 
for  a  railroad 1399 

remarks  on   the  memorial   of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  in  relation  to  the  fugitive  slave  law, 

1475 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Michigan 
for  a  railroad 1520,  1521 

remarks  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  patent 
laws 1542 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  B. 
Lomax* ^.•. 1663 


Dawson,  William  C,  of  Georgia — 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment^ 

1786, 1863,  1864 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  an  exchange  of 
school  lands ' 1880 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  le^l  repre* 
sentatives  of  James  C.  Watson..  .1652,  1923 

remarks  in- relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  .-:...  .1893,  1894 

remarks  on  the  biH  in  relation  to  the  Census 
Board 2056,  2057,  2060,  2061,  2062,  2063 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
a  public  printer 2333,  2334 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 995, 

997,  999,  1012,  1013,  1014 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  261 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary .  1881 ,  18® 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill. . .  .348,  349,  351 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan  .946 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  payment  fbr  the 
surveys  of  claims  m  California. . .  .1851,  1852 

remarks  concerning  the  estabhshment  of  a  tele- 
graph and  mail  line  to  California.  .1761,  1762 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  West 

Feliciana  Railroad  Company 1773, 

1774,  1775 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  ..2431 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 
line 1295,1489,  1490,  1493 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  balances 
due  the  Creek  Indians 1465 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  th* 

Seople  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  for 
epredations  committed  by  the  Creek  Indians, 
1359, 1360, 1361,  1391,  1392 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2456» 

5457 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  regulate  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen 2443 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1 133, 

1145, 1355,  1408 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  fbr  the  Seneca  In- 
dians of  New  York 1133 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  thtf 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 909 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  floating 

dry-dock  at  San  Francisco,  California..  .1502 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill..  .2150 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

California .2172,  2177 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2393, 

2408,  2420,  2423 

Day,  Ira,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 346, 

426,  606,  1175, 1422,  1646 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 428,  429, 1646 

Mr.  Bayard 429,  1647,  1648,  1649,  1650 

Mr.  Borland 1651 

Mr.  Bradbury 1651 

Mr.  Hale 1650 

Mr.  Hunter 427,  428 

Mr.  Mallory 427,  430,  1651 

Mr.  Rusk 428,  429,  1648,  1649 

Mr.  Upham 430,  1649 

Day,  Silvester,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of. J646 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  the  Kentucky,  bill  to 
extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands  granted 

to  the 450,  569,  577.  694 

Debate  on  propositions  in  the  deficiency  bill.  (See 
Mileage — Collins  Line — Geological  Renort — 
Creek  Indiam^-J^exiemi  Chtemment — Seneca 
fndUms —  Htxas  Indians—^  Indian  Tribes—Jdexi- 
can  Boundary  Line — Custom  Houses — JVbvol 
Officers— J^autical  •9tmanat — Dry  Dock.) 
Debates,  the  distribution  of  the.  (Set  Laws  tif  Cot^ 

gress,) 
Debt.    (See  PvhRe  Debt.) 
Decisions  of  the  President  of  the  Senate. . .  .2, 11 
Defalcation,  joint  resolution  repealing  a  joint  reso- 
lution approved  March  3d,  1846,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  any 
State  shall  and  may  be  in  defkult  of  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  or  principal  on  investment 
in  its  stocks  or  bonds  held  by  the  United 
States  in  trust,  to  retain  certain  moneys  to 
which  said  State  is  entitled,  for  the  purposis 

therein  named 61,  81 

Defences  for  Califbmia  and  Oregon ,  bill  and  re- 
marks in  regard  to  provision  for ..470 

Defences.  National,  joint  resohition  concerning 
the.. 896 
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l^tk»9ej  BiWf  biil  entitled  an  act  to  supply  defi- 
a«crs  ia  the  appropriations  for  the  »erTice 
^Uie  &9ad  year  ending  3t)th  June,  1852.. 903, 
ffl,  1098,  1116, 1130. 1142, 1162, 1174. 1209, 
iilO,  1226,  1241,  1259,  1288,  1302,  1325, 
13^,  1364,  1374,  1390,  1399,  1422,  1449, 
1460,  1475,   1439,  1493,  1510,  1776,  1787, 

1835,  1847 
■tpoMlion  to  amend » and  reniarka  on  the,  by — 

ilf.  Atcbaon v liai,  1133, 

1135,  1227,  1364,  1467.  1477,  1478 

Mr.  Berrien 1106,  1 J33,  1354 

Mr.Bad^r 1104,  1105,  1106,  1134, 

1142,  1144.  1145,  1146,  1355,   1404, 
1408, 1454,*  1467,  1477,  1478 

Mf.Bdl 1134,  1135 

Er.  Borland 1136, 1143.  1144, 

1146.  Ue^  1168,  1467,  1466, 1494, 1700 

Mr.  Bayard 1146 

Mr.  Bcwlbury 1133, 1144, 1393,  1478 

Mr.Caii ...1131,  1133,  1144,  1354 

Mr,  Cooper 1132,  1 167, 1468 

Mr,  Dodire,  of  Iowa 1142,  1543,  1147 

Mr.  Davis 1477 

Mr.  Dawson «... .1133,  1145, 1355,  1408 

Mf.Fdch.; 1145,1494 

Mr.Gwin 1116, 

1122, 1130,  1131,  1145, 1146, 1147.  1354 

Mr.  Hamlin 1142, 

1143,1144,1168,1355,  1494 

Mt  Hunter...  1099,  1103, 1106,  1122,  1130, 

1134, 1135.  1142, 1143,1144,1145,  1146, 

1147, 1148,  1149,  1167, 1168,  1227  1354, 

1356, 1404,  1460, 1467, 1478.  1494,  1788 

Mr.  Hale 1104,  1105,  1131, 1142, 

1143, 1166, 1404,  1454,1468, 1477,  1478 

Mr.  Mfller 1132 

Mr.  PttTce 1 1 32,  1133 

Mr.  Ro^ , 1131 , 

1134,  1135,  1148, 1354, 1355,  1788 

Mr.  Seward 1132,  1354 

Mr.  Shtekls 1 1 35 ,  1 408 

Mr.  Sebtstiaa 1132,  1354,  1355,  1460 

Mr.  Underwood 1103,  1454» 

Mr.Wtlker 1467 

Mr.WcBer 1499 

B^we  Xtaoe,  propoaed  appropriation  for  the 

n^Kntnest  ot. 2379 

Bdwwe.  (SceOmrto.) 
l>^tS^  ftm  Or^n.     (See  MUage.) 
Mh  ofiki  IdiMinippi.     (See  Survey, ) 
Dm  Mdnet  coonty.  Iowa,  proposition  to  refund 
U)  thft,  the  expenses  of  the  district  court.2424 
BttMoinesudDubuQQe  counties.    (See /oioa.) 
De!$c«h^,l(^,uid  SOD,  joint  resolution  for 

\^tw^o( ^ .....' 1784 

D«iiett,Qeoi?e,V«ftfattdirf  of.  .860, 1811, 2203 

Oqwaeotil  priuiDp,  \no6ji^,  &c.,  resolution 

eamff  upoo  the  aerml  Secretaries  in  regard 

r.^. •; 1460 

Jjfpoatarf  of  the  Tressory  in  California,  con- 
etniag^.,..^ 1972 

gyt^'^oai.    (See  Cretk  htttimu.) 

umy'i  reconnnisiaflcc  of  the  Gulf  of  California, 

propoaooB  to  print 1784, 1847, 1879 

Oeusy.GtoCTQs  A.,  late  an  acting  purser  in 

tie  nary,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 602, 

^  ,  702,  1808 

Di  Stosnre,  WilKajn  P.,  of  Sotith  Carolina, 

1449, 1646,  1847,  2204,  2329,  1741 

ni»k»  on  the  li(riu-hou8e  bill .2461 

««i^  Tlwinas,  bOl  for  the  relief  of 984 

«^Mo8.    (SeelTeed.) 

«J>|,John,  hiU  for  the  relief  of.61, 1813, 1834 

«««T,  lobert,  leare  to  irithdraw  the  petition 

«i: 1186 

j^^iaettiheNavy.    (SceJVar^.) 

***'f^t  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  resolu- 

^fl^ofinatruciion  to  the 61,81,  1973 

"reported  from  the * 282. 

440.524,  878,  1046, 1115, 1161,  1591, 1972 
wl  to  prevent  malicious  mischief  and  to  protect 

property  in  the 991 

(we.ff  tf  9f  CQnmt9    Crimes — Banking —  fVath' 
^i^©a  Ctly—pentuy/raiMa  Jhemu, ) 
*tDet  Aitamay  for  the  northern  district  of  Ala- 
•••a,  hiQ  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 

tljBited  State* , 184 

yy>gfl>«.  public   (See  Biniin^^Cmpendihim  ) 

*^^»  Heary.  of  Wisconsin 1, 39,  50, 

•I.  91. 136t  144, 155, 183, 198,202, 282. 330, 

418,  438.  460,  606,  651,  656,  678,  693,  717, 

7tf,  ^  («L  844,  878,  901, 920, 941,  967, 

l»;i9a».  WU 1^.  1594, 1659, 1972 


Dodge,  Henry,  of  Wisconsin — 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin 

for  a  raiirottd 1399 

remttrks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rol>ert 

Grignou , 2195 

Dodge,  Augustus  C,  of  Iowa.  .1,  4,  11,  33,  39, 
41,  49.  50,  60,  61,  72.  81,  89,  104,  128,  130, 
145,  155,  186,  198,  202,  244,  258,  272,  273, 
282,  328,  330,  346,  364,  400,  407,  418,  424, 
.  447,  486,  502,  504,  524,  525,  541,  569,  595, 
618,  651,  656,  657,  659,  666,  669,  825,  826, 
860,  920,  967,  1027,  1029,  1032,  1033,  1046, 
1081,  1082,  1115,  1199,  1205,  1225,  1240, 
1270,  1291,  1295,  1301,  1335,  1362,  1372, 
1389,  1420,  1459,  1488,  1510,  1519,  1521, 
1524,  1525,  1554,  1566,  1624,  1628,  1659, 
1666,  1682,  1737,  1756,  1921.  1922,  1949. 
2169,  2202,  2240,  2267,  2469,  2470,  2489 

resolutions  by 155,  1107,  2169,  2469 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 301,  302,  314 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bill 1082 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Michigan 

for  a  railroad 1521,  2010,  2049,  2424 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  deiisus  re- 
turns   207 

remarks  on  Iowa  land  bill 333, 

762,  766,  763,  764,  765,  766 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  security  of 

passengers  on  board  of  steamboats 1671 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. 1X42,  1143, 1145 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  purchasing  Dr. 

Owen 's  ^eologicoJ  report .1142 

Doland,  Daniel,  the  papers  of,  withdrawn.  ...657 
Domercq,  Don  B.  Juan,  a  Spanish  subject,  bill 

for  ihe  relief  of. 619,  1181,  1186 

Donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  the  State 

of  Arkansas,  bill  to  revive  for  a  limited  time 

an  act  in  relation  to  .331, 346, 1161, 1612, 1624 

Donations.    (See  Grania.) 

Donelsoo  &>  Armstrong,  proposition  to  contract 

with,  to  execute  the  census  printing.    (See 

Census.) 

Dorsey,  H.  P., adverse  rq>ort  in  the  case  of.. 637 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  of  Illinois..  1,  33,  40,  63, 

ys,  106,  125,  146,  244,  282,  311,  332,352, 

418,  440,  525.  586,  640,  651,  656,  702,  781, 

920,  927,  928,  967,  984,  1005,  1044,  1098, 

1199,  1226,  1240,  1258,  1541,  1599,  1682, 

1683.  1686,  1737,  1756,  1783,  1791,  1847, 

1890,  2032,  2251,  2266,  2271,  2289,  2290, 

^  2299,  2375,  2394,  2489 

resolutions  by 469,  1362 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  election  of  officers  of 

the  Senate 63 

remarks  on  the  reception,  &c.,  of  Kossuth.  .70 

personal  explanation  by ; 125 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Jo- 
seph Lewis  Breese 928 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol .1026 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1784,  1862 

rtmarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  tlie 

amount  of  money  received  by  Generals  Scott 

and  Pierce 2213 

personal  explanation  by,  on  presenting  Mr. 

Stanly's  denial  of  a  certain  letter.  .2292,  2293 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

public  printer. 2325. 

S»26,  2327,  2328,  2329,  2333,  2334,  2338 
remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law..  1952 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 350. 

762,  764.  766.  767,  768,  769 
remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  tele- 
graph and  mail  line  to  California.  .1683, 1684, 
1685, 1756,  1757,  1758,  1760,  1761,  1763 
remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs. .  .1834 
remarks  on  appropriation  for  Collins  line.  1191 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ...2456 
remarks  on  the  civil  ana  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill 9378,  2392.  2399.  2408,  2424 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  public  printirig  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 

cent 2395,  2399 

Downer,  Dr.  Avery,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1566 
Downing,  A.  J.,  late  rural  architect,  appropria- 
tion to  pay  the  arrearages  due 2374 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clemens 2375.5376 

Mr.  DavU 2374 

Mr.  Pearce 2375, 2376 

Mr.  Shields 2374 

Mr.  Sumner 2376 


Downs,  Martha  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.586, 1425 
Downs,  Solomon  W.,  of  Louisiana. .  .1,  32.  33, 
40.  49.  50,  90,  104,  111,  123.  124,  130,  146, 
188,  186,  199,  202,  208,  209,  217,  224.  272, 
^  298.  308,  328,  330,  352,  366,  388,  389.  409, 
410,  418,  438,  440,  447,  460,  468,  488,  489, 
490,  493,  503,  510,  569,  576,  586,  595.  602, 
618,  629,  630,  637,  678.682,703,709,717, 
728,  746.  750,  813,  860,901,927,967,968, 
991,  1015. 1068, 1115, 1141, 1174, 1175, 1177, 
1179,  1208,  1225,  1449,  1460,  1591,  1627, 
1628,  1736,   1737,  1847,  1933,  2212,  2232, 

2235,  2455 

resolutions  by 41,  492,  1645 

remarks  on  the  disposition  of  private  claims, 

132 

remarks  concerning  Mexican  claims 183 

remarks  on  the  rules  in  regard  to  private  busi- 
ness  208 

remarks  on  the  question  of  referring  the  petition 
of  Daniel  Pope,  a  Mexican  claimant.. .  .328, 

329,  330 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants 300, 301,  314 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  T.  H.  Mc- 
Manus 492,  493,  692 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
Kossuth 1 588,  589 

remarks  in  relation  to  Tisiting  the  steamship 
Baltic 658 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Joseph  H.  D. 

Bowmar 729, 

730,  785,  2004,  2005,  2006,  2007 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery 882 

remaijcs  on  memorial  of  James  Rhinehart..l844 

renmrks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1865 

personal  explanation  in  relation  to  an  amend- 
ment to  the  census  bill 2226 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 698, 

708,  970,  971,  972,  974,975,  994, 1000, 1001, 

1009,1010,1011,1012,  1014 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  census  returns, 

2226 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland 
Island 1525 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  securitv 
of  passengers  on  board  of  steamboats. .  .504, 

505,  2427 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2434, 

2437 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of 
the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi 2434,  2437 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  regulate  the  ap- 
pointment of  miashipmen 2443 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 908 

Drawback,  bill  for  extending  like  principles  to 
those  conferred  by  the  act  entitlea  •*An  act  al- 
lowing drawback  upon  foreign  merchandise 
exported  in  the  ouginal  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Santa  Fe,  Mexico,  and  to  the 
British  North  American  Provinces  adjoining 
the  United  States,  approved  March  3d.  1845,'' 
to  forei^i  merchandise  exported  to  Mexico 
by  certam  indicated  routes. . .  .410,  590,  608, 

1336 

an  act  authorizing  imported  ffoods.  wares,  and 
merchandise,  entered  and  oondedfor  ware- 
housing, in  pursuance  of  law,  to  be  exported 
by  certain  routes  to  ports  and  places  in  Mex- 
ico  2389 

Dry, Docks,  naval,  joint  resolution  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  copies  of  a  work  on. . .  .1525 
Dry  dock,  the  floating,  at  San  FVancisco,  Cali- 
fornia, the  appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill 
for 1499 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger. . ,.. 1499,  1500 

Mr.  Brodhead 1499,  1500,  1501,  1502 

Mr.  Davis.... 1501,  1503,  1504 

Mr.  Dawson 1502 

Mr.  Hale 1503 

Mr.  Hamlin 1500,  1501, 1.502 

Mr.  Hunter 1500,  1501 

Mr.  Mallory 1501,  1502 

Mr.  Mason 1501 

Mr.  Rusk LSOO,  1502 

Mr.  Stockton 1502,  l.SOS,  1504 

Mr.  Weller 1500.  1501.  1502,  1503 

in  California,  remarks  of  Mr.  Gwin  concern- 

inf 
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Dry  dock  in  California — 
proposition  in  the  deficiency  bill  authorizing  the 
use  of  the,  for  prirate  vessels,  &c. ....  .1408 

propositions  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill  con- 
cerning  2450,  2451,  2452,  2456 

Dudley,  Thomas  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 984 

Duer,  William,  the  case  of 679,  724 

Dulf,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  1532, 1683, 1736 
Dumont,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ebenezer,  bill   for 

the  relief  of. 1755 

Dunning,  James,  bill  for  relief  of. .  .226,  362, 389 

Duties,  bill  to  to  remit  or  refund  duties  on  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandise  destroyed  by  fire, 

226,  410 

bill  to  release  the  bonds  given  for,  on  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandise  destroyed  by  fire  in 

the  city  of  San  Prancisco,  in  California,  and 

for  other  purposes 298,  308 

I  emission  of,  on   railroad  iron.    (See  Raleigh 

and  Gaston  Railroad  Company.) 
import,  resolution  proposing  a  modification  of, 

928 
Duties  on  railroad  iron.    (See  WUmingion  and 

Manehe$ler  Railroad.) 
Duty.     (See  Tonnage  Duly.) 
Dwelly.  William,  bill  for  relief  of.984, 1460, 1666 

Dwinell,  Rufus,  bill  for  the  relief  of 186, 

230,  243,  694 
Dyson,  Leonard,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  as  assignee 
of  Edward  McLaughlin  or  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives  1128,  1460 

E. 

Elagle  Steamboat  Company,  at  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  bill  to  incorporate  the. .524 
Easton,  William  C,  bill  for  relief  of. 447,-785.  814 
Easton,  Langdon  C,  bill  for  relief  of.  1646,  2239, 
Edith,  call  for  information  in  relation  to  the  loss 

of  the  schooner 847 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 847,  849 

Mr.  Cass 848 

Mr.  Gwin 847,  848,  849 

Mr.  Hale 848,  849 

Mr.  Hunter 847, 848,  849 

Mr.  Seward 847,  848 

Mr.  Shields 848,  849 

Mr.  Pratt 848 

the  steamer. 273 

Edwards's  estate,  near  the  Gosport  navy-yard, 
proposition  for  the  purchase  of. ...... .  .2450 

Election.    {Set  Contested  EUetion.) 

of  a  special  committee  on •  • 11 

Electoral  votes,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
number  of,  each  State  will  be  entitled  to  in 

the  Presidential  election  of  1852 619 

Elliott,  Jonathan,  appropriation  to  pay 2402 

Elliott,  Mrs.  Asenatn  M.,  widow  of  the  late  Cap- 
tain E.  G.  EllioU,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..1972 
Elliou,  Theodore  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  .525, 

1178,  1424 
Ellis,  Giles  U.    (See  Cash,  David  C.) 
Emigrants  to  California,  protection  of.   (See  TeU- 
ftr(^>h,) 

Employees,  about  the  Capitol 2329 

of  the  Senate,  proposition  for  extra  pay  to.2469 
Engineer  Bureau,  bill  allowing  the  principal  as- 
sistant in  the,  the  same  compensation  which 
the  principal  assistant  in  the  Ordnance  Bu- 
reau of  the  War  Department  receives. .  .1488 

Engrossed  Bills,  Committee  on 32,  594,  2457 

Enrolled  Bills,  Committee  on 32, 

49,  1373,  1923,  2425 

Entries  of  public  land,  suspended,  bill  to  rivive 

and  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  tinte  the 

provisions  of  an  act  relative  to 104, 

124,  244,  1736 
bill  to  legalize  certain,  made  in  Florida. . .  .952, 

1225, 1337,  1756, 1769 

Errata 92,  125,1488 

Ervin,  John,  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of,  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  in  theDe  Bastrop  claim. 308, 

425,  489 

Espy,  Professor  J.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .630 

bill  granting  compensation  to,  for  the  use  of  his 

conical  ventilator 630 

appropriation  to  pay 2450 

Estimaies,  proposition  in  ree^ard  to  the 903 

Everly,  Lieutenant  Michael,  a  revolutionary  oflfi- 
cer,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of.  .1586 

Everett,  Edward,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 243, 

.  245,259,363,389 
Blxecutioiui,  public,  of  criminals,  bill  to  prohibit, 

1107,  lUS 


Expenditures,  public,  of  the  country,  petition  in 

relation  to  the 1046 

in  the  Gtuartermaster*s  Department,  remarks  on 
the.     (See  Dejiciency  Bill.) 
Exploration  and  reconnoissailce,  bill  to  authorize 
an,of  the  courses  of  navigation  used  by  wha- 
ling vessels  in  the- regions  of  Behring's  Straits, 

^.,  &c 330 

(See  Behring's  Straits.) 

Exploring  expedition .30 

appropriation  for  the  publication  of  the  works 

of  the .2252 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland i. 2252,  2255 

Mr.  Bradbury 2253,2254,  2255 

Mr.  Brodhead 2252,  2254,  2255 

Mr.  Hale .2252,  2253 

Mr.  Pearce 2252, 2253,  2254,  2255,  2256 

Mr.  Shields 2255 

Explosion  of  steam-boilers,  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  practical,  scientific 
men,  to  make  a  series  of  practical  experiments 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if  possible, 

the  cause  or  causes  of  the 104,  282,  308 

memorial  in  regard  to  the,  and  remarks  there- 
on  469,487 

Exports  to  Mexico      (See  Drawback.) 
Express,  the  New  York,  remarks  of  Mr.  Mangum 
upo^  the  conduct  of  the  editor  of,  &c..  .1159 
Extra  pay.     (See  Employees  qf  the  Senate — Em- 
ployees about  the  Capitol — Reporters.) 

P. 
Factor,  William  Senna,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1832 
Faffnazi,  Guiseppe.     (See  Portrait  qf  H.  Clay.) 
Falls  of  Louisville,  memorial  for  a  canal  on  the 

north  bank  of  the  Ohio  around  the. 966 

of  the  Ohio,  bill  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
overcoming  the  obstructions  to  the 'naviga- 
tion at  the. 81,  104,  2144.  2169 

Farrar,  Margaret,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .503,  1176 
Fay,  Theodore  S.,  proposed  compensation  to, 

2379 
Fawns,  James  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .984,  1186 
Fayetteville  and  Central  Plank  Road,  resolution 
granting  the  right  of  way  to  the.  .1258,  1321 
Fees  and  costs,  bill  to  regulate  the,  to  be  allowed 
to  clerks,  marshals,  and  attorneys  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 

2195 
Felch ,  Alpehus,  of  Michigan . .  1 ,  33, 40, 41 ,  49, 81 , 
91,  104,  112,  124,  128,  130,  153,  155,  183, 
184,  198,  208,  209,  217,  228,  244,  245.  259, 
272,  282,  297,  298,  303,  308,  330,  331,  348, 
363,365,366,  400,  401,  424,  425,  438,447, 
450,  461,  469,  486,  487,  489,  503,  511,  524, 
543.  569,  586,  595,  602,  619,  657,  728,  745, 
746,  760,  772,  773,  774,  775,  813,  844.  860, 
901,  927,  928,  941,  942,  952,  967,  991,  1005, 
1049,  1054,  1068,  1082,  1141,  1161,  1176, 
1180,  1186,  1187,  1225,  1241,  1301,  1321. 
1390,  1398,  1420,  1445,  1460,  1488,  1510, 
1511,  1,'520,  1522,  l.'^23,  1532,  1541,  1592, 
1599,  1628,  1645,  1646,  1659,  1681,  1736, 
1737,  1742,  1743,  1756,  1768,  1770,  1775, 
1806,  1807,  1808,  1809,  1810,  1812,  1859, 
1949,  2030,  2100,  2169,  2204,  2232,  2238, 

2373 

resolutions  by 124, 

243,  282,  469,  985, 1141,  1769 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 

Darby 209 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 

ity  of  land  warrants.  .301,  302,  303,  314,  315 

remarks  on  the  bill  fortherelief  of  John  Ervin, 

490 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  T.  H.  Mc- 

Manus 493,  682 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H. 

D.  Bowmar 785,  2007 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Wisconsin 

for  a  railroad 1399 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Michigan 
for  a  railroad  from  Saginaw  to  Montreal..  1520 
remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  se- 
lecting lands  granted'  to  Michigan 1592 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  issue  scrip  to  satisfy  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants 1682,  1683 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 

the  public  lands  in  California 1770, 

1171,1172,1773 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a 

canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary  .  ...1880, 

1881,  im,  1935 


Felch,  Alpheus,  of  Michigan — 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 

patentees .1570 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  payment 

of  surveys  of  claims  in  California 1849, 

1850,  1853,  18616,  1867 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1145,  1494 

remark9  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2288, 

2378,  2407 

Fenwick,  Martih,  bill  for  relief  of.  .50^,1177,  1186 

Ferguson,  James,  surviving  partner  of  the  firm  of 

Ferguson  &  Milhardo,  an  act  for  the  relief  of, 

298,  410,  728 

Field,  Alexander  P.,  late  Secretary  of  Wisconsin 

Territory,  and  sureties,  joint  resolution  for 

the  relief  of 130,  272,  365,  390 

Finance,  Committee  on 32 

clerk  allowed  to  the .*. 130 

the  continuance  of  the  clerk  to  the 2486 

bills  reported  from 91, 112.203, 

272,  410,  424,  460,  629,  845,  991,  1488,  1554, 
1736,  1922,  2231,  2271,  2309,  2389*  2419 

discharged  from  subjects 460,  1541 

resolution  of  instruction  to  the 781 

reports  from  the ? 1682 

Fire.  (See  Library  of  Ctkgress.) 
Fish,  Hamilton,  of  New  York.  .1,  (credentials,) 
2,  30,  49,  50,  60. 61, 62, 80. 81, 103,  123, 124, 
127,  202,  217,  243,  244,  245,  ^2.  297,  397, 
398,  418.  438,  440,  447,  450,  468,  486,  510, 
541,  558,  568.  569,  586,  602.  618,  619,  629, 
651,  656.  677,  693,  717,  725.  745.  746,  772, 
813,  860.  901,929,941,  966,  967,  1044,  1115, 
1127,  1224,  1240,  1389,  1398.  1474,  1487, 
1519,  159Q,  1627,  1844,  2055.  2140,  2144, 
2212,  2225,  2256,  2266.  2287,  2309,  2371 

resolutions  bv 62,  418,  746,  991,  1301 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2453 

Fisher,  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Marvin  W.  Fisher, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .469, 1175,  1422,  1806 

Fisheries,  the  North  American,  call  upon  the 

President  iii  relation   to  the,  and  response 

thereto.. .1890,  2049,  2075,  2144,  2195,  2216, 

2338^ 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams 1893 

Mr.  Bell 1895 

Mr.  Borland ^, .  .1892,  1894,  1895 

Mr.  Butler 1892 

Mr.  Cass 1891 

.    Mr.  Davis 1891 

Mr.  Dawson 1893,  1894 

.  Mr.  Hamlin 1890 

Mr.  Mason 1890, 1893,  1895,  1896 

Mr.  Pearce 1896 

Mr.  Pratt 1897 

Mr.  Rusk 1893 

Mr.  Seward 1892,  1894 

Mr.  Toucey 1893,  1894 

incidental  remarks    in   jregard   to  the.      (See 
Beltring*s  Straits.) 
Fishing  bounty,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 
the  schooners  Ursula,  Forester,  Grampus,  and 

Stephen  C.  Phillips 1301 

Fitz,  Albert,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
pers of. 128 

Fitzpatrick,  Richard,  bill  for  the  reKef  of.  ..1589, 

1662,  1667 

Flanagan,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 942, 

1519,  1,522,  1525 
Fletcher,  Thomas,  deceased,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  executors  and  heirs  of. 298, 1808 

Flinn,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .418,  728,  746 
Flogging  in  the  Navy,  petition  for  the  restoration 

of Ill 

call,  <&c.,  in  regard  to 30,  34,  128,  203.  282 

memorial  in  regard  to • .  • 218 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 221,  223 

Mr.  Gwin 273,  346 

Mr.  Hale 283,  346 

Mr.  Mallory 223.  282 

Mr.  Stockton 218, 223 

Florida,  bills  granting  lands  to^ 
for  a  railroad  from  Pensacola  Bay,  in  the  State 
of  Florida,  to  Montgomery,  in  Alabama.  .21, 

30,586,1302,1329 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Florida,  Atlan- 
tic, and  Gulf  Central  Railroad 21.  577 

to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  plank  road  from 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  in,  to  the  town  of  Mont- 
gomery, in  Alabama 198 

appropriation  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  ckims 
of,  f«r  the  ■trvice  of  her  troopf ,  dbc.  •  •  •  .2436 


•i'"' 


■«j^ 346 

'<i?*-H24?9 

•C; 1952 

■< m 

\ E-i 

-... ISo-i 

;■■•..;; )*.vj 


•*< 


■"".Ita 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


XT 


FlBo^kS  erantiog  ianda  to,  remarks  on,  by — 

JkSri^t..^ .2436,2437 

Jfr.Mi^lory je436 

16:  Morton .2436,2437 

m.  Prau. 2436 

Aiai  of,  call  in  regard  to.... 128 

jilirinnf  of  the  Legislature  of. .345 

jmtnaoHuUou  and  oUier  propoaiiions  to  auihor- 
izt  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to,  the  money  actually  paid  and  expended 
mmttiUng  Indian  hostilities,  under  the  act  of 

2:4  February,  1851 .2101,  2431 

biB  taanthorize  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  lands 

a. 952 

(See  E*hia  of  iMuda — School  Lands — Land  Dit- 
tmts.) 
Florida  Keys,     (See  Preemption.) 
F)9^,Gmpi  R.  Cj^  laU  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
lorf  of  Wiaconsin,  joint  resolution  for  the 

rriirfof. 1756,1922,1934 

Fbyd,  SaJJy  T.,  widow  of  Lieutenant  George  C. 
Piojrd,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  bill 

(or  the  relief  of .50,  61 

kan  to  wiilMlra w  the  papers  of 61, 

91,  198,  209,  217,  362,  419 
f.ul  mtier,  Linsey  *8,  proposition  for  the  pur- 
chase or  construction  of. 2450 

FwL,  Sobmoo,  of  Vermont. 1,  282, 

330,  337,  503,  602,  618,  629,  694,  746,  760, 

■Rl,  813,  826,  902,  941.  1390,  1423,  1424, 

1460,  1488,  1566, 1586,  1623, 1879,  2202 

Pooit.HiBryS.,  of  Miasissippi 1, 

U,  a,  21,  30,  32,  41,  42,  49,  72,  91,  124, 
125, 128  345,  389,  397,  543,  927, 1389 

it*>l«tem8  by .• .410,  502 

eon«ction  of  his  remarks 92 

refliarkf  retative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 

■»t  of  Koseuth .22,  24, 26,  27,  41 ,  42, 

U.  46, 53, 63,  66»  70,  71,  85,  86,  87,  88,  90 

resarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  meas- 

i«t..35,37,  39,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96, 114, 115, 

lie,  118, 120,  133.  134, 136, 138, 139, 140 

Focopi  RelauoDs,  Committee  on 32 

aii&ora«d  to  appoint  a  clerk 2140 

pnposid instTBctions  to Ill,  448, 

469,  702,  903«  1047, 1199, 1301 

biS*  ie4  Tcsoktions  reported 398,  440, 

8»,  Ql,  6TO,  717,  902,  1336,  1488,  1554, 

1599,  2251,  2271 

£Mkuff4  fiom  sabjects 609, 1844,  2309 

rvfmn»Civm 2002,2239,2465 

Fort  Deiiwsrc,  •npropriation  for  the  construction 

of. rrn.;, 2434 

TCStBuhy-^ 

MT.Ba^«xd ^ 2434 

l&T.^Wd^ ,..,...  .....2435 

Mr.  8uxku>n. ^ , 3434 

FordficadoBs  of  Sao  Fnnciseo  Bay,  resoluUon 
in  ngvd  to  the  amooDt  of  money  necessary 

p    .^-v- 461 

>wtifcsiions,  prop€Med  appropriations  for  the 

srssmeot  o/l 3433 

Fen  }gadmoa.    (See  Fre^mption  Claimants.) 
FortM  Wumeba^  and  Howard,  sale  of- military 

resmraifoD  at    (See  fftsconsin.) 
Foetflriad  Whitney's  report, proposition  to  print, 

-     ,     ^,  124,128,130 

PtMi^,  >8tioBaJ.     (See  Jinend.) 
^  tad  Wisconsin  nrers.     (See  Grants.) 
Fr«Bj,  iotercoane  with.    (See  JliinisUr.) 
^.   (Set  Claims.} 

^"■J***  the  reremie,  call  in  r^ard  to 346 

J'*P'*'>oo  for  a  conunittee  to  mvesti^te,  and 

Tn^tfrom 2457, 2484,  2486,  2489 

bv,  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the, 

901,  902,  991 
"***«urffteiii  the  Society  of  Friends  in  regard 

i^anrreBuu-kfl  thereon 1474 

toaUwetiam  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  re- 

^»^to 1934,1950 

BBHrks  on  the  fu^tiTS  slare  law  by — 

Mr.  Borland 1952 

Mr.  Brooke 1951 

Mr.  Batter 1 952 

Mr.  Charlton 1951 

Mr.Doarlaa ^ 1952 

Mr.Qwio... 1952 

AT. aaaaon •  • « ••  •  •...••«•..■.•«•  .....i yo  1  ■ 

Mr.  Shielda.  .••••..... 1951,  1952 

Mr.Smner 1950,  1951 

'*P<iw  sieves,  approfmatton  to  defray  the  ex- 

gf  f  alof  JDg,  to  their  owners 2371 

O. 
Utt  fbrtUreOer  or..lA2, 1847 


Gardiner  9  Francis  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .389, 

491,  493 

Gardner  claim,  concerning  the 1555 

Gamett,  Alexander  Y.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

460, 1175, 1186 
G^arrettson,  Isaac.    (See  Bryan.) 
Ghiugers  in  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans. 

(See  Collector.) 
Geneml  Armstrong,  the  brig,  resolution  concern- 
ing  1934 

Geology  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota, 
proposition  to  print  the  report  of  Dr.  Owen 

on  the. 155 

appropriation  to  pay  for  printing  the  report, 

1142 

distribution  of  the  report 2489 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  print- 
ing the,  &c.,  by-^ 

Mr.  Badger 1144,  1478 

Mr.  Borland 1143,  1144 

Mr,  Bradbury 1478 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 1142 

Mr.  Hale 1142, 1143 

Mr.  Hamlin 1143. 1144,  1478 

Mr.  Hunter 1142,  1143 

Georgia,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  to  the 
State  of,  for  moneys  expended  and  losses  sus- 
tained in  horses  and  equipments  hy  the  vol- 
unteers of  the  State  miutia,  while  engaged  in 

the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 155, 

186,  203 

resolutions  of  fht  Legislature  of. ... , 657 

Geyer,  Henry  S.,  of  Missouri... 1,  (credentials,) 
2,  21,  30,  49,  91,  217,  226,  243,  297,  313, 
314,  365,  503,  569,  576,  577,  618,  619,  630, 
708,  709,  765,  773,  781,  812,  813, 825,  828, 
844, 860, 902, 927, 928, 952, 1044, 1065, 1115, 
1128,  1141,  1160,  1181,  1209,  1285,  1352, 
1362,  1488,  1510,  1524,  1525,  1542,  1554, 
1666, 1770, 1776, 1807, 1922, 2238,  2271, 2310 

^  resolutions  by. , 577,  1736,  2055 

'  remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 66S 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

officers 826,  827,  628 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  St.  Genevieve  plank 

road 1046 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 974, 

1009, 1012,  1014 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 

patentees. .1571,  1573 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  ofpassen- 

gers  on  board  of  steamboats 166^,  1670, 

1671,  1709, 1710,  1711,  1737, 1738, 1741 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  payment  of  the 

survey  of  claims  in  California. . .  .1849,  1850 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line, 1327,  1328 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2444, 

2445,  2450,  2453,  2455,  2456, 2457 

remarks  on  tlie  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge 1^6 

Gideon,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1160,  2205 
Gideon,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .308,  425,  451 
Gilbert,  F.  ^.,  a  page,  resolution  to  compensate, 

2239 
Glynn,James,  bill  for  the  relief  of.602, 1179, 1186 
Gnadenhutten,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of, 

224,  298, 1662 

Gh>ld9borough,  L.  M.,  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  and  J. 

F.  Blunt,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .702,  1661, 1667 

GK>ods  destroyed  by  fire.    (See  Duties.) 

Graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.    (See 

Public  Landsj) 
Graham,  Lieut.  Cfolonel  J.  D.,  and  the  Commis- 
sioner to  run  the  boundary  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Mexico 1660 

call  for  the  report  of. 2030 

discussion  in  regard  to  his  connection  with  the 
management  of  the  boundary  commission, 

2402 
call  on  the  Interior  Department  for  the  reasons 

of  his  recall 1859,  1882 

Grants,  to  the  State  of  Ohio  of  the  unsold  and  un- 
appropriated public  lands  remaining  in  that 

.  State 4,  21,  30, 112,  1065,  1083 

bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  to  select  and  locate  other  lands 
in  lieu  of  such  as  had  been  sold  in  the  tract 
granted  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox 

and  Wisconsin  rivers,  in  Wisconsin ..4 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  quan* 
tity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  eoaatruction  ef  a 


railroad  from  Milwaukie,  in  Wisconsin,  by 
way  of  Watertown,  to  Prairie  La  Crosse,  on 
the  Mississippi  river.  ...4,33,  61,  1398,  1^ 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Fond  du  Lac  tp  Janesville,  in 
Wisconsin 4,  34,  666,  1209,  1226, 1240 

of  public  lands  to  the  States.  {Set  Public  Lands.) 

,  bill  to  grant  land  to  the  Slate  of  Iowa,  to  oid  eaid 

State  in  the  construction  of  a  railroaU  from 

Dubuque  to*Keokuck,and  from  Davenport  to 

the  Missouri  river. 4,  21 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  do- 
nation of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  tolbe 
State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph, 
in  said  State 11,  21,  308,  773,  782 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Florida, 
Atlantic,  and  Gulf  Central  Railroad  Compa* 
ny,  through  the  public  lands,  and  appropria- 
ting lands  to  the  Slate  of  Florida  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  said  railroad  and  branches, 

11.21,577,1285.  1302 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  the  unsold 
and  unappropriated  public  lands  remaining  in 
that  State H 

bill  gianting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
^rant  of  land  to  Florida  and  Alabama,  to  aid 
m  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Pensa- 
cola  Bay, in  Florae,  to  Montgomery,  in  Ala- 
bama  21,30.586,1302,1.329 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  purpose  or  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  western  limits 
of  that  State 21,  30 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
making  a  railroad  from  Selma  to  the  Tennes- 
see river 30,  33,  774,  782 

bill  granting  a  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Memphip « 30 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right 
or  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
making  a  railroad  from  Girard  to  Mobile 
Bay 30,50,1285,1302 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  the 
construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary's,  in  said  State 33,  41 

bill  granting  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  plank  road  from 
Saginaw  to  Montreal  river,  with  a  branch 

from  Grand  river  into  the  same .33, 

41. 1520,  1525 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  States  of  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a 
raid  road  from  Green  Bay  to  Lake  Superior.40 

bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  mili- 
tary reservation  at  Fort  Winebago,  in  that 
Suite,  to  aid  in  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. .. .50, 6I ,  844 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mississinpi  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for  the 
purpose  constructing  and  locating  a  railroad 
from  Branddh  to  the  eastern  border  of  said 
State,  in  the  direction  of  Montgomery.  Ala- 
bama  91,  124,128 

bill  granting  the  r}g:ht  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads 
therein 155,  308 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for  the 
purpose  of  constructinj^  a  canal  or  railroad 

across  the  Peninsula  of  Michii^n 184, 

198,  308, 1241, 1258 

bill  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad,  with  the  right  of  way,  from  La- 
fayette, Indiana,  by  way  of  Peoria,  Illinoie. 
and  Burlington,  Iowa,  to  Missouri  river..  198 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 

land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  plank  road 

from  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  Florida,  to  the 

,    town  of  Montgomery,  in  Alabama 198 

bill  to  grant  a  quantity  of  the  public  land  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the 
western  boundary  of  Arkansas,  by  the  Helena 

and  Fort  Smith  Railroad  Company 226, 

24B,  273.  308 
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Orantc — 
bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Arkanjuui  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  land  to  aid 
in  the  conaliuction  a  of  railroad  from  a  point 
on  the  Miaaissippi  river,  opposite  the  town  of 
Mempbisi  Tennessee,  via  Little  Rock,  to 
•ome  point  on  Red  river,  on  the  border  of 

Texaa ^72, 283, 308 

bill  granting  lands  and  the  right  of  way  to  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the 
■  Ohio  river,  opposite  Louisville,  itentucky,  to 
a  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.. 308,  952, 1302, 1329,  2212 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  grants.  (See 

Wisconsin.) 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said 

State 332, 

348,  362,  390,  450,  461,  503,  525,  543, 
556,  569,  577,  590,  596,  619,  630,  659, 
669,  695,  703,  709,  722,  750,  761,  772,  967 
bill  making  a  ^rant  of  land  to  the  States  of  In- 
diana, Illinois,  and  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  the  Wabash  to 
the  Missouri  river.. 389, 398, 1205, 1362, 1373 
bill  granting  land  to  the  several  States  df  the 
Union  for  the  relief  and  support  of  indigent 

insane  persons 461,  469 

bin  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  in 
trust  for  the  Zilwaukie,  Grand  Traverse,  and 
Mackinaw  Plank-Road  Company,  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  a  plank  road  from  Zil- 
waukie, on  the  Saginaw  river,  to  Grand  Tra- 
verse bay,  thence  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw, 

595,  860, 1241, 1258 
bin  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Central  Railroad,  &c .773,  783 

bin  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  dona- 
tion of  public  land  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Manitowac  to  th«  Mississippi  river,  in  that 

Stale 781,  814 

of  a  military  reserve.    (See  Louisiana.) 
bill  making  the  States  of  Louisana  and  Missis- 
sippi a  grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  therein 814, 

860, 1420. 1469, 1475 
bill  granting  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river .878 

bill  granting  to  the  Stater  of  Wisconsin  a  dona- 
tion of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  fcom  the  town  of  Sheboygan,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  to  the  Mississippi  river. 920 
biU  to  grant  the  ri^ht  of  way  through  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  for  the  construction 
of  certain  railroads  in  California  enumerated, 

1115,  1128, 1701 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the  right 

way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid 

in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  fVom  Gaines's 

Landing  to  Fulton,  in  said  State 1208, 

1225, 1683, 1686 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  right 

of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public  lands  for 

the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a 

railroad  from  Shreveport  to  the  Mississippi 

river,  in  said  State 1225, 

1460,  1554, 1847, 1859 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 

the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  California,  to 

aid  in  the  construction  of  railroad  from  San 

Francisco  to  the  city  of  San  Jos^,  in  that 

Stale 1336, 1390, 1398 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 

frant  of  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
ndiana,  and  Illinois,  in  aid  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Cincinnati  to  St. 

Louis. . . .  • 1336, 1352, 1628 

bin  granting  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  right 
of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
construction  of  a  rauroad  from  New  Orleans 
to  Opdousas,  and  thence  to  the  Sabine.  1449, 

1554 

bill  ^nting  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of 

Missouri,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  land,  to 

aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 

MiiiStai*. , 1904,1511,1519 


Grants — 
an  act  making  grants  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  and  for  other  purposes, 

1628, 2100, 2438 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  for  the  construction 

of  a  canal  from  Tulare  Lake  to  the  San  Joa- 

auin{  in  the  State  of  California 1736 

to  Michigan  for  a  canal.    (See  Canal.) 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  California  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  canal  across  the 

Sierra  Nevada  Valley 2239 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
frant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and 
Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  construction'of  a  rail- 
road from  a  point  on  the  Mississippi,  opposite 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  via  Little 
Rock,  to  the  Texas  boundary,  near  Fulton, 
in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort  Smith 

and  the  Mississippi  river 2389, 

2409,  3438,  2463,  2488 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cass 2463 

Mr.  Gwin 2463 

Mr.  Underwood 2463 

to  the  several^tates  anil  Territories  for  rail- 
roads, dbc,  proposition  to  make 2468 

rSee  School  Lmd» — Insant — Bxarlington — Illinois 
—Telegraph,) 
Gray,  Martha,  bill  granting  lands  in  Oregon  to, 

and  others 2169 

Gray,  John,  and  Wyer  G.  Sargent,  bill  for  the  re- 

Uef  of. 2169 

Grayson,  Colonel  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

781,1810,2203 
Greene,  Major  General  Nathanael,  petition  for  the 

purchase  of  the  papers  of 844 

Greene,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .111, 

227,  243,  2299 

Grenedux,  C.  E.,  bUI  for  the  relief  of. 1115 

GreenweU,  Combs,  bin  for  the  relief  of 1210 

Greneaux,  C.  E.,  biH  for  the  relief  of.  .2204,  2212 

Greenough,  Robert,  proposition  to  pa^ 2171 

Greer,  WiUiam,  an  act  for  relief  of 298, 

666,  1445 
Grignon,  Charles  A.,  biU  for  the  relief  of. . .  .553, 

569,  2194 

Gr^on,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2006 

Guion  &  McLaughlin,  biU  for  the  relief  of.  ..525, 

1177, 1423 

Gunpowder  depdts,  concerning 746 

Gunter,  Charies  G.,  bin  to  rdinquish  the  rever- 
sionary interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  cer- 
tain reservation  therein  mentioned,  and  to 

confirm  the  title  of,  thereto 460,  469 

Guthrie's  safety  valve,  concerning 814,  845 

Gwin,  William  M.,  of  California.  .1,  4,  30,  32, 
33,  39,  40, 41, 49,  60, 61,  62,  72,  81,  91, 103, 
104,  111,  124,  128,  144,  155,  183,  198,  202, 
203,  217,  218,  224,  226,  227,  243,  244, 259, 
272,  273,  274,  282,  298,  307,  308,  330,  331, 
346,  388,  389,  390,  399,  410,  418,  424,  425, 
447,  450,  460,  461,  468,  471,  487,  488,  503, 
504,  511,  512,  553,  568,  570,  576,  586,  595, 
596,  602,  619,  637,  638,  640,  65T,  665,  666, 
680,  695,  702,  703,  708,  709,  746,  760,  761, 
766,  771,  775,  784,  813,  844,  878,  903,  921, 
928,  929,  941,  965,  966,  968,  985,  992.  1064, 
1096,  1106,  1107,  1114,  1115,  1129,  1161, 
1175,  1192,  1199,  1205,  1209,  1210,  1240, 
1258,  1259,  1285,  1336,  1352,  1364^,  1372, 
1389,  1390,  1391,  1511,  1522,  1524,  1525, 
1541,  1542,  1547,  1554,  1590,  1591,  1599, 
1600,  1602,  1617,  1623,  1628,  1645,  1646, 
1659,  1662,  1686,  1701,  1736,  1737,  1755, 
1756,  1783,  1784,  1787,  1810,  1811,  1832, 
1834,  1835,  1847,  1859,  1860,  1866,  1879, 
1883,  1922,  1934,  1949,  1951,  1973,  2002, 
2004,  2010,  2033,  2041,  2049,  2143,  2231, 
2233,  2234,  2266,  2269,  2270,  2300,  2390, 

2438,  2442,  2450,  2457,  2470 

resolutions  by 30, 128,  259,*308,  389, 

410,  461,  709,  966,  1116,  1555, 1784, 1934, 

1950,  2232,  2370 
remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  156, 157 

remarks  on  the  bUl  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 301,  314,  315 

remarks  on  flogging  in  the  Navy 346 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Rives  for 

reporting 347 

remarks  on  the  bin  providing  additional  de- 
fences for  the  people  of  California  and  Oregon , 

470 


—   M 


t3i.3<.i:<i. 


Kl(ai(MT|lter- 

^ 44?,4^J 


Gwin,  William  M.,  of  California—  ,ilftJll^-''' 

remarks  in  regard  to  refunding  duties  to  Call*  ,|J.fi.»^^'^'*' 

fornia .! 511   .4^1103  H^' 

remarks  on  the  bill  oroviding  for  the  settlement  .jn.}"^!^^'  ^*:^' 

of  the  accounts  of  public  oflicers  for  military    >',iife  !'**•  "' * 

contributions  in  Mexico 676,  6*77  *  \  J;!,  i- ^  l*^  • 

remarks  relative  to  the  bin  for  a  navy-yard  at  i  J  3fc,  liJ'-  J-  ' 

San  Francisco 554,  555,  784  •  iX/^  1**^ 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner     *  i*B  \&K  i^- 

Edith 847,  848,  849    I  :*i  !W.  l^:*' . 

personal  explanation  by 878  -^•;  ^H.  ^^"l  1<^^ 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  conttnu-  '7 -a!  \^i,  \h^\ 

ance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1030,    T  ^  1(3  m, 

_,     .  1031.1033    i'S^li!l^X 

remarks  in  ^latton  to  the  -opinions  of  Greneml    »;  4  k*  -*■'''] 

Scott,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Whig  Con-    «  S^  4in  k^ 

gressional  caucus 107?,  1080    ^IIk-'K 

remarks  on  the  bin  providing  for  the  ascertain-     *^''*^^- 

ment  and  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in 

California 1 129,  2033,  3038 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 

of  claims  originatmg  in  the  military  opera-  ^■^■"^""•^*' 

tions  in  California 1206, 1207,  1209    ■««"*' I*'";^; 

remarks  concerning  the  leasing  of  the  islands  in 

the  Pacific 1590 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 

Woodward lOOO   '»»^«fJoi;nK' 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Golds-    4*** 

brough  and  others , 1661  'tn^i^hk  W. 

remarks  on  the  biU  providing  for  the  survey  of  4!M 

the  public  lands  and  grantim?  donations  in  '  tvaidmiit^m 

California.,... 1770,  1771,1772,1773  J 

remarks  on  the  bHI  providing  for  the  survey  of  t9v*ai  mfrtair  • 

public  lands  in  California 1772  i^l3,44,;y,  liti 

remarks  in  relation  to  a  right  of  way  across  the  »• ij^ 

Isthmus  of  Tehnantepec 1833  ?*.Wt 2h5. 3;f; 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  an  adjoummeVit,  (imMtofaHM-V 

1784,  1861,  1862,  1863  o, Z] 

remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  '/^Brfoinip^f^ 

boundary  commission 1920,  1921  l  .^  ''J] 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  ^^^^HyT 

the  laws  and  debates 2003,  2004  iiZi,^; 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bin 970,  971,  .  ,„u  T**  V 

972, 973, 974, 975,996, 998, 1010, 1014, 1161,      '^"'  ^'*"!;: 
remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re-    ^^' 

turns 156, 157,  476,  204,  206,  207  ,,^ ^^'^ 

remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law. 1952     ""'"* ^"^f^'- 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bin 765,  766   ***»««  Can^n, 

remarks  concerning  the -expedition  to  Japan,      ";*■ 31)" 

•             943,948,1007    '^'ff&.John\ 
remarks  pn  the  biU  for  the  estsblishment  of  a    '^*^'^*. ',^ 

mail  Hne  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera    '••fti»«»rr,.v>r.*., 

Cruz • 933      M^.  *^\< 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen-    -«i:if(faeCflrm*i 

gers  on  board  of  steamboats 2425,2428      v^j 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  payment  for  th«    i^^iheconiinii 

surveys  of  claims  in  California 1849,    WaI k,,^ 

■    ■         1850,1851.1866,1867      1031,1032,  loo- 
remarks  on  the  bfll  in  relation  to  protection  to   /Jkewmfynj^,,,,; 

the  Territories 1790-  Jstnct  of  Ma/.^ 

remarks  on  propositions  fbr  nolrDads  to  connect 

the  Mississippi  and  Pacific  ocean.  .2466,  2467 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bfll.  .2430, 

2432 
remarks  on  the  wpropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1146,  1149,  1191 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to-  indemnify  the 

people  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama,  for 

depredations  committed  by  the  Craek  Indiahs, 

1391    .^,      " 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  construe-     'qj?^"*'^*  --  •■ 

tion  of  a  basin  and  railway  at  navy-yard,  San     J?**  1^10,  Ki 

Francisco 554,  555,   .^^J \q 

784,  828,  861,  862,  904,  907>  2450,  2451  ^^'''^p^  I'v 
remarks  on  th«  provision  to  regulate  the  ap-     w^'^^arm^t 

pointment  of. 2443, 2446    J^^^'^nl,..!;^ 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  California  in  the       «  Ujgtjrnr.f  ,1 

deficiency  bill • lllCt    w,  i;,, 

1122,  1130, 1131,  1145,  1146, 1147, 13^  x^^'Hi^n , 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .2437  >^^,233o,  in'i 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  claims  for  supplier    ^s^ •^.' 

furnished  to  the  Indians  in  California.  .2105.  t       3^, 9*1  J, 

2110  >^'^'^;l[ 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria-  -.  ^  >k  113,  i  <!<.', . 

Uonbill 2287,2378,2379,2408,2423    >?i«;;^;'* 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to  ,    , /' 

Texas. JJ380  X " l^ 
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Hale 
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123,  124,  125,  131.  248,  243,348,  273,  »w,  v -»,si,-«.  fl 
308,  346,  348,  352,  364.  365,  366,  368, 3M.  \Ni)7 J,^«" 
m,  400,  494,  42»,  426,  490.  48U  W,448,  ^^!>,|i*  K 
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B^Mft  p.,  of  New  HampKhi 

49,  488,  490,  493,  760,  783,  813,  849,  878, 
m.  sea,  90d,  »07,  9*iO,  9S1,  925,  908,  929, 
Ml.  942.  947,  991,  1029,  U)9I,  1033,  1048, 
mi,  106^,  1081,  1082,  1083,  1160,  J 127, 
im,  1140,  1161,  1167,  1168,  1174,  1175, 
1176,  1177,  1178,  1180,  1181,  1203,  1205, 
1710,  1225,  1226,  1238,  1240,  1258,  11259, 
1369,  1286,  1288,  1295,  1321,  1362,  1364, 
1373,  1376,  1391,  1399,  1419,  1420,  1422, 
1433,  1424,  14SS,  1445,  1446,  1449,  1451, 
1453.  1474,  1475,  1476.  1477,  1489,  1495, 
1504,  1510,  1519,  1521,  1522,  1527,  1548, 
1556,  1674,  IfiOl,  1602,  1621,  1623,  1624, 
1755,  1787,  1807,  1808,  1810,  1811,  1813, 
S333,  2233,  2240,  2251,  3266,  2267,  2271, 
SS99,  2308,   2310,  2370,  2442.  2443,  2463, 

2469.  2470,  2486,  2487 

mslstHMis  bT .30.  31,34.131. 

331,398,  425,  448, 471, 878. 1005. 1107, 1198, 
146U,  1521, 1549,  1572,  1601.  2239,  2331 

RflBuin  on  the  Prettch  npoliation  bill 400 

markj  id  regard  to  the  e&iled  Irish  patriots, 

409 
fcaarira  id  regard  to  disdpline  in  the  naval  ser- 

Tw.. 448,449 

fcsarks  mi  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Er- 

WD. 490 

nmarki  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W. 

Sinonton •  • 494 

RmHn  in  regard  to  the  contested  seat  from 
risnsa.  %" "  *  **■  >•••••••••>•••••••••  •■••.3 

miiisls  realtime  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 

Mit  c^  Koflsuth 22,  23,  44,  70,  106 

penoaal  explanation  by 125 

itaurks  on  lloeging  in  the  Navy 283.  346 

nBu^  eoBceroin^  the  appointment  of  a  clerk 

to  the  ladian  Commiaee. 310 

marlcson  referring  the  petition  of  Daniel  Pope, 

a  Mexican  claimant.^ .330 

marka  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
hiadtn^  of 4he  Congre«sional  documents.. 332 
rks  on  the  resoltHion  to  pay  Mr.  Rives  for 

347 

by N .362 

RHttiks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  proceed- 
K^  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Captain 

Luoner « 398 

t«aai)tB tn the  bill  for  the  relief  of  St.  John's 

Ciwth,  in  tfae^lty  of  Washington 786 

icosHn  ia  rtktion  to  the  ioas  of  the  schooner 

With. 848.  849 

•eaarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carmel- 

VLsNoMerY 881 

•  wx  the  )o«it  resolution  for  the  contina- 

<A>kb  ^KKk  en  the  Capitol 1026. 

VfiS,  1030,  1031, 1032.  1052 

ftoaiks  en  thc\»Stft  n^Wte  the  compensation 

of  the  AMriet  judge  for  the  district  of  Massa- 

«*"«*• 1421 

HBJsna  on  the  Sftpropnation  for  the  Long 

«*^- 1450*.  1451* 

OD  the  Bppnpnalion  for  the  judiciary, 

1452'* 
on  the  bin  providing  further  remedies 

lepeieolece. .1449,  1450.  1570,  1571 

Mi  iJw  propoeUion  to  amend  the  rules. 

1605, 1606,  1608 

in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a  com- 

^CMliiuBof  the  public  documents..  1610,  1611 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  Claf 1634 

OR  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  fra  Dsy  .1650 

oo  the  joint  reaokition  to  supply  arms  to 

the  Washington  City  Juvenile  Guards.  .1769 

on  the  proposition  for  adjournment. 

1785 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

printer 2325,2335,2336 

SB  the  apportionment  bill 972. 

973.974,999 
IB  ration   to  the  compromise  meas- 

• .116, 117,  118,  119, 139,  140 

in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 

260 

on  the  Iowa  land  bill 764 

concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 

943,  944,  945.  947 
on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 

Orfoans  and  Vera  Cruz 934,  9S5 

■nsrfcs  on  the  bill  for  the  security. of  pansi^n - 

garioahoafd  of  steamboats.  1703, 1704.  1708. 

ITlft,  1711, 1737,  1788, 179a,  1740.  2426 

ling  the  establi^hroenlof  a  mail 

liiM  toCklifovok.  ...1757, 1764 

32d  Cc««fics8 — 1  ST  Skssion, 


Hale.  John  P.,  of  New  Hampshire — 

remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs . .  .1363 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  West 
Fi^ltciana  Railroad  Company 1774 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a  war 
steamer  for  harbor  defense .1543 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1267. 

1268,  1270,  1291,  1293,  1483,  1490.  1494 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
people  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama,  for 
depredations  committed  by  the  Creek  Indians, 

1359,  1360 

remafks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  .2445, 

2453.  2454,  2455 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  navy-yard 
at  San  Francisco.. 662.  905 

remarks  on  items  in  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .1104, 
1105,   1131,  1142,  1143,  1166.  1404.  1454*, 

1468,  1477,  1478 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  printing 

Dr.  Owen's  geological  report 1142,  1143 

Hale,  James  W.,  appropriation  for  pay  of.  .1168 
Hamilton,  A.  Boyd,  pro  position  to  pay  for  print- 
ing and  binding  commercial  statements.  .1145 

proposition  for  relief  of.     (See  Printer.) 
Hamihon,  James,  proposition  to  reconsider  the 
motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of,  to  a  select 
committee 2032 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bright 2033 

Mr.  Butler 2032 

Mr.  Rusk 2033 

Mr.  Touccy 2082 

Hamlin,  Hannibal,  of  Maine..!,  33,  39,  49,  60, 
61,  111,  124,  128,  130,  156,  184,  198,  208, 
221,  226.  227,  244,  272,  273.  297,  330,  365, 
400,  407,  410,  417,  418.  424.  438,  440.  460, 
468,  486.  489.  503.  541.  576.  586.  602,  618, 
629.  637.  -656.  657,  665,  666,  678.  679,  693, 
695.  708,  771,  774.  775,  784,  813,  814,  844, 
846,  860.  901, 902.927.  952.  966,  1033, 1034. 
1044.  1082.  1083,  1115.  1128,  1141,  1161, 
1168,  1174,  1179,  1185,  1198,  1208,  12t>9, 
1210,  1224,  1240,  1258,  1285,  1301,  1325. 
1329.  1336.  1352,  1356,  1389,  1390,  1424, 
1425,  1449,  1460,  1488,  1525,  t532,  1541, 
1573,  1579,  1589,  1659,  1666,  1682.  1683, 
1736,  1737,  1768,  1810,  1811,  1832.  1833, 
1847,  1879,  1920,  1934,  1949,  2002,  2030, 
2032,  2049,  2075,  2140,  2144,  2169,  2193, 
2^,  2232.  2251.  2268,  2269,  2299,  2309, 
2329,  2340,  2342,  2370.  2376.  2409.  2419. 

2457,  2463,  2464.  2469,  2486 

resolutions  by 5.  273,  308,  331, 

468,  525,  577.  1116,  1209,  1588.  1736.  1784, 
1833,  1847,  1859, 1949,  2140,  2469,  2489 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  binding  of  certain 
documents ^ 129, 332 

remarks  on  the  disposition  of  private  claims. 

132 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ruftrs  Dwi- 
nell , 231,  232 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants • • . .  .300 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A . 
Cuprpn 367 

remarks  on  the  French  spoliation  bill 400 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  newspaper  publication 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 1189 

remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Hon. 
Charles  Andrews 1239 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1784 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 
the  laws  and  debates 2003,  2031 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  free  transmis- 
sion of  the  Qlobe  and  Appendix,  .2030,  2031 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American 
fisheries .- 1890 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  money  received  bv  Generals  Scott 
and  Pierce, .' 2215 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
public  printer. 2325,  2326 

remarks  m  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns  206.  264.  476 

remarks  on  the  bill  Ibr  a  mail  line  between  New 
Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz  , 935 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  securitv^f 

passengers  on  board  of  steamboats 724« 

1702, 1739 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a  war 
•teamcr  for  harbor  defense.  ,.....••••  •1543 


Hamlin,  Hannibal,  of  Maine —  '   ^ 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2458,  24iB2 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1190,  1328 

remark^  on  appropriations  for  the  completion  ^f 

custom-houses 1494 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1142, 

1143,  1144,  1168,  1355,  1494 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  print- 
ing Dr.  Owen's  geological  report. 1143, 

1144,  1178 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  floating 

dry-dock  at  San  Francisco.  .1500, 1501, 1502 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .2171 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2377, 

2392.  2393,  2419.  2424 
remarks  on  the  provision  for  a  coramerciHl  agent 

at  Paraguay 2376.  237.7 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  the  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty 

per  cent. ,,., 2398,  2399.  2400 

Hampstead,  Samuel  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1921 
Hanson,  Noah,  resolution  to  pay  the  funeral  ex- 
penses of , 2169 

Hanson,  Mrs.  W.  Maria,  proposition  to  pau  to, 

&c 1784,1847 

Harbor  defense.     (Sec  War  Steamer.) 
Harbors  and  rivers,  bill  making  appropris,tlon  for 
the  improvement  of  certain....*  . .  .128,  130, 
2010,  21C9.  2232.  2240.  2256,  2271.  8293, 

2299,  2312,  2329,  2438,  2471 

remarks  by  Mr.  Miller .130 

joint  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  cause  the  harbor  and  river  of  Providence, 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  surveyed, 

1736,  1756.  2032 

Harrington,  James,  bill  for  relief  of.  ..1128,  2205 

Hart,  Monmouth  B.,  Joel  Kelly,  and  Wm.  Close, 

securities  for  the  late  Benjamin  Y.  Hurt,  a 

Purser  in  the  United  Stares  Navy,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 985,  1 186,  2205,  2225 

Hayden,  Catharine  Proctor,  the  only  child  of  John 
White,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .2049, 

2202,  2205,  2212 
Hays,  John  C,  adverse  report  in  the  case  of, 

1613, 1617 

Hays.  Adam,  the  case  of. . . .  4 679 

Hayti,  concerning 1769 

Hazen^  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 984,  1390 

Herd,  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1532 

Hernandez,  Joseph  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .2140 
Herring,  Gardner,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .243, 245 
Hetzel.  Mrs.  Margaret,  the  widow  and  adminis- 
tratrix of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late  assistant  qusr- 
master  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 145, 229,  243,  2389 

remarks  by —  * 

Mr.  Bradbury .229 

Mr.  Dawson ...229 

Mr.  Underwood ...229 

Hickey,  William,  clerk  of  the  Senate,  pay  in- 
creased  2470 

Higginbotham,  James,  bill  for  relief  of.  .746,  1809 
Hdbbs,  Nathaniel,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

papers  of 920 

Hobbs,  Eli,  withdrtiwal  of  the  papers  of 81 

Hodges  and  Lansdale,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
the  legal  represen^tives  of  Rinaldo  Johnson, 

deceased 1106,  2205 

Homestead  Bill,  an  act  to  encouragre  pgrirulture, 

&c 1352,  1521,  2100,  2266 

petitions  in  relation  to 1681,  1859 

Hooe,  Emily,  bill  for  relief  of.  ..1161,  2205.  2212 
Horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  navment  of,  approved  March   3,  1849, 
*^  ^  •  1834, 1847 

Hospital.     (See  J^aval  HotpUal) 
Hospital  and  navy-yard  at  Pensacola,  disagree- 
ment on  the  amendment  in  relation  to.  ..2488 
Hostilities.     (See  Indian  Hostilities.) 

Hotchkiss,  Gideon,  bill  for  the  reUef  of. 991, 

1813, 1834 

Hot  Springs,  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Arkansas 

the.  in  that  State,  and  the  four  sections  of 

land  reserved  from  sale  by  act  of  1832. .  .^1, 

282,  2239 

Houston,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. ..  yy'^}^^ 

Houston.  Sam,  of  Texas. . .  .1.  ^^^3»  ^^i' ^^^ 

130,  132.  199,  9010,  2201.  2202,  2233,  2489 

resolution  by  ...  * "":.'\'*Z  V#  '  *i ^^^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  and 


remarks  on 

Richard  H.  Sean 


.1621 


T 


XVIII 


INDEX  TO 


Houston,  Sam,  of  Texas — 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  measures, 

133,  135, 137,  138,  139 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill., . .  ..2461,  2462 

Remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2463 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

California 2180,  2181 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  ..2424 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 

Texas 2380,  2381 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  for  the  pub- 
lic printing  at  a  reduction  of  nfty  per  Mnt., 

2399 
Howard,  Thomas  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .398, 

727,785,814 
Huehes,  Cornelius,  of  Tennessee,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of.  651,  2231 

Hulsemann,  Chevalier,  correspondence  of..  .1627 
Humbert,  Ausrustus,  appropriation  to  pay.  .1167 
Humphreys,  Gad,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .619,  1444 

Hunter,  Charles  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 666, 

760,  1181,  1186,  1225 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.,  of  Virginia 1,  11,  33, 

40,  49,61,90,91.92,  104,  111,  112,  128,  202, 
225,  226.  229,  230.  244.  259,  273,  274,  298, 
1299,  307,  309,  322,  362,  364,  365,  400,  407, 
410,  424.  425,  426,  430,  440,  447,  460,  468, 
469,  486,  487,  488,  489,  492,  502,  543,  570, 
594.  595,  601,  602,  605,  606,  619,  629,  630, 
665,  666,  667,  675,  693,.  694,  702,  825,  826, 
849,  880,  907,  927,  951,  752,  985,  991,  992, 
1024,  1052,  1054,  1065,  1068,  1081,  1083, 
1098,  1115,  1136,  1141,  1167,  1168,  1174, 
1175,  1179,  1185.  1186,  1187,  1189,  1204, 
1210,  1225,  1226,  1231,  1259,  1285,  1286, 
1287,  1288,  1296.  1301,  1302,  1307,  1335, 
1356,  1362,  1364,  1376,  1390,-1399.  1401, 
1403,   1420.   1422,   1423,  1424,  1425,  1444, 


1449, 
1489, 
1542, 
1682, 
1809, 
1949, 
2032, 
2225, 
2266, 
2310, 
2389, 
2436, 


1452, 
1493, 
1554, 
1770, 
1860, 
1953, 
2033, 
2231, 
2269. 
2324, 
2.390, 
2438, 


2172,  2193, 
2252,  2256, 
2308,  2309, 
2371,  2376, 
2425.  2435, 
2463,  2464, 


14.59,  1461,  1475,  1476, 
1510,  1524.  1532,  1541, 
1574,  1631,  1645,  1646, 
1784,  1787,  1806,  1807, 
1890,  1922,  1935,  1937, 
1976,  19H2,  2002,  2004, 
2141,  2145, 
2240,  2251, 
2287,  2292, 
2340,  2342, 
2409,  2419, 
2449,  2457, 

2486,  2487,  2309 

resolutions  by 130. 

203,  346,  398,  903,  1645,  2463,  2486 
remarks  on  the  disposition  of  private  claims .  132 
remarks  on  the  rules  in  regard  to  private  busi- 
ness  208 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwi- 

nell 231,  232 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants 300,  302,  667,  668 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  Bald- 
win and  others 362,  363 

remarks  in   regard  to  paying  interest  on  the 

claim  of  Ira  Day 427,  428 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 

Legcett 364,  603 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  accounts  of  public  officers  for  military  con- 
tributions in  Mexico. . .' 676,  677 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  the  Cap- 
itol....  847 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 

Edith 847,  848,  849 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery 880,  882 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1024, 

1026,  1027,  1028,  1029,  1030,  1031,  1033 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  to  Ohio  the  unsold 

lands  in  said  State 1067 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  newspaper  publication 

of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 1187 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1633 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  issue  scrip  to  satisfy  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants 1683 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 

the  public  lands  in  Califonua 1772 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1784,  1785,  1786 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  exploration  of  the 

seas  in  the  region  of  the  whale  fisheries.. 2041 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the  rules, 

2170 
the  credentials  of. 2488 


Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.,  of  Virginia — 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 333,  349 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 
Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz. « 935 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 
patentees 1555, 1569,  1570 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a  war 
steamer  for  harbor  defense. ..... .1574, 1575 

remarks  on  the  Army  apbropriation  bill.  .2428, 
2429,  2430,  2432,  2433,  2434,  2437 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  assignees 
of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of  the  Choc- 
taw Indians 1405 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1148,  1149,  1162, 

1164,  1227,  1228,  1231,  1241,  1242,  1243, 
1246,  1247,  1289,  1296,  1309,  1310, 1390 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  balances 

due  the  Creek  Indians 1462, 

1564, 1953,  1956,  1958 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
people  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  for  depreda- 
tions committed  by  tlie  Creek  Indians.  ..1357 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 
west  of  the  MississijSpi .2181,  2182 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  boundary 
line 1405 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  dry-dock 
in  Colifornia .1500,  1501 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. .2145, 

2146,  2150,  2171,  2185 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

California 2173,  2175,  2180 

remarks  on  the  additional  compensation  to  the 
Miami  Indians  for  the  sale  of  their  lands, 

1976,  1981,  1982 

remarks  on  i  the  appropriation  for  the  Shawnee 
Indians 2038 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  redemption 
and  extinction  of  the  annuities  of  the  Eel  River 
Miamies 2144,  2155 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill 2252,  2287,  2288,  2291, 

2292,  2298,  2310,  2311,  2341,2342,2371. 
2373,  2377,  2379.  2392,  2401,  2419,  2524 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  outfits  of  Min- 
isters, t .2338,  2339,  2340 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  salary  and  out- 
fit of  a  Commissioner  to  China 2421 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 
Texas 2381 

remarks  on  theproposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  the  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty 
per  cent 2400 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  a  supply  of  water 
to  Washington  city. .  .2288,  2289,  SS90,  2291 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 
the  P«tomac  Bridge. ...... .2294,  2296,  2297 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 
east  of  the  Mississippi 2152,  2153 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency to  the  Choctaw  Indians 2146, 

2147,  2148.  2149,  2150 
remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill, 

2438 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 

the  naval  service. 2442, 

2444,  2445,  2453,  2454,  2^5,  2457 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  navy-yard 

at  San  Francisco,  California 903, 

904,  906,  907,  2452 
remarks  on  the  provision  to  regulate  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen 2443,  2446 

remarks  on  the  mileage  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives  ..1835 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  and  in  relation  to 
the  expenditures  in  the  (Quartermaster's  De- 
partment..l099, 1103, 1106, 1122, 1130,  1134. 
1135,  1142,  1143,  1144,  1145,  1146,  1147, 
1148,  1149,  1167,  1168,  1227,  1354,  1355, 
1404,  1460,  1467,  1478,  1494,  1788 
remarks  in  relation  to  printing  Dr.  Owen*s  ge- 
ological report 1142,  1143 

remarks  in  relation  to  procuring  copies  of  the 
Spanish  laws  and  decrees  affecting  private 

land  claims  in  New  Mexico .1480 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

Texas .;..: 1788,1789 

Hutchinson,  Thompson,  bill  for  the  relief  of.618, 

1180, 1186 
I. 
Ice-boats  on  the  Potomac  river,  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  the  placing  of 198,  346,  410 


Illinois,  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  select  thef 
balance  of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled 
under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1827,  granting 
lands  to  aid  that  State  in  opening  a  canal  to 
connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with 

those  of  Lake  Michigan... .104, 

124, 130,  332,  346 
bills  making  grants  of  land  to— 

for  a  railroad  from  the  Wabash  to  the  Mis- 
souri river 389, 398,  1205, 1.362,  1373 

for  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio,  oppo- 
site Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  a  point  on  the 

Mississippi,  opposite  St.  Louis 308« 

952,  1302,  1329,  2212 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  fruni  Cin- 
cinnati to  St.  Louis 1336,  1352,  1628 

Indemnities.    (See  So\Uh  Carolina.) 
Indemnity.     (See  Mexican  IndemnUy,) 
Index.     (See  Opiniont  qfthe  m^Uomeya  GeneraLy 
synoptical,  of  the  laws,  resolution  for  the  clis- 

tribution  of  the 245 

Indiana,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. . .  .1389, 

1832 

an  act  to  enable  the  Legislature  of,  to  dispose  of 

unsold  saline  lands  in  said  State.  .1511,  1659 

an  act  to  supply  a  deficiency  to  the  State  of,  in 

a  township  pf  land  granted  to  said  State  Cor 

the  use  of  a  State  University  by  an   act  of 

Congress,  approved  April  9, 1816 1542, 

1646,  1662 
bills  making  grants  of  land  to — 

for  a  railroad  from  the  Wabash  to  the  Mis- 
souri river 389,  398,1205,  1362,  1373 

for  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio,  oppo- 
site Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  a  point  on  the 

Mississippi,  opposite  St.  Louis .308, 

952,  1302.  1329,  2212 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  St.  Louis 1336,  1352,  1628 

Indian  affairs.     (See  Sxiperintendenl,) 

Indian  Afifairs,  Committee  on 32 

-    resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 282,  985 

Mports  from • .1566 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from .J155, 

244.  389.  503,  525,  554,  586,  657,  746,  844, 
1046,  1115,  1128,  1525,  1768,  1832,  1972, 

2144,  2268 

Sroposition  for  a  clerk  to 298,  308 
ischarged  from  subjects 487,  586,  666, 

746.  1199.  1285,  1373,  1628,  2231 
Indian  agents  in  California,  proposition  for  the 

investigation  of  the  conduct  of. 1355 

Indian  appropriations  to  be  paid  directly  to  them 

and  not  to  attorneys. 2185,  2421 

Indian  claims,  resolution  concerning 282 

Indian  Department,  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the, 
and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  ending 

June  30th,  1853 1847,  1922.  1937,  1953, 

1976,  2004,  2038,  2076,  2101,2145,2171, 
2389,  2425,  2428,  2438,  2471 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 2145,  2146.  2150,  2171 

Mr.  Dawson 2150 

Mr.  Qwin 2437 

Mr.  Hamlin 2071 

•    Mr.  Hunter 1953, 

2145,  2146,  2150,  2171,  2185 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 2171 

Mr.  Sebastian 2151 

Mr.  Weller .2146, 2171 

Indian  hostilities,  bill  to  pay  the  expense  for  the 

suppression  of,  in  Cailifomia .4 

bill  to  suppress,  in  the  State  of  California  and 
^  Territory  of  Oregon,  to  establish  an  assistant 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afifairs  for  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  and  for  other  purposes 198 

Indian  lands,  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of 
the  half-breed  tract  on  Lake  Pepm,  in  Min- 
nesota Territory,  .r 1667,  1768 

Indian  policy,  discussion  in  relation  to.    (See  MU 

ami  Indtans.) 
Indian  tribes,  bill  to  extend  the  benefit  of  the  act 
to  regulate  intercourse  with  the,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers,  approved  3a  of 
June,  1834,  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Tex- 
as, and  others •  .-•  .389,  398 

appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill  for  the  va- 
rious, and  for  negotiations,  dtc 1135, 

1136, 1355, 1452»,  1453»,  1460, 1477, 1499 
the  appropriations  for  the,  not  to  be  paid  to 

agents 1467 

Indiana.    (See  B^lozi  Bay  ituKofu.) 


,J5*«» 

■^ -i]  \ 

. .  •  t  •  •^■^ 

:... ^^J'«'^;"' 

M,i\"^ 

.,,f  >«"•""''  ^ 

'iWi 

01-1 

2i;: 

'n:\ 

^i:^ 

•''IT"  '^ITl 
.-.. iH'.-2M 

.................  .<.lt~ 

- ine.'iiTH 

'-^- 1134,  n!« 

-— ..#,,«, I,,. ,  .1  ^\^^ 

- im.  iiri 

' l^"',  IT*,'* 

-5ill35,i:?d,i:'<,^ 

- ii:C) 

7*^  4*.  ii  favor  of 
-icigitt  for  frfp. 

- l-^J5.i-J 

-••••2341,  2u:^ 

*w  Tfrntonet  n\ 
;-....461,4fit, 

^'«— <26,1646 

.•••f  ;4»,  164f 
^'^.ie49jC.Vi 

■ 1651 

■ Ifi^l 

\f^ 

"••-•. ♦?!,  i^^ 

^**'lW^,lfi4'l 
,  r'v-430,  hY 

-.'244 


'••. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


XIX 


itQ  California,  proposed  appropriation  for 
m  mwemU^tion  into  certain  claima  preferred 
tfaiost  the  United  States  for  provisions  al- 

k««d  to  have  been  famished  to 2103 

lomrks  by- — 

Mr.  Adama 2106,  2108 

Mr.  Aichiaon 2104 

Mr.  Badger 2107,  2108,  2110 

Mr,  Bayard 2108 

Mr.  B|dl.....» .2106.2109 

Mr.  Bortand 2108,2110 

Mr.  Bright • 2103,  2106 

Mr.  Caaa. .1^106, 2108 

Mr.  Gwin 2105.  2110 

Mr.  Pearce J2104,  2105,  2108,  2109 

Mr.  Pratt 2107,  2109 

Mr.  Wdler 2103 

2104,  2105,  2106,  2107,  2109,  2110 

Mr.  Walker 2103,  2104,  2105,  2107 

^^priation  for  purchasing  supplies  and  pres- 

ou  for  the 2172 

reaarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 2173 

Mr.  Badger 2172 

Mr.  Ben 2174 

Mr.  Brodhead 2172 

Mr.  Butler 2179 

Mr.  Davson 2172,  2177 

Mr.  Houston 2180,  2181 

Mr.  Hunter. 2173.  2175,  2180 

Mf.  Mallory 2174 

ffir.Stockton 2178 

Mr.  Underwood 2173,  2174 

Mr.  Walker 2176,2179 

Mr.  WeUer. 2172, 

2173.  2174.  2175,  2176,  2177 
hba/t  in  Texas,  appropriations  for  presents  and 

for  negotiations  with 1134,  1788 

fsnarks  by—— 

Mr.  Atchison 1135 

Mr.  Be« 1134,  1135 

Mr.  Hunter 1788,  1789 

Mr.  Rusk 1134,  1135,  1788,  1789 

Mr.  Shields 1135 

Ii£b*^  prorisions  in  relation  to.     (See  Choctaw 

b^ma-^Cntk  hdunu—Senecasqf^ew  York— 

Jfiona — Ourokees — StminoUs —  Shaienees. ) 

bisstfwl  C<»>sress,  memorial  of  the,  in  favor  of 

wtenwaoo  in  behalf  of  struggles  for  frpe- 

dom... 128,1532 

loaae  AsT^un  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  ap- 

pr9prai3on  for ...2341,  2419 

Inuie  fwrsons,  indigeot,  bills  making  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  sevml  States  and  Territories  of 

,       thft\3&umf6Tthft  relief  of. 461,  469, 

1^39,2232,  2239,  2268,  2465 
\«s7«c:U((m.    ^^  SluBiilKiflls.) 
Intercourse.    (8«IwHxmTnfcef — Suntxerland,) 
laceresc    (See  Xem  Hamfian.) 
on  c£ufl»,  diseosBOA  is  i^sard  to. . .  .426,  1646 
Ttmurkw  by — 

Mr.  Bse&er. 428,'429,  1646 

Mr.  Bayard 429,1647,  1648,  1649,  1650 

Mr.  Borland 1651 

Ur.  Bradbury 1651 

Mr.  HaJe...„ 1650 

Mr.  Hunter 427,  428 

Mr.  Maltoiy 427,  430,  1 651 

Mr.  Rusk 428,  429, 1648,  1649 

Mr.  Upbam 430,  1649 

htewr  Department,  reports,  &c.,  from  the  .  .29, 

232,  438,  447,  469,  524, 525,  568,  594,  907. 

1044,  1586,  1599,  1919,  2143,  2324 

cAopon  the,  for  information 308, 

ai,  346,  3J©,  417,  693,  814.  952,  985,  1208, 
1215,  1555,  1589,  1645,  1859,  1882.  2100. 

2140,  2195,  2232,  2457 

UMlraetioas  to  the  SecreUry  of  the 487 

tffterooeanie ship  canal,  concerning 30,  111 

loterrentKHi,  joint  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
principles  of  the  United  States  Qovemment 
vpoa  the  doctrine  of,  with  the  internal  rela- 
tioBS  of  other  States,  and  reaffirming  the 
known,  settled  policy  of  our  country. . .  .184 
pelkion  in  faror  of,  in  the  afiairs  of  Russia  and 

Hofi^^ary 244 

nesolutioiis  of  the  Le^tature  of  Alabama  on  .282 
fevi,  blD  grafttinf  to,  the  unsold  and  unappro- 
Jpriaxed  poblic  lands  remaining  in  that  State.  U 
Hb  granting  the  right  of  Way  and  making 
gnats  of  fauid  to  the  State  of— 
to  aid  in  the  construetion'of  a  railroad  from 
Diihoqae  and  Keokuck,  and  from  Daven- 
port fa  th«  Minomi  mer 4, 21 


Iowa,  bills  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making 
grants  of  land  to  the  State  of — 

to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
dFie  Wabash  to«tbe  Missouri  river.. .389, 

398,  1205, 136-2,  1373 

for  a  railroad  from  Lafayette,  Indiana,  by 

way  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and  Burlington, 

Iowa,  to  the  Missouri  river,  to  aid  in  the 

construction  of  certain  railroads  in  timt 

State 332,333,  348, 

362.  390,  450.  461,  503,  525,  543,  556, 

569,  5i7,  590,  596,  619,  630,  659, 669, 

695.  703,  709,  722,  750,  761,  772>  967 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison.333, 348, 349, 763, 764, 767 

Mr.  Bixdger 765,  766 

Mr.  Bell 461,  762,  766,  767,  768 

Mr.  Borland •.  .764 

Mr.  Bradbury 767 

Mr.  Brodhead 765,  766,  767 

Mr.  Cass 764 

Mr.  Davis  ..... .333,  334,  765,  767,  769 

Mr.  Dawson 348, 349,  351 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa 333, 

762,  763,  764,  765,  766 

Mr.  Douglas 350, 

762,  764,  766,  767,  768,  769 

Mr.  Gwin 765,  774 

Mr.  Hale 764 

Mr.  Hunter 333,  349 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 763,  764,  766 

Mr.  Mangum 766 

Mr.  Mason •. . ..  .706 

Mr.  Rheit 762, 763,  769 

Mr.  Seward 763,  764 

Mr.  Shields 760 

Mr.  Smith 333 

Mr.  Soule 766 

Mr.  Sumner 761 ,  763 

Mr.  Underwood 351,  762,  765,  767 

bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  lands  re- 
served for  salt  springs  therein 50.  81, 

145,  502,  503,  665,  1460 
"^(See    Land   Offices — Land   Districts — Courts — 
Touma — Belleview, ) 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  counties  of  Des  Moines 
and  Dubuque,  in  the  State  of.  920,  1225,  1646 
appropriation  for  running  the  northern  bound- 
ary line  of 1467 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of.  .103,  486,  665 
Irish  prisoners  in  Van  Dieman's  land,  petition  in 

regard  to. .595 

Jrish  exiled  patriots,  joint  resolution  expressive 
of  the  sympathy  of  Congress  for  William 
Smith  0*Brien  and  Thomas  F.  Meagher  and 

their  associates,  the 11,  30, 

130,  418,  471,  502,  511,  543,  992 
resolutions  of  a  meeting  at  Detroit  in  regard  to, 

407 
remarks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Badger 527,  530 

Mr.  Butler 409 

Mr.  Cass 407,530 

Mr.  Hale 409 

Mr.  Mason 530,  531 

Mr.  Seward 525 

Mr.  Shields - .409,  530,  531 

j         Mr.  Underwood .531 

!  Irvin,  John,  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of,  to  a  cer- 

)         tain  tract  of  land  on  the  Bastrop  claim . . .  .493 

Irwin,  Jane,  bill  for  relief  of.  .418,  490,  493,  1225 

Islands  in  the  Pacific,  concerning  the  leasing  of  the, 

1590 

belonging  to  the  United  States.    (See  Surveying 

and  sale  of.) 

Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  call  upon  the  President 

for  the  correspondence  in  regard  to  a  right  of 

way  across 1833 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Gwin 1833 

Mr.  Mason 1833 

report  of  the  correspondence 1950 

resolutions  in  re^rd  to,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations 2465 

J. 

Jackson,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

602,  619,  1180,  1623,  1645 
Jackson,  John,  Joseph  Pineau,  and  Lewis  A.  S. 

Smith,  bill  for  the  relief  of 618. 

1180,  1425,  1444,  1807 
James,  Charles  T.,  of  Rh'ode  Island.  .1,  (creden- 
tials,) 104.  282,  308,  389,  418,  490,  492,  602, 
618,  619,  651,  665,  666,  678,  693,  702,  813, 


James,  Charles  T.,  of  Rhode  Island — 

1185,  1204,  1247,  1377,  1424,  1444,  1532, 
1651,  1807,  1808,   1832,   1834,  1846,  2268, 

2390,  2428,  2469,  2487 

resolutions  by 618,  2457,  2486  . 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1260, 1268 

Jamieson,  Robert,  and  Benjamin  Williamson,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 397,  725,  746 

Japan,  concerning  the  report  on  the  colonial 'de* 

pendencies  of. .60,  244 

concerning  the  object,  &c.  of  the  naval  expedi-  / 

tion  to 928,  942,  952,  1005, 1054 

remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Badger 942,  944,  947,  1007 

Mr.  Bayard 945 

Mr.  Borland 943, 

944,  945,  946,  947,  948, 1005,  1006,  1007 

Mr.  Cass 944,  945,  946 

Mr.  Dawson * 946 

Mr.  Gwin 943,  948,  1007 

Mr.  Halef 943,  944,  945,  947 

Mr.  Mangum 942,  947,  1006,  1007 

Mr.  Mason , 1005 

Mr.  Rusk 944,  946 

Mr.  Seward 945 

Mr.  Shields 943 

Mr.  Weller 947,  948,  1007, 

resolution  concerning  intercourse  with 966, 

1186 
communication  from  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject of  intercourse  with 1044 

Jefferson,  John  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of ,1922 

Jeffries,  James,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Smith,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 2268 

Jennings,  Thomas  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .418, 

728,  746 
Jennings,  W.  K.,  and  Aphia,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

1809 
Johnson,  T.  S., leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
pers of 2299 

Johnson,  Z.  F.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .878,  1646,  2488 

Johnston,  Joseph,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 243, 

245,  503,  1175 
Johnston,  Allen  G.,  bill  for  tho  relief  of.. 230,  243 
Jones,  James  C,  of  Tennessee.  .1,  4,  50,  60,  61, 
90, 91, 130. 145,  155,  217,  218.  243, 282,  297, 
362,  366,  367,  410,  424,  438,  576,  595,  647, 
651,  703,  763,  773,  782,  966.  967,  984,  1076, 
1199,  1270,  1285,   1321,   1335,  1389,  2100, 

2143,  2193,  2213 

credentials  of 90 

resolutions  by. 145,  781,  814,  920 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  convey  certain  land  to 

the  city  of  Memphis 2194 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in   relation  to  the 
amount  of  money  received  by  Generals  Scott 

and  Pierce. 2213,  2214,  2215 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 

Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz 936 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1267,  1268.  1295 

Jones,  Adjutant-General  Roger,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 145,  229,  243,  2431 

Jones,  George  W.,  of  Iowa, 1, 

11,  40.  130. 186,  198, 258,  298,  .307, 389,  418, 
440,  447,  450,  459,  503,  525,  543,  553,  556, 
569,  570,  595,  602,  619,  6.'i8,  656.  659.  665, 
666.  677,  682.  694,  702,  703,  709,  722,  723, 
745.  813,  920,  941,  967,  1076,  1106,  1115, 
1116,  1140,  1161,  1176,  1178,  1179,  1180, 

1186,  1199,  1225,  1226,  1362,  1373,  1469, 
1477,  1519,  1521,  1522,  1524,  1554,  1599, 
1600,  1646,  1683,  1736,  1853,  1923,  1934, 
2010,  2011,  2100,  2143,  2225,  2232,  2371, 

2392,  2419,  2425,  2466 

resolutions  by 61, 

155,  760, 1106,  1934,  2232,  2239,  2271 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  meas- 
ures  103 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A. 

Capron 368 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants. 669 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1636 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  a  daily  recess, 

2299 

remarks  on  the  Tows  land  bill. . .  .763.  764,  766 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .2171 

Jones,  Thomas  Ap  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .2225 

Jones,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  children 

and  executrix  of. 878,  1811,  2206 

Jones,  Uriah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  children  and 
heirs  of 878, 1819 


XX 
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Jones,  Elizabeth,  and  other  children  of  John  Carr, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 618, 1180, 1186 

Jones,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of 845, 

860,  967,  984 
Jones,  John  Rice,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

*    representatives  of .282 

Journal,  corrections  of  the 920,  1127 

Journals  and  public  documents,  joint  resolution 
providingfor  the  printing  of  additional  copies 

of  the 125,  128, 130,  155 

Judges,  in  Oregon,  proposed  election  of. ....  .702 

bill  to  regulate  the  conipensation  of  the  district 
^    judge  of  ihe  United  States  for  the  district  of 

Massachusetts. . , 33,  41,  1420 

bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  United  States 
district  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp- 
shire.  50,  81,  460,  907;  021,  929 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 921,  922,  923 

Mr.  Badger 9:22,  924 

Mr.  Borland 909,  923,  924,  925 

Mr.  Bradbury 908,  909,  922.  924 

Mr.  Chase 921,  922,  993,  924 

Mr.  Clarke 908,  809,  921.  924 

Mr.  Dnvis 908,  923 

Mr.  Dawson 909 

Mr.  Downs 908 

Mr.  Hale 908,  909,  922,  924,  925 

Mr.  Rhett 908,  922,  924 

Mr.  Rusk 925 

Mr.  Shields 908 

Mr.  Underwood 924 

disability  of.     (See  Courts.) 
bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the 
United  States  district  court  for  the  southern 

•  district  of  Florida 217.  245,  272,  450 

bill  to  make  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  crim- 
inal court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  equal  to 
that  of  an  assistant  judge  of  the  circuit  court 

of  said  district 218 

resolution  concerning  the  salaries  of  the  dis- 
trict  602.  630 

district  and  circuit.    (See  Librofy  of  Congress.) 
resolution  concerning  the  salaries  of  the. . .  .942 
newspaper  attack  upon  the  judge  of  the  district 

of  Maine 1198 

Judges  in  California, provision  in  regard  to.. 2408 
Judicial  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ohio 
into  two.  and  to  provide  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 

therein 629.  860 

bill  to  divide  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  into  two. 

and  for  other  purposes 1934,  1972 

Judicial  system,  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An 
act  to  [Provide  for  extending  the  laws  and,  of 
the  United  States  to  the  State  of  California, 

passed  28th  September,  1850 33,  41 

(See  Mw  Mexico.) 

of  the  United  States,  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the, 

298,  418 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  .1451 

Judiciary,  Committee  on 32, 1511 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 145,  525, 

543,  602,  618,  651,903,920,942.967.985, 
1005,  1047,  1116,  1161,  1601.  1934.2329 

bills  reported  from 186.  218,  272,  331, 

3rt9,  410,  460,  618.  629.  666.  708.  746,  772, 
860,  991,  1115,  1336,  1352,  1390.  1921,  1949, 

2238,  2310,  2370 

discharged  from  subjects 410,  460, 

525,  618,  629,  845,  1390, 1666,  2100.  2238 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to  the 942,  952 

reports 1390,  1666,  1768 

Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  district  courts. 
(See  Courts.) 

K, 
Kearsley,  Jonathan,  lute  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Detroit,  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of 282,  366,  389 

Refers  of  the  public  moneys,  bill  to  provide  for 

'     the  compensation  of  such  persons  as  may  be 

desifrnated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  receive  and  keep  the  public  moneys,  under 

the  15th  section  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846, 

91,104.112,125 

KtDett,  Charles  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 104. 

112,  218,  362,  390 
Kendall,  Amos,  and  John  E.  Kendall,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 1128,2205 

Kendrick,  Brevet-Major  H.  L.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 991,  2204,  2212 

K«onedy,  Joshua,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

'    the  legal  representatives  of. 657, 

1445,  1807,  9007,  2041 


Kennedy,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of — 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 2008 

Mr.  Bayard • 2009 

Mr.  Brodhead 2008,  2009 

Mr.  Clemens 2008,  2009 

Mr.  Pratt 2009 

Kennedy  and  Darling,  bilKfor  the  relief  of. .  .198 
Kentucky.     (See  Deaf  and  Dumb  •isytum.) 
Kerbaugh,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .651,2231 
Key  West.     (See  JVaro/  Depot.) 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama ......l 

vote  of  thanks  to,  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

and  response  thereto .2489 

King,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of. G02, 

1180, 1425,  1807,  2202,  2206 
King;  Richard,  bill  for  tiie  relief  of. . . .  .637,  1445 
King,  Nancy,  withdrawal  of  t\^e  papers  of. . . .  .21 
Kinney,  Henry  L.,  bills  for  the  relief  of. . .  .920, 

929. 1431 
Knowlton,  Christopher,  bill  for  the  relief  of .  1389 

Knapp,  Amos,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 243, 

245,  694,  1686 
Kossuth,  the  brig.     (See  Register.) 
Kossuth,  Louis,  Governor  or  Hungary,  joint  res- 
olutions   in    relation   to   the  reception  and 

entertainment  of,  in  the  United  States 5, 

12,  21,  80,  34,  41,  50,  63,  82,  92,  157, 199 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 66, 72, 83, 85,  86,  88 

Mr.  Bernen 43,  66,  69 

JVlr.  Borland 90 

Mr.  Cass 24,  26,  27,  66,  69,  72 

Mr.  Chase 90 

Mr.  Clemens 52,  53 

Mr.  Dawson 27,  71 

Mr.  DougUs 70 

Mr.  Poole 22,  24, 26,  27, 41,  42, 

44,  46,  53,  63.  66,  70,  71, 85,  86,  87,  88,  90 

Mr.  Hale 22,  23,  44,  70 

Mr.  Mallory .82 

Mr.  Miller 45 

Mr.  Seward 41 ,  66,  72,  88 

Mr.  Shields 34,  41,  54,  66 

Mr.  Stor.kton 51 

Mr.  Sumner 50 

Mr.  Underwood 25, 26,  34,  52 

proposed  committee  to  wait  on.. ...... .81,  104 

remnrks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 106 

Mr.  Douglas 106 

Mr.  Hale 106 

Mr.  Mason. 106 

Mr.  Shields 106 

Mr.  Walker 104 

report  of  the  committee 157 

the  reception  of 197,  199 

resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses for  the  entertainment  of. 543,  717 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison. . .  .• 720 

Mr.  Badger 718,  720,  722 

Mr.  Borland 718,  719,  722 

Mr.  Cass 718,  720,  721 

Mr.  Clarke 719,  720 

Mr.  Davis 721,  722 

Mr.  Mangum 719,  720,  721 

Mr.  Mason 717,  718 

Mr.  Pratt 718,  719,  720,  721,  722 

Mr.  Rusk 721 

Mr.  Shields 718, 719,  722 

Mr.  Upham 719 

letter  of  thanks  to  Congress  by 575 

proposition  to  print  the  letter  of  thanks  to  Con- 
gress   586 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 587,  588,  589 

Mr.  Borland f>88 

Mr.  Butler 587 

Mr.  Cass, 587 

Mr.  Chase 587,  589 

Mr.  Clemens. .587, 588,  590 

Mr.  Downs 588,  589 

Mr.  Rusk 589 

Mr.  Seward 587 

Mr.  Soule 589 

L. 
Ladies  admitted  within  the*bar  of  the  Senate.  .197 
Ladies,  proposition  to  admit,  into   the    Senate 

Chamber 814 

La&yette  Square,  Washington,  appropriation  for, 

2^41 


i 


Land  Claims  in  California,  call  concerning. .  .389 

(See  Surreys.) 
Land  district,  bill  to  establish  a,  in  Florida,  to  be 
called  the  district  of  Tampa 1373 

in  the  State  of  Missouri,  bill  to  create  an  addi- 
tional  1659 

to  establish  additional  districts  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin 16G0,  1949 

an  act  to  erect  three  additional  land  districts  in 
Iowa 2041 

bill  to  establish  three  addiiioiial  hind'disr riots  in 
the  State  of  Iowa 50,  1682 

bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Michigan 184, 198,  1646 

bill  tn  create  an  additional,  in  the  Territory  of 

Minnesota 2239,  2256 

Land  olficers,  concerning  additional  compensation 
to  the  several,  for  locating  bounty  land  war- 
rants  244 

Land  scrip,  bill  appropriating,  in  final  tuid  full 
satisfaction  of  Virffinia  miiitnry  bounty  land 
warrants .1047,  1519,  1682,  2212 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Chase 1682,  1683 

Mr.  Felch 1682,  1683 

Mr.  Hunter 1682,  1683 

Land  taxes,  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress 

to  the  State  of  Missouri  to  impose  taxes  on 

lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  United  States  in 

said  State,  fVom  and  after  the  day  of  sale, 

226,  243,  272,  1352,  1373,  14«8 

Land  warrants,  joint  resolution. 21 

a;i  act  explanatory  of  the  act  approved  Septem- 
ber 28,  1850,  granting  bounty  lands  to  cer- 
tain officers  and  soldiers  who'  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  United 

Stales 21,  30, 

33,  50,  129,  259,  272,  299,  331,  666,  677 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 301 

Mr.  Badger 303 

Mr.  Borland 303,  310,  667,  668 

Mr.  Bradbury 300 

Mr.  Cass 669 

Mr.  Davis 302,  311,' 667 

Mr.  Dawson 302,  313 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  lovtra 301,  302,  314 

Mr.  Downs 300,  001,  314 

Mr.  Felch 301,  302,  303, 314,  315 

Mr.  Geyer 668 

Mr.  Gwin 301,  314,  315 

Mr.  Hamlin 300 

Mr.  Hunter 300,  302,  667,  668 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 669 

Mr.  Sebastian .* 299,  300 

Mr.  Shields 667 

Mr.  Underwood 299, 

300,  301,  302,  311,  312,  314,  669 

Mr.  Walker 300, 

301,30.3,310,312,313,668 

bill  providing  for  the  nssienabiliiy  of. 81, 

129,  503,  511,  569,  666,  782 

reports  of  the  conferees  concerning  disagreeing 
votes  between  thi  two  Houses, &c.  ..772, 782 

bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 

issue  duplicate,  in  certain  cases 813, 

1U9,  1522 

military.     (See  Vtrgima — Loeo/i^.) 
Lands.     (See  Wyandott  Lands — Rtserve^l  Land$ — 
Indian  Lands.) 

reserved,  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of.  ..503,  543 

overflowed.     (See  Louisiana.) 
Lane,  General  Joseph,  letter  of,  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  for  additional  defenses  for  the  peo- 
ple in  Or(^on 470 

Latimer,  William  K.,  the  report  of  the  court- 
martial  on,  &c 155,  346,  389,  398 

call  for  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
in  the  case  of,  and  proposition  to  print . .  .308, 

398 
Lawsgent,  skilled  in  the  Spanish,  proposition 

for  the  appointment  of. 2342 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the,  in  the  State  of  Ohio 298 

joint  resolutton  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
ninth  volume  of  the 34, 50,  410,  772 

proposition  fixing  the  mode  of  selection  and 
compensation  to  newspapers  for  publishing 
the.: 1168,1187,1504 

remarks  by —  ^^ 

Mr.  Badger 1187,  llg 

Mr.  Borland... 1187,  llg 

Mr.  Davis.. 1189 
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Lavs  of  the  United  States,  proposition  fixing  the 
mode  of  selection  and  compensation  to  news- 
papers for  publishing  the — 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Hamlin 1189 

Mr.  Hunter '. 1187 

Mr.  Mangum. 1189 

Lkits  of  Congress,  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  diatribution  of  the,  and  the  debates  there- 

on 1937,  1950,  2002 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 2030,  2032 

Mr.  Bayard '.  .2031 

Mr.  Borland , 2003,  2030 

Mr.  Bright. 2032 

Mr.  Brodhead 2030, 2031 

Mr.  Butler 2003 

Mr.  G win ^ 2003,  2004 

Mr.  Hamlin 2003,  2030,  2031 

Mr.  Mason 2003 

Mr.  Pearce 2002 

Mr.  Pratt 2003 

Mr.  Walker. , 2030 

Laws,  the  pension  and  bounty  laY^d,  proposition 

to  procure  copies  of 1736 

Lawff  and  decrees.     (See  Mexican  GovtmmtrU.^ 
LawBon,  L.  E.  L.  A.,  sole  surviving  heir  of  Gen- 
eml  Eleazer  W.  Ripley,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of 410 

Lynch,  John  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1046,  1652 

Lee,  Richard  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  ot 1460 

L^ti,  Thomas  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .129, 

130,  272,  364,  489, 1175,  1422,  1618,  1806 

LeggHt,  Thomas  H.,  survivor  of  the  firm  of 

l*homa8  H.  Leggett  6l  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. ..'. 602,879,2202 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland .604 

Mr.  Dawson 605 

Mr.  Hunter 603 

Mr.  Rhett. 604 

Mr.  Seward 603, 604 

Mr.  Smith 604 

Mr.  Underwood 603 

Le  Roy,  John,  bill  for  relief  of.  ..694,  1621,  2299 
Leotze's  proposition  to  duplii^Ce  for  Congress  the 
painung  of  Washington  crossing  the  Dela- 
ware   .1004 

Levee.    (See  San  Diego  ^v^r.) 
Levdy,  Mary  P.  H.,  bUI  for  the  relief  of.  ...1046, 

2204,  2215} 
Lewis,  Jscmea,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .298,  991 
Lewis,  Jonathan,  an  act  for  relief  of .  .1115,  2205 
Lcjkina,  Johnston,  withdrawal  of  papers  of.  .33 

Liorary , Committee  on  the »,, .32,  49 

iostructioM  to  the. 903, 1533,  1547 

Libmry  of  Congress,  destruction  of  the,  by  fire, 
and  coosegoent  action  in  re^;ard  to.  .157,  158 
joint  reBolution  of,  for  an  inquiry  upon  the  sub- 
ject  158 

Gooeemtng  the  enlargement  of  the  room  of.398 
an  act  nmking  appropriation  to  meet  the  ex- 
pensed incurred  in  consequence  of  the  late  fire 

St  the  Capitol 158,  203,  245,  298 

bill  to  provide  a  room  for  the 226, 

298, 460,  502,  503,  717 

bill  mnting  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  Library 

of  Cong^s^  to  the  justices  of  the  circuit  court 

and  crfminal  courts  of  the  United  States  for 

the  District  of  Columbia 942 

Library  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  acknowl- 
edgment by  the  British  legation  of  certain  do- 
nations to  the 225 

Liens  in  Admiralty,  and  to  regulate  proceedings 

,     thereon,  bill  to  enforce.. 1186,  1199 

Itjeotenant  Qenend.     (See  Scott,  Maj.  Gen.) 
Lionenanuof  the  Engineer,  Topographical  En- 
rineer,  and  Ordnance  Corps,  bul  for  their  re- 
lief  1488 

bin  providing  for  the  promotion  of.  .1686,  1736 
L^t-House  Board,  proposition  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a,  and  debate ....2458 

proposition  to  print  the  report  of  the.  ...*.  .468, 

486, 13$2 

L%ht-house  on  Sand-Key,  Florida,  bill  and  other 

propositions,  making  appropriation  in  part  for 

the  erection  of  the 418,  451,  243^ 

Idg^'t-hoQses,  light-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  bill  making 
appropriatron  for,  and  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion and  estabisahment  of  the  same,  and  for 

other  purposesf 2371,  2424,  2457,  2488 

remarki  and  propositions  by — 
Mr.  Davit. , . .  .2458,  2459,  24^,  2461,  2462 
Mr.  Dt  Saitsrart.'. ^61 


Light-houses,  dbc.,  remarks,  &c,,  on,  by — 

Mr.  Hamlin .2458,  2462 

Mr.  Houston 2461,  2462 

Mr.  MaUory 2461,  2462 

Mr.  Pearce 2459,  2460 

Mr.  Pratt 24(i0,  2462 

Mr.  Toucey 2459 

Mr.  Weller 2458,  2461 

remarks  on  other  propositions  in  the  bill.    (See 

Aailroads.) 
call  for  report  on  the  improvement  of. . .  .1579 
Light-houses  at  Galveston, appropriation  for .2392 
Little  Rock.     (See  Port  qf  Entry— Courts.) 
Live-oak,  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  March  2,  I89I, 
entitled  **Anact  10  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  offi&ilses  committed  m  cutting,  destroy- 
ing, and  removing  live-oalc  and  other  tim- 
ber, and  trees  reserved  for  naval  purposes,** 

226,2239 
Lives  and  property  of  persons  navigating  the  west- 
ern Waters,  joint  resolution  to  provide  addi- 
tional security  to 1756,  1768,  1847,  1859 

Loan  O/Hce  and  final-settlement  ceriiiicates,  bill 
for  the  payment  of  outstanding,  issued  for 
money  loaned,  or  for  services  or  for  supplies 

during  the  revolutionary  war. . . , 226, 

243,460,543 

appropriation  td  ttieet  outstanding 1167 

Loan  Office  certificates,  appropriation  to  pay  .2401 
Lobos  Islands,  cedl  upon  the  President  in  relation 

to  the 2140 

resolution  in  relation  to  the 2239,  ^19 

Locations,  erroneous,  of  military  bounty  land  war- 
rantSy  bill  to  authorize  the  correction  of,  by 
actual  settlers  of  the  public  lands,  in  certain 

cases 1199,  1525, 1333, 1922 

Lomax,  Elizabeth  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  ..525, 

1177,1423,1622 
Loomis,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of , 1934 

Lord,  Edwin,  and  Francis  Bacon,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 1736 

Lot  of  land.    (See  GnaiUnhutten.) 
Louisiana,  bills  granting;  land  to — 
for  a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to  Opelousas, 

and  thence  to  the  Sabine. 1449, 1554 

for  constructing  a  railroad  from  Shreveport  to 
the  Mississippi  river,  in  said  State.. . .  .1225, 

1460,  1554,  1847,  1859 
for  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  there- 
in   .814,  860, 1420, 1469,  1475 

bill  to  aid  the  State  of,  in  reclaiining  the  over- 
flowed lands  therein,  and  for  other  purposes, 

33,  40,  272 
(S^e  Preemplion$ — Patents,) 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. ....... .  .586, 

618,  665,  693,^717,  760,  813,  825,  901,  941 

bin  gt-anting  to  the  State  of,  a  military  reserve  at 

Fort  Jesup  foraseminiiry  of  education..  .813 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  petition  for  the 

improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the. . .  .244 

bill  to  extinguish  the  individual  stock  in  the,  in 
order  to  make  the  navigation  free,  and  to  en- 
large it 104,  259,  2193 

bill  to  relinauish  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  the 
stock  hela  by  the  United  States  in  the,  with 
the  view  to  make  the  canal  free  to  navigation 

and  commerce 2044,  2169 

Low,  Captain  James  W.,  and  others,  bill  for  the 
compensation  of,  for  the  capture  of  British 
private  armed  schooner  Ann  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain 282,  368,  389 

M. 

Macatilft^;  Cornelius,  bill  for  relief  of.  .702,  2202 
Mackatl,  John  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^1 

representatives  of • 1660 

Mackall,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 595, 

1179, 1425, 1807,  2203 
McAvoy,  John,  bill  for  relief  of.  .984,  1813,  1834 
McBlair,  T.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of... 2204,  2212 
McCormick,  Cyrus  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .666, 

920,  1445,  1808,  2203 
^McColgah,  John,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papei's 

of 389 

McFarlafid,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of 984, 1373 

McGav,  John  A.,  bill  granting  relief  to 112, 

227,  243,  2299 
McGregor,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .. .  •  .666 

Mcintosh,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .....  •  .651, 

902, 1646,  1812 
McKay,  Sai^h  E.,  the  widow  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mc- 
Kay, bill  for  reUef  of. . .  .217,  226,  629, 1444 


McLaws,  Captain  L.  P.,  of  the  Army  of  tiie 

United  States,  bill  for  th^  relief  of.  .629,  1446 

McLean,  Anna,  leave  to  withdraw  the  paper* 

of 424 

McManus,  T.  H.,  bill  to  authorize,  to  enter,  by 
preemption,  certain  lands  in  the  Greensburg 

land  district,  Louisiana 3^,  492,  682 

McMaster,  William  E.,  leave  to  withdraw  the 

papers  of.,,\ '..595 

McNeil,  Mrs.  E.  A.^  the  widow  of  the  late  Gen- 
eral John  McNeil,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .33, 

41,  346,  489,  606,  608 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 606 

Mr.  Borland 606 

Mr.  Norris 606,  608 

McRae,  John  I.,  of  Mississippi. . .  .127,  (creden- 
tials,) 144,  197,  202,  244.  389,  410,  418,  419, 

440,576,630,717,771 
McReynoIds,  John,  of  Detroit,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 418,  728,  746 

McVey,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of.618,  1180,  1444 
Mail,  United  States,  bill  to  Authorize  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the,  in 
steam  vessels  between  the  ports  therein  men- 
tioned...  ..1574 

bill  to  provide  for  a  contract  to  carry  the,  be- 
tween some  southern  port  of  the  United 
States  and  the  port  of  Para,  on  the  river  Ama- 
zon, and  other  ports y 1574 

bill  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  carrying  the,  between  Jersey  City 
and  port  of  New  York,  and  Galway,  in  Ire- 
land.......  ....259,  JJ98 

bill  to  provide  for  a  tri-monthly  mail  from  New 
Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz,  via  Tampico,  and  back, 

in  steam  vessels 469,  929,  942,  2371 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 935 

Mr.  Borland 931,  933,  935,  936,  937 

Mr.  Cass 930,  935,  936 

Mr.  Chase. 933,  936 

Mr.  Davis. 930,  931,  936 

Mr.  Gwin 933 

Mr.  Hale 934,  935 

Mr.  Hamlin 935 

Mr.  Hunter. . .  • 935 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee •  .936 

Mr.  Mallory 933,  934,  935 

Mr.  Pratt .934,  936 

Mr.  Rusk ...930,  933,  936 

Mr.  Soul€ 927,  930,  931,  933 

Mr.  Underwood 933 

bill  making  appropriation  for  transportation  of 
the,  by  ocean  steamers  and  otherwise,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1853.  .2310, 

2371,  2389,  2442,  2471 
MaO  contracts,  joint  resolution  to  authorize  th9 
Postmaster  General  to  legalize  certain  con- 
tracts for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon. ...125, .128,  226,  243,  298 

call  and  report  in  regard  to. . .  ...502,  846,. 1186 

Mail  lines  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  bill 

to  establish »....••••••; •^^ « •984 

bill  for  the  establishment  of  mail  routes  on  the 

.   Mississippi  river .1574 

Mail  route  from  Key  West,  Florida,  to  New 

Orleans,  Louisianai  bill  to  establish  a. . .  .709 

MaQ  routes,  joint  resolution  to  establish  certain, 

469,  493 
bill  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  (General  to  con- 
vey the  mail  in  steamers  between  New  Orleani 
and    Key  West,  and    certain  intermediate 

points 657 

Mail  steamers,  bill  to  establish  a  line  of  ocean, 
from  San  Francisco,  California,  via  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  to  Shanghai,  in  China,  .4, 1208 
proposition  for  a Uneof,  to  Hambui^. .... .826 

between  the  Missouri  river  and  California.  (See 
Telegraph,) 
Mail  service,  between  New  Orleans  and  certain 
Gulf  ports  of  Florida,  proposition  for. .  .2242 
between  New  York  and  li^^pool.    (See  Col- 
lins line.) 
on  the  Potomac,  proposition    for  additional, 

2454 

Maine,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. . .  •  ..991 

proposition  for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts 

of. 2431 

appropriation  to  pay  balance  found  due  to,  for 
expenses  on  account  of  northeastern  bound- 
^  .2403 


ary 


A. 


Maison  Rouge  Grant.    (See*  Prs-emptum.) 
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Mail,  bill  to  provide  for  a  monthly,  from  San 
Francisco,    via    the    Sandwich    Islands,,  to 

Shanghai,  in  China 1115 

Ma]}ory ,  Sicphcn  R. ,  of  Florida 1 ,  49, 

50.  61,  91,  104,  123,  128,  197,  198,  224.  274, 
282,  307,  308,  328,  397,  410,  440,  447,  486, 
492,  493.  511,  541.  618.  651,  657,  813,  844, 
848,  878,  941,  942,  967,  1106,  1224,  1240, 
12P5,  1301,  1302,  1321,  1322,  1337,  1352, 
1356,  1362,  1364,  1373,  1389,  1390.  1423, 
14H7,  1532,  1533,  1541,  1590,  1605,  1681, 
1773,  1922,  2049,  2100,  2101.  2143,  2144. 

2231,2233,2488,2489 

resolutions  by.  ..128, 145,  618,  903,  1301,  1588 

remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
mentof  Kossuth 82 

remarks  in  regard  to  flogging  in  the  Navy. 223 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  D  wi- 
nd!  .-...232 

personal  explanation  by 362 

remarks  in  regard  to  paying  interest  on  the 
claim  of  Ira  Day 427,  430,  1631 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W. 
Simonton.  ..494,  558,  559,  561,  953,  957,  959 

remarks  in  relation  to  visiting  the  steamship 
Baltic '. 658 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery.' 880 

remarks  in  relation  to  outrages  upon  Spanish 
subjects 1301 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation 
of  the  judge  for  the  district  of  Massachusetts, 

1422 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  further  remedies 
to  patentees 1550,  1570,  1573 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera 
Cruz 933,  934,  935 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steam  boats.  1702,  1741, 1742 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a  war 
steamer  for  harbor  defense 1576 

remarks  on  the  light-house  biH 2461,  2462 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2431, 

2433 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 
line 1265, 1295, 1311,  1328 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  Florida  tor  advances. 2436 

remarks  oo  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2450, 

2453,  2454,  2455 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  regulate  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen .2443 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Nautical 
Almanac 1496 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  floating 
dry-dock  at  San  Francisco 1501,  1502 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  purchasing 

supplies  for  Indians  in  California 2174 

Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina.  ..1,  110, 
124,  128,  129,  130,  153,  184,  197,  227,  228, 
328,  330,  362,  366,  399,  407,  410,  419,  447, 
459,  594,  596',  630,  659,  678,  695,  702,  703, 
745,  749,  773, 901, 902, 992, 1052, 1065, 1068, 
1076,  1081,  1116,  1160,  1175,  1192,  1226, 
1227,  1268,  1325,  1364,  1372,  1446,  1474, 
1475,  1503,  1504,  1510,  1519,  1522,  1554, 
1556,  1627,  1662,  1973,  2251,  2256,  2392, 

2425,  2436,  2457,  2469,  2470 

resoUions  by 878,  1645,  2469 

remarks  on  disposition  of  private  claims..  .132 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns   156 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  intercourse  with 
France 184 

remarks  on  the  question  of  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Pope,  a  Mexican  claimant.329, 

330 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth 719, 

720,  721 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  continuance 

of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 747, 

749, 1027, 1028, 1029 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery^ 885 

personal  and  political  explanation  by.l077, 1159 

remarks  in  relation  to  tne  newspaper  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 1189 

remarks  on  propositions  to  amend  rules..  .1606 

remarks  relative  to  the  publication  of  a  compen- 
dium of  the  public  documents 1612 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
public  printer 2328,  2329 


Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina — 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 766 

remarks  concerning  the  Japan  expedition.. 942, 

947,  1006, 1007 

remarks  on  Temple's  Memoirs 1336,  1337 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
people  of  Georgia,  Alauama,  and  Florida,  for 
depredations  committed  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians   1391 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  salary  and  out- 
fit of  a  Commissioner  to  China. .  .2420,  2422 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  public  printing,  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 

cent 2400 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  introduction 

of  water  into  W  ashington .2289 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  th,e  removal  of 
the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge. 2296,  2297 

Manufactures,  Committee  on 32 

bills  from  the 1755 

Map  of  land  surveys,  proposition  for  a.  .226,  243 

Map  of  New  Mexico,  concerning  a 746 

Map  of  the  Indian  country,  appropriation  for  the 

preparation  of  a 2152 

Map  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  city  of  Wash- 
ington, resolution  for  the  distribution  of.  1362 
Marine  Corps,  proposition  regulating  the  pay  of 

the 243,  2450 

Marines  now  authorized  by  law,  proposition  for 

the  increase  of  the 2452 

Marine  hospital,  at  Portland,  Maine,  bill  making 

an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a. .  .244, 

•  774,  782,  2342 

appropriations  for,  at  Vicksburg 2408 

Maryland,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of.  .568, 

1240,  1362,  1474,  1659 

Maryland  avenue,  bill  and  other  proposition  for 

the  improvement  of  the,  from  the  Capitol  to 

the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Baltimore,  dbc., 

1046,  2379 
Marsh,  James  M.,  appropriation  to  pay. . .  .1469 
Marsh,  J.  W.,  appropriation  *to  cover  loss  of 

property 2171 

Marshals.     (See  Census  Marshals — Fees.) 
Marihaette  Morse,  the  brig.     (See  Register.) 
Martin,  Mary,  administratrix  of  Robert  Lindsay, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of •  .2251 

Martinicus.     (See  Collection  Districts.) 

Mason,  James  M.,  of  Virginia 1,  49,  50,  91, 

106,  123.  127,  128,  184, 197,  226,  243,  388, 
3b9,  503,  524,  595,  619,  637,  665,  695,  708, 
717,  722,  746,  766,  790,  813,  878,  879,  901, 
902,  903,  968,  985,  1014,  1336,  1340,  1487, 
1510,  1541,  1549,  1554,  1586,  1599,  1617, 
1622,  1623,  1627,  1645,  1646,  1652,  1756, 
1835,  1844,  1847,  1934,  1949,  1973,  1982, 
2002,  2010,  2011,  2075,  2076,  2185,  2195, 
2202,  2234,  2267,  229:?,  2308,  2309,  2310, 
2340,  2391,  2457,  2463,  2466,  2470,  2486, 

24^  2489 

resolutions  by .620,  702,* J 198, 

1769,  1833,  1890,  2140,  2271,  2465 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  contested  seat  fi-om 

Florida 3 

.  remarks  in  regard  to  intercourse  with  France.  184 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth... 7 17,  718 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 

Kuykendall 726 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery 882 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the  rules, 

1608, 1609 
remarks  in  relation  to  a  right  of  way  across  the 

Isthmus  of  Tshuantspec .1833 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1862 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 

the  laws  and  debates 2003 

remarks  in  relation,  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  1890,  1893,  1895, 1896 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  indemnify  the 

Spanish  Consul  at  New  Orleans 2341 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  investigate  frauds  on  the 

revenue 2486 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  measures, 

112.  114,  115 
remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law. .  1951 
remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 

1005 
remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  tele- 
graph and  mail  hne  to  California 1757, 

1758, 1760 


Mason,  James  M.,  of  Virginia- 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  as* 
signees  of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of 

the  Choctaw  Indians 1406,  1407 

remarks  on  the  anpropriation  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency to  the  Cnoctaw  Indians...  .^148,  2149 
remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  the  Wheel- 
ing bridges  lawful  structures 2440 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  fioatin? 

dry  dock  at  San  Francisco,  California...  .501 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2377, 

2379,  2391,  2402 
remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  the  salary  and 

outfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  China 2422 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issUe  stock  to 

Texas 2380 

remarks  on  appropriation  to  support  the  Mexi- 
can boundary  commission.  .2502,  2404, 2405 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  the  remains  or  the  Potomac  bridge..  .2294 
Massachusetts,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 

967,  1239,  1240, 1258 
appropriation  to  pay  balance  due  for  protect! nfr 

the  northeastern  boundary 2402 

Mathews,  Sally  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1128, 

2204.  2212 
Mathews,  Charles  S.,  Charles  Wood,  and  James 

Hall,  bill  for  relief  of. .  .651,  984,  1813,  2203  ^ 
Mayer,  John  H.  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .IB21  J 
Meade,  Richard  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .750, 

Meagher,  Thomas  F.     (See  Irish  Patriots.) 

Means,  John  O.,  bill  for  relief  of. .  .308,  425,  451 

Mechanics  and  laborers  employed  on  the  public 
works  in  Washington,  proposition  to  give  an 
advance  of  wages  to .• .2424 

Medical  officers  of  the  Navy  wHo  rendered  service 
on  land  in  Mexico,  bill  to  provide  for  placing 
certain,  on  the  same  footing  of  medical  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  for  the  same  service.. .  .288 
proposition  of  assimilated  rank  for.  .2453, '2454 

Medical  corps  of  the  Navy,  proposition  for  the 
increase  of  the 2453 

Meehan,  John  S.,  letter  communicating  informa- 
tion of  the  destruction  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress  157    . 

Melrose,  Charies,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  61,  198,  209 

Members  of  Congress  ph)hibited  from  proseeuting 
claims.     (See  Claims.) 
compensation  of.    (See  Ccngress.) 

Mempnis  Female  Orphan  Asylum,  resolution  con- 
cerning  , 920 

Memphis,  bill  to  convey  certain  lands  in  the  city 
of,  on  certain  conditions 2193 

Menomonee' purchase,  settlertf  on.  (See  Preemp- 
li<m.) 

Merchant,  Charles  Q.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1335 

Merchandise.     (See  Appraisement.) 

Meredith,  William  M.,  the  petition  of. 49 

Meriwether,  David.of  Kentucky  .1783, 2213,2215 

resolutions  by 2100,  2193,  2212 

remarks  concerning  the  credentials  of 1783 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  outfits  for 
MinisUrs 2238 

Message.     (See  President.) 

Messengers,  d^.,  of  the  Senate,  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to 878 

M^tay^,  Auguste,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2140 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  call  for  the  in- 
structions, <&c.,  to  the. 814,  860,  952 

call  for  the  charges  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the.  and  report.  1589, 1628, 1660, 1791, 
1919, 1923,  1934,  1937,  2232,  2271,  2309 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clarke 1660,  1919,  1920 

Mr.  Gwin 1920,  1921 

Mr.  Pearce 1921 

Mr.  Rusk ♦ 1660, 1920 

Mr.  Weller 1919,  1920,  1921.  2309 

(See  Graham.)  ^ 

Mexican  boundary  line,  appropriation  for  running 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  and  restrictions  in  regard  to  the 

true  boundary 1404,  2402 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clarke 1404, 

1405,  2402,  2403,  2404,  2406 

Mr.  Hunter 1405 

Mr.  Mason 2402,  2404,  2405 

Mr.  Pearce 2404,  2405 

Mr.  Pratt » 2406,2407 

Mr.  Rusk 1404,1406 

Mr.  Underwood 14Q4,  1405,  2407 

Mr.  Weller ^05,2406,2407 
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Mexkan  bouodaiy  line,  &e. — 
reports  on  the^  from  the  aeveral  departments, 

oidered  to  be  printed 2463 

Jleiiflsa  ciaims^  petitions,  and  remarks  thereon, 

io  r^ard  to. 184 

rcsolaaoffi  of  inquiry  and  report  in  re]>:ard  to 

the  adjiwtmem  of  the* 503.524 

a  select  committee  in  relation  to  action  of  the 

Board  of  Commissioners  on 630,  637 

report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to 2463 

messa^  of  the  President  concernfng  the  pur- 
loining of  papers  upon  which  certain,  were 

founded,  &o,,* 878 

Mexican  GoTemmeiii,ihe  Spanish,  appropriation 
for  procuring  copies  of  the  laws,  aecrees,  &c., 

affecting  private  land  claims 1445,  1479 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger i 1479 

Mr.  Bemen ^ .  • 1479 

Mr.  Borland.  , 1479 

Blr.  Hunter.. .*.1480 

Mr.  Rusk 1479,  1480,  1481 

Mr.  Soule .1481 

Mr.  Underwood 1480 

Mr.  Weller 1479,  1580,  1481 

Mezicaa  indemnity.  Executive  communication 

concerning  the  payment  of  the ^  .307 

bill  providing  for  carrying  into  execution  in  (\ir- 
ther  part  the  ]2(h  arUcle  of  the  treaty  with 
Mexico,  concluded  at  Quadalupe  Hidalgo, 

418,  424,  440 

Mexicans  living  in  territory  acquired  by  treaty 

of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

certain. .  • • .  .1784 

Mexi«>,  city  of.     (SeeJ>metera.) 
MisBU  Iftdians,  appropriation  for  additional  com- 
pensation for  the  sale  of  lands  of,  Ac, .  .1976 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison ■ ..1977 

Mr.  Hunter 1976,  1981,  1982 

Mr.SebasUan ....1978,  1979,  1981,  1982 

Mr.  Walker 1979, 1980 

*  Bfiusies,  the  Eel  river,  proposed  appropriation  for 
the  redemption  and  final  extinction  of  the  an- 
nuities due  to  the,  &e 2154 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bert 2155 

Mr.  Bright 2155,  2156 

Mr.  Cooper .2154,  2155,  2156 

Mr.  Hunter 2154,  2155 

Midtisan,  bills  grantinj^  to  the  State  of,  the  right 
of  way  and  donations  of  public  land  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  railroads  from  Sagi- 
naw to  Montreal  river,  with  a  branch  from 
Gnnd  nver  into  the  same 33, 

41, 1520, 1525 
remaiks  by- 
Mr.  Cmifc 1520 

Mr.  Dod^,  of  Iowa 1521 

Afr.  DawMo 1520,  1521 

Mr.  Fekh 1520 

Mr.  Seward 1521 

from  Green  Bay  to  Lake  Superior 40 

bin  ^rrandog  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of  way 
and  a  dora.tion  of  public  lands  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 

St.  Mary 33,41 

bin  frraniiog  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  public  land  for  a  canal  or 

ruiroad  across  the  Peninsula  of. 184, 

198,  308,  1241,  1258 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
(trant  of  land  to,  in  trust  for  the  Zilwaukie, 
Grand  Traverse,  and  Mackinaw  Plank  Road 
Company,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a 
pknk  road  from  Zilwaukie,  on  the  Saginaw 
river,  to  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  thence  to  the 
Straits  of  Mackinaw . . .  .595,  860, 1241,  1258 
bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands  grant- 
ed to  the  State  of,  for  saline  purposes . . .  .33, 

41,104,331,1592 
an  act  to  confirm  to  the  Slate  of,  certain  lands 

granted  for  saline  purposes. •  .2299 

(See  Land  Office— Wytmdott  Lands.) 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. .  .91, 282,  297 
provision  for  the  payment  to,  for  advances  to 

troops,  Ac 2431 

Midshipmen,  proTision  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of ^. . .  .2442 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger. 2443,2444,2446 

Mr.  Dawson ; 2443 

Mr.  Downs 2443 

Mr.Owin...*... 2443,2446 


Midshipmen,  provision  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of,  remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Hunter 2443,  2446 

Mr.  Mallory 2443 

Mr.  Seward 2443,  2444,  2446 

Mr.  Underwood 2443,  2444 

proposition  that  until  after  ten   years*  service 
they  shall  not  be  promoted  to  lientenants, 

2455 
Mileage  of  Senators  and  Representatives,  appro- 
priation in  the  deficiency  bill  to  pay  the.  1835 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Hunter 1835 

of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  bill  entitled  an  act 

to  regulate  the 590,  595,  602,  921,  1240 

Military  Academy,  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the,  for  the  year  ending  30th 

June.  1853 1866, 1890,  2049 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on .« . .  .32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 155, 

203,  243,  418,  448,  1566 

bUls  reported  from..  145,  186,  203,  259,  308, 

398,  447,  471,  511,  618,  619,  629,  826,  920, 

984,  1115,  1128,  1199,  1225,  1258,  1335, 

1336,  1373,  1460,  1488,  1574,  1586,  1628, 

1646,  1666,  2144,  2193 

discharged  from  subjects.  .144,  203,218,308, 

397,  410,  511,  576,  618,  619,  702,  920,  984, 

1240,  1972,  2049,  2231,  2268 

reports  from  the 447, 

511,  577,  1335, 1628,  2049,  2144,  2489 

proposition  for  a  clerk  for  the 967 

Military  Asylums,  board  of  officers  upon  the*sub- 
ject  authorized  to  examine  the  Blue  Lick 

springs  as  to  its  fitness  for  a 2430 

Military  contributions,  bills  amendatory  of  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  public  officers  and  others  who  may  have 
received  moneys  arising  from  military  con- 
tributions or  otherwise  in  Mexico,  approved 

3d  March,  1849 50,  61,  511,  675,  1628 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  Chase 676 

Mr.Gwin 676,  677 

Mr.  Hunter , 676,  677 

provision  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  officers  who  may  have  received 

moneys  arising  from 2430 

Military  depdt  at  Benicia,  California,  bill  to  con- 
firm the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  for  a, 

920 
Military  posts,  proposition  for  a  bill  for  the  or- 
ganization of  an  additional  regiment  of  mount- 
ed men  for  military  posts  in  California.  .1586 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Weller 1586 

Military  reconnoissances,  journal  of...  .760,  1161 

Military  sites,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 

act  authorizing Ihe  sale  of  certain,"  apn roved 

March  3d,  1819 16^8,  1646 

Militia,  Committee  on  the 32 

Miller,  Jacob  W.,  of  New  Jersey 1, 

33,  39,  60,  61,  81,  128,  130,  217,  258,  307, 
346,  418,  438,  524,  543,  629,  638,  693,  694, 
813,  845,  1048,  1114,  1149,  1189,  1203,  1238, 
^1285,  1294,  1459,  1474,  1487,  1490,  1555, 
1736,   1774,  1775,  1811,  1934,  2201,  2203, 

2338,  2423,  2466,  2487 

resolution  by. 928 

remeu-ks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth : . .  .45 

remarks  on  presenting  the  harbor  bill 130 

remarks  on  the  New  Jersey  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of  non-intervention , . .  .439 

remarks  on  presenting  the  resolutions  of  New 

Jersey  on  the  compromise  resolutions . . .  541 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  further  remedies 

to  patentees 1550, 

1551,  1567,  1570,  1571,  1573 
remafks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1786 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

public  printer 2333 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1162,  1164,  1204 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  .2453, 

2456 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1132 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Seneca 

Indians,  of  New  York 1132 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  Winder's 

Building 274, 

Miller,  Philip,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 2343, 

245,  440,  7W 


Miller,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 331, 

426,  451 

Miller,  Noah,  of  Lincolnville,  in  Maine,  bill  for 

the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of.  .586, 

1179,  1424 
Miller,  Henry  C,  Philip  W.  Thompson,  and 

Jesse  B.  Turiey,  bill  for  the  selief  of 845, 

1811,  2203,  2206 
Miller,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of .....1373 

Milligan,  Robert,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 243, 

245,  569,  1178,  1424 
Mills,  Lydia  Ann,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

papers  of . . , 2370 

Minister    Resident   at    Prankfort-on-the-Maine, 

proposed  appropriation  for  a 2379 

Minister  Resident  at  Turkej,  salary  of 2423 

Minister  to  France,  memorial  for  the  recall  of  the 
American,  and  suspension  of  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse with 184 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Butler 185 

Mr.  Davis.. 185 

Mr.  Dawson 184,  185 

Mr.  Mangum .184 

Mr.  Mason 185 

Mr.  Underwood 185 

Mr.  Walker 184 

Ministers,  appropriation  for  pay  and  outfit  of,  th 
Chili,  China,  and  Turkey,  &c. . .  .2311,  2338 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clarke 2311,  2338,  2339 

Mr.  Cooper 2340 

Mr.  Hunter 2338,  2339,  2.'}40 

Mr.  Meriwether 2338 

Mr.  Pearce 2312,  2339 

Mr.  Seward. 2339,  2340 

Mr.  Toucey 2340 

Minnesota,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory 

of 586 

revised  statutes  of  the  Territory  of. 701 

an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  completion 
of  the  public  buildings  in  the  Territory  of, 

1542,  2489 
an  act  making  appropriation  fot*  the  construction 

of  roads  in  the  Territory  of. 1542,  1682 

(See  Territorial  Governments — Sclwols — Roads — 

Indian  Lands  o?*  Lake  Pepin — Indian  Lands — 

Land  Districts.) 

Mint,  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  establish  a 

branch  of  the,  at  San  Fi'ancisco,  in  Califor- 

,  nia 4,  91, 104,  1602 

bill  to  establish  assay  offices  of  the,  at  Sacra- 
mento City  and  Stockton,  in  California. . .  .4 
bill  to  establish  a,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 30, 

40,61,81,629 

in  California,  appropriation  for 2341,  2408 

in  New  Orleans,  appropriation  for 2401 

annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the 525 

Mission  to  Eastern  Asia,  concerning 389 

Missis?«ippi,  reduction  in  the  price  of  lands.  (See 
Missnsiippi) 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of.  .745,  781,  920 
(See  School  Lands.) 

joint  resolution  giving  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  appropriating 
a  portion  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands 
granted  to  the  said  State  by  the  act  approved 

September  28,  1850 1211,  2239 

bills  granting  land  to— 
for  a  road  from  Brandon  to  the  eastern  border 
of  said  State,  in  the  direction  of  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama. 91, 124,  128 

for  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  there- 
in mentioned. .  .814,  860,  1420,  1469,  1475 
Mississippi  river,  the  upper,  bill  for  th^  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the 4,  41, 

81,  450,  1525,  1599 
resolution  to  print  the  report  on  the  inundations 

of  the 346 

bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
^tion  of  the,  and  the  navigable  waters  leading 

into  the  same 1115,  1141 

bill  to  enable  the  Government  to  deepen  the 

pajases  of  the 1488,  1493 

petitions,  i&c.,  concerning  the  improvement  of 

the  navigation  of  the 4 

the  percentage  fbnd  of.     (See  School  Lands,) 
Missouri,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. .  .91, 

1547 

(See  Land  Taxes — Courts-^Land  Districts.) 

bill  td  provide  for  the  payment  to  the  State  of, 

two  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 

•ales  of  the  public  lands  therein 709,  781 


yxiv 


IMHEX  TO 


Missouri,  bilfs  granting  land  to — 

for  ihe  construciiou  of  h  railmnd  from  Han- 
nibal to  6i.  Joaeuh,  in  saiil  State 11,  21, 

308,  773,  762 
for  a  railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  weaiem  lun 

its  of  iheSiaie  of 21,30 

for  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ali8«i»Hi|»pi 

-opposite  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Ohio,  via  Ltiiifr 

Rock,  to  the  Texas  boundary,  near  Fulton,  in 

Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort  Smith  and 

the  Mississippi  river S389, 

2409,  2438,  2463,  2488 
remarks  by — 

.  Mr.  Cass 2463 

Mr.  Gwin 2463 

Mr.  Underwood .2463 

for  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  that 

State 1504,  1511, 1519 

Missoari  steamship,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petty 
officers  and  seamen   who  lost  property  on 

board  of  the. 920.  1812,  2203,  2212 

Mitchell,  Lieut.  Colonel,  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 

biU  for  the  relief  of .398,  493,  502,  695 

Money,  William,  bill  to  pay  him  f»)r  certain  horses 

seized  in  California 1488,  1522, 1525 

Monroe,   EUizabeth,  bill  granting  a  pension   to, 

298,  369,  389 

Moody,  Elisha  W.  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .708, 

*        ■  1809 

Mooers,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of. 967,  1812,  2203 

Moore,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1335 

Moore,  Roberts.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  surcues  of. .1362,  2309 

Moore,  Hiram,  and  John  Hascall,  bill  for  the  re- 

^    lief  of. 469,  630,  1444,  1807,  2202 

Morass,  Victor,  bill  authorizing  him  to  relinquish 
certain  land  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity 

elsewhere : 104,  193,  209 

Morehead,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2049 

Morgan,  Van  Rensselaer,  bill  for  relief  of,  ..1922 

Morgan,  Col.  Alexander  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of. . .  .128, 

259,  363,  390 

Morion,  Jackson,  of  Florida 1,  11,  21, 

'  32,  33,  40, 128,  198,  230,  243,  281,  345,  410, 
431,  447,  459,  503,  568,  606.  666.  693,  927, 
952,  966,  967,  204,  1140,  1205,  1208,  1291, 
1302,  1599,  1784,  1844,  2308,  2309,  2390, 

2423,  2487,  2488, 2489 

resolutions  by 1258,  2464 

remarks  on  contested  election  from  Florida. 
(See  Contested  Election.). 

remarks  on  the  appropriation   to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  Florida  for  advances.  ...2436,  2437 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill. 2424 

Morton,  William- T.  G.,  the  discoverer  of  the 
anteslhelicproperties  of  sulphuric  ether,  propo- 
sition to  purchase  out  the  patent  of 2434 

Moss,  William,  and  Matthew  Moss,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 1659 

Mounted  riBemen  und^  the  command  of  J.  C. 

Fremont,  proposition  to  pay 2430 

Mounted  men  for  California.  (See  J^Utary  Posts.) 

Munsell,  John  S.,  and  William  Parker,  leave  to 

withdraw  ihe  petition  and  papers  of. . .  .1208 

Murphy,  David,  bill  for  the  rehef  of. 984, 

1922,  2206,  2239 
N. 
National  roads.     (See  Railroads.) 
National  defenses.     (See  Dtfensts.) 

Nations,  States,  dfcc.,  the  rigrhu  of. Ill 

Naturalization,  bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  an  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule 
of,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
that  subject,"  to  the  wives  and  children  of  cit- 
izens  691,  1352 

Nautical  Almanac,  resolution  and  report  concern- 
ing  .....1504,  1549,  1590 

appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill  for  the,  and 

other  provisions  in  regard  to  the 1495 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger. . .  .1495, 1496,  1497, 1498, 1499 

Mr.  Bradbury ^1498 

Mr.  Borland 1496. 1498 

Mr;  Clemens 1496,  1498,  1499 

Mr.  Hale 1495.  1497 

Mr.  Mallory 1496 

Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  proposition  for  the 

purchase  of  additional  grounds  for 2450 

Naval  Affairs,  Committee  on 32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the .145, 

298r398,  410, 424,  620,  666,  694,  992 


Naval  Aflrtirs,  Committee  on — 
bills  and  resolutions  reooried  from  the.. 124, 
203,  272.  282,  308,  3hi).  397,  398.  4-J4,  46J, 
511.  577,  5>6,  595,  6w2,  619,  651,  694,  7U2, 
lax  746,  760,  772,  678.  92o,  941,  906.  1106. 
1186,  1224,  1390,   1524,   1532.  1922.  2049. 

2231,  2309,  2370 

proposition  for  a  clerk  for  the 259,  273 

reports  from  the.  .272,  397, 694.  760.  878, 1044. 
1210,  1238,  1258,   13o9,   1524.  1605,  1755. 

1922,  2208,  2489 

discharged  from  subjects. 619. 

813, 1186, 1389^  1390,  1541,  1554,  1755,  2231 
Naval  bureaus,  proposition  in  regard  to  chiefs  of, 

2454 
Naval  depot  at  Key  West,  bill  to  provide  for  the 

establishment  of  a 651 

Naval  hospital  at  New  York,  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  straightening  of  the  boundary 

lines  of  the .774,  782 

Naval  ofHcers,  additional  compensation  to  naval 
officers  and  men  of  the  Navy  who  have  served 
or  are  still  serving  on  the  coast  of  California 
and  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes. , .  ..619 
^proposition  so  to  amend  the  deficiency  bill  as  to 
provide  that  all  acts  be  repealed  supposed  to 
authorize  any  greater  com(>eiisation  to,  than  is 
provided  by  the  act  of  March,  1835,  to  regu- 

mte  the  pay  of  the  Navy. 1399 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 1401,  1402,  1403 

Mr.  Hale .1400,  1402 

Naval  service,  bill  to  enforce  discipline  and  pro- 
mote good  conduct  in  the,  of  the  United  States, 

389,  424,  440,  448,  461 
remarks  by —  ' 

Mr.  Badger 448.  449,  450 

Mr.  Chase 449 

Mr.  Dnvis 449 

Mr.  Hale 448,  449 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the,  for  the  year 

ending  3Dth  June,  1853 2292, 

2419,  2442,  2465^  2487,  2488,  2449 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 2456,  2457 

Mr.  Badger. 2453,  2454,  2455,  2456 

Mr.  Bright .2455,  2456 

Mr.  Cass 2450 

Mr.  Dawson 2456,  2457 

Mr.  Douglas. 2456 

Mr.  Fish 2453 

Mr.  Gwin 2444, 

2445,  2450,  2453.  2455,  2456,  2457 

Mr.  Hale 2445,  2453,  2454.  2455 

Mr.  Houston 2453 

Mr.  Hunter 2442, 

2444,  2445,  2453,  2454,  2455,  2457 

r.  Mallory 2450,  2453.  2454.  2455 

r.  Miller 2453,  2356 

Mr.  Pearce 2453,  2455 

Mr.  Pratt 2453,  2455 

Mr.  Rusk -. 2453,  2456 

Mr.  Shields 2454 

Mr.  Underwood 2455 

Mr.  Walker 2453,  2456 

For  further  discussion  on  amendments  to  the, 
see  ^avy-yard  at  San  Francisco — Dry-docks 
— Piersson  s  Steam  Condenser — Midshipmen. 

concerning  appointments  in  the 398,  425 

Navigation  of  the  Upper  Mississippi.  (See  Mis- 
sissippi river — Ohio  rirer— Si.  Lawrence.) 
Navy,  proposition  for  increased  pay  to  the  offi- 
cers and  seamen  belonging  to  tne,  and  to  the 
revenue  service,  who  served  in  the  Pacific 
ocean  on  the  coasts  of  California  and  Mex- 
ico. .  2445 

resolution  concerning  the  operations  of  the.  1934 

(See  Flogs^ng—Medical   Officers  qf  the—Tlsxas 

^atfy — •Appointments. ) 

Navy  Department,  calls  upon  the,  for  informa- 

Uon. . .  .30. 128,  131,  258, 273,  502, 595,  694, 

714,  847,  942,  952,  967,  1107,  1186,  1208, 

1336,  1362,  1373,  1542,  2100,  2370,  2489 

reports  from  the 144, 155,  202,  675,  812, 

860,  928,  983,  1198, 1449*,  1519,  1554, 1590, 

1613,  2100,  2206 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Secretary.  1460, 

1549,  2331 
Navy  pensions.    (See  Pensions,) 

Navy  Register,  receipt  of. 568 

Navy-yard  and  naval  depdt,  on  the  Bay  of  San 

Francisco,  in  California,  bill  to  establish  a, 

and  other  propositions.  .4,  33,  203,  243,  399, 

504,  554,  775,  784|  828,  860,  992,  2450 


Ml 
Ml 


Navy-yard  and  naval  depdt — 
near  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans,  bill  to  e«t«Hlish  a, 

410,  461,  906 
Navy-yard  at  San  Francisco,  and   ihe  construc- 
tion of  a  basin  and  railway,  renruirks  l»v — 

Mr.  Badger 863,  865,  866,  906 

Mr.  Brodhead. . .  .554,  555,  832,  860,  861, 
862,  864,  865,  866,  903,  2451 ,  2452 

Mr.  Clarke 2450.  2451,  2452 

Mr.  Gwin 554,  555,  784,  828, 

861,  862,  904,  907,  2450,  2451 

Mr.  Hunter 903,  904,  906,  907,  2452 

Mr.  Hale 862,  905 

Mr.  Walker 2452 

Nelson,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of 984 

Nevins,  W.  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1115, 

1813,  1834 
New  Hampshire.  (See  Judges,) 
an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  to 
the  State  of,  for  advances  made  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States  in  repelling 
invasion  and  suppressing  insurrection  at  In- 
dian Stream,  in  the  said  State 298,  331 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on 

non-intervention,  and  remarks  thereon..  .438 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  off  on  the  com- 

l^mise  que8tfi{)n,  and  remarks  ihereoii.  ..541 

resolutions  of  the  L^slature  of. 694 

New  Mexico,  bill  to  amend  the  act  proposing  to 
the  State  of  Texas  the  establishment  of  her 
northern  and  western  boundaries,  dx., and  to 
establish  a  territorial   government  for,   ap- 

proVed  Sept.  9, 1850 186 

protection  of^    (See  Territories  ) 
communication  of  the  action  of  the  territorial 

government  of .' • 225 

resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Asaembly- of. 967 

bill  authorizing  the  Governor  of   the  Territory 

of,  to  call  an  extra  session  of  tke  Lesrislative 

Assembly  of  said  Territory 1398,  2489  *• 

an  act  to  provide  for  additional  t^lerks,  and  ex- 
.   tend  the  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Asj^embly 

of,  and  Territory  of. 1601,  2489  * 

New  Orleans.    (See  Ports.) 

Newspapers,  bill  to  reduce  posta^  on.     (See 

Postt^e.) 
New  York,  resolutions  of  the  Legialature  of  the 

Stale  of. 651,  1240,  1885 

New  York  city.     (See  Common  Council.) 
Nicholson  Letter,  remarJcs  of  General  Cass  ex- 
planatory of  the 784 

Noble,  David,  leave  to  the  heirs  to  withdraw  the 

petition  of. 440 

Noel,  Major  Thomas,  of  the  United  States  Arnay, 

bill  ^or  relief  of  the  heirs  of... 619, 

1180,1186 
Non-intervention,  resolutions  declarative  of  the 

doctrine  of. 298,  310, 

389.  450,  459,  505.  511,  543.  638,  702,  782, 
814.  828,  968,  985, 1053,  1141,  1207,  1259 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1053 

Mr.  Bradbury 1053 

Mr.  Cass 1053 

Mr.  Shields 1053 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  on  the  subject  of,  by — 

Mr.  Miller 439 

Mr.  Stockton 438 

Norris,  Moses,  of  New  Hampshire.  1,  33,  40,  41, 

50, 128, 198, 226, 233, 307. 389, 398,  410,  431, 

460,  524,  596..  606.  608,  630,  771,  785,  813, 

845,  878,  901,  920,  991.  1175.  1240,  1258, 

1270,  1445, 1488,  1756,  1787,  1808,  2049 

resolutions  by 308, 

346,  410,  968,  1176,  1422,  1769 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  pay  Mr.  Rives  for 

reporting 347 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E.  A. 

McNeil 606, 608 

Norris,  Robert  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 586, 

1179, 1425,  1806,  2203 
North  Capitol  street,  proposed  appropriation  for 

the  improvement  of. 2379 

North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 

the  State  of. 595 

provision  to  pay  to,  for  advances,  dk«.,  to  volun- 
teers  2431 

Norton,  Anna,  and  Lewis  Poskit,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 629,  1034,  1047, 1241 

Notaries  public,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize,  to  take  and  certify  oaths, 
afiSrmations,  and  acknowledgments,  in  certain 
caMfl"..... ..as,  41, 186, 525«  543,  556 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


^oici,nall9  propositioii  for  the  MippreMion  of« 

9030 
KoM^-    (3^  CarmtUU  J^unnery,) 

(htk.    (See  Aolisms  PuMic.) 

(fyd  Mitchell^  bill  to  auibonze  a  new  reenter  for 

(te  American  built  vhip 525,  543 

I     atet»ry 1239,  1631,  1644,2140 

fioucei  of  Heary  Clay,  proposilioa  to  audit  the 

accoonta  (or  photing  the. „ .  • . .  .24^ 

O'Srim,  WUliam  Smith.    (See  Irish  PaHioU,) 
OcctQ  8ceam  Navigation  Uompany,  proposition 
ibr  a  contract  with  the,  for  one  adaitional  trip 
oa  Havre  line,  and  one  on  the  Bremen  Hue, 

2439 
OSnwft,  bill  for  the  poniahment  of.    (See  lAot- 

Officers  of'the  Senate,  propoeition  in  regard  to  the 

deetioDof .34,41,62 

Qiiu,  Theodore,  bdl  for  the  relief  of. 50, 

81,226,362,390,968 
Oglethorpe  barracka.     (See  Savmmuk,) 
Oaio  river,  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the,  as  well 
above  as  below  the  falls. .81,  104,  S144,  2169 

Ohio,  rtsolaciona  of  the  Leirislature  of 966 

biU  to  frant  to  the  State  of,  the  unsold  and  un- 
■ppropriated  public  lands  remaining  in  that 

duxe .4,  21,  30,  1 12,  1065, 1083 

I        bin grantinr  land  to,  and  to  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
I  for  a  railroad  from  Cincinnati  to  St.  Louis, 

1336.  1352, 1628 

(Bee  LiiJ    Jmdieiml  Disiriet$-~  JTyandoU  L<mb.) 

(^Hsioos  of  the  Attorneys  General,  appropriation 

IB  pay  for  preparing  the 1415 

NMmtioo  for  the  purchase  of  copi««  of  the  in- 
dex of 23&,  2408,  2423 

{^Jttarmeyt  Otneral.) 
Oaa^wod  Alexandria  Railroad  Company,  bill  for 

the  idief  of. 657,  966, 1446, 1809,  2202 

Okder  of  business,  concerning  the 4^7, 

761,  992, 1047, 1098,  1130,  1175, 1510,  1542, 

1589,  1769,  2032,  2438 

Order,  ({Ofstfons  of. 2,  11,  42, 

516,1182, 1192, 1399, 1405,1454*,  1469, 1701. 

1860, 2101,  2171,  2240,  2393,  2406,  246d 

O'Retty,  Utnry,  proposition  for  a  telegraph  to 

,   the  Pacific 984 

Cktfon,  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Twritory  of.. 447- 

biB  ptoTidmg  for  the  better  protection  to  the 

cMznt  of  California  and. 470 

aett  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of. 771 

joiai  reaolation  approving  and  con&rming  an 
act  of  the  Lefistatrve  Assembly  providing  for 
the  a^cctioti  of  places  for  the  location  and 
\      ottuQii  oC  the  public  buildings  of  the  Terri- 
tory of,  an4  for  other  purposes 1199 

as  act  for  the  coottniction  or  military  roads  in, 

1542,  1574 
as  aa  lottaend  on  set  to  create  the  office  of  sur- 
vmr^^neral  of  public  lands  in,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  survey  and  to  make  donations  to 
tJbe  settlers  of  the  said  public  lands,  approved 

September  27ih,  1850 1601,2238 

as  iei  to  amend  the  act  to  settle  and  .adjust  the 
ezpeasea  of  the  people  of,  in  defending  them- 
ielfes  from  attacks  and  hostilities  of  the 
Qiyaae  Indiana,  in  the  years  1847  and  1848, 

approved  February  14,  1851 1601, 

1682,2239 
■a  set  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  territo- 
rial govenunentof,  approved  August  14, 1848, 

1601,  24^ 
protection  of.    (See  TerrilMe$.) 
(See  JUHl  Omtroct^Indian  HostUiHeB-^TerrUo- 
rui  GQtenatunh^ColUeiion  Diiiriets.) 

Oi^oizaUoa  of  the  Senate 4,  34,  41,  62 

OtjQaDization  of  the  House ...II 

Osbara,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. 418,  7^.  746 
Ottrander,  Maria,  leave,  to  withdraw  the  petition 

of. ...460 

Outfit  of  Ministers,  dkc.    (See  MinisUn,) 
Ovcrbaugh,  Sarah,  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition 

of. 468 

OveB'4  report  on  geology,  proposition  to  print, 

389 
P. 
Padfic  railroad.     (See  RaUroadi,) 
Pige,  Y.  P.,  resolution  increasing  his  compensa- 
tion  826 

Pi«,  Thomas  J.,  biU  for  the  relief  of.  .941, 181^2 

Psfflett,  Peter  N.,  bUl  for  the  relief  of. 1646 

Ptiatii^,  hktorical,  for  Congress,  proposition  for 
*  a,%LeiUxe .....1533 


Palmer,  Aaron  H.,  leave  to  withdraw  Uie  papera 

of. 282 

Paper.     (See  PrwUtr,  PubHc.) 

Paraguay,    South    America.      (See    Commercial 

Parker,  Foxall  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2231 

Parker,  Peter,  proposed  compensation  to. . .  .2379 
Parker,  Zebulon,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  ..389,  492 
Parker's  water-wheel,  remonstrances  in  relation 

to. 630 

Parsons,  Thomas  B.,  biU  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2231 
Passengers  conveyed  in  steamboats  from  the  At- 
lantic ports  to  California,  petition  in  regard 

to  security  to,  dtc. 424,  511 

PfeuMengers  on  board  of  vessels  propeHed  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  to  provide  for  the  better 

security  of. 112, 

331,  504,  586,  666,  724,  772,  1285.  1525, 
1533,  1667,  1686,  1701, 1737,  1755,  2425 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Badger 2426 

Mr.  Bell 1708 

Mr.  Borland..331,504,  505,  1702,  1710,  1742 

Mr.  Bright 1671, 1701,  1703,  1706, 1709 

Mr.  Brodhead 1703, 1704,  1740,  1741 

Mr.  Brodke 1704,  1707 

Mr.  Chase 1671,  1706,  1741 

Mr.  Davis 331,  505, 

666,  1667,  1670,  1671,  1703,  1704,  1705, 

1706,  1707,  1708,  1709,  1710,  1737,  1738. 

1839,  1740,  1741,  1742,  2125,  2426,  2428 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa .» 1671 

Mr.  Downs 504,  4  5,  2427 

Mr.  Geyer 1669,  1670, 

1671, 1709,  1710i  1711,  1737, 1738, 1741 

Mr.  Gwm 2425.  2428 

^r.  Hale. 1703,  1704,  1708, 

1710,  1711,  1737, 1738,  1739,  1740,  2426 

Mr.  Hamlin 724,  17l)2,  1739 

Mr.  Mallory 1702,  1741,  1742 

Mr.  Pratt 1701,  1702,  2425,  2426 

Mr.  Rusk.1670,  1702,  1703,  1710,  1740,2426 

Mr.  Sebastian 1741 

Mr.  Shields 1702 

Mr.  Stockton 2426,  2427 

Mr.  Underwood ^ 331,  504 

Mr.  Weller 1670, 1671,  2428 

Patent  Office,  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  the 
west  wing  of  the,  and  restrictions  in  regard 

to ^424 

(See  Seed$t) 

Patent  Office  Report 760,  1174,  1209 

extra  copies  of  the,  ordered .2463 

Patents,  bill  providing  for  the  issuing  of,  for  a 
certain  class  of  confirmed  private  land  claims 

in  Louisiana 1115,  1128,  1460 

Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  Committee  on..  .32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 577 

bills  reported  from  the .218, 

389r  460,  630,  666)  845,  991,  1115,  1541 
discharged  from  subjects ..... .629,  1240,  1488 

Patentees,  bill  granting  further  remedies  to. .  .61, 

81, 186, 1649, 1555.  1566 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard 1567, 1570,  1571 

Mr.  Borland 1566, 1571,  1572,  1573 

Mr.  Bradbury 1549, 

1550,  1551,  1555,  1569,  1570,  1572 

Mr.  Butler 1550, 1568 

Mr.  Davis 1550 

Mr.  Pelch 1570 

Mr.  Geyer 1571,  1573 

Mr.  Hale 1549,  1550, 1570,  1571 

Mr.  Hunter .1555,  1469,  1570 

Mr.  Mallory 1550,  1570,  1573 

Mr.  Miller 1550, 

1551.  1567,  1570.  1571,  1573 

Mr.  Seward 1555, 1567, 1573 

Mr.  Stockton 1573 

Mr.  Toucey 1569 

Mr.  Underwood 1551, 1555 

Patriots.    (See  hish  PfUriols,) 
Paulding,  Hiram,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1106,  2205 
Pay,  increased,  for  those  engaged  in  the  naval 
service,  proposition  for  the  disallowance  of, 

2454 
of  officers  in  Mexico,  resolution  concerning.  418 
increased,  prohibited,  without  authority  of  law, 

2372 

increased ,  to  officers  and  seamen  belonging  to  the 

Navy  and  revenue  service,  and  Army,  who 

served  on  the  Pacific,  proposition  for . .  .2445 

i  Payne,  William  S.>  act  for  rekef  of. . .  .694, 1542 


Pearce,  James  A.,  of  Maryland .1,  12, 

30,  33,  50,  61,  202.  217,  225,  226,  266,  272, 
282,  328,  330,  389,  397,  398,  389,  424,  4^8, 
440,  469,  460,  468,  469,  471,  477,  488,  490, 
511,  1127,  1168,  1208,  1209,  1210,  1407, 
1488,   1510,   1541,   1547,  1548,  1810,  1879, 

20U2,  2212,  2231 

resolutions  by 245,  398,  2309 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  American  Nautical 

Almanac .,'. .1549 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the  rules, 

1609 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Le- 

Roy 1622 

remarks  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  Mex- 
ican Boundary  Commission .1921 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 

the  iuwe  and  debates. 2002,  2030 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  the  Seneca  I  n- 

dians 1132.  1 133 

remarks  concerning  the  claims  for  supplies  fur- 
nished the  Indians  in  California... ....  .2104, 

2105,  2108,  2109 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  Appropri- 
ation bill 2252,  2393 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  *the  putfii  of 

Ministers 2312,  2339 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  salary  and 

outfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  China 2421 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 

Texas 2380 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts for  printing  at  fifty  per  cent,  deduction, 

2393,  2395,  2396,  2399,  2400 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  publication 

of  the  works  of  the  Exploriner  Expedition, 

2252,  2253,^2254,  2255,  2256 
remarks  on  the  appro ririatitJn   for   Winder's 

Building 2372,2374 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  suppt)rt  the 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission.. 2404,  240$ 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  or  the  Potomac  Bridge 2296 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries   .1896 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  pay  received  by  Gknerals  Scott 

and  Pierce. • 2213 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  arrear- 
ages due  A\  Ji  Downing,  deceasea  .2375, 2376 
remarks  in  relation  to  pnnting  the  census  re- 
turns   207,  264 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2459,  2460 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  as- 
signees of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of 

the  Choctaw  Indians 1406 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  balances 

due  the  Creek  Indians 1465,  1466 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2454, 

2455 
remarks  in  relation  to  Piersson's  steam  con- 
denser  2446 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  ..... .1182,  1133 

Pember,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 511, 

1177,  1423,  1806 
Pennsylvania,  memorial  and  resolution  of  tiie  Le- 
gislature of 602, 

618,  619,  745,  813,  965,  1115 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  proposition  in  re^rd  lo 

grading  and  paving 81,  2393 

appropriation  for  the  improvement  of.' 2379 

Pensacola  and  Navy-Yard  Plank  Road  Gompsny, 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to. . .  .666,  966 

Pension  agents,  resolution  in  relation  to 2140 

Pension  laws,  Secretary  of  the  Senate  directed  to 

purchase  copies  of  the 2055 

Pensions,  Committee  on 32 

instructions  to 203,  694,  967,  1116,  1769 

bills  reported  from.  .91. 186,298, 331, 346,  389. 
397,  440,  447,  525,  569,  595,  602,  618,  629, 
902,  627,  1115,  1128,  1161, 1186,  1225,  1362. 
1460,  1488,  1519.   1566,   1599,  1666,  1991, 

1922,  1949, 1972,  2225,  2231 

reports.  .298,  389, 440,  503,  602,  618,  813,  826, 

941,  952, 1115, 1390,  1488,  1566,  1586,  2225 

discharged  from  subjects.. 503,  694,813,927, 

1106,  1460,  1554,  1556,  1646,  1879,  1921, 

2225,2231 

proposition  for  a  derk  to  the  . .  > 145 

Pensions,  invalid,  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 

of,  in  certam  cases 50,  61,  447,  879,  903 

bill  to  revive  a  portion  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers 50, 

91, 198,  502 
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Penaions — 
bill  to  continue  half  pay  to  certain  widows  and 

orphans 1666,  1870,  11)21 

bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  relatives  of 
certain  officers  and   seamen  of  the  United 

States  briff  Washington 124,  332,  346 

bill  to  amend  an  act  passed  the  20ih  of  Febru- 
ary, 1847,  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  30th 

June,  1848 1488 

an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  nayy  pensions  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 

June,  1853 1488,  1554 

an  act  makin?  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
invalid  ana  otner  pensions  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June, 

1853 1488,  1554 

bill  for  the  extension  of,  in  certain  cases.  .1879, 

1921 
joint  resolution  relating  to....... 1922 

Percentage  fund.  {See  Compacts — Missouri — School 
Lands.) 
bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved 
March  3d,  1847,  and  the  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary ^,  1849,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
existing  compacts  with  the  States  of  Alabeuna 
and  Mississippi  in  relation  to  the  five  per 
cent,  fund  and  the  school  reservations..  .772, 

1390 

Perrie,  James  and  Lucy,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .746 

Philadelphia,  the  frigate.    (See  Captors,) 

Pierce,  General,  call  for  the  amount  of  pay  re- 
ceived by 2193,  2212,  2213 

(See  Scott,  General.) 

Piersson,  J.  P.,  proposition  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  apply  his  double  vacuum 
steam  condenser  to  the  steam  navy 2446 

Piersson 's  steam  condenser,  remarks  by — 

Mr.  Davis 2446,  2450 

Mr.  Pearce 2446 

Mr.  Shields 2449,  2450 

Mr.  Stockton 2446,  2449,  2450 

Pine  Grove  Academy,  bill  for  relief  of.  1141,  2205 

Pioneer  Manufacturing  Company  of  Georgetown, 
ii>  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  incorporate 
the 282 

Pittsburg,  Kiltaning,#nd  Warren  Railroad  Com- 
pany, bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  grant  to  the,  the  right  of  way  over  the 
grounds  of  the  United  States  at  the  Alleghany 
arsenal 1352,  1488,  1519 

Plank  roads.  (See  Pensacota,  Sfc, — St.  Genevieve — 
Fayetteville  and  Central.) 
right  of  wtiy  to  fill.     (See  Rigid  of  Way.) 

Piatt,  Jonas  Jj.,  of  New  York,  bill  for  the  relief 
of. 984,  1566 

Plummer,  Emily  H.,  the  widow  of  Captain  Sam- 
uel M.  Plummer,  bill  fot  the  relief  of. . .  .1566, 

1743,2310 

Plummer,  Joseph  Morton,  and  Mary  Reynolds 
Plummer,  act  for  relief  of. .  .1566,  1743,  1755 

Poindexter,  George,  bill  for  relief  of. 308, 426, 451 

Poole,  James,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of. .  .2268, 2324,  2371 

Pope,  Daniel  N.,  petition  of,  for  a  claim  against 
Mexico 328 

Porter,  Lieutenant  William  D.,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  bill  for  relief  of. 637,  1445,  1808 

Port  of  entry,  bill  to  constitute  Paducnh,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  a 2169 

Port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  Little  Rock,  in  Ar- 
kansas, bill  to  establish  a 40 

Port  of  delivery,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of,  at 

Biloxi 1336 

for  the  collection  district  of  Puget*s  Sound,  &>c. 

(See  Collection  Districts.) 
bill  to  constitute  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
a 1833, 1934, 1950, 2471,  2488 

Port  of  New  Orleans,  bill  extending  the  limits  of 
the 2140 

Porterfield,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 790 

Portland,  Maine.    (See  Marine  Hospital.) 

Portrait  of  Henry  Clay  presented  to  Congress  by 
Guisseppe  Fagnazi,  joint  resolution  accept- 
ing  1602,  1645 

Postage  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  reduce 
and  modify  the  rates  of,  and  for  other  pur^ 

poses,  passed  March  3d,  1851 1764, 

1769,  2268,  2271,  2389,  2409,  2471 

Postage,  ocean,  communication  in  regard  to. 2489 

Postaee  on  newspapers,  bills  to  reduce  the  rates 
of,  and  to  establish  a  uniform  rate  of  post- 
age on  letters  throughout  the  United  States. 4 


Postage  on  newspapers- 
bill  to  reduce  the  rate  of,  and  other  printed  mat- 
ter, and  to  regulate  the  salaries  of  postmas- 
ters  1336 

Postage,  cheap  oceanic,  proposed  inquiry  and  re- 
marks in  regard  to 694 

Postage,  cheap  ocean ,  resolution  concerning . .  1533 
Postal  statistics  and  report,  resolution  calling  for, 

781,  860, 1419 

Postmaster  General,  calls  upon  the 502 

report  of  the 590 

Postmasters  General,  Assistant,  proposition  for 

their  appointment  by  the  President,  &C.2371 

proposition  for  the  appointment  of  one  addi- 

uonal 702, 2342 

Postmasters,  salaries  of.    (See  Postage.) 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on. . .  .32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the. , 525, 

845,  967,  1047, 1588 

discharged  from  subjects.  % 2268 

bills  reported  from  the :186,  226,  308, 

346.  397,  410,  424,  469,  525,  619,  702,  708, 
760,  920,  941,  1115,  1128,  1186,  1574,  1659, 

1921,  2231,  2268 

proposition  for  a  clerk  for  the 259,  273 

reports  from 772,  1574 

Post  Office  Department,  joint  resolution  modifying 

the  existing  laws  for  the  government  of.  .619 

call  upon  the,  for  a  report  on  postal  statistics, 

781,  860,  877,  967 

reports  from  the 2212 

an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  service  of 

the,  for  the  year  1853 2299, 

2309,  2389,  2438,  2463,  2465,  2488 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bwdger • 2439 

Mr.  Hale 2438 

Mr.  Hunter 2438 

Mr.  Rusk 2439 

Mr.  Boul^ 2438 

remarks  on  amendments  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the.     (See  IVheeling  Bridge.) 
Post  routes,  joint  resolution  for  the  establishment 

of,  in  the  State  of  New  York 124, 

128,  569,  577,  1667,  1683 

joint  resolution  to  establish 1667,  2212 

bill  to  establish  certain 2268, 

2329,  2371,  2463,  2464,  2486,  2488 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 2330 

Mr.  Borland 2329,  2330,  2331 

Mr.  Bradburv 2330,  2331 

Potomac  river.     (See  Ice-boat.) 

Potomac  Bridges.    (See  Bridge,  Long.) 

Pratt,  Thomas  G.,  of  Maryland.  .1,  49,  61,  104, 

123,  130, 155,  217,  224,  226,  227,  228,  424, 

460,  486,  492,  568,  569,  595,  602,  619,  630, 

637,  656,  677,  678,  679,  680,  702,  727,  745, 

760,  766,  844,  865,  880,  927,  928,  967,  1046, 

1098,  1103,  1104,  1106,  1240,   1292,   1354, 

1362,  1364,  1474,  1489,   1532,   1547,  1554, 

1556,  1605,  1659,   1660,   1661,  1662,  1666, 

1683.  1701,  1787,   1810,.  1846,  1951,  2002, 

2100,  2101,  2204,  2225,  2231,  2240,  2267. 

2331,  2338,  2389,  2390,  2428,  2436 

resolutions  by 104,  760, 1542 

remarks  on  the  disposition  of  private  claims.  131 
remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  census  returns, 

156,  206 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwi- 

nell 232 

remarks  on  bill  forrelief  of  John  F.  Callan.681 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth 718, 

719,  720,  721,  722 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 

*  Kuykendall 726 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H. 

D.  Bowmar 729 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Cal- 

laghan 788 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 

Edith 848 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Carmel- 
ite Nunnery 880,  881,  883 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Jo- 
seph Lewis  Breese 928 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  survey  for  a 
basin  for  the  Chesapeake  and   Ohio  canal. 

13.52,  1353 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1787,  1862 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 

the  laws  and  debates 2003 


~^^^~*         ■            ^— — ^  I                   ^— ^^— .^^g 
Pratt,  Thomas  G.,  of  Maryland- 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries  A.897 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

public  printer 2327,  2333,  2334 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill.  973, 974,  975 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  ship 

canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary.. . .  .1883 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reli^  of  Joshua  Ken • 

nedv 2009 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera 

Cruz 934,  936 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  steamboats. .  .1701,  1702,  2425,  2426 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  payment  for  the 

surveys  of  claims  in  California. 1849, 

1850, 1851,  1852,  1853,  1866 
remarks  concerning  Temple's  Memoirs. .  .1363 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2460,  2462 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1267,  1482 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  ratify  the  claims 

of  Florida  for  advances 2436 

.    remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2453, 

2455 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  claims  for  supplies 
allefi:ed  to  have  been  furnished  the  Indians  ia 
California .2105,  2107,  2109 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2342, 
2392,  2393,  2402,  2407,  2420,  2424 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  salary  and  out- 
fit of  a  Commissioner  to  China. .  .2421,  24^ 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  issue  stock  to 
Texas 2382 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  theacco\|nts 
for  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 
cent 2394 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  introduction 
of  water  into  Washington 2290,  ^91 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  support  the  M  ex- 
ican  Boundary  Commission 2406,  2407 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removi^  of 
the  remams  of  Potomac  Bridge.  ..2290,  2298 
Pre-emption — 

bill  to  grant  the  right  of,  to  settlers  on  the  pub- 
lie  land  known  as  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant, 

186,  272,  366,  728,  746 

bill  to  protect  actual  settlers  upon  land  on  the 
line  of  the  Central  Railroad  and  branches,  by 
granting 1859,  1922, 1934,  2041 

bill  to  extend  the  right  of,  to  actual  seulers  upon 
the  public  lands  remaining  to  the  United 
States  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, within  six  miles  of  the  Ohio  and  Mobile 
Railroad,  &c 630 

bill  to  grant  to  certain  settlers  on  the  Menomo- 
nee  Purchase,  north  of  Fox  river,  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  the  right  of. 927,  952 

bill  to  grant,  rights  to  certain  setUers  on  Grand 
Cheni^re  island,  in  the  southwestern  land  dis- 
trict in  Louisiana,  d« 928,  942,  952 

bill  to  grant  preemption  rights  to  lands  on  the 
Florida  Keys 942 

bill  to  grant  prel^mption  rights  to  the  lands  on 
the  D'Auetrive  Claim.  (See  Private  Land 
Claim.) 
Pre-emption  claimants  for  the  land  upon  which  the 
towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in 
Iowa,  are  situated,  bill  for  the  relief  of. ...  50 
President  of  the  Senate,  clerk  to  the 878 

vote  of  thanks  to  William  R.  King,  the..  .24€t9 

President  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  message 

of  the»  and  action  in  regard  to 11,  128 

calls  upon  the • .30,  34,  41,  110, 

128,  389,  966,  1186,  1208,  1362,  1769,  1833, 
1847,  1859, 1890,  1934,  2100,  2140, 2232 

communications  from  the 110, 

Ul,  183,  202,  225,  307,  328,  388,  568.  569, 
586,  677,  701,  1044,  1159,  1519,  1574,  1613, 
1627,  1660,  1950,  2002,  2049,  2212,  2232, 

2293,  2389,  2419 

communication  in  relation  to  the  purloining  of 
certain  papers  belonging  to  the  Mexican  Com- 
mission ,  &A 87B 

(See  Crimes.)  ^ 

Presidential  platforms  and  the  Presidency,  remarks 
in  relation  to,  by — 

Mr.  Dawson 1080 

Mr.  Gwin 1079, 1080 

Mr.  Mangum 1076,  1159 

Prewitt,  Elizabeth,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  the  v/idow  and  executrix  of  Robert  C. 
Prewitt^  deceased 424,  702 
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PnntfTi  pablic,  proposition  to  release  A.  Boyd 
HouJtoD,  the,  from  his  contract  for  execu- 
aa^  the  pablic  printing,  and  to  indemnify 

.  km  for  losses 2419 

htl  fekiinjg  to  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of 
the,  during  the  recess,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  the  Clerk  of 

the  Comcnittee  on  Printing ^409 

jDiat  resolution  providing  for  the  election  of  a, 
and  fixing  the  prices  at  which  the  work  shall 

be  done 1660 

General  Armstrong  elected 2425 

proTiston  that  all  paper  used  by  him  for  sixty 

days  shall  be  furnished  at  cost 2454 

Printing,  the  n^lar  quantity  of  documents. . .  .5 
of  Coldness  during  the  recess,  joint  resolution 

raiating  to  the 2370 

(Set  CVnsMs.)   ^ 

propositions  to  print  extra  quantities  of  docu- 
ments  124, 398,  468,  486,  487,  503, 

586,  694,  702,  613,  845,  1209,  1419,  1525, 

1591, 1879,  2169,  2370,  2463,  2465,  2486 

joint  resolution  to  amend  the  joint  resolution  of 

August  3, 1846,  in  relation  to  the  pubUc  .1005, 

1666 
coBcarniog  the  departmental,  and  binding.  1208, 

1460 

bS  to  provide  for  executing  the  public,  and 

etfsbttahing  the  prices  thereof,  and  for  other 

purposes 2041,  2269,  2324.  2331 

itmarksby — 

Mr.  Adams : 2324 

Mr.  Bayard 2326,  2327,  2333 

Mr.  Borland 2324, 

2325,  2328,  2329,  2336,  2337,  2338 

Mr.  Bright 2225, 

2327,  2328,  2329,  2332,  2333,  2335 

Mr.  Brodhead 2324 

Mr.  Cass. 2325,  2337,  2338 

Mr.  Dawson , 2333,  2334 

Mr.  Douglas. . . . .' 2325, 

2326,  2327,  2328,  2329,  2333,  2334,  233d 

Mr  Hale 2325,  2335,  2336 

Mr.  Hamlin 2325,  2326 

Mr.  Mangum 2328,  2329 

Mr.  Miller 2333 

Mr.  Pratt 2327,  2333,  2334 

Mr.  Ruik 2325,  2334,  2338 

Mr.  Smith 2324, 

^326, 2327,  2328,  2331,  2334,  2337,  2338 

Mt.  Underwood , 2325,  2328,  2336 

Mr.  Wdler .2335,  2336,  2337,  2338 

of  the  31tt  Congress,  proposition  to  settle  the 
aeeoonu  for  the  public,  at  half  the  prices  of 

1819 2393,2394 

TeIRM^fl«  by — 

Mr.  Boriand 2394, 

2397,  2398,  2399,  2400,  2401 

Mr.  Brodhetd 2395,  2398 

Mr.  Cfemens..  .2394,  2396,  2398,  2399,  2400 

Mr.Dwi^ .2395,  2399 

Mr.  Haie 2397 

Mr.  Hamlin 2398,  2399,  2400 

Mr.  Houston 2399 

Mr.  Hunter 2400 

Mr.  Mangom 2400 

Mr.  Pearce 2393, 

.  2395,2396,2399,2400,2401 

Mr.  Pratt 2394 

Mr.  Smith 2394, 2396,  2398,  2399 

Mr.  Toucey 2397 

Mr.  Underwood 2400,  2401 

Mr.  Walker 2400 

Printing  the  obituary  notices  of  General  Taylor, 

tppropriation  to  pay  for .2401 

Printing,  Joint  Committee  on 32,  81,  92,  1047 

nports  from 128, 346,  389,  486.  487,  503, 

619.  629,  694,  702,  813,  845,   1046,  1047, 

1096,   1161,  1208,  1240,  1336,   1352,   1389, 

1460,  1525,  1832,  2144,  2370,  2486 

proposed  ilistruetions  to  the 104,  637 

report  from  the,  by  Mr.  Borland,  and  personal 
explanation  in  relation  thereto. . .  .1046,  1096 

Prioleao,  Samuel,  bUl  for  the  relief  of. 1115, 

2204,  2212 
Prisoners.     (See  CuiMi  PrismuT$.) 
Private  bills,  postponement  of.  ..1554,  1556,  2004 

order  in  regard  to • 1645 

Private  dsims,  resolution  to  set  apart  Fridays  for 

the  consideration  of. 121 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison 131,  132 

Mr.  Davis 131 

Mr.Dowtfa 132 


Private  claims,  resolution  to  pet  apart  Fridays  for 
the  consideration  of — remarks  by 

Mr.  Hamlin 132 

Mr.  Hunter 132 

Mr.  Mangum 132 

Mr.  Pratt .131 

Private  Land  Claims,  Committee  on 32 

bills  reported  from  the 272, 

282,  389,  418,  v440,  460,  503,  637,  813,  967, 
1128,  1140,  1141,  1161,  1186,  1373,  1460, 
1599, 1628, 1832, 1949, 2212, 2232, 2419, 2442 

discharged  from  subjects *.  .746^ 

1186,  1591, 1628, 1844,  2212 

adverse  reports 1128 

Private  land  claims  in  C-alifornia,  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3d, 

1851,  to  ascertain  and  settle  the 1115, 

1129, 1949,  2033 
remarks  by — 

Mr.Gwin 1129,2033,2038 

Mr.  Weller 2037 

bill  for  the  adjustment  of.  (See  Swrvttfa.) 
Private  land  claims,  bill  for  the  settlement  of  a 
certain  class  of,  within  the  limits  of  the  D'Au- 
terive  claim,  and  for  allowing  prei^mption  to 
certain  purchasers  and  actual  settlers  in  the 
event  of  a  final  adjudication  of  the  title  of  the 
said  D*AuteriYe  in  favor  the  United  States, 

1973,  2232,  2239 
Private  land  claims.  (See  Mexican  Government,) 
Private  land  claimants,  bill  authorizing  a  certain 
class  off  to  file  their  cledms  with  the  register 
and  receiver  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  11 40, 1756 
Proctor,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  on  . .  .1205, 1240 
Prochaski,  Churl,  the  petition  of,  and  remarks 

thereon..... 524 

Prometheus,  call  upon  the  President  in  regard  to 

the  outrage  upon  the 41, 81 

response  of  the  rresident  in  regard  to* .  Ill,  130 

remarks  by  Mr.  Cass 81 

Promotion  of  certain  officers.    fSee  LUutemnUs,) 
Property,  the  protection  of.    (See  District  qf  Co- 
lumbia,) 
Prosecution    of  claims.    (See  CUwrn  againt  the 

United  Statet.) 
Protection.    (See  Ttrritoriea.) 
Providence  harbor.    (See  Harbor.) 
Publication  of  the  laws.    (See  Lawt.) 

Public  Buildings,  Committee  on .32 

reports  from  the 952 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 203,  398 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from. . .  .460,  487 
(See  Minneaota.) 
Public  debt,  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the..  .1682 
Public  documents.    (See  Compendium.) 
Public  Lands,  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of  the, 

&c.,  in  California 4 

bill  to  cede  the,  of  the  United  States  to  the  States 
respectively  in  which  they  are  situated,  &c., 

4,  33,  1005,  2100 

bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the,  lyin^  south  of  the 

old  Choctaw  line,  in  State  or  Mississippi.  .91 

overflowed.    (See  Louisiana,) 

bill  for  the  construction  of  railroads  through. 

(See  IZat/roodf.) 
bill  relating  to  the  sale  of,  in  certain  cases .  .440, 

503,543 
reserved.    (See«^la6ama — ^rikantsf — Florida.) 
proposition  to  classify  the,  and  graduate  the 

rrice  of • 765 
ceding  the,  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie, 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvements. 952 

entries  of,  in  Florida.    (See  JBn^ries.) 

bill  to  rei^late  the  surveying  and  sale  of  lands 
belongmg  to  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases 1107 

bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certain  portions  of 
the,  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  railroads  and  canals, 

2100, 2239,  2266,  2287,  2438 

grants  of  the,  for  canala  and  railroads.  (See 
Grants — Canals'—Railroads — Mississippi —  Cat' 
\fomia —  Wisconsin — Mtssowri — OWo-— .WtdW- 
gan — Louinana — Iowa — Indiana — iUinoti — 
Florida.) 

right  of  way  through  the.    (See  Ttlegrw^.) 
Public  Lands,  Committee  on 32,  245 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 243, 

487,  921, 1769 

bills  reported  from  the 50,  104,  130, 

145,  186,  198,  244,  272,  282,  298,  308,  469, 
625,  569,  577,  586,  666,  730,  746,  760,  761, 
772,  860,  927,  941,  952,  991,  1005,  1161, 
1205,  1225,  1420.  1488,  1519,  1525,  1532, 


Public  Lands,  Committee  on — 

1533,   1554,   1628,   1646,  1659,  1681,  1682, 

1921, 1949, 2100,  2169,  2238,  2239,  2370 

reports  from. . .  .104, 198, 772,  844,  1141.  1161, 

1541, 1660,  1768, 1859,  2193,  2225,  2238 

discharged  from  subjects 244, 

245.  308,  657,  746,  760,  844,  927,  967,  991, 
1141,   1225,  1240,  1420.  1488,  1599,  1628, 

1646,  2100,  2169,  2238 
Public  moneys.     (See  Keepers.) 
Punishment  of  ofienses.     (See  Live-^)ak.) 
Purioininff  public  papers.     (See  Crimes.) 
Purser  of  the  navy-yard  af  Kittery,  Maine,  in- 
creased pay  to 2446 

a. 

Gtoartermaster's  Department,  debate  concerning 
the  expenditures  in  the.    (See  Deficiency  Bill!) 
dueen,  of  Dundee.    (See  Barque.) 
Cluinney,  John  W.,  bill  for  reUef  of...lll5,  2212 

R. 

Railroads,  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  a  central  national  raili-oad  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean.,  .4 

bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of,  through  the 
public  lands  in  certain  cases 272 

(See  Cleveland  and  Pitt^mrgt  and  Cleveland,  ^c. — 
Orange  and  Alexandria-^-West  FtUdana  Rail- 
roadT) 

bill  to  set  apart  and  sell  to  Asa  Whitney,  of 
"  New  York,  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  to 
enable  him  to  construct  a  railroad  fipom  Lake 
Michigan  or  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean 941 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Monroe  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  their  sureties 1187 

(See  PiWhwrgf  KUtamng^  and  Warren  Railroad 
Company.) 

bin  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  railroad  companies 1460 

right  of  way  to  all.     (See  Right  ^  Way.) 

bul  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Florida, 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  Central  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, and  appropriating  lands  to  Florida  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  said  road 21, 577 

bill  granting  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
'  railroad,  with  the  right  of  way,  from  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana,  by  way  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  and 
Burlington,  Iowa,  to  the  Missouri  river.  .198 

proposition  to  grant  land  to  the  several  States 
and  Territories  for 2468 

bill  granting  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  makin?  a 
grant  o(  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river , 878 

bills  makmg  a  grant  of  land  for  the  construction 

of,  and  for  other  purposes 16^, 

2100,  2438 

bills  making  grants  of  land  for  the  construction 
of  numerous.  (See  Grants — Missiisippi — 
Caiifamia —  ffiseonttn— «¥tM(mrt~-(Mio--A/tc^ 
igan — Lomsiana — lovoa — IiKdiana — lUincis — 
Florida — Jilabama. ) 

proposition  for  two,  to  connect  the  Mississippi 
with  the  Pacific  ocean 2466 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Qwin. iM66,  2467 

Mr.  Shields 2467 

Mr.  Underwood 2467 

Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  Company,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. ,  .460,  605,  608 

Ralston,  Lewis,  leave  to  withdraw  papers  of.  .619 
Rank,  assimilated.    (See  Medical  Officers.) 
Rantoul,  Robert,  a  member  of  the  House  fVom 
Massachusetts,  his  death  announced  • .  •  .2140 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Sumner 2140 

Rations  in  the  Navy,  provision  in  relation  to  the 

commutation  of 2446 

Recess,  dailjr,  proposition  for  a 2299 

Registers,  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurer  to  issue  a  register  to  the  bri?  Ada, 

124,  128,  298 

bill  to  authorize  a  new  register  for  the  Ameri- 
can-built ship  Obed  Mitchell 525,  543 

an  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  America 694,  708.  784 

an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  Kossuth .694,  708 

bill  to  authorisie  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
schooner  Caroline,  of  Barnstable.  1493,  1525 

an  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  American- 
built  vessel  named  the  Amelia,  and  to.  grant 
a  register  to  it. 1493, 1511, 1532 


INDEX  TO 


Reg^istere — 
bill  authorittng  the  Secrtetaiy  Of  the  Treasurj 
to  issue  registers  to  vessels  in  certain  cases, 

1541 

bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  issue  a  uev  register  to  the  barque  Ctueen, 

of  Dundee 2263 

bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  issue  a  ne  v  register  to  the  bri?  Martha* 
etle  Morse,  l&te  the  Belgian  brig  Enterprise, 

2268 
▼Registers  and  receivers,  bill  granting  compensa- 
tion to,  for  making  locations  under  the  Are- 

dondo  Grant...; 1005 

Registry,  bill  to  admit  a  certain  vessel  to 224, 

272,  282 
bill  to  admit  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Sylphide 

to 346,  651 

Reily,  Barbara,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. . .  .525,  1178 

Reily,  William,  deceased,  late  a  Captain  of  the 

4th  Maryland  Regiment,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  widow  of . . . .  r 1844 

Reporters  of  the  Senate,  extra  pay  to 2469 

Reporting.     (See  Rives t  John  C.) 
Reports  on  private  claims,  adverse,  disposed  of, 
'  1617 

Representatives.    (See  apportionment.) 
Rtservations  in  Arkan^s.     (See  .Mcansas.) 
in  Alabama.     (See  Alabama,) 
military,  at  St.  Peter's  river.    (See  Boundary,) 
sale  of.    (See  Lands.) 
in  Iowa»    (See  Burlington — CMeago.) 
Reserved  lanas,  bill  to  autliorize  the  sale  of,  and 

for  other  purposes 1047,  1742,  1755 

nrilitary,  at  Forts  Winnebago  and  Howard. 

(See  Wi9e<msin,) 
in  Florida.    (See  FJortdb.) 
Resolutions,  by — 

Mr.  Adams * 1210,  2030.  2076 

Mr.  Atchison 11,  657,  702 

Mr.  Badger 31. 

331,  878,  1047, 1208,1285, 1469 

Mr.  Bayard 694 

Mr.  Bell 145, 1186,  1336,  1460 

Mr.  Borland 104,  128i  637,  761.  845, 

921,  928,  942i  1208, 1460,  2030,  2140, 2232 
Mr.  BfHdbury.424,  694,  709,  967,  1769,2270 

Mr.  Bright 41,  62,  155,  1972,  2232 

Mr.  Brodhead 448, 

509,  595,  921, 1140,  1161,  2100,  2140, 2370 

Mr.  Brooke 921,  1549,  2465 

Mr.  Cass 41,  81,  158, 

310,  461,  525,  543,  826, 1186,  1208,  2329 

Mr.  Chase 746,  921.  942.  1519 

Mr.  C4arke 298,  389,  1859,  1882,  2.232 

Mr.  Clemens 203, 

243,  502.  631,  666.  709,  967 

Mr.  Cooper 602,  952, 1005.  1533 

Mr.  Davis 34.  50. 

61,  110,  111,  218.  702,  814,  1065,  2193 
Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa.  ..155,  1107,  2169,  2469 

Mr.  Doui^las. .-. 469,  1362 

Mr.  Downs 41,  942,  1645 

Mr.  Felch  .124, 243, 282, 469, 985, 1141, 1769 

Mr.  Fish 62,  418,  746,  991.  1301 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi 410,  502 

Mr.  Geyer 577,  1736,  2055 

Mr.  Gwifv 30,  128, 

259,  308,  339.  410,  461,  709.  916.  1116, 
1555,  1784,  1934,  1950.  2232,  2370 

Mr.  Hale 30,  31, 34, 131, 331, 

398,  425,  448,  471,  878,  1005,  1107,  1198, 
1460,  1521,  1549,  1572,  1601.  2239,  2331 

Mr.  Hamlin 5. 273. 30a,  331, 

468.525,577,  1116, 1209,  1588, 1736,1784, 
1833,  1847,  1959,  1949,  2140,  2469,  2489 

Mr.  Houston. 2100 

Mr.  Htinter 130, 

203,  346,  398>  903,  1645,  2463,  2486 

Mr.  James 618,  2457,  2486 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa 61, 

155,  760. 1106,  1934,  2232,  2239,  2271 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  .145,  781,  819,  920 
Mr.  Mallory.  .128,  145,  618,  903,  1301,  1588 

Mr.  Mangum 878,  1645,  2469 

Mr.  Mason ..620,  702, 

1198,  1769,  1833,  1890,  2140,  2271,  2465 

Mr.  Meriwether 2100,  2193,  2212 

Mr.  Miller 928 

Mr.  Morion 1258,  2464 

Mr.  Norris 308. 

346,  410,  968,  1175  1422,  1769 

Mr.  Pearce 245,  398,  2309 

Mr.  Pratt. 104,  760, 1542 


Resolations,  by — 

Mr.  Rhett 602,  985 

Mr.  Rusk 259,  1 186,  1258 

Mr.  Sebastian 298,  346,  845,  967,  985 

Mr.  Seward 34,  203, 273, 

310,  543,  694.  814,  847,  903,  1336,  1362, 
1519,  1533, 1566, 1579, 1591,  2106^.  2232 

Mr.  SUittlds 34, 81, 

226,  243;  389,  618,  172,  967,  1047,  1116, 

1240,  1972,  1973 

Mr.  Soul£ 920, 1555,  2463,  2489 

Mr.  Sumner 298,  694,  702^  781, 

860,  1005,  13U1,  1533,  1566,  1859,  1934 
Mr.  Underwood.  .50,  61, 81, 146,  1362, 2S31 

Mr.  Upham 9t1 

Mr.  Wade 1852,  1645 

Mr.  Walker IIU  226,  346,  1460,  2469 

Mr.  Weller 814, 952, 

967, 985, 1301, 1586, 1589, 1628, 1660, 1847, 
1934,  1972^2030,  2055,^100,  2144,  2463 
Retired  list.     (See.^rmy.) 

Retrenchment,  Committee  on .32 

Revenue.    (See  Frauds.)  * 

Revenue,  refunding^  of,  to  California.    (See  MUi' 

tary  ContribfUions.) 
Revenues,  the  collection  of  certain.    (S^  Cali- 

fomia.) 
Revolutionary  claims.    (See  Ctaima,) 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on 32 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to  the 346,  389 

discharged  from  subject. .389, 

602,  661,  1115,  1140 

bills  reported  from  the 418, 

543,   781,  878,  966,  967,  991,  1115,  1373. 

1784,  183i,  1844,  2049,  2268 

reports,  from  the 602,  629,  967,  1005 

Reynolds,  Charles,  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to    exchange  lands   between  the 

United  States-and '. 1488,  1532 

Rhett,  Robert  Barnw«H,  of  South  Carolina. .  1,  ^, 
33,  40,  49,  89,  90,  91,  96,  106,  128,  637,  640, 

693,  724,  729,  942,  984,  992 

reaolations  by 602,  985 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 

Leggett 604 

personal  explanation  by. 637 

remarks  in  behalf  of  a  memorial  concerning  the 

ColUns  line  of  steamers, 745 

remarks  on  tl^  bill  for  the  relief  of  St.  John's 

Church,  in  the  city  of  Washington 787 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill . . .  .992,  993 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  measures, 

116,  640,  641,  654,  655 
remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill. . .  .762,  763,  769 

reoiarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  nUary  of  the 
district  judge  of  New  Hampshire ..... .908, 

922,924 
Rhinehart,  James  H.,  report  and  remarks  on  the 

memorial  of. .....  • 1844 

Rhode  Island,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of, 

418 
Rhodes,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of. ... .  ..424. 

729,746 
Richardson,  William,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of.  50,  61,  1186 

Richmond,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .245, 

259,  389.  492,  493 
Right  of  way.  (See  Cieveiand  and  PittHmrg  RaU- 
road.  See. — JPensatola  atid  Mivy-yard  Plank 
Road  CofHpany-^F^iyetttvilU  and  CtnJtral  PUMk 
Road — kmlroad* — Grants. ) 
bill  granting  the,  to  all  rail  and  plank  roads  and 
macadamized  turnpikes  passing  through  the 

public  lands  of  the  United  States 1897, 

1949,  2195 

Rives,  John  C,  resolution  to  pay,  for  reporting 

and  publishing  the  proceediugs  of  the  Senate, 

308,  346,  390,  410,  418 
Rivers.    (See  Oki<f — 8avanniah—-Mississippi.) 
Roads.    (See  Mimusota.) 
military.    (See-  Or^on   Territory*-^Wa^^ngton 
and  BaUimore  T\tmpike — Railroads.) 

Roads  and  -Canals^  Committee  on* •  •  .32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 50 

bills  reported  from  the 2144 

Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of;  .1390, 

1623,1628 
Robinson,  John  W.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.. 243, 

345,  618,  1080,  1425 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Ann,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ...678, 

1446, 1808 
Rogers,  Thomas.    (See  Thomas  Lewis.) 
Routt  to  California.    (See  BtUltmmUt^ 


Rules,  proposition  to  amend  th^;  in  regard  to  the 

electidn  of  officers. 34,  41 , 

62,  1422.  1469,  1787 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  private  business , 

208 

propositions  to  amend  the 1208, 

1285,  1362, 1489, 1522,  1605,  1769,  2169 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  Adams 1605,  1609 

Mr.  Badger 1605,  1606, 1607,  2170 

Mr.  Bell 1606, 1607,  1608 

Mr.  Ca«». 1609,  2170 

Mr.  Hale .*....  .1605,  1606,  1608 

Mr.  Hunter 2170 

Mr.  Mangum 1606 

Mr.  Mason 1608,  1609 

Mr.  Pearce ..1609 

Mr.  Underwood 1605,  1607,  1608,  2170 

discussion  in  relation  to  the.  (Ste^djoummtnl.) 

suspension  of  the  joint 2488 

Rusk,  Thomas  J.,  of  Texas 1, 

32,  33,  40,  46,  186,  198,  202,  208,  217,  226, 
230,  244,  258.  273.  308,  397,  399,  410,  431, 
460,  469,  488,  489,  525,  533,  576.  587,  618, 
619,  679,  680,  693,  694,  702,  703,  708,  725, 
746,  760,  767,  825,  848,  860,  901,  902,  990, 
941,  952.  965,  1035,  1046,  1048,  1068,  1081. 
1116,.  1136,  1186,  1199,  1204,  1210,  1286, 
1287,  13&1,  1336,  1389,  1406,  1444.  1451* 
1474,  1527,  1541,  1554.  1674,  1591,  1617, 
1621,  1659,  1683,  1736,  1755,  1768,  1784, 
1786,  1787,  1807,  1808,  1844,  1847,  1921, 
1834,  1936,  2004,  2007,  2010,  2011,  2225, 
2231,  2251,  2256,  2267,  2268.  2271,  2340. 
2342,  2371,  2374.  2390.  2391,  2409,  2429. 

2442,  2464,  2467,  2486 

resolutions  by 259, 1186, 1258 

remarks -on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufns  Dwi» 
nell 231,  232,  1115 

remarks  in  regard  to  payin*  interest  on  the 
claim  of  Ira  Day 428,  429,  1648,  1649 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
Kossuth 589 

remarks  in  relation  to  visiting  the  steamship 
Baltic 658 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  theexpenees 

.  for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth 721 

remarks  on  the  biH  for  tlie  reHef  of  Nathaniel 
Kuykendall. 726,  727 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Cat- 
laghan * 7S9 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 

the  continuance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol, 

1024, 1028,  1029,  1030,  1031, 1032,  1033 

remarks  on  the -memorial  of  Leslie  Coombs,  on 
the  debts  of  Texas 1045 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Le- 
Roy 1622 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1864 

remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican 
Boundary  Commission 1660,  1920 

remarks  on  thr  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  leeral 
representatives  of  James  C.  Watson.  ..1922, 

1923 

remarks  in  rehction  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries   .1893 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  James  Hamil- 
ton  2033 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
public  printer 2325,  2334,  2338 

remarks onthetrpportionment bill .993, 998,  999 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 

944.  946 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line  between  New 
Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz 930,  933,  936 

remarks  on  the  bill  providingfor  the  security  of 

passengers  bn  board  of  steamboats 1670, 

1702.  1703,  1710, 1740,  2426 

retnat^s  on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  line  to  California.  1683, 1684,  1685,  1764 

remarks  on  the  bill*  in  relation  to  protection  to 
the  Territories. 1791 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1148, 

1192,  1203,  1227,  1228.  1241,  1242, 1246, 

1247,  1268i  1269,  1292,  1293,  1294, 1295. 

1328, 1468,  1482,  1483,  1489. 1490. 1493 

remftrks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
people  of  Georgia;  Alabama,  and  Florida,  for 
depredations  committed  by  the  Creek  Indinns. 

1358;  13d0,  1368,  1391, 1392 

renmricv  on  -the  Post  Office  appropriation  hill, 

2439 
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BnakiTbomaa  J.,  of  Texas— 

on  the  OATa]  appropriation  bill. .  .2453, 

2456 

»  on  thf  deficiency  bil) 1 131, 

1134,  1135, 1148, 1354,  1355,  17j88 

itsmrks  in  relation  to  procuring?  copies  of  the 

S^oish  lawt  and  decreet  adectin;^  private 

kod  claims .1479, 1480, 1481 

jKHiarka  on  the  appropriation  tor  the  Indians  ir>- 

Texas. 1134,  1135,  1788,  1789 

sgfnarks  in  regard  lo  the  Mexican  boundary 

line 1404,1405 

ruBvics  on  the  bill  to  iRcreaae  the  salary  of  the 

district  jud^e  of  New  Hampshire 925 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  fioatine: 

dry-dock  at  San  Francis^ 1500, 1502 

rsmarks  on  the  ciril  and  diplomatic  bill.  J^77, 

2391.  2392,  2424 

remarks  nn  the  appropriation  for  a  salary  and 

<Nj:at  of  a  Comnussionerto  China. 2420,  2422 

Eossell  dt  Jones,  surviving:  partners  of  Brown, 

Russell  «&  Co.,  bUl  for  the  relief  of 1859 

S. 
fiskried  a0!eera  prohibited  from  being  interested 

in  pnl^lic  contracts.     (Set  Contracts.) 
S^anc«  of  Territorial  officers.     (See  Territoriet.) 
SiWies  of  clerkf),  petitions  for  an  increase  of.  1335 
Sibry  of  the  Consul  at  Amsterdam.    (See  C&H' 

Mai.) 
SkIut.  increase  of.     (See  Judgts — CwiptroUer — 

MimiaUr — JiMditor.) 
SiiiDra.      (See  JRckigmii — PFiJcomin — /ot«a—- Jn- 

iuxna.) 
fi^  Dieeo  river,  bill  to  provide  for  building  a 
Irvee  Bcroes  the  mouth  of  the,  to  divert  it  into 

False  Bay 709, 1522,  1525 

Sftod  Kev,  Florida.     (See  (AgluHimu.) 
SudvicA  islands,  prtvposition  of  the  King  of  the, 
10  transfer  the  sovereignty  of  the,  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales. .22.32 

propoaiuoo  to  sc^d  a  Commisaiontr  to  ths.2232 
(See  Ctmmistiontr.) 
San  Fraoctsco,  California.     (See  Dry  Dock**) 

navy-vard  at.     (See  Mapy-  Yard. ) 

Saiifer,  Wm.  P.  J.,  bfli  for  the  relief  of. 760, 1810 

Seppen,  miners,  and  pontoniers,  bill  to  repeal  the 

set  Cor  the  ori^niza^ion  of  a  company  of. 511 

liivaBnak,  joint  resolution  for  surrendering  the  site 

of  the  old  Oglethorpe  Barracks  to  the  city  of, 

1519,  1525 
SsTvwsh  river,  biO  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 

obstnKiions  in  the 203, 217,  440,  1420 

S^bkf,  John,  bill  to  extend  a  patent  heretofore 

(rsmed  to 218, 233,  243 

School  Teservations.     (Sec  Compacts.) 
School  land«,btll  to  allow  exchanges  of,and  grant- 
u^  %&^\VHMn\,  to  the  State  of  Arkansas . .  .39 
bift  allowing  ex^nn^es  of,  and  granting  addi- 
tional, to  the  several  States  which  contain 

public  lands,  and  fer  other  purposes 40, 

527,  1659,  1773, 1784, 1879,  1897 
hfll  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved 
Feb.  SB,  1845,  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an 
set  to  earnr  into  effect  in  the  States  of  Ala- 
bams  and  Mississippi,  the  existing  compacts 
with  these  States  with  regard  to  the  5  per  cent, 
fend  snd  the  i^chool  reservations. .  .772, 1390 
Wl  to  so  the  nze  the  Legislature  of  the  State  sf 
Missisaij-pi  to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  State, 
and  to  ratify  and  approve  the  sales  already 

made...., ..1161,  1186,  1225,  1302 

8«bools,  an  act  appropriating  lands  for  the  sup- 
port of,  in  certain  townships  and  fractional 
townships  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  not 

heibrt  provided  for 1601^  1646 

bin  to  authorize  the  school  authorities  m  the 
Stale  of  FV>rida  to  make  certain  reservAtions 

for  school  purposes ., 1659 

Scou,  "William,  deceased,  leave  to  Withdraw  the 

papers  of. 1591 

Scott,  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield,  joint  resolution  con- 
ferring on,  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  General  by 

brevet .• 30,33,145,461 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  opinions  of,  and  the 
Prcsidency»  by — 

Mr.  Dawson ^ • 1080 

Wr,  Qwin 1079,1080 

Mr.  Mangum 1078,  1159 

caS  for  MDoaQtof  pay  received  by.  ..2193,  2212 
rcmarlis  by — 

If  r.  Adams J^14 

Hr.  Brodbqi? mA^^mSi 

iff.  Butler .2213 


Scott,  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield,eall  for  amoirotof  pay 
received  by — remarks  by 

Mr.  Clemens • .52215 

Mr.  Douglas .2213 

Mr.  Hamlin 2215 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee. 2213,  2214,  2215 

Mr.  Pearce 2213 

Mr.  Soulg 2215 

Mr.  Underwood 2213, 2214,  2215 

Mr.  Weller 2214 

Sebastian,  William  K.,  of  Arkansas.  .1,  90,  103, 
111,  129,  155,  183,  198,  217,  243,244,259, 
2U2,  308,  345,  346,  410,  447,  503,  524,  525, 
541,  845.  860,  92U,  927,9^1,  992,  1046, 1127, 
1136,  1178,  1186,  1187,  1205,  1210,  1240, 
1285,  1373,  1406,  1424,  1525,  1548,  1592, 
1736,  1755,  1756,   1832,  1847,  1848,  1934, 

1972  2049   2110 

resolutions  by 298,  346,  8*45,  967,  985 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  appoint  a  derk  -to 

the  Indian  Commiuee. 309 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignabil- 
ity of  land  warrants. \299,  300 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 

Catlin  's  paintings 1548 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  the  public  lands 
.    certain  reserved  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas  1588, 1589,  2231 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steamboats 1741 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  Uie  as- 
signees of  the  contractors  for  the  removal  of 

the  Choctaw  Indians 1452* 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  balanoes 

to  the  Creek  Indians.  .1461, 1464,  1465, 1466 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  fortheCherokees 

west, of  the  Mississippi .2183 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

east  of  the  Mississippi 2152,  2153 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  supply  a  defi- 
ciency to  the  Choctaw  Indians.  •••....  .2151 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1132, 

1354,  1355,  1460 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  tbe  Seneca  In- 
dians of  New  York \ 1132 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .2151 

remarks  on   the  appropriation   for  additional 

compensation  to  the  Miami  Indians ...  .1978, 

1979.  1981,  1982 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  th9  Shawnee 

Indians 2040, 2076,  2085,  2086,  2101 

Secession,  the  right  of,  discussed.     (See  Compro- 
mise JUeasnres.) 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  instructions  to  the..  .34, 

1736 
report  of  the  expenditures  of  the  contingent 

•    fund 258 

(See  Clerk.) 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the. 694 

Seeds,  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  produc- 
tion of  seeds  required  for  distribution  at  tbe 

Patent  OtHce 878 

Seminole  warriors,  appropriation  to  pay  to  the 
heirs  of  the,  who  were  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice, &c.. ..» H.* .2151,  2433 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Sebastian «2151 

proposed  appropriation  to  pay • . . . .  .2185 

Semmes,  Lieut.  Raphael,  compensation  for  ser- 
vices in  continuing  the  survey  on  the  Gulf  of 

Mexico 2452 

Semoice,  a  friendly  Creek  Indian,  bill  for  the  re- 

Uef  of  the  heirs  of. 984,  1)86,  2205 

Senate,  hour  of  meeting 4,  1210,  2100 

organization  of  the. •..••....  .4*,  34 

appropriation  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 

the 11,42 

Secretary  of  the,  to  purchase  copies  of  the  pen- 
sion and  bounty  land  laws 2055 

Seneca  Indians,  of  New  York»  appropriation  to 

pay  moneys  withheld  from  them 1131 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Atchison. 1131,  1133 

Mr.  Berrien 1133 

Mr.  Bradbury 113a 

Mr.  Cooper U32 

Mr.  Dawson 1133 

Mr.  Miller 1132 

Mr.  Pearce 1132,1133' 

Mr.  Seward 1132 

Mr.  Sebastian 1132 

Set^emenis,  bill  for  the  improvement  and  tbe  es- 
tablishment of  a  line  of»  aAons  the  nmte  to 
Califiuaia  ^M  Qft^n 1859 


Settlers,  aaual,  on  the  line  of  the  Central  Rail- 
road.    (See  Pre-emplion.) 

Sevier,  George  W.,  the  case  of 679 

Sewall,  Robert,  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 

representatives  of  the  late 595, 

1179,1425,1683,1736 
Sewall,  Jonathan  N.,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of, 

902 

Seward,  William  H.,  of  New  York 1,  21,  30, 

31.  32.  33.  34.  40,  41, 49,  60,  62,  T»,  91, 104, 
111,  112,  124,  128,  129,  130,  202,  244,  272, 
282,  307,  308,  330,  468,  489,  502,  503,  511, 
524,  525,  541,  543,  569.  586,  590,  595,  596, 
601,  602,  605,  617,  637,  638,  651,  656,  657, 
665,  666,  678,  68(»,  693,  694,  695,  703,  708, 
717,  718,  721,  722,  745,  81«,  825,  844,  901, 
902,  920.  927,  952,  984.  1029.  1031,  1032, 
1044,  1046,  1065,  1076,  1081,  1114,  1115, 
1175,  1176.  1185,  1199,  1208,  1210,  1240, 
1938,  1294,  1301,  1335,  1364,  1389,  1390, 
1398,  1406,  1419,  1425,  1474,  1476,  1477, 
1487,  1489.  1493.  1519,  1524,  1547,  1548, 
1555,  1556,  1566,  1574,  1579,  1686,  1590, 
1599,  1806,  1811,  1812,  1844,  1859,  1890, 
1972,  1973,  1976,  2002,  2030,  2055,  2063, 
2100,  2193,  2195,  2216,  2225,  2232,  2251, 

2330,  2338,  2444,  2468,  2470 

resolutions  by 34. 203,  273,  310,  543, 

694,  814,  847,  903.  1336,  1362, 1519,  1533, 

1566, 1579, 1591,  2100.  2232 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  contested  seat  fVom 
Florida 4 

remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth 41,  66,  72,  88 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W., 
Simonton ..559, 560,  561 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  letter  of 
Kossuth 7 58^ 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 
LeggetJt 603,  604 

remarks  in  regard  to  visiting  the  steamship  Bal- 
tic  ., 657 

remarks  relative  to  a  line  of  mail  steamers  to 
Hamburg 826 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 
Edith 847, 848 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery 881 

remarks  on  the  proposition  making  appropria- 
tion to  pay  for  compiling  the  Opinions  of  the 
Attorneys  General 1476 

remarks  on  the  bUl  granting  land  to  Michigan 
for  a  railroad 1521 

remarks  on  ths  resolution  proposing  the  pur- 
chase of  Callings  paintings.  .1548, 1601, 1845 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1635 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1785 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  exploration  of  the 
seas  in  the  ref^ion  of  the  whale  fisheries.  1973 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries   1892,  1894 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill. . .  .971,  973 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill. . .  .761,  763,  764 

remarks  concerning  tbe  expedition  to  Japan.. 945 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  renrwdies  to 
patentees 1555,  1567, 1573 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  building  a  war 
steamer  for  harbor  defense 1575 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 
line 1199, 1203, 1268,  1391,  1478 

remaurks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 

Seople  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama,  for 
epredations  committed  by  the  Creek  Indians, 

135<),  1361 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  regulste  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen... 2443,  2444,  2446 

renaarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1132, 1354 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  the  Seneca  In- 
dians of  New  York 1132 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  outfits  to  Min- 
isters.   2339,  2340 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge 2296 

Seymour,  Calvin  B.,  and  WilUufd  Boynton,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 1115,  2206 

Shade,  Jacob,  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 964.  2231 

Shawnee  Indians,  memorial  from  a  delegation  of 

the 2143 

appropriation  to  pay  the  moneys  due  them,  dtc, 

2038 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Atchison.  ..2039,  2076.  2078,  2082, 2088 
Mr.  BeU..2079»  2082,  2084»  2085, 2086y  9102 


INDEX  TO 


Sbftwnees,  appropriations  to,  &c. — remarks  by 

Mr.  Borland 2085,  2102 

Mr.  Bright 2101 

Mr.  Brooke 2103 

Mr.  Cass. 2076.  2077,  2078,  2079,  2083,  2085 

Mr.  Hunter 2038 

Mr.  Sebastian.  .2040,  2076,  2085,  2086,  2101 

Mr.  Underwood 2078, 

2079,  2084,  2085,  2086,  2101,  2103 

Mr.  Walker .• 2083, 

2084,  2085,  2086,  2102,*2103 

Sheldon,  John  C,  leave  granted  to  withdraw  pa- 

Jjers 128 
ds,  James,  of  Illinois 1, 

34,  41,  42,  49,  80,  81, 90,  103,  104.  130,  144, 
155,  157,  183,  184,  186.  199,  203,  209,  226, 
243,  244.  245,  258,  259,  282,  297,  298,  307, 
308,  315,  388,  389,  397,  407,  409,  418,  424, 
440,  459.  460,  461,  468,  469,  471,  488,  489, 
493,  502,  510,  511,  555,  576,  595,  618,  619, 
665,  678,  693,  702,  722,  745,  746,  749,  760, 
771,  772,  901,  920,  941,  942,947.965,966, 
867,  984,  1031,  1044,  1046,  1076,  1115,  1127, 
1128,  1209,  1210,  1226,  1322,  1335.  1336, 
1352,  1354,  1460,  1487,  1488,  1524,  1527, 
1532,  1574,  1591,  1592,  1600,  1602,  1628, 
1646,  1662,  1666,  1686,  1736,  1768,  1770, 
1787,  1807,  1808,  1810.  1813,  1832,  1833, 
1859,  1860,  1889,  1922,  1903,  1972,  2007, 
2011,  2049,  2145,  2193,  2204,  2205,  2231, 
2239,  2240,  2251,  2266,  2267,  2268,  2269, 
2310,  2371,  2373,  2374,  2376,  2436,  2437, 

2469  2470  2489 

resolutions  by 34,  81,  22*6,  243*,  389, 

618,  772,  967,  1047,  1116,  1240,  1972,  1973 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  election  of  officers  of 
the  Senate • .62 

remarks  in  relation  to  tne  reception  and  enter- 
tainment of  Kossuth  .34,  41,  54,  66,  106,  199 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Erastus  A. 
Capron 367 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  exiled  Irish  patriots, 

409 

remarks  in  regard  to  steamboat  explosions.  .469 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants 667 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 
for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth. ..... .718, 

719,  722 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol. 749, 

1030, 1031,  1032 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  St.  John's 
•  Church,  in  the  city  of  Washington 786 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Cal- 
laghan 788,  789 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner 
Edith 848,  849 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  settle  claims  growing  out 
of  military  operations  in  California. . .  .1206, 

1207,  1209, 1335,  1787 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  survey  for  a 
basin  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal .  1353 

remarks  on   the  appropriation  for  the  Long 
Bridge 1450»,  1451* 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  appointing  a 
trustee  for  the  estate  of  Joseph  Ball,  deceased, 

1591 

remarks  on  ihe  bill  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  public  lands  in  Catifumia 1772,  1773 

remarKB  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1784,  1786,  1860 

remarks  on  the  bill  exchanging  certain  lands 
with  the  city  of  Memphis 2194 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  arrears 
due  to  A.  J.  Downing,  deceased 2374 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill 998 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 
dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island.  .1526 

remarks  on  the  fugitive  slave  law. .  .1951,  1952 

remarks  on  xhe  Iowa  land  bill 769 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan  .943 

remarks  on  intervention 1053 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  security  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steamboats nOQ 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  protection  to 
the  Territories 1789,  1790,  1791 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  railroads  to  con- 
nect the  Mississippi  with  the  Pacific  ocean, 

2467 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2429, 

2430,  2431,  2432,  2433 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 
line 1266 


Shields,  James,  of  Illinois —  *- 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  Fort  Delaware ^  .2435 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2454 
remarks  in  relation  to  Piersson's  steam  con- 
denser  2449,  2450 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1135,  1408 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

Texas 1135 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 

district  judge  of  New  Hampshire 908 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ..2298, 

2378,  2379,  2392,  2393,  2423,  2424 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  publication 

of  the  works  of  the  Exploring  Expedition, 

2255 
remarks  on  the  proposition  in  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  water  into  Washington. .  .2290, 

2291 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  or  the  Potomac  Bridge. . .  .2^4, 

2295,  2296,  2297 
Ship  canal.    (See  Canal.) 
Shoenberger,  George  K.,  and  others,  bill  for  the 

relief  of... 1755 

Simonton,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .397, 

493,  556,  952 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Adams .957 

Mr.  Badger 953 

Mr.  Bayard. 556,  558,  559, 561,952,  957, 959 
Mr.  Mallory .494. 558,559, 561,953, 957, 959 

Mr.  Seward 559.  560,  561 

Simmons,  Seneca  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 920,  929 
Simonds,  Priscilla  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1115, 

2204,  ^12 
Simons,  Maurice  K.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .984,  1115 
Sisters  of  Visitation  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  bill  to  incorporate  the. 590, 

602,  878,  1602s  1605 

Skinner,  Leonard,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 984, 

1115,  2204 
Slavery  question.     (See  Compromise  J€easures.) 
expfanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  Cass  in  regard  to 

the  Nicholson  Letter 784 

Slocum,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  per- 
sonal representatives  of.  ...Ill,  125,  227,  243 

Smith,  Andrew,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 694, 

708,  1809 

Smith,  Buckingham,  late  Secretary  of  Legation 

to  Mexico,  proposed  compensation  to..  .2379 

Smith,  Philo,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1834,  2049 

Smith,  Truman,  of  Connecticut..  1,  49,  50,  61, 
128,  132,  155,  243,  245.  262,  345,  346,  447, 
450,  491,  492,  543,  568,  602,  618,  619,-651, 
693,  745,  844,  866,  952,  966,992,  1065,  1115, 
1362,  1389,  1487,   1601,   1936,  2002,  221? 

2393,  2434 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  the  census 

returns 155,  156,  207,  245,  259,  471 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 

Leggett 604 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjournment, 

1860 
remarks  in  relation  to  a  political  circular  bear- 
ing his  signature .2293 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

public  printer 2324, 

2326,  2327.  2328.  2331,  2334,  2337,  2338 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 333 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  the  public  prmting  at  a  reduction  of  fifty 

per  cent 2394,  2396,  2398,  2399 

Smitnsonian  Institution,  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  approved  August  10, 1846,  to  establish  the, 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 

amon^men 1488 

appropriation  for  the  grounds  of  the 2291 

the  Board  of  Regents  of  the.  ...197,  2309,  2370 

report  from  the 2266 

Snodgrass,  Captain  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

217.  226,  244 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  joint  resolution  to  con- 
fer additional  powers  on  the 1934,  1949 

Somerville,  Dr.  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of. 1660 

SouM,  Pierre,  of  Louisiana 1,  225, 

^58,  430,  389,  397,  409,  410,  424.  425.  426, 
*  431,  438,  469,  488,  577,  618,  638,  693,  703, 
717,  722,  729,  760,  771,  782,  814,  825,  844, 
878,  920,  929,  937,  941,  1372,  1398,  1460, 
1488,  1532,  1541,  1599,  1627,  1755,  1756, 
1784,  2002,  2049,  2075,  2140,  2195,  2216, 

2225,2268,2401,2457 


Soul^,  Pierre,  of  Louisiana — 

resolutions  bv 920, 1555,  2463,  248] 

remarks  on  tne  proposition  to  print  the  letter  o\ 

Kossuth 58S 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Car- 
melite Nunnery 883,  8&I 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  to 
deepen  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi  river, 

14&S 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  adjoDrrxment, 

1787,  1860 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation   to  the 

amount  of  moneys  received  by  Generals  Scott 

and  Pierce 2212 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 766 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  a  mail  line    between 

New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz 927, 

930,  931,  933 
remarks  on  the  Post  Ofiice  appropriation  bill, 

2438 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  o1 

the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi 1437 

remarks  in  relation  to  procuring  copies  of  the 
Spanish  laws  and  decrees  afiTectmg  private  land 

claims  in  California 1481 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill 2402 

South  Carolina,  bill  to  indemnify  the  State  of,  for 
money  expended  for  the  United  States  in  the 
war  in  Florida  with  the  Seminole  Indians  .33, 

40,  203,  1646 
Sowards,  Rosanna,  bill  for  relief  of..  .1186,  1444 

Spalding,  Samuel,  the  case  of. 679 

Spanish  subjects,  resolution  and  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  outrages  upon.  1301, 1599,  175S,  1769 
Spanish  Consul  and  subjects  at  New  Orleans, 
propositio|^  to  indemnify,  for  certain  outrages 

on  their  property 2340,  2371 

Spaulding,  Harlow,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 2231 

Speiden,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .577,  772 
Spirit  nation  in  the  Navy,  concerning  the  abolition 

of  the. .298,  346 

Spoliations,  bill  for  the  ascertainment  and  satis- 
faction of  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to 

July  31 .  1831 91,  104, 

272, 399,  440,  682, 772,  775,  849,  929.  992. 

1048, 1068, 1081,  1116 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland 1048,  1082,  1083,  1084 

Mr.  Bradbury 1048.  1082,  1083 

Spruance,  Presley,  of  Delaware 1, 

243,  447,  568,  927 
Stafi'ord,  Abigail,  bill  for  reUef  of.l832,  2205,  2206 
Stanly,  Eldward,  his  denial  of  a  certain  circular, 

2292 
Stansbury,  Captain,  resolutions  concerning  the 

report  of. .469,  503,  1107,  2371 

State  Uepartment,  communications  from  the.  103, 
524,  693,  1159,  1586,  1645, 1659,  1833,  2294 

^calls  upon  the 502,  1208.  1555 

State-Rights,  speeches  in  which  the,  are  discussed. 

(See  Compromise  Measures.) 
States,  the  non-payment  of  interest  on  stocki. 

(See  Dffalcation.) 
Statistics,  Indian,  appropriation  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  publication  of  the .1136 

fortifications 830 

expenditures 630 

expenditures  of  the  United  States  from  1789  to 

1851 1701 

navy-yards • .  .830 

land. 1066 

pension 880 

postal 1147,  1163.  1460 

steam  mail  service 1163,  1166,  1262 

Statutes  of  the  United  States,  9tb  volume,  for  the 

committee  rooms 34.  50,  410, 772 

Stealer,  Geo.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .1768,  2205,  2212 
Steamooats,  bill  to  amend  the  laws  on  the  subject 

of  the  inspection  of. .........  * 33 

Steamers.     (See  Cargoes.) 

Steam  vessels.     (See  Math.) 

Steam  condenser.     (See  Piersson.) 

Steam  boilers.    (See  Explosions,) 

Steamship  Baltic,  proposition  to  adjourn  over  for 

the  purpose  of  visiting  the. 657 

Stevens,  Rooert  L.     (See  War  Steamer.) 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Claudia,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  1949 
St.  Genevieve  Iron  Mountain  Pilot  Knob  Plank 
Road  Company,  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way 

to  the 1046 

St.  Lawrence,  coBcerning  the  navigation  of  the. 
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Stock.    (See  LomstUU  mU  Portland  Catuil,) 
St.  IflksVChufch,  in  theeitr  of  Washinfrton,  bill 

br  tke  relief  of. 440,  729,  786,  814 

9Ll%ier*fl  river,  in  Minnesota  Territory,  jnint 
fBMdation  changing  the  name  of  the. .  .1390, 

1398,  1541,  1601,  2271 
iUMi  iiafSoB  at.     (See  Boundary.) 
8L  Uefp»  Imliaiur,  resolation  and  report  concern- 
ing  814,  967 

Stocktion,  Francis  B.,  bill  for  relief  of.  .772,  1810 

Stockton,  Bxibert  P.,  of  New  Jersey 1»  (ore- 

deotiaK)  111,  144,  203,  244,  259,  282,  298, 


I 


Ml 

? 


I 


,  418,  459,  468,  568,  595,  677,  682.  694, 

7U3;    745,   746,   760,  774,  826,  1046,  1164, 

1199*   1363,   1532,   1554,  1566,  1574,  1628, 

1^9,  1973,  2030,  2140,  2169,  2225,  2486 

rcnnrka  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Thrasher, 

ID  Co  ha 40 

reiBarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth 51 

r«»Arkaia  regard  to  flogging  in  the  Navy. Ill, 

218,223 
-ks  on  the  New  Jersey  resolutions  on  the 

sabfeet  of  non-intervention .438 

■Mrks  OD  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  the  compromise 

resohitionA r 543 

mnrks  oo  the  proposition  to  construct  a  war 

iieamer  for  harbor  defense 1325 

on  the  proposition  for  adjourn  men  f, 

1864,  1865 

on  the  compromise  measures.  118,  541 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 

patentees. 1573 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  secunty  of  passen- 
gers on  board  of  steamboats 2426,  2427 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a*war- 

sceamer  for  harbok*  defense. .1542, 

1574,  1575,  1578 
Rsurks on  the  Army  appropriation  bilL.  .2432 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  construc- 

tioa  cf(  Fort  Delaware 2435 

remarks  in  relation  to  Piersnon's  steam  con- 
denser.  .....2446,2449,2450 

Kuiaiks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  floating 

dry-dock  at  San  Francisco.  .1502, 1503, 1504 

RBukson  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

Califomia 2178 

Striker's  Annual  Roister,  proposed  subw*ripiinn 

10. 903,921 

Solwisteiice  in  the  Nary,  appropriation  for  exper- 
imeats  upon  the  character  of  alimentary  sub- 
stances used  as 2446 

Saflxvaa,  John  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 308, 

425,  461 
Salphmic  ctKer,  the  anaesthetic  properties  of.' -(See 
^Mvtsa.) 

SnoineT,  Charles,  otMusachusetts 1, 

(credentials,)  9,  46,  202,  217,  438,  447,  460, 
576,  637,  677,  694,  695,  745,  781,  813,  825, 
844,  660,  901,  908,  920,  927,  1065,  1076, 
1098,  1115,  1140,  1185,  ]186,  1199,  1224, 
1239,  1240,  1258,  1321,  1372,  1389,  1398, 
1419,  1420,  1459,  1519,  1533,  1547,  1784, 
1832,  2193,  2203,  2212,  2309,  2371 

issohrtiona  by 298,  6^4,  702, 

7ft,  9$0, 1005,  1301, 15#3,  1566, 1859, 1934 
^^emarinjelative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth 50 

ffmarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  the  So- 
ciecy  of  PHends  in  relation  to  the  fugitive 

slave  law 1474 

fonarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^al 

tepresentatives  of  James  C.  Watson. . .  .1923 

>   nmarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rantoul . . .  .2140 

rtauuks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  arrear- 

sges  due  A.  J.  Downing,  deceased 2375 

rOMrks  in  relation  to  tbe  compromise  meas- 

nrss 641 

remarks  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law.  .1950 

femaiks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 761,  763 

Soperintendent,  late,  of  the  custom-house  at  New 

Orleans,  proposition  to  pay .2419 

Aipcrintendent  of  the  Census,  the  pay  of  the,  dc. 

(See  Cemnu.) 
Sspointendent  of  Indian  aflairs  in  California,  bill 

to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 308, 

447,  461,  666 
8«vtying,  bill  to  regulate.    (See  FubUe  Lands,) 
Svveving  and  sale  of  ^islands  belonging  to  the 

United  States,  bill  to  regulate  the. 2370 

appropriation  for  the  purpose 2407 

8«vty  of  the  coast  on  the  Chilf  of  Mexico,  ap- 
propriation to  sapply  deficiency  for  the ..2452 


Survey  of  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  appropri- 
ation for  continuing  the  hydc^raphical  and 

topographical. .2434 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Downs 2234,  2437 

•  Mr.  Soule 2437 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands.    (See  Oregon,) 

Surveyors  general  in  the  several  districts,  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the,  as  soon  as  the  surveys  therein 
can  be  completed,  for  abolishing  land  offices 
under  certain  circumstances,  and  for  other 
purposes'*. 1660,  1681,  2438 

Surveys  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  propo- 
sition authorizing  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Oensrai  Land  Office  to  cause,  &c 2377 

Surveys  of  subdivisional  lines.    (See  Alabama,) 

Surveys  of  the  public  land  in  California.  (See 
Calif omia — Mcep . ) 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment,  by  the  surveyor 
general  of  California,  for  the  surveys  which 
may  be  executed  of  any  claims  which  have 
been  or  may  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners  for  adjudication  under  the  act 
of  Congress,  approved  3d  March,  1851,  to  as- 
certain and  settle  the  private  land  claims  in 
California. ..  .666,  746,  966,  1599,  1848,  1882 
remarks  by — 

Mr,  Bayard 1852,  1853,  1867 

Mr.  Dawson 1851,  1852 

Mr.  Pelch 1849,  1850,  1853,  1866,  1867 

Mr.  Qeyer 1849,  1850 

Mr.  Gwin 1849, 1850, 1851,  1866,  1867 

Mr.  Pratt 1849, 

1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1866 

Mr.  Weller 1848,  1849, 

1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1866,  1867,  1868 

Swamp-lands.     (See  Loumanar--Missisivpfpi.) 

Swan,  Major  Caleb,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of 2055 

Switzerland,  resolution  in  regard  to  diplomatic 
intercourse  with 469 

Sykes,  John  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .760,  1809 
'  Sylphide,  hermaphrodite  brig.     (See  RtgisUr:) 

Sympathy  of  Congress.     (See  hiih  Patriots — Kot- 

Synoptical  Index  for  the  Statutes  at  Large,  appro- 
priation for * 2341 

T. 
Talcott,  George,  Brigadier  General  by  brevet  and 
Colonel  of  Ordnance,  the  proceedings  of  the 

court-martial  upon .62 

resolution  concerning 389 

bill  for  the  relief  of , 1199 

Taxes.    (See  Land  Taxes,) 
Taylor, David,  appropriation  to  pay  the  claim  of, 

2185 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  of.  ...586 

Taylor,  Thomas  Marston,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

746,  1809 
Taylor,  Lavinia,  widow  of  Isaac  Taylor,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 1921 

Taylor  Maria,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . . « 746, 

1809,  2202,  2206 

Tehuan tepee.    (See  Isthmus  of.) 

Telegraphs,  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  for,  and 

to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  line  of,  from 

the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean. . .  .4,  124 

memorial  of  Henry  O'Reilly  for  a  telegraph  to 

the  Pacific 984 

bill  for  the  protection  of  the  emigrant  route, 
and  a  telegraphic  line,  and  for  an  overland 
mail  between  the  Missouri  river  and  tbe  set- 
tlements in  California 1161, 

1683,  1756,  1847, 1890 
to  California,  remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1763 

Mr.  Borland 1685, 

1686,  1758,  1759,  1762,  1764 

Mr.  Pradbury 1685,  1759,  1763 

Mr.  Butler ; 1759.  1762 

Mr.  Chase '. .  .1685,  1756,  1757 

Mr.  Dawson 1761, 1762 

Mr.  Douglas 1683.  1684, 

1685,  1756,  1757,  1758,  1760,  1761,  1763 

Mr.  Hale 1767,  1764 

Mr.  Mason 1757,  1758, 1760 

Mr.  Rusk 1683,  1684,  1685,  1764 

Temple,  Lieut.  William  G.,  call  for  the  Memoir 

of,  and  remarks  in  relation  thereto 1346, 

1562, 1834 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bell 1336, 1834,  1835 

.      Mr.  Borland 1834,1835 


Temple,  Lieut.  William  G.,  call  for  the  Memoir 
of,  remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Cass 1336,  1337 

Mr.  Clemens 1337 

Mr.  Douglas .' « . .  .1834 

Mr.  Hale ^ 1363 

Mr.  Mangum 1336, 1337 

Mr.  Pratt 1363 

Mr.  Walker 1834 

Tennessee,  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of .  ..651, 

813 
Territorial  governments  in  Oregon  and  Minne- 
sota, bill  to  amend  certain  acts  for  the  estab- 
lishment of 1005 

Territories,  Committee  on 32 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 657,  702 

bills  reported  from  the 525, 

586,  702, 1240,  1541,  1682,  2489 

Territories,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 

the,  of  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  and  the  States 

of  Texas  and  California 1601, 

1666, 1769,  1789, 1808, 1834,  1890 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Gwin 1790 

Mr.  Rusk 1791 

Mr.  Shields 1789,  1790, 1791 

bill  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  of  Congress 
making  appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
endin?  June  30,  1852,  &c.,  approved  March 
3,  1851,  relating  to  the  payment  of  salaries 
of  officers  of  the 410, 

418,  618,  826,  845,  1542 
remarks  by — 

,  Mr.  Badger 827 

Mr.  Chase 827,  828 

Mr.  Clemens. . .  * 826 

Mr.  Geyer 826 

Mr.  Walker 827 

Mr.  Weller 827 

an  act  to  authorize  the  Legislative  Assemblies  of 
the  several,  to  control  the  appropriations  to 
be  made  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  the 

gorernments  of  the  said 1542,  2489 

Texas,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  of 

the  creditors  of,  as  are  comprehended  in  the 

act  of  Congress  of  September  9,  1850. .  .2231 

bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  proposing 

to  the  State  of,  the  establishment  of  her  north- 

ern  and  western  boundary,  &c 199,  702 

(See  Indian  Tribes.) 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of •  .825 

an  act  to  run  and  establish  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  State  of,  and  the  Territories  of  the 

United  States 1542,  1682 

protection  of.     (See  Territories.) 
proposed  authority  to   the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  stock  to,  under  the  act  of 
September  9,  1850,  pl^jsosing  a  boundary  to, 

2380 
remarks  by —  " 

Mr.  Bayard 2381,  2382 

Mr.  Briffht 2380 

Mr.  Butler 2381 

Mr.  Gwin 2380 

Mr.  Houston 2380,  2381 

Mr.  Hunter 2381 

Mr.  Mason 2380 

Mr.  Pearce 2380 

Mr.  Pratt 2382 

Texas  Navy,  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the 2268 

Texas  Indians.     (See  Indians.) 

Thanks,  vote  of.     (See  President  qfthe  SeruUe.) 

Thomas,  Lewis  A.,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 503 

Thompson,  Mary  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. "t 298, 

369.  389,  425,  451 
Thompson,  Ambrose  W.,  memorial  in  favor  of  a 

steam  mail  contract  with. 966 

Thompson,  William,  and  other  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  senior,  deceased,  bill  confirming 

their  title  to  a  tract  of  land 1128,  1141 

Thornton,  Presley,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 543 

Thrasher,  John  S.,  petition  in  relation  to  the  im- 
prisonment of,  in  Cuba,  and  remarks  there- 
on   40 

communication  from  the  President  in  relation 

to 110 

Thurston,  Elizabeth  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  1737 

Thurston,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1389 

Timber  o'h  the  public  lands,  bill  to  amend  the  act 
of  1831,  in  relation  to  cutting.. 61 
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Ti|>pett,  Edward  D.,  petition  concerning  his  in- 
vention df  steem  engine * 1487' 

Title  to  certain  lands  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 

Ohio,  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 2370 

Toby,  J.  B.,  &  Co.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of .1210 

Tonnage  duty,  bill  to  repeal  an  act  concerning,  on 
Sp>tni8h   vessels,  passed   the  30th  of  June, 

1834 91,  104,  2002 

on  Spanish  vedsela 273 

Toucey,  Isanc,  of  Connecticut,  (the  credentials  of, 
1362,)  1490,  1491,  1844,  1923,  1634,  2002, 

2011,2143,2269.2425 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  North  American  fish- 
eries   .1893,  J894 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  ship 

canni  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary's. . .  .1935 

remarks  on   the    proposition   to   build  a   war 

steamer  for  harbor  defense 1577 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2459 

remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring*  the  Wheel- 
in;;  Bridges  lawful  structures 2441,  2442 

remarks  on   the  appropriation   for  outfits  for 

Ministers 2340 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per 

cent 1 2397 

Towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the 
county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  of  Belle- 
ville, Dubuque,  and  Peru,  in  the  county  of 

Dubuque,  Wisconsin 826 

(See  BelleviftOt  T&wa.) 
Tra^e,  with  Mexico.     (See  Dravbnck.) 

of  the  British  colonies,  proposition  to  print  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  report  from  the  Treasury 

Department  on  the 2465 

Train ,  Enoch ,  and  others,  petition  of,  for  grants  to 

mail  steamships 966 

Transfer  draOs,  call  for  the  number  issued.  .2144 
Transfers  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to  an- 
other, the  provision  of  law  authorizing  the 
President  to  make,  repealed. ....  .2429,  2444 

Tresurer,  Assistant,  of  the  United  States,  in  New 
York,  proposition  to  increase  the  salary  of 

the 2407 

Treasury  Department,  calls  upon  the.. 218, 

273,  346,  398,  966,  967,  1065,  1116,  1208, 

1336,  1352.  1549,  1555,  1579,   1879,   1972, 

2100,  2139,  2140,  2144.  2232,  2457 

communications  from  the , .  .29,  202,  328, 

388,  397.  424,  468,  575,  590,  637,  941,  1140. 

1185,   1224,   1474,   1566.  1586.  1659,  2030, 

2143,  2231,  2251,  2266,  2370,  2390,  2489 

Treaty  with  Mexico.     (See  Jiexienn  Indemnity.) 

Tribou,  Francis,  bill  for  relief  of.  .651,  902,  1683 

Tripp,  Albra,  act  for  relief  of  .243,  245.  503,  1175 

Tucker,  John,  bill  for  relief  of. .  .991,  2204,  2212 

Twiggs,  Prisciila  D.,  proposition  for  the  payment 

to,  the  amount  due  to  her  9on  George  D. 

Twiggs 2432 

U. 

Underwood,  Joseph  R.,  of  Kentucky 1, 12, 

21,  30.  32.  33,  40,  49,  50,  61,  62,  81.  90,  91, 
104,  106,  111.  112,  124,  125.  128,  130,  144. 
l.')5,  183,  186,  198,  244,  245,  259,  272,  297, 
298,  308.  328.  330,  345,  346,  362,  364,  388, 
40U,  418,  424,  425,  426,  440,  450,  460,  468, 
487,  489,  492,  503.  504,  524,  569,  .575,  576, 
590,  596,  619,  630,  657,  659,  693,  695,  704, 
722,  729,  745,  761,  773,  866,  878,  883,  901, 
902,  903,  928,  952,  966,  967,  976,  985,  1015. 
1044,  1048,  1065,  10G8,  1098,  1106,  ill5, 
1122,  1140,  1141,  1178,  1180,  1185,  1186, 
1205,  1224,  1225,  1226,  1240,  1259,  1270, 
1285,  1286,  1287,  1292,  1302,  1321,  1372, 
1376,  1423,  1424,  1425,  1444.  1445,  1453». 
1463.  1464,  1487.  1488,  1519,  1522,  1523, 
1527,  1533,  1542,  1547,  1551,  1554,  1566, 
1588,  1617,  2103,  2143,  2144,  2145,  2193, 
2194,  2^,  2225,  2232,  2312,  2331,  2374, 
2376,  2430,  2434,  2438,  2470,  2487,  2488. 

2489 

resolutions  by 50,  61,  81,  145,  1362, 2331 

remarks  relative  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Kossuth 25,  26,  34,  52 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 

L.  Worth 112 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  a  re-investiga- 
tion by  the  Judiciary  of  settled  claims,  &c., 

145 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  geologi- 
cal report  of  Dr.  Owen .liS5 

remarks  inregard  to  the  intercourse  withrFrance, 

18S 


Unflerwood,  Joseph  R,,  of  Kentucky — 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  Margaret  Het- 
zel ; 229 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants .299, 

300,  301,  i302,  311,  313,  314,  669 

remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Saiiy  T. 
Floyd .419 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kr- 
vin 490 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H. 
Leggeit 603 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F. 
Callan .....;  .681 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Virginia 
State  and  conunental  lines  in  the  revolution- 
ary Army 879 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Jo- 
seph Lewis  Breese .928 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 

'ance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 1029, 

1031,  1032,  1033 

personal  explanation  by 

remarks  on  the  memorial  of  Leslie  Combs,  on 
the  Texas  debu 1045 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  ^aims 1337 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  alter  the  mode  of  com- 
pensating members  of  Cpngress .1374 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Long  Bridge.  1450* 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  du- 
plicate land  warrants  in  certain  cases. . .  .1523 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  further  remedies 
to  patentees .1551 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  the  mass  of  the 
public  lands  certain  reserved  laud^  in  Arkan- 
sas  1589 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Woodward 1600 

remarks  on  propositions  to  amend  the  rules, 

1605,  1607, 4608,  2170 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  and 
Richard  H.  Bean 1618,  1620,  1621 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
B.  Lomax 1622 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay.  .1632,  1637 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  money  received  by  Generals  Scott 
and  Pierce J&13,  2214,  2215 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
public  printer .2325,  2328,  2336 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  indemnify  the 
Spanish  Consul  at  New  Orleans.  .2340,  2341 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill.  .1000,  1014 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  meas- 
ures  , rll9 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  the  census  re- 
turns   205 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  improvement 
of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island, 

1525, 1526 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill  .351, 762, 765, 767 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  establishmeni  of  a 
mail  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera 
Cruz 933 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  remedies  to 
patentees .1555 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  tlie  security 
of  passengers  on  steamboats '.  .331,  504 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  build  a  war  steam- 
er for  harbor  de&nse 1543, 1578 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  connect  by  rail- 
road the  Mississippi  river  with  the  Pacific 
ocean p 2467 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2455 

remarks  on  the  provision  to  regulate  the  appoint- 
ment of  midshipmen.. .......... .2443,2444 

remarks  on  propositions  in  the  deficiency  bill, 

1103.  1454* 

remarks  in  relation  to  procuring  copies  of  the 
Spanish  laws  and  decrees  aifectmg  private 
land  claims  in  New  Mexico 1480 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  boundary 
line. 1404, 1405 

remarks  in  relation  to  paying  the  workmen  on 
the  Capitol 1453*,  1454» 

remarks  on  the  bilj  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
district  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp- 
shire  924 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  tiie  Indians  in ' 
California 2173,  2174 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  the  Shawnee 

IndJADS 2078, 

2079,  2084,  208^,  2081,  2101,  2103 


Underwood,  Joseph  R.,  of  Kentucky — 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.,  .2291* 

2298,2377,2401 

remarks  on  th^  proposition  to.  settle  the  aceoitnt* 

for  the  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty 

per  cent 2400, 2401 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  introduction 

of  water  into  Washington.  •  •  •  ^. 2269 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  support  the 

Mexican  Boundary  Coram ission 2407 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  removal  of 

the  remains  of  the  Potomac  Bridge  . . .  «.2295 

Upham,  William,  of  Vermont. 1,  33, 

49,  111.  308,  346.  389,  426.  488,  586,  595, 
606,  678,  772,  1065, 1115,  1225,  1519,  1686, 

1810,  1922,  2203,  2423 

resolution  by 967 

remark?  in  regard  to  paying  interest  on    the 

claim  of  Ira  Day 430,  1649 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  the  entertainment  of  Kossuth •  •  .719 

V. 
Vallejo,  Mariano  G.,  leave  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
pers of. .* 1199 

Van  Brunt,  Rulif,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1S41 

Vanderbilt  steamers,  proposition  in  regard  to  the, 

896 

Vanderlyii,  J.,  joint  resolution  authorizing   tfa9 

President  to  ^nt  to  the  use  of,  a  site  on  the 

public  lands  m  the  city  of  Washington  for  tt 

gallery  of  arts : 2100 

Vasques,  Antoine,   Hypolite  Vasquez,  Joseph* 
Vasquez,  and  John  Collighan,  bill  autlior- 
izing,  to  enter  certain  lands  in  Missouri  .503, 

1177,  1186^ 
Veazie,  Joseph,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  .226 
Ventilator,  conical.     (See  Eny,) 
Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of.  •  .389 
Vincent,  Federick,  administrator  of  Le  Caze  and 

Malleu,  bill  for  the  refief  of. 966, 

1446,  1808,  2202 
Vii^inia,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. . . .  1532 

(See  CowU.) 
Virginia  military  land  warrantfs  bill  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  lands  to  satisfy  the  claims 

of  those  holding 826, 

878, 1186,  2389,  2438,  2464 
(See  Lond  Scrip.) 

bill  further  to  extend  the  time  for  locating;.  1519 
Virginia  Woolen  Company,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the 243,  245,  259,  364,  389 

Volunteer  companies  of  Washington.  (SttJirnis.) 
Volunteers,  Louisiana,  decision  in   the  case  of 

the , 679 

Votes  for  President.     (See  Electoral  Votes.) 

Wade,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio 1,  (cre- 
dentials,) 2.  81,  103, 124,202,  217,  226,  227, 
244,  272,  297,  298,  308,  328,  330,  388.  389, 
397,  418,  460,  486,  402,  503,  510,  524,  541, 
568,  569,  576,  586,  595,  601.  617,  618,  637, 
656,  657,  665,  693,  702,  717,  745,  gl3,  825, 
966.  984.  1065.  1115,  1128.  1199, 1207,  1321. 
1351,  1362,  1393,  1419,  1459,  1474,  1487, 
1519,  1524,  1532,  1566.  1627,  1646,  1K59, 
1674, 1755, 1859,  1879, 1921. 1936, 1937,2140 

resolutions  by 1352,  1645 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^ 

representatives  of  James  C.  Watson ....  1923 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Collins 

line 1302,  1303.  1304 

Walker,  Isaac  P.,  of  Wisconsin...  ...1,  4,  29,  40, 

50.  60.  61,  81,  104,  111,  130,  144,  155,  158, 
183,  184.  186,  225,  226.  244,  245,  297,  3 15, 
331,  346,  364,  368,  389,  399,  400,  440,  460, 
493,  502,  543,  568,  601,  602,  629,  651,  665, 
666,  693,  702.  761,  774,  781,  813,  814,  878, 
901, 927, 937, 952, 966, 985, 1005, 1044, 1065, 
1098,  1115,  1128,  1140,  1167,  1174,  1186, 
1208,  1209,  1224,  1286,  1354,  1372,  1389, 
1399,  1419,  1446,  1493,  1532,  1554,  1556, 
1573,  1574,  1591,  1628,  1645,  1659,  1784, 
1807,  1808,  1810,  1844,  2049,  2140,  2144, 
2193,  2194,  2195.  2202,  2203,  2204,  2212, 

2226,  2231,  2293.  2327.  2468,  2469,  2470 

resoIuUons  by Ill,  226,  346, 1460,  1469 

remarks  on  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 

wait  on  Kossuth .104 

remarks  on  his  resolution  on  intervention ..  129 
remarks    in    regard    to  the   intercourse  with 

France , •.  .184 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants .300^ 

aOl,  303,  310,  312. 3ia,  668 
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^aSker,  Isaac  P.,  of  Wisconsin — 
nirita  on  the  resokition  to  pay  Mr.  Rives  for 

reporting,  &c 347 

itmuka  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

offers r. 827 

r»iarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
aoce  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol . .  1025,  1036 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Wiscon- 
sin, forlhe  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad 

from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Janesrille 1226 

reoMErks  on  the,  bill  authorizing  a  survey  for  a 
basiii  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal, 

1352,  1353 
remarks  on  tlve  bill  granting  land  to  Wisconsin 

for  a  railroad 1399 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  free  transmis- 
sion of  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix  2030 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Census 

Bosrd 2062,  9063 

remarks  concerning  a  certain  paper  alleged  to 
have  been  signed  by  certain  Senators . .  ;2293 
remarks  concemipg  Temple's  Memoirs. .  .1834 
'  s  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

of  the  Mississippi 2182,  2184 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cherokees 

cast  of  the  Mississippi • 2153 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  supply  a  de- 

fidency  to  the  Cnoctaw  Indians 2147 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2453, 

2456 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  navy-yard 

at  San  Francisco^ .2452 

on  the  deficiency  biU 1467 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

Cahfomia 2176, 2179 

marks  on  the  appropriation  for  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Miami  Indians. .  .1779,  1980 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  the  Shawnee 
Indians.. .2063, 2084,  2085,  2086,  2102,  2103 
teoarks  on  the  proposed  appropriation  for  an 
isTestigation  of  certain  claims  for  provisions 
•fleseato  have  been  famished  to  the  Indians 

in  California 2103,  2104,  2105,  2107 

rtmrks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  biH . .  .2252, 

2419,  2420 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  settle  the  accounts 

for  the  public  printing  at  a  reduction  of  fifty 

percent 2400 

WhW,  Cadwalader,  bill  fo^relief  of.l205,  2144 

Wari, Harriet,  bUl  for  the  relief  of. 1524 

War  Department,  calls  upon  the 41 , 

n,  155,  328,  346,  389,  447,  618,  709,  746, 

1«,S14,903.  991,  1116.  1141.  1208,  1224, 

1240, 1301, 1460,  1588, 1736, 1960,  2030 

communkaUona  from  the HI, 

»5,  25ft,  «fi,  397,  407,  468,  502,  556,^60, 

781,  845,  901,  M,  1004,  1114,  1127,  1159, 

U74,  im,  1389,  1510,  1519,  1547,  ^586, 

^  1899,  1755,  2308,  2390 

Wsre6oiises,  Government,  concerning 398 

Wutbonmng  of  imported  merchandise,  bill  to 
modify  the  several  acts  regulating  the .  619, 630 
bffl  CO  extend  the,  by  the  establishment  of  pri- 
vate bonded  warehouses,  and  for  other  pur- 

poses ....2239 

War-steamer  for  harbor  defense,  joint  resolution 

for  the  building  of  a 760, 

1199,  1259, 1321,  1322,  1542, 1574 
remaricBby*> 

Mr.  Atchison. 1543 

Mr.  Bayard 1574 

Mr.  Davis 1578 

Mr.  Dawson 1541 

Mr.  Hale 1543 

Mr.  HamUn ; 1543 

Mr.  Huntor 1574,  1575 

Mr.  Mallory 1576 

Mr.  Seward 1575 

Mr.  Stockton 1525, 1542,  1575, 1578 

'    Mr.  Toncey 1577 

Mr.  Underwood 1543,  2578 

War-steamer  contracted  for  with  Robert  L.  Ste- 
vens, proposition  for  the  completion  of.  .2446 
Warrington,  M.  K.,  and  C.  W.  J.  Shubb,  exec- 
utors of  Captain  Lewis  Warrington,  bill  for 

the  rdief  of. 50,  61,  91,  389,  490,  493 

Washington,  the  brig.     (See  Pensions,) 

Washington's  birthckyobserved 618 

Waahington,  Samuel  T.»  the  application  of,  for 

reUef *. 902 

Washington  Gaslight  Company,  bill  to  amend 
an  act  to  incorporate  the,  approved  July  8, 
1848 .296,  308,440,1686,1736,90^ 

32d  Congress — Isr  Se^ion. 


Washington  Crossing  the- Delaware,  the  painting 

of ..878,1004,1005 

Washington  City.    (See  St.  John's  Chweh—Col- 

UcHon  Districts— Charfer—Waier.) 
Washington  City  Water  Company,  bill  to  incor- 
porate the 2193 

Washington  Cemetery,  bill  to  incorporate  the  pro- 
prietors of  the 1 141,  1161 

Washington  and  Baltimore  Turnpike  Road,  pro- 
vision in  regard  to 2407 

Water  for  the  city  of  Washington,  appropriation 

for  a  survey  ibr  a  supply  of 2288 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Borland 2289,  2290 

Mr.  Bradbury 2238,  2291 

Mr.  Bright 2291 

Mr.  Clarke 2288,  2289,  2291 

Mr.  Hale 2288 

Mr.  Hunter 2288,  2289,  2290,  2291 

Mr.  Mangum 2289 

Mr.  Pratt 2290,  2291 

Mr.  Shields * 2290,  2291 

Mr.  Underwood 2289 

Watson,  Joseph,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

(he  legal  representatives  of 155,  230,  243 

Watson,  James  C,  of  Georgia,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of. 1047, 

1115,  1651, 1922, 1936 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Dawson. 1652 

Weed,  Elijah  J.,  late  Gluartermaster  of  Marines, 
deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities 

of 397,  725,  746 

Weekes,  David  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 525, 

1177,  1186 
Weightman,  R.  H.,  Delegate  from  New  Mexico, 

appropriation  for  mi^ge  for. 2408 

Weller,  John  B.,  of  California 771,  781,  813, 

844, 952, 967, 985, 991, 992, 1015, 1031, 1048, 
1270,  1271,  1329,  1389,  1404,  1425,  1444, 
1479,  1489,  1579,  1590,  1591,  1592,  1602, 
1659,  1844,  1847,  1848,  1919,  1922,  1978, 
1982,  2002,  2004,  2011,  2030,  2076,  2100, 
2101,  2172,  2205,  2206,  2216,  2232,  2310, 
2329,  2331,  2340,  2371,  2373,  2377,  2390, 
2391,  2393,  2394,  2395,  2428,  2436,  2468 

resolutions  by 814,  952,  967,  985, 

1301,  1586,  1589,  1628,  1660,   1847,   1934, 
1972,  2030,  2055, 2100,  2144,  2463 
remarks  in  relation  to  salaries  of  tentorial  of- 
ficers  827 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  mili- 
tary posts  m  California 1588 

remarks  concerning  a  lease  of  the  islands  in  the 

Pacific 1590 

remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican 

Boundary  Commission 1919, 

1920;  1921,  2309 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 

of  private  land  claims  in  California 2037 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  monsyre- 

ceived  by  Generals  Pierce  and  Scott. . .  .2214 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

pubUc  printer 2335,  2336,  2337,  2338 

remarks  on  the  apportionment  bill. . .  .996,  997, 

1000, 1009, 1011, 1012, 1013, 1014 

remarks  concerning  the  expedition  to  Japan, 

947,  948,  1007 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  security 

of  passengers  on  board  of  steamboats.  .1670, 

1671,  2428 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  pavment 

of  the  surveys  or  the  claims  in  California, 

1848>   1849,  1850, 1851, 1852,  1853, 1866, 

1867,  1868 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2458,  2461 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2430, 

2432,  2433 
remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  the  Wheel- 
ing bridges  lawful  structures 2441 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 1499 

remarks  in  relation  to  procuring  copies  of  the 

Spanish  laws  and  decrees  affecting  private 

land  claims  in  New  Mexico.  1479, 1480, 1481 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  dry-dock 

at  San  Francisco 1500, 1501,  1502, 1503 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .2146, 

2171 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Indians  in 

California. 2172, 2173, 2174,  2175,  2176,  2177 

remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  investigation 

into  certain  claims  for  provisions  alleged  to 

have  been  furnished  the  Indians  in  California, 

2103,  2104,  2105,  2106,  2107,  2109,  2110 


Weller,  John  B.,  of  California — 
remarks  on  the  ci^il  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2377, 

^2,  2393,  2419,  2424 
remarks  on  the  provision  for  a  commercial  agent 

at  Paraguay ^ 2376 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  and 

outfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  China 2422 

remarks  on  the  appropriation    for  Winder's 

Building 2373 

remarks  on  the  appropriation   to  support  the 

Mexican  Boundary  Commission 2405, 

2406  2407 
Welsh,  George  P.,  and  Clark  H.  Wells,  bill  for 

the  rdieTof. 2231 

West  Feliciani  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the 845,  1624,  1773 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cooper 1774 

Mr.  Dawson 1773,  1774, 1775 

Mr.  Hale .1774 

Western  waters,  security  of  persons  traveling  on 

the.    (See  Lives.) 
Weston,  Nathaisjr.,  late  additional  paymaster 
in  the  Unitedifetates  Army,  bill  for  the  relief 

•  of. .^ 984, 1813,  1834 

Weymouth,  Ichabo^pill  for  the  relief  of.  .657, 

902.  1683 
Whaling  grounds,    survey    of.     (See  Behring*s 

Straits.) 
Whaling  vessels.     (See  I^loraiion.) 
Wheeling  bridges,  memorial  in  regard  to. 602,  826 
bill  declaring  the,  lawful  structures,  and   for 

other  purposes 2256, 2310 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bddger 2310, 2439, 2440,  2441 

Mr.  Bradbury .2439,  2442 

Mr.  Brodhead 2439,  2440,  2442 

Mr.  Brooke 2440 

Mr.  Mason 2440 

Mr.  Toucey 2441,  2442 

Mr.  Weller 2441 

Whipple,  Captain  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of. .... .' 1628 

Whitcomb,  James,  of  Indiana 1>  11, 

40,  49,  61, 104, 158,  198,  202,  231,  330,  362, 

389,  398,  419,  1210 
White,  Anthony  W.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of 991,  2204 

White,  John  Moore,  bill  for  the  relief  of...  ..878, 

1811,  221^ 
Whitney,  Asa.    (See  Railroads.)  • 

Widows  of  deceased  soldiers,    (See  P*Ti«on,^.) 
Wigg,  William  Hazard,  bill  for  relief  of. .  ..2268 
Willmms,  Ezra,  bill  for  relief  of . . .  .331,  426, 451 

Williams,  John,  bill  for  relief  of 1362, 1651 

Williams,  William  G.,  bill  for  relief  of. 760, 1810 
Williams,  Staples  and  Williams,  an  act  for  the 

relief  of. 298.  410.  728 

Willson,  Jefferson,  the  administrator  of  Hannah 

A.  Wmy,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of. . .  .1599 

Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad,  bill  for  the 

relief  of. 2271,  2371 

Winder's  Budding,  appropriation  for 2372 

remarks  by — 

Mr,  Badger 2373 

Mr.  Clarke 2372,  2373 

Mr.  MiHer 2374 

Mr.  Pearce 2372,  2374 

Mr.  Weller 2373 

Wingate,  Jeremiah,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of .-. .  .984, 1161,  2205 

Winslow,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities 

of. 666,  1445 

Wisconsin,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 

State  Of 568,  656,  781,  844,  967 

bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands  granted 

to  the  State  of,  for  saline  purposes 40, 

50, 104,  331,  346,  1064 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  select  the  resi- 
due of  the  lands  to  which  that  State  is  enti- 
tled, under  the  act  of  the  8th  of  August,  1846, 
to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and 

Wisconsin  rivers 586,  774,  782 

bill  to  grant  to  the' State  of,  the  military  reser- 
vations at  Forts  Winnebago  and  Howard  .844 
bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of,  to  select  and 
locate  other  lands  in  4ieu  of  such  as  had  been 
sold  in  the  tract  granted  to  aid  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  ^ox  and  Wisconsin  rivers 4 

bills  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  grants 
of  lemd  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads 


m — 


from  Milwaukie  to  Prairie  la  Crosse,  on  the 
Mississippi  river..  .4,  33, 61,  1398,  1628 


INDEX  TO 


Wisconsin,  bills  granting  the  right  of  way  and 
making  grants  of  land  to  aid  in  the  consiriic- 
tion  01  railroads  in — 

from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Janesynie 4, 

34,  666,  12U9, 1226, 1240 

from  Green  Bay  to  Lake  Superior 40 

from  Manitoowoc  to  the  Mississippi  river, 

781,  814 
from  the  town  of  Sheboygan,  on.  Lake 
Michigan,  to  the  Mississippi  river.  ..920 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  military  reser- 
vation at  Fort  Winnebago,  in  that  State,  to 
aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
die  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. .  .50,  61,  844 
(See  Courts — Towns,) 
Witnesses,  officers  of  the  United  States  appearing 

as,  to  receive  no  pay. 1453 

Woodbridge,  William,  and  Henry  Chipman,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 410,  728,  746 

Woodcock,  Bancroft,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .666, 

1445,1808,2203 

Woodward,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1599 

Workmen  on  the  Capitol,  petiinns  of,  and  action 

in  regard  to ^^468,  469,  487,  1225 

joint  resolution  for  the  r^Bf  of  the 942, 

TD68,  1081,  1519,  1586 
i^endment  to  the  deficiency  bill  to  pay  the, 

&c 1453» 

proposition  to  pay  the 2391,  2408 

i)Voposed  appropriation  for  the. . .  .1453*,  1454* 

Wormsley,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2225 

Worth,  General,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet L.  Worth,  widow  of 33,  41, 

112,  125,  2371,  2489 
Worthen,  Judith,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of  the 

heirs  of. 91, 198,  209 

Wright,  Nancy ,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .397, 725, 746 

Wright,  James,  jr.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 651 

Wyandott  lands,  bill  to  amend  an  act  providing 
for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  States  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  ceded  by  the  Wyandott 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1843 ...942,  991,  1686 

Y. 

Yeas  and  nays  on  bills  and  propositions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

adjournments 72,  366,  659,1136,  1269, 

1424,  1766, 1787,  1807,  1863,  1866,2382 

'  apportionment  bill 1014,  1015 

Aiken,  Julia,  bill  for  the  relief  of 366 

arms,  on  the  resolution  tosupply  the  Washing- 
ton City  Juveriile  Guards 1769 

Army  bill,  on  propositions  in  the 2431, 

2434.  2435,  2436,  2437 

Arnold,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 229 

the  Baltic. ...;..... 659 


Yeas  ahd  nays  on  bills  and  propositions,  as  fol- 
lows: 
Bean,  Mark,  and  Richard  H.,  bill  for  relief 

of 1621 

Blaney,  Mary  E.  Q.,  bill  for  relief  of. 2212 

Breese,  Joseph  Lewis,  to  change  the  name  of, 

929 
camels  for  domestic  use,  proposition  for  the 

purchase  of 2431 

canals,  grants  of  land  for 2232 

Capitol,  continuance  of  the  work  on  the.  .1030, 

1033 

Carmelite  Nunnery 885 

Catlin's  collection  of  paintings 1846 

census  printing.. 488 

civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  on  propositions  in  the, 

2251,  2256,  2371,  2401,  2424 

clerks  to  committees 273 

Collins  line,  additional  appropriation   to  the, 
1293,  1329,  1393,  1469,  1489,  1493,  1494 
Commissioner  to  Chins,  outfit,  dsc,  for. .  .2423 
compendium  of  the  public  documents,  the  pub- 
lication of. 1612 

contested  election  from  Florida 2390 

Drtrby ,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 209 

Day,  Ira,  bill  for  the  relief  of 431,  1651 

decision  of  the  President  of  the  Senate. . .  .2394 
deficiency  bill,  propositions  connected  with  the, 

1146,  1364 

dry-dock  in  California. .1504 

dry-dock  at  San  Francisco,  provision  in  relation 

to 2452 

Dwinell,  Rufus,  H^II  for  the  relief  of. . .  * .  ..233 

Exploring  Expedition 2256 

extra  pay  to  the  employees  at  the  Capitol  .2470 
Fort  Delaware,  appropriation  for..  .2435,  2436 
frauds  on  the  revenue,  committee  to  investi- 
gate   2487 

fugitive  slave  law,  petitions  for  the  repeal  of. 901, 

902,  1475,  1953 

fugitives,  appropriation  to  restore ;  .2371 

grants  of  land  for  railroads 1068, 1511, 2438 

harbor  bill,  on  propositions  connected  with  the, 

2256  2329 

homestead  bill 2194*,  2267 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  on  propositions  in 

the 2110,  2150,  2171 

Indians,  appropriations  for  the 1467, 

2103,2110,2150 
insane,  indigent,  bill  granting  land  for  the  bene* 

fit  of. 2468 

Iowa  land  bill 763,  772 

Japan  expedition 947,  1007 

judiciary,  appropriation  for  expenf:es  of..  .1494 

"Kossuth .89.  90.  106, 586,  590,  722 

land  warrants,  assignability  of 313,  315 

laws  and. debates,  free  transmission  of. . .  .2032 


Yeas  and  nays  on  bills  and  propositions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

light-house  bill 2463 

Lomax,  Elizabeth  V.,  bill  for  relief  of....  1623 
Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  on  proposi- 
tions in  relation  to  the 2310 

midshipmen,  the  appointment  of.' 3444 

Minister  in  France 186 

Morton,  William  T.  G.,  on  the  proposition  to 
purchase  the  patent  of,  as  the  discoverer  of 

the  anaesthetic  properties  of  ether .2434 

Nautical  Almanac .1499 

naval  appropriation  bill,  on  prspositions  in  the, 

2444,  2452,  2454,  2455 

naval  officers,  the  pay  of ., .  .1404 

naval  service,  discipJme  in  the  .  < 448 

non-intervention 543 

officers  of  the  Senate,  election  of.. 63 

order,  questions  of 1192 

passengers,  protection  of  the  lives  of. ... .  .2428 

Patent  Office,  appropriiition  for  the  erection  of 

the 2424 

pay  received  by  Generalii  Scott  and  Pierce,  res- 
olution calling  for  a  report  of  the  amount  of, 

2215,  S2I6 

Pierce.     (See  Pay.) 

postage,  on  the  bill  to  modify  the  rates  of.  .2269 

JPost  Office  appropriation  bill 2442 

printing,  public,  on  propositions  in  relation  to 

the 2270,  2325, 

2326,  2327,  2329,  2336,  2337,  2338,  2401 

private  bills,  postponement  of 1493,  2101 

proposition  to  pay  per  diem  and  mileage  to, 

2464,  2488 
railroads  to  the  Pacific,  propositions  for. .  .2467 

rank  of  medical  corps  in  the  Navy 2454 

rules,  proposition  to  suspend  the 1556, 

1610,  2002 
salaries  of  judges 925 

Scott.     (See  Pay.) 

Shawnee  claims,  appropriation  for... ....  .2103 

spoliation  bill 400, 1048,  1082,  1083,  1116 

survey  of  the  DeltA  of  the  Mississippi 2437 

Wheeling  Bridges,  on  the  bill  and  other  propo- 
sitions declanng  the,  lawful  structures.  .2310, 

2442 

Winder's  Building,  appropriation  to  purchase 

the 2374 

workmen  on  the  Capitol 1081 

Worth,  Mrs.  Margaret  L 1J2 

Young,  Jacob,  bill  for  relief  of. . .  .503,  1176,  1186 
Yulee,  David  L.,  a  contestant  of  the  seat  of  Mr. 

Mallory,  of  Florida 1,  2390 

(See  ContesUd  EUetion.) 

Z. 
Zollickofifer,  Tell,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 
of 346 


HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


A, 

Abercrombie,  James,  of  Alabama 1,5,  12, 

107.  523,  536.  561,  671,  692,  700,  777,  1524, 
1592, 1595, 1616, 1626. 1653, 1658, 1662, 1734, 
1735, 1766,  1806,  1814.  1836,  1838 
remarks  on  the-4)ill  granting  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Gerard  railroad 1656 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to 

plank  and  railroad  companies 1837 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wat- 
son  612 

Abernathy,  George,  of  Oregon,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 379,  710 

Absentees,  lists  of. 2014,  2069,  2117 

Accounts,  Committee  on .47 

in/structions  to  the 432 

Accounts  of  Maryland  with  the  United  States, 

concernincr 123 

Accounts  of  officers  who  received  moneys  in  Mex- 
ico.    (See  JdilUary  Contributions.) 

Acken,  Julia,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 462 

Adams,  Mrs.,  mark  0/  respect  to  the  memory 

of 1377 

Addison,  D.  S.  R.,  passed  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  bill  foe  the  relief  of..  431. 

964, 1298 

Adjournments  over,  propositions  for 29,  80, 

127,  144,  149,  154.  170,  182.  197,  224,  2.39, 

296,  371,  501,  616,   737.  964.  1113,  1220, 

^9, 1329»  1474, 1515, 1529, 1565,  1626 


Adjournment — 
resolution  for  the  adjournment, sine  die..,  .1051, 

1459,  1513.  1888,  1926,  2042 

Advances  of  moneys  by  the  States.     (See  J^ew 

Hampshire — ^orth    Carolina — Massachusetts — 

Alabama — Michigan — Sovth  Carolina — Virgin' 

ia — Berks  County,  Penntylvama — Mississippi.) 

Advertisements,  public.     (See  Publication.) 

Agents,  special.     (See  Post  Qffiee  Department.) 

Agricultural  Bureau,  bill  to  establish  an,  ana  to 

promote  the  interests  of  agriculture 80 

bill  to  establish  an,  in  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior  102,  225 

Agriculture,  Committee  on 47 

Agriculture,  bill  to  encourage.     (See  Homesteads.) 
bill  to  encourage,  and  for  other  purposes.  .1378 

remarks  in  relation  to  a  bureau  of 1616 

Aiken,  William,  of  South  Carolina 1 ,  5.  60, 

120,  123,  281,  438,  446,  523,  708,  983,  2228 

resolutions  by. 80,  123,  253 

personal  explanation  by,  in  relation  to  an  inci- 
dent alleged,  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Durkee,  to 

have  occurred  in  Charleston 2156,  2228 

Alabama.     (See  Courts.)  ^ 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. ....... .  .420, 

536,701,938 
the  claints  of,  for  advances,  and  appropriation 

therefor 960, 2122,  2128 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  further  time  in  which 
to  select  Bclvpol  lands 1517 


Alacami 

proposition  to  refbnd  to,  the  moneys  advanced 
and  supplies  furnished  to  volunteer8.2128,2492 
remarks  by-»- 

•      Mr.  Bayly 2129 

Mr.  Cobb 2128 

Mr.  Hibbard 2128,2129 

Mr.  Millson 2128 

bills  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  grants 
of  lands  to,  for  railroads — 
to  the  Selma  and  Gunter's  Landing  Rail- 
road, in 12,  108, 673,  704,  1629,  1652 

from  Girard  to  Mobile  Bay.  107, 1656,  1662 
from  Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river. . .  .108, 

224,  1235,  1239,  1457* 
from  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  to  intersect 
the  Charleston,  Chattanooga,  and  Nash- 
ville railroads,  in 939,  948,  1652 

for  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  rsilroad, 

12,  108 

from  the  waters  of  the  Pensacola  bay,  in 

Florida,  to  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of 

Alabama. 29,  59 

for  the  Memphis  and  Tennesse^railroad  .224 
for  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 

the  States  of  Florida  and 1512 

1551,   1556,  1558,  1791.  1793.  1795, 
1813,  1814.  ia36,  1937 

Alcott,  Sidney  S.,  bill  for  the  relid*  of 289, 

•  420, 1518 
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ABacntary  substances  used  in  the  Navy,  pro- 
posed analysis  of  the  character  of. 2494 

XSeo,  Wade,  deceased,  joint  resolution  for  the 

relief  of  the  iesal  representatives  of 2325 

IQcfl,  Willis,  of  Illinois 468, 

601,  1174,  1532,  1599,  168U  1934,  2075 

AQffl,  ChAr^e«l,  of  Massachusetts 1,  5,  10, 

121,  201,  338,  407,  435,  438,  523,  636,  781 

resolution  by 121 

reiitarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  and  in 

regard  to  Mr,  Webster 371,  375,  383 

ABisof*,  John,  of  Pennsylvania 1,5, 10,  60, 

108,  183,  236,  258,  304.  391,  446,  4^3,  568, 
575,  636.  701,  717,  738.  769,770,  791,800. 
960.  978,  980,  1001,  1023,  1127,  1137,  1140, 
1233,  HHS,  1280, 1362. 1487, 1529. 1532, 1581, 
159-^.  1595, 1599, 1616, 1631 ,  1657, 1663, 1696, 
1733, 1877. 1884.  1898, 1899. 2138. 2256. 2282, 
'  2286,  2307^2314,  23«7.  2410,  2472 

resolution  by 303 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage... 572,  573,  2410 

remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  soldiers  of  the  last 

war  with  Grnt   Britain  to  surrender  their 

bounty  land  warrants,  &c, 2273 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1139,  1280 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2138 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable   « 486 

Alphabetical  list  of  private  claims.     (See  Private 

Otdrnt.) 
Alton.    (See  Port  qfDeliviry.) 

American  Archives,  appropriation  for.. 2139 

Amsterdam.     (See  Consul.) 

Andenon,  William  £.,  appropriation  to  pay  .1696 

Aodrev«*s  report  on  the  internal  trade, proposition 

10  tnint 3495 

Afldrews,  Chartea,  of  Maine 1, 

5, 144,!337,  442,  446,  451,  601,  609,  633,  941 

kis  death  anaoQ  need 1239 

Appeal  from  the  Patent  Office,  bill  providing  for, 

2413 

Applttoo,  William,  of  Massachusetts 1 , 

5,  80,  127,  318.  502,  708,  1271,  1595 

icmtrks  on  the  harbor  bill 1992 

Appletn,  John,  of  Maine, 1,  5,  140, 183,  397, 

629,  650,  685,  692.  715,  760,  779,  850,  859, 
llli,  1127, 1174, 1595, 1599, 1631, 1991,  2096 

tetomiions  by 1593 

Ttasrks.on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 179 

murks  on  the  harbor  bill 1969,  1989 

Apportionment  under  the  Seventh  Census,  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  takin? 
the  seventh  and  subsequent  censuses  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  to  fix  the  number  of  mem- 
bem  of  the  Uouse  of  Representatives,  and  pro- 
ridVn»  tor  iViw  future  apportionment  among 
the  several  Btata,  approved  23(1  May,  1850, 

1777,  1792.  1888.  1933 

Appraiwry,  proposition  for  the  appointment  of  ad- 

diutmai, 2093 

ApjartfinAtiofi  bill.  (Sea  lUinms  Rvon-^Indian  De- 
partment— Penaiona — Mitilary  Jleademy-'Civil 
md  Diplomatic  BiU—Ttrntariei--HaThor  Bill— 
miranf — Manf — Pentiont — Transfers  of—Forti' 
JieatCms.) 
Arctic  expedition,  extra  compensation  to  the  ofli-* 

cers  and  seaman  engaged  in  the 2281 

Arkansas,  bills  granu'ng  lands  to  the  State  of, 

for  the  construction  of  railroads,  viz: 

from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  via  Little  Rock, 

to  Fulton,  on  the  Red  river,  and  from 

some  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in 

Tennessee,  via    Little    Rock,  to    Fort 

Smith 29 

for  the  construction  of  railroads  in  Louisiana, 

Mississippi,  and. • 225 

for  the  coostnicuoo  of  railroads  in  that  State, 

1235, 1274 

bin  to  release  firom  reservation,  and  to  restore  to 

the  man  of  the  public  lands,  certain  lands  in 

the  State  of. 1154,  1168,  1681 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Johnson'pf  Arkansas 1154, 1168 

(See  Donations.) 
Arkansas  river,  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 

navigation  of  the. 437 

Arms.    (See  AHs  Mexico.) 
Anns,  proposition  that  the  distribution  of,  to  the 
Slates  shall  be  upon  the  basis  of  free  white 

inhabitants 2211 

Armstrong,  Robert,  an  act  for  the  relief  of ..  1458 

ArmsfromTi  General  Robert,  elected  public  print- 

fr..7 .2389 


Army,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 

the,   for  the  year  ending  30ih  June,  1^5;^, 

700,  2198,2207,  2216,  2471,  2477,  2480, 

2481,  2491,  2492 
remarks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Bissell. 2208,  2209 

Mr.  Evans '. 2208 

Mr.  Faulkner 2201 

Mr.  Houston 2207,  2208,  2210 

M  r.  M  eade ; 2 198 

,   Mr.  Phelps 2199 

Mr.  Polk. '. 2210 

Mr.  Skelton 2200 

Mr.  Weightman 2207 

Mr.  Wilcox .2209 

Army  Officers.     (See  ^ccounln. ) 

Armory.     (See  JSTational  Foundery.) 

Army  on  the  route  to  Oregon,  inquiry  and  remarks 

in  regard  to  an .510 

pay  of  the,  in  Oregon  and  California,  proviHi«>n 

in  relation  to 2212 

Army,  remarks  in  regard  to  posting  the,  on  the 

route  to  Oregon ^07,  512 

remaks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Brooks 514,  515.  517 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 5l»9,  517 

Mr.  Cartter 515 

Mr.  Dunham 5i7.  518 

Mr.  Disney 5l9,  .')20 

Mr.  Evans 518,  520,  521.  523 

Mr.  Gorman 512,  513,  514,  520 

Mr.  Haven ^ 513 

Mr.  Hebard 508 

Mr.  Howard 509,  510,523 

Mr.  Lane 507,  512,  514,  518,  521 .  523 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky 515,  517 

Amow,  Joseph,  and  Peter  A  mow,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 544, 964,  1299 

Aroc,  the  brig,  concerning •  .154 

Arts,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
promote  the  progress  of  the  useful,  and  to 
repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore 
made  for  that  purpose,  approved  July  4,  1836; 
and  also  an  act  to  proviae  additional  exam- 
iners in  the  Patent  Office,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  May  27,  1848 1556, 

1565  2412 
Ashe,  William  of  North  Carolina. 1,  5,  182.  397,  j 
417,  441,  442,  446,  468.  486,  523.  628,  660, 
690,  708,  745.  771,  781,  783,  859.  898,  llb9, 
1210, 1300, 1389, 1472, 1473, 1486, 1487, 1544, 
1596, 1613, 1616, 1625, 1630, 1631. 1655, 1947, 

1959,  1998,  1999,  2168, 2280 

resolutions  by c]169 

remarks  on  the  contested  election  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  1613,  1614, 1615 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1970.  1998 

Assay  Offices.  (See  Mint.) 
Averett,  Thomas  H.,  of  Virginia.  .1,  5,  238,  296, 
328,  483,  484,  486,  572,  585,  601,  608,  609, 
610,  660,  686,  723,  771,  963,^64,  979,  980, 
981,  982,  1004,  1017,  1021,  1198,  1271,  1278, 
1311, 1317, 1486, 1506. 1511, 1518, 1529. 1544. 
1552, 1567, 1653, 1658, 1666, 1700, 1751, 1766, 
1777, 1805. 1806. 1814, 1854, 1883. 1900,3096, 
2097, 2100, 2190, 2229, 2231, 2282, 2323, 2324, 

2354,2386,2389,2413. 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department. .. .1752 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore 

White 2347 

renuMrks  on  the  homestead  bill 1018,  1019, 

1312,  1320 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  various 

public  buildings  at  Washington 857 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  assign- 
'      able 495 

B. 

Babcock,  Leander,  of  New  York.  .1,  5,  307, 407, 
585,  640  671,  685,  686,  692,  717,  771,  941, 

1311,  1456 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1996 

Baden,  Francis  E.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  .1235 

Bailey,  David  J., of  Georgia 1, 

5, 121, 160,  186,  783,  978 

resolutions  by 10 

Baldwin,  Ira,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .423,  962,  964 

Baldwin,  Elnoch,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 462 

Baldwin,  Anna  Maria,  withdrawal  of  the  papers 

of 1672 

Banta,  Jhcob,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of..  .686 

Bartlett,  Thqpiaa,  Jr.,  of  Vermont 1 , 

5,  664,  693,  800,  877 


Bartlett,  Thomas,  jr.— 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  .Tames 

Watson  for  certain  slaves 1035>  1041 

Bamett,  Thomas,  joint  resolution  for  the  reiiei  of, 

2385 

Barrere,  Nelson,  of  Ohio 1,  5,  58,  258,  266, 

304,  328,  354,  391,  499,  500,  507,  510,  523, 
594,  640, 686,  708,  781, 926,  1004, 1050, 1059, 
1209, 1257, 1630, 1631, 1667, 1766, 1887,  lb99, 

2388,  2472 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  reception  of 

Kossuth ; 188 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. . .  .324 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  499,  500 

Basin,  canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.) 

Bawry,  Mary,  biW  for  the  relief  of 1523 

Bayarfd,  Anthony  Walter,  bill  for  the  r«'lref  of, 

436  964   1299 

Bayly,  Thomas  H.,  of  Virginia 1,'  5,  10,  12, 

14,  21,  31,  96,  141,  152,  153,  155,  158,  159, 
160,  168,  169,  170,  176,  197,  2i)0,  210,  212, 
224,  233,  241,  242,  272,  285,  286,  328,  837, 
343,  373,386,390,  414,415,  417,420,  421, 
433,  435,  4b6,.508,  531,547,  649,671,  777, 
780,  814,  914,978,979,981, 1050, 1051,1062, 
1096, 1112, 1 1 14, 1192, 1193,  1233, 1235, 1238, 
1247, 1248, 1251, 1252. 1253, 1271, 1275, 1330, 
1458*,  1439,  1472,  1473,  1629,  1630,  1751, 
1823, 1844, 1886, 1887,  lt^88, 1985, 1987,2044, 
2069,2071,2073,2075,2093,2094,2.^6,2191, 
2206, 22i  »7, 2229, 223 1 ,  2236, 2257, 2258, 2263 , 
2281,2324,2352,2353,2385,2413,2415,2416, 
2417,  2472,  2477,  2481,  2482.  2492 

resolutions  by 96,  201 

^remarks  on  the  j'»int  resolution  providing  f**r  the 

assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants.  151, 152 

remarks  on  reception  of  Kossuth.  162,  177,  180 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  |lie  laws  of 

IS'ew  Mexico ...241 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  of  estimates 

from  the  Interior  Department .278 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  and  in 

resard  to  Benjamin  E  Green.  .215,  321,  338, 

341,  342,  344,  359,  360,  372,  380,  411,  412 

remarks  on  tlie  bill  in  regard  to  the  liberated 

Cuban  prisoners 415 

remarks  in  regard  to  stationing  troops  on  the 

route  to  Oregon ..509,  517 

remarks  on  the  Florida  railroad  bill 1002 

remarks  on   the  re)>ort  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing .1087 

remarks  on  theJi)ill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 

Navy .913, 914, 91& 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  Patent 
Officej'eport,  and  concerning  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. .  .1253, 

1254,  1256,  1257 
remarks  on  the  annunciation  of  the  death  of  M  r. 

Clay , 1 640 

remarks  on  the  amendment  in  relauon  to  the 

floating  dry-dock  at  San  Francisco 1676 

remarks  on  tlie  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1716,  1718,  1720,  1724 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1963,  1998 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill  .894 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  Collin  M. 

Ine'ersoU  a  balance  as  Charge. 2095 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refund  to  AIa> 
bama  the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteer4.2I29 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2319,  2323 

remarks  relative  to  the  mode  of  appointing  mid- 
shipmen  2249,  2: 50 

remarks^n  the  fortification  bill.. 2482 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Gtuartermasier's  Department 823,  839 

remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bil|..2263t2264 
.  remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 

Winder's  Building 2119,  2120 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  .2095 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  lignt  duties 2073 

Beale,  James  M.  H.,  of  Vireinin 1, 31, 608, 

782,  925,  978,  980,  983,  1275,  1278,  1.557, 

1596, 1603 

personal  explanation  by 686 

nis  card  in  relation  to  the  compromise  resolu- 
tions  983 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1276 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 740 

Bedient,  William,  late  a  serffeaniof  the  4ih  resri- 

mentof  ariiller/,  an  act  for  the  relief  of..  1458 

Bed  well,  Preelia,  proposition  to  pay  the  amouAt 

awarded  to ,...•,. 869 


xixvi 


INDEX  TO 


Beeeher,  Mary  Ann,  witbdrawl  of  the  petition 

of. 57 

Behring's  Straitff)  proposition  for  a  survey  of  the 

coarses  of  navigation  of 2281 

Belknap,  the  widow  of  General 506 

Bell,  Hiram,  of  Ohio.  .1,5, 106, 109, 126, 211,212, 

224,  281,  284,  291,  292,  391,  406,  446.  479, 

,     539,  616.  651,  660,  665,  693,  701,  708,  781, 

1193,  1198,  1208,   1319,   1331,  1472,  1532, 

1W4,  1625,  1744,  1745,  1797,    1842,   1856, 

1989,2250 
remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth. ....  .191 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

ColUns  Une .1719 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 

the  assignability  of  land  WArrantSi« 536, 

626,  627,  634 

Belleview,  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  town  of,  in 

the  State  of  Iowa,  a  narrow  strip  of  land  on 

the  Mississippi  river. 1883, 

1914,1982,2011 

Bennett,  B.  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 436,  964 

Bennett,  Henry,  of  New  York.  .1,5,  80, 109, 122, 

155,  669,  670,  701,  781,  812,   1051,   1083, 

1518,  1536,   1537.   1538,  1539,  1562,   1563. 

1580,  1595,  1603, 1604,  1613,  1626 

resolutions  by 1083 

remarks  on  tne  bill  granting  lands  to  the  several 

States  for  railroad  purposes 1539,  1560 

remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post 

roads 1664 

Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  appropriation  to  re- 
fuud  to,  the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers, 

2130 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania 2130 

Mr.  Gorman 5^30 

Bernhisel,  John  M.,  of  Utah 126, 

211,  240,241, 590, 1616,  1700 

resolutions  by 241 

remarks  concerning  a  report  of  affairs  in  Utah, 

211,  240,  274 
proposition  to  inquire  into  the  election  of,  and 

remarks  thereon 306.  353 

Bibb,  the  steamer,  appropriation  for  the  repair 

of 1747 

Bibigbaus,  Thomas  M.,  of  Pennsylvania. .  .1,  5> 

361,  594,  628,  724,  745,  859 


Bissell,  William  H.,  of  Illinois — 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

Territories. 1910,  1911 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill .2905, 

1939,  1940,  1967,  1968,  1990 
remarks  on  Army  appropriation  bill. 2208, 2209 
remarks  in  relation  to  the. expenditures  in  the 

Quartermaster's  pe|3artment 1449 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

I  for  certain  Indians 2365 

I  Bleadwell,  Elias,  withdrawal  of  papers  of.  ..1725 

I  Blodgett,  Sylvanus,  bill  for  the  relief  of 211, 

236,  239,  1458,  1472 
;  Blue  Lick  Springs,  and  adjacent  grounds,  pro- 
I  vision  for  a  board  of  officers  to  examine  with 

reference  to  a  western  Military  Asylum. 2492 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  examine  claims  grow- 
ing out  of  the  conquest  of  California.  •  .^235 
Board  of  Claims.     (See  Claims.) 

Bocock,  Thomas  S.,  of  Virginia 1,  5,  28, 

58,  59,  80,  120,  121,  153,  154, 174,  197,  216, 
268,  289,  296,  412,435,461,506,628.782, 
911,  912. 913,979,988,990, 1001, 1004, 1058, 
1152,  1491,  1505,  1613,  1614,  1627,  1654, 
1658,   1714,  2015,  2016,  2229,  2258,    2275 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 194 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 

Sampson 295 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 

printing  to  Donelson  <&  Armstrong 406 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1058 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 

Navy 988,  1015,  1016, 1017,  1056,  1150 

remarks  on  th4;prop08ition  to  print  the  Patent 
Office  report,  and  concerning  the  public  print- 
ing generally. 1255 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  David  Myerle, 

2015,2221,2222,2224 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2276 
Bonded  goods,  an  act  authorizing  eoods,  wares, 
and    merchandise,   entered  and   bonded  for 
warehousing  in  pursuance  of  law,  to  be  ex- 
ported by  certain  routes  to  ports  and  places 

in  Mexico 2385,  2386,  2410 

Books  for  new  members,  resolution  for  the  pro- 
curement of ' .1768, 

1844, 1926,  2138,  2192 


Biennial  Register ,.appropriation  for, &c. 895, 1696  !|  Bossett,  Zachariah,  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  grant 


Bill  to  extend  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the 
Army,  and  volunteers,  and  militia  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  competent 
authority,  and  doing  duty  in  New  Mexico, 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  September  28, 
1850,  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the  Army 144 

Bill  authorizing  certain  soldiers  in  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu 

thereof 284.  1457,*  1469 

Biloxi  Bay  Indians,  resolution  authorizing  the  ex- 
amination of  the  claims  of  the 1814 

Binding  of  the  public  documents,  joint  resolution 

to  provide  for  the , 123,  354 

Bissell,  William  H.,  of  Illinois 1,  31 , 

58,  60.  80,  102, 121,  126,  127,  142,  147,  14S, 
149,  168,  197,  211,  224,  225,  238, 270,  274,  . 
275,  284.  288,  289,  296,  337,  345,  356,  384, 
385,  458,  459,  478,  501,  523.  547.  548,  593, 
701,  812,  833,  919,  940,  1389,  1396,  1398, 
1408,  1455,  1448,  1456,  1486,  1509,  1527, 
1528,  1529,  1533.  1534,  1544,  1624,  1627, 
1665,  1823,  1844,  1883,  1898,  1899,  1908, 
1909,  1926,  1940,  2014,  2044r-2I62,  2163, 
2207,  2209,  2211,  2257,  2315,  2347,  2348, 

2388 

remarks  on  the  poliey  of  granting  lands  for  rail- 
roads   77 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  and  bills  pro- 
viding for  the  assignability  of  land  warrants, 
141, 142, 143,  151, 152,  275,  479,  480, 481, 
482,  483,  484,  485,  497,  538 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 175 

remarks  sn  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Evcreu 233.  234 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the 
"lands  belonging  to  the  Kentucky  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum 688 

remarks  on  tne  bill  to  relinquish  to  New  Mexico 
certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Santa  F£ 1456 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon 1397 

remarks  on  the  bill  ^ranting  the  right  of  way  to 
plank  and  railroad  companies 1838 


bounty  land  to,  for  services  and  privations  in 

the  revolutionary  war" 701 

Boundaries.     (See  Military  Reserve — St,  Peter's.)^ 
Boundary,  the  northern,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  ap- 
propriation for  running  the. 1747 

Boundary  between  the  State  of  Texas  and  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  run 

and  establish  a 1377,  1450,  1531 

Boundary  line  oCthe  naval  hospital  lands  at  New 
YorJc,  bill  to  provide  for  the  straightening  of 

the  eastern .1235 

Boundarjr  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  appropriation  for  running  the,  and 
provision  for  confining  the  commissioners  to 

the  treaty  line 1666,  1667 

remarks  t>y — 

Mr.  Brooks 1677, 1679,  2135 

Mr.  Howard 2135 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Georgia .1679 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1678 

Mr.  Phelps 1677,  1679 

Mr.  Sweetser 1679 

Mr.  Woodward 2134 

Bounty  lands.     (See  Land  Warrants.) 

resolution  concerning  further  grants  of. .  123,  127 
Bounty  land  warrants.     (See  Land  Warrants.) 
Bouton^  Richard  W.,  Geoi^e  Wright,  and  the 
widow  of  Marion  W.. Fisher,  an  act  for  (he 

relief  of 1840 

Bowen,  Nancy,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1458 

Bowie,  Richara  I.,  of  Maryland.. 1,  5,  57,  110, 

121,  379,  544,  590,  647,  649,  771,  783,  1185, 

1257,   1868,  2051,  2064,  2065,  2090,  2115, 

2127,  2272,  2312,  2315,  2316,  2345 

resolutions  by 103, 122,  123 

remarks  concerning  newspapers  for  ndembers  .14 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osborne 

Cross 1216 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line. 1720 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1997 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, attorneys,  dbc .9111,  2158 

remarks  relative  to  the  mode  of  appointing  mid- 
shipmen   .2247 


1 1 


I) 


« 


II 


Bowie,  Richard  I.,  of  Maryland — 
remau-ks  concerning  the  appointment  of  mid- 
shipmen  2247 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2237, 

2247 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 2006, 

2097,  2098,  2132 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  increased  pay  to 

clerks,  &c 2167 

Bowne,  Obadiah,  of  New  York I , 

5.  32,  49,  120,  122,  144.  407,  510,  628,  T71, 
800. 1140, 1562, 2075,  2230.  2264,  2281,  2300 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 193 

Boyd,  Linn,  of  Kentucky 1,  1205 

elected  Speaker  and  hfs  inaugural 9,  10 

Boyd,  John  H..  of  New  York 1,  31,  446, 

568,  601,  617,  628,  898, 1044,  1822,  2478 

Brag^,  John,  of  Alabama 1, 

5,  60,  103, 107, 153.  242,  268,  420,  438^443, 
800,1221, 1389,  1513,  1540,  1666,  1972.  2014 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 

Thomas  Fletcher 293 

Bray,  Samuel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1234 

Brazilian  Indemnity,  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  en- 
titled an  •*  Act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Emperor  of 

Brazil,"  approved  March  29,  1850 1629, 

1630,  1654 

Breckinridge,  John  C,  of  Kentucky 1 , 

5,  58,  lOO;  150,  345,  636.  670,  674,  708.  786, 
1270, 1299, 1300, 1553. 1584, 1637, 1655, 1659, 
1666,1885,2015,2048,2049,2116,2220,2221, 
2241,2249,2265,2266,2317,2323,2324,2.353. 

2413,2477,2481,2485 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  Democratic  Review, 

General  Butler,  and  Judge  Douglas 711, 

712,  713,  714 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay, 

1637 
remarks  on  the  harbor  bill . . .  .1964,  1965,  1969 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  cemetery 

at  the  City  of  Mexico 21212 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Mv- 
erle. . ...  .2015,  2016,  2017,  2220,  2221,  2223 

remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
bridges  over  the  river  Potomac. . .  .2115,  2116 

Breese,  Joseph  Lewis,  a  midshipman  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  bill  for  the  relief  of . .  1235 

Brenton,  Samuel,  of  lAdiann 1, 

5, 149, 186,  466,  468,  553,  577,  578.  601. 629, 
640,  650.  665.  692.  699,  738,  760,  900,  1076, 
1456, 1491, 1507, 1666, 1795, 2018,  2167,  2190 

resolutions  by 1181 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  and  bill  providing 

for  the  assignability  of  bounty  land  warranrs, 

143,  466,  477,  483,  484,  465,  498 

correction  of  his  votes 186 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 196 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  classify  the  clerks 

in  the  several  Departments 2189 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. .  .2189 

Bridges  over  the  Potoma<v 2114,  2121,  2192 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Breckinridge 2115,  2116 

Mr.  Cable  of  Ohio 2117 

Mr.  Cleveland 2115 

Mr.  Hebard 2115 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas .2098, 

2099,2114,2116 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 21 15, 

2116,2117,2116 

Mr.  Skelton 2098,  2099,  2116 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 2097, 

2098,2115,2116.2117 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia.* 2117 

-    Mr.  Stroiher 2117,  2118 

Mr.  Venable 2114 

Brig  Washington.  (See  Washington.) 
Briges,  George,  of  New  York.  .1,  5,  21,  48,  57, 
60,  153,  168,  201,  224,  258,  290,  306,  307, 
352,  354,  397,  510,  531,  575,  608,  629,  760, 
781,  938,  983,  988,  1107,  1207,  1515,  1516, 
1518,  1524,  1540,  1564,  1695,  1813,  2075, 
2100,  2143,  2168,  2187,  222],  2225,  2307 

resolutions  by 306,  353 

resolution  and  remarks  relative  to  the  Delegate 

from  Utah ^ 353 

card  of,  concerning  the  speech  of  Mr.  Cullom, 

of  Tennessee : 1419 

Brilliant,  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  steam- 
boat  1565 

Brooks,  James,  of  New  York.  .1,  5,  60,  80,  174, 
354,  369,  412,  707,  770,  790,  791,  804,  816, 
821,  849,  869,  871,  674,  899,  900,  961,  979, 
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Bnoki.  James,  of  New  York — 

1fi03,  1049,  1059,  1095,  1096,  1107,  1108, 
1114,  1158,  1173,  1207,  1445*,  156^  1581, 
1584,  1596,  1663,  1719,  1743,  1744,  1766, 
1914,  1915,  1970,  2097,  2138,  2168,  2206, 
2352,  2353,  2385,  2472,  2478,  2479 
ffoarks  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucuses 

upon  the  compromise  measures 5,  6 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth ..161 

retaarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill.  ...322, 

381,  413 
remarks  in  regard  to  posting  the  army  on  the 

route  to  Oregon .514.  515,  517 

remarks  concerning  the  Whig  Congressional 

caucus,  and  opinions  of  General  Scott .  .1157 

personal,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stanly,  concerning  an 

article  in  the  New  York  Express ..1171 

refflarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota.  ...1452, 

1453 

remarks  on  the  California  Mint  bill 1582 

reoiarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1641 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Mexican 
Boundary  Commission,  and  restriction  in  re- 
lation to .1677, 1679 

rcflwrks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

CoDins  line 1730 

fimarka  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  assignability  of  land  warrants.  ..627,  628 
issBarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon..  1395,  1396,  1529, 1530 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the 

latcs  of  postaire .1712, 

1713,  1725, 1736, 1727, 1743,  1744,  1764 
remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1915, 1916, 1998 
remarks  oti  the  deficiency  bill, in  relation  to  the 

exiienditures  of  GoTemment 805, 

818,819,851,853 
rtnarks  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  boundary 

line 2135 

remarks  on  the  light-house  appropriation  bill, 

2318.  2349,  2350,  2351 
rcsBiiks  on  the  appropriation  for  custom-houses, 

1750 

reoiarki  concerning   the  expenditures  in  the 

Q^uartermaster's  Department..  .805,  818,  840 

icai&rkt  on  the  appropriation   for  the  public 

gronods  in  Washington 854 

itBArks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  the  Indians 871, 872 

marks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2279 
renarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 

Winder's  Building 2120 

resiaiks  on  the  ci?il  and  diplomatic  bill.  .2138, 

2139 
ranarksm  rtlation  to  light  duties. .  .2072,  2075 
rt«aik»  on  tlie  appropriation  for  the  Commis- 

BioDer  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 2094 

grown,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of 224 

BwwB,  Hector,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of  .266 

Brown.  Albert  G.,  of  Mississippi.  .1,  5,  96,  110, 

m,  126,1^,  211,  225,  242,  248,  417,  468, 

^.575,640,  685.  689,  699,  736,  760,  771, 

900, 834, 898, 900, 909. 910, 1023, 1024, 1044, 

#iW0,  1050,  1061,  1062,   1083,  1107,  1112, 

1114,  1123,  1124,   1127,   1140,  1169,  1170, 

1174,  1212,  1248,  1249,  1250,  1278,  1298, 

1317,  1320,  1330,  1331,   1332,  1333,  1348, 

1350,  13^,  1398,  1454,  1455*,  1484,  1586, 

16U4,  1656,  1681,  1783,  1844,  1915,  1933, 

1934,  2212,  2225,  2286,  2287.  2324,  2357, 

2481,  2482,  2485 

fisoluiions  bv 200,  507,  900,  1034, 1298 

rtOMuks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 196 

remarks  on  the  action  and  purposes  of  the  State 

Rights  and  Union  parties 733 

permal  difilculty,  and  apology  to  the  House, 

736,  737 
femarka  on  the  propoiiition  for  additional  pages, 

757 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

PrinUng 1062,  1068, 

10&,  1070,  1074, 1083,  1090, 1256,  1257 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1907,  1945 

mnarks  on  the  homestead  bill 684, 

926, 1207,  1280, 1317, 1332, 1333 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  purchase  Wind- 
er's Building. 2119 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 7^ 

remarka  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Ctnartermaater's  Department 836 

remarks  on  the  claims  of  the  Choctaw  Indians, 

2362 


f 


Brown,  Albert  Q.,  of  Mi8Si85tppi —  / 

rAarks  on  the  general -appropriation  bill.  .2097 
remarks  in  relation  to  increasfd  pay  to  the 

clerks 2IB5 

Brown,  Oeoige  H.,  of  New  Jersey 1,  5, 

2075,  2247 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore 

White 2346 

Brunot,  Kreider,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of. 284 
Bridges,  Potomac,  proposed  appropriations  to, 

857,  2097,  2098,  2114 

resolution  concerning  the 1198 

remarks  by— 7 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 2098,  2099 

Mr.  Skelton 2098,  2099 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 2097,  2098 

Buckles,  J.  C,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  bill  for 

the  benefit  of. 4. . .  .2012 

Buel,  Alexander  H.,  of  New  York 1,5, 

281,  438.  510,  601,  671,  701,  898,  964,  982, 
1335,  1362,  1510,  1814,  1823,  2250,  2273, 

2274,2356,2411 
Burlington,  Iowa,  bill  to  grant  to,  the  land  here- 
tofore reserved  between  the  city  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 687 

Burt,  Armistead,  of  South  Carolina 1,  5,  28, 

1604, 1625,  1779, 1838,  1870 
excused  flrom  service  on  the  Military  Commit- 
tee   .505 

remarks  on  fortifications  and  the  jurisdiction  of 

the  Military  Committee 77,  78,  79 

Burrows,  Lorenzo,  of  New  York 1,  5, 

120,  211,  468,  486,  510,  640,  651,  708,  781, 

844,1051,2225 

Busby,  George,  of  Ohio 1,  5,  49. 

575,  585,  628,  900, 1335,  1551 

Bush,  Price,  and  Suarez,  captains,  bill  to  provide 

for  the  payment  of  the  companies  of,  for  mil' 

itarv  services  in  Florida. 431,  964, 1299,  2014 

Butler,  Creneral,  remarks  in  relation  to 710 

Butterworth.  Samuel  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.2385 

C. 

Cabell,  E.  Carrington,  of  Florida. .  ^ 1, 

5, 19,  32,  49,  59,  80,  102,  108,  ftl,  122,  149, 
150,  170.  171,  182,  212,  216,  272,  285,  316, 
328,  371.  424,  435,  436,  442,  451,  506,  507, 
509,  523,  536,  633,  649,  659,  674,  687,  689, 
700,  737. 778,  791,  925,  937,  94p,  1004,  1034, 
1035,  1043,  1051,  1096,  1112,  1125,  1153, 
1159,  1198,  1284,  1298,  1330,  1455,  1473. 
1474,  1513,  1516.  1544,  1552,  1557,  1558, 
1560,  1561,  1681,  1711,  1723,  1732,  1766, 
1792,  1814,  1823,  1824,  1982,  2138,  2187, 
2225,  2281,  2282,  2299,  2301,  2356,  2389, 

2414,  2415,  2417,   2477 

resolution  by 59 

remarks  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucuses 

on  the  compromise  measures 8.  9 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution   providing  for 

assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants ....  150 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  clerk 

to  the  Naval  Committee. 433 

remarks  on  the  bounty  land  bill,  touching  the 
position  of  parties  and  the  Presidency.  ..451, 

457 

^  remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the 

lands  granted  to  the  Kentucky  Deaf  and  Dumb 

Asylum 688 

remarks  on  the  Florida  and  Alabama  railroad 

.      bill 1791 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1906, 

1962,  1989,  1991 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Q,uarterma8ter's  Department 839 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2276, 

2280 

remarks  on  the  Joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. .  .451, 

457,  536 

Cable,  Joseph,  of  Ohio 1, 

5,  59,  126,  201,  585,  650,  659,  689,  692,  715, 
723,  843,  859,  901,  914,  920,  925.  951,  986, 
988,  991. 1075, 1125, 1138,  1153, 1154,  1207, 
1216,  1217,  1221,  1252,  1253,  1254,  1285, 
1317,  1320,  1334,  1456,  1510,  1592,  1627, 
1658,  1667,  1743,  1899,  1926.  1927,  2044, 
2045,  2099,  2100,  2110,  2116,  2117,  2224, 
2244,  2247,  2284,  2323,  2345 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the 

rates  of  postage 1728 

remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  the  bridges 

across  the  Potomac 2017 

Caldwell,  Joseph  P.,  of  North  Carolina 1, 

5,  640»  1994 


I 

if 


II 


California  batHdion,  proposition  for  on  examina- 
tion of  the  chiims  of  the. « 1764  • 

California,  bill  to  authorize  and  direct  the  payment 
of  certain  moneys  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
State  of,  which  were  collected  in  the  ports  €ff 
said  State  as  a  revenue  upon  imports,  since 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States^and  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
and  prior  to  the  admission  of  said  State  into 
the  Union 21,  101,  107 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Hibbard.  * * .  .102 

Mr.  Houston... 101 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 101 

Mr.  Marshall 101,  102 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 800, 1533 

bill  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  in  Callfoffkia.  .21 

bill  to  provide  for  the  surv«y  of  the  public  lands 
in,  the  granting  of  donation  privileges  therein, 

and  for  tither  purposes. 21, 

107, 9195,  2235,  2385,  2419 

(See  Jtfinl— JIMI  Steamen — Ctottna— ^ovy  Yard$ 
— CotUrtteis — htdinn  Affaim — Jnd\*m  Comm\$- 
tUmer^^huHofnt — Port  OffUt  Department^  Sur- 
veyor Oeneral*s  (fffiee.) 
Callaghan,  Bryan,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  v .  .1235 
Callan,  John  F.,  administrator  of  Daniel  Renner, 

deceased 1234, 2230,  2273 

Calls  of  the  House 7. . . .  .659. 

899,1394,2054,2069,2117 

Camels,  proposition  in  relation  to  the  importation 

and  employ ment  of,  on  the  Plains.  .2208, 2294 

Campbell,  James  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .949, 

1874 

Campbell,  Thomas  J.,  proposition   to  pay  the 

widow  of,  the  salary  aue  the  deceased   as 

Clerk .' 2315 

Campbell,Lewi8D.,ofOhio.l,.5,14.96,160. 169, 
390.  417.  442,  670,  674,  686,  877,  982,  1044, 
1515, 1795, 1870,2073, 2192, 2413, 2414,  2418 

remarks  on  the  action  of  the  Congressional 

caucus  on  the  compromise  measures 5,  7, 

8,  981,  990,  1797,  1889, 1926,  2051,  2200, 

-"  2304,2317 

resolution  by 443 

remarks'on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 173 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  printing  the  const  aui^ 
vey  report 256, 257 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  liberated 
Cuban  prisoners 416 

remailrson  the  bounty  land  bill,  touching  the 
condition  of  parties ,456,  457 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill ....  • 2000 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  a  committre  to 
investigate  Mr.  Corwin's  connection  with  the 
Gardiner  claim 2304,  2305 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 684 

remarks  concerning  the  Menomonee  Indians  snd 
Commissioner  Medill 1800 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties 2074 

retnarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

the  bounty  land  act 456,  457 

Campbell,  Thompson,  of  Illinois 1.  5, 

59.  108,  121.  123,  225,  258,  284,  434,  459, 
466,  483,  571,  594,  640,  648,  664,  683,  686, 
737,  738,  760,  776.  777,  781,  801,  843,  889, 
897^00,910,939,940,962.1114.1181,1197, 
.  1210,  1221,  1222,  1275,  1278,  1316.  1350, 
1451,  1452.  1449*,  1456*,  1471,  1486,  1492, 
1506,  1508,  1509,  1540,  1544,  1565,  1755, 
1869,  1888,  1889,  1898,  1919,  1927,  2001, 
2014,  2030,  2065,  2073,  2093,  2168,  2191, 
2228,  2240,  2272,  2273,  2282,  2286.  2306, 
•      2386,  2388,  2412,  2417,  2476,  2483,  2484 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
military  bounty  land  warrants .421 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osbom 
Cross .• 1223 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line .1733 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill.  • 1941, 

1947, 1962, 1965, 1966, 1968 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  surrender,  by 
the  soldiers  in  the  last  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
of  bounty  land  warrants. . .  .2042,  2043,  2272 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  district  attorneys.. . .  .2126 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill.  1279, 1318, 1334 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territoiial 
officers 4116, 1418 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1841 

remarks  on  t!ie  ct\il  aud  diplomatic  bill. .  .2164 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duttea ....  .5X)79 
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Campbell,  Thompson,  of  Illinois — 
.    remarks  on  the  bill  making  UihI  warrants  as- 
signable   464,  4t}5,  4f)7 

CanaCbill  to  provide  fur  ihe  contftruciion  of  a  free, 
around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river 2t 

at  Louisville 1208, 1743 

ship,  bill  to  provide  for  the  construciipn  of  a, 
around  the  Falls  of  tlie  St.  Marie  river,  at  the 

foot  of  Lake  Superior 21,  59, 

121,  225.  437,  673,  2241,  2347,  2355  I 

resolutions  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  relative  to  I 
the  construction  of  a,  on  the  Indiana  side  of  I 

the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 669  I 

Capitol,  resolutions  proposing  the  continuance  of  i 

the  workmen  on  the 107 

.  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Architect  on  the, 

to  continue  in  employment  the  mechanics  and 

labm-era  upon  the  two  wings  thereof. . .  .108, 

109.  120,  123,, 127^  212,  215,  715,  730,  738 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ficklin 109»  110 

Mr.  Florence 110 

Mr.  Sianton  of  Kentucky 109,  110 

Mr.  Venable 109,  110 

fir^^t  the.     {See  Library  of  Congress.) 

deffiieiicy  of  appropriations  for  the  repairs  of 
the 855 

an  act  making  appropriation  to  meet  the  ex- 

,     penses  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  late  fire 
at  the.' 154,  224,  253,  258 

resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  solidity  of  the 
foundations  of  the  additions  to  the,  and  report 
thereon 201,  352,  253,  494,  925 

resolution  to  authorize  the  continuance  of  the 

work  on  the  two  winsrs  of  the 551, 

710,  715,  730, 1049, 1057, 1059 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Beale 740 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 7.33 

Mr.  Curlier ^ 743 

Mr.  Chandler 742 

Mr.  Clingman 743 

Mr.  Duncan 731,  740.  741 

Mr.  Edgerion 743 

Mr.  Florence 731,  743 

Mr.  Floyd 744 

Mr.  Mason • .744 

•Mr.  McMullen 744 

Mr.  MciNair 730,  731,  732.  733 

Mr.  Stanten  of  Kentucky 730, 

731,732,733,740,741,742 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio .742 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 744 

Mr.  Wallace , 741,  742 

Mr.  Walsh 743 

Mr,  Woodward 730.  731 

Capron,  Erastus  A.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

children  of 462 

Carleton,  Washington,  late  postmai>ter  at  Hawes- 
viile,  Kentucky,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2282 
Carmelite  Nunnery  at  Baltimore,  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the 420 

Caroline  of  Barnstable.  '(See  Register.) 
Carr,  Dabney  S.,  proposition    to    compensate, 

2095,  2192 

dartter,  David  K.,  of  Ohio. 1, 

5. 13,  29,32,  47.  56,  59,  96.  97,  98,  100,  107, 
1  8.  1U9.  120,  123,  141,  142,  143,  147,  149, 
158,  16t).  168,  170,  177,  182,  183,  f86,  195, 
199,  200.  209.  211,  212,  213,  223.  236.  252, 
256.  274.  284.  285.  289,  290,  296,  307.  324. 
354,  391.  402.  4(»7,  412,  413,  415,  422,  437, 
441,  442.  459,  462.  464,  468,  494,  500,  507, 
551,  575.  577,  578,  594.  597,  627,  649,  664, 
699,  708,  723,  1114,  1154,  1173,  1197,  1198, 
1231,  1233,  1234,  1235,  1248,  1250,  1251, 
1252,  12.53,  1254,  1276,  1284,  1298,  1300, 
1394,  1409,  1449,  1471,  1472,  1473,  1514, 
1515,  1534,  1556,  1564,  15^6,  1599,  16a3. 
1616,  1624,  1627,  1630,  1654,  1656,  1666, 
1667,  1679,  1688,  1692,  1715,  1730,  17.^2, 
1777,  1793,  1794,. 1795,  1797,  1822,  1832, 
1838,  1842,  1854,  1855,  1856,  1857,  1858. 
1859,  186S,  1869,  1866,  1887,  1925,  1938, 
1972,  19fJ4,  1985,  1997.  2000,  2001,  2029, 
2043,  2044,  2051,  2064,  2065,  2075,  2123, 
2134,  2135,  2139,  2160,  2168,  2197,  2225, 
2230,  2231,  2250,  2257,  22f^,  2266,  2272, 
2273,  2274,  2281,  2282,  2285,  2286,  2300, 
2301,  2314.  2316,  2323,  2324.  2351.  2352, 
2353.2370,2388.2411,2412.2413.2415,2416. 
2417, 2418,2478, 2480, 2481,  2494,2496,2497 

retolutions  by 141, 

158, 160, 186, 199, 2484  W 


Cartier,  David  K.,  of  Ohio — 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  newspaper^  to 

members 14 

remarks  on  the  foriificatiuns,  and  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Military  Committee 78,  79 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants, 

151,  152,  539,  628 
remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth.  .161,  175 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  a  short  re- 
port of  the  census. .  .^. .305,  306 

remarks  in  regard  to  Mormon  affairs. ....  .354 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  liberated 

Cuban  prisoners. 415,  416 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hascall  & 

Moore. 437 

remarks  on  the  power  of  the  President  over  the 

Army 515 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  publication 

of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates •553 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage. 571 

remarks  in  relation  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the 

Patent  Office  reoort. .  .1249, 1250,  1252,  1253 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the 

rates  of  postage 1743 

remarks  on  the  bUI  making  appropriation  for  the 

Military  Academy. • 1857 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1940^  1971, 1999 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Census 

Board 2133 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navv. 2259, 2261 

remarks  oi»  the  homestead  bill 1281 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial 

officers 1412,  1413 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  assign- 
able  495 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2265, 

2274,2277 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties 2074 

remarks  on  the  proposition  lor  increased  pay  to 

the  clerks,  &c 2167 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh 

and  Gast«ii  Railroad 690 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 

ai&ce  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 743 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 
son  i663,  564 

Caucus,  Whig  Congressional,  remarks  in  relation 
to  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brooks 1157 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 1157,  1159 

Mr.  Clingman. . .  ^ 1388 

Mr.  Cullom 1379 

Mr.  Dockery 1386,  1387 

Mr.  Fitch 1385 

Mr.  Gentry 1385,  1386,  1287 

Mr.  Howard 1155,  1158 

Mr.  King  of  New  York. 1378 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1387 

Mr.  Stanly 1156, 1157, 1 15« 

Mr.  Washburn 1158 

Caucuses,  discussion  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
Whi^  and  Democratic,  on  the  compromise 

question 5 

Cay  use  Indians,  expenses  of  the  war  against  the. 

(See  Oregon.) 
Cemetery,  American,  near  the  City  of  Mexico,  an 
act  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
completion  of  the  interment  of  officers  and 

soldiers  who  died  in  Mexico,  in  the 1234 

appropriation  for  the  object. . .  .895,  2132,  2192 
Census  returns,  memorials  in  regard  to  the  publi- 
cation of  the 6^ 

resolution  for  a  condensed  report  of  the,  to  be 

printed 1051 

Census  tables,  proposition  to  print  one  hundred 

thousand  copies  of  the,  &c •  • .  .258,  303 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cartter 305,  306 

Mr.  Duncan 305 

Mr.  Ingersoll «...  .304 

Mr.  Orr 304,  305 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 304.  305 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia 305,  306 

joint  resolution  authorizing  a  contract  with  Don- 
elson  &  Armstrong  for  printing  the.  .391,  401 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bocock. •  • \  .406 

Mr.  Evans 391,  404,  405 

Mr.  Florence 404,  405 

Mr.  Gorman .391, 

392,  394,  396,  403,  404,  405,  406,  407 
Mr.  HaU 406 


Census  tables,  joint  resolution  authorizing  a  con* 
tract  with  Donelson  &  Armstrong  for  printing' 
the,  reninrks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Haven 40S 

Mr.  Nahers 396,  401,  402,  406 

Mr.  Skelton 403 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 405 

Mr.  Venable 394,  396,  405 

CeiMOs,  the  Seventh.     (See  Apportionment.) 

Census  Bureau.     (See  Clerfts  ) 

Chairs,  revolving,  for  the  members,  proposition  to 

procure 1207 

Chaplains,  concerning 47 

election  of. ' 48,  80 

Champion.  Silas,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 211,  236,  23» 
Chaney,  Richard,  ana  others,  bill  for  the  relief 'T, 

289,  610,  649 
Chapman,  Charles,  of  Connecticut.. .  ...1,  5,  660 

Chandler,  .Joseph  R..  of  Pennsylvania .1, 

5,  9,  57,  60,  80.  102,  120,  126,  127,  144,  153, 
242,  281,  290,  328,  361.  379,  407,  417.  446. 
459.  468,  510,  5.39,  544,  .'>50,  5.53,  567,  575, 
594,  601.  608.  629,  &36,  640,  650.  651,  664, 
671,  692,  701,  738,  750,  752,  760,  780,  781, 
800.  834.  855,  961,  1004,  1015,  1017,  1051. 
1052.  1054,  1064,  1076,  1127,  1174,  1181, 
1198,  1205.  1212.  1217,  1221,  1235,  1282, 
1283,  1321,  1386,  1446,  1456,  1474,  1506, 
1524,  1  .32,  1540,  1562,  15«6,  1592,  1.S95, 
1,599,  1655,  1662.  1666,  1712,  17.54.  1783, 
1813,  1844,  1856,  1859,  1906,  1999,  2014, 
2054.  2258,  2284,  2286,  2287,  2409.  2480, 

2490,  2495 

resolutions  by 126,  1813 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwartf 

Everett 234 

remarks  on  the  life  and  death  of  Mr.  Clay.  1639 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  moaify  the 

rates  of  postage 1728 

.remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1987 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

public  printer,  &c 2024,  2025 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill .779 

remarks  on  presenting  to  the  House  from  Q. 
,     W.  Childs,  an  engraved  likeness  of  Wash- 
ington   .2156 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 

^  Myerle 2224 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1021,  12>^ 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2244, 

2245 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  2153, 

2162 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  th^  laws 

of  the  Unit^  States  in  the  newspapers.. 2053 

remarks  oti  the  proposition  for  increased  pay  to 

the  clerks,  &c.. 2167 

remarks  on  the  joint  re^^oluiion  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work  on  the  CHpit«'l 742 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jurk- 

son 564.  565,  566 

Charts,  the  wind  and  current,  proposition  to  con- 

tinue  the .2247 

Chastain,  Elijah  W.,  of  Georgia..!,  5.  144.  284, 

438,  468,  496,  649,   735,  7.%,  10.54.   1140, 

1449.  1487.   1562.  1681,  1725,   ia59,  1S68, 

2161,2229,  2273,  2415,  2416,  2418.  2480 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 684 

Chatfield,  Silas,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  of, 

1023 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  bill  directing  a  sur- 
vey and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a 
canal  ^asin  at  the  terminus  of  the,  at  Georgre- 

town 1883 

Chicago,  Illinois,  bill  to  authorize  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of,  to  excavate  a  portion  of 
public  reservation  at  that  place,  with  the  view 
to  f'e  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 

Chicago  river 1836,  1874 

Chickasaw  Indians,  appropriation  to  pay  to  the, 
on  account  of  the  defalcation  of  Captain  R.  D. 

C.  Collins 1829 

remarks  by — 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas.  ..1829. 1830.  1831 

Mr.  Phelps , 1830,  1831 

Chiefs  of  Bureaus  of  Navy- Yards  and  Docks, 
proposition  to  authorize  the  President  to  ap- 
point captains 2281 

Chilas,  G.  W.,  presents  to  the  House  an  engraved 

likeness  of  Wnshins^ton » 2156 

Chilson,  Samuel  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  ..1840 
China,  appropriation  for  salary  of  a  Commissioner 

to..:...;. J»94,2192 

remarks  by  Mr.  Hooston • J2094 


.  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


XXXIX 


Choctaw  clairaants,  appopriatton  for 871 

prevision  in  relation -to  the  discontinuance  of  in- 
terest to,  onder  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 

Creek. .'.  r. 1689 

tppropriation  for  interest  on  the  awards  to,  and 
proTisioa  to  commute  the  payment  of  inter- 

«rt 1767,1829 

Clieiaws,  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  sub- 

sistenceof. 886 

^propriati<)n  for  an  examination  of  the  reser- 
^  VBtioB  o]a«b|8  of  the,  and  an  appropriation 
"^  for  deficiency  for  tho^remo^al  of  tne. .  .^56, 

2363,2386 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 2362 

Mr.  Diramick 2363, 2364 

Brlx.  Freeman 2356,  2357 

Mr.  Houston 2356,  2357,  2358 

Mr.  Hibbard 2363,  2364 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas .*.2357 

Mr.  McLanahan 2362,  2365 

Mr.  VenaWe 23f)3, 5^64 

Choice,  Cyrus,  appropriation  for 1842,  2367 

Cbnsuan,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .1235 

Ckar«hwel1,  William  M.,  of  Tennessee 1, 

5,  21,  424,  446,  594,  636,  650,  «73,  692,  771, 

844,  877,  1258 

Rflohitions  bv 2308 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth..  174,  179 

raomrks  on  the  harbor  bill .1877, 

1906,  1907,  1960,  1961,  1962 

remarks  on  rhe  homestead  bill 926 

Civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 477, 

2047,  2051,  2065,  2090.  2114,  2127,  2159, 
9188,  2413,  2414,  24tl,  2472,  2491,  2496 
lemarkB  by — 

Mr.  Allison 2138 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 2095 

Mr.  Breiiton 2189 

Mr.  Bowie 2066,  2097,  2098,  2132 

Mr.  Brooks 2138,  2139 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 2097 

Mr.  Chandler 2052,  2162 

Mr.  Cobb ..: 2128 

Mr.  Campbell  of  lUinois 2164 

Mr.  Dimmick 2160 

Mr.  Duncan 2138 

Mr.  Evans  of  Maryland 2069 

Mr.  Faulkner » 2122 

Mr.  Ficklin 2098,  2133 

Mr.Fitch 2097,  2191 

Mr.  Florence .2162 

Mr.  Fowler.. 2189 

Mr.  Folier  of  Maine 2031 

Mr.  Gentry 2097, 

2122,  2133,  2136,  2163,  2189 

Mr.  Hebaid 2095, 2096 

Mr.  ¥li!tAwr4 2128,  2129,  2160 

Mr.  HoiMoQ 2066; 

2067,  2068,  2091,  2092,  2095,  2097,  2117, 
mtf,  2W,  2128,  2133,  2136,  3160,  2161, 

2162,  2163,  2189 

Mr.  Howe,  J.  W 2052 

Mr.  /ohason.of  Arkansas 2098,  2099 

Mr.  Jooes  of  Tennessee 2066, 

2067,  2136,  2139 

Mr.  Mason 2163,  2164 

Mr.  Millson 2128,  2129 

Mr.  McCorkle .2160,  2161 

Mr.  McLanahan 2132 

Mr.  Orr 2163 

Mr.  Polk 2137 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York  .2091,  2162,  2163 

Mr.  Seymour  of  Connecticut 2129 

Mr.  Sibley 2068 

Mr.  Skelton 2098,  2099 

Mr.  Smart 2099,  2191 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 2052, 

2066,  2097,  2098, 2139 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 2066,  2092 

Mr.  Siuan .2122 

Mr.  WaUh 2132 

Claims,  Committee  on 47,  58 

reports  from  the 140,  266,  423,  544 

bUli  reported  from. 211, 266,  420,  544 

resoluuona  of  instruction  to 211 

discharged  from  subjects 420,  960 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  bill  to  prohibit 
the  prosecution  of,  by  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  Senators  and  Representatives  in 

Congress 11,  59,  267,  2132,  2191 

(or  military  services  in  the  Slate  of  California, 
bill  to  create  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  settlement  of. 21,  59,  2235 


Claims  against  the  United  States  for  military  ser- 
sices.     {Set  JiTew  Hmnpshire — Maryland.) 
bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  pf,  against  the 

United  States 127,  328 

bill  to  establish  a  boaird  for  the  settlement  of, 

against  the  United  Slates ^4 

Claims.     (See  BUoxi  Bay  Indians.) 
Claims,  heretofore  disallowed,  allowed  by  the  De- 
partments, call  in  regard  to  suspended  and 

disallowed 307,  390,  442,  443 

Claims,  private,  alphabetieal  list  of.    (See  PrivaU 
ClawM*) 

Clark,  Lincoln,  of  Iowa 1, 

5,  29,  56,  59,  80, 152, 189, 224, 252,266,  281, 
285.  337,  466,  479,  506,  538,  575,  610,  687, 
692,  696,  700,  900,  927,  937,  951,  962,  1051, 
1054, 1127, 1234, lij8, 1333, 1349, 1351, 1376, 
13iJ8,  1389,  1398,  1448«,  1454*,  1456»,  1506, 
1509, 1510, 1539, 1540, 1552, 1596, 1883, 1897, 
1909; 1914, 1933, 1940, 1982, 2011,2012,2044, 
2065, 2075, 2094, 2095, 2] 13, 2206, 2286, 2388, 

2389,  2410,  2477.  2490,  2491 

remarks  by 451 

remarks  concerning  newspapers  for  members .  14 

remarks  on  the  reception  ol  Kossuth. 190 

remarks  relative  to  compromise  measures.  .700 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rantoul 2143 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1282 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1313 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial 

officers 1418 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  assign- 
able  499 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants  .  .336, 

337,  354 

Clark,  Catharine,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 435, 

963,  9(>4 

Clay,  Henry,  resolution  authorizing  the  Library 

.  Committee  to  receive  and  place  in  the  Library 

a  likeness  of,  presented  by  an  artist  of  New 

York 1595,  1630,  1665 

Clay,  Henry,  Senator  from  Kentucky 1631 

death  announced 1631 

eulogy  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 1640 

Mr.  Breckinridge » 1637 

Mr.  Caskie 1639 

Mr.  Chandler 1639 

Mr.  Ewing 3638 

Mr.  Faulkner 1641 

Mr.  Gentry 1643 

Mr.  Haven 1641 

Mr.  Parker  of  Indiuna 1643 

Mr.  Venable 1640 

Mr.  Walsh 1643 

proposition  to  print  the  eulogies  on 1783, 

1937,  2307 
Clerk  of  the  House,  John  W.  Forney  elected..  10 

resolutions  of  instructions  to  the 28,  1813 

"report  from  the  late 80,  289 

Clerk    to    the    Sergeant*at-Arm8,    appropriation 

for 2139 

Clerk,  the  Journal  of  the  House,  additional  salary 

to 2418 

Clerks  and  special  agents  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, appropriation  for 1751 

Clerxs  in  the  several  Departments,  proposition  to 

have  the,  classified 2168,  2189 

Clerks  in  the  various  Departments  and  Bureaus, 
appropriation  to  f>ay  the  permanent  and  tem- 
{>orary,and  propositions  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of,  give  extra  compensation  to,<&c..  .2067, 

2097,  2160,  2164,  2189,  2190 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bowie 2167 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 2165 

Mr.  Cartter 2167 

Mr.  Chandler 2167 

Mr.  Dean  .^ 2165 

Mr.  Fowler 2165 

Mr.  Gentry 2164,  2165,  2166,  1289 

Mr.  Gorman 2166 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee 2166 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 2068 

Mr.  iMcMullen 2190 

Mr.  Skelton 2167 

Clerks  in  the  several  Departments.     (See  Com- 
pensation.) 
office  of  the  Clerk,  House.    (See  Compensation. ) 
Clerks  in  the  Washington  navy-yard,  increased 

compensation  to ; .  .2494 

Clerks  to  committees,  propositions  for,  and  ac- 
tion thereon 100,  2X0,  421,  431 


Clerks,  extra,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  PensioAs,  appropriaUon  for .  1667 
Clerks  in  the  Census  Bureau,  proposition  for  ex- 
tra pay  to 1747 

in  the  1  reaaury  Department,  memorial  asking 

for  an  increase  of  pay  to i 2064 

Clerks  of  courts.  (See  Etes.) 
Cleveland,  Chauncey  F.,  of  Conn^ticut.  ...1,5, 
109,  144,  155,  171,  174,  197,  296,  307,  597, 
633,  737,  738,  771,  895,  898,  899,  927, 1232, 
1388,  1445»,  1450,  1454*,  1473,  1484,  1492> 
1506,  1507,  1508,  1512,  1529,  1535,  1557, 
1565,  1585,  1592,  1594,  1596.  1597.  1604, 
1616,  1908,  1942,  1943,  1958,  1983,  1984, 
1999,  2012,  2020;  2029,  2042,  2045,  2048, 
2110,  2413,  2480,  2481,  2483,  2490 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Everett. 234 

remarks  on  the  bill  relinquishing  to  New  Mexi- 
co certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Santa  F£.  .1455 

remarks  on  the  biH  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories 1912,  1913 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1918,  1959 

remarks  in  relation  to  constructive  mileage.2046, 

2047 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erle 2016 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 'i.  .951 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department 835,  836 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  oCTerritorial 
officers.^ 1447.  1448 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  in  the  deficiency 
bill  for  the  various  Indian  tribes.  .4C 877 

remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  tlie 
bridges  over  the  Potomac 2115 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  John  Jackson, 

562,  563,  564 
Click,  Henry,  of  Cooke  county,  Tennessee,  bill 

for  an  increase  of  pension  to 436,  964 

Clin^man,  Thomas  L.,  of  North  Carolina.  .1,5, 
56,  57,  107.  120,  122, 123, 126, 149, 154, 159, 
160,  168,  169,  170,  173,  197,  210,  212,  240, 
241,  251,  253,  307,  377,  396,  403,  411,  414, 
436,  459,  494,  496,  506,  510,  574,  593,  626, 
633,  636,  648,  649,  659,  661,  670,  691,  692, 
696,  704,  707,  710,  714,  715,  716,  730,  736, 
737,  738,  777,  778.  859,  867.  895.  899.  937, 
938, 965,  978,  979,  980,  981,  982,  1004, 1015, 
1049,  1050,  1051,  1062,  1075,  1076,  1083, 
1108,  nil,  1112,  1113,  1123,  1124,  1137, 
1153,  1156,  1181.  1211,  1212,  1232,  1238, 
1248,  1251,  1275,  1297,  1348,  1349,  1350, 
1351,  1377,  1380,  1381,  1385,  1387,  1394, 
1419,  1450,  1456M458*,  1459,  1486,  1513, 
1514,  1515,  1516,  1518,  1531,  1534,  1541, 
1552,  1560,  1561,  1564,  1580,  1585,  1586, 
1624,  1625,  1626,  1652,  1654,  1655,  1656, 
1658,  1659,  1676,  1700,  1745,  1764,  1765, 
1768,  1797,  1814,  1822,  1823,  1924,  1931, 
1937,  1982,  1983,  1998,  2012,  2014,  2020, 
2029,  2030,  2043,  2044,  2045,  2047,  2048, 
2053,  2093,  2243,  2284,  2287,  2409,  2415, 
2418,  2419.  2472,  2485,  2495,  7994 

resolutions  by. .  100,  123,  154,  307,  1248,  1612 

remarks  on  fortifications  and  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Military  Committee 78,  79,  80 

remarks  on  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union 159 

remarks  on  questions  of  order. .  .169,  171,  173 

remarks  in   regard  to   the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories 240 

remarks  on  the  Florida  railroad  bill..  1002, 1003 

remarks  on  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  the 

print! ne:  of  the  Patent  Office  report 1084, 

1085,  1086.  1094,  1109,  1250,  1252,  1253 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Whig  Congressional  caucus,  dec 1.388 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Haa- 
call  published  in  the  Globe 1419 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
bounty  land  act 634 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line 1698,  1716,  1717,  1724 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  fis- 
stgnable 496 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1960,  1994 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

public  printer,  <&c 2023, 

2024,  2026,  90^7,  2028 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
railroad  biU 690,  692,  2285 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  li  voi 
of  passengers  on  board  of  steamboats.  .23()0 
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Clingman,  Thomas  L.,  of  North  Carolina — 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  David  Tay- 
lor  ^66 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navy 2248 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .1281 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  certain  Indians .2366 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2248 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  laws 

of  the  United  States  in  the  newspapers  .2053, 

2054 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 743 

remarks  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 

railroad  iron 704 

Coal  dep6t  at  Key  West,  appropriation  for  estab- 
lishing a,  for  naval  purposes 1748 

Coast  Survey,  report  on  the 31 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  nriniing  of  the  report 

on  the *. 253 

proposition  and  remarks  in  regard  to  printing 

the  maps  of  the 443 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coas^  Survey 
report,  by — 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 256,  257 

Mr.  Evans 253, 254, 255,  444,  445  | 

Mr.  Puller  of  Maine 254,  257  | 

Mr.  Gorman 257  ; 

Mr.  Hammond 255,  444  ! 

Mr.  Houston 254,  255  ' 

Mr.  Meade 255  ' 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 255  ' 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 254 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia 2.55,444  j 

Mr.  Venable 254,445 

Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.,  of  Alabama.  1,  5,  12,  , 
28.  31.  32,  55,  56,  58. 107, 108. 126, 149, 154,  ; 
176.  201,  211,  224,  267,  284,  432,  458,  479,  | 
548,  550,  568,  578,  550,  660.  664,  673.  689,  : 
691,  701,  704,  715,  723,  782,  783,  805,  868,  ! 
869,  937,  938,  939,  940,  948,  950,  960,  1004, . 
1024,  1049,  1170,  1198,  1207,  1231,  1932, ; 
.  1235,  1239,  1300,  1311,  1.332,  1388.  1455*. 
1457*.  1506.  1509.  1517.  15)8,  1529,  1539, 
1543,  1544,  )552,  1553,  1559,  1563,  1579, 
1580,  1592.  1594,  1613,  1616,  1625,  1626, 
1627,  1628,  1629,  1630,  1652,  1653,  1657, 
1662,  1689,  1725,  1744,  1805,  1814.  1815, 
1818,  1822,  1832,  1836,  1837.  1838^,  1853, 
1854.  1855.  1856,  1868.  1869,  1883.  1925, 
1930,  1938,  1959,  1968,  1999.  2013,  2048. 
2230.  2246.  2273.  2274.  2286,  2299.  2306, 
2315,  2347,  2355,  2388,  2409,  2410,  2472, 

2480,  1490,  2491 

resolutions  by 2306,  2315 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  Co  Alabama, 
fb  construct  the  SeUna  and  Gunter's  Land- 
ing railroad 673,  704 

remarks  on  the  Alabama  railroad  bill 939 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Brit- 
ain Franks \ 1629 

remarks  on  the  Selma  and  Gunter's  Landing 

railroad 1630 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Gerard  railroad 1658 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1941 ,  1968 

remarks  in  regard  to  a  private  claim 2047 

remarks  on  tne  proposition  to  refund  to  Ala- 
bama the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers.2128 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1334 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill . .  .2128 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  495,  500 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution,  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. .  .337, 

626 
Cobb,  Isaac,  bill  for  relief  of. .  .435,  963. 964, 1874 
Cobb,  Ursula  E.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1725 
Coin,  proposition  so  to  regulate,  as  to  make  the 

nominal  and  real  value  equal... 122 

concerning 123 

Coinage,  an  act  amendatory  of  existing  laws  rel- 
ative to  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  and 

half  dime 1235 

Cokoek,  William  F.,  of  South  Carolina 1,  5 

Cole,  A.  H.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. « .  .462 

Collection  districts.    Bill  to  establish  Uie  collec- 
tion districts  of  Wisconsin,  and  declaring 

Green  bay  a  port  of  entry 102 

bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  create  ad-  I 
ditional  collection  districts  in  the  territory  of 

Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes 1378  j 

of  Puget  Sound.    (Set  Port  qf  Entry,) 
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Qpllins  line,  appropriation  to  ihe,  to  increase  the 
mail  service  between  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool  •. 1666.  1697, 1714, 1728, 1767, 

1768, 1777 
remarks  by —   , 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 1716, 

1718,  1720, 1724 

Mr.  Bell 1719 

Mr.  Bowie 1720 

Mr.  Brooks ^ 1730 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois. 1733 

Mr.  Clingman 1698, 1716,  1717, 1724 

Mr.  Dean 1714,  1734 

Mr.  Edgerton 1719,  1747 

Mr.  Evans T 1735 

Mr.  Ewing » 1729 

Mr.  Freeman 1717, 1718 

Mr.  Gentry 1697 

Mr.  Giddings 1746, 1747 

Mr.  Goodenow 1730 

Mr.  Houston 1746,  1747 

Mr.  Ingersoll .1721 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 1697 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Georgia 1730 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1721 

Mr,  Mason 1729 

Mr.  Meade 1699, 1723,  1724,  1734, 

1745,  1746 

Mr.  Millson 1714, 1723 

Mr.  McMullin 1715,  1732 

Mr.  Molony 1730, 1731 

Mr.  Nabers 1714,  1718 

Mr.  Olds 1733, 1746 

Mr.  Orr 1698,1734 

Mr.  Polk 1699, 1718 

Mr.  Robinson 1719, 1720 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 1715,  1722, 

1724, 1731,  1735 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 1717 

Mr.  Sweetser 1717, 1722 

Mr.  Sutherland 1721 

Mr.  Savage 1721 ,  1731 

Mr.  SacketL 1722 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ohio 1722, 1724 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Penn8ylvania.l729, 1731, 1747 

Mr.  Taylor 1716, 1734 

Mr.  Venable. 1735 

Mr.  Washburn. 1733 

Collision  of  steamers,  and  sail  vessels,  bill  pro- 
viding better  to  guard  against  the,   in  the 

ni^ht 1484 

Colonization  Society,  proposition  to  grant  the  use 

of  the  Hall  to  the 306 

Cottman,  Joseph  S.,  of  Maryland 1,  5,  651, 

941, 1257,  1456,  1507,  1659 

Commerce,  tk>mmittee  on. . « 47 

bills 266,  420,  422,  544,  1504 

discharged  from  subjects 266,  420,  1491 

reports » 266,  544 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to  the •  .210,  421 

debate  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee 

on 212 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 1181, 1558 

Commerce,  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of, 
on  Lake  Michigan,  within  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin  102,  285 

Commercial  statements,  proposition  to  pay  for 

printing • 1696 

Commissioner  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  appropri- 
ation for  the 894,  2281 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  a  bill 
to  authoriEe  the,  to  make  records  of  patents  for 
Virginia  militarjr  lands  in  certain  cases.  .2231 
Commissioner  to  China.     (See  China.) 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands.    (See  Sandtoieh  Isl- 
ands.) 
of  Public  Buildings,  communications  from  the, 

80,617 
Commission  under  the  Convention  with  Brazil, 

649,  650 
Commissioners,  Board  of.    (Se^  Claims.) 

Committees  to  wait  on  the  President. 10,  12 

standing J38,  47 

select 72,  153,  494,  1136,  1192,  2312 

on  the  Riiles 106 

of  Conference,  and  Reports,  by 776, 

2413,  2477,  2484,  2490,  2491,  2493,  2495 
Compacts  with  the  States.    (See  Percentage  Fund. ) 
Compensation .    (S*e  Members  qf  Omgress. ) 
extra.    (See  Clerks — En^ployees.) 
additional,  to  the  clerks  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments  •  •  •  .1677 

to  the  clerks  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  proposition  for  .1613, 1927 


t  Compensation- 
bill  to  provide.to  such  persons  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
receive  and  keep  the  public  money,  under  the 
fifteen  section  of  the  aa  of  the  6th  Au^st, 
1846,  for  additional  services  required  under 

that  act •, .289 

Compromise  question,  discussion  in  re^^ard  to  the 
action  of  the  Whig  and  Democratic  caucuses 

towards  the ^ 5 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  on  the, 

700 

remarks  by  Mr.  Clark • 700 

reso^tions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  In 

regard  to  the 531 

remarks  hy — 

Mr.  Giddings 531,  534,  535 

Mr.  Stanly 532,  533,  534,  535 

resolutions  of  the  L^islature  of  Connecticut,  in 

regard  to ^ 2110 

resolution  of  Mr.  Fitch,  declarative  of  the  final- 
ity of  the 659 

resolution  of  Mr.  Jackson,  in  relation  to  the, 

t  825, 976 

resolutions  offered  in  the  Congressional  caucuses 

relative  to  the 978 

resolution  of  Mr.  Hillyer  on  the 979 

remarks  in  relation  to  the,  and  the  Whig  Con- 
gressional caucus,  by — 

Mr.  CuUom 1379 

Mr.  Pitch 1385 

Mr.  Gentry 1386 

Mr.  Howard 1155 

Mr.  King  of  New  York 1378 

Conanl,  Artemas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 211, 

239,  1209 
Conference.    (See  Committees.)  * 
Conflagration.     (See  Library  of  Congreu.) 
Condensers  for  supplying  iresh  water  to  marine 
boilers,  proposed  authority  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Wavy  to  apply  them  to  all  steam  ves- 
sels in  the  Navy 2246,  2281,  2483 

Conger,  James  L.,  of  Michis:an 1, 

5,  121,  225.  285,  539,  5.53, 585, 594,  629.  685, 
686,  708, 724,  760. 843,981, 1257, 1316. 1474, 
1670,  1780,  1798.  2348,  2365,  2388,  2418 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  a  ca- 
nal around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary 2348 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1839, 

1840 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  appropriation 

to  pa^  for  the 2139 

Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix.     (See  Laws 

qf  Congress^ 
Congressional  Cfaucus.    (See  Caucus.) 
Conical  Ventilator.     (See  Espy.) 
Connecticut,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of. . .  .2110 
Constitution,  proposed  amendments  to.   (See  Sen- 
ators— President  and  Vice  President.) 
Consul,  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  thetinnual  salary 
of  the  American,  at  the  city  of  Amsterdam, 

421,  431,  2236 
Consuls,  American,  powers  and  duties  of.,,..  .446 
!  Consul.    (See  Spanish  Consul.) 
j  Contested    election    from    Pennsylvania — H.   B. 
Wright  vs.  H.  M.  Fuller — report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections  on  the 1169.  1300, 

1472.  1486.1544,  1552,  1596.   1599,  1613, 
1627,  1631,  1654.  1655.  1658.  1659,  2485 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ashe 1613,  1614.  1615 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine 1614,  1615 

proposition  to  pay  certain  expensefiof  the..2496 
Contested  Election.    Petition  of  A.  W.  Reynolds, 
of  New  Mexico,  contesting  the  seat  of  Rich- 
ard H.  Weighlman  as  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico. 706 

concerning  the 730,  738,  752 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Orr 759 

Mr.  Phelps 753,  759 

Mr.  Weightman 754,  759 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  appropriation 

to  pay  the 1692 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Houston 1692 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 1692,  1693 

Contingent  fund  of  the  House,  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, to  superintend  the  expenditures  out  of 

the 2138 

Contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  in  California  and 
Oregon,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Post- 
master General  to  legalize  certain. .  .127,  S66 
for  carrying  the  mail  to  Liverpool,  dkc. . . .  #505 
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CotvHilioii  wilh  Brazil.    (See  BraxUiim  IwUm- 

CiaTcne,  J.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1687 

Comjy  James,  with  drawal  of  the  papers  of  the 

Jiftre  of. .608 

a»fMr,  John  L.,  bUl  for  therdief  of..  .941,  1947 
CameaoD  of  the  reports  by  Mr.  Cliq|nnaii.l419, 

1794 
Ghwbi,  Thomas,  iriTestigation  proposed.    (See 

G^iaur  Clmm.) 
Cooaa^^  a  bill  to  facilitBte  the  attendance  of,  re- 
ikUflg  at  a  distance  from  the  capital,  by  class- 
ifyii^  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Coart.  .597 
Conoterfetting.     {Su  Land  Certificates.) 
Coorts,  bill  to  change  the  times  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  western 
district  of  Vir«:inia,  and  to  increase  the  salary 

of  the  judge  thereof. 29, 107,  267,  1545 

boBs  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  an  iftt  to 
provide  for  holdings  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disa- 
bility of  the  fudges  of  the  district-courts,  ap- 
proved July  29,  1850 49,  60, 

501,  590,  814,  898, 1299, 1483,  1492 

aa  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  district 

courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  western 

diwict  ofViririnta,  and  for  other  parpoBe8.501 

(See  JtuHciai  Distnets.) 

as  a^  concerning  the  sessions  of  the  courts  of 
tiie  United  States  in  the  district  of  Delaware, 

501,  1271 
an  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  United 

Stales  dirtrici  coart3  in  Alabama.. 551, 

1174.  1221 

bfil  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  an  additional 

term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 

for  the  district  of  Missouri 812 

cinadt  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  charges 

against  the « 985 

btQ  10  provide  for  the  holding  of  the  district 
comrt  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in  case  of 
the  lickness  or  disability  of  the  chief  justice 

of  the  circuit  couft 1483,  1492 

remarks  br^  Mr.  McLanahan 1483 

mpreme,  circuit,  and  district,  appropriations  to 

defray  the  expenses  of  the 1746 

amvopnation  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the. 2068 

C»ME  IndAna,  appropriation  for.  .870,  885,  1780 

•f9iopriation  for  balances  due  the,  for  dama- 

^  to  them  daring  the  wsr  with  Qreat  Britain , 

1780, 1839, 1843 
remaiki  by- 
Mr.  Fitch 1780,1798 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 1782,  1800 

Mr.  Mea4e 1782, 1783 

Mr.  PhtlM, t 1801 

Ccuaca'uii^Disinctof  Colunibia,  bill  to  amend 

an  act  for  the  ponwhrncnt  of. 60,  100, 

267,  im,  1595,  1612.  1630,  1665 

^gSioat  the  Umted  States,  bill  to  amend  an  act 

isoree^ectoa//r  to  provide  for  the  punishment 

of  certain,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 

Afirdi  5, 1825 , .  .675 

Crosby,  Orris,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  bill  for 

thereiiefof 80,  108.  126,  354 

Crosi,  Osbora,  of  the  United  States  Army,  bill  for 

the  rdief  of .420, 

650,1212,1221,  1222,1232 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bowie 1216 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 1223 

Mr.  Giddings 1222,  1223 

Mr.  Gorman 1215,  1216,  1217^ 

Mr.  Mace 1213, 1214,  1216  | 

Mr.  Morehcad 1215 

Mr.  Porter 1213,  1217  I 

Mr.  SacksU 1213, 

1214, 1215,  1216,  1217, 1222,  1223 

Mr.  Stuart 1223  ' 

Mr  Sweetser, 1213.  12H.  1215, 1222  ] 

Creecy ,  Colonel  Jnmes  R. ,  an  act  for  the  relief  of, 

1897 
Caba,  the  afiairs  of.     (See  Treaty.) 

the  law  of  domicil  in 153  ' 

Cuba,  the  policy  of  the  United  States  touching  the  ; 

Island  of 442 

Coban  prisoners,  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent in  relation  to  the 212, 1674  ; 

bin  for  the  relief  T»f  the  American  citizens  lately  ' 
iipprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  Q,ueen  of  | 

S^o, 224,  414.  419 

■ppropriation  forthereliefof  the  American  citi.  ' 
zens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  , 
Qacen  of  Spain 894  < 
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Cullom,  William, of  Tennesse 1, 5,  96,  266, 

1281,  1311, 1386,  1746 

resolution  by.' ; 1311 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 193 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  compromise  measure, 

and  the  position  of  parties,  dtc 1379 

remarks  of  a  personal  character  in  reply  to  Mr. 

Polk .2316,  2317 

Cumberland  Island.    (See  Dam.) 

Cumberland  road,  bill  ceding  to  the  State  of  Ohio 

the  unfinished  portion  ot  the .1174, 

1181,  1518,  1868,  1883 
Currency  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  small 

note ' 123,  422 

Curtis,  Carlton  B.,  of  Pennsylvania.  ...1,  5, 108, 
685,  692,  701,  708,  771,  812,  843,  900,  991, 
1044. 1127, 1205. 1211, 1212, 1516,2235, 2240 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1939 

Custom-houses,  appropriatioit  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  the  completion  and  erection  of 1748, 

1749,  1750,  1751,  1754,  1822 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brooks 1750 

Mr.  Disney 1750 

Mr.  Dunham 1748,  1749,  1750 

Mr.  Gorman 1748 

Mr.  Houston 1818, 1819,  1820,  1821 

Mr.  Howe,  Thomas  M 1750 

Mr.  Hunter 1749 

Mr.  McCorkle 1754 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky..  1819,  1820, 1821 

Mr.  Millson .1751 

Mr.  Phelps 1750 

Mr.  Washburn 1748 

Custom-house  at  New  Orleans,  proposition  to  re- 
peal a  clause  in  the  general  appropriation  bill 

m  relation  to 2191 

D. 
Dade,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  the  widow  of  the  late  Major 
T.  L.  Dade,of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

biU  for  the  relief  of 289 

Dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island,  bill  to 
provide  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of 

the,  in  the  Ohio  river 80, 108 

Daniel,  John  R.  J.,  of  North  Carolina 1,5, 

290,  296,  369,  370,  420,  431,  434,  501,  544, 
547,  550,^561,  568,  608,  616,  650,  683,  738, 
.  790,  791,  795,  948,  960,  962,  965,  986,  1034. 
1035,  1043,  1044,  1212,  1224,  1231,  1232, 
1234,  1298,  1506,  1509,  1561,  1586,  1612, 
1627,  1713,  1728.  1822,  1823,  1824,  1843, 
1926, 1927,  2015,  2051,  2127,  2355,  2388 

resolutions  by 442,  561, 1034 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  progress  and  prosecu- 
tion of  the  alphabetical  list  of  private  claims, 

140,  141 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Pen- 

dergrast 294,  297 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus 

A.  De  Russy 567 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S. 

Mathews  and  others 610 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 547 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wat- 
son  612,  614,  796, 798,  1041 

Darby,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 289 

Darly,  Johti  F.,  of  Missouri 115 

the  mileage  and  per  diem  of ^ 107 

Davis,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow  of  Daniel   W. 

Davis,  deceased 2385,  2410 

Davis,  John  G.,  of  Indiana 1,  5, 

80,  297,  446,  568,  585,  681,  664,  781,  1208, 
1257,  1321,  1532,  1656,  1766,  1776,   1777,' 

1883,  1884,  1898,  2195 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  for 

the  Springfield  andTerre  Haute  railroad.  1774 

Davis,  George  T.,  of  Massachusetts 1,5, 

217,  362,  417,  447,  640,  660,  671,  685,  717, 
724,  771,  919,  951,  1285,  1389,  1596,  1625, 
1627,  1654,  1687,  1855,  1883,  2496 
remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  touch- 
ins  coalitions  in  Massachusetts,  and  defensive 

of  Mr.  Webster 373 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1962 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 692 

Dawson,  John  L.,  of  Pennsylvania. . .  .1,  5,  127. 
307,  670,  716,  1004,  1051,  1114,  1210, 
1282,  1348,  1553,  2274,  2316,  2365,  2413 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum.     (See  Kentucky.) 

Dean,  Gilbert,  of  New  York 1,  5,  9, 

21,  174,  177.  353,  423,  424,  626,  636,  665, 
671,  962,  979,  1061,  1062,  1090, 1112, 1113, 
1127,  1150,  1153,  1155,  1173,  1205,  1851, 
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Dean,  Gilbert,  of  New  York— 

1394,  1396,  1458*,  1485,  1486,  1491,  1492, 
1509,  1512,  1529,  1534,  1536,  1557,  1585, 
1700,  1748,  1776,  1778,  1779,  1793,  1796, 
W23y  1854,  1998,  2001,  2002,  2072,  2138, 
2139,  2189,  2193,  2248,  2257,  2306,  2413, 

2483.  2485.  2491 

resolutions  by 225 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth. . . .  .176 
remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1714,  1734 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1946. 1968 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2245, 

2246.  2275 
remarks  in  relation  to  increased  pay  to  Govern- 
ment clerks 2165 

Dearmit.  J  ohn • 2012 

Debate,  propositions  to  close 144, 

146,  168,  345,  352,  369,  403,  458,  459,  478, 

535,  716,  723,  736,  770,  775.  778,  790,  927, 

1034,   1186,  1173,  1458»,  1459,  1662,  1779, 

1783,   1797,  1856,  1888,  2045.  2051,  2188, 

2206,  2220,  2241,  2306,  2315,  2362 

Debtors.     (See  Insolvent  Debtors.) 

Decisions  of  the  Speaker.     (See  Order,  quettkna 

of) 
Deficiency  estimates.    (See  Estimates.) 

Deficiency  bill 770,* 

775,  779,  783,  790,  800,  815,  834,  850,  867. 
885,  898,  1516, 1558,  1616,  1655,  1658,  1662, 
1665,  1675,  1689,  1714,   1728,  1761,   1766, 

1777,  1804,  1818,  1843,  1874 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 894 

Mr.  Brooks 805, 818,  819,  821,  851,  853 

Mr.  Chandler 779 

Mr.  Dunham .\  .  ..819,  853 

Mr.  Edgerton 1747 

Mr.  Evans 820,  850 

Mr.  Fitch 889,  898, 1819,  1843 

Mr.  Giddings 1746 

Mr.  Gorman 850 

Mr.  Houston 801,  815,  818,  819,  821, 

851,  853, 869, 870, 871, 888, 894, 8^8, 1680, 
1689,  1690,  1691,  1692,  1694,  1695,  1696 

•      Mr.  Howard 851 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 783,  818, 

819,  1746,  1753,  1754,  1805,  1819,  1843 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee 1843 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 853, 

1677,  1680,  1689,  1691,  1692,  1693,  1843 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1819 

Mr.  McCorkle 851, 1680,  1754 

Mr.  Olds 819,  821 

Mr.  Phelps 852,  871 

j^i*^  Sackett •.••• %,    ...    •  .871 

Mr.  SeymouV'oV  NeV  York.'.\V.\'.853Vi754 

Mr.  Sibley 1691,  1696,  1753 

Mr.  Stanly 894,  898,  1843 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky  .852, 853, 957,  1697 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania 1691, 1747 

Mr.  Woodward 894, 1754 

for  debate  on  various  propositions  to  amend  the, 
see  Indiana— Indian  Department—Public  Build- 
ings— Public  Grounds — Q^ttartermaster^s  De' 
parlment — Collins  Line — Custom  Houses — Dry- 
Dock  in  Caltfomia — Boundary,  Mexican. 
Delaware.     (See  Courts.) 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 834, 1516 

Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  appropriation  for  the  sur- 
vey of  the.. 2491 

Democratic  Review,  rules  in  relation  to  the  course 

of  the,  towards  presidential  candidates 710 

Deposits,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  deposit  with  the  several  States  the 
fourth  installment  of  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  directed  to  be  made  with  said  States  by 

the  act  of  June  23,  1836 780, 1523 

De  Russy,  Gustavus  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of .268 

567, 608, 1874 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bocock 567 

Mr.  Dawson 567 

Devlin,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of; 1849 

Dimmick,  Milo  M.,of  Pennsylvania..  .1,  5,  102, 
216,  800,  833,  1532, 1556,  1667, 1777.  2365, 

2385,2484 
remarks  concerning  the  reservation  claims  of 

the  Choctaw  Indians .2363,  2364 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2160 
Discipline  in  the  Navy.    (See  ^avy.) 

Disney,  David  T.,  of  Ohio 1,  5,  21, 

72,  108,  122,  126,  168,  281,  3.S4,  414,  441 
446,  45j6.  507.  575,  669,  699, 704, 1636, 1656, 
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Disney,  David  T.,  of  Ohio — 

1744,   1745,  1749,  1764,  1874,  1908,  1930, 
>     1931,  1970,  2168,  2228»  2235,  2300 

resolutions  by 306,  354,  443 

excused   from  service  on   the  Committee  on 

Elections 72 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 172 

remarlcs  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill . .  .316, 

317,320,321,411,413 
.  his  opinions  in  regard  to  abolitionism,  dc.  .453, 

456 
remarks  in  reg:ard  to  posting  the  army  on  the 

route  to  Oregon 519,  520 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 663 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Ter- 
ritories  1910 

remarks  on  the  harlior  bill .1901, 

1932,  1933,  1945, 1946, 1947,  1993 
remarks    on    the   appropriation    for    custom- 
houses  1750 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1283,  1312 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assign- 
ability of  land  warrants .456 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on 47 

resolution  of  instruction  to  the 123 

I^istrict  of  Columbia.     (See  Crimes,) 

Ditty,  John,  and  Joseph  lladaway,  withdrawal 

of  the  papers  of 266 

Dockery,  Alfred,  of  North  Carolina..  .1,  5,  1320 
remarks  concerning  the  proceedings  oC  the  W  his: 

Congressional  caucus 1386,  1387 

Documents.    (See  Binding,) 
Donations  of  land,  an  act  to  revive  for  a  limited 
time,  an  act  in  relation  to,  to  certain  persons 

in  the  State  of  Arkansas 1626 

Donelson  &  Armstrong,  joint  resolution  to  give 
the  printing  of  the  census  to.     (See  Censtts.) 

Doorkeeper,  the  election  of. 11 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 12,  57,  126 

proposition  for  the  appointment  of  an  assist- 
ant  126,  199 

Doty,  James  Duane,  of  Wisconsin 1, 

5.  29.  49,  60,  102,  107,  110,  216,  225.  281, 
285,  307,  446,  585,  601,  608,  617,  629,  665, 
673.  686.  693,  696.  708,  717,  738,  760,  771, 
781,  843,  859.  877,  900,  919,  983,  991. 1001, 
1096, 1107, 1108, 1562, 1563, 1626, 1631, 1884 
'  Downer,  Dr.  Avery,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of, 

505 
Douglas,  Judge,  remarks  in  relation  to  the  posi- 
tion, &c.,  of,  by — 

Mr.  Breckinridge 711,  712,  713, 714 

Mr.  Cullom 1382 

Mr.  Richardson.  ..710.712,  713,  714,  1382 

Duncan,  James  H.,  of  Massachusetts 1, 

5,  266,  281,  304, 343. 388, 502,  568,  612,  660, 
671,  738,  843  859,  1171,  1514,  1546,  1625, 
1674,  1813,  1836,  1857,  1858,  1869,  1870, 
1879,  1883,  1889,  1897,  1908,  1914,  1915, 
1925,  1926.  1962,  1964,  1995,  2018,  2123, 
2258,  2266,  2271,  2273,  2286,  2308,  2312, 
2315,  2318,  2342,  2345,  2352,  2353.  2356, 

2412,  2413,  2418,  2484 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  a  short  re- 
port of  the  Census 305 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill.  ...1906,  1962,  1963 
remarks  on  the  li^ht-house  appropriation  bill 
2318,  2319,  2320,  2321,  2322,  2350,  2351 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.. 2138 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol.731,  740,  741 

Dunham,  Cyrus  L.,  of  Indiana 1, 

5,  56,  109, 121,  122,  142,  143,  148,  149,  150, 
152.  195,  201,  224,  225,  239,  269,  271,  281, 
289,  336,  345,  369,  370,  414,  421,  423,  431, 
437,  466,  478,  479,  509.  523,  536,  608,  625, 
626,  627,  633,  635,  673,  716,  776,  777,  820, 
821,  852,  853,  856.  871,  888,  895,  951.  990, 
1003,  1059,  1089  1446*,  1507,  1508,  1793, 
1825,  1826,  1925,  1930,  2093,  2121,  2131, 
2162,  2191,  2210,  2280,  2281.  2285.  2286, 

2323,  2362,  2418 
remarks  in  regard  to  grants  of  lands  for  rail- 
roads, &c 75,  76 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Blod- 

get, * 237,238 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. 319, 321 
remarks  in  regard  to  posting  th6  army  on  the 

route  to  Oregon 517,  518 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill .1933,  1968 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  maps 
accompanying  the  report  of  Captain  Cram, 

2051 


Dunham,  Cyrus  L.,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. ., 819,  853 

remarks oti  the  appropriation  for  custom-houses, 

1748,  1749,  1750 
remarks  concerning  appropriation  for  contin- 
gencies in  the  Indian  Uepdrtment.. .  ,.*.  ..^7 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 

the  Library  of  Congress 852 

remarks   concerning  the  expenditures  in   the 

duartermaster's  Department 819,  835 

remarks  in  relation  to  appropriations  for  im- 
provements in  Washington *  .854 

remarks  on   the  bill   explanatory  of   the  act 

granting  bounty  land  warrants -. . .  .269, 

270,  273',  276,  287,  288,  334,  335,  537,  538 

539,  626.  635 
remarks    on    appropriations  in  the  deficiency 

bill  for  the  Indians 875,  876,  891,  892 

.  remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  .2264 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.. 1828 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  purchase  Wind- 
er's Building '. 2118 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  makihg  land 

warrants  assignable 467, 

482,  483,  484,  485,  498 

Dunning,  James,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 462 

Dudley,  Thomas  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .435, 

963,  964 

Durkee,  Charles,  of  Wisconsin 1,5, 

12,  60,  361,  502,  539,  553, 585,  640,  685, 912, 
983,  1054, 1210, 1321, 1816, 1828, 2122, 2227, 

2228,  2388 

his  vote  corrected 12 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1997 

personal  explanation  by,  in  regard  to  the  nar- 
ration of  an  affair  alleged  to  have  occurred  in 

Charleston 2227 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill..  1827 
Duties,  remission  of,  on  iron.     (See  Gasltm  and 
Raleigh  Railroad  Compantf — Jdonroe  Railroad 
Company — Railroad  Iron.) 
bill  for  the  remission  of,  on  certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 

1845 420 

(See  Lighl  DuHea.) 
abolition  of.     (See  Silk,) 
on  railroad  iron,  abolition  of.     (See  Railroad 
Iron.)                                            ^ 
Drawbacks,  bill  entitled  **  An  act  exten4ing  the 
like  privileges  to  those  conferred  by  the  act 
entitled  *  An  act  allowing  drawback  on  foreign 
merchandise  exported  in  original  packages  to 
Chihuahua  and  Santa  F£,  in  Mexico,  and  the 
British  North  American  Provinces  adjoining 
the  United  States,*  *'  approved  3d  of  March, 
1845,  to  foreign  merchandise  ex  ported  to  Mex- 
ico by  cer'ain  indicated  routes. 689, 1725, 2835 
(See  Botuted  Goods,) 
Dry-docks.     (See  Mival  Dry-docks.) 
floating,  in  California,  propositions  in  the  defi- 
ciency bill  in  regard  to 1675 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 1676 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee .1676 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 1675,  1676 

Dwellys,  WiUiam,  bill  for  the  reliefof. 436, 

963,  ^64 

Dwinell,  Rufus,  bill  for  the  reliefof. 290, 

r421,  640,  686,  707 
Eagle  Steamboat  Company,  bill  to  incorporate 

the 284 

Elastman,  Ben.  C,  of  Wisconsin ], 

102,  121,  211,  236,  237,  268,  285,  379,  4.36, 
610,  859,  900,  99Jf,  1044,  1052,  1146,  1159, 
1210,   1351,   1471,   1493,  1541,  1544,  1553, 

1586,  1631,  1767,  2320 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  preemp- 
tion to  settlers  on  the  Menomonee  purchase, 

1471,  1472 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1932 

Easton,  William  C,  an  act  for  the  relief  of ..  1235  i 

Edgerton,  Alfred  P.,  of  Ohio 1,  ' 

108,  120,  345,* 397,  4*23,  431,  435,  459,544,  ' 
553,  585,  601,  608,  609,  617,  640,  665,  675, 
692,  760,  812,  919,  938.  979,  980,  981,  982, 
983, 1107, 1755,  2020, 2244, 2273, 2280,  2282, 
2284,  2286,  2299,  2300,  2301,  2308,  2313, 
2342, 2353, 2385, 2386, 2414, 2418,  2480 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 

Everett 234 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. . .  .356 
remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1719,  1747 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1994  I 


Egerton,  Alfred  P.,  of  Ohio— 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

1747 

reinarks  on  the  bill  for  the  preservatioi^of  the 

lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  steamboats, 

2300,  2313,  2314,  2342,  2343 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  time  lor  the 

location  of  Virginia  jnilitary  land  warrants, 

2384 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  eoDtinu- 

ance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 743 

Edmundson,  Henry  A.,  of  Virginia *^  .1,660 

Elec^on  of  public  printer 2388 

Elections,  Committee  on. «47.  72,  96 

reso  utions  of  instruction  to  the 201,  306 

Elliott,  Theodore  E.,an  act  for  the  relief  of..  1458 
Ellis,  Giles  U.  (See  Cash,  Datid  C.) 
Emigrants  on  the  route  to  Oregon.  (See  Or^on.) 
Employees  about  the  House  of  Representatives, 
_  |[>roposition8  and  remarks  in  relation  to  ex- 
tra compensation  to. .2164, 

2190,  2480,  2485,  2496 

remarks  by  Mr.  Mason 2164 

Emigrants.     (See  West  Indies) 

Engraving,  Committee  on ; .47 

reports  from,  in  regard  to  the  engraving  of  cer- 
tain maps ....212,  443 

resolution  of  inatruction  to  the ^,50 

Einiries  of  public  land,  suspended,  an  act  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the 

provisions  of  an  act  relative  to 272, 

285,  421,  1779 
Entry  of  public  lands,  bill  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  the  location  of  military 
bounty  land  warrants,  and  the. .  .29,  59,  421 
of  public  land  in  the  State  of  Florida,  a  bill  to 

legalize  certain 272,  675,  1393, 1472 

Enrolled  Bills,  Committee  on 100 

reports  from 100, 354.  707,  781.  797, 

898,  926,  1004,  1050,  1209,  1393,  1491,  1492, 
1544, 1553, 1565, 1586, 1630, 1655, 16H1, 1735, 
2047, 2065, 2228, 2272, 2308, 2355, 23dd,  2409, 

2471 
Errors,  correction  of.     (See  £n(ry.) 

Errata 12,  31,  190. 

Ervin,  John,  an  act  to  confirm  the  claim  of,  to  a 

certain  tract  of  land  \n  the  Bastrop  claim. 547 

Espy,  James  P.,  appropriation  for  the  salary  of, 

2483,  2494 

Elspy's    conical   ventilator,  appropriation  for  the 

purchase  oi^  the  use  of,  for 'the  Navy  of  the 

United  States 2262 

Estimates,  Treasury,  the  delay  in  the  printing, 

&c.,  of. 80 

for  deficiencies  from  the  several  Departments, 

and  remarks  thereon 197,  271,  274,  277 

Estimates  of  Expenditure,  remarks  in  relation  to 

the,  by  Mr.  Brooks 805 

Estimates  of  appropriation,  appropriation  for  print- 
ing the 895 

Evans,  Alexander,  of  Maryland 1,  13,  14, 

21,  31/32,  47,  60,97, 100, 108,  109, 121, 122, 
126,  148,  149,  354.  377,  393,  404,  415,  417, 
442,  484,  496,  512,  547,  574.  575,  617.  633, 
635,  639,  770,  771,  820,  634,  894,  895,  938, 
939,  941,  1155,  1231,  1251,  1255,  1257,  1330, 
1350,  1351,  1472,  1484,  1485,  1514,  1515, 
1552,  1585,  1658,  1666,  1746,  1751,  1754, 
1947,  1996,  1997,  1999,  2000,  2001,  2045, 
2055,  2069,  2073,  2207,  2308,  2323,  2352, 

2410 

resoluUons  by 123,  937 

remarks  on  printing  the  report  on  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey   .31, 253,  254,  255 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
assiernment  of  bounty  land  warrants 56 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  Census 

printing  to  Donelson  &>  Armstrong 391, 

404,405 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  liberated  Cubpn  pris- 
oners  « 416,  417 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  maps  of  the 
Coast  Survey  report 444,  445 

remarks  in  regaro  to  posting  the  army  on  the 
route  to  Oregon . . . ; 518,  520,  521,  523 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage 571 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mitchell .547 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 
Navy 915.  916,  917 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  Patent 
Office  report,  concerning  the  public  printing 
generally 1254.  1255,    1?5 

remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  mail  routes .  1C6 
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EvuiSt  Alexander,  of  Maryland — 
resMLrks  on  the  additioruu  appropriation  to  the 

ColdM  4ine 1735 

rebuts  on  the  apprnnriation  ior  the  Sfiecial 

^enis  of  the  Post  Office  Department. . .  .HSl 

naarkson  the  bill  making  land  warrants  astifm- 

able 484.  496,  634,  635 

nemtk»  on  the  bill  for  the  support  of -the  mili- 
ary academy 3U44,  2045 »  2046 

reaarka  in  reemrd  to  constructive  mileage. 2046 

Ttmariis  on  the  deficiency  bill 820,  850 

ranarkaon  the  light- house  biil  in  relation  to  a 

reform  in  the  light-house  system 2318, 

2321,  2349,  2350,  2351 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill...  .2208 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heins  of  James 

Watson  for  certain  slaves 797|  798 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1314,  1331 

xemarka  conceming  the  expenditures  in   the 

duartermasler's  Department *  .820, 

838.  850,  851 
lemarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  the  Indians 873,  871 

r^sarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2276 

Rfliarks  on  the  i^eneral  appropriation  bill.. 2069 

Temarks  in  relation  to  light  duties... 2069.  2071 

'Erereu,  Edward,  laie  surj^eon  in  the  United  States 

Army,  biil  for  the  refief  of.  .*'. 211 

233,  239,  380,  391 
EzeestioDs,  public,  in  the  District  o    Columbia, 

bdl  to  prevent 1125,  1127 

Exiles.     (See  Httiigarian  ExUes.) 

Expetiditures  of  Government,  debate  in  relation 

to  the.     (See  (lumrUmuuter^s  Dfparimtnit.) 
Expenditures  in  the  State  Department,  committee 

on. 47 

Expcttditurea  in  the  Trea^  ury  Department,  com- 
mittee on 47 

Expen^tores  in  the  War  Department,  committee 

oe 47 

EKpeadtiures  in  the  tiKtj  Department,  commit- 
tee on 47 

ExpcitAhurea  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  com- 

nmteeon • 47 

Expendimres  ^n  the  Public  Buildings,  Committee 

on : 47 

Expenditures  of  Government,  remarks  in  relation 
to  the,  by — 

*    Mr.  Bmoka 805 

Mr.  Houston..; 815 

Mr.  Olds 819 

Expontsf  merchandise  to  Mexico.    (See  Draw- 

bmkt.) 
Extra  eoffipentation.     (Set  Employeef'^CUrkt  in 
the  uvml  Dtfmrtments.) 

Ewiof  ,PmWy,of  Kentucky 1,  691, 

IIS,  800,  877,  1124.  1173,  1182, 

\3I»,  \S5ft.  V908,  1996,  1997,  2415,2416 

remarks  en  the  reception  of  Rossuib...... .167 

renurfci  oa  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1638 

rtmarks  oo  thi  additional  appropriation  for  the 

CoBmtlme , 1729 

remarirs  on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh 

and  (Gascon  railroad .....691 

Ft^ntn^  Giuseppe,  a  joint  resolution  accepting 
frwp,  a  portrait  of  Henr^  Clay,  and  order- 
it^  it  to  be  placed  in  the  Library  of  Congrens, 

1595,  1630,  1665 
Palis  of  the  Ohio.    (See  Omal.) 
of  St.  Msrie.    (See  Cannl.) 

Fiafkner,  Charles,  of  Virrinia 1,  57, 

».  127,  144,  272,  284,  468.  502,  636.  640, 
760,  812.  883,  \m,  1015,  1257,  1376.  1377, 
1393,  1446,  1474,  1579,  1631,  1777,  1822, 
1889,  2041,  2047,  2127,  2207,  2477,   2495 

resolutions  bv. .....442 

renariis  oo  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. . .  .1451 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay ; .  .1641 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  to  Virffipia 

the  advances  made  to  troops 2123, 

2129,  2130 
rensarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  ..2201 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  ihe 

Q^oartermaater's  Department.' 843 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ...2122 

Fawns,  Jamea  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 435, 

963,964 

Fayetteville  and  Central  Plank  Road,  joint  reso- 

hitioa  grantini^  the  right  of  way  of  the,  1335 

Fws  of  clerks  in  the  United  States  courts,  call  for 

information  in  regard  to 371 

proposition  to  print  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
CoiDiiiici«» in  rcgwd to. *.'... r..536 


Fees  of  qierks  in  the  United  States  courts—  . 

bill  to  regulate  the,  and  costs  to  be  allowed 
clerks,  inarahals,  and  attorneys,  in  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  ol  the  United  Statef«,and  for 

other  purposes 422,  1484,2044, 

2051,  2064,  2111,  2123,  2156,  2185,  2195 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bowie 2111,  2158 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 2126 

Mr.  Haven 2113, 

2114,  2123,  2125,  2186,  2187 
Mr.  Letcher. .  ..2125,  2158, 2159,  2186,  Ulbl 

Mr.  McLanahan 422, 

2086,  2112,  2114,  2185,  2186,  2187 

Mr.  Meade 2112,  2126,  2156,  215d 

Mr.  Phelps 2u86 

M/.  Stephens  of  New  York J2123 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 2126,  2186 

Mr.  Woudwuud 2195 

PergU8on,  James,  the  surviving  partner  of  Fergu- 

suD  d.  Miihardo,  bill  for  the  relief  of 266, 

291,  296,  781 

Ficklin,  Orlando  B.,  of  Illinois 1,  14, 

29, 56,  58,  108,  109,  120,  1:21,  122, 126,  147, 
149,  158,  160,  168,  169,  171,  177.201,210. 
236,  253,  268,  269,  2U6,  402,  417,  421,  442, 
445,  446.  451,  50l,  502,  506,  601,  650,  6o6, 
687,  710,  716.  723,  736,  744,  752,  760,  843, 
844, 853, 857, 919, 983, 1125, 1127, 1170, 1181, 
1211,  1220,  1221,  1233,  1300,  145?»,  1563, 
1626,  1868,  1908,  2017,  2041,  2067,  2117, 
2122,  2124,  2134,  2192,  2216,  2228,  2230, 
2418,  2472,  2476,  2477,  24o5,  2495 

resolutions  by 422 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  coiainue  the 
workmeu  on  the  Capiiol 109,  110 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  assignability  of  land  warrants... 143 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  J.  Pender- 
grast 294 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Census 
Board 2133 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1182,  12e^ 

remarks  on  thegeoeial  appropriation  bill,  2093, 

2133 
Field,  Alexander  P.,  late  Secretary  of  Wisconsin 
Territory,  snd  sureties,  resolution  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of 462, 1612 

Fields,  £lizabeth  E.  V.,  widow  of  Captain  G.  P. 
Fields,  of  United  States  Army  .436, 964,  1299 

Finances,  the  report  on  the 212 

Fire,  sufferers  by.    (See  San  F«onct5ca.) 

Fitch,  Graham  N.,  of  Indiana 1, 

100,  197,  217,  242,  288,  289,  290.  315,  361, 
442,  500,  536,  570,  575,  585,  60l,  628,  636, 
651,  659,  660,  665.  670,  672,  736,  744,  778, 
868,  877,  885.  889,  894,  897.  898.  941.  981, 
1051,  1076.  1107,  1112,  1113,  1123,  1124, 
1149,  1150,  1212,  1297,  1340,  1346,  1389, 
1419,  1592,  1603,  1681,  1640,  1783,  1795, 
1798,  1801.  1822,  1832.  2047,  2138,  2168, 
2244,  2358,  2368,  2387.  2418,  2419 

resolutions  by 100,  659,  2418 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants 334.  538 

remarks  in  regard  to  mileage 578, 

579,  582,  584 

a  note  from 714 

remarks  pn  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing 1087, 1088,  1089.  1092 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 
Navy ^1139 

remarks  relative  to  the  fugitive  slave  law. .  .1383 

remarks  concerning  the  Presidency  and  theoprn 
ions  of  General  Scott 1385 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  copies  of  Dr. 
Owen's  Geological  Report..  • . « • 1694 

remarks  on  constructive  milea^ 2046 

remarks  on  deficiency  bill.. 889, 898,  1819,  1843 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  contingencies 
in  the  Indian  Department 686,  900 

reonarks  on  the  homestead  bill •  •  •  .699 

remarks  on  the 'resolution  !b  define  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  under 

instructions  of  the  Houtie 1341, 

1343,  1344.  1345,  1347 

remarks  on  appropriations  in.  the  deficiency  bill 
for  the  Indians 873,  874,  875,  885,  886 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Minmips. 

2358,  2359,  2360,  2366,  2367 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable   482,  499,  777 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  balances  due 
the  Creeks ^ 1780,1798 


Fitch,  Graham  N.,  of  Indiana —  ^ 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  Menoroo- 

nee  Indians 1798, 1799,  1802,  1818 

remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill. 1839,  1840 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  payment  of    . 
Indian  appropriations  directly  to  the  Indians, 

2368,  2369.  2370 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purohaae  of 

Winder's  Building 2119,  2121 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  hill.. 2097, 

2191 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafts  of  the  Indian 

Commissioners  in  California « « .889 

Fitspatrickt  Richfird,  withdrawal  of  the  papers 

of 523 

Flanagan,  Thomas|  withdrawal  of  tlie  papers  of, 

608 
Fletcher,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executors 

and  heirs  of. 268 

Fletcher,  Thomas,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  executors  and  heirs  of. 268,  293,  296,  1574 
Fleury,   Caroline   M.,   the   widow  of  Lewis  A.     , 
Fteury,  deceased,  appropriation  for  the  ppy* 

ment  of. 2162 

Flinn,  .William,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  .284 

Flinn,  Sarah,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 1234 

Florence,  Thomas  B. ,  of  Pennsylvania . .  1 .  28.  60, 
107,  108.  126,  211,  216,  297,  328,  417,  434, 
435,  523,  544,  551.  553,  575.  585,  594,  608, 
616,  028.  636,  640,  649,  651,  659,  664,  675, 
686,  693,  699,  701,  704,  7fJ8,  714,  717,  724, 
745,  843.  850,  877,  920,  927,  939,  940,  980, 
982,  983,  1004,  1(«4,  ll»54,  1061,  1062,  1063, 
low,  1096,  1113,  1114,  1140.  1198,  12U8, 
1221,  1284,  1297,  1298,  1315,  1317,  1319, 
1321,  1335,  1398.  1419,  1456,  1484,  1504, 
1507,  1516,  1592,  1595,  1596,  1604,  1681, 
1736,  1823,  1832,  1844,  1883,  1884,  1889, 
1927,  1987,  2015,  2017,  2093.  2094,  2162, 
2190,  2238,  2244,  2245,  2246.  2249,  2265, 

2278,  2477,  2479.  2485 

resolutions  bjr 107,  844,  1062 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  continue  the  work 

on  the  Capitol HO 

remarks  on  the  pr  ^position  to  give  the  ceneus 

printing  to  Donelson  db  Armstrong.  .404,405  • 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1068, 

1069,  1070, 1071,  1072, 1074,  1075, 1092 

remarks  on  the  appropriation   for  the  special 

agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department. .  .1753 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1997,  2000 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election 

of  printer 2024,  2025,  2028 

remarks  on   the  bill   for    the  relief  of  David 

Myerle .2217,  2218,  2219,  2223 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1319 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2264, 

2265,  2279,  2280 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2162 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol  • .  .731, 743 
Florida.     (See  £fiirteJi  o/ Land.) 

bill  to  authorize  and  require  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  of^  now  occupied  by 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes, 

272 
proposition  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of, 

for  advances  to  her  troops 2491 

Florida,  bill  granting  lands  to  the  Stale  of,  for  the 

construction  of  railroads,  viz: 

from  the  waters  of  the  Pensacola  Bay.  in 

Florida,  to  Montgomery,  in  the  Sraie  of 

Alabama, and  for  other  purposes.. 29,  59 

the  Florida,  Atlantic,  and  Gulf  Central 

Railroad 29,  1001,  1154 

for  the  conatruction  of  railroada  in  A  Inbama 

and.. 1512,  1.551,1556,  1558. 1791,  1793, 

1795,  1813,  1814,  1836,  19.37 

Florida  war,  remarks  on  the  coat  of  th^ 807 

Floyd,  John  G.,  of  New  York.  197, 568, 850,  981, 
1049,  1394.  1599,  1965, 1999,  2123,  2388 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1998 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 744 

Floyd,  George  R.  C,  laie  Secretary  of  Winc^n- 
sin  Territory,  and  sureties,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. 1942 

Floyd,  Sally  T.,  widow  of  (veorge  R.  C.  Floyd, 
late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  Uie  Army  of  the 

United  States 462 

Folders,  publi'*,  proposition  to  give  additional  ray 

to 2163 

Fonda,  Jellis,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  .833 
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Foreien  AfTaibi,  Oommittee  on 47 

,   discnarged  from  subjects 435 

resolutions  of  instrhetion  to  the 446 

Forney,  John  W.,  elected  Clerk 10 

Fortifications,  report  of  ^e  Secretary  of  War  in 
regard  to  the  system  of. 77 

remarks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Burt 77,  78,79 

Mr.  Cartter 78,  79 

Mr.  Clingman 78,  79,  80 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 78 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 77,  80 

bill  making  appropriation  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1853 205B,  3139,  2481,  9482 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 2482 

Mr.  Gorman 2482 

Mr.  Walsh 2482 

Fortification  bill , 2238,  2386 

Foundry.  (See  Jfolvmol  Fwundr^) 
Fowler,  Orin,  of  Massachusetts. . .  .1,  13,  47,  48, 
98, 123, 153. 154, 170. 174, 183,  197, 201, 212, 
217,  224,  233,  235.  236,  237,  238,  242,  284, 
390,  291,  292,  328,  361,397,401,421,441, 
442,  443.  4.51,  479,  499,500,561,570,575, 
585,  616,  623,  627,  629,  640.  649,  650,  659, 
66-2,  664,  671,  675,  685.  686,  687.  691,  693, 
699,  723,  737,  752,  775,  777,  814,  825.  834, 
850,  859,  870.  876.  895,  899,  909,  910,  926, 
939,  941,  949,  978,  979.  980,  982,  983,  1024, 
1075, 1140, 1153, 1157, 1159. 1181, 1198, 1212, 
liKJ4, 1231. 1234, 1238, 1247. 1271, 12^1, 1301, 
1311,1340, 1347.1362. 1377, 1378,1409. 1446, 

•  1451,  1448»,  1455*.  1459.  1471,  1485,  1487, 
1492, 1506. 1507, 1508, 1538,1562, 1563. 1566, 
1580, 1585. 1595. 1612. 1616, 1625, 1656. 1659. 
1662, 1663, 1665, 1672, 1674, 1681, 1687, 1688, 
1712, 1713. 1723, 1724, 1725, 1730, 1731, 1733, 
1744, 1782, 1783. 1797, 1805. 1806. 1819, 1823, 
1825, 1827. 1844, 1857, 1908,;i909, 1925,1926, 
1934. 1983, 1984, 2017, 2020, 2030, 2043, 2048, 
2054, 2122. 2127, 2128, 2139, 2189, 2197, 2198, 
2201.2210,2211,2212.2236,2241,2256,2257, 
2258. 2273, 2283, 2285,2286,  2299, 2301, 2856 

resolutions  by 11,  441,  442,  1377. 1844 

remarks  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucuses 
on  the  Compromise  measures 6,  7 

remarks  in  regard  to  mileage .571,  572 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1993 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rantoul 2142 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  .2189 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  increased  pay  to 

the  clerks 2165 

Franking  privilege,  proposed  extension  of..  .1713 

Franks,  Britain,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1629 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  letter  of. 562 

Franking  privilege,  call  concerning  the 1181 

Freeman,  John  D.,  of  Mississippi..  ..1,  102,  108, 
126,  284,  412,  454,  780,  804.  833,  948,  965, 
1854,  1063,  1095,  1169,  1170,  1247,  1271, 
1284, 1559, 1656, 1692, 1751, 1799, 1814. 2200 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1089, 

1090, 1094,  1095,  1096.  1111 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Mississippi 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Bran- 
don, Mississippi,  to  Montgomery,  in  Alaba- 
ma  1271 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line 1717,  1718 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1916,  1928,  1^29 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James  C. 
Watson  for  certain  slaves 1039 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .1283 

remarks  concerning  the  claims  of  the  Choctaw 

Indians 2356,  2357 

'    Friese,  Philip  C,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  1725 
Fugitive  slave  law,  remarks  in  regard  to  the,  by — 

Mr.  Cullom 1382,  1383 

Mr.  Fitch 1383 

Mr.  Qiddings 531,  534,  535 

Mr.  Stanly 532,  533,  534,  535,  1156 

concerning  the  opinions  of  Generals.  Scott  and 
Pierce  on  the. ...  J 1156 

concerning  a|)propriations  for  expenses  under 

the 1746 

FuDer,  Thomas  J.  D.,  of  Maine.  .1, 121. 123. 127. 
291,  292,  297,  304.  307,  390,  393,  423.  438. 
445,  464.  466.  546.  547.  551.  553,  575,  638, 
665, 723.  745,  800,  877.  900,  925,  1023,  1168. 
1170,  1234.  1238.  1253,  1616,  1749.  1797. 
1878, 1984,  2072,  2190,  2191,  2227,  2287 

jreflolntbns  by 307 
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Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.,  of  Maine- 
remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 

report ^ 244,  257 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Williams, 

Staples,  and  Williams 291 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable..........  500 

remarks  on  the  Pennsylvania  contested  election, 

1614, 1615 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1874, 

1905,   1916,   1929,   1931,  1940,  1943,  1944, 
1960,  1963,  1966,  1988,  1990, 1991 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 926 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  .2091 
remarks  on  the  bill  explanatory  of  the  bounty 

land  act 538,  625 

Fuller,  Henry  M.,  of  Pennsylvania 1, 

5.  102,  108,  127,  266,  290,  390,  451,  640, 

664,  779,  898,  983,  1234,  1457»,  1491,  1507, 

1553,  161«,   1625,  1814,  1910,  1912,  1972, 

1983,  2014,  2017,  2117,  2123.  2419 

resolutions  by  • 121,  154 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 191 

remarks  on  the  contested  election. .  .1614,  1615 

(See  CofUesUd  EUeelion.) 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  election  of 

a  public  printer SM)26 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 941 

Gaines,  J.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 710 

Gbllaway,  Alderman,  the  pay  due  to 201 

Ghilt,  Thomas  J. ,  proposition  for  extra  pay  to.2496 
Gralway,  Ireland,  man  line  to.    (See  MmIs.) 

Gamble,  James,  of  Pennsylvania 1,  664, 

1114,  1510,  2485,  2496 
Gbrdiner  claim,  and  Secretary  Corwin*s  connec- 
tion with  the,  proposition  for  the  appointment 
ofa  select  committee  to  investigate  the  .2301, 

2305,  2413 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Olds 2301.  2305 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 2304.  2305 

Mr.  John soiTof  Tennessee 2414 

Mr.  Gentry.. 2414 

select  committee  on  the 2305,  2312 

the  select  committee  on  the,  to  sit  during  the  re- 
cess of  Congress ~. .  .2418 

Gardiner  and  Hargous  claims,  call  upon  the  Pres- 
ident in  relation  to 1207,  1628 

Gardner,  Francis  P.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of..  .547 
Gas  Works,  Phikdelphia,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

trustees  of  the 544 

Gas,  Patrick,  bill  for  the  relief  of 423, 

964  1219  2286 

Gaylord,  James  M.,  of  Ohio h  109,  126, 153, 

397,  442,  459,  536,  601,  617,  635,  636,  650, 
745,  760,877,  95J,  1052,  1198,  1224,  1233. 
1238,  1257, 1284, 1316, 1844,2210.2236,  2281 
remarks  on  the  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  grant- 
ing bounty  land  warrants 537,  626 

General  Land  Office,  the  report  from  the. . .  .1472 
Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  of  Tennessee. . .  .1,  12,  97, 
169,  182,  239,  290,  649,  650,  660,  671,  673, 
674,  691,  696,  715,  737,  825,  834,  855,  895, 
976.  981.  982,  1386,  1515.  1553.  1.562,  1565, 
1743,  1745,  1755,  1795,  1819,  1839,  1924. 
1965,  1969,  2095,  2096,  2097,  2122,  2139, 
2168,  2190,  2192,  iJ388,  2414,  2416,  2417 

remarks  on  auestions  of  order. .. .  • 171 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth . . .  164, 166 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 

Roger  Jones « 290 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  salary  of 

territorial  oflioers 1237 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  Presidemsy,  the  com- 
promise measures.  General  Scott,  &c. . .  1385 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1643 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1697 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1915,  1968,  1969 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Census 

Board ^ 2133 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Gatdiner  claim.. 241 4 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Cluartermaster's  Department .836, 

837,  1839,  1841 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill. .  .2243 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafts  for  the  Indian 

commissioners  in  California .888,  889 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase 

of  Winder's  BuUding 2136 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill .  .2097, 

3122,  2133.  2136.  2163,  2189 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  pay  to  the 

clerks 2164,  2165,  2166,  2189 


Geological  report,  appropriation  to  pay  for  copies 
of  Dr.  Owen's 53^1693,1777 

remarks  by — 

•Mr.  Fitch 1694 

Mr.  Houston 1694 

Mr.  Lockhart 1693, 1694 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 1694 

Geological  survey.    (See  J^eto  Mexico.) 
Geoloncal  survey  in  Oregon,  proposition  to  pro> 

hibit  further % 1695 

Georgia,  resolutions  of  the  Lfcgidature  of,  on  is- 
tervention 443,  671 

provision  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the 

claims  of. .2480,  2491 

Giddings,  Joshua  R.,  of  ORio 1,9,  10, 29, 

32.  58. 120. 122, 168,  169.201,215,  240,  253, 
267,268,290,291,  293,  391,  415,  435.  441. 
451. 510. 5»1, 568,  616, 760, 1197, 1222, 1377, 
1388,  1410,  14|3,  1450,  1604,  1666.  1726, 
1794,  1797,   1828,  1907,  1910,  1911,  1924. 

2098, 2075 

his  proposition  to  amend  the  rules. 10 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 1^, 

178,  179, 187 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Er> 
erett i 233,234 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  interest  to  New 
Hampshire 292 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanoth 
Sampson.. 295 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill . .  .322. 

323,  324.  326, 327 

reniArks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  measures, 
and  Mr.  Stanly ^. . .  .531,  534,  535 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osbom 
Cross 1222, 1223 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line 1746, 1747 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1918,  1995 

remarks  on  deficiency  appropriation  bill  . .  1746 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 
officers 1413, 1414 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Menomo- 
nee  Indians. 1815 

remarks  on  thfe  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1804, 

1815,  1828, 1839 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties 2074 

Gideon,  Joseph,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 501 

Gideon,  Jacoo,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  .451 
Gilmore,Alfred,ofPenn8ylvania..l,  158,900, 1783 

Glynn,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1247 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  of  Indiana  ...  .1,  29,  57,  58. 
122,  123, 127.  180,  183,  196,  212.  258.  289, 
290.  401.  402,  405,  446,  506,  510,  519,  535. 
536,  638,  745,  771.  781,  800.  844,  877,  941, 
951,  960,  977,  978,  979,  981.  982,  985,  1001, 
1024,  1049.  1051,  1064.  1096,  1107,  1108, 
1113,  1123,  1124,  1125,  1126,  1127,  1156, 
1169,  1173,  1192,  1209,  1211,  1212,  1219. 
1222.  1232,  1247,  1251,  1252,  1253,  1255. 
1284,  1298,  1321,  1341,  1342,  1343,  1345, 
1348,  1410,  1415,  1450,  1492,  1504,  1507, 
1536,  1539,  1563,  1581,  1613,  1624,  1625, 
1735,  1745,  1748,  1792,  1793,  1794,  1795, 
1797,  1824,  2069,  2100,  2162,  2190,  2191, 
2192.  2206,  2210,  2211,  2410,  2471,  2496. 

resolutions  by 253,  536 

remarks  on  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  tbt 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. ......  .159 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  public 
printin^^ 210 

remarks  m  regard  to  printing  the  coast  survey 
report '257 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 

printing  to  Donelson  &  Armstroner 391, 

393,  394,  396,  403,  404,  405,  406,  407 

his  letter  in  regard  to  the  public  printing  and 
printer 370 

remarks  in  regard  to  posting  the  Army  on  the 
route  to  Oregon 512.  513.  514,  520 

remaiks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1057, 

1058,  1059,  1061,  1063,  1072.  1074,  1084, 
1085,  1088,  1090,  1095,  1108,  1110,  1112, 
1251,  1252,  1253,  1254,  1255,  1256,  1257. 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osbom 
Cross 1215,  1216,  1217 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  additional 
clerks  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New 
Mexico • .1446* 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  up  a  deficiency  in  a 
grant  to  Indiana  for  a  University 1540 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  coal  dep6t  at 
Key  West. 1748 
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Qornnii,  Willis  A.,  of  Indiana — 

nstftrkt  dn  the  defidencj  bill 850 

rcBsfci  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  dection  of 

pnflter„^bc 1778 

marks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  to  Berks 
ountf,  PennsylTsnia,  the  moneys,  &^,,  ad- 

faoced  to  volunteers 2130 

fsaarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  employment 

of  camcle  on  the  Plains v 3909  > 

rtinarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  custom- 
houses  ; 1748 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2482 

remarks  in  relation  to  expenditures  in  the  Gluar- 

terznaster's  Department 836, 

837,  840,  841,  850 
remaikfl  in  rdation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial 

elEcers • 1417 

remarks  in  relation  to  increased  pay  to  the 

derks. 2166 

Goodenow,  Robert,  of  Maine 1,  5,  80, 

121,  201,  239,  268,  294,  296,  307,  434,  435, 
443,  496,  523,  562,  593,  597,  636,  659,  660, 
«85,  6^,  699,  730.  744,  771,  781,  812,894, 
8B9, 1001, 1015, 1023,  1043,  1044, 1050, 1054, 
1064,  1152,  1153,  1171,  1210,  1216,  1220, 
1222,  1247,  1250,  1722,  1724,  1732,  1733, 
J855,  1995,  2074,  2094,  2121,  2209,  2211, 
S264,  S^l,  2353,  2388,  2477,  2484,  2485 

Ridations  by 443 

Fesarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 

Sampson 295,  296 

ranarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 

npnable 499 

vote  corrected \ .-•'730 

ztoarks  concerning  the  additional  appropriation ' 

to  the  Collins  line 1730 

maris  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2246 
femtrkr'on  the  appropriation  for  Commissioner 

10  the  Sandwich  Islands 2094   i 

Goodrich,  John  Z.,  of  Massachusetts 1,  397,   ; 

510,  1024, 1157, 1492, 1806,  2042  i 

rcMhtions  by 2481  jl 

Ooffdoo,  John,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  .510  '| 
Qlosibrenner,  A.  J.,  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms.ll' 
QoadcBhatteo,  bill  in  relation  to  acer|ain  lot  of  land 
in  town  of,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. . .  .211,  1681 
Gniaation  bill.     (See  PMic  Lands.) 
Ondct.    (See  Washington  City.) 
GmipQa,  an  act  to  amend  ancf  extend  the  provis- 
m  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
dtc  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers,  sea- 
Oeo,  and   marines    of  the   United    States 
sehooner,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 

■  Jotie  15, 1844 1458 

Qtant*s  channtl  through  Shell  Reef 507 

Ons^,  V)\U  ^irantiT^  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the 
Ti^t  tsf  wa^  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
to  aid  in  the  eoniiniction  of  a  railroad  from 
BMBnibal  to  8l  Joseph,  in  said  State ...  .11, 

55, 1504  I 
umarif  by—  { 

Mr.Biisai 77  ; 

Mr.  Donham .76  | 

Mr.  Ha/1 73,  76 

Mr.  Sweecser 75,  76 

bin  anting  the  right  of  wav  and  making  a  | 
grant  of  bnd  to  the  State  or  Missouri,  in  aid 
of  the  -construction  of  a  railroad  from  St. 
Louis  to  the  western  ftne  of  said  State.  11,  72 
tt  to  grant  the  right  of  way  and  alternate  sec- 
tions of  the  puolic  lands  to  the  Selma  and 
Gunter*B  Landing  railroad,  in  the  State  of 

Alabama 12, 108,  673,  704, 1629,  1652 

bin  to  grant  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  alternate  sec- 
tions of  the  pnbltc  land  to  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad,  in  the  States  of  Tennes- 
see, Mississippi,  and  Alabama 12,  108 

hill  granting  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  ac- 
tual seUlers 12,  29 

bin  mnting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
ofhray  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for  Che 
eoDstruction  of  a  ship-canal  around  the  Falls 

of  St.  Mary's,  in  said  State '.  .21,  59, 

121,  225,  437,^73,  2241,  2347,  2355 
(See  TeUrraphs.) 

bHI  providinir  for  a  ^nt  of  public  lands  to  the 
State  of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
rulroad  ftt»m  Dubuque  to  Keokuk,  and  from  | 
Davenport  to  Counca  Bluffs,  in  said  State  .29, 

56,  59,  950,  960,  1506 

remarks  by  Mr.  Henn 961 

bin  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a., 
gnnt  of  land  to  tl^  States  of  Florida  and  Al-  « 
Mhmn}m  Jq  toi  cftht  eonstmctiou  of  a  railroad, ; 


« 


Grants — 

^m  the  waters  of  the  Pensacola  bay,  in 
Florida,  to  Mom^mery,  in  the  State  of  Al- 
abama, and  for  other  purposes 29,  59 

bill  nuiking  a  grant  of  umcf  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  the  copper  mines, 
on  the  shore  of  Lcdce Superior,  to  Chicago.  .29 
bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
stri^ction  of  a  ittilroad  from  the  most  eligible 
point  on  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Falls  of  St. 

Anthony,  in  Minnesota  Territory 29 

*  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  throush,  and 
making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to,  the  State 
of  Arlainsas,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a 
railroaa  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  via  Little 
Rock,  to  Fulton,  on  the  Red  river,  and<from 
some  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  Ten-  j 
nessee,  via  Little  Rock,  to  Fort  Smith. . .  .29  i 
bill  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  grant  of  lands  { 
to  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  l 
University  under  ordinance  of  1787. .  .29,  58  i 
bill  to  grant  land  to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  | ' 

railroad 57  j ' 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  a  donation  of  public  ; 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Springfield,  in  Illinois,  via  Dan-  I 
ville,  Covington,  Crawfordsville,  Lebanon,  I 
and  Noblesville,  to  Andersontown,  in  Indi-  ,| 

ana 1653  • 

bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  nutke  a  grant  of  public 
lands  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  pur-  j' 
pose  of  constructing  niilroads  in  said  State,'*  i 

58,  1274  I 
bill  makii^  a  grant  of  land  to  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent 

insane 60, 126,  127,  224 

(See  Indiana.) 

bill  to  gnnt  land  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
the  military  road  from  Burlington  to  Fort  Des 

Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 80 

bill  to  equalize  the,  to  the  several  States 80 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  and  constmcting  a 
railroad  from  Brandon  to  the  eastern  boraer 
of  said  State,  in  the  direction  of  Montgomery, 

Alabama 102, 108, 1271 

remarks  by  Mr.  Freeman 1271 

Senate  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
land,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  con- 
structing a  railroad  from  Brandon  to  the  east- 
ern border  of  said  State,  in  the  direction  of 

Montgomery,  Alabama .289 

bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navi^tmn  of 
the  Fearl,  Big  Black,  and  Yazoo  rivers,  in 

said  State  of  Mississippi 102,  284 

bill  granting  the  ri^ht  of  way,  and  making  a 
donation  of  land,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  from  the 
northern  Kne  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  Ijake 

Superior 102,  285,  673 

bill  granting  certainlands  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  plank 
rond  from  Wisconsin  river  to  the  mouth  of 
Willo^  river,  on  Lake  St.  Croix. .  .102,  285 
bill  granting  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  Black  river 102,  285 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way,  and  making  a 
donatiop  of  land,  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Central  Rail- 
road  107 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  land  to  thrState  of  Alabama,  in 
aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 

Girard  to  Mobile  Bay 107,  1656,  1662 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Abercrombie 1656 

Mr.  Cobb 1658 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Georda 1657 

bill  granting  the  right  of^way  and  alternate  sec- 
tions of  <he  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, (br  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  rail- 
toad  from  Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river.  .108, 

224.  1235,  1239, 1457* 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  New  Orleans,  Louisi- 
ana, to  Jackson,  Mississippi 1 10, 

225,  1274 


Orants — ^" 

biU>  to  grant  certain  public  lands  to  the  State  of 
MiclUK&n,'to  aid  said  State  in  the  constrac- 
tion  of  the  Clinton  and  Calamazoo  canal.  .121 
bill  to  grant  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union 
the  proceeds  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
relief  and   support  of  the  indigent  insane 

therein 60,121. 

126, 127,  285, 1455*,  1527, 1534, 1926,  2228 
bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  fVom  the  - 
dty  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to 
the  northern  limits  of  said  State.  127, 285, 1516 
bill  to  grant  a  ri^ht  of  way  for  a  railroad  from 
Springfield,  Illinois,  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  via  La- 
fayette and  Delphi,  Indiana,  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  said  States  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  such  road .. . . « 183,  672 

bill  granting  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  St.  Louis  river  to 

St.  Paul,  on  the  Mississippi  river 200 

deficiency  of.    (See  Indiana.) 
bill  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Manitoowoc  to  the 

Mississippi  river 216 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  plank  or  other  road  from  the 
United  States  military  road,  between  Fort 
Howard  and  Fort  Crawford,  to  Fort  Wilkins, 

216 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  New  Albanv,  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, via  Mount  Qarmei,  on  the  Wabash  river, 

to  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois » .  .224 

bill  granting  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
souri the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from /St.  Louis,  Missouri,  via  Little 
Rock,  to  a  certain  point  on  Red  river,  near 
the  town  of  FuUerton,  in  Arkansss,  and  for 

branches  thereto 224,  J004;  2387 

bill  making  grants,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the 
Virginia  and  Tennessee*Railroad  Company, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  railroad  .224 
bill  granting  the  right  of  wfty  and  making  a 
grant  of  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Missis- 
sippi ana  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  c<>nstruction 
or  the  Memphis  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 224 
bill  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Kentucky,  to  aid  in  the  con* 

stniction  of  railroads  in  that  State 225 

bill  granting  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  making  a 
erant  of  lands,  in  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  Arkansas,  to  aid  in  the  con- 

strtiction  of  certain  railroads .2^ 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Maine, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  European 
and  North  American  Railway,  within  said 

State 258 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
^rant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  and  Ottawa  * 

railroad ,  Ac 1656, 

1897, 1898, 1908, 1958, 1982,  2011,2012 

billgranting  lands  to  the  several  States  of  the 

Union  for  theestablishment  of  a  permanent  and 

efficient  system  of  common  schools..  636. 650 

proposition  for  a  grant  of  land  to  Kentucky,  to 

construct  a  railroad  firom  Louisville  to  som/s 

point  on  the  Mississippi  river 673 

proposition  for  a  grant  oi  land  to  the  South  Car- 
olina and  Tennessee  railroad 673 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  aid  of  the  Hempfield  railroad 

company 717 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
to  aid  in  the  constructien  of  a  railroad  from 
Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  inter- 
sect the  Charleston,  Chattanooga,  and  Nnsh- 
ville  railroads,  in  Alabama. . .  .939,  948, 1652 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  publ^  Unds  to  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  the  falls  of  St.  Louis  river  to  St. 
Paul,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  .21,  949,  1409 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands,  for  making  the.  Florida,  At- 
lantic, and  Gnlf  Central  Railroad 29, 

1001,  1154 
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Grants — 

an  act  granting'  the  ri^ht  of  way  to  the  State  of 
Mitfsouri,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 

said  State 544,  594,  596,  597,  620,  630, 

669, 671,  1235, 1485, 1491, 1504, 1524, 1531 
i^maiks  i»y — 

Mr.  Bennett. 632,  633.  669 

Mr.  Ficklin 599 

Mr.  Moore  of  Louisiana 597 

Mr.  Orr 620 

Mr.  Phelps 620 

Mr.  Ranioul 597 

Mr.  Welch 623.630 

(See  Wisconsin.) 

an  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the 
right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
to  nid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  that 
State 1235, 1274 

an  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  unsold 
and  unappropriated  lands  remaining  in  that 
State 1235, 1653 

bill  to  erant  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
seven  nundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  Cape  Cod  branch 
railroad,  <&c 1257 

bin  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
of  way  and  a  poifiion  of  the  public  lands,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mil- 
waukie,  on  Saginaw  river,  to  Grand  Traversi* 
bay,  thence  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw..l507 

bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  ssid 
State 1508,  1511,  1544 

an  act  granting  the  right,  of  way  and  a  |»oriion 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Florida 
and  Alabama,  for  the  construction  of  certnin 

railroads  in  said  States 1512, 

1551,  1556,  1558,  1791,  1793,  1795, 1^^13, 

1814,  1836, 1937 

bill  of  Mr.  Bennett,  making  grants  of  land  to  the 
several  Suites  for  the  construction  of  railroads 

and  for  other  purposes 1536, 

1560,  1562,  1579,  1593;  1595.  1602,  1612, 
a  1616,  1624,  1266 

bill  to  erant  to  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands,  to  aid  the  said  Slates  in 
making  that  portion  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad, in  theStateof  Illinois,  lying  between 
'  the  Mitisissippi  and  Illinois  rivers,  tnj^  in  ex- 
tending said  road  from  Springfield,  Illinois, 
to  the  eastern  line  of  said  State,  and  thence 
through  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  to 
Toledo,  on  Lake  Erie 272,  284 

bill  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
aid  said  State  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  therein 284 

bills  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 

•  railroad  from  the  Wabash  to  the  Missouri 
river 284^  1001.  2389,  2411 

bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Manitoo  woe 
to  the  Mississippi  river. . . .  • 285 

bill  granting  a  quantity  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Wabash 297, 446 

further  time  to  select.     (See  Illinois.) 

bill  granting  to  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana 
the  right  of  way  for,  and  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  aid  in  the  consti;4iiction  of  a  rail- 
road f^om  Lafayette,  Indiana,  across  the 
Grand  Prairie,  via  Middleport,  to  La  Salle 
county,  Illinois 441,  672,  1274 

remarks  by  Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky. . .  .672 

bill  graniine  one  million  of  acres  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing t»^e  Pittahurg  and  Erie  Railroad  Company 
in  constructing  their  road 446,  650 

bill  to  erant  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
road from  Shawneeiown,  Illinois,  to  a  |>oint 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  city  of 
St.  Louis , 468 

bill  grantinsr  public  lands  to  the  Suiibury  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
aid'  in  the  construction  of  their  works,  and 
connect  the  Lake  trade  more  directly  with  the 
Atlantic* • 468 

bill  ffrantinff  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 


Terre  Haute,  or  some  other  point  on  the  In- 
dianapolis and  Terre  Haute  railroad,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  to  Springfield,  lllinoi3.  .568, 
1654.  1655,  1766,  1775, 1883,  1898 

remarks  by  Mr.  Davis  of  Indiana 1774 

Greek  House  of  Representatives,  documents  from 

the 8t» 

Green,  Frederick  W.,  of  Ohi^ .^.1,  281.  446, 

553,  575,  664,  671,  685,  760,  1159 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill .1943,  1993 

Green,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of....  .2308 
Green,  Benjamin  E.  and  Duff,  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  connection  of  the  former  with  the  non- 
payment of  the  Mexican  indemnity,  and  the 
proposals  of  the  latter  to  n^otiate  its  pay- 
ment, by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia. 338,  341,  342 

Mr.  Gray 341,  342,  357,  358,  505 

the  letters  of 341,  358 

Greene,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 289, 

544,  964, 1299,  2286 

Greer,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of 266, 

290.  296,  1472 

Greer.  Sylvanus,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1458 

Grey,  Ben  Edwardft,  of  Kentucky.. 1,  108,  225, 
505,  632,  673,  1114,  1687,  1788,  2013,  2017, 

2306,  2345 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Ko^uth 181 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill  and  in 

defense  of  Benjamin  E.  Green 341, 

342,  357,  358,  359 
remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  mail  routes .  1665 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Waahinsrton 

Castleton 2012,  2013 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1971 

remarks  on  the  bill  fortherelief  of  Washington 

Carlton 2282,  2283 

personal  explanation  in  relation  to  the  adjust- 
mentof  the  misunderstanding  between  Mesxrs. 

Polk  and  White ^  .2345 

Grey,  Lord,  the  circular  and  correspondence  of, 
in  r^ard  to  emigration  to  the  Briti)«h  Weat 

India  colonies 201,  271 

Grignon,  Charles  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .689 

Grow,Galusha  A.,  of  Pennsylvania..  1, 108,  345, 

407,  510,  670.  671.  781,  1004,  1140.  1198, 

1208,  1296,  1449*,  1487,  1492,  1603,  1655. 

1689 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 180 

remark.^  on  the  homestead  bill 926,  1318 

Guion  &.  McLaughlin,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  1458 
Gunter,  Charles  G.,  an  act  to  relinquish  the  rever- 
sionary interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  cer- 
tain reservation  therein  mentioned,  and  to  con- 
firm the  title  of,  tl^ereto ..  •  • 502 

H. 

Hale,  J.  W.,  appropriation  to  pay,  d^«. 1685, 1693 
Hall  of  Representauves,  proposition  to  refit.  .126 

1247,  1284,  1329,  1813 

Hall,  Willard  P.,  of  Missouri 1, 

10,  11,  14,  29,  55.  59,  80,  107,  121,  122,  141, 
160.  200,  209,  210,  224.  225,  241,  242,  266, 
420,  421,  435,  437,  462,  494,  495,  496,  500, 
531,  544,  547,  597,  623,  648,  660,  662.  672, 
673,  699.  704.  715.  816.  849.895,911,917, 
951. 965, 977. 980.''981, 1018, 1020. 1021 .  1023, 
1096, 1107. 1 125. 1126. 1139. 1154. 1155, 1168, 
1183. 1193, 1197, 1232, 1236, 1238, 12H4. 1315. 
1316. 1331. 1332. 1333. 1348. 1377, 1393, 1454, 
1455*,  1448*,  1456*.  1457*.  1469.  1472,  1484, 
1485, 1.VJ4, 1505, 1564, 1579,2189,2190,2218. 
2221 .  22,'>8, 2272, 2273. 2282, 23tK),  2368, 23«3, 
2384, 2385, 2400, 2410, 2415, 2419, 247 1 .  2478. 

2483,  2484,  2491 

resolutions  by..... )4.  844 

remarks  by 14,  644 

remarks  concerning  newspapers  for  members .  13 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  granting  land  to  Mis- 
souri, to  construct  a  railroad  from  Hannibal 

to  St.  Joseph .73,  76 

remarks  on  thejurisdiction  of  the  Committee  on 

the  Territories,  &c 200 

remarks  on  the  bill  to   pay  interest  to   New 

Hampshire ••' 292 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 

,     printing  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong 406 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage .572 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell .547,  548.  697.  698 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of 

Territorial  officers. .\  .1236 

remarks  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  public  lands  in  Oregon 1447* 


Hall,  Willard  P.,  of  Missouri— 

remsirks  on  the  bill  graniing  land  for  the  indis^ent 
insane... 1456* 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  Menomonee  pur- 
chase  .1471,  1472 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  t^a^i^rn- 
able 479,480 

remarks  on  bill  graniing  land  to  Missouri.  1485 

remarks  on  th^  Iowa  railroad  bill 1508 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  satisfaction  of  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants 1516 

remarks  on  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants.  1196, 

2383 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  allow  soldieru  of 
the  last  war  to  surrender  their  bounty  land 
warrants,  <fec 2272,  2273 

remarks  on 'the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Da\id  My- 
erle 2219,  2222,  2223,  2*224 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill.  1280,  J312,  1315 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 
Ctuartermaster's  Department 842 

remarks  on  appropriations  ii\  the  deficiency  hiH 
for  certain  Indiana 897 

remarks  on  the  proposition  that  all  moneys  ap- 
propriated to  the  Indians  shall  be  paid  to  theas 

directly 2369,  2370 

Hamilton,  Wm.  P.,  of  Maryland 1,29.80, 

238,  307.  390.  .568,  609,  640,  738.  800.  812, 
1051,1113,1155,1192,1232,1284,1330,1351, 
1484. 1544, 1,552. 1553. 1595. 1596. 1616. 1625, 
1627, 1653, 1655,  1672, 1748. 1792, 1814, 1«23, 
1843, 1858,1984,2012.2023.- 095.2162,2163, 
2168, 2189. 2208, 2230, 2231, 22.35, 2244, 2258. 
2273.2284,2308,2315,  2409,  2410,  2496 
Hamilton,  A.  Boyd,  proposition  to  pay  for  print- 
ing the  commercial  statement 1696 

Hammond,  Edward,  of  Maryland 1, 

120.  843,  978,  1883,  2471,  2484,  2495 

resolutions  by .212 

remarka  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coaat  Survey 
report  and  maps 255,  444 

remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  midi*hip- 

men  in  the  Navy 22^] 

Harbors  and  rivers,  debate  on  the  rflhti\  e  jun«- 
diction  of  the  Committees  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, and  Commerce,  over  the  subject  of  im- 
proving  ^ 214 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improvem<»nt 

of  certain 675, 

1566,  ia')8. 1870, 1888. 1889, 1899, 1915. 1927, 
1938. 1959, 1985, 2013, 2348, 2410, 2412, 2413 

remarka  by — 

Mr.  Appleton  of  Maine 1969,  1989 

Mr.  Appleton  of  Massachusetts 1992 

Mr.  Ashe 1970,  1998 

Mr.  Bahcock 1996 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 1963,  1998 

Mr.  Bissell 1905, 

1939,  1940,  1967,  1968, 1990 

Mr.  Bowie 1997 

Mr.  Brooks .1915,  1916.  im 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi.. y  . . .  .1907,  1945 

Mr.  Breckinridge 1964.  1965.  1969 

Mr.  Cabell  of  Florida.  1906, 1962, 1989,  1991 

Mr.  CampMl  of  Ohio .^. 2000 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois T. 1941, 

1947,  1962,  1965,  1966.  1988 

Mr.  Cartter '. .  .1940,  1971,  1999 

Mr.  Caakie 1905,  1963 

Mr.  Chandler 1987 

Mr.  Churchwell 1877. 

1906,  1907,  1960,  1961,  1962 

Mr.  Cleveland 1918.  1959 

Mr.  Clingman 1960,  1994 

Mr.  Cobb 1941,  1968 

Mr.  Curtis 19.^ 

Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts 1962 

Mr.  Dean 1946,  1968 

Mr.  Disnev 1901, 

1932,  1933,  1945,  1946,  1947.  1993 

Mr.  Duncan 1906,  1962.  1963 

Mr.  Dunham 1933,  1968 

Mr.  Durkee 1997 

Mr.  Eastman 1932 

Mr.  Edgerton 1994 

Mr.  Florence T 1997,  2<H)0 

Mr.  Floyd ^ 1998P 

Mr.  Fowler 1993 

Mr.  Freeman 1916,  1928.  1929 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine 1«74, 

1905,  1916.  1929.  1931.  1940,  1943,  1944, 
1960, 1963,  1966,  1988, 1990,  1991 
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Hiiben  and  rivero,  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  tiBorovement  of  certain — 
nnvkfl  by — 

Mr.  Gentry,  w 1916,  1968,  1969 

Mr.  Gitidings 1918,  1995 

Mr.  Green w 1943,  1993 

Mr.  Grey 1971 

Mr.  Hebard • 1944 

Mr.  Henn 1988 

Mr.  Howe,  John  W 1916 

Bdr.  Howard 1905, 

1964,  1965, 1986,  1993 

&Ir.  Johnson  of  GFeorgia 1904, 

1930,  1945,  1946,  1971 

Mr.  Jones  of  l^enneenee, 1962 

Mr.  Lane 1987 

Mr.  Mace 1940 

Mr.  MarUn 1991,  1998 

Mr.  Mason 1^47,  1948,  1971 

Mr.  Meade 1875, 

1876, 1877,  1878,  1906,  1919i  1947,  1948, 

19^,  1964,  1970 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky. . .  .•. 1933. 

1943.  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947,  1959,  I960, 

1970   1992   1996 
Mr.  McMullin  .1916, 1931,  1962^  1986!  1987 

Mr.  MeNair 1941 

Mr  Miller 1966.  1987 

Mr.  Millson 1B77,  1904, 1932 

Mr.  Molony 0899,  1943,  1967,  1991 

Mr.  Moore  of  Louisiana....  1872,  19»9,  1998 

Mr.  Parker  of  Indiana 1986 

Mr.  Polk 1999 

Mr.  Rich&rdson 1918, 

1965,1988,  1991,1996 

Mr.  Robinson 1929,  1966,  1967 

Mr.  Riddle 1942 

Mr.  Saekett. 1873, 

W14,  1944.  1995,  1996,  2000 

Mr.  SaTSire 1968,  1993,  1994,  1995 

Mr.  Scudder 1992,  1993 

Mr.  Scarry ". . . .  .1989 

Mr.  Seymoorof  New  York 1870, 

1814, 1875,  1876,  1877,  1901,  1905,  1907, 
1918, 1919,  1927,  1932,  1941,  1943,  1944, 
1945, 1946, 1960,  1965,  1966.  1967,  1969, 

1970,  1986,  1987,  1990 

Mr.  SiWey 1938 

Mr.  Skehon 1969 

Mr.  Smart 1990 

Mr.  Stanly 1875,  1876, 1969,  2000 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio 1942 

Mr.  Stration 1997 

Mr.  Stroiber 1962,  1963 

Mr.Staari. 1877,1878,  1995 

Mr.Ta^W 1874,  1875.  1878,  1931 

Mr.Ttiek 1942,1943.1992 

Mr.  Walbrid^ 1996 

Mr.Wakb 1907,1916, 

193J,  1942, 1944,  1945,  1961,  1964,  1966 

Mr.  Ward 1928, 1931,  194(r. 

1945,  J946,  1947,  1986,  1987,  1997,  1999 

Mr.  y«i«s 1916,  1943,  1947,  1987 

Hsiper,  Alexander,  of  Ohio 1, 197,  459, 

568,  575,  636,  675,  686,  717.  745.  760,  844. 

899,  991,  1240,  2030,  2168 

resolations  by 506,  850 

Harris,  Ishaia  0.,of  Tennei»see 1,  11, 

13,  21, 27^28,  49.  55,  56,  108,  110,  141,  143, 
144.  147.  t49,  170,  175,  211,235,236.242, 
867,  268,  272,  297,  355,  356,  379,  390,  391, 
410,  421,  4SQ,  423,  431,  432,  434,  435,  436, 
451,  458,  500,  5.37,  539,  574,  575,  597,  609, 
661,  674,  683,  686.  707.  710,  844,  868,  940, 
963, 1096,  1169.  1220. 1223. 1238, 1271, 1275, 
laSO,  1332,  1333,  1459,  1484,  1491,  1492, 
1505,  1510,  1511,  1513,  1514,  1515,  1524, 
1529.  1538,  1566,  1612,  1792,  1884,  1888, 
18^,  1919,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1984,  1985, 
9601,  2043,  2044,  2051,  ^3,  2113,  2195, 
2216,  2228,  2282,  2306,  2307,  2315,  2316, 
2347,  2416,  2418,  2496,    2497 

resotutioDS  by... 11,  458 

maarka  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucusses 

on  the  compromise  measures 8 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 

the  sssij^ment  of  bounty  land  warrants.  .56 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Blod- 

pet.. 237,239 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  publication 
of  the  laws  and  public  adrertisements  of  the 

United  Statcfi ' 464 

<he  card  of«  in  relation  to  tht  compromise  reso- 
hiiioiM r. 983 


Harris,  Isham  G.,  of  Tennessee — 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Seneca  In- 
dians, New  York^ 867,  868 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1333 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  464 

Harris,  Sampson  W.,  of  Alabama 1,  182 

Hart.  Emanuel  B.,  of  New  York 1,  9,  57, 

296,  388,  650,  660,  675,  713,  714,  780,  782, 
900.  990,  1212,  1220,  1221,  1231,  1330,  1349, 
1454,  1459,  1514,  1597,  1625,  1729,  1746, 
1767,  1797,  1805,  1822,  1887,  1924,  1959, 
1996,  2139,  2192,  2212,  2225,  2228,  2287, 
2313,  2368,  2388,  2409,  2411,  2412,  2478, 

2479,  2482,    2495 

Hart,  Monmouth  B.,  John  Kelly  and  William 

Close,  securities  of  the  late  Benjamin  F.  Hart, 

a  purser  in  the  United  States  Navy,  bill  for 

the  relief  of. 435,  963,  964.  2228 

Hascall,  Augustus  P.,  of  New  York 1,  80, 

ID9,  122,  127,  212,  216,-217,  225,  623,  636, 

660,665,  669.  675,  692,  704,  801,  L207,  1210, 

1233,  1247,  1321,  1388,T523,  2042 

Haven,  Solomon  (Jr.,  of  New  York... ... .  .1,  57, 

120,  122,  201,  217,  281,  424,  436,  437,  438, 
507,  512,  .523,  575.  669.  791,  868,  899,  900, 
911,  979,  1050. 1058,  1652,  1775,  1779,  1837, 
1885,  1886,  1887,  2029,  2207,  2208,  2313, 

2365,  2389 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 

printing  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong. ....  .406 

remarks  in  regard  to  posting  the  army  on  the 

•    route  to  Oregon.  ••>,..., 513 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut  Col. 

Mitchell . : 663 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing..  1059,  1060,  1061, 1085, 1086,  1095 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1641 

remarks  on  the  bill  providmg  for  the  election  of 

printer,  dbc 1778,2024,  2026,  2027, 2028 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, attorneys,  &c « 2113, 

2114,  2123.  2125,  2186,  2187 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refund  to  Virginia 

the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers 2129 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navv 2260,  2261 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Seneca  In- 
dians   867 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  in  the  deficiency 

bill  fur  various  Indian  tribes 896 

Haven,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Haws,  John  H.  H.,  of  New  York. . .  .1,  12,  121, 

123,601,  1321,  1947,2055 

his  vote  corrected 12 

Hazard,  William,  bill  authorizing  the  adjustment 

and  payment  of  the  claims  of. 2472 

Hazen,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 963,964 

Headd  of  Departments.  (See  Cfciiiw.) 
Hebard,  William,  of  Vermont,.. . .  .1,  5,  80,  122, 
199,  200,  237,  239,  291,  294,  297,  422,  431, 
483,  507,  531,  577,  630,  650,  660,  671,  673, 
697,  700.  701,  737,  738,  900,  1320,  1448*, 
1510,  1020,  2030,  2055,  2095,  2096,  2098, 
2122,  2133,  2137,  2192,  2198,  2276 

resolutions  by. 29,  122 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  interest  to  New 

Hampshire 292 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Pen- 

dergrast 297 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  cterk 

to  the  Naval  CommiUee 433 

remarks  in  regard  to  stationing  troops  on  the 

route  to  Oregon 509 

remarks  concerning  mileage 5€H} 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutennnt 

Colonel  Mitchell 697,  698 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  additional 
clerks  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New 

Mexico •  .'• 1445* 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1944 

^remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  surrender  of 

certain  land  warrants 2019,  2020 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  ^2(^5, 

2096 
remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  Tor  the 

bridges  over  the  Potomac 

Hendricks,  Thomas  A.,  of  Indiana..  .1,  121,  284, 
290,  553,  570,  571,  574,  575,  585,  493,  594, 
636,  783,  844,  937,  980,  1114,  1153,  1173, 
1238,  1457»,  1510,  1518,  1524,  1617,  1655, 
1662, -1681,  1700,  1748,  1836,  1959,  2012, 
2017,  2018,  2019,  2043,  2117,  2271,  2272. 

2282,  2409,  2412,  2413,  2472 


Hendricks,  Thoma^  A.,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  concerning  mileage 585,  590,  591    ' 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  certain  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812,  to  surrender  their  bounty 

land  warrants 2018. 2042 

Henn,  Bernhart,  of  lowq^  . .  .1 ,  29,  47, 48,  59, 60, 
102,  108,  211,  216,  224,  241,  285,  289,  290, 
328,  417,  421,  424,  438,  468/  485,  494,  510, 
523,  553,  585,  628,  636,  639,  651,  671,  6^6, 
760,  877,  919,  941,  950,  951,  960,  962,  981, 
982,  1001,  1127, 1205, 1221, 1257, 12H3, 1300, 
1320, 1330,  1335,  1351,  1415,  1449*,  1457% 
1491,  1506,  1518,  1553,  1560,  1586,  1666, 
1713,  1725,-1744,  1751,  1764,  1805,  1822, 
1836,  1841,  1856,  1858,  1859,  1869,  2017, 
2160,  2189,  2200,  2211,  2241,  2250,  2286, 
2300,  2301,  2312,  2313,  2314,  2315,  2323, 
2324,  2353,  2383,  2384,  2385,  2411,  2491, 

2493,  2496.  2497 

resolutions  by 59,  285 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  to  Iowa  the 

land  reserved  for  salt  sprinffis 949 

remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill 961 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department . . .  .1752 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  constriction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon 1397,  1398 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1988 

Herring,  G^ardner,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 211, 

235,  239 
Hetzel,  Mrs.  Margaret,  the  widow  and  adminis- 
tratrix of  A.   R.  Hetzel,   late  an   assistant 
quartermaster-  in  the  Army  of  the  United 

States 289,  2388,  2410 

Hobb9,Geor?e,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  1532 

Holladay,  AUx.  R.,. of  Virginia 1,  446,  2258 

Homesteads,  bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  com- 
merce arid  manufactures,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, *c.. .  .29,  58,  211,  225.  670,  674,  684, 
692,  707,  710,  723.814,  834,926,937,  940, 
951,  990,  1004,  1018.  1076, 1136,  1139, 1170, 
1173,  1181,  1198,   1207,   1210,  1275,  1311, 

1330,  1348 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allison :.,.. 1139, 1280 

Mr.  Averett 1018,  1019,  1312,  1320 

^     Mr.  Beale 1276 

Mr,  Brown  of  Mipsissippi 684 

926.  1207^  1280,  1317,  1332,  1333 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois  .  ..1279,  1318,  1334 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 684 

•    Mr.Cartter :...1281    , 

Mr.  Chandler 1021, 1282 

Mr.  Chastain 684 

Mr.  Churchwell 926 

Mr.  Clark ' 1282,  1313 

Mr.  Cleveland 951 

Mr.  Clingman -. 1281 

Mr.  Cobb 1334 

Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts 692 

Mr.  Disney 1283,  1312 

Mr.  Evans 1314, 1331 

Mr.  Picklin 1182,  1282 

Mr.  FHich 699 

Mr.  Florence .1319 

Mr.  Fowler 941 

Mr.  Freeman .1283 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine c .'..926 

Mr.  Grow 926,  1318 

Mr.  Hall 1280,  1312,  1315 

Mr.  Harris  of  Tennessee 1345 

Mr.  Houston. 1331 

Mr.  Howard... \ 1156,  1279,  1282,  1315 

Mr.  In^ersoll; 940 

Mr,  Johnson  of  Tennessee.  ..926.  1019,  1210 
1276,  1278,  1280,  1318,  1341, 134* 

Mr.  Letcher 1318 

Mr.  McMullin 1210,  1278,  1313 

Mr.  McNair 1313 

Mr.  Molony. 1170,  1283, 1315 

Mr.  Moore  of  Louisiana 1275 

Mr.  Morehend • 1316,  1335^ 

Mr.  Newton. , ....1139 

Mr.  Olds 685- 

Mr.  Parker  of  Indiana 1208,  1278,  1283 

Mr.  Porter 951 

Mr.  Rantoul 708 

^Mr.  Richardson. 710 

Mr.  Riddle 1139 

Mr.  Saekett . . .  1278,  1279,  1281,  1282,N316 

Mr.  Seymour,  of  New  York 1334 

Mr.  Skehon ^ .92^ 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia 131$ 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania. 12T8 
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Homestead,  bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  &c. — 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Sweeteer 1377 

Mr.  Walbridge 1317 

Mr.  Walsh 1210 

Mr.  Wilcox 707 

Mr.  Woodward 1314 

bill  to  encourage  agriculture,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.  462 

(See  Preemption,) 
Horses,  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of,  and  other  property  destroyed  in 
the  military  service  of  t^e  iJnited  States,  ap 

proved  March  3,  3849 49,  224 

Horsfly,  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  award 

to . . . :  r 1242 

Horsford,  Jerediah,  of  New  York..  .1,  109,  397, 

510,  1604,  1616,  1631 
HotcKkiss,  Gideon,  an  act  for  the  relief  of .  .1840 
House,  the  organization  of  th» 10 

the  hour  of  meeting 11,  1662,  1813,  2485 

Houston,  George  S.,  of  Alabama 1, 

13.  21,  28,  31,  32,  ^7.  73,  77,  80,  100,  121, 
126,  142,  150,  153,  209,  212,  214,  215,  224, 
233,  241,  266,  271,  272,  274,  275,  277,  281, 
284,  285,  286,  297,  315,  316,  320,  345,  352, 
353,  354^356,  361,  369,  370,  371,  377,  379, 
388,  401,  402,  410,  411,  414,  438,  442,  458, 
477,  497,  501,  505,  509,  510,  531,  535,  636, 
546,  547,  550,  551,  553,  561,  573,  594,  597, 
608,  617,  623,  626,  628,  633,  648,  671,  672, 
674,  683,  685,  686,  687,  689,  692,  699,  700, 
704,  707,  710,  716,  736,  737,  738,  752,  753, 
769,  770,  771,  775,  776,  777,  778,  779,  781, 
782,  783,  790,  800,  812,  814,  815,  829,  833, 
849,  850.  852,  867,  869,  871,  874,  877,,  885, 
894,  897,  898,  900,  912,  919,  937,  938,  948. 
949,  950,  951,  960,  982,  983,  985.  986,  990, 
1001,  1002,  1015,  1023,  1050,  1051,  1062, 
1075,  1076,  1107,  1108,  1123,  1124,  1125, 
1127,  1137,  1173,  1174,  1205,  1212,  1220, 
1233,  1234,  1235,  1247,  1248,  1251,  1297, 
1313,  1317,  1318,  1329,  1330,  1331,  1334, 
1340,  1344,  1348,  1349,  1351,  1378,  1388, 
1394,  1398,  1409,  1445^,  1448*,  1449»,1454i», 
1455»,  1456*,  1457*,  1459,  1473,  1486,  1491, 
1506,  1511,  1513,  1514,  1516,  1518,  1523, 
1524,  1529,  1531,  1536,  1540,  1553,  1558, 
1560,  1561,  1562,  1564,  1565,  1581,  1584, 
1596,  1597,  1599,  1603,  1604,  1626,  1627, 
1629,  1654,  1655,  1656,  1658,  1659,  1665, 
1674,  1675,  1680,  1681,  1687,  1689,  1693, 
1694,  1695,  1696,  1700,  1713,  1728,  1729, 
1733,  1743,  1745,  1746,  1747,  1748,  1749, 
1751,  1753,  1755,  1766,  1768,  1777,  1778. 
1779,  1780,  1783,  1792,  1796,  1797,  1798, 
1806,  1814,  1815,  1819,  1822,  1823,  1824, 
1825,  1827,  1831,  1832,  1836,  1838,  1839, 
1840,  1842,  1843,  1656,  1858,  1859,  1869, 
1870,  1879,  1886,  1888,  1889,  1908,  1925, 
1927,  1947,  1962,  1984,  1982,  1985,  2001, 
2014,  2017,  2026,  2043,  2044,  2045,  2047, 
2048,  2052,  2064,  2065,  2067,  2068,  2075, 
2090,  2093,  2094,  2095,  2099,  2097,  2110, 
2114,  2120,  2122,  2125,  2127,  2135,  2139, 
2159,  2162,  2168,  2188,  2191,  2192,  2193, 
2196,  2198,  2200,  2201,  2206,  2207,  2210, 
2211,  2212,  2217,  2225,  2230,  2235,  2236, 
2237,  2238,  2241,  2243,  2257,  2258.  2266, 
2273.  2276,  2278,  2281,  2284,  2285,  2286, 
2306,  2308,  2313,  2315,  2317,  2323,  2352, 
2356,  2361,  2362,  2370,  2385.  2386.  2387. 
2388,  2389.  2413.  2414.  2415,  2418,  2472, 
2477,  2479.  2480,  2481,  2482,  2491,  2493 

resolutions  by. ..73, 

100,  281,  345, 1662,  1838.  192^ 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia revenue  refunding  bill 101 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  public 
printing 209. 281 

remarks  m  regard  to  priDiing  the  Coast  Survey 
report ' 254,  255 

remarks  in  regard  to  deficiency  estimates..  .271 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  estimates 

fVom  the  Interior  Department 279, 

280.  316,  385,  387 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  215, 317 

remarks  on  the  Florida  railroad  bill 1002 

remarks  on  bill  making  appropriation  for  coeds 
-in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. . .  .1451  ,'1452 

remarks  on  the  invalid  pension  bill 1457* 

rtmarks  on  the  California  Mint  bill,  1584, 1585 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
CoUins  line 1746, 1747 


ti 


Houston,  Qeorgt  S.,  of  Alabama — 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  special 
agents  of  the  Posl  Office  Department. .  .1751 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mil- 
itary roads  in  Oregon 1395, 1396, 1397  | 

remarks  on  Military  Academy  bill 1857  i 

2044,  2045  \ 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  in  relation  to  the 
expenditures  in  the  Cluartermaster's  Depart-  I 

ment  and  other  propositions 801, 

815.  818,  819,  821,  851,  853,  869.  870,  871,  ' 
888.  894.  898,  1680,  1689,  1690,  1691,  1692,  ; 
1694,  1695,  1696,  1746,  1753.  1754.   1805.  1 

1819, 1843»  2216,  2282 
remarks  on  proposed  appropriation  to  North  | 
Carolina  for  aovances  and  supplies  to  vol  on-  ' 

teers .2128 

remarks  on  the  light-house  appropriation  bill. 

2318,  2319,  2320,  2321 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  appointing  , 

midshipmen  in  the  Navy &47,  2259 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh 

and  Gaston  Railroad  Company 689 

remarln  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2207, 

2208,  2210  : 
remarks  on  appropriation  for  custom-houses, 

1818,  1819, 1820, 1821  ! 
remarks  in  relation  to  contingencies  in  the  In- 
dian Department .' .  .887  j 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  contingent  expenses  , 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  entertainment  of  Kos- 
suth   1692 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Seneca 

Indians .^ 802 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1331 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  the 

Q,uarterroaster*s  Department 815, 

818,  819,  821,  822,  823, 624,  835,  842 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial 

officers 1411,  1448 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  repair  of 

the  various  public  buildings 855,  856 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  (he  deficiency  bill 

for  the  Indians.. 869,  871,  872,  873,  874,  885, 

886.  891,  693,  1754,  1618,2366.3367,2368 

remarks  concerning  the  Choctaw  claims.  .2356, 

2357,2358 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Commis- 
sioner to  China 2094 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Miami 

Indians 2358,  2359,  2360 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2242, 

2243,  2244,  2247,  2264,  2279.  2280 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill..  1825, 

1842 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill  .2066, 

2067,  2068,  2091,  2092,  2095,  2097,  2117, 

2118,  2127,  2128,  2133,  2136,  2160,  2161, 

2162,  2163,  2189 
remarks  on  the  a]  propriation  for  marine  hos- 
pitals  2092 

remarka  in  relation  to  the  drafts  of  the  Indian 

Commissioners  in  California 888 

How,  Thomas  Y.,  Jr.,  of  New  York 1, 

594,  617,  1998,  2123 

Howard,  Volney  E.,of  Texas ;.  .1, 

31,  59, 121,  507,  509,  510, 636,  660, 858,  877, 
926,  1112,  1140,  1155,  1181,  1224,  1238, 
1595,  1655,  1659,  1665,  1679,  1690,  1725, 
1869,  1870,  1879,  1883,  2044,  2051,  2135, 
2211,  2230,  2231,  2301,  2323,  2418 

resolutions  by •  .506 

remarks  in  regard  to  stationing  troops  on  the 

route  to  Oregon 509,  510,  523,  1822 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  measures, 
the  Whig  caucus,  and  General  Scott. .  •  .1155. 

1158 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  to  New  Mexico 

certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Santa  F€ 1455 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

Territories 1911, 1912,  1913.  1914 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1905, 

1964, 1965,  1986,  1993 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 851 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  boundary 

line 2135 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill,  2320. 2322, 2323 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1155, 

1279,  1282,  1315 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 
son  566 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Gluartermaster*8  Department. . ..": 823, 

j  824,851 


Howard,  Voiney  E.,  of  Texas— 
remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill, 

for  the  Indians 872,  873 

Howard,  G.  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..1235 

Howe,  J.  W.,  of  Pennsylvania. 10, 

56,  80,  102,  123. 154,  183, 293,  294,  295,  296, 
307,  353,  397,  417,  433,  437,  438,  443,  459, 
524,  544,  jSOl,  616,  650,  660,  671.  920,  964, 
980.  1034.  1061.  1208,  1224,  1301.  1492, 
1506,  1515,  1523,  1524,  1580,  1653,  1662. 
1915.  1959,  2048.  2068.  2224.  2317,  2355, 
2384.  2385,  2417,  2477,  2496,  2497 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill «^916 

rem'arks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 

Myerle 2016,  2017 

remarks  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James  Wat- 
son for  certain  slaves 615,  1041 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  ..2052 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  J. 483,  486 

Howe,  Thomas  M.,  of  Pennsylvania 1, 

102.  120,  260,  328.  362.  388,  395,  44^,  468. 

693.  701.  708,  717,  760,  843,  900,  919,  1096, 

1127,   ftOO,   1515,   1580,'  1581,  1688,   1700. 

2017.  2122.  2168. 2206.  2216*  2384 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  custom-houses, 

1750 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  marine  hos- 
pitals  2693 

Hibbard.  Harry,  of  New  Hampshire 1,5, 

12.  80.  100, 101.  210.  216,217,284,  403,  413, 
455,  459,  536,  594,  636.  640,  672,  690,  781, 
782,  655.  868.  871,  869.  898,900,979,  981, 
1003,  1051,  1221,  1234,  1238,  1271,  1300, 
1311,  1378,  1459,  1491,  1492».  1504,  1505, 
1506,   1514,  1515,  1586,  2258,  2280.   2281, 

2365,    2412 

resolutions  by 11 ,  12 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  ths  Cali- 
fornia revenue  refunding  bill 102 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  reiund  to  Alaba- 
ma the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers.. 2128, 

2129 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 

the  various  public  buildin^pi 656,  857 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bi/i 

for  the  Indians 874,  891,  892,  893 

remarks  concerning  the  reservation  claims  of  the 

Choctaw  Indians 2363.  2364 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2277, 

2279 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ..2128. 

2129,  2160 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafls  of  the  Indian 

Commissioners  in  California 888,  ^99 

HiUyer,  Junius,  of  Georgia 1,  770. 

976.  977,  978,  979,  983,  1449 
Hinds,  Lieut.  Bartlett,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of. 423,  650,  964,  1217,  1299,  2014 

Huehes,  Cornelius,  of  Tennessee,  bill  for  the  relief 

of. .268,609,649 

Humphreys,  Gad,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. .  •  .1458 
Hunfrarian  exiles,  joint  resolution  to  grant  land  to 

the 122 

joint  resolutions  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
certain,  now  in  New  York,  many  of  whom 
are  believed  to  be  in  danger  of  flying  of  starv- 
ation, and  the  inclemency  of  the  season.  .253 
(See  Kossuth.) 
Hunnicut,  John.  (See  Compefuation.) 
Hunter,  CharlesG.,bai  for  the  relief  of,  1231, 1256 

Hunter,  William  P.,  of  Ohio 1,  8. 

107.  110.  126.  291,  292,  417,  434,  628,  632, 

635,  877,  1004.  1055,  1170,  1182, 1183,  1514, 

1532,  1553,  1562,  1580,  1659,  1689,  1749. 

1768,  1836,  1869,  1934,  1968,  2019 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  J.  Pen- 

dergrast • .  .294 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. . .  .324 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  copies  of  Dr. 

Owen's  geological  report 1694 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  surrender  of 

certain  bounty  land  warrants • .  .2019 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  custom*  booses, 

1749 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of"  John  Jack- 
son   565 

Indemnity.  (Se^  Mexican  Indetnniitf — Spanish  Sub- 
jects.) 
Indiana,  bill  ceding  to  the  State  of,  all  the  public 

lands  within  said  State -80 

joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature'of 477, 

781,  1321, 1612 
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bS  to  cnahle  the  Legislature  of,  to  drnpoRe  of 

1^  unsnfd  saliiie  l«iiid«  tn 15U7,  1G81 

^  enritled  **An  act  lo  supply  a  deticieney  u» 
t^  StAte  of  Indiana  in  a  lownahifi  of  land 
£Tnnted  to  aanl  State  for  the  use  of  a  State 
Univewty,  by  an  act  of  Cdneresa  approved 

13  b  April.  1816" 1539,  1540. 1681 

bcU  to  auttpiy  a  deficiency  in  the  ^rant  of  lands 
10  the  Stale  of,  for  the  benefit  r/  the  State  Uni- 
versity, under  the  ordinance  of  1787 29, 

58,  1504 

faflls  gTaminii:  lands  Co,  for  the  eonstruetion  of 

railroads,  viz: 

from  SpringftHd,  in  Illinois,  via  Danville, 

Covington,  Crawfordville,  Lebanon,  nnd 

Noblf^ville,  to  Andersontown,  in..  1653 

from  Spnnfrfield,  Illinois,  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 

via  Lafayette  and  Delphi,  in ... .  Icl3,  672 

from   New  Albany,  in   the  State  of,  via 

Movnt  Garmel  and  the  Wabash  river,  to 

Alton,  in  Illinois 224 

for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  in  lllinnin, 
and  f«)r  extending  said  road  from  Spring- 
field, lUinoia,  to  the  eastern  line'of  said 
Slate,  and  thence  through  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Ohio,  to  Toledo,  on  Lnkf" 

Erie .^ 272,  984 

lor  a  railroad  from  Lafayette^  Indiana,  across 
the  Grand  Prairie,  via  M iddlepori,  to  Laoalle 

county,  IlHnois 441 ,  672,  1274 

for  tfie  eonfitmetion  of  a  railroad  from  Terre 
Haute,  or  some  other  point  on  the  Indianap- 
alia  and  Terre  Haute  railroad,  in  the  Stale  of 

Indiana,  to  Sorrnefif'ld ,  lllinom 568, 

1654,  1655,  1766,  1775,  1883,  1898 
ISiams,  bills  making  grants  of  land,  &«.?to,  for 
nilroads,  viz: 

for  a  railroad  from  Spring6eld,  Illinois,  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  via  Laiiiyette  and  Delphi,  Indiana, 

183,672 

for  a  railroad  from  New  Albany,  in  the  S'aie  of 

Isdtana.  via  Mount  Carmel,  on  the  WabHah 

river,  to  Alton,  in 224 

for  the  Northern  Croaa  railroad,  in,  and  extend- 
ing aaid  mad  from  Springfield,  in,  to  the  east- 
ern line  of  sard  State;  and  thence  through  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  to  Toledo,  on 

Lake  Brie 272,  284 

fetibe  canslruction  of  a  railroad  from  Lafay- 
cttp,  Indiana,  across  tha.  Grand  Prairie,  via 
Muidleport,  to  Laaalle  county,  Illinnia.  .441, 

672*1274 

for  i>ie  constraction  of  a  railroad  from  Shaw- 

nwiowu,  lUtnois,  to  a  point  on  the  MissiH- 

aip^i  rivec  opposite  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 468 

tn  ad  \o  sodicmze  the  State  of,  to  select  the 

resWue  of  iht  Unds  to  which  she  ia  entitled 

ODderiheact  of  the  2d  of  March,  1827,  grant- 

fn^fands  fos/tf  rfaat  State  ]n  opening  a  canal 

to  eomiff^  the  varers  of  the  Illijpois  river  with 

Chose  of  Lake  Michigan 355,  462 

llZiBots  rivtr,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

improfement  of  the  navigation  of  the. .  .110, 

,  284,  1779 

fmponation  of  slaves.     (See  Slaves.) 

Jodiaaa  Central  railroad,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the, 

.  1662 

Indian  Affairs^  Committee  on 47 

ladian  AUsirs,  Superintendent  of^  in  California, 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a, 

501,663 
ladian  commissioners  in  California,  appropriation 
is  deficiency  bill  to  meet  the  drafts  of  ilie. .  .888 
remarks  by-^ 

Mr.  ritch •  .  .889 

Mr.  Geoiry 888,  889 

Mr.  HiUbard 888.  8f<9 

Mr.  Houston 888 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 888,  8>59,  b90 

Mr.  McCorkle 888,  890 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tenuefisee 890 

Mr.  W«Ish. 889,  890 

ladian  Department,  appropriation  in  the  deficiency 

bill  for  contingencies  for  the 886,  900 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Dunham 887 

Mr.  Fitch H87 

Mr.  Moustofi 887 

Johnson  of  Arkansas 887 

ladian  Department,  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  and' contingent  expenses  of  the, 
aad  for  ialfilliag  treaty  stipulationa  with  the 

32d  CwQacss^-rlsT  Sssmoh* 


various   Indian   tribes  for  the  year  en^'in-? 

June  30,  1853 2119.  1487. 

1492,   I5:>6,  1540.  1545,  l.'iSS,   1557,   1561, 
1565,  1768,  1779,  1780.  1796,  1804.   1824, 

1839;  2196.  2413,  2477 

Indian  depredations  in  New  Mexico,  appropri- 
ation for  the  payment  of  losses  by 2161 

Indian  hostilities.    (See  Cal^ondu.) 

Indian  lands  on  Lake  Pepin  in  Minnesota  Terri- 
ritory,  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the 
half-breed  tract 1631 

Indian  statistics,  appropriation  for  continuing  the 

collection  of,  and  debate  thereon 875 

appropriation  for  binding  the,  and  distributing- 
among  the  members 676 

Ipdian' trihci^  and  Indian  agents  in  Oregon,  ap 
propriation  for 690,  893 

Indian  Tribes,  History  of  the  Proereea  nnd  Con- 
dition of  the,appropriationf  or  work  on..  .871 

Indians,  appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill  for 

the  various  tri  »es.  Indian  agents,  &^c. . .  .857, 

869,  870, 871 ,  885, 890. 893,  1680, 1689, 1690, 

1753.  1767,  1798,  1821,  2356,  2386,  2413 

remarks  »»y — 

Mr.  Bissell 2365 

Mr.  Brooks 871,  872 

Mr.  Cleveland 877 

Mr.  Clinffman 2366 

Mr.  Dunham 875,  876.  891,  892 

Mr.  Evans *.  .873.  H74 

Mr.  Pitch. 873,  874,  875.  885,  886 

M  r.  Hall 897 

Mr.  Haven 896 

Mr.  Hibbard 874,  891.  892,  893 

Mr.  Houston.  .869,  871.  872.  873.  874,  8>5, 
886.  891.  893, 1754, 1818, 2366,  2367,  236*8 

Mr.  H  owanl 872,  873 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas. 857, 

858,  859,  869,  870,  871.  872,  873.  874.875, 
876.  877,  885,  886.  890,  891,  893,  1754. 1767. 

2367.  2368 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee. 87U,  872,  886 

Mr.  Lane b91.  892 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 872,  875 

Mr  Phelps. . .  „ 858,  859,  870,  871 

Mr.  Polk 893,894 

Mr.  Sackett JS13 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 896.  1754 

Mr.  Stanly 892,  893.  894 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 876, 892 

Mr.  Walsh 896,  897 

Mr.  Ward 896 

Mr.  Woodward. 896,897,  1754 

Mr.  Venablie 876.  896,  897 

appropriations  in  the  Indian  bill   for  various 

tribes  of  Indians 1804, 1815 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 1841 

^     Mr.  Conger 1839.  1840 

Mr.  Dunham 1828 

Mr.  Durkee 1827 

Mr.  Fitch 1839. 1840 

•      Mr.  Gwldings .-..1804,1815,  1828,  1«39 

Mr.  Houston , 1825, 1842 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 1«04,  1815. 

1824,  1825.  1826.  1829, 1840.  1»41, 1842 

Mr.  Johiiaon  of  Georgia 1828 

Mr.  Jones .' 1827 

Mr.  Phelps 1824,  1825.  1826.  1839 

Mr.  Sibley 1826.  1827 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio. 1829 

Mr.  Venable - 18£8 

(For  remarks  on  various  propnaii ions  connected 
with  the, '  see  CfUckaaaw  Indians — Creeks — 
Menomonees — Shmeuees.) 

Indians  in  California,  appropriation  for 1680 

Indians,  proposition  that  appropriations  for  the, 

be  paid  directly  to  them 868, 

895,  896,  900,  2368,  2386 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Fiieh 2368.  2369,  2370 

Mr.  Hall 2369,  2370 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 2369 

Mr.  Orr 2369 

Mr.  Venable 2369 

Indians,  Seneca,  of  New  York,  appropriaiiona 

Ibr 801 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Harris  of  Tennessee 867.  868 

Mr.  Haven 867 

Mr.  Houston .' 802 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 801.  8  2 

Indigent  insane,  appropriation  for. . « 2133 

Ipduatnat  Coogrea«»  memorial  of  the 60 
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Industrial  Exhibition  in  London  . . .' 420 

Ingeraoll,  C<»Iin  M.,  of  Connecticut .-. . .  .1, 

301,  217.  296,  »»4.  307,  506,  629.  64U.  670, 
900,  1351.  1626. 1751. 21 10,  5:342 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuih 164 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  a  Bhi>rt  re* 

port  of  the  census ..304 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line  of  steamers .1731 

remarks  on  the  light-house  appropriation  bill, 

2319 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 940 

proposition  to  pay  a  balance  to 2085 

Insane,  indigent,  bill  making  grants  of  land  to  the 
several  States  of  the  Union,  for  the  benefit  of 

the. 60, 121,  126, 

127,  224.  285,  1455»,  1527.  1534, 1926,  2228 
Insane  in  the  Diainct  of  Columbia,  proposition  to 
build  a  hospital  for,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia  219i 

Insolvent  Debtors,  a  bill  to  reiinact  and  continiie 
in  operation  certain  acta  fSr  the  relief  of .  .57, 

122     ' 
Interest  upon  advances.     (See  Aetu  H(imjik\hire.) 

I  ntcfrior  Department,  rettorts  from  the dO, 

462.  617.  833.  1233 

calls  upon  the.  for  information 371 

estimates  for  deficiencies  from  the,  and  d^'bnie 

thereon 271.  274.  277 

Internal  improvements  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  question  discussed 1452,  1453 

Intervention,  joint  resolution  declnratory  of  the 
law  of  nations  in  reference  to  the  doc'rine  of 

non-intervention 285 

resolutions  of  State  Legislature*  on  the  mibject 

of 420,443.451,671 

Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on 47 

bills  reported  fVom  the 21 1 ,  268,  435.  436 

diacharged  from  subjects 21 1 ,  4.15,  436 

reports  from.-. 211,  268,  436 

bill  entitled  an  act  concerning 80, 122.  211 

bill  in  relation  to 258 

an  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of,  td  certain 

cases 1235 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  paymetit  of 
invalid  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30.  1653, 

1457*.  1473,  1681 
Iowa.     (See  Land  Districts — BeUtview — MUUary 
RoaHs.) 
resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of .  .59 
bills  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  lands  re- 
served for  salt  springs  therein .102, 

108,  211,  547,  949.  1454».  1491 

bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of 281,  285 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 700 

bill  graniins  land  for  county  seats  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Des  Moines  and  Dubuque * .  1064 

bills  granting  lands  to,  for  the  ronstru«'tion  of 
railroads  from  Dubuque  to  Keokuk,  and  from 
Davenport  to  Council  Bhiirs  in  said  State.  .29, 

56,  59.  950,  960, 1506 
for  theconstruetion  of  certain  railroads  in . .  1508* 

151V  1544 

Irish  Patriots,  petition  in  behalf  of 6H7 

joint  resolution  concerning 1469 

Irvin,  Jane,  art  act  for  the  relief  of 547, 

1233,  1256 
Islands  in  the  Miami  river.    (See  Prehnplions.) 

Ives,  Willard,  of  New  York.. 1*    ^ 

781,  844,  900,  1114, 1389,  1822, 2472 

J. 

Jackson,  Joseph  W.,  of  Geoi<^ia 1,  57,  120, 

225.  258,  284,  304,  454,  683.  707.  760,  825 

976,  978.  979.  1783 

resolutions  by. • .  •  •  825.  965. 983 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James 

Watson  for  certain  slaves 791, 

793,  794.  795,  796.  797,  1038 
Jackson,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
268.  296,  562,  608,  1626, 1630,  1665 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Canter *563.  564 

M r^phander 564.  565,  566 

Mr; Cleveland 563,  565 

Mr.  Goodenow 562.  563,  564 

Mr.  Howard -. 566 

Mr.  Hunter 565 

Mr.  Millson 563.  564,  565,  566 

Mr.  Walbridge 566 

Mr   Walsh 566 

Jamison,  Robert,  and  Benjamin  Williamson,  an 
act  for  the  relief  of. -1234 


INDEX  TO 


is: 


Jenkins,  Timothy,  of  New  York.  .1)B7,  391,  «3, 
451,  688.  771,  982,  1023,  1076,  1235,  1299, 
1350,  J630,  1631,  1653,  1654,  1655,  1793, 
1795,  1796,  1797,  1805,  1814,  1836,  1837, 

1854,  1855,  1884,  2043,  9051,  2064,  2123, 
2247,  2273,  2282,  2384,  2386,  2409,  2419, 

2472,  2485 

resoIutioDS  by 1630 

Jenkins,  James  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . .  .2385 
Jennings,  Thomas  D.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  1234 
Jeeup,  General,  correction  of  remarks  in  regard 

to 710 

Jobneon,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee. 1,  29,  J20,  123, 
144,  174,  211,  ^5,  242,  253,  258,  278,  319, 
341,  386,  397,  414,  420,  443,  462,  494,  547, 
585,  609,  610,  617,  627,  649,  674»  683,  686, 
696.  699,  706,  707,  715,  716,  717,  723,  790, 
814,  884,  895,  911,  951,  990,  1062,  1127, 
1140.  1150,  1173,  1174,  1219,'  1220,  1247, 
1253,  1257,  1275,  1279,  1^7,  1315,  1316, 
1317,  1335,  1350,  1351,  1518,  1532,  1599, 
1616,  16^2,  1724,  1732,  1735,  1777,  1844, 

1855,  1868,  1885,  1886,  1925,  1926,  1984, 
2020,  2045,  2091,  2190,  2198,  2211,  2212, 
2229,  2236,  2238,  2243,  2257,  2284,  2307, 
2323,  2386.  2389,  2416,  2471,  2478,  2483, 

2491 

resolutions  by 443,  1»68 

excused  from  seryice  on  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures :*  *  * : ^ 

jremarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. .  .322, 

342,344,411,414 

proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  .443 

remarks  on  the  bill  f^ranttn^  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Gtrard  railroad  ....•••  .1657 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  floating  drydock  at 
San  Francisco •  .1676 

remarks  on  the  bill  gMnting  the  right  of  way  to 

'  plank  and  railroad  companies. . .  ^ . ..  ^ .  .1855 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

1483 

remarks  in  rdation  to  the  Qardiner claim.. 2414 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 
in  the  Navv 2250.  2260 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 926, 1019, 

1210, 1276.  1278.  1^,  1318.  1331,  1349 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  investigation  of  Mr. 
Corwin's  connection  with  the  Gardiner  claim, 

2414 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
of  Winder's  Building 2136,  2137 

remai^  in  relation  to  increased  pay  to  the  clerks, 

I  2166 

Johnson, 'James,  of  Geor^a 1,  120,  354, 

494,  685.  753,  699,  900,  1015,  1049,  1054, 
1535,  l.'>37,  1599,  1654,  1730,  1743,  1754, 
1764,  1830,  1859,  1884,  1901,  2050,  2051, 

2240.  2241 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Mexican 
Boundary  Commission,  and  concerning  the 
true  line  of  the  same.. 1679 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line 1730 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1904, 

1930, 1945,  1946, 1971 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  have  printed  the 
maps  accompanying  the  report  of  Captain 
Crane 2050 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1828 

Johnson,  Robert  W.,  of  Arkansas 1,  20,  48, 

49,  59,  77,  97,  144,  147,  183,  197,  224,  234, 
241,  242,270,271,272,281.384,423,  454, 
459,  501.505,571,  616,617,620,630,  636, 
638,  639.  659,  661,  663,  664.  691,  699,  737, 
750,  752,  776,  778,  779,  791,  800,  801,  805, 
814,  825,  858,  868,  869,  870,  871,  888,  898, 
899,  900,  939,  940, 950.  961.  979, 1108,  1124, 
1125,  1136,  1154,  1155,  1171,  1172,  1193, 
1221,  1223,  1224,  1250,  1251,  1271,  1300, 
1301,  1320,  1321,  1329,  1330,  1347,  1447. 
1450,  1510,  1515,  1523,  1553,  1579,  1581, 
1599,  1743,  1780,  1783,  1795,  1805,  1822, 
1824,  1826.  1827,  1829,  1838.  1858.  1859, 
1868,  1884,  1885,  1887,  1905,  1907,  1942, 
1982,  1983,  1984,  2012,  2048,  2090,  2097, 
2122,  2195,  2243,  2244r  2249,  ^65,  2282, 
2306,2345,2353,2957,2386,2387,2412,2416 

resolutions  by 750,  1193,  1238,  1284 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  lAsignability  of  bountv  land  warrants  .147 

remarks  on  the  ceception  or  Kossuth. ....  .195 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  laws  of 
New  Mexico 241,  252 

rtmarks  on  propoiition  for  additional  p«gt«  •  7il 


II 


Johnson,  Robert  W.,  of  Arkansas — 

remarks  on  the  Florida  railroad  bill 1002 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  release  from  reservation 
certain  lands  in  the  Stateof  Arkansas.  .1154, 

1168 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill.  • .  .783,  818,  819 

personal  explanation  in  regard  to  the  adjustment 

of  the  dilficulty  between  Mr.  While  of  Ken- 

tucky,  and  Mr.  Polk  of  Tennessee 2345 

remarkis  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navy 2249,  2250,  2259,  2261 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  contingencies 

in  the  Indian  Department. 887 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Seneca  In- 
dians  801,802 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  *. 499 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territo- 
rial officers 1446, 1448 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Chick- 
asaw Indians  for  the  defalcation  of  R.  D.  C. 

Collins 1829,  1830, 1831 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  Indians, 

in  the  deficiency  bill 857,  856,  859, 

869,  870,  871,  872,  873,  874,  875s  876,  877, 

885,  886,  890,  891,  893, 1754 

remarks  on  the  claims  of  the  Choctaw  Indians, 

/  2357 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  bal- 

ancelB  due  the  Creek  Indians 1782, 1800 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Menomo- 

nee  Indians 1799,  1800,  1804 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Shawnee 

Indians 1800, 1804,  2361 

remarks  on  the  various  propositions  connect^ 

with  the  Indian  appropriation  bill 1804, 

1815,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1823,  1840.  1840, 

1841,  1842 
remarks  on  the  proposition  that  all  moneys  ap- 
propriated to  the  Indians  shall  be  paid  to  them 

directly 2369 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bUl..  .2098, 

2099 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  bridges 
over  the  Potomac. . .  .2098,  2099,  2114,  2116 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafta  of  the  Indian 
commissioners  in  California. . .  .888,889,  890 
Johnson,  Thomas,  and  James  Hackley,  with- 
drawal of  the  papers  of. 284 

Johnson,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 21 1, 

236,  239,  1209 

Johnson,  John,  of  Ohio 1,  58,  211,  268, 

436,  594,  608,  78;,  783,  1257, 1321 

Johnson,  Allen  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 290 

Johnson,  Z.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..2484,  2491 

Jones,  Daniel  T.,  of  New  York 1,  127,  268, 

436,  685,  771,  1351,  1473,  1629,  2068 

Jones,  Geoi^e  W.,  of  Tenness^ 1,  5,  10, 

12,  21,  28,  29,  31,  32,  47,  48,  57,  58,  59,  60, 
72,  73,  80,  97,  98,  107,  120,  121,  122, 123, 
126,  127,  140,  141, 142,  146,  149,  154,  169, 
170,  173,  197,  201,210,211,237,239,240, 
252,  266,  271,  272,274,277,285,290.297, 
315,  337,-  352,  361,  371,  391,  392,  402,  407, 
410,  415,  419,  422,  434,  438,  442,  451,  458, 
459,  462,  479,  484,  495,  496,  497,  498,  499, 
500,  501,  507,  510,  512,  518,  531,  536,  543, 
547,  577,  590,  393,  594,  597,  609,  616,  617, 
624,  635,  639,  640,  648,  649,  661,  662,  663, 
669,  670,  671,  672,  673,  674,  675,  685,  737, 
745,  750,  752,  759,  770,  775,  776,  778,  782, 
790,  791,  804,  805,  814,  815,  823,  825,  834, 
855,  859,  867.  871,  876,  877,  888,  994,  898, 
899,  900,  909,  913,  914,  925.  926,  941,  948, 
949,  960,  962,  963,  965,  978,  979,  990,  1002, 
1024,  1070,  1076,  1096,  1107,  1113,  1114, 
1123,  1126,  1152,  1153,  1159,  1169,  1170, 
1173,  1192,  1197,  1205,  1207,  1209,  1221, 
1236,  1238,  1252,  1271,  1284,  1297,  1300, 
1314,  1316,  1320,  1321,  1329,  1330,  1333, 
1348,  1349,  1350,  1351,  1377,  1378,  1409, 
1410,  1416,  1450.  1445*.  1446».  1449*.  1454«, 
1455*,  1456*,  1457%  1472.  1474,  1486,  1504, 
1505,  1507,  1509,  1510,  1511,  1512,  1513, 
1516,  1518,  1523,  1^24,  1527,  1628,  1529, 
1534,  1535,  1537,  1538,  1544,  1551,  1552, 
1557,  1560,  1562,  1563,  1564,  1565,  1566, 
1579,  1580,  1585,  1586,  1592,  1595,  1598, 
1599,  1603,  1613,  1616,  1629,  1630,  1653, 
1654,  1655,  1656,  1658,  1659,  1663,  1674, 
1675,-1389,  1692,  1693,  1694,  1695,  1732, 
1744,  1755,  1765,  1766,  1767,  1768,  1776, 
1777,  1780,  1783,  1794,  1796,  1797,  1805, 
1619,  1821,  1622,  162a,  1626,  1627,  1640, 


__ , , . 

Jones,  George  W.,  of  Tennessee — 

1855,  1856,  ia'>7,  1858,  1884,  1889,  1908, 
1914.  1927,  1947,  1962,  1969,  1971,  1972, 
1983,  1984,  1985,  1997,  1999,  2001,  2012, 
2013,  2014,  2015,  2016,  2027,  2042,  2043, 
2044,  2045,  2047,  2048,  2065,  2069,  2097, 
2099,  2116,  2121,  2130,  2131,  2137,  2139, 
2161,  2190,  2195,  2201,  2206,  2212,  2230, 
2235,  2538,  2247,  2248,  2278,  2282,  2308, 
2388,  2389,  2412,  2413,  2418,  2419,  247-2, 
2479,  2480,  2481,  2483,  2485,  2486.  2490, 

2492,  2494,  2495,  2496 
remarks  on  fortifications  and  the  jurisdiction  of 

the  Military  Committee 78 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  the  Cali- 
fornia revenue  refunding  bill • .  •  ..101 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolation  to  provide  for 
the  assignability  of  bounty  land  warranu.152 

remarks  on  questions  of  order • 168 

remarks  on  tne  reception  of  Kossuth 168 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  estimates 

from  the  Interior  Department 271,  277 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. . .  .413 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  clerks 

to  committees. • 434 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Illinois 

and  Indiana  for  certain  railroads  therein. .673 

«  remarks  on  the  proposition  for  additional  pages, 

751 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1084, 1087, 1255,  1256 

remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 

bridges'over  the  Potomac 21 15, 

2116,2117,2118 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the  laws 

of  the  United  States  in  newspapers  .2053, 2055 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  pay  to  the 

clerks,  &c 2068 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. . .  152, 

624,  625,  626 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  481,776,  777 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Cluartermaster*s  Department. .  .839,  840,  842 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  public 

grounds  in  Washington. , 853.  854,  85S 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  the  Indians .870.  872,  886 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ...2246 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. . .  1827 
remarks  on  the  proposition  tor  the  purchase  of 

Winder's  Building 2118.  2119,  2136 

rimarks  on  the  gen«al  appropriation  bill.  .2066 

2067,2130,2139 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries   of 
Territorial  officers.1236, 1411, 1448,1449, 1450 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories .1444* 

remarks  on  the  bill  ^nting  lands  to  Florida  and 

Alabama  for  certain  raihroads. . « • 1558, 

1559,  1560 
remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1697 

*    Mmarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses 

for  entertaining  Kossuth 1692,  1693 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1962 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 853, 

1677.  1680, 1689, 1691, 1692, 1693, 1843 

Jones,  J.  Glancy,  of  Pennsylvania 438, 

671,685,  771,  859, 1051,  1362,  2093,  2190, 
^^                                 2191,  2244,  2410 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  refund  to  Bertcs 
county,  Pennsylvania,  the  moneys  and  sup- 
plies advanced  to  volunteers 2130 

Jones,  John  Rice,  bill  for  the  relief  of •290 

Jones,  James,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 1235 

Jones,  Adjutant  General  Roger,  bifl  for  the  relief 

of.... 289 

proposition  authorizing  the  settleftient  of  the  ac- 
counts of. .2480 

Journal  and  documents,  resolution  to  print  addi- 
tional copies  of  the. . . « •127,  149 

Journal,  coi'rection  of  the ^  .12,  31,  169, 

186,  441,  671,  683,  730,  1054,  1076,  2041 
Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, an  act  to  regulate  the  compensa- 
tion of  the 1458 

Judges,  the  salaries  of.     (See  Courfj.) 

the  disability  of.     (See  Courts.) 

bill  so  as  to  amend  the  acts  for  the  Territorial 

Government  of  the  United  States  as  to  make 

the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  in  said  Terri- 

torist  Motive  by  tht  psopto MB 
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H  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district  iud^^ 
of  lif  United  States  for  the  distnct  or  New 

Hunpshire .' -.1235 

MOfMMttioii  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  dietricr, 

'^  2191 

Ji^es,  the  district,  appropriation  for  the  salaries 

^of,  and  for  increase  of  pay  to 2068 

Je£dary,  Committee  on  the...>..« ....47 

reiohitioBS  of  instruction  to  the 121, 

267,  422,  561,  2012 

USs  reported  from .266, 

267,  268,  422,  423.  1174,  1777 

reports  from  the. ...;..... 267,  423 

dttcharred  from  sub|ecls « 423 

Jadidal  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Ohio 
into  tvo,  and  to  provide  for  the  holding  of 
the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Slates  therein 1335 

K. 

KsDesriHe,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  an  act  for  the 
benefit  of  the  citizens  and  occupants  of  rhe 

town  of. 417.1518 

KMnley,  Jonathan,  late  receiver  of  the  public 
aMoe3rs  at  Detroit,  and  of  John  Riddle,  late 
re^isier  of  the  land  office  at  that  place,  an  met, 
to  provide  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of. • 462 

KcSoa,  Charles  A.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. .  .462 
Kcatttcky ,  bill  granting  land  to,  to  aid  in  tlie  cnn- 

stnKtion  of  a  railroad  in  that  State 225 

proposition  for  a  grant  of  land  to  construct  a 
rsjlroad  from  Louisville  to  some  point  on  the 

Mississippi  river 673 

KcMucky  Asylum,  for  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dsfob,  bill  for  extending  the  time  for  seilini^ 

the  lands  granted  to 6R6,  687,  707 

Kmtachy.    (Stt  MUUmry  Lands.) 

Kcrfaaagh,  John,  biU  for  the  reU«f  of. 26&, 

609,649 
liff  West.    (See  Cos*  Depdi.) 

Kins,  Preston,  of  New  York 1, 

13.  56,  57,  72,  80,  102,  108,  120,  121,  147, 

16^,  169,  2U1,  215,  240,  241,  253,  289,  306, 

433, 483, 512,  544,  570,  574,  590,  593,  594, 

m,  630.  640,  648,  660,  661,  663,  664,  670, 

667, 689, 699,  710,  738,  752,  759,  770,  779, 

TW,  801, 814,  834,  912,  937,  948,  962,  963, 

977, 978, 980,  986,  1004,  1049,  1050,  1062, 

KMd,  1113,  1284,  1316,  1321,  1340,  1378, 

145r,  1506,  1512,  1534,  1552, 1557,  1560, 

Ueo,  1731,  1796,  1797,  1823,  1840,   1843, 

l^,  1859,  1884,  1885,  1888,  1909,  1914, 

19S9,  19B4,  1985,  2012,  2013,  2029,  2051, 

%M,  2\27,  2132,  23U1,  2230,  2249,  2282, 

%aM,  ^Mi,  2388,  24U9,  2417,  2472,  2477, 

UaO,  a«2,  U»,  2485,  2490,  2491,  2495, 

2496 
rctobtioAS  by. 121,650 

JCuy, Geor;^ G., of  Rhode  Island...... 1, 

m  174,  544,  636,941, 1238,  1^,  2286 
JEutf,  JCbu,  letre  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers 

of. 2^5 

King,  Riehard,  an  act  for.  the  relief  of. 1458 

Kiooey,  Captain  Henry  L.,  an  act  to  enable  the 
proper  accounting  omcers  to  complete  a  settle* 

Beot  with 1235,  2492 

Kaspp,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of 211, 

239,1725 

remarfcs  by  Mr.  Molony 239 

Kossuth,  Louis,  bill  extending  to,  the  privileges  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America..  .21 
joint  resolution  tendering  a  welcome  to,  and  ma- 
king an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses 

of  his  rereptioB  by  the  President 49,  60 

joint  resolution  requiring  the  Secretary  of  Suite 
to  furnish,  with  copies  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  define  treason  and  misdemeanors..  .58 
joint  resolution  providing  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  the  name  and  in  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  give,  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  the  capital  of  the  coumrv  ..58 

joint  resolution  of  welcome  to 9o,  100 

remarks  by  Mr.  Smith 97 

joint  resolution  proposing  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  five  by  the  Chair  to  wait  on, 
and  introduce  him  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. .  120, 141, 158, 160, 168,  171, 186, 199 
remarks  by^ 

Mr.  Appleton  of  Maine 179 

Mr.  Barrere. 188 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 162,  177,  180 

Mr.BtU 191 


Kossuth,, Louis,  appointment  of  a  committee  lo 
wait  upon,  ^.— 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bisaell 175 

Mr.  Bocock 194 

Mr.  Bowne 193 

Mr.  Brenton ., 195 

Mr.  Brooks •... .161 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi ...196 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 173 

Mr.  Cartter 161, 175 

Mr.  Church  well 174,  179 

Mr.  Clark 190 

Mr.  Cullom 193 

Mr.  Dean 176 

Mr.  Disney 172 

Mr.  Cwing 167 

M  r.  Fuller  of  Pennsylvania . « 191 

Mr.  Gentry 164,  166 

Mr.  Giddings 162,178,179,  187 

Mr.  Urey .  .^ 181 

Mr.  Grow , 180 

Mr.  Ingersoll 164 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee •••• 168 

Mr.  Johiison  of  Aikansas. '.  .195 

,       Mr.  Mann 191 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 163 

Mr.  McMullin 179 

Mr.  Meade , 194 

Mr.  Millson Iti8 

Mr.  Moore 196 

Mr.  M olony 193 

Mr.  Nabers 176 

Mr.  Newton 190 

Mr.  Polk 196 

Mr.  Rantoul 167 

Mr.  Richardson 162, 194 

Mr.  Robinson .196 

Mr.  Savage 195 

Mr.  Stanly 187 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky InO 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio 188 

Mr.  Suinton  of  Tennessee J  77 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia..  165,  166, 189, 194 

Mr.  Stuart , 189 

Mr.  Sweetser 177 

Mr.  Taylor 178,  179, 192 

Mr.  Venable 160, 178 

Mr.  Walsh 190 

Mr.  Washburn 187 

Mr.  Williams 176 

Mr.  Yates * 181 

resolution  declaijitive  of  the  joint  resolution  of 

welcome  to •  • , .15^2 

resolution  so  to  alter  the  17ih  standing  rule  as  to 

admit,  to  the  privileges  of  the  Hall 123 

committee  report  concerning  the  reception  ofi209 

the  reception  of. .225 

resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence  be- 
tween and  Captain  Long 391 

Eroceedines  of  meetings  in  regard  to.. ....  .547 
itier  of  thanks  by 623,  633 

the  appropriation  to  pay  the  expense  for  the  en- 
tertainment of. 1692 

Kuhns,  Joseph  H.,  of  Pennsylvania 1,  120-, 

201,  211,  217,  258,  284, '290,  291.  292,  2^3, 
388,  436,  446,  4^6,  501,  594,  636.  664,  670, 
692,  708,  760,  800,  844,  900.  983;  1003, 
1004, 1051, 1114, 1124, 1205, 1213, 1238, 1972 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  John- 
son   236 

Kurfed,  G.  B.,  withdrawal  of  the  petition  and 
papers  of. 1004 

Kurtz,  William  H  ,  of  Pennsylvania 241, 

328,  417,  461,  468.  601, 1351 

Kuykendall,  Nathaniel,  an  act  for  relief  of.  .1234 

L. 

Ladies  admitted  within  the  bar  of  the  House.  .224 

Lambert,  Christopher,  withdrawal  of  the  papers 
of 1853 

Land  certificates,  a  bill  making  the  counterfeiting 
of  bounty,  and  other  instruments  of  value,  a 

criminal  offense •* .32 

a  bill  to  enable  the  heirs  of  deceased  officers  and 
soldiers  who  in  their  lifetime  held  land  certifi- 
cates not  located,  to  locate  the  same  in  their 
own  names 49 

Lemd  districts,  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  an   additional,  in  the  Territory  of  Minne- 

St  ta .21 ,  2315,  2345,  2352 

bill  creating  three  new,  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  29, 
108,  224,  949,  1764.  1822. 2017,  2047 
bill  to  establish  additional  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin ••••••••••« « 1653 


Land  districts — 

bill  authorising  certain  soldiers  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain  to  surrender  the  bounty 
lands  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate  others  in 

.  lieu  thereof 2017, 

2042,  2195.  2271,  2272,  2282 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allison ^ 2273 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 2272 

Mr.  Hall Ji272,  2273 

Mr.  Smart 2272 

Land  warrants,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  transfer  of, 
issued  under  the  act  of  28th  September,  1850, 

12,  55  56 

bill  further  to  extend  the  time  fhr  locating;  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  returning 
surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office, 

32,  58,  1193 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Hall 1196 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio 1194 

Mr.  Taylor 1194.  1196,  1197 

bill  making  further  provision  for  ihesaii»factmn 

of  yirginia  military  land  warrants 127, 

209,  266,  1516, 1523,  2198 

remarks  by —  * 

Mr.  Cd^erton 2384 

Mr.  Hall 1516,  2383 

Mr.  Millson 1517,  23><3 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio « 1,517 

Mr.  Stanly i 1517 

Mr.  Taylor • 2383 

bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  9(hh  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850,  framing  bounty  land  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  different  wars,  and  the  widows  snd 
minor  children  of  the  same,  so  as  to  make  the 
land  warrants  so  issued  luwignable  .  .21,  1507 

bill  to  make  the  counterf**itiiig  of,  a  crimmsl 
offense 49 

joint  resolution  explanatory  of  theact  of  the  28th 
of  September,  1850,  entitled  *An  art  granting 
bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  sold  ien*  who 
have  been  in  'he  military  service  of  the  United 
oiateo.  ............  .....•..•.<bj,<«f.  ^Kjf  Ov 

141.  142,  146,  147,  269,  274,275,283,28.% 
286,  315,  334,  352,  354,  379,  391.  451.  536, 

623, 634,  638.  647 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 151,  1.'52 

Mr.  Bell 539,  626.  627,  634 

Mr.  Bissell.  .141, 142, 143, 151, 152,275.  538 

Mr.  Brenton 143.  626 

Mr.  Bnmks 627.  628 

Mr.  Cabell  of  Florida 150,451.  457,  536 

Mr.  Cartter 151,  152,539.6  8 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 456.  457 

Mr.  Clark 336,  337.  354 

Mr.  Clingman 634 

Mr.  Cobb 337,  626 

Mr.  Disney 456 

Mr.  Dunham 269,  270,  275, 

276,  287,  288,  334,  335,  434,  537,  538, 

539,  626,  635 

Mr.  Evans 634.  635 

Mr.  Ficklin 143,  5^9 

Mr.  Pitch 334,  538 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine 538,  625 

M  r.  Gay  lord , 537 ,  626 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 147 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee.  .152,  624,  625.  626 

Mr.  Lane 626,  628 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky ...151, 

152, 624,  625,  626 

Mr.  McMullin 456,  457.  45ft 

Mr.  Meade .270,  624.  626 

Mr.  Parker 539 

Mr.  Richardson 150.  151 

Mr.  Sackett 537 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia ,147,  536 

Mr.  Stuart 537 

Mr.  Taylor ]43 

Mr.  Tuck 150,  151,  277,  286.  337 

Mr.  Walsh 634 

Mr.  White  of  Alabama 625 

Mr.  Yates .539 

bill  to  amend  the  act  of  September  28,  1850.  al- 
lowing bounty  to  those  who  served  in  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  other  wars.  .108.  224 

bin  providing  for  thcconrection  of  errors  in  the 
location  of  military  bounty,  and  the  entry  of 
lands .* • 29 

Senate  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  make  land  war- 
rants apoiernab'e, and  forother  pnrpiisei*.  .391, 
464,  477,  494, 536,  670,  674,  775,  776,  797 
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Land  warnints,  assignability  of-^ 

remarks  \)y — 

Mr.  Avcrett ; 495 

Mr.  Alliaon « 486 

Mr.  Brenton 466,  477,  483,  484,  498 

Mr.  Biflsell 479, 

480,  481,  482,  483,  484,  485,  497 

•     Mr.  Barrere 499.  500 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 464,  465,  467, 

Mr.  Carttcr 495 

Mr.  Cobb 495,  500 

Mr.  Clingman .496 

Mr.  Clark 499 

Mr.  Dunham. .  ..467,  482,  483,  484,  485,  498 

Mr.  Evans 484.  496 

Mr.  Fitch 482,  499,  777 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine 500 

Mr.  Goodenow 499 

Mr.  Harris  of  Tennessee 464 

Mr.  Hall 479,  480 

Mr.  Howe,  J.  W 483,  486 

Mr.  Jones 481,  7';6,  777 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 499 

Mr.  Mason 465,  479,  480,  497. 

•Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 484,  495 

Mr.  Schoonraaker 480 

Mr.  Sweetser 481, 485,  4^ 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia 481, 484,  496 

Mr.  Sackett 463,  484,  485 

Mr.  Skelton 497 

Mr.  Savage 498 

Mr.  Taylor 480 

Mr.  Venabl^ *...,* 485 

Mr.  Williams 465, 495 

Mr.  Weighiman 407 

Mr.  Wilcox 496 

Mr.  Yates 477 

a  supplement  to  the  act  of  September  28,  1850, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  bounty  land  to  cer- 
tain officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been 
en^ged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,"  empowering  the  heirs-at-law  of  de- 
ceased officers  and  soldiers  who  held  in  their 
lifetime  certificates  not  located,  to  locate  the 
same  in  their  own  names 32.  647 

bill  for  the  rehef  of  the  holders  of  bounty  land 
warrants  under  the  act^of  Sept.  28, 1850. ..  141 

remarks  by  Mr.  Brenton 141 

joint  resolution  construing  an  act  in  relation  to 
military  land  warrants,  approved  August  14. 
1848 :. .  .937 

joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  act  of  the 
^  March,  1852,  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable, and  for  other  purposes ;.  .1171 

joint  resolution  authonziog  the  location  of  mil- 
itary bounty  land  warrants  on  public  lands 
now  subject,  and  hereafter  to  be  subject,  to 

,    entry  at  private  sale  under  existing  laws.  £^4. 

421,2383 

proposition  to  repeal  the  proviso  interdicting  the 
entry  of,  on  lands  not  brought  into  market, 

2097 

I^and  titles,  bill  for  the  ascertainment  of  public 

lands,  and  theseulement  of  land  titles  in  New 

Mexico T ; .  .983 

Landon,  Daniel,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of,  423. 

431 
Landry,  J.  Aristlde,  of  Louisiana. ..... .  ..1,  31, 

670,771,919,1174,1335,1491 

Lane,  Joseph,  of  Oregon. 285, 

328,  379,  451,  523,  597,  601,  635,  710,  834. 
894, 1034,  1237, 1396,  1447*.  1626,  2093 

resolutions  by 507,  710,  783 

remarks  in  regard  to  stationing  iroops  on  the 
route  to  Oregon. .507,  512,  514,  518,  521,  523 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mil- 
itary roafls  in  Oregon. .1395, 1396,  1397, 1530 

remarks  on  the  harlK>r  bill 1987 

remarks  in  relation  to  salaries  of  Territorial  offi- 
cers  1418 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 
for  certain  Indian  tribes. .......... .891,  892 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  marine  hospi- 
tals  2092 

refnarkfl  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants.  .626, 

628 
Laurence,  Zachariah,  the  withdrawal  of  the  pa- 
pers of. 109 

Lawrence,  A.  D.,  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers 

of .€299 

Lawrence,  Abbott,  his  letter  to  Lord  Grey  on  the 
subject  of  emigration  of  free  blacks  to  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies 271 


Laws  of  Congress,  and  debates  thereon,  ioint  res- 
olution for  the  distribution  of  the.  1925,  2065 
Laws  of  the  United  States  and  public  advertise- 
ments, bill  to  regulate  the  publication  of.  .551 
Laws  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  newspapers, 
appropriation  for  publishing  the,  and  provis- 
ion for  regulating  the  manner  of  doing  it..  11, 

59,267,462,2053,2065 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman 2053,  2054 

Mr.  Chandler 2053 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 2053,  20.55 

Mr.  Meade ,  .2054 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 

9ih  volume  of  the 1235 

Laws  of  nations.     (See  IjUerveniion.) 

Le  Roy,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 1626, 

2230,  2301.  2308 
Letcher,  John,  of  Virginia. . .  .1,  29,  32.  57,  107, 
174,  239,  272,  281,  4.59,  594.  601,  660,  844, 
650.  898,  986,  991,  1044,' 1051,  1075,  1113, 
1114,  1127,  1247,  1257,  1335,  1350,  1388, 
1449*,  1510,  1515,  1540,  1545,  1625.  1626. 
1630,  1655,  1656,  1658,  1674,  1724,  1768, 
1813,  1814,  1854,  1885,  1908,  1909,  1969, 
1983,  1999,  2090,  2095,  2096,  2188,  2195, 
2206,  2216,  2225,  2228,  22^9,  2235,  2240, 
2323,  2347,  2348,  2353,  2416,  2417,  2485, 

2491,  2496 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  estimates 

from  the  Interior  Department 279,  280 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
judge  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia.  1545 
.  remarKS  on  the  bill  r^ulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  district  attorneys. . .  .2125, 

2158,  2159,  2186.  2187 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill • 1318 

Lewis,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 268, 

293,  296,  1209 
Library  of  Congress,  the  burning  of  the,  and  ac- 
tion consequent  on 153 

bill  making  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses 

incurred  by  the  burning  of  the 154, 

224,  253,  258 
bill  making  an  appropriation  to  fit  up  two  rooms 

for  the 269,  290,  328,  380.  544 

bill  for  rebuilding  the  room' of  the 544 

bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  repairing 
of  the  Congressional  Library  room,  lately  de- 
stroyed by  fire" .550,  710,  715,  737 

appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the 852 

remarKS  by — 

Mr.  Dunham *. 852 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 852,  853 

Committee  on  the......  .* 47 

the  committee  authorized  to  sell  certain  works 

in  the 2162 

Library  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  donations  to 

the .212 

Light  duties,  proposition  to  authorize  the  President 
to  levy,  ani  discussion  in  relation  to.  ...206*9, 

2192 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 2073 

Mr.  Brooks 2072.  2075 

•    Mr.  Campbell,  of  Illinois 2073 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio 2074 

Mr.  Cartter 2074 

Mr.  Evans 2069, 2071 

Mr.  Giddings 2074 

Mr.  Meade 2072 

Mr.  Seymour,  of  New  York 2072 

Mr.  Smart 2073 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ohio 2073 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 2072 

Mr.  Walsh 2072 

Light-house  on  Sand  Key,  Florida,  an  act  making 
an  appropriation,  in  part,  for  the  erection  of 

the 501,544 

Light-houses,  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
completion  of,  and  the  erection  of  a  custom- 
house and  warehouse  in  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon   1034,  2123,  2307,  2484,  2496 

appropriations  for 2069,  2192,  2484 

Lignt-houses,  light-boats,  buoys, &c.,  bill  making 
appropriations  for,  and  for  providing  for  the 
erection  and  establishment  of  the  same.  .2316, 

2349,  2356,  2481 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 2319,  2^23 

Mr.  Brooks 2318,  2349,  2350,  2351 

Mr.  CuUom 2316,  2317 

Mr.  Duncan J131H, 

9819,  daSO,  9831,  9332,12350, 1^1 


' 


Light-houses,  light-boats,  buoys,  dtc. — 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Evans 2318,  2321,  2349,  2350,  2351 

Mr.  Houston 2318,  2319,  2320,  2321 

Mr.  Howard 2320,  2322,  2323 

Mr.  Ingersoll ,..23J9 

Mr.  Meade .2351 

Mr.  Moore 2319,  2320 

Mr.  Seymour,  of  New  York 2318, 

2320,  2322,  2323.  2350,  2351 

Mr.  Stanly « 2319 

Mr.  Walsh 2350 

Little,  John  S.,  proposition  for  pav  to 57, 

1'22,  291,  1662 
Livingston,  James,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  in 

the  case  of. 608 

Loan  office  certificates,  appropriation  for  the  re- 
demption of. 1090,  2136 

Lockhart,  James,  of  Indiana 1, 

224,  240.  270,  442,  663, 800,  898,  1004,  1152, 

1171,   1198.   1233,    1377,  1442,  1455.   1456, 

1508. 1612,  1792,  1889,  2050,  2ti75,  2139 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  copies  of  Dr. 

Owen's  geological  report 1693j  1694 

Lockport  and  Buffalo  railroad,  joint  resolution  to 

grant  the  right  of  way  to  the 1775 

Long,  Captain,  and  Louis  Kossuth,  call  for  the 

correspondence  between 391 

Louisiana,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Lesislature  of, 

108.650,710,812,919,925 

nriemorials  of  the  Legislature  of 1054 

bills  making  appropriation  of  land  to,  for  the 

purpose  of  constructing  railroads,  viz: 
for  constructing  railroads  generally  in .  .58, 1274 
-  for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  io  ArftHn- 

sas.  Mississippi,  and ^5 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  bill  to 
remit  the  tolls  on  the  United  States  stock  in 
the,  and  to  purchase  the  shares  of  the  indi- 
vidual stockholders,  and  ^o  make  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  said  canal  free,  and  to  construct  a 
free  canal  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  Falls  of 

the  Ohio... 72,  126 

Low,  James  \V.,  witlidrawal  of  the  papers  of, 

211 

Low,  James  W.,  and  others,  an  act  for  compea- 

sation  to,  for  ilie  capture  of  the  British  private 

armed  schooner  Ann 462 

Lowry,  John,  leave  to' withdraw  the  papers  of.  421 

M. 

Mace,  Daniel,  of  Indiana I,  11,  29, 

160, 183,  225,  266,  284,  290,  328,  501,  594, 
596,  60],  617.  629,  670,  ^6,  701,  708,  710, 
717, 781, 919, 941, 983, 991. 1004, 1034, 1051, 
1064,  1174,  1238,  1257,  1321,  1509,  1510, 
1586,  1667,  1775,  1805,  1822.  1823,  1925, 

2207 

correction  of  remarks  by 710 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oaborii 

Cross 1213,  1214,  1216 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1940 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rantoul 2143 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  tfle  heirs  of  James 
C.  Watson  for  certain  slaves. ..... .614,  615 

Mackay,  Sarah  D.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  ..1458 
Mail,  United  States,  by  ocean  steamers,  bill  ma- 
king appropriation  for  the  transportation  of 
the,  or  otherwise,  during  the  fiscal  vear  end- 
ing June  30, 1853 U74,  2306,  2471 

Mail  steamers,  bill  to  establish  a  line  of  ocean, 
from  San  Francisco,  California,  via  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  to  Shanghai, in  China. ....  .21 

Mail  routes,  joint  resolution  establishing:  certain, 

•   1664,  1673 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  declare  all  roads 
and  highways,  by — 

Mr.  Bennett 1664 

Mr.  Evans . . . .  • 1 665 

Mr.  Grey 1665 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1665 

Mr.  Orr .' 1 673 

Mr.  Olds 1673,  1674 

Mr.  Stuatt. .  .1664, 1665,  1672,  1673, 1674 

Mr.  Sackett 1673 

Mr.  Smart .1672 

Mail  service,  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  con- 
cerning  443 

Mail  carriers,  ocean  steamers  as 443 

Mail,  tri-monthly,  from  New  Orleans,  to  Vera 
Cruz,  bill  to  provide  for  a,  via  Tampico  and 

back,  in  steam  vessels 1237,  2353,  2410 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  St.  Martin .2353 

Mr.  Pann S354 
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^li24ocks,  mail  keys,  and  other  property  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  bill  to  provide  for 

t^  security  of.  •  • 421 

Ui^  contract  for  carrying  the,  in  Califoruia  and 

Oregon.  ^Sce  Contract,) 
hOl  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
contract  for  carrying  the,  between  Jersey 
City,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  the  port  of 
Ne«'  York,  and  Ghilway,  or  such  ottter  port 
as  may  be  selected  on  the  west  coast  of  Ire- 
land  49,122 

between  New  York  and  London,  bill  entitled 

an  aa  to  shorten  the  transit  of  the 397 

biQ  to  attihf»rize  the  Postmaster  General  to  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  the,  between 
Jersey  City,  port  of  New  York,  and  Galway, 

in  Ireland. 1687 

Bfaine,  resolatioosof  the  Legislature  of,  in  r^ard 

to  intenrentioo 451,  633,  925,  1001,  1054 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 1050 

(proposition  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  State  of 2491 

bill  granting  land  to,  for  the  construction  of  the 
^ropeao  and  North  American  railway  within 

the  said  State 258 

Mason  Rouge  grant.     (See  Preemption.) 

Mallby,  Jasper  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . 1517 

ksBgum,  Willie  P.,  card  of,  explanatory  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Whig  Congressional  cau- 
cus  1389 

Maao,  Horace,  of  Massachusetts 1,  109, 

197,  301,  281,  1279,  1869,  2157,  2238,*2486 

reaiarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 191 

remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Mr.  Ran- 

toul : 2141 

ItsBti^cturefl,  Committee  on 47 

instructions  to  the • 779 

Ifap  of  the  Indian  country,  proposition  for  the 
compihition  of  a,  showing  the  location  of  the 

tribes 2368 

Haps  accompany infc  the  report  of  Captain  Cram, 

propTsition  to  print 2050,  3064 

fifta{»,  the  eo^raying  of,  dbc 212,  443,  2064 

MariBc  ho^itals,  appropriations  in  the  deficiency 

biafor 1751 

apfiroDiiation  for  the  completion  of.  ..2090, 2091 
itaiaiicaby — 

Mr.  Houston 2092 

Mf.  Howe,  ThomasM 2093 

Mr.  Lane .2092 

Mr.  Phelps 2091,  2092 

marim  hospital,  an  act  making  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  a,  at  Portland,  Maine . . .  1235 
ai  ippeUchicoU,  in  Florida,  a  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a. ^ 

•^^^»^ewYork,  bill  for  erection  of  a.  .941 
*  ^*'"Jf*»P«>po8ed  appropriation  for.  .2191 

MarshaD,  Hamphrey,  of  Kentucky 1,  8, 

}k^'  ^  ^^'  ^26,  147,  148,  149,  169.  174, 

3IB^*^*^^h  434,  496,  536,  539, 

AI7. 597,  (33,  635,  636,  638,  639,  640,  647, 

^  «S,  571,  673,  685,  689,  706,  707,  715, 

^,  737,  781,  783,  817,  870,  888,  898,  900, 

914.  838, 963,  964,  981,  982,  983,  991,  1051, 

m,  1075,  1076.   1096,  1108,  1111,  1112, 

im,  1124,  1125,  1126,  1127.  1238,  1458*, 

1«7,  1506,  1514,  1516,   1529,  1534,  1540, 

1553,  1561,  1580,  1659,  1695,  1697,  1735. 

1748.  1749,  1767,  1795,   1796,   1797,   1805, 

1806,  1822,  1858,  1870,  1878,   1888,  1889. 

19«,  1991,  1996,  1999,  2013,  2014,  2019, 

2021,  2068,  2069 

flotations  bj... .925, 1126 

itmutM  on  fortifications  anc^  the  jurisdiction  of 

the  Militory  Committee 7.77, 80 

Deaisrks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  provide  for 
the  assignability  df  bounty  land  warrants, 

151,  152 

rtmarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 163 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crime 

in  the  District  of  Columbia 268 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. .  .318, 

3^,328 
nmarks  on  the  power  of  the  President  over  the 

Army 515,  517 

rsmarks  on  the  bill  granting  lands  tp  Indiana 

sod  Illinois  for  certain  railroads  therein. '.672 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the 

lands  eranted  to  the  Kentucky  Deaf  and 

Dumb  Asylum. . .  • .  ^ 688 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 662,  663,  697 

rtmarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of 
TtrritozuO  officer* 1237 


Marshall,  Humphri^y,  of  Kentucky — 
remarks  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  Whig 

Congressional  Caucus 1387 

remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  all  roads 

mail  routes. • ..1665 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as> 

signable. .'. 484, 495 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Mexica^ 
Boundary  Commission,  and  the  true  line  of 

the  boundary.... 1678 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1721 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 

printer 1778,  2021, 2023,  2024,  2025 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

Military  Academy 1858 

remttrks  on  the  harbor  bill 1933, 

1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1959, 1960, 1970. 

1992, 1996.  2017 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  have  engraved 

the  maps  accompanying  the  report  of  Caotain 

Cram 2050 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

1819 
remarks  on  appropriations  for  certain  custom- 
houses  1819,  1820, 1821 

the  resignation  of. 2075 

remarks  concerning  the    expenditures  in  the 

Ctuartermaster's  Department • 8^, 

823,  824,  835,  851 
remarks  on  appropriations '  in  tlie  deficiency 

bUl,  for  the  Indians, 872,  875 

Marsh,  James  W.,  pro}H)sition  to  indemnify  for 

certain  losses ...2367 

Marshall,  Edward  C,  of  California 1, 

21,  59, 107,  m,  212,  272, 307, 328,  597, 714, 
723, 1533, 1536, 1540,  1563, 1564,1565,  1580, 
1581 , 1584, 1585, 1596, 1599, 1616, 1985, 2019. 

resolutions  by , 212 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  the  Cali- 
fornia revenue  refunding  bill.  •  • 101,  102 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage. 573 

Maitin,  Frederick  S.,  of  New  York.  .1,  211,  236, 
268,  424,  435,  436,  783,  899,  1051,  1181, 
1217,  1351,   1512,   1534,  1540,  1551,   1558, 

1617,  2388 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Silas  Blo^get.237 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1991, 1998 

Mairtin,  M.     (See  Comptnsation.) 

Martin,  Mary,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.  .1518 

Maryland,  Executive  communicauon  in  regard  to 

the  claim  of. 197 

memorial  and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of. 1257,  1473 

Mason,  Johu  C,  of  Kentucky .« « 1, 

80,  233,  236,  290.  433,  434,  478,  501,  553, 
616,  669,  685,  6dl,  724,  737,  1127,  1232, 
1284,  1320,  1321,  1333,  1348,  1349,  1398, 
1724,  1794,  2043,  2050,  2187,  1290,  2228, 
2241,  2242,  2256,  2272,  2282,  2353 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  Thomas  Fletcher 293 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  clerks 

to  committees 432 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  appointment 

of  additional  pages 751,  752 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 

ColUns  line 1729 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1947, 1948, 1971 
remarks  in  relation  to  giving  extra  compensation 

to  the  employees  in  the  Rouse 2164 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Q,uartermaster's  Department 843 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  extra  pay  to  the 

employees  about  the  Capitol 2164 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.  .2163, 

2164 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 744 

remarks  on  the  biJl  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  465,  479,  480,  497 

Massachusetts,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 

1054,  1247,  1566, 1612 
bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to,  for  disburse- 
ments during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 

659,  1198,  2195 
IhII  granting  to  the  State  of,  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  for  the  construction  of  the 

Cape  Cod  railroad 1257 

Matthews,  Charles  S.,  Charles  Wood,  and  James 
Hall,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . . .  .420,  610,  650 

May,  Henry,  memorial  of,  preferring  charges 
a^inst  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 985 


McCeren,  George  W.,  leave  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
pers of , 926 

McCormick,  James,  assignee  of  Robert  A.  Parker, 

bill  for  the  relief  of. 268,  609, 649 

McCorkle,  Joseph  W.,  of  California 1,  107, 

126.  553,  692,  853,  1015,  1051,  1181,  1237, 
1238,  J533,  1534,  1564,  1595,  1598,  1681, 
1733,   1764,  2069,  2075,  2195,  2211,  2235, 

5K>99, 2368,  ^77 

resolutions  by. 1181, 1558 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 
copies  of  the  charts  of  the  Bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco   155b 

remarks  on  the  California  Mint  bill 1598 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill,  in  relation  to  the 

service  in  California .851 ,  1680,  1754 

remarks  on  the  a^ropriation  for  a  branch  Mint 

at  San  Francisco,  California 2161 

^remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  employment 

of  camels  on  the  plains. 2209 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafts  of  the  Indian 

commissioners  in  California 888,  890 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  custom  houses, 

1754 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expeinditures^  in.  the 

Cluartermaster*s  Department 851 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill .  .2160, 

2161 

McDonald,  Moses,  of  Maine 1,5, 183,  379, 

468,  502,  510,  553,  629,  693,  783,  951,  965, 

1232,  1239 
remarks  on  announcing  the  death  of  Mr.  An- 
drews, of  Maine... 1239 

McFarland,  William,  bUl  for  the  relief  of. . .  .423, 

962.  964 
McGraw,  John  A.,  of  New  York,  bill  granting  re- 
lief to 289, 420, 650, 1217,  2286,  SWS 

Mcintosh,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 268, 

610,  649,  1874 

McKee,  Colonel  William  R.,  late  of  Lexington, 

Kentucky,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 

orphan  children  of. 544, 964,  1299,  2323 

McKnew,Z.  W.  C,  elected  Doorkeeper 11 

McLanahan,  James  X.,  of  Pennsylvania. 1, 

241,  266,  267,  397,  410,  419,  422,  424,  468, 
523,  533,  585,  629,  640,  650,  675,  683,  701, 
717,  736,  780,  960,  962,  1024,  1052,  1224, 
1271,  1398,  1408,  1483,  1484,  1529,  1563, 
1595,  1612,  1688,  1777,  1792,  1888.  2044, 
2050,  2051,  2064,  2065,  2110,  2159,  2196  . 

resoluUons  by 371, 2044 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Tei'ritories •  .240 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes   . 

in  the  District  of  Coftumbia 267 

.  remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  interest  to  New 

Hampshire .'.....•.293 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  fees  of  clerks  and  mar^ 

shals .422 

remarks  on  the  report  .of  the  Committee  on 

PrinUng 1111 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of 

Territorial  officers 1235,  1237 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  holding  of 
the  district  court  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia in  case  of  the  sickness  of  the  chief  justice 

of  the  circuit  court 1483 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rantoul 2142 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fe^  of  mar- 
shals, attorneys,  (&c 2086, 

2112,  2114,  2185,  2186,  2187 
remarks  on  the  claims  of  the  Choctaw  Indians, 

2362,  2365 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriatibn  bill.  .2133 

McLaws,  Lafayette  of  the  United  States  army, 

an  act  for  the  relief  of. 14o8  . 

McManus,  T.  H.,  bill  to  authorize,  to  enter  by 

EreSmption  certain  lands  in  the  Greensbur^ 
ind  district 1234 

McMuIIin,  Arthur,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  in 

the  case  of. 608 

McMullin,  Fayette,  of  Virginia 1,  13,  57, 

96,97, 120, 141, 158, 161, 174, 180,  211,  224, 
.296,  397,  401,  402,  456,  458,  459,  670,  674, 
704,  723,  736,  752,  770,  771,  978,  979,  982, 
1003,  1018,  1075,  1124,  1126,  1127,  1137, 
.  1197,  1198,  1208,  1209,  1210,  1221,  1224, 
1232,  1248,  1257,  1298,  1311,  1316,  1320, 
1330,  1332,  1333,  1348,  1350,  1351,  1389, 
1492,  1504,  1509,  1511,  1515,  1626,  1655, 
1658,  1666,  1725,  1732,  1783,  1794,  1907, 
1908,  1940,  1947,  2188,  2189,  2190,  2192, 
2193,  2230,  2264,  2266,  2347,  2352,  2386, 

2389,  2419,  2477,  2478,  3485 


Lit 
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MoMuIlin,  Fnyeue,  of  Virginia — 

re84i1uuoii8  by 253 

remaikii  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 179 

remarlu  on  the  Mexican  indemnUy  bill..  .215, 

^  216. 316 

xemarks  on  the  bounty  land  bill.  .456,  457,  4.56 

-  remarks  in  regard  to  mileage 579,  580 

remarka  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  hne 1715,  1732 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1915, 

1931,  1962,  1986.  1987 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill. 1210, 1278, 1313 
remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 

Winder's  Building. 2120,  2136,  2137 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  extra  pay  to  the 

clerks %...2190 

remarks  on  the  joint  resoluHon  for  the  contin- 

nance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 744 

remarks  on  the  jomt  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants.  .456, 

457,  458 

McNair,  John,  of  Pennsylvania. .  .1,  57,  80,  122, 

2U1,  345,  388,  422,  494,  551,  601.  630,  640, 

660,670,771.844,859.877,1024,1140,  1171, 

1207,  1208,  I23rf,  1314,   1315,  1321,  1419, 

1515,  1557,  1972,  2139.  2201,  2308 

resolutions  bv 122,  201,  352,  494 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1941 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1313 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 730, 

731,  732,  733 

McNeill,  Mrs.  E.  A.,  widow  of  the  late  General 

John  McNeill,  Uill  for  the  relief  of .. .  .^234 

McGtueen,  John,  of  South  Carolina 1, 

46,  660, 1238,  1257, 1474,  2286,  2354,  2355, 

2356,  2472 

remarks  on  the  Mil  for  the  relief  of  the  Wil- 

romgton  and  Manchester  Railroad  Company, 

2355 
McRe'ynolds,  John,  of  Detroit,  in  theState  of  Mich- 
igan, an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1234 

McSiee  &  Eastman,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2012 
McVey,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  .1458.  1840 

Meade,  Richard  K. ,  of  Virginia 1 .  10, 27,  28, 

100,  126,  242,  267,  352,  355,  369,^370,  390, 
401,  402,  411,  416,  422,  446,  453,  550,  617, 
639,  659,  692.  738.  776,  783,  805,  855,  894, 
964,965,977,979,980,1091,1113,1149,1155, 
'  1174,  1284,  1512,  1513,  1516,  1530,  1.538, 
1553.  1557,  1562,  1563,  1579,  1580.  1592, 
1594,  1603,  16)4,  1695,  1696,  1697,  1698, 
1722,  1777.  1830,  1856,  1859,  1870,  1899, 
1906.  1908,  1914,  1926.  1927,  1969,  2042, 
2043,  2047,  2051,  2072.  2125.  2196.  2210, 
2211,  2*^12,  2304,  2306,  2323,  2324,  2342; 
2343,  2348,  2355,  2414,  2415,  2416,   2478 

resolutions  by. luO,  267,  442 

remarks  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucuses 

on  the  compromise  measures 6,7,9 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 194 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 

report 255 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill ..  .379, 

380,381,382,387,412 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Monroe 

Railroad  Company 422, 965 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 549,  550 

remarks  on   the  report  of  the  CommKtee  on 

Printing 1095 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1699, 

1723,  1724,  1734,  1745,  1746 
remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. .  .1875.  1876,  1877, 
1878, 1906, 1919, 1947, 1948, 1963, 1964, 1970 
remarks  in  relation  to  constructive  mileage. 2047 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  district  attorneys. « .  .2112, 

2126,  2156,  2158 

remarks  on  the  Army  bill  in  relation  to  the 

claims  of  the  Petersburg  volunteers. . .  .2198, 

2199 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill 2351 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill... 2198 
renHirks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

duartermaster's  Department 840 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  balances 

due  the  Creek  Indians... 1782,  1783 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase 

of  Winder's  Buildinc *. 2137 

renwrks  in  relation  to  light  duties 2072 

remarks  in   relation  to  the  publication  of  the 

laws  of  the  United  States  in  new8paper8.2054 


Meade,  Richard  K.,  of  Virginia — 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Railroad  Company. .'.. ....  .6^, 

690.  691 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants..  .270, 

624,626 
Meagher,  Jamea  F,  proposition  for  giving  him  the 

rights  of  citizenship 1520 

Means,  John  O.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 501 

Medill,  Colonel,  the  official  conduct  of,  towards  the 

Indians  discussed.   (See  Jdenomonee  Indiana.) 

Melrose,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of..  .289,  4520 

Members  Qualified •••• 10 

the  comfort  of. ••...* 199 

Members  of  Congress,  bill  to  fix  the  salary  of,  at 
$1,500  per  annum,  and  their  travehng  ex- 
penses to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government  at 

ten  cents  per  mile 1127, 1492 

Menomonee  Indians,  appropriation  compensating 
the,  for  the  sale  of  their  lands  in  the  Slate  of 

Wisconsm 1798 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 1800 

Mr.  Fitch 1798, 1799,  1802,  1818 

Mr.  Giddings 1815 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas...  1799, 1800.  1804 

Mr.  Phelps 1801, 1802, 1803, 1804 

Mr.  Sibley 1803,  1804 

Mr.  Sweetser... 179H, 

1800,1802  1803,  1804,  1817 
Menomonee  purchase.    (See  Preemption.) 
Message,  annual,  of  the  President,  and  remarks 

and  acuon  thereon 15, 

56,  57,  73, 142, 158,  212,  535 
Messengers  in  the  post  office  M  the  House,  pro- 
posed additional  compensation  to .2158 

Mexican  acquisitions,  remarks   concerning  the 

cost  of  the 809 

Mexican  indemnity,  message  from  the  President 

in  regard  to 197 

message  in  regard  to ^18 

call  upon  the  State  Department  for  information 

regarding  the  proposals  to  pay,  &c 354 

bill  for  carrying  into  execution,  m  further  part, 
the  12ih  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  of 

the  2d  of  February,  1848 209 

212,  214, 233,  316,  338,  352,  369,  379,  410 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  AUen .371,  375,  383 

Mr.  Barrere. 324 

Mr  Bayly  of  Virginia 215,  321,  338, 

341,  342,  344,  359,  360,  372,380,  411,  412 

Mr.  Brooks 422,  381,  413 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 323,  325,  326, 327 

Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts •  •  •  .373 

Mr.  Disney 316,  317,  320,  321,  411,  413 

Mr.  Dunham .319,  321 

Mr.  Edgerton 356 

Mr.  Giddings 322,  323,  324,  326,  327 

Mr.  Grey 341,  342,  357,  358,  359 

Mr.  Hibbard 216 

Mr.  Houston 215,  316,  317,  385,  387 

Mr.  Hunter 324 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee. . . .  .322,  411,  414 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 413 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky. . .  .318, 322.  328 

Mr.  McMulIin 215, 216, 316 

Mr.  Meade 379,  380,  381,  382,  387,  412 

Mr.  Millson 381 

Mr.  Olds 326,  327 

Mr.  Phelps 360, 361 

Mr.  Rantoul 382 

Mr.  Taylor 323,  324, 325,326,  327 

correspondence  of  the  Mexican  authorities  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  [Mr.  Webster]  in  re- 
^rd  to  the  place  of  payment,  d^.,  of  the. .  .377 
Mexico.    (See  War.) 

City  of.     (See  Cemetery.) 
Miamtes,  remarks  in  regard  \o  the  claim  of  the, 
and  the  appropriation  for  the. . .  .^ . . . .  .2357, 

2366,  2387 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Fitch 2358,  3359,  2360,  2366,  2367 

Mr.  Houston 2358,  2359.  2360 

Michiean,  bill  granting  lands  to,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  St. 

Mary  *s,  in  said  State 21 , 

59,  121,  225,  437,  673.  2241,  2347,  2355 
for  the  construction  of  the  Clinton  and  Kala- 
mazoo candl 121 

for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  and  Ottawa 

railroad 1656. 

1897, 1898, 1908, 1958, 1982,  2011,  2012 


Michigan — 
grant  of  land  to,  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Milwaukie,  on  Saganaw  river,  to 
Grand  Traverse  bay,  thence  to  the  Straits  of 
Mackinaw 1507 

Michigan.    (See  Wyandot  land$.) 

Michigan,  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of, 

appropriation  to  pay  to,  the  advances  made  by* 
to  volunteers 2122. 2192. 2480. 2492 

bill  confirming  to  the  State  of,  certain  salt  lands, 

2240.  2286.  2308 
Midshipmen,  propositions  in  relation  to  the  mode 

'  of  appointing  to  the  Naval  School,  dbc .  .2247, 

2248,  2258, 2483,  2494 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia 2249,  2250 

Mr.  Bowie.  ^ 2247 

Mr.  Cartter 2259,  2261 

Mr.  Clingmao 2248 

Mr.  Hammond 2261 

Mr.  Haven 2260,  2261 

Mr.  Houston , 2247,  2259 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee •  .2250,  2260 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 2249» 

2250,  2259,  2261 

Mr.  Stanly 226SJ 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 2260,  22^61 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Ohio 2247 

Mr.  Stuart .2248. 2249,  226 1 

Mr.  Taylor 226D 

Mr.  Venable 2948,  2249,  2260,  2261 

Mr.  Walsh : 2248 

Mr.  Woodward .2261 

resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  of.  .1181 
Mileage,  pro|K>sed  provision  in  relation  to..  .2191 

a  bill  for  reflating  the,  of  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives 153, 

224,284 

correction  of  the  bill  regulating,  and  remarks 
thereon ; 2045 

discussion  in  regard  to  constructive 2046, 

2048 

appropriation  for. .2048, 2068 

Committee  on 47 

reports  from  the  committee  on •  .570 

bib  regulating  the, of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon, 

570,  577,  590,  1393 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allison .572,573 

Mr.  Cartter 571 

Mr.  E>ans..... 571 

Mr.  Fitch .578,579,582,584 

Mr.  Fowler •. 571,572 

Mr.  Hall 572 

Mr.Hebard 580 

Mr.  Hendricks 585,  590,  591 

Mr.  Marshall  of  California .573 

Mr.  McMullin 579,  580 

Mr.  Orr « 584,  585,  591 

Mr.  Parker 580,581,582 

Mr.  Polk 584 

Mr.  Robinson 572 

Mr.  Sackett -583 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 583,  584,  585 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia •. .  •  •574 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania 582 

Mr.Stuart .572,581,582,  583 

Mr.  Sweetser 572,  579 

M  r.  Toombs 581,  582,  584 

Mr.  Washburn •  •  •  •  -SSO 

Mr.  Williams 592 

Mr.  Woodward .573,  590 

appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill  fer  the  mile* 
age  of  Senators  and  Representatives,  and  de- 
bate thereon 1818.  1822 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on 47,  505 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 59, 

451,  506,  561,  858,  948 

debate  in  regard  to  the  jurisdirtion  of. 77 

bills  from  the 109, 211,  423,  431,  1209.  1377 

reports  from  the ; 211,  423 

discharged  from  subjecu 423,  1393,  1446 

Military  Academy,  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  the 266, 

1856, 1949.  2017,  2044,  2065 
Military  contributions,  bill  amendatory  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  public  officers  and  others  who 
received  moneys  arising  from,  or  otherwise, 
in  Mexico,"  approved  3d  March,  1849.  ..752 

proposition  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
officers  who  received  moneys  arising  from, 

2493 
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llii^ttiy  lanrfs  in  Kentucky,  an  act  to  compensate 
^ovners  of  certain,  granted  to  the  officers 
«kI  soMiera  of  the  Virginia  State  line  of  the 
mnj  of  the   Revo!ution,  which  hare  been 

taken  as  paramoant  claims 1235 

injury  posts  and  Indians,  remarks  concerning, 

8U7 
MiBalrj  reserve,  at  St.  Peter's  river,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minneaota,  bill  to  define  the  bound- 
aries of  the,  and  to  secure  the  rights  of  actual 
seulers thereon.. 1377, 1456,  1586, 1594,  2387 
MShary  reserves  at  Tampa  Bay  and  Pilaika,  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  bill  to  survey  Uie.  ...424 
MSitary  road,  bill  to  grant  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the,  ^m  Burlington  to  Fort  Des 
Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  .•••...•••  .80 
biB  making  appropriations  for  the  construction 
of  a  militarv  road  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Fort  Dodge,  on  the  Des  Moines  river.  .80 
b^  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  certain,  in 

Wisconsin  ...  •.^. ...••.. 216 

bill  for  the  survey  and  construction  of  a,  in  the 

State  of  Iowa 285 

bill  for  the  construction  of,  in  the  Territory  of 

Oregon 437. 

1394,  1395,  1408,  1446, 1456, 1529 
cemarks  by — 

Mr.  Biasell. 1397 

Mr.  Brooks 1395,  1396,  1529,  1530 

Mr.  Henn 1397, 1398 

Mr.  Houston 1395,  1396,  1397 

Mr.  Lane ^ 1395, 1396, 1397, 1530 

Mr.  Richardson 1395,  1530 

Mr.  Robinson 1396 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 1397 

Mr.  Sibley „ 1395 

Bir.  Stuart 1530 

Mi&ia,  Committee  on  the 47 

faBl  hr  arming.     (See  Mw  Mexico,) 
Mffler,  Henry,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 436,  964, 1299 

BliOff,  John  G.,  of  Missouri 1,  59, 

106,127,201,238,239,  242,  281,  307,  390, 

423, 466,  594,  597,  617,  «40,  650,  685,  692, 

701,717,724,983,  1024,  1064,  1170,  1219, 

1349, 1516,  1844,  1960,  2229 

Tcnarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1971 

ICQer,  Noah,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep 

Rsestatives  of 1458 

Ma9,PkiUp«  biU  for  the  reUef  of. 211, 

236  239  781 
Miller,  Wmiara,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.'.*50l',  505 

MilGc^,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 211, 

236,  239,  1458,  1472 
MinBcm,Jo\iii  8.,  of  Vir8:iniA.  ...1.  80,  102,  110, 

A9:i,\aa«,  aoi,  209,  211,  217,  256, 290, 

ai,»A,»l,M,  390,  435,  505,  510,544, 
^565,760,812,  844,  912,  913,  914,941, 
Sa,  JJ5a,  ia»,  1523, 1552, 1626, 1674, 1675, 
iTSS;  ISli^  1857,  2012,  2013,  2050,  2065, 
S13S,  mi,  2192,  2198,  2216,  2227,  2228, 
2263,  2314,  2323,  2345,  2383 

Kflurb  on  the  i^Bception  of  Kossuth 188 

noirfci  on  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Williams, 

Scapfei,  and  Williama 291 

nmukw  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  biU. . .  .381 
ROMrirs  OB  the  bUi  for  the  relief  of  WilUam  P. 

Gfeeoe. 544 

leoarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 
Navy  ..914, 915, 916, 919.988, 989, 990, 1016, 
1917, 1056, 1139, 1150, 1152 
fcmarks  on  the  bill  for  the  satisfaction  of  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants. 1517,  2383 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  Une 1714,1723 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1877, 1904,- 1932 

icmarks  on  the  appropriation  to  Alabama  for 

supplies  furnished  and  moneys  advanced  to 

volunteers 2128 

reosarks  on  the  bill  fortherelief  of  John  Moore 

White. 2346 

Rmarka  on  the  appropriation  for  custom-houses, 

1751 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  .2265, 

2274,  2275,  2276 
femarics  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill. .  .2126, 

2129 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 

.  son 563,564,565,566 

Miacr,  Ahiman  L.,  of  Vermont. 1,5, 

843, 941,  991, 1335 

Minnesota,  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  and 

concinaation  of  certain  roads  in  the  Territory 

«r. 21, 1377, 1451, 1456. 1531, 1535 


Minnesota,  bill  to  provide  for  certain  roads  in — 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brooks. ,  .1452,  1453 

Mr.  Faulkner 1451 

Mr.  Houston \ 1451,  1452 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 1454,  1455 

Mr.  Sibley 1451,  1452,  1453,  1535 

Mr.  Stanly 1535 

Mr.  Venable 1453, 1454, 1455 

Mr.  Tuck 1453 

bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory  of. 281 

(See  Surveyor  General — Land  rHstricts.) 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  public  buildwgs  in  the  Territory  of.  1377, 

1409,1531 

bill   to  appropriate  lands  for  the  support  of 

schools  in  certain  townships  and  fractional 

townships  in  the  Territory  of,  not  heretofore 

provided  for 1447*,  1456,  1595 

appropriation  for  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative 

Assembly  of. 894,  2068 

(See  SL  Peter's  River,) 

bill  granting  lands  to,  for  the  construction  of 
real  road  8 — 

from  the  falls  of  St.  Louis  river,  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, to  a  point  oo  the  Mississippi  river, 

21,  200,  949, 1409 
from  the  most  eligible  point  on  Ltike  Michi- 
gan to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  in  Minne- 
sota Territory 29 

Minister,  and  Charges  d  'Affaires,  appropriations 

for  salaries,  outfits,  dbc.,  of.  .2094,  2095,  2096 

Minnix,  William  H.,  appropriation  to  pay  the 

salary  of  a  clerk  to. .  J2162,  2163,  2190,  2496 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  in  California,  bill  to 

establish  a  branch  of  the.  .21, 126, 212, 1051, 

1533, 1536, 1540, 1564, 1581,  1596 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brooks.: 1581 

Mr.  Houston 1584 

bill  to  establish  assay  ofiices  at  t^e  Mint  of  the 
United  States  at  Sacramento  City  and  Stock- 
ton, in  California ...21 

(See  Seirnorage.) 

proposed  appropriations  for  the  establishment  of 
a  branch  of  the,  at  San  Francisco,  California, 

2160 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  bill  to  establish  a.  .21, 

57,  2409 

report  committed ^•.  •  • •  •  .546 

Missouri,  bills  proposing  grants  of  land  to,  for 
raihroads  from  HanmbS  to  St.  Joseph. .. .11, 

55,  1504 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  western  line  of  said  State, 

11,  72 

from  the  city  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri 

river,  to  the  northern  Lmitsof  said  State.  127, 

285, 1516 
from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  via  Little  Rock,  to  a 
certain  point  on  Red  river,  near  the  town  of 
FuUerton,  in  Arkansas,  and  for  branches  there- 
to   ^4, 1004,  2387 

for  certain  railroads  in  said  State 544,  594, 

596,  597,  620, 630, 669, 671, 1235, 1485, 1491, 

1504, 1524, 1531 

bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of,  the  two  per 

cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 

sold  in  said  State  since  the  6th  of  March,  1820, 

and  which  have  been  heretofore  withheld  from 

said  State 127,  285,  1456* 

(See  CourU,) 

bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State 
of,  to  impose  a  tax  or  taxes  on  all  lands  here-^ 
tofore  sold  by  the  United  States  from  and  after 

the  date  of  sale .1472 

memorials  of  the  Legislature  of. 1516 

Missouri  river,  bill  makine  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  the,  from  its  mouth  to 

Council  Bluffs 127,  423 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 

the 437 

Mississippi,  grants  of  land  to  the  State  of,  for  the 
construction  of  railroads,  and  for  river  im- 
provements, viz: 
for  Memphis  and  Charleston^railroad..  .12, 108 
for  a  railroad  from  Brandon  to  the  eastern  bor- 
der of  said  State,  in  the  direction  of  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama ;  .102, 108, 1271 

for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Pearl,  Big 
Black,  and  Yazoo  Tivers,  in  said  State  of.  102, 
^  284 

for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana,  to  Jackson,  Mississippi.  110, 

225,1274 


Mississippi,  grants  of  land  to  the  State  of — 
for  the  Memphis  and  Tennessee  raiUroad . .  .224 
for  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  Louisi- 
ana, Arkansas, and.  •  • 225 

bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of, 
to  sell  the  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  that  State,  and  to  ratji/y 

and  approve  the  sales  already  made 575 

699, 1169, 1393 
(See  Deltor^Pvhlic  Lands.) 
appropriation  to  refund  to,  the  advances  to  vol- 
unteers   2131,  2491 

remarks  b)^  Mr.  Nabers 2131 

Mississippi  river,  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal 
of  ODstructions  in  the,  above  the  Falls  of  Saint 

Anthony 21 

joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 760,  1054 
Dili  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the,  above  the 

Falls  of  Saint  Anthony 224, 1377 

bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river 
by  means  of  the  dredge  ^oats,  so  as  to  allow 

,   the  passage  of  the  largest  ships 468, 

^  «»  r        1505,1743 

Mitchell,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  of  Missouri,  bill 

for  the  relief  of 543, 

547,  651,  659,  660,  661,  696,  707 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Daniel 547 

Mr.  Disney. . .  • > 663 

Mr.  Evans 547 

Mr.  Hall 549,697,698 

Mr.  Haven 663 

Mr.  Hebard .697,  698 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 662,  663,  697 

Mr.  Meade 549,  550 

Mr.  Phelps 662,  696, 697,  698 

Mr.  Richardson 547,  548 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 697 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Gkorg'ta  . . « -549,  550 

Mr.  Stuart 696,697 

Mr.  Sweetser 548.'549 

Mr.  Venable 547,  662 

Mr.  Walsh 550 

Mitchell,  A.  W.,  appropriation  for  the  payment^ 

of  certain  compensation  to r 1842 

Molony,  Artemas,  bill  for  the  relief  of 239 

Molony,  Richard  S.,  of  Illinois 1,  80, 108, 

126,  211,  354,  436,  441,  608,  1023,  1076, 

1159,  1281,  1284,  1836,  1889,  2362,  2386 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth.. ....  .193 

remarks  on  the  bQl  for  the  relief  of  Amos 

Knapp ; 239 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  Une 1730,  1731 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1899, 

1943,  1967   1991 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill.  1170*,  1283^  1315 
Moneys,  public.    (See  Public  Moneys.) 
Monroe  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the 422,  650,  962,  964, 1173,  1209 

Monroe,  Elizabeth,  an  act  granting  a  pension  to, 

462 
Moore,  Henry  D.,  of  Pennsylvania. . .  .1, 12,  57, 
58,  60,  80,  107, 108,  153,  201,  211,  258,  272, 
284,  417,  424,  446,  459,  486,  502,  629,  635, 
636,  650,  651,  665,  674,  692,  708,  738,  783, 
800,  888, 1024, 1051,  1153, 1154,  1159, 1197, 
1205,  1210,  1215,  1507,  1540,  1562,  1594, 
1624,  1655,  1730,  1768,  1814,  1934,  2017, 
2201,  2207,  2238,  2287,  2388,  2479,  2480 

resolutions  by 107 

remarks  on  tne  reception  of  Kossuth 196 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bUl .2319, 2320 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1275 

Moore,  Hiram,  and  John  Hascall,  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  a  patent  for  a  reaping  and  thrashing 

machine 437,  441,  462 

Moore,  John,  of  Louisiana. .  .1,  46, 58, 108, 120, 
126,  225,  468,  597,  671,  692,  701,  710,  735, 
800,  812,  900, 1114, 1153, 1198,  1487,  1562, 
1626,   1926,  1972,  2055,  2143,  2191,  2319, 

2323,  2479 
persona]  explanation  reljitive  to  the  Whig  Con- 
gressional caucus 1562 

remarks  on  the  hari>or  bill. . .  .1872,  1989,  1998 
Morass,  Victor,  bill  to  authorize,  to  relinquish  cer- 
tain lands,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity 

elsewhere 289 

Morehead,  James  T.,  of  North  Carolina.  .1,  660, 
665,  675,  737,  800,  941,  1198,  1216,  1315, 
1316,  1350,  1456»,  1472,  1474,  1514,  1531, 
1532,  1540,  1546,  1604,  1664,  1675,  1831, 
1933,  2123,  2190,  2274,  2355,  2411,  2496. 
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Morehead,  J&mes  T.,of  North  Carolina — 

remarks  oAthe  biU  tor  tbe  relief  ofOdbarn  Cross . 

1215 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  certnin   mul 

routes I6S4,  1665 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1316,  1335 

Morgnn,  Col.  Alexander  G.,  an  act  for  the  reiief 

of  the  heirs  of.. 462 

MortfttOttheRev.  Liiileion  K., elected  Cliaplrtin.4ef 
•,  Morris,  Thoinas,  of  Georgia,  withdrawal  of  the 

papers  of 423 

Morrison,  J«»hn  A.,  of  Pennsylvania. , .  .575,  640 
M«>rn4on,  John,  the  withdrawal  of  the  pa|)era  of.56 
Moss,   William   and    Matthew,  joint  re^toiu'ion 

g^-artting:  he  petition  of, !^3H5 

Mulloy,  John  J.,  and  others,  public  packers,  fx- 

tra  compensaii«m  to .2496 

Murphy,  ChArles,  of  Georgia 455, 1777 

resolutions  by 5i)5 

remarks  touching  the  Union  organization.. 455. 

456 
Motphy»  David,  of  Ohio,  bill  for  the  relief  of.436. 

964,2241 

Murphy,  D'\nie1,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 2272 

Murray,  William,  of  New  York 1,  1112, 

660,  843,  1238 
Musical  instruments,  proposition  to  pay  tor  <*er- 

tain,  losmt  Cerro  Gordo 2192 

,  Myerle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 4.'i5, 

964,  1299,2015,2217 
remarks  by — 

Mr,  Bocock 2015.  2221,  2222,  2225 

Mr  Breckinridge 20 15. 

2016,  2017,  2220. 2221,  2223 

Mr.  Chandler 2224 

Mr  Cleveland 2i»16 

Mr.  Florence 2917,  2218,  22i9,  2222 

Mr.  Hall 2219,  2222.  2223,  2224 

Mr.  Howe,  John  W 2016,  2tH7 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 2221,2222 

Mr.  Stuart 2222 

N. 

Nabers,  Benjamin  D.,  of  Mississippi 1, 

401,  42^,  690,  730.  716.  777.  774,  780,  7H3, 
699«  964,  978,  1155,  1220,  1629,  1630,  1653, 

1658,  1659.  1746,  1898 

remnrks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 176 

rem'irks  on  the  proposition  to  give  (he  census 

piloting  to  Donilson  &  Armstrong 396, 

401,  402.  406 

personal  explanation  by 951 

rtma'  ks  on  the  report  of  the  Commiuee  on  Print- 
in?,  of  a  poiiiical  character 1075 

remarks  on  (he  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1714 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  to  Mi8si^&lf>- 

pi  (he  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers. .  2131 

National  foundery,  biU  for  the  establishment  of  a, 

and  nrmory  on  the  site  of  Old  Fort  Mifssac, 

in  Illinois. , 468 

National  railroad.     (See  RtnUofd.) 

NaTol  Academy  at  Annapolis,  appropriations  for 

the 2247,  2483,  2493.  2494 

Naval  appropriation  bill .2237, 

2241,2258,2274,2493 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Bailey  of  Georgia .2263,  2264 

Mr.  Bocock 2276 

Mr.  Bowie 2237,  2247 

Mr.  Brooks 2279 

M  r.  Cabell  of  Fl.»rida 2276. 2280 

Mr.  Cartter 2265,  2274, 2277 

Mr  Chandler 2244,  2245 

Mr.  Clingman 2248 

Mr.  Dean 2245,  2246,  2275 

Mr.  Dunham 2264 

M  r.  Evans 2276 

Mr.  Florence 2264,  2265,  2279,  2280 

Mr.  Gentry 2243 

M  r.  Uondenow 2246 

M r.  His.lmrd 2277.  2279 

Mr.  Houston 1^42. 

2243.  2244,  2247.  2264,  2279,  2280 

Mr.  Johnstm  of  Tennesji»e 2246 

Mr.  Mill«'»n 2265.  2274.  2--i75,  2276 

Mr.  Phflps 2262,  2^64.  2275,  2279.  2280 

Mr.  Polk 2246 

Mr.  Sarkeit 2245 

Mr.  Stunton  of  Tenne<see 2237, 

2242,  2243,  2244,  2247.  2248.  2262.  2263. 

2264,  2265,  2278.  2280 

Mr.  Stuart 2-775,  2276 

Mr.SwecUcr iK245,  2262 


ss 


tr 
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Navy  appropriation  bill— 
reuini^ks  by^ 

Mr.  Taylor 2245 

Mr.  Venable 2248,  2249 

Mr.  VVa'bh 2279.  228J 

Mr.  Wildnck 2247 

for  debate  on  oilier  propositions  in  the.     (6<:e 
JUU&hijtmen, 
Navy,  bill  to  modify  tbe  pay  of  certain  warrant 

oncers  of  the... 435 

'pay  of  the  officers  on  the  coast  of  Californiir. 

(Sf e  Pity. ) 
bill  relative  to  discipline  and  to  promote  ^ood 

conduct  in  the 909, 

925,  926,  937,  900,  985,  986,   11H)1,    1015, 

1055, 1137,"I149,  1150 
Navy,  discipline  in  the — 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 913, 914,  916 

Mr.  UiHiock.988,  1015,1016.1017, 1056,  1150 

Mr.  Evans 915,  916,  917 

Mr.  Fitch 1139 

Mr.  M.llson. .  ..914,  915,  916,  919,  988,  9^*9, 
930,  1016.  1017,  1056,  1139,  1150,  1152 

Mr.  Orr 918 

Mr.  Pri.e 1 137 

Mr.  Stanly 912,  915 

M  r.  Stanton  of  Tennessee .9IU. 

911,  912,  913,  915.  917.  986,  989,  9J0, 

1055,  1057.  1138,  1152 
Mr.  Stuart  .911.  912,  913,  914,  915, 986, 1056 

Mr.  Veuable 918.  919 

Naval  Affair;?,  Committee  on 47,  56 

discharged  from  subjects 121, 

211,268.43.5.1247 

Croposition  for  a  clerk  to 421,  431 
ills  rejK)rted 431,  435,  910,  1247 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 442, 

443,849,1181 

adverse  reports .1247 

Navy  Commissioners,  proposed  nppropria'ion  u* 
pay  for  expenses  in  Califomia  and  Oregon, 

2280 
Navy  Department, communication  from  (he.  .197, 

212,369.462,617.833 

calls  upon  the,  for  informal  ion .S(I5 

call8  upon  the... 1687 

Naval  Dry-Docks,  proposed  appropriadon  f«»r  the 

purchase  of  the  works  on 2280 

Naval  Hospital  laudsf  New  York.    (See  B<mnd- 

ary.) 
Naval  service  of  the  United  Stales,  an  act  to  en- 
force discipline  and  promote  good  conduct  in 

the • 501,  909 

bill  making  a'ppropria(ion  for  the,  for  the  year 

ending  30th  June,  1853 1174. 

2481,  2484.2496,2497 
Navy  pensions.    (See  Pensions.) 
Navy-yard  and  naval  dep6t  in  California,  bill  to 

establish  a 21 

naval    depdt   in    the   Bay  of  San    Francisco, 
proposition  for  the  selection  of  a  site  for  (he, 

2494 
Navy-yard  and  depdt  at  New  Orleans,  an  act  to 

establish  a,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 468 

Nebraska  Territory,  billto  orf^anize  the 80 

Negroes,  free,  tbe  right  of  a  State  to  exclude.  .307 

Nelson,  Robert,  billYor  the  relief  of .423, 

650,  962,  964 
Nelson,  William,  leave  granted  for  the  withdrawal 

of  the  papers  of .^938 

Nevins,  W.  R.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1840 

New  Hampshire,  bill  eniitled  an  act  authorizing 

the  payment  of  interest  to  the  State  of,  for 

advances  made  for  the  use  of  the  Uni(ed 

^   Slates  in  repelling  invasions,  and  suppressine 

insurrection  at  Indian  Stream  in  said  State. 21, 

57,  266,  292,  296.  354 
bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  sf  ttlement  and  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  State  of,  ff»r  the  ser- 
vices of  her  militia,  and  for  disbursements  for 
military  purposes  during  the  late  war  with 

Grettt  Britain 21.  284 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  .531 . 

738 

New  Mexico,  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of,  to 

call  an  extra  session  of  i  he  Leeislatureof,&(*.. 

144,  285,  435,  441, 1378,  1393 

bill  to  increase  tlte  salaries  of  the  civil  officers 

in 144 

bill  to  authorize  (he  survey  of  the  public  lands 

in,  and  for  other  purposes 144 

bills  providine  for  the  arming  and  equipping  of 
the  militia  in 144,  417 


New  Mexico — 
bill  providing  for  a  geological  and  mineralo^ical 

survey  of 144 

acts,  &c.,  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of.  .241, 

251 

bill  relinrjnishing:  to  the  Territory  of,  all  ihe 

right,  title,  and   inKrrest  which   (he   United 

Stmes  may  have  to  certain  real  estate  in   ih* 

corporate  limits  of  the  city  ofSmta  P^,  in, 

1377,  1455,  1456,  1594 
bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of.     (See  Ter- 

ritorifs  ) 
bill  tr>  provide  for  additional  clAks,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  session  of  the  Territorial  A'<sen>My 

of 140i^.  1445»,  1446*,  1594 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Gorman .1446* 

Mr.  Hebnrd 1445» 

Mr.  SVudder 1445* 

Mr.  Weightman 1446* 

(See  Ltnd  Title!* — Survty — indiwi  DspredntiouM 
Cntiiested  EteetUm.) 
New  Ortoaus.     (Ste  Mivy-  Yard,) 
Newspapers  for  members.  .13, 28,  29,  31,  56,  121 

(See  Postage  ) 
Newspapers,  joint  resolution  reducing  the  postage 
on.     (See  Pusinge.) 

Newton,  Eben,  of  Ohio 1,  190.284,  791, 

1004, 1023. 1076. 1221, 1681, 2200, 2240,  2419 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth }9t} 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1 139 

New  York,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of.  .669, 

738,  1181,  1247 
(See  Mint.) 
Nominations  in  cancus  for  officers  of  the  House, 

concerning .5 

Non  intervention,  resolution  declarative  of  the  doc- 
trine of 200 

(See  fntervtntvm.) 

resolutions  ofStite  Legislaluresin  relation  to. 834 

Norman,  William,  pay  as  s  p^ge 2485 

North  American  Railroad  Company,  proposition 

for  a  grant  of  land  to  the 714 

North  Carolina,  bill  to  refund  to, iheamouniof  mo- 
ney advanced,  and  tran8pi>r(aiion  furnished 
to  volunteers  from  that  State  dnrine  the  late 

war  with  Mexico 675,  2122.  2127,  2192 

Notaries  public,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  nu(horize,to  take  and  certify  oaths,  af- 
firmations and  acknowledgments  in  certain 
cases 687 

O. 

Oaths.     (See  ^TotmrUs  PvbUc.) 

Obed  Mi(chell,  an  act  authorizing  registers  to  the 

American-built  ship 551 

Obiiunrv 1239,  1783,  1937,  2141,  2207 

OfTuK,  Theodore,  an  act  for  the  reliff  of. . .  .462, 

544,  964,  1004 
Oglethorpe  barracks,  joint  resolution  for  surren- 
dering the  site  of  the  old,  to  the  City  Council 

of  Savannah,  Georgia 1725 

Ohio  river,  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  artifi- 
cial sites  for  reservoirs,  to  be  constnieted  in 
the  main  afl^ienre  of  the,  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  submitted  to  Congress  by  Charles 
Ellet,  jr.,  and  for  other  purposes.. .  .224,  437 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navig^iion  of 
the,  between  Pittsburg  and  the  Falls  of  Lou- 
isville  .437 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  (he  navig.ition  of 
the.  below  the  Falls  at  Louisville,  and  of  the 

Mississippi  river •  .437 

Ohio,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 660, 

669,  670,  925 
(See  Judievfl  Districts.) 

bills  making  grants  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
for  the  construction  of  railroads,  viz':  from 
Springfi^-ld.  Illinois,  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  via  La- 
fayette and  Delphi,  Indiana. M83,  672 

for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  in  Illinois,  and 
to  extend  said  road  from  SprinsfieW.  Illinois, 
to  the  eastern  line  of  said  Stnr^,  thence  through 
the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  to  Toledo  on 

Lake  Erie 272,  284 

bill  srantin?  to  the  State  of,  (he  unsold  Isnds  in 

(har  State 1235,  1653 

(See  ITyandntt  Lands.) 

bill  (o  surrender  to  the  S(ate  of,  the  unfinished 

portion  of  the  Cumberland  road 1 174, 

118M5IH,  1868.  1*»83 

Olde,  Rdson  B..  of  Ohio. .  .1,  10.  21,  28.  48,   127, 

149.  170,  369.  419,  421,  506,  5,'^6,  5.39,  561, 

577,  590,  593,  608,  648,  660,  671,  686,  698, 
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Olds,  Edson  B  ,  ofOhio— 

7U4. 723, 821. 893,925, 986»  1049, 1076,  1135, 
riJ7,  1231,  1291,  1317,  1319.  1331,  1332, 
1533,  1334,  1340,*1377.  1458,»1469,  1515, 
ld3ej.  1563.  1566,  1592,  1594,  1596,  1602. 
l«;iS,  16  J9,  1652,  1653,  1656,  1658,  1663, 
1664.  1665,  1672.  16d7,  1688,  1689,  1697, 
1698,  1712,  1728,  1733,  1744,  1745,  1764. 
i;66.  1775,  1799,  1823.  1824,  lft36.  1854. 
1856,  1868,  1883,  1898,  1908,  19U9,  1924, 
19e2S,  1937,  3J12,  2U18,  2020,  2051,  2064, 
911U,  22U1,  2206,  2241,  2256,  2257,  2283, 

2284,  2306,  23^ 

Rflotoiions  by 421, 1205,  1628, 1687,  1924 

nmarkm  on  the  joiiu  reaolutiou  to  legalize  cct- 

uufi  contraeta ••. 127 

Rffnrks  on  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 159 

Rvarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  filnd- 

gn. : 237 

mnarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. . .  .326, 

327 
rasarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwi- 

n«1t 687 

remarks  oa  the  proposition  to  deciare  nil  hitfh- 

vsys,  mail  routes 1673.  1674 

fonajnka  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

CoUina  line 1733.  1746 

rcBsrks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the 

rues  of  pnatai:e 1711, 

1712,  1713,  1725, 1726,  1727,  1743, 1765 

p»innal  explanation  by 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill  in  relation  to  the 
appropriation   for  the  Q,uartermaaier'B   De> 

partment 819,  821 

itsurk^  on  the  proposition  for  a  commiue^  of 
iavesii^tion  into  the  Gardiner  claiiri  and  Mr. 

Corarin's  connection  with  it. 2301,  2305 

refsarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Rtileii^h 

aod  Qascon  railroad 690,  691 

reaarks  on  the  homestead  bill 685 

OrsofieaDd  Alexandria  Railroad  Company,  bill 

fcr  the  rdief  of  the 32,  57,  211 

Older,  qaestions  of,  in  the  House,  and  decisions  ! 

b)r  Uie Speidcer 28,  31.  56,  58,  96,^ 

%7.«,107, 121,  122,  146.  147,  149,  168,  169,  [ 
574,  285,  371,  403,  423,  434,  510,  531,  535,  i 
5Si,  ©7.  648,  661,  673,  683,  704,  7I5>  716,  I 
175,  911,  913,  915,  951,  977,  980,  981,  982,  ' 
MOJ,  1059,  1062,  1075,  1107,  1108,  111^,  { 
im.  1124.  1125,  1173,  1220,  1221.  1231, 
K47,  1248,  1250.  1251.  1300,  1377,  1378, 
14^,  1473,  1505,  1512,  1527,  1534,  1537, 
1538,  \m,  1563,  1580,  1675,  1778,  1779, 
imy  \m,  1829,  1885,  1886,  1898,  1983, 
l%\,  \%«a,  iiSl,  2065,  2093,  2191,  2230, 
2216,  2i44,  5258,  2384,  2415,  2416,  2417, 
^wstioos  of,  la  committee,  and  decisions  by  the 

ChMirttutt 142,  158,  159,  160.  170, 

171  m,  174,  194,  384,  412,  461,  478,  536, 

«5,  ffifJ.  851,  856,  857,  895,   1313,   1314, 

J3J5,  1333,  J349,  1697.  1698,  1723,  1732, 

1825, 1856,  1870,  1938,  2207 

of  bnaincas 683 

Ong^n,  hiU  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  set- 
lie  tod  adjust  the  expenses  of  the  people  of, 
in  defending  themselves  from  the  attacks  and 
kostili'jes  of  the  Cayuse  Indians  in  the  v«irs 

1847  and  184a 1034,  1377, 1456, 1594. 

2241,  2272 
acnorial  of  the  Legislativa  Assembly  of. .  .451, 

597 
tke  Delesate  from.    (See  Mileage.) 
bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  establish 
the  Territorial  Go?emment  of. . .  .710, 1377, 

1445»,  1446*,  1594 

kws  of. .« 834 

remhitions  of  inquiry  in  regard  to  protection  to 

effligrants  on  the  route  to .507,  512 

remarks  thereon  by» 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Vir^nia. 509,  517 

Mr.Brooka. 514,515,517 

Mr.  Cartier 515 

Mr.  Disney 519, 520 

Mr.  Dunham 517,  518 

Mr.  Evans 518,  520, 521.  523 

Mr.  Gorman .  • 512, 513, 514*,  520 

Mr.  Haven 513 

Mr.  Hebard 509 

Mr.  Howard 509,  510,523 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentuckv 515,  517 

Mr.  McLane. . .  .507,  512*.  514,  518,  521,  523 

jsmt  resolution  relative  to  the  seftt  of  govern- 

mcat  of  th«  Territory  of. , . . ^. ••  .710 


Oregon- 
joint  resolution  approving  and  confirming  the 
act  of  ihe  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon,  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  selection  of  places  for  the  location  and 
erection  of  public  buildings  for  the  Territory 
of,  and  for  other  purposes 1198,  1209 

(See  Territmies — hUian  ^Tribe^ — Light- Houses — 
ColUetion  Districts — Contracts — AJilitary  Roads 
— Surveyor  Qenerat — Pot  t  of  Entrif — Post  Qffice 
Departm*^.) 

Orr,  James  L.,  of  South  Carolina 1»  60, 

121,  123,  127,  142,  148,  151,  168,  173,  174, 
183,  197,  210,  225,  239,  274,  304,  344,  356, 
377,384,385.391,  392,  397,  401,  402,  403, 
407,  416.  417,  420,  432,  437,  446,  505,  510, 
531,  538,  550,  551,  568,  697,  620,  633,  650, 
660,  6T3,  6/5,  6:^3,  6J2,  699,  701,  704,  706, 
JIO,  715,  716,  737,  744,  745,  759,  770,  771, 
778,  780,  790,  800,  834,  859.  877.  894.  897, 
898,  912,  913.  914,  918,  919.  926.  940,  950, 
962,  665,  979,  981,  lOOi,  1002,  1003,  1004, 
1023,  1049,  law.  1051,  1062,  1083,  1086, 
1107,  1114,  1123,  1124,  1126.  1127,.  1137, 
1149,  1150,  1153,  1154,  1155,  1321,  1347. 
1388,  1412.  1456*,  1458»,  1506,  1509,  1512, 
1513,  1514,  1515,  1524,  1527,  1528,  1536, 
1544,  1546,  1551,  1557,  1558,  1560,  1603, 
1604,  1624,  1645,  1653,  1654,  1655,  1656, 
1697,  1699,  1729,  1735,  1767,  1768,  1777. 
1814.  1822,  1823,  1844,  1908,  1913,  1947, 
1969,  2001.  2002,  2013.  2un,  2018,  2019, 
2042,  2043,  2049,  2*151,  2052,  2118,  2132, 
2139,  2160,  2190,  2192,  2096,  2198,  22ul, 
2'22<i,  2224,  2247,  2250,  2265,  2266,  2271, 
2273,  2274,  2282,  2283,  2284,  2285,  2315, 
2316,  2345,  2348,  2353,  2362,  2368,  2386, 

2415,  2416,  2417 

remarks  on  the  resolution  4o  print  a  short  re- 
port of  the  census 304,  305 

remarks  concerning  mileage 564,  585,  591 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  contested  seat  of  the 
Delegate  from  New  Mexico 759 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Commiuee  on 
Printing 1072,  1083,  1092,  1095 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 
JN%vy 901 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  to  Florida  and 
Alabama,  for  certain  railroads. . .  .1502,  1513. 

1552 

Outlaw,  Dnvid,  of  North  Carolina. . .  .1,  108,  253, 

660,  760.  897,  1051.  1140.  1173.  1486.  1505. 

1524.  1553,  1565,  2231,  2472 

resolutions  by , .  .570, 1050 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  Raleigh  and  (iaston 
Railroad  Company 690,  691 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  additional  land 
districts  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. ....  .1653 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  declare  all  hisrh- 
ways  mail  routes 1673 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriotion  to  the 
Collins  line 1698,  1734 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Ter- 
ritories  1919 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of 
public  printer 2024,  2026 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  to  South 
CaroUna  the  mpneys  advanced  to  volunteers, 

2131 

remarks  concerning  the  expenditures  in  the 
dusrtermaster's  Department 822,  838 

remarks  on  the  proposition  that  all  moneys  ap> 
propriated  for  the  Indians  shall  be  paid  to  them 
direoUy 2369 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill .  .2163 
Ozias,  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1516 

P. 

Pages,  compensation  to 2485 

proposition  for  additional • 750 

Parker,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania.  ...1,268,  438, 

477,  486,  601,  675,  701, 724, 1051, 1095, 13tt8, 

1493,  1540,  1666,  2075,  2168,  2212,  2409 

Parker,  Samuel  W.,  of  Indiana 1,  423, 

601,  628,  629.  650,  665,  670.  825,  951,  991, 
1114, 1205, 1285, 1321, 1389, 1419, 1586, 1631, 

1643,  1806,2191,2410 

his  indisposition • 186 

remarks  on  the  mileage  question.  .580,  581,, 582 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1093, 1094,  1095,  1096 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  CIsy .1643 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill ; 1986 

remarks  on  thehbmestaad  bill.1208, 1978, 12^ 


barker,  Samuel  W.,  of  Indiana-^ 

remarks  id  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Q,uartermasier*tf  Department .824 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants...  .539 

Parker,  John  A.,  a  note  from. 714 

Parker,  John  A.  (See  Compensalion.) 
Passengers,  bill  to  amend  an  act  enmled  *^  An  act 
to  regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  mer- 
chant vessels,'*  approved  February  22,  1847, 
and  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  ventilation  of  passenger  vessels," 

approved  May  17,  1848 49, 

121,  266,  704.  1813.  2301 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  of  Con- 

f^ress  providing  for  the  better  security  of  the 
ives  of,  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes, 
551,  2127, 2227,  2299,  2312,  2345, 2412, 2472 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Ciingman 2300 

jMr.  Edgerton.  .2300,  2313,  2314,  2342,  2343 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  Y.irk 2300, 

2313,  2314,  2343,  2345 
Patentees,  bill  to  give  further  remedies  to..  109, 

285 
Patent  Office  Building,  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of ,2118 

Patent  Office  iieport,  and  discussion  thereon,  prop- 
osition to  print  an  extra  number  of  the.  .834, 

1211,  1248,  1274,  2494 
the  agricultural  part,  and  proposition  to  print, 

1233,  2471 
Patent  Office.     (See  Appeals.) 
Patents,  bill  to  provide  for  the  issuing  of,  for  a 
certain  class  of  confirmed  private  land  claims, 

in  Louisiana 1484 

Patents,  Committee  on « 47 

bills  reported 437 

discharged  from  sulvjec44i 2353 

Patton,  Nathaniel,  deceased, late  a  Represejitative 

of  Missouri,  bill  for  the  relief  of 2012 

Paupers,  insane,  proposed  appropriation  for  the 

support  of. 2132 

Pay.     (See  Aacj/i — ^rmy.) 

Pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  on  the 
coast  of  California,  and  the  troops  in  Cali- 
fornia, proposition  to  increase  the 2208, 

2209,  2280,  2494 

Payne,  William  S.,bill  for  the  relief  of. 420, 

650,  687,  1586 
Pay,  increased,  prohibited  unless  authorized  by 

law 1754 

Paymaster's  clerks,  pay  of 2491 

Pearson,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 1523 

Peaslee,  Charles  H.,  of  New  Hampshire, 1, 

5,  21,  57,  233.  284.  293,  307,  451,  650,  692, 
775,  781,  800,  825,833,834,  1024,  1377, 1806 

resolutions  by 505 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  expenditures  on  the 

mail  steamers. 506 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

Territories 1457 

Pendergrast,  J.  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 268, 

294,296 

Penn,  Alexander  6.,  of  Louisiana. 1, 

108,  284, 289.  416,  696,925. 1655, 1725. 2216, 
2271,  2282,  2353,  2354,  2385,  2409,  2410, 

2471,  2472,  2495 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  tri-montlily 

mail  between  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz, 

2352 

Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 

629,  650,  651,  664,  675,  701,  750  771,  800, 

833,  1024,  1052, 1054, 1064, 1114, 1208, 1238, 

1240, 1885 

bill  for  a  ^ant  of  land  to,  to  aid  the  Pittsburg 

and  Erie  Railroad  Company  in  constnictine 

their  roads 446,650 

bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Slate  of,  in  aid 

of  the  Hempfieid  Railroad  Company 717 

Penniman,  Ebenezer  J.,  of  Michigan. 1, 

59, 127,  494,  738,  800,  900,  941,  1238,  1331, 

1448*,  2388 
Pensions,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  and   otner  pensions  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1853. , , 1457, 1473,  1661 

naval,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1853, 

1473,  1725 

bill  making  appiopriation  for  the  payment  of 

invalid  and  other  pensions  for  the  year  1853, 
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Pensions — 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
Navy  pensions  for  the  year  ending  dOtli  June, 
1853 f 309,  1586 

bill  lo  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  provisions 
of  ao  act  entitled  an. act  granting  nve  years, 
half  pay  to  certain  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers,  non-comroissioned  officers,  musicians 
and  privates,  both  regulars  and  volunteers, 
approved  February  22,  1849 60 

bill  entitled  an  act  authorizing  the  names  of  cer- 
tain widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  sol- 
diers to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list.  .80,  225 

bill  to  continue  half  pay  to  certain  widows  and 
orphans 102,234 

bill  for.    (See  Woihington,  the  Brig.) 
Percentage  fund.     (See  Mistoim.) 

accounts,  the  mode  of  computing,  Ajc 443 

bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved 
March  3d,  1847,  and  the  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1849,  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
existing  compacts  with  the  States  in  relation 
to  the  five  per  cent,  fund  and  school  reserva- 
tions  1626 

Perkins,  Jared,  of  New  Hampshire 1, 

5,  217,  629,  877,  1217,  1854 

Personal  difficulties,  and  apoloey  to  the  House, 

and  adjustment  736,  737,  738,  814 

Petersburg,  Vii^nia,  volunteers,  proposition  lo 

pay  a  balance  due  to  the. . .  .2209,2210,  2211 

Phelps,  John  8.,  of  Missouri 1, 

11,  31,49,73,73, 108,  224,297,306,354,  468, 
550,551,  575,  594,  620,  636,  659,  660,  661, 
675,  699,  706,  707,  737,  738,  752,  776,  779, 
833,  834,  852,  855,  857,  858,  868,  871,  874, 
1064,  1096,  1158,  1170,  1507,  1745,  1751, 
1754,  1794,  1801.  1825,   1831,  2013,  2021, 

.    2042,  3278,  2281,  2283,  2286,  2353,  2417, 
2477,  2479,  2484,  2493,  2494, 2496 

remarks  on  the  Mexic^p  indemnity  bill, 360, 361 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  MitcheU 662,  669,  697,  698 

remarks  oo  the  contested  election  from  New 
Mexico 753,  759 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the.  Committee  on 
-Printing -. -.1092 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 
people  of  the  Territories 1441, 1458 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Mexican 
Boundflurr  Commission,  and  the  restriction 
contained  therein 1677, 1679 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department. . . .  1752 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  surrender  of 
bounty  land  wrarrants J2019 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill 852,  871 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, attorneys,  Ac 2086 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  ..2199 

remarks  on  appropriations  for  custom-houses, 

1750 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial' 
officers 1410, 1414, 1415, 1418 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Chick- 
asaws  for  the  defalcation  of  R.  D.  C.  Collins, 

1830, 1831 

remarks  on  appropriation  in  the  deficiency  bill 
for  the  Indians 858,  859,  870,  871 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  balances  due 
the  Creek  Indians 1801 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  fortheMenomonee 
Indians 1801, 1802, 1803,  1804 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Shawnee 
Indians 1801 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.  ..2263, 

3264,  3375,  3279,  2280 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1824, 

1825,.  1826,  1839 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  marine  hospi- 
tals  2091,3093 

Philadelphia  Gks  Works,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the, 

trustees  of  the 964,  1399 

Pilcher,  Josiah  P.,  late  a  privatein  company  F,  3d 
Kentucky  regiment  of  volunteers,  in  the  war 

with  Mexico,  bill  for  the  relief  of; 433, 

964, 1398 
Pitman,  James,  the  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of, 

494 

Pittsburg,  Kittanning,  and  Warren  railroad,  bill 

granting  the  right  of  .way  to  the,  ever  the 

frrounds  held  by  the  United  States  at  the  Al- 
egany  Arsenal,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia  919 

Plank  roads,  right  of  way  to.  (See  Right  </  Wa^')  I 


;  Plank  road.     (See  FuyetUvilte  and  Central.) 
Plank  road,  bill  granting  Uuid  for  a,   from  the 
United  States  military  road,  between  Fort 
Howard  and  Fort  Crawford  to  Fort  Wilkin», 

316 
Piatt,  John  H.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of  .964 
Plutt,  Jonas  D.,  of  New  York,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 436, 964 

Plummer,  Captain,  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Morton  Plummer  and  Mary  Reynolds  Plum- 
mer, heirs  and   minor  children  of  Captain 
Plummer,  of  the  United  States  Army..  .3345 
Poindexter,  George,  an  act  for  the  relief  of . .  .501 
Police  ^  the  Capitcd,  proposition  to  strike  off  the 

salary  for 3052 

Poik,  William  H.,  of  Tennessee 1,8,  31, 

192,  224,  240,  304,  395,  403,  407,  416,  437, 
455,  456,  458,  459,  616,  660,  751,  730,  734, 
738,  744,  770,  771,  783,  800,  812,  853,  898, 
940,  978, 979,980,982. 991, 1001, 1018, 1021, 
1035,  1049,  1050,  1062,  1063,  1069,  1070, 
1075,  1076,  1083,  1090,  1107,  1108,  1110, 
1112,  1113,  1114,  1123,  1125*  1198,  1210, 
121J,  1212,  1221,  1231,  1232,  1235,  1238, 
1239,  1256,  1271,  1275,  1297,  1298.  1301, 
1329,  1341,  1344,  1347  1350,  1378,  1380, 
1394,  1450,  1457,*  1458,»  1473,  1486,  1505, 
1515,  1527,  1538,  1539,  1540,  1595,  1629, 
1655,  1656,  1697,  1699,  1700,  1712,  1853, 
1888,  1897,  1899,  1926,  1946,  2000,  2001, 
2014,  2021,  2027,  2028,  2029,  2139,  2200, 
2210,  2211,  2231,  3236,  2237,  2238,  2244, 
2247,  2258,  2259,  2263,  2266,  2274,  2281, 
2301,  2307,  2308,  2315,  2316,  2317,  2388, 

2496    2497 

resolutions  by 403*,  1656 

correction  of  his  vote 31 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 196 

remarks  concerning  mileage. • 564 

remarks  in  retort  to  Mr.  Stanly 8&3 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing 1074, 1083,  1084, 1086 

remarks  on  the  addhional  appropriation  to  the 

Colhnsline 1699,1718 

personal  explanation  bv 1897 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. 1999 

the  adjustment  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr.  White, 

2345 
remark^  on  the  ffeneral  appropriation  bill.  .3137 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.  ..2210 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Ctuartermaster's  Department 843, 1449 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  various  Indian  tribes 893,  894 

Pool,  Richard,  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition  of. 57 
Pool,  James,  joint  resolution  for  the  settlement  of 

the  accounts  of. .... » • 2496 

Porter,  Gilchrist,  of  Missouri 1,  49, 

102,  127,  285,  307,  328,  397,  417,  430,  446, 

486,  544,  568,  701,  738,  800,  813,  825,  941, 

1044,  1051,  1076,  1562,  1586,  1659,  1934 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osborn 

Cross 1213,  1217 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 951 

Porter,  D.  D.,  proposition  to  admit  certain  sus- 
pended items  in  the  adjustment  of  his  ac- 
counts   2096 

Port  of  delivery,  bill  entitled  an  act  to  jconstitute 

Alton,  in  Illinois, a 2483, 2492, 2493 

Port  Penn,  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  the  piers 
at,  and  the  construction  of  a  shelter  for  ves- 
sels at  Reedy  Island,  in  Delaware  river.  .417 
Ports  of  entry,  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  designate  the  places  for 
the  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  collec- 
tion district  of  Pu^et*s  Sound  and  Umpqua  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  collector  at  Astoria^in-said 

Territory 1408,  1446. 

1445*,  1446»,  1447*,  1594,  1595,  1777,  1874 

Portug|ai,  the  claims  i^ainst 121 

Portrait.  (See  Clay,  wwry — Fagnani — Washington 

—Childs.) 
Postage,  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of,  on  newspapers, 
and  to  establish  a  uniform  rate  of,  on  letters 

throughout  the  United  States 31 

bill  to  rMucethe,on  newspapers  and  periodicals, 

and  to  establish  a  uniform  rate  thereon. . .  .21, 

—  1469,  1743 

bni  to  amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce 

and  modify  the  rates  of,  in  the  United  States, 

and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  3, 

1851 127,  421, 1663, 1686, 

1711, 1735, 1743, 1764, 3043, 3383, 3409,  3413 


Postage,  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of — 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Brooks ^^p. .17129 

1713,  1735,  172^^737, 1743,  1744,  1764 

Mr.  Cable  of  Ohio 1728 

Mr.  Cartter 1743 

Mr.  Chandler 1728 

Mr.  Olds 1711, 

1713, 1713,  1735,  1736,  1737, 1743,  1765 

Mr.Skelion 1713.  1728 

Mr.  Washburn 1726,  1727, 1743,  1744 

Postage  on  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix, proposition  to  do  away  with  the. . .  ..1925 
P<?8tmasters,  proposition  for  a  change  in  the  con- 
stitution so  as  to  elect. 121 

Post  office  and  post  roads,  comaiittee  on.  * .  •  •  .47 

reports  from  the 1687,  2365 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the.. ....  .225,  443 

communications  from  the.. . . ..  • 617 

bills  reported 421, 

1658,  1664,  1687,  1688,  1909,  1925,  2019, 

2353,  2354,  2385,  2409 

discharged  from  subjects..... 431,  1687 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to ^1 ,  431 

Post  Office    Department,  communications   from 

the 369,  463,  501,  547,  1233 

calls  upon  the,  for  information 1181 

joint  resolution  modifying  the  existing  laws  for 
the  government  of  the,  in  relation  to  California 

and  Oregon 2013 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
endingSOih  June,  1853.1174,3384,  3471,  2479 
(See  Kerenuef.) 

call  upon  the,  for  information ••]  687 

proposition  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  special  a§:enta 

of  the 1751 

remarks  by- 
Mr.  ATereU 1752. 

Mr.  Evans 1751 

Mr.  Florence 1 753 

Mr.  Henn 1753 

Mr.  Houston 1751 

Mr.  Phelps 1752 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky .1759 

Mr.  Taylor 1753 

i^propriauons  for  clerks  and  special  agents  of 

the 1751,  3495,  2496 

Post  routes,  bill  to  establish  certain. . . « 123, 

1935,  1937,  3477,  3484,  3490,  3493,  2497 

bill  to  establish  certain,  in  Alabama 307 

bill  to  establish  certain,  in  the  counties  of  Cham- 
bers, Talapoosa,  and  Talladega,  in  the  State 

of  Alabama. 284 

bill  to  establish  a,  in  the  counties  of  Cherokee 
and  Bemon,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. . .  .284 

joint  resolution  t(r establish 501, 1735,  2477 

Pottawatomies  of  Indiana,  appropriation  for  re- 

'  moval,  dkc.,  of. 885 

Powell,  Paulus,  of  Yiinnia « 1 

Pratt,  John  H., deceased,  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of. 544,  1299 

Preemption,  bill  to  ^rant,  to  certain  islands  in  the 

Great  Miami  nver 1533 

an  act  to  grant,  to  certain  settlers  on  the  Me> 
nomonee  purchase  north  of  Fox  river,  in  the 

State  of  Wisconsin,  the  right  of. 1235, 

1472, 1483, 1484, 1491 

Preiimption  claimants  of  the  land  on  which  the 

towns  of  Port  Madison  and  Buriinrton  in 

Iowa  are  situated,  bill  for  the  relief  or  (he. 59 

an  act  to  grant  the  right  of  prei&mption  to  aettJera 

on  the  public  lands  known  as  the  Maison 

Rouge  Grant,  and  for  other  purposes. .  .1234 

Prei^mptions,  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 

bill  to  perpetuate 110,  685 

proposition  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  by, 

1333 
(See  Swrveycr  Qeneral^s  Office  in  Caiybmia,) 
bUt  to  grant  the  right  of,  for  the  term  of  two  years 
from  the  notice  of  sale  to  settlers  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  pubUc  lands  in  Wisconsin,  known 

as  the  Menomonee  tract ,216 

(See  Settlers,) 

President,  committee  to  wait  on  the 10,  13 

the  annual  message  of  the,  and  remarks  and  ac- 
tion thereon  .15,  56, 57,  73, 143, 158, 313,  535 
propositions  to  translate  the  message  of  the,  and 

f)rint  in  Spanish  and  Gkrman 131,  133 
Is  upon  the,  for  information 59,  96,  100, 

131,  154,  443,  443,  507,  570,  640,  710,  783, 

849,  935, 1307,  1883 
message  in  regard  to  the  Island  of  Cuba.  • . .  153 
message  in  regard  to  John  S. Thrasher..  153, 
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PrefideBt — 
aeasags  in  regard  to  the  liberated  Cuban  prit- 
ooers  ••««•••••  p*(Bh  •••••••••••••••••  •213 

Beisa§e  communicanns  the  correspondeoce  in 
regud  to  the  immigraiion  of  free  blacks  to 

Brttuh  West  India  colonies 271 

measASt  and  accompanying  documents  in  re- 

gira  lo  affairs  in  Utah - .•••  .315 

eommanicauons  from  the. 212,  240,  318, 

369,377,  461,  546,  616,  617,  687,  833,  1232. 

1233, 1580, 1594 
eommunication  in  relation  to  indemnity  to  Span- 

kh  sabjeets  at  New  Orleans 1604 

comnnintcation  in  relation  to  the  release  of  the 

Caban  prisoners 1674 

Freadeoi  and  Vice  President,  proposed  amend- 
loest  to  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tion of. 443 

PreadcQcy,  the  condition  of  parties  and  the,  re- 
narks  touching,  by—- 

Mr.  Breckinridge 711,712,713,714 

Mr.  Cabell  of  Flonda 451 

Mr.  Clingmi^ 1388 

Mr.  Cullom ^ 1379 

Mr.  Dockery 1386, 1387 

Mr.  Pitch 1385 

Mr.  Gentry 1385,  1386, 1387 

Mr.  King  of  New  York 1378 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky .1387 

Mr.*Richardson..710,  712,  713,  7i4,  1382 

Rsadeotial  platforms,  the  Presidency,  &c.,  re- 

marks  in  relation  to •• 710 

Mr.  inek'mndEp,...4.nh  712,713,714 
Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi . .  .733,  737,  738 

Mr.  Richardson .710,  712,  713,  714 

Mr.Wifcox 736,737,738 

fnot,  W.,J.,of  the  coii<"ty  of  Jackson,  in  the 
8k«te  of  Alabama,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .32, 

58, 1517 

Piiee,  Rodman  M.,  of  New  Jersey.  .1, 49, 57, 60, 

m,  109,  122,  281,  285,  361,  417,  436,  585, 

6«,  6S9,  724,  738,  812,  1137,  1210,  1473. 

1474,-1775,  1972,  ^30,  2168,  2191,  2208, 

2243,  2247,  2250,  2278,  2346,  2477 

nssKilions  br 779 

MMtfks  OQ  tne  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 

B»T7 ns7 

nauks  in  relation  lo  the  expenditures  in  the 

QjBitcrmaster's  Department 836 

Aister,  public,  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
ea  Poblie  Printing  to  proride  for  the  election 

oCttsA  fi^nog  the  prices,  &c 1296 

ROttikiby  Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky. . .  .1296 

Uofocn  knnsuong  sleeted 2388,  2389 

Primer  <ittt,  t^  ^blic,  authorized  to  execute 

the  Mbbe  priauBg  without  delay 2494 

Priaterr  Uaios,  oMflDrial  from  the,  in  favor  of 
th»  miabliBlHoeBt  of  a  public  printing  office, 

«_^ .  1034 

PnaiBigf  atn  mimbers • .  .21, 

31,536,833,1211,1470 
of  Coup fu,  during  the  recess,  joint  resolution 

rehtisg  to  the ^. .  .2409 

(9eeMUekk,Tk4ma»,) 

Jotot  Committee  on.. .55 

instructions  to  the. 281, 1248 

Rpofts  from. 126, 1050, 1211, 1296, 1340, 1884 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  JointCommittee 
on » 123 

eoneemine  the 57,  80, 1745 

joint  resouition  defining  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee on,  in  case  of  delay  in  executing  the, 

1023,  1034. 1049 

rvohition  to  determine  the  powers  of  the,  under 
tlie  iostracttons  given... 1340 

reaarks  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the.  .209, 

281,  370,  404, 1284 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  (Sorman 210,  370 

Mr.  Houston 20»,  210,  281 

l^r.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 370 

oTtbe  Patent  Office  report,  discussion  in.  relation 
to,  end  the  powers  of  the  Committee  on .  1248 

of  the  Census,    (^e  CensuB.) 

rnort  of  a  co^ract  by  the  Committee  on,  with 
Donelacm  &  Armstrong,  and  Qideon  A  Co. ,  to 

sxecnte  the •.  .1057, 

1066, 1083, 1107, 1108, 1110,  1112 

Mr.  Bayl7of  Virginia 1087 

Mr.  Bocock 1058 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 1062, 

1068. 1069, 1070, 1074, 1083, 1090 


Printing*  report  of  thtf'Committee  on —  ^ 

remarks  by — 
Mr.  Clingman..l084,  1085,  1086,  1094,  11Q9 

Mr.  Pitch 1087,  1088, 1089,  1092 

Mr.  Florehce 1068, 1069,  1070, 

1071,1072,1074,1075,1092 

Mr.  Freeman 1089, 

1090, 1094,  1095, 1096,  1111 

Mr.  Gorman 1057,  1058, 1059, 1061, 

1063, 1072, 1074, 1084, 1085,  ^088,  ^jOOO,  1095 

Mr.  Haven 1059, 

1060, 1061, 1085,  1086,  1095 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 1084,  1087 

Mr.  Meade ; 1095 

Mr.  McLanahan • 1111 

Mr.  Nabers 1075 

Mr.  Orr 1072, 1083, 1092,  1095 

Mr.  Parker  of  Indiana 1093, 

1  1094, 1095,  1096 

Mr.  Phelps 1092 

Mr.  Polk 1074,  1083, 1084,  1086 

Mr.  Rantoul 1074,  1075 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 1059, 

1060. 1063, 1069.  1072,  1086, 1089, 1090, 

1092,  1093 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania 1059, 

1060, 1085,  1093,  1094 

Mr.  Venable .1088, 1094, 1110 

Mr.  Woodward ..1090 

select  committee  on 1136,  1192 

call  for  the  accounts  of  Trenholm  &>  Belt,  for  ex- 
ecuting, &c. . . .  • 1193 

bill  to  establish  a  bureau  of,  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior,  and  providing  for  the  execu- 
tion df  all  printing  required  by  Congress  and 

by  the  Executive  Departments. .  • 307 

joint  resolution  relating  to  the,  during  the  re- 
cess  2495 

Printing,  public,  bill  to  provide  for  executing  the, 
establishing  the  prices  thereof,  and  for  other 

purposes 1777, 

1792, 1793,  1794,  1795,  1814, 1884,  2020, 

2353,2355,  2387 
remarks  by- 
Mr.  Chandler 2024,  2025 

Mr.  Clingman.  .2023,  2024,  2026,  2027,  2028 

Mr.  Florence 2024,  2025,  2028 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine ^ 2026 

Mr.  Gorman 1778 

Mr.  Haven  . . .  .1778,  2024,  2026,  2027,  2028 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 1778, 

2021,  2023,  2024,  2025 

Mr.  Orr 2024,  2026 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 2024,  2026 

Printing,  remarks  on  the  resolution  to  define' the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Committee  on,  under 

the  instructions  of  the  House,  &c 1340 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Fitch 1341, 1343, 1344, 1345, 1347 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 1343, 

1344, 1345,  1347 
Printing  of  the  Patent  Office  report,  discussion  in  \ 
relation  to  the,  and  the  public  printing  gen- 
erally  1248,  1274 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia. 1253, 1254, 1257 

Mr.  Bocock 1255 

Mr.  Cartter 1248,  1249  1250,  1252 

Mr.  Clingman 1248,  1250, 1252,  1253 

Mr.  Evans 1254,  1255,  1256,  1257 

Mr.  Gorman 1252, 1255, 1256 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 125^,  1256 

Mr.  Stanly 1251 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 1252,  1255 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee.  .1252,  1253, 1254 

Mr.  Stuart 1248,  1249,1257 

Printing  office,  national,  bill  to  provide  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a 1114 

Printing  office,  public,  bill  to  establish  a,  and  to 

provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  superiA- 

tendent  of  public  prmtini^. .  .^446, 1034, 1984 

Printers'  convention,  memorial  of  the,  in  regard 

to  the  public  printing 57, 1034 

Priority  of  business r 683 

Prisoners  lately  pardoned  by  the  Ctueen  of  Spain. 
(See  Cuban  Prisoners.) 

Pnvilege,  questions  of. 107, 1472 

Private  claims,  report  on  the  progress  of  the  alpha- 
»betical  list  or,  and  resolution  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work 140 

remarks  in  regard  to,  by  Mr.  Daniel.  .140,  141 

Private  Xtand  Claims,  Committee  on .47 

billff  reported  from  the.  • • . ..  .423 

reports  from  the 423 


Private  land  claims  in  Louisiana.  (See  Patents,) 
within  the  limits  of  the  D'Auterive  claim,  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  a  certain  dass  of,  and 
for  allowing  prei&mption  to  certain  purchasers 
and  actual  settlers  in  the  event  of  a  final  adju- 
dication of  the  title  of  the  said  D'Auterive.. . 
Prometheus,  communication  from  the  President 

respecting  the  attack  on  the 546 

Prosecution  of  claims.     (See  Claims.) 
Pruett,  Elizabeth,  the  widow  and  executrix  of 
Robert  Pruett,  deceased ,  joint  resolution  for 

the  relief  of. 421,  178 

Public  Expenditure,  Committee  on. ...... .47,  58 

call  upon  the  Executive  in  regard  to  the 59 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, committee  on.  .47 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the 107, 

153,  442,  1198, 1311 

bills  fr6m  the 109,  269,  437 

reports  from  the..  • 437 

discharged  from  subjects 544 

Public  buildings,  call  in  regard  to  those  rented  as 

such 442 

(See  Capitol.) 

appropriations  for  the  repairs,&c.,  of  the  various, 

885,856 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Averett 857 

Mr.  Hibbard 856,  857 

Mr.  Houston '. 855,  856 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 855,  856, 857 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee 856 

Public  grounds  in  Washington,  appropriations  for 

^the 853 

nmarks  by^- 

Mr.  Brooks 854 

Mr.  Dunham 854     . 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 853,  854,  a'>5 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York 655 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 853,  854, 855 

Puolic  Lands,  Committee  on 47 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the j' 59, 

80,  123,  253,  441,  443,  1068, 1791 

discharged  from  subjects 121, 

2|0,  938,  1456»,  1469, 1470,  1517,  1518 

reports  from 24,  421,  1001,  1154, 1507 

hiilfi  reported  from 211, 

266,  421,  544,  672,«673,  948,  949,  950,  1001,       t 
1004,  1154,  1170.  1271,  1274,  1377,  1455*, 
1456»,  1472,  1485,  1507,  1508,  1512,  1516, 
,  1517, 1518, 1626, 1653, 1654,  1656 

bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the,  lyinf  south  of  the 
old  Choctaw  line,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

284 
fSee  Survey — Homestead.) 
in  Florida.     (See  Entries.) 
pre-emptions  in  perpetuity  on  the.    (Set  Pre- 
emptions.) 
proposition  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of 

the , 707,  710,  723 

reserved  lands  restored  to  the  mass  of  the.    (See 

Arkansas.) 
bill  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the,  in  the  ' 
States  and  Territories  of  California,  Utah, 
New  Mexico,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi; 
and  also  to  aid  these  States  and  Xerrttones, 
and  the  State  of  Texas,  in  the  construction  of 
a  railway  post  road  from  San  Diego,  on  the 
Pacific,  to  Vicksbuig,  on  the  Mississippi 

river 1984 

Public  lands,  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price 

of  the „ 12, 108 

bill  to  graduate  and  improye  the  price  of  the, 

belonging  to  the  United  States 224 

in  California.     (See  Ca^fbmia,) 
(See  8ettler$^-Mw  Mexieo^Flmida.) 

concerning  a  cession  of. .59 

bill  ^nting  to  the  State  of,  the  unsold  lands  in 

said  State 1235 

Public  moneys,  the  keepers  of.    (See  Compensa- 
tion.) 
Publication  of  the  laws.    (See  Laws.) 
Publication  of  the  laws  and  advertisements  of  ths 

United  States,  bill  to  regulate  the 11, 

59,  267,  462,  2053, 2065 
Public  moneys,  an  act  to  provide  compensation  to 
such  persons  as  may  be  designated  by  ths 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  the,  under 
fifVeenth  section  of  the  act  of  6tb  May,  1846, 
under  the  additional  security  required  by  said 

act 127,  2471 

Pulaski,  the  township  of.    (See  Survey.) 

Purser  at  Kittery,  Maine,  the  pay  of. 2494 

Pychlin,  Hiram  B.,  appropriation  to  pay,  d^., 

1831, 18391 
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INDEX  TO 


ft- 

Ctuartermaster'a  Department,  remarks  in  re^rd 

to  the  expenaitnrea  of  the 806,  815,  2491 

remarka  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Vir^nia 823,  839 

M#.  Brooks 805, 806,  808,  818,  840 

Mr.  Brown  of  Miasiaainpi 836 

Mr.  CabeJI  of  Florid* 839 

Mr.  Cleveland ; 835,  836 

Mr.  Dunham 819.  835 

Mr.  Evane 820,  838,  850,  851 

Mr.  Faulkner 843 

Mr.  Gentry 836,  837,  839,  841 

Mr.  Gorman 836,  837,  840,  841,  850 

Mr.  Hall 842 

Mr.  Houston .815 

818.  819,  821,  822,  823,  824,  835,  842 

Mr.  Howard 823,  824,  851 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee 839,  840,  842 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 822, 

623.  824,  835,  851 

Mr.  Mason 843 

Mr.  McCorkle 851 

Mr.  Meade 840 

Mr.  Olds. 819,  821 

Mr.  Orr 622,  838 

Mr.  Parker  of  Indiana 824 

Mr.  Polk 843 

Mr.  Price ; 836 

Mr.  Stanlv 822,  824 

Mr.  SweeUer. 838,  842 

Mr.  Taylor 837 

-   Mr.  Venable. 839,841 

iio 


Mr.  Wallace 


R. 


Railroods.  bill  to  provide  for  the  Ideation  and  con- 
struction of  a  Central  National  railroad  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  .21 
to  the  Pacific.     (See  fVhUncy,)  * 

ftn  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  railroads 
through  the  public  lands  in  certain  cases.  1484 
bill  and  amenamenta  iJiereto,  making  grants  of 
land  to  the  several  States  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of,  and  for  other  purposes. . .  .1536, 
1560, 1562,  1579,  1593,  1595,  1602,  1612. 

«          1616.  1624, 1626 
(See  Orange  and  ^Alexandria  Railroad  Company — 
Monroe  Railroad  Company — Raleigh  and  Gaston 
— J^orlh  •American — PiuAurg  and  Kittanning — 
Right  of    JFay — Indiana    Central  RtuthiSL — 
Lockport  and  BuffidoSoutkem  Midugan  RaU- 
road  Company, 
bills  granting  lands  to  constmct  railroads,  viz: 
for  the  construction  of  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad ».57.  224 

from  the  copper  mines,  on  the  shore  of  Lake 

Superior,  to  Chicago ,29 

from  St.  Louis  river  to  St.  Paul,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river 21,  200,  949,  1409 

from  Manitowoc  to  the  Mississippi  river. 216. 

285 
_      from  the  Wabash  to  the  Missouri  river.  .284. 

1001,2389,2411 

to  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company, 

of  Pennsylvania,  to  aid  in  the  construction 

of  their  works - 468 

proposition  for  a  grant  of  land  to  the  South 

Carolina  and  Tennessee  railroad 12, 

108,673 
to  the  several  States  for  the  construction  of  rnil- 

road«,  and  other  purposes 1536, 1560. 

1562,  1579,  1593, 1595, 1602, 1612,  1616,  \ 

1624, 1626  I 
bills  granting  lands  to  the  several  States  for. 
(See  Maine — MassaehuselU — Pennsylvania — 
Ohio — Indiana — Missouri — Iowa — lUittois — 
Mississippi  — Louisiana —  Tennessee —  IVisconsin 
^^rkansas —  IVabash — Jllabama--Minnesola — 
Florida — Michigan — Kentucky. ) 
Railroad  iron,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston,  or  Mississippi,  Tennessee 
and  Alabama,  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee 
river,  the  Coosa,  New  Orleans, and  Jackson, 
and  the  New  Orleans  and  Opelousas,  and  the 
Great  Western  Railroad  Companies,  by  the 
extension  of  the  time  for  the  payment  or  du- 
ties on 2409,  2471,  2472 

bill  and  other  propositions  to  adroit  iron  rails 
for  railroad  purposes  free  of  duty ^2, 

704, 1822 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Clingman -  • • 704  , 

Mr.  White 705  1 


Railroad  iron — 
proposition  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  admit  all,  free 

of  duty 1050 

(See  Raleigh  and  Gaslon  Railroad.) 
Raleigh  and  Gaston  railroad,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

ilie 689, 1300,  2409,  2473 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cartter 690 

Mr.  Chngman.. 690,  692,  22d5 

Mr.  Ewing 691 

Mr.  Houston 689 

Mr.  Meade 689, 690,  691 

Mr.  Outlaw 690, 691 

Randall,  Susan,  withdrawal  oC  the  papers  in  the 

case  of. 608 

Rangers,  Texas.    (See  Texas  Rangers,) 

Rank,  relative,  of  surgeons,  concerning 197 

Ran toul,  Robert.jr.,  of  Massachusetts.!, 211, 384, 

597,  664,  692,  960. 1064,  1137, 1562, 1883 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth. .  •  •  •  .167 

remarks  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  in  reply 

to   Mr.   Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  touchmg 

coalition  in  Massachusetts 38^2 

remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cabell  of  Florida.. 452 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing,  touching  his  own  political  course, 

1074,  1075 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1557 

the  death  of,  announced 2141 

proposition  to  pay  to  the  widow-the  balance  of 

pay  due 2481 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 708 

Rapids.     (See  Rock  Island.) 

Rath  bun,  Nathan,  proposition  to  pay  the  widow 

of. 1924,2484 

Ration.     (See  Spiril  Ration,) 
Recess,  proceedmgs  on  the  proposition  for  a.  1329, 

1330,  1579 
Record  of  Virginia  Patents.    (See  Comanissioner 

qf  General  Land  Office,) 
Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office,  proposition 

to  impose  the  duties  of  Solicitor  on 2191 

Red  river  rail,  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 

the 120,  284 

Reed,  Isaac,  of  M^ine. ••• 1624 

Reeside,  Mary,  administratrix  of  James  Reeside, 
deceased  .joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of .  1687 
Reedy  Island.    (See  Port  Penn.) 
Registers  and  Receivers,  the  feea  of.    (See  Land 

Warranls) 
Registry  of  vessels.     Bill  to  admit  the  Swedish 

barque  Ulrica  to  registry 210 

bill  to  admit  a  certain  vessel  [Ettawan]  to  regis- 
try  285,289.304 

bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  issue  a  register  to  the  bng  Ada.  • 289, 

328,380 
an  act  to  adroit  the  hermaphrodite  bri^  Sylphide 

to  registry 355, 462,  544 

bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 

brig  America 420, 650,  687,  926 

bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 

ship  Kossuth .420, 650,  687,  926 

an  act  authorizing  new  registers  to  the  A  merican- 

built  ship,  Obed  Mitchell 551 

bill  to  autnorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
schooner  Caroline,of  Barnstable.  .1491, 1544 
bill  granting  a  new  register  to  the  American- 
built  vessel  Amelia 1504, 1526, 1544 

Reily,  Barbary,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. ....  .1458 

Renner,  Daniel,  deceased.    (See  Callan,) 
Reports, from  Committees, order  for  the  reception 

of. 1516 

Reporter  to  the  House,  proposition  to  appoint  W . 

W.  Curran 2486 

Reporters,  seats  for  the 12,  29.  57 

Reporting,  appropriation  to  pay  for. 2139 

Reservations,    {oee  Military  Riserves.) 
hiW  to  restore  the,  to  the  mass  of  the  public  lands. 
(See  *irkansas.) 
Reserved  Lands  In  Iowa.    (See  Salt  Springs,) 
Resolutions  by — 

Mr.  Aiken 80,123 

Mr.  Allen  of  Massachusetts.  • 121 

.   Mr.  Allison 30a 

Mr.  Appleton  of  Maine 1593 

Mr.  Ashe 1169 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Georgia ,10 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 96,  201 

'      Mr.  BenneU 1083 

Mr.  Bernhisel 241 

Mr.  Bowie 103, 122 

Mr.  Breuton - 1181 


Resolutions  by —  . 

Mr.  Briggs , 306 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 200, 

•  507,  900, 1034, 1298 

Mr.  Cabell  of  Florida ^ 59 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio 443 

Mr.  Cartter. ..  .141, 158,  160, 186,  199.  2484 

Mr.  Chandler 126,  1813 

Mr.  Churchwell 2308 

Mr.  Clark. • 451 

Mr!  Clingman.ilOoi  V23iV5V,*307,*  i248,'  1613 

Mr.  Cobb ^....2306,2315 

Mr.  Cullom 1311 

Mr.  Daniel 442,561,  1034 

Mr.  Dean 225 

Mr.  Disney 306.  354,  443 

Mr.  Evans ' 123,  937 

Mr.  Faulkner 442 

Mr.Ficklin.- 422 

Mr.  Fitch 100, 659,  24 18 

Mr.  Florence 107, 844, 1062 

Mr.  Fowler 11, 441,  442,  1377,  1844 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Pennsylvania 121 ,  154 

Mr.  Fuller  of  Maine 307 

Mr.  Goodenow 443 

Mr.  Goodrich 2481 

Mr.  Gorman 253,  536 

Mr.  Hall ." 14,844 

Mr.  Hammond... •• .« .212 

Mr..Harper , .506,  850 

Mr.  Harris  of  Tennessee • .  .11,  458 

Mr.  Hebard ;... .29,122 

Mr.  Henn 59,285 

Mr.  Hibbard 11,  12 

Mr.  Hillyer 979,983 

Mr.  Houston 73,  100, 

281,  345,  1662,  1838,  1927 

Mr.  Howard 506 

Mr.  Jackson 625,  965,  983 

Mr.  Jenkins 1639,  1662,  2042 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee 443, 1868 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 750, 

1193,1238,1284 

Mr.  King  of  New  York ^ . . .  .121,  650 

Mr.  Lane 507,  710,  783 

Mr.  Marshall  of  California 212 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky 925, 1 126 

Mr.  McCorkle 1181,  1558 

Mr.  McLanahan 371,  2044 

Mr.McMullin 253 

Mr.  McNair. 122,  201,  352,  494 

Mr.  Meade. 100,  267,  442 

Mr.  Moore  of  Pennsylvania. .  • .  • 107 

Mr.  Murphy... « •  •  •  .505 

Mr.  Olds 421, 1205, 1628, 1687.  1924 

Mr.  Orr 578,1050 

Mr.  Peaslef 505 

Mr.  Polk 403,1636 

Mr.  Price 779 

Mr.  Richardson 12,  28, 181,  1662.  2042 

Mr.  Riddle 123.  443 

Mr.  Robbins 13,201, 1051, 1181,  2496 

Mr.  Robinson .96 

Mr.  Sackett 446,  2012 

Mr.  Seymour  of  New  York. . .  .122, 210,  434 

Mr.  Seymour  of  Connecticut 1516 

Mr.  Sibley. 100,  441,  948,  1068, 1791 

Mr.  Smart. 59,   100 

Mr.  Smith 391,  1051 

Mr.  Stanly 723, 736,  1192 

Mr.  Stanton  ofOhio 443 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 1768 

Mr  Stanton  of  Kentucky 58, 123,  1938 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia 29,  57 

Mr.  Strother 1198 

Mr.  Stuart 211,435,570 

Mr.  Sweetser 1813 

Mr.  Taylor 1193 

Mr.  Thompson  of  Massachusetts...  .695, 699 

Mr.  Venable. 561.  1125 

Mr.  Walsh ., 123,858 

Mr.  Weightman 12 

Mr.  Welch 506,  1813,  1927 

M  r.  Wood  ward 1 207 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on 47,  107 

bills  reported  from  the .• 423 

reports  from • 505 

Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee  on 47 

discharged  from  subjects 211,  435 

reports  from... 268,  435 

bills  reported  from .268,  435, 1523 

Revenue  from  Texas  and  the  Pacific,  concern- 
ing  812 

Rtvenue  ooUefSted  in  California.    (See  Califbmia.) 
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Rereoae  cutters,  appropriation  for  the  construc- 

doo  of  additional ^136,  2192 

Herenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  bill  for 
the  better  protect!^  of  the,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses   1664 

BfruaJ  and  unfinished  business 47 

Bffnoids,  Charles,  bill  io  ratify  and  confirm  an 
exchange  of  lands  between  the  United  States 

and 1389, 1484,  1536 

Richardson,  William  A.,  of  Illinois *....!, 

iO,  U,  12,  13,  21,  28,  29,  31.  58,  59.  60.  96, 
>7,  98,  lOT,  142.  144,  149,  154, 158, 160, 162, 
lfi9,  174,  192.  195,  200,  212,  224,  253,  266, 
267,  305,  353,  384,  388,  570,  571,  660,  665, 
673.  674,  707,  708.  710,  777,  951,  981.  983, 
1351,  1376,  1377,  1378,  1383.  1385,  1388. 
1393,  1394,  1468,  1409,  1410,  1412,  1413, 
1417,  1419,  1439,  1449.  1450,  1451,  1456, 
1442,  1445»,  1449*,  1473,  1485,  1486,  1509, 
J527,  1529,  1531,  1532,  1535,  1536,  1538, 
1540,  1543,  1544,  1551,  1564,  1579,  1580, 
1592,  1594,  1595,  1603,  1625,  1629,  1654, 
1655,  1656,  1662,  1777.  1838,  1898,  1899, 
1907,  1919,  1983,  1985,  1991,  2001,  2167, 
2190,  2191,  2306,  2323,  2410,  2414.  2415, 

2417,  2418 

renlntioDa  by 12. 28, 181, 1662,  2042 

lemarJcs  concerning  the  action  of  the  caucuses  on 

the  compromise  measures 7, 8 

recnarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing^  for  the 
assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants.  150, 151 

rea»rks  on  Questions  of  order 171 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  for  a  railroad 

from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul 200 

m&arks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth...  162,  194 
Temarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  laws  of  New 

Mexico 252 

xoalrks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 

Mitchell 547,  548 

reauirks  defensiTe  of  Judge  Douglas 710. 

712,  713,  714,  1382 
resttrkj^on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories.. 1457,  1458 

reoarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Or«^on 1395,  1530 

marks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  Ter- 
ritories  1911 

on  the  h&rbor  bill 1918, 

1965. 1988,  1991,  1996 

on  the  homestead  bill 710 

itsukt  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

oStm 1114,1415,  1450 

Richmond,  Wm.  A.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  .547 

Rida\e,Geo.  Reed,  of  Delaware. . . .'. 1,  57, 

60;  m.l74,  443,  459,  510,  539,  636,  686, 
•;45,8W,  8»,  1024,  1127, 1321,  2050,  2093, 

2281 

TeaobtioBsby „ 123,  443 

resiarirs  in  regard  to  printing  the  maps  of  the 

Cos*  Sorrejr. 444 

remarkt  oa  the  harbor  bill 1942 

nmarka  on  the  homestead  bill 1139 

B%ht  of  ny.    (See  TeUgrapfu. ) 
to  railroeds.    (See  PUtHmrg  and  KiUanning-^ 
F^^tnWtMd  Central  Plank  Road— St.  Gen^ 
mere  and  Iron  J^ountain  Plank  Road  Com- 

ml  to  eratit  the  right  of  way  to  all  railroads  and 
pkni  roads  passing  through  the  public  lands 

relongin^  to  the  United  Slates 1627, 

l&S,  1^9, 1662, 1836, 1837, 1853. 1868, 1883 
BUey,  General,  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 

coonu  of. 1209 

Riode  la  Plata  and  its  tributaries,  proposition  to 
send  a  steamer  of  light  draught  to  survey  the, 

2247 
Ritchie,  Thomas,  joint  resolution  providing  a  set- 
tlement with,  the  assignee  of  William  M. 
Belt,  for  printing  in  the  3lst  Congress.  .1884, 

2257 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing,  in  favor  of  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 

counu  of. .^ ^  .  .2196,  2206 

remarks  by  Mr.  Stainton  of  Kentucky 2196 

Khers,  improvement  of.  (See  lUinoia — Red — Mis- 

Momii — S4»vannah — Mmissippi —  Okuh-^rkanaas 

—ram  H0Ur-~8t.  Peters. 

Rix,  Gamer,  bill  entitled  an  act  to  place  the  name 

of,  on  the  list  of  revolutionary  pensioners. 701 

Rlwde  Island,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of, 

494 
Rhodes,  Thomas,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. . .  .1235 

Rottds  and  CanalSf  Committee  on.,., 47 

rvpMts  Crsfti  the 1393 
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Roads  and  Canals,  Committee  on — 

instructions  to  the •  ..212 

debate  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  on, 

212 

bills  reported  from  the 437, 1208,  1377 

Roads,  bill  for  the  construction  of.    (See  ^nne- 

sola — RMtroads — MilUary  Roads.) 
Robbins,  John,  jr.,  of  Pennsylvania..  .♦. .  •  .1,  57, 
110.  122.  2U0,  201,  202,  290,  328,  370,  388, 
413,  420,  437,  441,  459,  544,  601,  629.  636, 
638,  640,  651,  659,  663.  665.  675,  686,  689, 
692.  696,  701,  708,  715,  717,  724,  738.  744,  1 
745.  760,  834,  844.  897.  944,  951,  983.  1024, 
1050, 1051, 1054, 1096,  IKl,  1181, 1212, 1221,  | 
1234, 1238. 1284, 1398, 1458, 1473, 1493, 1514, I 
1565, 1566, 1579, 1596, 1604, 1653, 1681, 1689, 
1700, 1823, 1898, 1905, 1924. 1937, 2160, 2192, ' 
2201,2238,2274.2282,2283,2300,2314,2342, 

2477,  2480,  2496  . 

resolutions  by 13,  201,  1051,  1181,  2496 

Roberts,  Benjamin  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  .2385  { 

Robie,  Reuben,  of  New  York.. .1,  202,  724,  843.  \ 

951,  1389, 1398, 1449*,  1474, 1592, 1604, 2496  ; 

Robinson,  .Tohn  L.,  of  Indiana It  58,  96,  i 

102,  126,  142,  307,  397.  437,  574,  578,  593, 
692,  1004,  1015,  1397,  1408,  1456,  1472  I 

resolutions  by 96 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 1^  j 

remarks  on  the  relative  j^urisdlction  of  the  Com-  ' 
mittees  on  Commerce,  and  Roads  and  Canals  i 
over  ihe  subject  of  harbor  and  river  improve-  I 

ment 212  ' 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage .572 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line.. ; .; 1719.  1720  ! 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon 1396 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1929,  1966,  1967 
Robinson,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .211, 

235,  239, 1458 
Rock  Tslancf  and  Des  Moines  rapids,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the, 

108,121,225,437 
Rogers,  John  B.,  of  South  Carolina,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. /. 544,  964,  1299 

Rohan,  Richard,  leave  gran  ted  US  withdraw  the  pa- 
pers of. 1655 

Ross,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania .1, 

56,1627,1631,1655,2201 
excused  from  service  on  the  Naval  Committee.56 

Russell,  Joseph,  of  New  York 1,  1004,  1076 

Rules  of  the  House,  adoption  of  the  last 10 

propositions  to  amend  the. . .  .10, 123, 184,  814 

Committee  on  the 106 

suspensions  of  the 814,  2492 

the  five  minutes,  propositions  to  suspend .  .2042, 

2043,  2188,  2495 

S. 

Sackett,  Wm.  A.,  of  New  York 1, 

57,  108,  109,  110,  122,  141,  147,  267,  420, 
446,  437,  441,  444,  446,  494,  5B8,  544,  635, 
636,  650,  683.  852,  871,  896,  900,  962,  963, 
964.  980,  986,  1034,  1041,  1061, 1172,  1173, 
1219,  1221,  1222,  1224,  1278,  1298,  1300, 
15U6,  1507,  1512,  1513,  1514,  15 l5,  1516, 
1518,  1664,  1674,  1679,  1681,  1723.  1744. 
1766,  1854,  1855,  1869,  1886,  1996.  2015. 
2016,  2044,  2047,  2244,  2287,  2323,  2352, 

2388 

resolutions  by 446,  2012 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
in  the  District  of  Colombia 267 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Hannah  Samp- 
son  295 

remarks  concerning^  mileage 5^ 

reiharks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osborn 

Cross 1213, 

1214,  1215,  1216,  1217,  1222,  1223 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  declare  all  high- 
ways mail  routes 1673 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
Collins  line 1722 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to 
plank  and  railroad  companies 1837 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1873, 

1874,  1944,  1995,  1996,  2000 

remarks  in  relation  to  constructive  mileage,  2046 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill,  871 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refund  to  Virginia 
the  moneys  advanced  to  volunteers. . .  .2130 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wat- 
son   ..• 611, 

€14,  793, 794,  7»5,  796.  797,  798. 1039 


Sackett,  WilKaM  A.,  of  New  York— 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1278, 

1279,  1281.  1282.  1316 
remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  tne^  Indians 873 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2245 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. . .  .537 
remarks  on  the  oitl  making  land  ii^arrants  as- 
signable  ; ..483,  484,  485 

Salary.      (See   Co  suls — Members  of    Congress — 
Judges— Territo  ial  Officers.) 
salaries  of  civil  officers.     (See  J^ew  M€xxco^ 
Salines.     (See  Wisconsin — Indiana.) 
Salt  Springs,  relinquishment  of.      (See  Iowa — 
Michigan. ) 

Sampson,  Hannah,  bill  for  the  relief  of 268, 

295,297 
Sandwidi  Islands,  appropriation  for  the  salary  of 

a  Commissioner  to 2094,  2192 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Brooks 2094 

Mr.  Goodenow 2094 

San  Francisco,  bill  for  -the  relief  of  the  snfi<A*ers 

by  fire  in,  in  the  years  1849,  *50  and  '51.  .272 

Santa  F€.  relinquishment  of  real  estate  in.    :(See 

^e\D  Mexico.) 
Savannah  river,  bill  for  the  removal  of  ojwtruc- 
tions  in  the,  in  the  State  of  Georgia  ...  .201, 

225,  284,  1458.  1783 

Savage,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee. .  .1,  5,  6, 10, 195, 

417,  910,  1624,  1625,  1897,  1968,  1972,  2001 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth. . « .  .*.195 

rerharks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 

Collins  line 1721,  1731 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1968, 

1993,  1994,  1995 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  assign- 
able  498 

Schermerhorn,  Abraham  M.,  of  New  York.l,  60, 
110,  183.  225.  617,  640,  651,  701,  781,  859, 
1004,  1096,   1127,   1238,   1321,   1681,  1908, 

1937,  2100 
Schools,  cottimon,  bill  granting  lands  to  the  several 
States  of 'the  Union  for  the  establishment  of 
a  permanent  and  efficient  svstem  of.636,  650 
School  lands,  bill  to  authorize  the  school  commis- 
sioner of  fractional  township  No.  1,  range 
ten  east,  in  Alabama,  to  locate  one  section  of 
land  for  school  purposes,  in  lieu  of  lands  to 

be  relinquished .'. 938 

biltto  authorize  the  States  in  which  the  sixteenth 
sections,  granted  for  school  purposes.  He,  to 
relinquish  such  of  those  lands  as  may  be  com- 
paratively valueless  or  unfit  for  cultivation, 
and  to  select  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof.,  .938 
(See  Mississippi — ^/a6afno.) 
bill  to  appropriate  lands  for^the  support  of 
schools  m  certain  townships  and  fractional 
townships  in  the  Territory  of  IJifinneRota.  not 

heretofore  provided  for 1447*,  1456,  1595 

Schoolcraft,  John  L.,  of  New  York 1,  594, 

,  708,  800,  812,  859 

School  lands.    .(See  Mississippi.) 

Schoonmaker,  Marius,  of  New  York 1,  345, 

445,  585,  77H  844,  1546, 1562, 1616,  1996, 

1997,  2237,  2238 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  480 

Scott,  General,  speeches  touching  opinions  of. 451 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Cabell  of  Florida 451 

Mr.  Cullom 1378 

Mr.  Fitch 1385 

Mr.  Gentry 1385 

Mr.  Howard 1155,'  1157,  1158 

Mr.  Outlaw 1 157 

Mr.  Stanly 1156. 1157. 1158 

Seudder,  Zeno,  of  Massachusetts 1,  60,  168, 

197,  201,  216,  225,  258,  328.  407,  435,  438, 
459,  468,  486,  585,  701,  722,  7»3,  800,  812,- 
843,  844,  951,  1034,  1054,  1159,  1257,  1284, 
1377,  1398,   1408,  1516.  1523,  1562,  1604, 

1934,  2200,  2201 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  additional 

clerks  for  the  Legislative  Assemby  of  New 

Mexico 1445* 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1992,  1993 

Scurry,  Richardson,  of  Texas 1,  123, 

126,  127,  284,  571,  649.  650.  664,  734,  744, 

1212, 1217,  1456,  19r4,  2388 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the 

Territories ,  .1914,  1915 

remarks  on*  the  harbor  bUl 1989 
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Seamen  who  die  in  the  hospital  at  New  York, 
proposition  for  the  purchase  of  a  place  for  the 

burial  of w 2279,  2282 

Seamen,  number  registered,  dbc 77 

Seats  of  members,  scheme  of  allotment,' and  pro- 
cess  11,12,28 

Secession  doctrines,  and  the  purposes,  of  the  se- 
cession party,  incidentally  discussed  on  the 

question  of  public  printing •  •  .1110 

(See  Printing.)               * 
Seignorage,  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasoiV 
in  relation  to  the  charge  for,  at  the  Mint.  1596 
Seipmes,  Lieutenant  Raphael,  proposed  compen- 
sation to. .2493 

Seminole  warriors  in  the  serrice  of  the  United 
States  at  Port  Brooks,  proposition  to  pay  the 

survivors  of  the ^491 

Semoice,  a  frieAdly  Creek  Indian,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 423,  962,  964,  2228 

Senators,  proposition  for  the  election  oT,  by  the 

qualified  voters  of  a  State 484 

Seneca  Indians  of  New  York,  appropriation  for, 

857,867 

Sere:eant-at-Arms,  the  election  of 11 

Settlers,  actual,  bill  to  grant  lands  to 12,  29 

protected.    (See  Military  Reserve,) 
on  the  lands  on  the  line  of  the  Central  railroad 
and  branches,  by  granting  pre-emption  rights 

tKereon,  bill  to  protect 56, 

1170, 1579, 1942, 2047 
(See  Preeinp/ion.^ 

bill  granting  lanasto • • .  •  •  .225 

Settlement  of  the  Public  Lands,  bill  to  encourage. 
(See  Public  Undt.) 

Settees,  iron,  for  the  public  grounds 2097 

Sewing  women  in  Qovemment  employ^  proposi- 
tion to  increase  the  pay  of 2190 

Seymour,  David  L.,  of  New  York 1, 

77,  109,  127,  175,  210,  242,  258,  266,  284, 
291,  307,  354,  419,  420,  421,  424,  432,  433, 
434,  523,  535,  544,  561,  616,  617,  628,  636, 
660,  674,  675,  687,  689,691,704,724,780, 
790,  801,  834,  869,  877,899,925,939,949, 
951,  963,  980,  1001, 1050,  1083, 1221,  1224, 
1238,  1247.  1270,  1271,  1300,  1332,  1351, 
1396, 1408, 1445*,  1446*,  1448»,  1474, 1484*, 
14H6,  1491,  1515,  1529,  1536,  1560,  1565, 
1566.  1579,  1580,  1584,  1585,  1625,  1745, 
1792,  1806,  1813,  1823,  1858,  1k59,  1868, 
1869,  1870,  1883,  1886,  1887,  1888.  1889, 
1907,  1915,  1927,  1938,  1999,  2000,  2001, 
2002,  2013,  2014,  2065,  2122,  2162,  2195, 
2284.  2299.  2301,  2307,  2312,  2318,  2356, 
2386, 2389, 2410,2411, 2412,  2413,2415, 2484 

resolutions  by 122,  210, 434 

remarks  on  the  reference  of  that  portion  of  the 
President's  message,  relating  to  commerce, 

142 

remarks  on  Questions  of  order 171 

remarks  on  tke  relative  jurisdiction  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  Commerce, 
over  the  subject  of  harbor  and  river  improve- 
ments  •213 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  publication  of 

the  laws  of  the  United  States 553 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 697 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  constructing  roads  in  the 

Territory  of  Minnesota 1454,  1455 

remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  the  ports  of  en- 
try for  the  collection  district  of  Puget  Sound, 

1446»,  1447* 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Orefon 1397 

remarks  on  the  adaitional  appropriation  to  the 

(Jolliifcline 1717 

r«marks  on  the  harbor  bill •  ..1870 

1874,1875. 1876.1877, 1901, 1905. 1907, 1918, 
1919, 1927, 1932, 1941, 1943. 1944, 1945, 1946, 
1960, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1969, 1979. 1986, 1987. 

1990.2385,2495 
remarks  oo  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

653.  1754 
remarks  on  the  bill  reflating  the  fees  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  district  attorneys.^ .  .215^, 

2186 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  the 

lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  steamboats, 

2300,  2313,  2314, 2343,  2345 

remarks  on  the  light-house  appropriation  bill, 

2318, 2320,  2322,  ^333,  2350,  2351 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1334 

remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  the  public 
graunds  in  Waahrngtoa*  • • .  •  •  •  ,fti6 


Seymour,  David  L.,  of  New  York — 
remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill, 

for  certain  Indians ..896,  1754 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill . .209 1. 

2162,2163 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties 2072 

Seymour,  Origen  S.,  of  Connecticut. .....  1, 120, 

170,  731,  759,  790,  1298,  1316.  1507, 1693, 

2013,  2014,  2126,  2217 

resolutions  by. . » 1516 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill .  i2129 
Shade,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  ..435.  963,  964 
Shaler,  Major  Ephraim,  late  of  the  United  States 

Army,  bill  for  4he  relief  of 919 

Shawnee  Indians,  appropriation  for 1800, 

2367,2386 
remarks  by — 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas... 1800, 1804,  2361 

Mr.  Phelps .' 1801 

Sherman,  Charles  H.,  and  other  mariners  de- 
tained as  witnesses,  &«.,  an  appropriation  to 

pay 2132 

Shly,  John,  of  the  State  of  Gfeorgia,  bill  to  extend 

%  patent  heretofore  e^ranted  to 290 

Sibley,  Henry  H.,  of  Minnesota 21,60,  102, 

109,  121,  153,  209,  221,  244,  283.  285,  297, 
361.  568,  671,  738, 781,  884.941, 1034,  1044, 
1174,  1182,  1210,  1236,  1393,  1409,  1414, 
1446,  1449,  1450,  1556,  1456*,  1511,  1528, 
1529,  1531,  1532,  1535,  1592,  1594,  1631, 
1696,  1825,  1826,  2229,  2312,  ^15,  2324 

resolutions  bv 100.  441,  948,  lU6d,  1391 

remarks  on  the  jurisdicion  of  the  Committee  on 

Territories „ 200 

remarks  on  the  bill  makine  appropriation  for 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota%.  ..1451, 

1452,  1453 
remarka  concerning  the  expenditure  of  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Territorial 

Legislatures 1691 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon 1395 

remarks  on  the  haruor  bill 1938 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

1691,1696,1753 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

officers 1410.  1418, 1448 

remarks  on  the  claims  of  the  Meoomonee  In- 
dians  1803,1804 

remarks  on  items  in  the  Indian  appropriation 

bill ...1826,  1827 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill.. 2068 
Silk,  raw,  import^  into  the  United  States,  bill  to 

abolish  the  duty  on ; .  .692 

Simmonds,  Captain  Lewis  E.,  bill  for  relief  of .  1247 
Simmons,  Mauriqie,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .436, 

964.  1235 
Simmons,  Seneca  G.,  an  act  for  relief  of. . .  .1235 

Skelton,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey 1»  97, 

238.  239.  415,  441, 443.  799, 898, 1173,  1193, 
1334,  1725,  1726,  1744,  n75,  1305,  1879. 
1983,  1984,  2000,  2047,  2048,  2167,  2193, 

2200,  2238,  2278,  2409.  2483 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  assign- 
able   497 

remarks  concerning  newspapers  for  members.  14 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 

printing  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong 403 

remarks  on  the  postage  bill 1712,  1728 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1969 

personal  explanation  b^.. 2120 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  building  an  iron 

war  steamer  for  harbor  defense 2238 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  land  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship-canal  around  the  Falls  of 

St.  Mary 2241 

remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 2200 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 926 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill  .2098. 

2099 

remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 

bridges  over  the  Potomac.  .2098.  2099.  2116 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  increased  pav  to 

the  clerks.  &^ , 2167 

Skinner,  Sergeant  Leonard,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

423,  962,  964,  2228 
Slavery  question  discussed.   (See  fVataon,  James,) 
Slaves  purchased  from  Creek  Indians,  bill  to  in- 
demnify for.     (See  WaUonfJtttnea.) 
Slaves,  bill  entitled  An  act  to  repeal  the  9th  and 
10th  sections  of  the  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808. .  ..99 


Slingerland,  Patience  H.,  alias  Patience  H.  Ath- 

erton,  bill  for  the  relief  of .2030 

Slocum,, William  A.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  personal  representatives  of. 28H9 

Smart,  Ephraim  Kf,  of  Maine 1.  5. 11.  59, 

127.  345.  369,  410,  423,  431.  462.  506,  539, 
551.  568,  590.  640,  649,  664,  691.  692.  715, 
737,  745,  781.  815,  833,  877,  979.  982.  1049. 
1050, 1076. 1114. 1137, 1150. 1172. 1173. 1205, 
1514, 1515, 1562. 1631. 1655, 1666, 1777. 1794. 
1795. 1836, 1838, 1856, 1868, 1869, 1883, 1937, 
2014,2016,2048,2049.2054,2055,2074,2093, 
2098.2114.2132,2159,2191,2195,2201.2216 

resolutions  by. 59. 100 

remarks  in  relation  to  prosecution  of  claims  by 

officers  of  the  Government,  6cc, ,, ^.59 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  publication  of 
the  laws  and  public  advertisements  of  the 

United  States 464 

remarks  on  the  bill  re^ulatine  the  publication  of 

the  laws  of  the  United  St^es 551,  553 

remarks  on  the  proposition  declaring  all  the  high- 
ways and  roads  mail  routes 1679 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill • 1990 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2099, 

2191 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties  . . .  .2073 

Smith,  Wm.  R.,  of  Alabama 1,  58,  96,  97, 

258,  272,  281,  284,  307.  391.  617,  780.  783, 

1004, 1051,  1205,  1795.  1879 

resolution^  by 391. 1051 

excused  from  service    on    the  Committee  of 

Claims -. ^ 

remarks  on  Kossuth 58.  97 

Smith,  Sarah,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of. .  .630 

Smith,  Andrew,  bill  for  the  relief  of 423, 

650.687 

Smith,  Philo,  bill  for  the  relief  of. •.  .1836 

Smithsonian  Institution,  the  regents  of  the  .  ..186 

Snodgrass.  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 290 

Snow,  William  W.,  of  New  York 1, 

693,  898,  1616, 1567 
South  CUiroIina,  proposition  to  paj  to,  for  moneys 
advanced  for  damages  sustained  by  her  vol- 
unteers   2122,  2491 

appropriation  to  refund  to,  the  advances  to  vnl- 

unteers  by  said  State 2131,  2491 

remarks  by  Mr.  Orr 2131 

Southern  Michigan  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the 1909 

Souards,  Rosanna,  an  act  for  the  relief^  of. .  .1458 
Spanish  Consul  and  other  subjects  of  Spain  re- 
siding at  New  Orleans,  and  of  subjects  of 
Spain  at  Kev  West,  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  the,  by  indemnity,  for  losses  occasioned  in 

the  year  1851 1779 

Spalding,  Samuel,  the  withdrawal  of  the  papers 

of. 201 

Spalding,  Stephen,  the  withdrawal  of  the  papers 

of. .285 

Spautding,  Harlow,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1247 

Speaker,  the  election  of •. . . .5 

the  vote  of  the 1794 

Linn  Boyd  elected,  and  his  inaugural ...  .9, 10 
decisions  of  the.    (See  Order,  questions  nf.) 
Speiden,  William,bill  for  the  relief  of..  1926. 2495 
Spirit  ration  in  the  Navy,  concerning  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the •  .  •  .443 

Spoliations,  French,  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1801, 
bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  sat- 
isfaction of  the  claims  ttT  American  citizens 

for 102,  121, 1238,  1247, 1604.  2257 

StaflTord,  Aaron,  bill  for  the  relief  of.. .  .964,  1299 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  bill 

for  the  relief  of. 436 

Stanly,  EUlward,  of  North  Carolina.. .  .1,  5,  8,  9, 
168,  170. 183. 194,  253,  280.  281,  284,  290, 
384,  401,  403,  417,  432,  434,  442,  501,  506, 
659,  664,  670.  675.  706,  707,  716,  737,  775, 
778,  780,  790,  800,  805,  812,  814.  815.  820, 
821,  833,834,855.  867,876,894,895,  897. 
898.  899.  910,  925,  937.  938,  939.  948,  951. 
960.  964,  965,  977.  978.  979,  980,  981.  982, 
983,  1003,  1004.  1041,  1051.  1071,  1076, 
1089,  1095.  1107,  1108,  1112.  1114,  1123, 
1127,  1136,  1154,  1155,  1156,  1158,  1168, 
1170,  1173,  1181,  1192,  1193,  1207,  1221. 
1238,  1247,  1251,  1279,  1284,  1297.  1320, 
1321,  1329,  1342.  1346,  1347,  1348,  1349, 
1351,  1378,  1386,  1388,  1394.  1455,  1449», 
1456»,  1458»,  1507,  1510,  1512.  1515,  1523, 
1524,  1527.  1531,  1532,  1533,  1535  .1551. 
1553,  1561,  1565,  1579,  1580,  1625,  1681, 
1743.  t74S,  1778,  1779,  1794,  1836,  1839, 
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ScaniT.  Edward,  of  North  Carolina — 

1856,  1683,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1888,  1898, 
1904,  1924,  1925,  19«,  1999,  3011,  2017, 
2043,  2044,  2048,  2049,  2055,  2075,  2132, 
2188,  2191,  2192,  2]93,  2206,  2207,  2228, 
9229,  2230,  2235,  2257,  2281,  2284,  2316, 
2334,  2370,  2386,  2387,  2412,  2413,  2416, 

2480,  2493 

Rwlotioos  by « 723,  736^  1 192 

ranarks  on  tae  rules ,. 10 

raBarka  oo  questions  of  order 168,  169 

remarks  on  ta*  reception  of  Kossuth 187 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  derks 

to  ^MDinittees • 432 

remarks  perK>Dal  to  Mr.  Qiddings 532, 

533,  534,  535 , 

reraarks  pefsonal  to  Mr.  Polk. . . ;« 893 

r«narks  in  regard  to  the  compromise  resolu- 

ti*»ns ; 983 

resoarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 

NaTj 912,915 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
greastonal  caucus,  and  the  opinions  of  Gen- 
eral SaoUoD  the  compromise  questions.  1157, 

1158,  1159 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Brooks  concerning  an 
article  whicli  appeared  in  the  New  York  Ex- 
press on  the  Whig  Congressional  caucus.  1 172, 

1173 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  satisfaction  of  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants. •  .1517 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  sev- 
eral Territories 1909, 1910,  1911,  1912 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1875, 

1876,  1969,  2000 

in  relation  to  constructive  mileage.2D46 

(on  the  deficiency  appropriation  1m11.894, 

898,  1843 

B  on  the  proposition  to  refund  to  North 

Csralintt  the  advances  made  to  volunteers, 

2127 

narks  on  the  proposition  for  the  support  of 

dke  insane  paupers  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

, 2133 

on  the  light-house  bill 2319 

on  the  mods  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navy 2262 

EBsrks  eoncemine  the  expenditures  in  the 

<^nartermaater's  Department 822,  824 

"■arks  00  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

far  certain  Indians 892,  893,  894 

;'s  report  of  the  exploration  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  proposition  to 

prat  extra  copies  of. 2496 

BdBiea, Frederick  P.,  of  Tennessee 1,  21, 

96,123,154,158. 160, 171, 172, 187. 197,  225, 

^\,  «a,  «8,  292,  304,  353.  402,  407,  421, 

«1,  43S.  Ma,  445,  446.  501,  550,  575,  609, 

617,  Q8,  671,  834,  859,  889.  909,  910,  911, 

914, »,  «7,^,960,  988,  990, 1002,  1003, 

WW,  iOW,  1035.  1054,  1055,  1114,  1124, 

IIX,  1137,   1140,  1150,  1151,  1153,  1154, 

iJ97.  1198,   1221,  ISm,  1235,  1252,  1253, 

lf€,   1358,  1300.  1320,  1321,  1334,  1347, 

J3«,  1351,  1378,  1472,  1553,  1560,  1561  ^ 

1580,  1585,  1586,  1604,  1629,  1630,  1674, 

1676,  1687,  1696,  1745,  1777.  1794,  1814, 

Jffl2.  1823,  1824,  1887,  1933,  2067,  2071, 

S091,  2135,  2168,  2230,  2248,  2278,  2281, 

2»0,  2307,  2308,  2356,  2386,  2388,  2415, 

2416,  2417,  2471,  2476,  2480,  2481,  2483, 

2495 

f'fwhitions  br 1768 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 177 

««n*Hts  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 

reports 254 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  J.  Pcm- 

<*«5raat 294,296,297 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  clerk 

to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiaim 431, 

432,  433,  434 
remarks  concerning  mileage.. . . .  .5^,  584.  585 

remarks  on  the  Florida  railroad  bill 1003 

remarks  relative  to  discipline  in  the  Navy .  .910, 
911,  912,  913,  915,  917,  986,  989,  990. 1055. 

1057,1138^1152 
rcmaHcs  on  the  bill  concerning  the  salaries  of 

Territorial  offices 1236 

remarks  on  the  piinting  of  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port  1251,  1252,  1254,  1255 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  floating  dry-dock  at 

Sail  Francisco 1675,  1676 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 
CeUias  line 17U,  1722, 1724, 1731, 1735 


Stanton,  Frederick  P.,  of  Tehoessee— 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erlc a221, 2222 

remarks  on  the  mode"of  appointing  midshipmen 
in  ttfe  NAvy a 2260,  2261 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  repair  of 
the  various  pubnc  buildings 856 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill, 
for  certain  Indians 876,  892 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2237, 
2242,  2243,  2244,  2247,  2248,* 2262,  2263, 

2264,  2278,  2288,  2365 

remarks  on  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of 
Winder's  Building 2119,  2137 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 2066, 

2092 

remarks  in  relation  to  light  duties ^72 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol. ....... .744. 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  meet  the  drafts 
of  the  Indian  commissioners  in  California  .890 

Stanton,  Richard  H..  of  Kentucky 1,11, 

13,  29,  58,  80,  107, 108,  109,  120,  123,  153, 
154,  155,  202,  212,  269,  361,  392,  437,  544, 
546,  550,  551,  638,  604,  710,  715,  716,  736, 
737,  744,  812.  938,  950,  1049,  1058,  1251, 
1255,  1297,  1329,  1340,  1341,  1342.  1696, 
1700,  1778,  1796,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887, 
1888,  1915,  1926,  1938,  1984,  1985,  2013, 
2020,  2067,  2097,  2116,  2118,  2122,  2139, 
2196,  2206,  2207,  2217,  2235,  2236,  2241, 
2257,  2258,  2283,  2316,  2387,  2388,  2415, 

2418,  2492,  2493,  2496 

resolutions  by 58, 123, 1938 

remarks  concerning  newspapers  for  the  mem- 
bere. .\ ...  .14 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  continue  the  work- 
men on  the  Capitol 109,  110 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 180 

renuirks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 
reports. • 255 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  a  short  re- 
port or  the  Census <  .304,  305 

remarks  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hamiltdn's  inability 
to  execute  the  public  printing 370 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  census 
printing  to  Donelson  A,  Armstrong ,.405 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Printing.  .1059, 1060, 1063, 1069, 1072, 1086, 

1089,  1090, 1092, 1093, 1255, 1257 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  copies  of  Dr. 
Owen's  geological  report 1694 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department. .  .1752 

remarks  on  the  bUl  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
printer,  <fec 1296,  2024,  2026 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  bill. . .  .852, 853,  957, 

1697,  2496 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 
the  Library  of  Congress 852,  853 

remarks  on  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  under  the  instructions  of 
the  House 1343, 1344, 1345,  1347 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  for  the  public 
grounds  in  Washington •  .853,  854,  855 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 
the  various  public  buildings. . .  .855,  856,  857 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  Winder's 
Building 2119 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill  .2052, 

2066,  2097,  2098.  2139 

remarks  oh  the  appropriation  for  the  bridges  over 
the  Potomac. . .  .2097,  2098,  2115,  2116,  2117 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol. . .  .730,  731, 

732,  733,  740,  741,  742 
Stanton,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio.  .1,  29,  121, 147,  186, 
201,  239,  253,  258,  266,  390,  404,  413,  414, 
423,  431,  437,  444,  494,593,600,608,636, 
539,  648,  650,  663.  664,  675,  723.  738,  781, 
877,  898,  900.  916,  964,  1004,  1050,  1054, 
1125,1126, 1170, 1171, 1174, 1193, 1197, 1198, 
1208, 1219, 1221,1222, 1231. 1232, 1234, 1317, 
1334, 1350, 1506, 1513, 1518, 1529, 1553, 1580, 
1604. 1627, 1653, 1658, 1666, 1675, 1797. 1798, 
1822, 1868,1883, 1887, 1888, 1910, 1926, 1937, 
1938,2001.2013,2043,2048,2050,2051,2064, 
2074, 2075, 2090, 2123, 2168. 2192. 2211, 2231 , 
2348, 2352, 2383, 2389, 241 1,  2417, 2477,  2494 

resolutions  by. 443 

remarks  on  tne  resolution  proTiding  for  the  re- 
ception of  Kossuth. 188 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Sampson 295 


Stanton,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio — 
ren^arks  on  the  bill  for  the  satisfaction  of  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants 1517 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Collins  line 1722, 1724 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1942 

remarks  on  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  tihie 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 

1194,  1517,  2383 
remarks  relative  to  the  mode  of  appointing  mid- 
shipmen in  the  Navy 2247 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1829 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  light  duties 2073 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  eontinu'* 

ance  of  the  work  on  the  Capitol..^ 742 

Stanton,  Eldridge,  the  withdrawal  of  the  petition 

and  papers  of. 80 

Staples,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .964,  1299 

Staple,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of 436 

Statuary,  by  Horatio  Greenough,  appropriation 

to  pay  the  freight  of  a  group 2135 

Statut  of  Jackson,  in  Laiayette  square,  appropri- 
ation for  a  pedestal  for 2135 

State-Ri^hu  and  Union  parties  in  the  South,  dis- 
cussion in  relation  to  conduct  and  purposes 

of,  &c 733 

remarks  by — 
Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi . . .  .733,  737,  738 

Mr.  Wilcox 736,  737,  738 

State  Department,  communications  from  the.  .77, 

126,  377,  833.  1233 

calls  upon  the 307,  354 

States-Rights.    (See  ^^groes.) 

Statistics—debts  of  the  Governraent| 809 

expenditures  of  Grovernment 805, 

808,  817.  1961 
expenditures  of  Government  in  each  State.  1961 

grants  of  land 1539 

printing ••...... 1073 

revenue. 812 

harbor  and  river  appropriations 1902 

imports  and  exports  of  domestic  produce..  .632 

of  specie. 632 

of  iron •.  .632 

(See  Indian  StoHsHes.) 
Steamera.    ^See  MaU  Steamen.) 

Stephens,  Abraham  P.,  of  New  York .77 

659,  708,  2123 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  of  Georgia 1, 

iO,  12,  27,  28,  29,  31,  ^,  57,  98, 100,  102, 
107,  108,  110,  121,  126,  127.  143.  147, 148, 
149,  154.  168,  169,  170,  173,  174, 176,  181, 
182,  183,  186,  195,  196,  197,  199,  200,  201, 
210,  211,  212,  233.  235,  239,  240,  256,  258, 
266,  270,  274,  277,  283,  '284,  285,  291,  297, 
306,  352,  361,  370,  381,  382,  385,  402,  403, 
405,  407,  415,  420,  421,  431,  4.35,  437,  438, 
442,  443,  451,  477,  494,  495,496,  500,  501, 
506,  507,  531.  535,  536,  .'>38,  547,  550,  553, 
561,  568,  570,  575,  578,  593,  600,  617,  626, 
659,  660,  661,  671,  672.  673.  736,  7.S2,  1124, 
1125, 1126, 1173, 1193, 1197, 1205, 1220, 1232, 
1236, 1281, 1284,1300. 1311, 1313, 1348, 1349, 
1377,  1378,  1389,  1398,  1448,  1454»,  1455*, 
1456,  1458*,  1469.  1473,  1492,  1504,  1505, 
1514, 1515, 1516,1523, 1525, 1536, 1537,1553, 
1556, 1557, 1558, 1561. 1564. 1565, 1579. 1580, 
1581, 1586, 1592, 16U3, 1613, 1625. 1626, 1627, 
1654, 1655, 1658, 16.59, 1662, 1663, 1675, 1676, 
1680, 1695, 1697, 1725, 1729, 1732, 1746, 1795, 
2055,2064,2099,2100,2116,2123,2127,  2135, 

2198,  2210,  2236 

resolutions  by .2957 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants  . .  .147 

remarks  on  questions  of  order ..159.  160 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 165, 

166, 189.  194 
remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 

report..... •• .^ ...2515 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  a  short  re- 
port of  the  Census.  ..............  .305,  306 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  inquire  into  the 

election  of  the  Delegate  fh>m  Utah 353 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  clerks 

to  committees 432,  433,  434 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  maps  of  the 

Coast  Survey .« 444 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage 574 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutennnt 

^  Colonel  Mitchell .549,  550 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1313 

remarks  on  an  appropriation  for  the  bridges 
•  over  the  Potomac. 2117 
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Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  of  Georgia — 
remarka  on  the  bill  making  landwarrants  ansien- 

able '. 4dl,  484,  496 

remarkfl  on  the  proposition  for  (he  purchase  of 

Winder'*!  Building 2118,  2119,  2136 

Stevens,  Robert  L.,  proposition  for  the  cuustruc- 
lion  of  a  steanier.     (See  IFmr  Steainir.) 

Sterens,  Thnddeiis,  of  Pennsylvania 1,  6,  9, 

272,  568,  601.  670,  671,  691,  708,  738,  ol2, 
9  0,  1043, 1058, 1114, 1240,  1276,  1297, 1415, 
1446,  15:n,  1532,  1553,  1563,  1564,  1603, 
1626,  1630,  1631.  1653,  1654.  1657,  1658. 
,1674,  1688,  1689.  1729,  1747,  1798,  1819, 
1821.  1822,  1868,  1869,  1870,  1H8:I,  1884, 
1885,  1888.  1898,  1899,  1909.  1912,  1913. 
1914.  1927,  1930,  1940,  1941,  2044,  2045, 
2046.  2052,  2064,  2093,  2110,  2116,  2122, 
2162,  2191,  2198,  2199,  2201,  2216,  2229, 
2230,  2240,  2241,  2249,  2257,  2263.  2273, 
S283,  3304,  2317,  2348.  2355,  2409,  2410. 
2415,  2417,  2477,  2478.  2479,  2496 

remarks  concerning  mileage •.  .5d3 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  priming 

to  the  Union  and  Republic. 1059, 

1060,  1085.  1093,  1094 
remarks  on  thfe  Indian  appropriation  bill.  .1557 
remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 

Collins  line...-. 1729,  1731,1747 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to 

plank  and  railroad  companies 1837 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill, 

1691, 1747 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories 1913,  1914 

remarks  concerning  constructive  mileage.  .2946 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill .1278 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  Territorial 

officers 1416 

St.  Genevieve,  Iron  Mountain  and  Pilot  Knob 
Plank  Road  Company,  bill  to  grant  the  rieht 

of  way,  &«.,  to  the.. 16^ 

St.  John's  church,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  bill 

for  the  reUef  of. 1235 

St.  Lawrence,  bill  providing  for  tKe  free  naviga- 
tion of  the,  and  for  reciprocal  trade  with  Can- 
ada . 825 

St.  Manin,  Louis,  of  Louisiana 1,  31, 

126,  420,  468,  628,  1054,  1221,  1350,  1492, 

1553,  1626,  1743,  1856.  1889.  2017,  2042 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  tri* monthly  mail 

between  New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz.  ..2354 

Stocks  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  appropriation  to 

make  good  the  investment  in  the .2136 

Stone,  James  W  ,  of  Kentucky... 1,  12 

Storer,  Jacob  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of.435, 964, 1298 
Storv,  Elijah,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of...  .284 
St.  Peter's  river  in  the  Minnesota  Territory,  an  art 

to  change  the  name  of  the 13'i6, 

1377,  1456,  1586,  1594,  2345 
Streber,  Peter,  the  withdrawal  of  the  pafiers  of.461 

St.  Resris  Indians,  appropriation  for 857,  867 

Strauon,  Nathan  T.,  of  New  Jersey 424 

531,  941,  1015. 1024,  1247, 1257, 1524, 1700, 

2323,2345,2347 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1997 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moore 

White 2346 

Strother,  James  P.,  of  Virginia 1, 

32,  57,  1198, 1962  1963,  2352 

resolutions  by 1198 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  bridges 

over  the  Potomac 2117, 2118 

Stuart,  Charles  E.,  of  Michigan 1,  21,  49. 

59,  98.  122, 159,  199.  200.225.  240. 241.  242, 
266,  267.  Q8o,  304,  305,  354,  402,  407,  435, 
437,  496,  539,  570,  574,  578,  585,  636.  638. 
639,  648,  660.  662,  663.  687,  688.  689,  696. 
7.59,  771.776,  779,834,898,  893,911.913. 
949,  960,  983,  9S5.  1043,  1044.  1050,  1055. 
1062.  1124.  1126.  1127,1154.  1155.  1220, 
1221.  1224,  1231,  12,32.  1234,  1238,  1248, 
1251,  1278,  1300.  laOl,  1377,  13»<8,  1394, 
14t>8.  1409.  1410,  1412,  1415,  1416,  1446, 
1455, 1456, 1445»,  1446»,  1447»,  1448».  1457», 
1458»,  1459,  1472.  1473,  14S6,  1491,  1507, 
1509.  1534,  1535,  1537,  15J8,  1544,  1545, 
1553,  1558,  1561,  15(^3,  1564,  158t),  1,586, 
1594,  1595,  1596,  1603,  1604.  1613,  1616, 
1624,  1626,  1627,  1654.  1656,  1664,  1665, 
1672,  1766,  1777,  1778,  1779,  1792,  1793, 
1794,  1797,  1814,  1819,  1823  1854,  1855. 
1869,  1870,  1877,  18S6,  1887,  1888,  1889, 
1899,  1908,  1909,  1912,  1924,  1937,  1943, 
1958,  1959,  1965,  1982,  1983,  1964,  1985, 


Stuart,  Charles  E.,  of  Michiga 

2(K)1,  2012,  2013,  2015,  1019,  2042,  2043, 
2iJ65,  2113.  2123,  2168,  2230.  2231,  2235. 
2236.  2240.  2247.  2248,  2259.  2266,  2271, 
2272,  2274,  2260,  2281,  2282,  2284,  2286, 
2299,  2308,  2315,  2316,  2347,  2348,  2349, 
2352,  2353,  23d6,  2388,  2413.  2415,  2416, 
2417,  2477,  1478,  2480,  2485 

resolutions  by. 211, 435,  570 

remarks  on  tie  reception  of  Kossuth 189 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 

in  the  District  of  Columbia .267 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  regard  lothe  liberated  Cu- 
ban prisoners. •• .  .416 

remarks  in  relation  lo  mileage ^ 572, 

581,  582,  583 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 686, 697 

remarks  Jn  relation  to  discipline  in  the  Navy, 

911,  912,913,  914,  915,  986,  1056 

remarkt  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osborn 

Cross 1223 

remarks  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  salaries  ot 

territorial  officers 1235 

1236,  1237,  1410,  1411,  1412,  1413, 1447 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  extra  copies 

of  the  Patent  Office  report.  ..1249.  1250,  1257 

remarks  on  the  bill  estabhshing  certain  post 

routes 1664.  1665, 1672.  1673.  1674 

remarks  on  the  bill  fur  the  construction  of  mili- 
tary roads  in  Oregon 1530 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to 

plank  and  railroad  companies 1837 

remarks  on  the  bill  granung  land  for  the  Oak- 
land and  Ottawa  railroad 1898 

remotka  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories 1912,  1913 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill. . .  .1877,  lo78,  1995 
remarks  on  the  bill  authorising  a  surrender  of 

bounty  land  warrants 2019,  2t42 

remarks  on  the  proposed  appropriation  to  pay 
to  Virginia  the  advances  made  to  volunteers, 

2123 

remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  certain  soldiers  of 

the  last  war  to  surrender  their  bounty  land 

warrants,  &c 2272 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 

Myerle .2222 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing:  midshipmen 

in  the  Navy 2248,  2249,  2261 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James 

Watson  for  certain  slaves .  • .  • .798 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  ...2122 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 

the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants.... 537 

Sublime  Porte,  expense  of  the  agent  of  the. . .  .126 

Sullivan,  John  T.,  an  act  for  relief  of..  .501,  1664 

Surgeons  in  the  Navy,  proposition  in  regard  to  the 

commissioning  of. .2280 

Surgeons.    (See  Rank,) 

Surveyors  General  in  the  several  districts,  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Surveyors  General  in  the 
several  districts,  as  soon  as  the  surveys  therein 
shall  be  completed,  and  for  abolishing  land 
offices  under  certain  circumstances,  and  for 

other  purposes,"...... 1656 

Surveyor  General  of  the  Public  Lands  in  Oregon, 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  create 
the  office  of,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and 
to  make  donations  to  the  settlers  of  the  said 

public  lands" ,710, 1447*,  1595 

in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  bill  to  provide 

for  the  appointment  of  a. .21 

Surveys.  (See  Mississippi  River— MiUtmry  Rem  rves. ) 
Surveying  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  proponed 

'  appropriation  to  pay .2(]^7 

Surveyor  General's  office  in  California,  bill  to  or- 
ganize the,  and  extend  tlie  preemption  lawM 

in  that  Slate 2299 

Surveys  in  California,  concerning 851 

Survey  of  public  lands  -in  New  Mexico,  bill  to 

provide  for  the,  and  for  other  purposes..  .983 

Survey  of  the  |Uiblic  lands.    {See  California— J^ew 

Mexico — Florida,)  • 

of  the  lowntthip  of  Pulaski  Centre  and  St.  Jo- 

sefJis,  in  Williams  county,  Oiiio,  &t,,  bill  to 

provide  for  the... 120 

bill   to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Lands  to  order  a  resurvey  of  public  lands  in 

certain  cases 284 

Sutherland,  Josiah,  jr  ,  of  New  York I,  701, 

919,  965, 1140,  1171,  1472,  1485,  1486.  1560. 

1626, 1652, 1855,  2159,  2281 


Sutherland,  Josiah,  jr.,  of  New  York — 
remarks  on  the  relative  |urtftdiction  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Roads  and  Canals  and  Comnrierre, 
over  the  subject  of  harbor  and  river  improve- 
ments  .214 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  settlers  on  the  Menomonee  pur- 
chase  ^ 1471 ,  1472 

remarks  on  the- bill  granting  land  tolMissonri, 

1485,  1486 
remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 

Collins  line 1721 

remarks  on  the  bill  srantine  the  righi  of  way  to 

plank  and  railroad  companies 1855 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James 

Watson  for  ceruin  slaves. 1038,  1039 

Swamp  lands,  bill  (116)  in  relation  to,  heretof4tre 

granted  to  the  Suites,  dec 1626 

Swazey,  C.  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  ..1001,  1299 

Swamp  lands,  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 

**  An  act  to  enable  the  State  of  Alabama,  the 

State  of  Arkansas,  and  other  States,"  to  re- 

.    claim  their  swamp  lands • .284 

Sweetiter,  Charles,  of  Ohio 1, 

59.  l.'>3. 154, 174, 183, 197, 216.296,  297,303. 
307.  345,  352.  354,  361,  369,  395,  44i2,  415, 
420,  423.  431,  477,  499,  501,  510.  547,  572, 
574,  575,  844, 859,  868,  898,  900,  937,  938, 
963.  964,  1018,  1051.  1107.  1111, 1137,  1140, 
1155,  1169,  1172.  1197,  1212.  1221,  1233, 
1276.  1300,  1321,  1330,  1331,  1537,  1560, 
1626,  1627,  1629,  1645,  1667,  1693,  1695. 
1734,  1798.  1799,  1814,  2190,  2211 ,  9212. 
2221,  2230,  2231,  2244,  2259,  2282.  2284. 

2368,  2409,  2416,  2416 

resolutions  by 1813 

remarks  in  regard  to  grants  of  land  for  milroxdff, 

&c 75,  76,  77 

ren^  arks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 177 

remarks  in  relation  to  mileage. ., 572, 579 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lientemtnt 

Colonel  Mitchell. 548. 549 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oslwrn  Crc»»«, 

1213. 1214,  1215, 1229 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Afexicto 

Boundary  Commission,  and  concerning  the 

true  line  of  the  same .1619 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrnnrs  as* 

signable 481,  485,  497 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriatirvn  to  the 

Collins  line 1717,  1722 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill.. 1277 

reiViarks  in  regard  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Cluartermaster  8  Depsrtment... 838, 842 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Menom- 
onee Indians 1798. 

1800, 1802, 1803,  1804. 1817 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill . .  .2245, 

2262  2275  2276 
Sykes,  John  J.,  Hill  for  the  relief  of. . !. . . .  .'.1687 
Svlphide.     (See  Registry.) 

Sympton,  Captain  George,  of  Galveston,  Texw. 
bill  for  the  relief  of 544, 964, 12» 

T. 

Tariff  net  of  1842.  bill  to  amend  the .272 

of  1846,  resoluti<m  in  reirard  to  the 506 

bill  to  amend  the  existinir  laws  imposing  dotief 

on  imports,  and  regulating  the  appraisement 

of  imported  merchandise, and  more  eflfectuallv 

to  prevent  frauds  against  the  revenue. .  .1625 

proposition   for  the  modificatioki  of  the,  by  a 

home  valuation 2093,  2|90 

proposition  to  increase  the • . .  -^J^ 

of  1846 and  revenue,  remarks  in  relatM>n  to. .  .809 
bill  to  amend  the,  by  reducing  the  duty  on  i»n- 

porled  sheeps'  wool,  &c 659 

of  March,  1851,  remarks  in  relation  to  the.  .611 
speeches  in  which  the  question  is  incidentatly 
disrupsed  by — 

Mr.  Rantoul 597 

Mr.  Welch 630 

Taylor,  David,  appropriation  to  pay,  under  the 

treaty  of  New  Erhota .*.  .1839,  2365 

Taylor,  John  L.,  of  Ohio 1  32, 

58,  102,  108. 126,  147. 1,52, 168, 169.217, 225. 
284.  306,  354.  441,  539,  ,575,  600,  617.  etb, 
633. 662.  670.  686,  812.  911,  938,  1054.  1055, 
119.3,  1197,  1198.  1233,  1697,  1782.  1831. 
1844  lft59.  1879.  1884.  18?<8,  1689.  190N 
2229,  2279.  2281.  2306.  2308,  2315,  2353 

resolutions  by *^^ 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providingfor  the 
ignability  of  bounty  land  warranun .  .15^ 
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Tbfior,  John  L.,  of  Ofaio~- 

lenarks  on  tht  reception  of  Koasuth 178, 

179, 199 
tHwrks  in  regard  to  Virginia  military  land  war- 
nuts . 266,3383 

on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill . . .  .323, 

334,  325,  326,  m 
on  the  additional  appropriation  to  the 

Coflina  line,.' 1716, 1734 

nnrka  on  the  appropriation  for  the  speciid 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  ...1752 

on  the  harbor  bill 1874, 

1875, 1878, 1931 
on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  aa- 

i^iahle. 480 

raaarka  on  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Viigtnia  military  land  warrants, 

1194, 1196, 1197 
roEiarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midship- 
men in  the  Navy 226Q 

1 1  IBS  I  ka  in  rdation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

daartemiaater's  Department 1837 

WBiniks  on  the  na^al  appropriation  bill...  .2245 

Ikz  OB  Isnds.    (See  MtssouH,) 

TeiigcaphSy  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  for,  and 

to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  line  of,  from 

the  Miaalatippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  .21 

Tmibmc  Tobmteers,  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain, 

284 

TcBScssce,  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of. .  .671 

giBOCs  of  land  to,  fbr  the  construction  of  rail- 


■ 


fin*  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad . .  12, 

108, 673 
for  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  there- 
in.  284 

TaRkoiial  bills^  order  in  rcj?ard  to 435,  1376 

Gk>vemment.     (See  Judges.) 
I,  resolution  fixing  a  day  to  dispose  oft 

570, 1376 

TeR^orka,  biH  to  amend'certain  acts  for  the  estab- 
iibBieot  of,  in  Oregon  and  Minnesota. .  .671, 

1377 

biUtoaathorizethe  l^^l&tive  authorities  of  the 

sercral  Territories  to  control  the  appropria- 

tkns  to  be  made  by  Congress  fbr  the  support 

•f«id  Territories 1376, 1409, 1531 

tttfiproride  for  theprotection  of  the  Territories 

rfSwr  Mexico,  Utah,  and  Or^on 1377, 

^       l«I,  1446»,  1594,  1870,  1883,  1898,  1899, 

1906,1909 


Mi.  «sidl 1910, 1911 

Mt.CktiUad 1912, 1913 

'Mr.DbiMiy 1910 

Ib.ftOTPart 1911,  1912, 1913,  1914 

Mr.  JooesofTenDcssee 1444* 

S'-^' 1914 

Mr.PiMfae. 1457 

it'-^*^^ 1441,1458 

Mr.  fiiehaidsoB 1457,  1458, 1911 

Mr.  Satrry 1913,  1914 

JJf-  Sttflly 1909, 1910,  1911^  1912 

Mr,  fterena  of  Pennsylvania 1913,  1914 

Mr.Sloart. 1912,  1913 

Mr.  VenaWe 1444* 

Mr.  Weightman 1441,  1442 

Tanrtonal  Legislatures,  provisions  to  restrict  the 
^■aborsenent  of  the  appropriations  for  the  ex- 

^^9«iss«of  the 1691. 1822 

lemtonal  ofltcers,  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of 
oScers  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
and  lo  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  entitled 
*"An  act  making  appropriation  in  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  tM  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1852,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3d, 

1851 1235, 1377, 1409, 1531, 1553 

mnarksby — 

Mr.  Bissel]. » •  •  • ...•••.. 1449 

Bftr.  Campbell  of  Illinois 1416, 1416 

Mr.  Cartler 41412, 1413 

Mr.  Clark 1418 

Mr.  Cleveknd '. . . .  .1447,  1448 

Mr.Gmtry 1237 

Mr.  OiddingB. 1413, 1414 

Mr.  Gorman. 1417 

Mr.  HaUf . ,  •  • 1236 

Mr.  Houston. . .' •-, , 1411, 1448 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas 1446, 1448 

Mr.  Jooeiof  Tennessee 1236, 

1411,  1448, 1449, 1450 

Mr.  Lane*. •.*...... 1418 

Mr.  Marahall  of  Kentucky 1237 

88d  Corouss — ItT  Ssauov. 


Territorial  officers,  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of— 
remarks  by —  ^ 

Mr.  McLaoahan 1235, 1937 

Mr.  Phelps 1410, 1414,  1415,  1418 

Mr.  Polk 834, 1449 

Mr.  Richardson 1414, 1415, 1450 

Mr.  Sibley 1410, 1418,  1448 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 1236 

Mr.  Stevens  of  Pennsylvania 1416 

Mr.  Stuart 1235, 

1236, 1237, 1410, 1411, 1412, 1413,  1447 

Mr.  Tuck 1417 

Territories,  Committee  on 47 

bills  and  resolutions  from  the 100, 

435, 1198,  1377,  1378,  1408 

the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  on 240 

discliarffed  from  subjects 435,  1377 

Texas  Indians,  appropriation  for..  .871,  873, 1690 
Texas,  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  approved  Sep- 
tember 9ih,  1850,  entitled  an  act,  proposing 
to  the  State  of  Texas  the  establishment  of  her 
northern  and  western  boundaries,  &«.,  and  to 
establish  a  Territorial  Gh)vemment  for  New 

Mexico 446 

(See  Bottfutorv.) 

Think,  John,  bdl  for  the  reUef  of 2385 

Thompson,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts..  .1,  59, 

781,  800,  965 

resolutions  by. .' 695,  699 

Thompson,  George  W.,  of  Virginia li  57, 

224,  242,  267,  268,  370.  422,  423,  424,  500, 
506,  664,  670, 686,  783, 859, 1044, 1127. 1221, 

1563,  1566 

resignation  of. ••••.»•  •1655 

Thompson,  Mary  W.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 501 

Thrasner,  John  a.,  the  imprisonment  of,  by  the 

Cuban  authorities,  call  for  information,  and 

response  in  regard  to 96, 153,  197 

Thurston,  Beniamm  B.,  of  Rhode  Island.  .1, 281, 

437,  441,  486,  494,  760,  1240 
Thurston,  Elizabeth  F.,  joint  resolution  for  the 

reUef  of. ; . . .  .285,  1687,  1766 

Title  to  a  lot  of  land.    (See  GnadenhuUen.) 
Todd,  Bernard,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of. 544,  964, 1299 

Tolls,  bill  to  remit.     (See  LovisoUU  and  Portland 

Cantn  Cpimpany* ) ' 
Toombs,  Robert,  of  Georgia.  .1, 12,443,549, 617, 
649,  650,  815, 1949,  1536,  1537,  1553,  1560, 
1565, 1585,  1627, 1629,  1655,  1658, 1659 

remarks  concerning  mileage 581,  582,  584 

Topographical  Bureau,  report  from 153 

Towns  of  Forts  Madison  and  Burlington,  bill  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  for  laying  ofif 
the,  in  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the 
towns  of  BelleviUe,  Dubuque,  and  Peru,  in 
the  county  of  Dubuque,  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin"  ^ 572 

Townehend,  Norton  S.,of  Ohio.  .1, 110, 182,201, 

435,  660,  779,  1278, 1284, 1565,  1604 

Trade,  reciprocal,  with  Canada.    (See  St.  LaW' 

rtnee,) 
Transfers  of  appropriations  from  one  head  of  ap- 
propriation to  another;  proposition  to  rep^ 
the  authority  to,  so  fair  as  it  applies  to  the 

War  Department .' 2210,  2497 

propositions  in  relation  to 2494 

Treasury  Department,  reports  from. 31,  152, 197, 
212,  271,  289,  369,  461,  462,  501,  547,  687, 

1^,  1540, 1647,  1675 

calls  upon  the 123, 

307,  507,  617,  783.  833,  2042 
Treasurer,-  assistant,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 

bill  in  relation  to  the  office  of. 123 

Treasurers  of  the  United  States,  appropriation  for 

the  salaries  of. 2075 

Treasury  Circulars,  alleged  iliecal  and  nulllfied.810 
Treaty  m  regard  to  Cuba,  call  concerning  a  sup- 
posed, and  response  of  the  President.  100, 152 
Trenholm  and  Belt.    (See  Printing,) 
call  for  the  accounts  of,  for  printing,  and  report 

thereon 1192, 1233 

Tribeau,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of. .  .268,  609, 

649, 1725 

Tripp,  Albra,  bill  for  the  relief  of 211,  236, 

239,1209 
Troops  of  the  United  Statis,  proposition  to  dis- 
band, &c ; 2211 

Totk,  Amos,  of  New  Hampshire. .  .1, 5,  28,  29, 
57,  60, 102. 108, 121,  122, 142, 146, 147, 169, 
170,  195,  268,  269,  264.  285.  268,  355, 379, 
432, 435, 771, 620, 621,  676,  978, 1051, 1114. 
1152,  1153,  1247,  1248,  1450,  1457*,  1959, 

1983.  2020, 2418 


Tuck,  Amos,  of  New  Hampshire- 
remarks  01^  the  joij|t  resolution  providing  for 
the  assignabihty  of  bounty  land  warrants, 

150,  151 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 

Sampson .295 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 
son. <.w »... 296 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
roads  in  theTerritory  of  Minnesota  . . .  .1453  ' 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1942,  1943,  1992 

remarks  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  soldiers  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  to  surrender 

their  bounty  land  warrants .2020 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  territorial 

officers 1417 

remarks  on  the  joint  reaolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. .  .277, 

286 
Twiggs,  Priscilla  D.,  proposition  to  pay  to,  the 
amount  of  allowance  which  would  nave  ac- 
crued to  her  husband 2480  <* 

U. 

Utah,  the  condition  of  affairs  in,  and  remarks 

thereon,  &c. , 100,  211,  240,  241,  274     '^ 

proposition  to  inquire  into  the  election  of  the 

Delegate  from 306, 353 

message  and  documents  in  relation  to  tiie  affaiif 

in.... .....315 

the  conduct  of  the  authorities  in,  discuesei, 

1412, 1442 

V. 
Valuation  otf  imports,  proposed  change  in  the, 

2190 
Venable,  Abraham  W.,  of  North  Carolina.  1,  59. 
72.  123,  170,  173,  174,  182,  194,  2.39,  293, 
294,  401,  422.  446.  500,  544,  450,  661,  609. 
660.  814.  910,  919,  950,  961,  979,  1096, 1113, 
1123,  1155,  1169,  1173,  1197,  1205,  1347. 
1456,  1457,  1448*,  1491,  1506,  1556,  1557, 
1579,  1596,  1616,  1631.  1666,  1681,  1766, 
1838,  1889,  2001,  2012.  2110,  2135,  2193, 
t265,  2274,  2279,  2284,  2355,  2887,  2409, 

2411 

resolutions  by -.561,  1125 

'    remarks  on  the  propositron  to  continue  the  worjc- 
men  on  the  Capitol 109,  110 

remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  for  the  re- 
ception of  Kossuth • 160,  178 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  Coast  Survey 
report 254 

remarks  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  James  Lewis, 

293 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the  Census 
printing  to  Doneison  &  Armstrong. .  /.  .394, 

396,405 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  maps  of  the 
Coast  Survey 445 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mitchell 445,  547,  662 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing 1088,  1094,  1 1 10 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  promote  discipline  in  the 
Navy ;... 918,919 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement 
by  the  Federal  Gfovern men 1. 1453,  1454,1455 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories y^. 1444* 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay. . ..... .1640 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 
Collins  line 1735 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Census 
Board 2133 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  employ- 
ment of  camels  on  the  plains 2209 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midship- 
men in  the  Navy 2248,  2249,  2260,  2261 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 
Q^uartermaster's  Department 839. 841 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  hill, 
for  certain  Indians .876,  896,  897 

remarks  concerning  the  reservation  claims  of 
the  Choctaw  Indians 2363,  2364 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill..  .9249, 

2249 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill . .  1828 

remarks  xm  the  proposition  that  all  moneys, 
appropriated  to  the  Indians  shall  be  paid  to 
them  direcUy ; . : 2369 

remarks  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
bridges  over  the  Potomac. 2114 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  nn- 
signkble 485 
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Vermont  Tolunteers,  bill  providing  for  \he  pay- 
ment of  the,  in  the  battle  of  Puitteburg..  .l2l 
Virginia.     (See  Vourts.) 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of. 833, 1149 

proposed  appropriation  to  pay  to,  for  advances, 

(&c.,  to  troops ^123,  2129,  2491 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Faulkher 2123,  2129, 2130 

Mr.  Haven* 2129 

Mr.  Sackett 2130 

woolen  company,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the. .  109, 

233,  239,  380,  391 

military  land  warrants.    (See  Land  WarranU.) 

Volunteers  who  served  under  Colonel  Fremont, 

proposition  to  pay  the .2211 

Volunteers.  (See  Vermont — Tennestee — FUnida — 
Btuh.) 

W. 

Wabash,  bill  ^nting  land  for  the  improvement 

of  the  navigation  of  the. 297,  446 

Walbridge,  Henry  S.,  of  New  York 1,  57, 

168,  290,  424, 1024,  1317 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1996 

remarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1317 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 
son....  • 566 

Walker,  2Uichariah,  the  withdrawal  of  the  papers 

of 590 

Walker,  C.  M.,  biU  for  the  relief  of 710 

Wallace,  Daniel,  of  South  Carolina If  46, 

253,  417,  585,  733, 1296 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  expenditures  in  the 

Q,uarterma8ter's  Department 840 

remarks  on  joint  resolution  for  the  continuance 

of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 741,  742 

Wain,  S.  Morris,  bill  for  the  relief  of 1271 

Walsh,  Thomas  Y.,  of  Maryland 1,  32, 

49,  57,  60, 108,  110, 123,  127, 144,  158,  182, 
197,  210,  215,  266,  267,  284,  289,  292,  296, 
420,  553,  626,  635,  649,  650,  716,  723,  737, 
850,  877,  985,  986,  1208,  1473,  1504,  1508, 
1513.  1557,  1688,  1689,  1725,  1729,  1754, 
1806,  1968,  1878,  1889,  1908,  1926,  2000, 
2001,  SIU3,  2212,  2217,  2240,  2246,  2^50, 
2258,  2315,  2345,  2356,  2478,  2483,  2484, 

2496 

resolutions  bv 123,  858 

remarks  on  trie  reception  of  Kossuth. 190 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Mitchell 550 

remarks  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay 1643 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Jack- 
son  566 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill.. 1907,  1916, 

1933, 1942,  1944, 1945,  1961, 1964, 1966 

remarks  on  the  light-house  bill.. 2350 

remarks  on  the  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

in  the  Navy.  r. 2248 

remarks  on  the  fortification  bill 2482 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James 
C.  Watson  for  certain  services.. . ». .  ..1037, 

1038, 1040, 1041 

repiarks  on  the  homestead  bill 1210 

remarks  on  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

for  certain  Indians 896,  897 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill ..1279, 

2280 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill..  .2132 

remarks  in  relation  to  I'ght  duties 2072 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  work  on  the  Capitol 743 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  drafts  of  the  Indian 

Commissioners  in  California 889,  890 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of^ 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. .  .634 

Ward,  William  T.,  of  Kentucky 1,671,686, 

687,688,  900,  991.  1004,  1456.  1838.  1908, 

1927. 1940, 1997,  1999,  2416 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill....  1928,  1931,  1940, 

1945, 1947,  1949,  1986, 1987, 1997,  1999 

remarks  on  the  appropriations  in  the  deficiency 

bill  for  various  Indian  tribes. 896 

War  Dtpartment,  communications  from  the.  .77, 

126,  241,  369v  462, 501,  547,  616 

calls  upon  the,  for  information 100,  285 

Warrington,  M.  K.,  and  C.St.  J.  Chubbs.  exec- 
utors of  Captain  Lewis  Warrington  and  oth- 
ers, an  act  for  the  relief  of. .547 

War  steamer  for  harbor  defense,  proposition  to 

authorize  the  building  of  a,  by  Robert  L. 

.     Stevens.  .2238,  2241,  2243,  2247,  2278,  2483, 

2494 
Remarks  byMr.  Skelton 22411 


War  with  Mexico,  resolution  to  rescind  certain 
declarations  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

in.  regard  to  the  cause  of  the 100 

Washburn,  Israel,  jr.,  of  Maine.  ...1,  5,60, 187, 
197,  258,  361,  397,  506,  507,  585,  671,  686, 
687,  712.  714,  715,  738,  781,  800,  980, 1004, 
1127, 1205, 1412, 1419, 1459, 1487, 1631, 16^. 
1726, 1744, 1749, 1855,2271, 2284, 2286, 2352, 

2387,2477,2480,2490 

remarks  on  the  mileage  bill 580 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Whig  Congressional 

caucus,  and  the  compromise  measures.  ..1158 

remarks  on  the  additional  appropriation  for  the 

Collins  line 1733 

rranarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the 

rates  of  postage 1726,  1727,  1743,  1744 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  custom-houses, 

1748 
Washington,  a  portrait  of,  by  G.  W.  Childs,  pre- 
sented to  the  House \ 2156 

Washington,  brig,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  wid- 
ows and  relations  of  certain  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the,  who  were  lost  overboard  in  the 

hurricane 355,  462,  2356 

Washington  City  Gas  Light  Company,  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  incorporate 

the,  approved  July  8, 1848 2017, 2047 

Washington  City  Juvenile  Guards,  joint  resolution 

to  provide  arms  for  the 1743, 1779 

Watchmen  at  the  Capitol,  a  proposed  appropria- 
tion for 2066,2067 

Watkins,  Albert  G.,  of  Tennessee I,  284, 

594,  781, 1656, 1937 

Watson,  Joseph,  jr.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 290 

Watsoi^  General  James  C,  late  of  the  State  of 
GeOTgia,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of .  .420,  611,  650,  791,  1034, 1035 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Abercrombie • 612 

Mr.  BarileU 1035,  1041 

Mr.  Daniel 612,  614,  796,  798,  1041 

Mr.  Evans 797,  798 

Mr.  Freeman 1039 

Mr.  John  W.  Howe 615,  1041 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Georgia 791, 

793,  794,  795,  796,  797, 1038 

Mr.  Mace '...614,615 

Mr.  Sackett 611, 

614, 793,  794,  795,  796,  797,  798, 1039 

Mr.  Stuart 798 

Mr.  Sutherland 1038,  1039 

Mr.  Sweetser •  .1037,  1038,  1040»  1041 

Mr.  Walsh ^. .  .1037, 1038. 1041 

Mr.  Welsh 792,  793,  797 

Watrous,  Judge,  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  try 

the  charges  against 561 

Ways  and  Means,  Committee  on 47,  477 

authorized  to  employ  a  clerk 100 

discharged  ftroro  subjects 121,  209,  1271 

bills  and  resolutions  from  the. 100, 

209,  266,  700, 1174,  2055 

resolutions  of  Instruction  to 122, 1050 

remarks  in  regard  to  the  reference  to  the,  of  the 
California  revenue  refunding  bill. .......  .101 

instructions  to  the .............506 

Webster,  Daniel,  Secretary  of  State,. correspond- 
ence in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  mtxi- 

can  indemnity. 377 

Weed,  Elijah  J.,  Sill  for  the  relief  of  the  securi- 
ties of. 1234 

Weightman.  R.  W.,  of  New  Mexico.28. 121, 144, 
168,  217,  417,  446,  486,  523,  561,  571,  73Q, 
983, 1393, 1394,  1456,  1911.  2207,  2^10,2387 

resolution  by 12 

remarks  in  regard  to  printing  the  laws  of  New 

Mexico .^••..  .251 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  contest  for  his  seat, 

754,  759^ 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territories  in  regard  to  aflAirs  in 

New  Mexico 1441, 1442 

remarks  on  the  hill  providing  additional  clerks 
for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  Mex- 
ico  1446* 

remarks  x>n  the  appropriation  to  pay  for  looses 
*     by  Indian  depreaations  in  New  Mexico. 2161 
remarks  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill..  .2207 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  497 

Welch,  John,  of  01»io 1,  12, 149.  281, 

.328,  506,  585.  623,  662,  665.  692,  701,  781, 
«12,  1221, 1240,  1321,  1560, 1813,  1927,2000 

ceaolutions  by 506,  1813,  1927 

vols  corrected  ...m. •••••«••••••.••... 12 


Welch,  John,  of  Ohio — 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  heirs  of  James 

Watson  for  certain  slaves 792,  793,  797 

Wells,  John,  of  New  York... 1,  361, 

362,  459,  617,  640,  877,  983, 1616,  1655 

Wells,  William  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of 423, 

964, 12]  9 
Weeton,  Nathan,  jun.,  late  additional  paymaster 
in  the  United  States  Army,  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of. 1840 

Wesleyan  Collegiate  Institution  of  Washington, 

bill  to  incorporate  the 1553,  1558 

West  India  colonies,  call  for  Lord  Grey's  circa* 

lar  in  regard  to  colored  emigrants  to  the.. 201 

message  from  the  President  communicating  the 

correspondence  of  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Lord 

Grey  upon  this  subject .271 

Wetmore,  Prosper  M.,  the  accounts  of. 570* 

790,800 
Weymouth,  Ichabod,  bill  ibr  the  relief  of.  ...258* 

610,  649,  1725 
Wheeling  bridges,  bill  and  other  propositions  de- 
claring the,  lawful  structures 1563, 

1688,  1908,  2065.  2195.  2206,  2216,  2228, 

2235,  2240,  2256,  2257,  2479 

White,  Addison,  of  Kentucky. 1 » 

258,  307,  671,  701,  705.  1383 

White,  Alexander,  of  Alabama 1, 

31,284,417,640.  671,  704,  705,  795,  1317, 
1473,  1487,   1492,  1768,  1854,  1855.   1869, 

2273,  2358,  2481 

remarks  on  the  joint  resokition  explanatory  of 

the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants.  • .  .625 

White,  John  Moore,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . .  .2323, 

2345,  2346,  2355 
remarks  by*^ 

Mr.Averett, ^ 2346 

Mr.  Brown  of  New  Jersey. .^347 

Mr.  Millson 2346 

Mr.  Stratton '. 2346 

Whitoey,  Asa,  of  New  York,  bill  to  set  apart 
and  sell  to,  a  portion  of  the  public -lands,  to 
enable  him  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Michigan  or  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean «.%.... 

remarks  concerning,  by  Mr.  Freeman  . . .  .15274 
Widows  and  orpht^ns.     (See  I'eiuiciit.) 

Wilcox,  John  A., of  Mississippi ».  J.  108, 

211,  277,  395,  423, 431,  707,  724,  982.  1377, 

1487,  1767,  2210 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  £d  ward  Ev- 

ereu 234 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  C. 

Cash  and  Giles  U.  Bllis 23S 

remarks  in  relation  to  the  Union  and  State- 
Rights  parties 736,  738 

personal  aifficuHy,  and  apology  to  the  House, 

736,  737 
remarks  on 'the  Army  appropriation  bill.. 2209 
remarks  on  the  homestead  bill..  ......... .  .707 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  aa- 

si|paable « 496 

Wilcox,  Joseph  M.,of  Missouri,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of. 1456» 

Wildrick,  Isaac,  ofNew  Jersey...!,  100, 149, 183, 
575»  650,  707, 724,  738,  797,  898, 1256, 13.S5, 
1393,  1472,  1531,  1544,  1553,  1565,  1874, 
1933,  2047,  2065,  2228,  2272,  2308,  2345, 

2352,  2355.  2413 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill.. 2247 

Willis,  Anthony  G.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  heirs  of. 423,  964, 1298 

Williams,  Elzra,  an  act  for  the  relief  oA 501 

Williams,  Staples  and  Williams,  bill  for  the  r^ief 

of. 266.270,296,297,781 

Williams,  Christopher  H.,  of  Tennessee.  ..1.  60, 

153,  170,  173,  175.  284,  442,  507,  531,  664, 

814,  815.  926.  1044.  1124,  1127,  1472,  1509, 

1659,  1663.  1689,  1690,  1832,  1941,  1971 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth. ....  .1 76 

remarks  concerning  mileage 592 

remai*ks  on  the  biU  making  land  warrants  as-r 

signable 465,  495 

Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad  Company, 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the 2354,  2383 

Winder,  William  H.,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  purchase  the  Building  of.  437 
Winder  "is  Buildine,  appropriation  Ibr  the  payment 
of  rent,  and  the  purchase  of.  • « • .  .2118,  2136 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayly  of  Virginia 2190 

Mr.  Brooks 2120 

Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi 2119 

Mr.Punham •• ,...••••.•..2118 
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'*«  Buildine,  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  reot,  and  the  pun^ate  of— 
narks  by— 

Mr.  Fitch 2119,2121 

Mr.  C^entry , JJ136 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Tennessee 2136,  2137 

Mr.  Jones  of  Tennessee. .,  .2118,  2119, 2136 

Mr.  Meade. 3137 

Mr.  McMu)lin .2120,  2136,  2137 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Kentucky 2119 

Mr.  Stanton  of  Tennessee 2119,  2137 

Mr.  Stephens  of  Georgia.. .  2118, 2119.  2136 
tc,  Jeremiah,  bill  for  relief  of.  .423, 963, 964 
»w,  Daniel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  sure- 

of. ..1458 

r»  bills  granting  land  to  the  State  of,  for 
nflroada  ana  improvement  of  rivers,  viz: 

§Br  a  nulroad  from  the  Wiscoosin  river,  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  northern  line 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  Lake  Superior. .  102, 

285,  673 

tar  a  {dank  road  from  Wiiconsin  river  to  the 
aonth  of  WiUow  river,  on  Lake  St.  Croix, 

102,  285 

fer  uBproTing  the  navigation  of  Black  river. 

9ar  tbc  construction  of  the  Central  railroad .  .107 

a  hill  to  aathonze  the  State  of,  to  select  the  resi- 
dua of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled  un- 
der the  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in 
the  improvemenl  of  the  navigation  of  the  Fox 
aad  Wisconsin  rifers,  and  the  construction  of 
the  Portage  canal 29,1235 

hffl  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  certain  mil- 
iary roads  in. 216 

ha  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to  locate  certain 
lands  granted  for  the  improvement  of  the  Nee- 
nah  and  Wisconsin  rivers 2Q5 

an  act  and  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting 
lands  granted  to  (he  State  of,  for  saline  pur- 
!»•« 355,  462, 1001 ,  1050 

BCBorial  of  the  Legislature  of. 771,  1054 

(See  CtOeeCitfM  Diatriei9—Pre€mpiionr--Towni^ 
Lead  Dntnefff.) 

Woodvsfd,Joseph  A.,of  South  Carolina.  1,  570, 
«9D,  859,  869,  895,  896,  898,  910,  980,  981, 
1»4,  lOSO,  1075, 1112, 1221,2195,2206,2481 

*      "naby 1207 

in  relation  to  mileage .573,  590 

ion  report  of  Commiiteeon  Printing .  1090 
I  on  the  deficiencyitppropriation  biU .  194, 

__^    .  1754 

nsBxi  m  regard  to  t£e  Mexican  boundary 

T»^*^ 2134 

Trmsiks  oa  the  bill  regulating  the  fees  of  mar- 

•WU,  attorneys,  Ac 2195 

luasiks  oa  thtmode  of  appointing  midshipmen 

»^HjTy.... ...2261 

Tmatkt  OB  the  ionestead  bill J314 

*•««*»  «t  ^ipopriations  in  the  deficiency  bill 

^^rtMia  tndkaB 896,897,1754 

«"MS0B  the  joint  resolution  for  continuance 

««  ^  work  on  the  Capitol 730,  731 

Iwoodhridge,  William,  and  Henry  Chipman,  an 
»et  to  provide  compensation  to,  for  services 
m  adjusting  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  and  for 

athcr  purposes 1234 

Woodbfidge,  William,  the  withdrawal  of  the 

-_  P*P««of. 121 

Woodworth,  William,  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend 
aa  act  to  extend  the  patent  heretofore  granted 
to ,, 122 

Warkmen  on  thorCapitol.    (See  CapUol.) 
Wsvtben,  Judith,  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

^  «f - 289 

Worth,  Mrs.  Marearet  L .,  biU  for  the  relief  of.  127 , 
.  436,  291,  964,  1299,  2307,  2483,  2496 

Wnght,  H.  B.,  contestant  for  the  seat  of  H.  Pul- 
ler, report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  con- 
camh^  theeontest.     (See  ConUtUd  EUeHons.) 
JHoposition  to  pay  mileageland  per  diem  to.  1656, 

1662,  2485,  2496 


Wright,  James,  jr.,  bill  for  the  relief  of. . . .  .268, 

609,649 

Wright,  Nancy,  an  act  for  the  relief  of. 1234 

Wright,  Qeorffe,  withdrawal  of  the  papers  of.l473 
Wyandot  lands,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  ceded  by 
the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  3d  of  March,  1843. .  .938 

1725 

Y. 

Yam  Hall  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 

of. 1034 

Yates,  Richard,  of  Illinois 1,59,  110, 

186,  272,  284,  594,  1159,  1171,  1173,  1879, 

1884, 1999 

remarks  on  the  reception  of  Kossuth 181 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill 1916, 

1943, 1947, 1987 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of 
the  act  granting  bounty  land  warrants. . .  .539 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  land  warrants  as- 
signable  • 447 

Yeas  and  nays  on  Army  appropriation  bill.  .2216 

on  appeals 98, 169, 

170. 1003, 1251, 1779, 1885, 1887,  2258, 2416 

on  adjournments 154, 168, 170, 

616,  663,  737, 738, 965, 981, 1126, 1224, 1330, 
1350, 1515,  1516,  1519,  2001,  2044,  2353 

on  adjournment  iine  die 1514, 1926 

on  bounty  hmds. • 649 

on  appropriations  for  the  Territories,  bill  giving 
the  Legislative  Assemblies  the  control  of.  1531 

on  Choctaw  Indian  claims .2386 

on  Census 304,  306,  402,  407, 1051 

on  claims,  old,  allowed  by  the  D^Murtments, 

390,442 

on  Chaplains. • • 47 

on  California  bills. • 1Q7 

on  the  workmen  on  the  Capitol • .  .110 

on  the  Joint  resolution  to  continue  the  work  on 

the  Capitol 744,  1049 

on  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  liberated  Cuban 

prisoners 420 

on  clerks  to  committees •  •  .422,  432 

on  drawbacks ^ 691 

on  propositions  to  close  debate 170, 

369,  370,  723,  736,  1137,  2052 

on  grants  of  land 670,  671 

on  sstimates  for  deficiencies,  to  lay  on  table,  280 
on  Hall,  proposition  to  grant  it  to  the  Coloni- 
zation Society • 307 

on  Hungarian  exiles 253 

on  Illinois  river,  improvement  of. 284 

on  Kossuth,  Louis,  resolutions  of  welcome  and 

recepUon 96, 141, 158, 199, 200 

on  assignability  of  land  warrants 148, 

501, 638,  639,  640,  649,  782 

on  Virginia  military  land  warrants 1194 

on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell 663 

on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Moore  and  Hascall, 

441 

on  mileage 574, 575,  578, 593 

on  newspapers  for  members.  • .  • 14,  29 

on  Missouri  land  bill 670,  671 

on  the  rights  of  a  State  to  exclude  negroes,  307 
on  bill  reducing  and  modifying  the  rates  of 

poitage 1745,  1765 

on  printing. . . . . , 304 

306,  402,  407,  1050,  1051, 1107,  1112,  1113, 

1125,  1126, 1193^  1766, 1985 

on  additional  pages 751,  762 

on  the  bill  providing  for  the  election  of  printer, 

and  fixing  the  prices  of  printing 20^ 

on  the  appropriation  to  Nathan  Rathbun  . .  1924 

on  the  proposition  for  a  recess 1^29,  1330 

on  propositions  to  suspend  the  rules 307, 

390,  660.  661.  €99,  790.  815,  1050.  1126, 
1193, 1838,2043.  2229.2348,  2411, 2481.2495 


Yeas  and  Nays— 
on  proposiUons  in  the  Indian  bill '. .  .2386, 

.      .  .  2387, 2477 

on  the  claim  of  Thomas  Ritchie 1888    * 

on  bill  authorizing  a  surrender  of  bounty  land 
warrants  of  soldiers  in  the  last  war  with  Great 

Britain 2043 

on  tariff  of  1846 506 

on  Raleigh  and  Gaston  railroad  bill 2275 

on  propositions  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 

2281 

on  proposition  for  the  revision  of  dedarmtions 

in  r^:ard  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  <fec. . . .  lOD 

on  Alabama  and  Florida  land  bill ...... .  .1552, 

1560,  1814 

on  Mexican  Boundary .1766 

on  propositions  to  go  into  committee.  1487, 1506 

on  calls  of  the  House 978,  1170 

on  appropriation  for  Collins  line. . .  .1767,  1777 

on  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Osbom  Cross 1224, 

1232 
on  canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary. ..  .2348, 

2349 

on  compromise  measures •. 978, 

979,  980,  981,  982, 983 

on  contested  elections 1544, 

1552, 1596, 1625, 1655,  2485 

on  duty  on  railroad  iron 1050, 1300,  2472 

on  donationa. 1^26 

on  propositions  connected  with  the  deficiency 

bill 899.  900. 1766, 1767.  1777, 1844 

on  Florida  and  Alabama  raihxmd  bill 1003    ^ 

, 792,  1814, 1937 

on  discipline  in  the  Navy 914, 1153, 1154 

on  bills  making  grants  of  land.  (See  Railroadt.) 

on  homestead  biU 1137, 1350, 1351 

on  harbor  bill 2001,  2410,  2411, 2412, 2413 

on  appropriations  fbr  Indians 900 

on  provisions  in  ibepost  route  bill 2478 

on  Iowa  land  bill 962,  1544 

on  extra  compensation  to  the  employees  about 

the  Capitol 2435 

on  bill  granting  land  for  indigent  insane  .1456*, 
1528, 1531,  1926,  2229,  2230, 2236 

on  mileage , .  .1822 

on  Mint i 1597 

on  proposition  declaring  all  mail  routes  high-   ^ 

ways 1674 

on  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 

raiiroad 1300.  2284 

on  bill  and  other  propositions  to  repeal  duty  on 

railroad  iron 1823.  2410 

on  railroad  bills 1491,  1492, 1495, 

1506, 1509, 1512, 1544, 1552, 1557, 1560, 1563, 
1595, 1602, 1603, 1613, 1626, 1653, 1654, 1663. 
1776, 1792, 1814, 1838. 1854. 1883. 1899, 1908, 
1937, 1959, 1982, 1983,2012,2013,2014,2355, 

A    '    mi'          ,                          2387,2410 
on  roads  in  Minnesota 153$ 

on  the  bill  to  pay  the  representatives  of  James 

Watson  the  value  of  certain  slaves 1043 

on  right  of  way  to  plank  and  railroads* .  .1838, 

1854 

on  spoliation  bill • •....•  .2258 

on  books  for  members 1926 

on  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  clerks,  marshals 

and  district  attorneys 2188 

on  proposition  in  relation  to  light  duties ..2192, 

2353 
on  light-house  bill .52353 

on  propositions  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 

2192 

on  the  bill  and  other  propositions  declaring  the 

Wheeling  bridges  lawful  structures.. .  .2257, 

2480 
on  the  bill  to  allow  a  surrender  of  land  warrantu^ 

2273 
on  the  preservation  of  the  liyes  of  passengers  on 

steamboats • 43301 

on  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  raUroad 

WU 2355 


APPKOPRI ATIONS,  NEW  OFFICES,  ETC. 


Mifmt  ^ik*  Ckrk  tfUu  Hoytu  of  Refn$eniaH9e$  <tf 
dk  OmiUd  SUies,  in  ampHatscevfUh  the  "ad  to 
mAmixe  tkg  appointnuni  t^faddUional  paymatltn, 
miM  other  pmpoiu,''puitdJui9i,  1836. 


U 


Orricx  or  ths  Houu  or  Riprbsbiitativbb 
or  TBc  Uirmo  Statbs,  November^,  18Sfi. 

10  ibeiiKlh  teetfon  of  the  *<  wt  to  authorise 
of  addlliooal  paymafters,  and  for  other 
d  JmHf  4, 1638,  which  reqalrea  "  the  Sec- 
tor of  dM  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Honae  of  Repreeent- 
aa  aooa  aa  oiaj  be  alter  the  cJow  of  each  MMion  of 
10  ptthttih  aMateroeot  of  all  approtfrtatioiis  made 
aod  alao  a  atatenieiit  of  the  aewofflcee 


n 


enaied,  aad  tke  aalaiiea  of  each ;  and  al«o  a  stateaMnt  of 
te  eAeea  ihm  aaladca  of  which  are  locreaMd,  and  the 
of  wwsh  iBcreaae,"  the  Cleric  of  the  Honw  of  Rep- 
anbmits  the  aoeomaanying  etaleneatr. 

JOHN  W.  FORNEY, 
CUrk  HdttMo/Jtipf.  U.  S. 


TMitF 


STATEMENTS  SHOWING 
pprofriatSeiBa  made  during  the  flrit  teaeioii  of  the 


created,  and  the  lalariet  thereof. 

the  Mlaries  of  which  hare  been  in- 
Witt  the  aaBoant  of  each  increase,  dnrlnf  the 


Nomnu  29,  1853.*^ Prepare<f  6y  the  Buretsry  of 
At  SemuU  mmd  the  Clerk  qf  the  House  y  Repre- 
ynfadtiiff,  in  pureuance  <(f  the  tixth  section  qf  the 
•ettfJiOy  4, 1896,  "to  muAmu  the  ajtpoinimentof 
pajfiflrfrrt,  ondjbr  other  pwposes/' 


f> 


I- — APraopsiATioirf    madb   dvriko    the    pmtT 
tisnm  or  the  tbiett-sccond  congress. 

Bftibcad 


id. 
For 


lyfroyrtoton  to  meet  the  etpenus 
in  eonseqvenee  tf  the  late  fire  at  the  Cap- 


of 
Fort 


of  Ike  espeaaea  iecarred  in  the 
of  the  late  fine  in  the  Library 
wiotM  of  the  rnbhteh,  and  the  prea-      ' 
«f  W9A  booka  and  other  arUclea  as 
ktft  been  nred,  aad  tlM  conatraction  of 
I  i^tef  fat  Ac  pi  eaci  ration  aad  protection 

fomoaoT  the hoiJdinf  now  exposed...  $5,000  00 
•fboeks  Ihr  the  Library  of  Coo- 
10,000  00 


$15)000  00 


Bf  Ike  ad  to  pronde  a  room  for  the  Congressional 

.    ,^ iAbrary, 

'or  me  pmpom  of  ifnjag  op  the  document  room 
••tf  spaitioa  of  die  adioi 


.      . '*e  adjoiainf  PMsace  to  re- 

emrf,  ttmpemOr,  •  portioa  of  the  books  of 

me  CmiiBiiHBal  Library $1,900  00 

^Jhe  act  nihor^sis^  the  payment  of  intenst  to  the 

"'  'tef  Jfew  Hampshire  for  advances  made  for  the 

amd  bem^  of  the  Umted  Stales  in  repelling 

amd  smpprtssing  insvarrectiony  at  Indian 

imsaidStaU, 

Tb  lifnidate  aad  fcitle  the  claim  of  the  State  of 
Itew  Haapahire  acaiast  the  United  States,  (br 
Biareoc  apea  the  miUiary  eapenseo  incurred 
Mi  aetaaDy  expended  by  her  for  theiNPOMe- 
tioa  of  the  aorthcastctn  tmntier  of  sald^tate, 
aad  repeOtng  invasaoa  and  suppressing  insor- 
raetioa  at  ladiaa  Stream,  in  the  county  of 
Cooa,  ta  saM  State,  ia  the  years  eighteen  hun- 
dniny-five,  ei^iteen  hundred  and 
aad  eicbtiBen  haadrad  and  thirty- 

$6,000  to 


Bftha  met 


fl^Ae 


_  fbr  aarrying  into  exeetUiont  in 
pari»  the  twelfth  atii^  qf  the  treaty  with 
t^eondmded  ai  Quadalipe  Hidalgo, 

payaieat  of  the  histalhnent  and  interest 

wfll  foB  due  on  the  thirtieth  of  May, 

I  haadted  aad   fifty-two,   under  the 

artfdeof  the  trea^r  between  the  United 

aad  Mexico,  madie  and  concluded  at 

Hidalgo,  on  the  second  day  of  Feb- 

hundred  and  forty-ei|^t. . .  .53,180,000  00 

met/yr  the  reMtf^  American  tititens  lately  im- 

'  amd  pardoeidlty  the  Q,ueen  of  Spain. 
relief  of  American  citixens  lately  impHs- 
aad  pvdoaed  br  fbe  Queen  of  Spain,  and 

oat  tf  the  naUta  of  the  United  States. .  $8,000  00 


By  the  act  to  make  land  warrants  assignable,  and  for  l\ 

oUur  purposes  f 

For  services  heretofore  performed  in  locating  mil- 
itary bounty  land  warrants,  the  same  rate  of 
compensation  provided  in  the  preceding  section 
for  nervices  hereafter  to  be  pedbrmed,  after  de- 
ducting the  amount  already  received  by  such 
officers  under  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  re- 
quire the  holders  of  military  land  warrants  to 
compensate  the  land  officers  of  the  United  ji 

States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
those  warrants,"  approved  May  seventeenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight [Indefinite.] 

By  the  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  paiyment  of 
J^avy  pensions  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-thru* 

For  invalid  pensions $45,000  00 


I! 


By  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  paafment  of 
inoaUd  and  otfur  pensions  qf  the  UMted  States,  for 
the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thoustmd 
eight  hundred  and  f\fty4hru. 

For  invalid  pensions  under  various  acts $400,000  00 

For  pensions  for  widows  and  oq^ans  under  the 
acts  of  July  thefonrtii,  one  tfiousand  eight  hun- 
dred aad  thirty  six,  and  July  the  tweety-first, 
one  thousand  eicht  hundred  and  forty -eight.  .377,940  00 

For  pensions  to  widows  under  the  act  of  seventh 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 90,000  00 

For  pensions  to  widows  under  the  act  of  third 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- three, . . . .  30,000  00 

For  pensions  to  widows  under  the  acts  of  the 
seventeenth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty- four,  second  of  February,  eii^teen  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  and  twenty-ninth  of  July, 
ei^teen  hundred  and  forty  eight 464,000  00 

Fbr  naif-pay  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
provided  for  by  the  eleventh  section  of  &n  act 
approved  January  the  twenty  ninth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  first  section  of 
an  act  approved  the  sixteenth  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  payable  tiirough  the  of- 
fice of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in 
addition  to  an  unexpended  balance 5,000  00 

$1,366,240  00 

f         

By  the  actio  supply  deficiencies  m  the  appropriations 

for  tfu  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  Unrtieth 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

For  the  amount  required  to  pav  reserved  per- 
centage under  the  ccmtract  for  the  floMing 
dock  at  Philadelphia $5,938  68 

For  the  amount  required  to  pay  for  dredging  the 
river  in  firont  of  tl)e  dock  basin  at  the  Phila- 
delphia navy-yard 19,000  00 

For  the  amount  required  to  pay  outstanding 
liabilities  for  labor  and  materials  expended  on 
dry-dock,  iron  gates,  pumps,  engine-honae, 
etc.,  at  Brooklyn - .-  88,306  95 

For  the  araoant  required  to  pay  for  reservatioaa 
under  the  contract  for  engine,  etc.,  for  the  dry- 
dock  at  Brooklyn 7,000  00 

For  completing  the  floating  dry-dock  at  San 
Francisco.  OaHlbmia,  authorized  by  act  of  diird 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  one 360,000  00 

For  compensation  to  temporary  clerks  in  the 
o^cfi^  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
employed  in  making  out  certMcatea  of  service 
firom  the  maste^  rolls  of  one  thoasaad  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  the  several  Indian 
wars 11,806  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Third  Auditor,  to  pay  far  preparing  books  of 
transfers  from  the  Quartermaster  General's 
office , 900  00 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks  employed  tem- 
porarily 'in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  die 
Post  Office  Department 4,000  00 

For  pasting  in  books,  prepared  fot  the  purpose, 
canceled  certificates  of  the  registry  and  enroll- 
ments of  vessele  returned  by  the  several  eoU 
lectors  of  the  customs SOO  OU 

For  annuities  and  grants 750  00 

For  the  regular  supplies  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  conrisdng  of  forage  in  kind  forihe 
horses,  mules,  and  oxen  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Depaitment,  at  the  several  military  poMs  and 
stations,  and  with  the  armies  ia  the  field;  for 
the  horses  of  the  first  and  second  regimenii  of 
dragoons,  the  companies  of  H^t  artillery,  the 
regiment  of  mounted  rifiemen,  and  such  com- 
panies of  infantry  as  may  bo  mounted,  and 
also  for  the  authoriaed  iMimber  of  officers' 
horses  when  serving  la  the  field,  and  at  the 
outposts 705,000  00 

For  transportation  of  the  army,  including  the 
baggace  of  tfie  troops,  when  moving  eitiier  by 
iMd  or  water:  of dothinc, camp,nnd  ganlsoa 
equipage,  aad  horse  equipment,  ftotn  die  de- 


pots at  Philadelphia,  St.  Louis,  and  New  Or-  » 
leans,  to  the  several  posts  and  army  depots;  of 
subsistenee,  ftt>m  the  places  of  purchase,  ftom 
the  places  of  delivery  under  contract,  to  such 
pUees  as  the  circumstances  of  the  service  asay 
require  It  to  be  sent;  of  ordnance,  ordnaaoe 
stores,  and  small  arms,ftom  thefouoderies  and 
armoriea  to  the  arsenals,  fortifications,  fltmtler 
posts  and  army  depots ;  freights,  tolls,  and  fer- 
riase;  for  the  purchase  and  hire  or  horses, 
mules,  oxen,  wagons,  carts,  drays,  sbipa  and 
other  sea-going  vessels  and  boats,  for  the  trana- 
portadon  of  supplies,  and  for  garrison  purposes; 
for  dra^g  and  cartage  at  die  aeveral  posts; 
hire  of  teamsteis,  transportadon  of  ftmds,  for 
the  pay  and  odier  disbursing  departments ;  the 
expense*  of  sailing  public  tranvports  on  the  va- 
rious rivers,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  At- 
lantic and  the  Pacific ;  and  for  procuring  water 
at  such  posts  as,  from  their  situation,  require 
diat  it  be  brought  ftt>m  a  distance 800,000  00 

For  the  parchaae  of  horses  required  ft>r  the  firM 
and  second  regiments  of  dragoons,  the  com- 
panies of  light  artillery,  the  reglmentofmount- 
vd  riflemen,  and  such  companies  of  infootry 
as  may  be  mounted .w..  40,000  00 

For  constructing,  repairing,  and  enlarging  bar- 
racks, quarters,  hospitds,  store-houses,  sta- 
bles, wharves,  and  ways,  at  the  several  posts 
and  army  depots ;  for  temporary  cantonmento, 
and  the  authorised  ftimiture  for  barrack  rooms  - 
of  non  -commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  gun- 
houses  for  die  protection  of  cannon,  including 
the  necessary  tools  and  materiab  for  die  ob 
jects  enumerated,  and  for  rent  of  quarters  and 
offices  for  officers,  and  barracks  and  hospitals 
for  troops,  where  there  are  no  public  btrildiiin 
for  their  accommodation  ;  for  store  honres  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  military  stores,  and  of 
grounds  for  summer  cantonments  and  encamp- 
ment*  919,000  00 

For  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and 
hor«e  equipments,  for  engineer  troops,  ord- 
nance department,  dragoons,  riflemen,  light 
artillery,  artillery  and  inflinuy 75,000  00 

For  subsistence  in  kind 979,517  00 

For  pay  of  five  companies  of  Texas  mounted 
volunteers 80J41  00 

For  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  Mexico,  accord- 
ing to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo 80,000  00 

For  surveying  eirht  hundred  and  sevenQr-five 
miles  of  meridian  base  and  standard  lines, 
meandering  and  survey  of  irregular  or  river 
lots,  etc.,  in  California, at  a  rste  not  exceeding 
fifteen  dollars  per  mile <13,1S5  00 

For  subdividing  land  in  California  into  town- 
ships, equal  to  nine  hundred  miles  of  survey, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  fourteen  dollars  per 
mne 19,000  00 

For  subdividing  fifty  townships  in  California 
into  sections,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  twelve 
dollars  per  mild 36,0O0l0O 

For  surveying  private  claims  in  California 7,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Ar- 
kansas, per  act  of  August  eighth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  six 9,000  00 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  Arkansas,  per  act  of  August  eighdi,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty- six 6,300  00 

For  surveys  in  the  mineral  region  of  Michigan, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  Uoilars  per  mile...  94,780  00 

For  completing  the  survey  of  the  saleable  lands 
in  the  Menomonee  cession,  and  the  survey  of 
die  Lake  Superior  region,  Wisconsin,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  mite 90/100  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  township  lines,  and 
the  subdivisions  of  such  of  the  townships  as 
bear  valuable  pine  timber,  west  of  the  fourth 
principal  meridian,  and  between  the  third  and 
fourth  connection  parallels,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding five  dollars  per  mi)e 33,000  00 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  President's  House. . . .       600  00 

For  filUng  up  aad  grading,  ete.,  Fraaklio  square       406  99 

To  make  die  roads  aad  walks,  aad  to  plant  La- 
ftiyette  square... ' 9,000  00 

To  comidele  the  ImproveaMots  on  the  square 
soudi  of  dM  PrevMeat's  Hoase 19,000  00 

To  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  casual  repeirs  of  the  Capitol.. 1,500  00 

For  completing  the  improvements  of  New  Jer- 
oegr  avenue,  north  of  the  Capitol 9,000  00 

For  planting  and  finishinc  the  roads  and  aralks 
through  that  portion  of  the  public  mall  sur- 
rounding the  Smidisooian  Institution ........    7,000  00 

For  payment  to  Augustus  Humbert  of  balance  of 
his  salary  as  United  States  assayer  of  gold  in 
California,  under  theactof  diirdetiiof  Septeas- 
ber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 1,950  00 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. . . .  90,000  00 

For  expenses  of  establishing  die  superioteadency 
of  ladian  Aflhirs  in  CaUfomia,  audioriaad  by 
die  aot  of  diird  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fiftv-tWO.  viz : 

ForsBlary  of  Superintendent 1,318  66 
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For  preMUta  and  prnvii^ions  for  Indlanf  vinitinf 
Superintendent  on  official  biudneM 1,000  00 

For  traveli  ng  expenses  of  th«  Superintendent,  and 
the  neceMary  nttendAHti %SM  00 

For  payment  to  the  Ainerinui  party  of  St  Uvxis 
Indians,  (les^  the  8Qm  of  one  thousand  dnUara 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  twenty- neventh  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  ond  forty-six,  in  pur 
•uanee  of  the  stipulation  contained  in  the 
supplemental  article,)  as  a  remimeration  for 
mon<»ys  laid  out  by  said  tribe,  and  for  services 
rendered  by  their  diiefsand  agents  in  securing 
the  title  to  the  Green  Bay  lands,  and  in  remoral 
to  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  prorisinns  of  the 
ninth  arUcleof  the  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations 
of  New  York,  of  fifteenth  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  elglH 4,000  00 

For  payment  to  the  Seneca  Indians  of  New  York, 
for  moneys  wrongftiHy  witbholden  from  them 
by  an  agent  appointed  by  the  Government  for 
the  management  of  their  aflairs,  as  per  report 
of  Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  Commissioner  selected 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  the  requisite 
inTesfigaiion  pursuant  to  the  direction  con- 
tained  In  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  twen- 
ty-seventh June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,'making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  die- 
partment 98,505  50 

For  the  reappmpriatfon  of  the  following  sums 
carried  to  tlie  surplus  fund  per  warrants  nam- 
bered  twelve  and  thirteen,  and  dated  respect- 
ively tbirtletli  of  Jane^  airiiteon  hundred  and 
fyttf-fiXt  and  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  him- 
dred  and  Ibrty-eight,  under  the  following  heads, 
▼ix: 

**  For  carrying  into  effect  Choctaw  traaty,"  act 
eleventh  of  June,  elgtiteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two 96  83 

«  For  carrying  into  effect  Choctaw  treaty  on  ac- 
count of  lands  relinquished,*'  act  second  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one 896  90 

«  For  payment  to  Pottawatomies  for  com  crop 
abandoned,'*  act  third  of  March,  eightean  bim« 
dnedand  thirty-nine » 749  50 

**  For  payment  to  Pottawatomies  fbr  twelve  log- 
bonsefl  destroyed, "  act  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  nine 600  00 

For  interest  on  the  amount  awarded  Choctaw 
claimants,  under  the  Iburteenth  article  of  tha 
treaty  of  Dancing  Habbit  Creek,  of  tweaty-sev- 
•ntfa  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty, (br  hinds  on  which  they  resided,  but  which 
it  is  impossible  to  give  them,  and  in  lieu  of  the 
scrip  that  has  been  awarded  trader  the  act  of 
twenty-third  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Ibrty-two,  not  deliverable  east,  hv  the  third  sec-  ^ 

tion  of  said  law,  per  act  of  third  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fbrty-fivcu  for  die  half  year 
ending  thlrtlelh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two 91,000  00 

For  tha  amount  of  principal  awarded  lo  the 
Choctaw  dafmants  under  the  fburteentb  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  of 
twenty-seventh  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  fbr  lands  on  which  they  re- 
sided  879,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  presents,  and  to  negotiate 
under  untmctions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  with  the  Indians  in  Texas,  who  have 
intruded  themselves  into  that  State  ftom  the 
ToTitories  of  tlie  United  States,  for  their  re- 
moval fVnm  thatSute 95,000  00 

For  continuing  the  collection  and  (br  publishing 
the  statistics  and  other  infbrmation  authorized    . 
by  the  act  of  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fbrty  seven,  and  subsequent  acts VlflQO  00 

For  aireai'ages  in  the  cost  of  the  preparation  of 
the  volume,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-one,  of  statistics  and  other  information 
antnoriKed  by  the  act  uf  third  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-aeven,  and  subsequent 
acts. 5,300  00 

For  ptinting,  bindina.  Ice,  six  hundred  copies  of 
the  first  volume  of  the  fbrejEOing  work,  (or  dit- 
tribvtion  among  new  members 6,575  00 

For  this  sum,  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Creek  Indiana 
for  mills  stipulated  to  be  f\imlshed  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treatv  of  the  fourteenth  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  three. .     4,000  00 

For  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Pottawatomies  of  Indiana 99,500  00 

For  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Choctawa 50,000  00 

For  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence  of 
Winnebagoes 3,51309 

For  this  sumjo  cover  arrearagef  fbr  and  on  ac- 
count of  contingendea  of  Uia  Indian  depart- 
ment  99,500  00 

For  indemnity  fbr  losses  sustained  by  the  Menom  • 
onee  Indians  in  the  delivfry  of  goods  to  them, 
as  a  part  of  tlidr  annuity,  in  the  year  eighteen 
iinndred  and  thirty  seven,  per  seventh  article 
of  the  treaty  with  that  tribe,  of  the  eighteenth 
of  October,  eighteen  himdred  and  fbrty  eight. .    3,694  46 

For  payment  fbr  services  of  blacksmith,  and  for 
the  use  bf  tools,  Ibr  the  Seneca  tribes  of  In- 
dians, ttom  the  flmt  af  Julv  to  the  eighth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight. . . .       913  33 

For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  fhel.  stationery.  Ice, 
for  Superintendent  of  Indian  Aflhirs  in  Oregon,    9,400  00 

For  expenses  of  continuing  negotiations  with  the 
Indisn  tribes  of  Oregon  lying  west  of  the  Cas- 
cade Mountains 19,000  00 

For  the  completion  of  buildings  for  theuoe  of  the 
Superintendent  and  Indian  agents  in  Oregon . .    3>000  00 

For  traveling  expenses  of  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Aflkirs  in  Oregon,  and  agaots 9,000  00 


For  the  reappmpriafion  of  this  sum,  (carried  to 
the  snrplos  fund  per  warrant  number  tliirtcen. 
dated  thirtieth  of  June,  eigliteen  hundred  and 
fbitv  six,)  being  the  balance  due  the  Ottawa 
•i)d  Chippewa  Indians,  under  the  fiah  article 
of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ttiirty- 
six,  for  payment  of  their  debts,  apiimpriated 
second  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  and  reappropriated  second  [third]  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine 694  99^ 

For  the  purchase  of  two  sections  of  land  re- 
served by  the  treaty  with  the  Poftawatomies, 
of  October  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty- two,  fbr  **  Shobonler" 1,600  00 

For  the  redemption  of  ontstnnding  loan-offlce 
and  final  settlement  certificate,  dated  Septem- 
ber ninth,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  countersigned  by  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
commissioner  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  issued 
for  two  hnndrpd  dollars,  specie  value,  ten  dol- 
lars and  sixty  eight  ninetieths 57  79 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  viz : 

For  printingand  publishing  the  Revised  Statutes, 
making  an  index  thereto,  and  superintending 
their  publication 4,500  00 

For  necessary  extra  clerks  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  seasions  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
binding  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  other  neces- 
sary incidental  expenses 9,000  00 

For  pnvment  of  Messrs.  Babcock,  Wilkinson, 
and  Holcombe,  for  revising  the  lawa,  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each 1,500  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  75,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate. 137,775  00 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  for 
the  copies  of  the  report  of  Doctor  David  Dsle 
Owen,  United  States  geologist,  on  the  geology 
of  (owaand  Wlsaonsm.  and  Minnesota  Ter- 
ritory, heretofore  ordered  to  be  executed  fbr 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  under  the  special  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office 31,918  75 

To  enable  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  pav  for  three  thousand  five  hundred 
copies  or  the  report  of  Doctor  David  Dale 
Owen,  on  the  geologr  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin, 
and  Minneaou  Territory,  ordered  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
executed  under  the  special  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  GJeneral  Land  Office.. ..  16,187  50 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress         800  00 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  purchase  one 
hundred  complete  seta  of  Little  k.  Brown's 
edition  of  the  Btatutes  at  Large,  thmi  volume 
one  to  volume  nine,  inclusive,  for  distributioa 
to  such  new  officers  as  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  receive  them  nnder  the  act  of  the  eighth 
of  August,  eli[^teen  hundred  and  for^six,  and 
Joint  resolution  of  the  eighth  of  August,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fbrty  eight. 3,150  00 

For  payment  of  the  second  and  third  volumes  of 
the  Fifth  Series  of  the  Documentanr  Uistoiir, 
under  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
addition  to  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  per  act  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty 11,994  00 

For  the  payment  of  James  W.  Hale,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  full,  for  discharging  the  dutiea 
of  dispnlMsh  ifent  from  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty  nine,  toJune,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fillry,  inclusive 606  00 

To  cover  the  balance  of  compensation  due  to 
the  United  States  4{eoln|riFts  for  the  Lake  Su- 
perior region,  and  for  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and 
Minnewtta.  and  to  their  respective  assistants, 
including  tne  cost  of  superintending  the  print- 
ing of  their  final  geological  reports 5,959  00 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen  for  that  portion  of  the  Patent  Office 
Building  which  will  be  occupied  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior. 569  50 

For  outfits  of  charges  d*affUres  lo  Denmark  and 
Bolivia 9,000  00 

To  enable  the  Secretarv  of  State  to  pay  William 
E.  Anderson  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expense 
incurred  in  coming  fVom  Rio  Janeiro  to  New 
York,  under  the  direction  of  the  American 
minister  at  the  Braxilian  court,  to  testily 
against  certain  persons  alleged  fo  have  been 
engaged  in  the  dave  trade 950  00 

To  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriatioii  for 
the  relief  of  American  cilixena  lately  im- 
prisoned and  pardoned  by  the  Queen  of  Spain.    ^000  00 

For  compiling,  printing,  and- binding  the  Bien- 
nial Register  for  eighteen  hundred  and  fif^- 
one,  in  addition  to  the  amount  appropriated 
per  act  of  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-one 9,953  00 

For  the  trial  and  maintenance  of  the  light  at 
Wautasham.  Michigan 1,000  00 

For  expenses  incurred  in  bringing  gas  pipes  and 
fixtures  into  and  around  the  northeast  executive 
building 400  00 

For  purchasing,  waMng.  and  ditching  a  piece  of 
land  near  the  City  of  Mexico,  for  a  cemetery  or 
burial-ground  for  anch  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  our  army,  in  our  late  war  with  Mex- 
ico, as  fell  in  battle,  or  died  in  and  around  said 
city,  and  for  the  interment  of  American  citi- 
zens who  have  died  or  may  die  in  said  city. ...    1,460  34 

To  pay  Adam  Boyd  Hamilton,  according  to  con- 
tract, for  printing  twenty  thousand  and  bind- 
ing eighteen  thousand  six  hnndred  and  ten 
copica,  of  three  hiuidrtd  and  ninety  six  pagaa 


earh,  of  the  Register's  report  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  for  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  one 19,734  65 

For  addition^  compensation  Ibr  incroosing  the 
traniiportation  of  the  United  States  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  Liverpool,  in  (heCollina 
lineof  steamers,  to  twenty  six  trips  per  annum, 
at  such  times  as  shall  be  directod  fy  the  Post- 
master General,  and  in  conformity  to  his  last 
annual  report  to  C<mgre8s,  and  his  letter  of  the 
fifteenth  of  November  last  V*  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  commencing  said  increased  service 
on  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hnndred  and 
fifty  two,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  three  thousand 
dollars  per  trip,  in  lieu  of  the  present  allow- 
ance   S3ll,500  66 

For  defVajrinff  the  txpenses  of  the  supreme,  cir- 
eait,  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia ;  also  for 
lurora  and  witnesses,  in  aid  (Jf  ^e  f\inds  aris- 
ing from  fhies,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  in- 
curred in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth, 
eigliteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  previous 
yean,  and  likewise  fbr  deftaving  the  expenses 
of  suits  in  which  the  United  Sutes  are  con- 
cerned, and  fbr  the  apprehension  and  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  in  additiim  to  fbrmer 
appropriations 90,006  66 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interfor  to  pay 
to  the  clerks  employed  in  the  Census  Office 
on  extra  duty,  at  the  rate  of  oiie  hundred  dol- 
lars fbr  full  service,  according  to  the  office 
roll lOJiOOOO 

For  determining,  running,  and  marking  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  on 
tfte  parallel  of  fbrty-three  degrees  thirty  min- 
utes north  latitude,  in  addition  to  the  appropri- 
ation heretofore  made  fbr  the  pame  object. . . .   15,000  00 

For  the  reconstmction  or  repairs  of  the  steamer 
Bibb,  used  in  the  survey  of  the  Nantucket 
shoal 16,060  00 

For  estaMishinc  a  depOt  of  coal  for  naval  purpo- 
ses at  Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida 99,060  66 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  on  which  to  erect  a 
custom-house  at  Bangor,  Maine ,...    L5 jQOQ  OD 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  on  wUch  to  erect  a 
custom-house  at  Bath,  Maine • 1IUI6D  60 

For  the  completion  of  the  custom  house  at  Mo 
bile,  Alabama 100,000  00 

For  the  com^etion  of  the  custom-house  at 
LonisvUle,  Kentucky 16,060  60 

For  the  completion  of  the  cusiom-bouse  at  Cin- 
cinnati   50,060  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  custom-homse,  and 
other  public  offices  connected  therewith,  at 
Pittfburg 35,000  60 

For  the  eorapletioa  of  the  fire  proof  boilding  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Ibr  a  cualoai- 
house  and  independent  treasury  building,  and 
other  oflkcea  of  the  United  States 37.000  00 

For  completing  the  eustom-hoosa  at'Norfblk, 
Virginia 50,066  60 

For  arrears  of  eontingeiH  ezpeases  in  the  Post 
Office  Department 7,506  60 

For  compensatioa  to  temporary  derka  •mploytd 
conditionally  to  bring  op  anrtara  of  buaineas  in 
thadead  letteroflca 1,008  67 

For  fbel  for  the  General  Post  Office  Building  from 
tb«  twentieth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty  two,  to  the  end  of  the  season 750  66 

For  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  tha  thirtieth  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  two 11,560  66 

For  payment  to  the  following  named  tribes  of 
Indians  of  the  under- mentioned  stims  due 
them,  retained  by  the  late  aub  Indian  agent. 
William  H.  Bruce,  the  same  lo  be  reimbursed 
to  the  United  States  when  reeovered  tnm  aaid 
sub  agent  or  his  sureties,  viz  i 

ToMenomonees 9,406  97 

To  Chippewas,  Menomoneea,  Wianebagoes, 
and  New  York  Indians.. « 591  59 

To  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  (Stockbridge) ...  99  50 

To  Stockbridge • 1,066  00 

For  expenses  of  treaty  with  the  Mississippi  and 
St.  Peter's  Sioux,  for  the  extinguishment  o^ 
their  title  to  lands  in  Minnesom  Territory, 
being  in  addition  lo  the  appropriation  for  tba 
same  object  made  thirtieth  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  fifty 4,979  36 

For  expenses  of  treating  with  the  Indians  artd 
half  breeds,  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title 
to  their  hinds  on  the  Red  river  of  the  north,  in 
the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  being  in  addition 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  aame  object  made 
thirtieth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty       901  05 

For  fhllfiling  treaties  with  the  Wina«'bagoes,  vis : 
purchase  of  tobacco,  per  second  article  of  ueaty 
of  first  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  and  fifth  article  of  treaty  of  fifteenth  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- two 375  66 

For  fulfilling  treaties  with  Ottawas  and  Chip- 
pewas, viz :  purchase  of  tobacco,  per  fourtb 
ariicle  of  treaty  of  twenty-eighth  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  tliiriy-six. 900  66 

For  fulfilling  treaties  with  die  Sacs  and  Foxes  ol 
the  Mississippi,  vis :  purchase  of  tobacco,  per 
fourth  article  of  treaty  of  Uie  twenty-flrit  Sep-   . 
tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 900  00 

For  fhlfilling  treaties  with  the  Menomonees,  viz : 
purchase  of  tobacco,  per  second  article  of  treaty 
of  third  September,  ona  thousand  eight  h«n- 
dred  and  thirty- six 100  00 

For  the  payment  of  annuities  (and  the  transport- 
ation of  the  same)  to  certain  tribes  of  Indians, 
in  accordance  with  the  seventh  article  of  the 
treaty  made  at  Fort  Laramie,  on  iba  savaa- 
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ipgodi  itey  or9«f>t<>mbcr,  anno  Domini  eifhteen 

hatitdred  «od  flAy  nnt 60,000  00 

To  ptchMi  thr  proTuiionti,  ni«>rclMn(lf  se,  domes- 
titf  «»aMt<,>n<i  •frtrtiltiimf  implements,  to  be 
4f^v«r«4  in  payment  of  tbe  annaity  Ar«t  pay- 
aUe  wMler  tht>  seventh  article  of  a  Aid  treaty.  [  ndeflnlte.] 
T»  WV  A**  printinc  four  handrml  and  flAy  copici 
wft^  cfliimaie*  of  appropriationa  fnr  the  •ervice 
ef  tl>«  <acal  year  one  thoa^and  eif  ht  hundred 
aad  tlf^-Hiree,  at  tfie  rate  paid  by  him  (br  the 
priacittf  of  the  Treasury  Department  liy  eon* 
r,  under  the  pmrijiioiw  or  the  seventeenth 
ion  oftbe  act  of  the  twenty-sixth  Auf  ust. 
Aovaad  eight  htiadred  and  forty-  two . .  [  fndeflttitt.] 
rchasw  for  th9  United  fltaten  a  <niiiable  nf ece 
of  gttHuid  at  a  central  point  In  the  city  or  San 
Fraaeiaco,  Calilbraia,  as  a  site  dnt  the  erection 
of  iStt  caaioni  hoiiae  lieretolbre  authorised  to 
be  wot. 40,000  00 

t5,434,88i  30 

BfAe  met  making  mp^oftriatiom  for  the  ntppcH  qf 
the  MUiitmf  ^cmdemyjhr  the  vear  ending  tie  thir- 
tieik  ^Jmuy  one  thousaitd  eight  hundred  tmdfift^ 
liree,  mndfor  other  jMwyoset. 

Far  pay  of  oOcers,  laetnietors,  cadets,  and  ma- 

•wians •. ^ ^80,400  00 

Far  caa—iatation  of  sttbsistrnce 3,30?!  UO 

Fm*  fevace  for  oAcers' horses 768  00 

fsr  doibinf  for  officers*  servaatt 30  00 

fw  re^rs,  f«el,  and  apparatas  therefor,  fonife 
frrp^ic  horses  and  oxen,  postafe,  stationery, 
pmtiaK,  aa<  other  iocideulal  and  contingeDt 

expcasea 95,000  00 

Por  kiereaea  and  repairs  of  the  lihranr 1,000  60 

For  iaproveaBsata aad  additioaa  to  officers*  qnar- 

issi 3,000  00 

Far  iddiiinfial  pay  to  the  iidiographer  and  preaa- 
assa  eaiployed  In  tlie  lilbo^phic  office,  flAy 

deliaia  tmOt 100  00 

FwexpMfcaoftlHsboardofTijiitors 3,000  00 

"  of  new  aqoatorial  telescope,  iMsing 

kce  in  Taloe  between  the  defective 

in  ose  and  a  new  one 5,000  00 

Far  pareteae  of  thirty  artillery  and  cavalry 

baaea 3,000  00 

For  hnmt  for  niaecy  artillery  and  cavalry  horses    6,480  00 
F«r  per  ileal  eocnpeoaation  and  mileag o  of  Sen- 
of  the  Boose  of  Represenia* 
md  Delefalea,  and  agreed  to  by  Che 
and  Hooae  of  Eepreaentativee 50,000  00 

#180,050  00 


l}A(«f  waKiig  approffrioHon for  theewrenimid 
cmtmgemt  expenaes  of  the  Indian  Department,  and 
fstfwI^UBng  frccfy  M^pvlationi  with  variouM  Indian 
b^fi^  the  ffear  endinr  June  thirtieth,  one  thou- 
MUcigM  kmndrtd  rnndjifly-three, 

Fsr  ikt  correat  and  oonUnfent  expanses  of  the 

ls4iaa  iepartment,  Tix : 
f  ac  te  f«y  sf  saaerintendents  of  Indian  aflbirs. 
p«  aeii  «C  fttti  Jane,  eif  bl^n  hundred  and 
^,  ani  twuai-aeveirth  February,  eighteen 

baadieiaaAiltfsne #8,^0  00 

V^^  nj  sCtbe  wvtol  Indian agenta^per  acta 
^SLi****  aihiMt  hondred  and  fiAy,  twen- 
^r^^rbcfc  fiepicaiWr,  eighteen  hundred  and 
aOy,  aad  txa^-seimth  February,  eighteen  ^ 

bn*ed«adiAy.oae 49,750  00 

nrAe  pof  of  iatetpnten,  per  acts  of  thirtieth 
Joaef  eif^mem  bandrcd  and  thirty-fonr,  and 
(mary-niMili  Febrvary, eighteen  hundred  and 

ttr-oae „ 98,000  00 

Foribepay  flfderkto  aaperiRteodentat  St.  Louia, 
WMoari,  per  act  of  cweaty-aaventh  Jima,  eigb- 

MB  baadred  and  forty-six l,!Ml  00 

'^ibcpayafelerfc  looaperintendeatatVan  Bu- 
tm^  Affcaasas,  per  act  of  twenty  seventh  June, 

d|biua  baodred  and  ibrty-aix 1,006  00 

For  pnaeait  to  Indiana 5,000  00 

PbrrtoviMoaa  Aw  Indiana 11,800  00 

Far  wpeirs  sf  boildinga  at  aaeneJea 2,000  00 

Fw  wwiagf  acjgi  of  die  In&an  departiBent 96,500  00 


To  the  Ckrittimn  Jfultant. 

For  piiMiatal  amniity,  stipulated  in  the  acts  of 
May  twenty- sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty •»r,aad  May  tweodelb,  eighteen  hundred 
Md  twenty-six , 


400  00 


To  the  Otsppewamf  Saganaw.  ^ 

Fw  panaaaeat  aanaity,  stipulated  in  the  Ibnrtb 
utide  of  the  treaty  of  durd  of  Aagust,  aaven- 
leea  bondred  and  adnety  Ave 1,000  00 

For  aerBaacnt  ananity,  atipnlated  in  the  eeeond 
of  Mm  treaty  of  aeventaenih  of  Novem- 


Fsr 


006  00 


Per 


annals,  atipniaiBd  in  the  fourth 

of  ibe  treaty  of  tarenty  fourth  of  8ep- 

r,  eigitteen  bnndrtd  and  nineteen 1,006  00 

meat  pfovisiaa  for  tba  snppon  of  Mack- 
and  for  foraiiiiK  uienaila  and  eattla,  and 
■r  ae  cmployaMat  of  peiaoaa  to  aid  them  in 
•friealtnre,  stfpnbrtad  la  the  eighth  aitlela  of 
tbs  treaty  of  the  tarenty-fourtb  of  September, 
^gblsen  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  ttie  tav- 
entb  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourteenth  of  Jan- 

asry.eighcoenbnndrad  and  thirty  seven 9,000  00 

Per  edacation  duitag  the  pleasnre  of  Coagrtsa, 
■tipalsiad  in  foa  sizsb  artlelo  of  the  tivauyof 
the  flOh  of  Angnst.  eighteen  buadrad  and 

1,000  06 


ChippewaSt  Menonvmee*,  Winnehagoes,  tmd 
*Sew  York  Indians, 

For  edncatinn  dnrinc  the  pleasnre  of  <  'onfrees,        ^ 
stipulated  in  the  flfUi  article  of  tlie  treaty  of 
the  eleventh  of  August,  eigbteea  hundred  and 
twenty-seven 1,566  60 

Choctmes. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  sixteenth  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  Ave ^ 9,000  00 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty 600  00 

For  permanent  annuity  for  education,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  five    6,006  00 

For  life  annuity  to  one  Wnyne  warrior,  stipulated 
in  tlie  twenty  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  twen- 
ty seventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty 95  00 

For  permanent  provision  ft>r  blaekRmilh,  stipu- 
lated in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eigh- 
teenth  of  October,  eirhteen  hundred  and  twen> 
ty,  and  the  ninth  article  of  tbe  treaty  of  taren- 
tieth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
five 600  00 

For  iron  and  steel.  Ice  ,  for  shop,  stipulated  in 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  five..       390  00 

For  interest  on  the  amounts  awarded  Choctaw 
claimants  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  of  the  twen- 
ty-seventh of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  from  tbe  first  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty  two  to  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  entitled  ^An  act  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 
vear  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty  two 9,600  00' 

For  supplsing  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made  forremoving  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians ftom  Mississippi,  as  estimated  by  tbe 
Commifsioner  of  Indian  Aflbirs 37,419  00 

Ckiekasaws, 

For  permanent  annuity  stipulated  in  the  act  of 
foe  twenty- fifth  of  February,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety  nine 3,000  00 

For  payment  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians  for 
aaoount  of  defokation  of  Captain  R.  D.  C. 
Collins,  United  States  diabursiag  agent,  to- 
gether with  (nterest  thereon  at  foe  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  from  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  until  paid 94,968  SO 

For  the  payment  to  Hiram  R.  Pitchlya,  in  his 
own  rigtit  and  as  tbe  sole  heir  at- law  and  legal 
representative  of  his  brother,  John  Pitchlyn, 
deceased,  that  being  foe  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tbe  salca  of  two  quarter-sections  of 
land  framed  to  and  located  in  foe  namea  of  foe 
said  Hiram  R.  Pitcbljmand  John  Pitohlyn.  un- 
der and  by  virfoe  of  foe  eighfo  article  or  foe 
treaty  with  foe  Chickasaw  Indians,  made  at 
foe  city  of  Washington  on  foe  twentvfonrtii 
day  of  May,  in  tbe  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
foirty- four,  and  which  quarter-sections  of  land 
were  sold,  and  tbe  proceeds  foereof  Invested 
in  foe  stock  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  pursuant 
to  foe  provtriona  of  foe  article  aforesaid t,8St  36 

Chippewaa  qf  Lake  Superior  and  the  MtS' 

eitsipptt 

^or  sixteenth  of  twenty  installments  in  money, 
stipulated  in  foe  second  article  of  foe  treat  v  of 
foe  twenty  ninfo  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  foirty  seven 9,066  00 

For  sixteenfo  of  twenty  installments  in  goods, 
stipulated  in  foe  second  article  of  foe  treaty  of  ^ 

foe  twen^nlnfo  of  July,  eighteen  htudred 
and  thirty-seven 19,000  00 

For  sixteenfo  of  twenty  installments  for  the  es- 
tablishment  of  force  smifos'  shops,  supporting 
foree  smiths,  and  fomishing  iron  end  steel, 
stipulated  in  foe  second  article  of  foe  treaty  of 
foe  twenty  ninfo  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
foirty-seven 3,000  06 

For  sixteenfo  of  twennr  installments  for  tbe  sup- 
port of  formers,  purchase  of  iinplements,  grain, 
or  seed,  and  to  carry  on  their  agricultural  uur- 
suits,  stinulated  in  the  second  article  of  foe 
treaty  or  the  twenty  ninfo  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  folrty-seven 1,600  00 

For  sixteenfo  of  twenty  installments  for  foe  pur- 
chase of  provisions,  stipulated  In  foe  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  foe  twenty  ninfo  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  seven 9,066  60 

For  sixteenth  of  twenty  installments  for  foe  pur- 
chase of  tobacco,  stipulated  in  foe  second  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty  ninfo  of  July, 
eighteen  hondred  and  thirty-seven 600  00 

For  elevenfo  of  twen^r  five  installments  in 
money,  stipulated  in  the  fourfo  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  fourfo  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two 19,506  60 

For  elevenfo  of  twenty-five  installments  in 
goods,  stipulated  in  foe  fourfo  article  of  foe 
treaty  of  foe  fourfo  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fortv  two 10,500  66 

For  elevenfo  of  twenty  five  installments  for  the 
support  of  two  smifos'  shops,  including  foe  pay 
of  two  smifos,  and  fomisning  iron  and  steel, 
stipulated  in  the  fourfo  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  fourfo  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  two 9,600  00 

For  elevenfo  of  twnnty-flve  installments  for  the 
pay  of  two  fonnera,  stipniated  in  the  fourfo 
article  of  tbe  treaty  of  the  fourfo  of  October, 
•igbteen  btindred  and  forty-two 1,006  66 


For  elevenfo  of  twenty-five  Installments  for  foe 
pay  of  two  carpenters,  stipulated  in  foe  fourfo 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fourfo  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  two 1,900  06 

For  eleventh  of  twenty-  five  installments  for  foe 
support  of  schools,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  fourfo  of-  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two 9,000  00 

For  elevenfo  of  twenty- Ave  installments  for  foe 

fiurphase  of  provisions  and  tobacco,  stipulated 
n  foe  fourfo  article  of  foe  treaty  of  foe  fourfo 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  two..  9,000  66 
Fur  foe  sixth,  eevenfo,  eighth,  ninfo,  and  tenth, 
of  forty -six  installments  to  be  paid  to  foe  Chip- 
pearas  of  Mississippi,  stipulated  in  foe  foird 
article  of  the  treaty  of  foe  second  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven 5,000  06 

Creek$. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourfo 
article  of  the  treaty  of  foe  sevenfo  of  Atigust, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety 1,566  66 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  foe  second 
article  of  foe  treaty  of  tbe  sixteenfo  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  two 3,000  06 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
artidM  of  foe  treaty  of  the  twenty-fourfo  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six. . .  60,000  06 

For  permanent  provision  for  blacksmifo  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  foe  eighfo  article  of  foe 
treaty  of  the  twenty-fourfo  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-six 646  9^ 

For  iron,  steel,  tMS.,  for  shops,  stipulated  in  foe 
eijfoth  article  of  foetraatyof  foe  twenty-fourfo 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenfy-six.       979  06 

For  sixteenfo  ortwenty  installments,  for  tbe  pay 
of  two  blacksmifoe  and  assistants,  stipulated 
in  foe  foirteenfo  article  of  foe  treaty  of  foe 
twenty-fourfo  of  March,  eighteen  hoiulred  and 
foirty-two 1,686  66 

For  iron,  steel,  &c.,  stipulated  in  foe  foirteenfo 
article  of  foe  treaty  of  foe  twenty-fourfo  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  tliir^-two 546  66 

For  permanent  provision  for  foe  pay  of  a  wheel- 
Wright,  stipulated  in  foe  eighfo  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty-fourfo  of  Janaaiy,  ei|^ 
teen  hundred  and  tweaQr-six 600  06 

Fortwenty-eecond  of  thirty-foree  installments  for 
education,  stipulated  in  the  foirtoenfo  [fourfo] 
article  of  foe  treaty  of  foe  fourfo  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty- five 9,000  00 

For  interest  on  foree  hundred  and  fifty  tbcmsand 
dollars  at  five  per  centum,  stipniated  in  foe  , 
foird  article  of  foe  treaty  of  tbe  twenty-third 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  foirty- 
cight 17,500  00 

For  ninfo  of  twenty  installments  for  education, 
stipulated  in  the  fourfo  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  fourth  of  January  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-five 9,000  06 

For  blacksmifo  and  assistant,  during  foe  pleasure 
of  foe  President,  stipulated  in  fifth  article  of  the 
treatv  of  foe  fourteenfo  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  foirtv-foree 840  66 

For  iron,  steel,  and  coal,  during  the  pleasure  of 
foe  President,  stipulated  in  foe  fifth  article  of 
foe  treaty  of  the  fourteenfo  of  February,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  foirty-three 976  66 

For  wagon-maker,  during  foe  pleasure  <^  the 
President,  stipulated  to  foe  fifth  arU^e  of  foe 
treatv  of  foe  fourteenfo  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty- three 600  06 

For  agricultural  implements,  during  foe  pleasure 
of  foe  President,  stipulated  in  foe  eignfo  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  foe  twenty-fourfo  of  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six 9,000  06 

For  education,  during  foe  pleasure  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, stipulated  in  foe  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  foe  fourteenfo  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-foree 1,000  66 

For  liquidated  balance  found  due  tbe  Creek  In- 
dians for  losses  sustained  during  the  last  war 
wifo  Great  Britain,  by  foat  portion  of  foetrfoe 
foat  was  ftlendly  to,  and  co6perated  wifo  foe 
United  States  in  accordance  wifo  foe  promiae 
of  foe  Government 110,417  M 

To  pay  foe  claim  of  David  Taylor,  as  adjusted 
and  found  duo  by  the  Second  Auditor  of  foe 
Treasury  on  foe  elevenfo  of  March,  ei^iteen 
hundred  and  fifty- two^  under  foe  Jatterdausa 
of  foe  foirteenfo  article  of  foe  treaty  wifo  foe 
Cherokee*,  concluded  at  New  Echota,  twenQr- 
ninth  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  foirty- 
five,  and  approved  by  foe  Senate,  to  be  paid 
out  of  foe  balance  of  foe  appropriations  of  July 
second,  eighteen  hundred  and  foirty-six,  undo: 
foe  act  entitled  *<  An  act  making  forther  appro- 
priation for  carrying  into  effisct  certain  Indian 
treaties 94,859  04 

Dtlawarea, 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  foe  fourfo 
article  of  the  treaty  of  foe  third  of  August, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  Ave 1,066  66 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  to  the  third 
artiele  of  the  treaty  of  the  foirtiefo  of  Septem- 
ber, eigtaleea  hundred  and  nine 666  66 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  foe  fifth 
article  of  foe  treaty  of  foe  jhird  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 4,000  06 

For  permanent annoity, stipulated  In  foe  supple- 
mental treaty  of  foe  twenty  fourfo  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  nine 1,000  06 

For  life  annul^  to  chlefW,  stipulated  In  the  pri- 
vate  article  of  supplemental  treaty  of  the  twenty- 
fourfo  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine, -to  foe  treaty  of  foe  fotrd  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 
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For  UHe  annuity  to  chiefs,  stipQlated  in  the  tup- 
plemental  article  to  the  treaty  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  October,  eif^teen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two.. 

For  permanent  provision  fbr  iho  purchojie  of  salt, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  three.. 

For  permanent  provision  for  blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  sixth  ariicle  of  the 
treaty  of  the  third  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen • 

For  iron,  steel,  &.C.,  for  sltop,  stipulated  in  the 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  third  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 

For  interest  on  forty-»ix  thousand  and  eighty  dol- 
lars at  five  per  centum,  being  the  value  of  thirtv- 
six  sections  of  land,  set  apart  by  treaty  of  eigh- 

.  teen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  for  education, 
stipulated  in  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
nineteenth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight 

Florida  fndianSf  or  Seminoks. 

For  tliirtieth  of  thirty  ini^tallmcnts  for  blacksmiths' 
e«tal]^shroents,  stipulated  in»the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty- three,  and  ti\e  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two 

For  ninth  of  fifteen  installments  in  goods,  stipu- 
lated in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
fourth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
five 

For  ninth  of  fifteen  installments  in  money,  stipu- 
lated in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourth 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five. . . 

loitas. 

For  interest  on  one  hundred  and  fifty-scvon  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  at  five  per  centum, 
stipulated  in  tl)e  second  article  of  the  treat v  of 
the  nineteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight 7,875  00 

Kickapooi, 

For  nineteenth  of  nineteen  Installment?!  n^  an- 
nuity, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  eighte^ 
hundred  and  thirty>two 5,000  00 

Kansas. 

For  interest  on  two  hundred  tliousand  dollars,  at  ^ 
five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the  second  article 
of  tlie  treaty  of  the  fourteenth  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-six 10,000  00 

Jtftamu. 

For  permanent  anvnity.  stipalated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  or  the  twetity-tbird  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  six 95,000  00 

For  permanent  provision  for  blacksmith  and  as- 
sistant, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  sixth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen 730  00 

For  iron,  steel,  8ic.,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  sixth  of  October,  eighteen 
Jiundred  and  eighteen 9S0  00 

For  permanent  provision  for  the  purchase  of  one 
thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  two  thousand 
pounds  of  iron,  and  one  thousand  pounds  of 
steel,  ftipulated  In  the  fourth  article  of  tlie 
treaty  of  the  twenty-tltird  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty- six 770  00 

For  permanent  provision  for  pay  of  miller  In  lieu 
of  gunsmitii,  itlpulaled  In  the  flftli  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  sixth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  and  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  twenty-tburth  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four 000  00 

For  permanent  provision  ft»r  the  purch«e  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  salt,  stipalated  in 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  sixth  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 390  00 

For  education  and  support  of  poor  during  the 
pleasure  of  Congress,  stipulated  In  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  or  the  twenty- third  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  six 3,000  00 

For  twel(\)i  of  twenty  installments  in  money,  stip- 
ulated in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twienty-eighth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty 13,500,00 

For  permanent  provision  for  payment  in  lieu  of 
laborers,  stipulated  In  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twentv-eighth  of  November,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty , 350  00 

For  permanent  provision  for  agricultural  assist 
anoe,  stipalated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
ofthe  sixth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen 300  00 

Eel  RiterSf  (Mirnnis,) 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipolated  in  the  fnuitb 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  third  of  August, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  five 500  00 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  In  the  third 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  tlie  twenty  firat  of  Aa- 
gurt,  eighteen  hundred  nnd  five 950  00 

For  permanrnt  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  Sep 
tembcr,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine 350  00 

For  piO^mentofannuities  to  aaid  Miami  nation.  [Indefinite.] 

Jfenomonees. 

For  seventeen  of  twenty  in!>tallments  as  annuity, 
ftipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
nf  the  third  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
andttUrty  six 90,000  00 

For  oeventeenth  of  twenty  installments  for  two 
blacksmiths  and  assistants,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  third  of  Sep 
tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six 1 ,440  00 


For  seventeenth  of  twenty  instaknents.  fl>f  iron, 
steel,  8ce.,  fhr  shops,  stipulated  In  the  second 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  die  third  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six 440  00 

For  seventeenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  provisions,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  third  of  September, 
aighleen  hundred  and  thirty  six 3,000  00 

For  seventeenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco, 
stipulated  in  the  second  article  ofthe  treaty  of 
the  third  of  September,  ei^teen  bondred  tnd 
thirty  six 400  00 

For  seventeenth  of  twenty  installments,  fbr 
farming  utensils  and  catUe,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  third  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 500  00 

For  seventeenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  thirty 
barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  In  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  third  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thiity-six 150  00 

For  expenses  of  their  temporarv  removal  and 
provisions,  from  their  present  locatimi,  to  the 
district  of  country  on  the  Wolf  and  Oconto 
rivers  designated  in  the  report  of  Superintend- 
ent Murray  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Afibirs,  dated  September  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-one 95,000  00 

Omahas, 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasure 
ofthe  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourtii  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  filUionth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty 790  00 

Foairon.  steel,  &c.,  for  shops,  during  the  pleas- 
ure or  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty 930  00 

For  aaricultural  implements,  daring  the  pleasure 
I  of  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  tborth  turticle 
!     of  the  treatv  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen 

hundred  and  thirty 500  00 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  a  certain  party  of 
Omaha  Indians  who  visited  the  city  of  Wash  • 
ington  during  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- two,  the 
same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  ofthe  Sec- 
retary ofthe  Interior 3,000  00 

For  tiie  Omaha  Indians 95,000  00 

OUoes  and  Mtssourias, 

For  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty  first  of  September,  eigh  - 
teen  hundred  and  thirty  three 500  00 

For  pay  of  fkrmer,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  stipulated  In  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty  first  of  September,  eigh-' 
teen  hundred  and  thirty-three 800  00 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasare 
of  the  President,  stipulated  In  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  Jtily,  eigh- 
teenhundred  andthlrtr 790  00 

For  iron,  steel,  kc,  during  the  (rieasure  of  the 
President,  stipalated  in  the  fourth  article*of 
the  treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundredand  thirty. ...« 990  00 

Oltowas. 

For  permanent  annuity  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  thUd  of  Aogost,  sev- 
enteen hundred  and  ninety-five J,000  00 

For  permanent  anniuty,  stipalated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  seven 800  00 

For  permanent  amiitity,  stipulated  in  tha  foarth 
article  of  the  treaty  ofthe  seTvnteenth  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 1,500  00 

For  permanent  annitity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty  ninth  of 
August,  eighteen  htMidred  and  twenty  one....    1,000  00 

OUowoMond  Chippewas, 
For  eighteenth  of  twentv  installments,  stipulated 
in  the  foarth  article  of  the  treaty  or  the  twen- 

2 •eighth  day  of  March,  dgbteon  hundred  and 
irty-six , 30,000  00 

For  interest  to  be  paid  as  annuity  on  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  at  six  percent,  per  an- 
num,  stipalated  in  the  resolution  ofthe  Senate 
of  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  eighteen  ban- 
dfed  and  thirty-six 19,Q00  00 

For  education  for  twenty  years,  and  during  the 
pleasare  of  Congress,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-eighth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. ......    5fi00  00 

For  missions  for  twenty  years,  and  duriiic  the 
pleMore  of  Congress,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty  eighth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six 3,000  CO 

For  vaccine  matter,  medicines,  and  pay  of  phy- 
sicians, so  long  as  the  Indians  remain  on  their 
reservations,  stipulated  In  the  fourtlMurticle  of 
the  treaty  of  ftie  twenty-eighth  of  March,  eigb- 
teen  hundred  and  thirty-six 300  00 

For  eighteenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  provisions,  stiptUated  in  ttie  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-eighth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six 9,000  00 

For  eighteenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  six  thonsand  five  hundred  pounds 
of  tobacco,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty  eightii  of  March,  ei^- 
teen  hundredand  thirty-six........ 800  00 

For  eifhteenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  tho 

{>urcbase  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  salt,  stipu- 
ated  In  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty  eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
tiiirty-six 900  00 


400  00 

9,160  00 

660  00 

600  00 

990  00 
1,000  00 
1,900  00 


90,000  00 
9,000  06 
1,900  00 


'I  For  etghteeatfa  of  twenty  initallmaBis,  for  tba 

^!      purchase  of  five  hundred  flirii  barrels,  stipv- 

laled  in  the  fourtii  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 

twenty  eighth  of  Match,  eighteen  hundred  and 

thirty-six 

For  three  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  fbr  twenty 
years,  and  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  seventh  article  of  tiie  treaty 
of  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  six 

For  iron,  steel,  ac,  for  shops,  for  twenty  years, 
and  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  stipulateo 
in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  pf  the 
twenty  eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six 

For  gunsmith,  at  Mackinac,  for  twenty  years,  and 
during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  stipulated  in 
the  seventh  article  ofthe  treaty  of  Ute  twenty- 
eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six 

For  iron,  steel,  &c.,  for  shop,  for  twenty  years, 
and  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  utipulatea 
in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-«ix 

For  two  farmers  and  assistant,  during  the  pleas- 
ure  ofthe  President,  stipulated  in  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  or  the  twenty-eighth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  tilfrt3^six 

For  two  mMhanics,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  stipulated  in  the  seventh  article  of 
tiie  treaty  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six 

Osages. 

For  fifteenth  of  twetity  installments  as  annuity, 
stipalated  in  the  second  article  ofthe  treaty  of 
the  eleventh  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine 

For  fifteenth  of  twenty  installments  for  two 
smiths'  establishments,  stipulated  in  the  sec- 
ond article  ofthe  treaty  of  the  eleventh  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine 

For  fifteentii  of  fifty  installments  lor  pav  of  two 
millers,  stipniated  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  eleventii  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine 

For  interest  on  sixiy  trine  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  at  five  per  centum,  being 
the  valuation  of  fifiy-fonr  sections  of  land,  set 
apart  by  the  treaty  ofthe  second  of  June,  eigti- 
teen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  for  educational 
purposes,  per  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  thf 
nineteentii  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
titirty-eight 

Piankeshaws. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  tiie  treaty  or  the  third  of  August,  sev- 
enteen hundred  aiid  ninety -five 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treatv  of  the  thirtieth  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  five 

Pavmees, 

For  agricnitural  implements,  during  the  pleasure 
ofthe  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  ninth  of  October,  eighteto 
hundred  and  thirty- throe 

Po(/atoalotnt(s  qf  Huron. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  In  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of  No- 
vember,eigtateen  hundred  and  seven 

PoUawalomies. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipolated  in  the  foarth 
article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  third  of  August,  sev- 
enteen handred  and  ninety-five 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  thUd  nv 
tioleofthe  treaty  ofthe  thirtieth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  second  of  October, 
olghteen  hundred  and  eighteen 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipniated  in  tiie  second 
article  qf  the  treaty  of  the  twentieth  of  Sepcem* 
bar,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight 

For  life  anniuty  to  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  twentieth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty'Cight 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine 

For  twentieth  of  twenty  installments  as  annuity, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  ofthe  treaty  of  the 
twentieth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two 

For  life  annuity  to  chlefli,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  ofthe  twentieth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 

For  twentieth  of  twenty  installments  aaannnity, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  nf  Uia 
twenty-sixth  of  October,  eightaen  handred  and 
tiiirty-two 90,000  00 

Foreighteentii  of  twenty  installments  as  amaity, 
stipulated  in  tiie  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  twenty- sixth  of  September,  eighteen  hon- 
dredand  thirty-three 14,000  60 

For  life  annuity  to  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  twenty-sixth  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty^three....        700  00 

For  eighteenth  of  twenty  installments  as  annuity, 
stipulated  in  the  second  supplemental  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -three 9,000  00 

For  permanent  provision  for  the  purchase  of  salt, 
stipalated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
three 140  00 
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100  00 

16,000  00 

15,000  00 

400  06 
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For  pemsaeat  provMoa  ft»r  Hm  purehate  of  one 
iModfed  and  wixtf  boahels  ofaalt,  tUpolatad  in 
dtt  iMrd  nticle  of  the  treaty  ofthe  •ixteenth  of 
Oeaaber,  eigtasaa  Imndred  aad  twanrr-iiz. . . . 

tatisiaiiou,  duniif  tbe  pleasure  of  CoaffraM, 
aipolaied  is  tbe  ihird  4nlcle  of  tlM  tfbaiyof 
ttcdztecntb  of  October,  eigbte«a  baadred  aad 
WKBtf-wiX 

Fv  penaaacat  fvoTision  for  blackmith  and  as- 
anaat,  sHaalated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
aca^  of  the  aixtee&th  of-  October,  eighteen 
^a^red  aad  tw^rty-aix 

Mvpemaaent  pron«ioa  for  iron,  steel,  &c.,  for 
■hop^stipalaied  in  the  third  artideof  the  treaty 
•r  air  sixteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
aad  nrenty-siz 

Farcdu^Aioa,  dariaf  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
sip^teed  ia  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  iwcs^iedi  of  September,  eighteen  handred 
lad  tvencyoCigfat 

Far  pcrmaneat  provision  for  the  payment  in 
cy,  ia  lieu  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  to- 
ft. WAeen  handred  pounds  of  iron,  and 
hundred  and  My  pounds  of  steel,  stip- 
idaied  ia  the  seeood  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
wiatii  ih  oC September, eighteen  hundred  and 
enaty  ajghLaad  the  tenth  article  af  the  treaty 
<f  fhe  fifth  of  Jane,  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 

^-«« 

For  m  1 1111  >  at  provMon  for  blacksmith  and  as- 
siMat,  stfpaiatad  in  the  second  article  of  the 
aaaiy  of  the  tvreatieth  of  September,  eighteen 
fcaaAedaad  twenty-eight 

Tor  prrmeneat  prorisioa  for  iron,  steel,  &c^  for 
Aop,  tfipolaied  in  the  second  article  or  the 
feeaiy  of  the  twentieth  of  September,  eighteen 
kmked  and  twenty-eight 

fvpcnaaacDt  pcovision  for  Uackemith  and  a»- 
astsM,  stipolaied  In  tiie  second  article  of  the 
«<e«qr  of  it^^  twenty-ninth  of  July ,  eighteen  hun- 
ini  »m4  twenty-nine 

Fv  pomsLMBt  provision  for  iron,  steel.  <ue.,  for 
Aap,  Btipalaaed  in  ti>e  second  article  of  the 
treaiy  of  me  twenty-ninth  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
4Rdaadtwenty-niae....« 

for  poauneat  proriricp  for  the  purchase  of  fifty 
tavris  of  Mlt,  stIpolAted  in  the  second  article 
oTttt  tm<y  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  Joly,  dgh- 
aea  hasdred  and  twenty-nine 

Pw  adaesdoo,  darina  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
aiprislfd  ia  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  • 
the  twntjr- seventh  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
ini  nd  tfarty-two 

P^arisWftat  on  mx  hundred  and  forty- three  thou- 
■ad  d^lus,  at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  in 
tte  sevnith  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fiAh  of 
Jaae,  eq^toeea  handred  and  forty-six 

QjitapatOi, 

of  twenty  installments  as  annuity, 

in'ttM  fowtli  article  of  the  treaty  of 

yteteepth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 

ttirtf-dMe 

fwcteiiaa,d«riBK  tbe  pleasure  of  tbe  Presl- 
dBMN«l>Kd  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
ffj^  MrteeiMb  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 

ttirtpftcre 

fteMaek^ttih  ad  aaristant,  during  the  pleasure 
sf  ihc?Tcntest,gtipulated  in  the  third  article 
vt^t  ucatf  of  the  Mrteenth  of  May,  eighteen 

taainAvHlMnT-difee ! 

Tw  )ita,aBd.lw.,ta  tbopj  during  the  irfeas- 
wt^  %m  fnxdan^  ttipolated  m  the  third 
■tide  of  tbe  ticaif  of  «ie  thirteenth  of  May, 

fljlblenbaadrerfastf  dirty- three 

Fir  pay  otirma,  Aviag  die  pleasure  of  the 
rn^Oimj  B6p9lmi  m  Uie  third  article  of  the 
^wifo^'i^lWrteeBth  of  May,  eighteen  bun 
Aedarfibiftf  three 

Sx  XatiMs  qf  Sew  York. 

PJarffriaiaiai  aaaaity,  stipulated  in  the  sixth 
mrisofttt  treaty  of  the  eleventh  of  Novem  • 
tar,  seveMean  hundred  and  ninety-four 

Senecm  nf  Sew  York, 

for  |ipr»aaiBi  aanoity,  in  Heu  of  interest  on 
tfoek,  per  act  of  the  nineteenth  of  February, 
ei^teea  handred  and  thirty  one 

for  iBMrtst  in  Ked  of  investta«nt  on  seventy- 
iw  dtoaaaad  daUanf ,  at  fiva  per  centum,  per 
■eioftweaty-seventh  of  June,  eightem  niw- 
^ndaadlbi^ax 

8t9€kbridges. 

Pbt  iatwaat  oa  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred 
iotei,  at  five  per  centnm,  stipulated  in  the 
iMl  article  of  the  ueaty  of  the  twenty-  fourth 
cf  Hovuabiu,  c%biaen   hundred  and  forty- 
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Siotur  (^  Mississippi. 

fm  iatcrcat  on  throe  bnodied  thousand  dcrilata, 
at  five  par  cantom,  adpulaied  in  the  aecoad  ar- 
ide  of  tha  imaiy  of  the  twenty- ainth^of  Sep- 
Mahec,  eighteen  hnadred and  thirty  seven.. . 

Far  dxieenth  of  tarenty  Imttf  Iroents  as  annuity 
ia  foods  stipolaied  in  the  second  article  of  the 
Ma^  of  the  twaty- ninth  of  September,  elgh* 
itip  handred  aad  tliirty-seven 

Pwilxieenih  of  twenty  Installmento  for  the  par- 
dnae  of  mediciaes,  agricultural  implements, 
sad  siodE,  aad  for  support  of  fkimers,  abysi- 
dans,  aad  Macksmith,  fltc.,  stipulaied  in  the 
saeaad  artfele  of  thojireaty  of  the  tweaty-ainth 
ef  Septcflriier,  eaghlaea  hundred  aad  thirQr- 


15,000  00 
10,000  00 


Far  sinrenth  of  twenty  Instalhnenu  for  the  pur- 
I  ef  protiiiOM,  at^ttiatad  to  the  aecoad 


8,950  00 


article  ofthe  treaty  of  the  twenty  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  seven. ..    5,500  00 

For  fulfilling  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mis- 
sisrippi,  to  wit :  For  payment  of  the  chiefs  of  , 
tbe  See  see  toan  and  wak  pay  toan  bands  of 
Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  to  enable  them  to 
settle  their  afikirs,  and  to  comply  with  their 
present  just  ongaffements;  for  expenses  of  re- 
moval of  the  said -bands  from  the  lands  ceded, 
and  for  subsistence  of  themoelvea  for  one  year 
thereafter,  per  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  twenty-third  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty  one,  ratified  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  twenty  third  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  two 975,000  00 

For  this  amount,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Prerident,  for  tbe  establishment  of 
manual  labor  schools,  the  erection  of  mills  and 
blacksmith  shops,  opening  farm^,  fencing  and 
breaking  land,  and  for  such  other  beneficial  ob- 
Jectaas  may  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the 
prosperity  and  happlneas  of  said  Indians,  per 
second  clause  of  the  same  article  and  treaty. .  30,000  00 

For  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum,  on 
the  sum  of  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty 
tbou^nd  dollars,  per  same  article  and  treaty.  68,000  00 

For  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum,  on 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  (to  be  added  to  the  trust  fund  provided 
for  in  the  fourth  article,)  being  the  amount 
allowed  in  lieu  of  the  reservation  set  npart  in 
the  third  article,  containing  one  million  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres,  at  ten 
cents  per  acre,  per  Senate's  amendment  to  the 
aforesaid  treaty 5,600  00 

For  payment  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Med  ay-wa- 
kantoan  and  Wah-pay-koo-tah  bands  of  Da- 
kota or  Sioux  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  settle 
their  afibirs  and  comply  with  their  present  Just 
Migagements ;  for  expenses  of  removal  of  said 
Indians  ftt>m  the  lands  ceded,  and  for  subsist- 
ence for  themselws  for  one  year  thereafter,  per 
first  clause  ofthe  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
ftftii  Aufust,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates, 
twenty-third  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two 990,000  00 

For  this  amount,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  for  the  establishment  of 
manual  labor  schools,  the  erection  of  mills  and 
blacksmith  shops,  opening  fiirms,  fencing  and 
breaking  lands,  and  for  such  other  beneficial 
objects  afi  may  be  deemed  most  conducive  to 
tbe  prosperity  and  happiness  of  said  Indians, 
per  second  clause  of  same  article  and  treaty.. .  30,000  00 

For  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum,  on  the 
sum  of  one  million  one  hnndred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollare,  per  same  clause,  article,  and 
tieaty 58,000  00 

For  interest,  at  ftie  rate  of  five  pet  centum,  on  the 
sum  of  sixty-  nine  thousand  dollars,  (to  be  added 
'to  the  trust  fond  provided  for  In  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle,) being  the  amount  allowed  In  lien  ofthe 
reservation  of  lands  set  apart  by  the  third  ar- 
ticle, containing  six  hundred  and  ninety  thou- 
sand acres,  at  ten  cents  per  acre,  per  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  aforesaid  treaty 3,450  00 

Sacs  and  Foxes  of  J\Sissovri, 

For  interest  on  one  hundred  and  fifty'^aeven  thou- 
sand four  hiindred  dollars,  at  five  per  centnm, 
stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  twenty- first  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty- seven 7,870  00 

Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Mississippi. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  third  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  four 1,000  00 

For  twenty- first  of  thirty  installments  as  annuity, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  or 
the  twenty- first  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty  two 90,000  00 

For  twenty  first  of  thirty  installments  for  gun 
smith,  stipulated  In  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty- first  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  two COO  00 

For  twenty  first  of  thirty  installments  for  iron, 
steel,  kc,  for  shop,  stipulated  in  tbe  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-first  of  Sep- 
tember, eiehteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. .....       220  00 

For  twenty- first  of  thirty  installments  for  black- 
smith and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the  fourtti 
article  of  the  treaty  ofthe  twenty-firat  of  Sep- 
tember, eiKhteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 840  00 

For  twenty  first  of  thirtj'  installments  for  iron, 
steel,  Jcc,  for  shop,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty  first  of  Sep 
tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 990  00 

For  twenty- first  of  thirty  installments  for  forty 
barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-first  of  September, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  thirty-two !!00  00 

Fbr  twenty-first  of  thir^  insullments  for  forty  ' 

kege  of  tobacco,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  arti- 
cle ofthe  treaty  ofthe  twenty-first  Septemher, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  thirty- two 

For  interest  on  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  Qf  the  twenty- first  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  seven 10,000 

For  interest  on  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  In  the  second  ar- 
tiele  of  the  treaty  of  the  eleventh  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  two 40,000  06 

Shawnees. 
For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  third  of  August, 
aeveateen  hundred  and  ninety-five .    1,000  00 


800  00 


00 


For  permaneni  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  ofthe  treatyof  the  twenty  nliHh  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen 

For  permanent  provision  for  thepurelmseof  salt, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  seventh  of  Jane,  eighteen  hundred  and 
three 

For  Uacksmiih  and  assismnt,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  ofthe  eighth  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  one. , 

For  Iran,  steel,  &c.,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  artiele  ofthe 
treaty  of  the  eighth  of  August,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one.* 

Seneeas  and  Skownees, 
For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  ft>urth 
article  ofthe  h-eaty  ofthe  seventeenth  of  Sep^ 

tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 

For  blacksmith  and  asaistant,  during  the  pleasure 
of  tlie  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
ofthe  treaty  ofthe  twentieth  (tf  July,  ei^iaen 

hundred  and  thirty  one 

For  Iron,  steel,  &c.,  for  shops,  during  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  President,  stipulated  In  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twentieth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  mid  thirty-one. 

Seneeas. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty- ninth  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  seventeenth  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasure 
ofthe  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
ofthe  treaty  of  the  twenty -eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  one 

Forlron,  steel,  kc,  for  shop,  during  the  pleasure 
ofthe  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourtb  article 
ofthe  treaty  ofthe  twenty  eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  one 

For  pay  of  miller,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
^e  treaty  of  the  twenty  eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  one 

Wyandotts* 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of 
Mareh,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- two 

Foi  permanent  provision  ft>r  blacksmith  and 
assistant,  stipulated  in  tlie  eighth  article  ofthe 
treaty  or  the  seventeenth  of  Mareh,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty  two 

For  permanent  provision  for  iron,  steel,  &c.,  for 
shop,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article  ofthe  treaty 
ofthe  seventcemh  of  March,  eigiiteen  hundred 
and  forty  two 

For  permanent  provision  fbr  education,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  ofthe  treaty  ofthe  seven- 
teenth of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fovty- 
two 

Weas, 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth 
article  ofthe  treaty  of  the  second  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen 

Winnebagoes, 

For  twenty-fourth  of  thirty  installments,  as  an- 

.  uttity,  stipulated  in  tbe  second  article  of  the 
treaty  ofthe  first  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine 

For  twenty-first  of  twenty  seven  installments,  as 
annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty  two 

For  twenty  fourth  of  thirty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  In 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  first  of 
August,  eichtren  hundred  and  twenty  nine. . . 

For  twenty-fourth  of  thirty  installments,  for  the 
purchase  of  tiiree  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco, 
stipniated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  first  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  ....»....'.. 

For  twenty-  first  of  twenty-  seven  installments,  for 
tbe  purchase  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  tlie  treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 

For  twenty-fonrth  of  thirty  inslallmenlS;  for  three 
blacksmiths  aod  assistants,  stipulated  in  the 
third  article  ofthe  treaty  of  the  first  of  Aueust, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- nine. .'.... 

For  payment  of  reasonable  compensation,  trav- 
eling, transportation,  and  subsistence  of  A.  M. 
Mitchell,  and  a  posse  of  citizens  of  Minnesota 
Territory,  summoned  by  him  while  marshal  of 
said  Territory,  and  engaged  in  the  suppression 
of  Indian  disturbances  of  said  Territory,  about 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty 

For  twenty-fourth  of  thirty  installroenu,  for  iron, 
steel,  lie.,  for  shop,  stipniated  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle  of  the  treaty  of  the  first  of  August,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-nine 

For  twenty-fourth  of  thirty  installments,  for  la- 
borers and  oxen,  stipulated  in  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  tlie  first  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine 

For  twenty-firrt  of  twenty-seven  installments,  for 
education,  stipulated  in  the  fourtli  article  of 
the  treaty  of  tbe  fifteentli  of  September,  eigh* 
teen  huiiidred  and  thirty-two 

For  twenty-first  of  twenty-  seven  installmenta,  for 
aU  agdculturiats,  purchase  of  oxen,  plowa,  mod 
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otker  ImpleinentSjSfipalated  in  the  fifth  articio 
of  tbo  treaty  of  the  flft«enlli  of  September;  eigh- 
taeii  Imndred  and  tliirty-two 9,500  00 

For  twenty-flrst  of  twenty- seven  intttallnientii,  for 
pay  of  two  phytticianfl,  itipniated.  in  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighleeo  hundred  and  tblrfy  two 400  00 

For  interest  on  one  miUioa  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  at  five  per  centum,  siipuJated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ilie  nn«l  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  bundriMl  and  tbirty-aeven 55,000  00 

For  interest  on  eighty- five  thousand  dollars,  at 
five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  thineenth  of  qptober,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty  81 X ^ 4fi50  00 

For  payment  to  the  heirs  of  Cyrus  Choice,  the 
balance  due  for  services  rendered  by  him  aa 
acting  Indian  agent  In  New  Mexico,  from  tlio 
ninth  of  December,  elahleen  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  to  the  fonrteenin  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  after  deducting 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  heretofore  paid  to  Cyrus 
Choice 1,137  78 

For  payment  to  Presha  Bed  well,  (formerly  Presha 
Foreman,)  being  the  amount  of  an  award  by  the 
Cherokee  Comngwiioners  in  her  flivor,  which 
was  erroneously  paid  by  a  former  Cherokee 
agent  to  some  one  who  personated  the  proper 
clahnant ••••       *M  00 

For  payment  to  Hor«»fly,  being  the  amount  of  an 
award  by  the  first  board  of  Cherokee  Commis- 
sioners, less  the  amount  of  six  dollars  allowed 
as  a  fee  to  the  attorney,  fur  an  improvement  be- 
longing toTianey,  (the  deceased  wife  of  Horse- 
fly,) improperly  valued  and  paid  for  to  Tawney, 
o(  the  same  town  in  the  country  east' 54  00 

For  pay  ment  to  Se-ka- wee,  a  C'herokec,  only  heir 
of  Woolec-ti-eh,  deceased,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  I  urkeytown  Valley,  Alabama,  which 
was  improperly  valued  and  paid  for  to  Rachel 
Bright,  a  white  woman,  the  said  Woo-tee-ti-eh, 
deceased,  being  die  righful  owner 168  50 

For  compensation  to  three  special  agenu  and  fbur 
interpreters  for  the  Indian  tribes  of  Texas,  and  „  ^^  ^ 
for  the  purchase  of  presents 15,000  00 

For  preetnts  to  the  Cumanches,  Kiaways,  and 
other  Indiana  on  the  Arkansas  river,  and  to    ^  _^  ^ 
enable  the  President  to  treat  with  said  Indians  S0,000  00 

For  defraying  expenses  incident  to  the  visit  of 
the  Pueblo  Indians  and  their  attendants  from 
New  Mexico  to  Washington,  and  to  defray 
their  expensos  to  their  homes 7,500  00 

For  leneral  oMecu  incident  to  Indian  senriee  in 

!<Ar  Mexico 90,000  00 

For  expenses  of  running  and  marking  the  east- 
era  boundary  Una  of  Uie  Creek  country  wostof  _  _^  ^ 
Arkanaas -.     7,990  00 

For  payment  to  James  M.  Man»h,  to  cover  the 
lose  of  his  property  destr«>yed  by  a  band  of 
Bioux  Indians,  in  the  month  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  while  extending  "  the 
aecood  connecUon  line"  of  the  public  surveys 
in  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  the  Missouri  river, 
under  contract  with  C.  H.  Booth,  aarreyor 
general  of  the  United  States 1)900  00 

For  expenses  of  the  California  Snperintendency, 

to  wit: 

For  salary  of  Superintendent 4,000  00 

For  salary  of  clerk  to  Superintendent 9,500  00 

For  office  rent,  stationery,  ftiel,  and  lights,  and 

postage  on  oflicial  letters 3,500  00 

For  interpreters 3,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  peace  with  those  Indians 
who  have  been  dispossessed  of  their  lands  in 
California,  until  permanent  arrangements  be       ^^^  ^ 

made  for  their  future  settlement 100,000  00 

Furniture  for  Superintendent's  ofltce 600  00 

Fhigs  for  distribution  among  the  tribes 500  00 

For  expenses  of  compiling  maps,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflUrs. 
for  the  use  oC  (he  committees  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives, and  Indian  Bureau, 
ahowing  the  present  boundaries  of  the  Indian 
territory,  and  the  location  of  the  various  In- 
dian tribes  within  the  United  States 500  00 

f9,01 1,489  85 

B^tki  t^  making  appropriations  ftr  the  improvement 
iff  e^tam  karbort  and  riven. 

For  the  contlnnatlon  of  the  Delaware  break- 
watef $30,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  a  harbor  on  the  east  side 
of  Reedy  Island.  Port  Penn,  Delaware 5i  ,090  00 

For  the  repairs  or  the  works  at  the  harbor  of 
Chester,  on  the  Delaware  river 5,000  00 

For  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Savannah 
river,  at  a  place  called  The  Wrecks,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  said  river. .  40,000  00 

For  coutinuint  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Hudson  river,  above  and  lielow  Al- 
bany, and  not  above  Troy 50,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navication  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  below  the  rapids 90,000  00 

For  the  Ohio,  incladini  the  repaira  of  die  dam 
at  Cumberiand  Ishind. 90,000  00 

For  the  Missouri  and  the  Arkansas  rivers,  each 
forty  thousand  dollars 80,000  00 

For  the  construction  and  repair  of  snag  boats, 
dredge-boats,  discharging  scows,  and  machin- 
ery to  be  Ui«d  on  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  and  other  western  rivers. . . .  150,000  00 

Tor  the  improvement  of  James  and  Appomattox 
rivers,  below  the  cities  of  Richmond  and  Pe- 

46,000  00 


For  the  inipniveroent  of  the  Rock  River  rapids, 
and  the  Des  Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mistilssippi 
river,  at  the  lower  chain  and  the  Entlieh  chain  100,000  00 
For  opening  a  ship  channel  of  suflicient  capa- 
city to  accommodate  the  wants  of  commerce, 
throufh  the  most  convenient  pass  leading  from 
the  Mississippi  river  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico..  75,000  00 

For  removing  tlie  raft  of  Red  river 100,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 

Colorado  river,  Texas 90,000  00 

For  the  survey  of  the  Trinity  river,  Texas,  in- 

cludincthe  bar  at  the  mouth 3,000  00 

For  a  breakwater  at  Richmond  Island  harbor, 
and  repairing  the  breakwater  in  Poriland  har- 
bor, Maine 10,000  00 

For  removing  the  rocks  obstructing  the  naviga- 
tion near  Fall's  Island,  Cobscook  bay,  Maine.    5,<KX)  00 
For  a  survey  in  reference  to  the  construction  of 
a  breakwater  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Island 

of  Mariinicus,  Maine 1,000  00 

For  the  protection  of  Great  Brewster  Island,  In 

the  harbor  of  Boston 30,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  Cape  Cod  harbor,  at  and 

near  Provincetown,  Massachusetts. 5,000  00 

For  repairing  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis  harbor, 

Massachusetts 5,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  Great  Woods  Hole  har- 
bor     9,500  00 

For  a  survey  in  reference  to  the  conftruction  of  a 
breakwater  at  East  Dennis,  Barnstable  Bay, 

Massachusetts 1,500  00 

For  repairing  the  injuries  done  to  the  Govern- 
ment works  on  Plymouth  beach,  in  the  great 

storm  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftyrone 5,000  00 

For  a  survey  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Scituate,  in  connection  with  the 

North  river,  Massachusetts l/)00  00 

For  the  removal  of  Middle  Rock,  designated  on 
the  chari  as  Rocky  buoy,  in  the  harbor  of  New 

Haven,  Connecticut 8,000  00 

For  removing  a  rock  near  the  mouth  of  the  Se- 
konk  river,  harbor  of  Providence,  Rhode  Isl- 
and     5,00000 

For  the  further  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

New  York,  by  removing  the  rocks  at  Hell 

Gale  and  Diamond  Reef,  in  the  East  river.. . .  90,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Jefferson, 

New  York^  with  referance  to  the  improvement 

thereof. 1,900  00 

For  the  removal  of  the  bar  at  the  Junction  of  the 
Passaic  and  Hackensack  riven,  in  Newark 

bay,  New  Jersey 10,000  00, 

For  the  survey  of  Cranbury  Inlet,  Barnegat  bay. 

New  Jersey,  in  reference  to  iu  improvement. .    1,000  00 
For  the  imiMrovement  of  the  Patapsco  river,  (h>m 

Fort  McHenry  to  the  mouth  of  said  river 90,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  a  steam-dredge,  equip 
ment  and  discharging-scows  for  the  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay  and  tlie  Atlantic  coast. . .  90,000  00 
For  removing  obstructiohs  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Susquehanna  river,  near  Havre  de  Grace, 

Maryland -. .'  10,000  00 

For  reopening  a  communication  between  Albe- 
marie  sound.  North  Carolina,  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  by  the  construction  of  a  breakwater 

across  Croatan  sound 50,000  00 

For  complcfing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 

of  Washington,  North  Carolina 5,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Charteston, 

South  Carolina «...  50,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Mobile, 
Alabama,  at  Dog  River  Bar  and  the  Choctaw 

Pm« 50,000  00 

For  a  survey  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions  to   the  navigation  of  Bayou   La 

Fourche,  Louisiana 9,500  00 

For  the  construction  of  a  harbor  on  Lake  Pon- 

cbnrtreln,  near  the  city  of  New  Orieans 95,000  00 

For  continuing  the  surveys  of  the  northern  and 

northwestern  lakes.  Including  Lake  Superior.  95,000  00 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Manitoo- 

wac,  Wisconsin 8,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Sheboygan, 

Wisconsin 10,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

Racine.  Wisoonsio 10,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

Milwauklc,  Wiscnns^n „ 15,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

Kenosha,  (formerly  Southport,;  Wisconsin  ..  10,000  00 
For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

Chicar>)  Illinois 90,000  00 

For  continiilnv  the  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  oif 
Michigan  City.  Indiana,  or  the  laying  down  of 
a  floating  breakwater  and  safety  anchorage,  as 

the  Secretary  of  War  may  determine 90,000  00 

For  the  inprovement  of  the  harbor  of  New  Buf- 
falo, Michigan 8,000  00 

For  contlnuinc  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 

St.  Joseph,  Michigan 10,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  Black  Lake  harbor, 

Michigan 8,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth 

of  Grand  river,  Michigan 9,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth 

of  Clinton  river,  Michigan 5,000  00 

For  ihO  Improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Saint 

Clair  flats,  connecting  the  upper  and  lower  lakes  90,000  00 
For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  River 

Raisin  harbor,  Michigan 14,000  00 

For  constructing  a  steam-dredge,  equipment  and 

discharging  scows  for  Lake  Michigan ,  90,000  00 

For  preserving  the  harbor  of  Sandusky  City,  and 

improving  the  same 15,000  00 

For'continuint  the  improvement  of  the  harimr  at 

the  mouth  of  Black  river,  on  Lake  Erie,  Ohio     5,000  00 
For  continuinv  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio 30,000  00  | 


For  the  ftutlier  impro«*ement  of  the  harhor  of 
Fairport,  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  river,  Ohio. . .  10,000  00 

For  continuinff  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Ashubula,  Ohio 10,000  00 

For  continuing  I  to  Improvement  of  Uie  harbor  of 

"  Erie,  Pennsylvania ,  30,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Dunkirk,  New  York 30,000  00 

For  repairing  the  sea  wall  at  the  harbor  of  Buflalo, 
New  York 14,000  00 

For  constructing  a  steam-dredge,  equipment  and 
discharging  scows  for  Lake  Erie 90,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Oak  Orchard  creek,  Lake  Ontario,  New  York  10«500  00 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river.  Lake 
Ontario,  New  York 90,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Harbor  of  Sodusbay, 
Lake  Ontario,  Cayuga  county.  New  York ....   10,000  00 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Oswego,  Lake  Ontario,  New  York 40,000  00 

For  constructing  a  steam-  dredge,  equipment,  and 
discharging-scows  for  Lake  Ontario 90,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  Vir- 
ginia      9,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  Taunion  river  and  New  Bedford 
harbor,  Massachusetts 3,000  00 

For  improving  the  Kennebec  river,  ftoni  the 
United  Stales  arsenal  wharf,  in  Angoeta, 
Maine,  to  Lovejoy's  Narrows 8,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  San  Antonio  river,  Texas 1,500  00 

For  surveys  of  the  harbors  at  Sabine,  Galveston, 
Paso  Cavallo,  Velasco,  Braxos  de  Santiago, 
and  Corpus  ChristI,  and  the  riven  Sabine, 
Brazos,  and  Trinity.  Texas 5/N)0  00 

For  repairing  the  public  works  at  Little  Egg  har- 
bor. New  Jersey 8^W 

For  a  survey  of  East  Pascagoula  river,  Misais- 
alppi 5,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  Providence  harbor,  Rhode  Island.    1 ,500  00 

For  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river '. 5,000  00 

For  the  repair  of  the  aea-wall  at  MarUebend, 
Massachusetts 500  00 

For  the  repair  of  the  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina 3,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  Shrewsbury  river.  New  Jersey,    1,500  00 

For  repairing  the  piers  at  Kennebunk.  Maine. ..    7,500  OU 

For  a  breakwater  at  Owlsbead  harbor,  or  at 
Rockland  harbor,  in  Maine,  as  the  Department 
of  War  shall  decide 15,000  00 

For  the  Airther  removal  of  obetructioiu  and  ttie 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Dubuque,  Iowa.  15,000  00 

For  repairing  the  piera  in  Great  Sodus  bay,  New 
York 10,000  09 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river  at  and  below 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina 90,000  01 

For  repairing  the  piera  at  Huron  river  harbor, 
Ohio 10/)00  0l 

For  continuing  and  repairing  the  breakwater  at 
Burlington,  Vermont 10,000  00 

For  repairing  the  piera  at  Conneaot,  Ohio 10,000  00 

For  repairing  the  piera  and  for  improving  the  har- 
bor at  New  Castle,  Delaware 15,000  00 

For  the  ftulber  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
BddgeptM,  Connecticut 10,000  00 

For  improvement  of  the  river  Saint  John,  Ftorida  10,000  01 

For  the  completion  of  the  old  line  of  survey,  or 
new  line,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  for  a 
ship-canal  across  the  peninsula  of  Florin....  90,000  00 

For  a  survey  of  the  aand-bnn  in  Newark  bay, 
NewJeraey 9,000  00 

For  building  a  levee  across  the  mouth  of  the 
river  San  Diego,  in  the  State  of  California,  to 
turn  it  into  its  former  channel,  loin  False  Bay.  30/100  00 

For  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Ogdensburg,  New 
Yoilc,  with  reference  to  its  Improvement 3,000  00 

Forconsuructingasteam  dredge,  equipment  and 
dischariing  scows,  for  Lake  Champlain,  and 
Improving  the  navigation  thereof. S)0,OOI  00 

For  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Indian  River, 
and  Mosquito  lagoon,  at  the  Haulover.  Florida.    5,000  00 

For  the  repaira,  pravrvation,  and  eontingeneieo 
of  the  harbor- works  on  the  Atlantic  coast. . . .  10,000  00 

For  repaira  and  eontingenciea  of  harbora  and 
rivera,  and  to  meet  charges  for  transportation 
of  ofllcera  and  for  Aiel  and  quarters,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  is  no  longer  made  by  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  and  for  extra  Allow- 
ance to  meet  extra  expenses  under  the  special 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 10,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  river.  In  conformity  with  the  esti- 
mates of  the  War  Department  of  the  thir- 
teenth July,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two...  58,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Illinois  river 30,000  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  and  brf«k- 
water  at  Waukegan,  Illinois 15,000  00 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to  be  exam- 
ined and  surveyed  the  rivera  Savannah,  from 
the  city  of  Savannah  as  high  up  aa  the  city  of 
Augusta,  the  Ocmulgee  up  to  Macon,  and  the 
Flint  up  to  Albany,  and  the  Cbattahooehee  up 
to  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. , 10,000  00 

For  filling  in  behind  the  United  States  sea  wall, 
in  the  harbor  of  8c  Augustine,  Florida,  with 
earth 3,000  00 

$9.194,990  00 

Bjftke  act  making  appropiiatiom  for  Uu  transport- 
Hon  ^the  United  StaUt  mail  by  ocean  steamerM  and 
othertoiee^  during  the  fiscal  fiear  ending  the  thirtieth 
efJwUt  one  thmaand  eight  hundred  tmd  fififf-tkres* 

For  transportation  of  the  mails  fhnn  New  York 
to  Liverpool  and  back 858,000  00 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


LXXV 


rw  UMBipffrfflott  of  the  mails  from  New  York 
M  Kew  OHcwBS,  Ctiftrle«ion.  8«vannab,  Ba- 
vam,  aad  Chacre^  and  back'..< 990,000  00 

for  traiwfortabOH  of  die  mail?  fVonf  Panama  ta 
Calttwaia  and  Onifon,  and  back 346,350  00 

WmtfmoMpnrwHtm  <»rih«  mails  in  two  Meami>hipt, 
tnm  New  T«irk,b]r  Souitiampton,  to  Bremen, 
■ad  teek,  at  one  haodred  tk«Hisand  dollare  for 
•aA  aklp,  and  in  two  ateamthips  Oom  New 
Tork,  kK  Cowes,  to  Havre,  and  back,  at  mv- 
«B^-llTe  tboaaand  doltan  for  eacia  tkip.  under 
IIm  coBtract  with  the  Ocnan  Steam  Navigation 
Cfloipany  of  New  York,  tn  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  former  appropriationa 9M,000  00 

For  tramponation  of  the  mails  between  Charles- 
mm  aad  Havana,  under  the  contract  with  M.  C. 
Nordccai «...  50,000  00 

For  uiiMixatation  of  tke  mails  acfosa  the  Isthmus 

100/100  00 

f1,MO,9SOd0 


f 


Bgiikemei  makmg  appfpiioHonsfor  the  civil  mnd  dip" 
fawM^if  MxptTKMt  ^tht  Covtrnmenifor  the  yuar  end- 
jag  tkt  thirtieth  ^June,  e^^hteen  hunind  mndfifi^ 
llrte^  mmdjbr  other  purpotet. 

LegisUtive. 

For  iiapianitioa  and  mileafe  of  Senators 110^776  00 

Fm  campeosatina  and  mi  leafe  of  Members  of  the 
Bonae  of  Repreaentatlves  and  Delegates  from 

of  Senators,  Members  of  the 

'of  Ecpreaentatives  and  Delegates 50,000  00 

Tm  I  iwpi  marlnn  nfihr  nfflrrrs nnil  rlr  ils nniiiih 

Bosses  of  Congress 49,557  50 

War  ibe  eonliafent  expanses  of  the  Senate,  vix : 

r^biaAnf ISfiOO  00 

Fwprfaiing 35,000  00 

P«rfab<«rapMi« 13,500  00 

19,000  00 

5,000  00 

...., 9,500  00 

r^Cn^ruMioMl  Globe 6,000  00 

F<M  wpacMag  pfoceedings,  fcc 99/)00  00 

Fsr  msasangets,  pagea,  laborers,  poUce,  horses, 

aadeawy-alla 90/100  00 

Par  atecllaaeow  items 19,000  00 

I  of  the  Botise  of  Rep- 


repnlrs. 


4,500  00 


vis: 

FW^tatfagaMl  binding 195,000  00 

fm  iitniai  tbe  aecowats  of  Thomas  Riurhie,  as- 

lifBes  of  WUiiam  M.  Belt,  for  the  prinilofr  of 

AeTWrtsr-tlnt  Congress,  one  half  of  the  prices 

ovea  bf  tb9  Joint  reaotutfon  of  eighteen  hnn- 

2i^  and  ttinetaeo,  be  allowed,  not  exceeding 

tba  wmmmtB  <bat  woold  be  paid  under  the  re- 

iHidii  eoMnrtSyif  nettled  bj  the  prices  named 

B  ibc  art  passed  at  the  present  session  in  regard 

lite  paMir  prfntiM,  estimating  the  paper  at 

teaanreasiilMreof. 60,000  00 

Fv  pM^  tbe  oWtaarjr  notkea  of  the  decease 
tf  rieaient  Taylor,  said  contractor  shall  be 
1  cost,  with  a  proAt  of  twenty  per 

[fndefhiile.] 

,....     3,500  00 

18,000  00 

T«i  wlan  eCVbnriaa,  reading  clerk  of  the  House 
sT  lipanaiafuLs,  derk  to  the  Committee  on 

Qaiaa,aNMCsfB«,  pa^es,  and  lidiorers 36,000  00 

FarbeneiMdMAciniageo 9,550  00 

F»lbri,sa,aideaB*c 9,400  00 

Fwiia iiiiUM...^ 5,000  00 

Fvea^H^tBi  KAcmpbing 95,000  00 

^CuitolpoHce 3^00 

repairs,  and  other  miscellaneous 

30,000  00 

Likrttnf  <{f  Congreu, 
For  caapcMatfea  of  ttbrarfaa,  two  assislaiit  Ubrft- 

riaaa,  aad  mssscnser 

Tsdsftay  l^cigbi  and  other  expenses  incurred  nn- 
dw  At  act  to  rcgolMe  the  exchange  of  certain 
deruawacii  and  other  publications,  approved 
Jans  tweniy-eixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty^ 

1,000  00 

of  books  for  said  library,  and  for 
It  expenj>es  thereof,  and  for  pnrchase 

affnrminre  for  the  same 75,000  00 

;  the  preparation  and  publication  of 

1  of  tbe  exploring  Expedition,  inclnd- 

expenses  of  the  creenhouse,  and  for  the 

of  arrears  due  on  the  erection  of 

boase 95,000  00 

Far  pBielnM  of  law  books  for  said  library 9,000  00 

Far  tbe  pablicalion  of  the  Jefferson  Papacs,  under 
dw  dWeetion  of  the  Library  Committee,  in  ad- 
Moo  lo  the  balance  of  an  unexpended  appro- 
prison 3,000  00 

Executive,  , 

Far  coa»enaalioa  of  the  President  of  tbe  United 

8MMs!7 95,000  00 

DepmrHnent  0f  dtaU. 

Fsrcaaspenaatioo  of  the  Secretary  of  ^tate,  aiKl 
dM  derks,  aieasenger,  and  assistknt  messenger 
fabisoSett 33,700  00 

Fsr  incidental  and  rondntent  expenses  of  said 
Department: 

Fw  pabUcbing  d»e  hiws  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in 
tbe  nawmapers  of  the  Slates  and  Territories, 
MdlnthecityofWlphiagton 99,395  00 

Far  proo^rcadjog,  packimt,  and  distributing  laws 
and*  ^amenta,  includiag  cases,  tabor,  and 
transportation lO/WO  00 

Far  Ae  panrbase  of  i^ocb  work*  as  are  immedi- 
ately rMaired  for  tha  library  of  the  Departmanl 
•fMMt 9,00000 


For  remodeling  the  library  of  the  Deparimnnt  of 
State,  arranging  and  classifying  the  collection, 
binding  the  pamplilrts  which  are  coiitnined 
therein,  and  preparing  a  caulogue  of  the 
same J, 000  00 

For  stationery,  blank-books,  binding,  inbor,  and 
attendance,  ftirpiture,  fixtures,  repairs,  paint- 
ing, and  glazing 4,400  00 

For  printing  (Intter  press  and  copper-plate) 
booksand  maps 9,000  00 

For  newspapers 5tOO  00 

For  miscellaneous  items • 1,000  00 

^'Mhtast  ExectUive  BvUding, 

For  ciimpensatirtn  of  the  Superintendent  and 
four  watchmen  of  the  Nortlieast  Executive 

Building 9,950  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz: 

For  fuel,  labor,  oil,  and  repairs. 3,300  00 

TVeottcry  Department, 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury and  Awistant  8ecretar>'  of  the  Treasnry, 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  ofBce *  33,750  00 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Comptroller,  and 
the  clerks  and  roessencer  in  his  office 99,150  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Second  Comptroller, 
and  the  clerks  and  messencer  in  his  office. . . .  94^660  00 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  meapenger  in 
his  office 93,060  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Second  Auditor,  and 
the  clerkn.  messenger,  and  aasistant  messenger 
in  his  office 34,800  06 

For  compensation  of  the  Third  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks,  messengera,  and  assistant  messengers 
in  his  office 59,150  00 

For  compensation  to  temporary  clerks  emplojred 
in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  in  making 
out  certificates  of  service  fVom  the  muster-  rolls 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and  tha  aev- 
eral  Indian  wars 35,000  00 

For  compensation  of  tbe  Fourth  Auditor,  ar»d  the 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger  In 
hia  office 90,400  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Fiftti  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks  and  messencer  in  his  office 1S/R)6  66 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  tbe  clerks  and  measenger  in  hia 
office. 13,750  06 

Foreompensation  of  tbe  Begisterof  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  clerks,  measenger,  and  assistant 
measenger  in  his  office 30,600  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office.  13,650  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Comnnssioner  of  Cus- 
toms, and  the  cleito  and  mesaenger  in  hia 
office. 16/KOOO 

Fw  the  temporary  employment  of  additional 
clerks  in  the  Auditor's  Office  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  compute 
postmasters'  commissions,  rendered  necessary 
by  the  act  of  Congreas  reducing  the  rates  of 
postage 9,000  00 

ContkigtfU  Expentet  qf  the  Treeuury  Dc 
partmeiU. 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

For  labOT,  blank  books,  stationery,  sealing  ships' 
reglalers,  translating  foreign  languages,  print- 
ing, advertising,  printing  the  public  accounts, 
and  extra  clerk  hire  for  preparing  and  collect- 
ing information  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  naid 
clerks  to  be  employed  only  during  the  session 
of  Congress  or  when  indispensably  necessarv 
to  emble  the  Department  to  answer  some  call 
made  by  either  House  of  Congress  at  one  sea* 
sion.tobe  answered  at  another 10,590  00 

For  miscellaneous  items 9,800  00 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller  i 

Forfumiture 100  00 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  printing, 
andlabor 9,034  00 

For  miscellaneous  items 195  00 

In  die  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller : 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  and  priot- 
inc  blanks,  including  pay  for  the  National  In- 
telligencer and  Union,  to  be  filed,  bound,  and 
preservedfor  the  use  of  the  office 700  00 

For  labor,  office  furn^re,  an^  miscelianeoua 

items r 600  00 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  printing 
blanks, andlabor...., l^KIO  60 

For  miscellaneous  items,  including  subscription 
for  the  Union  and  Nstional  Intelligencer,  to  be    . 

filed  for  the  use  of  the  office 360  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor : 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  labor.  Air- 
ntlure,  blanks,  newspapers,  and  miscellaneous 

items 1,500  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor : 

For  blank  books,  binding,  smiionery,  office  ftnr- 
niture,  including  carpeting,  labor,  and  miseel- 
laaeousttems 9,600  00 

For  expenses  of  arranging  document  rootns  and 
presOTving  files  and  papers 1,000  00 

For  anntingencies  incident  to  the  bounty  land 

service 1,400  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor : 

For  books  and  binding 600  00 

Forprinting 50  00 

Forlabor 100  00 

For  misceilnnooos  items....  ■ ,.        900  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor : 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  suttonery 9M  00 

Forlabor 175  00 

For  miicaUaneoin  Itaou. , SIM  00 


In  the  office  of  theTreasnrer: 
For  blank  bnoks,  binding,  labor,  stationery,  and 

nrindng , 1,000  00 

For  miscellaneous  items « 500  00 

In  tbe  office  of  the  Register : 

For  blank-  books,  bindinx,  and  stationery 51,500  60 

For  blank  certiOcates  of  the  registers  of  vessels, 

blank  enrollments,  and  licenses 500  00 

For  arranfing  and  bindinx  canceled  marine«pa- 

pers  returned  by  the  collectors 1,000  66 

For  copper  plate  printed  certificates  of  registers 

of  vesselsand  crew  list 4,000  00 

For  labor  nnd  other  mitcellnpeous  items 1,000  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Solicitor : 
For  Uank-books,  binding,  stationery,  printing 

eirculars  and  blank  forms  of  reports  of  district 

attorneys,  cleilcs  of  courts,  and  marshals,  and 

forlabor 1,050  06 

For  statutes  and  reports,  including  those  of  the 

several  States 1,000  00 

For  miscellaneous  items 900  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs : 
For  blank-books,  binding,  stationery  printing, 

andlabor 1,70*  00 

For  miscellaneous  items 300  00 

SmUheatt  Executive  BuUding, 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent  and  eicht 
watchmen  of  the  Southeast  Executive  Building    4,500  06 

For  contingent  expenaea  of  said  buikMng,  vix : 

Forlabor,  fuel, and  lidas 14,566  06 

For  rent  of  additional  buildings  fortheaceommo* 

dation  of  officers  of  the  Treasury  Dcywrtment.    3/MIO  66 
For  ftiel,  watching,  and  miscellaneous  items  for 

the  aaraa 4/160  66 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, and  the  clerks,  messengers,  and  laborers 
inhisoffice 94,760  06 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  recorder, 
draughtsman,  assistant  draughtsman,  clerks, 
messengers,  assistant  meaaengers,  an^  paekecs 
inhisoffice 96,806  66 

For  compensation  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Aflhirs,  and  the  clerks,  meseeagar,  and  aasist- 
ant messenger  in  his  office < 96/106  66 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, and  the  darks  and  meeaengers  In  Ma 
office 18,600  06 

For  compensation  to  temporary  clerks  employad 
ta  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  166,000  66 

Contingent  Expenses  </  the  Department  qf 
the  Interior. 

Tn  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  t 
For  stationery,  printing,  binding  ftimiture,  and 
repairs,  subscription  to  newspapers,  introdu- 
cing gas  into  the  Patent  Office,  fuel,  and  other 

contingencies , . . 

For  library  books  and  maps 

In  the  General  Land  Office : 

Foreompensation  of  laborers 

For  cairii  system  and  militanr  patents  under  laws 
prior  to  act  of  tweoty-eigbth  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty,  patent  and  other  rec- 
ords, tract-books,  blank-books,  and  blank 
forms,  for  the  district  land  offices,  binding  plats, 
field-notes,  and  stationery^  office  f\imiture,  ana 
repairs  of  the  same,  incfuding  carpets  for  rooms, 
and  miscellaneous  items 

To  meet  fUriher  requirements  of  the  act'*  granting 
bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  In  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  twenhr-eUhth  of 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  filty,  for  patr 
ent  and  other  records,  parchment,  blank  wnat 

of  returns,  kc 

in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Afikirs: 

For  blank-  books,  binding,  and  stadoneiy 

For  labor 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Penslona : 

For  stationerv,  printing  blank  forma  nnd  regula- 
tions, fhmittire,  binding  books,  and  mlaeena- 
neouaiteois 


7,000  06 
l/WOOO 

9/)00  66 


93,710  66 


98/166  66 


1,606  06 
909  06 
800  06 


War  Department, 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretarv  of  War,  and 
the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messen- 
ger in  bis  office • 

For  compensation  of  the  derk  and  messenger  In 
the  office  of  the  Commanding  General 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  Ih 
the  office  of  the  Adjumnt  General 

For  cnntpensaiinn  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  ta 
tbe  office  of  the  Quartermaster  General 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  ta 
the  office  of  Clothhig  and  Equipage  in  Phila- 
delphia  ,,,: 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  gnd  messenger 
in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Sub- 
sistence   

For  compensation  of  one  additional  cleik  f  n  the 
office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsist- 
ence..  

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer 

for  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  tlie  office  of  the  Surgeon  General 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  meMsenger 
in  the  office  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messeRger 
ta  1h«  Bureau  of  Topographical  Buginaan.. .. 


16,006  66 

17,686  66 

1,566  66 

10,456  66 

19,306  66 

4,046  66 
9,900  66 

6,306  66 

1,000  66 
5,600  66 
3,650  06 
8,656  00 
4,660  06 


\' 


LXXVI 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


81,875  tK) 


3,350  00 


00 
00 


00 


6,930  00 

SotUkwest  Executive  Bmlding, 

FaroMDpenMtiQnortbeauperijitendeDt  and  three 
watchmen  ot  the  Soaihwest  Executive  Build- 

Inf............. 1750  00 

For  an  additional  watehman  of  the  Southwest 

i^xeemive  Building 500  00 

For  contingent  expeof  ee  of  said  building,  viz : 

For  labor 335  00 

ForHieland  lights 1  aV)  00 

For  mi sceUaneoos  Items l'l50  00 

Post  Office  Depmiment, 
For  conpennition  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
three  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  and  the 
clerks,  messenger,  assistant  messengers,  and 

watobmenofsnid  Department .101.900  00 

For  compensation  of  one  additional  clerk  in  the 

olHcc  of  the  Postmaster  General 1  OOO  00 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent  of  the      ' 
Po9t  OlAce  Building 250  qo 

C(mtingent  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

For  blank-books, binding,  stationery, fuel,  tor  the 
General  Post  Office  Building,  oil,  gas,  and  can- 
dles, printing,  labor,  day  watchmen,  and  tor 
mtefltanaoiM  txpoaet ,..  13,50000 


ConHngent  Expenses  qf  the   War  Depmi- 
ment, 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 
For  blank'books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  and 

-printing. 1,450  00 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans v....    i,000  00 

For  extra  clerks 1  mjo  00 

For  miscellaoeous  items 560  00 

In  Uie  office  of  the  Commanding  0<'neTal : 

For  miscellaneous  items 900  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General : 
For  printing  Army  Register,  general  orders,  cir- 
culars, &e 700  00 

For  blank-books,  binding,  and  stationery^ 500  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,  including  office  fumi- 

itire...... 300  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  in- 
dudinc  the  office  at  Philadelphia : 

For  blank-books,  binding,  and  stationery 700  00 

Forl^r. 150  00 

For  printing SOO  00 

For  office  rent  at  Philadelphia 500  00 

Tor  miscellaneoua  items 400  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence : 
For  blank-books,  binding,  printing,  stationery, 

advertising,  and  labor 3  OOO  00 

For  miscellaneons  items 150  oo 

In  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer : 
For  blank-books,  binding,  sutionery,  and  print- 

_«* 000  00  I 

For  miscellaneous  items,  including  subscriptions 

tt>  two  daily  Washington  newspapers 400  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General : 
For  blank-books,  binding,  sutionery,  and  print- 

_  *"••, 325  00 

For  miscellaneous  items 150  00 

In  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers : 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  and  labor.       750  00 
For  miaceUancous  items 600  00 

Mrthwest  Executive  Building, 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent  and 
tour  watchmen,  of  the  Northwest  Executive 

Building 9050  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz : 

For  labor,  Aiel,  and  light 3,400  00 

ror  miscellaneous  items 1,000  00 

BvUiing  comer  qf  P  and  Seventeenth 

streets. 

For  rent  of  bouse  on  northwest  comer  of  F  and 
Sevcnteei^lh  streets,  and  warming  all  the 
rooms  in  it 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen  of  the  building  comer  of  F  and  Sev- 
enteenth streets 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  vix : 

For  labor , T. ....        540 

For miscellanequs  items ['.       qqo 

•Vflcy  Department. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  mes- 
senger in  his  office 39,000 

For  compensation  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Constraction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs,  and  the 
clerks,  draughtsman,  and  messenger  iii  his 
omee 13«00  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Chief  Naval  Constractor 
and  the  Engtncer-in  Chief. 0  000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  and  the  clerks, 
draughuman,  and  messenger  in  his  office 9,400  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Navy  yards  and  Docks,  and  of  the  civil  engi- 
neer, draughtsman,  clerks,  and  messenger  In 
Wf  office........        18,080  00 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing 7,300  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Aiedlcine  and  Surgery,  and  the  assistant  to  chief 
clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office 7,700  00 

ConHngtncies  qfthe  Mtvy  Department, 
For  cootinfeactea  of  the  Navy  Department  and 

all  tile  bureaus  eonnected  therewith,  via : 
For  blank -books,  binding,  stationery,  printing, 
labor,  newspapers,  pcrioditels,  and  miscella- 
neous items 


35,000  00 


00 


00 
00 

00 


00 
00 


17,300  00 
35,700  00 


For  repairs  of  the  General  Post  Office  Building, 
for  office  Aimiture,  glazing,  whitewashing, and 
for  keeping  the  fire-places  and  furnaces  in  order    1,500  00 

.Auditor  qfthe  Post  Office  Department, 
For  compensation  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and 

assistant  messenger  in  his  office. . . .  * 103,300  00 

For  contingent  ejtpenses  of  said  office,  viz : 
For  blank-books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  print- 

Ing  blanks  and  circulars 9  700  00 

For  miscellaneous  items "     1*500  oO 

MtU  of  the  United  States. 
At  PhUadelphia : 

For  salaries  of  the  director,  treasurer,  chief  coin- 
er, melter,  and  refiner,  engraver,  aseayer,  as- 

sistant  assaj-er,  and  their  clerks 31,000  00 

For  wages  of  workmen 50  000  00 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including      ' 
fuel,  materials,  stationery,  water  rent,  repairs 
and  wastage,  in  addition  to  otiier  available 
funds 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be  reserved  at 
the  mint. 300 

At  CharloUe,  North  Carolina : 

For  salaries  of  superintendent,  coiner,  assayer. 
and  clerk 6  000 

For  wages  of  workmen  and  watchmen  .* .' .' .' .'  .*.*  .* .'    4,*mk) 

For  contingent  expenses,  including  wastage  of 
gold,  fuel,  materials,  stationery,  and  repairs. . .     1 JWO 
At  Dahlonega,  Georgia : 

For  salaries  of  superintendent,  coiner,  assayer. 
nndclerk 6  000 

For  wages  of  workmen '.*.*.'.*.*.*.•   3*600 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  includ-       * 

ingwastage 1^400  00 

At  New  Orleans,  Louisiana : 

For  salaries  of  superintendent,  treasurer,  assay- 
er, coiner,  melter,  and  refiner,  and  clerks.... 

For  wages  of  workmen 

f  or  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  includ- 
ing Aiel,  materials,  stationery,  water  rent,  re- 
pjuri,  and  wastage,  in  addition  to  other  availa- 
ble  funds ^  ^f^  qq 

For  new  machinery '. .  *.'.',*.*, '    94*000  00 

For  tiie  proportion  due  by  said  Mint  for  square      ' 
block  paving  from  Esplanade  to  Barrack  streets, 
to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Uynes i^aes  40 

Government  in  the  Territories. 

Territory  of  Oregon : 
For  salaries  of  Governor,  three  judges,  and  sec- 

rotary 10.500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory ilsoJ  00 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  member* 

of  the  Legislative  Assemblv,  officers,  clerks, 

and  contingent  expenses  of  the  A  ssembly . , .  f.   19,440  00 

Territory  of  MInoesota : 
For  salaries  of  Governor,  snperlntendent  of  In- 

dian  aflfairs,  three  Judges,  and  secretary 9  700  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory 1  000  00 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members      ' 

of  the  Legislative  A«»sembly,  officers,  clerks, 

and  contiopent  expenses  of  Uie  Assembly ....  30.000  00 

Territory  of  New  Mexico : 
For  salaries  of  Governor,  superintendent  of  In- 

dian  affairs,  three  judges,  and  secretary 9,700  00 

For  conangent  expenses  of  said  Territory 1  ©00  00 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  tiie  members  of     * 

tiie  Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerks,  and 

conungent  expenses  of  tiie  Assembly 30  000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  acting  secretary  of  the      ' 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  from  tiiu  fifth  of 

April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fit\yone,  to  the 
twentieti)  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fitty-  - 

2^®-; 435  00 

Territory  of  Utah : 

^^J  salaries  of  Governor,  superintendent  of  In- 

dian  afl'airs,  three  judges,  and  secretary. . .         g  700  no 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory. . .    "     1*000  on 
For  compensation  and  mlleagpof  tiie  members' of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerks,  and 
conungent  expenses  of  the  Assembly 30,000  00 

Judiciary. 
Forsalarica  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  tiie  Supreme 

Court,  and  eight  Associate  Judges 41  000  on 

For  salaries  of  Uie  district  judges..... 79*00000 

For  «Uariesoftiie  chief  juiti'ce  of  the  hVsiricVof      '^  ^ 

Columbia,  tiie  associate  judges,  and  tiie  judges 

of  the  criminal  court  and  orphans^  court. .....  il.aoo  00 

For  salaries  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  the       *^ 

clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office 10.300  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  tiie  At-      '"^  '^ 

toraey  General «#»«  ^^ 

For  salary  of  the  repotfer  of  the  Decision^  of  uii 

Supreme  Court  for  each  volume  published  by 

the  direction  of  the  Supreme  Court ,,     1  noo  fto 

For  compensation  of  the  district  auorneys. . .  glgno  no 

For  compensation  of  the  marshals **    t^oo  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Suprvme,"  cir- 

cuit,  and  district  courts  of  tiie  United  States. 

including  the   District  of  Columbia,  also  for 

JHrors  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  Arnds  arising 


8,300  00 
5,890  00 


uary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four:  and  if,  upon  such  examination,  he  i»  sat- 
isfied  tiiat,  prior  to  the  fitvtday  of  January,  on  o 
Uiou«and  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  the  siUd 
county  has  paid  money  which,  in  accordance 
witti  tiie  instructions  of  tiie  Firat  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury^  dated  December  nineteentb, 
one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  fimy-tiirael 
should  have  been  paid  by  tiie  marshal  of  the 

United  States  for  said  Territiuy 13,000  00 

Surveyors  General  and  their  Clerks. 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  north* 
west  of  the  Ohio,  and  tiie  clerks  in  bis  office. . 

For  compenwtion  of  the  surveyor  general  of  nu- 
noisand  Missouri,  and  tiie  clerks  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
Louisiana,  and  tiie  clerks  in  his  office 4,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
Flonda,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office ft  50O  00 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wis-       ' 
cousin  and  Iowa,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office. .     8,300  00 

t  or  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Ar- 
kansai,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office. 8  300  qO 

Foroompensationofthesurveyor  general  of  Ore-       ' 
gon,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office 8,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Cali- 
fornia.  and  tiie  clerks  in  his  office 18.500  00 

For  clerks  in  tiie  office  of  Uie  surveyor  general, 
including  tiie  office  in  Oregon,  to  be  appor- 
tioned to  tiiem  accordmg  to  tiie  exigencies  of 
tiie  public  service,  and  to  be  employed  in  tran- 
scnbmg  field  notes  of  surveys,  for  tiie  purpoee 
of  preserving  tiiem  at  tiio  seat  of  Government.  33,000  00 

Light-House  Establishment. 
For  supplying  lighthouses,  containing  tiirM 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy- two  lampa, 
with  oil,  tube  glasses,  wicks,  bulTskins,  whi- 
ting, and  cotton  cloth,  transportation,  and  other 
expenses  on  the  same,  and  for  repairing  and 

Pnr  rZJXJiJ^^f '*'^**'^  ^l^^^''*  apparatus 188,330  7S 

For  repairs  and  incidental  expensest,  refitting  and 
improvements  of  lighthouses  and  buildinm 
connected  therewith ^  110  857  00 

For  salaries  of  tiiree  hundred  and  twenly-eili 
light-house  keepers  and  twenty-four  assistants, 
(twenty-four  of  tiiem  charged  with  double 
ight",  an^Hwo  wi>h  triple  lights,)  and  Includ- 
ing one  thousahd  twoJiundred  dollars  for  sal. 
aryof  an  inspector  of  fights  on  tiie  upper  lakes  136,718  33 

For  salaries  of'forty-two  keepers  ofllijht-boets..  83.000  00 

For8ckmen»awages,repairBandsupplie8of  light- 
hoals 103.664^ 

For  expenses  of  weighing  and  mooring,  cleaiisl 
ing  and  repairing,  and  suppiyi  ng  losses  of  bea- 

cons,  buoys,  chains,  and  anchors 59 JkS?  a 

For  commissions,  at  two  and  a  half  per  centum, 
to  such  superintendents  as  are  entitled  10  the 
Mine  under  the  proviso  to  tiie  act  of  March 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  entitled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government,  for 
the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifiy-two,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
on  the  amount  that  may  be  disbursed  by  them    8.000  00 

For  expenses  of  superintendents  in  visiting  light- 
houses  annually,  and  reporting  their  condition    S.OOO  00 

For  tiic  erection  of  a  light-house  on  Seahorse 
Key,  in  Florida,  in  addition  to  eight  thousand 
dollars  appropriated  by  tiie  act  of  September 
twenty-eighth ,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 4,000  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  light  house  of  tiie  third 
class  at  Red  Fish  Bar,  Galveston  bay,  Texas. .    5iM0  00 

For  rebuilding  the  light  house  at  Cape  St.  Bias, 

^'•ortda. 19,000  00 

>r  expenses  of  coloring  and  numb«riB9  nil  tha 


19,000'oa 


from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeiturt^  incurred 
in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  Uiirtieth, eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty  three,  and  previous  years, 
and  likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
sttus  in  which  the  United  Stales  are  concerned, 
and  of  prosecutions  for  oflinises  commiued 
agalrist  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners 630,000 

For  the  claim  presented  by  die  county  of  Dea 
Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  for  tiie  expenses 
of  the  United  Stat^  district  court,  which  were 
p«id  by  ttid  eoonty  prior  to  the.  first  day  of  Jaa- 


For  expenses  of  coloring  and  numbering  all  the 
buoys,  under  the  act  of  September  twenty- 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 

For  the  additional  expense  incurred  for  fog  sig- 
nals,  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  tweniy- 
eighth  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  by  the  application  of  horse- 
power to  some  of  them 1  000  CO 

Independent  Treasury. 

^w  Mlaries  of  tiie  aiwistant  treasurers  of  the 
United  States  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charle»> 
ton,  an^  St.  Louis 1L500  dO 

For  compensation  of  tiie  treasurer  of  tiie  branch 
Mint  at  San  Francisco.  California 4,500  00 

For  additional  salary  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint 
at  Philadelphia j  ooo  00 

For  additional  sahiry  of  the  treasurer  of  the      ' 
branch  Mint  at  New  Orieans SOO  00 

For  salaries  of  ten  additional  clerks,  authorixed 
by  the  acts  of  August  sixtii,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-six,  and  August  twelfth,  ciehteen 
hundred  and  forty- eight,  and  a  clerk  for  tiie 
treuMirer  of  the  branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco, 
CaKfomia,  at  a  salary  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars ig  100  00 

For  salary  of  chief  clferk  lo  the  assistant  Crensu-      ' 
rer  at  New  York 150000 

For  contingent  expenses  under  tiie  act  for  the      ' 
safe  keephig,  collecting,  transfer,  and  disburve- 
ment  of  tiie  public  revenue,  of  sixtii  Augu«t, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  j^ix 30  000  00 

For  compensation  to  special  agenU  to  examine      ' 
tiie  books,  accounts,  and  money  on  hand  in 
the  several  depositories,  under  the  act  of  Au- 
gust sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  six. . . . 


90 


Survey  of  the  Coast. 
For  survey  of  tiie  coast  of  the  United  Sutes,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  superintendent  nntW 
assistants,  (and  excluding  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and 

Ef^L®*®*"  ■"**  "•"  **'"  *®  ^•'^j  employed 


7,000  00 


inttiewBrk)^ 


1«8,0»00 
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Tor  eootinidBf  the  sorrey  of  the  FloHdm  R«elb 
tad  Kevs,  (excJoding  tbe  pat^nd  •molumenM 
of  ib«  offieen  of  the  Anny  and  NaTy.  md  petty 
•aeefs«DdiD«ikof  tlia  Navy,  csnpkmtin  the 

•ock) 1M,000  00 

fx  cinciiMnns  tbe  surrey  of  the  woBtem  eoait 
«f  lb*  Untted  States,  (excluding  the  pay  and 
lUKlBBifPf  at  the  officers  of  me  Army  and 
Savy?  ABd  tba  petty  oflleen  and  men,  em- 
ptofcdUithe  work) , 150,000  00 

Marine  HoqHtal. 

For  ^^nisg  bovfrita]  site,  and  heating  and  water- 
iw  Ike  lM»p{ial  at  LoutBviUe,  Kentucky 9,000  00 

Per  irmuiinff  bo«piialf|te,  and  heating  and  watflf- 
inrftelmicpitBiat  Padncah 3,000  00 

Par  drateiiifboepital  site,  and  heating  and  water- 
}^  m*  bo^kitai  at  Napoleon 3,000  00 

F^  AaiBiBc  hoepttal  aiie,  and  heating  and  water- 
a|  fte  hoepttal  at  Natchez 3,000  00 

fcrinuDQglKMpitat  site,  and  heating  and  water- 
»f  d^  koipvtal  at  St.  Louis 9,000  00 

For  dkaiuinf  hospital  site,  and  heating  and  water- 
^  Ike  hospital  at  Cleveland 9,000  00 

ft  mmt  ovtscaading  claims  incurred  in  finishing 
^  kospicri  at  Pittsbuif ,  and  grading  and  drain- 
lag  the  cite 1,563  48 

For  csBiptetiBtf  the  oonstrtiction  of  the  Marine 
bsspiial  at  ^n  Francisco,  California,  and  for 
inmiPBf  ibe  gronnds,  Ihncing,  furnishing 
vannsiaif  apparatus,  and  supexintondenee  there- 
if. 130,000  00 

For  Ac  porcba«tt  of  a  suitable  site  in  Portland, 
mfte  State  of  Ifaioe,  or  in  such  place  in  the 
rniafrttnte  vicinity  thereof  as  he  shall  deem 
ynper,  and  to  cause  co  be  erected  thereon,  un- 
der k»  direetioa»  a  marine  hospital  for  the  re- 
Itf  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen 30,000  00 

Ctcjtom  Howes, 

Far  emtiamiog  fbe  construction  of  the  custom- 

hMse  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina 300,000  00 

r«  coMiaamg  tbe  construction  of  the  custom- 

hesK  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 150,000  00 

Fsr  prrhatiag  a  site,  and  the  eonstruction  of  a 
sdbMe  haikling  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
fr  evacooi  house,  post-ofRce,  court  rooms, 
and  Q«her  olBces  of  tbe  United  States,  and 

ftaaishiag  the  same 35,000  00 

Fer  te  c<^itr«etion  of  a  custom-house  at  Asto- 
ite,Oc^n.fn  addition  to  ten  tbousahd  dollars 

bunMbu  appropriated 30,000  00 

Per  ^Bchuias  a  site,  and  the  construction  of  a 
stnisMf  haildinf  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  for 
casKa  hoaBe,  post  office,  court  rooms,  and 

of  the  United  States 100,000  00 

I  repairs  and  office  fixtures  for  the  cus- 
—irw»M  at  Pcntsmooth.  New  Hampshire, 

li^  Pensytvania,  and  other  places 35,000  00 

1%«HUe  die  Seeretary  of  the  Treasur/to  pur- 
ckma  ad^inii  to  the  costom-house  at  Bal- 

tiMn,  sad  to  repair  and  alter  the  edifice 110,000  00 

For  pei^MiM  a  ate,  and  the  construction  of  a 
snaMt  tattding  at  Waldoboro^  Maine,  for 
n— IIS  bum  t,  post  office,  and  other  offices  of 
te Usted mes,  and  furaiflhiog  the  same. ...  19,000  00 

biattmu  wUk  foreign  JiatUma. 

Fas  «tete  «C  Mtebtns  of  tbe  United  States  to 
QnttMiaBa,Vnace,  Russia,  Prussia,  Spain, 

»iart,M«neo,»4lgwil 79,000  00 

Vv«teksoftte9«cnHrie8  of  Legation  to  the 

•    — t  piaiii 16,000  00 

Faraoidi  of  snnterm  of  the  United  States  to 

CreatBnlaiBSftf  Mexico 18,000  00 

of  tbe  Miaisf  er  Resident  at  Turkey . .    6,000  00 
of  the  Dragfrnian  to  the  Legation  to 

9,560  00 

of  Ctafges  d'Aflhires  to  Ponugtal, 
^—^—ypBMisrk,  Sweden, Holland,  Belginm, 
Rfpfcs,  Sardiida,  the  Papal  States,  Peru,  New 
Crasada,  Tenezuela,  Buenos  Ay  res,  Bolivia, 

ilwii  BMlij  Ecuador,  and  Nicaragua 76,500  00 

POr  coMiaeest  expenses  of  all   the  misaions 

ainad V. 40,000  00 

For  ceatiageat  expenses  of  foreign  Intercourve . .  40,000  00 
Far  exposes  of  utercourse  wiUi  the  Barbary 

PoWB 9,000 

For  friary  of  the  Consul  at  London... 9,00'i 

For  salsxy  oftbe  Commisstoner  to  the  Sandwich 

hlsiids 5,000    *> 

Poc  ^aopreters,  guards,  and  other  expenses  of 
te  eoosQlales  at  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  and 

Aknadria 1,500  00 

For  oAee  rent  of  the  Consul  at  Basle,  in  Switzer- 

tud 100  00 

for  Mlary  aad  otitfit  of  a  Commissioner  to  reside 
Ml  CMaa,  including  the  additional  compensa- 
the  act  to  carry  into  eflfect  certain 
in  the  treaties  between  the  United 
China,  and  the  Ottoman  Porte ....   16,000  00 
'  of  the  interpreter  and  secretary  to  sdtd 

3,500  00 

For  coapanaation  to  the  Consul  at  the  five  ports 
m  Chlaa,  vfz :  Kwang  Chow,  Amoy ,  Fucno w. 

King  po,  and  Shanghai 5,000  00 

Fsr  sMvy  of  the  Consul  General  at  Alexandria. .     3,000  00 
for  fberehef  and  protection  of  American  seamen 

ia  fbreign  countries 195,000  00 

For  derk  hire,  offlee  rent,  and  other  expenses  of 
te  office  of  tbe  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 

Loaioo 9,800  00 

For  BBfaryofiba  Consul  at  Beyront.^ 500  00 

Far  coapeaaatfoB  to  tbe  AcUtig  Charg4  d'Af- 
UraaioKUasia,  ffoo  the  fUleeirth  ofAugust. 
d^bieca  haadrcd  aad  Ibrtyeigbt,  to  tbe  flfC 
I  of  JaaoMty,  eighteen  bandied  and  ibrty- 

..,.,.     1/Ml  9t 


' 


I 


To  compensate  Dabney  S.  Carr  fbr  expenses  in- 
curred while  in  the  diplomatic  service  of  ttte 
coontryy  to  he  allowed  m  the  settlement  of  his 
accouhts  with  theGovemment 7,144  00 

To  the  Secretary  orLegatieo  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  for  services  as  Cbarg6  d 'Affaires  at  said 
Court,  from  the  thirty-first  of  Aognst,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  the  eleventh  of  Octo- 
ber, sixteen  hundred  and  forty- nine '      301  39 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ^ 

make  compensation  to  tbe  Spanish  Consul  and 
other  subjects  of  Spain  residing  at  New  Orleans, 
and  subjects  of  Spain  at  Key  West,  for  losses 
occasioned  by  violence  in  the  year  eighteen 
hirodredand  nfiy-one,  ariRingfrom  intelligence 
then  recently  received  at  those  places  of  the 
execution  of  certain  persons  at  Havana  who 
had  recently  invaded  the  Island  of  Caba 95,000  00 

For  compensation  to  Peter  Parker,  as  Acting 
Cbarg6  d'AflUres  at  Canton,  China,  fbr  two 
years  from  the  twenty  fourth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  to  twenty-fburth  Mav,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  flftv-two,  which  shall  be  in 
full  for  all  demand  for  such  Services  for  the 
period  named 4,000  00 

For  compensation  of  Charles  D.  A rfwedson, Con- 
sul of  tne  United  States  at  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
for  diplomatic  services  rendered  as  Charge 
d'Affhires  at  that  place,  by  the  instruction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  fh>m  tbe  recall  of  Mr.  Klis- 
worth  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Schroeder,  appoint- 
ed Chare*  d 'Affaires  from  the  twenty- fourth 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  Torty-nine,  to  the 
twenty  second  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty — a  period  of  eight  months  and  twenty- 
nine  days— nefng  one  half  of  the  salary  of  a 
Chars*  d 'Affaires,  and  in  full  fbr  all  such  ser- 
vice for  the  period  named 1,681  95 

That  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  the  accounts  of 
Joseph  Balestier,Iate special  agentof  the  United 
States  in  Asia,  to  be  settled  in  such  manner  as 
to  allow  him  his  traveling  and  other  necessary 
expenses  incurred  in  returning  to  the  United 
States  after  receipt  of  notice  of  the  termination 
of  his  mission;  and  that  his  salary  as  such 
agent  be  also  allowed  from  the  time  when  it 
was  discontinued  until  a  reasonable  time  for  his 
return,  not  exceeding  six  months [Indefiidte.] 

To  Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  (br  additional  compensa- 
tion as  late  Commissioner  to  the  Sandwich     v 
Islands  "-being  tbe  same  amount  allowed  by  act 
of  September  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  to  Charies  Eames,  his  successor 3,000  00 

Pvbtie  Lands, 

For  oalary  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  Mis- 
souri        500  00 

For  compensation  for  secretary  to  sign  patents  fbr 
public  lands 1,500  00 

For  salaries  and  commissions  of  registers  of  land 
offices  and  receivers  of  public  moneys 196,800  00 

For  expenses  of  depositing  public  moneys  by  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys 93,580  00 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  several  land  offices  34,940  00 

Surveys  qf  Public  Lands. 

For  stirveying  the  public  lands,  including  inci- 
dental expenses  and  special  surveys, demand- 
ing augmented  rates,  to  be  applied  and  appor- 
tioned to  the  several  districts,  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service;  the  part  to  be 
apfNied  to  the  resurveys  required  by  the  loca- 
tion and  survey  of  private  claims  in  Florida  to 
be  disbursed  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  dollars 
per  mile,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  former  appropriations 115,000  00 

For  survey  of  the  Islands  in  Saganaw  bay  and 
river,  and  other  islands  on  the  coast  of  Lakes 
Huron  and  Michigan 600  00 

tot  correcting  erroneous  and  defective  lines  of 
the  public  and  private  surveys  in  Missouri,  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per  mile,  in- 
cluding office  work 9,500  00 

For  completing  the  survey  of  towns  and  villages 
in  Missouri,  named  in  the  act  of  June  thir- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and  May 
twenty-sixth,  ei^teen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four 1,000  00 

For  transcribing  records  of  private  land  claims 
in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  at  St. 
Louis 1,900  00 

For  addition^  compensation  to  ceriain  deputy 
surveyors  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  for  correct- 
ive and  detached  surveys 1,694  47 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  for  surveying 
done  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  one 701  49 

For  compensation  of  surveyors  and  other  agents 
required  in  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Florida,  to 
carry  Into  effect  tlie  act  of  September  twenty- 
eight,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  granting 
swamp  lands,  &,c 6,000  00 

For  surveyor^  in  Louisiana  at  augmented  rates.  35,686  00 

For  survey  of  private  claims  in  Florida,  under         ^ 
the  act  of  June  twenty  eighth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  including  the  work  now 
under  contract 10,000  00 

For  completing  certain  surveys  in  Florida,  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per  mile,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  peculiar  dlffl<xilties  attending 
the  execution  of  the  same«  on  account  of 
swamps,  lakes,  marshes,  he,  and  fbr  scrap 
work 10,000  00 

For  surveying  standard  parallels,  township  and 
section  fines,  in  Oregon,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
twcdve  dollars  per  mile,  including  incidental 
expenses 69,000  00 

For  surveying  two  thousand  aix  hundred  and 
twanty-flvenilflfol'Bwridiatt,  bMe,aiid  ataad- 


ard  lines,  meandering  and  furtey  of  frregojar 
or  river  lots,  &c.,  at  a  rate  ndt  exceeding  fif- 
teen dollars  per  mile 39,375  00 

For  subdividing  lands  in  California  into  town 
ohips,  eatial  to  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
miles  ot  surveying,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 

fourteen  dollars  per  mile 37,800  00 

For  subdividing  one  hundred  and  fifty  townships 
in  California  into  sections,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  dollars  per  mile. 106,000  00 

\  For  extending  surveys  in  Cdifornia  through  tbe 

I      mineral  region 90,000  00 

>  For  suweying  private  claims  in  California  which 
I     may  have  been  presented  In  good  faith  to  the 

I     board  of  land  commissioners ; . .  *n99 JDO  00 

;  For  subdividhig  the  islands  of  Santa  Cruz,  San 

Miguel,  or  ^nta  Rosa,  San  Bernardo,  Santa 

t      CataHna,  San  Clemente,  or  San  SaK-ador,  San 

Nicolas,  asid  Santa  Barbara,  on  the  coast  of 

Califbmia,  by  the  Coast  Survey,  according  to 

such  plan  as  niay  be  devised  by  fiie  General 

,      Land  Office,  so  that  said  islands  may  be  readily 

disposed  of  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 

and  in  estabHshing  the  necessary  comerB  along 

I     the  meanders  wi(h  which  to  connect  the  lines 

of  the  subdivisions  under  dils  appropriation. . .  5M>,000  00 
For  rent  of  Surveyor  General's  Office,  purchase 
of  instruments,  records,  drawing  materials,  fbr- 

niture,  fuel,  pay  of  messenger,  &c 11,400  00 

For  completing  the  geological  survey  of  the  iron 
region  of  that  portion  of  Michig&n  which  bor- 
ders on  Lake  Superior 1,500  00  . 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  and 
mdrking  the  boirodary  between  the  States  of 
Missouri  and  Iowa,  under  the  recent  decision 
and  order  of  tlie  Supreme  Court 11,049  68 

PMie  BuUdings, 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings * 9,000  00 

For  the  compensation  of  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings 1  000  00 

For  the  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  water- 
closets,  public  stables,  pavements*  and  other 
walks  within  and  around  the  Capitol  square, 
tbe  fiagging  in  the  crypt,  the  doors  of  the  wood- 
vaults,  aira  for  repainting  the  crypt,  faces  of 
the  wood-vaults,  &c .-    7,000  00 

For  the  purciiase  of  two  thousand  feet  of  six-inch 
iron  water-pipe,  to  conduct  the  water  to  the 
Capitol,  and  for  laying  the  same 9,500  00 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  President's  House  and 
improvement  of  the  grounds,  viz :  repairs  of 
the  roof  and  chimneys,  rei^adng  defective 
stone  at  the  base  of  the  house,  laying  brick 
walks  fh)m  thcliouse  to  tbe  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  cleaning,  painting, 
and  whitewa4iing  the  inside  of  the  house,  re- 
pairing gravel  walks,  paving  brick  gutters  in 
the  grounds,  fitting  new  blinds  to  the  south- 
windows  outside 6,150  00 

For  compensation  to  the  doorkeeper  of  the 
President's  House ^ 500  00 

For  the  compensation  of  assistant  doorkeeper  of 
the  same 365  00 

For  compensation  of  two  watchmen  at  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars each  per  annum 1,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  public  gardener 1^900  00 

For  compensation  of  sixteen  laborers  employed 
in  the  public  grounds  and  President's  garden, 
at  forty  dollars  per  month 7,680  00 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pur- 
chase a  suitable  number  of  iron  settees  to  be 
f  laced  in  the  pnbfic  grounds  at  the  Capitol  and   . 
resident's  House..... 840  00 

For  compensation  of  the  keeper  of  the  western 
gate  of  the  Capitol  grounds 730  00  ' 

For  compensation  of  two  additional  day  watch-  f 
men,  to  be  employed  in  preserving  the  public 
grounds  about  the  Capitol,  authorized  oy  the 
act  of  fifteenth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  to  supply  deficiencies,  and  the  act  of 
thirtieth  September, 'Eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government,  at  five 
hundred  dollars  each 1,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger  in  charge  of 

the  main  furnace  in  the  Capitol 950  00 

{  For  compensation  of  ttie  laborer  in  charge  of  the 
l|      water-closets  in  the  Capitol 365  00 

Fo(  cart  hire  upon  the  public  grounds 1,000  00 

For  purchase  of  manure  for  the  public  grounds. .     1,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  tools  fbr  laborers. 500  00 

For  the  purchase  of  trees  and  tree-boxes,  to  re- 
place when  necessary  such  as  have  been 
planted  by  the  United  States,  and  for  repairs  of 
pavements  In  fVont  of  the  public  grounds 1^00  00 

To  complete  and  revise  the  grades  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  jo  detotnlne  the  plans  fbr 
the  drainage  and  sewerage  thereof. 9,000  00 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  necessary  surveys,  projects,  and  esti- 
mates to  be  made  for  determining  the  best 
means  of  aflbrding  the  eides  of  Wmshiiifton 
and  Georgetown  an  unfailing  and  abundant 
supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water BfiOO  00 

For  demying  tbe  expenses  incurred  ia  4he  im*    - 
provement  and  fbr  embellishing  the  triangidar 
space  on  the  north  side  ofPennsyl vania  avenue, 
between  TMrteenth  and  Fourteenth  streets. . .    6,160  00 

To  enable  the  Seeretary  of  the  Interior,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  purchase  a  site  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Washipgton,  and  for  the  erectfon,  fhnrisb- 
ing,  and  fluuig  up  of  an  asylum  for  tiie  Insane  of 
the  District  of  Ooiuoibia,  and  of  the  Anny  and 
li      Navy  Of  Ae  United  Stateo ]M,09afO 
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For  compennatlon  of  two  dravr- keepers,  mnd  for 
IViel  And  oil  fbr  tbe  lamps  of  the  Potoiaac  bride  a    1,377  50 

For  tlM  impport,  care,  and  medical  treatment  in 
tbe  Waahinfton  Infirmary,  of  twelve  traneient 
paupers,  nMmical  and  surgical  patients 9,000  00 

For  compensation  and  contingeat  expenses  of  the 
AuxiUary  Guard 14,800  00 

For  compensation  of  two  draw-keepers,  and  for 
fuel  and  oil  for  the  lamps  of  tbe  two  bridges 
acooss  tbe  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  river       000  00 

For  repairs  of  the  two  bridges  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  of  tbe  Potomac  river 4,999  00 

For  lighting  Pennsylvania  avenue  from  the  Cap- 
itol grounds  to  the  President**  House,  tbe  Capi- 
tol grounds,  the  President's  House  and  grounds, 
and  tbe  streets  around  the  executive  offices. . .  16,000  00 

For  inclosing  Lafayette  square  with  an  iron 
fence,  including  four  gates 12,000  00 

For  defraying  tlie  expense  ijicurred  in  tbe  im 
provement  of  Lafayette  square 3,988  00 

For  the  completion  of  tbe  east  wing  of  the  Patent 
Office  Building 103,000  00 

For  (tnishing  the  front  of  the  baffcment  of  the  cen- 
ter building  of  the  Patent  Office  and  making  it 
con  (brm  to  tbe  design  of  tbe  wings 3,300  00 

For  tbe  erection  of  the  west  wing  of  the  Patent 
Office  Building,  and  completinv  tbe  drains  for 
said  building  and  of  tbe  Post  Office  Building...  150,000  00 

For  taking  up,  repairing,  and  relaying  the  steps 
of  the  east  portico  of  uie  Capitol,  and  for  taking 
up,  dressing,  sunplyiny^  new  flagging,  and  re- 
laying  the  same  ni  the  arcade  under  tbe  portico    IpOO  00 

For  grading  and  paving  with  round  stone  tbe 
carriage  way  of  Pennsylvania  avenoe,  from 
Seventeenth  street  west  to  Rock  Creek,  setting 
curb-stones  on  each  side  thereof,  at  tbe  distance 
of  twenty- five  feet  Oom  the  building  line,  and 
relaying  the  flag  footways  at  tbe  intersection 
of  tbe  croee  streets 90,000  00 

Miscellaneous, 

For  salaries  and  incidenul  expenses  of  the  com- 
mission appointed  under  tbe  act  of  March 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  for  set- 
tling land  claims  in  California 50,000  00 

For  annuities  and  granu 750  00 

For  ei(penses  of  loans  and  Treasury  notes 90,000  00 

To  carry  into  effect  the  act  approved  September 
tbe  twenty- eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  flfty, 
tor  the  purchase  of  a  cemetery  near  the  City  of 
Mexico,  and  tbe  interment  therein  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  American  officers  and  soldiers 
who  foil  in  battle  or  otherwise  died  in  or  near 
tbe  City  of  Mexico 3,000  00 

For  tbe  discbarge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be  admit- 
ted in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury    5,000  00 

To  supply  the  deficiency  in  tbe  fund  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen 100,000  00 

As  indemnity  to  Jonathan  Elliott,  commercial 
■gent  of  the  United  States  at  Santo  Domingo, 
for  amount  by  him  expended  In  maintaining 
refVigees  in  tbe  late  revolution  at  that  place. . .       600  00 

There  shall  be  allowed  and  naid  to  each  of  tb» 
following  persons:  Charles  H.  Sherman,  Lewis 
E.  Jackson,  Henry  Taylor,  Frederick  Morris, 
and  John  Davis,  mariners,  sent  Into  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  deuined  there  as  witnesses  for 
tbe  United  States,  one  dollar  and  twenty  five 
cents  for  each  day  necessarily  occupied  on  tbe 
voyage  and  arriving  at  New  York;  and  tlie 
Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
In  which  the  said  witnesseahave  been  detained 
to  testify  shall  allow  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  as  other  witneeses*  fees  are  paid [Indeflnits] 

For  compensation  of  tbe  warden,  clerk,  phvsi- 
cfan,  chaplain,  two  asristant  keepers,  four 

Kards,  and  pofler,  of  the  Penitentiary  of  tbe 
st^  of  Columbia 7,350  00 

For  conipensation  of  three  inspectors  of  said 
Penitentiary 300  00 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  said  Peniten- 
tiary....^T 1,500  00 

For  clerk  hire,  sutionery,  rent,  fuel^^d  contin- 
gencies in  the  completion  of  tbe  census  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  flay 49fiO0  00 

For  the  support,  clothing,  and  medical  treatment 
of  insane  paupers  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia, 
at  such  places  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior 
may  in  hie  diticretion  deem  proper... 19,000  00 

For  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween tbe  United  States  and  Mexico,  under 
the  treaty  of  Guadahipe  Hidalgo 190,000  00 

For  arrearages  incurred  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  tbe  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-two,  for  running  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  tbe  United  Slates  and 
Mexico,  under  tbe  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidal- 
go  95,000  00 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  sutistics,  and 
purchase  of  seeds,  IoIm  paid  out  of  tlie  |Mttnt 
End 5,00000 

For  compensation  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Patent 
Office,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  patent  fund 1,900  00 

For  tbe  purpose  of  erecting  a  pedestal  in  Laf)iy- 
etia  square  for  the  Equestrian  Statue  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  on  soeb  pUw  as  may  be  ap- 
proved of  by  tbe  artist  for  that  work •..    5,000  00 

For  freight  and  transportation  of  the  group  of     - 
statuary  contracted  for  with   Horatio  Gree- 
nough,  from  Leghorn  to  Washington,  and  for 
placing  it  upon  the  pedestal  in  front  of  tbe  east- 
ern portico  of  the  Capitol 7,000  00 

To  make  good  the  interest  on  investments  in 
Slocks  of  tbe  State  ol  Arkansas,  held  in  trust 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  tbe  Chick- 
asaw Indians,  not  yet  paid,  to  be  reimbursed 
oat «rtb«interesl whan coUectad im**    i»4Q0  00 


For  the  construction  and  equipment  of  not  less 

«  than  six  revenue  cutters 90,000  00 

For  the  redemption  of  seventeen  loan- office  cer- 
tificates, numbered  one  hvndred  and  fifly-eiieht, 
three  hundred  and  twelve,  six  thousAid  eight 
hnndred  and  ninety-five,  six  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-  six,  six  th<»usand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,  sixthonsand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninetyeicht,  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine,  six  thousand  and  nine 
bundr«Ml,  six  thousana  nine  hundred  and  one, 
six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two,  nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  seventy- five,  nine  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-five,  nine  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-three,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and 
twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  which  have  been  presented  at  the  Treas- 
ury for  payment  at  Oie  specie  value  thereof, 
and  with  interest  as  computed  by  the  Re|gister 
oftheTreasnry 4,105  48 

To  enable  tbe  Clerk  of  fiie  Houee  of  Representa- 
tives to  "  deliver  to  each  of  the  members  an4 
delegates  of  the  House  of  the  present  Congress 
who  have  not  already  received  lhem,sneb  books 
as  have  been  furnished  to  the  members  of  the 
Twenty- eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth,  and 
Thirty-first  Coneresses,*'  and  which  were  or- 
dered by  resolution  of  the  House  of  July  twen- 
ty sixth,  ^ghteen  hundred  and  fiAytwo 115,800  00 

To  enable  tbe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  pay  Force  and  Rives  for  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  eighth  volume  of"  American  Ar- 
chives," or  Documentary  History  of  the  United 
States,  for  new  members  of  the  House  of  tbe 
Twenty-eighth  Congress;  one  hundred  and 
one  copies  of  the  same  volume  for  new  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Twenty-ninth  Congress ;  <me  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  copies  of  tbe  same  volume  ^ 
for  new  members  of  tbe  House  of  tbe  Thir- 
tieth Congress ;  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
fbur  copies  of  the  same  volume  for  new  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  the  Thirty- first  Congress, 

.  la  all  fbur  hundred  and  fifty-one  volumes, 
at  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety  cents  and  alx 
mills  per  copy,  in  addition  to  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  of  a  former  appropriation 5,631  95 

To  enable  tbe  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  pay.for  reporting  and  publishing  tWen- 
S -eight  hundred  columns  of  the  proceedings  of 
e  present  session  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Daily  Globe,  at  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  coiunm 91,000  Of 

To  enable  the  CTlerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  pay  a  balance  due  for  reporting  and 
publishing  proceedings  of  the  House,  second 
session  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  at  the  rate 
of  seven  dollars  and  flfty  cents  per  column  in 
tbe  Daily  Globe 640  50 

To  enable  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  pay  fhr  twenty-four  copies  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Tbirty-second  f  >»ngresB,  for  each 
member  and  delegate  of  the  House 34,979  00 

For  binding  the  same,  being  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  flfty-two  volumes,  in 
strong  and  substantial  half  binding,  with  Russia 
leather  back  and  comers,  at  a  rate  not  exceed- 
ing sixty  cents  per  volume 13,651  90 

For  books  for  the  library  of  the  Patent  Office,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  patent  f\ind  1/M)0  00 

Far  fltting  up  the  library  of  tbe  Patent  Office,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  patent  fund 9,0fl0  00 

For  salary  of  the  clerk  of  tbe  Sergeant-at- Arms.    1,500  00 

That  firom  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Congress,  tbe  compensation  of  tbe  messengers 
employed  in  the  post  office  of  tbe  House  of 
Representatives  be  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  in  lieu  of  their  present  per  diem 4,000  00 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  di<bun*inf 
clerk  and  draughtsman  in  the  Patent  Office, 
tfie  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  each,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Patent  Office  f>ind 600  00 

For  the  compensation  of  two  additional  perma- 
nent clerks  in  the  Patent  Office,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  at  a  salary 
of  fourteen  hundred  d<rflars  each,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Patent  Office  fbnd 9,800  00 

For  establishingthe  branch  ofibe  United  Sutes 
Mint  at  San  Francisco,  California,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  tlie  law  approved 
tbe  third  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
flfty-two 300,000  00 

For  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  the  Com- 
monwealth of  MassachuMtts,  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  for  bal- 
ance of  expenses  incurred  by  said  State  in  pro- 
tecting the  northeastern  ffonlier,  ihe  same 
having  been  heretofore  settled  at  tbe  Treasury  ' 
of  the  United  States,  but  unpaid  for  want  of  an 
apifl^priaUon 305  81 

For  payment  of  balance  found  due  by  tbe  Comp- 
troller of  tbe  Trenxury  to  the  State  of  Maine, 
under  the  filth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, for  expenses  on  account  of^the  north- 
eastern boundary  over  an4  above  the  appropri- 
ationsmade 9,919  78 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to-purohase  one 
hundred  copies  of  the  Synoptical  Index,  to 
complete  tbe  series  of  Statutes  at  Large  hero- 
tofore  authorised  by  law,  at  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  volume )90  00 

For  additional  compensatiOD  to  the  derkB.  mes- 
sengers, watchmen,  and  laborers  employed  at 

'  pa  annual  salary,  oc  in  tampotary  pasttions,  in 


tbe  executive  and  legislative  departmenu  of 
die  Government  in  tbe  city  of  Wasliington. 
whose  annual  compensation  does  not  exceed 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  shall,  in  additino  there- 
to, be  allowed  an  increased  compensation  of 
twenty  per  cent;  all  whose  compensation 
shall  exceed  twelve  hundred  d<rilai«,  and  shall 
be  lesa  than  sixteen  hundred  d^ars,  shall  re- 
ceive an  additional  compensation  of  ten  per 
eent.  upon  tbe  amount  of  their  salaries f  lndtttolia«J 

For  tbe  salary  of  the  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in 
New- York  increased  to  sixteen  hundred  dea- 
lers per  annum,  and  tbe  salary  of  each  of  tbe 
other  der^  in  tbe  said  office  increased  to 
twelve  buRured  dollars  per  apnum [Indetefta*] 

To  settie  and  pay  A.  Boyd  Hamilton's  aecoonta 
for  an  work  done,  and  all  work  ordered  now  in 
his  bands  in  process  of  completion,  according 
to  his  contract  prices,  with  such  proportion  of 
AAy  thousand  dollars  in  addition  thereto  as  the 
amount  of  the  work  performed  by  him  bears  to 
the  amount  of  work  done  by  tbe  printer  fbr  the 
Thirty- first  Congress,  when  estimated  under 
his  contract  prices ....(Indefinite.) 

#8,907,932  €• 


By  the  «Kt  making  appnmUUona  for  ike  natal  aerviee, 
far  the  year  ending  the  ikiriUth  of  June,  one  ikmm 
sand  eight  hundred  andj{fty-4hrtt^ 

For  pay  of  commission,  frarrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers and  seamen)  including  tbe  Engineer  Corps 
oftiieNavy 9,771,606  00 

To  allow  and  pay  to  tbe  otBcers, -petty  oflleers, 
eeamen,  and  marines  of  the  United  Sbitea 
Navy,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  ivf  tbe  reve- 
nue service,  who  served  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
on  the  coast  of  California  and  Mexico  since  the 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  eighteen  bimdred 
and  fifty,  the  same  increased  or  additional 
compensation  as  has  been  by  law  directed  to 
be  paid  to  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army 
who  served  in  California [IndefiaiM*J 

To  the  several  officers  who  served  on  tiielate 
Arctic  expedition  in  search  of  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin tiiere  shall,  in  addition  to  the  pay  with  wluob 
they  have  already  been  credited,  be  allowed  for 
tbe  period  during  which  they  so  served,  the  fhl- 
lowing  compensation,  respectively,  via:  tlie 
commander  of  tbe  expisdition  tbe  pay  of  a  com- 
mander ;  the  passed  midrtiipmen  the  pay  of  lieu- 
tenants; the  passed  assistant  surgeon  the  pay 
of  a  fleet  surgeon ;  the  assistant  surgeon  the  pay 
of  a  surgeon ;  and  tbe  midshipmen  the  pay  of 
passed  midshipmen,  all  as  on  sea  service;  and 
that  there  be  allowed  to  tbe  warrant  officers  and 
to  the  petty  officers  and  men  that  composeil  tfia 
crews  of  the  vessels  emptoyed  on  that  ezpedi  • 
tion,  extra  pay  equal  to  the  reguhu^  pay  witii 
which  they  have  been  credited  fbr  tbeir  services 
on  tbe  said  expedition ;  and  tbe  pay  of  chap- 
lains in  the  Navy  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars 
on  leave,  or  waiting  orders,  and  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  while  on  duty [indefinite.) 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constraeton. 
and  all  tiie  civil  tstabli^ments  at  tbe  aeveral 
navy-yards  and  stations 00,060  00 

For  provisions  for  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
oflcers,  and  seamen,  incluolng  engineers  and 
marines  attached  to  vessels  for  sea-service. . . .  686,900  00 

For  a  scientific  investigation  and  expcrimenta 
upon  the  character  of  alimentary  substances 
used  as  Bobsirtence  iu  Hie  Navy,  mnd  means  to 
prevent  tbeir  deterioration., 9,500  OO 

For  surgeons'  necessaries  and  appliances  for  the 
sick  and  hurt  of  tbe  Navy,  including  tbe  Marine 
Corps 37,60001 

For  repair  of  vessels  In  ordinary,  and  for  wear 
and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  including 
(iiel  and  purchase  of  hemp 1,365,000  0( 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have 
completed  with  the  least  possible  dejay  tbe  war 
steamer  contracted  for  with  Robert  L.  Steven^ 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
April  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  two rindianlte.) 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  small- 
arms,  including  incidental  expenses 195,000  00 

For  preparing  fbr  publication  tbe  American  Nau- 
tical Almanac 19/100  00 

For  the  purchase  and  repair  of  nautical  instru- 
ments required  for  tbe  use  of  the  Navy 10,500  06 

For  the  purchase  of  all  tbe  books,  maps,  and 
charts,  required  for  the  use  of  tbe  Navy 8^950  00 

For  backing  and  binding  the  same,  and  for  print- 
ing and  publishing  sailing  directions,  hydro- 
graphical  surveys,  and  astronomical  obaiNva- 
tions.., 0,900  00 

For  models,  drawings,  and  copying,  postage, 
stationery,  fireight,  and  transportation,  for  nay 
of  lithographer,  and  for  working  lltbograpbto 
press,  including  chemicals,  fbr  keeping  grounds 
and  buildings  in  order,  for  repairing  and  pro- 
tecting from  further  depredations  brick  wall  on 
the  east,  south,  and  west  sides  of  the  grounds, 
fbr  pay  of  porter,  gardener,  watchmen,  instru- 
ment-maker, for  ftjel,  lights,  and  all  the  unenu- 
merated  contingent  expenses  of  the  hydro- 
graphical  office  and  National  Observatory 11,690  06 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  wind  and 
current  charts,  and  for  deftaying  all  the  ex- 
penses connected  therewith 10,(M0  00 

For  tbe  repairs  and  erection  of  buildings  at  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis, 
MaiyUod , 18,0011  00 
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Tocaoiplctt  Iheaaarters  for  Uie  stndenti  Md  pro- 

iaann  oTcbe  Ivavml  Academy  at  AnsspoNiu...  75)000  00 
rw  tke  eosii^catexpeaa^oribe  Dniied  States 
ffani  Aeadcmy  at  Aanapolii,  Marylaud. .....  81,700  00 

Nr  c«MiafeDt  expense*  tbat  may  accrue  for  tbe 
iaf  purpoeea,  via :  freif Ut  and  trttttport- 
priiidi^  aM  stadonery.  advertieinf  in 
•pere,  books,  maps,  models,  and  draw- 
'pttrclwae  and  repairer  fire-engines  and 
try,  repaint  of  and  attending  lo  eteem-  ' 
in  Davy-yards,  parcbase  and  main- 
cv  ofhorsasaod  oxni,and  dririnf  teami. 
timber-wiieels,  and  tbe  parchase  and 
npur  of  workoien^s  tools,  postage  of  public 
Irtierp,  Avaitore  for  GoTemment  hovses,  Aiel, 
otl,  sad  eaatfes  for  navy  yards  and  shore- 
I,  pay  of  vratchm^n  and  incidental  labor 
eabic  toaoy  other  appropriation,  labor 
tbe  delivery  of  stores  on  foreign  sta- 
tJMS,  arbarfii^,  dockaee,  and  rent,  traveKnf 
cxpcBscs  of  officers  and  others  under  orders, 
ftjatral  expenses^  store  and  office  rent,  station- 
cry,  fWl,  connniaeioos,  and  pny  of  clerks  to 
aftd  storekeepens  nafs,  awnings, 
jboxex,  prerofuins  and  other  ex- 
recruiting,  apprehending  deserters, 
pay  %o  persons  attending  courti-mar- 
Mi  and  coons  of  Inquiry,  and  other  servioes 
ssfhsiiaed  by  law,  pay  fo  judges- advocate,  pi- 
lotage, aad  towage  of  vessels,  and  assii>tance 
ts  vassels  tai  #istres»,  bills  of  health  and  quar- 
■srtai  cnensee  of  vessels  of  tbe  United  States 

favy  in  foreign  pons ....527,840  00 

Per  — teoeoloyieal  observations,  to  be  conducted 
Bsder  tbe  ibreetioos  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Wvj 3,000  00 

fWibe  payneat  of  the  salary  of  Professor  James 
f.  fippy,  during  (he  fiMral  year  ending  June 
1,  eighteen  hundred  and  fony- eight,  no 
having  been  made  by  Congress 


Ttr  eeashractMUi,  extension,  and  completion  of 
dK  faftowtag  objects,  and  for  contingent  ez- 
al  *e  several  navy -yards,  vis : 


8,000  00 


Fmitmonih,  Aet0  HampMre, 

baiMiin  tiaiber-ahed  number  twenty-nine, 
aadatien  for  sbores  at  railway,  draina,gutlars, 
idpa*hff,aa4repwraofaUkinds 35,04183 


Fbr 
lift. 


BrnJom^  Musmdnuetit, 

eMem,  pitch- house  and  oakum- 

,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds. . .  88,100  00 


erj. 


saw  mill,aaajw8]l,dradginf  c^mn- 
taak  and  ligbier,  gas  pipes  and  flx- 
conduefors,    continuatioa  of 
■acbiarry,  tec.,  for  engine-house,  and 
«f  an  kinds 186,800  00 

nOmJdfkia,  Pennsyimnia. 

railway,  covering  to  south 
,mam  box  and  pitcb-keltles,  mooring 
for  &y-dock,  dredging  channel,  contin- 
wbarf,  cross-paving  to  smitb- 
-Dce  to  the  dock  basin,  paving 
cad  of  ibln- bouse,  paving  wharf 
^wn  la  Aip  hou'te,  paving  between 


88,517  80 


way»«f  io^fKftag  between  timber- sheds, 
eoBifteUagfaaBw  iMldrains,  corapletiBg  shed 
,^MB^  ive,etmAa|  fas-pi  pes,  &c.,  extend- 
'  r-pipesoatHaannd  foet,  and  repairs 


Dutriet  of  Columbia, 

,      ^ rlwikling  number  eleven, 

*  ■■■■■■  sp  tiaibcf-doek,  comidetlng  saw- mill, 
nmfiHiw$  cMppti  roiang-mill,  completing  rail- 

— litfbig  side  lathes  In  machine  shop, 

lef  an  kinds. 183,778  00 


rv 


.YmfiOt,  Virgima. 


•»«  aumberfourteen.  wharf  north  side 
dodr,  cal  vert,  dnwug-machine,  and 
efaO  ktadii..« 80,738  80 


Florida. 

TWwaids  c— pletiag  permanent  wharf,  to  com- 
■plrte  gHrd-bottse  and  kitchen,  to  complete 
yard  cail-way  aad  repair  old  tracx,  to  complete 
ft  k  asiwa  of  eqtfral  wharf,  to  rebuild  east  wall 
sf  ejnuu  aamber  iwealy-six,  for  ico-bouse, 
r^paiw  of  cisceras  aua^ber  fourteen  aad  twenty- 
•sa,  aad  repairs  of  all  kinds 

ts,  drains,  and  ditches,  dstems  for 
bouse,   store  house,    (ono 


88,044  00 


pe-walk,  beaif  bouse,  storehouse,  (ono 
ag.)  romntfte,  raiUug  for  vertical  wall,  and 
pSsofalltiails...r;. 47,043  34 


500  00 


Saeketi'i  Hmrhor^  AVv  York, 
fiw  ii.ifBii-s  of  aUkiada 

Far  Hospitals: 

•vt  Bcttcn» 
^fcpain...... 500  00 

«af  ^ftW   M0TK» 

htt  ftaee  fovid  garden,  repairs  of  buildfngs, 

'  log,  elearin]^  np  grounds. 
for  compleung  fence  and 
i-grooad... 


8,99300 
par  atoee  for  tbe  burial  of 
iaib«N«wYorkboapiMl....    6,000  00 


M  Philadelphia  A*aocl  Asylum, 

For  Introducing  gas,  painting  main  building  in- 
side, repairing  and  painting  wall,  repairs  to  roof 
and  dome,  cleaning  and  wbitewasning,  cleai»- 
ing  and  repairing  grates  and  ranges,  water-tax, 
shade  trees,  and  repairs  of  all  kinds 5^000  00 

M  Woihington, 
For  general  repairs 400  00 

M  J^orfiAk, 
Tot  repairs  of  hospital  and  dependencies 5,000  00 

M  Pensaeola, 

Tor  draining  and  fllliog  up  ponds,  kc 9,000  00 

For  Magazines: 

At  Boston 900  00 

At  New  York 1,000  00 

AtWashington ^ 150  00 

Marine  Corn«: 
For  pay  of  omcers,  non- commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  servants  serving  on 
shore,  subiiistenee  for  officers,  and  pay  for  un- 
drawn clothing 917,983  44 

For  provisions  for  marines  serving  on  shore. . . .  19,984  75 

Pordotbing 49,416  00 

For  Aiel 3,000  00 

For  military  stores,  repair  of  arms,  pay  of  armor- 
ers,  accoutrements,  ordnance  stores,   flags, 

drums,  fifes,  and  musical  instruments 8,000  00 

For  transportation  of  offiers  and  troops,  and  ex- 
penses of  recruiting 9,000  00 

For  repairs  of  barracks,  and  rent  of  temporary 
barracks  and  offices  where  there  are  no  public 

buildings  for  that  purpose 6,000  00 

For  contingencies*,  viz:  Freight,  tonnage,  toll, 
,  cartage,  whnrfnge,  compeniiation  to  Judges-ad- 
vocate, per  diem  for  attending  courts- martial, 
coiiris  of  inquiry,  and  for  constant  labor,  house 
rent  in  lieu  of  quarters,  burial  of  deceased  ma-  ' 
Hues,  printing,  stationery,  postage,  apprehen- 
sion of  deserters,  oil,  candles,  forage,  straw, 
furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades,  axes,  picks,  shov- 
els, carpenlem*  tools,  keep  of  a  horse  for  the 
messenger,  pay  of  matron,  washerwoman,  and 

porter  at  the  hospital  headquarters 95,000  00 

For  purchase  and  freight  to  San  Francisco  of 
patent  black  marine  paint  for  painting  the  in- 
t«>rior  of  the  sections  and  end  floats  of  the  Call- 

fomia  dry  dock 1,500  00 

For  a  dellciency  in  the  act  making  appropriationa 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  thir- 
tieth of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  flfty,  ap- 
proved third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  for  paying  the  unsatisfied  demands 
upon  the  fund  for  continuing  the  survey  of  the 
coast  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  Appalachi- 

cola  bay  to  the  Mississippi 9,110  68 

For  the  building  or  purchase  of  suitable  vessels, 
and  for  prosecuting  a  survey  and  reconiM>is- 
sance  for  naval  and  commercial  purp«ises,  of 
such  parts  of  Behring's  Straits,  of  the  North  Pa- 
cific ocean,  and  o(  the  China  seas,  as  are  fre- 
Suented  by  American  whaleships  and  by  tra- 
ing  vessels  in  their  routes  between  the  United 
States  and  China,  under  the  'direction  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 185,000  00 

For  a  site  for  a  navy- yard  and  naval  depOt  in  the 
Bay  of  ^an  Francisco,  in  California,  or  neigh- 
boring waters,  and  establishing  a  navy-j'ard 
and  naval  d<*pdt  upon  the  most  approved  and 
economical  plan  on  the  site  so  obtained,  and 
cause  to  be  erected  a  foundcry,  machine-  shop, 
blacksmith's  shop,  boiler-shop,  engine  house, 
pattern-shop,  carpenter  shop,  and  store- house, 
and  for  the  purpoee  of  carrying  this  section  into 
oflbct 100,000  00 

#6,958,897  78 


By  the  act  makinfi^  appropnoHons  for  the  tup/port  qf 

the  Jlrmyfor  the  year  endtn;  the  l^trH^lA  efJune^ 

one  thotuand  eight  hundred  and  fifty -three. 

For  pay  of  the  Army 1,353,806  00 

For  commutation  of  officers' subsistence 576,044  00 

F  or  commutation  of  forage  for  officers*  horses.  ..105,504  Oo 
For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  for  officers' ser- 
vants   36,900  00 

For  expenses  of  recruiting 38^848  39 

For  three  months'  extra  pay  for  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  on 

re)$nlistmcnt 10,000  00 

For  subsistence  in  kind 1,047,185  00 

For  clothing  for  the  Armv,  camp  and  garrison 

eqnipage,  and  liorse  equipments 803,180  83 

For  the  regular  supplies  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  consisting  of  fuel,  forage  in  kind 
for  the  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  at  the  several  military 
posts  and  stations,  and  with  the  armies  in  the 
field ;  for  the  horses  of  the  first  and  second 
regiments  of  drogoons,  the  companies  of  light 
artillery,  the  regiment  of  mountedififlemcn, 
and  such  companies  of  infantry  as  may  be 
mounted,  and  also  for  tlie  authorized  number 
of  officers*  horses  when  serving  in  the  field  and 
at  the  outposts ;  of  straw  for  soldi«>rs'  bedding; 
and  of  stationery,  including  company  and  other 
blank  books  for  the  Army,  cenificates  for  dis- 
charged soldiers,  blank  forms  for  the  Pay  and 
Quartermaster's  Departments,  and  for  the 
printing  of  division   and  department  orders, 

Army  regulations,  and  reports. 1,160,000  00 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Quanermas- 
ter's  Department,  consisting  of  postage  on  let- 
ters and  packets  received  and  sent  by  officers 
of  ^9  Army  on  public  serviccf  expenses  of 
•oorta-nartlal  ana  oovta  of  Inquiry,  inclttding 


tbe  additional  compensation  to  judges-advo- 
cate, recorden,  members,  and  witnesses, 
while  on  that  service,  under  tlie  act  of  Marcb 
sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  two;  extra 
pay  to  soldiers  employed  under  the  direction  of 
tbe  Quartermaster's  Department  in  tbe  ereotioa 
of  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses,  and  hospl. 
tals;  the  construction  ofrmds,  and  other  con- 
stant labor  for  periods  of  not  less  than  ten  days, 
under  the  act  of  March  second,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen ;  expepses  of  expresses  to 
and  fWnn  the  frontier  posts  and  arniies  in  tbe 
field ;  of  escorts  to  paymasters,  other  disburs- 
ing officers  and  trains,  wben  military  escorts 
cannot  be  furnished;  expenses  of  the  interment 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers;  au- 
thorized office  fbmitnre ;  hire  of  laborers  in 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  inchiding 
hire  of  intEerpreters,  spies,  and  guides  for  the 
Army ;  compensation  of  clerks  to  officers  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department;  compensa- 
tion of  forage  and  wagon- roasters,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  ;  for  the  apprehension  of  deserters,  and 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  their  pursuit ;  the 
various  expenditures  required  for  the  first  and 
second  regiments  of  dragoons,  the  companies 
of  Kght  artillery,  tbe  regiment  of  mounted  rifle- 
men, and  such  companies  of  inflintry  as  may 
be  mounted,  including  the  purchase  of  travel- 
ing forges,  blacksmith's  and  shooing  tools, 
horse  and  mule  shn#«,iron,  hire  of  veterinary 
surgeons,  and  medicines  for  horses  and  mulesJUO,000 

For  fuel  and  quarters  for  officers  of  the  Army  serv- 
ing on  the  coast  survey,  the  payment  of  which 
is  no  longer  made  by  the  Quartennaster's  De- 
partment     4,500 

For  constructing,  repairing,  and  enla^ng  bar- 
racks, quarters,  ho^itals,  store- houses,  stables, 
wharves,  and  ways,  at  the  several  posts  and 
Army  depOts,  for  temporary  cantonments,  and 
the  authorized  furniture  for  barrack-rooms  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  gim- 
houses  for  the  protection  of  cannon,  including 
the  necessary  tools  and  materials  for  the  objects 
enumerated,  and  for  rent  of  quarters  and  offices 
for  ofllcers  and  barracks,  and  hospitals  for 
troops,  where  there  are  no  public  buildings  for 
their  accommodation ;  for  store- houses  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  military  stores,  and  of  grounds 
for  summer  cantonments  and  encampments.. .  400,000 

For  mileage  or  allowance  nuule  to  officers  for 
the  transportation  of  J^emselves  and  banptge, 
when  traveling  on  duly  without  troops 190,060 

For  transportation  of  the  Army,  including  the 
baggage  of  the  troops  when  moving  either  by 
land  or  water;  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  and  horse  equipments,  fVom  the  depGt 
at  Philadelphia  to  the  several  posts  and  Army 
depots;  of  subsistence,  fVom  the  pUces  of  pur- 
chase and  Oom  the  places  of  delivery,  under 
contract,  to  such  places  as  the  circuiitsta'hcea 
of  the  service  may  require  it  to  be  sent ;  of  ord- 
nance, ordnance  stores,  and  small -arms  from 
the  founderies  and  armories  to  the  arsenals, 
fortifications,  fh>ntier  posts,  and  Army  depAts ; 
freights,  tolls,  and  ferriages ;  for  the  purchase 
and  hire  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  wagons,  carts, 
drays,  ships,  and  other  sea -going  vessels  and 
boats,  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  and  for 
garrison  purposes ;  for  dray  age  and  cartage  at 
*tbe  several  posts ;  hire  of  teamsters ;  transpor- 
tation qf  Amds  for  tbe  pay  and  other  disbur«iaf 
departments;  the  expense  of  sailing  public 
transports  on  the  various  rivers,  tlie  Gulf  of  , 
Mexico,  and  the  Atlantic  and  Pacifie ;  and  for 
procuring  water  at  such  posts  as,  from  their  sit- 
uation, require  that  It  be  brought  from  a  dis- 
tance  1,500,660 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  required  for  tbe  first 
and  second  reciments  of  dragoons,  the  compa- 
nies of  light  artillery,  the  regiment  of  hiounted 
rifiemcn,  and  such  companies  of  infantry  as 
maybe  mounted 170,000* 

For  the  mndical  and  hospital  departments 51,670 

For armamentof tbrtificaiions 50,000 

For  ordnance  stores  and  supplies,  as  follows:  for 
procurement  of  side-arms  and  accoutrements 
for  artillenr,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  riflemen; 
materials  for  and  preparation  of  siege  and  field 
ammunition ;  wages  of  mechanics  engaged  In 
making  carriages,  implements,  eq|Uipments, 
harness,  kc.;  and  for  purchase  of  mi9e«>lla- 
neous  supplies  of  ordnance  stores  for  issue  to 
the  Army 65,000 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  ser- 
vice  100,000 

For  the  manuf)|eture  of  arms  at  the  nation^  ar- 
mories  850,000 

For  repairs  and  improvements  and  new  macbia- 
ery,at  Harper's  Ferry 88,950 

For  repairs  and  impovoments,  and  new  ma 
chinery,  at  Springfield  armory ^ ,  38,500 

For  arsenals , 66,965 

For  contlViuing  the  topographical  and  hydro- 
grapbical  survey  of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  such  investigations  as  may  lead  to  deter- 
mine tbe  most  practicable  plan  for  seetirinff  k 
fh>m  inundation , ,.,.....  8  ,060 

For  payment  to  Prisollla  D.  Twiggs  of  tbe  ameaat 
,of  tbe  pay  and  allowances  which  woald  have 
accrued  to  her  ron,  George  D.  Twiggs,  had  ho 
been  regularly  in  service  as  a  second  Heutean 
ant  of  infantry,  Aroro  the  first  day  of  Juno, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fom-^vvea,  the  date  oa 
which  be  left  the  United  Slatatf,  fo  the  twelfth 
of  August  in  the  same  year,  when  he  tMI  la  ^ 
batl|aaiibaN«aoiialRridfs,lfMclQO..,.,^^««       «i 
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e,300  00 


7,500  00 


lAght'Howei, 

For  eomplttiiic  Ibe  Ugbt-bouM  at  Sand  Ktf, 

Florida  V7..T: 44,l»81 

For  complatiof  the  ligbt-hoose  at  Chicafo,  Illi- 

noii 

For  arrearages  prior  to  Joty  first,  eigbteeir  ban- 
dred  and  fifteen,  payi^e  throuq^fa  the  office  of 
theTbird  Auditor,  mider  an  act  approved  May 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  in  addition 
to  an  unexpended  balance  of  tj»o  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  fourteen 
eents.  reuMining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  thlr- 
teentn  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
one 

That  the  extra  pay  to  the  commissioned  ofllcers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  United  States  serving 
in  Oregon  or  California  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  continued  in  force  for  one  year  from  the 
first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  and  that  the  provision  of  the  last-men- 
tioned act  be,  and  is  hereby,  extended  to  New 
Mexico  during  the  current  year,  provided  fbr 

by  this  section 30,000  00 

All  the  unexpended  balances  remaining  of  sums 
appropriated  for  fortifications,  and  now  liable 
to  reveit  to  the  surplus  fund,  are  hereby  re-ap- 
propriated  [Indefinite.] 

For  the  pay  and  equipment  as  mounted  riflemen, 
finding  their  own  horses  and  forage,  of  the  vol- 
unteers serving  under  the  command  of  Captain 
John  C.  Prtaiont«  in  California,  during  the  year 
I  el^teen  hundred  and  forty-six,  as  appears  by 
the  muster-rolls  on  file  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  for  the  subsistence  and  supplies  con- 
sumed by  said  volunteers  in  said  service 168,000  00 

For  the  expenses  of  said  board  of  officers  to  ex- 
amine claims  for  subsistence  and  forage  Hir- 

nished  in  California 2,000  00 

Pay  to  each  of  the  survivors,  or  to  the  heirs  of 
those  who  have  died,  of  the  Seminole  warriors 
who  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States  at  Fort  Brooke,  in  December,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-five,  an  amount  equal 
to  three  months'  pay  and  allowances  of  a  pri- 
vate soldier  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States..  3,870  00 
To  refund  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  the 
amount  of  money  advanced  and  transportation 
Airnished  to  volunteers  from  that  State  during 

the  late  war  with  Mexico 9,388  53 

For  reminding  to  the  State  of  Michigan  fiio 
amount  advanced  by  said  State,  in  organising, 
subsisting,  and  transporting  volunteers,  pre- 
vious to  uieir  l>eiog  mustered  into  me  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  late  war  with 

Mexico 20,000  00 

To  pay  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, such  Rums  of  money  as  were  paid  by 
said  State,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty - 
eight,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  and 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  for  services,  losses, 
and  damages  sustained  by  her  volunteers  in  the 
Florida  war  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
aix.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight,  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  on  their  re- 
turn from  said  service,  as  were  ascertained 
and  allowed  by  a  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  bv  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  said  State  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
lairty-eeven [Indefinite^ 

$6,326,083  82 


For  postage  stamps 90,000  00 

For  the  publication  of  twenty-five  thousand  copies 
of  the  la%rs  and  regulations  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  for  arrears  on  the  table  of  post 

offices 7,000  00 

To  enable  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for 
the  transporting  the  mail  by  steamboat  from 
the  Lake  House  to  New  Iberia,  on  the  route  six 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen,  (him  Don- 
aldsoaville  to  Washington,  In  the  State*  of 
Louisiana 7/M)0  00 

^  7,134,500  00 


By  the  act  making  appropriaHonsJ^  Kght-houseSt  lights 
boats,  bupys^  Epc,  and  providing  for  the  ertetian  and 
ettabltMhnunt  of  the  Mine,  and  for  other  pwrposa* 

Maine* 


1 1 


Jiet  nuJeing  ai^opriationa  for  the  urviee  qf  the  Post 

Office  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 

■  dirtieth  qf  June,  one  thousamd  eight  hundred  and 

fifty-three,  and  for  other  purposes. 

For  transportation  of  the  mails 4,100,000  00 

For  compensation  to  postmasters,  including  the 
additional  compensation  authorized  bpr  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates 
of  postage,  approved  third  March,  one  tbou- 

aand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one 2,022,000  00 

For  compensation  to  postmasters,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  sum  of  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  ap- 
propriated for  tiie  fiscal  year  ending  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  and  the  estimated  amount  of  their  com- 
penpation  for  the  same  year,  including  the  ad- 
ditional allowances  authorized  by  Uie  sixth 
■section  of  the  act  of  third  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  reducing  the 

rates  of  postage.....^ 147,000  00 

For  clerks  in  the  offices  of  postmasters 430,000  00 

For  ship,  steamboat,  and  way-letters *  40,000  00 

For  wrapping  pepper 40,000  00 

For  office  furniture  for  the  offices  of  postmasters.     9,000  00 

For  advertising 70,000  00 

For  mail  bags ."SOjOOO  03 

For  blanks 45,000  00 

For  mail-locks,  keys,  and  stamps 10,000  00 

For  mail  depredations  and  special  agents 45,000  00 

To  the  late  Asalstant  Postmaster  General,  for  his 
aervicei  performed  by  direction  of  the  Post- 
■laater  General,  subsequent  to  the  first  of  April, 
eighteen  hiuidred  and  fifty-one,  when  his  res* 
Ignation  took  efltect,  in  the  organization  of  the 
mail  servifls  in  Califomia,  approved  by  the 
joint  resolution  "  to  legalixe  certain  cootracta 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  California 
and  Or^oo,"  approved  January  the  thirteench, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  to  settie 

andpaybisexpeoaee MgO  00 

Far wir Bllineona ixema,*** SN^MOOO 


For  a  light-house  on  the  Nubble,  Cape  Neddlch, 
York 

For  a  dumb  beacon  on  Haddock's  Lolge,  in  Pe- 
nobscot bay 

For  Jones's  fttg-bells,  to  be  placed  at  Cape  Eliza- 
beth, Sequin,  Whitehead,  and  West  Quoddy- 
head  light-houses 

For  the  erection  of  a  beacon  on  Logey's  Ledge, 
in  Portsmouth  harbor,  in  addition  to  an  appro- 

Sriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  by  the  act  of 
eptember  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty w«k 

For  two  sparobuoys  on  the  Esttem  and  Western 
Sisters,  at  the  entrance  of  Piscataqna  river. . . 

For  rebuildioff  the  light  house  and  keeper's  house 
on  Boon  Island 

For  a  beacon  on  Steel's  Ledge, in  Penobscot  bay 

For  a  lit ht-house  at  the  easteriy  end  of  the  thor- 
oughfare between  North  Haven  and  Vinalha- 
ven,  or  on  Heron  Neck 

For  beacons,  buoys,  and  spindles  at  points  on  the 
Kennebeck  river 

For  Jones's  fog- bell,  to  be  placed  near  the  light- 
house at  Petit  Menan 

For  buoys  to  be  placed  on  Old  Man 's  Ledge,  at  the 
entrance  of  Penobscot  bay 

For  the  erection  of  beacons  on  a  reef  of  ledges  at 
the  entrance  of  Camden  harbor,  one  near  Ne- 

!rro  Island,  and  one  near  Northeast  Point,  and 
or  placing  buoys  on  other  ledges  in  said  harbor 

For  the  erection  of  beacons  or  spiadles  and  pla- 
cing of  buoys  on  the  ledges  at  the  entrance  of 
Nafaguagus  harbor 

For  the  erection  of  a  harbor  light  on  a  point  of 
land  lying  west  of  the  entrance  of  Buck's  har- 
bor, in  Breoksville 

For  tne  erection  of  beacons,  buojrs,  and  spindles 
between  Owlshead  and  Whitehead  light- 
houses, and  through  Muscle  Ridge  channel .... 

For  the  erection  of  four  buoys  at  Goldsborough, 
at  the  following  places :  one  on  the  southeast 
point  of  Calf  Island ;  one  on  the  western  point 
of  the  Middle  Ground,  off  Stone  Island ;  one 
on  Half-Tide  Ledge,  and  one  on  a  sunken  rock 
at  the  entrance  of  Flanders  bay 

For  repairing  or  constructing  the  stone  beacon 
on  Buck  Ledge,  Penobscot  river 

AVto  Hampshire. 

For  a  beacon  on  Wiley's  Ledge,  and  a  spar-buoy 
on  Half- Way  Rock,  in  the  harbor  of  Ports- 
mouth..  

JUastachusetts. 

For  a  light-boat  near  Succonesset  Shoal,  north 
channel  Vineyard  Sound 

For  three  buoys  in  Holmes's  Hole  harbor 

For  the  erection  of  a  beacon  and  the  repair  of 
beacons,  and  for  buoys  in  the  harbor  of  Ne^r- 
burypoTt 

For  a  beacon  on  Fawn  bar,  near  Deer  Island,  in 
Boston  harbor,  in  addition  to  the  former  appro- 
priation   

For  two  iron  spindles  on  the  northeast  ledge  of 
the  Graves,  and  on  Harding's  Ledge,  in  Boston 
harbor,  in  addition  to  the  former  appropriation 

For  a  light-boat  near  Killpond  bar,  or. a  light 
bouse  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  as  on  exantination 
may  be  thought  most  expedient 

For  a  spar-buoy  on  Bibb  Rock,  near  Wenflcet 
harbor 

For  a  buoy-boat  on  Great  Rip 

For  a  buoy-boat  on  Sand  Shoal,  near  north  end 
of  Bass  Rip 

For  a  first-class  light-vessel  to  be  moored  on  or 
near  the  New  South  shoal  ofi*  Nantucket,  lo 
be  built  under  the  direction  of  a  competent 
naval  architect,  and  fitted  with  a  life-boat,  du- 

{»licate  moorings,  and  a  fog-bell,  the  illuminat- 
ng  apparatus  to  be  of  large  size  parabolic  re- 


5,000  00 
500  00 

10,000  00 


For  a  U^t-veaael  to  be  moored  c^Minofs  I^odge, 
until  me  proposed  Ught-houae  on  aaid  ledge  oe 
leted * 


conpU 


ie,ooooo 


Bhode  Island. 


ssooo 


For  an  iron  can-buoy  to  be  placed  on  a  rock  in 
the  channel  leading  from  Narragansett  Bay  to 
Nanaquacket  pond. 

For  a  dolphin  or  buoy  to  be  placed  on  the  souUi 
point  of  Goat  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Newport.       150  00 

For  the  preaervatioa  of  the  light-house  and<Uko- 
wall  at  Ooat  Island,  Newport  harbor 3,500  00 


500  00 

160  00 

35,000  00 
1,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

2,500  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

3,500  00 

4,000  00 

Cofinecttctil. 

For  a  light-hooae  on  the  Long  Wharf,  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  Haven 500  00 

Aetp  York. 

For  a  light-bouse  on  Point  Au  Roche,  on  the 
west  nde  of  Lake  Champlain 5,000  00 

For  six  spar- buoys  in  Hudson  river,  between  Al- 
bany and  Troy 480  00 

For  a  beacon-light  on  Black  Rock  pier 800  00 

To  repidr  or  rebuild  the  foundation  of  the  Hot- 
house on  the  breakwater  at  Oswego 5,000  00 

For  Jones's  fog  bells,  to  be  placed  at  the  Sandy 
Hooir  and  Thnge^B  Neck  lighthouses 5,000  00 

For  a  new  light-inip  to  take  the  place  of  that 
now  moored  ofl*  Sandy  Hook 90,000  00 

For  completing  the  light  house  on  Gardner's  19- 
land,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  by  the  act  of  March  thirdt 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one 1,000  00 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  the  sand -spit  in  the  har- 
bor ofSag-Harbor,  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  seven  hundred  dollars  made  by  the  ^ct 
of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one.       450  00 

For  three  buoys  to  mark  the  entrance  of  Stony 
Brook  harbor,  Long  Island •        300  00 

For  the  repair  of  the  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Genesee 
river,  and  the  erection  of  a  beacon-light  on  the 
same 2,800  00 

For  tiie  erection  of  three  small  beaeon-lights  oti 
the  Hudson  river ;  one  at  die  south  point  of 
the  Island,  oast  of  Barren  Island,  one  at  the 
north  point  of  the  Island  opposite  and  east  of 
Coejrman's  bar,  and  one  on  the  point  of  the  ^ 
Idand  at  the  mouth  of  Schodack  channel  and 
opposite  Mull  Rocks 

For  ten  additional  spar  buoys  in  the  bay  of  New 
York .-. 

For  a  sptonel  or  beacon  to  be  placed  on  the  ex- 
treme eastern  point  of  the  north  fork  of  Long 
Island 

^fhc  Jersey. 

For  a  monumeat  on  Mill  Reef,  in  Kill  Van  Kill 
passage 

For  ean -buoys,  to  be  placed  in  the  inlet  leading 
in  Littie  Egg  harbor 

For  a  beacon  to  be  placed  on  the  shoal  in  New- 
ark bay,  known  as  the  West  Oyster  bed,  and 
bug-Ui^ts  on  the  Elbow  beacon,  and  Set  off 
pmnt)  and  for  replacing  the  fog  bell  at  the 
200  00         Passaic  light-house 

For  one  buoy  in  New  Inlet,  Great  Egg  harbor, 
500  00        and  tiiree  buoys  in  Hereford 

Maryland, 

For  a  fog-bell  to  be  erected  at  Che  light  house  on 
Seven-foot  knoll,  at  the  mouth  of  Patapsco 

800  00         river 

For  six  spar-bott3rs  to  be  placed  in  Pocomoke 
sound  and  the  entrance  of  Chesamissig  harbor. 
For  a  beacon-light  to  be  placed  at  Fort  Soliers, 
12,000  00         on  the  Patamco  river,  when  said  fort  shall  be 

300  00         so  fbr  completed  as  to  receive  the  same 

For  a  buoy  to  be  placed  over  a  wreck  in  Hooper's 

straits,  in  Chesapeake  bay 

2,000  00  For  a  bell  to  be  placed  on  one  of  the  light  boats 
In  Cliesapeake  bay,  to  be  designated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury... 

!»«» W  Mchigan. 

For  buoys  in  Saginaw  bay  and  at  ihe  mouth  of 

eOOO  00         Saginaw  river • 

For  a  beacon-light  on  Round  Island,  in  Lake  Su- 

I       perior,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  St.  Marie . 

12.000  00  '    For  the  repair  and  the  removal  of  the  light-lKuise 

i  r*   and  keeper's  house  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton 

75  00         river.onLake  St.  Clair 

500  00      For  a  light-bouse  at  the  mouth  of  South  Black 

river. 
500  00 


1,500  00 
500  00 

3,000  09 

4,000  90 
1,000  00 


3,000  00 
900  00 


level  of  the  sea  will  permit 30,000  00 

For  Jones's  fog-bells  at  Baker's  Island,  at  the 
entrance  of  Salcm  harbor,  and  at  Race  Point, 
CapeCod 5,000  00 

Fro  a  buoy  to  be  placed  on  a  rock  in  the  Vine- 
yard sound,  near  Point  Gammon  light-house . .       120  00 

For  a  buoy  to  be  placed  over  a  sunken  vessel,  at 
Succonesset  Point 120  00  ' 

Towards  the  erection  of  a  light  house  of  gran- 
ite, iron,  or  a  combination  of  both,  on  the  outer 
Minot  Ledge,  at  the  entrance  of  Boston  bar-    ., 
bur,  upon  a  plan  to  be  approved  by  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau 80,Q00  0(i 

For  four  spar- buoys  in  the  harbor  of  New  Bed- 
ford        300  OU 


9,500  00 
480  00 

1,500  09 
80  00 

200  OO 

800  00 
4,000  00 

5,000  00 
5,000  00 

500  00 
5,008  09 

5,000  00 


frtJCOfWfl. 

For  spar-buoys  at  the  entrance  of  Neenah  or  Fox 
river ........v.. 

For  a  light  house  at  the  northern  outlet  of  Win- 
nebago lake.... 

For  the  removal  of  the  light-house  at  Milwau- 
kie,  and  rebuilding  the  same  at  ami  on  the 
Doiui  point  of  Milwaukle  bay 

Ohio. 

For  a  light  house  or  range  lishto  at  or  near  the 
head  of  Maumee  bay,  or  the  mouth  of  Mau- 
mee  river 5,000  00 

For  buoys  at  the  ledge  betweea  Wesi  Sister 
Island  and  the  entrance  of  Maumee  bay .  .^ . . .       300  00 

For  tfie  repair  of  the  light-house,  pier,  and  pier- 
head in  the  harbor  of  Huron,  on  which  the 
lighthouse  is  built 8/)00  00 

For  renewing  the  light  at  Vermifion  harbor,  and  ^ 

repahinc  tie  pier  on  which  it  is  placed 3,000  00 

Delaware, 
For  six  spar-^moys  to  be  placed  in  the  Delaware 
bay,  fkomBfahooriverio  tiie  opper  point  of  the        __ 
kBOwa  ■•  t^e  Sheaia 480  00 
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Por  the  coDstnicttoQ  oftwo  ke-bretkerf.  for  ttie 
protection  of  th«  Hxht  hoane  od  (he  tfrandy- 
wioe fihoal,  io  the  Delaware  bay «...    3,600  00 

For  marking  Joe  Ftofger  aboal,  In  the  Ddaware 
bar,  with  firat  claaa  mtn-buoya  aad  ean-bovt, 
toMcomtmctedand  ^aeed  la  their  poijiion 
wider  ihe  direction  of  the  Buperfmendwl  of 
tiM  Coast  Survey 3,000  00 

Vtrgtnia. 

Tvr  two  spar- bouyt  at  Chincoteacue  inlet 160  00 

Fte  two  spar-buoy*  to  be  placed  at  Metompkln 

ialcl V 100  00 

For  a  lifht-boat  at  PMieoicaflue  creek,  or  a  lifM- 

liouM  to  be  b«iilt  oa  a'poist  of  laiul  adjoiaing 

said  dreck,  as  aball  Ifb  lOtiad  okost  expedient 

oa^xamiaallon '. 10,000  00 

For  9>e  parcbare  of  ia' site  aiid  the  erecticm  of  a 
t!Jiffht-hotwe  on  ^ea^  ^tJfksA,  in  the  Potoranc 

liver,  near  Al^andria 5,000  00 

For  Jooe^'^  fof-^lle,  to  be  placed  at  Assateague, 

Smith  *s  falan^  and  Cape  Henry  lUtbt  housea    7,500  00 

For  a  beacon  <m  White  Shoal,  James  river 1,000  00 

For  ha»roiC,U(hb  on  Oay'a  Point,  on  tha  Point 

of  ShoaJ^atfil  onJonoian's  Point,  James  rivar  15,000  00 
T*fr  a  beacon  ilflu  on  the  shore  opposite  Lyon 'a 

CieeksfaoaJs 5,000  00 

For  afti^.biidyon  the  tail  of  the  florae  shoe 

gfcoal,  in  Chesapeake  bay 500  00 

For  two  spa^-bvpys  to  be  placed  at  White  Point 

anlEtbow  P«loty  in  Mushapiafo  b«y 180  00 

For  two  ipar  buoys  to  be  placed  to  buoy  otit 

Occnoonnock  creek 100  00 

Xorth  Cmronna. 

For  Jones  *Blbf>beB  to  be  pineed  near  BaM  Head 
B^htHnel  at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  river   9,000  00 

Far  a  harbor  tif^-lioaae  on  the  eavtem  point  of 
Bote  Bahksjpht  the  eauaoee  of  Beaufort  har- 


bor. 
For  tw^  buofca-lB  be  placed  in  the  month  of  AUi- 

faiorrfrfr,  in  Albemarle  sound 

Tof  i  bopy  lo  be  inteeed  oo  the  northeast  end  of 

Fa{kcT^shonl,.ij|-Groatan  sound 

Far  b»oys  to  be  pUeed  in  North  river,  in  the 

eoaaty  of  Currituck 

For  a  ffst  class  life-boat,  to  be  moored  on  Fry  inf • 
pn  ilwala,  to  be  b«ilt  on  the  most  approved 
ptaa  and  model,  under  the  direction  of  a  cnro- 
Mtsnt  naval  architect,  and  fitted  with  a  lifb- 
Bsai,  dwpticate  moorniffi,  and  Ibg-belL  the 
gn«inniiig  apparatus  to  be  composed  or  large 
■zed  parabolic  reflectors  and  Argand  lamps, 

» l»od«ee  a  tight  properly  distinguished 

For  filar  buoys  to  mark  the  two  channels  over  the 

fr3rtng-pan  shoals 

Psr  ths  second  elaaa  buoya  to  martc  the  Main  and 
Oak  Iriand  chaonela  leading  into  the  Capa 
Fesr  iiver,iandditioii  to  the  buoys  now  au- 
terized  to  be  constructed  and  located  under 
ite  Anection  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Cssst  Survey 

Ftr  u  hidlow  iron  buoys  for  the  waten  of  Cape 
P«r 

f«  a  Wg-boat  to  be  moored  at  Cape  Roman 

AoaJ 

tvK  %taAa(lMit  to  be  placed  on  the  batteiy  in 

^bttte«(Gharieston 

P«(  AncisQa^Mm  to  be  moored  at  the  entrance 

^ibe  baiter  of  Georgetown 

Far  nrs  kaeoa  sr  Jinge  lights  on  South  Island 

Pool,  mtf  OBC  feeacon  or  range  light  on  K^rth 

MMi  isiaafe  arith  the  main  11^  at  the  en- 

naeesfGecMgetown  harbor 

.A^^iobama. 
For  as  HOB  leaHngi^H^oy,  with  heavy  moor- 
ingif  sad  ia  every  reapect  complete,  Ibr  the 
eamaee  of  Mobile  bay. .'.'.. '.  .'.V .-; . . ;%  v. 

Far  fu  large  iron  can  and  nun-  biiby8,na1te  pnflK 
eify  iiNiaguished,  and  to  be  moored  at  points 
9ff  ibe  west  bank,  the  middle  ground,  and  the 
toodiirert  point  of  the  Spit 

For  a  buoy  oo  the  northwest  end  of  Northwest 
FeiicaB  Shoal... • 

For  Ibar  wooden  beacons,  fitted  with  sixth  order 
Fra»el  lenses,  or  witn  a  single  twenty-one- 
iacb  parabolic  relleclltr  each,  to  be  erected  on 
Saadblaad  and  Mobile  Point 

For  a  screw-pile  beacon  on  Revenue  Point. ..... 

Fot  tke  erection  of  a  light-house  at  or  near  the 
tatnmttot  East  Paseagoula  river,  instead  of  a 
fmaer  appropria^n.... '........ 

For  a  bgbi  house  on  the  west  end  of  Ship  Island, 
bdaf  a  renewal  of  a  formed  appn^Miation  for 
this  parpoae... 

For  Biae  buoys  in  Cat  and  Ship  Island  harbor«.. 

Lonmanm, 

Fortbe  examination  and  survey  of  Ship  Shoal 
aad  Racoob  Point,  on  jhe  coast  of  Lbnisiana, 
wtthjefcieiic»  to  tne  location  and  eiectioit  of  a 
ligbi-bousc  and  the  procuring  a  plan  for  the  same 

For  three  spar  buoys  to  mark  the  channel  of  a  har^ 
bor  of  refuge  at  Horn  Island  Pass  MississippL. 

Fhrida. 
Far  four  iron  can  and  nun  buMrs,  one  to  be  placed 
oa  die  end  «7f  Sandborayoif  Soldier  Key,  and 
three  tn  mark  the  channel  through  Boca  Grande 


5)000  00 

900  00 

60  00 

100  00 


30,000  00 
1,000  00 


1,000  00 
1,390  00 

3,500  00 
500  00 
630  00 

5,000  00 

4,000  00 

9,106<«l 
900  00 


4,000  00 
3,000  00 


5,000  00 

19,000  00 
1,800  00 


3,000  00 
940  <N) 


Fera  flrst-clsas  light  howe  nearCoflltta'  Patches, 
fltf  Dry  Bank,  half  way  between  Carysibrt  R*f 
aud  Sand  Key  Light,  to  be  constructed,  ^f^jffit 
ibe  direetioo  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  shd 
fined  with  the  most  approved  illuminating  ^ 
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35,000  00 


For  a  huge  boat  on  Sea-horse  Reef. 960  00 

For  fhree  hollow  iron  buoys  to  be  moored  in  Ihe 
channel  leading  into  a  harbor  recently  dhMov- 
sredon  Flodda  Be^>  about  Ian  miles  south  of 
CapeFloada , 700  00 

For  a  beacon  on  Rebecca  Shoal,  between  Mar- 
4|uesas and  Dry  Tortugas  Keys 10,000  00 

For  securing  the  liffht- house  at  the  mouth  of  St. 
John  river,  Florida , 10,000  00 

TeMOS. 

For  a  ligfat-baat  to  be  moored  at  Aransas  Pass, 
or  a  light  house,  as  may  be  deemed  most  ex- 
pedient upon  fhrther  examination,  and  for 
channel  buoys  In  said  channel>  and  a  buoy  at 
Dollar  Point,  in  addition  to  the  sum  appropri- 
ated fhr  a  light-house  at  said  Point 9,500  00 

For  constructing  three  small  or  harbor  Ifght- 
hooses  in  Galveston  bay,  namely :  one  at  Red 
Fish  Bar,  one  at  Cloppcr*s  Bar,  and  one  at 
Half  Moon  Shoal,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
(twenty  thousand  dollars)  already  appropriated 
ibr  a  light-house  on  Red  Fish  Bar 5j000  00 

For  large  buoys  to  be  placed  on  stmken  roeka,  in 
the  bay  of  San  Prandseo 1,000  00 

For  a  beacon  at  Humboldt's  harbor,  near  North 
Spit 5,000  00 

For  a  light-house  at  the  harbor  at  La  Pointe,  on 
Lake  Superior 5,000  00 

For  the  erection  of  a  light  house  at  Santa  Cruz, 
Calilhmia. 30,000  00 

For  the  completion  of  light  houses  in  California 
and  Oregon 190,000  00 

For  light- boats  and  other  means  for  rendering  as- 
sistance to  wrecked  mariners  and  others  on  die 
coast  of  the  United  States 10,000  00 

For  testina  the  appasAlusof  Wilfon  and  Meaoh> 
am,  fbr  illuminating  light  houses 1,000  00 


0700,145  00 


By  the  rtioltUUm  to  authorize  the  continuance  (f  the 

W9rk  upon  ike  two  wimgi  of  Ihe  CapUol, 
For  the  continuance  of  die  work  on  the  two 
wings  of  the  Capitol 500,000  00 

By  the  act  for  the  reU^qf  Edward  Everett, 

For  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Quarterasaa* 
ter*s  Department  at  San  Antonio,  from  October 
fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  Ibrty-six,  to 
June  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  f<>rty- 
seven 007  50 

By  the  act  ftfr  the  relUf  tf  the  Y\irgMa 
WooU9^  Company. 

The  amount  returned  by  the  United  States  flroro 
the  said  company  Ibr  an  alleged  noncoropli- 
auce  with  a  contract  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  and  said  company,  on  or  about 
the  tenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  for  the  delivery  of  one 
hundred  thousand  yards  of  cloth #6,005  00 

By  the  act  fin-  the  retirfqfRt^  Dwinel, 

To  be  paid  to  Rufns  Dwinel 13,037  79 

By  the  aet  for  the  relitfof  LUutenant  Colonel 

MUcheU,  qfthe  8taU  qfJdissouri. 

The  payment  of  said  judgment  in  Ihvor  of  said 
Harmony,  rendered  in  the  State  of  Rfjssoorl, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  is  herebv  authorised,  to 
liquidate  and  satisfy  said  Judgment,  damagea.  , 
andeosts [tndefinite.| 

By  the  aet  fbr  the  relitfof  Jamee  Ferguson, 

twrviving  partner  qfthe  firm  tfFergUMon 

S^MUhmua. 

For  the  amount  alleged  to  have  been  paid  by 
them  in  dischaigb  of  their  bond  given  the  Uni- 
ted States,  dated  May  twennr-second,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-eight,  for  duties  on  one 
hundred  and  forty  two  h<^heads  of  molasaes, 
which  were  destroyed  by  fire,  while  in  puUle 
store,  on  the  fburteenth  day  of  June,  eighteen 
Imndredand  fbrty  eight 735  00 

^y  the  aet  for  the  reUtfqf  WilHamSt  St(^t 

.\.  imd  WilUams. 

For  tke  duty  paid  by  them  on  one  hundred  and 
twent)'-Qne  hogsheads  of  sugar,  which  were 
destroyed,  by  fire,  while  in  the  puMie  store,  in 
the  city'of  Jvorfblk  aforesaid,  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  J  If  ue,.  eighteen  hundred  and  fbrty-eight, 
which  i|nnn  were  imported  by  them  into  the 
port  of  Nbcf^Ht  on  or  about  the  sixth  day  of 
June,  «ighigalf  •hundred  and  fbrty  eight 1,156  50 

By,  the  aet  fti^treHef  qf  Theodore  C^.  - 

Fpr  the  Taiii4l^oCf*bay  mare,  the  property  of  aaid 
Ofiftit,  wlifMnih&s  turned  over  for  the  use  of  the 

-  Gdvennnnpt  by  his  commanding  officer,  Cap- 
tain >9U^ Pollard,  without  authority 80  00 

Ifgibe  act  for  the  relitfof  Jame$  Lewit. 

FbMttb  amount  recommended  to  be  paid  to  him 
i,^9^  witness  fees  and  milnage,  by  the  United 
'Sutes  district  court  for  ttie  eastern  district  ot 
Virginia 310  00 

By  (he  aet  for  the  relitftfJane  hwin. 
To  be  paid  Jane  Irwin,  the  only  child  of  Colonel 
Jared  Irwin,  who  served  in  the  Georgia  State 
troops,  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
revolutioimry  war,  as  an  equivalent  for  ser- 
1     vices  rendered  and  loaaes  sustained  by  him, 


y 


the  half|N^r  of  a  captain,  fbr  the  period  of 
thtrty-flve  yearB,  without  interest [tndeflnlta.) 

By  (he  act  fin- the  reUeftf  WiUiam  Qreer, 

To  pay  to  Wmiam  Gfeer,'Wifh  legal  inten*«t 
thereno,  from  July,  eighteen hundrni  and  forty- 
three,  it  bating  in  full  payment  of  monejrs  by 
him  at  th^t  time  advanced  to  the  United  Statea        60  9f 

By  the  ad  for  the  relitf  tf  miUam  8. 

Payne, 

For  the  amouot  of  fine  imposed  on  him,  and  by 
him  paid  to  the  collector  at  Tappahaonock,  for 
neglecting  to  renew  the  license  on  the  VMsel 
Williara  Page,  in  the  year  eighteen  httndred 
and fbrtynlae SO  00 

By  the  aet  for  the  reRtf  tf  Chietavus  J9.  De 
Rusty  f  late  Jieting  Purser  in  the  Mtvy, 

For  the  balance  of  compensation  to  which  be  is 
entitled  (br  hfs  eervices  f  n  the  capacity  afbre- 
adhl JOB  00 

By  the  aetfor  the  relitf  tf  the  tegtdreprtseniO'        ^ 
tiwstfJamesC  Watson, tfCtitrguL 

For  the  amount  paid  by  him,  under  the  saaMirm 
of  the  Indian  agents  to  certain  Creek  warriors 
for  rtaves  captured  by  said  warriors,  While 
they  were  In  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes 
against  the  Seminole  IndlBBs  in  Florida. . . . .[ladattnilt. 

By  ihe  aet  gramting  relief  to  John  •! . 
MeQaw,  tfMw  York, 

For  demurrMe  of  the  ahlA  Charlotte,  at  Vina 
Cruz,  Mexico,  while  In  the  service  of  tha  Uni- 
ted States^ 1^  op 

By  the  act  for  the  rtlitftfJohn  Moore  WhiU, 
Wot  the  seven  years*  half  pay  to  which  Ma)or 
White  would  have  been  entitled,  had  he  not 
died  befbre  a  resolve  of  Congress  passed  the 
twenty-fburth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty [Indefinite.] 

By  the  act  for  the  reUtftfMrs,  Margaret  Het" 
ml,  widow  and  administratrix  of  A,  R. 
Hetult  late  jSbsistant  (luartermaster  in  the 
Army  tf  the  UnUed  StaUs, 

For  the  amount  claimed  by  him  in  the  aecotint 
rendered  by  him  for  a  part  of  the  third  quarter 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight, 
and  which  was  disaUo  wed  at  the  Treasury ....  19)080  74 

By  the  act  for  the  relitf  tf  Mrs,  Mary  A,  Da- 
vis, widowtf  DmM  W,  Davis, 

For  the  amount  paid  by  her  to  employ  aubetl- 
tute  fbr  her  late  husband  during  his  Ulneas,  and 
wliile  he  was  a  deik  in  the  paynwster*s  de- 
partment        too  00 

iy  the  aotfsr  the  relitf  tfZ,  F,  Johnson, 

For  the  necessary  and  proper  personal  expensea 
incurred  by  him  at  San  Francisco,  Calilbmia, 
while  awaiting  duty,  under  orders,  aud  com- 
pelled to  live  on  shore,  between  the  twentieth 
day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  and  the  twenty  first  day  of  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fbrty  nine [Indefinite.] 

II.— OPPICBI  CRBATBO»  AND  THB  lALAEIBf  TBBBS- 
•  OF. 

By  the  aet  to  provideforthe  appokUmeni  tfa  St^perin- 
letuiefi<(//ndtan^atrtinOa/i^bmia.  (C*.  11.) 

A  Superintendent  of  Indian  Aflhirs  authorised  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  Stale  of  Califbmia,  at  an  annual  salary  of 
#4.000. 

A  clerk  anthoriaed  for  Ihe  same,  at  an  annual  salary  of 
f9,500. 

ByUktaei  toestablish  a  branch  tfthe  Mint  tfthe  Uni' 

Ud  Statu  in  Caltfomia,  (CA.54.) 

One  superintendent,  at  an  annual  salary  of  #4,500. 
One  treasurer,  at  an  annual  salary  of  #4,500. 
One  assayer,  at  an  annual  salary  of  #3,000. 
One  melter,  at  an  annual  salary  of  |^,000. 
One  refiner,  at  annual  salary  of  #3,UO0. 
One  coiner,  at  an  aimual  salary  of  #3,000. 

Clerks  and  workmen  to  be  appointed,  whose  compensa- 
tion Shan  be  such  as  are  "  customary  and  reasonable.'* 

By  the  aet  to  establiJi  additional  Umd  districts  in  the 
8taU  tf  fVisconsin,    {Ch,  75.) 

Two  registers  and  two  receivers  to  be  appointed,  whose 
compensation  shall  be  the  same  as  in  other  casea. 

By  the  actio  provide  for  exeeuHw  thepMic  printing, 
and  establishing  the  prices  thereof,  and  for  other 
purposes,     (Ch,  91.) 

A  Superintendent  of  the  Putdic  Printing,  at  aa  annua  1 
salary  of  #9,500.  ' 

A  public  printer  to  he  elected  by  each  House  of  Congress, 
whose  compensation  for  work  executed  shall  be  in  canlorm- 
ity  to  the  ratea  specified  in  the  act. 

By  the  aet  to  create  an  additional  land  qffiee  in  the 

Territory  tf  Minnesota,    (Ch,  103.) 

A  register  and  receiver  authoriaed,  who  shall  be  enHiled 
to  the  oompensation  authorised  in  other  cases. 

By  f^  act  authorizing  imported  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  entered  and  bonded  for  warehousing, 
in  pursuance  tflaw,  to  be  exported  by  certain  routes 

*    to  ports  or  places  in  Mexico, 
Four  inspectors  of  the  customs,  authorized  to  receive 

each  aa  annual  salary  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
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BuUuaeilo  create  ^ree  •dJUiumal  Umd  dittrieti  m 
the  SlaU  rf  Iowa.    (Ch,  77.) 

'  TbrM  ra(toteri  and  three  peceiven  aailioriBed  to  be  ap- 
pointed, wbo  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  kc.,  pro- 
vided in  other 


"By  anactto  amend  an  act  etUilUd  **^n  act  to  provide 

for  Ihe  better  seeunty  of  the  lives  of  pamngers  on 

hoard  qf  vesnU  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 

'tteam,**  and  for  other  pvarposes.    {Ch.  106.) 

Nine  SHpervlsiiiff  inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  Uie  advice  and  consent  ofthe  Senate,  each 
of  whom  to  receive  an  annual  salary  of  ftlleeo  hundred 
dollart,  in  addition  to  bis  actual  reasonable  traveling  ex- 


Bjf  an  act  making  appropriations  for  light-houses, 
tight-boats,  buoys,  ifc,  and  providing  for  the  eree- 
t&n  and  establishment  of  the  same^  and  for  other 
(Ch,  113.) 


A  Light  House  Board  authorised  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  composed  of  two  oflicersof  the  Navy,  one  officer 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineera  of  the  Arm^^  one  officer  of  the 
Topographical  Engineers,  and  two  civiUans :  the  Secretary 
of  tlie  Treasury  to  be ««  oMdo  president  of  the  board ;  the 
United  States  to  constitute  twelve  distriets.  and  an  olficer 
of  the  Army  or  Navy  to  be  assinied  as  a  fight- house  in- 
spector to  eaefa  district;  ibe  legiD  allowance  <br  traveling 
expenses  to  be  made  to  the  persons  appointed  as  officers  of 
the  Lif^t- House  Board,  and  a^inspectors,  but  no  other  ad- 
dition to  their  pay  as  officen  or  the  Anny  and  Navy. 

By  the  a^  to  constitute  Mon,  in  (he  State  qf  Illinois^ 
a  port  <f  delivery.    {Ch.  144.) 

One  surveyor  ofthe  customs  to  be  appointed  fbr  the  port 
of  Alton,  to  receive  the  salary  and  emoluments  provided  by 
an  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March.  1831. 

A  surveyor  ofthe  customs  to  be  appointed  (br  each  ofthe 
ftwowtng  ports,  vfx:  Burlington  in  Iowa;  Oalena.in  Tl- 
linois ;  and  Knoxvilie  in  Tennessee,  to  reeeiveCthe  salaries 
and  eanoluments  of  surveyors  provided  for  in  the  act  of  Sd 
March,  1B31. 

A  surveyor  authorized  to  be  appointed  fbr  the  port  of  Jef- 
ferson, in  New  York,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  salary  and 
emoluments  provided  for  in  other 


By  the  act  (ch,  66)  to  supply  d^ieiencies  in  the  appro- 
priaHonsfitr  the  service  ^  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  qfJune,  1853. 

For  temporary  clerks  in  the  odke  of  the  Third  Auditor. 
A1K800  appropriated;  no  salary  fVom  this  (todtoexeeea 
f  l/wO  per  annum,  except  two,  at91,fiQ0  each. 

For  temporary  clerks  in  the  office  ofthe  Third  Auditor  of 
tlie  Past  Office  JDepaitment,  #1,000  appropriated. 


By  the  act  (ih.  108)  nuMng  appropriations  for  the 

avil  and  dMtomatie  expenses  eftke  Government  for 

the  yettr  ending  the^tk  qfJmne,  1853. 

A  cleik  of  the  **  Sergeaat-at-Arms,"  to  receive  a  salary 
offl,500. 

Three  head  gaogera  fbr  (he  port  of  NewOrteana,  at  a  sal- 
ary of  #1,500  each. 

An  asroeiate  law- agent  for  California,  whoee  compensa- 
tion shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  law- agent,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding #5,0U0  each. 

Five  additional  clerks  anthoriced  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment ;  one  at  an  annual  salary  of  #1,609,  two  at  an 
annual  salary  of  #1,900,  and  one  at  an  annual  salary  of 
#1,000. 

A  elerk  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  branch  Mint  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, at  a  salary  of  #9,500  per  annum. 

A  clerk  in  the  officeof  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, at  a  salary  of  #1,000  per  annum. 

By  the  act  making  appropriations  fbr  Ou  serviu  t^the 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  the  dOth 
qfJwie,  1853.    (Ch.  111.) 

Two  resident  agents  autboriaed  on  the  fsthmas  of  ^ana- 
ma,  each  of  whom  allowed,  for  salary  and  personal  ex- 
penaae,  a  sum  not  exceeding  #3,000  per  annum. 

III. — THE  OFriCBt  THK  SALARIES  OF  WHICH  HATE 
■EEK  IKCREASED,  WITH  THE  AMOUNT  OP  SUCH 
INCREASE. 

By  the  act  to  make  land  warrants  assijnublef  and  for 

other  purposes.    (Ch,  10.) 

Registers  and  receivers  allowed  to  receive  fbr  their  aer- 
vices  in  locating  military  bounty  land  warrants,  issued  since 
1847,  the  compensation  or  per  centage  allowed  on  sales  of 
land  for  cash,  to  be  paid  by  the  assignees  or  holders  of  such 
warrants. 

By  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 

for  the  year  ending  Junk  30,  1853.    (Ch,  109  ) 

The  annual  salary  ofthe  secretary  of  the  Naval  Academy 
at  Annapolis.  Increased  to  $ISS50, 

The  pay  ofthe  chaplains  or  the  Navy  shall  be  #1,000  per 
annum  on  leave  or  waiting  ordecs,  and  #1,600  while  on  duty. 

The  navy  agent  at  Memphis— perfonning,  in  addition  to 
his  own,  the  dutiQS  of  purser— to  be  allowed  jand  paid  the 
annual  salary  of  a  purser  on  duty  of  the  second  dass,  [in 
lieu  of  commissions.] 

The  assistant  to  the  purser  at  the  navy  yard  at  Klttery, 
Maine— discharging  the  duties  of  clerk  and  stevrard— to  re- 
ceive #750  per  annum. 

The  Arst  clerks  to  the  commandants  ofthe  navy-vards  at 
Norfolk,  New  York,  and  Boston,  to  receive  respectively  an 
annual  salary  of  #1,000. 

The  second  clerks  to  the  eommandanto  at  the  stfine  yards 
to  receive  respeetiveiy  #600  per  annum. 

Tha  additional  allowance  or  percentage  made  to  the 


clwks  in  tfie  executive  and  legislative  departments  at 
Washington;  also  made  to  the  clerks  employed  at  the 
navy-yard  and  marine  barracks  in  the  city  or  U  ashingtoQ. 

Bythe  iiet  [ch,  68]  to  authoriu  the  President  qf  the 
United  States  to  designate  the  places /br  the  ports  qf 
entry  and  delivery  for  the  collection  district  of  Pu- 
get's  sound  and  Umpqua,  in  the  Territory  qf  Ore- 
gon, and  to  fix  the  ccmpensation  qf  the  collector  ^ 
•Astoria,  in  said  Territory, 

The  compensation  of  the  ccdlector  at  Astoria  fixed  at 
#3,000  per  annum,  including  fees- of  office. 

By  the  act  [ch.  110]  making  appropriations  fbr  the  sup- 
port  of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  qf 
June,  1853. 
Pajrmastera*  clerks  to  receive  one  ration  per  day  when 

on  duty  at  their  stations. 

By  the  act  [ch,  81]  making  appropriations  fbr  the  sup* 
port  qf  the  MiUtary  Academy  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  qfJune,  1853,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  assistant  proflsssor  of  French  and  dmwiag  to  receive 

the  pay  and  emolunients  of  the  otiier  professors. 

By  the  act  [ch,  108]  making  appropriations  fbr  the 
dvil  and  dmlomatic  expenses<^the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1853. 

The disbursingclerk  and  the  draughtsman  of  the  Patent 
Office  allowed  ^^00  additional  compensation  each. 

Two  additional  permanent  clerks  in  the  Patent  Office,  at 
a  salary  of  #1,400  each. 

The  four  mesaengers  employed  in  the  post  oflloe  ofthe 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  allowed  #1,000  each  per 
annum,  commencing  with  the  Thirty-second  Congress. 

The  clerks,  messengers,  watchmen,  and  laborera,  whose 
annual  compensation  does  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  receive  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent.  Those  re- 
ceiving over  twelve  hundred,  and  loss  than  sixteen  hundred 
dollars,  to  receive  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent-:  RrovUei^ 
Noone  shall  receive  more  ttian  sixteen  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  [The  provision  for  this  increase  of  compensaiKW 
is  limited  to  one  year.] 

The  pay  ofthe  deputy  naval  officers  at  Boston «  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  md  New  Orleans,  to  be 
#92000  each  per  annum. 

The  salarv  ofthe  chief  clerk  in  the  office  ofthe  assistam 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  New  York,  to  be  #1,6U0 
per  annum ;  and  the  salary  of  each  ofthe  other  clerks  to  be 
#1,900. 

By  the  act  [ch.  111]  making  appropriations  for  the 

service  qf  the  Post  Office  Department  during  the 

fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1853,  and  for 

other  purposes. 

The  salaries  of  route  agents  increased  to  #1,000  per  an- 
num. 
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David  A.  Atchison 1855 

HeiwyS.  Gsyer 1857 

^  Abkansas. 

WilUam  K.  Sebastian..  1853 
Solon  Borland.....^*...  1866 
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Alpheus  Felch 1853 

Lewis  Cass 1867 

Flobida. 

Jadt$9n  Morton 1855 

Stephen  R.  Malloryt. .  .1857 

Tbxas. 
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Thomas  J.  Rusk Idfi^^ 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


(by  Stiles)  of  the  Members  of  the  Thirty-Second 
WUgs  (91)  in  Itaiios;  Demoeiala  (149)  in  Ro- 


1 

SJeta 
3 


4  diaries  Andcews, 

5  Bphniim  K.  Smart. 

{  XrrasI  Wa$kbwm,{r., 
7  Thomas  J.  D.  Fnliet. 


Nbw  Hampsribx. 

1  J9mo§7\uk, 

9  Charles  H.  Peaslee, 

3  Jarsd  Ptrkhu, 

4  Harry  Hibk«rd. 

Vbbmont. 

1  Jtkiman  L,  Miner, 
3  WUHam  Hebard, 

3  Jamei  JfeocAam, 

4  Thomas  Bartlett 

Massacbusktts. 

1  WUHatH  Jippleten, 
9  Robert  Rantool,  Jr., 

3  Jamu  U.  Duncany 

4  Bef^'om^ii  Tkompeany 

5  Charleg  JlUen, 

6  Oeorte  T.  Davti, 

7  John  Z.  Ooedriekf 

8  HoTuee  Monn, 

9  Orin  Fowler, 
10  Zeno  Scudder. 

Rbomi  Islanp. 

Otorge  O.  King, 
Bei^.  H.  Thurston. 

CONNBCTU^DT. 

1  C&oriss  Glkipawn, 

9  C.  M.  ]ngenM>U.  . 

3  Cbauncey  F.  CtoTelaad, 

4  O.  8.  Seymour. 

Vxw  YOBX. 

John  G.  Floyd, 
Obadiah  Bowne, 
Emanuel  B.  Hart. 
J.  H.  Hohmi  Hmm^ 


1 
9 


1 
9 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 


George  Briggt, 
9rookt, 


Jttme$  Brodl 
A.  P.  Stevens, 

8  Gilbert  Dean, 

9  WiUiara  Munray, 

10  MariuM  Schoonmaker, 

11  Josiah  Sutheriand, 
19  David  L.  Seymour, 

13  John  L.  SckooUraft, 

14  JoAn  H.  Boyd. 

15  Joseph  Russell, 

16  John  WelUj 

17  Alexander  H.  BueB, 

18  Preston  King, 

19  WiUard  Ives, 

90  Timotby  Jenkins, 

91  William  W.  Snow, 
99  fienrvBemMtt, 

93  Lsaader  Babeeek, 

94  Daniel  T.  Jones, 

95  Thomas  Y.  How,  Jr., 

96  ff.  8.  WalMdge, 

97  WiitUnn  Ji.  SaekeU, 

98  aAsr.  Ja.  Scasrwera^ra, 

99  Jedediah  Uon^ord, 

30  Reuben  RoMe, 

31  Frederick  8,  MarHn, 
39  8.  G,  Uaeen, 

33  ,augu$ius  P.  HiukeU, 

34  Jl^en^o  AarrotM. 

Nbw  Jbbsby. 

1  Blathan  T.  StratlOB, 
9  Charies  Skelton, 

3  Isaac  Wildrick, 

4  George  H.  Brown, 

5  Rodman  M.  Price. 

PBNNSYLVANI4. 

'  1  Thomas  B.  Florence, 

aJoaoAk  A.  Okmndlsr^ 

3  HenruD.  Moore, 

4  John  Robbins,Jr., 

5  John  McNair, 

0  Tliomis  Ross. 

7  John  A.  Monisan) 

8  Tkoddeu*  Stevene, 

9  J.  Olanoy  Jones, 
10  MiloM.Dimmick, 
It  H.  M.  FSMer, 

19  Galusha  A.  Grow, 

13  James  Gamble, 

14  7>.  8.  Bibighaus, 

15  William  H.  Kurtx, 

16  James  X.  McLanamn, 

17  Andrew  Parker, 

18  John  L.  Dawson, 

19  Jote^  H.  Knhne, 

90  JohnJimeonj 

91  Tkomae  M,  Howe, 
99  John  W.  Howe, 

93  Carleion  B.  Curtis, 

94  Alfhid  Gilmore.  . 

Dblawabb. 

1  Geoige  R.  Riddle.     . 

Mabtlano. 
1  Riekafd  I,  Bowie, 
9  Wm.  T.  Hamilton. 

3  Edward  Hammond. 

4  Thomae  Yatet  Waleh, 


5  Jtlexander  Beans, 

6  Jdeepk  8.  ObMaton. 

VlBOINtA. 

1  JohBS.MiUson, 
9  Riehard  K.  Meade, 

3  Thomas  H.  Averett, 

4  Thomas  S.  Bocock, 

5  Panlus  Powell, 

6  John  B.  OaslUe, 

7  Tbom»  U.  Bayly. 

8  Alexander  R.  Holladay, 

9  Jotne*  P.  Strotker,  ' 

10  Ckarlee  J.  PVmftaer, 

11  John  Letcher, 

19  Henry  A.  Bdmundson, 

13  Fayette  MoMullen, 

14  JatnesM.  H.  Beale, 
16  George  W.  Thompson. 

NOBTB  CaBOLINA. 

I  TkomaeL.  OUngman, 
^JoeofkP.  ValdwoU, 

3  •ayred  Dodteriu 

4  Jawee  T.  Morekead, 

5  Abr^am  W.  Venable, 

6  John  R.  J*  Daniel, 

7  Williaad  S.  Ashe, 

8  Edward  Stanly^ 

9  JOavid  O^law, 

SOUTB  C  ABO  UNA. 

1  Daniel  WaUace, 
9  James  L.  Orr, 

3  Joseph  A.  Woodward, 

4  John  Medueen, 

5  Anpistead  Burt, 

6  WUUajn  Aiken, 

7  William  Colcock. 

Georgia. 

1  Joseph  W.  Jackson, 
9  James  Johnson, 

3  David  J.  Bailey, 

4  Charies  Marpby, 
6  £.  W.  Cbastain, 

6  Junius  Hillyer, 

7  Alexander  H.  StOfkone, 

8  ttobmt  Toomhe, 

Alabama. 
1  John  Brsgg, 

9  JisMMs  .dweroaiMs, 

3  Sampson  W.  Harris, 

4  WUIiam  R.  Smith, 
6  Geoige  S.  Hourton, 
6  W.  R.  W.  Cobb, 

1  Momamder  WkUe, 

Miaaissvpi. 
1  B.  B.  NabcM, 
9  John  A.  Wikrox, 

3  J.  D.  Freeman, 

4  Albert  G.  Brown. 

Louisiana. 

1  Louis  St.  Martin, 
9  J,  JhiMtide  Landry, 

3  Alexander  G.  Peon, 

4  Jo&oJisere. 

Tbxab. 
1  VolneyB.  Howard, 
9  Riehardson  Scurry. 

ABSABaA*.  ' 

I  Robett  W.  Johaao** 

TmNXSVBB. 

1  Andrew  Johoson, 
9  JUhort  G,  IV^ukku, 

3  George  W.  Cburohwell, 

4  John  H.  Savage, 

5  George  W.  Jones, 

6  WiHtam  B.  Folk, 

7  MeredUk  P.  Gentry, 

8  WiUSam  Oultom, 

9  Isham  G.  Harris, 

10  Frederick  P.  Sttmten, 

11  Okridopkm'M,Wiabmi, 

FbOBIDA. 

1  B,  Canington  OnbeU, 

KKNTlTCfKT* 

1  Linn  Bovd,  — 

9  Bern*.  Bdward  Grey, 

3  Prssly  M  Ewing, 

4  mmam  T.  fFard, 

5  James  W.  Stone, 

6  ^ddieon  WkiU, 

8  John  C.  Breckenridga, 

9  Jphn  C.  Mason, 

10  Richard  H.  Stanton. 

Ohio. 

1  David  T.  Disney, 
9  tewie  D.  Van^Mi, 

3  mram  BeU, 

4  Beiy  Binin  Stanton, 

5  Alfred  P.  Ecerton, 

t  Frederick  W.  Green, 

7  Notion  Barere, 
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8  Jokn  X.  Toafor, 

9  Edson  B.  oida, 

IQ  Charles  Sweeiwr,    ■ 
U  George  H.  Buslnr, 
19  Jokn  WeUk, 
13  James  M.  Gaylord, 

15  WiUUunW.HSair, 

16  J6hn  Johnson, 

17  Joseph  Cable, 

18  David  K.  earner, 
i»  Eean  Newton, 

90  Jo$kua  H.  Giddinge, 

91  Norton  S.  Townsbend. 

MiCBlOAX. 

1  £&enexer  J.  Penniman, 
9  C.  E.  Stuart, 
9  Jamee  /.  Cimger. 

Indiana. 

1  James  Lockhart, 
9  Cjrms  L.  Dunham, 

3  John  L.  Robinson, 

4  Samuel  W,  Pairker, 

5  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

6  Willis  A.  Gorman, 

7  Jobn  G.  Davis, 

8  Daniel  Mace, 

9  Graham  N.  Pilch, 
10  Samnet  Brenton. 

Ilunois. 
1  WUIiam  H.  BisseU, 


9  WllUs  AUen, 

3  OriMdo  B.  FiekUa, 

4  Richard  S.  Malony, 

5  Ifnuiam  A.  Richudaov, 

6  Tliompson  Campb^, 

7  Riekard  Yatee, 

MisaoiTBi. 
1  Jokn  W'  Xnuwy, 
9  GVLci^riidPori^, 

8  Jokn  G,  MiUer, 

4  WiUard  P.  Hall, 

5  John  S.  Phelps. 

Iowa. 

I  Lincoln  Clark, 

9  Bernhardt  HenB. 

Wisconsin. 

1  'Charles  Dnrkee, 
9  Ben  Baseman, 
3  James  D.  Doty. 
CAuremmA. 
1  Joseph  W.  McCorkle, 
9  Edward  C.  MarshaD. 
Obboon  Tbbbitobt. 
1  Joseph  Lane,  (delegalis.) 

MiNNBSOTA  T. 

1  Henry  B.  8ibley,(delg*t) 

UtabT. 
1  John  M.  Bembisel,  (del.) 

Nkw  Mexico  T. 
1  R.  W.  Weightman,(del.) 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNi^AT,  December  1, 1851. 

Thifl  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  meeciaii  of  Congreee,  the  Senator! 
•aaembled  in  their  Qiamber,  at  12  m. 

The  following  Senators  were  present: 

JtfisMW.'^Mr.  llaaiUn* 

Mw  flao^iMMre.— -Messrs.  Hale  and  Norris. 

VemumL — ^Messrs.  Upham  and  Foot. 

¥siMgfa»effi.—- Messrs.  Davis  and  Sumner. 

Rkede  Mmnd, — ^Messrs.  Clarke  and  James. 

Cotmeekemt.f-'^NLr*  Smith. 

Mw  Yeti^^-Memn.  Fish  and  Seward. 

Mhw  Jerwy.— Mr.  Miller. 

JVitmyfasnie.— 'Messrs.  Brodbead  and  Cooper. 

0eANosr«.-p— Messes.  Spniance  and  B^ard. 

JtfarSflsiid««*-Me8srs.  Pearcf  and  PfaU. 

Ftigiirfs.-^Mr.  Mason. 

GfeOT^.— Messrs.  Berrien  and  Dawson. 

tAlsfrflMB.— Messrs.  King  and  Clemens. 

JUiofat^pi.— .Mr.  Foots. 

(MM.*4dessi8.  Chase  and  Wade. 

KetUuthf. — ^Messrs.  Underwood  and  Clay. 

/iidtsM.— -Messrs.  Bright  and  Whitcomb. 

mmm.'^Mr.  Shields. 

Jtfysonri. — ^Messrs.  Atehison  and  Qeyer. 

JHdmgtm. — Messrs.  Cass  and  Felch. 

#1ori£[k— Mr.  Morton;  Stephen  R.  Mallory 
and  D.  L.  Yulee,  contestants. 

ibios.— Msssrs.  Dodge  and  Jones. 

fFttMMMMi.— Messra.  JDodge  and  Walker. 

CaHfiiniui  —Mr.  Owin. 

The  PRESIDEIfT  of  the  Senate,  Hon.  Wk. 
R.  Knro,  baring  called  the  Senate  to  order,  the 
Rer.  C.  M.  Btrruca,  Chaplain  to  the  Senate,  per- 
formed devotional  ezisrcises. 

Mr.  SEWARD  then  rose  and  sdSd:  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  beg  leaiw  to  present  tjie  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Hamiltov  Fiiv,  a  Senator  elea  from  the 
State  of  New  York  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  of  March  last. 

The  ^credentials  were  read  at  the  Secretary's 
desk. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Horn.  Bsmjamiw  R  Wads,  a  Sen- 
ator elect  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

Mr.  MILLEIR.  I  b^  leave  topresent  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon,  Robbet  F.  Stooeton,  a 
Senator  elect  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

The  credentiaUi  were  read. 

Mr.  CLAREIE.  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  ere- 
dentialsof  the  Hon.  Chaelbi  T.  James,  a  Senator 
dcct  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  desire  to  present  thi|  ere- 
demials  of  Hsmst  S.  Obtbe,  a  Senator  elect  from 
the  Slate'of  Missoon. 

Ths  credentials  were  read. 
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Ms.  CASSL  I  haTe  been  requested  to  present 
the  eredentials  of  CnARLBt  Sumnsr*  a  senator 
elect  from  the  State  of  Mamachueetta. 

The  credentlaUi  were  reed. 

The  Hon.  Uamiitim  Fish,  Benjamin  F.  Wade, 
ChariesT.  Jam«irHeM7S*Gtamnr,and  Chadas 
Sumner,  then  proceeded  to  the  PrMident'a  seat, 
and  the  usual  oath  was  administered  to  them. 

C01VT£STBD    8BAT    OF    SENATOR    FROM 

FLORIDA. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President :  I  bep  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate  the  certificate  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Florida,  certifying  the  election 
of  the  Hon.  Stxphsk  R.  MALLomT  to  theSenateof 
the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  yeeurs,  com- 
^  mencing  on  the  4th  of  March  last. 

I  bccfleaTe,  also,  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  showing  the  proceeding;s  of 
the  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Le- 
fislature  on  the  occasion  of  the  election  of  a  Senator 
for  the  term  mentianed,  and  which  is  claimed  by 
the  Hon.  David  L.  YuLas,  as  evidence  that  he 
was  elected  as  the  Senator  of  the  State  of  Florida 
fbr  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March 
last.  The  proceedings  are  certified  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  Florida. 

1  have  considered  it  my  especial  duty  to  present 
to  the  Senate  the  claims  of  each  of  the  gentlemen 
to  the  seat  in  this  body  of  a  Senator  from  Florida, 
fbr  such  action  as  the  Senate  may  think  propter, 
without  indicating  on  mv  part  what  that  action 
should  be,  but  simply  ask  tnatthe  papers  may  be 
read. 

The  credentials  signed  by  the  Governor  of 
Florida,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature 
in  die  election  of  a  Senator,  extracted  from  its 
journals,  certilied  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  were 
also  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
impression,  that  inasmuch  as  it  is  aaparent  that 
there  is  a  contest  for  the  seat  of  Simator  fnm 
Florida,  it  is  not  his  province  to  decide  wha  is 
entitled  to  it.  Under  cHrdinary  circnnistances^  he 
would  ask  the^ntleman  whose  credentials  are 
presented  to  come  forward  and  take  the  oath;  but 
neretofore  some  cas^  have  arisen  there  was  one 
of  great  importanee  m  the  ease  of  a  Senator  ft^m 
Rhode  lsian4;— in  whieh  it  was  left  to  the  Senate 
to  decide  whether  th^- individual  having  the  certifi- 
cate should  ba4)ualified  and  the  coDleat  afterwards 
?o  on.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Ihair,  a  proper  subject  for  the  Senate  to  decide, 
as  to  whether  they  wUl  admit  either  genyeraan 
previous  to  an  investigation  by  a  eonnnittee^  or 
exclude  both  until  after  an  iavestigatian.  The 
Chair  expresses  no  opinion  on  the  subject, 
fJthoogh,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  oace 
gave  an  opiuion  in  the  course  of  the  Rhode  Island 
case.  Ano^er  ease,  although  it  was  not  precisely 
like  this,  is  that  of  Mr.  Limroan  of  Connecticut, 
who  was  not  permitted  to  take  his  seat  because 
the  Governor  of  Connecticut  appointed  him  when 
he  had  no  ri^ht  to  appoint,  the  Legislature  having 
been  in  session  after  the  vaeanev  and  before  the 
appointment.  The  cases  are  not  similar. 
.  The  Chair  trusts  that  the  Senate  will  take  some 
ketion  in  the  matter,  in  order  that  the  question 
may  be  decide;^,  so  that  he  may  ascertain  whether 
it  is  his  duty  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  gmtle- 
man  who  received  the  oeitiflcate  or  not. 

Mr.  BRKHTT.  In  order  to  reach  the  lacts  in 
this  case  in  as  condensed  a  form  as  possible,  I 
move  that  the  credentials  of  the  Senator  elect« 
togedier  with  the  extract  fttmi  the  journals  oC  the 
Florida  Legislature,  be  referred  to  a  select  eons* 
inittee  of  five. 

Mr.  CLAY.  'Mr.  President,  for  one,  I  cannal 
vote  for  that  motion .  I  think  the  case  is  perfeeti^ 
clear,  according  to  the  ussfS  existing  in  every  de- 
liberative body  of  which  f  have  any  knowledge. 
Mr.  Mallorv  comes  here  with  a  credential  in  due 
form,  affordtn^  vrtms  fteie  evidence  of  his  right 
to  the  seat  which  he  claims.  There  is  presented 
at  the  same  thne,  and  I  must  say  informally^  in 
mv  judgment,  proceedings  behind  the  credentials 
wnich  took  plaee  in  the  legislative  bodj.  I  e&y 
they  are  informally  presentad,  because  it  appe&rs 
to  me  that  they  could  only  be  legitimately  omred 
at  the  time  when  the«entleman  contesting  the  seat 
of  Mr.  Mallory  should  choose  to  present  a  peti* 
tion  claiming  that  seat.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, but  tor  the  motion  already  made,  I  should 
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move  at  once  that  the  oath  of  office  be  adminis- 
tered to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi:  I  hope  that,  un* 
der  the  circumstances,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  BkioktI  will  not  piass  his  motion. 
I  undecstand  that  a  verx  Jr«eent  poeieffdeot  has  been 
supplied  by  this  body  m  support  of  the  viewsjust 
announced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Claj.]  I  certainly  should  have  made 
the  motion  suggested  by  him,  but  that  I  watted,  I 
thought  with  due  deference,  for  some  older  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  to  makesome  motion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  my  friend  from  Indiana  wiH  not  hesi- 
tate, after  this  esmlanation,  to  withdrw  his  motion, 
that  the  other  njikion  may  take  its  place.  I  think 
thie  -Senator  whose  creoentials  have  been  pre^ 
sented,  should  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat  until 
some  oontcat  arises  which  may  oust  him  there- 
from. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Mr.  President,  the  public 
papera  have  advised  us  of  the  existence  of  this 
controversy,  and  I  presume  it  has  engaged  the  at- 
tention and  oceupied  the  reflection  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate.  In  my  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  a 
case  altogether  without  precedent.  I  think  neither 
of  the  cases  which  have  been  mentioned  aflford  a 
precedent  which  can  properiy  guide  and  direct  us 
on  this  occasion.  la  the  case  of  Mr.  Limraan, 
there  was  no  party  contesting;  but  c^iob  the  face 
of  the  case  there  was  a  manifost  assamption  of 
authority  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon 
the  Executive  of  a  Staie.  The  Senate,  therefore, 
of  itselfy  took  that  subject  into  consideration,  and 
decided  that  Mr.  Lanman  was  not  entitled  to  a 
seat.  That  cnse,  I  apprehend,  was  entirely  difiTer- 
ent  from  the  present. 

A  word  now  as  to  the  Rhode  Island  case — the 
case  of  Robbins  and  Potter.    The  credentials  of 
Mr.  Robbins,  holding  a  certificate  from  the  G^ov- 
emor  of  the  Suae,  hi^  been  presented  at  a  session 
anterior  to  that  at  which  he  proposed  to  take  his 
seat.    YHien  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress 
ajnived,  Mr.  Potter  came,  preeentiaga  similar  cer- 
tificate of  his  subsequent  election  bv  the  Legisla- 
ture, founded  upon  the  assumption,  oy  this  second 
Legislature,  of  the  invalidity  of  the  act  of  the  first. 
It  WAS  in  that  state  of  facts  that  the  question  was 
presented  to  the  Senate.    Relying  upon  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Robbins 's  credentials  had  been  received 
and  read  in  the  Senate  and  placed  upon  their  files, 
and  upon  the  consideradon  that  after  the  4th  of 
March  subsequent  to  such  reception  o(  the  cre- 
dentials, Mr.  Robbins,  holding  this  prima  fade 
evidence  of  his  election,  would  nave  been  entitled 
to  his  seat,  the  Senate  determined  that  he  should 
be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  subject  was  then  reforred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  validity  of  the  claims  of  the 
respective  parties.    But  here,  sir,  is  a  case  in 
which  two  partiea  present  themselves,  ekumii^  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.    The 
question  of  the  right  of  either  of  these  gentlemen 
to  that  seat  is  a  question,  the  oUi^tion  to  decide 
which  is  impossd  by  the  Constitution  upon  us.    It 
is  impMmMTe  to  ttansfsr  this  authority  to  any  other 
funcuonary .    The  tk>vernor  of  the  StaU  of  Flor- 
ida has  granted  a  certificate  in  the  form  of  a  com- 
mission, testifying  to  the  election  of  one  of  these 
itfdividuafs.    The  proceedings  of  the  Legislature 
upon  which  that  certificate  of  the  Qovemor  is 
founded,  and  coincidence  with  which  is  absolutely 
indispensable  to  give  to  that  certificate  any  validity 
whatever,  are  before  us.    Without  doubt  it  is  the 
usage  of  the  Senate  to  allow  to  the  certificate  of 
the  Qoveraor  this  primm  faeie  efi^t.    But  what  is 
prima  fade  evidence?    Of  what  validity  is  ^risia 
faek  evidence  in  the  face  of  evidence  which  is  ple- 
nary?   I  beg  not  to  be  understood  as  expressing 
any  opinion  upon  the  eflect  of  the  focts  wnich  are 
disclosed  in  tnose  proceedings,    I  am  answering 
the  suggestion,  that  the  certificate  of  the  Qovemor 
is  prima  fade  evidence  which  imposes  upon  the 
Senate  the  obligation  to  admit  the  person  in  whose 
favor  the  eerti&ate  has  been  granted,  to  a  seat.  I 
say  this  has  been  the  usage  uniformly  where  an 
individual  presents  the  certificate  of  the  GK>vemor 
of  a  State,  and  no  party  appears  to  contest  hfs 
claim;  it  is  received  as  prima  fade  evidence,  and 
the  prima  fkde  evidence  becomes  absolute  in  the 
absence  of  any  contradictory  evideoee*    Here, 
however,  you  have  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
certificate  was  founded,  and  you  have  here  another 
individual  claiming  that  upon  that  plenary  evi- 
dence which  he  submits  he  is  the  Senator  elect 


from  Florida.  Can  you  recede  from  your  oblig:* 
^  tions  under  the  Constitution  to  decide  betwee 
these  conflicting  claims?  Can  you  transfer  to  tiki 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida  the  right*  aa» 
throw  upon  him  the  responsibihtj  of  dacMiiss^ 
fkicsa  which  are  before  you,  and  which,  the  Con 
stitution  makes  it  your  duty  to  decide?  Prusa 
Jkde  evidence  may  be  allowed,  in  its  efl^ect,  to  be 
come  conclusive  in  the  absence  of  plenary  a^eoec 
1  but  hereis  thatplenary  evidence,  here  are  thoae  fact 
authenticated  before  you,  upon  which  the  conteeC 
ant  claims  his  seat  in  this  body,  and  upon  whici 
he  denies  the  validity  of  the  certificate  by  the  GFow 
emor.  Then  it  is  no  longer  to  be  considered  cu 
prima fitde  evidence  which  entitles  the  party  hold 
ing  it  to  aayihing  resulting  from  ita  force  aoc 
effect,  till  it  is  compared  with  the  plenary  evidatioe 
and  you  have  decided  upon  that.  At  the  first  elec- 
tion which  took  place,  there  appears  to  have  been 
cast  twenty-nine  votes  for  one  gentlemen  and 
twenty-nine  blanks.  Thequestion  whieh  that  rec- 
ord presents  is,  whether  these  blanks  are  rotem 

whether  the  parly  receiving  these  twenty-nine 
votes  was  the  sole  nominee  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  •order.  With  great  respect  and  Idndnesa  for 
the  honorable  gentleman»  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
he  is  discussing  the  meriu  of  the  case,  whereas 
the  question  at  present  is,  I  believe,  only  upon 
what  has  been  the  usage  of  the  Senate  in  audi 
cases.  I  make  this  sugmtion  with  great  defer* 
ence;  bat  the  remarks  of  the  hononUble  Senator 
from  Qeorsia  may  «ve  rise  to  controversy. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  b^ore  ^le 
Senate  is  on  referring  to  a  selea  c<^mmittee  of 
five. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Unquestionably;  and  that  is 
met  by  the  su^estion  that  the  prima  Jkde  evidence 
aflbrded  by  the  certificate  ought  to  control  the 
action  of  the  Senate  so  for  as  to  entitle  one  of  these 
gentlemen  to  be  sworn  in.  I  am  endeavoring  to 
show  my  own  view  of  the  propriety  of  that  aug- 
^estion— my  own  view  of  the  proposition  that  thL 
IS  to  be  considered  prisia  fade  evidence  leading  to 
such  a  result  under  the  existing  circumstaneea  of 
the  case— and  I  submit  to  you,  sir,  that  I  am  per- 
foctly  in  order,  and  aisniing  the  question  with  the 
same  strictness  Mrith  which  I  should  be  nuuired 
to  discuss  it  before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.F00TE,ofMia8is8ii^i.  I  will  wUhdraw 
the  point  if  the  Senator  desires  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  If,  in  the  viewofthe  Chair- 
I  have  departed  firom  the  rules  of  order,  I  will 
cheerfully  acquire. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Georgia 
win  proceed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    Sir»  the  single  question  pre- 
sented to  our  consideration  is  the  validity  of  the 
first  election.    I  say,  the  single  question  which 
must  ultimately  be  presented  to  the  considivation 
of  the  Senate  is  th^  validity  of  that  first  election; 
bscause  if  that  first  election  be  valid,  all  the  sub- 
sequent acts,  whether  legislative  or  execuu've, 
must  be  invalid.    And  therefore  to  allow  to  the 
certificate  of  a  Glovernor,  founded  on  t^iose  facts 
which  are  in  evidence,  such  an  efl^t.as  would 
destroy  the  validity  of  that  first  election  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  before  the  Senate  has  inquired  into  it» 
would  in  my  judgement  be  a  manifest  error. 

Sir,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
this  question,  and  I  should  not  perhaps  have  gone 
so  far  in  the  observations  which  I  liave  made  but 
for  the  suggestion  of  a  departure  on  my  part  from 
the  rules  of  order.  I  depart  not  from  the  order  of 
the  discussion.  I  maintain,  according  to  my  view 
of  the  subject,  that  the  prima  fade  evidence  afford- 
ed by  the  certificate  granted  by  the  (Jovemor  is  so 
far  controlled  by  the  exemphfibation  of  the  legis- 
lative record,  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
Senate  to  aet  on  thia  subject  so  as  to  advance  the 
interest  either  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  parties, 
until  an  investigation  shall  have  been  baa  by  a 
select  committee  upon  the  plenary  evidence  now 
before  us  which,  in  deciding  the  Question  the  Sen- 
ate must  ultimsietv  deeide,  the  validity  of  the  first 
election,  will,  if  that  validity  he  afiSrmed,  relieve 
the  Senate  from  the  consiaeration  of  all  other 
questions. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  suted  before  * 
my  own  recollection  of  a  very  recent  precedent  in 
this  body.  I  fiad  my  recollection  to  be  that  of 
every  member  o#the4>odv  with  whom  I  have  had 
a  consultation.  It  was  the  case  of  a  Senator  fVom 
Illinois,  [Mr.  SaisLPi.]    His  right  to  his  seat  was 
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mcnkj  dkpoted.  Wc  decided  to  admit  ^nt  to 
bi  mai'ia  the  €nt  inacanet.  We  alao  pocttively 
Mdedt  gra^triy  and  deHberatdy,  that  hia  having 
tfdfled  th«  seat  with  the  eootfeat  of  the  Senate 
■hoM  hian  in  auch  a  poaitioo  aa  not  to  aUow  Urn, 
taia^  oar  ddiberatunM,  to  leaiou  The  book 
■atwtiing  thia  precedent  haa  joat  Men  ftmnahed 
■b  I  hare  noc  had  a»  opportnaitj  of  looking 
■M  it;  bat  I  believe  the  Senate  on  tnat  oecaakm 
iri  decide  that  the  certificate  of  the  election  ei^ 
pied  artac  i/WIe  evidence  of  hit  light  to  the  seat, 
tad  cLat  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
anple  prcaentation  of  it,  to  allow  the  Senator  to 
be  fwora  in  cuod  take  hie  seat  until  a  contest  should 
tiwe.  the  result  of  which  was  an  ousting  of  that 
SeiMr.  I  ondetatand  that  to  have  been  aettled. 
tf  tt-if  a«eh  wm  tha  decMon  of  this  body  in 
isreaaev  it  oecaow  to  me  not  exactly  in  strict 
ordw,  fiKT  me  at  leaat,  to  go  beyond  the  only  legit- 
iatie  evidence  pertaining  to  a  case  of  that  land, 
ts  «i^  the  evidefiee  contained  in  the  certificate  of 
tk  Exeeatrve*  I  ahall  therefore  liout  my  remarks 
m  that  fnoBe  point. 

The  ffwaon  why  I  roae  before,  and  called  the 

hsBSTsMs  Senator  fhun  Georgia  to  order— I  hope 

is  t  very  rsapectlmi  Biaaner — waa,  that  it  aeeoied 

ta  at  that  hw  Una  of  remark  would  necesoarilv 

opcaafidd  for  diacoaaion  to  a  very  eonaidenibie 

exiB3t,aod  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  foelingyand 

•^  more  or  leaa  ambarraaa  imt  action  in  this 

■■uer.    My  impreaaion  is  yet,  that  the  most  ex- 

udimt  eonraa  to  be  pursued  would  be  for  the 

Msonble  Senator  from  Indiana  to  withdraw  his 

BoOoB,  and  allow  the  one  intimated  by  the  hon- 

Scnaior  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  to  be 

'  in  ita  {^nce.    We  could  than  settle  the 

«T  eaauy;  and  while  the  whole  subject 

to  a  committee,  the  State  of  Florida 

vmU  be  fiilly  lepr evented  in  this  body.    If  my 

friead  will  not  dd^  that,  his  refusal  may  oblige 

•MM  ef  «a  to  oaove  a  modification,  to  strike  out 

tl  aficr  the  vord  *•  Reaolved"  of  hb  reaolutton, 

■d  ia  hea  of  it  a  prepositioa  to  admit  the  han- 

«iefale  Steator  from   Florida  to  hia  seat  at  once. 

I  ifeai  accordingly  make  that  motion,  unlesa  my 

taad  wiB,  in  the  apirit  of  oompromise^or  whkn 

\^tm  be  is  diatingoiahed— allow  the  eoorae  of 

fraarimgwhi^  I  have  intimated,  to  be  adopted. 

n  k^  wiihdfttw  hia  motion  I  think  we&uld 

getsiAK point,  and  haVe  it  settled  at onoe,ao  far 

ss  fhtpimmpttm  ptocaeding  is  concerned. 

Mr.MAdOH.    My  attention  has  been  called  to 
tius^Mtfiaa  to  some  extent*    I  think  thai  at  the 
W  scsBsa  libe  csBileniati  who  waa  then  the  Sen- 
Mat  iBsiaFVorite,  ^r.  Yuutx,]  and  whoae  term 
«xfmd  ea  the  4^  of  March  laat,  preaented  to  the 
MS  la  txkncifnai  the  journals  of  the  Legjsla- 
ef  Florida,  wiihs  view,  aa  he  eiated  at  the 
tHag  May  reeoUection,  to  call  the  atten- 
iiOB  of  the  Seatte  to  the  &ct  of  an  dection  whieh 
hsd  best  aade  by  that  Legialature,  and  which  he 
mgimted  bad  resulted  in  hia  favor.    The  only  ac- 
tion ef  the  Senate  apon  it  at  preaent,  I  presume, 
wflbesadiaeto  enable  thia  body,  holding  the 
■edw  asdeedy  even  between  theae  gentlemen,  to 
■ski  the  inqairy  whidi  necessarily  devolves  upon 
01  ia  sack  a  mann^  aa  to  diachaige  the  duty  faitlH 
Mfwhich  the  Senate  owea  to  the  country  and  to 
theStaSe  of  Florida.    It  doea  seem  to  me,  from  the 
awssiii  iiiiuu  that  I  have  been  able  to  beuow  upon 
das  miNeesi,  thai  where  a  gentleman  preaentahun* 
•elf  to  the  Senate  with  a  reficra,  in  its  technicd  and 
Is^  ssnss,  ahowing  that  he  haa  been  elected  to 
dn  body,  it  ia  neensarilj  to  be  received  as  jprivia 
/xic  erideaoe  of  his  election,  and,  according  to  the 
mstt  ef  the  Senate,  and  I  believe  of  all  deliberative 
baiisB,  ha  takea  hia  aeat,  and  awaits  any  centn><: 
versy  that  may  aubsequently  arise  respeciini^  hia 
vifjk,  ta  that  aeat.    Bat  if  the  gentleman  presents 
"  witfioat  a  rttmrm  in  its  technical  and  leg^ 
any  serioua  doubt  is  entertained  anTis 
aa  to  the  validi^  of  hiaetection,  he  then 
i  apprdiaBd,  wtthoot  having  tlua  primm 
faae  evidence  in  hia  favor. 

New,  if  I  undeietand  the  rawsniig  of  the  term 
*^frimmJmU  evideocet"  it  meana  necessarily  that 
it  m  eoaspaleoi  evidence;  it  nrost  be  evidence  jh«t 
is  coaqwteat  aa  thai  which  wifl  prove  the  ftet 
l^ptiBsateiy,  and  the  only  efieet  of  such  evirieneo,  I 
is  i»  shift  the  borden  of  proof  upon  the  party  who 
•eoissca  the  last  thoa  profveii.  The  Constitution 
«f  die  Uaiied  Statea,  aeeording  to  my  examina^ 
^ioa,  hM  three  proviaioMs  upon  this  subiect.  Ther 
fe«  lodges  the  rijgfat  ta  aleet  die  Senator  hi  dia 


Legislaturetof  the  States,  and  doea  nothing  mora^ 
Aa  theae  provisions  are  very  abort,  idthoiMh  the 
Senate  are  very  familiar  with  them,  I  will  aek 
leave  to  refer  to  them.  By  section  9,  artide  1,  6i 
the  Conatitutiott  of  the  United  Staiea,  it  ia  provi- 
ded Ukat  •«  die  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  shall 

*  b$  caifipoaed  of  two  Seontoia  froai  each  State, 
'  oboaen  by  the  Legisiatare  themof  for  six  years, 
*and  each  Senator  shsfl  have  one*  vote."  The 
right  of  chooaing  is  therefore  lodged  in  the  Legist 
lature  of  the  State.  The  next  proviaion  ia  in  aeo- 
tion  4,  article  1,  and  provides  that  "the  timea, 

*  places,  and  manner  or  holding  elections  for  Soi- 
<atora  and  Repreaentadvea  aluUl  be  fnrescribed  in 
<  mush  State  by  the  Le^iahUure  thereof;  but  the 
'  Congress  may  at  any  tune,  by  law,  make  or  alter 

*  such  regulations,  except  aa  to  the  places  of  chooa- 
*ing Senators."  And  the  third  provision  is  in 
section  5,  same  article,  which  provides  that  **  eadi 

*  Honaa  ahall  b^the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns, 
'  and  <{aaltfications  of  its  own  members,"  dko. 

Now,  the  Conadttttioa  doea  not  preaerihe  how 
the  &ct  of  the  election  shaU  beeertiaed  to  the  Sen- 
ate, but  leaves  that  power  with  the  Ltttslaturea 
of  the  States.  I  have  not  looked— nfor  I  have  not 
had  time — Aurther  pian  to  the  legislation  of  Vir- 
ginia—nnr  own  State^-4ipon  that  subject.  I  find 
that  the  State  of  Virrinia  haa  prsacribed  the  form 
of  the  return.  The  mtSeAatora  that  were  elected 
under  the  Constitution  were  elected  in  1778.  It 
is  provided  by  law  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Houaeof 
Delegates  slyul  noti^  the  Gk>veraor  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Senators,  and  the  Governor  shall  cauae 
the  credentiala  to  be  made  out  under  the  seal  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  sent  to  the  Senator  deot,  to 
be  preaented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea. 
It  preecribes  the  form  of  tl^e  credentiala,  which  ia, 
in  effect,  a  certificate  firom  the  government  that  the 
Senator,  A  B,  haa  been  chooen,  in  purauanoe  of 
the  Ccmstitiition,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Vnnginia.  That  ia,  arhna/arie,  competent 
and  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fitet  of  the  election 
in  the  manner  and  form  prsacribed  by  law.  And 
under  such  returns  I  apprehend  that  the  party 
thua  certified  to  be  deoted  wiU  have  the  right  to 
take  hia  seat  in  thia  body,  and  then  await  the 
result  of  any  oontrovemy  that  mi^  arise. 

But  in  the  preaent  caae  there  ia  no  such  return. 
In  the  State  of  Florida  there  ia  no  law,  aa  I  am 
infomied,  preacribing  the  mode  in  which  the  ftict 
of  the  election  shaU  be  cetiified.  The  Gbvemor 
has  certified  that  fact  in  the  case  now  before  us, 
but  without  the  authority  of  law  for  so  doing.  An- 
other gentleman  has  presented  an  exemplified  copy 
of  what  he  claima  tohave  been  an  election  of  Sena* 
tor  by  the  Legialatore  of  Florida.  I  am  informed — 
that  gendeman  [Mr.  Yonaa]  has  placed  in  my 
handa,  at  my  reqnest,  the  legislation  ef  Florida 
upoo  that  suDJect^-that  it  makes  the  Secretary  ef 
the  Commonwealth  the  keeper  of  the  joomaTi  of 
the  Legislature,  and  gives  to  that  Secretary  the 
power  to  exempliiy,  mider  the  great  aeal  of  the 
Commonwealth,  all  papem  of  that  character.  U 
seems  to  me,  then,  tnat  j^-thera  be  a  retem  at  all, 
in  ita  technical  and  legal  aenae,  it  ia  the  exempli- 
fioation  of  the  proceedinga  of  the  Legislature,  whioh 
has  been  certmed  under  the  great  sealef  the  Com^ 
monwealth,  and  which  ia  preaented  by  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  YtJLmc}  who  ekiiraato  have  been  elected 
by  the  first  action  of  die  LegisUture  upon  that  sub^ 
ject.  That  ia  an  exemplification  in  pursuance  of  the 
law  of  Florida  by  the  keeper  of  the  joomala  of 
the  proeeedinga  of  its  Legiinature. 

I  submit  these  remarks  with  very  great  def)Mw 
ence,  in  the  beKef  that  there  ia  befora  ua  no  oop- 
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New  Jeraey  presented  Uiemsdvea  whh  die  primm 
/brie  evidence,  and  the  result  of  the  pohdeal  ma^ 
jority  of  the  House  waa  to  be  chained  aa  that 
went  one  way  or  another.  That  waa  a  v«7  un- 
fortunate oiroumatance,  under  which  the  rights  of 
individaak  were  to  be  setded.  Fortoaateiy ,  in 
thia  ease  there  ia  nothing  of  diat  sort,  fpnamna 
both  theae  gendeman  are  soand  on  tire  great  quea- 
tiona  that  have  disturbed  the  country,  and  that  have 
been,  so  happily  settled.  There  can,  therefora, 
be  no  d^oidty  on  that  seore;  and  the  polideal 
mi^orhy  heart  u  ae  dedaive  and  so  decided  that  it 
cannot  be  disturbed  even  by  the  presence  of  what 
Free*Soilers  have  got  smuggled  into  the  Senate. 
Mr.  FOOTE,  ofMississippi.  I  rise  to  a  pobit 
of  order.  Ido  notthinkthe^^endemanisdiscmis* 
ing  anything  now  befora  us.  The  auestion  of 
free-aod  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the  subject. 
I  am  alwaya  gUtfl  to  hear  the  gendeman  on  any 
other  subject.    I  am  a  non-agicator,  and  em  op- 

Eosed  to  his  asitating  that  question.  I  know  that 
e  has  an  untortuimte  weakness  which  disables 
him  from  discusaing  anything  without  bringing 
it  in. 

The  PRESIDBin*.  The  Senator  iW>m  New 
Hampahire  underetands  that  the  tpiestion  ia  on 
the  rnerence  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  suppose  the  Chaar^mderstanda 
the  question  from  my  remarks.  The  faonofid>le 
Senator  from  Missisaippi  should  ramember  that 
we  have  not  all  had  so  much  experience  on  theie 
questions  as  ho  has  had,  and  possibly  some  of  ua 
have  not  heard  ao  much  abcnit  them.  I  was  re- 
ferring to  diese  things  not  in  a  mera  light  and 
ArivolooB  way,  but  as  one  of  the  seriea  of  adnm- 
tages  in  which  the  SenaA  is  placed,  by  which  it 
can  consider  the  subject  irrespecUve  of  all  extra- 
neous consideradons.  But  to  eome  to  the  naked 
merits  of  the  question,  I  ask,  with  great  deftrence, 
any  of  the  older  membera  of  the  £wnat»— I  would 
nofhave  spoken,  beoir  a  young  man,  had  not 
the  young  gentleman  nrom  Mississippi  set  the 
example— 4  ask  any  of  the  old  or  young  membera 
of  the  Senate,  and  middle-a^ed  ones  too,  if  they 
know  of  an  inatanoe  in  which  a  Senator  has  pre- 
sented his  credentials  in  the  ordinary  fonn  who 
haa  been  refused  his  seat?  I  put  thia  queetion  en- 
tirely irree^tive  of  the  ulterior  merits  of  thiacaae. 
How  waa  it  in  the  caae  of  the  honorable  Senator 
firom  IlUnois  ?  A  question  arose  thera;  an  objec- 
tion was  made,  ana  the  Senator  stood  in  hia  seat 
holding  in  his  hand  evidence  which  would  dis^ 
qualify  him  just  as  much  as  if  five  hundred  con- 
testants had  been  hera.  That  fact  was  known  to 
the  Senate;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  it,  the  Senator 
was  unammously  admitted  to  take  his  oath  and 
his  seat,  and  then  in  a  fow  daya  an  inveedgadon 
was  had.  But  while  the  contest  is  going  on.  the 
indrridual  presenUng  the  common  evidence  wnich 
you  and  I  and  every  member  of  the  Senate  have 
— ^the  certificate  fVom  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Commonwealth— is^endded  to  his  seat. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  comea 
within  the  category.  I  presume  it  ia  not  known 
to  one  quarter  or  one  half  of  the  Senate,  #hether, 
in  the  various  States  of  the  Union  thera  is  any 
statute  audiorizing  the  Gh>vemor  to  ccrtifr  tM 
proceedings  of  the  Legialatura.  I  do  not  know 
that  thera  is  such  a  one  in  my  State.  I  doobt  if 
thera  be.  But  thatisnottheouesdon.  Thequee- 
den  is,  whether  it  is  the  orainary  evidence— 4ha 
evidence  upon  which  the  Senate  ordinarily  acts. 
They  do  not  know  whether  thera  is  any  act  of  the 
Legislattire  of  the  State  authorizhig  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  present  the  certificate.    Yon  have 


rect  ratum  of  the  electkm  of  Senator,  and,  there«>^  just  sworn  in  one  Senator  [Mr.  Fiih]  who  pre- 


fora,  the  burden  of  proof  has  not  been  ihifled, 
but  the  pardea  stand  in  rnqtmU  fure,  and  that  the 
proper  course  for  as  to  pursue  is  the  coarse  indi- 
cated by  -the  Senator  firom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bmcbt,] 
to  refer  thia  mattdr  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HALE.  Aa  has  been  well  said,  it  is  proper 
that  the  Senate  should  keep  itself  in  audi  a  sitoa^ 
don  that  no  undue  advantage  rtioold  be  given  to 
one  or  other  of  the  genttemcn  claiming  the  seat. 
H  strikes  me  to  be  a  matter  of  very  great  moment 
diat  this  question  shouM  be  setded  aright.  And 
it  also  strfkes  me  that  It  is  a  peouliariy  fortunate 
Ume,  and  that  the  ciroomstances  attending  the 
quesdon  are  peculiaHy  fortunate  also  to  enable  the 
Senate  to  settle  it  irrespective  of  any  extraneoua 
consideradons.  It  is  a  very  diffierant  case  ftom 
that  which  occurred  in  the  <^er  wing  of  the 
Capitol  a  fow  years  ago,  when  the  membera  from  H  mmm 


seated  no  certificate  from  the  Governor  of  hia 
State.  He  aimply  presented  the  aridence  of  the 
doings  of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legiskture.  The 
gentleman  from  Florida,  I  presume,  presents 
the  ordinary  evidence  which  Senatora  from  that 
State  preeent.  It  aeems  to  me,  that  if  we  adhera 
to  the  course  always  pursued  heretofore— that  is, 
diat  the  gidideman  having  prim%faeu  evidence 
shall  take  hia  seat^^we  do  not  'confirm  him  m  hia 
seat  a  moment,  or  nr^udice  the  claims  of  the  con- 
testant.  I  hope  tnia  courae  will  be  adhered  to, 
and  that  the  Senator  IVom  Florida  will  be  allowed 
to  take  hia  seat,  and  dien  let  the  thing  take  the 
oourae  suggested  by  the  Senator  flrom  Indiana. 
But  itseems  tome  tha»  until  he haataken  hia  seatwa 
ara  departing  ftvnn  the  usual  courae  of  the  Senate. 
I  am  not  a  great  sdckler  for  Statea  rights— I 
M  in  the  p<mdart  cast  sense  af  the  phnaa.    I 
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am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  we  art  thir- 
ty-one sorereign  States.  I  believe  the  Senator 
iron)  Miesioaippi  [Mr.  Footb]  does.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  that  masniloquent  ioea  of  State  sover- 
eignty. Still,  I  think  tnere  is  some  respect  due  to 
the  States,  and  that  the  courtesv  with  which  the 
Senators  from  the  States  are  always  treated  on 
presenting  prMUi>^  evidence,  should  govern  the 
Senate  with  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Florida.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  should  take  his 
seat,  and  that  the  matter  should  then  take  the 
course  suggested  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana.  ,.    , 

.  Mr.  SEWARD.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  principle,  that  a  person  who  presents 
jwimsyhcic  evidence  of  his  election  as'  a  Senator 
must  be  admitted .    We  all  aeree  about  that.    The 

auestion  here  in  this  case,  however,  is,  whether 
lere  are  not  two  persons  presenting  such  evidence 
in  support  of  conflictine  daims. 

The  Senator  from  ^orida,  [Mr.  Morton,]  in 
behalf  of  one  candidate,  presents  the  Ctovemor's 
certificate  of  election,  or,  what  is  to  the  same  effect, 
a  commission  founded  on  an  election  or  appoint- 
ment by  the  L^islature.  Such  evidence  has  been 
receivea  by  the  Senate  as  prisui/scie  from  the  ear- 
liest history  of  the  Government,  and  therefore,  if 
unopposed,  would  be  ample  and  adequate  now. 

But  the  same  Senator  presents,  in  behalf  of  an- 
other candidate,  certified  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Florida,  which,  he  claims,  show  that  he 
was  duly  chosen  or  appointed  by  that  body.  This 
form  of  evidence  has  always  been  accepted  by  the 
Senate  also.  No  Senator  from  the  State  of  New 
York  ever  brought  a  commission  or  certificate  from 
the  Oovemor.  All  of  them  have  brought  here 
credentials  given  by  the  Legislature,  or  certificates 
by  their  officers,  authenticating  their  action,  and 
nothing  more. 

Thus  each  candidate  submits  sufficient  prtmm 
facu  evidence,  and  they  are  equal  in  position. 
This  is  so ,  subject  to  one  Question.  The  Ittislative 
certificate,  after  recitine  wnat  Mr.  Yuleb  daims  to 
be  an  election,  shows  mat  the  presiding  officer  de- 
cided that  there  was  no  election,  and  Uie  Legisla- 
ture proceeded  to  a  new  election.  But  that  in- 
volves the  question,  whether  what  had  already  been 
done  constituted  an  election  or  not.  It  is  under- 
stood that  fifty-eight  members  of  the  Legislature 
attended:  twenty-nine  voted  for  Mr.  Yvlbs,  and 
twenty-nine  cast  hUnk  haUoiM,  If  these  be  counted 
as  advene  haUois,  then  Mr.  Yvekb  was  notdected. 
If  they  be  counted  as  no  bcUoie,  or  as  fudlmiff  then 
he  was  elected.  Now,  I  have  no  jud^ent  formed 
on  that  question.  The  bias  of  my  mmd  is  adverse 
to  the  latter  view.  But  it  is  a  question,  a  real 
question,  a  ffrave  question.  I  do  noC  see  how  I 
can  vote  for  we  admission  of  the  dmdidate  holding 
the  Qovemor's  certificate,  without  deciding  this 
question,  which  I  wish  to  hear  discussed.  In 
order  to  do  exact  justice,  therefore,  I  shadl  vote  for 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  to  rtCer 
to  a  select  committee. 

I  do  not  see  that  the  precedent  in  the  case  <^ 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  SBicLDt]  touches 
this  question.  That  Senator  presented  his  cre- 
dentials, and  there  was  no  adverse  claimant.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  there  was  alleged  to  be  evidence 
that  he  was  not  qualified  to  accept  the  place;  but 
there  was  no  question  as  to  his  having  been  elected 
or  appointed  to  it  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
There  was  but  one  certificate,  or  one  j^rima  /kcie 
case,  made  out.  On  these  considerations,  as  at 
present  advised,  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  CLAY.  Feeble  as  I  am,  I  cannot  refrain 
fitnn  making  a  few  additional  observations.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  duty  and  the  rij^ht  of  this  body 
to  determine  all  questions  of  elections  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  question  is  as  to  the  method  of  doing 
this,  and  that  question  has  been  settled,  1  believe, 
by  every  deliberative  body  upon  earth.  It  is 
this:  If  there  is  a  contest,  by  two  claiming  the 
same  seat,  th^  party  having  the  return  takes 
the  seat,  and  the  other  party  presents  his  peti- 
tion claiming  it;  that  petition  is  reforred  to  a  com- 
mittee; it  is  reported  upon  by  the  committee  and 
acted  upon  by  the  boay.  Now,  one  very  great 
error  committed,  as  I  conceive,  by  the  gentleman 
who  last  addressed  jrou,  was  to  treat  that  Joumal 
as  an  election — to  consider  it  as  a  credential.  It 
is  no  such  thing.  When  you  look  into  it,  you 
find  twenty-nine  votes  given  for  one  person,  and 
twenty-nine  blanks.  Upon  that  result  having  been 


ascertained,  the  presiding  officer  considering  that 
there  was  no  election,  the  Legislature  proceeded 
to  elect,  and  the  gentleman  who  now  claims  to 
take  the  oath  was  elected.  To  call  that  first  pro- 
ceeding, therefore,  an  election,  and  to  call  that 
election  a  oredential,  is,  I  think,  a  great  abuse  of 
terms.  The  only  evidence  of  any  election  which 
we  have,  is  the  certificate  of  the  Governor.  And 
here,  allow  me  to  say,  with  great  deference  to  the ' 
Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Berrien,]  that'  I 
think  a  great  error  in  his  argument  was  to  assume 
two  daues  of  evidence,  ami  then  to  Iving  before 
the  Senate  prima  faeie  evidence  and  plenary  evi- 
dence, and  the  plenary  evidence  overruling  the 
frhna  facie,  that  that  ftnmmfiKie  evidence  should  be 
deprived  of  any  effect.  ]m>w,  I  deny,  in  the  first 
pla(»,  that  plenary  evidence  is  before  us,  legally 
and  formally,  according  to  that  usage  which  con- 
stitutes a  btw  of  deliberative  bodies.  But  let  us 
push  this  argument  a  litde  farther.  In  the  case, 
so  often  mentioned,  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Shields,]  thert  was4ilenary  evidence,  ac- 
cording to  the  amiment  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia; there  was  the  evidence  before  the  Senate  of 
his  being  an  alien  at  the  time  of  his  election,  but 
there  was  also  theprMiia.^Mte  evidence  of  his  havinr 
been  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State.  And 
how  did  the  Senate  treat  this  description  of  evidence, 
plenary  and  prima /oeic?  Why,  they  did  not  look  at 
the  plenary,  as  it  has  been  called;  they  were  rov- 
emra  solely  by  th^furimmjkeie.  They  admitted  him 
to  his  seat;  and  were  not  governed  by  the  plenary, 
because  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  it  to  have  any 
effect.  That  time  was  after  the  Senator  had  re- 
ceived the  oath  and  taken  his  seat,  and  when  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  his  election  should 
come  up  before  the  Committee  of  Ejections,  or 
some  other  mode  of  mvestisation.  We  mieht 
push  this  a  little  Airther:  Take  the  case  of  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  A  pre- 
sents his  return  of  his  election.  B  presents  a  rec- 
ord of  evidence— plenary,  acoordinr  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Georgia— -Aowing  that  A 
had  not  been  legally  elected,  but  thai,  if  dejmved  of 
certain  illegal  votes  which  had  been  given  to  him, 
he  would  ue  found  to  have  obtained  only  a  minor- 
ity, while  B,  the  contestant,  had  really  a  right  to 
the  return,  and  therefore  a  right  to  his  seat.  Here 
is  the  primMfaeU  evidence,  a^  here  is  the  plenary 
evidence;  but  did  you  ever  hear  any  instance  of 
that  kind  where  a  l^slative  body,  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  return,  wovld  go  into  that  wnich 
is  called  the  plenary  evklence,  and  decide  upon  the 
case  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  his  seat?  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  it,  except  perhaps  in  the  memorable 
instance  referred  to,  which  arose  from  considera- 
tions to  which  I  shall  not  advert  because  they  are 
unpleasant?  But  invariably  the  practice  is  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  the  man  having  in  his  pocket 
the  return,  and  let  him  who  contests  the  seat  come 
forward,  by  petition  or  some  other  mode,  and  claim 
it.  Here,  I  say,  if  you  go  into  the  journal  of  the 
Legislature  of  Florida,  which  I  think  is  entirely 
out  of  order  and  informal,  it  proves  there  was  no 
election  in  the  first  instance,  and -therefore  no  cre- 
dentiala.  It  proves,  according  to  the  legislative 
senseithalrthefe  was  no  election.  The  Legisla- 
ture afterwards  proceeded  to  make  an  election; 
and  the  Governor  has  given  the  certificate  of  it. 
The  only  question  which  can  arise  at  any  stage 
of  this  proceeding,  even  after  it  is  referred  to  a 
eommittee,  is  whwier  you  will  overrule  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Legislature,  and  declare,  contrary  to 
their  judgment,  that  an  Section  was  made  of  Mr. 
YuLEB,  when  they  declared  that  there  was  no  elec- 
tion« and  proceeded  to  elect. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  did  not  intend,  by  the  mo- 
tion I  made,  to  indicate  an  opinion  as  to  the  right 
of  either  par^  claiming  the  seat.  My  object  was 
to  expedite  the  business  of  the  body.  I  see, 
however,  from  indications  around  me,  that  the 
motion  I  made  will  be  calculated  perhaps  to  em- 
barsass  Senatoni  and  prolong  the  debate.  Believ- 
ing that  the  contestant  in  this  case  will  not  be  at 
allprejudiced  by  permitting  the  gentleman  having 
the  certificate  to  be  sworn  in,  I  shall  withdraw 
my  motion.  I  do  it  somewhat  at  the  instance  of 
the  contestant  himiielf.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman  taking  the  oath. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  move,  then*  that  the  eentleman 
whose  credentials  have  been  presented,  be  sworn 
in,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mallsrt  then  took  the  oath  of  office. 


Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  that  the  letter  present 
by  the  contestant   at  the  last  executive  semmit 
of  the  Senate,  together  with  the  record  and  od&i 
papers  relative  to  the  matter,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GWIN,  the  election  of 
special  committee  was  postponed  until  oneo'di 
to-morrow. 

HOUR  OP  MEETING.     ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLEMENS,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  daily  boor  of  meeting  of  the  8 
be  twelve  o'clock  meridian,  antil  otheiwiae  ordered. 

NOTICE  OF  0IIGAJ7IZATI0N. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  DODG£»  of  Iowa,  it 

OrtarW,  That  the  Secraiary  aeqaalst  lb9  Bowe  of 
rtaestativea  that  a  qaorom  of  the  Senaiii  baa 
and  the  Senate  ia  ready  to  pnx;eed  to  buaineia. 

NOTIOES. 

Mr.  GWIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  aslf ' 
leave  to  introduce —  •  i 

A  bill  to  ayihorize  and  direct  the  payraetit  oTj 
certain  monejrs  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
California  which  were  collected  in  the^rts  of  sai^ 
State  as  a  revenue  upon  imports,  since  th«  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  prior  to 
the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  branch  mint  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  California; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  and  consCruc- 
tion  of  a  central  national  railroad  from  the  Miaeis- 
sippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean; 

A  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  on  neww^ 
papers,  and  to  establish  a  uniform  mte  of  posta^ 
on  letters  throughout  the  United  States; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  line  of  ocean  mail  stoamers 
ftom  San  Francisco  in  California,  via  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  to  Shanghai  in  China; 

A  bill  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  in  California; 

A  bill  grantin|^  the  right  of  way  for,  and  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of,  a  line  of  tel^mph  fix>m  the 
Mississippi  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean; 

A  bill  to  create  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  for  military  servioea  in  the 
State  of  California; 

A  Mil  to  establish  a  naTy-«yard  and  naval  dep6t 
in  California; 

A  bill  to  establish  assay  ofllces  of  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States  at  Sacramento  City  and  Stock- 
ton, in  California;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the  public 
lands  in  California,  the  muting  of  donation  prir- 
ile^es  therein,  and  for  omer  purposes. 

Mr.  CHASE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bfll  to  gruit  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  the  unsold  and  unappropriated  pubtte  lands 
remaini^  in  that  State. 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce— 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  (Governor  of  the  Stale  ot 
Wisconsin  to  select  and  locate  other  lands  in  Vktn 
of  such  as  had  been  sold,  in  the  tract  granted  to 
aki  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  WisooaniD 
rivers,  in  Wisconsin; 

A  bill  to  erant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  ouan- 
tity  of  land  to  aid  In  the  construction  of  a  vatirDSMi 
from  Milwaukie  in  Wisconsin,  by  way  of  Waters 
town,  to  Prairie  La  Cersse,  on  the  Mississippi 
river; 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  quan- 
tity of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Fond  du  Lac  to  JanesvBIe  in  Wisconsin; 

A  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Statas  respectively  in  wfaich-diey  are 
situated;  and 

A  bill  to  increase  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  district  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  eave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

Mr.  JON^  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  aak 
leave  to  introduce  a  biU  to  grant  land  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  to  aid  said  Stale  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Duboqueto  Keokuk^  and  from  Dar- 
enport  to  the  Missouri  river. 

tie  also  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  M. 
Rice,  praying  for  a  grant  or  land  for  the  constnic- 
tioD  or  a  railnoad  from  the  St.  Louu  river  of  Lake 
Superior,  via  St.  Paol»  in  Minnesota  Territory,  to 
Dttbuque»  in  the  Slate  of  Iowa. 


1861. 


THE  CONGRBSaONAL  GLOBS. 


UCSPnOlf  JlHD  EHTERTAIMHEfrr  OF  KOS* 

8UTH. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  MissiMif^i.  I  beg  IeaT«  to 
qbbIV  the  Senate  that  to>moTrow,  as  soon  as  I 
OB  do  so,  afler  the  reception  of  the  President's 
Mestt^,  I  afaal]  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
Nwtouon  in  relation  to  the  reception  and  enter- 
tBBMat  of  Loma  Kossuth,  Governor  of  Hun- 
pry.  I  may  renture  to  remark,  that  I  shall  do  so 
IS  Boiaoa  witk  the  Administration,  and  somewhat 
it  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  add  ader 
fafl  consultation  with  as  many  of  my  friends  in 
tkss  body  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
ferii^  with.  I  would  like  to  get  an  informal  order 
fbrme printing-  of  this  resolution,  so  that  honor- 
lUe  gentlcnien  may  have  a  chance  of  reading  it 
nA  9emng  that  there  is  no  mischief  in  it  what- 
civ;  so  tnaC  it  may  to-morrow  morning  be  unan- 
■aaasly  adopted. 

By  unanioKHis  consent,  the  resolution  was  or- 
^red  to  be  printed,  as  follows : 

J«9i  SesohMkm  in  retmtion  lo  the  reception  md  enter- 
tB—wal  of  I«o«M  Kqsnttb,  Governor  of  Hm^pury,  in 
iMQsilodSCBta*. 

BIbA,#«.,  Thatajoiat  cosHDitieeortlie  twoJBousesof 

i,toeoiui*tor ni«mbef8ofihe8enareand— >— 

t9i  tile  Rome  of  Rc^tresenotivra,  he  sppointN  by 

:  eilccr*  oftlie  re«peerive  Houses  to  nmJie  sait- 

■eots  Ibrtlie  rpeeption  of  i*ooi«  Kowatb,  Gov- 

luaguj,  on  hU  arrival  in  Uie  United  States,  and 

lo  hin  assurances  of  the  profonod  respect 


fbr  him  by  tbe  people  of  the  United  Staten;  and 
»  hiB,  OB  tlie  part  or  Congrew,  and  in  thA  name  of 
of  tbe  United  States,  the  bospttalities  of  the 
of  tbeUoiofi* 

PRINTfNG. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

That  instead  of  tbe  number  of  copies  hweto- 
b>  be  printed,  tbe  u^ual  number  of  copies  of  tiie 
ti|1<aiif  Joqrnal,  VL^fprnu  of  Committees,  Executive  and 
■tudlMBiiiis  docoavenlB  lo  be  printed,  shall  be  1400  copies 
■■iilllii>ii  mill  I  <»f  the  Senate.  * 

Oattotkifiy  Uie  Senate  adjourned. 

U0U3E  OF  REPRESENTATIVEa 

HoiTDAT,  Iheember  1, 1851. 

Wihcn^  the  day  fixed  hy  the  Constitution  of 
^thaed  States  fbr  the  meetin?  of  Congress,  the 
MAoi  elect  nf  the  House  of  Kq>re8entative8,  at 
Si^tdc  m.,  were  ealled  to  order  by  Richard 
lf.Tinra,EBq.,  Clerk;  and  the  roH  being  called, 
ifct  Alswmg  members  answered  to  their  names. 


XAIHK. 


m. 


JUWl 


h. 


Jr. 
JU08ACHUflBTT8. 


IBOfifK  ISLAND. 
OOWWBCnCtJT. 


/^^Olmtaad, 
S.  Oc/nioar* 

HmW  TOBK. 
C  Flayd, 


E^Bart, 
1.  a.  Unban  Haws, 


John  L.  Schoolcraft, 
Joseph  Russell, 
John  WellA, 
Alexander  H.  BoeU, 
Preston  Kinf , 
Winard  Ives, 
Tinotby  Jenldns, 
WiUiam  W.  Snow, 
Henry  Bennett, 
Leander  Babcock, 
Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Thomas  Y.  How.  Jr., 
Henry  8.  Walbrfdge, 
Wtfliam  A.  Sackett, 
Ab*haraM.  SchennerhorD, 
Jedediah  Horsfhrd, 
Beuben  RoWe. 
Frederick  S.  Martin, 
SoioipcHiO.  Uaren, 
Augustus  P.  Hascall, 
IjOtenso  Burrows* 

NEWJERSBT. 

Nathan  T.  Stratton, 
Charles  Skelton, 
Isaac  Wildriek, 
Georfe  H.  Browns- 
Rodman  M.  Price. 

PENNSYLVANIA.     * 

Thomas  B.  Florence, 
Joseph  R.  Chandler, 
Henry  D.  Moore, 
Jehn  Robbfns,  Jr., 
John  McNair, 
Thpmas  Ross, 
John  A.  Morrison, 
Thaddeos  Sterens, 
J.  GIsney  Jones, 
Mllo  M.  Dinuniek, 
Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Galusha  A.  Grow, 
Janoes  CamMe, 
Thomas  M.  Bibighaus, 
WiUiam  H.  Kurtx, 
James  X.  McLanatian, 
Andrew  Parker, 
Utm  l*.  Dawson,: 
Joseph  H.  Kubns, 
John  AlKson, 
Thomas  M.  Howe, 
John  W.  Howe, 
CsBtamB.Clutto. 


.  DELAWARE. 

GeocKe  Read  Riddle. 

MARYLAND. 

Rietwrd  I.  Bowie, 
WUIUm  T.  Haaiilton, 
Edward  Hamniond,  * 
Thomas  Y.  Walsh, 
Alexander  Evans, 
Joseph  8.  Cottman. 

VIRGINIA. 

John  S.  Millson, 
Richard  K.  Meade, 
Thomas  H.  Averett, 
ThomsA  S.  Bocoek, 
Paulus  Powell, 
John  8.  Caskie, 
Thomas  B.  Bayly, 
Alexander  R.  Holladay, 
James  F.  Strother, 
Charles  J.  Faulkner, 
John  Letcher, 
Henry  A.  Edmundsoa, 
Fayette  McMullen, 
George  \V.  Thompson. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Thomas  L.  Clinsman, 
Joseph  P.  Caldwell, 
Alfred  Dockery, 
James  T.  Morehesd, 
Abraham  W.  Venable, 
John  R.  J.  Daniel, 
William  B.  Ashe, 
Edward  Stanly, 
David  Outlaw. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
James  L.  Orr, 
Joseph  A.  Woodward, 
Arroistend  Burt, 
Willfaim  Aiken, 
William  F.  Oolcock. 

GEORGIA. 

Joseph  W.  JacksoD, 
James  Johnson, 
David  J.  BaUey, 
Chnrles  Murphy, 
E.  W.  Chastain, 
Junius  Hillver, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Robert  Teorobs. 

ALABAMA. 
John  Bragg, 
James  Abererombie, 
Sampson  W.  Harris, 
WHIiam  R.  Smith, 
George  S.  Houston, 
WiUiamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Alexander  Wlute. 

MISSISSIPPI.] 

D.  B.  Nabers, 
^ohn  A.  Wilcox, 
John  D.  Freeman. 

LOUISIANA. 
Alexander  G.  Penn. 

OHIO. 
David  T.  Disney, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Hiram  Bell, 
Bei^aniln  Stanlon, 
AllVed  P.  Edgartnn, 
Frederick  W.  Green, 
Nelson  Barrere, 
John  L.  Taylor, 
Edson  B.  OMs, 
Charles  Sweetser, 
George  H.  Busby, 
JohnWelch, 
James  M.  Gaylord, 
Alexander  Harper, 
William  F.  punter, 
John  Johnson, 


Josfliih  Cable, 
David  K.  Cartter, 
Eben  Newton, 
Joshua  R.  Giddlngs, 
Norton  S.  Townsitead. 

KENTUCKY. 
Linn  Boyd, 
Ben.  Edvnrda  Grey, 
Presley  Swing, 
William  T.  Ward, 
James  W.  Stone, 
Addison  White, 
Humphrey  MarshaH, 
John  C.  Breckenridge, 
John  C.  Mason, 
Richard  H.  Stanton. 

TENNESSEE. 
Andrew  Johnson, 
Albert  O.  Watklns, 
William  M.  Churcfawell, 
John  H.  Savage, 
George  W.  Jones, 
William  H.  Polk, 
Isham  G.  Harris, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Christopher  H.  WUliams. 

INDIANA. 

James  Lockhart, 
Cyrus  L.  Dunham, 
John  L.  Robinson, 
Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Willis  A.  Gorman, 
John  G.  Davis, 
Daniel  Mace, 
Graham  N.  Fitch, 
Ban^el  Brenton. 

ILLINOIS. 
WUlis  Allen, 
Oriando  B.  Ficklin, 
Richard  S.  Molony, 
William  A.  Richardson, 
Thompson  CampbeU, 
Richard  Yates. 

MISSOURI. 
Gilchrist  Porter, 
John  G.  Miller, 
Willard  P.  Hall, 
John  S.  Phelps. 

ARKANSAS. 
Kebim  W.  Johnson. 
MICHIGAN. 

Ebenexer  J.  Pennimaa, 
Charies  E.  Stuart, 
James  L.  Coi^i:. 

FLORIDA. 
E.  Carrington  Oabell. 

TEXAS. 
Richardson  Scuny. 

IOWA. 
Lincoln  Clark, 
Bernhardt  Henn. 

WISCONSIN. 
Charies  Durkee, 
Ben  C.  Eastman, 
James  Duane  DoQr. 

CALIFORNIA. 
Joseph  W.  McCorkle, 
Edward  C.  Marrfiall. 

FROM  MINNESOTA  TER. 

Henry  H.  Sibley,  Del. 

FROM  OREGON  TER. 

Josefrii  Lane,  Del. 
FROM  N.  MEXICO  TEE. 

R.  H.  Weightman,  Del. 
PROM  UTAH  TER. 

John  M.  Bemhisel,  Del. 


The  Clerk  announced  that  two  hundred  and 
eig^hteen  members  had  answered  to  their  names, 
and  that  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

ELECTION    OF   SPEAKER. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  election  of  Speaker  viva  voce; 
which  motion  was  acrreed  to. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  nomi- 
nations are  now  in  order? 

The  Clerk.    They  are  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  nominated  Mr.  STBVENt,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  understand  that  nom- 
inations for  Speaker  are  not  necessary. 

The  Clerk.  The  gentleman  from  Dlinois  is 
correct.  ** 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Ag:ainst  the  will 
of  the  House,  then,  I  am  certainly  not  disposed  to 
make  any  nomination.  I  desire  simply  to  say, 
that  for  one,  I  shall  vote  for  Lnm  Botd,  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  Speaker — not  because  he  has  received 
thie  nomination  of  a  caucus,  but  because  I  know 
him  to  be  a  sound  Democrat,  and  a  triad  and 


thorough  compromise  and  Union  man.    As  such 
shall  vote  for  him  for  Speaker. 

Mn  CARTTER.  r  desire  to  say  that  I  feel 
very  happy  in  con«irring  wkh  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  shafl  vote  for 
Limr  BoTO  fbr  Speaker,  because  he  is  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Democratic  party. 

CAUCUS  NOlflNATIONS — THE  COMPROMISE. 
Mr.  STANLY.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if 
there  is  any  difficulty  about  the  nomination  be- 
tween our  friends  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House? 

.  A  Voice:  None  whatever. 
Mr.  STANLY.  But  something  is  the  matter. 
A  Voice.  Oh,  we  will  settle  that  by  a  vote. 
Mr.  STANLY.  But  I  have  heard  of  some 
trouble  about  these  compromise  mattecs;  and  since 
the  ball  has  been  started,  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  or  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  would  give 
the  country  some  little  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject. We  want  to  know  how  far  a  coalition  which 
has  existed  elsewhere,  is  to  be  brought  forward 
and  sanctioned  by  the  votes  of  this  House.  One 
ffentleman  from  rennsylvania  [Mr.  SthvensI  has 
been  nominated  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio.  There 
has  been  a  secession  from  our  ranks  on  account  of 
the  adoption  of  the  compromise  measures.  I  want 
to  know  how  far  the  compromise  measures  have 
been  repudiated  by  our  friends  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  for  1  understand  they  have  been  re- 
pudiated. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  individuals  to  console  themselves  in  their  mis- 
fortunes by  seeking:  out  the  misfortunes  of  others. 
I  imagine  that  if  the  gentleman  would  turn  to  his 
own  side  of  the  House,  he  would  find  ample  need 
of  consolation.  [Lau^ter.]  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  misfortune  in  our  ranks. 

[Cries  of  «  Call  the  roll !"  "  Call  the  roll  J"  from 
all  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
proper  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  various  gentle- 
men who  may  be  presented  as  candidates  tor  the 
Speakership.  I  do  not  design  doing  so.  I  desire 
simply  to  say,  that  as  for  the  gentleman  whose 
name  I  have  presented  to  the  House,  he  is  as  true 
a  friend  to  the  Union  as  there  is  in  the  Union*,  and 
I  believe  he  is  just  as  good  a  Whig  as  can  be  found 
in  the  Union.  As  to  the  compromise  measures, 
I  hope  those  gentlemen  who  are  so  inuch  opposed 
to  agitation  will  not  bring  forward  those  measures 
for  discussion  so  early  in  the  session.  I  am 
against  agitation  just  at  this  particular  time.  Ldo 
not  want  to  plunge  this  House  into  another  revo- 
lution such  as  we  had  in  our  efforts  to  oi;ganize  the 
last  Congress.  I  would  sus^est,  therefore,  totha, 
honorable  gentleman  from  I^orth  CaroIinaj^flRKT 
Stanlt,]  and  to  the  honorable  gentleman^xnn 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  JoNEB,]  and  tomycoOeague^Mr. 
Cartter,]  that  perhaps  the  less  said  upon  this 
matter  just  now  the  better.  When  t)^  time  comes, 
should  gentlemen  insist  upoi^ agitation,  we  will  be 
ready  for  it.  Wp  will  take  car6  not  to  throw  the 
first  stone.   •  * 

Mr.  CARTTER  made  some  remark  inaudible 
to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  eonli^ued.  I  have  not  said 
one  word  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  compro- 
mise measures,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  get  up 
agitation  so  early  in  the  session.  We  shall  have 
enough  of  it  after  a  while,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  be?in  now.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
roll  will  be  called  ^ 
[Cries  of  "CaU  the  roll!"  "Call  the  rolll'n 
Mr.  BROOKS.  The  honorable  gentleman  (rom 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Savage]  has  tauntingly  advised 
us  Whigs  before  we  proceed  to.a  vote,  that  instead 
of  rn>roaching  the  Democratic  party,  we  first  heal 
the  oifferences  in  our  own  ranks.  It  is  good  ad- 
vice; and  but  for  that  advice  from^  the  other  side 
of  the  House  1  should  not  have  said  a  word  upon 
diis  occasion,  nor  have  had  the  opportunity  I  now 
have  of  informing  the  gentleman  tnat  the  breaches 
in  the  Whig  party  have  been  healed.  I  now  have 
the  pleasure  of  informing  not  only  that  gentleman, 
but  all  others  associate  vdth  him  in  his  party 
connection,  that  the  Whigs  of  this  Congress  as- 
sembled this  morning  in  laiige  numbers 
Several  Members.  How  many? 
Mr.  BROOKS.    Enough  togive  a  decided  and 

emphatic  expression  for  the  W  hlg  party 

'    Cries  of  •*  How  many  were  there?" 
Mr.  BROOKS.   There  were  fifty  or  sixty  pres- 
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ent,  and  by  a  dear  unaqutTooal  refl^utiott  they 
have  acquiesced  in  the  compromiM  meamms. 
(Laughter.]  WeU,  I  see  that  g^tleinen  laugh  at 
the  paucity  of  our  numfoera!  Ay,  it  ia  our  mia- 
ibriaiie  thai  we  have  na  one  hundred  and  ibrty 
membonB  updn  Ihe  floor  of  the  Houie,  aa  -thay 
have;  but  it  ia  not  charitable  to  laugh  at  ua  lor 
that.  We  have  butaevenl^r  or  eighty  Whig  mem- 
bara  ia  all,  but  it  is  probable  that  we  eoicdd  laigely 
increaae  the  number  if  we  were  no  more  particular 
about  piinciplea  than  they  arc.  Nearly  all  of 
those  who  were  in  the  city  this  morning  assem- 
bled in  the  Capitol,  and  exppeasjed  their  opinion  in 
iavor  of  acquiescence  in  the&ia)ity  of  the  conroro- 
miae  measurea.  Our  breaches  nave  thus  been 
healed.  But  how  is  it  with  the  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  aide  of  the  House  I  How  ia  it  that  W  big 
northern  men,  who  are  the  defenders  of  these 
eompromiae  meiiaures,  are  deserted  by  Democratic 
gentlemen  from  other  portions  of  the  country  who 
profess  great  devotion  to  them,  but  who  are  un- 
iidlling  to  sustain  and  defend  those  meaaures,  or 
to  maae  any  record  that  they  do  sustain  them  i  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
aide  can,  uppn  the  single  principle  set  forth  or 
made  known  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  JoNat,]  succeed  m  effecting  an  election:  for 
the  hononLble  gentleman  from  Tennessee  who 
opened  the  biUl,  says  he  votes  for  Mr.  Bon>  be- 
cauae  he  ia  in  favor  of  the  compromise  measures. 
i  have  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  majority  of  this 
House  is  in  favor  of  acquiescing  in  thoae  meas- 
ures. The  Whiga  now  are  nearly  all  upon  that 
platform .  If  that  be  the  on^f  principle  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  nominated  by  the 
genueman  (rom  Tennessee,  he  shall  have  my  vote 
with  all  my  heait.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  OAJiTTsal  rises  and  Myu  that  he  votes  for 
Mr.  BoTD  not  oecauae  he  is  a  friend  of  the  com- 
promise measures,  but  becauae  he  ia  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  caucus.  Here  is  a  distinction 
aad  a  decided  difference,  and  all  the  difference  in 
the  world  between  tlie  Democracy  of  Ohio  and 
Tennessee.  I  should  like  to  know  in  which  State 
ia  taught  the  true  Democratic  faith  ?  I  ahould  like 
to  know  by  which  of  the  expounders  I  am  to  be 
educated  ?  There  must  be  others,  even  Democrats , 

S oping  as  much  in  the  dark  as  myself.  I  see  in 
e  seats  just  b^ore  me  two  highly  honorable  and 
very  distinguished  gentlemen  in  the  northern  Dem- 
ocratic ranks,  [Mr.  Rantodl  and  Mr.  Cleve- 
LAKD,]  and  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
neasee  [Mr.  JoMEt]  teaches  the  true  fiuth,  he 
ejxiles  them  from  the  Democratic  par^  at  once; 
but  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Caettbr]  be  the  exponent,  they  are  the  real 
Democrats,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
^-ihimsclf  ia  but  an  interloper  in  the  ranks.  Wis- 
consin, too,  and  the  ^eDtiemen  who  represem  it, 
ar^  deeply  interested  m  having  this  dispute  settled 
at  once.  And  so  are  other  Democratic  States, 
provided  Democracy  doea  not  mean  one  thing  at 
the  North  and  altogether  another  thin^  south  of 
this.  At  the  oponih^  of  a  Congpress^  with  a  Dem- 
ocratic majority  of  sixty  in  this  House,  we  have 
a  candidate  for  Speaker  formally  presented  to  us 
upon  principles  utterly  variant.  Tennessee  pre- 
sents him  upon  the  pyinciple  that  he  ia  in  faVor  of 
the  eompromiae  measures,  and  Ohio  not  that  he 
is  in  fiivor  of  them,  but  only  becauae  he  ia  Uie 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  paity  I 

Now,  it  ia  of  some  considerable  importance  to 
us  firom  New  York,  upon  all  sides  of  tais  issue,  to 
know  where  we  stand  before  we  begin  to  stand  at 
fdl.  The  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  have  rep- 
resented their  pacty  as  discordant  and  bdligerent 
ui>on  measures  which,  in  their  vital  importance  to 
this  country,  rise  above  all  party,  and  before 
which  all  party  uMues  dwindle  mto  inaignificance. 
It  ia  impoftant,  therefore,  for  me  to  know  where  I 
am  to  Btand,  and  how  I  am  to  vote,  before  I  vote 
at  all.  If  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  TMr. 
BoTD,]  who  ia  the  nominee  of  the  other  aide,  is 
the  candidate  only  of  the  compromise  meaaures, 
aa  the  e:entleman  from  Tennessee  presents  him,  1 
am  reany  to  vote  for  him,  and  he  shall  cheerfVilly 
have  my  vote,  with  all  my  heart  in  the  bargain. 
If,  on  tne  other  hand,  he  la  presented  aa  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  CarttbrI  presents  him,  as 
the  nominee  of  my  distinguiahed  colleague  [Mr. 
pRStTON  Kino,]  who  figured  conspicuoualy  in 
the  Democratic  caucus,  (aa  his  talenta  enable  him  to 
figure  every  where  with  diatinctaon,)  and  of  other 
northern  Demooratic  gentlemen  from  our  State, 


who,  with  pleasiire,  no  doubt,  follow  his  lead  in 
this  matter,  why,  it  iaimpossible  for  me  to  vote  for 
him.  I  want  to  vote  for  a  man  who  ia  in  favor  of 
acquiescence  in  the  compromise  meaaures,  and  not 
for  any  candidate  the.  nominee  of  a  party  that  is 
opposed  to  them.  I  think  it  a  matter  of  the  i/ery 
gravest  importance,  that  the  organ  of  this  the  pop- 
ular branch  of  the  Government,  should,  by  his 
election,  and  the  mode  and  manner  of  it,  be  made 
to  express  the  opinion  that  the  painful  and  start- 
ling issues  of  die  last  Confess  cannot  be  reopened 
in  this.  I  think  it  due  to  tne  North  and  the  South 
both,thatthey  should  this  day  know,  in  the  nomi- 
nation or  selection-of  a  Speaker,  that  theslavery  fire- 
brand is  to  be  played  successfully  with  no  lon^err 
I  think,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  speak  so  freely,  it  is 
not  only  dishon^tet  but  dangerous  for  a  party  with 
sixty  majority  in  this  House,  to  organize  by  pan- 
dering one  way  to  abolition  Democracy  North,  and 
to  slavery  Democracy  South.  It  is  ridine  tha 
wind  to  reap  the  whirlwind,  and  it  ia  a  whirlwind 
that  some  of  us  Whigs,  at  sreat  personal  sacrifice 
in  the  last  Congress,  auelted  once,  and  that  we 
do  not  want  to  be  caUea  upon  to  ouell  too  often. 
It  is  of  importance,  therefore,  for  all  of  us  to  know 
where  we  are.  who  we  are,  and  where  we  are  tend- 
ing. If  thaDemocratic  party  is  one  thing  in  Ten- 
nessee and  altogether  another  thing  in  Onio;  one 
thing  in  Massaimuaetta  and  Connecticut  and  anoth- 
er thing  in  Pennsylvania;  if  it  be  nothing  but  a 
stniggle  for  the  spoils,  and  means  to  use  the  slavery 
excitement,  sectionally  and  at  all  hazards,  to  get 
them;  if  it  be  thus  a  sacrifice  of  the  country  for  tne 
purpose  of  obtiuning[  the  organizattim  of  this  House 
or  tne  Presidency;  if  Democracy  be,  in  the  South- 
em  country,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question 
so  aa  to  overthrow  the  Union,  and  in  the  northern 
country  abolition,  to  bear  down  all  of  us  Whigs 
who  are  defenders  of  the  eompromiae  bills; — ^if  tliat 
be  Democracy^  why,  it  certainly  ia  not  in  my 
power  to  vote  for  any  nominee  of  the  Democratic 
caucus.  On  the  contrary,  upon  the  single  princi- 
ple that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  indica- 
ted, I  eould  give  that  nominee,  with  great  pleas- 
ure, my  vote.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  hear  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  upon  what  platform 
ley  do  really  intend  to  stand  their  candidate; 
whether  he  is  to  stand  upon  one  1^  or  two  legs, 
or  whether  he  go  Iflce  a  quadruped,  walking  on  all 
fours.  For  that  eentleman  himself  I  have  the 
highest  respect.  I  Know  where  he  has  stood,  tuid 
what  he  haa  been,  and  I  stood  with  him,  side*  by 
side.  I  have  not  one  word  to  aay  against  him.  I 
have  no  right  to  judge  what  is  or  wiwt  ought  to  be 
his  position.  But  I  know  enough  of  him  to  fed 
sure,  that  if  he  ia  unchanged  since  the  last  Con- 
gress, he  can  receive  no  pleasure  in  taking  a  nomi- 
nation from  a  pnr^  which  has  refused  to  indorse 
those  measures  of  which  he  waa  ao  earnest  an 
advocate,  and  in  the  passage  of  which  he  took  ao 
conapicuoua  a  part.  If  a  caucus  means  anything, 
it  meana  to  express  a  coincidence  of  opinion;  but 
from  the  demonatrations  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  it  would  seem  that  there  waa  no  such  coin- 
cidence of  opinion.  There  is,  then,  as  one  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  B.  meant 
Mr.  J  ones]  insinuatedjdisorder  and  diacord  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  House;  harmony  <nd  con- 
cord upon  this. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  The  gentleman  totally  mis- 
represents me.  I  made  no  auch  atatemeota  or 
admission .  I  know  of  no  pacty  misfortunes  among 
the  Democracy.  I  merely  stated  that  the  gentle- 
man fVom  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanlt,]  not 
finding  any  comfort  in  his  own  party,  waa  looking 
for  consolation  abroad,  by  imagining  some  one 
more  unfortunate  than  himself.    His  conduct  is 

food  evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  your  party, 
ut  none  as  to  mine. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  conchi- 
aion,  that  the  Whig  party  has,  in  its  congressional 
caucus,  taken  that  sort  of  action  which  presents 
to  the  country  a  harmonious  and  united  front,  and 
on  that  front  they  mean  to  stand.  If  any  portion 
•of  the  Whig  party  are  diasatiafied  with  our  posi- 
tion, let  them  secede  and  go  over  to  the  other  side, 
where  all  sorts  of  principles  are  likely  to  prevail, 
or  can  find  a  refuge  and  accommodation,  oecause 
no  expression  of  opinion  has  been  made,  or  can  be 
jEuade,  ao  dififerent  are  the  opinions  of  that  party, 
in  the  northern  and  southern  sections  or  this 
Union. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  was  more  ihan 
fratifiad  to  learn  from  tha  gantlaman  from  New 


York,  [Mr.  Bmooxi^that  the  Whig  pmty  la^ 
healed  all  their  old  difficulties,  and  h«l  unitod  / 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  eompromiae  mea 
ures  which  passea  Congress  the  alave  bill  ati 
all.  I  underatand  that  he  haa  stated  it  as  a  its 
before  the  country,  that  the  Whig  party  of  t^ 
North  are  now  opposed  to  agitation,  and  are  p« 
fectly  willing  to  execute  every  article  in  the  coo 
promise,  slave  bill  and  all.  I  underatand,  ih^^ 
that  there  ia  no  diviaion  of  opinion  amongst  tii 
Whiga  of  the  North  upon  that  sut^eet.  Do 
understand  that  declaration  to  be  made  unqoa.  i 
fiedly? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  will  say  that  the  Whi|^  cmmi 
cue,  tbk  morning,  by  an  almost  unanimoua  expres 
aion  of  opinion,  gure  utterance  to  an  acquiescanc 
of  the  eompromiae  meaaures,  and  that  hancefortJ 
oppoaition.to  that  resokuion  hare  will  be  dimfot 
ganization. 

Mr.  MEADE,  (continuing.)  Mr.  Clerk,  tha 
explanation  of  |he  gentleman  from  New  Yovi 
[Mr.  BaooKf]  is  fraught  with  a  good  many  thin^i 
addressed  to  the  reflection  of  the  South,  and  thi 
other  portions  of  this  Union  who  are  in  fa-vor  oi 
the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  compromise, 
I  understand  the  Wnig  party  of  the  Nortfi---thoB< 
who  were  in  attendance  nere  this  morning  in  cau- 
cus— represented  probably  about  one  fbarth  por- 
tion of  that  party.  Do  f  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say/W  the  northern  Whigs  who  attended 
that  caucus  will  undertake  to  declare  to  this  Union 
that  their  constituents,  or  even  a  majority  ot 
their  constituents,  will  sustain  them  ?  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  reflecat  the  sentiments  of  the  lar^ 
body  of  the  Whig  party  of  the  North?  and  that 
that  party  are  now  prepared  to  stop  agitation  upon 
the  slavery  question,  and  to  carry  out  faithftiUy 
the  provisions  in  relation  to  the  returning  of  fugi- 
tive daves?  Do  I  understand  that  pled^  now  to 
be^iven  to  the  country? 

Mr.  BROOKES.  If  the  gentleman  will  pmait 
me.  The  best  explanation  that  I  can  make  ia  to 
read  the  resolution  that  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  have  just  now  said  that  the 
WhijS  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Whi|a  of 
the  Soo^  united  with  a  email  fraction  of  the 
Whigs  <^  the  North.  That  is  what  I  understand 
to  he  the  case.  The  whole  body  in  attendance 
upon  that  occasion  represented  about  one  third 
part  of  the  Whig  party  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  me  to  add,  that  the  majority  of  that  caucus 

a  large  minority — ^was  from  the  northern  Statea. 

There  are  not  many  Whig  members  in  this  House. 
The  number  of  members  there  waa  between  fifty 
and  sixty.  At  the  Democratic  caucus  there  were 
eighty-three  members  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two.  I  will  read  the  resolution  that  was  adopted, 
with  die  permission  of  the  gentleman: 

Retohed,  That  we  ngaid  the  series  of  acts  known  m 
the  adJuBtmem  meaBorM,  aa  fcrmini  in  their  mulatl  de- 
pendanca  and  connection  a  i^Btem  of  compromise  the  mort 
conciliatii^  and  the  baat  for  the  entire  country  tfaet  eontd  to 
obtained  IVom  conflictinf  sectional  interest  and  opiaioo*, 
and  that  tberelbre  they  ouabt  to  be  adhered  to  and  canied 
into  full  exeeutioo,  aa  a  flnal  settlement  in  priadple  and 
substance  of  the  daagerons  and  excUfng  suttfeets  wmeh  tfaey 
embrace. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  meak  a  word  in  explanation  ? 

Mr.  MEADE.    Certamly,  sir. 

Mr,  FOWLER.  Mr.  Clerk,  I  was  at  that 
caucus.  I  moved  to  lay  theae  reaolutions  upon  the 
table.  I  stated,  in  connection  with  that  motion, 
that  I  would  not  be  bound  by  these  resohitions. 
[Laughter  and  applause.]  In  my  jud|;meDt  there 
were  about  forty  members  there.  1  did  not  count 
them.  I  will  ftirther  sav,  that  in  the  vote  to  lay 
the  resolutions  upon  tne  table,  which  was  on  a 
diviaion  by  ayes*  and  noes,  I  judge  about  one 
third  were  in  mvorof  laying  them  on  the  table. 
[Laughter.]  I  will  say  in  <ioncIuaion,  Mr.  Clerk, 
that  f  deem  it  my  duty  to  havethe  facts  knownas 
they  are.  If  I  am  called  a  aeceder,  eo  be  it.  lama 
Whig,  hfive  always  been  a  Whig,  and  pBpbtbly 
will  ever  be  a  Whig.  I  mean  to  stand  firmlv 
where  I  idways  have  stood.  [Applanae.]  1  shall 
not  be  bound  by  the  resolutions  of  othera,  passed 
beforehand .  I  mean  to  act  standing  upon  my  own 
feet  in  this  House,  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  tff  Penns:^lvania.    I  call  the 
gentleman  to  order,  aa  destroying  the  hirmony  of 

Mr.  BrCobSb.    The  gentleman  from  Masaa- 
ehuaetta  [Mr.  Fowuia]  seceded  from  (Be  Whig 
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Mr.  FOWJLER.  I  remuned  then  iMtU  all 
ttfiDA  wa«  ooaciudad  upon  the  reeoiutionflu  The 
mbokt  of  the  membem  of  the  caucuA  then  went 

Mr.  MBADE.    J  hare,  Mr.  Clerk,  but  a  few 
voria  more  to  lay.    It  appears,  then,  that  about 
ferty  Whigs  were  in  attenoance  upon  that  ooca- 
it  AS  C^r  to  pffesame  that  twenty  of  them 
from  the  South,  and  it  is  Aur  to  presume  that 
souUi^ro  Whie  voted  for  that  resoUuion; 
^id  Mtlce  tke  one  third  who  voi^  againft  the  reso- 
Islioai  umI  you  have  twenty-fife;  twenty  south- 
tn  Whigs  firom  twestv-fire,  will  learefire  north- 
«B  WhiAsuoteiningthem.    ILaugfater.]    Now, 
)lr.'  Clen£,  it  is  a^  Yery  signmcant  commentary 
the  action  of  *Uie  w  h^  party  this  raornine, 
was,  thfttone  of  the  Wluft  (W>m.the  NorUi 
lor  the  office  of  Speaker  another  Whig 
feafli  the  North,  for  whose  Whiggery  he  vouches, 
tod  which  I  hflive  no  doubt  all  his  colleagues  from 
Ike  North  wtU  vouch  for.    One  Whig  nominates 
aasiher  lor  the  Speakership,  who  ii  Known  v>  be 
is  Asnr  of  agiiation  and  of  repealing  the  only 
fistairca  as  I  deem  it,  in  that  conapromise,  benen- 
cid  lo  my  eoastituents,  and  the  South  generally. 
5ov,  air,  i  know  the  purpose  for  which  tms 
— 6on  is  BMbde,  and  that  purpose  I  wish  to  ex- 
pose.   It  is  ni«de»  sir,  for  poUtical  capital  at  the 
90Q(h,  in  the  eoproaching  prestdentisLj  election — 
Is  oblsin  Sootnem  votes.    The  people  of  the 
SsDth  understand  the  Whigs  of  the  North.    My 
coBstaiieBta  ondenitand  th«n  as  well  as  I  do.  We 
khov  that  there  are  some  honsrahte  exceptions  in 
tfasc  pvtT  from   the  general  rule  that  controls 
&iB.    We  ksow  that  a  laige  body  of  that  party, 
mkt  the  svsmods  of  a  celMNBated  Senator  from 
Sew  York,  [Mr.  Sew  Ann,]  are  opposed  to  the 
ciecatisn  €>f  the  fugitive  slave  bill,  and  that  they 
hsTthad  oDaveotions,  time  after  time^  in  whico 
ihcy  hare  avowed  their  determination  to  have  it 
fepiried.    All  the  talents  of  Daniel  Wpbster,  and 
those  attins  with  him  at  the  North,  havejtetn 
«isai«  n  aA^y  the  storm  which  that  furtive  slave 
kiBks created  there.     While  we  know  well  that 
awg^nly  of  the  Whig  party  at  the  Nocthare  un* 
mai  tod  mtrtie  to  the  compromise,  we  also 
km  that  a  luge  hod  v  of  the  DemDcmtic  parly 
■I  ^  Xocth  af»  fiuthAil  to  the  compromise — 
■pwiifli  those  who  stand  so  prominently  before 
ihcciiranuiity  there  as  to  be  known  to  the  people 
«fcbe  Sooth.    I  can  allude  to  such  mefras.Mar- 
ef,  Bkhnson,  Bochanan,  Dallas,  Douglas,  and 
sdbtn  whsia  it  is  nnnecessary  for  me  now  to  enu- 


I  have  MSMi  some  of  those  who  ate  the  ac- 
hssMLid  kslaB  of  the  Democratic  party  at 
the  Nora.    We  inow  that  they  are   the    true 
^^Kods  of  Ait  Union.    I  know,  sir,  though  1  was 
^ff^f^  10  <&e  series  of  compromise  measures, 
ttttif  JQMoe  is  to  be  done  the  South,  it  must  be 
ixpedsd  fim,  and  it  wiU  come  ftom,  that  quar- 
iff,saMtsd  \gw  a  fow  sonservative  Wiugs,  who 
aie^hsttling  gloriously  (whose  services  we  are 
wiSk  lo  acloiowled^)  m  finvor  of  the  preserva- 
tioB  cf  the  Coostitituon,  of  the  Union,  and  of  the 
nghlB  of  my  ceostituenls.    If  the  Whig  party  of 
tk  Sooth  do  not  intend  to  shut  their  eyes  and 
waVbUyto  stalk  in  the  dark  regardless  of  the 
^hmMiiy  bhicks  in  their  way,  1  fbreiee  their  des- 
tiny, and  the  end  to  which  they  must  cosae.    If 
'      aid  loyal  lo  thetnterestsof  the  South;  if  true 
loyal  to  the  Union,  I  say  their  destiayuaw4th 
-the  Deaoeraey  of  the  North  and  the  South. 
They  mmA,  cooperate  with  the  Democratic  partv; 
hfisa  aade  the  sunor  principieB  which  have  hith- 
erto divided  tfasm,  the  Whig  party  must  unite 
with  the  Democrats  of  the  Nortii  and  South  inse- 
aning  thof  hltssinps  whidi  they  were  so  elotwent 
in  ^Msr rifling  to  theur  constitueots  at  home.    We, 
■r,  9n  not  to  be  guMed  in  this  mode  by  the  gen- 
tlcBWD  ftom  New  York,  Mr.  BnooKs.1    If  the 
eeatJcman  had  not  made  the  speech  which  he  has, 
I  was  perfectly  williBg  to  have  acknowledg^  him 
aaafinend  of  the  compromise  and  of  this  Union; 
bst  when  I  know  the  effeot  of  that  speech  Will  be 
probriilyto  induce  some  of  the  people  of  the 
oooth  to  believe  in  his  declarations — to  infer  from 
the  nsassge  of  that  resohaion  by  two  thirds  of  one 
third  of  hnmoty,  that  thev  intend  to  abideby  the 
■easures  or  eompromise,  I  fdt  it  my  doty  to  rise 
is  my  i^ace  and  ondeeeiiEe  my  people^  and  to  let 
th«i  know  it  is  hot  >ieMc,  an  aiiltti  eontrivftncs 


for  thepufpose  of  guUitUff^hem  in  the  approafj^ing 
presidential  contest.  That  wm  the  object.  Poes 
the  gentieman  intend  to  soy  to  my  constituents, 
in  the  face  of  the  numerous  Whiff  conventions  at 
the  North  in  whioh  they  expressly  declared  their 
determination  to  repeal  the  only  feature  in  that 
compromise  that  is  oenefioial  to  us^  that  they  wilt 
execute  it?  Does  he  hope  to  impose  upon  their 
credulity  to  the  extent  of  making  tnem  believe  that 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North  are  sound  upon  this 
subject?  So  fer  from  being  dissi^isfied  with  the 
spaech  ofohe  eentleman  if  I  thought  he  had  good 
grounds  to  make  that  speech  upon  if  he  was  sus- 
tained by  the  fects,  1  snould  rejoice  over  his  dec- 
larations; then  I  should  hope  that  both  of  the  great 
parties  at  the  North  were  sound  upon  this  ques- 
tion. Let  me  but  know  the  fact  that  a  large  ma- 
iority  of  the  people  of  the  North,  bqth  Whig  and 
Democratic,  are  in  favor  of  the  execution  of  ibis 
lawi  and  are  willing  to  let  us  rest  in  peace  with- 
out further  agitation,  and  that  this  question  was 
regarded  as  Snelly  settled  by  this  compromise, 
against  which  I  voted,  and  would  again  if  it  was 
to  ooine  up, — I  say  I  should  then  cheerfully  pro- 
claim before  the  nation  that  I  would  abide  all  of 
its  features.  I  do  not  believe,  neither  do  the  Whig 
party  here  nor  any  party  believe,  that  the  declara- 
tions of  the  gentleman  of  New  York,  purporting 
to  give  this  assurance  to  the  South,  have  any 
grounds  to  rest  upon.  The  fact  is  not  so;  we 
know  the  ^ct  is  not  wq*  As  I  have  said  before, 
the  commentary  upon  the  declarations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York — that  the  Whig  party  is 
in&vor  of  the  execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law — 
is  to.be  found  in  the  nomination  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CAMrsEi^L,]  bringing  for- 
ward as  a  candidate  for  this  high  office  one  who 
is  known  to  be  opposed  to  most  of  its  features, 
and  particularly  Uiat  which  secures  to  the  South 
their  constitutional  rights.    We  know,  sir— ^- 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  to  explain,  I  d^ire  to  say  to  him  and  the 
House,  that  the  presentation  by  me  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Stbvbhs  had  no  connection. whatever  with 
the  caucus  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  I  was  not  in  the  caucus;  with  it  vKf  pre- 1 
sentation  had  no  connection. 

Mr.  MEADE.  1  consider  the  gentleman  as  a 
Whi^,  and  his  nominee  as  a  Whig.  He  voudies 
Icr  hiro,  and  many  would  of  eourse  vo^  for  him 
as  being  a  Whig.  Now,  the  country  shall  not  bye 
deceived  by  this  nise  praictised  bv  the  Whig  cau- 
cus. If  I  understima  aright,  that  subject  was 
brought  befoM  the  Democratic  caucus,  evening  be- 
fore last,  (at  which  I  was  not  present,  nor  was! 
in  the  city,)  and  was  laid  upon  the  table  as  being 
the  appropriate  subject  for  the  consideration  of 
the  people  in  convention. 

Several  MBMBXat.    That  is  it!    That  is  it! 

Mr.  MEADE.  That  it  wa«  a  question  for  the 
peopfe  afterwards  to  be  assembled  in  Democratic 
convention,  who  will  take  this  subject  in  hand 
and  win  pfodaan  to  the  worid  the  opinions  upon 
which  Northern  and  Southern  Democrats  stand. 
While  I  know,  sir,  that  there  are  Free-Soil  agita- 
tors who  call  themsdves  Democrats,  I  for  one, 
sir,  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  part^,  who. 
will  be  willing  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  this  com- 
promise whi<m  has  been  passed,  but  which  I  be- 
lieve has  been  dstrimentai  to  us,  repudiate  t^esy 
sold  of  them  who  are  in  favor  of  the  agitation  of 
the  fugitive  slave  bill.  They  .are  not  part  and 
mreel  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  legitinxate 
Democratic  party  of  this  Union.  They  are  repu- 
diated by  the  leading  msn  of  the  North,  whom 
we  all  know  at  the  South,  and  in  whom  we  can 
trust.  These  resolutions  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
Whig  party  to  take  up  fbr  the  purpose  of  im- 
posing upon  the  South  the  idea  that  their  own 
party  baa  been  true  upon  this  qu^tion.  These 
resolutions,  I  again  repeat,  in  the  Democratic 
caucus,  consisting  of  a  bare  majoritv,  were  Uiid 
upon  the  table  as  improper  to  be  actea  upon  in  a 
private  meeting  fbr  another  purpose.  Sir,  we 
wanted  no  declaration  of  opinion  or  principle  by 
which  we  should  be  actuated  here  m  this  Con- 
gress. The  Democratic  party  in  this  Congress 
are  known  to  be  united  on  the  fuccitive  slave  bill. 
I  cast  out  of  view  the  few  dozen  Free-Soilers  and 
j^tators  who  pas^  for  Democrats  at  home,  and 
who  come  here  as  members  of  the  Democratic 
party.  I  do  not  call  them  members  of  the  Demo- 
cratic, party.  I,  for  one,  do  not  view  them  as 
sndi.    When  they  be^me  witiing  to  abide  this 


settlement  ^a4  to  regard  the  compromise  meastires 
as  the£nal  settlement  of  the  slavery  question,  0iey 
mav  come  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  unite 
with  that  party  in  carrying  out  the  other  princi- 
ples that  characterize  it.  These  resolutions  were 
taken  up,  as  I  have  stated  before,  with  a  view  to 
^contrast  the  action  of  the  Whi^  caucus,  contain- 
ing about  one  fourth  of  the  Whigs  of  the  North^ 
and  t^t  the  very  purpose  of  creating  a  felse  belief 
at  the  SouUi  that  we  had  rejected  and  thev  had 
passed  them.  On  any  proper  occasion  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm  there  it  not  a  dozen  Democrats  ^ere 
who  will  vote  against  resolutions  in  favor  of  exe- 
cuting the  fugitive  slave  bill.  They  were  taken 
up  by  the  Whig  party  this  morning  with  a  view 
of  imposing^ their  rotten  party  ano^its  principles 
upon  the  &uth— of  deceiving  them.  The  trick 
will  not  succeed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Mr.Clerk.lhaveheaid 
it  said  that  the  soldier  who  in  the  liour  of  battle 
deserts,  is  n\)x^  io  be  the  loudest  after  the  victory 
in  proclaiming  his  joy;  thai  he  is  most  anxious  to 
be  the  vigilant  sentinel,  afler  the  danger  is  paft,  in 
guarding  the  camp,  and  he  b  always  the  first  when 
on  guard  to  descry  danger  to  the  camp,  and  raise 
false  alarms.  This  is  not  only  tj%e  in  relation  to 
the  soldier,  but  it  is  true  in  relation  to  the  poli- 
tician. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
comes,  forward  to-day  as  the  leader,  as  the  espe- 
cial champion  of  the  measures  passed  by  the  last 
Congress,  and  known  as  the  compromise  meas- 
ures. 

The  compromise  measures  embrace  six  distinct 
propositions.  For  five  of  them  there  was  but  little 
opposition  from  the  North,  and  against  two  of  the 
five — the  admission  of  California  and  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  in  this  District — no  gentleman 
r^resenting  a  free  State  cast  his  vote,  xhe  only 
one  of  the  series  of  measures  thus  passed  that  was 
distasteful  and  violently  assailed  at  the  North,  was 
the  fugitive  slave  bill.  When  the  time  came  for 
Northern  men  to  assume  remonsibility ,  the  gentle- 
man now  so  fierce,  so  bolo^  so  valiant,  found  it 
convenient  not  to  record  his  vote;  he  fled  the  flaf 
under  which  he  now  thinks  all  true  patriots,  s|l 
who  love  the  country  and  the  Union,  should  do  tMtt- 

Mr.  BROOKS,  (Mr.  R.  yielding  the  floor.)  I 
voted  upon  that  question  the  same  way  General 
Cass«  and  Mr.  Dougjas  firom  his  own  State,  voted. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gendeman  from 
New  York  is  certainly  apprised  of  the  fact  that 
Judge  Douglas  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  sick- 
ness at  the  time  the  bill  passed.  Does  he  pretend 
that  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  House  at  the  time 
the  fugitive  slave  bill  was  under  discussion,  or 
when  It  was  being  voted  upon?  This  hope,  if 
such  hope  be  entertained — this  excuse,  if  it  is  plead- 
ed,.is  cutofify — the  gentleman  was  in  the  House  on 
the'same  day,  and  voted  just  before  the  vote  was 
taken  upon  that  bill;  he  was  in  the  House  and 
voted  upon  the  next  proposition  that  succeeded 
that  bill.  Does  the  gentleman  say  that  he  could 
not  have  yoted  upon  that  bill  if  he  had  desired  so 
to  do?  Does  he  deny  that  he  was  here?  If  de- 
nied, I  am  prepared  to  show,  by  the  Journal,  all 
that  1  have  stated. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  gentleman  should  be  con- 
iustsnt  in  his  charges,  and  not  say  I  was  both  in 
my  seat  and  fled  the  House.  I  admit  the  fact  of 
not  voting  on  the  final  passage.  The  ^^tleman 
^iU  find  me  upon  every  vote  facilitatinfi:  action 
upon  the  bill.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  addition  to 
that,  that  there  are  reasons  which  I  have  given 
^sewhere  for  not  voting  on  the  final  passage,  and 
enjfions  oth^s  that  the  oill  was  never  printed  for 
this  House,  but  driven  through  under  the  previous 
question,  without  giving  us  time  to  read  what  the 
bill  was.  Mr.  B.  said  he  regretted  that  he  did  n(^ 
vote  for  the  bill  on  its  final  passage;  and  he 
regretted  it  as  the  most  unfortunate  act  of  his  po- 
liucal  life,  because,  in  addition  to  defending  the 
bill  in  its  details,  whether  he  approved  of  all  tnese 
details  or  not,  he  had  been  obliged  to  enter  into 
long  and  detailed  personal  explanations  of  his 
reasons  whyhe  did  not  vote  for  the  bill  on  its  final 
passage.  When  an  act  of  Congress  was  to  be 
defended  as  he  had  defended  tliis  act,  and  a  public 
man  was  to  be  attacked  upon  it  as  he  had  been  at- 
tacked, whether  he  approved  it  or  not,  the  wisest 
way,  experience  had  shown  him,  was  to  take  the 
bull  by  the  horns  and  walk  off  with  him  at  once. 

Mr.  B.  was  sorry  to  hear  that  Judge  Douglas 
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had  been  then  confined  to  hb  bed  so  as  to  deprive 
him  of  the  power  of  leaving  a  record  in  the  Senate, 
as  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  left  in  the  House.  But  it  was 
very  remarkable  that  every  Northern  Democratic 
Senator,  save  only  the  two  Senators  from  Iowa, 
was  equally  sick  on  that  day,  and  was  also  con- 
fined to  his  bed.  The  malady  was  general,  and. 
only  Iowa  esc^ed  ^e  contagion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  says  he 
is  sorry  that  he  did  not  ^ve  that  bill  his  support. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  sir.  The  soldier  who  de- 
serts his  flag  is  always  sorry,  after  the  victory  is 
won, that  be  was  not  there  to  help  fight  the  battle. 
The  gentleman,  by  refUsin^  to  vote  upon  the  bill, 
placed  himself  in  that  condition  (so  desirable  with 
some  politicians)  to  avail  himself  of  advantage 
either  way,  while  he  was  unwilling  to  hazard  any- 
thing by  the  course  he  pursued.  If  the  bill  was 
odious  to  his  constituents,  he  could  say,  I  could 
not  find  it  in  my  conscience  to  vote  for  it.  If  the 
returning  sense  of  justice  made  it  acceptable,  he 
oould  [say,  I  had  not  time  to  read  what  the  bill 
was. 

The  gentleman  thus  situated  is  selected  to  an- 
nounce to  us  the  fact,  that  the  Whig  party  have 
adopted  by  their  caucus  these  measures  as  the 
platform  upon  which  alone  they  are  willing  to 
stand ;  and  m  the  execution  of  his  mission  he  de- 
nounces as  abolitionists  and  secessionists  the  whole 
Democratic  party,  because  they  have  seen  fit  and 
proper  to  defer  oJl  these  questions  to  the  appro- 
priate tribunal,  the  National  Convention,  which  is 
soon  to  assemble,  to  be  considered  and  acted  upon. 
As  a  Democrat,  I  have  fou^t  for  these  measures 
when  the  eentleman  from  New  York  was  enlisted 
under  the  banner  of  Free^Soil,  going  quite  as  far 
as  him  who  went  farthest. 

His  conversion  has  been  sudden,  and,  like  all 
new  converts,  his  zeal  is  very  great.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  if  modesty  should  not  moderate  his  de- 
nunciations of  those  who  were  so  lately  fighting 
side  by  side  with  him  in  the  Abolition  ranks? 
Who,  sir,  first  joined  hands  and  forces  in  the 
North  with  the  Abolitionists?  The  Whig  party; 
and  by  their  votes  and  their  aid  they  trampled 
down  and  beat  the  Democrats  in  more  than  half 
the  northern  States; and  while  it  is  true  they  forced 
some  of  the  Democrats  to  alliances  with  Aboli- 
tionists^ the  only  men  who  at  the  North  opposed 
Abolitionism  were  Democrats.  When  I  first  en- 
tered Congress,  not  one  Northern  Whig  Repre- 
sentative could  be  found  to  place  himself  upon 
record,  except  under  the  lead  and  side  by  side  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.GiDDtNos;]  while 
there  were  many  Democrats  from  the  same  sec- 
tion (fully  half  of  them)  who  opposed  here,  and 
before  their  constituents.  Abolitionism  and  Free- 
Soil  in  all  its  shapes  and  phases:  I  am  one  of  the 
number.  Sir,  it  was  but  recently  the  whole  Whig 
press  of  the  North,  amon?  whom  was  the  gentle- 
man, were  in  the  habit  of  calling  me  doughface, 
because  I  could  not  and  would  not  bow  to  this 
deity,  once  so  supreme  with  the  gentleman. 

With  the  past  before  me,  the  gentleman  will 
pardon  me — ^I  beg  his  forgiveness — if  I  decline  to 
follow  in  his  lead;  and  I  hope  he  will  indulfi;e  me 
while  I  say  to  }iim,  that  he  had  better  see  that  he 
is  sound  himself  before  he  pronounces  others  so 
unsound;  that  if  he  will  be  content  to  serve  in 
the  ranks  awhile,  and  does  good  service,  l*y  and 
by  we  may  promote  him  to  command,  as  the  re- 
ward of  skill,  industry,  and  zeal. 

But,  sir,  the  ^ntleman  says  the  Whig  party  in 
caucus  have,  with  great  unanimity,  agreed  to  ac- 
auiesce  in  the  compromise  measures;  and  he  says 
uiat  caucus  was  made  up  of  mostly  Northern  men. 
He  also  says  that  Democrats  are  afraid  to  put 
themselves  upon  record  for  these  measures.  The 
gentleman's  fancies  are  fine — his  facts  unfortunate. 
•ae  was  a  member  of  this  House  when  those 
measures  passed,  and  he  knows  that  they  re- 
ceived two  Democratic  votes  to  one  Whig. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Richaudsok 
yielding  the  floor,)  said ,  that  dunng  the  progress  of 
this  discussion,  he  had  analyzed  the  vote  by  which 
the  fugitive  slave  law  had  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  found,  upon  examination  of 
the  Journal,  that  eighty-two  Democrats  voted  for 
that  bill,  and  only  twentv-six  Whigs;  and  this, 
too,  in  a  House  composed  of  about  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Whigs  and  Democrats. 

Out  of  seventy-six  Whig  Representatives  fVom 
the  North,  onlt  three  voted  for  the  bill. 
And  out  of  only  fifty  Democratic  Representatives 


firom  the  North,  twmntt-biiibt  recorded  their 

VOTES  rOR  IT. 

The  State  of  New  York  had,  at  that  time,  thirty- 
two  Whig  Representatives  upon  this  floor,  and 
not  one  of  them  voted  for  this  (nil;  while  the  Hon. 
Hiram  Walden,  the  only  Democratic  Representa- 
tive from  the  State,  recorded  his  vote  for  it. 

In  the  Senate,  there  was  not  a  Northern  Whig 
vote  fbr  the  bill.  And,  sir,  if  gentlemen  will  take 
the  trouble  to  analyze  the  votel)y  which  the  other 
bills  composing  the  adjustment  were  passed,  they 
will  find,  as  already  stated  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  lUindis,  that  there  were  about  two  Democrats 
to  one  Whig  that  voted  for  those  bills.  When 
these  facts  luive  gone  to  the  country,  the  people 
will  be  enabled  to  determine  from  them  to  whom 
they  are  indebted  for  the  passage  of  these  meas- 
ures and  Uie  settlement  of  those  vexed  and  agita- 
ting questions. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  A  re  those  three  Whigs  in 
this  House  ?    They  were  in  the  last  House. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  meant  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives when  I  used  the  term.  But,^  three 
Whigs  of  the  last  House  voted  for  the  fugitive 
slave  bill. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  How  manv 
of  those  Democrats  who  voted  for  H  have  got  back 
to  this  House? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  There  were  more  Democrats 
returned  than  Whigs.  I  see  ouite  a  number 
around  me— I  have  not  counted  tnem — ^my  friend 
Mr.  Richardson,  and  a  number  of  others. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  wiU  with  pleasure  re- 
ply to  the  inquir)^  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Marshall,!  and  I  am  under  deep  obligations 
to  him  for  affbraing  me  the  opportunity  of  pla- 
cing this  fact  before  the  House  and  the  country. 
Of  the  twenty-eight  Democrats  from  the  North 
who  voted  for  the  fugitive  slave  bill,  twelve  are 
memb«is  of  this  House,  tiz:  Messrs.  Bissell, 
Dimmick,  Dunham,  Fuller,  Gorman,  Hibbard, 
M  *Lanahan,  Peaslee,  Richardson,  Robbins,  Ross, 
WUdrick.  Mr.  Buiil,  of  Michigan,  was  beaten 
by  a  Whig  fbr  the  vote  he  gave  for  the  bill,  and  it 
may  be  that  this  Whig  was  one  of  those  Northern 
Wnigs  who,  in  caucus  this  momine,  adopted  the 
compromise  as  the  Whig  platform .  Of  the  t wenty- 
eiffht  Northern  Democrats  who  voted  for  this  bill, 
filte«n  were  candidates  fbrreiUection,  twelve  elect- 
ed, two  ddeated  by  Whigs,  and  one  by  a  Depn- 
ocrat. 

From  all  the  districts  in  the  North  represented  in 
the  last  Congress  by  those  who  voted  for  the  bill, 
Uiere  are  Representatives  here  as  sound  as  their 
predecessors,  save  it  be  from  the  districts  where 
Whigs  have  he&n  returned.  This  is  not  all ;  a  large 
majority  of  the  Democrats  of  this  Congress  from 
the  North  are  opposed  to  any  and  all  disturbance 
of  these  measures,  but  they  are  for  a  full  and  faith- 
ful execution  of  all  the  laws  of  the  land.  But, 
sir,  where  are  the  Whigs  from  the  North  who 
supported  the  fugitive  bill  ?  There  were  but  three 
of  them,  it  is  true;  only  one  of  them  has  been 
spared.  Are  gentlemen  candid  when  they  say 
the  Northern  Whig  party,  either  at  home  or  here, 
are  sound  upon  these  measures — Winthrop,  Yin- 
ton,  Johnson,  bright  shining  lights,  all  true  and 
sound  ?  In  what  but  name  do  they  differ  from  the 
rankest  Abolitionists  in  the  land  ?  They  have  but 
recently  been  the  standard-bearers  in  their  States 
of  this  party  that  now  are  in  such  love  with  the 
Compromise.  When  I  am  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  selectinfi^  between  them  and  Abolitionists, 
I  coiild  not  make  a  choice.  If  there  are  any  per- 
sons in-  this  country  who  are  deceived  by  these 
rrofessions  of  Northern  Wh^,  except  themselves, 
am  greatly  mistaken.  If  any  of  our  friends 
anywhere  are  deceived  by  this  specious  resolution , 
it  is  because  they  are  anxious  to  be  duped .  If  any 
portion  of  our  southern  friends  are  disposed  to 
unite  their  fortunes  with  those  who  are  the  real 
authors  of  all  those  difficulties  that  have  agitated 
the  country,  they  are^  more  anxious  to  be  duped 
and  deceived  than  I  think  they  are.  It  is  for  them 
to  make  their  election. 

I  am  unwiltinr  that  the  recruit  of  yesterday  shall 
dracoon  me,  after  twenty  years  of  contest  with 
abolitionism.  In  all  that  I  have  done,  I  have  been 
actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  over- 
throw those  whom  I  regarded  as  threatening  the  ex- 
istence of  our  Government.  And,  in  conclusion, 
I  have  to  say  to  the  honorable  ^ntleman  from 
New  York  and  his  Northern  Whig  friends,  who 
with  so  much  unanimity  adopted  the  Compro- 


mise, that  when  they  shall  undo  what  they  hn 
done,  or  when  they  bring  their  party  North  to  a 
quiesce  in  these  measures  in  good  faith,  by  ac 
instead  of  promises  that  they  cannot  and  will  n 
perform,  the  day  of  agitation  is  over  here.  I  frv 
they  have  seen  the  error  of  thdr  way,  and  iniei 
in  future  to  seek  and  follow  in  the  path  of  duty  • 

Several  Mbhbbrs.  "Call  the  roll!"  «<  O4 
the  roll!"  ^ 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  have  but  a  r<e 
words  to  say  in  reply  to  what  has  fallen  Axmb  tl 
gentleman  from  Yirginia,  [Mr.  Mbadb,]  and  Troi 
Uie  gentleman  fh>m  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richards  oM 
The  j^tleman  from  Yirginia  [Mr.  Mbadb]  hj 
said  m  the  course  of  his  remarks  that  it  is  the  d« 
tiny  of  the  Southern  Whigs  to  affiliate  with  t| 
I>emocrats  of  the  North. 

M.  MEADE.    And  of  the* South. 

Mr.  CABELL.  When  I  left  my  home  in  tli 
South,  I  did  feel  it  was  to  be  my  destiny  to  affil 
ate  with  the  Demooracy  of  the  North.  I  coal 
not  affiiliate  with  the  Democracy  of  the  SoatI 
The  Southern  Democracy  Were,  in  my  opinion,  a 
wrong  on  many  questions  as  the  Northern  Whig* 
They  were  seeking  to  tear  up  the  foundatioDs  c 
our  Government,  whilst  the  Abolitionista  of  tH 
North  were  seeking  to  produce  excitement  then 
that  would  lead  to  the  same  result.  I  ooitld  no 
affiliate  with  the  Disunionists  and  Seoessioniats  ti 
the  South,  or  with  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North-^ 
Whig  or  Democratic. 

I  came  here  believing  that  it  was  my  destiny 
to  affiliate  with  the  Northern  Democrats  ant 
such  Southern  Democrats  as  will  stand  by  th^ 
Union  and  the  Constitution  as  it  is.  For  I 
had  observed,  in  the  course  of  my  Congresi 
sional  experience,  that  there  were  more  sound 
men  in  the  Congress  of  the  "United  States  up 
on  this  question,  n  the  Democratic  party  than 
among  the  Whigs,  and  I  had  confidence  in  their 
assurances  for  the  future.  I  came  here  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  those  men  by  the  hand,  re- 
garding them  as  brothers,  who  were  willing  to 
stand  with  me  by  the  ConstitutioTi  of  the  United 
State.  I  will  not  mention  individuals,  or  I  might 
point  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  G««- 
man]  who  hu  been  named  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  and  to  the  gentleman  himself,  [Mr.  Rica- 
ARD80K.]  It  was  my  expectation  that  I  sh<Hild 
act  with  those  men.  I  was  willing,  and  even  ex- 
pected, that  I  should  oast  my  vote  for  Uie  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.*  Botd,]  believing  that 
he  would  be  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party; 
that  that  party,  after  all  their  professions  on  tms 
subject,  woula  indorse  the  compromise  measures^ 
which  I  feared  the  Whig  party  would  not  do. 
We  had  been  told  all  over  the  South  that  the 
great  Democratic  party  of  the  country  was  sound 
upon  that  question. 

Mr.  POLK,  (interposing.)    I  wish  to  state  a 
fact  which  has  not  been  heretofore  stated— that  I 
introduced  that  resolution  into  the  Democratic  cau- 
cus, and  that  there  was  not  a  word  uttered  in  tiisi 
caucus  in  contradiction  of  the  principles  embraced 
in  the  resolution.    The  chief  objection  was  as  u> 
the  question  of  time,  and,  as  it  was  not  a  fhll  cau- 
cus, the  objection  was  also  raised,  that  it  would 
not  be  right  for  a  portion  of  the  part^  to  take  ac- 
tion on  a  great  national  question  of*^  this  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  STANLY.  How  many  were  there  in  the 
caucus? 

Mr.  POLK.  Eighty-nine  were  present,  and  I 
say,  that  of  those  eignty-nine,  not  one  member 
-gave  utterance  to  a  sentiment  in  contradiction  of 
the  principles  embraced  in  the  resolution.  We 
have  a  right  to  ask  for  tune,  that  we  may  have 
a  full  expression  of  the  'opinion  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Do  I  understand  the  gende- 
man  as  saying  that  all  who  were  in  attendance  at 
that  caucus  indorsed  the  compromise?  • 

Mr.  POLK.  There  was  no  expression  of  sen- 
timent aeainst  it. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  No,  not  a  senti- 
ment was  uttered  against  it;  but  they  veUd  agamst 
U.  They  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  I  say, 
then,  that  I  came  to  Congress  believing  there  was 
truth  in  what  we  had  hea^,  and  with  a  determina- 
tion to  cut  myself  loose  from  all  party  affiliations; 
to  stand  by  those  who  stood  by  the  rights  of  my 
section  of  the  Union,  and  by  tne  Constitution  of 
these  States.  When  I  came  to  the  city  of  Waah- 
ington  yestorday,  I  learned  that  a  resolution  ap- 
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_  of  tke  tanptowame  had  been  introduced 

dM  DoMoenttic  eaucQ8,uid,maeh  to  mysur- 

bad  been  defeated.    The  Whig  party  held 

^  co-day,  and  I  confess,  somewhat  to  my 

,  pot-themselTes  upon  my  platform.  They 

where  I  stand;  they  stand  where  the  great 

party  of  the  South  stand)  they  stand  upon 

Constitution  as  it  ki;  they  indorse  the  compro- 

«  total  and  jiaol  settlemenvt    The  gentle- 

Vir^liBia  [Mr.  Mbadb]  arrived  at  the 

that  this  action  of  the  Whi|f  caucus 

nnaated  by  Southern  WhJM,  ««th  a  iew 

'Whigs.    I  would  say  to  the  gendeman, 

digtiuat  among  the  Southern  Whin  was 

in  refefcnoe  to  the  action  of  the  North- 

hin.     My  onpression  is,  that  the  majority 

■  md  not  attend  the  caucus.    There  were, 

bat  twalre  or  fourteen  of  the  Southern 

in  that  cauoas,  all  of  whom  declared  their 

iCioa  to  withdiaw  from  the  caucus,  and 

lo  act  with  the  Whig  party,  if  it  failed 

la  jmt'  Uaelf  on  this  national  platform.    A  ma- 

isntv  af  thoae  present  were  Mtihem   WUgt. 

Thaflorthem  Wnigs  haTe  now  placed  themselves 

whasa  I  stood  hbst  Omgreas — ^where  the  g[entlemen 

firsB  Oaofi^ia  and  mymlf  took  our  position  at  an 

earir  stage  of  the  oivanizalion  of  tne  last  House 

•f  bpreaBotatirea.     We  reAised  to  act  in  concert 

wiih  man  -arbo  were  pursuing  a  course  that  must 

■nhilily  lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  institutions 

•fear  country-.  We  determined  no  longer  to  affil- 

iatt  widi  a  partir  thai  was  pursuing  such  a  course. 

Mr.  MEADC.      I  would  ask  the  gentleman 

freai  narida  if  he  intends  to  be  deluded  by  the 

▼MEca  of  the  twelve  or  fourteen  Northern  Whigs 

ahe  tsok  part  in  that  caucus  ?   For,  bv  bis  own 

aecsaat, thee  were  fourteen  Southern  Whigs  pres- 

fift,  afcei-h  would  leave  about  twenty-seven  North- 

aa  Whigs,  and  as  one  third  of  thiose  present  re- 

fbsid  Is  vote  for  the  resolution,  it  leaves  but 

tadwj  m  thivtesn  Northern  Whigs  who  voted 

foriu 

Ifr.CABEIX.     I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 

6001  '?itginia  that  I  was  present  at  that  caucus, 

dsHiBsiiiH  to  act  with  the  Whigs,  if  they 

da  what  the  DemocnUs  fidled  to  do— fully 

the  comfHomise — and  (hat  I  have  no  hesi- 

iiaia  saying  that  there  were  not  five  gentlemen 

ii>M ih»  meeting  on  the  passage  of  the  resohi- 

Mk.  t  AhA  there  were  but  three. 

were,  I  am  pretty  sure,  between  fifly  and 

nbcrs  preaent;  ouite  as  laige  a  propor- 

Maber  as  attended  the  Democratic  caucus. 

I  am  eqpaHy  sare  there  were  not  more  than  seven 

ar  df^  who  voted  against  the  resolution.    Had 

Wygs  eenerally  attended  the  cau- 

wvoHVi^e  been  a  much  better  exhibit. 

oftha  caKus  must  be  regarded  as  the 

ef  dto  ynigpuiy  in  Congress. 

Jfiieertaiaiyi6ct,  and  this  must  go  forth  to 

^~V  ™«  meeting  of  the  Whig  members 

I WH  called  bv  advertisement,  in  the 

ts  city;  that  all  were  invited  to  attend, 

htA  aa  opportunity  of  voting  for  or  against 

the  ifssh<iii,Hd  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  they 

had  had  Ihb  violent  hostility  to  Southern  institu- 

bsBS  ihsK  is  imputed  to  them,  they  would  have 

geae  iato  the  caucus  and  done  what  the  Demo- 

caacua  have  done — ^voted  down  the  resolu- 

At  present  I  am  bound  to  presume  that  the 

of  toe  emicus  held  this  morning  it  the  action 

sf  the  Whisr  party,  and  they  have  placed  them- 

srives  apoB  uc  platform  •when  I  stand. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  would  aak  the  gentleman 
to  state  lo  the  House  whether  he  heHeves  that  that 
reaslatioB,  even  if  voted  for  by  the  Northern 
Why  pteasnt,  does  in  fact  reflect  the  opinion  of 
the  Wta  party  of  the  North  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.    I  will  say  this,  that  it  reflects 

ths  sf  timmta  of  the  Whig  IUprtaetaaHvt$  of  the 

North  in  this  House.    I  cannot  say  what  are  the 

sialiuitats  of  the  individual  constituents,  but  it 

iiisfH  the  present  sentiments  ef  a  majority  of  the 

Whig  Repnaentatives  elected  to  this  House,  how- 

evw  aaaoiind  the  opinions  of  that  portion  of  the 

Whig  pvrtT  mar  Imve  been  in  former  times. 

fSaat  I  have  bsen  in  this  city  and  have  oon- 

with  members,  I  have  learned — and  if  I  am 

I  mA  gentlemen  to  correct  me — that  the 

party  of  the  great  State  of  New  York 

M  to  this  House  but  one  member  (the 

from  the    city  of  New  York,  Mr. 

r)  vftm  the  endorsement  of  the  compromise 


Mr.  HART.    J  think  the  gentleman  is  in  error. 

Mr.  DEAN.  As  one  of  the  members  dected  to 
this  House  from  the  State  of  New  York,  C  would 
say  that  the  Democratic  convention  of  New  York 
of  last  year,  and  the  Democratic  convention  of 
this  year,  and  the  Democratic  convention  of  the 
Congressional  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  indorsed  in  full  the  compromise  meas- 
ures as  a  final  settlement  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CABEILL.  I  did  not  mean  to  do  the  gen- 
tleman any  injustice,  I  aasure  him.  Wtiat  I  have 
said  is  on  the  authority  of  his  colleagues.  But  I 
may  speak  of  the  great  Democmtic  party  of  his 
State,  whose  resolves  are  before  the  country.  They 
do  not  indorse  the  compromise.  I  know  not  what 
the  party  of  his  district  may  have  done;  but  I 
have  it  on  good  authority  that  in  no  district  but 
one  was  the  compromise  measures  fully  indorsed 
by  the  nominating  convention.  The  gentleman 
tells  us  that  the  great  Democratic  party  of  New 
York  have  indorsed  the  compromise  measures. 
This  will  astonish  the  Van  Burens  and  other 
Barnburners,  who  compose  a  majority  of  Uiat 
party.  Why,  who  are  the  ipembers  here  repre- 
senting the  Democratic  party  of  that  State?  Who 
is  the  honorable  gentleman  'who  sits  before  me, 
[Mr.  PastTOK  Kino,] — the  great  head  and  fVont 
of  Free-Soilism  and  Van  Burenism  in  his  own 
party  ?  Who  are  the  great  majority  of  his  asso- 
ciates? Were  not  more  than  half  the  men  on 
their  State  ticket  Barnburners?  The  Hunker 
Democrats  have  surrendered, and  are  in  open  coa- 
lition with  the  Free-Soilors  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  and  yet  the  gentleman  tells  the^House  that 
the  great  Democratic  party  of  the  State  of  New 
York  have  indorsed  the  compromise  measures ! 
Go,  again,  to  the  State  of  Ohio — ^how  is  it  there? 
How  IS  it  in  Massachusetts?  But  it  would  be  in- 
appropriate for  me  to  detain  the  Heuse  at  this 
time  by  any  further  reference  to  this  matter. 

But  the  eentleman  charges  that  we,  the  Whigs 
of  the  SouUi,  have  heretolore  acted  in  concert  and 
coalition  with  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North .  He 
condemns  and  denounces  us  for  it.  But  I  ask  the 
gentleman,  with  whom  does  he  fhid  the  members 
of  his  own  party  actlnff  in  caucus  for  the  purpose 
ef  securing  certain  advantages  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Rouse?  Why,  we  find  them  acting  in 
concert  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  RAiTTOtrLvl  with  the  mtleman  from  Con- 
necticut, [Mr.  Clbvelamd,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  Yorit,  [Mr.  Prsston  tKmo,]  whose 
positions  upon  this  subject  are  well  known.  The 
resolution  approving  oi^  the  compromise  was  laid 
on  the  table,  because  it  was  not  the  time  to  adopt 
it;  it  was  not  poUHc  to  adopt  it  at  thii  time.  It 
might  interfere  with  their  organization, and  defeat 
a  Democratic  Speaker  or  Clerk.  Thus,  the  South- 
ern Democrats  are  doing  the  very  thing  that  we 
have  been  denounced  for  doing;  the  very  thing 
that  I  refused  to  do  in  the  last  Conmss.  I  broke 
myself  loose  fh>m  my  pmty.  And  now,  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  are  all  voting  for  the  gentleman 
who  has  oeoi  nominated  by  the  Democratic  cau- 
cus, although  no  platform  has  been  laid  down. 
They  who  have  been  denouncing  the  Whig  party 
for  years  past  for  not  laying  down  their  pnnciples 
openly,  now  come  in  here  end  hope  to  elect  tneir 
candioatea  by  the  aid  of  Free'49oikraand  Secession- 
ists. We  see  Union  Democrats  and  Disunion 
Democmts,  Old  Hunkers  and  Barnburners,  Free- 
Soil  Democrats  and  Southern  Rights  Democrats, 
eVeiybody  of  all  sorts  from  the  North  and  from 
the  South,  who  will  come  into  the  Democratic  cau- 
cus, all  acting  harmoniously  together  for  the  «dce 
ef  dividing  the  ^x>ils,  but  aH  studiously  absolved 
from  expressing  their  ojanions  on  these  important 
questions. 

Mr.  MEADE,  (interposing.)  The  call  of  the 
caucus  was  an  invitation  to  aliwho  call  themselves 
Democrats,  to  attend,  just  as  the  call  of  the  Whig 
caucus  was  an  invitation  to  all  who  call  themselves 
Whigs  to  attend.  We  could  not  exclude  any- 
body. We  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  making 
nominations.  But  will  the  gentleman  pretend  to 
say  that  there  are  none  of  his  own  party  who  hold 
these  opinions  ?  Did  he  attempt  to  exclude  them  ? 
Diid  he  attempt  to  make  a  nomination  independ- 
ently of  those  Free-Soilera? 

hi r.  CABELL.  I  am  so  frequently  inteimpted, 
that  I  must  of  necessity  speak  disconnectedly.    I 
have  but  a  few  words  more  to  say. 
It  ia  true  that  in  the  Wlpg  caucus,  as  in  the 


Democratic  caucus,  there  were  men  of  this  de- 
scription, but  we  did  not  choose  to  compromise 
ourselves  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  votes. 
We  took  our  [Kmition  in  spite  of  them,  and  I 
thank  Gk>d  for  it.  Those  men  left,  the  caucus, 
and  are  no  longer  Whigs.  Let  them  go  and  fol- 
low the  example  of  Senator  Chase  ami  other  gen- 
tlemen firom  Ohio— act  with  the  great  Democratic 
party.    They  are  no  longer  Whigs. 

For  mysdf,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  whatever 
may  be  the  position  of  the  Whig  party,  I,  for  one, 
stand  upon  the  Constitution  of  mv  country,  and 
shall  act  with  the  great  Union  and  Constitutional 
party,  be  it  Whig  or  Democratic.  I  shall  vote 
against  any  man  nominated  by  a  eooKHon  caucus. 
Tne  Whig  parMr  could  not  expect  to  elect  a  Whig, 
and  have  therefore  made  no  nomination;  but  hav- 
ing placed  ourselves  on  this  constitutional  phitform , 
we  are  willing,  and  I  intend  to  vote  for  somegood 
Union  compromise  Democrat. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said:  As  yet  we  are  not  or- 
ganized. We  are  acting  under  no  rules.  Each 
member  is  permitted  to  speak  when  he  pleases  and 
as  long  as  his  judgmrient  dictates.  I,  however, 
(said  Ire,)  embrace  this  opportunity  of  congratu- 
lating the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
President  upon  the  beautiful  workings  of  their 
peace  measures — this  quieting  of  all  i^oflon.  I 
will  also  suggest  to  gentlemen  who  appear  so  ea^er 
for  the  conflict,  that  we,  the  free  Democracy,  m- 
tend  to  afford  each  of  them  a  legitimate  opportu- 
nity to  express  their  views  on  those  questions 
which  have  now  been  so  inappropriately  precipi- 
tated upon  us.  And  now  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to 
Sermitthevote  to  betaken  upon  the  election  of 
peaker.  I  think  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  our 
constituents,  and  to  the  country,  to  proceed  to  the 
regular  organization  of  the  House.  After  that, 
the  questions  now  referred  to  will  come  op  in 
Intimate  order,  at  the  proper  time  for  discus- 
sion. 

The  House  now  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Speaker. 

The  Clbsk  announced  the  following  members 
as  tellera  to  count  the  vote,  viz:  Mr.  Jokzs  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  RicHAantoN  of  Illinois,  Mr. 
Brooks  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Bowis  of  Mary- 
land. 

The  roll  having  been  called  in  alphabetical  order, 
the  tellere  reported,  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  was  213;  necessary  to  a  choice  107;  of 
which — 

Bo]rd,ofKeatiicky,reo«iT6d 118 

Stanly, of  North  Carolina SI 

Chandler,  of  Pennavlvania SM> 

Stevens,  of  PenMyhranta 10 

Bayly,  of  Virilnla 8 

Taylor,  of  Ohio ,. 6 

Evana,  of  Marylaad 4 

Bocoek,  of  Viiiliiia '. 4 

Gentry,  of  Tenneraee 3 

Rillyer.  of  Oeoryia S 

J.  W.  Howe.of  Penmylvniia 1 

Gomian,  of  Indiana 1 

Bowie,  of  Maiylaad 1 

Outlaw,  of  Noidi  Carolina 1 

Caball,  of  PloHda 1 

AAe,  of  Nortk  Carolina 1 

Alliaon,  of  P«mnaylTania 1 

Meachani,  of  VennODt I 

P.  Kinr,  of  New  York 1 

6.  W.  Jonea,  of  Tenoewee 1 

Moore,  of  Louisiana 1 

"aia 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail,  viz: 

F^  Hon.  Ltnm  Boyri— Metan.  Andrews,  Apfdeton  of 
Maine,  Aahe,  Averett,  fiabcook,  Bartlett,  Bailev  of  Goor- 
fia,  Bocock,  Bragg,  BrMkenrldge,  Baell,  Busby,  Camp- 
bell of  niinoia,  Cartter,  Caskie.  Churcbwell,  Clark.  Cleve- 
laad,  Cobb,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Davis  of  Indiana,  DawMtn, 
Dean,  IMnuBick,  Disney.  Doty,  Dunham,  Easlmaa,  Ed- 
mundfion,  Edgerton,  Ficktin.  Fitch,  Florence,  Floyd,  Free- 
man, Fuuer  <^  Maine,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gorman,  Green, 
Grow,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Haaunond,  Hards  of  Tennessee, 
Harris  of  Alabama,  Hart,  Hendricks,  Heaa.  Uibbaed,  UoUa- 
day,  Houston,  How  of  New  York,  ImnmM,  Ives,  Jaeksos, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jeonson  of  Ohio,  John- 
son of  Arkansas.  Jones  of  New  Tofk,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Jones  of  Pennsvivania,  King  of  New  York,  Kurts,  Letch- 
er, Lockltart,  Mace,  Marshall  of  CaHfbmia.  Masoa.  Me- 
Corkle,  McDonald,  McLanabao,  McMulien,  McNair, 
Meade,  Millson,  Molony,  Morrison,  Murray,  Nabers,  Olds, 
Parker  of  Pennsylvania,  Peaslee.  Penn,  Phelps.  Polk, 
Powell,  Price,  Rantoul.  Riehaidson,  Riddle,  SoM»ins, 
Robie,  RoWnson,  Ross,  Russell,  Savage,  Scurry,  Seymour 
of  New  York,  Seymour  of  Connecticut,  Skeiton,  Smart, 
Smith,  Snow,  Stanton  of  Tennessee,  Stanton  of  Kentucky, 
Scratton,  Smart,  Sutherland,  Sweecser.  Thompson  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Tbttntoa.yeaable,  Wilcox,  Wlldriek.  and  Wuiiaais. 
Jbr  Jibn.  B,  Stati^— Messrs.  W.  Appleton,  Bennett, 
Bowne,  Briggs,  Cko.  H.  Brown,  Chapman,  Conger,  Geo. 
I  T.  Davis,  Doekery,  Duncan,  Goodrich,  Harper,  O.  G. 
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King,  Milltf)  PennUnan,  V<utm,  8chenp«rbora,  gclioop- 
maker,  Scud<fer,  B.  Stanton,  and  Taylor. 

Fior  Hon.  Mr.  Ckandhr—Mem,  Barrere,  Bell^Uiig- 
luuu,  Bventon,  Biifrow«,U.  M.  PttUar,Ooo4tiiow.  Hav«n, 
Hehard,  Horafovd,  Hunter,  Kahm,  Maitbi,  Meickaitt, 
BUnor,  Moore,  Parker,  B.  Tlkoaipaoa,  Waahbnm,  Wdcb, 
andTatea. 

For  Ho^,  TVtfiUttM  SieveiM— Measra.  C.  Allen,  L.  B. 
CampbeU.  Durkee,  Powler,  Giddina,  Haaeall,  J.  W. 
Howe,  Mann,  Newton,  Perktna,  Mckett,  Scboolcffaft, 
Tuck,  Waldbridae,  and  Wella. 

For  Hon.  T.  H.  ifayfy— Metsfi.  E.  C.  Cabell.  Chaatain. 
Cottroan,  Faulkner,  Uillyer,  Jaa.  Johnaon,  Murpby,  and 
J.  P.  Strotber. 

For  Hon.  J.  L.  TWor— -Meaara.  Ewingt  Qray,  H.  Mar- 
ahall,  Stanly,  Ward,  and  Addifon  White. 

J^  Hon,  •A.  Bvana—Meaan.  Brooks,  Chandler,  More- 
head,  and  Bowie. 

JVnr  Hon.  Mr.  jBocadk— Meaara.  Buit,  Colcoek,  Wood- 
ward, and  Aiken. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  C^enfry— Meaara.  A.  Evana,  Watkins, 
and  Walfh. 

Jbr  Hon.  Mr.  iWflyer  Meawa.  A.  H.  Stephana,  and 
Toomba. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  Bowie— J.  P.  Caldwell. 

jPor  Hon.  Mr.  OtUlavf—Mr.  Clingman. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  CafteU— Mr.  Outlaw. 

fbr  Hon.  Mr.  Jttko — Mr.  Orr. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  JtUiton    Mr.  Thonaa  M.  Hoar. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  Meaekam—Hi.  Thad.  Sterena. 

For  Hon.  P.  Elnf — Mr.  Townahend. 

For  Hon.  O.  Jone*— Mr.  Alex.  White. 

For  Hon.  Mr.  Oorman^Mr.  Thomaa  H.  Bayly. 

For  Hon.  That.  M.  Boipa— Mr.  Alliaon. 

The  Hon.  Limn  Botd,  having  reoeived  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  TOtce  giveni  was 
declared  to  be  duly  elected  Speaker. 

The  Clbak  requested  Mr.  Stanlt  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Disnbt  of  Ohio,  to  conduct 
the  Speaker  elect  to  the  chair;  which  duty  they 
performed;  thereupon, 

The  SPEAKER  said:  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatlres,  for  the  kindness  and  confi- 
dence shown  in  selecting  me  as  the  Presiding 
-Officer  of  this  body,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  grate- 
Ail  acknowledgments,  rroperly  appreciating  the 
high  trust-^e  responsibility  impowed,  as  well  as 
the  high  honor  conferred  by  it — I  accept  the 
station  with  a  most  earnest  desire,  and  a  fixed 
determination  to  administer  its  functions,  so  far 
as  I  may  be  able*  in  such  a  manner  that  our  de- 
liberations may  be  pleasant  to  ourselves  and  Agree- 
able and  profitable  to  our  common  country.  [(Sreat 
afjplause.] 

The  Clerk  stated  that  it  was  customary  for 
the  oldest  member  consecutively  of  the  House  to 
administer  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Speaker;  and 
that  as  Mr.  Giddinos  was  the  oldest  member,  he 
would  perform  that  duty. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  came  forward  accordingly,  and 
administered  to  the  Speaker  the  usual  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution. 

MEMBERS  QUALIFIED. 

The  Clerk,  according  to  usage,  called  the 
roU,  when  the  members  came  forward  by  delega- 
tions to  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  were  qualified  by 
the  Speaker  administering  to  them  the  usual  oatn 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  In  accordance  with  our  usual 
custom,  I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

RftQhfBi,  Thatan}eaaaffel>eaenttoifae8eaata,loiiilbrBi 
that  body  tnat  a  quonun  of  the  Hosae  of  Beffaaaniailvea 
haa  aaaembled,  and  Lins  Born,  one  of  the  Bcpraaantaiivea 
fkom  the  State  of  Kentucky,  baa  been  ehoaen  Speaker ; 
and  that  jtbe  Uoaae  ia  now  xeady  tu  proceed  lo  bnalnaaa. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Is  it  not  customary  to 
authorize  the  Clerk  to  carry  that  message  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  My  resolution  provides  that  the 
message  shall  be  canned  by  the  Cleck.  The  law 
provides  that  the  present  Clerk  shaU  oomiane  in 
office  until  the  appointment  of  a  new  Clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  reiolution 
was  adopted. 

COMMrTTBE  TO  WAIT  ON  TH?   PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  BAYLY  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Rooohoi,  That  a  cosMniwee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
Ihla  Hovae,  to  Mn  aiieh  eommiltee  aa  amy  be  appointed 
on  th«  pan  of  die  Senate,  to  watt  on  the  Preiident  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  inlbrm  hhn  that  a  quonun  of  the  Houae 
of  Repretentatlvaa  la  aaaembled,  and  that  Congroaa  if 
ready  to  receive  any  commanieation  he  may  be  pie— ed 
to  make. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  wait  imtil 
we  afe  informed  of  the  organization  of  the  Senate  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  usual 
custom  is  for  the  Senate  first  to  inform  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted;  and  Mr. 
Batlt,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Havbn,  of  New  Yotk, 
and  Mr.  Jokei  of  Tennessee,  were  appointtd  the 
committee. 


THS  RULS8  or  THK  HOUSE. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  that  the  rules  of  the  last 
House  be  adopted  as  the  rules  of  this  House,  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Virfirrnia  wilt  not  insist  upon  that  motion.  As  one 
of  me  minority  of  this  House,  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  little  importance  to  us  what  rules  are  adopted. 
We  expset  to  be  governed  by  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, and  thev  must  take  the  responsibility  into 
their  own  hanos;  but  I  appeal  to  the  exoerience 
of  every  jnnember  of  this  House— I  ask  tne  gen- 
tleman nrom  Viiginia  J[Mr.  Batlt]  to  say  if  that 
majority  can  accomplish  its  own  purposes  by  the 
present  rules  of  this  House?  I  had  various  con- 
sultations vrith  the  Speaker  of  the  last  House, 
{Mr.  Cobb,]  and  with  other  individuals,  in  regard 
to  this  subject,  who  have  had  much  experience 
in  this  matter,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
the  rules  of  this  House  are  made  to  prevent  the 
transaction  of  business.  A  minority  can  retard 
the  whole  business  of  the  House,  if  they  choose. 

I  hofoty  therefore,  fbr  the  sake  of  the  cocmtry;  I 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House^  who  have  business  of  their 
own  to  transact,  that  they  will  not  adopt  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If .  we 
adapt  the  rules  tmtil  further  order,  there  they  will 
stand,  and  we  shall  never  change  them.  I  desire 
to  seethe  majority  of  this  House  control  its  busi- 
ness accordiiMf  to  their  wishes;  but  I  appeal  to  the 
experience  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  whether,  if  these  rules  be  adopted,  the 
majority  will  be  able  to  accomplish  tneir  own 
object? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  oflfered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt.]  I  move  to  add  to 
the  IQdd  rule,  as  foUows: 

**  And  that  if  either  of  the  atandlng  commttteaa  ihall 
ne|(lect  for  thirty  days  to  report  on  any  aubject  eommlttPd 
to  it,  a  mfaiority  of  such  oommiHae  aaay  report  thereon 
whenever  auch  oommitliae  ahall  be  oaUed  for  reporta." 

Mr.  G.  I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  mo- 
ments. I  wish  to  say,  that  fi^r  the  last  cig^t  years 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States 
have  oeea  denied  the  right  of  petition.  The  peti- 
tions of  the  people  are  referrea  to  the  clerks  of  the 
standing  committees»and  there  they  rest  iji  silence. 
The  voice  of  the  people  is  smothered,  and  their 
constitutional  rights  are  practically  denied.  The 
object  of  this  amendment  is  to  insure  to  the  peo- 
ple a  respectful  answer  to  their  petitions.  I  need 
not  go  into  a  history  of  the  oouiipe  which  has  been 
purmted  in  relation  to  this  subj|ect.  All  of  us  rec- 
ollect the  efibrts  of  the  distingtushed  and  venoable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  to 
secure  the  right  of  petition  to  this  body;  imd  this 
rule  has  beeo  resorted  to  as  ao  ahMtiative  for 
smothering  the  voice  of  petition.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  are,  as  the  majority  of  this  body  pro- 
fess to  be,  Democrats,  the  voice  of  the  DemocraQy 
of  this  country,  expressed  through  thstr petitions, 
should  not  only  be  heard,but  should  be  replied  to 
with  respect;  that  their  petittons  should  either  be 
granted  or  rejected.  The  object  of  this  amendment 
IS  to  insure  that  residt— to  provule  that  die  voice 
of  the  people  shall  be  heard  in  this  body. 

[A  messsge  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  that  a  quorum  of  .that  body  had  as- 
sembled, ajid  were  randy  io  proceed  to  businsss.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (rasumiag.)  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  extend  my  remaiks.  I  wish,  how- 
ever, to  say  to  the  new  membera  hera,  that  if  we 
pass  over  this  opportunity  for  amending  our  rules, 
we  shall  have  no  other  opportunity  of  efiecttne 
that  object.  It  is  the  only  chance.  Fourteen  years^ 
experience  in  this  House  has  taught  me  that  this 
is  the  only  moment  when,  we  can  lay  our  hands 
upon  these  rules  to  amend  them.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  STA]n.T]  has  alluded  to 
the  principle '< that  the  majority  shaU  rule."  If 
the  majority  ara  to  rule  so  as  to  smother  the  voice 
of  the  minority  of  tins  House— to  prevent  peti- 
tions from  being  heard— I,  for  one,  cannot  acqui- 
esce in  that  principle. 

Now,  fbr  the  purpose  of  testtng  diis  question, 
upon  which  gentlemen  seem  so  anxious  to  predp- 
itaie  their  remarks  to-day,  I  offer  this  amendment, 
and  hope  every  man  will  record  his  vote  for  or 
againat  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  btit  one  re- 
mark to  make,  and  it  is  this:  Of  all  the  difficulties 
and  perplsodng  qusqtions  «poo  which  this  House 
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will  be  called  4ip<in  to  act,  tiMy  will  find  none  mi 
difficult  to  settle  than  the  rules  which  ara  to  govi 
its  deliberations.    I  have  had  some  little  e: 
ence  upon  this  subject,  and  I  know  that  it  is 
extreme  difficulty,  when  we  «et  into  a  diai 
of  this  sort,  that  we  can  over  dose  it.    The 
ment  which  haa  just  been  offisred  by  the  geni 
from  Ohio  is  new  and  unheard-of. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    The  ^atleman  will  pei 
me  to  correct  him.    He  will  find  by  examii 
the  Journal  of  the  House  four  veara  ago,  that 
same  amendment,  couched  in  tae  same  ' 
wss  offerad  by  the  gentleman  from  Mi 
(Mr.  Adams,)  and  discussed. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  had  referance  to  its  ado| 
as  one  of  the  rales  for  the  (Government  of  a 
lative  body,  that  the  minority  of  a  oomnuttee  si 
have  power  to  raport.    If  it  prevml,  the  tninoi 
of  a  committee    U  may  be  a  soliiary  mamber 
resenting  the  minority  of  a  committee— will 
the  repCMTt,  and  it  wul  be  presented  hare  aa 
raport  of  that  committee. 

Now,  in  order  to  bring  the  House  to  the  quel 
tion  on  the  original  resohuion  of  the  i^entlem^ 
from  Yirgiiiia,  imd  to  get  clear  of  the  ametidmsi 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GhnDmos,) 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  desiired  to  u 

auira  of  the  Speaker  what  wc«ld  be  the  effect  i 
lepravious  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be,  if  auatoind 
to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  the  iaa| 
question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  seked  if  it  was  debatable  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JONES  said  tnat,  according  ip  his  undei 
standing  of  parliamentary  law,  the  effiact  of  til 
previous  question  was  to  cat  off  all  ankendme« 
and  all  debate,  and  to  brinff  the  House  to  a  direc 
vote  upon  the  original  resmution. 

The  SPEAKESl  said  the  gc»Uemwi  from  Ten 
nessee  was  correct. 

The  praviotis  question  was  then  seconded*  ant 
the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  GLDDINGS  desired  the  Speaker  to  ex 
plain  the  effect  of  the  previous  question  npoa  hii 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that,  aoeervluis  « 
parliamentary  law,  the  question  must  be  take 
upon  the  original  resolution  of  the  gentlema 
from  Virginia,  {Mr.  Batlt.] 

Mr.  AA;AD£  asked  if  it  wouM  be  in  order  1 
move  that  the  rules  of  the  House  be  referred  to 
committee  with  instructions  to  amend  ? 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  ooui 
not  be  made  under  the  operation  of  the  previot 
question. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resok 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES  rose  to  a  privileged  qoestiiMi.  H 
moved  that  the  vote  just  taken  be  reconsidered 
and  that  that  motion  be  laid  on  the  table;  whid 
latter  motion  was  agrsed  to. 

T«E  ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pre 

ceed  to  the  election  of  Clerk. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  eS^AKER   appointed   Mr.    Joh^s    < 

Tennessee,  Mr.  RtcHAansow   of  Illinois,    M 

BaoeKs  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  BewiB  of  Mar^ 

land ,  to  act  as  tellera. 
The  SPEAKER  said  that  nominations  were  ; 

Order,  and  that  no  gentleman  could  be  voted  ft 

for  Clerk  unleA  he  was  put  in  nomination  befb 

the  voting  commenced;  tnereupon, 
Mr.  SAVAGE  nominated  Jomr  W.  Porwet 
Mr.     MEACHAM     nominated    Jamcs      i 

Walkir. 
Mr.  CHARLES  ALLEN  nominated  B. 

Stanssust. 
Mr.  ALLISON  nominated  GeoaoBDARCT. 
Mr.   J.    W.    HOWE    nominated    Hora< 

Greblbt,  but  subsequeiitly  withdrew  the  notr 

nation. 
The  roll  Vas  then  called,  when  the  tellsrs   r 

ported,  that  908  votes  had  been  given;  necessaj 

to  a  choice  105;  of  which-^ 

Mr.  Ponicy  received* 199 

Mr.  Walker '19 

Mr.  Staaibanr • 3 

Mr.  Darcy 9 

Mr.  R.M.  Yoanc 9 
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fiaikMnq^  is  the  vole  io  detul: 

MmcrmMt,  Aiken,  Allen  of 

Appletoo  of  Bfeiney  Aahe.  Averott,  B«^ 

ifley  of  GeoTfUu  Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bo- 

smj  »reekenridfe,  Bnefl.  Bosby,  Cable  of  Ohio, 

or  IBiMla,  CJanter,  CaaUe,  Chaataiii,  Cboroh- 

Clwfc,  derelaiid,  CoM,  Cortiii,  Daniel,  Davis  of 

I>avBon.  Dean,  Dimn^k,  Diaoey,  Doty.  Dun- 

'v.kee,  Baatman,  Edmundson^  Edgerton.  ricklio, 

norenee,  Fk>ydL  Preeman,  Firiter  of  Maine,  Gam- 

-^—'  (3ofmaa,<«i«en,  Grow,  Hall,  IIaimltoii,Ham- 

»  of  Tasneaaoe,  Barria  of  Alabama,  Hart, 

Henn,  HIbbaid,  Hillyer,  HoUa4ay,  Uoiuton, 

ewTork^  TngenoU,  Ivea,  Jackion,  Jenkint, 

"^  "^^vneiiee,  Johnaon  of  Georaia,  /obaton  of 

of  Aifcaasas,  Jonea  of  New  York,  Joaea  of 

i  of  PcnnayHaaia,  King  of  ITew  York, 

X/etcb^  Loekhari  Mace,  Bfaraball  of 

.^^^^.^^^n,  MeCwide,  McDonald,  McLanahan, 

a,  MeNair,  Meade,  Millaon,  Molony,  Morriaoa, 

mmnmfy  liabea,  CHda,  Ovr,  Packer  of  Peanaylva- 

'     >  Pe»ch  Pbelpa,  Polk,  PowaU,  Pdee,  B^toiil, 

Biddie,  RobUna,  Hobie.  Robin«>n,  Ross,  Bua- 

,  8c«rry,  Seymour  of  New  York,  Seymour  of 

Skelioa.  Bmart,  Smithy  Snov^  Btamon  of 

jaafum  ofKeotaeky,  Btratloa,  Btoact,  Suth- 

tsar.  Tlmmpaon  of  virgiiiia,  Thomon,  Van- 

.•.and  Wildrtck. 

IFkrBlar    Meagta.  Appleftm  of  Mamadmaem, 

Beaneft,  BiUcbaot,  Bowie,  Bowne,  Bren- 

okMj  Bioara  if  New  Jetaey,  Barrowv,  Cab- 

Caldwell,  Oam|ibeU  of  Ohio,   Chandler, 

a,  CfiMroan,  Conger,   Davia  of  Massachusetts, 

-,  Dan«an,  Bvana,  Ewing,  Pbwier,  Ooodenow, ' 

^  ^vajNBaiper,  Haws,  HaacaH,  Haren.  Hebard, 

W.  Howe,  Himter.  KInf  of  Rhode  lalaod, 

of  Kentbeky,  Maittn,  Meaeham,  Miller, 


■1* 


af  PeaaaylTaaia,  Morehead,  Newton,  Outlaw,  Par 

tadiana.  F^mrfmao,  Porter,  8aekett,8ehermertiom, 

loafty    BdKKMunaker,  Scudder.  Stanly,  Stanton  of 

of  Peen^lvania,  Strotner,  Tavlor,  Thomp- 

CM.  Toomba.  Tuck.  Walbridfe,  WalaL. 

,  WaiUna,  Wekh,  Wella,  White  of  Kan- 

andTatea. 

Stamfimnt    Meaars.  Allen  of  MaaaachQaefta, 
ad  Towasnend. 

Eteny— Maasra.  Afflioa,  and  Thomaa  M.  Howe. 
mtMr,  Tnmm,^    Measii*  Coleock  and  Woodward.' 

Mr.  PaKvsT  ktcwimg  Meevrei  a  majority  <^  the 
wboie  Bomber  of  votaa  east  Ihr  Cterk,  was  declared 
ta  btMy  deccad;  and  he  came  forward  to  the 
%tifcuVcfcair  and  waa  qualified  by  tiding  the 
Mtk  of  office. 

HOUB^OF  MBETmO. 

POWLER  offered  the  followtng  rMohi- 
Bgrted  to,  viz: 
the  daily  boar  to  which  thia  Houiie  ahall 
be  twelve  e*eloek,  aaiil  otherwise 


Ml  HARRIS,  of  TenheMee,  rose  for  the  pur- 
poM  of  saying,  that  if  no  gentleman  on  the  other 
«ie  of  the  Hoase  objectedi  he  would  offer  a  reso- 
lotioa  to  ta«e  tioM  io  regard  to  the  election  ^f 
'^  '    aa.    It  was  read  as  follows: 

^^  jToioaabranner  be  and  he  ia  hereby 

i  llii|iiiaia^Aima  of  the  ttooae  of  Bepreaenta- 
'  laaTfeiiii  wujmi  Congreaa. 

Jlb.UASRmiggmed  that  the  name  of  Z.  W. 
tai  for  Doorkeeper,  and  that  of 
finr  Po9tmaster  for  the  f  hirty- 


_  ao  obfeetion»  the  resolution  was  so 
aMi£M  9ad  unanimously  agreed  to. 
1^  STAITTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  re- 
mkr  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
te  lay  that  motion  oi^  the  table;  whidi  latter 
isp  was  agreed  to. 
neaboTe  officers  then  presented  themselves  at 
*8  table,  and  were  severally  sworn  in. 

SCATS  0¥  MSMBCR8. 
Mr.  HIBS ARD  offered  a  resolution ;  which  was 
as  feUowB,  via: 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hooae  immediately  after 

«f  tiii  raaohitioe  plaee  inn  box  the  name  of 

and  delegate  of  the  Houae  of  Represent- 

ayale  piece  of  paper ;  diat  he  then  psoeeed 

of  tte  Hoaae  to  draw  from  said  box,  one  at 

ihe  aald  pieeaa  of  paper;  and  aa  each  la  drawn, 

I  aaawia  liie  aame  of  the  meaiber  or  delegate 

IC,  w%o  ahan  than  ebooae  hia  aeat  for  the  preaent 

»pfavfd«d  that  belbre  tald  drawing  shall  oommence. 

'  111  caaaa  every  leat  to  be  vacated,  and  rtiall 

aeat  eontinaea  vacant  anttl  it  la  laleoted 

Qb  BMytioB  Inr  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  House 
&iii  adjourned. 


jus; 


IfOTieBB  or  BILLfl.* 

.  SMAWTt  A  bUl  to  ragulate  the  pubUoattoa  of 
of  Ihe  Ualtad  Stalea  and  the  pnbUeatkm  of  the 


jUMi,ablB  10  pivbSWt  the  prosecntloa  of  clalma  agalnft 
a  Wiad  0Mta  If  fbe  bwa  of  Departments,  and  Bena- 
nufvea  in  Conigreaa. 

s  AMttSMadBcta«iaStBiaof  Jfiaaonri 


the  £lght  of  sray,aod  a  poitioa  of  the  pahUe  tapda,  to  aid 
in  the  conatruction  of  a  raihroad  from  Hannibal  to  0aint 
Joseph,  in  laid  State. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS :  A  bUl  giaating  Sw  right  of  way,  and 
auikiogagiant  of  land  to  the  State  of  MiMoyri  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  St.  Louia  to  the  western 
line  of  said  State. 

IN  SfiKATE.  ' 

TimtDAT,  Ikctmber  3,  1861. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  G.  M.  BuTLsa. 

Mr.  HiTNTEa,  of  Virginiai  appeared  in  his  seat 
thip  morning. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THS   TWO  HO09SS* 

The  foOowing  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  was  delivered  by  Mr.  FoaNsv,  its 
Clerk: 

Mr.  PEcaiDBHT :  T  an  directed  to  inform  the  Senate  that 
a  qoomm  of  the  House  of  Repreaentadres  has  aaaembled ; 
that  LiNS  BoTo,  one  of  the  Bepreaaniativea  from  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  Speaker ;  Jobs  W.  Fom- 
NET,  of  Pennsylvania,  Clerk ;  and  that  the  House  is  ready 
to  proceed  to  busineas. 

I  am  alao  directed  ao  telbna  die  Senate,  that  the  Hoaae  of 
Representatives  has  passed  a  rtsolutioB  Ibr  the  appoial- 
roent  of  a  conuniltee  Jointly  with  such  committee  aa  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Prea- 
tdent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  taro  Uouaea  has  assembled,  and  that  Congress  is 
ready  to  receive  anv  communication  he  may  be  j^eased  to 
make:  and  that  Mr.  Batlt  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Havkr  of 
New  Yodt,  and  Mr.  Jorbs  of  Tenneaaee,  have  been  ap- 
pointed Ihe  eommittae  oa  the  part  of  the  Houae. 


Ob  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it 

Ordsrad.  That  a  comadltee  of  two  membera  be  appolntM, 
joiatly  with  the  committee  appointsd  by  the  Houae  of  Rap- 
resentatives.  to  wait  on  the  President  of  die  United  Statea 
and  Inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  each  House  has  aasem- 
bled,  and  diat  Oongreaa  are  mdy  to  reoelve  any  commu- 
■teraon  he  may  be  plenaed  lo  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITOOMB,'  it  was 

Ordsrsd,  That  the  eoanailtee  be  appoiated  by  the  Piea- 
identprolem. 

The  PiiaamsNT  appointed  Mr.  Bright  and  Mr. 
Miller  the  committee. 

ELECTION  or  CHAPLAIN. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  ATCHISON,  it  waa 
JBasoiaed,  That  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  theeleetion  of 
a  Chaplain  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

.      IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  ofvMississjppi.  I  beg  to  nottfy 
the  Senate  that  I  shall  tonnorrow  ask  leave  to 
introduce  ajoint  resolution  expressive  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  donsress  "with  the  exiled  Irish  patriots, 
Wm.  Smith  O'Brien,  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  and 
their  associates. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Joint  Resolution  ex|NressiVe  of  the  sympalhy  of  Congress 
Ibr  the  exfled  Irish  patriots,  Smith  O'Brien  and  Thomaa 
F.  Meagher,  and  their  aaaocialea: 
Be  Ur*9ohed  &y  tA«  S«i»al«  and  Hoims  of  RepretaUa- 
tioet  of  tko  UwUod  SiaU»  of  dffmaHca  im  Congre*$  tuBttn- 
I4sd,  That  in  consideration  of  the  general  sympathy  felt  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  fbr  Smith  O'Biien.  Thomaa 
F.  Meagher,  and  tfieir  Immediate  aasodales,  exiled  IriMi 
patriots,  and  the  warm  sympathlea  felt  by  the  counuyinen 
of  tlMae  diaiiagniflbed  aoiWeai,  who  have  beooBie  adbpied 
eitiseaa  of  the  United  Statea,  the  Preiident  of  the  United 
Statea  be  reqneated  to  aalhofiie  a  eorraapondeace  to  be 
oesuad  with  the  Ooveraaientef  her  Majesty  the  Qaeen  of 
Ciraat  Britain^  appealing  to  the  magnamml^  of  the  Brit- 
lah  Ckivenmeat  and  pe^le  in  their  behalf,  and  reapeetftilly 
reqneating  the  liberatiaB  of  theae  peradnagea  fVom  thelf  pres- 
'ont  eonlmement,  with  aa  effar  to  receive  them  apoa  the 
hospilable  ahoiea  of  the  Unilad  Bintaa. 

MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  DODGEt  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Pcysident,  I  de- 
gire-to  present  the  memorial  of  a  convention  of 
1^4  delegates  from  theStates  of  Wbconsin,  Iowa, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota, which  assembled  at  Burlington »  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  on  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  Octo- 
ber, 1851,  praying  for  an  aporopriation  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  to  tne  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  As  the  committees  are  not  yet 
organieed,  and  the  memorial  is  one  of  a  l&rge  and 
most  respectable  body,  I  ask  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  ana  printed,      v 

The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table  apd  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition  of 
the  present  State  registers  and  receivers  of  the 
land  office  at  Dubuc^ue,  Iowa,  asking  extra  com* 
pensation  for  services  in  locating  military  land 
warrants. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

NOTICES. 
Mr.  ATCHISON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
aik iMve  to iotnodttoaa bill  gi«9^  tl>a  righ^  of 


way  and  making  a  donation  of  a  portion  of  thje 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Haombal  to  St. 
Joseph's,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  MOKTON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  ^pranting  the  right  of 
way  to  the  Florida,  AtlanUc,  and  Gulf  Central 
RaUroad  Company  through  public  lands,  and  ap- 
•propriaJjng  lands  to  the  fikate  of  Florida  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  said  railroad  and  branches. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  J(WES,  of  Iowa,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  said  State.  It 
was  read  a  ficst  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  CHASE,  pursuifnt  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  to  grant  to  tibe 
State  of  Ohio  the  un^Td  and  unappropriated  pub- 
lic lands  remaining  in  that  State.  Ana  it  was  read 
a  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

WECIAL  CLBCTION  COMMITTBB. 

The  hpur  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  special  com- 
mittee amed  to  be  appointed  yesterday  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  Florida  contestea-eleetion 
case. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  furnished  him  with  the  following  result 
of  the  balloting:  Mr.  BaaaiCK  had  received  31 
votes,  Mr.  Bright  31,  Mr.  Davii  31,  Mr  Mason 
17,  and  Mr.  PaAaoa  13.  These  five  gentlemen 
havinff  received  the  highest  votes,  they  were  duly 
elected  the  special  committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  votes  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  Douglas..., •*« .10  Mr.  Norris......«..«3 

Mr.  Pratt..,* 6  Mr.  Clarke 3 

Mr.  Hamhn. 6  Mr.  Shields .3 

Mr.  Underwood .5  Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa.  J3 

Mr.  Clay 4  Mr.  Sumner 

Mr.  Cass.. •••»••  •••.4  Mr.  Cooper •«.. 

Mr.  Walker 4  Mr.  Foots,  of  Miss. « 

Mr.  Felch ..4  Mr.  Foot,  of  Vt 

M^.  Bayard 4  Mr.  Miller 

Mr.  Geyer 3  Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa. . 

Mr.  Hunter 3  Mr.  Badger 

Mr.  Atchison 3  Mr.  Whitcomb ...... 

Mr.  Clemens...... ..3  Mr.  Hale 


Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  would  inquire  what  was 
the  whole  number  of  Senators  voting  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Thp  Chair  cannot  teD. 
It  is  not  usual  to  require  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  to  elect  members  of  a  seleet  committee. 
They  are  elected  by  a  pluitJity. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  ^I  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  required  a  majorit]^  to  constitute  any^ct  of 
the  Senate.  My  impression  is,  that  we  have  sev- 
enX  times  balloted  repeatedly  for  members  of 
conunittees. 

The  PRESID^n*.  The  majority  rule  applies 
to  standiiu^  committees. 

Mr.  BERRIEN .  So  little  desirous  am  I  of  the 
position  in  which  I  seem  to  have  been  placed,  that 
if  the  rules  of  the  Senate  require  a  majority  to  elect, 
I  shall  be  very  glad  if  those  rules  be  adheired  to. 

Mr.  FOOTS,  of  Mississippi.  I  hope  that 
question  will  not  be  utged.  The  Senaite  is  evceed- 
iiu;1y  re}oi(Sed  at  the  composition  of  the  committee. 
Ihear  on  aU  aides  perfect  satisfiuHion  expressed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  rule  on  the  subject, 
after  speaking  of  the  standing  committees,  says; 

"All  otiier comnHlaea  rtiall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and 
a  plaraUtjr  of  votea  aball  UMOEe  a  elioiee.*' 

That  settles  the  question. 

president's  message. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  commiuee  i^nnnted 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States 
and  inform  him  that  there  was  a  quorum  of  each 
of  the  two  Houses  in  attendance,  and  that  they 
were  reader  to  receive  from  him  any  communica- 
tion he  might  be  pleased  to  make,  r^iorted,  that 
the  committee  had  discharged  the  duty  intrusted 
to  it,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
informed  them  that  he  would  immediately  com- 
municate with  the  two  Houses  in  writing. 

Soon  afterwards,  M.  P.  FiLLMoaE,  Esq.,  the 
President's  Private  Secretary,  appeared  below  the 
bar,  and  said: 

Mr.  PaaiioKNT:  I  am  directed  by  the  President 
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of  the  United  Stales  to  deliver  to  the  Senate  a 

meeeage  in  Mrnting. 
[For  the  Messa^,  see  House  proceedings.] 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Preaident's  Mesnfe  and  accompaay- 
ing  documenta  be  printed,  and  that  ten  thoosand  copies 
thereof,  in  addition  to  the  asoal  number,  be  fumiiihed  ibr  the 
nie  of  the  Senate. 

RSCEPTION  AND  ENTERTAINMENT  OF  KOS- 
SUTH. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  MtssisBippi,  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  asked  and  ootained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  recep- 
tion and  entertainment  of  Louis  Kossuth,  Governor 
of  Hungary,  in  the  United  States. 

It  was  TwA  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  fOOTE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  allow  this  resolution  to 
be  considered  at  this  time.  The  terms  of  the 
resolution  are  exceeding ly*  guarded,  and  can  do 
no  barm  any  way.  Unless  it  is  adopted  imme- 
diately, I  fear  it  can  do  no  ^ood.  The  action  of 
the  otner  House  will  be  requiaite,  and  I  learn  that 
the  distinguished  gentleman  referred  to  in  the  res- 
ofution  may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York 
this  evening.  If  a  joint  committee  is  to  be  raised 
at  all,  it  should  be  raised  in  time  to  deliberate  on 
the  form  of  reception.  I  hope  that  no  obstacle 
will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  early  passage  of 
the  resolution.  This  measure  is  not  brought  for- 
ward by  me  alonet  it  is  the  result  of  much  con- 
sultation with  many  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
Chamber.  It  is  introduced,  as  I  said  yesterday, 
flosaewhat  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  other  members  of  the  Administration,  who 
supposed  it  important  that  some  resolution  should 
be  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives.  In  this  matter  I  am  the  organ 
of  those  who,  I  suppose,  entertain  the  common 
American  fieeling  in  reference  to  that  distinguished 
stranger.  I  hope  that  the  resolution  will  be  passed 
immwliatelyby  this  body. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Unanimous  consent  is 
asked  that  this  resolution  may  have  a  second 
readingat  this  time.    Is  there  any  objection? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Let  it  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  at  a  future  dajr  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  declaring  the  measures  of  adjust- 
ment, so  called,  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tions growing  out-  of  the  S3rstem  of  domestic 
slavery. 

The  resolution  is  in  the-foUowing  terms: 

A  resolalion  declaring  the  meaaurea  of  adJneCment  to  be  a 
definitive  aettlement  of  the  qaeetiona  frowing  oat  of 
domeiitic  ilaTerj. 

Be  U  re$0hedt  That  the  neiies  of  measuree  embraced  in 
the  acts  entitled  *<  An  act  propoeiaf  lo  the  State  of  Texas 
the  efllablishment  of  her  Nortiiem  and  Weetem  bOttnda> 
riee,  the  relinquishment,  by  the  said  State,  of  all  terri- 
tory claimed  by  her  exterior  to  eaid  boundariee.  and  of  all 
her  elainw  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  a  ter- 
litorial  goTenunent  fbr  New  Mexico,"  approred  Septem- 
ber 9,  1850;  **  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
California  into  the  Union,''  approved  September  9. 1850 ; 
<*  An  act  to  establi^  a  territorial  government  Ibr  IJtah/* 

S»ved  September  9, 1850;  "  An  act  to  amend  and  sop. 
eataryto  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  raspecttng  ftigttives 
jnsiice,  and  persons  eecaningftom  the  service  of  thdr 
masters,  approvea  February  19, 1793,*  **  approved  Septeav 
ber  18, 1850;  and  ^  An  act  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,**  approved  September  90, 1850, 
conunonly  known  as  the  '^  Compcomise  Acts,**  are,  In  the 
Judgment  of  this  body,  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  a  defini- 
tive adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  disbacting  questions 
growing  out  of  Ae  system  of  domestic  slavery,  and  as 
euch,  that  said  measarea  should  be  aequiesced  in  and  re- 
apected  by  all  good  cilisens. 

The  Senate  then  adjotimed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiTBiDAT,  December  3,  1851. 
The  House.met  at  13  o'clock,  m. 

Mr.  Gektet  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Stone 
of  Kentucky,  appeared  to-day,  and  were  quali^ 
fied  by  taking  the  usual  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  that  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE  objected,  as  there  was 
an  error  in  the  Journal,  which  should  be  cor- 
rected. 

The  Journal  was  then  read. 


Mr.  ABERCROMBIE  said  that  he  had  voted 
yesterday  in  the  election  for  Speaker,  but  found 
that  his  name  was  not  recorded.  He  had  voted 
for  Mr.  Batlt,  of  Virginia.  He  moved  that  the 
Journal  be  so  corrected. 

There  beiii^  no  objection,  the  Journal  was  cor- 
rected .accordmgly . 

Mr.  WEILCH  said  that  there  was  an  error  in 
recording  his  vote.  He  was  recorded  as  having 
voted  for  Mr.  SxEvsirt,  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
had  voted  for  Mr.  Chandler.  He  hoped  the 
Journal  would  be  so  corrected. 

There-  bein^  no  objection,  the  Journal  was  cor- 
rected aocordin^y. 

Mr.  DURKEE  said  that  he  was  recorded  on 
the  Journal  as  having  voted  for  Mr.  Forney  for 
Clerk.  He  was  not  present,  and  did  not  vote. 
He  moved  that  the  Journal  be  so  corrected;  which 
motion  was  affrsed  to. 

Mr.  HAWS  said  that,  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  Clerk  that  his  name  was  not  recorded  among 
the  votes  for  Speaker.  He  had  voted  for  Mr. 
Stanlt,  and  hoped  the  Journal  would  be  cor- 
rected in  that  particular. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

NOTICE   OF   BILLS. 

Mr.  COBB  said :  I  desire  to  give  notice  of  cer-' 
tain  bills  which  I  intend  to  intr(^uce. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  desire  to  know  of  the  Speaker,  if  the 
resolution  offered  yesterday  by  theeentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hibbard]  does  not  come 
up  of  necessity  this  morning,  as  the  first  business 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  first  business  in 
order;  but  if  there  be  no  objection,  the  gentleman 
fVom  Alabama  can  ^ve  the  notices  he  desires. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  eive  notice,  then,  that  I  shall 
to-morrow,  or  on  we  earliest  day  practicable,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands; 

A  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  vrav  and  alternate 
sections  of  the  pubfic  lands  to  the  Selma  and  Gun- 
ter's  Landing  Railroad  in  the  State  of  Alabama; 

A  bill  to  ffrant  the  right  of  way  and  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  land  to  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  in  the  States  of  Tennessee, 
Mississippi^  and  Alabama; 

A  bill  to  grant  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  each 
actual  settler  upon  the  public  land  within  the 
United  States;  and 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  trabsfer  of  land  warrants 
issued  under  the  act  of  38th  of 'September*  1850; 
or,  in  other  words,  to  require  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  ejive  such  construction  to  the  law  as  its 
makers  in  tne  House  of  Representatives  intended, 
and  as  said  law  expresses  on  its  fiice. 

SEATS  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr. 

HiBBARo  was  then  read  as  follows,  viz: 

Actoired,  That  the  Oerli  of  the  Hoaee  immediately  after 
Ae  paaeafe  of  this  reeoimion  place  in  a  box  the  naaie  of 
eaeh  nMmher  and  delegate  of  the  House  of  Repreeeot- 
ativee  on  a  eeparaie  piece  of  paper :  tliat  he  thea  prooeed 
in  preeence  of  the  House  to  draw  IVoia  said  box,  ooe  at  a 
time,  ^e  said  pieces  of  paper ;  and  as  each  is  drawn,  he 
shall  announce  the  name  m  the  member  or  delefate  upon 
it,  who  shall  then  choose  Ma  seat  fbr  the  present  session, 
provided  that  befbre  said  drawing  shall  commence,  the 
Speaker  shall  cause  mwttf  seat  to  be  Tacalad,  and  shall  see 
that  every  seat  oontioues  vacant  until  It  is  selected  under 
this  Older. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  HisBAaD,] 
who  introduced  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
selection  of  seats,  that  he  should  so  modify  it  as 
to  make  the  drawing  of  seats  come  off  to-morrow, 
say  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  9o  that  gentlemen 
who  are  now  absent  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
beine  present  to  select  their  seats. 

A^.  HIBBARD.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  adopt  the  modification 
suggested  by  my  friend  from  Illinois,  but  it  is  sug- 
gest by  other  gentlemen  around  me  that  the 
difficulty ,  which  is  certainly  worthy  of  being  con- 
sidered, would  be  obviatea  if  the  House  would 
idlow  other  gentlemen  to  select  seats  for  members 
who  are  unavoidably  absent. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed !  "  and  "  No,  no !  "1 

There  are  several  j^ntlemen  absent  by  tne  order 
of  the  House,  and  it  would  certainly  be  unfair  to 
proceed  with  the  drawing  in  their  absence.         ^ 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  that  body  had  concurred 
in  the  resolution  of  the  House  fi»r  the  appotntoMnt 
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of  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  i 
United  Stales  and  inform  him  thataqtiommi 
the  two  Houses  had  assembled,  and  were  i^adYJ 
receive  any  communication  finom  him;  and  a 
Mr.  Bright  aod  Mr.  Miller  had  been  appoini 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  go« 
deal  of  disagreement  about  this  matter.  ^owJ 
think  that  a  majority  of  the  House  have  sot  fa^ 
ter  seats  than  they  are  likely  to  get  in  the  Totttf 
and  I  therefore  move  to  la^  the  resolution  on  l{ 
table,  so  that  we  may  remain  as  we  are.  [Laag 
ter.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  called  for  teUers;  whi 
I  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Richards om  ai 
j  Mbacham  were  appointed. 

The  question  bemg  taken,  it  was  decided  in  t] 
negative — ayes  34;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  < 
the  table. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.    I   desire  i 

say  to  the  House,  that  Mr.  Darby,  of  Missoui 

is  m  the  city,  and  has  been  here  since  last  weej 

but  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  since  M onda 

morning  by  sickness.    I  move,  Uierefore,  the  fb 

lowing  as  an^  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  ec 

of  the  resolution  : 

**  Aad  inasoiueh  as  Mr.  Darby,  of  Missoari,  ia  ooafiM 
at  his  lodgings  in  this  city  by  reason  of  siekassa,  one  of  h 
colleagues  is  authorised  to  select  a  seat  fbr  bins  whea  h 
name  Is  drawn." 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  The  coramitu 
of  the  Senate  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presidefl 
is  now  waiting  for  us,  but  the  gentlemen  wbo  wit 
me  are  upon  the  committee  of  the  If  otuie,  ai 
not  willing  to  be  deprived  of  a  choice  of  seats  b 
absence  upon  official  business,  and  by  order  c 
the  House.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  tli 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  delar  the  balloting  fo 
seau  until  half  past  one  o'clock,  by  which  tim 
we  shall  have  returned* 

A  Mbmbbr.    Some  one  can  choose  fbr  you. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  No  one  can  tell  what  aeats  v( 
should  choose. 

Mr.  HIBBARD  then  modified  his  resolotioobj 
striking  out  the  words  *<  immediately  afler  the 
passage  of  this  resolution,"  and  inserting  inVieu. 
thereof,  the  words  **  at  half  past  one  o  VJock  thii 
day." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  members  ol 
the  committee  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  roak< 
their  choice  of  seats  1>efore  they  discnarge  th( 
duties  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Moore'i 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  th< 
resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  It  seems  u 
me  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  postpone  tb( 
drawing  until  to-morrow,  than  to  fix  it  for  half 
past  one  o'clock  to-day.  We  may  be  engaged  at 
that  time  in  hearing  the  President's  message,  and 
I  suggest,  therefore,  to  the  gentleman  from  Nev 
Hampshire,  that  it  would  l^  better  to  postpone 
the  drawine  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Permit  me  to  make  a 
single  suggestion.  It  is  very  desirable  that  thf 
Speaker  of  the  House  should  have  as  much  oppor 
tunity  as  possible  to  make  up  the  Committees,  an( 
that  we  snould  meet  as  seldom  as  possible  unti 
that  is  done. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Very  welU  then,  we  cai 
draw  ft>r  stats  after  the  reading  of  the  President* 
message  to-day.  Let  the  resolution  be  modifie 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  suegest,  that  i 
the  Executive  message  is  being  read  when  thehou 
of  halfrpast  one  arrives,  the  drawing  of  seats  wi) 
come  upas  the  next  business. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  have  no  objection  to  tha 
arrangement,  and  I  therefore  move  to  amend  th 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words,  '*at  half-pas 
one  o'clock, ''and  inserting,  ''immediately  alter  th 
reading  of  the  Executive  message  this  day." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resola 
tion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

SEATS  FOR  REPORTERS. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  proposed  the  foUowini 
resolution,  viz: 

Rewhed,  That  the  Doorkeeper  'of  this  House  be  author 
ised  to  provide  teata  ftv  ttie  Reportera  of  the  (bll  debate 
and  proceedinga,  in  fVont  of  the  Clerk'a  tahle,  if  it  can  in 
done  without  incoaunodiof  the  Honae. 

Mr.  R.  saadt  I  desire  to  say  only  ose  word  ii 
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iiTifina  to  thk  raw^tion.    There  is  no  gentleman , 
I  iMehrnd,  who  has  serrei  here  for  two  seesiona, 
tat  nas  oflcQ  been  misr^>orted..  He  has  been 
to  BBLj  ezacUj  those  things  in  the  report 
hut  did  not  say  in  the  Honse,  and  it  oAm 
U>  a  gnat  deal  of  troiible  and  ineonreni- 
It  is  fery  important,  if  we  are  to  be  re- 
st ally  that  we  should  be  reported  correctly; 
easaot  bedone  qnless  we  can  adopt  some 
by  winch  the  mpeHtUsn  shall  be  situated  in 
XMition  for  hearing  than  they  now  oc- 
Ithink  it  Tery  desirable  that  this  should  be 
and  therefore  I  offer  this  resolution. 
SVAKS.    I  desire  only  to  add  a  few  words 
has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
'  to  express  my  entire  assent  to  his  itso- 
fixpenence  has  demonstrated  the  neces- 
^  «f  it.    No  person  has  erer  spoken  in  this 
who  has  been  fuUy  heard  bv  the  reporters 
leaks.    Unless  we  proriae  seats  for  the 
within  the  bar— as  gentlemen  will  re- 
is  done  in  the  Senate— gentlemen  cannot 
rqwrted  than  Ihey  hare  been  heretofore, 
'oecanon  no  inconvenience  to  the  House, 
bsc^  viO  bo  a  great  benefit  to  us*    I  hope,  there- 
fsss,  that  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 
Mc  KINO,  of  New  York.    It  seems  to  me 
HaR  should  be  arranged  for  the  accom- 
of  membeni,  and  there  is  eyidently  not 
as  cpop^  in  the  centre  of  the  Hall  when  we 
orcapieq  in  taking  a  count  by  tellers,  for  seats 
reporters.    A  resolution  of  this  kind  was 
the  kst  Congress,  and  after  efforts 
le  to  provide  seats  in  the  manner  pro- 
foaod  to  be  impossible,  and  the  res- 
reeonsidered.    I  hope,  therefore,  that 
n  win  not  be  a^optra. 
Mr.  CARTTER.    I  would  merely  suggest,  in 
■ply  to  the  geotleman  from  New  Yor^  (Mr. 
lanj  ibat  on  each  side  of  the  Speaker's  chair,  in 
tbeaosicionTeiuent  place  for  hearing,  and  out  of 
thetsagfiof  the  teHera,  there  are  spaces  that  might 
'  ■  by  the  reporters,  without  at  all  m- 
the  members  of  the  House.    By  pro- 
for  the  r^)orters  in  those  spaces,  we 
them  a  better  opportunity  for  hearing 
now  enjoy. 
G.     if'^  seats  can  be  provided  else- 
front  of  the  Clerk's  desk  without 
the  House,  I  have  no  objection 
to  it;  bit  Ibe  resolution  presides  that  they  shall  be 
pheedii  front  of  the  desk. 

Mr.  CAllTTER.  To  obviate  that  objection ,  I 
ttote  la  mA/t  out  the  words  **  in  front  of  the 
GML«bAHk,''and  bisert  "within  the  Hall." 

Ur.UCHABSeON.  I  will  accept  that  amend- 

"— "{»  liMntsd^to  attain  the  end  which  the 

gMbMHifiRMiOhiohui  in  view. 

Mr.  BWW1W.  It  occurs  to  me  that  that 

«  ^>Mv  too  indefinite.    In  the  firat 

QBBs  tte  Doorkeeper  to  make  a  very 

'the  construction  of  the  Half, 

SB  obstruction  of  the  area  around  the 

Then  seems  to  be  no  restriction  at 

to  control  the  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.W«ARDeON.    I  believe  there  are  only 

Bd  in  rqMNTting  the  debates 

M^,*sai  it  ii  fi>r^tlibse  two  only  Umt  provision  is 
10  6  aaic^  I  am  willing  that  the  resolution  shall 
befinM  tojpreviding  seats  for  those  two. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are 
sdhor  e^tctions  to  the  resohition.  If  we  propose 
isViiBe  a  change  in  the  construction  of  our  Hali, 
sad  aipsdaUy  if  we  attempt  to  make  an  encroach- 

,  that  is  already,  in  mj  view, 

,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  committee  of 

oo^t  to  examine  into  the  manner  in 

it  eaa  be  done.    I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 

the  Doorkeeper  to  provide  these  seats. 

dU acting  the  manner  m  which  he  shall  do 

iC^aad  saving  where  tlie  seats  shall  be,  of  what 

BtMSi  they  shall  be,  and  what  number  of 

Ibcrefliall  foe.    It  does'  seem  to  me  that  we 

not  lo  adopt  the  resohition  in  its  present 

lie  fiirm,  bat  that  we  oug^t  to  place  some 

mn  if  lestiietion  upon  the  action  of^  the  Door- 

hnpir.    In  its  prewnt  fbrm,  I  shall  vote  against 

^ifioliiiion. 

M».UCHARDtoN.    I  will  modify  jnj  reso- 

to  provide  for  two  seats  only.    It  is  quite 

iiBty,  in  my  opinion,  that  a  committee 

„ be  mmed  for  this  purpose.    If  the  improve- 

sMMlis  aad^  at  «llt  Jt  will  be  made  under  the  su- 
ftgfotmm  <^tb*Ps«Bltog  OA«ir i  and  I  have  entire 


confidence  that  he  will  do  nothing  that  would 
incommode  the  members  of  the  House.  The 
resolution  provides  that  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  will 
incommode  the  membors,  the  arrsngement  shall 
not  be  made. 

•  Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
I  understand,  replies  to  my  suggestion  by  saying, 
that  if  the  chai^  is  made  at  all,  it  will  be  maoe 
under  the  direction  of  the  Presiding  Officer.  Now, 
as  I  understand  the  terms  of  that  resolution — ^I  may 
be  mist&ken-4t  takes  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Speaker,  and  leaves  it  entirely  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Doorkeeper,  to  make  the  arrangement  accord- 
ing to  his  views;  it  leaves  th6  matter  to  him,  and 
to  him  alone.  That  is  my  understanding  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  McMULLEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  concur 
fully  in  the  views  and  objects  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  RicHARDtow.]  It  strikes  me 
that  the  gentleman  ought  to  i^pcept  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston.] 
I  think  we  had  better  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
a  committee  of  this  House.  The  Dootkeeper  is  a 
mere  officer  of  this  House,  and  I  care  not  now  he 
decides  the  question,  he  will  by  a  portion*  of  the 
members,  probably,  be  censurfMl  for  his  decision. 
*I  prefer  to  let  the  committee  of  the  House  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  House, 
if  it  is  ascertained  that  we  can  furnish  seats  for  the 
reporters  in  the  House,  let  it  be  done,  but  throw 
the  responsibility  where  it  ought  to  be,  upon  the 
members  of  the  House.  I  hope,  therefore*  that  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Illinois  [Mr.  KicaAROtON]  will  ac- 
cept the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Houston.]  If  he  does  not,  I  desire 
thatwe  shall  take  a  vote  upon  it,  and  throw  the  re- 
sponsibility, where  it  should  rest^  upon  ourselves. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  wais  seconded. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  called  for  tellers  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  they  were  ordered; 
and  Mr.  Richarpson  and  Mr.  Houston  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  then  being  taken,  the  teUers  re- 
ported— ayes  68,  noes  73. 

So  the  resdution  was  rejected. 

NBW8PAP£R8  FOR  MEBIBERS. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reaolpedf  Tbst  the  Otork  cause  to  be  fbrnished  to  the 
ni^iubere  of  tliis  House,  daring  the  preseot  session,  such 
papers  as  tiiey  may  respectively  direct,  the  expense  ttiereof 
not  IS  exceed  the  rate  of  $(30  per  annum  to  each  member, 
ftom  the  eommeneemeot  <m  the  sessioa. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
**thirty,"and  inserting  inits  stead  Uieword**fifly." 
Thirty  dollars  enables  us  to  receive  but  three  daily 
papers.  There  is  more  than  that  number  published 
m  this  city  which  it  is  usefVil  for  members  to  take. 
We  desire  to  tdke  papers  from  abroad,  and  thirty 
dollars  is  too  small  to  supply  us. 

Mr,  FOWLER,  of  MassachuseUs.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  substituting  "forty  "fbr 
••fifty." 

The  SPEAKER.  The^estionwillbeputupon 
the  largest  number  first. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Is  not  the  amendment  amend- 
able? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is;  but  the  question  will 
first  be  taken  upon  the  largest  number  proposed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  (^  and  insert  |50,and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  thev  have,  perhaps,  not  consid- 
ered with  respect  to  tne  taking  of  these  newspa- 
pers. Members  are  charged  $10  for  a  daily  paper, 
and  are  therefore  entitled  to  receive  it  for  a  whole 
year,  yet  they  only  receive  it  until  the  end  of  the 
session,  and  thus  the  |30  is  speedily  exhausted. 
Now,  last  session  the  Senate,  on  account  of  this 
very  difficulty,  adopted  a  resolution  by  which 
everv  Senator  receives  his  papers  during  the 
whole  year*  That  is  now  the  rule  of  the  Senate. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  Senators  are; 
and  I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  words  *<  during  the  present  ses- 
sion," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  '^for  one 
year.  '* 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  accepted  the 
amendment 


Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  would  suggest,  that  it 
would  meet  the  views  of  all  parties  ?  the  words 
"during  the  Thirty-second  Congress"  were  in- 
serted instead  of  '*  ior  one  year." 

Mr.  BOWIE,  la  it  in  order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
make  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  as 
amended. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was. 

Mr.  BOWIEL  I  regret  very  much  to  differ 
from  my  colleague  and  the  honorable  ^gentleman 
who  has  ofiered  the  resolution.  I  really  think  the 
time  has  come  to  raise  the  voice  of  this  House  in 
behalf  of  economy.  I  have  no  disposition  to  carp 
at  small  things^  but  when  example  after  example 
of  extravaeance  has  been  exluoited  by  the  last 
Congress,  1  think  at  the  threshold  of  this  is  Uie 
proper  opportunity  to  set  our  face  against  it. 
There  is  an  old  adage  to  this  efieQt:  Economy  is 
a  good  thing — good  in  the  subject,  better  in  the 
Kmg.  Economy  is,  if  commendable  in  the  citi- 
zen, infinitel¥  more  commendable  in  the  repre- 
sentative of  tne  people.  Gentlemen  who  have  a 
knowledge  of  wnat  passed  in  the  last  Congress, 
know  that  we  voted  for  ourselves  from  |dO,000  to 
$100,000  worth  of  books,jEmd  that  done  only  in 
accordance  to  precedent.  Now,  we  are  again  pro- 
posing to  give  ourselves  personal  donations;  for 
this  resolution  does  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
contribute  to  our  personal  oenefit.  No  one  can 
contend  that  any  inember  of  this  House  requires 
five  daily  papers  in  order  to  enlighten  him  as  to  his 
duty  to  nis  country.  Our  tim;e,  if  properly  devo- 
ted, is  absorbed  by  perusing  the  documents  having 
an  immediate  connection  with  our  duties  as  Rep- 
resentatives. We  have  not  time  to  gather  news 
from  the  four  quarters.  For  what  purpose  is  it 
we  are  now  4>roposing  to  increase,  in  tnis  single 
item  the  expenditure,  of  this  House  to  the  amount 
of  |4,000?  I  hope  gentlemen  wiU  consider  the  end 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  and  look  upon  it  as  the 
shadow  of  what  is  to  come.  If  we  commence  in 
small  things,  we  idiall  continue  to  increase  in 
every  item  of  expenditure  in  the  same  ratio*  until 
the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House  must  receive 
the  rebuke  of  our  constituents.  .There  are  many 
members  around  me  infinitely  better  acquainted 
with  the  doaen  sources  of  expendituro  than  my- 
self, and  which  are  multiplying  every  day,  and  I 
hope.jK>me  one  of  them  will  nuee  his  voice  in  op- 
position to  this  decided  indication  of  a  disposition 
to  waste  the  people's  money. 

Mr.  HALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  exceedingly 
gratified  to  hear  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  and  I 
trust  they  will  be  responded  to  by  all  the  gentle- 
mea  upon  the  other  side.  I  suppose,  sir,  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  I  hope  the  Representatives  in 
Congress,  are  determined  to  make  war  upon  the 
extravagance  of  the  Gk>vernment.  I .  tnink  it 
would  place  us  in  rather  a  queer  position,  in  doing 
our  duty  with  respect  to  the  extravagance  of  this 
Qovernment,  to  commence  increasing  our  own  ex- 

r)nditures,and  most  uaneeessarity ,  asl  think,  too. 
have  been  here  two  Congresses,  and  I  must  con- 
fess, so  fiir  as  I  am  concerned,  the  number  of  pa- 
pers furnished  under  the  oU  resolution  were  as 
many  as  I  had  a  need  for.  I  could  not  use  any 
more  with  any  profit,  and  I  do  not  believe  any 
gentleman  could  ute  any  more  with  any  profit.  If 
It,  therefore,  be  in  order,  1  will  move,  m  substitu- 
tion for  that  resolution,  the  resolution  of  the  last 
Confiress 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Whenever  it  ie  in  order,  I  will 
move  to  substitute  it  for  that  resohition.  It  is,  1 
believe,  sufficient  for  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky^  si^id:  I  desire 
to  express,  with  my  honorable  mend  from  Mis- 
dburi,  [Mr.  Haul,)  my  gratitude  for  the  noble 
and  manly  expression  of  sentiments  favorable  to 
economy^  which  I  have  just  heard  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Hall.  It  is  to  me,  sir,  an  indication  of 
a  returning  sense  of  reason  upon  the  part  of  my 
Whig  friends,  and  I  am  hapmr  to  have  heard  it 
here  to-day  from  one  of  the  leading  and  influen- 
tial men  of  that  party,  [Mr.  Bowis,]  a  gentleman 
whom  I  esteem  highly,  and  who,  having  thrown 
himself  into  the  breach,  will  battle  manfully  for 
the  principles  of  economy  whiph  he  has  just  in- 
culcated. 

I  feel  assured,  sir,  that  his  economy  is  not  of 
that  two-penny,  picayune  order  which  has  so  often 
been  exhibited  m  tlus  House,  and  that  when  we 
come  to  make  appropriations  for  the  support  of 


THE  0ON€kRESl^ONAL  GLOBB. 


Ded.  2 


=::a: 


the  Nftvy,  hi^erio  so  ^xtravagAnt — ^#hen  we 
come  to  make  appropriations  fbr  the  Army,  here- 
toibre  so  impruoent  and  waatefhl — when  we  come 
to  appropriate  the  rast  sums  antiually  appropri- 
ated to  carry  on  the  machinery  of  thiij  great  Grov- 
emment,  his  voice  will  be  heard  ringmg  clear  and 
loud  in  ftivor  of  retrenchment  and  economy.  I  do 
not  understand  the  wisdom  of  that  system  of  scon- 
omy  whi^h  **  twes  at  the  spigot  and  lets  otU  at  the 
Imnig^hoU** — the  economy  which  would  scruple  at 
a  usefbl  expenditure  of  a  few  dollars,  and  permit 
millions  to  pass  without  discussion,  and  some- 
timea  without  eyen  inYestigation.  Look  at  the 
enormous  expendiraras  of  the  last  two  years! 
Did  our  Whi^  friends  then  scruple  to  vote  for  the 
recommendations  of  their  Secretary  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, they  marched  up  in  solid  phalanx  in  sup- 
port of  them.  This  a]:^ropriation  is  a  smaU  mat- 
ter, and  it  is  vehemendy  resisted.  I  trust  the 
same  zeal  win  manifest  itself  in  behalf  of  economy 
when  larger  matters  shall  come  before  us. 

The  resolution  proposes  to  expend  fifty  dollars 
to  supply  the  members  with  newspapen.  If  it 
Were  ah  hundred  it  would  be  profitably  and  use- 
f\illy  expended .  The  sum  itself  is  scarcely  enough 
to  pay  for  the  daily  papers  of  this  city,  wliich  are 
needed  and'Oised  by  each  meml>er,  and  we  ought 
not  to  be  confined  to  this  city.  We  need  the  com- 
mercial and  politioal  intelligenee  derived  fVom  dis- 
tant papers,  to  enable  us  to  legislate  wisely  in 
re^rd  to  the  interests  of  thisfi;reat  people.  I  con- 
fess, fbr  one,  sir,  that  I  need  the  inte^ic;eneeon  the 
subject  of  commerce,  politics,  and  other  matters 
which  other  countries,  and  other  portions  of  our 
own  country,  furnish,  to  enable  me  to  act  intdii- 
gently  and  wisely  upon  many  subjects  which  will 
come  up  for  eonsiderati6n  in  this  House.  Unlike 
my  friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  own  that  I  need  light,  and  that  I  will 
besbenefited  by  the  intelligence  which  newspapers 
will  aflfbrd.  The  appropriation  will  be  usefUl  to 
me,  to  my  constituents,  and  the  country;  and  I 
trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House  further,  had  it  not  been  for 
iHiat  has  fkllen  fh>m  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bowie.] 
I  have  not  o0ered  anytmng  extmvagant.  I  do  not 
care  if  you  do  not  taKe  any  papers  at  all.  I  am 
willing  to  supply  my  own.  You  may  ent  off  the 
per  a^  I  will  stand  that.  Take  it  aU  away,  and 
the  mileage  along  with  it. 

rCries  of  ••Oh!  no!*»  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  EVANSl  It  does  not  make  any  difference 
with  me.  It  is  well  known  by  those  who  have 
served  in  the  House  with  me  that  I  hav6  been  as 
economical  as  other  gentlemen.  I  do  not  know 
bow  the  eentleman  voted  upon  a  certain  private 
cfatim  of  |l50,000.  I  know  wdl  enou^  I  voted 
against  it.  I  have  proposed  to  myself  always  a 
sound  economy;  but  I  wish,!  if  you  pass  this  res- 
olution subscribing  for  newspkjiers,  that  you  shall 
make  it  efficient  to  yourselves.  After  you  amend 
the  resolution  in-  that  way,  you  may  vote  it  down, 
if  you  like.  I  am  quite  as  ready  as  the  gentle- 
man firom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Bowie,]  or  any  other 
gentleman,  to  subscribe  for  all  my  own  papers. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  If  the  object  of  this  propo- 
sition ia  based  upon  the  necessity  of  increasing 
the  intelligence  or  this  House,  there  is  no  doubt 
diat  all  need  it;  but  the  curiosity  about  the  matter 
is  the  source  fVom  which  we  are  to  draw  this  in- 
telligence. ^  What  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this  propo- 
sition ?  It  is  a  subscription  tk>  the  newspaper  press 
of  the  country — a  newspaper  press  Ira  by  the 
pt-ocsedings  of  this  body !  Ana  you  propose  to 
give  |50  to  the  newspapei'  press  of  this  country 
to  secure  this  political  intelligence,  founded  on  the 
news  you  furnish  yourselves.  This  ia  the  kind 
of  intelligence  you  propose  toacquhre.  [Laughter.] 
I  apprehend  tms  is  a  mere  "  scape-«>at,**to  get 
news  to  improve  the  heart.  I  think  if  you  will 
go  into  the  Senate  chamber  and  ascertain  what 
kind  of  food  they  ffeed  their  intellects  upon,  you 
will  find  Godey's  Lady*s  Book  and  Graham's 
Itf  agazine,  and  the  other  literary  periodicals  of  the 
day,  fVanked  to  their  wives  and  daughters  and 
sweethearts.  [Laughter.]  This,  I  apprehend,  is 
the  cause  of  this  great  desiire  to  acquire  intelligence. 
This  will  be  the  result  of  it.    It  is  all  a  humbug ! 

Mr.  BAYLY  (interrupting)  announced,  that 
th^  comn^ittee  upon  the  part  or  the  House  to  wait 
upon  the  Preslaent  of  the  United  States  and  to 
ipfbrm  him  that  we  were  organized  and  ready  to 
mneeiyt  any  eomtn^nienCion  firotfi  him»  kad  per*  ( 


formed  that  duty,  and  that  the  President  had  in- 
formed them  that  he  would  tfiake  a  communication 
in  writing  immediately.  < 

Mr.  CARTTER  continued.  Iwouid  notobjeetto 
this  acquirement  of  intelligence  with  a  view  of  dis- 
charging political  duties;  I  would  not  object  to  the 
appropnalion,  if  it  coutd  be  legitimately  depended 
for  that  end;  but  if  this  appropriation  be  made 
to  the  extent  reoommendea  by  the  ffentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stavtok,]  and  t£e  ^tle* 
man  front  Maryland,  [Mr.  Etan*,J  it  wiH  but 
bring  back  to  thm  body  the  soisaless  scribbling  of 
a  set  of  hired  reporters  within  this  Hall,  the  <mief 
part  of  whose  employment  is  to  draw  the  portrait- 
ure of  the  members  fbr  pay.  This  is  tne.kind 
of  political  intelligence  you  will  get;  or  the  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  some  meeting,  got  up  to  or- 
der— a  beaf  steaJc  convention  in  the  cAiy  of  New 
York,  or  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore,  to  f^ed  some 
candidate  into  the  Presidency.  Thsse  things  are 
manufactured  to  order,  and  multiply  just  as  often 
as  fVmds  are  fbmished  to  purchase  the  steak  with. 
[A  laugh.]  Now,  I  do  not  feel  the  want  of  any 
such  intelligence;  I  would  rather  rely  upon  my  in- 
stincts, as  the  safest  guides  under  the  Constitution, 
than  upon  inteSigence  of  this  kind.  [Grtot  laugh-^ 
ter.]  But  this  species  of  news  does  not  come 
frOita  the  West;  it  does  not  come  from  the  interior 
of  the  Union;  it  is  fulminated  to  order  in  the  cor- 
rupt cities  of  the  EkuBt,  where  the  hired  minions  of 
pobtieal  ambition  brine  dieir  brains  into  operation, 
in  order  to  reach  public  opinion  in  the  interior. 
Now,  I  am  not  in  ravor  of  pandering  to  any  such 
corruption.  I  have  no  candidate  of  my  own  for 
the  Presidency  who  needs  any  such  kind  of  fbd- 
der,  [a  laugh,]  and  I  shall  therefore  be  under  the 
necessity  of  voting  against  this  resolution,  al- 
though 1  feel  the  Want  of  intelligenee  as  mudi  as 
any  one. 

Mr.  CLARK.  It  is  contended  that  the  mere 
amount  of  the  appropriation  contemplated  in 
this  resolution  is  one  of  minor  importance,  and 
perhaps  it  is  so;  but  the  principles  involved, 
which  form  a  part  and  parcel  or  a  sjrstem  of 
extravagant  expenditures  I  regard  as  worthy 
of  our  consideration.  I  know  that  there  are 
those  who  regard  economy  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  rather  with  contempt.  This  may  be  al- 
lowed, so  long  as  gentlemen  are  confined  to  the  use 
of  their  own  money;  but  when  they  are  about  to 
appropriate  the  money  of  others,  I  think  they 
snoula  view  the  matter  differenUy.  We  are  here 
about  to  appropriats  the  people's  money,  and  in 
doing  so,  we  ou^t  to  have  reference,  not  only  to 
our  rights,  whidi  we  may  properiy  exercise,  but 
alao  to  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  people 
whose  money  we  are  to  appropriate.  I  trust  we 
shall  not  tinnscend  the  rignts  with  which  we  are 
clothed  in  this  matter;  I  trust  we  shall  do  nothing 
which  will  prejudice  the  feeling  of  the  people^ 
asainst  us.  A  less  amount  will  be  sufficient — 
abundantly  sufficient  to  supply  all  our  Wants.  I 
hope  that  an  appropriation  tor  a  smaller  amount 
win  prevail.    I  shall  certainly  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  It  is  with  some  degree  of 
reluctance  that  I  have  risen  to  address  a  few  re- 
marks to  the  House;  but  after  the  remarks  just 
made  upon  this  ^for,  I  deem  it  due,  not  only  to 
myself,  but  to  the  country,  that  I  should  take  de- 
cided ground  in  reUttion  to  this  measure,  not  so 
much  in  coniequence  of  the  amount  involved  in 
the  resolution— -as  the  gentleman  on  my  right  [Mr. 
Clark]  has  justly  observed — as  in  consequence  of 
the  principle  involved  in  thequestiott  now  present- 
ed for  our  consideration.  Now,  I  am  here  as  an 
indivlduiJ,  to  represent  honestly  my  constituents. 
In  doinff  so,  I  pledge  myself,  upon  all  occasions, 
to  vote  for  the  strictest  economy  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  of  our  common  country.  In 
conformity  with  that  pledge,  in  order  to  be  consist- 
ent, I  do  not  desire  to  eommence  with  apprc^ri^ 
ations  to  myself.  I  shall  vote  against  receiving 
anything  in  the  shape  of  presents  from  this  House. 
I  am  unwilling  to  vote  even  for  the  amall  appro- 
priations proidded  for  in  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  not  because  I  am  not  ready  to  re- 
ceive instruction  fVom  the  enlightened  press  of  our 
country;  I  have  always  made  provision  for  receiv- 
ing such  instruction,  and  I  have  already  provided 
for  myself  during  the  present  session.  I  have 
subscribed  for  every  we«clynewm)aper  in  my  dis- 
trict; I  have  subscnoed  for  three  daily  papers,  and 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  pay  for  them  out  of^  my 
per  diem  allowance. 


Now,  I  trust  we  may  be  consistent  with  our 
sdves;  I  hope  we  may  enter  upon  the  disdmige  o 
our  duties  as  representatives  in  this  Hall,  by  mvo 
eating  economy  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov 
emment;  and  in  carrying  out  this  principle  w^ 
should  begin  with  ourselves.  Let  it  not  be  sai^ 
when  we  return  to  our  homes^  that  we  hitve  eco 
nomicaHy  administered  the  affairs  of  ottr  eountn 
in  all  matters  rdating  to  o(herB,  but  have  departa 
from  the  fnrinciple  in  regard  to  ourselves.  I  wisl 
to  be  consistent;  and  in  order  to  be  so,  I  desire  t^ 
say  to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  country,  one 
for  all,  that  I  shall  vote,  on  all  ooeasioiiB,  afaine 
all  appropriations  as  presents  to  myself ;and  I  aha] 
likewise  vote  fbr  the  most  rigid  economy  in  ad 
ministering  the  affidraof  the  Govenunant.  I  hop 
we  shall  rdect  the  resolutioav 

Mr.  HALL  asked  if  it  would  now  be  in  orde 
to  move  a  substitute  fbr  the  resolution  f  H«  dc 
sired  to  present  precisely  a  copy  of  the  resolutioi 
adopted  for  several  Congresses  past. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  woidd  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HALL,    h  then  offer  the  fbl]owiii|:  as  i 

substitute  for  the  whole  resolution : 

SMohed,  That  the  Clerk  oanse  to  be  ftaraiAed  tt  tti 
membera  of  tbi«  Ho(we,duriaf  tbe  preaeat  «eMioB,  Mie| 
pftpera  aa  they  mav  direct.  Hie  expmae  Ibereof  not  to  ea 
ceed  the  price  of  three  dally  i^pera  to  each  member,  CnM 
the  coaimenceinent  of  the  ■esiion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  the  time  consume 
in  the  discussion  would  almost  pay  fbr  the  papen 
he  therefore  moved  to  lay  tne  resolution  ani 
amendment  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  ri 
jected. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  then  moved  the  previou 
question. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  what^  would  be  th 
effect  of  the  previous  question  if  sustained  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  it  would  be  to  bring  thi 
House  to  a  direct  vote  first  upon  the  amenmnen 
of  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Etani, 
then  upon  the  substitute  or  the  gentleman  firoti 
Missouri,  and  then  upon  the  original  r^olutioo. 

The  previous  question  Was  then  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered. 

Mr.  CLARK  demanded  the  yeAs  and  nay8;W 
they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mi 
BvAMs,]  and  it  was  adopted — ayes  112,  noes  nc 
counted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption  < 
the  substitute. 

Mr.  HALL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  aii 
they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tli 
affirmative — ^yeas  107,  nays  98;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mtftsra.  Abererombfe,  Aiken,  ADtaofi,  Andrem 
Aabe,  AvBrett,T.H.Bnrl7,  Dell,  Bibwhanift,  Bocoek,  Bowi< 
Baell,  Buabv,  CaldweN,  Csrtteri  Clark,  CleTelaad.  ClUnj 
man,Colcook,  Daniel,  Dawaon,  Dookery,  Duncan,  Darke< 
Eastman,  Edmundson,  Eiving,  Faulkner,  Flcklin,  Fitdi 
Floyd.  Fowler,  Gay  lord,  Oentty,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hal 
Hamilton,  Hanunond,  Harp^  latem  G.  HaErte,  Saaipm 
W.  Harrii.  Hart,  Uaroali,  Havea,  Habord,  Heniriek*, 
Henn,  Hil>bard,  HoUaday,  Houston,  Thomas  M.  How« 
Hunter,  IngeraoU,  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Jame«JQlui 
son,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Geoi^ge  IK 
Jones,  J.  Glsncy  Jonea,  Pieston  King,  Korts,  Letelie 
Mason,  McMullIn.  HcNair.  Maaeham,  Meade,  MiUc^ 
Millaon.  Molony,  Morehead,  Muiphy,  Nabeci,  Peaslft* 
Penn,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Pont,  Porter,  Rantou 
Richardson,  RobUns,  Robinson,  Savage,  Ortgen  S.  Se; 
moar,  Bmitfa,  Stanly,  BesJamiB  Staolon,  Stone,  Stuai 
George  W.  ThoiapsonvToombs.  Townahend,  Wnlbri^ 
Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells.  Addison  Wbite,  W^ 
cox,  Wildriek,  Woodward,  and  Tates — 107. 

NATS— Mesara.  Charlea  AUen,  WilHs  Allen,  Jolj 
Appleten,  William  Appleton,  Barrfpa,  David  I.  Baile 
Bennett,  Bowne,  Brag|>  Breckenridge,  Brenton,  Bngj 
Brooks,  Burrows,  Buit,  Cabell,  Cable.  Lewis  D.  Cam 
bdl,  Thompson  Campbell,  Chandler,  Cbapmsn,  Chastall 
Churcbwdl,  Cobb,  Coisnr,  Cottman,  Onrtia.Oeo.  T.  Dwri 
John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Dinunick.  Disney,  Dow,  Edssm^ 
Evans,  Florenee,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  FulM 


Gamble,  Giddings,  Goodenow,  Goodrich,  Gorman,  Haw 
HUlyer,  Horsfimi,  J.  W.  Howa.  T.  Y.  How,  Jenkins,  Daoj 
T.  Jones,  Ctoorge  6.  Kingi  Kanna,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Man! 


Edward  C.  Manhall,  HUmnhrej  Marshall,  Martin,  M 
Corkle,  McDonald,  McLanahan,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moor 
Morrison.  Mnrray.  Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Andrei 
Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Price,  Rome,  Ross,  Rnss^ 
Saokett,  Sehermerhom,  BeooDlcraft,  SdnxMunaker,  8cu 
dtf.  Scurry.  David  L.  Sevmour,  Sooiart,  Saow,  Fredcru 
P.  Stanton,  Richard  tt.  Bmnton,  A.  H.  Stephens,  Stratto^ 
Sutherland,  Sweetser^aylor,  tte^).  B.  ThomjMon,Thur 
ton,  Tack,.Venable,  Walsh,  Ward,  and  WiUiam»— 98. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  ouestion  then  recurred  Upon  the  adoption  < 
the  resolution,  as  amended. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  demands 
the  yeas  and  nay«(  which  wera  or^^ted. 


ISM. 
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A  aefln^  wa^dicii  raecired  from  the  Praaiil«nt 
ifilie  Unked  aua«a,  by  tke  hands  of  hk  PriTata 
V  MttAi«p  P.  FiLuiORs;  which  was  read 
\tf  Mr.  Pmutkt,  Gferk  of  the  Hovse,  m  foUowa: 

mmd^/Ae  Ihmm  ^  Rtprtmndtimtt: 
I  eoofrnttilaAa  joa  and  our  oemmon  eonathu- 
lyipoti  the  favorable  auapieea  under  whieh  yoo 
■tft  nr  5ro«ur  lint  aeaikiii.  Our  country  ia  at 
Mcewith  all  the  world.  The  agitatton  whieh, 
hr  a  cane,  threaptcaed  to  diecorh  the  fVatemal  reta- 
xtem  which  anake  us  one  people,  is  fhat  mibaidtng; 
■d  a  jmr  of  ^tnenl  proaperilv  and  health  baa 
jaaaud  the  nation  with  unaaual  bleaaings.  None 
aabek  back  to  the  dangers  which  are  paaaed, 
~  to  the  bv%ht  proapect  before  ua,  with- 
thrill  of  ^tiscation,  at  the  eame 
mtiflt  be  unpreaaed  with  a  gmteftrl 
if  o«Dr  profbynd  oblifiationa  to  a  beneficent 
yfcoae  patamaicare ia eo  manifeat  in 
ihe  heppiafai  of  thia  hiehly-feTored  land. 

Saoa  the  dose  of  the  laat  Con^eaa,  cei;tain 
CabMMaad  otitarlbreignerB  resident  in  the  United 
ho  were  mare  or  leaa  concerned  in  the 
iBir«eioa  of  Cuba,  instead  of  being  dts- 
.  fay  iiB  fiuhife,  hare  arain  abus^  tha 
ba^Mdity  of  thia  country  hy  miudng  it  the  scene 
«f  ihe  afaqNoent  of  another  military  expedition 
that  poeaeaaion  of  her  Catholic  Meyesty, 
viieh  they  were  countenanced,  aided,  and 
aitkeae  of  the  United  State*.  OnreceiY- 
^e»ee  that  audi  desisna  were  entertained, 
I  iist  oo  tme  in  iasoing  sudi  inatruetions  to  the 
MsperoAecre  of  the  United  Slatea  as  seemed  to 
Wesflsd  for  by  tha  occasion.  By  the  proclama- 
ttBa,a  e^iy  of  which  ia  herewith  submitted,  J 
those  who  might  be  in  danger  of  be- 
t  into  this  aeheme  of  its  unlawful  char- 
mf  the  penahiea  which  they  would  in^ 
fW  aanae  iinie  there  was  reaaon  to  hope 
had  sufficed  to  prerent  any 
Tide  hope,  however,  prored  to  lie 
y  eaHy  in  the  morning  of  the  third 
tf  Aeaaslv  a  steeaner  called  the  Pampero  departed 
hsK  Bsv  Ofleena  fbr  Cuba,  haTing  on  board 
af  fear  hwnihred  armed  men,  with  evi- 
to  nukke  war  upop  the  authorities 
This  expedition  waa  set  on  fbot  in 
i  liolntion  of  the  laws  of  tha^Jnited  States. 
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rwse  a  Spaniard,  and  several  of  thechi^f 
md  some  othcra  engaged  in  it,  were  for^ 
The  persons   eomposine  it,  however, 
^      -         of  the  United  States. 


■asay  c 
BifH*  ins  aipeditien  set  out,  and  probably 

'a  alig^  inaurreetionary 
aneara  to  Iwye  been  aoon  sui>- 
■  {■■ce  in  the  eastern  quarter  of 


of  this  movement  waa  ! 

,  exaggerated  in  the  accounts 

'  ia  this  country,  that  these  adven- 

te  hfcve  been  led  to  believe  that  the 

of  the  Island  not  onlydestrdd 

^itf  l^aathority  of  the  mother  country, 

d  upon  thiat  atep,  and  had  begun  a 

oktcrprisa  fbr  effecting  it.     The 

ed  in  the  expedition  were  {;anerallv 

'ilhimed.    The  steamer  m  whitm 

left  New  Orleans  stealthily  and 

Aftartonchinpat  Key  West, 

to  the  coast  of  Cuba,aBdr,  on  the 
the  lHhand  19ihofAu^at,  landed 
on  boand  At  PlaytM,  within  about 
mm  of  Havana. 

b^dty  of  them  proceeded  to,  and  took 
J  ef,  tfsi  iiriand  vOlaeesix  leaguea  distant, 
edtani  t^rfodow  m  charge  ef  the  bageage, 
•i  the  iManeof  traaaportation  could  be 
Tte  latier,  having  tidcen  op  their  Una 
if  aanh  to  cjnnnaet  dmasSvea  with  the  main 
haiy^aai  iMnriog  proceeded  about  four  leagues 
■>s  lia  uamuU  y  *  "wete  attacked  on  the  morning  of 
ih*  Sih  by  a  nodyof  Spaniah  tvoopa,  and  a 
■saiy  «s«fSet  enaiwd^  after  which  they  recreated 
to  ito  plaeeof  dleambnikation,  where  about  fifty 
"  'boataaod  refotbarl^  therein. 

,  intareqitad  among  the  keya 
by  a  Spanish  ateamer  <sruiaing  on 
captured,  and  carried  to  Havana,  and, 
J  examinsd  before  a  militarT  court,  were 
flttoiasd  lo  be  pobttely  executed .  aila  the  sentence 
eaaesevied  inco  elTeet  on  the  Ifto of  Augnst. 

iaIbraiathHi  of  what  had  oceunred, 
rbThun  ik  ftikm  irii  iiwmtinfi  tn 
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pressed  in  the  ateam  flrigate  Saranac  to  Havana, 
and  inquire  into  the  chaigss  sgainst  the  persons 
sxennted,  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  taken,  and  whataoever  referred  to  their  trial 
and  saotance.  Copies  of  the  instructions  from  the 
I>q)artmant  of  State  to  him,  and  of  hia  lettera  to 
that  Departs^ent,  are  herewith  aubmitted. 

According  to  the  record  of  the  examination,  the 
priaoaers  aUadnuttad  the  ofiences  chaigad  against 
them,  af  being  hostile  invadera  of  the  lalsnd.  At 
the  time  of  their  trial  and  execution  the  main  body 
of  the  invaders  were  still  in  the  field,  making  war 
upon  the  j^xuiiah  auiheriiiea  and  Spaniah  aubjects. 
After  the  lapae  of  aome  days,  being  overcome  by 
the  Spanish  troops,  they  dispersed  on  the  d4th  of 
August;  Lopez,  their  leader,  waa  captured  some 
daya  after,  and  executed  on  the  1st  or  September. 
Many  of  his  remaining  fbllowers  were  Killed,  or 
died  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  the  rest  were  made 
prisoners.  Of  these,  none  appear  to  have  been 
tried  or  executed .  Several  ofthem  were  pardoned 
upon  application  of  their  friends  and  others,  and 
the  reat,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  number, 
were  sent  to  Spain.  Of  the  final  diaposition  made 
of  theae  we  have  no  official  infbrmation. 

Such  is  the  melaacholv  result  of  this  illegal  and 
ill-fiited  expedition.  Thua,  thoughtless  young 
men  have  been  induced,  by  false  and  fhiudulent 
repressatationa,  to  violate  the  law  of  their  oountiy , 
through  rash  and  unfounded  expectations  of  assist- 
ing to  accomplish  political  revolutions  in  other 
Statea,aad  have  lost  their  lites  in  the  undertaking. 
Too  severe  a  judgment  can  hardly  be  paaaed,  by 
the  indi^pant  sense  of  the  community,  upon  those 
who,  ben^^  better  informed  themselves,  have  3ret 
led  away  the  ardor  of  youth  and  an  ill-directed 
love  of  political  liberty.  The  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Spain  rdating 
to  this  tiansaetidn  is  herewith  communicated. 

Although  theae  offenders  agidnat  the  laws  bave 
forfeited  the  protection  of  their  country,  yet  the 
Government  may,  so  far  aa  Ib  connatent  with  ita 
obhgfctiona  to  other  coaotriea,  and  ita  fixed  pur- 
pose to  maintain  and  enforce  the  laws,  entertain 
sympathyfbrtheirunoffendingfAmilieaand  firiencU, 
as  well  as  afeelmg  of  compassion  fVn*  themselves. 
Accordingly  po  propel  effort  has  been  spared,  and 
none  wiU  oe  spared,  to  procure  the  release  of  such 
oitixaas  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  this  un- 
lawful enterprise,  as  are  now  in  confinement  in 
Spain;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  interposition 
with  the  Government  or  that  country  may  not  be 
considered  as  affording  any  ground  of  expectation 
that  the  Gk>v«mment  of  the  United  Statea  will, 
hereafter,  feel  itself  under  any  obligation  of  duty 
to  interfere  fbr  the  libemtion  or  pardon  of  such 
persons  as  are  flamnt  ofienders  aminat  the  law 
of  nationa  and  the  laws  of  the  united  Statasv 
Those  laws  must  be  executed*  If  we  desire  to 
maintain  our  respectability  among  ^e  nations  of 
the  eifftb,  it  behooves  us  to  enforce  steadily  and 
sternly  the  Neutrality  acts  passed  by  Con^^ess, 
and  to  follow,  as  far  as  may  bs,  the  violation  of 
those  acta  with  condign  punijshment. 

But  idiat  givea  a  peculiar  criminali^  to  Uiie  in- 
vasion of  Cuoa  is,  taat,  under  the  lead  of  Spamsh 
sahjsots  and  with  the  aid  of  citieens  of  the  Uni^ 
States,  it  had  its  origin,  with  many,  in  motives  ef 
cupidity.  Moaejr  was  advanced  by  individuals, 
probabiT  in  considerable  aniounta,  to  purchase 
Cuban  Donds,  as  they  hare  been  eaUed,  issued  by 
Lopez,  soM,  doubtless,  at  a  very  larre  discount, 
ana  for  the  payment  of  which  the  pubne  landa  and 
public  property  of  €uba,  of  whatever  kind^  and 
the  fiacal  reaourees  of  the  people  and  government 
of  that  Island,  from  whatever  source  to  be  derived, 
werepledg8d,aswellas  thesood  fhith  of  die  gor* 
emment^txpectadtobaestabliuied.  Allthesemeans 
of  payment,  it  ia  evident,  were  only  to  be  obtained 
by  a  process  of  bloodshed,  war,  and  revolution. 
None  will  deny  that  thoaewho  set  on  foot  military 
expeditions  against  fore^  Statea  by  means  like 
these,  ate  fitf  more  ettlpaole  than  the  ignorant  and 
Uie  neeessitoin  whom  they  indase  to  go  forth  as 
the  oatensible  parties  in  the  proceeding.  These 
originators  of  the  invaiion  of  Caba  aeem  to  have 
determined,  with  coolneaa  and  aystem,  upon  an 
anderlaking  which  should  disgrace  their  country, 
violate  its  laws,  and  pet  to  hioard  the  lives  of  ill- 
infortned  and  deluded  men.  You  will  consider 
whether  fhrther  la^islation  be  neceasafy  to  prevent 
thepsipenrationof  auQh  offencea  ih  foture. 

No  mdividuala  have  the  ririit  to  hazard  the 
paiceof  the  oountry^  er  to  mata  its  laws,  iq)on 


vague  notions  of  altering  or  reforming  govemments 
in  other  Statea.  This  principle  is  not  only  reason- 
able in  itself,  and  in  accordance  with  public  \aw, 
but  is  ingrafted  into  the  codes  of  other  nations  as 
weU  as  our  own.  But  while  such  are  the  senti- 
ments of  this  GoTcrnment,  it  may  be  added  that 
every  independent  nation  muat  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  defend  its  possessions  agauilt  unau- 
thorized individuala  band^  together  to  attack 
them.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  at 
aU  times  since  iu  establishment,  has  abstained, 
and  has  sought  to  restrain  the  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try, tinm  entering  into  controversies  between  other 
Powers,  and  to  ouaerve  aU  the  duties  of  neutrality. 
At  an  early  period  of  the  Government — in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Waahingtoiv— several  laws  were 
passed  for  this  purpose.  The  main  provisions  of 
these  kws  were  reltaacted  by  the  act  of  April, 
1818r  by  which,  amongat  other  thii^,  h  was  de- 
clared, that  tf  any  person  shall,  withm  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  or  the  United  Statee,  begin,  or  set 
on  fbot,  or  provide,  or  jMepare  the  means  for  any 
military  expedition  or  enterprise  to  be  carried  on 
from  thence  against  the  territory  or  dominion  of 
any  foreign  pnn^  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
at  PMce,  ennry  person  ao  offending  sfaall  be  deemed 
guuty  of  a  hign  miademeanor,  and  shall  be  fine^ 
not  exoeediiig  three  thousand  dollars,  and  impris- 
oned not  more  than  three  years;  and  this  law  has 
been  executed  and  enforced,  to  the  foil  extent  of 
the  power  of  the  Gknrefnment,  from  that  day  to 
thisi 

In  proclaiming  and  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of 
neutrality  and  non-intervention,  the  United  Statee 
have  not  followed  the  lead  of  other  civilized  na- 
tions; they  have  taken  the  lead  themselves,  and 
have  been  followed  by  others.  This  was  admit- 
ted by  one  of  the  most  smiaent  of  modenr  British 
stateamen,  who  said  in  Parliament,  while  a  min- 
ister of  the  Crown,  **  that  if  he  wished  for  a 

*  euide  in  a  system  of  neutrality,  he  should  take 

*  UMLt  laid  down  by  America  in  tne  daysof  Wash- 
*ington  and  the  Secsetaryship  of  Jefilerson;"  and 
we  see,  in  fhct,  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  1618 
was  followed  the  succeeding  year  by  an  act  of  the 
Parliament  of  Enjgland,  substantially  the  some  in 
its  general  provisions.  Up  to  that  time  there  had 
been  no  aimilar  law  in  England,  except  certain 
highly  penal  statutes  passed  in  the  reign  of  George 
II.,  prohibiting  English  subjects  fVom  enlisting  m 
foreign  servioev  the  avowed  object  of  which  stat- 
utea  was,  that  foreign  armies,  raiaed  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  restoring  the  house  of  Stuart  to  the  throne, 
should  not  be  strengthened  by  reeniits  from  Eng- 
knd  herself. 

AU  must  see  that  dtCcultiaa  may  arise  in  carry- 
ing the  laws  referred  to  into  execution  in  a  coun- 
try BOW  haying  three  or  f<Kir  thousand  mites  of 
sea-coast,  with  an  infinite  nvmber  of  ports  and 
harbors  and  small  inlets,  firom  some  of  which  un- 
lawfol  expeditions  may  suddenly  set  forth,  with- 
out the  knowledgs  of  €h>vemment,  against  the 
poBsesaons  of  foreign  States. 

Friendhr  relations  with  all«  but  entangling  alli- 
ancea  with  none,  has  long  been  a  maxim  with  us. 
Our  true  mission  is  n6t  to  propagate  our  opinions, 
or  impose  upon  other  countries  our  fbrm  of  gov- 
ernment, by  artifke  or  fbroe;  but  to  teach  by  ex- 
ample, and  show  by  our  success,  moderation^  and 
justice,  the  blessings  of  self-government  and  tile 
advantarea  of  fVee  inatitutions.  Let  every  people 
choose  for  itsslf^  and  make  and  alter  its  political 
institutions  to  suit  its  own  condition  and  conve- 
menee.  But,  while  we  avow  and  maintain  this 
neutral  policy  ouiaelvea,  we  are  anxious  to  see 
the  same  fbrbearance  on  the  paK  of  other  nations^ 
whose  forms  of  gevemment  are  diflfiMrent  firom  our 
own.  The  dem  interest  which  we  fhel  in  tha 
sprsad  of  liberal  principles  and  the  estahlishment 
of  free  govemments,  ana  the  symptthy  with  which 
ws  witness  every  struggle  against  oppression,  for- 
bid that  we  should  be  indifferent  to  thoae  in  which 
the  strong  asm  of  a  foreign  power  is  invoked  ta 
stifle  polme  sentinient,  and  repress  the  spirit  of 
freedom  in  any  oanntry. 

The  Govemments  of  Great  Britain  and  Fmnce 
have  issued  oniers  to  their  naval  comnundeni  on 
dM  West  India  station  io  prevent  by  force,  if 
necessory,  the  landing  of  aavsnturers  hom  any 
nation  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  with  hostile  intent* 
The  copy  of  a  memorandum  of  a  conversation  on 
this  sumeot  between  the  Charg6  d*Affaires  of  her 
Britanme  Mijesty  and  the  Actuf  Ssentary  of 
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Stitte,  Aod  of  a  subseqcient  note  of  the  former  to 
the  Department  of  State,  are  herewith  eubmitted, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  Actine  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  the  Miniater  of  the  French  Re- 
pubhc,  and  of  the  reply  of  the  latter,  on  the  eame 
•ubject.  These  papers  will  acquaint  you  with 
the  grounds  of  this  interposition  of  the  two  lead- 
ing conimercial  Powers  of  Europe,  and  with  the 
apprehensions,  which  this  Government  could  not 
fiul  to  entertain,  that  such  interposition,  if  carried 
into  effect,  might  lead  to  abuses  in  derogation  of 
the  maritime  rights  of  the  United  States.  The 
maritime  rights  of  the  United  States  are  founded 
on  a  firm,  secure,  and  well-defined  basis;  they 
stand  upon  the  ground  of  national  independence 
and  public  law,  and  will  be  maintained  in  all  their 
fiill  and  just  extent. 

The  principle  which  this  Gh>vernment  has  hiere- 
tofore  solemnly  announced  it  still  adheres  to,  and 
will  maintain  under  all  circumstances  and  at  all 
hazards.  That  principle  is,  that  in  every  regu- 
larly documented  merchant  vessel,  the  crew  who 
navigate  it,  and  those  on  board  of  it,  will  find  their 
protection  in  the  fiae  which  is  over  them.  No 
American  ship  can  be^  allo^i^ed  to  be  visited  or 
searched  for  tne  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  char- 
acter of  individuals  on  board,  nor  can  there  be 
sJlowed  any  watch  by  the  vessels  of  any  foreien 
nation  over  American  vessels  on  the  coasts  of  tne 
United  States,  or  the  seas  adjacent  thereto.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  last  communication  from  the 
British  Charge  d 'Affaires  to  the  Department  of 
State,  that  he  is  authorized  to  assure  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  every  care  will  be  taken  that, 
in  executing  the  prevrative  measures  against  the 
expeditions,  whicJi  the  United  States  Government 
itself  has  denounced  as  not  being  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  any  Government,  no  interference 
shall  take  place  with  the  lawful  commerce  of  any 
nation. 

In  addition  to  the  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject, herewith  submitted,  official  information  has 
oeen  received  at  the  Department  of  State,  of  as- 
surances by  the  French  Government  that,  in  the 
orders  ffiven  to  the  French  naval  forces,' they  were 
expressly  instructed,  in  any  operations  they  might 
engage  in,  to  respect  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
wherever  it  might  appear,  and  to  commit  no  act 
of  hostility  upon  any  vessel  or  armament  under 
its  protection. 

Ministers  and  coivrals  of  foreign  nations  are  the 
means  and  agents  of  communication  between  us 
and  those  nauons,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance tha^,  while  residing  in  the  country,  they 
should  fed  a  perfect  security  so  lone  as  they 
faithfully  discharge  their  respective  £ities,  and 
are  guilty  of  no  violation  of  our  laws.  This  is 
the  fuiraitted  law  of  nations,  and  no  country  has  a 
deeper  interest  in  maintaining  it  than  the  United 
States.  Our  commerce  spreads  over  every  sea, 
and  visits  every  clime,  and  our  ministers  and  con- 
suls are  appointed  to  protect  the  interests  of  that 
commerce,  as  well  as  to  guard  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  maintain  the  honor  of  its  flag.  But 
h6w  can  they  discharge  these  duties  unless  they 
be  themselves  protected?  and,  if  protected,  it  must 
be  by  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  they  reside. 
And  what  is  due  to  our  own  public  functionaries 
residing  in  foreign  nations  is  exactly  the  measure 
of  what  is  due  to  the  functionaries  of  othsr  Gk>vem* 
ments  residing  here.  As  in  war,  the  bearers  of 
flags  of  truce  are  sacred,  or  else  wars  would  be 
interminable,  so  in  peace,  embassadors,  public 
ministers,  and  consuls,  charged  with  friendly  na- 
tional intercourse,  are  objects  of  especial  respect 
and  protection,  each  according  to  the  rights  be- 
longing to  his  rank  and  station.  In  view  of  these 
important  principles,  it  is  with  deep  mortification 
and  regret  1  announce  to  you  that,  durine  the  ex- 
citement growing  out  of  the  exeeutioQs  at  Havana, 
the  oflice  of  herCatholic  Majesty's  consul  at  New 
Orleans  was  assailed  by  a  mob,  his  property  de- 
stroyed, the  Spanish  flag  found  in  the  office  car* 
ried  off  and  torn  in  pieces,  and  he  himself  induced 
to  flee  for  his  personal  safety,  which  he  supposed 
to  be  in  danger.  On  receiving  intelligence  of  these 
events,  I  forthwith  directed  the  attorney  of  the 
United  States,  residing  at  New  Orleans,  to  inquire 
tnto  the  facts,  and  the  extent  of  the  pecuniary  loss 
sustained  by  the  consul,  with  th6  intention  of  lad- 
ing them  before  you,  that  you  might  make  provis- 
ion for  such  indemnity  to  him  as  a  just  reeard 
for  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  respect  which 
It  dut  to  a  friendly  power,  might,  in  your  judg^ 


ment,  seem  to  require.  The  correspondence  upon 
this  subject  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
her  Catholic  Majesty 's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  is 
herewith  transmitted. 

The  occurrence  at  New  Orleans  has  led  me  to 
give  my  attention  to  the  state  of  our  laws  in  re- 
gard to  foreign  embassadors,  ministers,  and  con- 
suls. I  think  the  Iq^slation  of  the  country  is 
deficient  in  not  providmg  sufficiently  either  for  the 
protection  or  the  punishment  of  consuls.  I  there- 
fore recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress. 

Your  attention  is  again  invited  to  the  question 
of  reciprocal  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  other  British  possessions  near  out 
frontier.  Overtures  for  a  convention  upon  this 
subject  have  been  received  from  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  Plenipotentiary,  but  it  seems  to 
oe  in  many  respects  preferable  Uiat  the  matter 
should  be  regulated  by  reciprocal  legislation.  Doc- 
uments are  laid  before  you,  showing  the  terms 
which  the  British  Government  is  willing  to  offer, 
and  the  measures  which  it  may  adopt,  if  some 
arrangement  upon  this  subject  shall  not  oe  made. 

From  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  British  legation  at  Washington,  and  the  reply 
of  the  Department  of  State  thereto,  it  will  appear 
that  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  is  ^ad- 
rous  that  a  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  Or- 
egon and  the  British  possessions  should  be  author- 
itatively marked  out,  and  that  an  intention  was 
expressed  to  apply  to  Congress  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  defray  the  expense  thereof  on  the  purt  of 
the  United  States.  Tour  attention  to  this  subject 
is  accordingly  invited,  and  a  proper  appropriation 
recommended. 

A  convention  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the. United  States  against  Portugal  has 
been  concluded,  and  the  ratifications  have  been  ex- 
changed. The  first  installment  of  the  amount  to 
be  pud  by  Portugal  fell  due  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  has  been  paid. 

The  President  of  the  French  Republic,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  convention,  has  been 
selected  as  arbiter  in  the  case  of  the  General  Arm- 
strong, and  has  signified  that  he  accepts  the  trust, 
and  the  high  satisfieiction  he  feels  in  acting  as  the 
common  fnend  of  two  nations  with  which  France 
is  united  by  sentiments  of  sincere  and  lasting 
amity. 

The  Turkish  Government  has  expressed  its 
thanks  for  the  kind  reception  given  to  the  Sultan's 
agent,  Amin  Bey,  on  tne  occasion  of  his  recent 
visit  to  the  United  States.  On  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  a  dii^tch  was  addressed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  Mr.  Marsh,  the  American  Minis- 
ter at  Constantin(4>le,  instructing  him  to  ask  of 
the  Turkish  Government  permission  for  the  Hun- 
garians, then  imprisoned  within  the  dominions  of 
we  Sublime  Porte,  to  remove  to  this  country.  On 
the  3d  of  March  last,  both  Houses  of  Congress 
passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
authorize  the  employment  of  a  public  vessel  to 
convey  to  this  country  Louis  Kossuth  and  his  as- 
sociates in  captivity. 

The  instruction  above  referred  to  was  complied 
with,  and  the  Turkish  Government  having  released 
Grovemor  Kossuth  and  his  companions  from 
prison,  on  the  10th  of  September  last  they  em- 
iMirked  on  board  of  the  United  States  steam-frigate 
Mississippi,  which  was  selected  to  carry  mto 
effect  the  resolution  of  Congress.  Gk)vemor  Kos- 
suth left  the  Mississippi  at  Gibraltar,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  vist  to  England,  and  may  shortly 
be  expected  in  New  York.  By  communications 
to  the  Department  of  State  he  has  expressed  his 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  interposition  c^ 
this  Government  in  behalf  of  himself  anfUiis^asso- 
ciates.  This  country  has  been  justly  regarded  as 
a  safe  asylum  for  those  whom  political  events  have 
exiled  from  their  own  homes  m  Europe;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  Congress  to  consider  in  what 
manner  Governor  Kossuth  and  his  companions, 
brought  hither  by  its  authority,  shall  be  received 
and  treated. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  the  differences 
which  have  for  some  time  past  been  pending  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  French  Republic  and 
that  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  may  be  peaceably 
and  durably  adjusted,  so  as  to  secure  the  inde- 
pendence ofihose  Islands.  Long  before,  the  events 
which  have  of  late  imparted  so  much  importance 
to  the  possessions  of  tne  United  States  on  the  Pa- 
cific, we  acknowledged  the  indspendence  ^  the 


Hawaiian  Government.  This  Qovernnient.  'i 
first  in  taking  that  step,  and  several  of  the  lead 
Powers  of  Europe  immediately  followed.  ^  ^ 
were  influenced  in  this  measure  by  the  exisl 
and  prospective  importance  of  the  Islands  aj 
place  of  refuge  and  refreshment  for  our  Tesi 
engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  and  by  the  com 
eration  that  they  lie  in  the  course  of  the  ^ 
trade  which  must,  at  no  distant  day,  be  carviedl 
between  the  western  coast  of  North  America,  i 
Elastern  Asia. 

We  were  also  influenced  by  a  desire  that  t)« 
Islands  should  not  pass  under  the  control  oT  a 
other  great  maritime  State,  but  should  reniaix; 
an  in^pendent  condition,  and  so  be  accessible  i 
useful  to  the  commerce  of  all  nations.  I  need 
say  that  the  importance  of  these  considerettii 
has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  sudden  and  -v^ 
development  which  the  interests  of  the  United  Sta 
have  attained  in  California  and  Oregon;  and 
policy  heretofore  adopted  in  regard  to  Uioee  Islau 
will  be  steadily  pursued. 

It  is  gratifying,  not  only  to  those  who  conml 
the  commercial  mterests  of  nations,  but  also  u> 
who  favor  the  progress  of  knowledge  and  the  i 
fusion  of  religion,  to  see  a  community  erne 
from  a  sava^ge  state  and  attain  such  a  degree 
civilization  in  those  distant  seas. 

Itis  much  to  be  deplored  that  the  internal  In 
quillity  of  the  Mexican  RepubUo  i^uld  again 
seriotraly  disturbed;  for,  since  the  peace  bet'wi 
that  Republic  and  the  United  States,  it  had  i 
joyed  such  comparative  repose  that  the  m 
favorable  anticipations  for  the  future  m^ht,  ^m 
a  degreeof  confidence,  have  been  indulged.  The 
however,  have  been  thwarted  by  the  recent  oi 
break  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  on  the  ri| 
bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  Having  received  tnforn 
tion  that  persons  from  the  Unit«l  States  had  tal« 
part  in  tne  insurrection,  and  apprehending  tX 
their  example  might  be  followed  by  others, 
caused  orders  to  be  issued  for  the  purpose  of  pi 
venting  any  hostile  expeditions  against  Mexj 
from  b^ing  set  on  foot  in  violation  of  the  laws 
the  United  States.  I  likewise  issued  a  prodam 
tion  upon  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  isherewij 
Uid  before  you.  This  appeared  to  be  render 
imperative  by  the  obligations  of  treaties  and  t 
general  duties  of  good  neighborhood. 

In  my' last  annual  message  I  informed  Con^r^ 
that  citizens  of  the  United  States  had  undertak 
the  connection  of  the  two  oceans  by  means  oi 
railroad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuan tepee,  uiM 
a  grant  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  a  citu 
of  that  Republic;  and  that  this  enterprise  wo« 
probably  be  prosecuted  with  energy  whenei 
Mexico  should  consent  to  such  stipmations  w 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  ahoi 
import  a  feeling  of  security  to  those  who  shot 
invest  their  propeity  in  the  enterprise. 

A  convention  between  the  two  Govemmenta  i 
the  accomplishment  of  that  end  has  been  ratifii 
by  this  Government,  and  only  awaits  the  decant] 
of  the  Congress  and  the  Executive  of  that  fiepul 
lie. 

Some  unexpected  difficulties  and  delays  ha 
arisen  in  the  ratification  of  that  convention  1 
Mexico,  but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  herdeciaii 
will  be  governed  by  just  and  enlightened  views, 
well  of  the  general  importance  of  the  object,  as 
h«r  own  interests  and  obligations. 

In  negotiating  upon  this  important  subject,  t] 
Gk)vernment  h^  had  in  view  one,  and  only  oi 
object.  That  object  has  been,  and  is,  the  g<i 
struction  or  attainment  of  a  passage  fhmi  ocean 
ocean,  the  shortest  and  the  best  for  timvden  ^ 
merchandise,  and  equally  open  to  all  the  won 
It  has  sought  to  attain  no  territorial  aoquisitii: 
nor  any  advantages  peculiar  to  itaetti  and  it  wo« 
see,  with  the  greatest  regret,  that  Mexico  sho« 
oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of 
enterprise  which  promises  so  mucn  convenience 
the  whole  commercial  world,  and  such  emini 
advantages  to  Meidco  herself.  Impressed  wj 
these  sentiments  and  these  convictions,  the  Gk 
ernment  will  continue  to  exert  all  proper  efforts 
bring  about  the  necessary  arrangement  with  % 
Republic  of  Mexico  for  the  speedy  completion 
the  work. 

For  some  months  pa^  the  Republic  of  Nica] 
gua  has  been  the  threatre  of  one  of  Uiose  civil  co 
vulsions,  from  which  the  cause  of  free  institutiozi 
and  the  general  prosperity  and  social  progress 
J  the  States  of  Central  Amarica,  have  so  ofum  a< 
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vaererely  sufiered.  Until  quiet  shall  have  been 
jiHorod,  and  a  government  apparently  stable  shall 
hne  been  organized,  no  advance  can  prudently  be 
mM  m  disposing  of  the  questions  pending  be* 
nreea  the  two  countries. 

I  aa  happy  to  announce  that  an  inter-oceanic 

flBonMimcation  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John  to 

&e  Ffedfic  has  been  so  far  accomplished  as  that 

have  actually  traversed  it,  and  mer- 

has  be«n  transported  over  it;  and  when 

[  shall  have  been  completed,  according  to 

Aewaal  plan,  the  means  or  communication  will 

itftuu'  improved. 

km  vnderstood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
vAmd  acrosa  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  has  been 
Tiiipliifd^  and  that  the  mairand  passengers  will 
ii  Imre  be  conveyed  thereon. 

Whadiever  of  the  several  routes  between  the 
tvsaeeaM  may  ultimately  prove  most  eligible  for 
Uawieis  to  and  from  the  different  States  on  the 
Aihstic  and  Gulfof  Mexico  and  our  coast  on  the 
PkSc,  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  that  all  of 
Ami  w31  be  useful  to  the  public,  and  will  liberally 
tesifd  that  individaal  enterprise  by  which  alone 
dMf  kave  been  or  are  expected  to  be  carried  into 

tats  has  been  concluded  between  the  contend- 
Ofpnties  in  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  it  is 
Uptd  «poB  a  durable  basis.  Such  is  the  extent 
(^ovr ounmercial  relations  with  that  Island,  that 
^ITiiled  Slates  cannot  fail  to  feel  a  strong  inter- 
oft  ii  JM  trenouillity. 

ThenCeeor  Commissioner  to  China  remains  un- 
flid.stf|nd  persons  have  been  appointed,  and 
diefifeehss  been  offered  to  others,  all  of  whom 
'  "  ed  its  acceptance,  on  the  ^ound  of  the 
_  of  the  compensation.    The  annual  al- 
ii^ law  is  six  thousand  dollars,  and  there 
MMifVnBwn  for  any  outfit.    I  earnestly  recom- 
vataeeoosideration  of  this  subject  to  Congress. 
(kavnerce  with  China  is  highly  important, 
•AlkiMimingxnore  and  more  so,  in  consequence 
***  *    canng  intercourse  between  our  ports  on 
,  coast  and  Eastern  Asia.    China  is  un« 
lo  fa«  a  country  in  which  living  is  very 
aad  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the 
nfunissioner  sent  thither  should  not  be 
^bc4»iB  it^vd  to  compensation,  on  an  equal 
■MMi^vikvBiaters  who  represent  this  country 
iltetsKta^C  Inrope. 

B|niiaBtt\oOke  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
^MBtfj,  itviBbtteen  that  the  aggregate  receipts 
ivjjIelMtiMdyittrtmounted  to  $52,312,979  87; 
■MkVidktIfftekBce  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
J^i^  SSSfffnt,  as  the  available  means  for  the 
fmik^mm  of  $58,917,524  36. 
Hf  l0CiIcsi»iMiitarea  for  the  same  period  were 

WMriimwrCs  for  the  year  ending  30th  June> 
iat»we. $215,725,995 

or  liidthve  were  in  specie 4,967,901 

niflMtslbrthesameperiodwere  217,517,130 

Ot  viiw  there  were  of  domestic  prod- 
wm^ $178,546,555 

»njg»  goods  re«xp*ted      9,738,695 

•  ••«••••»•  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  <c«f  ,<mI  X  ,0oU 

$217,517,130 

1st  of  I>tcember  last  the  payments  in 
•seomt  of  the  public  debt,  exclusive  of 
*kave  amoanted  to  $7,501,456  56;  which, 
r«  nnlodes  the  sum  of  $3,242,400  paid  un- 
dar  thsfiUi  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and 
ottahorsnm  of  f2,591^13  45,  beine  the  amount 
•f  uwi^to  American  citizens  under  the  late  treaty 
«^  Mnraraf  for  which  the  issue  of  stock  was 
■dbidM,  Irat  whkh  was  paid  in  cash  from  the 

^W  Mibfic  debt  on  the  90th  ultimo,  exclusive  of 
vMi«  sathonzed  to  be  issued  to  Texas  by  the 
mui  idi  September,  1850,  was  $62,560,395  26. 

Tlifteites  for  the. next  fiscal  year  are  esti- 
yM  M  f51,dOQ,000,  which,  with  the  probable 
jWfi'i'iuuted  bfUance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
Mb  JvA  next,  win  give,  as  the  probable  available 
••■>•  ttr  th«fc  ywur,  the  sum  of  $63,258,743  09. 
^  lusoiid  proper,  in  view  of  the  large 
«oaM%iittt  ^^Km  the  acquisition  of 


territory  from  Mexico,  that  the  estimates  for  the 
next  fiscal  year  should  be  laid  before  Congress  in 
such  manner  as  to  distinguish  the  expenditures  so 
required  from  the  otherwise  ordinary  demands 
upon  the  Treasury. 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
are  estimated  at  $42,892,299  19;  of  which  there 
is  required  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, other  than  those  consequent  upon  -the 
acquisition  of  our  new  Territories,  and  deducting 
the  payments  on  account  of  the  pubHc  debt,  the 
sum  of  $33,343,198  06;  and  for  the  purposes  con- 
nected directl  V  or  indirectly  with  those  Territories, 
and  in  the  fulfillment  or  the  obligations  of  the 
Government,  contracted  in  consequence  of  their 
acouisition,  the  sum  of  $9,549,101  11. 

if  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reference  to  the  expenditures  required  for  these 
Territories  shall  be  met  by  corresponding  action 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  appropriations  made 
in  accordance  therewith,  there  will  be  an  estimated 
unappropriated  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
30th  June,  1853,  of  $20,366,443  90,  wherewith 
to  meet  that  portion  of  the  public  debt  due  on  the 
first  July  following,  anriounting  to  $6,237,931  35, 
as  well  as  any  appropriations  which  may  be  made 
beyond  the  estimates. 

In  thus  referring  to  the  estimated  expenditures 
on  account  of  our  newly-acquired  Territories,  I 
may  express  the  hope  that  Congress  will  concur 
with  me  in  the  desire  that  a  liberd  course  of  policy 
may  be  pursued  towards  them,  and  that  every  ob- 
ligation, express  or  impHed,  entered  into  in  conse- 
quence of  their  acquisition,  shall  be  fulfilled  by 
Uie  most  liberal  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

The  Value  of  our  domestic  exports  for  tne  last 
fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 
year,  exhibit  an  increase  of  $43,646,322.  At  first 
view  this  condition  of  our  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions would  seem  to  present  the  most  flattering 
hopes  of  its  future  prosperity.  An  examination 
of  the  details  of  our  exports,  however,  will  show 
that  the  increased  value  of  our  exports  for  the  last 
fiscal  year  is  to  be  found  in  the  high  price  of  cot- 
ton wnich  prevailed  during  the  first  half  of  that 
year,  whicn  price  has  since  declined  about  one 
half. 

The  value  of  our  exports  of  breadstufiTs  and  pro- 
visions, which  it  was  supposed  the  incentive  of  a 
low  tariflr  and  large  importations  from  abrozid 
would  have  greatly  augmented,  has  fallen  fVom 
$68,701,921  in  1847,  to  $26,051,373  in  1850,  and 
to  $31,948,653  in  1851,  with  a  strong  probability, 
amounting  almost  to  a  certainty,  of  a  still  further 
reduction  in  the  current  year. 

The  aggregate  values  of  rice  exported  during^  the 
last  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  also  exhibit  a  decrease  amounting  to 
$460,917,  which,  with  a  decline  in  the  values  of 
the  exports  of  tobacco  for  the  same  period,  make 
an  aggregate  decrease  in  these  two  articles  of 
$1,156,751. 

The  policy  which  dictated  a  low  rate  of  duties 
on  foreign  merchandise,  it  was  thought  by  those 
who  promoted  and  established  it,  would  tend  to 
benefit  the  farming  population  of  this  country,  by 
increasing  the  demand  and  raising  the  price  of  ag- 
ricultural products  in  foreign  markets. 

The  foregoing  facts,  however,  seem  to  show, 
incontestably,  that  no  such  result  has  followed  the 
adoption  of  this  policy.  On  the  contrary,  not- 
withstanding the  repeal  of  the  restrictive  corn  laws 
in  England,  the  foreign  demand  for  the  products 
of  the  American  farmer  has  steadily  declined,  since 
the  short  crops  and  consequent  famine  in  a  por- 
tion of  Europe  have  been  happily  replaced  by  full 
crops  and  comparative  abundance  of  food. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  recurring  to  the  commercial 
statistics  for  the  past  year,  that  the  value  of  our 
domestic  exports  has  been  increased  in  the  single 
item  of  raw  cotton  by  $40,000,000  over  the  value 
of  that  export  for  the  year  preceding.  This  is  not 
due  to  any  increased  general  demand  for  that  arti- 
cle, but  to  the  short  crop  of  the  preceding  year, 
which  created  an  increased  demand  and  an  aug- 
mented price  for  the  crop  of  last  year.  Should 
i  the  cotton  crop  now  going  forward  to  market  be 


only  equal  in  quantity  to  that  of  the  year  prece- 
ding, and  be  sold  at  the  present  prices,  then  there 
would  be  a  falling  ofiT  in  the  value  of  our  exports 
for  the  present  fiscal  year  of  at  least  $40,000,000, 
compared  with  the  amount  exported  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1851. 

The  production  of  gold  in  California  for  the 
past  year  seems  to  promise  a  large  supply  of  that 
metal  from  that  quarter  for  some  time  to  come. 
This  large  annual  increase  of  the  currency  of  the 
world  must  be  attended  with  its  usual  results. 
These  have  been  already  partially  disclosed  in  the 
enhancementof  prices  and  a  rising  spirit  of  specu- 
Ution  and  adventure,  tending  to  overtrading,  as 
well  at  home  as  abroad.  Unless  some  salutary 
check  shall  be  given  to  these  tendencies,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  importations  of  foreign  goods  beyond 
a  healthy  demand  in  this  country  will  lead  to  a 
sudden  drain*  of  the  precious  metals  from  us, 
bringing  with  it,  as  it  has  done  in  former  times, 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  to  the  business 
and  capital  of  the  American  people. 

The  exports  of  specie  to  liquidate  our  foreign 
debt  during  the  past  fiscal  year  have  been 
J|^,263,979  over  the  amount  of  specie  imported. 
The  exports  of  specie  during  the  firat  quarter  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  have  been  il4,651,827. 
Should  specie  continue  to  be  exported  at  this  rate 
for  the  remaining  three  quartera  of  this  year,  it 
will  drain  from  our  metallic  currency,  during  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1852,  the  enormous 
amount  of  $58,607,308. 

In  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  na- 
tional finances,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  consider  the  best  mode  of  paying  ofiT  the 
public  debt.  If  the  present  and  anticipated  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  should  not  be  absorbed  by 
appropriations  of  an  extraordinary  character,  this 
surplus  should  be  employed  in  such  way,  and 
unaer  such  restrictions,  as  Congress  may  enact,  in 
extinguishing  the  outstanding  debt  of  the  nation. 

By  reference  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
9th  September,  1850,  it  will  be  seen  that  m  con- 
sideration of  certain  concessions  by  the  State  of 
Texas,  it  is  provided  that  the  *<  United  States  shedl 

*  pay  to  the  State  of  Texas  the  sum  of  ten  millions 

*  of  doUara,  in  a  stock  bearing  five  per  cent,  in- 

*  terest,  and  redeemable  at  the  end  of  fourteen 
*yeara,  the  interest  payable, half  yearly  at  the 
•Treasury  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  same  section  of  the  law  it  is  further  pro- 
vided **  that  no  more  than  five  millions  of  said 

*  stock  shall  be  issued  until  the  creditoraof  the. 
'State  holding  bonds  and    other  certificates  of 

*  stock  of  Texas, ^  which  duties  on  impoHi  were 

*  jpecioUy  pledged,  shall  firat  file  at  the  Treasury  of 

*  tne  United  States  releases  of  all  the  claims  against 
<  United  States,  for  or  on  account  of  said  bonds  or 
'  certificates,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed 

*  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  approved 

*  by  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

The  form  of  release  thus  provided  for  has  been 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
approved.  It  has  been  published  in  alt  the  lead- 
ing newspapera  in  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  persons  holding  claims  of 
the  kind  specified  in  tne  foregoing  proviso  were 
required  to  file  their  releases  (in  the  form  thus 
prescribed)  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
on  or  before  the  firet  day  of  October,  1851. 
Although  this  publication  has  been  conUnued  from 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1851,  yet  up  to  the  Ist 
October  last  comparatively  few  releases  had  been 
filed  by  the  creditore  of  Texas. 

The  authorities  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the 
request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  have 
furnished  a  schedule  of  the  public  debt  of  that 
State  created  prior  to  her  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  a  copy  of  the  laws  under  which  each  class 
was  contracted. 

I  have,  from  the  documents  furnished  by  the 
State  of  Texas,  determined  the  classes  of  claims 
which,  in  my  iudgment,  fkll  within  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  9th  of  September, 

On  being  oflUcially  informed  of  the  acceptance 
by  Texan  of  the  propositions  contained  in  the  act 
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reffrrad  to,  I  caasad  the^toek  ta  b*  prepared,  and 
th«  fiYO  millionQ  which  are  to  b«  issuea  uncondi- 
tidnftlly,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  from 
the  lot  day  of  January,  18S1,  have  been  for  aome 
time  ready  to  bo  delirered  to  the  State  of  Texas. 
Tb»  aqthorkies  of  Texa«,  up  to  tha  preunt  tina, 
have  aoi  authorized  any  one  to  receive  thia  atock» 
and  it  remaina  in  the  Treaaury  Departmeot,  aub- 
jeot  to  the  order  of  Texas. 

The  releases,  reauired  by  law  to  be  deposited  ia 
the  Treasury,  not  naving  oeen  filed  there,  the  re- 
maining five  millions  have  not  been  issued.  This 
laat  amount  of  the  stock  will  be  withheld  from 
Texas  until  the  conditions  u{)on  which  it  is  to  be 
delivered  ahtUl  be  complied  with  by  the  creditors  of 
that  State,  unless  Coni^ess  shall  otherwise  direct 
by  a  nK>dification  of  the  law. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  to  which  I  respect- 
fully refer,  I  stated  briefiy  the  reasons  whicn  in- 
duced  me  to  recommend  a  modification  of  the 
present  tariff,  by  converting  the  ad  valorem  into  a 
specific  duty,  wherever  the  article  imported  waa 
of  such  a  character  as  to  permit  it,  ana  that  such 
a  discrimination  should  be  made  in  favor  of  the 
industrial  pursuits  of  our  own  country  as  to  en- 
courage honie  production,  without  exckidiug  for- 
eign competition. 

The  numerous  frauds  which  continue  to  be 
practised  upon  the  revenue,  by  iaJse  invoices  and 
undervaluations,  constitute  em  unanswerable  rear 
•on  for  adopting  specific  instead  of  ad  valorem 
duties  in  all  cases  where  the  nature  of  the  com- 
modity does  not  forbid  it.  A  striking  illustration 
of  these  frauds  will  be  exhibited  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  cus** 
torn-house  valuation  of  articles  imported  under  a 
former  law  subject  to  specific  duues,  when  there 
was  no  induceinent  to  undervahiation,  and  the 
custom-house  valuations  of  the  same  articles,  un- 
der the  present  system  of  ad  valorem  duties,  so 
greatly  reduced  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  most  flagrant  abuses  under  the  exist- 
ing laws.  This  practical  evasion  of  the  present 
law,  combined  with  the  languishing  condition  of 
some  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  caused 
by  over-importations  and  consequent  depressed 
prices,  and  with  the  failure  in  obtaining  a  foreign 
market  for  our  increasing  surplus  of  breadstufis 
and  provisions,  has  induced  me  again  to  recom- 
mend a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
which  accompanies  tills  communication,  will  pre- 
sent a  condensed  statement  of  the  operations  of 
that  important  department  of  the  Grovemmeut. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  cash  sales  of  the  public 
lands  exceed  those  of  the  preceding  year t and  that 
there  is  reason  to  anticipate  a  still  further  increase, 
notwithstemding  the  lai^e  donations  which  have 
been  made  to  many  of  the  States,  and  the  liberal 
grants  to  individuals  as  a  reword  for  military  ser- 
vices. This  fact  furnishes  very  gratifying  evi- 
dence of  the  growing  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our 
country. 

Suitable  measures  have  been  adopted  for  com- 
mencing the  survey  of  the  public  land*  in  Califor- 
nia and  Oregon.  Surveying  parties  have  been 
organized,  and  some  progress  nas  been  made  in 
establishing  the  principal  base  and  meridian  lines. 
But  further  legislation  and  additional  appropria- 
tions will  be  necessary  before  the  proper  sub- 
divisions can  be  made,  and  the  general  land  system 
extended  over  those  remote  parts  of  our  temtory. 

On  the  3d  of  March  last  an  act  was  passed  pro- 
viding for  the  appointmentof  three  commissioners 
to  settle  private  land  claims  in  California.  Three 
persons  were  immediately  appointed,  all  of  whom, 
however,  declined  accepting  the  ofiiee,  in  conse- 
quenne  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation. 
Others  were  promptly  selected,  who,  for  the  same 
reason,  also  declined;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in 
t^e  secuion  thai  the  servieee  of  suitable  persons 
could  be  secured.  A  majority  of  the  commis- 
sioners convened  in  this  city  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  when  detailed  instructions  were  given 
to  them  in  regard  to  their  duties.  Their  first 
meeting  for  the  transa-^tion  of  business  will  be  held 
in  San  Francisco  on  the  8th  day  of  the  present 
month. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  refer  to  these  facts, 
not  only  to  explain  the  causeaof  the  delay  in  filling 
the  commission,  but  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  compensation  of  the 
commiasionera.  The  office  is  one  of  ^eat  kdbor 
and  rwponsibility,  and  the  compensation  should 


be  such  aa  to  command  men  of  a  high  order  of 
taleptsand  the  most  unquestionable  integrity. 

The  jiroper  disposal  >pf  the  mineral  lands  of 
California  is  a  subject  surrounded  by  great  difi- 
culties.  In  my  laat  amraal  message  iTecoromended 
tlia  aorvey  aoid  aale  of  them  in  small  parcels,  undar 
suaK  restrictions  as  would  effectually  guard  againat 
monopoly  and  speculation.  But  upon  fruthec 
information,  and  m  deference  to  the  opiniona^ 
peraous  familiar  with  the  subject,  I  am  inclioed  to 
change  that  recommendation,  and  to  advise  that 
they  be  permitted  to  remain,  as  at  present,  a  com- 
mon field,  open  to  the  enterprise  and  industry  of 
all  our  citreens,  until  further  experience  shall  have 
developed  the  best  poKcy  to  be  ultimately  adopted 
in  regard  to  them.  It  is  safer  to  sufler  the  incon- 
venience that  now  exists,  for  a  abort  period,  than, 
by  premature  legislation,  to  faatea  on  the  country 
a  system  foundra  in  error,  which  may  place  the 
whole  subject  beyond  the  future  control  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  agricultural  lands  should,  however,  be  sur- 
veyed and  brought  into  mai'ket  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  that  the  titles  may  become  settlea, 
and  the  inhabitanta  stimulated  to  make  perma- 
nent improvements,  and  enter  on  the  ordinary 
pursuits  of  life.  To  effect  these  objects  it  m  desir- 
able that  the  necessary  nro vision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  establiahment  of^  land  offices  in  California 
and  Oregon,  and  for  tbe  efficient  prosecution  of  the 
surveys  at  an  early  day. 

Some  difficulties'have  occurred  in  oi^nizing  the 
territorial  governments  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah; 
and,  when  more  accurate  information  shall  be  ob- 
tained of  the  causes,  a  further  communication  will 
be  made  on  that  8ub)ect. 

In  my  last  annual  communication  to  Congress. 
I  recommended  the  establishment  of  an  Agricul- 
tural Bureau,  and  I  take  this  occasion  again  to  in- 
voke your  &vorable  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Agriculture  may  justly  be  regarded  as  the  great 
interest  of  our  people.  Four  fifths  of  our  active 
population  are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
sou,  and  the  r^ipia  expansion  of  our  settlements 
over  new  territory  is  ciaily  adding  to  the  number 
of  those  engaged  in  that  vocation.  Justice  and 
sound  policy,  therefore,  alike  require  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  use  all  the  means  authorized  by 
the  Constitution  to  promote  the  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  that  important  class  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
And  yet  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  whilst  the  man- 
ufacturing^ and  commercial  interests  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  Congress  during  a  lare^e  portion  of 
every  session,  and  our  statutes  abound  in  provisions 
for  their  protection  and  encouragement,  little  haa 
yet  been  done  directly  for  the  advancement  of  agri- 
rulture.  It  ia  time  that  this  reproach  to  our  legis- 
lation should  be  removed;  aim  I  sincerely  hope 
thai  the  present  Congress  will  not  close  their  labors 
without  adopting  ancient  means  to  supply  the 
omissions  of  those  who  have  preceded  them. 

An  agricultural  bureau,  charged  with  the  duty 
of  collecting  and  disseminating  correct  information 
as  to  the  best  modes  of  cultivation,  and  of  the  most 
effectual  means  of  preserving  and  restoring  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  of  procuring  and  distribu- 
ting sa^s,  and  plants,  and  other  vegetable  produc- 
tions, with  instructions  in  regard  to  tbe  soil,  cU- 
mata*  and  treatment  best  adapted  to  their  growth, 
could  not  fail  to  be,  in  the  language  of  Washino- 
Toti,  in  his  kst  annual  message  to  Congress,  a 
«  very  cheap  instrument  of  immense  national  ben- 
efit."^ 

Regardmg  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  28lh 
September,  1 850,  granting  bounty  lanas  to  persons 
who  had  been  engaged  m  the  mOitary  service  of 
the  country,  as  a  great  measure  of  national  justice 
and  munincence,  an  anxious  desire  has  been  fdt, 
by  the  officers  intrusted  with  its  immediate  execu- 
tion, to  give  prompt  effect  to  its  provisions.  All 
the  means  within  their  control  were,  therefore, 
brought  into  requisition  to  expedite  the  adjudica- 
tion of  claims;  and  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to 
atate,  that  near  one  hundred  thouaand  applications 
have  been  considered, and  about  seventy  thousand 
warrants  issued,  within  the  short  space  of  nine 
months.  If  adequate  provision  be  made  by  law 
to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of  (he 
Department,  it  is  confidently  expected  that,  before 
the  dose  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  all  who  are  enti- 
tled tQ  the  benefits  of  the  act  will  have  received 
their  warrants. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  suggested  in 
I  his  report  various  amendments  of  the  laws  relating 


to  pensions  and  bounty  lands,  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effectually  ghardlng  against  abuses  anofVauda 
on  the  Oovemment:  to  att  of  which  I  invite  your 
particular  attention. 

The  large  acceaaioaa  to  our  Indian  populattno 
rcwatjQtttnt  v^;>on  the  acquiaition  of  New  Mexico 
and  Cfalifomia,  and  the  extension  of  our  settJe- 
menta  into  Utah  and  Oregon,  have  given  increased 
interest  and  importance  to  our  relatione  with  the 
aboriginal  race. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  within  the 
laat  year  in  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  who  reside  in  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory and  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  We  are 
at  peace  with  all  of  them;  anu  it  will  be  a  source 
of  pleasure  to  you  to  learn  that  they  are  gnuiually 
advancing  in  civilization  and  the  pursuits  of  social 
life. 

Along  the  Mexican  frontier,  and  in  California 
and  Qr^on,  there  have  been  occasional  manifest- 
ations of  unfriendly  feeling,  and  some  depredations 
committed.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  they 
resulted  more  fVom  the  destitute  and  starvin£^  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  than  from  any  settled  nostil- 
ity  toward  the  whites.  As  the  settlements  of  our 
citizens  progress  toMrards  them,  the  game  upon 
which  they  mainly  rely  for  subsistence  is  driTen 
ofiT  or  destroyed,  and  the  only  alternative  leA  to 
them  is  starvation  or  plunder.  It  becomes  us  to 
consider,  in  view  of  this  condition  of  things, 
whether  justice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  an  en- 
lightened economy,  do  not  require  that,  instead  of 
seeking  to  punish  them  for  offences  which  are  the 
result  of  our  own  policy  towards  them,  we  should 
not  provide  for  their  immediate  wants,  and  «i- 
courai^e  them  to  engage  in  agriculture,  and  to  rely 
on  their  labor,  instead  of  the  chase ffor  the  naeans 
of  support. 

Vanous  important  treaties  have  been  negotiated 
with  different  tribes  during  the  year,  by  which 
their  title  to  Urge  and  valuable  tracts  of  country 
haa  been  extinguished:  all  of  which  will,  at  the 
proper  time,  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  ratifi- 
cation. 

The  joint  commission  under  the  treaty  of  Goa- 
dalupe  Hidalgo  has  been  actively  engaged  in  run* 
nin^  and  mandne  the  boundary  line  between  t!be 
Umted  States  and  Mexico.    It  was  suted  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
that  the  initial  point  on  the  Pacific  and  the  point 
of  junction  of  the  Gila  with  the  Colorada  river 
had  been  determined,  and  the  intervenine  line, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  len^ui ,  run 
and  marked  by  temporary  monument.  Since  that 
tune  a  monument  of  marole  has  been  erected  ai 
the  initial  point,  and  permanent  landmarks  of  iron 
have  been  placed  at  suitable  distances  along*  the 
line. 

The  initial  point  on  the  Rio  Grande  has  also 
been  fixed  by  the  commissioners  at  latitude  39P 
22',  and  at  tne  date  of  the  last  communication  the 


survey  of  the  line  had  been  made  thence 
ward  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  the 
neighborhood  of  the  copper  mines. 

The  commission  on  our  part  was  at  first  organ- 
ized on  a  scale  which  experience  proved  to  be  un- 
wieldy and  attended  with  unnecessary  expense. 
Orders  have,  therefore,  been  issued  for  the  redun- 
tion  of  the  number  of  persons  employed  within 
the  smallest  limits  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
those  engaged  in  the  service  and  the  nrompt  and 
efficient  execution  of  their  important  duties. 

Retuma  have  been  received  from  all  the  oflfieem 
engaged  in  taking  the  census  in  the  States  and 
Temtories,  except  California.  The  superintend- 
ent employed  to  make  the  enumeration  in  that 
State  has  not  yet  made  his  full  report,  from  causes, 
as  he  alleges,  oeyond  his  control.  This  failure  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  has  prevented  the  Sec- 
retary  of  tHe  interior  firom  making  the  decennied 
apportionment  of  representatives  ar^ngthe  States , 
as  required  by  the  act  approved  Mffy  2S,  1850.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  the  returns  win  soon  be  re- 
ceivedf,  and  no  time  will  then  be  lost  in  making^ 
the  necessary  apportionment,  and  in  tranamittin^ 
the  certificates  required  by  law. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Seventh  Censon  ia 
diligently  employed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  classifying  and  ar^ 
ranging,  in  tabuhir  form,  all  the  statistical  inform- 
ation derived  from  the  returns  of  the  marshals, 
and  it  IB  believed  that  when  the  work  shall  be 
completed  it  will  exhibit  a  more  perfect  vievr  of 
the  population,  wealth,  occtipations,  and  social 


te&u 


THE  OOKGRSSSfCmAli  OL09E. 


19 


r  IT 


of  «  freat  eountiy  than  hM  ever  he9^ 
to  the  world.    The  value  of  such  a 
M  tbe  b««»  oT  ealighteacd  kgislaiioiit  can 
hu41  J"  b»  overMtimated ;  and  I  earaettly  hope  that 
will  loae  no  time  in  making  the  a)>pro* 
neci!— ary  to  compUte  the  ckast&catioiia, 
«»  publish  the  reaoUa  ia  a  style  worthy  of  the 
and  of  our  iialioofil  character. 
wmnief  a  uoiforai  iee  bill,  preacribiag  the 
to  be  allowed  distnct  attorneys, 
BMrahais,  aod  comnussioners  in  civil  and 
ip  is  the  causa  of  much  vexation,  iu- 
aad  complaint*    I  would  recommend  a 
jtt  levisioa  of  the  lavs  oa  the  whole  subject^ 
adoptioii  ofa  tariff  of  iees  which,  aafarai 
ahoiihl  be  uaiibrm,  and  prescribe  a 
oompenaatioii  ibr  every  service  which  the 
>awr  be  required  to  pertorm.    This  subject 
fiJijr  prceented  ia  toe  report  of  the  Secre- 


I  gave  briefly  my 
for  believiB^  that  you  possessed  the  con- 
power  to  mipreve  tae  harbors  of  our 
cee  and  eea-coast,  and  the  navigation  of  our 
rivers,  and  recommended  that  appropria- 
~  ~  be  made  for  completing  such  woHcs 
•a  ktd  already  been  commenced,  and  for  com- 
sock  others  as  might  seem  to  the  wisdom 
»to  be  of  public  and  general  importance. 
tep—Hng  the  reasons  then  urged,  I  deem 
^WKf4miy  agiaia  to  call  your  attention  to  thisim- 
aabjecC  The  works  on  many  of  the  har- 
m  Im  in  an  unfinished  state,  and,  eense- 
r,expeeed  to  the  action  of  the  elements, 
Ustroyingthem.  Great  nomb^v  of 
aroooBls  of  property  are  aimually 
It  of  safe  and  convenient  harbors  on  the 
H^ne  but  those  who  have  been  exposed 
4angeroias  navigation  can  Ailly  appreciate 
of  this  subject.  The  whole  North- 
to  yo«  for  relief,  and  I  trust  their 
viil  receive  due  consideration  at   your 


ia  in  a  measure  true  in  regard  to  some 
and  inlets  on  the  sea-coast. 

navigation  of  our  large  rivers 
tance.    Our  settlements  are  now 


to  Ike  sources  of  the  ereat  rivers  which 

and  ibrm  a  paH  of  the  Mississippi, 

t  of  the  public  lands  in  those  regions 

it  greatly  enhanced  by  freeuig  the  naviga- 

'*  at  water*  from  obstructions.    In  view, 

of  Ikis  great  interest,  I  deem  it  my  duty 

laieac^mHi  Congress  to  makesuch  appro- 

tik  mmt  improvements  as  they  may 

Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
'  m  of  the  overflows  that  have 


crtr. 


HViftkf 


teMaosBttlron 
mmmk  en  ercrawt 


^    ^  to  that  re^n  of  country, 

ai^sHipleted,  and  the  reporU  thereof 
"^     of  preparation,  and  will  shortly 

Hi  of  oar  southwestern  frontier,  and 

Mexican  States,  against  the  Indian 

border,  has  claimed  my  earnest 

attention.    Congress  having  failed, 

,  to  adopt  my  recommendation 

regiment  of  mounted  men  spe- 

to  that  service  should  be  raised,  all 

to  be  done  was  to  make  the  best 

tns  at  my  disposal.    Accordingly, 

adapted  to  that  service  that  could 

spared  from  other  quitters  have  been 

1  on  that  frontier,  and  oflicers  of  high 

selected  to  command  them.     A  new 

of  the  military  posts  has  also  been 

the  troops  are  brought  nearer  U> 

tier  and  to  the  tribM  they  are  in- 


time  has  not  yet  dapsed  to  realize  all 

tkat  wet  expected  to  result  from  these 

ts,  bot  I  have  every  reason  to  hope 

will  efleetually  cheek  their  marauding 

s.    The  nature  of  the  country,  which 

little  for  the  support  of  an  army,  and 

an  places  of  refuge  and  concealment,  is 

>f  vpsU  adapted  to  this  predatory  war- 

we  eaa  searcdy  hope  that  any-  nwitary 

witk  the  greatest  vigilance,  can 

pprsss  it. 

tcaaty  of  Gtiadahipe  Hidalgo  we  are 

to  protect  the  tenritory  of  Mexico  against 

-«niona  df  tke  aavage  tribes  wiUiin  our 

«« «i& equal diUgMiee  and  eaerfy"  ae  if 


the  same  were  made  within  our  territory  or  against 
our  citizens.  I  have  endeavored  to  complyras 
(ar  as  possible,  with  this  provision  of  the  treaty. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  the  oflioers  command- 
ing on  that  frontier  to  consider  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory and  its  inhabitants  as  equally  with  our  own 
entitled  to  their  protection;  and  to  make  all  their 
pHuis  and  arrangements  with  a  view  to  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object.  Instructions  have  also  been 
given  to  the  Indian  commissioners  anU  agents 
among  these  tribes,  in  all  treaties,  to  make  the 
clauses  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  own 
citizens  apply  also  to  those  of  Mexico.  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  these  instructions  have 
been  fully  carried  into  efl*ect.  Neverthelens,  it  is 
probable  that,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts,  some  of 
the  neighboring  States  of  Mexico  may  have  suf- 
fered, as  our  own  have,  from  depredations  by  the 
Indians. 

To  the  difficulties  of  defending  our  own  terri- 
tory, as  above  mentioned,  are  superadded,  in  de- 
fending tl\at  of  Mexico,  those  that  arise  from  \X» 
remoteness,  from  the  fact  that  we  have  no  right  to 
station  our  troops  within  her  limits,  and  that  there 
is  no  efficient  military  force  on  the  Mexican  side 
to  codperate  with  our  own.  So  long  as  this  shall 
continue  to  be  the  case,  the  number  and  activity  of 
our  troops  will  rather  increase  than  diminish  the 
evil,  as  the  Indians  will  Jiaturally  turn  towards 
that  country  where  they  encounter  the  least  re- 
sistance. Yet  these  troops  are  necessary  to  sub- 
due them,  and  to  compel  them  to  make  and  ob- 
serve treaties.  Until  this  shall  have  been  done, 
neither  country  will  enjoy  any  security  from  their 
attacks. 

The  Indians  in  California,  who  had  previously 
appeared  of  a  peaceable  character,  ana  disposed 
te  oultivate^the  friendship  of  the  whites,  have  re- 
cently committed  several  acts  of  hostility.  As  a 
large  portion  of  the  reinforcements  sent  to  the 
Mexican  frontier  were  drawn  from  the  Pacific, 
the  military  force  now  stationed  there  is  consid- 
ered entirely  inadeqtiate  to  its  defence.*  It  cannot 
be  increased,  however,  without  an  increase  of  the 
Army;  and  I  again  recommend  Utat  Qieasure  as 
indispensable  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  suggestions  on  this 
subject,  and  on  others  connected  with  his  Depart- 
ment, in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army 
during  the  current  fiscal  year  ending  dOth  June 
next,  were  reduced  far  below  the  estimate  submit- 
ted by  the  Department.  The  consequence  of  this 
reduction  is  a  considerable  deficiency,  to  which  I 
invite  your  early  attention. 

The  expenditures  of  that  Department,  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June  last,  were  49,0604^  58. 
iThe  estimates  for  the  year  commencine  1st  July 
next  and  ending  June  30, 1853,  are  j|7 ,898,775  83; 
showing  a  reduction  of  11,161,493  75. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  whom  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Military  Asylum 
created  by  the  act  of  3d  March  last  was  intrusted, 
have  selected  a  site  for  the  establishment  of  an 
asylum  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  which  has 
been  approved  by  me,  subject  to  the  production 
of  a  satisfactory  title. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
exhibit  the  condition  of  the  public  service  under 
the  supervision  of  that  Department.  Our  naval 
force  afloat  during  the  present  year  has  been 
actively  and  usefully  employed  in  giving  protec- 
tion to  our  widely-extenoed  and  increasing  com- 
merce and  interests  in  the  various  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  our  flag  has  everywhere  afforded  the 
security  and  received  the  respect  inspired  by  the 
justice  and  liberality  of  our  intercourse,  and  the 
dignity  and  power  of  the  nation. 

The  expeoition  commanded  by  Lieutenant  De 
Haven,  dispatched  in  search  of  the  British  com- 
mander. Sir  John  Franklin,  and  his  companions 
in  the  Arctic  Seas,  returned  to  New  York  in  the 
month  of  October,  after  having  undergone  great 
peril  and  sufiTering  from  an  unknown  and  dani^erous 
navigation  and  the  rigors  of  a  northern  climate, 
without  any  satisfactory  information  of  the  objects 
of  their  SMuxh,  but  with  new  contributions  to 
science  and  navigation  from  the  unfrequented 
p<^r  regions.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  expe- 
dition, having  been  all  volunteers  for  this  service, 
and  having  so  conducted  it  as  to  meet  the  entiri 
approbation  of  the  Qovernment,  it  is  suggested, 
•e  an  act  of  grace  and  generosity,  that  the  same 
eUowanest  of  extra  pay  and  emohunsBts  be  ex- 


tended to  them  that  were  made  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  like  rating  in  the  late  Exploring  Expeditiotf 
to  the  South  Seas. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  your  attention  the 
necessity  of  reorganizing  the  naval  establishment, 
apportioning  ana  fixing  the  number  of  officers  in 
each  ^rade,  providing  some  mode  of  promotion  to 
the  higher  grades  of  the  Navy,  having  reference  to 
merit  and  capacity,  rather  thaio  seniority  or  date 
of  entry  into  tlie  service,  and  for  retiring  from  the 
efiective  list  upon  reduced  pay  those  who  may  be 
incompetent  to  the  performance  of  active  duty. 
As  a  measure  of  economy,  as  well  as  of  efficiency 
in  this  arm  of  the  service,  the  provision  last  men- 
tioned ia  eminently  worthy  of  your  considera- 
tion. 

The  determination  of  the  questions  of  relative 
rank  between  the  sea  officers  and  pivil  officers  of 
the  Navy,  and  between  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  in  the  various  grades  of  each,  will  also 
merit  your  attention.  The  failure  to  provide  any 
substitute,  when  corporal  punishment  was  abol- 
ished for  ofiences  in  the  Navy,  has  occasioned  the 
convening  of  numerous  courts-martial  upon  the 
arrival  of  vessels  in  port,  and  is  believed  to  have 
had  an  imurioua  eflectupon  the  discipline  and  effi- 
ciency of'^tlie  service.  To  moderate  punishment 
from  one  grade  to  another  ia  among  the  humane 
reforms  of  the  age;  but  to  abolish  one  of  severity, 
which  applied  so  generally  to  ofTences^  on  ship- 
board, and  provide  nothing  in  its  stead,  is  to  sup- 
pose a  progress  of  improvement  in  every  individual 
among  seamen  which  ia  not  assumed  by  the  legis- 
hiture  in  respect  to  any  other  class  of  men.  It  is 
hoped  that  Congress,  in  the  ample  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  present  session,  will  thoroughly 
investigate  this  important  subject,  and  establish 
such  modes  of  determining  guilt,  and  such  grada- 
tions of  punishment,  as  are  consistent  with  human- 
ity and  the  personal  rights  of  individuals,  and  at 
the  same  time  shall  insure  the  most  energetic  and 
efficient  performance  of  duty  and  the  suppression 
of  crime  in  our  ahips  of  war. 

The  stone  dock  in  the  navy-yard  at  New  York, 
which  was  ten  years  in  process  of  construction, 
has  been  so  far  finished  as  to  be  surrendered  up  tQ 
the  authorities  of  the  yard.  The  dry-dock  at 
Philadelphia  is  reported  as  completed;  and  is  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  tested  and  delivered  over  to  the 
agents  oi  the  Government.  That  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  is  also  neariy  ready  for  delivery; 
and  a  contract  has  been  conclufled,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  Congress  at  its  last  session,  for  a  floating 
section  dock  on  ihe  bay  of  San  Francisco.  I  in- 
vite your  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Dcpartmenttouching  the  establishment  of  a  navy- 
yard  in  conjunction  with  this  dock  on  the  Pacific. 
Such  a  station  is  highly  necessary  to  the  conveni- 
ence and  ^ectiveness  of  our  fleet  in  that  ocean, 
which  must  be  expected  to  increase  with  the  growth 
of  commerce  and  the  rapid  extension  of  our  whale 
fisheries  over  its  waters. 

The  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  under  a  re- 
vised and  improved  system  of  regulations,  now 
affords  opportunities  of  education  and  instruction 
to  the  pupils  quite  equal,  it  is  believed,  for  pro- 
fessional improvement,  to  those  enjoyed  by  the 
cadets  in  the  Military  Academy.  A  large  class 
of  acting  midshipmen  was  received  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  academic  term,  and  a  prac- 
tice-ship has  been  attached  to  the  institution,  to 
afford  the  amplest  means  for  r^ular  instruction 
in  seamanship,  as  well  as  for  cruises  during  the 
vacations  of  three  or  four  months  in  each  year. 

The  advantages  of  science  in  nautical  alTairs 
have  rarely  been  more  strikingly  illustrated  than 
in  the  fact  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, that,  by  means  of  the  wind  and  current 
charts,  projected  and  prepared  by  Lieutenant 
Maury,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Observa- 
tory, the  passage  from  tlie  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
ports  of  our  country  has  been  shortened  by  about 
forty  days. 

The  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  and 
Marme  Corps  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  will  be  found 
to  be  $5,856,472  19,  the  estimates  for  the  current 
year  bein^  |5,900,621. 

The  estimates  for  special  objects  under  the  con- 
trol of  this  Department  amount  to  |2,684,220  89, 
against  (^2,210,980  for  the  present  year,  the  in- 
crease being  occasioned  by  the  additional  mail  ser- 
vice on  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  construction  of 
the  dock  in  California,  authorized  at  the  last  ees- 
sion  of  Congress,  and  some  slight  additions  under 
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the  head  of  improy^ments  and  repairs  in  nary- 
yards,  buildings,  and  machinery. 

I  deem  it  of  much  importance  to  a  just  economy, 
and  a  correct  understanding  of  naval  expenditures, 
that  there  should  be  an  entire  separation  of  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  or  the  naral  service 
proper  from  those  for  permanent  improyements 
at  navy-jrard  sand  statibns,  and  from  ocean  steam- 
mail  service,  and  other  special  objects  assigned  to 
the  supervision  oC  this  Department. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
communicated,  presents  an  interesting^  view  of  the 
progress,  operations,  and  condition  of  his  Depart- 
ment. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  length  of 
mail  routes  within  the  United  States  was  196,290 
miles;  the  annual  transportation  thereon  53,272,252 
miles;  and  the  annual  cost  of  such  transportation 
13,421,754. 

The  length  of  the  foreign  mail  routes  is  estima- 
ted at  18,349  miles,  and  the  annual  transportation 
therein  at  615,206  mites.  The  annual  cost  of  this 
service  is  |1,472,187,  of  which  #448,937  is  paid 
by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  |1 ,023,250  is 
paid  through  the  Navy  Department. 

The  annual  transportation  within  the  United 
States  (excluding  the  service  in  California  and 
Or^on,  which  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  reported 
and  embraced  in  the  tabular  statements  of  the  De- 
partment^ exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year 
6,162,855  miles,  at  an  increased  cost  of  $547,110. 

The  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
States  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  19,796. 
There  were  1,698  post  offices  established,  and  256 
discontinued  during  the  year. 

The  gross  revenues  of  the  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year,  including  the  appropriations  for  tlie 
franked  matter  of  Congress,  of  the  Departments, 
and  officers  of  Government,  and  excluding  the  for- 
eigTi  postages,  collected  for,  and  payable  to,  the 
British  post  office,  amounted  to  |6,727,866  78. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  (excluding 
#20,599  49,  paid  under  an  award  of  the  Auditor, 
m  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  last  Congress, 
for  mail  service  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
In  1832  and  1833,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  Brit- 
ish post  office  for  foreign  postages  collected  for  and 
payable  to  that  office)  amounted  to  A6,024,566  79; 
leaving  a  balance  of  revenue  over  the  proper  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  of  $703,299  99. 

The  receipts  for  postages  during  the  year  (ex- 
cluding the  foreign  postages  collected  for  and  pay- 
able to  the  British  post  office)  araountea  to 
#6,345,747  21,  being  an  increase  of  #997,610  79, 
or  18.65-100  per  cent,  over  the  like  receipts  for  the 
preceding  year. 

The  reduction  of  postage,  under  the  act  of  March 
last,  did  not  take  effect  until  the  commencement  of 
the  present  fiscal  year.  The  accounts  for  the  first 
quarter,  under  the  operation  of  the  reduced  rates, 
will  not  be  settled  oefore  January  next;  and  no 
reliable  estimate  of  the  receipts  for  the  present  year 
can  yrt  be  made.  It  is  believed,*  however,  that 
they  win  fkll  far  short  of  those  of  the  last  year. 
The  surplus  of  the  revenues  now  on  hand  is,  how- 
ever, so  large  that  no  further  appropriation  from 
the  Treasury  in  aid  of  the  revenues  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  required  for  the  current  fiscal  year;  but  an 
additional  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  June. 
30,  1853,  will  probably  be  found  necessary  when 
the  receipts  of  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  fiscal 
year  are  fully  ascertained. 

In  his  last  annual  report  the  Postmaster  Greneral 
recommended  a  reduction  of  postage  to  rates  which 
he  deemed  as  low  as  could  be  prudently  adopted. 


performed  by  it  for  the  Government.  The  recom- 
mendations of  the  Postmaster  General,  in  respect 
to  letter  postage,  except  on  letters  from  and  to 
Cahfornia  and  Oregon,  were  substantially  adopted 
by  the  last  Congress.  He  now  recommends  ad- 
herence to  the  present  letter  rates,  and  advises 
against  a  further  reduction  until  justified  by  the 
revenue  of  the  Department. 

He  also  recommends  that  the  rates  of  postage 
on  printed  matter  be  so  revised  as  to  render  them 
more  simple,  and  more  uniform  in  their  operation 
upon  all  classes  of  printed  matter.  I  submit  the 
recommendations  or  the  report  to  your  favorable 
consideration. 

The  public  statutes  of  the  United  States  have 
BOW  been  accumulating  for  more  than  sixty  years, 


and,  interspersed  with  private  acts,  are  scattered 
throUs;h  numerous  volumes;  and,  from  the  cost  of 
the  whole,  have  become  almost  inaccessible  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  community.  They  also  exhibit 
much  of  the  incongruity  andf  imperfection  of  hasty 
legislation.  As  it  seems  to  be  generally  conceded 
that  there  is  no  **  common  law"  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  defects  of  their  legislation,  it 
is  most  important  that  that  legislation  should  be 
as  perfect  as  possible,  defining  every  power  in- 
tended to  be  conferred,  every  crime  intended  to  be 
made  punishable,  and  prescribing  the  punishment 
to  be  inflicted.  In  addition  to  some  particular 
cases  spoken  of  more  at  length,  the  whole  criminal 
code  is  now  lamentably  defective.  Some  offences 
are  imperfectly  described,  and  others  are  entirely 
omitted;  so  that  flagrant  crimes  may  be  committed 
with  impunity.  The  scale  of  punishment  is  not 
in  all  cases  graduated  according  to  the  degree  and 
nature  of  the  offence,  and  is  often  rendered  more 
unequal  by  the  different  modes  of  imprison- 
ment, or  penitentiary  confinement,  in  the  different 
States. 

Many  laws  of  a  permanent  oharacterhave  been 
introduced  into  appropriation  bills,  and  it  is  often 
difficult  to  determine  whether  the  particular  clause 
expires  with  the  temporary  act  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  or  continues  in  force.  It  has  also  frequently 
happened  that  enactments  and  provisions  •f  law 
have  been  introduced  into  bills,  with  the  title  or 
general  subject  of  which  they  have  little  or  no 
connection  or  relation.  In  this  mode  of  legisla- 
tion so  many  enactments  have  been  heaped  upon 
each  other,  and  often  with  but  little  consideration, 
that,  in  many  instances,  it  is  difficult  to  search  out 
and  determine  what  is  the  law. 

The  Gk)vemment  of  the  United  States  is  em- 
phatically a  government  of  written  laws.  The 
statutes  should,  therefore,  as  far  as  practicable, 
not  only  be  made  accessible  to  all,  but  be  expressed 
in  language  so  plain  and  simple  as  to  be  under- 
stood oy  all,  and  arranged  in  such  method  as  to 
five  perspicuity  to  every  subject.  Many  of  the 
tates  have  revised  their  public  acts  with  great  and 
manifest  benefit;  and  I  recommend  that  provision 
be  made  by  law  for  tlie  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  revise  the  public  statutes  of  the  United 
States,  arran^ng  them  in  order,  supplying  deficien- 
cies, correcting  incongruities,  simplifying  their 
lan^;uage,  and  reporting  them  to  Congress  for  its 
action. 

An  act  of  Congress,  approved  30th  September, 
1850,  contained  a  provision  for  the  extension  of 
the  Capitol,  accoruihg  to  such  plan  as  might  be 
approved  by  the  President,  and  appropriate  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  expended  under 
his  direction,  by  such  architect  as  he  should  ap- 
point to  execute  the  same.  On  examining  the 
various  plans  which  had  been  submitted  by  dif- 
ferent architects,  in  pursuance  of  an  advertisement 
by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  no  one  was  found 
to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  and  it  was  therefore 
deemed  advisable  to  combine  and  adopt  the  advan- 
tages of  several. 

The  great  object  to  be  accomplished  was  to  make 
such  an  addition  as  would  afford  ample  and  con- 
venient halls  for  the  deliberations  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  with  sufficient  accommoda- 
tions for  spectators,  and  suitable  apartments  for 
the  committees  and  officers  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature.  It  was  also  desirable  not  to  mar 
the  harmony  and  beauty  of  the  present  structure, 
which,  as  a  specimen  of  architecture,  is  so  univer- 
sally admired.  Keeping  these  objects  in  view,  I 
concluded  to  make  the  addition  by  wings, detached 
from  the  present  building,  yet  connect^  with  it  by 
corridors.  This  mode  of'^ enlargement  will  leave 
the  present  Capitol  uninjured,  and  afford  great  ad- 
vantages for  ventilation  and  the  admission  of  light, 
and  will  enable  the  work  to  progress  without  inter- 
rupting the  delibemtions  of  Congress.  To  carry 
this  plan  into  effect,  I  have  appointed  an  expert- 
encea  and  competent'architect.  The  comer-stone 
was  laid  on  the  4th  d&y  of  July  last,  with  suitable 
ceremonies,  since  which  time  the  work  has  ad- 
vanced with  commendable  rapidity,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  both  wings  are  now  nearlv  complete. 

I  again  commend  to  your  favorable  regard  the 
interests  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  deem  it 
only  necessary  to  remind  you  that  althoiurh  its 
inhabitants  have  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  in  Congress,  they  are  not  the  less  enti^ 
tied  to  a  just  and  liberal  consideration  in  your 
legislation.    My  opimons  on  this  subject  wert 


more  fblly  expressed  in  my  last  annuel  comrx>i 
cation. 

Other  subjects  were  brought  to  the  attmtioi 
Congress  in  mv  last  amiu^  mtsaage,  to  wHi< 
would  respectfully  refer.  But  there  wa*  on 
more  than  ordinary  interest,  to  which  I  again  in 
your  special  attention.  I  allude  to  the  recmnn 
dation  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
tie  private  claims  against  the  United  States.  J 
tice  to  individuals,  as  well  as  to  the  G^verocn^ 
imperativeljr  demands  that  some  more  convent 
and  expeditious  mode  than  an  appeal  to  CoRgi 
should  be  adopted. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  in  several 
stances  officers  of  the  Gk)vemment,  in  attempl 
to  execute  the  law  fbr  the  return  of  fugiCtves  ft 
labor,  have  been  openly  resisted,  and  their  cffk 
frustrated  and  defeated  by  lawless  and  ▼ioj 
mobs;  that  in  one  case  sucn  resistance  resulte<i 
the  death  of  an  estimable  citizen,  and  in  other* 
rious  injury  ensued  to  those  officers  and  so  x^ 
viduals  who  were  using  their  endeavors  to  &%xHt 
th  e  laws .  Prosecutions  have  been  instituted  a^ai 
the  alleged  offenders,  so  far  as  they  could  be  idl 
tified,  and  are  still  pending.  I  have  r^rded  il 
my  duty,  in  these  cases,  to  give  dH  nd  legally 
my  power  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  an 
shall  continue  to  do  so  wherever  and  whene 
their  execution  may  be  resisted. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  return  of  fngitii 
from  labor  is  one  required  and  demanded  by  1 
express  words  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Constitution  declares,  "That  no  pen 
*held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  unaer  < 

*  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  c^ 

*  sequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  d 

*  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 

*  deUvered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  su 

*  service  or  labor  may  be  due. "  This  constitatioi 
provision  is  equally  obligatory  upon  the  Lr^isi 
tive,  the  Executive,  and  Judicial  Departments 
the  Grovemment,  and  upon  every  atizen  of  i 
United  States. 

Congress,  however,  must,  from  necessity,  fin 
act  upon  the  subject,  by  prescribing  the  procee< 
ings  necessary  to  ascertam  that  the  person  is 
fugitive,  and  the  means  to  be  used  for  his  restoTi 
tion  to  the  claimant.  This  was  done  by  an  a 
passed  during  the  first  term  of  President  Was 
mgton,  which  was  amended  by  that  enacted  \ 
the  last  Congress,  and  it  now  remains  for  tl 
Executive  and  Judicial  Departments  to  take  ca 
that  these  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  This  i 
junction  of  the  Constitution  is  as  peremptory  ai 
as  binding  as  any  other;  it  stands  exactly  on  i 
same  foundation  as  that  clause  which  provides  ^ 
the  return  of  fugitives  from  justice,  or  that  whi< 
declares  that  no  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  postfkctola 
shall  be  passed,  or  that  which  provides  for  i 
equality  of  taxation  according  to  the  census,  < 
the  clause  declaring  that  all  duties  shall  beaniforj 
throug:hout  the  United  States,  or  the  importaf 
provision  that  the  trial  of  all  crimes  shall  be  b; 
jury.  These  several  articles  and  clauses  of  tbi 
Constitution,  all  resting  on  the  same  authorily 
must  stand  or  fall  togemer.  Some  objections  ha^ 
been  urged  a|;;ainst  the  details  of  the  act  for  il 
return  of  fugitives  from  labor;  but  it  is  worthy  < 
remark  that  the  main  opposition  is  aimed  again 
the  Constitution  itself,  and  proceeds  from  persoi 
and  classes  of  persons,  many  of  whom  declal 
their  wish  to  see  that  Constitution  overlume 
They  avow  their  hostility  to  any  law  which  shi 
give  full  and  practical  effect- to  this  requirement 
Uie  Constitution.  Fortunately,  the  number 
these  persons  is  comparatively  small,  and  is  b 
lieved  to  be  daily  diminishing,  but  the  issue  whi( 
they  present  is  one  which  involves  the  supremac 
ana  even  the  existence  of  the  Constitution. 

Cases  have  heretofore  arisen  in  which  indivii 
uals  have  denied  the  binding  authority  of  acts  i 
Congress,  and  even  States  have  proposed  to  nulHl 
such  acts,  upon  the  ground  that  the  Constituti^ 
was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  thoj 
acts  of  Congress  were  repugnant  to  that  instru  merl 
but  nullification  is  now  aimed,  not  so  much  again 
particular  laws  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  Coi 
stitution,  as  against  the  Constitution  itself;  and 
is  not  to  be  disguised  that  a  spirit  exists  and  hi 
been  actively  at  work  to  rend  asunder  this  Unioi 
which  is  our  cherished  inheritance  from  our  rei 
olutionary  fathers. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  stated  that  I  col 
mdared  the  series  of  measures,  which  had  bet 
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aiopced  at  UMprerkms  session,  in  reference  to  the 

^itatooo  growtn^out  of  tbe  Territoriftl  and  slavery 

ymffTiflnfTi  as  a  final  settlement  in  principle  and 

■Aatanee  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  subjects 

viseh  they  embraced;  and  I  recommend  adh^ence 

ariie  a«yiistaetit  established  by  those  measures, 

Big  time  and  expertenee  shoula  demonstrate  the 

of  farther  legislation  to  guard  against 

or  abuse.    I  was  not  induced  to  make 

^  rceommendation   because  I    thought  those 

mmaunm  perfect,  for  no  human  legislation  can  be 

pcffiKt.    Wide  differences  and  jcHxing  opinions 

eaa  <mlj  be  reconciled  by  yielding  something  on 

ilsite,  and  this  result  had  been  reached  after  an 

■^ryeonftct  of  many  months,  in  which  one  port 

tf  ike  country  was  arrayed  against  another,  and 

wriBfteoaTUMion  seemed  to  be  imminent.    Look- 

S«i  the  interests  of  the  whole  country,  I  felt  it 
^■y  duty  to  seiee  upon  this  compromise  as 
Ae  tat  that  could  be  obtained  amid  conflicting 
BiBmii,  and  to  insistupon  it  as  a  final  settlement, 
II  te  adhered  to  by  all  who  value  the  peace  and 
vdfaie  of  the  country.  A  year  has  now  elapsed 
ises  that  leconunendation  was  made.  To  that 
ncapmendatiQn  I  atill  adhere,  and  I  oon^tulate 
jsiaod  the  country  upon  the  ^neral  acquiescence 
■  tee  measures  of  peace  which  has  b«en  exhib- 
ited is  afl  parts  of  the  Republic.  And  not  only  is 
ime  this  ^enetml  acquiescence  in  these  measures, 
lot  ike  tpuk.  of  oonciliation  which  has  been  mani- 
ktbti  m  regard  to  them  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
hitfeBU>Ted  doubts  and  uncertainties  hi  the  minds 
flfthissMids  of  good  men  concerning  the  durabil- 
i^ef  ear  popular  institutions,  and  given  renewed 
■wiuim  that  our  liberty  and  our  Union  may 
MkMC  iflgecher  fbr  the  benefit  of  this  and  all  sue- 
ettfisr  geaerationa. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
W&ittRCTOjr,  Deeemher  2, 1851. 

Mt.  BAYLY,  of  yij^nia>  moved  that  the  mes- 
ngsWiderred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
ihes«Afcef  the  Union,  and  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
ike  ■MftMas;  irhich  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.Bbdk^  moved  that  15,000  copies  extra  of 
&e  fMfent^  message  and  the  accompanying 
tetate  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 
HbKYANS  inquired  whether  that  was  the 
^^i^^sr> 
IrBIYLY  responded  in  the  affirmative. 
TlUfMiUlftn  being  put  upon  the  resolution,  it 
'sxiMgredin. 
lb,  flft&lVTON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
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Mr.  raCEARDSON.    If  the  gentleman  will 

to  know  whether,  if  the  House 

■«w|t^  first  business  in  order  in  the 

J  vtt^ttka  drawing  for  seats  under  the 

irttflmw  sttbejoitleman  from  New  Hamp- 

1%*MBUER.    The  Chair  thinks,  in  conse- 

oMflt  ti^  JSnitation,  that  the  time  will  have 

cnML 

Bnmti  KmauiB.    Then  let  us  proceed  now. 

k^  RICHARDSON.    If  that  is  true,  I  hope 

the  gmSmmn  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton] 

hts  motion,  that  we  may  execute 


Mti  flddSTON.  I  think  it  has  expired  quite 
at  mmikptfwpt  it  would  to-morrow. 

KXiJOiHfiS,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  mf  tottmijpin'  thnt  he  withdraw  his  motion  to 
a^qn.  tod  move  to  postpone  the  order  until  half 
|ut  tintve  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Ssve^HsMBxas:  ''An-eed!"  *< Agreed!'* 

Mr.  STANTON  withdrew  his  motion  to  ad- 


llr.  JOKCS  moved  that  the  order  for  drawing 
ior  amts  he  postponed  until  Ijalf-past  twelve 
o^lo^  to-morrow ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

041  malKUl  of  Mr.  JONES, 

Ha  House  thereupon  adjourned. 


9OTICE0  OF  BILLS. 

If  fcOBITBCHWELL:  A  bill  ^  amend  the  act  ap- 
?C|Scmber,  1860,  gnntiog  bounty  land  to  the 
sf  fte  dURtfeat  wan,  and  the  widows  and  minor 
I  ef  (be  aaie,  so  as  to  make  the  land  warrants  so 
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A  bOl  to  estabUsh  a  Mint  of  the  Uni- 

af  New  York. 

A  bill  ipantina  to  the  Stat^  of  Mich- 
tray  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for 
oTa  sMp  caaal  scound  the  Falls  of  St. 


>  A  MR  to  provide  fbr  the  eonstraction 
-  tte  Palls  of  the  Ohio  ilver. 


By  Mr.  MARSHALL  of  California :  A  bill  to  authorise 
and  direct  the  payment  of  certain  moneys  into  the  treasury 
of  the  State  of  Califomla,  vHiieh  were  collected  in  tiie 
ports  of  said  State,  as  a  revenue  upon  imports,  since  the 
ratiAoation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mjsxico,  and  prior  to  the  admis- 
sion of  said  State  into  the  Union. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  branch  Mint  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  California. 

Also,  a  hi  H  to  provide  for  the  location  and  construction 
of  a  central  national  railroad  from  the  Miraisrippi  river  to 
the  PaciOe  ocean. 

Also,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postai;e  on  newspapers, 
and  to  establisli  a  uniibrm  rate  of  postage  on  letters  through- 
oat  the  United  States. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establisb  a  line  of  ocean  mail  steamers 
from  san  Francisco,  in  California,  via  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  to  Shanghai,  in  China. 

Also,  a  bill  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  tuppras- 
sion  of  Indian  bontiUUes  in  California. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  fbr,  and  to  aid  in  die 
conitmctlon  of,  a  line  of  telegraph  firom  the  Mississippi 
river  to  tlie  Pacific  ocean. 

Also,  a  bill  to  create  a  Board  of  Commissioners  fbr  the 
settiement  of  claims  for  military  services  in  the  State  of 
Califttmia. 

Also,  a  bill  to  estatriish  a  navy-yard  and  naval  depOt  in 
California. 

Also,  a  bill  to  estabttsh  assay  offices  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States  at  Sacramento  City  and  Stockton,  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  survey  of  the  pnUie  lands 
in  Califhrnia,  the  granting  of  donation  privileges  tiierein, 
and  for  other  purposes.  ,  y ' " 

By  Mr.  DEAN :  A  bill  to  reduce  the  postage  on  nevi'SK 
papers  and  perodicals,  and  to  estaUisn  a  unifbrm  rate 
thereon. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS  of  Tennessee :  A  Joint  resolution  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  of  98th  September,  1650,  entitled  *<  An 
act  granting  boun^  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States." 

By  Mr.  OLDS  :  A  bill  extending  to  Louis  Kossuth  the 
privileges  of  citixen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

By  Mr.  PBASLEE  :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  autiioriting 


the  payment  of  interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  ^r. 
advances  made  foi  the  use  of  the  United  States  in  repelling 
invasions,  and  suppressing  insurrection  at  Indian  Stream 
in  said  State.'* 

Also,  a  bill  entitied  **  An  act  for  the  settiement  and  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for  the 
services  of  her  militia  and  fbr  disbursements  for  military 
purposes  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain." 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY  :  A  bill  to  grant  to  theTerritory  of  Mhi- 
nesota  certain  lands  fbr  the  constniction  of  a  railroad  from 
the  fklls  of  St.  Louis  river  o(  Lake  Superior  to  a  point  on 
the  Miraissippi  river. 

A  bin  to  provide  fortiie  construction  of,  and  oontinuatioa 
of,  certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  MUinesota. 

A  bill  to  provide  fbr  tiie  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  above  the  Falls  of  St  Anthony. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
land  district  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

MEMORIALS. 

ThKfUIowIng  memorials  were  presented  under  the  rule, 
and  re  wred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  STANTON  of  Kentucky:  The  memorial  of 
William  V.  Morris  of  Kentucky,  asking  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  him  his  portion  of  the 
prize  money  awarded  by  Congress  to  those  engaged  in  the 
expeditioi^against  the  enemy  on  Lake  Bourgne,  m  the  year 
1815. 

Also,  the  mem<Mriarof  William  H.  Scott,  fbr  indemnity  for 
loss  sustained  by  the  failure  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
give  him  a  mail  route  agreeably  to  contract. 

Alm,*tbe  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  R.  Rice,  praying 
payment  fbr  a  vessel  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  lost  while 
in  the  servioe. 


IN  SENATE. 
WBDKEtDAT,  December  3, 1851. 
The  Hon,  R.  F.  Stocktok,  of  New  Jersey,  ap- 
peared in  his  seat,  and  was  sworn. 

Mr.  SEWARD  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  the  petition  and  papers  of  Nancy  King, 
praying  for  compensation  for  the  services  of  her 
father,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

NOTICES. 

Mr.  MORTON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grantrog  the  right  of 
wayto  a  railroad  from  Pensacohi  Bay,  in  the  State 
of  Florida,  to  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, and  a  grant  ofi^huid  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  said  road. 

Mr.  QEYER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  right  of  way,  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  western 
limiu  of  that  State. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  ioint  resolution  relative  to  printing  the 
returns  of  the  Seventh  Census. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  making  1 
land  warrants  assignable. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  making  a  donation  of  a 
portion  of  the  pubuc  lands  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph's,  in  said  State*,  which  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr..  MORTON,  in  pursuance 'of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  the  right  ef  way  to  the  Florida,  Atlantic, 
and  GuLf  Central  Railroad  Company  through  the 
public  lands,  and  appropriating  lanos  to  the  State 
of  Florida  in  aid  or  the  construction  of  said  rail- 
road and  branches;  which  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

SECOND  READING  OF  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time, 
and,  until  the  appointment  of  committees,  were 
laid  upon  the  table: 

A  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  said  State; 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  unsold 
and  unappropriated  public  lands  remaining  in  said 
State. 

RECEPTION  AND  ENTERTAINMENT  OF  KOS- 
SUTH. 
The  following  joint  resolution  came  up  in  its 
order,  and  was  read  a  second  time: 

Joint  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  Louis  Kossuth,  Governor  of  Hongary,  in  the 
United  States. 
Be  it,  4*e*»  That  a  Joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 

Conicr^w,  to  consist  of members  of  the  Senate  and 

members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  appointed  by 
the  Presiding  Officers  of  the  respective  Houses  to  make  suit- 
able arrancements  fbr  the  reception  of  Louis  Kossnth,  Gov- 
ernor of  Hungary,  on  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  and 
to  communicate  to  him  assurances  of  the  profound  re^>ect 
entertained  for  him  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
to  tender  to  him,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  in  the  name 
of  tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  ttie  hospitalities  of  the 
Metropolis  of  the  Union.. 

The  resolution  beitig  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  address  the  Senate  at  length  upon  the  res- 
olution. I  have  already  stated  the  reasons  whi<^ 
induced  me  to  offer  it.  It  has  been  hiid  upon  the 
tables  of  "honorable  Senators  for  some  days .  They 
have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  examining  it. 
They^know  the  object  of  it.  .They  know  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it.  I  trust  we  shall 
have  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  resolution.  I  hope  that  no  delay  will  be  inter- 
posed here,  because  the  other  House  will  have  no 
opportunity  of  acting  upon  it  in  time  if  we  delay 
its  passage.  I  imderstand  that  Qovemor  Kossuth 
is  expected  in  New  York  to-day,  and  if  we  are  to 
receive  him  in  a  manner  which  is  supposed  to  be 
proper  by  the  Government  and  by  all  intelligent 
persons,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  with  whom 
I  have  conversed,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
at  once  to  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  the  one  before 
the  Senate. 

As  there  are  two  blanks  in  the  resolution ,  I  move 
to  fill  them  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  joint 
committee  to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  five  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Reference*  has  been  made 
in  the  message  of  the  President  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  last 
sesi^on  in  relation  to  Kossuth  and  his  companions. 
My  recoUection  of  the  terms  of  that  resolution 
may  be  wrong,  and  therefore  I  ask  that  it  may  be 
read. 

The  Sbcrbtart  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

A  Resolution  fbr  the  relief  of  Louis  Rossuth  and  bis  Asso- 
ciates, exiles  firom  Hungary. 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  United  States  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  the  Hungarian  exiles,  Rossuth  and  his  asso- 
ciates, and  fully  appreciate  the  magnanimous  conduct  of 
theTurkirii  Govenunent  in  receiving  and  treating  these 
noble  exiles  with  kindness  and  hospitality ;  and  if  it  be  the 
wish  of  these  exiles  to  emigrate  to  the  United  Sutes,  and 
the  will  of  the  Sultan  to  permit  them  to  leave  his  domin- 
ions: Therefore, 

Be  U  re$9l9ei  hy  the  Senate  and  Bmue  of  Refre$tnt- 
ativet  of  the  United  Statee  ofJhntriea  in  Cangrete  oMtem- 
bUdj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  be 
hereby  is  requested  to  authorize  the  employment  of  some 
one  of  die  public  vessels  which  may  now  be  cruising  in 
the  Mediterranean  to  receive  and  convey  to  the  United 
States  the  said  Louis  Rossuth  and  his  associates  in  cap- 
tivity. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  motion  to  fill  the  blanks  respectively  with  the 
figures  "3"  and"  5." 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Mr.  Pre«ident,  perhaps  it 
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would  be  aa.well  to  meet  the  question  at  once  upon 
the  proposition  to  fill  theseblanks.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared myself,  aa  a  repreaentatire  of  one  of  the 
Statea  of  this  Union,  to  adopt  this  resolution.  As 
an  individual,  aa  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I 
am  willing  to  show  to  Kossuth  that  respect  which 
my  jud^ent  and  my  fbcHngs  may  dictate;  but  in 
my  obpacity  as  a  Senator  1  cannot  consent  to  what 
it  here  proposed.  I  know  of  no  precedent  ni  the 
history  of  our  legislation  which  would  justify  the 
adoptton  of  this  resohitton.  I  have  never  known 
Buch  marked  distinction  shown  to  any  distinguished 
citizen  of  our  own  country,  whether  a  military  man 
br  a  civilian.  I  see  nothing  in  the  character  of  this 
distinguished  individual  which  should  make  the 
GK>vernment  of  the  United  States  get  uj>  a  great 
pageant  <m  his  account,  and  distinguish  him  from 
4U  other  men  who  have  ever  lived.  Has  he  ever 
been  coonected  with  our  institutions?  Has  he 
ever  rendered  any  particular  service  to  this  country 
U>  entitle  him  to  this  mark  of  distinction }  Not  at 
all.  It  is  true  he  is  a  great  man,  but  he  is  not 
^eater  than  many  men  who  now  live,  and  who 
Save  jived.  His  position  is  such  as  to  call  into 
etercise  our  sympathies  for  him  and  his  associates 
as  men.  That  sympathy  this  Government  has 
already  shown  to  an  extent  almost  unparalleled  by 
sendinj;  one  of  the  national  vessels  to  receive  him 
and  his  associates,  if  they  ^eere  willing  to  come 
to  this  country.  Have  we  not  done  enough  to 
show  our  sympathies  and  our  good  feelings .'  I 
think  we  have.  Against  the  man*s  character  and 
course  I  utter  not  a  word.  The  American  heart  is 
open  for  his  reception.  It  is  the  people  who  will 
receive  him.  It  is  the  people  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment that  ou^t  to  receive  him.  Lafayette,  when 
he  came  to  this  country,  was  received  m  a  manner 
which  was  justifiable  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  day,  because  he  was  connected  with 
(he  Revolution  which  gave  us  the  liberties  which 
we  enjoy. 

But,  air,  I  did  aot  intend  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion. I  do  not,  however,  wish  the  Senate  or  the 
country  to  understand  that  my  sympathies  towards 
Kossuth  are  not  aa  strong  as  the  sympathies  of  the 
Senator  iVom  Mississippi.  I  only  object  to  the 
jnamier  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  receive  him. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Cteor^a,  that  he  withdraw  all  opposition  to 
this  resolution  in  its  present  sta&;e,  and  let  it  be 
amended  to  suit  its  iriends;  as  I  believe  the  most 
usual  course  is  to  allow  the  friends  of  a  measure 
first  to  perfect  it  before  a  discussion  ensues  on  its 
merits.  Ailer  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  shall  have  oeen  adopted 
or  rejected,  I  have  an  amendment  which  I  propose 
to  oflsr,  and  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate,  and  which  may  possibly  make 
the  resolution  more  acceptable  to  the  Senator  from 
Greorgta.  My  amendment  will  be  to  add  at  the 
close  of  the  resolution  these  words: 

^  And  also  to  aMure  him  and  his  aiitociates  in  exile  of 
rtie  tympathy  of  fbe  Confress  and  people  of  the  United 
State?  with  th«  victime  of  opprea»ion  everywhere,  and  that 
their  earnest  desire  it  that  the  time  may  Hpeedify  arrive 
when  the  rights  of  aian  shall  be  nnivcrMdly  reco^^xed  mid 
respected  by  every  people  and  Govemmeot  of  the  world." 

If  this  be  added  to  the  resolution,  I  think  it  will 
obviate  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Geoi^ia; 
becatisethen,  instead  of  being  personal  to  Kos- 
suth, it  would  apply  to  the  victims  of  oppression 
everywhere,  without  any  distinction. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mi«8issip|M.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt at  the  present  time  to  discuss  this  resolution 
at  lai-s^e;  but  1  feel  bound  to  express  the  deep  grief 
and  the  profbtwd  surprise  which  I  must  necessa- 
rily feel  at  such  opposition  arising  in  such  a  quar- 
ter. The  Senator  from  Georgia  says  that  such 
honors  as  are  proposed  to  be  rendered  by  this  reso- 
Iiition  have  never  been  heretofore  rendered  to  any 
distinguished  foreigner,  excepting  La&yette.  That 
is  probably  true;  but  whether  true  or  not,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  the  utmost  unimportance. 
The  gentleman  says,  by  way  of  assigning  a  rea- 
son for  his  course  on  this  occasion,  that  he  sees 
nothing  that  distinguishes  this  individual  from 
many  other  illustrious  persons  connected  with  the 
affairs  of  nations.  In  that  respect  I  difi*er  from 
him  very  much,  and  I  have  the  very  signal  advan- 
tage of  being  sustained  by  the  united  public  senti- 
ment of  the  civilized  world. 

I  did  not  exDect  that  any  intelligent  member  of 
thia  body  would  undertake  to  say,  in  view  of  the 
striking  facts  now  presented  in  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  worid — in  view  of  that  universal  outbreak 


of  sympathy,  of  respect,  of  profound  admiration, 
and  deep  gratitude  almost  universally  presented 
throughout  Christendom  towards  this  inaividual-^ 
that  he  could  see  no  difl*erence  between  him  and 
many  others.  There  has  been  but  one  Washington, 
and  Aere  is  buLone  KotsuTa.  And  so  the  whole 
civilized  world  determines.  Is  the  gentleman  fa- 
miliar— he  ought  to  be — ^he  doubdess  must  be — 
with  the  illostriotks  history  of  this  distinguished 
person  in  his  own  country  ?  Does  he  know  that  he 
IS  equally  distin^ished  m  war  as  in  peace — dis- 
tinguisea  in  legislation,  distinguished  in  the  per- 
formance of  hiffh  executive  functions  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
to  name  the  battle  in  which  he  was  ever  distin- 
guished.        

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  gentleman  will  take  his 
time  T  might,  in  due  season,  give  a  biographical 
sketch  of  Kossuth  for  his  benefit.  But  there  has 
been  a  book  published  recently  which  he  can  pur- 
chase at  a  small  price,  and  which  will  give  nim 
full  information  on  the  subject.  While!  should 
be  wilHng  to  instruct  that  gentleman,  and  all  other 
members  of  the  Senate,  according  to  my  ability, 
if  I  had  leisure,  and  to  accompany  the  bestowal  of 
this  instruction  with  the  pronunciation  of  a  weU- 
^nown  couplet,  which  runs  thus: 

*'  Delij^tf^d  task,  to  rear  the  tender  thought. 
And  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoor' — 

on  the  subject  of  human  freedom;  yet  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  present  opportunity  the  best  one  which 
could  be  desired,  either  for  the  bestowal  of  in- 
struction, or  the  reception  of  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  historic  point  in  Question. 

I  was  proceeding  to  say,  t£at  the  Senator  from 
Geoi^a  was  bound  to  know  that  Governor  Kos- 
suth was  distinguished  in  war;  distinguished  in 
peace;  distinguished  as  a  public  sfi^aker,  perhaps 
above  all  others  now  living;  distinguished  as  a 
profound  statesman ;  distinguished  also  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  his  country;  dis- 
tinguished for  his  noble  disinterestedness  evinced 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  a  varied  public  ca- 
reer; distinguished  for  his  thorough  devotion  to 
civil  and  religious  liberty;  distinguished  for  the 
extraordinary  sacrifices  he  has  made  in  the  cause 
of  human  freedom;  distinguished  for  the  noble 
stand  he  has  taken  for  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
trymen against  the  tyrannical  Government  of  Aus- 
tria, aided  and  sustained  by  the  still  more  tyran- 
nical and  unprincipled  Government  of  the  Czar  of 
Russia. 

-Sir,  this  man  has  performed  acts,  he  is  the 
author  of  achievements  that  must  hand  him  down 
to  future  ages  as  the  vmn  ^  the  present  age^— more 
illustrious  in  all  respects,  in  my  judgment,  than 
any  other  man  that  the  present  eeneration  has 
product  in  any  quarter  of  the  world.    Of  a  pure 
and  unblemished  character,  amiable  in  disposition; 
a  stem,  unbending  republican,  thoueh  utterly 
opposed  to  the  accursed  doctrines  of  socialism; 
possessed  of  a  moral  courage  which  enabled  him 
to  declare,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  monarchical 
people,  his  unqualified  respect  and  admiration  for 
republican  institutions, — such  is  KotscTH.    We 
have  invited  him  hither.    Why?    Because  we 
understood  his  merits;    because  we  appreciated 
his  sufferings;    because  we   sympathized  thor- 
oughly with  him,  as  an  illustrious  public  charac- 
ter; because  we  knew  (hat  the  American  pw>ple 
sympathized  with  him  most  profoundly.     What 
we  did  at  the  lust  session  on  tnis  subject  has  been 
approved  of  by  our  constituents.    I  do  not  believe 
tnat  there  has  been  the  least  censure  bestowed 
upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  of  the  last  session,  in  any 
quarter  of  this  broad  Republic.  Having  had  some 
hand  in  the  passage  of  that  resolution — ^having  in 
fact  brought  it  forward  here  for  adoption,  I  have 
feh  a  natural  inclination  to  scrutinize  the  state  of 
public  feeling  in  reference  to  it;  and  I  feel  author- 
ized to  declare,  that  I  have  not  vet  heard  the  lan- 
guac^e  of  condemnation  applied  to  us  anywhere, 
or  by  any  person  whatsoever.    What  now  do  we 
propose  to  do  ?  Having  invited  Governor  Kossuth 
to  this  country — having,  by  our  kind  offices,  ac- 
complished the  dey  veranee  of  this  illustrious  indi- 
vidual and  his  associates  from  captivity — ^having 
secured  to  him  and  to  them  the  means  of  coming  to 
this  country,  where,  if  he  chooses  to  remain  he 
can  permanently  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civil  and 
religious  fVeedom; — having  thus   established  in 
belulf 'of  this  glorious  Republic,  by  our  interposi- 
tion in  this  case  of  unmerited  svfiferingt  the  ad- 


mimtion  and  respect  of  ^e  whole  civilized  worid, 
we  find  him  now  readr  to  land  QPOB  our  shores, 
as  the  i$mited  puM  ofmejnaHon.  The  Administra- 
tion at  Washineton — ( the  President)— reooUeeting 
that  it  was  at  ue  instance  of  Congress  that  one 
of  our  ships  of  war  was  sent  forth  to  biin^  Koe* 
soth  and  liis  assodatcs  to  this  country  as  the 
gueet  of  the  Republic,  beip^  unwilling  to  exhibit 
even  the  appearance  of  desiring  to  monopolize  the 
g^lorjr  apoertaining  to  this  impo«»  tnnmctipn, 
m  his  solemn  aftnuai  message,  read  m  our  heanng 
yesterday,  invites,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  interesting  eubject^ 
and  recommends,  in  strong  and  smphatie  Ian* 
guage,  the  adoption  of  some  suitable  plan  for  the 
exercise  of  such  hospitalities  as  he  judges  to  be 
proper  on  this  occasion.  In  other  words,  be  calls 
upon  us  to  accord  an  ^pmpriate  reception  to  the 
noble  personage  whom  we  haved^beratelr  invited 
to  come  within  our  borders.  I  have  already  stated 
that  I  have  not  intruded  this  resolution  upon  the 
Senate  without  due  consuUatioa;  indeea,  from 
certain  personal  considerations,  I  sbouhl  rather 
have  desired  some  other  gentleman  to  have  moved 
in  the  matter,  had  not  the  worthy  Secretcury  of 
State  (Mr.  Webster)  some  days  aco  called  my 
attention  specially  to  the  subject,  innmniDg  me  in 
advance  wnat  would  be  the  reeommend^ion  of 
the  President  in  regard  to  the  point  under  con- 
sideration, and  desiring  me,  as  the  mover  of  the 
original  resolution  of  the  last  session,  to  offer  to 
the  Senate  ^resolution  substantially  correspond iog 
to  the  one  now  under  consideration.  It  is  under 
such  promptings  from  a  high  Whig  sonrce,  that  a 
Democrat;  inflexibly  devoted^to  the  principles  of 
his  party,  conceived  it  proper  that  he  sfaoidd,  to 
some  extent,  rise  above  mere  party  eonsiden- 
tions,  and  codpemte  wHh  the  Administration  of 
the  country  for  the  time  being  in  this  generous 
undertaking. 

I  must  say  that  I  am  surprised  that,  tinder  the 
circumstances  mentioned,  gentlemen  who  are  tbe 
peculiar  friends,  avqwedly,of  this  same  Admisis- 
txation,  should  rise  up  and  present  the  stem  and 
unbending  opposition  which  it  has  been  my  ftte 
to  experience,  to  a  simple  and  unavoidable  act  oC 
national  courtesy.    Yet  I  am  not  so  mvch  sur- 
prised as  t  mififht  have  been  a  few  days  ago,  had 
the  same  development  b^n  then  uHMie;  for  I  dis- 
cover in  certain  quarters  that  hints  have  been  al- 
ready given,  that  it  would  be  a  dangerous  thing 
for  Kossuth  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  this  country 
and  deliver  such  bold  and  soul-stirring  harangues 
in  favor  of  the  great  principles  of  which  he  is  ths 
champion,  from  the  fear  that  his  eloquence  might 
have  me  edSect  of  unduly  liberalizing  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  America,  and  mieht  impart  a  stiO 
more  republican  cast  to  the  minus  of  the  thinking 
millions  of  this  country.     I  know  very  well  that 
political  bigotry  in  several  noted  quarters  has  al- 
ready undertaken  to  sneer  at  all  attempts  even  to 
do  simple  justice  to  the  character  of  this  distis- 
guishea  num.    I  know  that  base  and  unprindpfcd 
calumniators,  (who  will,  1  trust,  be  very  soon  «x- 
posed  to  the  unmitigated  indignation  and  scora  of 
the  civilized  world,)  in  advance  of  the  landing  of 
Governor  Kossuth  upon  our  shores,  have  under- 
taken to  caliminiate  him  seriouely  in  rs^ard  to  cer- 
tain delicate  circumstances  connected  with  hisleav-, 
ing  the  steamer  Mississippi  at  Gibraltar.     I  have 
looked  into  the  charges  wnich  have  been  brought, 
and  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  them,  and 
I  thank  God  that  I  have  seen  already,  in  advance 
of  his  coming  into  our  midst,  a  triumphant  vindi- 
cation of  al\  these  heartless  allegatious.    I  beg 
leave  to  declare  here,  that  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  to  poison  the  public  n}ind  of  America 
towards  this  excellent  personage— ^o  instil  undue 
prejudice  into  the  minds  of  the  enlightened  people 
of  this  country  in  regard  to  this  illustrious  victim 
of  oppression— is,  in  my  judgment,  altogether  the 
most  disgraceful  act  of  ihe  kind  that  has  yet 
marked  our  annals  as  a  nation.    When.  I  first  saw 
the  insidious  and  fiendish  epistle  which  was  sent 
across  the  briny  deep  for  the  purpose  of  awnken- 
in§;  prejudice  in  the  American  mind  in  regard  to 
this  long-suffering  patriot  and  true  republican,  I 
was  full  of  grief,  of  disgust,  and  of  indignation; 
and  I  rejoice  that  this  opportunity  has  been  unex- 
pectedly afforded  to  me  of  pouring  fbrth  the  deep, 
and,  I  might  almost  say , inexpressible  indignation 
which  I  feel  at  tbe  concerted,  cold-bbodedT  injus- 
tice done  to  this  noble  personsg^  by  the  corrupt 
and  mercenary  scribblers  of  faction .    I  had  h<^>ed , 
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mft  th^i  in  the  AnMrwaw  Seoato— a  bo4)r  hfreto-  { 
fti»  motiad  for  ite  coarte^,  ra^pecbed  for  its  liber- 
fl|k^»uMi  which  waa  once  distiQgu}Bhed  abovt  all 
«glir  l»8laUre  aasembliea  in  the  world  for  iu 
tne andiBflexible devotion  to  the  g^reot  prinoipleB 
dtcrril  «iui  relifioua  Ubartjr — no  such  ungenif  oua 
'don  would  hava  been  preaented  aa  that 
ii  haa  been  &te4  to  encounter;  which  oppo- 
I  nuiat  aay,  derivea  all  ita  importance  rrom 
L  that  it  baa  originated  in  a  quarter  »f  Un- 
ocal rtapectabiliMr. 

»  tiiejgentleman  from  Georgia  aeema  to  over- 

the  facts  that  thare  ia  a  great  atru^le  goinff 

VKaltliia  moment  in  all  oartafS' the  c^viii^  world 

sen  the  principles  of  freedom  and  the  prinei- 

of  alavery.    The  tyranlB  of  the  earth  have 

1  for  the  overthrow  of  liberty.    In  aome 

open^tempta  are  made  to  break  down 

and  religioua  freedom.    In  othera,  the 

ten^loyed  oy  the  enemiea  of  freedom  are 

i^^iqgujsed  and  inaidioua,  but  not  at  all  less 

.  At  such  a  moment  does  it  behoove  the 

pe<mie  to  join  the  side  of  despotism^  or 

by  the  cause  of  freedom?    We  must  do 

the  other.    We  cannot  avoid  the  solemn 

rre  presented.    Those  who  are  not  for  us 

met  ua.    Those  who  are  not  for  freedom 

Ibi^elaTery. 

||r..HAJLE.    Exactly. 

POOTB.  The  eentleman  says  *rexacay," 
^  deal  with  him  very  exactly^  presently.  I 
ii^  such  language  aa  I  deam  suited  to  the 
ef  etatesmen.  I  am  employing  auch  phrase- 
haa  received  an  acceptation  perfectly  an- 
amongst  r^  statesmen — among  men  of 
elevation  of  character—- who  are  capable 
ng  elsewhere  than  in  the  impure  atmos- 
^kmm  of  fiction;  who  are  something  more  than 
vm  «xcuhed  demagogues  of  the  hour;  who  are 
^lis^  whea  a  ^reai  question  like  this  is  under  con- 
■daniiaB,  to  elevate  themselves  somewhat  abova 
ihrUunM  of  an  luureesoaing  fanaticism.  I  say, 
mtit  X  am  using  language  which,  amon^  auch 
m^m^^liia  statj^smen,  the  true  phihmthropists,  the 
^ij^pttnad philosophers  of  the  world — ^ia  perfectly 
VMnlmaed  and  appreciated.  Yet,  my  simple 
^pMMm  Aot  to  be  comprehended  in  a  certain 
i  am  asaerting  auch  viewa  as  have  oon- 
m  miaundfratood  in  the  aame  quarter 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  holding  a  seat 
hoir,  and  I  trust  that  the  apparently 
mdue  hlindneaa  which  haa  constantly 
diaconrae of  oertain  inflated  demego^ea 
I  firid  easily  apecify— (not  here,  of  course, 
not  be  here,  certainly) — ^will  con- 
■lihfd.  mitil  Jehovah  nimadf  shall 
ftaai  iha  fitting  time  has  come  ibr  pour- 
A_._»  1^^  ^^  deli^  of  fiery  indig- 

maaifbld  offences  are  calling 

_  of  a  niecial  character  to  say  in 
,  ^  Ihe  gpatiaaaan  a  amendment  at  present. 
BOW  be  seasonable  to  speak  or  it  upon' 
Every  one  underetands  why  that 
has  been  simested;  and  iC  it  shall  be 
r  hioqrht  forward  in  a  regular  and  formal 
^  ,  _  ^,  I^  wiu  undertake  to  vogxoav  the  motives 
m  liqAal  has  onsinated.  I  shaD  expresa  the 
MHlvhaeh  I  feel  that  every  attempt  which  we 
wBmhm9  lo  do  our  duty  aa  Senatora  is  either 
mgtIU  er  coanieracted  hy  persons  who,  with  the 
mtftM^t-A^wn  professions  of  philanthropy  and 
CMtffsiedneas  ever  upon  their  lips,  are  never  so 
WmaMtMftail  vith  themselves  as  when  they  acquire 
am^^osftcmptflile  notoriety  by  the  perpetration 
9im$»  wfcich  Sook  alone  to  the  production  of  some 
mhI  wumAne£^  either  temporary  or  permanent, 
mi^wAifch  mav  perchance  serve  to  caU  into  re- 
letipa  taoae  elements  of  domestic  excite- 
■nd  discoid,  which  I  muft  auppose  every 
jfi  the  land  lu^>ed  might  terminate  for- 


Sgp  I  viah  to  make  one  mora  remark  before  I 
ttt.    The  eminent  personaAfe  whose 
cnr  regp^d  and  sjrmpathy  I  have  en- 
^  to  make  atanifeat,  has  commended  him- 
mlC  mjpeyiaBy  to  my  renrd  by  the  delicate  and 
"      Mt  fifffaearance  whidb  be  nu  elsewhere  exer- 
injKvmdiag  aE  indecent  interference  with  the 
^  matdutioaa  of  other  countries  than  hia 
^ymal^t  is  monarchical  £n|;bind,  he  did  not 
kflilpa»loatow  hsa  decided  partiahty  for  republi- 
limHoosj  ytt  no  one  can  accuae  him  of 
;«t«iMd  A{Rm  any  bccaaioii  which  waa  in 


the  least  degiee  calculated  to  awaken  popular  dia^ 
ooBtent  or  to  foment  civil  discord;  and  1  venture 
to  predict^  sir,  that  if  th?  vicious  and  contriving 
fikctionista  who  have  so  fiercdy  stru^led  for  sev- 
eral years  past  to  disturb  the  domestic  cjuiet  of  the 
Republic  should  attempt  to  enlist  him  in  their  un- 
holy designs,  they  will  incur  such  a  withering 
rebuke  from  his  lips  as  will  make  them  wish,  for  a 
moment  at  least,  that  the  Almighty  in  his  provi- 
dence had  never  permitted  such  miscreants  to  pol- 
lute the  pure  air  of  heaven  with  their  pestilential 
breath. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  did  not  expect  that  the  brief 
notice  which  I  gave  of  the  amendment  which « I 
propose  to  oiTerto  this  resolution,  would  call  forth 
exactly  the  course  of  remark  to  which  it  has  been 
subjected;  and  still  less  did  I  conceive  that  it 
was  to  lay  up  in  store  such  a  further  casUgation 
as  is  threatened  when  the  honofable  Senator  from 
Mississippi  shall  disclose  the  motives  of  the  mover 
of  the  amendment.  I  had  aupposed  that  it  waa 
in  order  for  a  man  to  declare  his  own  motives, 
because  he  was  supposed  to  be  advised  what  they 
were;  but  when  he  goen  further  than  that,  and  un- 
dertakes to  disclose  the  motives  of  other  persons, 
if  he  does  not  tranagress  the  rules  of  good  taste 
and  Christiaa  charity,  he  does  tranagress  those  of 
the  Senate;  and  it  is  not  competent  for  him  within 
Uie  rules  of  the  Senate  to  undertake  to  assign  to 
a  Senator  motives  different  from  those  which  he 
himself  proclaims,  and  which  appear  upon  the  face 
of  the  proposition  which  he  makes.  Whenever 
the  Senator  shall  undertake  to  enter  into  the  mo- 
tives which  have  impelled  me  to  action,  I  will 
endeavor  to  meet  him  either  by  argument  or  by 
calling  him  to  order. 

I  have  but  a  word  to  say  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator. He  savs  there  are  some  minds,  '*  not  here, 
of  course,**  tnat  ii,  I  suppose,  not  in  his  seat,  that 
cannot  undei'stand  language  aa  statesmen  use  it. 
Why  oamiot  (hevf  Now,  if  there  ever  was  a 
man  that  deliverea  illustrated  lectures,  and  demon- 
strated the  truth  of  his  propositions  as  he  went 
along,  it  was  that  honorable  Senator.  What  m 
thia  amendment?  Why,  that  we  shall  assure  to 
this  illustrious  man»  as  dear  to  my  afiections  as 
to  his— «dear  to  my  affections  for  the  principles 
which  he  has  advocated,  and  for  the  maintenance 
and  advocacy  of  which  he  is  now  an  exile---that 
we  shall  assure  him  and  his  associates  in  exile  of 
the  sympathy  <^  the  Congress  and  the  people  of 
the  tJuit^  otatea  not  omy  with  them  but  with 
the  viotima  of  oppression  everywhere.  This,  sir, 
is  evidence  that  aomebody  does  ndt  understand 
the  English  language  as  stateemen  use  it.  We 
sympathize  with  the  victims  of  oppression  every- 
where, and  that  ia  evidence  that  there  is  a  faction 
in  the  country  that  wants  to  arouse  those  sec- 
tional feelings  which  have  been  so -happily  buried. 
What  more  is  there  that  shows  a  want  of  appre- 
henaion  and  comprehension,  and  understanding  of 
statesman-like  language?  Why,  that  it  is  our 
earn^pt  desire  that  the  time  may  speedily  come 
when  the  righta  of  roatn  shall  be  universally  recog- 
nized and  respected  by  every  people  and  govern- 
ment of  the  world.  Is  there  any  mtimation  there 
that^the  honorable  Senatof  means  to  find  fault 
with  ?  Does  he  mean  to  intimate  that  in  this  land 
there  is  a  place  where  the  rights  of  man  are  not 
respected  and  recognized  ?  If  he  does,  he  utters  a 
fouW  slander  upon  the  country  and  upon  some  of 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy,  than  I  would  allow 
myself  to  utter  in  this  place.  It  seen»  to  me  that 
he  is  wanting  in  an  apprehension  and  comprehen- 
sion of  the  fair  meanii^:  of  language  when  he  sees 
anything  sinister  or  covert  io  Uiat.  What  is  the 
color  of  these  words?  What  is  the  complexion? 
What  is  tl)e  odor  of  them  that  has  waked  up  such 
a  tornado  in  tlie  Senator's  breast,  and  stirred  up 
such  a  magazine  of  wrath  as  is  to  be  poured  out 
on  the  mouves  I  had  in  suggesting  this  poor  amend- 
ment? 

The  honorable  Senator  accuses  me  of  putting 
myself  forward  to  seek  notoriety.  Ko,  sir,  I  have 
only  attempted  in  an  humble  wa^  to  be  bobtail  to 
the  kite  he  has  set  flying.  That  is  all.  As  to  this 
little  amendment  to  tae  resolution  which  he  has  in- 
troduced, I  can  assure  him  that  there  is  nothing 
sinister,  nothing  covert^  nothing  agitating  or  in- 
tended for  agitation  in  U.  I  had  hoped  that  agi- 
tation ¥ras  dead,  and  that  the  agitators  would  be 
stilled.  I  had  hoped  that  this  subject  of  sl&yery 
was,  as  we  have  been  told  so  many  times,  quietly 
and  peaceably  settled^that  the  WiUnot  proviso 


waa  dead,  and  that  thoae  few  who  have  stood  here» 
who  used  to  advocate  it,  were  only  the  tomb- 
stones to  point  out  where  it  was  buried.  But 
when  I  came  into  the  Senate  this  morning,  I  found 
upon  my  table  a  resolution  which  the  public  jour- 
nals tell  us  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  gave  no* 
tice  that  he  should  ofier.  That  resolution,  which 
is  to  be  introduced  at  a  future  day,  is  one  declar- 
ing that  the  measures  of  adjustment,  so  called — 
naming  them  every  one,  one  after  another,  Hfi- 
ofim-^areto  be  considered  ixa  aflihal  and  definitive 
settlement  of  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
system  of  domestic  slavery.  That  brings  up  the 
whole  subject  again.  It  brings  up  all  tlu)se  acts, 
the  fugitive  slave  law  included.  It  opens  the 
whole  door  of  discussion,  and  introduces  all  these 
agitating  questions  which  we  had  all  hoped  were 
so  quietly  buried  long  ago.  Now,  let  no  gentle- 
man retort  upon  me  that  I  am  in  favor  of  agi- 
tation. I  used  to  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  I  got 
sick  of  it,  and  I  am  still  sicker  of  it  when  I  see 
the  gentlemen  who  have  been  so  long  declaiming 
against  it  are  the  very  gentlemen  to  introduce 
these  matters  to  the  Senate.  I  am  tired  of  agita- 
tion here,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  pan 
be  produced  here — not  the  least,  I  had  hoped 
that  here  the  whole  subject  was  quieted.  But 
what  does  it  mean?  Is  there  a  monopoly  of  sym- 
pathy and  admiration  for  the  distinguislied  patriots 
of  the  Old  World  ?  Cannot  those  of  us  who  are 
so  unfortunate  as  to  live  in  Nortliern  climes  under 
the  influence  of  the  cold  winds  and  the  freezing 
atmoaphere  of  our  Northern  latitude— if  our  hearta 
do  sometimes  get  warm  and  melted  by  the  glow 
of  enthusiasm  and  sympathy,  that  ia  waked  up 
and  roused  by  the  manly,  noble,  generous,  self- 
sacrificing  patriota  of  other  lands — in  Heaven's 
name,  if  the  blood  begins  to<flow  in  our  cold 
hearts,  can  we  not  speak  ?  Muat  we  atill  the 
throbbing  pulses  of  humanity,  and  sufl'er  gentle- 
men from  another  latitude  to  monopolize  all  the 
sympathy,  and  all  the  admiration, and  all  the  zeal 
that  is  to  be  displayed  for  great  deeds  of  great 
men  in  behalf  of  great  causes  ? 

The  honorable  Senatol'  says  that  the  despots  of 
the  world  are  linked  togetlier,  and  that  there  is  a 
conflict  between  liberty  and  slavery.  Well,  I  wont, 
according  to  m  v  poor  understanding  of  the  terms, 
to  enroll  myselr  under  the  banners  of  those  who  are 
fighting  the  battles  of  liberty.  I  do  not  want  to 
be  found  amid  the  hosts  of  those  tliat  are  sustain- 
inp^  the  cause  of  slavery,  and  driving  tlie  Kossuths 
oithe  Old  World  to  seek  refuge  here.  And  may  I 
not,  although  1  am  not  gifted  with  such  keen  per- 
ceptions, such  flowing  thoughts,  and  such  elo- 
quent diction  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mitt- 
sissippi,  in  n^y  own  poor  way  speak  what  I  feel 
movmgin  my  own  heart,  without  subjecting  myself 
to  such  a  reproach? 

Sir,  I  do  not  want  to  be  a  leader.  I  do  not  want 
to  go  ahead.  I  am  content  to  follow.  Two  years 
ago,  when  an  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan, 
BOW  in  my  eye,  [Mr.  Cass,]  gave  utterance  to 
some  sentiments  which  I  thought  did  honor  to 
him,  honor  to  the  age,  and  honor  to  the  Senate, 
on  a  proposition  to  suspend  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  Austria  on  account  of  the  course  which  she 
pursued,  I  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  put 
Russia  into  the  same  category.  I  took  occasion  at 
that  time  to  be  not  a  leader  but  a  follower  of  the 
great  and  distinguished  men  of  the  Senate  who 
had  taken  the  1^  in  giving  direction  to  public 
sentiment  and  expressing  the  sympathies  oi  Con- 
gress and  of  the  people  with  the  victima  of  op- 
pression that  were  seeking  our  sliores  for  an  asylum 
for  protection.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  man  who 
can  find  fault  with  this  expression— with  an  ex- 
pression of  sympathy  with  the  victims  of  oppres- 
sion the  world  over — a  man  that  can  fina  fault 
with  the  utterance  of  a  prayer  that  that  day  may 
arrive  which  the  prophets  of  old  have  predictea 
shall  be  the  day  when  the  principles  of  humanity 
and  Christianity  shall  influence  all  nations  and  all 
people, — the  man  that  can  find  fault  with  the  ex- 
pression of  such  a  s^timent,  must  poorly  under* 
stand  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  the  principles 
of  humanity,  or  those  which  should  guide  enlight- 
ened and  humane  statesmen. 

If  there  is  anything  that  is  exceptionable  and 
objectionable  in  the  amendment  which  I  have  sujt- 

Sested,  it  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  paper;  and  I 
eny  the  right  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  or 
anybody  else,  to  look  beyond  Oie  paper— to  look 
beyotid  what  appears  patent  upon  its  face  and 
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manifest  in  its  plain  declarations,  to  seek  for  hid- 
den motires  of  action  which  he  may  choose  to 
denominate  as  corrupt  and  improper,  as  tending 
to  secure  illicit  ends  by  illicit  means.  I  am  ready, 
for  one,  to  say  that  I  entertain  the  fullest  sympa- 
thy with  Kossu^.  I  entertain  the  highest  respect 
for  him.  Let  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi pour  forth  his  eloquence,  and  speak  as  never 
man  spake  in  behalf  of  the  illustrious  stranger  to 
whom  he  proposes  to  do  honor;  let  him  put  it 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  because  he  has  been  true 
in  Hungary,  true  in  England,  and  I  trust  in  God 
will  be  true  here,  to  the  maintenance  of  those  prin- 
ciples for  the  maintaining  of  which  he  is  an  exile. 
Tne  Senator  cannot  go  beyond  m^.  I  feel  it  all. 
I  sympathize  with  it  all,  and  I  want  to  turn  it  into 
no  narrow  or  sectional  current.  1  want  it  to  do 
what  the  honorable  Senator  says  some  narrow- 
minded  men  are  afraid  that  it  will  do — liberalize 
the  minds  of  many  of  the  multitude,  and  in- 
fuse Democratic  sentiments  into  the  hearts  of  the 
great  masses  of  the  people.  That  is  the  very  ob- 
ject I  propose.  That  is  what  I  want.  I  wish 
Kossuth  to  coipe  here,  in  his  very  person,  a  living 
reproach  to  despotism  of  whatever  name  and 
wherever  it  may  be.  I  want  him  to  go  about 
among  the  people  of  the  land,  the  living  advocate 
of  the  rights  of  man,  so  that  everybody,  where- 
ever  he  may  be,  who  feels  in  his  own  breast  that 
he  is  guilty  of  any  invasion  or  infraction  of  these 
rights,  when  he  looks  into  the  face  of  Kossuth 
may  see  there  the  lineaments  that  speak  out  re- 
proach. That  is  the  reason  why  I  honor  him ,  and 
that  is  the  reason -why  I  wish  him  to  come  here. 

There  are  other  victims  of  oppression.  There 
are  the  victims  of  English  oppression.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  been  moving  lately  to  get 
the  kind  offices  of  this  Government  to  interfere  in 
behalf  of  O'Brien,  Mitchell,  and  their  associates. 
I  want  this  resolution  to  reach  them.  I  want 
to  let  it  go  just  exactly  as  far  as  the  history  of 
the  Unitai  States  goes.  I  want  it  to  go,  as  was 
eloquently  said  by  a  distinguished  orator  of 
this  country  to  Lafayet^  when  he  was  here, 
speaking  to  him  of  the  voice  of  Washington 
that  was  raised  in  his  behalf,  that  that  voice  of 
sympathy  could  reach  him  even  in  the  dungeons 
of  Austria.  Well,  if  there  are  victims  of  oppres- 
sion in  the  dungeons  of  Austria,  or  of  "any  other 
Government  on  earth,  I  want  this  expression  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  people  to  be  broad 
enough  to  reach  them.  I  want  Kossuth,  and 
Mitchell,  and  O'Brien,  and  everybody  else  that  is 
suffering  in  the  great  cause  of  human  riglUs  and 
human  liberty,  to  feel  that  here,  without  division 
and  without  partiality,  there  is  the  entertainment 
of  an  honest  and  earnest  and  zealous  respect  for 
the  course  they  have  pursued. 

^  It  is  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
sir,  who  has  undertaken  to  sectionaUze,  and  local- 
ize, and  give  a  narrow  meaning  to  words  which, 
in  their  fair  import,  admit  of  no  such  meaning.  It 
is  he,  if  anybody,  that  has  a  mind  so  diseased 
upon  this  subject,  so  gangrened  with  particular 
local  applications  of  a  great  principle,  that  he  can- 
not view  it  in  the  light  of  a  statesman,  philanthro- 
£ist,  and  Christian.  If  he  has  any  such,  let  him 
ly  them  all  aside.  Let  him  be  assured  that  in  this 
work  at  least  he  shall  have  the  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  all  those  who  love  libierty,  and  re^ 
spect  and  venerate  its  advocates,  irrespective  of  all 
extraneous  considerations  and  conditions.  These 
are  the  motives  which  I  have.  These  are  the  mo- 
tives which  I  entertain,  and  which  have  impelled 
me  to  suggest  the  amendment  which  I  propose  to 
offer.  These  are  the  motives  which  i  stand  by; 
and  I  deny  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, or  to  anybody  else,  the  right  to  impute  to 
me  any  other  motives  than  these.  If  these  mo- 
tives which  I  have  disclosed  are  such  as  are  un- 
worthy the  occasion,  unworthy  of  the  place,  or 
unworthy  of  the  time,  so  be  it.  But  they  are  the 
motives  which  have  impelled  me,  and  which  I 
hope  will  be  convincing  with  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  so  as  to  get  their  consent  to  modify  the 
resolution.  I  hope  that  if  it  is  so  modified  we 
shall  have  the  concurrence  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  for  it  will  make  the  resolution 
genera]  in  its  character. 

Mr.  POOTE.  Mr.  President,  there  are  some 
gentlemen  in  this  country  whose  principles  are 
well  known,  and  with  wnose  public  course  the 
whole  country  is  familiar.  There  are  some  public 
•peakert  in  Congress,  and  out  of  it,  who  have 


been  so  much  in  the  habit  of  discussing  particular 
public  topics  in  a  certain  unvarying  mode,  that  the 
particular  phraseology  which  they  chance  to  em- 
ploy, is  perfectly  understood  by  all  who  either  hear 
or  Ttnd  their  speeches.  Now,  sir,  were  the  ques- 
tion propounded  to  any  one  here,  what  was  the 
precise  meaning  intended  to  be  attached  to  the 
amendment  whose  introduction  has  been  menaced 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
remarks  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  not  the 
least  difficulty  could  be  possibly  experienced  in 
the  rendition  of  a  fittin?  response.  Hear  the 
language  of  this  suggested  ameitdment: 

'**  And  alio  to  assure  bim  and  bis  associates  in  exile  of 
tbe  sympathy  of  tbe  Congress  and  people  of  tbe  United 
States  witb  toe  victims  of  oppression  everywbere.*' 

Now  we  all  know  well  what  class  of  our  pop- 
ulation is  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  when  he  speaks  of  **  the  tietimt  cf 
oppression.**  I  have  heard  that  very  expression 
from  his  lips  about  one  thousand  times,  and  it  al- 
ways has  seemed  to  intimate  the  same  thing  pre* 
dsely .  It  was  obviously  designed  to  be  expressive 
of  a  very  peculiar  sympathy  for  the  colored  races 
of  this  continent;  and  there  is  not  now  a  member 
of  the  Senate  that  does  not  understand  this  amend- 
ment precisely  as  I  do.  So  confident  am  I  on  this 
point,  that  I  venture  to  assert  that  the  Senator 
himself  dare  not  deny  that  such  is  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  words  of  his  proposed  amend- 
ment. Yet  he  has,  I  will  not  say  the  effrontery, 
from  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  but  he  has 
such  a  wonderful  amount  of  what  may  be  called 
self-confidence,  as  to  enable  him  with  a  tolerably 
unembarrassed  countenance,  to  declare  that  he  had 
no  such  sinister  allusion  as  that  which  I  have 
named.  Sir,  1  was  grieved  and  mortified  to  hear 
the  grave  denial  of  the  honorable  gentleman  of  a 
fact  wliich  appeared  to  me  to  admit  of  no  negation 
whatever.  Sir,  allow  me  to  aver  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  not  a  personal  friend  in  the 
world  who  will  not  hang  down  his  head  with 
shame  at  such  a  denial  made  under  such  circum- 
stances. Why,  what  is  thi» proposition  of  mine? 
It  is  simply  a  resolution  whicn  I  nave  introduced, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Administration  here,  in 
cordial  cooperation  with  gentlemen  from  whom 
I  have  differed  considerably  upon  questions  for- 
merly existing,  which  resolution  asserts  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  a  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  consultingr 
as  to  the  proper  mode  of  receiving  the  renowned 
champion  of  Hungarian  freedom  at  the  Metrop- 
olis of  the  Union.  This  is  all,  sir,  that  I  propose 
to  do;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
pretending  all  the  while  to  be  altogether  friendly 
to  the  object  set  forth  in  the  resolution,  offTers  an 
amendment,  the  only  efifect  of  the  adoption  of 
which  every  sane  man  in  the  world  must  perceive 
could  only  nave  the  effect  of  defeating  all  action  on 
the  subject.  I  ask  him  now,  Can  he  deny,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  that  the  proper  interpretation  of 
the  language  to  which  I  have  objected  ie  that  which 
I  have  affixed  to  it?  Can  he  deny,  in  the  hear* 
ing  of  this  body,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  ex- 
press, by  that  amendn^ent,  particular  symrathy  for 
a  certain  portion  of  our  population  in  tne  Soutnem 
States  not  of  his  own  color  or  complexion  ?  He 
cannot  deny  it,  in  my  opinion,  without  the  utmost 
confbsion  of  face;  and  were  he  to  deny  it  a  thou- 
sand times,  persons  more  illiberal  than  mjrself 
might  suppose  the  gentleman  had  for  the  moment 
altogether  foi^gotten  himself.  Yet  he  says  that  I 
myself  complain  of  his  having  intruded  the  deli- 
cate topic  of  slavery  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  Why,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave 
the  question  between  myself  and  the  gentleman  to 
any  enlightened  portion  of  his  own  constituency 
— ^indeed,  to  intelligent  men  anywhere;  and  I 
should  confidently  expect  a  decision  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  if  ne  intended  by  his  amend- 
ment, to  forward  the  passage  of  my  resolution, 
has  been  particularly  unfortunate  in  the  adop- 
tion of  means  not  in  the  least  degree  adapted  to 
the  attainment  of  his  avowed  object. 

The  gentleman  has  gone  out  of  his  way  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  b«bre  the  Senate  a  resolution 
of  which  I  yesteraay  gave  notice.  I  shall  not 
discuss  that  resolution  now.  I  know  it  would  be 
unparliamentary  to  do  so.  I  only  wish  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  in  reply  to  some  observations  which 
if  unreplied  to  wouM  tend  to  put  me  in  a  wrong 
attitude  before  the  country.  The  present  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States  in  his  firat  annual 


message  declared  that  he  recognized  tbe  smes  of 
measures  constituting  together  what  is  called  the 
plan  of  adjustment,  as  a  definitive  seulement  of 
the  questions  growing  out  of  the  system  of  do- 
mestic sj^very.  The  same  high  functionary,  in 
the  message  read  to  us  yesterday,  has  again  made 
the  same  declaration.  Good  men ,  patriots  of  both 
the  old  political  parties  North  and  Somh,  have  de- 
clared by  overwhelming  majorities  tn  favor  of  thiv 
great  scheme  of  pacification,  and  expressed  their 
earnest  desire  that  the  country  should  be  qaieted 
on  this  subject  now  and  forever.  But  there  bcinr 
some  little  opposition  to  these  measures  presented 
in  several  neighborhoods,  and  some  indications  of 
contemplated  resistance,  of  a  character  more  or 
less  equivocal,  it  has  been  deemed  expedioit  by 
several  patriotic  and  discerning  peraons  witn 
whom  I  nave  had  the  honor  to  consult,  that  some 
formal  declaration  should  be  made  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  of  a  nature  calculated  to  give 
assurance  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union  of 
the  existence  of  a  reciprocal  disposition  in  fature 
to  do  full  justice  to  each  other.  This  resoltitioo 
has  been  mtroduced  for  the  purpose  of  quieting 
excitement  and  promoting  a  speeay  restoration  to 
a  state  of  fraternal  concord.  3ir,  it  was  neither 
my  wish  nor  my  intention  to  discuss  that  resolu- 
tion; it  was  my  earnest  wish  and  confident  hope, 
that  the  statesmen,  the  true  patriots,  the  real  pni- 
lanthropists  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
without  regard  to  ancient  party  designations,  as  a 
band  of  brothere,  as  an  association  of  American 
patriots,  would  adopt  such  a  resolution  and  give 
full  and  permanent  quiet  to  the  public  mind. 

Sir,  if  this  debate  had  occurred  two  or  three 
yeara  ago,  it  might  have  been  proper  for  me  to 
have  entered  on  a  vindication  of  that  system  to 
which  the  gentleman  alludes  as  a  system  of  mtpns- 
sion.  Happily  that  system  stands  fully  vindn»ted 
by  recent  events  before  the  habitable  globe.  Those 
who  reside  in  the  section  of  country  where  I  have 
the  honor  to  live,  desire  not  at  all  to  propitiate 
those  who  have  deliberately  resolved  to  hate  of 
and  our  cherished  institutions,  whose  basinsM  k 
has  been  for  yeara  past  to  decry  us,  and  aomtof 
whom  have  evinced  a  willingness  to  do  all  thai  tin- 
scrupulous  men  could  do  for  our  degradation  and 
ruin.  Thank  God,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
without  re«ird  to  sectional  considerations,  have 
of  late  nobly  rushed  to  the  rescue  of  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  that  exposed  section  of  the  Union 
which  I  in  part  represent  on  this  ffoor.  The  voice 
of  faction  is  almost  stilled  even  in  places  where 
the  counsels  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  were  held  in  high  regard,  and  the 
noisy  demago^es  of  the  hour  are  be^nning  to 
feel  the  visitations  of  that  contempt  which  should 
long  since  have  withdrawn  them  nx>m  the  view  of 
respectable  and  well-deserving  citizens. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  detain  the 
Senate  but  a  fbw  moments.  I  had  hoped  that  this 
resolution  would  have  met  with  no  opposition;  Uft 
we  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  tne  fact  that  it 
will  lose  a  great  part  of  its  value,  both  at  home  Aod 
abroad, unless  it  meets  with  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  A  strange  spec- 
tacle is  passing  daily.  There  is  an  upheaving  or  the 
political  system,  of  which  no  man  can  foretell  the 
consequences.  The  despotism  of  ages  has  pressed 
upon  most  of  the  (Governments.  The  people  are 
striving  to  recover  their  long-lost  liberty,  wading, 
in  the  expressive  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
through  seas  of  blood  to  accompKsh  that  object. 
Nation  after  nation  rises  in  succession  to  break 
the  iron  yoke  of  despotism,  and  nation  aAer  na- 
4ion  is  in  succession  put  down  by  the  union  of  the 
despotic  Qovemments  of  Europe.  Yes,  sir;  as 
soon  as  an  attempt  is  made  in  one  of  the  countries 
of  Europe  to  recover  the  liberty  which  was  for- 
merly wrested  from  them,  there  is  a  union  of  the 
despotic  powere,  and  they  assume  the  right  to 
march  there  and  to  control  the  public  opinion  and 
fortunes  of  that  country.  It  is  impossible  but  that 
every  lover  of  liberty  throug^hout  the  world,  cer- 
tainly every  lover  ot  liberty  in  our  own  country, 
should  sympathize  with  these  movements. 

The  great  Hungarian  leader  needs  no  eulogy 
from  me.  He  will  live  in  the  brightest  pages  of 
history.  His  eulogy  is  his  conduct  and  his  char- 
acter through  life.  He  has  passed  through  the 
fiery  furnace  of  a  revolution  and  come  out  of  it 
unscathed.  He  has  been  the  leader  of  his  coun- 
try in  one  of  the  most  terrible  crises  that  a  coun« 
try  ever  passed  through,  and  has  never  been  suo- 
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in  e]ianict«r   or  conduct.    A 

flionny  times,  a  governor  in  a  state  of 

miifoftane  has  orerw helmed  him;  but 

lore  of  his  country  nnd  the  respect  and  ad- 

of  mankind  attach  to,  him. 

hatyrt  taktd  biro  to  come  here.    We  hare 

him  to  our  shores.    The  question  now  is, 

gcring  to  turn  our  backs  on  him  now^ 

ve  not  sympathize  with  those  movements  ? 

wanoc^aa  public  and  ss  private  men,  express 

feeling  and  the  feehngs  of  our  constitu- 

rdatioD  to  him  ? 

niy  part,  I  see  no  reason,  public,  private, 

why  an  expression  of  this  feeline 

■ot  be  made  by  the  American  people  and 

:  none  whatever.    The  enled  Gov- 

«f  llungary  does  not  come  here  merely  as 

iJuiniiinii    of  bis  country's  independence, 

'  m  that  dmcacter  he  is  entitled  to  the  8Ttn* 

regaid  of  every  lover  of  liberty.    JBut 

•re  as  the  representative  of  a  sacred 

great  and  glorious  cause,  involving 

'    in  every  nation  of  the  globe.    He 

thai  representative;  and  may  we 

these  circumstances,  receive  him 


inmrreetion  of  Huneary  was  no  ordinary 
Had  Hungary  made  ner  effort  against  %e 
Government,  and  been  put  down  by 
QovemmeDt,  however  much  we  might  have 
the  reauHy  we  could  have  had  nothing  to 
fl»aB  tfae  subject.    But  she  had  defeated  Aus- 
"     '"^te  Auatrian  capital  was  taken,  and  the 
of  Austria  was  compelled  to  fly  from 
of  his  power.     Hungary  would  have 
her  independence,  so  far  as  we  are  able 
,  but  for  the  mterposition  of  Russia.  What 
do  ?    In  a  straggle  in  a  portion  of  a 
to  maintain  independence,  she  imports 
fibers  and  puts  down  the  efforts  of  the 
peoi^.      She   intervenes    bv    the 
la;'^  and  the  American  people  and 
are  to  have  no  right  to  say  that  they 
fir  Hungary  !    Russia  may  spread  her 
Europe*  and  restore  the  iron  yoke 
despotism,  and  yet  we  on  this  side 
to  have  no  right  to  express 
wi0i  Uie  millions  who  are  undergoing 
'tibcre  which  we  have  undergone  here ! 
oenducted  us  to  a  happy  issue,  and  I 
iIm  same  Providence  will  eventually 
to  the  same  issue, 
from  Georgia  talks  about  "pre- 
J^   Tea  cannot  start  a  single  proposition 
must  turn  to  the  Journals  and 
done  before.    Some  chimera — > 
e^  that  may  happen  a  thousand 
^itself,     x  au  are  told  to  stop, 
Dedent"  for  your  course.    I 
for  myself.    They  say  this  is 
I  am  rather  an  old  man  my- 
^hsveibund  it  to  be  an  age  of  proeress. 
progressed  pretty  well,  and  f  hope 
^~    to  see  still  further  progress. 
I  ari  ibr  fiiansmg  our  opinions  on  this  subject. 
I  MfeM2^ng\ossuth  as  the  guest  of  the 
I  am  for  giving  to  him  an  imposing  and 
( neepcioD— one  that  will  redoun||  to  our 
adky  and  be  useftil  to  the  strugglmg  mil- 
•rA«gk>be. 
'  norable  Senator  fh»m  New  Hannmshire 
sdrott  parimmentary  tactician .    That  we 
We  afl  know  perfectly  well  that  many 
propositions  came  up  he  seemingly 
diem,  while  he  had  the  adroitn^  to 
tafl  to  it,  something  or  other  which  he 
pcrfiwthr  well  would  defeat  the  original 
■tioii,  or  which  he  seemed  to  be  the  mend. 
«ar8  ago  this  whole  subject  was  before  the 
I  thai  expressed  my  bentlments  in  rela- 
te suspending  diplomatic  intercourse  widi 
ef  the  natioBs  of  the  Old  World.    I  did  not 
that  when  a  nation  by  its  character  and 
placed  itsdf  out  of  the  pale  of  Christian 
'«  we  should  hold  political  intercourse  wi^ 
vroidd  not  sit  down  to  count  the  cost  of  such 
I  would  not  go  in  to  any  arithmeti- 
f^|#B>l»*«ft*  of  its  effect  in  dollars  and  cents; 
I  ^raild  cot  the  strings  of  political  intercourse 
This  matter  was  all  ^ne  over  two  years 
Bced  not  nenew  it  at  this  time.    When  that 
§BT  saspending  diplomatic  intercourse 

ilasnii  wiMi  h€fyiT6  us,  the  honorable  Sena- 
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flowing  language,  that  he  was  in  fhvor  of  it,  and  ! 
all  that  kind  of  thing,  and  then  moved  an  amend-  ; 
ment  to  include  Russia.  He  knew  p>erfectly  well  i 
that  that  would  defeat  the  proposition.  I  will  not  ; 
say  what  was  his  motive,  though  we  all  know  it  ' 
perfectly  well.  If  the  gentleman  had  succeeded 
m  havmg  Russia  included,  other  nations  would 
have  been  brought  in,  and  thus  the  original  reso- 
lution would  have  been  certainly  defeated.  The 
honorable  gentleman  then  spoke  in  most  eloquent 
terms  of  the  terrible  condition  of  those  two  Gov- 
ernments, and  the  necessity  of  cutting  off  inter- 
course with  them;  and  yet  his  ameirament  was 
orecisely  calculated  to  defeat  the  whole  object. 
Now,  what  has  the  g[entleman  done  here?  We 
have  got  another  practical  proposition  before  us — 
a  proposition  to  receive  a  guest  of  the  nation 
whom  we  have  invited  here/^  What  does  the  gen- 
tleman do?  He  proposes  to  tack  to  that  an 
abstract  declaration  of  no  practidal  effect,  and  per- 
haps it  was  not  intended  to  have  any.  There  is 
not  a  man  urithln  these  walls  that  does  not  know 
what  the  gentleman  means  perfectly  well.  He 
means  to  oring  up  the  old  question  of  slavery, 
and  he  means  by  this  declaration  to  defeat  the 
present  resolution,  for  he  knows  it  cannot  pass 
with  such  an  amendment. 

I  ant,  therefore,  opposed  to  this  abstract  decla- 
ration as  to  the  rights  of  man,  though  I  believe  in 
my  soul  I  am  just  as  good  a  friend  to  them  as  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  But  he  knows, 
and  we  all  know,  that  such  a  declaration  as  this  is 
intended  to  be  a  pronunciamUiUo  of  the  American 
Government  agamst  the  institution  of  slavery,  se- 
cured by  the  uonstitution.  He  knows  it  cannot 
pass.  He  knows  it  should  not  pai^s.  He  knows 
we  have  no  power  to  pass  such  a  thing  whh  such 
a  View.  Wnen  a  proposition  comes  up  of  any 
practical  description,  in  which  the  rights  of  man 
are  concerned,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman. 
But  a  proposition^-Iwill  not  say  intended,  for 
that  is  un-Senatorial,  otherwise  I  should — evidently 
having  only  the  effect  of  throwing  the  firebrand  of 
slavery  into  this  Hall,  renewing  the  agitating  dis- 
cussions which  have  subsistra  for  years,  and 
which  have  now  in  some  measure  been  happily 
quelled,  should  meet  with  the  reprobation  of  every 
Senator.  There  is  no  excuse  for  it.  It  does  no 
good  to  the  original  proposition,  of  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  professes  to  be  a  supporter;  for, 
if  adopted,  it  would  defeat  that  proposition.  He 
knows  that  as  well  as  I  do.  While  I  shall  vote 
fbr  the  proposition  of  the .  honorable  gentleman 
from  MissiMippi,  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment suggestea  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated, 
because  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  declaration  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  against  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  Southern  States. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  remind 
gentlemen  that  the  amendment  which  has  been  dis- 
cussed for  some  time  has  not  been  offered,  and  is 
not  before  the  Senate.  The  amendment  pending 
is  to  fill  the  bUmks  with  « three"  and  ''five/' 
respectively. 

oppdsed  to  this 
want  to  assign 
the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  give  the  vote 
which  I  intend  to  give.  In  the  first  place,  it  seems 
to  m6  to  be  the  introduction  of  a  subject  into  the 
Congress  of  the  Uniced  States,  which  does  not 
properly  belong  to  the  functions  of  the  body. 
Ana  in  addition  to  that,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
introduction  of  a  proposition  upon  which  we  are 
necessarily  destitute  of  the  proper  information  to 
enable  us  to  come  to  a  correct  conclusion.  Now, 
sir,  what  practical  effect  can  our  decision,  the  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  this  resolution  have, 
in  a  legislative  sense,  upon  the  interests  of  our 
constituenti  ?  None  whatever.  But  how,  in  the 
other  aspect  of  the  question  in  which  I  have  pre- 
sented it,  are  you  qualified  to  decide  upon  the 
merits  and  actions  of  all  foreigners  withm  their 
own  countries  in  reference  to  pending  revolutions 
there,  and  to  come  to  an  accurate  conclusion  as  to 
whether  they  ought  to  be  complimented  or  not  ? 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  would  ask  my 
friend  whether  he  did  or  did  net  fbrmeriy  vote  for 
the  resolution  expressive  of  S3nnpathy  for  Kos- 
suth ?  He  was  very  well  informed  at  that  time  it 
seems. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Perhaps  I  might  retort 
on  m^  friend,  and  ask  why  he  did  not  answer  the 
queition  of  my  fHend  bmad  mS|  before  putting 
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resolution,  Mr.  President,  and  I 


one  to  me,  and  point  out  the  battls-fidd  where 
Kossuth  distinguished  himself.  But  I.  shall  pre- 
sent it  all  in  due  time.  The  aspect  qf  the  case  wbieh 
I  now  suggest,  is,  that  if  this  is  to  be  a  precedent 
to  operate  in  aU  time  to  come  to  justify  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  in  taking  up  the  matters 
of  every  distinguished  fbre%ner,  and  in  going  into 
their  respective  claims  to  be  complimented  by  it,  ^ 
it  is  a  subject  upon  which,  in  its  very  nature,  we 
perhaps  are  little  qualified  to  decide.  Some,  with 
thereat  reading  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  FooTB,]  may  be  thoroughly  acquainted  wuh 
all.  the  political  and  military  movements  of  the 
country  m  which  the  revolution  may  be  pending. 
But  there  may  be  others  of  us  who  are  less  in- 
formed, who  have  less  acquaintance  with  the 
books  to  which  he  has  referred  us;  and  thus  we 
may  not  have  that  accurate  information  upon 
which  to  decide  whether  the  compliment  ought  to 
be  given  or  not.  But  every  Seni^tor  must  perceive, 
that  if  we  commence  the  system  of  complimencing 
foreignera  for  distinguished  services  in  their  own 
country  in  behalf  of  human  liberty,  there  is  no 
end ;  there  is  no  limit  to  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
from  this  time  forth  forever  And  that  brings  up 
a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  The  Senator  fix)m  Michigan  fMr. 
CAtsj  foresaw  the  bearing  of^  this  whole  subject 
two  yean  ago,  at  the  time  he  introduced  a  cele- 
brated resolution,  for  which  I  proposed  to  substi- 
tute an  amendment. 

If  you  set  this  example,  my  word  for  it,  you 
legitimate  that  intervention  in  the  affaira  of  other 
nations  which  has  been  hostile  to  the  genius  c^ 
our  Government  and  to  the  practiceof  every  Ad-r 
ministration  from  Washington  down  to  this  day. 
You  run  counter  in  that  to  the  very  reoommenda- 
tion  of  the  message  which  we  heard  read  yester- 
day, and  thus  an  example  is  to  be  for  the  first 
time  set  in  the  history  of  our  Government  by 
which  the  doctrine  of  intervention  in  the  affaire  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  to  be  tolerated  and 
legitimated.  You  give  aid  and  assistance  by 
countenance  and  by  commendation.  How  long 
is  it,  after  you  begin  your  aid  and  assistance  by 
words,  beiore  you  must  carry  it  out  by  deeds? 
How  long  are  you  to  talk  without  acting  ?  How 
long  are  you  to  express  sentiments,  fold  your 
arms,  and  not  carry  those  sentiments  into  prac- 
tice? It  is  idle  on  the  part  of  the  American  Con- 
gress to  talk,  to  sympathize,  to  express  abstract 
sentiments,  unless  m  the  progress  of  things  they 
intend  to  execute  their  deckuations.  I  have  the 
authoril^r  of  the  distinguished  Hungarian  himself 
fisr  all  this.  I  have  not  been  an  inattentive  ob- 
server to  the  progress  of  things.  I  have  looked 
^whenever  I  could  into  the  declarations  of  all  dis- 
tinguished men.  I  see  that  Kossuth,  in  a  recent 
speech  which  he  has  made,  says  your  sympathies, 
your  idle  declarations  in  words  amount  to  nothing 
unless  you  can  act.  True,  he  says  «*  I  do  not 
call  upon  you  to  go  to  war,  but  I  want  you  to 
intervene  against  interventian;  I  want  you  to  say 
to  those  who  wfll  intervene,  *Hands  off;' and  wheti 
you  make  that  declaration  I  want  you  to  act  in 
reference  to  it."  ^ 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  say,  simple  and  insignifi- 
cant as  a  mere  compliment  generally  seems  to  be, 
although  it  is  very  grateml  to  the  heart,  the 
amount  of  dolkra  and  cents  in  paying  the  bill  of  a 
distinguished  foreigner  you  have  already  legiti- 
mated in  the  case  of  the  Turkish  envoy.  True,  I 
did  not  vote  fbr  it.  I  thought  it  a  bad  example 
and  voted  against  it.  But  so  fhr  ds  the  mere  dlol- 
lare  and  cents  are  concerned,  we  have  a  precedent; 
we  have  what  the  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Dawsok]  seemed  to  call  for.  But  vou  have  never 
3ret  interfered  in  the  affaire  of  nations  by  the  de- 
claration of  a  sentiment  which  might  ultimately 
call  for  action.  I  ask  the  American  Congress  be- 
fore they  take  this  step,  to  consider  well  what 
may  be  its  ultimate  consequences.  If  I  apprehend 
aright*the  nature  of  our  institutions,  they  were 
not  formed  for  any  such  purpose.  If  I  know  the 
Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  under  which 
we  happily  live,  it  contains  an  imbodiment  of 
general  powera  for  national  purposes;  and  if  we 
confine  ourselves  legitimately  and  strictly  to  the 
execution  of  those  powera,  we  shall  follow  out  the 
system,  the  example,  the  practice  of  our  fathera, 
and  not  intervene  oy  word  or  deed  m  the  affaira 
of  any  nation  in  the  worid.  It  Is  utterly  impossi- 
ble tliat  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  so  ignorant  as 
not  to  know  ths  sentiments  that  actuate  every 
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Ameneon  booom.  They  know  full  w«U  that  we 
are  all  Democrats;  thai  we  are  all  Wh%B;  and 
that  we  are  al^  Republioana.  They  know  full 
well  that  in  the  ooeom  of  eYery  Ameriean  there  is 
a  deep-eeated  principle  in  favo^  of  the  right  of 
poptiler  representation  and  self-government.  They 
know  full  well  that  ihie  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
all  our  institutions,  and  that  We  will  nerer  give  it 
lip  for  any  consideration  on  earth.  It  is  the  prin- 
Gqf>le  on  which  our  Government  is  baaed.  It  is 
the  principle  on  which  our  lives  will  at  any 
moment  be  staked.  The  nations  of  the  earth 
know  that  full  weU.  Thev  want  no  information 
in  regard  to  it.  Your  declarations  here  or  else- 
where will  give  them  no  new  light  in  reference 
to  it. 

Now  when  they  know  that,  does  it  become  us, 
upon  every,  revolution  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
to  mani£sst  by  an  open  declaration  that  we  are 
^lad  that  Kossuth  in  Hungary  has  led  a  reform^ 
Hi94)and  and  attempted  to  revolutioniKO  the  gov- 
ernment under  which  he  before  Uved?  that  we 
will  be  glad  when  some  re^'olutionary  Cromwell 
shall  again  rise  in  England  and  declare  a  Republic  ? 
that  we  will  be  glad  when  some  Napoleon  shaH 
put  down  a  French  deepot,  and  declare  a  Repub- 
uc  founded  on  the  principle  of  the  ri^ht  of  umver- 
sal  suffrage,  aller  a  while  repealing  it  and  getting 
clear  of  it?  Do  all  these  declarations,  as  revolu- 
tion after  revolution  happens  on  the  ffuce  of  the 
earth,  strengthen  the  great  principle  upon  which 
American  institutions  are  based— 4he  right  of  self- 
government?  In  truth,  sir,  I  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  our  mission.  I  am  a  man  of  [)rogr^,  as 
much  so  as  the  Senator  from  Michije;an,  [Mr. 
CAst.]  But  the  difference  between  him  and  me 
is  as  to  the  nftodeof  action  by  which  to  propel  the 
great,  the  magnificent,  and  the  liberal  governments 
of  the  world.  If  I  understand  his  progress,  it  is 
to  do  it  by  war  and  conc^uest.  He  can  swallow 
Mexicor  without  being  imured.  I  have  no  faith  in 
that  kind  of  progress.  My  system  is  to  try  and 
•nUghten  the  substratum  of  society;  to  make  aU 
the  nations  of  the  world— the  Little  boys  and  girls 
of  the  world^oam  and  understand  their  dglUa — 
civil,  political,  and  religious.  When  you  can  u^ 
doctrinate  mankind  by  teaching  them  what  their 
rights  are,  and  show  them  that  the  physical  power 
belongs  to  the  mukitude,  you  have  the  foundatioa 
upon  which  to  erect  a  pyramid  of  Republican  gov- 
ernment to -enlighten  tne  whole  earth,  just  as  ours 
is  doing.  But  you  mi^t  as  well  attempt  to  amke 
a  pyramid  stand  by  inverting  it,  as  to  attempt  by 
war  and  conquest  to  establish  a  government.  It 
cannot  be  done.  My  idea  of  progress — and  my 
idea  of  the  destiny  of  this  Republic  in  Reference 
to  the  other  nations  of  the  world— 4S  this:  let  us 
evince  that  we  can  govern  ourselves  upon  princi- 
ples of  justice;  that  we  administer  justice  ¥rithout 
sale,  denial,  or  delay,  to  every  human  being;  and 
by  this  coarse  of  conduct  constantly  hold  up  be* 
fore  mankind  the  broad  exunple  of  Republican 
^grovemment.  If  you  can  thus  atfiuse  knowledges 
ff  you  can  thus  enlighten  the  people— the  subjjects 
of  the  other  nations  ef  the  wortd-^hev  wiAi  do 
^  just  what  Kossuth  and  his  companions  have  been 
doin^ — they  will  abolish  the  exemption  of  taxa- 
tion m  reference  to  the  nobles;  they  will  abolish 
the  Qrivikge  of  the  nobles  to  be  exempt,  except  by 
their  own  oonsent,  to  the  judicial  tribunals  tk  the 
oountry;  they  will  extend  the  ri^t  of^su&age; 
and  they  wiU  ultimately,  from  the  knowle&s 
which  they  have,  adopt  their  Institutions  accora- 
ing  to  the  circumstances  by  which  they  are  sur^ 
rounded,  and  make  them  what  they  ought  to  be. 
We  have  an  example  of  the  attempting  to  make 
Republican  or  Democratic  govemmeiits  where  the 
people  are  not  prepared  fbr  them,  in  South  Amer* 
ica,  where  there  is  little  else  than  on^  military 
despot  afler  another.  Now,  who  can  say  how 
far  Louis  Kossuth  m  identified  with  ike  true 
American  principle  ?    No  one. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  If  the  Senator 
will  allow  me,  I  will  answer  the  question  from  the 
President's  message. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  heard  that  read  yes- 
tcsday.  It  does  not  answer  what  I  am  aAer. 
Who  can  tell  me  that  Louis  Kossuth  in  any  speech, 
in  any  vote,  in  any  action  of  his  life,  has  identified 
himself  with  the  true  American,  Demoeratie  rep- 
resentative principle,  or  with  the  Declaration  of 
Ameriean  Indq)endence — that  to  the  masses  be- 
longs all  political  power;  that  the  government  is 
formed  for  their  ttae,fbr  their  beaefit,And  for  their 
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haM>i»efls,  and  that  they  hav«  at  all  times 
rigm  to  alter,  modify,  change*  or  repeal  it? 

Air.  FOOTE.  I  will  state  that  Gtovemor  Kos- 
suth said,  in  at  least  three  q^eeches  in  Ei^glaad, 
that  he  was  a  republican  after  the  Ameriean  modeU 
and  that  Washin^n  wss  the  jnneat  object  of  his 
admiration  and  imitation.  He  haa  said  that 
before  all  Christendom. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  He  has  then  en  adiU- 
tional  title  to  mv  admiration.  But  surely  if 
he  has  made  that  aeclaration  in  England,  it  was  a 
declaration  after  the  fact.  I  want  to  see  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  at  the  time  the  war  was 
in  progress.  I  want  to  see  what  they  were  fight- 
ing for  at  the  time.  When  he  is  in^xile,  when  he 
is  in  a  country — Englsnd— where  I  admit  human 
liberty  issuetaiaed  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
when  he  is  coming  to  a  country  like  America,  he 
would  be  very  green  indeed^-if  he  intends  to  se- 
lect it  as  his  asylum  and  home,  as  I  hope  hesaay — 
he  would  be  verv  green  indeed,  when  makine  pub- 
lic speeches,  '^  he  did  not  assert  his  love,  his  ad- 
miration, his  respect  for  the  great  men,  and  for 
the  institutions  of  the  country  in  which  he  is  about 
to  locate  himself. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Governor  Kossuth  never  said 
that  he  intended  to  locate  himself  in  America.  He 
said  quite  the  contrary. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  does  not  change 
the  fact  one  iota.  We  have  a  declaration  firom 
Kossuth  after  the  fact.    What  I  have  said  I  re- 

Eeat:  Ifany  gentleman  can  show  me  a  Hungarian 
^eclsration  of  Independence— something  upon 
which  that  revolution  was  based,  like  the  Ameri^ 
can  Government,  and  point  me  to  the  page  and 
contents  of  it,  I  will  receive  the  information  with 
a  ^reat  deal  of  thankfulness.  No  such  document 
exists.  I  adnait  these  reforms.  They  were  great 
reforms.  They  were  getting  clear  oi  the  effect  ef 
JTeudal  institutions  like  our  own  anoestora  got  clear 
of  them.  They  were  great  and  glorious  changes 
for  the  people  of  Hungary.  They  helped  to  elevate 
the  masses;  ^d  I  am  glad  of  it*  But  that  gov- 
erment,  if  I  underatand  it  correctly,  had  be^  a 
government  independent  in  its  organization,  gov- 
erned by  the  Emperors  of  Austria  as  Kings  of 
Hungary  connected  with  the  Hungarian  Diet. 
The  ravolntion  broke  out  to  sustain  that  state  of 
thio^,  with  the  rearms  which  the  Diet  had  made. 
That  is  a  short  history  of  the  matter,  so  iar  as  I 
understand  it.  It  ¥nis  not  connected  with  any  of 
those  democratic  doctrines  which  are  so  dear  to 
the  American  heart;  at  least  if  it  was,  it  was  not 
promulgated  in  any  ofikial  shape  to  the  world  at 
the  time.  The  very  &ct  that  I  present  this  view 
of  the  subject,  the  very  fact  that  other  Senators 
present  other  views  of  the  sulyect,  which  views 
conflict,  show  the  utter  impropnetv  of  introducing 
a  resolution  of  this  sort  into  the  American  Con- 
gress. If  this  thing  is  to  be  tolerated  as  a  prece- 
dent, if  this  is  a  beginning  without  end,  when- 
ever anything  of  this  sort  comes  before  us,  we 
shall  have  to  array  ourselves  in  regard  to  die  his- 
tories of  the  day;  we  shall  have  to  ascertain 
whether  the  man  performed  his  part  in  this  battle, 
or  in  this  council  chamber,  to  emble  us  to  come 
to  a  conclusion.    Mist  we  do  all  this? 

One  remark  more.  I  believe  there  was  a  meeting 
in  Tammany  Hall  not  long  ago.  That  hatt  some- 
times puts  balls  in  motion,  not  **  solitary  and 
alone,  but  in  masaes»  that  have  a  portentous 
influence,  and  seem  to  me  to  be  ominous  of  the 
fote  of  my  country.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
the  very  idea  su^eeted  by  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  CassjIwp  yearo  ago,  of  interfering  by 
word,  not  yet  by  act— 

Mr.  CASS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  set 
him  right  ?  I  said  that  cutting  the  strings  of  com- 
munication with  Austria  was  not  an  interferenoe. 
I  do  not  claim  the  right  to  interfere.  But  I  do  net 
say  that  I  would  not  at  the_proper  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  is  ominous.  He 
did  not  way  that  he  would  interfore;  hut  he  will 
not  diechum  that  he  will  at  the  proper  time.  That 
is  the  Tammany  notion,  according  to  my  idea. 
Now,  I  say  that  if  I  should  tell  you,  as  a  neigh- 
bor of  mine,  I  will  not  hold  any  further  intercourse 
with  you  for  your  conduct,  that  would  be  pretty 
direct  interference.  I  iiave  attended  to  show  that 
there  may  be  interforence  by  words.  I  come  into 
your  family.  I  undertake  to  say,  You  have  lec- 
tured this  boy  improperiy,  yon  have  ipoken  a 
harsh  word  to  your  wifo,  you  are  acting  yecy  im- 
^t^tecly  aa  &  finiier  md  tmn,  hoabanci.    Tit^l  in 
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an  interference  4>y  word  of  mouth;  it  is  an  inter- 
ference in  domestici  family  matters.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  show  that  this  is  an  interference  with 
the  nations  of  the  world  so  for  as  words  are  con- 
cerned. This  resolution  expressly  declares  that 
we  are  to  compliment  Koaaath.  It  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  committee  *<  to  communicafce  to  him 
assurances  of  the  profound  respect  entertained  for 
him  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
tender  to  him,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  hos- 
pitalities of  the  metropolis  of  the  Union."  And 
why  all  that?  Because  of  his  past  actions?  Inas- 
much fts  you  compliment  him«  you  throw  r^mmch 
upon  those  with  whom  he  was  warring.  The 
queation  m,  whether  it  is  not  interference  hy 
words? 

And  new  to  advert  to  this  Tammany  matter. 
They  have,  aa  I  understand,  intimated  tkat  it  he- 
comes  necessary  to  change  the  well-aettled  policy 
of  the  country  from  thedays  of  Washington  down, 
that  this  doctrine  of  intervention  is  to  supersede 
that  of  non-intervention^  which  has  subsisted  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Grovemmentto  this  time^  and 
for  which  doctrine,  reiterated  in  hit  present  met* 
sage,  I  compliment  the  President.  I  am  opposed 
to  that  change.  I  think  the  world  and  tlie  OfoverD- 
meflt  is  not  yet  prepared  for  anjrthing  of  the  kind. 
I  am  not  for  making  idle  declarations  which  we 
are  not  to  carry  out.  If  we  do  intervene  by  word, 
I  am  for  intervening  by  action  also.  .  But  I  am  not 
for  intervemng  in  any  way.  I  think  the  soundest 
policy  for  any  man,  fomiJy,  or  nation,  in  to  miod 
Its  own  business  and  let  tlie  buainess  of  other  peo- 
ple alone.  If  we  can  intervene  in  this  sense  or  the 
term  in  regard  to  Austria  or  England— ^and  my 
friend  from  Mississippi  has  Jg^en  notice  of  his 
resolution  in  regard  to  l^ith  0  %rien  and  his  com- 
natriota-^we  can  perhapa  take  up  the  affaim  of 
Napoleon. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Do  I  underatand  the  gentleman 
as  presenting  any  opposition  to  my  O'Brien  reso* 
lution  ? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  No,  sir.  Idonotkoov 
how  it  will  be  presented.  I  hope  when  it  wnm 
up  it  will  be  in  such  a  shape  that  I  can  swaltov  U 
like  my  friend  [Mr.  Cass]  can  swallow  Mexico. 

I  think  the  doctrine  which  I  have  advanced 
shows  that  if  you  can  travel  out  of  the  United 
States  and  go  into  Europe,  much  more  can  the 
General  Government  go  into  the  affairs  of  the 
States.    I  have  said  from  the  banning,  that  our 
system  divided  the  powera  of  government  between 
the  National  aqd  State  Gk>vemments.  I  have  said 
that  certain  subjects  were  Wcsl  and  domestic,  that 
certain  othera  were  foreign  and  national,  and  that 
each  ^vernment  ao  managed  its  own  afiaira,  and 
were  juat  as  sepsjmte  and  diatinct  in  regard  to  the 
different  powera  under  the  National  and  State  Coii- 
stitutions,  as  are  this  Gkivemment  and  the  other 
Governments  of  the  world.    Now,  let  this  exam- 
ple be  aet;  let  us  go  into  the  affain  of  Europe 
and  by  expreesing  our  opinions  about  EurofMiB 
systems,  European  men, and  European  measares, 
and  wluit  reason  m  there  that  tlie  American  Con- 
gress could  not  get  up  and  say,  we  express  ow 
opinions  about  State  systems  and  State  measures? 
And  if  ^ou  can  look  at  tyranny,  as  you  denomi- 
nate it,  m  any  part  of  the  worla,  do  you  not  tol- 
erate the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
HiXB,]  whom  I  regard,  in  point  of  social  inter- 
courae,  with  a  ^od  deal  of  aifoction  and  esteem, 
although  diffenng  from  him  as  to  his  political 
viewa— do  you  not  tolerate  and  encourage  him  to 
get  up  mad  say,  '*I  want  to  intervene  a  little;  I 
think  Kentucky  has  acted  rather  tyrannically;  I 
think  Geoigia  has  rather  a  deiq>otic  system,  and  I 
want   to  express   my  sympathy  with  the  op- 
pressed?** 

Sir,  I  am  against  this  whole  measure.  ^  Have 
we  nothing  to  do  but  to  talk  away  all  our  time  on 
resolutions  of  this  sort  ?  Can  we  say  to  the  Amer- 
ican peo]:de  that  we  have  nothinf^  that  we  can 
pi^operly  and  usefully  em|^y  our  time  about,  but 
that  we  must  be  ratmng  over  the  wodd  to  hunt 
up  Kossttths,  and  O'Briens^  and  Napoleons,  whom 
we  must  either  compliment  or  condemn?  Look 
at  the  Executive  message!  hook  at  the  buainess 
to  which  you  can  turn  your  attention,  and  that 
profitably  for  the  Amenoan  people!  Legislate! 
We  have  plenty  of  subjects  of  much  more  im- 
portance on  wnich  we  ean  em^oy  our  time; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  ought  not  to 
tolerate  like  intioikuction  of  reaolutions  compli- 
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or  coB^amnfaiS   KoMMh   or  O'Brien, 
can  compHment,  can  jou  not  eondtmn? 
v  tlio  dnfmnce  in  post  of  pruicipio?    If 
vMi  oonpiimeQt,  wbkk  yoa  now  propooe  to  do, 
mm  it  Bot.oqnally  imply  the  power  to  condemn? 
y  H  4oeo.    And  u  we  go  into  the  condemna- 
of  iiMlividualty  we  nan  tuce  the  bear  by  the  ear 
alttke  him  a  little,  and  take  the  lion  by  the 
and  sh^dce  him  until  we  are  tired;  we  can 
mSl  <»Ter  the  Coniinept  of  Enrc^  and  do  the 
thm^,  and,  not  aativiied  there,  we  can  travd 
AfirieA  an4  Aaia  and  condemn  them  all,  one 
wiodMr.    U  that  the  legitimate  busioesa  of 
CMigreaa?    la  that  the  thing  for 
are  sent  Mre  ?    Sir,  when  the  American 
_     to  look  at  this  thing,  they  will  not 
.     There  are  a  great  many  who  think  in 
to  ppogreaa  as  I  do.    They  cure  the  flurmen, 
mrrhnainn.  the  woridag  profeaetonal  men — 
who  bare  no  office.    It  is  the  principle  of  the 
oat  to  protect  them  in  all  their  rights,  so 
can  edacate  their  children  and  liYe  oom- 
^  «i  hone,  and  giye  them  intellectual  and 
UMproremeat.    These  people,  when  they 
» look  «&  your  conpliraenting  Mr.  Kossuth, 
'mg  the  Emperor  of  Austria  or  the  Czar 
,  or  anybody  else,  will  be  Tery  apt  to 
meddling  with  affidrs  which  we  did 
you  to  Congress  to  take  up. 
1  did  Bot  intend  to  detain  the  Senate  as  long  as 
I  Ikto  in  this  desultory  way>  but  I  could  not 
ihim  Molntion  to  pass  without  thus  putting 
tkersanons  for  my  opposition  to  it. 
.  ATCHISON.    I  more  to  postpone  Ae 
ejo— id  <  ration  of  this  matteruntil  to>morrow 
o'clocJc,  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the 
of  Cfaaplain,  wnicn  was  the  spedal  order 
)  oVlock  to-day. 

BERRIEN.    I  hcg  to  make  one  sugges- 

The  bour  of  one  o'clock  to-day  was  fixed 

election  of  Chaplain,  in  order  thftt  Sen- 

vMt  have  notice  of  it  and  be  present.    An- 

od^ect  haa  «igagcd  their  attention.    I  per- 

t  mttny  seats  m  the  Chamber  are  vacant. 

to  the  hcHiorable  Senator  from  Missouri, 

it  is  proper  to  press  the  execution  of  that 

under  such  cvcumstances?    I  hope  that 

h&isr  to-morrow  will  be  indicated,  so  as 

US  to  ffo  into  It  before  we  get  into  a  dis- 

en  anouier  subject. 

K.  ATCHISON.    I  look  upon  the  election  of 

rhiOTidn  as  a  matter  of  but  very -slight  import- 

ife^   \  ^rcsome  all  the  gentlemen  wnose  names 

yA  Vt  i^K^fld,  win  be  good  and  pious  men — 

drviifl  answer  the  purpose.    I  presume 

»  duQt  as  full  now  as  it  wiu  be  to- 

^  J:Wie<\tock. 

Ifr.  mS!0.    If  the  elanion  of  a  Chaplain 

m  of  the  Senate  a  matter  of 

as  it  is  in  that  of  the  honor- 

fipm  Missouri,  it  sureh^  need  not 

f  the  ifisoission  of  this  very  interesting 

.    I  .bdJere  we  shall  best  discharge  our 

hf  fctsiiniiiing  upon  an  hour  to-morrow 

wv  sbdl  proceed  to  the  election,  making  it 

die  that  it  shall  not  be  interrupted  by  any 

rtiystt    aa|    twelTe  ttid   a  half  o'elock. 

19  Senators  who  attach  more  importenee 

In  Ifca  dection  than  the  honorable  Senator  from 

raqutres  t^  they  have  an  opportunity 


.  ATCHWON.    It  is  a  matter  of  but  Httle 

to  me.  I  care  not  whether  we  postpone 

■01.    But  die  Senator  fV*om<3korgia  is  very 

mislaken  if  he  supposes  that  I  attribute  to 

tcaahitioa  under  ^tiaeossion  any  great  import- 

Mr.  B9IRIEN.  I  have  not  ascribed  that  opin- 
ion to  ^e  Senator.  I  have  not  supposed  that  he 
coimiders  it  of  Mat  impoitance;  but  it  has  been 
no  pponeonced  by  other  Senators. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  withdrew  Ae  motion  to  post- 


r.  HALE  obtained  ^e  floor,  but  gave  way  to 
llff*  CASS,  who  said:  I  rise  to  mAke  an  ex- 
|inia&m.  It  la  sinmlTthis:  In  regard  to  the  sub- 
jiei«f  ioteifisence,  1  wuh  to  read  General  Wash- 
mrfifm^  declaration  in  his  memorable  address  to 
Ifr.  Ottei,  no  less  memorable  for  ita  sentiments 

for  the  beauty  of  its  diction : 

alaad  prtSbwty;  liSTiiit  esriy  lesrned  iti 

la  ajierUoas  coufllct  to  defend  it; 

e  best  yean  tiT  my  IHb  to  n- 

M  myawa  oooauyr-^my 


aaxieiif  reeollteiiont,  aiy  •jfuipalhHie  Jieilng,  aad  my  best 
widk«f,  are  ineri»fiblir  exoiied  whenever,  in  any  eountiy, 
I  Me  an  oppreseed  nauon  an(\irl  tbe  bannen  of  freedom.'' 

What  words^  can  be  stronger  than  General 
Washington's  sympathy  for  the  oppress^  and 
struggling  nations  of  the  Old  World.  He  never 
dreamed  of  marching  armies  there.  His  sympathy 
was  excited,  and  he  expressed  it ;  and  here  i 
would  beg  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Underwood]  to  discriminate  between  interference 
and  non-intercourse.  If  he  does  not  diAcriroinate 
between  them,  I  beg  he  will  turn  to  the  dictionary . 
If  I  choose  to  have  no  intercourse  with  a  man,  it  is 
not  interfering  with  him.  The  ground  assumed 
by  tbe  honorable  Senator  was  taken  two  years 
Sjgo,  but  I  thought  it  had  been  given  up  by  this 
time.  If  we  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  Au8trie^ 
no  man  has  a  right  to  say  we  interfere  with  that 
Power. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UirDEawooDJ  seems 
to  be  very  much  surprised  that  this  resolution  was 
brought  forward  at  all.  He  seems  to  be  inclined 
to  impose  on  some  of  us  a  heavy  responsibility. 
I  am  going  to  put  the  honorable  Senator  right  on 
this  matter,  and  let  him  see  why  action  on  this 
subject  is  recommended,  and  why  the  Executive 
Chief  of  this  Government,  even  before  any  action 
on  the  part  of  Confess,  expressed  sympathy,  the 
expression  of  which  the  honorable  Senator  so 
strongly  condemns.  Here  is  an  Extract  from  the 
President's  message  received  yesterday  : 

«The  Turkic  Government  ha«  expreaeed  its  thanks  for 
the  kind  reception  given  to  the  9aitsn*s  agent,  Amin  Bey, 
on  the  ocension  of  bis  rsoenc  visit  to  the  United  fltsces. 
On  tbe  aeth  of  February  hist,  a  dispatch  was  addressed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Marsh,  tbe  American  Minis- 
ter at  ConstantinopICf  instructing  him  to  ask  of  the  Turkish 
Govemroent  permission  IWr  tbe  Hnngarians,  then  impri»- 
oned  within  tbe  daminloni*of  tbe  BvbHme  Pone,  to  remore 
to  this  country.  On  tbe  3d  of  March  last,  both  Houses  of 
Congress  paraed  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
anthorixe  the  employment  of  a  public  vessel  to  convey  to 
tfaie  covmtry  Loois  Kosmitb  and  bis  associates  in  oaptivitv. , 

<*  Tbe  instractioo  above  referred  to  was  complied  with, 
^apd  tbe  Turfcisb  Government  baviag  relaased  <3ovemDr 
nCossnth  and  bis  companions  frt>m  prison,  on  the  lOtb  of 
September  last  they  embnrked  on  board  of  tbe  United 
States  steam-fHirate  Mississippi,  which  was  selecled  to 
carry  Into  affect  the  resoiuljOB  of  Cot^ptm.  Governor  Koa> 
suth  left  the  Mississippi  at  Gibraltar  for  tbe  purpose  of 
makini;  a  visit  to  England,  and  may  riiortly  be  expected  in 
New  York.  By  commnnications  to  tbe  Department  of 
Stale,  be  has  expressed  his  gratefW  acknowledgments  tat 
the  interposition  of  this  Government  in  bebalf  of  himself 
and  bis  associates.  This  ooantry  has  been  jostly  regarded 
as  a  safe  asylum  fbr  those  whom  political  aventa  bav« 
exiled  from  their  own  homes  in  Europe ;  and  it  Is  recom- 
mended to  OrengvBM  to  eomrider  in  what  manner  Governor 
Kossuth  and  bis  companions,  brought  bitber  by  ila  aacbocft- 
ty,  shall  be  received  and  treaied." 

The  gentleman  mav  imjnire  of  the  President 
why  he  recommendea  action  on  the  subject.  I 
honor  the  President  for  havinic  had  the  manliness 
and  true  republican  indec^ndence  to  express  his 
sympathy  for  Oovemor  Kossuth,  the  champion 
of  freedom  in  another  hemisphere.  I  have  very 
little  respect,  aad  I  apeak  of  no  penon  here,  for 
any  American  who  calls  himself  a  republican, 
whoseooward  heart  does  notmllow  him  to  exprets 
such  sentiments. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  jiope  that  nothini;  has 
fallen  from  me  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  which 
I  made  which  indicates  to  anybody  that  I  am 
averse  to  expressing  sympathy  for  efforts  in  be- 
half of  human  freedom .  If  I  said  anything  which 
ODuid  authorise  an  inference  of  that  sort,  I  have 
certainly  been  most  unfortunate  in  my  oxprea- 
sions. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  gentleman  stated  expressly 
that  he  did  not  know  enough  of  the  merits  of  that 
resolution,  or  of  the  personal  merits  of  Governor 
Kossuth,  to  justify  us  in  any  declaration  of  sym- 
pathy.  That  is  what  the  gentleman  said,  and  if 
he  is  properiy  reported  he  will  find  himself  so  re- 
ported. I  excuse  the  language,  because  he  has 
spoken  in  great  haste.  While  up,  the^entleman  will 
allow  me  to  aay  that  I  did  not  intend  to  apply  the 
language  which  Nised  a  moment  ago  to  sny  mem> 
ber  of  the  Senate.  I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  respect 
fbr  any  man  who  calls  himself  a  republican  who 
is  not  manly  enough  everywhere  to  express  his 
preference  for  republican  over  monarchical  institu- 
tions, and  his  sympathy  for  those  who  are  engaged 
in  the  great  struggle  for  civil  and  religious  me- 
dom. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  go  fhrther  ^an  that, 
and  say  that  I  have  no  respect  for  any  man  who 
has  not  manUness  and  firtmiiss  enotigh  to  dtelart 
iiia:opiniom  oaall  qnettioOTi  oa^ocKaai< 


If  I  have  been  miderslood  by  any  member  of 
Uiis  body  as  saying  that  I  was  opposed  to  ^e  sz*- 
pression  of  sympathy  for  the  Hungarian  strug* 
glers,  I  htfve  been  much  ausunderstood.  If  the 
reporters  have  got  me  down  in  that  way  lei  them 

T^rt  it. 
could  not  have  used  aoch  language  except  ui 
the  heat  of  debate.    On  thecoi^rary,  I  Wbeatedly 
aaid  diat  the  reforms  which  were  introotieed  by  * 
Kossuth  and  his  associates  deserved  the  hij^eat 
comraendatson  of  everybody. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  beg  to  remind  the  gentlemaii 
of  a  remark  which  he  made  which  wouaded  my 
sensibihties  very  much.  He  said  expressly  that 
we  ought  to  be  on  oar  guard  as  to  enn'essing 
coinmendation  or  approvafof  the  acts  of  th^  Hun- 
garian chiefs,  because,  in  approving  them,  we  rausi 
necessarily  condemn  others-^afloding  to  certain 
tyrannical  Grovemments,  whose  conduct  I  hope 
all  Americans  condemn. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  endeavored ,  as  waU  aa 
I  could,  to  show  ^that  this  was  an  improper  sub* 
ject  to  be  introduced  into  Congress.  But  I  hokl  la 
the  principle  that,  as  an  American  freeman,  I  hava 
the  rig^  to  express  my  ooinions  wherever  and 
whenever  I  please,  in  r4;ara  to  the  institutions  of 
the  worid.  I  hold  that  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple have  that  right,  and  that  all  ought  to  sympa* 
thize  with  the  Hungarian  atruggiera  in  favor  of 
thoae  reforms  which  1  ondersteodi  m3rself  as  com- 
mending. The  gentleman  nrast  have  misimider- 
stood  me,  for  I  could  not  certainly  have  both 
commcoded  and  condemned  the  expression  of 
sympathy  for  those  people. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HALE, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

^■".^^^  ■     I    III       »— ^— ^— 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDHBtDAT,  December  3, 1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  havingbeen  read — 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  aaked  the  unant- 
motts  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution,  explanatory  of  an  act  approved  Sepn 
tember  98»  1850,  a:ititled  "  An  act  erantinrbotuity 
lands  to  certain  officers  and  aol£er8  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States.^' 

Mr.  H.  said:  I  aimply  desire  to  state  to  the 
House  that  it  is  the  same  resolution,  ^th  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  passed  by  the  Houss  of 
Represeatativse  and  the  Senate  last  Congress,  and 
which  fofled  fbr  want  of  tisie  o^  the  partrof  the 
House  to  concur  with  the  Senate  amendment.  I 
think  it  is  a  resolution  in  which  the  constituents  of 
every  member  are  interested,  and  that  it  will  re* 
ceive  the  vote  of  every  individual  in  the  House. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  the  first  and 
second  liine. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  to  know  what  dispo* 
aition  the  gentleman  {Mr.  Haiuus}  desired  to 
make  of  the  reaolu!ti<m) 

Mr.  HARRIS.  My  object  is  to  put  the  mso- 
Itttion  upon  its  pwaage. 

rCries  of  **Read  it!"  "Read  it!'T 

The  msolution  was  read. 

Mr.  MEADB  said t  I  wish  to  have  tiie  Nsohi- 
tion  altered  so  as  to  include  warrants  that  were 
issued  during  the  war  of  1619,  under  an  act  posaed, 
I  think,  that  year.  I  have  several  of  these  old 
warrants,  which  are  not  assignable,  having  been 
heretofore  issued.  Under  tM  new  law  no  claim* 
ant  can  apply  for  a  warrant  who  haa  heretofore 
received  one.  That  class  of  warrants  would  be 
lefl  unassignable  under  this  resolution.  As  the 
policy  of  this  resolution  is  to  make  all  assignable^ 
m  order  to  effect  that  end  I  wiah  to  introduce  a 
few  words  in  amendment.  Those  words  are  to 
the  effect  that  <*  oil  Mher  wm'VMhU  issued  in  porsu- 
aaoe  of  Uws  heretofore  enacted .  * '  Under  the  late 
law,  the  claimants  undev  the  ola  law  of  1811  or 
1813,  who  have  not  already  received  their  war- 
rants, can  apply  and  receive  thAn  now. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geonria.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  This  is  a  biU  for  the  appropri- 
ation of  money,  and  ail  such  bills  must  be  first 
discussed  in  Coimnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  do  not  understand  whether 
the  ^tleman  objects  to  the  disoussioB  of  the  reo- 
olutton  itself,  or  of  the  amendment  prt^Mioed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  My  objecUon  is  to  any 
disauMioB  of  the  subfect  at  this  stage  of  the  reso* 
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lution.  It  must  go  to  the.Coroiiiitt«e  of  the  Whole 
tinder  the  rule  of  the  House  in  reference  to  bilk 
•ppropriatingmoDey. 

Mr.  MElAo£«  This  is  a  mere  motion  to  make 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution.  That  can  be 
done,  and  then  it  may  be  committed.  I  wish  only 
that  my  amendment  be  accepted  by  the  eentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Hakkis,]  which!  am  sure 
'  he  is  willing  to  do,  so  as  to  make  all  warrants 

Mr^kPHENS.  The  rule  of  the  House  is, 
(hat  there  shall  be  no  discussion  of  a  bill  making 
appropriations  udtil  it  shall  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  accept  my  amendment  as  a  part  of  his 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  understand  the  resolution 
contains  an  appropriation  of  money.  Under  the 
rule  it  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  I  understand 
the  resolution,  it  does  not  make  an  appropriation 
at  all,  and  consequently  the  rule  does  not  apply. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Let  the  Clerk  read  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  read. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  we  can  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty in  relation  to  this  resolution  by  striking  out 
all  except  the  first  and  fifth  sections. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  To  avoid  the 
difficulty,  I  propose  to  strike  out  aH  except  the 
first  section:  that  simply  construes  the  law  so  as 
to  make  the  warrants  assignable;  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  receive  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  \Mt,  Meade,]  the  object  of 
which  is  to  muce  a  different  class  of  warrants  as- 
signable. Upon  the  resolution  thus  modified,  I 
demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  a 
Question  of  order.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  proposes  now  to  modify  this  joint 
resolution.  The  resolution,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, is  now  the  property  of  the  House, 
and  it  is  not  competent  for  him,  on  his  own  mere 
motion,  to  modify  or  change  it,  any  more  than  it 
would  be  for  me  to  do  so.  The  resolution  has 
been  offered  and  received  by  the  House;  passed 
from  his  hands;  read,  I  believe,  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  is  now  upon  its  engrossment,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  engrossed,  or  pro]}osed  to  be  passed. 
Vou  roust  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  I  have  just 
as  much  power  over  this  resolution  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Harris,]  and  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  him  to  strike  out,  or  add  any- 
thing to  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  right;  but 
the  Chair  had  supposed  that  there  was  a  general 
acquiescence. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chair  and  the  House  to  the  45th  rule.  After 
a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker  and  read  by  the 
Clerkf  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time 
before  a  decision  or  amendment.  Now,  sir,  I 
conceive  my  colleague  has  a  right  to  withdraw  his 
proposition. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  JoNRfl]  will  see  that  the  rule  referred 
to  contemplates  that  the  mover  of  a  proposition 
shall  have  control  over  it  until  the  House  passes 
upon  it  at  some  of  its  various  stages.  The  reso- 
lution has  been  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  is  now  as  much  in  the  power  of  myself  to 
modify  it  as  the  mover;  but  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  either.  It  is  as  much  my  property  as  that  of 
the  mover  of  the  resolution;  and  as  such,  there 
being  a  section  in  the  bill  that  is  material,  as  I 
conceive,  to  my  constituents,  I  object  to  the  modi- 
fication unless  it  is  done  in  due  form. .  It  proposes 
to  strike  out  a  section  which  I  wish  to  retain. 

Mr.  JONES  called  for  the  reading  of  the  45th 
rule;  and  it  was  read,  as  follows : 

<<  After  a  motion  y  ttAted  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by  the 
Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  In  pOMetsion  of  the  Houm, 
but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a  deciaioo  or 
amendoDent." 

Mr.  JONES.  When  this  proposition  of  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Harris]  was  stated  by  the 
Speaker,  and  read  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  m  the 
possession  of  the  House.  There  has  been  no  de- 
cision upon  this  proposition — there  have  been  no 
amendir.ents  made  to  it  by  the  House;  therefore  it 
has  not  passed  from  under  the  control  of  my  col- 
Jcague,  the  mover  of  it$  and  I  hold  that  he  now 


has  a  right  to  withdraw  it.  He  could  withdraw 
it,  then  modify  and  introduce  it  under  the  notice 
which  he  has  heretofore  given.  I  think  there  can 
be  no  difficulty  about  it  at  all. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Mv  object  is  to 
inake  these  warrants  assignable,  and  I  am  not  par- 
ticular as  to  the  form  or  mode  in  which  it  may  be 
done.  Ifit  is  competent  for  me  to  do  so,  I  will 
withdraw  the  resolution  that  I  hare  offered, 
change  its  form  so  as  to  retain  the  first  section, 
and  move  it  again  in  the  House.  I  would  then 
modify  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  JONES.  With  the  pwmission  of  my  col- 
league, I  will  say  he  cannot  propose  to  amend  it  if 
it  is  a  question  of  appropriation.  Under  tlie  rules, 
it  must  be  first  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union.  My  colleague 
has  a  right  to  withdraw  it  and  present  it  in  a 
modified  form. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  for  the  execution  of  the  order 
in  respect  to  the  drawing  of  seats. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  desire  to  withdraw  the  reso- 
lution I  have  offered. 

Mr.  BURT.  I  object  to  any  further  debate  at 
this  time.  * 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  too 
l^te  for  the  ^ntleman  to  withdraw  his  proposition 
and  submit  it  in  a  modified  form. 

DRAWING  FOR  SEATS, 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  made  yesterday 
in  relation  to  the  drawing  of  seats  was  postponed 
until  half  past  twelve  o'clock  this  day.  The  time 
has  now  arrived  for  the  execution  or  the  order. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  desire  to  state  to  the' 
House  that  niycollea^e,  [Mr.  Gilmore,]  a  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania,  has  been  detainea  in  the 
State  of  Maine  by  the  serious  illness  of  his  wife. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  wish  to  submit  a 
proposition  that  one  of  his  colleagues  may  be  per- 
mitted to  draw  for  him. 
« Mr.  BOCOCK.    I  object  to  that  proposition. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    My  suggesUon  is,  that  one 
of  his  colleagues  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai^ 
be  permitted  to  draw  for  him. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  One  of  my  colleagues  is  also 
absent.  If  we  go  into  that  matter  at  all,  we  should 
include  every^bsentee. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  submit  that  this  is  a  very 
peculiar  case,  on  account  of  the  serious  illness  of 
Mr.  Gilmorb's  wife. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  There  are  several  other  gen- 
tlemen similarly  situated. 

The  GHAIR.  The  execution  of  the  order  will 
be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Almost  every  seat 
here  has  the  name  of  a  member  upon  it;  unless 
members  will  vacate  the  seats,  and  remain  out  of 
them  until  their  names  are  drawn  and  a  selection 
made,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
know  the  seats  that  are  chosen,  or  those  which  are 
vacant. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest,  in 
execution  of  the  order,  that  when  a  member  draws 
his  seat,  he  shall  take  a  piece  of  paper,  paste  his 
name  upon  it,  and  keep  the  seat  until  the  whole 
number  of  seats  aredxawn.  The  Chair  earnestly 
desires  that  each  and  every  gentleman  vrill  feel  it 
his  duty  to  observe  (he  rule,  in  regard  to  draw- 
ing of  seats;  otherwise  we  shall  have  inexplicable 
confusion. 

The  order  directing  the  process  wasythen  read. 
It  provided  as  follows: 

"  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  place  in  a  box  the  name  of 
esch  member  uid  delegate  of  the  Houne  oTRepreeentalivef 
on  a  separate  piece  of  paper;  that  he  then  proceed  in  pret- 
ence or  the  House  to  draw  from  said  box,  one  at  a  time,  the 
said  pieces  of  paper;  and  as  each  is  drav(n,  he  shall  an- 
nounce the  name  of  the  member  or  delegate  upon  it,  who 
shall  then  choose  his  seat  for  the  prewnt  session,  provided 
that  befbre  said  drawing  shall  commence,  the  Speaker  shall 
cause  every  seat  to  be  vacated,  and  shall  see  that  eveiy 
seat  continues  vacant  until  it  is  selected  under  this  order. 
And  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Darby,  of  Missouri,  is  confined  at 
his  lodgings  in  this  citr  by  reason  of  sickntss,  one  of  his 
coUeanies  is  aathorixed  to  select  a  seat  for  him  when  bis 
name  Is  drawn." 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
the  order.  The  members  left  their  seats,  and  re- 
paired to  the  area  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  table. 
The  names  of  the  members,  which  had  been 

E laced  in  the  box,  were  drawn  out,  consecutively, 
y  one  of  the  pages,  until  the  process  was  thus 
completed  and  seats  chosen  by  all  the  members 
present. 

ASSIGNABIUTY  OF  LAND  WARRAIfTS.    . 

The  SPEAKER  fftatad  that  the  raiohitioii  of 


the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  HAftut] 
now  in  order. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  STANDING  COMMITTKE8. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  rise  to  a  privileged 

fuestion,  connected  with  the  organization  of  the 
louse — ^if  the  House  deem  it  necessary.  I  find 
that  it  has  been  usual  to  authorize  the  Speaker, 
by  resolution,  to  appoint  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  House.  I  have  examined  the  rules 
with  a  view  to  determine  the  propriety  of  this 
course,  and  while  I  have  some  doubts  myself  as 
to  the  necessity  of  it,  I  propose  to  follow  the  in- 
variable custom  of  the  House,  and  offer  for  adop- 
tion the  usual  resolution,  which  is  in  these  words : 

Retolcedy  That  the  Speaker  be  aufliorizedto  appoint  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  before  that  resolution  is  acted  on,  to 
allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution  in  rderence  to  the 
printing  of  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Mexico,  thai  Uiat  resolution  wiH 
probably  lead  to  a  discussion.  The  longest  dis- 
cussions we  have  had  in  the  House  have  been  in 
relation  to  these  very  questions;  sometimes  they 
have  arisen  upon  one  resolution,  and  sometimes 
on  another.  The  resolution  I  have  offered  is  the 
usual  one,  and  will  doubtless  be  disposed  of  in  a 
few  moments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resohition, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  first  ascer- 
tain the  character  of  the  proposition  submitted  by 
the  gentleman  from  N^w  Mexico. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  But  it  mattexs  not  what  the 
proposition  is.  The  question  I  desire  to  present 
IS,  whether  it  is  not  now  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  recur  to  the  joint  resolution  or  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  HARRit,]  that  heing  tbo 
unfinished  business  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already  an- 
nounced that  that  is  the  first  business  in  order,  aotf 
nothing  can  interfere  with  it,  unless  it  be  a  qm- 
tion  of  privilege. 

ASSIGNABIUTY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  understood 
the  Chair  as  deciding  that  it  was  not  within  my 
power  to  modify  the  resolution  which  I  offered. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  so  dedded. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  move 
to  commit  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  if  the  House 
will  indulge  me,  I  will  move  immediately  after- 
wards that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
commit  the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  is  now  in  order,  being  the  question 
on  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  aa 
amended: 

Renlved^  That  the  Clerk  cause  to  be  ftmi^ed  to  tiie 
members  of  tills  House,  doiinf  the  present  session,  saeh 
papers  ss  they  mav  direct,  tiie  expense  thereof  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  duly  pepers  to  eadi  swmber,  fhia 
the  commencement  of  the  session. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Robbins  as  amendea. 

^r.  TUCK.  Would  a  motion  to  amend  that 
resolution  by  substituting  "150"  for  ««|30"  be  now 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  No  amendment  would  now 
be  in  order,  as  the  resolution  is  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TUCjK.  Then  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
not  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  amended,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  63,  nays  139;  as  follows: 

YEAS-MsMrs.  Alkeo,  AUisoB,  W*  Apptaion,  AVeistt, 
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B^B,  Eitofcai,  giwrto,  J.  g.  Boyd.  Brlgg,  Briggi, 
V^^MwalU^CImodler,  Clvk,  CUiigiiiftn.Cott- 
wd,  Dim»y,DockeryjI>uneaii)  Eftstniao,  Edger- 
Floyd,  Fowter,  T.J.u.  Puiler,  Gaylord,  Oenliy, 
BaOl,  Haanond,  Haraer,  Isham  Q.  Banis,  8. 
Baity  BaaeaU,  Bem,  Honiion,  Uumar,  Jaek- 
»•  W.  Jotonn,  J.  Olancy  Jnaes,  Preston  Kijig» 
,  Meaeham,  Miller,  Bfolony.  Morehead,  Nabera, 
I,  Porter,  Bobbins,  Sianly,  Ben\)ainin  Stan- 
,  George  W.  Thompson,  Walah,  Wella,  Wtl- 


-««.«^  Abercrombie,  Chari«  AUeii^  WUIU  Al- 
AppleiBa,  Babeock,  Bartlett.  D.  J.  Bailey.  Ben- 
>ek,  Bowae,  Breckenridge,  Brenton,  BrooKs,  6. 
,  Borrow*,  Bint,  E.  C.  Cabell,  J.  CaUe,  Lewu  D. 
,  Thooipaoa  Campbell.  Cartier,  Caskie,  Cbap- 
CteAaUy  Cburcbweil.  Cleveland,  Cobb,  Conger, 
Dttaiet,  George  T.  Davis,  John  6.  Dovis,  Dean, 
k.  ]>oQr,  Dunbam,  Dorkee,  Edmondson,  Evans, 
Fsolkner,  Picklin,  Florence.  Freeman,  Henry  M. 
le,  Goodrich,  Gorman,  Grey,  Grow,  HamiIton,yi 
,  Hebard.  Hendricks,  Uibbard,  HiUyer,  HoUa- 
,  John  Vv .  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Thomas 
c,  laiwtrson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson.  James 
Jolm  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Geone  W.  Jones, 
KinCy  Kuhns,  Kivuu  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace, 
nrard  C.  Bf  arahall^^umphrey  Marshall,  Martin, 
,  9fcDonald,McLanaban,  McNair,  Meade,  Mili- 
ary B«iiry  D.  Moore,  Morriaoo,  Mnrpby,  Murray, 
OaiMW,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Penmman,  Polk,  Price,  Bantoul,  Biddle,  Eobie, 
MS,  KusBell,  Sacket^  Savage,  Schermerhom, 
BchoonmaEer,  Bcttdder.  Scurry,  David  L. 
wmmf  ^yrifoa  S.  Seymoor.  Skelton,  Snum,  Smith, 
,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  R.  H.  Stanlgn,  A.  H.  Ste* 
8trmtloa»  Strotber,  Stnart,  Sutherland,  Benjamin 
Timntop,  Toombs,  Townshend,  Tuck,  Vena- 
Wai^bum,  Watkins,  Welch.  Addison  White, 
•  Waiianw,  and  Woodward->13d. 

So  the  rvsoliition  was  not  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  TILL  SATURDAY. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  is  impossible  to  pro- 
~  vith  the  busioesa  of  this  House  to  any  ad> 
until  the  committees  are  appointed  by  the 
Officer.  I  intend,  therefore,  to  ipove 
dMt  the  ^Hjonse  do  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow, 
sad  then  ve  can  adioui  n  over  until  Monday,  so 
as  %0  Ave  the  Speaker  an  opportunity  to  appoint 
111  I  iiiJiiliiiL  committees  of  the  House.  Tmove 
diat  ifae  Hoase  do  now  adjourn. 
Mr.  STTEPHENS,  of  Georg^ia.  . WUl  the  gen- 
fiom  Illinois  withdraw  that  motion  for  a 
kta,  to  allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution  for 
ii*eoaflidei«tioa  of  the  House? 

RICHARDSON.    I  am  appealed  to  by 

.gentlemen  to  withdraw  my  motion,  so  as 

them  to  present  resolutions;  and  in  order 

an  opportunity  of  so  doing,  I  will 

,  and  now  move  that  when  the 

to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 

agreed  to. 
mXLTBTOBTHB  OFFICIAL  REPORTERS. 
Mr.mraENS,  of  (Georgia,  offered  the  fol- 


Ttaac«Bitte«  of  thrae  be  appointed  by  the 

rftAher  it  be  practicable  to  provide  two 

idK  bar  of  the  House  for  the  Reporters 

il  Globe,  without  incommoding  the 

I  tte  committee  report  npon  the  subject. 

nernsiiition  was  agreed  to. 

JTBWSPAPBRS  FOR  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HKBARD  offered  the  following  resolu- 


That  tfie  Clerk  fomisii  to  each  member  and 
CWs  House,  such  newspapers  as  they  may 
the  COM  not  exceeding  ^30  in  the  wh<rfe,  to  each 


Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 

le  reaolotion  bv  strifiing  out  tne  words  *<  thirty 

sBars/^md  substituting  therefor  '*fiAy  dollars.^' 

Mr.  TUCK  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  preytoos  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
<pie8tion  oraered;  which  main  question  was 
•B  the  ad4Mpdon  of  Mr.  Stanton's  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
rcaohttion  and  amend  meat  upon  the  table. 

Tka  Bwtionwaa  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARTTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
ea  the  adoption  of  the  amendment;  but  they  were 
■oc  oraend^ 

Mr.  FICKLIN  demanded  tellers  on  ordering 
the  jtmm  and  nays;  but  tellers  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
nwndmeet  apon  the  taUe. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  that  motion,  having 
joat  been  voted  down  by  the  House,  was  not  now 


TheqnestioD  was  then  taken  on  Mr«  Stanton's 
aaaB^ncni,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
-^iM94,Boea64. 

flo  tb*  «iModflMiii  wae  agietd  to^ 


Mr  HAMILTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
as  amended  upon  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

*  The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  upon  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  87,  nays  109;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  Andrews,  John  Apple- 
ton,  William  Appleton,  Bartlett.  Breckenridge.  Bnggs, 
George  U.  Brown,  Burrows,  Bnrt,  Cabell,  Thompson 
Campbell,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Chofltain,  Clingman,  Con- 
ger, Cottman,  Geor^  T.  Davis.  Dawson,  Dean,  Duncan, 
Edgerton,  Ewing,  Florence,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Puller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goodenow,  Good- 
rich, Uanunond,  Haws,  Hebard,  Horsi'ord,  John  W.  Howe, 
lugersoll,  Jeutiinti,  Daniel  T.  Jone^  Geoige  G.  King, 
Preston  King,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Mann,  EdwardC.  Marshall, 
Martin,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McNair,  Miner,  Henry  D. 
Moore,  Mocehead,  Morrisfon,  Murray,  Newton,  Outlaw, 
Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Pennlmao,  Perkins, 
Porter,  Price,  Riddle,  Robie,  Ross,  Russell,  Sackett,  Sav- 
age, Schermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Scurry, 
Darid  L.  Sesrmour,  Or^en  8.  Seymour,  Smart,  Snow, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  U.  Stanton.  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Walsh, 
Ward,  and  Washburn — 87. 

NAYS — Messrs.  AhercrtHnbie,  Aiken,  Allison,  Ashe, 
Averett,  Baboock,  Barrere,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bell.  Bibig- 
haus,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Bragg,  Brenton,  Brm>k8,Buell,  Bus- 
by, Cable,  CaldweU,  LewisD.  Campbell.  Cartter,  Caskie^ 
ChuichweU,  Clark,  CleTelaud.  Cobb,  Colcock,  Daniel, 
John  G.  Davis,  Dimmick,  Disney,  Dockery,  Dunham, 
Durkee,  Eastman,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Ficklin, 
Floyd.  Fowler,  Gaylord,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall,  Hamil* 
ton.  Harper,  Isham  G.  Harris.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart, 
Hascall, Uaven|Hendricks, Henn,  Uibbard, HiUyer, Holla- 
day.  Houston,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How.  Ives, 
JacKson,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, Kuhns,  Kurtz,  Letcher, 
Humhrey  Marshall,  McLanabaii,  McMuUin,  Meacham, 
MilUion.Molooy,  Murphy,  Nabera,  Orr,  Peaslee.  Penn, 
Phelps,  Rantoul,  Richardson,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Skelton, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Strother,  Stuart,  Sweetser,  George  W. 
Thompson,  T'K>mbs,  Townshend,  Venable,  Walbridge, 
Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Wiloox,  Wild- 
rick,  Williams,  and  Woodward— 109. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARTTER,  the  House  then 

adjourned. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  A  bill  creating  three  new  land  districti 
in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Also,  a  bill  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the 
location  of  military  bounty  land  warrants  an^  the  entry  of 
lands. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Tennessee :  A  bill  to  encourage 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  for  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  CLARK:  A  bill  providing  for  a  grant  of  public 
lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Du  Buque  to  Keokusk,  and  from  Davenport 
to  Council  Bluffs,  in  said  State. 

By  Mr.  LETCHER:  A  bill  to  change  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  courts  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  and  to 
increase  the  salary  of  the  judge  thereof. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  of  Florida:  A  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Florida 
and  Alabama,  in  aid  of  tlie  construction  of  a  railroad  from . 
the  waters  ot  the  Pensacola  Ray.  in  Florida,  to  Montgom- 
ery, in  the  State  of  Alabai^a,  and  for  other  {mrposes. 

Also,  a  bill  making  a  similar  grant  to  the  State  of  Flori- 
da, in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  **  Florida,  Atlantic,  and 
Gulf  Central  Railroad." 

By  Mr.  MACE :  A  bill  granting  a  portion  ot  the  pnbHc 
lands  to  actual  settlers. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  A  bill  to  select  the  balance  of  the  lands 
to  which  the  State  of  Wisconsin  is  entitled  under  the  act 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  Portage  canal. 

Also,  a  bill  making  a  grant  c^land  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  the  Copper  Mines,  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  to  Chicago. 

Also,  a  bHI  making  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
ti<Mi  ot  a  railroad  from  the  most  ehgible  point  on  Lake 
Midiigau,  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  in  Minnesota  Terri- 
tory. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Arkansas :  A  bill  granting  the 
ri|^t  of  way  through,  and  makins  a  grant  uf  public  lands  to, 
the  suite  of  Arkansas,  in  aid  or  the  eoostruction  of  a  rail- 
road from  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  via  Little  Rock,  to  Ful- 
ton, on  the  Red  river,  and  from  some  point  on  the  Miseis- 
simii  river,  in  Tennessee,  via  Little  Rock,  to  Fort  Smith. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN :  A  Mil  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the 
pant  of  lands  to  the  8lat»  of  Indiana  for  the  benefit  of  a 
State  University,  under  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

By  Mr.  GIDDINGS :  A  bill  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  the 
ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  **  Act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  from  and  aRer  the  1st  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  ^ht  hun- 
dred and  eight." 

PETITIONB,  he. 
The  following  peihioni  and  memorials  were  (Resented 


under  the  nde,aodrelMred  to  the  appropriate  coimnltteeat 

By  Mr.  HENN:  The  petition  of  ThamaM  UcKnight, 
Gensge  H.  McUenry.  Warner  Lewis,  and  Mordecai  MoMey, 
regiPters  and  receivers  of  the  land  office  at  Dubuque, 
asking  additional  compensation  for  locating  military  bounty 
land  warrants. 

Aloo,  the  memorial  of  a  convention  of  994  delegates  firont 
the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  and 
Jhe  Territory  of  Minnesota,  assemMed  at  Burlington,  ifi  the 
State  of  Iowa,  on  the  93d  and  24th  days  of  October,  1851, 
asking  the  removal  of  the  obstmetions  in  the  Missmippt 
'^  river,  at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rook  river  Bai^ds. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  D.  Downey  and  Eastin  Morris, 
register  and  receiver,  and  Jesse  Bowen,  late  r^:i«ter  of  the 
land  office  at  Iowa  City,  asking  additional  compensation 
for  the  location  of  military  bounty  land  warrants. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  W.  Steele  and  39  others,  eitisens  ' 
of  Warren  county,  Iowa,  asking  for  the  establiahmeot  of  a 
mail  route,  &.c.,  from  Osxaloosa,  via  KnoxviUe  and  fndian- 
ola.  to  Winterset. 

By  Mr.  CLARK :  The  petition  of  Thomas  McKnight, 
M.  Mohley,  Warner  Lewis,  and  George  MeHenry,  asking 
additional  compensation  as  land  officers. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  of  Florida :  The  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvements  of  (he  State  of  Florida  for 
the  right  of  way  and  grant  of  public  land  in  said  Stale,  in 
aid  of  die  construction  of  the  Florida,  Atlaatic,  and  OolC 
Central  Railroad. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tbursdat,  December  4, 1851. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 
Mr.  Douglas  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Badger  oC 
North  Carolina,  appeared  in  their  seats  this  morn- 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um,  laid  before  tjie  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  made  . 
agreeably  to  law,  communicating  lists  of  the 
names  of  the  invalids,  widows,  and  orphans  now 
on  the  Navy  pension  rolls  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  communicating  copies  of  his  accounts  for 
the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  1850,  and 
the  first  and  second  quarters  of  Idol,  as  adjusted 
by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating,  agreeably  to  law,  a  report  of  tne 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  snowing  the 
progress  of  that  work  during  the  year  ending  No- 
vember, 1851;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  letter  ftom  John  P.  Gkines,  Govemof 
of  Oregon  Territory,  communicating,  agreeably 
to  law,  information  respecting  the  application  of 
moneys  appropriated  for  public  uses  in  that  Terri- 
tory; whicn  was  read. 

RECESS. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  this  morning  to  seize 
the  first  vacant  moment  in  the  business^of  the 
Senate,  to  attend  to  a  highly-important  matter, 
fearins:  that  it  might  be  overlooked  if  not  now  at- 
tended to.  I  hope  that  my  friend  from  Wiscon- 
sin [Mr.  WalkerJ  will  give  me  his  attention,  and 
that  on  this  occasion  I  shall  be  happy  enough  to 
obtain  his  concurrence.  If  I  do  obtain  it,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate. 
I  move  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  honorable  Senator  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  has  had  such  a  very  ar- 
duous and  laborious  duty  to  discharge  during  that 
partion  of  the  session  which  has  already  elapsed, 
that  I  shall  give  him  my  concurrence  m  his  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Sen- 
ator. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  also,  surviving  officers  and  sol- 
diers, and  widows  and  children  of  those  deceased 
who  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  for  a  modification 
of  the  bounty  land  act  of  September  20,  1850,  so 
as  to  give  to  each  of  the  persons  intended  to  be 
benefited  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land. 

Also,  of  John  A.  Ragan,  of  Louisiana,  for  aid 
to  enable  him  to  execute  a  plan  which  he  nas  dis- 
covered to  prevent  the  overaow  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  to  drain  and  reclaim  the  inundated  lanas 
of  the  valle3rs  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributa- 
ries. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  petition  of  the  pres- 
ent register  and  receiver,  and  the  late  incumoents 
of  the  land  office  at  Defiance,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
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for  addrttonal  compansa^n  ft>r  locmtiiig  imlittuT' 
bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  th«  pMttton  of  B. 
Foster  Pratt,  praying  compensation  for  tl^e  ser- 
Tices  and  sufierin^a  of  his  father  in  the  revolu- 
tionaryvwar.    Laid  on  the  table. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  way  and  a  do- 
nation of  public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from 
Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river;  ^ 
^  A  bril  granting  a  right  of  w^jr  An<l  a  donation 
of  public  lands  for  mddng  a  railroad  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Memphis; 

A  joint  resolution  conferring  on  Major  General 
Winnekl  Soott  the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenaiit  Gen- 
eral; and 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Al&bama  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  making 
•  railroad  (Vom  Gtrard.to  Mobile  Bay. 

Mr.  GWIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  equip  and  dispatch  suit- 
able vessels,  with  competent  officers,  to  explore 
and  examine  that  portion  of  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean  embraced  in  the  route  and  course  to  and 
^m  C)itna  and  Japan,  the  Philipine  Islands,  &c., 
with  the  view  to  facilitate  commercial  intercourse. 

Mr.  FISH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  Mint  of  the 
United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  QWIN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing bills;  which  were 'severally  read  a  first  time  and 
oraered  to  a  second  reading: 

A  bill  to  authorize  and  direct  the  payment  of 
certain  moneys  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
California  which  were  collectea  in  the  ports  of 
said  State  as  a  revenue  upon  imports  since  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico^  and  prior  to 
the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union; 

A  bill  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of  California; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  qf  the  public 
lands  in  California,  the  granting  of  donation  priv- 
ileges thereon,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 

A  bill  to  create  a  Board  or  Commissioners  for 
the  examination  and  payment  of  claims  against  the 
United  States  growing  out  of  the  conquest  of  Cal- 
^tfomia. 

Mr.  GEYER,  in  pursuance  of  prevtoua  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauceabill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  to  ue  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  railroaa  from  the 
city  of  St.  Louis  to  the  western  limits  of  said 
State;  which  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered  to 
a  second  readine. 

Mr.  MORTON,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
ffranting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of 
umds  to  the  States  of  Florida  and  Alabama,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  waters 
of  Pensacola  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  to 
Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution  explanatory  of  the  act  approved  Sep- 
tember 28»  ISiSO,  entitled  **  An  acterantinf  bounty 
lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States;'"  which  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

THX  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  in  pursuance  of 

Srevious  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
uce  a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  syropaUiy 
of  Congress  for  the  exiled  Irish  patriots.  Smith 
O'Brien,  Thos.  F.  Meagher,  and  their  associates; 
which  was  read  a  first  time  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

COMPROMI8B  MEASURES* 

Mr.  FOOTE»  of  Mississippi.  I  gave  notice  the 
other  day,  although  it  was  not  necessary  according 
to  our  rules,of  a  resolution  in  relation  to  thasom- 


promise  measures,  so  called.    I  now  introduce 
the  resohilaon.    I  wish  it  to  be  read. 
[The  resolution  was  read  as  published  on  paga 

81.] 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Miastssippi.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  bear  with  me  while  I  make  a  ainsle  remark, 
which  is  this:  I  expect  to  leave  thia  place  on  the 
30th  day  of  this  month.  I  am  exceedingly  anx- 
ious to  carry  such  a  resolution  as  this  home  with 
me,  for  various  reasons  which  I  need  not  state.  It 
is  the  only  fiivor  which  I  shall  ask  of  the  Senate 
during  the  present  session,  and  I  treat  that  no  op- 
position will  be  made  to  my  motion  to  take  it  up 
now  for  consideration,  with  the  view  of  maksng  it 
the  special  order  of.  the  day^for  Monday  next,  at 
one  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi asks  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  this  time.    It  requires  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Then  I  object  to  it,  because  I 
think  this  resolution  should  not  take  precedence 
of  the  important  business  which  has  been  already 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  feel  very  much 
flattered  that  the  opposition  comes  from  that  quar- 
ter, and  I  hope  it  wul  be  continued.  We  mean  to 
put  it  down. 

Mr.  CHASE.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  con- 
tinued. 

INTBROOEAmC  SHIP  OAIf  AL. 

Mr.  OWIN  submitted  the  following,  which  lies 
over  under  the  rule: 

Retolvedf  Ttiat  the  Preoident  of  the  United  State*  be  re- 
quested to  communlcaie  to  the  Senate  a  dispatch  Bddre«i>ed 
by  Mr.  Niles,  late  AmeriCHn  ChaiiB<  d'A^ireii  to  Sardinia, 
to  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton.  Secretary  ot'  State,  on  the 
miblect  of  a  ahip  channel  to  anlte  the  water*  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans,  having  dale  dOth  June,  1849,  if  in  hii 
opinion  such  communicatiOD  can  be  made  without  ii^ory 
to  the  public  tntereet. 

COAST  SURVEY. 
Mr.  PEARCE.  It  has  been  usual,  I  believe, 
to  order  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  I  submit  an  or- 
der on  that  subject,  which  will,  I  suppose,  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  five  thousand  five  hundred  additional 
copies  of  tiie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  'rrea«ory,  and 
the  accompanying  report  of  tile  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  be  primed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  ttiat  five 
hundred  copies  of  this  number  be  supplied  lo  the  Supeiin- 
leodent  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition  will  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY, 
Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  over  under  the  rale: 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  instructed 
to  infonathe  Senate  if  the  Navy  Department  has  been  in- 
formed of  any  violations  6f  the  law  of  the  United  States 
abolisbinf  fiofglng  in  the  naval  service,  by  any  ofilcers  of 
the  Navy;  and  if  so,  what  measures,  if  any,  has  the  Secre- 
taiy  taiceo  to  vindicate  the  )aw. 

PUBUC  LANDS  IN  OHIO. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  move  that  the  bill  which  I  in- 
troduced the  other  day,  to  grant  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  the  unsold  ar>d  nnappropriated  public  lands 
remaining  in  said  State,  be  now  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration, so  that  it  may  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ahall 
have  any  objection  to  ^e  gentleman's  bill;  but  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  now  be  printed. 
It  will  be  referred,  of  course,  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  when  the  committee  shall  have  been 
oiganized.  When  bills  are  reported  by  commit- 
tees, I  believe,  undfr  our  rules,  they  are  printed 
for  the  uae  of  the  Senate,  without  any  motion  for 
that  purpose.  If  this  bill  be  now  printed  before 
its  reference,  when  it  shall  have  been  reported  it 
will  be  reprinted,  and  then  we  shall  have  the  same 
bill  printed  twice,  at  a  double  cost.  I  hope  that 
the  Senator  will  withdraw  his  motion,  for  I  can 
see  no  food  object  to  be  advanced  by  it. 

Mr.  CHASK.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  will  withoraw  the  opposition  which 
he  makea  to  the  motion,  when  he  understands  the 
precise  state  of  (he  facts.  This  bill  was  reported 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  There  now  remaina  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  only  something  less  than  three  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land,  and  that  chiefly 
worthless,  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  cede 
to  the  State.  It  was  drawn  up  at  the  Land  Office, 
and  has  all  the  guards  which  that  bureau  tho^^t 
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fit  to  impose  imon  it.  Under  these  oitcamatanccsf 
having  come  nroih  a  committee  of  this  body,  hav-» 
ing  had  the  sanction  <^  one  of  the  Departments, 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  permitted  to  be  printed,  aa 
teveral  bills  have  already  been.  I  trust  that  the 
printing  of  it  will  not  afain  become  necessary*  but 
that  printing  it  now  wul,  in  point  of  fiict,  faetUtata 
ita  consideration. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  would  atate  to  the  Sen- 
ate, that  what  I  said  was  more  a  matter  of  sug- 
geation  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  than  oppoaition 
on  my  part  to  the  measure,  aa  he  seems  to  under 
stand  it.  I  withdraw  all  opposition  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOOTE,-  of  Mississippi.  Can  a  aing^ 
member  successfully  oppose  tnis  proposition  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  air.  The  proposi- 
tion  is  simply  a  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  question,  then,  is:  whether 
there  ia  any  oppoaition.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  at  this  moment  desires  this  as  a  fhvor  from 
the  Senate.  As  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  returning 
evil  for  evil,  and  especially  as  I  do  not  wiah  to  re- 
turn illiberality  for  illiberality,  I  ahaU  Ttry  gladly 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  voting  for  the  propo- 
sition. 

The  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  W^eea  to. 

Mr.  CMAI^.  I  am  about  to  submit  a  motion 
for  the  printing  of  the  bill.  But  before  I  do  so,  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  in  roponae  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Miaaissippi.  I  think  the  Senate  will 
bear  me  witneas,  that  during  the  whole  period  of 
my  service  in  this  body,  I  have  never  been  waul- 
ing in  liberality  to  my  brother  Senatora.  And  if 
I  nave  objected  to  the  consideration  at  this  time 
of  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator,  it  wu 
from  a  deference  to  the  pubHc  interesta»  and  not 
from  a^  personal  illiberality  towards  Mna. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    I  am  sure,  from  the  language  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  that  he  could  not  nave 
heard  my  application  to  the  Senate.    I  ataRd  that 
I  ahould  leave  this  city,  and  leave  my  seat  hers 
vacant,  on  the  20th  of  this; month,  and  I  had  only 
one  fovor  to  ask  of  the  members  of  this  foody  in* 
ring  the  present  session,  and  that  was,  the  sunple 
favor  of  allowing  the  reaolution  which  I  boie 
introduced,  and  which  I  hope  will  not  cause  any 
serious  debate,  to  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  next  at  one  o'clock.    I  did  not  suppose 
any  member  would  refuae  such  a  favor.    T  merely 
explain  this,  that  it  may  be  understood  how  the 
thing  stands.    If  the  gentleman  thinks  that  he  is 
really  entitled  to  commendation  for  his  liberal  dia> 
position,  I  hope  he  will  presently  withdraw  his 
oppoaition  to  tnat  request. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  hid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    I  now  propose 
to  renew  the  motion  which  I  made  some  tune  ago. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  did  not,  ai  J 
aupposed,  hear  the  statement  which  I  naade  ex- 
planatory of  the  reaaons  why  I  wiahed  the  reto- 
lution  in  regard  to  the  compromise  measures  to  be 
taken  up;  and  he  has  been  courteous  enough  to 
withdraw  hia  objection.    I  hope  no  opposition 
will  be  made  in  any  quarter  to  have  that  resolution 
considered  at  this  time. 

There  being  no  objection*  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Miaaiaaippi,  its 
further  consideration  was  postponed  till  Monday, 
at  one  o'clock,  and  it  was  made  the  special  order 
for  that  time. 

RECEPTION  AND  ENTBRTAIKMSfVT  OP  KOS- 
SUTH. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  call  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  joint  resolution  to  provide 
for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  Louia  Kos* 
suth,  Governor  of  Hungary,  in  the  United  States, 
is  now  before  the  Senate  for  conaideiation. 

Mr.  HALE.  Waa  not  twelve  and  a  half  o'clock 
to-day  assigned  for  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No  such  assignment  was 
made. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  wish  to  aak 
leave  to  withdraw  the  resolntion  now  before  the 
Senate.  I  will  aimply  atate  in  relation  to  the  matter, 
that  inaamsch  as  1  find  opposition  to  this  resolu- 
tion coming  from  aa  «n«Kpae(ad  quaftar*  and  as 
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I  «■»  BotwilliRf  tbsitliAtiiMef  tfaaScttateafaall 
b«  ooeqpied  witk  a  long  dwownion  on  th«  «:A|j«ct, 

M  tlie  raiKiHiiioD,  if  oof  aoUd  upon 

imiiMdttielft  mn  dono  good,  with 

c€  tke  Seaatft  I  would  like  t9  wididmw 

leaTe  the  GoTernor  of  Hungirry  to  the  A4- 

ioa«nd  the  p^jde,  f«r  ^i^  will  deal  with 

most  liberally. 

i^mrm  hmg  grancad,  tha  raaokrtioB  waft  "vnth- 


liiL  3SW  ARD.    I  gira  aolfee  that  I  wiU  at 
eaHy  day  aak  leave  to  iBiroduoe  a  joint  raa- 
II  dacUnng  that  the  Ooagraaa  of  the  United 
,  tn  the  nam*  and  in  beaalf  of  the  people, 
to.  LiOuia  Koaanth  a  cordial  weleeaie  to  the 
and  to  the  eotuHirr. 
reaohxiioii  b  an  Ibliawa: 


kmd    hy  the  Stnatt  and  Bomte  •f  Btmmtmluth£§ 
m  UtdM  StalM  in    CpMTMa  mnmUti^  TbM  the 

of  the  Uoilad  Stttea,  in  tl|e  Muue  and  bebalf  of 

of  the  (Jaited  States,  give  Lonia  Koaaoih  a  cor- ' 
to  the  capital  and  tt»  the  coimti7. 

ELSCTIOR  OF  k  CHAPLAUT. 

Hr.  HALE.    I  move  that  we  now  pn>ceed  to 

a  Chauphdn. 
Mr.  BADGER.    la  it  in  order  to  more  to  pro- 
to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  before  the  adop- 
of  %  reaolutiiondadAnng  that  a  Chaplain  ahall 
be  elected? 

na  P&ESIDENT.  The  naual  mode  has  been 
io  litoduGe  a  reaolution  for  the  election  of  a 
Cfasdam,  and  then  to  designate  the  period  when 
he  atall  be  elected.  In  this  case  a  simple  motion 
waaa^ptad  to  elect  a  Chaplain  at  one  o'clock 
lay.  That  hour  was  passed  over  in  conse- 
of  the  Senate  being  engaged  in  other  busi- 
~  the  Chair  could  not  execute  the  order. 
llir.  HALE*    Then  I  ofiTer  the  following  reao- 

That  two  Ubaplaina  be  appointed  to  Congreti 
t  aeaafcrn,  one  by  eacn  Houae,  who  ibaH 

dr. 

£R.    I  SQppoae  that  reaolution  lies 


PRESSDETn*.  It  liea  over  as  a  matter  of 
flfaaa  the  9§nate  choosea,  by  a  unanimous 
t»  nake  it  m>. 

,  the  seoate  adjourned  to  Monday 


BOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaTUBOATy  JDeeonfter  6,  1851. 
Thi  Htnaa  me!  at  twelre  o'dook,  m.    The 
UmmA  of  Wed^eaday  having  been  read, 

Hr.POLKsaid  he  found  that  his  name  had 

nf*>wi  rt»Mdsd  in  the  final  Tota  on  the  reaolu- 

iMft  ^  lamtUaavapapera  for  the  members.    He 

^laa  fnsoil «.  dutt   occasion,  and  had  voted 

tffjatk  iha  f lanhn  ■!  u .    He  deaired  that  the  Jouv- 

aal  BHighl  ^  a9  samcted. 

TkmfwmBm  objection,  and  the  Journal  waa 
^gitnii^htmntxxi&i  accordingly. 
TV/sobmI  via  then  approved. 
IBhe  Wbwiag  membera  appeared  to-day,  were 
"li^  had  look  their  seata,  viz  :  Measrs. 
H.  BavD,  of  New  York;  Jaiws  M.  H. 
of  Thginia;  AutxAVDBR  Whits,  of  Ala- 
t;  Lena  Str.  Maetdt  and  J.  Artistidb  Lam- 
%«(  fjoniaiana;  Wm .  H.  B1MSI.&,  of  lUmois; 
▼eumv  E.  Howjuu>,  of  Texas. 
ifr.  GOBBaaid:  I  hcdd  in  my  hand  a  bUl, 
whack  I  wiD  send  to  the  Speaker's  desk,  of  which 
I  ^mm  ^tau  previovs  notice.  And  I  desire  to 
pveaocica  to  the  House,  that  when  it  ahall  have 
ossK  asad  1  wifl  move  that  it  be  pot  vepan  its  paa- 
It  ia  simple  in  ita  baannga,  and  if  the 
win  ^e  me  ita  ear  for  a  moment  until  it 
is«iad«  I  thiak  them  will  be  bo  difficulty  in  ita 


TU  SPEAKER.  WiU  the  gentleman  from 
[Mr.  Cobb]  indulge  the  Chair  while  he 
soma  commwnicatKMia  from  the  Dmiart- 

Th«  SPEAKER  laid  before  Ihe  Houae  a  letter 

the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Statea,  commu- 

eopiea  of  hia  aecounta  for  the  third  and 

<pM»tan  of  the  year  1850«and  the  first  and 

<|oartens  n^  18dl,  as  ad|t)ated  by  the  ac- 

g  offiecra  of  the  Treasury^. 

A1bi»»  a  report  of  the  Seerelary  of  the  Treasury , 

rwnwBwnMfntMg,  Bgreaably  to  law,  a  report  of  the 

«ds»tof  the  Ceiaat  Snrvey,  ihowing  the 

hof  that  vBrkduiDg  the  year  ending.  K^ 
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Mr.  JQNES,  of  Tenaeasee.  I  move  that  the 
commumcatioB  frooi  the  Treasury  Department  be 
referred  to  the  Comoiittee  of  Wayaand  Means, 
and  be  printed. 

Mn  RICHARDSON.  I  rke  ta  a  queation  of 
order.  There  is  no  such  committee  to  whiah  it 
can  be  referred .  I  mov«  to  laythe  oommanioation 
upon  the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  as  to 
one  of  the  communicationa  upon  the  table — the  re- 

r>rt  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
desire  to  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed,  and  that  ten  thousand  extra  copies  be 
printed,  five  thousand  of  whieh  to  be  at  the  dis- 
poaal  of  the  Coast  Survej  Bureau,  it  ii  the 
usual  number  of  extra  copies,  and  this  report  is 
still  more  valuable  than  any  preceding  one  on  this 
auli^ect. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  am  opposed 
to  that  motion,  and  shall  move,  when  the  com- 
mitteea  are  appointed,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  to  report  upon  the  i)ro- 
priety  of  printing  the  extra  numbers.  That  is  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  I  have 
no  objections  to  its  bein^  ordered  to  be  printed; 
but  as  to  the  printing  of  any  extra  copies  I  do 
obiect. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  I  wish  to  inquire  how  this  subject  was 
brought  before  the  Houae? 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanimoua  consent 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  believe  it  has  been  customary 
in  former  years  to  print  extra  numbers  of  this 
document. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  thegentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans,] 
that  the  rule  requires  all  propositions  for  printing 
extm  numbers  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
That  is  the  rule  only  reapeotang  the  President's 
message* ana  accompanymg  doeumenta.  If  the 
^tleman  will  examine  the  rule  he  wiH  see  how 
4t  is,  and  that  it  doea  not  wapafij  to  the  printing  of 
this  document. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Oeorgia.  I  know  it  has 
been  uaual  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies  of 
this  report,  but  I  h^iYe  never  been  satisfied  tha(  it 
is  proper  to  do  so,  and  I  am  less  satisfied  now 
thanj  have  heretofore  been;  and  until  there  has 
been^'a  report  of  a  committee  upei^  the  propriety 
of  so  doing,  I  shall  oppoae^  the  pnnting  of  extra 
copies.  It  is  attended  with  immense  expense,  and 
with  but  little  or  no  profit. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Houae,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  a  few  mo- 
ments. There  is  perhaps  no  document  which 
emanates  from  the  Govemn^ent  in  greater  demand 
or  of  higher  importance  than  this.  Commercial 
men  everywhere — ^not  onljr  here,  but  over  the 
whole  glooe— aend  foV  copies  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey; and  we  havo>had  more  calls  for  it,  from  every 
part  of  the  world — from  North  and  South  America, 
from  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa — than  we  have 
ever  been  able  to  supply.  I  will  show  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  [Mr.  Stbpbens]  the  importance 
of  this  document  and  the  reasons  why  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  the  printing  of  it.  As  I 
stated  a  little  while  ago,  there  is  in  this  document 
moi^  than  three  thousand  two  hundred  geographi- 
cal posts,  for  the  first  time,  ascertained  with  en- 
tire accuracy — posts  of  the  highest  importance  to 
commerce  and  to  the  navy;  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  important  points  on  the  coast,  and  con- 
cerning which  it  is  highly  desirable  that  informa- 
tion should  be  civen  at  once  to  commercial  men 
everywhere.  Now,  if  this  were  a  new  motion, 
on  a  new  subject,  it  might  be  important  that  it 
ahould  be  examined  by  a  committee.  But  it  has 
been  examined  by  Ihe  Committee  on  Printinr,  in 
former  Congresses,  from  time  to  time  and  from 
year  to.  year,  and  an  extra  number  has  always 
been  ordered.  We  have  the  concurrence  of  all 
former  Printing  Committees  to  which  this  subject 
has  ever  been  referred,  in  fovor  of  printing  extra 
numbers.  I  am  not  in  fiivor  of  incurring  extra 
and  unnecessary  expense;  but  this  document  is 
in  great  demand,  and  continual  calla  are  made 
upon  the  Department  and  upon  numbers  of  the 
HoQse  for  it.  It  eontains  much  infomnation  in 
regard  to  light-houses  and  their  posts.  It  contains 
also  the  lesoiag  linea,  and  Bailing  lines,  and  direct 
tiona  for  the  most  important  parts  of  the  coast*— 


as  I  said  before,  the  ktituda  and  loBgttude  of  a 
vaat  number  of  places  highly  imponaat  U>  the 
sailing  part  of  the  world. 

I  mk.  no  deviation  from  the  (ndiaary  course..  It 
hUB  alwaya  been  usual,  when  that  doeomeBt  has 
come  here  and  been  laid  upon  the  table,  to  print 
it,  and  then  to  print  the  qbmI  extra  numbers,  of 
which  the  Dwartraent  has  had  the  control  of  a 
saitaiii  part  of  them. 

I  oannet  imagine  whv  the  geallemanffirom  Geoiw 
gia  [Mr.  Stbpbxns]  slMHlld  oppoae  it.  He  op* 
poasa  it  because  of  its  extravagance.  He  cannot 
oppose  it  because  of  its  impropriety;  for,  of  the 
vast  number  of  printed  documents  that  emanate 
from  this  House,  this  is  tfne  of  the  vefy  few  use- 
fUl  ones,  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  printing  extra  numbers  of  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Viiginia.  I  do  not  attach  the 
importance  to  this  matter  of  printing  extra  copies 
of  this  document  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary^ 
land  [Mr.  Evans]  seems  to  attach  to  it.  I  repre- 
aent  the  Chaaapeake  Bay,  in  part,  and  nearly  all 
the  sea-coaat  of  Virginia.  The  importance  of^Uiis 
eoaat-aurvey  cannot  well  be  overrated,  but  you 
cannot  supply  the  whole  demand  for  it  by  any 
number  01  c<mies  that  you  will  print.  The  great 
importance  ot  it  consists  in  its  going  into  the  handa 
of  the  chartmakera,  for  from  thia  coast-survey 
they  make  out  their  charts,  which  are  kept  regu*- 
larly  for  sale  in  all  the  cities  and  towns  in  the 
Umted  States;  and  vessel-ownersean  supply  them* 
aelves. 

Mr.  PHEXPS.  I  rise  to  a  ipieetioB  of  order. 
This  proposition  to  print  extra  numbers  of  this 
document  roust,  of  necessity,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  in  accordance  with  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  Housea  of  Congress, 
passed  in  1846.  I  ask  that  the  first  dense  of  the 
3d  section  of  that  resolution  be  read. 

It  was  accordingly  read,  as  follows: 

« That  all  motfoBi  to  print  extra  number*  of  aay  WU, 
paper,  or  document,  in  either  Hooae,  thall  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing  of  that  Houpe,  who  sha)! 
report  00  the  propriety  of  printlngr,  and  the  probable  ex- 
pense ttiereof,  aa  early  aa  convaaieni.'' 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  was  about  to  rise  to  the 
same  point.  I  have  also  here  a  copy  of  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  arra  I  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Evans]  to  it.     It  says,  *•  Mr.  Winthrop 

•  moved  that  four  thousand  copies  of  the  report 
'on  the  coast-survey  be  printed,  which  motion 

*  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  I^Tnting."  It 
seems,  therefore,  that  in  corroboration  of  this  con- 
struction of  the  rules  of  the  House,  its  practice  haa 
been  to  ref^  such  motions  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  when 
this  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  till  Tuesday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  cannot  be  en- 
tertained while  the  gentlemen  firom  Viiginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  has  possession  of  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAVLY.  I  had  nearly  concluded  my 
remarks.  "  ■ 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  motion  before  the  House  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  61st 
rule. 

The  mle  was  then  read,  as*foTlows: 

*<  A  pfopositton  requesting  Information  of  the  Preafdent 
of  ttie  United  Statea,  or  dht»eting  tt  to  be  fhmiihed  by  the 
head  of  elthar  of  ^e  Executtva  Ocpamaama,  or  by  die 
Poatmaater  General,  ar  to  priat  an  extra  naoiber  of  any 
document  or  other  matter,  exceptinc  the  meaaages  of  the 
President  to  both  Houses  at  the  commencement  of  each 
aeaaion  of  Congreaa,  and  the  reports  and  docomenti  con- 
aaatad  with  or  referred  to  in  it,  ahall  he  on  die  taUe  ono 
day  for  consideration,  unless  otherwise  ordered  b^  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House;  and  all  such  proposi  tiona 
shall  betaken  up  for  consideration  in  the  order  in  which 
ihey  were  preacated,  iromeAately  after  reporta  are  called 
Ibr  flrom  aelect  conuntttees;  and  when  ad<^ted,  the  0\9A 
ahall  cause  the  aame  to  be  delivered." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  take  occasion 
to  remark,  that  there  seems  to  be  some  conflict  be- 
tween the  rule  of  the  House  and  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  Chahr 
is  aware  that  extra  numbers  of  the  President's 
massages  and  accompanying  documents  have  been 
printed  at  the  beginning  of  each  Congress-   ■ 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  (iatemipting 
the  Chur,)  aaid:  If  the  Chair  will  allow  me,  the 
part  of  the  61st  rule  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  has  regard  solely  to  the  old  rule  of  the 
House  whieh  reouired  that  all  motions  to  print 
extra  numbers  or  any  docunnmt  ahall  lie  upon  the 
table  one  day.    In  1846  a  joint  reaokition  wais 
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passed  requiring  that  motions  to  print  extra  num- 
bers of  any  document  shall  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that',  un- 
der the  rule  of  the  House,  the  motion  must  lie 
over. 

The  motion  can  be  entered,  but  not  acted  "upon. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Then  I  shall  not  press  the  matter 
further.  I  submit  the  motion  that  ten  thousand 
extra  copies  be  printed;  and,  acccording  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  the  motion  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire,  before  this  matter 
has  passed  from  before  the  House,  to  suggest  to 
the  eendeman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans,  1 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  order  the  usual 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed  now,  and  let  the 
extra  numbers  lie  over?  I  think  it  is  better  to 
take  that  course,  and  by  the  time  the  usual  num- 
ber are  printed  we  can  dispose  of  the  extras. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  fit>m 
Alabama  make  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Yes,  sir.  I  move  that  the 
report  do  lie  upon  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr,  STEPHENS.  The  Chair  does  not  com- 
prehend the  point  I  suggested.    **A  proposition 

*  requesting  information  from  the  President  of  the 

*  United  States,  or  directing  it  to  be  furnished  by 

*  the  head  of  either  of  the  executive  departments, 

*  or  by  the  Postmaster  General,"  &c.  That  was 
the  old  rule.  The  amended  rule  then  goes  on  to 
•ay:  **  or  to  print  an  extra  number  of  any  docu- 

*  ment,  or  other  matter,  excepting  messages  of  the 
<  President  to  both  Houses,  at  the  commencement 

*  of  each  session  of  Congress,  and  the  reports  and 

*  documents  connected  with,  or  referred  to  in  it," 
Ac.  The  joint  rule  passed  in  1846,  requires  that 
these  documents  shall  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing.  This  is  the  rule  that  is  to  apply 
in  this  case;  because  this  document,  having  been 
referred  to  in  the  President's  message,  forms  one 
of  the  exceptions,  and  hence  does  not  go  over. 

Mr.  EVANS,  i  would  suggest,  that  by  gen- 
eral consent,  this  motion  to  print  ten  thousand 
extra  capies  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  when  that  committee  shall  have  been 
appointed.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  disposi- 
tion should  be  made  of  it. 

[Cries  of  "  No  objection  !*'  "  No  objection !"] 

Mr.  EVANS  continued.  I  will  say  just  one 
word  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hons- 
tok]  in  relation  to  his  suggestion,  that  the  House 
first  order  the  usual  number  of  copies  to  be  print- 
ed, and  leave  the  extras  to  be  disposed  of  after- 
wards. That  gentleman  will  see  that  if  we  adopt 
his  suggestion,  and  the  House  at  some  subsequent 
time  order  the  extra  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed,  the  type  will  have  to  be  reset.  Suppose 
we  order  the  usual  number  of  copies  to  be  printed 
now,  and  the  committee  delay  to  report  for  some 
days:  the  type  will  have  to  bfe  set  up  again,  and 
we  shall  be  put  to  double  the  expense. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  supposing  the  com- 
mittee will  not  do  its  duty.  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing, however,  that  the  motion  shall  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

It  was  then,  by  general  consent,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  when  appointed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  ask  that  the  bill  I  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  desk  be  read,  and  that  it  be  put  upon 
its  passage.  The  necessity  of  its  immediate  pas- 
sage win  appear  upon  its' face,  and  I  trust  there  will 
not  be  a  man  upon  this  floor  to  oppose  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  required  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CARTTER  objected. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative,  it  not 
being  in  order  to  suspend  the  rules  except  on 
Mondays. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  see  the  House  is  not  in  a  state 
for  action  to-day.  I  withdraw  my  motion. 
[Laughter.l 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tues- 
day next,  to  afford  time  to  the  Speaker  to  arrange 
the  committees. 

[Cries  of  **  No,  nol  let's  meet  on  Monday."] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 


The  question  was-  then  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative— ayes  117,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  LETCHER  asked  that  the  motion  be  with- 
drawn, in  order  to  allow  him  to  present  an  appli- 
cation to  withdraw  certain  papers. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  refused  to  withdraw. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and 

The  House  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  WAL8B:  Asupplemeut  tnthe  act  of  Septem- 
ber 98th,  1850,  entitled  "  An  act  granting  bounty  land  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
military  searvice  of  tiie  United  StMes,"  empowerins  the 
heirs  at  law  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  who  held  in 
their  lifetime  certificates  jiot  located,  to  locate  the  same  in 
their  own  names. 

Also,  a  bill  making  the  counteriMting  of  boun^  land 
certificates  and  other  instruments  of  value,  a  criminal 
oflfence. 

By  Mr.  8TR0THER :  A  billfor  the  relief  of  the  Orange 
and  AJexandda  Railr«ad  Company. 

By  Mr.  COBB :  A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  W.  J.  Price,  of 
the  county  of  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR  t  A  bill  farther  to  extend  the  time  fbr 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  returning  sur- 
veys thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

PETITIONS. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  Qnd«'  the  rule, 
and  referred  to  the  appropriate  couunittees: 

By  Mr.  BOWNE :  The  petition  of  Thomas  B.  Cottrill, 
for  compensation  for  damages  sustained  by  seizure  of  the 
schooner  Essex  by  the  Mexican  Government ;  and  the  pe- 
tition of  Edward  C^nn.  for  increase  of  pensiim. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  H.  J.  D.  Bruin  and 
43  others,  citisens  of  Adams  county,  Ohio,  praying  Con- 

fress  to  relieve  Lindsay  Gossett,  as  one  of  the  secunties  of 
saac  Grutsman,  late  postmaster  at  Scott,  in  Adams  coun- 
ty, Ohio. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  of  Florida:  The  netition  of  Antonio 
Alvares,  for  arrears  of  pa^  as  keeper  or  the  archives  at  St. 
Augustine. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  8,  1851. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler.    • 

The  following  Senators,  in  addition  to  those 
who  appeared  last  week,  took  their  seats  this 
morning: 

Mr.  KtrsK,  from  Texas;  Mr.  Bell,  from  Ten- 
nessee; Mr.  Butler  ajrid  Mr.  Rbett;  from  South 
Carolina;  Mr.  Downs,  from  Louisiana;  Mr.  Bor- 
land, from  Arkansas. 

COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
business  of  the  Senate  will  be  promoted  by  the 
appointment  of  our  standing  committees,  which 
will  supersede  the  necessity  of  laying  business  on 
the  table,  and  hereafter  again  taking  it  up  for 
reference.  I  therefore  move  that  the  35th  rulfe  of 
the  Senate  be  suspended,  and  that  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  will  be  found  in  the  list  which  I 
send  to  the  Chair,  constitute  the  committees  of  the 
Senate  for  the  present  Congress.  The  35th  rule 
provides  that  the  election  of  chairmen  and  mem- 
bers of  the  committees  shall  be  by  ballot.  I  un- 
derstand, however,  that  time  can  be  saved  and 
much  trouble  obviated.  By  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  the  rule  can  be  waived,  and  I 
hope,  by  general  concurrence,  the  list  which  I 
send  up  will  be  adopted. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  followmg  were  agreed  to  as  the 
committees  of  the  Senate  for  the  present  Con- 
gress: 

On  F(}reign  Relatum9 — ^Messrs.  Mason,  Douglas, 
Norris,  Mangum,  Underwood. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Hunter,  Bright,  plwiti^ 
Pearce,  Millet. 

On  Commerce — ^Messrs.  Hamlin,  Soul^,  Dodge 
of  Wisconsin,  Davis,  Seward. 

On  JStttn^^aetwres — Messrs.  Sebastian,  Bayard, 
Stockton,  Upham,  James. 

On  AgricvJUure — Messrs.  SouK,  Walker,  Atchi- 
son, Spruance,  Wade, 

On  MiHtary  J^ffinrs — Messrs.  Shields,  Clemens, 
Borland,  Dawson,  Jones  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  MlUia — Messrs.  Houston,  Dodge  of 
Wisconsin,  Borland,  Morton,  Spruance. 

On  T^aval  Affitirt — Messrs.  Gwin,  Stockton, 
Mallory,  Badger,  Fish. 

On  Public  Lands — ^Messrs.  Felch,  Shields,  Dodge 
'of  Iowa,  Underwood,  Pratt. 

On  Private  Land  Claims — Messrs.  Downs,  Whit- 
comb,  Clemens,  Davis,  Hale. 

On  Indian  w^oirf— Messrs.  Atchison,  Sebastian, 
Rusk,  Bell,  Cooper. 


Qt  Clatm»— Me«re.  Brodhead,  Whiicomb, 
Bayard,  Prau,  Wade. 

On  RevoiuiioHartf  CMnf— Messrs.  Walker, 
Chase,  James,  Foot  of  Vermont,  Sumner. 

On  the  Judiciary — ^Messrs.  Butler,  Downs,  Brad- 
burv,  Berrien,  (jfeyer. 

On  Post  12oadf-*-Me88r8.  Rusk,  Soul5,  Hamlin, 
Upham,  Morton. 

On  Roads  and  C^moXt— Messrs.  Bright,  Rhett, 
Douglas,  Spruance,  Sumner. 

On  Pensions — ^Messrs.  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Bor- 
land, Stockton,  Foot  of  Vermont,  Geyer. 

For  the  District  ^  Columbia— Messrs.  Shields, 
Bradbury,  Norris,  Berrien,  Clarke. 

On  P<aenU  and  the  Patent  Cffiee^Meaan,  Norris, 
James,  Whitcombi  Dawson,  Smith. 

On  Retrenchment — ^Messrs.  Bradbury,  Bright, 
Fdch,  Mangum,  Fish. 

XM    Territories — ^Messrs.    Douglas,    Houstorf^ 
Gwin,  Cooper,  Jones  of  Tennessee. 
^    On  Public  BuiUUngs — ^Messrs.  Whitcomb,  Hun- 
ter, Clarke. 

On  Printing — ^Messrs.  Borland,  Hamlin,  Smith. 

On  Engrossed  Bills  Messrs.  Bayard,  Mallory, 
Hale. 

On  the  Library — Messrs.  Pearce,  Clemens,  Dodge 
of  Iowa. 

On  EniroUed  BiUs — ^Messrs.  Jones  of  Iowa, 
Badger. 

To  Audit  and  Control  the  contingent  Expenses  aftht 
Senate — Messrs.  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Walker,  BeH. 

MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  numerous  pe- 
titions from  the  States  of  Missouri,  Indiana,  Ver- 
mont, Illinois,  Alabama,  Delaware,  New  Jersev 
and  Pennsylvania.  All  the  memorialists,  he  said, 
represent  that  they  are  jgrieved  by  the  election  of 
Cnaplains  to  serve  in  the  Con^resi  of  the  United 
States;  and  they  are  further  grieved,  they  say, by 
the  appointment  of  Chaplains  in  the  lv>o  and  oa- 
val  forces  of  the  United  States;  they  therefore  beg 
that  the  subject  may  be  taken  into  constteration 
by  the  Senate,  and  steps  adopted  to  get  clear  (^ 
these  obnoxious  appointments  to  them.  I  move 
that  they  be  received,  and  for  the  present  laidupoA 
the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  dsx«h 
Bennet,  widow  of  Asahel  Bennet,  asking  com- 
pensation for  his  services  during  the  revolution- 
ary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  of  Gen.  Hug;h  W.  Dobbin,  asking  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  an  officer  in  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  of  Hugh  W.  Page  and  other  officers  of 
the  Navy,  asking  compensation  in  eon'sideration 
of  peculiar  hardships  and  increased  expenses  to 
which  they  were  subject  while  in  Califomia;  and  of 
the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  served 
in  the  frigate  Savannah  during  her  cruise  in  the 
Pacific  in  1849,  asking adlditionS  pay;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gas* 
ton  Raih^oad  Company,  asking  k  reroissiod  of 
the  duties  on  certain  railroad  iron;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  California  in  rehition 
to  the  Peon  fund;  which  wm  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  in  favor  of  an  act  of  Congress  refunding 
to  the  State  the  duties  collected  in  her  ports  pre- 
vious to  her  admission  into  the  Union;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  • 

Also,  instructing  their  Senators  and  reouesting 
I  their  Representatives  to  use  their  best  efforts  to 
I  procure  the  establishment  of  forts  and  the  placing 
'  of  troops  along  the  borders  of  this  State  for  the 
protection  of  the  citizens  against  Indian  incur- 
sions; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AiTaifs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
memorial  of  E.  D.  Reynolds,  a  Purser  in  the 
Nary,  asking  compensation  for  his  services  as  a 
naval  storekeeper  at  San  Frandsco,  and  to  be 
allowed  the  pay  of  aTurser  to  a  sloop-of-war  for 
the  time  he  performed  the  duties;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  from  W.  Henderlite,  askin?  compensa- 
tion for  services  in  canying  the  mail;  refwred  to 
the  Commtttae  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
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Ur.  DAVIS.    I  am  requested  to  present  the 

■sdiaoa  of  WiUiaoi  Cranch,  Chief  Justioe  of  the 

hiJbiet  of  Colambia,  who  represents  that  by  an 

HI  psasod  March  3,  1839,  the  duty  of  hearing 

«MWik  from  the  deciaioos  of  the  Commissioner  of 

natsOM  was  imposed  on  him  em  the  Chief  Justice 

«f  this  District.    From  that  time  forward  he  has 

sMesded  to  this  serrice,  but  by  reason  of  his  age 

ad  iainnities,  he  does  not  feel  able  at  this  time 

Is  £sehar;ge  that  additional  duty,  and  he  prays 

ikithe  naay  be  reliered  from  it  uy  a  modification 

4  As  law.    I  move  that  this  petition  be  referred 

i»  ifce  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Vkfle  1  an  up  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  word  more. 
Tkit  Teacrabie  geatl^nan,  respected  by  all  who 
kssv  hun,  aad  who  is  a  very  competent  man  for 
tfie  station  which  he  occupies,  has,  during  this 
peood,  lor  the  compensation  of  |100,  heard  a  great 
somber  of  these  appeals.  That  moderate  compen- 
si&oa  waa  put  ia  th«  bill  changing  the  mode  of 
basing  the  Yarious  questions  tmsLt  were  raised  by 
wypfirsniw  for  patents  for  inventions,  and  this  com- 
pfwrina  waa  fixed  without  knowing  what  was 
the  erteot  of  the  duty.  I  have  reason  to  think 
thai  the  eompefisation  is  very  inadequate.  I  hope 
thai  wis  be  taken  into  oonsidemtion. 

The  memorial  waa  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Coaumttee. 

Mr.  DAVIS  alao  presented  the  memorial  of 
Wistkxop  Cofin,  and  Howard,  Son  db  Co.,  pro- 
fsaa^to  establish  a  line  of  steamers  between  Bos- 
toa  sad  New  Orleans,  and  asking  that  they  mav 
he  aaetliansed  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mails 
letwem  those  ports;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Csauaittce  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BOWNS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
psboe  jistiees  of  tae  parish  of  Morehouse,  Loui- 
aiu^  Bstlnii,  a  connrroation  of  the  title  of  tliis 
(snm  la  certain  lands  lying  on  the  Bastrop  ^ant; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  rublic 


Jttl^  one  <^  John  Erwin,  a  settler  on  the 
BMNJrgmnt,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  section  of 
kai  istm  of  what  he  had  been  dispossessed  of  by 
the  Med  Staiea;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
BMOiem  Private  Land  Chiims. 

Alas,  oBS  of  Thomas  J.  Durant,  asking  pay- 
nemsC  ahskaee  dae  him  on  a  settlement  of  ms 
•tcMMs,  tad  that  he  may  be  authorized  to  insti- 
UifttamiiioiBgt  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
[%.  isdieial  decision  of  his  claim; 
'^^  IS  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 


Hi 


roiBTT  presented  the  memorial  of  petty 
sad  marines  of  the  United  States 
,  adtinf  additional  payment  for 

CUifiiniia;  which  was  refbrred  to  the 

Mi  Naval  Affairs. 


Mi;  llffJ^R  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
»«f  Ktwark,  New  Jersey,  asking  the  enact- 
t«f  aiaw  givinff  fb rther  remedies  for  patentees; 
vliih  vaa  relierred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 


Ifr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  Hezekiah 
UiktfM^kxk  in  the  Indian  Bureau,  asking  to  be 
>Bs««d  ecrtaia  arrears  of  pav. 

Aint  of  eertain  Hollanders,  settlers  in  the 
<^tsstim  of  Ottawa  and  AUegan,  in  the  State  of 
Mirh^gBs,  a^dng  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
pmveaieat  of  Black  Lake  Harbor,  in  that  State; 
vhidi  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


Also,  of  David  P.  Weeks,  a  pensioner  of  the 
IJsited  Stales,  asking  to  be  allowsd  arrears  of 
pcnnoa;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PcBsiaiis. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
JuMs  Jd&iea  and  P.  M.  Smith,  asking  to  be  re- 
kased  frooi  a  forfeiture  incurred  under  a  contmct 
^ttnjvpg  the  maila;  which  was  referred  to  the 
^MimitltL  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
ff  the  late  and  present  receiver  of  the  land  office 
tt  IMwqiia,  Iowa,  aaking  additional  compensa- 
iH«  for  aerrices  in  locating  militarr  bounty  land 
i;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee 


Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  petition  of  Tavemer, 
McKay,  and  others,  of  Carson  Valley,  California, 
representing  that  they  had  discovered  a  new  route 
to  California;  but  that,  as  it  was  disturbed  by  In- 
dians, they  proposed  to  protect  emigrants  on  that 
route,  for  which  service  they  ask  that  a  tract  of 
land  may  be  ceded  to  them.  The  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Warren,  which  he  presented  last  week, 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CHASE,  tfie  petition  of 
the  land  officers  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  which  he 
presented  a  few  days  ago,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  allow  exchanges  of  and  granting  addi- 
tional school  lands  to  the  State  of  Aransas; 

A  bill  to  amend  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  the 
inspection  of  steamboats,  dec.; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  General 
Worth;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  and  Richard  Bean. 

Mr.  FELCH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Micfiigan  the 
right  of  way  ancTa  donation  of  public  lands  for  the 
construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
St.  Mary's,  in  said  State; 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mtchigaif  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  constructing  a  road  from  Saginaw  to  Mon- 
treal river,  with  a  oranch  from  the  Grand  river 
into  the  same;  and 

A  bin  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  saline  pur- 
poses.   

Mr.  RHETT  eave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  for  money  expended  for  the 
United  States  in  the  war  in  Florida  with  the  Semi- 
nole Indians. 

Mr.  MORTON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Dade,  widow  of  the  late  Major  F.L.  Dade, 
United  States  Army. 

Mr.  GWIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  extending  the  laws  and 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States  to  the 
State  of  California,"  passed  28th  September,  1850. 

Mr.  NORRIS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E. 
A.  McNeil,  widow  of  the  late  Gen.  John  McNeil. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leare  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bin  to  be  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  authorize  notaries  public  to  take 
and  certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledg- 
ments, in  certain  cases;'  "  and 

A  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  change  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  Udfted  States  in 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  DOWNS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  intr(3uce  a  bill  to  aid  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  reclaiming  the  overflowed  lands  there- 
in, and  for  other  purposes. 

Me.  underwood  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  £isk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  procure  a 
revision  of  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Orderedf  Tbst  the  petition  and  papert  of  Saroael  F.  Bat- 
terwortb,on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  Road*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  D. 


Aclien,  cm  the  filet  of  die  Senate,  lie  relbrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  AfllEdrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  the  papers  of  Samuel  M.  Bouts,  on  the  fllet 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARICE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  die  petition  and  papers  of  William  B. 
Green,  oi^  the  files  of  me  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce ;  the  peiiUon  and  papers  of  the  heirs 
of  Wm.  Barton,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions; 
and  the  document*  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflhirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered f  That  the  memorinl  of  the  Orange  and  Alexan- 
dria Railroad  Company,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  C^taims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  Hult- 
aran,  on  the  files  of  tlie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  MiliMry  Afihirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jno.  Moore  White,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  netition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of  John 

Rice  Jones,  on  the  dies  Af  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UPH AM,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  c^  Ira  Day,  on  the  files  of  tiie 
Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Port  Office  and 
Post  Roads;  and  that  the  petition  of  Axel  Spalding  be  re- 
fenjgd  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  A.  McOraw,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce ;  also,  that  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Judith  Wor-  * 
then  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions ;  also,  that 
the  memorial  of  Ruf^  Dwinel  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Johnston  Leykins  have  leave  to  withdraw 
^  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  William  H.  Topping,  on 

the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUTLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  William  Rail  have  leave  to  withdnw  his 
petition  and  papers. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  granting  to  the 
State  of  Alabama  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  a  donation 
of  public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from  Selroa 
to  the  Tennessee  river;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  titlsf  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  confer  the  title  of 
Lieutenant  General  by  brevet  for  eminent  services; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
*  Mr.  GWIN,  a^eeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a 
navy-yard  and  depdt  on  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  re^to- 
lution ,  explanatory  of  the  act  approved  Septem  J)er  _ 
28,  1850,  entitleif  *«An  act  ffiving  bounty  land 
warrants  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
been  encaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER,  a^eeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  bills; 
which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands: 

A  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  to  the  States  r^ectively  in  which  they  lie 
situated,  on  condition  that  the  said  States  shall 
severally  grant  and  convey  the  said  lands  ta  actual 
occupants  only,  in  limited  quantities  for  cost  of  sur- 
vey, transfer,  and  title  muniments  merely; 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the 
right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public  lands 
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for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  coBstructiD^  a  rail- 
road from  Milwaukie  to  Prairie  la  Crosse,  in  Wis- 
consin; and 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the 
right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public  lands, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Janesville. 

OFFICERS  OP  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  would  move 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as  follows: 

The  Swjretary  of  the  Semite,  the  Sergcaut-at-Arins,  the 
Doorkeeper,  and  Assistant  Uoorkeeper,  shall  be  chosen 
on  the  third  Moiwlny  of  ilie  present  Centre*?,  and  on  the 
•econd  Monday  of  the  fir«t  session  of  every  succeeding 
Congress.   ^ 

BILLS  REFERRED. 

All  the  bills  laid  on  the  table  during  the  present 
session,  were  taken  up  and  appropriately  referred. 

RESOLUTION  SUBMITTED.  * 

Mr.  DAVIS  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Retob^y  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senat«  be  instructed 
tn  complete  the  seta  of  statutes  of  the  United  States  in  U9e 
in  the  Senate,  its  offices,  and  Committee  rooms,  by  adding 
thereto  the  9tti  volume.  • 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Tlie  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Hale  a  few 
days  since,  respecting  violations  of  the  law  abol- 
ishing flogging  ill  the  Navy,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  move  to  lay  that  reso- 
lution on  the  table  for  tiie  present,  for  the  reason 
that  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  abuse  to  which 
the  resolution  refers  occurred  before  or  subsequent 
to  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTER-OCEANIC  CANAL.  ^ 

The  following  resolution  waa  taken  from  the 

table  and  agreed  to:  \ 

Re$olvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  dispatch  addressed 
by  Mr.  Nilei>,Jate  American  Charg6  d'Afloires  to  Sardinia, 
to  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
subject  of  a  ship  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans,  having  date  dOth  June,  1849,  if  in  his 
opinion  such  commuuicanon  can  be  made  without  injury 
to  the  public  interest. 

CHAPLAINS  TO  CONGRESS. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  taken  up  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  two  Chaplains  be  appointed  to  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

RECEPTION  OP  KOSSUTH. 

Mrv SEWARD,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  ibllow- 
ing  joint  resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  give  to  Louis  Kossutli  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  the  capital  and  ^  the  country;  and  that 
a  ctipy  of  thi!<  resolution  be  transmitted  to  him  by  tiie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statee*. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  first  time  and  ottiered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  ask  that  it  may  now  have 
its  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.    Let  it  lie  over. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  give  notice  that  when  this 
resolution  conies  up  for  consideration  I  shall  move 
to  substiiate  for  it  the  resolution  which  was  with- 
drawn the  other  day  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi. 1  ask  that  tlie  amendment  belaid  upon  the 
table. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  wiU  be  laid  upon  the 
table  informally. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  would  suggest  tp  the  Sen- 
ator f(om  Illinois  to  move  that  both  the  resolution 
and  the  amendment  be  printed.    . 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  1  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
rhair  to  wait  on  liouis  Kossuth,  Goveruorot  Hungary,  and 
intmduce  him  to  Uie  ti^i'nate. 

That,  Mr.  President,  may  supply  the  place  of 
the  resohition  which  has  been  oflered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward.]  This  is 
precisely  according  to  the  precedent  in  the  case  of 
Lafayette.  As  I  understand  the  matter,  on  that 
occasion  the  joint  committee,  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  receive  him,  reported  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  two  Houses  to  receive  him  by  Joint 
action;  and  each  branch  of  Congress  receivea  La- 
fayette in  its  owil  way,  this  body  receiving  him  in 
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the  manner  which  I  prooose  by  this  resolution  that 
we  shall  receive  Kossutn. 

I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  considering 
this  resolution  at  this  time.  Louis  Kossuth  is  now 
amongst  us.  He  is  the  guest  of  the  country. 
Here  he  is  at  your  door;  and ,  as  was  said  by  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  CAts]  the  other  day, 
it  would  seem  very  strange  that  we  should  turn 
our  backs  upon  a  distinguished  man  whom  we 
have  invited  here.  He  was  invited  by  the  nation. 
He  is  the  guest  of  the  nation  in  some  measure,  aud 
I  can  see  no  impropriety  in  receiving  him  in  this 
simple  manner.  The  resolution  merely  provides 
that  he  shall  be  introduced  to  the  Senate,  in  the 
same  manner  that  Lafhyette  was. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  trani^etsing  the 
rules  of  the  Senate  in  making  these  remarks  at 
present.  Perhaps  I  tun;  but  there  is  one  thing . 
more  which  I  wish  to  mention.  If  this  distin- 
guished metn  shall  be  received  at  all — if  we  perform 
this  act  of  courtesy,  it  ought  to  be  performed  witli 
sometliing  like  a  good  grace.  It  is  merely  an  act 
of  courtesy,  of  hifh  national  courtesy;  and  if  per- 
formed at  aU,  it  snould  be  performed  in  the  spirit 
of  courtesy. 

I  have  heard  objections  to  receiving  this  distin- 
guished man  from  honorable  Senators  whom  I 
esteem  very  highly — from  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Ukderwood]  and  others.  Why,  if 
Louis  Kossuth  ever  goes  to  Kentucky,  my  word 
for  it,  he  never  received  S  more  enthusiastic  wel- 
come .than  he  will  receive  in  that  generous  old 
State.  Sir,  if  there  is  a  place  on  earth  where  an 
exiled  and  unfortunate  man  would  be  received 
warmly,  enthusiastically,  and  nobly,  it  is  in  that 
State.  Take  New  Hampshire;  would  it  not  be 
the  same  there  f  Take  Georgia;  would  it  not  be 
the  same  tliere }  Yet,  we  are  told  that  as  tliere 
are  other  foreign  exiles  besides  Kossuth,  this 
would  be  setting  a  bad  example,  and,  therefore, 
this  honor  ought  to  be  refused.  I  can  scarcely 
think  the  term  **fdreig:n  exile**  ought  to  be  a  name 
of  reproach  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chau-  very  unwU- 
lingly  interferes  with  the  honorable  Senator;  but 
the  first  question  is  on  considering  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  Chair  will  permit  me, 
I  will  terminate  these  irregular  remarks  by  a  single 
statement. 

The  World  is  now  looking  to  the  action  of  this 
body  and  this  Congress.  The  prayers  of  Hun- 
gary follow  this  man.  The  hopes  of  the  liberal 
party  in  Europe  follow  him.  In  my  humble  opin- 
ion, he  is  the  great  man  of  this  day.  1  feel  that  if 
there  is  one  man  who  will  carry  out,  what  I  hope 
will  be  carried  out,  the  concentration  of  the  moral 
force  of  this  age  against  despotism,  that  man  is 
Louis  Kossuth.  I  think  that  is  his  mission — iit>t 
to  involve  us  in  war,  not  to  force  us  into  interven- 
tion, but  to  combine,  unite,  and  concentrate  the 
moral  force  of  the  civilized  world  asainst  the  power 
of  the  oppression  of  the  world,  if  we  are  to  re- 
ceive him  at  all,  what  can  be  more  simple  than 
that  three  Senators  should  take  Louis  Kossutli  by 
the  htuid  and  introduce  him  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  that  we  may  hear  what  he  has  to 
say  for  his.  country  and  his  cause  ^  Let  us  hear 
him,  at  any  rate.  How  are  we  to  hear  him?  How 
is  the  Senate  to  receive  him?  I  do  not  propose 
giving  Louis  Kossuth  a  governmental  reception. 
What  I  propose  is  a  mere  act  of  courtesy,  a  mere 
honor  to  be  paid  to  the  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  nationalities  in  the  world — a  nation  that 
defended  Christianity  before  this  Union  had  an 
existence.        - 

I  regret  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Foote]  the  other  day  withdrew  his  resolution.  I 
feel,  I  Know  that  every  act  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  is  weighed,  and  poised,  and  consid- 
ered in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.  Although 
there  is  no  one  here  who  objects  to  Louis  Kos- 
suth, yet  the  withdrawal  of  such  a  resolution,  the 
defeat  of  such  a  proposition,  goes  forth  to  the 
world  as  if  the  United  States  invited  a  man  to  tlie 
country,  sent  a  national  ship  (o  bring  him  to  the 
country,  and  then  refused  to  give  him  the  compli- 
ment of  a  reception. 

I  have,  in  conclusion,  to  entreat  tlie  Senate  to 
consider  this  resolution  at  this  time. 

Tlie  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unanimous 
consent  to  consider  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  wish  to  throw  myself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  make  a  few 
remarks,  on  account  of  the  personal  application^ 


perhaps,  to  mysdf  of  some  of  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  lUinois.  It  mig[ht  be  inferred  from 
what  he  said,  that  I  have  intimated  an  indisposi- 
tion to  receive  Louis  Kossuth,  and  give  him,  as 
an  individual,  the  hand  of  commendation.  My 
object  in  rising  is  to  state,  that  as  an  individual, 
as  a  man,  no  one,  here  or  elsewhere,  will  receive 
Mr.  Kosmtth  with  more  heartfelt  admiration  th^n 
myself;  *  and  I  will  venture  to  say  for  the  people  I 
represent,  that  if  he  shotrid  visit  Kentucky,  my 
constituency  would  receive  him  not  only  witn  that 
courtesy  which  belongs  to  a  distinguished  forei^- 
er,  but  with  that  admiration  and  sympathy  which 
they  believe  is  due  to  a  man  indoctrinated  with 
the  same  principles  of  liberty  which  they  them- 
selves possess.  But  in  the  remarks  which  I  made 
the  other  day,  I  endeavored  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  what  we  ought  to  do  individually  as  roei), 
and  what  this  Government  ought  todo  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  this  Congress  ought  to  do  asa  Ooneress. 
I  endeavored  then  to  show  uwt  this  was  a  subject, 
in  all  it4  relations,  iq  all  its  bearings,  which  ought 
not  to  be  introduced  into  th«  Congress  of  th«  Cfni- 
ted  States.  I  think  b6  still.  1  have  made  thene 
remarks  to  put  myself  rieht  in  reference  to  the 
matter  su^g^tted  by  my  friend  from  Illinois.  1 
think  he  is  altogether  mistaken  as  to  Kossuth's 
having  been  invited  to  come  to  this  coHntry;  but 
that  is  a  question  which  will  come  up  when  this 
resolutidn  shall  be  before  us  for  consideration.  I 
do  -not  think  we  ought  to  consider  it  now.  Lei 
the  resolution  take  uie  usual  course. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  reM>ltttion  will 
lie  over. 

ABD-EL-RADER. 

Mr.  HALE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  or 
some  subsequent  day  of  the  session,  he  will  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to,  cause  a  corre- 
spondence to  bt  opened  with  the  President  of  the 
French  Repubhc,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  to 
interpose  tne  friendly  offices  of  the  Goremment 
of  the  United  States  with  that  Gt)vernme]it  in  be- 
half of  the  liberation  of  Abd-el-Kader. 

CENSUS  PRINTIHG. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  in  pursuance  of  previooanoucc, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  retiurns  of 
the  seventh  census. 

It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.^ 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  must  object  to  referring  this 
proposition  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  1  can 
see  no  necessity  for  a  rderence.  This  is  not  a  sub- 
ject involving  the  public  printing.  It  is  a  question 
as  to  policy,  of  which  I  think  the  Senate  is  the 
proper  judge. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  know  of  no  committee  of 
this  body  so  appropriate  as  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  take  charge  of  and  report  upon  th9 
joint  resolution  just  read ,  and  which  I  have  oiTerMl 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  importance  oCliaving 
prompt  action  thereon. 

This  printing  ought  to  have  been  performed  du- 
ring the  recess  of  Congress^  and,  but  for  the  con- 
fusied  condition  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
would  now  have  been  on  our  tables.  There  is  a 
necessity  for  legislation  before  thi«  work  can  be 
done.  I  have  named  the  individuals  proposed  to 
be  contracted  with,  in  order  that  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  or  any  other  committee  the  Senate 
may  think  proper  to  refer  the  joint  resolution  to, 
may  ascertain  their  ability  to  go  on  with  the  work 
immediately,  for  dehiy  lessens  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vice to  be  performed  in  this  case.  I  think  the 
Committee  on  Printing  .is  the  more  appropriate 
one,  and  hope  the  Senate  will  so  direct. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing was  agreed  to. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideratioa 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Foote  of  Mississippi,  which  he 
amended  by  substituting  the  words  **  faithfully 
observed,**  for  the  word  **  respected,**  in  the  last 
line;  so  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

A  Resolutioii  doclsrinf  tbeMeasttres  of  Adjustment  to  be  a 
dcfiaitive  seuleiuent  of  tlie  questioos  growiug  oat  of 
domestic  nlovery. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  Mriea  of  meaHurea  embraced  in 
the  acts  entitled  "  An  act  pmposiuf  to  the  State  of  Texn* 
the  establishment  of  her  Northern  amd  Western  boiindari**^ 
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mm  mtiaqmhkmmu  hy  the  saM  9tiue,  of  all  tttrritory  claimed 

^  k«r  extenor  to  iai4  bouudariey,  and  of  all  ht*r  clnnia 

4ipatt  cb*  Cait«4  States,  auil  to  esiahlitfh  a  territorial  enr- 

cxaaiBnt  for  New  Mexico,"  apfiroved  Sopleinber  9,  1850 : 

'*^  Aaact  Ar  the  admsicion  of  the  Slate  of  Oalifbrnia  into 

«•  t^aa^a,"  approved  September  9,  185a;  *' An  act  to  e«- 

•  leiritnnal  fovenuaeat  for  Utah,"  approved  Sep- 

r9,  ]&^;  "An  act  to  amend  and  supplementary  to 

tfiMillfd  *  An  act  re^pertinf  fVifitives  fk-om  jii.-ftice, 

evcapinic  fh>a  the  aervlce  of  their  ma«t<'m,  ap- 

r«ar7  ^  1793,' "approved  September  18,1860$ 

*^  An  act  to  avppreea  the  ilave  trade  in  the  OtKirict  of 

^    aoprored   September  90,    1850,  commonly 

the  "  Compromi^  Acts,"  are,  in  the  jHtlcment 

ho^,  etrtKed  lo  be  recoKuized  as  a  definitive  adjnst- 

aad  aetdecaent  of  the  diatraeiiag  qaestiona  growing 

■I  ef  fhe  syeteoK  of  domestic  slavery,  and  as  such,  that 

■M  ■naaniriii  siioald  be  aeqnieaced  in  and  faithfully  ob- 

MtBl%j  all  good  citteens. 

Mr.  FOOTE  of  MiBsissippl.  Wh«n  I  made  up 
■^fVnd  to  introduce  the  resolution  now  under 
Ltioa^  1  did  not  expect  to  say  anything  in 
of  it.  The  pnraseology  in  which  it 
OTsehed  is  neither  mysterious  nor  eqai vocal, 
fore  I  had  cherished  the  hope  that  its  im- 
_  adoption  by  tliis  body  would  take  place, 
It  any  extenaed  discussion  upon  the  delicate 
involved  therein.  I  trust  stiil,  most  con- 
ly,  that  no  excited  or  angry  debate  will  arise 
m  resolution,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  and 
the  two  -Houses  of  Congress,  by  uniting 
pmmtly  asd  cordially  in  the  solemn  declaration 
wis  kmm  nowr  been  twice  made  by  the  President 
•f  ^  United  States,  that  he  considers  the  series 
of  Bcamues  recognized  as  constituting  the  plan  of 
-'■  as  a  final  settlement,  m  principle 
■ibfltance,  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  sub- 
jcea  vfaicH  they  embrac^*' — will  do  their  part 
ia  lecviog  an  ^urly  restoration  of  the  friendly  and 
fntvnmi  idauona  fbrroerly  existing  between  the 
Mctions  of  this  Confederacy,  and  thus 
it  is  in  their  power  to  do  so,  in  the  sup- 
_  ma  and  unseemly  agitation,  the 
of  which  undoubtedly  placed  the 
of  the  eoantry  in  extreme  peril,  and 
Ri^niUic  itieu  in  mo^  or  less  of  dis- 
b  departing  from  my  original  intention, 
■  to  address  the  Senate  very  briefly 
tune,  my  object  is  simply  to  prevent 
iding  touching  my  own  motives, 
_  certain  misrepresentations  in  re- 
»,  vh£ch  I  discover  already  to  have  been 
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Ttfi, Tkiekliiil,  I  cannot  believe  that  there  are 

nMH/  ■liiidMili  in  this  body,  who  are  prepared 

Hi  iujiii  tlik  (liiiniiiiiiriil  of  the  conduct  of  the 

IPmUcbAim  twke  d^berately  and  formally  orray- 

iacd&ikeniinceof  eminent  station  and  highchar- 

•tf[ir)»fn«c«Cat^eme  of  pacification  and  settle- 

mfmA  ■Wfciwi  yMiVaosly  received  the  approval  of 

-t_       <#«  'Cfliigress,  and  to  whicn  he  had 

P9^£cial  sanction;  but  to  which 

tware  tliat  opposition  of  a  se- 

character  had  been  presented 

and  in  opposite  sections  of  the 

^  wad  right  in  itself,  and  worthy 

la  the  President,  will  be  equally 

dbe  part  -of  Congress;  and  I  am  pre- 

,  thai  suU  stronger  reasons  exist  for 

is  proposed  by  this  resolution  than 

W  OTppeaed  legitimately  to  influence  the 

nf  ^  fixecative.    The  legislation  of  Con- 

tbe  €|Uestion8  involved  in  the  series  of 

fpfeiied  to  in  the  resolution,  was  unfor- 

im  iHm  progress  surrounded  by  circum- 

«f  aaatore  calculated  to  awaken  more  or 

in  regard  to  the  real  intentions  and  feel- 

i  who  participated  therein;  and  movc- 

c  mbeequently  occurred,  not  necestsary 

!»  be  specified,  which  have  called  into  exist- 

*   tilAoundsof  the  friend;)  of  the  Union  grave 

nmona  as  to  the  intention  of  those  who 

mi^HmUj  opposed  to  the  measures  of  com- 

ftnnmt  tri  dfinat,  or  at  least  seriously  obstruct,  the 

I  execution  of  the  same  now  and  here- 

Tlie  nomber  of  those  thus  opposed  to  these 

,U  must  be  acknowledged,  was  in  the 

by  no  means  contemptible,  and  that 

fcarluui  not  s^  much  diminished  of  late 

tfTcr-fangnine  persons  imagine.    It  is  un- 

iKal  armed  opposition  to  a  certain  por- 

iMa  «f  tliese  measures  nos  occurred  in  more  oian 

m  particQiar  vicina^,  easy  to  be 

;aod  it  is  equally  certam  that  subetan- 

nce  io  other  portions  of  this  plan  of 

ium  been  miiie  as  extensively  contem- 

fiatai  «bs«rbcf«.     Sectional  jalousies,    which 

Uveexistsd  now  fi>r  many  years  past,  are  aot  yet 
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as  fully  assuaged  as  all  true  patriots  desire  they 
sheula  be.  Factious  politicians  have  been  indus- 
triously at  work  in  varioun  States  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, to  inflame  the  popular  mind  of  the  country 
and  to  give  perpetuity  to  that  unfortunate  misun- 
derstanding which  has  so  long  continued  between 
good  men  north  and  south  of  IL  certain  geographi- 
cal line.  Gh*eat  and  perseverine  efforts  nave  been 
made  in  the  free  Suites  of  the  North  by  a  certain 
cleise  of  political  agitators,  to  array  public  feeling 
against  the  act  for  the  restoration  of  fugitives  from 
service,  and  scenes  have  occurred  under  such  de- 
plorable instigation  of  too  ferocious  and  bloody  a 
character  to  be  move  than  alluded  to  on  such  an 
occasion  as  the  present.  Movements  equally  de- 
plorable, in  my  judgment,  have  occurred  in  sev- 
eral of  the  SouUiem  States  of  the  Union,  the  ten- 
dency of  which  has  been,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
to  establish  relations  of  permanent  hostility  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  North  and  of  the  South. 
Belonging  to  that  class  of  politicians  who  have 
unifbnnly  looked  to  the  measures  of  adjustment 
as  constituting,  unitedly,  an  equitable  scheme  of 
settlement,  I  have  entertained  a  confident  hope 
that  they  would  ultimately  receive  a  fair  appreci- 
ation as  such  at  the  hands  of  my  countrymen 
whether  resident  north  or  south  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line;  and  1  rejoice  in  believine  that  the 
people  of  the  Union,  apart  fVom  the  selfish  poli- 
ticians who  have  been  so  ardently  struggUng  to 
delude  them,  are  every  day  growing  belter  and 
better  satisfied  with  theee  measures.  Still  there 
is  something  for  Congress  to  do,  in  order  to 
reconcile  more  thoroughly  the  sectional  feelings 
which  a  long  course  of  industrious  agitation  has 
engendered.  Coming,  as  we  do,  into  the  halls  of 
national  legislation  trom  all  parts  of* the  Union, 
we  cannot  be  otherwise  than  prepared  flankly  to 
report  the  present  condition  of  public  sentiment 
among  our  respective  constituents;  and  I  hope 
that  we  have  it  m  our  power,  by  reciprocal  expla- 
nations and  by  joint  action  of  the  kind  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution  under  consideration,  to 
restore  at  once  that  fraternal  understanding  amon? 
the  difl^rent  sections  of  the  Union,  without  which 
it  is  impossible  that  the  Government  itself  can  be 
miiintamed,  and  the  permanent  happiness  of  the 
nation  secured.  I  do  not  expect,  Mr.  President, 
this  resolution  to  be  unammously  adopted,  either 
in  this  House  or  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  know  that  there  are  gentlemen  committed,  in 
both  Houses,  to  a  system  of  permanent  opposition 
to  our  scheme  of  settlement;  and  it  is  but  reason- 
able to  expect  that  these  persons  will,  both  by  votes 
and  speecnes,  present  such  opposition  to  any  such 
resolution  as  tlie  one  before  us,  as  they  may  sup- 

fiose  to  be  necessary  to  the  maintenance  or  their 
ocal  popularity,  or  the  attainment  of  other  objects 
of  a  less  reputable  character.  What  I  do  expect 
most  confidently  is,  that  this  resolution,  or  one  of 
similar  import,  will  be  supported  by  so  large  a 
number  of  both  Houses  or  Congress,  as  to  ^ve 
assurance  to  the  whole  country  that  no  opposition 
can  ever  be  successfully  presented  to  any  part  of 
the  plan  of  adjustment,  either  now  or  hereafter, 
and  In  any  quarter  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  not  brought  forward  this 
resolution  as  a  mere  party  man,  or  for  the  further- 
ance of  mere  party  ends.  Firmly  and  inflexibly 
devoted  as  I  have  been  since  the  opening  days  of 
manhood  to  the  p'eat  principles  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Democratic  creed  of  the  country,  and  de- 
sirous on  all  fitting  occasions  to  give  a  hearty  and 
unequivocal  support  to  the  same,  I  should  scorn 
myself  could  I  consent  to  blend  the  interests  of  any 
party  with  the  movement  which  I  have  thought 
proper  to  originate  for  the  attainment  of  diflferent 
and  far  higher  purposes.    Nor  do  I,  sir,  look  to 

farty  alone  for  the  support  of  this  resolution, 
ndeed,  in  the  spirit  of  sincerity  becoming  so 
grave  an  occasion,  I  must  acknowledge  that  I 
should  hold  it  to  be  quite  ynsafe  to  rely  alone 
upon  party  votes  for  the  adoption  of  such.,  a 
measure  as  is  necessary  to  restore  complete  qiiiet 
to  the  public  mind.  I  will  go  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  acknowledge  that  I  do  not  recognize 
either  of  the  great  national  parties  of  the  country, 
in  their  present  stale  and  condition,  as  entirely 
reliable  for  the  faithful  maintenance  of  the  com- 
promise in  all  its  parts.  Free-soilism  in  the  North, 
and  Secession  in  the  South,  are  yet  undeniably 
exerting  an  influence  more  or  less  mischievous  in 
both  the  old  party  organizations.  And  events 
have  occurred  recently  calculated  to  exeke  great 
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alarm  in  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  future 
action  of  both  the  parties  referred  to,  touching  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  scheuM  of  compromise. 
I  had  hoped  before  I  reached  this  city  to  find 
both  the  Whiff  and  the  Democratic  party  pre- 
pared to  repuaiate  all  further  connection  with 
faction  and  its  wretched  devices.  My  mind  had 
cherished  the  confident  hope  that  at  least  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Democmtic  party  in  Congress  would 
be  prepaied  to  declare  their  determination  to  hold 
no  alliance  with  any  body  of  men  pledged  to  resist 
the  law9,  or  to  keep  alive  agitation  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  domestic  slavery;  and  1  yet  trust  that  a 
course  may  be  adopted  by  those  gentlemen  in 
Congress  w  whom  I  have  heretofore  confided, 
and  with  whom  I  have  delighted  to  cooperate  ou 
great  national  occasions,  more  in  unison  wiUi'the 
ancient  dignity  of  fhe  Democratic  faith,  and  less 
oflfensivc  to  my  own  sense  of  propriety  than  cer- 
tain proceedings  wliich  have  of  late  gained  a  some- 
what distressing  notoriety.  For  my  own  part,  Mr. 
President,  I  am  resolved  to  hold  no  pohtical  fel« 
lowship  with  any  association  of  men,  by  whatever 
name  aesigtateu,  whose  opinions  do  not  harmo- 
nize perfectly  with  the  opinions  of  that  noble  body 
of  lovers  of'^  the  Union,  whom  I  have  the  honor^ 
for  the  present,  alone  to  represent  on  this  floor. 
What  my  worthy  constituents  think  on  this  whole 
subject  is  so  clearly  and  strongly  set  forth  in  the 
resolutions  recently  adopted  by  our  State  conven- 
tion; that  I  shall  ask  leave  to  read  them  in  hearing 
of  the  Senate: 

RtioltUiona  of  the  CommiUee  of  Thirteen^  reported  to 
the  State  Convention. 

**  Retolved,  1st,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention. 
th%people  of  Mississippi,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
compromise,  have  maturely  considered  the  action  of  Oon- 
greaf  embracing  a  series  of  measures  fbr  the  admission  of 
California  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the  orgnnlEau'on  of 
territorial  governments  for  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  tlte  es- 
tablishment of  the  boundary  between  the  latter  and  the 
State  of  Teias,  the  suppression  of  the  dave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  aud  the  extradition  of  fugitive  slaves, 
and  connected  with  them  the  rejection  of  the  proposition  to 
exclude  slavery  from  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  abolish  it  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  whilst 
they  do  not  entirely  approve,  will  abide  by  it  as  a  pernis- 
nent  a<^ustBient  of  this  sectional  controversy. 

**  Resolcedf  3d,  That  we  perceive  nothing  in  the  abovo- 
recited  legislation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
which  rtiould  be  permitted  to  dl^nrb  the  friendly  and  peace- 
Ad  *  eiistlnc  relodont  between  the  Government  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted Stat«i  and  the  government  and  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi.' 

"  Therefore,  rnohedf  3d,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Misnsf4ppi  will 
abide  by  the  Union  as  it  is,  aad  by  the  CODitHutioa  of  the 
United  States  widiout  amendraeiita." 

"Reeolvedf  fuHhery  4th,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention,  the  asserted  right  of  secession  fW>m  the  Union, 
on  the  part  of  the  State  or  States,  is  utt'^rly  unsanctioned  by 
the  Federal  Conetitutian,  which  was  framed  to  'establish* 
and  not  to  destroy  the  Unloa  of  the  States,  and  that  no  se- 
cession can  in  fact  take  place,  without  a  suJjvcrsion  of  the 
Union  estabtished,  and  which  will  not  virtually  araonnt  in 
its  effects  and  consequences  to  a  civil  revolution. 

«<  Remltedj  further,  5th,  Thai,  whilst  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Convention,  such  are  tiie  sentiments  and  opinions  of 
tlie  people -of  the  State  of  MissisMppi,  still  violations  of 
the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  State  may  occur  which 
would  amount  to  intolerable  oppression,  and  would  |u8li<y 
a  resort  to  measures  of  reaistaiiee,  amongst  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  ConvenUon,  the  people  of  the  Ststo  have 
designated  the  following :  ,^ 

"  1st.  The  Interference  by  congressional  legislation  wltn 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  Suites. 

"  3d.  Interference  with  the  trade  in  slaveh  in  the  States. 

«  3d.  Any  action  of  Congro>*!i  on  tlie  subj»*ct  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  places  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  Congrt?ss,  MicotnpatiUe  with  the  safety  and  do- 
mestic trnnquiitity— the  tiijfiiu  and  honor  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States. 

»*  4lh.  The  refusal  by  ConKres*  to  admit  a  new  State  into 
the  Union  on  the  ground  of  her  tolerating  slavery  within 

herliraitK.  .     ^  ..... 

"  5lh.  The  passage  of  any  Uw  by  Congress  probibilinf 
slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories. 

«'6th.  The  repeal  of  tlie  fugitive  slave  law,  and  the  neg- 
lect or  refuKal  by  the  Oeneraf  Government  to  enforce  the 
constitutional  provisions  tor  the  reclamaUoa  of  Aigitive 

slaves. 

•*  RetolreiffurlheTf  6th,  That,  in  Uie  opinion  of  this 
Convention,  the  people  in  the  recent  elections  have  been 
governed  by  an  shidmg  confidence  that  the  said  adjustment 
measures  of  Congress  should  be  enfurced  in  good  faith  ia 
evfyy seeUonoftheland.  ,^    «    . 

**  Retolved.  further,  7th,  That  as  the  people  of  the  Sute 
of  Mississippi,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  desire  all 
further  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  to  cease,  and  have 
acted  upon  and  decided  all  the  foregoing  questtone,  then- 
by  making  it  Uie  duty  of  Uiis  Convention  to  pass  no  acts 
within  the  purview  and  spiritof  the  law  under  which  it  was 
called,  this  Convention  deenw  it  unnecessary  to  ref^rto  the 
people,  for  their  approval  or  disapproval  at  the  ballot-boX, 
Us  action  in  the  premises. 

«  ReMolced.further,  8th,  The  ConvenUon  hsviiig  declared 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  position  which  the  peppla 
of  Mississippi  have  taken,  and  wMch,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Oonvwuioiirui^  wlH  coMbias  te  etcttpy,oaihs 
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jects  embraced  in  th«  resolutiont,  decmi  it  a  duty  alike  in- 
cumbent on  us  and  equally  important  to  the  rifhta  of  the 
people  to  declare  that,  in  onr  deliberate  judfmeot  and  In 
t  heir  deliberate  Judgment,  an  we  believe,  the  call  of  thic 
Convention  by  the  Legislature  at  iu  late  extraoidinary  se«- 
iion  by  the  act  of  tlie  wth  ol  November,  1850,  wasunautlior- 
ized  and  unnecessary,  and  that  said  act  in  peremptorily  order- 
ing a  Convention  of  the  people  of  the  State  to  be  held,  without 
submitting  to  them  to  be  settled  by  the  popular  vote  of  the 
Bute,  theque«tion  whether  Uiere  should  be  aConTentlon 
or  no  Convention,  was  an  unwarranted  assumption  of  power 
by  the  Legislature,  at  war  with  the  fpirit  tK  republican  in- 
stitutions, and  an  encroachment  on  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  pe(^>le." 

These  resolutiofis,  Mr.  President,  bm  all  present 
know,  were  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  body  in  which  they  originated — there  being 
in  fact  only  three  voices  raised  in  the  Conven- 
tion in  opposition  to    them.     Now,    sir,    you 
discover  that  the  sovereign  people  of  Mississippi 
have  formally  and  deliberately  (declared,  that  whilst 
they  "do  not  entirely  approve"  the  acts  referred 
to  in  the  first  of  the  resolutions  just  read,  yet  they 
will  abide  by  the  whole  series  of  these  acts  as  "  a 
permanent  adjustment  of  the  sectional  controver- 
sy" which  has  been  so  long  pending.    You  will 
ODserve,  sir,  also,  that  our  Convention  has  declared 
further  in   the  sixth  resolution,  that  the  people 
of  Mississippi,  **  in  the  recent  elections,  have  been 
'  governed  t>y  an  abiding  confidence  that  the  said 
'  adjustment  measures  of  Congress  would  be  en- 
•  forced  in  ^od  faith  in  every  section  of  the  land." 
Such,  sir,  is  the  attitude  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  they  have  thought  proper  thus  to  make 
a  public  avowal  of  their  opinions  and  expecta- 
tions.   They  have  adjudged  the  measures  or  com- 
promise worthy  of  their  approval,  and  they  have 
determined  to  stand  by  them  firmly  and  faithfully. 
They  hove  notattempted  to  mystify  their  positimi, 
or  to  conceal  their  views  aiid  wishes  in  luiy  respect 
whatsoever.    They  have  a  right  to  expect  equal 
frankness  and  fidelity  to  be  exercised  by  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  other  portions  of  the  Confederacy. 
Through  me  tliey  request  at  this  moment,  from 
the  Senatorial  representatives  of  the  co-States  of 
the  Union  here  assembled,  a  declaration  of  the 
willingness  of  those  under  whose  authority  they 
act,  firmly  and  faithfully  to  stand  by  and  maintain 
the  plan  of  adjustment  in  all  its  parts.    Will  hon- 
orable Senators  speak  out«boIdIy  and  explicitly  on 
this  important  subject?  or  will  tney,  by  remaining 
silent,  permit  themselves  and  their  constituents  to 
l^e  misunderstood  among  those  whose  earnest  wish 
it  is  to  reciprocate  friendly  sentiments  with  them, 
and  to  be  allowed  to  approve  them,  and  to  confide 
fully  in  them  as  just  men  and  as  patriots? 

Let  no  member  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  President, 
from  the  South  say  that  our  northern  brethren 
need  no  additional  assurance  from  us  of  our  deter- 
mi nation  to  acquiesce  in  and  support  the  compro- 
mise. Events  have  occurred,  as  all  truthful  men 
will  confess,  calculated  to  awaken  more  or  less  of 
doubt  as  to  the  position  likely  to  be  assumed  ulti- 
mately by  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union.  Let 
no  Senator  from  the  North,  either,  declare  that  the 
people  of  the  South  have  no  rig^ht  to  demand  from 
their  fellow-citizens  of  that  section  of  the  Confeder- 
acy such  an  assurance  as  that  imbodied  in  the 
renolutinn  under  consideration.  Every  intelligent 
man  in  America  knows  the  fact,  that  the  number  of 
active  politicians  in  the  Northern  States  is  by  no 
means  inronsiderable,  who  stand  pledged  to  a^- 
mte  for  the  modification  or  repeal  of  tne  fugitive 
slnve  law,  as  it  is  called.  There  are  men  now  in 
Congress — men  who  ore  sometimes,  as  rumor 
asserts,  permitted  to  come  into  party  caucuses 
too— -who  are  not  only  committed  to  future  agita- 
tion in  opposition  to  this  law,  but  who  are  Icnown 
to  have  solemnly  declared  their  opinion  to  be  that 
it  in  wholly  unconstitutional  in  all  its  material  pro- 
vi5»ions.  Besides,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  fact  well 
recollected  by  us  all,  and  one  which  has  been  the 
source  of  much  complaint  and  apprehension  in  the 
Soi'th,  that  only  a  small  number  of  the  members 
of  this  body  representing  the  free  Slates  of  the 
North  w^re  actually  present  at  the  paasafire  of  this 
law,  so  that  their  votes  could  be  recorded  in  its 
favor. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  that  several  of  the  eentle- 
men  referred  to  were  only  accidentally  i3>sent, 
and  perhfips  all  of  them  had  some  reason  for  not 
being  present,  other  than  an  unwilling^iess  to  be 
recognized  by  their  constituents  as  being  friendly 
to  this  great  and  essential  measure.  Indeed,  I  be- 
lieve most  of  them  had  previously  declared  their  ■ 
detemnination,  either  in  converse  or  otherwise,  to' 
support  th«  bill.    But  it  is,  notwithstanding,  true, 


that  the  circumstance  of  their  being  absent  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  has  been  seized  upon  by  certain  per- 
sons in  the  South,  hostile  to  the  public  repose,  and 
wielded  with  great  effect  against  the  supporters  of 
the  plan  of  compromise,  and  to  the  serious  endan- 
germent  of  the  Union  itself.  Besides,  honorable 
Senators  need  not  to  be  reminded  that  declarations 
are  constantly  made  by  the  enemies  of  the  Uiiion, 
in  dififerent  States  of  the  South,  that  great  danger 
exists  of  attempts  being  successfully  made,  at  some 
future  period,  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  North, 
to  apply  the  Wilmot  proviso  to  our  vacant  Terri- 
tories, and  to  overthrow,  by  Congressional  legis- 
lation, the  system  of  slavery  in  die  District  of 
Columbia.  1  have  no  such  appreheasion  myself, 
and  I  know  very  well  that  tne  time  has  forever 
passed  when  either  of  the  measures  referred  to 
could  receive  the  sanction  either  of  this  body  or  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  But  until  a  formal 
declaration  shall  be  made,  in  some  such  mode  as 
that  now  proposed,  of  a  determination  to-  refrain 
from  these  acts  of  aggression,  formerly  so  seriously 
menaced ,  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  all  uneasiness 
on  these  points  entirely  to  cease. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  stated  a  few  of  the 
most  prominent  reasons  which  induced  me  to  ofifer 
this  resolution,  and  1  will  conclude  what  I  have  to 
say  for  the  present,  by  declaring  the  high  gratifi- 
oation  which  I  shall  feel  at  its  obtaining  the  general 
supjport  of  the  members  of  this  body.  I  shall  say 
nothing  more,  unless  Uie  resolution  should  be 
attacked  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  some  special 
defence  of  it  necessary. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  say  much  upon  this  subject  at  this  time; 
but  I  will  sa^y  that  when  I  heard  of  this  resolution, 
L  heard  of  it  with  surprise.  It  is  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding scarcely  known,  I  believe,  in  any  delib- 
erative body  that  I  ever  heard  of.  To  introduce 
at  a  subsequent  session  of  the  Legislature  resolu- 
tions confirming  what  1  suppose  must  be  regarded 
as  statutes  upon  tlie  statute-book,  is  an  ex  post 
ybeto  mode  of  reviewing  the  past.  And  for  what 
purpose?  If  the  legislation  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  be  wicked, 
can  he  restore  purity  to  it  by  a  resolution  of  this 
kind  ?  If  that  legislation  be  wise,  is  it  not  superer- 
ogatory and  unnecessary  to  introduce  such  a  reso- 
lution ?  For  what  purpose,  then,  is  the  resolution 
introduced  ?  I  Imve  no  right  to  arraign  the  gentle- 
man *s  motives,  nor  do  I.  What  may  Imve  been 
his  object,  I  have  no  right  to  dispute,  for  he  has 
avowed  it;  but  as  to  what  will  be  the  efiect  of  this 
resolution,  I  have  a  right  to  speak.  If  the  gentle- 
man had  been  selecting  motions  to  introduce,  he 
could  not  have  been  more  successful  in  introducing 
one  to  open  former  discussions,  and  to  let  loose 
upon  this  land  the  waters  of  agitation.  I  protest 
against  this  mode  of  proceeding  as  unusual,  as 
unnecessary,  and  as— I  will  not  say  intended, 
because  I  shall  not  use  any  word  of  the  kind — 
but  the  tendency  of  which  will  be  to  widen  breaches 
which  already  exist,  and  to  reach  feelings  that 
mi^t  perhaps  have  subsided  tinder  the  iimuence 
of  ume  or  a  better  understanding  among  ourselves. 
I  understand  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi to  introduce  the  resolution  with  a  view  to 
give  to  the  measures  of  compromise  an  authority 
which  they  do  not  possess  by  the  act  of  l^slation 
conducted  with  all  the  forms  which  the  Constitu- 
tion requires.  Can  he  expect  to  do  so  ?  Can  he 
give  them  any  other  authority — any  other  influ- 
ence by  a  vfte  of  this  Senate  than  they  would 
have  had  without  it?  Can  he  reconcile  me  to 
these  measures  by  his  vote  or  the  vote  of  his 
friends?  Sir,  he  knows  the  opinion  I  entertain  of 
these  measures,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  introduced  and  passed  in  this  body.  I  then 
denounced  them.  I  now  denounce  them;  because  I 
believe  that  they  have  made  a  precedent  in  the 
political  history  of  this  country,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  which  this  Union,  wielded  by  a  despotic 
majority,  will  survive  the  Constitution.  I  believe 
now,  as  I  believed  then,  that  they  were  passed  in 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  ^arantees  calculated 
to  protect  one  section  of  this  Union.  Does  the 
gentleman  suppose  that  the  South  is  to  have  secu- 
rity by  an  assurance  such  as  he  proposes  ?  Does 
he  expect  that  I,  who  have  heretofore  denounced 
these  measures,  shall  now  consent  to  put  upon 
them  the  seal  of  approbation,  and  to  kiss  the  rod 
of  oppression,  as  1  have  regaVided  it?  Sir,  I  cannot, 
with  Druidical  devotion,  worship  at  the  foot  of  a  1 


tree  whose  fniits  are  to  be  bitterness  and  destruc 
tion  to  my  posterity. 

If  tkere  is  imy  one  thing  in  the  political  history 
of  this  country  that  will  be  developed  by  time,  i 
will  be  this:  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitef 
Slates  never  can  be  amended.  I  tliink  it  may  \h 
proclaimed  as  a  settled  fact,  that  the  Constitution 
which' has  been  in  operation  for  more  than  sixty 
years,  never  will  be  amended.  And  why  ?  Be- 
cause  as  soon  as  we  meet  with  any  difficulty  from 
the  administration  of  the  Gk>veimment-^-«8  soon  a« 
any  trying  juncture  of  afifaira  is  presented — whai 
is  the  expedient?  Do  we  apply  tnat  great  manci- 
ple provided  for  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  it  can  be  amended  ?  No,  sir. 
The  resort  is  to  compromise,  or  to  eolarnng,  by 
construction,  some  or  the  provisions  of  cBe  Coo- 
stitution.  Who  is  it  that  will  dictate  compromises 
of  this  kind,  and  give  to  the  Constitution  its  char- 
acter under  their  operation  ?  Will  it  be  the  mi- 
nority? Will  it  be  those  whose  interests  have 
sufifered  and  whose  interests  are  in  danger?  No, 
sir.  Whenever  constitutions  have  to  be  patched 
up  by  compromises,  or  to  bechanced  by  construc- 
tion, depend  upon  it,  such  propositions  will  never 
come  from  a  minority.  All  expedients  of  that 
kind  will  proceed  from  a  majority — the  majority 
who  have  the  temptation  of  interest  to  consult  in 
giving  character  to  the  institutions  of  the  countiy. 

I  am  unwilling  to  go  further  into  this  delate  at 
this  time,  except  to  protest  against  this  mode  of 
attempting  to  influence  the  deliberations  of  another 
assenibly  in  my  own  State.    I  was  in  hopes  that 
they  would  be  allowed  to  deliberate  the  great  ques- 
tion which  they  are  called  upon  to  consider  fairly, 
and  under  auspices  favorable  to  the  protection  ot 
those  whose  rights  have  been  violated,  in  my  opin- 
ion, and  whose  political  existence  will  be  doomed, 
if  expedients  of  this  kind  are  to  be  submitted  io 
by  those  who  represent  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try.   Will  the  noDorable  gentleman  tell  me  that 
our  institutions  are  not  in  danger,  when  he  ttO* 
us  that  the  billows  of  the  free-soil  agitation  trr 
already  beating  upon  the  base  of  the  Constitution? 
When  he  tells  me  that  our  institutions  are  in  dan- 
ger from  agitation  of  this  kind,  does  he  expeaio 
give  me  security  by  having  a  vote  in  fiivor  of 
measures  which  I  have  heretofore  denounced  and 
made  war  upon,  and  shall  continue  to  denounce 
and  make  war  upon,  as  otur  fathera  made  war  on 
the  alien  and  seaition  laws,  as  long  as  I  believed 
they  had  been  framed  in  a  spirit  unfavorable  and 
unfriendly  to  the  rights  and  institutions  of  those 
whom  I  represent? 

If  this  discussion  had  not  been  commenced,  I 
do  not  tliink  I  should  have  opened  my  mouth  upon 
this  subject  during  this  session  of  Congress,  and  1 
have  uttered  these  few  sentences  to  let  the  gentle- 
man know  my  position,  and  to  let  him  know  the 
opinions  entertained  by  more  than  myself.  It  may 
be  that  by  singing  his  peans  to  the  Union  he  msy 
hush  for  a  moment  the  tumult  and  opposiu'on  of  I 
those  who  would  never  have  n)ad»  war  upon  it  if 
it  had  not  been  patched  up  aim  patched  np  by 
compromise,  and  compromise,  and  comproinise ! 
From  whom  do  these  compromises  comer  Never; 
from  the  weaker  portion.  ^ 

Sir,  I  believe  that  the  Southern  people  are  ft 
doomed  people  if  proceedings  of  this  kind  are  al* 
lowed  to  go  forth.  Grod  knows  there  is  no  mait 
upon  earth  who  would  go  further  than  myself  to 
prevent  anarchy,  and  iiostility,^  and  blood,  ana 
violence  in  this  age  of  reason,  intelligence,  and 
wisdom,  to  eflTect  any  reforms.  It  is  alien  to  the 
genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  spirit  of  thf 
common  law  of  England,  to  eflTect  any  reform  hf 
violence  and  civil  war.  But  if  the  Southern  peo- 
ple and  the  Southern  Representatives  are  not  morj 
united,  I  cannot  answer  for  consequences.  U 
these  measures,  which  are  intended,  1  suppose,  td 
be  somewhat  improved  by  this  indorsement,  arti 
intrinsically  gooo,  I  cannot  perceive  any  advan* 
tage  to  be  derived  from  this  resolution:  It  dod^ 
look  to  me  very  much  as  if  the  gentleman  w- 
following  the  example  of  Lycurgus,  who,  a 
making  Jaws,  imposed  on  those  who  were  to  obe 
them  the  injunction  that  they  were  never  to 
changed 

Mr.  POOTE,  of  Mississippi.  Until  he  returned. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Perhaps  the  Senator  is  gomr 
away,  wishing  to  leave  injtmctions  like  thot 
which  Lycureus  left.  .  , 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    I  shall  certainl 
come  back.    Lycurgus  did  not  return. 
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Mr.  BUTLER.  The  gentlemao,  then,  is  imi- 
laung^  L]rcargQS.  He  does  not  wish  these  laws 
to  be  ehang^  until  he  does  come  beick;  and  he 
«va  that  be  is  coming  back. 

Xf  r.  POOTE.    Th«  difference  is  that  Lycurgus 

~it  away  with  the  intention  never  to  return, 
vkmas  1  go  siiMio  retertendo^  for  I  design  return- 
istn  Utt}e  more  than  a  year  from  this  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Then  the  gentleman  intends 
Is  be  superior  to  Lycurros.  He  is  going  to  come 
kaA  wnen  he  pleases.  Nothing  can  prevent  him ; 
■R  9ten  death  itseir.  I  understood  that  Lycur- 
gas  went  away  expecting  to  die.  I  woula  not 
aoy  such  fate  to  beful  the  gentleman;  but  it 
fcnr  him  to  control  his  fate  and  to  come  back 
be  pleases. 

Ilr.  FOOTE.    My  Union-loving  Legislature 

*"        "  me  bade 


Mr,  BUTLER.  That  is  relyine  upon  the  fidd- 
IqrarT^r  '*  faithful  commoners.^' 
Mr.  FOOTE.  I  do  rely  upon  them. 
Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  wish  to  protract  my 
I  may  have  occasion  when  I  have  de- 
more  upon  the  subject  to  say  something 
I  would  wish  to  say  nothing  now  incon- 
kt  with  the  gravity  of  the  subject  and  what 
id  become  Uie  deliberations  of  this  body. 
V  Ae  debate  shall  be  continued  hereafter,  I  may 
idk*  occasion  to  go  into  it  fully. 
Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  shall  daim  the 
'^oo  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  President,  for  a  short 
otilyv  in  responding  to  the  very  extraordi- 
iBgue  with  which  the  Senator  from  South 
[Mr.  BfTTLBR]  has  favored  us  this  mom- 
The  exhibition  which  has  just  drawn  to  a 
^'air,  must  have  surprised  every  member  t>f 
body,  as  assuredly  it  has  astounded  myself; 
nere  seems  to  be  more  or  less  reason  to 
e  that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not 
to  tlie  condusioa  to  entertain  us  in  a  manner 
M  Mrftiu;  and  peculiar  without  considerable  pre- 
'woM  ddneration.  Indeed,  I  should  conjecture, 
thing  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  man- 
eertain  attendant  circumstances,  that  the 
li  he  has  deemed  i^  becoming  to  enact 
nn|r,  wtu  devolved  upon  him,  to  some 
,  aa  the  result  of  previous  concert  and  con- 
At  any  rate,  it  would  be  wronging  the 
I  hnagine,  very  greatly  not  to  sup- 
tbe  spewi  which  he  has  just  ddivered 
fruit  of  much  meditation,  as  surely  it 
:l»  kave  been.  Well,  sir,  I  will  acconl  to 
AejmtknsB  sH  the  credit  to  which  be  may  be 
IfiWmTlj  entitled  for  having  made  just  such  a 
tSMyenla^fipMftedT  and  statesman-like  speech,  as 
'idnt^tm  wea  expected  from  a  Senator  of  his 
liphftfitfMaBadbartbe  fullest  deliberation  and  the 


% 


I  ha^e  had  concert  with  no 
tad  verv  little  ddiberation  upon 
Air  I  oniy  heard  of  it  a  short  time 


s: 


■«  iWrS.    Then  the  gentleman  has  had  the 
rtam  to  have  been  inopt  eoficilH.    It  would 
ifcil  be  has  neither  consulted  his  friends  nor 
isvad  ixoder8tanding,as  in  justice  to  him- 
I  the  grave  subject  uiraer  consideration,  he 
have  done  berore  he  ventured  upon  that 
sea  of'controversy,  amid  whose  swelling 
hi  haM  been  essaying  to  navigate.    What 
kfliMkable  goitleman  can  see  in  this  poor  reso- 
^  of  mine  to  justify  him  in  that  fierce  revolu- 
barangne,  to  which  he  has  just  given 
is  entirely  beyond  my  powers  of  dia- 
ls there  anythiog  m  the  resolution 
insulting  to  that  gentleman,  or  his  sen- 
f  Is  there  anything  in  it  insulting  to  any 
sovereign  States  of  this  Confederacy?    Was 
mythin^  in  the  few  remarks  which  I  offered 


in  support  of  the  resolution,  breath- 
discouitesy  or  suggestive  of  the  least 
to  any  human  beine  in  the  world  ?    The 
win  bear  me  witness  Uiat  I  am  innocent  In 
respects;  and  yet  the  g^entleman  says  that 
a  very  offensive  resolution;  and  he  rather 
s  tluU  it  is  intended  to  have  a  special  effect 
vicinage  of  the  South,  where  deliberations 
in  pi  ogress  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
may  be  more  or  less  disturbed  by  the 
of  such  a  resolution  as  the  one  before 
,  1  eonfeaH  that  I  do  not  exactly  under- 
the  honorable  ^ent^enum  upon  thisnoint. 
}f  ibe  resolution  was  introduced  for  no 
or  «oo6eaM  purpose,  nor  for  any  purpose 


not  clearly  explained  by  me  already.  It  is  quite 
a  mistake  to  suppose  that  I  designed  to  interfere 
at  all  with  any  such  deliberations  as  he  more  than 
hints  may  be  nowffoing  on  in  his  own  State,  hav- 
iog  in  view  the  withdrawal  of  that  rejected  State 
from  the  Confederacy.  Indeed  I  did  not  at  all 
advert  to  the  fact,  in  offering  the  resolution  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  that  such  deliberations 
as  the  gentleman  refers  to  were  going  on.  I  will 
deal  very  frankly  with  the  gentleman  and  the  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  President,  in  reference  to  this  very  deli- 
cate point,  and  say  that  if  the  favorable  action  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  resolution  should  have  the 
effect  of  quieting  exdtement  in  South  Carolina, 
and  effectually  reconciling  that  noble  State  to  re- 
maining in  the  Confederacy,  I  shall  be  rejoiced 
beyond  measure  at  such  a  result.  But,  sir,  I  again 
solemnly  disdaim  having  intended  to  intermeddle 
with  the  spedal  domestic  concerns  of  any  State  in 
the  Confederacy,  or  to  obstruct  any  proceedings 
of  a  domestic  character  which  may  be  now  in  prog- 
ress in  South  Carolina. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  and  certainly  not  with 
his  accustomed  courtesy,  that,  in  his  judgment, 
this  resolution  is  unwise  and  unnecessary.  That 
is  the  gentleman's  opinion.  Well,  sir,  in  my 
judgment,  I  will  not  say  the  resolution  is  a  wise 
one,  as  this  might  look  a  little  egotistical,  but  I 
will  aver  that  1  consider  it  quite  a  judicious  one, 
and,  under  all  the  drcumstances  which  surround 
us,  almost  indiipensably  necessary  to  the  public 
repose  and  safety.  I  wish  to  make  known  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  also,  that,  (varying  very  de- 
cidedly from  his  own  example  on  this  occasion,)  I 
did  not  introduce  the  Tesolution  until  I  had  made 
the  movement  which  itproposes  the  subject  of  much 
calm  and  dispassionate  examination,  nor  until  I 
had  consulted,  as  to  the  expediency  of  offering  it, 
many  gentlemen  of  acknowledged  wisdom  and  of 
tried  patriotism;  and  its  introduction  was  therefore 
not  determined  upon  by  me  until  men  far  safer  than 
mysdf  had  thus  aided  me  with  their  valuable  coun- 
sels. I  regret  that  I  have  ^ot  had  the  good  fortune  to 
secure  the  honorable  gentleman  *8  codperative  aid  in 
support  of  my  resolution;  and  he  will  allow  me  to 
express  the  regret,  which  I  should  certainly  feel, 
diould  I  find  out,  or  have  reason  to  believe  here- 
after, that  he  would  have  been  somewhat  more 
indined  to  have  been  a  co-laborer  with  me  on  this 
occasion  had  the  State  of  Mississippi  not  refused 
so  si^pDally  in  September  last  to  cooperate  with 
certain  persons  in  South  Carolina  in  breaking  up 
the  Union.  I  protest  most  seriously  against  sucn 
a  perversion  of  the  kx  talionis  principle  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

The  Senator  said,  I  think,  something  about  his 
not  bdng  willing  to  worship  at  the  foot  of  a  tree 
that  bears  poisonous  fruit;  and  he  says  this  in 
reference  to  the  measures  of  compromise  referred 
to  in  the  resolution.  I  am  not  entirely  certain 
that  I  duly  comprehend  this  figurative  mn^^uage, 
which,  to  say  tne  least  of  it,  is  as  mystical  in 
meaning  as  it  is  trite  in  allusion;  but  if  I  am 
to  understand  the  honorable  Senator  as  com- 
paring the  whole  series  of  measures  embraced  in 
the  plan  of  adjustment  to  a  tree  bearing  fruit  de- 
structive of  human  life,  tHen  I  must  tell  him  that 
no  such  death-producing  fruit  has  yet  fallen  from 
the  boughs  of  tnat  poodfy  tree  upon  the  sacred  soil 
of  Mississippi,  ana  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  unfortunate  enough 
wholly  to  have  misconceived  the  true  character  and 
bearing  of  the  measures  in  question. 

Sir,  what  are  those  measures,  that  thev  shauld 
thus  be  denounced  before  the  country?  Have 
they  so  operated  as  to  injure  any  State  of  the  Con- 
federacy in  any  substantial  respect  whatsoever? 
Have  they  not  rescued  the  Republic  from  such 
dangers  as  never  were  known  to  menace  it  with 
destruction  at  any  former  period  of  our  history  ? 
Is  there  a  single  one  of  them  all  that  caii  be  justly 
charged  with  violating  the  Constitution,  or  witn 
threatening  serious  detriment,  or  any  detriment 
whatever,  to  any  section  of  the  Union  in  all  com- 
ing time?  I  shall  not  at  present  ^  into  a  minute 
examination  of  these  measures;  it  is  not  necessarv. 
But  the  Senate,  I  know,  will  bear  with  me  whiuit 
I  offer  a  brief  and  runningcommentary  upon  them, 
in  order  to  show  how  little  thev  deserve  the  harsh 
crimination  which  they  have  tnis  day  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  in  the  progress  of  a  speech  which,  I 
must  say,  has  been  declamatory  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  in  which  I  cannot  now  recollect  a 


single  sentence  that  approximated  to  the  dignity 
of  argument. 

To  b^in  with  the  Califbrnia.  question.  Sir,  it 
is  perfectly  wdl  known  here  that  I  did  not  vote 
for  the  admission  of  California)  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  do  6o,  without  violating  public  sentiment 
among  my  own  particular  constituents,  unless  in- 
deed that  act  should  be  made  to  form  part  of  a 
general  scheme  of  settlement;  and  I  deciaedly  pre- 
ferred, at  any  rate,  voting  for  the  retention  of 
California  in  the  territorial  condition  for  a  year  or 
two.  My  reasons  for'desiring  that  this  should  be 
the  condition  of  California  for  a  short  period, 
were  stated»very  franklv  and  fully  at  the  time,  in 
hearing  of  this  body,  and  I  shall  not  no  w  redte  them . 
But  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  sir,  that  I  never 
r^^rded  such  act  of  admission  as  at  all  violative 
ofthe  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  con- 
stantly been  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  doubt  upon  this  point;  end  I  am  happv  to 
recollect  that  mv  own  honored  constituents  have 
at  all  time,  with  singular  unanimity,  entertained 
the  same  opinion.  Indeed,  Mr.  President,  I  think 
myself  justified  in  believing  that  there  were  never, 
even  in  this  Ixjdy,  any  considerable  number  of 
gentlemen  who  were  willing  to  risk  their  character 
as  public  men  before  the  country,  by  the  assertion 
that  the  act  of  Californian  admission  was  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  character.  I  wdl  recollect  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  who  sits 
over  the  way,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  in  his  celebrated 
protest,  cautiously  declined  the  assumption  of  any 
such  position,  and  if  I  do  not  err  in  memory,  that 

fentleman  intimated,  at  the  time  of  its  presentation 
ere,  an  impression  that  the  medsure  of  admission 
was  not  fairly  subject  (a  objection  upon  mere  con- 
stitutional grounds.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  to  whom  I  am  at  present  respond- 
ing, entertained  the  opinion  upon  this  question 
which  he  now  expresses,  he  certainly  maae  noth- 
ing Kke  a  regular  arprument  in  support  of  this  view 
of  the  subject,  or  if  he  did  do  so,  it  was  not  of  a 
nature  sumdently  striking  to  fix  itsdf  distinctly  in 
my  memory.  Sir,  California  was  admitted  just  in 
the  mode  adopted  for  the  admission  of  every  new 
State  that  has  heretofore  entered  into  the  Confed- 
eracy. If  she  was  unconstitutionally  admitted, 
none  of  the  new  States  heretofore  admitted  have 
ever  yet  found  thdr  way  into  the  Confederacy  in 
such  manner  as  to  entitle  them  to  reco^ition,  as 
Intimately  appertaining  to  our  Confederacy  of 
sovereign  states.  Sir,  I  will  not  argue  the  question 
at  lengUi;  it  would  be  wholly  profitless  to  do  so. 
But  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  it  be  in  his 
power  to  show  in  what  manner  the  admission  of 
California  has  been  at  all  detrimental  to  any  of  the 
older  States  of  the  Confederacy  ?  In  what  respect 
is  it  possible  that  any  such  detriment  could  have 
been  experienced  ?  Have  the  people  of  California 
not  been  as  good  citizens  since  theu*  admission  as 
one  of  the  abvereign  States  of  this  Union, -ns  they 
were  antecedent  thereto  ?  Have  not  the  governmen- 
tal proceedings  of  that  new  State  been  such  as  should 
command  the  respect  of  the  nation?  Is  it  not  an 
ascertained  fact,  and  does  not  the  genilem'an  from 
South  Carolina  know,  that  the  people  of  Califor- 
nia have  shown  themselves  as  free  from  all  senti- 
ments of  hostility  to  our  peculiar  institutions  of  the 
South  as  the  citizens  of  any  Southern  State  in  the 
Union  ?  If  he  is  not  aware  ofthe  fact,  I  he^  leave 
to  infbrm  him,  that  the  sentiment  of  fanatical  op- 
position to  the  system  of  domestic  slavery  exist- 
ing in  the  South,  has  never  yet  made  itself  mani- 
fest ia  the  legislative  councils  of  this  new  State.  I 
say  this  in  hearing  of  those  altogether  competent  to 
correct  me  if  I  am  in  error  upon  the  subject.  Be- 
sides, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
recollect  that  California,  from  the  moment  of  her 
admission,  has-been  represented  in  this  Chamber 
by  a  gentleman  whom  we  all  respect,  and  who 
on  all  occasions  has  shown  himself,  in  reference 
to  the  ddicate  and  distracting  questions  which  have 
placed  the  Republic  in  so  much  jeopardy,  a  true 
patriot,  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Soutli,  and  an  unswerving  fWend  of 
the  Union.  The  admission  of  California,  then,  I 
contend  has  done  us  no  injury,  and  the  particular 
section  of  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  the  faithful  and  efficient  representative 
here,  has  had  no  reason,  thus  far,  to  cofnplain  of 
such  admission. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  turn  our  attention  for  a  moment 
to  what  is  called  the  territorial  acts.  These  bills 
provide  territorial  governments  for  Utah  and  New 
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Mexico,  without  the  Wilmoi  jnimso.  Again,  each 
of  these  acts  provides,  in  the  most  emphatic  aaid 
distinct  oMinner,  for  the  extension  of  me  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  Union  to  said  Territories: 
thus  securing,  as  I  suppose  oil  jurists  worthy  of 
the  name  would  decide,  the  eOectual  abrc^tion  of 
the  Mexican  laws  abolishing  slavery.  These  acts 
provide,  as  the  Senator  wdl  knows,  in  addition, 
that  tlie  Territories  to  which  they  apply,  wten 
tiiey  shall  become  States,  shall  come  into  the  Union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the  people  thereof  may, 
in  their  constitution,  aecide;  and  this  provision  is 
equally  effectual  in  regard  to  all  the  States  into 
wiiich  these  Territories  "may  be  hereafter  subdi- 
vided. Surely  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
will  rejoice  with  me  that  such  are  the  terms  on 
which  territorial  governments  have  been  established 
in  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  instead  of  extending  to 
xhem  what  is  known  as  the  Missouri  oompromioe 
line,  as  some  ultraists  in  the  South  have  contended 
•liould  have  been  done.  We  ail  know  that  the 
Missouri  compromise  provides,  in  express  terms, 
for  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  all  the  territories 
of  the  Union  north  of  SGP  30'  nortli  latitude.  Now 
&e  principle  of  this  boasted  compromise  applied 
to  Utah  would  have  at  once  driven  all  the  slave- 
holders and  their  slaves  now  resident  there,  and 
enjoying  the  protection  of. law  therein,  beyond  the 
eonnnes  of  tnat  Territory,  and  have  closed  the 
■ame  forever  to  the  reception  of  slavery ;  since  all  of 
Utah  is  known  to  be  situated  north  of  the  tine  of 
36^  30'.  How  this  could  at  all  benefit  the  South, 
remeuns  yet  for  the  learned  doctors  of  the  Secession 
school  to  show.  To  my  simple  apprehension  it 
woidd  be  nothing  more  nor  loss  than  applying 
the  hated  Wilmot  proviso  to  Utali.  Sir,  let  me 
remind  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  of  the 
fact,  that  every  Southern  Senator,  save  two,  voted 
for  the  Utah  bill.  Especially  do  I  wish  to  re- 
mind him  tliat  his  close  and  intimate  ally,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,] 
voted  for  the  Utah  biil,«s  he  did  also,  according 
to  his  own  declaration  to  me  this  morning,  for 
tlie  New  Mexican  territorial  bill — which  is  in  all 
material  respects  correspondent  therewith.  Surely 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  will 
not  think  of  seriously  reprehending  this  portion  of 
the  measures  of  adj^tment,  since,  in  order  to  do 
so  with  effect,  he  will  have  to  unite  in  censuring 
those  with  whom  I  know  it  has  long  been  his 
highest  pride  to  act  here. 

18  it  tne  Texas  and  New  Mexican  boundary 
M^  that  the  honorable  gentleman  supposes  should 
awaken  so  much  dissatisfaction  to  the  South?  As 
to  this  point  I  shall  ask  leave  to  turn  him  over  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ber- 
rien,] under  whose  monitions,  and  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  whose  eloquent  persuasions,  the  Senate  is 
known  to  have  given  its  sanction  to  this  measure. 
By  this  act  the  disputed  boundary  line  between 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  was  definitively  settled, 
and  civil  war,  then  seriously  menaced ,  most  happi- 
ly prevented.  The  territory  purchased  from  Texas 
now  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  Government 
of  New  Mexico,  became  part  of  the  Union  under 
the  resolution  of  Texan  annexation;  which  reso- 
lution provided  expressly' that  all  new  States  into 
which  Texas  might  be  subdivided  at  any  future 

Seriod,  lying  north  of  36P  30'  north  latitude,  should 
e  free  States.  It  has  been  seen  that  the  actestab- 
Jishinff  a  territorial  government  for  New  Mexico, 
brought  into  operation  a  principle  far  more  favor- 
able than  this  rule  of  360  SKy  to  our  Southern  insti- 
tutions. Does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
object  to  this  important  emendation  of  the  Texan 
resolution  of  annexation,  when,  as  he  must  pei*' 
ceive,  by  means  of  it,  slave  States  are  allowed  to 
spring  up  hereafter,  where  before  this  plan  of  set- 
tlement'was  adopted  it  was  impossible  that  any 
but  free  States  could  exist? 

Perhaps  the  gentleman  mainly  objects  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  bill,  as  it  is  called.  Well, 
air,  if  he  does,  I  have  to  say  to  him  that  he  objects 
to  what  has  been  the  law  of  this  District  during 
the  wholtf  of  the  present  century.  The  act  ol' 
Concress  of  1801 ,  to  which  the  signature  of  Thom- 
as Jefferson  was  attached,  which  adopted  the 
old  Maryland  Jaw  on  this  subject  and  gave  full 
validity  and  binding  effect  to  the  same  in  the 
part  of  the  District  not  retroceded  at  the  period  of 
this  enactment  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  having 
been  far  more  stringent  in  its  termst  man  the  act  of 
1850;  the  former  having  provided,  under  the  pre- 
ci«e  penalties  of  the  present  law,  too»  not  oidy 


against  the  bringing  of  slaves  into  the  District  for 
sale  here,  or  for  deposit  here  and  sole  elsewhere, 
but  having  denounced  the  penalty  of  forfeiture, 
<Sx.,  of  all  slaves  brought  hither,  Jbr  an}f  pwrpou 
tchattocver. 

I  can  scarcely  belies ve  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man can  iiave  intended  to  be  understood  on  tl^iis 
occasion  as  luurmuriiig  over  the  passage  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law;  though  I  believe!  do  not  err  in 
supposing  the  Senator  O'oin  South  Carolina  not  to 
have  attached  as  much  importance  to  this  partic- 
ular enactment  as  some  otlier  gentlemen  are  Known 
to  have  done^who  represented  in  Congress  the 
border  States  of  tlie  Union.    1  recollect,  too,  quite 
vividly,  various  declarations,  in  this  Chamber  and 
elsewhere,  at  ditferent  tim^,  made  by  certain 
Southern  gentlemen  of  extreme  ^pinions,  that  no 
great  appreciatioai  was  due  to  this  particular  enact- 
ment, since  it  only  carried  out  a  plain  provision  of 
the  Constitution.    It  is  also  not  forgotten  by  me, 
and  I  hope  that  it  is  not  forgotten  by  the  Senate 
either,  that  this  particulai'  act  would  have  been 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  a  much 
earlier  period  of  tlie  session  before  the  last  than  it 
was,  but  for  the  fact  that  it  was  not  deemed  poUtic 
by  certain  Southern  Senators,  who  had  special 
charge  of  the  subject,  to  report  a  bill  for  the  recap- 
tion and  restoration  of  fugitives  from  service  until 
it  should  be  ascertained  that  all  the  other  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  subject  of  domestic  sla- 
very were  likely  to  be  satisfactoril]^ disposed  of  in 
Congress.    The  Senate  will  remember  my  former 
exposition  of  this  matter  here,  and  cannot  have 
fiDrgotien  my  statement  of  an  important  matter 
of  fact  connected  with  this  delicate  point,  when  1 
declared,  in  hearing  of  honorable  Senators  from 
the  South,  who  could  not  deny  the  truth  of  what 
1  said,  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Casi,]  and  other  Senators  from  the  States  of 
the  North,  now  present,  and  whom  I  could  easily 
name,  requested  me  to  see  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Mason,!  and  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  to  whom  i  am  now  replyuig,  at  a  very 
early  day  of  the  session  Uien  in  progress,  and  to 
urge  upon  them  both  the  importance  of  their  re- 
porting  a    bill  without   delay  which,   when   it 
should  become  a  law,  would  secure  full  justice 
to  the  South  in   regard   to  fugitives  from   ser- 
vice, pledging  themselves   to   vote  for  any  bill 
which   should  be  thus  reported,  which   shouhl 
be  free  from  constitutional  objections.    The  mo- 
tives of  honorable  Senators  in  not  reporting  this 
bill  earlier  1  have  never  arraigned,  nor  do  1  on  tlie 
present  occasion.    They  were  doubtless  conscien- 
tious in  their  action,  though  I  thought  them-  at  the 
time  injudicious  in  the  course  adopted   by  them, 
as  I  still  do:  the  reason  given  me  for  delaying 
the  reporting  of  this  bill,  that  if  the  question  in- 
volved therem  should  be  satisfactorily  adjusted  at 
tliat  time,  it  might  ])rove  impossible  thereafter  to 
rouse  the  border  States  to  energetic  action  in  co- 
operation witli  the  other  Southern  States,  for  the 
vindication  of  their  essential  rights,  never  having 
been  considered  by  me  to  be  of  a  character  suffi- 
ciently solid  to  entitle  it  to  operate  potentially 
upon  the  deliberations  of  Congress.    I  repeat,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina  could  have  seen 
anything  in  this  particular  law  to  demand  that  ex- 
hibition of  his  powers  of  parliamentary  objurga- 
tion which  we  have  witnessed  this  morning.    To 
be  sure,  I  was  aware  that  when  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter, 
called  our  attention  to  the  riotous  proceedings  in 
Boston,  in  opposition  to  this  law — a  painfiu  re- 
membrance of  which  I  suppose  all  now  present  to 
bear  in  mind — there  were  Southern  Senators  pres- 
ent, yea,  sir.  Southern  Senators,  too,  who  assume 
to  be  tlie  peculiar  and  exclusive  guardians  of  the 
South — who  did  not  hesitate  to  avow  the  opinion 
that  any  Uttempt  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to 
put  down,  by  military  forc«,  such  an  armed  oppo- 
sition to  the  law  as  was  known  to  have  been  set 
on  foot,  would  be  a  most  outrageous  usurpation  of 
authority,  and  a  serious  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  sovereign  State  of  Massachusetts.    Mr.  Pres- 
jident,  this  doctrine  was  at  the  time  most  justly 
denounced  in  this  body,  and  its  upholders  most  de- 
servedly chastised; and  the  some  doctrine  has  been 
regularly  adjudged,  by^ll  intelligent  men  in  the 
South,  to  have  been  in  its  inception  little  better 
than  sheer  nonsense. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  state  a  proposition  to  the  hon- 
houorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  which 


I  invoke  his  special  attention.  There  is  no  part 
of  the  plan  of  compromise  that  is  repealable  in  ita. 
character  except  the  fugitive  slave  bill  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  bill.  The  latter  I  have  shown 
to  be  unworthy  of  a  moment's  consideration. 
California  is  already  tn  tfte  Unionf  and  there  is  na 
remedy  known  to  ,the  Constitution  by  means  of 
which  she  can  be  expelled  therefrom  and  restored 
to  the  territorial  state.  The  territorial  ^vem- 
inents  are  established,  and  on  such  principles  a» 
Soutliem  men  have  always  advocatea;  and  1  sup* 
pose  that  the  honorable  Senator  would  hardly  con- 
tend iLhat  Congress  could,  otherwise  than  by  a 
palpable  usurpation  of  power,  and  a  most  shame' 
less  violation  of  vested  riglits,  deprive  the  people 
of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  so  long  cut  on*  from 
the  blessings  of  regular  rovemment,  of  the  pro- 
tection now  afford^  to  tf^m  by  the  Governmenta 
under  which  they  live.  Texas  has  reoeiyed  her 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  or  a  large  portion  thereof, 
and  all  sensible  men  know  tnat  there  are  no 
constitutional  means  of  getting  it  back  ijrithout 
her  consent;  whilst  no  one  possessed  of  a  par- 
ticle of  sanity  would  conjecture  that  a^e  would 
ever  willingly  restore  the  benefits  of  a  contract 
so  manifestly  advantageous  to  her.  The  great 
practical  question  at  last  upon  my  resoiutlon  is. 
Shall  the  fvgitive  $lave  law  bt  fmlnfuUy  ef^orced  7 
In  other  woixis,  Will  our  brctnren  of  the  North, 
through  their  representatives  in  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  now  declare,  in  some  formal  legisla- 
tive in^e,  that  they  will  hereafler  exert  diem- 
selves  faithfully  and  energetically  to  give  full  effect 
to  this  law,  and  thus  evince  their  determination  to 
see  perfect  justice  done  to  their  fellow-citizens  of 
the  South  ?  I  repeat,  this  is  the  only  important 
question  now  before  the  Senate;  and  I  roust  be 
permitted  to  declare  my  profound  regret  at  finding 
that  every  Senator  from  the  South  is  not  found 
willing  to  cooperate  in  a  movement  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  which  the  security  and  repose  of  that  teC' 
tion  of  tlie  Union  are  undeniably  staked. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  been  pleased  to  complain  specially,  and  wi^ 
an  emphasis  not  a  little  imposing,  that  the  time 
seems  to  liave  gone  by  for  amendments  ef  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  without  wVv^, 
I  suppose,  the  honorable  gentleman  would  have 
us  to  understand  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union 
cannot  remain  safely  in  the  Confederacy.     This  is 
not  the  first  time  that  1  have  heard  this  propositioB 
stated  in  this  Chamber.     When  I  heard  it  first,  I 
was  not  a  little  startled  by  its  enunciation.     I  pro- 
tested against  it  the  next  day  as  of  a  character 
highly  dangerous  to  the  peace,  of  the  country.    I 
meet  it  afi:ain  now  in  the  same  spirit,  for  I  con- 
sider the  nonorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
as   clearly   intimating    that    some    conslitutioiiaf 
amendment  is  at  tliis  moment  indispensable  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  Union.    Sir,  the  only 
constitutional  amendment  that  I  have  heard  of 
lately,  is  that  extraordinary  one  recommended  iH 
a  certain  posthumous  political  volume  with  whkh 
I  hope  every  man  in  America  will  shortly  make 
himself  acquainted.    The  amendment  suggeaud 
in  this  volume  proposes^  that  instead  of  chooMng 
one  President  of  the  United  States,  we  should  here- 
after have  two  elected — one  from  the  North,  by 
Nortliem  votes — one  from  the  South,  by  Southern 
votes.  Each  of  tliese Presidents  is,  I  believe,  to  have 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  Union, 
and  a  double  veto  power  is  to  be  exercised  by  them. 
Such  an  amendment  would,  as  every  man  of  prac^ 
tical  good  sense  in  llie  world  will  readily  decide^ 
break  up  the  Union  in  edx>ut  four  or  five  weeks. 
Now,  if  it  is  such  a  fantastical  amendment  as  this, 
or  anything  Uke  it,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Soutli  Carohna  wishes  incorporated  into  that 
sacred  instrument,  I  would  counsel  htm  most  seri- 
ously to  let  the  Constitution  of  our  fathers  alone 
for  the  present,  or  at  least  to  be  certain  that  he  has 
some  scheme  of  emendation  already  matured  more 
woVthy  of  approval  than  tlie  one  just  specified, 
before  he  ventures  either  to  obtrude  it  on  the  atten- 
tion of  his  countrymen,  or  to  complain  that  this 
noblest  production  of  the  human  understanding 
has  lost  all  those  high  capacities  which  the  wise 
men  of  the  land  once  supposed  it  to  possess,  of 
securm^  the  freedom  ana  happiness  of  the  mil- 
lions iivins  under  its  protection,  as  long  as  civili- 
zation and  social  virtue  should  continue  to   dw«ll 
in  this  favored  hemisphere. 

The  honorable  gentleman  complains  somewhat 
vehemently  of  the  want  of  ttmeiim  the  South,  and 
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I  j^at  the  Soiitheni  States  will  be  inevitably 

^raQcd  umeaa  (here  is  more  of  concord  and  united 

MkiB  fuaong  them.    There  are  two  answers  to 

cUs  part  of  the  honorable  genileman  's  speech. 

flnf,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  South  is  really  al- 

nmAy  in  quite  a  united  condition^Tery  Southern 

'^         exc^apt  South  Cafolina,  having  clearly  and 

abiy  decided  in  fitvor  of  acquiescence  m  the 

of  AiQustment;.aQd  tecondhfy  if  there  is  a  want 

«f  abeptute  union  in  the  Soudi  upon  the  questions 

— *^^ — Td  in  tl^e  plan  of  setllemem,  it  is  simply 

a  sxaall  minority  of  Southern  men,  who 

le  imagxzie  themselves  the  whole  South,  re- 

to  pay  a  proper  deference  to  the  views  of  an 

ma  helming  majority,  who  are  entirely  satisfied 

vifc  vhat  Confess  haa  done  to  compose  the  trou- 

jiv  iaeUngs  of  the  nation,  which  minority  are 

^^  atlyurgingfupon  theircountrymen  some  vis- 

pcoiect,  of  one  kind' or  another,  supposed 

to  be  an  absolute  fiii«  ^tca  ston  to  tne  true 

a  and  glory  of  the  i#tion. 

1  juati£ea  in  adding,  sir,  that  the  intelligent 

1  repreaented  in  this  body  by  the  gentleman 

r«  are  quite  inclined  to  allow  the  country  to 

io.tliat  state  of  repose  which  it  formerly 

i;  inaamuch  as  they  have  recently  deter- 

I,  by  an  orerwhebning  majority,  not  to  secede 

tiie  Union  on  account  of  grievances  imagined 

QKOt  to  exist,  nor  until  some  other  SouUiern 

idteO  testify  a  willingness  to  unite  with  them 

jNcrilous  experiment — ^which  I  confidently 

is  a    state  of  things  that  will  never  be 

Sir,  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  the 


Ai^  arat^ication  which  I  have  derived  from  the 
ftMindsian  of  the  people  of  Sooth  Carolina  in 
aopMitiofi  to  the  raiacbievous  counsels  of  that  band 
sfCMisgogiifa  who  have  sought  to  inrolve  them  in 
•BlaB«i  af  lankrfiMMiton  and  foul  trtuaon.  I  have 
fMutiealarly  over  this  happy  result,  Mr. 
,  becaoae  I  had  more  than  a  year  since 
it  both  hare  and  elsewhere.  I  always 
tkat  the  ftttpU  of  South  Carolina,  when 
I  «a  think  oUmly  and  to  act  maturely  upon 
'  and  momentous  question  of  Union  and 
woirid  ao  demean  themselves  as  to  prove 
[Id  thair  utter  unwillingness  deliberately 
tcr  their  owl^  repose  and  happiness  in  or- 
ftM^iy  the  unscrupulous  aspirations  of  am- 
^^MMaagaroea.  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  the  mate- 
dUmabcoi  uiua  supplied  for  that  which  cannot 
bat  1»  nooenized  by  posterity  as  the  brightest 
Htkllie history  or  this  ancient  Common^i^th ; 
aall  tnotthsltne  day  is  yet  far  distant  when, 
i  hiy  evil  counsels,  her  people  shall  delibe- 
the  scenes  of  btooay  anarchy  and 
to  the  multiplied  and  unappre- 
* '  h  result  from  the  sound  and 
of  a  wise  ai^d  beneficent  gov- 


IMfat 
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I  wish  to  make  an  explanation, 
loaome  of  the  remarks  of  thegen- 
«  is  one'  part  of  his  remarks  that 
^MMta  ae,  I  sap|M>se,  as  chairman  of  the  Ja- 
MBy  fWiiMittn,  in  deUiying  to  bring  in  the 
diftve  fatll  at  as  early  a  time  as  practicable, 
hsve-been  acted  ^pon.  .Now  that 
a  bill  was  introduced  by  myself,  as 
af  the  Judiciary  Committee,  one  session 
ras  takea  up  and  acted  upon  at  all.  I 
"hMi  ilMaa  long  as  I  am  the  chairman  or  the  organ 
«nhl  fqmmittee,  I  shall  never  use  my  accidental 
"  Ibrany  party  purpose  whatever.  It  has 
Wf  practice,  aa  the  representative  of  a  com- 
to  faring  in  any  measttres  ordered  by  that 
•ee  as  early  as  practicable,  and  1  brought 
ia  <lKt  aiesaure  one  session  b^ore  it  was  finally 
■iopte^  When  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bffisaw]  o>6Sered  a  substitute  for  it  it  was  then  in  his 
hniiK  ao  far  aa  regarded  the  cunendmenU  That 
M  ^«i  called  \xp  in  the  early  |Mirt  of  the  session 
for  aooaideration,  and  as  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
I  uada  some  rsmarica  upon  it.  I  was 
t  by  the  gentleman  ttma  Virginia,  [Mr. 
p.,3  wwu  at  the  instance  of  the  honorable 
tor  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  these  corn- 
measures  were  introduced,  with  a  requeest 
a  eoDsideration  of  the  fugitiire  slave  bill 
ba  auspended  until  it  should  make  a  part  of 


r,  wtwt  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia 
imrlaveatttf  to  the  gentleman  in  private,  I  know 
W0L  I  do  not  andertakeio  say  what  he  may  have 
nmm/k$At  %n  I haya had noconyersation  with  him 
oa  dke  fldbfeet.    I  am  not  very  much  in  the  habit 


of  repeating  private  conversations.  I  have  no 
doubt  ihat  my  friend  from  Virginia  might  have 
said.  Why  take  up  this  measure  separately  and 
alone,  and  thus  weaken  ourselves  in  the  great  con- 
teat  in  which  we  axe  engaged }  1  may  say  that  there 
is  no  one  on  this  floor  who  has  acted  so  many 
different  parts  as  the  Senator  from  Mississippi.  If 
I  recollect  aright  his  nanie  was  signed  to  a  paper, 
which  was  sent  to  tlie  Governor  ofhis  State,  warn- 
ing the  people  of  that  State  against  the  dangers 
which  were  impending  over  ua  by  one  of  the 
measures  he  has  so  much  praised  to-day. 

'  Mr.  FOOTE.    All  of  wTbich  are  obviated  by  this 
scheme  of  adjustment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  Senator  condemned  that 
fneasure  separately .  He  denounced  it  alone.  But 
it  seems  that  when  it  went  with  something  else,  he 
was  willing  to  acquiesce. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  wish  to  explain.  I  did  unite 
in  a  letter  which  the  gentleman  has  evidently  not 
read,  in  which  I  did  state,  on  the  Slst  of  January, 
of  that  very  session,  that  California  would  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  and  united  also  in  calling 
for  instructions  from  the  Legislatijre  of  the  State 
as  to  what  that  body  might  deem  rigl]^  and  proper, 
under  the  circumstances,  if  California  should  be 
admitted.  There  is  not  one  word  in  that  letter 
intimating  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  admission 
of  California.  I  had  introduced  a  resolution  early 
in  the  session  asserting  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  territorial  government  in  CaJifoiiua.  I 
had  made  a  speech  m  support  of  it,  and  the  only 
one  that  was  made.  I  did  not  oppose  the  admis- 
sion of  California  on  constitutional  grounds  at  all, 
but  on  grounds  of  expediency,  and  from  regard 
to  what  I  deemed  the  usage  applying  to  such  cases. 
After  that,  when  there  was  a  proposition  pending 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  admit  California 
as  a  separate  measure,  conceiving,  as  I  did,  that 
its  admission,  in  this  form,  would  be  objection- 
able; that  instead  of  settling  the  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  institution  of  ,alavery  it  would 
obstruct  such  settlement;  under  these  circum- 
stances I  united  in  that  letter.  I  said  in  that  letter, 
which  was  very  hastily  drawn  up  by  one  of  my 
colleagues,  but  which  I  still  stand  -i>y,as  my  name 
was  subscribed  to  it,  that  the  oppiteofton  of  Cali- 
fornia to  obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  caae,  was  (not  the 
Wilmot  proviso^  but  an  attempt  to  obtain  the  pas- 
sa^  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  another  form.  I 
said  it  was  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  those  press- 
ing it  as  a  separate  measure,  to  obtain  precisely 
those  advantages  in  favor  of  &e  North  over  the 
South  in  Cahfomia  which  the  Wilmot  proviso 
contemplated ;  but  I  aver  that  T  never  did  under- 
take to  say,  in  any  shape  or  form,  either  to  our 
Governor  or  to  any  one  else,  that  I  conceived  the 
admission  of  California  to  be  unconstitutional, 
and  that  its  admission  would  justify  extreme 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  South.  What  I  in- 
sisted upon  was,  that  it  should  form  part  of  a 
general  scheme  of  adjustment.  I  speak  in  the 
presence  of  Senators  who  recollect  my  whole 
course  on  the  subject. 

I  did  not  charge  the  Senator  himself  with  having 
the  conversation  to  which  I  alluded  in  reference  to 
the  fugitive  slave  bill,  but  the  gentleman  must  recol- 
lect that  I  went  to  him  repeatedly  and  urged-  that 
the  bill  should  be  reported  to  the  Senate.  My 
friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Whitcomb,]  and  my 
friend  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  will  recollect 
that  they  urged  me  to  go  to  these  gentlemen  and 
request  them  to  bring  forward  the  bill.  I  per- 
formed my  mission,  and  was  answered  in  the 
manner  I  have  before  stated.  The  gentleman 
being  known  to  be  on  terms  of  extreme  intimacy 
and  confidence  with  the  Senator  ifrom  Virginia, 
when  the  latter  gentleman  replied  to  my  propo- 
sition in  the  manner  which  I  have  before  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  I  did  conceive  they  were 
acting  upon  something  like  a  concerted  plan.  I 
did  not  undertxike  to  censure  them,  for  I  nave  no 
doubt  they  both  conceived  it  inexpedient  at  that 
time  to  puMi  that  particular  question  to  a  settle- 
ment; since  other  questions  remained  unsettled, 
the  adjustment  of  which  would  be  facilitated,  as 
they  may  have  supposed,  by  keeping  the  fugitive 
slave  question  open. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  explanation  which  I  ^ve 
of  what  took  place  in  reference  to  the  fugitive 
slave  bill  cannot  be  contradicted.    It  is  my  duty, 

gerhaps,  to  refer  to  some  other  remarks  of  4he 
enator,  and  to  pay  «omething  with  regard  to 


them.     I  intend  to  be  very,  cool  and  deliber- 
ate. • 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  under- 
stood me  as  saying  anytliing  at  all  calculated  to 
connect  him  with  any  improper  movements  here 
or  elsewhere,  adverse  to  tlie  Union,  he  niiHunder- 
stood  me. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  /)«:««6er  9, 1851. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev,  C.  M.  Butltbr. 

Mr.  Houston,  of  Texas,  appeared  in  liis  seat 
this  morning. 

PETiriONS. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  hate  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  petition  of  petty  officers  in  behalf  or  the 
crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Congress,  a^iking 
Congress  to  repeal  'a  certain  amendment  made  to 
the  Navy  appropriation  bill  at  the  last  session, 
which  deprives  them  of  what  diey  consider  an 
important  privilege.  I  beg  leave  to  state  of  what 
it  is  they  complain.  Ever  since  the  organization 
of  the  Gfovernment,  the  seaman  has  had  the  privi- 
lege of  receiving  mod^  in  lieu  of  such  rations  as, 
by  a  very  rigid  economy  in  the  consumption  of 
his  allowance,  could  be  stopped,  by  which  he  was 
enabled  to  provide  himself  with  some  comforts 
which  did  not  belong  to  the  ration.  The  Naval 
Committee  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  deprived 
him  of  that  privilege,  and  now  he  is  compelled  to 
take  his  rations  as  they  come  to  him. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  are  few  men  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  who  have  fewer  com- 
forts than  the  common  seaman,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time,  no  man  could  enjoy  those  little  com? 
forts  more  than  he  does.    We  deprived  him  of  his 
grog.    He,  being  a  man  of  reform,  submitted  to 
that.     We  took  away   flogging; with  Christian 
patience  he  submitted  to  that.   And  now,  We  have 
made  an  attack  upon  this  little  privilege  of  com- 
muting his  rations.    That  is  too  much  for  the 
sailor  even  to  bear.    I  move  that  this  petition  be 
I  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs,  and 
{  hope  that  it  will  receive  their  early  attention. 
j      The  petition  was  so  referred. 
]     Mr.  CLARKE  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza- 
I  beth  Arnold,  only  daughter  of  Jonathan  Pitcher, 
]  deceased,  an  officer  in  the  Navy  during  the  revo- 
I  lutionary  war,  praying  to  be  lUlowed  a  pension; 
.  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Ambrose 
W.  Thompson,  proposing  to  establish,  with  the 
approbation  of  Congress,  a  line  of  mail  steamers 
between  California  and  China;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLARKE  submitted  documents  relating  to 
the  claim  of  Samuel  Crafin,  a  penpioner  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  increase  of  pension;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr,  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  of  vol- 
unteers in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying 
a  further  grant  of  bounty  lands  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  that  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,- a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Eiaston,  North- 
ampton county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  further 
^rant  of  bounty  lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
die  last  war  with  Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Conunittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  enactment  of  a  law  JLo  prohibit  the  intro- 
duction into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  for- 
eign convicts,  felons,  and  paupers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Leon- 
ard J.  Thomas,  praying  that  pensioners  under  the 
act  of  April  ^4,  1816,  may  oe  entitled  to  draw 
pensions  frorii  the  date  of  the  passage  of  said  act; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Mary  W.  Thompson,  widow  of  Alex- 
ander B.  Thompson,  deceased,  late  ah  officer  in 
the  Army,  praymg  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Gideon,  praying  compensation  for  services 
performed  by  him  as  an  acting  purser  in  the  Navy; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  aT>etition  of  the  late 
and    present  land  officers  at  Ciarksville,  Arkan- 
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■as,  pmying  additional  compensation  for  services 
in  locating  military  bounty  land  warrants;  and 
st^j^  that  a  bill  answering  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners,had  three  times  passed  the  Senate  and 
failed  in  the  House  for  rarious  reasons.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  George 
C.  Paine  and  Polly  Teal!,  heirs  of  Brintoii  Paine, 
deceased,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
praying  to  be  allowed  back  pay  and  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  In- 
dustrial Congress  of  New  York,  praying  that  no 
change  may  be  made  in  the  existing  bounty  land 
laws  tending  to  increase  speculation  in  the  pub- 
lic lands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Adam 
Hays,  a  pensioner  of  tlie  United  States,  praying 
to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Virginia,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Mississippi,  praying  that  the  office  of  Chaplain  in 
tlie  public  service  may  be  abolished;  whicn  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  ^  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Hiram 
Moore  and  John  Hascall,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  patent  for  a  harvesting  machine;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat- 
ent Office. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  pnnring  com- 
pensation for  services  in  the  entry  or  lands  on 
military  bounty  land  warrants;  whicn  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Abio,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Monroe  county , 
Michigan,  prayins^  certain  amendments  to  the  law 
of  July  7,  1838,  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives 
of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  m  part  by  steam;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  memorial  of  members 
of  the  bar  and  citizens  of  California,  praying  that 
the  salary  of  the  district  iud^e  for  the  northern 
district  of  California  may  oe  increased,  and  said: 
Since  that  court  hi|3  been  or^nized  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  ousiness  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, and  that  the  labor  is  very  great.  The 
judge  has  dischai^ed  his  duties  with  great  ability 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  country,  and 
it  IS  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  people  of  (Califor- 
nia that  he  should  have  his^ompensation  increased. 
The  memorial  is  drawn  up  with  great  ability,  and 
covers  the  case. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
B.  Moore,  Josiah  Lawrence,  and  Henry  H.  Good- 
men,  of  Ohio,  and  John  H.  Deihl,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  their  associates,  proposing,  with  the  aid 
of  Goveriiment,  to  establish  a  regular  line  of  mail 
steamers  from  California  or  Orej^on  to  China; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  H.  P. 
Dorsey ,  a  citizen  of  California,  praying  indemnity 
for  loss  by  Indian  depredations,  m  consequence 
of  the  want  of  adec^uate  protection  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  wliich  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  petition  of  Frances 
Moore,  legal  representative  of  John  Moore,  de- 
ceoAcd,  praying  the  payment  of  certain  indents 
issued  by  the  State  or  South  Carolina,  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

CASK  OF  MR.  THRASHER  IN  CUBA. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  desire  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  many  respectable  citizens  of  New  Jersey 
in  behalf  of  Mr.  John  S.  Thrasher.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  some  consequence,  and  I  therefore  ask  that 
it  may  be  read. 

The  petition  was  read,  as  follows: 

T9  tk€  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repre$entaHvea 

of  the   UnUed  States  of  America  in  Congre$B  eu$em- 

bled: 

Your  petitioners,  inbabiuiiti  of  the  city  of  Newark,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  J^ney,  rettpectfuUy  beg  leave  to  repre- 
•ent:  That  many  of  lu  are  personally  acquainted  with 
Mr.  John  8.  Thraiiher,  an  American  citizen,  now  a  prisoner 
in  the  dongeont  of  the  Punta  Castle,  in  the  city  of  Havana, 
and  Island  of  Cuba,  under  Spaniith  rule. 

Thiry  beg  leave  to  state  that  «aid  Thrasher  has  uaifonnly 
been  found  a  genUeman  of  die  strictest  honor  and  iategrit|r, 
a  warm-hearted  fricad  of  Americmifl  sojourning  in  the 


Island  of  Cuba,  and  always  ready  to  extend  to  his  country- 
men, when  requiring  it,  his  aid,  adrice,  and  protectioB, 
without  fee  or  reward. 

Your  petitioners  now  learn,  widi  pain  and  surprise,  that 
Mr.  Thrasher  complains  that  he  has  been  accused  of  trea- 
son \o  the  Spanish  Government,  his  papers  seized,  and  be 
thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and  all  communication  with  bis 
mends  strictly  prohibited)  that  he  has  been  denied  proper 
counsel  to  assist  him  at  his  trial;  that  tlie  represenmtions 
of  our  Consul  iu  his  behalf  have  been  utterly  disregarded; 
that  instead  of  an  open  and  fhir  trial,  (which  he,  as  on 
American  citizen,  was  Ailly  entitled  to)  be  was  compelled 
to  be  tried  by  a  CooaT-MAaTiAL.  in  time  of  peace,  without 
being  furnished  with  copies  of  the  charges  against  him; 
and  that  he  had  no  access  to  the  proceedings  or  tesUmoay, 
and  knew  not  of  what  crime  he  was  accused. 

To  all  these  proceedings  he  made  his  solemn  protest,  as 
against  treaty  stipulations  with  his  Government,  the  law  of 
civilised  nations,  and  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen. 
Notwithstanding,  he  was  sent  back  to  his  dungeon,  and, 
nfier  some  days,  informed  that  he  had  been  sentenced  to 
eight  years  confinement  at  hard  labor,  iu  chains,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  to  pay  costs, — a  sentence  which,  if 
carried  out,  would  be  more  dreadful  by  fhr  than  death. 

Your  petitlonem,  and  the  public  generally,  view  this 
mock  trial  as  a  gross  violation  of  our  national  rights ;  the 
more  especially  as  it  has  not  been  attempted  to  be  proved 
that  Mr.  Thrasher  was,  in  anywise,  implicated  with  the 
Lopez  expedition,  further  than  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
give  that  comfort  which  common  humanity  demanded  to 
those  sufferins  in  captivity.  That  he  has  never  expatriated 
himself,  though  urged  by  the  Spanish  Cuban  Government 
to  do  so,  but  still  claims  to  be  an  American  citizen,  and 
entitled  to  a  full  and  fair  protection  from  thCL  American 
Government,  and  that  he  at  least  have  a  fair  trial,  and  be 
Aimlshed  with  proper  counsel  of  his  own  or  bis  Govern- 
ment's selection. 

Your  petitioners,  therefbre,  pray  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  will  take  such  measures  hi  this  pressing  case 
as  will  prevent  an  American  citizen  of  the  highest  respect- 
ability of  character,  and  universally  esteemed  ft>r  his  kind- 
ness and  attention  to  our  fellow-countrymen  at  Havana, 
(hmi  being  sent  in  chains  to  serve  out  a  long  and  horrible 
conflncment  as  a  galfey  slave,  without  a  fkir  and  full  hear- 
ing in  a  proper  court  of  Justice,  and  where  he  may  hove 
e roper  counsel  and  full  liberty  to  rebut  the  charges  that  may 
e  brought  against  him. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  suppose  there  is  hardly 
an  individual  in  the  Senate,  or  out  of  the  Senate, 
that  will  not  agree  with  me  in  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  this  petition.  I  have  the  most  profound 
respect  for  that  ancient  monarchy,  but  I  wish  that 
it  would  either  mend  its  laws  or  its  manners. 
The  process  by  which  American  citizens  are  tried 
there  has  become  no  joke.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  very  summary  process;  and  punishment  follows 
instantly  upon  the  judgment.  1  know  nothing  of 
the  circumstances  of  this  case;  but  I  desire  to 
know  something  about  them.  And  although  I 
am  not  for  intervention,  yet,  air,  I  am  not  clear  of 
the  idea  that  American  citizens  cannot  be  justly 
punished  in  the  way  some  of  our  citizens  have 
been  punished  and  with  the  sununary  process  by 
which  they  have  been  adjudged.  I  hope  that  upon 
the  investigation  of  this  case,  there  may  not  appear 
to  be  so  much  offensive  in  it,  as  appears  upon  the 
face  of  that  petition.  If  there  is,  1  shall  certainly 
be  prepared  to  make  some  other  motion — some 
motion  that  will  testify  the  feelings  of  devotion  of 
the  Senate  to  the  character  and  lives  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  abroad.  At  present,  however,  I  shall 
satisfy  myself  by  ofienng  the  f<^lowing  resolution: 

Reiolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
reqtiMted  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible  with 
the  public  interests,  all  the  information  in  his  possession 
touching  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  S.  Thrasher,  in  the 
dungeon  of  the  Punta  Castie,  in  the  city  of  Havana  and 
Island  of  Cuba. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  the  petition  of  members  of  the  bar  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  ti»e  files  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  United  States  district  Judge  for  that  Sute, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FEILCH,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Sydney  A.  Allcott,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered f  7*hat  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  Mercer 
Monument  Association,  on  tne  files  of  the  Senate,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  petition  of  tiie  executors  of  Henry 
Eckfbrd,  oeceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Robert  Jemison  and  Ben- 
jamin Williamson,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads;  that 
the  petition  of  Emily  C.  B.  Thompson,  widow  of  Charies 
ThompHon,  deceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Conimittet  on  Naval  Aflairt ;  that  the  memorial  of 


Henry  Smith,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indiaa  AflSiin;  that  the  petithm  of  Joha 
C.  Hays,  and  the  memorial  of  Robert  Platr,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  ro  the  Committee  of  CMms ;  that 
the  memorial  of  Mary  Yf-  Thompsou,  on  the  fiUa  of  tba 
Senate,  bo  referred  to  the  Conuaittee  on  Pemdana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 

Orderedf  Hist  ttie  petition  of  Isaac  Adam,  an  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  lefimd  to  dM  Coouuittee  oa  Patetui  aud 
the  Patent  Omce.    . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  A.  U.  Cole,  the  memorial 
of  Isaac  Vames,  sen.,  and  the  petition  of  Allen  O.  Johnsoa, 
on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims ;  and  that  the  docaments  on  the  files  of  the  Senata, 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Captain  Oeoige  E.  MeClellaad% 
company  (tf  Florida  voluataars,  be  leftrred  to  the  Coouaittee 
on  Military  AflUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  last  sessioa  to  amend  the  act 
eatided  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  arcarity  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  psopeOed  in  wholo 
or  in  part  by  sc^^"  be  referred,  together  Mrith  tiM  papeta 
on  tiie  files  of  the  Senaft,  and  the  report  of  the  Cooimittet, 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Ordered f  That  the  petition  of  Wm.  Wilkinsoa,  on  Iht 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rero- 
Imionary  Claims;  also,  that  the  papers  of  Samuel  Draper, 
on  the  Ales  of  die  Senate,  prayinf  tor  compensation  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds  received  iu  war,  be  rctered  to  tba 
Committee  of  Claims. 

IfOTICBS  OF  B^LLS. 

Notices  of  bills  to  be  hereafler  introdaced,  were 
given  by  Mr.  WHITCOMB,and  Mr.  JONES  of 
Iowa. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBO. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  acreeibly  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
chanee  the  time  for  holding  the  district  courts  of 
the  TJnited  States  in  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ffinia,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MORTON,  in  pursuance  of  preidoiis  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtainra  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dade,  widow  of  the  farts  ^ 
Major  F.  L.  Dade,  United  States  Army;  w^di 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  sod 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  pursdaace  of  prerious  no- 
tice^  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  foU 
lowmg  bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  seconi 
time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wiiconsin  for  saUne  pur^ 
poses;  and 

A  bill  grantinr  the  right  <}f  wav  and  making  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  States  of  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan  in  aid  of  the  constmctton  of  a  road  from 
Qreen  Bay  to  I^e  Superior. 

Mr.  S&WARD,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice given  by  his  coHeagoe,  [Mr.  Fttn,]  asked  and 
obtamed  leave  to  introiduce  a  bill  to  establish  a 
Mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
whkh  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  tti  utle» 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  FitMince. 

Mr.  RHE7T,  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice^ 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  m- 
demnify  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  money 
expended  for  the  United  States  in  the  war  in  Flor- 
ida with  the  Seminole  Indians;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aid 
the  State  of  Louiaiana  in  reclaiming  the  over- 
flowed lands  therein,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  t)n  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
time: 

A  bill  allowing  exchanges  of,  and  granting  ad- 
ditional school  lands  to,  Uie  several  Slates  which 
contain  pubhc  lands,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  referred  to  the  CommittM  on  Public 
Lands;  and 

A  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansas;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  mtroauce  the  follow- 
ing bills;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second  tuaie 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 
the  Judiciary: 
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A  hUB  to  re^eulate  the*  compensatif  n  t>f  the  dis- 
fgkx  jodge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Mawwarhnsetts;  and 

A  btQ  to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
ooided  *  An  act  to  authorize  notaries  public  to 
^iksand  certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  ackndMrl- 
fiineota,  ih  certain  cases."' 
jir.  QWIN,  agreeably  to  prerioos  notice,  asked 
«i  obtained  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an 
set  entitkd  ^*  An  act  to  provide  for  extending  the 
kws  and  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United  States 
todK  State  of  California,  '*  passed  96th  September, 
18901  vhich  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
nAmi.  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FELCH,  agreeably  to  preTiouB  notice, 
■bi  and  obtained  leare  to  int|oauce  the  foUow- 
9(h^;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time 
bikeir  titles,  and  referred  tu  the  Committe  on 
MklAods: 

A  bin  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the 
i^  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
At  oonsCniction  of  a  ship  ^anal  around  the  Falls  of 
Sl  1I<u7*s,  in  said  State; 

A  bin  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the 
f^ghiof  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
iheforpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  Saffi- 
lo  Montreal  rirer,  with  a  branch  from  Uie 
d  river  into  the  same;  and 
A  bffi  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands 
'  lo  the  State  of  Michigan  for  sahne  pur- 


Bfr.  BORLAND,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tec,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
faAsving  bdls;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
one  by  their  titles  : 

A  ^  fiar  the  t«Uef  of  Mark  Bean  and  Richard 
H.  Beaa,  of  Arkansas;  which  was  referred  to  the 
riwiiiiillrs  oo  Public  Lands;  and 

A  biS  for  the  rdief  of  the  widow  of  General 
WoiA;  wfaieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Mr.  NORRIS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
(^Kained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
sfMxv.  E.  A.  McNeil,  widow  of  the  late 
!  Jahn  McNeil;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
lSm€  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Corn- 
ten  P«asioDa. 
MbBODOB,  (d"  Iowa,  asked  and  obtained 
iHwSWag  ip  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation 
sf  itHaper  Mississippi. 

IW  mi  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
vasaiBSM  eonsenty  and  was  before  the  Senate  as 
iaCsBMBBtiee  of  the  Whole. 
Hi.  BODQE  moved  that  it  be  made  the  spe- 
«f  Ike  day  for  Wednesday,  the  17th 
MdkWBs  agreed  to. 

IL18OLUTI0N9. 

Mr.HAIiK,  sgxctibly  to  previous  notice,  asked 

^  ^*  '    *lBWf  ID  introduce  a  joint  resolution 

Aendent  of  the  United  States  to 

» fliadly  offices  of  this  Government 

■dent  of  the  Republic  of  France,  in 

&>eration  of  And  el  Kader;  wbich 

m  irat  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 

sabmitted  the  following  resolution 


Pre«ident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 

to  thft  Senate,  if  not  incondfltent 

any  infonnatioD  the  Ezecative  mav 

iweirfdyfespeetinc  the  firing  into,  and  aeisure  or, 

mahip  Proroetheiu  by  a  British  vessel  of 

«wisc«  last,  near  Grey  Town,  pn  the  MotMiaito 

abOy  wbal  measures  have  h^en  taken  by  the 

tD  Bicerlaiothe  state  of  die  fkots,  and  to  vindi- 

SBi  Wm  h— w  of  ibe  country. 

Mr  BRIGHT,  according  to  previous  notice, 
istrodiictd  the  following  resolution: 

Bsiahei,  That  the  foHowing  shall  be  one  of  the  standing 
n*a  «r*a  Senate,  to  wit : 

&  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Sergeant- at- Anns, 
■ii  Baofffweper,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  shall  be 
chasm  on  Ihe  third  Monday  of  the  present  (OrsC  session  of 
iieauo  Ooagreas,  and  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  first 
aearisaaf  every  saceeeding  Congress. 

U^  eoBsideration  at  the  present  time  was  ob- 
jectld  to;  and  therefore  it  lies  over. 

lir.  DOWNS  offered  the  following  resolution; 
vhkh  was  adopted: 

That  the  Secretaryof  the  Department  of  War 

be  to  the  Senate  any  reports  which  have  been 

ia  refereace  to  the  inundations  of  the  Mississippi. 

wbcOcT  say  Itetfier  appropriation  is  required 

tlie  Nrveys  sod  iovestigatioifil  heretofore  di- 


mSCKPTION  OF  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  FOOTE  oi  Mississippi.    I  hope  that  the 


special  order  will  now  be  taken  up.  (The  Com- 
promise Resolution.) 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  taken  up  as  soon 
as  the  morning  business  is  through. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    Is  that  the  invariable  order? 

The  PRESIDENT  said  it  was. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Some  honorable  Senators  around 
me  seem  to  think  that  the  special  order  should  be 
taken  up  at  the  appointed  hour,  unless  there  should 
be  an  express  oraer  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi to  allow  me  to  call  up  the  resolution  in 
regard  to  Kossuth. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  hour  having:  arrived 
for  the  special  order,  the  Chair  will  call  it.  It  is 
the  resolution  ofi*ered  by  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  FooTB,]  declaring  the  measures  of  the 
adjustment  to  be  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  dif- 
ficulties growing  out  of  the  existence  of  domestic 
slavery. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  ask  my  honorable  friend 
from  Mississippi  to  permit  that  to  lie  over  for  a 
few  minutes.  1  want  to  call  up  the  resolution  in 
regard  to  Kossuth. 

Mr,  FOOTE.  If  there  Was  a  prospect  of  pass- 
ing it,  I  should  hesitate  to  do  anything  to  prevent 
it.  But  the  Senator  will  see  that  I  eun  placed  in  a 
very  delicate  situation — I  have  not  the  floor  for  the 
morning.    I  am  here  only  as  an  auditor. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  having  called 
for  the  special  order,  it  can  only  be  postponed  by 
the  action  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  ftoro 
Mississippi  insists  upon  calling  for  the  special 
order 

Mr.  FOOTE.  .  I  have  not  insisted  upon  it.  I 
have  stated  that  another  gentleman  has  the  floor 
on  that  resolution.  I  merely  suggested  that  it 
should  be  taken  tip. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Then  I  move  to  postpone  the 
special  order  for  the  present,  in  order  to  call  up  the 
Kossuth  resolution.  I  think  the  subject  of  the 
measures  of  adjustment  has  been  tolerably  well 
considered  in  this  body.  I  want  to  see  this  Kos- 
suth resolution  disposed  of  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
move  to  postpone  tne  special  order  until  two  o  'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  there  being,  on  a  di- 
vision, ayes  20,  noes  13. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  postpone  all  other 
business  and  take  up  the  resolution  offered  by 
myself  concerning  Kossuth. 

The  PRESID^T.  It  is  the  first  resolution 
on  the  calendar,  which  comes  up  for  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may 
be  considered  and  finally  disposed  of  no^v^.  And 
because  I  am  sincerely  desirous  of  its  passage,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  promote  that  object  by  refraining 
from  any  great  latitude  of  debate,  at  least  at  pres- 
ent. What  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject  will 
relate  simply  to  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
think  the  resolution  comes  before  Congress,  and 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  measure  which  I 
have  submitted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Let  the  resolution  be 
read. 

The  resolution  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  have  said 
that  I  should  abstain  from  discussing  this  ques- 
tion on  its  merits  at  the  present  time.  I  will  ad- 
vert first  simply  to  the  circumstsnces  under  which 
it  comes  before  Congress. 

If  the  distinguished -personage  whom  it  is  the 
design  of  this  resolution  to  honor,  had  floated  upon 
our  shores  unbidden  and  unheralded,  tho-e  would 
have  been  no  great  embarrassment  in  suffering  his 
arrival  to  pass  without  notice  by  Congress;  but 
the  case  is  widely  diff*erent.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  found  him  a  prisoner  in  Asia  Minor — 
an  exile  from  his  native  land,  in  an  effort  for  the 
redemption  of  which  he  had  fallen.  They  caused 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  express  to 
him  Uie  sympathy  of  Confess  with  him  in  his 
exile  and  misfortunes,  ana  to  tender  to  him  an 
invitation  to  come  to  America  as  an  asylum,  in 
one  of  the  public  vessels  of  the  nation .  The  Pres- 
ident executed  these  instructions,  and  in  pursuance 
of  them,  it  is  known  to  all  the  world  that  Kossuth 
was  liberated  from  his  captivity,  and  he  is  now 
upon  our  shores.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  anticipation  of  his  arrival,  informed 
Congress  on  their  assembling  at  the  present  ses- 
sion that  he  had  executed  their  instructions,  and 
that  the  arrival  of  this  illustrious  man  was  hourly 


expected,  and  he  recommended  to  Congress  to 
take  into  consideration  the  proper  manner  and 
ceremog^ial  of  receiving  the  guest  who  had  been 
brought  here  under  their  authority.  This  of  itsdf 
was  sufficient  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  civil- 
ized world  for  the  action  of  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  personage  whose  name  and  fame  filled  the 
eye  and  ear  of  the  world .  But  the  action  of  Gk)v-  ^ 
emment  has  not  stopped  here.  In  pursuance  of 
this  recommendation,  and  at  the  instance  of  the 
President  and  the  administration,  the  subject  has 
been  opened  in  this  Chamber — a  debate  has  opened 
upon  the  question  submitted  by  the  President. 
Under  such  circumstances  absolute  silence  would 
amount  to  nothing  short  of  neglect,  and  neglect 
would  be  liable  to  oe  construed,  in  my  poor  judg- 
ment, into  indignity.  It  is  under  these  circum- 
stances that  this  question  comes  before  Coiujess, 
and  I  am  sure  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Senate 
that  their  treatment  of  Kossuth  should  be  that  of 
either  neglect  or  indignity.  But  if  such  would  bo 
the  result,  the  consequence  would  be  the  inflicting 
of  a  wound  upon  the  generous  coid  nobfe  heart  of 
a  friend  of  liberty,  whose  j^titude  we  have  awak- 
ened and  stimulated,  and  m  whose  bosom  we  have 
kindled  the  expectation  of  a  warm,  a  generous,  a 
cordial  welcome.  Th^  effect  would  be  this  upon 
him.  The  effect  upon  his  country  would  be  to 
subdue  the  feelines  of  affection  and  g[ratitude  which 
the  expression  of  sympathy  in  their  misfortimes 
heretofore  has  awakened.  The  eff*ect  of  it  would 
be  to  diseourage  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
the  friends  of  freedom  throughout  the  world;  and 
finally,  it  would  have  the  enect  to  encourage  the 
advocates  of  oppression  throughout  Europe  in  their 
efforts  to  prevent  the  transition  of  ftit  nations  of 
Europe  from  under  the  system  of  force  to  the  vol- 
untary system  of  government  which  we  have 
established  and  commended  to  their  adoption. 
Under  such  circumstances  I  was  not  at  liberty  to 
consent  to  be  understood  as  bein^  willing  to  allow 
the  arrival  of  Kossuth  in  the  United  States  to  pass 
unnoticed.  In  order  that  I  might  put  myself  nght, 
and  g^ve  an  opportunity  to  others  who  might  agree 
with  me  in  opinion  to  put  themselves  right,  I 
have  endeavored  to  submit  a  proposition  which 
would  avoid  the  consequences  which  have  been 
deplored,  and  bring  this  question  before  Congress 
in  a  shape  so  unexceptionable  that  it  seemed  to  me 
all  might  agree  in  adopting  it. 

I  will  say  a  word  now  upon  the  form  of  the  re- 
ception, or  welcome,  which  I  propose.  It  is  not 
in  the  form  which  I  myself  would  oripjinaHy  have 
wished .  I  have  no  particular  tenacity  in  regard  to 
it.  The  proposition  submitted  by  tne  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foots]  would  have 
received  my  vote;  it  would  have  received  it  if  it 
had  said  more,  as  was  proposed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Hale.]  It 
would  have  received  it  if  it  had  said  Fess .  It  would 
have  received  my  support  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, if  it  had  been  pressed,  and  I  should  have  en- 
deavored to  have  cooperated  with  the  honorable 
mover  of  it  in  avoiding  any  amendment  which 
might  have  embarrassed  its  passage  through  the 
Senate.  But  that  has  passed;  and  in  looking 
around  for  what  might  oe  substituted  for  it,  it 
seemed  to  me  that, if  there  was  one  sentiment  more 
plainly  and  universally  expressed  bv  the  Ameri- 
can people  than  any  other,  in  reffara  to  the  Hun- 
garian revolution,  and  in  regard  to  its  hero,  the 
champion  of  Hungary,  it  was  that  of  welcome 
TO  THE  SHORES  OF  THE  United  States.  Taking 
that  idea  as  my  ^uide,  I  have  submitted  a  resolu-% 
tion  in  which  it  is  proposed  that  Congress  shall 
declare  that  they  g^ve  to  Louis  Kossuth,  whom 
they  have  brought  to  our  borders,  a  cordial  wel- 
come. 

Less  than  this,  Mr.  President,  no  man  can  pVo- 
pose  who  thinks  it  proper  to  make  any  expression, 
or  take  any  action;  and  more  than  this,  it  seems 
to  me,  must  be  waived.  IC  must  be  something 
like  this,  or  nothing,  and  this  is  better  than  noth- 
ing. I  would  have  the  passage  of  this  resolution 
communicated  to  Kossuth  by  the  President,  the 
Executive  organ  of  the  nation.  My  own  feelings 
would  exact  more;  but  I  am  content  to  waivethem 
under  this  consideration — that  the  simplicity  of  the' 
act  will  give  it  a  peculiar  value.  I  know  not,  in 
the  history  of  this  nation-^I  know  not,  in  the  his- 
tory of  modem  times,  a  more  sublime  spectacle 
than  would  be  affbrded  by  seeing  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
American  people,  bidding  Kossuth,  the  represent- 
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Ative  of  the  cause  of  Toluntarv  government  in  Eu- 
rope, a  cordial  welcome  on  his  escape  from  the 
perils  of  his  position,  and  his  arrival  in  tjiis  land 
where  thai  system  of  government  is,  established 
and  in /uU  operation. 

There  is  a  siinplicitv  in  this  ceremony  whieh  is 
worthy  the  dignity  of  the  American  Government 
and  of  the  greatness  of  the  Anierican  peo{de;  there 
is  a  simplicity  in  it  worthy  the  character  of  the 
illustrious  citizen  whom  it  is  proposed  to  honor. 
I  have  no  tenacity  in  regard  to  this  measure  in 
preference  to  any  other  which  would  make  me 
insist  on  this  at  tne  hazard  of  its  defeat.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  preferable  Xx}  that  of  the  honorable 
Senator  irom  Illinois,  and  gentlemen  say  that  they 
do  prefer  it  upon  the  ground  that  this  would  bethie 
joint  act  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  adopted  iiere  it  wouui  be  concurred  in 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  would  thus 
become  a  national  act  of  welcome.  I  confess  that 
I  am  desirous  that,,  as  the-Congress  of  the  United 
States  caused  Kossuth  to  be  brought  here  under 
their  authority,  his  reception  should  be  a  national 
act;  and  that  Congress  should  not  be  divided  in 
its  expression  or  its  action  on  this  the  crowning 
occasion.  This  form  also  seems  to  me  to  com* 
mend  itself  to  the  adoptios  of  tlie  Senate,  because 
it  stops  short  of  committing  Congress  or  the  Gov- 
ernment to  any  action  beyond  tirnt.  of  simply 
giving  welcome.  What  I  desire  is  not  the  utter- 
ance of  words.  What  I  want  to  see — what  I  want 
to  have  Congress  do,  is  to  extend  the  welcome 
which  the  world  expects  us  to  give  to  the  illustri- 
oas  exile. 

Objections  have  been  n\ade,  to  which  I  will  ad* 
vert  very  brrefly.  It  has  been  said  or  intimated 
that  we  are  not  well  aware  of  what  we  are  doing — 
that  we  are  not  well  acous^ted  with  the  character 
of  Kossuth-^at  we  ao  not  know  certainly  that 
he  is  entitled  to  these  attentions  from  the  American 
people.  Sir,  in  the  course  of  human  events  we 
see  the  nations  of  Europe  struggling  to  throw  off 
ilie  despotic  systems  of  government,  and  to  estab- 
lish governments  upon  the  principle  of  repub- 
licanism or  of  constitutional  monarchy.  When- 
ever such  eflforts  are  made  we  see  it  invariably 
happen  that  the  existing  despotisms  of  Europe 
combine  to  reprecg  those  stru^les — combine  to 
subdue  the  people.  The  consequence  is,  that  des- 
potism is  a  common  cause,  and  it  results  also  that 
tlie  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  has  also  become 
one  common  cause — the  cause  of  mankind  against 
despotism.  Now  whatever  people  leads  the  way 
at  any  time  in  any  crisis  in  this  contest  for  civil 
liberty,  becomes  the  representative  of  the  nations 
of  tlie  earth.  We  once  occupied  that  proud  and 
interesting  position,  and  we  engaged  the  symoa- 
thies  of  civilized  men  throughout  the  world.  No 
one  can  deny,  tltat  recently  Hungary  assumed 
that  same  position,  and  the  records  of  our  own 
Legislature  show  that  we,  in  common  with  the 
friends  oi  civil  liberty  in  Europe,  hold  Hungary 
to  be  the  represemative  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
in  this  great  cause.  We  had  a  messenger  on  the 
verge  of  the  battle-field  ready  to  acknowledge  her 
independence. 

Nlr.  President,  it  happens,  in  the  Providence  of 
God,  that  whenever  a  nation  thus  assumes  to  open 
this  controversy  for  Ub6rty,  in  behalf  of  the 
ttations  of  the  earth,  some  one  man  more  than  an- 
other becomes  identified  with  the  struggle  by  his 
virtues,  by  his  valor,  by  his  wisdom,  or  by  his 
sufferings,  until  he  eclipses  others  who  may  be 
associated  with  him, ana  comes  to  be  regarded  by 
the  country  itself,  in  whose  behalf  he  labors  and 
struggles,  and  by  mankind,  as  the  representative 
of  that  nation,  and  of  that  cause.  The  deliverance 
of  Switzerland  brings  up  at  once  the  name  of 
William  Tell.  The  siniegle  of  Scotland  calls  up 
the  name  of  Wallace;  ana  all  over  the  world  no 
man  ever  hears  the  American  Revolution  spoken 
of,  but  it  calls  up  the  mc^eslic  form  of  Washing- 
ton. So  it  happens  that  the  name  of  Hungary 
calls  up  at  once  the  great,  the  towering  fame  of  the 
author,  the  hero,  and  the  sufferer  of  the  Hungarian 
Revolution.  Now,  then,  aliall  we  say  that  we  do 
not  know  that  Kossuth  is  worthy  to  be  regarded 
•  as  the  friend  and  advocate  of  liberty  in  his  own 
country :  Shall  we  say  that  he  docs  not  merit  the 
homage  paid  to  him,  as  tlie  leader  of  the  Hunga- 
rian Revolution.  Hunaftry  herself  has  set  the 
seal  upon  bis  merits,  ana  concluded  thatouestion, 
and  it  would  be  as  unreasonable  and  ausord  to 
listen'  to  those  who  should  depreciate  the  princi- 


ples or  the  character  of  Washington,  as  it  is  to 
stand  doubting  or  hesitating  whether,  in  honoring 
Kossuth,  we  are  really  doing  honor  to  his  cause, 
and  the  cause  of  his  unfortunate  country. 

But  it  is  asked,  why  should  the  American  peo- 
ple engage  in  paying  this  homage  to  Kossuth, 
granting  all  his  merits,  because  he  has  done  noth- 
ing for  America?  True,  he  never  did  anything 
for  America.  We  have  reached  that  time  when 
no  man  living  out  of  America  can  confer  upon  us 
a  benefit.  We  are  beyond  the  reach  of  beneficence 
other  than  at  the  band  of  the  Great  Creator  and 
Preserver  of  nations;  but  do  we  honor  only  those? 
Do  we  reward  only  those  who  confer  benefits 
upon  us  ?  Certainly  not.  We  honor  those  who 
serve  the  common  cause  Qf  civil  liberty  through- 
out the  world.  That  cause  is  our  own  cause. 
We  honor  those  who  advance  and  promote  it. 
I  But,  although  Kossuth  has  done  nothing  for  this 
country,  Europe  has.  It  has  sent  us  a  Lafayette, 
a  Kosciusko,  a  De  Kalb,  and  a  Steuben,  and  thus 
has  created  a  d#bt  against  us,  which,  while  we 
cannot  pay  to  the  illustrious  dead ,  we  can  dis- 
eliarge  towards  fit  and  lawful  representatives,  in 
the  persons  of  the  illustrious  living. 

I  shall  notice  a  single  other  objection,  and  then 
I  shall  leave  this  resolution  to  its  fate.    It  is  an 
apprehension  that,  by  the  adoption  of  this,  or  a 
similar  motion,  the  Congress  or  the  United  States 
will  commit  itself  to  some  act  of  intervention  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe  by  which  the  Gov^nment  of 
the  United  States  may  be  embarrassed  in  its  for- 
eign relations.    Mr.  President,  I  am  a  lover  of 
peace.    I  shall  never  freely  give  my  consent  to  any 
measure  which  I  think  shall  tend  to  involve  this 
nation  in  the  calamities  of  foreign  war.     I  believe 
that  our  mission  is  a  mission  of  republicanism. 
But  I  believe  that  we  shall  beat  execute  it  by  main- 
taining peace  at  home  and  peace  with  all  mankind; 
and  if  I  saw  in  this  measure  a  step  in  advance 
j  towards  the  bloody  field  of  contention  in  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  I,  too,  would  hesitate  long  before  adopt- 
ing it.    But  I  see  no  advance  towards  any  such 
danger  in  doing  a  simple  act  of  national  iusticeand 
magnanimity.     I  believe  that  no  man  will  deny  the 
principle,  that  a  nation  may  dp  for  the  cause  o(  lib- 
erty in  other  nations  whatever  the  laws  of  nations 
do  not  forbid.    I  plant  myself  upon  that  principle. 
What  the  laws  of  nations  do  not  forbid,  any  nation 
•may  do  for  tlie  cause  of  -civil  liberty  in  any  other 
nation,  in  any  other  country.   Now,  the  laws  of  na- 
tions do  not  fx)rbid  hospitali  ty .  The  laws  of  nations 
do  not  forbid  us  to  sympathize  with  the  exile — to 
sympathize  with  tlie  overthrown  champions  of 
freedom.    The  laws  of  nature  demand  tnat  hos- 
I  pitality,  and  from  the  very  inmost  sources  of  our 
'  nature  springs  up  that  sympathy.    What  is  that 
{  peat  epic  poem  which  has  nlied  the  second  place 
I  m  the  admiration,  I  had  almost  said  in  the  afiec- 
tions,  of  mankind  for  two  thousand  years,  but  the 
I  history  o(  an  exile  fiying  from  the  walls  of  his 
*  burning  city  and  devoted  State?    Sir,  the  laws  of 
I  nature  require — the  laws  o{  nations  command  hos- 
pitality to  those  who  fly  from  oppreiSsion  and 
deapaur.    And  this  is  all  that  we  have  done,  and 
all  that  we  propose  to  do.     We  have  invited  Kos- 
suth— ^we  have  procured  his  release  from  captiv- 
ily — we  have  brought  him  here,  and  we  propose 
I  to  say  to  him,  stai^iing  upon  our  shores  with  his 
I  eye  airected  to  us,  and  while  we  know  that  the 
I  eyes  of  the  civilized  world  are  fixed  upon  him  and 
I  us,  *'  Louis  Kossuth,  in  the  name  of  the  American 
;  people,  we  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome." 
I     Mr.  SHIELDS.    I  understand  that  the  reaolu- 
I  tion  now  before  the  Senate  for  consideration  is 
;  that  offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
.  Seward.]    I  wish  to  move  an  amendment  to  it, 
I  and  I  do  it  without  the  slightest  intention  of  dero- 
puing  from  it.    I  would  vote  for  the  resolution  as 
I  it  is,  but  for  tJiie  purpose  of  facilitating  its  passage 

<  I  move  to  strikeout  all  after  the  word  ''resolved,'* 
!  and  insert,  **  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
I  pointed  by  the  Chair  to  wait  on  Louis  Kossuth, 

Gk>vemor  of  Hungary,  and  introduce  him  to  the 
i  Senate.'*  This  is  the  resolution  wliich  I  offered 
i  yesterday.  I  will  state  to  the  honorable  Senator 
'  from  New  York  the  reason  that  I  offered  this,  lest 
'  it  should  be  supposed  that  we  are  running  in  op- 

<  position  in  this  case.  I  find  in  the  prooeecungs  in 
I  relation  to  Lafayette  that  a  joint  conimittee  of  the 
I  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  was  ap- 
{  pointed  to  make  arrangements  for  his  reception. 
I  The  House  committee  reported — I  read  from  the 
'  proceedings  of  the  H«u«e — 


<<  Tiiat  they  Jiave  piet  the  )M>iainitt<M  of  the  Senate  oo 
iim  tbm  the  committecf  hsve  agr< 
-mend  to' tiieir  respective  Housefl  that  aitcb  House  should 


thnt  subject,  aim  tbnt  the  committeci  hsve  agreed  to  recon»- 


ceive  General  Lafayette  in  such  niaoaer  as  it  ehaU 
jDOHt  suitable  tn  the  ooeasion." 

They  stated  at  the  same  time,  that  there  "wma  no 

mode  of  receiving  him  jointly  bv  the  two  Hoiutetc. 

Here  are  the  proceedings  whenhe  wtA  received  : 

"  At  one  o'doek,  General  Xjafayetle  entered  the  Cliamber 
of  the  Senate,  accompanied  by  the  commitlee  of  that  b(Ml>-. 
On  entering  the  bar,  Mr.  Barbour,  chairman  of  Ibe  eoauntt- 
tee,  announced  the  presence  of  General  Lafbjrette,  in  tike 
fbttowing  words :  *  We  iairodace  Oenertf  Ls&yette  to  ttM 
Senate  of  the  United  dtatea. '  ** 

That  was  the  whole  ceremony,  and  I  regard  it 
as  an  excellent  precedent.  I  do  not  wish  io  deiay 
action  on  the  matter  by  any  discussion.  Ln  fmct, 
I  regret  that  I  eai^  as  much  as  1 4id  say  yester- 
day, because  I  think  an  act  of  courtesy  should  al- 
ways be  clothed  in  as  few  words  as  possible. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  under  tlia 
impression  that  die  Senator  from  IlUnots  is  not  at 
liberty  to  offer  the  amendment  wkic^  he  propo- 
ses. This  is  a  joint  resolution,  it  has  been  read 
twice  and  is  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  resolution  which  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
proposes  to  substitute  for  it  is  a  simple  resolution, 
which  does  not  n^uire  the  joint  action  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  The  Chair  is  therefore  un- 
der the  necessity  of  dechningto  receive  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Unfortunately  I  know  very 
little  of  the  rules;  but  I  have  tmderstood  that  it 
was  perftetly  competent  to  niove  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  word  **  resolved,'*  in  a  resolufioo»  and 
insert  something  else.  If,  however,  the  Senator 
from  New  York  would  accept  this  as  a  substitute 
for  his  resolution,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  difiouliy 
would  he  obviated. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Itdoes  appear  to  me  that  this 
would  bean  inconsistent  mode  of  nroccedine.  The 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  New  Yonc  pro* 
poses  the  Joint  action  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois proposes  die  separate  action  of  the  Ssnai^ 
The  two  cannot  go  together. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Such  is  the  decittoa«f  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    It  would  be  well,  I  apfsa- 
faend,  for  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  allow  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  IJI^ew  York  to  be 
disposed  of,  and  .then  let  him  bnng  forward  his 
proposition  as  a  separate  measure. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  alreadv 
said  that  he  cannot  entertain  the  motion  to  ameno, 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    I  rise  to  niaks  a 
suggestion .    We  all  have  the  same  feelings  m  this 
subject.    I  imagine  that  Uie  Senate  wUl  unani- 
mously manifest  a  disposition  to  accord  respect  to 
this  distinguished  stranger.    The  main  dimculty 
heretofore  has  been  as  to  the  manner  in  whica 
we  should  act.    The  honorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois has  looked  into  precedents,  and  I  think  he 
has  very  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  proq^dent 
which  he  has  brought  forward  is  entitled  torespect. 
It  is  most  obvious,  in  the  present  state  of  ihiDgs, 
that  if  those  gentlemen  who  prefer  the  form  sanc- 
tioned by  precedent  should  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution of  tne  Senator  from  New  York,  they  would 
be  subject  to  be  misunderstood.    1  therefore  hope 
that,  in  the  spirit  of  proper  compromise,  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  will  withdraw  lus  resolution, 
and  allow  the  other  to  be  proposed  and  acted 
upon. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  understand  the  Choir  to 
have  decided  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  is  not  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Such  was  the  deciaion  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Unless  that  is  appealed  from, 
the  question  comes  before  tlie  Senate  upon  the  res- 
olution ofahe  Senator  from  New  York,  and  upon 
that  resolution  I  desire  to  submit  some  brief  ob- 
servations to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia  permit  us  to  have  tliis  question  of 
order  determined  before  he  proceeds  any  further? 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  question  of  order  can 
only  be  determined  by  an  appeal  from  the  derision 
of  tJie  Chair;  and  I  beg  leave  to  say  now,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  precedent  which  has  been  referred  to, 
that  that  was  the  result  of  a  conference  of  a  joint 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. They  conferred,  and  separately  reported 
to  their  respective  Houseis.    There  is  no  prece- 
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dent,  then,  for  the  coarae  which  is  now  j>ropo8ed 
bf  tlie  Senator  from  IHiRois. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  would  like  to  take  an  appeal 
feom  thedeciwion  of  the  Chair. 
Mr.  BERRIEN.    I  believe  I  have  the  floor? 
PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  auggetts  to  the 
from  Georgia  that  he  allow  the  appeal  to 


]fr.  BERRIEN.    That  can  be  done  presently, 
I  have  finiahed. 
PRESIDENT.    The  Senator  from  Geor- 

^ I  the  floor. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Mr.  President,  I  consider 
IKb  itttirely  too  grave  a  question  to  be  involved 
iafci«a  of  proceedings.  1  concur  with  my  eol- 
W^e  [Mr.  Dawsov]  in  the  position  which  he 
^i  dbe  other  day,  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
itt  ilCroduced  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
ttk^^QTm,]  and  I  am  opposed  myself  to  the  res- 
Sill  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  {Mr.  Sew- 
lv{iR  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented. 

M I  desire  to  say  at  the  outset,  in  order  that  I 
M  t»i  be  Dusonderstood  on  this  subject,  that 
Ah  •piiositioQ  arises  from  no  doubt  as  to  the 
vdfesor  the  services  of  the  individual  whom  it  is 
MMcd  to  honor.  His  services  as  a  patriot,  who 
jM^Kiiiguished  himself  in  the  cause  of  civil  lib- 
sty,!  am  wOlii^  to  admit  in  the  largest  extent  in 
'  '  tbey  have  been  asserted  by  his  most  ardent 
na.  Sir,  I  have  not  been  an  inatteBtive  ob- 
of  events  which  have  occured  in  Hungary, 

I  tikc  l*it  three  or  four  years.    I  have  seen 

AiA  people  s(rugs}ing  for  the  achievement  of  their 
WlilBBl  uid^tendence,  have  sejoiced  in  their  pros- 
MPigrpSO^  have  sympathized  in  their  misfortunes. 
tnifleHectly  w^  aware,  as  everybody  must  be 
vteus  given  bis  attention  to  this  suojfct,  that 
tesunggie  was  Asr  the  preservation  of  an  ancient 
mmtkmMM,  which  operated  with  great  inequality 
^tta  Jbe  varions  classes  of  the  people;  but  1  did 
-  nt  4Mfat  that  after  that  independence  was  ob- 
tt^^vben  peace  was  restored,  when  the  exist- 
t^BttOguy,  as  an  independent  nation,  was 
*  Bed  in,  tni*  progress  <tf  liberal  principles 
Lta  sQch  a  stmgsrle  would  have  resulteo  in 
' '  the  organic  law  and  in  giving  equal 
.  iku»e6  of  people.  With  this  view  of 
,1  hawe  looked  to  the  progress  of  events 
.y  with  no  ordinary  interest.  I  have 
,1^  prospect  of  the  successful  issue  of 
'  t,  and  have  regretted  its  defeat. 

I  at  all  times  willing  to  accord  to  this 

individual — I  am  now  willing  to  ac- 

"  t  merit  of  having  contended  for 

. ,of  the  principles  of  civil  liberty 

[  iritieh  commends  him  to  the  feelings 

Meni  4C  freedom.    While,  therefore, 

[ttyfk^fwsn  American  Senator,!  op- 

~    «Mm,I  would  not  pluck  a  single 

tJmaiemwu  which,  whether  in  tri- 

■i^tdkould  encircle  the  brow  of  the 

jtRK^n^  for  the  advancement  of 

Ko,  sir,  that  is  not  my  pur- 

if  this  resolution  be,.as  has  been 
tfct  anaple  expression  of  the  feelings  of 
Congress,  complimentary  to  Gov- 
,  why,  under  the  circumstances  in 
w  placed— ^n|^ed,  as  we  are,  in 
ofour  constitutional  duties,  with 
which  will  conunand  our  earn- 
uadivided  attention  for  months  to 
has  it  not  occurred  to  Senators  to 
whether,  neglecting  our  appropriate  du- 
iMi,wao«^  to  enwioy  our  time  m  regulating 
thfiwaa  of  a  mare  iole,  valueless  compliment  ? — 
iAe  a  ijMlf,  and  valueless  in  the  view  of  him  to 
it  is  aiUressed,  as  we  know  from  his  re- 
us.   So  considering  it,  that  ques- 
to  the  individual  opinion  and  to 
At  mttsnAml  taste  of  every  member  of  the  Sen- 
lie. 
btfSMis,  air,  we  have  £ot  to  tf  point  of  time,  in 
of  progress,  when  precedents  are  scofled 
•an  nac  lo  look  at  precedents — ^we  are  to  de- 
••  upon  existing  circumstances  as  they 
to  OMke  precedents  which  our  successors 
vdl  iiltka  manner  ftdlow,  or  discard  at  theirpleas- 
ii«^  'flfe,  ihis  is  not  iny  view.   I  am  not  wilunf  to 
dipvt^mm  th«  nngasof  our  predecessors,  unless 
9tmM  usaftn  caa  Wi  -aaigned  for  such  departure 
itiit  m  mtiiUmtwf  to  mj  judgment.    Such  also 
flMtt»4a  Wve  WSo  ^  view  of  the  advocates  of 
•  A     ■    1.  ■:   ■    A»  4||^  ff£^  to  the  case  of  the 
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Marquis  de  Lafayette  as  a  precedent  to  justify 
this  proceeding.  Mr.  President,  in  the  American 
Senate,  in  the  highest  legislative  council  of  the 
Union,  are  we,  who  are  reveling  in  the  enjoym^t 
of  those  liberties  wliich  this  illustrious  man  assisted 
our  fathers  to  achieve — are  we  to  put  the  case 
which  is  now  presented  to  us,  in  comparison  with 
that  of  Lafayette?  Who  was  that  aistinguished 
individual?  What  were  his  services?  Sir,  the 
career  of  Lafayette  exhibits  a  noble  patriotism 
unrivaled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Bom  and  ed- 
ucated under  a  monarchical  government,  a  French 
noble,  invested  with  all  the  privileges  of  his  rank, 
and  accustomed  to  the  deference  which  was  paid 
to  it,  he  forgot  all  the  prejudices  of  birth  and  of 
education;  surrendered  the  privileges  of  his  rank; 
abandoned  his  home  and  his  country,  to  come  to 
us.  He  was  wi A  US  and  ef  us.  He  put  life  and 
fortune  on  the  same  cast  with  our  fathers.  He 
was  their  compatriot,  friend ,  brother;  and  devoting 
himself  with  all  the  energies  of  his  mind  to  the 
achievement  of  our  liberties,  he  battled  nobly  in 
that  ^orious  cause.  When  we  gave  him  the 
reception  which  is  referred  to  as  a  precedent  in 
this  case,  he  came  not  to  agitate,  not  to  advance  a 
political  principle,  and  not  to  involve  us  in  Euro- 
pean stnfe,  but  to  revisit  the  scenes  of  his  early 
and  glorious  stnig|^es  in  the  cause  of  freedom;  to 
grasp  the  hands  of  his  surviving  brethren  in  arms, 
who  had  battled  with  hjtn  in  the  achievement  ofour 
Kberties.  Aye,  sir,  he  came  to  view  the  glorious 
spectacle  presented  by  the  successfxil  administra- 
tion of  that  very  government  which  he  had  risked 
life  and  fortune  to  establish.  It  was  to  this  man, 
coming  to  us  under  such  circumstances,  that  this 
tribute  was  offered.  Sir,  it  has  no  parallel;  it  can 
have  no  parallel;  it  stands  alone,  and  it  should  be 
permitted  to  stand  alone.  I  would  not  diminish 
the  value  of  the  compliment  which  was  paid  to  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  by  its  repetition  in  favor 
of  any  living  man.  We  owed  him  a  debt  of  grat- 
itude for  personal  services  and  for  pecuniary  aid, 
which  we  endeavored  to  discharge.  The  per- 
sonal homage  which  we  offered  was  a  tribute  to  his 
patriotism.  We  gave  the  reception  which  our 
feelings  prompted.  Sir,  we  look  in  vain  to  the 
case  of  tne  Marquis  Lafayette  for  a  precedent  to 
the  course  which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue  on  this 
occasion. 

But  if  this  were  really  and  truly  the  mere  un- 
meaning compliment  which  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  it — ^if  it  Were  indeed  a  mere  expression  on 
our  part  of  the  fe^ings  of  the  American  people  in 
relation  to  this  distinguished  individual,  a  simple 
welcoming  to  our  shores,  connnitting  us  to  no 
future  action — ^if  this  were  truly  the  whole  extent 
of  the  resolution  that  is  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York — I  sav  agnm,  I  wtnild  refer  it  to 
the  taste  of  individual  Senators,  exercising  my 
own  without  troubling  the  Senate  with  the  remarks 
which  I  propose  to  make  on  that  branch  of  the 
solriect. 

iVlr.  President,  this  resolution  is  to  be  consid- 
ered not  -merdy  with  reference  to  the  lerms  in 
which  it  is  expressed,  hut  also  in  its  close  connec- 
tion with  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  pre- 
sented. This  individual,  distinguished  by  his 
exertions  in  the  effort  to  achieve  the  independence 
of  his  native  country,  was  the  victim  of  misfor- 
tune. Compelled  to  fly  from  his  native  land,  he 
wtis  imprisoned,  or  subjected  to  ^surveillance,  in 
the  dominions  of  Turkey.  His  situation  and  that 
of  his  associates  excitca  our  sympathy,  and  not 
merely  ours  alone,  it  arrested  the  attention  of  every 
portion  of  the  civili7>ed  world  where  the  blessings 
of  freedom  are  held  even  in  slight  regard.  What 
have  we  done?  A  ^reat  stress  is  laid  upon  the 
fact  that  we  have  invited  him  to  our«shores.  We 
have  not  invited  him  alone.  We  have  interfered 
/or  his  relief  and  for  that  of  his  associates  in  cap- 
tivity with  the  Government  of  Turkey,  and  our 
agency  has  been  effectual  in  accomplishing  that 
object.  But  our  invitation  was  not  addressed  to 
hirn  only;  it  included  his  associate.  It  was  not 
designee!  as  a  mere  compliment  to  Mr.  Kossuth. 
It  was  intended  as  the  expression  of  our  sympathy 
with  a  band  of  gallant  patriots  who  had  struggled 
and  fallen  in  the  efibrt  to  achieve  the  independence 
of  their  country.  Again,  sir:  for  what  purpose 
did  we  invite  him  here?  Is  it  doubted  by  those  to 
whom  1  address  myself  that  the  object  and  purpose 
of  that  invitation  was  to  afford  to  tnese  Hungarian 
patriots,  who  were  then  imprisoned,  an  asylum  in 
our  country?    We  dispatched  a  national  vessel 


for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  safe  transit  across 
the  ocean.  We  have  brought  them  here,  and  in 
my  iudgment,  if  they  were  disposed  to  remain, 
we  navP  imposed  upon  ourselves  the  obligation  to 
aflbrd  them  an  asylum  in  our  land,  and  the  means 
of  enjoying  that  asylum  in  comfort.  The  moment 
they  touched  our  snores  they  were  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  laws.  Beyond  that,  we  have  per- 
haps imposed  upon  ourselves  the  obligation  to 
provide  them  the  means  of  comfortable  subsist- 
ence, and  ultimately  of  achieving  an  independence 
for  themselves.  But  lookmg  to  the  public  decla- 
rations of  Mr.  Kossuth,  welcnow  that  this  is  not 
his  object;  that  he  does  not  come  to  seek  an  asylum 
here.  No,  sir;  he  comes  here  for  the  purpose  of 
propagating  a  political  principle;  to  assert  the  right 
of  the  people  of  every  nation  to  regulate  their  own 
affairs,  uncontrolled  by  llie  action  of  anyforeign 
power;  and  to  ask  from  this  Government  a  pledge 
tliat  it  will  aid  him,  not  merely  by  moral,  but  by 
physical  force,  if  it  becomes  necessary,  in  any 
future  struggle  in  Hungary,  to  enforce  and  estab- 
Ksh  that  principle. 

The  consideration  which  I  am  disposed  to  givo 
to  this  subject,  the  gravity  of  tlie  question  presented 
to  us,  arises  therefore  from  the  fact,  patent  on  tlie 
face  of  the  proceedings^xhibited  to  us — that  Mr. 
Kossuth  expects  from  us,  from  the  American 
Government,  voluntarily — of  their  own  accord,  if 
they  will — and  if  not,  from  the  American  people, 
acting  upon  the  American  Government,  under  the 
excitement  produced  by  his  narrative  of  Hunga- 
rian wrongs,  a  similar  result — a  pledge  that  they 
will  so  far  interfere  in  the  contest  about,  as  he 
states,  to  be  renewed  in  Hungary,  as  to  say  to 
every  foreign  power:  **  You  must  abstain  from  all 
inteiposition.  The  people  of  Hungary  have  the 
right  to  establish  the  principles  of  their  own 
government.  They  are  engaged  in  a  contest  with 
the  power  of  Austria.  You  must  not  interfeie. 
We  hold  this  to  be  the  principle  which  our  posi- 
tion in  the  civilized  world  requires  us  to  main- 
tain." We  are  to  become  the  champion  of  this 
principle,  and,  in  union  with  Great  Britain,  we  are 
to  say  to  the  Emperor  oif  Russia:  **  Stand  off!  If 
you  attempt  to  interpose  in  this  contest  between 
Hungary  and  Austria,  we  shall  feel  bound  to 
render  such  interposition  fruitless."  Is  this  a 
fair  interpretation  of  the  facts  which  ore  before  the 
public  ?  1  ask,  witliout  quoting  them,  a  reference 
to  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Kossuth,  delivered  in  vaii- 
ous  places  in  Europe — to  the  speech  of  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  ofour  own  country  in  England — 
to  tne  sentiments  avowed  by  an  American  official 
there — and  to  various  declarations  mode  by  Mr. 
Kossuth  since  his  arrival  on  our  shores. 

Now,  what  is  the  position  in  which  he  places 
this  mailer  ?  He  8av.s  to  you.  The  expression  of 
your  sympatliies — of^that  feeling  which  is  natural 
to  every  freeman — is  grateful  to  the  Hunzariaii; 
but  the  expression  of  your  sympathy  is  valueless: 
it  can  do  us  no  good.  Our  necessities  require  tliat 
tlie  expression  of  sympathy  should  be  followed 
by  some  efficient  act  on  your  part.  I  am  a  plain 
mani  he  says;  I  am  now  here  where  I  am  free  to 
speak,  and  I  tell  you  that  I  come  to  ask  the  aid  of 
your  Government  to  secure  to  my  countrymen  the 
enforcement  of  the  principle,  that  no  foreign  power 
shall  be  permitted  to  interfere  in  the  contest  which 
we  shall  wage  with  Austria  for  the  establishment 
of  our  independence.  Sir,  if  gentlenien  have  read 
the  speech  of  the  distinguished  Americap  citizen 
in  Europe,  to  whom  I  have  referred,  they  have 
seen  distinctly  avowed  this  proposition. 

There  is  about  to  be  convulsion  in  Europe.  A 
league  of  despots  have  combined  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  all  republican  governments;  and  the 
question  proposed  is.  Shall  we  wait  until,  isolated 
and  alone,  we  are  compelled  to  arrest  their  aggres- 
sions? or  shall  we  unite  ourselves  with  the  only 
really  free  Gk)vemment  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  announce,in  advance,ourdetermina- 
tion  to  maintain  the  principles  for  which  Mr.  Kos- 
suth contends.^  In  express  ktngui^,  it  is  said  in 
the  spgech  to  which  I  nave  referretf,  thai  England 
and  the  United  States,  looking  to  their  mercantile 
and  naval  marine,  command  Uie  ocean ;  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  blockade  the  ports  of 
these  despotic  powers,  if  it  be  necessary,  or  if  not 
necessary,  to  place  their  vessels  at  the  mouths  of 
the  harbors  or  their  different  ports;  and  to  repeat 
the  operation  which  was  practised  by  our  own 
Government  upon  Mexico  during  our  war  wiih 
1 1  that  Power;  to  levy  duties  on  vessels  entering 
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those  ports,  and  is  that  way  to  destroy  their  com- 
merce. 

I  refer  to  these  details  not  for  the  puc|K>8e  of 
commenting  upon  them;  not  of  expressing  an 
opinipn  as  to  their  efficiency,  still  less  to  intimate 
any  opinion  of  the  correctness  of  their  avowal; 
but  simply  to  show  that  it  is  not  your  ;iympathy 
which  Mr.  Kossuth  asks.  It  is  not  pubhc  honors 
to  himself  which  he  seeks.  No,  sir,  he  comes  here 
to  obtain  from  you  a  pledge  to  enforce  the  principle, 
that  no  foreign  Power  shwl  be  permitted  to  interfere 
between  the  Hungarian  people  and  the  Austrian 
Government  in  ^e  event  of  a  renewal  of  the  con- 
teat.  Are  we  prepared  to  give  that  pledge? 
Whence  do  we  derive  our  authority?  We  have 
in  these  two  Chambers  the  right  to  exercise  all 
legislative  power  which  is  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution: and  among  these  powers  is  that  of  de- 
claring war.  Have  we  the  power7  under  circum- 
stances like  the  present,  to  pledge  this  Government 
irredeemably,  to  a  course  of  action  which  may  lead 
to  war,  and  which  must,  in  all  human  prot>abiIity, 
have  that  result? 

I  do  not  know  what  estimate  is  formed  of  the 
character  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia:  it  has -not 
been  a  subject  of  my  study.  But  I  can  iihi^ne 
that  if  anything  could  armise  the  feelings  of  an 
individual  to  resistance  against  such  interference 
as  is  proposed,  it  would  oe  the  annunciation  of  the* 
principles  that  we,  to  them  a  trans-Atlantic  Power 
— a  free  people  who  have  hitherto  declared  that, 
while  maintaining  the  principlesof  freedom  within 
our  own  limits,  we  abstain  absolutely  and  entirely 
from  all  interference  with  any  other  Government 
— nay  more,  that  we  will  allow  (as  some  are  dis- 
posea  to  assert)  no  interference  of  any  European 
Fower  in  the  affairs  of  this  Continent,— -if  any  cir- 
cumstance, I  say,  could  arouse  the  feelings  of  the 
individual  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Russian  Empire 
to  a  d^ree  which  must  inevitably  result  in  war,  it 
would  be  the  course  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
pursue.  That  this  course,  is  contrary  to  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  Government  from  its  foundation, 
I  think  no  one  will  be  disposed  to  deny.  Our 
Presidents  and  our  Congresses  have  not  hesitated 
to  express,  in  times  past,  their  devotion  to  the 
principle  of  civil  liberty.  They  will  not  hesitate 
now.  But  from  the  time  of  General  Washington's 
Farewell  Address  to  the  American  people,  down  to 
the  present  moment,  the  principle  of  avoiding  en- 
tangling alliances  with  otner  nations — such  as  that 
which  I  think  must  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the 
progress  of  these  proceedings,  if  they  should  be 
adopted — the  principle  of  avoiding  all  interference 
with  the  disturbances  or  convulsions  of  Europe, 
has  been  uAiformly  and  emphatically  avowed. 

I  desire  to  ascertain  from  toe  American  Senate- 
according  to  the  individual  whom  it  is  intended  to 
honor,  on  this  occasion,  all  the  merit  which  his 
most  enthusiastic  admirers  may  be  disposed  to 
claim  for  him — whether  they  are  disposed  to  depart 
from  that  principle  of  policy  by  adopting  a  meas- 
ure which,  in  my  judgment,  necessarily  involves 
that  departure  ? 

We  are  told  of  the  interpretation  which  the  civ- 
ilized world  has  given  to  the  mere  act  of  invitation 
which  has  been  extended  to  this  individual  and 
his  associates,  by  sending  for  them  a  national  ves- 
sel; and  if,  after  the  avowals  he  has  made  in  Eng- 
land; if,  aAer  the  declarations  of  the  distinguishol 
American  citizen  to  whom  I  have  referred,  and 
which  Mr.  Kossuth  says  expresses  all  his  feelings 
and  all  his  desires;  if  he  after  the  declarations 
which  Kossuth  has  made  after  landing  on  our 
shores;  the  distinction  which  he  has  drawn  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  people;  his  avowal 
of  a  determination  to  appeal  to  the  people  for  the 
active  sympathy  which  he  invokes  in'  behalf  of 
his  country;  if*^ after  all  this,  which  is  perfectly 
known  to  us,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
representing  the  thirty-one  sovereign  States  of  this 
Union,  and  the  twenty -five  millions  of  people 
which  compose  it,  shall  welcome  him  to  the 
shores  of  the  United  States  in  this  formal  man- 
ner, do  they  not  thereby  impliedy  accjuiesce  in 
the  object  which  he  thus  publicly  and  in  advance 
announces  that  he  came  here  to  accomplish  ?  Is 
not  that  the  very  interpretation  which  the  civilized 
world  will  give  It?  He  says  to  the  American  peo- 
ple— and  the  declaration  is  before  us  while  we  are 
agitating  the  question: 

"  I  do  not  come  here  tn  ask  your  ■jrmpftthy.  That  ii 
mtifying,  but  valneleaii.  I  come  here  to  invoke  (be  aid  of 
ttie  great  American  Republic  to  protect  my  i>eo|>le,  peace- 
ably, if  tbey  may,  by  the  moral  influence  of^  their  declara- 


tions, bat  forcibly  if  they  maBt,^by  the  phyidal  power 
of  ttieir  arm — to  prevent  any  foreifn  interference  in  the 
struggle  altout  to  be  renewed  for  the  liberties  of  my  coun- 
tryi  I  am  a  plain  man.  I  am  in  a  land  of  freedom.  I  am 
permitted  to  speak  freely  my  sentiments.  This  is  what  I 
ask.  If  this  is  accorded  to  me.  I  go  home,  and  the  liberties 
not  merely  of  Hungary  but  of  Europe,  are  secuied.  If  not, 
I  go  with  my  oountr^'meu  alone  to  renew  that  strugi^  Ibr 
the  achievement  of  our  liberties." 

This  lan^age  is  too  distinct  to  be  mistaken.  If 
this  resolution  passes,  extending  to  him  alone— 
(departing  from  your  invitation,  for  that  included 
his  associates) — the  welcome  which  it  proposes, 
aAer  these  declarations  of  the  object  for  which  he 
comes  here,  the  civilized  world  will  be  much  more 
authorized  than  they  were  by  the  invitation  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  SkwardI  to  conclude  that  the  welcome 
to  Governor  Kossuth  implies  a  pAedge  that  we  will 
interpose,  if  necessary,  and  in  the  manner  he  de- 
sires, for  the  protection  of  the  Hungarian  nation. 
In  my  judgment  this  inference  is  irresistible;  and 
if  it  be  not,  yet  if  it  occasion  doubt;  if  it  result  in 
producing  opposition  to  this  resolution  in  its  pivs- 
ent  form;  if  gentlemen  do  believe  (and  1  doubt 
not  that  Uiey  are  sincere  in  the  declaration)  that 
this  is  a  mere  testimonial  of  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  toward  a 
distinguished  advocate  of  the  cause  of  civil  liberty, 
they  will  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  amendment 
which  1  shall  submit,  and  which  is  simply  calcula- 
ted to  exclude  this  conclusion.  I  desire,  m  the  first 
place,  by  the  amendment  which  I  shall  propose,  to 
fulfill  the  expectations  which  were  reasonaoly  cre- 
ated by  the  invitation,  by  extending  this  resolution 
to  the  associates  of  Governor  Kossuth.  The  inter- 
position of  the  American  Grovemment  in  behalf  of 
these  captives  was  not  confined  to  that  individual 
alone:  it  extended  to  all  his  associates  in  captivity. 
The  invitation  to  our  shores  equally  embraced 
them  all.  If,  therefore,  we  are  acting  in  fulfill- 
ment of  the  obligations  created  by  that  invitation, 
we  must  hot  confine  the  resolution  to  Governor 
Kossuth ,  but  must  extend  it  to  his  associates.  To 
him  and  to  them,  to  the  full  extent  of  my  consti- 
tutional powers,  I  am  willing  to  afford  an  asylum 
wiihin  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pro- 
vide all  the  means  of  making  that  asylum  com- 
fortable. But  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  duty 
as  an  American  Senator,  according  to  the  convic- 
tions of  my  judgment,  if  I  sufifered  any  zeal  for 
the  advancement  of  the  principle  of  civil  liberty 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  induce  me  to 
jeopard  the  safety  and  the  vital  interests  of  the 
country  which  is  my  own;  to  which  I  owe  my 
first,  entire,  and  absolute  allegiance.  I  am  unwil- 
ling, therefore,  to  leave  it  to  implication,  that  by 
this  reception,  under  these  circumstances,  we 
have  entered  into  a  pledge  that  by  the  exertion  of 
moral,  and,  if  necMsary,  of  physical  force,  we 
will  protect  the  people  of  Hungary  from  all  for- 
eign interference  upon  the  renewal  of  their  strug- 
fle.  Such  a  pledge  once  given  would  be  irrevoca- 
le.  It  coula  not  be  violated  without  dishonor. 
It  could  not  be  redeemed  without  putting  in  jeop- 
ardy the  best  and  most  ^tal  interests  of  our  coun- 
try. 

These  are  the  views  which  I  entertain  on  this 
subject,  and,  in  accordance  with  them,  I  propose 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  jtnd  he  UfuHktr  resolve^  That  the  welcome  thus  a^ 
forded  to  Louis  Kossuth  be  extended  to  his  associates  who 
have  landed  on  our  shores;  but  while  welcomins  these 
Hungarian  patriots  u>  an  asylum  in  our  country,  and  to  the 
protection  which  our  laws  do,  and  alwajrs  will  afibrd  to 
them,  it  is  due  to  candor  to  declare  that  it  is  not  the  purpose 
'Of  Congress  to  depart  from  the  settled  policy  of  this  Gov- 
f  mment  which  forbids  all  interference  with  the  domestic 
concerns  of  othet  nations." 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  desirous  that  the  resolution 
shall  pass,  but  I  am  not  so  desirous  that  this  reso- 
lution shall  pass  that  I  am  willing,  in  order  to  ob-< 
tain  that,  to  resign  what  I  believe  to  be  any  of  the 
privileges  of  a  Senator.  With  great  deference  to 
the  Chair,  I  look  upon  its  decision  as  being  in 
contravention  of  that  right;  and  before  I  sit  down 
I  intend  to  take  an  appeal,  and  quote  author- 
ity from  the  Manual,  which  I  think  si^stains  me. 
I  ref^r  to  the  decision  that  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Shields!  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Seward]  is  out  of  order.  But  before  I  proceed  to 
do  this,  1  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  that 
question  in  the  aspect  in  which  it  is  now  presented ; 
and  1  beg  leave  to  assure  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foots]  that  I  use  words 


with  no  sectional,  no  hidden,  no  anister  roeaaingr. 
I  will  endeavor  to  use  as  pure  English  as  1  can 
collect,  and  use  English  in  the  acceptation  which 
it  has  as  far  South  as  civilization  extends,  and 
without  any  qualifications  at  all. 

I  am  desirous  that  the  resolution  shall  pass,  and 
I  am  so  desirous  that  it  shall  pass  that  I  shall  in* 
terpose  no  amendment,  because  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  thinks  thai, 
on  a  former  occasion,  an  amendment  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  propose  operated  very  fatally  upon 
the  resolution  which  he  introduced.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  the  amendment  lost  strength  by 
being  tacked  on  to  his  resolution;  and  if  1  had  in- 
troduced it  as  an  original  measure  it  would  have 
passed.  But  to  come  to  this  resolution.  I  want 
to  Speak  to  what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  objec- 
tion to  it,  and  that  is,  that  it  wants  precedent. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  gave  notiee 
that  he  was  about  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  j 
the  Chair.  If  the  debate  goes  on,  he  will  be  too 
late  to  take  an  appeal.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
is  considered  as  acquiesced  in,  unless  an  appeal  is  , 
immediately  taken.  When  the  Senator  from  Greor- 
gia  rose,  the  Chair  requested  him  to  give  way  in 
order  that  an  appeal  might  be  taken.  But  the 
Chair  will  still  receive  the  appeal;  though,  if  the 
discussion  goes  on,  it  will  oe  too  late  to  take  an 
appeal. 

Mr.  HALE.     Yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  around  me,  I  will  not  take 
an  appeal ,  bu  1 1  hope  this  decision  will  not  be  taken 
as  a  precedent.    I  deem  it  wrong;  but  I  shall  sub- 
mit to  the  wrong  for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  to  a  greater  good,  and  ^at  is,  tne  consid- 
eration of  this  resolution.    I  want  to  address  my- 
self to  the  objection  that  this  resolution   wants 
precedent.    It  is  said  that  the  only  precedent  which 
can  be  found  was  the  case  of  the  reception  given 
to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.    A  very  eloquent 
eulogy  was  passed  on  the  sacrifices  and  serrices 
whidi  that  distin^ished  individual  made  in  the 
attainment  of  the  ^berties  of  this  country,  which 
entitled  him  to  the  reception  which  he  reeetvad 
when  he  visited  our  shores,  something  more  then 
a  quarter  of  a  century  since.    Now,  I  want  to  take 
this  very  case  of  Lafayette,  and  see  if  it  is  tMi  a 
case  in  point.    I  ask  you,  sir,  if,  when  the  idea 
was  first  suggested  to  the  mind  of  LafiiyeCte  that 
here  was  to  mm  a  trans-Atlantic  people — en  oceaa 
wider,  for  all  practical  purposes,  by  thousands  of 
miles,  Uien  than  now,  was  between  him  and  this 
trans-Atlantic  people,  who  had  risen  up  with  the 
energy  of  freemen  and  Tf  ere  asserting  their  risfats, 
and  struggling  to  maintain  the  declaration  which 
they  had  made — if  Lafa3rette,  instead  of  actii^ 
witn  that  noble  and  disinterested  chivalry  with 
which  he  threw  himself  into  the  contest  witfaont 
waiting  to  see  whether  fortunate  or  lidverse  cir- 
cumstances attended  those  who  were  straggling 
here — ^if,  instead  of  obeying  the  generous  ioumlses 
of  his  own  nature,  he  had  begun  to  study  the 
musty  records  of  the  monarchy  of  France  to  find 
a  precedent,  how  long  would  it  have  been  before 
he  would  have  thrown  his  fortunes  and  Us  Ufe 
into  the  scale  in  which  he  ventured  his  all?    Sir, 
many,  many  centuries  would  have  elapsed  before 
he  would  have  foqpd  a  precedent  for  the  course 
which  he  then  took.    He  found  that  precedent  by 
the  occasion,  and  the  occasion  made  tne  precedoit. 

Another  word  as  to  precedents,  as  applicable  to 
lis.  What  has  been  the  history  of  tne  United 
States?  Why,  instead  of  following  precedenu, 
they  have  been  making  precedents. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    Presidents. 

Mr.  HALE;  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi says  we  have  been  making  Presidents.  I 
suppose  the  word  precedetUs  sounas  so  much  like 
prmdenU,  thai  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  can- 
not hear  it  without  its  calling  up  some  other  asso- 
ciations than  those,  as  the  only  ones  which  belong 
to  the  occasion.  , 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  would  simply  say,  that  know- 
ing that  the  gentleman  himself  had  at  one  time 
aspirations  for  the  Presidency,  1  thought  it  pos- 
sible that  that  was  in  his  mind  when  he  made  use 
of  the  word ;  particularly  as  I  understood  him  dis- 
tincUy  to  pronounce  the  word  presidents* 

Mr.  HALE.  In  dictionaries,  and  precedents, 
and  pronunciation,  I  yield  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Foote,]  but  in  nothing 
else.  I  think  it  is  a  little  ungenerous  in  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi,  who  comes  here  from  fields  . 
in  which  he  has  so  successfblly  combatted  those  ^ 
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vho  opposed  him  claims — who  comes  here  with 
pldsea  cap  foil  of  triumph,  not  to  enjoy  the  blush- 
ing kooon  with  which  nis  State  has  crowned  him, 
viAoiit  a  fling  at  mv  poor  claims,  which  were  so 
hss  ago  reje^ed.     1  ask  him  if,  while  those  hon- 
Ml  «e  heaped  upon  him,  he  cannot  remember 
Ifarftcai  the  Jew,  sitting  at  the  King's  gate?    I 
U  lioped  that  prosperity  would  have  brought  bet- 
ar  itnons  with  it,  but  it  seems  it  has  not.    I  leave 
ii8ab}flct. 

I  sar*  that  it  has  been  the  province  and  destiny 

if  tiie  United  States  not  only  to  make  Presidents 

bitjvecedeDta.    I  believe  that,  when  the  mem* 

tea  of  the  Continental  Congress  assembled  on 

ftctt  of  July,  1T76,  and  put  forth  the  declare-, 

MM  ■liii  fi  they  have  put  forth  to  the  world,  they 

VM  sctiiig  entirely  without  a  precedent;  that  a 

ymtkmt  is  not  to  be  found  in  which  the  repre- 

iMtfnrea  of  a  vast  number  of  States  had  come 

tjpifor  in  peau^eful  conclave,  and  in  solemn  and 

■Mvt  deliberation  come  to  the  (Tondusion  that  it 

nm  a  ficMite  of  duty  to  separate  the  connections 

had  heretofore  bound  them  to  their  mother 

r.    Then  they  were  acting  without  prece- 

And  after  the  justice  of  that  declaration  was 

lied  by  a  seven  years'  war,  the  experi^ce 

0f  B  few  succeeding  years  of  peace  had  told  them 

tfcat  peace  itself  might  become  valueless  without 

BfiiJiing  to  render  those  blessings  )>ennanent 

■d  vikiabU*  they  assembled  together  in  a  con- 

^Ni  which  framed  our  Cunstitution ,  and  they 

than  acting  entirely  without  precedent.    I 

yoD  may  search  the  world,  and  you  can- 

I  an  instance  in  which  the  representatives 

«f  a  aation  came  together  in  that  manner,  and 

~  a  written  constitution.    It  was  the  second 

constitution,  I  think,  which  the  history  of 

1,  up  to  that  period,  presented,  and  the 

tevM  that  formed  on  board  the  Mayflower, 

lita  ^  PO^rims  were  on  their  way  from  Delfl- 

iiMato  ^18  country.    That  was  a  matter  with- 

oot  vwil«nty  and  so  the  history  of  our  country 

III  BMI  vithoat  precedent.    Instead  of  following 

ii  lim  fH%es  nThich  have  been  leA  us  of  nations 

pwUke  «M,  we  have  been  following  the  destiny 

^MlattBS  to  be  ours— been  making,  instead  of 

Ai^Ag|RoedentB.  And  such,  1  trust,  we  shall 

OMWdo. 

lU^Mi  to  this  resolution  of  sympathy,  re- 
jaM^«i«Bttdolence,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  with 
AMt^what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  it?  Some  gen- 
mj  think  that  it.  looks  to  something  ulte- 
faWlIt  4am  not  of  hself  include  anything  of 
it  does  not  bind  the  people  of  this 
cflOMri  %i  anrtiung.  It  is  simply  the  expression 
tfjrtMlMmw  whole  people  feel — sympathy 
"^  **  "  u  TWey  look  upon  him  as  the  living 
Bt^flf  a  gnat  principle  which  has  been 
'^  iAdions.  They  look  upon  him 
r»  ZB  the  struggles  which  he  has 
Mm  country,  of  those  great  sen- 
CJMjft  Ultt  are  dear  to  the  whole  American 
Mpi^aal  npraased  upon-the  whole  American 
MiiL  U  m  heeause  the  people  of  this  country 
Bs  the  representative  of  these  prin- 
in  him  the  living  imbodiment  of 
iis  dearest  to  their  own  afi*ection8.  They 
htmost  solen-n  form  in  which  the  action 
^  dM  peeple  or  the  Government  of  the  United 
tev  am  do  it,  an  expression  of  those  feelings  to 
W||md  Io  the  distinguished  individual  who  has 
^■i  ^**^  ^  otu*  shores. 

Aal,  sir,  shall  the  American  people  hesitate, 
Ad  Iber  pause,  shaU  they  be  afraid  to  give  utter- 
ueeii  tte  most  formal,  the  most  solemn,  and  the 
MHl  cfeiive  manner  in  which  they  can  do  it,  to 
ifce  Wliiuuts  which  the  great  body  of  the  people 
cilwtani?.  If  we  are  to  pause  fclefore  we  g^ve 
v«aet  to  sentiments  like  these,  until  we  think 
teihcywiD  fail  to  nve  offence  to  any  of  the 
*h«r  Governments  of  Uie  world,  we  might  as  well 
"^■duu  at  once  the  idea  of  carrying  out  the  prin- 
iiplcs  which  are  imbodied  in  the  Constitution 
Mier  iriueh  we  are  organized  to-day.  I  have  no 
^Qofat  thttt  the  venr  formation  of  that  Condlitu- 
iMM^  Am  very  imbooiment  of  the  sentiments  upon 
^^n  the  Constitotion  is  founded,  embraced  in 
^  Deefaiation  of  Independence,  gave  offence  at 
^mtmttnt  of  their  piromul^tionp  and  give  offence 
*nr,«id  wiD  continue  to  give  offence  to  the  latest 
pml  of  time,  to  the  deroou  of  the  Old  Worid  and 
if  db-Kcv.  They  will  never  be  pleasing;  they 
y^mgnr  be  paktaMt  to  them.  If  the  people 
ni  Urn  QchPcnimeBt  of  the  United  States  are  to 


pause  and  reckon  and  calculate  how  the  expres- 
sion and  utterance  of  their  sentiments  may  be 
maae  palatable  and  void  of  offence  to  those  who 
entertam  directly  contrary  sentiments,  we  might 
as  well  at  once  close  our  nvouths  in  eternal  silence. 
It  is  because  the  utterance  of  these  sentiments 
will  give  offence  to  those  who  are  always  off*ended 
whenever  the  sentiments  of  liberty  are  uttered, 
that  they  have  value.  It  is  because  they  will  tes- 
tify to  the  victims  of  oppre^on  everywhere  that 
there  is  a  feeling  of  sympathy,  of  commisseration, 
of  condolence,  and  of  respect  in  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people  with  them  in  their  misfortunes — it  is 
because  of  this  that  this  resolution  has  any  value. 

If  you  stop  to  fortify  it  with  provisos  and  quali- 
fications, and  reservations  and  exclusions  of  con- 
clusions, it  may  be  a  very  sood  special  plea,  but  it 
will  be  a  very  poor  channd  Uirougn  which  the  sym- 
pathies, are  to  find  vent — to  find  utterance  and  ex- 
pression. No,  sir;  let  the  expression  of  these 
sentiments  be  broad  and  manly,  open,  unquali- 
fied, and  direct.  Let  them  spcnJc  in  the  plamest 
manner  in  which  the  English  language  can  present 
ideas,  the  sentiment  which''  to-day  is  beating  and 
vibrating  through  the  hearts  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people.  Let  thfi  bearina;s  and  uprisings  of  the 
ereat  American  heart,  which  has  been  mov«l  by 
Uie  advent  of  this  man,  as  it  has  not  been  moved 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  find  a  cor- 
responding movement  and  expression  here  from 
the  representatives  of  the  nation  in  this  Congress 
assemoled. 

Let  us  not  be  afraid  that  there  is  any  danger  of 
compromising  or  committing  ourselves  to  any  step 
which  we  may  need  hereafter  to  retrace  or  retract. 
It  was  said  by  a  distinguished  American  states- 
man, on  another  occasion,  that  he  took  no  step 
backwards.  Such,  I  trust,  will  be  the  language 
of  the  American  Senate  and  American  people- 
that  they  will  take  no  backward  step.  Tney  have 
Elanted  their  bannera.  They  are  unfurled.  They 
ave  written  their  sentiments  where  the  world  may 
read  them,  and  where,  I  trust  in  God,  all  time 
will  not  efface  them.  Let  it  never  be  said  to  the 
victims  of  despotism  in  the  Old  World^  that  are 
straining  their  aching  eyes  and  looking  with  throb- 
bing hearts  to  hear  what  the  only  free  people  on  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth  will  do,  that  we  have  hesi- 
tate, baited,  furled  our  banners,  lest  our  views,  if 
repeated  and  reuttered  by  us,  mi^ht  give  offence  to 
tliose  to  whom  the  principlesof  liberty  are  always 
an  offence.  I  trust  that,  instead  of  going  back — 
instead  of  retrograding — instead  of  pausing — ^we 
will  make  this  resoluuon  more  full  and  more  ex- 
plicit. If  it  wants  more  meaning,  put  it  into  it. 
We  do  not,  by  such  a  course  as  this,  commit 
ourselves  to  anything  and  everything  which  some- 
body may  have  said:  but  we  ao  commit  ourselves 
to  principles  of  fidelity  to  the  great  cause  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  Revolution  and  is  im- 
bodied in  the  principles  of  our  Constitution.  I 
trust  that  we  are  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  that.  As 
I  am  desirous  that  the  resolution  shall  pass,  I  will 
not  trespass  longer  on  the  Senate,  but  will  give 
way,  hopine  that  we  may  arrive  at  early  action. 

Mr.  MILLER*  Mr.  President,  I  desire,  at 
this  point  of  the  debate,  while  the  amendment  of 
the  senator  from  Georgia  is  before  the  Senate,  to 
say  a  few  words.  Three  months  ago,  the  object^ 
of  this  resolution  was  a  prisoner  in  Turkey. 
Driven  from  his  own  country,  forsaken  by  eveij 
Christian  nation  in  Europe,  the  diplomacy  of  this 
country,  actuated  by  a  hierh  and  christian  spirit, 
sought  him  out,  and  tendered  to  him  a  national 
ship,  in  which  he  was  brought  to  this  country, 
under  the  flas  of  the  Union.  When  he  landed  on 
the  shores  of  this  continent,  he  received,  as  he  is 
now  receiving,  the  sympathies  of  millions  of  free- 
men. Who  was  it  that  attracted  the  attention  and 
the  [sympathies  of  this  country  ?  It  was  Louis 
Kossuth,  the  exile,  not  Louis  J^ossuth,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Hungary.  It  was  not  Kossuth,  the  suc- 
cessful hero  and  statesman,  but  the  deserted  and 
the  unfortunate  Kossuth,  to  whom  we  extended 
our  liberality  and  our  courtesy.  In  the  spirit  of 
the  resolution  which  we  passed  at  the  last  session, 
asking  our  Executive  to  interfere  in  a  peaceful  and 
a  quiet  way,  by  diplomacy,  he  was  rescued  from 
his  imprisonment  and  placed  upon  our  shores  as 
an  exile.  In  that  spirit  I  am  willing  to  receive 
him  f  and  in  that  spint  the  American  heart  is  will- 
ing to  receive  him.  It  is  not  to  Louis  Kossuth, 
Gk)vernor  of  Hungary,  that  this  resolution  and 
the  amefidment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  ex-* 


tends.  We  receive  him  not  with  a  crest  upon  bis 
helmet,  and  sword  and  spear,  not  as  Ceesar  clothed 
in  armor,  but  as  Cato  m  his  gown,  as  the  great 
Apostle  of  Liberty,  coming  here  after  having  been 
driven  from  his  native  land,  seeking  0iat  Uberty 
upon  our  shores  which,  with  all  his  exei-tions,  he 
could  not  obtain  at  home. 

It  is  a  common  fashion  to  glorify  the  successful 
and  tx>nquering  hero.  But  it  is  no  common 
fashion  for  a  great  nation  to  seek  the  deserted  and 
the  weak  and  tlie  down-trodden,  and  to  award  to 
them  their  sympathies  and  cordial  greetings.  I 
confess  that  I  consider  it  one  of  the  proudest 
chapters  in  the  history  of  American  diplomacy, 
where  it  interferes  not  by  armed  force,  but  by  tne 
great  influence  which  is  gathered  around  this 
country  of  liberty  and  law.  to  take  from  the 
dungeons  of  Turftey  a  man  who  had  been  trodden 
down  by  the  despots  of  Europe,  and  without  in- 
terfering with  the  rights  of  any,  placed  hi«i  at 
liberty  and  brought  him  here  to  this  Western 
worla,  where  he  can  enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  a  freeman. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
does  nothing^  more  than  to  bid  him  welcome  to 
this  country  m  the  name  of  the  people.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  resolution,  had  it  not  been  for 
certain  mattera  which  have  transpired  since  the 
landing  of  this  distinguished  individual  upon  our 
shores.  In  the  first  speech  which  he  made  on 
landing  in  New  York,  at  Castle  Garden,  a  speech 
prepared  with  great  care,  he  declares,  witn  the 
manly  straight  forwardness  of  an  honest  man, 
what  he  wants.  He  says  that  it  is  not  merely 
our  sympathies  that  he  looks  for,  but  that  he 
wants  pecuniary  means  and  political  aid,  and 
nothing  less.  He  asks  for  aU  the  sinews  of  war- 
money,  men,  and  political  power.  It  is  said  that 
he  has  not  asked  this  of  the  Gk)vemment,  but  he 
has  asked  it  of  the  people.  What  is  this  Govern- 
ment but  the  moutn-piece  of  a  free  people;  and 
when  this  Government  speaks  to  strangera  and 
speaks  to  the  worid,  it  is  tne  people  of  the  country 
tnat  speak  in  the  language  uttered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. That  is  the  great  glory  of  our  Republican 
institutions. 

This  distinguished  man  asks  us— the  people  of 
this  country — to  go  to  war  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  by  money,  men,  and  political  influence, 
fov  the  cause  of  human  liberty  there.  Now,  no 
man  desires  more  than  I  do,  tnat  the'great  cause 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  should  succeed  upon 
the  Continent  of  Europe;  and  I  believe,  judging 
from  the  signs  ofthe  times,  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when,  oy  reason  ofthe  influences  which  have 
been  cast  back  upon  that  Continent  from  this 
country,  by  means  of  the  continual  and  intimate 
social  mtercouree  between  that  country  and  this, 
by  means  of  emigration  and  re<^migrauon,  by  the 
peaceful  and  quiet  influence  of  this  country,  Europe 
IS  to  be  regenerated.  But  if  we  listen  to  this  cry 
of  armed  interference,  and  if  the  people  of  this 
country  are  to  go  with  men  and  money  to  fight 
the  battles  of  liberty  on  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
then  we  at  once  put  an  end  to  tftat  wise  poUcy 
which  we  have  practised  from  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington to  this  hour;  and  instead  of  the  influence  of 
this  country  being  exercised  as  it  has  been  here- 
tofore exercised,  armed  force,  and  war,  and  blood 
is  to  determine  whether  Europe  is  to  be  free  or  not. 
In  my  humble  opinion,  the  firat  American  gim 
dischai^ed  upon  tne  Continent  of  Europe,  in  de- 
fence of  a  revolution  in  Europe,  will  be  more  dis- 
astrous to  the  cause  of  human  liberty  than  all  the 
batteries  of  all  the  despots  in  the  world. 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  we  have  a  great  mission  to 
perform  :  that  it  is  our  duty  to  interfere,  not  only 
by  the  expression  of  sympathy,  but  in  some  other 
way  whicn  gentlemen  do  not  exactly  define,  in  tlie 
cause  of  distressed  humanity  in  Europe.  We 
have  a  great  trust  to  execute,  and  a  great  duty 
to  perform;  but,  like  every  other  trust  and  every 
other  duty,  domestic,  social,  and  political,  it  is  lim- 
ited; it  has  its  errand.  If  we  go  beyond  that — 
if  we  turn  crusculera  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
that  tnist  and  performing  that  duty,  in  other  lands, 
like  all  crusadera  we  may  get  great  honor,  we  may 
be  renowned  in  chivalry  and  in  song,  but  we  shall 
neelect  the  great  duties  which  we  have  to  perform 
at  nome,  wnere  we  can  perform  them  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  mankind. 

The  altar  of  our  liberty  has  its  own  temple.  It 
is  here.  Here  let  the  oppressed  of  every  land 
corns  to  worship.    Here  let  them  come  if  they 
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desire  to  ^t  rid  of  oppression  at  home  or  to  warm 
their  patriotism  to  return  to  renewed  eflforts  abroad. 
Let  them  come;  but  let  us  not  take  away  that  altar 
from  our  own  temple  and  carry  it  off  into  the  wil- 
derness of  European  Revolution,  thereto  be  taken 
by  the  Philistines,  or  its  fires  to  be  ouenched  for- 
ever beneath  an  ocean  of  blood.  No,  sir,  it  is 
here  thw  our  duty  is  to  be  performed. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  these  remarks, 
because  I  intend  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of 
Con^esa  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
and  to  give  to  Louis  Kossuth  and  his  companions 
in  exile,  a  hearty,  a  noble,  and  a  generous  wel- 
come to  this  country.  I  care  not  as  to  the  form  of 
this  welcome.  While  I  am  willing:  to  do  that,  I 
wish  it  at  the  same  time  to  be  understood  that  I 
acknowledge  none  of  these  new, doctrines  which 
Jiave  been  started,  that  we  are  to  implicate  our- 
selves in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  I  wish  it  also  to 
be  d?itinctly  understood,  that  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  doctrine  of  cutting  off  this  nation  from  all 
nocial  and  international  intercourse  with  Europe. 
1  am  not,  in  the  lajiguage  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  for  cutting  the  string.  We  have  a  duty 
to  perform  in  this  respect.  I  am  for  keepings  up 
legal  and  international  intercourse  through  diplo- 
macy with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  main- 
tain4ng  friendly  and  social  relations  with  them.  I 
would  not  forsake  Austria  because  of  Austrian 
despotism.  1  would  not  forsake  Russia  because 
she  is  denounced  to  be  a  despotic  power.  Among 
the  proudest  nations  of  Eurooe,  alongside  of  the 
hi^est  and  oldest  flag,  should  our  flag  be  sus- 
tained; not  bv  war,  but  this  great  nation  should 
be  representea  there  by  some  of  her  patriotic  and 
intelligent  citizens,  in  the  darkest  days  of  the 
struggle  for  human  liberty  there  I  would  maintain 
the  influence  of  this  Government;  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interfering  by  armed  force,  but  to  hold  out 
to  the  unfortunate  atid  oppressed  ef  those  nations, 
if  they  cannot  after  all  tneir  exertions  maintain 
liberty  there,  our  flag  and  our  infltience  will  afford 
them  a  home  here. 

A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Gleorgia  does  not  at  all, 
as  I  see,  change  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York.  It  merely  avoids  a  conclu- 
sion which  might  be  drawn  from  the  passage  by 
the  Congress  <n  the  United  States  of  a  resolution 
in  such  general  terms.  The  resolution  with  the 
amendment  shall  have  my  hearty  concurrence.  I, 
too,  have  not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of  the 
history  and  conduct  of  this  distinguished  indi- 
vidual. I  admire  his  talents  and  patriotism.  I 
believe  him  to  be  a  man  who  has  devoted  himself 
not  to  any  wild  scheme  of  liberty  in  Hungary, 
but  to  the  establishment  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment and  liberty  for  the  benefit  of  his  people.  As 
such  I  shall  personally  greet  Louis  Kossuth  cor- 
dially, and  also  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  this  debate,  and  if  any 
gentleman  wishes  to  discuss  the  resolution,  I  shall 
give  way  to  him.  I  intend  simply  to  put  myself 
right  before  the  country  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  introduced  the  original  resolution,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and,  as  declared  to  me  by  him,  and 
doubtless  truly,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Admin- 
istration itself,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  Cabinet,  as  clearly  intimated  in  the 
last  auniml  message,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, under  all  the  circumstances  existing,  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  reception  for  the  distinguished  per- 
sonage whose  character  and  actings  have  been  the 
subject  of  such  extended  remarks  on  this  occasion. 
I  acted,  I  say  again,  at  the  instance  of  gentlemen 
of  highoflficial  standing  in  Washington,  with  whom 
afier  full  consultation,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
agree.  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge,  that  in  none 
of  the  conversations  which  1  held  on  this  subject, 
preliminary  to  iiitroducing  theori^nal  resolution, 
did  any  person  undertake  to  intimate  the  pro- 
priety of  so  demeaning  ourselves  in  the  discussion 
^rf"  the  qtiestion-  designed  to  be  presented  to  the 
Senate,  as  to  avoid  enkindling  the  resentment  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia*  Had  any  such  consider- 
ation been  suggeste*!  to  me,  I  should  have  felt  not 
n  little  dissatisraction  with  the  personage  in  whose 
brain  an  idea  so  ignoble  had  ansen.  I  understood 
the  resolution  before  us  to  be  simply  a  proposition 
to  afford  to  Grovemor  Kossuth,  on  aecount  of  the 
high  respect  which  we  entertciii  fbr  his  public 
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character,  and  the  ardent  sympathy  which  the 
freemen  of  this  country  must  naturally  feel  fnr  him, 
and  the  noble  cause  with  which  he  atnnds  identified, 
a  reception  cordial  and  respectful  on  the  part  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  the  first  instance, 
to  be  follo^'ed,  as  has  been  generally  anticipated, 
by  an  additional  reception  on  tlie  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  Republic.  I  now  regret  exceedingly 
having  withdrawn  the  original  resolution,  because 
it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  acted  upon  before  the 
present  time.  I  withdrew  it  for  reasons  satisfac- 
tory to  me,  and  which  I  stated  in  the  heanng  of 
the  Senate.  I  supposed  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble fbr  us,  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  op- 
position presented  in  various  quarters  of  this  Hall, 
to  act  on  the  resolution  brought  forvmrd  by  me  in 
time  to  accord  to  Governor  Kossuth  that  reception 
which  I  had  hoped  all  the  members  of  this  body 
would  have  supposed  to  be  due  to  him.  Since 
that  period,  some  delay  having  occurred  in  New 
York  with  regard  to  his  pubnc  reception  there, 
other  gentlemen  here,  friendly  to  the  original  ob- 
ject which  I  had  in  vieWi  have  thought  proper  to 
introduce  propositions  to  provide  for  him  a  re- 
spectful and  ai&ctionate  reception  in  the  capital 
of  the  nation. 

Was  there  anything  in  the  original  resolution — 
is  there  anything  in  either  of  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  Senate  since  the  with- 
drawal of  the  original  one,  which  indicates  an  in- 
tention, on  the  part  of  those  who  have  agreed  that 
this  illustrious  personage  is  entitled  to  some  re- 
spectful notice  at  our  hands,  of  a  nature  to  commit 
the  Government  to  all  the  uncertainties  and  perils 
of  ft,  European  war }  No  calmly-thinking  and  dis- 
passionate man  can  examine  any  of  the  propo- 
sitions presented,  and  come  to  such  a  eonclusion. 
I  do  not  understand  the  language  of  Governor 
Kossuth  in  New  York  as  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  Mill9R»]  and  some  others,  seem  to 
understand  it.  I  do  not  understand  him  at  all  as 
intimating  an  expectation  that  this  Government, 
as  such,  should  enter  into  a  war  at  once  without 
delay,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  independence  of 
Hungary.  I  understand  him — and  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  in  one  part  of  his  speecn  seemed 
so  to  understand  him — as  clearly  asserting  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  people  of  tne  United  States 
and  their  Government.  That  distinction  was  in- 
timated by  him,  not  in  any  spirit  of  hostility 
toward  our  institutions — not  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  any  disrespect  on  his  part  towards  the 
Gh>vemment,  or  intimating  any  doubt  in  his  mind 
as  to  the  sincere  sympathy  which  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  entertains  for  him  and  his 
fortunes.  The  contrary  idea  is  most  emphatically 
stated  by  him.  I  understand  him  to  appeal,  as 
he  has  a  right  to  do,  to  this  nation  of  sovereigns, 
every  man  of  whom  is  equally  and  completely  in- 
dependent, for  the  cabn  and  aispassionale  consid- 
eration of  that  claim  to  respect  and  sympathy 
which  he  has  come  here  to  present  to  them.  Has 
he  not  a  right  to  address  public  meetings  of  our 
citizens  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  Hungarian  free- 
dom and  independence }  Have  not  our  people  a 
right  to  listen  to  him  respectfully— *to  avow  their 
respect  and  affectionate  sympathy  for  him,  ana 
to  supply  him  with  such  pecuniary  aid  as  he 
may  be  wilhng  to  receive  ?  Have  tliey  not  a  right 
to  do  anything  for  the  furthennnce  of  the  cause 
which  he  has  at  heart,  which  is  not  of  a  nature 
calculated  to  comprorait  our  international  rela- 
tions, or  involve  us  in  foreign  wars  ? 

I  maintain  that  he  has  said  nothing  at  all  in  any 
of  his  speeches  that  I  have  seen  which  goes  beyond 
this.  I  know  that  certain  slanderous  prints  have 
asserted  that  he  has  employed  language  of  a  very 
different  character.  I  know  that  in  advance  of  his 
coming  the  most  unmanly  and  illiberal  efforts  were 
made  to  poison  tlie  public  mind  in  regard  to  him 
and  his  claims  to  our  admiration  and  kindness. 
I  have  looked  into  this  matter  pretty  closely,  and 
I  feel  justified  in  asserting  that  great  and  cruel  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  this  distinguished  individual 
in  regard  to  what  he  said  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
What  is  it  that  is  now  proposed .'  One  gentleman 
simply  urges  substantially  that  we  sh^I  give  to 
GovernorKoksoth  a  hearty  national  welcome.  Is 
there  any  harm  in  that  ?  But  it  is  said  there  is  no 
precedent  for  this;  and  again  it  is  answered  thjit  a 
precedent  has  been  discovered.  Then  it  is  said 
that  the  precedent  found  does  not  apply,  because 
Lafayette  was  a  greater  man  than  Kossuth,  or  had 
greater  claims  upon  our  regard.    BotJh  of  tbem 


were  men,  T  believe.  Both  were  illustriouji  men. 
Both  were  champions  of  freedom.  Both  had  suf- 
fered in  maintaining  this  cause.  It  is  true,  Lafay- 
ette was  not  Kossuth,  and  Kossuth  is  not  Lafay-  4 
ette;  but  no  one  can  deny  that  the  character  of  J 
each  is  such  as  naturally  to  command  the  respect  | 
of  a  nation  of  freemen .  '  '^. 

We  have  said  ailready,  by  a  resolution  adopted!^ 
nearly  a  year  ago,  that  Kossuth  was  entitled  to!^ 
our  special  sympathy.    .1  undertake   to  assert,^^ 
therefore,  that  the  precedent  established  in  tb« 
case  of  Lafayette  is  applicable  in  all  its  material  i 
bearings  to  this  case.     I  do  not  care  very  niuch«:i 
though,  about  precedent  in  such  a  case.     Thiii  ii;,i 
in  some  degree  a  question  of  common  sense,  aniCi  1 
still  more  a  question  of  manly  feeling — a  queationu  i 
to  some  extent  also  involving  our  character  assup^ 
porters  of  Republican  institutions.     1  was  not  pre-   ' 
pared  to  hear  it  said,  or  even  insinuated  here,  that,  i 
we  should  shudder  with  alarm  in  the  pcrformancat 
of  what  we  may  consider  a  high  moraJ  duty  to  th4^[ 
cause  of  freedom,  on  account  of  the  danger  whidk  * , 
is  supposed  to  exist  of  our  offending  his  High 
Mightiness,  the  Czar  of  Russia.    I  am  resolved  to 
perform  what  I  deem  my  duty  as  an  American  Sen- 
atoi'^  and  to  risk  all  consequences;  and  I  shall  respect 
the  government  ofthis  Republic  far  less  than  I  now 
do  when  it  shall  fail  to  perform  its  clear  public  duty 
from  dread  of  the  censure  or  condemnation  of  any 
of  the  despotic  powers  of  Christendom.     I  fear  that 
there  has  been  too  much  of  tliis  feeling  in  our  na- 
tional councils  in  times  past;  and  I  am  sure  that 
we  have  arrived  at  a  period  when  it  becomes  us  to 
express  our  opinions  of  public  men  and  of  Oov- 
ernments  with  more  freedom  and  boldness  than 
has  heretofore  been  usually  practised  by  men  ib 
power. 

We  owe,  as  I  believe,  to  the  illustrious  Gover- 
nor of  Hungary,  a  cordial  national  reception.  Can 
any  one  pretend  that  such  reception  would  violate 
the  laws  of  nations.'    No  one  nas  pretended  that 
it  would.    What  right,  then,  would  the  Elmperor 
of  Russia  have  to  complain  of  it?  Js  it  disrwpMt- 
ful  to  him  to  treat  a  man,  who  is,  in  the  jucjpwoc 
of  the  civilized  world,  possessed  of  higher  fSOnX 
attributes  than  any  reigning  monarch,  with wptd^ 
respect  and  even  with  reverential  homage?    If  thii 
potentate  could  feel  insulted  at  an  act  on  our  pMt 
so  becoming,  so  natural,  and  should  be  silly  enoa|rii 
to  complain  of  it,  he  would  expose  himself  to  uie 
laughter  and  contempt  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
I  should  rejoice  that  his  proud  and  callous  heart 
had  been  made  to  fbel  the  soAenijig  influence  of 
chagrin  and  mortification  for  once  in  his  life. 

I  must  confess  that  I  o'eatly  prefer  the  propo- 
sition of  my  friend  from  Illinois.  [Mr.  Sriklim,] 
and  but  for  the  extraordinary  desire  felt  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  to  gratify  the 
American  public  with  his  views  in  ejrl^uo  oa  this 
subject,  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  IlltnoiB 
might  have  been  accepted  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York  as  a  substitute  for  his,  and  there  would 
have  been  an  ^nd  of  the  matter.    The  perfbrm- 
ance  of  such  an  act  as  that  indicated  by  the  reso- 
lution of  ^e  Senator  from  Illinoia,  would  not  have 
affected  our  peaceful  relations  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe.     How  is  it  possible  that  any 
mischief  cjin  possibly  arise  from  our  being  intro- 
duced to  Governor  Kossuth  in  our  own  Hall,  and 
the  other  members  and  the  Government  perform- 
ing the  rites  of  hospital  ty  in  such  manner  as  they 
deem  appropriate  and  becoming?    Sir,  I  deef^y 
deplore  this  wliole  debate.    I  must  sav  ibai  1 
think  it  is  calculated  to  detract  somewhat  nrom  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  itself.     Comparisons 
have  been  indulged,  and  parallels  attempted  to  be 
run  which,  whilst  they  testified  some  ingenuity  of 
a  rather  trivial  and  worthless  charact^,  are  not 
at  all  in  unison,  as  I  must  think,  either  with   the 
rules  of  good  breeding  or  the  laws  of  sound  taste. 

Mr.  SUMNER  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  wny  to — 

Mr.  RUSK,  on  whose  motion  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESEN'TATIVES. 

TruDAT,  Dtunbtr  9,  1851. 

The  Honse  met  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approTed . 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  to-day,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  sedta,  viz:  Mr.  McK^uecn 
and  Mr.  Wallack  of  South  Carolina^  and  Mr. 
MooRB  of  Louisiana. 
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Twrtyliiiihw  of  N.  Y.,  Georg©  W.  Thomp- 
■"•rf  V«k,  imtatm  Abererombie  of  Ala.,  John  L. 


of  Penii.,  Lewis  D.  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
,  I  0.  Niib«ra  of  Mis*.,  J.  Ariatid«  Lon- 
^  tf  La.,  William  W.  Snow  of  N.  Y.,  and  John 
Q.JBbrtff  Mo. 
Qmuitlt*  an  Mtm^iutti. — ^Messra.  Jam»  M. 
g-Btfte <ij[jr>,,  Thomas  B.  Florence  of  Penn., 
^■^■■1  l%Miip8on  of  Mana.,  Chafuncey  F. 
^enkad  of  Cmm.,  Addiaon  White  of  Ky.>  Wil- 
^  Mmmfof  N.  Y.,  Jared  Perkina  of  N.  H., 
Jndwiek  W.  Green  of  Ohio,  and  Bmomiel  B. 
HirtrfN.Y. 

.  (kmrniHtet  9%  AHeuUwre, — ^Messrf.  John  G. 
jy  rf  ir.  Y..  Fayette  McMuDin  of  Va.,  Al- 
Jjlteekery  of  N.  C,  Joseph  Cable  of  Ohio, 
2*^  ^«1<OT  of  N.  J.,  Samiiel  Brenton  of  la., 
ly  lYevton  of  Ohio,  James  Duane  Doty  of 
^•Bd  Jolio  McNair  of  Penn. 

on  AwKon  Miiirs. — ^Messrs.  Robert 


8TAJ»DIJfG  COMMltTEES. 
Tke  SPEAKER  announced  the  standing  cora- 
iMtHf»  which  be  had  appointed  under  the  rules  and 
Hlcr  of  the  House,  tiz: 

Ciwniifric  <^  £Zec<Bons.— Messrs.  David  T.  Dis* 
M^af  Ohio,  William  S:  Aahe  of  N.  C,  Christo- 
|*r  H.  W^ilUoms  of  Tennessee,  Wm.  T.  Ham- 
WoTMd.,  Abraham  M.  Schermerhorn  of  N. 
t^Jokn  S.  Caakie  of  Va.,  Presley  Ewing  of 
1^.,  Georse  T.  Dayis  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mm  Oatmhlf"  of  Pa. 

ft— wffff  tff  Wama$ulJ\imns, — ^Messrs.  George 
&  Bavston  of  Alabama,  Qeoi^e  W.  Jones  of 
I^Aessee,  Edward  Stanly  of  N,  C,  Harry  Hib- 
tel  af  X.  H.,  James  Brooks  of  N.  Y.,  J.  Glancy 
iveiof  Pa.,  William  Appleton  of  Mass.,  Cyrus 
UftiBUiinn   of  bid.,  and  John  S.   Phelps  of 

AvnsSee  cf  Claims — ^Messrs.  John  R.  J.  Daniel 
tOLC.^  Alfred  P.  Edgerton  of  Oliio,  Richard  L 
tmm  of  Md.,  Origen  S.  Seyniour  of  Conn., 
■  ttbcft  fUntoul,  jr.,  of  Mass.,  William  A.  Sackett 
rf^  Y.,  Carlton  B.  Curtis  of  Pa.,  William  R. 
ShA  of  Ala.,  and  Gilchrist  Porter  of  Mo. 

CbaniMee  wn  Cammtrte, — Mcasis.  David  L. 
Smsor  of  N.  Y.,  Andrew  Johnson  of  Tenn., 
Albaad«'H.  Stephens  of  Georgia,  Thomas  J.  D. 
FbQv  of  Me.,  James  H.  Duncan  of  Mass.,  John 
Idbbffis,  jr.,  of  Pa,,  Louis  St.  Martin  of  La., 
VBiniiAiken  of  S.C,  andThomas  Y.  Walsh  of 
Mi, 

CbMrftteean  PitUse  Londls.— Messrs.  WiUard  P. 
Bilaf  Mo.,W.  R.  W.  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Henry 
BoBetrof  N.  Y.,  James  L.  Orr  of  S.  C,  Albert 
G.  Waikins  ctf  Tenn.,  John  D.  Freeman  of  Miss. , 
HcaryD.  Moore  of  Pa  ,  Bemhart  Henn  of  Iowa, 
oi  JaKph  W.  McCorkle  of  California. 

flisiiffi  c  an  Ae  Post  Ofice  and  Post  Roads. — 
Ikmm.  BAsoo  B.  Olds  of  Ohio,  Alexander  G. 
Ita  of  La.,  Grin  Fowler  of  Mass.,  Paulus 
PtmA  «f  Va.,  John  L.  Schoolcraft  of  N.  Y., 
iJAmitm  Beany  of  Texas,  Ben.  Edwards  Gray 
■^Kth  Untfit  C.  Marshall  of  Cal.,  and  Lincoln 
CUdflnva. 

the  District  ^  Cohimbia.'^MeBan, 
ihn  of  111.,  Thomas  H.  Averettof 
FOodaw  of  N.  C,  Edward  Hammond 
m  AUen  of  Mass.,  Junius  Hillyer 
BcQ  of  Ohio,  Alexander  H.  BueU 
Diamel  Mace  of  Ind. 
rmkike  JtiMeiary. — Messrs.  James  X. 
'  Peon.,  Richard  K.  Meade  of  Va., 
oAaU  of  Ky.,  Abraham  W.  Ven- 
.Cflibiim  Q.  Harris  of  Tenn.,  James 
i  «f  Yt.,Johii  Braggof  Ala. ,  Samuel  W. 
•  M^#«|PrestonKing  of  N.  Y. 

mWrnlmtiuiuery  Gltdms, — ^Messrs. 

--jtM.^tte.9  Richard  H.'Stantonof 

9^9mgftm.mttkr  of  Va.,  James  M.  Gay- 
«ra|%awM.  Fuller  of  Penn.,  Robert 
"^llMi., -Charles  Murphy  of  Ga., 
B.i  and  Gilbert  Dean  of  N.  Y. 
.  ^^^^  Jifie  ExpeiuKtwres. — ^Messrs.  An- 
v«v  Mmm  of  Tenn.,  Charles  Sweetser  of 
<^  Mbgla  OOiu  iwimaker  of  N.  Y.,  Nathan  T. 
***i8*of  lil  J.,  John  Letcher  of  Va.,  Thomas 
M.I|Mr  of  Ften.,  James  T.  Morehead  of  N. 
C^  Imaim  fiabeoek  of  N.  Y.,  and  Thompson 
CaapWaffiJ. 

SK   PHtofe  Land   Claims. -^Mesan. 
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--2  u«..#aiiwa  I .  CoA^er  of  Mich.,  Graham  [ 
'"fiirtrffa.,  JbwpliP.CWdwellof  N.  C.,Ed- II 


ward  C.  Marshall  of  Cal.,  and  Charles  Durkee  of  || 
Wisconsin. 

Commiltee  on  Military  Mairs. — Messrs.  Armis- 
tend  Burt  of  S.  C.^  Willwm  H.  Biasell  of  111., 
Meredith  P.  Gentry  of  Tenn.,  Willis  A.  Gorman 
of  la.,  Alexander  Evans  of  Md.,  Ephraim  K. 
Smart  of  Me.,  Thaddeus  Stevens  of  Penn.,  John 

A.  Wilcox  of  Miss.,  and  Solomon  G.  Haven  of 
N.  Y. 

Conumttee  on  the  Jtfi^ta.— Messrs.  Charles  H. 
Peaslee  of  N.  H.,  John  H.  Savage  of  Tenn., 
George  G.  King  of  R.  I.,  John  G.  Davis  of  la., 
William  F.  Hunter  of  Ohio,  Charles  Andrews  of 
Me.,  William  Hebard of  Vt., Elijah  W.  Chastain 
of  Ga.,  ^nd  William  T.  Ward  of  Ky. 

On  Mival  ^airs. — Messrs.  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton of  Tenn.,  Thomas  S.  Bocock  of  Va.,  Lorenzo 
Burrows  of  N.  Y.,  Sampson  W.  Harris  of  Ala., 

B.  Carrington  Cabell  of  Fla.,  Thon^as  Ross  of 
Penn.,  Ebenezec  J.  Penninoon  of  Mich.,  Isaac 
Wildrick  of  N.  J.,  and  Robert  Goodenow  of 
Me. 

Comiiu/(««  <m  Fore%n  4^ir5.— Messrs.  Thomas 
H.  Bayly  of  Va.,  Joseph  A.  Woodward  of  S.  C, 
Robert  ToohOjs  of  Ga.,  William  H.Polk  of  Tenn., 
John  L.  Taylor  of  Ohio,  John  Ap'pleton  of  Me., 
Colin  M.  Ii%ersoll  of  Conn.,  Joseph  R.  Chandler 
of  Penn.,  and  John  ,C.  Breckeji ridge  of  Ky. 

Commitke  on  the  TVrrttoriei.— Messrs.  William 
A.  Richardson  of  111.,  Alexander  R.  HoUaday  of 
Va.,  Thomas  L.  Clinician  of  N.  C,  James  W. 
Stone  of  Ky.,  Joshim  R.  Gtddings  of  Ohio,  David 
J.  Bailey  of  Gtf.,  Zeno  Scudder  of  Mass.,  Charles 
E.  Stuart  of  Mich.,  and  James  Loekhart  of  la,. 

ComtnitUe  on  RtvoluHonary  Pensions. ^Meaan. 
John  S.  MiUson  of  Va.,  Joseph  Russell  of  N.  Y., 
Amos  Tuck  of  It.  H.,  Norton  S.  Townshend  of 
Ohio,  George  H.  Brown  of  N.  J.,  William  M. 
Churchwell  of  Tenn.,  Joseph  S.  Cottman  of  Md., 
John  Z.  Goodrich  of  Mass.,  and  Willis  Allen  of 

CommitUeon  Invalid  Pensions. --lahamG.  Harris 
of  Tenn.,  Rodman  M.  Price  of  N.  J.,  Frederick. 
S.  Martin  of  N.  Y.,  Richard  S.  Molony  of  111., 
Ben  C.  Eastman  of  Wis.,  John  Johnson  of  Ohio, 
Joseph  H.  Kuhns  of  Penn.,  Daniel  J.  Jones  of 
N.  Y.,  and  Charles  Chapman  of  Conn. 

Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaU.Sobn  L.  Rob- 
inson of  Ind.,  William  F.  Colcock  of  S.  C,  John 
W.  Howe  of  Penn.,  John  C.  Mason  of  Ky., 
Benjamin  Stanton  of  Ohio,  Emanuel  B.  Hart  of 
N.  Y.,  Charles  J.  Faulkner  of  Va.,  Josiah  Suth- 
erland, jr.,  of  N.  Y.,  and  James  Johnson  of  Ga. 

Commiltee  on  Patents. -^D&rid  K.  Cartter  of  O., 
Milo  M.  Dimmick  of  Penn.,  William  T.  Ward  of 
Ky.,  Benjamin  B.  Thurston  of  R.  I.,  and  Alex. 
White  of  Aki. 

Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and^Gfounds. 

Richard  H.  Stanton  of  Ky.,  Henry  A.  Edmund- 
son  of  Va.,  Richard  I.  Bowie  of  Md.,  James 
Duane  Doty  of  Wis.,  and  John  H.  Boyd  of  N. 
Yofk. 

CommitUe  o»  Revisal  and  Unfinishnl  Business.—  \\ 
W.  R.  W.  Cobb  of  Ala.,  Thomas  Y-  How,  jr.,  ' 
of  N.  Y.,  Thomas  M.  Bibighaus  of  Penn.,  Geo. 
H.  Busby  of  Ohio,  and  Israel  Washburn,  jr.  of 
Maine. 

CommitUe  on  Jecounts.'^ohn  C.  Mason  of  Ky ., 
John  A.  Morrison  of  Penn.,  John  Welch  of  6., 
Reuben  Robieof  N.  Y.,  and  James  H.  Duncan  of 
Mass. 

Comtmitee  on  Mileage.— Thomaa  A.  Hejid ricks 
of  Ind.,  John  D.  Freeman  of  Miss.,  J.  H.  Hobart 
Haws  of  N.  Y.,  John  Letcher  of  Va.,  and  John 
Allison  of  Penn. 

Committee  on  JEngrariti^.— -Edward  Hammond 
of  Md.,  Geore;e  Reed  Riddle  of  Del.,  and  Ahimou 
L.  Miner  of  Vt. 

Joint   Committee  on  tlu  Library  qf  Congress. 

Messrs.  Joseph  R.  Chandler  of  Pa.,  Joseph  A. 
Woodward  of  S.  C,  and  Horace  Mann  of  Mass^ 
On  Enrolled  Bills.— Messrs.  Isaac  Wildrick  of 
N.  J.,  and  Nelson  Barrere  of  Ohio. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  State  Dmartment.— 
Messrs.  Charles  E.  St^wkrt  of  Mich.,  Willinm  S. 
Ashe  of  N.  C,  John  WeHsof  N.  Y.,  Thompson 
Campbell  of  111.,  and  Alexander  Harper  of  OWa. 

'  On  Expenses  in  the  TVeaswry  Denarimet^.^ 
Messrs.  Benjamin  B.  Thurston  of  R.  I.,  Thomas 
A.  Hendricks  of  Ind.,  Henry  S.  Walbridge  of 
N.  Y.,  Galusha  A.  Grow  of  Pa.,  and  John  Allison 
of  Pa. 

Committee  on  Expenditures  m  tite  War  Depart- 
mmf .— Mesanr.  Milo  M.  Dimmick  of  Pa. ,  Wfllard 


Ives  of  N.  Y.,  Obadiah  Bowne  of  1^1.  Y.,  Andrew 
Parker  of  Pa.,  and  Elijah  W.  Chastain  of  Ga. 

Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Mwy  Depart- 
ment.—Messrs.  Payette  McMallin  of  Va.,  Samp- 
son  W.  Harris  of  Ala.,  Jedediah  Horsford  of  N. 
JCm  Thomas  B.  Florence  of  Pa.,  E.  Carrington 

Committee  on  Expenditwres  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partmeiU. —Messrs.  Alexander  G.  Penn  of  La., 
WDliam  H.  Kurtz  of  Pa.,  Geoi^e  T.  Davis  of 
Mass.,  Augustus  P.  Hascall  of  N.  Y.,  and  John 
H.  Savage  of  Tenn. 

ComnuUee  on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Btiild- 
*n^.— Messrs.  Thomas  Bartlett,  jr.  of  Va.,  J.  H. 
Hobart  Haws  of  N.  Y.,  David  Outlaw  of  N.  C, 
William  M.  Churchwell  of  Tenn.,  and  John  L. 
Taylor  of  Ohio. 

CHAPLAINS. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  that  body  had  parsed  a 
resolution  to  authorize  the  election  of  Chaplains, 
that  It  had  appointed  a  Committes  onPrmtine.  and 
on  Engrossed  Bills,  &c.]  ^ 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Chaplains. 

There  bein^  no  objection, 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  was  then  read,  as 
follows: 

Re»6lved^  That  two  Chnplaim  be  af>poJnted  dnrlitf  thn 
present  seadon.  one  by  each  Houae,  who  shaU  interchange 

Mr.  JONES  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  intend  to  * 
detain  the  House  by  a  speech  upon  this  resolutions 
but  being  opposed  to  its  adoption,  and  to  the  election 
of  the  officers  it  proposes — ^first,  upon  the  ground 
that  we  have  no  authority  to  do  so;  and  secondly, 
that  it  is  a  burlesque  upon  the  Christian  rehgion,  I 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Upon  that  motion  I  ask  for 
the  yeas  and  na3rs. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  providing nhat  the  Chaplains  shall 
receive  no  compensation  out  of  the  pubUc  Treasury. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  amendment  can  now  be 
offered. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  give  notice  of  the  amendment 
I  wish  to  ofEer,  and  ask  leave  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  object  to  Uie  reading. 

The  CHAIR.  (Ejection  is  mode,  and  the 
amendment  cannot  be  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Jones's 
motion,  and  there  were— yeas  29,  nays  169;  as 
foUows: 

YEAS— MessTB.  Abererombie,  W.  Allen.  Beale,  Bramr. 
JoiiephCBble,  Chwtain,  Cobb,  Edoerton,  Ficlslln,  Gaylord, 
Grow,  Jsliam  G.  Harris,  Henn,  Hihbard,  Jainca  Johnson! 
George  W.  Joness,  IVtcCorkle,  WcMulIin,  Phclp»,  Robinson! 
Sniitli,  and  Toombs— 98.  * 

NATS—Messre,  Aiken,  Chnrlea  Allen,  A«iaon,Andrew», 
John  Appleton,  WilUain  Appleton,  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Bar- 
rere, David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bell,  Bennett, 
Bibjffbaitt,  Bissell,  Bocock,  Bowni>,  John  H.  Boyd.  Brcck- 
enridge>  Brentoo,  Brim,  Brookii,  George  H.  Bmwii,  Buell, 
Burrowii,  Busby.  E,  Carrington  Cabell,  CaldweH,  Thomp- 
son Campbell,  Vartter,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Cburehwell , 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Clin'gtnan,  Conger,  George  T.  Davis! 
Dawson,  Bimnrick,  Disney .Doekcry.  Doty,  Dunham;  East- 
man, Edmundwrn,  Evans,  Ewcingt  Faulkner,  Fitch,  Flor— 
cn^e,  Floyd.  Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Puller,  TUomatfJ. 
D.  Fuller,  Gamble.  Gentrv,  Giddings,  Goodenow,  Gorman, 
Grey,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harper,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  UarL  Haw^,  Hascall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hendricks. 
Hillyer.  HoUadny,  Horsford,  Houston.  Howard,  Jnlm-W. 
Howe,  riiomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Hunter,  In- 
gersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  John 


in»<.c.  jiuui|iuirjr  i^iurvunii,  niBrun,  Aicuonnid,  AlcLiana* 
han,  McNair,  McCluecn,  Meaeham,  Miller,  Mlllwin,  Mim-r, 
Molony,  Henrj'  D.  Moore,  John  M«>ore,  Morehead,  Morri- 
son. Murpby,  Murray.  Nabers.  Newton,  Olds.  Andrew 
Parker,  Samud  W.  Parker,  Pnnslee.  Penn,  Penuiniau, 
Perkins,  Polk,  Rantoul,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Ro- 
bic,  Ross,  Russell, S&ckett,8amge,  Schermerhorn,  School- 
craft, Scudder,  Scurrj',  David  L.  Seymour.  Origen  S.  Sey. 
mour,  Skclton,  Smart,  Snow,  Benjamfn  Stanton,  Fj-ederick 
P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stsnlkens 


fl 


«"r^'i_.^"Ji"*'.^^  ^^''^'''^^''''^  Addison  Vthite,  iviicox, 
WUdrick,  Woodward,  and  Yates--169.  ' 


So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  H  ENN.    I  now  offer  the  folk) wing  ameml> 
ment  to  the  resolution; 

*^  Provided.  That  said  (5inplaio  shall  receive  no  compen- 
sation out  of. the  Treasury  or  the  Uuitad  States. '> 

Mr.  EVANS  demanded  the  prerious  question » 
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which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered. 

Tlie  question  heinE  first  on  the  amendment — 

Mr.  HENN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  not  a^eed  to.  •       •      u 

The  question  now  being  on  concurring  m  the 
Senate's  resolution — 

Mr.  HENN  asked  leare  to  be  excused  from 

TOting. 
There  being  no  objection,  he  was  accordirigly 

dr4*ussd 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  aJ9irmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

THE   ELECTION  OP  CHAPLAIN. 
Mr.  FOWLER.    I  move  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed forthwith  W  the  execution  of  the  order  just 

made.  ,  ,  ,    ,  .• 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  moUon 

was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  NommaUona  are  now  in 
order  for  the  office  oC  Chaplain.  Whereupon  the 
following  nominations  were  made,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania— Rev.  R.  W. 
Cushman,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Brioos— Rev.  R.  R.  Guriey,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Walbridgb*— Rev.  Dr.  Wisner,  of 

New  York.  _    „,     ,       , 

By  Mr.  Price— Rev.  C.  D.  Westbrook,  of 

New  York.  „      ..  , 

*By  Mr.  JoHJfsoii,of  Tennessee— Rev.  Littleton 
F.  Morgan,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  Born,  of  New  York— Rev.  S.  S.  Bee- 
roan,  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  Gorman- Rev.  Mr.  Daily ,  of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  Olds— Rev.  W.  A.  G.  Emerson,  of 

Ohio. 

By  Mr.  YATEi— Rev.  James  Qalla^er,  of  Mis- 
souri. 

By  Mr.  McLakahan— Rev.  David  X.  Junkin, 

of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  TowKiHENi>— Rev.  Charles  G.  Finney, 

of  Ohio.  ,  ^ 

By  Mr.  Tbompson,  of  Massachusetts— Rev. 
Dr.  Dewey,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  the  following  gentle- 
men to  act  as  tellers*  viz:  Mr.  Fowlkr,  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Oldi,  and  Mr.  Gor- 

MAN 

The  roll  having  been  called,  the  tellers  reported 
that  192  votes  had  been  cast;  necessary  to  a  choice 
97;  of  which — 

Rev.  Mr.  Guriey  received 70 

Rev.  Mr.  Morgan .30 

Rev.  Mr.  Cushman 29 

Rev.  Mr.  Gallagher 13 

Rev.  Mr.  Daily 12 

Rev.  Mr.  Junkin 12 

Rev.  Mr.  Finney 6 

Rev.  Dr.  Dewev ,. 6 

Rev.  Mr.  Westbrook 5 

Rev.  Mr.  Beeman 4 

Rev.  Dr.  Wisner 3 

Rev.  Mr.  Emerson 2  . 

192 
The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail,  viz: 

Far  Rev.  Mr.  GurUy—Meamn.  Atiererombie,  Willi*  Al- 
len, Andrews,  John  Appleton,  William  Apu|0toa,  Thoniai 
H.  Bayly.  Biraell,  Bownc,  Briffts,  Brooks,  Bosby,  E.  Car- 
rington  CabeU.  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cbapman, 
Chastaln,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clinpnan,  Conger.  Dimmick, 
Dockery,  £dmundiK>n,  Ewins,  Faulkner.  Ficklin,  Powler, 
T.  J.  D.  Puller,  Gentry,  Hamilton,  Hammood.  Harper, 
Haven,  Hebard,  Hillyer,  Howard,  Thomas  M.  Howe, 
Ingersoll,  James  Johnson.  John  Johnson,  Oeorie  G.  King, 
Letcher,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  McDonald,  McNair, 
Mcacham,  Henry  D.  Moore.  Morehead,  Murray,  Nabers, 
Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Perni,  Polk,  Bichardson,  Robie,  Ros«, 
Schermerhorn,  Scurry,  Otigen  S.  Seymour,  Smart,  Fred- 
erick P.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Straliens,  Strother,  Sweet- 
•er,  Taylor,  Toombs,  Walsh,  and  Watkins. 

F&r  Rev  Mr.  Cuthman — Menrs  Aiken,  Averett,  Bab- 
cock,  David  J.  Bailey,  Bibigbaus,  Bocock,  Burrows, 
Chandler,  Cobb,  Doty^astman,  Grey,  Sampson  W.  Har- 
ris, Jackson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Mc- 
Mullin,  McQueen,  Millson,  Molony.  John  Moore,  Rantoul. 
Stratton,  Stuart,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Venable,  Wallace,  and 
Woodward. 

fbr  Rev.  Mr.  Margun—Memrn.  Allison,  Barrere,  Beale, 
Bell,  Linn  Boyd,  Joseph  Cable,  Cburehwell.  Dawson,  Dis- 
ney, Gdgerton,  Florence,  Floyd,  Gaylord,  Isnam  6.  Harris, 
Haws,  liolladay,  Houston,  Hunt^  Ives,  Andrew  John- 
Non,  Daniel  S.  Jones,  Mason,  Orr,  Perkins,  Bobbins,  Sav- 
age, Smith,  Stone,  George  W.  Thompson,  and  George  W. 
Jones. 


I  For  Rev.  Mr.  OaUagher—MeBan.  Bartlett,  Brccken- 
ridge,  George  H.  Brown,  Goodenow,  Hall,  Horsfbrd, 
Miller,  Pennunan,  Phelps,  Porter,  Ward,  Addison  White, 

and  Yates.  ,  ^     r,    »v     • 

/br  Rev.  Mr.  Z>a»/y— Messrs.  Brenton,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dunham,  Fitch,  Gorman,  Hendricks,  Lockhart,  M«u:c. 
Samuel   W.  Parker,  Robinson,  Benjamin   Stanton,  and 

Welch. 

Fin-  Rev.  Mr.  JunHn^-^easn,  BraM,  Buell,  Thompwrn 
Campbell,  Curtis,  Gamble,  Kuhus,  Kurtx.  McLanahan, 
Mornson,  Andrew  Parker,  Riddle,  and  Wildrick. 

fbr  Rev.  Mr.  Dewey— Meaan.  George  T.  Davis,  Evans. 
Hibbard,  Riehard  H.  Stanton,  Benjamin  Thompson,  and 
Washburn. 

Jbr  Rev.  Mr.  Finney— Measrs.  Charles  Allen,  Giddings, 
John  W.  Howe,  Newton,  Scudder,  and  Townshend. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Beeman— Mengn.  John  H.  Boyd,  Miner, 
David  L.  Seirmour,  and  Sutherland. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Wettbrooh-Memn.  Bennett,  Price,  Sack- 
ett,  Schoolcraft,  and  Schoonmaker.  ♦ 

For  Rev.  Mr.  WUner—Meaan.  Haseall,  Walbndge,  and 
Wells. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Emtreon—Memn.  Cartter  and  Olds. 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

Mr.  OLDS  withdrew  the  name  of  Rev.  Mr. 

Emerson.  .... 

Mr.  BRIGK3S  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  election  be  by- 
resolution? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent.  ...       , 

Mr.  BRIGKJS  then  moved  a  resolutiRn  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Guriey  be  elected  Chaplain. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
admitted. 

The  roll  was  again  called,  and  the  tellers  (the 
same  as  above)  reported  that  182  votes  had  been 
cast}  necessary  to  a  choice  92;  of  which — 

Rev.  Mr.  Guriey  received ^ 

Rev.  Mr.  Morgan 40 

Rev.  Mr.  Cushman y 30 

Rev.  Mr.  Gallagher 13 

Rev.  Mr.  Djuly 3 

Rev.  Mr.  Junkin 4 

Rev.  Mr.  Weslbrook 3 

Rev.  Mr.  Finney 2 

182 
The  following  is  the  TOte  in  detail,  viz: 
JW  Rev.  Mr.  Gurtef— Measrt.  Abercrombie.  Willis  Al- 
len, Andrews,  John  Xppleton,  WiUiam  Appleton,  Bar- 
rere, Bell,  Bennett,  Bissell,  Briggs,  Brooks.  Busby.  E. 
Carrington  Cabell,  CaldwelVLewls  D.  Campbell,  Cartter, 
Chapman,  Chastam,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Con- 
ger, DawBon,  Dimmiek,  Dockery,  Edmundson,  Evans, 
Ewing,  Faulkner,  Powler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble, 
Gentry,  Hamilton,  Harper.  Haws,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hibbard, 
Hillyer,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  In- 
gersoU,  John  Johnson,  J.  Glancy  Jones.  George  6., Kina, 
Kurtz,  Letcher,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  McDonald, 
McNair,  Meacfaam,  Miner,  Jonh  Moore,  Morehead,  Mur- 
ray, Nabtti,  Outlaw,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn, 
Polk,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Bobbins,  RoWe,  Ross.  Scher- 
merhorn, Scurry,  Oiigen  8.  Seymour,  Smart,  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
8tix>tber,  Stuart.  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson, 
George  W.  Tbomp^m,  Toombs,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Welch,  and  Wells.  ....  ,v- 

Fbr  Rev.  Mr.  CiuAinan— Messrs.  Aiken,  Averett,  Da- 
vid J.  BaUey,  Bocock,  Burrows,  Chandler,  John  G.  Da- 
vis, Doty,  Eastman,  Heniv  M.  Fuller,  Grey,  SamMon  W. 
Hwris,  Hendricks,  Holladay,  Jackson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, McMullin,  MiUson,  Hlolony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Pen- 
ntman,  Rantoul.  RoUnson,  Stratton,  Thunton,  Venable, 
Wallace,  and  Woodward. 
F&r  Rev.  Mr.  Morgai^—Mfmn.  Allison,  John  H.  Boyd, 


Floyd,  Gaylord,  uorroan,  isnam  \*.  nwiu,  nuiw*"u,  nuw 
ter,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
George  W.  Jonea,  Mace,  Mason,  Mcaueeh,  Mutphy,  New- 
ton, Olds,  Orr,  Perkins,  Price,  Savase,  Scudder,  Smith, 
Stone,  Sweetser,  Washburn,  and  Watkins. 

J^r  ilev.  Mr.  OaUagker—Menn.  Bartlett,  Goodenow, 
Hall,  Haseall,  Horsford,  Kuhns,  MUler,  Porter,  Tack, 
Ward,  Addison  White,  Yates,  and  Phelps. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  JanAfn— Messrs.  Thompson  Campbell, 
McLanahan,  Andrew  Parker,  and  Wildrick.    ^^    ,      ^ 

For  Rev.  Mr.  JFFesttroo*— Mesart.  Sackett,  Schoderan, 
and  Schoonmaker.  .  ,     .^^ 

Fbr  Rev.  Mr.  Daily— Mea&n.  Fitch  and  Lockhart. 

J^or  Rev.  Mr.  Finney— MeMan.  C.  Allen  and  Townshend. 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  roll  was  called  for  the  third  time,  and  the 
telfers  reported  that  173  votes  had  been  cast;  -ne- 
cessary to  a  choice  87;  of  which — 

Rev.  Mr.  Guriey  received 84 

Rev.  Mr.  Morgan \ 83 

Rev.  Mr.  Cushman 5 

Rev.  Mr.  Junkin 1 

Rev.  Mr.  Finney *  •  1 
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The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail,  viz: 
J!W  Rev.  Mr.  Qwley—Mesara.  Abercrombie,  John  Ap- 
pleton, William  Appleton,  Bell,  J.  H,  Boyd,  Bowne,  Briggs, 
Brooks,  Burrows,  Busby,  B.  C.  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Lewis 


D.  Campbell,  Cartter,  Chandler,  Chapman^  Chasfikin, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Dimmick,  Dockery,  Bwing,  Fanlk- 
ner.  Fitch,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Uauiil- 
ton,  Hai%«r,  Haws,  Haseall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hibhard, 
Horsfordf'Howard,  John  W.  Howe,  ingcrsolt,  John  John- 
son, J.  6.  Jones. Georae  G.  King,  Kurtx,  Landry,  Letcher, 
Hum^rey  Marshall,  Martin,  McCorkle,  McDonald.  Mc- 
Lanainan,  McNair,  Meacham,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  < 
John  Moore,  Morehead.  Murray,  Nabers,  Samuel  W.  Par- 
ker, Peaslee,  Penn,  Polk,  Richardson,  Robie.  Rosa,  Sack- 
ett,  Schermerhorn,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Scurry, 
Origen  S.  Seymour,  Smart,  Frederick  P.  Stanton.  Alexan>  . 
der  H.  Stephens,  St.  Martin,  Strother,  Sntheriaml,  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Thompson,  Toombs,  Venable,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Wells,  and  WUdritsk. 

Pbr  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan — Messrs.  Charies  Allen,  Willis 
Allen.  Allison,  Andrews,  Averett,  Barrere,  Beal«,  Benovo, 
Bissell,  BococK.Linn  Boyd,  Breokenridse,  Breuioii,  Buell, 
Joseph  Cable,  Thompson  Campbell,  Churchwell,  Cobb, 
Conger, George  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawsoo,  Disney, 
Doty,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Edgerttm,  Ficklin,  Floreftee, 
Floyd,  Gaylord,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Hall,  Isham  G.  Har- 
ris, Houston,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Hun- 
ter, Ives,  Jackvon,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King.  Kuhns,  Lockhart, 
Mace,  Mason,  McMullin,  McQueen.  Miller,  Milloon,  Mo- 
lony, Olds,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Porter,  Price, 
Rantoul,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Savage,  Scudder, 
Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stratton,  Stuart, .  Swoetser, 
George  W.  Thompson, Thurston, TucktWard,  Washbam, 
Watkins,  Welch,  Addison  While,  and  Yates. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Ou$hman—Memn.  Aiken,  Bibigfaaua,  Grey, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  and  Wallace. 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Junkin— Mr.  Andrew  Parkerr 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Finney— Mr.  Townshend. 

So  there  was  no  choice. 

The  roll  was  called  for  the  fourth  time,  nnd  tel- 
lers reported  that  187  votes  had  been  cast;  neces- 
sary to  a  choice  94;  of  which 

Rev.  Mr  Morgan  received 103 

Rev.  Mr,  Guriey. 83 

Rev.  Mr.  Finney 1 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail,  viz: 

For  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan— Memn,  Cbariea  Allen,  Willia 
Allen,  Allison,  Andrews,  Averett,  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Bar- 
rere, Beale,  Bell,  Bibighaus,  Bocock,  Linn  Boyd,  Brerk- 
enridge,  B(«nton,  G^eorge  H.  Brown,  RneU,  Joseph  CaUe, 
Thompson  Campbell,  Churchwell,  Cobb,  Conger.  Geoi^e 
T.  Davis,  John  6.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney.  Doty,  Duabao, 
Eastman,  Edgerton,   Ewing,  Ficklin,   Florence,   Ftoyd, 
Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gaylord^  Giddings,  Goodonow, 
Gorman,  Grey,  Hall^sham  G.  Hams,  Sampson  W.  Harris,      i 
Hibbaid,  Holladav,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  TiMSBis  M. 
Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Hunter,  Ives,  Jackson,  Icnkia*, 
Andrew  Johnson ,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnaon  ,D«d- 
iel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King.  Kubai, 
Kurtz,   Lockhart,  Mace,  Mason,  McCorkle,  McMulUn, 
McQueen,  Miller,  Millson, Miner,  Molony,  Mofrrison,  OMs, 
Orr,  Andrew  Parker.  Penn,  Penniman.  Perkins,  Flidps, 
Price,  Rantoul.  Ripnardson,    Robie,  Robins<m.   SavaM, 
Scndder,  Smitn,  Snow,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Riciiard  H. 
Stanton,  Stratton,  Stuart.  Sweetser,  George  W.  Thompson. 
Thurston,  Tuck,  Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  and 
Addison  White. 

Fbr  Rev.  Mr.  Guriey— Meun.  Abercrombie,  John  Ap- 

geton,  William  Appleton,  Bennett,  Bissell,  Bowne.  Jcrin 
.  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Borrows.  Busby,  E.  Camnclon 
Cabell,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cartter,  Chandler, 
Chapman,  Chastain,  Clark,  Cleveland.  Clinnaaa,  Dim- 
mick. Dockerv,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Faulkner,  Fitch,  Fow. 
ler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Grow,  Hamil- 
ton, Harper,  Hart,  Haseall,   Haven,   Hmrd,  Horsford, 
Howard,  Ingersoll,  James  Jphnson,  J.  Glancy  Joaec,  Geoige 
G.  King,  Letcher,  Humphrey  Marshall,  MartinJtfeDonaM, 
McLanahan,  McNair,  Meacham,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John 
Moore,  Morehead,  Murray,  Nabers,  Outiaw,  ftlttud.  W. 
Parker,  Peaslee.  Polk,  Porter,  Roas,  Sackett,  Bchermer- 
horn,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Scunv,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Origen  S.  Seymour,  Smart.  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Strother,  Suthertand,  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin Thompson,  Toombs,  VenaUe,  Walbridge,  WaMi, 
Wells,  Alexander  White,  andWUdrick. 
For,Rev,  Mr.  Finney — ^Mr.  Townshend. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Rev.  LitUeton  F. 
Morgan,  having  receive^  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast,  was  electMl. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  desired  the  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  his  motion  that  the  message  from 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  appointnj^t  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  might  be  taken  up  for  ac- 
tion.   He  said  it  would  take  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  for  that  purpose 
withdrew  his  motion. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to  take 
up  the  message  from  the  Senate  upM>n  the  subject 
of  the  joint  Committee  on  Printing*. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  that  it  was  but  a  mere 
notification  that  the  Senate  had  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part. 

Mr.  JONEIS  then  said,  that  the  joint  rule  pro- 
vided that  the  committee  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Senate  and  by  the  Hous»— three  upon  Iho  part 
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flfai^b.  It  did  not  provide  that  the  committee 
^amid  be  appoijited  by  the  Speaker.  He  moved 
list  \bc  Speaker  be  directed  to  appoint  the  com- 

l^e  question  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas, 
tk  House  then  adjourned. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

!ir.  FVICE  tsave  noHce  of  a  motion  <br  leave  to  iatro- 
iw#  Ma  of  tfie  fbllowine  titl^ : 

K  Ml  aoorotfaiory  of  ttie  act  entiUed  *<  An  act  to  provide 
IrbeMw^  tlie  coarts  of  the  Uiiitftd  States  in  case  of  tbe 
•ctuss  Of  other  dbaMlity  of  the  judges  of  the  district 
tevt%,^  approved  Jaly  B9ch,  1B50 ;  and 

A  hfll  MNtoorJzinit  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to  contract 
lamayia^  the  oiailtt  between  JerKy  Ct^,  in  the  State  of 
Sev  Jmey,  the  port  of  New  York,  and  Galway,  or  such 
Mherpnrt  as  may  be  selected  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  WALSH  eave  notice  of  bis  intention  to  offer  a  MU 
tt^arttettic  heirs  of  deceased  nffieera  and  soldiers  who 
m  teff  Ufetiaiie  held  laod  certificates  not  located,  to  locale 
dM  mac  in  their  own  names. 

AJNo,  a  bill  to  make  the  counterfeiting  of  land  warrants 
lerhamal  ofleoee. 

Mr.  DOTY  gave  Dotioe^  his  intention  to  introduce  the 


^  Joint  resolotioo  tendering  a  welcome  to  Louis  Kossuth, 
md  aakjnc  an  appropriation  to  deftay  the  expenses  of  his 
mip«inn  by  the  President. " 

Mr.  HAXBIS,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on 
mmt  famre  d»r,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an 
erteotitffd  "An  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers 
a  Btftrhaat  vessels.  ** 

if  Mr.  PBCLP9 :  A  bill  to  aroeud  an  act  entitled  «  An 
art  IB  provide  <br  the  payoMnt  of  horses  and  otiier  property 
loi  sr  destioyed  in  tbe  military  service  of  the  United 
teta,'' approved  March  3d,  1849. 


TbeMfawinc 


PETTTIONS,  Itc. 
„  petitJona,  memorials,  hc.y  were  presented 
and  refored  to  the  appropriate  committees: 

Bvlfr.PftlCB:  Tke  petition  of  William  A.  Christian, 
wikclv  be  alknred  certain  payments  made  to  officers  oa 
Ml  9m  Cniled  States  steamer  Princeton. 

Ition  of  Dantd  S.  Anderson,  praying  an 
money  dne  his  fkther,  Thomas  O.  An- 
Ibe  eaptoni  of  tbe  frigate  Philadelphia. 
%  ft:  POSTER:  Tbe  petition  and  papers  of  Thomas 
Al^tf^Si.  Lotti*,  Missouri,  a»king  compensation  for 
prii^ine  by  order  of  the  State  Department. 

AlN^tesemrkrial  of  R.  H.  Orifltth,L.  P.  Hallack,  Par- 
ker iafcy,  Ben|amin  Davis,  and  James  F.  Mahan,  the 
tale  and  fscseat  register  and  receiver  at  Palmyra,  Mis- 
a&ari,  «kiog  emBpeasation  for  locating  military  bounty 


r  prize 
of  ibe< 


^9  Ml.  CABILL,  of  Florida:  The  petition  of  John  O. 
dese,  James  A.  D.  Lawrence,  Captain 
nd  ethers;  Captain  William  Black  and 
G.  Wdi,  Alexander  Watson,  Jeremiah 
Slaughter,  heirs  of  Lieutenant 
ir,  Benjamin  Holland,  and  Ma- 
jhPamgv. 
Mr.  jtMCBLUf  sifced  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  iUes 
RtfiR-  to  the  committees,  the  following 
Titmut  nrianteers  in  the  battie  of  Plattsburg, 
d^OBB,  Bebecca  Furman,  Sylvanua  Blodget, 
ribMaa^  Saanel  Page,  and  Emanuel  P.  Stedman. 
^Ife  BG8BT :  Tbe  petition  and  accompanying  papers 
■  ■Maato  the  claim  of  Andrew  11.  PattenMn,  of  Ohio, 
■Aiagp^Kcnt  for  certain  mall  bags  made  for  the  Post  Of- 
itsBonrtmenc. 
9f  Mr.  BOWNB :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Barclay  Liv- 
i.Caited  Slates  Consul  at  Haliflix,  for  increased  com- 


By  Mr.  DOTT :  The  petition  of  General  William  Blake 
fctoback  pensiOB,  and  for  an  increase  of  the  pension  now 
MOBved  by  aim. 

By  Mr.  STUART:  The  petition  of  certain  Hollanders, 
oftceas  of  iht  State  of  Mtrnffran,  askins  an  appropriation 
*r  the  imptovement  of  Black  Lake  Harbor,  on  Lake 
'^  "      .iasaidStaie. 


IN  SENATE. 
WEmrESDAT,  December  10,  1851. 
,  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

A  mesaa^  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Forney,  their  Clerk: 

Mr.  PacsiDEjrr :  The  House  of  Representatives  concur 
Is  tbe  resolotion  of  tbe  Senate  for  the  election  of  two  Chap- 
hoM  to  Coagreas,  one  by  each  House,  and  have  elected 
te  Bev.  LiTTicToa  P.  MoaoAN,  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

Tbe  Boose  of  Representatives  have  appointed,  in  pur- 
^Mec  ot  the  Joiat  rales  of  the  two  Houses,  the  following 
^^■■rilteesoa  their  part: 

On  tte  Idkrary—Mr.  CHASDLBa  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
"•aawARD  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Manx  of  Massa- 


Oa  BmntUi  BSU^—Ur.  Wildrick  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Mr.  Barkbrc,  of  Ohio. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  hold  in  my  hand  the 

petnioii  of  William  L.  Merideth,  who  representt 

4 


himself  to  be  the  son,  and  perhaps  the  only  child 
and  heir,  of  Major  William  Merideth,  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  He 
avails  himself  of  the  example  set  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Miss  Charlotte 
Lynch,  to  present  this  petition  to  Congress.  I 
will  not  read  about  the  sufferings  of  his  father  in 
the  Revolution;  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he  was  a 
soldieT  4rom  its  commencement  to  its  end.  He 
**  states  that  his  father  received  his  commutation 
of  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay 
promised  him  by  his  country  for  life.  That  he 
was  reluctantly  forced  to  this  by  a  law  to  which 
he  was  no  party,  and  by  the  necessity  which 
the  privations  and  losses  of  war  had  entailed 
upon  him.  He  lived  until  the  23d  February, 
1833,  (on  which  day  he  died,)  a  period  so  long 
that  his  half  pay  for  life  would  have  quadrupled 
the  amount  lie  received  for  hjfi  cominutauon. 
Your  petitioner  is  rejoiced  to  see,  that  in  a  recent 
case — the  case  of  Miss  Charlotte  Lynch — your 
honorable  body  has  at  len^h  recognized  the 
n'eat  rule  of  justice,  as  applicable  to  your  revo- 
lutionary ancestors,  that  they  are  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  a  contract  to  which  they 
were  a  party,  and  which  they  sealed  with  their 
blood,  by  the  provisions  of  a  law  to  which  they 
were  no  party  at  all,'*(&c.  He  goes  on  to  say 
that  he  hopes  that  Congress  will  mete  out  to  him 
the  same  justice  which  was  meted  to  Miss  Char- 
lotte Lynch,  and  allow  him  the  difference  between 
the  half  pay  and  commutation  pay,  which  would 
now  amount  in  his  case  to  some  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  I  hope  Congress  will  see  the 
propriety  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all  its  citizens; 
and  that  Mr.  Merideth 's  memorial  may  be  referred , 
without  further  reading,  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  and  that  they  will  take  it  into 
their  special  consideration.  I  will  state  that  I  will 
fumisn  to  the  committee,  from  the  Pension  Office, 
the  evidences  of  Colonel  Merideth 's  qualifications 
as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution. 

The  memorial  was  referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  of  the  late 
and  present  land  officers  at  Dixon,  Illinois, pray- 
ing compensation  for  services  in  entries  or  land 
under  military  bounty  land  warrants;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  Avery 
Downei",  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  revolutionary 
Army,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  rensions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Jos. 
Mitchell,  praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pay 
and  bounty  land  for  services  as  a  soldier  in  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  wew  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  the  petition  of  the  late 
and  present  lana  officers  at  Palmyra,  Missouri, 

E raying  compensation  for  services  in  the  entry  of 
mas  under  bounty  land  warrants;   which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company,  praying  a  grant  of  public  lanas 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  railroad;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial  of  the  assist- 
ant marshal  of  Sullivan  county.  New  York,  pray- 
ing additional  compensation  for  services  in  taking 
the  Seventh  Census;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  submitted  additional 
documents  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Henry  King,  deceased;  which,  with  their  memo- 
rial on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  additional  documents  relating  to  the  claim 
of  John  S.  Devlin,  administrator  of  EUjah  J. 
Weed,  deceased;  which,  with  his  petition  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afihirs. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Catharine  B.  Turner,  widow  and  executrix  of 
Daniel  Turner,  deceased,  late  a  captain  in  the 
Navy,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  expenses 
incurrea  by  her  husband  in  receiving  and  enter- 
taining on  board  the  vessel  under  hts  command 


certain  public  functionariesof  Oie  United  States, 
in  foreign  countries,  while  on  foreign  stations, 
from  1841  to  1844;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  memorial  of  La- 
vinia  Taylor,  widow  of  a  private  in  the  Army  of 
the  Unitwl  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Anna  De  Neufviile  Evans,  heir  and  legal 
representative  of  John  De  Neufviile  &  Son,  pray- 
ing repayment  of  advances  made  by  saia  De 
Neufviile  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  praying  a  grant  of  pubhc  lands  to  the 
Florida,  Atlantic,  and  Gulf  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  railroad; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  John  T.  Sullivan,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comniiuee  on  the  Post 

Olhcc  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLEMENS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Wm.  C.  Boston,  on  the 
files  of  tlio  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afi^irt!. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  H.  Paulding,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs;  and  that  the  petition  of  Homce  Souihwayd  &  Son, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tbe  memorial  of  the  Judges  and  members 
of  the  bar  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  a  memorial  of 
the  New  OrlcaiiH  bar,  on  the  files  of  Ihc  Senate,  in  relation 
to  the  forms  of  practice  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  Louisiana,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  WHITCOMB,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Mary  B.  Renner,  on  tiio 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Wat 

son.  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Y.  P.  Oamett, 

on  die  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  or 

Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  William  A.  Seely,  ontho 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  icferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RHETT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  tiie  heirs  and  executors 

of  Samuel  Priolcau,  on  Ihe  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Salvadora  McLaufhlin, 
widow  of  Lieutenant  John  T.  McLaughlin,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tiie  Comminee  on  Naval  Afifiuni. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tbe  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  the  application  of  Thomas  J.  Godman  for  an 
extension  of  a  patent,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  tile  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  members  of  the  bar 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  documents  on  tbe  files  of  the 
Senate  relating  to  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  United 
States  district  Judge  for  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tiie  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  Uie  files  of  the  Senate,  relative 
to  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  criminal 
court  for  that  District,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  memorial,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  relief  orthe  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  brig  Washington,  lost  inSep- 
tember,  1846,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affnurs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Victor  Morasf, 

on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  wm 
Ordered.  That  the  peCttion  and  pap«n  of  the  bcirt  of 

William  Beattjr,  on  the  fliea  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 

fhe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claimi. 

On  yiotion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Martha  Gray,  widow  ol 
Captain  Kobtrrt  Gray,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Comraitiee  on  Rercrfutionary  Cbdmi. 
On  motibn  by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  J.  Williamson,  on  the  filea 
#>f  the  Senate,  bercfbrred  to  the  Committee  of  Claima. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  wae 
Ordered.  That  the  petition  and  papers  on  the  filee  of  fhe 
Benate,  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Cen- 
tral John  McNiel,  be  referred  to  the  CommiUee  on  Penaions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petitton  of  the  administrator  of  Gerarl 
Wood,  on  the  lilc«  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  ReToluiionary  Claims. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  on  the  filca  of  the  Senate 
felatiuff  to  the  subject  of  amendinc  patent  laws,  be  referred 
10  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 

Ordered,  Ttiat  the  petitions  preaented  at  the  )a«t  seialon 
of  Coni^reea  fVom  aaaistant  marahais,  prayinf  odditional 
eompensation  for  serrices  in  takins  the  veventb  ccnios,  be 
fUforrad  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  MASON  gnve  notice  of  his  intention  to 
a«k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  pensions  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  DOWNS  cave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introouce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Daly. 

Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  revive  a  portion  of 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  deceased 
soldiers. 

Mr.  HALE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  United  States  district  judge  of  the  district  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Richardson  and  others. 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
#f  Wisconsin  the  Military  Reservation  at  Fort 
Winnebago,  in  that  State,  to  aid  in  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  donation  of  public 
lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
the  city  of  Milwaukie  to  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  biU  to  relinquish  to  tlie  State  of  Iowa  the 
lands  reserved  for  salt  springs  therein; 

A  bill  to  establish  adoitional  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Iowa;  and 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  city  of  Burlington,  in 
Iowa,  the  land  heretofore  reserved  between  that 
city  and  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  preemption  claimants  for  the  land  upon  which 
the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in 
Iowa,  are  situated. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  eave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Sally  T.  Floyd, 
widow  of  Lieutenant  George  C.  Floyd,  late  of  the 
United  States  Army; 

A  bill  for  the  rehef  of  Theodore  OfTut;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  unpaid  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Vireinia  State  and 
Continental  line  of  the  Army  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  PEARCE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  addition  to  and 
amendatory  of  ••  An  act  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  public  officers  and  others 
who  may  have  received  moneys  arising  from  mil- 
itary contributions  or  otherwise  in  Mexico,"  ap- 
proved 3d  March,  1849. 

Mr.  BADGER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  M. 
K.  Warrington. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  ^^rant- 
ing  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  donation  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Mobile  and   Girard  Railroad; 


which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  select  the  resi- 
due of  the  lands  to  which  that.  State  is  entitled 
under  the  act  of  August  8«  1846,  to  aid  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers; 
whicli  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  coa- 
sent  and  adopted: 

lUiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Oanalt  bo 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of  easployinf  one 
or  more  competent  ciril  enfineers  to  malie  the  nectwary 
explorations  and  surveys,  and  to  ascertain  the  co«t  of  sup- 
plying the  Ohio  riTer  and  its  narij^ble  tributaries  with 
water,  during  periods  of  drought,  trwa  artificial  resenrotrs, 
according  to  the  plan  submitted  to  Congress  by  Charles 
Eilul,  jr..  civil  engineer,  so  as  to  make  Uie  same  perma- 
nently navigable  lor  vessels  and  boats  drawing  fbur  feet  €tf 
water. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Da VII,  on  the  8th  instant,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration and  adapted: 

Reaolred,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  tfie  Senate  be  inttrocted 
to  complete  the  sets  of  statutes  of  the  United  States  in  use 
in  the  Senate,  its  offices,  and  committee  rooms,  by  adding 
thereto  tho  ninth  volume. 

REPORT  OF  A  STANDING  COMMITTEV. 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint 
resolution  explanatory  of  the  act  approved  Sep- 
tember 28th,  1850,  entitled  "  An  act  granting 
bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,'  reported  back  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RECEPTION  OF  KOSSUTH. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEWAQLD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  his  resolution  of  welcome  to  Kossuth. 

Mr.  SUMNEIR.  Mr.  President,  words  are 
sometimes  things;  and  I  caimotdisguise  from  my- 
self that  the  resolution  in  honor  of  Louis  Kossutn, 
now  pending  before  the  Senate,  when  finally  passed, 
will  oe  an  act  of  no  small  significance  in  the  nistory 
of  our  country.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Berrien]  was  right  when  he  said  that  it  was  no  un- 
meaning compliment.  Beyond  its  immediate  wel- 
come to  an  illustrious  stranger,  it  will  help  to  com- 
bine and  direct  the  sentiments  of  our  own  people 
everywhere;  it  will  inspire  all  in  other  lands  wno 
are  engaged  in  the  contest  for  freedom;  it  will 
challenge  the  disturbed  attention  of  despots;  and 
it  will  become  a  precedent,  whose  importance  will 
grow,  in  the  thick-coming  events  of  tlie  future, 
with  the  growing  might  of  tlie  Republic.  In  this 
view,  it  becomes  us  to  consider  well  what  we  do, 
and  to  understand  the  grounds  of  our  conduct. 

For  myself,  1  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  without 
amendment  or  condition  of  any  kind,  and  on  rea- 
sons which  seem  to  me  at  once  obvious  and  conclu- 
sive. In  /ussigning  these,  I  shall  be  brief;  and,  let 
me  say,  that  novice  as  I  am  in  this  Hall,  and,  in- 
deed, m  all  legislative  halls,  nothing  but  my  strong 
interest  in  the  question,  as  now  presented,  and  a 
hope  to  say  something  directly  upon  it,  could 
prompt  me  thus  early  to  mingle  in  these  debates. 

The  case  seems  to  require  a  statement,  rather 
than  an  argument.  As  I  understand,  the  last  Con- 
gress requested  the  President  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  one  of  our  public  vessels  to  receive 
and  convey  Louis  Kossuth  to  the  United  States. 
This  honorable  service  was  performed,  under  the 
express  direction  of  the  President,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  vote  of  Congress,  by  one  of  the  best- 
appointed  ships  of  our  Navy— -the  steam-frigate 
Mississippi.  ^  Far  away  from  our  country,  in  for- 
eign waters,  in  the  currents  of  the  Bosphorus,  the 
Hungarian  chief,  passing  from  his  Turkish  exile, 
first  pressed  the  deck  of  this  gallant  vessel;  first 
came  under  the  protection  of  our  national  flag,and, 
for  the  first  time  in  hislife,  rested  beneath  the  ensign 
of  an  unquestioned  Republic.  From  that  moment 
he  became  our  guest.  The  Republic,  which  thus  far 
he  had  seen  only  in  delighted  dream  or  vision,  was 
now  his  host.  And  though  this  relation  was  in< 
terrupted  for  a  few  weeks  by  his  wise  and  brilliant 
visit  to  England,  yet  its  duties  and  its  pleasures, 
as  I  confidently  submit,  are  not  yet  ended.  The 
liberated  exile  is  now  at  our  gates.  Sir,  we  can- 
I  not  do  things  by  halves;  and  the  hospitality  thus. 


under  the  auspices  of  Congress, begun,  must,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Congress,  be  continued.  Xhe 
hearts  of  the  people  are  already  open  to  receive 
him;  Congress  caimot  turn  its  back  upon  him. 

But  I  would  join  in  this  welcome,  not  mer^y 
because  it  is  essential  to  complete  and  crown  tha 
work  of  the  lost  Congress;  but  because  our  gxie«c 
deserves  it  at  our  hands.  The  distinction  is  great, 
I  know;  but  it  is  not  so  great  as  his  deserts.  He 
deserves  it  as  the  early,  constant,  and  incorruptible 
champion  of  the  Liberal  Cause  in  Hungary — who, 
while  vet  young,  with  unconscious  power  e:ird«d 
himseli  for  the  contest — and  by  a  series  of  mas- 
terly labors,  with  voice  and  pen,  in  parliamentary 
debates  and  in  the  discussions  of  the  press,  breaihsd 
into  his  country  the  breath  of  life.  He  deserves 
it,  by  the  great  principles  of  true  democracy  whidi 
he  causea  to  be  recognized — representation  of  ths 
people  without  distinction  of  rank  or  birth,  and 
equality  before  the  law.  He  deserves  it,  by  th«^  trials 
he  has  undergone,  in  prison  and  in  exile.  He 
deserves  it,  by  the  precious  truth,  which  he  now  so 
eloquently  proclaims,  of  the  Fraternity  of  Nations. 

As  I  regard  his  course,  I  am  filled  with  reverence 
and  awe.  I  see  in  him,  more  than  in  any  other 
living  man,  the  power  which  may  be  exerted  by 
a  sinjgle,  earnest,  honest  soul,  in  a  noble  cause. 
In  himself  he  is  more  than  a  whole  cabinet,  more 
than  a  whole  army.  I  watch  him  in  Hungary, 
while,  like  Camot  in  France,  he  **  STgantzes  vic- 
tory;" I  follow  him  in  exile  to  otstant  Asi- 
atic Turkey,  and  there  find  him,  with  only  a 
scanty  band  of  attendants,  in  weakness  and  con- 
finement, still  the  dread  of  despots;  I  sympathize 
with  him  in  his  happy  release;  and  now,  as  he 
comes  more  within  tne  sphere  of  our  immediats 
observation,  amazement  fills  us  all  in  the  contem- 
plation of  his  career,  while  he  proceeds  from  land 
to  land,  from  city  to  city,  and  with  words  of 
matchless  eloquence,  seems  at  times  the  fiery 
sword  of  freedom,  and  then  the  tnunpet  of 
rection  to  the  nations — 7%ika  mtrwn  ^parf^ens 

I  know  not  how  others  have  been  impi^—,^, 
but  I  can  call  to  mind  no  incident  in  hiitonr — no 
event  of  peace  or  war— certainly  none  or  war 
— more  strongly  calculated — better  adsipied — to 
touch  and  exalt  the  imagination  and  the  heart  than 
his  recent  visit  to  Enj^and.    He  Itmded  on  the 
southern  coast,  not  far  from  where  William  of 
Normandy,  neariy  eight  centuries  ago,  had  landed; 
not  far  from  where,  nineteen  centuries  ago,  Julius 
Caesar  had  landed  also;  but  William,  on  the  field 
of  Hastings,  and  Caesar,  in  his  adventurous  expe- 
dition, made  no  conquest  comparable  in  grandeur 
to  that  achieved  by  the  unarmed  and  unattmded 
Hungarian .    A  multitudinous  people,  outnumber- 
ing far  the  armies  of  those  earlier  times,  was  sub- 
dued by  his  wisdom  and  eloquence;  and  this  exile, 
proceeaing  from  place  to  place,  traversing  the  ooun-^ 
try,  at  last  in  the  very  heart  of  the  kingdom,  threw 
down  the  gauntlet  of  the  Republic.      Witboat 
equivocation,  amidst  the  supporters  of  monarchy* 
in  the  shadow  of  a  loAy  throne,  he  proclaimed 
himself  a  republican,  and  proclaimed  tne  republic 
as  his  cherished  aspiration  for  Hungary.     And 
yet,  amidst  the  excitement  of  this  unparall^cd 
scene,  with  that  discretion  which    I  pray  may 
ever  attend  him,  as  a  good  an^el — the  ancient  poet 
aptly  tells  us  that  no  Divinity  is  absent  where 
Pruaence  is  present — ^he  forbore  all  sugigestioa 
of  interference  with  the  existing  institutions  of  the 
country  whose ^uest  he  was,  recognizing  that  vital 
principle  of  seu-^vemment,  by  virtue  of  which 
every  State  chooses  for  itself  the  institutions  cmd 
rulers  which  it  prefers. 

Such  a  character,  thus  grandly  historic — a 
living  Wallace — a  living  Tell — I  had  almost  said 
a  living  Washington^-oeserves  our  homage;  nor 
am  I  tempted  to  ask  if  there  be  any  precedent 
for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration. 
There  is  a  time  for  all  things;  and  the  time  has 
come  for  us  to  make  a  precedent  in  harmony 
with  this  unprecedented  career.  The  oocasion 
is  fit;  the  hero  ia  near;  let  us  speak  our  wel- 
come. It  is  true  that,  unlike  Lafavette,  hs  haa 
never  directly  served  our  country;  but  I  cannot 
admit  that,  on  this  account,  he  is  less  worthy. 
Like  Lafayette,  he  periled  lifc  and  all;  like  Lafky* 
ette,  he  has  done  penance  inan  Austrian  dungeon ; 
like  Lafayette,  he  has  served  the  cause  or  frae- 
dom;  and  whosoever  serves  this  cause,  whereao- 
ever  he  may  be,  in  whatever  land,  is  entitJed,  ac- 
cording to  ms  works,  to  the  gratitude  of  sverv  true 
American  bosom,  of  every  true  lover  of  mankind. 
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TIm  retohition  before  us  commtnds  itseU*  by  its  | 
mmpliciiy  aiid  oomnleteQeM.  In  this  respect,  it 
■eoos  to  me  preferftbls  Co  that  of  the  Senator  from 
^BOBs  [Mr.  8bibu>»i]  nor  is  it  obnoxious  to 
Ajectittus  inved  anuost  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Minrissippi;  [hAr,  Footk,]  nor  do  I  see  that  it  can 
^  any  iust  umbrage,  in  our  dipkimatic  relations, 
tres  la  thcsenaitiTe  represtntaUTeof  the  house  of 
Austria.  Thoueh  ve  na^e  the  high  authority  of 
(^  Preaideni  in  nis  roessaee  for  styling  our  guest 
*^Qotrer«or" — a  title  which  seems  to  imply  the  de 
^M^  iadcpendence  of  Hungary  at  the  very  time 
when  our  Government  declined  to  acknowledge 
ii^-ihe  resolution  avoids  this  difficulty,  and  speaks 
^him  vriihout  title  of  any  kind — simply  as  a  pri- 
tHi  eitisen.  As  such,  it  offers  him  a  welcome 
»dK  capital  and  to  the  country. 

IW  oomity  of  nations  I  respect.  To  the  behests 
•f  the  law  of  nations  I  profoundly  bow.  As  in 
«r  doaustie  afiairs,  all  acts  are  brought  to  the 
CoosdtBtion*  as  to  a  touchstone;  so,  in  our 
fcnigB  aflfaiFS,  all  acts  are  brought  to  the  touch- 
stoae  of  ths  law  of  nations-^that  supreme  law — 
ike  world's  collected  will — ^which  orerarohes  tks 
Bssd  Cemmonwealth  of  Christian  States.  What 
UMt  forbids  1  A>rbear  to  do.  But  no  text  of  this 
TsfaiBtmiua  code,  no  commentary*  no  gloss,  can 
be  fooad  wfaicfa  forbids  us  to  welcome  any  exile 
of  freedom. 

Looking  at  tbia  resolution  in  its  various  lights; 
aflseairying  out  of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress; 
••  isstiy  doe  to  tlie  exalted  character  of  our  guest; 
•Bd  as  propertii  form,  and  consistent  with  the  law 
ef  nations*  it  seems  impossible  to  avoid  the  con- 
etsaoB  in  its  &vor.  On  its  merits  it  would  natu- 
ofiv  be  adopted.    And  here  I  mif^ht  stop. 

wtsB  appeal  has  been  made  against  theresolu- 

lioB  00  grsunds  which  seem  to  me  extraneous  and 

OTtleTaot.   It  hae  been  attempted  to  involve  it  with 

ike  critical  question  of  intervention  by  our  country 

is  Enopcaa  affiiirs;  and  recent  speeches  in  Eng- 

laid  and  New  York  have  been  adduced  to  show 

tbit  sack  intervention  is  sought  by  our  guest.    It 

ia  nd&dent  to  say,  in  reply  to  this  suggestion,  in- 

rrrfiffd  by  tbe  Senator  from  Greorgia  [Mr.  Bkr- 

milvith  a  skill  w kick  all  might  envy— and  also 

VrifatSenatorfirom  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller] — 

H  a»  Mck  intervervenHon  ia  promised  or  implied 

^tkmdudem.     It  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of 

i&  naofation;  it  cannot,  in  any  way,  be  inferred 

finnatbe  resolution.     It  can  be  found  only  in  the 

inapBatioB,  in  the  anxieties,  or  in  the  fears  of 

Qoaten.   U  is  a  mere  ghost,  and  not  a  reality. 

k%  vudh  we  nay  dismiss  it.    But  I  feel  strongly 

on  thgs  ptmsi,iBd  desire  to  go  further. 

Wtdetkm  wannly  joining  in  this  tribute,  let  me 

beasdentood  as  in  no  resp^t  encouraging  any  idea 

ef  anncd  mtestoitkm  in  European  affairs.  Such  a 

syiteBi  vwdtf  open  phials  of  perplexities  and  ills, 

,    nick  I  tnst  our  country  will  never  be  called  to 

sfiosC    Id  the  wisdom  of  Washington  we  may 

lad  perpeiBaJ  counsel.      Like  Washington,  in 

fcn  doqoest  words  to  the  Minister  of  the  French 

Direetoiy,  I  would  offer  sympathy  and  Gk>d  speed 

to  at,  IB  every  land,  who  rtru^e  for  Human 

R%lifei;  but,  sternly  as  Washington,  on  another 

oeeasioQ,  against  every  pressure,  against  all  popu- 

kr  n>peala,  against  all  solicitations,  against  all 

UuMbskmenta,  I  would  uphold  with  steady  hand 

tb«peacefol  neitrality  of  the  country.  Coula  I  now 

wrTMidi  our  m%hty  guest,  I  wouldsay  to  him  with 

mt  re^)eetful  frankness  of  a  friend:  ^*  Be  content 

vith  m  outgushing  sympathy  which  you  now  so 

BanreloualT  inspire  everywhere  throughout  this 

wide-spreaa  lana,  and  may  it  strengthen  your  soul ! 

Tnisc  m  Qod,  in  the  inspiration  of  your  cause, 

sod  in  the  Great  Future,  pregnant  with  freedom  [ 

for  aO  mankiRd.    But  respect  our  ideas,  as  we  re- 

ipect  yours.    Do  not  seek  to  reverse  our  tradi- 

tioaal,  estaUiahed  pdicy  of  Peace.   Do  not,  under 

Ar  too  pUw$ihU  wplusm  tf  upholding  non-interven- 

tiia,  pro9oke  JSmenean  intervinHon  on  dtston/  £tcro- 

peslaoif.    Leave  us  to  tread  where  Washington 

praiCathe  way." 

AjnI  yet  with  these  convictions,  Mr.  President, 
^ki^I  DfliwmostsiBeerdy  express,  I  trust  the  Sen- 
fmm  Georria  [Mr.  BBaaixir]  will  pardon  me 
1 1  sav  that  1  cannotjoin  in  his  proposed  amend- 
i  and  for  this  ^peciic  reason.  It  attaches  to 
an  set  of  courtesy  and  welcome  a  condition ,  which , 
kewever  JBStaa  an  independent  proposition,  is  most 
aBnadoaa  in  sock  connectbn.  It  is  out  of  place, 
and  everything  out  ofplaoe  is,  to  a  certain  extent. 
If  adoptsdy  it  would  impair,  if  not  de- 


stroy, the  value  of  oar  act.  A  generous  hospitality 
will  not  make  terms  or  concfitions  with  a  guest; 
and  such  hospitality,  I  trust,  Congress  will  tei^der 
to  Louis  Kossuth. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  surrounded 
by  Senators  of  so  great  ability — so  experienced  by 
many  years  in  council — ^it  is  with  profound  defkr- 
ence  to  their  superior  wisdom,  that  I  mingle  my 
voice  in  this  debate.  I  would  much  prefer  being 
an  auditor,  but  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration,  as  well  as  of  some 
of  the  doctrines  insisted  upon  by  those  who  oppose 
the  resolution,  compel  me,  however  reluctant,  to 
tn»pa|s  for  a  few  moments  on  your  attention. 

What  is  the  subject  of  your  deliberations?  sim- 
ply, whether  or  not  you  shall  carry  out  the  iuitia- 
tive  hospitality  of  a  preceding  Congress.  'The 
adoption  of  the  resolution  <*ha9  this  extent,  no 
more."  It  is  the  natural  sequel  of  the  resolution 
of  the  last  Congress,  inviting  the  Hungarian  exile 
to  these  shores.  It  contemplates  nothmg  further. 
It  involves  no  question  of  foreign  policy — it  looks 
neither  to  intervention  nor  to  non-mterventlon. 

Sir,  I  refi;ard  the  honor  of  Congress  more  than 
I  do  Mr.  Kossuth.  The  truth  is,  sir — and  I  might 
as  well  frankly  avow  it — some  of  the  sentiments 
and  opinions  of  this  distinguished  stranger  and 
illustrious  exile  are  not  ray  sentiments  or  opinions 
in  reeard  to  the  workings  and  the  results  of  the 
British  monarchy.  But  let  that  pass.  I  am  glad 
that  he  has  been  received  with  mo  much  cordiality 
by  the  people  of  New  York,  and  that  the  Tam- 
many Hall  men  and  the  Whigs  have  united  to 
make  his  reception  most  honorable  and  gratifying 
to  him.  I  commend  this  foct  to  the  remembrance 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who,  if  he  had 
known  as  much  of  the  honor  and  virtue  and 
patriotism  of  Old  Tammany  as  he  does  of  those 
old  and  time-konored  principles  of  international  law 
which  would  prevent  an  American  citizen  from 
expressing  the  honest  feelings  of  a  republican  free- 
man without  rebuke,  he  would  have  saved  the 
fling  he  made  at  the  old  Democratic  Wigwam  in 
New  York.  But  let  that  pass  too.  Sir,  in  view 
of  the  peaceful  struggle  now  going  on  in  tiie  worid 
between  the  friends  of  free  government  and  des- 
potisfh,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  proper  and  right  that 
nis  reception  here  should  be  hospitable  and  affec- 
tionate. Congress  have  made  him  the  guest  of  the 
nation — as  such  the  people  in  New  York  have 
received  him.  Europe  will  discern  on  emphulie 
moral  in  the  event.  The  despots  who  drove  him 
forth  from  his  country,  to  seek  an  asylum  here 
amonff  the  sons  of  liberty,  will  see  from  the  greet- 
ing which  we  extend  to  him  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  fear  them  not;  that  on  all  suitable 
occasions  we  will  speak  out  our  abhorrence  of 
their  atrocious  systems  of  government,  and  our 
sympathy  with  those  gallant  men,. whether  suo- 
cessrul  or  unsuccessful,  who  strike  a  blow  in 
defence  of  national  independence  and  firee  gov- 
ernment. By  the  course  proposed,  we  snalj 
testify  our  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, and  show  tnat  our  Kepublic  is  steadfiist  in 
the  foith  of  Washington  and  his  compatriots. 
We  win  teach  the  worid,  that  whatever  of  worth 
or  wisdom,  of  exalted  devotion  te  enlightened  free- 
dom, despotism  in  Europe  may  expel  from  her 
i^ores,  wiU  be  appreciated  here;  tnat  here  our 
arms  will  be  stretcned  forth  and  our  doors  open 
wide  to  welcome  the  exiled  patriot;  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ferocity  of  his  persecution  there, 
will  be  the  cordiality  of  his  reception  iierc.  But, 
sir,  we  are  told  that  we  will  get  entangled  with 
other  nations  if  we  do  this  honor  to  Kossuth,  and 
that  blows  will  probably  follow  words.  Well, 
sir,  I  am  no  prophet:  I  cannot  tell  what  will 
happen.  But  suppose  it  should  produce  such  a 
state  of  things,  wnat  then  ?  Why,  sir,  we  have 
got  a  Secretary  of  State  who,  with  one  oscillation 
of  his  great  miod  would  blow  all  their  finespun 
webs  into  thin  air,  and  we  have  a  ga^nt  Navy 
who  will  teach  them  that  blows  will  be  given  as 
well  as  received.  Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  tliat  no  change  will  ever  be  made  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  national  policy  which  govern  our  foreign 
relations;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel  assured  timt 
the  wonderful  growth  and  development  of  the 
United  States,  far  exceeding  in  amount  and  rapidi- 
ty the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  founders 
of  the  Republic,  will  demand  a  modification  of 
our  national  policy,  in  various  respects  different 
from  that  which  prevailed  in  the  infancy  of  the 
GOURtry.    For  the  sake  merriy  ofiUostw^ting  this  U 


position,  and  in  reference  tp  what  fbU  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  I  will 
hazard  the  assertion ,  that  the  rigid  neutrality  of  th^ 
Washington  administration,  wise  and  just  as  M; 
then  was,  wouUl  not  now  (if  a  similar  lielligereDt 
State  of  the  world  existed)  be  possible.  Then 
our  weakness  admonished  us  not  to  risk  the  (rkd 
of  our  strength ,  or  tempt  the  hazards  of  war-  Wft 
winery  suffered  much,  submitted  to  many  wrongs, 
and  endured  them  as  less  evils  tlian  wv  ytmk 
a  powerful  adversary.  In  truth,  we  consulted  the 
dictates  of  a  masterly  prudence,  in  preference  to 
indulging  the  martial  spirit  of  our  count^ry.  We 
chose  to  nurse  the  infant  Hercules,  until  be  should 
be  able  to  encoimter,  upon  more  eoual  terms,  the 
monsters  he  was  destined  to  overurow.  I  need 
not  pay  how  the  proud  spirit  of  America  chfifed 
and  fretted  under  the  insults  and  aggressions  of 
Great  Britain  and  France.  It  is  recorded  in  his- 
tory that  we  submitted  not  without  munnur«  o| 
dissatisfaction.  But  the  injuries  of  the  boy  shoulj 
not  rankle  in  the  memory  of  the  wise  man.  | 
have  adverted  to  them  only  to  show  the  change 
which  hafs  taken  place* in  these  principles,  whieli 
will  no  doubt  hereoAer  govern  our  roreigp  rela- 
tions. No  American  statesman  can  now  contem*" 
phite  any  condition  of  tlie  world,  or  any  princip4fi 
of  public  policy  which  would  for  a  moment  perm^ 
the  United  States  to  submit  to  any  indignity  fVom 
any  power  on  earth.  We  acknowledge  no  supe* 
riors.  N^y ;  all  Christendom  combin3  would  not 
appal  tlie  stout  heart  of  America.  In  a  good  cause* 
and  with  a  united  people,  we  know  and  feel  that  w«( 
are  invincible. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  become  quite  fashionable 
to  approve  and  applaud  constitutional  monarchies; 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  beeii 
more  than  once  referred  to.  Sir,  I  have  not  found, 
either  in  her  traditions  or  her  histories,  one  forward 
step  in  the  cause  of  free  government  which  she 
has  taken  except  by  compulsion.  Look  fit  her, 
and  you  will  see  a  country  whose  govemmant  it 
monarchical  and  whose  institutions  are  essential* 
ly  aristocraticai»  the  most  prominent  feature  of 
which  is  the  degradation  of^the  masses.  There| 
sir,  the  land •  the  operative  capital,  the  law-makiiJS 
power,  are  in  the  nands  of  comparatively  a  few; 
while  all  the  rest  are  reduced  to  a  state  of  practi- 
cal shivery  of  the  worst  kind — obliged  to  work 
for  masters  who  are  under  no  corresponding  obli- 
gation to  provide  for  their  wants.  Sir,  this  state 
of  things  in  England  is  subversive  of  all  the  endp 
of  Just  government.  Their  work-houses  are  crowd- 
ed to  overflowing;  their  home  prisons  and  their 
convict  receptacles  abroad  are  peopled  with  the 
miserable  rMuIts  of  their  domestic  serfdom.  The 
end  of  all  government  should  be  the  promotion  of 
human  hapfnness,  the  elevation  of  human  nature; 
and  a  republican  government  is  best  calculate  t0 
realize  tnese  results.  The  issue  in  the  coming 
ptruggle,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  is  between  kingp 
and  republicans;  and,  in  my  judgment,  has  C09- 
menceo,  in  the  amicable  struggle  now  going  qd 
for  British  or  American  ascenoencjr  on  the  ocean. 
The  national  Sensibilities  on  both  sides  are  keenly 
awakened  and  excited  with  reference  to  the  con- 
test. For  my  part,  I  desire  the  ascendency  of  re- 
Sublican  principles.  All  kings  are  alike  to  me,  I 
esire  the  ascendency  of  my  country  over  all 
others — I  desire,  from  my  heart,  success  in  this 
gigantic  stru^i^e  for  supremacy  on  the  ocean.  I 
desire  to  see  the  trident  of  the  seas  wrenched 
from  the  tenacious  grasp  of  that  haughty  and 
kingly  empire— not  for  the  purpose  of  ambitious 
extension — not  to  tyrannize  or'aictate,  in  the  spirit 
of  an  intermeddling  propagandism;  but  to  hasten 
the  time  when  the  sword  shall  no  longer  be  the 
arbiter  of  national  disputes.  Peace  is  the  true  policy 
of  this  R^>ublic.  Peace  is  the  animating  genius  of 
our  institutions. 

When  the  United  States  shall  become  the  mo«t 
powerful  of  all  the  nations  ef  the  globe,  then  I  be^ 
Ueve  the  time  will  have  arrived  when  the  prineiplti 
of  right  reason,  of  humanity,  and  of  Ghristianityy 
y^Wl  exert  their  natural  and  superior  power  in  mi- 
king war  no  longer  the  last  resort  for  the  settle- 
ment of  national  quarrels.  If  we  shall  then  pre- 
sume to  dictatei  we  will  dictate  Peace  as  the 
sovereign  law  of  all  nations,  and  ITsr  as  the  vio* 
letion  of  thai  universal  law.  If  ambition  for  the 
ascendency  of  my  country  for  such  a  purpose  be 
censurable,  I  invoke  the  censure  it  merits;  but  be- 
fore the  world  I  declare  this  to  be  the  ppirit  of  mj^ 
ambition. 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  riae  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jeraey  who 
has  just  taken  bis  seat,  that  I  should  have  asked 
the  privilege  of  making  an  explanation  during  the 
progress  of  his  remarks  but  ror  my  reluctance  to 
gay  anything  while  he  was  making  the  speech 
which  ne  has  so  handsomely  delivered.  I  hope 
he  did  not  understand  me  when  I  spoke  the  other 
day  as  castine  any  re6ection  of  an  msulting  char- 
acter upon  Tammany  or  the  Tammany  Society. 
If  he  did  so  understand  me,  he  certainly  misun- 
derstood me,  because  I  had  no  such  intention. 
On  the  contrary,  I  spoke  of  the  movement  there 
as  one  indicatins:  a  disposition  to  change  the  long- 
settled  policy  of  the  country.  I  spoke  of  them  as 
a  body  entitled  to  great  influence,  and  possessing 
great  mfluence,  and  I  deprecated  the  movement  on 
that  account.  I  have  risen  merely  for  thepurpose 
of  putting  myself  right,  I  hope,  in  his  estimation, 
ana  particularly  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentlemen 
who  may  compose  that  society,  with  which  I  ac- 
knowledge I  have  no  great  acnuaintance,  as  the 
gentleman  might  have  Icnown  from  our  relative 
positions  on  the  continent.  I  have  made  this 
statement  to  show  that  I  meant  no  indignity  what- 
ever to  that  Society,  and  I  hope  that  I  snail  not 
be  understood  as  liaving  designed  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  said:  Mr.  President,  I  regret 
very  sincerely  that  this  resolution  was  introduced. 
It  IS  painful' to  do  anything  seemingly  discour- 
teous, and  as  I  must  oppose  the  adoption  of  this 
and  all  similar  resolutions,  I  should  greatly  have 
preferred  that  the  especial  champions  of  Louis 
Kossuth  had  been  content  to  leave  him  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  without  attempting  to  commit 
the  Government  to  any  of  his  schemes  for  revo- 
lutionizing Europe. 

I  have  listened,  Mr.  President,  with  great  at- 
tention to  an  that  has  been  said  in  this  debate, 
and  if  I  have  been  convinced  of  nothing  else,  I  am 
at  least  satisfied  that  the  resolution  on  your  table 
furnishes  a  most  excellent  subject  for  speech- 
making.  It  possesses  the  peculiar  advantage,  that 
^e  less  we  know  about  it,  the  better  we  can  talk 
upon  it.  We  may  then  give  free  rains  to  the 
imagination,  and  fancy  can  supply  all  that  is 
needed  to  give  beauty  to  a  sentence  or  symmetry 
to  the  whole  discourse.  A  great  man  oent,  but 
not  broken  by  misfortune;  an  exile  pleading  the 
cause  of  his  bleeding  country;  a  gallant  people, 
struggling  for  freedom  against  overwhelming 
odds,  overpowered,  crushed  for  a  time,  but  only 
waiting  for  a  ray  of  hope,  a  word  of  sympathy, 
to  rise  again  upon  their  oppressors;  all  these  are 
themes  upon  which  even  a  dull  man  might  grow 
eloquent.  The  misfortune  is,  that  so  much  of  it  is 
/tncy;  so  little  is  fact.  I  understand  the  friends  of 
Kossuth  to  base  his  claims  to  a  public  reception 
by  Congress,  partly  upon  the  assumed  fact  that 
he  is  a  republican  in  principle,  and  has  been  the 
great  disseminator  of  republican  sentiments 
throughout  Europe;  and  I  have  heard,  I  must 
confess  with  some  regret,  that  he  was  expected  to 
liberalize  still  more  the  already  liberal  iaeas  pre- 
vailing upon  this  continent.  In  other  words,  that 
he  is  to  give  lessons  to  the  descendants  of  the  pa- 
triots of  *16f  and  teach  this  benighted  land  the  rudi- 
ments of  civil  liberty.  Sir,  I  think  it  well  enough 
to  inquire,  before  we  enter  his  school,  when  he  be- 
came a  republican  ?  If  I  have  read  the  history  of 
that  struggle  aright,  it  was  not  until  defeat  and 
misfortune  had  overtaken  him.  In  the  zenith 
of  his  power — in  the  pride  of  his  high  place  as 
Dictator  of  Hungary,  ne  saw  no  beauty  in  univer- 
sal equality,  and  knelt  at  no  altar  erected  to  Free- 
dom. The  contest  in  which  he  was  engaged  was 
not  a  contest  between  despotism  and  republi- 
canism. It  was  a  war  of  races.  Kossuth  and 
his  associates  were  the  oppressors,  not  the  op- 
pressed. So  far  from  rebelling  against  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria,  they  petiuoned  him,  in  the 
humblest  terms,  not  for  liberty,  not  for  the  se- 
ourity  of  their  own  rights,  but  for  tdd  to  endbU 
them  to  keep  another  people  m  titbjeetion.  I  have 
that  petition  before  me.  A  short  extract  fVom  it 
will  enable  the  Senate  to  determine  how  far  the 
Magyars  at  that  day  deserved  the  character  of 
republicans: 

JFVt>m  a  Memorial  pretenied  to  the  Jtrdkduke  ftv  Ko9$utk 
and  the  Hungarian  Minufry.  Jaty  4thf  1MB. 

**  If  bis  higlineM  the  Archduke  John  will  bratow  a  care- 
fyil  attention  upon  all  that  we  have  Just  said,  he  cannot  but 
b«eotivin<rd  of  the  true  cbanu^r  of  the  rebellion  of  those 
Statts,  wMeh  Make  grtat  prMMsioMof  fldeUty  !•  Um  Sov- 


ereign, wUlat  violadof  the  royal  authority,  be  cannot  but 
perceive  that  even  thnr  offer  of  Joining  Austria  is  merely  a 
feigned  pretext,  iu  order  to  give  at  the  criKis  of  the  struggle 
such  a  superiority  to  the  Sctavish  element  in  Austria  that, 
after  thus  completely  paralyzing  the  Oerman  element,  and 
undermiQing  the  Aaslnan  throne,  tbe  empire  shaU  be  split 
up  into  independent  Sclavish  kingdoms,  and  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  Austrian  Imperial  House  shall  be  thus  buried. 
**  And  yet  lovalty  and  attachment  to  the  King  it  to  ^eephf 
rooted  in  the  heart  of  the  Hungarian  nation,  that  the  It- 
l^rian  rebelt  are  wfeU  aware,  that  in  Ofonlg  exhihiting  their 
intentiotu,  they  ipUI  not  meet  any  tympaihy.  They  have 
therefore  come  forward  in  the  spirit  of  reaction,  as  the 
psetulo- heroes  of  the  royal  authority,  and  against  the  Hun* 
garian  nation,  who  have  not  attacked  the  royal  power,  fbr 
whom  a  legal  independence  and  a  constitutional  adiuiuia- 
traUon  is  not  a  recent  grant,  but  an  ancient  right,  Kuictioned 
by  innumerable  royal  oaths — against  the  Hungarian- nation, 
which  at  this  present  moment,  when  almost  everv  throne 
in  civilized  Europe  is  tottering,  remaint  not  only  the  firm- 
est, but  the  only  firm  prop  of  the  •Muttrian  throne.  Thi^ 
feeling  ond  this  experience  liave  led  us  to  fo  request  the 
kind  attistance  of  hit  Highnett  the  Jtrehduke  John  with 
respect  to  the  lUyrian  rebellion.^' 

"  The  disloyal  re&eb  actually  boast  of  the  support  of  the 
offended  ruling  House  itself!  And  when  we  requested  his 
Majesty,  in  order  to  enlighten  the  unhappy  and  deceived 
people,  by  his  own  handwriting,  to  let  the  people  know  that 
his  Majesty  disapproves  of  tlie  rebellion ,  and  is  determined 
to  maintain,  in  all  their  hitcgrity.  the  solemnly  affirmed  in- 
aiolabiUty  of  the  Hungarian  Crown  and  the  aoihority  of 
tlie  laws,  the  leaders  oftbe'  rebels  deceived  the  people  by 
declaring  that  tliis  has  not  been  done  voluntarily  on  the  part 
of  bis  Majesty,  but  that  it  w  merely  an  imwilling  expression, 
extorted  by  tlie  Hungarian  Ministry,  throu^i'  moans  of 
compuUion.'* 

The  lUyrien  rebels,  against  whom  Koasuth  so 
humbly  petitioned  the  aid  of  the  King,  had  de- 
manded, and  were  struggling  to  obtain,  some  small 
portion  of  the  natural  rights  of  man,  and  the  war 
which  finally  ended  in  the  subjugation  of  Hungary 
was  begun  by  the  Magyars  to  keep  the  Sclavonian 
race  in  subjection — a  people  every  way  their 
equals,  and  who,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  dif- 
ferent character  of  the  petitions  presented  by  them, 
seem  to  me  to  have  been  far  better  entitled  to  the 
sympathies  of  a  free  people  than  Kossuih  and  his 
associates. 

I  have  read  the  petition  of  the  Magyars;  let  me 
now  call  the  attenuon  of  the  Senate  to  that»of  their 
antagonists: 

**  Emperor,  if  yon  reject  our  prayers,  we  shall  know  how 
to  vindicate  our  liberty  witliout  you  ;  and  we  prefeMo  die 
heroically,  like  a  Sclavonian  people,  rather  than  to  bear  any 
longer  such  a  yoke  as  is  imposed  upon  us  by  an  Asiatic 
horde,  from  whom  we  have  nothing  good  to  receive  or  to 
learn.  Emperor,  know  that  we  preter,  if  we  must  choose 
between  tliem,  the  knout  of  the  Russians  to  the  insolence 
of  the  Magyars.  We  will  not.  on  any  terms,  belong  to  the 
Magyars.  Remember,  that  if  Croatia  forms  but  a  thirty- 
flfth  part  of  vour  empire,  the  Croatiana  constitute  a  third  of 
your  whole  infantry.'' 

Sir,  the  men  who  uttered  such  sentiments  de- 
served to  be  free.  They  are  words  fit  to  be  spoken 
by  freemen,  and  I  must  be  excused  if  I  cannot 
feel  any  extraordinary  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  a 
man  who  sought  to  hold  them  in  bondage.    The 

auestion  with  me  is,  not  whether  he  preaches  free- 
om  and  equality  note,  when  he  is  a  wanderer  and 
an  exile,  but  rather,  what  was  his  practice  when 
power  was  in  his  hands,  and  when  to  have  sur- 
rendered that  power  would  have  been  indeed  amerit 
worthy  of  a  world's  admiration.  The  task  of 
tracing  the  history  of  that  period  afifords  me  no 
pleasure,  but  when  I  am  callcKi  upon,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  State,  to  aid  in  conferring 
on  any  individual  an  extraordinary  honor,  it  is  my 
duty  to  ascertain  how  fox  that  honor  is  desenrea. 
What,  then,  was  his  course  during  the  whole  prog- 
ress of  the  memorable  struggle  m  which  he  was 
eagaged  ?  Did  he  ever  at  any  time  give  utterance 
to  a  republican  sentiment }  On  the  contrary,  was 
not  his  whole  course  that  of  a  determined  and 
haughty  oppressor.^  When  the  demands  of  the 
Sclavonians  were  rejected  by  the  Mouse  of  Austria, 
and  they  proposed  to  join  tneir  forces  to  his,  upon 
the  sole  condition  that  he  should  ^aranty  them 
equal  rights  and  equal  privileges,  his  reply  was  as 
haught3r  and  imperious  as  any  ever  uttered  by  the 
most  absolute  despot  to  the  humblest  slave: 

«  There  are  three  principles  which  must  prove  as  a  baait 
to  any  tondliation,  and  in  regard  to  which  WB  SHALL 
CONCEDE  NOTHING,  ON  ANY  CONDITION  WHAT- 
EVER, for  It  would  amount  to  coDuaitting  suicide  with  our 
own  hands : 

"  1st.  The  unity  of  the  State. 

"  Sd.  The  integrity  of  the  territory  of  the  State  as  it  has 
existed  fbr  centuries. 

"3d.  THE  SUPREMACY  OF  THE  MAGYAR  ELE- 
MENT, acquired  one  thousand  years  ago  by  the  armed 
hand,  tne  fbundation  of  our  autonomy,  and  consecrated  by 
the  use  oftbe  Magyar  as  the  diplomatic  language." 

This  was  on  the  10th  of  June,  1849,  only  two 
months  before  the  armies  of  Hungary  were  anai- 


hilated — Gor^  a  prisoiYer  and  Kossuth  a  fkM^Aive 
in  the  dominions  of  the  Turk.    Even  at  that  late 


moment  the  tupremac^  qf  the  Mmar  eUmemi 
announced  as  an  indispensable  basis  of  any  con- 
ciliation; and  it  thus  becontes  apparent  thait  the 
right  to  enslave  others  rather  than  the  rig^t  u>  be 
free  thenMelves,  constituted  the  main  object  of  the 
war.    The  supremacy  of  the  Magyar  elemeoc  wtus 
the  leading  idea,  and  much  of  the  sympaithy  and 
enthusiasin  which  the  advent  of  Kossuth  mjB  ex* 
dted  in  this  republican  land  might  well  have  been 
reserved  for  worthier  objects.    I  expect  to  be  told  , 
that  whatever  may  have  Been  hisformer  sentiments 
he  is  now  a  republican  in  feeling  and  prineiple* 
Indeed  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  ahnecu]  y 
informed  us  that  he  has  dared  to  utter  such  senu- 
ments  within  the  shadow  of  the  throne  of  England.. 
I  have  not  so  read  his  speeches.    I  hare  read  a 
great  deal  is  praise  of  the  British  constitution — 
nothing  against  the  hereditary  Rif«  and  the  hered- 
itary nobnity  which  diqgrace  it.    British  frecdon* 
is  not  freedom,  as  we  understand  it,  and  praiaea  of 
the  British  constitution  do  not  famish  the  hig-heat 
evidence  of  a  clear  conception  of  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty.    At  all  events,  if  we  concede  all  that 
is  claimed  for  him  now,  we  must  still  bear  in  mind 
that  he  is  only  a  recent  convert.    As  long  aa  there 
was  a  hope  of  his  maintaining  an  iron  rule  over  a 
people  far  more  numerous  than  his  own,  rcpubli- 
eamsm  never  entered  his  thoughts.    There  is  not 
a  solitary  paper  emanathig  from  him  or  hia  aaso- 
ciates  dunng  the  continuance  of  the  war  which 
does  not  establish  clearly  and  condusively  that  no 
one  of  them  ever  dreamed  of  the  formation  of  a 
republic.    The  language  of  Count  Pulzsky  ia  too 
explicit  to  leave  a  doubt  upon  this  point: 

<*  The  most  current  miirepretentation  of  the  Hannriao* 
is,  that  they  are  RepubUeant,  and  that  they  have  prorlajatffd 
the  RepubUc  in  such  of  the  Hungarian  counties  %p  anr  ia 
their  power,  which  now  comprise  almost  all  the  Hangarias 
territory.     This  assertion  is  olten  unwarily  re&choed  bp 
friends  of  die  Hungarians,  who,  considering  tiiat  the  Qnem 
of  England  maintains  amicable  relations  with  the  Repohfre 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  Republic  of  France,  and  lb* 
Republic  of  Switzerland,  are  not  altogether  horrified  at  lit* 
RepuMiesD  appellation.    But  the  reiU  state  of  fte  matter 
is,  that  the  Hungarians  ARE  NOT  RE  PUBLIC  ANt»,  axwt 
that  the  Republic  hat  not  been  proclaimed  anywhere  im 
Hungary." 

There  is  more,  much  more,  to  the  same  effect^ 
but  it  is  not  needful  for  me  to  refer  to  it.     As  an 
individual,  I  am  willing  to  concede  to  Kossuth 
whatever  of  merit  he  can  justly  claim;  but  I  tan, 
not  willing  to  say  by  my,  vote  or  otherwise^  that 
I  regard  him  as  a  purer  patriot  than  Washin^on — 
a  greater  statesman  than  Jefferson,  or  a  more  skill- 
fur  General  than  Jackson.    There  are  living  roen 
now  within  the  limits  of  this  city  whom  1  look 
upon  as  altogether  his  superiors.    I  lun  not  one  of 
those  to  whose  vision  it  is  said  *'  distance  lends 
enchantment."     I  respect  rather  that  greatness 
which  is  near  msi^wbich  I  do  not  have  to  take 
upon  the  uncertain  reports  of  others.    If  the  near- 
ness of  the  object  should  disclose  infirmities — iT 
dark  spots  or  weak  points  should  be  revealed  by 
it,  I  can  still  revere  what  ia-^ood  and  appreciate 
what  is  great,  without  looking  for  a  perfectioa 
which  is  denied  to  num.    I  can  kneel  among  the 
rank  weeds  at  the  base  of  a  lofty  niountain  and 
worship  the  grandeur  of  the  Almighty's  work» 
without  remembering  the  petty  or  we  worthless 
things  around  me. 

One  of  the  most  serious  mistakes  which  has 
crept  into  this  discussion,  is  the  confident  assump- 
tion Uiat  Kossuth  is  '*the  invited  guest  of  the 
Nation.**  I  deny  it,  broadly  and  explicitly.  If 
he  ever  read  the  resolution  imder  which  he  came 
he  could  not  possibly  have  so  understood  it.  Tha* 
resolution  was  carefully  and  deliberately  drawn  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Foots,]  whoae 
knowledge  of  language  is  famiUar  to  us  all,  and 
who  we  all  know  is  not  addicted  to  the  use  of 
words  the  full  import  of  which  he  does  not  under- 
stand.   It  is  in  these  words : 

A  Resolntloo  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Kossuth  and  his  Asso- 
ciates, exiles  from  Hungary. 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  United  States  sincerrly  syn*. 
pathize  with  the  Hungarian  exiles,  Kossuth  and  his  associ- 
ates, and  t^illy  appreciate  the  magnaoiaioas  conduct  of  tbe 
TurUsh  Government  in  reeeiving  and  treating  iheso  noble 
exiles  with  kindness  and  hospitality ;  and,  if  it  be  tiie  wiah 
of  these  exiles  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
will  of  the  Sultan  to  permit  tiiem  to  leave  his  dominiotni : 
Therefore, 

Be  U  retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Repretentativea 
of  the  United  Staiet  of  Jlmerica  in  Congrett  attewMed, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  berelyy 
is  requested  to  authorise  the  employment  of  some  one  oif 
tiM  pubHe  vsaaalfl  wMob  oMy  aow  bs  eraisiBg  in  tke  Me4&- 
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ID  reeeiv«  mmd  eosTey  to  the  United  8uum  Um 
amd  L<Mn*  KosMlb  and  Ida  aAtocUtes  ia  oiptivior. 


I  need  aot  say  in  this  Senate,  that  it  is  impossi- 
bJe  to  construe  the  word  "emigrate"  into  **gue8t." 
AH  that  the  resokitioA  sa^rs,  all  that  it  meant  to 
say,  isy  that  if  he  and  his  associates  chose  to 
coQie  here  m  utUen — if  the^r  chose  to  seek  an 
«ifteHt  here,  we  would  famish  them  with  the 
meoLiis  of  transportation.  1  am  willing  to  admit 
further,  that  by  the  passage  of  that  resolution  we 
tacitly  pledged  ourselTes  to  provide  them  homes 
when  they  did  oome;  but  certainly  no  ingenuity 
can  give  to  it  a  broader  construction  than  that. 
He  was  not  invited  as  a  Kuest.  He  was  not  in> 
TAtd  mx  all;  but  simply  informed  that  if  he  desired 
to  come  amonF  us  st  sn  emugrmU^  the  means  of 
reaching  oar  niores  would  ht  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Did  the  Senator  read  the  whole 
rcKklation? 

Mr.  CLSMENS.  The  preamble  is  the  im- 
portant part,  but  the  Senator  can  have  both.  [Mr. 
C.  then  read  the  resolution,  as  given  above.] 

It  sriU  be  observed,  that  the  resolution  refers  not 
to  Kossuth  alone,  but  **his  associates"  are  con- 
nected with  him  throughout.  If  he  is  our  guest, 
thej  are  equally  so,  and  entitled  to  an  equally 
hooorable  receotion .  Further,  the  resolution  does 
sot  authorize  the  President  to  send  a  national  ves- 
sel specially  for  them,  but  simply  to  direct  their 
reception  ^n  board  of  one  that  might  be  at  the 
time  cruising  in  the  vicinity. 
Mr.  FOOTE.  That  is  all  we  intended. 
Mr.  CLEMENS.  Certainly.  So  I  underatood 
then,  and  understand  now. 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  ex- 
pected in  any  quarler  to  make  political  capital  out 
of  the    movements  which  preceded  and  accom- 
peoied  the  landin^^  of  the  Hungluian  GK>vemor, 
and  certainly  I  attribute  no  such  purpose  to  the 
6eaator  from  MisBissipjM;  but  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  9(  that  **  swelling  tide  of  public  symnitby," 
which  we  are  warned  not  to  disregard.    We  have 
heeitsid  that  the  people  have  received  Kossuth, 
•ad  Congress  dare  not  turn  their  backs  upon  him. 
I  propose  neither  to  turn  my  back  nor  my  face 
^i^  him.     1  propose  to  leave  him  in  the  nands 
«C  the  people.     If  they  choose  to  get  up  pageants 
iikshosor;  if  they  choose  to  carry  hun  in  pro- 
cesHs  from  city  to  city  and  village  to  village,  it 
h  m  csocem  of  mine,  and  I  shall  not  interfere 
vdfc  to  harmless  an  amusement.    But  it  is  a  dtf- 
ftrent  sia&ter  when  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
b  aaked  to  take  part  in  it.    I  have  been  able  to 
4a4  vsdasg  in  tne  history  of  this  man — nothing 
ia  te  ^hMk  career  which  demands  such  an  honor 
atonhsaAa.  If  it  is  a  mere  political  speculation, 
it  is  m  anth  iltt  more  to  be  reprobated.    We  are 
•Oft  ih^eiher  vithout  example  in  our  own  kuid, 
to  wtiekkmtj  be  instructive  to  refer.  Not  many 
yaws  aaee  there  was  a  struggle  for  freedom  on  the 
•"■tfcswtera  border  of  the  Republic — a  struggle 
which  finally  brou^t  an  empire  into  the  Union. 
Whm  the  sucoeratul  heroof  toat  revolution  landed 
^sa  o«r  shores,  not  as  a  fugitive,  but  crowned 
with  the  wreaths  of  victory,  who  ever  dreamed  of 
laritiBg  him  here  to  receive  the  homage  of  Con- 
ptm^   Sir,  he  was  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh 
«f  oar  ieih.     He  had  shed  his  best  blood,  in  his 
Tooth,  in  defence  of  our  land.    In  riper  years,  he 
ud  accomplished  a  successful  revolution ,  redeemed 
a  ptofAt  mm  bondage,  and  brought  an  empire  to 
«f  at  our  feet;  but  for  him  there  was  no  Con- 
CfttsioBal  homase — no  resolution  of  welcome. 
Sir,  I  am  afraid  that  we  are  sometimes  inclined  to 
evttktok  the  merits  of  our  own  kindred,  and  un- 
didy  exalt  thoae  who  have  less  claim  upoa  our 
mipathies.    We  can  intercede  with  Turkey  for 
the  Hungarian — ^with  France  for  the  Arab— with 
Bi^iand  for  the  Irishman ;  but  not  a  word  is  spoken 
here  of  the  fifty  sons  of  America  who  were  mur- 
dered in  Cuba.    We  hear  nothing  of  national  ves- 
seb  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa  to  redeem  from 
bondage  oar  own  citizens,  banished  to  this  inhos- 
pitable shore,  for  no  sin  but  that  of  loving  liberty 
WiO  c&osgh  to  fi^t  for  it  in  another  land  than  our 


Mr.  President,  I  have  yet  another  and  a  gmver 
objeetton  than  any  yet  urged  to  the  passage  of  this 
resoliition.  Shice  the  lamUnc;  of  Kossuth  in  EIng- 
land,  evidenec  has  been  pilea  upon  evidence  that 
he  seeks  this  land  for  political  purposes— that  he 
not  as  an  emigrant,  but  as  an  agitator.  I 
the  ScBslor  mm  Mississippi  has  denied 


that  the  speeches  of  Kossuth  will  bear  this  inter- 
pretation. That  Senator  surely  could  not  have 
reed  those  speeches  with  his  usual  care  and  atten- 
tion.   I  read  irom  Kossuth 's  London  speech : 

<*  When  I  declared,—'  Let  not  remalii  barren  your  ■jrm- 
pslliy ;  hetp  ut  to  carry  that  noUe  cause  to  a  happy  iMue ; 
yna  have  the  power,  jo  help,'— when  I  spoke  that,  I  in- 
tended not  to  ask  England  to  take  up  arms  for  the  restora- 
tion of  Hungary  lu  independence  and  liberty.  No,  gentle- 
raen,  that  is  the  aflUr  of  Hungary  itself;  we  will  provide 
Ibroar  ownfteedom.  (Hear,  bear.)  All  I  wish  is,  that 
the  psbUc  opinion  of  England  may  establish  it  to  be  a 
ruling  principle  of  the  politics  of  Europe  to  acknowledge 
tbe  right  of  every  nation  to  dispose  of  its  own  Internal  con- 
cerns, and  not  to  give  a  charter  to  the  Cr.ar  to  dispose  of  the 
fhte  of  nations— (cheers),  and  so  not  to  aUow  the  interfer- 
ence of  Russia  in  tlie  domestic  concerns  either  of  Hungary, 
or  of  whatever  other  nations  on  the  continent — (hear, 
hear.)  because  the  principles  of  freedom  are  in  harmony, 
and  1  love — I  am  interestod  in — the  freedom  of  all  other 
countries  as  well  as  of  my  own.  (Hear,  baar.)  My  lord 
and  genUemen,  these  are  the  words  which  I  asain  and  again 
will  repeat  here  in  England,  <imil4ere  in  tht  United  Statet, 
fVnai  a  most  honored  member  of  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  hear  principles  which  quite  once  carried  into 
efl^L,  would  and  will  give  liberty  to  the  world.  I  have 
heard  it  proclaimed  from  an  honored  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  tne  honored  object  of  tbe  sympathy  and  confidence 
of  a  great  part  of  bis  countrymen,  even  a  candidate  to  be- 
come the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States — I  have 
heard,  in  answer  to  my  appeal,  declare  that  he  believes  the 
younger  brother  of  the  English  race  very  heartily  will  give 
his  hand  to  England  to  protect  we  oppressed  nations  not 
admitting  intermence  with  their  domestic  aflairs." 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  will  ask  from  what  paper  the 
Senator  is  reading? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.    The  Now  York  Cotimr  and 
Enquirer,    I  shall  read  something  stronger  from 
other  papers  directly.    Now,  sir,  it  was  not  in 
London  only,  but  everywhere  in  England,  and 
since  his  arrival  here,  he  has  proclaimed  himself 
a  political  missionary.    His  avowed  object  is  to 
induce  EInglaud  and  the  United  States  to  combine 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Russian  interference 
with  the  ajfTairs  or  Europe.    That  is,  we  are  to 
prevent  Russia  from  interfering  by  interfering  our- 
selves.   We  are  to  abandon  tne  policy  of  Wash- 
ington and  his  successors — foreet  all  the  lessons 
they  have  transmitted  to  us,  ana  erect  the  United 
States  into  a  kind  of  general  guardian  for  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.    I  know  he  speaks  of  assuming  i 
a  threatening  attitude  merely,  and  predicts  that  will  j 
be  sufficient  to  overawe  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  ' 
But  suppose  he  should  be  mistaken  in  that  predic-  i 
tion:  we  would  then  be  fully  committed  to  war. 
If  he  possesses  one  tithe  of  the  foresight  which 
has  been  ascribed  to  him,  he  must  be  aware  that 
an  interference  begun  by  threats  must  be  ended 
by  cannon  balls  and  bayonets.    It  is  childish  to 
talk  of  trammeling  the  action  of  Russia  by  threats 
uttered  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.    She  would 
laugh  your  threats  to  scorn.    She  would  tell  you 
that  you  have  enough  to  do  to  manage  your  own 
concerns  at  home,  without  traveling  beyond  the 
Atlantic  to  interfere  with  the  concerns  of  other 
nations.    She  would  tell  you  to  be  careful  that  in 
traversing  the  world  to  give  liberty  to  other  na- 
tions, you  did  not  lose  your  own.    She  would 
remind  you  that  but  recently  a  bitter  sectional 
strife  was  raging  in  your  midst,  which  threatened 
at  one  time  to  shatter  your  Confederacy  into 
atoms— that  the  embers  of  that  strife  were  still 
unquenched,  and  that  it  was  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  secure  internal  peace  before  you  engaged  in  ex- 
ternal war;'  that  when  you  had  removed  all  the 
causes  of  bitterness  at  home — when  you  had  fully 
cemented  your  own  empire — it  would,  then  be  time 
enough  to  say  that  the  paw  of  the  Russian  bear 
should  be  planted  on  no  soil  without  your  consent. 
Such,  sir,  would  be  tlie  answer  of  Russia,  and 
such  the  answer  we  should  deserve.    To  indulge 
in  the  use  of  threats  towards  Russia  is  either  to 
cover  ourselves  with  ridicule,  or  involve  the  coun- 
try in  war;  and  that,  indeed,  is  tlie  true  purpose 
of  Kossuth.     Scarcely  veiled  in  England,  it  has 
been  almost  openly  proclaimed  in  America.    Here 
is  his  New  York  speech: 

**  Then  what  is  the  motive  of  my  being  here  at  this  very 
time  f  The  motive,  citizens,  is  that  your  generous  act  of 
my  liberation  has  raised  the  conviction  throughout  the 
world  that  this  generoiu  act  of  yours  is  but  the  manifesta- 
tion of  voor  resolution  to  throw  your  weight  into  tbe  bal- 
ance where  the  fhte  of  the  European  continent  is  to  be 
weighed.  You  have  raised  the  conviction  throughout  tbe 
worid,  tliat  by  my  liberation  yon  were  willing  to  say.  <  Te 
oppressed  nations  of  old  Europe's  continent,  be  of  good 
cheer,  the  young  giant  of  America  stretches  nis  powerfbl 
arm  over  the  waves,  ready  to  give  a  brother's  hand  to  your 
Aiture.'    So  is  your  act  interpreted  throughout  the  world. 

What  ia  the  soaree  of  this  apparition  unparalleled  in  raan- 
kind'B  history?  The  aoorce  of  it  is,  that  your  leoenms  act 


of  ny  liberation  is  taken  by  the  worid  Ibr  the  revelation  of 
the  fact  that  the  United  States  are  resolved  not  to  allow  the 
despots  of  the  world  to  trample  on  oppressed  humanity. 
It  is  heace  that  my  liberation  was  cheered,  from  Sweden 
down  to  Portugal,  as  a  ray  of  hope.  It  is  hence  that  even 
tiiese  nations  which  most  desire  my  presence  in  Europe 
now,  have  unanimously  told  me,  <  Hasten  on,  liasten  on  to 
the  great,  free,  ridi,  and  powerAtl  people  of  the  United 
Stateii,  and  bring  over  its  brotheriy  aid  to  the  cause  of  your 
country,  so  intimately  connected  with  European  liberty  ;> 
and  here  I  stand  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  solidarity  of  h«- 
man  rights  before  the  great  RepuUie  of  the  United  Statea. 
******* 

**  Having  thus  expounded  my  aim,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  I  came  not  to  vour  glorious  shores  to  enjoy  a  happy 
rest — I  came  not  with  the  httention  to  gather  triumphs  of 
personal  distinction,  but  because  an  humble  petitioner,  In 
my  conntrv*s  name,  is  its  freely  chosen  constitutional 
chief,  humbly  to  entreat  your  generous  aid ;  and  then  it  is 
to  this  aim  that  I  will  devote  every  moment  of  my  time  with 
the  more  assiduity,  ttie  more  restlessness,  as  every  moment 
may  bring  a  report  of  events  which  may  call  me  to  hasten 
to  my  place  on  the  batUe  field,  where  the  great,  and  I  hope 
tlie  last,  battle  will  be  fought  between  Litmty  and  Despot- 
ism,— a  moment  marked  by  tbe  finger  of  God  to  be  so  near, 
that  every  hour  of  delay  of  your  generous  aid  may  prove 
fotally  disastrous  to  oppressed  humanity. " 

This  hmguage  leaves  no  room  for  conjecture. 
His  object  is  to  secure  the  armed  assistance  of 
Engtanu  and  the  United  States.  And  now  let  ua 
inquire  for  what  purpose  that  assistance  ia  sought? 
To  establish  liberty  in  Hungary?  No;  but  the 
supremacy  of  the  Magyar  race.  The  exiles  who 
have  come  among  us  hava  probably  imbibed,  and 
have  certainly  proclaimed,  republican  sentiments; 
but  who  believes  that  such  sentimenta  have  found 
a  home  in  the  bosom  of  the  Hungarian  people? 
It  has  been  their  boast  for  ages  that  they  consti- 
tuted the  firmest  prop  of  the  Austrian  throne.  It 
is  a  well-known  historical  fact  that  they  have  dune 
to  their  institutions  with  a  tenacity  even  beyona 
that  with  which  the  Mohammedan  clings  to  the 
Koran.  It  is  those  who  have  remained  at  home, 
constituting  the  vast  majority  of  the  population, 
who  must  give  character  to  tne  institutions  a  suc- 
cessful revolt  may  enable  them  to  establish;  and 
who  doubts  they  will  return  to  that  constitution 
and  form  of  government  for  which  they  have  man- 
ifested so  decided  a  preference?  Our  aid,  then,  if 
given  at  all,  will  not  be  given  to  a  republic  but  to 
a  monarchy. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  tells  us  that  we 
ought  not  to  shrink  with  alarm  at  the  idea  of  a  con- 
troversy with  Russia.  I  have  seen  no  manifostat  ion 
of  any  gv^at  apprehension  on  the  part  of  any  one 
here.  But  it  by  no  means  follows  tnat,  because  we 
do  not  happen  to  feel  any  ^eat  alarm  at  the  idea  of 
a  controversy  with  Russia,  we  should  provoke 
tliat  controversy.  It  by  no  means  follows  that 
because  we  are  not  afraid  of  Russia,  we  should 
go  to  war  with  Russia.  She  has  a  right  to  the 
same  courtesy  at  our  hands  that  other  nations 
-have.  She  baa  a  right  not  to  be  insulted.  Ifthia 
resolution  should  be  adopted,  under  all  the  attend- 
ing circumstances,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has 
the  feelings  of  a  man,  he  must  believe — he  will 
believe — 3iat  we  have  offered  him  an  unnecessary 
and  causeless  insult.  To  demonstrations  on  the 
part  of  the  people  he  haa  no  right  to  object;  but 
acting  in  our  omcial  capacity,  we  ought  to  be  cau- 
tious now  we  do  things  calculated  to  disturb  our 
friendly  relations  with  foreign  Powers;  and,  above 
all,  we  should  refrain  from  giving  our  public  ap- 
probation to  an  individual  wno  haa  told  .us  openly 
oefore  landing  on  our  shores— who  tells  us  now — 
that  his  object  is  to  agitate — ^to  excite  enmity 
against  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  on  terms  of 
amity;  who  tells  us,  further,  that  his  object  will 
not  be  accomplished  unless  he  can  obtain  from  the 
Governmont  of  the  United  States  a  sanction  and 
approval  of  his  mission.  When  the  news  reached 
Gruv.  Kossuth  that  the  resolution  introduced  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  hod  been  withdrawn, 
he  saw  proper  to  become  nighly  offended,  and  as- 
sumed to  deliver  a  lecture  to  a  Philadelphia  com- 
mittee upon  the  conduct  of  Congress.  Listen  ft> 
his  reply  to  that  committee,  and  then  judge  how 
far  we  can  now  be  justified  in  inviting  nim  here: 

**  Kossuth  said  he  was  extremely  rejoiced  at  tliis  demon- 
station  on  the  part  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  he  felt  tbe 
highest  gratification  in  being  thus  honored  by  the-glnrinus 
corporation  of  that  renowned  city.  Before  he  lea  Europe, 
one  of  the  plf>asnres  he  had  proroii^  himself  was  to  nieot 
and  minrie  with  the  citizens  of  that  great  city  whore  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  had  been  proclaimed ;  and  he 
felt  now  particularly  anxious  to  viint  Uie  hallowed  spot  where 
thatimmortalcbarterhad  been  adopted.  But  he  went  on  to 
say,  that  at  tbe  present  moment  it  was  quite  iniponsihle  for 
him  to  declare  at  what  time  he  could  g*  there,  and  ttiat,  in- 
deed ,  it  was  not  certain  that  he  could  go  there  at  all.  His  «%- 
J»ct  in  visiting  this  country  was  not  a  pemonnl  one — h*>  did 
not  cometo  promoia  any  selftrii  purpose,  and  he  could  not, 
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iMtvAm,  do  anvflkiiig  that  wm  calcutaled  merely  to  tntify 
MnMeW.  Ufa  oV[oct  waa  to  promote  the  great  cmne  or 
liberty  throofluMit  the  world,  and  espedally  in  Hungary ; 
ahd  while  be  was  sore  the  people  of  the  United  States  sym- 
palbiaed  in  that  ob}eet,  be  could  not  bat  sav  that  he  was 
deeply  diKtraeeed  at  the  action  which  hod  been  taken  by 
(ose  brencli  of)  Congress.  He  bad  the  lilglicst  re^ieet  and 
Mgaid  Ibr  Congrew  he  recognized  ft  as  the  exponent  or 
llie  natlona!  wtll,  and  In  Yiew  of  what  it  had  done,  his  own 
BM»vements  were  nccesmrily  embarrassed.  Wbether  be 
WooM  be  content  to  go  ^yoiid  New  Y ort  be  could  not  now 
fay ;  but  he  waa  free  to  declare  that  bad  the  procee<ttiigs  in 
Congress,  to  which  he  had  adverted,  reached  him  bPilbre  be 
left  Kurepe,  be  would  have  hesitated  about  coming  to  this 
country  at  all.  .       ^  ,         *  « 

<*  The  reason  why  I  say  this,  in,  that  thoo8|t  I  am  f««y 
•ware  of  the  circumstance  that  in  the  UniHtd  States  it  is 
the  public  opiuiou  qf  the  people  wliich  decides  in  the  last 
instance  on  public  aflhin*,  aiid  though  I  must  confess  that  1 
bave  received  here  in  New  York  such  a  maiiifcdtation  of  ; 
the  qrmpothy  of  the  pcoole  as  gives  mo  hope  and  con^ola- 
tioa,  still  I  regard  myself  invited  to  this  country  bv  an  act 
of  Congress,  initiated  in  tlie  Senate.  Now,  had  I  known 
that  fatbe  same  place  where  I  was  invited,  the  same  body 
would  now  decline  to  bid  me  a  welcome,  I  would  hare 
thought  that  I  waa  not  a  welcome  guest ;  so  much  the  more 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  formally  invited 
the  CongrcM  in  his  message  to  consider  what  steps  are  to 
be  taken  to  recicve  tiie  man  Ibr  whom  he  has  sent  a  fUnte 
to  A.^ia,  complying  witli  the  will  of  the  same  body  in  wmeh 
aow  a  resolution  of  no  Airther  political  tendency— -file 
simple  resolution  to  bid  me  a  welcome— was  withdrawn  on 
account  tff  an  unexpected  opposition.  Under  sixrii  clrcttm- 
stanccs  I  would  not  have  wished  to  intrude. 

•*  And  as  it  was,  with  the  utmost  gratitude  lo  all  who  be- 
stowed on  him  such  mark4,of  kindness  as  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia had  offered,  and  especially  with  sentiments  of  sin- 
cere regard  fi>r  Philadelphia  and  Its  citizens,  he  must  def^r 
Ibr  a  day  or  two  any  poeitiro  reply  to  the  retpiestwliich  had 
bean  made  to  him. » 

Had  the  proceedings  of  Congress  reached  Kos- 
suth before  ne  left  Europe  he  would  haye  hesitated 
to  come  to  this  country.  And  why?  Was 
iktn  anything  in  those  proceedings  disrespectful 
to  him  ?  Was  there  a  solitary  remark  mirae  by 
any  Senator  on  this  Hoor  which  was  hot  in  the 
hiehest  degree  eulogistic  of  him  and  his  character? 
Was  there  iK>t  everything  in  the  proceeding  of 
that  day  to  gratify  his  personal  vanity  ?  Cortaraly ; 
and  there  must  have  been  some  other  cause  why 
he  wotiM  have  failed  to  come  to  America  if  he  had 
known  what  was  to  transpire.  He  wouM  not 
have  come  here  because  those  proceedings  taught 
him  that  he  could  not  succeed  in  engaging  the 
€K}vemment  of  the  United  States  in  a  war  with 
any  foreign  Power,  and  as  his  mission  here  looked 
to  that  result,  and  that  only.  As  he  sought  no 
personal  sympathy,  no  personal  protection,  he 
irould  have  airectcd  his  steps  to  some  quarter 
where  the  prospect  of  obtaining  armed  aid  for  Hun- 
gary was  more  choeriiif .  Sir,  I  protest  against 
this  intervention  with  uie  domestic  concerns  of 
other  nations.  I  protest  against  this  resolution, 
because  it  connnits  us  in  some  degree  to  the  wild 
schemes  of  an  enthusiast;  it  sanctions  thearrogance 
irhioh  rerects  the  home  we  oiTertd ,  and  demands  as 
a  right  that  we  should  offer  in  exchange  the  blood 
and  the  treastire  of  our  people. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Mr.  President,  having  hilro- 
duced  a  resolution  upon  this  subject,  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  say  a  few  sober  words.  When  I  intro- 
duced the  resolution,  I  was  a  Httle  excited — per- 
haps a  little  more  than  I  ought  to  have  been.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  be  brief,  and  pei^aps  what  I  say 
may  furnish  another  illustration  of  the  fact,  that 
the  less  a  man  knows  of  this  subject,  the  more 
doauently  he  can  speak  upon  it.  i  regret »  and  I 
wisti  that  I  could  express  my  r^ret  in  sudi  a 
manner  as  to  convey  it  to  others,  that  this  resolu- 
tion was  ever  introduced.  1  regret  it  e<xceedingly 
now.  I  ftti  that  this  movement,  whether  or  not 
we  shall  be  successful  in  it,  is  calculated,  in  some 
measure,  to  damage  the  great  catise  for  which  Kos- 
•nth  has  come  to  this  country.  I  have  watched 
his  course  very  closely.  I  am  somewhatacquainted 
mi^  the  history  of  Hungary,  and  1  confess  that  J 
kave  be«fi  somewhat  astonished  at  some  of  the 
ittibcffttl  remarks  which  have  been  made  in  relation 
\o  that  man  In  this  body.  Honorable  Senators, 
perhaps,  in  expressing  themselves  here,  forget 
what  I  stated  the  other  day,  that  every  wonl 
«poken  by  an  American  Senator,  in  his  place,  in 
^relation  to  this  movement,  must  either  aid  the 
cause^)f  liberty,  or  injure  it,  in  Europe. 

It  has  been  stated  here,  by  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  experienced  memben  of  this  body — 
by  a  genUemao  for  whose  talents  I  esteem  him  as 
"highly  as  any  man  in  this  body — ^the  honorable 
8^  aistinguished  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
BtfaaixN,]  that  the  constitution  of  Hungary  was. 
In  some  measure,  an  unjust  one  toward  the  infe- 
rior racqa  of  Hungary.    Thai  is  not  the  exact 


htnguage  of  the  gentleman ,  but  I  think  it  expresses 
his  idea.  Now,  the  constitution  of  Hungary  was 
what  all  constitutions  in  £Uirope  were  during  that 
period.  AU  were  unequal;  all  were  unjust.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  constitution  of  Hungary  operated 
unjustly  toward  some  portion  of  the  great  family 
over  wnich  it  spread.  So,  also,  hem  the  English 
constitution;  so,  even,  the  republican  constitu- 
tions of  Europe.  But  honorable  Senators  forget 
one  thing — and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama [Nlr.  Cifcarews)  forgot  it— that  the  object  of 
Kossuth  and  his  associates  was  to  render  the  con- 
stitution of  Hungary  equal  toward  all  thoae  in- 
ferior races.  I  do  not  care  for  some  of  those  pretty 
histories  which  have  been  printed  here,  for  most 
of  them  are  libels.  If  there  is  a  man  living  who 
has  endeavored  to  give  equal  liberty,  not  only  to 
the  Magyar,  but  to  the  Croat,  to  the  Schlavonian, 
and  to  Uie  Sloac,  it  is  this  distinguished  man  who 
is  now  in  this  country.  Permit  me  here  to  say,  in 
this  Senate,  that  my  readinjf^  of  the  history  of  their 
struggle  is  this:  The  associates  of  Kossuth,  who 
surroupded  him — ^who  were  the  ruling  and  domi- 
nant men  of  the  Maygars— did  what  is  very  sel- 
dom done  in  any  country:  they  stript  themselves 
of  their  own  power,  they  voluntarily  cast  oflT  their 
privileges,  and  spontaneously  elevated  those  inf^ 
rior  races.  I  thuik  this  is  a  remarkable  example 
in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Take,  now,  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Alabama  to-day,  in  relation  to  this  distin- 

fuished  man,  and  I  oak,  in  the  sincerity  of  my 
eart,  after  a  distinguished  man  has  been  invited 
to  your  shores,  whether  it  is  magnanimous, 
whether  it  is  American,  whether  it  is  republican, 
to  make  any  disparaging  comparisons  between 
him  and  otiiers?  One  Senator  runs  a  parallel  be- 
tween Kossuth  and  Lafkyette.  Another  tells  you 
that  Kossuth  is  no  republican,  or  that  he  has  only 
become  a  republican  since  his  exile;  that  he  was 
not  a  republican  in  his  prosperity.  But,  sir,  I  say 
here,  that  I  have  fbllowed  hm  course  with  deep 
and  intense  interest.  I  have  followed  the  armies 
of  Hungary  and  rejoiced  in  their  victories;  and  1 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  have  been  more 
unpleasam  and  hard  thin^  said  of  Kossuth  in  this 
Senate  than  have  been  said  of  him  in  all  Europe, 
except  by  the  bribed  imd  hireling  prints  of  some 
of  the  despots  of  the  Old  Worid.  1  knoW  that 
these  harsh  sayings  have  been  unintentional.  I 
know  that  there  is  the  best  feeling  for  Kossuth 
here.  I  Want  to  express  this,  because  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  misunderstood  abroad.  There  is  not  a 
gentleman  who  opposes  this  resolution  that  does 
not  at  this  moment  deBght  at  the  idea  of  seeing 
Kossuth  in  this  country,  and  who  Would  not  re- 
joice in  the  supremacy  of  the  principles  he  now 
advocate.  But  it  will  not  go  aoroad  to  the  worid 
in  this  way.  When  a  Setmtor  in  his  place,  in  the 
American  Senate,  rises  up  and  states  that  Kossuth 
is  no  republican,  that  he  was  a  leader  of  despots, 
what  will  be  the  effect  abroad  ? 

It  would,  Mr.  President,  be  exceedingly  un- 
seemly in  me  to  say  anything  looking  toward  the 
violation  of  that  great  principle  of  American  poh- 
cy--the  principle  of  non-intervention  in  foreign 
anhirs.  It  would  be  ungracious;  it  would  be  un- 
becoming. And  here  1  would  say,  that  I  regret 
as  much  as  any  man  living  some  of  those  theories 
w)iir)i  are  brought  to  this  country  by  very  honest 
and  well-meaning  individuals,  but  which  are  not 
at  all  i^plicable  to  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  these  things,  every 
American  statesman — etery  man  who  thinks — 
oujght  to  hesitate  long  before  he  would  embark 
this  jgreat  country  in  any  of  those  dangerous  con- 
vulsions of  Europe.  If  this  country  had  been 
forced  into  the  convulsions  of  France  in  1789,  no 
one  can  tell  the  effect  it  would  have  had  on  the 
liberties  of  the  cx)untry.  So  of  the  convulsion  of 
1848.  Although  that  seemed  to  be  a  more  general 
one,  we  see  how  it  has  terminated.  Hence  I  do 
Dot  wondnr  that  experienced  Senatora  should  hes- 
itate long  before  they  would  commit  themselves 
to  such  a  principle  as  intervention.  But  I  do  not 
undcrstano  this  resolution  to  be  any  such  commit- 
tal. Far  fVom  it.  It  does  not  matter  what  Kos- 
suth himself  may  expeet:  it  is  only  what  this 
country  may  choose  to  perform.  Zio  doubt  he 
would  have  been  delighted  to  have  this  country 
unite  with  England  to  check  Russia,  and  prevent 
Russia  from  crushing  his  country,  in  case  another 
revolution  should  arise. 

Mr.  t>AVIS.    He  expects  that. 


Mr.  SHIELDS.  My  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts says  that  be  expects  that.  I  believe  he  doss. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  be  comes  to  this  coontry 

expecting  that. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Suppose*we  do  not  grant  it  ? 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  we  do  not  grant  it,  we 
shall  disappoint  his  expecUitions.  But  by  receiv- 
ing him  iu  the  manner  which  is  n#w  proposed »  we 
make  no  pledge  to  grant  his  expectations.  1  bc^ 
Senators  to  reflect  on  this. 

I  may  say  that  the  character  of  Kossuth  wa» 
formed  in  an  Austrian  dimgeon.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkid)le  men  of  the  present  age.  He  ba« 
recently  told  more  political  truths  in  E^and  than 
they  have  heard  for  half  a  century.  This  m  the 
man  that  comes  here.  Gkntleraen  ask  why  !»• 
does  not  come  as  an  emigrant?  Why,  sir,  if  yoa 
gave  him  the  whole  United  States  he  could  not 
stay  amonest  you  with  the  feding  that  now  pos- 
sesses his  heart.  He  has  but  one  feeling,  and  that 
is  a  high  and  noble  one — the  redemption  of  hi» 
own  country.  He  comes  to  this  country  expect- 
ing that  we  might  aid  him  in  the  accomplisliBAenfi 
of  that  object.  I  did  believe  that  this  resolution 
could  have  done  so,  and  I  think  so  now.  It  could 
have  helped  his  cause  without  any  fear  of  inter- 
vention, if,  without  any  debate,  Kossuth  could 
have  been  received  here  in  this  Hall  and  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  National  L^slature,  quietly, 
silently,  and  with  dignity.  That  of  itself,  in  con- 
nection with  what  has  taken  place  in  England, 
would  have  prevented  any  intervention  withllun- 
gnry  in  case  of  another  revolution.  That  is  my 
opinion.  It  was  not  necessary  for  this  cotmtry  to 
give  any  pledge — any  promise  which  might  de- 
ceive Louis  Kossuth.  Wo,  it  ou^  not  lo  have 
done  so.  But  had  we  received  hins  quietly  and 
unanhnously,  the  effect  of  that,  in  connection  with 
what  is  now  taking  place  in  Eiurope,  would  ha^e 
accomplished  his  <M>jeet;  and  he  knew  it.  There 
would  have  been  no  necessity  for  armed  intervetv- 
tion. 

It  is  said  that  Kossuth  has  made  eoms  import- 
ant remarks  since  he  came  to  this  country:  and 
some  of  our  statesmen  are  a  little  offended  because 
he  has  spoken  about  the  soverei^ty  of  the  peo- 
ple, ana  has  distinguished,  as  it  were,  between 
the  government  and  the  people.    Perhaps  he  ha«. 
One  thing  I  know:  he  has  been  Bo  followed  by 
little  petty  slanders,  that  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
credit  anything  I  hear,  until  I  find  it  better  sul>- 
stantiated  than  it  is  in  any  of  those  papera,  and 
particulariy  the  paper  from  which  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  read.    So  far  as  America  is  con- 
cerned, this  commenced  at  Marseilles,  and  it  has 
followed  him  ever  since.    I  read  these  acoouncs 
with  a  great  deal  of  allowance.    I  have  read  all 
his  speeches  in  England,  and  read  then  wkh 
pleasure.    There,  as  was  said  by  tlie  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  in  a  monarchy,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  royalty — ^you  may  say  a  monarchy  that 
has  acted  very  liberally  towards  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates, and  toward  Hungary — and  1  wish  they 
would  act  as  liberally  towards  some  other  coun- 
tries—he declared  himself  boldly  and  fearlessly  to 
be  a  republican.    This  ought  to  briag  him  soma 
respect  in  America,  and^n  an  American  Senate. 

For  one,  I  confess  that  I  am  a  little  afraid  that 
the  republicanism  of  Europe  will  not  be  able  to 
accomplish  much.  For,  when  a  king  has  been 
unfortunate — ^when  a  crowned  head,  who  has 
struggled  in  the  cause  of  royalty,  is  unfortunate* 
all  the  kings  and  all  the  crowned  heads  of  the 
world  enter  into  competition  to  do  him  honor.  He 
is  sacred  to  them,  because  he  has  been  unfortu- 
nate in  their  cause.  When  the  hist  Stuart  Ocd 
from  his  throne,  the  monarch  of  France  received  hina 
in  a  manner  in  which  he  would  not  have  received 
any  other  man  on  earth.  Why  ?  Because  he  had 
been  unfortunate  in  the  cause  of  monarchy.  But 
when  a  poor  republican  becomes  unfortunate-— 
when  a  man  who  has  struggled  and  tried  to  ele« 
vate  his  country,  and  his  country  has  been  crushed 
by  a  conspiracy  of  monarchs — when  such  a  man 
is  unfortunate,  and  comes  to  a  Republic,  the  crjr 
is,  Oh,  no!  oh,  no  1  Froetd,  OjnveultetUpn^Mt 
We  cannot  sympathize  with  you  without  getting: 
into  trouble.  It  is  intinmtcd  that  we  might,  per- 
haps, insult  Russia  or  Austria.  And  yet  Russia 
and  Austria  do  not  hesitate  much  in  putting  down 
free  coimtries,  and  insulting  republicanism.  I 
look  upon  this  as  a  melancholy  met;  and  1  look 
upon  It  not  as  a  hopeful  fact  for  r^ublicanism 
or  for  liberty.    Francs  scarcely  btoomes  a  Re- 
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pvKlic  when  the  aenils  an  army  to  crush  another 

tule  R«>ublic  for  assuQiing  the  very  same  right 

vhich  she  assumed  for  herself.    She  would  not 

aDov  Uie  right  which  she  took  herself  to  the  Ital- 

iuMi.     America  has  become  a  great  and  powerful 

KepBUic    America  got  some  aid  in  the  hour  of 

ko*  tried;  and  now  that  she  is  powerAiI  and  great, 

Ae  says  to  others.  You  may  fight  out  vour  own 

•  Usttes  in  your  own  way.     We  are  safe,  and  we 

■ili  eoacinue so.  This  is  ^me  rather  far ;  and  there 

m  oae  thinz  wXich,  I  think,  has  been  carried  too 

fitf :  It  is  the  ostentatious  parade  of  this  principle 

of  Qon-interrention.    We  may  act  upon  it;  ana  it 

May  be  nradent  to  act  upon  it;  but  why  parade  it 

>«fore  tiie  world  ?    Why  tell  the  despots  of  the 

Txid,  that  no  matter  what  Republic  they  mar 

ouh,  oar  hands  are  tied;  that  we  stand,  as  it 

voe,  self-excommunicated  from  the  rest  of  the 

TMid  in  that  way.    I  think  it  may  be  rery  well 

i»  i£t  imon  that  principle:  and  hitherto  it  has  been 

veil,    it  has,  no  doubt,  made  this  country  great. 

Bot  I  feel,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  not  very 

pradeat  to  parade  it  before  the  world,  as  the  per- 

usaeit,  fixed,  and  unalterable  poUcy  of  this  coun- 

tiy.    I  can  imapnt  a  state  of  things — and  it  was 

nggested  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 

Jflttqr,  [Mr.  Stocktov] — wherein  this  principle 

coaia  Bot  be  aetad  upon.    If  the  present  appear- 

uce  of  the  world  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the 

fatan,  God  only  knows  how  long  we  shall  be 

permitted  to  act  oo  this  principle.    Reaction  is 

sow  triumphant  all  over  Europe.    When  it  be- 

ceoKi  successful  unirersally,  who  can  tell  how 

ksg  we  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  here  without 

■mcinterfercncs?    Be  thatas  ii  may,  it  is  not  the 

qnestioD. 

I  say  again,  that  it  does  not  matter  now  whether 

dus  resolution  pass  or  not.    The  effect  of  it  has 

faces  destroyed  by  this  opposition.    Kossuth,  in 

coming  to  this  country,  must  have  either  benefited 

or  isjortd  hw  cause.    He  came  to  this  country  to 

beoat  his  cause.     He  has  said  frequently  that  he 

wants  as  to  snite  with  England,  and  form  a  kind 

of  idljaoce,  to  prercnt  the  intervention  of  other 

ematrisB  in  the  affiurs  of  Hungary,  and  make 

«te  countries  observe  the  principle  of  action 

irM  we  have  laid  down  for  ourselves.    We  wish 

to  wAt  our  principle  universal.    He  says  that  it 

vStt4dofor  any  country  not  to  intervene;  be- 

csBKte  would  require  that  comitry  to  be  unfaith- 

fid  is  as  doty  to  humanity.    There  is  something 

is  Ibst  view.    He  asks  as  to  unite  with  other  Ub- 

oal  eeartries,  and  prevent  intervention.     This 

esaotry  seed  not  giye  him  an  assurance  that  it 

wftiei  OS  that  principle  of  his.    But,  by  receiving 

^sajoai^,  generously,    hospitably,  magnani- 

*fi«hr'>^'*^idd  have  made  an  efiident  impres- 

BOD  upon  Ian,  si  that  he  could  go  back  to  Europe 

sad  sf  t  wjifali,  pnhapa,  his  object,  so  far  as  his 

own  cmutry  k  concerned.    But  it  matters  not 

now  wiftat  ve  do,  because  it  seems  that  the  cause 

^KmmA,  hmm  not  been  benefited  by  the  proceed- 

Tr  vtidi  haTe  taken  place  in  this  Senate. 
woidd  be^  honorable  Senators  to  abstain  At>m 
f^ingaiiytfaaig  with  r^ard  to  Kossuth  which  may 
ajve  hii  pro^lpects.  He  will  go  back;  and  within 
twovcars  from  his  going  back  to  EurcH>e,  mark  my 
wora  for  it,  there  will  be  seen  a  revolution  in  Eu- 
rope SQch  as  has  never  yet  been  witnessed  there. 
Kossuth,  IB  my  opinion,  is  the  man,  fhimed  by 
nirfortaae,  formed  by  education,  and,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  expression,  raised  by  the  hand  of 
God,  to  prepare  the  materials  for  that  great  and, 
I  bope,  BBal  and  successful  revolution  in  £Iurope. 
fieaaiors  may  say  that  he  is  not  a  man  to  compare 
with  Lafayette,  or  this  man,  or  that  man.  This 
eoontiy  owes  to  La^yette  an  immense  debt;  but 
Iiiv  that  this  age  has  produced  no  man  to  compare 
ynxk  Louis  Kossuth.  He  is,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ioB,  in  politics  and  statesmanship  what  Napoleon 
vas  in  war.  He  looks  over  the  whole  field  of 
Eorope.  His  country  is  his  idol.  No  man  could 
be  wftat  he  is,  if  he  Kad  not  that  grand  ideal  be- 
fore him,  which  he  has.  He  has  studied  not  only 
tbepolitics  of  Hungary,  but  of  Europe. 

Sir,  in  En^and  he  seems  to  know  her  institu- 
lioiis,  her  weakness,  and  her  strength,  as  well  as 
Lord  John  Russell,  the  Premier.  They  are  aston- 
idksd,  they  art  astounded  at  it.  So  wiUi  regard 
to  France.  So  with  regard  to  Italy.  I  consider 
kirn,  therefore,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  as 
rsissd  by  the  hand  of  destiny  for  this  great  mis- 
sioB.  The  time  is  arriving;  the  hoijr  will  soon 
is  tbs  man !-*-oeie  heisamoogst  tis! 


His  speeches  tlirill  all  Europe.  And  the  cause 
of  Hungary  is  the  cause  of  ail  Europe.  Every 
man  felt  that  when  Hungary  was  figbting,  she 
was  not  'Only  fighting  her  own  battles,  she  was 
fighting  the  battles  of  liberty;  she  was  fighting 
the  battles  of  nationality  for  the  whole  civilized 
world.  Kossuth  will  go  back  to  his  own  country, 
whether  you  receive  him  or  not — whether  you 
^ive  or  refuse  tliis  little  compliment.  He  goes 
Back  to  Elurope.  The  first  revolution  that  takes 
place  there — and  that  may  not  be  very  far  dis- 
tant— my  impression  is,  that  Hungary  will  be 
erect  and  free  again.  Hungary  cannot  be  kept 
down  unless  Europe  is  kept  down.  Europe  must 
be  trodden  down  first.  The  fate  of  Hungry  is 
involved  in  the  fate  of  Europe;  and  they  will  not 
keep  Europe  down — never !  never ! ! 

There  is  the  most  extraordinary  phenomenon 
in  Europe  now  that  ever  perhaps  was  witnessed 
before.  There  are  more  men  in  arms,  from  the 
Volga  to  the  Rhine,  than  there  were  when  the  bat- 
tle of  Leipsic  was  fought,  when  Napoleon  was  at 
the  head  of  his  army — when  he  had  aroused  all 
Europe.  There  are  more  men  in  arms  in  Europe 
now  Uian  there  were  then.  Napoleon  is  dead;  he 
is  not  at  the  head  of  his  army  now;  he  is  lying 
buried  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  and  yet  Europe 
is  now  trembling  under  the  tread  of  armies.  Of 
what  is  Europe  afraid?  Where  is  the  enemyr ?  No 
one  nation  is  now  afraid  of  another.  No,  sir;  but 
the;^  have  armed  against  such  men  as  Kossuth; 
a^amst  the  spirit  he  brings,  and  against  the  prin- 
ciples he  enunciates  to  the  world.  They  have 
armed  against  the  spirit  of  democracy.  I  do  not 
mean  that  in  a  little  party  sense.  I  mean  it  in  a 
broad,  national,  mundane  sense.  I  say  now  that 
there  are  no  governments  on  God's  earth  possi- 
ble but  democracies  and  absolute  governments. 
The  old  governments  are  giving  way.  Even  Eng- 
land is  eiete.  She  will  go,  and  she  feels  it;  and 
her  statesmen  now  are  preparing  to  launch  her  on 
the  tide  of  democracy.  She  cannot  live  longer 
unless  it  is  done.  She  must  go  with  the  Abso- 
lutists or  with  the  Democrats.  Her  statesmen  see 
it.  Why  was  Kossuth  received  so  warmly  there, 
not  onlybv  the  people,  but  by  the  first  men  of  the 
land?  Wnv  has  Palmerston  taken  such  psins  to 
rescue  him  from  the  dungeons  of  Turkey?  Why 
is  he  shown  such  friendship  in  England?  Sir,  it 
is  because  Kossuth  is  fighting  the  battle  of  liberty 
everywhere.  All  must  become  absolute  govern- 
ments or  democracies.  Absolutism  seems  to  be 
in  the  ascendant.  There  seems  to  be  but  one  mind, 
from  St.  Petersbiu-gh  to  Lisbon.  All  the  piinci-' 
palities  of  Europe  in  that  neighborhood,  political 
and  religious,  have  become  absolute;  there  all  are 
absolutists  now.  En|;land  sees  it.  She  sees  that 
if  the  tide  of  absolutism  prevails,  she  is  excom- 
municated from  the  continent  of  Europe.  She 
knows  and  she  feels  it.  f  n  my  opinion  it  will  not 
be  long  before  England  will  be  launched  upon  the 
tide  of  liberty;  and  that  is  why  Englandf  courts 
this  country  at  Ais  time.  She  now  turns  her  face 
to  a  nation  which  she  rejected,  and  I  may  say 
despised,  for  a  long  time.  Why  does  she  do  it? 
Because  she  wants  this  great,  young,  powerful, 
unconouered  and  unconquerable  country  to  stand 
at  her  back  in  defence  of  these  great  principles. 

I  say,  therefore,  that  Kossuth,  in  this  re- 
spect, IS  an  extraordinarv  man.  His  history  is 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  that  has  ever  yet 
been  known  in  this  world.  Take  him  in  nis 
Austrian  dungeon,  where  he  diKiplined  his  mind 
for  the  present  trial.  Take  him  at  tlie  head  of 
the  proudest  and  oldest  aristocracy  of  Europe, 
the  Dictator,  as  it  is  said,  the  organizer  of  the 
armies  of  Hungary.  Take  him  as  a  prisoner 
in  Turkey.  It  has  often  happened  that  men  have 
been  chased  away  by  Christians,  and  have  found 
refuge  under  the  Crescent.  Take, as  an  illustration, 
this  man,  who,  as  the  representative  of  a  country 
which  defended  Christianity— that  carried  the 
Cross  triumphant— that  man  in  his  country  is 
crushed  by  Ciuistians  and  Christian  nations,  and  he 
fiinds  a  renige-^where?  Not  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, but  under  the  Crescent  of  Mahomet.  Then 
follow  him:  England  and  America  unite  in  obtain- 
ing his  release.  He  comes  to  England — this  ex- 
traordinary man,  whose  career  is  more  romantic 
than  romance— comes  there,  and  how  is  he  re- 
ceived by  Englishmen  ?  I  do  not  speak  of  mere 
English  officials— I  do  not  speak  of  men  in  high 
political  stations— I  speak  of  the  strong,  bold, 
mitnly  heart  of  the  EngUahmao,  who  has  that 


inborn  sense  of  pride  and  independence  which 
scorns  the  idea  that  either  Austria,  Russia,  or  aH 
Europe,  would  make  him  shrink  from  performing 
his  duty  tov/ards  a  guest  who  comes  to  his  coun- 
try. I  speak  of  that.  I  forgive  Endand  and 
Englishmen  a  few  of  the  wrongs  which  they  in- 
flicted elsewhere,  when  they  show  the  way  in 
which  they  receive  this  man.  There  is  someming 
great  in  it.  As  for  an  Englishman,  you  could  not 
get  him  to  say  that  he  is  afraid  or  the  Czar  of 
Russia.  You  would  never  hear  that  from  him. 
On  the  contrary,  as  was  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stockton,]  if  an 
Englishman  is  insulted  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
there  is  immediately  an  English  fleet  sent  to  repel 
tliat  insult.    I  saw  that  myself  very  often. 

From  England  he  comes  to  this  country.  We 
propose  here  to  give  him  a  public  reception  and 
welcome.  I  before  said  that  I  regrettea  this  dis- 
cussion had  commenced,  but  now  that  it  has  com- 
menced, now  that  his  name  has  been  brought  into 
it,  I  think  it  would  be  ungenerous,  and  almost 
wanting  in  magnanimity,  to  repulse  him  from  us. 
In  receiving  Louis  Kossuth  you  would  do  honor, 
not  merely  to  him,  but  to  a  gteat  princii)le.  What 
is  that  prmciple  ?  It  is  the  very  principle  of  our 
own  political  existence.  Are  you  afraid  to  respect 
a  man  who  is  the  incarnation  of  a  great  principle, 
when  that  principle  itself  is  the  very  principle 
upon  which  our  nation  is  founded  ?  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  should  be  the  case.  But  this  is  said 
to  be  an  empty  honor.  Very  well;  if  it  be  an 
empty  honor,  why  not  give  it  to  the  Gkjvemor  of 
Hungary,  whom  all  acknowledge  was  once  the 
Governor  of  Hungary  ?  He  was  the  governor  of 
a  great  nation.  Is  not  that  sufficient  to  authorize 
his  reception  ?  I  think  so,  and  1  believe  that  he 
will  be  Governor  of  Hungary  again.  I  hope  so; 
and  I  trust  that  this  Republic  will  do  everything 
a  great  nation  can  do  to  give  him  encouragement, 
and  bid  him  God  speed ! 

[Mr.  FOOTE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  made 
a  few  remarks  relative  to  his  connection  with  the 
subject  under  consideration.  The  report  of  them 
has  been  withheld  for  revision.] 

Without  finishing,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

WEOirESDAT,  Detemhtr  10, 1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  following  gen- 
tlemen to  constitute  on  the  part  of  the  House,  the 
members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  viz: 
Mr.  GoRMAV,  Mr.  Havcn,  and  Mr.  Stanton  of 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  COBB  gave  notice,  under  the  rule,  of  his 
intention  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  enabfo 
the  proper  Department  so  to  construe  the  act  of 
June  28, 1850,  granting  bounty  land  to  the  officers, 
musicians,  and  soldiers  of  the  American  Army 
since  the  year  1790,  as  to  embrace  all  persons  who 
may  have  been  mustered  into,  received  pay  from^ 
ana  were  mustered  out  of  service  by  the  General 
Government. 

Mr.  HALL,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  "  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Han* 
nibal  to  St.  Joseph,  in  that  State.'* 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OP  LAND  WARRANTS, 

Mr.  HARRIS,  ef  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  H.  said,  if  the  House  will  indulge  me  in  a 
solitary  remark,  I  will  state  that  myobject  in 
moving  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  is  to 
take  up  the  joint  resolution  making  land  warrant* 
assignable. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to.  ^ 

So  the  House  resolved  itsdf  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Richardson  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  wiU  now 
move  to  take  up  joint  resohition  No.  1,  ex- 
planatory of  the.act  approved  S^tember-aS,  1850, 
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entitled  **  An  act  granting  bounty  land  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  Slates." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  is  in  order. 
The  committee  can  determine  what  business  it  will 
first  take  up. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York.  Does  not  the  rule 
reouire  that  we  shall  take  up  the  business  in  the 
order  in  which  it  stands  upon  the  Journal  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  KING.  Then  I  desire  to  know  what  is 
the  first  business  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  President's  message  is 
the  first  business  in  order.  The  gentleman  nom 
Tennessee  must  move  to  pass  that  by,  in  order 
to  take  up  the  joint  resol^ition  to  which  he  has 
referred. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  to  pass  by  the  President's  message 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS  then  moved  to  take  up  for  con- 
sideration joint  resolution  No.  1,  in  relation  to  the 
assignability  of  bounty  land  warrants;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to.    . 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  I  propose  to  make  a  brief  statement 
as  to  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  the  passage  of  the 
series  of  resolutions  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
introduce. 

The  object  of  the  first  resolution  is  to  make  the 
bounty  land  warrants,  tlie  issuance  of  which  was 
authorized  by  the  act  of  28th  September,  1850, 
assignable. 

Of  the  2d,  is  to  authorize  the  rasters  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  United  States  land  offices,  to  charge 
and  receive  for  the  location  of  these  warranis  the 
flame  rate  of  compensation  tliat  they  would  be  en- 
titled to  where  the  land  was  sold  at  public  sale  at 
$1  25  per  acre,  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  where  the  location  is  made  for 
the  soldier  or  his  heirs,  and  iu  all  other  cases  to  be 
paid  bv  tlie  assignee  or  holder  of  the  warrant. 

Of  the  3d,  to  provide  for  the  same  rate  and 
character  of  compensation  to  registers  and  receiv- 
ers for  services  already  rendered  in  the  location  of 
this  class  of  warrants. 

Of  the  4th,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  28th  September,  1850,  to  all  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  suppress  or  prevent  Indian 
hostilities,  and  who  have  served  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  entitle  them  to  bounty  land  under  the 
provisions  of  that  act. 

Of  the  5th,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  28th  September,  1850,  to  the  militia,  volunteers, 
and  State  troops,  who  have  been  called  out  by  the 
law  or  executive  authority  of  any  State,  and  whose 
services  have  been  recognized  and  paid  for  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  necessity  of  the  passage  of  the  resolutions 
under  consideration  addresses  itself  with  so  much 
force  to  the  sound  judgment  and  discretion  of  every 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  that  I  should  regard 
myself  as  trespassing  unnecessarily  upon  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  commiiiee,  to  detam  them  with 
a  word  of  comment  upon  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  intend  to  offer  any  re- 
sistance to  the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  That 
these  bounty  land  warrants  should  be  made  as- 
sijcnable,  is  very  clear;  whether  they  ought  ever  to 
have  been  granted,  is  another  question.  I  can 
a.s^ure  the  gentleman  who  has  introduced  this 
measure  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not 
intend  to  ofier  any  opposition  to  it.  Yet  it  must 
be  apparent  to  every  gentleman  that  we  do  not 
understand  what  It  is.  The  resolutions  are  very 
long.  I  have  heard  them  read  twice,  with  great 
attention,  and  yet  I  am  not  able  to  comprehend 
tliem.  There  may  be  a  great  deal  more  in  the 
resolutions  than  meets  the  eye.  There  may  be  a 
^reatdeal  more  in  them  than  strikes  us  at  first  hear- 
mg,  and  there  ought  therefore  to  be  a  cony  of  the 
resolutions  upon  the  desk  of  every  member  here, 
in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  surest  corrections 
and  amendments  if  any  shall  be  necessary.  The 
resolutions  can  still  be  passed  within  a  few  days. 
They  can  be  printed  in  a  day  or  two,  and  we  can 
then  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  agiiin  and  pass  them.  They  ought 
not  to  be  passed  with  such  precipitation.  It  is 
inconsistent  with  sound  legislation  to  proceed  with 
•uch  unseemly  haste.    Neither  is  there  any  necea- 
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sity  for  it.  What  we  propose  to  effect  to-dav,  can 
easily  be  effected  before  a  single  week  shall  have 
passed  away.  No  delay  will  be  caused  by  wait- 
ing until  we  can  inform  ourselves  in  regard  to  the 
contents  of  these  resolutions.  With  respect  to 
one  of  them,  it  seems  to  me — although  I  may 
have  nf^isapprehended  it — that  it  direcdy  throws 
upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  expenses 
which  ought  perhaps  to  be  borne  by  the  pos- 
sessor of  the  land  warrant  himself.  It  provides 
that  the  owner  of  the  land  warrant,  if  it  be 
assigned,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  the  charges 
connected  with  it,  but  that  if  the  land  warrant 
is  not  assigned,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
original  holder,  then  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  shall  pay  all  the  chaises  of^the  register  and 
receiver,  who  are  engaged  in  locating  and  record- 
ing it.  I  do  not  know  the  precise  amount  of  these 
charges.  I  do  not  know  what  they  amount  to 
upon  a  single  warrant.  But  I  do  know  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  informs  us  in  his  late 
report,  that  the  total  number  of  these  land  war- 
rants, issued  under  the  act  of  tlie  28th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850,  will  be  at  least  two  hundred  ana  fifty 
thousand.  Now  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
is  not  right  and  proper  that  tne  Government  should 
pay  these  charges,  but  it  is  at  any  rate  a  fair  mat- 
ter for  consideration.  It  is  known  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  the  last  Congress,  that  I 
ofiered  strong  opposition  to  certain  features  of  the 
bounty  land  oill,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  these  resolutions,  or  even  to  vote 
against  them,  as  I  understand  that  it  is  the  general 
feeling  of  the  House  that  tliey  shall  pass.  I  will, 
however,  respectfully  suggest  to  the  mover  of  these 
resolutions,  that  he  shoula  allow  flie  committee  to 
rise,  in  order  that  the  resolutions  may  be  printed, 
with  the  understanding  that  as  soon  as  tney  are 
printed,  we  shall  again  go  into  Committee  of  t^e 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  pass  them 
I  move  that  the  committee  do  nowrise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Speaker  bav- 
ins: resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee reported  Uiat  they  had  had  joint  resolution 
No.  1  under  consideration,  and  had  come  to  no 
conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  joint  resolution  No.  1 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  presented  an  amendment,  [a  copy 
of  which  could  not  be  procured,]  which  he  intena- 
ed  to  ofier  to  the  resolution  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  asked  the  unanimous  c<>nsent 
of  the  House  to  lay  upon  the  table  and  have 
printed  an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  which  he 
intended  to  offer  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  CARTTER  objected.  The  committee  was, 
he  Haid,  the  proper  place  for  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  or* 
dering  the  joint  resolution  and  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  ifi  be  printed,  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

TRANSFER  OF  BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  COBB.  A  few  days  ago  I  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a 
bill  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given.  The 
gentlemiin  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  objected  to 
its  introduction  at  that  time,  because  he  did  not 
know  the  contents  of  it.  He  now  understands  it, 
and  is  in  favor  of  its  passage.  Duty  to  my  coun- 
try and  to  the  parties  more  particularly  interested 
demand  that  I  should  press  the  bill  upon  all  occa- 
sions, and  I  therefore  again  ask  leave  to  introduce 
it.  It  is  simply  a  bill  to  authorize  the  transfer  of 
bounty  land  warrants  issued  under  the  act  of  the 
28th  September,  1850,  granting  bounty  land  to  the 
officers  and  privates  of  the  American  Army  since 
1790. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced, and  reaid  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  move  to  put  the  biU  upon 
its  passage,  and  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  submit  this  Ques- 
tion of  order  to  the  consideration  of  the  Cnair: 
When  a  bill  is  before  us  and  there  is  a  call  for  the 
previous  question,  is  it  in  order,  while  the  Chair 
18  in  the  act  of  ascertaining  whether  the  preTious 


^  question  will  be  sustained,  for  a  member  to  mak* 
I  another  motion?  I  submit  that  the  gentleman 
i  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  HarribJ  is  too  late  in  ma- 
I  king  his  motion.  If  the  previous  question  is  noi 
sustained,  then  further  motions  wiU  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Nortli 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  is  correct.  The  motioa 
to  refer  cannot  be  entertamed  pending  the  call  for 
theprevious  question. 

Ijie  question  was  then  taken  on  sustaining  ikm 
call  for  the  previous  question;  and,  on  a  connt, 
there  were — ayes  93,  noes  31 — no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  called  for  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  RoBortow  and  Cobb  were 
appointed. 

The  question  being  again  taken,  there  irer^^ 
ayes  91,  noes  24 — stifl  no  quorum  voting^. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  if  there  was  no 
objection  the  count  would  be  taken  over  a^in. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  tellers  resumed 
their  places;  and  a  new  count  having  been  had, 
there  appeared — ayes  109,  noes  25. 

So  the  previous  question  was  sustained. 

The  main  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill  was  then  ordered;  and  the  bill  being  en- 
grossed was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  now  being,  **  Shall  the  bill  pass?*' 

Mr.  UOBB  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lav  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  ask  leave  to  intrudace  a  bifl 
of  which  previous  notice  has  been  given. 

NAVAL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  ROSS.    I  rise  to  a  privileged  question.    I 
,  have  had  the  honor  of  being  appointea  a  member 
j  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Atfairs.    I  regret  to 
say  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  asking  the 
House  to  excuse  me  from  serving  on  that  com- 
mittee.   I  make  the  request,  not  with  any  disre- 
spect to  the  honorable  chairman  or  any  nem- 
ber  of  that  committee,  but  for  reasons  which 
are  entirely  satisfactory  to  my  own  nund,  and 
which  leave  roe  no  other  alternative.    I  hope  the 
House  will  excuse  me. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  he  was  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  iiad  been 
given,  to  protect  actual  settlers  on  the  lands  on  the 
fine  of  the  Central  Railroad  and  branches,  by  grant- 
ing prei^ption  rights  thereon;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLARK  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to  grant  a 
certain  quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  fbr 
the  purpose  of  aiding  said  State  in  the  constmctioo 
of  a  railroad  from  Dubuque  to  Keokuck. 

Mr.  CARTTER  objected,  and  inouired  of  the 
Chair  what  was  the  regular  order  of  business^ 

The  SPEAKER  said,  the  regular  order  of  bu»> 
ness  was  to  call  the  States  for  petitions. 

Mr.  CARTTER  asked  if  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  take  up  the  President's  message  and  lo 
refer  it  to  appropriate  committees? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not  be  stricay 
in  order. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE,  by 
unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
reference  to  one  of  the  executive  departments,  the 
petition  and  papers  of  John  Morrison,  asking  for 
Dounty  lands  under  the  law  of  1850. 

THE   president's    MESSAGE. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  now  move  that  the  House 
proceed  to  take  up  the  President's  message,  and 
to  refer  it  to  the  appropriate  committees.  My  ob- 
ject in  making  that  motion  is  to  fUrnish  the  stand* 
ing  committees  with  their  legitimate  business,  so 
that  they  may  organize  and  go  to  work.  I  would 
inquire  whether  the  message  is  now  before  the 
House,  or  whether  it  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  beeil  so  referred. 

Mr.  CARTTER*.  Then  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  the  view  of  takinj^ 
up  the  President's  message,  and  distributing  it 
between  the  several  standing  committees. 
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Mr.  SMART  objected^  and  called  for  the  regu- 
lar order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  of  the 
feotleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  CartterI  was  a  privi- 
kfed  mouon.  The  r^ular  order  of  business  was 
to  call  the  States  for  petitions;  but  the  gentleman 
tad  the  rif  ht,  under  the  rule,  to  move  that  the 
Hevise  res^Te  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
m  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
»  go  into  committee,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

SEATS  FOR  THE  RSPORTERS. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  by  unanimous 

cxi»>ait,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  on 

Wednesday  last  to  inquire  into  the  practicability 

«C|iroeuring,  within  the  bar  of  the  House,  suit- 

ii4  seals  for  the  Reporters  of  the  Congressional 

GUkj  reported  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Remtt»dj  That  the  Doorkeeper  be  and  be  ii  hereby  au- 
Aorixad  and  directed  to  provide  three  obaini  Ibr  the  Report- 
si  for  the  C9*gr€a9i»%ai  OMe.  to  be  placed  in  flront  of  the 
Oexk'%  dcA,  0iniilar  to  the  chaira  occupied  by  Cbe  Report- 
fs  CD  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said:  I  will  barely  remark, 
thai  «pon  investigation  we  have  found  that  three 
dkiin  may  be  pla^sd  directly  in  front  of  the  Clerk 's 
^sk  for  the  Kemrtera  of  the  Globe  without  at  all 
ioconuBoding  tAe  House.  If  thej  should,  they 
€80  be  remoTed .  I  move  the  previous  question  on 
^adoptkm  of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
■ttiD  questidii  oraered;  which  ({uestion  being  put, 
the  reM>tution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  vote 
)»t  taken  be  reconsidered,  and  that  that  motion 
be  kid  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was 
ifreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  States  would  be 
cilkd  for  petitions,  commencing  with  the  State  of 
Maine.  ^^ 

On  raocion  by  Mr.  LETCHER,  by  unanimous 
cnaMot  le&ve  was  sninted  to  withdraw  from  the 
fik9  of  the  House  the  petition  and  papers  of  Rich- 

ADTAlf CCS  BY  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Ur.  PEASLEE,  by  unanimous  consent^  of 
the  Hasie,  and  in  pursuance  of  previous  notice, 
iotrodaced  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  inter- 
»t  10  the  aiate  of  New  Hampsnire  for  advances 
made  Ux  the  use  and  benefit  ot  the  United  States, 
IB  tepeE^  invasion  and  suppressing  insurrection 
at  Vndaa&^rcam,  in  said  State;  which  was  read  a 

inn  afi4  leeaad  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 

the  Coanoiiec  <»  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  TUCK.   \  believe  there  is  a  rule  of  this 

Hoase  vyeh  aochmzes  the  presentation  of  peti- 

C»»svitb0«(  detaining  the  House;  and  believing 

thtt  wealmB4o  nothing  else  that  will  be  useful,  I 
man  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into 
Cosiouttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
CJaioQ, 

Tbe  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  not 
i^rreed  to. 

Mr.  WALBRIDOE  presented  the  petition  of 
Lenoel  Hudson  and  Ephraim  Sharp,  which  was 
r^ierred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

MIST  OF  THE  UNIT  ED  ST  ATE  SAT  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
pren,  to  establish  a  Mint  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Qtj  of  New  York;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
tecnod  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
miuee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

RBPBRBNCB   OF  PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  House  have 
•htadj  beard  that  petitions  ma^  be  presented  here 
trader  the  rule  of  tne  House  without  wasting  its 
tioe.  It  is  important  that  the  standing  committees 
^odd  have  some  basis  upon  which  to  commence 
dier  work;  and  preparatory  to  that,  it  is  neces- 
«ary  to  dispose  of  and  refer  the  various  subjects 
treated  of  in  the  President's  annual  message  to  the 
proper  committees.  That  message  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  Now,  I  think  the  proper  course 
fcr  US  to  pursue,  is  to  go  into  committee,  and  refer 
k  to  the  appropriate  standing  committees,  and  let 
tbose  commtttees  meet  and  report  when  thev  may 
diiak  proper.  It  is  right  that  they  shoula  have 
jansdietioiL  over  the  sublects  to  be  referred  to 


them,  and  authority  to  call  upon  the  Departments 
for  explanation  and  information.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  House  now  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  House  is  aware  that 
the  message  has  not  yet  been  printed.  I  had 
intended  myself  to  make  a  motion  similar  to  tlmt 
just  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Jones,]  but  until  the  message  is  printed,  I  can 
hardly  see  the  utility  of  the  motion.  I  think, 
thereiore,  the  gentleman  had  better  withdraw  his 
motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  message  has  been  printed  in 
the  papers.  It  has  not,  to  be  sure,  been  printed 
by  our  public  printer  and  laid  upon  our  tables. 
When  that  will  be  done,  the  Lord  only  knows. 
^Laughter.]  If  we  have  to  wait  until  we  receive 
It  from  the  public  printer,  with  the  documents 
which  accompany  it,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  wait 
for  three  months,  at  least. 

Several  Membkrs.     Five  months. 

Mr.  JONES  continued.  My  experience  is,  that 
it  is  not  common  to  wait  for  these  documents  to 
be  oflicially  printed  and  laid  upon  our  tables  before 
referring  it;  out  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  wait  that  time,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  with- 
draw his  motion  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  No;  sir,  I  do  not.  The  House 
may  vote  it  down  if  they  wish. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  will  withdraw  his  motion. 
I  doubt  not,  there  are  other  gentlemen  in  the 
House  in  the  same  situation  with  myself,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter.  Papers  have  been  referred  to 
committees  during  the  last  Congress;  they  are 
now  upon  file  in  the  Clerk's  office,  and  cannot  be 
withdrawn,  except  upon  motion.  But  I  hope  the 
motion  will  be  withdrawn  for  another  reason. 
The  rules  of  the  House  rec^uire  that  previous 
notice  shall  be  given  of  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill.  Now,  when  the  States  are  called  for  peti- 
tions, members  are  also  allowed  to  give  notice  of 
their  intention  to  introduce  bills,  as  well  as  present 
petitions.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  thepleasure 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw, 
for  the  present,  his  motion  to  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  JONES  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Petitions  were  then  called  for  from  the  Slate  of 
New  York;  and 

Mr.  JENKINS  presented  several. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAVEN,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  ordered  that  the  petition  of  Silas 
Champion  for  a  pension,  and  the  accompanying 
papers,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

Mr.  HAVEIN  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  on  the  earliest  day  practicable,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  reiiiiact  and  continue  in 
operation  certain  acts  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SACKETT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  and  papers  of  Jacob  Kenr 
and  Adam  Oarlock,  be  taken  (Vom  Uie  files  of  the  House, 
and  that  the  former  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  and  the  latter  to  the  Conmiiuee  on  Revola- 
tionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  HART  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel 
F.  Butterworth;  which  was  referred  to  thie  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  it 

was 

Ordered,  That  tlie  petitions  and  papers  of  Ira  Baldwin 
and  Daniel  R.  Granger,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  Ibrmer  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  PRICE  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse  D. 
Brown,  for  balance  of  claim;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
grand  inquest  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  extension  of  the  building  occu- 
pied by  the  Philadelphia  post-office;  which  was 
referrea  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution providing  for  per  diem  and  milea^  to  John 
S.  Littell,  as  contestant  of  the  seat  of  John  Rob- 
bins,  jr.,  in  the  Thirty-first  Congress. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee,  oojected;  and  the 
resolution  was  not  received. 


Mr.  McNAIR^resented  a  petition  of  sundiy 
citizens  of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  rela- 
tive to  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land  act  of 
38th  September,  1850 ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  fVom  the  files,  fox  the  purpose 
of  reference  to  the  War  Department,  the  memo- 
rial and  papera  of  Mary  Ann  Beecher. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLINGMAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Fielding  G. 
Brown  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Comminee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIDDLE  presented  a  petition  from  Dela- 
ware. 

THE  printers'  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  WALSH  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Congress  of  Printere  upon  the  subject  of  the  mode 
of  giving  out  the  Congress  printinie^,  and  suggest- 
ing that  a  committee  of  three  practical  printera  be 
authorized  to  act  with  a  committee  of  Uonn-ess  to 
fix  the  proper  rates  of  compensation  for  the  pub- 
lic printing,  and  praying  a  discrimination  in  favor 
of  practical  printera  in  awarding  a  contract  for 
printing. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  the  respectable  source  from 
which  it  came  commended  it  to  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

The  memorial  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WALSH  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALSH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  Gallagher 
be  taken  fVom  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BOWIE  presented  sundry  petititms;  which 
were  appropriately  referred. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FAULKNER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Jacob  Thody  bs 
taken  from  the  file*  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Cona- 
mittee  on  InvaUd  Pensions. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  several  petitions. 
Mr.  McMULLlN  presented  a  petition. 

ORANGE  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STROTHER.  1  desire  to  introduce  a  bill, 
under  leave  of  the  House,  of  which  previous  notice 
has  already  been  gi^n,  for  the  relief  of  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected. 

Mr.  STROTHER.    I  presume  the  gentleman 

will  not  object  when  I  tell  him  that  I  only  desire 

to  introduce  the  bill  and  have  it  referred  to  the 

appropriate  committee.    I  ask  that  it  be  reported 

for  information. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  like  very  much  to  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman,  but  I  will  say  this  to 
him,  that  if  the  State  of  Virginia  will  come  here 
and  ask  this  (Government  to  pay  the  $130,000 
which  she  says  she  has  advanced  to  it,  I  will  vote 
to  pay  it,  but  I  am  not  goin^  to  vote  money  for 
the  construction  of  railroads  m  that  country. 

Mr.  STROTHER.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  postpone  his  objections  to  the  bill 
until  it  comes  regularly  before  the  House  upon 
the  report  of  the  committee,  at  which  time  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  relieve  his  mind  from  the  difficulties 
upon  the  subject.  Of  couree  I  shall  not  ^  into  a 
discussion  of  the  question  now.  If  the  p^entleman 
from  Tennessee  will  not  withdraw  his  objection,  I 
will  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  in  order  to 
aflTord  me  an  opportunity  to  introduce  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  any  such  pur- 
pose except  on  Mondays. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McMULLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  George  W. 
Hopkins,  of  Virjdnia,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the 
HouMe.  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Daniel  Sleenrod 
be  withdrawn  fh>m  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  McMULLIN  gave  notice  that  at  some 
future  time  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
appropriating  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
to  the  Vii^nia  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

Mr.  JACKSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
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Thomas  M.  Newell,  a  caotaiir^n  the  Navy,  ask- 
iR/e^  for  full  pay  durins  the  period  he  was  sus- 
pended from  command;  which,  with  the  papers 
on  the  files  of  the  House  on  the  same  subject,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Aflfairs. 

j^r.  COBB  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  nouce  had  been  given,  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  J.  Price. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  dislike  very  much  to 
object  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bam,  [Mr.  Cobb;}  but  if  these  things  are  allowed 
to  go  on  in  this  way,  we  shall  never  reach  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  COBB  then  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Price;  which,  with  the  papers  on  the  files . 
of  the  House  in  support  of  the  claim,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

COMMITTEE  OP  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  been  appointed  upon  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  I  desire  respectfully  to 
ask  the  House  to  excuse  me  from  servmg  on  that 
committee. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  hope  the  gentleman  is  not 
about  to  interpose  any  oojection.  I  have  reasons 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  ample.  I  do  not  ask  it 
out  of  any  disrespect  to  the  source  of  appointment, 
nor  from  any  disposition,  on  my  part,  to  shrink 
from  the  labor  it  imposes;  but,  as  I  have  remarked, 
I  have  ample  reasons  for  the  request,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  grant  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCBL  I  rise  simply  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ross]  asked 
tliis  morning  to  be  dischai^ed  from  service  on  one 
of  the  committees  of  the  House.  He  gave  no  rea- 
son for  the  request,  but  merely  stated  that  his  rea- 
sons were  such  as  were  satisfactory  to  himself; 
and  upon  that  statement  he  was  excused.  Another 
gentleman  now,  under  similar  circumstances, 
makes  the  same  request,  but  gives  no  reasons  upon 
which  the  House  is  to  base  its  action.  Now,  I 
desire  to  propound  this  question  to  the  House:  If 
we  ffO  on  to  grant  every  request  of  this  nature 
whick  is  presented,  without  any  reasons  being 
given  for  gran^ng  such  requests,  what  will  become 
of  the  business  of  this  House,  or  of  the  country  ? 
That  is  the  suggestion  I  wish  to  make. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  no  doubt  the  committees 
will  remain  full;  there  are  a  plenty  of  gentlemen 
who  are  willing  to  serve  upon  them.  I  trust,  after 
one  gentleman  has  this  morning  been  excused, 
without  giving  his  reasons,  specially,  the  same 
courtesy  will  be  extended  to  me. 

Thfe  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.  Smith 
was  excused. 

NOTICE  TO  LOXJTS  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  give  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  subsequept  day,  I  will  ask  leave  to  intro^ 
duce  a  joint  resolution  requiring  the  Secretanr  of 
State  to  furni^  Louis  Kossuth  with  copies  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  which  define  treason  and  mis- 
demeanors against  the  United  States.  The  resolu- 
tion also  further  contemphites  that  if,  afler  the  read- 
ing of  these  laws,  he  should  continue  to  make  such 
speeches  as  he  has  made  since  his  arrival  in  New 
York,  inciting  the  young  men  of  the  country  to 
take  up  arms  against  a  nation  with  which  the 
United  States  is  at  peace,  it  shall  be  the  solemn 
duty  of  the  President  to  have  him  arrested,  (laugh- 
ter,) and  detained  until  satisfactory  assurances  be 
given  that  he  will  cease  his  eiforts  to  enlist  the 
cooperative  aid  and  armed  interference  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States  in  favor  of  Hungary. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  objected. 

THE  RULE  IN  POINT. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  desire  to  propound  this  question  to  the 
Chair.  I  wish  to  know  whether  any  gentleman 
has  not  the  right  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  abul?  If  I  understand  the  rules  cor- 
rectly, when  the  question  is  presented  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  bill,  if  objection  be  made,  the  ques- 
tion arises,  "  Will  the  House  receive  it?*'  and  upon 
that  question  there  is  something  upon  which  they 
can  act  definitely.  I  only  desire  that  we  may  un- 
derstand these  rules  correctly,  so  that  we  may  start 
right.  My  information  is,  that  when  the  proper 
time  arrives,  any  gentleman  mayjgivenny  notice 
he  pleases,  and  no  one  has  the  right  to  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richa.rdson]  will,  upon 
1  reflectioQ,  see  he  is  in  error.    The  practice  of  the 


House  has  been,  that  when  a  member  asks  the  ] 
unanimouji  consent  of  the  House  to  give  notice  of 
the  introduction  of  a  bill,  if  objection  be  made,  he 
cannot  give  such  notice.  If  it  be  on  Monday  he 
may  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty may  be  avoided.  But  in  order  to  afford 
every  one  an  opportunity  of  eiving  notice  prepara- 
tory to  the  introduction  of  a  uill,  a  rule  has  oeen 
adopted  provfding  that  notice  may  be  given  by 
the  filing  of  it  witii  the  Clerk. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  aware  of 
any  express  rule  with  reference  to  giving  notice 
of  the  mtroduction  of  bills,  except  that  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 
The  Chair  will  remark,  however,  that  it  has  been 
the  usual  practice  of  this  body  to  give  such  notice 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  desire  to  ask 
my  honorable  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith] 
whether  it  is  his  intention  in  ofieriiig  this  joint  res- 
olution to  reenact  the  **  Alien  and  Sedition  "  law? 

Several  Members.    "Order!  order!" 

The  SPEAKER.    No  discussion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the 
re^lar  order  of  business. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  will  answer  the  interrogatory 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stanton.] 
I  do  not  desire  to  reenact  the  "Alien  and  Sedi- 
tion "  law,  but  we  want  no  more  **  Pampero  '* 
expeditions.  The  object  of  this  resolution  is  to 
warn  Kossuth  of  tlie  ground  on  which  he  stands, 
and  to  remind  the  pumic  officers  of  their  duty. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  is  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Well,  but  I  do  not  understand 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  as  to  whether  I  have  the 
right  to  give  this  notice. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided  that  the 
gentleman  has  the  right,  under  the  rule,  to  give 
me  notice,  by  filinj;  it  with  the  Clerk  at  any  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  it 
was 

Ordered,  Tbst  the  petitiuiw  and  papen  of  Joha  H. 
Thompson  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  earliest  day 
practicable,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled 
•*  An  act  to  moke  a  grant  of  public  l«mds  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
railroads  in  said  State.'* 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  in 
pursuance  of  previous  notice,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  further  to  extend  the  time  of  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  return- 
inff  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  presented  a  petition. 

Mr.  BARRERE  presented  a  memorial  fVom 
Daniel  Slack,  of  Batavia,  in  relation  to  the  Mex- 
ican indemnity. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a 
petition  from  B.  B.  Bennett,  of  Kentucky,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

NEWSPAPERS  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  asked  thennan- 
imous  .consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  reso- 
olution ;  which  was  read  for  information  as  follows, 
viz: 

Resoivedf  That  the  Clerk  of  tlie  House  furnish  to  each 
member  Bueh  newspapers  as  he  may  desire,  not  excaeding 
in  amomit  that  allowed  to  members  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  resolution  was  not  m  order  under  the  rules  as 
a  part  of  the  or^nization  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  responded  in  the  negative. 

HOMESTEADS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessoe,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  to  encourage  asriculturc,  com- 
merce, ana  manufactures,  and  other  brandies  of 
industry,  by  granting  to  any  man  who  is  the  head 
of  a  family  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
out  of  the  public  domain,  upon  condition  of  occu- 
pancy and  cultivation  of  the  same  for  a  period 
therem  specified;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  EXPEMDITURBS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  for  th« 
purpose  of  asking  of  the  House  to  be  discharged 
from  service  on  ine  Committee  on  PuUic  Expend* 
itures.  As  the  g^tleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bocook]  thinks  it  incunabent  upon  gentlemen  to 
do  so,  1  will  assign  the  reasons  why  I  wish  to  be 
discharged  from  serving  on  the  committee,  if  the 
House  will  indulge  me  two  or  three  minutes  in 
explanation,  in  3ie  first  instance,  1  will  state  that 
I  do  not  ask  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  this 
committee  out  of  any  disrespea  to  the  Speaker, 
as,  I  think,  he  will  bear  me  witness.  If  there  is 
honor  or  emolument  flowing  from  serving  as 
chairman  of  said  committee,  I  desire  no  longer 
to  enjov  such  honor  or  emolument,  having  enjoyed 
them  heretofore.  I  will  assign  another  reason » 
and  a  very  good  one^  it  seems  to  me,  and  that  is, 
when  you  come  to  examine  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  define  the  jurisdiction  of  this  committee, 
▼ou  will  find  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  by  the  same  language  in  which  it  is  con- 
ferred upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Exp^idi- 
tures,  have  char^of  every  su(:jeot  that  could  pos* 
sibly  come  within  the  range  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures.  In 
addition  to  this,  there  are  six  other  committees 
that  have  jurisdiction  of  all  that  could  reafloiisl>Iy 
come  withm  the  range  of  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  Expenditures,  producing  such  a 
conflict  of  jurisdiction  that  it  makes  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Expenditures  a  perfect  nullity,  a^ 
in  fact  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  the  com- 
mittee altogether. 

I  will  say,  in  this  connection,  that,  bumble  as  f 
am ,  I  have  no  desire  to  occupy  a  position  as  chair- 
man of  a  committee  which  nas  no  duties  to  per- 
form. I  will  repeat,  if  there  are  emoluments  or 
honor  to  be'  derived  as  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee, I  have  enjoyed  them  as  long  as  I  desire.  Iliere 
is  one  other  reason  I  would  name:  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  one  other  committee,  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  have  much  labor  to  perform.  1  hopef 
therefore,  that  the  House  will  nave  no  hettlancy 
in  excusing  me  from  service  upon  this  cofnuuttM. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.JoiDi%<ui 
was  excused. 

Mr.  GORMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
fiven,  to  supply  the  state  of  Indiana  witli  the 
eficiency  in  former  grants  of  lands  for  the  use  of 
the  State  University;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and,  with  certain  nnerno- 
nals  upon  the  files  of  the  House,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

KOSSUTH  ACIAUr. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  ariced  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduoe  a  joint  reeohitioD  pro- 
viding that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statss,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  give  Louis  Kossuth  a  cordial  welcome  to 
the  capital  of  the  country;  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Pxes^ent 
of  the  United  States. 

Objection  was  made  by  several,  and  the  reeohi- 
tion  was  not  introduced. 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE  presented  die  memo- 
rial of  the  widow  of  G.  H.  McKee,  which  was 
referred  to  the  CommiUee  of  Claims;  the  petition 
of  E.  H.  Taylor,  which*  was  rderred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  the  petition  of 
Thomas  L.  Judge,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  QJaims;  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Thomas  P.  Dudley,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions;  and  the  petition  and  pa- 
pejts  of  Josiah  P.  Pilcher,  which  were  refenrea  to 
the  Committee  on  MiKtary  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Rezin 
C.  Martin  and  eighty-neven  others,  protecting 
sgainst  the  employment  of  Chaplains  byCoDeresa 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  on  constitutional 
grounds;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judicickry 
Committee. 

Mr.  BISSELL  presented  the  petition  of  M&rr 
Prettyman  for  allowance  of  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions.  . 

Mr.  BISSELL.  J  also  present  the  petition  of 
Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton,  for  remuneration  bm  dis- 
coverer of  etherization.  I  wish  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  in  this  case  the  petitioner  represents 
himself  to  have  been  the  first  person  whodemon- 
itmted  by  actual  eaqMiimsttt  the  fact,  that  ike 
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HiiMktion  of  snlphurie  etber  rendered  the  human 
body  insensible  to  pain  during  surreal  operativna. 
I  would  state  to  the  House  mat  it  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  importance;  and  I  .ask  that  a  select 
QBfBmittee  of  €Te  be  appointed  to  take  it  in  charge. 
The  motion  vas  agineed  to,  and  die  Chair  was 
cghofized  to  appoint  the  comtniltee. 

Os  motion  by  Mr.  RICHARDSON  it  was 
QrrikrcdL  Tliat  tbe  petition  and  papers  of  Nicholas  BoH- 

«te  wl^dnurn  from  the  files  uul  reftrred  to  the  Cou- 

ftttt  on  PabUc  Landbi. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  Illinoifl,  and  Mr.  YATES 
4  IfiiDoia,  presented  petitions  of  certain  registers 
ci  reoeiTers,  asking  compensation  for  locating 
oiiary  land  warranta;  which  were  referred  to 
teCcHBmitteeon  PuUic  Idnds. 

Qa  motion  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Massa- 

daetla,  it  waa 

>j^Bi,  That  tbe  petition  of  Daniel  Bampson,  pcaytng 
r*f  on  »ceo«nt  of  bUadBeoi.  broaght  on  bjr  expoaare 
lAMte  tfte  aerrfce  of  the  United  Stales,  as  a  caolker  in 
Si  AiTT,  be  taken  fhm  the  fUes,  and  refenvd  to  die  Com- 
■BM  «B  If  atval  AAlra. 

BIr.  HALL  and  Mr.  MILLER  presented  sev- 
ol  acmoriala  from  the  State  of  Missouri;  which 
Toe  sppropratehr  referred. 

MrTjOHNSOJN ,  of  Arkansas,  mored  that  the 
flime  adjourn;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

On  BMdon  by  Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
(Mrre^  Tlmt  cestato  papers  in  relation  to  James  Me- 
\3&  ad  rhailrs  Foumaa,  be  taken  fh>m  the  files  of  the 
BottR,  and  lefcared  to  flie  Committee  of  Claima. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

Oirikv^  Ttet  ih«  petition  and  papers  of  Moore  and  Haa- 

^AM  taken  Crom  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to 

te  CasBUBiitee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  STUART,  by  tuianimous  consent,  intro- 
fand  a  btB«  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
^rea,  granting  to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right 
i  W9J  and  a  donation  of  public  lands,  fofr  the 
;$9strt2ction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of 
Sl  Mary,  in  said  State;  which  was  read  a  first 
sM.  aecoad  time  by  i^  title,  and  referred  to  the 
CtaRmtice  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P^^fM AN  presented  a  tneiiiotial  fVom 
eenata  regie^ers  and  receivers,  asking  for  compen- 
for  nenricea  in  locating  bounty  land  war- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Mr.CABQ^v  of  Florida,  by  unahimotis  con- 

A  bDI,  of  whicn  previous  notice 

,  granting  the  right  of  way  and  raa- 

of  lajad  to  the  States  of  Florida  and 

^  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad 

of  the  Pensacola  Bay,  in  Florida, 

,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Alabama,  and  for 

'.'vlu^  was  read  a  first  and  second 

^Oe^oil  referred  to  ^e  Commitiee  on 
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CB88f05'  or  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr,  CABELLf  of  Florida,  asked  the  unoni- 
e/*  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
zead  for  information,  bb  IbllowB, 


Ihe  Coinnrittee  on  Public  Laa^s  he  in- 
i«art^  to  iaqoire  ialo  tbe  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
9b»  in  wkirk  tbey  He,  alternate  sections  of  ike  pablie 
luds  alnof  tbe  line  of  mil  raitroaAs,  to  constniet  which 
r— laaii  ■  1iav«  V«a  dutrlered  hy  the  i^egislatiires  ef  amsh 
ftaas,  t9  «i  in  ^te  eoostractiea  of  said  railroads. 

Mr.  SWEETSEfi  objected,  and  the  resolntion 
maot 


/ 


Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HOWARD,  it  was 
(kitndy  That  tlie  following  petitions  be  taken  fVnni  the 
ftcvefibe  B«me, aad  referrod  as  Indicaled  below,  viz: 
is  wtftina  of  Harrn  aod  McCnllocb  to  tbe  Committee  on 
*e  rat  OflBce  and  Poet  Roads;  the  petition  of  Maurice  R. 
flfattaas  loilM  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions;  the  peti- 
fisMsr  Csiytate  A.  Barbel,  John  Huff,  and  G.  W.  Davis, 
to  die  CaaHDiiBae  oa  Military  Affairs ;  the  petitiona  of  WQ- 
isai  lUiaadHi  and  Clmrlea  Pin  to  the Ooamntlea on  the 


Mr.  CLARK|  by  onanimous  consent,  intro- 
loeed  the  foUowin^  bills,  of  which  previous  notice 
M  been  given ;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second 
toae  by  their  titlM,  end  riferred  to  the  Commillee 
m  Pofolie  LaiKto,  wixi 

A  bfll  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to  the 
Sbite  ef  Iowa,  ibr  die  parnose  of  aiding  said  State 
■  the  oonatmetion  of  railroads  from  UubtMine  to 
Kft^oek,  and  firom  Davenport  to  the  Miisottri 
Bver;  and 

A  bffllbr  the  relief  of  the  preiHaaption  olaknanls 
•f  the  land  apon  which  the  towns  or  Fort  Madison 
■sd  Duiliaaton,  in  iowa,  are  aituated. 

Mr.  I^RKt  by  fwtaaimotw  cenaaiti  lnlrt>dQced 


a  bill«  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
to  provide  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  loca- 
tion of  military  bounty  land  warrants,  and  the 
entry  of  lands;  which  was  read  a  first  atid  second 
time  by  its  tide,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publie  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HENN,  the  following  joint 
resolutions  of  tbe  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  were  onlered  to  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  respective 
committees  to  which  they  were  heretofore  referred: 

A  joint  resolution  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River 
Rapids,  on  the  Mississippi  river; 

A  joint  resolution  asking  a  donation  of  lands  to 
actual  settlers; 

A  joint  resolution  for  establishing  a  land  office 
at  Fort  Des  Moines;  and 

A  joint  resolution  respecting  saline  lands;  aiui 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
curing fVom  the  United  States  a  compensation  for 
services  and  expenses,  in  defending  a  portion  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  against  the  un- 
lawful claim  to  the  exercise  of  autnority  by  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HENN,  it  was 
Orim-edf  That  document  No.  900,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativea,  (Treasury  Department,)  of  the  first  seseion 
89th  Congress,  tniether  with  tbe  aeconipanyiaf  papers,  be 
taken  from  the  Ales,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pah- 
Uc  lARds. 

Mr.  HENN  asked  leave  to  ofTer  a  resolution; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  viz : 

AatoJeed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUrs  be  in- 
stnicted  lo  inquire  faitn  the  expediency  of  reoccupying  Port 
Kearny,  near  the  mouth  of  Platte  river;  or  of  esMbUshiiig 
a  new  military  post  at  nome  point  on  ihfi  Miseonri  river,  for 
the  protection  of  the  western  frontier  of  tke  Btate  of  Iowa 
fVom  Indian  depredations. 

Mr.  HENN  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  military  post  at 
the  source  of  the  Humboldt  nver. 

Mr.  8WEETSER  objected,  and  the  resoltition 
waa  not  received. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  th&i  presented  by 
Messrs.  Marshall  of  California,  and  McCorklb. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California,  by  unanimous 
consent,  inti^uced  e^  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  to  create  a  board  of  commission- 
ers for  the  examination  and  payment  of  claims 
against  the  United  States  arimng  out  of  the  con- 
quest of  California;  which  waa  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AfiViirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAULKNER,  it  was 

Orier^d^  That  sundry  petitions  of  eitisens  of  Virginia, 
asking  that  tiie  military  Hsmtem  now  in  force  in  the  armories 
may  be  abolisfaed,  and  tbat  tbe  said  armories  may  be  placed 
under  eivil  superintendence,  be  lalten  from  tlie  files  of  the 
House,  and  refbrred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  VENABLE  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  North  Carolina  against  the  employment 
of  Chaplains;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  LAWS  AND  PUfiUC  ADVERTISfiMENTS. 

Mr.  SMART,  by  imanimoiw  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
eiven,  to  regulate  the  jpublication  of  the  laws  of 
Qie  United  States,  and  of  tbe  public  advertisemeitts; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  tide; 
when 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J0N£S,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

PROSECUTION  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  SMART,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  to  prohibit  the  prosecution  of  claims  against 
3ie  United  States  by  headsof  Departments,  Sena- 
tors, and  Representatives  in  Congress,  duiing  the 
term  of  their  respective  oflkes;  which  having  been 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 

Mr.  S.  asked  that  it  might  oe  put  upon  its  pas- 
aage.  

Sir.  CARTTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  is  tolerably  broad.  We 
are  all  in  the  habit  here,  orfttleaatIam,of  attend- 
ing to  every  claim  which  our  constihtents  may 
send  us  against  the  Government  in  any  of  the 
Departments,  or  before  Congress.    I  have  never 


received,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  first  cent  of 
compensation  for  such  services.  Now,  this  is  a 
question  which  requires  some  investigation,  per- 
haps legislation,  and  I  will  go  as  far  as  that 
gentleman  or  any  other  gentleman,  to  prescribe 
penalties  of  the  severest  character  against  members 
of  Congress  who  may  or  shall  prosecute  claims 
against  the  Government  for  pay.  But  a  bUl 
should  be  so  guarded  as  not  to  prevent  others 
from  attending  to  the  legitimate  demands  of  their 
constituents  against  the  Government.  I  think 
that  we  cannot  here,  at  this  time,  properly  guard 
and  frame  a  bill  to  efifect  these  objects.  I  nope, 
therefore,  that  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  some 
appropriate  committee — ^perhaps  Uiat  of  the  Judi- 
ciary would  be  the  most  proper  one. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  a 
similar  nde  of  this  House  in  relation  to  one  officer 
of  the  House  at  least,  providing  that  he  shall  not 
prosecute  any  claim  agamst  the  Government;  and 
there  is  a  penalty  affixed  to  that  ride.  That  officer, 
it  is  true,  is  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  House; 
but  for  one,  I  have  no  idea  of  permitting  men  high 
in  station  to  go  impunished,  and  visit  penalties 
upon  the  acts  of  subordinate  officers.  I  think  the 
country  calls  for  such  a  law  as  this.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jobws]  to  refer,  and  I  think  he 
will  conctir  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  such  an  act 
should  bepassed  by  Congress  as  this  bill  contem- 
plates. Everybody  knows  the  enormous  amount 
of  claims  that  have  been  presented  of  a  certain  de- 
scription. Everjrbod V  knows  the  amount  of  con- 
tingent fees  that  gentlemen.  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, have  obtained  in  prosecuting  these 
claims.  Senators  and  Representatives  become 
interested  in  these  claims  to  an  extent  almost 
equal  to  the  original  claims;  and  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  that  requires  legislation.  Why,  you  have 
upon  yotir  statute-book  a  prohibition  that  no  mem- 
ber ot  Congress  shall  make  a  contract  with  this 
Goveniment,  and  yet  you  see  Senators  and  Rep- 
sentatives  taldng  here  f  75,000  as  contingent  fees 
to  obtain  a  claim  against  this  Government.  I 
have  nothing  more  to'  say  upon  this  subject  now, 
and  move  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Smart]  one  question:  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  any  member  of  the  last  Congress 
has  received  a  fee  for  prosecuting  claims? 

Mr.  SMART.  Not  at  all.  I  did  not  mean  to 
iq>ply  my  remarks  to  any  member  of  this  House, 
but  rumor  and  tlie  press  of  the  country  say  that 
Senatora  have  received  the  enormous  amount  of 
j|f75,000  for  a  single  fee.  I  hope  that  the  matter 
may  l)e  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  report, a  bill. 

The  bill  waa  so  rdferred. 

PUBUC  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  present  a  resolution  for  obtaining  some 
information,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  inquire  if  the  call  for 
petitions  has  been  gone  through  with? 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  yet. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  object,  and  call  for  the 
regular  business. 

Mr.  SMART.  The  informaUon  which  I  call 
for  is  very  important,  and  needs  to  be  before  Con- 
gress at  an  early  hour. 

Several  Membehs.    Read  it;  read  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  House,  and  is  as  follows: 

Reaohedy  That  tlie  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
communicated  to  tbis  House,  tbe  wbole  amount  expended 
by  the  General  Government  in  each  State  and  Territory 
since  the  year  1789.  for  forts,  arsenals,  armories,  navy- 
yards,  docks,  Ugbt-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  piers,  and  all 
Eublic  buildings,  including  cost  of  sites,  and,  as  near  as  can 
e  sbown,  the  amouot  expended,  including  grants  of  land, 
in  each  Btate,  for  all  works  of  intonial  improvement,  and 
the  probable  amount  that  it  will  cost  in  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory to  complete  such  forts,  arsenals,  armories,  navy- 
yards,  docks,  light-boHses,  beacons,  buoys,  piers,  public 
buiidiags  and  works  of  internal  improvements  as  are  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  now  remain  unfinished.  Also,  tlie 
whole  expenditures  already  incurred,  or  by  law  contempla- 
ted, for  all  public  bulMings  and  all  local  objects  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Also,  tbe  whole  amount  expended  by 
the  Government,  iaduding  ^e  probable  amount  to  be  ex- 
pended in  virtue  of  exisUng  laws  for  all  the  oMects  above- 
named.  Also,  the  amount  expended  in  each  State  and 
Territory  in  (be  removal  of  the  Indians,  including  the 
ameunt  paid  to  said  Indians  for  vacating  lands  in  each 
State  and  Territory  aforesaid ;  and  the  cost  of  each  Indian 
war  since  1796,  designating  the  tribes  or  natioas  with  whirh 
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yrt  have  been  at  war,  and  the  State  or  Territory  to  which 
•aid  tribes  or  nations  belonfed  while  at  war  with  the  United 
States;  and  also,  the  whole  eipenditures  of  the  General 
Government  since  the  year  1789  among  the  Indians  for  all 
other  purposes,  designating  the  amoant  of  expense  in  each 
State  and  Territory.  Also,  the  amount  ofmoney  furnished 
for  side  and  disabled  seamen  in  each  State  since  1788,  and 
the  amouot  of  pensions  and  land  warrants  granted  to  citi- 
sens  of  each  State  since  tlicyear  1799  aforesaid. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  departmenta,  with  the  aid 
of  fiAy  clerkB,  could  not  nimish  that  information 
by  the  end  of  this  session.  He  therefore  objected , 
and 

The  resolution  was  not  received. 

KOSSUTH  AGAIN. 

Mr.  DOTY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  given,  tenderinf^ a  welcome 
to  Louis  Kossuth,  and  making  an  appropriation 
Co  defray  the  expenses,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ORR  objected;  and  the  resolution  was  not 
iatroduoed. 

Mr.  DURKEE  presented  a  petition;  which  was 
appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  PRICE,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
entitled  **  A  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  cases  of  sickness  or  other  dis- 
ability of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,'  ap- 
proved July  29,  1850;*'  which  was  read  a  first  and 
secoiKi  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of 
the  rule,  and  that  is  to  call  through  the  States  for 
petitions.  Gentlemen  whose  States  have  been 
passed,  cannot  go  back  and  bring  up  their  cases 
a§ain. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  just  read  was  re- 
ceived by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JONES.    It  was  objected  to  over  here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  hear  any 
objections. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  information  of  a  local 
character. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr,  JONES.  I  move  that  the  House  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  that  the  message 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  may  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  would  not  be  in  order.  The 
call  of  the  States  for  resolutions  would  be  the  next 
business  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  HBNN :  A  bill  to  revive  and  continae  In  force 
the  provifdons  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  grantina  tire 
years*  half- pay  to  certain  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 
n^^n  commisKinned  officers,  mutdcians.  and  privates,  both 
reaularsand  volanteers,"  approved  February  33, 1849. 

By  Mr.  BISSBLL :  A  bill  niakinK  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
•everal  States  of  Uie  Union,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane. 

By  Mr.  EVANS  :  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
Ibr  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

PETITIONS,  fcc.' 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  lie.,  were  presented 
under  the  nil^  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  commiuees : 

By  Mr.  BRlGGS :  The  petition  of  Mathews,  Wood  h. 
Hall,  (br  compensation  (br  losses  incurred  in  building  the 
cnstom-houi>e  at  New  York,  owing  to  tlie  fkilure  of  the 
Gnvemnient  to  comply  with  their  part  of  the  contract,  lie. 

By  Mr.  AIKRN  :  A  petition  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Swedish  brig  Ulrica  to  that  of  Gtiwan,  and  (br  a  regiMer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AIKEN,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Cant.  John  Ba- 
ker Rogers  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  memorial  of  James  B.  Moore, 
Israel  Lawrence,  Henry  D.  Goodman  of  Ohio,  and  John 
H.  Diehl  of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  associates,  asking  the 
Government  to  enable  them  to  establish  a  regular  Une  of 
mail  steamers  fVom  California,  or  Oregon,  to  China. 

By  Mr.  TUCK :  The  peUtion  of  W.  H.  Y.  Hacket,  Rob. 
ert  Rice,  and  others,  praying  for  the  erection  of  beacons 
and  buoys  in  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

By  HENRY  D.  MOORE :  The  memorial  of  Horatio  N. 
Crabb,  praying  fbr  allowances  withheld  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Bernard  Henry,  prajing  for  the 
payment  of  a  balance  due  him  fh>m  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  I 


By  Mr.  BRAGG :  The  petition  of  Hugh  W.  Wormley, 
praying  for  a  pension. 
Also,  the  peUtion  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell,  praying  for  the 

Biyment  of  damages  for  the  breach  of  a  contract  by  the 
oveniment,  and  aeisure  of  property. 

By  Mr.  RIDDLE:  The  memorial  of  sundry  citiaens  of 
Delaware,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  establish  certain 
buoys  in  the  Delaware  Bay. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  The  petition  of  Robert  Milligan,  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1613,  for  an  increase  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS :  The  peUtion  of  Robert  L.  Ganis ; 
also,  the  petition  of  James  S.  Mitchell,  one  of  the  volun- 
teers, praying  Confess  to  so  change  the  late  Bounty  Land 
law,  that  a  meritonous  class  of  volunteers  may  be  ^vided 
for. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Hugh  W.  Wormley.  praying  for  a 
pension ;  also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  or  Robert  Henry 
Dyer,  praying  for  a  pension  on  account  of  bis  services  dur- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain ;  also^  the  petition  of  John 
H.  B.  Rolls,  praying  compensation  mr  a  horse  and  saddle 
converted  to  the  public  service  in  the  Florida  war. 

By  Mr.  SCUERMERHORN :  The  petition  of  Amos 
Knapp.  praying  for  a  pension ;  also,  the  petition  of  George 
S.  Cladin,  praying  for  a  peiwion;  also,  the  petition  of  Da^ 
Bell,  praying  for  the  payment  of  his  share  of  the  pension 
granted  to  the  heirs  of  Jesse  Bell,  deceased. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  petition  ot  William  H.  Top- 
ping, for  ser\icea  as  Secretaryto  the  Commission  appointed 
to  iiivesitigRte  the  aflkirs  of  the  New  York  Custom- House. 

By  Mr.  M  EACH  AM :  The  petition  of  Henry  McLaugh- 
lin ;  also,  of  Harry  Hajgate,  of  Milton,  Vermont. 

By  Mr.  WALSH :  "Hie  memorial  of  Samuel  Collins,  of 
Baltimore,  in  relation  to  Mexican  indemnity;  also,  the 
memorial  of  Dawson  Phenix.  a  passed  midshipman  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  praying  tne  reimbursement  of  certain 
traveling  expenses  incurred  by  him. 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN:  The  petition  of  Araham  Pettin- 
giil  for  pension  from  September,  1834,  to  December,  1850. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Eliza  Merril,  widow  of  James  Mer- 
ril,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  SCUDOER :  The  petition  of  Seth  CroweU,  and 
others,  for  a  breakwater  at  Dennis,  Massachusetts. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Briggs,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
a  Mint  in  the  city  of  New  York  be  withdrawn  (torn  the  files 
of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  BROOKS  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Industrial  Congress  of  New  York,  remonntratine 
a^nst  propoeed  amendments  to  the  bounty  land 
bill,  the  reading  of  which  was  as  follows: 
To  ike  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Honte  of  Repreeentativei 
in  Congreu  a*$emhled: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent :  That  they  were 
appointed  a  committee  of  the  Industrial  Congress  of  New 
York,  to  memorialize  your  honorable  bodies  against  any 
amendment  of  the  most  recent  bounty  land  act,  passed  at 
the  session  of  M9-'50,  giviiig  to  the  soldiers  of  the  wars  of 
our  country  certain  quantities  of  land,  upop  conditions  of  a 
personal  and  bona  fide  entry  of  their  claims^  unless  so  to 
amend  such  act  as  to  make  more  stringent  its  provisions 
and  render  absolute  settienient  and  improvement  of  their 
grants  a  condition  precedent  to  a  titie  ft-ora  Government ; 
or,  in  the  event  such  conditions  mi|tht  become  onerous  to 
some  foiriy  entitied  to  tiie  consideration  of  the  people  and 
the  beneficence  t)f  Government,  the  substitution  of  a  money 
bounty  in  lieu  of  land,  would,  in  the  estimation  of  your 
memorialists,  meet  both  the  approbation  of  the  people  and 
the  merits  of  the  case,  and  furnish  no  cause  of  censure  ex- 
cept to  tiiat  class  of  men  that  In  everv  country  speculate 
upon  the  necessities  of  the  race,  and  deliberately  forecast 
the  increase  of  popnlati<Mi  and  the  demand  for  land  likely 
to  accrue  fVom  such  increase  vrithin  a  given  period,  and 
then,  as  deliberately  antedate  its  possession,  with  a  view  to 
enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  while  scat- 
tering them  over  tenfold  the  area  of  ground  they  can  profit- 
ably improve,  either  for  their  individual  benefit  or  the  wel- 
fare of  the  eomraunity  in  which  they  may  reside,  or  of  the 
country  at  large ;  while  they  at  the  same  time  withhold 
from  sale  all  choice  locations,  all  mines,  streams,  the  best 
land,  the  forests,  coal-beds,  and  every  spot  likely  to  become 
the  future  sites  of  commercial  marts,  with  a  view  still  fur- 
ther to  rendertributary  to  them  those  wliom  necessity  drives 
to  the  outskirts  of  civilization  for  bread  and  employment, 
or  for  the  means  to  attain  that  independence  of  position 
which  constimtes  the  aim  and  the  worthiness  of  the  Demo- 
cratic citizen  and  the  progress  of  the  age. 

Your  memorialists  conceive  the  rights  of  every  citizen 
are  infringed  upon,  where  the  lands  of  a  country  are  im 
providentiy  sold  to  those  who  seek  them  not  for  personal 
use  and  occupation,  and  that  the  duty  of  dll  Governments 
to  the  people  which  they  represent,  is  to  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  soil  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  by  any  and  all  means 
in  their  power,  and  much  more  may  tncy  claim  at  the  hands 
of  lAeir  Government  that  wise  and  humane  forethoughted- 
ness,  tiiat  shall  leave  no  excuse  to  the  citizen  for  holding  in 
contempt  the  laws  and  institutions  he  is  presumed  to  under- 
stand, and  to  have  himself  created  or  consented  to. 

The  parent  or  trustee  of  an  estate  that  should  so  manage 
his  trust  as  to  give  to.  or  pennita  few  of  its  heirs  to  monop- 
olize its  benefits,  to  tne  exclusion  of  the  vastly  larger  body 
of  Ukmc  entiUed  to  the  inheritance,  or  that  would  blindly 
encumber  such  estate  by  anticipating  its  revenues  to  squan- 
der upon  fovorites,  or  in  illusory  speculations  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  fiiture,  law.  Justice,  and  common  sense  would 
equally  condemn  and  subject  to  punishment  or  public  cen- 
sure, and  vour  memoriabsts  conceiving  the  relation  your 
honorable  bodies  bear  to  tiie  people  and  to  them,  the  same 
in  essence  as  that  which  constitutes  the  parent  and  trustee, 
would  claim  at  your  hands,  for  the  benefit  of  the  race,  and 
of  the  American  people  espiecially,  tuch  laws  in  relation  to 
the  future  disposal  of  the  public  lands  of  our  country  as 
shall  most  tend  to  compart  settiements  of  the  people  upon 
them  and  focilitate  the  establishment  of  common  schools, 
canals,  roads,  and  every  other  desirable  improvement  of 
the  ages  present  and  proepective— a  result  mat  cannot  b« 


reached  and  that  seems  not  to  be  desired  by  those  vrtfto  w 
tiupw  open  to  speculators  lajids  ostensibly  devotcMl  to 
payment  of  die  soldier  for  services  rendered  to  thn  ccmxj 
while  deeply  inftinging  the  ri^ts  of  others  and  Uie  pi 
interest.  % 

Your  memorialuta,  in  concloaion.  would  observe  tba 
public  mind  is  ripe  for  the  occasion  and  opporauiilt 
setUe  the  unsold  lands  of  the  Union.  That  the  spirit  wl 
animated  our  fhthers  of  the  Revolution  has  revived  fron 
exhatistioii  of  that  and  the  later  wars  of  the  RefMtbiic, 
undej-  the  better  educational  auspices  of  the  time*,  ia  d* 
mined  to  conquer  its  liberties  anew,  and  wrest  rrom 
grasp  of  monopoly  and  money,  (which  should  mt  mil  ti 
be  the  servant,  not  master  of  the  people,)  that  mrtiich 
fathers  denied  to  the  laws  of  primogeniture  and  entsUf . 
would  your  memorialists  omit  to  observe,  that  tl%e  con 
Uon  of  the  public  mind  is  against  the  principle  oif  ^wma 
bountv  lands  alone  to  the  soldiers,  not  beeanse  they  are 
the  soldier's  due,  but  because  he  seldom  reap*  bat  a  cnc 
of  the  benefit  intended  by  such  grants,  and  because  tbe  j 
of  honest  toil,  upon  whom  the  burdens  and  ezpenae«  o< 
wars  mainly  fhll,  is  denied  an  equal  claim  to  reward 
the  world's  esteem,  by  the  distinction  raised  in  ttie  pre 
ence  given  to  the  men  bearing  arms  only.  The  public  laj 
acquired  as  they  are  by  Imposts  upon,  and  by  the  toll 
the  people,  should  cease  to  be  the  sport  of  chance  aad 
property  of  those  who  make  the  soildier's  n«1t#  ibe  f 
tence  for  their  avarice  and  predetermined  iiiteBCi«>n  to  b 
in  subjection  to  their  aggrandizement  the  labors  and  incre 
of  the  population  of  the  country;  and  the  Government  t 
tolerates  and  the  peofrie  that  submit  to  that  Invasion  of  a 
rights,  and  that  neglect  of  duty  which  springe  fWMn  a  i 
nnpoly  of  land,  however  produced,  can  have  oeitlier  a  J 
claim  to  the  titie  of  dAiocratic,  nor  be  entitled  to  the 
plause  of  history  or  of  mankind.  Your  memorialiats,  the 
fore,  solicit  that  no  change  be  made  in  our  existing  born 
land  laws,  tonding  to  increase  qiecitbuion  in  tlie  put 
lands. 

WM.  J.  YOUNG,) 

BENJ.  PRICE,     }  Com,  Ini.  Co^gre- 

Industrial  Conoacss,  Naw  York,  Dec  6,  1851. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  December  11,  1851. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Maine,  appeared  in  his  sea 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  additional  documeni 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Hugh  W.  Dobbin 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
sions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Richard  M.  Johnson,  praying  remtmer^uon  fot 
losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  his  un 
pressment  into  the  service  of  the  iTnited  States,  ai 
a  pilot,  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico;  which  vai 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memorial  of  Wi] 
liam  A.  Duer,  aaministrator  of  WilliAtn  Duer 
deceased,  praying  the  pajrment  of  a  balance  da 
to  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  on  a  contract  for  sop 
plying  rations  to  the  army  tmder  General  St 
Clair,  in  the  year  1791;  which  was  referred  to  Uk 
Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  Qeoigi 
Talcott,  late  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
complaining  that  injustice  has  been  done  him  in 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  by  which  he  wm 
dismissed  the  service,  and  prayinf  that  the  Senate 
will  investigate  the  proceedings  or  the  cooit  be{^ 
acting  on  the  nomination  of  the  person  appoinled 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  he  doubted  whether  the  memfr 
rial  should  be  presented  in  executive  or  open  sfl» 
sion,  but  on  consultation  with  older  Senators,  hi 
was  advised  that  the  latter  was  probably  the  ht^ 
mode  of  presentation.  He  asked  that  it  be  iaJi 
on  the  table,  without  reference  for  Uie  preseal 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit 
ants  of  Fort  Winnebago,  Wisconsin,  praying i 
grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  of  the  militarj 
reservation  at  Fort  Winnebago,  to  aid  in  the  ifli 
provement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers;  whm 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands* 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizeos 
New  Hampshire,  praving  tne  establishment  of  < 
mail  route  from  Pitts&eld  to  Farmington  Dock,! 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  CommitCH 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  \ald  before 
Senate  a  communication  of  Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
companied  by  a  description  of  the  colonial  depox 
encies  of  Japan,  witn  a  plan  for  opening  **^' 
empire  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  moved  that  thecommtl^ 
nication  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PrintinrJ 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  a  motion  to  print  M 
made,  it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.        { 

Mr.  GWIN  said  it  was  a  matter  of  considembl^ 
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Mpoctancc,  and  therefore  he  moTed  to  refer  it  to 
tkc  Commiiteie  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  know  %hat  the  wishes 
sf  ike  memonaiiat  are;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the 
|pnnJ  tenor  of  the  letter,  that  if  the  memorial 
M^  to  go  to  any  committee,  it  should  be  to  the 
OMmittee  on  Commerce.    I  moTe  to  refer  it  to 


Mr.  6WIN  remarked  that  he  had  desired  to 
■fer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  but  after 
fefae  bad  a  conference  with  its  chairman,  he 
ikcmpkt  it  was  not  the  proper  reference.  He  with- 
ircv  the  amotion. 

Mr.  HAMLiLN.  I  had  a  conference  with  the 
Sesiator  from  California,  in  relation  to 
So  ^  as  I  understand  it,  it  is  a  ques- 
lis  which  properly  belongs  to  the  Committee  on 
Amgn  Relations,  and  not  to  the  Committee  on 
fiiiifirf  I  understand  the  object  of  the  com- 
■isiisfinn  to  be  to  make  certain  suggestions  as 
to  ^  beat  method  of  opening  relatioiis  with  the 
Crovemroent,  ttie  ports  of  which  are  now 
sgainst  us.  While  the  matter  is  one  of  a 
rhat  commercial  character,  yet  in  all  the  in- 
draft and  subsequent  steps  which  may  be  taken, 
it »  ose  eminently  connected  with  the  foreng;n  re- 
lifioss.  I  therefore  think  the  motion  made  by  the 
8Bttior  &om  California  was  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  certainly  have  no  disposition 
t»  pre  any  particular  direction  to  this  paper.  I 
kandty  know  what  it  contains.  But,  as  far  as  I 
VIS  tbie  to  understand  from  the  reading  of  the 
Itoer,  it  seemed  to  me  to  treat  entirely  of  the 
SMss  of  enkir^inff  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
I  iifce  it  that  it  i>elong8  to  commercial  affairs. 
But  if  the  geatleman  himself,  or  any  one  else,  de- 
■ra  it  to  go  Co  a  particular  committee,  I  have  no 
BbKcuoa. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    I  suppose  this  is  the 

iaewaaeatj  or  a  part  of  the  document,  on  which 

we  had  once  **  the  battle  of  the  books,"  between 

Ifa*  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foote]  and  a 

Scsator  from  Missouri,  now  no  longer  a  member 

0(  this  body,  [Mr.  Bknton.]    I  supposed  it  was 

lhit;sBd  I  supposed  that  it  would  oe  a  proper 

QM^eirr  ^  (^  Committee  on  Printing  to  deter- 

■BtvhMher  it  should  be  printed  or  not.    I  am 

tpiMt  the  priating  of  these  documents  without 

ihecBonnatiOD  of  a  committee;  I  therefore  moved 

ttM  itkamut  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  6W1N.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
fireai  Iowa  that  the  question  be  divided. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  aeree  to  it  at  once. 
Ikaow  nhal  it  is.  Let  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
uosica  oa  C«UBierce,  and  the  question  of  printing 

CO  io  the  Conaosiet  on  Printing. 
Mr.  HAMLUS  .   I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa 

vil  widldnw  ihe  Jitter  part  of  the  motion,  for 

thm  sapie  reme,  if  the  communication  goes  to 

asy  tmmdmg  coaimittee,  that  committee  will  in- 
vast^saie  the  auuter,  and  will  be  better  able  to 
jaiga  of  chejnopriety  of  printine  it  than  the  Com- 
■race  on  Pnnting.  1  apprehend  it  is  not  expected 
t&at  the  Committee  on  Printing  should  investi^te 
the  Merits  of  every  question  presented.  If  obli£;ed 
10  do  that,  they  sertainly  could  discharge  no  other 
iaty.  I  think,  therefore,  the  simple  question  of 
rrfacnce  should  be  made,  and  let  the  question  of 
pnatiiir  be  determined  subsequently. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  yield  to  the  sugges- 
tioQ  of  the  Senator. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
Bittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
A.  Christian,  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  praying  to 
he  allowed,  in  the  statement  of  his  accounts,  cer- 
ttto  payments  made  to  officers  on  board  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  steamer  Princeton,  holding  acting  ap- 
pwataaeats;  which  was  referred,  with  the  papas 
ao  file,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Aadcrson,  son  and  heff  of  Thomas  O.  Anderson, 
fefffssed,  late  of  the  Navy,  praying  pavment  of 
the  priie  money  due  his  father  as  one  of  the  cap- 
toctaf  the  fri|^ate  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred 
I*  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  of  Thos. 
FcBiber,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren- 
'end  as  a  Purser  in  the  Navy;  which  was  referred 
W  the  CoDimittee  on  Naval  Affiuis. 

FAPKR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

•r  Rsbett  M.  Htmllloa,  aa 


the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  Uie  Coannittee  on  For- 
eign Relatinot. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  T.  P.  McBlair,  on  the  fllee 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 

fUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  widow  of  Qeoritc  R.  C.  Floyd  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Abraham  L.  Knickerbock- 
er, on  the  fllee  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  FenaiODi*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Thomeon  Hutchinson,  and 
the  petition  of  Barbara  Relly,  on  the  fUee  of  the  Senate,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordertdf  That  the  petitkui  of  Daniel  Winslow.  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of^Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordtr^t  That  the  papers  relative  to  the  claim  of  Thomas 
M.  Taylor,  on  the  files  of  tlie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afikirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  the  papers  on  file  relating  to  the  daim  of 
Francis  P.  Stockton,  a  Purser  in  the  Nary,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AfHurs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  file  relating  to  the  claim 

of  F.  P.  Stockton,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs.  

Mr.  PRATT  submitted  an  additional  document 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Mary  Williams;  which, 
with  her  petition  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  l)y  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Mackall,  the  peti- 
tion of  Bryan  Callagban,  and  the  petition  of  the  heini  of 
Robert  Sewall,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims ;  that  the  memorial  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Rinaldo  Johnson  and  Ann  E.  Johnson,  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  G.  Mackall,  the 
memorial  of  Benedict  J.  Heard,  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  letal  representatives  of  William  Somerville,  and  the 
memonal  of  Hodges  h  Landsdale,  on  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  the  memorial  of  Elizabeth  Monroe,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Feu- 
dons. 

N0TICV8  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  MILLER  eave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bUl  giving  further  reme- 
dies  to  patentees. 

Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  Board 
of  Accounts. 

Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of 
1^1  in  relation  to  cutting  timber  on  the  public 
lands. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  repealing 
a  joint  resolution  approved  March  3,  1845,  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever  any 
State  shall  or  may  be  in  default  of  the  payment  of 
interest  or  principal  on  investment  in  its  stocks  or 
bonds  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust,  to  retain 
certain  moneys  to  which  said  State  is  entitled,  for 
the  purposes  there  in  named. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  agreeably  to  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  panting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  dona- 
tion of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  the  city  of  Milwaukie  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BADGER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  oring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  M.  K.  Warrington  and  C.  W.J.  Shubb, 
executors  of  Capt.  Lewis  Warrington  and  others; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  aereeably  to  previous  notice 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mason,]  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  pensions  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  FISH,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
Mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Mr.  WALKER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  military  reser* 
vation  at  Fort  Winnebago,  in  that  State,  to  aid  in 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin rivers;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  agreeably  to  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinf  in  the 
following  bills;  which  were  read  a  first  ana  second 
time,  aira  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands: 

A  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Richard  Cheyney  and 
others;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chariea  Melrose. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  and  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  *'An 
act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  public  oflicers,  and  others,  who  may  ha^e  re- 
ceived moneys  arising  from  military  contributions 
or  otherwise,  in  Mexico,"  approved  March  3, 
1849;  which  was  read  a  first  ana  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  agreeably  to  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  procure  a  revision  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
and  also  of  the  statutory  laws  in  force  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary. 

Also,  a  bill  erantmg  a  pension  to  Sally  T. 
Floyd,  widow  of  Greorse  C.  Floyd,  late  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  hj  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  U.  also  obtained  leare  to  have  the  papers 
on  file  in  relation  to  this  case  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  re- 
vive a  portion  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  widows 
of  deceased  soldiers;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  b)r  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB,  asreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Devlin;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  tlis 
relief  of  William  Richardson  and  others;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AiTairs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Badger]  is  not  in  his  seat,  I  move  thai 
when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  there  being  on  a 
division — ayes  16,  noes  17. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  it  will  be  entered  on 
the  Journal  by  whom  the  motion  was  made.  I 
should  not  like  it  to  ^o  out  to  the  country  that  I 
inade  it  and  that  it  failed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Retolvedf  lliBt  the  Committee  oq  Coramere«!  ba  instnicti- 
•d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  \aw»  in 
relation  to  alien  and  other  passengcra  no  board  of  vemeU^ 
■o  as  to  secure  more  effectuaUy  the  penaltiee  for  the  viola* 
tlon  of  0uch  lawt. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 

resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 

consent,  and  agreed  to: 

R—oUed,  That  theSeeretary  of  War  be  directPd  to  com' 
monicate  to  the  Senate  the  report  of  the  aorvey.  eati  mates, 
lie.,  of  a  route  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Big  Bend  or  Red  river » 
maoe  under  the  direction  of  the  Topographical  Bureau  by 
Captain  Joshua  Barney. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  the  followin|^ 

resolution  for  consideration: 

Jtesolvad,  That  the  Committee  ftn-  the  District  of  Co^ 
himbia  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency,  and  probable  cost,  of  straightening,  sradiof^ 
and  paving  Pennsylvania  avenue  ftom  Seventeenth  street 
west  to  Georgetown  ;  the  ereodon  of  a  oermanent  bridga- 
across  Bock  Creek,  from  the  termination  of  Pennsylvania  av- 
enue, to  intersect  witli  Georgetown ;  the  building  of  a  sewer 
of  suitable  dimensions  ft>r  draining  Pennsylvania  avenue 
from  Seventeenth  to  Twentieth  rtreets  west;  the  extension 
of  gas  U^U  along  the  line  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  lyora 
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Seventeenth  street  west  to  0«orf«town;  wi  increase  of  tfie 
AuxiUory  6uard,uuderanew  fl>ttein  of  organisation,  suffi- 
cient to  make  them  an  efficient  boily;  of  surolying  the  city 
with  pnre  water  fh>m  the  Great  Fails  of  the  Potomac ;  and 
the  extension  of  a  Hne  of  gas  lighto  from  the  bridge  albre- 
aaid  to  High  street  in  Geoipetowii,  and  thence  aloag  said 
street  to  its  western  terminatioa. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  All  theee  subjecU  were 
brought  before  the  Senate  by  a  variety  of  memo- 
rials which  I  presented  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  These  memorials  are  on  file,  and  I 
luiTe  been  requested  to  bring  the  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  a^in.  I  have  thought  best 
to  do  so  by  the  resolution  of  inquiry.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  adopt  it,  and  then  1  will  move  to 
take  from  the  files  the  petitions  on  the  various  sub- 
jects embraced  in  it,  that  they  may  be  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  object  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  at  this  time.  1  do  not  do  so  because 
of  any  objection  to  the  resolution  itself;  but  I  have 
a  resolution  b^ore  the  Senate,  upon  which  I  am 
anxious  to  have  its  action;  and  it  will  not  come  up 
at  all  durinff  the  session,  if  every  other  resolution 
is  discussed,  as  it  is  presented,  and  adopted. 

COLONEL  TALCOTT. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent : 

Re$olvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  in 
June  and  July  last,  upon  the  trial  of  Georce  Talcott,  Colo- 
nel of  Ordnance  and  Brigadier  General  by  brevet  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States;  and  of  the  testimony  taken  be- 
fnre  the  said  court :  together  with  the  Anding  and  sentence 
•f  the  court,  and  the  approval  thereof  by  the  President. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  shall  vote  against  that  resolu- 
tion, for  this  reason  :  Various  aUempts  have  been 
made  in  the  Senate  to  obtain  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceeding of  court-martials  upon  private  soldiers 
and  sailors  even  when  they  have  been  put  to  death, 
and  the  Senate  has  refused  to  interfere.  It  refused 
to  call  for  the  proceedings  of  the  trial  of  sailors 
who  were  put  to  death  on  board  the  Somers. 
And  last  session  I  made  application  to  call  for  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court  by  which  some 
private  soldiers  in  a  fort  at  Portsmouth  were  sen- 
tenced to  wear  iron  collars  with  prongs  around 
them,  and  balls  attached  to  their  reet,  for  twelve 
months.  I  could  never  get  it.  Private  soldiers 
and  sailors  may  be  subjected  to  the  most  infernal 
and  horrible  torments  which  can  be  devised,  and 
applications  to  the  Senate  to  call  for  tlie  proceed- 
ings in  their  cases  are  refused.  If  we  do  not 
interfere  to  protect  the  private,  I  am  opposed  to 
interfering  for  the  officer.  But  as  soon  as  an  ofll- 
cer  is  tri^  we  have  orders  for  publications  that 
would  outnumber  the  padres  of  the  Bible.  For 
these  reasons  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  would  su^st  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  who  introduced  this  resolution,  that 
tliere  is  perhaps  some  unnecessary  language  in  it. 
We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  that  a  call 
for  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  was  neces- 
sarily a  call  for  the  evidence  and  everything  in 
those  proceedings. 

Several  Senators.    It  does  no  harm. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  admit  that  it  does  not. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  think  this  case  is  one  in  which 
we  ought  to  have  the  papers,  because  it  will  come 
up  before  the  Senate  in  another  form.  A  nomina- 
tion has  to  be  made  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Colonel  Talcott.  If  I  under- 
stand the  case  properly,  it  is  important  that  we 
should  have  the  papers,  and  the  sooner  we  get 
thera  the  better. 

Mr.  S  EWARD.  I  have  a  single  question  about 
this  resolution  which  I  will  propose  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  who  are  wiser  than  I  am: 
whether  it  ought  not  to  be  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  instead  of  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  >  I  suppose  that  the  sending  of  such 
papers  here  is  a  question  ltd  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President.  I  would  ask  my  colleague  to  consent 
to  nn  amendment,  substituting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Secretory  of  War,  and  put- 
ting in  the  qualification,  **  if  consistent  with  the 
public  interest." 

Mr.  FISH.  I  have  no  objecti(ni  to  such  an 
amendment,  if  it  is  necessary.  I  understand, 
however,  that  the  resolution  is  now  in  the  form 
usual  for  calls  upon  heads  of  Departments.    I 

S resume  the  Senate  is  perfectly  competent  to 
irect  a  Secretary  to  transmit  such  papers  as  it 
may  deem  necessary  for  its  own  enlightenment 
with  regard  to  the  business  which  is  to  come  be- 


I  fore  it.  The  memorial  which  I  presented  this  | 
morning  contemplates  some  further  action  by  the  i 
Senate  m  the  case  of  Colonel  Talcott.  For  that 
action  the  proceedings  of  this  court  will  become 
essentially  necessary.  They  are  voluminous,  and 
it  will  take  some  time  to  prepare  them.  We 
know  not  when  the  Senate  inav  oe  called  upon  in 
another  capacity  to  act  upon  the  case.  I  believe 
the  resolution  is  in  the  form  usual  in  such  cases. 
If  it  be  not,  I  will  consent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  would  say  to  my  colleague 
that  learned  Senators  around  me  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  resolution' 
to  substitute  the  President  for  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  to  insert  **  if  consistent  with  the  public 
interest." 

Several  Senators.    Oh,  no. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Brioht,  on  the  dth  instant,  was  called  up  for  con- 
sideration: 

Retohed,  That  the  following  shall  be  a  standing  rule  c€ 
Senate,  to  wit : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  8erf•ant-a^Anu^  the 
Doorkeeper,  and  AislHtant  Doorkeeper,  shall  be  cboeen  on 
the  3d  Monday  of  the  present  Congicss.  (first  session  of  the 
dHAf)  and  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  first  session  of 
every  succeeding  Congress. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  resolution;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Mr.  President,  if  I  recol- 
lect aright,  that  rule  was,  after  consideration  by 
the  Senate,  repealed,  upon  a  view  of  the  incon- 
venience which  resulted  from  frequent  removals 
of  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  Senate,  I  really 
would  desire,  before  I  can  give  my  vote  in  favor 
of  this  resolution,  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
this  change  is  proposed.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  character  of  this  body  to  elect 
its  ministerial  officers  every  two  years.  The  re- 
sult of  the  operation  of  that  rule  would  be  to  de- 
prive the  Senate  of  the  benefit  which  is  received 
from  the  experience  which  the  persons  filling 
those  offices  have  in  relation  to  its  proceedings.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  Presiding  Officer  who  does 
not  frequently  find  a  great  ben^t  from  referring 
to  some  of  those  officers  with  regard  to  senatoriiu 
proceedings.  1  hope  that  however  much  or  how- 
ever little  we  may  regard  precedents  in  other  cases, 
we  shall  adhere  to  precedent  in  this  case^  I  am 
unwilling,  for  myself,  to  encounter  the  risk,  by  a 
biemiial  election,  of  depriving  the  Chair  and  the 
Senate  of  the  experience  of  officers  who  have 
served  for  a  consiaerable  time  in  their  respective 

E laces.  It  is  the  less  necessary  to  adopt  this  rule, 
ecause  we  have  the  power  at  any  moment,  by  a 
resolution,  to  dismiss  any  one  of  these  officers 
who  may  act  improperly,  and  supply  his  place  by 
the  election  of  another.  These  are  my  views.  If 
there  be  any  sood  reason  for  the  change,  for  the 
restoration  of  what  was  found  inconvenient,  I 
shall  listen  to  it  with  pleasure.  As  at  present  ad- 
vised, I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  have  oflfered  this  resolution 
without  being  at  all  influenced  by  the  considera- 
tion who  are  now,  or  may  hereafler  be  the  officers 
of  this  body.  The  tenure  by  which  these  subor- 
dinate offices  are  now  held  establishes  a  principle 
anti-republican  in  its  character,  and  calling  for 
such  cnange  as  harmonizes  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise generally.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  stiking  at  tKe  present  incumbents,  or  as  seeking 
to  revive  the  old  rule  in  order  to  displace  any 
particular  one  of  them.  If  I  am  so  understood,  I 
am  misunderstood.  It  is  the  tenure  by  which 
they  hold,  it  is  the  principle  involved,  that  I  am 
striking  at. 

A  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  shows, 
that  at  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-first  Con- 
gress (rule  49)  was  passed,  which  rule  required 
tnat  the  officers  of  this  body  sliould  be  elected  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration. At  the  close  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress, 
an  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  no  longer  a 
member  of  this  body,  (Colonel  Benton,)  moved 
a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  repealing  the 
49th  rule,  thus  continuing  the  present  mcumoents 
without  limitation.  Had  my  attention  been  called 
to  this  subject  then,  I  should  have  opposed  the 
measure.  Thus  the  matter  has  rested  until  this 
time,  many  of  us  admitting  that  it  is  a  very  anti- 
democratic feature  in  our  organization,  and  one 
that  ought  to  be  corrected,  but  ail  agreeing  the 
task  of  qndertaking  it  would  be  a  most  t|uuud' 


one,  and  in  all  probability  result  in  the  moyer  in'* 
curring  the  displeasure  of  those  now  in  plaee. 
But  be  this  as  w  may,  and  as  much  as  I  voald 
regret  to  have  the  performance  of  that  which  I 
regarded  as  a  public  duty  lead  lo  such  a  remit,  I 
cannot  be  deterred  by  any  such  consideratiofli  fix>m 
acting  and  speaking  out. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  neverheard  any  Hdiafite- 
tory  reason  given  for  abrogating  the  49Ui  rule. 
It  ifl  said  that  Senators  reheve  themselyes  from 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  saying  yem  or  no  to 
apidicaiMs  who  present  their  names  mr  our  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  these  office;  ihsit  it  is 
a  full  and  satis&ctory  answer  to  all  oar  constitu- 
ents who  seek  these  lucrative  offices,  to  say,  Sir, 
we  have  dii^sed  of  them  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  present  incumbents,  and  therefore  it  is  unne- 
cessiuy  for  me  to  waste  time  discussing  the  meriu 
of  your  claims,  d«.  Now  permit  ma  to  oav  tins  is 
all  wrong.  These,  like  other  pkkMB  of  poolic  em- 
ployment, should  be  left  open  for  disposal  at  stated 
perHxU,  thus  enabling  the  incoming  Senators  at  the 
opening  of  each  Congress  to  aid  in  making  a  choiee 
of  the  officers  of  the  body  in  which  they  are  to 
serve,  and  giving  every  good  citizen  an  opportonity 
of  sharing  in  whatever  of  honor  or  profit  bekmgs 
to  such  statioBS.  I  do  not  mean  by  what  I  have 
said  to  be  understood  as  advocating  the  prin^pie 
of  rcMatton  in  office.  Where  we  obtain  the  services 
of  gentlemen  possessing  peculiar  qualification  for 
the  offices  they  are  chosen  to,  and  the  public  ser- 
vice woiUd  be  promoted  by  their  oonttnuance,  I 
would  say,  contiime  them;  but  continue  thera 
according  to  the  forms  and  usaffss  of  a  popular 
ipovemment,  and  hot  during  goMl  behavior,  as  it 
is  called,  which  is  nothing  less  than  the  grant  of  a 
Ufe-estate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  regret  that  I  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  voting  against  any  changs  in  this 
rule.  I  regret  to  diner  from  my  learned  friend 
from  Indiana;  but  I  shall  not  vote  for  any  chaj^ 
at  thii  time.  I  do  not  want  to  see  the  Senate  al 
this  s6nion,  at  all  events,  turned  into  a  kind  of 
electioneering  hall.    I  think  it  is  exceedingly  im- 

firudent,  let  me  tell  my  honorable  fiiend  from 
ndiana,  to  introduce  this  subject  at  this  session. 
After  the  general  election,  and  after  we  have  as- 
certained the  result  of  that  election,  we  may  com- 
mence a  general  disturbing  of  officers  everywhere. 
But  I  think  this  is  a  very  bad  time  for  the  Demo- 
crats to  commence  to  disturb  the  Senate.  For 
one,  I  shall  not  do  it  just  now.  I  am  not  prepared 
for  it.  It  seems  this  aims  at  a  general  revolution. 
I  perhaps  might  unite  with  the  gentleman  if  he 
should  mtroduce  a  resolution  to  remove  a  psrtiefi- 
lar  officer.  Perhaps  I  might;  but  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should.  If  that  be  the  objea,  I  should  like 
to  see  it  come  in  that  way.  1  say  again,  I  hope 
the  g^tleman  will  reflect  that  this  is  not  a  rery 
auspicious  time  to  commence  a  thing  of  this  kiai 
in  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  It  was  the  condu^g  remark 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Briort')  wbtdi 
announced  to  me  the  principle  which  actuated  him 
in  bringing  up  this  resolution.  Up  to  th«it  time  I 
had  not  understood  what  that  principle  was.  Nov 
I  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator,  tnat  there  is  no 
sueh  principle  involved  in  the  present  practice  of 
the  Senate.  The  principle  to  which  he  objects  is, 
that  any  officer  under  our  institutions  should  have 
his  office  as  a  life  estate.  There  is  no  life  estate 
in  the  ministerial  offices  of  the  Senate.  You  can, 
by  a  resolution,  remove  the  incumbents  at  once. 
Iney  hold  their  ofiices  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Sen- 
ate* They  are  the  occupants  of  their  places  at  our 
will.  Certainly,  if  there  be  any  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  any  officer,  a  resolution  for  his  removal 
would  induce  an  inquiry.  He  would  be  funiished 
with  the  means  of  answering  any  allegations  made 
against  him.  But  by  this  process,  if  it  is  intended 
to  afiect  the  actual  incumbents,  they  are  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  offices  and  condemned  unheard. 
Tliey  are  to  be  removed,  divested  of  their  present 
tenure  of  office,  and  depend  upon  their  capacitiss 
to  obtain  the  votes  of  Senators  to  be  restored.  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  though  these  officers  hold 
their  places  at  our  will,  yet  the  Senate  ia  a  body 
holding  itself  responsible  to  the  country  for  acting 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and  no  oS- 
cer  should  oe  removed  who  faithfully  discbarges 
his  duty.  If  there  be  a  single  individual  now  in 
the  employ  of  the  Senate  who  has  failed  in  the 
dischaige  of  his  duty,  I  will  cheerfully  unite  with 
I  sny  9eqalor  in  his  remorsl  open  proper  crideocs. 
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,  Bat  I  reitcnite  vhat  has  been  affirmed  bv  the  Sen- 
from  lUinoie,  that  it  really  does  look  like  can- 
.  iitf  for  the  offices. 

Bfr.  ilAXtE.  I  have  endearoftd,  in  my  hamble 
■Inhere,  to  move  consistently.  I  hare  usaaUy  looked 
wt  for  the  prirates.  1  understand  this  resolntion 
■liiBed  at  the  privates.  If  it  is  insisted  upon  I 
dbH  be  compelied  to  more  to  insert  the  Presiding 
Ofteer  of  this  body  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  those 
rfcjjrs  to  be  elected.  I  am  not  willing  to  bsrin 
«tbe  bottom.  I  want  to  begin  at  the  head  of  the 
chs{iier.  I  shaH  rote  against  the  resolution;  but  if 
itii  pressed  I  shall  more  my  amendment.  I  need 
sot  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  nor  to  any  member 
sf  iUb  body,  that  I  am  influenced  only  by  a  desire 
Is  cany  .out  a  great  principle.  I  think  if  that 
inopie  applies  to  one  it  should  apply  to  all. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
fiema*  fMr.  Bbiuubn,]  and  the  honorable  Sen- 
Mr  from  Illinois,  fMr.  SenELDt,]  reason  upon  this 
luhjut  as  thoueh  1  were  striking  at  particular  offi- 
an  of  this  body.  I  hare  announced  that  I  did 
att  eeek  or  desirs  a  change  of  the  rule  in  order  to 
rmtk  any  pariieular  officer.  If  either  of  those 
8«sto(a  suppose  that  I  am  striking  ataparticular 
aficcr  he  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
l»  fzplaa  ?  I  hare  not  made  the  slightest  sug^ 
fHdoo  chat  he  was  acting  through  any  such  mo* 
fefc.    I  know  he  is  not. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  eaid,  when  ftrst  up,  that  my 
«kjeet  was  to  reifistate  a  rule  that  had  been  orer 
tMrty  yeoiw  m  operation,  and  one  that  is  in  uni« 
toD  tod  bannony  with  the  principles  of  the  Ghr- 
omMSt  under  which  we  legislate. ' 

icsBUot  refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise  at 

dtt  apposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ilh- 

etit,  [Mr.  SaiBi^f.]    I  had  erery  reason  to  sup- 

ptM  that  the  principle  sotight  to  he  established  by 

i3im  reM^hition,  would  hare  found  an  adrocate  in 

tin;  but  inscead  thereof,  he  seeks  rather  to  weaken 

wf  prapeaitioo,  by  alleging  that  my  motion  is  an 

■uprsdcnt  one,  and  not  ah^gether  well-timed.    I 

IB  St  a  lass  how  to  interpret  the  language  of  the 

^BBorabte  Senator.     Certainly  there  is  nothing 

wnftBprodent  in  askinf^  the  Senate  to  declare 

tet  WnaAer  thwy  will  cJect  their  officers  every 

tvo  yiBi,  thma  abrogating  the  law  of  Kfe  estates 

ip  «§tn  of  thin  boay.    Certainly  it  is  not  ill- 

timei  here  or  anywhere  else,  under  a  republican 

hrm  d  ^oYemment,  to  adrocate  and  declare  in 

isTor  of  so  sound  a  political  principle  as  the  one 

•ot^t  to  be  eecaUiabed  by  this  resolution.    In 

tWv  qC  ^  po&iical  changes  in  this  Government, 

md  the  ^kftv  iiroecription  that  has  characterized 

^  pftKBi  kmoBstration,  I  think  there  is  some- 

ihisg  iae  cor  piiMnal  friends  wherever  we  have 

thepovw;  sad  if  te  present  incumbents  are  de- 

servuw  Ae  soppert  sf  the  party  in  the  ascendant 

Jkert,  mer  hsvemxhtog  to  fear  from  the  reinstate- 

I  have  offered  the  resolution  because  I  believe  it 
ngkL  I  defend  it  because  of  my  determination  to 
penak  so  wesmiie  from  any  quarter  to  influence 
nrfpefitiea!  action,  and  if  voted  down  now  shall 
nsev  It  vhenever  parliamentary  order  permits. 

A  word  ia  reply  to  the  motion  and  speech  of 
the  honoiabie  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Hu^]  He  mores  to  include  the  President  ''pre 
>yn^  ia  the  Hst  of  officers  to  be  elected.  I 
ym  veatore  to  advise  him  to  bring  up  that  as  an 
JMfpfndf  III  pn>nosition.  It  is  not  germane  to  the 
^wAioo  before  tne  Senate.  That  officer  is  chosen 
■lier  a  constitutional  enactment,  and  the  tenure 
ef  Us  office  depend^t  on  something  higher  than 
t  ncre  rale  of  U»e  Senate.  I  hope  he  wMl  not  per^ 
■It  ia  his  HMitfon  to  amend,  but  allow  us  to  vote 
oa  the  lesetution  as  it  is. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  fhmi 
Mma  [Mr.  BaioBf]  seems  disposed  to  get  back 
te  fsmer  usages  agsin:  to  stand  neper  anHqwu 
^  of  the  Senate.  So  do  I;  and  I  suppose  that 
i^ruleofthe  Senate,  as  it  BOW  exists,  is  that  very 
wae  rule  under  which  the  Senate  was  originaHy 
wpBiksd.  I  sgree  with  the  honorable  Senator, 
All  it  is  perfectly  proper  that  etery  le^lative 
My,  at  its  ofganisation,  should  choose  its  own 
•ines.  B«i  wffl  he  tell  me  when  the  Senate  has 
«*w  been  orgaaiEed  since  the  ffrst  Senate  met? 
When  hM  there  ceased  to  be  a  Senate  ?  At  what 
fmoi  did  a  new  Senate  commenee  ?  At  what  mo- 
Mat  is  the  paat  hiatonr  of  this  body  was  it  with- 
«t SB  organization^  wr,  under  the  Constitution, 
'  atMngtairesplaie^inihlilbodyasa  new  U 


organization.  When  the  Senate  commenced  its 
proceedings,  it  appointed  its  officers  according  to 
the  nature  of  its  own  constitution,  and  not  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution  of  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress, and  so  it  proceeded  for  many  years. 

But  I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  inquiries  of  that 
kind,  but  would  suggest  to  the  Senate  this  consid- 
eration: The  rule  wmch  it  is  now  sought  to  rein- 
state, had  existed  for  a  number  of  years.  During 
the  last  Congress  a  Senator  from  Missouri,  not 
now  a  member  of  this  bodv,  [Mr.  Bevton,]  of- 
fered a  resolution  to  rescind  the  rule,  and  return 
to  what  had  been  the  practice  of  this  body  from 
the  beginning.  We  all  recollect  when  tliot  resolu- 
tion was  introduced,  that  it  was  adopted  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  this  body.  Not  one  word 
was  said  against  it.  What  is  the  inference  ?  We 
must  suppose,  as  no  one  objected,  that  all  were  in 
favor  of  it.    If  everybody  was  in  favor  of  it  then, 

Eermit  me  to  inquire  why  it  is  that  any  should 
ave  changed  their  opinions  since?  If  it  was 
proper  to  restore  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  when 
Mr.  Benton  was  a  member  of  this  body,  what  has 
happened  since,  what  facts  have  been  developed, 
what  discoveries  made,  what  secrets  transpu'ed, 
which  should  lead  us  now  to  wish  to  undo  what 
was  then  done  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
body?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  occupy  a  very 
unenviable  position  before  the  country,  if  we  adopt 
this  resolution.  When  Mr.  Benton  proposed  the 
restoration  of  the  old  practice,  no  man  opened  his 
mouth  against  it,  and  yet  now  we  are  told  that  a 
high  principle  requires  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion. It  must  be  inferred,  then,  that  what  was 
done  commanded  unanimous  consent,  because  at 
that  time  either  all  of  us  were  so  ignorant  that  we 
could  not  discover  the  great  principle  involved,  or 
all  so  timid  that  none  of  us  objected  to  his  propo- 
sition.   I  hope  the  resolution  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I  believe  the  princi- 
ple involved  is  a  sound  one,  and  that  the  practice 
to  which  it  tends  is  equally  sound.  I  regard  the 
present  rule  as  substantially  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple of  life  offices.  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution 
without  any  reference  to  who  are  to  fill  the  offices, 
or  whether  there  shall  be  any  change  in  them  or 
not.  That  will  be  a  question  to  be  determined 
afterwards.  But  I  do  believe  that  the  true  principle 
is  to  have  a  fixed  time  at  which  the  office  is  to  ex- 
pire and  an  election  to  be  gone  into;  and  in  order 
to  establish  that,  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution. 

With  re£;ard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  I  could  not  see  that  there 
was  much  force  in  it.  I  presume  that  the  reason 
why  there  was  no  opposition  made  to  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  alluded  to,  was  that 
it  came  up  in  the  morning  business,  when  it  was 
not  known  what  was  the  pending  question.  If 
I  had  known  of  it,  I  should  not  have  voted  for  it; 
and  the  same  I  believe  to  be  true  with  regard  to 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  also.  But  whether  that 
be  BO  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  The 
question  is,  Whatirthe  true  practice  of  the  Senate 
as  re^uds  this  question?  Believing  that  the 
sound  practice  is  to  have  a  fixed  term  of  office,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  a  new  election  is  to  take 
place,  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  will  add  one  word  to  what 
has  been  said  by  my  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Badskr.]  I  regard  these  officers  as  holding 
their  places  by  a  tenure  at  our  pleasure,  and  also 
as  holding  them  during  good  oehavior.  I  say 
that  the  subordinate  officers  of  this  Senate  should 
not  be  removed  so  long  as  they  discharge  their 
duties  properly.  That  is  my  opinion.  1  differ 
from  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Bright]  en- 
tirely, in  saying  that  offices  of  this  kind  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  contention  and  strife.  An 
officer,  like  our  Secretary  and  those  who  are 
associated  with  him ,  should  be  almost  as  stationary 
as  the  records.  I  like  to  have  them  associated  to- 
gether. I  shall  therefore  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  the  propo- 
sition, resulted — ^yeas  30,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Kfeesrt.  Bradbury,  Bright,  Brodbead,  Csss, 
ClMM,  Dodce  of  Wiseonain^  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Dowriai, 
Downs,  Felca,  Foote  of  MiasiMippi,  Giria,  Hamlin,  Han- 
ter.  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Nonis,  Sumner,  Walker,  and 
Wmtcomb— 90. 

NATS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badeer,  Berrien.  Borland, 
Btttier,  Clarke,  Davis,  Dawson,  nsh,  Foot  or  Vermont, 
Oever,  Hale,  MlUer,  Morton,  Penrce,  Pratt,  Rbett,  Seward, 
Sbleldsi  Snuthy  Spnumce,  Stockloa,  Upham,  and  Wade 
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So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  now  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  resolution;  and  I  move  that  that 
motion  lie  on  the  table.  I  am  not  aJtogether  satis* 
fied  with  the  vote  which  I  gave.  I  wish  further 
time  for  consideration.  Therefore  I  move  to  re- 
eoBsider  the  vote,  and  ask  that  that  motion  lie  on 
the  table.  If  it  is  laid  on  the  table,  I  presume  it 
can  be  taken  up  at  any  time  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  think  proper. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  If  I  understand  the  matter, 
the  effect  of  laying  on  the  table  of  the  motion  to 
reconsider  will  be  to  cUnch  the  matter  against  the 
power  of  reconsideration.  The  universal  practice 
m  the  House  of  Representatives  is,  that  after  a 
measure  is  passed,  a  motion  is  made  by  some  of 
its  friends  to  reconsider  it,  and  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table,  which,  if  agreed  to,  prevents  the  body 
touching  the  question  again. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  does  not  con- 
sider that  to  be  the  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  practice  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  is  because  in  the  other  House 
it  requires  a  two  thirds  vote  to  take  any  subject 
from  the  table.    Here  it  only  requires  a  majority. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  I  understand  the  rule,  not- 
withstanding you  may  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table,  any  Senator  may,  to-morrow,  move  to 
change  the  rules  of  this  body  to-morrow.  We 
cannot  be  precluded  by  any  motion  of  this  kind 
from  any  exercise  of  any  power  belonging  to  the 
body. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  object  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  is,  I  suppose,  to  reach  the 
subject  at  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session.  If 
the  process  of  repentance  has  already  conunenced 
in  his  mind,  I  hope  it  may  continue  until  it  shall 
reach  that  point  tnat  a  sense  of  justice  will  permit 
him  to  support  the  proposition.  I  hope  that  a  re* 
consideration  will  take  place  at  some  future  day, 
and  that  the  rule  will  be  reinstated.  I  shall  vote 
with  the  honorable  Senator  under  that  impression. 

The  motion  to  lav  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table  was  agreed  to. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  forty-five 
ballots  had  been  cast,  of  which  number  twenty- 
three  was  necessary  to  a  choice;  of  which — 

Rev  C.  M.  Butler  received 25 

Rev.  Mr.  Gallagher 12 

Rev.  Dr.  Junkin 4 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley 3 

Rev.  C.  W.  Rodier 1 

45 
The  Rev.  C.  M.  Butlir  was  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  Chaplain  of  the  Senate  for  the  present 
session. 

RECEPTION  O?  KOSSUTH. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 

special  order,  being  the  resolution  submitted  by 

Mr.  Seward,  in  these  words: 

R9$olvtd  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repreaentativei  of 
ike  United  state$  in  Congreu  oieen^Udy  That  the  Con- 
freM  of  the  United  Statea,  in  the  name  and  in  bebniroftlMi 
people  of  the  United  States,  five  to  hnnia  Kossuth  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  the  capital  and  to  the  country  ;  and  tliot 
a  copf  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Pres- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea. 

When  the  resolution  was  under  consideration 
yesterday, 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  said:  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly to  feel  constrained  to  say  aomething 
more  in  defence  of  myself  and  in  explanation  of  the 
attitude  which  I  occupj  2h  connection  witli  this 
truly  delicate  and  painful  affair.  But  several 
remarks  have  fallen  tnis  morning  from  the  h*ps  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clem- 
BNt]  which  compel  me  to  throw  m3rself  again 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  a  few  min- 
utes, whilst  I  endeavor  to  shield  myself  against 
that  repr^ension  to  which  it  is  most  apparent  I 
must  stand  exposed  should  I  remain  silent  under 
the  strictures  to  which  1  have  been  so  unexpected- 
ly, and  I  will  add  so  undeservedly,  subjected. 
Sir,  it  is  most  true  that  I  am  the  author  of  the 
resolution  which  has  been  read  in  our  hearing  this 
momin?  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama, 
under  the  authority  of  which  the  illustrious  cham- 
pion of  Hungarian  iVeedom  and  independence 
was  invited  to  our  hospitable  chores,  and  made  for 
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a  season  the  g^est  of  the  nation.  It  is  equally  true 
that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
tliis  renowned  personage  was  a  prisoner  in  char^ 
of  the  Turkish  Government,  and  that  the  main 
object  which  I  had  in  view  in  urging  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  to  procure  the  liberation 
of  Kossuth  and  his  companions  in  captivity,  and 
to  secure  to  them  a  permanent  asylum  in  this 
country,  where  the  liberty  of  which  they  had  been 
cruelly  despoiled  in  their  native  hemisphere  might 
be  restored  to  them  once  more.  It  is  also  true, 
sir,  that  this  resolution  did  not  at  all  contemplate 
the  least  indelicate  or  intrusive  intermeddling  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
with  the aflfairs  of  continental  Europe.  It  never  en- 
tered into  my  head  for  a  moment  that  this  move- 
ment could  in  the  least  degree  embarrass  or  com- 
promise our  international  relations,  or  commit  this 
Kenublic  to  the  multiplied  hazards  of  a  bloody 
and  exhausting  war  with  the  despotic  powers  of 
the  Old  World.  I  expected  Governor  Kossuth 
and  his  associates  in  imprisonment  to  be  brought 
in  one  of  our  national  vessels  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  to  be  allowed  to  become  participants  with 
ourselves  in  the  multiplied  blessings  which  a 
bounteous  Providence  has  vouchsafed  to  the  hap- 
py millions  who  inhabit  this  fair  land.  Our  reso- 
lution did  express  sympathy  for  those  in  behalf 
of  whom  it  was  drawn  up  and  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress; 
but  it  did  not  express  more  sympathy,  I  am  sure, 
than  was  felt  by  the  whole  body  of  our  citizens, 
and  was  but  faintly  typical  of  that  extraordinary 
outburst  of  affectionate  regard  and  admiration 
with  which  this  remarkable  man  is  destined  to 
be  received  in  every  part  of  our  wide-spread  Re- 
public that  may  hereafter  be  honored  with  his 
presence.  I  have  already  stated  once  or  twice, 
and  I  will  again  state,  that  I  did  not  originate 
the  resolution  introduced  by  me  in  the  begin- 
ning of  our  present  session,  and  afterwards  with- 
drawn because  of  the  vehement  opposition  which 
I  saw  it  was  to  encounter  here,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining;  a  little  additional  notoriety,  or  even  be- 
cause I  nad  myself  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
any  particular  form  of  reception  by  Congress  was 
indispensably  necessary.  Indeed,  I  should  never 
have  connected  myself  with  the  affair  at  all,  but  for 
the  fact  that  the  gentleman  who  discharges  with 
such  marked  ability  the  duties  of  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  present  time  did  me  the  honor  of  call- 
ing my  attention  to  the  subject  a  day  or  two  before 
the  commencement  of  our  session,  and  ur^ed  upon 
me  the  propriety  of  bringing  forward  a  joint  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  reception  of  Governor 
Kossuth  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  Sir,  it 
is  not  as  a  political  ally  that  I  refer  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster at  present,  and  surely  not  in  the  spirit  of 
mere  partisan  opposition.  The  occasion  is  one,  in 
my  judgment,  far  above  all  mere  party  or  personal 
considerations.  But  censured  and  carped  as  I  am 
in  consequence  of  the  part  which  I  have  thought 
proper  to  act,  under  monitions  from  so  high  a 
quarter,  I  will  say,  that  no  one  who  knows  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  is  familiar  with  tlie  attri- 
butes which  adorn  his  character  as  a  public  man> 
can  suppose  it  possible  that  he  could  have  coun- 
8elle<l  a  movement  calculated  in  the  least  d^ree  to 
compromise  our  international  relations.  When  I 
first  proposed  to  the  Senate  the  resolution  offered 
by  me,  1  distinctly  stated  the  fact,  that  I  acted  under 
the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  his 
name  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  move- 
ment with  the  knowledg^e  and  consent  of  that  gen- 
leman  himself.  Now,  sir,  this  is  no  fitting  time  or 
place  for  the  delivery  of  a  personal  eulogy  upon  the 
accomplished .  statesman,  jurist,  and  orator,  to 
whose  special  promptings  I  have  thought  it  not 
improper  for  me  to  yield,  touching  a  transaction, 
all  the  bearings  of  which,  whether  domestic  or 
foreign,  I  could  not  doubt  his  capacity  fairly  to 
appreciate;  especially  did  I  deem  it  discreet  to 
conform  my  action  to  his  counsels  upon  this  very 
delicate  subject,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  discnarging  the  functions  of  a  high  office 
under  the  Government,  the  incumbency  o£  which 
necessarily  enabled  him  to  take  a  more  extended 
view  than  any  other  man  of  all  our  international 
relations,  and  qualified  him,  above  all  men  living, 
to  determine  as  to  the  precise  mode  in  which  the 
various  Departments  of  the  Government  should 
receive  the  distinguished  guest  of  the  nation  at  the 
nation's  capital.  Sir,  I  have  said  that  I  should 
deliver  no  eulogy  on  Mr.  Webster.     He  needs  | 


none  at  my  hands.  His  fame  fills  the  civilized 
world,  and  his  name  has  become  a  terror  to 
tyrants  throughout  Christendom.  Indeed,  I  could 
not,  perhaps,  declare  all  the  admiration  which  i 
feel  for  this  gentleman's  hi^h  powers  and  gracious 
qualities,  without  giving  rise  perchance  to  some  ' 
suspicion  that  1  was  about  to  become  the  special 
supporter  and  advocate  of  his  claims  to  higher 
ofiicial  honors  than  he  has  yet  enjoyed.  Not  being 
willing  to  incur  the  risk  of  an  imputation  which 
might  embarrass  my  existing  relations  with  the 
members  of  that  great  political  party  with  which 
I  have  long  had  the  honor  of  holding  a  firm  and 
affectionate  alliance,  (relations,  too,  wnich  no  man 
could  value  more  highly  than  I  doO  and  not 
feeling  authorized,  as  a  member  of  the  Unionparty 
of  my  own  beloved  State,  at  present  absolutely 
to  commit  myself  in  regard  to  the  complex  ques- 
tion of  tr^  shall  be  eUeUd  Prendenl  in  18522 — I 
shall,  without  saying  more  in  praise  of  New  Eng- 
land's gifted  son  myself,  bring  forward  a  witness 
in  his  behalf  whose  eloouent  voice  has  been  often 
heard  in  this  grand  Hall  of  national  consultation, 
and  whose  manly  advocacy  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  Union  during  that  fearful  struggle 
which,  I  hope,  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  will 
command  for  his  winded  words  of  fervent  energy 
a  more  than  patient  hearing  from  those  whom  i 
behold  before  me  and  around  me  upon  this  grave 
occasion.  Mr.  Choate,  the  other  day,  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  spoke  thus  of  Mr.  Webster,  m  connection 
with  the  uncertain  and  tumultuous  condition  of 
the  general  affairs  of  the  world  at  the  present 
moment: 

*<  How  unsettled  i«  that  world,  what  clouds  and  darkness 
rests  on  its  future  of  the  next  four  years,  you  all  appreciate. 
It  seems  as  if  tlie  prerogatives  of  thrones,  and  the  rights  of 
man,  and  the  hoarded  up  revenges  and  griefs  of  centuries, 
were  unsheathing  for  a  conflict,  in  which,  as  in  the  apoca- 
liptic  vision,  blood  shall  flow  to  the  bridles  of  the  hordes ; 
in  which  the  clock  of  time  shall  be  found  to  have  struck 
another  hour ;  in  which  one  age  of  the  race  shall  pass  away 
forever;  In  which  society  itBelf  is  to  be  tried  by  fire  and  ; 
steel,  whether  it  be  of  nature  and  of  God,  or  no. 

"  In  such  a  conflict  have  we  nothing  to  fbar?  Has  not 
the  whole  expanse  of  the  Atlantic,  since  Washington  put 
forth  tiis  proclamation  of  neutrality ,  not  the  least  of  bis  titles 
to  a  pure  as  well  as  brilliant  fame,  has  it  not  contracted,  as 
it  were,  to  a  band's  breadth?  That  same  cross  sea,  ttiat 
confluence  of  all  winds  and  waves,  through  which  the  great 
pilot  scarcely  steered  the  ship  of  state,  is  there  no  danger 
that  this,  that  worse  tJian  this,  will  strain  our  Aistenings 
and  rend  away  our  sails,  and  carry  our  masts  by  the  board .' 
Shall  any  seamanship  but  the  highest  hold  the  helm  in  such 
a  prospect? 

<*  Who  does  not  see  bow  diflicult  and  delicate  a  part  the 
New  World  may  have  to  act  ?  To  observe  neutrality  stead- 
(hst  and  impartial,  yet  maintain  our  rank  and  f^lfiJI  our  mis- 
sion as  the  successful  Republic,  whose  sound  has  gone  into 
all  nations ;  to  keep  peace  in  this  war  of  giants,  if  such 
there  sbaU  be,  yet  so  to  cause  our  light  to  shine  before  all 
men,  that  all,  seeing  with  what  felicity,  with  what  glory 
the  people  may  rule  themselves,  may  be  stimulated  to  pass 
on  the  torch  of  liberty,  till  its  radiant  round  encircles  the 
worid;  to  mete  out  public  sympathy  in  time  and  measure, 
yet  hold  unbroken  every  tittle  of  the  pi/blic  code  to  which 
the  repose  of  the  world  is  intrusted?  Such,  so  bard  to 
reconcile,  may  be  the  trials  of  the  next  four  years. 

<*To  steer  our  course,  not  between  Scylla  and  Cbaryb- 
dis,  but  across  a  whole  archipelago  c^  rocks,  seen  and  un- 
seen, who  shall  be  our  pilot?  Who  of  our  statesmen  in 
circumstances  more  perplexing  than  those  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Washington  may  win  a  second  time  such  praise, 
such  envy  as  he  extorted  from  all  the  world,  even  l>om  the 
very  belligerents  who  could  not,  or  would  not,  adopt  the 
wisdom  of  his  policy  ?  Does  our  partialitv  deceive  us  ?  or 
is  it  he,  in  whose  intellectual  and  prudential  character  are 
so  felicitously  adjusted  the  antagonisms  of  conservatism 
and  progress,  institution  and  reform,  liberty  and  law,  the 
highest  freedom  compatible  with  the  scheme  of  actual 
things  on  the  one  band,  and  on  the  other,  order,  obedience, 
the  sacredness  of  society,  of  property,  and  the  ri^ts  of  labor; 
who  settled  the  boundary  quarrel  with  England  by  his 
sense  and  temper,  and  nut  an  end  forever  to  the  possibility 
of  impressing  a  sailor  from  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  by 
his  mirit  and  argument;  who  rebuked  the  insolence  <n 
Austria,  and  will  give  the  ri^t  hand  of  a  nation's  follow- 
sliip  to  Kossuth — yet  raise  no  ea»u$  btlH  on  which  Haps- 
buig  or  the  Csar  could  stand  for  a  moment  in  the  forum  of 
States  ?  Does  our  partiality  deceive  i»,  or  is  he  the  pilot 
for  such  a  night  on  this  sea  ?  " 

Mr.  President,  I  agree  perfectly  with  this  dis- 
tinguished  gentleman,  that  we  have  both  **  a  deli- 
cate and  (nfficult  part'*  to  act  as  a  nation  at 
the  present  time.  I  admit  most  freely  that  it  is 
our  true  policy,  and  not  less  our  high  moral  duty, 
**  to  observe  neutrality  steadfast  and  impartial,  yet 

*  maintain  our  rank  and  fulfill  our  mitsum  as  the 

*  successful  Republic,  whose  sound  has  gone  into 

*  all  nations;  to  keep  pace  in  this  war  of  ^ants, 

*  if  such  there  shall  be,  yet  so  to  cause  our  light  to 

*  shine  before  all  men,  that  all,  seeing  with  what 

*  felicity,  with  what  glory,  the  people  may  rule 

*  themselves,  ma^  be  stimulated  to  pass  on  the 

*  torch  of  liberty  tUl  its  radiant  round  encircles  the 


*  world;  to  mete  out  pubUe  sympaiky  in  time  an^ 

*  measure,  vet  hold  unbroken  erery  tittle   of  th< 

*  public  code  to  which  the  repose  of  the  world  u 
'intrusted.'* 

Sir,  I  subscribe  heartily  to  every  word  and  sen 
timent  of  this  ooble  paragraph.  Is  it  trae,  Mr 
President — I  hope  that  no  gentleman  upon  tht 
Whif  side  of  the  Chamber  at  least  will  be  in 
dined  to  dispute  it — that  in  Mr.  Webster's  ''intel 

*  lectual  and  prudential  character  are  so  felicitoualj 

*  adjusted  the  antagonisms  of  eonstrvoHim  and  pn^ 

*  re»,  institution  and  reform,  liberty  and-  law,  thi 

*  highest  freedom  compatible  with  the  acheme  n 

*  actual  things  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  otlier 

*  order,  ob«^ence,  the  sacredness  of  society,  o 
•property,  and  the  rirhts  of  labor?"  Waa  it  Mr 
Webster  •'who  settled  the  boimdary  question  wit] 

*  Engltuid  by  his  sense  and  temper,  and  put  an  enii 

*  forever  to  the  possibility  of  impressing  a  ftailoj 
'  from  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  by  his  spirit  anij 

*  argument;  who  rebuked  the  insolence  of  Austria^ 

*  and  will  give  the  right  hand  of  a  nation  'a  fellows 

*  ship  to  Kossuth — yet  raise  no  cofiM  beUi  on  whicl] 

*  Hapsburg  or  the  Czar  could  stand  for  a  momeni 

*  in  the  forum  of  States?"  I  repeat  the  question 
emphatically,  Mr.  President,  (and  in  asking  I  turn 
to  the  Whig  aide  of  the  House,^  Is  Mr.  Webstex 
deserving  of  all  these  commenoations,  and  did  i 
yet  act  indiscreetly  in  acting  upon  his  advice?  U 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  fact  to  extend  **the  rigM 
hand  of  a  nation's  fellowship  to  Koisuth?^* — yet 
are  we  censurable  for  simply  urging  upan  Congreaa 
the  propriety  of  according  to  him  an  aiffectipnatd 
national  welcome? 

Mr.  Presideilt,  I  shall  have  more  to  say  of  Mr. 
Webster  (nothing,  surely,  in  a  spirit  of  unkind- 
ness  or  disrespect)  towards  the  close    of  these 
desultory  remarks,  when   I  shall  undertake  to 
show,  by  evidence  of  a  nature  not  to  be  success- 
fully opposed,  that  many  years  since  this  gentle- 
man, m  a  well-considered  and    most    masttriy 
speech,  gave  expression   to  what  I  have  tver 
deemed  3ie  true  American  doctrine,  in  rccard  to 
the  policy  of  this  Government  towards  ue  des- 
potic Powers  of  Europe,  touching  the  riglit  d&imed 
by  them  of  intervemng  fordbly  in  the  domestic 
anairs  of  nations  righUully  as  independent  m  sl\ 
respects  as  themselves,  in  order  to  suppress  move- 
ments therein  tending  to  the  establish  men  t  of  free  in- 
stitutions.   I  shall  lay  certain  portions  of  the  speech 
of  this  gentleman  upon  the  Crreek  question,  deliv- 
ered during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  I  expect  to  satisfy  every  dis- 
passionate mind  present,  tnat  even  in  the  year  1833, 
language  was  held  by  one  of  the  most  conservative 
statesmen  that  this  country  has  at  any  time  pro- 
duced, assuming  as  high  and,  as  I  think,  even 
higher  and  bolder  ground,  in  regard  to  the  rights 
and  duties  of  this  Government  to  interpose,  in  a 
discreet  and  becoming  manner,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing   the  armed    intervention  of  Kussis, 
Prussia,  and  other  Powers,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rising  spirit  of  freedom  in  contineotil  Euro(>e. 
When  I  read  these  extracts,  with  a  view  to  his- 
toric elucidation  merely,  I  hope  not  to  be  accused 
of  "having  in  view  the  promotion  of  any  public 
man    wlmtever   to    Executive    honors   m  1852. 
With  the  presidential  contest,  now  almost  at  hand, 
I  expect  to  have  no  -very  close  connection,  and  I 
shall  do  nothing  in  the  progress  of  it  whatever  that 
I  may  not  think  necessary  to  the   great  Union 
cause,  to  which,  for  the  present,  I  am  iqpecially 
devoted. 

I  shall  proceed  to  make,  at  this  time,  some  ad- 
ditional remarks  in  reply  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Alabama,  to  whose  speech  on  this  occasion 
I  listened  with  a  chagrin  difficult  to  be  expressed. 
Sir,  I  will  say  nothmg  disrespectful  of  that  gen- 
tleman. I  could  not  do  so  without  greatly  wrong- 
ing that  sincere  friendship  and  esteem  which 
I  cherish  for  him.  Surely,  sir,  my  friend  from 
Alabama  could  not  have  dispassionately  exam- 
ined the  delicate  and  interesting  question  before 
us  anterior  to  his  launching  so  boldjy  upon  the 
ocean  of  controversy.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seems  to  haVe  formed  a  highly  unfavorable  opin- 
ion of  the  public  character  of  the  great  Magyar 
chiefWn,  and  has  indulged  in  various  remains  of 
a  nature  decidedly  unkind  and  derogatory.  He 
has  read  to  us,  too,  sir,  copious  extracts  from  the 
columns  of  a  newspaper  which  he  held  in  his 
hands,  most  bitterly  aspersive  of  the  motives  and 
conduct  of  this  persecuted  patriot.  Whilst  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  tiiu9  entertaining  usi 
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I  TCBtnred  to  inquire  of  him  the  name  of  the 
wgwspapv  thus  spedaUy  honored,  and  was  an- 
svcredt  as  I  expected  to  be,  that  it  was  the  New 
Toric  Comitr  tmd  Enqmrer.     Sir,  I  had  read  in 
ihe  sane  paper  everything  brought  to  our  notice 
this  morBing  hv  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
I  had  ahra  reaa  more  than  one  orerwhelmin^ 
nfotalion  of  erery  slanderous  allegation  which 
this  Theniks  of  the  American  press  had  dared  to 
fidminate  agaimit  the  exalted  object  of  his  fiend- 
iih  hostility.     I  shall  not  go  into  details  on  this 
kad  at  present.     It  would  be  useless  to  do  so; 
faR  I  renture  to  asseverate,  that  there  is  not 
a»  eiiminatory  a^usation  that  James  Watson 
W^hb  has  presumed  to  publish  against  Governor 
Ksssuth  which  has  not  been  so  efiectually  dis- 
1,  in  other  newi^pers  of  New  York,  and 
adduction  of  testimony  the  authenticity  of 
no  man  of  standing  will  dispute,  as  to 
the  author  of  these  heartless  calumnies  with 
the  Bost  lastins  contempt.    Does  the  honorable 
Senslar  from  Alabama  know  who  this  James 
Watson  Webb  is?    Whv,  this  is  the  renowned 
jwrsonage  who  led  the  snores  of  America,  early 
a  tlie  ^ministration  of  General  Taylor,  under 
nrw  peeahar  circumstaoces,  as  Ckarg€  to  Vienna; 
aaa  whose  nomination  was  rejected  by  an  indig- 
out  Senate  with  indications  of  scorn,  such  as 
havt  never  been  known  to  mark  any  similar  trans- 
in  our  annals.  Rumor  says  that  only  seven 
a  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  his  confirm- 
I  shall  not  undertake  to  trace  out  the  his- 
tory of  this  personage  as  the  habitual  promulgator 
sf  printed  scandal,  and  as  a  mercenary  and  time- 
sening  peUtie&l  parasite.    It  is,  in  nay  judgment, 
by  no  BMana  to  be  regretted  that  Kossuth  has 
~  Ae  laudations  of  the  New  York  Courier 
The  exorbitant  and  unblushing 
of  the  bloody  house  of  Hapsburg  cannot 
with  all  the  demoniac  intensity  of  an 
^  the  roan  whose  resplendent  virtues  and 
rementa  have  caused  hire  to  be  recog- 
rat  the  world  as  peculiarly  and  pre- 
^pudi£ed  for  the.  high  part  which  Louis 
'is  evidently  destined  to  enact  on  the  tbe- 
SMtf  eantinental  Europe,  as  the  heroic  avenger 
sf  Imf  jappicHMd  freedom,  and  thechastiser  of 
SM&Vfanrhtiest  and  most  heartless  tyrants. 
ffsiny  lir.  Foots  continued: 
te^yiiWjiml,  1  was  not  less  surprised  than 
i\  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  Senator 
,tke  same  erroneous  views  of  the 
mgarian  struggle,  and  of  the  con- 
in  connection  uerewith.    If  the 
y tlwnnn  had  taken  pains  to  inform 
ewhat  better  in  regaru  to  th^ historic 
he  has  discussed  this  morning  with  so 
he  would  have  been  able  to  avoid  the 
which  he  has  committed ,  and  the 
which  he  has  unwittingly  done  to 
and  his   Hungarian  associates.     I  can 
fk*  gentleman  that,  when  he  shall  hereafter 
Mme  for  a  more  thorough  exploration  of 
As  snijstt,  he  will  discover  with  some  surprise 
ihifiifiiHiii  extent  to  which  he  has  been  misled 
%f  mt  ingenious  hbrlcalionA  to  which  he  seems 
tohcve  yielded  the  most  implicit  credence.    If  it 
~~  tnm  ont  in  the  progress  of  the  debate  to  be  at 
f  aij  to  bring  forward  here  authentic  evi- 
in  refutation  of  the  slanderous  statements 


Kew  York  Courier  and  En^irer,  and  no 
«Aif  Senator  should  find  it  convenient  to  do  so,  I 

SIm  tempted  to  assume  the  performance  of  this 
Per  the  present  I  shall  decline  it,  and  pro- 
10  notice  several  remarks^ which  fell  from  the 
Senator  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
widk  the  coming  of  Kossuth  to  this  coun- 
^■■11  his  conduct  since  he  arrived  upon  our 
The  honorable  gentleman  denies  that  Kos- 
^he  gmai  of  the  nation^  and  contends  that 
eof  the  original  joint  resolution  invi- 
to this  countr^r,  affords  conclusive  proof 
'  m  of  this  notion.    This,  it  really  seems 
a  TCry  strange  position.    The  genlJe- 
inH  ttotf  sardy*  deny  that  the  resolution  did 
~  Mm  to  oar  shores,  and  that Jie  is  now  here 
with  that  invitation,  and  brought 
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hither,  in  part  at  least,  in  one  of  our  national  ves- 
sels, dispatched  to  the  coast  of  Asia  for  the  pur- 
pose of  orloging  this  distinguished  exile  into  our 
midst.  He  is  in  America,  in  some  capacity  or  anr 
other,  and  at  our  invitation.  This  country  has  not 
^  yet  been  chosen  as  his  permanent  home,'and  we 
all  know  that  he  has  lon^  since  explicitly  announced 
his  intention  to  return  in  a  few  weeks  to  Europe. 
I  confess  that  I  cannot  understand  how  he  can  be 
otherwise  than  regarded  as  our  guest,  towards 
whom  we  are  bound,  in  every  form,  to  exercise 
the  rites  of  a  cordial  hospitality.  The  gentleman 
says  that  inasmuch  as  the  resolution  inviting  him 
hither  describes  him  as  a  person  supposed  by  us  to 
be  desirous  of  emigrating  and  settling  permanently 
among  us,  and,  inasmuch  as  he  has  now  conclu- 
ded not  to  abandon  his  own  country  permanently, 
he  is  not  at  all  entitled  to  be  considered  **  the  guest 
of  the  nation. "  Well,  sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
the  honorable  gentleman's  philological  explana- 
tions are  of  a  most  unsatisfactory  character,  and 
such  as  hardly  demand  more  than  the  passing 
notice  already  bestowed  upon  them. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  is  mreatly  dissatis- 
fied with  the  language  employed  by  Governor 
Kossuth  on  several  occasions  since  his  arrival  in 
this  country,  and  especially  with  his  reply  to  the 
Philadelphia  committee.    The  gentleman  says: 

"When  the  news  reached  Governor  Konuth  that  the 
resolution  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
been  withdrawn,  he  saw  proper  to  become  highly  onended, 
and  assumed  to  deliver  a  lecture  upon  the  conduct  of  Con- 
gress.'' 

Sir,  1  have  seen  no  sctch  lecture;  I  have  seen  no 
proof  of  Governor  Kossuth's  becoming  offended 
¥rith  the  action  of  Congress  at  all;  nor,  in  my  judg- 
ment, did  the  printed  extract  read  from  Governor 
Kossuth's  reported  address  tQ  the  Philadelphia 
committee  at  all  warrant  the  description  now  given 
of  it  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  expi'essed 
his  regret  simply,  in  decorous  and  respectful  lan- 

fuage,  that  Congress  had  Hesitated  about  according 
im  a  national  reception,  and  added: 
**  Hod  I  known  that  in  the  same  place,  where  I  was  invi- 
ted to  this*  country  by  an  act  of  Congress,  tlie  same  body 
would  now  decline  to  bid  me  a  welcome,  1  would  have 
thought  that  I  was  not  a  welcome  guest. '' 

Why,  sir,  surely  if  Congress  should  reflise  to 
bid  him  welcome,  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  not  welcome. 
If  we  refuse  to  welcome  him,  will  he  be  welcomed 
by  us?  And  if  thus  refused  a  welcome,  will  he 
have  a  right  still  to  regard  himself  as  welcome? 
He  ventures  to  add,  that  had  he  anticipated  this 
refusal  of  welcome,  he  '*  would  not  liave  wished  to 
intrude. "  Certainly,  sir,  this  language  is  exceed- 
ingly proper  and  not  at  all  disrespectful  in  its 
character.  What  genlleman  in  the  world  would 
wish  to  intrude  under  the  circumstances  stated? 

Again:  the  gentleman  insists  that  the  intention 
of  Kossuth  is  to  involve  us  in  European  war.  I 
hope  not,  sir;  and  I  must  confess  that  1  have  seen 
not  the  least  evidence  yet  of  his  entertaining  any 
such  intention.  He  has  certainly,  on  many  occa- 
sions, most  explicitly  disavowed  any  such  design; 
and  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  New  Yorlc  newspaper, 
in  which  is  published  an  auiJwrized  declaration 
from  liim,  whicli  reads  as  follows: 

**  The  impression  having  gone  out  through  some  of  the 
public  journals,  that  Uie  purpose  of  Governor  Kossutli  aims 
at  a  forcible  intervention  in  foreign  aflkirs,  we  take  leave  to 
say,  on  authority,  Uiat  such  is  not  the  fkct.  He  asks  aim- 
ply  that  Ensland  and  America  shall  un^e  in  afflrmiag  the 
policy  that  'every  nation  shall  have  the  right  to  make  and. 
alter  its  political  institutions  to  suit  its  own  condition  and 
.convenience,'  and  that  the  tw^  nations  (England  and 
America)  shall  not  only  respeef,  but  camte  to  bt  retpeHedy 
this  doctrine,  so  as  to  prevent  Russia  firom  again  marching 
her  armies  into  Hungary.  He  holds  that  there  i»  a  wide 
di(H;rence  between  a  resolute  attitude,  powerful  enough  to 
prevent  interference,  and  the  going  to  war  to  repulse  an  in- 
tervention already  commenced.  Governor  Kossuth  has 
not  intended  to  suggest  that  America  should  copy  the  exam- 
ple of  France  durTiig  our  Revolution,  according  to  the  let- 
ter, but  according  to  tKe  spirit.  The  circumstances  are 
widely  different,  and  all  that  can  be  hoped  is,  that  a  great 
and  free  country  like  this  should  act  in  behalf  of  Freedom 
according  to  the  time  and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is 
placed.'* 

I  am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  express 
my  views  m  regard  to  the  true  policy  of  this 
country  at  the  present  n^oment  upon  the  delicate 


question  herein  referred  to.  That  question,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  shown,  does  not  at  all  arise  upon 
this  simple  resolution  of  welcome,  and  I  protest 
against  this  hasty  and  extemporaneous  decision  of 
a  great  question  of  national  policy,  which  is  entitled 
to  a  calm  cmd  extended  examination  at  our  hands, 
in  all  its  grave  and  momentous  bearings,  and  con- 
cerning whicli  the  ablest  and  most  experienced 
statesmen  of  the  Republicmi^ht  well  difier.  Certain 
it  is,  that  there  are  very  distinguished  gentlemen  in 
this  country  who  have  avow^  the  opinion  tliat  a 
discreet  and  enlightened  re^rd  to  our  own  safety 
and  honor,  as  one  of  the  independent  nations  of 
the  earth,  requires  that  we  should,  in  some  form 
or  other,  assert  at  this  time,  the  acknowled^^ed 
principle  of  international  law,  that  **  every  nation 
shall  have  the  right  to  make  and  alter  its  political 
institutions  to  suit  its  own  condition  and  conveni- 
ence. "  This  principle  is  one  of  the  utmost  value 
in  itself,  and  not  less  important  to  us  than  to  other 
civilized  nations;  and  it  is  undeniably  true  that 
movements  have  occurred  within  the  last  year  or 
two,  of  a  nature  to  call  the  validity  of  this  principle 
into  serious  question ,  and  which,  if  not  in  some  way 
checked,  must  eventually  subvert  it  forever.  Sir, 
the  views  so  forcibly  presented  by  Governor  Kos- 
suth touching  this  pomt,  are  not  now  declared  for 
the  first  time  m  this  country.  They  have  been  long 
ago  declared  by  some  of  our  ablesi»and  most  con- 
servative statesmen  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, in  language  of  wonderful  force  a^d  clearness, 
without,  I  believe,  calling  forth  disapproval  in  any 
quarter.  In  proof  of  this,  I  beg  leave  to  read  in 
hearing  of  Uie  Senate  the  extracts  from  the  speech 
of  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  [Mr.  Webster,] 
upon  tne  Ghreek  question, in  the  year  1^23,  to  which 
I  referred  in  the  beginning  of  these  remarks. 
I  shall  not,  on  this  occasion,  declare  my  own  entire 
sanction  of  the  doctrines  then  asserted  by  Mr. 
Webster.  Still  less  will  I  take  it  upon  myself  to 
denounce  or  to  censure  them ;  but  1  venture  to  assert, 
that  Kossuth  has  neither  gone  further,  nor  is  likdy 
hereafter  to  go  further,  than  did  Mr.  Webster 
during  the  cium  and  {Peaceful  administration  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  asserting  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try touching^  the  attempts  of  tne  Allied  Powers  of 
Europe  to  intervene  foj  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  republican  governments  newly  springing 
into  existence  on  that  continent.  It  is  tnus  that 
Mr.  Webster  expressed  himself  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  ago: 

**  I  might  well,  Mr.  Cfaaixman,  avoid  the  responsifaitity  of 
this  measure,  if  it  had,  in  my  Judsment,  any  tendency  to 
change  the  policy  of  the  country.  With  the  general  course 
of  that  policy  I  am  quite  satisfled.  The  nation  is  prosper- 
ous, peaceful, and  happy;  and  I  should  very  reluctantly 
put  its  peace,  prosperity,  or  happiness  at  risk.  It  aj^ieara 
to  me,  however,  that  this  resslution  is  strictly  conformable 
to  our  genera]  policy,  and  not  only  consistent  with  our 
interests,  but  even  demanded  by  a  large  and  liberal^  view  of 
those  interests." 

Again  he  sayB: 

**  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  great  political  qneetion  of 
this  age,  is,  Aiat  between  absolute  and  regulated  govern- 
ments. The  substance  nf  the  controversy  is,  wheber  so> 
ciety  shall  have  any  part  in  its  own  government.  Whether 
the  form  of  government  shall  be  that  of  limited  monarchy, 
with  more  or  less  mixture  of  hereditary  power,  or  whfdly 
elective,  cv  rewvsentativa,  may  perhaps  be  considered  aa 
subordinate.  The  main  controversy  is  between  that  abso- 
lute rale,  which,  while  it  promises  to  govern  well,  means 
nevertheless  to  govern  wiUiout  control,  and  that  r^^ulated 
or  cottftitutiooar system,  wMch  restrains  sovereign  discre- 
tion, and  asserts  that  society  may  claim,  as  matter  of  right, 
some  effective  power  in  the  establishment  of  the  laws  which 
are  to  regulate  it.  The  spirit  of  the  time  sets  with  a  most 
powerful  eurront  in  l^vor  ofthese  test-mentioned  opinioas. 
It  is  opposed,  however,  whenever  and  wherever  it  shows 
itself,  by  certain  of  the  great  potentates  of  Europe ;  and  it 
Is  opposed  on  grounds  as  applicable  in  one  civilised  nation 
as  in  another,  and  which  would  justiiy  such  omiositioa  in 
relation  to  the  United  States,  aa  well  aa  in  rdadon  to  any 
other  State,  or  nation,  if  time  and  circumstance  should  ren- 
der such  opposition  expedient.        y 

**  What  part  it  becomes  this  country  to  take  on  a  question 
of  this  sort,  so  far  as  it  is  ealled  upon  to  take  any  part,  ean- 
not  be  douraVii.  Our  side  of  this  question  is  settled  for  us 
even  without  our  own  volition.  Our  hiAory,  our  situation, 
our  character,  necessarily  decide  our  position  and  our 
course,  before  we  have  even  time  to  ask  whether  we  have 
an  option.    Our  place  is  on  the  side  of  free  institutions.'* 

Further  on,  he  thus  continues: 

« I  wUl  now,  Mr.  Chalnnan,  advert  to  tiiose  pretenilons, 
put  forth  by  the  aUied  sovereigns  of  continental  Europe, 
which  seem  to  me  calculated,  if  unresisced,  to  bring  into 
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diBreputfi  the  principles  of  oar  Government  tod  indeed,  to 
be  whotty  ineoiupaiible  with  any  degree  o(  national  inde- 
peiu^etoec.  I  do  not  iiilrodttce  these  conMideratioiui  for  the 
sake  of  topics.  I  ani  n<A  irtmirt  to  declaim  against  crowned 
heads,  nor  to  quarrel  with  any  country  ibr  iiruferring  a  fonu 
of  gomnment  diflereat  froin  our  own.  Tlte  choice  thai 
we  exercise  for  ourselves  I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  a]t>o 
to  others,  bat  it  appears  to  me  that  the  pretensions  of  which 
I  have  spoken  arc  wholly  inconsistent  with  tlie  independ- 
ence of  nations  generally,  without  rei$ard  to  the  question 
whether  their  governments  be  abdoluce,  monarchical,  aad 
limitedy  or  pwety  popular  mid  representMtve.  [  have  a 
most  deep  and  thorough  conviction  that  a  pew  era  has 
lisen  in  tfie  world,  that  new  aud  dangerou*  cpmbinatinn^ 
are  taktng  place,  proinulsating  doctrines  and  frauj^ht  with 
eonsequeneos  wholly  subversive  in  their  tendency,  of  the  t 
public  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  general  liberties  of  man-  ^ 
ItiaA.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  is  the  questioD  wiiich  I 
now  propose  to  oxaiuine,  upon  buch  grounds  of  informa- 
tion as  the  common  and  public  means  of  knowledge  dis- 
«Io«.»» 

Mr.  Webster  than  proceeds  to  examine,  and  to 
comment  with  great  freedom  and  boldness  upon 
various  public  documents,  bearing  evidence  of  the 
formal  combination  which  had  been  entered  into 
by  the  despotic  Powers  of  Europe  against  free 
institutions,  and  gives  expression  to  the  following 
generoas  sentiments: 

"  But  the  second,  and,  if  possible,  the  still  mMe  objec- 
tionable principle,  avowed  in  these  papers,  is  the  right  of 
forcible  interference  in  the  affairs  of  other  States.  A  right 
lo  control  nations  in  their  desire  to  change  their  own  gov- 
ermnenL,  wherever  it  may  be  conjectured,  or  pretended, 
that  such  change  might  furnish  an  example  to  the  subjects 
-  of  other  States,  if  plainly  and  distinctly  asserted.  The 
same  Congress  that  made  the  declaration  at  L^ybach,  bad 
declved,  before  its  removal  from  Troppau,  *  tlimt  the  Povv- 

*  ert  have  an  undoubted  right  to  take  a  hostile  attitude  in 

*  regard  to  tliose  States  iji  which  the  overtiirow  of  the  gov- 

*  ernment  may  operate  ns  an  example.' 

**  There  cannot,  as  I  tliink,  be  conceived  a  more  flagrant 
▼ioiation  of  pf)blic  law,  or  national  independence,  than  ia 
contained  in  this  declaration. 

^*  No  matter  what  be  the  character  of  the  government  re- 
■isced ;  no  lii&tter  with  what  weight  the  foot  of  the  oppres- 
sor bears  on  the  neck  of  the  oppressed ;  -if  he  struggle,  or  if 
he  complain,  he  sets  a  dangerous  example  of  resistance — 
and  from  that  moment  be  iMoomes  an  object  of  hostility  to 
the  most  powerful  }>otcntates  on  the  earth.  I  want  words 
to  express  my  abhorrence  of  this  abominable  principle." 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  seems  tliat  we  are  now 
argcd  by  certain  honorable  Senators  lo  be  exceed- 
ingly cautiotis  how  we  receive  Kossuth,  or  hazard 
a  declaration  of  opinions  which  may  by  possibil- 
ity give  offence  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  We 
are  urged  to  do  nothing  that .  can  possiblv  have 
the  enect  of  wounding  his  delicate  sensibilities. 
Well,  sir,  if  I  thought  that  the  language  of  manly 
indignation  uttered  by  members  of  this  body 
eould  awaken  tlie  least  remorse  or  mortification 
in  the  ice-bound  bosom  of  this  potential  person- 
age, and  constrain  liim,  for  a  single  moment, 
to  open  the  portals  of  his  iron  heart  to  the  throb- 
binga  of  a  eenial  sympathy  towards  the  millions 
whom  he  has  so  cruelly  oppressed,  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  whom  he  has  so  ruthlessly 
daughtered  in  Hungary  and  in  Poland,  I  should 
even  be  willing  to  continue  this  debate  a  day  or 
two  longer,  as  fatiguing  and  disagreeable  as  it  has 
certainly  4)ecome  to  those  participating  in  it,  and 
as  ofTensive  and  disgusting  as  it  has  also  become 
to  the  whole  country.  But  to  return  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster's speech.  He  says,  in  relation  to  the  princi- 
ple of  forcible  intervention: 

**\  trust  every  enlightenad  man  throughout  the  wortd 
will  oppose  it,  and  tliat  aapeHally,  those  who,  like  ourselves, 
■re  fbrtunately  out  of  the  reach  of  the  bayonets  that  enforce 
it,  will  proclaim  their  detestation  of  it  in  a  tone  both  loud 
and  decisive.  The  avowed  object  of  such  deetaratlons  is 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  Uie  wortd.  But  by  what  means  is 
it  proposed  to  preserve  this  peace?  Simply, 'by  bringing 
the  power  of  ail  governments  to  bear  against  all  subjects. 
Here  is  to  l>o  estabHshed  a  sort  of  double,  or  treble,  or 
quadruple,  or,  for  aught  I  know,  a  quintuple  allegiance. 
An  omnce  against  one  king  is  to  he  an  otifeaee  against  all 
kings,  and  the  power  of  all  isi  to  be  put  forth  for  tlie  pun- 
ishment of  tlie  oflfbnder.  \  fight  to  interfere  in  extreme 
eases,  in  the  case  of  eontiguous  States,  and  where  immi- 
nent danger  ia  ttireatened  to  one  by  what  is  transpiring  in 
another,  is  not  without  precedent  in  modem  timeo,  upon 
what  has  been  called  the  law  of  vicinage  ;  and  when  cou- 
flned  to  extreme  cases,  and  limited  to  a  certain  extent,  it 
■»ay  perhaps  tie  delbnded  upon  principles  of  necessity  and 
aeli-defence.  Hva  to  maintain  that  sovereigns  may  go  to 
war  upon  the  subfeets  of  another  State  to  repress  an  ex- 
ample, is  monstrous  indeed.  What  is  to  be  the  Nmit  of 
men  a  principle,  or  'to  the  practice  growing  out  of  it? 
What,  in  any  case,  but  sovereign  pleasure  is  to  decide 
whether Ihe example  he  good  or  bad?  And  what,  under 
the  operation  of  such  a  nile,  may  be  thougbt  of  our  exam- 
pis  I  Why  are  we  not  as  fair  o^eots  for  the  operation  of 
the  new  principle,  as  any  of  those  who  may  attempt  to  re- 
form the  condition  of  their  Govemiaent,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic?'' 

An  extract  or  two  more,  and  I  am  done: 

"  This  asseitad  right  of  forcible  interventioh,  in  the 
aflkirs  of  other  nations,  is  in  open  violation  of  the  publlo 


law  of  the  world.  Who  has  atnhorized  these  learned  doc- 
tors of  Troppau  to  establish  new  (irtides  in  thb  code .' 
Whence  are  their  dtplomas .'  Is  ihe^  whole  world  expected 
to  acquiesce  in  princiules  which  entirely  subvert  the  inde- 
pendence of  nations  r  On  the  tnuis  of  this  independence 
iias  been  reared  the  beautiful  iabric  oi  fntemnikmHl  law. 
On  the  principle  of  this  independence,  Europe  has  seen  a 
(kmily  of  nations  flourishing  within  its  limits— the  small 
among  the  largo— protected  not  alwa^  by  power,  but  by  a 
principle  above  power — bj'  a  sense  oi  propri^^ty  and  justice. 
On  this  principle  the  great  common wealtlt  of  dvilizod 
States  has  been  hitherto  upheld.  There  have  been  occa- 
sional  departures,  or  violations,  and  always  dijiastrous^  ^ 
in  the  case  of  Poland ;  but,  iu  general,  the  liarmouy  of  the 
system  has  been  wonderfully  preserved.  In  the  producti(ui 
and  preservation  of  this  'Cense  of  justice,  tJiis  predomi- 
nating prineijile,  the  Cluistian  religion  has  acted  a  meiu 
part.  Christianity  and  civiiisation  have  labored  together ; 
it  seems,  indeed,  to  be  a  law  of  our  human  condition,  tliat 
Uiey  can  live  and  flourish  only  together.  From  their  blended 
influence  has  arisen  that  delightful  spectacle  of  the  preva- 
lence of  reason  and  principle,  over  powi^r  and  interest,  so 
well  described  by  one  who  was  an  iionor  to  the  age — 

*  And  sovereign  Law,  the  world's  collected  will, 

O'er  thrones  and  globes  elale. 
Sits  Empress— crowning  good,  repressing  illt 

Smit  by  her  sacred  firown, 
The  fiend.  Discretion,  like  a  vaper,  sinks, 

And  e'en  the  all-dazzling  crown 
Hides  tiis  faint  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  shrinks.' 

But  this  vision  is  past  While  the  teachers  of  I.aylNich 
give  the  rule,  there  will  be  no  law  but  the  law  of  the 
strongest. 

**  ft  may  now  be  required  of  ine  to  show  what  interest  we 
have,  in  resisting  this  new  system.  What  iw  it  to  us,  it 
may  dc  asked,  upon  what  principtes^  or  wlmt  pretences', 
theEuropean  governments  assert  a  right  of  int<;rfcriiig  in 
tlie  aflkirs  of  their  neighbors  ?  The  thunder,  it  ni»y  be 
said,  rolls  at  a  distance.  The  wide  Atlantic  is  between  us 
aud  danger ;  and,  however  others  may  suffer,  we  shall  re- 
main safe. 

"  I  think  it  a  ^uflicient  answer  to  this  to  say,  that  we  arc 
one  of  the  nations ;  tliat  we  have  an  intere&t,  therefore,  in 
tire  preservation  of  that  system  of  national  law  and  na- 
tional intercourse,  which  has  heretofore  subsisted,  so  bene- 
ficially for  all.  Onr  system  of  government,  it  should  al^so 
be  remembered,  is,  througliout,  founded  on  principles  utteriy 
hostile  to  the  new  code ;  and,  if  we  remain  undisturbed  by 
its  operation,  we  shall  owe  our  eecurity  either  to  our  situa- 
tion or  our  spirit.  The  enterprising  character  of  the  age, 
our  own  active  commercial  spirit,  the  great  incruaHC  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  intercourse  between  civilized  and 
commercial  States,  have  aecesearily  connected  us  with  the 
nations  of  the  eartt\,  and  give*  us  a  high  concern  in  tlie 
preservation  of  those  salutary  principles,  upon  which  that 
intercourse  is  founded.  We  have  as  clear  an  interest  iu 
international  law,  as  individuate  have  in  the  laws  <^  so- 
ciety. 

"  But,  apart  from  the  aoutidness  of  the  policy,  on  tUb 
ground  of  direct  interest,  we  have,  sir,  a  dmy  connected 
with  this  subject,  which,  I  trust,  we  are  willing  to  perform. 
What  do  we  not  owe  to  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  ?  to  die  principle  of  lawful  resistance  ?  to  the  prin- 
ciple mat  society  has  a  right  to  partake  in  its  own  govern- 
ment .'  As  the  leading  Republic  of  the  world,  living  and 
breathing  in  these  principles,  and  advanced,  by  their  oper- 
ation, with  unequalled  rapidity  in  our  career,  shall  we  give 
our  consent  to  bring  them  into  disrepute  and  disgrace?  It 
Is  neither  ostentation  nor  boaMing  to  say,  that  there  lie  be- 
fore this  country,  in  immediate  prospect,  a  great  extent  and 
height  of  power.  We  are  borne  along  towards  this,  with- 
out etfort,  and  not  always  even  with  a  fhll  knowledge  of  the 
rapidity  ^  our  own  motion.  Circumstances,  which  never 
combined  before,  have  combined  in  our  flivor,  and  a  migtity 
current  is  setting  us  forward,  which  wc  could  not  resist, 
even  if  we  would,  and  wliich,  while  we  would  stop  to 
make  an  observauon.  and  hike  tlie  sun,  has  set  us.  at  the 
end  of  the  operation,  I'ar  in  ad^nnce  of  the  place  where  we 
commenced  it.  Does  it  not  become  us,  then — is  it  not  a 
duty  imposed  on  us — ^to  give  our  weight  to  the  side  of  lib- 
erty and  justice — to  let  mankind  know  that  wc  are  not  tired 
of  our  own  institutions — and  to  protest  against  the  asserted 
power  of  altering,  at  pleasure,  the  law  of  the  civilized 
wortd?" 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  conclude  without  ex- 
pressing the  deep  regret  which  I  feel  that  circum- 
stances should  have  arisen  of  a  nature  to  make  it 
apparently  necessary  that  so  much  should  be  said 
in  defence  of  a  movement  which,  I  do  not  doubt, 
will  be  warmly  approved  by  nine  tenths  of  the 
free  and  enlightened  citizens  of  this  great  Repub* 
lie.  I  hope  Umt  we  may  soon  come  to  a  vote 
upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  Senate.  It  contains  two  proposi- 
sitions.  First,  it  proposes  to  extend  this  welcome 
to  the  associates  of  Governor  Kossuth.  And  sec- 
ondly, disclaims  the  purpose  which  is  there  stated. 
I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  Chair  will  concur 
with  me  that  it  is  susceptible  of  division. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly.  The  amend- 
ment contains  two  distinct  propositions,  and  the 
question  can  be  taken  ssparately  upon  each. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  At  the  su^estion  of  Sen- 
ators, then,  I  ask  that  the  question  may  be  di- 
vided. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  question ,  then ,  is  on 
the  first  branch  of  the  amendment: 
**Jind  bt  UJurtkerrttoUedf  That  the  welcome  thus  oflbred 


to  Louis  Kossuth  be  extended  to  bis  associate  Kanfaiian 
exiles  who  have  landed  upon  our  shores." 

Mr.  SEAWARD.  I  see  no  objection  to  that 
profmsitidn,  and  if  it  will  eommentfthe  maio 
resolution  to  the  ftivor  of  tlie-  Senatorr  I  shall  very 
clieerfuUy  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  for  the  yeaaasd  naya, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FOCHTE,  of  Missismppi.    I  wish  to  nukm   '' 
an  explanation,  lest  my  vote  an  thii^  ameA^meDl 
may  place  me  in  a  wroog  attttuder    I  triooght  that  ■ ' 
some  special  respect  was  due  to  Governor  K»t« 
flnnh  cH'er  and    above  his  aflsodates.     On   that 
accotmt  I  shall  voce  against  the  amendiHtot,  witk^^ 
the  view  of  makhig  this  a  special  oompliment  ttf* 
Kosmith.  ■  ^ 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  am  compelled  to  vote  agaiatt 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  frfrnt  Gteorgia.    If  ^ 
it  is  adopted  H  will  derogate  very  much  ftom  thv 
ori^nal  intention.    I  hM  ttmt  his  assooiatesarr'  * 
entitled  to  this  honor;  but  as  we  commenced  witb   ^ 
Kossuth  himself,  we  ought  to  confine  it  %o  brnt,' 
regarditrg  him  as  the  representative  of  Hangary   ' 
and  as  the  representative  of  liberty,  • '  J 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  seems  to  me  thai  my  (Hend '' 
fVqm  Illinois  makes  a  mistake,  ttnd  that  the  pr^n*.  ' 
ises  from  which  he  argues  Ifnd  to  a  conehumr*  ^ 
directly  opposite  that  at  which  he  arrived.  W#* 
commencea  by  the  joint  resolution  of  t|jc  bttV'-' 
session.  We  commenced  with  •*  Louis  Kosiutlf^' 
and  his  associates  in  captivity."  The  Senaior>* ' 
says  he  wishes  to  foTlow  up  as  we  began- ^  H*irr^ 
is  that  to  be  done  by  leavii^  out  the  associates  oTi  i 
Kossuth  ?  '-^i 

Mr.  POOTE,  of  Mississippi.  The  gentletnui  i 
forgets  that  we  only  included  these  assocuLtet,  wM' 
the  proposition  of  release,  and  that  this  is  intcni*^  'i 
ed  as  a  cordial  welcome -to  one  who  is  entitled  tff  i 
be  recognized  as  the  personification,  the  imbodi*  i 
ment  of  liberty  beyond  the  rolling  ocean. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    We  did  not  merdy  anite  the    < 
associates  of  Kossuth  with  him  in  the  proplMal 
of  a  release  from  captivity,  but  we  united  dbftn  in 
inviting  to  our  shores  and  preparing  the  WHMt  of      i 
transit. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Every  word  of  the  «lt^ 
resolution  which  applies  to  Kossuth  appttei  to  i&a 
associates. 

Mr.  CASS  said  :  Mr.  President,  I  ahaH  r^ 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fiotn  Gaer^  i 
gia,  [Mr.  Berrien,]  not  becaose  the  fellow-safe- 
ers  of  the  illustrious  Hun^rian  leader  are  not 
worthy  of  respect  and  commiseration  everywhere, 
but  simply  because  he  comes  here  as  the  represent- 
ative of  a  great  principle,  and  I  do  not  desire  to 
have  our  testinionial  in  its  favor  weakened  by  the 
introduction  of  other  names  or  topics.  We  all 
know  the  effect  of  amendment  after  amendment 
upon  a  resolution,  and  how  easily  its  eJutmnter 
and  objects  are  changed  by  sucu  proceeding*. 
For  myself,  I  shall  adhere  to  the  purpose  wt  have 
in  view. 

.  Mr.  President,  I  intended  to  say  something  apMi 
this  subject,  and  I  may  as  well  i»y  it  uom  a[>ba 
the  question  before  the  Senate.  Thi^iacassion 
has  taken  a  very  wide  range — a  very  discursive 
range.  I  shall  not  follow  it  in  its  ramificauona: 
but  there  are  some  observations  which  1  wish 
briefly  to  offer  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  invitation  frqin  Con- 
gress to  Kossuth,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
any  critical  analysis  of  it;  I  am  not  ^ing  to  enter  { 
into  any  philc^ogicarexainination  of  its  words.  It 
is  idle  to  say  that  we  invited  him  as, an  ordinary 
emigrant,  to  come  here  to  enter  his  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  take  up  his  residence 
in  the  forest. 

To  be  sure, the  word  ''emigrants"  is  used  in  the 
original  resolution,  but  our  attention  w^as  fixed 
upon  the  leader  |ind  his  patriotic  band,  not  be- 
cause we  sought  them  for  the  usual  purposes  of 
emigration,  but  because  he  had  been  an  apostle 
and  had  become  a  martyr  of  liberty,  and  we  de- 
aired  to  honor  the  cause  and  to  honor  the  man; 
and  we  were  truly  anxious  to  rescue  all  these  inter- 
esting sufferers  from  the  evils  of  captivity,  and  the 
still  greater  evils  impending  over  them,  should 
Mohammedan  hospitality  be  compelled  to  yield 
to  Christian  menaces.  We  invited  the  great  leader 
of  a  great  revolution  to  come  tunonf  us;  one  who 
had  performed  a  nobis  part  in  the  nistory  of  his 
country,  in  the  history,  indeed,  of  the  human  race. 
It  was  an  imposing  procedure  on  our  part.     It 
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vss,  and  ma  intended  to  be,  a  testimonial  from 
Uif  C<mgrea9  of  the  United  Slates,  to  a  greaX  man 
Bad  a  kolT  cause.    Why,  it  went  forth  to  the 
vorid  aa  a  homage  from  a  great  Republic  to  a  priji- 
Ople,  -which  is  the  eorner-etone  of  its  own  inatitu- 
.#»,  and  was  announced  in  every  journal  from 
./^jifeimia  to  Siberia,  wherever  an  iron  despotism  ! 
plaeed  its  foot  upon  the  press.     It  was  a  1 
I  legislative  acL    The  arrival  of  the  i 
_  ^  ^on  this  |;ratelul  mission  upon  the 

4  H»citr»  walers  of  the  Hellespont  was  her- 
,  hy  the  aiuMHUieeroent  of  the  fact  to  all  the 
And  a  proud  day  it  was  for  us,  and  I 
human  liberty,  wiien  these  hope-deferred 
trod  the  deck  of  freedom,  and  (bund  the  en- 
A|nf  n  mat  and  free  people  waving  over  them. 
SbBMAd  noc  till  then,  were  they  safe. 
.  Jilare  we  now  to  mar  tkis  beautiful  page  of 
[Mlliiwyithifl  tribute  to  patriotism  and  freedom, 
[Si^png  that  we  merely  invited  a  party  of  un- 
fXtaKie  Hungarians,  as  **  emigrants,'*  to  our 
•a*d  th«e  they  have  landed,  and  there  we 
U«m?  "Diey  came  as  emigrants,  and  let 
as  such.  And  do  we  seek  lo  prove 
.If* philological  examination  of  the  invitation, 
'^  t  in  fact,  it  would  appear,  to  please  two  dcs- 
that  we  meant  no  honor  to  Koe- 
lo  his  companions,  none  to  the  cause 
ihej  have  devoted  themselves?  Why, 
tmmukoa  instincts  of  every  man  revolt 
fueii  a  perversion.  He  came  umler  no 
wmataneea.  He  came  an  exile,  indeed, 
and  revered,  wherever  liberty  has 
SB  abidiiig-pUce,  or  wherever  sincere  but 
HMMistkinn  ascend  to  Heaven  for  its  enjoy- 
rinsh,  were  the  condition  and  claims  of 
I  Rigretied^very  much  to  hear  upon  this 
I  of  reproach,  both  against  him  and  the 
sf  his  fiouBtry.  He  needs  no  eulogy 
He  viU  find  that  in  the  hearts  of  man- 
,  the  TQice  of  History.  His  jiame  will 
Is  pssterity,  imprinting  his  character  and 
ion  die  generation  among  which  his 
have  been  done.  Every  age  of  the 
by  the  advent  of  peculiar  indi- 
I  deoigsed  by  Providence  to  per- 
led  part  in  the  concerns  of  the 
s^  is  madced  by  the  deeds  of  Kos- 
Bir«  there  nauKt  be  some  great  fas- 
^  wanderer,  without  pow^,  with- 
it  a  country.  Such  processions 
welcoDMU  his  arrival  both  here 
jhave  scarcely  been  seen  in  the 
1  .libs  pageanta  of  Roman  triunmhs. 
such  voluntary  homage  from 
t  possessing  some  of  the  high- 
Htswaature.  Did  he  not,  his  pres- 
jlivolve  the  enchantment,  and 
toe  dimensions.  But  entbu- 
le  as  he  becomes  better 
[jttsiB  tendering  to  him  the  tribute 

s  been  said  about  the  revolution 
a  good  deal  in  disparagement  of 
^IbBow  these  assaults  to  repel  them. 
ft'woric  of  sttperero^tion  in  this  coun- 
mft  hvowever,  that  it  was  a  great  and 
VMrthy  of  the  descendants  of  that 
who,  centuries  ago,  upon  the  fron- 
m  upheld  the  banner  of  the  Cross 
'  of  the  Prophet  of  Mecca.    It 
,  that  the  Huninurians  began  their 
professions  OMoyalty  to  the  Aus- 
asd  of  attachment  to  the  Austrian  em- 
bat  little  at  first,  and  that  they 
determination'  not  to  be  separated 
a  country;  and  all  this  is  brought 
t  ss  a  charge  and  a  proof  of  inconsist- 
*  kcenty.    Well,  sir,  this  is  almost  a 
oot  of  our  own  revolutionary  hiato- 
a  fiarrative  of  events  and  feelings  In 
«svitry,  connected  with  the  origin  and 
«f  oar  struggle  with  England.    The  re- 
Wi  Bse  to  say  the  identity,  is  remarkable. 
tM  oar  revolutionary  fathers  do.>    They, 


lN^Atts.viih.dsehirations  of  attachment  to  the 
^^UraMrn  and  people,  and  it  is  a  historical 
^tA-lMOHd  eootnidiction,  that  they  did  not 
pl^  fipstsliiin,  aod  they  at  first  condemned 
svfl.  if  the  nungsrians  boasted,  as 
IJkmX  Aey  were  the  Ernest  supporters 
power,  and  had  freely  shed  their 
»did  not  the  oo^le  patriots  who 
our  fl^ormy  and  periloss 


crisis,  did  they  not  boast  in  hke  manner,  that  they 
had  shown  their  attachment  lo  England  by  fight- 
ing her  battles  in  tlie,  wars  of  1745  and  1760,  and 
h^  taken  efiicient  parts  in  the  capture  of  the  Ha- 
vana, of  Louisbourg,  and  of  duebec,  and  in  the 
annihilation  of  the  French  power  upon  this  Con- 
tinent.' So  began  the  contest,  but  suflferings  aiid 
sacrifices  on  one  side,  and  cruelty  and  oppression 
on  the  other,  soon  changed  all  these  feelings,  and 
converted  sincere  friendship  into  deadly  enmity. 
And  such  is  the  natural  course  of  all  revolutions. 
They  generally  commence  with  moderate  de- 
mands, but  soon  change  their  character  and  seek 
the  permanent  establishment  of  independence. 
Concessions,  which  would  at  first  have  been  re- 
ceived with  gratitude,  are  aHerwards  spurned  with 
contempt,  and  the  strug^^ling  party  rises  in  its 
hopes  and  expectations  in  proportion  to  its  own 
exertions  and  to  the  prospects  of  success.  I  re- 
peat, it  is  human  nature.  Attempts  at  subju- 
gation produce  tl^eir  necessary  consequences — 
enmity  and  alienation.  Now,sir,  I  do  hope  we  shall 
hear  no  more  of  Hungarian  inconsistency  and  in- 
sincerity; because  little  was  asked  at  first  and 
much  afterwards;  for  we  cannot  hear  it  without 
being  sensible  that  the  same  accusation  may  be 
made  against  Washington  and  his  associates, 
whom  we  all  love  and  honor.  This  has  been  pre- 
cisely the  course  of  all  men,  whs  have  had  to  aght 
the  oattles  of  freedoin»  since  human  rights  first 
contended  a^^ainst  human  despotism. 

Mr.  President,  what  is  the  object  of  the  present 
proceeding?-"!  refer  now  to  the  resolution  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  3iissLssippi,  [Mr. 
Foots,]  as  it  is  more  comprehensive  than  the  one 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
■Sbwasd,]  and  better  opens -the  whole  subject. 
But  by'^nd-hy  I  shall  briefiy  consider  the  latter. 
What,  I  repeat,  is  the  object  of  this  proceeding  ? 
It  is  to  express  the  interest  of  the  American 
people  and  their  representatives  in  the  glorious 
cause,  aye,  and  in  the  glorious  fate  of  this  great 
Himgarian  leader.  What  was  that  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi?  It  wss  substan- 
tially an  expression  of  '*  sympathy^  for  a  people 
**  unfurling  the  banners  of  freedom,"  in  the  beau- 
tiful words  of  Washington;  and  these  words  fur- 
nish a  precedent,  which  I  hope  the  Senators  from 
Georgia  and  Kentucky  [Mr.  Bbrsibk  and  Mr. 
Unoeswood]  will  consider  sufficiently  authorita- 
tive to  enable  them  to  join  us  upon  this  occasion 
in  expressing  the  sympathy  of  our  countrymen,  as 
the  same  feding  was  expressed  by  the  first  and 
greatest  of  our  Chief  Magistrates  in  the  heroic  age 
of  the  Republic.  What  have  nations  a  right  to 
do^-a  real  practical  right  to  do — ^under  the  cir- 
cumstances, in  which  we  are  placed  ?  That  is  the 
true  ciuestion,  divested  of  all  tne  fears,  whose  anti- 
cipations have  here  fallen  from  eloquent  tongues, 
but  I  trust  upon  unbelieving  ears.  Why,  sir, 
every  nation  has  the  right  to  open  wide  its  doors, 
and  to  receive,  with  welcome  and  kindness,  all  the 
victims  of  oppression,  who,  seeking  to  free  their 
country  from  despotism,  encounter  the  disastrous 
chances  of  a  revolution,  and  are  competed  to  seek 
safety  by  flight.  These  unfortunate  men  are  re- 
ceived and  protected  by  every  Govern  ment  under 
heaven,  except  where  excluded  by  the  joint  stip- 
ulations of  some  of  those  iron-hearted  rulers,  whose 
vengeance  nothing  but  human  blood  will  satisfy, 
and  who  desire  to  cut  ofi*  all  means  of  escape 
from  homeless,  houseless  patriots.  The  moment 
a  revolution  is  put  down,  those  who  have  taken 
part  in  it,  flee  elsewhere,  if  they  can,  for  protection. 
In  Europe  they  find  refuge  in  France  and  Eng- 
land. There  are  at  this  moment,  some  half  a 
dozen  wandering  pretenders,  whom  revolution- 
ary events  have  expelled  or  withheld  from  thrones, 
and  who  are  roammg  through  Europe,  protected 
by  its  various  Governments.  Englanu,  at  one 
time,  afforded  an  asylum  to  the  refugees  of  two, 
if  not  of  three,  revolutions.  I  am  not  sure,  that 
the  representative  of  the  Bourbon  family  was 
there  when  Louis  Philippe  was  overthrown,  but 
Louis  Philippe  himself,  and  those,  who  led  to  the 
revolution,  that  dethroned  him,  and  were  the  vic- 
tims of  another  stru^le,  found  themsdves  in 
England  at  the  same  time,  ouietly  enjoying  the 
protection  of  her  laws.  Wno  ever  complained 
that  a  place  of  refuge  was  thus  found  for  the 
unfortunate?  And  yet,  what  is  the  importance 
of  a  small  band  of  exiles  upon  a  distant  continent 
to  the  real  presence  and  protection  of  him 
who  daims»  by  the  grace  of  God,  ths  government 


of  a  cotmtry  ?  If  the  former  is  justly  offensive,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  latter  is?  If  this 
poor  orivilege  of  escape  were  taken  away,  yot^. 
woula  shut  up,  within  a  condemned  district, 
every  man  under  the  ban  of  his  rulers,  and  you 
would  make  each  of  the  despotic  countries  of 
Europe  one  vast  slaughter-house;  and  still  more, 
you  would  destroy  the  very  germs  of  liberty, 
throughout  a  vast  portion  of  the  world.  But  stril 
further,  the  Gk>vemments  of  Europe  appropriate 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  stran^rs,  thus 
thrown  upon  their  hospitality.  The  British  Qov* 
ernment  has  done  this,  and  so  has  the  Government 
of  France,  and  to  a  huge  amount,  for  exiles,  who 
have  taken  refuge  there.  It  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  the  banished  pretenders  to  several  of  the  Eu- 
ropean, tlirones,  have  been  aided,  if  not  wholly 
supported,  by  the  contributions  of  their  monarch- 
ical brethren,  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
retain  their  positions.  And  are  we  to  refrain 
from  even  the  poor  tribute  of  expressing  our  sym- 
pathy for  these  interesting  strangers,  who  come 
amons:  us — these  patriotic  exiles,  because  we  are 
republicans,  and  they  desire  their  countrymen  to 
become  such  ?  No  one  complains  of  monarchical 
sympathy !  Let  no  man  in  thie  free  country  com- 
plain of  the  republican  expression  of  it.  It  is  futile 
to  talk  about  intervention.  There  is  no  interven- 
tion in  all  this. 

I  suppose  it  would  be  a  much  more  offensive 
proceeding  to  a  persecuting  government  to  have 
the  subjects  of  its  wrath  protected  and  main- 
tained, than  would  be  a  mere  expression  of  S3rm- 
pathy  in  their  misfortunes. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  a  great  principle,  which 
no  one  can  deny,  and  that  is,  that  in  the  internal 
contests  of  other  countries,  where  one  portion  of 
a  community  is  endeavoring  to  throw  off  an  iron 
yoke,  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth  have  no  ri^ht 
to  interfere.  England,  and  her  continental  allies, 
violated  this  salutary  prohibition,  in  the  invasion 
of  France,  towards  the  commencement  of  her  rev- 
olution, and  signally  was  this  breach  of  duty  re- 
buked and  punishea  by  triumphant  armies,  who 
carried  the  tri-colored  flag  from  Lisbon  to  Mos- 
cow. As  far  as  I  understand,  this  is  the  very 
ground  taken  by  Kossuth  in  his  various  answers 
and  addresses,  conceived,  I  must  say,  in  the  genu- 
ine spirit  of  eloquence.  He  is  willing  to  abide  the 
issue  of  the  efforts  of  the  Hungarians,  if  they  are 
left  to  contend  with  the  power  of  Austria  alone. 
It  may  be,  that  in  the  many  and  extemporaneous 
answers  he  is  compelled  to  make,  he'has  not  al- 
ways laid  down  the  precise  limitations;  but  the 
general  purport  is  sufinciently  manifest,  and,  sir,  I 
niUy  agree  with  him  in  this  view".  Russia  and 
Austria  have  violated  this  great  salutary  principle. 
The  latter,  hard-pressed  by  the  gallant  Hungarians, 
invoked  the  aid  of  the  Autocrat,  ond  the  Cossacks 
poured  over  the  frontiers,  and  prostrated  in  the  dust 
the  banner  of  freedom.  Now,  what  may  other 
nations  rightfully  do  under  such  circumstances? 
The  law  of  nations  is  the  bond,  which  unites  all 
civilized  communities  together;  which  protects,  not 
always,  unfortunately,  butoflen,  the  weak  against 
the  strong — ^the  arbiter  which  substitutes  reason 
for  force.  Every  country  under  heaven  has  an 
interest  in  its  immunity  and  preservation. 

If,  then,  one  of  its  great  principles  is  violated,    "^ 
what  may  other  nations  rightfully  do?  ^  Why,  sir,    / 
the  answer  is  easy  and  clear.  If  any  nation  believes    / 
its  o  wn  interest  is  so  much  aflected  by  this  violation ,    { 
and  that  it  is  so  grave  in  its  character  as  to  justify    ) 
it,  it  may  resort  to  that  remedy  at  its  discretion.   It  / 
has  the  moral  right  to  appeal  to  that  final  arbiter  ; 
in    the    disputes    among   independent    Powen. 
Whether  it  will  take  that  serious  step  is  a  ques-  ' 
tion  for  iu  own  decision,  depending  upon  its  view 
of  its  own  interest  and  policy. 

But  there  are  other  methods,  than  war,  by  which 
the  feelings  and  disappfobation  of  the  impartial 
Governments  of  the  worid  may  be  expressed. 
They  may  make  a  public  nna  solemn  protest 
against  the  proceeding,  placing  upon  historic  rec- 
ord their  disapproval  of  this  conduct,  and  avowing 
.  their  determination  never  to  assent  to  the  conse- 
quences of  such  acts,  nor  to  the  doctrines  they  es- 
tablish. Or  they  may  remonstrate,  in  a  diplomatic 
form,  through  their  own  representative,  m  terms 
more  or  less  severe  and  decided,  as  the  gravity  of 
the  circumstances  and  the  interests  involved  may 
render  proper;  or  the  whole  subject  may  be  dis- 
cussed, and  the  joourse  condemned  in  the  legisla- 
tive bodies  of  other  QovemmeaU,  ss  is  done  in 
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France,  io  £ln^and»  and  in  the  United  States. 
The  public  opinion  of  the  world  is  a  powerful 
engine  in  its  social  and  political  systems;  and 
though  not  always  strong  enough  to  prevent  injus- 
tice, It  is  never  without  a  salutary  enect.  it  can- 
not be  wholly  sliut  out  from  the  most  despotic 
,  countries,  and  it  has  oflen  made  the  tyrant  tremble 
on  his  tlirone.  ^  And  the  halls  of  free  legislation 
are  the  very  places,  whence  this  warning  voice 
may  issue  to  perform  its  work.  It  seems  to 
have  been  assumed  in  this  discussion,  that  if  we 
remonstrate  against  infractions  of  the  law  of 
nations — against  this  high-handed  violation,  for 
example,  by  Russia  and  Austria — ^that  we  must 
be  prepared  to  support  our  declaration  by  war — 
that,  in  truth,  the  act  itself  pledges  us  to  war. 
Why,  sir,  no  ferror  can  be  greater  or  more  mis- 
chievous. The  protests  and  remonstrances  of 
nations  are  everyday  occurrences  in  the  diplomatic 
history  of  the  world.  England  put  upon  record 
her  protest  a^'nst  the  occupation  of  Cracow,  to 
record  in  all  time  her  disapprobation  of  that  act  of 
violence  and  injustice.  But  she  rested  there.  She 
did  not  think  the  circumstances  called  for  war. 
And  within  the  current  year,  it  is  known  that  both 
France  and  England  made  representations  against 
the  demand  of  Russia  and  Austria,  that  the  Sultan 
should  deliver  up  to  their  tender  mercies  the  un- 
fortunate Hungarian  exiles.  What  the  protesting 
States  would  have  done,  had  this  insolent  demand 
succeeded,  we  do  not  know.  It  did  not  necessa- 
rily follow,  that  they  would  go  to  war.  But  it 
would  be  time  ill  spent  to  multiply  instances  in 
illustration  of  this  doctrine.  Modem  history  is 
full  of  tliem,  and  they  are  familiar  to  all.  I  re- 
peat, that  what  we  snail  do,  in  cases  where  we 
find  it  necessary  to  pursue  this  mode  of  expressing 
our  disapprobation,  is  a  mere  question  or  policy; 
and  if  we  do  nothing  but  put  ourselves  right  by 
thisprocess  of  a  disapproval,  we  comprom  it  neither 
our  dignity  nor  our  nonor.  We  put  our  views 
upon  record,  and  then  we  are  free  to  act  at  any 
time  thereafter,  as  we  please. 

I  take  it  for  granted ,  that  there  is  not  a  sane  man 
in  this  country  who  dreams  even  of  intervening  by 
force  in  this  affair — of  sending  a  fleet  to  cover  the 
Adriatic,  and  to  blockade  thelagunes  of  old  Venice, 
and  theport  of  Trieste,  or  anotlior  to  take  its  station 
on  the  Sound ,  and  close  the  entrance  of  the  Baltic  to 
the  ships  of  Russia.  It  is  not  physical  force  that 
every  true  lover  of  his  ^country  would  desire  to 
employ  on  this  occasion.  It  is  moral  force;  that 
powerful  lever  hi  the  aflfairs  of  the  world,  which 
sooner  er  later  will  do  its  work.  Like  truth,  it 
is  mighty  and  will  prevail.  Let  not  gentleman, 
therefore,  be  alarmed  at  the  proposed  expression 
of  sympathy  and  interest.  It  may  keep  alive  the 
hopes  of  oppressed  millions  in  Europe  to  know 
that  their  condition  and  prospects  receive  the  warm 
regard  of  the  great  Republic,  wliich  in  the  new 
hemisphere  has  preceded  them  in  the  struggle  for 
freedom,  and  "now  reaps  the  reward;  and  in  doing 
this,  we  keep  ourselves  stillHn  thepale  of  the  law  of 
^nations,  and  give  just  cause  of  oflfence  to  no  one. 

Mr.  President,  eloquent  allusions,  have  been 
made  here  to  the  ommous  condition  of  Europe. 
And  truly  it  is  sufficiently  threatening  to  fix  the  re- 
gard of  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world.  Elements  are 
at  work  there,  whose  contact  and  contest  must  ere 
long  produce  explosions,  whose  consequences  no 
man  cAn  foresee.  The  cloud  may  as  yet  be  no  bigger 
than  a  man's  hand,  like  that  seen  by  the  prophet 
from  Mount  Carmel,  but  it  will  overspread  the 
whole  hemisphere  and  burst  perhaps  in  ruins  upon 
the  social  and  political  systems  of  the  Old  World. 
Antagonistic  principles  are  doing  their  work  there. 
The  conflict  cannot  be  avoided.  The  desire  of 
man  to  govern  himself,  and  the  determination  of 
rulers  to  govern  him,  are  now  face  to  face,  and 
must  meet  in  the  strife  of  action,  as  they  have  met 
in  the  strife  of  opinion.  It  requires  a  wiser  or  a 
rasher  man  than  I  am,  to  undertake  to  foretell  when 
and  how  this  great  battle  will  be  fought;  but  it  is 
as  sure  to  come,  as  is  the  Sun  to  rise  again,  which 
is  now  descending  to  the  horizon.  What  the  free 
governmenu  of  the  worid  may  find  it  proper  to  do, 
when  this  great  struggle  truly  begins,  I  leave  to 
those  upon  whom  will  devolve  the  duty  and  the 
responsibility  of  decision .  Even  if  I  had  the  right, 
I  haveno  disposition,  to  lay  down  the  course,  which 
the  great  interests  of  humanity  may  require  the 
^en  established  g[ovemments  otthe  people  to  adopt. 
How  far  they  will  maintain  by  protest  or  remon- 
strance, or  how  Sar  they  will  MtMuaAnin  bf  aeUial  I 


force,  the  inviolability  of  the  law  of  nations,  or 
what  other  intervention  they  may  fifid  it  expedient 
to  adopt,  can  only  be  determined  when  tne  exi- 
gency arises.  For  myself,  I  would  leave  our  suc- 
cessors unshackled  by  any  declaration  upon  this 
grave  subject,  and  I  consider  it  unwise  to  prejudge 
either  the  circumstances,  or  the  courae  which  they 
may  then  impose  upon  us. 

An  auditor  listening  to  the  progre!»  of  this  dis- 
cussion might  naturally  suppose,  that  our  proceed- 
ings would  be  followed  by  viate  of  wrath  to  be 
poujied  out  by  Europe  upon  our  unfortunate  coun- 
try, to  which  the  plagues  of  Egypt  were  but  a  gentle 
shower,  compared  to  the  tornado  of  the  tropics. 
These  observations  have  relation  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Foote,]  and  I 
have  endeavored  to  show,  that  its  adoption  would 
give  no  just  cause  of  ofi*ence  to  any  Government 
whatever.  But  they  apply  witli  still  more  force 
to  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Sbwaro,]  wnich  simply  says  to 
the  Hungarian  Patriot,  You  are  welcome  to  our 
country.  And  is  it  possible,  that  one  member  of 
this  body  can  be  found,  who  sees  anything  offen- 
sive in  tnis  expression  of  regard,  or  anticipates  the 
slightest  danger  from  the  procedure?  If  there  is, 
let  him  console  himself.  W  ould  that  we  were  as 
secure  a£;ain8t  all  other  evils,  as  we  should  be 
against  the  wrath  of  European  sovereigns  for  this 
act  of  hospitality;  if  we  were,  our  &>vernment 
would  endure,  till  all  human  governments  shall 
have  fblfilled  their  functions  ana  disappeared.  - 

I  prefer  the  original  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  and  fegret  that  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  withdraw  it.  I  trust,  however,  that  it  will 
be  renewed.  My  next  choice  is  the  one  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields;]  but  if 
neither  of  these  can  pass,  I  shall  then  vote  for  the 

rroposition  of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  That, 
have  said,  is  a  mere  welcome,  tendered  to  our 
guest;  and  really,  sir,  I  cannot  treat  with  becoming 
gravity,  the  fear  that  its  adoption  is  to  raise  a  storm 
of  indignation  against  our  country,  which  is  al- 
most to  blot  us  out  from  the  record  of  nations. 
Never  could  cause  and  effect  be  more  dispropor- 
tionate. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ber- 
RiEv,]  proposes  an  amendment,  which  is  to  rescue 
us  from  our  perilous  condition,  by  making  a  decla- 
ration, whicn  decrees  that  we  declare  nothing  by 
this  otherwise  pregnant  resolution.  It  is  a  sortyof 
pronwnciamiento,  if  I  may  so  say,  which  is  to  an- 
nounce our  true  object,  and  to  serve  as  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  conclusion,  when  the  Russian  and  Austrian 
Cabinets  come  to  consider  this  grave  measure,  so 
directly  affectin^^  the  rights  and  honor  of  their 
sovereigns.  It  is  a  kind  of  abstract  annuncia- 
tion of  our  policy,  appended  to  one  of  the  most 
harmless  procedures,  that  ever  took  place  in  our 
legislation. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  this 
careful  r^s^rd  of  the  susceptibilities  of  European 
arbitrary  monarchs.  It  becomes  neitlier  us,  nor  the 

freat  people  we  in  part  represent.  It  is  said,  in- 
eed,  that  we  are  in  eff*ect  using  threats  towards  the 
crowned  heads,  who  rale  over  Russia  and  Austria. 
A  most  prolific  engine  of  mischief  is  this  same  res- 
olution. Our  countrymen  have  too  much  regard  for 
the  cliaracter  and  position  ofourcountry  to  approve 
of  the  use  of  menacing  language  by  their  servants 
to  other  Powers,  or  to  suffer  it  to  be  used  to  them. 
These  are  all  chimeras,  which  I  am  sure  a  little  re- 
flection will  dispel.  Let  us  stand  fast  to  our  dig- 
nity, our  character,  and  our  principles.  That  is 
no  threat;  and  if  it  ba  taken  as  such  by  the  Auto- 
crat of  Russia,  or  by  anybody  else,  so  be  it.  L*et 
him  follow  his  own  course,  and  seek  his  own 
remedy. 

This  proposed  amendment  is  a  sort  of  appeal  to 
the  good-will  of  these  monarchs,  saying  in  sub- 
stance, Take  no  offence,  for  we  mean  none.  The 
resolution  does  no^  pledge  us  to  do  you  any  injury , 
and  we  mean  to  let  Hun^ian  aflfairs  take  cart  of 
themselves.  Well,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  all 
this  is  uncalled-for,  undignined,  and  unworthy  of 
the  representatives  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this 
Union.    It  shall  never  receive  my  assent. 

The  old  well-known  spectre  of  precedents  has 
been  revived.  I  hope  that  the  two  honorable  Sen- 
ators, who  have  opposed  ouraction  on  thisaccount, 
will  see  in  the  precedent  of  General  Washington 
the  true  principles  of  this  case.  I  would  ask  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  if  the  time  has  not  arrived, 
vhea  Mm  may  aeft  pfeoedeats  ^  thooe%  who  aM  td 


follow  us,  as  they  have  been  set  by  those  who  pi 
ceded  us. 

^  It  has  been  well  said ,  that  the  existing^  generate 
stands  upon  the  shoulders  of  itspredeceBson;  i 
visual  horizon  is  enlai^ed  from  th is  elevation .  V 
have  the  experience  of  those,  who  have  ^one  befo 
us,  and  our  own,  too.  We  are  able  to  judge  ( 
ourselves,  without  blindly  following  in  tiieir  fot 
steps.  There  is  nothing  stationary  in  tiM  wod 
Moral  and  intellectual,  as  well  as'  physieal  veie 
ces,  are  in  a  state  of  progress ;« or,  rather,  we  a 
marching  onwards  in  the  investigation  of  thi 
true  principles.  It  is  presumptuous  at  any  ti« 
to  say,  that  now  is  the  best  possible  eondition 
human  nature;  let  us  sit  still  and  be  satisfied;  the 
is  nothing  more  to  learn.  I  believe  in  no  sui 
doctrine.  I  believe  .w^  are  always  learning.  II 
hi^ve  a  right  to  examine  for  ourselves.  In  tet» 
is  our  duty  to  do  so.  Still,  air,  I  would  ncHraall 
reject  the  experience  of  the  worid,  any  more  tla 
I  would  blindly  follow  it.  I  have  no  such  ida 
I  have  no  wish  to  prostrate  all  the  barriars  raiM 
by  wisdom »  and  to  let  in  upon  us  an  inundatioiii 
many  such  opinions,  as  have  been  promulgated! 
the  present  age  ;  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  adopt  a 
a  principle  of  conduct,  that  nothing  is  to  be  doi 
except  what  has  been  done  before,  and  prariwf 
as  it  was  then  done.    So  much  for  precedents. 

Sir,  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  is  this  d* 
presented  in  the  American  Senate-^xtreordinaf| 
I  mean,  when  compared  with  what  took  plaee  m 
long  since  in  one  or  those  old  regions,  which  wCR 
the  cradle  and  threaten  to  become  the  tonih« 
civilization.  The  comparison  of  our  course  wil 
that  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  is  far  from  beqi| 
flattering  to  our  national  vanity.  I  ara  apprAii 
sive,  that  the  nations  of  the  world  will  wonder  * 
our  timidity.  Here  we  are  halting;,  hesitating, 
doubting;  afraid  to  express  our  approbatioo  af « 
great  principle,  even  in  the  guise  or  a  mere  hospi- 
table Darren  welcome.  And  was  the  coadoot  M 
the  Successor  of  the  Prophet  marked  by  snch  vaetf- 
lation,  when  he  was  insolently  rec[uired  to  ' 
those  relics  of  a  revolution  to  their  rwlasriw 
mies,  that  they  might  expire  upon  an  A.aMm 
fold ,  or  sq/Ter  worse  than  death  from  ^iMaiuMQdtte 
knout  ?  He  nobly  answered,  **  Ab;  fJiMyksMisIm 
my  saU^  and  by  thejkitk  of  the  Prtrj^  not  t^hdrtf 
their  head$  shaU  be  i4mehtd,"  And  if  he  had  he« 
driven — ^if  the  successor  of  the  Othmans  had  beai 
driven  to  unfurl  the  standard  of  Mahomet,  aofl  •• 
defend  his  dominions  and  the  sacred  ri^ts  of  iqsk^ 
kind  at  the  head  of  his  armies,  every  true  Amts^ 
can  would  have  bid  him  God  speed,  and  wwdd 
have  prayed  for  his  success  in  upnoldin^  the  dec- 
trines  of  Christiauit;^  against  the  persecuting  ^nt 
of  self-styled  Christian  rulers.  1  think  that  his 
rejection  of  the  demands  of  these  too  great  Powers, 
one  of  which  touches  his  open  frontier  for  hos- 
dreds  of  miles,  while  the  other  is  alwajs  rendr  io 
pour  its  myrmidons  from  the  heights  of  the  Bal- 
kan  and  to  drive  him  from  Constasciiiopie  across 
the  Bosphorus, — I  say  I  think  hia  tourse  upon 
this  occasion  was  one  of  the  most  remaikable  in- 
stances of  flnnness,  that  the  world  has  lately  sees. 
1  give  him  credit  for  it,  and  still  the  more,  when  I 
see  with  what  cautious  deliberation  intelligent  frtei 
men  explore  this  subject,  and  how  unvrilTing  they 
are  to  move  when  tliere  is  in  truth  ^*  nctkwig  It 
make  iu  t^aid,**  ' 

There  is  another  circumstance  connected  with 
this  matter,  of  a  very  diflferent  character,  butscaree^ 
J  ly  less  extraordinsffy .  Here  is  a  subject  preseatsl 
(•^to  Congress  in  the  gravest  form  by  Ux^  Presidea* 
in  his  annual  messa^,  a  document  every  wh 
read  through  the  civilized  world.  He  asks 
special  attention  to  it,  and  a  resolution  is  in 
duced,  as  an  honorable  Senator  has  publu^ 
stated— *and  no  man  ever  doubted  his  word — at  tM 
instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  give  effect  M 
the  President's  recommendation;  and  yet  we  as^ 
gentlemen  of  the  same  political  party  opposing  tbd 
whole  proceeding,  with  zeal  amounting  almost  n 
warmtn,  because  it  may  give  offence  to  other  Powj 
ers.  The  hi^h  officers  specially  charged  with  ou 
foreign  relations,  and  wno  ouglit  best  to  under 
stand  the  bearing  of  this  proposition  upon  themi 
tell  us  J)y  theirjcondnct,  that  the  preposition  i^ 
right.  No  injury  can  result  from  it,  nor  will  any 
one  have  just  cause  of  complaint.  ^  I  repeat,  tfaa^ 
the  circumstance  is  a  very  extraordinary  one,  and 
far  beyond  my  comprehension.  The  Kxecutiv^ 
says,  by  the  nature  of  his  communication,  tbers 
I  k  BO  danger  in  all  tbisi  whileooy 
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jnih  Jtxemimdsy  almost  proelainiing  the  downfall 
«f  oar  insUtudons.  There  seeme  to  be  a  curious 
tmrtrmion  going  on.  Upon  tme  question,  the 
l^rei^lsnt  is  abandoned  by  hie  own  party  and  sap- 
ted  kj  oiira.  ~  Well,  sir,  the  President  is  right, 
Lfiir  (nee  I  am  an  Administration  man.  f  go 
#tt  moTement,  heart,  soul;  and  body.  I  have 
of  the  consequences,  and  if  I  know  my 
I,  they  would  defend  the  sacred  cause 
opinion  and  action,  if  assailed,  against  all 
_  of  the  earth. 

pviir.  BERRIEN.    Mr.  President,  the  question 
lieh  18  before  the  Senate  is  upon  the  first  branch 
tllie  afnendment  which  1  haa  the  honor  to  sub- 
While  that  is  the  question,  it  is  the  only 
subject  of  discussion.    The  Senator  from 
(Mr.  Cabs]  has  traversed  the  whole 
the  ori^al  resolution.    I  am  not  dis- 
[  la  follow  hira  in  that  discursive  course,  but 
laddrcNBsed  certain  of  his  observations  espe- 
'to  myself;  and  upon  these  I  desire  to  make 
'  biief  remarks. 

tSsoatorfrom  Michigan  inquires  emphati- 
6mi  me,  whether  we  at  this  day  have  not  a 
ismike  a  precedent.    I  am  disposed  to  an- 
ibr  question  with  a  frank  simplicity,  and 
t#ttiDct  affirmation  of  the  proposition  itself, 
lably  we  have  a  right,  in  the  adminis- 
ef  the  affiura  of  this  Gk>vernment,  to  do 
ivluch  in  odr  judgment  the  circumstances 
Lionoand  us  may  require;  and  if  those  oir- 
have  not  previously  existed,  by  the 
of  the  act  which  establishes  a  prece- 
But  how,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
I,  did  this  doctrine  of  precedents  come 
discussion  ?    Was  it  introduced  by  the 
of  the  resolution?    Was  it  introauced 
«dvoeata8  of  the  amendment?    No,  sir. 
raorers  of  this  resolution  soyeht  to 
the  ibnndation  of  precedent,  and  what 
upon  the  subject  of  precedent  has 
f  Co  show  that  the  foundation  upon 
to  erect  the  superstructure  was 
attompt.    If  the  circumstances  of 
ilWfJv^y^^  act  which  you  are  about  to 
"  I  denies  the  right  to  make  a  prece- 

sot  objected  to  a  precedent,  if  the 
ijystifyit:  but  when  you  have  sought 
proposition  upon  the  basis  of  prece- 
ssod  to  you  that  the  circumstances 
k;  that  you  are  countera<!ting  an 
of  your  country.    Theafnend- 
oSered  was  presented  with  a 
;  Senators  to  place  themselves  dis- 
t  «Bantry  in  affirmation  or  denial 
'kf^fiey  of  this  Government, 
toitleman  talks  of  timidity — of 
i«i«Beiting  the  indignation  of  the 
}iB  be  prevented  from  interforing 
-  ^i--i      Kfs  of  Hungary.  He  speaks  of 
^Mv  lAUl' fBMkmeQ  seem  to  entertainr.ihe 
cms  to  think  animates  them  at 
ir.     I  bag  to  say  to  that  honor- 
at  I  have  not  b€«n  influenced  by 
WHph  of  timidity;  that  the  question, 
I  ifcafl  ezeite  the  indignation  of  foreign 
i  aei  in  the  lightest  de^ee  actuate  me; 
lappr^eosion  of  war  itself,  whenever 
MsU  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
1  her  honor  may  require  that  she 
last  resort,  I  ^1  meet  it  with  as 
ofits  consequences  as  the  hon- 
voqn  Michigan  ,'^or  any  individual 
indifference  to  such  a  result.    No, 
by  which  I  have  been  actuated  is 
loi  a  consideration  of  the  influence 
y  have  upon  the  minds  of  those 
^pfopossd  we  shall  restrain;  not  a  fear 
«B  of  any  just  and  rightful  war 
be  involved;  but  a  re^urd  to  the 
of  my  own  country^  and  a  solenm 
yen  do  not  present  those  drcum- 
aatthorice  yon  to  put  at  hazard  the 
rf  the  country.    That  is  the  ground 
1  hsTe  presented  this  proposition; 
llbftfimiiMl  upon  which  I  have  resisted  the 
K  «C  tins  rttotution . 

qoeitioa  which  is  immediately  be- 
upon  the  first  branch  of  the 
kiHilA  I  have  submitted;. and  it  is  upon 
t  I  desire  to  have  an  expression 
wiSi*  Will  you  make  this  an  in- 
MA  to  Oovemor  Kossuth  ?  Will 
M  «i  Mm  sole  individuftl  who  is 


I  have 
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entitled  to  your  cordial  welcome,  or  will  you  in- 
clude with  him  those  Hungarian  patriots  in  sub- 
ordinate situations,  who  have  struggled  with  a  de- 
votion to  iVeedom  as  ardent  as  his  own  in  this  great 
cause?  Or  are  yon  disposed,  by  votin&p  against  this 
branch  of  the  amendment,  to  exclude  those  Hunga- 
rian patriots,  who,  like  Governor  Kossuth,  periled 
life,  fortune,  all,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  principles 
for  which  they  contended  ?  Why  will  you  make  this 
dictinction  ?  I  shall  not  at  this  moment  turn  you 
to  the  words  of  the  original  invitation,  but  I  ask 
you-~considering  it  as  a  perfectly  new  case — as  a 
question  unaflected  by  any  preceding  action — sup* 
pose  this  question  now  presented  to  you:  Here 
are  upon  our  shores  a  body  of  Hungarmn  patriots 
with  their  leader.  They  nave  all  strugglea  in  this 
glorious  cause.  Shall  we  4hrect  our  sympathies 
to  the  leader?  Shall  we,  freemen,  recognizing 
the  principle  of  equality-— adhering  with  devo- 
tion to  freedom,  whether  it  burn  in  the  bosom  of 
a  President,  a  Governor,  or  an  humble  citizen — 
shall  we  say  to  these  people  you — the  mass — ore 
bej[ond  the  reach  of  our  sympathy  ?  We  have 
invited  you  here,  to  be  sure;  and,  according  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  we  shall 
give  you  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land;  but 
you  are  not  the  objects  of  our  cordial  sympathy; 
you  are  not  the  persons  to  whom  we  will  extend 
the  cordial  welcome  which  this  resolutionproposes. 
The  only  individual  among  you  is  Louis  Kossuth — 
to  whom  the  open  hand  of  welcome  shall  be  ex- 
tended, but  not  to  you.  If  this  were  a  question 
of  first  impression---if  we  had  not  committed  our- 
selves by  our  previous  action,  I  ask  Senators 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  make  this  dis- 
crimination between  the  private  and  the  officer — 
open  your  heart  to  the  leader,  but  turn  the  back 
of  your  hand  to  his  associates  by  whom  he  was 
sustained,  and  without  whose  exertions  and  ex- 

Eosures  to  peril,  from  which  he,  perhaps,  might 
ave  been  safe,  his  efforts  would  have  been  utterly 
unavailing?  Is  this  a  principle  of  your  action? 
Would  this  be  a  rule  or  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, if  it  were  a  question  of  first  impressions — if 
we  were  not  already  committed  by  our  previous 
action  ? 

When  we  turn  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  these.  Hungarian 
patriots,  the  idea  which  I  was  desirous  of  present- 
mg  to  the  Senate  receives  a  thousandfold  addi- 
tional force.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
nui  will  not  engage  in  any  philological  analysis  of 
tne  original  resolution.  He  will  not  engage  in 
critical  commentary  upon  its  words.  Wno  has 
asked  it  ?  Who  has  called  upon  the  Senator  to  go 
into  an  analysis,  or  commedtary,  upon  the  woras 
of  the  original  resolution  ?  The  plain ,  the  obvious 
interpretation  of  these  words,  points  out  to  us 
what  we  have  done  before,  and  is  an  index  to  us 
of  what  we  ought  to  do  now,  so  far  as  it  is  proper 
for  us  to  act  at  all.  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  Senator  to  that  resolution.  He  will 
not  agree  to  any  analysis  or  commentary  upon  it; 
and  why  ?  To  substitute  his  estimation  of  what 
has  been  done,  for  the  record  of  what  has  been 
done.  He  says  we  have  invited  Gbvemor  Kossuth 
here,  under  curcumstances  which  he  has  glowingly 
depicted,  as  the  great  leader  of  a  noble  struggle 
for  freedlom.  He  says  we  have  invited  him  here 
in  that  capacity.  I  aeny  the  fact;  and  I  appeal  to 
the  record — to  no  philological  analysis — to  no  criti- 
cal cq^mentary  upon  it,  but  to  the  plain  recoxded 
language  of  the  American  Congress; 

A  Resoltition  for  the  relief  of  Loots  Koasuth  and  his  Asso- 
ciates, exiles  from  Hungary. 

Whereas  the  peoirfe  of  the  United  States  sincerely  wjm- 
pathize  with  the  Hungarian  exiles,  Kossath  and  his  asso- 
ciates, and  fully  appreciate  the  magnanimous  conduct  of 
the  Turkish  Government  in  receivinff  and  treating  ^ese 
noble  exiles  with  kindness  and  hospitiuity ;  and  if  it  l>e  the 
wish  of  these  exiles  to  emigrate  to  ttie  United  Ststei.  and 
the  wilt  of  the  Saltan  to  permit  them  to  leave  his  dominions : 
Therefore, 

Be  U  rewlved  by  the  Senate  and  H6iue  ofRejtre$entaiivet 
of  the  United  States  of  jSmeriea  in  Congrett  anewMed, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  hereby 
is  requested  to  authorize  the  employment  of  some  one  of  the 
public  vessels  which  may  now  be  cruising  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  receive  and  convey  to  the  United  States  the  said 
Louis  Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  captivity. 

I  said  that  if  this  was  a  case  of  first  impression, 

our  sympathy  was  equally  due  to  the  associates 

of  Mr.  Kossuth  as  to  himself.    I  say  we  are  not 

at  all  at  liberty  to  moot  the  question;  that  we  have 

1  committed  ourselves  by  the  expression  of  our 

sympathies  for  his  associates  as  well  as  for  }iim- 

self;  that  we  have  invited  them  to  our  eounftry  if 


they  desired  to  emigrate;  and  that  we  have  im- 
posed upon  ourselves,  therefore,  an  obligation  to 
fulfill  any  reasonable  expectation  which  uat  invi- 
tation was  calculated  to  excite. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  it  is  quite  cus- 
tomary for  Governments  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  exiles,  whether  monarchs  or  of  lower 
rank.  I  doubt  not  the  power  of  this  Government 
-—I  have  no  doubt  that  we  would  violate  no  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  nations  in  extending  to  these 
Hungarian  patriots  such  assistance  as  would  be 
necessary  to  make  the  asylum  which  we  have 
offered  to  them  a  comfortable  one.  I  have  no 
such  doubt. '  But  the  question  which  I  here  pre- 
sent to  you  is,  Will  you  confine  your  sympathy — 
will  you  confine  your  benevolence — ^will  you  con- 
fine tne  manifestations  ofyour  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  civil  liberty  throughout  the  world,  to  tlie  person 
of  Louis  Kossuth  alone,  and  turn  the  back  of  your 
hand  upon  those  whom  you  have  invited  with 
him,  and  whom  you  authorized  to  expect  would 
have  a  comfortable  asylum  accorded  to  them? 
That  is  the  question.  It  is  upon  this  branch  of 
the  amendment  that  Senators  are  now  to  record 
their  votes,  and  that  the  country  will  find  whether 
they  mean  to  make  this  distinction  in  favor  of  the 
leaner,  and  against  his  followers  who  assisted  him 
to  achieve  that  fame  which  is  the  subject  of  ad- 
miration. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  merely  to  answer  the 
question  put  to  me  so  emphaticsLily  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Georgia,  whether  I  am  in  favor 
of  making  these  distinctions,  or  not?  I  reply* 
that  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  making  these  dis- 
tinctions. Mr.  President,  you  know,  and  every 
Senator  knows,  that  it  is  an  old  way  to  defeat  a 
measure  by  tacking  tail  after  tail  to-  it.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia  has  any  such  object  in  view,  but  I  believe 
he  would  vote  tor  the  resolution  if  amended  to  suit 
him .  I  reminded  the  honorable  Sensitor  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  the  other  day,  of  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed  to  a  resolution  of 
mine  two  years  ago.  I  then  proposed  to  suspend 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  Austria.    He  pro- 

r>sed  to  tack  on  Russia.  And  if  that  had  carried, 
suppose  some  one  else  would  have  moved  to 
attacn  China,  and  so  on;  and  we  might  have  trav- 
eled round  the  whole  circumference  of  the  globe 
before  we  got  a  vote  upon  the  original  resolution. 
Every  one,  therefore,  understands  it. 

Here  is  a  plain  and  distinct  proposition .  I  "con- 
fess,  for  one,  I  was  in  favor  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion. I  want  to  do  honor  to  the  great  principle  of 
human  freedom  in  the  person  of  Kossuth.  Cir- 
cumstances have  given  him  a  high  and  lofty  posi- 
tion before  the  world ;  the  eyes  of  civilization  are 
upon  him,  and  I  desire  emphatically  to  declare  the 
opinion  of  the  American  people  with  reference  to 
the  principles  he  advocates.  That  is  the  reason  I 
do  not  wish  to  mingle  anything  else  with  this 
resolution .  I  tell  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  that  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  welcome  the  Italian  exiles, 
the  Irish  exiles,  or  any  other  exiles  who  have  come 
here  ftom  the  oppressions  ofMespotism;  and  if  he 
will  introduce  resolutions  for  these  purposes,  I  will 
vote  for  every  one  of  them.  But  I  will  not  tack 
them  on  to  tnis  proposition,  so  as  to  injure  or  de- 
feat it.  I  will  vote  for  every  resolution  he  can 
bring  forward  wdcoming  a  political  exile  from  a 
land  of  oppression  to  a  land  of  freedom.  All  I 
object  to  IS  the  place.  I  dp  not  want  to  have  this 
resolution  defeated  or  lessened  in  its  value  by  the 
addition  of  anything  else.  Although  I  honor 
Kossuth  much,  I  honor  liberty  more.  It  is  be- 
cause the  eyes  of  the  world  have  been  upon  him, 
and  Providence  seems  to  have  placed  him  as  the 
great  leader,  at  the  head  of  his  countrymen;  and 
Sierefore,  in  some  measure,  he  has  become  the 
incarnation  of  a  principle,  and  1  am  willing  to  do 
honor  to  the  man,  and  honor  to  the  principle  with 
which  he  is  connected. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  does  not  impute  to  me  the  intention. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  said  that  I  believed  the  Senator 
would  vote  for  thi  proposition;  but  I  spoke  of  the 
genera]  effect  of  tacking  these  things  to  resolutions 
Uiat  were  introduced.  I  know  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator—and I  stated  that  I  knew  he  would  vote  for 
his  proposition.  But  we  have  seen  instances  in 
this  Senate  where  men  have  brought  forward  prop- 
ositions which  they  did  not  mean  to  vote  for. 
Therefore  I  am  always  cautious. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
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the  Senate,  ae  well  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
will  render  it  entirely  unnecessary  for  roe  to  dis- 
claim  any  intention  to  do  what  he  says  is  fre- 
quently done.  But  is  this  a  tackinff  to  an  orinnai 
proposition  of  an  amendment  which  is  calculated 
to  defeat  it?  Did  not  the  mover  of  this  resolution 
beg^  by  detaching  from  the  original  resolutbn  of 
the  Senate  the  associates  of  Governor  Kossuth? 
That  resolution  embraced  Governor  Kossuth  and 
his  associates.  In  the  spirit  of  that  resolution 
they  have  been  brought  to  our  shores.  Why  do 
you  not  embrace  them  all  in  this  welcome?  So 
far  have  I  been  from  attaching  any  extraneous 
subject  to  that  which  was  the  onginal  spirit  of  the 
movement,  that  it  in  the  nfK>ver  of  this  resolution 
who  has  detached  Governor  Kossuth  from  his  as- 
sociates who  were  united  with  him  in  the  original 
resolution .  The  original  resolution  embraced  them 
both,  and  I  desired  merely  to  restore  the  ancient 
Jtehie — to  carry  out  the  on^inol  proposition  of  the 
Congress,  and  to  correct  the  detachment  of  these 
Hungarian  patriots  from  their  leader. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech.  My  views  of  this  resolution  are 
well  known.  I  shall  vote  for  it  in  almost  any 
shape  in  which  it  can  be  presented.  My  object  is 
simply  to  divest  the  subject,  if  possible,  with  some 
suggestions  of  my  own,  from  some  extraneous 
considerations  which  have  been  thrown  around  it. 
Senators  are  looking  'to  the  consequences  to  result 
from  the  action  of  foreign  nations,  growing  out  of 
this.  Gbntlemen  have  been  so  fond  of  reading  the 
foreign  history  of  the  world,  that  they  have  neg- 
lected domestic  history.  If  gentleman  had  read 
carefully  the  history  of  this  country,  they  would 
have  seen  that  there  is  a  precedent  for  every  step 
that  may,  by  any  contingency,  arise.  Suppose 
wt  pass  this  resolution,  and  suppose  som%  ofieoce 
is  taken  at  it:  what  have  we  to  do?  Simply^  in- 
troduce a  joint  resolution,  and  reannex  Hungary 
to  this  country.  [i«au?hter.]  Reannexation  is 
the  remedy  which  is  to  be  applied.  Suppose  Aus* 
tria  squirm  at  that;  then  aU  tnat  is  to  be  done  is, 
for  us  to  declare  that  war  exists  by  the  act  of 
Austria.  [Lauehter.]  Then  we  can,  according 
to  precedent,  t«Ke  two  thirds  of  Austria.  I  wish 
to  commend  this  view  of  the  subject  to  gentlemen 
whose  minds  are  oppressed  by  fear  of  ue  conse- 
quences that  will  grow  out  of  the  action  of  foreign 
nations.  I  am>eal  to  the  conservative  portion  of  the 
Senate — witnout  any  offence^— that  here  is  a  pre- 
cedent clear  and  well  established :  a  precedent  whidi 
has  led  to  glorious^  results  heretofore;  and  we 
shall  not  only,  in  this  way j  welcome  one  hero  to 
our  shores,  but  we  shall  raise  up  another  brood  of 
our  own.  [Laughter.]  I  am  sony  to  see  Sena- 
tors treat  so  serious  a  matter  so  lightly.  It  aeems 
to  me  to  be  unbecoming  the  subject. 

I  hope  that  this  resolution  will  pass.  A  word 
more  in  regard  to  the  admonition  whidi  has  been 
so  kindly,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  so  considerately 
bestowed  ^y  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
gfin.  I  have  refrained  from  offering  any  amend* 
raent  to  this  resolution.  I  had  another  victim  of 
oppression  in  my  mind's  eye,  and  I  have  a  good 
many  of  all  colors.  I  had  a  white  victim  in  my 
heart,  and  wanted  to  have  a  Uttle  sympathy  for 
him.  But,  instead  of  being  subject  to  censure,  by 
offering  an  amendment  for  that  purpose,  I  have 
reaervM  it  for  an  original  resolution.  And  I  pro- 
pose to  have  the  sympathies  of  die  Senate  ex- 
pressed, at  some  future  day,  in  favor  of  Abd  el 
Kader;  and|  therefore,  I  have  refrained t  and  will 
refrain,  firom  offering  any  amendment. 

A  Sbkator.    Is  he  white? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  as 
white  as  some  men  that  pass  for  white  men.  In 
accordance  with  what  I  have  said,  I  shall  vote 
against  all  of  these  amendments,  because^  when  I 
want  to  extend  the  right  hand  of  friendship  to 
Kossuth,  I  want  him  to  understand  that  it  is  a 
good,  honest  grip.-  I  don*t  want  to  say,  when  I 
meet  a  friend  fpdra  the  Southern  States— I  shake 
hands  with  you,  but  I  want  you  to  understand 
that  I  do  not  agree  to  all  your  notions,  and  I  do 
not  want  to  favor  your  peculiar  institutions — but 
I  want  to  give  hitn  an  honest  shake,  if  he  will 
take  it;  ana  if  he  takes  one  from  me,  I  do  not  ex- 
pect him  to  indorse  all  my  fanaticism  by  the  act. 
[LaughterJ 

Mr.  FOpTE,  of^  Mississippi.  I  simply  .rise  to 
say,  that  if  gentlemen  desire  to  vote  on  such  a 
resohition  as  that  described  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator fh>m  Q«0Tgift«  they  will  probably  have  an 


opportunity.  Sir,  I  understand  that  soch  a  reso- 
luuon  will  probably  be  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senotor  from  New  Jersey,  [Mf.  Stockton,]  after 
awhile,  as  a  separate  proposition.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  diDiculty  then.  1  am  glad  to  see  gen- 
tlemen's sympathy  enlarging  so  rapidly. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  not 
long  detain  the  Senate. 

1  regret  that  this  resolution  has  been  introduced > 
not  because  I  do  not  cordially  unite  with  all  my 
sympathies,  in  the  proposed  measures  for  the  re- 
c^ion  of  Governor  Kossuth,  but  for  the  reason 
that  it  could  not  pass  this  body  unanimously.  A 
resolution  to  give  such  a  I'eception  as  has  been 
proposed  should  pass  with  entire  unanimity;  for 
its  discussion  and  a  divided  vote  deprive  it  of  its 
chief  merit.  I  would  not  have  brought  forward 
the  resolution  for  the  simple  reason,  that  I  have 
yet  to  learn  that  tlte  man  lives,  or  ever  did  live, 
that  could  make  a  proposition  in  this  body  that 
would  not  give  rise  to  discussion.  It  has  been  ob- 
jeoVBd  to  this  resolution,  sir,  that  its  passage  would 
give  oflence  to  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe.  I 
have  heard  this  objection  raised  in  relation  to  so 
many  matters  of  legislation  that  I  have  become 
heartily  tired  of  it.*  1  do  not  deem  it  material 
whether  the  reception  of  Governor  Kossuth  will 
give  offence  to  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
^ive  just  cauu  of  offence.  The  question  with  me 
IS,  not  whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  des« 
potic  Powers  of  Europe;  for  I  well  know  that 
they  will  not  be  pleased  with  any  action  of  this 
Republic  which  gives  encouragement  to  Euro- 
pean movements  favorable  to  liMral  institutions  ; 
the  question,  therefore,  is  not  whether  they 
will  be  pleased  or  displeased,  but  whether  the 
adoption  of  such  a  resolution  gives  just  cause  of 
offence,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Sir,  I 
know  of  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  that 
deprives  a  Republic  of  the  right  of  expressing  its 
cordial  sympathy  in  all  movements  tending  to  the 
establishment  ot  free  principles  throughout  the 
world.  I  hold  that  it  is  our  duty  to  deiAonstrate 
our  heartfdt  sympathy  and  profound  admiration, 
by  every  act  which  is  appropriate  to  the  occasion 
and  to  the  subject-matter.  It  is  due  to  our  own 
character,  in  vindication  of  the  history  of  our  rev- 
olutionary struggles,  which  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  repunlican  institutions  upon  this  con- 
tinent. 

But  while  it  is  our  duty  to  do  this  much,  I 
would  take  no  step  which  would  violate  any  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  nations,  or  give  just  cause  of 
offence  to  any  Power  on  earth.  Nor  do  I  think 
that  a  cordial  welcome  to  Gkrvemor  Kossuth)  ac- 
companied by  the  expression  of  our  devotion  to 
the  cause  with  which  his  life  is  identified,  and  our 
sincere  desire  for  his  entire  success, can  beproperiy 
construed  into  such  cause  of  offence.  The  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Michigan  has  well  re- 
marked that  it  has  been  the  uscud  practice  of  all 
enlightened  nations  in  Europe  to  give  a  welcome 
and  an  asylum  to  all  exiles  wno  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful in  their  struggle  for  liberty  in  their  native 
land.  He  has  referred  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, and  mig[ht  also  have  cited  that  of  France 
during  the  period  that  he  represented  this  nation 
with  so  much  honor  and  dignity  at  the  Court  of 
Louis  Philippe.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  right, 
Louis  Phiuppet  for  many  years,  in  his  annual 
speech  from  the  throne,  expressed  his  heartfelt 
desire  and  stroi^^est  hopes  for  the  restoration  of 
the  natUmaUty  qf  Poland,  which  had  been  divided 
and  apportioned  amon^  tfie  Powers  composing  the 
Holy  Alliance  of  despotism.  He  did  not  stop  there, 
for,  under  the  direction  of  his  Minister  of  Finance, 
between  one  and  two  millions  of  frants  were  ap- 
propriated each  year  for  the  support  of  the  several 
thousand  exiles  then  in  his  own  capital,  waiting 
an  opportunity,  like  Kossuth  and  his  associates, 
to  return  and  engage  in  the  strugp^le  for  the  inde- 
pendence and  freedom  of  their  native  land.        * 

If,  then,  a  King,  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  could 
from  his  throne  express  such  a  desire  in  behalf  of 
unfortunate  Poland ^  and  at  the  same  time  could 
tax  his  people  to  raise  millions  of  money  for  the 
support  of  the  patriotic  exiles,  without  giving 
cause  of  offence  to  his  brother  Kings,  shall  it  be 
said  that  Democratic  America  is  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  grant  a  hearty  welcome  to  an  exile  who 
has  become  the  representative  of  libera]  principles 
throujghout  the  world,  lest  despotic  Austria  and 
Russia  shall-  be -offended?    We«hould  not  close 
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our  eyes  to  the  faet,  that  a  great  movement  is  i 
progress,  which  threatens  the  existence  of  ever, 
absolute  government  in  Europe.  It  will  be  ' 
struggle  between  liberal  and  absolute  principles^ 
between  Republicanism  and  Despotism.  Are  w 
to  remain  cold  and  indifferent  spectators  when  th 
time  of  action  shall  arrive,  and  the  exciting  scet^ 
shall  be  presented  to  our  view  ?  WiH  it  not  b^ 
come  our  duty  to  do  whatever  the  intei«sta,  honoi 
and  glory  of  our  own  country  moy  require,  ij 
pursuance  of  the  laws  of  nations,  to  gi  ve  encourajH 
ment  to  that  ^eat  movement?  Should  we  im 
recognize  the  independence  of  each  Republic  a 
soon  as  it  shall  be  established;  open  diplomad 
intercourse,  and  form  commercial  treaties;  and,  i| 
short,  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  tcnde^ 
in^  all  the  courtesies  and  privileges  which  shoun 
exist  between  friendly  nations  of  the  same  politi 
cal  faith  ?  I  think  that  the  bearing  of  this  coumd 
should  be  such  as-  to  demonstrate  to  all  mankinj 
that  America  sympathises  with  the  popular  movd 
ment  against  despotism,  whenever  and  w^herevej 
made.  I  hold  that  the  principle  kid  down  b^ 
Grovernor  Kossuth  as  the  oasis  of  his  aetion — thai 
each  State  has  a  right  to  dispose  of  her  own  desj 
tiny,  and  regulate  her  internal  affairs  in  her  owii 
way,  without  the  interferenceof  any  foreign  Powj 
er-^4s  an  axiom  in  the  laws  of  nations  whM\ 
every  State  ought  to  recognize  and  respect.  I  ani 
prepared  now  to  assert  and  affirm  the  nropositiot] 
oy  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  as  a  part  of  tne  interna- 
tional code.  It  is  equally  clear  to  my  mind,  thai 
any  violation  of  this  principle  by  one  nation,  in- 
tervening for  the  purpose  of  destroying"  the  liber- 
ties of  another,  is  such  an  infhiction  of  the  inter 
national  code  as  would  authorize  any  State  to 
interpose  which  should  conceive  that  it  had  suffi- 
cient interest  in  the  question  to  become-the  vindi- 
cator of  the  laws  of  nations.  The  armed  inter- 
vention of  Russia  to  deprive  HungaFy  of  her 
constitutional  rights,  was  such  a  vioMtiofi  of  tbe< 
laws  of  nations  as  authoriaed  England  or  tJw 
United  States  to  interfere  and  prevent  the  orni- 
summation  of  the  deed,  if  either  had  ctoMfi  to 
do  so.  If  another  alliance  shall  be  fttuwi  by 
the  despots  of  Europe  to  destroy  the  iMft^mlt^e 
of  freedom  that  now  remains,  the  questftm  w^ 
then  arise,  what  course  interest,  duty,  an4  hwer, 
require  us  to  pursue?  We  will  have  tberiglK,' 
under  the  law  of  nations,  to  interfere  or  rKft^  accord- 
ing to  our  convictiomof  duty,  when  the  casestnfl' 
be  presented.  I  will  not  ear,  as  moert  Senateraj 
have  said,  that  in  no  event  will  I  be  for  interference! 
by  this  Government.  I  will  jndge  of  the  csae 
when  it  arises.  To  say  in  advance  that  the  ITiiitfd 
States  will  not  interfere  in  vindication  of  the  hirs 
of  nations,  ie  to  give  our  consent  that  Ruwia 
may  interfere,  in  violation  of  the  international 
code,  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  an  independent 
nation.  Such  a  declaration  would  aff»rd  «s  much 
encoara|;ement  to  Russia  and  Austria  in  the  con- 
summation of  their  work  of  blood  asd  vengeance, 
as  a  similar  declaration  by  our  Gk>vet«RieBt  on  a 
recent  occasion  did  in  instigating  Spain  Co  butfiher 
American  citizens  without  the  form  of  trial,  and^ 
in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations.  I  will  make  no 
such  declaration.  I  wilt  grant  no  such  license  to 
the  absolute  governments  of  Europe.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  wiU  not  advise  the  declaration  in  advance 
that  we  will  interfere.  Such  a  declaration  roigbi 
be  looked  upon  as  a  blustering,  empty  threat.  I 
would  make  no  declaration  upon  the  subject  either 
way  until  the  prope^occasion  shall  arise.  I  wwild 
have  this  Republic  retain  within  herself  the  con^ 
trol  over  her  own  action,  so  that  we  may  be  in 
condition  to  do  whatever  our  interests  and  duty 
may  require  when  the  time  for  action  comes,  i 
think  this  h  the  most  dignified  and  imposing  po- 
sition our  country  can  occupy.  It  gives  us  thej 
control  of  our  own  movements,  hnd  enables  us  to 
perform  our  duties  to  ourself  and  to  thereat  of  the 
world  according  to  our  convictions  fVom  day  to 
day  and  year  to  year,  as  the  occasion  shaM  present 
itself. 

Sir,  something  has  been  said  about  an  alliance 
with  En^and,  to  restrain  the  march  of  Rossie 
over  the  European  Continent.  I  am  free  to  siy 
that  I  desire  no  alliance  with  England,  or  withar>y 
other  crowned  head.  I  am  not  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge that  America  needs  England  as  an  ally 
to  mauitain  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
Nor  am  I  willing  to  go  to  the  reficue  of  Enghuid  to 
save  her  from  thepower  of  the  Autocrat,  until  she 
assimilatei  her  institutions  to  ours.    Hen  U  a 
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hatf^waf  ho«M  between  dcftpoti^m  A»d  rtfMibU* 

CABiffB.     Sk«  MM  responmb\ei  ob  much  tm  any 

f^wtr  in  E«rope«  for  the  fKilure'  of  the  revolution- 

mj  raaremeuu  which  have  oceured  within  the 

te  'few  YttuMi,    Eti^Hrii  diptomaoy,  English  in- 

«i|iie,  and  En^ish  perfidy  put  down  the  revohi- 

Ik^  m  Sicily  and  lu  Italy*. and  was  the  greatest 

to  itsjHicoeaa  even  in  Hungary^    So  long 

EKia«d  «katt,  by  her  diplomacy,  aHcmpt  to 

feM  libetml  movements  in  Europe,  I  am  utterly 

to  an  alliance  with  her«  to   sustain   her 

i,  h^  noliles,  and  her  privileged  classes. 

susiaia   her  oonstkutioual  monarchy, 

■fPH  i^amt  abwoiutism,  without  receiving  aid 

r^oblican  America  with  my  coifsenL,  and. 

'   '    so  long^  as  she  condemns  to  iniprison- 

tranaportaiioa  for  life  the  nobie  Ineh  pa- 

lihfe  whose  only  crime  consisted  in  attempting 

■^ibr  which  the  great  Hungarian  is  now  idol- 

.MW  the  English  people.    She  must  do  justice 

lihjiiiill.  and  tbe  Irisa  patriots  in  exile,  and  to 

1m  fiHBsea  of  her  own  people,  by  relieving  them 

li»At  •ppreflsive  taxation  imposed  to  sustain 

^wifflcgeo  dssses,  and  by  adopting  republican 

iMMonS)  before  she  can  have  my  sympathy, 

' '  pa  my  aid,  even  against  Russia.    1  wish  no 

with  mooarehs.  No  renubKcan  movement  { 

succeed  so  long  as  tne  people  put  tlfeir 

princes.    The  fatal  error  committed  in 

Wlf^JB  Germany,  in  .France,  wherever  the  ex- 
fammt  waa  triea,  consisted  in  placing  a  prince 
SAehcad  of  the  popular  movement.  The  princes 
llil  i^Mpathised  wiin  the  djrnastiea  from  which 
l4iy  were  descended,  and  seized  the  first  op- 
mity  to  produce  a  reaction,  and  to  betray 
wple  iato  the  hands  of  their  oppressors. 
IS  reason  to  believe  that  much  of  this  was 
ykni  tiiffough  British  diplomacy  and  in- 

te'Vfh«t  naore  natural  ?  The  power  of  the 
Ctoretninent  is  in  the  hands  of  tlie  prin- 
«V|tfl  Iba  nobility.  Their  sympathies  are  all 
«iil  At|ivnl^ed  classes  of  other  countries,  in 
It  which  does  not  afiect  the  imme- 
Qff  th^  own  kingdom.  Repub- 
Bothing  to  hope,  therefore,  from  Eng- 
she  maintains  her  existing  goveni- 
«  her  present  policy.  I  repeat, 
with  Eng^d.  We  require  no 
her,  and  will  yield  none  to  her 
Ma  justice  to  her  own  people.  The 
'^*  of  our  country  requires  that  we 
_  _lie>icwi  JM^  in  our  foreign  re- 
i  mfon  the  principles  of  our  own  G^v- 
iimKpted  to  the  spirit  of  the  age.  We 
"*"  I  with  every  liberal  movement — 
idence  of  all  Republics — ^form 
and  open  diplomatic  relations 
aeainst  all  mfVactions  of  the 
Ihold  ourselves  ready  to  do 
may  require  when  a  case  shall 

the  immediate  question  before  the 
that  a  welcome  to  Qovemor  Kos- 
irekome  and  a  public  reception 
of  Congress — is  no  cause  of  of- 
toiftf  Piower  on  earth.    That  the  despotic 
•MeOtd  World  would  prefer  to  have  us 
tkm  distinguished  champion  of  free* 
of  courtesy  and  evidence  of  sym- 
B9  true;  for  they  would  take  his 
his  munse  to  infamy,  for  the  very 
him  to  every  American  heart, 
him  the  represeiftative  of  the  liberal 
is  the  Old  World.  We  love  and  honor 
reason  that  they  hate  and  fear 
we  cannot  regulate  our  action  by 
We  should  not  act  in  abject  obcdi- 
of  other  nations,  whose  institu- 
t  from  ours,  nor  in  fear  of  their 
We  should  act  in  fear  o'  God,  per- 
duty  to  ourselves  and  to  mankind, 
Ae  world  to  form  its  own  opinion.    I 
tttend  this  welcome  to  GK)vernor  Kos^ 
be  is  the  recognized  representative 
mervenleiit  in  Europe.    The  reso- 
•et  commit  u»to  anything  in-  the  fa- 
.Ift^itso  svficieflt  objection  that  Governor 
mk  more  for  his  country  than  we 
«h  the  interests  ana  honor  of 
im  gmat.    I  repeat,  we  will  judge  of 
whin  it  arises.    1  will  not  encour- 
of  Europe  by  our  refusal  in  ad- 
^lAlf  aridoad  him  by  inciting  hopes 
Mtbviealnttd.    Let  «•  do  oar  doty 
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now,  and  reserve  the  right  to^o  whatever  Ai^eri- 
can  interests  and  honor  and  duty  may  require  in 
the  future. 

Mr,  DAWSON.    Mr.  President,  when  the  first  { 
resolution  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Foote]  was  pieeented,  I  briefly  stated  tlie 
reasons  why  I  could  not  vote  for  that  resolution. 
Since  the  discussion  has  commenced,  the  character 
of  the  proposition  beforfe  the  body  has  most  essen- 
tially changed.    It  is  due  to  candor,  and  to  a  right 
understanding  of  this  subject,  before  the  nation 
and  the  distinguished  individual  whom  we  are  dis- 
posed to  honor,  that  we  should  understand  each 
other  thoroughly;  that  we  should  know  what  were 
the  expectations  created  in  the  mind  of  Kossuth 
when  ne  received  what  is  called* the  invitation  to 
the  hospitalities  of  this  country.     We  have  to  ask 
him  his  impression  of  that  invitation.    We  should 
know  what  expectations  were  created.  We  should 
understand  them.    We  should  understand  his  im- 
pressions of  the  obligation  he  is  laid  under.    And 
then  candor  would  compel  us  to  investigate  the 
understanding  between  the  host  and  the  guest. 
We  tendered  to  him  a  national  vessel  to  come  to 
this  country  and  seek  an  asylum;  or  to  come  and 
rei*,eive  hospitality,  according,  to  the  interpretation 
,  of  some.    We  did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  affairs  of  Hungary,  or  any  other  coun- 
try.   We  found  him  cm  exile,  a  voluntary  captive, 
or  under  the  hospitable  protection  of  the  Turkish 
Government.   We  askea  him  here.    He  has  come. 
On  his  way  to  receive  our  hospitality,  he  announ- 
ces to  the  world  the  characterof  the  invitation.  He 
lets  us  understand  what  is  nis  construction  of  it: 
that  he  has  come  here,  not  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  our  sympathy,  but  to  ask  of  us  to 
interfere  between  his  country  and  foreign  Govern- 
ments.   He  asks  us  to  declare  that  we  will  inter- 
fere, in  the  event  that  the  struggle  should  recom- 
mence in  Hungary  against  Austria.    He  tells  the 
world  that  this  is  the  object  of  his  visit.    And, 
when  he  hmds  on  our  shores,  he  tells  us  that  he 
knew  he  had  our  sympathies;  that  he  and  his  coun- 
trymen had  the  S3rmpaihiefl  of  the  world ;  that  it  was 
not  for  mere  sympathy  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
ocean;  that  he  came  here  to  have  something  more 
substantia] .    He  wants  to  receive  the  pledge  of  this 
Government,  that  if  the  hour  of  revolution  should 
ever  come  again  in  his  fatherland,  the  United 
States  will  stand  by  and  see  fair  play;  and  that  if 
any  other  nation  on  earth  interferes,  then  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  take  part  in  the  controversy.  That 
is  the  character  of  tne  position  he  now  occupies. 
He  tells  us  that  he  qxpects  the  materiel  of  aid  to 
protect  his  country.    And  what  is  that?    Men, 
money,  and  arms.    That  is  his  impression. 

Is  it  not,  then,  due  to  candor — do  not  honor  and 
magnanimity  require  us  to  announce  to  Kossuth 
that  this  Government  has  no  such  design  ?    Will 
you  suffer  him  to  come  to  the  seat  of  Government 
with  such  expectations  ?  or  will  you  state  to  him 
the  character  in  which  you  expect  to  receive  him  ? 
My  coHeague,  sensible  of  his  position,  and  of  the 
impression  made  upon  the  mind  of  this  distin- 
guished individual  by  this  formal  welcome  to  our 
shores,  has  introduced  an  amendment  asking  As  to 
announce  to  him  that  he  is  mistaken;  that  he  is  not 
to  come  to  the  seat  of  (Government  ofihis  great 
nation  under  the  expectation  that  thisGk>vemment 
gives  any  pledge,  or  any  assurance,  that  they  wiU 
sustain  him  at  any  time.    Why  should  we  not  tell 
him  that  he  must  not  expect  that  we  shall  aflfbrd 
him  men  and  means  as  a  Ghyvemment  ?    As  an 
honorable  man,  connected  with  another  individual, 
would  you  suffer  that  individual  to  have  wrong 
impressions  in  relation  to  the  course  you  intended 
to  pursue  ?    Would  you  not  let  him  understand 
precisely  what  you  intended  ?    Just  so  with  na- 
tions.   It  is  due  from  the  Gk)vernment  of  the 
United  States  to  announce  to  this  distinguished  in- 
dividual the  object  they  have  in  view.    I  submit 
to  honorable  Senators  whether  they  intend  to  jus- 
tify  the    expectations  which    KossuUi  has  an- 
nounced he  had  in  confting  to  this  country?    Will 
they  allow  the  impression  to  be  lefl  on  nis  mind 
that  we  are  to  furnish  him  with  any  materiel  of 
war  ?    1  think  not,  idthough  some  Senators  de- 
clare that  they  will  not  txpresa  an  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other;  that "  sumcient  unto  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof;"  when  the  occasion  arises,  they 
will  determine  whether  or  not  to  interfere.    This 
is  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
DouoLAs.l    This  is  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  Micnigan,  [Mr.  Cam^]  (uid  indirectly,  the 


language  of  the  Senator  from  Missiasippi,  [Mr. 

FOOTK.] 

When  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  read  the 
speech  made  by  the  present  distinguished  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1823,  it  at  once  drew  my  attention 
to  the  State  of  this  country  at  that  time,  and  to  the 
principles  upon  which  the  Republican  party  have 
stood  from  the  days  of  Washington  down  to  the 
present  hour.  Then  it  was  that  revolutions  were 
going  on  in  South  America;  then  it  was  that  our 
country  had  to  announce  to  the  civilized  world  the 
principles  upon- which  we  administered  this  happy 
Government.  Then  it  was,  I  would  remind  the 
Senator,  that  the  distinguished  Mr.  Monroe,  who 
concentrated  in  himself,  on  account  of  his  pyrity, 
both  the  Republican  and  Federal  parties,  announced 
what  were  the  principles  of  this  Government,  and 
the  principles  which  had  been  sustained  by  W^h- 
ington,  by  Adams,  by  Jefferson,  and  by  Madison. 
I  will  show  you,  by  reference  to  the  message  of 
1824,  what  were  the  views  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and 
upon  precisely  such  a  question  as  this;  that  is,  tho 

?uestion  of  interference  withforei^  Governments. 
beg  to  read  from  that  message,  m  order  that  this 
may  go  out  with  the  speech  which  was  read  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi.  '      # 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  wish  to  aflk 
the  gentleman  whether  we  are  to  understand -him 
as  concurring  with  Mr.  Webster,  or  Mr.  Mon- 
roe? 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  they  differ  at  all,  I  concur 
with  Mr.  Monroe,  though  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  difference  of  opinion.  But  I  would  ask  the 
Senator,  in  return,  whether  in  18SM  he  would  have 
concurred  with  Mr.  Webster,  or'Mr.  Monroe? 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  their  views  were  the  same 
there  is  no  necessity  for  that. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  read  from  Mir.  Monroe^a 
message  of  1824: 

"  In  tominf  our  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  cfvittzed 
world,  in  vrtneb  the  United  Statef  have  alwajra  taken  a 
deeo  interest,  it  it*  pratifying  to  nee  how  larfre  a  portion  of  it 
if  blessed  witli  peace.  The  only  war*  which  now  exist 
within  that  limit,  are  thoM  between  Turkey  and  Greece,  in 
Europe,  and  between  Spain  and  the  new  Governments,  our 
neigbborsy  in  this  hemisphere.  In  both  these  wan,  the 
cause  of  independence,  of  liberty,  and  humani^,  continues 
to  prevail .  I'lie  success  of  Greece,  when  the  relative  popu* 
lation  of  the  contending  parties  is  considered,  citmmands 
our  admiration  and  apprause,  and  that  it  hss  had  a  similhir 
eflbct  with  the  neighboring  powers,  is  obvious.  The  (lading 
of  the  whole  civilized  world  is  ezcite-d,  in  a  high  degree,  in 
their  favor.  May  we  not  hope  that  these  senUments,  win- 
rang  on  Uie  hearts  of  their  respective  Governments,  may 
lead  to  a  more  decisive  result*  that  they  may  produce  ao 
accord  among  them,  to.replaee  Greece  on  the  ground  which 
she  formeriy  held,  and  to  which  her  heroic  exertionsyat  this 
day,  so  eminently  entitle  her. 

"  With  respect  to  the  contest,  to  which  our  nelghbora  are 
a  party,  it  is  evident  that  Spain,  as  a  power,  is  scarcely  felt 
in  it.    These  new  States  had  completely  achieved  their  in- 
dependence l>efore  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  United 
Statei4,and  they  have  since  maintained  tt  with  liule  foreign 
pressure.    The  disturt>anees  which  have  appeared  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  that  vast  territory,  have  proceeded  from 
interna)  causes,  wliich  had  ^eir  origin  in  their  former  gov- 
emments,  and  have  not  yet  t>een  thoroughly  removed.    It 
is  manifest  that  the<ie  causes  are  daily  losing  their  efllbct, 
and  that  these  new  States  are  setting  down  under  govern- 
ments elective  and  representative  in  every  branch  simillar 
to  our  own.    lb  this  course  we  ardently  *wish  them  to  per- 
severe, under  a  firm  conviction  that  it  will  promote  their 
happiness.     In  this  their  career,  however,  we  have  not 
interfeppd,  believing  that  every  people  have  a  right  to  insti- 
tute for  themselves  the  government  which,  in  their  Judg- 
ment, may  suit  them  best.    Our  example  is  before  them,  of 
tiie  good  effect  of  which,  being  our  neighbors,  tfiey  are 
competent  judges,  and  to  their  judgment  we  leave  it,  in  the 
expectation  that  other  powers  will  pursue  the  same  policy. 
The  deep  interest  which  we  take  in  their  independence, 
which  we  have  acknowledged,  and  in  their  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights  incident  thereto,  especially  in  the  very  im- 
portant one  of  instituting  their  own  governments,  has  been 
declared,  and  is  known  to  the  world.    Separated,  as  we 
are,  from  Europe,  by  the  great  Atlantic  ocean,  we  can  have 
no  concern  in  the  wars  of  the  European  Oovemments,  nor 
in  the  causes  which  produce  them.    The  balance  of  power 
between  them,  into  which  ever  scale  it  may  turn,  in  its 
various  vibrations,  cannot  affieot  us.    It  is  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations 
witli  every  power,  and  on  conditions  fair,  equal,  and  appli- 
cable to  all.    But  in  r^ard  to  our'netghDors,  our  situation' 
is  diflbrent.   It  is  impoesible  for  the  European  Oovemments 
to  interfere  in  their  concenuu  especially  in  thoee  alluded  to, 
which  are  vital,  without  aflfecting  us;  indeed,  the  motive 
whidi  might  inance  such  intcrfierencc  in  the  present  state 
of  the'war  between  tlie  parties,  if  a  war  it  may  be  called, 
would  appear  to  be  equally  applicable  to  us.    It  is  gratify- 
ing to  know  that  some  of  the  powers  with  whom  we  enjoy 
a  very  friendly  intercourse,  and  to  whom  these  views  have 
been  communicated,  have  appeared  to  acquiesce  in  them.** 

Sir,  the  principles  here  hud  down  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe have  been  laid  dovm  from  the  foundation  of 
this  Government:  that  we  should  not  interfere  in 
the  affairs  of  European  nations;  tliat  we  should 
take  no  part  in  their  wars;  and  that  we  should 
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suffer  no  Eluropean  Power  to  interfere  or  inter- 
meddle with  the  internal  relations  of  this  continent. 
What  is  sought  now  to  be  done?  I  know  that 
eentlemen  disclaim  the  idea  of  interference^  that 
M,  they  do  not  intend  to  intermeddle  in  any  of 
their  strifes.  But  wl)at  is  the  proposition  before 
OS,  stripped  of  the  circumstances  which  surround 
it  ?  TaKe  away  the  verbiage  and  the  rhetoric  which 
hare  been  thrown  arounu  it,  and  what  does  the 
proposition  amount  to  ?  What  does  Kossuth  ex- 
pect from  this  country?  What  does  he  believe 
your  invitation  is  intended  to  signify?  From 
whom  can  you  get  this  information  but  himself? 
He  tells  you,  candidly,  that  he  comes,  not  merely 
for  yoyr  sympathy,  but  for  your  materiel — for 
your  pronunciamiento  or  proclamation,  that  in 
case  Austria  and  Hune;ary  a^n  engage  in  bloody 
strife,  you  will  stand  by  and  see  fau-  play;  and  if 
any  other  foreign  Power  interferes,  we  shall  take 
a  hand  in  it.  f  defy  any  Senator  to  put  a  differ- 
ent construction  upon  the  lan^age  of  this  distin- 
guished man.  Yet,  in  a  crisis  uke  this,  in  our 
own  country,  at  a  time  just  preceding  the  presi- 
dential election,  when  the  fbreign  influence  is  tre- 
mendous, we  are  called  upon  to  do  this.  I  say  it 
is  wrong.  There  is  a  want  of  candor  and  a  want 
of  magnanimity  in  giving  him  a  public  reception 
here,  unless  we  tell  him  what  we  really  intend 
to  do,  and  what  we  intended  at  the  time  we  invited 
him,  and  that  when  we  opened  our  hearts  to  re- 
ceive him,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  thrTTwine 
around  him  the  protection  or  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  this  country.  But  when  he  comes  here, 
be  changes  his  character  to  that  of  an  agitator,  and 
proclaims  to  us — Qrentlemen,  I  will  dine  with  you; 
out  I  shall  prescribe  the  character  of  the  dishes 
which  shall  be  on  your  table;  I  shall  tell  you  what 
I  expect  when  I  come  to  s^  you,  and  not  leave  it 
to  your  own  taste.  This  question  comes  home  to 
our  candor  and  nmgnanimity,  not  as  politicians, 
but  as  men  and  statesm^.  The  consequences 
growing  out  of  this  question  will  involve  not  us 
only,  but  our  reputation  as  a  Senate.  Is  there  a 
Senator  here  who  would  say  to  Kossuth,  We  will 

S've  you  the  materiel  of  war  at  the  proper,  time  .^ 
ut,  ne  says,  I  come  here  under  that  expectation; 
I  announced  that  expectation,  and  still  vou  asked 
me  to  come.  He  will  say  to  you,  as  ne  said  to 
the  deputation  from  Philadelpma,  that  **  if  he  had 
known,  before  he  came  here,  that  this  was  the 
limitation  put  upon  the  invitation,  he  would  have 
hesitated  long  before  he  would  have  come.*' 

Kossuth  is  acting  with  candor.  He  is  carrying 
out  that  boldness  and  independence  of  conduct 
which  has  marked  his  career.  Lei  us  follow  the 
same  example,  and  when  dealing  with  a  man  of 
honor,  of  chivalry,  of  intelligence  and  statesman- 
ship, let  us  deal  witn  him  in  candor,  and  not  allow 
him  to  be  lead  astray  by  our  uncertain  course. 
Hence  it  is  that  I  have  taken  up  my  position  in 
opposition  to  this  resolution;  hence,  I  oppose  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  What 
is  meant  by  it?  Thef  Senator  from  Michigan  says, 
we  welcome  Kossuth  as  the  representative  of  a 
rreat  principle.  T)f  what  principle?  Kossuth  says 
It  is  the  rignt  of  nations  to  interfere  with  foreign 
nations;  not  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  but 
the  right  to  interfere  when  two  contending  Powers 
are  engaged  in  war  to  prevent  a  third  Power  from 
taking  pi^^t.  That  is  his  principle,  and  he  expects 
it  to  be  sustained.  Now,  will  you  receive  him, 
and  receive  him  publiclj,  without  announcing  to 
him  what  we  mean — ^without  letting  nim  under- 
stand, as  proposed  by  my  colleague,  the  principle 
which  we  intend  to  pursue— a  principle  coeval 
with  the  foundation  or  our  Union? 

I  ask  pardon  of  the  Senate  for  having  trespassed 
•o  long  upon  them.    I  did  not  design  to  speak,  but 
Jthought  it  necessary  for  me  to  do  so  in  conse- 
quence of  the  position  in  which  the  question  had 
Seen  placetl. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  some  remarks  which  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  to  submit  to  the  Senate 
on  this  subject.  As  they  are  not  intended  for  Bun- 
combe but  for  the  Senate,  I  should  be  extremely 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  submitting  them 
at  an  hour  of  the  day  when  the  Senate  is  full.  In 
addidon  to  that,  I  am  laboring  under  a  cold  which 
unfits  me  for  addressing  the  Senate  this  evenine, 
and  I  should  be  extremely  glad  to  have  this  sub- 
iect  postponed  until  to-morrow.  I  move  that  it 
oe  BO  postponed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.     Does  t)ie  Senator  wish  to 


speak  upon  the  amendment  or  upon  the  original 
resolution  ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  speak  upon  the  res- 
olution, and  upon  the  amendment  as  connected 
with  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  understand  that  a  Senator 
from  Alabama  and  a  Senator  from  Texas,  who 
are  not  now  in  their  seatii,  also  desire  to  speak 
upon  the  question. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
until  to-morrow  the  further  consideration  or  the 
subject. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  yield  as  cheerfully  to  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  air  any  other  gentle- 
man; but  it  seems  to  me  that  this,  instead  of  being 
merely  courteous,  would  prolong  debate.  I  would 
like  to  have  this  proposition  voted  on,  for  I  under- 
stand that  if  it  is  voted  down  another  will  be  of- 
fered.   I  hope  the  subject  will  be  disposed  of, 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  for  that  cour- 
tesy which  manifests  itself  in  words  and  not  in 
acts;  which  shows  itsdf  with  an  almost  sponta- 
neous granting  when  there  is  no  desire  to  refuse, 
and  refuses  at  the  very  moment  it  is  courteous  to 
grant.  I  throw  myself  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate.    I  do  not  often  ask  these  things. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

RavESS* 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  ftw  desire,  not  for  my  ac- 
commodation, but  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of 
my  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  Chamber,  to  renew 
the  motion  made  this  morning  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  hope  my  friend 
will  not  press  that  motion.  As  I  shall  leave  herein 
about  ten  days,  I  feel  a  particular  anxiety  in  rela- 
tion to  one  particular  subject.  I  am  exceedingly 
anxious  to  Know  the  position  of  my  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  compromise  measures. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  resolution  is  the  next 
special  order,  and  it  will  come  up  after  this  is  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  will  withdraw  his  motion,  and  that  we 
shall  meet  to-morrow,  with  the  understanding  that 
this  resolution  shall  be  the  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Does  the  senator  wish  to  push 
forward  anything  for  California  now  ? 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  want  to  have  this  resolution 
out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  BADGER.  As  the  ultimate  object  of  my 
friend  from  Cahfornia  is  to  expedite  the  California 
business,  I  would  say  to  him  that  festina  lenU  is 
the  best  poUcy  about  that.  This  pushing  forward 
of  California  will  ultimately  put  her  furtlier  behind. 
We  have  a  long  session  before  us.  We  are  all 
extremely  anxious  at  the  earliest  convenient  mo- 
ment to  do  everything  that  is  necessary  for  CaU- 
fornia,  but  do  not  press  us  into  sitting  on  Fridays 
before  the  Christmas  holiday^s. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  am  utterly  op- 
posed to  losing  time  in  this  wav.  It  does  seem  to 
me  rather  censurable,  and  I  think  it  will  be  cen- 
sured by  the  country,  if  we  adjourn  until  Monday 
without  disposing  of  the  Kossuth  resolution .  Un- 
less it  is  disposed  of  before  Monday,  I  feel  that  its 
adoption  will  do  no  good.  As  suggested  by  my 
friend  from  California,  we  might  meet  to-morrow 
with  an  understanding  that  the  Kossuth  resolution 
would  be  disposed  of,  after  we  should  have  the 
enjoyment  of  listening  to  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina.  I  think  that  we  have  already  extended 
the  spirit  of  accommodation  far  enough  by  post- 
poning the  resolution  until  to-morrow.  I  cannot 
consent  to  adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  the  Senate  refuses  to  adjourn 
until  Monday,  they  will  be  departing  from  the 
usual  and  ordinary  course — from  the  tuper  anii- 
qwis  vias.  If  we  meet  to-morrow,  instead  of  les- 
sening it  will  open  the  floodgates  of  debate,  in  my 
opinion,  and  inflict  ten  speeches  for  one  we  should 
otherwise  have  had.  It  will  be  considered  a  sort 
of  invitation  for  gentlemen  to  come  and  speak.  I 
know  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foote] 
has  but  a  few  days  to  stay  and  a  great  deal  to  say. 
Hence  his  anxiety  that  we  should  sit  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    Having  said  a 


good  deal,  I  have  very  little  more  to  mlt.  I  shall, 
Quring  my  continuajice  in  this  body  this  seMuon, 
say  nothing  more  unless  something  which  I  have 
already  said  shall  be  assailed. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  I  did  not  know  what  the  Sen- 
ator meant  by  **a  single  word,"  I  might  be  gov- 
erned by  his  suggestiof^;  but  I  4o  know.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  a^'ourn  over. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  Senate  wiU  indulre 
me  while  I  make  a  single  su^estion  bb  regards 
this  proposition  to  adjourn  muil  Monday.  We 
have  excited  an  intense  interest  in  the  bosom  of 
an  illustrious  man  who  is  now  upon  our  shores, 
and  whose  course,  we  know,  may  be  aflected  by 
th e  decisioif  at  which  we  shall  arrive.  I  hope  thai, 
out  of  consideraticm  forhim  whom  we  have  brought 
here,  we  will  not  adjourn  over  until  MondMj  and 
leave  him  in  suspense  untU  next  week* 

Mr,  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  18,  nays  27;  as  follows: 

YE  AS  —  Bfesnu.  Atchison,  Ba^er,  B«rriea,  Clarke, 
Davifl,  Dawson,  Fi«h,  Foot  of  yennant,Geyor,  Hide,  Hun- 
Hn,  Hunter.  Miller,  Morton,  Pearce,  Pratt,  Sprvance,  and 
Underwootf — 18. 

NATS— Neasra.  Borlnnd,  BradtHiry,  BrMit,  Brodh«ad, 
Oam,  Chase,  Dodge  of  Wiscoamn,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Doogtu^ 
Downi,  Fetch,  FooceofMissiaiiippi.Gwia,  HousaDn.Jaoies, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  King,  Mallorv,  Norriii.  Seward^  ShlHtby 
Smith,  Siockton,  Sumner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Whii- 
comb— 37.^ 

So  the  motion  was  not  ac^reed  to. 
On  HK>tion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Deeemher  11, 1851. 
The  House  met  at  tweWe  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  to  con* 
stitute  the  select  committee  authorized  to  be  ap- 
pointed yesterday  upon  the  petition  of  W.  T.  G. 
Morton,  pra3ring  remuneration  asthediscoTenerof 
etherization,  viz:  Messrs.  Bissell,  FiTCHy  Stam- 

LT,  RaNTOUL,  and  SuTRERLAin>. 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAITD  VABkhim 

Mr.  DISNEY,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuasiceof 
previous  notice,  introduced  i\  bill  to  remh  ihe  tolLi 
on  the  United  States  stock  in  the  Lewisville  and 
Portland  Canal  Company,  and  to  purehsse  the 
shares  of  the  individual  stockholders,  and  to  make 
the  navigation  of  the  said  canal  free,  and  to  eon- 
struct  a  free  canal  on  the  Indkna  side  of  the  Falb 
of  the  Ohio ;  which,  having  been  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title, 

Mr.  D.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com> 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  YEN  ABLE  moved  that  the  bill  bereferrcd 
to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  It  contained  some  important  pfind- 
pies,  and  should  be  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  Let-  it  be  first  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and 
we  can  have  the  report  of  that  committee  to  guide 
us. 

Mr.  YEN  ABLE  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  Uy  the 
bill  upon  the  table-'-Uie  only  place,  he  said,  where 
it  ought  to  be.  He  demanoed  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  question;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  wan  ihen  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table;  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Roaids  and  Canals,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

COMMITtEE  OP  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  DISN£ Y  asked  to  be  excused  fVom  service 
on  the  Committee  of  Ejections,  for  reasons  which, 
he  said,  he  deemed  satisfactory  to  himself;  not, 
however,  for  want  of  respect  in  the  appointing 
power. 

The  question  was  put,  and  he  was  excused. 

GRANT  OF  LAND. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  jpranting  the 
right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  is  the  construction  <yf  a 
railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  western  line  of  said 
State;  which  having  been  read  a  first  and  seeond 
time  by  its  title, 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  Uiat  it  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  en  Public  Lands. 
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Mr.  JONES,  ofTennessee,  remarked  thai  it  was 
oet  eufltomary  to  print  a  bill  mitil  it  was  reported 
back  finom  the  committee.  The  committee  might 
tkiak  proper  to  report  an  entirely  different  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS  withdrew  the  motion  to  print. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
hiiiic  Lands. 

THE  PRESIDSNT'S  MESSAGE. 

Ifr.HOUSTON  said  that  he  felt  himself  called 
■an  to  more  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
&flMnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
wtA  fbe  view  to  take  up  and  refer  the  President's 
omal  message.     He  submitted  that  motion. 
The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to;  and 
TheH^ouee  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Jokei  of 
see  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  for  consid- 
the  President's  message. 
Mr*  HOUSTON  submitted  a  series  of  resola- 
which  were  read,  as  follows: 


L  Ifnoti  trf.  That  so  raoch  of  the  anfkal  metnfe  of  the 
■idtaft  9f  me  Cnited  States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Coq> 


pMt  KAe  pmeat  seasioD,  as  relates  to  ow  (brslfn  afiUrs, 
^  «Mi  ibft  accompaDjring  cofrespondeoce  in  relatioB 
te  proposed  increase  of  compensation  to  the  Com- 
lo  China— maiidng  ibe  boundary  line  between 
~  tte  Britidi  ponr-mionB^  so  much  as  relirtes  to 
of  Governor  Kossuth  and  his  oooipanioos — 
It  o€  the  law  Ibr  the  protection  or  punishment 
referred  to  the  Comraittee  on  Foreign  Af- 

1  nst  so  vaeb  of  said  messafe  as  rdates  to  the  exist- 
k^Ms^  aad  recommends  a  revision  and  change  thereof  < 
m  wuA  as  relates  to  the  general  condition  of  the  finances— 
•Aeieveaoe  and  the  prevention  of  frauds  in'its  collec- 
fta  theTr^ary — the  public  debt  and  its  payment— the 
1  fceeipts  and  expenditures  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
villi  Cbe  report  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
aas  accontpaa  ving  the  same,  be  referred  to  the 
of  Ways  and  Means. 
1  Hit  so  nraeb  of  said  message  and  accompany  in^^doc- 
ialM  to  the  condition  and  operations  of  the 
Daitod  States ;  so  much  as  recommends  an 
be  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
ntty  of  War,  sdad  the  accompanying  documents,  be  re- 
tedtateCsaiaiittee  on  Military  Aflbirs. 
i.  Hot  saaBcli  of  said  message  and  accompanjring  doc- 
to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States— its 
ions ;  so  much  as  recommends  the  ea- 
tof  a  navy-yard  on  the  Pacific,  together  with 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be  referred  to  the 
I  Haval  Affairs. 

BMeb  of  said  messaga  as  relates  to  the  ap- 
a  conimission  to  revise  the  public  statutes 
Mate*— as  recommends  a  change  in  the  law 
ft» certain  officers;  so  much  as  recommends 
ion  to  settle  all  private  claims 
_  Biatea ;  so  much  as  recommends  the  en- 

■Mttfalaw  making  it  penal  to  (bige,  lie.,  bounty 
ba|Mm%%a  teiefred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 

ef  said  message  and  acobm|Muiying  doc- 
» oar  tniercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
'  ee  en  Indian  Afiairs. 

message  and  accompanying  doc- 
Fost  Office  Department,  Uie  trans- 
revision  of  the  law  regulating 
i.^w,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
le  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the' 
toadr. 
if  arid  messa^  as  relates  to  commerce, 
if  baibon,  reciprocal  trade  between  the 
I  Canada,  and  other  British  possessions 
te  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


"rtt. 


measaga  and  accompanying  doc- 

lo  tiie  public  lands;  so  much  as  recom- 

of  compensation  to  commissioners  to 

drims  in  California,  and  the  establish- 

be  referred  tj^  the  Comniittee  on  Pub- 


}amcik  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  im- 

l»e  navigation  of  rivers,  be  referred  to  the 

)  <tt  Bonds  and  Canals. 

U*  nacaa  anck  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  estab- 

Maviarsa  A«icaltaral  Bureau  be  relbqred  to  the  Com- 

aiSM  «  Afrieware. 

B.  ttatsa  BUKh  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  Dis- 
sietifColamfela.  ba  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 


HL 


»  mndi  of  said  message  and  accompanying 
r  rrlatft  lo  a  revision  and  amendment  of  the 
Id  pensions,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


M. 


WKoA  of  oaid  message  as  relates  to  tiie  public 
to  the  Comadttee  on  Pubhc  Buildings 


ba  icfefiad 


Mr*  HALL  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my 
■taMioa  to  diseasa  the  President's  messag;e.  By 
^■diilttusLL  of  the  committee,  I  desi^  to  say  a 
JKVwMiwith  reference  to  a  bill  I  mtroduced 
Ms  tha  Kauae  on  jeaterday .  That  bill  proposes 
I*  pam  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right  of 
^  aai  •  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  aid  in 
*af— Mniliuo  of  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to 
It.  hmt^k*  Some  eandemen  seem  startled  at  the 
ftjmJk  I  iMwrn  them  it  is  nothing  new  nor  un- 
"■li  tf  i»  the  hiitnry  of  oar  eoontry .  It  is  only 
riwtt  tibm  ■bnwtha  liiiot  GongresB  made  an  ex- 


tensive grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Chicago  to 
Mobile  bay.  I  iSn  not  aware  that  that  grant  has 
ruined  or  seriously  injured  either  this  Government, 
or  any  State,  or  any  individual.  On  the  contrary, 
I  beheve  it  has  been  of  general  benefit.  At  all 
events,  the  road  it  was  intended  to  promote  will 
be  one  of  vast  importance,. and  is  destmed  to  exert 
a  most  happy  influence  on  the  country  at  large. 
It  is  not,  however,  to  be  concealed  that  the  Chica- 
go and  Mobile  road  must  run  nearly  parallel  with 
the  greateat  river  on  our  continent,  and  must  enter 
into  competition  with  most  of  the  great  thorough- 
fares of  the  West.  All  the  rivers  of  t)ur  great 
valley  tend  from  the  North  to  the  South.  The 
Ohio  and  its  tributaries  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Miaaouri,  the  Arkansas,  and  the  Red  riv'er  and 
their  tributaries  on  the  other,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mississippi,  open  up  the  entire  West  to  New 
Orieans  and  tne  uulf  of  Mexico.  But  between 
the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  the  New  States  there  is 
no  direct  natural  channel  of  intercommunication. 
Commerce  can  be  carried  on  successfully  between 
the  old  States  and  the  Mississippi  valley  only  by 
doubling  Cape  Sable  or  through  means  of  artifi- 
cial avenues  extending  from  the  Atlantic  coast  far 
into  the  interior.  Hence  if  the  last  Congress  was 
justifiable  in  aiding  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  the  northern  lakes  to  the  G^lf  of  Mexico, 
we  shall  be  more  than  justified  in  ai(hng  the  con- 
struction of  a  highway  from  the  extreme  confines 
of  Missouri  to  the  States  this  aide  of  the  Allegha- 
nies — a  highway  which  will  open  a  direct^  speedy, 
safe,  and  economical  communication  between  parts 
of  tho  U^ion  that  now  hold  intercourse  only  by 
the  most  circuitous,  tardy,  hazardous,  and  expen- 
sive routes.  The  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  rail- 
road will  form  an  important  part  of  such  a  line  of 
intercommunication. 

The  town  of  Hannibal  is  situated  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  latitude  39^  45' 
north.  The  town  of  Saint  Joseph  is  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  due  west  of  Hannibal,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Missouri  river.  The  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  aeats  of  government  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  neany  on  the  same  par- 
allel of  latitude  with  the  town  of  Hannibal.  So 
that  a  railroad  running  due  west  from  Philadelphia 
would  pass  through  the  centre  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  cross  the  Mississippi 
at  Hannibal,  euid  strike  the  Missouri  at  Saint  Jo- 
seph. Within  eighteen  months  a  railroad  will  be 
completed  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsbuig.  Within 
the  same  time  a  railroad  will  be  finished  from 
Pittsburg  to  Columbus,  Ohio.  A  railroad  is  nearly 
finished  between  Terre  Haute,  near  the  western 
line  of -Indiana,  to  Indianapolis,  in  that  State.  The 
Illinois  cross-cut  railroad  is  already  finished  from 
Springfield  to  the  Illinois  river,  and  in  less  than 
two  years  will  be  finished  to  the  town  of  Cluincy, 
whicn  is  only  twelve  miles  from  Hannibal; so  that 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  we  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect to  see  a  railroad  communication  complete 
oetween  Philadelphia  and  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  construction  of  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Jo- 
seph railroad  will  complete  the  connection  as  far 
west  as  the  Missouri.  The  same  chain  of  rail- 
roads, too,  which  will  connect  the  western  por- 
tions of  the  State  of  Missouri  with  Philadelpnia, 
will  unite  with  that  ereat  railway  line  already 
extending  from  New  York  city  to  Cincinnati,  and 
also  with  the  Baltimore  ahd  Ohio  railroad,  and 
with  the  road  from  Louisville,  by  way  of  Nash- 
ville, to  Savannah,  Geoi^a,  and  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  Thus,  m  a  few  years,  may  we. 
hope  to  see  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  river,  and 
the  fertile  country  bordering  thereon,  brought  with- 
in three  days'  travel  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
Union,  and  of  the  great  cities  of  Charleston,  Bal- 
timore, Philadel^ua,  New  York,  and  Boston. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  railroad  from  Chicago  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river  is  to  be  completed  within 
a  few  years.  The  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph 
railroad  will  connect  with  the  Chicago  and  Cairo 
road,  by  means  of  the  Springfield,  Illinois,  railroad. 
In  this  way  will  be  opened  to  the  South  and  to  the 
northern  lakes,  as  well  as  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
all  the  fertile  country  included  within  northern 
Missouri,  and  all  that  immense  country  to  the 
west  of  our  State,  which  is  destined  in  a  few  years 
to  be  the  home  of  multitudes  of  white  inen.  Let 
any  one.  sir,  turn  to  the  map  of  the  United  States, 
and  ei^aeavor  to  trace  out  the  line  of  railroads 
which  will  most  promote  the  welfare  of  the  whol  sL 


country,  and  he  will  inevitably  fall  upon  that 
very  line  of  which  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph 
railroad  makes  a  part.  That  road  is  on  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  which  passes  midway  between  the 
northern  boimdary  of  the  United  States  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river.  It  is  on  the  hne 
which  passes  through  the  heart  of  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
^on  the  line  which  passes  between  the  north- 
ern lakes  and  the  Ohio  river,  at  nearly  an  e<}ual 
distance  from  each.  It  is  on  the  line  which  divides 
the  population  of  the  United  States  into  two  equal 
parts.  /  It  is  on  the  line  which  connects  at  the  same 
time  with  the  great  New  York,  Pennsylvania. 
Maryland,  Yirgmia,  and  southern  railroads,  and 
by  means  of-  which,  therefore,  more  distant  and 
more  numerous'points  of  the  Union  can  be  brought 
into  easy  communication  than  any  other  which 
can  be  conceived. 

The  opening  of  jgood  roads  between  the  eastern 
and  western  portions  of  the  Union  has  be^  a 
favorite  object  vrith  our  greatest  statesmen  almost 
from  the  foundation  of  our  Government.  The 
Cumberland  turnpike  was  projected  by  one  of  the 
"  early  Presidents,*'  and  has  been  carried  forward 
at  the  expense  of  millions  of  dollars.  In  conse- 
quence of  modem  improvements,  that  work  has 
become  nearly  useless.  But  the  time  has  been 
when  the  Cmnberland  road,  by  its  promise  of 
opening  a  way  from  the  old  to  the  new  States,  was 
a  much-cherished  object  with  a  large  portion  of 
the  American  people.  It  is  now  proposed  to  ei^ect 
the  same  purpose  by  the  greatest  of  modern  im* 
provements  without  the  cost  of  a  dollar  to  the 
Government — ^without  the  exercise  of  any  danger- 
ous or  doubtful  power,  by  the  mere  appropriation 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  public  domain  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  cover  it  with  an  industrious  and 
active  population,  and  convert  it  from  a  wilderness 
to  culuvated  farms  and  flourishing  villages.  Tliere 
is  no  portion  of  this  vast  country  which  contedns 
so  large  an  area  of  fertile  land,  in  proportion  to 
its  extent  of  surface,  as  northern  Missouri.  Yet 
that  fertile  and  beautiful  region  is,  to  a  great  de- 
gree, a  waste,  because  it  possesses  no  channel  for 
the  transportation  of  its  products.  Its  citizens 
are  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Missouri 
river  for  getting  to  and  returning  from  the  markets 
of  the  country.  That  river  is  closed  to  steamboats 
for  four  months  every  year,  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time  it  is  so  difficult  of  navigation 
that  tliose  who  ship  by  it  are  subject  to  much 
higher  chajqg:es  for  transportation  and  insurance 
than  the  citizens  of  the  neighboring  States.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  farmers  who  live  in  tlie 
interior  of  northern  Missouri,  are  almost  as  effeot- 
ually  shut  out  from  all  commerce  with  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country  as  though  they  laid  at  the 
North  pole.  The  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  rail- 
road is  to  penetrate  the  very  centre  of  that  entire 
section,  and  will  bring  it  as  near  market  as  some 
portions  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Our  farmers, 
stimulated  by  fair  prices  for  their  produce,  will 
open  large  farms,  and  our  products  will  be  multi- 
plied many  fold.  To  the  southern  and  eastern 
States  we  will  sell  stock,  provisions,  and  our 
other  staples.  From  them  we  will  receive  in  return 
sugar,  cotton,  salt,  rice,  and  fabrics.  As  our 
means  increase  our  consumption  will  increase  also. 
We  will  consume  not  only  articles  of  domestic 
but  of  foreign  manufacture,  and  thus,  while  we 
shall  add  to  the  home  trade,  we  shall  aliso  increase 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  and  swell 
the  resources  of  the  Government. 

If  a  proposition  were  submitted  to  connect  New 
York  or  Boston  with  the  extreme  settlements  of 
Missouri,  all  would  admit  the  importance  of  the 
enterprise.  Some  would  be  willing,  no  doubt,  to 
construct  the  road  at  the  expense  of  the  nation. 
No  such  cham  upon  the  Treasury  is,  however, 
required  in  oruer  to. consummate  a  railroad  commu- 
nication between  the  Missouri  ouid  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.  A  railroad  is  nearly  finished  from  New 
York  city  to  Cincinnati.  Indiana  is  extending 
this  road  to  her  western  boundary.  Illinois  is 
extending  it  through  her  territory  to  the  Missis- 
sippi*  river;  and  all  that  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  entire  chain  of  railroad  from  Boston  to  Saint 
Joseph— indeed  from  Portland,  Maine,  to  Saint 
Joseph-^is  to  construct  a  railroad  through  the 
northern  part  of  Missouri. 

The  people  of  Missouri  have,  byan  act  of  their 
Legislature,  appropriated  ||1,500,000  to  the  Han- 
nital  and  Saint  Joseph  raihroad.     CouBtiM  and 
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individuaU  have  token  a  large  amount  of  stock  in 
the  work.  And  now  we  ask  Conrresa  to  do  for 
us  what  th«y  have  so  frequently  done  for  other 
States.  We  ask  you  to  give  us  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  lanos,  through  which  our  road  will 
pass,  for  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  to  aid 
us  iu  our  enterprise  This  is  not  a  proposition  to 
take  money  out  of  the  Treasury.  If  it  was  I 
would  not  advocate  it.  The  effect  of  the  |>ropoei- 
tion  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  to  increase  the  revenues 
of  the  Government.  And  why?  Because  the 
alternate  sections  reserved  by  the  United  States 
are  not  to  be  soki  for  le^  than  two  dollars  and  a 
half  per  acre.  Xow  they  are  Hable  to  entry  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  So  that 
you  will  receive  as  much,  at  least,  from  the  public 
lauds  if  this  grant  be  made,  as  you  will  receive 
if  it  fail.  Do  gentlemen  fear  that  the  value  of  the 
public  domain  will  not  he  enhanced  by  our  road? 
let  me  beg  them  to  look  at  our  condition,  at  our 
soil,  ^s  fertile  fis any  in  the  world ;  at  our  situation, 
possessing  none  but  the  most  expensive  and  tardy 
means  of  reaching  a  market,  and  then  to  reflect  on 
the  effect  which  similar  roads  have  had  elsewhere. 
No  such  work  has  ever  been  made  even  through  the 
most  densely  settled  sections,  which  has  not  great- 
ly enhanced  the  real  estate  in  its  neighborhood. 
How  much  greater  enhancement  of  lands  must 
follow  the  construction  of  a  railroad  through  such 
a  section  as  nortliern  Missouri.  It  is  now  ocr.upied 
by  some  three  hund red  thousand  people ;  i  t  is  capable 
of  sustaining  a  population  of  several  millions. 
The  makinjET  a  railway  through  it  will  pour  immi- 
grants into  it  until  every  foot  of  land  shall  be  occu- 
pied  and  improved,  its  citizens  now  need  mills, 
schools,  churches,  and  many  of  the  comforts  of 
life.  A  railroad  will  secure  to  them  all  these  ad- 
vantages at  one  and  the  same  time.  In  view  of 
these  factc^  it  is  a  most  stubborn  skepticism  which 
doubts  that  the  construction  of  the  tiannibcd  and 
Saint  Joseph  railroad  will  appreciate  the  lands 
Bear  it  twofold  or  more.  That  appreciation  will 
not  be  confined  to  the  lands  withm  six  miles  of 
the  road.  It  will  extend  to  lands  even  fifteen  and 
twenty  miles  from  it.  Public  lands  that  are  not 
worth  fifty  cents  an  acre  will  readily  bring  the 
minimum  price.  Lands  that  soldiers  will  not  lo- 
cate wiUi  tneir  warrants  will  be  eae:erly  sought  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  income  of  the  Government 
from  the  public  lands  will  be  greatly  augmented. 
This  is  not  fancy.  During  the  last  Uongress  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  public  lands  were  given  to  soldiers. 
it  was  confidently  predicted  here  and  elsewhere  that 
for  many  years  we  would,  in  consequence  of  the 
military  grants,  receive  no  money  from  the  public 
lands;  and  yet  we  find  that  our  revenues  from  that 
source  have  greatly  increased  within  the  last  year, 
and  are  still  rapidly  increasing.  Why  is. this? 
Solely  because  numerous  railroads  are  projected 
in  the  new  States  through  the  public  domain. 
Some  of  these  roads  are  now  constructing.  They 
have  so  largely  appreciated  the  public  lands  that 
millions  of  acres  are  now  bousht  which  until  re- 
cently were  a  drug  in  the  market.  This  fact,  and 
this  alone,  explains  why  it  is  that  the  receipts 
from  the  public  lands  have  increased,  notwith- 
standing tlie  bounty  >  act  of  the  last  Congress 
And  the  immense  *  emigration  which  has  recently 
^one  firom  the  Western  States  to  Oregon  and  Cal- 
ifornia. 

There  is  another  pi^ce  of  history  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  to  which  I  must  refer  gentlemen 
of  the  committee.  The  only  acts  grantmg  lands 
to  new  States,  besides  the  Illinois  grant  of  1850, 
in  which  the  price  of  the  alternate  sections  reserved 
by  Government  was  doubled,  are  those  relating  to 
certain  lands  in  Ohio.  The  amount  of  those  re- 
served sections  is  359,4S:).96  acres,  of  which,  up 
to  the  30th  of  September  last,  nearly  one  half  had 
been  sold  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
No  returns  have  been  received  as  yet  from  the 
lands  reserved  by  the  grant  of  the  last  Congress  to 
the  State  of  Illinois.  But  the  cose  of  tluB  Ohio 
grant  shows  that  the  doubling  of  the  price  of  the 
alternate  sections  reserved  to  the  United  States  in 
internal  improvement  grants  is  not  a  nullity.  It 
is  a  reality  which  secures  the  Government  from  all 
loss. 

I  trust  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  under  the 
acts  granting  land  to  soldiers,  wfirrants  can  be 
located  only  on  land  subject  to  private  entry. 
Now,  all  the  lands  in  northern  Missouri  are  sub- 
ject to  private  entry,  and  have  been  for  sixteen 
years  and  more.    Whatever,  thereforet  adds  to  the 


'  value  of  these  huids  is  for  the  benefit  of  sohlienn 
having  land  warrants,  whether  in  Maine,  Virginia, 
or  Texas.  So  that  the  Hannibafand  St.  Joseph 
railroad  grant  is  not  only  recommended  by  its 
intrinsic  merits,  but  by  the  tendency  it  will  have 
to  benefit  a  large  and  most  meritorious  clasaof  our 
ci likens  who  are  scattered  all  over  the  Union. 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  grant  I  ask?  I  aojt  able 
to  aitswer  this  question  from  official  documents. 
The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  witliin  six  miles 
of  each  side  of  the  proposed  route  of  the  Hannibal 
and  St.  Joseph  railroad  was,  on  the  11th  day  of 
April,  1847,  640,362  acres.  A  portion  of  these 
lands  has  passed  into  private  hands  since  that 
time.  All  of  them  have  been  subject  to  private 
entry  for  many  years — nnoetof  them  sixteen  years 
and  upwards — so  that  they  have.been  culled  over 
and  over  again,  and  rejected  as  worth  less  than 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  The 
most  that  Missouri  can  receive  by  the  grant  I  ask 
is  320,181  acres  of  refuse  land.  She  would  not 
probably  receive  more  than  250,000  acres  if  the 
grant  should  pass  to-day.  And  in  return  for  that^ 
she  not  only  engages  to  construct  a  railroad  which 
will  enhance  your  public  domain  two  or  three  times 
as  much  as  tliis  grant  will  amount  to,  but  to  carry 
your  troops  and  munitions  of  war  over  the  road 
free  of  all  chcu'ge  forever,  and  to  trai^port  your 
mails  at  such  prices  as  you  ihall  prescnbe. 

When  Missouri  came  into  the  Union,  the  Fed- 
eral Government  required  her  to  promise  not  to 
tax  the  public  lands  within  her  limits  **  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  and  aflerthedayof  sale.*' 
In  considerqjlion  of  this  promise,  the  Umted  States 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Missouri  five  per 
cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  l3nng 
within  her  limiui,  of  which  three  fifths  was  to  be 
applied  to  purposes  of  internal  improvements  by 
her  Legislature;  and  "  the  other  two  fifths  in  de^ 
fraying,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred  in  the  making  of  a  road  or 
roads,  canal  or  canals,  leading  to  the  said  State." 
In  order  to  discharge  a  public  debt,  the  United 
States  have  granted  some  70,000,000  or  80,000,000 
acres  of  land  to  those  who  have  been  in  our  mili- 
tary service  in  a  time  of  war.  A  large  amount  of 
those  lands  has  been  located  in  Missouri,  and 
more  will  be  located  there  still.  Those  lands  not 
beinjg  disposed  of  by  this  Government  for  money, 
the  State  of  Missouri  receives  nothing  for  exempt- 
ing them  from  taxation.  The  strict  letter  of  the 
compact  does  not,  perhaps,  entitle  her  to  anything. 
But  surely  a  fair  and  uberal  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  will  give  Missouri  some 
equivalent  for  not  taxing  uie  lands  within  her 
limits  which  have  been  and  will  be  located  by  mili- 
tary warrants.  Missouri  supposed  that  she  was 
to  receive  a  valuable  consideration  for  her  agree- 
ment not  to  tax  the  public  lands  **  for  the  term  6f 
five  years  from  and  after  the  day  of  sale."  The 
United  States  so  understood  it.  Now,  suppose  all 
the  public  domain  in  Missouri  should  be  absorbed 
by  land  warrants,  what  would  she  receive  for  not 
taxing  the  lands  of  this  Government  ?  Nothing, 
al)solutely  nothing.  And  would  that  be  a  fair  and 
bona  fide  execution  of  her  compact  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  part  of  the  latter?  On  the  con- 
trary, would  not  tne  United  States  be  obnoxious 
to  the  charge  of  *•  paltering  in  a  double  sense.'"  of 
keeping  **  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear  and 
breaking  it  to  our  hope? 

Missouri  does  not  ask  that  the  land  given  to  sol- 
diera  should  be  treated  absolutely  as  land  sold  for 
cash.  All  she  asks  is,  that  inasmuch  as  the  policy 
of  granting  bounty  land  is  for  tlie  benefit  of  citizens 
of  every  State,  each  State  shall  bear  its  proportion 
of  whatever  expense  and  burden  that  policy  costs. 
Missouri  is  witling  to  give  up  a  part  of  her  three 
per  cent.,  but  she  does  not  think  she  should  be  re- 
auired  to  relinquish  all.  And  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  Government  cannot  discharge  the  equita- 
ble demands  of  Missouri  on  better  terms  to  the 
nation  than  by  making  the  grant  I  am  urging. 

When  Missouri  mtutes  a  road  through  the  land 
of  her  citizens,  the  landed  proprietora  benefited  by 
the  work  are  compelled  to  pay  their  share  towai*ds 
its  construction,  m  the  form  of  taxes.  As  the 
value  of  their  land  is  increased,  their  taxes  are 
increased  also.  Now,  this  Government  is  a  great 
landed  proprietor,  and  owns  lai*ge  domains  in  the 
State  or  Missouri.  Is  it  right,  is  it  just,  is  it  fair, 
under  these  circumstances,  that  while  private  indi- 
viduals are  compelled  to  pay  for  improvements 
which  add  to  the  value  of  their  estates,  the  Federal 


Government  should  receive  precisely  the  same 
benefits  «nd  notTontribuie  one  doEar?  L»et  gen- 
tlemen from  the  oki  States  revolve  this  matter  in 
their  minds,  and  I  nm  sure  they  will  dismioa  some 
of  the  opposition  whieh  tliey  manifest  towards 
donations  of  lands  to  tlie  new  States. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  the  new 
States  receive  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proeeeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  their  limks^ 
for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvements,  except 
Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio.     They  re- 
ceive but  three  per  cent,  for  that  object,  the  other 
two  per  cent,  being  retained  in  the  Treasury  for 
constructing,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  a 
road  or  roads,  a  canal  or  canals,  ^ding  towartis 
the  limits  of  the  enumerated  States.     It  shouUl 
also  be  remembered,  that  this  portion  of  tlte  pubUc 
lands  is  not  ^iveu  to  the  new  States  as  a  gratuity. 
It  is  given  in  return  for  the  non-taxatioa  of  the 
public  domain  for  a  term  of  *'five  years  from  and 
after  the  day  of^salc."    TTiis  orrtcngeroent  has 
never  been  a  favorite  with  the  new  States.     It 
originated  with  Congress,  and  was  forced  upon 
the  Western  States  as  a  condition  tooheir  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.    From  the  "statement  just 
made,  it  will  be  perceived  that  Missouri,  lUinoLs, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio,  stand  on  precisely  the  same 
grounds,  so  far  as  their  compacts  with  the  United 
States  are  concerned.     But  how  different,  how 
widely  difierent,  is  the  treatment  which  Congress 
has  meted  out  to  them.    In  Ohio  ^^812,034  21 
have  been  expended  on  the  Cumberkuid  road.     In 
Indiana  $1,126,289  50,  and  in  Illinois  |f742,445  30 
have  been  spent  on  the  same  work.     In  Alissouri 
not  one  single  cent  has  been  expended  by  this 
Government  on  any  Uke  enterprise,    fiestdes  this, 
Ohio  has  received  upwards  of  eleven  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  public  land  for  the  purpose  of 
internal  improvements.    Indiana  has  receired  up- 
wards of  fourteen  hundred  thousand  acres,  and 
Illinois  has  received  upwards  of  three  mUtions  of 
acres  for  canals  and  railroads.     Misaouri  has 
received  nothing.     Why  this  difiference  is  the 
policy  of  Congress  towanls  these  four  States)   li  • 
not  Missouri  ^idiful  in  the  discharge  of  hmdutiea 
to  the  Union?    Is  she  not  upright  in  haaigB|;e- 
ments  with  her  sisters?    Is  she  not  wonky  of 
memberahip  in  this  Confederacy?    I  hare  never 
heard  any  such  charges  made^against  Missouri, 
and  I  trust  that  the  n^lect  of  Congress  has  been 
unintentional.    There  is  certainly  no  equity  ia 
treating  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  with  marked 
kindness,  while  you  turn  away  from  Missouri  as 
from  a  step-child. 

It  is,  however,  objected,  that  the'granta  of  land 
to  the  new  States  for  the  purposes  of  inteisial  im- 
provement are  injurious  to  the  old  States.  In  what 
way?  I  inquire.    It  has  been  shown  that  those 

grants  do  not  duninish  the  revenues  of  th6  country, 
ut  largely  inm-ease  them.  TheyllifiUse  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  life  into  many  a  habita- 
tion and  family  that  are  .now  cheerless.  They 
spread  education  and  intelligence.  They  build  up 
school-houses  and  churches,  and  they  oring  into 
communion  and  friendly  intercourse  distaat  parts 
of  the  Repubhc.  Surely  there  is  nothing  in  all 
this  of  which  any  member  of  the  Union  ought  to 
complain. 

But  if  the  policy  of  granting  Icmd  to  the  new 
States  for  railroad  purposes  is  to  stop,  let  jtistice 
be  done  to  both  sections  of  the  Union.  Hereto- 
fore  those  grants  have  been  confined  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  fre^  States.  Let  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  and  other  Southern  States  be  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  before  you  refuse  all  grants.  To  stop  be- 
fore this  is  done  would  ^e  color,  oA  least,  to  the 
charge  sometimes  made,  that  the  majority  of  this 
House  cannot  and  will  not  do  justice  to  the  South- 
ern part  of  the  Union. 

The  old  States  should  not  overiook  the  fact  that 
they  have  received  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
which  were  within  their  linnts  at  the  date  of  the 
Revolution.  Massachusetts  imd  Maine,  even  at 
this  moment,  possess  a  large  domain  that  is  undis- 
posed of.  Now  all  of  those  lands  were  acquired 
hy  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation. 
The  lands  of  Maine  and  Virginia  and  Georgia, 
which  were  unappropriated  at  the  time  of  our 
Revolution,  were  as  much  the  common  acquisition 
of  the  whole  Union,  as  the  public  lands  in  any  of 
the  Western  States.  But  the  old  States,  I  reiter- 
ate, received  every  ibot  of  unappropriated  land 
within  their  hmits.  And  yet  when  a  new  State  asks 
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fyr  m  aoiaQ  part  of  the  public  land  within  its  limits, 

in  dlsofaarge  of  higfh  and  important  services,  ren^ 

dered  by  it  in  the  construction  of  railroads  through 

theGoremmeat  domain,  wt  hear  the  cry.  Injustice 

to  the  old  States.    Place  the  new  States  on  the 

■sue  fboting^  with  the  OM  States,  and  you  would 

me  them  all  the  waste  lands  within  their  limits. 

nis  we  do  not  ask.    We  are  not  so  rapacious  as 

Ae  AtlaiKic  States  were  when  they  occupied  our 

portion.    Afl  tha^we  ask  is  a  sffmll  appropria- 

oao,  which,  while  u  increases  the  receipts  of  the 

TicMury,  will  afford  some  remuneration  for  our 

titkj«s  to  the  nation  at  lar^. 

9lo  other  expenditure  of  public  money  has  re* 

~    '  in  so  mVch  and  so  general  gooa  as  that 

has  hftd  for  its  object  the  settlement  of  the 

Separate  the  new  States  from  the  old  ones; 

off  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  even  in 

ition,  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  you 

tmbiy  form  some  small  Conception  of  the 

which  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 

At  taUic    lands  hare  had  u|)on  our  national 

wcfliib,  greatness,  and  prosperity.    The  forttfi- 

»ef  your  coast,  your  Navy,  yo\ir  Army,  are 

foi;  but  no  statesman  will  pretend  that  any 

'idl  of  these  combined  has  contributed  one 

ts  much  to  our  repufation  abroad,  or  our 

at  home,  as  the  settlement  of  the  ^reat 

Xow,  while  the  settlement  of  the  West 

of  greater  advantage  to  the  whole  coun- 

ti^lhaft  almost  anything  else  which  has  trans- 

pMi-ia  our  history,  it  has  repaid  by  millions  all 

at  csfMnaes^t  has  occasioned  to  the  Goyemment. 

Tear  ttibKe  domain  has  cost  you  i74,757,879  58. 

^toflBstime  it  has  yielded  you|lfe,3d7,093  17— 

jMftt^Bl  ,313  79  more  than  it  cost  you.    If  the 

Jb^  bcsaJes  protecting  our  commerce,  had  yield- 

ry  double  the  money  it  has  cost, 

would  be  an  application  for  an 

to  that  bmnch  of  the  sendee!    But 

of  the  public  domain  has  operated 

ler.     It  has  increased  the  general 

[it  ham  aogmented  the  resources  ami  mul> 

power  of  the  country,  and  it  has  at  the 

* '  to  the  Gk/vernment  two  dollars 

'^oae  it  has  cost. 

[gentlemen  be  instmcted  by  the  history 

:  f  Experience  has  taught  us  that  every 

'  Uroujght  under  cultivation  in  a  new 

to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  all. 

fof  emigration,  from  one  part  of  the 

to  Am  otlier — ftx>m  the  old  to  the  new 

a  golden  tide  of  trade  and  busi- 

. States  now  supply  nearly  all  the 

^ftnuers  of  the  Valley  of  the  West, 
iHOSperity  wonderfully  promotes 
tttiolderStates  of  the  Union.   The 
'#lin  the  old  States,  who  estab* 
fit  the  West,  soon  contributes  m^re 
■Bd  commerce  of  the  State  be  led 
remained  there  in  dependent  pov- 
fvosperity  of  the  new  States  reacts, 
4kt  channel  of  trade  and  business,  in 
tW  old  States,  and  hence  the  wouderfal 
the  whole  country."    This  is  a  fair 
ett  the  fact.    Every  man  of  observation 
itto  be  true,  and  stiu  you  hesitate  to  be 
Asillstiw  new  States — no,  sir,  not  liberal,  but 

Ifh  CWrmaa,  Congress  should  either  graduate 
I  of  the  pnbKc  lands,  or  aid  in  enhancing 
I'of  dMse  which  have  been  for  a  long  time 
bL  Afl  the  public  lands  near  our  nayi- 
frtfeffrtra  ore  readily  sold  and  settled.  So  it  is 
■Mk^  best  lands  in  the  interior.  But  the  public 
Indsvfttwpoorerclass  remain  unoccupied  for  years 
ifty  ifcsy  nave  been  subject  to  private  entry,  di- 
^MnJlMghborhoods,  keeping  settlements  sparse, 
^  "  it  impossible,  very  frequently,  for 
to  enioy  even  the  blessings  of  common 
In  order  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  new 
been  applying  to  Coneress  for  more 
er  of  a  century  to  graduate  the  price 
domain.  This  has  been  steadily  re- 
'  Now,  in  order  to  settle  our  waste  lands, 
^ttok  yoQ  to  aid  in  increasing  its  value,  by  grants 
^mInmi,  which  will  enable  Gk>vemment  to  sell 
A«  pibKu  domaia  at  its  present  minimum  in  all 
~  *ai  doable  the  minimum  in  many  in- 

-  {CQtlcmen  will  not  oppose  this  policy 

wrnew  States  are  to  be  its  immediate 

What  would  bethought  if  the  West 

**"^<pptoiJOtilioii'tolbrtify'an  im- 


portant seaport  because  the  money  necessary  to 
that  purposs  would  be  expended  on  tlie  coast? 
Why,  everybody  would  say,  such  a  motive  is 
unworthy  an  American  citizen.  Will  you,  then, 
apply  a  rule  to  the  new  States,  which,  if  sought 
to  be  applied  to  the  old  l^ates,  would  be  repudiated 
as  disgraceful  in  its  conception  and  purposes? 
Rather  inquire  whether  the  propositions  relative 
to  grants  of  land  to  tlie  West,  are  for  the  benefit 
of  tns  nation  and  within  your  constitutional  pow- 
er. And  beine  satisfied  in  the  afiirmaiive  on  both 
propositions,  do  not  withhold  your  support  be- 
cause the  donation  is  to  a  new  State. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  feel  justified  in  detaining 
the  committee  for  a  few  moments  by  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Hall]  has  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  1  desire  to  see,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  a  distinction  taken, 
which  I  conceive  to  be  important,  to  control  our 
action  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  public 
domain.  This  House  was  scarcely  organized  be- 
fore there  was  anxiety  manifested  to  obtain  the 
floor  in  order  to  introduce  bills  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  thepublic  lands  in  aid  of  private  incor- 
porations. Inat  anxiety  was  not  confined  to  any 
particular  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  great  West.  It  is,  therefore,  import- 
aift,  if  this  system  of  granting  the  public  lands  is 
to  be  carried  out  by  this  Congress,  that  we  should 
here,  at  the  outset,  get  a  fair  start  in  relation  to  the 
principles  on  which  these  lands  are  to  be  granted. 
There  can  be  no  controversy  in  relation  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  holds  these 
lands  and  for  what  purposes.  They  are  the  com- 
mon property  of  all,  and  are  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States  of 
this  Union,  and  the  people  thereof;  and  whenever 
Congressnndertakes  to  dispose  of  these  lands,  they 
should  adopt  a  policy  in  so  doing  of  fairness,  not 
only  to  the  Western  States,  but  to  all  the  States 
of  this  Confederacy.  Care  should  also  be  taken 
to  grant  these  lands  to  the  States,  and  not  to  indi- 
viduals or  private  corporatioiis.  We  have  pre- 
sented before  us  a  great  number  of  these  bills. 
During  the  last  Congress,  and  already  during  the 
present  Congress,  they  have  hovered,  like  biiSs  of 
ill  omen,  over  this  Hall,  and  it  is  highly  important 
tliat  we  should  look  at  once  into  the  matter,  and 
see  whether  theae  bills  are  sought  by  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  internal  improvements,  or 
whether  it  is  the  corporations  of  the  country,  now 
swarming  in  every  State,  that  are  here  importu- 
ning this  Congress  to  grant  them  portions  of  the 
public  lands  for  their  l^nefit,  and  not  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  States.  It  will  bfe  observed  that  the  main 
object  of  these  bills  is  professedly  to  obtain  **  a 
right  of  way  **  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
these  works  of  internal  improvement  through  the 
public  domain,  and  in  ada ition  to  that,  they  ask 
for  alternate  sections  of  land.  Now,  I  suppose 
that  no  lawyer  in  this  House  will  rise  and  main- 
tain here  that  the  States  of  this  Union  have  not 
the  right^of  way  through  the  public  lands  within 
their  limits  for  the  construction  of  State  works  of 
internal  improvement,  without  asking  it  from  Con- 
gress. The  right  of  tmntnt  AomaMi  belongs  to 
the  States,  and  I  am  here  to-day  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  that  right  in  its  full  extent. 

Mr.  HALL.  Do  I  understand  the  j^sntleman 
from  Ohio  to  insist  that  a  State  in  which  the  pub- 
lic domain  is  situated  has  a  right  to  take  that 
public  domain  for  public  purposes  by  paying  com- 
pensation for  it,  just  as  in  tne  case  of  individual 
property?      

Mr.  SWEETBER.  The  gentleman  shall  be  an- 
swered .  I  maintain  this,  that  whenever  any  States 
of  this  Union  have  projected  a  public  work — either 
a  railroad  or  a  canal — that  they  desire  shall  pass 
through  the  public  lands  held  by  Congress  in  trust 
for  allthe  States,  they  have  theri^ht  of  way  with- 
out any  act  of  Congress  to  give  it  to  them.  The 
ri^ht  of  eminent  domain  belongs  to  the  States,  and 
when  gentlemen  come  here  asking  for  an  act  of 
ConSn'ess  to  give  them  the  right  of  way,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  they  have  some  ulterior  object.  When- 
ever any  State  of  this  Union  comes  here  to  ask  a 
grant  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
works  which  she  has  projected,  and  which  she 
owns,  she  shall  cheerfully  nave  vcxy  vote  to  what- 
ever extent  she  may  desire.  Ohio  does  not  ask 
her  representatives  upon  this  floor  to  be  guilty  of 
any  act  that  could  be  construed  into  meanness.  I 
have  to  tell  the  gentltraan  from  Missouri  that  all 
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the  grants  which  have  been  made  to  Ohio  have 
been  made  to  tlie  Slate  for  the  benefit  of  the  State, 
and  the  works  constructed  are  now  the  property 
of  the  Stale,  with  the  soHtnry  exception  of  the  Co- 
lumbus and  Sandusky  Turnpike  Company. 

Now,  I  will  tell  the  commrttee  why  I  make  this 
distinction  between  gratfts  to  the  States  and  gronts 
to  corpomtrons.  f  doubt  not  only  the  propriety, 
but  '.he  constitutional  power  of  this'  House  togrnnt 
the  public  domain  to  the  private  corporations  of 
the  country,  or  to  States  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  private  incorporations.  Such  a  connetiion  of 
public  proi:>erty  or  money  is  unsafe  in  such  keeji- 
m^as  all  experience  has  demonstrated. 

There  is  no  State  in  this  Union  which  has  hnd 
a  greater  imerest  in  public  improvements  than  the 
Slate  of  Ohio.  I<My  in  1824  she  took  the  lead 
amongst  the  Western  Stales  in  relation  to  internal 
improvements.  Her  two  canals  connecting  the 
waters  of  Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river  nt  Ports- 
mouth and  Cincinnati,  are  among  her  earjiest 
efforts.  The  system  was  one  of  State  policy  and 
concern.  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  that  the  mu- 
nificent donations  of  public  lands  by  Congress 
were  important  and  necessary,  and  she  has  applied 
those  grants  faithfully  and  honestly,  and  her  cit- 
izens here  and  elsewhere  most  cheerfully  acknowl- 
edge their  obligations.  But,  sir,  Ohio  has  not  per- 
verted llie  object  of  the  grants,  and  suflered  her 
citizens  to  look  upon  her  works  of  internal  im- 
provements now  in  the  hands  of  incorporations  or 
speculators.  ^  • 

I  call  upon  the  people's  representativer  here, 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  session,  to  see  who 
are  the  parties  who  are  importuning  Congress  for 
grants  of  the  public  domain.  Indiana  has  received 
large  grants  of  the  public  domain.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  to  say  whether  all 
her  grants  have  not  been  made  to  the  State,  in 
aid  of  works  which  she  has  projected,  and  which 
she  ought  now  to  control  ana  own. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
in  any  instance  Congress  has  granted  lands 
otherwise  than  to  the  States  ? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  The  gentleman's  special 
pleading  will  not  avail  him.  Gentlemen  will  recol- 
lect, that  thou^  grants  are  sometimes  made  to  the 
States,  they  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting 
corporations. 

In  the  case  of  grants  to  Ohio,  the  specific  ob- 
jects to  which  the  lands  were  to  be  applied,  were 
embraced  in  the  grants,  and  to  those  objects  alone 
have  the  lands  been  applied. 

It  is  true,  that  in  all  the  various  projects  to  which 
I  am  objecting,  it  is  answered  that  the  grants  ore 
to  the  States.  What  are  the  facts?  In  many 
cases  the  States  that  seek  these  grants  are  not  en- 
gaged in  any  system  of  internal  improvements. 
And  in  many  cases  these  grants  are  asked  in  aid 
of  roads  that  have  never  been  surveyed  or  located. 
Acts  of  incorporation  in  the  Weetewi  States  have 
been  granted  for  the  last  few  years,  without  limit. 
The  incorporators,  in  many  instances,  do  not  ex- 
pect to  organize  and  make  a  road,  unless  they  can 
obtain  grants  of  public  land.  The  name  of  the 
State  is  used  asa  sct^^gosf  in  order  to  obtain  grants 
of  land.  And  my  honorable  friend  well  knows  the 
fate  of  all  public  property  in  the  hands  of  private 
incorporations.  I  will  cite  an  example  in  my  own 
State.  Ohio,  in  1837-'38,  changed  her  policy, 
and  called  in  the  aid  of  private  incorpomtions  to 
carry  out  the  extended  policy  of  internal  improve- 
ments in  railroads,  canals,  and  turn-pike  roads. 
Upon  the  organization  of  companies,  under  vari- 
ous acts  of  incorporation,  and  the  Subscribing  of  a 
certain  amount  of  stock,  the  State  subscribed, 
and  became  a  Joint  stockholder.  What  was  the 
result  ?  Out  of  about^ire  mllx(m»  of  public  nwney 
thus  invested,  one  half  is  entirely  lost,  and  the 
balance  is  unproductive.  I  speak  her  convictions, 
when  she  repealed  the  odious  Plunder  Law.  And 
in  the  light  of  her  expeiience  I  warn  other  StAtes 
of  this  Union ,  that  public  money  or  public  lands  are 
unsafe  in  the  care  and  custody  of  private  incor- 
porations. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  one  moment? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  have  but  onef  remark  to 
make  further,  and  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman.  I 
was  about  to  speak  of  the  Wabash  Canal  in  the 
State  of  Indiana.  Gentlemen  are  aware  that  pub- 
lic lands  have  been  donated  for  the  construction  of 
that  canal;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  as 
far  as  the  people  of  thai  Statd  ars  concerned,  they 
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have  not  derived  the  benefit  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  this  canal.  They  permitted 
their  interests  to  be  entangled  with  private  incor- 
porations. What  is  the  result?  The  Wabash 
Canal  has  been  transferred  to  speculators,  and  is 
not  now  owned  or  controlled  by  the  State.  The 
consequence  is,  their  canal  is  rendered  almost  val- 
ueless. I  have  seen  whole  fleets  of  canal  boats 
stuck  in  the  mud  in  consequence  of  bad  mana^^e- 
ment  since  the  Stale  has  lost  the  control  over  it. 
I  will  now  give  way  to  the  .gentleman  from  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  dislike  very  much  to  take 
'Up  the  time  of  the  committee  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question.  Butl  deem  it  due  to  this  body, 
that  I  should  correct  the  assertions  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sweetser]  in  relation 
to  the  grants  of  Congress  to  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  The  grants  to 
which  the  eentleman  refers,  were  applied  by  the 
State  of  Inaiana  in  good  faith  to  the  improvement 
for  which  they  were  designed,  and  that  work  re- 
mained entirely  under  the  control  of  the  State 
until  after  a  considerable  portion  of  it  was  com- 
pleted. But,  unfortunately,  the  State  of  Indiana, 
like  other  States,  became  involved  to  some  extent 
in  her  exertions  to  develop  her  immense  resources, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  those  debts,  she 
conveyed  the  work  (th^  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal) 
to  her  creditors,  together  with  the  lands  then  un- 
applied, until  the*  income  arising  from  the  canal 
and  from  those  lands  should  ^relieve  her  from  tliose 
liabilities,  or  she  should  dioose  to  redeem  them 
by  herself  paying  off  these  liabilities.  She  has  not 
entirely  relinquished  her  control  over  the  canal  or 
the  lands. 

I  should  Uke  to  ask  the  ^;entleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Sweetser]  this  question:  What  is  the  dif- 
ference in  principle  between  granting  public  lands 
to  a  State  to  be  applied  by  her  directly  to  her 
works  of  internal  improvements,  or  grantm^  them 
to  her  in  such  a  way  that  she  may,  if  m  her 
sovereign  wisdom  she  should  deem  it  to  her  in- 
terest to  do  so,  invest  them  in  the  stock  of  an 
incorporate  company,  which  shall  apply  them  in 
the  construction  of  such  works  within  ner  borders 
and  for  the  benefit  of  her  commerce  and  the  con- 
venience of  her  citizens,  and  thereby  aid  said 
companies  in  constructing  such  works?  I  ask  if 
the  gentleman's  skill  in  political  economy  cannot 
discover  any  advantage  in  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  for  works  of  internal  improvement,  more 
than  simply  the  percentage  which  the  stock  in- 
vested may  yield  to  the  stockholders?  Sir,  my 
notions  of  political  economy  go  beyond  this.  I 
apprehend  that  a  State  may  derive  advantage,  not 
only  from  the  percentage  ^t  may  be  derived 
from  dividends,  but  she  may  also  receive  advan- 
tage from  the  improvement  which  those  works 
may  yield  to  that  State  in  all  the  ways  which  tiie 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hai.l,]  in  his 
speech  this  morning,  so  ably  enumerated — the 
improvement  in  her  society,  in  the  development  of 
her  resources,  the  improvement  in  her  agricultural 
products,  and  in  her  commerce,  and  not  only  in 
the  commerce  of  the.  State,  but  the  commerce  of 
tlie  Union.  But  I  desire  also  to  allude  to  another 
thing. 

Mr.  SWEETSER,  I  beg  to  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  I  only  yielded  for  explanation,  not  for 
him  to  make  a  speech. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon; 
I  thought  he  had  concluded  his  remarks.  I  am 
sorry  I  have  detained  the  gentleman  so  long. 

Mr.  SWEETSER,  (resuming.)  The  gentle- 
man cannot  suppose  that  I  am  going  into  the 
question,  to  the  mil  extent  which  he  has  suggested. 
I  have  a  distinct  object,  and  when  that  is  effected 
I  shall  take  mjr  seat.  But  I  will  answer  the  gen- 
tleman's question.  I  had  no  intention  of  doing 
injustice  to  the  sister  State  of  Indiana.  Her  humih- 
ation  in  the  act  to  which  I  have  alluded  is  sufficient 
for  Her,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  au^ent  her  mis- 
fortunes or  commit  any  act  of  unkmdness  to  that 
fertile  and  promising  State. 

But  I  will  not  stop  in  my  argument  here;  I  ap- 
pend not  only  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  but  to  the 
other  States  of  this  Union,  for  proof  that  the  prin- 
ciple I  have  maintained  is  sanctioned  by  their  ex- 
perience. I  have  endeavored  to  enforce  upon  this 
House  the  danger  of  trusting  the  public  property 
and  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  corporations 
which  are  controlled  by  pri  vate  individuals.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  determine  the  question)  whether  it  is 


not  better  that  the  public  lands  which  are  to  be 
given  to  the  States  should  be  under  the  State 
control?  I  can  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the 
great  State  of  New  York  in  corroboration  of  the 
position  I  have  assuiped,  as  well  as  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent on  this  floor. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  is  certainly  under  a  great  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  what  I  propose.  My  proposition  is  to 
grant  land  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  a  private  corporation,  but 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man's position  perfectly.  I  think  I  shall  not  mis- 
represent him. 

Mr.  HALL.  Well,  I  will  say  this  to  the  gen- 
tleman: If  the  bill  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to 
introduce  this  morning  is  not  sufficiently  guarded 
in  its  phraseology,  to  prevent  the  land  from  being 
squandered  or  passing  into  the  hands  of  a  private 
corporation,  I  ask  him  to  surest  any  amendment 
he  may  think  proper,  and  I  wUl  adopt  it.  We  want 
the  laud  for  the  oeuefit  of  the  State,  and  I  desire 
as  much^as  he  does  that  it  shall  not  go  into  the 
hands  of  a  private  corporation. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Will  the  honorable  genUe- 
man  from  Ohio  allow  me  the  floor  but  for  one  mo- 
ment? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  cannot  allow  the  gentle- 
man's remark  about  the  humOiation  of  my  State 
to  pass  without  at  least  an  answer. 

If  it  is  a  humiliation  to  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent  upon  this  floor,  to 
avail  herself  of  the  means  which  she  honestly 
possessed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  her  just  debts. 
It  is  a  humiliation  of  which  I  feel  proud.  Afler 
the  United  States  had  granted  her  this  land  for 
purposes  of  improvement,  she  did  not  divert  them 
from  the  object  for  which  they  were  granted;  but 
while  she  appropriated  them  to  that  oQect,  she  has 
also  paid  her  own  debts,  so  that  instead  of  its  be- 
ing a  subject  of  humiliation,  it  is  one  of  which 
every  citizen  of  the  State  ought  to  be  proud,  and 
one  of  which  the  State  is  proud. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  My  honorable  friend  will 
pardon  me,  I  did  not  intend  to  place  him  or  his 
»tate  in  a  false  position.  But  I  submit  this  ques- 
tion to  him:  Has  not  the  business  of  the  canal  to 
which  I  have  alluded  been  impeded,  in  the  manner 
which  I  have  stated,  week  after  week,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  canal  having  been  sold  into  the  hands 
of  a  private  corporation? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  answer  tlie gentleman. 
Is  it  not  better  the  State  should  have  received  even 
these  imperfect  advantages,  than  to  have  received 
none  at  all  ?  or  is  this  a  greater  humiliation  than 
that  her  debt  should  have  gone  unpaid?  That  is 
the  answer  I  make;  and  brides,  that  work  is  not 
in  the  hands  of  a  private  corporation,  but  it  is 
under  the  confrol  of  trustees,  part  appointed  by 
tlie  creditors  of  the  State  and  part  by  the  State,  so 
that  the  interests  of  both  parties  are  provided  for 
and  protected ;  and  1  will  further  add,  tnat  the  work 
is  at  least  as  well  conducted  now  as  it  was  when 
under  the  sole  control  of  the  State,  and  affords  as 
ample  facilities  for  our  commerce. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  ThegenUeman  has  the  full 
benefit  of  his  answer.  It  is  not  my  object  in  ma- 
king these  remarks  to  oppose  any  particular  bill. 
My  objection  is  to  the  wnole  class  and  to  the  prin- 
ciple involved.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  Ihe 
details  of  the  bill  of  my  honorable  friend  [Mr. 
Haxl]  at  this  time.  I  am  speaking  of  general 
principles  which,  in  my  judgment,  should  control 
the  action  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the  whole 
class. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)  I  have  no  doubt 
the  gentleman  will  give  his  active  support  to  my 
bill. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  When  my  honorable  friend 
interrupted  me,  I  was  proceeding  to  remark  upon 
the  pohcy  of  several  States  upon  this  subject  of 
internal  improvements.  New  York  was  one  of 
the  first  to  embark  in  these  enterprises,  and  hav- 
ing carried  them  to  a  length  beyond  that  of  any 
other  State,  a  short  time  since,  in  a  convention 
called  for  the  purpose  of  amending  her  constitu- 
tion, she  inserted  a  provision,  as  a  part  of  he^  or- 
ganic law,  prohibiting  her  Legislature  from  raising 
a  single  dollar  by  taxation,  to  be  invested  in  any 
'corporation  whatever.  That  is  the  policy  of  the 
great  State  of  New  York;  a  policy  wnich  has  been 
foi'ced  upon  her  by  such  dire  necessities  that  the 


has  made  it  a  part  of  her  organic  law.  Ohio,  too, 
has  had  some  experience  in^this  matter,  and  in  & 
convention  recently  held  ill  that  State  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remodeling  her  constitution,  a  provision 
was  adopted  similar  to  that  of  New  Ydrk.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  State  in  thia  Union  which 
is  so  deeply  interested  in  relation  to  these  subjects 
as  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep" 
resent.  I  speak  from  what  I  know  in  relation  to 
this  matter.  Representing,  as  I  do^  the  centre  of  that 
State,  I  know  perfectly  well  th^  responsibility  I 
take  upon  myself  in  opposing  some  of^these  meas- 
ures, in  relation  to  granting  public  lands.  I  have  no 
desire  to  oppose  the  plans  of  the  gentleman  front 
Missouri,  except  upon  the  princi^^  stated. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)  i  have  no  plans. 
All  I  desire  is,  that  while  Congress  has  done  justice 
'to  one  State  it  should  not  refuse  to  do  justice  to 
another. 

Mr.  SWEETSER,  Presuming.)  I  maintain  that 
where  grants  of  land  nave  been  made  by  C^n- 

fress  to  Western  States,  th^jr  have  uniformly 
een  made  for  the  purpose  of^  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  works    already  projected    by   and 
owned  by  the  State.    They  have  not  been  appro- 
priated for  the  aid  of  private  corporations;     I 
know  that  this  system  of^giving  away  these  Inndm 
for  works  of  internal  improvement  has  become 
quite  popular  in   this  House.    Gentlemen    will 
recollect  that  during  the  last  Congress  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  used  against  the  hounty  iand 
bUl  was,  that  it  would  destroy  tliis  land  system. 
It  was  said  it  would  destroy  the  prospect  of  ob- 
taining these  lands  in  aid  of  these  works  of  im- 
provement.   I  desire  now  for  a  moment  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  bill  p&meed 
by  the  last  Congress  appropriating  lands  &r  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  in  Illinois.    Gtentlemen 
will  recollect  that  the  bill  was  passed  at  a  time 
when  this  House  and  the  country  were  excited  to 
a  degree  which  forbade  its  receiving  tl^  discussion 
and  deliberation  which  it  should  nave  had.     But 
for  those  circumstances  that  bill  would  never  have 
passed  Congress.    It  never  would  ,have  lettned 
my  vote;  and  had  I  been  present  when  ic  wwm 
under  consideration,  I  should  have  raiMd  my 
voice  in  opposition  to  it. 

I  repeat,  that  whenever  a  State  comes  forward 
and  asks  an  act  of  Congress  granting  the  ri^t  of 
way  for  a  State  work,  or  a  raihoad  througn  the 
public  domain^  the  State  concedes  the  point  that 
the  proposed  road  or  canal  is  a  private  enterprise, 
under  the  control  of  a  corporation,  for  the  reetaan 
that  if  it  is  a  State  work,  no  such  l^slation  i^ 
necessary.    If  alternate  sections  are  wanted,  then 
the  object  is  to  obtain  the  public  lands  in  aid  of 
private  incorporations.    The  right  of  way  ia  a 
mere   pretext.    The   gentlonan   from  IMtinouri 
[Mr.  Hall]  will  pardon  me  when  1  say,  tiiat  be- 
fore he  attempts  to  force  his  conclusions  upon  the 
House,  it  is  his  duty  to  prove  that  it  is  neoeaeary 
for  a  State  to  obtain  an  act  of  Congress  grantine 
the,  right  of  way  over  the  public  lands,  whid^  1 
deny. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)  I  have  no  doubt  in 
the  world  that  the  assent  of  Congress  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  before  a  State  can  make  a  rail- 
roa4  through  the  public  domain.  There  is  no 
Question  about  it.  If  we  have  the  right  to  taJce 
the  public  domain  for  making  a  raih-oad,  we  have 
the  right  to  take  it  as  individual  property;  we 
have  the  right  to  take  just  as  much  as  we  require 
for  public  purposes. 

Mr.  SWEETSER,  (resuming.)  I  think  the 
gentleman  is  in  error  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
We  are  at  issue  upon  tlie  legal  proposition. 

The  people  desire  that  some  disposition  ahould 
be  maae  of  these  public  lands.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  will  excuse 
me  when  I  allude  to  him.  The  bill  he  reported 
to  this  House  upon  yesterday  will  meet  with 

rublic  favor,  ana  shad  have  my  cordial  support, 
hope  this  Congress  will  not  adjourn  until  it 
f>as8es  that  bill,  or  one  imbod3dng  its  principles, 
t  wilt  be  a  matter  of  public  Justice,  not  only  to 
the  new  States  but  to  the  old  States  of  this  Union. 
It  will  open  un  to  the  people  of  New  England — 
those  men  wno  have  been  reared  upon  a  barren 
and  sterile  soil — an  object,  an  inducement  to  emi* 
grate  to  a  more  congenial  climate  and  locality 
better  suited  to  the  purposes  of  life.  Sir,  I  shall 
go  with  my  honoraole  friend  from  Tennessee  in 
this  matter,  and  I  hope,  when  a  proper  occasion 
shall  present  itself,  to  be  able  to  lay  before  this 
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House  and  the  conntry  some  considerations  in 
rehtion  to  the  importance  of  that  measure.  If 
yoQ  gire  this  public  domain  to  the  actual  settlers, 
you  not  only  nirnish  efficient  aid  for  the  construc- 
tioo  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  but  you 
assist  in  bearing  the  burdens  of  the  State.  Extend 
this  inritation  to  the  ]>eople  of  all  the  States  of 
this  Union,  and  to  the  agricultural  \world,  and 
^iKl  will  be  but  carrying  out  the  trust  which  is 
nboed  in  vour  hands  as  the  people 'srepresentatives, 
oat  you  nimish  to  the  laboring  man  of  the  Eastern 
8tiles  of  this  Confederacy  a  home  in  a  more  con- 
nmal  climate.  You  furnish  him,  also,  with  a 
hrm  sufficient  to  sustain  bim  and  his  family  after 
Inn.  That  wise  measure  will  extend  to  the  culti- 
ntDT  of  the  soil  an  inducement  to  emigrate  from 
d  sections  of  the  country  into  this  land  of  promise 
-^The  Qrtat  FTeji." 

I  enta-ed  upon  this  discussion,  without  pre- 
yaiBtioQ,  upon  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  My 
efe^  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  at 
te  carir  stage  to  the  various  projects  for  ab- 
SBibtDg  tne  public  lands;  to  the  aan^er  that  these 
fanoos  bils  import;  and  to  give,  if  possible,  a 
preoer  direction  to  our  action.  If  1  have  suc- 
umtA  in  making  myself  understood,  lam  content 
to  await  the  action  of  this  House  in  disposing  of  a 
•oijeet  of  such  vital  importance  in  the  disposition 
«fi  tmst  of  such  grave  importance. 

Mr.  BISS£LL.  Upon  some  future  occasion, 
if  I  can  get  an  opportunity,  I  design  to  present  my 
mws  at  some  length  upon  the  subjects  embraced 
ta  tb«  bin  <iC  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Hiu.,}  but  not  now.  I  rise  upon  the  present  oc- 
tmtm  merely  to  indicate  my  intention  to  support 
t^  bill  in  precisely  the  shape  in  which  it  now 
itads.  I  do  not  nften  to  assert  that  the  bill  in 
effry  feature  meets  my  entire  approbation,  not 
examined  it  particularly.  But  the  general 
<»f  the  bill — the  leading  objects  and  main 
,  ^oa  contained  in  it,  I  shall  support,  not  be- 
tMttUar  grants  have  been  asked  tor  and  made 
It  «lhtf  Slates,  but  because  I  believe  the  true  poli- 
cy if  the  Government  with  regard  to  the  public^ 
wiB  be  carried  out  by  the  adoption  of  the 
BB  dierein  contained.  I  hold  that  it  is 
'ciwceptible  of  demonstration  that  the  true 
-the  pecnniary  advantage,  if  you  please — 
illiiOijii  iiiim  III  would  be  promoted  thereby,  as 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  its  inmvid- 


]|r«Ghaiiman,  there  was  a  time  when  Ohio — 

Mlikaia»nch  na  she  is  now— clamored  loudly 

wfl  «iMliiial|  in  these  Halls  for  grants  of  public 

VwiilfrlMktiBilroads — ^to  make  canals  and  other 

8he  w^orried  the  Government  until 

^  grant  of  Congress  for  tracks  of 

19 Ail  Government  ever  owned.  She 

MM  if  It  ftoposes  of  improvement,  and  put 

WSMM^jfanvM  therefrom  into  her  treasury. 

fto  press  her  chiims  to  the  full  extent 

r,  and  continued  to  get  land  from  the 

mA  until  there  was  no  longer  any  public 

her  borders.     Then  comes '  up  Mis- 

and  poor  now,  as  Ohio  was  then, 

fi>r  aboot  one  third  as  much  public  land 

ss  QU»  has  received,  for  a  similar  object;  and 

Qbio^if  eotrectly  represented  here,  starts  up  and 

ifc  that  justice  shall  be  done — that  all  the 

■hall  receive  an  equal  share.    Now,  if  these 

bad  prevailed  at  the  time 


SWkETSER,  (interrupting.)  The  gen- 
eotirely  misunderstands  me.  Ohio  is  not 
I  not  been  here,  through  any  representative, 
that  the  public  domain  shall  be  given  to 
Nms  within  the  State.  She  never  asked 
booo  from  Confiress  or  the  Government; 
for  public  lano  to  aid  in  improvements 
bad  already  been  projected,  which  she  con- 
1  herself,  and  which  she  now  owns.  She 
oalr^  aid  fbr  any  corporation. 
Mr.  BIS8ELL,  (resuming.^  No,  sir,  she  asked 
ft*  hafwilf,  just  as  Missouri  does.  Does  that 
the  case?  She  asked  for  herself  and  she 
\  iS»r  herself,  just  as  Missouri  now  asks  for 
r,  tmdf  by  ^e  lustjce  of  this  House,  I  trust, 
^^AbioiD  for  nersfff.  When  Ohio  had  secured 
m  land,  she  mode  such^  disposition  of  it  as  she 
^Maoil  hiist  for  h«rself-just  as  Missouri  will  do, 
M4lMt  ft*  this  Congress  or  any  other  power  has 
Ml  IMC  to  prerent  her  or  Ohio  from  doing. 
hmmumki  That  wad  granted  fbr  a  specific 


tfe 


So  ia  this  asked  for  a  specific 


object — to  be  invested  as  the  State  deems  best  for 
its  oMrn  interest.  Is  the  gentleman  not  willing 
that  Missouri  shall  take  care  of  herself?  Does  he 
want  to  provide,  by  a  law  of  Confess,  that  Mis- 
souri shall  dispose  of  her  own  in  a  particular 
way,  when  Ohio  did  what  she  pleased  with  hers  ? 
If  she  has  chosen  since,  or  shall  choose  hereafler, 
to  sell  or  give  away  any  of  the  improvements 
made  by  the  land  she  got  from  Congress,  may  she 
not  do  it  ?  Has  she  not  the  power?  Well,  then, 
is  it  not  perfectly  idle  to  say  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  provision  made  by  law  that  the  land  to  be 
given  to  Missouri  shall  be  invested  in  a  particular 
manner — that  the  work  pioposed  shall  be  made  by 
her  as  a  State  ?  Woula  she  not,  the  very  moment 
it  was  completed,  be  at  liberty  to  give  it  away,  or 
sell  it  ?  Why  not,  then,  leave  her  at  liberty  to  dis- 
pose of  the  land  to  a  company  chartered  to  build 
the  work,  or  to  build  the  work  herself?  Why 
not  give  her  full  power  from  the  first,  as  she  will 
of  course  possess  over  the  work  after  it  is  com- 
pleted ? 

I  hold  that  every  State  may  be  safely  intrusted 
with  its  own  affairs.  The  gentleman  wants  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  be  just  and  equitable  to  all  classes 
and  to  all  portions  of  the  Union,  and  therefore  he 
will  oppose  this  bill,  and  will  support  the  bill  in- 
troduce by  the  gentleman  from  j^ennessee,  [Mr. 
Johnson.]  So  shall  I  support  that  bill.  Will 
that  bill  be  just  to  all  classes  ?  Let  us  see.  That 
proposes,  if  I  recollect  aright,  to  give  to  each  settler 
>  a  certain  amount  of  land,  perhaps  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  on  condition  he  will  reside  on  and 
cultivate  it.  I  ask  if  it  is  just  to  merchants  and 
manufacturers?  Does  it  give  as  eouol  advantages 
to  operatives  in  New  England,  New  York,  and 
elsewhere,  as  it  does  to  the  agricultural  classes  in 
the  West?  Not  at  all.  In  the  nature  of  things 
they  cannot  avail  themselves  of  it.  Does  it  hold  out 
any  advantage  to  the  blacksmith,  cooper,  or  shoe- 
maker pursuing  his  business — the  only  business  in 
which  It  is  competent  for  him  to  obtain  a  livelihood. 
None  at  all.  It  is  the  agricultural  class,  and  that 
alone  that  will  derive  any  advantage  from  the  bill 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Johnson.]  The  friends  of  the  bill  say,  sup- 
port it,  because  it  is  just  to  all  classes  of  the  peo- 
Cle;  but  it  seems  to  me  reasonable  to  oppose  the 
ill,  becaiise  it  is  partial.  I  do  not  design  at  pres- 
ent to  say  anything  more;  but  upon  some  subse- 
quent occasion  more  favorable  than  the  present 
one,  I  will  again  express  my  opinions  more  at 
length. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  called  for  the  redding  of  the 
eighth  resolution;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  S.  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  on  whose  mo- 
tion the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  haicing 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  the  President's  message  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  Abraham  P.  Stevkns,  of  New  York,  ap- 
peared, was  sworn  in,  and  took  his  seat. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  that  it  was  important  that 
the  Executive  messages  on  the  Speaker's  table 
should  be  referred  and  printed.  He  hoped  that 
the  House  would  consent  to  their  presentation. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid  be- 
fore the  House  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  March 
28, 1796,  covering  a  statement  showing  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  registered  in  the  several  collection 
districts  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  of  June,  1851;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Houston,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

FORTIFICATIONS — JURISDICTION  OF  THI^ 
MILITARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 
fortifications,  prepared  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  March  3d,  1851. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  that  the  report  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  did  not  think  that 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  proposed  the  proper 
reference.  He  supposed  that  the  report  was  upon 
the  subject  of  the  defences,  and  as  such  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  BURT.  I  understand  that  that  report  re- 
lates not  merely  to  the  continuance  of  iortifica- 


tions,  but  to  the  beginning  of  a  system  of  fortifi- 
cations, which  may  materially  modify  that  now 
existing  in  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  the 
House,  and  indeed  the  rules  of  the  House  ex- 
pressly prescribe,  that  all  propositions  for  fortifi- 
cations, whether  to  authorize  or  reject  them  in  any 
way  whatever,  are  proper  subjects  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Conimittcc  on  Military  AflTairs. 
I  do  not  see  my  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolinaf  [Mr.  Clingman,]  who  introduced  a  re- 
#)lution  to  which  this  report  is  in  answer.  He 
intimated  to  me  that  he  might  move  to  refer  the 
report  to  a  select  committee.  I  can  see  no  sort  of 
propriety  in  that  reference.  There  certainly  is 
none  in  referring  the  report  to  the  ^Committee  on 
Commerce.  It  is  a  matter  which  properly  belongs 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  I  trust 
the  House  will  not  give  ft  the  direction  of  any 
other  committee,  unless  some  special  cause  be  as- 
signed. If  that  committee  be  a  iU  one  for  the 
duties  which  are  devolved  upon  it  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  it  is  a  special  act  for  its  consideration. 
If  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs  know  any- 
thing of  military  subjects,  they  should  know  some- 
thing of  the  system  of  fortifications.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  that  committee  does  not  entertain  any 
hostility  to  fortifications,  and  that  it  does  not  en- 
tertain any  views  that  are  adverse  to  the  known 
views  of  the  Administration  or  Department  of 
War,  and  that  it  will  be  disposed  to  carry  out,'  as 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  its  own  views  of 
good  policy,  any  recommendation  or  suggestion 
of  that  Department.  I  trust 'the  report  wnibe  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  hope  that 
the  jjlirection  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman,]  not  now  in  his  seai, 
desired  the  report  should  take  may  be  given  to  it, 
and  that  it  may  |;o  to  a  select  committee,  fbr  the 
reasons  afforded  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  that  that  committee  did  not 
entertain  any  hostility  to  the  system  of  fortifica- 
tions, and  are  willing  to  carry  out  the  views  of 
the  Administration  or  Department  in  that  particu- 
lar. 

Mr.  BURT.    If  they  are  proper. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  system  of  fortifica- 
tions, or  rather  appropriations  tor  the  continuance 
of  the  system  of  fortifications,  came,  I  supposed, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs  at  tne  last 
Congress,  but  it  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  fortification  bill 
was  defeated  m  the  House.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  indicated  its  determination,  by  its 
defeat,  to  put  an  end  to  the  system.  1  do  not 
know  how  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 

fMr.  Clingman]  happened  to  call  for  this  expose 
rom  the  Department,  but  I  suppose  that  the  re- 
port lying  upon  your  table  is  an  additional  plea, 
upon  the  part  of  the  Engineer*Corps,  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  system  in  the  old  mode,  or  under 
some  modification.  I  take  it,  if  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  meant  anything  last  year  by  the 
vote  they  gave  on  the  subject,  they  meant  this,  that 
they  ought  not  to  throw  this  matter  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AflTairs,  whose  appropriations 
for  fortifications  in  the  last  Confess  were  killed, 
and  they  ought  not  to  trust  this  document  from 
the  Departinent  to  their  keeping,  but  give  it  a  spe- 
cial  direction  ^ 

Mr.  BURT.  If  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Marshall]  will  allow  me,  I  b^  to  say  to 
him,  that  the  bill  on  the  subject  of  fortifications 
which  was  defeated  the  last  session  of  Cong^'ess 
in  this  House,  did  not  come  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  but  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  a  bill  to  continue  forti- 
fications that  had  been  commenced,  and  to  make 
repairs  upon  those  which  had  been  completed.  I 
hope  my  friend  will  allow  me  to  say,  tnat  he  has 
misconceived  my  remarks  in  relation  to  the  policy 
of  the  Administration  or  the  Department  of  War. 
What  I  did  say,  or  certainly  what  I  intended  to 
say,  was,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs 
have  no  hostility  to  any  views  of  the  Administra- 
tion that  are  known,  which  they  deem  consistent 
with  good  policy.  That  committee  will  give  to 
all  recommendations  of  the  War  Department  a  free, 
candid, Just,  and  impartial  consideration. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  have  no  recollection  of 

the  facts,  and  I  stand  corrected  as  to  the  fact  that 

this  fortification  bill,  which  was  defeated  in  the 

last  Congress,  may  have  come  from  the  Commit- 

i  tes  of  yf^ym  end  Means.    I  supposed ,  as  a  matter 


78 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  II, 


of  duty,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
if  it  waa  an  act  cipccially  under  their  cognizance, 
had  transferred  it.  If  they  did  not  have  the  re- 
sponsibility of  it,  it  is  the  very  best  iirj|umem  to 
sUow  why  they  should  now  have  no  busmess  with 
it;  and  as  a  matter  of  course  it  would  lay  tlie  axe 
at  the  root  of  the  cUim  which  they  set  up  here 
why  it  should  be  transferred  to  them,  as  a  matter 
coming  within  their  peculiar  cognizance.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  views  of  the  Administration  are 
about  fortifications,  nor  do  I  care;  but  I  kn%w 
what  my  own  views  are.  I  know  what  the  views 
of  the  last  Congress  were  upon  it,  and  I  am  acting 
in  continuance  of  those  views.  The  Military 
Committee  having  their  attention  engaged,  per- 
haps, exclusively  m  regard  to  the  army— in  re- 
gard to  the  defence  of  our  southwestern  frontier — 
tiie  Pacific  frontier— in  regard  to  the  transportation 
of  the  army — in  regard  to  those  bills  which  neces- 
sarily fall  within  their  cognizance— will  have  a 
busy  time  of  it — too  busy  a  time  of  it  to  pass  upon 
the  policy  of  continuing  or  modifying  this  system 
of  fortifications.  I  have  no  parUcular  interest  in 
this  matter.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Ci.woMAN,)  to  whose  resolution  this  report 
18  a  reply,  remarked  to  me  yesterday,  that  he  had 
a  strong  desire  that  this  matter  should  go  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  Not  finding  him  in  his  seat,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  to^im.  I  move  its  reference  to 
a  select  committee.  . 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  hope  the  subject  wiU  take 
the  direction  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  MarsAall.]  I  hope  it  may,  under 
the  indication  of  the  House,  that  the  system  of 
appropriations  for  useless  fortifications  may  termi- 
nate. It  is  true  that  the  subject  is  in  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  Affairs,  as  I 
understand  it.  It  is  equally  true  that,  as  a  stand- 
ing committee,  they  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Department. 
Having  been  upon  that  committee  for  two  years, 
I  understand  its  practice.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  took  charge  of  the  subject  at 
the  last  session,  followed  out  the  appropriation 
recommended  by  the  President,  and  then  the 
House  took  charge  and  pinned  it  to  the  wall. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  Congress  took  charge 
of  no  proposition,  I  believe,  connected  with  appro- 
priations or  fortifications  which  was  not  referred 
to  that  committee.  The  estimates  submitted  by 
the  War  Department,  through  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, for  the  support  and  continuance  of  forti- 
fications, were  referred  to  that  committee.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  pursolonce  of 
these  estimates,  reported  a  bill  niaking  appropria- 
tions for  the  continuance  and  maintenance  of  such 
fortifications  as  they  thought  should  be  established, 
and  when  that  bill  came  here  there  were  one  or 
two  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  wbocooperated  with  those  who  thought 
the  system  was  a  bad  one  and  should  be  stopped , 
and  they  exerted  themselves  to  defeat  the  oill. 
This  is  a  different  proposition.  We  will  again 
have  the  estimates  (or  fortifications  when  we  get 
the  other  estimates,  and  they  of  course  will  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

If  I  have  any  knowledge  of  what  this  report  is, 
it  is,  as  to  the  continuance  or  discontinuance  of 
some  fortifications,  or  the  establishment  of  others 
upon  a  different  basis  from  that  now  prevailing. 
Ir  so,  it  goes  legitimately  and  properly,  under  the 
rules  of  the  House,  to  the  stanaing  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  glad  to  hear  a  response 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
charge  of  appropriations  for  fortifications.  It  waa 
a  new  duty  which  they  had  fathered. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  misunderstood 
me,  and  I  wish  to  correct  him.  I  say  that  the 
Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  the  last  Con- 
gress had  the  estimates  for  fortifications  referred 
to  them.  In  pursuance  of  that  reference  and  those 
estimates,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  they  re- 
ported a  bill  to  the  House.  This  is  upon  a  differ- 
ent subject  altogether.  . 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
as  I  do  now — that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  in  charge  the  subject  now  proposed  to 
be  referred;  that  they  had  in  charge  certain  appro- 
priations recommended  to  them  by  the  Depart- 
ment, a  part  of  whiah  they  adopted  and  a  part  re- 
jected. The  gentleman  remarks  again — what  we 
are  all  informed  of-— that  this  is  a  special  communi'  I 


cation  from  the  President,  under  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  designed  to  test  the  necessity  of  the 
continuation  of  fortifications,  and  the  character  of 
these  fortifications.  The  fact  that  this  communi- 
cation is  called  out  by  special  resolution,  and  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  special  communication  to  this 
House,  proposing  new  measures  in  reference  to 
fortifications,  argues  the  propriety  of  committing 
tlie  whole  subject  to  a  select  committee.  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  this  matter  at  all;  but  I  am  anx- 
ious to  have  that  communication  ^o  to  a  special 
committee  for  the  reason  that  1  believe  it  will  re- 
ceive'the  attention  that  a  special  committee  will 
give  it,  unprejudged  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Department;  unprejudged  by  the  habit  of  a  stand- 
ing committee  in  responding  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Department.  It  is  under  the  convic- 
tion that  a  special  committee  will  piii  an  end  to 
the  whole  system;  will  reflect  the  will  of  the  na- 
tion as  it  was  reflected  in  tlie  last  Congress  in 
reference  to  the  subject,  that  I  desire  the  reference 
of  the  subject  to  a  select  committee.  The  last 
Congress  refused  to  give  anything  for  fortifications. 
If  this  Congress  is  wise,  it  will  also  so  refuse,  and 
put  an  end  to  this  drain  upon  the  Treasury,  with- 
out any  benefit  to  the  country.  We  have  learned 
the  important  fact,  that  when  a  man  wants  to  be 
shot  at  he  does  not  conceal  himself  behind  a  for- 
tification. [Laughter.]  I  hope  the  bill  may  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  A  single  word. 
The  91st  rule  prescribes  that  **  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  take  into 
consideration  all  subjects  relating  to  the  miUtary 
establishment  and  public  defence  which  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereupon;  and  also  to  report,  from  time 
to  time,  such  measures  as  may  contribute  to  econ- 
omy and  accountability  in  the  said  establishment. " 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Will  the  genUeman  permit 
me  to  make  a  single  inquiry? 

Mr.  JONES.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  read  that  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  convincing  this  House  that  they  have  not 
the  power  of  committing  this  subject  to  a  special 
committee? 

Mr.  JONES.  Not  at  all.  I  read  that  rule  for 
the  purpose  of  letting  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Carttbr]  and  this  House  see  what  is  the 
proper  duty  of  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  Affairs; 
and  that  this  report,  now  before  the  House  from 
the  War  Department,  is  one  of  the  legitimate  du- 
ties of  that  committee.  If  I  understand  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  having  this 
special  committee  raised,  and  this  report  referred 
to  it,  if  you  follow  the  parliamentary  rule  in  or- 
ganizing that  committee,  tiis  object  will  be  defeated. 
The  standing  committees  of  this  House  are  organ- 
ized upon  broad  national  principles,  in  view  of  the 
subjects  which  shall  be  legitimately  referred  to 
them,  and  which  have  claims  to  their  considera- 
tion. This  subject  is  one  of  that  character.  It  is 
proposed  to  refer  it,  however,  to  a  special  com- 
mittee. 

The  repsrt,  we  are  told,  proposes  to  modify  in 
some  degree  the  system  of  fortifications,  estab- 
lish a~  new  system,  and  discontinue  the  old  one. 
What  will  be  the  rule  which  should  govern  you 
in  the  appointment  of  that  special  committee?  It 
will  be  to  give  this  report  into  the  hands  of  a  favor- 
able committee — to  commit  the  child  to  its  friends; 
and  then,  perhaps,  you  may  expect,  instead  of  an 
adverse  report,  a  favorable  one.  If  a  special  com- 
mittee should  be  organized  upon  this  principle,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  common  law  which  governs 
all  deliberative  and  legislative  bodies,  then  I  say 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not  acting  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  secure  his  object,  and  procure  the 
kind  of  report  which  I  should  think  he  was  desir- 
ous of  securing  from  his  remarks.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  it  is  right  and  proper  that  this  report 
should  go  to  the  standing  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  not  tp  a  select  committee.  If  the  du- 
ties and  business  assigned  to  these  committees  are 
to  be  taken  from  tliem  and  referred  to  special  com- 
mittees, we  had  better  at  once  abolish  all  rules  re- 
quiring tlieir  appointment;  and  whenever  a  subject 
has  to  oe  referred,  send  it  to  a  special  committee. 
I  will  go  as  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  any 
other  gentleman  mpon  this  floor,  in  arresting  not 
only  appropriations  for  fortifications,  but  any 
other  unnecessary,  extravagant,  and  wasteful  ap- 
propriations. 


Mr.  CLIN6MAN.    I  UBdm-alamt  that  in  my 

absence,  which  has  been  but  a  few  imoaMfiis,  a 
motion  has  been  nuuile  by  my  friend  from  K«n* 
tucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  to  refer  this  suhject  to  a 
select  committee.  There  was  some  little  conver- 
sation  between  us  on  yesterday,  and  we  both  came 
to  the  conclusion  tliat  it  would  be  the  proper 
course.  I  will  briefly  state  the  reasons  which  op- 
erated upon  my  mina  for  making  that  soggafttion 
to  him.  It  will  be  recollected  tliut  at  the  u^t  ses- 
sion the  House  rejected  the  fortification  bill.  Tlie 
object  of  those,  no  doubt,  who  rejected  it  was  not 
to  refuse  absolutely  all  appropriations  ibr  fortifi- 
cations, but  to  obtain  a  change  in  the  existing 
system.  I'he  bill  was  rejectea,  notwithstanding 
it  received  tlie  sanction  of  the  standing  conuuittee 
of  this  House.  The  Military  Committee  sanc- 
tioned the  bill,  and  the  chairman  desired  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  BURT.  I  merely  desire  to  say  to  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cljn«mav,] 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  never  saw 
that  bill  until  it  was  reported  to  the  House.  It 
was  a  bill  which  my  rriend  will  remember  was 
reported,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  We  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it,  and  we  did  not  see  it,  and  soae 
of  the  committee  opposed  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  ask  the  g^oitleman 
if  he  did  not  urge  the  House  to  pass  the  bill? 

Mr.  BURT.  Not  at  all.  The  gentleman  is  to- 
tally at  fault.  I  believe  that  I  made  the  first  asaaolt 
upon  the  fortification  bill  at  a  prior  session  of  the 
last  Congress.  I  think  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  it  was  voted  upon  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman attacked  the  bill  two  or  three  years  a^. 
The  system  has  been  attacked  again  and  sgam. 
My  impression  was  that  the  gentleman  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  desired  its  passage;  but  I  may 
be  wrong  in  that.    The  object  of  the  House  in  de- 
feating that  bill,  waa  to  change  the  system  and  sub- 
stitute a  new  one,  less  extensive.    That  IhU»  ora 
simihur  bill,  has  regularly  received  the  saofltfoa  of 
the  House  for  many  years  past.    It  is  haeyti  to 
those  who  have  looked  into  the  subject,  that  in  1%1€ 
a  system  of  fortifications  was  adopted.    That  sys- 
tem proposed  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  seren  forli 
should  be  built.    Congress  has  gone  on ,  from  year 
to  year,  making  appropriations.    Up  to  this  tu»e 
fiAy  or  sixty  forts  nave  been  completed,  or  are  in 
progress.    More  than  one  hundred  have  yet  to  he 
touched.    We  have  gone  on  in  this  way,  making 
appropriations  from  year  to  year;  but  a  feeliag 
prevailed  in  this  House  and  in  the  country,  that 
a  change  had  takea  place  in  the  art  of  w^ar — a 
gp'eat  change,  in  the  last  few  years,  in  the  coodi- 
Uon  and  strength  of  the  country,  which  did  notre- 

^uire  a  system  of  fortifications  so  extensive  ss  this. 
Fpon  these  grounds  the  House  rejected  tlie  bill, 
and  these  resolutions  were  offered,  therdbrs,  with 
a  view  of  retrenching  the  existing  systsii.    I  un- 
derstand—for I  have  had  occasion  to  ^tL  some 
knowledge  of  that  report  since  it  came  m  two  or 
three  days  since — that  the  Secretary  recommends 
important  changes  in  the  system  or  fbrtifications, 
agaiuRt  the  advice  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers.   He 
recommends  that  a  large  portion  of  the  forts  they 

fropose  to  complete,  shall  be  abandoned.  Now 
do  not  see  how  the  Military  Committee  should 
have  charge  of  this  subject  exclusively.  It  may 
be  as  well  referred  to  a  naval  as  a  military  officer, 
and  in  fact,  the  Secretary  has  furnished  the  opis- 
ions  of  naval  men  upon  the  Subject.  If  the  object 
is  to  defend  our  sea-coast  mamly  against  naval 
attacks,  the  Naval  Committee  might  just  as  wdl 
claim  it. 

The  ground  upon  which  I  maintain  that  a  special 
committee  is  proper  is,  that  there  is  to  be  an  entire 
change  of  the  system,  if  the  policy  adopted  at  the 
lest  session  of  Congress  is  to  be  carried  out.  I 
have  great  respect  and  confidence  for  the  Military 
Committee  of  this  House  as  wdl  as  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  I  know  that  the  chairmen 
of  these  committees,  to  whom  this  subject  has  been 
heretofore  referred,  have  regularly  sanctioned  the 
recommendations  of  the  Engineer  Department.  I 
do  not  say  that  the  gentleman  did  sancdoii  it  as 
chairman  of  his  committee.  It  is  a  matter  of  com- 
plaint with  many  Army  officers  that  we  have  been 
making  appropriations  for  twenty  or  thirty  years 
to  finish  forU;  and  we  have  had  a  laiige  number  of 
men  superintending  these  woiiu  and  reeeiriug 
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MJ«neB,  boi  tke  works  are  never  finiriied.    What 
I  desire  is,  that  we  may  go  on  and  finish  the 
works  Dscessary .    The  Secretary  states  that  about 
116,000,000  hare  been  appropriated  to  existing  for- 
dfieations^to  those  wluch  nave  been  built  or  are 
DOW  in  proeress;  and  that  the  sum  of  five  or  six 
ndikMis  «f  doUars  will  complete  them;  and  that  it 
«fll  tftke  at  least  $30,000,0()0,  perhaps  -  more  than 
Ibat  sum,  to  finish  the  other  one  hundred  that  are 
■ropoaed  to  be  built.    I  will  say  this  to  the  House, 
mm.  erigiDaUylhey  daasified  the  forts  proposed  to 
W  built  into  six  classes;  when  they  had  completed 
in  the  first  and  second  classes,  the  thira  was 
is  progress.    Those  forts  are  of  the  most  im- 
It  character,  and  necessary  to  the  defence  of 
r  of  importance  on  the  sea-coast,  as  they  pro- 
vast  amount  of  property  in  our  large  cities, 
think  thatBostonand  New  York  are  now 
Mty  well  fortified.     Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
thneston,  and  other  points,  need  something  fur- 
IktKw    The  works  now  in  progress  will  enable  us 
tifvoiect  these  cities  against  attacks  where  there 
ii«lHge  amount  of  property  invested,  but  no  one 
mpf9&eM  that  every  inlet  into  which  a  steamer  can 
naiiUi  be  defended.     1  wiil  here  make  another 
Mcnstioa  to  the  House:  It  will  reqiiire  an  army 
oriisihr-tve thousand  men,  according  to  the  evSti- 
MA^w  man  these  fortifications;  and  that  is  a 
hfg^  army  than  we  have  ever  had.    If  you  do 
aat^Bl  troops  there,  the  enemy  will  attack  and 
MEnopoo  some  of  those  rortlfications,     I  consider 
fc^Mvement  a  judicious  one  in  which  to  review 
Hft  fibote  system — to  finish  promptly  the  forts 
tdfi»  aie  alresdy  b^un,ana  to  abandon  those 
"*' "  may  be  deemed  unnecessary. 

re  some  other  suggestions  connected  with 
of  the  Secretary  which  I  do  not  desire 
I^Mttt  vpoB  now.    I  do  not  desire  to  have  con-. 
tfctft  <iiiestion;  my  only  desire  is  that  the 
^1tt»v  receive  that  dircctimi  which  will  in- 
Maattmt^  bdn^  done.  It  was  the  business  of 
|l3Spair3r  Committee,  charged  with  the  defence 
',  to  have  brought  in  recomraenda- 
ivtseiiehments,  but,  either  from  sujpine- 
iC  muke  other  cause,  they  failed  to  do  it. 
rcll  JQStify  the  House  in  confiding  the 
«caal  eommittee.    I  hope  the  House 
the  suggestion  of  my  friend  from 
[Mr.  BIarshall,]  and  refer  the  sub- 
conomaitiee,  who  will  make  that 
[amine  the  large  volumin- 
»rnig  in  a  report,  so  that  we  may 
we^ftaf  jwAt  to  be  done. 
]piuOA|QrEl£B..    After  this  disclosure  of  pur- 
Mftl(#»flRlllADAn,  and  after  the  development 
k«r  the  budget  that  is  proposed  to 
*  I^MfiiT  to  my  own  views,  I  am 
of  backing  out  of  the  propo- 
Atter  to  a  special  committee, 
led  that  the  honorable  mem- 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clikoman]  mis- 
Fltt  djj  cction  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
If  I  understood  it,  it  was  an  un- 
just stop  there  with  this  plun- 
^■teh  up  a  new  system;  but  it 
4^0  Department  has  gone  to  work, 
^fiwlntirm  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
taaew  one.  There  is  no  new  system  of 
that  can  be  proposed  by  this 
rilMit  will  not  swallow  up  more  than 
flf  the  old  one. 
CSUlBIGrMAK.    My  remarks  may  have 
^io  the  Secretary.    I  Mrill  state  this: 
plan  adopted  in  1816  was  a  very 
oAe.    The  Secretary  recommended  that 
of  these  forts  be  abandoned,  and 

Sk  CO  Ccingreas  lo  say  whether  they  shall 
iImsb  in  progress  or  not.  I  do  not  wish  it 
m  Iv  ■■dfrsfood  that  we  should  have  any  new 
The  only  question  is,  whether  we  shall 
the  old  system  partially  or  entirely. 
K  CAETTER.  If  there  is  in  this  projected 
dton  m  new  system  of  fortifications,  I  am 
t0  ocsBoijdng  a  select  committee  for  that 
nifiie.,*  If  londerrtood  the  sentiment  of  the  last 
ibpii^f  fteprestntatives  it  was  to  close  the  gates 
MUfeii  aWlsss  expoiditure.  That  is  the  only 
«iBil##f  ^ecdsg  ria  of  it;  that  is  the  only  senti- 
WtftyrbUk  I. would  sanction.  I  had  no  idea  at 
ttiAtot^  tlUit  a  Phontx  was  to  Hse  from  the  ashes 
«i4l^4pMi«  If  I  understood  the  action  of  the  last 
iMMi;il«sai>ttpMi  the  tabfeet  of  fortifications, 
•MMr4^M%.  [Laughter.] 
Sf^lHanV   Mr.  %Mk«r,  it  4s  proper Jthat  I 
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should  say  a  few  words  in  rdation  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  I  cannot  comprehend 
how  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Clinoman]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall]  could 
have  been  brought  to  think  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  had  charge  of  the  fortification  bill 
at  the  last  session,  or  were  in  favor  of  it.  The 
misapprehension  may  have  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  t  felt  it  my  duty  to  defend  the  estimates  of 
appropriations  that  were  made  for  the  Army— a  bill , 
too,  which  was  reported  to  this  House  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  bill  with 
which  the  Comnuttee  on  Military  AfiTairs  had 
nothing  wlfeatever'to  do.-  Feeling  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  defend  a  bill  containing  estimates  for  the  Army 
which  I  deemed  indispensable  for  the  service,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  do  so,  while  gentlemen  who  sat 
upon  tliat  side  of  the  House -assailed  that  bill  with 
great  fierceness,  and  with  unfortunate  success.  I 
stated,  wkat  this  House  will  very  soon  see  is  true, 
that  a  denwnd  would  be  made  this  session  of  Con- 
gress for  supplying  the  deficiencies  of  that  service, 
which  were  caused  by  striking  out  some  of  the 
items  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  Very  large  deficiencies  have 
arisen,  and  the  House  will  be  called  upon  to  sup- 
ply them. 

I  do  not  understand  what  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinomav]  means,  when  he 
-speaks  of  the  supineness  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee preventing  it  from  discharging  its  duties. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  my  remark  was  this:  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  whose  business  it  was,  and  who 
claim  it  ar  their  appropriate  duty  to  look  into  the 
appropriations  for  these  military  fortifications, 
from  supineness,  or  some  other  cause,  (what  it  is 
the  gentleman  has  not  yet  explained,)  failed  to 
make  any  n)ovement  in  favor  of  retrenchment 
whatever  during  the  whole  two  years. 

Mr.  BURT.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  Norili 
Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  is  quite  as  unfortunate 
in  his  phraseology  as  before.  And,  sir,  I  am  to 
be  understood  as  spcSaking,  not  with  reference  to 
myself,  but  in  justice  to  that  committee.  The 
Committee  on  Military  AfiTairs  of  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Congress—)  believe  at  their  very  first 
meeting — ^with  unanimity  determined  to  retrench 
very  matei'ially  the  expenses  of  the  organization 
of  the  Army.  The  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina will  remember  that  a  Whig  Secretary  of  War 
was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Depcurtment,  as  there 
is  now.  It  was  deemed  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
that  gentleman,  and  of  common  decenc)r  to  the 
conunittee  and  the  country,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  be  called  upon  to  aid  the  Committee 
on  Mihtary  Affairs  in  their  work  of  retrenchment. 
He  was  called  upon,  but  the  aid  was  nckrer  ren- 
<lercd.  We  all  know,  who  were  members  of  that 
Congress,  and  the  whole  country  knows,  that  the 
deliberations  df  both  Houses  of  Congress  very  soon 
became  engrossed  by  very  exciting  subjects.  It 
was  almost  impossible  to  enforce  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  either  House  of  Congress  any  ^natter  of 
ordinary  l^islation ;  and  we  were  thwarted — I  will 
not  say  by  the  supineness  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  or  by  the  negli^nce— 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  If  the  com- 
mittee desired  retrenchment,  why  did  they  not 
bring  in  a  report  to  that  efiect  ? 

Mr.  BURT.  The  ^ntleman  frotn  North  Car- 
olina will  see  that  any  intelligent  report  to  retrench 
such  an  immense  establishment  as  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  or  even  the  fortifications  of'^the 
United  States,  which  he  has  shown  to  be  so  very 
large;  or  the  man  who  would  strike  with  intelli- 
gence and  discernment  at  that  system,  would  re- 
quire great  labor  and  research.  I  say  he  can- 
not do  it  intelligently  without  the  aid  of  the  War 
Department.  We  may  apply  the  knife,  but  we 
are  just  as  apt  to  strike  an  artery  as  an  unsound 
limb;  and  I  would  like  to  see,  sir,  from  the  dis- 
closure the  gentleman  from  Nordi  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clinoman]  has  made,  how  he,  at  the  head  of  a 
select  committee,  would  be  able  to  dispatch  so  soon 
the  Herculean  labor  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  i  have  no  doubt  he  can  do  it. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  his  industry  and  energy;  and 
I  suppose  the  work  wotrid  not  be  delayed  by  his 
Rupiueness.  I  should  like  to  see  it;  but,  sir,  if 
this  subfect  is  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
I  ask  o^  this  House  that  the  whole  subject  of  the 
Army  be  referred  to  that  committee.  And  I  would 
like  to  see  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 


[Mr.  Clingman]  at  the  head  of  that  cofnmittee. 
I  trust  he  is  much  better  prepared  fot.  tliese  mili- 
tary duties  than  are  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  AfiTairs,  and  that  he  will  perform  them 
with  great  discretion  and  intelligence,  and  that  the 
country  will  be  immensely  ben^ted  by  the  result 
of  his  labors.    I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  it. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  It  was  my  purpose,  in  the 
event  of  the  approval  by  the  Hojise  of  a  select 
committee,  that  it  shmifd  be  given  to  some  mili- 
tary gentleman  like  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  M  AlisHALL,]  who  has  been  in  service.  I  .am 
but  a  civilian.  I  did  not  wish  to  have  the  charge 
of  it,  because  there  were  others  here  more  compe- 
tent than  myself  to  discharge  theduties. 

Mr.  BURT.  Mr.  Speaker^  I  am  sure  that  the 
gentleman  would  do  it  justice.  I  think  it  unfortu- 
nate that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  did 
not  suggest  to  you,  when  you  were  appointing* 
the  committees  of  this  House,  that  /here  were 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  could  perform  these 
auiies  so  admirably.  I  am  sure  the  country  would 
have  been  indebted  to  him  for  the  suggestion 
which  would  conduce  to  such  immense  retrench- 
ment. Now,  upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment,  it 
is  needless  to  say  how  far  I  have  gone.  I  fear  I 
have  sometimes  gone  too  far.  I  can  say,  with  a 
clean  breast,  that  I  have  never  supported  any- 
thing^ which  I  considered  an*  abuse;  and  I  would 
be  willing  to  compar.e  notes  upon  that  point  of 
economy  even  with  my  friend  from  Nortn  Caro- 
lina— even  with  him.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not 
to  be  disguised^-^as  I  have  had  tiie  honor  to  say 
upon  this  subject  heretofore  to-day — that  there  are 
numerous  abuses  in  the  Army,a^ording  immense 
work  for  the  knife  of  retrenchment;  and  I  would 
like  to  see  that  instrument  used, even  by  the  skill- 
ftil  hand  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  or  any 
other  gentleman  who  would  wield  it  )visely  and 
effectively.  I  have  tried  to  reach  it.  1  would  have 
done  it,  had  I  got  the  aid  necessary  to  success  at 
the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  Every  one 
knows  that  nothing  could  be  done  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  as  it  was  too  short.  No  sys- 
tem could  be  matured.  I  have,  in  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  day  after  day,  opposed  appli- 
cations for  new  fortifications.  I  have  complained 
of  the  corps  of  engineers — one  of  the  noost  admir- 
able corps  J  however,  in  the  world.  I  have  com- 
pUined  that  they  have  not  made  their  recom- 
mendations for  new  fortifications  with  a  proper 
discernment.  I  have,  upon  that  ground,  opposed 
many  appUcations  for  new  fortifications,  that  they 
were  intended  for  the  purpose  of  mere  local  ex- 
penditure^  without  regard  to  the  great  interests  of 
the  country. 

I  have  endeavored  to  conceive  some  plan — for  we 
can  have  no  system  of  fortifications  in  the  United 
States  upon  our  immense  sea-coast — by  which  the 
most  important  points  of  our  coast  would  be  de- 
fended. No  man  who  has  looked  at  the  extent  of 
our  coast  can  suppose  that  every  desirable  point 
upon-  it  may  -be  defended  by  fortifications.  It  is 
impossible.  And  while  I  am  utterly  uninformed 
of  the  suggestions  of  the  report  upon  your  table,. 
I  confess,  sir,  I  have  great  curiosity  to  near  them* 
I  hope  the  Secretary  of  War  may  have  suggested 
something  that  will  enable  us  to  improve  entirely 
our  plan  of  fortifying  our  coast.  AVe  can  have 
no  connected  system  of  fortifications,  such  as  pre- 
vails in  many  countries  of  Europe.  In  my  opin- 
ion they  are  uiipecessary  here.  I  k^ow  that  very 
many  of  these  fortifications  have  been  sought  as 
the  mere  means  of  expending  money  in  certain 
localities  of  our  country.  I  hopeall  such  abuses,- 
as  I  conceive  these  lo  be,  will  be  out  oflf  by  this 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  what  the 
report  is,  I  repeat,  I  am  wholly  uninformed.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  House  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  unoerstand  that  I  have  no  desire  to 
mcrease  my  own  labors,  or  those  of  the  commit- 
tee of  which  I  am  a  member;  but,  sir,  you  know, 
as  does  every  old  member  of  Congress  well  un- 
derstand, that  a  subject  is  not  referred  to  a  select 
committee  unless  there  be  some  special  reason  for 
it,  such  as  the  idea  that  the  measure  will  not 
receive  a  candid  and  just  consideration  from  the 
standing'  committee  of  the  House;  and  if  this 
House  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfiTairs,  which  has  been  so  recently  ap- 
pointed, will  not  bestow  such  consideration  upon 
this  report,  I  beg  them  to  refer  it  to  such  commit- 
tee as  will.  If  there  be  no  such  imagination  upon 
the  pari  of  this  House,  I  repeat  that  I  cannot  see 
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why  ih€  proper,  the  legitimate,  the  fiUing  duties 
•of  that  committee  BhouTd  be  delegatea  to  a  select 
committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  As  my  friend  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Richardson]  is  not  in,  I  rise  to  renew  his 
<;all  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr,  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  for  a  moment 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  gentleman,  I  believe,  has 
already  addressed  the  House  upon  this  subject; 
and  with  all, courtesy  and  respect  to  him,  I  decline 
to  Mrithdraw  my  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  say  to  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  that  the  ecntlemcn  from  Kentucky 
£Mr.  Marshall]  was  about  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  a  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  only  intend  to  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  my  motion  to  refer  this  subject  to  a 
select  committee,  was  done  as  an  act  of  courtesy 
to  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clmo- 
MAN,]  who  intimated  his  wish  to  institute  this  in- 
cjuiry,  and  that  it  was  not  done  by  way  of  reliev- 
ing the  Military  Committee  of  what  seemed  to  be 
a  legitimate  part  of  their  duty;  and  certainly  not 
with  a  view  of  disparaging  the  ability  with  which 
the  chairman  of  tnat  committee  has  always  dis- 
charged his  duties. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  beg  leave  to  iay,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  mentioned  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  my  design  of  ma- 
king this  motion,  and  communicated  to  him  the 
reasons  that  governed  me.  I  prefer  that  it  should 
be  withdrawn.  He  understood  that  I  Was  to  make 
ir,  and  knew  my  object  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  BURT.  1  b^^  to  inform  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  in  his  absence  this  morning  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  House  that  he  had 
intimated  to  me  his  purpose  of  moving  for  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
feel  desirous  of  prolonging  tliis  discussion.  I  cer- 
tainly never  dreamed  that  in  making  the  motion 
for  the  raising  of  a  select  committee,  it  would  be 
the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  CLmcMANj  to  shifl  the  responsibility 
upon  my  shoulders.  I  certainly  did  not  propose 
to  trespass  in  the  slightest  de^e  upon  the-  man- 
agement of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Burt.] 
I  will  take  this  occasion  to  observe,  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
touching  the  deficiency  bill,  which  he  promised  to 
this  House — which  he  has  spoken  of  as  being  the 
consequence  of  our  failure  to  carry  out  the  esti- 
mates as  they  came  from  the  Department*— that 
whenever  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this 
country,  after  denying  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment appropriations  they  have  asked  from  us,  are 
found  consenting  to  meet  those  appropriotions  when 
expended,  in  the  shape  of  aslenciency  bill,  it  will 
be  time  for  the  representatives  of  the  people  to 
surrender  their  powers  here,  and  the  sooner  they 
go  back  to  the  bosom  of  the  people  the  better.  1 
take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  for  not  a  dollar  of 
such  deficiencies  will  I  ever  vote,  and  I  do  hope 
that  the  H6use  of  Representatives  will  never  be 
found  ready  or  willing  to  vote  a  dollar.    We  ap- 

flied  the  knife  to  the  Q,uarterraaster's  department, 
t  may  be  we  struck  in  the  dark;  but  whenever 
the  Quartermaster's  department,  or  any  other  de- 
partment, undertakes,  in  the  absence  or  Congress, 
after  appropriations  have  been  refused,  to  make 
such  expenditures,  and  come  here  expecting  them 
in  the  shape  of  deficiency  bills,  then  will  be  the 
time  to  assert.our  privileges  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  the  guardians  of  their  Treas- 
ury.   1  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  report  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OTHER  SUBJECTS. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  that  body  had  elected  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Butler  as  their  Chaplain.] 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of 
the  act  of  July  10, 1832,  comprehending  lists  of 
the  names  of  the  invalids,  widows,  and  orobans, 
now  on  the  naval  pension  roll  of  the  United  {States; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 


Also,  laid  before  the  House  the  report  of  tlie 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  showing 
the  expenditures  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and 
for  stationery,  for  the  year  ending  Ist  December, 
1851;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
transmitting  the  acts  of  the  Greek  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, for  the  sessions  of  1848  and  1849, 
presented  by  that  body  to  th^  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives or  the  United  States;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOLON  Y,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files,  for  the  purpose  of  ref- 
erence to  one  of  the  executive  departiyients,  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Mary  Stanton,  the  wido\)r 
of  Eldridge  Stanton. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BISSELL,  it  was 

Ordered  J  That  the  papers  in  tbeclaimiof  Antofne  Peltier 
and  Nicholas  La  Chance  l>e  taken  fh>m  Mm  files  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  when  the  House  adjourns  it  be  till  Monday 
next. 

PROPOSED  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  AIKEN  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 

the  House  to  introduce  a  Resolution ;  which  was 

read  for  information  as  follows,  viz: 

Re$olvedt  That  die  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  Uie  Justice  and  propriety  of  allowing 
bounty  land  to  the  Wajahingtoa  Light  Infantry,  Washington 
Volunteers,  German  Fusiliers,  and  Hamburg  Voltmteers,  of 
SouUi  Carolina,  who  were  engaged  in  the  Florida  war,  and 
were  discharged  before  tiie  expiration  of  one  month  from 
the  commencement  of  their  term  of  service ;  and  that  the 
accompanying  papers  be  and  are  hereby  referred  to  said 
committee. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  objected;  and  the 
resolution  was  not  received. 

THE   TREASURY   ESTIMATES — THE   DELAY 

IN   PRINTING. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  desire  to 
submit  a  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
and  I  will  only  occupy  a  few  moments  time  in 
doing  so.  It  is  known  that  the  estimates  from  the 
Treasury  Department  are  required  by  law  to  be 
laid  upon  our  tables  at  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
Two  weeks  of  the  session  have  now  elapsed,  and 
those  estimates  are  not  to  be  had .  I  do  not  under- 
take to  say,  Mr.  Speaker^  where  the  fault  is;  but 
it  is  very  evident  that  there  is  a  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business  of  the 
country,  which  will  require  the  action  of  this 
House  in  some  shape  or  other.  I  had  intended 
on  to-morrow — not  supposing  the  House  would 
adjourn  over  until  Monday — to  move  a  resolution 
upon  that  subject.  I  desire  now  merely  to  bring 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  House.  On 
Monday  I  shall  move  some  resolution,  by  which 
we  will  be  enabled  to  get  at  the  difficulty,  and  h&ve 
it  removed,  if  possible. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  House,  that  the  estimates  required  by  law 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  pubUc  printer  of  this 
House»  who  holds  the  public  printing  by  contract 
under  law,  for  some  time. 
'    Mr.  HOUSTON.    How  long? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  cannot  state  the  exact  time, 
but  for  some  considerable  time.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  complied  thoroughly  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  law,  and  whatever  the  fault,  or 
wherever  it  may  be,  it  certainly  is  not  on  his  hands. 
Nor  is  it  the  fault  of  his  department.  I  do  not 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  as  ma- 
king any  insinuation  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  viokited  the  law.  The  estimates,  I 
understand,  have  to  come  here  printed,  and  be 
laid  upon  the  tables  of  members;  and  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  the  printer,  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  do  more  than  to  lay  the 
estimates  before  the  public  printer.  And  if  he 
has  not  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  his  con- 
tract, the  fault  is  on  his  hands,  and  not  those  of 
the  Slecretary. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  intend  to  convey 
an  insinuation  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; for  I  could  not  know,  except  it  n^ight  be 
privately,  where  the  fault  was.  In  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties  here,  acting  in  the  capacity  in 
which  I  am,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject before  the  House.  If  it  be  not  the  fault  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury — and  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  it  is — it  is  equally  a  matter  that  addresses 
itself'^to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  House,  for  its 
prompi  action'  at  some  early  day.     I  have  ao^  i 


complished,  Mr.  Speaker,  alhl  intend^  to  do  tc 
day. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALL,  the  House  a^ 
joumed. 

NOTICES,  OP  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  HALL  :  A  bill  to  organize  Nebraska  TerritOfy 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  A  bill  ceding  to  U>e  Staiai 
Indiana  all  the  public  landa  within  laid  State. 

By  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky:  A  bill  to  aboliah  t] 
office  of  Cnmmiasioner  of  Public  Bidldints. 

By  Mr.  MALONY :  A  bUl  fbr  the  relief  of  Oris  Croib 
of  the  Sute  of  New  York.  i 

By  Mr.  MASON :  A  bin  to  provide  for  the  repair  and  ii 
provement  of  the  dam  at  the  bead  of  CtunberJaiid  Itiand 
the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  CLARK  :  A  biU  to  grant  land  to  aid  in  t^  m 
atmction  of  the  military  road  ttom  Burlington  to  Fort  0 
Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Also,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  Ibr  the  constractii 
of  a  military  road  fh>m  the  Micsitsippi  river  to  Fort  Dodm 
on  the  Des  Moinea  river.  , 

Mr.  H  ASCALL  gave  notice  of  hit  intention  to  introdtM 
the  followinff  bills : 

A  bill  to  De  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  iaTslid  pel 
sinners.'^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  An  act  authorisinff  tba  najnes  <| 
certain  widows  of  revolutionary  omcers  and  aoldiera  to  b| 
placed  on  the  pension  list. " 

Mr.  BENNfiTT  gave  notice  of  a motioa  fbr  leciee  to  ii^ 
troduce  tiie  Mlowing  bills : 

A  bill  to  equalise  the  grants  of  lands  to  the  several  Stotesl 

A  bill  to  establish  an  Agricultural  Bureau,  and  ta  pr^j 
mote  the  interests  of  agriciuture. 

PETITIONS,  kc.  J 

Th^  following  petitions,  memorials,  lie.,  were  preseMW 
under  the  rule«  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  ooraintoctf 

By  Mr.  MILLSON :  The  petition  of  Mesnv.  FergM 
k.  Milbado,  praying  that  tlieir  bond  given  for  duties  may  H 
cancelled.  j 

Also,  the  petition  of  Messrs.  WUliams,  Staplea  %.  WU 
liams,  for  the  same  object. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Willis  Riddick,  asldiii 
compensation  for  losses  sustained  in  the  revolutioaary  wai 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  6.  Wilkinson,  pcaytng  «oic| 
pensation  for  his  services  aa  Navy  pemion  ageat 

By  Mr.  UiBBARD  :  The  memorial  of  J.  fi.  Muita,  Ht 
acting  Consul  at  Lisbon,  praying  for  compeosatioa  Ibr  dipi 
lomaUc  services. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  of  Florida:  The  petition  itfQHaB  W^ 
Ellis.  Augustus  Steele,  and  James  P.  Roan. 

By  Mr.  HALL :  The  petition  of  Thomas  £111%  ofPlaXfo 
county,  Missouri,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON  of  Massachusetu:  Tb^fcHiliam  eC 
Robert  B.  Storer,  President  of  the  Boston  MmSam  6«etBiy . 
and  others^  that  the  money  now  in  the  United  &iatMTt«a»< 
ury.  unclaimed  by  deceased  seamen,  as  priae  nomej  ii 
public  and  private  vessels,  and  fh>m  coutribniSons  UMide  h\ 
al>  seamen  of  twenty  cents  per  month,  be  »pfh»A  to  itii 
further  relief  of  disabled  seamen. 

By  Mr.  GOODENOW :  The  petition  and  nMaotial  c| 
Charles  Foster,  by  Stewart  Foster,  his  adminiatraMtt,  fer  i 
claim  to  indemnity  against  Mesrico. 

By  Mr.  HAMILTON:  The  petition  of  John  Hwigmx 
praying  that  a  pension  may  be  allowed  biro  fte  lB|aiio»  n 
ceived  in  the  war  of  1813. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  W.  Robinson,  praying  Ck&t 
pension  may  be  allowed  him  for  injoriea  received  in  ibe  wi 
of  1812. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  recohilioo  of  th 
grand  inquest  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennqflvanjft,  te 
Fating  tn  the  deficiency  of  post-office  aeoooflMdaiioo*  ij 
Philadelphia. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  yavy,  iWitf  r»  i«t 
an  equality  of  rank,  8u:. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE:  The  petition  e(R«|^  Bmitl 
and  35  others,  citizens  of  Crawford  county,PeMisjr1v^ucns 

Kaving  Congress  to  establish  a  post  route  &imd  Scnitb^ 
ills,  on  Little  Sugar  Creek,  via  CocbrantQB,lO  WUtinAik*^ 
on  tne  Susquehanna  and  Waterford  turnjrtke,  ia  sttu 
counhT. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  memorial  of  David  D.  Portvi 
a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  for  mitaiJ^ 
allowance  as  was  granted  to  John  Bogan,  as  dipkinact^ 
agent  to  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Also,  the  petition  of  L.  R.  Peal,  asking  Ibr  coiiipeasftti<k«| 
for  valuable  articles  lost  by  shipwreck  while  on  the  Bxplon 
ing  Expedition,  and  also  for  arrears  of  pay. 

By  Mr.  HEBARD :  The  petition  of  Sarah  Smith,  wtdo^ 
of  Alba  C.  Smith,  a  private  in  the  Mexican  war,  Ibr  i 
pfnsion. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR:  The  petition  of  sundry  citlzeas  i 
Dcla«vare  coun^,  Peimsylvania,  relative  to  a  modifieftbd 
of  the  bounty  land  act  of  98th  September,  1850. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Deember  12,  1851. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butlbr.^ 

PETITIONS.^ 
Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  JLydia  Aii 
Mills,  widow  of  John  Mills,  deceased,  Jate  alM>^ 
swain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  pray  in 
to  be  allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  I 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs « 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Jac< 
Cooper,  praying^  to  be  allowed  the  saren  year 
half-pay  due   his    father  as    lieutenant     in    %i 
Army  of  the  Revolution;  which  was  referred 
tha  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
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New  Scrub No  6. 


Mr.  6  WIN  presented  a  memorial  of  cidxena  of 
Waskiiifftoii,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pnifing 
di»  — taMlahment  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum  in  that 
Arc:  which  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  for 
i^DBCrici  of  Columbia. 

Sfr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 

if  Jobs  Jackson,  Joseph  Pin  eou,  and  Louis  A.  S. 

"   '  ■    citizens  of  Port-au-Prince,  Hajti,  prayings 

of  their  traTclinf^  expenses  m  attending 

for  the  United  States  in  a  criminal 

Ltion  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  at 

in  the  year  1^9;  which  was  referred  to 

#t  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

VAFCRS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFSRRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BORLAND,  it  was 

TtMtt  the  petition  of  Lewi*  Morriii,  on  th^lea 
be  rtrerred  to  the  Committee  on  MiJitaiy 


notion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

That  Ihe  doeomenta  os  tiie  fltos  of  the  Senate, 
mm  claiaB  of  Jonalbaa  Kerdey,  tad  the  petition 
Kddle,  oo  tbe  flies  oTtlM.  Senate,  be  referred  to 
ailtee  on  Pnblic  Lands. 

BM>tion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 

Tbac  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington, 

of  the  Senate,  relatinc  to  tbe  improvement  of 

arenoe  west  of  Fifteenth  street,  and  an  in- 

Aaxibaiy  Guard  of  Watfiinftoa,  be  referred 

Ibr  the  District  of  ColuoiMa. 

«M>tiott4>y  Mr.  WADE,  itVas 

That  £U  Hobbs  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 


mk 


KOTICB8  OF  BILLS. 

BORLAND  gave  notice  of  bis  intention  to 

to  introduce  a  bill  ta  grant  to  the  State 

the  hot  springs  in  Uiat  State,  and  the 

^^  of  land  reserved  from  sale  by  the  act 

Sb&UGHT  gaye  notice  of  his  intention  td  ask 
lMii|»  bn^  in  a  bill  relating  to  the  improvement 
iCl^Ohas  mrer  as  well  above  as  below  the  Falls. 
4  BILLS  INTRODUCXD. 

-JkillLLER,'agresably  to  previous  notice, 
flAnAolrtsioed  nave  to  bring  in  a  bill  giving 
mtmwmtHitm  to  patentees;  which  was  read  a 
A#^  aeeoBd  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
ttfioanittce  on  the  Judiciary. 

]6*8AUBy  agraQM>ly  to  previous  notice,  asked 
wA^MaMA  kave  to  bnng  m  a  bill  increasing  the 
«lmst  te  discnet  jii&e  of  the  United  States 
iMsattMfafcsf  New^  Hampshire;  which  was 
Mmnd  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
« the  Judiciarv. 
pOOD,  jmeaoly  to  previous 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
impaid  claims  of  the  officers  and 
As^Ti^ginia  State  and  Continental  lines 
ryarmy;  which  was  read  a  first 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Pubhc  Lands. 
«  faffifor  the  relief  of  Theodore  Offutt; 
seadafirst  aad  second  time  by  its  title, 
with  the  papers  on  file*  to  the  Com- 


- 


OODOEyof  Iowa,  agreeabhr  to  previous 

~  and  obtained  U»ve  to  orinf  in  a  bill 

to  the  State  of  Iowa  the  lands  re- 

sak  s^nes  therein;  which  was  read  a 

0«d  tune  oy  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 

on  Publie  Lands. 

.BRIGHT,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 

Mid  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  reso- 

j  ifpfiiltng    th^  joint  resolution  approved 

MsKha*  164S,  £recting  theSecretary  of  theTreas- 

vhenever  any  State  shall  have  been,  or  may 

I  deftnlt  for  the  payment  of  interest  or  prin- 

on  investment  in  its  stocks  or  bonds,  held 

United  States  in  trust,  to  retain  certain 

to  which  snch  State  is  entitled;  'which 

a  fint  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 

to  the  Commiciee  on  Finance. 


H*# 


WaPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTBBS. 
Ibir  FK/ni,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Public 
Mil^  to  whom  was  relerrri  the  petition  of  Sid- 
aif  J9»  Aleotty  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
ftj^vMn  wBt  nis  retaef . 
nthS  WM  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  read-, 
llhe ffvpoft  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

6 


COAST  SURVEY  REPORT. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing[,  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  ad- 
ditional copies  of  tbe  reportof  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  reported  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report 

and  amendment;  and  on  concurrence  therewith,  it 

was 

OrUnd,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of 
tlie  Secretary  of  tlM  Treasury,  with  the  report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Coast  Survey,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate;  and  that  5,000  copies  thereo(  be  tbr  the  use  of 
tbe  Saperinlendenl  of  the  Coast  Survey. 

MOTIONS  TO  PRINT. 

Mr.  FISH  moved  that  the  bill  formerly  intro- 
duced by  him,  to  establish  a  Mint  of  the  United 
States  in  the  city  of  New  York,  be  printed,  and 
stated  that  he  made  the  motion  at  the  request  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  lowa»  moved  that  the  bill  for- 
merly introduced  by  him,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 

Undbewood,  on  the  11th  instant,  was  taken  up 

for  consideration  and  adopted: 

AcM^ved,  That  the  Committoe  for  the  District  of  Colnro- 
bia  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency,  and  probable  cost,  of  straifhteiiing,  grading, 
and  paving  Pennsylvania  avenue  fh>m  Seventeenth  street 
west  to  Oeorgetown ;  the  erection  of  a  permanent  bridge 
aeioss  Rock  Creek,  fiom  the  termiaaiion  of  Pennsylvania 
avonoe,  to  intersect  with  Oeorgetown ;  the  building  of  a 
sewer  of  suitable  dimensions  tor  draining  Pennsylvania 
avenue  IVom  Seventeenth  to  Twentieth  streets  west;  the  ex- 
tension of  gas  lights  along  tbe  line  of  Pennsylvania  avenue 
flrom  Sevenieenth  street  west  lo  Georgetown ;  an  increase 
of  the  Auxiliary  Guard,  under  a  new  system  of  organisa- 
tion, sufficient  to  make  them  an  efficient  body ;  of  supply- 
ing the  city  with  pure  water  fh>m  the  Great  Falls  ot  ttae 
Potomac ;  and  the  extension  of  a  fine  of  gos  Ughts  from  the 
bridge  aforesaid  to  High  street  iir  Georgetown,  and  thence 
along  said  street  to  its  western  termination. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 

Shucldi,  was  tiScen  up  for  consideration: 

Reaetoerf,  That  a  ooaunittee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth,  Governor  of  Hungry, 
and  introduce  him  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Th#motion  was  agreed  to. 

BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

A  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  enact- 
ing that  the  act  passed  38th  September,  1850,  grant- 
ing bounty  lana  warrants  to  officers,  musicians,  and 
pnvatea,  of  the  American  Army  since  the  year 
1790,  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  the  transter 
of  said  warrants,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  luanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr:  WALKER  offered  an  amendment,  which 
was  laeeived  informally. 

STEAMSHIP  PROMETHEUS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Casi  on  the  9th  instant,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration: 

Retched,  That  tfas  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  die  Senate,  if  not  incondstent 
with  the  pabHe  interest,  an vintbnnation  the  Exeetitive  may 
have  received  respectiag  me  flniig  ialo  and  seixure  of  the 
American  steamship  Prometheus  by  a  Britiflb  vessel  of  war 
in  November  last,  near  Grey  Town,  on  tbe  Mosquito  Coant } 
and  also  what  measures  have  been  taken  bv  tbe  Executive 
to  aseertain  the  state  of  the  fhots  and  to  vindicate  tbe  honor 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  CAl^  said:  Mr.  Preiident,  I  do  not  suppose 
that  this  resolution  will  meet  with  any  opposition, 
and  I  rise  prinoipally  to  say  that  I  know  nothiiig 
of  the  facts  of  this  case,  exc^t  what  is  stated  in 
the  public  letter  of  the  captain  of  the  steamship 
which  was  attacked  and  captured.  It  appears  by 
his  statement,  that  a  wanton  outrage  was  commit- 
ted by  a  British  vessel  of  war  upon  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  which  calls  for  speedy  explanation 
and  redress. 

I  do  not  understand  from  the  statement  precisely 
where  this  aggression  took  platie,  whether  within 


any  territorial  jurisdiction  as  defined  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  or  upon  the  hiffh  seas,  beyond  its  reach. 
In  either  event  it  was  no  less  insulting  than  it  was 
indefensible.  If  within  the  jurisdistion  of  the  In- 
dian chief,  called  the  Mosquito  Kine»  England, 
before  she  approves  the  act,  must  disavow  her 
own  treaty  oougations,  because  she  has  stipulated 
with  us  that  she  will  not  aMMsie  or  €4rerctfledomtmoft 
over  JAewragua,  Cotim  JKco,  the  Mos^vUo  CoaU^  or 
any  part  qf  Central  •America,  If  the  seizure  was 
made  upon  the  high  seas,  it  involves  considerations 
of  the  gravest  clmracter,  afifecting  alike  otir  honor 
and  our  interest. 

When  reports  of  such  flagrant  violations  of  our 
rights  reach  us,  we  cannot  act  with  too  much 
promptitude.  Let  us  show  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  that  the  American  Congress  watches  with 
jealous  solicitude  the  conduct  df  other  Powers 
towards  our  vessels,  as  well  upon  the  broad  ocean, 
as  in  the  most  secluded  place  to  which  the  energy 
and  enterprise  of  our  citizens  may  conduct  them. 
While  England,  in  her  dreams  or  universal  mari- 
thne  sovereignty,  aspires  to  exercise  a  $wrveUUmee 
over  all  the  navigable  waters  that  surround  the 
globe,  it  is  our  duty  to  exercise  a  $wrveittanee  over 
our  own  flag,  and  to  guard  it  with  the  utmost 
power  of  the  country  from  the  desecration  of 
foreign  violenee,  so  that  wherever  it  floats,  it  may 
announce,  that  it  is  the  ensign  of  a  jealous  Repub- 
lic, ever  ready  to  protect  all  tne  rights  of  its  citizens 
within  the  law  of  nations,  and  where  protection 
fails,  to  avenee  them. 

Mr.  President,  much  of  the  infancy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment Mras  passed  in  arguing  the  question  of 
our  maritime  rights  against  the  most  outrageous 
claims  ever  uiged  by  cupidity  and  ambition,  as 
was  yesterday  stated  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stocktoh]  in  language 
equally  eloquent  and  true.  I  tnist  its  maturity 
wdl  be  passed  in  a  very  diflerent  manner — ^in  de- 
fending and  enforcing  them,  when  necessary,  not 
with  the  pen,  but  with  the  iron  hand.  The  argu- 
ndent  was  loiig  since  exhausted,  under  the  admin- 
istrations of  Washington  and  Jefiferson  and  Mad* 
ison;  or  rather,  the  true  principles  were  stated  with 
great  force  and  knowledge;  for  ur|?ument  against 
these  positions  there  wasnone.  Those  statesmen 
maintained  the  doctrine,  that  in  time  of  peace 
no  power  on  earth  has  the  right  to  board  and 
search  an  American  vessel  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever, and  that  in  time  of  war  a  belii^rent  power 
has  the  right  to  board  a  neutral  smp  solfly  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  her  real  national  char- 
acter, which,  having  ascertained,  the  cruiser  must 
depart  peaceably ,  without  touching  seamen  or  car- 

fo.  And  this  aoctrine  of  the  inviolability  of  our 
SE,  should  be  a  cardinal  principle  in  our  policy, 
tobe  adjiered  to  with  unyielding  tenacity  in  all 
our  vicissitudes,  whether  of  prosperity  or  adver- 
sity. The  soil  of  the  Republic  and  the  flag  of  the 
Republic  should  be  equally  sacred,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  either  eqtmlly  avenged.  And  I  trust,  that 
in  all  time  to  come,  the  boardinj^  and  search  of  an 
American  ship  upon  the  ereat  highway  of  nations, 
where  the  proceedings  of  the  officer  are  approved 
by  his  Qovemment,  except  in  a  State  or  hostili- 
ties, as  a  belligerent  right,  merely  to  ascertain  her 
national  character,  will  be  consiaered  as  an  act  of 
war,  to  be  met  by  the  whole  power  of  the  coun- 
try, with  an  energy  and  unanimity  as  great  as 
would  an  invading  force  crossing  our  boundary. 

I  observe  among  the  executive  papers,  laid  be- 
fore us,  in  relation  to  the  Cuban  expedition,  that 
pretensions  are  advanced  by  the  British  and  French 
Qoveniments,  which  bnng  ap  this  claim  ^  to 
search  our  vessels  in  a  new  form.  The  principle 
has  assumed  many  phases,  and  is  destinM  to  as- 
sume many  more,  before  its  final  abandonment. 
The  last  comes  in  the  euise  of  a  right  to  protect 
the  Government  of  Cuba,  and  to  exercise  a  pre- 
ventive policy  over  the  neighboring  seas,  by  stop- 
ping and  searching  vessels  bearing  our  flagi  and 
navigated  by  our  citizens.  We  are  not  told 
wheUier  the  engagement  for  this  purpose  between 
France  and  Engbuid  is  a  temporary  diplomatic 
arrangement,  or  whether  it  is  a  permanent  ^ar- 
antee,  making  part  of  a  secret  txeaty.    Be  this  as 
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It  BMXy.we  waat  «a 
meddle  with  us.  When  ovir  laws  are  violated,  we 
ate  quite  able  to  punish  the  ofi^nders;  aM  even 
when  unforeseen  accidents  occur  to  prevent  pun- 
ishment, as  sometimes  will  happen  both  here  and 
everywhere  dse,  we  do  not  mean  to  invoke,  and 
Itrust  we  do  not  mean  to  permit,  either  France  or 
England,  or  even  France  and  England,  to  assume 
tq  be  sheriffs  and  judges,  and  to  take  American 
citizens  from  the  decks  of  American  vessels,  and 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  American  tribunals,  and 
punish  them  at  their  own  discretion.  **  AU  our 
Qovemment  contends  for,''  said  the  London  Tknes^ 
m  1842,* on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  search,  *;is 
the  mere  right  to  act  as  constables  in  bbardine 
sv^picious  vessels  bearing  the  American  flag. 
A  modest  claim,  and  modestly  urged,  especially 
with  the  admission  made  by  the  same  powerful 
but  reckless  journal,  that  in  the  practical  enforce- 
ment of  the  claim  to  search,  **  the  searching  party, 

*  being  from  the  nature  of  the  case  the  strongest, 
*and  moreover,  ordinarily  speaking,  persons  of 

*  summary  habits,  were  apt  to  be  somewhat  arbi- 

*  Uary  in  their  judgments  of  who  was  American  and 

*  who  was  Englii£;  when  Ikey  dottbUd  thtff  took  the 

*  trick,  **    Memorable  words,  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  American  people  or  by  their  Government ! 

American  citizens  offending  against  our  laws  are 
responsible  to  our  tribunals,  and  to  no  otlier  earth- 
ly jurisdiction,  except  in  the  case  of  piracy,  which 
by  universal  consent  is  a  crime  against  all  civilized 
nations,  and  may  be  punished  by  either  of  them. 
If  indeed  adventurers  from  our  own  country  en- 
gage in  an  unlawful  expedition  against  any  other, 
tney  are  of  course  liable  to  the  consequences  of 
theu'acts — ^punishment  by  the  Government  injured, 
\irhen  taken  in  the  attempt.    But  this  is  far  differ- 
ent from    the  voluntary  interposition  of  other 
Powers  to  watch  the  hi^  seas,  under  a  pretension 
which  cannot  be  carried  mto  effect,  without  assum- 
ing as  its  corollary  the  right  to  search  every  vessel, 
which  may  make  her  appearance  upon  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  or  indeed  along  our  coast,  wherever 
these  protecting  flowers  may  choose  to  exercise 
thb  new  Jurisdiction.     For  the  claim  to  prevent 
vessels  of  a  certain  character  from  approaching 
Cuba,  includes  of  course  the  daim  to  examine  all 
vessels  found  within  the  tabood  region,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  they  come  within  the  condemned 
class;  whether  in  fact  the  trick  insi^  not  be  taken, 
by  virtue  of  a  little  well-timed  doubt.  Or,  in  other 
words,  this  doctrine,  if  established,  would  estab- 
lish the  full  right  of  search  at  all  times  upon  waters 
of  the  ocean*  whose  free  navigation  is  as  essential 
to  the  United  States  as  is  that  of  the  English 
Channel  to  England,  and  wouM  etve  to  two  great 
maritime  Powers  the  control  of  the  Golf  of  Mex- 
ico and  of  the  mouth  of  the  MissuBsippL    Lord 
Palmerston,  indeed,  assures  us  that  our  commerce 
ahall  not  be  interrupted.    Cold  comfort  this!    We 
bad  rather  depend  upon  our  own  rights  and  power, 
Uian  upon  his  moderation  or  that  of  his  country. 
.  *'Timeo  Danaos  "  is  a  wise  caution  in  political 
affairs ,  when  counsel  is  proffered  by  th^se  who 
are  not  with  us,  nor  of  us.    We  know  the  British 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Ailairs  is  not  easily 
turned  from  his  purf»ose.    He  has  stamped  his 
character  as  a  bold  statesman,  if  not  a  circumspect 
one,  upon  the  history  of  the  foreign  intercourse  of 
his  country;  and  if  he  has  not  always  scrupu- 
lously regarded  the  ri^ts  of  other  nations,  he  nas 
kept  a  steady  eye  upon  the  interest  of  his  own. 
He  undertook  to  convince  us  a  few  years  since, 
that  because  England  had  formed  a  treaty  witb 
some  of  the  European  continental  Powers  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  she  had,  therefore, 
a  j-i^ht  to  search  otir  vessels,  in  order  to  carry 
these  engagements  into  effect.    And  now,  because 
France  and  England  have  constituted  themselves 
the  guardians  of  the  Spanish  Gk)vemment  in  Cuba, 
therefore  their  cruisers  are  at  liberty  to  violate  the 
American  flag  in  seas  coterminous  with  our  own 
coasts,  and  which  are  navigated  by  a  huge  portion 
of  our   mercantile   marine.    The   former  effort 
failed,  and  this  will  fail,  as  will  the  others,  in  what^ 
ever  fruitful  brain  they  may  origkmte,  which  are 
destined  to  follow. 

*  I  must  express  my  gratiflcatbn,  in  looking  over 
the  papers,  at  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Critten* 
den  in  his  communications  with  the  French  and 
Britivh  Ministers.  He  has  laid  down  the  true 
doctrine,  the  doctrine  for  whidi  we  hare  always 
eontended;  and  I  trust  the  Administration  will 
firmly  adhere  to  it.    They  will  meet,  I  am  sure, 


with  tha  general  conc-uirencs  of  ths  country*  This 
is  precisely  one  of  those  questions  before  wliich 
party  disputes  should  be  hiished,  and  which  ap- 
peal to  the  hearts  of  the  whole  American  people. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

RBCEPnOff  OP  KOSSUTH. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  •f  tht 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  jmnt  resolution  of 
welcome  to  Kossuth. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  say  a  singis  word  of 
explanation.  The  honorable  Sienator  from  Geor- 
giat  not  now  in  his  seat,  (Mr.  Bbrriek,]  who  has 
manifested  some  interest  in  the  disci^ssion  of  this 
resolution,  has  been  called  from  the  city  by  sick- 
ness in  his  family.  On  a  persoftad  appeal  made  by 
him  to  me  in  view  of  that  fact,  I  have  concluded 
to  pair  off  with  him  in  regard  to  this  resolution.  I 
make  this  explanation  as  due  to  him.  I  shall 
therefore  decline  voting  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing, that  although,  according  to  Uie  usage  of  the 
Senate,  I  am  now  entitled  to  the  floor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  this  ouestion,  yet  an  honorable 
Senator  from  Florida  (Mr.  Mallort]  having  inti- 
mated to  me  that  he  4^ii^  to  address  some  ^re- 
marks to  the  Senate,  and  that,  on  account  of  the 
state  of  his  health,  he  may  not  be  able  to  remain 
within  the  Chamber  so  as  to  be  able  to  submit  his 
views  to  the  Senate  and  the  country  at  a  later  hour 
in  the  day,  I  have  very  cheerfully  agreed  that  he 
should  liave  the  opportunity  of  presenting  those 
views  now 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  design  to 
vote  on  this  resolution,  and  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  while  1  state  the  reasons  which  govern 
the  vote  that  I  shall  give.  As  becomes  a  new 
member  of  this  body,  1  have  hstened  carefully  to 
the  remarks  of  honorable  Senators  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  with  a  mind  unbiased,  and  anxious 
only  to  ascertain  the  course  which  wisdom  and 
the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy  prescribe.  This  res- 
olution is  opposed  by  honorable  Senators,  wltose 
negative,  apart  from  any  argument,  carries  with  it 
a  moral  influence  which  this  country  well  under- 
stands, and  which  no  Senator  better  appreciates 
than  myself;  and  in  differing  from  them  on  this 
occasion,  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to  do,  it  is  no  less 
respectful  to  them  than  due  to  myself,  that  I  should 
express  something  more  than  a  mere  n^ative  vote. 
The  objects  of  both  resolutions,  as  I  understand 
them — the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  and  that  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sewaed] — are  identi- 
cal; and  the  motives  which  influence  the  support 
of  one  are  equally  applicable  to  the  other;  and  I 
am  free  to  say  that  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
either.  The  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  ^tend 
to  Kossuth  an  honor  which,  however  it  may  be 
regarded  by  other  l%nators«  I  contemplate  as  the 
highest  distinction  of  the  age — a  distinction,  sir, 
infinitely  above  all  the  gorgeous  triumphal  spec- 
tacles which  Rome  ever  conceded  to  her  conquer- 
ors in  the  palmiest  days  of  the  Republio~-a  dis- 
tinction emanating  from  a  council  of  sovereigns---a 
distinction  which  derives  both  grace  and  gravity 
firom  its  association  with  the  name  of  Lafayette.  I 
would  ask.  Is  the  man  whom  it  is  proposed  thus 
to  greet  worthy  of  Aim  rare  and  remarkrole  honor  ? 
I  will  not,  at  this  inauspicious  moment,  stay  to 
question  aJl  that  bb  most  ardent  admirers  concede 
to  him.  I  will  not  here  question  his  former  views, 
plans,  or  policy  with  reference  to  his  country's 
wrongs.  1  will  not  now,  by  a  hypercritical  in- 
vestigation, seek  an  excuse  for  ^withholding  from 
his  present  position — from  his  present  heaven- 
bom  hope  for  freedom  to  Hungary — that  sym- 
pathy, that  respect  which  his  former  course, 
personal  or  political,  whatever  it  may  have  been, 
might  possibly  have  precluded. 

In  voting  for  this  resolution,  I  do  not  regard 
Louis 'Kossuth  as  a  man  whose  every  word  tuid 
deed  are  to  be  subjected — as  they  have  been  here 
to  some  extent^^to  an  inouisitorial  examination; 
an  examination  fW>m  whicn  frail  humanity,  what- 
ever form  it  take,  can  never  emerge  unscathed. 
But,  in  yielding  him  this  respect,  I  regard  him  as 
the  impersonation,  the  imboaiment  of  the  princi- 

Eles  or  civil  and  religious  liberty  among  the  mil- 
ons  of  Europe.  I  regard  him  6s  a  man  fbHowed 
to  our  shores  by  the  eyes  of  the  petty,  tyrants  of 
every  quarter  of  Europe,  and  as  the  man  who  has 
concenlratM  upon  himself  the  gose  of  the  strug- 
gling millions  of  the  earth,  who  are  regarding  him 
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By  both  parties,  by  the  oppressorsand  th* op- 
pressed, his  advent  here,. the  first  breath  h%  drew 
upon  our  soil,  must  be  regarded  as  frauebt  with 
probabilities  the  most  momentous;  and  every 
patriot  of  Europe,  from  the  Rhine  to  the  distant 
motmtainsof  Transylvania,  who  has  tweed  in  ouf 
country  the  miehty  results  of  the  first  steps  of  the 
Pilgrims  upon  tnis  conttoent,  doubtless  puts  op  hi» 
prayer  to  Heaven  that  the  footsteps  of  Kossuth  may 
also  lead  to  country,  to  freedom,and  to  home. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  prepared -to  honor  this  noan;  I 
am  prepared  to  sympathize  with  histt,  because  be,, 
in  the  centre  of  th»  despotism  of  ages  and  sur- 
rounded by  the  mighty  moral  and  physical  influ- 
ences of  time-honored  mooarchiesy  had  the  sagacity 
to  direct  his  attention  to  our  form  of  govemnsent, 
and  the  courage  to  lead  his  people  by  our  example. 
Principles,  sir,  are  more  niighiy  ia  the  change  of 
empires  than  all  the  armed  intervention  that  ever 
unmrled  a  flag.  Kossuth  strpgffled  for  a  principle 
which  we  venerate — the  princi^e  of  selt-goveni- 
ment,  as  I  understand  it, — and,  strugglin^^  failed. 
But  his  very  failure  in  such  a  cause  entitles  him  as 
fuUy  to  our  sympathy  and  respect  as  any  degree 
of  success  could  possibly  have  done. 

I  feel  called  upon  to  say,  that  in  supportiiig  this 
resolution  I  am  not    governed   by  the  q^uestjon 
whether  Kossuth  be  or  be  not  the  guest  of  the  nn- 
tion,  or  whether  he  was  or  was  not  invited  to  our 
country  by  the  action  of  Congress.    But,  though 
the  solution  of  this  question,  about  which. honor- 
able Senators  so  widely  differ,  is  Regarded  bv  me 
as  unimportant,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  1  can 
perceive,  neither  in  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
nor  in  any  act  of* any  department  of  oar  Govern- 
ment, notning  which  confers  upon  him  this  char- 
ater,  or  justifies  his  friends  in  placing  hitn  in  this 
attitude.    No  fair  constniction  of  lanj^nage,  in  my 
judgment,  can  possibly  regard  the  joint  resolutioo 
of  Congress  as  an  invitation  to  our  country.  Tbe 
utmost  that  was  ever  contemplated  by  thisOovero- 
ment  w&h  to  aflford  him  ana  his  companions  in 
arms,  prisoners  in  Turkey,  a  means  of  rcMhing 
the  United  States,  if  they  should  desire  ioemkrete 
here.    No ,  sir ;  my  sympathy  is  y idded  rtj^^raless 
of  any  such  consideration. 

I  believe  that  there  is  no  disposition  on  ike  part 
of  Senators  who  have  spoken  against  thiv  resDla- 
tion  to  withhold  from  Kossuth  their  respect  and 
sympathy.   On  the  contrary,  every  Senator  whom 
I  have  heard  express  an  opinion  secns  to  regard 
him  as  the  Man  of  the  Age.    I  wiH  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  adulation  of  this  character  be  mer- 
ited or  well-founded.      But  while  yielding  him 
this  personal  tribute,  the  feeling  witn  those  who 
oppose  this  resolution  seems  to  be,  that  if  it  shall 
pass  it  vrill  be  a  species  of  intervention,  or,  at 
least,  that  it  may  lead  to  intervention  and  eman- 
^ing  alliances  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Now,  dif- 
fering m  toto,  as  I  do,  from  those  honorable  Seoa- 
tors/l  must  nevertheless  respect  the  motive  which 
dictates  their  opposition;  and  I  am  free  to  eon&as, 
that  if  I  could  regard  it  in  this  light-4f  I  could 
look  at  it  as  intervention  in  the  aflfaus  of  Europe, 
or  as  leading  to  such  intervention,  however  shght 
it  might  be,  it  would  never  receive  my  vote. 

But  it  is  impossible  to  regard  this  simple  resohi' 
tion  as  intervention.  I  have  listened  to  Senators 
who  have  spoken  upon  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, to  discover  some  argument  on  the  subject  to 
show  that  the  expression  of  sympathy  is  inter- 
vention. But  I  have  failed  to  discover  any.  Had 
I  been  convinced  that  it  was  intervention,  the 
resolution  should  certainly  not  receive  my  support. 
I  cannot  renird  it  as  even  a  discourtesy  or  as  cal« 
oukited  jusuy  to  offend  any  power  of  EUirope. 
Still  I  have  no  doubt  but  offence  will  be  taken  in 
certain  quarters,  if  the  resolution  shall  pass.  It 
will  be  borne  upon  the  wings  of  a  thousand  winds, 
and  every  pet^  tyrant,  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Volga,  will  be;  made  to  understand  that  the  sym*i 
psJthies  and  prayers  of  the  American  people  oil 
this  broad  continent  are  with  the  masses;  and  th« 
massss  themselves  will  feel  their  hearts  swettiotf 
with  new  hopes,  their  anns  strengthened  with 
new  vigor;  and  it  is  for  this  very  reason  that  I  am 
preparM  to  support  it. 

If  we  may  instly  wsleome  Kossuth  to  our  soil--  i 
if  we  could  pWe  a  national  ship  at  his  disposal 
to  bring  him  here— if  we  can  express  our  sympo* 
thies  in  his  past  sufferings,  and  our  ardent  hop* 
for  his  brilliant  fbture,— if  we  can  do  this  on  oij 
own  soil,  in  our  own  fiunily  circle  of  States,  snd 


at  Sub  moment  as  the  forlorn  hope  of  frewom.  U  under  the  broad  shadow  of  our  flag,  what  cars  wt 
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for  eay  vummuwtpretaiion  that  may  be  put  upon 
oar  eoodttct,  if  tM  oooduct  be  correct  in  itself?    It 
k  our  htmor  we  have  in  charge,  and  not  the  opin* 
iooB  o£  despots  in  any  part  of  Europe.    Every 
act  tbat  we  may  do  upon  the  subject  of  freedom,  in 
say  pasa  of  the  globe,  must  be  ofieosive  to  despot- 
ism.    Oar  foma  of  government  are  antagonistie, 
fad  cKe  progress  of  one  leads  to  the  destruction  of 
^  Qihac.    Our  very  birth  was  an  offence  to  des- 
fotbtam*     I^grew  out  of  it,*  and  every  step  which 
ve  liave  taken  in  our  political  existence  haa  been 
tat  an  aagmentation  of  it.    Every  town,  hamlet, 
and  village  in  our  country;  every  spot  of  earth 
c^aacrated  by  our  flag;  everr  star  added  to  our 
U«»ftc  is  noi  only  an  olenee,  but  an  attack,  a  di- 
iHft  attai^f  upon  despotism;  and  oar  glorious 
wptry  itself,  towering,  as  it  does,  above  the  na- 
litmm  the  earth,  and  within  the  moral  vision  of 
d|Baokind.  ia  a  monument,  I  verily  believe  a 
iswiiirpt  designed  by  the  Almighty,  which  tells 
•sfiii^  as  the  writing  upon  Uie  wall,  that  the 
4fa  of  deapoiism  are  numbered.    Yes,  sir,  I  be- 
int  oar  oountry  ia  a  monument  permitted  by 
Beaven  to  foretcSl  the  destruction  of  despotism; 
•ad  that  it  has  become  a  mere  education  of  time. 

Bal  I  cannot  believe  (b^  a  suigle  nrioment  that 
dM  honorable  Senaton  who  oppose  thfs  resoluticgfi 
uaactuated  by  any  consideration  as  to  what  the 
dtf^elB  of  Europe,  or  any  Power  of  earth,  may 
doakof  Ibeir  conduct.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  to  be 
loMthat  any  member  of  this  body  would  deviate 
Ai  dHmaaadth  part  of  a  hair  from  any  course 
hia  judgment  and  patriotism  woula  dictate, 
of  aay  of  the  consequences  which 
■Bf^aiiae  in  that  quarter.  If  any  such  cowardly 
Mocts  eonid  find  their  way  into  these  haUs,  thie 
•fpaKBisons  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  the  high 
ttnticNi  we  ^rsue  would  make  a  hero  of  tne 
Cf«M^  HI  aa  instant.  But  the  opposition  springs 
'  fitsk  the  idea^  that  if  this  is  not  intervention  per 
■i  j|»a^  lead  to  it.  As  re^iards  the  abstract  aub- 
j09  4f  flMorventton,  I  entirely  concur  with  the 

.« ^1^^  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  the 

I   I  believe  if  we  intervene. at  all, -ft must 
F»  Bot  physically.    And  in  this  light  our 
haa  been  going  on  for  years,  and  its 
at  this  very  moment.    By  bring- 
her  down-trodden  thousands;  by 
i0  the  martvTS  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
Old  World  a  country  and  a  home;  by 
_  AwB  to  the  rights  or  citizenship  before 
AlfMR^ovr language; by  bestowing  upon  them 
fWlAia  iwds  and  throwing  around  them  the 
k«f  aqdai  laws,  liberties,  and'institotions, 
doing  more  for  the  amelioration  of 
oaore  for  the  developroent  of  hu- 
and  happiness,  than  all  the 
iin  the  world  could  ever  do. 
of  amicable  intervention  has 
ifL  Frotesta  have  been  spoken  of  by 
to  whom  it  has  always  been 
WplMMMa  hM>k  for  instruction  on  that  as  on 
mmfwrnmof  international  law.    And  I  say 
■rtwfcrtiiias  BOW — though  still  open  to  con- 
I  cannot  regard  a  protest  as  the  re- 
»y  of  any.amicable  intervention, 
with  my  honorable  friends  as 
r,the  wisdom,  or  the  expediency  of  pro- 
«t  the  conduct  of  any  despotic  power 
"Ae  protest  spoken  of  would,  in  my 
a  an  intervention,  and  an  intervention 
and  dangerous;  because  i  cannot,  in 
U  get  rid  of  the  absurdity  of  assuming  a 
fay  pcDteet  which  we  had  not  predetei^ 
to  lawttain  in  the  only  manner  which  could 
pvove  tfieetual  among  the  nations  of  Eu- 
Omr  policy  haa  been  that  of  non-interven- 
wmd  wliaa  we  make  a  protest,  it  goes  forth 
'  ~  by  -a  tacit  declaration  of  non-intor- 
tm4kt  policy  of  the  land,  unless  oontra- 
by  an  imheard-of  exception.    As  to  its 
',  I  would  remind  honorabmSenators, 
ain  this  idea  of  protest,  that  but  yester- 
J9V  ■*  ^  were*  we  were  engaged  in  acontest  upon 
WfcqaatiMtm,  and  I  would  aak  them  what  would 
iha  reauU,  if,  in  the  midst  of  that  con- 
If  exioo,  we  had  heard,  some  cool  mocn- 
tMl  the  Cxar  of  Rus^,  from  his  distant 
had  sent  hia  piotest  to  the  Stato  Depart- 
o«ur  interference  in   the  affairs  of 
ti  What  woold  have  be^  the  result }  One 
liof  defiance  would  have  ascended 
to  the  Rio  Clra&de.  It  would 
men  of  all  parties,  and  all 


shades  of  opinion,  as  an  intentional  insult,  and  as 
such  would  it  have  been  treated. 

Bur,  sir,  as  1  have  said,  I  do  not  see  interven- 
tion in  this  proposition,  and  shall  therefore  vote 
for  it.  If,  unhappily,  those  nations  with  which  it 
is  one  duty  as  weif  as  our  interest,  to  cultivate 
amicable  relations,  should  so  constnie  it,  the  illu^ 
sion  would  be  dispelled  by  a  firm  adherence  to  the 
principle  which  has  always  governed  us — the  prin- 
ciple of  non-intervention.  Senators  have  talked 
as  if  the  hour  might  speedily  arrive  when  we  may 
be  called  upon  to  abandon  this  time-honored  prin- 
ciple. They  have  said  not  that  it  will  come,  but 
that  itmov  be  close  at  hand.  Sir,  I  regret  to  hear 
it.  I  shall  regret  to  see  the  time  when  we  shall  be 
called  upon  to  intervene,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  political  ai&irsof  Europe.  It  has  been  asked, 
too,  by  the  honomble  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Stocktoit,]  Is  this  firm  adherence  to  one 
established  principle,  progress?  I  reply  that  the 
abandonment  of  it  would  not  be  progress.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  be  a  step  backwards.  \  pro- 
fess, sir,  to  be  a  man  of  progress.  I  profess  an 
abiding  belief  in  the  pro^essive  development,  un- 
der the  immediate  provictenceof  Qod,  of  the  intel- 
lect, power,  and  happiness  of  man;  and,  profess- 
ing this,  I  say.  Heaven  forbid  that  we  should  ever 
be  called  upon  to  abandon  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention. Principles  are  eternal;  and  I  would 
have  this,  especially,  as  eternal,  as  immovable  as 
the  stars  of  heaven  by  whose  fixed  and  unchanging 
light  we  guide  and  regulate  our  progress. 

I  have  also  heard  the  idea  thrown  out  that  we 
have  a  mission,  a  political  mission  to  perform. 
In  my  humble  judgment,  sir,  if  we  have  such  a 
mission,  we  must  look  for  the  field  of  its  exercise 
Southward,  not  Eastward.  If  it  be  our  **  manifest 
destiny'*  to  regenerate  mankind,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive that  we  should  continue  as  we  have  begun — 
take  ona  continent  at  a  time.  Senators  have  in- 
dulged in  a  wide  field  of  remau-k  upon  this  subject; 
and  as  if  to  show  our  power,  should  we  be  lea,  by 
intervention,  to  cope  with  th^  Powers  of  Europe, 
it  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stocktoit,]  and,  said,  too  in 
tones  which  will  rouse  the  blood  in  the  heart  of 
every  American,  tones  which  found  an  echo  in 
the  breast  of  every  man  in  this  Chamber,  that  our 
old  mother  herselr,  were  she  to  enter  into  a  contest 
with  us,  would  find  that  there  are  blows  to  be 
received  as  well  as  blows  to  be  given.  And  in 
illustrating  hia  idea  of  her  form  of  government,  he 
denied  her  aome  things,  which  I  apprehend  no 
Senator  will  be  more  willing  to  concede  to  her 
than  himself.  I  am  not  about  to  become  the  eulo- 
gist of  Britain,  her  government,  or  her  so-called, 
or  rather  miscalled,  Constitution.  It  is  unneces- 
sary. I  need  not  point  to  her  thousand  sources 
of  greatness  and  ^lory,  for  I  see  around  me  Sena- 
tors who  are  its  living  monuments.  I  see  around 
me  honorable  Senators  who  cannot  trace  back 
their  blood  a  hundred  years  without  nmning  into 
some  of  her  purest  fountaifis.  But  discarding  this, 
and  all  minor  claims  to  our  admiration  and  respect, 
^  we  should  never  forget  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  the  language  of  Shakspeare  and  the  laws  of 
our  land;  for  the  iff  rit  of  habeas  corpus,  for  trial  by 
jury,  and  for  the  very  principles  of  civil  government. 
And,  sir,  were  we  to  divest  ourselves  to-day  of 
everything  we  owe  to  Britain— of  law,  language, 
literature,  and  morals«-we  would  hardly  have  any- 
thing with  which  to  set  up  for  ourselves. 

But  that  is  not  the  question.  I  agree  with  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Hale]  that  this  is  a  great  national  act  of  courtesy; 
that  as  such  it  shoulu  be  performed  gracefully  for 
our  own  sakes,  or  not  performed  at  all;  and  that 
it  should  not  be  burdened  with  conditions  which 
are  tantamount  to  a  declaration  to  the  recipient 
that  he  must  not  abuse  our  hospitality.  He  has 
doubtless  come  to  these  shores  under  a  hope — yea, 
more  than  a  hope,  \inder  a  conviction---that  he 
can  obtain  governmental  and  substantia]  aid  for 
himself  and  his  country.  I  confess  that  I  believe 
so;  because  I  must  be  blind  to  the  ordinary  use 
of  language,  which  he  knows  so  well  how  to  use, 
if  I  did  not  come  to  that  conclusion  from  his  own 
declarations.  But  it  is  an  error  which  a  month's 
residence  in  our  country  will  dispel.  We  may 
well  conceive  what  is  the  hope  and  wish  of  a  man 
whose  whole  being  is  concentrated  in  one  great 
and  noble  ides^-tm  freedom  of  his  country.  Do 
not  let  us,  while  breathing  words  of  welcome, 
i  thrust  this  rebuke  of  hia  error  prematurely  and 


unhandsomely  upon  him .  The  wild  Arab  receives 
not  the  guest  whom  accident  sends  to  his  tent 
with  such  unmannerly  hoapiiality. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire's  idea 
[Mr.  Hale]  of  greeting  a  man  cordially,  if  you 
greet  him  at  all — of  ^tisping  his  hand  with  a 
truthful  pressure,  regardless  of  his  peculiar  idio- 
syncrasies— meets  my  assent;  and,  to  use  the 
strongest  figure  in  my  power,  I  will  say  to  that 
honorable  Senator,  that  even  he,  should  he  eve^ 
find  himself  beneath  the  roof-tree  of  any  gentle^ 
man  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
rent,  his  weteome  will  be  dictated  by  the  good, 
old-fashioned  rules  of  Southern  hospitality,  regard-, 
less  of  his  pecuUar  idiosyncrasies.  My  voice  ad- 
monishes me,  sir,  of  my  inability  to  continue 
these  remarks,  in  which  my  only  aim  is  to  state 
briefljr  and  frankly  wherein  t  do  not. concur  with 
my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  and  the 
views  which  influence  my  support  of  this  resolu- 
tion. 

I  hold,  sir,  that  before  we  are  called  upon  to 
forbear  the  expression  of  feelings  in  the  manner 
proposed,  upon  the  ground  that  such  an  expres- 
sion will  be  a  departure  from  the  settled  policy  of 
our  country,  argument  and  not  declamation  should 
be  invoked  to  show  it  to  be  intervention;  and  I 
trust,  sir,  that  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  will  not  oe  persisted  in  unless  honoaable 
Senatora  can  sustain  this  point. 

Mr.  BADGER.  When  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  called  upon  to  award  a  high 
honor — an  honor,  according  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  higher  than  triumphs  which  Rome, 
in  her  palmiest  days,  ever  awarded  to  her  conquer- 
ing sons — it  is  certainly  but  r^Lsonable  to  expect 
that  the  grounds  should  be  clear  and  manifeot 
upon  which  such  a  demand  is  made.  In  the  past 
history  of  this  country  we  have  had  but  one  ex- 
ample of  such  an  honor  having  been  awarded  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  surely, 
without  troubling  oureelves  with  any  investigation 
of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  musty  aoctrine  of  pre- 
cedent, we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  gentlemen 
who  ask  this  at  our  hands  shaJl  assign  the  reasons 
why  we  should  now,  for  the  second  time,  offer  the 
contemplated  honor  to  the  individual  who  is  named 
in  this  resolution.  Gentlemen  have  felt  that  there 
was  an  obligation  upon  them  to  produce  the  rea- 
sons of  this  pi'oceeding.  My  friend  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Douglas,]  who  deemed  it  strange  and  un- 
reasonable that  this  resolution  should  provoke  the 
least  discussion,  that  gentleman  himself,  who 
seemed  to  suppose  that  any  discussion  of  it  could 
be  accounted  for  only  by  the  supposition  that  this 
Senate  would  always  discuss  any  proposition — 
even  he,  with  the  sentence  of  censure  upon  all 
previous  discussion  upon  his  lips,  went  forward 
in  the  purauit  of  tliat  which  he  condemns  in  oth- 
ers, and  occupied  the  Senate  with  a  speech — to 
which  I  listened,  of  courae,  with  pleasure,  as  I 
always  do  to  whatever  falls  from  that  distinguished 
l^eAtleman — ^which  occupied  no  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  yesterday's  sitting.  He  delivered  a  speech, 
of  whicn  I  will  say  it  brought  no  new  topic  before 
the  American  Senate,  upon  this  subject.  It  urged 
no  new  argument,  it  produced  no  new  statement, 
it  was  mnde  in  reply  to  no  new  antagonist  who 
had  appeared  in  the  debate.  It  was  a  reiteration 
fbr  the  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  time,  of  arguments — 
I  will  not  say  which  had  been  as  well  expressed' — 
into  the  arena  of  such  criticism  as  that  1  dare  not 
venture — but  which  had  certainly  been  well  and 
forcibly  expressed  by  others.  Now,  sir,  knowing, 
as  I  do,  that  that  honorable  Senator,  when  he 
speaks  in  this  Chamber,  always  sneaks  tn  this 
body;  that  he  seeks  to  enlighten  ana  to  guide  oiur 
opinions,  and  that  he  has  no  ulterior  objects  and  pur- 
poses before  himj  I  have  felt  by  these  remarks  of 
nis  the  strongest  possible  conviction  fixed  upon  my 
mind  that  the  friends  of  this  resolution  thought  it 
necessary  to  assign  some  reasons  for  its  adoption. 
And  I  must  say,  that  when  I  listened  to  that  hon- 
orable Senator,  and  when  I  listened  to  some  other 
Senatora — ^my  friend  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Ca»8  J 
in  particular — ^I  have  felt  another  conviction  fast- 
ened upon  my  mind — that  while  they  were  doubly 
impressed  with  the  extreme  necessity  of  producing 
reasons,  they  fbund  it  no  easy  task  to  discover 
any  to  produce. 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  what  I  have  to  offer  to  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject,  that  if  discussion  has  been  produced 
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bere  on  this  resolution,  it  is  not  to  be  cfaarg;ed  to 
tliose  of  us  who  oppose  its  adoption.  When  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Hew  York,  [Mr.  Sbw- 
AED,]  in  discbarge  of  the  hi^h  duty  which  he 
thought  was  imposed  upon  him,  thought  proper 
to  introduce  this  resolution,  he  accompaniea  its  in- 
troduction with  a  long,  elaborate,  and  soul-stirrinff 
appeal,  which  was  calculated  to  arouse  our  feel- 
ings, to  excite  our  passions,  and  for  the  moment 
to  suspend  the  calm  exercise  of  our  iudements. 
When,  aAer  this  storm  of  passion  baa  subside, 
we  were  at  length  allowea  to  exercise  our  own 
judgments,  unimpeded  by  the  mystic  Tisions  of 
grandeur  and  terror  and  glory,  with  which  im- 
passioned eloquence  had  surrounded  us — when 
we  were  able  once  more  to  resume  the*exercise  of 
a  calm  understandine>and  to  take,  in  the  language 
of  my  friend  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Walkxr,]  a 
dispassionate  view  of  this  subject,  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that,  entertaining  different  opinions  fVom 
others,  we  could>  in  justice  to  ourse)ves  and  what 
we  believe  to  be  the  true  interest  of  the  country, 
fail  to  assign  our  reasons  to  the  Senate?  Were 
we  not  called  upon,  by  considerations  of  high  re- 
spect for  the  honorable  and  distinguished  Senator 
from  whom  this  resolution  proceeded,  as  well  as 
for  the  honorable  and  distin^ished  gentlemen  who 
supported  this  resolution  with  their  eloquence  and 
thejjjareuments, — were  we  not  bound,  independ- 
ent ot'  «Ql  other  considerations,  by  due  respect  for 
them,  to  say  why  we  could  not  go  with  them 
when  it  is  always  a  matter  of  such  deep-felt  reluc- 
tance to  part  from  them  / 

Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is  out  of  place  to  say 
that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  subject  this  resolution 
to  discussion.  It  is  a  question  which  ou^ht  to  be 
discussed;  its  intrinsic  merits  demand  it.  The 
circumstances  which  surround  it  in  this  Chamber 
and  beyond  these  walls  enforce  the  necessity  and 
the  propriety  of  it;  and  if  we  may  drop  from  the 
high  and  solemn  topics  which  have  been  gathered 
around  the  reception  of  Louis  Kossuth  and  his 
associates  in  captivity,  which  have  been  so  bril- 
liantly spreaS  before  us— arohinff  the  heavens, 
spangling  the  firmament,  and  I  know  not  what 
other  magnificent  and  startling  figures — and  look 
at  some  of  the  mundane  operations  which  are  im- 
mediately before  us  in  the  course  of  our  political 
future  soon  to  be  history,— when  we  consider 
certain  disposals  of  certain  eminent  political  offices 
which  in  a  short  time  are  to  be  made  by  the  Amer- 
ican people,  we  find  an  additional  reason.  Why, 
if  we  can  allow  ourselves  to  subside  from  the  tor- 
rent of  excited  feelings  into  which  we  hi^ve  been 
plunged,  we  should  present  before  the  American 
people  what  we  think  is  the  calm  and  dispassion- 
ate and  deliberate  common-sense  view  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Senate. 

I  agree  with  what  was  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  who 
addressed  the  Senate  a  few  days  ago  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  this  is  a  case  which  requires  statement 
rather  than  argument;  and  I  would  add  to  his 

Sroposition,  that  it  requires  argument  rather  than 
eciamation,and  proof  of  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing this  course  rather  than,  I  will  not  say  un- 
meaning (for  nothing  that  is  spoken  on  this  floor 
is  ever  unmeaning)  defiance  of  foreign  Powers, 
and  the  large  and  expansive  declarations  of  Ameri- 
can power  and* prowess,  which  we  have  heard, 
and  of  our  capacity  to  contend  with  a  world  in 
arms.  Let  us  look  at  this  (question  as  it  is  pre- 
sented to  us  upon  its  intrinsic  merits.  What  is 
it  ?  As  I  have  said,  gentlemen  have  admitted  (as 
is  plain,  whether  admitted  or  not)  that  they  are 
to  assign  some  reasons  why  this  resolution  should 
be  adopted.  The  resolution  proposes  to  bid,  in 
the  name  of  the  American  people,  Louis  Kossuth 
welcome  to  our  shores.  Several  reasons  have 
been  assigned  why  we  should  adopt  this  course. 
I  proceea  to  off*er  some  remarks  upon  them. 

It  is  said,  in  Xhe  first  place,  that  by  the  joint 
resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  or  Congress, 
we  have  taken  the  initiatory  step  which  requires 
us,  in  point  of  consistency  and  honor,  to  follow  it 
up  with  what  is  now  prpposed.  That  I  deny. 
I  know  no  method  by  which  we  can  ascertam 
what  we  did  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
to  what,  therefore,  we  may  consider  ourselves  as 

I>roperly  obliged  as  a  consequence  of  it,  than  by 
ookingr  at  the  language  of  the  resolution.  My 
honoraole  friend  from  Michigan  [Mr^  Casi]  said 
that  he  scouted  the  idea  of  applying  philology  to 
this  investigation.    Scout  the  idea  of  applying 
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philological  criticism,  the  rule  by  which  we  ascer- 
tain the  meaning  of  language,  to  the  question  of 
the  interpretation  of  language !  Why,  my  hon-  I 
orable  fnend  must  have  a  very  singular  idea  of 
the  office  and  purpose  of  philoiog^y.  He  seems 
to  have  made  a  similar  mistake  m  reference  to 
that  science  which  was  made  by  a  very  respect- 
able but  a  rather  testy  okl  gmUeman  of  my 
acquaintance  with  reeard  to  the  science  of  arith- 
metic, or  numbers,  wno  became  extremely  offend- 
ed when  waggishly  told  by  a  young  man  sitting 
at  the  breakmst  table  with  him,  pointing  to  a  plate 
containing  three  biscuits,  **  Mr.  R.,  you  cannot 
tell  how  many  biscuits  there  are  in  that  plate  with- 
out counting  them."  **  What !  sir,"  says  he,  **  do 
you  take  me  for  a  fool,  that  I  cannot  tell  that  there 
are  three  biscuits  in  that  plate  without  counting 
them?"  He  rejected  the  idea  that  computation 
and  arithmetic  were  necessary  to  ascertain  num- 
bers, if  the  number  of  particulars  were  small.  I 
know  that  my  honorable  friend  did  not  mean  that; 
but  why  did  lie  use  that  high  term  ?  Why  did  he 
go  into  this  Anglicized  Greek  word,  of  which 
many  of  our  constituents  at  home  know  nothing, 
and  who  would  naturally  imanne,  without  an 
expbtnation,  that  those  of  us  who  are  opposed  to 
the  resolutioip  had  brought  some  new  ana  strange 
and  barbarous  machinery  of  interpretation  to  bear 
— brought,  perhaps,  from  some  of  those  Euro- 
pean despotisms,  and  totally  unknown  to  our 
country  ?  Why,  we  cannot  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  anything  which  depends  upon  words,  without 
the  application  of  the  rules  of  philology  to  it. 

But  did  my  friend  mean  to  imply  that  there  was 
any  disposiuon  to  what  is  called  hypercriticism; 
that  is,  to  bring  to  the  construction  or  this  resolu- 
tion a  reluctant  disposition  to  understand  its  mean- 
ing, and  a  disposition  to  cavil  with  it?  Why,  if 
he  did,  as  was  justly  said  by  the  honorable  sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  {Mr.  Bbrribk,]  there  is  not 
the  shadow  of  a  foundation  for  the  suggestion. 
Yet  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  although  I 
would  not  feel  myself  justifieo  in  applying  to  an 
ordinary  resolution  or  act  of  Congress  any  par- 
ticular strictures  of  interpretation;  though  I  am 
not  disposed  to  apply  it  to  this,  there  would  be 
nothing  very  unreasonable  in  such  a  process,  when 
we  recollect  from  whom  the  joint  resolution  pro- 
ceeded. It  came  from  my  honorable  friend  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Footk,]  known  to  us  all  for  his 
extreme  exactness  in  the  use  of  language,  and, 
therefore,  it  may  well  stand  out  as  an  exception 
from  the  eenenu  legislation  of  this  body,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  treat  it  with  more  closeness  of  ex- 
amination, and  more  severity  of  critidsm  than  a 
resolution  proceeding  from  another  person.  We 
all  know  that  the  honorable  Senator  has  a  place  in 
what  he  writes  for  every  word;  and,  he  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  saying,  that  we  also  know  that  he 
has  a  word  for  every  place.  It  is  impossible  for 
us,  according  to  my  judgment,  if  I  understand 
the  English  language,  as  it  is  used  North  and 
South,  that  there  can  be  any  mistake  about  the 
understanding  of  Congress  at  the  time  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted.    It  says: 

Wbereaa  the  peoiric  of  the  United  StatM  eincerely  gym- 
pfithixe  witb  the  Hungarian  exiles,  Komath  and  hit  asao- 
ciates,  and  (Villy  appreciate  the  magnanimooa  conduct  of 
the  Turkish  Oovemment  in  receiving  and  treating  these 
noMe  exiles  with  kindness  and  bospititlity ;  and  if  it  be  die 
wish  of  these  exiles  to  eorigrate  tt>  the  United  States,  and 
the  will  of  the  Sultan  to  pennit  them  to  leave  his  domin- 
ions: Therefore, 

Be  U  rfolved  Ay  ike  Senate  atU  House  0/  Re^reeent- 
oHvee^tke  United  Siutea  o/Jimeriea  in  Congre$$  tu$em- 
htedj  That  the  President  Of  the  United  States  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  to  authorise  the  employnient  of  some 
one  of  the  public  vessels  which  may  now  be  cruimng  in 
the  Mediterranean  to  receive  and  convey  to  the  United 
States  the  said  Louis  Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  cap- 
tivity. 

The  preamble  of  that  resolution  asserts,  in  the 
first  place,  a  fact;  and  then  it  alleges  a  contingency; 
upon  which  contin^cy,  and  upon  which  alone, 
the  particular  direction  of  the  resolution  is  founded 
and  is  to  take  effect.  The  fact  affirmed  is  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  American  people  fof  those  exiles,  and 
their  estimate  of  the  noble  conduct  of  the  Turkish 
Gh>vemment  in  giving  them  a  refuge.  The  con- 
tingency is,  whether  or  not  these  exiles  desire  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States.  If  they  desire  to 
emigrate,  the  President  is  requested  to  authorize 
the  use  of  one  of  our  ships  cruising  upon  the 
Mediterranean  sea  to  bring  them  to  the  United 
States.  And  if  they  did  not  mean  to  emigrate,  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  Prein- 
i  dent  should  furnish  them  with  a  natjonml  ship.    I 


presume  thac^  without  /my  partieidar  dexterity  in 
this  dark,  barbarous  Greek-derived  seienee  of 
philology,  we  have  a  pretty  tolerable  ondeFstend- 
mg  in  this  country  of  what  is  meant  by  an  emigrant 
and  emigration.  If  an  English  or  a  French  gen- 
tleman comes  over  to  this  country  to  visit  it;  to 
look  at  its  railroads,  its  steamboats,  its  hsr^ors; 
to  contemplate  its  government  and  the  condition 
of  its  people,  we  do  not  call  him  an  eiDig:nint. 
When  we  speak  of  emigrant  ships  11^  think  we 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  meaning  aliased  to  the 
term.  An  emigrant  is  a  man  who  leaves  EUirope; 
who  cpmes  to  our  shores  with  a  view  of  making 
our  country  his  boiQe;  who  comes  to  settle  aonidst 
us  and  become  one  of  our  people;  and  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  and  protection  which  our  lawrs  give 
him;  and  ultimately,  in  due  time,  and  at  no  'rery 
distant  day,  to  be  allowed  to  participate  eqrualllv  in 
all  the  municipal  privileges  conferred  by  tne  Con- 
stitution upon  the  citizen.  Then  to  whom  did 
this  resolutxHi  apply?  It  applied  to  Kossath  and 
his  companions  in  captivity,  desiring  to  emigrate 
to  this  country  and  to  make  it  their  home.  It  was 
intended  to  anbrd  them  facilities  in  a  public  ship, 
in  order  that  they  might  become  domieiled  here. 
That  is  the  ptaiD,  umniMakable  mtuing  of  tfce 
law. 

Now,  besides  the  meaning  of  it  as  apparent 
from  its  terms,  do  we  not  ail  know  that  that  is 
the  way  in  which  we  understood  it?    We  took  it 
for  granted — the  outbreak  in  Hungary  haringVeen 
crushed  by  the  ]>ower  of  the  Czar  added  to  Siat  of 
the  Emperor— the  countr^^behtg  restored  to  its 
original  condition  of  subjection,  but  stripped  of 
its   privileges — that  Kossuth,  languishing  in  a 
Turkish  prison,  was  desirous  to  come    to  this 
country,  and  enjoy  with  us  a  common  freedom, 
partake  of  the  protection  of  our  laws,  «nd  do 
what  he  could  not  do  in  Europe — live  a  peacefol 
and  happy  life,  and  die  a  Christian  and  quiet  ^ 
death.    To  this  stats  of  things  it  am>lied,  and  this 
was  all.  .  It  was  not  a  resolution  oirectly  for  the 
benefit  oif  Kossuth,  the  late  €k>vemor  of  Hun- 
gary, by  way  of  doing  him  an  honor  in  tbe  char- 
acter which  ne  had  then  lately  sustained.    It  iraa 
not  a  resolution  that  bears  upon  its  facethe  slieht- 
est  alhision  to  the  fact,  that*  for  the  time,  he  bad 
been  possessed  of  aA3  exercised  sovereign  power 
in  the  direction  of  this  contest.    It  was  addressed 
to  Louis  Kossuth  as  an  exile  in' captivity,  seeking 
to  escape  from  the  inauspictous  condition  of  Euro- 
pean coercion,  to  place  himself,  as  a  resident  and 
a  denizen,  upon  our  shores.    No  man  can  suc- 
cessfully deny  this.    There  was  a  rtealtin  why 
Congress  should  have  desired  the  President  to 
transport  Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  captivity 
here  in  a  public  ship,  which  has  never  heretofore 
occurred  in  the  case  of  any  other  person  destring 
to  emigrate.    We  all  know  that  tne  Emperor  of 
Austria  eonsidttred  his  entertainment  in  Turkey 
an  offence  to  him.    We  all  know  he  demanded 
that  Kossuth  should  be  expelled  from  Ttarkey  by 
the  authority  of  the  Sultan.    We  all  know  that 
he  sought  to  seize  htm  and  bring  him  within  his 
jurisdiction  and  authority,  to  subject  him  to  such 
punishment  as  he  might  deem  suitable  to  the  occa- 
sion.   It  was,  thererore,  for  that  reason,  impor- 
tant that  when  the  Sultan  gave  pennissioB  to 
Kossuth  and  his  associates  lo  leave  his  dominions, 
if  they  desired  to  emigrate  to  the^nitsd  States, 
we  should  put  them  under  the  protection  of  our 
fia^,  which  would  effectualhr  prevent  him  from 
being  seized  by  the  power  of'^  Austria. 

This  being  the  state  of  thecase,  I  desire  to  know 
upon  what  amhority  gentlemen  say,  that  by  that 
resolution  we  have  in^ied  Kossuth  to  our  ahores— 
have  made  him  the  guest  of  the  nation?  Is  there 
a  word  in  that  resolution  expressive  of  invitation? 
Is  there  a  word  in  it  that  declares  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  desire  that  he  shoald  come  to 
our  shores  as  a  guest?  The  difilkulty  interposed 
bythe^Kvrd  **if"  was  to  be  solved  before  this 
public  ship  was  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal,  or 
used  for  nis  service,  and  there  is  not  a  word  in 
the  resolution  which  intimates  that  the  United 
States  cared  whether  or  not  he  decided  to  come. 
It  announced  nothing  but  this:  This  man  was  in 
captivity;  we  understood  he  wanted  to  come  to 
our  country.  We  knewthat  in  the  existing  state 
of  things,  if  he  left  Turicey  without  being  put 
aboard  an  American  ship,  he  might  not  be  per* 
mitted  to  exercise  his  free  wish  to  come.  There- 
fore we  tendered  him  the  opportunity  to  come 
under  the  national  fkig  of  this  country.    That  is 
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the  wJiok  of  it.  He  was  no  inTilad  goesi  of  the 
patinn, — not  m  whit  mo^  an  invited  guest  of  the 
iiatioi»  t&an  the  humblest  emi^nt  that  leaTOs  the^ 
aJiorea  of  Europe  and  finds  himself  in  the  port  or 
Hew  York.  If  tike  fitet  of  placing  that  ship  at  his 
coolroly  or  rather  of  charging  that  ship  with  the 
ilaty  of  bringing  Kossuth  and  his  companions  to 
oar  shores;  if  the  fiict  that  he  was  brought  to  our 
diores  ID  that  ship  would  have  constituted  him 
the  gno*t  of  the  nation,  he  did  not  come  in  that 
capacity.  He  left  that  vessel  at  Gibraltar,  and 
aade  an  excursion  to  England.  He  left  his  asso- 
ciates to  come  under  our  flog  without  him,  and 
he  came  here  afterwards  in  a  private  packet 
Hov,  then,  is  he  to  be  distinguished  in  the  par. 
to  which  I  am  referring  from  any  otheo 
nt  who  seeks  oar  shores?  He  can  in  no 
^  be  distinguished.  Other  men  who  come  here 
mmort  huooble.  They  may  not  have  achieved 
dM  name  which  he  has  acquired.  They  may 
have  a  transient  impression^  in  the  little  circle 
vhieh  surrounds  them,  and.  then  be  forgotten, 
while  his  name  may  remain  and  be  perpetuated  by 
history  to  succeeding  generations;  but  so  ftu'  as 
the  datms  of  an  emigrant  nuif  extend — so  far  as  a 
paaomm  desire  to  gire  our  hospitality  to  those  who 
€ome—90  ^  as  a  wish  to  offer  a  refuge  to  the 
pcneeoted,  the  oppressed,  the  unhapoy,  extends, 
Loais  Kossuth  stands  no  particle  hif^er  than  the 
iMtaest  and  humblest  down-trodden  individual  of 
Eaiope  who  ever  reached  our  shores.  Indeed,  so 
frr  ss  daima  to  our  sympathy  are  concerned, 
to  a  generous  nund  there  are  particular 
I  why  this  sympathy  should  be  opened  and 
ibrth  more  towards  the  lowly  ana  the  hum- 
Us.  I  say,  then,  that  there  being  nothing  in  the 
'  ml  resolution  but  a  simple  proposition  to 
to  this  oountry  one  who  was  supposed  to  be 
IS  of  emigrating  here,  there  is  no  more 
why  we  should  past  a  resolution  of  weW 
towards  him  than  towards  those  thousands 
indiTiduak  who  come  here  not  under  a^ 
BSflimlir  resohition,  but  under  general  invitation 
aM  Ibrth  by  our  Constitution  and  our  laws  to  the 
sffcwad^  the  poor,  and  thb  humble  of  every 
m^moA  dime, 
tht  reaolotion  of  the  last  Concress,  then,  does 
to  this  step;  but  if  it  aid,  I  ask,  how  is 
to  rssist  the  condusion  that  the  amend- 
by  my  honorable  frisnd/rom  Georgia 
i\  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  pend- 
9%  nwtatieB?  ^ad  that  the  honorable  Senator 
Hew  York,  when  he  drew  it,  should  have 
it  the  name — ^not  the  individual  names 
amsial  name,  descriptive  of  idl  those 
^are  embraced  in  the  original  act  of 
h  gare  rise  to  those  proceedii^. 
Iff  the  last  Congress  makes  no  ois- 
jAxm.  The  President  is  requested 
.i$  them  all,  as  Hungarian  exiles  in 
to  this  country — *'to  Kossuth 
in  captivity."  What  a  strange 
I,  do  we  exhioit,  when  our  friends 
mde  of  the  Chamber  resolutely  refuse 
lit  the  asBodates  of  Kossuth  to  be  incorpo- 
wttimthm resolu^n  of  wek^ome  to  Kossuth!  Is 
all»hacoiMtoiied  as  a  degradation  to  Kossuth  to 
HimtWriytidf  in  this  resolution  of  those  his  as- 
linsiis?  K  the  association  be  not  of!ensive-^if 
k0«as  wfliag  to  keep  company  with  them,  to  be 
priiy  with  them,  to  receive  their  aflQ^onate 
■isisiimiuna  and  (heir  affectionate  sympathies, 
mj^  opinioq  is,  that,  if  he  has  the  soul  of  a  man  in 
httbooom,  he  will  resent  the  id^a  of  having  com- 
pfiiMBts  paid  to  him  alone,  did  we  offer  to  do  it. 
Wh«i,,dariB^  the  war  of  1812,  and  during  the 
neiat  war  with  Mexico,  one  of  our  commanders 
jMMd  a  great  victory,  and  CongroM  expressed 
lat  sease  m  the  nation  upon  the  subject,  were  the 
thMifcs  of  Congress  expressed  toward  the  com- 
ansdsr-in-dueltf  and  -the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
SHvad  aader  hiin  omitted  and  foreotten  ?  No ,  sir ; 
the  thanks  of  Congress  were  always  bestowed 
opSM  ihe  eommander-tn-chief,  and,  throcu^h  him, 
I*  the  oficcrs  mud  soldiers  who  served  under  him, 
aai  hy  whoee  aid  and  assistance  the  victory  had 
I  eehiaved.  Has  it  not  been  always  so?  We 
irote  medals  to  the  generals;  we  may  some- 
tgive  additional  pay  to  the  soldiers;  but  the 
of  Congress*  toe  expression  of  the  sense  of 
BMry  m  behalf  of  those^  who  have  served 
fUMtty,  a»d  added  another  leaf  to  the  laurels 
irtiih  srovn  her  brow,  have  always  been  voted 
t»  dl,  is  nMmn  siiustioD,  who  have  partid- 


pated  in  the  gallant  deed.  And  yet  here  are 
Mr.  Kossuth's  assodates,  not,  I  suppose,  ser- 
vants— ^men,  I  suppose,  his  equal  in  ttie  sense  in 
which  we  understand  equality.  I  presume  they 
are  men  whom  he  takes  by  the  hand,  whom  he 
does  not  keep  at  a  distance,  compelling  them  to 

?>proach  him  in  the  attitude  of  servile  dependence, 
et  when  Congress  is  asked  to  brine  Kossuth  and 
these  very  associates  here,  the  first  thing  after  that, 
and  after  they  are  brought,  is,  that  a  resolution  is 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Skwaso,]  to  wdeome  Kossuth,  and  turn  our  backs 
upon  his  assodates.  Sir,  if  any  reason  in  the 
world  can  be  assigned  for  the  resolution,  it  follows 
as  a  necessary  and  indispensable  corollary  from  it, 
that  the  amendment  should  be  also  adopted.  I  do 
not  understand  (his  thing.  It  is  not  consistent 
with  my  notions,  and  what  I  believe  to  be  Ameri- 
can notions,  of  equality.  We  have  sent  a  public 
ship,  or  we  have  authorized  the  using  of  a  public 
jBhip,  to  bring  Kossuth  and  some  twenty  or  thirty 
other  Hungarians,  who  have  all  fought  for  their 
country,  vmo  have  shared  a  common  captivity 
with  mm.  When  we  propose  to  include  these 
men  in  the  resolution  of  welcome,  it  is  opposed  as 
interfering  with  the  preeminent  dignity  of  the 
chief.    Is  that  the  American  idea  of  equality? 

I  do  not  understand  a  very  ereat  deal  about  this 
contest.  Some  of  my  honorable  friends  here,  who 
are  much  better  acquainted  with  the  case  than  I  om, 
have  regarded  it  as  a  sort  of  attempt  to  uphold  the 
Magyar— or  Maguire,  as  some  of  us  call  it — supe- 
rionty  of  race.  Even  if  that  is  so,  I  presume  these 
associates  of  Kossuth  are  ndther  Croats  nor  Sda- 
vonians,  but  beldng  to  the  privileged  race,  as  well 
as  himself.  I  do  dot  suppose  that  Kossuth  will  fed 
his  dignity  insulted  if  we  choose  ,to  say  to  him. 
We  are  glad  to  see  you,  and  are  glad  also  to  see 
the  men  you  have  brought  with  you. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  would  ask  my  friend 
fVom  North  Carolina  [Mr.  BAOoEal  if  he  will  vote 
for  the  resolution  in  case  the  amendment  he  has  so 
much  at  heart  should  prevail? 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  question  n(ed  not  have 
been  asked  by  the  honorable  Senator,  because  I 
had  answered  it  already.  Allow  me  to  assure  the 
Senator  that  he  places  me  in  no  difficulty  by  ask- 
ing questions  ot  this  kind.  I  have  said^  and  I 
repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  resolution,  with 
or  without  the  amendment.  Therefore  the  Sen- 
ator did  not  ask  the  question  in  order  to  be  in- 
formed. For  what  purpose  he  did  ask  it,  he  is 
best  able  to  determine. 

Sir,  other  reasons  have  been  asmgned  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  It  has  been  said  that 
we  were  committed  to  adopt  some  such  precedent 
as  this,  because  it  was  of  Executive  recommend- 
ation. I  think,  sir,  some  of  the  House  who  con- 
sider oursdves  pretty  good  Whigs,  were  rather 
twitted  by  some  of  our  friends  on  the  other  side, 
because  we  were  opposing  what  they  said  the 
Preddent  recommended,  rermit  me  to  remark, 
it  is  no  Whig  doctrine,  that  a  Whig  is  bound  to 
support,  with  or  without  reason,  whatever  a  Whig 
President  may  recommend .  If  that  doctrine  obtains 
among  our  friends  on  the  other  side  with  r^ard  to 
a  Democratic  President,  it  may  be  necessary  they 
should  urge  some  special  excuse  for  departing  from 
it  in  any  particular  case,  while  sucn  departure 
might, without  such  excuse,be  considered  aground 
of  censure,  and  an  intimation  that  they  had  stepped 
off  the  Democratic  platform .  But  we  acknowledge 
no  such  doctrine,  and  therefore  it  would  be  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  say,  that  even  if  it  were  the  Pres- 
ident's recommendation,  we  do  not  agree  in  its 
propriety,  and  therefore  cannot  support  it.  But 
the  fact  18,  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  has 
recommended  no  such  thing? 

Mr.  FCK)TE,  of  Mississippi.  Will  my  friend 
allow  me  a  moment  of  explanation? 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  I  was  understood  as  stating 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mended this  resolution,  I  was  certainly  grossly 
misunderstood.  I  stated  the  simple  facts  to  be, 
as  I  shall  explain  them  on  this  occasion.  I  wish 
it  to  be  understood  distinctly,  that  I  said  this  before, 
that  I  should  never  have  moved,  or  thought  of 
moving  in  thisbusiness,  but  that  1  received  an  unex- 
pected ,  kind ,  and  very  complimentary  written  appli- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  Stats  of  the  United 
States,  requesting  an  interview  upon  this  subject; 
which  interview  was  immediately  held.  In  the 
I  course  of  that  interview  he  brought  to  my  atten- 


tioup  in  advance  of  the  Preddent 's  message  being 
received  in  this  body,  the  fact  that  Ihe  Pr^ 
dent  would  make  substantially  the  recommenda- 
tion which  is  to  be  found  in  the  message.  He 
re(|uested  me  especially,  and  in  a  manner  marked 
with  particular  earnestness,  to  introduce,  at  the 
earliest  posdble  moment  after  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  a  joint  resolution  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Coneress,  to  dedde,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President  contained  in  his  nfes- 
sage,  upon  the  most  expedient  mode  of  affording 
a  national  reception  to  Governor  Kossuth.  He 
went  further,  as  I  may  now  state.  I  dislike  to 
go  into  these  particulars;  but  really,  Uie  dlusion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  makes  it  necessary  for 
me  to  do  it.  He  requested  me — Shaving  a  very 
high  respect,  as  we  dl  have,  for  that  knowledge  of 
parliamentary  precedents  which  distinguishes  so 
highly  the  Secretary  of  this  body — to  go  to  him 
immediatdy.  I  went  to  his  house  without  delay, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how,  m  some  way  con- 
sistent with  Senatorid  usage,  such  a  joint  reso- 
lution could  be  introduced  and  passed,  if  such  a 
thing  should  turn  out  to  be  practicable,  without 
the  necessity  of  previous  notice.  I  learned  from 
the  Secretary  that  the  mode  of  proceeding  thus 
intimated  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  not  prac- 
ticable. Therefore  I  did  proceed  to  give  notice, 
as  the  Senate  recollects. 

I  will  state  further,  in  explanation  of  my  conduct, 
that  I  should  not  have  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  all  except  upon  his  express 
authorization,  k  appears  to  me  that  if  a  ioint 
committee  was  raised,  the  Secretary  should  nim- 
sdf  deliver  the  address  to  the  Governor  of  Hun- 
gary. I  spoke  to  him  to  that  effect;  which  he 
promptly  dedined,  from  an  unwillingness  to  do 
anything  which  might  look  like  compromittingour 
neutrd  relations. 

If  I  had  known  at  first  that  there  would  have 
been  so  much  discusdon  about  this  delicate  sub- 
ject, as  to  the  responsibility  which  the  Adminis- 
tration have  assumed,  or  intended  to  assume,  I 
would  have  been  more  circumstantid  in  the  first 
instance.  But  redly  I  could  not  antidpate  such 
a  course  of  proceeding.  It  is  true,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  bear  me  witness  of  the  fact,  that 
in  the  course  of  my  interview  with  him,  he  went 
so  far  into  particulars  as  to  refer  to  the  former 
reception  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  as  afford- 
ing a  proper  precedent.  So  that  id^  did  not  origin- 
ate with  this  dde  of  the  Chamber.  He  suggested 
it  to  me  as  the  proper  precedent,  and  sdd  that  in 
his  opinion  the  best  mode  would  be  to  bring  in 
Ko$suthf  without  any  particular  ceremony,  to  each 
House,  and  have  him  introduced  to  the  President 
of  this  body  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  other  House, 
when  suitable  addresses  should  be  made,  in  some 
formal  mode,  by  the  presiding  officer  of  each 
House.  That  was  the  idea  of  the  Secretary  of 
State;  and  concurring  with  biin,  I  adopted  the 
course  which  I  have  pursued.  ^ 

I  wish  all  to  understand,  that  owine  to  the  ddi- 
cate  character  of  this  affair,  I  resolved  not  to  enlist 
in  it  at  all  unless  I  could  be  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  say  that  it  was  at  his  instance 
that  1  acted,  and  that  he  sanctioned  the  proceeding. 
I  hope  that  in  all  I  have  sdd,  no  one  will  under-  | 
stand  me  as  casting  censure  on  any  person.  I  have 
been  very  desirous  of  reed vingr  Kossuth  in  a  man- 
ner creditable  to  the  nation,  creditable  to  our  nation- 
d  feeling,  and  in  a  manner  required  by  the  dmost 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people.  Knowing  the  feei- 
ings  of  some  members  of^  the  Administration,  I 
was  anxious  to  give  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  a  fair  opportunity  of  participating 
in  the  eclat  of  the  proceedings,  and  if  they  have 
declined  it,  I  think  tney  have  made  a  great  mistake, 
and  that  it  has  been  one  of  the  most  serious  polit- 
ical blunders  they  have  ever  committed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  *ask  my  friend  from 
Mississippi,  whether,  after  having  introduced  this 
resolution,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
he  withdrew  it  without  any  conference  with  that 
gentleman  ? 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  withdrew  the 
resolution  certainly,  without  any  conference  with 
him.  I  withdrew  it,  because  I  did  think  honora- 
ble gentlemen  had  not  conferred  as  they  might 
have  done  with  the  powers  that  be.  I  did  consider 
that  I  was  rather  ungraciously  treated  by  some 
honorablegentlemenon  the  other  mde  of  the  House, 
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who  seemed  to  misiroderstand  my  position,  and 
not  to  afford  me  that  liberal  support  which  they 
ought  to  have  done,  when  the  proposition  was 
brought  Toward  under  such  auspices.  I  withdrew 
the  resolution  for  the  additional  reason,  that  I  saw 
very  plainly,  that  if  Governor  Kossuth  was  re- 
ceived on  the  da^  when  it  was  originally  expected 
he  would  be  received  in  New  York,  it  was  not  at 
all  likely,  from  the  opposition  experienced  here, 
provided  a  similar  opposition  was  presented  in  the 
other  House,  that  we  should  be  able  to  act  in  lime 
to  receive  this  distinguished  stranger  in  the  mode 
contemplated.  I  stated  these  reasons  at  the  time 
I  proposed  to  withdraw  the  resolution.  I  did  it, 
as  I  stated  then,  without  the  least  feeling  of  nn- 
kindness  or  disrespect  toward  any  human  being  in 
the  world;  but  with  feelings  of  the  most  profound 
mortification,  that  gentlemen  had  not  acted  up  to 
what  I  had  supposed  would  be  their  course  of 
conduct. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  gave  the  opportuhity  to  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  with  great  pleasure  to 
make  these  statements;  because,  although  he  has 
already  spoken  several  times  with  reference  to  this 
particular  point,  some  misapprehensions  have  pre- 
vailed which  this  opportunity  has  enabled  him  to 
rectify.  But  at  the  time  he  mterposed  I  was  not 
referring  particularly  to  the  introduction  of  his 
resolution,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State;  I  was  alluding  to  a  remark  made  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  (Jass,] 
that  this  was  a  measure  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  in  his  annual  message. 
So  fkr  as  that  is  concerned,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
two  things  can  be  more  clearly  and  distinctly  sep- 
arate than  what  is  contained  on  this  subject  in  the 
President's  message  and  this  resolution.  The 
President  had  been  desired  by  Congress  to  cause 
these  Hungarian  patriots  to  be  brought  here  in  a 
public  ship.  He  nad,  in  compliance  with  that  re- 
auest,  caused  them  to  be  brought  in  the  ship;  and 
tney  were  daily  expected  at  the  time  the  President's 
message  was  written.  He  could  say  nothing  less 
than  he  has  said.  He  has  simply  communicated 
to  Congress  the  fact  that  these  captives  had  been 
brought  here  according  to  thpir  remiest,  and  he  de- 
sired them  to  do  what  they  thought  proper  under 
the  circumstances.  The  President  does  not  inti- 
mate that  he  wished  one  disposition  or  another  to 
be  made  of  them,  or  of  the  subject.  Of  course  he 
'was  bound,  as  President,  to  inform  us  in  his  an- 
hual  message  what  he  had  done  in  accordance  with 
our  desire,  and  to  ask  us  to  make  such  further 
disposition  of  the  subject  as  we  thought  right. 

Again:  and  now  1  refer  to  what  my  friend  from 
Mississippi  has  said.  It  was  the  desire  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  this  resolution  should  be 
introduced.  As  regards  his  application  to  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  for  that  purpose,  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  and  the  withdrawal  of 
the  resolution,  we  must  keep  dates  in  view  in  order 
to  ^ive  a  proper  influence  to  these  various  trans- 
actions. The  President's  message  was  prepared 
and  printed,  as  we  all  know,  before  the  meeting 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  town  in  which  I 
lived,  before  I  left  there  for  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. Before  it  was  sent  to  either  House  of  Con- 
gress it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  postmaster, 
ready  to  be  delivered  when  he  should  receive  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  authorizing  him  to  do  so. 
Everything,-  therefore,  in  the  President's  message, 
was  prepared,  written  and  printed  before  the  arri- 
val of  this  gentleman  in  this  country.  The  reso- 
lution, offered  by  my  friend  from  Mississippi, 
was,  if  I  recollect  aright,  introduced  on  the  very 
first  day  of  the  session.  It  was  withdrawn  on 
the  Thursday  succeeding,  being  the  fourth  day  of 
the  session,  and  Kossuth  did  not  arrive  in  this 
coiuury  until  the  day  afterwards — until  Friday. 
We  ranst  bear  in  mind  that  Kossirth  had  been 
expected  to  come  to  this  country  as-^n  emigrant. 
It  was  in  that  character  that  a  public  ship  was 
employed  to  bring  liim  here.  It  was  in  that  char- 
acter he  was  expected  to  arrive.  It  was  with  ref- 
erence to  that  character  that  the  President's  mes- 
sage referred  to  hira.  It  was  with  reference  to 
the  sam^  thing  the  resolution  w€ui  proposed  to  be 
introduced  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  the 
resolution  wa^  introduced.  That  state  of  things 
continued  until  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 
Never,  until  Kossuth  landed  upon  our  shores,  did 
we  have  any  authentic  declaration  from  him  of 
the  purpose  for  which  he  came  here.  We  may 
have  drawn  our  conjectures  from  what  he  said  in 


his  hasty  visit  to  Eng^tid,  but  we  had  no  authori- 
tative expression  of  his  pui^se  in  coming,  and 
what  he  expected  to  accomplish,  until  afler  he 
landed  1n  this  eountry. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  In  justice  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  to  the  Administration,  I 
must  say  that  the  object  of  his  visit  was  not  spo- 
ken of  in  the  interview  which  I  had  with  Mr. 
Webster.  The  reception  referred  to  and  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Webster  was  based  uppn^  our 
resolution  of  last  session,  and  he  suggested  to  me 
the  propriety  of  my  moving  in  the  matter,  on  ac- 
count of  my  being,  as  he  knew,  the  author  of  the 
original  resolution.  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  if 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  supposed  that  any  ex- 
pectatibn  was  entertained  by  Governor  Kossuth 
that  an  armed  intervention  was  to  take  place  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  in  European  affairs, 
I  think  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  last  men 
in  the  world  to  have  requested  nie  to  offer  any 
resolution  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  now 
that  anything  of  the  sort  is  contemplated  in  any 
quarter. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  obliged  to  my  friend 
fVom  Mississippi  for  this  explicit  statement,  which 
he  has  made  with  his  usual  candor.  It  seems, 
then,  that  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  Administra- 
tion is  concerned,  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  both  referred  to  a  supposed  emigrant 
coming  among  us  for  the  purpose  of  settling  here, 
and  makine  this  country  his  domicile. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  gentleman  understood  me 
as  saying  that  the  application  was  made  to  me  to 
introduce  my  resolution  this  session  with  a  view  to 
providing  for  the  reception  of  Kdssuth  as  an  emi- 
grant, he  misunderstood  me.  I  stated  no  such  thing. 
If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  British  papers,  he 
will  find  that  Governor  Kossuth  stated  in  many 
speeches  in  England,  that  he  was  coming  to  the 
United  States  merely  as  a  visitor  in  beha?  of  his 
country,  and  not  as  an  emigrant.  We  ascertained 
months  ago  that  our  original  expectations  upon  this-f 
subject  hadnot  been  founded  upon  actual  facts. 

Mr.  BACteER.  I  understood  all  that  before. 
What  I  meant  to  say  was  this :  Not  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  had  spoken,  to  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi'  to  offer  tnis  resolution  to  receive  an 
intended  emigrant — not  at  all.  It  was  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  under  which  the  President  was 
directed  to  bring  him  here  which  fixed  the  char- 
acter and  what  he  now  expected .  That  resolution 
contemplated  his  coming  as  an  emigrant.  What- 
ever he  might  have  said  in  England,  we  had  no 
authoritative  exposition  fh)m  him  before  he  landed 
here,  that  he  was  to  act  in  any  other  character. 
When, therefore,  these  proceedings  took  place,  I 
say  that  it  is  clear  upon  the  record  that  they  re- 
ferred to  an  expected  emigrant.  As  soon  as  Kos- 
suth lands  upon  our  shores,  he  assures  us  that  we 
were  mistaken,  and  that  he  does  not  come  as  an 
emigrant;  that  he  does  not  purpose  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  country ;  but  that  he  is  here  as  a  visitor 
^— not  for  the  purpose  of  curiosity  or  improvement, 
but  upon  a  political  mission.  He  comes  here  to 
agitate  among  the  people  of  this  country,  and  to 
endeavor,  so  far  as  he  can,  to  awaken  among 
them  a  spirit  which  may  prompt  intervention  Jn 
the  future  contest  that  is  expected  between  Austria 
and  Hungary—intervention  in  order  to  prevent 
the  Czar  from  interfering.  Now  the  whole  char- 
acter of  the  case  is  changed.  We  invited  Kossuth, 
if  we  invited  him  at  all,  to  come  here  for  pur- 
poses personal  to  himself.  We  invited  him  to 
come  here  as  an  emigrant  and  live  among  us.  He 
sayti,  I  come  in  no  such  character,  for  no  purposes 
personal  to  myself;  I  come  upon  a  political  mis- 
sion, to  place  myself  in  that  character  before  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  to  induce  them  to  give 
me  pledges  that  they  will  make  any  intervention 
on  tne  part  of  Russia  in  the  affairs  of  Hungary, 
ineffectual.  There  has  been  no  Sanction  given  by 
the  Executive  Department  of  this  Government,  in 
an^  of  its  branches,  to  a  resolution  proposing  to 
welcome  this  gentleman  in  any  such  character.  It 
is  one  thing  to  welcome  him  as  a  distinguished 
forei^er,  coming  fVom  exile  to  settle  among  us, 
and  it  is  another  and  a  very  different  thing  to  wel- 
come him  as  a  political  agitator  amon^  our  coun- 
trymen. Whatever  elie  may  be  said,  it  is  no 
diminution  of  the  high  character  this  gentleman 
occupies  for  intelligence  and  high  standing  to 
say,  that  it  is  in  exceedingly  bad  taste,  in  my 
jtidgment,  for  a  foreigner,  wno  has  just  set  his 
fbot  on  our  soil,  who  comes  here  to  invcAe  ottr 


sympathies,  to  become  a  propagandist  of  his 
opinions,  to  endeavor  to  influence  tne  people  to  the 
» adoption  of  measures  which  he  may  thuik  bene- 
ficial to  the  cause  of  Hungary,  without  regard 
either  to  the  law  or  the  poUcy  of  our  Govemm^it; 
and  to  hint,  not  obscurely,  tnat,  whatever  may  be 
the  action  of  Congress,  he  will  appeal  to  the  free- 
men of  the  United  States,  as  our  sovereigns. 

Now,  when  emigrants  come  to  this  country  to 
seek  refuge  firom  abroad ;  when  they  come  to  settle 
among  us,  and  to  mingle  with  our  people,  to  en- 
joy the  privil^es  of  our  institutions,  to  add  energy 
ta  the  industrial  pursuits  of  our  country,  so  that 
we  may  all  together  enjoy  the  bleMongs  of  civD 
liberty,  and  that  they  may  become  a  perpetual 
strength  to  the  country,  we  mi^t  wi^l  uid  them 
welcome.  And  when  einisvants  come  to  this  coun- 
try, as  sometimes  they  oo,  who  are  able  to  min- 
ister to  our  assistance,  and  to  shed  glory  upon 
onr  country  in  dififerent  and  far  higher  spheres, 
who  are  able  to  direct  the  thunder  of  our  armies 
in  the  field,  and  to^add  grace  and  wisdom  to  our 
legislative  counsels,  I  shall  ever  be  ready,  as,  if 
my  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  SBiftLbsj  will  per- 
mit me  to  say,  I  have  in  respect  to  him  already 
done,  to  pU&ce  them  near  to  my  heart.    Howsrer 
it  may  not  be  in  unison  with  the  temper  of  the 
times,  I  say  I  thank  no  foreign  emissary  to  come 
here  and  assume  to  instruct  our  peopte  with  re- 
^rd  to  our  duties  at  home  or  abroad.    Whether 
It  is  a  member  of  the  British  Pariiament  who  en- 
-deavors  to  provoke  sectional  discord,  and  if  possi- 
ble to  shake  the  fiibrie  of  this  Union  to  pieces,  or 
whether  it  is  a  Hungarian  exile,  however  eminent, 
who  comes  here  to  persuade  us  either  to  make  an 
empty  boast  and  utter  an  unmeaning  threat,  and 
thus  expose  us  to  the  derision  of  mankind,  or  else 
to  mix  us  up  in  the  turmoils  of  European  polities 
and  cause  us  to  expend  the  blood  and  treasure  of 
our  fVee  citizens  in  disputes  with  which  they  have 
no  concern,  and  from  which  they  can  derive  no 
benefit,  terminate  as  they  may,  makes  in  this  re- 
spect no  difference  to  me.    1  can  agree  to  welcome 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

It  may  be,  sir,  that  I  have  not  got  the  itfcs  of 
progress  which  is  peculiar  to  the  thnes.    My  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  Jj^rsey,  [Mr.  Stockt^w,^ 
in  speaking  of  that  poli^  of  nonHnterventhm. 
which  we  received  from  Washingtdn,  said  thai 
what  was  proper  then  might  not  be  proper  now, 
and  he  asks,  is  adhering  to  Uiat  policy,  progress? 
I  think  it  is.    A  man  may  advance,  tnough  he 
does  not  change  the  road  in  which  he  travels.    To 
make  progpress  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  man  shoidd 
be  perplexed  and  bewildered  with  repeated  changes 
of  direction',  and  perpetually  retracing  b»  steps, 
and  beating  out  new  and  devious  paths  in  which 
to  tread.    I  want  progress  in  old  principtes  to- 
wards the  fnll  development  of  our  inetitutions — to 
the  consolidation  of  our  liberty.    Progress  upon 
old  principles  to  make  us  and  to  keep  us  Ameri- 
canized forever.     That  is  the  progress  which  I 
wish. 

Nor  con  I  consider  it  entirely  harmless  in  a 
person  to  come  and  inflame  the  people  of  the  Umted 
States,  or  particular  portions  m  the  United  Slates, 
hastily  to  comriiit  themselves  to  measures  like  this. 
It  is  not  only  against  the  settled  polioy,  but  it  is 
against  the  statute  law  of  this  country.  Our  law 
forbids  armed  intervention  in  all  its  forms,  by  do- 
zens or  others  from  the  shores  of  the  United  Sfales, 
in  the  affairs  of  other  nations  with  whom  we  are 
at  peace. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  MississiDpl.     I   believe  the 
sedition  law  has  been  repe^ea. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  might  perhaps  be  fortunate 
for  some,  in  certain  events,  that  the  seditioh 
law  has  been  repealed*  I  am  not  affected  by 
any  reference  to  the  sedition  law.  There  is  a 
sedition  that  does  not  depend  upon  that  statute, 
and  although  that  sedition  hiw  has  been  repealed, 
the  repeal  has  not  made  sedition  honorable.  I 
say  that  it  is  not  ^tirely  innooem  for  any  man  to 
endeavor  to  inflame  particular  poitionB  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  in  favor  of  this  measure 
which  Kossuth  deeires  to  recommend.  Why  is 
it  not  so  ?  I  was  about  to  state  why,  when  the 
anticipative  genius  of  the  Senator  from  Mifesii^ 
sippi  at  once  sprang  far  ahead  of  me,  and  he  saw 
in  his  mind 's  eye  that  bugbear  of  the  Demoevacy — 
the  sedition  law.  We  have  a  statute  which  forbids 
all  armed  intervention  firom  this  country  in  the 
aflairs  of  any  nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace. 
That  acatute  fbrbide  the  sendingfbrth,  or  setting 
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on  foot,  of  EB  J  sudi  expedition,  and  it  neceosarily 
tondaoDs  all  preparatory  stepn  by  which  such  a 
resttH  is  to  be  produced.  If  they  do  not  fail  within 
the  proTisions  of  the  statute,  so  as  to  be  punishable 
hj  law,  they  certainly  and  indubitably  are  morally 
criminal  in  their  character. 

What  doea  this  gentleman  [Kossuth]  want  these 
feilow-K^tizens  of  ours  to  commit  themselves  to? 
Why  to  this:  that  this  country  shall  furnish  the 
iBat«nal  and  means  to  prerent  the  Emperor  of 
RuBsia  from  hiterfering  in  the  future  contest  be- 
tween Hungary  and  Austria.  What  means  ?  Pa- 
per resolutions,  printed  protests,  or  protests  writ- 
tea  upon  parchment  with  the  seal  of  the  United 
Slates  attached  ?  How  much  do  we  suppose  they 
w21  sway  the  mind  of  the  Cxar?  No,  sir,  the 
moment  we  take  that  ground — the  moment  we  oc- 
oipy  the  position  he  desires,  (1  do  not  say  what 
gentlemen  here  contemplate,)  we  will  have,  in  my 
judgment,  placed  ounselvea  in  such  a  position  that 
we  most  advance  in  tlie  event  of  a  future  conflict 
and  the  interposition  of  Russia,  which  I  suppose 
•I  just  as  certain  as  the  fhture  conflict  itself,  or  we 
raost  in^oriously  retire.  We  must  either  abandon 
the  policy  of  the  country  and  involve  ourselves 
fBtotaatand  future  quarrels,  of  which  no  man  can 
fiicesee  the  iasue,  or  after  having  threatened  we 
oust  ignobly  retreat.  1  am  willing  to  welcome  for- 
^^jien  who  oome  to  our  shores  (or  just  and  laud- 
able and  useful  purposes,  but  I  am  not  willing  to 
wi^come  by  my  Tote  any  man  who  comes  here  to 
eodeavor  to  comxnit  the  citizens  of  this  country  to 
layiBterteotioa  in  foreign  transactions.  In  sav- 
isglhis  I  do  not  mean  to  cast  reproach  on  Kossuth, 
for  I  can  tmdefstand  the  enthusiastic  temper  and 
the  character  of  the  man.  I  can  understand  how 
he  has  been  led,  on  his  first  landing  in  the  United 
Stales*  to  believe  that  our  people  were  ready  to 
poor  by  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thouaands, 
to  JQiB  nia  standards.  It  is  natural.  He  is  wrapt 
«p  m  Hui^ary.  He  is  devoted  to  Hungary.  He 
hves  for  Hungary,  and  he  is  prepared  to  die  for 
Him^y.  We  can  understand  his  natural  feeling 
en  fhn  account.  We  can  understand  his  strong 
desire  to  solicit  aid  for  his  country;  but  when  I 
an  aaUed  upon  to  vote  for  a  resolution,  and  wel- 
come to  our  shores  one  who  has  openly  and  pub- 
Sdy  iaode  this  lUinouncement  of  nis  purposes— 
«ie  wh»  Jiam  made  the  most  powerful  appeals  to 
the  posions  of  his  auditors  everywhere,  I  cannot 
hc^  seeing  ihat  the  inevitable  interpretation  of  the 
**  ig  must  be  that  we  reoeive  him  in  that 
r;  that  we  indorse  him  as  a  political  mis- 
I  take  it  that,  by  doing  that,  we  would 
him  here  as  one  who  is  to  receive  assur- 
Mceisf  armed  intervention  to  prevent  the  inter- 
fertMc  sf  Russia  in  a  future  quarrel  between 
Sb^pujand  Austria.    I  do  not  think  that  such 


consistent  with,  what  I  owe  to  my  own 
While  I  would  hold  myself  ready  to 
r  measure  which  I  believed  to  be  just, 
it  fair»  and  honorable  towards  diis  unfor- 
exile»  I  cannot,  by  giving  my  consent  to  this 
nsskoion,  aid  to  mislead  him  into  believing  that 
htvifl  reoeive  any  such  aid  from  us. 

Jlj^,  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  said  that  we 
eve  this  testimony  to  Kossuth  as  the  great  im- 
personadon  of  the  principle  of  free  government. 
It  has  not  been  my  fortune,  though  Ido  not  pro- 
fess anj  large  knowledge  on  this  subject,  to  have 
totand  m  the  past  history  of  Kossuth  any  evidence 
that  he  occupies  such  a  position.  .  I  have  watched 
with  interest  the  struggle  between  Austria  and 
'HuQcary,  and  felt  a  amcere  and  anxious  desire 
that  Hungary  should  succeed  in  vindicating  her 
isdependeoce.  I  was  satisfied, from  the  examioa- 
tioa  I  was  able  to  give  the  subject,  that  the  £mperor 
sf  Austria  had  violated  the  fundamental  conditions 
upon  which,  for  centuries,  the  originally  independ- 
ent Kingdom  of  Hupgary  had  been  attached  to 
tha  Austrian  Crown,  and  fell  under  the  control  of 
the  House  of  Hapsburg.  It  was  not  a  contest  to 
'establish  republican  institutions,  according  to  our 
anderstanding  of  the  term.  I  have  no  evidence  of 
any  sucl^  purpose..  It  was  a  war  for  national  in- 
dependence—-a  war  justifiable  on  the  part  of  Hun- 
CVT,  because  the  mndamental  condition  of  union 
Baa  been  violated,  and  because  that  violation  was 
ohsfmalrty  persevered  in-^and,  therefore,  whether 
Hwgary  nod  intended  to  establish  a  despotic  or 
Irte  govemmcot  for  herself,  I  should  have  neartily 
wjsMd  lor  iier  success  in  the  conflict.  It  was  the 
csBseof  oationsl  independence,  not  of  republican 
wiiieh  Kossuth  utged.    4  doubt  very 


much  whether,  in  the  whole  8tn]gKle,the  idea  ever 
entered  into  his  mind  of  a  brcu^cast  sowing  of 
liberal  principles  and  equal  rights  among  his  coun- 
trymen. He  wished  to  establish  an  independent 
State  and  Nation  under  the  supremacy  of  the 
Magyar  race;  leaving  the  Sclavonians  and  other 
inferior  castes  to  occupy  the  position  that  they  had 
before  occupied  when  the  kingdom  was  connected 
with  Austria.  That  I  think  ia  what  he  wished. 
It  is  aN  mistake,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me,  to  sup- 
pose that  Kossuth,  in  his  struggles  in  Europe,  was 
the  imbodiment  of  the  principle  of  American  free- 
dom— freedom  as  we  understand  It.  A  country 
may  be  absolutely  indepeQdent,and  yet  thoroughly 
despotic.  Such  is  Russia.  A  country,  may  l>e 
absolutely  independent,  and  entirely  aristocratical 
or  absolutely  independent  and  thoroughly  Demo- 
cratical.  Tne  interior  reigulations  by  which  the 
public  authority  is  distributed  and  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  are  secured,  are  totally  distinct  from  the 
position  which  in  external  relations  makes  the  state 
or  sovereignty  independent.  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  Kossutli  represents  a  high  principle---th6  prin- 
ciple of  national  independence,  but  not  that  of 
f'epublicanism.  When  this  subject  is  carefully 
considered,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  whole 
of  it  resolves  itself  into  this:  that  Kossuth  was 
expected  or  invited  here  as  an  emigrant — he  came 
as  a  political  emissary;  and  the  question  is,  whether 
there  is  anything  in  our  past  history^n  our  pres- 
ent condition,  in  our  present  purposes,  or  our 
future  prospects,  which  should  induce  us  to  pass 
a  resolution  of  this  kind  in  favor  of  one  coming 
amongst  us  in  that  character  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. 

It  has  been  said  that  his  proceedings  in  Hune^y 
were  like  those  out  of  whidi  sprang  our  own  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  our  State  constitu- 
tions— our  demands,  originally  small,  growing 
larger  as  we  advanced  in  strength.  This,  I  think, 
is  a  mistake.  Our  lathers  did  not  increase  their 
demands  on  the  British  Government  from  time  to 
time.  They  preferred  a  claim  at  once  for  all  the 
rights  of  Englishmen — the  rights  which  their  an- 
cestors enjoyed  in  England  and  brought  here. 
They  demanded  no  more.  Although  mv  friend 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stockton!  seemea  to  sup- 
pose that  Englishmen,  as  such,  nave  no  rights, 
our  revolutionary  fathers  claimed  before  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  no  rights  but  the  rights 
of  Englishmen.  It  was  an  invasion  of  their  buth- 
rightas  English  subjects  of  which  they  complained. 
For  years  they  solicit  the  Crown  and  Parliament 
to  maintain  or  restore  to  them  their  ancient  rights, 
and  when  these  solicitations  had  proved  ineifectual, 
then>  as  a  Ust  resort,  ihey  flew  to  arms  and  de- 
clared themselves  independent.  They  scarcely 
waited  an  hour  after  that  declaration  before  tlie 
several  States  formed  constitutions  for  themselves; 
and  what  do  they  imbody  in  them  ?  The  principle 
of  Elnglish  freedom — such  as  the  habeas  corpus^  and 
the  trial  by  jury;  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 

Sress;  a^a  when  they  came  to  frame  their  own 
eclarations  of  rights,  where  did  they  resort  fqr 
the  materiais  out  of  which  they  were  to  be  framed? 
Did  they  not  resort  to  that  very  England  ?  Assur- 
edly they  did.  The\P8truck  off  the  external  form 
of  monarchy,  and  they  provided  by  republican 
forms  for  the  security  of  their  rights — me  civil 
rights  which  they  had  enjoyed  as  Englishmen,  but 
M^iich,  in  consequence  of  the  changes  of  time,  had 
become  insecure  or  threatened  by  their  connec- 
tion with  that  country.  They  did  not  begin  by 
making  small  deroanos,  and  hyp^riucoUy  reserv- 
ing to  themselves  until  theyacquirMi  more  strength 
the  whole  of  what  they  required.  All  they  asked 
at  all,  they  asked  at  first.  They  asked  the  riehts 
of  Englishmen,  as  they  understood  tliem— as  tney 
had  enjoyed  them--*a8  long  as  hope  of  success  re- 
mained, and  when  that  hope  was  over,  they  de- 
clared themselves  independent,  and  providea,  by 
republican  constitutions,  security  for  themselves. 
That  is  what  they  did. 

There  is  therefore,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  nothing 
in  our  history » or  the  history  and  present  position 
of  Kossuth,  which  should  induce  us  to  paifs  this 
resolution.  But  if  we  do  pass  it,  I  am  totally 
unable  to  perceive  why  gentlemen  should  object 
to  the  amendment  which  ray  friend  f^om  Georgia 
proposesi  to  include  the  associates  of  Kossuth  in 
the  same  welcome  with  himself.  If  we  are  to 
weloometheone,  why  not  welcome  the  other?  Is 
it  because  the  associates  of  Kossuth  have  made 
no  political  speech^  that  we  will  leave  them  out? 


j  Shall  he  be  selected  for  this  honor  because,  instead 
;  of  landing  on  our  shores  quietly,  as  they  have 
I  done,  and  enjoying  the  hospitality,  he  has  occu- 
I  pied  his  time  in  inflammatory  addresses  to  the 
I  people?  Is  this  a' reason  why  he  should  be  sinded 
'  out  fropi  his  fellows  in  captivity,  and  have  a&ne 
this  distinguished  honor?  Whatever  we  do  for  the 
one,  in  the  way  of  honor  and  compliment,  let  us 
do  for  all.  In  my  judgment,  the  American  Con- 
gress would  act  wisely  to  do  no  such  thing  as  is 
proposed  by  this  resolution  in  respect  to  any  of  the 
parties;  but  if  to  one,  then  surely  to  all  alike. 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood 
about  this  matter.  I  would  be  far  from  oflering 
any  indignity  to  the  distinguished  man  who  has 
come  upon  our  shores.  ^  Far,  very  far  be  it  from 
me  to  do  so.  He  who  is  the  victim  of  oppression , 
he  who  has  fallen  in  a  contest  nobly  maintained 
for  the  maintenance  of  national  independence,  and 
seeks  our  shores,  I  would  always  receive  with  the 
most  cordial  feelings.  He  may  forfeit  them  by  his 
subsequent  conduct;  he  may  forfeit  theip  by  show- 
ing that  he  brings  a  restless  spirit  with  him,  which 
is  incompatible  with  the  security  of  any  State;  but 
my  first  impressions  must  always  be  decidedly  and 
heartily  in  his  fayor.  In  jnaking  these  reinarks, 
I  have  merely  given  my  reasons  for  declining  to 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  and  for 
deeming  it  eminently  proper,  if  it  passes  at  all, 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Georgia  should  be  attached  to  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  stale  of  public  opinion  at 
presents-excited,  strongly  and  naturally  excited, 
as  the  people  now  are<— a  calmer  moment  will  ere 
long  arrive.  And  if  this  resolution  shall  be  adopt- 
ed, I  believe  that  at  no  distant  day  the  whole 
American  people  will  understand  the  character, 
and  tendenc^yand  consequences  of  this  resolutions- 
will  understand  that,  in  the  circumstances  which 
surround  us  and  give  it  significance,  there  is  a 

great  d^l  more  imj^ied  than  empty  compliment  or 
onorary  gratulation;  a  great  deal  more  than  we 
can  do  in  consistency  with  our  past  history,  and 
with  a  just  reeard  for  our  own  interests  and  fiature 
peace  and  welfare. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  especially,  to  what^ 
I  know  he  is  as  familiar  with  as  any  other  man  in 
existence— to  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Sutes,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  OongroM  tHun  make  no  law  respeiMinf  the  estabHab- 
ment  of  religion,  for  prohiliitiaf  the  free  eKereiM  tttensof, 
or  abridginf  the  freedom  of  speecb  or  of  the  press,  or  the 
rif  ht  of  tlie  people  peaceably  tn  assemble  and  petition  the 
Govemraent  for  a  rcdresa  of  grievances.^* 

I  suppose  that  under  that  clause  no  one  can 
doubt  the  rijfht  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble. The  right  of  freedom  of  speech  is  also  fully 
secured.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  any  gen- 
tleman, especially  such  an  individual  as  tills,  invi- 
ted to  our  shores  and  brou|:ht  in  a  national  vessel, 
might  at  least  make  a  public  speech  without  being 
denounced  as  a  political  emissary.  I  think  be  might 
be  allowed  to  reply  in  a  decent  and  proper  manner 
to  the  addresses  made  to  him  by  other  persons. 
I  venture  to  say  that  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, if  hearill  look  into  the  public  printa  of  New 
York,  will  find  that  the  demeanor  of  this  gentleman 
since  his  arrival  here  has  l)een  modest,  dignified, 
and  judicious;  that  he  has  shown  no  intermeddling 
spirit;  that  he  has  not  agitated  against  our  institu- 
tions, but  that  under  the  most  extraordinary  tests 
he  has  manifested  a  disposition  not  to  interfere  in 
the  least  possible  degree  with  domestic  Questions  sf 
any  kind.  He  has  said  expressly  that  his  mission 
is  in  behalf  of  his  own  country,  and  that  he  should 
deem  himself  disgraced  if  he  were  to  uUer  or  write 
a  single  word  which  could  possiWy  be  miscon- 
strued to  an  intention  on  his  part  to  interfere  in 
our  domestic  concerns.  These  are  the  facts  of 
the  case.  His  speeches  are  all  of  one  tenor  and 
character.  Yet  the  gentleman  seems  to  conceive 
that  in  consequence  ofcertainacts  of  Governor  Kos- 
suth, he  is  justified  in  denouncing  him  as  an  emis- 
sary. He  cannot  certainly  be  both  an  emissary 
ana  an  emigrant.  The  gendemaji's  knowledge  of 
philology  has  not,  1  think,  been  exactly  as  accu- 
rate on  this  occasion  as  it  usually  is.  If  he  ia 
an  emigrant  to  this  country,  how  can  he  be  an 
emissary?  We  know  that  he  is  not  an  emigrant; 
because  in  England  he  took  occasion  to  inform 
the  whole  civiln^ed  world  that  he  came  here  as  a 
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Tisitor  for  Icgjitimatc  purposes.  How  can  the  gen- 
tleman call  hiin  an  emissary  when  he  has  not  been 
sent?  The  word  emissary  is  derived/aswe  all 
know,  firom  two  Latin  words — the  preposition  e  or 
ear,  and  msMo,  to  send.  Who  sent  nim  ?  I  under- 
derstand  him  to  come  her etx  atutvolwaiate,  to  some 
extent.  We  declared  the  consent  of  the  people- 
yea  more  than  their  consent — that  he  should  come 
and  receive  hospitable  entertainment  from  us,  and 
interchange  sentiments  with  us  upon  those  ques- 
tions on  which  every  lover  of  freedom  must  feel 
an  intense  interest. 

Although  I  entertain  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
respect  for  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Badger;]  although  there  is  no  one  whom  I  esteem 
more  highly,  yet  I  must  say  that  he  has  uttered 
doctrines  this  morning  which,  if  carried  to  their 
full  extent,  would  make  this  the  most  absolute 
despotism  in  the  world,  break  down  the  fVeedom 
of  speech  which  "we  now  possess,  and  lead  to 
such  violent  and  despotic  proceedings  as  have  out- 
n^^  our  sensibilities  in  republican  France,  and 
goaded  the  French  people  once  more  to  the  brink 
of  civil  revolution.  I  know  the  gentleman  did 
not  contemplate  anything  of  the  sort,  but  such 
would  be  the  result  of  his  doctrine.  He  seems 
to  intimate  that  some  interference  should  take 
place  to  prevent  the  speeches  now  bein^  made 
by  Gkivernor  Kossuth,  which,  in  ray  opinion,  are 
decorous,  and  mo4est,  and  eloauent.  Certain 
portions  of  the  American  people  nave  freely  and 
voluntarily  assembled,  not  only  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  him  speak,  but  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
straining him  to  speak  by  addresses  delivered  to 
him.  This  the  gentleman  seems  to  consider  a 
great  public  grievance,  and  out  of  this  he  conceives 
great  mischief  is  presently  to  flow.  He  seems  to 
wink  that  if  this  )s  allowed,  it  may  have  an  inju- 
rious effect  on  the  public  quiet  of  tne  country,  and 
tend  to  jeopard  our  free  institutions; 

The  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  I  would  rather  have  traveled  five  hun- 
dred miles,  on  one  of  the  hardest  trotting  horses 
in  Christendom,  without  cessation  and  without 
sleep,  and  have  submitted  to  all  the  discomforts 
that  could  possibly  be  experienced  by  a  traveler 
under  such  circumstances,  than  listened  to  such  an 
harangue  from  a  gentleman  whom  I  admire  and 
love  so  much. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  is  one  of  the  ordinary  dex- 
terities of  accomplished  debaters,  amon^  whom 
everybody  knows  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
occupies  a  high  station,  to  put  into  the  mouth  of 
on  adversary,  language  which  he  has  not  used.  1 
have  neither  said  nor  .intimated  that  I  think  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth  should  be  arrested  in  his  course  of 
speeches. 

Mr.  FOOTE .  I  understood  thegentleman  to  com- 
plain of  the  speeches  now  being  made  by  Governor 
iCossuth,  ana  to  say  that  such  speeches  were  dan- 
gerous, and  to  intimate  cleaiOy,  that  in  his  opinion, 
Bome  steps  ought  to  be  taken,  either  positive  or 
negative,  to  arrest  him  in  what  he  deemed  to  be 
his  mischievous  course  of  proceeding.  I  suppose 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  meant  mat  we  snould 
use  the  moral  influence  which  would  necessarily 
grow  out  of  a  refusal  to  do  him  these  honors  at 
Uie  present  time,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind; 
and  I  said  nothing  fVom  which  anything  of  the 
kind  could  be  inferred. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Did  not  the  honorable  Senator 
speak  of  moral  sedition } 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  said  nothing  about  moral 
sedition.  I  said  this,  and  I  will  repeat  it,  that  when 
I  am  called  upon  to  give  a  vote  or  thanks  to  a  for- 
eigner who  lands  upon  our  shores,  if  I  find  him 
engaeed  in  making  political  harangues  to  our  peo- 
ple, the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  commit  them 
to  a  course  of  conduct  that  may  involve  us  in  brag- 
gadocia  toward  a  forei^  Government,  or  in  for- 
eign war,  that  is  sufllcient  reason  with  me  to  re- 
fuse that  vote.  I  said  that  while  the  law  of  Uie 
land  forbids  any  steps  being  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  oi^nizing  or  setting  on  foot  any  such  for- 
cible interference  with  foreign  States,  it  is  not  to  my 
mind  an  entirely  innocent  thing  for  a  foreigner  to 
attempt  to  commit  our  people  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  such  an  object  by  previous  declarations. 

That  is  what  I  said,  and  what  I  thought. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Did  not  the  gentleman  say  at 
that  point  of  his  remarks,  that  the  incipi^t  step 
by  inflammatory  addresses  which  might  lead  to 
such  a  result  was,  in  his  judgment,  hi^y  censur- 


able, and  calculated  to  have  a  mischievous  ten- 
dency, which,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  counter^ 
actea? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  used  no  word  of  the  kind. 
I  said  that  if  the  law  forbade  the  ultimate  accom- 
plishment, the  incipient  steps  could  not  be  innocent, 
whether  punishable  or  not.  I  said  nothing  about 
inflicting  punishment.  I  was  assigning  reasons 
why  I  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution.  It  may 
seem  very  extraordinary  to  Uie  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, but  he  must  pardon  me  for  saying,  that 
with  all  my  respect  for  and  deference  to  him  I 
must  be  governed  by  the  exercise  of  my  own  jude- 
roent.  The  Senator  ^ets  up  and  reads  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  about  the  liberty  ef  the 
press  and  the  liberty  of  speech .  I  have  impugned 
neither  right. 

A  short  time  ago  we  had  another  political  emis- 
sary in  this  country.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
dislikes  the  name  of  emissary,  he  may  dignify 
him  with  the  name  of  missionary.  We  mid  a 
Mr.  Thompson,  a  member  of  the  BriUsh  Parlia- 
ment, coming  over  here  exercising  the  liberty  of 
speech,  going  about  addressing  public  meeting  in 
the  New  England  States,  endeavoring  to  stir  up 
sectional  feelings  between  different  portions  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  He  was  intermeddling  with  our 
domestic  institutions. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Undoubtedly^. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Governor  Kossuth  has  not  done 
this. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Therefore  'the  cases  are  not 
alike. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  cases  are  not  the  same, 
but  they  moy  nevertheless  be  alike.  If  he  who 
comes  here  to  stimulate  us  to  a  domestic  war  is 
blameable,  I  think  he  who  comes  here  to  instigate 
us  to  a  foreign  war  may  be  likewise  blameable. 
It  is  the  difference  between  "same"  and  "alike." 
The  two  cases  are  not  the  same,  but  they  are 
in  one  respect  alike. 

I  do  not  undertake  to  say  whether  Thompson 
could  have  been  prosecuted  and  punished  for  any- 
thing he  said.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  no  sedition  law,  therefore,  that  would 
depend  entirely  on  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  other  States,  in  which  he  made  those  flagitious 
appeals.  Still,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
I  consider  the  conduct  of  that  man  as  a  great  in- 
dignity, as  a  brutal  insult,  and  as  an  infamous 
transaction  on  his  part.  When  I  say  that,  I  flo 
not  intimate  that  he  should  be  put  in  the  pillory 
and  whipped,  because  he  made  these  speeches. 

I  am  called  upon  here  to  give  a  vote  in  favor  of 
this  resolution,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  must  be 
understood  by  the  world  as  indicating  that  we  ap- 
prove the  course  Kossuth  is  pursuing,  and  the  objec- 
tor which  he  came.  I  do  hot  approve  of  the  course 
he  is  pursuing.  I  do  not  sanction  the  object  for 
which  he  came;  therefore,  I  will  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  idace  myself  in  a  position  in  which  it 
can  be  attriouted  to  me  that  I  approved  of  it. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  my  friend  from  Mississippi 
has  such  an  idea  of  the  character  of  my  speech. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    I  thought  it  a  very  gooa  one. 

Mr.  BADGER.  We  who  have  been  here  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years  have  heard  him  char- 
acterize one  hundred  speeches  in  the  same  way. 
I  have  noticed  that  if  any  one  makes  a  speech 
a^inst  any  ground  which  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi supports,  particularly  if  he  makes  a  pretty  ^ 
good  speecn— ^at  is,  a  speech  which  has  any  sense 
or  reanon  in  n,  and  which  it  is  not  so  very  easy 
for  him  to  answer,  he  eets  up  and  expresses  his 
perfect  astonishment  ana  horror  at  hearing  such 
barbarous,  monstrous,  and  preposterous  doctrines 
advanced,  (laughter,)  and  aedares  that  he  would 
rather  travel  five  hundred  miles  on  a  hard  trotting 
horse  than  listen  to  him.    ((Sreat  laughter.) 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President:  Under  an 
expectation  that  the  first  part  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Geoma 
[Mr.  Berrirn]  would  secure  some  fiivor  to  this 
resolution,  which  it  might  otherwise  lose,  I  yes- 
terday intimated  that  I  would  give  it  my  support. 
But  aiscovering  now  that  no  such  advantage  is 
to  be  gained,  I  bee  leave  to  recall  what  I  then  said. 
I  shall  vote  with  we  original  friends  of  the  measure 
against  the  amendment. 

I  will  suppose  now  that  the  opposition  made  to 
this  resolution  is  effective.  I  will  suppose  that  the 
meaiore  is  defeated.    Ijet  nt  look  to  the  con- 


sequences beyond.    What  are  they?    Kossuth, 
admitted  here  to  be  the  representative  of  the  down- 
trodden constitutional  liberties  of  his  own  country, 
and  the  representative  of  the  up-rising  liberties  of 
Europe,  snakes  from  his  feet  the  dust  that  has 
gathered  upon  them  on  American  shores,  and  re- 
turns to  the  Elastern  Continent — returns  upon  a. 
point  of  honor  with  the  United'States  of  America, 
and  therefore,  in  a  practical  view,  returns  as  he 
will  say,  and  those  devoted  to  his  cause  will  sav, 
repulsed,  driven  back.    Where, then,  sir,  shall  ne 
find  welcome  and  repose?    In  his  own  beautiful 
native  land,  at  the  base  or  on  the  slopes  of  the 
Carpathian  hills  ?    No !  the  Austrian  despot  reigns 
absolutely  there.    Shall  he  find  it  in  Uermany, 
east  or  west,  north  or  south  ?    No,  sir;  the  despot 
of  Austria  and  the  despot  of  Prussia  reign  abso- 
lutely there.    Shall  he  find  it  under  the  sunny 
skies  of  Italy  ?    No,  sir;  for  the  Austrian  monarcn 
has  crushed  Italy  to  the  earth.    Shall  he  find  it  in 
Siberia,  or  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  ? 
No,  sir;  for  the  Russian  Czar,  who  drove  him 
from  his  native  land  and  forced  him  into  exile  in 
Turkey,  will  be  ready  to  seize  the  fugitive.    The 
scaffola  awaits  him  there. 

Where  shall  he  go  ?  Shall  he  seek  protection 
again  from  the  sceptred  Turk  ?  The  Turk  would 
say.  You  have  eaten  my  salt  as  a  voluntary  cap- 
tive, and  I  sheltered  you  until  you  left  me  unaer  the 
seductions  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States. 
If  you  come  now,  the  laws  of  my  country  and  of 
my  God  will  not  oblige  or  allow  me  to  hazard  the 
peace  of  myown  people  again  to  extendprotection 
over  you.  Where,  then,  shall  he  go  ?  Where  else 
on  the  face  of  broad  Europe  can  he  find  refuge  but 
in  the  land  of  your  forefathers ,  in  Britain  ?  There, 
God  be  Uianked,  there  would  be  a  welcome  and  a 
home  for  him.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  to  the 
world  evidence  that  you  cannot  receive  the  repi^~ 
sentative  of  liberty  and  republicanism,  whom  Eng- 
land can  honor,  shelter,  and  |)rotect  ? 

But,  Mr.  President,  will  this  transaction  end 
there  ?  I  fiincy  that  I  see  the  exile  winding  his 
lonely  way,  with  downcast  looks,  along  the  streets 
and  thoroughfares  of  the  great  metropolis  of 
Britain  and  the  world,  forsaken  and  abandoned, 
but  not  forgotten.  Will  it  end  ^  that  ?  No,  sir. 
Beyond  us,  above  us,  there  is  a  tribunal,  higher 
ana  greater  than  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  tribunal  whose  existence  and  jurisdiction 
and  authority  we  have  acknowledged,  and  to 
whose  judemebt-seat  we  have  already  called  the 
Turk,  tne  Austrian,  and  the  Russian,  to  account 
for  their  action  in  regard  to  Hungary  and  to  Kos- 
suth. It  is  the  tribunal  of  the  public  opinion  of 
the  worid — the  public  opinion  of  mankind.  Sir, 
that  tribunal  is  unerring  in  its  judgments.  It  is 
constituted  of  the  great,  tfie  wise,  and  the  ^;ood  of 
all  nations — not  only  of  the  great,  and  wise,  and 
good  who  are  now  living,  but  of  the  great,  the 
wise,  and  the  good  of  all  ages.  Before  that  tribu- 
nal. States,  gr^t  and  small,  are  equal.  Aye, 
before  that  tribunal  the  proudest  empire  is  eoualed 
by  its  humblest  citizen  or  subject.  Yes,  the  In- 
dian and  the  serf  are  equal  there  to  the  American 
Republic  and  to  the  Russian  Empire.  I  know  no 
living  man  entitled  by  the  consent  of  Christendom 
to  preside  in  that  august  tribunal.  But  there  is  a 
venerable  form  that  seems  to  rise  up  before  me,  and 
all  the  congregated  nations  and  people  deferentially 
make  way  as  he  advances  and  takes  the  judgment 
seat.  It  is  theshade  of  Franklin.  And  there  I  see  the 
parties  opposed .  On  the  one  side  stands  Hungary^ 
downcast  and  sorrowful,  but  she  is  surrounded  by 
the  people  of  many  lands,  who  wait  her  redemp- 
tion ana  their  own.    On  the  other  side  I  see  the 


and  tne  Czar  of  all  the  Russias.  I  hear  the  im- 
peachment read.  It  is,  that  the  United  States  have 
dishonored  and  insulted  the  unfortunate  represent- 
ative of  unfortunate  Hungary;  that  they  found 
him  a  captive  in  Ama  Minor,  under  the  protection 
of  the  Turk,  but  subjected  to  the  surveillance  of 
the  Russian  Tyrant;  that  they  addressed  to  him 
words  of  sympathy  and  hope,  and  that  they 
brought  to  the  doors  of  his  captivhy  a  national 
vessel,  with  their  time-honored  flag,  and  bade  him  to 
come  upon  its  deck  and  be  conveyed  to  a  land  of 
constitutional  freedom — a  land  where  the  advo^ 
cates  and  champions  of  universal  liberty  were  sure 
to  enjoy  respect  and  sympathy  and  fraternal  wel- 
come; and  that  when  they  had  so  seduced  him 
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fiom  m.  place  of  obsciiritj  but  of  safety,  ttad  had 
thorn  broogiit  him  to  their  own  shores;  and  when 
he  stood  waitin|^  there  f»r  one  simple  word  of 
weicome,  one  sonple  look  of  reco^ition,  thej 
turned  away  from  him,  tpumed  him  from  their 
presence,  and  east  him  back  upon  the  charities  of^ 
Christian  or  Turk,  in  whatever  land  Uiey  might 
be  found. 

That  is  the  impeachment.  And  the  United  States 
hold  Qp  the  right  hand  and  answer,  **Not  guilty." 
!  see  the  books  of  testimony  opened  on  behalf  of 
Hnogary.  Here  they  are.  A  resolution  of  the 
Conprcss  of  the  United  States  of  America,  passed 
in  the  year  1850,  tendering  the  hospitalities  of  the 
Dsiioo,  and  the  use  of  a  national  ship,  to  Louis 
Kossuth;  then  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  1851,  calling  upon  Congress  to 
ssjr  what  ahall  be  the  ceremonial  of  receiTing  him 
who  has  been  brought  here  under  their  authority; 
and  then  the  record  of  this  Senate,  that  upon  a  di- 
riaon  of  its  members,  a  resolution  of  welcome 
▼as  rejected.  That  constitutes  the  case  on  the 
part  of  Hungary.  Sir,  the  United  States  appear 
m  that  august  tribunal  by  learned  and  eloquent 
drfenders  and  advocates.  I  see  there  my  ardent 
tad  enthusiastic  young  friend  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Clsmcvs,]  and  the  candid  and  learned  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UNDEawoon,]  the  impulsive 
umI  generous  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Daw- 
f  sy,]  the  very  learned  and  astute  adVocate  who  has 
jsst  taken  bis  seat,  [Mr.  BADOEa,]  and,  lastly,  he 
who  holds  the  first  place  in  our  veneration  of  living 
Senalors,  save  only  one,  (Mr.  Clat,)  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Georgia,  who  is  now  absent,  [Mr. 
BsaaixM.}  1  listen  to  the  long,  elaborate,  and 
esrseit  defence  which  they  mzike  against  this  im- 
Msehment.  Huoganr  declines  to  reply;  and 
Kossuth',  the  orator  of'^modem  times,  upon  whom 
she  leans  for  support,  for  the  first  time  overcome 
by  a  sense  of  cruel  insult,  is  silent,  dumb. 

The  defence  is  weighed  by  that  august  shade, 
rbose  pladd  countenance  I  read  at  once  the 
'ty  of  the^hfrhtninf  hunter  and  the  common 
of  Poor  Riohard.  <'You  say,  that  your 
isfitBtioD  to  the  Biagyar  *  justified  on  his  part  and 
OS  the  part  of  Hungary  no  expectation  of  a  wel- 
eeae.'  How,  then,  came  Kossuth,  how  came 
Hogary*  how  eame  the  world,  how  came  vou, 
ksv  came  your  President  to  misunderstand  the 
isvinifaip  which  was  addressed  to  the  exile? 
Whtt  ^tid  you  first  revise  your  diplomacy  to 
to  what  extent  you  mi^ht  abridge  the 
to  which  you  ha4  invited  him  ?    Not 


were  committed  before  the  world.    You 
siyttM*  Kossuth  was  invited  to  be  a  resident,  to 


r; 


1  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
heoBBe,«a  the  contrary,  as  a  transient  fuest.' 
Qnad  It;  what  then?  Is  a  welcome  less  due  to 
ham  whom  you  have  invited  as  a  perpetual  guest, 
vhea  be  comes  to  thank  you  and  decline  the 
cosftesy ,  than  if  he  had  accepted  it  and  become  a 
popetiial  charge  upon  your  hospitalities?  You 
My  diat  the  honors  to  Kossuth  *  were  moved  in 
femt  Qeoate  by  ambitious  aspirants  for  place  and 
MMtion.'  Has,  then,  my  country  degenerated 
» waaA  that  there  are  no  true,  genuine  patriots 
is  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  who  could  lead 
ihtl  iOostrious  body  in  the  discharge  of  so  great 
a  national  obligation  ? 

Too  plead  that  the  Hungarian  chief  *  was  a  noble 
hyhiitn,  an  aristocrat  by  education  and  associa- 
tm,and  that  he  had  devoted  himself  in  an  effort  not 
to  disseminate  the  spirit  of  universal  liberty,  but 
to  fiMtify  the  privileges  of  the  Maygar  race  ?'  If 
tte  be  so,  did  you  not  know  it  when  you  invited 
Ua?  If  you  aid  not,  how  can  yon  justify  your 
ipoiance  of  «  character  that  was  blazoned  to  the 
worid>  But  it  is  not  true.  Kossuth's  first  public 
adioQ  in  earl^  yoi^th,  was  an  effort,  through  the 
HoigafU  Diet,  to  extend  equal  privileges  of  rep- 
resanation,  of  sufifrage,  and  of  taxation  to  aU  the 
pes|4e  of  Hungary,  without tlistinction  of  rank,  or 
cast,  or  mce.  For  his  fidelity  to  the  g[reat  cause 
of  knum  equality  and  fireedora  he  was  imprisoned 
thns  long  yean  in  a  dungeon^  in  the  castle  of 
Bada  by  the  hand  of  the  Austrian  despot.  When 
he  cime  out  ftom  tnat  captivity,  he  commenced 
thm  career  of  aptation  for  the  restomtion  of  the 
<w<illion  of  ha  country,  which  ended  with  suc- 
ecfli  u  Ae  year  1848.  When  he  had  wrung  that 
chstft^lhNa  dbe  Emperor  of  Austria,  his  consti- 
tutjoal  fluffy  the  first  exercise  of  Hungarian  au- 
thsfky  W ms  Lqrislatare  which  he  directed,  was 
•a  CBt  mMi  riboMiHl  ttlTthe  feudal  ten vres,  that 


brought  land  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  put  the 
Croat,  the  Waldachian,  the  lllyrian,  the  Jew,  and 
the  Maygar  upon  the  same  platform  of  equality 
before  the  law,  equality  before  the  government, 
equality  in  representation,  eouality  m^suffrage, 
and  equality  in  enduring  the  ourdens  of  govern- 
ment. It  was  for  this  that  he  was  hunted  from 
his  native  land  and  came  an  exile  to  your  shores. 
Who  pursued  him  there  with  reproaches  of  false- 
hood to  freedom  ?  Not  the  Jew,  the. Croat,  or  the 
Sclave,  but  the  tyrant  of  Austria,  who  has  reduced 
all  the  people  of  Hungary,  of  whatever  rank  or 
race  or  cast,  to  the  level  or  slaves. 

You  say  that  \  ou  were  willine  to  give  Kossuth 
a  welcome,  but  tnat  r  <¥  demanded  more.  How  did 
you  know  that  he  *  demanded  more?'  How  did 
you  learn  that  Kossuth  demanded  more  than  a 
cordial  welcome?  Where  did  he  ask  of  you  even 
so  much  as  a  welcome?  Was  it  in  your  capital? 
To  whom  did  he  address  his  extravagant  and  of- 
,  fensive  reclamation  ?  Was  it  to  your  President  ?  to 
your  Ministry ?  to  vour  Congress?  No;  all  alike 
refused  to  receive  nim,  refused  even  to  hear  him 
speak,  and  yet  you  say  he  demanded  too  much. 
You  closed  his  mouth  before  he  had  time  to  tell 
you  what  he  thought,  and  what  he  wanted ,  or  whe- 
ther he  wanted  anything.  But  you  reply  he  was 
overheard  to  say  that  he  expected  arms,  men,  mo- 
ney, < material aid^  and  intervention.'  Overheard? 
Wnat!  did  you  deliver  Kossuth  from  Russian 
surveillance  m  Turkey  to  establish  an  espionage 
over  him  of  your  own?  Shame!  shame  to  the 
country  that  so  lightly  regards  the  sanctity  of  the 
character  of  a  stranger  and  an  exile.  But  you  say 
that  he  would  have  demanded  interveniion.  Sup- 
pose he  should  ?  Would  you  have  been  less  able 
to  have  met  that  unreasonable  demand  after  hav- 
ing accorded  to  him  the  exact  justice  which  was 
his  due,  than  you  are  now  when  you  have  done 
him  injustice,  and  thus  clothed  him  with  the  sym- 
pathies of  your  people  and  of  mankind !  But  you 
*aver  that  he  spoke  ureverently  of  your  authority: 
he  was  overheard  to  say,  in  tne  outgushing  of  ms 
gratitude  to  the  cenerous  people  who  received  him 
on  Staten  Island,  that  the  people  were  the  sover- 
eigns of  the  government  of  the  United  States?  and 
you  cannot  pardon  that  offence.  What  if  he  did 
say  that  ?  Are  not  the  people  th  e  soverei^s  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  ?  Which  one  of 
your  Senatora  or  Representatives  dara  deny  in  his 
place  that  the  People  are  his  sovereigns?  But  you 
say  that  you  had  a  precedent;  that  you  once  took 
offence  at  a  Minister  of  France  who  assumed  the 
same  position.  You  refer  to  Genet.  But  there  is 
no  pafallel.  Genet  was  a  minister  of  a  Govern- 
ment actually  hostile,  almost  belligerent.  He  was 
in  negotiation ,  and  his  demands  were  denied .  He 
took  an  appeal  firom  the  decision  of  your  Gh>vem- 
ment  to  the  people.  But  Kossuth  is  no  minister. 
He  is  your  guest.  He  went  to  you  not  to  ne^- 
tiate,  or  to  demand  a  right.  He  went  by  your  in- 
vitation to  enjoy  your  hospitality.  You  have  deci- 
ded nothing  against  him.  He  submitted  no  appeal. 
I  do  not  say  that  you  ought  to  have  granted  in- 
tervention had  it  been  demanded.  But  I  do  say 
this,  that  the  Hungarian  would  have  demanded 
no  more  of  you  than,  in  a  strait  less  severe  than 
his,  I  solicited  and  obtained  for  the  United  States 
of  America  from  the  Bourbon  of  France.  Could 
you  not  have  pardoned  him  for  asking  what  you 
had  once  asked  and  obtained  for  youraelves? 
Was  it  so  great  a  fault  in  him  to  suppose  that 
now,  in  the  day  of  your  greatness,  prosperity, 
and  power,  you  might  not  be  unwilling  to  do  for 
Hungary  what,  in  Uie  day  of  your  infiincy,  pov- 
erty, and  weakness,  France  had  done  for  your- 
selves? You  say  you  stand  upon  precedent. 
Precedent?  By  whom  established?  By  your- 
selves. Was  Hungary  concluded  by  sucA  a  pre- 
cedent ?  And  what  precedent?  The  precedent  of 
the  reception  given  to  Lafayette?  Was  not  even 
that  reception  grudgingly  given  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States?  if  the  ashes  of  LafaveUe 
could  be  reanimated,  and  he  could  present  him- 
self again  upon  your  shores,  would  you  not  now 
willingly  accord  nim  a  greater  than  the  welcome 
he  before  received  at  your  hands?— a  welcome, 
such  as  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  Kossuth? 
Wherein  does  the  parallel  between  Kossuth  and 
Lafayette  fail  ?  LafayeUe  beean  his  career  as  a 
soldier  of  liberty  in  the  cause  of  your  country;  but 
he  pursued  it  through  life  in  an  effort  to  establish 
a  republic  in  his  own  beloved  land .  Kossuth  found 
the  duty  which  first  devolved  upon  him  was  to 


wage  a  struggle  for  freedom  in  his  own  country. 
When  overborne  there,  he  became,  like  Lafayette, 
a  champion  of  liberty  throughout  the  world.  You 
say  that  the  Russian  might  have  taken  offence. 
Is  America,  then,  brought  so  low  that  she  feara  to 
give  offence  when  commanded  by  the  laws  of  na- 
ture and  of  nations?  What  right  had  Russia  to 
prescribe  whom  you  should  receive  and  whom 
reject  from  your  hospitalities  ?  Let  no  such  hu- 
miliation be  confessed. 

Thus  in  the  tribunal  of  the  public  opinion  of 
mankind,  all  our  pleas  are  disallowed.  We  have 
exposed  ouraelves  to  the  eensttn — ^I  will  not  say 
to  the  derisum,  of  the  VHtrld, 

It  is  said,  Mr.  President,  that  there  is  danger 
of  intervention  if  we  accord  these  honora;  that 
inte^ention  will  follow  them.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  a 
question  of  intervention  future,  but  of  interven- 
tion past !  There  has  been  intervention  already. 
Russia  has  intervened  and  Hungary  has  fallen  by 
that  crime.  Kossuth  is  an  exile  upon  our  shores 
in  consequence  of  it.  What  we  have  done  already , 
was  by  manif^tingour  sympathy  for  him,  to  ex- 
press our  abhorrence  of  the  intervention  of  Rus- 
sia, which  has  worked  so  ^eat  injustice,  and  to 
rebuke  and  prevent  such  intervention  hereafter. 
What  do  we  now  propose  to  do  ?  To  grant  a 
welcome  to  Kossuth.  It  is  but  the  fit  conclusion 
of  an  action  already  i^^^  complete.  I  greatly 
fear  that  we  do  not  underatand  our  own  interests  in 
this  great  Question.  We  cannot  extinguish  sym- 
pathy for  freedom  elsewhere,  without  extinguish- 
ing the  spirit  of  freedom  which  is  the  life  of  our 
own  Republic 

Again,  sir,  you  may  refect  Kossuth;  you  may,  if 
you  please,  propitiate  despotic  favor  by  trampling 
the  exiles  of  all  EUirope  under  your  feet.  But 
what  will  you  have  gained  ?  This  Republic  is, 
and  forever  must  be,  a  living  offence  to  Russia  and 
to  Austria,  and  to  despotic  powera  everywhere. 
You  will  never,  by  wnatever  humiliations,  gain 
one  friend  or  secure  one  ally  in  Europe  or  Amer- 
ica that  weara  a  crown.  It  is  clear  tnat  the  days 
of  despotism  are  numbered.  We  do  not  know 
whether  its  end  is  to  come  this  year,  or  next  year, 
or  the  year  afler;  in  this  quarter  of  a  century  or  in 
this  half  of  a  century.  But  there  is  to  come, 
sooner  or  later,  a  struggle  between  t£e  repre- 
sentative and  the  arbitrary  systems  of  government. 
Europe  is  the  field  on  which  that  struggle  must 
take  place.  While  the  representative  prmciple  is 
gaining  strength  among  the  people,  the  power 
of  Russia  is  .seen  to  culminate.  That  struggle  will 
be  between  Russia,  whose  power  extends  across 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  Eastern  Hemis- 
phere, and  aU  the  people  of  southern  and  western 
Europev  If  the  Kussian  Autocrat  prevail  in  that 
contest,  we  shall  be  leA  without  friends  or  allies 
in  the  Eastern  World.  Is  it  wise  to  deny  ouraelves 
the  benefits  of  alliances  with  States  Kindred  in 
political  interests  and  constitutions?  Far  other- 
wise; true  wisdom  dictates  that  we  lend  to  Euro- 
pean nations,  struggling  forcivil  liberty,  all  possible 
moral  aid  to  sustain  them  until  they  can  mature 
and  perfect  their  strength  for  that  great  conflict, 
through  which  they  are  doomed  \o  pass.  The 
nations  that  we  thus  lawfully  aid  to  raise  up,  will 
constitute  a  lasting  and  impregnable  bulwark  for 
ouraelves.   

Mr.  RHETT.  I  do  not  rise  to  debate  this 
question,  although  1  might  have  thought  of  saying 
something.  I  nae  merely  to  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ate, that  as  we  have  had  a  verylong  discussion 
on  this  subject,  and  as  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  resolution  has  had  an  opportunity  of  replying 
to  its  opponents,  we  should  now  take  the  vote. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  rise  simply  to  say, 
that  I  have  paired  off  with  the  Senator  from  MTa- 
ryland,  who  has  been  called  home  this  evening. 
But  for  that,  I  should  vote  against  all  amendments 
and  for  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have 
paired  off  vmn  my  collei^e,  [Mr.  ttusK,]  who  is 
too  unwell  to  appear  to-day. 

The  question  oeing  taken  on  the  firat  branch  of 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  BBaaiBN,  that  the  wekome 
offered  to  Kossutli  be  extended  to  his  associate 
Hungarian  exiles,  resulted-— yeas  13,  nays  27;  as 
follows: 

YBAS— Mewrt.  BadfRr,  Borland,  Boiler,  ClBrke,Xlein- 
eits,  Dswpon,  Geyer,  Kinf,  Morton,  Spniance,  Under- 
wood, Upham,  and  Walker— 13.  «    jw     J   v. 

NAYS—Mewni.  Bradbury,  Bright,  Brodhead,  ^asa, 
Cbaae,  Davis,  Dodfe  of  WiscooaiB,  DouflM,  Felcb,  Fiah, 
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Foot  of  TarmoDt,  Foote  of  lli««iMrippi,  Gwiii.  Hamlin, 
James,  Jones  of  lovr^MaHoryi  Miller,  Norrif.  Rhetu  Sew- 
«rd,  sKields,  Smitb,  Btocktoni  Sumner,  Wade,  and  Whit- 
comb— 27. 

So  it  was  not  agreed  to.    ^ 

The  question  then  being  on  the  other  branch  of 
the  amendment — 

""Out  while  welcoming  these  Hungarian  patriots  to  an 
asylum  in  our  country  and  to  the  protection  which  our  laws 
do,  and  always  will,  ailbwl  to  them,  it  is  due  to  candor  to 
declare  that  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  depart  from 
the  settled  policy  of  this  eovenimenl  which  forbids  all  in- 
terference with  Uie  domestic  concerns  of  other  nations"— 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was  modified 
by  Bubtttitut^nff  "this  Hungarian  exile"  for  "these 
Hungarian  eames,'*  in  consequence  of  the  rejection 
Kit  tiie  first  branch  of  the.  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  amendment  as  modified,  resulted — yeas  15, 
nays  26;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Bad«rer,  Borland,  Butler,  Clarke,  Clem- 
«ns,  Dawson,  Geyer,  H^unter.  King,  Miller,  Morton,  Rhett, 
Spruancc,  Underwood,  and  Upham— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bradbury,  Bright,  Brodbead.  Cass, 
Cliase,  Davit*,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Douglas,  Felcb,  Fish, 
Foot  of  Vermont,  Foote  of  Mississippi,  Gwin,  Hamlin, 
James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Norris,  Seward,  Shields, 
Smith,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  WhU- 
«omb— 96. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  When  this  resolution  was 
first  introduced,  I  gave  notice  that  I  should  move 
to  substitute  in  place  of  it  the  resolution  originally 
-  introduced  by  tne  Senator  from  Mississippi.  I 
now  rnove  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
resolving  clause  of  this  resolution  and  inserting: 

That  a  Joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
to  consist  of  three  members  of  the  Senate  and  five  mem- 
tiers  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  be  appointed  by  the 
presiding  officers  of  the  respective  Houses  to  make  suit- 
able arransements  for  the  reception  of  Louis  Kossuth,  Oov- 
•«mor  of  Hungary,  on  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  and 
to  eommnnicate  to  him  assurances  of  the  profound  respect 
«ntertained  for  him  by  tlie  people  of  the  United  Slates ;  and 
to  tender  to  him,  on  Uie  part  of  Congress,  and  In  the  name 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  hospitalities  of  the 
Metropolis  of  the  Union. 

^r.  BORL AN  D.  I  more  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  aH  after  the  word  "That," 
«uid  inserting — 

"  The  Congress,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  cordially  sympathize  with  the  people 
of  Uungdly  in  their  r^ent  laudnble  and  heroic  struggle,  and 
in  their  prraent  misfortunes;  that  it  recognizes  and  cordially 
welcomes  Louis  Kossuth,  late  Governor  of  Hunsary,  and 
his  associate  exiles,  who  have  recently  landed  on  our 
shores,  as  wortiiy  representatives  of  their  country,  and  in- 
vites them  to  the  capitaL  as  guests  of  the  Union ;  that  it 
vequests  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  and 
entertain  them,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  proper; 

and  that  the  sum  of  y dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 

appropriated  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  PMddent,  to 
l>ay  the  expenses  of  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  such 
fuests  dttiinl;  thmr  sojoum-at  the  capital." 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  with  anything  like 
a  ^eech  on  this  subject.  The  Senate  nas  already 
heard  a  great  deal  on  the  subject,  and  it  has  heard 
remarks  more  valuable  and  interesting  than  any  I 
could  make.  I  propose,  in  a  few  words,  to  state 
the  reasons  why  I  offer  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  With  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ator, I  will  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  give,  way  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  hope  the  friends 
of  the  measure  will  insist  on  coming  to  a  fitud 
vote. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. ^^ 

Mr.  BUTLEIR.  I  withdraw  the  motion,  in  or- 
^er  to  make  a  single  remark.  If  the  proposition 
of  my  friend  from  Arkansas  shall  be  adopted,  I, 
and  perhaps  others,  may  desire  to  say  something. 
1  was  very  much  in  hopes  that  the  resolution  might 
have  passed  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Wew  York,  without  any  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  I  shall  object  to  the  resolution  in  any  other 
form.  Any  other  form  of  the  resolution  will  lead 
to  great  division  of  opinion.  I  renew  the  motion 
to  adjourn.  ^ 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  say  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  1  shall  not  occupy  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Then  I  withdraw. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  offer  this  resohition,  as 
the  only  one  for  which  I  can  vote  under  the  present 
c'rcumstances  of  the  case.  In  paying  this  com- 
pliinent  to  a  distinguished  forete^ner,  t  wish  to  pay 
It  in  a  substantial  manner.  I  do  not  want  to  com- 
mit this  Gkivertraient  to  ^ny  course  of  policy 
whiek  he  sMiy  have  indicated.    This  propoanioii 


is  simply  to  welcome  him  as  a  distinguished  stran- 
ger, one  who  has  rendered  services  to  his  cotmtnr 
which  have  deserved  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Inasmuch  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  called  the  attention  of  Confess  to  the  subject 
of  a  reception,  I  am  for  carrying  out  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session.  Then  we  submitted  to 
the  President  the  emplojrment  of  a  public  vessel, 
and  I  am  now  for  leaving  the  question  of  enter- 
tainment to  his  discretion.  In  the  amendment,  I 
propose  to  plase  a  suqi  of  nioney  at  the  disposal 
of  the  President  for  that  purpese.  In  this  amend- 
ment I  have  styled  Kossuth  **  the  late  Gi^vemor 
of  Hungajry. "  I  have  done  so  in  accordance  with 
the  historic  fact.  He  was  Governor  of  Hungary. 
He  voluntarily  resigned  that  place  to  another,  and 
therefore  he  is  no  longer  Gt)vernor.    ' 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  know  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  does  not  intend  to  insult  the 
fentleman  whom  he  calls  *<  the  late  Governor  of 
lungary,'*  biit  who  calls  himself  the  G<>vemor  of 
Hungary  in  his  last  speech.  He  is  recognized,  I 
tliinl^  by  the  lovers  of  liberty  throughout  the  world 
as  virtually  the  GJovemor  of  Hungary — as  the  Gov- 
ernor At  jwrt  though  not  dt  facto,  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  intention  to  insult  the  gentleman  by 
calling  him  the  late  Governor  of  Hungary,  and  by 
proffering  to  him  pecuniary  aid  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed; but  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  my 
friend,  to  the  fact  that,  speechesliave  been  recently 
made  by  Governor  Kossuth  in  New  York,  in 
which  he  expressly  declares  his  entire  unwilling- 
jiess  to  receive  the  sort  of  entertainment  proffered 
J>y  the  amendment.  I  must^y  in  addition  that, 
as  i  am  a  democrat  and  a  strict  constructionist,  I 
doubt  our  power  to  4o  anything  of  the  kind  in  the 
form  now  proposed;  and  I  am  assured  of  one 
thing,  we  should  dishonor  (Governor  Kossuth,  and 
the  cause  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  shall  vote  for  the  simple  res- 
olution of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  shalf 
vote  for  none  of  these  amendments.  If  the  friends 
of  the  measure  want  a  laige  vote  in  its  favor  they 
had  better  stand  to  the  simple  proposition  of  thie 
Senator  from  New  York. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  that  his  subiBtitiite  will  be 
accompanied  by  one  very  great  embarrassment. 
Under  the  rules  of  the  other  House,  every  appro- 
'  priation  of  money  must  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  go  on  the  calendar  in  its 
regular  order.  If,  therefore,  we  send  the  propo- 
sition to  the  House  with  an  appropriation  of 
money  in  it,  we  shall  delay  action  tiiere.  I  shall, 
therefore,  Tote  against  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  have  no  objection  to  stri- 
king from  the  amendment  that  portion  of  it  making 
an  appropriation  of  money .  It  has  seemed  to  me, 
however,  that  if  we  undertake  to  do  a  thing  we 
should  mnovide  means  of  doin^  it.  How  are  we 
to  treat  Kossuth  and  his  associates  aa  the  guests 
of  the  nation  without  some  expense? 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foote]  ob- 
jects to  calling  Kossuth  the  late  Governor  of  Hun- 
gar^.  I  call  him  so,  in  accordance  with  the  his- 
toric fact.  The  only  history  which  I  have  seen, 
which  gives  a  reliable  account  of  the  Hun^rian 
struggle,  is  the  book  of  Dr.  Na^^egyi,  which,  it 
has  been  stated,  has  been  submitted  to  intelligent 
Hungarians,  who  have  pronounced  its  statements 
correct.  He  was  a  great  friend  to  Kossuth  and  to 
Hungry.  He  there  asserts,  as  a  historical  fact, 
that  Kossuth  did  yield  his  Governorship  to  Gdi^, 
the  individual  who  betrayed  his  .country  and  cte- 
iivered  it  up  to  Austrian  power.  Kossuth  consti- 
tuted, as  far  as  he  could,  Grdrgy  UieDictator  of 
Hungary,  and  with  the  power  thus  conferred,  he 
abandened  the  battles  wntch  had  been  begun,  and 
delivered  his  country  into  the  hands  of  Austria. 
Kossuth  voluntarily  resigned  the  office  of  Gover- 
nor, and  therefore  it  is  that  I  have  called  him  the 
late  Gh>vemor  of  Hungary.  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  and  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  questioa  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Shields.    * 

Mr.  CHASE.  Mr.  President,  I  had  desired  to 
express  my  views  upon  the  subject  which  has  oc- 
cupied so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  but  I 
have  been  for  action,  and  prompt  action.  I  have 
known  well  that  every  word  tittered  in  this  body 
on  that  subject  has  -dekryed  action,  and  thus  im- 


paired the  value  of  any  action  that  we  shall  take. 
1  shalT  vote  with  very  great  reluctance  against  the 
proposition  submitted  by  the  distin^^uishra  Senator 
from  Illinois.    I  shall  vote  against  it  for  the  reason , 

-amongst  others,  which  has  governed  me  in  voting 
against  all  other  amendments,  viz:  that  the  propo* 

Sution  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  simple, 
fit,  and  adequate.  It  expresses  the  sentimental  of 
the  American  people  in  reference  to  our  distin- 
guished guest,  and  I  know  of  no  form  of  expre«t* 
sion  by  which  we  can  add  to  its  force,  and  none 
which  will  not  impair  its  simplicity.  I  must 
therefore  vote  against  this  proposition.  Whilst  I 
do  it  for  that  reason,  and  should  consider  that  resu 
son  of  itself  sufficient,  we  know  that  when  the 
distinguished  benefactor  of  Ainerica,  Lafayette, 
was  received  by  Congress,  a  joint  resolution  was 
proposed  and  a  joint  committee  Mraa  raised,  and 
that  Joint  committee  reported  that  it  was  impossi^ 
ble  for  the  two  Houses  to  act  jointly.  If,  then, 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  (rom  Illinois  be 
adopted,  it  may  result  in  a  similar  report,  and  thus 
still  further  delay  the  action  which  the  occasioiL, 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  occasion,  so  im- 
peratively demand  should  be  j>rompt,  frank,  and 

I  generous. 

i  Mr.  SHIELDS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  ta- 
ken, resulted — yeas  16,  nays  32,  as  follows: 


and  Whitcomb— 16. 

NAYS— Mettn.  Badser,  Borland.  Cbate,  Clarke,  CleoH 
ens,  Davii.  Dawson,  Downs,  Fisb.  Foot  of  Veroiont, 
Hamlin,  Hunter,  James,  KuW,  Miller,  Morton,  RhetL 
Seward,  Smitb,  Spmance,  Somner,  tJnderwood,  and 
Wade— 99. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  be  en§7t>sscd 
fbr  a  third  reading. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  hwig  ta- 
ken, resulted— yeas  33,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Memn.  Bradbiuy,  Brisht,  Brodbtarf,  Caaa, 
Chase,  Clarke,  Davis,  Dodfe  of  Wisconsin,  Daocjbu, 
Downs,  Felcb,  Fisb,  Foot  erf"  Vermont,  Foote  of  ISiasi«- 
sippi,,Gwinj  Hamlin,  Hunter,  James,  Jones  oriowa,Kiira, 
Mallory,  Miller,  Norris,  Rhett,  S); ward,  Shields,  Smith, 
Spruance,  Stockton,  Smnner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Wldt- 
comb— 39. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger.  Bodand,  CJemeos,  Dawaoa, 
Morton,  and  Underwood— o. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

RECESS. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjcmrns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  Qe:kt. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  acyoumed. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  Dtunther  15, 1851. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  credential!  of  the 
Hon.  James  C.  J  ones,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  for  six  years  from  the  4th 
March,  1851.  The  oath  having  been  administered, 
Mr.  Jones  took  his  seat. 

Hon.  William  K.  Sebastian,  from  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  appeared  in  his  seat. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  petidon  of  Joseph 
A.  Barelli,  pra3nng  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  be  authorized  to  issjue  a  register  to 
the  brig  A  da,  late  the  British  brig  Josephine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeroa. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  Italian  Mutual  Benev- 
olent Society  of  New  Orleans,  praying  that  certain 
marble  to  faie  used  in  the  coiratruction  of  a  tooib 
or  monument  for  the  reception  of  the  mortal  re- 
mains of  the  members  of  the  Society  may  be 
imported  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jehid  Brooks,  prayiiig 
authority  to  sue  the  United  Suites  for  damages 
sustained  by  him  in  defending  his  title  to  certain 
land  against  a  suit  brought  against  him  by  the 
United  States  under  false  representations;  which 
was  jrcrferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RHETT  presented  the  memorial  of  Geoi;ge 
Hervey,  agent  (or  ibe  owners  and  eoongnses  of 
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the  &ig;fo}i  ship  JameA  Mitehell,  prayings  the  pay^ 
meat  of  a  mm  of  money  due  under  an  act  of 
Congreaa,  sad  retained  in  the  Treanury  of  the 
Umted  Stales;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commits 
toe  OB  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  QWIN  presented  the  i)etition  of  Ursula  E. 
Gebb,  widow  of  Charles  Coob,  late  a  gunner  in 
^  Nary,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension ;  which 
na  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
oeeotiix  and  seeuriti^  of  Benjamin  F.  Hart,  de- 
oeued,  late  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  praying  that  his 
sreottOts  may  be  cancelled  on  the  books  of  the 
Tranonr:  which,  with  their  memorial  and  papers 
flodiA  mea  of  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
sktee  an  Naval  Affhirs. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
y»Bcy  Wright,  widow  of  an  officer  m  the  rev- 
CBse  aemee;  which,  with  the  papers  on  file,  were 
Tcftoed  to  &e  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  resolution  passed  by 
&e  Legidature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  favor 
«ftbe construction  6f  a  ship  canal  around  the  Palls 
flf  the  &e.  Marie;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
■ktoe  tm  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  rasoiation  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
tke  Slate  of  Michigan,  requesting  the  Senatdrs^and 
R^reaentativea  of  that  State  in  Congress  to  use 
tkir  ecertioiia  to  procure  the  repayment  of  the 
■ooey  expended  by  her  in  fumisning  volunteers 
far  the  Mexieaa  war,  and  the  expenses  incurred 
B  dtftadtng  her  territorial^  boundary  as  estab- 
M»A  VrCongress  before  her  admission  as  a  Sti(te 
awteUnion;^  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
atftee  on   MiHtary  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 


Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  B.  P.  Pal- 
er tad  aeverai  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
t^^bitan  of  articles  at  the  late  Industrial  Exhibi- 
ioD  hctt  in  London,  praying  that  an  appropria- 
lioe  be  made  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by 
ddnOBOf  the  United  States  for  the  transportation 
adl  4mAy  of  ^oods  at  the  Industrial  Exhibitidn 
kLommi;  wiiich  was  re^rred  to  the  Committee 
OS  ftjartaand  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the 
lay^yt  oTMary  Walker,  widow  of  Geoige  W-. 
Waifeery  late  Paymaster  of  the  Marine  Uorps,^ 
mnngto  be  allowed  the  traveling  expenses  of 
Wr  Wt  hnnlinnd  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
Teferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 


'fttWlESipENT  pro  Umport  presented  the 
fSttaii  «r  W  xiliam  M.Liapsley,  receiver  of  public 

BiMBiil  GaJbttba,  Alabama,  pmyinr  compensa- 

iMfmgmfcea  in  making  entries  t)f  land  under 

^Qgjfjijlwfcrrants. 
WMBB,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 

iMM^  committee  had  made  a  report  of!  the 

■iiill^M^h  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Jfc  JPPDQE,  -of  Wisconsin,  presented  the 

f— M  uf  WilKam  Butler,  praying  to  be  allowed 
tfeaim  on  account  of  itijuries  received  in  the 
wAmtvict  of  ^he  United  States;  which  Was  re- 
ftnad  IS  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MAJ:.LORY  presemed  the-*memorial  of 
Joka  W.  Simonton  and  others,  owners  of  the 
MM  of  Key  West,  in  Florida,  preying  indem- 
■ky  Itf  eooaeouence  of  its  occupancy  by  the  Uni- 
teraaies;  wnfch  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
«  Hvnd  Affairs. 

Mr.  OEYER  presented  he  nremorial  of  the  Le- 
pshtare  of  Mi«»ouri,  preying  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  eooatmetion  of  tne  Lexington  and  Davies 
(^vmy  Raihroad;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
BBttea  on  PabUc  Lands. 

iMna,  amAnotial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
nayii^  a  grant  of  land  fbr  the  construction  of  the 
Noitbem  Misaouri  Railroad;  which  was  referred 
to  tha  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

JUso,  m  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
^  Mwiouii,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for  the  con- 
■mcdon  of  a  t^ank  road  from  Tully,  in  that  State, 
to  Bbttttieldy  in  Iowa;  which  was  referred  to  the 
ConoBsOee  on  Fotdie  Lands. 

Alas,  a  memoria]  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Ittwari,  pra^ring  that  an  island  in  the  Mis- 
•oori  tftcr,  Ofmoaite  the  town  of  Weston,  may 
bt  Miied  fat  ma  improvement  of  the  harbor  and 
IuiS»«^  tlii|t' town;  which' was  referred  to  the 
Ommm  nn  TMic  Lands. 

Alt4^  miOtmaififi  nf  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
vntdttt^  Wimi^  ^i^i^  acres  of  land  to  every 
niMiliillftiii.  Iftinir  iheluMdof  mikmilyand 


not  a  land  owner;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania^  New  Jersey  and  Dela^ 
ware,  preying  the  construction  of  piers  and  harbors 
in  the  Delaware  river  and  bay;  wnich  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Henry 
Miller,  pra)ring  compensation  for  the  military  aer- 
vices  of  their  ancestor  in  Uie  revolutionary  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  C. 
Morton  and  twenty-eight  otner  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  piers  and  harbors  in  the  Delaware 
river  and  bay  as  will  afford  shdter  and  protection 
to  vessels,  dx.,  navigating  said  river. 

This  petition  (said  Mr.  B.^  contains  a  brief  but 
truthful  statement  showing  tne  importance,  if  not 
the  absolute  nec^sity ,  for  the  appropriation  therein 
asked.  From  the  oreakwater  at  the  mouth  of 
Delaware  bay,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  dis- 
tance of  ninety  miles,  there  is  not  a  single  safe 
harbor,  in  consequence  of  which  valuable  lives  and 
large  quantities  of  property  are  lost.  According 
to  the  custom-house  returns,  there  were  twenty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  vessels 
entered  the  port  of,  Philadelphia  during  the  venr 
1850,  and  that  from  the  firet  of  J.anuary,  1830,  to 
the  first  of  January,  1851,  the  duties  paid  exceed 
159,000,000,  and  mat  but  a  comparatively  small 
sum  has  been  expended  in  improving  said  harbor. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  he  asked  the  early  and  seri- 
ous attention  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  to 
the  subject.    Referred  to  said  committee. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Orieredj  Ttast  tbe  menMiriala  sod  papers  on  tbe  files  of 
the  S«iMite,  routing  to  the  claims  of  Roddy.  Carter,  and 
Jtenniogs,  be  refenred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  tbe  petition  of  Asenath  M.  Elliott,  on  the 
files  of  tbe  Benate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  BRADBURY,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Walter  Colton,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  refisrred  to  the  Conunittee  on  the 

Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PELCH,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  memorial  of  Ezra  Williamf,  on  the 
flies  of  tbe  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was' 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 

relating  to  the  claims  of  William  S.  Waller,  be  referred  lo 

tbe  C<munittee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  die  petition  of  General  Robert  Armstrong, 
on  the  files  of  die  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 

Orvlersif.  That  the  memoi^al  of  Roger  Jones,  and  the 
memorial  of  Margaret  Hetzel,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Orderti^  That  the  petition  of  Harriet  R.  F.  Capron,  on 
the  files  of  tbe  Sjen^te,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  submitted  an  additional 
document  relating  to  the  claim  of  Thomas  Flana- 
gan; which,  with  his  petition  on  tbe -files  of  the 
Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  public  land,  for  the  purpose  of  locating 
and  constructing  a  railroad  from  Brandon  to  the 
eastern  border  of  said  State,  in  the  direction  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Also,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  lying  south  of  the  "Old  Choctaw  Line,"  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  of  his  iotentton  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  en- 
titled *•  An  act  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Span- 
ish vessels,"  passed  on  the  3iHh  day  of  Jun^, 

1834. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  gave  notice  of  his  intentidn 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  ascertain- 
ment and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  American  citi- 
zens for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior 
to  Jttly  31, 1801. 


Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
compensation  of  such  persons  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive 
and  keep  the  public  moneys,  under  the  15th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  for  additional 
services  required  under  that  act. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  €U3k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  \Sk  dam  at  the  head  of  Cum- 
berland Island,  in  the  Ohio  river. 

HEPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  1  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  which  was  refea-ed  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Worth,  widow 
of  the  late  General  Wox:th',  to  report  back  the  same 
without  amendment.  I  would  ask,  as  it. is  a  mat- 
ter which  will  give  rise  to  no  discussion,  and  as 
the  same  bill  passed  the  Senate  last  session,  that  it 
be  considered  now.  I  maystateas  a  reason,  what  is 
known  to  many  Senators  present,  that  Mrs.  Worth 
widow  of  the  late  gallant  General  Worth,  is  in 
very  straitened  pecuniary  circumstances;  and  this 
bill  provides  relief  for  her  and  her  family.  U 
was  passed  at  the  last  session  without  a  dissejiting 
vote,  and  ftdledln  the  House  simply,  I  presume, 
for  want  of  time.  As  it  is  not  likehr  to  give  rise 
to  anv  discussion,  and  as  it  is  one  of  great  merit, 
whicn  every  Senator  will  acknowledge,  I  ask  that 
it  be  consioered  now. 

Mt.  RHETT.  I  object.  It  is,  no  doubt^  a  prop- 
er bill;  but  there  is  another  matter  which  I  am 
desirous  should  be  taken  up  now. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  refen-ed  the  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Sally  T.  Floyd,  widow  of  George  R.  C. 
Floyd,  late  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the8amecommittee,towhom 
was  referrckl  the  bill  to  revive  a  portion  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  iVom  the  Comrnrittee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  ot 
the  heirs  of  Judith  Worthen,  deceased,  reported  a 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
Mraa  referred  ^e  petition  of  citizens  of  Niagara 
^unty.  New  York,  in  behalf  of  Stephen  Warren, 
asked  to  bs  discharged  from  the  furtner  considera- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  appears  that  that  petition 
was  referred,  under  an  erroneous  view  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
I  do  not  object  to  the  committee  being  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  but  would  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CALIFORNIA  BRANCH  MINT, 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  establish  a 
branch  Mint  of  the  United  States  in  California,  re- 
ported back  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  indulge 
me  in  taking  up  this  bill  at  this  time.  It  has 
already  pass^  the  Senate  once,  and  favorably 
reported  upon  unanimously  by  the  Committee  on 
Fmance.  It  contains  no  appropriation  of  money. 
•It  only  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
Mint  in  California.  I  hope  it  will  be  considered 
now. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  Senftte,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whoie,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  was 
to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  relating 
to  the  assaying  office,  and  substitute  in  its  place 
the  following: 

Skc.  8.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  Tliat  if  required  by 
flie  holder,  gold  in  grain  or  lumfM  shall  be  »*ffn®d»  awared, 
cast  into  bars  or  ingots,  anil  stamped  in  raid  braneh  mint, 
or  in  tha  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  apy  of  its  branches, 
in  sach  mMiner  as  may  indicate  tbe  value  and  fineness  of 
tbe  bar  or  ingot,  which  shall  be  paid  fbr  by  the  owner  or 
holder  of  said  bullion  at  sueh  rates  and  charges  and  under 
sach  regulations  as  the  Diraetor  of  the  Mint,  under  the  con- 
tml  of  die  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  may  fhHo  time  to  tima 
eftabKsh.  .  ,. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  the 
said  branah  is  established  in  the  State  of  CaHfomia,  and 
public  notice  shall  be  given  thereof  in  flie  mode  to  be  des 
ignated  by  the  Secratanr  of  the  Treasury,  then  so  much  of 
the  act  making  appropnati(Nis  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  30fh  June, 
1851 ,  andffbr  other  purposes,  as  provides  fbr  the  appointment 
Of «  bi^  States  Bsrayer  and  the  ooatiacttaf  for  flie  tmv- 
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ing  and  flxini;  the  value  of  the  gold  in  nain  or  lompa,  and 
for  forming  the  same  into  bare,  be,  and  the  whole  df  the 
clause  containing  said  provinona,  shall  be  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  bill  contains  no  appro- 
priation. It  simply  provides  for  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  Mint  in  California.  The  bill  as  first 
introduced  contained  a  provision  for  abolishing  the 
present  assaying:  office.  That  the  committee  did 
not  adopt.  They  have  substituted  a  provision  to 
allow  the  holder  of  gold  ingrains  or  lumps  to  take 
ingots  or  bars  at  pleasure  at  such  rates  and  chaises 
as  shall  be  appointed.  In  all  other  respects  it  is 
similar  to  the  oill  passed  last  year. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  the  amend- 
ment concurred  in. 

Mr^  BRODHEAD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
section  relating  to  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers. 

After  the  reading  of  the  bill  had  been  proceeded 
with  for  a  short  time,  , 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said:  I  do  not  desire  that 
the  bill  should  be  read  any  further.  I  understand 
that  the  salaries  provided  for  in  this  are  the  same 
as  Uiose  contained  in  the  bill  as  it  passed  last  ses- 
sion.   I  Miall  have  no  objection  to  it. 

The  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engromed  for  a  third 
reading. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  oring  in  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  Board  of  Accounts;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  timr  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

WELCOME  TO  KOSSUTH. 

A  messa^^e  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  that  it  had  passed  the 
joint  resolution  of  welcome  to  Louis  Kossuth. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  thejoint  resolution^  was 
engrossed  and  signed  by  the  Presiding  Officers  of 
the  two  Houses. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  that  Mr.  GoaMAN 
of  Indiana,  Mr.  Havbk  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
STAMToif  of  Kentucky,  had  been  appointed  mem.- 
bers  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Prmting. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  rise  to  make  a 
very  short  explanation.  Wnile  I  have  been  struck 
with  the  general  accuracy  of  our  Reporters  this 
session,  and  the  accommodating  spirit  which  they 
have  manifested  towards  myself  and  other  Sena- 
tor^, yet  I  feel  bound  to  state  that  iwhas  happened 
that  my  hastily-delivered  remarks  made  the  other 
day,  by  way  of  explanation  of  one  or  two  points 
nused  oy  the  honorable  Senator  fVom  North  Car- 
olina, [Mr.  Badger,]  were  reported  erroneously; 
and  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  one  of 
several  mistakes.  I  nope  the  Reporters  will  not  be 
pained  at  my  saying  that  those  mistakes  would 
not  have  occurred  if  they  had  pursued  their  usual 
course — and  the  one  which  they  are  always  bound 
to  pursue— of  bringing  the  report  to  the  Senators 
before  it  is  published  m  the  papers.'  I  do  not  cen- 
sure them;  but  I  regret  that  the  necessity  has 
arisen  for  making  this  explanation. 

I  will  state  what  I  am  about  to  correct.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Badger]  uttered  certain  general  political  doctrines 
to  which  I  objected  the  other  day.  I  am  reported 
as  say  ins  '*  they  break  down  the  freedom  of  the 

*  press,  aestroy  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  afler  a 

*  while  would  lead  to  just  such  violent  proceedings 
'  as  have  outraged  the  sensibilities  of  the  so-called 
«  republican  Government  of  France,  "&c. 

I  intended  to  be  understood  as  saying,  substan- 
tially, that  they  broke  down  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  destroyed  the  freedom  of  speech,  and 
that  while  leading  to  just  such  violent  proceedings 
as  those  adopted  oy  tne  so-called  repuolican  Grov- 
emment  of  France,  and  which  so  outraged  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  that  countr^Tt  Ac.  I  rise 
more  for  the  purpose  of  protesting,  in  this  gentle 
and  respectful  manner,  against  the  whole  report 
made  the  other  day,  and  with  the  view  of  giving 
this  delicate  and  admonitory  hint  to  the  Reporters 
that  they  may  always  be  kind  enough  Xq  bnng  the 
report  to  me  before  it  is  published. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  say  a  word.  I 
would  not  have  said  ^ything  upon  this  sutnect, 
had  not  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  brought  it 
up.    Though  I  do  not  choose  to  enter  into  any 


corrections,  I  would  say  that  I  noticed  a  number 
of  mistakes  in  the  remarks  made  by  me  the  ather 
day.  They  can,  of  course,  only  be  avoided  as 
suggested  oy  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  by 
giving  Senators  an  opportunity  of  correcting. 

[The  report  alludeq  to  was  not  one  published  in 
the  "Globe."] 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 
Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  now  take  up  the  special  order.  I  am  informed 
at  this  moment  that  a  gentleman  who  will  go 
home  to-morrow,  oratsome  early  moment,  wishes 
to  be  heard  upon  the  resolution  which  I  submitted, 
and  to  reply  to  the  few  remarks  I  made  the  other 
day.  For  one,  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  ac- 
cord him  the  opportunity. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution: 

A  Refololion  declaring  the  Measures  of  Adjafltment  to  be  a 
deflnitive  aettlement  of  the  questionf  growing  otit  of  de- 
mestic  slavery. 

Be  U  enacted^  That  the  aeriet  of  measures  embraced  in 
the  acts  entitled  "  An  act  proposing  to  the  State  of  Texas 
the  establishment  of  her  Northern  and  Western  boundaries, 
the  relinquishment,  by  the  said  State,  of  all  territory  claimed 
by  her  exterior  to  nid  boundaries,  and  of  aU  her  claims 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  estabHsh  a  territorial  tov- 
emmcnt  for  New  Menco,"  approved  September  9,  VS50 ; 
<<  An  act  Ibr  the  admission  9f  the  State  of  California  into 
the  ITnion,*'  approved  September  9,  1650 ;  <<  An  act  to  es- 
tablish a  territorial  government  Ibr  Utah,"  approved  Sep- 
tember 9, 1850 ;  «  An  act  to  amend  and  supplementaiy  to 
wi  act  entitled  *'  An  act  respecting  Aigitives  flt>m  justice, 
and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  ap- 
proved Fdiruary  19, 1798,' "  approved  September  18, 1850; 
and  '"^An  act  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  approved  September  90,  1850,  commonly 
known  as  the  "Compromise  Acts."  are,  ill  the  judgment  of 
this  body,  entitled  to  be  recognised  as  a  deflnitive  adjust- 
ment and  settlement  of  ttie  distracting  questions  growing 
out  of  the  system  of  domestic  slavery,  and  as  such,  that 
said  measures  should  be  acquieacSBd  in  and  ftdthfteUy  ob- 
served by  all  good  citizehs. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very  sorry 
that  this  debate  has  been  suspended, because  what 
I  would  have  said  last  week  would  hipre  been  said 
in  a  very  few  words,  and  distinctly  in  reference  to 
the  topic  before  me.  To  resume  and  continue  the 
debate  now  will  not  obviate  the  incidental  injus- 
tice to  myself  and  others,  occasioned  by  so  lone  a 
suspension.  I  went  into  the  debate  last  Monday 
morning  unexpectedly;  that  is  to  say,  I  spoke  from 
information  acquired  only  the  day  before.  I  had 
not  seen  any  or  the  notices  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  honoraole  Senator's  resolution.  1  had  not 
learned  that  they  had  been  proposed  in  the  Dem- 
ooratic  caucus.  Although,  in  some  measure,  I 
might  have  spoken  from  information  thus  acquired, 
my  remarks  were  made  mainly  from  views  which 
I  took  of  the  subject  whilst  hearing  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi. 

While  I  denounced  his  proposition  as  a  mode 
of  ratification  of  the  compromise  to  which  I  had 
been  opposed,  I  said  not  one  single  word,  I  made 
not  a  smgYe  allusion  to  his  own  State,  or  to  him- 
self, except,  perhaps,  of  a  political  character,  and 
that  rather  by  implication  tnan  by  any  distinct  ex- 
pression. He  was  pleased  to  say  I  had  come  into 
the  debate  inopa  eoneUH,  I  came  into  it,  however, 
with  nothing  like  militia pracogUata.  I  soon  learned 
that  I  was  contending  with  one  wiho  was  conduct- 
ing his  movements  with  the  concert  "and  skill  of 
political  tacticians.  But  even  regarding  him  as 
an  organ  confining  himself  to  the  views  and 
purposes  o(^  himself  and  others,  I  might  havQ  felt 
little  inclination  or  desire  to  continue  and  widen  the 
debate.  When,  however,  the  gentleman  enlai^ed 
the  scope  and  aim  of  his  remarks,  and  gave  them 
such  a  direction  that  they  could  not  escape  me  and 
others;  and  when  he  made  allusions  under  a  degree 
of  excitement  and  passion  for  which  I  was  not 
prepared,  I  had  no  alternative  left  but  to  make  a 
rejoinder.  They  are  allusions  and  remarks  which 
cdnnot  escape  myself,  in  connection  with  the  meas- 
ures he  has  brought  up  for  ratification,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  State  ot  South  Carolina.  He  knows 
as  well  as  any  man  upon  this  floor,  how  painful  it 
is  to  me  to  have  anytnin^  like  an  occasion  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  debate  of  this  kind.  There  are  inci- 
dents in  our  lives  which  he  knows  Ycry  well  make 
this  painful  to  me.  I  must,  however,  discharge  my 
duty,  and  I  hope  I  shall  do  so  in  such  a  manner 
that,  whilst  I  may  show  to  the  gentleman  that 
**  he  who  lives  in  a  ^ss  house  should  not  throw 
stones,"  I  mav  also  endeavor  to  vindicate  myself 
from  some  of  the  allusions  and  remarks  which  were 
intended  to  reach  me.  When  I  saw  thegentleman, 
with  so  much  deliberation,  draw  from  nis  ({Cuver 


arrows  that  had  been  laid  aside  for  a  contest  fk 
which  I  was  not  prepared,  I  confess  that  I  ti>« 
looked  with  surprise  as  well  as  concern  upon  cfa 
course  which  the  debate  was  likely  to  take. 
..If  the  gentleman  had  satisfied  himself  with  sin 
ply  avowing  that  he  intended  to  put  the  seaJ  < 
approbation  upon  the  compromise  measures* 
miffht  liot  have  had  cause  to  complain  so  ntucti 
If  he  had  contented  himself  with  being  encirel 
silent  as  regards  the  effect  which  his  resolutioi 
would  have  upon  those  who  opposed  it,  I  mi^h 
not,  perhaps,  nave  been  altogether  satisfied,  but 
would  not  have  taken  matenal  exceptions.  Bu 
he  went  much  further,  and  not  only  bestowed  ap 
plause  and  commendation  upon  the  cherished  com 
promise  measures,  but  turned  round  and  fired  a\ 
the  camp  of  his  former  comrades.  My  duty  t 
that  camp,  deserted  as  it  has  been,  requires  me  v 
vindicate  its  history  and  the  conduct  of  those  wh^ 
are  connected  with  it.  tinder  the  cover  of  the  prop 
osiiion  now  before  the  Senate,  there  seems  to  be  i 
double  aim — ^to  make  a  new  platform  for  the  secu 
rity  of  some,  and  to  expose  others  who  are  no 
willing  to  be  forced  from  their  original  position 
and  this,  too,  in  a  manner  iwprec^ented  in  th^ 
legislative  history  of  this  country,  or  any  other 
It  A  a  mode  of  ratification  of  what  is  regarded  as  t 
popular  measure  by  certain  politicians— of  counM 
not  so  much  for  tneir  own- ad  vantage  as  for  th^ 
gpod  of  the  whole  country — not  to  give  up  to  party 
what  is  meant  for  mankmd.  I  may  take  a  aifier* 
ent  view  of  the  matter.  Instead  of  quieting  a^ta* 
tion  and  restoring  harmony,  this  proceeding  wiU 
sow  the  seeds  o(  discord  among  those  who  hare  a 
common  interest  to  defend  the  rights  of  ihe  States, 
especially  the  Southern  States,  which  are  alone  in 
danger,  and  which  mtist  be  doomed  if  their  true 
friends  suffer  party  organizations  to  divide  and  de- 
stroy them.  This  measure  is  to  be  an  ark  for  the 
elect  of  the  land  to  be  saved  from  i^  great  deluge 
that  may  be  coming  over  us.  I  suppose  politicians 
will  go  into  it  by  pairs,  of  differentkinds,  to  make 
an  improvement  by  amalgamation,-~as  Mr,  Borke 
said  of  a  similar  class,  a  Mosaic-work,  "  heye  a 
black  piece,  and  there  a  red  one,'*  dbc.  The  ^- 
ntvoteM  plan  is  to  put  to  the  sword  aU  who  are  to 
be  excluded  from  the  aric,  or  who  cannot  be  ad> 
mitted  into  it  by  a  party  passport. 

I  know  that  the  honorable  Senator  said  that  his 
resolution  originated  in  an  enlarged  patriotism, 
having  no  reference  to  party  tactics.  Sir.  I  have 
always  remarked,  that  when  patriotism  becomes 
so  difiused  and  enlarged,  it  becomes  rather  weaker 
than  stronger.  I  did  not  know  what  the  honora- 
ble Senator  was  aiming  at,  but,  as  I  said  then,  I 
knew  what  the  effect  would  be.  Now,  before  I 
allude  to  or  notice  some  remarks  which  specially 
claim  my  attention,  I  will  dispose,  by  way  of  ex- 
planation, of  some  of  the  charges,  or  complaints 
perhaps  I  should  say,  which  he  madea^nst  those 
who  had  chaige  of  the  fugitive  slave  bill.  He  in- 
timated that  they  did  not  do  their  duty  to  it.  Per- 
haps the  charge  was  not  made  so^  strongly  as  to 
accuse  them  of  bad  faith  in  relaUon  to  it,  but  it 
was  something  like  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  expressly  dis- 
claimed it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  charge  was,  that  they  had 
not  brought  forward  the  bill  with  that  promptness, 
and  urgM  it  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
with  the  energy,  which  the  occasion,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman,  and  some  of  his  special  friends, 
called  for.  1  made  an  explanation  in  reference  to 
the  bill  once  before.  It  was  at  the  first  session  of 
the  last  Congress  called  up  at  an  early  day,  and  I 
made  my  speech  upon  it  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committ^;  and  my  friend  from  Virginia  \^lr. 
Mason]  had  also  made  a  speech  upon  it,  when, 
the  late  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dattow] 
havine  the  floor,  the  whole  discussion  was  sus- 
pended, to  give  the  Senator  frqm  Kentucky,  not 
now  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Clat,]  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  before  the  Senate  his  measures  of  com- 
promise. No  objection  was  then  made  to  letting 
the  bill  drop  for  awhile;  but  before  the  Committee 
of  Thirteen  had  matured  and  disposed  of  their 
work,  I  suppose  the  suggestion  was  made  to 
bring  up  the  ru^itive  slave  bill  as  a  separate  meas- 
ure. Ferhaps  it  was  intended  to  make  it  a  test 
in  advance.  Some  of  us  who  had  charge  of  the 
bill  might  not  have  been  inclined  to  yield  too 
readily  to  the  su^estions  of  those  in  whose  course 
of  policy  we  didnot  exactly  agree,  or  there  may 
have  been  a  ^tir  difference  of  opinion  as  to  tlile 
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node  •f  usin^  tht  fhgs^Te  aUre  bill.  But  when 
the  biU  waa  brooght  up  under  the  suggestion  of 
the  boooimble  9eBtlenian,and  with  the  understand- 
ifi^  that  his  Northern  friends  and  allies  would  sup* 
port  iu  how  many  of  them  Toted  for  it?  The  two 
^emen  from  Iowa  [Mesws.  DoDocandJoMBf] 
med  for  the  bill,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
Isia  PeoDsyhrania,  no  longer  a  meml:^  of  this 
My,  rMr.  SruaoBOV,]  Toted  for  the  bill.  The 
fcaaorinle  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Die k- 
■MV,]  no  ^nger  here,  would  hare  Yoted  for  it, 
ai  explained  at  the  time  the  reasons  why  he 
fii  net,  having  paired  off  with  his  colleague. 
Ihffe  were  but  three  Northern  Senators  who 
««d  for  it.  Let  the  country  understand  now, 
hr  the  firat  time,  if  it  never  has  been  under- 
mti  before,  why  honorable  gentlemen  fh>m  the 
Jhtikf  who  are  now  so  vdiementupon  the  subject 
rfthese  compromises,  did  not  vote  on  that  bill, 
^to  for  or  against  it.  When  the  compromise 
■■ves  have  «wum  to  the  shore,  there  are  some 
tdfaw  to  stretch  out  the  hand  of  aid,  but  were 
usifogto  run  the  hazard  of  the  flood  when  it  was 
iMrtMw  aa  to  the  fate  of  the  bill  referred  to.  Did 
Aey avoid  that  vole?  or  were  they  absent  by  acci- 
tet  vhen  the  vote  was  taken  t  Some  of  those  gen- 
dam*  I  know,  nive  their  morAl  support  to  the 
hi;  but  I  state  the  fact,  that  it  was  not  until  the 
til  had  ^na  to  the  country,  and  obtained  its 
fciwabie  judgment,  aa  they  suppose,  that  some 
niBmen  became  its  open  advocates.    So  much 

Ifow  for  another  complaint  and  charge,  which 
Aehooormble  Senator  has  made,  which  may  ap- 
ptf  to  myself,  that  is,  denying  the  President  |>ower 
to  aim  w  the  law.  I  hes  to  bnne  to  the  attention  of 
AeScsaie  the  report  which  I  suomitted  in  relation 
to  die  Presideot's  message,  calling  for  additional 
._*_.-.•_   ^  enable  him  to  enforce  the  fugitive 


iir.  POOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  thought  that  I 
m  distinctly  understood  by  the  whole  Senate  in 
that  rihad  no  allusion  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
eonneetion  with  this  matter.  I  recollected 
liaMport,  and  I  have  had  occasion  to  read  it  in 
■iy<»toB  Slate  in  language  of  commendation.  He  ^ 
opmses  some  opiiiions  in  the  report  in  which  I 
ii  «at  entirely  concur.  But  I  was  exceedingly 
wkh  a  portion  of  the  language  used  in  the 
atting  confidence  in  the  disposition  of 
e  to  perform  his  duty  faithfully  in  ex- 
tlie  powers  vested  in  him  on  this  import- 


ER.    I  wish  to  have  the  report  read, 

for  any  vindication^f  myself  as  that 

may  understand  my  views. 

read  the  report,  as  follows: 

_  my  views  on  tbe  mesngo  of  the  Preaideot 

Judiciary  Coaunittee,  it  it  not  siy  purpose 

Wf  ilTnt  from  tlie  fencral  and  iinqttBlined  cod- 

te  majority  of  the  committee,  to  wit :  tbat  it  it 

at  tbi*  time,  by  ftetlier  legislation .  to  give  the 

rcr  over  the  militia  and  military  iorces  of  the 

§b€  the  poTpote  of  supprewdng  insurrections 

ioas  to  obstmet  the  execotimi  of  the  laws. 

are  eome  sat^)eetB  of  the  message  presented  to  the 

Ml  of  C<Migre8s.  and  which  adidress  themselves 

ilw  eonsidefatioa  of  ttie  committee,  upon  which 

■ty  to  ezprees  an  opioioa,  lest  by  silence  there 

saeit  pecognition  of  one  of  the  aasumpti<WB  and 

of  aoiBe  of  the  recommendations  of  tbe 


to  tbe  act  of  1807.  it  seema  to  have  been  the 

of  all  the  depaitments  of  the  Qovsm- 

ttal  tbe  Preaideat  was  eanftn^d  to  the  militia,  *  to 

I  iusiuicctiops  agdnst  the  State  government  and  to 

against  the  laws  of  tbe  United 


set  of  1795  indioatea  tbe  ooctiionB  and  preaeribes 

lA  wUch  the  militia  shall  be  called  out  and 

Tbe  President  cannot  order  out  the  militia  to 

tiaawrection  against  the  State  government,  without 

led  on  lo  do  so  by  tbe  legislative  or  executive 

of  tbe  0caie  eoac^ned. 

tcoBibiaatiODs  against  the  laws  of  0ie  United 

,  K  iis'lbe  doty  of  tbe  President  to  judge  of  tbe  occa- 

t  Ibr  eaBfaig  oat  Ibe  militia.    On  an  occasions  fbr  calling 

~  iilBBliijilBi  tbe  militta,  it  was  madetbe  duty,  by  the 

nud  ta,  to  iaaae  his  proclamation  aa  a  prevloos 

to  Ibe  emptojnnent  of  force. 

I  piovfaioa  was  founded  in  usage,  and  bas  bad  the 

oQfana.  trial,  and  experience.    It  is  but  tbe  warn- 

» of  a  mbearing  Government.    There  might  be 

•oeaaiaBa  wbea  tbe  interval  between  such  warning 

111  aiiaal  ssnilnjmrnt  nf  ftirrr  iniglil  In  iif  siiiiii  dura- 

Odtcr  ocearions  aiigbt  be  such  as  to  require  the  force 

ipf  cesaion  to  tbe  warning  <y  a  proclama- 

foeaB  out  the  militia  and  the  proclama- 

_  Ma  at  flie  saaie  time. 

**  It  aaasw  to  ban  bean  in  contemplation  by  the  act  of 

Jbaiteoaaloftbe  President  a  eiMwi  mOttary 

o^oOBea  soldien,  to  maintatn  the  domin- 

Jbey  bad  the  lalanet  of  dtisena. 


It  was  to  make  use  of  one  class  of  eitisens  to  bring  another 
to  a  sense  of  Justice  and  a  proper  submission  to  the  law.  I 
approve  its  wisdom.  An  insurrection  would  be  much 
more  easily  quelled  by  the  array  of  neighbors  and  fellow- 
citizens,  ihMn  by  the  employment  of  a  trained  and  organ- 
ised army,- whose  only  influence  would  be  the  employment 
of  force.  An  overwhelming  (brce  miglube  employed  in  the 
first  case,  whilst  the  other  might  onlyiw  strong  enough  to 
provoke  cpiliidon,  and  end  in  blood.  Whatever  migbt  be 
the  views  of  our  ancestors,  it  is'  certain  that  until  1807  the 
militia  was  the  only  force  |Mit  at  the  (ttsposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  suppress  insurrection,  kc. 
"  Tbe  act  of  1807  is  in  these  words :  <  That  in  cases  of  in- 

*  surrcction  or  obstruction  to  the  laws  either  of  theiUnited 

*  States  or  of  any  individual  State  or  Territory,  where  it  is 

*  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  Ibrth 
*tbe  militia  (br  suppressing  such  insurrection  or  causing  the 

*  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawAiI  for  him  to  em- 

*  ploy  for  tbe  same  purpose  sucITpart  of  tbe  land  and  naval 

*  force  as  rtiall  be  necessary,  having  fint  obterved  all  the 

*  frtreqmtUea  of  the  law  in  that  reepeci.* 

"  So  (te  as  it  regards  the  employment  of  the  army  and 
naval  force,  the  President  maintains  that  he  is  subject  to  no 
prerequisites  of  the  act  referred  to,  but  that  they  are  abso- 
lutely at  his  command  for  the  purposes  indicated. 

"  The  words  of  the  President  are:  *  Congress,  not  proba- 
'  bly  adverting  to  the  difference  t>etween  the  militia  and  tbe 

*  r4;ular  army  by  the  act  of  March  3. 1807,  authorized  tbe 
<  President  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 

*  States  fbr  the  same  purposes  for  which  he  migkl  call  forth 

*  the  militia,  and  tubjeei  to  the  Bame  vtodamoHon*    But 

*  the  power  of  the  President  under  the  Constitntion  as  com- 

*  mander  of  the  army  and  navy  is  general,  and  his  duty  to 

*  see  thft  laws  executed  is  general  and  positive ;  and  the  act 

*  of  1807  ought  not  to  be  construed  as  evincirw  any  disposi- 

*  tioa  in  Congress  to  limit  or  reatrain  any  of  bis  constitu- 
*tional  authority.* 

*<Tbe  import  of  which  is,  that  tbe  President  may  use  the 
Army  and  Navy  as  be  may  think  proper  under  the  plenitude 
of  his  constitutional  authority,  and  that  he  Is  not  constrained 
1^  the  act  of  1807,  nor  can  he  be  restrained  by  any  act  of 
Congress.  Being  ex  ojfUio  commander,  he  can  use  the 
Army  in  suppressing  insurrections  in  a  manner  different 
ftom  that  in  which  he  is  required  to  use  the  militia. 

"  For  the  specific  and  sometimes  delicate  purposes  Indi- 
cated, I  think  Congress  has  the  direction  of  the  President. 
^Wben  actually  in  command  for  repellinf  Invasion  or  for 
Iftny  other  purpose,  be  must  exercise  his  own  judgment 
under  bis  constitutional  discretioa.  In  one  sentenceT  deny 
tbat  the  President  has  aright  to  emplo;^  the  Army  and  Navy 
for  suppressing  insurrection,  Itc.,  without  observing  the 
same  prerequisites  prescribed  for  him  in  calling  out  the 
militia  for  the  same  purpose. 

"  His  suggestion  in  his  uMssage  is,  tbat  be  shall  have  a 
light  to  employ  the  militia,  as  be  contends  be  has  a  ri^t 
under  the  Constitution  to  employ  the  regular  military  force 
—that  is,  without  notice  of  a  proclamation.  I  do  not  think 
he  bas  the  right  to  call  out  the  military  force  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment without  obaerving  the  prerequisites  of  tbe  act  of  1 796, 
and  I  am  unwilling  to  give  him  such  power  in  calling  out 
the  militia.  I  would  regard  it  as  a  rearftilly  momentous 
occasion  to  see  the  Army  called  out  to  shoot  down  insur- 
gents without  notice  or  proclamation. 

<*  The  truth  is,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  significant  omen 
of  tbe  times  to  be  told  that  a  marshal,  un^r  his  plenary 
power  to  call  out  tiie  foue  eomUatu$f  cannot  execute  con- 
stitntional  laws  without  resort  to  force,  and  that  to  be  exe- 
cuted with  the  promptness  of  executive  will. 

*'  Justice  and  the  occasion  require  me  to  say,  tbat  I  do 
not  believe  the  power  contended  for  would  be  abused  by 
the  present  Executive.  The  precedent  for  the  direction  of 
a  mild  and  just  President  may  be  the  rod  of  power  for  a 
military  despot.  A.  P.  BUTLER. 

•<FBBaoAaT96,1851.» 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  this  report  did 
not  materially  differ  from  the  report  of  the  major- 
ity. I  have  seen  it  adverted  to  by  the  newspa- 
pers, and  generally,  I  think,  the  report  has  been 
approved.  If  I  had  been  influenced  by  feelings  of 
sectional  resentment,  I  mi^t  have  been  tempted 
to  yield  to  the  President's  demands.  The  import 
of  Jiia  message  was,  that  he  should  be  allowed  not 
only  to  use  me  regtilar  army,  without  proclama- 
tion, in  putting  down  insurrections  and  bodies  of 
men  too  rorroioable  to  be  overcome  by  the  ordinary 
potte  ewMaUu  of  the  country,  but  he  reouired  that 
there  should  be  an  armed  militia  at  the  aisposal  of 
his  marshals,  with  bayonets  and  balls,  who  should 
put  down  those  formidable  bodies  of  men,  without 
warning  thenl — without  having  the  riot  act  read  to 
them  at  all.  I  did  not  agree  to  any  such  suffies- 
tion.  I  recollect  that  under  the  influence  ofthe 
highly  eloquent  appeal  which  was  made  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,] 
not  now  in  his  seat,  this  bodv  was  prepared  almost 
for  any  law,  and  to  adopt  aunoat  any  suggestion. 
I  recollected,  however,  that  what  might  oe  urg^ed 
as  the  precedent  of  to-day,  mig^  be  the  prescrip- 
tion or  to-morrow,  and  the  aame  principles  which 
would  prevail  if  his  recommenoation  had  been 
assentea  to  in  this  case,  might  be  abused  by  any 
arbitrary  t3rrant. 

I  mane  no  allusion  to  the  precedent  aa  a  means 
to  overcome  the  liberties  and  institutions  of  the 
country.  I  say  now,  that  if  the  fugitive  slave 
law  is  to  be  enforced  by  the  bayonet — by  an 
armed  potae  eomtlolto,  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Executive — it  is  an  evidence  that  it  is  a  law  which 
will  not  be  enforced  at  all.    I  believe  that  it  wih 


notr— I  believe  that  it  has  not  been  enforced.  And 
in  this  Republic,  when  it  is  necessary  that  the 
bayonet  should  be  used  instead  of  voluntary  sub- 
mission to  the  dominion  of  the  law  by  the  citizens 
themselves,  or  by  the  ordinary  force  which  can 
be  evoked  on  the  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
it  ia  a  significant  omen,  and  indicative  of  the 
times,  ^hy,  I  read  of  theee  riota  and  these 
combinations  being  denounced  as  treason.  I  did 
not  fa^eve,  at  the  time,  that  they  would  be  con- 
strued so  as  to  amount  to  treason  against  the 
United  States.  Whatever  might  be  their  real 
character,  such  would  not  be  their  complexion  in 
the  courts.  The  chamoter  of  such  meetings  will 
depend  more  on  the  testimony  of  witnb»es  thap 
the  truth  of  facts,  and  no  authority  can  overcome 
such  influences.  We  have  a  great  many  rhetori- 
cal deebraations  in  thisSenate;  and  if  the  advertise- 
ments which  go  out  from  here  were  to  indicate 
anything  like  the  truth,  there  would  be  fwy  Uttle 
difficulty  hi  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  But  the  Constitution  is  a  dead 
letter.  United  Statea  oourts  have  no  jurisdiction 
oves  the  sulnect,  for  it  is  not  regarded  as  treaaon. 
It  is  referred  to  the  State  courta.  What  will  be 
the  result  ?  The  State  courts  take  jurisdiction  of 
this  resistance  of  the  fugitive  alave  law  aa  of  an 
ordinary  riot  or  murder.  Who  are  to  decide 
upon  the  crime?  A  jury  composed,  perhaps,  of 
those  who  sympathize  with  the  peraon  charged. 
Who  is  to  award  the  punishment?  The  judge 
who,  perhapa,  entertains  the  same  feelings,  and 
indulges  in  the  same  sympathies.  Or,  if  a  tribu- 
nal could  be  found — wnich  I  never  expect  to  see 
stern  enoueh,  in  defiance  of  public  opinion,  to  do 
justice,  under  the  sanction  of^an  oath,  to  the  obli- 
epations  of  the  Constitution,  the  sentence  would 
be  remitted  by  the  Executive  of  almost  any  one 
of  the  non-alaveholding  States. 

Gentlemen  preach  to  me  eternally  that  this  fugi- 
tive slave  law  will  be  executed,  when  erery  news- 
paper brinffs  a  refutation  of  the  assertion.  Have 
we  not  arrived  at  an  eventful  period  in  the  history 
of  the  coimtry  ?  When  I  see  that,  by  combina- 
tions, by  contrivances,  by  lenslative  enactmenta, 
one  of  the  solemn  articles  of  the  Constitution— nfor 
the  fugitive  slave  law  is  nothing  but  an  affirmation 
and  recognition  of  the  Constitution — ia  not  only 
violated ,  but  even  put  under  the  ban  ofthe  pulpit,  let 
the  gentleman  not  tell  me  that  we  are  to  put  bayo- 
nets at  the  disposal  of  an  Executive  to  enforce  any 
auch  law.  Let  the  gentleman  not  lay  that  flatter- 
ing unction  to  his  soul.  I  know  that  the  people 
may  be  addressed,  and  that  parties  may  make 
excuses  andpatched-upplatforms,  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  the  truth  from  the  public  mmd;  but 
it  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  Lest  I  should 
have  misunderstood  the  gentleman,  I  will  aak  him 
whether  we  are  to  undentand  him  as  just  now 
announcing  the  opinion,  that  armed  opposition  on 
the  part  of^citizens  of  a  country,  for  tne  purpose 
of  arresting  the  execution  of  the  ftigitive  slave  law, 
would  not  amount  to  treason? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  said  no  such  thing.  I  know 
the  difference  between  riot  and  treason.  It  would 
be  treason  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States, 
if  there  had  been  a  concerted  movement  of  a 
public  kind  to  defeat  the  execution  of  a  law,  or  of 
the  Conatitution,  it  would  amount  to  treason. 
But  these  riots  which  break  out  suddenly  for  a 
private  end — the  release  of  a  fugitive  slave  from 
nis  master — would  be  construed  to  amount  to  mere 
riot,  and  would  not  be  held  to  be  treason.  And  I 
said,  too,  thatif  a  judge  would  award  proper  pun- 
ishment, the  Governor  of  the  State  would  remit  it* 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    Not  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  1  have  a  ri^ht  to  appeal  to  the 
Senate  upon  another  subject  m  connection  with 
this.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  vehemently 
uii^  the  necessity  of  having  statutory  or  legia- 
lative  enactments  for  the  ratification  of  this  com- 
promise. He  may  take  either  one  of  the  horns  of 
the  dilemma.  The  gentleman  was  either  opposed 
to  some  of  the  points  of  the  ccmipromise  when  they 
were  under  consideration,  or  Jie  was  in  favor  of 
them.  1  do  not  care  which  he  takes.  If  he  sa3rs 
he  was  opposed  to  some  one  of  the  propositions 
involved  m  the  compromise,  he  must  allow  me  to 
take  hii  authority;  and  if,  on  that  occasion,  ha 
denounced  and  waa  opposed  to  it,  I  have  a  right 
at  least  to  expect  from  him  some  indulgence  to- 
ward thoae  who  agreed  with  htm  on  that  occaaion. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  gentleman  was  in  &vor  of 
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Jhe  oompromiBeB,  he  surely  wiD  not  take  the  pou- 
tion  that  he  was  **  rowing  one  way  and  looking 
another,**— that  he  gaTe  us  hie  voice  by  a  simpte 
monosyllable  of  aye  or  nof  when  he  gave  his  heart 
and  hand  to  those  who  were  forcing  the  measure 
He  must  take  one -or  the  other.    He  cannot 


on. 


eipcape  it.  He  was  either  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  California,  and  opposed  to  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  he 
was  in  favor  of  those  two  measures.  For,  as  re- 
sards  the  fugitive  slave  law,  of  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  it  was  not  a  part  of  the  original  com- 
promise. I  take  it  that  the  record  must  speak 
upon  this  subject.  Here  are  his  votes:  and  how 
does  the  gentleman  stand  in  the  parliamentary 
mirror?  He  stands  opposed  to  the  admission  of 
California,  upon  4he  ground  that  it  was  a  precedent 
not  to  be  found  in  the  political  history  of  this 
country.  If  I  remember  right,  at  one  time  he 
denounced  Executive  interference  for  the  procure- 
ment of  the  admission  of  California.  I  need  not 
go  throu^  albthe  gentleman's  speeches  in  supporL 
of  this  view,  because  they  are  too  various;  ou^  I 
wish  to  go  through  this  fairly.  The  gentleman 
said  that  California  had  been  admitted  under  cir- 
cumstances under  which  no  other  State  had  been 
admitted — in  viobtion  of  all  precedent;  and-in  the 
next  breath  he  says,  why  do  the  enemies  of  the 
compromise  denounce  this  measure?  He  under- 
takes to  vindicate  California,  and  say  that  she 
came  into  the  Union  just  like  any  other  State.  At 
another  time  he  adnutted  that  she  came  in  in  viola- 
tion of  all  precedent;  and  at  the  next  moment,  he 
says  she  was  admitted  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
otner  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 
•  Allow  me  to  say,  that  although  California  has 
been  admitted  agamst  my  judgment,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  my  wul  and  vote,  I  have  met  her  rep- 
resentatives here  with  all  respect  and  kindness, 
and  entertain  for  them  entire  friendship.  I  urged 
the  constitutional  objection  as  well  as  I  could 
in  the  speeches  made  at  the  time,  with  great 
respect  and  deference  to  those  who  differed  from 
me.  I  do  not  intend  to  repeat  them.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  operation  of  that 
measure — and  I  think  it  may  operate,  differ^ 
ently  from  the  intention — the  aoctnne  was  pro- 
claimed before  her  admission,  and  some  of  those 
who  voted  for  it,  assumed  to  do  so  on  the  CTOund 
chat  not  another  slave  State  should  be  admitted 
into  this  Union.  Mr.  Webster,  with  all  his  an- 
notations and  commentaries,  has  put  it  forth  in 
Chat  form.  The  doctrine  was  avowed  and  in- 
tended to  be  established  by  the  precedent,  that  no 
other  slave  State  should  pollute  the  political  asso- 
etation  of  this  Confederacy ;  and  the  doctrine,  if  not 
avowed,  was  practically  maintained,  that  the  slave 
States  of  this  Union  were  not,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  eonal  to  the  non-slaveholdinff  Stat^.  I 
believe  the  nonorable  Senator  has  exhmited  many 
evidenced!  of  a  mind  sensitive  to  the  honor  of 
his  State.  Will  he  tell  me  that  when  these  doc- 
trines were  announced  and  proclaimed,  I  was  to 
submit  to  a  system  by  which  war  was  to  be  made 
upon  the  institutions  of  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try which  1  in  part  represent?  I  opposed  it  on 
this  eround,  ana  I  believe  the  honorable  Senator 
did  the  same.  Submit  to  ineauality !  Submit  that 
my  posterity  shall  not  be  equal  in  political  eligibiHty 
with  the  sons  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  1  [Mr.  Seward.]  Would  I  consent  to 
the  political  disfranchisement  of  my  own  chil- 
dren? Yet  such  were  the  doctrines  avowed,  and 
such  was  the  belief  entertained  as  to  the  opera- 
tion of  that  measure.  1  believe  that  gentlemen 
who  entertain  views  of  this  kind,  will  be  signaUy 
disappointed.  I  hope  so,  at  least.  For  I  ^lieve 
the  institution  will  continue  to  go  South  and  West, 
and  California  will  take  it  as  pecttkarly  suited  to 
her  condition. 

Now,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator  a  Ques- 
tion, which  I  expect  him  to  answer*— and  1  nope 
he  will  answer  it  without  the  least  hesitation: 
Suppose  a  proposition  were  to  come  up  to-morrow 
to  divide  Calirornia,  with  the  understanding  that 
one  portion  should  be  a  slave  State,  or  that  both 
should  be  skve  States,  would  he  vote  for  it  ? 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  will  answer  by 
citing  past  history,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me. 
I  introduced  two  propositions  on  the  subject  my- 
self while  this  matter  was  pending,  for  neither  of 
which,  according  to  my  recollection,  I  had  the 
^ntleman*s  support,  or  that  of  his  political  asso- 
ciates in  this  body.    Ob  the  contnuy,  both  of  those 


propositions  received  the  fiercest  deiiuuciation 
from  that  quarter.  When  the  proposition  to  ad- 
mit California  was  pending,  I  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  that  California  should  be  hereafter,  with 
her  consent,  so  divided  as  you,  Mr.  President,  had 
previously  proposed  she  should  be.  Upon  consult- 
ation with  you,  [Mr.  King,]  1  took  the  Une  which 
is  proposed  in  the  amendment,  for  the  reasons  you 
stated.  I  did  not  get  the  support  I  anticipated; 
and  I  will  be  prepared  to  show  hereafter,  fVom 
the  printed  debates^  what  reasons  were  given  by 
honorable  gentlemen  for  not  voting  for  that  very 
proposition.  1  subseouently  introduced  another 
proposition,  that  California  should  be,  with  her 
I  consent,  divided  by  that  line,  and  that  a  territorial 
!  government  should  be  established  south  of  it. 
The  objection,  then,  of  certain  gentlemen  who 
called  themselves,  par  exeelUnee,  State-rights  men, 
was  the  supposition  that  they  imagined  my  aniend- 
ment  to  convey  that  California,  not  yet  admitted, 
in  their  judgment,  vahdly  into  the  Union,  should 
be  treated  with  so  much  respect  as  to  have  her 
consent  to  this  territorial  curtailment  asked.  That 
also  was  voted  down.  Whenever  any  gentleman 
introduces  a  proposition  here  to  divide  California 
with  her  consent,  by  the  line  of  360  30*,  or  35© 
30' ,  treating  her  in  all  these  respects  as  a  sovereign 
State,  I  shall  vote  for  it,  and  some  of  those  wbo 
will  vote  for  it  in  connection  with  me  will  vote 
in  a  manner  wholly  repugnant  to  their  former 
feelings. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Then  the  Senator  admits  that 
while  he  wishes  to  make  the  compromise  immu- 
table, he  is  perfectly  willing  to  change  it  when  it 
suits  him.    This  is  a  **  finality  of  a  totality." 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  should  vote  for  that  proposi- 
tion in  the  same  way  that  I  should  vote  for  a 
proposition  to  alter  the  boundary  lines  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union  at  her  request.  1  would  not 
vote  for  that  sooner  than  a  proposition  to  divide 
Texas  or  New  York,  if  those  States  desire  a  new 
State  to  be  formed  within  tlieir  limits.  While  I 
hold  the  compromise  to  be  a  definitive  settlement, 
1  do  not  hold  it  to  be  above  the  Constitution,  and 
the  Constitution  expressly  gives  Congress  the 
power  of  admitting  new  States.  Now,  perhaps, 
the  gentleman,  is  entitled  to  the  triumph  which  he 

claims.   

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  claim  no  triumph.  The  gen- 
tleman *s  own  explanation  shows  where  he  considers 
the  triumph  is.  While  he  insists  on  these  com- 
promise laws  being  like  unto  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  so  perfect  as  not  to  be  changed,  yet 
he  admits  there  are  contingencies  on  which  they 
may  be  changed.  That  is  what  I  intended  to  say. 
It  is  so  wise  now  that  he  does  not  choose  to  let  any- 
body consult  the  progressive  improvements  and 
su^^tioos  of  time;  but  he  wishes  to  stitch  down 
andpin  everybody  else  to  his  propositions,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Procrustean  bed,  whether  shorter 
or  longer,  is  the  only  true  measure  for  the  country. 
I  shall  put  another  proposition  to  the  gentleman, 
and  shall  expect  him  to  answer  that  too. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  will  answer  as  many  as  the 
gentleman  chooses  to  put  to  me,  if  he  will  only 
allow  me  an  opportunity  of  answering  them  fully. 
Some  gentlemen  never  answer  any  questions  I  put 
to  them,  but  1  challenge  the  propounding  of  ques- 
tions from  any  adversary. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  honorable  Senator  in  his 
speech  referred  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Convention.  I  wish  to  ask  him  a  question, 
ana  I  do  not  wish  a  disquisition  in  reply.  I  ob- 
serve that  the  Mississippi  Convention  have  resolved 
that  there  is  no  other  remedy  for  abuse  oT  the  Con- 
stitution but  revolutionary  resistance;  that  there  is 
no  right  in  any  one  of  the  members  of  the  Confed- 
eracy to  resist  the  Government  and  form  a  new 
'  government  except  they  incur  the  penalties  of 
treason  and  rebellion  against  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. The  eentleman  has  chosen  to  denounce, 
in  no  measured  language,  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina. Now,  I  think  he  will  find  himself  in  a  di- 
lemma from  which  he  cannot  escape  if  he  ipswer 
the  question  I  now  propound.  The  Mississippi 
Convention  has  saidf  that  for  an  interference  with 
slavery  in  the  States — interference  with  the  com- 
merce in  slaves  between  States-— the  aboUtion  of 
slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia — the  repeal 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law — the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  Territories,  would  constitute  a  eround  for 
the  dissolution  of  their  connection  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government;  and  that  for  these  causes  which 
thty  have  assigned,  they  would  dis»olv«  by  rero- 
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lutionary  resistance  their  connection  wHh  thi 
Government.  Now,  the  gentleman  must  be  pl&C4 
in  this  situation:  Suppose  Mississippi,  for  any 
these  causes,  or  all  of  them,  should  aetemiine  upo» 
quitting  this  Union,  or  assume  a  position  in  whicbj 
her  connectiop  could  no  longer  be  continued,  &iMij 
the  gentleman  was  called  upon  to  take  sides  w^ithj 
Mississippi  or  the  Federal  Government,  whiclij 
would  he  prefer  ?  < 

Mr.  FOOTE.   I  shall  reply  in  due  season  if  th#{ 
gentleman  will  give  me  an  opportunity,  but  io  the; 
first  place  I  must  tell  him  that  I  consider  it  insuit-j 
ing  to  the  State  which  I  r^resenthere,  which  ha«^ 
always  proved  true  to  the  Constitution,  to  put  Ixev 
in  any  such  predicament  as  tlmt  described.   Never^ 
will  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  my  opinion,  be  in 
such  a  position  as  to  call  on  any  of  her  sone  to 
make  war  upon  the  Federal  Government;   and 
when  she  shall  do  so,  I  shall  deUberate  the  question 
and  decide  according  to  my  sense  of  propriety.    I 
acknowledge  my  respect,  my  profound  respect, 
for  what  I  deem  the  supremesaw  of  the  land,  and 
those  who  do  not,  in  my  opinion  are  traitora 
wherever  found.      • 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Well,  then,  the  gentleman,  in 
a  contest  between  Mississippi  and  the  Federal 
Government,  would  consider  himself  a  traitpr  if  he 
were  to  fight  against  th^  Federal  banner* 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  gentleman  may  make  his 
own  commentary;  1  shall  state  my  views  in  fuH 
hereafter. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    Mississippi  here  meant  some- 
thing or  she  meant  nothing.    If  these  causes  were 
appended  to  thegentleman*sresolution,lpresoma 
he  would  go  foV  them  or  against  them.     What  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  of  which  he  wpsaks  ? 
I  say  the  settled  doctrine  of  Vimnia,  North  Car- 
ohna.  South  Carolina,  and  I  believe  of  'Georgia 
and  of  Alabama,  would  be,  that  this  is  a  confed- 
eracy of  sovereign  States,  and  not  a  consolidated 
Government,  which  has  the  exclusive  right  to  de- 
cide upon  the  duty  of  its  members.    I  know  thers 
are  questions  of  perplexity,  and  the  gentleman 
might  take  time  to  consider;  but  I  know  where 
my  allegiance  will  be  in  a  contest  of  that  kind.   I 
would  not  stop  to  chop  logic  on  the  construction 
of  papers  when  my  hearth  and  fireside  are  invaded 
and  I  am  called  upon  to  defend  them.  If  my  blood 
is. to  be  spilt  in  a  contest  between  my  State  and 
the  Federal  Government,  I  would  not  take  time  to 
deUberate,  as  the  gentleman  says  he  would,  where 
my  allegiance  was  due.    The  impulse  of  ray  heart, 
and  the  dictates  of  a  judgment  long  and  deliber- 
ately formed,  would  mark  out  mv  path  of  duty. 

Another  of  the  topics  upon  which  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  dwelt.  He  said  he  would  never 
consent  to  have  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit«i 
States  amended — he  said  he  wanted  no  amendnnent 
to  the  Constitution  of  Washington.  Why,  sir,  the 
Constitution  itself,  with  the  wisdom  tnat  char- 
acterized its  orifi;inal  oiganization,  provides  for 
amendments.  My  deliberate  opinion  is,  that  if 
amendments  had  been  made  to  answer  the  exig^- 
cies  and  progressive  development  of  this  country« 
we  woula  have  been  a  happy  Confederation  of  Re- 
publics, under  a  union  having  satisfactory  guaran- 
tees for  the  rights  and  interests  of  all;  but,  instead  of 
amending  it  according  to  the  original  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  we  have  now  got  to  a  time  when 
it  is  declared  that  it  shall  never  be  amended.  And  I 
would  say  to  the  gentleman  frankly,  that  I  can  see 
no  occasion -why  he  should  wish  it  amended.  He 
has  not  said  that  he  is  in  favor  of  a  consolidated 
government,  but  he  has  maintained  that  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Constitution,  in  all  the  difficulties 
which  may  be  involved,  may  be  overcome  by 
compromises — the  compromises  of  the  majority; 
and  if  the  gentleman  chooses  always  to  act  with  tne 
majority,  he  has  no  occasion  for  amendments. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Does  the  g:ent]eman  undertake 
to  charge  me  with  having  said,  at  any  time,  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  could,  in  my 
opinion,  be  put  down  by  compromises? 

Mr.  BUTLER.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  That  is  the  way  the  gentleman 's 
remarks  will  be  underatood.  I  stated'  the  other 
day,  that  one  of  two  reasons  why  I  supported  the 
compromise  was,  that  it  was  not  only  constitutional 
in  itself,  but  tnat  none  of  the  constitutional  law- 
yen  of  this  body  had  attempted  to  make  an  elab- 
orate argument  to  this  when  they  were  challenged 
to  attempt  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  say  /that  as  long  as  the  ma- 
jority can  make  thess  oompr»miaes  or  give  con- 
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fecmctioiM  to  the  Constitution,  it  wiU  ifot  be  amend- 
ed, mad  the  gentleman  te  emphatically  a  majority 
nan.  I  did  Bot  aay  that  tne  gentleman  would 
■jree  to  what  he  reearded  aa  a  palpable  violation  ot 
the  Omatltution,  but  I  said  'tne  tendency  of  this 
■tfde  of  treating  the  Constitution  was  to  have 
these  excrescences  in  the  form  of  compromises  to 

E'  re  It  a  validity  which  it  would  not  otherwise 
re.     I  think  we  ought  to  meet  the  crisis  and 
piovide  a  remedy. 

The  gentleman  says  that  I  have  proposed  no 
■ifndmrnr  True,  I  have  proposed  none,  but 
tbere  are  amendments  which  I  wiU  vote  for.  When 
die  Fedeiai  Constitution  was  under  consideration 
m  Fluladeiphia»  it  was  proposed  that  no  measure 
itf  I  fiiiR'  the  regulation  of  commerce,  or  the  dis- 
buscment  of  the  public  money,  should  pass  with- 
«ta  vote  of  two  thirds*,  and  I  tell  the  gentleman 
dttft  I  would  now  vote  for  such  a  provision.  If  an 
■awdmeot  was  proposed  to  afford  newguaiantees 
is  d»e  aiayeholding  mterest,  requiring  Congress  to 
^e  governments  to  Territories,  without  restric- 
mm.  mm  to  slavery,  I  should  vote  for  it.  If  I  were 
to  consult  the  security  of  this  Government,  I 
TDofal  vote  for  amendments  that  would  give  en- 
tSicveable  guarantees  to  the  minority,  and  not  leave 
the  SM^rity  to  fritter  it  away  by  construction,  or 
it  bv  compromise^  There  are  many  sahi- 
idments  that  mi^ht  be  f>ropo8ed. 
connection  with  this  subject — and  I  say  it 
io  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  more  in  sorrow 
in  anger, — I  wish  he  haJ  not  thought  proper 
'■de,  as  he  did>  with  rather  a  sneer,  to  the 
•f  my  h&te  distinguished  colleague,  and  to  de- 
t  the  proposition  contained  in  that  book  in 
which  evidently  showed  that  it  was  under 
B  <^  hi*  censure.  I  was  not  pr^Mired  for 
I  hare  not  read  Mr.  Calhoun's  book.  His 
rj  is  not  committed  to  me,  neither  are  the 
of  his  great  intellect  committed  to  me.  I 
noC  be  able  to  take  care  of  them;  but  the 
we  coald  have  expected  of  those  who  often 
id  with  and  admired  that  distinguished  man 
Ibai  we  should  not  assail  him  before  the 
1,  and  the  Parliament  of  the  nation,  where 
n  himself  had  bo  many,  and  seeming 
IS  with  him. 

The  gentleman  does  not  charge 
^  ^fiA  ever  having  agreed  with  Mr.  Calhoun 
AMiUie  Constitution  should  be  amended,  so  as  to 
Mii,Kiilfli)ins1  constitutional  guarantees  to  tlfe 
Ivtfkl    1  protested  against  that  during  his  hfe. 
'LER.     I  did  not  say  that. 
fPOTE.    What  did  the  gentleman  say? 
I  said  that  the  gentleman  fre- 
with,  and  was  a  great  admirer  of, 
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,  Tin  his  seat.)   On  some  questions 
with  nim,  but  on  most  I  did  not. 
DENT.    The  conversation  must 
m  that  way.    The  Senator  is  always  at 
Isnttke  an  explanation,  with  the  consent 
{■■tU  1 1  III  II  having  the  floor,  but  he  is  not  at 
_  ae  sH  in  his  chaur  to  make  comments  while 
bipeskf  r  isgping  on. 

Jfe  FOOTE.  I  understand  my  duty  as  well 
rSs  Chair  can  inform  me. 
Mr.' BUTLER.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  m- 
las  been  done,  perhaps  unintentionally,  to 
distinguished  colleague;  and  perhaps  some 
correspondents  may  make  out  of  it 
tributary  to  the  state  of  the  public  mind, 
owever,  that  the  book  is  not  in  danger 
L  commentaries,  or  ady  that  can  be  made 
_  it  by  the  Senator.  They  will  not  add  to 
ttkm  mm  its  merits.  They  may,  it  is  true, 
'  *  le  impressions,  for  the  time,  upon  super- 
ds»  who  look  not  into  the  book  itself;  but 
who  are  capable  of  appreciating  it,  and  seek 
the  troth,  aoll  read  for  themselves,  and  form 
cnlv^tened  and  honest  judgment.  It  is  not  true, 
ihtfionorafate  Senator  has  said,  thatMr.  Calhoun 
t  there  diould  be  two  Executives  with  the 
powers.  He  is  a  historian,  and  he  knows 
well  that  there  were  two  Consuls  in  Rome, 
a  Tribune  to  control  them .  By  a  partition  of 
ar'y  and  such  control  of  it  by  the  tribunitial  veto 
m  oeosion,  the  Roman  Republic  moved  on  with 
«Mt<MMid  aosTgy.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Calhoun 
ivl^vcr^  weft  have  entertained  the  idea  that  two 
HwMfnti  misht  be  very  well:  one  perhaps  having 
Jaiitdiction  ornH^ign  and  the  other  of  domestic 
sSuBiy  or  some  Mch  psrtition  of  duties.  I  presume 
ht  Inlwiftd  tlikt  sMtih  diould  he  independent  in  his 


own  sphere,  and  that  no  law  should  be  passed 
without  the  concurrence  of  both.  I  am  very  sure 
that  such  a  proposition  as  that,  if  ingrafted  on 
the  Constitution,  might  give  it  a  better  operation 
than  it  now  has  upder  the  combination  of  interest 
and  numbers.    I  do  not  undertake  to  be  the  ex- 

f sunder  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  views,  nor  do  I  say  that 
am  prepared  to  adopt  them .  I  am  sure  the  gen  tle- 
mvi  nas  nq^  done  justice  to  them.  I  do  not  enter 
into  the  views  of  Mr.  Calhoun;  for  he  never 
mentioned  the  subject  to  me  in  his  lifetime,  and  I 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity,  and  I  regret  it, 
to  read  ftis  book.  I  only  noticed  the  remark  of 
the  gentlenian,  in  passing,  with  a  view  to  show 
that  in  some  respects  his  interpretation  of  the 
book  might  not  be  the  interpretation  of  everybody. 
There  are  other  minds  besides  his  to  look  at  tne 
subject;  and  when  a  great  work  of  the  kind  is  to 
be  measured,  it  must  be  measured  by  an  enlight- 
ened public  opinion  afler  full  discussion  upon  the 
subject. 

Sir,  I  have  touched  upon  these  things  with  re- 
gret. The  Senator  from  Mississippi  is  in  favor  of 
the  compromise;  and  he  denounces,  in  no  meas- 
ured terms;  all  those  opposed  to  it;  not  that  the 
gentleman  seems  to  be  ^vemed  by  unkind  feel- 
ings to  many  embraced  m  the  sweep  of  his  cen- 
sure. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  have  here,  elsewhere,  and 
everywhere,  wherever  I  have  attempted  to  speak 
of  the  struggle  which  occurred  in  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  questions  con- 
tained m  the  plan  of  compromise,  said,  uniformly 
and  emphatically,  that,  so  far  as  the  conduct  of 
Senators  and  Itepresentatives  was  concerned  in 
that  struggle,  I  had  no  censures  whatever  to  be- 
stow; nor  that  I  wished  them  to  be  censured  in 
any  shape  or  form  by  any  patriotic  man  in  the 
country.  The  President  of  this  body  knows  what 
my  views  on  this  subject  were,  for  we  have  talked 
together.  All-  that  1  have  said  was,  that  now. 
When  these  measures  have  become  the  law  of  the 
land;  now  that  the  great  experiment  of  compro- 
mise was  in  course  of  trial,  I  did  conceive  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  all  parties »  North  and  South,  to 
make  a  fair  experiment  of  Uiose  measures,  and  not 
to  engage  in  violent  agitations  against  any  feature 
of  them.  I  have  simply  condemned  all  att^pts 
at  the  North,  or  at  the  l^uth,at  this  time,  to  break 
up  tlie  compromise.  But  I  have  never  undertaken 
to  condemn  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  for  decent, 
zealous,  patriotic  opposition  to  any  of  the  meas- 
ures of  adjustment  which  they  themselves  disap- 
proved at  ihe  time.  This  is,  and  always  has  been, 
my  attitude  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  That  may  be;  but  the  gentle- 
man knows  as  well  as  any  one  here,  that  no  one 
had  greater  influence — ^perhaps  I  may  say  that  he 
had  uncommon  influence — in  getting  up  the  South- 
em  Address;  he  was  the  prime  mover  of  it. 
And  1  think  the  gentleman  must,  to  some  extent, 
assume  the  responsibility  of  the  Nashville  Con- 
vention. I  say  that,  after  the  position  which  that 
gentleman  has  occupied,  justice,  if  not  generosity, 
requires  that  he  should  at  least  look  to  the  mo- 
tives, which  I  hope  he  will,  of  other  persons  who 
are  disposed  to  stand  up  to  the  propositions  which 
they  avowed  at  the  time  in  the  Southern  Address. 
I  supposed  it  was  a  matter  of  historical  interest 
to  the  gentleman.  And  now  I  will  say  here,  for 
the  first  time,  what  I  have  heretofore  said  tor  my 
friends,  that  the  Nashville  Convention  was  prema* 
ture.  My  friends  know  that  this  was  my  opinion. 
If  there  is  one  gentleman  in  this  hall  wno  has 
contributed  fuel  to  the  fires  of  Southern  resistance 
and  indignation,  the  honorable  Senator  has  fed 
them  as  freely  as  any  other.  I  am  not  now  making 
any  accusations  a^^ainst  him  for  mere  change  of 
opinion  and  position.  I  have  said  nothing  at 
aU,  nor  will  I  say  anythin^^  in  reference  to  a  man's 
course,  when  he  changes  it;  but  when  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  thought  proper  to  speak  of  South 
Carolina,  and  allude  to  her  internal  contests,  the 
least,  in  my  opinion,  that  delicacy  or  propriety 
could  require  of  him,  was  to  forbear  unkina  allu- 
sions to  her  course,  and  especially  to  abstain 
from  availing  of  his  own  change  of  doctrine  and 
position  to  give  point  to  those  allusions.  The 
mass  of  those  who,  in  South  Carolina,  were  for 
putting  her  in  advance  of  what  I  regarded  the 
position  she  should  occupy^  are  persons  whose 
motives  and  designs  would  place  them  before  the 
tribunal  of  history  in  a  point  of  view  far  above 
reach  of  the  gentleman's  iirrow.    They  art  as 


high  in  spirit,  as  pure  in  motive,  and  would  be  as- 
brave  in  action,  as  any  men  who  ever  adorned 
the  pages  of  history.  I  difliered  from  friends  in 
South  Carolina;  but  here,  I  cannot  allow  that 
diflerence  to  prevent  my  doin^  them  justice,  if 
they  required  it  at  my  hands. 
Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.    If  the  honorable 

gentleman  had  read  my  speeeh  as  reported,  or  if 
e  distinctly  recollected  wnat  I  said  the  other  day, 
he  would  certainly  find  himself  effectually  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  making^  the  remarks  which 
he  has  just  made.  I  stated  distinctly  that  I  enter- 
tained a  hi^  respect  for  the  people  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  I  expressed  the  hiffh  gratification 
which  I  felt,  that  the  real  people  of  South  Carolina 
had  come  nobly  to  the  rescue  of  the  honor  of  the 
State  in  th^contesf  lately  in  progress  there  between 
them  and  certain  dema^gues.  I  hoped  that  the 
people  there,  under  the  lead  of  the  honorable  gen* 
tleman  and  such  as  he,  would  vanquish  the  dema- 
goffues  in  that  struggle.  That  is  what  I  said. 
1  did  not  denounce  the  Legislature  of  South  Caro- 
lina. I  did  not  denounce  any  organized  body  of 
men  there.  Legislature  or  Convention.  If  I  have 
any  particular  sentiments  unfavorable  to  such 
bodies,  I  withheld  them;  but  I  did  denounce,  and  I 
shall  continue  to  denounce,  an^  man  or  set  of  men 
in  South  Carolina,  who  dared  to  urge  the  people 
of  that  State  to  atmck  the  forts  of  the  United  States 
within  her  limits — to  mak^war  upon  the  General 
Gk>vemment — and  who  dared  to  say,  perverting 
the  language  of  the  immortal  Henry,  **  I  say  we« 
must  fight."  I  did  denounce  such  persons,  and 
not  those  who  were  inclined  to  arm  the  State  for 
her  own  defence  against  the  General  Government, 
in  the  event  of  an  unjust  attack  neither  menaced 
nor  expected.  I  did  denounce  persons  who,  as  I 
am  prepared  to  prove  by  their  speeches,  attempted, 
without  any  agression  on  the  part  of  the  General 
GK>vemment,  to  inche  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
to  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Gk>vemment. 
These  are  the  men  that  I  denounced,  and  I  am  re* 
sponsible  here  and  elsewhere,  for  the  strongest  lan- 

fuage  used  in  decrial  of  them.  I  shalialways 
eery  them. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  If  I  had  not  been  interrupted 
I  should  have  ^one  on  and  stated,  perhaps,  what 
the  gentleman  couM  not  have  taken  exception  to, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  have  not  said  any- 
thing in  a  personal  point  of  view,  but  I  must  ao 
my  duty  to  others. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  gentleman  chooses  to  de- 
fend such  men,  he  can  do  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  South  Carolina,  in  her  first 
resolutions  of  1848,  proposed  nothinr  but  codp- 
tration  with  the  other  States.  In  1849,  in  tne 
mildest  terms,  she  proposed  the  same  thing.  In 
1850—1  say  it  upon  my  responsibility  in  this  Cham- 
ber— she  called  her  convention  in  reference  to  a 
course  projected  and  intimated  by  the  State  of 
Mississippi.  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  that.  Is  it 
just  that  any  reproach  should  attach  to  her  from  a 
representative  of  Mississippi? 

There  were  many  thingps  well  calculated  to  ag- 
gravate the  popular  exciUment  and  indignation  at 
tne  course  of  the  General^  Government.  Whilst 
the  people  were  deliberating  on  their  condition, 
and  the  course  the  State  riiould  pursue,  the  Ad- 
ministration showed  both  a  want  of  wisdom  and 
decency.  For  what  purpose  some  troops  were 
sent  to  the  forts  in  Charleston  is  not  distinctly  un- 
derstood. The  effiict  was  to  arm  aU  parties  with 
a  determination  to  resent  the  insultin?  demonstra- 
tion ;  and  it  was  difficult  for  her  public  men  to  re- 
strain excitement  and  contiYtl  consequences.  That 
movement  has  left  an  abiding  impression  on  the 
public  mind.  There  was  not  the  slightest  occa- 
sion for  troops,  and  if  one  drop  of  blood  had  been 
shed,  there  would  have  been  a  civil  war  that  would 
have  put  the  questions  now  in  <)ebate  under  the 
aihitreroent  of  the  sword.  The  gentleman  might 
hav^  found  it  a  difficult  task  to  have  found  enough 
constables  to  hang  the  traitors.  He  would  have 
been  consumed  in  his  own  State  if  he  had  made 
a  demonstration  against  South  Carolina.  The 
issue  would  have  been  far  above  party  strife  or 
rhetorical  display. 

I  cannot  go  finther  into  this  subject,  except  to 
express  my  opinion  that  injustice  has  been  done 
io  those  of  South  Carolina  who  have^  atteinpted 
to  conform  to  the  suggestions  of  Mississippi ;  not 
altogether  under  the  counsels  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  but  yielding  very  much  to  influence  which 
his  counsds  and  those  of  others  had.    Therefore 
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I  think  auch*  an  alluuion  as  he  made  was  entirely 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  will  not  now 
ask  the  gentleman  to  allow  me  to  explain,  because 
I  have  interrupted  him  so  often.  Yet,  if  it  would 
make  no  difference  to  him,  I  would  ep  on  now  to 
explain  the  attitude  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  gentleman  is  at  liberty  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  shal)  explain  more  fully  here- 
after. I  wish  now  simply  to  protest  against  what 
the  gentleman  has  said  m  regard  to  the  course  and 
attitude  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It  is  true  I 
signcMd  the  Southern  Address;  and  I  now  approve 
every  word  contained  therein.  It  is  true,  I  did 
forward  a  letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun  to  my  own 
State  which  proposed  the  holding  of  th^Nashville 
Convention,  ana  which  marked  out  to  some  extent 
the  then  expected  wtodus  operandi  of  that  body.  It 
is  true,  also,  as  1  have  heretofore  asserted,  that  not 
one  single  word  is  contained  in  that  Southern  Ad- 
dress or  in  Mr.  Calhoun's  letter  which  recom- 
mends secession,  or  intimates  that  there  should  be 
any  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  The  State 
of  Mississippi  was  willing  to  meet,  in  a  proper 
manner  and  h  truly  patriotic  spirit,  the  citizens  of 
the  rest  of  the  slaveholding  States  of  this  Union  in 
the  Nashville  Convention,  for  Uie  purpose  of  fra- 
ternal consultation,  in  regard  to  the  means  most 
proper  to  be  adopted  f»r  guarding  against  certain 
dangers  with  which  we  were  then  menaced — one 
.of  which  was  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  another  of  which  was  the  at- 
tempt to  impose  the  Wilmot  proviso.  I  will  not 
reiterate  all  the  measures  with  which  we  had  been 
then  menaced  for  some  years,  and  to  which  the 
Southern  Address,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
called  the  attention  of  the  South;  to  guard  against 
which  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under  advice  re- 
ceived from  South  Carolina  through  me,  in  the 
manner  I  have  described,  was  willing  to  send  del- 
cu^tes  to  a  Southern  Convention.  I  will  add, 
though,  that  it  was  doubtless  one  of  our  objects  in 
this  movement,  to  secure  our  long-withheld  ri^ht 
to  an  efficient  congressional  enactment  providing 
for  the  recapture  and  restoration  of  fugitives  from 
service.  But  I  reiterate,  that  we  did  not  commit 
ourselves  to  secession,  ner  did  we  insist  on  amend- 
ing the  Federal  Constitution. 

1  will  say  further  to  the  honorable  gentleman, 
that  the  State  of  Mississippi,  as  she  was  justified 
in  doing,  come  to  the  conclusion,  gravely  and  de- 
liberately— and  I  believe  all  dispassionate  men  will 
admit  tliat  she  acted  wisely  in  coming  to  that  con- 
clusion— that  the  plan  of  compromise  effectually 
guarded  against  every  single  danger  with  which 
the  South  had  been  ante^ently  menaced,  and 
secured  to  her  the  fugitive  slave  law,  to  which  she 
was  entitled  by  the  Constitution,  in  addition,  to- 
gether with  certain  other  incidental  advantages, 
some- of  which  I  endeavored  to  point  out  the 
other  day.  Now  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  the  compromise  has  operated 
in  a  manner  so  comprehensively  beneficial,  how 
can  it  be  contended  that  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, when  she  undertook,  without  just  reason,  to 
manifest  dissatisfaction  with  the  acts  of  adjustment, 
and  proposed  a  Southern  Congress  for  the  purpose 
of  arraying  the  Southern  States  against  them,  was 
led  into  tmit  attitude  by  the  State  of  Mississippi? 
1  have  heard  that  said  before,  and  I  have  denied 
it.  Had  the  wise  monitions  of  the  parent  Con- 
vention of  Mississippi  been  adopted  by  the  Nash- 
ville Convention,  tlie  South  would  have  had  no 
further  trouble.  I  believe  this  advice  would  have 
been  adopted  and  acted  upon,  but  for  certain  in- 
triguing politicians,  who  attempted,  in  my  opinion, 
in  bad  faith — of  which  I  shall  give  the  proofs  here- 
afler-— to  wield  the  machinery  of  the  National  Con- 
vention, fotten  up  for  very  dififerent  purposes,  for 
the  pverthrow  of  the  Union;  a  very  ingenious  plan 
having  been  adopted,  under  the  advice  of  certain 
persons  who  have  openly  avowed  themselves  sub- 
seouently  to  have  been  secret  disunionists  in  heart 
ana  design  at  that  time,  in  demanding  terms  of 
settlement  so  extrava^nt  and  uivreasonable  as  to 
make  all  hope  of  their  ultimate  adoption  utterly 
absurd. 

One  of  the  leaders  of  South  Carolina,  a  gentle- 
man who  is  reputed  to  be  the  author  of  the  Nash- 
ville Address,  declared,  as  I  well  recollect,  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  Charleston,  immediately  after 
his  return  from  the  Nashville  Convention,  that  he 
had  entertained  no  expectation  whea  the  celebrated 


demand  of  36^  30'  was  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Convention,  that  it  would  be  acceded  to;  but  that 
he,  for  many  years  past,  had  been  tired  of  the 
Union  and  anxious  to  broJc  it  up,  and  expected, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Nashville  Convention, 
and  by  demanding  terms  of  adjustment  which 
would  not  be  accMed  to  by  Conn'ess  and  the 
Northern  States,  to  accomplish  his  long-cherished 
objeet.  This  noted  avowal,  I  say,  was  made  in 
Charleston  afUr  the  session  of  the  Contention  had 
drawn  to  a  close;  but  that  gentleman  cannot  deny 
that  he  had  been  quite  particular  in  not  declaring 
such  views  and  objects  in  the  Nashville  Conven- 
tion. All  will  perceive  from  this  statement  that 
the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Butler]  has  entirely 
misunderstood  the  true  position  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  I  hope  not  hereafter  to  hear  her 
accused  of  being  instigated  by  any  portion  of  the 
extravagant  movements  of  certain  factionists  in 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  only  said  that  South 
Carolina,  to  some  extent,  shaped  her  course  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  marked  out  by  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. The  Senator  has  made  allusious  which 
cannot  be  mistaken.  I  must,  therefore,  in  Justice 
to  my  colleague,  yield  the  floor,  to  aHow  him  an 
opportunity  of  speaking,  although  there  is  much 
more  whicn  I  would  have  said,  but  for  the  frequent 
interruptions  with  which  the  course  of  my  remarks 
has  been  broken  in  upon,  and  the  allusions  to  my 
colleague  which  it  is  out  justice  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  notice. 

Mr.  RHETT  next  addressed  the  Senate  until 
past  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  when,  without 
finishing,  he  yielded  the  floor,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  15, 1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  Journal  ofThursday  was  read  and  appro  ved . 

Mr.  SraATTON  was  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to 
fill  ihe  vacancy  in  the  Committee  of  EUections,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Diinbt,  wlio  was  excused  from 
service  on  said  committee. 

Mr.  CuLLOM,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Mississippi,  appeared,  v^ere  qualified  by  taking 
the  usual  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and 
took  their  seats. 

LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing the  passage  by  that  body  of  **  A  joint 
resolution  of  welcom^  to  Louis  KossutK. " 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  President  for  information. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  Is  it  in  order  now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
consider  the  resolution  from  the  Senate? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  from  Vir- 
ginia  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Robinion,]  that  I  have  no  intention 
of  beinff  in  the  way  of  the  resolution  concerning 
Kossuth.  My  resolution  is  simply  one  asking 
important  information  from  the  President;  and  to 
which  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection. 

IMPRiaONMRNT  OF  MR.  THRASHER. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  wai 
reported  to  the  House,  as  follows: 

RcMlMrf,  Thst  the  PrMldent  Af  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested, so  fiu*  as  in  his  Jodfment  nunr  be  compntibto  with  the 
public  interest,  tn  communieate  to  die  House  anv  informm- 
tion  in  possessinn  of  the  Executive  respecting  the  imiKis- 
onment,  trial,  and  sentence  of  John  8.  Thrasher,  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  and  to  his  right  lo  claim  the  protection 
of  the  Oovtnunent,  as  a  native-boni  citixen  of  the  United 
Stales. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

WELCOME  TO  LOUtS  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  now  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  takine  up  tne  reso- 
lution of  welcome  to  Kossuth.  I  Snah  also  ask 
that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules 
iifere  suspended. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  first  and  sec- 
ond times  by  its  title. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  now  move  that  the  reso- 
lution be  put  upon  its  passage;  and  upon  that 
motion  I  ask  the  previous  qdestion. 


Cries  of  **  Read  the  resolution." 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

A  Joint  Resolotion  of  welcome  to  Louis  KossaUi. 
JUMlved,  That  Congress,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  tb« 
people  of  the  United  States,  give  to  Louis  Kossuth  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  the  capita!  and  the  country ;  and  that  a  copjr 
of  this  resolotion  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Preatdent  of 
the  United  States. 


The  question  now  being  upon  ordering  the 
olution  to  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  ROBINSON  called  for  the  previous  qu 
tion. 

Cries  of  *«  That's  right!"  "  Let's  hare  the  pre- 
vious question!" 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered;  and  being  put,  wa« 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  now  being,  "  Shall  the  resolution 
pass?" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  thaprevious  ques- 
tions^ which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  qustion 
was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  yeas  and 
navs  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  which  were 
oraered;  ana  being  taken,  were — ^yeas  181,  nays 
16;  as  follows:  * 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Charles  Allen,  Willis  ADen, 
Allison,  Andrews,  Jo^  Appleton.  William  Appleton,  Bab- 
cock,  Bartlett,  Barrere,DavldJ.  Bailey,  Thomas H.  nayly, 
Beale,  Bell.  Bennett,  Bibifhans.  Bocock,  Bowne,  John  H. 
Boyd,  Brecaenridfe.  Brenton.  Brtegs,  Brooks.  Buell.  Bur- 
rows. Busby.  Joseph  Cable,  LewS^  D.  Campbell,  Tnomp- 
son  CampbeU.  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Chas- 
taln,  Clark,  Cleveland.  Clingman,  Cobb,  Conger,  Cullora, 
Curtis,  Daniel,  Cieo.  T.  Davto,  J.  O.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dtm- 
mick,  Disney,  Dockery,  Doty,  Dunham,  Durkee.  EasKiian, 
Edmundson,  Edferton,  Evans,  Faulkner.  PiokUn,  Pitch, 
Florence,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thotnas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord.  Genliy,  Giddinip,  O«od«now, 
Gorman,  Grey,  Grow.  Hail,  Uamdion,  Hammond,  Harper, 
Sampson  W.  Harris.  Hart,  Haws,  Hascall,  Haven.  Hebard, 
Henaricks.  Henn.  Hibbard.  Hillyer,  Horsfbrd,  Houston, 
Howard,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Hunier,  In- 
ffersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Johu  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  J. 
Olancy  Jones.  Geo.  G.  King,  Preston  lung,  Kuhns,  Knits, 
Landnr,  Letcher,  Lockbart.  Mace,  Mann,  Edward  C.  Mar- 
shall, Humphrey  Marshall,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McLana- 
han,  McMullin,  McNair,  McQueen,  Meaeham,  Meade, 
Miller,  Miner,  Mokwy,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John  Mooes,  Mor- 
rison, Murphy,  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  CNds,  OoUaw, 
Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Pen- 
niman,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Porter,  Price,  Rantonl,  Richard- 
son, Bobbins,  Robie,  RoMnson,  Boss,  Sackett,  8<4ieraMr- 
horn,  Schoonmaker,  Scudder.  David  L.  Seymour,  Origctt 
8.  Seymour.  Skelton,  Smart,  Smith.  Snow,  Be^^unln  Sina- 
tcm,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  U.  Btanton,  Abr*m  P. 
Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Birother,  Stnart,  Sutherland, 
Sweetser,  Taylor,  Bet^amin  Thompson.  Geo.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston, Townsbend,  Tuck,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward, 
Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alex- 
anderijWhite.  WUcox,  WUdrick,  and  Tates— 181. 

NATS — ^Mesam.  Abercrombie,  Averett,  Bran,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Caldwell.  Isham  G.  Harris,  Holladay,  James  Jolm- 
son,  George  W.  Jones,  Martin,  Morehead,  Samge,  Seuny, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 16. 

So  the  resolution  passed. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution,  though 
with  great  reluctance.    [Qreat  laughter.] 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  upon  the  title  of 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  SMITH,  i  rose  for  the  same  purpose.  I 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken,  by  which 
the  title  of  the  resolution  waff  adopted,  and  I  aak 
if  upon  that  motion  1  cannot  submit  a  few  remarks 
on  the  merits  of  the  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  upon  that  question 
must  be  confined  to  the  merits  of  the  title  of  the 
resolution,  and  the  reasona.for  its  reconsideration. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  there  ^ was  a 
division  upon  the  question  of  adopting  the  title  * 
If  there  was  no  division,  then  I  have  no  question 
to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.    There  was  no  division. 

Mr.  RICHAJ^DSON.  Then  I  have  no  ques- 
tion  to  make. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  title 
of  the  resolution  and  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  object  to  the  reading  of  the 
resolution.  That  is  not  now  under  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  for  the  House 
to  order  the  reading  of  the  resolution.  "The  quee- 
tion,  therefore,  is,  Shall  the  resolution  be  reaa? 
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[Loud  criea  of  "  No!"  1«  Nol*' and  "Yes!" 
from  allparts  of  the  Hal].] 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  that  the 
lenUemAn  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  has  the 
lidtt  to  demand  that  the  resolution  shall  be  read. 
If  be  has  the  right  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
tide,  and  its  pertinency  to  the  resolution,  I  desire 
to  know  how  he  can  show  its  pertinency  without 
^ring  the  resolution  read  ? 

Mr.  SftflTH.  If  the  House  will  but  Usten  to 
me  for  two  minutes 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object. 

ICriea  of  "  Htor  him  !"••  Hear  him !"  and  great 
erafesion  in  the  Hall.l 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
ham*  [Mr.  Smith]  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  will 
proceed.    

Mr.  SMITH.  The  notice  which  I  gave  the  other 
4iy  of  resolutions  I  intended  to  introduce  into  this 
HoBse,  has  placed  me  in  a  most  extraordinary 
psMiion  before  the  country,  and  hasVendered  it 
auiLwajy  for  me  to  make  some  explanation  as  to 
dMsr  object  and  the  reason  for  their  introduction. 
ThtA  is  my  only  object  for  now  asking  the  indul- 
gaee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  ietaeto  know  of  the  Chair  if  the  gentleman  is 
pioocding  in  order? 

[Cries  of  '<  Don't  mtemipt  him!"  *<  Let'sJiear 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opmion  that 
ibe  gCDtlmnaD  is  in  order.  The  Chair  cannot  an- 
fiopMe  what  application  the  gentleman  intends  to 
fuSu  wHh  his  remarks. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  from 
^j*""^  rises  to  explain.  Now,  since  I  have 
htm  m.  member  of  this  House,  the  privilege  of  per- 
vad  explanation  has  not  been  reniaed  once,  and 
Ihfp^h  wiU  not  be  refused  to  the  gentleman  from 


flasmal  Members.    Certainly  not. 
M*.  CA  RTTER.    It  is  not  my  desire  to  object 
toAsgmtksnan's  making  a  personal  explanation, 

lit  0PBAKER.    The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 

Atgislkuiftn  from  Alabama  has  not  transgressed 

ftswisi  of  legitimate  debate. 

lie  CARTTER.    But  I  understand  that  the 

MliMn^  intention  is,  to  discuss  the  merits  of 

sttMAMiofTi  itself.    He  has  the  laght  only  to 

HvffSAKER.    The  Chair  cannot  teU  what 
the  gentlenmn  will  make  of  his  re- 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  will  pro- 


Ife  SMITH.  I  merely  wish  to  explain  my 
pNttDiL  If  the  House  will  indulge  me,  I  will  get 
m^gh  in  the  time  which  gentlemen  will  consume 
vitk  thf^  interruptions.  I  believe  I  have  the 
i%ht  to  address  the  House  upon  this  question, 
ftM  I  also  ask  it  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  I  desire 
tOflhow,  that  at  the  time  I  ^ve  notice  of  my  in- 
leBiioD  to  o^er  these  resolutions,  there  were  really 
gasads  upon  which  they  were  properly  based. 
Wdl,  sir,  1  cannot  get  at  this  without  ^ing  to 
sasM  extent  into  the  merits  of  the  resolution  just 
■dooledy  and  also,  to  Some  extent,  into  the  merits 
of  Oewhole  Kossuth  question.  I  do  not  say  that 
1  have  that  rig^t. 

Ths  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  gentle- 
Boa  from  Alabama  will  allow  the  Chair  to  say, 
thritlie  has  not  now  the  right  to  discuss  the  reso- 
Islioas  of  which  he  gave  notice  the  other  day, 
wilwB  the  House  grant  him  leave;  neither  is  it  in 
Older  to  discuss  the  main  body  of  the  resolution, 
except  te  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  whether 
the  title  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
propounding  this  interro^tory  to  the  Cnair:  I 
Qcsire  to  know  whether  it  is  in  order  to  move  that 
tSte  giend«nan  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Smith]  have 
leave  to  explaio? 

11hs8PEAKER.  Il  is  competent  for  the  House 
10  grant  Isave,  if  the  rules  are  suspended  for  that 

ltr»  MeMULLIN.  Is  it  in  order,  then,  to 
■>o«»a  wpsitsion  of  the  rules  for  that-purpose? 
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The  SPEAKER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  McMULUN.  Then^l  move  that  the  rules 
of  the  House  be  suspended,  in  order  to  allow  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  an  opportunity  for  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  1  believe,  according  to  pre- 
vious usage,  the  House  have  the  right  to  grant  leave 
upon  a  mere  motion.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  have  leave  to  explain,  so  for  as  he 
thinks  it  necessary  for  his  own  vindication. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  has  anticipated  me.  1  intended  to 
have  made  the  same  motion. 

The  (Question  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  ** 

So  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  thank  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  McMullinI  for  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  in  order  to  allow  me  the  fuller  opportu- 
nity o*"  explanation.  I  noticed,  when  he  voted, 
that  he  remarked,  that  he  doubted  the  propriety  of 
that  vote.  I  am  satisfied  he  will  agree  with  my 
views.  The  course,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  has  been 
taken  upon  this  resolution  presents  to  the  country 
a  most  extraordinary  spectacle.  A  few  days  ago, 
when  irwas  introduced  into  one  end  of  this  Capi- 
tol, we  hear,  it  met  with  so  light  favor  that  its  pro- 
jector [Mr.  Foote] — a  man  of  indomitable  zeal 
and  energy — thougnt  proper  to  withdraw  it,  un- 
der the  frowns  of  opposition.  At  that  time  the 
**  Star  of  the  East  "  had  not  arisen;  at  that  time 
Kossuth  had  not  appeared,  and  popular  commo-. 
tion  had  not  been  aroused  in  the  country ;  at  that  time 
the  mob  power  had  not  begun  to  oe  exercised. 
But  since  then  a  most  astonishing  change  has  come 
over  our  legislators;  a  resolution,  though  not  in 
the  same  terms,  yet  looking  to  the  same  object, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  Senate,  and  that  body 

f massed  it  with  but  six  dissenting  voices.  Is  that 
egislating  within  the  wallsof  this  Capitol,  beyond 
the  influence  of  popular  commotion,  or  is  it  not, 
rather,  the  public  outside  these  waJls  who  make 
thfi  law,  ana  pass  the  resolution  ?  But  what  do  we 
^ee  in  this  House  ?  .  We  see  this  same  resolution 
brought  forward  here,  at  the,  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock,  and  before  a  remark  could  be  made  the 
previous  question  was  called ;  that  ouestion  was 
sustained,  and  the  resolution  passea.  When  I 
reached  my  seat  I  found  the  House  voting  upon  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  was  forced  to  vote 
m  favor  of  it,  in  order  that  I  might  move  a  recon- 
sideration, and  thereby  be  enabled  to  make  the 
remarks  which  1  think  so  important  to  me. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  question  submitted  to  the  House  was,  **  Shall 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  have  leave  to  mftke 
a  personal  explanation?"  That  was  the  question 
suomitted  to  the  House,  and  the  one  upon  which 
the  House  acted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  is  just  what 
he  is  doing. 

Mr.  CARTTER-  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Jones]  says  that  is  what  he  was  doing. 
I  do  not  understanu  what  this  personal  explana- 
tion is,  then,  if  it  will  allow  the  gentleman  to  start 
off  with  a  general  attack  upon  Kossuth,  and  this 
body,  for  passing  the  Kossuth  resolution.  If  I 
understand  the  torce  and  connection  of  his  re- 
marks, instead  of  being  a  personal  explanation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  it  is  a  reflection 
upon  the  whole  House  and  its  character,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  the  friends  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  call  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  to  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Well,  tliat  is  the  point  of  or- 
der I  make. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  CaetterI  is  a  little  fuUer  of  a  speech 
to-day  than  I  am.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chau*  will  remark  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  has 
not  transgressed  the  privilege  granted  him  by  the 
House.  , 

Mr.  SMITH.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make 
the  explanation  I  wish,  without  going  into  the 


merits  of  the  controversy,  and  I  will  proceed  to 
do  it  in  brief.  I  will  begin  by  looking  upon  Kos- 
suth, standing,  as  he  does,  a  man  banished  from 
his  country — as  an  exile.  Now,  it  is  thought  by 
some  persons  to  be  the  greatest  evil  that  can  hap- 
pen to  man  to  be  banished  from  his  country; 
but  this  is  not  always  the  fa<5l.  The  exten  t  of  the 
misfortune  depends  upon  circumstances — ^the  coun- 
try from  which  he  is  banished,  its  situation,  its 
wealth,  poverty,  its  laws,  and  the  home  condition 
of  the  party  banished  at  the  time.  Indeed,  it  ia 
not  always  a  misfortune. 

I  remember  that  Diogenes  counterfeited  coin  in 
order  that  he  might  be  banished  from  Pontus.  I 
remember  that  Stragoniscus  committed  forgery  in 
order  that  he  might  be  banished  from  Strapnos. 
They  thought  that  to  be  banished  from  such  coun- 
tries was  getting  out  of  prison.  Now,  I  think,  if 
these  things  were  applied  seriously  to  the  history 
and  present  condition  of  Hungary,  that  Kossuth 
might  not  only  not  be  considered  an  unfortunate, 
but,  truly,  a  most  fortunate  man.  We  have  it,  in 
the  story  of  Thenustocles,  tliat  when  he  was  ban- 
ished from  Athens  he  fled  to  the  court  of  Peraia, 
where  he  was  received  with  so  much  gmciousness, 
that  the  great  Monarch  of  Persia  set  apart  for  him 
six  cities;  one  for  his  wine,  one  for  his  meat,  one 
for  his  bread,  one  for  his  chamber,  one  for  his 
wardrobe,  and  I  suppose  another  for  his  kennel. " 
Well,  this  Themistocles,  while  living  in  so  much 
splendor,  forgot  poor  little  Athens,  and  considered 
himself  the  liapmest  of  men ;  and  in  contemplating 
the  spfendor  and  luxuries  with  which  he  had  been 
surrounded,  he  was  led  to  lay  his  hands  upon  the 
heads  of  his  children,  and  exclaim,  ♦*  Ah  I  my  chil- 
dren, we  would  have  been  undone,  but  for  our 
undoing!"  Happy  Themistocles!  Now,  let  us 
look  at  the  man  Kossuth  again.  There  he  stands, 
be^re  the  American  people,  welcomed  as  no  man 
was  ever  wdcomed  bemre.  Private  assemblies 
and  public  assemblies,  private  mansions  and  public 
mansions  are  opened  to  receive  him.  Military 
chiefUins  and  municipal  authorities  attend  him 
with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  place  and 
power, 

**  Wine,  wit,  and  beatUy  siiH  their  cbamu  display, 
Light  all  the>«hades  of  life  and  cheer  him  on  his  way.'* 

Happy,  happy  Kossuth!  And,  in  addition  to 
this,  it  seems  to  be  a  part  of  his  mission — and  I  in- 
tend to  ^o  into  the  merits  of  that  mission,  in  order 
to  sustain  my  resolution — to  ask  for  money.  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  connection  with  my  resolution,  I 
propose  to  present  him  to  this  House  as  coming 
nere  to  raise  money.  That  was  part  of  his  busi- 
ness. We  are  told  by  his  friends  that?  he  was 
detained  in  England,  and  did  not  arrive  on  our 
shores  as  soon  as  was  ^expected,  because  he  was 
there  to  arrange  and  proviae  for  the  wants  of  his 
associates,  by  a  subscription,  got  up  for  them  in 
London. 

I  see  in  his  last  speech  in  New  York  he  un- 
rolls a  little  magical  scroll  there,  which  gives  him 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  which  seemed  to  be 
a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  his  audience^-that 
dinner  party — that  great  dinner  party,  which  I 
suppose  is  to  control,  as  the  pulse  of  public  senti- 
ment. Congress  as  well  as  tne  sentiments  of  the 
whole  American  people.  It  is  wise  to  remember 
that  the  sober  second  thought  comes,  not  only  after 
dinner,  but  after  digestion. 

The  little  document  which  he  unrolled  came 
from  Ihe  city  of  Cincinnati.  Why,  sir,  if  Kos- 
suth could  but  get  that  city  (which  is  Porkdom,) 
as  one  of  the  six,  he  certainly  might  be  contented, 
as  much  so  as  Themistocles. 

Here  it  is : 

CiifCiNi«A.Ti,  OuiOf' Ifovember  14, 1851. 
M.  Louis  KobsutIi,  Oovernor  of  Hungary :  Sir— I  have 
authorized  the  office  of  the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Truat 
Coihpuny .  in  New  York,  to  hand  you  drafts  on  me  for  oae 
thousand  dollars. 

Respectfully  yours,  W,.  8MEAD. 

This  was  very  gratefully  received,  and  the  Hun- 
garian exile  then  proceeded  to  submit  a  proposi- 
tion to  raise  more  money. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if  it  is  in  order, 
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Nor,  hear  what  Kossuth  says  of  his  in9ttve  in 
beinjT  here  at  this  titne: 

<^The  mocire,  citixens,  ia  that  ^ur  geiwroaa  act  of  my 
libcralion  bai  raised  the  convietion  tbroaghoiit  the  world 
that  Ui»  gentronM  act  of  youn  it  but  the  manifestation  of 
foor  r^oIatioB  to  throw  your  weight  into  the  balance 
itHere  the  fote  of  the  Earopoan  continent  is  to  be  weighed. 
Ym  hare  raised  the  conviction  ttiron^out  the  world,  that 
1^  ny  hteration  you  ^w^ere  willing  to  say,  *  Ye  oppressed 
'Bttiaos ««f  old  Eorooe'a  continent,  be  pf  good  cheer;  the 
*jm»g  fiaat  of  Amenca  stretchea  his  powerful  arm  over 
<tte  waves,  ready  to  give  a  brother's  band  to  yoiir  future.* 
i^»  yoar  act  iateqweted  throagbout  the  world." 

Hegoea  on  to  say: 

•It  is  beace  that  my  liberation  wa«  cheered, /Vein  Svc- 
ien  Istra  to  Portugal,  as  a  ray  of  hope.  It  is  nence  that 
ena  those  naskms  which  most  desire  my  presence  in  Europe 
asv,  teve  ananiraously  told  me,  *  Hasten  on,  liasten  on  to 
M  {reat,  free,  rich,  and  powerAil  people  of  the  Unit*^ 
Sa£»,  and  hrmfi  over  its  brotherly  aid  to  the  MXtfe  of  your 
(M^ry,SD  intimaiely  connected  wiUi  European  liberty.*  ** 

'Again,  he  aays: 

^Aai  taidng  my  ground  oo  this  principle  of  union,  which 
1  tai  lawfully  existing,  an  estaMiBhed  constitntional  (hct, 
iijsaot  lo  a  party,  but  to  the  united  people  of  the  United 
ftutf  that  I  confidently  will  addrcn  my  huoible  rf  quests 
ff  aid  and  proUtHon  to  oppressed  humanity.    I  will  con-  , 
nesooasly  respect  your  laws,  but  within  the  limits  of  your  i 
\asn  I  will  a«e  every  honest  exertion  to  gain  your  Oferative  i 
Upajst^y  and  yoar  fimaneial,  motmai,  and  volUUal  aid 
fca-ay  ognntry'ayrecdEom  and  iiu{rpendence,ana  entreat  the  | 
Kaliza&m  of  these  hopes  which  your  generosity  has  raised 
b  B«  and  my  people's  breasts,  and  also  in  the  breasts  of 
EsTspe^  (^pfcaaed  aations.    And,  therefbre,  thirdly.  1  beg 
hire  firanhJy  to  state  that  my  aim  ia  to  reHore  my  Jaiker- 
indtaOt*  fuU  enjoyment  of  that  act  of  declaration  of  in- 
lepndeace,  which  being  the  only  rightfUl  existing  public 
tev  of  ay  nation.** 

How  is  it  possible  for  his  fatherland  to  be  re- 
^oftd.  without  war?  How  could  we  possibly  oii, 
jamdaUfft  mof  eriolZy,  and  polxHcallyy  without  bmg- 
Wwar.' 

I  refer  to  these  speeches  to  show-that  -my  reso- 
^iotta  had  some  foundation  in  fact.  But  in  addi- 
dffl  to  aH  this,  we  have  another  most  extraordl- 
iary  development.  Kosssth  was  invited  to  review 
ik  miUtia  of  New  York  f  he  was  invited  to  appear 
hffore  the  mtiida  of  the  country  with  all  the  trap- 
pi:^  of  military  gewgaw  ism,  no  doubt  with  the 
pnvilegv  oC  expressing  to  those  men  in  arms,  the 
osM  sentiinents  that  he  expressed  at  the  other 
Beetiogs.  Here  is  what  he  says  in  reference  to 
tlstiftvitaUon: 

^  I  ^  mid  that  I  will  have  the  high  honor  to  review  your 
fiTiiisis  mitfti^  04,  Ood!  how  my  heart  throbs  at  the 
riM  li  see  thia  gallant  army  enlUted  on  the  tide  of  fre€' 
li  s  ijsiiiirf  d€^^ti9w%;  the  world  would  be  free,  mm  you 
%e  sartsv  of  husianity.  *' 

Hsv,!  aak  if  there  was  not  some  reason  for  the 
icsqIhIwbs  which  I  offered?    I  ask  the  House  to 
Vw4tf.thia  man,  with  his  powerful  eloquence, 
Lt  ingenuity,  with  his  greater  charac- 
as  he  doe6  from  the  fields  where  lib- 
were  fought  and  won  and  lost — I 
to  view  him  in  his  speeches  and  in 
with  all  its  candor,  and  to  say  if 
not  sonde  grounds  of  apprehension  that 
JAmmatory  harangues  would  incite  the 

5f  mad  the  ambitious  into  an  expedition  ?  How 
vooid  it  take  New  York,  with  its  immense 
iud  shipping  resources,  to  supply  and  fit 
tedition  ?    It  is  known  that  New  York 


exped 

vad  the  hie,  soul,  and  centre  of  the  ill-starred  Cu- 
fasa  eisxditioii. 

B«t  I  pass  on  to  the  general  positions  which  he 
MBOaes  lA  some  of  hia  other  speeches.  Was  it 
gHwsuMa  in  this  man — was  it  returning  our  hos^ 
pitafty  m  a  proper  manner,  to  come  here  and  so 
ouw^ately,  so.  directly,  so  unblushinghr,  so  un- 
^aJUbaAj  to  commence  a  direct  interference  in 
<^r  ndme  and  private  concerns.  What  does  he 
say?  Kot  content  with  receiving  the  homage  of 
t^  pittple  in  xheir  popular  assemblies,  he  assails 
Coi^rass  fltfid  advises  us  to  recall  our  Minister 
from  Vienna!  What  a  height  of  impudence  is 
thai!  He  teOs  us  that  we  can  spare  Mr.  Hulse- 
Here  is  his  hmguage: 
Kewy  as  to  yo«r  wdni$ter  ai  Vienna,  how  yon  can  com- 
Vhe  IsOmg  him  $tay  there  with  your  opinion  of  the 
s/  Bmmgary,  I  really  donH  Imow;  but  so  much  I 
J  Ikai  the  lauitnt  abaoiutistical  atmosphere  of  Europe 
a  aat  very  propitiovs  to  Am«ican  principles.  I  know  a 
■aa  1^  couM  fell  aome  cariooa  &ct8  about  this  matter. 
Bat  aa  10  Mr.  Halaemaan,  really  I  don*l  believe  that  he 
be  so  nady  lo  leave  Washiagton.  He  has  extremely 
loMiad  Che  eaostic  pills  which  Mr.  Webster  baa 
to  Mm  so  ^orioady.'* 

Now  notiee  the  magical  skill  of  this  arch  elocu- 
tiauiL  See  with  what  ingenuity  he  mixes  the 
lattafy  wit^  the  censure.  Why,  he  is  almost  as 
poliihcrt  and  en  ingenious  as  St.  Paul,  who,  when 
M  fihedafl  bifon  Agnppti  emoothed  hii  way  to 


the  King's  heart  by  a  magical  touch,  thus:  "I 
think  myself  happy.  King  Agrippa;  because  I 
shall  answer  for  myself,  this  day,  before  thee, 
especially  heeamt  I  know  Hue  to  be  expert  in  all  the 

?ue$tions  and  customs  which  are  among  the  Jews.'* 
lere,  in  connection  with  these  slurs  upon  our 
Austrian  mission,  and  upon  the  respectable  rep- 
resentative of  that  Government  here,  he  soft- 
sawders  Mr.  Webster,  endeavoring,  I  suppose,  to 
obtain,  and  no  doubt  obtaining,  by  that  soft-saw- 
dering,  the  influence  of  some  of'^Mr.  Webster's 
frienos.  But  he  mistakes  the  American  heart. 
Our  triumphs  bring  pleasure  and  delight  to  us. 
Our  frienas  rejoice  when  the  victory  is  over,  it 
it  no(  ours  to  turn  the  kn\f^  in  the  wotmd;  we  are 
not  cold  enough  for  that.  ^r.  Webster's  triumph 
in  the  little  matter  of  diplomacy  was  very  com- 
plete over  Mr.  Hulseraann — very  gratifying,  very 
satisfactory.  Did  Mr.  Webster  enjoy  the  pain 
which  it  gave  his  respectable  adversary?  No^  He 
rejoiced  not  in  the  pain  he  inflicted ;  but  in  the  in- 
tellectual pleasure  of  looking  upon  his  own  bant- 
ling— a  great  little  letter!  Now,  I  tell  Kossuth 
that  Mr.  Webster  feels  great  disgust  for  this  heart- 
less effort  to  revive  an  old  quarrel,  and  to  insult 
Mr.  Hulsemann  by  referring  to  him  in  words  of 
contempt  coupled  with  a  flattering  allusion  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  I  refer  to  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  if  it  bscame  an  exile  who  had  been 
brought  to  this  country  by  the  mediation  of  the 
(Government,  sanctioned  by  the  people,  so  soon 
and  so  unblushingly  to  be^in  his  interference  in 
our  public  as  well  as  our  private  affairs  ? 

But  I  must  hasten  on.  This  man,  in  tlie  last 
speech  which  he  made  in  New  York — to  which 
speech  'I  take  no  exception  whatever — I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  had  seen  or  heard  of  my  resolutions 
before  he  delivered  it,  because  it  is  entirely  free 
from  the  incendiarism  which  marked  his  former 
speeches — ^but  in  that  speech,  he  says  that  General 
Washington  never  recommended  national  non-in- 
tervention, but  only  neutrality,  and  he  resorts  to  a 
species  of  fallacious  logic  by  which  he  endeavors 
to  drawn  distinction  between  "neutrality  "  and 

nArinnnl  **  nnn-intprvpntinn.'*    P!vArvhnr1vlrnn«rfli. 


national  "  non-intervention. "  Everybody  knows, 
Mr.  Speaker,  what  has  been  our  policy.  It  makes 
no  odas  whether  Washington  recommended  it  in  so 
many  words.  His  word  **  neutrality"  was  quite 
sufllcient,  and  tipon  it  has  been  built  the  policy  that 
has  ruled  us  in 'all  time.  And  what  has  been  the 
result. of  that  policy?  Why,  from  the  small  be- 
ginning of  three  millions,  of  inhabitants,  we  have 
now  got  twenty-three  millions;  from  a  small  num- 
ber of  States,  weaie  now  over  thirty;  from  a  rag- 
ged population,  we  present  the  best  dressed  popu- 
lation m  the  world;  and  from  poverty  we  have 
risen  to  the  greatest  wealth  and  prot  perty.  Why 
and  how  dia  we  get  all  these?  We  got  them  by 
an  adherence  to  the  great  principle  of  slaying  at 
home  and  minding  our  own  business.  It  is  a  princi- 
ple upon  which  ft  private  man  thrives,  it  is  a 
Principle  upon  which  private  families  prosper, 
t  is  a  principle  upon  which  a  neighborhood  nas 
peace  and  proaperitv  and  enjoyment.  It  is  that 
great  principle  which  has  raised  us  up  to  be  the 
greatest  gov^iment  on  earth.  But  Kossuth  says 
that  we  may  depart  from  that  policy  now — that 
it  was  wise  when  we  were  young,  but  that  now 
we  have  grown  up  to  be  a  giant  and  may  abandon 
it.  Here  is  another  bit  of  philosophy  for  you. 
We  can  all  resist  adversity.  W  e  know  the  uses — 
and  sweet  are  they— of  adversity.  It  is  the  cruci- 
ble of  fortune.  It  is  the  iron  key  that  unlocks  the 
golden  gates  of  prosperity.  I  say,  God  bless  ad- 
versity. It  pricks  me.  I  bleed  and  am  well.  But 
the  rock  upon  which  men  and  upon  which  nations 
split  is  pRos^ERiTT.  This  man  says  that  we 
have  grown  to  be  a  giant  and  that  we  may  depart 
from  the  wisdom  of  our  youth.  But  I  say  that 
now  is' the  time  to  take  care;  we  are  great  snough; 
let  us  be  satisfied;  prevent  the  growth  of  our 
ambition,  prevent  our  pride  fri)m  swelling,  and 
hold  on  to  what  we  have  got.  Do  you  remember 
the  story  of  the  old  governor,  who  had  been  raised 
from  rags?  His  Kin^  discovered  in  him  merit 
and  integrity,  and  appointed  him  a  satrap— a  ruler 
over  many  provinces.  He  came  to  be  great,  and 
it  was  his  custom  to  be  escorted  throughout  the 
country  several  times  during  the  year,  in  order  to 
see  ana  to  be  seen.  He  was  received  and  acknowl- 
edged everywhere  as  a  great  man  and  a  great  gov- 
ernor. But  he  carried  about  with  him  a  mystenous 
chest,  and  every  now  and  then  he  would  look  into 
it,  but  lei  n6body  else  eea  what  it  eontainsd. 


There  was  a  great  deal  of  curiosity  excited  by 
this  chest,  and  Anally  he  was  prevailed  upon  by 
some  of  his  friends  to  let  them  look  into  it.  Well, 
he  permitted  it,  and  what  did  they  see?  They 
saw  an  old  ragged  and  torn  suit  of  clothes,  the 
clothes  that  he  used  to  wear  in  his  humility  and 
in  his  poverty,  and  he  said  that  he  carried  them 
about  with  him  in  order  that  when  his  heart  began 
to  swell,  and  his  ambition  to  rise,  and  his  pride  to 
dilate,  he  could  look  on  the  rags,  they  reminded 
him  of  what  he  had  ^een,and  tlius  he  was  enabled 
to  resist  the  temptations  of  prosperity.  Let  us 
see  whether  this  can  illustrate  anything  in  our 
history.  Raise  the  veil,  if  there  is  one,  which 
conceals  the  poverty  of  this  Union,  when  there 
were  but  thirteen  States'.  Raise  the  veil  that  con- 
ceals the  rags  of  our  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
Lift  the  lid  of  the  chest  which  contains  the  pov- 
erty of  our  beginning,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
reminded,  like  this  old  satrap,  of  the  days  of  your 
poverty,  and  be  enabled  to  resist  the  advice  or  this 
man  who  now  tells  you  that  you  were  wise  in 
your  youth,  but  that  now  you  are  a  giant  and 
may  depart  from  that  wisdom.  Remember  now 
the  use  of  adversity,  and  Let  us  take  advantage  of 
it  and  be  benefited  by  it,  for  great  is  the  man,  and 
greater  is  the  nation,  that  can  resist  the  enchanting 
smiles  of  prosperity. 

In  referring  to  our  humble  b^nnin^,  and  our 
great  and  astonishing  growth,  f  .am  induced  to 
pause  a  moment,  and  ask  why  is  it  that  w*e  should 
so  lightly  and  carelessly  treat  propositions  of  this 
sort,  which  involve,  as  it  is  aamitted  this  propo- 
sition does  involve,  the  very  principle  by  which 
we  have  grown  to  our  present  condition?  What 
was  the  cost  of  this  great  and  glorious  Confeder- 
acy? We  cannot  find  it  by  going  back  and 
searching  thfe  old  Gluartermaster's  reports.  We 
cannot  find  it  in  dollars  and  cents — we  know  not 
how  to  estimate  it  by  this  method.  The  true  place 
to  find  the  cost  is  in  the  battle-fields  of  the  Revo- 
lution— in  the  ra^,  the  deprivations,  the  bleeding 
feet  of  your  soldiers — the  history  of  those  brave 
men,  who  fell  in  their  youth.  In  thjs  contempla- 
tion, I  cannot  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
these  States.  Now,  I  ask,  if  it  is  wise  in  this 
legislative  assembly  so  lightly  and  carelessly  to 
pass  by  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers? 

In  reference  to  this  question  of  non-interventien, 
Mr.  Kossuth  rather  exultingly  asks,  in  answer  to 
some  objections,  if  Frtfnce  dia  not  give  us  active 
and  material  aid  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  ? 
Certainly;  but  that  was  her  business,  and  not 
ours — tliat  was  her  policy,  and  not  ours.  It  ia 
very  simple  in  Mr.  Kossuth  to  asit  such  a  ques- 
tion. He  should  read  history;  the  little  lags  he 
picks  up  from  editors  and  reporters  and  conferrinjg 
fnends  will  not  suflice.  Do  the  advocates  of  this 
resolution — ^the  advocates  of  the  abandonment  of 
our  non-intervention  depend  upon  this  question  aa 
an  argument  for  them  ?  Is  it  not  known  in  history 
that  France  had  possessions  contiguous  to  the 
colonies,  and  that  it  was  her  business  to  protect 
them?  It  was  her  policy  to  come  here  ana  aflford 
us  aid  against  England,  as  well  for  her  own  sake 
as  for  ours.  There  is  an  answer  to  any  little  ex- 
ultation any  man  may  have,  in  referring  to  the 
French  question.  I  say  it  was  her  policy  to  de- 
sire to  defeat  England,  &s  well  as  her  inclination, 
to  aid  a  suflerin^  and  opf^ressed  people  as  we  were 
at  that  time,  which  brought  her  to  our  shores. 


And  now,  as  I  have  a  few  moments  left,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  fact.  I 
have  passed  over  many  things  which  I  should 
Uke  to  dvirell  upon,  but  I  turn  to  consider  another 
question,  which  is  a  part  of  his  mission,  and  that 
is  the  question  of  relioign.  Religion !  I  have  a 
book,  written  by  his  biograplier,  and,  of  course, 
his  friend,  in  which  he  says  that  one  of  Kossuth's 
objects  is'  **to  beat  down  the  Catholic  religion!** 
"  That  in  the  struggle  in  tlie  Hungarian  contro* 
versy  depended  the  prevalence  of  the  Protectant 
religion  !^'  That  is,  the  Protestant  religion  would 
rise  or  fall  with  the  Hungarian  struggle.  This 
man  goes  on  to  show  that  I^ssuth's  object  is  to 
destroy  the  Catholic  religion.  fTcft's  Book.)  I 
refer  to  this  in  order  to  ask,  wnether  freedom  in 
religious  worship  is  not  one  of  the  comer-stonee 
of  our  institutions.  I  ask  if  it  is  proper  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  its  assembled 
wisdom,  to  say  to  this  man,  **  Conie  here— stir 
us  up,  in  order  that  we  may  superintend  secret 
expeditions  against  Austria ;  come  here  to  feast, 
drmk,  loaf,  and  lounge,  teach  us  politics,  and  in- 
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EoroUed  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the 
joint  resolution  of  welcome  to  LoOis  Kossuth; 
vhkh  was  preaevted  to  the  Speaker,  and  receiy^ 
hsB  si^ature. 

RfiFDNDUVG  OF  MONEYS  TO  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California,  on  leave,  in- 
troduced the  following  bill,  of  which  previous 
BQtice  had  been  given,  to  autJiorize  and  direct  the 
payment  of  certain  moneys  into  the  treasury  of 
oe  State  of  California,  which  was  collected  in  the 
poru  of  said  Staie  as^xcise  upon  imports  since 
the  ratificatioa  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and 
nvvious  to  the  admission  of  California  into  the 
Uoioo. 

The  btH  having  been  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title, 

Mr.  MARSHALL  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and  it  was  so 
icTnred. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  the 
reffrence  to  that  o^mmittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  objecdon  comes  too 
fate. 

Mr.  JONES.     I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
I       vote  by  which  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Cona- 
aattee  en  MHitary  Afiairs. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  now  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr,    MARSHALL.     The    reference   that    I 
Boved,  of  this  bill  to  thedComraittee  on  Military 
AiEtirs,  was  a  verv  appropriate  one  under  all  the 
drounstances.    The  moneys  which  that  bill  pro- 
fidas  to  be  refunded  to  the  State,  or  rather  to  the 
trtasury  of   California,  were  collected  under  a 
maHmry  administration,  and  are  now  in  some 
put  of  the    miUtary  department  in    this  city. 
The  matter  is    one  that  comes  properlv  under 
tbe  cognizance  of  the  committee  to  whicn  I  have 
BOTcd  its  reference.    There  are  other  reasons, 
sir,  which  I  had  intended  some  time  or  other  in 
the  coarse  of  this  session  to  state— but  perhaps  it 
voidd  be  as  well  to  state  them  now — why  I  pre- 
fer the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  the  Com- 
outteeof  Ways  and  Means.    At  the  head,  and 
the  QBe  next  to  the  head  of  the  latter  committee, 
■re  geotleinen  rery  distinguished  for  their  econo- 
my—fiv  an  economy  that  induces  them  to  nega- 
lifeeevytliing  which  looks  like  an  appropriation. 
tMre  to  refer  my  bill  first  to  the  Committee  on 
Aflfairs— ^m  appropriate  and  proper  com- 
1  want  it  to  escape,  if  possible,  altoeether 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  the  motives.    Everyboay  understands 
If  the  bill  ever  falls  into  the  hands  of  that 
it  is  buried.  I  know  that  now.  I  there- 
t  ■orase  that  the  bill  be  referred  as  indicated 
1  ray  upon  the  generosity  of  the  House  to 
■n  this  reference,  that  it  may,  at  least,  have 
sttrehance — that  at  leaslit-will  not  be  prejudged 
M^  it  is  even  presented. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
6nia  has  certainly  not  made  up^his  opinion  of 
tlie  Committee  of  Ways. and  Means  from  any 
kaovledge  that  he  has.  I  ask  that  gentleman  if 
W  ever  heard  of  a  bill  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  as  now  constituted,  or  as 
ttiMitutcd  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which 
WIS  buried,  or  was  permitted  to  sleep  in  that  com- 
■nttse  ?  I  ask  him,  sir,  if  this  is  not  a  prejudgment 
aai  warning  without  knowledge  upon  nis  part  ?  If 
the  gsntleman's  bill  is  right,  he  has  nothing  to 
ftttr  from  me,  or  fh>m  the  committee.  If  the  gen- 
tkaui  will  go  back  and  lool^  at  the  records  of  this 
Hoose,  and  see  when  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  refused  to  ^ve  to  his  new  State  a  tejritorial 
gwemment  after  its  organization  in  1848 — refused 
tonve  it  the  protection  and  benefit  of  our  laws 
ioa  government — and  a  proposition  was  brought 
batt,  sir,  to  send  the  tax-collector  among  that 
people,  and  lery  taxes  upon  them,  and  make  them 
pay  tribate  to  a  Government  which  denied  them 
tfi  protection  and  laws,  he  will  find  one  individual 
*-Uie  one  who  now  addresses  you,  sir,  and  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mom*— who  voted  a^inst  sending  the  tax-col- 
fador  to  faia  people  without  first  giving  them  the 
beneitofthe  laws  and  government  under  which  we 
dainedthat  that  people  belonged  to.  Now,  sir,  I 
snraabit  that  n  his  bill  is  right,  I  do  not  pre- 
jol^  IL    If  it  ii  Tight— if  this  money  was  collect- 


ed before  they  had  the  benefit  of  our  laws — they 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  money.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  the  appropri- 
ate committee,  in  my  opinion,  for  it,  ana  not  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  I  hope,  sir,  that 
the  House  will  do  with  it  what  they  may  think,  in 
their  judgment,  is  right.  I  would  merely  ask  for 
the  reading  of  the  rule  defining  what  sort  of  juris- 
diction the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  shall 
have,  and  'what  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  very  extraordinary 
course  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  California, 
and  the  unfounaed  and  extraordinary  remarks  he 
has  made  with  reference  to  myself,  require  tlmt  I 
should  say  a  word  upon  the  subject,  i  do  not  in- 
tend to  give  to  it  at  present  bu^a  moment's  con- 
sideration. The  gentleman  from  California  is,  no 
doubt,  well  informed  upon  the  matters  coming 
before  him,  and  under  hia  peculiar  management 
and  jurisdiction.  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  to  him 
transcendent  abilities,  peculiar  knowledge,  and  a 
mind  calculated  to  grapple  with  all  subjects.  And 
while  he  has,  no  doubt,  his  proper  share  of  liber- 
ality, would  it  not  have  been  well  for  him  to  have 
informed  himself  more  correctly  before  he  ad- 
vanced any  objection  to  the  Committee  of  Mfays 
and  Means,  or  any  of  its  members,  and  before  he 
thus  wantonly  assailed,  without,  I  apj)rehend,  the 
least  foundation  in  fact,  the  chairman  and  other 
members  of  that  committee  ?  I  undertake  to  say 
that  his  declarations,  as  far  as  I  am  concemea, 
are  gratuitous  and  unjust.  From  what,  sir,  does 
he  judge  of  my  course  upon  that  subject?  Does 
he  know  that  i  have  prejudged  his  bill?  And  has 
he  any  reason  for  saying'  that  I  have  such  opinions 
of  economy  that  I  am  unwilling  to  vote  appro- 
priations for  anything,  or  give  countenance  to 
any  proposition,  that  will  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury,  however  just  the  demand  upon  that 
Treasury  ?  Sir,  I  was  not  ^  the  last  Congress. 
I  presume  the  gentleman  has  not  consulted  my 
votes  while  I  had  the  honor,  formerly,  of  a  seat 
here  ;  and  if  he  has,  then  he  is  more  m  fault,  be- 
cause my  votes  show,  through  the  whole  course 
of  my  legislative  career  here,  that  I  voted  for 
most  of  the  propositions  for  appropriations  that 
were  deemed  by  the  majority  of  tne  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  as  necessary  and  right  to 
the  proper  administration  of  the  Government. 
Has  he  consulted  the  Journals  thereof?  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meems  for  several  years,  during  the 
time  I  was  a  member  of  this  House ;  and -although 
I  have  been  regarded  as  strict  in  my  opinions  of 
economy,  1  have  never  yet  found  any  one  who 
has  been  willing  to  hazard  the  expression,  (for  it 
is  a  hazard,)  that  I  would  prejudge  a  proposition 
of  this  character,  or  any  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  California 
probably  did  not  weigh  the  import  of  the  lan- 
guage he  used.  He  ought  to  know,  if  he  does 
not,  that  we  are  here  acting  under  the  same  solemn 
injunctions  that  are  resting  upon  him.  We  have 
our  duties  to  discharge  to  the  country,  and  it 
ought  to  be  presumed,  at  least,  that  we  are  as 
willing  to  discharge  these  duties  as  the  gentleman 
himself;  and  if  he  had  exercised  that  charity 
which  he  would  wish  others  to  exercise  towards 
him,  he  would  n^er  have  committed  the  blui!der 
of  makings  the  unfounded  and  gratuitous  attack 
upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that 
he  has  made.  Mf.  Speaker,  1  am  satisfied  that 
the  appropriate  committee  for  the  investigation  of 
the  bill  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Califor- 
nia, is  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

I  have  no  desire,  as  one  of*^the  members  of  that 
committee,  to  have  charge  of  the  bill.  If  the  bill 
should  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  so  far  as  my  action  is  concerned,  as  one  of 
that  committee,  I  .will  eive  it  the  same  careftil  and 
candid  investigation  which  I  intend  to  give  to  all 
other  propositions  that  may  come  before  that  com- 
mittee. I  would  examine  into  its  merits,  and  if  I 
supposed  it  had  merits  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  committee  and  the 
House,  I  would  give  it  my  sanction;  otherwise,  I 
would  not.  And  upon  the  subject  of  appropriation, 
allow  me  to  say  here,  for  myself,  as  defining  the 
position  I  occupy,  and  the  course  I  mean  to  pursue 
upon  that  .subject — that  I  intend,  as  far  as  my 
action  goes  as  a  member  of  that  comnuttee  and 
this  House,  to  ^ve  to  the  Administration  in  power 
fair  and  libenu  appropriations  to  carry  on  this 


Government.     Beyond  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
go. 

I  do  not  prejudge  the  estimates  from  the  De- 
partments. I  ao  not  pretend  to  say  whether  they 
are  large,  or  whether  they  are  small.  When  they 
come  properly  before  me  I  will  judge  of  thetn; 
but,  as  a  general  rule  for  my  conduct  as  a  metnber 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  intend,  as  I  before  said,  to  give 
the  Administration  in  power  fair  and  liberal  appro- 
priations to  carry  on  tne  Grovernment.  I  intend  to 
pass,  according  to  the  best  judgment  I  have,  upon 
all  bills  that  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
submit  to  that  committee.  It  may,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  will  be  the  case,  that  I  shall  be  found  against 
some  of  the  bills  that  will  come  before  the  com- 
mittee. That  is  the  case  with  members  upon  all 
committees.  Every  member  must,  at  times,  meet 
with  disappointment  in  not  getli^^  his  bills  through 
the  committees  and  the  House.  It  is  natural.  We 
do  not  all  view  the  merits  of  a  bill  alike.-  We 
differ  in  opinion  upon  the  subjects  involved,  and 
it  is  natural  that  it  ^hould  be  so.  While  I  have  said 
thus  much,  and  while  I  have  declared  here  in  my 
place  that  I  will  give  my  support  to  appropriations 
which  I  consider  fair  and  liberal  for  the  Govern- 
ment, I  will  not  be  found  amongst  these  who  are 
disposed — and  I  hope  there  may  be  none  in  this 
Congress — to  waste  and  squanderthe  public  money. 
I  regret  exceedingly  the  remarks  of  the  gentleq;ian 
from  California,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  which  made  it 
necessary  for  me  to  say  a  word.  JThey  were  so 
unjust,  and  so  unfounded  in  fact,  it  was  due  to  . 
myselfWhat  I  should  say  wh^t  I  have  said. 

Mr.  HIBBARD  obtained  the  floor;  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California,  who  said:  I 
am  surprised,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  stonn  that 
seems  to  be  raised  around  me  for  a  few  sugges- 
tions I  felt  myself  obliged  to  throw  out.  I  con- 
ceived that  the  Committee  >f  Ways  and  Means 
would  have  felt  itselfpreeminently  nattered  at  what 
I  said.  I  found  their  character,  for  economy,  pr^ 
vailing  so  universally  here,  that  I  thought  it  was  a 
thing  at  which  they  lied  aimed  all  their  political 
life.  I  meant  it  as  a  compliment,  thougn  it  did 
not  suit  me  exactly;  and  I  thought  when  the  charge 
made  by  me  against  them  found  its  way  into  the 
papers,  and  went  to  their  constituents,  that  their 
political  fortunes  would  be  made  forever.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Well,  I  did  not  mean  to  prefer  against  them 
any  very  grave  charge.  I  did  not  mean  anything 
that  ought  to  occasion  feelino^s  of  resentment,  when 
I  said  that  this  bill,  and  all  bills  of  this  character^ 
would  be  prejudged  in  that  committee.  I  have  no 
doubt  these  gentlemen  will,  in  Che  spirit  of  a  Cal- 
ifornia committee,  give  this  bill  a  fair  hearing,  as 
they  say — just  as  our  committees  do  give  a  fellow 
a  fair  trial,  and  then  hang  him.  ffcauchter.]  He 
will  have  an  admirably  fair  trial;  but  this  is  a  bill 
in  which  I  take  an  interest.  It  is  a  just  and  fair 
bill.  It  provides  for  the  refunding  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  which  California  is  entitled,  if  any  coun- 
try upon  earth  had  a  right  to  any  money.  Re- 
funding is  a  proverbially  difficult  operation  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  matter  of 
peculiar  difficulty  to  get  money  paid  back  nf\er  it 
nas  once  passed  into  the  coners  of  the  United 
States,  as  this  has  done.  I  say,  therefore,  the  bill 
labors  under  peculiar  difficulties,  and  I  have  been 
obliged  to  say  all  this,  tfnd  do  all  I  have  done.  I 
felt  I  was  obliged  to  do  it  in  justice  to  ray  con- 
stituents, because  I  knew,  if  in  addition  to  the  dif- 
ficulties that  beset  it  naturally  and  necessarily,  it  is 
referred  to  the  aforesaid  Committer  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  it  was  a  gone  bill.  I  know  that;  and  I 
therefore  do  urge  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  that 
committee  which*  is  equally  as  appropriate  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Such  reference  is 
not  without  example — without  precedents  in  the 
history  of  this  very  body.  Mr.  Clay  made  his  cel- 
ebrated report  upon  the  public  lands  from  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  which  it  was  re-t 
ferred.  Everybody  recollects  that.  I  say  there  is 
nothing  inappropriate — no  violation  of  rules  in  the 
reference  which  I  wish  to  make  to  the  Military 
Committee,  as  it  is  the  only  one  which  will  have 
the  collateral  information  necessary  to  a  fair  inr 
vestigation,  and  a  correct  report.  I  do  therefore 
urge  Its  reference  to  the  Military  X^ommittee,  and 
not  to  the  other.  The  object  of  the  bill  might 
have  been  gathered  from  its  title.  It  is  this:  It  i^ 
to  repay  to  the  Slate  of  California  the  money 
which  was  collected  under  the  military  ocx^upation 
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of  Sytraniit  Bornbui  w«rt  referred  to  the  Commit- 
ieeoa  Inralid  Ptsnsioos. 

Also,  Clie  petiUoQ  and  papers  of  Zacharia  Barber  were 
tctisn^  to  the  Comuittee  ou  ReTolutionary  Pennons. 

Aw,  tbe  petidBB  of  Bamuel  Brew,  a^skhig  interest  on 
pay  d««  to  Imn  is  a  soldier  in  tbe  war  of  1^2.  ' 

Mr.  BRAGG  wittulrew  ftom  tb€  files  tbe  petitiDn  of  the 
ban  of  Semaice,  and  referred  the  same  to  the  Committee 
•a  Prirale  Land  Claims. 


IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday,  Dteembtr  16, 1851. 
Pray«r  by,  the  CKapIain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler* 
The  PRESIDENT  vro  Umpvrt  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  showing 
ihe  amount  expended  from  the  appropriation  for 
the  expenaes  of  the  a^nt  of  the  Sublime  Porte, 
ud  the  balance  remaining  in  the  Treaaury;  which 
waaread. 

OnfaredL  Thatit  be  reHBrredto  theCommittee  on  Finance 
aDdpriotecU 

IOWA  OK  THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  lo-wa.  Mr.  President,  it  ia 
vith  feelings  of  gratification  and  pride  that  I  pre- 
aent  to  the  Senate  certain  resolutions,  which  were 
adapted  by  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  •  on  the  25th 
tii  January  last,  but  wliich  did  not  reach  me  until 
efier  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gresa.  1  regard  these  resolution^  as  speaking  the 
tpoe  American  sentiment  upon  the  question  of  sla- 
v«ryj  and  the  rights  and  duties  of  our  people  under 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land.  But  to  me, 
Mr.  President,  they  afford  an  additional  gratifica- 
tMKi,  which  is,  th%t  they  are  in  sentiment  an  ap- 
fftffaS  of  the  course  of  my  colleague  and  tnyself 
upon  that  series  of  measures  known  as  the  *'Uom- 
pfoiuiac."  We  were  the  only  Senators  from  any 
tf  ^  free  States  who  were  not  instructed  to  vote 
fiv  tlue  Wifanot  proviso,  and  its  kindred  abolition 
do^iines.  Left  to  our  own  judgment,  we  gave  a 
coriial  and  nnwavering  support  to  each  and  every 
ane  of  those  meaaures,  believing,  as  I  then  did 
and  now  do,  that  we  voted  on  the  side  of  our  coun- 
try, and  for  ita  future  welfare  and  prosperity. 

These  resolutions,'!  am  very  certain,  reflect  the 
•eoda&aits  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Iowa,  and 
a  wmSk  portion  of  the  Whip  of  that  State.    The 
doKKTscy  of  Iowa  never  adopted  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso in   anv  State  or  even  county  convention, 
asi  llicir  wnole  course  through  that  period  of  fa- 
Icxatement  was  such  as,  in  my  humble  judg- 
to  commend  itself  to  every  lover  of  the 
_    I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  my  polit- 
«f|K>nent8  in  that  State,  who,  through  their 
and  State  conventions,  and  presidential 
declared  for  that  proviso,  and  strove 
aiiption,  notwithstanduig  the  attitude  as- 
^if  every  Southern  State  upon  that  question. 
Jilitii  due  to  truth  further  to  say,  that  some  of 
4Hi  deaigxiiti^  and  fanaticfil  Whig  politicians, 
lAaalreve  to  introduce  the  poisonous  mgredients 
cf  Abolitionism  and  Free-SoUism  into  the  Legisla- 
Wt  9foai  State,  and  voted  in  tha^body  to  instruct 
MrSniatora  here  to  go  Yor  the  WUmot  proviso, 
hsn  been  rewarded  oj  this  Administration  by 
^pouttmeot  to  some  oLthe  most  responsible  and 
native  ofRces  in  that  State,  and  that,  too,  after 
iheFreaident  and  the  department  (Interior)  had 
hum  notified,  verbally  ana  in  writing,  as  well  as 
far  reference  to  the  journals  of  tbe  Le^lature,  (to 
mth  ther  had  access,)  of  the  obnoxious  proceed- 
fi«i  of  those  to  whom  they  deemed  it  proper  to 
a^lfod  th^  farorand  patronage.    These  attempts 
ti  the  AdiAinistration  to  keep  in  favor  with  tnat 
cbas  ci  politicians  in  Iowa  and  in  other  North- 
ern States;  are,  doubtless,  unknown  to  my  distin- 
puAed  llrtend,  [Mr.  Foote,]  who  has,  within  the 
past  wec^,  been  so  complimentary  to  those  who 
BOW  administer  the  General  Government. 

Mr*  President,  there  are,  in  my  opinion,  other 
aets  of  eroaa  violation  of  public  duty  upon  the 
part  of  tnia  Administration.  I  allude,  sir,  to  their 
eoma  towards  the  people  of  our  country  in  not 
neing  that  their  rights  were  protected ,  and  the  laws 
and  treaty  atipu&oions  for  their  benefit  fully  en- 
Ibveed.  Their  management  of  our  foreign  relations 
eriiacendamnation  at  the  hands  of  other  members 
of  ^bia  bodr,  who  are  more  competent  to  the  task, 
and  whOy  I  hope,  will,  at  the  proper  time,  do  so. 
I  aasors  our  honorable  friend  from  Mississippi 
[Bfir.  Foots]  Vo^d,  were  he  permitted  to  remam 
'widiiitdiinog  the  residue  of^ this  session.  The 
ptaJti6t  fitm  Demoa^atie  I  mean,  not  Whig — as 
w«B  m  Ik*'  people  everywhere.  North  and  £^uth, 


in  pubUc  meetings  and  otherwiae,  h«ve  apoken  in 
terma  of  rebuke  not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  this  body,  'particu- 
larly, to  hold  up  such  acts  of  gross  dereliction  of 
duty  to  the  scorn  of  the  world.  Among  thesaare 
to  be  enumerated  the  insults  offered  to  our  flag,  in 
the  firing  into  the  Falcon*,  the  arrest  of  the  Prome- 
theus; the  merciless  and  inhuman  butchery  of 
fifty  untried,  unarmed,  American  youths;  **the 
Anglo-Franco  guard-a-costa  of  Cuba;"  and  the 
vindictive  cruelty  to  Thrasher, — ^not  to  speak  of  the 
transportation ,  to  the  duiigeous  of  Spain ,  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Americem  citizens  who,  hke 
Thrasher,  were  condemned  upon  a  mock  trial, 
thereby  adding  insult  to  injury. 
'  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Eliza  C. 
Bache,  widow  of  George  M.  Bache,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Navy,  praying  tnat  she  may  receive  the 
same  amount  Uiat  was  paid  to  the  widows  of  those^ 
officers  who  were  lost  m  the,  brig  Somers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  San  Diego,  California,  protesting  against 
the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  contract 
with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  by  the 
Bubstitutioft  of  a  coasting  steamer;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  emd 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the^petition  of  oflicers  of  the  revenue  ser- 
vice stationed  in  California,  praying  an  increase  of 
pay;  which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hill  and  sons,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  horses  and  mules  stolen 
by  the  Indians  in  California;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  R.  Browning,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  property  stolen  and  destroyed 
in  California  during  the  war  with  Mexico;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  C.  Cusliing  and 
others,  representing  that  they  have  discovered  a 
pass  through  the  jgreater  range  of  the  Sierra  Ne- 
vada, and  proposmg  to  open  a  wagon-road  upon 
certain  conditions;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  the  memorial  ofS. 
H.  DuflT,  praying  compensation  for  services  in 
seizing  spirituous  liquors  under  an  order  of  Gen- 
en\  TayloT,Muring  the  war  with  Mexico;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  memorial  of  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  serving-in  New  Meidco,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in 
regard  to  pay  as  the  troops  serving  in  California; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  present  the  memorial  of  JosC 
MarJA  Jarero,  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  praying  the 
payment  of  a  ddfbi  of  an  American  citizen  against 
the  Government  of  Mexico,  which  was  received 
by  s&id  Jarero  in  payment  of  a  debt.  He  repre- 
sents himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  Mexico,  and  a 
Gentfral  in  the  Mexican  service. 

Mr.  S.  As  I  desire  to  have  this  memorial  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  I  should  like  to  have 
the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
for  a  moment.  The  memorialist  states,  that 
previous  to  the  war  he  procured,  in  payment  of 
a  debt,  a  claim  against  the  Mexican  Republic; 
that  this  claim  was  for  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  purchased  by  the  Mexican  Minister  for  his 
Government.  He  further  states  that  the  claim 
was  established  in  the  courts  of  Mexico,  and 
admitted  by  the  Mexican  Government;  that  after 
the  treaty  of  Gruadalupe  Hidalgo  the  Mexican 
Congress  decreed  that  it  was  one  of  the  claims  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  three  milhons  and  a  quarter 
which  waa  set  apart  by  the  treaty  for  that  pur- 
pose; that  upon  the  appUcation  of  the  Mexican 
Minister,  the  claim  was  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  their  decision;  that  the  decis- 
ion  of  the  Board  was  adverse,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  an  American  claim  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  bein5.held  by  a  Mexican.  Now  this  is  the 
point  to  which  I  particularly  request  the  attention 
of  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  as  well  as  of 
such  of  the  members  as  may  be  present  in  the 
Senate.  It  was  considered  a  valid  American  claim 
I  in  its  origin  and  aharacter;  but  having  passed  into 


the  hands  of  a  Mexican  previous  to  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  and  being  in  his  hands  at  the  date  of 
that  instrument,  it  ceased  to  be  an  American  claim, 
and  consequently  became  a  Mexicam  claim,  and 
was,  therefore,  not  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  It 
shoidd  also  be  observed  that  the  treaty  m^kea  the 
decision  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  final  rand 
that,  consequently,  this  memorialist  has  no  redress 
excq>t  by  application  to  Congress.    ^ 

He  states,  still  further,  thai  there  are  |45,000  of 
the  residue  of  the  three  millions  and  a  quarter  still 
imexpended,  and  that  the  GovemmeJtt  of  his  coun- 
try have  requested  that  this  amount  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  this  debt.  I  again  beg  to 
state  that  the  commissioners  decided  that  this  cmim 
was  a  just  one,  and  that  it  was  American  in  ita 
origin,  American  in  its  character,  but  that  having 
been  assigned  to  a  Mexican  at  the  date  of  ^e 
treaty,  it  ceased  to  be  American  and  became  Mex- 
ican; whereas,  the  petitioner  shows  most  conclu- 
sively that  this  decision  is  not  within  the  spirit 
and  meaning  and  equity  of  the  treaty. 

I  move  that  this  memorial,  together  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  be  referred  to  th6».Com- 
mittee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Priscilla 
C.  Simonds,  praying  compensation  for  the  effects 
ot'  her  son,  Moses  H.  Simonds,  who  died  in  ser- 
vice, which  were  taken  possession  of  by  his  su- 
perior ofificer  and  lost;  wnich  was  referred  to  the 
Committed  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  Gridley 
Bryant,  proposing  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
Government  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent  light- 
house on  Minot*s  Ledge,  in  Massachusetts  bay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Lilly,  praying  compensation  for  a  vessel  and 
cargo  seized  ana  s<Md  by  an  agent  of  the  Grovern- 
ment,  under  the  erroneous  pretext  of  her  haying 
on  board  timber  cut  from  the  live-oak  land  m  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  • 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  Paven- 
stedt  and  F.  A.  Schumacher,  praying  the  return' of 
duties  paid  on  goods  which  were  lost  at  sea;  which 
was  referrft  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  present  a  memorial  of 
William  T.  Johnson  and  others,  publishers  of 
jiewspapertf  jn  Maine,  praying  an  alteration  in  the 
rates  of  newspaper  postage. 

I  am  rec^uested  to  call  tneparticular  attention  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
to  a  defect  in  the  present  postage  law.  The  peti- 
tioners do  not,  by  any  means,  ask  to  do  away 
with  the  system  established  by  law  during  the  last 
session  oi  Congress,  but  desire  that  a  defect  in 
that  law  may  be  remedied,  ^hey  set  forth  thtf^t 
they  are  the  publishers  of  newspapers  which  are 
devoted  to  the  publication,  in  an  extended  form, 
of  the  details  of  legislative  proceedings  and  de- 
bates; that  their  circulation  is  largely  dependent 
upon  members  of  the  Legiaiature,  who  purchase 
their  papers  in  quantities  from  time  to  time  for 
distribution  among  their  constituents;  that  the 
present  postage  law,  establishing  a  high  rate  upon 
transient  newspapers  and  requiring  their  prepay- 
ment, operates  very  injuriously  against  that  part 
of  their  circulation  wmch  is  thus  derived  from 
members  of  the  Legislature;  and  that  their  paper 
is  thus  prevented  from  having  as  full  a  distribution 
as  it  would  have  were  this  part  of  the  law  some- 
what modified.  Undoubtedly,  members  of  the 
Legislatures  of  other  States  were  similarly  situated, 
as  well  as  the  publishers  of  other  papers. 

The  memonalists  believe  that  the  existing  rates 
of  postage  established  in  regard  to  papers  sent 
from  their  office  are  adequately  sufficient,  and  they 
therefore  ask  that,  in  this  respect,  the  law  may  bis 
modified. 

I  move  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadii. 
%The  memorial  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  petition  tif  the 
late  and  present  land  officers  at  Batesville,  Arkan- 
sas, praying  compensation  for  services  in  entering 
lands  under  bounty  land  warrants.  A  bill  having 
been  reported,  it  was 

Orieredy  That  it  Ho  on  the  table. 
Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
I  Spalding,  praying  arrears  of  pension;  which  waa 
I  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
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Also,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Young,  praying  to 
be  allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington, 
praying  aif  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  an 
equestrian  statue  of  Washington  under  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  1783;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB  presented  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Westfield,  Indiana, 
recommending  that  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  be 
.  discontinued,  and  that  they  be  granted  in  limited 
quantities  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  with 
nimilies;  which  were  refeifted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MALLORY  |>resented  the  memorial  of 
Isaac  Bush,  John  Price,  and  Thomas  Suarez, 
praying  compensation  for  themselves  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  their  command  during  the 
Seminole  war  in  Florida;  wbich  was.  referral  to 
the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED.  , 

On  jnotion  by  Mr.  QWIN,  it  was 
Ordertdf  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  the  claim  of  B.  Juan  Domercq,  a  Spanish  sub- 
ject, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  G.  Thomas  Howard,  on 

the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee, on 

Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Orderedj  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Crapin,on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  the  memorial  of  L.  E.  L.  A.  Lawson, 
heir  of  General  Eleozer  W.  Riplejr,  on  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Fhebe  Glover,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  DAVIS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
A.  Kellet. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  *of  Enoch  Baldwin. 

^r.  PELCH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  revise  and  continue  in 
force  for  a  limited  time  the  provisiomi  of  an  act 
relative  to  suspended  entries  of  public  land. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
.select  the  balance  of  the  lands  t«  which  she  is  en- 
titled under  the  act  of  iM  March,  18^,  granting 
lands  to  aid  that  State  in  opening  a  canal  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with  those  of 
Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extinguish 
the  individual  stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal,  in  order  to  make  the  navigation  free  and 
to  enlarge  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  practical  scientific  men,  to  make  a  series 
of  practical  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining if  possible  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  ex- 
plosion of  steam  boilers. 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS.' 

Mr.  PRATT  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resolved.  That  ai\er  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  neit,  Fri- 
days of  each  week  shall  bo  set  aside  for  the  consideration 
of  private  claims,  and  that  on  Uiose  days  private  bills  have 
priority  over  all  other  business. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition,  report^ 
a  bill  authorizing  Victor  Morass  to  relinquish  cer- 
tain lands,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity  else- 
where; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading.  • 

He  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject,  which 
wa9K>rdered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referqed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cliarles  Mclrole, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

lie  also  submitted  (x  report  on  the  subject,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  sclect- 
ins;  lands  granted  to  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin  for 
saline  purposes,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 


was  referred  the  bill  to  extend  .the  time  fbr  select- 
ing lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for 
saUne  purposes,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

SEVENTH  CENSUS. 
Mr,  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing;, to  which  was  referred  the  ioint  resolution  in 
relation  to  printing  the  Seventh  Census,  reported 
it  without  amendment,  as  follows: 

Be  it  reeolved,  4>c.,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing 
be  directed  to  contract  with  Donaldson  &  Armstrong  for 
printing  the  census  returns,  upon  such  terms  as  they  may 
deem  reasooaWe. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  that  the  resolution  might 
be  considered  at  this  time. 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    Let  it  lie  over. 
The  resolution  was  passed  over  accordingly. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  \n  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  compensation  of  such  persons  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  receive  and  keep  the  public  moneys,  under  the 
'^ISth  section  of  the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  (br  the 
additional  services  required  under  that  act;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  WiUiemo  Darley;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  byits  title,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next,  and  be  the  special  order  of  that 
day. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  dam 
at  the  head  of  Cumberland^  Islcuid,  in  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in.a  bill  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  overcoming  the  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  at  the  falls 
j  thereof;  wmch  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  agreeably  to  previous 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin?  m  a  bill 
to  grant  to  the  city  of  Burlington,  in  Iowa,  the 
land  heretofore  reserved  between  that  city  and  the 
Mississippi  river;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  oy  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

FRENCH  SPOUATIONS. 
Mr.  BRADBURY,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of 
claims  of  American  citizens  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  the  French  prior  to  31st  July,  1851; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was* 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  con- 
sisting of  five  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 

Mr.  Bradbury,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr. 
Downs,  and  Mr.  Felcr  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

TONNAGE  DUTIES. 
Mr.  MALLORY,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  act  entitledr  **  An  act  concerning  tonnage 
duty  on  Spanish  vessels;'*  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

CAUPORNIA  BRANCH  MINT. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  branch  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States  in  California,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

WELCOME  TO  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  move  to  take  up  a  resolu- 
tion which  I  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  the  other 
day.  The  resolution  proposes  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  three  to  ii^troduce  Louis  Kossuth 
to  the  Senate.  I  presume  that,  after  what  has  taken 
place,  both  here  and  in  the  other  House,  there 
will  now  be  no  opposition  to  the  resolution. 


Mr.  PRATT.    I  should  like  to  have  the  cesolu- 

tion  read. 
The  resolution  was  r«id,  as  follows: 
AeMi|ve(2y  That  a  commitfee  of  three  be  appointed  by  tlie 

Chair  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth,  (Soverdor  of  Hungary, 

and  introduce  lum  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GWir^.  I  would  be  much  grati^ed  if  the 
Senator  from  Illiilois  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  few  moments,  so  as  to  permit  a  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time.  1  feel  pretty  well  assured  that  ther« 
Mrill  be  debate  on  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois — the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  amongst 
others  will  debate  it — and  it  will  not  take  one 
minute  to  have  the  bill  I  have  mentioned  retid  a 
third  time.  If  there  were  not  likidy  to  be  debate 
on  this  resolution  I  would  not  ask  the  Senator  to 
give  way. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  wish  to  call  up  this  resolu- 
tion because  I  think  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances it  should  now  be  acted  upon .  If  it  is  likely 
to  create  any  debate  it  can  be  laid  over.  But  after 
the  action  that  has  already  been  had  upon  the 
subject  I  cannot  imagine  that  it  will  generate  de- 
bate. I  think  the  question  has  been  as  much 
debated  already  as  is  desirable,  and  I  am  also  in* 
dined  to  believe  that  the  Senate  generally  concur 
in  that  opinion. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ques- 
tion yith  regard  to  this  resolution  occupies  a  dif- 
ferent position  from  that  which  it  occupied  on  the 
joint  resolution.  I  entertain  now  precisely  the 
same  opinions  which  I  entertained  pnor  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  resolution— opinions  which  I  have 
already  expressed  to  the  Senate.  But,  by  an  un- 
conunon  unanimity  in  both  branches  of  Congress, 
Kossuth  has  been  recognized  as  the  guest  of  the 
nation.  This  has  been  done  no  doubt  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  ioint  resolution  would  be 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ef 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  the  question 
now  is.  Being,  by  the  action  of  the  constituted 
authorities,  such  guest  of  the  nation,  is  it  proper 
that  this  resolution  should  be  taken  up  and  passed  ^ 
That  point  being  settled  I  shall  make  no  vexadous 
opposition  to  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  seems  to  jne  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate,  so  far  as  this  resolution  is  con- 
cerned, has  settled  the  Question,  unless  a  change 
takes  place  in  the  minas  of  the  Senators.  This 
resolution  was  ai'nnaterial  part  of  the  resolution 
which  was  rejected  the  other  day,  and  which  was 
offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  Ih  not  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolution  until  it  is  taken  up. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  That  is  the  reason  why  I 
think  it  cannot  be  taken  up,  being  part  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  jrom  New  York;  and 
that  resolution  was  the  same  in  substance  as  the 
resqlution  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  with  the 
exception  of  this  portion  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  revive. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  would  like  to  know  the 
effect  of  that  resolution  before  I  vote.  If  this 
committee  shall  be  appointed,  I  suppose  they  will 
proceed  to  New  York,  or  wheresoever  Kossuth 
may  be,  for  the  purpose  of  brinffing  him  to  Wash- 
ington and  introducing;  him  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  amend  it  by  saying 
*•  on  his  arrival  in  the  capital."         ' 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  wdl  so 
amended. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Mr.  President:  Notwith- 
standing it  has  been  announced  by  the  mover  of 
this  resolution  that  it  has  been  discussed  suffix 
ciently,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  some 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  that  I  may  express  my 
views  upon  tlie  subject.  It  is  true  that  the  reso- 
lution has  been  discussed,  but  my  views  have 
not  been  expressed.  Differing  so  widely  in  some 
respects  from  some  who  have  spokeh,  I  nave  been 
particular  in  maturing  my  own  views,  and  I  shall 
be  particular  in  expressing  them  to  the  Senate. 

The  present  occasion  and  the  subject  of  pres- 
ent discussion,  are  more  momentous  and  of  deei>er 
import  than  the  eye  or  the  mind  wiU  readily  dis- 
cover without  careful  examination  and  deep  reflec- 
tion. They  merit  thi^  examinatioi>and  reflection  ; 
and  from  me  they  have  and  shall  receive  them — 
not,  however,  from  considerations  of  mere  eti- 
quette—^f  what  is  due  to  Governor  Kossuth  as  «c 
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man  or  a  patriot,  or  to  the  Senate,  wt  regards  its 
4i^ity;  but  from  coostderations  of  a  far  deeper, 
broader,  and  more  sacred  character — such  as  con» 
con  the  happioese,  security,  and  duty  of  our  Re- 
wbiic. 

When  the  question  was  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tkm  to  welcome  Grovemor  Kossuth  to  the  capi- 
ttd  and  country,  I  voted  for  it,  as  I  shall  for  that 
■0W  under  consideration;  but  for  very  •different 
msnni,  and  from  very  different  motives  from  any 
ikat  I  have  heard  expressed  in  the  Senate.  I  did 
sad  shall  dp  so,  not  as  a  mere  personal  compli- 
BOit  to  Governor  Kossuth,  (great  and  pre<!minent 
•s  I  concede  and  claim  his  merits  to  be;)  for  this, 
I  mfier,  he  did  not  and  does  not  desire.  The  pur- 
pose of  hts  mission  and  his  life  has  a  far  higher 
aad  more  noble  end  and  aim.  Nor  did  I,  nor  shall 
1  vote  on  this  subject  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
BKre  voeal tribute  to  his  political  creed,  princi- 
pks,  or  character.  This  can  be  better  done  oy  the 
pac^le  ii^  their  spontaneous  plaudits,  responsive  to 
tm  sentiments.  Indeed ,  sir,  if  these  h^d  been  and 
vere  the  only  reasons  which  my  mind  could  urge 
spoil  the  sul^ect,  I  should  have  voted  against  the 
fenoery^and  wouid  vote  a^nst  the  present  resolu- 
ioli&B.  I  am  averse  to  aU  personal  adulation,  in- 
leaded  merely  as  such,  and  where  no  metieal 
food  is  intended  or  can  result.  I  mistake  G^ov- 
•cBor  Kossuth  *8  republican  principles  if  he  do  not 
Mtertain  similar  sentiments.  Nor  yet,  sir,  have 
I  Foied,  nor  shalPl  vote  for  these  resolutions  be- 
cBsae  I  can  see  in  their  consequences  no  change  in 
oar  Bcatral  policy,  but  for  the  very  reverse.  I  ad- 
vocate them  oecause  Ilhink  I  discover  in  them  the 
isilaBlory  step  toward  the  abandonment  of  our  now 
■Molitic,  unwise,  and  unjust  9yatem  of  neutrality. 
Ltet  BO  one  do  himself  the  mjustice,  or  me  the 
fi^M  charity,  to  suppose  that  this  is  a  conclusion 
ST  determinadoQ  to  which  I  have  hastily  sprung. 
¥br  from  it,  sir.  I  have  long  desired  to  see  our 
Bestial  policy  abandoned  or  overthrown;  and  1 
isflthe  events  of  the  present  hour,  as  happy  omens 
of  s  speedy  coosummation  of  my  wishes. 

I  contend,  Mr.  President,  that  what  was  our 
psScy  in  our  infancy  and  weakness,  has  ceased 
to  be  oar  true  policy  now  that  we  have  reached 
toasahood  and  strength.  And  I  deny,  what  is 
»sAcn  asserted,  that  either  Washington  or  any 
gC  ^kt  Ibunders  of  the  Republic,  ever  recom- 
I  that  the  neutral  poliev  of  our  early  days 
become  an  established  principle,  to  govern 
of  the  country  in  the  days  of  its  ma- 
_  and  power. 
^apcruMl  and  condition  of  human  existence, 
^'  '  dmess  is  naturally  timid,  and  in- 
cautious. It  ranges  only  within  the 
^wnrity  and  home;  is  gqvemed  by  its 
rseeessities — ^without  the  power  of  ad- 
^A»  supply  or  gratify  even  these.  It  may 
ai  with  tears,  commiseration,  and  pity,  at  a 
f  jBpositi<m  or  infliction  upon  its  fellow  and 
ciate;  but  it  can  neither  resent  the 
defend  against  it — it  can  only  stand 
and  trembKng  for  its  own  security.  Strike 
'  —to  interpose  would  be  futile  and  dan- 
Bot  when  arrived  at  manhood,  the  same 
of  conduct  would  merit  and  receive  the  hiss 
flf seorfi*  and  stamp  the  wretch  a  coward  and  pol- 
tnMMi.  It  wcmld  also  render  his  position  insecure, 
liy  inviting  insult  and  aggression. 

So  it  was,  so  it  is,  and  so  it  will  be,  with  our 

G^mmnent  and  country.  When  we  had  but  just 

sttoflB^  in^  infant  existence,  we  could  manifest 

cosuSiseraiion  and  pity  only,  when  we  saw  the 

'  '  1e  breast  of  our  sister,  Poland,  mangled  by  the 

heel  of  despotism,  and  her  substance  divided, 

her  name  blotted  out  b^  tyrants.    But  now, 

matured  and  strong,  shall  we  supinely  and 

look  on,  and  sete  all  the  morals,  justice, 

pnnciples  of  international  law  violated,  without 

mterpoaing?    The  law  of  nations,  under  that  of 

the  Creator,  is '  the  law  of  the  civilized  world — ^is 

80  himdtng  upon  despots  as  upon  republicans,  and 

leyublirs  are  as  much  interested  in  its  maintenance 

sa  monarchies,  or  despotisms,  and  have  more 

ff^llii  to  interpose  to  defend  and  maintain  it,  than 

ihtf  to  vioUue  and  destrov  it.    And  what  princi- 

rule  of  that  law  snould  be  more  dear  to 

than  that  which  secures  the  right  of  the 

to  rise  and  throw  off  the  yoke  of  oppres- 

tliroaffh  the  medium  of  revolution,  ana  this, 

toDv  in  a  &r  and  single-handed  contest  with  the 

:?    Bat,  whue  t|rfiB  principle  is  thus  decur 

to  oor  country  and  the  cause  of 


liberty,  shall  we  never  raise  our  voice  or  hand  to 
defend  or  sustain  it,  but  erase  and  expunge  it,  by 
conceding  the  right  of  despots  to  perpetually  vio- 
late it?  Shall  another  Poland  be  stricken  from 
nationality  and  independence,  to  non-entity  and 
oblivion,  oy  a  triple  European  despotism  ?  ^^lall 
Italy  again,  while  able,  willing,  and  strivmg  to 
stand  erect  and  free  against  her  na^ve  oppressor, 
be  stricken  down,  bleeding,  and  more  enslaved,  at 
the  feet  of  tyrannic  France  and  Austria?  Ortrhall 
Hungary,  struggling  alone  and  friendless  against 
the  tyranny  of  Austria,  with  victory  and  triuinph 
Already  perching  upon  her  republican  standard, he 
again  trampled  to  the  dust — enslaved  and  chained 
by  intermeddling  Russia  ?  and  all  this  without  a 
murmur  or  a  blow  from  the  land  of  Washington 
and  Franklin?  God  forbid  \  Yet,  address  these 
questions  to  some  Senators,  whose  heads  have 
whitened  in  the  service  and  battle  of  conservatism, 
and  they  will  answer,  Yes;  but  I  address  them  to 
the  manly  hearts  of  the  American  people,  and  the 
answA*  will  be  one  unirersal  and  indignant,  M! 
Never! 

Sir,  our  strength  no  longer  consists  in  a  poUcy 
so  criminally  neutral.  It  did  so  in  the  beginning, 
only  because  the  success  of  oyr  experiment  was 
distrusted  by  the  people  of  all  countries;  and  we 
could  gain  no  sympathy  by  showing  sympathy 
with  ouers.  But  our  success  is  no  longer  proble- 
matic, nor  the  permaifency  of  our  Government  and 
institutions  doubted  by  any.  Repubtican  spirits, 
in  eyi^  clime,  feel  joy  in  our  triumph,  and  are 
enlisted  for  our  defence  and  protection.  Their 
hopes  run  high  to  imitate  our  example;  and  they 
feel  those  hopes  would  be  forever  blasted  by  our 
downfall.  It  we  now  discharge  aright  our  high 
mission,  by  sympathizing  with  them  in  their 
struggle,  and  danger  shomd  assail  us,  they  will 
feel  our  cause  to  be  their  own;  and  whatever  soil 
they  may  tread,  will  be  made  a  recruiting  station 
in  our  defence.  The  next  army  that  invades  our 
country  will  come  to  fight  our  battles,  and  not  to 
crush  our  liberties.  With  us,  the  day  of  conflict 
with  mercenaries  will  have  passed;  and  armies  of 
invasion  will  have  become  but  organized  armies 
oi  immigration,  seeking  a  hearthstone  and  a  home 
among  us,  to  be  enjo3^eid  and  defended  in  common 
with  our  own.  Sir,  if  you  deem  me  visionary, 
or  c  ver-sanguine  in  these  opinions  and  hopes,  pray 
tel  me  where  you  would  find  the  Hun^rian,  the 
Gennan,  the  Irishman,  the  Briton,  Frank,  or 
Swede,  who  would  wield  the  sword  or  bear  the 
stanflard  of  a  despot  upon  our  shores,  and  against 
our  country  and  republic?  You  could  not  more 
gravely  insult  the  millions  of  these  braves  amongst 
us,  than  by  asking  them  if  they  would  do  so. 
Yet,  sir,  they  are  but  the  representative  few  of 
countless  hosts  left  behind ,  actuated  by  a  similar 
spirit.  The  situation  of  a  Haynau,  commanding 
an  army  of  these  in  America,  would  soon  be  for- 
lorn and  pitiable  indeed.  The  treatment  of  the 
English  brewers  would  be  mercy  and  hospitality 
itself,  compared  to  that  he  would  receive  here,  at 
the  hands  of  his  own  troops.      ^ 

But,  sir,  seal  or  lock  up  the  stores  of  your  sym- 
pathy— suffer  the  spirit  of  liberty  to  struggle, 
oleea,  and  expire  alone  in  its  unequal  conflict 
with  intruding  despots,  and  you  cut  the  sympa- 
thetic chord  that  bmds  the  freedom-loving  world 
to  your  cause;  you  consolidate  despotism,  and  at 
length,  when  it  shall  turn  upon  you,  as  the  last 
survivor  of  republicanism,  you,  too,  must  strug- 
gle, bleed ,  and  fall  alone.  No  friendly  heart  or  hand 
will  be  left  to  sympathize  or  strike  in  your  cause 
or  your  defence. 

This,  sir,  mutt  be  the  result  at  last,  if  wecon- 
tinue  our  present  policy.  No  one  can  believe,  thftt, 
with  the  present  and  growing  intelligence  o^  the 
world,  despotisms  ana  republics  can  much  longer 
occupy  the  earth  together.  The  flame  of  confflct 
is  already  kindled;  the  blood  of  one  or  the  other 
must  quench  it.  Between  the  spirits  of  the  two 
political  existences,  there  can  be  no  compromise; 
one  or  the  other  must  quit  the  world.  In  the 
struct e  we  cannot  remain  neutral  if  we  would — 
and  It  is  useless  longer  to  disguise  the  fact.  For 
one,  I  throw  off  all  disguise.  I  am  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  free  Government,  against  slavery 
and  despotism,  throughout  the  globe — and  this 
without  disguise. 

Far  be  it  from  jne,  however,  to  recommend  or 
advocate  the  policy  of  predatory  or  aggressive 
warfare,  or  warfare  for  conquest.  I  will  go  as  far 
as  the  most  pacific  against  all  interference  in  the 


internal  pohty  or  concerns  of  other  nations.  But 
I  take  and  maintain  a  wide  distinction  between  the 
internal  eoneems  of  nations,  and  intemoHonal  con- 
cerns. While  Russia  or  Austria  is  content  imder 
a  monarchy  or  despotism,  or  so  long  as  the  mon- 
arch or  despot  can,  within  himself,  or  with  his 
own  resources-,  maintain  his  authority  and  power, 
be  it  so — let  him  alone.  This  is  a  matter  of  inter- 
nal concern  to  the  nation,  and  she  has  the  right  to 
be  let  alone.  I  would  protest  against  the  interfer- 
ence of  our  own  or  any  other  country  as  a  Gov- 
ernment. But  when  the  people  of  either  rise  up 
and  seek  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  or  break  the  chain 
that  gaUs  them,  and  the  other  would  interfere  to 
prevent  them,  this  becomes  an  international  con- 
cern— an  aflair  between  nations;  and  involtes  a 
breach  of  the  law  and  morals  of  nations,  in  which 
we  become  an  interested  peurty  with  all  other  na- 
tions. Against  such  interference  I  would  not  only 
have  our  country  protest,  but  I  would  have  her 
interpose  hothhernuiral  and  phyaieol  power,  whether 
in  conjunction  with  £^ngland  or  alone.  In  this 
case  we  have  the  right  to  interpose,  and  I  contend 
that  justice,  as  wellas  our  interest  and  security, 
makes  it  our  duty  to  interpose. 

Sir,  peace  is  beautiful  and  holy  when  ik^can  be 
justly  and  honorably  maintained;  but  war,  with 
all  its  tragedy  and  blood,  is  less  to  be  dreaded 
than  dishonorable  or  "  i^oble  peace;" — ^peace  at 
the  expense-  of  peace,  justice,  liberty,  and  the 
rights  of  man.  in  the  case  supposed,  even  war 
on  our  part,  against  intervention,  would  be  sacred 
to  the  cause  of  peace.  It  would  be  necessary  in 
order  to  conquer  conflict,  establish  peabe,  and  de- 
fend the  right.  Without  our  interposition,  there 
would  not  be  peac«,  but  wrongful  war;  and  we, 
too,  a  party  to  the  wrong  by  acquiescence^  As  a 
friend  and  advocate  of  peace,  as  wdl  as  of  na- 
tional morality  and  national  law,  I  would  recdm- 
mend  war  in  such  an  extremi^,  when  merely 
moral  means  had  proved  unavailing.  Nor  would 
I  delay  or  wait  for  the  cooperation  of  England— 
though  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  w<Aild  decline 
it.  An  alliance  for  such  an  occasion  would  not 
conflict  with  the  poUcy  or  advice  of  Washington. 
He  never  condemned  alliances  temporary  and 
for  the  occasion.  He  only  declared  that  **it  is 
your  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent  alliances." 
He  did  not  even  recommend  that  this  ** policy** 
should  be  permanent  and  perpetual;  but  for  such 
time  only  as  would  enable  you  **  to  ^in  time  to 

*  your  country  to  settle  and  mature  its  mstitutions, 

*  and  to  progress  without  interruption  to  that  de- 

*  gree  of  strength  and  consistency  which  is  ne- 

*  cessarv  to  give  it  the  command  of  its  own  for- 

*  tunes." 

I  believe  that  such  time  has  been  gained,  and 
that  our  country  has  reached  the  required  condi- 
tion; and  so  far  from  condemning  and  declining 
the  occasional  codperation  of  other  countries  in 
such  a  cause,  I  would  approve  and  accept  it,  as  I 
would,  indeed,  invite  it. 

Mr.  President,  of  two  thing»I  feel  certain:  first, 
that  the  spirit  of  Russian  ^absolutism,  unless  pre- 
vented by  the  interposition  of  constitutional  gov- 
ernments, win  triumph  and  prevail  in  Europe,  and 
ultimately  turn  upon  liberty  here  and  elsewhere; 
and,  second,  that  the  only  Powers  on  the  broad 
face  of  God 's  earth  which  can  interpose  emd  pre- 
vent it,  are  the  United  States  and  England.  Sep- 
arately or  in  concert,  then,  we  mu$t  act  or  fall;  or, 
if  not  fall,  must  ultimately  sufl*er  and  bleed  to  a 
degree  of  depletion  tenfold  that  which  our  timely 
interposition  would  cause. 

Sir,  the  portents  of  the  hour  are  momentous  in- 
deed; and  I  fear  are  too  dimly  seen,  or  not  at  all, 
by  the  Senate  and  the  country.  With  no  enemy 
aneld,  despotic  Europe  is  trembling  under  the 
sullen  treaa  of  a  conscript  soldiery;  while  gloomy 
Apprehension  sits  a  joint  occupant  of  the  throne 
of^monarchy.  Why  is  this  so  ?  It  is  that  a  mur- 
mur of  dis^ntent — suppressed  and  low  indeed, 
yei  determined  and  universal— is  heard  to  rise  from 
the  oppressed  and  down-trodden  millions;  and  be- 
cause monarchs  see  and  know  that  occasion  only 
is  awaited  4>y  these  millions,  to  rise  and  strike  a 
more  univeraal,  terrible,  and  determined  blow  than 
ever  yet  was  struck,  for  self-emancipation,  self- 
government,  and  freedom.  They  see,  also,  that 
such  an  occasion  will  oflTer  in  the  approaching 
struggle  for  the  French  Presidency.  Princes,  on 
the  one  hand,  are  looking  to  the  Czar  of  Russia 
to  bear  them  safely  through;  while  the  republican 
masses,  on  the  other,  are  looking  with  beseeching 
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UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  annouiiced  that  the  first 
booDcas  in  order  would  be  the  unfiniBhod  basuiess 
ef  jeoterda^ — the  motion  to  refer  to  the  €H>nimit- 
lee  on  MiHtaiy  Affairs  the  bill  to  te%id  to  the 
of  Caiiibmia  certain  moneys  collected  in  her 


COMMITTEE  ON  REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  rise  to  a 
fMsdon  of  privilege.  I  perceive  that  I  have  been 
^ipolnted  on  three  of  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House.  The  rules  allow  me  to  decline  serv- 
OB  one  of  these  committees,  and  therefore  I 
myaelf  of  the  right  to  decline  serving  on  the 
xiittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  In  doing 
I  intend  no  disrespect  to  the  Speaker,  nor  to 
jayof  the  members  of  that  committee,  but  simply 
bec«tt9e  I  cannot  perform  the  duties  of  so  many 

rwBinitte^,    

.  The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
t^  gentleman  has  a  right  to  decline  serving;  and 
iTtkcre  be  no  objection,  he>will  be  acconiingly 
So  it  was 


[ 


» 


flMAvd,  Tbat  Mr.  Staittoh,  of  Kentucky,  be  excused 
iChcr  service  on  tlie  Committee  on  KevoluUonary 
and  th«t  ibe  Speaker  be  autliorized  to  fill  Uie  va- 
a«ated  tbenby. 

(te  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  by  unanimous 
It,  it  was 

TImu  the  pMition  and  papeni  of  Hairy  Jolinton 
W  pilfciiwii  from  tbe  fiiee  of  the  Ilouae,  and  referred  to 
de  Comonxtee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

THE  WORKMEN  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  FLX)RKNCE.  1  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
MBk  of  the  House  to  submiim  resolution.  It  is 
blown  probably  to  tbe  House,  thqjt  a  number  of 
have  been  recently  discharged  from  em- 
it oa  the  works  at  the  Capitol  now  in 
■t^ei  of  constru«ti«n.  I  have  been  called  upon 
wfM  munber  of  these  persons,  and  they  desire  me 
tspnaeQt  a  resolution. 
Tke  fb&owing  m  tbe  resolution: 

That  the  Committee  on  FuUic  Bailding*,  or 
eommitxee  may  have  charge  of  tlte  Fubj«)ct,  be 
to  report  forthwith  a  bill  mailing  farther  ap|m>- 
tUnr  Ibe  eontfDtrance  of  the  work  recently  in  prog- 
H^Atflbe  ezteaooa  uf  tbe  Capitol  buildinft,  in  order  that 
tls^  aamhcr  of  mechanics  and  workingmen,  who  have 
lMs4iytive#or  work,  and  thereby  their  present  means  of 
flMMBBe,  Iwring  been  discbaifed  a  few  days  ago  trom 
'^•SHieFOKnt,  may  be  again  employed,  it  being  exceed- 
1  vtait  at  uUs  inclement  season  of  the  year  to  obtain 

in  th«  city. 

CLINOMAN  inquired  of  the  Chair  the 

L."  The  Chair  has'already  an- 
4%tt  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
"  '  Any  other  business  cannot  in- 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks 
llranMMis  consent  to  introduce  a  resolution. 
Jfe.  filCHARP^ON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
'  r.  I  understand  the. Chair  to  state  that  the 
mbi$ttd  business  of  yesterday  is  in  order. 
tl*  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Wusm  {Mr.  Rich aedson]  allow  the  gentleman 
fiftV  BeanayWania  [Mr.  Florence]  to  ask  the 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a 
»n? 
Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  object  to  the 
tfcodadioQ  of  any  business  out  of  order. 
Mr.  BICHARDSON.  I  understand  the  Chair 
that  thei>usine88  in  order  is  the  unfinished 
I  of  yesterday.  I  want  to  call  the  attentfon 
«f  llts  Chair  to  the  fact,  that  upon  yesterday  a 
■olioa  to  suspend  the  rules  was.m  order.  I  un- 
4tTitftni^  the  rule  to  be,  that  when  the  day  arrives 
wpoa  which  it  will  be  in  order  to  move  a  suspen- 
fisa  of  the  roles,  business  undisposed  of  on  the 
prmoos  suspension  day  would  come  up  as  the 
regular  business  in  order.  Hence  it  is  not  noW 
a  order — this  Wt  being  suspension  day — to  recur 
totlUbiU  introduced  yesterday  under  a  suspension 
•f  die  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  the 
pm/Aammu  that  the^  Question  of  order  is,  in  his 
spiaioa^QOt  admissible.  ^ 

Mr,  EVANS.  I  do  not  wish  to  debate  this  mat- 
tm^hat  Buks a snegestien,  if  the  Chair  will  hnve^ 
fttirnrt  witli  me  lor  a  single  moment.    The  23d 

as  the  Joaraal  it  read,  ttie  Splaker  shall 
J  (hm  tbe  membera  of  each  State  and  dele- 
;  TsRltory,  begipDing  with  Mains." 

Tbe  9f7th  nde  Htyi  that— 


**  After  an  hour  shall  be  devol  d  U)  reports  (mm  commit- 
tees and  resolutions,  it  shall  tein  order,  pending  the  con- 
sideration or  disciixsion  tbereuf,  tn  eutcrtaiti  a  motion  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  tr  dit^pose  of  the  businees  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  to  the  oruers  of  the  day.'' 

Then  bynhe  58th  rule: 

'**  The  uaflnished  business  tu  v^icli  the  House  wifi  engaged 
at  tbe  last  preceding  a4jouf  ument  Hhall  have  tlic  preference 
in  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  no  motion  on  any  otlior  busi- 
ness shall  be  received  without  fecial  leave  of  the  House 
unUl  the  former  is  dispoeod  of." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
understand  that  no  debate  is  in  order  upon  tlie 
question  ofpriority  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already  an- 
nounced that  the  question  of  order  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  EVANS.   .1  was  reading  the  rules. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  understand  you  are 'making  a 
speech. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Not  in  the  least.  I  suggest  tbat 
the  first  business  in  order  is  the  call  of  States  for 
petitions,  next  for  reports  of  committees;  and  then 
resolutioiis  are  in  order.  And  when  the  orders  of 
the  day  come  up,  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday will  have  the  preference.  1  cidl  for  the 
reading  of  the  23d,  27th,  and  5dth  rules. 

The  rules  were  then  read  as  inserted  above. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  beffsleave  to  state 
the  ground  of  his  decision,  which  is  tliis:  But 
for  the  fact  tliat  the  previous  question  had  been 
seconded  and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put, 
the  rules  referred  to  would  have  required  this  bill 
to  go  over  and  take  its  place  upon  tne  calendar  of 
the  House.  But  the  House  ordered  the  main 
question  to  be  put,  and  thus  gives  this  bill  or  the 
unfinished  business  preference  over  all  others. 
The  main  question  must  thesefore  be  now  put. 
By  reference  to  the  Journal  of  the  Twenty -eighth 
Congress,  the  gentleman  will  find  a  decision  di- 
rectly in  point.  Is  there  any  appeal  from  tlie  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair? 

No  appeal  being  taken,  the  Speaker  stated  the 

?|uestion  as  follows:  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
ornia  [Mr.  Marshall]  moved  a  reference  of  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Upon  this  question  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded and  the  main  question  ordered,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  Were  also  ordered  upon  said  question. 
The  first  question  will  be  upon  the  proposition  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California.  I  would  ask 
permission  of  the  House  to  make  a  few  remarks 
m  explanation  of  a  personal  matter. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  obiected. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I 'hope  the  objection  may 
be  withdrawn,  as  I  shall  consunie  but  a  very  little 
time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made,  the 
Chair  is  hound  to  enforce  the  rule.  « 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  wiirh  to  inform  the 
House,  in  the  course  of  this  explanation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  bill  and  the  propriety  of 
the  reference^ 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  calls  the  gentle- 
man from  California  [Mr.  Marshall]  to  order. 

Mt|^  MARSH  ALL.  I  wish  to  exculpate  my- 
self from  the  chaige  of  making  an  attack  upon  the 
committee. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Is  it  in  order  to  moke  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  gentle- 
man to  proceed? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  75  nays  HO;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEASt— MesfTB.  Abcrcrombic,  AJIinon,  Bell,  Bibigbaufl, 
John  H.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burrow?, 
B.  Carrinffton  Cabell,  Lewia  D.  Campbell,  Cliapman,  Cleve- 
land, Callooi,^aw8on,  Disney,  Doty,  Edsorton,  Evana, 
Ewinf,  Faulkner,  Fitch,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Ful- 
ler, Ga>iord,  Goodenow.  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Harper,  Hart, 
Hancall,  naven,Thos.  M.  Howe,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  George  Q.  King,  Knhns,  Landry,  Letcher.  Ed- 
ward C.  Marshall,  Mason,  McCorkle,  McNair,  Meachani, 
Meade,  Miller,  Miner,  Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John 
Moore,  Morehead,  Newton,  Olds,  Perkins,  Polk,  Porter, 
Price,  Sackett,  Soiith,  Snow,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Fred.  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephemi,  St. 
Martin,  S WeeUer.  Taylor,  Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Ward, 
Welch,  Addison  White,  and  Yaies— 75. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Charles  Allen.  Willis  Allen, 

Andrews,  Wm.  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett,  David  J.  Bailey, 

BenneU,  Bissell,  Bococb.  Bowie,  Bragg,  Brenton,  Brooks, 

Buell,  Busby,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Carttcr,  Caskie, 

I  Chaatain,  Clark,  CUngman,  Cobb,  Curtis,  Daniel,  George  T. 
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Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dimmick,  Dockeiy,  Dunham,  East- 
man, Edroundson,  Ficklin,  Florence,  Floyd,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Isham  G.  Har- 
ris, Sajnpson  \\^  Harris,  Haws.  Hebard,  Uibbard,  Hillyer, 
Holtaday.  Uorsford,  Houston,  Joiin  W.  Howe,  Ingersoll, 
Ives,  JackiRtt,  John  Johnson,  Uobcrt  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston  King, 
Kuns,  Mace.  Maim,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin.  McDon- 
ald, McLanahan,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Millson, Morrison, 
Murphy,  Murray,  Nabers,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker, 
Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Phelps, 
Rantoul,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Robie,  Robinson,  Roes,  Scbcr- 
raerbom,  Sehoonmakcr,  Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Oq- 
pen  S.  Se}inour,  Skellon,  Smart,  Abr'm  P.  Stevens,  Srone, 
Stuart*  Sutherland,  Benj.  Thompson.  Geo.  W.  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Townshend,  Venable,  Wallace,  Watkins,  Wil- 
cox, Wildrick,  and  WilUams— 110. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

The  questidn  was  then  taken  upon  referring  the 
bill  to  the  eoramittee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

PAY  TO  HON.  MR.  DARBY. 
Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wish  to  offer 
a  resolution,  and  I  am  sure  I  will  set  U^  unani- 
mous and  favorable  action  of  this  HousKipon  it. 
Mr.  Darby,  a  Representative  from  the  St.  Louis 
district,  came  to  Washington  to  enter  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  Representative.  On 
Monday  moniing,  the  l^t  of  December,  he  was 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  stricken  down  with 
paralysis;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  mo- 
ment he  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  as  ah  invalid 
and  helpless  as  an  infant.  He  is  here  now  at  tlie 
seat  of  Government,  thousands  of  miles  away  from 
his  family  and  fkiends,  in  this  distressing  and 
helpless  condition.  I  feel  sure  that  the  mere  men- 
tion of  these  facts  will  be  sufficient  to  claim  from 
the  members  of  this  House  favorable  action  upon 
this  resolution.. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 
Retolvedj  That  inasmuch  as  Mr.  John  F.  Darbi",  of  the 
First  District  of  Missouri,  has  been  in  Washington  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  been  prevented  bv  se- 
vere hidispositiofl  from  taking  Iris  scat  as  a  member  of'  this 
House,  tbat  he  be  allowed  to  draw  his  per  diem  and  mile- 
age ;  and  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  him  the  same. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  genUeman^to  modifV  his  resolution  by  sub- 
stituting the  Speaker  for  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  It 
is  the  Speaker  who  has  chaige  of  the  matter,  and 
not  the  Sergeant-At-Arms. 

'  The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

PRESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  COBB,  r  call  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness.   Let  us  hear  from  Utah. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
States  and  Teiritories  for  petitions,  commencing 
with  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

Mr.  DOTY,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
granting  the  right  of  way  mid  making  a  donation 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  the  Central  Raiboad;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
Subsequently,  On  motion  by  Mr.  HALL,  this 
reference  was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McCORKLE,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill,  of  whicn  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  in 
the  State  of  California,  and  for  granting  donatfens 
and  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  ty  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given, granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  do- 
nation of  Ian (f  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  tbe  Girard  railroad  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRAGG,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  presentation  to  the  Senate,  the  joint 
resolution  or  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  re^rd  to 
certain  reserved  lands  in  Clarke  county,  m  that 
State. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  to  change  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  western  district 
of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  wbb 
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read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and,  with 
the  various  petitions  heretofore  presented  upon 
this  subject,  now  on  the  files  of  tne  House,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici*ry, 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  Ydrk,  ask^d  permission  to 
ofifer  a  resohition. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected,  and  called  for  the  regu- 
lar order  of  business. 

RESERVED  LANDS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  HENN,  by  unanimoQs  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to 
relinquish  to  the  State  of  Iowa  lands  reserved  for 
salt  springs  therein;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  ti(te,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  H.  I  have  also  a  resolution  which  I  wish 
to  offer,  and  I  hone  that  it  may  be  put  upon  its 
passage  immediately,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance to  my  constituents.  It  is  a  resolution,  1  ap- 
prehend, that  will  not  be  objected  to  by  any  one. 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  object. 

M>DITIONAL  LAND  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.' HENN.  I  have.also  another  bill  which  I 
wish  to  introduce,  and  of  which  previous  notice 
has  been  ^ven.  It  is  a  bill  creating  three  addi- 
tional land  districts  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  objected  to  its  introduction. 

On  motion  by  Mf.  HOWARD,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  George  Simpton,  praying 
compensation  for  vessel*  lost  in  the  public  service  during 
the  late  war  with  Mexico,  be  taken  flrom  the  files  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected. 

Mr.  PHELPS  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  given. 

Mr.  TUCK  objected: 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Monroe  country,  Missouri,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Paris, 
through  Shelbyville,  to  Newark,  Missouri;  referred 
to  the  Committee  ffti  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  Nelson  for  leave  to 
change  an  entry  of  land;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  ^ve  notice  that 
he  would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Rock  Island  and  Des 
Moines  Rapids  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  MOLONY  presented  the  petitions  of  D. 
Clapp  and  Silas  Noble,  register  and  receiver,  ask- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pay  for  locating  bounty  land 
warrants;  which  were  referred  to*the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  presented  the  petition  of  A.  M. 
Patterson  and  one  hundred  others,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Vmcennes,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  via  Lawrenceville  and  othef 
places,  to  Springfield,  in  Illinois;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and^ost 
Roads. 

Mr.  MOLONY  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  to  correct  an  error 
in  the  pension  of  Orris  Crosby. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  bill  was  not  intro- 
duced. 

Mr.  GREY,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to 
provide  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  dam 
at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  the  Ohio 
river;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roaas 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
if  bills  cannot  be  introduced,  when  States  are  called 
for  resolutions,  under  the  rule?  i 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  they  can  be  introduced  at  any  time. 

[Cries  of  "That  is  the  ruls!'»  «*That  is  the 
practice.**] 

THE  WORKMEN  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution,  authorizing  the  architect  of  the  Capitol 
to  continue  in  employment  the  mechanics  ana  la- 
borers upon  the  two  wines  thereof. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentudcy.  I  ask  that  the 
resolution  may  be  read,  as  it  contains  very  im- 
portant matter. 


Mr.  STEPHENS,  (^Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  EDGERTON  presented  the  peUtion  of 
Alexander  Armstronff,  praying  compensation  for 
property  lost  during  the  war  of  1812;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bell,  by  unanimous  consent,  gave  notice 
that  on  to-morrow  or  some  subsequent  day,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an 
act  of  Congress,  passed  September  2»,  1850,  al- 
lowing bounty  land  warrants  to  those  who  served 
in  the  war  with  Great  Britain  and  other  wars,  dbc; 

Also,  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Lieutenant  Joseph  Pcurrott,  an  officer  in  the  Army 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  commuta- 
tion pay;  which  was  referred  to, the  Committee  of 
Claims.  ». 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CARTTER,  it  was 

Ordtredy  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  A.  H.  Patterson, 
on  which  a  fkvornblc  re)>ort  was  maido  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PENN  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
J.  Durant,  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  payment  of  a 
balance  claimed  to  be  due  him  for  services  as  at- 
torney of  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Loui- 
siana; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  FREEMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bUl,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  ffranting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  the 
right  oCway  and  donation  of  public  lands,  for  the 
pui*pose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  railroad 
from  Brandon  to  the  eastern  bouncUry  of  said 
State,  in  the  direction  of  Montgomery,  Alabama; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  F.  also  asked  unanimous  consent  to  intro- 
duce another  bill;  to  which  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  F.  1  understand  we  have  a  right  to  intro- 
duce bills  upon  a  call  of  the  States  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Upoa  a  call  of  the  States  for 
resolutions  you  have,  but  not  upon  a  call  for  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  FREEMAN.  I  should  like  to  know  why 
objection  is  made  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill, 
when  other  gentlemen  have  been  permitted  to  in- 
troduce bills  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order.  Ob- 
jection being  made,  the  bill  cannot  be  introduced. 

Mr.  WILCOX  presented  the  petition. of  the 
register  and  receiver  at  Augusta,  Mississippi, 
praying  for  additional  compensation  for  locating 
military  bounty  land  warrants;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DJSNEY,  it  was 

Ordertdy  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Captain  Linn 
and  heirs  of  Joshua  Huddy  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SAtUKETT,  it  was 
^Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Raynolds  and  others, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Pultney  ville,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  be  taken  f^om  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz: 

A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Ala« 
bama,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  tt  raUroad 
from  Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river; 

A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  constriiction  of  the  Mem- 
phis and  Charleston  Railroad;  and 

A  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
for  otlier  purposes. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  M.  Lapsley,  of  Alabama,  asking 
compensation  for  serv^es  rendered  as  receiver  at 
the  land  office  at  Cahaba,  Alabama;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi^Lands. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  presented  the  petition  of  C.  B. 
Hassell,  and  831 -others,  citizenq  of  North  Caro- 
lina, praying  Congress  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Chaplain  to  the  two  Houses,  and  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  R.  W.  Wynn,  John  Webb,  and  others,  to 
establish  a  post-road  from  Bastrop,  in  the  parish 
of  Morehouse,  Louisiana,  to  Winnsborough,  in 
the  parish  of  Franklin,  &^.;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 


Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  c 
Louisiana,  m  regard  to  awarding  the  contract  fo 
carrying  the  mail,  to  such  company  as  may  Hav 
the  right  of  crossinf  tlie  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepe 
by  the  sl^ort^t  and  most  expeditious  route;  ajit 
also  praymg  for  an  appropriation  to  survey  tb 
said  route  from  the  GKiif  of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific 
in  Tehuantepec;  which  was  read  and  referred  t 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadu 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jehiel  Brook,  praying  f<j 
authority  to  sue  the  United  States  for  damag^es  fo 
a  suit  instituted  against  him;  which  was  refenrei 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MORSE,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that  o\ 
to-morrow,  or  on  some  other  day,  he  would  a'il 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  appropriation  fo 
the  removal  of  the  raft  in  Red  river. 

Mr.  WALSH  asked  the  unanimous  consent  o 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Objected  to.  * 

Mr.  BOWIE  asked  the  unanimous  conaent  o| 
the  House  to  introdivce  the  following  resolution : 

Resofoetf,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Column 
bia  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  preventing  the  iesue  d 
small  notes,  under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  in  tb< 
District  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otheri 
wise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GROW,  it  was 

Ordered^  Thal^he  papers  and  peiitiona  of  Conrad  Hiaea 
and  others,  for  recompense  for  the  services  of  Captain 
Bartlett  Hines  In  the  revolutionsry  war,  be  witfidrawn  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutiooary 
Claims. 

Mr.  ALLISON  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Crosby,  administrator  of  the  late  A.  D.  Crosby, 
purser  in  the  United  States  Navy,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  credit  to  ^is  account  for  payment  made 
to  certain  warrant  officers;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  A.  Fawns,  pray- 
ing  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  salar^r  of  purser 
while  acting  as  such  on  board  the  United  States 
brig  Bainbridge,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Conimittee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  W.  Wilkins,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  salary  of  purser  for  the  time 
he  performed  the  duties  or  Uiat  ofiice  during  the 
late  war  with  Mexico^  which  was  referred  te  the 
Coftimittee  on  Naval  Affairs.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania, 
it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of 
Samuel  Ransom  be  witlidrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CURTIS  presented  t]ie  petition  of  Samuel 
Baker,  a  soldier  of  the  last  war,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  presented  the  petition  of 
Buckingham  Hoty,  administrator  of  Peter  Hoty, 
praying  for  an  examination  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  claims  against 
Mexico,  in  relation  to  a  claim  presented  to  them 
and  rejected ;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  ^ 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  pre- 
vent the  immigration  of  foreign  paupers  into  the 
United  Statep.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also;  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Peimsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  for  an  appropriation 
to  erect  a  harbor  and  piers  in  the  DelawHre  bay 
and  river,  for  the  shelter  of  vessels  navigating  them. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  modification 
of  the  bounty  land  law  of,  1850,  so  as  to  give  IGO 
acres  ofi  land  to  those  and  the  children  of  those 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  the  war  of  1812. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiKtarv  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Hoi  brook,  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  a 
vessel  in  the  service  oj^the  United  States.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Tlaval  AflTail^. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Duncan,  a  blind 
sailor,  who  lost  his  sight  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  asking  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  route  agents  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  asking  for  an  increase  of 
compensation.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PRICE  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected. 
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Mr.  PRICE  claimed  that,  under  tke  44th  rule, 
h«  had  the  ri^t  to  introduce  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bill  could  not 
be  introduced,  except  ^y  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  PRICE  took  an  appeal  f^om  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
yUe;  which  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE  presented  a  petition  from  mmdry 
otieeDS  of  (fewark,  New  Jersey,  askfag  the  pas- 
■ee  of  a  law  giving  proper  remedies  to  patentees; 
whMch  was  r^erred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 


Mr.  P.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
"est  day  practicid>le,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
for  the  purpose  of  gjving  proper  remedies  to 


Mr.  HASCALL  presented  thepetitionof  Mary 
Haaadi,  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Hascall,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  askinjer  for  a  pension;  which, 
with  th«  papers  on  the  fi^  of  the  House  upon  the 
■ohject,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Mr.  SEYMOUR  presented  the  petition  of  John 
briaaoD,  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
C«Rmittee  on  Invahd  Pensions* 

Also,  the  memorial  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  war  of  1812,  praying  for  relief.  Referred 
t9  the  Coamiittee  on  Public  Lands. 

AJbo,  prcaented  additional  papers  in  the  case  of 
Tbotaas  Tliooly ;  which,  with  tiiose  on  the  files  of 
te  House  in  regard  to  said  daim,  were  referred  to 
dw  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr-  HORSFORD  presented  the  petition  of  Peter 
Va»  Busfcirk,  asking  pay  for  property  furnished 
U  ike  American  troops  during  the  revolutionary 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 


Mr.  BENNETT  presented  a  petition  for  a  mail 
mMe  from  Vallonia  Springs,  via  Minerva  and 
Gtofcntry ,  to  Oxford.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
« the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Ob  motion  by  Ml".  CLEVELAND,  it  was 

OwhrW,  Ttat  Ibe  petitkm  snd  papers  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
tmtf  Downer,  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  revolotionary  war, 
vMf  Ae  WUNo.  74,  and  report  No.  44  oftiie  Committee  on 
Peasions,  of  the  first  session  of  tiie  Tbirtyr 
■pew,  be  taken  fVom  the  files  of  the  House,  and 
10  die  Committee  on  Rerolntionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  MANN  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse 

^«K^,  of  Braintree;  which  was  referred  to  the 

\mum$xte  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  Si^^EY  presented  the  papers  relative  to 

'     *  *    Jbr  compensation  of  the  volunteers  who 

the  suppression  of  the  Winnehago  hos- 

Jaly,  ^50;  which  was  referred  to  the 

too  Indian  Affairs. 

Am   by  Mr.  GAYLORD,  leave  was 
flMlrf^vithdraw  from  the  fifes  of  the  House, 
Sr  AiMDose  of  presenting  to  the  Senate,  the 
ind  papers  of  Z^hariah  Lawrence. 


K£PORT8  OF  COMBflTTEES. 
SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
■fcr  reports;  when 

Mc  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

*  '^-    reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia 

J  Company;  which  was  read  a  first  and 

time  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  report  ac- 

tyipgr»  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 

•»aV>itnmjttee  of  the  Whole  House. 

THE  WORKMEN  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
irittee  an  the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  re- 
fSrtad  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  architect 
sf  dw  Capitol  to  continue  in  employment  the  me- 
rhMiWB.  laborers,  and  others  employed  upon  the 
tmo  wings  thereof. 

"The  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
hf  il»  title.  ^ 

Mr.  STANTON  remarked  that  the  appropria- 
tUB  for  the  additions  to  the  Capitol  bad  been  ex- 
Wssted,  and  that  some  three  hundred  mechanics 
and  iaborenh— some  of  them  with  lar^e  krailies— 
vho  hod  been  brought  on  to  Washington  under 
the  expectation  of  permanent  employment,  had 
t*fff^  discharged.  They  had  been  thrown  out  of 
cmpio  jmcDt,  too,  in  the  most  inclement  season  of 
(he  year,  without  the  means  of  support  and  with- 
ooC  nay  hope  of  employment  elsewhere.  He  would 
appenJ  to  the  House  to  pass  the  resolution  imme- 
dadely.  •  He  had  been  told  by  the  Architect  that 
^ey  coold  be  profitably  emoloyed.  They  were 
wutmt  ^  von  nod  await  tne  appropriation  by 


Congress.*'  He  hoped  tlie  resolution  would  be  put 
on  its 'passage. 

Mr.CARTTER.  WUl  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  We  are  mformed  by  the 
c&irman  of  the  committae  that  the  funds  appro- 
priated are  all  expended.  Qan  he  give  the  House 
any  information  as  to  the  fact  that  a  large  portion 
of  that  money  has  been  expended  in  sending  to 
the  Catskill  mountains  for  hme  to  lay  these  foun- 
dations with,  when  there  is  an  abundance  of  lime 
within  sight  of  the  Capitol  ?  I  should  be  very 
glad  if  the  chairman  of  tne  committee  could  throw 
any  light  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  House,  and  perhaps 
the  country  too,  know  that  I  have  hod  some  little 
experience  in  this  matter  of  lime,  having  used  a 

freat  deal  of  it  when  I  was  a  boy  and  growing  up. 
have  seen  this  lime  that  has  been  so  much  t^ked 
about,  and  I  declare  to  the  House  that  I  have  never 
seen  better  lime  in  my  life.  I  think  the  architect, 
the  Secretary  of  the  interior,  and  the  other  agents 
engaged  in  making  the  contract,  did  well  in  select- 
ing this  lime,  for  it  is  preferable  to  any  other  that 
I  have  ever  seen  in  this  neighborhood  or  elsewhere. 

I  do  not  know  what  amount  of  money  has  been 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  lime;  but  I  know  that 
a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done,  and  that  a 
great  deal  of  material  has  been  accumulated  with 
the  ^100,000  appropriated  a  year  ago.  A  great 
deal  more  work  nas  been  done,  and  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  material  accumulated,  than  I  expected  to 
see.    •  

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  would  like  to  ask  thegen- 
Ueman  an  additional  question,  and  that  is:  What 
is  the  cost  per  bushel  of  this  lime  which  has  been 
used,  and  what  is  the  cost  of  the  lime  which  could 
be  obtained  within  sight  of  the  Capitol?  I  am  in- 
formed that  there  has  been  a  little  peculation  about 
this  matter. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  cannot  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  upon, 
this  subject.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  impedi- 
ment in  the  wny  of  the  progress  6f  this  work,  but 
I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  who  drew  up 
this  resolution  whether  the  language  in  which  it  is 
couched  would  not*  make  it  obligatory  upon  the 
agent  to  continue  in  pay  every  hand  who  is  now 
or  has  been  engaged  upon  this  work  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  was  certainly  not  so  in- 
tended by  me,  and  if  the  resolution  is  susceptible 
of  such  a  construction  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  its  modification  so  as  to  obviate  that  diffi- 
culty. 

[A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  ac- 
companied by  the  bill,  which  had  passed  that  body 
to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  in  California.] 

Mr.  BELL.  Then  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  willing  to  accept  of  a  modification  of  his 
resolution  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  will  accept  of  a  modifica- 
tion if  it  is  in  my  power  tp  do  so,  but  as  this  is  a 
report  from  a  committee  I  presume  that  I  have  not 
the  power. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  resolution  is  a  report 
from  a  committee,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
gentleman  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  have  listened  wit^  a  good 
deal  of  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  introduced  this  resolution 

Mr.  SACKETT,  (interposing.)  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  will  allow  me,  I  will  suggest  to 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  that  he  should  modify 
it  by  the  addition  of  these  words:  **  If  he  shall 
think  advantageous  to  the  Government."  That 
will  relieve  the  resolution  from  the  objection  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bell.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  The  modification  that  is  sug- 
gested does  not  make  the  resolution  acceptable  to 
me.  There  is  a  passage  in  the  preamble  which 
will  certainlyprevent  the  resolution  from  receiving 
my  vote.  "What  is  that  preamble?  The  pream- 
ble etates  that  whereas  these  individuals  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  cannot  at  this 
season  of  the  year  obtain  emplojrment  elsewhere, 
b^  it  therefore  resolved  to  quarter  them  upon  the 
Government.  That  is  the  proposition  when  stript 
of  the  verbiage  by  whic^  it  is  surrounded.  It  is 
a  plain,  simple  proposition  to  Quarter  these  indi- 
Tiduals  upon  the  Government  aurin^  the  winter, 
because  they  cannot  now  find  employment  eLtfr* 


where.  Every  hand  that  has  been  engaged  upon 
this  work  will  be  willing  to  remain  in  the  service 
or  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  and  their  clamor 
will  induce  the  superintendent  to  continue  them  in 
the  pay  of  the  Government. 

My  honorable  friend  over  the  way  [Mr.  Bell] 
inquired  if  this  resolution  made  it  obligatory  upon 
the  Superintendent  to  continue  these  hands  in  em- 
ployment. Thi^  resolution,  together  with  the 
clamor  that  will  be  sent  up  to  him,  will  prevent 
him  from  discharging  any  one  of  them.  T  am 
opposed  to  the  passage  .of  this  resolution;  and  I 
would  inmiire  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Stantok,]  in  whose  charge  is  this 
expenditure?  Is  this  building  under  the  charge  of 
the  Superintendent,  or  is  it  not  under  the  charge  of 
other  oflieers  of  the  Government?    ' 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  It  is' under 
the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  of 
the  Architect,  The  Architect  has  charge  of  the 
building,  of  the  employment  of  hands,  jind  of  the 
payment  of  the  money. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Well,  then,  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  deems  it  proper  to  continue  this 
work  during  the  winter,  and  to  keep  these  hands 
in  employment,  let  him  take  the  responsibility  of 
asking  C5ongress  to  moke  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose.  We  can  do  it  in  an  hour  from  the 
time  that  he  makes  his  application.  But  this 
resolution  places  it  in  the  power  of  the  Superin- 
tendent to  Keep  all  these  hands  in  the  employment 
of  the  Government  during  the  winter. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
at  present,  at  all  events,  and  in  order  that  its  mer- 
its may  be  examined  into  and  itf  demerits  tiscer- 
tained,  if  there  be  any  attached  to  it,  I  ask  ita 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  v 

The  preamble  and  resolution  ^ere  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whereas,  in  eonseqaence  of  t^e.exliauttioD  of  the  ap- 
propriation heretofore  made  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Capitol,  a  large  number  of  mechanic*.  laborers,  and  ethers 
employed  there  have  been  discharged,  and  are  thrown  out 
of  service  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  employment  cannot 
be  obtained  elsewhere, 

Be  it  ther^ore  rttolved,  That  the  architect  of  the  Cap- 
itol be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  continue  in  service, 
until  an  appropriation  shall  hereafter  be  made,  as  many  of 
the  mechanics,  laborers,  and  others  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  as  shalt  be  wiliiag  to 
remain  in  service  and  await  anv  appropriation  which  may 
be  hereafter  made  by  Congress  tor  their  pay. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  1  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment 
to  allow  me  to  propose  a  modification  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  irom  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Yknable]  has  been  recognized  by 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Permit  me  to  suggest  io  my 
friend  from  New  York,  that  as  this  resolution  is  a 
report  from  a  committee,  the  gentleman  who 
onered  it  cannot  modify  it. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  can  move  an  amendment^ 
I  suDi)ose? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  y  EN  ABLE.  There  may  be  the  very  best 
reason  in  the  world  why  these  workmen  should  be 
retained.  If  tliat  reason  was  the  preservation  of 
J  the  public  work,  and  if  that  work  was  Ukely  to  be 
iniured  or  destroyed  unless  this  resolution  was 
adopted,  I  might,  perhaps,  very  cheerfully  vote 
for  it.  But  I  never  can  vote  for  the  employment 
of  these  men  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  this  reso- 
lution. 1  never  can  consent  to  recognize,  by  my 
vote,  the  principle  that  it  is  the  primary  duty  of 
this  Government  to  afford  work  to  anybody.  I 
am  opposed  to  Fourierism  in  all  its  shapes;  and  I 
repeat  that  I  never  can  recognize  it  ^  a  primary 
duty  of  this  Government  to  supply  people  that  are 
out  of  employment  with  work.  If  these  men  have 
made  a  contract  with  the  undertaker  of  this  work» 
anc\.  the  money  appropriated  by  the  Government 
is  exhausted,  they  must  take  their  luck,  as  others 
do.  When  the  people  in  my  country  get  out  of 
work,  ^ey  never  come  to  Congress  and  ask  to  be 
provided  with  employment,  and  tliey  have  never 
recognized  the  prmciple  that  it  is  the  business  of 
this  Government  to  take  money  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  supply  people  who  are  out  of  work,  or  idle 
people  with  the  means  of  living.  If  it  can  be  sat- 
isfactorily shown  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  pubUo 
works,  I  will  cheerfully  give  it  my  support.    Bu% 
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ik#  S«ereCM7  of  State,  and  the  dncaroenta  which  accom- 
patMd  ix.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WAaOMM^rron,  Dettmhf  16, 1631. 

The  mc— ftge  was  read.. 
On  mocion  hy  Mr.  HUJ^TIIER,  it  was 
Orierwi,  That  it  be  referrediD  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
MniiiMj^iiiiil  be  printed. 

THIS  CASE  OF  THE  PROMETHEUS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Im.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
Ate  the  following  message  from  the  President  of 
ii» United  States:      - 

A  Ac  Senate  of  the  United  State$  : 

I  teve  received  a  reemataon  of  the  Senate,  adopted  upon 
*r  Eia  toataat,  in  the  Ibllowing  tenne: 
**»— flfaeJ,  That  the  Preddeat  of  the  United  States  be 
to  eDmiauaicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  inoonsiat- 
witb  Che  public  interest,  any  information  the  Execu- 
kf  tMve  received  respecting  the  firing  into  and 
of  the  American  steamship  Prometheus  b^  a  Brit- 
ofwrnty  in  November  last,  near  Grey  Town,  on 
'  l&e  MMiqaico  Coast ;  and,  also,  what  measures  have  been 
't&kcsi  by  Ciie  Executive  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  (hct 
'  iBd  to  vindifcadte  the  honor  of  the  country. " 

in  ait'jwef  to  this  ^nest,  I  submit  to  the  Senate  the  ftc- 
I  itiayint  extracts  from  a  communication  addressed  to 
!%•  Ocywtneot  of  State  by  Mr.  Joseph  L.  White,  ascbun- 
fd  of  the  Americain  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ship  Canal  Corn- 
ed instant, 
rowmwiication  is  the  principal  source  of  the  in- 
reeeired  \tf  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
lo,  and  is  presumed  to  be  essentially  correct  in 
t  of  ifae  facts.  Upon  receiving  this  comrouni- 
insCntcfioDs,  such  as  the  occasion  seemed  to  de- 
were  immediaieiy  dispatched  to  the  Minister  of  the 
t  in  London.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed 
return  of  any  answer  to  this  dispatch  from  him ;  and, 
is  «if  Julgment,  it  would  at  the  present  moment  be  incon- 
wjtti  the  public  interest  to  communicate  those  in- 
A  communication,  however,  of  all  the  corre- 
vrOI  be  made  lo  the  Senate  at  the  earliest 
at  which  a  properregard  to  the  public  interest  will 


iy  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
It  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  DEPART- 
MENT OF  WAR. 
ntPRfiSEtDENT  fro  iempore  laid  befoce  the 
A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  accom- 
bj  statements  showing  the  expenditures 
the  appropriations  for  the  contingent  ex- 
of  the  offices  and  bureaus  of  thatJDepart- 
which  was  read. 

That  It  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


SmTt 


TOPOGRAPHICAL  ENGINEERS. 
tke  PRESIDENT  pro  tempwt  laid  before  the 
lie  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  War,  commu- 
'  [^  in  compliance  with^  a  resolution  of  the 
<»f  the  15Ui  February  last,  a  report  of  the 
i£  tlie  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
giqpe  the  rules  for  the  gcrvemment  of  that  corps, 
«n4  tkt  duties  on  which  each  officer  has  been  em- 
piaysi  since  1838;  which  was  read. 
Ota  mocion  by  Mr.  BORLAND,      . 
That  it  lie  on  the  table. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ohio«  prmying  an  amendment  to  the  laws  relating 
to  iim  ^ifNomatic  ioterooijrse  between  the  United 
Stabeaaod  foreign  countries;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Commiuee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

A]s9,  dM  petition  of  Zachariah  Lawrence,  pray- 
■?  eoaKpenaatJon  for  theeaptnreof  a  British  sloop 
ctftfld  tt«  Venture,  during  tne  last  war  with  Great 
Britftin;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 


Altte  same  time  instructions  were  given  to  Commodore 
IMsr,  conmaLnding  the  home  souadron,  a  copy  of  which, 
tolka*  Iter  rrtnte  to  the  case  w  the  Prometteus,  is  here- 
'to*  rrawnnied  lo  the  Senate. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WsaaxifaToit,  .December  16, 185L 

Thm  message  was  read. 

Oaaiotion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

0Mirai»  That  it  he  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

INTSROCEANIC  CANAL. 

Tht  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  also  laid  before  the 
hatim  the  following  message  from  the  President 
if  Ike  United  Sutes: 

•/  the  United  Statee : 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Seiuue  of  the  8th  In- 
tbe  ctmimunication  of  a  dispatch  addressed 
t  of  State  by  Mr.  Niles,  late  Charge 
United  states  at  Turin,  I  transmit  a  report 
of  State,  which  is  accompanied  by  a 
I.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

I6th  December,  1851. 

was  read. 


^fr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  of  the  late 
«4  jammaA  hmA  qAgms  at  Monroe.  Loiummw*  I 


C raying    additional    compensation    for    locating 
ounty  land  warrants. 
Orderedf  That  it  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  QWIN  presented  a  petition  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  sloon-of-war  Falmouth,  at- 
tadied  to  the  Pacific  squadron,  praying  extra  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  th^  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Also,  a  document  relating  to  the  claim  of  Mari- 
ano Q.  VaMejo  to  i;idemnity  for  property  taken 
for  the  use  or  the  United  States  troops  under  the 
command  of  Captain  J.  C.  Fremont;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  sale  of  re- 
served lands  in  Clark  county  in  tnnt^State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  memorial  of 
Peter  Q.  Washington,  John  F.  C.  Saloman,  and 
William  Selden,  proposing  to  enter  into  a  contract 
for  supplying  the  cities  of  Washington  and  George- 
town with  water  from  the  Potomac  river,  above 
Georgetown ;  which  wtis  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  the  districts  of  Kershaw  and  Lancaster,  South 
Carolina,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Camden,  in  that  State,  to  Monroe,  in 
North  Corolina;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Benjamin  H.  Mooers,  for  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  of  Benjamin  Mooers,  deceased,  an  officer  in 
the  revolutionary  Army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  depreciation  on  the  commutation  certificates 
issued  to  their  ancestor  in  lieu  of  his  half-pay  for 
life;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  have  been  requested  to 
present  a  memorial,  si^ed  by  a  large  number  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  the 
restoration  of  the  law  authorizing  prompt  and 
summary  punishment  for  petty  offences  in  the 
Navy  and  commercial  marine.  I  understand  the 
petitioners  to  pray  for  the  restoration  of  the  law 
authorizing  flogging.  I  move  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  am  quite  amazed,  Mr. 
President,  at  that  paper.  I  dia  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible that  so  many  people  in  Philadelphia  could 
have  been  found  to  sign  such  a  memorial  as  that 
seems  to  be.  I  hardly  know  at  this  moment  of 
surprise  what  tp  say  m  relation  to  it.  It  is  a  very 
important  matter,  which  is  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  reference  to  which  I  ought  not,  perhaps, 
inconsiderately  to  discourse.  I  cannot  but  remem- 
ber that  the  State  of  New  'Jersey  was  one  of  the 
ffrst  in  the  Union  which  approved  those  important 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  secured  freedom  of  religion,  of 
speech,  and  the  right  to  petition,  and  which  has  so 
securely  guarded  tne  State  sovereignties  fron)  en- 
croachments by  the  G^eral  Government.  For 
myself,  I  yield  to  no  man  in  respect  to  the  right 
of  petition;  and  as  long  as  truth  is  permitted  to 
combat  error,  1  will  throw  no  obstacles  in  its  way. 
Sir,  if  there  be  a  right  to  petition  the  Senate  upon 
such  a  subject,  I  suppose  it  is  entirely  within  the 
power  of  the  Senate  to  take  what  action  th^y  may 
think  proper  upon  it^  and  therefore  perhaps  it 
would  be  most  prudent  for  me  to  postpone  the 
expression  of  my  opinions,  and  ask  that  for  the 
present  the  memorial  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  with  the  view  of  taking  it  up  a^ain  for  dis- 
cussion on  Tuesday  next.  By  adopting  this 
course,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  the 
memorial.  In  the  mean  time,  i  give  notice  to 
those  who  may  be  in  favor  of  the  measure, 'that  I 
will  fight  it  from  the  start.  Sir,  I  am  entirely  op- 
posed to  any  such  proposition;  and  move  that  it 
oe  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  What  is  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ? 

Mr.  STOCKTON.    To  Uck  the  saUors. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  the  memorial  is  laid 
upon  the  table,  it  can  be  called  up  at  any  time. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
and  let  it  lie  there. 

The  motion  to  Uiy  the  memorial  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GWIN,  at  a  subseouent  period  of  the  day, 
roM  and  aaid:  Mr.  Pretiasat,  i  wish  t«  suiks  a 


remark  respecting  a  memorial  which  was  presented 
this  morning  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  BaooHKAD,]  praying  for  a  restoration  of 
flogging  in  the  Navv.  Before  that  memorial  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiieurs,  it 
will  be  desirable  to  know  whether  it  is  intended  to 
restore  flogging*  or  to  substitute  any  other  system 
of  punishment  in  the  Navy.  That  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  may  be  expressed  on  tliis  subject,  I 
give  notice  that  I  shall  call  up  the  memorial  on 
Tuesday  next,  and  I  hope  the  Senator  frpm  New 
Jersey  will  then  be  ready  to  debate  it. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 

"^Ordered,  That  die  memorial  of  Sylvester  Churchill,  «m 
the  files  or  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comrainee  on 
Military  Aflairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Qlmrlet  Lewiii, 
on  the  filet  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Uic  pctlon  of  James  Dunning.' on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Clalou. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  nvas 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  O.  Means,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
relating  to  the  application  of  Jolm  Schley,  for  a  renewal  of 
a  patent,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Ofiice. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  peUtion  of  George  Talcott,  on  the  fih» 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affiiirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  J.  K.  Rogers,  legal  rep- 
resentative of  David  Cordery,  deceased,  on  the  filen  of  the 
Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afifairs. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  tlie  legal 
representatives  ef  John  Moore,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Conimittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Commerce  be  dis- 
charged from  Uic  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
Italian  Mutual  Benevolent  Society  of  New  Orleans,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  MANGUM  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
personal  representatives  of  William  A.  Slacum. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENTS   VerSUS 
MONARCHIES. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  foUowing  reso- 
iutions  for  consideration: 

Whereas  the  signs  of  the  tiroes  are  portentous  of  an  ap- 
proaching struggle  in  Europe  between  the  republican 
masses,  (or  constitutional  government!)  on  tlie  one  side,  and 
the  advocates  of  monarchies  fbr  absolute  governments  on 
the  other ;  and  whereas  it  pressingly  behooves  tlie  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people^ of  the  united  sovereign 
States  of  America  to  seriously  consider,  and  betimes  to 
inquire  into  the  relations  of  the  Government  and  the  coun- 
try to  this  struggle,  and  their  duty,  in  view  of  it,  to  them- 
selves, to  foreign  nations,  and  the  international  law:  There- 
fore, 

Be  it  rewired,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into,  and  report  upon,  the  eipe- 
dieney  of  an  open  aeclaration  by  Congreeo  to  torei|tfi  na- 
tions and  the  world,  that  the  United  States  hold  srnctly  to 
the  policy  and  principle,  that  each  individual,  nation,  state, 
or  power,  possesses  for  itself  the  exclusive  riglit,  and  solo 
power,  to  take  care  and  dispose  of  its  own  internal  con- 
cerns, without  and  exempt  from  the  intervention  mid  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  government,  slate,  confederacy, 
alliance,  or  power  whatsoever,  and  tliat  any  such  interven- 
tion t>r  interference  by,  or  on  the  part  of,  any  foreign  gov- 
ernment, state,  confederacy,  alliance,  or  power,  constitutes 
an  InlVaction  of  the  law  of  nations,  auth^xing  and  justify- 
ing the  interposition  of  any  or  all  other  governments,  con- 
fodcracies,  or  powers,  at  their  discretion,  to  prevent  such 
intervenUon,  and  to  repair  such  infraction  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

Retolved,fttrther,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  also  into  the  expediency  of  requesting  the  Presi- 
deiu  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  negotiations  to  be  opened 
with  all  other  constitotioaal  governments,  witli  a  view  and 
to  the  end  of  obtaining  their  toOperation  with  the  United 
States  in  the  declaration  aforesaid,  and  the  policy  and  prin- 
ciple thereof,  and  in  the  observance,  defence,  and  marnie- 
nance  of  tlie  law  of  nations  in  tliis  respect.  i 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referrtd  the  pfetiti#n  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Greene,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  William  P.  Greene. 
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The  bill  was  read  and  pasted  to  the  second 
reading. 
Ordered,  Thst  the  reptnt  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  also,  &em  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  A.  McGaw,  sub- 
mittCMl  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  granting 
relief  to  John  A.  McGhiw,  of  New  York. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  providing  for  the  better  security 
of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  pro- 
pelled in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  blU  to  grant  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  unsold  and  unappropriated 
public  lands  remaining  in  that  State,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

COMPENSATION  OF  TREASURERS. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
compensation  to  such  persons  as  may  be  designated 
by  tne  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  moneys,  under  the  fifteenth  section 
of  the  act  of  6th  August,  1846,  for  the  additional 
services  required  under  that  act,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

It  will  take  but  little  time,  said  the  honorable 
gentleman,  to  dispose  of  this  bill,  and  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  for 
consideration  now.  It  was  passed  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate.  It  is  designed  to  provide 
compensation  for  a  class  of  officers  who  were 
omitted  to  be  provided  for  by  the  act  of  1846 — ^I 
mean  that  class  who  were  designated  as  the  **de- 
pbsitors. "  This  bill  having  passed  the  Senate  last 
year,  probably  failed  in  the  House  because  it  only 
reached  that  body  in  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  Was  then  considered  by  the  Senate  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  there  being  no 
amendment  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  a  third  reading. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  afre^ble  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  A.  Kellett;  whicn  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  Baldwin  and 
others;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

WIDOW  OP  GENERAL  WORTH. 

The  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND, 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  L. 
Worth. 

Mr.  HALE.  Is  there  any  report  accompanyr- 
ing  that  bill?  If  there  be,  I  should  like  to  have  it 
read 

Mr.  BORLAND.  There  was  no  report  in  the 
case.  It  was  a  bill  introduced  by  me  last  session 
of  Congress  granting  a  pension  to  the  widow  of 
General  Worui.  There  was  no  report  necessary 
in  the  case.  The  facts  were  known  to  all.  His 
position  in  the  Army,  the  circumstances  of  his 
death,  his  great  merit  as  an  officer,  added  to  her 
claims  to  support  under  these  circumstances,  she 
was  generally  regarded  as  deserving  of  the  care 
and  sympatny  and  relief  of  the  Gfovernment. 
There  were  no  facts  beyond  these  necessary  to  be 
set  forth  in  a  report,  and  these  facts  were  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  Senator.  For  this  reason  no 
report  was  made.  When  the  bill  was  reported 
from  the  committee,  I  asked  for  its  consideration. 
It  was  passed  in  the  Senate  and  went  to  the 
House,  but  failed  there  for  want  of  time,  not  com- 
ing up  in  the  re^lar  order  of  business.  One  reason 
why  I  ask  for  its  passage  by  the  Senate  now  is, 
that  I  learn  from  members  of  the  House  that  it 
can  be  passed  in  that  branch  of  Congress  at  an 
early  day,  and  thus  afford  relief  to  the  widow  of 
one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  ever  known  in  our 
Army — relief  of  which  she  stands  eminently  in 
need. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  by  no  means  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  shall  not  make  any  objec- 
tions.    My  reason  for  inquiring  whether  there 


was  any  report  was  this,  that  I  know  the  circum- 
Rtonces  unaer  which  it  was  reported  last  session. 
I  know,  also,  that  a  bill  was  introduce  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  another  distinguished  of- 
ficer— I  mean  the  widow  of"  Generw  McNeil. 
When  that  bill  came  up,  it  did  not  go  quite  so 
easy,  and  I  want  tg  know  if  there  is  anytmng  pe- 
culiar in  the  two  cases.  I  supposed  that  if  there 
was  anything  peculiar  which  could  distinguish  the 
one  case  from  the  other,  that  peculiarity  would 
have  been  set  forth  in  the  report. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  will  not  prolong  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  bill,  but  will  merely  answer  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  by  remarking  that 
I  know  of  no  peculiar  feature  in  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  Qeneral  McNeil  which 
should  preveiftits  passage.  That  bill  will  soon  be 
reportea  by  the  committee,  and  it  shall  have  my 
support.  But  I  cannot  conceive  how  that  bill  can 
have  anything  to  do  with  this. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  believe  that  I  made  an 
objection  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 
General  McNeil,  and  1  also  object  to  this.  It  is 
the  introduction  of  the  principle  to  which  I  ob- 
ject— that  of  pensioning  the  widows  of  distin- 
guished men  by  making  them  exceptions  to  general 
laws,  and  of  legislating  upon  each  particular  case 
without  a  general  law.  That  is  the  prnciple  we 
are  introducing  in  this  case,  and  in  others  like  it, 
and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  it.  But  I  have  made 
opposition  to  this  principle  so  often,  and  yet  so 
ineffectually,  that  I  Know  the  inutility  of  renewing 
that  opposition  now,  and  therefore  I  surrender  the 
point,  merely  expressing  my  disapprobation  of  all 
bills  of  t)ie  lund. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  were  possible  to  frame 
a  general  law  embracing  cases  so  meritorious  as 
this  and  no  others,  I  would  agree  with  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Kentucky.  But  I  despair  of  ever 
seeing  any  such  law;  and  because  it  is  only  by 
special  legislation  that  we  can  obtain  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  a  case  so  peculiarly  meritorious  as 
this,  if  such  a  general  law  were  passed; and  because 
other  Implications  less  meritorious  in  their  charac- 
ter than  this  would  oAen  obtain  an  equal  consid- 
eration under  it,  I  think  it  is  right,  and  proper, 
and  wise,  to  consider  these  cases  separately.  I 
think  it  just  to  single  out  for  favor  such  as  come 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  magnitude  and  heroism  of  services 
renderea,  and  the  destitution  of  families  bereaved. 

Those  cases  which  have  not  merit  will  undoubt- 
edly fail  by  the  way.  I  therefore  cordially  sup- 
port the  proposition  contained  in  the  bill.  I  shall 
record  my  vote  for  it  now,  and  I  shall  be  equally 
happy  to  record  it  on  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  has  expressed  a  wish  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  recoroing  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and 
1  wish  to  give  him  that  opportunity,  as  well  as 
to  have  myself  an  opportunity  of  recording  my 
vote  against  the  principle,  and  therefore  I  wul  ask 
for  the  yeas  ana  nays.  I  wish  to  ascertain  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  matter — because  1  think 
it  will  save  time  and  expense  hereafler — whether 
they  will  undertake  to  legislate  in  particulcu*  cases, 
and  grant  pensions  when  there  are  no  general  laws 
authorizing  it.  I  believe  that  if  we  introduce  this 
principle,  it  will  lead  to  more  partiality,  more 
favoritism,  and  interfere  more  with  the  regular 
legislation  of  Congress,  than  almost  anything  else 
that  we  can  do.  And,  Mr.  President,  my  expe- 
rience has  been  that  there  is  hardly  any  case  where 
you  bring  forward  the  claims  of  the  individual, 
and  present  him  or  her  with  the  wants  by  which 
he  or  she  is  surrounded  to  the  sjrmpathies  of  Con- 
gress— I  say,  there  is  hardly  any  individual  case 
which  may  be  thus  presented,  which  will  not  be 
provided  for;  and  if  you  begin  taact  in  this  way, 
without  a  general  pnnciple,  you  will  consume  tne 
whole  time  of  Congress  in  these  individual  gra- 
tuities. Sir,  what  was  the  case  of  Charlotte 
Lynch?  I  had  occasion,  the  other  day,  to  men- 
tion that  case. 

Mr.  HALE.  And  upon  that  I  had  occasion  to 
meet  you. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Sir,  that  case  illustrates 
the  whole  condition  of  things.  An  accomplished 
lady 

Mr.  HALE,  (in  his  seat.)    Certainly,  a  poetess. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Yes,  sir,  a  poetess,  in- 
temiinglinj^and  associating  with  membereof  Con- 
gress»  making  a  deep  impression  upon  them  by 
her  meriu  in  every  way;  and,  sir,  it  required  all 


1  my  firmness  to  resist  an  application  of  that  sort^ 
and  I  own  that  I  was  near  giving  way  myself- 
(Laughter.)  Now,  sir,  you  present  an  mdividunl 
case,  man  or  woman,  and  you  have  eloquent  ap- 
peals  made  in  favor  of  that  man  or  tliat  woman, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  you  ^ve  the  gratuitjr 
which  may  be  asked  for.  And ,  sir,  with  reference 
to  this,  we  had  an  illustration  the  other  day.  One 
of  my  good  constituents,  who,  upon  the  principle 
of  that  bill  is  entitled  to  receive  fiileen  or  twenty 
thousand  dollara  from  the  Treasury,  was  represent- 
ed by  me  here  the  other  day.  1  was  advocating 
his  cause  on  that  precedent,  and  my  friend  to  the 
left  [Mr.  Hale]  snook  his  head  and  said  that  we 
had  gone  far  enough.  Now,  sir,  let  us  have  the 
yeas  and  nays.  And  I  will  say  that  if  you  go  it 
m  this  case,  I  shall  make  no  resistance,  but  mtIII 
say  go  it  in  all.  Sir,  we  have  innumerable  wid  o  wa 
to  provide  for;  and  if  from  the  fact  of  their  being 
the  widows  of  meritorious  and  distinguished  men 
you  are  to  provide  for  them  all  upon  the  same 
footing,  you  wiU  have  claims  upon  you  enough  to 
bankrupt  any  treasury.  If,  then,  gentlemen  w^ish 
to  set  the  example  in  this  case,  I  assure  them  that 
I  will  not  trouble  them  hereafter  with  speeches 
upon  the  sul^ect. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  propose 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  ?    I  suppose  that  is  his  proposition. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    Yes,  sir. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    I  desire  to  say  one  word, 
alUiough  it  is  not  my  puipose  to  say  anything  in 
relation  to  this  bill,  but  simply  in  response  to  s 
remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.     I 
insist  that  in  asking  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  we 
do  not  seek  the  introduction  of  any  new  principle. 
It  may  indeed  be  a  new  principle,  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  law,  but  it  certainly  is  not  so  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  the  law;  for  our  present  law 
grants  pensions  to  the  widows  of  all  ofilcers  and 
soldiere  who  are  killed  in  battle,  or  who  die  of 
their  wounds  or  of  disease  contracted  while  in  the 
service  of  their  country.    Now,  sir,  it  ia  true  ihal 
Qeneral  Worth  was  not  killed  in  battle;  but  I  do 
insist  upon  it,  and  say  it  upon  my  personal  knowl- 
edge, as  well  as  upon  the  knowledge  of  others* 
that  he  returned  from  Mexico,  after  having  fought 
the  battles  of  his  country,  broken  down  with  dis- 
ease, sufiering  from  wounds  received  in  former 
battles,  and  in  that  condition  was  ordered  to  Texas, 
in  the  face  of  the  cholera,  and  he  fell  before  it — 
marching  to  San  Antonio— a  more   formidable 
enemy  than  any  he  had  ever  encountered  on  the 
field  of  battle—leaving  his  family,  whom  he  had 
not  been  able  to  take  care  of  for  more  than  thirty 

reare,  destitute  of  the  common  comforts  of  life. 
contend,  then,  that  Mre.  Wbrth  is  eminently 
entitled  to  receive  this  pension.  I  say,  also,  that 
there  is  no  new  prineipfe,  nor  any  new  precedent, 
involved  in  the  proposition,  because  we  nave  done 
the  same  thing  for  other  widows.  This  sum  of 
f^  per  monui,  is  precisely  the  sum  which  '^-as 
given  to  the  widow  of  Commodore  Decatur.  That 
IS  the  sum  which  was  asked  and  obtained  in  that 
case,  and  that  case  can  be  claimed  as  a  precedent, 
if  necessary,  so  that  the  consciences  of  gentlennen 
may  be  relieved  on  the  score  tf  want  of  prece- 
dent.   I  have  no  more  to  say. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and  resulted — ye^a 
38,  nays  5;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mcgsra.  Alchiswii,  Badger.  Borlind.  Bradbury, 
Brodhead,  Butler,  Cbase,  Clemens,  Oavi*,  Doage  of  Wia- 
confiii,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felcb,  Pif^, 
Foot  of  Vomiont,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Houston,  James,  Joiir«  of 
Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Mallory,Mangnm,  Mason,  Mil- 
ler, Morton,  Norris,  Sebastian,  Seward.  Shields,  Smith, 
Spruance,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Upham,  Wad?,  and  Walkeif 

— ^-  — 

NAYS— Messrs.  Dawson,  Hunter,  King,  Pratt,  and  Uo- 

derwood — 5. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  being  the  resohition  declaring  the 
measures  of  adjustment  to  be  a  definitive  settlement 
of  the  questions  grewing  out  of  slavery. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  taken  part  in  the  debate  on  tliis 
resolution,  but  that  I  have  thought  it  proper,  and 
perhaps  necessary,  to  place  myself  right  upon 
some  questions  which  have  arisen  hei*etofore,  and 
were  adverted  to  at  a  former  period  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Footk,]  in  reference  to 
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th€  acUon.of  certain  Senators  from  the  Southern 
Slates,  myself  included,  upon  the  bill  for  the  rec- 
hmation  of  fugitive  slaves,  which  passed  during 
the  last  Congress,  and  which  formed  one  of  that 
writs  of  naeasures  which  some  gentlemen  term  the 
tompromise.  In  order  that  I  ma^  be  distinctly 
oaderstood  upon  this  question,  I  will  ask  the  per- 
aissioD  of  the  Senate  to  read  the  remarks  made 
hj  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  during  the  present 
session  ,  so  far  as  they  refer  to  it.  Those  remarks, 
«s  reported,  were  as  follow: 

» li  IB  «L>o  n«l  forgotten  by  me,  and  I  bopc  that  it  ia  not 
fe|oaen  tijr  the  Seaste  either,  that  Uii«  particular  act  would 
tave  been  pa«sed  by  the  two  HooseH  of  Consresa  at  a  much 
«vtter  pertrtd  of  tbe  aeMinR  before  tb«  last  Uian  it  was,  but 
Ibr  iIm  6tct  cbat  it  vn*  uot  deemed  politic  by  certain  Snnth- 
m  Senators,  who  had  special  charge  of  the  Rubject,  to  re- 
*ia  biU  for  tbe  recaption  and  restoration  Of  fufntives  from 
ce  OBtil  it  ahoald  be  aseertain^d  that  all  the  other  quts- 
eoaaected  with  tlie  subject  of  dometttic  slavery  were 
ttsly  to  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  m  Congress.  The 
ate  will  remember  my  former  exposition  of  tbis  matter 
{,  and  cannot  have  forgotten  my  statement  of  an  im- 
It  matter  of  fact  coanected  with  this  delicate  point, 
,  I  declared,  io  bearing  of  hoaorable  Seaators  from  the 
I,  who  eoald  not  deny  the  truth  of  what  I  said,  that 
MooraMe  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass  J  and 
Seaatoiy  from  the  States  of  the  North,  now  present, 
wlMHn  I  eould  easily  name,  requested  me  to  sec  the 
ar  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Masok,]  and  the  Senator  from 
CaroUna,  to  whom  I  am  now  replying,  at  a  very  early 
day  ef  Ibe  session  then  in  |irogress,  and  to  urge  upon  them 
h0b  tb«  importance  of  their  reporting  a  bill  witliout  delay 
wMch,  wben  it  shoald  become  a  law,  would  secure  AdiII 
•o  Hm  S0ath  io  n^rd  to  fugitives  fh>m  service, 
themselves  to  vote  for  any  bill  which  should  be 
ted,  which  should  be  free  from  constitutional  ob- 
The  motivn  of  honorable  Senators  in  not  report- 
bill  earlier  I  have  never  arraigned,  nor  do  I  on  the 
eaaioo.  They  were  doubtless  conscientioas  in 
I,  ttioagb  I  thought  them  at  the  time  injudicious 
coarse  adopted  by  them,  as  I  still  do ;  the  reai«on 
i  Ibr  delaying  the  reporting  of  this  bill,  that  if  the 
lavolved  therein  should  be  satisAu^torily  adjusted 
te,  it  might  prove  impossible  thereafter  to  rouse 
dtam  to  energetic  action  io  codperation  with  the 
Boolhem  States,  for  the  vindication  of  their  ensentfal 
t,  aever  having  been  considered  by  me  to  be  of  a  char> 
Mifieiently  solid  to  entitle  it  to  operate  potentially 
r  deiiberations  of  Congress.  >  * 

i«  the  reference  made  to  this  subject  by 

Uor  from  Mississippi,  as  contained  in  the 

from   which  1  reao.     He  said  tliere,  and 

b  correctly,  (hat  a  like  reference  had  been  made 

ttteaame  subject  a(  a  former^me,  his  purpose 

IjhfAtB,  as  it  was  the  other  day,  to  show  that 

VM^BMalors  ^ho  it  was  supposed  had  the  most 

of  the  bill  adverted  to,  had  not 
rard  or  pressed  ilPupon  the  considera- 
f  Senate  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Senator 
ippi,  and  those  Northern  Senators 
he  advised,  deemed  it  became  them  to 
I  have  looked  back  to  his  former  reference 
■object,  and  desire  now  to  give  a  history 
•ctioa  of  the  Senate  on  that  bill,  and  of 
of  those  haviiig  it  in  charge,  so  far 
ie  has  been  questioned  by  the  Senator — 
of  measures  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
is  called  '*the  compromise."  It  is 
known  that  this  batch  of  measures  had  been 
into  one  bill,  called,  after  the  fashion 
dK  day,  the  **omnibti8,*'  and  that  from  being 
liosded,  or  the  passengers  quarreling  by  the 
r,  the  omnibtu  broke  down,  and  each  measure 
leti  to  take  care  of  itself.  They  were  sepa- 
A^  P^^  effort  had  been  made  to  keep  them 
r.  *  But  It  failed;  and  each  bill  stooa  upon 
I  merits.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
lia  passed  August  13, 1850.  It  had  on  the 
prerious  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  On 
iW  sftme  daj  it  passed,  a  motion  was  made  by 
tkm  Scmator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  chair- 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  to  take  up, 
»>xt  in  order,  the  bill  providing  agovsrnment 
ike  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  The  Senator 
South  Carolina,  at  tbe  head  of  the  Judiciary 
'"ee,  [Mr.  Bvti«r] — the  committee  that 
the  fugitive  slave  bill — interposed,  and 
that,  according  to  his  view,  the  bill  for  the 
juatioo  of  fugitive  slaves  had  the  precedence, 
•bould  be  taken  up  next  in  order.  It  was  at 
thmt  tone  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  took 
Ik*  first  notice  of  what  he  supposed,  and  it  would 
jH  topposes,  to  have  been  some  delin- 
on  th«  part  of  the  Senator  from 
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South  Carolina,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  or  on 
my  part,  I  having  introduced  it,  in  pressing  it  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from 
Mississippi  stated,  on  that  occasion,  as  he  has 
stated  now,  that  at  a  former  period  of  that  session 
he  had  been  specially  applied  to  by  some  Senators 
from  the  northern  States,  among  whom  he  in- 
stanced the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,] 
who  had  suggested  to  him  to  confer  with  those 
Senators  who  had  charge  of  the  bill,  upon  tlie  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  bringing  it  forward  and 
urging  its  passage;  that  he  made  that  application 
to  me,  amongst  others;  and  that  it  was  aeclined. 
I  do  not  recollect  such  application,  though  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  fact,  as  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi has  said  so.  But  I  have  just  as  little  doubt 
that  various  conversations  took  place  between  the 
Senator  and  myself,  and  other  Senators  and  my- 
self, upon  the  expediency  and  wisdom,  as  things 
then  stood,  of  bringing  on  this  fugitive  slave  bill 
in  advance  of  the  other  measures  with  which  it 
had  been  connected,  and  urging  it  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate.  Whot  my  reply  to  him  was 
I  do  not  know.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  if  the 
Senator's  memory  is  accurate,  that  he  has  reported 
it  correctly.     1  shall  come  presently  to  that. 

I  wish  to  show  now  from  the  record,  becaune  I 
am  desirous  that  it  may  go  before  the  country, 
what  steps  were  taken  in  reference  to  that  fugitive 
slave  bill;  how  they  progressed,  and  where  they 
terminated.  1  have  had  reference  to  the  register, 
and  find  that  on  the  3d  of  January,  1830— a  very 
early  day  after  the  Senate  met — 1  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  introduce  that  bill.  It  was  intro- 
duced January  4th,  and  on  the  same  day,  on  my 
motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. January  16th  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee reported  it  to  the  Senate.  January  22d  I 
offered  an  amendment  to  it,  which,  at  my  instance, 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  printed.  I  should  say, 
however,  that  on  the  16th  of  January,  the  day 
upon  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported the  bill,  it  was  on  his  motion  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  January  23d ,  one  week 
off.  On  the  23d,  as  appears  from  the  renter, 
other  business  interposea,  and,  on  the  motion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  the  spe- 
cial order  was  deferred  until  the  next  day.  On 
the  24th  the  bill  was  debated  pretty  much  at  length 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported 
it.  The  Senate  on  (hat  day  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day, the  28ih,  when  I  enga^edf  in  the  debate  and 
spoke  at  length  on  the  bill.  On  the  29th,  (the 
next  day,)  the  very  distinguished  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  whose  absence  from  the 
deliberations  of  this  body,  and  its  cause,  we  all  de- 
plore, introduce  his  resolutions  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  all  the  subjects  then  before  the  Senate 
arising  out  of  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery, 
and  on  his  motion  they  were  madfe  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  for  the  5th  of  February,  six  days 
off.  On  that  day,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  his  resolu- 
tions, and  continued  that  address  during  the  next 
day,  occupying  the  5th  and  6th.  The  debate  con- 
tinued on  these  resolutions,  and  on  the  13th  of 
February  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missis- 
sipppi  [Mr.  Foote]  gave  notice  that  he  should 
at  an  early  day,  move  for  a  special  committee  to 
which  the  entire  subject  should  be  referred.  On 
the  25th,  the  debate  still  continuing  on  those  reso- 
lutions, the  Senator  from  Mississippi  moved  this 
reference.  The  debate  then  continued  upon  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky ,  and  upon 
resolutions  of  like  character  offered  in  the  mean 
time  by  a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  FMr.  Bell,]  in 
connection  with  the  motion  made  oy  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  to  refer  them. 

Now,  as  to  the  fugitive  slave  bill,  I  have  said  that 
it  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Jan- 
uary 24th;  that  it  was  debated  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  on  that  day;  that  the  Senate 
did  not  R^rain  sit  until  the  28th,  when  the  debate 
was  continued  by  myself.  On  the  same  day  (the 
28th)  the  Senator-from  New  York  [Mr.  Seward] 
informed  the  Senate  that  he  had  been  requested  by 
the  Senator  from  ^hio  [Mr.  Chase]  to  ask  that 
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the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed. 
The  reason  assigned  was,  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  desired  to  be  heard  upon  it,  but  that  he  was 
called  from  the  city  by  illness  in  his  family.  It 
appears,  however,  that  a  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, no  longer  a  member  of  this  body,  [Mr.  Dat- 
TON,]  obtained  the  floor,  but  did  not  continue  the 
debate.  Thus  it  was,  that  the  law  for  the  reclama- 
tion of  fugitive  slaves,  which  had  been  introduced 
at  an  early  day  of  the  session<and  promptly  and 
actively  carried  on  through  its  various  stages,  lay 
in  repose,  after  the  28th  of  January*  for  reasons 
which  I  am  about  to.assign  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  froifi  Mississippi  says,  according 
to  his  recollection  or  his  construction,  that  thei« 
was  a  policy  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  charge  of  tlie  bill,  in  thus  keeping  it  back.  I 
think  1  have  shown,  that  up  to  January  ^th, 
whether  there  was  a  policy  or  not,  the  bill  was  not 
kept  back,  but  was  urged  and  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  have  shown  that 
on  the  next  day  (the  29th)  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  were  introduced,  and  that 
tlie  debate  continued  upon  them,  together  with  the 
motion  to  refer,  up  to  the  period  to  which  f  am 
about  to  advert. '  On  the  13th  of  March,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  connection  wirfi  the 
motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee,  being  still 
under  debate,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  no 
longer  a  member  of  this  body,  [Mr.  Baldwin,] 
moved  that  all  matter  in  the  resolutions  relating  to 
the  State  of  California  be  excluded  from  that  ref- 
erence. I  have  no  doubt  that,  many  Senators, 
who  were  present  then,  will  recollect  that  there 
was  a  strong  and  prevailing  inclination  oiY  the  part 
of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  reference,  to  except 
cei*tain  favorite  measures  of  theirs  from  it.  This 
California  bill  was  one  of  them.  Upon  the  prop- 
osition to  exclude  it,  a  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, no  lonc^r  a  member  of  this  body,  but  at  the 
head  of  the  Department  of  State,  expressed  him- 
self strongly  in  favor  of  keeping  it  teparate.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  expressnl 
himself  favorable  to  the  plan  of  reference,  but  said, 
-''My  hopes  are  not  strong  as  to  any  favorable 

*  results  to  grow  out  of  this  committee.     The 

*  chances  have  been  much  dimhiished  by  the  vote 

*  taken  on  yesterday,  if  that  vote  contained  any 

*  indication  of  the  deling  in  this  Chamber  with 

*  regard  to  the  committee  itself,  and  the  benefit 

*  to  result  from  it."  The  vote  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  had  reference,  was  a  vote 
taken  the  day  bek)re  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  to  take  up  the  resolution, 
and  his  motion  to  refer,  which  proposition  to  take 
up  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only, 
the  vote  being  24  yeas  to  22  nays.  From  this  the 
Senator  drew  an  unfavorable  augury  as  to  any 
benefit  to  result  from  the  committee  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  went  further,  and  said :  **  I 

*  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  can  anticipate  very  little 

*  good  from  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 

<  Mississippi.    For  myself,  I  am  not  prepared  to 

*  say  what  my  views  will  be  upon  this  whole  mat- 

*  ter;  they  are  not  formed.    I  say  merely,  that  this 

<  course  holds  out  some  hope,  and  is  therefore  well 

*  worthy  of  adoption.**  And  he  goes  on  to  say: 
«*  We  have  been  three  months  here,  and  wliat 

*  have  we  done  ?  Notliing.     We  have  not  passed  a 

*  single  law  of  the  least  material  importance.    We 

*  have  occupied  the  whole  time  by  the  discussion 

<  of  this  question,  and  no  practical  result  has  been 
'^attained;  and  present  appearances  do  not  indicate 

<  that  such  a  result  is  near.  But  though  we  have 
« done  nothing,  we  have  ascertained  that  some 
« things  cannot  be  done** — referring  to  All c  fact,  that 

4in  his  belief  the  Wilmot  proviso  and  Missouri 
line  could  not  pass. 

As  a  part  of  the  same  debate  he  went  on  to  say: 
••  Well,  then,  Mr.  President,  if  these  things  are 

*  impossible — if  they  cannot  be  done,  it  remains  to 

*  inquire  what  it  is  in  our  power  to  do.     My  own 

*  opinion  isj  sir,  that  we  should  take  up  the  bill  for 

*  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves,  reported  by  the 

*  Judiciary  Committee.    I  am  disposed  to  suspend 
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^tnerally  had  manifested  most  decided  opposition 
CO  enrlf  legislatloa  on  this  important  subject.  I 
rose  Ampi^r  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  facts  of 
the  case,  with  the  view  of  vindicating  the  secret 
truth  of  history  which  had  jiot  been  previously 
revealed.  My  object  was  not  to  implicate  the 
Secwior  from  South  Carolina  or  the  Scmitor  from 
Virgmia,  but  simply  to  enable  us  tP  have  a  better 
vodervtatiding  amon^  purselvea,  and  to  let  my 
coBstiiuents,  aod  the  citizens  of  the  South  gen  erall  y , 
usderstand  that  there  wta  a  strong  and  earnest 
desire  on  the  part  of  influential  Northern  members 
of  this  body  to  accord  to  the  South  all  that  the 
SdQth  couki  daifQ  on  this  point.  Tluit  was  my 
sole  object, 

Mr.  MASON.  I  have  finished  what  I  had  to 
•ay  on^ia  point,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  my 
«at  without  saying  a  few  words  upon  the  resolu- 
doo  DOW  before  the  Senate.  What  I  shall  say 
must  be  brief,  from  reluctance  to  detain  the  Sen- 
«te«  as  well  as  from  my  present  condition,  for  I  am 
nnfartunately  so  hoarse  that  I  can  scarcely  speak 

The  resolution  which  is  now  before  the  Senate 
is  of  a  character  which  doe?  not,  in  any  form,  ad- 
dr^n  itself  tO;my  approbation.  I  can  see  no  rea- 
son for  it,  and  no  occasion  for  it.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  it  declares  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
body,  the  measures  cited  should  be  considered  as 
lermiosting  all  question's  arising  out  of  the  insti- 
Cttcion  of  slavery.  Now,  I  am  not  aware  that 
cbere  is  any  State  in  this  Union,  except  the  State 
«r  South  Carolina,  which  continues  to  protest 
against  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  one  of  the 
Southern  States,  except  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
fioa,  which  has  not  declared,  in  the  motft  emphatic 
oMBner,  to  the  majority  in  this  Government,  If 
yma  wiU  stop  there,  and  execute  in  good  faith  the 
uw  fi>r  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves,  we  will 
•cqoicsce  in  what  has  been  done.  That  being  the 
eoedition  of  the  country,  I  can  see  no  reason,  no 
prapiriery,  in  further  interference  with  the  subject 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  As  to  the 
neasurea  themselves — ^the  law  for  the  admission 
ef  the  State  of  California  into  the  Union,  the  law 
Sdt  the  ^K>Iition  of  what  is  called  the  slave  trade 
m  the  Dwtrict  of  Columbia,  and  the  law  for  the 
diiiiM  iiiln  line  lit  of  Texas — ^I  have  no  chcmge  of 
fl|iiBkm  to  annoimce,  no  palinode  to  sing.  I  op- 
posed ihem  upon  t]|is  floor  by  my  voice  and  bv 
mr  vetcs;  and  when  they  passed,  I  united  with 
eocr  Senators  in  a  solemn  protest  against  them. 
ticCied  nothing  of  what  I  then  said;  my  opinions 
«f  AtfSB  rtmain  unchanged .  But  they  have  passed 
Ift ike  statute-book;  they  constitute  a  part  of  the 
Im  si  the  land.  I  have  never  counseled,  and 
(Ml  counsel,  my  people  to  further  resist- 
account  of  these* laws.  If  they  are 
lo  remain  as  they  are,  and  are  efficiently 
i,  there  is  no  purpose  or  desire  on  the  part 
,  d^ people  of  my  State  to  disturb  them,  hardly 
■iea^unly  as  we  have, in  our  opinion,  been  dealt 
ty  their  enactment. 

eh  beiag  the  general  feeling  in  thof  e  States 
miottuy  aflTected  by  these  measures,  where 
neceasit^,  where  tKe  propriety  of  disturbing 
Ihe  sul]^t8  they  disposed  of?  As  to  the  fu- 
slare  law,  I  do  not  entirely  a^ee  with  the 
>le  Senator  (irom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Bdt- 
to  the  practical  effect  of  that  law.  I  am 
e  (imless  it  be  in  the  first  instance  which 
At  Boston)  of  any  instance  where  the  of- 
€>f  the  Federal  Groveroment,  in  the  execution 
thet  law,  have  (ailed  to  do  their  duty.  I  am 
that,  notwithstanding  what  I  really  believe 
lo  ha^e  been  the  fair  and  honest  purpose  of  thpse 
oftcers  to^  execute  the  law,  in  two  States  at  least 
it  has  been  effectually  resisted.  I  refer  to  the  cases 
IB  Lemeaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  Syracuse, 
Hew  York.  What  was  there  done  is  now  the 
■object  of  judicial  investigation;  andl  am  content 
to  -wtat  the  rfiMilt  of  that  investigation,  before  I 
feron  an  opinion  whether  it  is  or  is  not  the  intention 
«/  these  States  to  have  the  law  enforced. 
8a  fiu'  the  hiw  has  done  good.  It  has  awakened 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  its  pro- 
carried  fully  into  execution.  It  has  at- 
aroond  it  the  patriotic  feeling  of  9  large  and 
^.^ent  portion  of  'the  people  in  those  States. 

siibiset  is  yet  pending,  and  I  am  not  prepared 

to  -pnaumnee  a  judgment  upon  the  result.  I  trust 
tlist  I  ftv  not  hoping  against  hope  w^en  I  say  that 
I  boiisySt  >A  time,  and  in  good  time,  the  sentiment 
mi  the  people  of  these  SdUes  will  bs  regeneraU  on 
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this  subject.  They  will  find  that  it  carries  with  it 
a  portion  of  their  constitutional  duly;  aiid  they 
will  find,  also,  that  it  carries  with  it  the  safetjr  of 
the  Union.  It  has  been  placed  upon  that  distinct 
issue  by  almost  all  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
among  others  by  the  State  of  Vir^nia;  and  I  do 
«ot  despair  of  that  law  yet  doing  its  office  elFect- 
ually. 

Then  as  to  this  resolution  further.  I  had  under- 
stood from  gentlemen  who  voted  for  those  meas- 
ures as  a  compromise,  that  they  were  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  country  as  the  ^reat  tranquilizing 
measure  of  peace — ^to  end  the  discord  and  ill  feel- 
ing which  alwajs  attend  the  ag^itation  of  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  our  deliberations.  I  object  to 
this  resolution,  because  it  is  not  the  usual  and  prop- 
er mode  of  legislative  action.  Our  functions  are 
to  express  the  legislative  will  of  the  country 
through  the  forms  of  law  and  under  the  sanctions 
of  law.  The  resolution  on  the  table  has  no  saqc- 
^tion — none  whatever.  It  is  inofficio\is,  and,  for 
whatever  end  introduced,  its  effiect  must  be  rather 
to  renew  agitation  than  to  quiet  it. 

We  are  all  aware  that  while  these  questions 
were  pending  the  safety  of  tliis  Union  was  most 
seriously  endanger^;  but,  in  the  laqguage  of  Mr. 
Jefi*erson,  I  had  hoped  and  believed  that  tne  billow 
which  threatened  us  had  passed  under  the  ship. 
The  public  mind  has  become  to  some  extent  tran- 
quilized.  The  people  of  the  Southern  States  who 
felt  themselves  aggrieved  by  it,  if  not  reconciled, 
are  disposed  to  acquiesce;  and  in  such  condition 
of  things,  1  submit,  to  what  useful  end  should  the 
subject  be  further  a^^tated  here?  Sir,  I  did  not 
sympathize  in  the  slightest  degree  with  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  RuETT,]  who  addressed  us  yesterday  and 
th^  day  before,  when  he  declared  himself  for  dis- 
union. There  is  no  State  which  made  greater 
sacrifices  to  obtain  this  Union  than  the  State 
wMch'I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  She 
has  made  another  great  sacrifice  to  preserve  it,  by 
her  acquiescence  in  the  measures  which  are  re- 
ferred to  in  this  resolution.  The  transactions  of 
the  past  Congress,  so  far  as  they  may  afifect  tlie 
institution  of  slavery,  are  with  her  matters  done 
with  and  ended.  For  what  has  passed,  Virginia 
does  not  seek  disunion.  None'  can  look  with 
greater  horror  than  do  her  people  upon  disunion 
for  disunion's  sake.  But  the  Union  which  they 
cherish  must  continue  a  Union  under  the  Consti- 
tution. A  Union  by  force,  or  a  Union  in  which  the 
forips  of  the  compact  are  alone  regarded,  >vhilst 
the  rights  of  the  minority  are  violated,  her  past 
history  shows  she  will  be  the  first  to  repuaiate 
and  to  disown. 

^  Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  President, 
as  I  stated  yesterday,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  me  to  obtain  an  early  vote  on  tnis 
resolution.  If  I  could  be  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
would  be  now  prepared  to  decide  the  question- 
involved  in  the  resolution,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
decline  to  address  them,  more  especially  as  I  feel 
that  my  present  physical  condition  is  such  as  to 
justify  a  desire  on  my  part  not  to  be  compelled  to 
go  through  the  labors  of  the  debate  now  in  prog- 
ress. I  would  say  in  addition,  that  if  there  are 
honorable  Senators  here  who.  are  anxious  to  be 
heard  upon  the  question,  and  who  do  not  design 
making  any  extended  address  to  the  Senate,  I  shall 
willingly^  give  way.  I  mention  this,  because  a 
friend  suggested  to  me  this  morning  that^he  shoujd 
perhaps  deem  it  desirable  to  be  m^rd  for  a  few 
minutes,  in  explanation  of  the  position  of  his  own 
State  in  relauon  to  this  delicate  qsestion.  I  am 
willing  to  give  way,  of  to  take  any  course  which 
honorable  Senators  may  see  fit  to  prescribe. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi  is  not  prepared  to  proceed  with 
his  speech,  which  I  know  will  take  him  sonnetime 
to  deliver,  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  allusion  made  to  my  State  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rbctt.1 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  shall  give  way  to  thegentlsman 
with  pleasure. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  I  design  to 
make  a  statement,  not  ft  speech;  for  while  I  occupy 
a  place  here  it  is  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  make 
myself  useful  as  a  working  man,  rather  than  con- 
spicuous as  a  speech-mwter.  The  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  respecting' 
the  execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, render  it  necessary  for  me  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  tlie  Senate  the  whole  thith  upon  the  sub- 


3c: 


ject.  The  gentleman  stated,  in  a^very  dcnunqia* 
tory  tone,  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  had  not  and 
would  not  be  ex^uted  in  any  of  the  other  North- 
ern States;  cited  the  Christiana  riots  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  recent  trial  in  Philadelphia,  and  asserted 
that  not  a  hair  of  the  heads  of  the  oAenders  would 
be  harmed;  and  if  they  were  convicted  of  offending 
against  the  laws,  tlie  C&vemor  would  pardon  tliero. 
Now,  sir,  tliis  statement  does  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  great  injustice, 
and  casts  an  imputation  upon  her,  and  the  public 
authorities,  which  I  feel  bound  lo  repel.  It  calls 
in  Question  the  fidelity  of  that  State  as  a  member 
of  this  Confederacy,  in  a  manner  entirely  unauthor- 
ized by  the  facts;  for  there  is  not  a  State,  old  or 
new,  more  loyal  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  or 
more  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  President,  I  undertake  to  say  to  the  Senate 
that  the  fugitive  slave  law  has  been  executed,  and 
will  hereailer  be  faithfully  executed  in  the  good 
old  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  if 
any  man  is  convicted  of  riot  or  any  other  oflbnce 
in  resisting  it,  the  distinfuished  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor elect  (Colonel  BigTcr)  will  not  grant  a  par- 
don, certainly  not  sooner  than  to  any  other  ofiend- 
er.  The  single  instance,  or  rather  exception,  to 
which  the  gentlemon  has  referred,  proves  nothing 
against  the  other  facts  of  the  case.  He  might  as 
well  have  cited  any  other  case  of  riot  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  prove  that  we  cannot  execute  our  own 
laws,  and  maintain  the  public  peace.  Is  there 
anything  in  the  recent  trial  in  Philadelphia  that 

S)es  to  prove  that  the  officers  did  not  do  their  duty  ? 
oes  any  lawyer  pretend  to  say  th^t  the  distin- 
guished judge  TGrier)  did  not  expound  the  law  of 
treason  correctly  to  the  jury,  and  did  not  properly 
denounce  abolition  fanaticism  ?  Would  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  have  charged  the  jury  in  any 
other  way  if  he  had  occupied  a  place  upon  the 
bench .'  The  zeal  upon  the  part  of  the  officers  in 
Philadelphia  faithfully  to  execute  the  law,  led 
them,  perhc^s,  to  mistake  the  proper,  remedy  and 
undertake  too  much.  In  connection  witn  the 
Christiana  case,  another  important  fisict  should  be 
stated,  to  wit :  that  in  nearly  every  week  since 
the  passage  of  the  fugitive  staVelaw,  fugitives  from 
labor  have  been  delivered  up  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  if  a  prejudice  exists  m  Penn- 
sylv^ia  which  could  obstruct  the  due  administra- 
tion of  justice,  it  is  against  the  Abolitionists. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  have  still  stronger  evi- 
dence to  submit  to  the  Senate  in  support  of  the 
position  I  assume,  and  that  is  the  action  of  our 
State  Legislature,  and  the  result  of  the  recent  elec- 
tion in  that  State.  The  fugitive  slave  bill  became 
a  law  in  September,  1850.  Shortly  after  that  our 
Legislature  assembled,  and  there  being  a  large 
Democratic  majority  in  the  lower  Housfe,  and  a 
small  one  in  the '  Senate,  a  bill  was  passed  re- 
pealing the  State  laws  which  were  in  contraven- 
tion of  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  relat- 
ing to  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from  labor.  The 
Whig  Governor  refused  tq  sign  the  bill — thfe 
Legislature  adjourned,  and  he  kept  it  in  his  pock- 
et.. In  a  month  thereafter  the  Democratic  party 
assembled  in  convention,  nominated  a  canaidats 
for  Governor,  (Colonel  BTgler,)  passed  resolutions 
in  favor  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  the  compromise 
measures  generally,  and  the  repeal  of  all  obstruc- 
tion laws.  The  candidate  accepted  the  nomina- 
tion^  and  in  the  most  emphatic  manner  pledged 
himself  to  carry  out  the  views  of  his  party, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  fugitive  slave  law. 
Tne  Whig  convention  met,  and  Governor  John- 
ston made  a  speech  before  it,  in  which  he  talked 
about  the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  lo  modify 
the  law,  and  refused  to  j3ay  whether  he  would  or 
would  not  sign  the  bill  repealing  the  obstruction 
laws.  Here  are  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Democratic  Convention  : 

Reaohtd,  Tliat  the  sixlh  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
latare  ot*  Pennsylvania,  pamed  on  the  third  of  March,  1d49, 
denying,  under  severe  penalt>',  the  use  of  our  State  Jails  for 
the  detention  of  fugitive  slaves  while  awaiting  their  trial, 
ongltt  to  l>e  expunged  fVom  our  statute-liooks^  hoth  because 
it  interpoms  olistacl^,  by  means  of  State  legislation,  to  the 
exeeuUon  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitutinn'of  tho  Uni- 
ted States,  and  because  it  is  a  virtual  difregard  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Uie  compromise,  and  is  calculated  seriously  to 
endanger  tlie  existence  of  the  Union. 

JUfolved^  That  the  Democratic  party  of  Pennsylvania  are 
true  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws,  and  will 
faithl^illy  observe  and  execute,  so  far  as  in  them  lies,  all  the 
measures  of  compromise  adopted  by  llie  laic  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  question  arising  out  of  domestie 
slavery;  and  tlna  not  only  from  a  sense  of  dutv  as  good  citi- 
9«M  of  the  Republic,  but  also  frwu  th«  kitUt  and  fratMnfl 
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That  8«em8  to  me  to  be  a  Southern  doctrine  rather 
than  anything  peculiar  to  the  -North.  All  that 
the  North  eoi  ue^n,  and  continued,  and  ended 
with  the  admission  of  California. 

Mr.  FOOT£,  of  Missiseippi.    I  wish  to  correct 
the  gentleman  with  regard  to  myself.    What  I 
meant  was  simply  this,  that,  in  my  opinion,  al- 
though we  of  the  South  were  opposed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Calilbmia  at  the  time  when  she  was 
admitted,  I  preferred  that  she  should,  remai|i  in 
a  territorial  condition  for   reasons   satisfactory 
to  08,  but  not  at  all  based  on  the  supposition  of 
nsnjr  of  us,  th^  her  admission   would  ba  un- 
constitutional.    Although  we  were  not  particu- 
iarly  anxious  that  the  District  of  Columbia  bill 
■himld  be  passed  through  Congress  in  the  form  in 
which  it  did  pass,  yet  I  have  said  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  ^namtain  it.    The  South,  the  unaggres- 
stre  South:  the  South,  that  has  never  claimedany- 
ciiinj^  except  the  enjoyment  of  her  domestic  rights;' 
the  South,  that  has  stood  firmly  for  the  great  prin- 
cipie  of  non-intervention  and  non-aggression;  the 
South,  that  has  only  claimed  the  establishment  of 
iotemal  government,  without  any  instructions  on 
the  sdbject  of  slavery; — that  South,  even  in  this 
compromise,  has  obtained,  in  my  opinion,*  every- 
tiimg  she  claimed ,  which  was  simply  a  strict  adher- 
eoee  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  I  did  not  say  that  the  South,  in  a 
malter  of  bargain,  had  got  the  advantage  of  the 
^orth.     I   did  not  undertake  to  say  that  in  a 
acheme  of  management  the  South  had  out-man- 
aged the  North.    I  did  not  say  that  there  were 
aay  essential  advantages  secured  to  the  South  by 
this  plan  of  adjustment  which  the  Constitution 
had  not  previou^  most'amply  secured.    Noth- 
ing of  the  sort.    But  I  did  say,  and  have  always 
roatntained,  that  although  we  were  opposed  on 
erounds  of  expediency  to  the  admission  of  %Cali- 
ramia  at  the  time  that  she  was  admitted,  and  op- 
posed to  it  for  reasons  not,  in  m£  opinion,  very 
isportant  to  the  pamuge  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia bill  in  the  terms  in  which  it  did  pass,  yet  that 
Ike  plan  of  compromise,  as  a  plan  or  compromise, 
was,  in  all  its  essential  features,  marked  with  the 
tme  mint  of  moral  equity,  and,  as  such,  ought  to 
be  and  was  satisfactory  to  the  South,  she  never 
having  claimed  anvthiag  at  the  hands  of  her  sister 
Stales  of  the  Nort^  but  simple  justice,  and  a  strict 
ad  faithful  adherence  to  the  Constitution. 

Hr.  HALE.  I  am  confirmed  again.  The  Sen- 
ator did  aay  that  the  South  had  got  everything 
Asjr  cteimed.  Now,  I  did  not  say  that  the  South 
had  daimed  anything  which  was  unjust. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  gentleman  certainly  inti- 
mated that  the  South  claimed  something  which  the 
Cnatitotion  did  not  give  her. 
Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Senator 
%m  Mississippi  saw  the  intimation.  He  might 
I  felt  it  in  the  secret  sanctuary  of  his  ovm  con- 
ee,  bat  he  could  not  have  seen  it  in  anything 
«iich  I  said,  for  1  did  not  say  any  such  tmng;  I 
dU  Bot  mean  to  intimate  any  such  thing.  But  the 
ttnaior  did  say,  and  1  think  he  said  it  with  great 
iBtfh,  that  the  South  had  ^ot  everything  which 
Aey  chimed.    When  the  historian  of  our  kind — 


book  down  to  this  period  or  not — but  when 
oar  historian  hlis  written  up  to  these  times,  the 
hat  chapter  of  our  history  from  the  foundation  of 
tbe  Government  to  the  overthrow  of  the  universe, 
it  will  ^be  read  that  the  South  got  everything  they 
dauied.  It  has  been  so  from  tfie  begmning;  it  is 
ao  now;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  ever  will  be 
•o.  If  the  North  were  to  speak  the  language  of 
troth  to  the  South,  when  we  hear  such  reflections 
sod  lannts  as  we  beard  yesterday,  our  reply,  how- 
avier  mortifying  it  might  be,  would  be  the  language 
of  Balaam^  beast  to  him  when  he  smote  him: 
"  Why  hast  thou  beaten  me  these  three  times  ? 
Am  I  not  thine  aas,  upon  which  thou  hast  ridden 
crer  since  I  was  thine?*'  [A  Uiugh.]  That,  sir, 
wouM  be  the  truth  of  history.  ^ 

I  vraa  proceeding  to  relate  in  my  own  way  some- 
thing which  had  passed  between  myself  and  my 
eoastkuents  when  they  had  asked  me  what  the 
North  had  ^t  by  this  compromise.  There  was  a 
mutkm  raised  «ome  years  a^o  in  the  other  House 
tthovt  what  was  called  the  **  Wilmot  proviso. *'  I , 
tlUaJt  the  vote  upon  that  question  was  necurly,  if 
not  <fak^  nnanimous  (Vom  the  Northern  States. 
I  do  not  iaiow  that  the  vote  was  quite  unanimous, 
hmL  |)mb«  were  certainly  very  few  e^cceptions. 
TlMi  Y«Kt9  if  ever  there  was  a  vote  of  the  House 


of  Representatives  that  did  it,  spoke  out  the  sen- 
timents of  the  North.  That  was  the  matter  upon 
which  issue  was  joined.  There  was  no  dispute 
then  about  any  fugitive  slave  law;  there  was  no 
dispute  then  about  the  admission  of  California; 
there  was  no  dispute  then  about  whether  we  should 
give  Texas  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  square  miles  of  land  not  to 
make  war  upon  us.  1  he  sole  and  siiitple  ques- 
tion wbich  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  divided 
the  public  councils,  at  that  time,  was  the  applica- 
tion of  this  Wilmot  proviso  to  our  Territories. 
That  is  settled,  and  what  have  the  North  got  there? 
How  much  of  this  territory  has  been  appropriated 
to  them  ?  Not  one  single  inch.  You  had  a  north- 
em  majority  here  in  the  two  Houses;  you  made 
the  law  for  that  territory;  and  as  if  you  were  not 
certain  that  slavery  would  watch  its  own  interests 
carefully  enough — as  if  you  had  d6ubts  that  that 
institution  'which  had  watched  with  sleepless  eye 
the  progress  of  this  Government  from  its  first  in- 
stitution to  the  present  moment,  and  would  not  be 
quick  to  grasp  every  advantage  that  might  possi- 
bly accrue  lo  it — your  Northern  men  invited  the 
South  to  carry  slavery  there.  It  was  not  enough 
that  you  left  it  open,  out  you  put  in  the  bill  a  sug- 
gestion to  them  lo  take  slavery  there.  You  said 
to  the  South,  "  Take  your  slaves  there,  and  it 
shall  form  no  objection  to  your  admission  as  a 
State  at  a  future  day — you  may  come  in  with  or 
without  slavery,  as  you  choose."  The  South 
knew  that  before,  just  as  well  as  they  did  aAer  the 
passage  of  the  act.  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was 
entirely  unnecessary  to  put  that  into  the  bill  by 
way  of  suggestion;  but  there  it  is.  That  is  the 
way  the  Question  was  disposed  of.  There  was  an 
entire  ana  utter  abandonment  of  principle  in  rela- 
tion to  every  inch  of  the  territory.  California  was 
admitted;  the  fugitive  slave  law  was  passed;  and 
in  the  whole  series  of  measures,  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  which  passed  in  which  the  most  brazen- 
faced man  that  ever  stood  up  before  an  insulted 
constituency,  could  tell  them  there  was  anything 
favorable  to  the  North,  .unless  in  the  admission  of 
'California.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  else.  The 
law  abolishing  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  ot 
Columbia  was,  if  I  understand  it,  exactly  the  law 
of  Maryland.  We  just  assimilated  the  law  of  the 
District  to  what  the  Taw  of  Maryland  was.  True, 
we  got  nothing.  We  did  not  get  the  shadow  of 
anything,  unless  it  was  the  admission  of  Califor- 
nia. And  now  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  that  this 
system  of  measures  called  the  **  Compromise,"  is 
to  be  final  and  conclusite  in  everything  except 
that  which  had  the  shadow  of  something  which 
was  favorable  to  the  North.  That  is  to  be  left 
open  for  repeal. 

The  Senator  says  that  he  would  not  put  the 
compromise  above  the  Constitution .  Well ,  would 
he  put  the  compromise  above  the  Constitution  in 
any  oth^r  respect  except  in  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia? Tbe  fugitive  slave  law  is  but  an  act  of 
ordinary  legislation.  Is  U^at  law  above  the  Con- 
stitution ?  And  suppose  that  some  sovereign  State 
should  come  here  in  her  sovereignty  and  ask  that 
it  should  be  repealed,  is  the  quesuon  not  to  be 


mail  do  not  know  whether  Bancroft  has  brought  ,  opened?    I  understwid  this  compromise  perfectly 


and  I  understand  this  resolution  perfectly;  and  if 
they  were  put  in  the  meaning  which,  in  effect, 
they  carry  to  the  public  mind,  the  resolution  would 
read  thus:  <*  Resolved,  That  the  South  having  got 
everything  tliey  claimed,  they  will  be  content  until 
they  want  something  more;  and  when  they  want 
something  more,  they  will  take  it."  [Laughter.] 
If  they  want  California  divided,  they  will  nave  it 
divided.  If  that  is  not  enough,  if  it  is  found  that 
these  institutions  for  which  these  champions  are 
ever  so  zealous  and  of  which  they  are  so  jealous — 
if  they  find  that  these  emigrants  who  come  in  such 
fearful  numbers,  as  was  portrayed  by  the  eloquent 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  and 
fill  up  this  territory  and  make  free  States,  and  it 
is  found  to  be  becessary  for  the  protection  and  ex- 
tension and  perpetuation  of  human  slavery  that 
Cuba  should  oe  annexed,  I  wonder  if  the  compro- 
mise would  be  regarded  final  as  touching  tnat? 
No,  sir;  not  at  all.  Whenever  they  want  any 
more  slave  territory,  they  will  have  it.  Pass  your 
compromises  and  cover  Uiem  over  with  resolutions 
every  session,  they  are  only  calculated  to  be  bind- 
ing for  the  present,  until  something  further  is 
wanted. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    The  resolution  contains  nothing 
against  the  acquisition  of  territory. 


Mr.  HALE.  ThegentJeraan  suggests  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  resolution  ao^instacquiringterri- 
lory  at  a  certain  end  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    Anywhere. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  threw  these  questions  out  that 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  may  see  what  is  la- 
boring in  my  mind,  and  why  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  resolution  with  the  light  which  I  now  have. 
But  there  is  another  subject  which  has  addressed 
itself  to  my  mind,  which  I  want  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  upon  in  some  way  or  other  before  the  ses- 
sion is  over.  I  want  to  know  if  it  is  intended  by 
this  compromise,  and  by  this  resolution,  to  en- 
dorseHhe  doctrines  that  liave  been  promulgated  In 
the  judicial  administration  of  this  law  ?  I  want  to 
know  if  the  odious  and  infamous  doctrine  of  con- 
structive treason,  which  brought  Charles  the  First 
to  the  block  and  which  drove  the  second  James  a 
wanderer  from  the  throne  of  his  ancestors — I  want 
to  know  if  the  doctrines  of  constructive  treason, 
which  have  been  broached  in  some  instances  by 
very  high  authority,  are  to  be  baptized  in  this  sen- 
atorial font  by  this  resolution  of  approbation  which 
we  are  to  pass  ?  Sir,  I  think  that  here,  if  nowhere 
else,  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  the  atten- 
tion of  men,  of  patriots,  ought  to  be  directed  to 
this  outrage  whicli  is  perpetrated  on  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  land,  and  up6n  all  the  ideas  of 
constitutional  Ijberty  which  every  man  Avho  is  read 
in  English  or  American  history  must  have  enter- 
tained since  the  Revolution  of  16o8.  I  want  to  know 
if  the  framers,  the  founders  of  the  Constitution^ 
when,  with  that  foresight  which  belonged  to  them, 
acquainted  as  they  were  with  the  history  of  the 
country  from  which  they  came,  they  inserted  this 
provision  into  the  Constitution:  that  "tresson 
against  the  United  States  shall  consist  only  in  levy- 
ino^  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  ene- 
mies, giving  them  aid  and  comfort,"  imagined  that 
it  was-tobe  overridden  by  this  compromise,  or  its 
administration  ?  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  main 
dangers  of  the  times,  as  one  of  the  most  alarmins: 
facts  that  the  history  of  this  country  has  devel- 
oped, that  the  judiciary  of  the  land  have  been  so 
swift  to  prostrate  and  to  prostitute  themselves  be- 
fore the  operation  of  this  law,  so  as  to  override, 
and  nullify,  and  destroy  that  great  safeguard  of 
constitutional  liberty  which  the  framers  an^  found- 
ers of  our  Constitution  thought  they  had  secured. 
I  hope  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi 
will  let  us  hear  from  him  upon  this  subject. 

I  want  to  know  if  the  fugitive  slave  law,  which 
confessedly  takes  away  the  trial  by  jury  from  per- 
sons claimed  as  fugitives,  also  takes  away  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  fA)m  every  one  who  may 
come  in  contact  with  the  operation  and  adminis- 
tration of  this  law  ?  I  think  this  is  a  subject  which 
has  not  yet  attracted  the  attention  which  belongs 
to  it.  Evil  precedents  and  evil  examples  always 
grow  up  in  this  way.  In  times  of  great  excitement, 
when  a  very  popular,  or  a  very  unpopular  cause 
is  before  the  country,  men  *s  minds  become  excited , 
and,  in  the  madness  of  the  moment,  they  resolve 
that  which  it  seems  they  could  not  have  resolved 
if  their  intellects  had  not  been  scathed  by  the 
Almighty.  They  utter  something  which  in  after 
times  is  seized  upon  as  a  precedent,  and  w6rks  the 
most  dangerous  conseouences  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.  I  hope  tnat  before  this  subject  is 
finally  disposed  of,  this  matter. will  attract  and 
receive  attention. 

I  trust  it  is  not  necessary  for  tlie  j>reservation 
and  conservation  of  any  institution  in  the  land, 
that  that  great  principle  of  constitutional  liberty 
which  has  been  ineprafled  upon  the  Constitution 
by  its  founders,  ancf  which  they  learned  by  the 
bloody  history  of  the  Revolution  the  necessity  of 
inserting,  shall  not  be  overridden'  by  any  attempts 
to  ^ive  peculiar  force  to  the  administration  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law. 

1  wish  to  throw  out  another  subject,  on  which 
I  trust  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  will  speak, 
for  it  was  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  When  1  have  spoken  upon 
this  subject,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sneaking 

f>lainly .  The  honorable  Senator  from  Soutn  Caro- 
ina,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  when  speaking  of  the  great 
difficulties  which  embarrassed  the  South  in  this 
matter,  said,  in  effect,  that  the  majority  of  the 
judges  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Administration 
into  the  newly-organized  Territories  of  Utah  and 
New  Mexico,  were  supposed  to  be  those  who 
would  give  a  judicial  construction  to  the  law,  un- 
favorable to  wnathe  thought  was  the  constitutional 
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Certainly  it  u  not  at  all  astonishing  that  the 
))ODOEable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Haxe,]  and  the  hoaorable  Senator  from  South 
CaroUna,  [Mr.  RdsTT,]  should  be  opposed  to  this 
resoTution.  It  would  hare  surprised  me  exceed- 
in^lj  if  either  of  them  had  been  in  fAvor  of  it, 
because  all  must  understand  that  the  resolution  is 
wt  calculated  to  produce  additional  agitation  or 
»  disquiet  the  public  mind.  It  seems  to  be 
iOOBgiy  censured  by  gentlemen  not  very  remark- 
alje,  they  will  permit  me  to  say,  for  the  manifes- 
tuDDa  of  a  proper  willingness  to  allow  the  public 
wamd  North  and  South  to  remain  in  a  state  of 
qoiet  and  composure.  The  opposition  of  these 
centiexnen  is  the  best  recommenuation  to  the  reso- 
Mtion,  and  will  serve  to  show  to  all  that  the  resolu- 
tion  is  such  a  one  as  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Senate.  ^ 

I  did  not  rise  at  the  present  time  for  the  purpose 
of  replying  to  the  remarks  of  these  gentlemen,  but 
■imply  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  Senate 
ike  claim  which  I  feel  that  I  hare  upon  their  indul- 
fence,  to  allow  me  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  the 
Somtora  firom  New  Hampshire  and  South  Caro- 
hna  to-morrow. 

Mr,  BUTLHIR.  I  feel  it  to  be  but  an  act  of  jus- 
bee  to  the  judiciary  to  say  something  in  relation 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New.  Hamp- 
shire. I  participated  in  the  same  feelings  which 
actuated  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stock- 
tost,]  when  he  rose  to  the  point  of  order.  What 
4oea  the  Senator  ft>om  New  Hampshire  mean, 
when  he  says  that  so  long  as  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  i^  organized  as  it  is,  we  must 
expect  the  influence  of  the  judges  in  favor  of  sla- 
▼eryf  Is  it  his  object  to  say  that  that  Court  should 
be  constituted  differently  from  what  it  is  consti- 
Mted  ander  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 
la  it  to  its  oieanization,  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  that 
h»  objeets?     What  does  he  mean  ? 

Mr.  HALE.    What  I  meant  to  say  was  this: 
the  division  of  the  United  States  into  Judicial 
I,  is  such  as  to  give  a  majority  ofjudges 
uoQ  the  Supreme  Bench  to  those  localities  in 
Mieh  the  institution  of  slavery  is  sustained. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Then  the  Senator  undertakes 
tm  mj  that  the  judges  who  come  from  the  south- 
«ta  portion  of  the  united  -  States  are  not  honest  ? 
for  It  amounts  to  that.  As  far  as  I  can  speak  of 
ions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  can  say  that 
discovered  nothing  of  the  tendency  attrib- 
■I  the  decisions  t>f  Uie  judges  from  one  por- 
of  the  Union  to  the  other.  In  the  case  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  judgment 
^  t  beiieve,  pronounced  Dy  a  Southern  judge, 

ail,\Meve  it  has  been  generally  understood  to 

^OM«rthe  most  unfortunate  decisions,  in  its 

^itall^pon  the  South,  of  any  that  has  ever  been 

Wtf^bf  tlmt  bench.    I  believe  that  Judge  Wayne 

tiwMrTiuiized  to  draw  that  opinion. 
Ifr.  SUMNER.    Judge  Story  delivered  that 


r.  BUTLER.    I  am  informed  that  Judge 
delivered  the  opinion  in  that  case,  but  Judge 
Be  certainly  eoncnrred  in  it.'  The  judges 
not  divided  in  their  decision  by  any  geo- 
npUcalline. 

Bnee  the  eentleman  has  been^o  bold  in  his  ex- 
pRWORs,  I  defy  him,  in  the  face  of  this  Senate,  to 
ftadoce  a  single  case  in  which  the  Supreme  Court 
■M  Miberatcd  oh  any  matter  affecting  the  institu- 
IM  of  slavery  in  accordance  with  the  sections  of 
coontry  from  which  they  came.  The  gentleman 
has  insde  a  bold  assertion,  which  he  cannot  sus- 
tain.  The  stronjgest  opnion  ever  mxen  on  the 
Sapreme  bench,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  was  in 
the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
i#hich  Judge  Wayne,  the  extreme  Southern  judgcj 
a«e  a  separata  aecision,  concurring  with  Judge 
itory.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  because  judges 
"the  original  organization  of  the  Supreme  Court 
r  the  Constitution, and  at  a  time  when  honest 
were  disposed  to  preserve  and  observe 
ere  sworn  to  observe  the  Constitution  and 
the  Ivwa  of  the  land — they  can  have  it  imputed  to 
tfafoi  that,  if  they  come  from  one  section  of  the 
CDnkm,  they  are  less  likely  to  be  honest  than  those 
come  from  another?  If  the  gentleman  in- 
to have  a  reorganization  of  this  Court,  I 
he  wants  to  have  it  in  sudva  way  as  to 
^w  m  preponderance  to  the  Northern  section. 

ffyoa  wtil  select  a  lawyer  from  any  section  of 
tbo  tfrnttd  Bcateo,  and  place  him  upon  that  bench, 
if  b»  ii  mli—^t  man,  I  would  as  soon  trust  him 


if  he  came  from  the  North  as  if  he  came  from  the 
SouCh.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  a 
judge  can  act  under  the  temptations  of  a  demag^ogue. 
Placed  on  that  bench — elevated  above  the  ordinary 
excitements  which  too  much  influence  political 
controversies,  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Constitution,  and  be  governed  by  their 
consciences  in  tlie  administration  of  justice.  I  will 
not,  as  a  Southern  man,  allow  myself  to  suppose 
that  any  of  the  considerations  imputed  to  south- 
ern judges  would  influence  Northern  judges  while 
in  the  (uscharge  of  the  high  duties  devolved  upon 
them.  I  will  not  make  such  on  imputation  upon 
the  judges  of  the  North.  It  is  a  casuistry  of  mo- 
rality which  will  allow  gentlemen  to  make  such 
charges  to  pollute  the  public  mind .  I  would  rather 
have  heard  of  any  other  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment being  assailed,  because  the  other  depart- 
ments ms.y  have  their  representatives  and  advo- 
cates on  this  ifoor.  The  President  h»s  his  advo- 
cates here.  The  diiTerent 'political  parties  have 
their  advocates.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  have  to  take  the  aspersions  of  everybody 
who  may  think  proper  to  make  political  capital  by 
attaclctHg  them.  I  am  a  very  unworthy  person  to 
speak  for  them  on  this  occasion,  and  I  do  solemnly 
declare,  so  far  as  regards  their  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  in  looking  through  them,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  anything  like  a  bias. 
North  or  South. 

Mr.  HALE.  One  fact  cannot  have  escaped  the 
attention  of  anybody  who  has  been  in  the  Senate 
for  the  last  few  years,  because  it  is  a  fact  to  which 
attention  has  been  called.  There  was  a  great  con- 
stitutional question  of  law,  upon  which  there  was 
difficulty.  I  allude  to  the  question  whether  slavery 
was  or  was  not  abolished  in  the  territories  acquired 
from  Mexico  by  the  operation  of  the  Mexican 
laws.  It  was  remarked  as  a  very  astonishing  fact 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  every  Senator 
who  spoke  on  that  subject,  living  south  of  a  cer- 
tain ^eographicy  line,  took  one  view  of  the  con- 
stitutional question,  and  those  living  north  of  that 
geographical  line,  took  a  contrary  view. 

Mr.  WALKER,  Mr.  BUTLER,  Mr.  UNDER- 
WOOD, and  others.    It  is  not  so. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    That  is  contrary  to  tjie  fact. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  say  that  the  fact  was  so  stated 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Such  is  my  recol- 
lection. There  may  have  been  some  exceptions, 
and  gentlemen  will  remember  them  if  there  were. 
The  general  fact  was,  that  lawyers  on  one  side  of 
the  line  pronounced  that  the  question  of  constitu- 
tional law  ought  to  be  one  way;  and  lawyers  on 
the  other  side  of  the  line  pronounced  that  it  ought 
to  be  the  other  way.  If  there  were  individual>ex- 
ceptions,  they  have  escaped  my  recollection.  This 
fact  was  alluded  to  in  a  speech  delivered  to  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Chase.] 
It  is  no  impeachment  of  a  man*s  integrity — ^what- 
ever the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  may  con- 
sider it — to  say  that  a  man's  opinions  are  influ- 
enced, bent,  and  biased,  by  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  may  be  placed — ^by  the  localities  and 
influences  amid  which  he  may  be  educated.  It  is 
to  say  nothing  more  than  to  say  that  man  Is  hu- 
man. That  is  the  fact,  and  the  history  of  the 
country  will  show  it;  and  we  are  not  so  blind  as 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  an  existing  fact,  because  we 
think  the  fact  is  not  consistent  with  the  highest 
degree  of  purity  in  mankind.  Such  ,is  the  fact; 
it  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be  so  until 
human  nature  is  regenerated. 

What  did  I  say  about  the  Supreme  Court?  L 
said,  and  I  repeat,  that  I  believe  it  is  tlie  citadel  in 
which  this  institution  of  slavery  has  been  pro- 
tected, and  will  be  protected;  and  I  say  that  the 
constitution  of  that  court — not  its  constitutional 
organization,  for  the  circuits  are  organized  by  act 
of  Congress — I  say  that  these  judicial  districts  or 
circuits,  are  so  organized  that  a  majority  of  tlie 
judges  upoff  the  Supreme  Bench  are  from  those 
parts  of  the  country  in  which  the  institution  of 
slavery  is  upheld.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  alluded 
to  this  in  a  speech  which  he  delivered  to  the  Senate 
some  lime  ago,  and  in  that  speech  demonstrated, 
by  reference  to  the  history  of  the  country,  that  it 
had  always  been  so.  If  it  has  not  always  been 
so,  and  if  Southern  gentlemen  have  had  such 
high  confidence  in  Northern  lawyers,  I  wonder  it 
has  not  manifested  itself  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  CASS.  Does  the  honorable  Senator  mean 
to  intimate,  that  the  four  judges  firom  the  non- 


slaveholding  States  have  uniformly  gone  against 

the  five  judges  from  the slavehoWing  Slates,  in  ref- 
erence to  this  question  ? 

Mr.  HALE.     I  dicl  not  say  any  such  tiling. 

Mr.  CASS.    Then  it  was  not  owing  to  the  di- 
vision of  the  districts.^ 

Mr.  HALE.  I  did  not  mean  any  such  thing. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  d- 
luded  to  that;  and  he  says  that  you  cannot  find  a 
case  in  whicli  the  judges  were  divided  in  their  opin- 
ions by  geographical  lines.  Well,  can  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  find  a  case  where  Sen- 
ators upon  this  floor  have  divided  according  to 
eeographical  lines?  Can  he  find  it  in  the  other 
House  ? .  But  to  return  to  the  point.  If  these  gen- 
tlemen have  such  high  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  Northern  lawyers,  why  has  it  happened  that 
they  have  never  trusted  a  majority  or  Northern 
lawyers  on  that  bench  ?  If  they  have  had  such 
confidence  in  the  learning  and  the  int^rity  of 
Northern  lawyers,  why,  in  the  name  of  God,  has 
it  not  manifested  itself  in  the  legislation  of  the 
country?  No,  sir.  The  territory  covered  by  the 
free  States  is  vastly  larger,  and  their  population  ' 
and  business  is  vastly  larger  than  that  of  the  slave 
States;  yet  this  interest  has  always  been  careful; 
or,  if  it  has  not  always  been  c6re(\il,it  has  always 
accidentally  secured  a  majority  of  Southern  gen- 
tlemen up^n  that  tribunal,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Government  down  to  the  present  time.  It 
would  be  time  enough  to  talk  of  having  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  Northern  lawyers,  when  you 
shall  have  shown  yourselvss  willing  to  trust  a 
majority  of  them  to  try  those  cases.  You  never 
have  trusted  them,  and,  my  word  for  it,  the  day 
is  far  distant  when  this  confidence  will  be  mani- 
fested in  the  organization  of  this  court. 

I  know  that  f  am  speaking  in  a  Senate  full  of 
lawyers.  I  believe  that  more  than  nine  tenths  of 
the  body  are  lawyers.  I  know  what  the  feelings 
of  lawyers  are  in  regard  to  judges.  I  loiow  that 
respect  for  courts  is  a  part  oPtheir  very  nature;* 
and  I  suppose  that  I  have  as  much  of  that  in  my 
constitution  as  most  men.  But  with  all  of  it  I 
srty,  and  I  repeat  it,  I  appdhl  to  the  country  to  bear 
me  witness,  1  will  make  the  issue  before  the  world, 
I  will  stake  what  little  reputation  attaches  to  so 
humble  a«name  as  my  own  upon  the  assertion, 
that  upon  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  rest  the  final  hopes  of  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery.  I  have  said  this  without  im- 
peaching their  integrity.  I  have  said  nothing 
about  their  integrity;  and  the  remark  which  the 
honorable  Senator  froih  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stock- 
TONJ  attributed  to  me,  about  some  judges  pros- 
trating and  prostitutingf  themselves  before  the 
influence  of  tnis  institution,  did  not  apply  to  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  elsewhere,  be- 
cause there  have  been  no  cases  under  this  law 
before  that  court.  I  stand  to  the  general  truth  of 
the  remark  which  I  have  made.  I  believe  what  I 
have  said,  that  it  has  been  constituted  with  that 
object  in  view,  with -the  hope  that  the  anchor  of 
slavery  might  there  rest  in  a  sure  place.  A  major- 
ity of  that  court  have  been  selected  for  their  local 
positions.  In  saying  this  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
a  man  coming  from  a  certain  latitude  is  a  dishonest 
man.  No  such  thing.  I  have  said  nothing  from 
which  that  can  be  intimated.  What  I  have  said 
1  repeat,  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are 
nothing  but  men.  I  think  I  hare  seen  as  good 
specimens  elsewhere.  Being  nothing  but  men, 
from  the  necessity  of  their  moral  and  intellectual 
constitution,  it  must  be  that  they  are  influenced, 
more  or  less,  by  the  institutions  and  influences  of 
the  places  from  which  they  come.-  This  is  what  I 
have  said,  and  this  is  what  I  stand  by. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rise  to  correct  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  in  one  particular.  He 
has  fallen  into  a  great  mistake,  when  he  says  that 
the  Senators  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line 
thought  alike  upon  the  particular  subject  to  which 
he  alluded.  In  reference  to  the  continuation  in 
full  force  of  the  laws  of  Mexico,  I  expressed  the 
opinion,  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  they 
did  so  continue,  in  response  to  a  question  put  to 
me  by  the  late  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Datton,]  some  years  since.  I  have  entertained 
that  opinion  from  that  day  to  this,  and  have 
avowed  it  on  all  suitable  occasions.  After  the 
compromise  bill  was  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Thirteen,  I  contended  that  that  provision  which 
prohibited  the  local  Legislatures  from  passing  any 
law  in  respect  to  slavery  within  these  territories, 
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tbe  laiuDesa  citizens  of  the  seTeral  States  and  Ter- 
mories.  He  aiked  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  petition  of 
Hiram  Duncan  and  52  others,  of  the  counties  of 
Hancock  imd  Hamilton,  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ififr  that  the  offices  of  chaplain  in  the  Army  and 
Nary  and  Congress  might  be  abolished;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BISSELL  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Shj,  praying  for  a  back  pension;  which  was  re- 
{fmd  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  B.  also  asked,  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Hilktse  to  introduce  a  bill;  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  presented  the  petition  of  James 
M.  Davis  and  others,  late  registers  and  receivers 
of  the  land  office  at  Vandalia,  Illinois,  asking  com- 
pensation tor  the  location  of  bounty  land  warrants; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  presented  the 
nemonal  of  the  widow  and  heirs  or  Elijah  Beebe 
fo€  losses  by  Indian  depredations;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiuee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  C.also  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
EufOMe  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of 
Rork  Island  and  the  Des  Moines  Rapids,  in  the 
MisstsBippi  river. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  also  presented  the  memorial 
of  John  Frink,  praying  for  relief;  which  was  re- 
femd  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  asked  the  unan- 
fflums  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
vhieh  previous  notice  had  been  given.       • 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  objections  were  continually  made 
ts  the  introduction  of  bills,  he  wished  to  know 
¥fa«s  members  were  ever  to  have  the  opportunity 
them,  and  having  them  referred  to 
committees  ? 
objected  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  STUART,  it  was 

lenry  Chapman  and  William  Woodbridse 
draw  dieir  petitiont  and  papera  from  the 
>,  that  tbey  may  l>e  referred  to  the  Commit- 
ra«ttcimr7  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CONGER  presented  the  memorial  of  C. 
Roosevelt  and  others,  late  and  present  reeristers 
tad  receivers  of  the  laiid  office  of  Genesee,  Michi- 
otL,  Mdting  compensation  for  locating  military 
mA  ■■iumta;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
19  «•  Public  Lands. 

Vr.  C.  aloo  presented  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
liqjteare  of  Michi^n  in  favor  of  a  canal  around 
teMief  St.  Marie;  which  was  referred  to  the 
O^miOm  on  Commerce. 

IfeC  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
kati»  istroduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  construc- 
OBi  ef  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  the  St. 
Uum  river,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior.  Also 
rfa  bffl  to  grant  certain  public  lands  to  the  State 
if  16elii^an,  to  aid  that  State  in  the  construction 
flfdte Clinton  and  Kalamazoo,  canal;  which  were 
liftuul  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Cor- 
■ffasZiehe,  for  back  pensions;  which  was  referred 
to  die  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  in- 
ttoinem  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  several  States  of  the 
CiBoii  the  proceeds  of  certain' public  lands,  for  the 
r^ef  aod  support  of  the  indigent  insane  therein. 

THE  president's  MESSAGE. 

Mr.WEIGHTMAN  said  the  people  of  New 

Mexico  had  been  urged  to  set  up  an  independent 

^ovemiDent  for  themselves,  and  they  had  been 

proanaed  die  sustenance  of  several  of  the  States 

of  this  Union.    He  hoped,  under  these  circum- 

iUoces,  it  would  be  the  pleasure  of  this  House  to 

paat  the  people  their  light  to  impart  to  them 

KBowIedge  of  tne  affairs  of  the  Government.    He 

•sked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  in- 

trodoce  the  following  resolution : 

HwalnJ,  Ttet  die  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representativefl 
le  dtrened  lo  cauee,  ai  aoon  as  practicable,  to  be  translated 
mta  fbe  Spmbii  Unfoage  the  President*!  message  and 
rcpvo  «r  headi  of  Departmentip,  and  tn  bave  printed  in 
mU  lanai^e  five  thousand  copies  of  tbc  same,  for  dis- 
m^MtOB  aamv  Ibe  Mexicans,  in  tbe  territory  acquired  by 
fte  utatfm  Oaadahipe  Hidfigo. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
the  rcsolatiMi. 
Ui.  HOWA&O  presented  a  memorial  from  the 


merchants  and  other  business-men  of  Galveston, 
Texas,  praying  for  a  reconnoissance  of  the  coast  of 
Texas,  and  for  the' construction  of  a  light-house, 
navy-yard,  and  fortifications;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES. 
The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
standing  committees  for  reports. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
discharged  from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Barclay  Livingston,  consul  for  the  United  States 
at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  for  increased  compensation,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affliirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
discharged  fVom  the  f\irther  conrideration  of  the  petition  of 
Pierce  Crosby  and  William  E.  Buclcner,  officers  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  paid  their  respect- 
ive  shares  of  tbe  award  of  the  saleo'f  the  schooner  Oregon, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALL,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Cnnimittee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged ftom  the  Ibrther  consideration  of  the  [subject  not 
heard,!  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Abigail  Coimell,  of  New  Hampshire,  for  a  navy  pension ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BOCOCK,  it  was 
Ordered,   That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkirs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Josiah  P.  Pilcher,  a  volunteer,  asking  for  certain  pay,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Amurs. 

It  was  80  referred. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
States  for  resolutions,  commencing  with  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Mr,  PULLER  presented  the  follpwing  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to, 
viz: 

Reeoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  and 
tiiey  are  hereby  instructed  to  inouire  into  the  expMiency  of 
repealing  so  much  of  the  proviMons  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  March  3, 1847,  chapter  45,  as  deprives  scameii, 
who  may  libel  a  vessel  for  tbe  recovery  <if  wages,  firom  re- 
covering full  costs,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NEWSPAPERS  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FULLER  submitted  a  resolution  oroviding 
for  four  daily  papers  to  the  members  of  the  pres- 
ent and  future  Congresses. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  that  the 
rules  prescribe  that  no  member  shall  offer  more 
than  one  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.    Thatisthe  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FULLER.  That  is  in  regard  to  resolu- 
tions on  the  same  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  without  the 
general  consent  of  the  House — the  resolution  being 
a  distinct  one  in  a  distinct  form. 

Mr.  FULLER  withdrew  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GOODENOW  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  upon  its  adoption  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question: 

Rewhoed,  That  during  the  present  and  every  future  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  each  Representative  and  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress be  ftjmished  with  such  newspapers  and  publications 
as  he  shall  select,  not  to  exceed  in  amount  per  annum  the 
cost  of  four  dally  papers. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  they 'were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  asked  for  tellers 
upon  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  they  were 
not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONEIS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  FULLER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  Was  adopted,  and  to  lay  that 
motion  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TUCK,  in  pursii^ance  of  previous  notice, 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascer- 
tainment and  satisfoction  of  claims  of  American 
citizens  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  the  Slst  day  July,  1801;  which  having 
been  read  a  firfit  and  secona  time  by  its  title,  Mr. 


T.  said  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinioti  in  the 
House  as  to  the  allowance  of  these  claims,  but  I 
think  there  should  be  no  difference  as  to  a  propo- 
sition to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  TUCK  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  killed  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
tabl^. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs;  whidi 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEACHAM,  aenreeably  to  previous  notice, 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Vermont  volunteers  in  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg;  which  having  been  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  Mr.  M.  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moVed  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  ^ 

The*  question  was  then  taken  upon  referring  it 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  referrin|:  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  best  interests  of  tbe  country  demand  that 
the  great  and  rapidly-increai^ing  patronage  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  General  Government  be  diminished,  by 
transfering  the  power  of  appointment,  whenever  it  can  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service  fVoro  the  Execu- 
tive to  the  people ;  and  whereas  the  appointment  of  more^ 
than  twenQr  thousand  deputy  postmasters  constitute^  tbe 
laigest  branch  of  that  vast  patronage — 

Be  U  tlurefore  reeolved.  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  be  instructed  to  report,  within  thirty  days,  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  by  which  Congress  shall  be 
empowered  to  provide,  as  fhr  as  practicable,  for  the  election 
of  deputy  postmasters  by  die  qualified  voters  in  the  respect- 
ive localities  in  which  post  otflces  are  situated :  Provided, 
That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  said  committee,  Congress  has 
already  such  constitutional  power,  said  committee  shall, 
instead  of  said  amendment,  report  within  the  time  albreeaia 
the  bill  to  effiact  the  aforesaid  object. 

The  resolution  bavins  been  read — 

Mr.  ALLEIN  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  propose  to  debate  the  resolution. 
Does  it  ffo  over  ?    . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  goes  over  under 
the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  would  go  over 
after  the  first  thirty  days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  make  the  question  with  the  Chair. 
Will  the  Chair  decide  it? 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  Speaker  will  refer  to  the 
34th  rule — that  in  relation  to  receiving  petitions 
the  first  thirty  days — he  will  find  it  as  follows: 
**That  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers  ad« 

*  dressed  to  the  House,  snail  be  presented  by  the 

*  Speaker,  or  bv  a  member  in  his  place;  a  brief 

*  statement  of  tne  contents  thereof  shall  be  made 

*  verbally  by  the  introducer;  they  shall  not  be  de- 

*  bated  on  the  day  of  their  being  presented." 

The  25th  rule  says,  that  resolutions  shall  then 
be  called  for  in  the  same  order,  and  disposed  of 
by  the  same  rules  which  apply  to  petitions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  upon  examining 
the  24th  and  25th  rules,  and  finding  that  Resolu- 
tions must  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as 
petitions,  changes  his  opinion,  and  the  resolution 
must  go  over. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  propose  to  debate  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.    Then  it  will  go  over. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Reeoltmdf  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi* 
cate  to  this  House  the  correspondence  upon  vHiich  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Portugal  have 
been  adjusted,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  HAWS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  regulating  the 
carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels,  ap- 
proved February  SS»  1847;  also  to  amend  an  act 


•1 


title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  BO  v^  VE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint  res» 
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Mr.  BOWIE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
*^^~^  Was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cohiin- 

tnto  the  eipedioncjr  and  practicabilily  of  pre- 

( imne  and  circulation  of  small  notes,  under  the 

Ion  of  five  dollar*,  in  the  Dtstrict  of  Columbia, 

1  th«  eoromittee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  STANTON*,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
■iaee  do  Printing,  reported  the  following  joint 
RSolttUMi:  * 


— ..— .^,  ^c.  'Hiat  the  Executive  documents,  the  print- 
NT  ^TaMitional  copicfi  of  which  have  been  ordered  during 
^*  ptatut  eew'ion,  or  tnny.  daring  either  Becftion  of  the 
P««»l  Caofrem  l»e  ordered  ny  either  House  of  Congre»s, 
— ' ''"  sixe  of  which  ethall  not  be  le^s  than  250  pages,  such 
copies  shall  be  b6und,  under  the  direction  of  the 


Otondttceon  Frfnting :  Provided,  That  the  cost  shall 
Kd  twelve  aiyd  a  hau  cents  per  volume  for  the  whole 
Ofdeied* 

Mr.  S.  slated  that  this  resolution  was  predsely 
■inflar  id  Uie  one  passed  by  the  last  Congress. 
Tht  joint  reac^Iution  having  been  read  twice^  was 
pJiiiwI  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

itr.  8.  motred  to  reconsider  the  Tote^on  the  pas- 
«ft«f  llMresohrtton,and  to  lay  the*  motion  to 
numMtr  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
wcii^innd  to. 

Mr*  OLufuMAN  dflbred  (he  roUowing  reso- 


Mr.  ORR  desiring  to  debate  the  resoultion,  it 
was  laid  over. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  desire  to  o6era  resolution, 
whidi  is  upon  the  ^same  subject — although  it  dif-  ^ 
fas  in  effect — as  the  resolution  offered  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stan- 
Tes,]an3  which  was  referred  to 'the  Committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  do  not 
ioire  to  debate  the  resolution  further  than  to  say, 
&3t  all  the  objections  ur^ed  against  the  resolution 
jctterfay,  are  obviated  by  the  one  which  I  now 
der.  If  it  is  read,  I  feel  confident  that  it  will 
aeet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  whole  House, 
IS,  I  am  assured,  it  does  meet  with  the  concur- 

ifice  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  The 

raofaition  was  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  appropriation  Tor  the  improvement  of  the 
Mfifll  has  been  exhausted :  Therefore 

BeU  r€»ohed.  That  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol  bo  and 
is  is  hereby  authorized  to  continue  in  Service,  until  an  ap- 
jfo^dation  shall  hereafter  be  made,  such  mechanics  and 
■lonas  as  raaj,  in  lii«  opinion,  be  demanded  by  the  later- 
Mi  af  t^  Government.  \ 

Mr.  RIDDltE  demanded  the  previous  question 
oe  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FuIXER,  of  Maine.  Is  it  in  order  to 
ofier  an  amendment  to  that  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order,  As  the  pre- 
vats  eaestion  is  demanded. 

Mr.  FUIXER.  Then  I  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
bbon^mon  the  table. 

Mr.  VEl^ABLE  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ar^ged;  and  Messrs.  Oaa  and  Mcachau  were 
ippoiiited. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  submit  to  the  Chair  ^at  we 
bre  no  power  to  appropriate  money ,  except  by 
Jaflinsohitlon;  ana  as  this  resolution  necessarily 
an  appropriation,  \t  is  not  in  the  proper 


nk  SPEAKER.    That  may  be  a  reason  for 
''"'  *         the  resolution,  but  the  Chair  cannot 
lad  rule  it  out  of  order. 
was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
on  the  table;  and  the  tellers  re- 
noes  61. 
tion  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
submitted  the  following  resolu- 

the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  be  requested 

Bouse  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  meas- 

de«m  necessary  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 

and  whether  he  recommend  tP  Congress  any 

eat  ofthe  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver ;  and 

',  lo  his  opinion,  sei||;norafe  or  charge  upon  the 

afwar  coin  be  neceuary  or  proper. 

^riiftfec^tion  having  been  read, 
lt^<aafPBELL,ofillinois,de8iringto  debate 
knnMim,  it  was  laid  overninder  thie  rule. 

Ih-^rajSH  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
'*^''  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 

MOMiunicate  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the 

tfie  United  Stales  and  the  State  of  Mary.  | 

■  of  money  made  by  said  State  to  the 

Covsrwtient  during  the  war  of  1813 ;  and  that  he 

cate  a  statement  of  the  account  between  the 

and  tha  ^iiid  State  for  mohey  advanced  by 

to  aid  la  die  erection  of  the  Capitol  at  Waali- 


RetoUitd,  That  so  mnch  ofthe  17th  sutndlng  rule  as  pro- 
vides for  tiie  admission  of  certain  persons  therein  named 
witliintbc  Hall  of  theHouseof  Itepnuentaiivesybesomodi- 
Acd  as  to  embrace  Governor  Louis  Kossuth,  of  Hungary ; 
and  that  the  Speaker  ofthe  House  be  requested  to  commu> 
nicate  the  same  to  Governor  Kossuth. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  its  adoption.      • 

Mr.  JONEo,  of  Tennessee.  T  believe  that  a 
motion  to  amend  the  rules  cannot  be  made  with^ 
out  one  day's  notice. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee is  rif  tit. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  was  in  hopes  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  have  odared  no 
objection  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Teifnessee.    I  do  object  to  it 
We  have  enough^dmitted  now.  . 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  over. 

Mr.  AIKEN  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  Tbitt  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tlie  justice  and  propriety  of  allowing 
bounty  land  to  the  Washington  Light  Inihntry,  Washing- 
ton Volunteers,  German  Fuxilcers,  and  Hamlmi^  Volun- 
teer»,  of  Soutli  Carolina,  who  were  engaged  iu  the  Florida 
war,  and  were  discharged  before  llie  expiration  of  onemoiitti 
from  the  commencement  of  their  term  of  8«jrvice;  and  that 
the  accompanying  papers  bo  and  arc  liercby  referred  to  said 
comnuttee. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.    JOHNSON,    of  Tennessee,   moved    to 

amend  it,  by  inserting  after  the  words  **  term  of 

service,"  the  words: 

*'  Also,  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  removal  ofthe 
Cherokee  itaiion  west  of  Uie  Mississippi,  from  1835  to 

1838." 

Mr.  MEACHAM  moVed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding?  thereto  the  words: 

'*  And  also  the  Vermont  volunteers  who  were  engaged  la 
the  Battle  of  Plattsburg." 

Mr.  AIKEN.  I  object  to  those  amendments. 
The  gentlemen  can  bring  in  resolutions  of  their 
own. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  the  previous  question,  with 
a  view  of  cutting  off  further  amendments. 

The. previous  question  w^not  sustained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  propose  now  further  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  adding  at  the  heel  of 
it  these  words:  "and  all  the  rest  of  mankind." 
[Great  laughter.] 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment*  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  propose  further  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  include  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolutionary  war  who  served  less  than  six  months 
and  more^han  one  month.  No  provision  has  ever 
been  made  forthem.  s 

Mr.  CAllTTER.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  A'om  Massachusetts  whether  he  pro- 
poses that  tliose  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war 
shall  locate  their  lands  here  or  in  eternity  ?  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  FOWLER.  1  think  the  question  is  not 
relevant,  and  1  therefore  d^line  to  answer  it. 
[Laughter.] 

M>.  SCURRY.  I  propose  to  alhend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  make  it  include  all  those  who  served 
in  the  revoltStion  in  Texas.     [A  laugh.] 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  already  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  pending,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Texas  is  not  therefore 
in  order. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  T  understand  that  the  previous 
question  has  been  demcmded  and  Refused. 
.    The  SPEAKER.    It  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  GK)RMAN.  I  believe  the  House  is  now 
prepared  to  sustain  the  previous  question,  and 
therefore  I  demand  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  there  were  ayes  63,  noes 
36.    No  quorum  voting. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennes- 
see, the  House  then  adjourned. 

NOrrCE  OF  A  BILL. 

By  Mr.  HAWS :  A  bUlin  relation  to  the  office  of  sarin- 
ant  treasurer,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  fbltowing  memorials,  petitions,  fcc.,  were  presented 
under  tho  rule,  and  nefhrred'-to  the  apprnprtate  committees: 

By-Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The'  petition  of  E.  Kings-  j 
bury  and  39  others,  citixens  of  Butler  county,  Penasylrania,  > 
praying  Congress  to  establish  a  mail  route  IVom  Pittsburg,  I 


via  Allegheny  City,  Perrysvillc,  Wexfbrd,  Zelienople, 
Harmony,  Whitestown,  Prospect,  Cenirevilte,  Hamsvilts, 
and  Wesley,  to  Franklin,  Veoaugo  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. ^ 

By.  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky:  The  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Grant  county,  Kentucky,  preying  that 
Arrearages  of  pensions  may  be  imid  to  Geoige  Williams, 
who  was  wounded  in  the  war  of  1613. 

Also,  thu  memorial  of  Aaron  Adams,  of  Crtant  county, 
Kentucky,  an  invalid  pensioner,  aiiking  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion, and  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  Indian  war 
of  161a.  •  , 

Dy.Mr.  BliOWN,  of  Mississiiipi.  The  petition  of 
Thomaj  K.  Knowland,  for  himself  and  otliers,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route. 


IN  SENATE. 

TnuRSDAT,  December  18,  18S1. 

'  Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  BmrLca. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Fletcher,  proposing  to  establisn  a  line  of  steam- 
packets  between  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  the  ports 
of  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar,  in  Spain,  and  praying  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  be  authorized  to 
contract  with  him  for  carrying  the  mail  between 
those  ports;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  memorial  of  Caleb 
Dustin,  praying  the  redemption  of  certain  conti- 
nental money  issued  to  his  grandfather  for  liis 
services  in  the  revolutionary  war;  wliich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  "Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  memorial  of  Rob- 
ert Mills,  architect,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  op- 
portunity to  justify  his  acts  as  Architect  and 
Superintendeift  of  the  Patent  Office  wing  building, 
against  certain  charges  made  against  them  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  BuilcRngs  in  his  report 
to  the  Departrtient  of  the  Interior;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  the,  assistant 
marshals  for  taking;  the  Seventh  Census  of  King's 
county,  New  York,  praying  to  be  allowed  addi- 
tional compensation  for  tneir  services;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PRATT  submitted  additional  evidence  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  Somerville,  deceased;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BUTLER  submitted  additional  evidence  in 
relation  to  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Moore,  deceased;  -which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Dernll  H.  Darby,  for  him- 
self and  the  other  heirs  of  Colonel  William  John- 
son, an  ofHcerin  the  revolutionary  army,  praying 
to  be  allowed  commutation  pay. 

Colonel  Johnson  is  well  known  from  his  histor- 
ical reputation.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolu- 
tionary continental  service.  He  ])erforrned  a  gal- 
lant part  in  the  battle  at  Port  Moultrie,  and  served 
from  that  tim^ until  the  capitulation  of  Charleston, 
in  May,  1780.  Colonel  Johnson  and  his  regim^t 
were  prisoners  of  war,  and  continued  so  until  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  was  ordered  in  May,  1781; 
so  that  he  claims  commutation  pay  as  a  soldier  or 
officer  in  the  service  ofthe  Revolution,  until  Octo- 
ber, 1780;  because  the  law  provides,  that  those 
who  served  till  that  time,  without  resignation  or 
being  cashiered,  shall  be  entitled  to  this  commuta- 
tion pay.  iiflthough  this  is  the  provision  of  the 
law,  neither  he  nor  his  representatives  ever  re- 
ceived this  pay.  This  is  one  of  those  claims  which 
1  would  especially  commend  to  the  attentioa  of 
the  chairman  of  tne  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims.  I  move  that  the  petition  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

The  petition  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  petition  of  Francis 
Gardere,  praying  compensation  for  certain  land 
claimed  by  him  under  a  Spanish  f:rant,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  United  Sutes  for  military  purooses; 
which  was  referred  to  th^  Committee  on  Private 
•Land  Claims. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
administrator  of  Joshua  B.  Smith,  deceased,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  the  use  of  a  vessel  employed 
under  a  contract  with  a  Government  officer  in 
transporting  troops  during  the  Florida  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  jDlaims. 
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rAtf  of  the  DcnonaJ  recirescntBliTeR  of  Will 
A.  Slaeam,  a««ii»ed;  which  waa  rend  n  firsl 
Mcofid   lime,  and  reierred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foraigii  Relalions- 

BILLS  P4BSGD. 
The  fbtlowing  engrossed  biJIi  vera  serenJly 
lad  ■  third  unit  ajid  passed : 
A  bilt  for  the  relief  of  Maigarel  L.  Worth;  and 
A  ImII  CO  provide  compenwition  to  such  persons 
■  nay  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Titaiury  to  receiie  and  keep  the  pabiic  moneys, 
Dte  the  Gfteenih  leciion  of -the  act  of  6th  Aug~ 
(K,  )S46,  for  the  additional  aerricea  required  under 

lESSlGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE, 
■age  froni  the  House  of  Representatives, 
b^  Mr.  RoBB,  Chief  Clerk; 

km  jnovlilliif  for  tbe  liiiidlDt  of  certain  Aoc- 
iDB  to  ■DIhofixe  the  PtMUdatter  GenenI  to 


I      byM, 


THB  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  There  is  a  joint  rwolulion  he- 
b(t  the  Senate  providing  for  theprintin^  of  the 
RDtnu  of  the  Seventh  Census.  Thepubhc  inter- 
■ivoukl  be  promoted  by  early  action  upon  it, 
n4  I  thiak  it  my  duty  to  call  to  it  the  attention 
il  iMr  Seoale.    Aa  there  is,  however,  other  busi- 


,  for 


mdd  move  tKat  it  be  made  the  special  order  of 
*e4>7  for  Monday  neit,  at  one  o'cto«k. 
lW  BotkiD  was  agreed  to. 

EXPLAKATION. 

;^ce  of  the  Senale 
>n  in  rsgard  to  the 

well  what  (he  gen- 
is  about  to  be  at, 
ition,  not  from  any 
.  .  well  knows.    But 

Itaawiefy  well,  and  he  knows  it  also,  that  as 
•osB  aa  he  makes  his  explanation,  thr^e  ot  four 
rt»l  flillsiiiiii  will  be  on  the  floor  in  a  few  seconds 
toMWa their  explanations  also,  and  thus  I  shall 
b  Mi  off  from  any  opportunity  of  bein^  heard 'on 
4t^lMliOD  which  comes  up  as  the  special  order. 
Iinal  lo  the  nntleman,  therefore,  whether  he 
Mfl*»  lib  hold  his  explanation  for  the  present. 
IkULE.     I  shall  not  occupy  two  minutea. 
J«1»ESIDENT.    The  Senator  from  Now 
O^Am,  accoidin^  to  the  usage  of  the  Senate, 
IfcrtUi  to  moke  his  explanation. 
_m:  BALE.     This  ia  bu(  the  second  time,  Mr. 
AsHni,  that  I  have  ever  qsked  the  indulgence 
'AtBeBaie  for  such  a  purpose,  and  in  all  pn>b- 
Myk  will  be  the  last,     tif  the  debate  Of  ycster^ 
*f  If— -■-  -■  -'^-■ 


rl^t  lapTDJiibit 


Mr.  DOUQLAS.  Aa  the  report  is  read  there, 
would  seem  to  convey  the  idea  that  I  questioned 
le  veracity  of  the  Senator,  when  I  said  thM  each 
..'aa  not  tils  fact.  1  referred  to  the  declaration  by 
which  he  made  it  appear  tbat  all  on  one  side  of 
the  line  had  taken  one  view  of  the  matter,  and  all 
the  other  »ide  hod  taken  another  and  an  oppo- 
B  view  of  it.  It  may  have  been  true  that  a 
Senator  had  previously  made  such  a  atalement 
upon  this  floor.    That  was  not  my  denial.    My 


'  want  lo  read  a  few  words  from  a  speech 
4<&vered  by  Thomaa  Corwin,  late  Senator  fro 
tbeSweofOhio.  Ido  notmean  Thomas  Corwi 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  Thomoa  Corwi 
bic  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio.  It  is  fro 
Ike  Cs^imiiomi  Gieb;  and  is  as  follows; 
"Wksili  Uieta  in  the  wiy,  Dien.afmy  (liliigui  Intel 

BvMesalhu  al>{«i?    Kouiini  at  all.    ' '" - 
Ma  I*  a  woexCif  I  had  IWIh  7n  <be  pr 


^tf  bDBMB  HOB II,  Ultl  irlih  tat  VOIT  W  CI 


niirtij.    li 

nsMii  HOB II,  Ultl  irlih  tat  vorr  few  encpttoni, 
1  ■«  eSBlBf  n«i  a ilave  Slala— aad  I  ftaiak  I  have 
>HtaUB4  B>t,Wbll<HUlllalWB|rB  10  IM  '  ' 
■tastB,>-wlita  a  nrjli*  nceptloH,  all  < 
•■  «■  aim  Ihn  ttal  HrUan  oTttae  couni 
ttan*  baveaa  ilflii  <o  imhLbli  tbi;  igimli 
la*  OnfSB,  CtMrnia,  sod  New  MbiLoi 

iiilfcM)  tmmeuMt,)  la  th^  n>e  atamajsnuedoc  ilb^ 
IWM^cMnlsr  lar.wbo  bai  ao^  prttualoni  to  t^ 


r  hadai 


the  Sen- 

h  few  exceptions,  those  on  the  one 
id  in  one  woy,  and,  with  few  eicep- 
)n  the  other  aide  had  voted  the  other 
whether  the  exceptions  conatituted 
the  majority  or  the  minority,  the  Senate  has  now 
no  meanaof  aseertaining.  I  knowa  Ur^e  number 
of  Senators  from  the  South,  who  are  eminent  law- 
force;  and  others,  again,  from  the  North  who  took 
the  view  that  these  laws  were  not  in  force, 
but  there  waa  no  divisioD  aueh  as  has  been  spoken 
of  by  a  geographical  line.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  Hew  Hampshire  yesterday  to  soy  that 
the  South  had  been  unanimous  in  one  view  of  the 


aware  that  a  question 
stitutionol  constniclisn  ever  arose  in  this  body  on 
which  all  the  Northern  membera  took  the  one  aide 
a»d  the  Southern  Senators  took  the  other.  It 
was  this  propoattion  which  1  denied  when  I  aaid 
that  such  waa  not  the  fact. 

1  will  now  say,  in  this  connection,  that  so  far 
aa  I  have  been  familiar  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  thai  body  hav  never  brought 
itself  under  any  juat  auBpiciou  in  regaid  to  their 
opiniona  on  thia  matter  aa  a  I^;al  or  conetitulionol 

Siiestion.  The  gentlemen  from  the  North  on  the 
uprema  Bench,  as  their  decisiona  will  show,  have 
umformly,  flrinly,  and  rigidly  adhered  to  and  pro- 
tected the  constitutional  nghis  of  the  South,  as  the 
gentlemen  on  that  bench  who  were  bom  in  the 
Southern  Slates.  There  has  frequently  been  a 
diversity  of  opinion  omong  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  points  of  law  and  conelitulional 
construction  that  might  affect  tliLa  slavery  ques> 
tion;  but  where  that  diversity  has  existed,  the 
Southern  judges  have  been  divided  amongst  them- 
selves, and  Ine  Northern  judges  have  alao  been 
divided  amongat  themselves;  but  never  has  it  been 
known  that  the  judges  from  the  North,  collect- 
ively, have  taken  one  view  of  the  question,  and 
the  judges  of  the  South,  collectively,  token  abother 
and  a  different  view  of  it.  If  you  examine  -the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  this  question, 
you  will  see  on  Entire  obaeoce  of  this  auppoaed 
bias  or  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  jud^, 
growing  out  of  locality  of  interest,  or  association, 
or  birth.  I  have  been  gratified  that  such  has 
alwaya  been  the  case  in  the  past,  and  I  trust  it 
will  always  continue  to  be  the  case  in  the  future; 
that  whatever  nuiy  he  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  exist  in  this  body,  or  elsewhere,  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  never 
to  be  affected  or  influenced,  or  to  he  rendered  sub- 
ject even  to  the  suspicion  of  entering  into  any  of 
those  local  feelings  to  which  reference  has  been 
made.  1  believe  that  that  court  is  above  alt  auch 
imputations. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  understood  the  gen- 
tieman  from  New  Hampshire  to  say  that  he  made 
no  exception.  I  do  not  know  that  he  used  the 
term  "no  exception,"  but  he  certainly  made  none 
in  the  courae  of  hia  remarks.  My  only  object  in 
rising  yesterday  was  to  show  tliat  there  were  ex- 
ceptions. Now,  air,  I  will  admit  what  I  said  at 
,lhe  lime  of  Mr.  Corwin 'a  making  his  apeech,  that 
the  majority  of  membera  on  the  south  sidi  of  3B0 
SO*  denied  Uie  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
of  alarery  in  the  Territories,  and  contended  that 
they  had  a  right  to  take  and  hold  their  slaves  in 
the  Territories  under  the  Constitution  regardless 
of  Mexican  laws-,  and  that  the  majoHly  on  the 
other  side  of  the  tine  were  of  o  diflerent  opinir- 


:ng  to  interrupt  gentlemen,  but  he  must  say  that 
this  debate  ia  altogether  irregular.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  eiputnatjon,  and  he  read  an  extract 
from  a  speech  of  a  gentleman  formerly  a  member 
of  this  b(>dy.     This  discusaiou  ia  out  of  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  rose,  alao,  to  moke  an 
ixplansiion.  The  gentleman  from  New 'Hamp- 
iliire  read  what  I  aaid  when  Mr.  Corwin  made 
hissjieech,aBirwhalI  said  than  contradicted  what 
I  said  vesterdny.  It  does  not.  I  admit  thai  ■ 
geographical  line  seemed  lo  control  ihe  opinions 
of  majorities.  But  it  was  not  universal,  as  I  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  to  affirm.      There    wer« 

A  Senatok.    Well,  well;  now  move  the  special 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD.     I  will  call  for  the  special 

rder. 

THB  COMPROMISE   MEASURES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conaideration  oflhe 
■solution  declaring  the  meaBuresofadjuBlnientto 
be  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  have  an  amendmenl  Co  ofler 

o  thia  resolution..  Ilis  for  the  purposeof  relieving 
t  of  two  objections  which  nioy  be  token  against 
t,  one  of  them  perhaps  having  some  intrinsic  force, 
ind  the  other,  1  think,  without  any  intrinsic,  but 
laviLig  some  apparent  force.  The  firsl  objection 
o  which  1  allude,  is  as  follows:  The  resoluUon, ' 
IB  it  now  stands,  undertakes  iQ  declare,  in  respect 

m-otnise,  what  is  the  duly  of  Ihe  public  at  large. 
The  second  is,  ihot  it  implies,  or  moy  he  made  to 
ale,  that  the  Senate  suppose  that  the  acts  of 

^  ation  referred  to  are  irrepealable,  or  that  it  is 
beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  them. 
*  know  that  thia  waa  not  the  isteniion  of  th« 
over  of  the  resolution;  but  as  it  is  important, 4f 
..  should  be  adsplsd,  that  it  should  be  distinctly 
understood,  I  suggest  an  amendmenl  which  I  think 
will  avoid  sJl  diwculiy,  and  express  with  clearness 
and   precision  what   is  designed  by  it.     It  is  to 

-'e  out  of  the  resolution  the  words — 


Id  lu  tM  lallhruUy  a^rved  ^  all  (oad 
follows; 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  accept  Iha 
amendment  with  great  pleasure.  I  am  not  partic- 
ular about  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution. 
What  I  wish  is,  to  get  a  lai^e  vote  in  its  favor. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Miasis- 
sippi  is  not  privileged  lo  accept  il.  The  question 
must  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
waa  agreed  to,lhsre  oeingon  a  division — yeas  S4, 
nays  not  counted. 

The  resolution  therefore  now  stands  as  follows: 
A  Rewluaan  declailiv  ih«  Meuurei  orAitjuiUMallo  be  a 

definiiivo  KfflemHii  of  ttae  quesdoni  i^siog  out  of  do- 


Mr.  BUTLER.    Whot  has  this  to  do  with  this 
The  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  is  very  unwiU- 


eninicnt  Coi  Neir  Mcrtca,"  sppraved  Sepleiiitwr  9,  ISMI  i 

tiUitb  s  leniiortsl  tnvcniinenl  tnr\jah,''  appnived  Sep- 
Icinber  B.  18S0 ;  ■<  An  act  lo  uneiid  end  aupptementaiy  lo 
an  (clBiitlllsd  'AnacI  mpecQiif  fU|iliv«  livin  Juliee, 
■nd  pen-am  cKv^lnv  IVam  Uib  Krvlee  of  (heir  maslen,  an- 
pmvrd  FcbniHTv  1^,  I TS3,^ "  approved  BepleiDber  IB,  1B90; 
and."  An  set  la  •uppreH  thr  >rive  Dade  in  the  DixDict  of 

M  the  "  Compronilae  Acta,"  sre,  Jn  Ihe  Jud((nenl|or  this 
body,  B  HiUemeni  In  ptinciple  and  ■ubaKince — a  flnal  let- 
tlemeni  ar  the  dUienmi  and  eidilni  •uhjecit  which  ihiv 
einbtacfit,  and  ought  lo  be  adhered  to  by  Confreif  UBtu 
Une  and  npeiience  shall  demoaMnle  Ibe  Dwesillf  of 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  Uien  addressed 
Ihe  Senate  at  lenglb,  giving  hia  views  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  and  in  reply  lo  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
BuTLio  and  Mr.  Rhkit.     [For  which  see  Ar- 

Wiiliout  concluding,  Mr.  F.  gave  way  to   a 
I  motion  to  adjourn. 
I-  II      And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


I 
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•sired  mnd  obtained  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  personal  representatives  of  William 
A.  Slacum*  Jeceased;  wnich  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

BILLS  PASSED. 
The  Ibllowing  eo^^ossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  L.  Worth;  and 
A  bill  to  provide  compensation  to  such  persons 
■  auiy  be  designated   oy  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  and  keep  the  pablic  moneys, 
Older  the  fiAeenth  section  of -the  act  of  6th  Aug- 
wt^  1846,  for  the  additional  services  required  under 
t^act. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

JL  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

by  Mr.  Robb,  Chief  Clerk: 

Mr.  ParitrDEXT :  The  Hou^e  of  Representatives  have 
fmmti  0ie  followrinf  joint  resolutions : 
Mai  reaolatioo  providing  for  the  binding  of  certain  doc- 

Mai  reaolation  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to 
li^fase  certain  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
fi  Grtiforaia  and  Oregon ;  and 

Ma<rt»otution  providing  fbr  the  printing  of  additional 

Ts  of  ijhe  Joomals  and  public  documents. 
vhk^  fhey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 
Mr.  BRIGHT.    There  is  a  joint  resolution  be- 
fere  the  Senate  providing  for  the  printing  of  the 
mtras  of  the  Seventh  Census.    The  pubhc  inter- 
Mivookl  be  promote  by  early  action  upon  it, 
•sd  J  think  it  my  duty  to  call  to  it  the  attention 
af  tile  Senate.    As  there  is,  however,  other  busi- 
%em  before  tis  to-day,  I  shall  not  insist  upon 
nS&os  it  up  for  consideration  at  this  time,  out 
voda  move  ttfat  it  be  made  the  special  order  of 
dedaj  for  Monday  next,  at  one  o'clock. 
The  aaotion  was  agreed  to. 

EXPLANATION. 
I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
brief  explanation  in  regard  to  the 
jurred  here  yesterday. 
1  know  very  well  wnat  the  gen- 
Tew  Hampshire  is  about  to  be  at, 
oppose  his  explanation,  not  from  any 
tj  towards  him,  as  he  well  knows.    But 
I  kanr  very  well,  and  he  knows  it  also,  that  as 
be  makes  his  explanation,  three  or  four 
»r8  will  be  on  tlie  floor  in  a  few  seconds 
their  explanations  also,  and  thus  1  shall 
%i«ttdrfrom  any  opportunity  of  being  heard 'on 
^^natioD  which  comes  up  as  the  special  order. 
Itynt  to  the  e:ent]eman,  therefore,  whether  he 
^ttlit^vitfahold  his  explanation  for  the  present. 
Hi  BfcJ  E.     I  shall  not  occupy  two  minutes. 
JbWESIDENT.    The  Senator  from  New 
Bl^pfte,  according  to  the  usage  of  ths  Senate, 
MtMiAt  to  make  his  explanation. 
A  SALE.    This  is  b\x\  the  second  time,  Mr. 
t,  that  I  have  ever  qsked  the  indulgence 
■ate  for  such  a  purpose,  and  in  all  prob- 
itttof  k  wilt  be  the  last,    tn  the  debate  of  yester-i 
Ajfraotarked  that — 

a  great  constitutional  question  of  law,  upon 
isdifllcnity.   f  allude  to  0ie  question  whemer 
i  or  was  not  anoHsbed  in  the  territories  acquired 
by  the  operation  of  the  Mexican  laws.    It  was 
a  very  astonishing  Aict  upon  the  floor  of  the 
if  ttat  evefy  Senator  who  spoke  on  that  subject,  liv- 
■ift  of  a  cettain  geographical  line,  took  one  view  of 
r— Uuiiooal  question,  and  those  living  north  of  that 
'hieal  Hacy  took  a  contrary  view. 
WALKsm,  Mr.  Bdtlsr,  Mr.  Urdekwood,  and 
Tt  is  not  so. 
''Mr.  DoiwLAS.    That  is  contrary  to  the  faet." 

t  now  want  to  read  a  few  words  from  a  speech 

Mwed  by  Thomas  Corwin,  late  Senator  from 

&e  State  of  Ohio.   I  do  not  mean  Thomas  Corwin, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  Thomas  Corwin, 

bte  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio.    It  is  from 

the  Congressumal  Otob^  and  is  as  follows: 

**  Wkat  is  tliere  in  the  way,  then,  of  my  giving  an  inlelU- 

'  vMeoa  iMs  subject?    Nothiiw  at  all.    I  would  take 

is  s  notnent,  if  I  had  iUth  in  the  processes  throupfa 

t  law  is  to  iMss  until  it  becomes  a  law  in  the 

lelow.    But  I  have  not  that  (kith,  and  I  will  teU  the 

why.    It  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  perfec- 

of  banan  reSbon,  that  with  but  very  raw  exceptions, 

Bsaiaa  eosriag  from  a  slave  Stale — and  I  think  i  have 

•Be  bdriad  om*  wlio  oiuht  always  to  be  before  me,  [Mr. 

Basscs.) — witk  a  veiy  le#  ezcejkions,  all  eminent  lawyers 

•■  flMs  ttoor  from  that  section  or  the  country,  have  argued 

ttatyoa  have  no  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 

lass  ORffOfl,  CslHbmia,  and  New  Mexico ;  while,  on  the 

is  not  a  man,  with  few  exceptions,  (and 

letaMe,)  in  the  f>ee  States,  learned  or  un- 

;  sr  ti^,  wbo  has  any  precansiona  to  legal 
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knowledge,  but  believes  in  his  conscience  that  you  liave  a 
right  to  prohibit  slavery.    Is  not  that  a  curious  commentary 
upon  that  wonderful  thing  called  human  jeaion  ? 
**  Mr.  UMDaawooD.    ft  is  regulated  by  a  line." 

I  have  done,  sir.    That  is  all  the  explanation  I 
have  to  make. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  As  the  report  is  read  there, 
it  would  seem  to  convey  the  idea  that  I  questioned 
the  veracity  of  the  Senator,  when  I  said  that  such 
was  not  the  fact.  I  referred  to  the  declaration  by 
which  he  made  it  appear  that  all  on  one  side  of 
the  line  had  taken  one  view  of  the  matter,  and  all 
on  the  other  gide  had  taken  another  and  an  oppo- 
site view  of  it.  It  may  have  been  true  that  a 
Senator  had  previously  made  such  a  statement 
upon  this  floor.  That  was  not  my  denial.  My 
denial  was,  that  if  any  Senator  had  made  such  a 
statement,  that  statement  was  not  true  in  fact.  It 
seems  now  that  Mr.  Corwin  once  said  in  the  Sen- 
ate, that,  with  few  exceptions,  those  on  the  one 
side  had  voted  in  one  way,  and,  with  few  excep- 
tions,'those  on  the  other  side  had  voted  the  other 
way.  But  whether  the  exceptions  constituted 
the  majority  or  the  minority,  the  Senate  has  now 
no  means  of  ascertaining.  I  know  a  lar|[e  number 
of  Senators  from  the  South,  who  are  eminent  law- 
yers, who  took  the  view  that  these  laws*were  in 
force;  and  others,  again,  from  the  North  who  took 
the  view  that  these  laws  were  not  in  force, 
but  there  was  no  division  such  as  has  been  spoken 
of  by  a  geographical  line.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  yesterday  to  say  that 
the  South  had  been  unanimous  in  one  view  of  the 
question,  while  the  North  had  been  equally.  I . 
am  not  aware  that  a  question  of  law  or  or  con- 
stitutional construction  ever  atose  in  this  body  on 
which  all  the  Northern  members  took  the  one  side 
and  the  Southern  Senators  took  the  other.  It 
was  Uiis  proposition  which  I  denied  when  I  said 
that  such  was  not  the  fact. 

I  will  now  say,  in  this  connection,  that  so  far 
as  I  have  been  &miliar  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  that  body  ha»  never  brought 
itself  under  any  just  suspicion  in  regard  to  their 
opinions  on  this  matter  as  a  legal  or  constitutional 
question.  The  gentlemen  from  the  North  on  the 
Supreme  Bench,  as  their  decisions  will  show,  have 
umformly,  firmly,  and  rigidly  adhered  to  and  pro- 
tected the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South,  as  the 
gentlemen  on  that  bench  who  were  bom  in  the 
Southern  States.  There  has  frequently  been  a 
diversity  of  opinion  amone  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  points  of  law  and  constitutional 
construction  that  might  affect  this  slavery  ques- 
tion; but  where  that  diversity  has  existed,  the 
Southern  judges  have  been  divided  amongst  them- 
selves, and  the  Northern  judges  have  also  been 
divided  amonest  themselves;  but  never  has  it  been 
known  that  the  judges  from  the  North,  coUect- 
ively,  have  taken  one  view  of  the  question,  and 
the  judges  of  the  South,  collectively,  taken  ahother 
and  a  different  view  of  it.  If  you  examine  ^he 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  this  question, 
you  will  see  an  'Entire  absence  of  this  supposed 
oias  or  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  judges, 
growine  out  of  loccdity  of  interest,  or  association, 
or  birth.  I  have  been  gratified  that  such  has 
always  been  the  case  in  the  past,  and  I  trust  it 
will  always  continue  to  be  the  case  in  the  future; 
that  whatever  maj  be  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  exist  in  this  body,  or  elsewhere,  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is  never 
to  be  affected  or  influenced,  or  to  be  rendered  sub- 
ject even  to  the  suspicion  of  entering  into  any  of 
those  local  feelings  to  which  reference  has  been 
made.  1  believe  that  that  court  is  above  all  such 
imputations. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  to  say  that  he  made 
no  exception.  I  do  not  know  that  he  used  the 
term  "no  exception,"  but  he  certainly  made  none 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks.  My  only  object  in 
rising  yesterday  was  to  show  that  there  were  ex- 
ceptions. Now,  sir,  I  will  admit  what  I  said  at 
^the  time  of  Mr.  Corwin 's  making  his  speech,  that 
the  majority  of  members  on  the  south  sid^  of  30^ 
30*  denied  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  tne  Territories,  and  contended  tnat 
they  had  a  right  to  take  and  hold  their  slaves  in 
the  Territories  under  the  Constitution  regardless 
of  Mexican  laws;  and  that  the  majority  on  the 
other  side  of  the  line  were  of  a  diflferent  opinion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    What  has  this  to  do  with  this 
question  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  is  very  unwill- 


ing to  interrupt  gentlemen,  but  he  must  say  that 
this  debate  is  altogether  irregular.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  explanation,  and  he  read  an  extract 
from  a  speech  of  a  gentleman  formerly  a  member 
of  this  body.    This  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rose,  also,  to  make  an 
explanation.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire read  what  I  said  when  Mr.  Corwin  made 
his  speech,  as  if  what  I  said  then  contradicted  what 
I  said  yesterday.  It  does  not.  I  admit  that  a 
geographiccd  line  seemed  to  control  the  opinions 
of  majorities.  But  it  was  not  univenial,  as  I  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  to  affirm.  There  were 
exceptions. 

A  Senator.  Well,  well;  now  move  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  wiU  call  for  the  special 
order. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  the  measures  of  adjustment  to 
be  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing 
out  of  domestic  slavery. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  nave  an  amendment  to  offer 

to  this  resolution.   It  is  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 

it  of  two  objections  which  may  be  taken  against 

it,  one  of  them  perhaps  having  some  intrinsic  force* 

and  the  other,  l  think,  without  any  intrinsic,  but 

having  some  apparent  force.    The  first  objection 

to  which  I  allirae,  is  as  follows:   The  resolution, 

as  it  now  stands,  undertakes  ta  dechire,  in  respect 

to  the  iteries  of  measures  constituting  the  com- 

profnise,^  what  is  the  duty  of  the  public  at  large. 

The  second  is,  that  it  implies,  or  may  be  made  to 

intimate,  that  the  Senate  suppose  that  the  acts  of 

legislation  referred  to  are  irrepealable,  or  that  it  is 

beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  them. 

I  Know  that  this  was  not  the  intention  of  the 

mover  of  the  resolution;  but  as  it  is  important,4f 

it  should  be  adopted,  that  it  should  be  distinctly 

understood,  I  suggest  an  amendment  which  I  think 

will  avoid  all  difficulty t  and  express  with  clearness 

and  precision  what  is  designed  by  it.    It  is  to 

attike  out  of  the  resolution  the  words — 

"  Entitled  to  be  recognized  sa  a  definitive  adjustment  and 
settlement  of  the  distracting  questions  growing  out  of  the 
ratem  of  domestic  slavery,  and  as  such,  that  said  measures 
should  be  acquiesced  in  and  faithfully  observed  by  all  good 
citixens"— 

And  insert  as  follows: 

*^  A  settlement  in  principle  and  substance — a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  dangerous  and  excitijiff  subjects  which  they 
embraced,  and  .ought  to  be  adhered  to  by  Congress  until 
time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  neccmity  of 
further  legislation  to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse." 

Mr.  POOTE,  of  Mississippi.  I  accept  the 
amendment  with  great  pleasure.  I  am  not  partic- 
ular about  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution. 
What  I  wish  is,  to  get  a  large  vote  in  its  favor. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi is  not  privileged  to  accept  it.  The  question 
must  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  question  oeing  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  agreed  to,  there  oeing  on  a  division — yeas  24, 
nays  not  counted. 

The  resolution  therefore  now  stands  as  follows: 
A  Resolution  declaring  the  Measures  of  Adjustment  to  be  a 

definitive  settlement  of  die  questions  growing  out  of  do- 
mestic slavery. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  series  of  measures  embraced  In 
the  acts  entitled  **  An  act  proposing  to  the  Bute  of  Texas 
the  establishment  of  her  Northern  and  Western  boundaries, 
the  relinquishment,>by  thevaid  State,  of  all  territory  claimed 
by  hef  exterior  ta  said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claima 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  New  Mexico,'*  approved  September  9, 1850 ; 
<<  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  California  into 
the  Union,"  approved  September  9, 1850 ;  "  An  act  to  es- 
tablish a  territorial  government  (hrlJtah,''  approved  Sep- 
tember 9, 1850 ;  "  An  act  to  amend  and  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  *  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice, 
and  persons  escaping  firom  the  service  of  their  masters,  ap- 
proved February  l!2, 1793,' "  approved  September  18, 18S0 ; 
and/*  An  act  to  suppress  thr  slave  trade  in  the  Diftrict  of 
Columbia,'*approved  September90, 1850,  comraonly  knowu 
as  the  "  Compromise  Acts,''  are,  in  the  judgmentiof  thia 
body,  a  settlement  in  principle  and  substance — a  final  set- 
tlement of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  subjects  which  the^ 
embraced,  and  ought  to  be  adhered  to  by  Congress  until 
time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  necessity  of 
ftirther  legislation  to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi,  Uien  addressed 
the  Senate  at  len^h,  giving  his  views  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  and  in  reply  to  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Butler  and  Mr.  Ruett.  [For  which  see  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  F.  gave  way  to  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
idk  kciTe  to  iotiti4uo6  a  biil  for  the  relief  of  Tho9. 
H.Le^ett. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  gave  notice  of  hii  intention 
to  aak  leave  to  introduce  a  Joint  resolution  author- 
iifag  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  commute  the 
ptfmait  of  eercain  Choctaw  annuities. 

EXPORT  FROM  8TA^DING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  B^ANGUM,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
ciga  RdatioDS,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
dwrefief  of  the  personal  representatives  of  William 
A.  Shmm,  deceased,  reported  it  without  amend- 

BINDING  OF  DOCUMENTS. 
Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am^  directed  by  the  Com- 
■itto*  on  Printine,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint 
nwiiiriij  n  of  the  House  providing  for  the  binding 
dTeocain  docuraents,  to  report  the  resolution  with- 
»it,  and  to  recommend  its  adoption  by 
I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  reaa, 
I  have  a  remark  or  two  to  make  upon  it. 
ne  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  has  not 
«ittt  mp  for  action. 

Mf.  BORLAND.  Then  I  move  that  the  reso- 
IqlipB  be  taken  up  now. 

tW  PRESIDENT.  It  rei^i^res  unanimous 
cHMBt.  If  there  be  bo  objection  the  resolution 
vilW  taken  up. 

joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  second 
~  considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Commit- 
Whole. 

that  all  the  Executive  documents  of 

^additional  copies  have  been  ordered  to  be 

rlii^  shall  not  contain  less  than  two  hun- 

_^7  PB^^9  shall  be  bound,  under  the  di- 

^      lomt  Committee  on  Printing,  pro- 

ebst  tliereof  shall  'not  exceed  12^  cents 


IL 


K  BORLAND.  Before  proceeding  with  the 
wkieh  I  have  to  offer,  I  desire  to  submit 
it,  which  is  necessary,  in  order  to  give 
intended,  to  the  resolution  as  it  came 
di»  Hoove.  The  amendment  is  to  insert  the 
«*«r,**  after  the  word  **  that*'  in  the  first  line, 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and 


lND.    I  am  opposed  to  the  resolu- 

^ImH  briedy  state  the  reasons  of  my  op- 

kie  resolution  propo6e»>  to  adopt  the 

hvith  regard  to  binding  public  docu- 

sae  adopted  last  session.    And  I  ask 

of  Senators  to  this  matter,  because  it 

affecting  their  convenience,  as  well 

of  the  country,  so  far  as  the  print- 

^ ^  of  the  documents  are  concerned. 

Jiat  iMt  aeseion  a  resolution  was  adopted  by 
vilfr  it  was  agreed  to  bind  all  the  public  docu- 
^•f  a  cefftain  size.  At  that  time  it  was  sup- 
this  course  would  greatly  increase  the 
•T  the  documents  by  enabling  tis  to  keep 
klft  better  preservation.  The  practical  work- 
'  that  resolution,  however,  was  the  very  re- 
r«f  what  was  intended  by  the  adoption  of  it. 
Aiir  from  fitcilitating  the  work,  and  so  far  from 
the  documents  more  valuable  by  placing 
Iq'a  better  condition  for  preservation,  the 
^Xfthis  was  the  ease.  And  one  of  the  prin- 
^pi  tmmm  of  the  long-  delay  which  we  expe- 
wttaA  in  obtaining  these  documents  was,  that  the 
fcirfh>|n>quiiuilcwisiderable additional  time.  As 
a  enssqoenee  of  this,  we  have  Aot  yet  received  all 
tlic  dscinnents  which  were  ordered  last  session  of 
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is  another  eround  of  opposition ,  to  which 
to  reftr.  Tliispr(^>osiUon  for  binding  the 
opened  another  door  for  additional  im- 
npon  the  Senate  and  the  country  by  pro- 
another  case  of  failure  to  comply  with  the 
of  the  contract.  We  all  wen  know  the  infe- 
leier  of  the  work  which  was  done  under 
doriqg  the  bst  two  or  three  years  in  the 
wayi#|irintin|[.  That  was  bad  enough.  We  had 
sshMJimd  tn  imposition  enough,  and  difficulty 
cMop^  in  fstdn^  the  documents  printed;  and 
M%m  mn  atinii  |o  hnire  thsm  bound  ws  opened  a 
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door — I  will  not  say  to  fraud,  for  I  make  no  such 
charge  against  any  parties — ^but  at  all  events,  we 
opened  Such  a  door  as  let  in  upon  us,  \£  not  in- 
vited, culpable  disregard  of  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  the  contract.  The  binding  was  greatly 
inferior  to  the  kind  stipulated  for,  and  it  proved 
impracticable  to  hold  the  contractors  to  their  con- 
tract. 

In  justification  of  myself,  I  feel  bound  to  state  a 
fact  in  this  connection.  Under  that  contract,  which 
seemed  as  stringent  as  it  was  possible  to  make  it, 
so  far  at  least  as  words  and  obligations  could  ^o^ 
I,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  had 
to  examine  and  pass  upon  these  documents  when 
they  were  brought  in  by  the  contractor.  The 
work  at  first  was  nearly  up  to  the  contract,  and 
the  committee  agreed  to  receive  it  notwithstanding 
it  was  a  little  below  the  quality  stipulated  for. 

But  the  next  batch  of  documents  was  so  badly 
printed,  and  especially  so  badly  bound,  that,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  I  considered  it  my 
duty  to  reject  them.  The  committee  at  first  sus- 
tained me  in  the  course  I  pursued;  but  notwith- 
standing this  decision,  those  having  the  work  to 
do,  persevered  in  doing  it  in  the  manner  I  have 
mentioned.  Documents  were  piled  up  in  the  docu- 
ment rooms,  appeals  were  made  to  the  members 
of  the  committee,  and  others  of  the  Senate  and 
House,  and  my  rejection,  at  first  sustained,  was 
overruled,  and  thus  we  were  imposed  upon  by  this 
inferior  work.  Under  the  Joint  resolution  under 
which  the  committee  was  formed,  and  the  subse- 
quent resokition  for  binding,  made  it  my  duty  to 
make  this  examination,  &c.,  of  these  documents, 
and  the  binding.  That  I  performed  that  duty 
faithlVilly,  I  believe  no  one  will  question;  and  yet, 
under  the  operation  of  the  persuasion  of  the  con- 
tractor, my  decisions  were  overruled  (ind  the  con- 
tract was  thus  trampled  under  foot.  I  believe,  sir, 
most  decidedly,  that  such  a  system  of  contracting 
as  that  of  which  we  have  ahready  had'Sxperieifce, 
will  result  in  nothing  better  than  putting  money 
into  the  hands  of  specuhitors;  that  infenor  work 
will  be  done,  and  that  the  Senate  and  the  country 
will  thus  be  imposed  upon.  Money  ^firill  be  taken 
out  of  the  Treasury  which  will  not  go  to  subserve 
the  public  interest,  and  the  pockets  of  speculators 
will  be  filled  with  it.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  such  a 
system.  We  may  not,  perhaps,  get  clear  of  die 
whole  of  the  evil,  because  we  must  have  printing 
done;  but  here,  I  think,  is  a  door  which  has  been 
opened  to  imposition,  and  which  I  think  may  now 
be  effectually  closed,  and  with  great  advantage  to 
the  public.  At  any  rate  I,  for  one,  cannot  a£;ree 
to  a  proposition  of  this  sort,  because  I  feel  mlly 
convinced  that  we  will  not  get  the  work  done  with- 
out great  delay  and  greater  imposition.  As  chair- 
man of  the  committee  I  am  unwilling  to  perform 
this  duty,  because  I  know  quite  well  in  advance 
what  will  be  the  consequences.  I  know  that  I 
will  not  be  sustained  in  my  duty;  and  so  far  as 
the  committee  is  concerned  it  will  avail  nothing  to 
protect  the  Treasury  and  the  public. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  concur  in  many  of  the  sug^ 
gestions  which  hUve  fallen  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing;  yet  as  to  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  resolution  which  the  House  has 
sent  to  us,  1  do  not  a^ee  at  all  with  him.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  while  we  print  extraordinary 
numbers  of  the  President's  me8sage,^and  the  Pat- 
ent Office  reports,  and  various  other  reports  from 
different  Departments  of  the  Government,  contain- 
ing valuable  and  useful  information  to  the  country, 
that  it  is  desirable  to  preserve  them,  and  put  them 
in  a  state  of  preservation  for  distribution  through- 
out the  country.  It  is  very  true,  I  believe,  that  in 
but  few  if  any  instances  where  contracts  have  been 
made  by  Cong^ress,  have  the  contractors  been  made 
to  comply  strictly  with  their  contracts.  Indeed, 
I  know  of  none  that  have  been  literally  complied 
with.  I  think,  however,  if  Senators  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  matter,  they  will  find  that 
these  binders  have  bettor  complied  with  their  con- 
tract than  almost  any  other  contractors  with  Con- 
gress. I  know  of  no  contractors  who  have  fulfilled 
their  contracts  so  faithfhlly  as  these  binders  have 
dons.    And,  sir,  let  ms  say  further,  that  thers  art 


some  extenuating  circimistances  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  to  the  benefit  of  which  these  contractors 
are  entitled.  The  large  editions  of  documenu 
which  are  published  so  to  the  binders  in  a  state 
which  precludes  and  absolutely  prevents  the  bind- 
ing of  tne  documents  in  that  manner  in  which  they 
would  be  bound  if  the  sheets  were  dry  and  in  a 
different  state  of  preparation  when  they  go  to  be' 
bound.  If  a  document  is  bound  while  the  sheets 
are  yet  moist,  it  will  afler  binding  shrink,  and  it  can- 
not be  so  well  bound  as  it  can  be  if  it  be  allowed  to 
lie  till  the  sheets  are  dry.  Hence  Uie  distinction  be- 
tween this  and  ordinary  binding.  But  if  Senators 
will  look  at  the  documents  which  have  been  bound ,  ^ 
and  particularly  that  mass  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made,  I  thmk  they  will  be  found  to  be  of  a  good 
quality.  It  should  be  borne  In  mind  that  the  sum 
which  we  pay  for  the  binding  of  all  these  docu- 
ments is  but  twelve  and  a  haUT  cents  per  volume. 
It  is  a  matter  in  which,  individually,  I  feel  no  par- 
ticular interest;  but  still  I  am  decioedly  of  opinion 
that  while  we  publish  laree  editions  of'^the  various 
works  to  which  I  have  aDuded,  it  is  desirable  that 
we  should  put  them  into  a  state  in  which  they  may 
be.  preserved,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  M  ANGUM.  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next.  It  is  interf^tring  with  and  cutting 
off  the  morning  business. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
postponement  of  it.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Let  it  go  over  until  Monday. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  hope  that  will  not  be  done, 
for  I  shall  not  be  here  on  Monday  next,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  present  when  the  resolution  is 
again  considered. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Well,  then,  say  Monday 
week 

Mr.  BORLAND.  .  Yes;  Monday  week.  That 
will  do. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  MAKOtTM  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution  until  Monday  week;  and  it 
¥ras  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

MONARCHICAL  t?«r.9U«*C0NSTrrUTI0NAL 

GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  WALKER.  I  desire  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lutioQs  which  1  had  the  honor  of  introducing  the 
other  day,  with  the  view  of  moving  that  they  be 
printed.  I  refer  to  the  resolutions  of  inquiry  ad- 
dressed to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
in  reference  to  our  foreign  policy.  I  make  this 
motion,  because  I  discover  that  there  is  some  mis- 
apprehension existing,  not  only  in  the  minds  of 
Senators,  but  also  in  the  public  mind,  in  reference 
to  what  these  resolutions  are.  In  one  of  the  pa- 
pers published  in  this  city,  the  VnUm — towards 
which  I  entertain  the  most  cordial  filing,  as  well 
as  towards  the  publishers  of  that  paper,  and  I  am 
very  confident  that  they  do  not  feel  otherwise  to- 
wards myself — I  find  this  statement: 

«  Mr.  Walker introdneed  aretolution  decUringlt  tbe  true 
poHey  Qt  the  United  Siatei  to  <  Intervene  sfaioat  interven- 
tion' in  the  cause  of  Hungary.'* 

I  have  also  been  inquired  of  by  Senators,  and 
indeed  by  several  others,  whether  my  resolutions 
were  absolute,  and  declaratory  of  the  policy  of  the 
United  States,  or  whether  they  were  merely  reso- 
lutions of  inquiry.  The  resolutions  themselves 
having  relation  to  a  very  important  subject,  and  - 
finding  this  misapprehension  prevailing  regarding 
them,  I  desire  that  they  may  oe  printed,  in  order 
that  there  may  no  longer  be  any  misapprehension 
about  them,  and  that  their  phraseology  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  most  careful  examination  and  scrutiny. 
.  The  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  was  agreed 
to,  and  they  were  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 
The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  joint  resolu- 
tion  upon  the  table  in  rektion  to  the  act  grvitine 
bounty  lands  to  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  It  will  now 
be  read  a  second  time. 
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tlierefbre  I  did  not  come  prepared 
^  Bndment.  I  repeat  the  expression 
Ihat  the  Senate  will  not  agree  to  the 
J&enatorfix»m  Indiana.  It  will  occupy 
!  time  IB  it0  coQflideratkm  when  it  shall 


KRIGHT.    If  it  will  lead  to  discussion  I 
^  id  not  to  press  it,  but  I  give  notice  that  I 
dmlfr  %-moiTow,  and  each  suoc^ing  day  there- 
it  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate  until 
of,  and-i  hope  the  Senator  from  Con- 
will  come  prepared  with  his  amendment. 
Tfefmotion  was  then  withdrawn. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 
TVe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mcia}  order,  being  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  FsoTK,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BiavttBK*  declaring  the  compromise  measures  a 
dcinittTe  settlement  of  the  questions  growing  out 
of  the  subject  of  slavery. 
The  reeolation  is  as  Allows: 

iNelwiBg  (he  Meftmurei  of  A^JtutmenC  to  be  a 
•eHleaMoc  of  Itie  qoestiona  grotring  out  of  do 
•linrefy. 

Jk  9  •mmtUd.  That  the  0erie«  of  mes«Hre«  embraced  in 
ibe  seti  entided  <'  An  set  proposing  to  the  State  of  TejOfei 


■■■■■IB of  ber  northern  and  wi^tem  boandarles. 

^s  wilimuithmeot,  by  tbo  said  State,  of  all  fenitory  daimed 
ftyktr  enerior  to  aaid  boandaries,  and  of  all  her  elainw 
i|a»  Ae  UaltadBiatea,  and  to  ertaUub  a  territorial  gortm- 
■Ml  fiir  New  Mexico,"  approved  Septembers,  1850 ;  «<An 
aet  iir  tbe  adnilMion  of  the  Stale  of  California  into  the 
CMsBy"  spfirov^  September  9,  1S50;  **  An  act  to  eetab- 
li^^tHSiloria]  foverament  Ibr  Utah,"  approved  Seplem- 
bwl^  USO;  **  An  aet  to  amend  and  sappleroeutary  to  an  aoC 
"'Ab  act  reepeding  fagiUve«  from  justice,  and  per- 
Iqg  from  tbe  service  of  their  master*,*  approved 
A,  1793,"  approved  September  18,  1850;  and 
*  jte  set  I*  anppnsi  the  itave  trade  In  the  District  of  Col- 
MWy**  annrved  September  90, 1850.  commonly  known 
'  ^'Cooii^oaiiM  Acts,"  are,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
saetfementln  principle  and  sabstance — a  Anal  settle- 
bT  dw  dangeroQi  and  excitinff  snbjects  which  tliey 
mmi  •aght  to  be  adhered  to  by  Congress  antil  time 
lenee  mil  demonstrate  tbe  necessity  of  further 
to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse. 

Ifir.  HOUSTON.    Mr.  President,  for  several 

I  hare  hoped  this  resolution  could  be 

ef«     I  have  evinced  but  little  anxiety  to 

in  this  debate,  though  I  have  thought 

relation  to  the  disposition  which  is  to  be 

of  tbe  resolution  which  is  now  before  us.    1 

pMtfMS  that  it  was  a  matter  of  astonishment 

i  first  met  with  it  in  this  body.    I  had  ex- 

^lelift  aothing  of  the  kind.    The  general  aspect 

tf  iftin  throughout  the  country  seemed  to  be  of 

dMMMfc  fiaTorable  character  towards  the  harmo- 

iiR»  afiostment  of  the  difficulties  which  have 

4||M[we community,  and  I  had  hoped  that  they 

mjfhta^  been  permitted  to  have  taken  their 

■  le,  aba  that  the  good  sense  of  the 

»ple  would  have  regulated  these  mat- 

the  interposition  of  anv  deliberative 

body.    The  contrary,  nowever,,  has 

and  it  devolves  upon  me  as  a  mem- 

tMly  of  this  body,  but  of  the  Democratic 

^'  Vdare  my  objections  to  it. 

ay  that  I  occupy  no  equivocal  position 

to  the  matter  of  the  compromise,  for  I 

itte  records  of  the  Senate  will  prove  that  I 

tooiy  Senator  now  upon  this  floor  that  voted 

measure  of  the  compromise.    An  hon- 

ilor  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stur- 

i]  alio  Toted  for  all  the  provisions  of  the  com- 

Mmseybut  he  is  no  lon^r  a  member  of  this 

mfy^    Thia  being  my  position,  I  f^  at  liberty  to 

SMit  mraelf  of  all  embarrassment,  and  to  pro- 

(M  to  uie  investigation  of  this  subject,  I  hope, 

%ittMl  ineurrine  Uie  suspicion  of  any  design  to 

tvnrf  or  amooth  over  any  portion  of  my  conduct. 

f  ^ite^  air,  to  have  no  broader  platforms  than 

fttK  tufw  existing  and  maintained  oy  the  two  par- 

iMief  this  count^.    I  understand  Uiat  the  Dem- 

party  ia  tolerant  in  its  principles;  that  they 

Itroacriptiv^  that  they  are  not  for  applying 

ui  rule  to  every  member  of  the  party. 

aa  tliey  generally  are,  some  gentfe- 

MH  of  the  same  ]Muty  difl^er  essentially  upon  the 

•rite^'of  internal  improvements.    That  bias  been 

rawed  on  fimner  occasions  here,  within  my  rec- 

*"    '^   l^aiiii  I  believe  it  extends  much  further 

my  familiarity  witfi  the  proceeding*  of 

jiera 
ptttfim 
irm  A  wiCM  difil^renee  of  opinion;  yet  it  was  not  a 
pmmi.  fa  y oaafcing  the  members  of  the  party, 
ar  ttoitmr  iten  mm  participating  in  all  tne 


This  being  my  view  of  the  principles  of  the  | 
party,  I  am  penlectly  willing  tnat  the  platform 
upon  which  we  have  heretofore  acted  should  re- 
main as  it  now  is,  and  has  been  reeo^ized.  If 
gentleman  have  departed  from  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  faith,  and  they  dhoose  to  return  to  the 
same  platform,  I  know  no  objection  to  their  doing 
so.  They  have  a  right  to  return  at  any  time  they 
please,  and  the  mere  concurrence  with  a  paper 
resolution,  unless  they  feel  it  here,  paying  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,]  will  never  constrain  them  to  coop- 
erate with  the  party  in  good  faith.  I  have  this  to 
say  to  gentlemen  wno  are  tenacious  on  this  subject, 
"  Show  me  your^th  without  your  works,  and  I 
will  show  you  m^iith  by  my  works.  **  When  this 
rule  is  applied  I  can  see  no  aifRculty  in  the  way  of 
concurrence  of  opinion  and  action  in  the  Democratic 
party.  Moreover  I  object  most  especially  to  tbe 
action  of  this  body  upon  the  subject  of  political 
platforms.  I  understand  Uiat  the  business  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States — at  least  I  so  regard 
my  own  duty — ^is  legislative  employment,  and  not 
to  construct  political  party  fabrics  for  the  people. 
I  would  defer  to  the  pressure  from  without,  but  I 
should  not  expect  to  benefit  the  community  by 
radiating  from  this  point,  influences  of  opinions 
that  savor  too  much  of  centralism.  Centralism 
is  the  danger  against  which  the  States  have  to 
fi^ard;  and  if  our  lag;islation  has  this  tendency,  as 
nas  been  complainedof— I  do  not  say  it  has — ^but 
if  such  dangers  are  to  be  apprehended  from  legis- 
lative action,  tire  they  not  much  more  to  be  dreaded 
by  converting  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  into 
a  political  machine  ?  I  never  will  agree  to  this,  sir. 
I  will  never  exercise  a  function  in  this  body  that 
is  not  clearly  delegated  by  the  relation  which  I 
Bear  to  my  constituency,  and  for  which  I  was  sent 
here. 

It  is  a  principle  which  is  orthodox,  and  essential 
to  the  Democratic  party,  that  the  citizen,  in  a  re- 
public, is  to  delegate  no  power  that  he  can  conve- 
niently exercise  himself;  and  the  powers  which  he 
cannot  conveniently  exercise  he  delegates  to  liis 
representative,  who  is  to  perform  the  Uinctions  for 
him.  If  I  am  correct  in  this,  whenever  the  pow- 
ers delegated  are  diverted  from  the  objects  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  directed,  it  is  an  implica- 
tion of  them  which  is  foreign  to  the  rightsof  the 
people;  and  therefore  I  will  never  exercise  any 
power,  which  I  may  have  in  this  body,  towards 
creating  sentiment  at  home,  when  I  ought,  in  jus- 
tice, to  derive  that  sentiment  from  my  constitu- 
ency. We  have  seen  the  eff*ect  of  it  in  days  gone 
by.  I  do  not  say  it  for  the  purpose  of  awakening 
any  feelings  or  reminiscences  that  would  be  un- 
pleasant, but  is  it  not  within  the  recollection  of 
members  of  this  body,  that  opinions  which  were 
sent  from  here  to  the  several  States  throughout 
the  South,  had  a  powerfuh  influence  in  producing 
the  excitement  wnich  existed  in  the  country?  I 
was  opposed  to  all  this,  because* I  deemed  that  the 
people  throughout  this  Union  were  sufliciently  in- 
telligent to  appreciate  their  true  condition,  and 
that  if  there  was  a  necessity  for  correcting  evils 
that  might  grow  up  in  the  country,  th^  would  , 
have  an  ample  opportunity,  at  the  ballot-box,  for 
exercising  their  powers  in  correcting  them.  These 
are  my  opinions  in  relation  to  this  matter.  If  the 
Democratic  platform  and  the  Whig  platform  are 
not  broad  enough  for  all  to  occupy,  let  the  people 
put  on  any  additional  plank  which  they  deem 
needful.  We  know  not  but  that  we,  by  enlarging, 
may  induce  an  accession  too  great  for  the  platform 
to  bear,  and  it  miry  break  asunder. 

Resolutions  similar  to  the  one  under  considera- 
tion were  introduced  into  a  caucus  of  the  Demo- 
cratic members  of  the  other  House,  and  met  with 
little  favor  there;  some  fifty  to  thirty  rejected  it. 
It  was  not  introduced  into  a  caucus  of  Senatora, 
or  I  presume  it  would  have  met  with  as  little  favor. 
But  It  has  found  its  way  into  this  body;  for  what 
purpose?  For  the  purpose  of  benefiung  a  party 
that  was  acting,  I  believe,  harmoniously.  Some 
differences  of  opinion  existed,  as  is  always  the 
case,  and  always  will  be;  but  how  easy  would  h 
have  been  within  a  short  time  for  all  these  asperi- 
ties of  feeling  to  have  worn  out,  and  enablea  the 


troducing  this  resolution? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Senator  hlul,  and  would  be  sorry  to  believe  Ohat 
there  was  any  individual  purpose  in  it.    But  cer- 


tainly it  was  not  an  emanation  of  party,  and  the 
gentleman  has  the  privilege  of  disposing  of  it  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  himself. 
Mr.  FOOTE.    I  did  not  introduce  it  as  a  party 

man.  • 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  witnessed  with  con- 
cern the  proceedings  of  this  body  for  some  days 
past.  I  have  been  silent,  for  if  no  older  pereon 
than  myself  were  present,  there  were  Senators  here 
who  are  more  familiar  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
body  than  I  am,  and  to  them  I  deferred  the  duty 
and  privilege  of  rejgulating  the  conduct  of  Sena- 
tora,  if  it  was  not  in  accoraance  with  the  practice 
of  the  body,  and  I  looked  moreov^  to  an  enlight^ 
ened  President.  For  myself,  having  occupied  no 
great  portion  of  the  time  of  this  body,  I  shall 
claim  the  privilege  of  proceeding  without  interrup- 
tion, unless  for  ue  purpose  of  correction  of  some 
misstatement  which  I  may  make  in  the  progress 
of  my  speech.  My  disposition  is  never  to  pro- 
voke interruption  or  produce  annoyance  to  honor- 
able niembera  of  this  body,. and  I  cannot  suspect 
that  any  one  would  have  the  design  of  annoying  ♦ 
me;  but  every  Senator  must  be  aware  that  such 
things  must  be  unpleasant,  if  not  discourteous. 

1  should  think,  Mr.  President,  according  to  the 
rule  which  I  have  laid  down,  that  if  we  were  to 
pass  resolutions  in  this  body,  or  if  joint  resolutions 
were  passed  by  Congress,  prescribing  the  faith  of 
either  party,  or  what  their  prii^ciples  should  be,' 
that  every  one  who  did  not  come  within  the  exact 
measure  prescribed  would  be  reproachfully  treated, 
or  at  least  arrayed  at  the  tribunal  of  }mrty,  not 
where  he  would  nave  a  hearing,  because  he  would 
be  excluded.  He  would  not  have  the  privilege  of 
a  hearing.  Sir,  I  am  for  leaving  to  every  gentle- 
man's own  conscience,  and  to  the  high  niotive  of 
love  of  country  and  patriotism,  to  determine  with 
which  party  he  will  act,  and  how  far  he  will  act 
with  it.  It  the  representative  of  a  party  is  brought 
forward  and  that  representative  is  sustained ,  though 
not  agreeing  in  opinion  with  all  of  those  who 
electea  him,  I  should  say  that  he  was  entitled  to 
its  consideration,  and  that  he  should  be  received 
by  the  membera  of  that  party,  because  as  long  as 
a  man  remains  within  it  ne  is  bound  by  its  general 
principles. 

It  is  the  boast  of  the  Democratic  party,  1  believe, 
that  it  is  the  true  conservative  party  of  the  country, 
though,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  the  boast  of  every 
political  party.  I  will  not  deprive  either  of  them 
of  the  agreeable  assurance.  Bat,  sir,  if  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  is  truly  conservative,  1  think  the 
Elatform  upon  which  it  now  stands  is  wide  enough, 
road  enough,  to  embrace  the  whole  Union .  1  f  it 
is  not  I  am  not  a  member  of  it.  I  know  that  I 
have  been  arrai^ed  for  having  been  too  Intitudin- 
ous  in  my  feehngs;  but  1  must  confess  that  my 
country  seems  not  too  large  to  love,  to  cherish, 
and  support.  Then,  sir,  if  the  object  of  the  parly 
is  conservatism,  and  to  preserve  what  we  believe 
the  true  constitutional  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment, whoever  loves  and  supports  that  Conntitu- 
tion  strictly,  is  my  fellow.  I  know  how  the  Con- 
stitution was  formed.  It  was  by  concessions  made 
by  the  several  States,  or  by  grants  of  certain  pow- 
era  that  were  to  remain  in  tne  Federal  Govemmftit; 
but  these  delegated  functions  were  to  be  exercised 
by  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  So  far  the  Fed- 
eral Government  hos  rights,  but  no  further.  The 
Slates  were  free,  sovereign,  and  independent,  until 
these  concessions  were  made.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment became  the  repository  of  delegated  pow- 
ers, and  there  they  remafn  for  the  benefit  of  the 
several  States.  The  States,  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  powera  reserved,  are  independent  within 
their  sphere  and  subject  to  no  control  from  the 
Federal  Government.  These  are  my  opinions,  and 
I  believe  they  agree  with  the  Democratic  faith. 
Incidentally  various  subjects  have  arisen  in  this 
body  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it,  and  upon 
aH  these  I  have  recorded  my  opinions.  I  know 
they  have  been  at  variance,  on  some  occasions, 
witn  my  party,  or  rather  the  party  with  which  I 
act — 1  will  not  call  it  mine;  1  belong  to  it.  Ai 
some  of  them  have  been  incidentally  adverted  to, 
I  feel  bound  to  take  up  more  time  in  some  explan- 
atory remarks  in  regaroto  mycourae,  than  I  should 
otherwise  have  any  disposition  to  do. 

One  thing  1  most  be  permitted  to  say.    On  this 
compromise,  which  appeara  to  be  again  brought 
into  this  body,  and  the  several  measures  of  which 
have  produced  divisions  in  the  Democratic  party,  • 
I  act€«d,  to  be  sure,  with  the  majority;  but  because 
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gentlemen  of  the  same  political  party  differed  with 
me  I  am  not  their  ceneor,  nor  hare  I  any  right  to 
judge  them  beyond  the  exercise  of  my  own  power 
or  to  impute  to  them  motives  unworthy  of  Sena- 
tors. 1  have  nerer  done  this;  and  I  elaim  exemp- 
tion only  from  charges  of  this  character. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  agitation  on  this  question 
wan  fast  dying  away;  and  it  might  ere  this  have 
been  forgotten  had  it  not  been  for  the  introduction 
of  this  unfortunate  resolution,  which  has  renewed, 
all  the  agitation  of  former  times,  and  produced 
crimination  and  recrimination,  and  scenes  not  less 
Tioleht  in  their  character  than  those  exhibited  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  compromise  itself.  It  is  un- 
fortunate; and  if  in  the  inception  of  a  resolution 
of  this  kind  such  are  the  fruits,  and  if  such  they 
are  in  a  green  tree,  what  must  they  be  in  a  dry  ? 
I  apprehend  that  no  earthly  good  can  grow  out  of 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  The  usurpation 
of  the  people 's  rights  will  be  manifest.  If  a  modi-  ■ 
fica^on  is  to  take  place  in  the  Democratic  plat- 
form, let  it  take  place  in  a  convention  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  people  sent  there  for  a  political  pur- 
pose, not  for  the  purpose  of  legislation,  but  for  the 
formation  of  certain  creeds  and  imbodiments  of 
opinions,  by  which  the  party  is  to  be  regulated  in 
its  action.  That  is  where  I  wish  to  see  such  action 
take  place.  But  further  than  this  I  am  not 
prepared  to  go.  I  am  not  disposed.to  set  myself 
up  nere  to  dictate  what  the  pcKsuliar  political  faith 
of  my  constituents  shall  be,  or  to  umte  in  saying 
what  the  faith  and  opinion  of  the  whole  party 
throughout  the  United  States  shall  be. .  But  I  am 
willing  to  vote  in  the  passage  of  laws  that  shall 
extend  tbkt>u^hout  the  whole  Union,  and  the  in- 
fractions of  which  shall  incur  penalties.  I  am  not 
con>petent  to  perform  the  former  tasks,  nor  do  I 
think  they  are  designed  for  me  to  do. 

As  the  State  to  which  I  belong  has  been  alluded 
to  in  this  body  in  relation  to  the  compromise  meas* 
ures,  I  will  detain  the  Senate  while  I  utter  a  few 
words  on  that  subject.    The  compromise,  sir,  was 
the  work  of  able,  patriotic,  and  renowned  states- 
men.   Some  of  them  are  no  longer  in  this  body. 
It  is  with  regret,  Mr.  President,  that  I  witness  the. 
absence  of  one  who  bore  an  important  and  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  aocomplishment  of  that  com- 
Sromise.    I  allude  to  the  venerable  Senator  from 
[entucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  who  is  detained  from  this 
Chamber  by  .sickness,  with  which  he  is  deeply 
afflicted.    I  trust  he  will  again  resume  his  place  in 
the  Senate.    The  wisdom  of  his  counsels,  the 
brilliancy  of  his  genius,  the  strength  of  his  will, 
and  the  patriotism  of  his  heart,  never  shown 
briehter  than  during  their  manifestation  in  this 
body  in  the  achievement  of  that  compromise. 
But  my  State  has  been  arraigned  by  a  portion  of 
this  Union,  and  of  the  Democratic  party,  too,  for 
makine  a  disposition  of  a  portion  of  her  territory 
to  the  detriment  of  Southern  interests;  and  that  1 
felt.    It  was  not  that  she  was  disposed  to  abridge 
or  impair  any  of  the  rights  of  the  South.    Texas, 
no  doubt,  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  it.    Did  not 
Georgia  dispose  of  her  territory  to  the  Federal 
Gk>vemment.^    Did  she  not  sell  enough  to  make 
the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi?   And  have 
any  complaints  been  made  a«iinst  ner  for  it  ?  And 
had  Texas,  who  came  into  this  Union  as  free  and 
independent  as  Georgia  did,  no  right  to  dispose  of 
her  domain  to  the  Fraeral  Governnient?    She  did 
it,  sir;  and  I  have  this  to  remark,  that  had  it  been 
any  obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  the  jarring  in- 
terests of  this  country,  and  to  then*  reconcile- 
ment, I  would  have  been  willing  that  every  foot  of 
the  territory  which  she  claimed,  should  become 
a  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  rather  than  it  should 
have  thrown  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union. 

I  voted  also  for  the  admission  of  California.  I 
did  it  upon  the  acknowledged  and  avowed  princi- 
ple of  the  South:  **Letiui  alone;  let  the  people 
regulate  their  municipal  and  domestic  institutions; 
let  them  alone."  And  I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  hon- 
orable Senators  from  the  South,  ^o  matter  how 
ardent  their  feelings  may  have  been,  whethfr,  if 
Caiiibmia  had  made  apphcation  for  admission  into 
Uie  Union,  with  a  constitution  declaring  ^t 
slavery  should  exist,  they  would  not  have  difre- 
gardea  all  the  irregularities  whieh  may  have  been 
connected  with  it,  and  readily  have  voted  for  her 
admission  as  a  slave  State  ?  The  same  rule  which 
.  would  induce  me  to  vote  for  it  in  one  situation, 
would  constrain  me  to  do  it  in  another.  I  did  it. 
What  advantage  Would   hav^  resulted  fh>m  a 


delay?  Was  there  any  hope  for  a  chaiige  of  her 
institutions?  Was  there  any  probability  of  it? 
No.  She  came  in;  and  whatever  reproaches  are 
attached  to  the  vote  I  gave,  I  derive  my  consolation 
from  the  general  prosperity  and  happiness  of  my 
country. 

Allusion  has  also  been  made,  I  believe,  to  the 
vote  I  gave  on  the  organization  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  containing  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Upon 
that  subject,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  myself  fully 
sustained.  I  voted  for  the  Missouri  compromise 
line.    Upon  the  admission  or  oi^nization  of  Ore- 

r,  that  Missouri  coi^promise^ewa&repudiated 
^  the  South,  and  I  was  the  on^clearly  Southern 
Senator  that  voted  for  that  admission.  I  voted  in 
harmony  with  the  Missouri  compremise  line-.  I 
based  my  vote  upon  that  ground,  and  in  this  Sen- 
ate, it  will  be  rememberal  what  my  declarations 
and  sentiments  were.  To  sustain  myself  upon 
that,  I  will  bring  forward  a  portion  of  a  speech 
which  was  made  at  that  time.  It  was  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  South  Carolina,  no  longer 
on  earth,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  During  the  debate  in 
relation  to  the  territorial  government  of  Oregon, 
he  said: 

'''After  an  ardooii*  itmggle  of  sK>re  than  a  year  on  tlie 
question  whether  Missouri  should  come  into  the  Union, 
with  or  without  restrictions  probibitins  slavery,  a  compro- 
mise lino  was  adopted  between  the  North  and  the  South ; 
but  it  was  done  under  drcumstances  wbich  made  it  no- 
wise oMifatory  on  the  latter.  It  is  true  it  was  moved  by  one 
of  her  distinguisbcd  citixens,  [Mr.  Clat,]  but  it  is  equally 
so  that  it  was  carried  by  the  almost  united  vote  of  the 
North  against  the  almost  united  vote  of  the  South,  and 
was  thus  imposed  on  the  latter  by  superior  numbers  ia  op- 
portion  to  her  su^nuoua  efibrts.  The  South  has  never 
given  her  sanction  to  it,  or  assented  to  the  power  it  assert- 
ed. She  was  voted  down,  and  has  simply  acquiesced  in  aa 
arrangement  which  she  bae  not  bad  the  power  to  reverse, 
and  which  she  could  not  attempt  to  do  without  disturtiing 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Umon— to  which  she  has  ever 
been  adverse.  Acting  on  this  principle,  she  permitted  th^ 
Territory  of  Iowa  to  be  formed  and  the  State  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  under  the  compromise,  without  objection  i 
and  that  is  now  quoted  by  the  Senator  froniNew  York  to 
prove  her  sArrender  of  the  power  she  claims  lor  Congress.'* 

Although  no  State  in  the  Union  and  no  assem- 
bhes  had  become  adverse  to  this,  yet  it  appears 
that  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  it  was  unwel- 
come to  the  South,  and  therefore  it  was  repiidiated. 
But  in  going  on  further,  to  show  the  extent  of 
that  gendeman's  dislike  to  it,  and  an  expression 
doubtless  that  influenced  materially  the  action  of 
the  Southern  Senators,  he  proceeds  to  say: 

<<  Now,  let  me  say,  Ssnalors.  if  our  Uaioo  and  system  of 
Government  are  doomed  to  perish,  and  we  to  wbmn  the  fkte 
of  so  many  great  people  who  have  gone  before  us,  the  hla- 
torian,  who,  in  some  future  day,  may  record  the  events 
tending  to  so  calamitooa  a  result,  wiU  devote  his  first 
cbaiiter  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  as  lauded  as  it  is  and 
ita  authors  have  been,  as  the  ficsC  in  that  series  which  led 
to  it.  His  next  chapter  will  be  devoted  to  the  Missouri 
compromise,  and  the  next  to  the  present  agitation.  Whether 
there  will  be  anocher  beyond,  I  know  sot.  It  vriU  depend 
on  what  we  may  do." 

Here  was  a  formal  repudiation  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  line,  upon  the  principle  of  wbich 
Texas  had  been  brought  into  the  Union,  and  by 
which  one  third  of  her  territorial  limiu  had  been 
cut  ofTtb  free  soil.  As  Texas  did  come  into  the 
Union  upon  that  line,  I  feH  warranted  and  ia- 
strtlcted  by  the  Texan  people  to  vote  for  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  when  a  bill  for  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment came  up,  and  I  did  it. 

In  aiding  the  prodtiction  of  this  compromise,  or 
in  its  effectuation,  I  found  it  necessary,  in  justifi- 
cation of  myself,  and  in  the  uigency  I  felt  for  its 
success,  to  make  some  remarks.  I  will  read  some 
extracts  from  the  debate  which  took  place.  In  a 
speech  upon  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions,  and  when  it 
was  pretty  well  ascertained  Ihey  would  not  pass, 
on  the  8th  of  Febrtiary,  1850, 1  made  the  follow- 
ing remarks: 

"  But  I  call  upon  the  fHends  of  the  Union  fnm  eveiy 

auarter,  to  come  forward  like  otea,  and  to  jacrifice  their 
ifferences  upon  the  cdqamnn  altar  of  their  country's  good, 
and  to  form  a  bulwailc  around  the  Constitution  thatcannnot 
be  shaken.  It  will  require  manly  eflbrts,  air,  and  they  must 
exi>ect  to  meet  wllb  prejudioea  growing  up  arouna  them 
that  will  asnil  them  mm  every  quarter.  They  must  aland 
firm  to  the  Union,  regardless  of  all  personal  consequences. 
Time  alone  can  recompense  diem  for  thdr  sacrifice  and 
their  labors ;  for  devotioQ  to  country  caa  never  be  forgotten, 
when  it  ia  ollbred  fVeehr,  and  without  expectation  of  re- 
ward. The  incense  of  self-sacrifice,  when  thus  ofifered 
on  the  akar  of  their  country,  will  be  acceptable  to  the  peopi 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  question  might  be  easily  adjuster  , 
tf  gentiemen  would  encourage  such  oiepo^tion  and  foeltog 
aH  dottbdeas  actuate  a  large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  this  body, 
if  thoy  would  come  up  to  the  work.  I  have  no  doubt  ax 
Senators  here  could  oe  desipiated,  without  reference  to 
party,  (yoa  may,  if  you  please,  disregard  die  aectioa  of 
country  fh>m  which  they  eo^ie.)  who  would  act  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference,  and  sit  oown  together  as  wajrfluring 


men,  and  produce  eatisfkelory  recoodliadon,  thereby  dif- 
Aising universal  peace, and  ealmingtbe  agitated  waves  that 
are  lafhlng  at  the  ba»e  of  our  Copliol,  and  speak  comfort 
and  solace  tomlllionaof  fteemen. 

**  Do  not  the  American  people  lovo  this  Union  f  Ar* 
they  aot  devoted  to  It?  Is  not  evenr  reminiseence  of  tbo 
past  amociated  with  its  glories,  and  are  they  not  cakralated 
to  iinpire  prayers  for  its  prosperitv  and  perpetniw .'  If  this 
were  not  the  case,  you  might  mink  Hghyy  of  oo  noble 
Coofoderaey ;  but  so  it  is — it  stands  coosectad  with  every 
fibre  of  the  national  heart,  and  is  interwoven  with  every 
glorious  recollection  of  the  past,  wbich  afi^ection  or  rever- 
ence can  inspire  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people.  It 
is  not,  Mr.  President,  that  twentyvthree  millions  of  snoto 
are  involved  in  the  perpetuity  of  this  Union ;  it  is  not  ttiat 
every  consideration  of  happiness  connected  with  country 
appertain?  to  it ;  but  It  is  because  it  is  the  great  moral,  social, 
ana  political  leva,  that  has  moved^  is  moving,  aiid  will 
continue  to  move  the  worjkl.  Look  abroad  at  foreign  mi- 
tionn,  and  behold  the  influeoce  pf  oar  example  upon  thena 
— >not  ours,  for  I  foel  a  sense  of  humiliation  when  I  contrast 
the  eflbrts  of  any  man  now  living  willi  the  iltusfrioua 
aehievemants  of  die  departed  sages  and  heroes  wIm>  per- 
formed this  mighty  work." 

These  were  the  remarks  which  I  mnde  in  that 
speech.  In  the  progress  of  it,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippt,  supposing  that  I  alluded 
to  the  convention  which  haa  assembled  in  Missis- 
^pi,  interposed  and  said: 

**  Mr.  FooTB.  Does  my  friend  from  Texas  vrtsh  to  b« 
BoderslDod  as  underialing  to  decry  or  censure  the  Stale  of 
Misaiarippi  for  having  originated  this  conveadoa  ?  " 

Ths  reply  was: 

"  Mr.  HocsTOM.    The  last  thing  in  the  world.'* 

I  again  proceeded  with  my  ren)|U'ka,  when  tb« 

honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  interposed: 

<*  Mr.  FoOTE.  r  hope  my  friend  will  pardon  me  ftv  ssIe- 
iog  of  him  an  addldonal  explanatjoa.  I  trust  he  did  not 
intend  to  insinuate  as  a  matter  of  o|nnioiK  still  less  to  makS 
the  statement  as  a  matter  of  (act,  derived  from  any  antborityy 
that  the  sovereign  State  ofMiwissippi,  in  the  indpieat  move- 
ment towards  die  Nashville  Convention,  for  wkiefa  she  is 
responsiMe,  was  instigated  by  South  Carolina,  or  her  states* 
men ;  or  that  she  acted  otherwise  than  upon  her  OWB  aa- 
biased  judgment  without  instigation  from  any  quaner.  I 
know  that  what  be  has  said  win  be  understood  as  te^lmadnt, 
at  least,  that  this  conventional  movement  of  ours  waS  ftfan* 
ulated  by  South  Carolina,  and  was  the  result  of  ceaoett  be- 
tween certain  Sooth  Carolina  politiciaas  and  csflaia  peli> 
tfcians  in  Mlasisaippi,  with  a  view  of  bavin  thatsssrameoi 
originate  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  instead  of  9o«^Cvo- 
Koa,  in  order  to  avoid  any  odium  that  might  tlwnvarise* 
I  am  sure  he  did  not  intend  to  be  so  uiiderslood,Mryatlm 
will  be  if  he  does  not  correct  his  remarks." 

My  reply  was: 

«Mr.  HoosTOM.  I  eaa  assure  (he  bonoraWe  ScMaor 
that  this  is  a  very  delieate  and  complicated  questien;  Baft 
I  believe  that  if  South  Carolina  new  had  existsd,  and  tf  U 
had  not  been  for  her  disposition,  and  the  movement  widcb 
began  there,  Mississippi  wouUNiew  have  tbougtit  of  It.** 

Agcun  the  gentleman  said: 

<<  Mr.  Foots.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will  permit  me 
to  interrupt  him,  I  will  remark,  that  upon  the  point  on  wlitcA 
he  has  been  so  well  answered  by  my  colleagae,  I  bava 
nothieg  lo  say.  But  in  addition  I.  wish  to  smr  that  if  tb« 
honorable  Senator  frtMn  Texas  supposes  that  there  is  a  «ia^ 
gle  man  of  intelligence  and  character  in  the  State  of  Ma- 
sissippi  who  recognises  any  human  being  as  his  leader, 
Ms  political  leader,  or  as  his  master,  hf  whom  and  to  Wtioaa 
be  is  to  be  iield  responsible,  he  bas  grossly  mii|od|e4  tti* 
people.  1  bed  hoped  that  the  demeanor  of  those  who  np- 
resent  Bfississippi  here  and  elsewhere,  would  have  afiMed 
satisfketory  evhwnee  to  that  Senator  and  to  sit  aMa,tkat. 
highly  as  we  reverence  character,  high  intellect,  pamy  of 
heart,  and  spetlessneea  of  reputatioa,  there  if  ao  mm  wb* 
represents  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  the  HaUs  of  Congress 
at  the  present  time,  who  recognizes  any  bumaa  being  in  tha 
worid  as  his  leader  or  controller,  or  as  entltied  to  tiave  any 
undae  inJBueoee  over  bis  miad  or  eaQduct~rat  aour.iaia  I 
speak  for  uyselA-and  I  hope  the  Senator  will  qad^tstaod 
me  whea  I  say,  I  recognise  no  leader  oa  tbe  net  of  tbo 
^obe.*» 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  must  e^lain  my  connectioD 
with  a  matter  which  is  more  or  less  connected  with 
myself,  and  which,  if  unexplained, may  aubjtet  me 
to  misapprehension.  It  will  be  seen  that,  in  a  speech 
which  I  made  here  a  few  days  ago,  I  ditl  state  what 
I  now  know  to  be  true,  that  Mr.  CalhouH,  during 
his  life,  with  the  purest  intentions*  with  ilo  dispo- 
sition to  lead  or  control  our  State,  had  a  pretty- 
extensive  correspondence  i^ith  persons  there.  This 
is  a  fact  which  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  I  de^ 
livered  the  speech  which  has  been  read  by  the 
honorable  Senator.  The  truth  is,  that  T  never 
heard,  until  recently,  of  the  letter  which  I  read  the 
other  day  of  Mir.  Calhouii  to  a  fellow-citken  of 
mine,. Mr.  Tarpltoy.  I  was  surprised  when  I  (bund 
that  s\ich  a  letter  nad  been  written.  In  the  course 
of  last  year — and  I  say  it  without  intending  V>  cast 
ainjr  imputation  anywhere — I  ascertained  by  vari- 
P^^^PJHLous  evidences,  that  several  gentleman  in  my  own 
fiSSSll  Stkte  had  been  corresponded  with  by  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  South  Carolina,  now  no 
more,  on  this  subject;  The  letters  that  I  have 
seen,  according  generally  with  this  oiie,  satfsfieA 
my  mind  that  themodtif  o/ieronilof  theConreiUioQ 
was  more  or  less  marked  out  by  hir  grstft  inttOict. 
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At  Ike  time  I  ma4e  the  remarks  whicli  have  been 
road,  L  £A  oot.  believe  that  any  human  being  in 
the  morid  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Calhoun 
on  the  subject* except  one  .which  I  m]^self  received, 
aikif  which  has  been  published  long  since.  I  must 
Mj  tluit  a  ^entlemanft  a  friend  of  mine^  in  the  State 
Qi  Biissisuppi,  well  known  to  my  colleague,  who 


^  portnec  of  mine  in  the  practice  of  the  law» 
and  for  many  years  an  intimate  friend,  (but  from 
rhoBi  I  an  nov  very  painfully  separated  by  ex- 
,  questions,),  wrote  me  a  leuer  early  in  the 
befoxelaats  desiring  me  to  correspond  with 
distinguished  Southern  statesnmn,  ihclu- 
isa^  Mr.  Ca^oun,  for  the  puipose  of  ascertaining 
what  Uidr  opinions  were  as  to  the  action  which 
waa.U>  be  considered  in.  the  State  of  Mississippi 
in  tlia  event  oC  a  Convention  being  called.  I  was 
\]Bma  iBihe3tateof  Virginia^  in  my  native  county, 
sad  [  andertook  to  hold  a  correspondence  with 
lacxNis  persons  on  this  subject.  If  there  was 
say  ii9tnMion  on  this  delicate  matter  on  the  part  of 
aajl)a4y>  ^  ^"^^'^  the  intruder.  I  wrote  to  the  late 
Seaator  xrom  South  Carolina »  {Mr.  Calhoun;] 
X,violeto  the  Senator  from  Yirginiaf  [Mr.  Hunt- 
B^]  who  arrote  me  a  very  patriotic  and  interesting 
bcair*  which  never  has  been  published,  but  which, 
fjnihlished,  would  evince  the  correctness  of  the 
apnioo  which  I  have  always  entertained  of  him — 
whidt  WQuM  Drove  that  he  is  a  sound  statesman, 
sad  an  ..iqpngMt  .patriot.  Neither  of  their  letters 
iiJieslCd  disunion*  or  intimated  the  necessity 
sf  a  dKan^  in  the  Constitution,  or  certainly 
I  ^vwdd  not  have  been  the  medium  through 
a)gKfc  ^Utir  communications  were  introduced  to 
<iejgtifjle  In  my  own  State.  When  this  matter^ 
dVA  Vsp  to-dny*  the  Senator  from  Texas  pursued 
adf  ^.remark  at  which  I  was  somewhat  galled. 


one  of  the  Senators  from  Mississippi. 

.ioainuation  that  that  State  was  con* 

by.  certain  persons  in  Sputh  Carolina,    t 

Ieoqw  then  that  letters  haJd  been  addressed 

of  the  Convention,  except  to 

Sb  faras  I  knew,  no  other  mem* 

Jhe  Convention  received  siny  communica- 

R^luiHu    1  believe  tRat  another  letter  ad- 

lo  me  by  Mr.  Calhoun  w^s  pretty  freely 

-T  was  so  informed, *at  least.    I  make 

^t  to  throw  some  light  on  my  course 

t0^  this  matter.     I  still  say  that  tne  State 

inpfU  was  not  dictated  to — ^was  not  led  or 

y'aad  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  lead 

ijt»  90  far  as  I  know.    Yet,  through  me 

"ende  took  place,  which,  i^  doiwtr  re* 

t  flidoption  of  a  certain  course  of  pro- 

that  State,  as  I  now  believe.    1  am 

dtp  the  j[entleman  for  allowing  me 

*'     to  explain. 

N.    1  wish  to  put;i](iy8elf  right 

the  views  I  then  entertained  upon  the 

'I^ii:tain1y  I  4Id  not  know  officially  ok 

'  ^$at  any  interference  had  taken  place 

r  to  this  matter,  but  I  believed,  from  the 

which  afterwards  surrounded  me»  that 

kind  muJit  have  been  done.  And 

to  it,  Jt  was  .without  information 

t  which  results  fifom  analogy  to 

Lfind  that  the.  honorable  Senator 

ppi,  the  other  day,  declared  as  fol- 

■9  - 


neiHloDcd  in  this  body,  that  it  was 

ta  tbt  tnt  instance,  that  Mr.  Calhoun  suc> 

lamlgiHwy  tlie.  incipient  movements  in  Minsis^ 

Iib^Msane  cittinf  of  the  VsshviUe  Convmtion. 

atstrsisnt  now,  and  iasin  that  my  fellow-cit- 

mipp^f  who  had  been  thus  induced  to  assume 

tf  of  ealfilif  the-R^neral  conrention  into  be? 

10  expeclthe  earNest  infhmiation  to^be  eiven 

af  wv  cwMenplated  dqwftwe  from  th«  original 

lli.  Bierely  corroborated  what  I  then  stated. 

'***  ■     -It  beyond  all  controversy.    J  twill 

^if  jmmBliiirii  that  in  1847  I  was  denouneed  for 

gWKt$  ^^tMhe  Missouri  compromise  line.  In  Oc- 
flb£«  l8Wt  the  Hisoissippi  Clonrention  occurred, 
MB  JipshviUit  .Convention  ^rew  out  of  it.  At 
iftnnKwl  ,meetin|^  of  the  Nashville  Conven- 
■^fm.  ftlmMxa  laid  down  hy  that  body  was 
Mfjr  idetitioil  Hue  which  had  been  repudiated 
Ur^W^vliob.  Sooth,  that  line  they  made  the 
JJ00SnifidhrjSk4ifisu\tieB  0um  exismg.    Their 

^jsm.*'timr^^  itiny  or  fight."   f  had 

,  jlB tni^^  far  saeportina  and  voting  for  that 

*  <h0  -3iwk  Sooth  had  repudiated  it. .  In 

^«i^riile  Convention  laid  it  down  as 

4>SRff?W"#  fl£  compromise  that  .cotJd  bf 

ht  h^  m€  South.    |  only  wish  to  show 


the  consistency  with  which  I  adhered  to  it  until 
it  was.  replldiated^  Even  afterwards,  when  the 
compromise  was  brought  up,  I  introduced  a  reso- 
lution for  the  purpose  of  asserting  the  claim  of  the 
South  to  extendi!^  the  line  of  3GC>  30'  to  the  Pa- 
cific. That  is  what  1  wish  to  do.  Certain  gentle-  ^ 
men  did  not  seem  to  consider  me  so  ultra  when  t 
voted  for  the  Missouri  compromise  in  favor  of  the 
South,  as  when  I  voted  for  it  when  it  favored  the 
North.  I  voted  for  it  upon  principle.  But  ailer  1 
did  vote  for  it  it  was  repudiated  by  the  South  and 
thus  rendered  void. 

X  well  remember  another  thing  in  which  I  differed 
from  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi. 
However  much  I  may  defer  to  his  intelligence, 
toi$dpm^  »tefg»man*ftiy,  and  polrie^um,  yet  f  have . 
been  unfortunatein  dissenting  from  variousscnemes 
of  bis.  I  was  directly  opposed  to  the  Soutlyern 
Address.  J  did  not  sign  that  Address.  My  col- 
league [Mr.  Rusk]  did  not  sign  it.  I  believe  we 
were  the  only  Southern  Senators  who  did  not  sign 
that  Address.  I  believed  that  that  Address  was 
fraught  with  mischief;  and  when  1  saw  the  conse- 
quent action  that  grew  out  of  it^^when  I  saw  the 
Mississippi  Convention  and  the  Nashville  Con- 
vention— ^1  became  more  satisfied  with  my  own 
course  in  not  signing  it.  I  did  not  denp^nce  those 
gentlemen  who  did  sign  it;  but  I  wish  to  show 
that  I  have  been  consistent  throughout  in  reference 
to  the  compromise  and  to  the  rights  of  the  South. 
I  have  been  unwilling  to  sacrifice  those  rights. 
My  associations  and  all  my  interests  are  in  the 
l^uth.  If  I  do  not  own  millions  of  broad  acres, 
all  that  I  do  own  is  in  the  South;  yet  I  am  not 
going  to  insist  upon  requisitions  that  I  do  not  deem 
right;  nor  am  I  ^oing  to  follow  fantasies  for  legis- 
lative direction  oy  which  the  country  cannot  be 
benefited.  I  am  sent  here  to  act  in  a  legislative 
ciqiacity  for  my  State  in  matters  of  detail,  and  for 
the  Union  on  general  subjects.  I  have  one  direc- 
tor in  that:  it  is  the  Constitution.  Wherever  that 
directs  me  there  will  I  go.  • 

Mr.  President,  I  delivered  my  speech  on  the 
subject  of  the  compromise  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1850;  and  the  resolution  of  compromise  was  intro- 
duced on.  the  14th  of  February  following — six 
days  afterwards,  so  that  I  have  not  been  wholly 
disconnected  from  that  matter.  I  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  any  gentleman,  whether  I  have  not  been 
as  zealous  and  as  forward  in  the  support  of  that 
measure  as  any  other  member u)f  this  hody ,  I  oc- 
cupied no  equivocal  position  in  relation  to  it,  or  the 
results  growing  out  of  it.  I  wish  to  add  no  addi- 
tional plank  to  that  platform.  The  honorable^en- 
tleman  may  deem^  it  necessary  to  do  so.    If  he 

f  resents  himself  as  the  organ  of  the  party  to  which 
belong*,  and  wishes  to  ingraft  this  condition  upon 
the  platform,  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party-^muimportant  as  I  may  be-— most  solemnly, 
in  the  fhce  of  the  Senate,  this  assembln^^e,  and  tne 
world,  proUst  a^inst  any  test  that  has  not  its 
^  origin  in  the  action ^of  the  Democratic  National 
I  Convention,  called  for  political  purposes.  I  never 
will  record  my  vote  on  the  Journals  of  this  Sen- 
ate for  a  resolution  that  is  not  connected  with 
legislation,  and  is.  purely  political  in  its  character. 
I  will  not  blacken  the  white  paper  of  the  Senate 
^ith  it..  If  I  distrust^  the  intelligence  of  the 
American  people;  if  I  distrusted  their  patriotism,  I 
might  set  myself  up  as  a  dictator  of  opinions, 
and  instruct,  them  in  what  they  ought  to  do.  But 
I  ixave  no  pretensions  to  the  character  of  a  leader. 
I  am  willing  to  follow;  and  1  have  got  the  broad 
road  before  me.  f  have  got  the  platform  on  which 
we  have  stood,  and  on  which  we  have  acted.  I 
did  not  expect  an  entire  concordance  of  opinions,  or 
of  platforms,  hut  such  as  have  formerly  reconciled 
those  opinions.  Heretofore  gentlemen  in  £avor  of 
internal  improvements  and  gentlemen  opposed  to 
them,  have  stood  upon  the  same  platform.  Tariff 
and  anti-tarifiTgentlemen  have  stood  upon  the  same 

K'^atform:  they  have  supported  the  great  creed  of 
emocracy;  and  if  you  begin  to  enlarge  that 
platform  we  shall  have  more  trouble  hereafler  in 
reconciling  other  jarring  interests.  It  will  cre- 
ate additional  trou*ole  tq  the  party.  I  beheved 
that  the  discord  which  had  existed  throughout  the 
coimtry  on  various  subjects,  and  particularly  the 
conflict  between  the  North  and  South,  was  fast 
dying  away  and  would  soon  be  forgotten,  until 
some  new  subject  would  furnish  excitement  to  the 
American  people,  and  divert  their  minds  from  this 
subject,  wbicn  had  so  long  agitated  them.  J 
thought  they  had  determinea  to  be  reconciled. 


IVhat  was  done  has  had  the  acquiescence  of  both 
political  parties.  It  has  been  tmfortunately  so 
mixed  up  as  to  have  had  a  wet  blanket  thi^wn 
over  it;  and  really  at  this  time  I  had  hoped  that 
agitation  was  about  to  subside,  and  that,  the  old 
parties  would  fall  into  their  ranks  and  maf  oh  on 
quietly  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  they  thought 
most  eligible  or  judicious.  And  I  never  shall 
sanction  any  meaaure  which  is  calculated  only  to 
distract  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  I  will  do 
everything  I  can,  fairly  and  justly,  conformably  to, 
the  Constitution,  to  ppuroilon  the  troubled  waters 
and  to  quiet  them;  but  I  will  not  introduce  a  fire- 
brand. ,  I  will  not  attempt  to  distract  the  party  by 
anything  extraneous  to  the  principles  which  have 
bound  them  together.  1  never  will,  as  long  as  I 
live,  seek  to  become  the  dictator  of  a  party,  as  to 
what  they  ought  to  do.  If  I  have  any  measure 
relating  to  the  interests  of  the  party  to  introduce, 
I.  will  submit  it  to  its  members;  and  if  they  think 
it  ought  not  to  be  introduced,  I  will  be  prepared  to 
hear  their  reasons;  and  if  a  majority  shall  overrule 
my  own  opinipns,  I  will,  upon  conviction,  surren-, 
der  my  impressions  to  their  decision.  I  have 
never  attached  sufficient  importance  to  myself  to 
believe  that  I  have  a  ri^ht  to  control  the  party,  or 
to  believe  that  my  diction  should  be  their  laWfOr 
my  opinions  their  guide. 

If  I  could  be  induced  for  one  moment  to  believe 
that  tho  Democratic  party  could  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  adoption  or  this  resolution,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  general  weal  of  the  country,  I  might 
not  oppose  it.  But  now  I  can  see  no  propriety  or 
utility  in  it,  and  therefore  I  shall  oppose  it. 

Is  It  intended  to  give  eflfect  to  the  compromise? 
Will  those  measures  derive  any  additional  force 
from  the  passage  of  this  resolution?  Will  they 
be  more  binding?  I  think  not.  Is  it  customary 
to  re<inact  laws  of  Congress ,  or  to  indorse  them 
by  resolution  while  they  remain  uppn  the  statuter 
book  ?  Will  not  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  in 
eHect  declare  that  we  have  not  full  confidence  in 
existing  laws  passed  by  a  former  Congress  ?  If 
this  resolution  is  necessary  at  this  time,  will  not 
a  similar  r^olution  be  neoesdary  at  eachjiucceed- 
ing  Congress,  upon  the  compromise  and  every 
other  important  measure  that  may  be  passed? 
And  will  not.  such  a  course  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  unpleasant  scenes  in  the  halls  of  l<^la« 
tion,  impair  public  confidence  in  our  proceedings, 
and  keep  incessant  agitation  in  the  community? 
Lf  a  minority  are  willing  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure, 
and  the  country  is  tending  to  repose  aAer  the  set- 
tlement of  controverted  questions,  so  for  as  they 
can  be  settled  by  the  action  of  Congress,  does  ^ 
liecome  a  magnanimous  majority  to  open  afresh 
the  sorest  points  of  severe  conflicts  that  have  been 
nUayed,  and  which  tlie  minorily  do  not  propose  to 
disturb?  And  especially^  sir,  is  it  mi^nanimous 
in  the  majority  to  open  these  questions  again» 
when  the  very  object  of  their  adoption  was  to  allay 
agitation?  I  voted  for  them,  each  and  all,  as 
ptaee  meoiurn.  As  pueh  they  nave  been  received 
by  the  country»  and  millions  have  rejoiced  that 
these  unhappy  controversies  had  been  adjusted. 
Since  these  peace  measures  were  adopted,  an  en- 
tire session  of  Congress  hail  passed,  and  now  at 
the  commencement  of  a  new  session  of  a. new 
Congress,  a  resolution  is  ofiTered  which  a^n 
opens,  and  has  opened,  the^ aggravating  agitation. 
It  is  an  AOiTATiMO  RESOLUTION  upon  a  series  of 
PBACB  jtfeAtvaBs,  and  measures,  too,  acquiesced 
in  by  .nearly  the  whole  country.  Where,  sir,  is 
the  practicability  of  this  jresolution?  Its  friends 
have  not  shown  it,  and  cannot.  Its  evil  influences 
are  already  apparent  as  defeating  the  very  object 
of  the  compromise  measures;  and  as  a  fast  friend 
of  the  adjustment,  I  cannot  consistently  vote  for 
iu  Whv  not,  sir,  introduce  a  resolution  here  de- 
claring that  the  independent  treasury  bill  shall  be 
a  final  adjustment  of  the  questions  that  arose  during- 
its  progress  through  the  two  Houses  of  Congress? 
Some  of  our  political  friends  at  first  opposed  that 
measure,  but  have  since  acquiesced  in  it.  If  the 
position  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  be  cor- 
rscti  we-musl  get  up  a  resolution^  to  **  commit" 
^nators  upon  that  measure  at  the  present  time. 
.  Why  is  it  not  done?  Simply  because  such  a  course 
would  be  weakness,  and  worse — it  would  be  ridiC" 
ulous;  but  no  more  ridiculous  than  the  resoluUon 
now  before  us.  I  cannot,  Mr.  President,  trifle 
I  with  laws  in  this  way.  It  is  not  compatible  with 
the  dignity  of  this  honorable  body,  or  consistent 
withme  well-established  principles  of  legislation 
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in  this  countrjr.  Sir,  I  again  say  there  is  no  prac- 
ticability in  this  resolution.  It  n>ay  be  ad&pted  to 
a  pcMsuliar  platform  in  Mississippi;  but  it  is  not  a 
suitable  platform  for  ^he  Democratic  party  of  this 
whole  country. 

I  do  not  expect  to  occupy  any  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate  by  adverting  to  matters  in  connection 
with  myself.  But  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  I  was  Attacked  by  a  ^en 
member  of  the  SenaU  from  South  Carolina,  in  a 
manner  of  which  1  cannot  refrain  from  speaking. 
A  publication  had  appeared  orer  my  name  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  a  gentleman,  and  in  which 
some  error  had  accidently  occurred  in  transcrib- 
ing. I  was  attacked  as  having  charged  upon 
South  Carolina  certain  principles  which  were  not 
contained  in  her  constitution.  It  was  said  that 
what  was  in  her  constitution  was  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  every  other  State,  and  therefore  I  must 
hare  been  either  very  ignorant  of  the  laws  of 
South  Carolina  and  tne  other  States,  or  it  was  a 
Tery  useless  char^.  It  has  been  my  misfortune 
to  be  chareed  with  having  assailed  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  Now  once  for  all,  as  I  have  no 
great  inclination  to  be  speaking  in  the  Senate  or 
elsewhere,  I  will  place  myself  right  in  relation  to 
South  Carolina.  Whenever  I  have  spoken  of  that 
State,  I  did  not  allude  to  the  people,  but  to  her 
rulers.  I  did  not  call  in  question  their  patriotism, 
but  their  policy.  I  fiad  repeatedly  been  attacked 
by  citizens  of  that  State;  I  had  been  denounced  by 
the  illustrious  man,  upon  whose  memory  I  "Would 
not  cast  a  shu*.  He  is  gone,  and  with  him  are 
buried  all  the  resentments  I  might  ever  have  felt; 
but  my  feelings  towards  him  were  only  those 
which  resulted  firpm  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary, 
which  I  had  suflfered.  1  have  no  enmity  with  him, 
so  that  1  can  have  no  feelings  of  enmity  to  gratify 
when  I  allude  to  South  Carotina,  or  to  her  most 
distinguished  citizen.  When  I  speak  of  her,  I  do 
it  with  all  deference  to  her  honored  Senator,  [Mr. 
Butler,]  who  sits  before  me.  I  do  not  agree  with 
all  her  institutions;  and  though  she  is  very  tena- 
cious in  relation  to  State  rights,  of  which  I  am  a 
sincere  lover — ^for  I  would  die  before  I  would  see 
any  of  the  rights  which  belong  to  \he  States 
wrested  from  thero^-yet  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
South  Carolina  was  as  sensitive  with  regard  to  her 
municipal  institutions  as  she  is  with  r^ard  to  her 
relations  with  the  Federal  Government,  she  would 
perhaps  find  that  she  had  a  great  deal  to  do.  In 
looking  over  the  constitutions  of  the  various  States 
of  the  u  nion,  and  comparing  them  with  the  Federal 
Constitution,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
South  Carolina  is  not  more  liberal  in  her  institu- 
tions to  her  own  citizens  than  are  motft  of  the  other 
States.  If  the  Federal  Government  were  to  enact 
a  law  by  Congress,  approved  by  the  President, 
dictating  t6  any  State  or  States  that  they  should 
not  exercise  the  fullest  latitude  of  suffrage  or  fran- 
chise, it  would  be  deemed  a  flagrant  usurpation, 
and  no  State  would  submit  to  it.  Suppose  Con- 
fess, if  it  had  the  power,  were  to  pass  a  law  say- 
ing to  Virginia  or  New  York,  or  any  other  State, 
You  shall  not  permit  your  citizens  to  vote  for  the 
electors  of  President  or  Vice  President;  you  shall 
not  permit  them  to  vote  for  the  Governor  ofyour 
State:  what  would  be  said  in  reply  to  this?  Why 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  flagrant  outrages  by 
Federal  authoiity  that  ever  was  committea  u{>on 
the  rights  ^f  the  states.  It  would  be  a  usurpation 
of  a  most  atrocious  character.  Yet  South  Carolina- 
has  never  permitted  one  of  her  private  citizens  to 
vote  for  the  electors  for  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent, or  to  vote  for  the  Gk>vemor  of  the  State.. 
They  know  no  more  who  is  to  be  voted  for  as  the 
Governor,  or  who  is  to  be  voted  for  as  Uie  Chief 
Magiatrate  of  the  Union /than  they  know  of  the 
interior  of  Africa. 

I  used  the  term  oligarchy  towards  the  legislative 
body  of  South  Carolina,  oeeause  the  constitution 
of  that  State  is  in  their  power.  Such  is  the  rot- 
Un-borough  system  of  South  Carolina  that  forty 
persons  in  the  lowlands  wield  as  much  political 
influence  as  thousands  in  the  uplands.  These 
were  the  objections  which  I  made  to  the  institu- 
tions of  the  State.  I  made  no  objection  to  the 
people  of  the  State.  I  made  it  to  those  whom  I 
believed  to  be  opprMSors  and  usurpers.  The 
people  of  South  Carolina  are  a  gallant  and  daring 
people.  They  are  as  generous,  noble,  and  warm- 
hearted as  the  sun  under  which  they  live.  I  com- 
mend them.  But  let  us  recollect  that  had  the  gal- 
lant Pabneuo  regiment  returned  from  Chapultepec, 


where  it  was  commanded  by  the  gallant  and  gen- 
erous Butler,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  inflic- 
tion of  severe  wounds,  rushed  on  bravely,  leading 
his  men  on  to  victory,  till  he  fell,  he  would  not  have 
had  the  privilege  of  voting  fcgr  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  his  State,  or  for  electors  for  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  Union.  Nor,  sir,  would 
any  one  of  his  gallimt  followers.  I  say  it  is 
wrong  thus  to  deprive  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina of  their  privil^es;  and  it  disunion  were  to 
b^n  there,  no  one  could  blame  the  hiehlanders  of 
South  Carolina  for  drawing  a  line  of  demarcation 
between  oppressors  and  the  oppressed.  But  I 
would  be  sorry  to  see  discord  of  that  kind  arise. 
And  there  may  be  policy  in  keeping  up  agitation 
against  the  Federal  GK)vemment,  (or  some  men 
would  rather  be  chief  in  a  village  than  second  in 
Rome;  and  it  might  do  very  well  to  create  a 
diversion  by  loud  complaints  against  the  Federal 
authorities,  to  prevent  the  people  from  looking 
into  their  domestic  affisdrs. 

I  have  on  some  occasions  not  had  ^he  good  for- 
tune to  act  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
BoTLBR.I  I  never  have  believed,  nor  will  I  ever 
believe,  tnat  one,  associated  as  he  is  with  such 
patriotic  recoU^tions  from  ttie  commencement  of 
the  Revolution  down  to  the  present  day — that  he, 
in  whose  veins  flows  the  blood  of  all  the  Butlers, 
would  be  wimting'in  patriotism.  I  respect  his 
love  of  country,  though  I  dissent  from  him  in 
some  of  his  opinions. 

Mr.  President,  oventy-seven  years  ago  I  had 
the  honor  to  occupy  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  State  of  Tennessee.  I  recol- 
lect that  in  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  act  of  1824, 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  heard  the  idea  sug-* 
gested  that  there  might  be  secession,  disunion,  or 
resistance  to  the  constitutional  miction  of  the  Fed- 
eral Grovemment.  When  I  heard  it,  I  was  amazed. . 
I  could  hardly  think  it  possible  that  a  representa- 
tive of  any  portion  of  the  American  people  would 
have  thef  erce  temerity  to  surest  disunion  or  re- 
sistance to  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the 
land.  It  produced  deep  and  intense  meditation 
on  my  part.  I  did  beKeve  then  that  an  example 
ought^to  be  made  of  it,  but  there  was  no  way  to 
touch  it.  It  wanted  some  technicalities  to  make 
it  treason.  I  have  heard  principles  of  disunion 
boldly  avowed  in  this  Hall,  and  have  heard  Sena- 
tors avow  what  was  treason,  not  technically,  but 
which  was  not  stripped  of  one  particle  of  the  mor- 
al turpitude  of  treason.  Disunion  has  been  pro- 
claimed in  this  Hall.  What  a  delightful  commen- 
tary upon  the  freedom  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
forbearance  of  the  public  mind,  when  a  man  is 
permitted  to  ^  unscathed  and  unscourged,  who, 
m  a  deliberative  body  like  this,  has  made  such^  a 
declaration!  Sir,  no  higher  assurance  can  be 
given  of  the  freedom  of  our  institutions  and  the 
forbearance  of  the  American  people,  and  their  re- 
liance upon  the  reason  and  the  intelligence  of  the 
community.  The  intelligent  mind  is  left  free  to 
combat  error.  Such  sentiments,  with  their  au- 
thors, will  descend  to  obscurity  and  the  tomb  of 
oblivion.  I  have  only  to  say  in  conclusion,  that 
those  who  proclaim  msunibn,  no  matter  of  what 
name  politically — that  those  who,  for  the  mke  of 
disunion,  conspire  against  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution,  are  very  beautifully  described  ip 
Holy  Writ.  They  are  "  raging  waves  of  the  sea, 
foaming  out  their  OMm  shame;  wandering  stars, 
to  whom  is  reserved  the  blackness  of  &rkne8s 
forever!" 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Mississippi.  Mr.  President, 
I  regret  very  much  tp  be  compelled  to  trespass 
upon  the  attention  of  Aie  Senate,  but  all  must  per- 
ceive that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me,  without  re- 
linquishing all  sentiments  of  self-respect,  to  permit 
what  has  fallen  fVom  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Texas  to  eo  unreplied  to.  Whether  the  Senator 
prepared  his  speech,  expecting  I  should  be  absent, 
and  made  the  first  re^iar  assault  on  me  which  he 
has  ever  undertaken  in  this  body,  under  the  hope 
that  it  would  not  be  responded  to,  remains  to  be 
decided  by  others.  I  happened  to  be  here,  and  I 
intend,  so  far  as  I  can,  to  give  him  a  Roland  for 
an  Oliver. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  I  would  say  that  I  notified  him  on  Saturday, 
that  I  should  oppose  this  resolution. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  gentleman  did ;  but  he  gave 
no  notification  that  he  would  make  such  an  attack 
as  he  has  made.    I  had  heard  a  rumor  through^ 


town,  that  I  was  to  receive  a  drubbing  here  this 
morning,  during  my  absence,  and  I  remained  on 
that  account.  I  have  heard  the  gentleman  at 
len^h,  and  have  listened  to  him*  with  forbearance, 
witnout  any  undue  resentment;  and  I  am  yery 
happy  that  ne  has  given  me  a  lentiinate  and  proper 
occasion  for*  commentin^^,  with  suitable  feeling, 
not  much  at  length,  and  with  no  malignity,  upon 
his  course  in  connection  with  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  nndertakes  to  intimate,  in  the 
very  face  of  my  solemn  declaration  to  the  con- 
trary, (a  declaration  which  I  formally  put  in  wri- 
ting and  read  to  the  Senate,)  by  multiplied  inmien- 
does,  that  I  had  introduced  this  resolution  for  some 
illicit  party  purpose;  and  he  has  eiven  the  Senate, 
on  this  occasion,  the  benefit  of  a  regular  Piuty 
harangue.    I  deny  the  imputation  made  by  niro. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  especially  exempted  the 
Senator  from  it. 

Mr.   FOOTE.    The  Senator  did  exempt  me 
from  it,  but  still  entangled  me  in  it,  by  insinuation. 
He  knows  how  to  manage  t^^cse  things  very  well* 
The  impression  which  will  go  out  from  the  Sena- 
tor's speech  is,  that  I  intnrauced  this  resolution 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  harmony  of  the 
Democratic  party.    The  gentleman  talked  about 
'doctors,  and  about  persons  undertaking  to  enlarge 
the  ^rty  platform.    All  that  is  perfectly  under- 
stood by  some  of  us.    Is  there  anything  in  this 
resolution  repugnant  to  Democracy?    Ifso,  De- 
mocracy is  in  itself  a  monstrous  thing.    Is  there 
anything  in  these  compromise  measures  contrary 
to  the  ^eat  principles  of  the  Democratic  creed? 
I  deny  it.    As  a  Democrat  I  deny  it,  and  assert 
that  there  ia  not  one  single  important,  material 
feature  connected  with  tnis  plan  of  settlement 
which  is  not  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  great 
fondamental  principles  of  the  Democratic  uuth. 
The  man  who  does  not  understand  that,  does  not 
underatand  the  firet  elementary  prindplee  of  the 
Democratic  creed.    Why,  the  Democratic  party 
is  a  Union  party — a  party  strictly  observant  of 
the  Constitution.    The  Baltimore  platform^  (I  em 
afraid  the  gentleman  has  never  read  it,)  aahodier 
every  principle  of  this  plan  of  compftmue.    I 
took  occasion  to  fay  the  other  day  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  fought  out  the  contest  of  1848  on 
the  principle  of  non-intervention.    I  said  dse- 
where,  in  this  city,  in  the  hearing  of  the  gentle- 
man, that  the  ^eat  contest  of  1848  was  fought 
upon  the  principle  of  nonnntervention,  which  is 
the  principle  imbodied  in  this  plan  of  settlement. 
That  principle  was  not  received  fh»m  the  Senator 
from  Texas,  but  fVom  another  and  a  much  higher 
sourpe,  and  was  adopted  by  the  whole  Democratic 
party  of  the  country.    Does  this  resolution,  then, 
add  to  the  Democratic  platform?    But  for  the 
high  respect  I  entertain  for  the  Senator,  I  should 
pronounce  this  statement  a  slander  upon  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.     When    the    Democratic    party 
becomes  a  Free-Soil  party — when  the  members  of 
it  are  permitted  to  enter  into  secret  intrigues  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  Free-Soil  votes  for 
the  presidential  and  other  ofiUces,  by  avoiding  a 
bold  and  manly  assertion  of  the  great  principles 
which  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Demo- 
cratic creed  of  the  country,  and  which  are  essen- 
tial   to  the  prosperity  and   true  power  of- this 
great  Republic — when  such  schemes  can  succeed , 
then  indeed  will  thegtory  of  our  Democratic  Israel 
depart,  and  unprincipled  demago^fues  be  enthroned 
in  high  places.    I  underatand  this  matter,  and  the 
country  shall  understand  it. 

The  gentleman  says  he  defera  to  the  fadings  of 
this  body;  he  does  not  originate  anything  bere; 
he  looks  to  outward  feeling.    It  is  a  corse  to  this 
country  that  there  are  so  many  membera  of  Con* 
gress  who  are  constantly  lookmg  out  beyond  the 
body  to  ascertain  what  are  the  indications  of  pub- 
lic feeKng,  not  because  they  respect  public  feeling 
more  thiui  other  men,  but  because  they  are  anx- 
ious to  bolster  up  their  tottering  popularity  to  ob- 
tain high  office,  by  trimming  their  sails  to  any 
Sle  that  happens  to  be  blowing.    Tbe  ssrs  ^ops- 
is  is  the  oreeze  under  the  influence  of  which 
these  gentlemen  n&il;  and  they  are  eternally  look- 
ing out  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  breakers 
ahead,  that  may  possibly  shatter  the  mdl  vessel 
Which  contains  tneir  hopes  of  future  political  ad- 
vancement.   Therefore,  they  do  not  look  into 
their  own  consciences  for  motives  of  action,  and 
they  do  not  consult  their  own  underatandin^^s. 
'Hiey  do  not  undertake  to  examine  the  grebt  prm- 
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ciples  of  paUie  expediency,  but  they  ascertain,  if 
tfeey  osn,  what  ia  popular,  or  what  is  likehr  to  be 
po^okr*  ^y  looking  out  of  Congress,  as  tne  gen- 
ttenaan  mtjn^  and  in  that  way  they  expect  to  ob- 
tain, some  of  them,  high  omce.  They  hare  un- 
derrated the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
ootwtry.  The  peo^e  have  a  little  more^nnder- 
staading  than  some  persons  suppose.  The  trick- 
ery of  demagogism  has  already  become  so  famil- 
br  to  the  intdugent  and  sagacious  people  of  this 
•ooetry  that  it  is  no  sooner  practised  in  their  riew 
dMn  the  perfbrmer  finds  himself  prostrated  before 
an  iadmantattd  outraged  constituency. 

ttr,  I  hope  the  day  has  gene  by  when  aAy  little 
iriekiAers,  with  shallow  in&lects,  utterly  deficient 
maS  knowledge  of  statesmanship,  with  no  moral 
jmiSKf  on  the  face  of  Qod's  earth,  who  would  in- 
■■aeany  man  to  think  of  them  for  high  station, 
vfllte  able  by  riy  trtdcery  and  underhuided  man- 
agoBent,  to  attain  high  places,  the  incumbency  of 
inoeh  by  such  persons  must  inevitably  inflict  per- 
■aaeot,  lastin|^,  and  ineffaceable  disgrace  upon 
ov  free  institutions.  I  hare  no  respect  for  dema- 
I  like  sometimes  to  expose  them.  I  am 
it  now;  oh  no,  I  would  not  be  so  dis- 

land  unparliamentary ;  but  I  do  like  some- 

MMSt»<  expose  persons  of  this  class.  I  do  like 
—imlimis^  if  I  may  use  the  expression ,  to  employ 
ikmtaiffA  of  eastigation  upon  such  people. 

The  Senator  from  Texas  talks  about  the  Senate 
if  te  United  States  being  converted  into  a  politi- 
olsachine.  What  did  he  mean  by  that?  Noth- 
^ia  the  world,  of  course.  He  talks  about  the 
HMhitioa  being  a  flagrant  usurpation  upon  the 
fm^h\  rights.  He  £d  not  mean  anything  dis- 
fMpectftil  oy  that— oh,  no.  But  the  gentleman 
mf»  Ihaft  this  thing  commenced  in  the  Democratic 
•»  mod  that  a  similar  resolution  being  rejected 
it  was  Tamped  up  and  reintroduced  here  for 
porpose.  The  gentleman  is  willing,  as 
Ittodcntand  i)im,  that  the  unity  and  concora  of 
A»  ItaBocratic  party  shall  not  be  so  far  broken 
*  -  as  to  prevent  the  rankest  Free-Soilers 
iaginto  our  midst, and  exercising  efficient 
in  the  political  contests  of  the  day.  I 
~  what  the  gentleman  means.  Hehas  a 
W^MMial  atidience.  (Here  the  speaker  pointed 
^meXmwrovh ,  who  was  sitting  just  behind  him . ) 
Ittlluw  of  the  times  sue  vory  ominonst  I  un- 
tbem  well  enough.  There  are  some  men 
net  in  the  Senate)  who  are  prepared  to 
deliblnttte  sanction  to  corrupt  political 
by  means  of  which  mean  and  unprin- 
ben  are  to  be  elevated  to  high  stations, 
Ae  agency  of  corrupt  intrigue  and  man- 
of  such  a  nature  as  ahnost  to  stamp  per- 
lit  upon  the  escutcheon  of  the  Repub- 
some  of  xis  say  we  do  not  wisn  to 
auch  people---because  we  say  we 
political  connection  with  any  man 
tteagainst  the  fugitive  slave  law,  who 
a  Democrat,  but  who  stands  solemnly 
alhnatical  constituency  to  come  here  and 
Mtantly ,  in  opposition  to  this  law — is  it 
that  we  are  oisturbing  the  harmonj  of 
static  party  ?  The  gentldnan  may  if  he 
h^re  association  with  such  people.  I  do 
t0  assnrintr  with  them.  I  have  said  every- 
«ty  own  State,  and  I  say  it  here,  that  tne 
'  pledged  in  the  North  to  agitate  against 
idttve  bill;  and  the  man  in  the  South, 
Sfiedgvd^o  agitate  in  opposition  to  an^r  part 
^1  gteat  plan  of  compromise,  is,  in  my  judg- 
iM>  patriot  in  the  first  place,  and  is  secondlv 
»ermt .  I  do  not  cham  the  gentleman  with 
#0  associate  with  sucn  persons.  I  do  not 
•nrglal  he  has  corrupt  intentions  himself.  I  do 
M  Ity  that  he  wishes  to  use  certain  persons  for 
particular  purposes — that  he  is  willing  to 
tiM  DemocraUc  party,  to  disgrace  its  an- 
„.ed,  to  puU  down  its  primeval  dignity  in 
to  have  an  opportunitjr  of  foisting  himself, 
*  *  politieal  htimbug,  into  the  highest  place 
ablic.  This  whole  imagination  is  nau- 
ia  disgusting — it  is  horrifying, 
iferoan  quotes  ScTipture,  and  says  that 
to  Jtidge  men  by  their  works,  not  by 
A  liullosiuns  8o  do  I.  What  are  the  works 
ef  WlMoorable  gentleman  ?  I  will  Hho w  him ,up 
•  IMf-im  thiif  ntnrt  What  are  his  works,  I  re- 
ality W^«  1m  intimates  that  he  is  the  author  of 
btmiWoaMM.  He  says  he  made  a  speech,  in 
"  Piid  the  way  fbr  the  compromise; 
■fmscdTto  Texas,  leaving  other  persons 
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to  perfonn  the  labor  of  perfecting  the  scheme.  I 
can  say  with  perfect  truth,  ^at  die  gentleman  did 
nothing  to  promote  the  passage  of  any  of  the 
measures  of  compromise,  except  the  bill  granting 
money  to  Texas. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  voted  for  every  measure 
composing  the  compromise. 

Mr.  PCHXrE.  1  voted  for  every  measure  except 
the  CaKfomia  bill  and  the  District  of  Columbia 
bill.  Why  did  that  gentleman  vote  for  the  Cali- 
fornia bill  r  Was  it  because  he  was  more  disposed 
to  sympathize  with  California  than  other  Seixators? 
Why  did  he  vote  for  the  Oregon  bill  in  1848,  fol- 
lowing the  lead  of  the  late  illustrious  Senator  from 
Missouri?  TMr.  Benton.]  Rumor  says — ^I  will 
not  say  it,  for  it  would  he  unparliamentary — that 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  then  looking  out  for 
the  Free-Soil  vote,  and  hoped  to  be  elected  by 
means  of  certain  Free-Soil  support  to  the  Presi- 
dency. I  know  a  man,  sir,  wno  thinks  he  has 
very  nigh  pretensions  to  presidential  honors;  who, 
to  my  knowledge,  for  the  last  four  or  five  years 
has  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  most  corrupt 
and  contemptible  trickery,  in  order  to  secure  the 
highest  advancement  known  in  this  country, 
through  the  wretched  instrumentality  of  the  Free- 
Soil  vote  of  the  North;  notwithstanding  he  was  a 
Southern  man  by  birth,  and  professed  to  have  feel- 
ings such  as  belong  natunuly  to  Southern  men 
upon  the  disputed  questions  of  the  times.  Such 
a  man  I  pronounce  to  be  a  traitor  to  the  South,  no 
matter  who  he  is — I  pronounce  a  traitor  to  all 
honest  principles,  and  a  contemptible  demagogue, 
wholl}r  unworthy  the  respect  of  this  body,  and 
deserving  of  expulsion  mmi  it,  should  he  ever 
obtain  a  place  here.  Such  Ib  my  opinion,  and  I 
am  responsible  for  its  expression  in  every  mode, 
known  to  honorable  men. 

The  gentleman  says  he  did  not  sign  the  South- 
em  Address.  No,  Pnever  expected  him  to  do  it. 
I  knew  that  the  motives  of  that  Senator  (pointing 
to  Mr.  Rusk)  were  pure  and  upright;  and  everir 
man  knows  him  to  oe  so.  I  know  him  and  I  aa- 
mire  him;  and  he  will  allow  me  to  say  I  hope  that 
1  have  a.  true  aflfection  for  him.  I  say  nothing 
about  the  motives  of  anybody  else.  The  Senator 
did  not  sign  the  address.  No,  sir;  but  I  admit 
that  there  were  many  honest  and  patriotic  mem- 
bers of  Congress  who  did  not  sign  it.  The  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr. 
Cobb,  and  others,  whose  motives  I  have  always 
vindicated ,  did  not  subscribe  the  Southern  Address. 
But  there  was  a  mode  of  manifesting  opposition  to 
this  address  as  a  political  movement,  and  there 
is  a  spirit  capable  of  being  manifested  on  such 
an  occasion,  which,  among  men  of  proper  astute- 
ness of  mind,  will  supply  the  plainest  evidence  of 
the  basest  treachery  to  a  Southern  constituency, 
and  of  the  grossest  infidelity  to  Southern  rights. 

I  suppose  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  say 
anything  unkind,  when  he  spoke  of  this  resolution 
of  nuDe  as  blackening  the  wnite  paper  oti  which  it 
was  ¥nritten.  That  particular  gentleman  is  never 
found  enlisted  in  the  process  of  blackening  any- 
thing. Oh,  no !  all  his  movements  are  as  pure  as 
vestal  purity  itself. 

He  denounces  this  resolution  as  a  tbrch,  intro- 
duced, as  be  says,  into  the  Democratic  party,  in 
order  to  consume  the  temple  of  our  party  strength. 
He  considers  it  a  sort  of  incendiary  movement,  I 
suppose. 

He  seemed  to  intimate  that  the  resolution  was 
introduced  also  by  somebody  who  wished  to 
"  lead**  and  **  direct"  the  people.  I  know  he  in- 
tends no  unkindness.  Oh,  no,  the  Senator  from 
Texas  is  just  the  kindest  man  in  the  world;  but 
I  must  say,  before  Qod  and  my  country,  that 
I  introduced  that  reeolution,  alone,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding,  as  far  as  I  could ,  in  securing  a  restoreu'on 
of  fraternal  feeling  in  this  country.  Every  en- 
lightened Southern  man,  in  my  opmion,  must  see 
that  the  South  is  entitled,  at  tnis  moment,  on  the 
part  of  our  Northern  brethren,  to  some  special  as- 
surance that  the  fugitive  slave  law  shall  be  faith- 
AiUy  executed.  I,  for  one,  as  a  Southern  man, 
am  willing  to  give  to  my  brethren  of  the  North  an 
assurance,  in  return,  that  the  remainder  of  the 
compromise  scheme— the  District  of  Columbia 
bill,  and  the  rest — shall  be  faithfUlIy  carried  out. 

I  know,  sir,  thai  my  motives  have  been  arraigned, 
but  I  aver,  that  no  man  of  honesty,  no  man  of 
sound  intellect,  no  man  whose  mind  is  not  unduly 
swayed  by  prejudice  of  some  kind,  can  look  at  my 
whole  conduct,  in  this  affair,  and  censure  me  for 


any  act  which  I  have  performed.  I  have  attempted 
to  force  no  man  to  vote  for  this  resolution,  nor 
have  I  used  uigent  persuasions  of  tmy  kind  to  se- 
cure the  support  of  honorable  Senators.  I  hate 
spoked  what  I  thought  was  true,  when  I  said  that 
I  thought  it  was  a  movement,  in  support  of  which 
patriots  of  both  the  old  political  parties  coi:dd  unite, 
from  regard  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  country, 
and  with  a  view  to  restoring  quiet  and  fraternal 
feeling  among  us. 

Sir,  for  one,  I  am  desirous  that  the  ouestion  of 
slavery,  in  its  various  bearings,  should  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  thepresidential  contest,  and  that 
this  important  election  should  take  place  without 
the  least  regard  to  what  has  occurred  m  connection 
with  it.  But  I  feel  bourtd  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  there  would  not  have  Been  any  particular 
opposition  to  this  resolution  in  the  Senate,  if  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  easy  to  be  named,  had  not  chanced 
to  entertain  presidential  aspirations.  This  is  our 
whole  difficulty.  Every  man  who  is  disposed  to 
perform  his  duty,  independently  and  honestly^  as 
a  Senator,  without  looxihg  to  tne  right  or  to  the 
left,  or  entering  into  secret  arrangements,  in  order 
to  get  a  particular  class  of  votes  north  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  for  some  high  office,  (he  being  a 
slaveholder  south  of  that  line,)  would  be  likely  to 
approve  this  resolutkm.  If  there  are  Northern 
politicians  (I  trust  there  are  none  such)  who  are 
disposed  to  cater  to  undue  local  exeitements  in  the 
South,*  and  hy  the  manifesfation  of  an  apparent 
sympathy  with  fiictionists  there,  are  striving  to 
arrange  for  additional  support  in  that  quarter  of 
the  country,  in  the  expected  presidential  contest, 
I  hold  that  they  are  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  the 
nation.  The  man  who  cannot  forget  all  personal 
aspirations,  at  such  a  moment  as  this — tne  poor 
wretch,  in  whose  heart  sentiments  of  pure  and 
elevated  patriotism  do  not  display  themselves,  and 
under  circtimstances  like  those  which  now  exist,  is 
unworthy  to  be  recognized  as  an  American  citiEcn. 
The  contemptible  demagogue  who  would  enter 
into  a  corrupt  and  illicit  scheme  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  support,  as  a  presidential  aspirant  of  a 
particular  body  of  factionists  in  the  North,  by  the 
avowal  of  more  sympathy  for  them  and  their  prin- 
ciples than  any  honest  Southern  man  can  profess, 
is  not  only  unworthy  of  the  Presidency,  but  unfit 
to  act  as  a  constable  in  the  most-  obscure  hole  in 
the  Republic. 

I  believe  I  have  given  the  gentleman  a  Rowland 
for  bis  Oliver,  as  I  promised  him  I  would  do;  and 
I  am  content  with  tne  result  of  our  most  kindly 
and  amicable  conference. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  was  very  much  edified, 
and  I  might  say  amused,  by  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi.  I  cannot 
but  be  astoniriied  at  the  temper  of  the  gentleman. 
I  had  not  intended  to  say  anything  to  excite  bis 
ire,  because  I  flatter  myatif  that  Fam  a  prudent 
man,  and  do  not  like  to  provoke  assaults.  I  am 
exceedingly  gratified  at  one  thing.  In  the  course 
of  his  entire  tirade,  I  believe  the  gentleman  did 
not  state  a  single  fact.'  He  has  indulged  in  many 
conjectures  in  relation  to  Free-Soilism  and  cater- 
ing for  the  Presidency.  Why,'I  should  feel  that  I 
was  not  only  degrading  myself,  butde^ding  the 
nation  and  the  b^y  in  th6  midst  of  which  I  sUmd, 
if  I  would  cater  to  the  passions  of  men  or  compro- 
mise my  principles  for  the  Presidency.  What  I 
have,  I  have.  I  wish  to  make  no  new  voyages. 
I  am  satisfied  with  the  position  which  I  occupyt 
What  I  might  adventure  might  be  lost.  Therefore, 
I  have  no  peUy  kmUxrings  qfttr  office  to  gratify. 
Nor  have  I  any  psrfy  tufrtgttet  to  enter  into.  I 
have  had  no  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
Pre^dency.  The  world  is  acquainted  with  what 
1  have  said.  What  f  do,  they  make  it  a  point  to 
know.  The  same  charge  was  made  agamst  me 
on  my  way  here;  but,  as  you,  Mr.  President, 
very  well  know,  I  expressed  the  same  sentiments 
at   Montgomery,  Alabama,  which  I  have  ex- 

Cressed  here  to-day.  I  addressed  a  public  assem- 
lage  there.  They  knew  my  sentiments.  There 
were  no  Free-Soilers  there  with  whom  to  concoet 
schemes  of  personal  aggrandizement  for  presiden- 
tial advancement.  The  honorable  Senator  has  no 
desire  to  be  King;  but  I  think  that  for  a  few  years 
past  he  has  been  playing  Warwick  or  King-ma- 
ker. He  has  maoe  various  insinuatiomr  against 
me  which  I  would  not  have  made  against  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  When  I  have  resent- 
ments, I  speak  them  out.  Whfcn  I  have  charges 
to  make,  I  make  them  directly.    I  do  not  imply 
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«  cha^e  Mkd  tb«i  disaTow  the  iptiputatioiu  I  do 
not  state  a  hypotheiicai  ca«e»  leaving  others  t^ftp- 
p^y  it» ,  I  <li4  aot  charge  the  gentleinan  wjlth  having 
derived  this  resolutiop  from  the  State  Department. 
I  have  not  aaid  thfit  it  was  concocted  there.  Th^ 
gentleman  eeems  to  acknowledge  the  wi^  to  raise 
a^  third  party,  to  break  up  the  two  old  parties,  and 
run  ajlhird-party  man  for  the  Preeidencyt  Wheth- 
er the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  is  to  be 
frpnt  or  rear  inahe  race,  I  do  not  know.  I  do 
not  impute  any  design  Qf  th$  kind. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  suppose  that  ther«  could 
be  the  least  ground  for  applying  to  me  the  t^m 
'*  demagogue."  ,  What  demagogism  was  there 
when  J  gave  unpopular  votes  in  this  body,  when 
there  was  no  prospect  for  advancement  in  popu- 
larity,  for  I  Wiis  denounced  far  and  near? .  Wnat 
intrigue  could  I  then  h^ve  had,  with  ^.  party  un-: 
important  in  the  country^  when  I  could  have  gone 
with  ihe  whole  South  if  I  had  chosen  to  sacrifice 
my  own  opinions  on  the  Or^on  question?  Was 
I  plavine  the  demagogue  when  I  refused  to  sign 
the  Southern  Addr^?  Pid  I  not  vole  for  evi?ry 
'  one  of  these  compromise  measures  ?  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  Mississippi  did  not  vot^  for 
them  all.  I  voted  for  aU.  i  thipk,  then,  that  I 
am.  a  better  compromise  man  than  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Misaiesippi. 

If  I  had  phajEged  the  gentleman  with  a  design  to 
distract  the  Den^ocratic  party,  he  might  hi|ve  re- 
pelled the  charge  .  If  I  had  charged,  the  gentleman, 
with  manufacturing  a  pkitform  to  edit  the  peculiar 
condition  of  Mississippi,  I  would  only  have  reit- 
erated a  choxge  which  I  have  heard  frequently  for  a 
rear  or  more.  The  gentleman's  furious  onsuuight, 
nas  giveame  a  better  opinion  of  my  character  aa 
a  man;  for  if  we  had  sworn  together  to  9ommit 
high  treason^  he  would  certainly  have  betrayed 
me.  The  honorable  eentleman  reminds  me  of  an 
anecdote,  which  I  will  relate  to  the  Senate: 

There  was  a  reverend  gentleman,  one  Parsoo 
Means,  possessing  many  amiable  and  excellent 
qudiitiea  as  a  neighbor  and  as  a  companion.  He 
was  a  jgenerous,  hospitable  man,  but  he  had  a  rest- 
less disposition*  and  neyer  could  be  kaptoutof 
mischief,  notwithstanding  the  restraiats  or  religion 
and  morality.  He  disorganiied  every  church  and 
eongregauon  ^ith  which  he  had  aqy  connection ^ 
He  was  a  conmum  tigUaior,  At  last  he.  passed 
from  the  stage  of  action.  Aftei^ards  a  particular 
friend^  and  a  great  admirer  of  his,  had  a  vision 
in  which  he  was  translated  to  Paradise.  When 
he  arrived  there,  he  felt,  as  he  repres^ted,  ,sodi^- 
what  stniDge  and  solitary.  He  tnought  he  would 
like  to  see  some-  old  friend  or  acquaintance,  and 
the  (rst  on€^  who  presented  himself  to  his  mind 
was  Parson  Means.  |Ie  inquired  for  Parson 
Means,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  not  ^re, 
but  that  perhaps  he  could  be  found  in  Purgatory. 
He  repaired  to  P.urgatoryj  and  was  received  by 
the  keeper  with  great  cordiality  and  courtesy* 
While  compliments  were  passing  between,  them  a 
loud  noiM  was  heard  in  Purgatory.  *  *Stop,  * '  said 
the  keeper,  interrupting  the  conversation*  **wait  a 
moment  if  you  please;  Parson  Means  Ms  broken 
his  chainsraod  unless  I  have  him  fastened  agiMQ  he 
will  turn  Purgatory  upside  down."  [Great  laugh- 
ter J 

when  I  review  the  conduct  of  the  honorable 

Senator  from  Mississippi  for  several  days,  ai)d  in- 
deed for  several  years  past,  I  have  had  demly  im<> 
pressed  upon  my  mind  the  .anecdote  of  Parson 
Means.  The  course  the  Senator  has  pursued  has 
suggested  itself  so  strikingly  to  infi,  that  I  could 
not  resist  relating  the  an<radote  to  the  Senate  for 
their  application  of  it.  ' 

Mr.  HAl^.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  FOOTE.  1  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
will  allow  ni^o  make  an  explanation, 

Mr.  HALE.    I  suppose  l  must  give  way. 

Mr.^  FOOTE,  What  I  have  aaid  I .  have  said . 
J^W  I  have  uttered  I  uttered  Mrith  gravity,  with  a 
solemn  conviction  of  the  truth  of  every  syllable 
enunciated  by  me.  1  have  used  the  language  of 
honesty  and  patriotism.  If  I  have  delin^ted 
character  in  a  somewhat  striking  manner,  it  ia  be- 
cause I  understand  that  character  well,  from  hav- 
ing sti|4i<ed  it  closely,  and  from  having  made  up 
my  mind  concerning  it  without  prejuaice.  The 
Senator  from  Texas  says  that  I  have  spoken  indi- 
rectly. He  is  the  only  gentleman  who  thinks  so. 
Certainly  I,  meenit  ell  that  I  have  said  that  was  at 
all  disrespectful  for  kmt  and  for  him  tUone;  and 
the  whole  country  will  so  understand  it. 


The  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Chair  had  supposed 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Senator,  he 
would  have,  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  him.to  order. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  do  not  now  repeat  what  I  have 
said.  |dy  r^^on  for  not  applying  my  denuncia- 
tory language  directly ,  was  that  IT  knew  I  could 
not  do  so  without  violating,  .the  rules  of  senat6rial 
propriety.  I  kqew,  sirytl^at  if  I  did  so  you'would 
call  me  to  order^  Having  given  my  reason  for 
using  indirect  lan^age^  I  hope  the  gentleman^  and 
everybody  else,  will  understand  me.  A  word  as  to 
the  gentleman's  anecdote..  He  may  consider  me 
a  y^y  restless  person ;  and  if  he  supposes  it  ne- 
cessary to  chain  me  in  order  to  prevent  my  doing 
mis<:hief  to  his  presidential  pretensions,  or  ^ome- 
thin^  else  in  which  he.  is  interested,  all  I  have  to 
say  IS,  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  forge  a  chain 
strong  enough  to  hold  me  in  djuress,  whe^  I  have 
a  puoUc  duty  to  perform,  and  especially  such  a 
duty  as  I  have  been  called  to  perform  this  mornings 
My  language  is  ever  free,  unequivocal,  and  inde- 
pendent; and  whenever  I  find  a  case  of  conceal- 
ed iniquity,  rcMjuiring,  in  my  judgment,  a  prompt 
and  explicit  disclosure,  I  shall  be  ever  ready  to 
employ  such  language  of  manly  contempt  ana  in- 
dignation as  the  occasion  may  eeem  to  demand. 
1  am  perfectly  content,  in  harmony  with  his  very 
chaste  and  classical  anecdote,  either  to  go  to  Pur- 
gatory headlong,  or  descend  in  Utfemit,  as  may 
suit  his  taste, 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ha^ve  a  hetter  illustrative 
anecdote  than  the  one  I  told,  but  I  shall  not  occu- 
py the  time  of  the  Senate  by.  repeating  it  at  thin 
late  hour.  Mr.  President,.!  assure  you,  I  assure 
the  Senate,  and  I  assure  the  country,  that  every  jn.- 
sinuation  against  me  of  indirect  plotting  by  myself 
or  by  my  friends,  within  my  knowledge,  with  one 
party  or  another-*-every  insinuation  uiat  imputes 
to  me  any  other  design  than  4bat  of  preserving  the 
Governnient  in  its  purity,  and  the  Democratic 
party  in  its  own  faith  without  an  extension  of  plat- 
form, is  altogether  unfounded*  I  voted  for  the 
compromise,  for  every  measure  of  it.  But  I  did 
not  msinuate  that  I  had  started  it.  The  records 
of  the  Senate,  however;  will  show  that  I  gave  out 
the  inception  of  a  suggestion  of  a  cpmmittee  of 
six  Senators.  Jn  my  absence,  owing  to  the  sick- 
ness of.membeni  of.  my  family,  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi  introduced  his  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  thirteen. 
Whoever  insinuates  that  I  have  had  any  intrigue, 
or  eny  understanding,  or  any  correaponaence  upon 
the  su^ect  of  free-soil,  abolition,  aisunion,  or  se- 
cession, insinuates  what  is  utterly  unfounded,  and 
without  the  slightest  countenance  of  truth.  I  make 
that  declaration  here  without  any  feelings  of  un- 
kindnes^  towards  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,, 
for  I  can  essure  him  that  I  wish  him  a  smooth  and 
untroubled  path  of  .life,  and  that  for  his  own  good 
and  for  the  gratification  of  his  friei^ds,  I  hope. it 
may  be  less  troublous  hereafter  than  it  has  oeen 
heretofore.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FOOTE,^  of  MississippL  I  thank  the  gen- 
tleman for  his  generous  wishes  in.  my  behalf  I 
trust  I  may  have  a  quiet  career  hereafter.  I  have 
felt  pained  at  the  necessity,  which  I  thought  was 
imposed  upon  me,  ot  vinoicatinff  myself^on  this, 
occasion.  The  first  a^umult  did  not  come  from 
me.  The  Senator  from  Texas  will  bear  me  wit- 
ness that  I  warned  him  solemnly  this  morning, 
that,  if  at  this  moment  iv:hen  I  Was  about  starting 
for  my  home,  he  should  undertake  to  indulge  in 
illiberal  remarks,  in  the  expectation  that  I  would 
probably  not  stay  here,  and  vindicate  myself,  he 
would  find  himself  to  have  committed  a^eat 
error.  -. 

I  will  announce  to  him  now,  that  he  cannot  get 
out  of  the  predicament  in  which  he  has  deliberately 
placed  himself.  The  language  of  the  gentleman 
in  the  finit  instance,  as  he  dedares*  was  intended 
to  be  strictly  political.^  My  words  of  derogation 
and  contempt  were  designed  to  be  most  emphati- 
cally personal,    I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  take  any  part  in  this  debate  at  this  time; 
nor  do  I  know  that  I  shall  take  part  in  it  to-mor- 
row morning.  If  I  were  to  consult  my  own 
feelings,  afUr  what  has  passed  between  genttemeiu 
I  would  not  say  a  word.  But  I  must  be  permittea 
to  express  my  surprise  that  the  honorabfe  Senator 
from  Texas  (Mr.  Hovsroifi  should  have  thought 
proper  to  wage  war.  on  the  constitution  pf  Sou^i 
Carolina,  (t  i^  not  tjie  first,  second,  nor  third 
time  that  he  has  thought  proper  t6  allude  to  the 


constitution  and  laws  of  South  C6nQUna»  and  to 
hold  thero.»  as  far  as  he  could,  to  censure  and  con* 
demnation.  I  have  not  the  least  ide^  that  the  con* 
stitution.of  South  Carolifia  is  in  any  danger  from 
the  assaults  of  the  honorable  Senator.  I  would  just 
as  soon  suppose  ^hat  a  diiuaond  could  be  cot  by 
having  fubbed  upon  it  a  piece  of  stained  glass*  But 
allow  me  tp.  say,  i»  a  tone  of  seriousness«  that  if 
the  sentiment  of  union  between  us,  the  represcntai- 
tives  of  the  sovereign  States,  is  to  be4>rcoervwi 
and  cherished,  it  will  not  be  by  allowing  any  man 
upon  this  floor  to  look  into  the  constitution  of  a 
State  which  one  of  his  fellow  Senators  represeftts 
and  make  criticisms  upon  it,     •  .  • 

Next^to  the.  religion  of  any  people  is  their  lava 
and.-conatitution.  Now,  what  would  be  thmi^ht 
of  a  Senator  upon. this  floor  rising  aod  speaking 
of  the  represenatives  of  Xjouisian^ — I  do  not  know 
that  either  of  them  is  a  Catliohc>  but  tl^ca^  is  a 
very  large  Qatholii;  population  in  Louisiana— or 
of  Maryland,, where  there  is  also  a  loc^  Cal)iolie 
populauop^  and  of  the  religion  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  language  of  censure?  .What  would  be 
thought  of  any  Senator  wbo  spoke  in  terms  of  cen- 
sure of  the  reUgion  of  any  portion  of  the  people? 
And  I  say  that  next  to  the  religion  of  any  people* 
is  their  laws  and  constitution* 

I  wo^ld  as  soon  spppose  that  the  Roman  son- 
stitution  would  have  sufllered  fr^om  the  rebuke  of 
the  Scythian*  as  that  the  coostitation  of  South 
Carolina  will  sufferfrom  any  remarks  of  th.e  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Texas*    I  am  sorry  that  ke 
has  thought  pi]oner  to  aUude  to  it  for  the  third  or 
fourth  time.  .  Wnat  brougl^t  that  subject  into  Uiin 
debate?    Does  jthe  gentleman  suppose  that  by 
bringing  himself^  in  comparison  with  South  Cmror 
Una  and  herinstitutionsf  V  is  to.shine  .more bright- 
ly by  the  contrast^  in  his  professions  of.  love  for 
the  Union?  .Is  that  his  object? .  Why  has  ha  se- 
lected peculiarities  in  the  constituUpn  of  South 
Carolina,  when  they  obtained  in  the  constitutioo 
of  almost  every  State  in  the  Confed^^ey.  ootil 
very  recently.    Some  provisions  whidvMve  been 
put  into  the  constituUons  of  the  States,  el  bUe 
years,  have,  not,  in  my  opinion,  improve^t^am. 
Why,  at  this  moment  North  Carolina  has  the  sane 
features  in  her  constitution »  ao  far  as  regaxds  a. 
property  qvialification.for  Qovemor  and  a  property 
qualification  for  Senatoi«.    In  Georgia*  a  S«iator 
sometimes  rq>rei|ei|ts  five  hundred  people  while 
another  may  represent  two  thousand  or  thre$  thou- 
sand.   It  is  so.    , 

What  does  the  Senator  mean  when  he  speaks 
of  an  "  oligarchy  **  in  South  Carolina  ?  Does  he 
meah  to  say  that  the  people  of  South  parQlia& 
are  governed  as  slaves  by  an  oligarchy  who  have 
concealed  from  them  the  knowledge  of  tb^ 
rights,  or  have  defrauded  them  of  those  rights? 
I  will  not  speak  in  anything  like  flattery  of 
the  people  or  South  Ci^tilina;  but  I  would  in- 
form the  Senator  that  that  people  will  not  appesl 
to  him  for  instruction  as  to  their  rights.  Philip 
of  Macedon  had  a  party  in  Qreece;  Kappleon 
Bonaparte  had  a  party  in  Italy v.and.p^hapa  the 
gentleman  may  suppose  that  he  h^  a  Houston 
party  inJSouth  Carolina. . 

The  Senator  asked  a  question  which  w  perhaps 
illustrative  of  his  doctrine  as  to  the  relation  of  ttie 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  What  was  it? 
I  wish  to  put  it  in  a  prominent  point  of  view,  with 
no  disposition  to  throw  anything  like  personal 
odium  on  him.  But  he  asked,  in  a  very  emphatic 
manner,  if  the  Federal  Government  were  to  inhibit 
the  people  of  New  York,  or  of  any  other  State, 
from  voting  for  electors  of.  President  and  Vice 
President,  would  it  not  be  considered  an '  outra- 
geous usurpation  of  their  rights  ?  He  turned  round 
and  in  the  next  breath  said.  South  CaroKna  had 
done  the  same  thing,  and  she  is  to  be  held  equally 
responsible  to  the  oondemipation  of  hi 
suppose  to  the  condemnation  of  the 


istory.or  1 
gentleinany 
f  hiatory-~ 


who  is  to  set  himself  up  as  the  muse  of  hietory- 
as  the  modem  Clio. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  said  nothing  about  con- 
demnation. 

Mr.  BUTL£R.  No;  but  thegentleman4nade 
this  illustration.  The  gentleman's  doctrine  will 
have  that  effect  to  some  extent^  L  have  always 
contended  that  the  Federa)  Government  acted  un- 
der derivative  and  delegated jsowers,  andoould  not 
by  any  act  of  legislation  afifect  any  State  beyond 
the  powers  conferred.  I  have  contended  th|it  the 
States  possessed  ^1.  powers  that  have  n^  beea 
delegated  to  the  Federal  Government;  that  they 
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oa  « jMumUcl  d  equality.    The  idea  of  the  Sen- 
fa  «•  laaderaCood  it,  was,  that  because  she  has 
clMM2glit.ph»p«r  by  her  constitution  to  exercise  her 
fir«iichi0e  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
deoe  in  9,  certain  way,  she  is  aa  reprehensible  as 
the  Fcdcnd  Ooreminent  would  ha,ve  been  if  it  had 
tike  Muntf  thing.    He  cannot  set  rid  of  that 
mtion.    The  fict  is  that  nearly  every  State 
.  Unioii  exercMed  this  power  in  the  same  way 
a*  6ouci&  Carolina  until  jerr  recently.    In  South 
'^       liaa  the  peojde  TOte  for  the  representatiTes 
elect  the  Governor.    They  vole  for  repre- 
'iwtM,  knowinr  that  those  representatives  are 
presidentijU  electors.    They  do  not  make 
ters  of  popular  election  directly,  but  they 
«b  indirecliy,  because  these  things  are  done 
intelli^eiice.    The  people  ef  South  Carolina 
r  their  ri£:hl0,  and  they  exeixise  them  in  a 
wmy  zhej  think  most  conducive  tc^  the  security  of 
Om  eonununity..    I  am  one  of  those  who  beUeve 
daft  the  Unitea  States  is  an  organized  confederacy 
«f  sayoblica.    .1  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe 
tfalft  Ana  wild  democracy.    This  thine  of  break- 
BK^wn  the  conservative  guarantees  of  State  con- 
SMMKkma  will  destroy. the  Confederacy. 

Tlie  gentleman  talks  of  the  Union.    Jt  is  one  of 
im  ihcme».    1  believe  he  is  the  only  practical 
list  on  this  floor.    I  believe  he  is  the  only 
whp  voluntarily  leA  the  Union.    H!e 
Confederacy  and  went  abroad  to  enjoy 
"*    in  another  community  these  high  dem- 
oir  SMM  enkUe  doctrines  which  he  professes. 
I  bdkve  he  did  not  go,  like  Coriolamis,  to 
rcr  on  his  ancierit  mother.    I  have  never 
beUered  anything  of  the  kind.    He  went 


kft  the 


has  (brtfine,  and  I  award  to  him  all  the 

of  being  historicallv  connected  with 

1  of  the  State  whicn  he  now  so  very 

•lbjvef»ccaeBU.    I  shall  deny  him  nothing.    But 

I  tmm^^  mpd  I  say  it ^ow  for  th« first  time,  that 

he  m  the  mat  mail  who  should  speak  unfavorably 

oflfilH0l  Ceroiina.    Look  at  the  course  of  Soutn 

in  connection  with  the  history  of  Texas. 

' 'oeed  for  the  first  time  in  the  Senate  of 

8catea  to  recognize  the  independence  of 

filt  VM  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina — 

C.  Presion.  Who  supported  it  in  the  other 

'Vy  friend  and  relative.  General  John- 

^     ccmsummated  h?    Mv  distinguished 

and  colleague,  Mr.  Calhoun — with  an 

>  which  the  gentlenian  ougl\t  to  feel  an 

la^f^H  of  a  disposition  to  throw  impu- 

his  memory,    oh',  who  was  the  hero  of 

i  .  Who  commanded  the  troops  with  so 

ratth^battleof  San  Jacinto?  A  citi- 

of  South  Carolina^  my  fVlend  Gen- 

•Who  was  the  gallant  Travis?   He  was 

than  five  miles  from  my  place  of 

gallant  compeer,  Bonham,  drank  put 

ppiing,  and  went  to  the  same  school. 

!^  money  for  Texas  when  she  needed 

CaroUnian.    Whp  have  had  a  greater 

to  the  gentleman  himself,  in  bring- 

Mice  a  political  association  with  this 

.  the.  State'of  Texas  than  the  people 

olina?    Yet  it  is  the  institutions  of 

ge^eroah  is  continually  aspersing: 

'*liaw  •bitfvec  ths^  s  MfpeQCi  tooth  iti« 
To  bavs  a  tbanUMi  cblM.'^ 


■T-  '■ 


JtkihfitnoinkiLe  Senator  has  expressed  kind  feel- 
AhCk M  end  for  my  (kmily.  I  believe  he  en- 
liSps  (bcm;  bot  I  cannot  suifer  my  mother  and 
■j^MWy  to  be  assailed  under  complimenu  of 
I&  ^M.  The  iniiistice  which  has  been  pro- 
aMBBfi  spoil  diat  State  more  than  once,  must  be 
fiMkai^wr  I  cannot  hold  my  place  upon  this  floor 
igUI  fiijthing  IMte  feelings  of  j^rfect  equality. 
)Bt,  am  00  this. floor  has  the  right  to,  look  into 
llwi  iifcdjiiitinni  of  another  State.  I  will  not  have 
life  iwmiffnfj  to  dp  so.  Suppose  I  were  tojook 
hgf^  <fc>  jiMimntioPs  of  Texas,  and  hold  qp  sbme- 
iib^^ial  J  might  not  approve^  what  would  be 
ti^antjof  ii^  It  has  only  been  done  on. this  floor 
hjf  wSy»ief or  fjroiB\  Tescas  in  relation  to  South 
QimttiH      It  if  the  fourth  time  it  has  been  done 

w  aoi  fakt  thet  t&e  eentleman  is  ascandi- 

(h^Piendeiiey  and  S  fishing  for  popular 

tf  h«  w<re  to  fiiK  in  South  .Carolina  for 

^'pKi^aoid  to  i^^peal  to  the  people,  as 

m^  ths  nilers»  as  he  callsthem,  he 

'^^  a  ^opk  so  naked  that  Cue  people 

Mfiff^  \^'  .1  know,  sir.  that  a 


w^  to  protract  this  (febate,  for  I  do  not /eel  that 
the  institutions  of  South  Carolina  are  in  danger 
from  the  gentlemah's  attacks.  Col^e's  Comment* 
aries  upon  Littleton  have  been  read^,  and  have  in- 
structed the  great  lawyers  of  the  land.  Justinian 
has  embalmed  and  given  immortality  to  the  Pan- 
dects. I  suppose  we  shall  have  a  book  coming 
out,  ''Houston  nn  the  Constitution  of  South 
Carolina,"  as  equal  with  them  in  literary  merit 
and  instructive  matter.  1  am  willing  to  let  it  go 
forth  with  all  the  authority  of  the  Senator's  high 
name. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  seldom  that  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate;  it  if  with  regret  that  I 
ask  uiat  indulgence  now.  I  started  upon  the 
compromise  resolution,  but  I  believe  we  have 
travelled  oflf  and  around  it  until  we  have  got  to 
"Coke  and  Justinian."  I  am  really  very  sorry 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  gone  so  much  into  detail  in  relation  to  the  po- 
sition I  bear  to  his  State.  It  would  appear  from 
his  remarks  that  I  had  wantonly,  at  various  times, 
made  attacks  on  South  Carolina.  I  will  be  a  little 
personal  to  myself,  but  I  hope  not  egotisticfU,  in 
stating  the  only  occasions  on  which  I  made  any 
allusions  to  the  constitution  of  South  Carolina. 
The  first  difficulty  that  originated  was  w;ith  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  South  Carolina,  and  I  hope 
the  gentlem$m  did  not  luiderstand  me  as  casting 
the  slightest  reflection  on  the  late  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhouw.] 

Mr.  BUTLEH.  The  Senator  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  cast  any  such  reflection;  therefore 
I  must  believe  him.  f  always  confide  in^  that 
Senator's  word. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  said  that  I  buried  anv  re- 
sentment whicl^  1  miffht  have  had  against  nim, 
and  I*wished  it  so  understood.  I^have  no  resent- 
ments against  the  dead.  I  was  proceeding  to  state 
that  the  first  thing  in  this  controversy  was  the  de- 
nunciation of  me  by  that  distinguished  man,  when 
he  said  that  I  ought  to  be  held  up  to  public  repro- 
bation for  voting  for  the  Oregon  bill.  I  adverted 
to  that  matter  m  an  address  to  my  constituents. 
The  next  cause  was  a  letter  which  I  received  of  a 
most  abusive  character  from  Colonel  Gadsden,  of 
that  State.  I  responded  to  it.  I  was  not  the  as- 
sailant in  either  case.  The  next  cause  was,  that 
a  member  of  the  other  House  issued*  a  most  scur- 
rilous publication  against  me.  I  repelled  that;  so 
that  I  was  merely  acting  defensirely .  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  last  session  an  attack  was  made  on 
me  by  a  Senator,  which  was  followed  up  by 
another.  I  am  now  rebelling  that  attack,  which  I 
had  not  the  opportunity  of  doing  then.  I  care 
not  what  others  may  think  about  it;  but  I  thought 
it  due  to  myself  that  I  should  let  these  facts  be 
known.  I  designed  no  reflection  beyond  the  facts. 
I  intend^  to  say  nothing  in  derogation  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  or  of  her  citizens. 

We  have  lately  seen  a  practical  manifestation 
of  the  truth  orijoy  remarks.  The  Lenslature  has 
taken  one  course  in  the  recent  moceecungs  in  >hat 
State;  the  matter  was  submittea  to  the  people;  and 
notwithstahding  the  unanhnity  of  the  L^slature, 
we  find  that  the  people,  by  eight  thousand  ma- 
jority,  negatived  the  course  mdicated,  so  Uiat  I  ain 
ri^  in  relation  to  themattei'in  Sobth  Carolina. 

The  Seni^tor  says  that  I  am  a  practical  seces- 
sionist. I  never  was  a  secessionist.  If  I  left  my 
own  to  visit  an  adjacent  country,  it  was  no  seces- 
sion firom  principle  or  iVom  alle?ian<*e  to  this  coun- 
try. If  a  new  government  was  formed,  and  I  was 
a  pail  of  that  government.  I  owed  my  allegiance 
to  It,  but  that  did  not  make  me  an  enemy  to  my 
native  land.  It  is  said  South  Carolina  has  imposed 
obligations  on  Texas  in  her  reriest  need.  I  rec- 
ollect that  a  Governor  of  South  Carolina  denounced 
Texas  and  her  cause  when  she  was  bleeding  at 
every  pore.  When  her  women  and  children  were 
fhgitives,  and  distracted  with  fear  and  apprehen- 
sion— when  an  invading  and  victorious  enemy 
were  sweeping  over  her  plains — then  it  was  that 
a  Governor  of  South  Carolina  denounced  us  as 
vaerants  and  vagabonds.  Sir,  if  this  imposed  an 
obngation  upon  us  in  our  veriest  need,  I  have  yet 
to  learn  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  tueh  favors.  We 
honor  the  memory  of  the  gidlant  sons  of  South 
Carolina  who  fell  in  the  Texan  contest,  and  we 
have  recompensed  their,  representatives  as  fhr  as 
possible;  but  to  say  that  South  Carolina  ever  aided 

Texas  in  the  advance  of  one  penny 

Mr.  BUTLER.    I  never  said  that  South  Caro- 
lina did. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  the  genUeman  says,  I 
sunnose,  thai  some  of  her  citizens  did. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    I  have  always  upderstood  so. 

Mr,  HOUSTON.  I  assure  the  gentleman  that 
he  is  mistaken  in  his  apprehension.  I  do  not  meaa 
any  disrespect  tc^  South  Carolina.  I  have  stated 
facta.  I  intended  to  make  no  disreputable  inti- 
mation. I  can  assure  the  gentleman,  taat  I  am  not 
fishinff  for  the  favor  of  South  Carolina.  I  do  not 
like  the  sea^board,  and  in  the  mountains  they  hoire 
nothing  bot  trout,and  I  never  was  a  fisherman.  1 
would  not  fish  for  political  influence  in  South 
Carolina  particularly,  until  some  change  or  modi« 
fica^ion  takes  place  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
express  their  opinions.  1  do  say,  onoa  for  all, 
that  I  do  not  intend  tp  reflect  on  the  people  of 
South  Carolina,  or  on  the  memory  of  the  tUustri- 
ous  dead.  I  am  sorry  we  have  had  such  a  ramb* 
ling,  desultory  debate  to-day,  but  I  have  done  with 
it. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  do  oot  know 
that  I  shall  make  the  motion  which  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  make  when  I  at  first  rose. 

Mr.  3ADGE1R.  I  must  beg,  as  a  finvor  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  that 
he  will  &II0W  me  one  moment  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  explanatiou, 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  given  way  already  an  hour 
and  a  half  for  explanations,  and  I  shall  never  get  the 
floor  in  the  world  if  I  give  way  any  more.  I  do 
not  know  that  1  shall  mak^  the  motion  which  I  at 
first  intended  to  make,  which  was  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table.  I  am  too  unpopular  to  carry  the 
motion,  and  too  good-natured  to  persist  in  itt  par- 
ticularly when  I  have  been  notified  that  several 
gentleman  want  to  epeak  upon  it.  But  I  do  hope 
Miat  at  a  very  early  aay  the  motion  will  be  made.  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  who  is  about  to  leave  us, 
to  one  fact.  He  says,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it«  that 
his  inteatfon  in  introducing  the  resolution  was  to 
produce  a  brotherly  feeling.  Well,  I  think  the 
exhibition  he  has  had  hereto-dity  wiU  satisfy  him» 
that  so  far  as  we  have  had  any  experimentatandwl- 
edge  of  the  efifects  of  his  brotnerly  resolution,  it  has 
beea  a  tkilure. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  never  expected,  when  1  intro- 
duced the  resodution,  that  it  would  pass  without 
opposition.  I  expected  that  every  Abolitionist 
would  oppose  it,  of  course;  that  every  Free-8oiler 
and  every  disunionist  would  oppose  it.  I  expected 
that  all  from  the  South  who  were  catering  for  Free- 
Soil  votee  at  the  North, and  t^t  all  from  the  North 
who  were  catering  for  secession  votes  at  the  South, 
would  oppose  it;  but  I  believed  that  all  patriotic 
votes— that  isy  the  votes  of-^Jl  the  rest  of  tne  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate-— would  be  given  in  favor  of  the 
resolution^  1  wanted  the  fight  to  take  place  here.  I 
thought  the  faetionists  wouui  die  hard ;  but  die  they 
must.  I  thov^t,  however  incompetent  I  might 
be  for  destroying  such  monsters,,  that  I  might  have 
a  chance  for  striking  one  or  two  blows  more  for 
my  country. 

Mr,  HALE.  I  think  that  the  illustrations  o€ 
%he  healing  and  brotheriy  influence  which  thja 
resolution  is  to  produce,  was  best  manifested  by 
the  state  of  mind  in  which  the  Sehator  (Vom  Miar* 
sissippi  himself  addressed  the  )Senaie.  It  was  the 
operation  which  it  had  produced  upcm  himselif 
that  induced  me  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
could  pot  pfoduce  brotherly  feeling. 

The  Senator  «aid  he  expected  Uie  Free-Soilera . 
to  die  hard.^  Why,  we  can  die  without  making 
as  much  f^ss  as  the  Senator  does  in  living  upon 
this  earth.  I  think  we  shall  not  have  as  many 
spasmodic  throes  as  he  has  in  the  full  life  and  ex- 
periment of  the  resolution  itself.  You  know,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  am  a  diflident  man;  but  I  think 
I  have  a  right  to  advise  these  gentlemen  from  ^e 
South  upon  this  subject.  I  appeal  to  the  Senate, 
that  when  we  had  this  agitation  on  our  side  wo 
managed  it  in  much  better  temper,  and  more 
quietly.  If  this  resolution  is  to  operate  on  the 
country  as  it  has  operated  upon  the  Senate,  the 
efiect  will  be  to  throw  the  patient  into  fits  before 
it  is  cured.  But  that  may  be  the  intention  of  the 
physician.  He  may  be  one  of  those  doctors  who 
cannot  cure  a  patient  without  throwing  him  into 
fits.  It. is  said  that  there  are  tome  such.  I  be- 
lieve conscientiously  that  thia  resolution  is  not 
calculated  to  do  any  good  in  the  worid:  and  it  cer* 
tainly  cannot  be  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  to  kill  off  the  Free-Sodera  before  hfi 
retires;  tor  he  announced  here  du[ria|f  the  last  Con- 
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doTMi.    They  have  been  em- 
examinations — they  have  eone 
,  reports,  and  laws — tlieyhave 
and  printed  reports — they  have 
ies,  and  in  fact  everything  relating 
the  House  upon  the  various  claims 
n  before  it  as  well  as  the  Senate. 
>  as  I  understand,  completed  the  alliter- 
the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  except  per- 
tt«rs  M,  S,  and  T.,  They  have  made 
m  printed  reports,  laws,  and  the  files 
,  and  arranged  them  under  their  re- 
That  is  the  condition  of  the  work, 
e  alliteration  is  concerned.    The  late 
exceedingly  anxious  to  hasten  the 
t  proper  to  have  the  copies  of  the  allit- 
tke  two  first  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
seot  to  the  printer,  and^hey  have  been 

reMtnXIK.    Will  the  ^ntkman  allow 
'  bim  a  question  ?    Was  it  not  understood 
.work  was  to  be  finished  by  the  1st  of 
r  last^ 
DANIEL.    It  was  so  expected,  sir;  but, 
stated,  it  was  not  so  nnished.    There 
idea  of  the  immense  amount  of  labor 
inTohred.    The  object  of  the  index  or 
for  the  purpose  of  reference  to  claims 
LTe  been  before  Congress.    It  must  be 
to  the  House  that  the  same  claims  may 
inder  different  ■■  names.    For  instance,  an 
^aimant  presents  a  claim.    Afler  it  has 
some  time,  he  dies.    Then  his  rep- 
re  presents  it.    The  claim  would  appear 
name  of  the  original  claimant,  wnich 
_  bt  b€|:in  with  the  letter  A,  and  subse- 
it  would  appear  in  the  name  of  his  repre- 
»— •oxnetimes  of  assignees.    The  letters 
IB  luiTe  been  preparra  and  sent  to  the 
*^-'    e  a  companson  of  the  alliteration 
[uent  letters  had  been  made;  and, 
.f  there  is  no  reference  of  cases  under 
letters  to  the  same  cases  appearing 
ent  names  beginning  with  subsequent 
'jdie  alphabet.    After  sending  the  work 
k  was  supposed  to  be  completed  to  the 
the  clerks,  on  proceeding  with  a  compari- 
letters,  found  that  there  were  tn^nf 
other  letters  that  ought  to  be  referred 
rs  A  and  B,  and  that  the  work  would 
unless  it  should  be  suspended  until 
was  completed,  and  tne  copies  for 
he  compared  with  the  originals,  and 
the  Journals,  reports,  dkc.    Although 
(Is  Ikr  more  accurate  and  extended  than 
«f  the  Senate,  there  are,  it   seems, 
in  copying^  as  well  as  in  the  ab- 
we  are  anxious  to  have  corrected, 
'possible,  an  accurate  work,  and  not 
r  vork,  like  the  Digest  of  the  Senate. 
~  stand,  is  exceeding^  imperfect.    I 
that  there  are  thousanas  of  cases 
•been  before  the  Senate,  and  upon 
have  acted,  which  are  not  to  be  found 
So  that  that  Digest  is  calculated  to 
10  eases  which  it  does  not  embrace, 
hare  in  truth  been  acted  upon  by  the 
id  1  understand  there  'are  thousands 
that  have  been  omitted.    This  we  wish 
m  the  Digest  und^r  consideration.    If 
which  has  been  prepared  thus   far, 
idflered  to  go  to  the  printer,  although 
and  inaccurate  in  some  respects,  yet  it 
▼aluable,  and  mieht  aid  m  euardin^ 
posttioo,  but  would  be  more  valuable  if 
These  matters  have  been  taken  into 
b^  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
nstructed  me  to  report  a  resolution 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  withhold 
firom  the  printer  until  the  entire  allitera- 
sn  ^iie  throuffh  with  and  compared, 
liaacioB  of  the  Journals,  laws,  and  files 
have  been  made,  so  as  to  insure  the 
possible  degree  of  accuracy.     There  is 
r  embraced  in  the  resolution  which 
Ihoueht  proper  to  bring  to  the  con- 
ot'  the  l£rase.    This  is  a  matter  whidi 
the  eontraet  of  the  printer  of  the  last 
if  the  work  should  be  suspended 
a  dsim  might  be  set  up  oy  the 
[Wthapttssnt  CongroM,  and  the  comniittee, 
r  ID  provide  by  resolution ,  that  * 
dope  by  the  printer  who  has 
"^  a  part  of  it.    He  has  his 
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type  already  set  up,  and  can  correct  with  less 
trouble  and  expense  the  defects  which  exist  under 
the  letters  A  and  B,  than  to  make  an  entire  reprint 
of  the  work.  I  will  state  to  the  House,  that  the 
committee  have  beea  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Printing,  and  one  of  the  print- 
ers engaged  about  the  work,  that  the  cost  of  the 
printing  which  has  been  ahready  done,  if  that  should 
be  thrown  aside,  will  be  a  httle  the  rise  of  two 
thousand  dollars.  Fourteen  hundred  copies  of  the 
work,  under  the  letters  A  and  B,  and  some  per- 
haps under  the  l^Uer  C,  have  been  printed.  The 
committee  thought  it  would  be  best  even  to  pay 
that  sum  to  have  the  work  accurate.  They  be- 
lieve that  a  great  deal  of  the  work  which  has  been 
printed  under  letters  A  and  B,  might  be  embraced 
m  subsequent  reprints;  so  that  the  probability  is,  if 
the  House  see  fit  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  the 
committee,  the  cost  will  oe  much  less  than  |2,0()0. 
It  is  supposed  if  they  were  to  compare  the  copies 
with  the  original  aostracts,  under  the  different 
letters,  it  would  require  some  two  or  three  months 
to  have  the  work  ready  for  the  printer;  and  to 
compajre  the  abstracts  with  the  Journals,  reports, 
and  laws,  might  require  some  four  or  five  months 
more.  The  number  of  clerks  employed  at  present 
is  about  twelve,  as  before  stated,  and  they  receive 
the  compensation  of  engrossing  clerks — salaries 
of  |1,500  per  annunu  The  House  can  see,  there- 
fore, what  the  additional  cost  will  be.  I  suppose, 
if  the  work  shall  be  so  prepared  and  so  prmted 
as  to  insure  tha^  accuracy  which  the  committee 
think  highly  desirable,  the  whole  cost  will  be  up- 
wards of  |20,00(V— perhaps  as  high  as  (^,000. 
Even  if  the  cost  should  reach  that  sum,  it  might 
save  the  Treasury  double,  treble,  even  ten  times 
the  amount  in  a  single  Congress.  I  trust  that 
with  these  explanations  tKere  will  be  no  objection 
to  the  resolutions,  and  that  they  will  be  adopted. 

I  desire  to  add  one  single  remark,  which  I  omit- 
ted. I  understand  from  the  clerks  who  have  been 
engaged  in  this  investigation,  that  the  indices  to 
the  journals  and  the  reports  of  the  House  have 
been  found  to  be  exceedingly  inaccurate.  In  one 
case  several  hundred  matters  that  have  been  before 
the  House  are  not  indexed  at  all,  1  make  this  re- 
mark with  the  hope  that  those  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing the  indices  will  pay  more  attention  in  future. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  tlien  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
r^^olution,  and  on  a  division  there  were — ayes  100, 
noes  38. 

So  the  resolution  was  nsreed  to. 

Mr.  SACEETT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECEPTION  or  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  CARTTER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

<<  R*»ol»ed,  That  a  eommlttae  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Cbtir  10  wait  upon  Loirif  Kossuth  on  hit  arrlral  at  the 
capital,  and  introdaoe  bim  to  the  Hoom  of  Kqwesenta- 
tives." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  that  the  rules  be  Sus- 
pended, to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONEIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  desire  to  debaU 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  now  is,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio 
[Mr.  CastterI  to  offer  his  resolution. 

The  yeas  ana  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules;  and  there  were-— yeas  111, 
nays  58;  as  follow: 

YEAB~Me«sn.  WilKt  AHen.  Allison,  Andrews,  John 
Ai^eton,  Babcoclc,  Bartlett,  Bennett,  Bissell,  Bovnie, 
Jolin  H.  Boyd,  Brenton,  BrijgS;  Busby,  Joseph  Cal»le, 
Thompson  Campbell, Cartter.Caskie, Chandler,  Chapman, 
Chastain,  Clark.  Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Conger,  Cor- 
tia,  Oeorfe  T.  Davis,  John  O.  Davis,  Disney,  Donr,  Dur- 
kee,  BasUnan,  Panlkner,  Picklin,  Florence,  Floyd  Jrowler, 
Freeman,  Henry  M.  Faller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Poller.  Gaylord, 
Gentry,  Giddinjpi,  Green, urev, Grow,  HascalI|]9eriQrick8, 
Hibbard.  Horerord,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe.  Thomas  M. 
Howe,  In^rson,  •  Ives,  John  Johnson,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Preston  King,  Kaluis,knrtx,  Landry.  Letcher,  Mace,  Ed- 
ward C.  Marshall,  Mason,  McDonald,  McNair,  Moiony, 
H.  D.  Moore,  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Ajidrew  Par- 
ker, Peaslee,  Pcnniman,  Perkins,  Polk,  Rantoul,  Richard- 
son, Bobbins,  Robie,  Robinson,  Sackett,  Schermerhom, 
Scodder,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origea  8.  Seynoor,  Skelton, 
Bmait,  Snow,  Be^Jajmia  BtanioD,  Richard  H.  Btanton, 


Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stuart,  Sutherland, 
Sweetser,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Townshend, 
Tpck,  Walhridre.  Walsh,  Ward,  Waahbora,  Welch,  Ad- 
dison White,  Wildrfck,  and  Tates-111. 


CaldweU,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cullom,  Daniel,  Dockery, 
Dunham,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Pitch,  Ooodeaow,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harper,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Ha- 
ven. Hebard,  Henn;  Hillyer,  HoIIaday,  Houston,  Jackson, 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  Geone  W.  Jones,  Lock- 
hart,  Humphrey  MarshaU.  Martin,  McMuUia.  MillsoD, 
Morehead,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Orr,  Penn,  PowelL  Scurry, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Thompson,  Venable,  Watkins,  Wilcox,  and  Williams—^. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  asked  leave  to 
record  his  vote,  being  without  the  bar  when  his 
name  was  called ;  but  objection  was  made. 

So,  two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

HOLDERS  OF  ^OUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  BRE^rrON,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  **for 
the  relief  of  the  holders  of  bounty  land  warrants 
issued  under  the  act  of  September  28,  1850." 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title.  ' 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  wish  to  make  a  very  few 
remarks  in  reference  to  that  bill.  It  10  one  whlbh, 
in  my  opinion,  demands  the  prompt  and  speedy 
action  of  Congress;  and  if  I  had  confidence  m  the 
general  correctness  of  its  phraseology,  I  w6uld 
ask  the  House  to  pass  upon  it  immediately,  with- 
out any  reference  to  a  committee. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  permit  the  tocation  of 
these  himnty  land  warrants  upon  lands  above  the 
minimum  price  of  |fl  25  per  acre;  and  also  to  con- 
firm the  titles  of  the  holders  of  land  of  that  char- 
acter that  has  alread)r  beA  located.  Under  the 
present  law  the  Commissioner  has  suspended  the 
operation  of  locations  at  several  oflkes  upon  lands 
of  that  character.  Many  warraitta  have  been  loca- 
ted upon  these  lands  under  the  instructions  appli- 
cable to  the  location  of  Mexican  bounty  land  war- 
rants; but  those  locations  have  bem  suspended « 
and  it  is  important  that  they  shall  be  confirmed,  in 
addition  to  extending  the  privilege  of  locating  on 
these  lands,  to  the  present  holders.  Again ,  patents 
have  already  been  issued  upon  locations  that  have 
been  made  of  the  character  described  in  the  bill, 
and  it  is  important  that  the  last  section  shall  pass 
in  order  to  confirm  the  titles  of  the  present  holders 
of  these  patents.  The  ofilces  where  there  are  lands 
of 'this  cnaracter  are  now  suspended,  as  fiur  as  the 
location  of  wmrrmnts  is  concerned,  and  have  been  • 
since  some  time  in  the  month  of  September  last. 
I  myself  know  of  hundreds  of  cases  where  indi- 
vidtials  are  now  held  in  suspense— locations  having 
been  made  and  the  Comoussioner  having  author- 
ized the  canceling  of  those  locations  in  some  in- 
stances and  the  suspension  of  them  in  others.  It 
is  therefore  important  that  the  patents  of  the  hold- 
ers shall  be  legalized. 

B^eving  that  the  bill  can  meet  with  no  objection 
from  any  part  of  the  House,  I  ask  that  it  be  put 
upon  its  passage  immediately.  If  objection  is 
made,  I  shall  move  its  reference  to  the  appropriate 
committee. 

Mr.  HALL.  This  is  a  bill  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  passed 
without  being  examined  by  a  committee.  I  there- 
fore move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bfll  vras  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

ASSIGNABILITT  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  BISSELL  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed, and  that  the  House  resolve  Itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union » 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  for  consideration  the 
joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  act  approved 
September  28th,  1850,  enutled  <<  An  act  granting 
bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  B.  said:  If  the  House  will  indulge  me  for 
a  single  moment,  I  will  state  that  there  are  matters 
contained  in  this  resolution  which  require  prompt 
action  on  the  part  of  this  House.  I  know  of  no 
measure  that  has  been  or  can  be  brought  before 
us  that  requires  prompt  action  more  than  the  mat- 
ters embraced  in  this  resolution.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  going  into  com- 
mittee and  passing  it  to-day. 

The  resolution  provides,  amongst  other  things. 
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for  compensi^tiQg  land  o^cera  for  locating  mUitary 
bounty  Wd  warfantB^  This  is  but  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, and  one  which  is  demanded  by  erery  princi- 
ple that  should  gorem  our  actiob  here. 

I  will  state  to  theHou8e>  that  there  are  land  offi- 
cers in  the  West  who,  under  the  impression  that 
compensation  would  be  made  to  them  for  locating 
these  warrants,  have  held  op  to  the  offices  for  two  or 
three  yearsi  which  only  yield  them  one  hundred 
doltars  a  year  above  clerk  hire.  The  very  fact 
that  alt  the  lands  around  them  in  their  ^districts 
are  entered  upon  by  these  warrants  prevents  them, 
of  course,  from  receiving  that  percentage  which 
they  have  heretofore  received  when  tlyeir  land  has 
been  entered  by  money.  All  that  they  get,  there- 
fore, is  the  $500  salary,  and  very  small  dribblings 
received  from  other  sources,  wnich  do  not  com- 
pensate them  for  their  labor.  1  hope  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  my  motion. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man, whether  it  is  his  purpose  to  ask  Umt  the 
other  parts  of  the  resolution  which  he  proposes  to 
take  up,  shall  be  passed,  besides  thai  to  wnich  he 
has  tthrredf 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  opposition  to  that 
|>art  of  the  gentleman's  resolution  to  which  he  has 
referred,  but  I  consider  it  a  matter  demanding  the 
utmost  deliberation  before  we  determine  to  create 
an  indefinite  and,  at  present,  unknown  extension 
of  the  law  of  1850,  granting  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  call  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der.   I  object  to  this  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BiitcLL't 
motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  81,  noes  36; 
[the  Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative  to  make  a 
quorum.] 

So  the  rules  were  suroended,  and 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiBBAanin  the  chair.) 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  to  pass  by  all  the 
bnsiness  preceding  the  joint  resolutioh  in  relation 
to  bounty  lands  warrants,  with  the  view  to  take 
np  and  consider  that  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  motion  is 
not  in  order.  The  135th  rule  requires  that  the 
business  shall  be  taken  up  in  committee  in  the  or- 
der in  which  it  stands  upon  the  calendar;  and  it 
is  a  question  for  the  committee  to  determine 
whether  they  will  proceed  with  the  first  business 
an  order,  or  whether  it  shall  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  right,  and  I  was  but  anticipating  the 
rule.  If,  however,  the  Chairman  will  designate 
what  the  business  is  that  precedes  the  resolution, 
I  will  move  to  pass  it  by. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Hovstom,]  for  the  distribution  of 
the  President's  meitage  to  the  several  standing 
committeea. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  to  lay  aside 
those  resolutions. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  understand  the  ^;en- 
tleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  SBvuoual  as  yueld-v 
ing  Uw  fioor  for  a  motion  of  that  sort.  When  the 
committee  was  last  in  aession,  that  gentleman  was 
entitled  to  the  floor,  and  is,  therefore,  now  entitled 
to  it.  Unless  he  shall  yield  the  fioor,  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  cannot  be  enter- 
tained. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  When  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  gave  way  for  the  committee  td 
rise,  he  lost  the  control  of  the  floor.    It  is  for  the 


committee  to  determine  each  day  what  busin 
they  win  take  up.    They  have  entire  control  of 
ttie  business. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  will  state 
that  when  the  committee  last  had  under  consider- 
ation the  President's  message,  the  floor  was 
awarded  to  me.  The  question  was  about  to  be 
taken  upon  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  HoctTOM;]  and  desir- 
ing to  offer  an  amendment  to  one  of  these  resolu- 
tions, I  obtained  the  floor,  t  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  an  extended  discussion,  but  merely  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  one  of  the  resolutions.  For 
One,  I  hope  that  the  President's  message  will  take 
precedence,  and  that  the  subjects  therein  contained 
will  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees,  so 
that  the  committees  of  this  House  may  have  sub- 
jects before  them  to  consider  during  the  recess,  or 
daring  the  time  when  this  House  will  not  be  •eri*^ 


ously  occupied  with  business  until  aAer  the  let  of 
January.  It  will  not  take  long  to  dispose  of  the 
message,  and  then  this  resolution  can  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  I  desire'  to  know  from  the  Chair  whether 
or  not  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  entitled 
)0  the  floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bu^ness  before  the 
committee  is  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  ^ntleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  in 
relation  to  the  President's  message.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Set^oub]  having  ob- 
tained the  floor  before  the  .committee  last  rose,  the 
Chair  decides  that  he  is  now  entitle  to  the  floor. 
From  that  decision  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
appeals;  and  the  question  now  is,  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  As  I  understand  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  desires  onlv  to 
occupy  the  floor  for  a  few  moments,  I  withdfraw 
the  appeal;  but  I  shall  renew  it  hereafter  with  a 
view  of  testing  the  propriety  of  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  - 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  want  that  question  decided 
at  once,  and  therefore  I  renew  the  appeal.  ' 
.   The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  Chair 
was  sustained.  * 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
eighth  resolution;  and  it  was  read  as  follovrs: 

"  8.  That  90  moch  of  said  meMSfe  as  r^tea  to  eoni- 
oieree,  Uie  improTemcot  of  harlwrs,  reciprocal  trade  be- 
tween the  United  State*  and  Canada,  and  other  British 
potaeMions  near  our  firontier,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce." 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  before  the  word  "harbors"  the  words 
"  rivers  and;"  and  also  to  strike  out  the  10th  reso- 
lution, which  provides  that  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  improvement  of  rivers  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  S.  said:  Mr.  Chairman, the  remarks  I  pro- 
pose to  submit  upon  this  amendment  will  be  very 
brief  and  of  an  entirely  practical  nature.  It  win 
be  perceived  that  the  resolution  as  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  pro- 
poses, among  other  things,  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  the  consideration  of  the  im- 
provement of  our  harbors;  whereas  the  same  res- 
olution proposes  to  submit  the  subject  of  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  to  ^e  Conamittee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.  Now,  the  amendment  which 
t  have  submitted  proposes  to  submit  the  consid- 
eration of  both  these  subjects  to  ^e  Committee 
on  Commerce,  as  has  been  the  praotice  of  the ' 
i^ouse  heretofore. 

I  am  aware  that  the  resolution  as  ofi*ere4  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  HoutTOli|J  is 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  ^Sth  rule  of  this 
House,  by  which  the  Conimittee  on  ^.oads  and 
Canals  vmm  established.  That  rale  provides,  that 
this  committee  shall  have  consideration  of  all  such 
petitions  and  matters  or  things  rdating^  to  rOads 
and  canalf,  and  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  rivers,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  may  come  in 
question,  or  be  referrea  to  them  by  Uie  House,  Ac. 
That  rule,  however,  I  wilt  remark,  hean  date 
twenty  years  ago;  and  if  raiUemtn  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examme,  thjey  Witl  find  that  the  univenial 
practice  of  the  House,  from  that  period  down  to 
the  present  time,  has  been  to  refer  all  matters  re- 
lating both  to  the  improvement  of  hmrbors  and 
rivers,  to  Uie  Committee  on  Commerce.  I  have 
not'been  able  to  find  a  single  instance  where  the 
two  subjects  have  been  separated.  Such  has  been 
the  uniiorm  oractioe  of  the  Houae,  and  I  suppose 
it  has  been  thus  uniform  for  eood  reasons.  A  fuH 
investigation  of  the  matter  Will  convince  gentlemen 
of  the  propriety  of  this  practice.  The  subjects 
themselves  are  of  a  similar  nature;  both  have  ref- 
erence to  matters  affecting  the  foreign  commerce 
of  th^  country. 

A  rule  which  has  been  promulgated — and  which 
we  have  endeavored,  certainly,  to  adhere  to,  in  re* 
lation  to  the  improvement  of  rivers— (hat  all  ap- 
propriations for  such  objects  shall  be  of  a  national 
character^  shows  the  propriety  of  the  reference  of 
all  matters  pertaii^ing  to  the  navigation  of  our  large 
rivera*  aa  wdl  as  thoss  pfrtaiaing  totha  impnnr*^ 


ment  of  our  harbors  upon  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coast,  or  upon  the  lak^,  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. The  committee  will  perceive  that  appro- 
priations made  for  these  sublets,  if  sepjarateo,  will 
oAen  be  expended  upoh  siinuar  objectsl  The  im- 
provement of  a  river  is  manv  times  the  improve- 
ment of  a  harbor — the  river  itself  helping  to  form 
that  harbor.    Gentlemen  are  aware  of  uie  rreat 

Fressure  for  appropriations  upon  these  subjects, 
trust,  therefore,  that  they  will  see  the  propriety 
and  importance  of  referring  them  both  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  in  order  that  those  subjects, 
which  are  kindred  in  th^ir  character,  may  be  con- 
sidered and  decided  upon  by  one  and  the  same 
committee.  If  the  House  if  to  pass  a  bill  the 
present  session,  making  such  appropriationa  aa 
our  constituents  may  reasonably  .expect,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  can  be  better  matural  iix  one  com- 
mittee than  in  both.  J  wish  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, in  making  ft  is  motion,  that  I  cast  no 
disrespect  upon  any  member  of  the  Committee  on 
^oads  and  Canals.  I  believe  that  thia,  or  any 
other  subject,  which  It  may  be  the  good  pleasure 
of  the  House  to  refer  to  tnem,  will  receive  their 
deliberate  and  impartial  investigation;  and  I  bdleve 
that  investigation  would  be  conducted  with  ability. 
I  make  tlie  motion  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
uniformity  of  proceeding  upon  tnis  subject,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  subservmg  to  what  I  believe  wiU 
be  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  in  r^ation  to 
these  matteVs.  I  present  these  remarks  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  and  I  leave  them 
to  make  what  disposition  of  the  subject  they  may 
deem  proper. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  As  this  subiect  furnishes  a 
theme  for  discussion  about  as  illimitable  as  any 
other,  I  move  that  it  be  now  laid  aside. 

Mr.  ROpiNSON..  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  committee  to  pass  it  over. 

Mr.  PISSELL.  Well,  I  make  the  motion  to 
lay  it  aside  temporarily,  in  order  to  take  np  the 
next  business  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissbll,]  if  the  rssolation 
which  he  proposes  taking  up,  has  bean  printed 
and  laid  upon  the  desks  of  members  ? 

Mr.  PISSELL.  It  has  been  printed,  but  U 
seems  has  not  been  very  generally  distributid. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  merely  remark  that  I  have 
just  sent  out  for  a  copy  of  it  and  cannot  obtain 
one. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
aside  the  resolution  under  consideration, 

Mr.  BJSSELL  demanded  tellers,  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Cartter  and  FowtAm  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  41,  noes  57;  no  quorum  voting. 

[Cries  of  "  Re-count!"  and  "Call  the  roU^T 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  roll  would  ba 
called  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  absenttea. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  coaumittee 
rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  c3&air, 
the  chairman  or  the  committee  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  th^  Union 
paving  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  bad  in- 
struoted  him  to  report  that  fact  to  the  Hoioaey  with 
the  names  of  (he  absented, 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  comtnittee 
resumed  its  session;  and  tne  question  being  taken 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  aside  the  resolution  under 
consideration,  the  tellers  reported— ^yea  65*  noes 
61. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  next  boaineM  in 
order  to  b^  a  joint  resolution  ett)Ianatory  ef  the  met 
approved  September  98,  1850,  entitled  <'Aji  met 
granting  bounty  land  td  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  sarvica  of 
the  United  States."  ;     ' 

Ail r.  -DUN  H  AM  desired  to  offer  an  amendment* 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tetineaaee,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution. 

'It  was  read  by  the  Clerk.    The  following  ia  the 
first  section,  as  reiid: 

Re9olvei  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  RtpneHdatiwe*  o/' 
the  United  SMeeof  t/Smeriea  M  Qtmfpreee  atttmttidf  Tt»t 
ooching  in  the  aet  approved  a«p«eail>er  98.  IBfii,  <«  fram- 
ing boimly  land  to  c^aia  oAceis  and  soMicrB  wbo  hara 
been  engaged  in  the  miUtary  service  <»f  the  United  States,*' 
Aall  be  constraed  aa  to  prevent  tbe  safe  and  traaaAn-  oTany 
eertiflcate  or  warrant  ianied  by  irirtae  of  taid  aet»  prior  «o 
tlMloealKko  of  tbe  aamsf  or  tile  iasaa  of  Hie  pateat  1 


Mr.  DUNHAM*    I  datiri  to  ofiWr  an  amend- 


1861 


THE  .CONQBEg^ONAL  GLOBS. 

■  ■■  ^■a-       1^1  ■—   ^  _—  .1  Ilia      I.I       !■       ^Mfc    ■■■     ^mi-  ^»    ■■       fc    ^— ^^— m^^.^— i^^^i^   ■■  .^—i ^-j^M*^    ■<    ■ 


143 


Btent,  which  I  MO^  to  the  table,  to  come  in  as  an 
■dditio&a]  Metioa. 

Tke  CHAIRMAN.  Dees  the  gentleman  from 
liHiin«^j>ropoae  to  amend  the  first  section  ? 
Mr.  PPyHAM.  I  do  not. 
Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgria.  I  suggest  to 
tike  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dcnham,]  that 
hm  nMyve  to  amend  in  snoh  a  manner  that  the 
whole  shall  take  the  form  of  an  act,  and  not  of  a 
Isolation. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  made  a  repl7  that  was  entirely 
i— ttdible  to  the  reporter. 
'  Mr.  STEPHENS.    Then  I  move  to  amend  the 
section  ;  by  striking  out  the  word  **  Resolved , " 
inserting  the  wo^s  *'  Re  it  enacted. " 

miestion  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 

Tr.  FICKLIN.    I  move  to  amend  the  first 
by  inserting  the  fbHowing  as  a  substitute 


L  Tliat  bcresAer  all  military  bounty  land  war- 
^alf  be  aaalfnaMe  by  indomement  thereon,  and  may 
by  a  «p««iil  or  blank  SMignmeiit,  but  uliall  in  all 
^  <etid  on  tbe  day  (tf  the  aMlcnment,  attetted  by  two 
wltnO0Mt,aDd  acknowladged  before  aome  officer 
ID  lake  tbe  acknnwled^ent  of  deeds,  who 
tbat  the  penKm  makint  the  asaifnroent  it  per- 
10  bin  to  be  the  individual  making  tbe  as- 
or  tbat  bis  ideatity  was  eelablif  bed  by  two  com- 
wbielftaidaasifament  to  be  atteMed  by 
of  a  eovit  of  tfie  proper  county,  and  ahall  authorise 
to  locate  tbe  cafd  warrant  in  Ma  own 


fr.  FICKLIN.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
,  lo  ei^>]anation  of  th6  amendment  I  propose, 
i  eoneur  entirely  with  my  friend  iVom  Geor- 
'  -.  SrBPBBift,]  that  it  is  proper  that  this 
in  should  throughout  assume  the  form  of 
I  thiBk.it  proper  also  that,  instead  of  say- 
BOthin|^  in  the  act  shall  be  coutnied  to 
an  assignment,  that  there  shomd  be  an 
anthoritT  given  to  make  the  assignment; 
.  the  mode  of  making  it  should  be  designs- 
y  so  that  all  may  understand  it.  As  I  under- 
bA  It,  air,  the  aa  which  has  heretofore  been 
|Mbi  weJHFTg  land  warrants  assignable,  is  so 
MW^fasit  infinite  frauds  upon  the  €ravemment  in 
■■Uof^  assignments  have  been  committed;  and 
IkMlMW  lotetlon  after  toother  has  been  set  aside 
hf'^kB  ywy  I  officers  of  Gkrvemment,  because  of 
Jgfttli  m  tbe  assienment  and  transfer  of  warrants. 
{  m  Bqit  prepared  to  say  that  the  amendment  I 
is  perf^;  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
PW  be  an  amoMbnent  giving  express 
to  the  holders  of  ^ese  warrants  to  as- 
aa^'alao  pointing  out  the  mode  .and 
wiwmHaog'  that  assignment,  so  that  it  may 
~  by  every  person  how  he  can  effect 
of  these  warrants  to  make  them 

ofiMM. 

L.  As  the  amendment  proposed  by 

[Mr.  FrcKLiir}  ahns  at  the  aecom- 

l%e  same  object  as  the  fiiet  resolution 

».and  perhaps  is  better  adapted  to  acr 

"  obiect,  I  see  no  objection  to  its  being 

eiA>jectwin  perhaps  be  more  cer- 

more  CTfectively  attained. 

JpOCNTQN.    I  ask  that  the  amendment 

ffWy  *•  I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks 

iBeetoitw 

VW  amendment   was    accordingly    read 


^rh< 


as 


UENTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  some 
ta  the  form  prescnribed.in  the  proposed 
It.  It  would  be  much  bett^,  sir^  to  pro- 
mmp}f  that  the  warrants  shall  be  assignable, 
MjrAe  torn  to-be  preeertbed  by  thie  Commfs- 
piikt  Gcdmf  tiand  Office.  The  practice 
'  i3i  reference  to  warrants  issued  under  the 
r  IdlTy  to  accompany  them  with  the  blank 
__  tf  ttM.  asi%;nmef^t.  The  form  prescribed 
^Mtf  V*  obfeiigonable,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
Aii^  flMttthe  law  would  not  be  in  the  hands  prob- 
Mf  af  ten  out  of  n  htmdred-  of  those  that  will 
hA  iknrr  imrrante.  But  9f  authority  be  giren 
thsst  warrants  assignable,  under  the  in- 
aif'the  Confmisstoner  of  the  General 
S  in  the  form  of  the  assi^ment  accom- 
dM  wttrmat,  every  individual,  when  he 
^  ^f  wifl  at  once  have  the  form 


ntXISSs    With  the  permission  of  my 

MM  IsAoia,  [Mr.  BanrroN,]  I  wish  to 

If  he  Is  QOt  aw^re  that  such  instructions 

giveto  under  the  actWT  1847, 

of  walrrants  being 


7    p^  ■*' 


rU.- 


located  these  locations  haje  been  set  aside  one  or 
two  years  after  the  location  for  a  defect  in  the 
assignment  ?' 

Nfr.  BRENTON.  I  will  answer  thejg^entleman, 
that  such  is  the  fact;  but  the  remedy  is  not  to  be 
found  by  imbodying  the  form  of  the  assignment 
in  the  law.  It  is  true,  sir,  under  my  own  obser- 
vation, that  thousands  of  these  warrants  have, 
during  tbe  last  fgw  years,  been  assigned  in  the 
most  informal  manner,  even  with  the  blank  form  of 
assignment,  arid  by  attorneys  who  hsTe  acted  for 
the  holders  of  warrants.  If  the  form  of  assignment 
is  embraced  in  the  law,  and  no  authority  «ven  to 
have  it  printed  upon  the  warrants  themselves,  the 
law  will  not  be  generally  circulated,- and  ^jeater 
evils  and  informalities  will  grow  out  of  it  than 
have  grown  out  of  the  practice  heretofore. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  1  would  inouire  of  the  honor- 
able member  from  Indiana,  if  tne  printing  of  this 
first  section,  as  to  the  mode  of  assignment  upon 
the  warrant,  would  not  obviate  his  objection  en- 
tirely? 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  answer  the  inquiry  of  the 
gentleman  further:  Under  the  act  or  1847,  the^ 
ninth  section  of  that  act,  by  which  these  warrants 
are  authoi^ed  to  be  issued,  and  by  whidi  they 
were  made  assignable,  accompanied  the  warrant, 
and  was  then  followed  by  a  bill  of  instructions 
from  the  Commissioner  himself,  printed  upon  the 
back,  prescribing  the  form  in  wnich  these  war- 
rants should  be  assigned;  and  I  conceive  all  that 
is  necessary  in  making  these  warrants  assignable, 
is  to  leave  the  matter  with  the'  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  prescribe  the  form,  and 
td  haxe  that  form  printed  upon  the  back  of  the 
warrant,  that  every  holder  may  have  it  directly 
before  his  eye.  I  nave  known  nundreds  of  cases 
where  warrants  have  passed  into  the  hands  of 
attorneys  who  have  undertaken  to  transact  this 
business,  and  these  warrants  have  come  to  the 
Land  Office  regularly  assigned  apparently,  but 
with  only  one  attesting  witness,  and  in  many  cases 
with  no  seal  of  any  officer  attached  to  them. 

The  instructions  should  be  njade  so  specific  that 
every  individual  who  hotds  a  warrant,  however 
ignorant,  may  be  enabled  to  fill  up  the  assign- 
ment, and  to  put  his  name  to  it  so  as  to  tove,  in 
the  language  of  the  law  of  1850,  the  soldiers  from 
any  expense  wBatever  in  the  location  of  their 
warrants.  I  would  remark  farther,  sir,  while  upon 
this  point,  that,  as  regards  the  location  of  these 
warrants,  the  provision's  of  law  in  reference  to  the 
expenses  incarred  by  the  soldiers  have,  to  my 
nund,  been  contravened.  Expenses  have  been 
incurred  by  the  holders  of  warrants  issued  under 
the  act  of*^  1850,  which,  1  think,  are  wholly  un- 
called for,  in  order  to  their  location.  I  am  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  transfer  or  assignment  of  all  these 
Wai^nts,  and  Want  a  provision  inserted  in  the 
first  section,  such  as  shall  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  or  the  Commls- 
sionefr  of  Penidohs,  issuine  the  warrants,  to  cause 
to  be  printed  upon  the  back  of  them  the  form  of 
an  assignment,  such  as  shaU  be  recognized  by  the 
proper  authority  for  the  location  of  tl^e  warrants. 
Ana  as  I  have  not  the  amendment  before  me,  and 
I  do  not  know  at  what  point  precisely  to  intro- 
duce that  provision,  I  will  leave  it  with  the  cx)m- 
mittee,  that  it  may  be  introduced.  In  that  form 
and  with  that  change  in  the  proposed  amendment 
I  ishall  favor  it. 

Anpther  point,  sir.    If  I  understand  the  lan- 

Siage  of  the  proposed  amendment,  it  is  simply 
at  hereafter  all  warrants  shall  be  made  assigna- 
ble. Is  the  language  there  used  intended  to  em- 
brace all  warrants  now  outstanding,  or  warrants 
which  shall  hereafWr  be  issued?  It  should  be 
made  retrospective. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  It  means  all  outstanding  war- 
rants.   It  embraces  all  wairants. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  supposed  that  was  the  in- 
tention. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
form  which  it  is  proposed  the  Commissioner  shall 
adopt,  cannot  reach  the  thousands  of  warrants  al- 
ready out;  therefore  I  think  that  We  should  fix  in 
substance  the  form,  so  that  holders  of  warrants 
already  issued  can  have  the  help  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  may  know  how  to  assign  them.  I 
think,  therefore,  (hat  the  form  proposed  in  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ficklin]  should 
be  adopted;  and  if  it  is  uiought  advisable,  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Conraiissioher,  or  require  that  any  war- 
raBte  hereafter  to  be  issusd,  should  lUtve  printed 


upon  them  the  form  correspondiogWith  what  we 
here  contemplate,  it  will  be  well.  But,  in  addition 
to  that,  it  is  necessary  here  to  fix  the  substance  of 
the  form,  in  order  to  meet  the  case  of  warrants 
already  passed  beyond  the  control  of  the  Com- 
missioner.' I 

Mr.  BRENTON.  There  is  very  little  difference 
between  me  and  my  fHend  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
BfssELL.]  There  is  no  difference  as  regards  the 
propriety  of  the  a^i^ment  and  the  form  of  the 
assignment.  The  point  is  this,  to  get  the  assign- 
ment in  such  a  form  that  the  mass,  tbe  illitenite 
and  the  uneducated,  shall  understand  it. 

Mr.  C ARTTER.    I.  nse  to  a  question  of  order. ' 
It  is  this:  is  it  competent  to  discuss  the  point  the 
gentleman  is  now  discussing,  when  there  is  no 
amendment  before  the  committee.    He  said  he  has 
an  amendment  somewhere  in  contemplation. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  am  thankful  that  the  or- 
derly gentleman  fVom  Ohio  has  called  my  attention 
to  a  point  of  order.  I  always,  as  a  stranj^er  to 
parliamentary  proceedings^  feel  myself  undef  ob- 
ligation to  any  gentleman  who  sets  me  right,  and 
puts  me  in  order  when  I  am  out  of  order.  I  un- 
derstand that  in  discussing  this  question  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  would  have  a  ri^ht  to 
take  up  and  discuss  every  letter  and  syllable  of 
this  section,  as  well  as  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  still  be  in  order.  I  only  suggested  to  my 
friend  fVom  Illinois  [Mr.  FicKLmjthe  propriety 
of  havihg  that  amendment  so  chanj?ed  as  to  author- 
ize the  indorsement  of  the  form  of  the  assignment 
upon  (h^'  back  of  the  warrant. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  have  no  objection.  It  is 
right. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
submit  an  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  wtt. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  then  submitted  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, vizi 

In  coDfimnity  with  a  Ibm  to  be  prescribed  bjrtfie  Com- 
nkivioner  of  ilie  Geaersl  Lsad  Office. 

Mr.  BISSELL.'  One  suggestion  upon  that 
amendment:  It  would  not  reach  the  warrants 
already  out. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  apprehend  it  will,  just  aft 
readilv  as  the  form  suggested  by  the  gendeman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bbenton.]  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  detain  the  committee.  I  believe  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  House  would  like  to  see 
theee  land  warrants  made  assignable.  I  believe  that 
is  the  desire  of  the  country — particulariy  of  those 
persons  to  whom  these  warrants  have  been  issued. 
The  object  bf  the  gentlemen  who  have  discussed 
this  ouestioh  is  to  adopt  some  form  by  which  this 
may  be  done.  Now,  sir,  I  think  there  is  no  bet- 
ter person  to  prescribe  a  form  for  such  warrants 
than  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  amendment  I  move  to  come  in  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section  will  meet  that  view.  I  propoi«e 
these  land  warituits  shall  be  made  assignable  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  That  will  be  known  to  the 
country,  and  accessible  to  everybody,  and  prob- 
ably yim\  be  printed  upon  the  back  of  the  land 
warrant  itselff  This  I  think  meets  the  views  of 
die  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Brsntok,]  so 
intelligently  expressed.  1  will  add  to  my  amend- 
ment ute  words,  '*  and  be  printed  upon  the  back 
of  the  warrant."  It  is  Tery  evident,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  these  land  warrants  are  to  be  made  as- 
signable; and  I  think  if  these  words  are  adopted, 
they  will  meet  the  views  of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  Chan>  under- 
stand the  gentleman  to  modify  his  amendment? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  \  think  my  amendment  as  first 
offerlxi  will  meet  the  wishes  of  gentlemen,  and  I 
will  not  modify  it. 

Mr.  RICHaRDSON.  I  move  the  committee 
rise.    My  object  is  to  terminete  this  debate. 

Several  Mbmberi.    "Oh,  no!"  "Oh,  no!" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  the  resolution  I  in- 
tend to  propose  is  adopted,  we  can  go  back  into 
committee  egain;  gentlemen  can  offer  all  of  their 
propositions,  have  a  vote  upon,  and  five  minutes 
to  debate  them.  I  want  to  terminate  this  sort  of 
debate,  as  there  is  evidently  no  good  to  result  from 
it.    I  move  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.    Tht  amendrntnt 
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of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  is  one 
in  substitution  of  the  first  section — ^is  it  not,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN  assented. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  suppose 
it  is  in  order  to  perfect  the  first  section  before  the 
Vot(|  is  taken  upon\he  substitute.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  proviso,  to  come  in  after  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  I  desire  its  adoption,  although  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  the  impression  of  the 
Chair  that  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Taylor,]  being  in  fact  to 
perfect  the  first  section  ^  takes  precedAice.  The 
first  vote  must  be  upon  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  supposed  it 
was  an  amendment  to  the  substitute  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND  c^Ied  for  the  reading  of 
the  section  as  it  would  be  if  the  amendment  were 
adopted;  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  will  detain 
the  House  but  for  a  moment.  The  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  subject  now  before  them  is  a 
matter  very  well  ascertained.  We  will  not  reach 
the  time  when  we  can  proceed  to  vote  upon  these 
questions  at  all,  so  long  as  there  is  a  gentleman  in 
uiis  Halldisposed  to  go  on  and  make  a  speech, 
except  by  proceeding  according  to  the  regular  rule; 
that  regular  rule  is,  that  in  the  House  we  shall 
pass  a  resolution  which  shall  limit  debate  to  five 
minutes.  Then  every  gentleman  can  havean  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  amendments  and  of  making  five 
minutes '  speeches  upon  them,  and  those  opposed  to 
them  will  have,  also,  five  minutes  in  whicn  to  state 
their  objections.  If  we  are  disposed  to  go  on  and 
get  through  with  this  matter,  which  has  been  half 
passed  upon  already  by  this  House  and  the  Senate, 
there  can  be  but  one  motion  now  introduced  that 
is  in  order,  which  will  cause  the  business  to  pro- 
cess, and  that  is,  sir,  that  the  committee  rise.  I 
intend,  if  the  committee  rise,  to  present  the  reso- 
lution I  have  indicated,  which  I  hope  may  pass. 

Mr:  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  nse,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  a  question  of  order.  I  had  thefioor 
and  yielded  it  but  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Tatlor,]  to  learn  to  what  end  that  amendment 
was  submitted.  I  did  not  think  proper  to  inter- 
rupt the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  while  he  was 
addressing  the  committee.  My  question  of  order 
is,  that  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to  offer  the  mo- 
tion, as  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  my  friend  has  been  cutoff'so  unceremo- 
niously.    I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  understand  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  section,  and  that  it  is  in  order 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment:  I  there- 
fore offer  the  amendment  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table,  to  come  in  after  the  amendment  of 
the  first  section. 

The  amendment  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Provided,  That  in  all  eaaei  th«  aMignmeat  ^all  be  ac- 
knowledged or  proven  by  two  subacribing  wf tnesMs,  before 
■ome  ofRcer  authorized  to  take  tbe  probate  or  deedP,  who 
•hall  certify  under  hi*  seal  of  office  that  tlie  person  making 
ttie  sMiignnient  !•  permnally  known  in  him,  or  that  hi*  or 
ber  identity  has  been  proven  by  two  credible  witnesses. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  move  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  the  whole,  in  order  to  simplify  the 
subject. 

A  Member.    The  gentleman  is  out  of  order* 

Mr.  WALSH.  Only  one  word,  as  was  al- 
lowed the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Brsn- 
TON.]  Thedifficulty  has  been,  it  is  said,  that  these 
persons  will  -not'  understand  the  particular  rules 
eoveming  these  assignments,  established  by  this 
House.  Now,  every  man  in  every  city  under- 
stands the  local  laws  governing  tne  transfer  of 
real  property,  i  desire  to  so  amend  the  bill  that 
said  assignments  shall  be  authenticated  in  all  re- 
n>€cts  in  the  transfer  of  land  as  authenticated  in 
the  State  where  said  assignments  are  made. 

Mr.  HAiI^KI3,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  which  is,  that  there  is  a  substitute  pend- 
ing for  the  whole  of  the  first  section;  that  there  is 
an  amendment  to  an  amendment  perfecting  the 
first  section,  and  therefore  no  other  amendment 
is  in  order,  according  to  my  idea  of  the  rules.  I 
make  the  questfon  of  order.  ' 

-Tiia  CHAIRMAN.    That  m  the  impression  of 
the  Chair.    The  proposition  submitted  by  the  gen- 


tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  was  in  fact  a 
substitute.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tay- 
lor] moved  an  amendment  to  the  original  section, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  do,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Harris]  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  whicn  is  now  the  ques- 
tion before  the  committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  If  I  understand 
aright  I  would  not  certainly  intervene  between  any 
gentleman,  and  any  wish  he  has  in  regard  to  the 
offering  of  an  amendment.  1  will  say  the  motion 
I  proposed  to  make  is  one  which  will  cause  the 
aavanoement  of  business;  and  when  this  step  has 
been  taken  every  gentleman  will  still  have  m  the 
committee,  upon  the  same  subject,  the  right  to 
offer  amendments.  I  therefore  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  with  reference  to  the  putting  a  limit 
upon  debate.  We  cannot  ^et  along  if  members 
are  permitted  to  offer  all  the  ideas  they  desire. 

I  move  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  .was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr.  Hib- 
Iiard]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
had  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration ,  and  particularly  the  loint  resolutions 
explanatory  of  the  act,  passed  28th  of  September, 
1850,  entitled  **  An  act  granting  bountu  lands  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers  enf^^  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States, '^  had  made  progress 
therein,  but  had  come  to  na conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  offer  the 
usual  resolution  for  closing  debate  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  five 
minutes  after  the  said  committee  shall  have  again 
resumed  its  session. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  a  privileged 
question,  and  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion,  upon  a  division  of  the  House,  was 
agreed  to — ayes  64,  noes  56. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

NOTICES  OF  BILIie. 

Mr.  WErOHTMANyOfNew  Mexico,  gave  notice,  trader 
the  rule,  of  hie  intention  to  introduce  the  following  mile: 

A  liill  to  sutborize  tbe  Governor  of  New  Mexico  to  call 
an  extra  seasion  of  tbe  Legislature,  if  the  same  shall  bj 
bim  be  considered  necessary  tod  expedient,  and  ibr  other 
porposes ; 

A  bill  to  extend  to  offlcers  and  enlisted  nwen  of  the  Arnif , 
and  to  voltinteers  and  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  by  competent  authority,  and  doing  duty  in 
New  Mexico,  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  September  ^tb, 
1850.  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tbe  Army; 

A  Dill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  uvil  otteers  in  New 
Mexico; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  New 
Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

A  bill  providing  for  the  arming  and  equipping  the  militia 
of  New  Mexico  ;  and  ' 

A  bill  to  provide  for  a  gecriogical  and  mlneralogical  survey 
of  New  Mexico. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  flic.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  refoned  to  tbe  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER:  The  petition  of  Passed  Assistant 
Surgeon  JKichard  McSberry,  of  the  United  States  naval 
service,  to  recover  compensadon  for  extra  services  per- 
formed in  Mexico. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joshua  Lewis,  a  disabled  mechanic 
of  tbe  national  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  praying  to  be 
placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

Dy  Mr.  ANDREWS :  The  petition  of  George  F.  Patten 
and  others,  of  Bath,  for  tiie  inA|>rovement  of  Kennebec  river 
by  the  erection  of  beacons,  boovs,  and  spindles,  and  for  an 
appropriation  of  ^,000  to  complete  the  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Francis  Tribon,  for  an  invalid  pen- 
sion ;  and  the  petition  of  William  Elwell,  for  the  same. 

B v  Mr.  CHANDLER :  Tbe  memorial  of  Thomas  C. 
Rockwell,  Whelan  &  Co.,  and  many  oth«r  merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  Congress  to  purchase  tbe  remaining 
stock  in  the  liOuisvUle  and  Portland  canal. 

By  Mr.  BO  WNB :  Tbe  petition  of  Joshua  R.  Bands, 
praying  for  tbennj^nentof  the  expenses  incurred  in  oafry> 
ing  out  Hon.  Wilson  Shannon  as  Minister  to  Mexico. 

Also,  the  petition  of  C.  L.  Franklin  and  others,  assistant 
marshals  of  Kings  county,  southern  district  of  New  York, 
for  increased  compensation  for  taking  th»  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  CHASTAIN :  Tbe  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Paulding  coun^,  Georgia,  praying  for  the  extension  of  mail 
route  No.  3376  (Vom  Rome  to  Cedartown,  Georgia,  to  Piuup- 
klnville  post  office,  Georgia. 

^        IN  SENATE. 

TrESDAT,  Deumber  23,  1851. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 

FLOGGING  IN  tHS  NAVT. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  temport  laid  bafore  the 
Stnata  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  letters  from  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment in  the  Navy,  and  a  revision  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Navy  by  a  board  of  naval 
officers. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  this  communication, 
with  the  accompanying  papers^  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  NaVal  Anairs,  and  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.  And  I  also  give  notice, 
that  instead  of  calling  up  the  memorial  of  the  Sen- ' 
ator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brodbead,!  as  I 
intended  to  do  to-day,  1  shall  postpone  calling  it 
up  until  the  6th  of  January,  when  I  hope'  that 
those  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  this  pracUce 
will  be  prepared  to  give  their  views  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  -I  wish  merely  to  say,  that  this 
is  a  question  of  some  interest,  agitating  the  public 
mind  in  many  quarters  to  a  consider^le  extent; 
and  I  hold  that  tne  whole  matter  should  so  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs^  who  should  take  it 
into  their  deliberate  consideration,  and  make  a 
written  report,  which  may  go  out  to  the  country. 

Mr.  G WIN.  I  have  moved  that  the  comroa- 
nication  and  papers  go  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  stated  that  I  will  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  presented  oy  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  until  the  6th  of  Januar^r. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  communication 
and  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  petiUon  of  citi- 
zens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  stock 
owned  bj^dividuals  in  the  Lfouisville  and  Port- 
land Canal  may  be  purchased  by  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  thesCommitee  on  Roade 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Catherine  Elmes,  widow  of  Ai&ed  W. 
Elmes,  a  surgeon  in  the  Army,  (laying  apflBfion ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pftisions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  additioi^  doo- 
uments  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Wi&nm  L. 
Meredith;  which  were  referred  to  the  Comimttee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Jesse  E.  Brown  in  his  own  right,  and  asadministrm- 
tor  of  Wm.  J.  Russell,  deceased,  complaining  that 
injustice  has  been  done  him  and  his  intestate  in 
the  rejectidn,  by  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  settling  claims  against  Mexico,  of  a  larfe  por^ 
tion  of  their  claim  for  indemnity,  and  prayipg  that 
a  tribunal  may  be  establishea  for  reviewing  the 
decisions  of  tnat  Board;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFERRSD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McRAE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Samael  Colbum  have  leave  to  wlttidravr 
his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,4t  was 

Ordered,'  That  the  memorial  of  Charles  8.  Jackaon,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  qb 
Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Militaij  AffiUrt  be  dis- 
charged ilrom  die  ftirtber  coi^siderafion  of  the  memorial  of 
Preston  Starritt  and  oAiers,  and  that  it  be  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflkirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Retolreil,  That  the  Committee  on  Mllitsrj  Aiikfn  bedi^ 
chaned  from  the  fbrther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  W. 
R.  Hallett,  administrator  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  A  Airs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfRurs  be  dis- 
charced  from  the  f\irtiier  consideration  of  tbe  memorial 
of  Richard  M.  Johnson,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com> 
Boittee  on  Naval  Aflbirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tbe  petition  of  CharlM  Lee  Jeoes,  oa  the 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  BiiU> 

tary  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition.of  Jolw  W.  Whipple,  on  tbe 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  A^dmmlttee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  heirs  of  James  Bell  have  leave  to  witb 
draw  their  petition  and  paperi. 

H         NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  gatre  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  inti^uce'a  bill  to  incrsaee  the 
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mencj  of  the  Anny  by  a  retired  list  for  disabled 


CHRrSTMAS  HOUDATS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ori€redj  Tbat  wbeo  tiie  Senate  tdtjottraa  this  day,  it  ad- 
lo  meet  afaio  on  Friday  o«it. 


RSrORTS  OF  STANIHNG  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil* 
itarr  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tl^e  joint  res- 
mAa&mt  autborizing  the  President  of  the  United 
to  confer  the  title  of  Lieutenant  G^eneral,  by 
t,  for  eminent  services,  reported  it  witliout 


Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
AfiidrB,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Bfazgaret  Hetzel,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
%|rm  ial!  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Hetzel, 
"^     \  and  administratrix  of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late 
tt  quartermaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 


The  bOI  waa  read  and  passed  to  the  second 


Oi/^er^  That  ibe  Mil  he  printed. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
referred  the  memorial  of  Roger  Jones,  sub- 
^ttad  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
ff  Adjtttant  Oeneral  Roger  Jones. 

The  bOt  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 


That  (be  report  %e  printed. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  from- the  Committee  on 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
ish  to  the  State  of  Iowa  the  lands  reserved 
eprings  therein,  reported  it  without  amend- 


KAVAI,  DEp6t  AT  KEY  WEST. 

l^MLALLORT  submitted  the  following  reso- 
^*       vhich  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
■  to: 


,  Tbat  the  Committee  oti  Nava)  AffUra  be  to- 
la tiiqaire  into  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
M  Naval  DepGt  at  Key  West,  in  tiio  l^e  of 


TO  COMMITTEE  ON  PENSIONS. 


I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution,  and 

UDmnimouB  consent  of  the  Senate  that  it 

^llMMwidared  now. 

on  was  read,  as  follows: 

t  the  €omuiitle«  on  Pensiona  be  author- 
,  to  eanploy  a  dwk. 

HISON.    Unless  the  pension  busi- 

greatly  increased  within   the  last  few 

is  no  necessity  to  appoint  a  clerk  to 

1  was  a  member  of  that  commit- 

&me— I  believe  for  about  two  years — 

best  of  my  recollection,  two  members 

imittee  disposed  of  all  the  business 

faefcire  that  committee.    Two'  working 

were  at  that  time  amply  sufficient  to  dis- 

aH  the  business  without  occupying  half  of 

Now,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has 

an  increase  of  business  as  to  require  a 

if  does4Kem  to  me  that  five  members, 

OWH^itute  that  committee,  can  dispose  of  pen- 

'    mm.    Thew  claims  ara^enerally  disposed 

the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 

..    The  memorial  is  enclosed  to  the  Commis- 

V  and  he  cives  his  opinion  in  relation  to  it, 

the  taw  and  Its  application  to  the  facts; 

dificult- matter  tiien  for  the  committee 

whether  they  wiQ  allow  or  disallow 


'.  MNES,  of  Iowa.    I  believe,  sir,  that  an 
iavh^  to  the  GK)vemment  will  be  the  re- 
iCthe  employment  of  this  clerk.    It  is  his 
io  enrry  eomiminications,  petitions,  and  pa- 
in erery  case,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
t»  eonfer  «^th  him;  to  ascertain  the  facts  in 
gut  raKMGtitely;  atid  also  communicate  by 
«^  tne  Commissioner,  by  order  of  the 
^'^'rhieach  case.    At  the  last  session  of 
&m  iiak  of  our'  committee  addressed 
or  tfanw  hundred  communications  to  the 
nuule  very  frequent  visits  to  him 
if  ifeeooMittte,  ana  also  prepared  a 


synopsis  of  each  case;  and  1  am  well  satisfied  that 
a  great  saving  to  the  Government  was  the.  result 
of  his  labors.  1  know  this  as  a  fiict;  and  at  the  first 
session  of  Congress  which  I  attended,  in  1848,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  (Gk>vemor 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana)  assured  me' that  almost 
the  whole  business  was  in  bis  hands;  that  the 
committee  permitted  him  to  make  reports  in  nearly 
every  case.  At  tlie  last  session  of  Congress  a 
similar  course  would  have  been  pursued  if  I,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  had  been  willing  to 
assume  so  much  responsibility.  This  I  dedmed 
to  do,  and  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  be 
subserved  by  the  appointment  of  a  clerk.  On  this, 
as  I  have  just  remarked,  the  committee  were  unan- 
imous; and  in  consequence  a£  the  ^eat  number  of 
cases  now  before  us,  and  the  utter  impossibility  of 
obtaining  the  services  of  the  different  members  of 
the  committee,  they  have  therefore  instructed  me 
to  offer  this  resolution;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  by 
doing  so  the  business  of  the  claimants  will  be  bet- 
ter attended  to,  and  a  considerable  saving  to  the 
country  be  effected. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  am  satisfied  with  what 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  has  said,  and  I  will  take 
his  word,  without  any  argument.  I  did  not  know 
that  this  proposition  came  fVom  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  or  was  presented  by  that  Senator.  The 
reasons  he  has  assigned  I  think  are  sufficient  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

REINVESTIGATION  OF  SETTLED  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  desire  tO'ofi*er  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Rnoloedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  JsdJdary  be  ia- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ivoviding  by  luw 
for  the  reinvestigation,  by  the  Judicial  department  of  the 
Government,  of  all  paymentM  made  by  any  of  the  executive 
departments,  when  there  ia  ground  to  apprelieod  fiaod  or 
mistake. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  a  statement,  and  then  to  ask 
for  the  immediate  consideration  of  this  resolution. 

I  brought  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  perhaps  two  years  since.  The  necessity 
of  some  provision  of  this  sort  grew  out  of  a  case 
somewhat  personal  to  ray  family.  I  had  an  old 
uncle  who  happened  to  be  a  revolutionary  captain 
in  George  Rogers  Clark's  regiment.  He  died  in 
1794;  and  under  the  act  of  18;^,  allowing  half  pay, 
there  were  some  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  to 
which  my  family  were  entitled,  and  which  some 
twenty  years  af  o  they  drew  from  the  Treasury. 
Subsequent  to'that  time  a  North  Carolina  family 
sprung  up,  pretending  to  be  the  heirs  of  John 
Rogers  deceased,  insisting  that  he  Hved  till  1822 
or  1823,  and  drew  from  the  Treasury  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  services  of  the 
same  man  whose  family  had  drawn  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars  before.  This  money  was  drawn 
two  or  three  days  before  I  reached  Washington, 
and  when  I  was  informed  of  it,  I  went  at  once  to 
the  department  and  made  some  inquiry  to  know 
how  this  had  happened.  They  showed  me  a 
bundle  of  papers  in  which  there  was  affidavit  after 
affidavit,  ana  memorial  on  memorial,  and  circum- 
stance aher  circumstance,  to  show  that  this  North 
Carolina  family  Ivere  the  real  descendants  of  John 
Rogers,  alleging  that  he  had  been  a  married  man, 
and  left  a  great  many  children;  when,  in  fact,  the 
r^  John  Ro^rs  was  never  married,' and  died  a 
bachelor.  Well,  1  asked  if  there  Was  no  way  of 
investigating  this  matter,  and  getting  the  money 
back  again.  It  was  said  that  perhaps  the  decis- 
ion of  the  department  was  final,  and  there  could 
be  no  reinvestigation;  and  thus  it  appears  that  two 
sums  of  money  have  been  paid  in  consequence  of 
the  services  of  the  same  man.  For  the  reputation 
of  my  family,  allow  me  to  remark,  that  I  was 
oblig^  to  send  home  and  get  copies  of  the  ori^nal 
commission,  which  fortunately  had  been  retained; 
and  we  also  retained  the  diploma  of  his  being  a 
member  of  the  Cincinnati  Society,  signed  by  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  countersigns  by  Knox. 
It  80  happened  tliat  the  claim  twenty  years  ago, 
on  bebalr  of  the  true  representatives  of  Jonn 


Rogers  was  made  on  the  affi4avit  of  a  single  sol- 
dier, and  it  was  overruled  by  the  pile  of  affidavits 
to  which  I  have  referred;  and  we  were  told  that 
there  could  be  no  reinvestigation,  because  the  ac- 
tion of  the  department  was  final.  I  brought  this 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and,  since  that  time,  I  have  re- 
ceived letter  after  letter  stating  other  cases  of  pre- 
cisely ^he  same  kind.  I  hope  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  will  attend  to  it.  I  once  drew  up  a 
bill  for  the  remedying  of  this  evil,  but  it  fell  through. 
I  w^t  them  to  provide  by  law  a  remedy  in  case 
of  payments  being  made  by  the  Executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Grovemment,  where  there  is  ground  to 
apprehend  fraud  or  mistidce,  thai  remedy  to  be  by 
bruiging  suit  against  the  party  supposed  tojbe  in 
the  wrong,  and  make  them  refund  the  money. 
Justice  requires  this;  and  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  will  take  the  subject  under 
their  consideration,  and  report  us  a  bill  te  that 
.effect.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  now  con- 
sidered, and  the  subject  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  consent  of  the  Senate  being  given  to  the 
present  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
question  t^ing  talcen  on  its  adoption,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

MESSENGER  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  offer  the  following  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  On^en  Connelly  be  and  be  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed messenger  to  the  Senate,  the  appointment  to  take 
ettKt  fW>m  the  nrst  day  of  March,  1851. 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  whether  this  is 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  usual  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  such  coses;  but  it  was  suggested  to  me 
that  I  should  make  the  proposition,  and  ask  the 
unanimous^  consent  of  tne  Senate  to  consider  it 
now.  I  will  merely  state  to  the  Senate  what  I 
have  been  informecf  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
this  man.  He  was  formerly  a  watchman  upon 
the  grounds  of  the  Capitol,  and  had  the  mimbr- 
tune  to  be  dreadfully  crushed.  He  recovered ,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  to  be  able  to  perform  the  duties 
of  an  ordinary  messenger  about  the  Senate,  al- 
though not  sumctently  to  be  able  to  perform  labor 
about  the  grounds.  By  this  accident  he  has  been 
left  destitute.  It  is  true  that  this  man  has  not  suf- 
fered in  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  but  he  has  suf- 
fered in  our  service  here;  and  as  there  are  several 
duties  iYjM  he  can  competently  perform  as  a  mes- 
senger, ftnist  the  Senate  will  agree  to  consider 
this  proposition  now.  This  is  a  dreadful  season 
for  a  man  to  be  cut  off  from  the  means  of  support, 
especially  when  he  has  been  deprived  of  the  energy 
and  activity  with  which  he  washy  nature  endowea. 
It  is  a  dreadful  season  for  a  man  in  this  condition 
to  be  cast  upon  his  own  resources — indeed  this 
.  man  has  no  resources;  and  as  he  suffered  in  our 
service,  I  hope  there  will  not  be  an  opposing  voice 
to  the  taking  up  of  this  resolution,  and  the  passing 
of  it. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 
The  Senate  jresumed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  being  the  resolution  iiiibmitted  by 
Mr.  FooTE,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Badoer,  declaring  the  compromise  measures  a 
definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing  out 
of  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 
A  Resolution  declaring  the  Measures  of  A4Jaatment  to  ba  a 
definite  settlement  of  the  questions  growing  out  of  do- 
mestic slavery. 

Be  it  enacted.  l*hat  the  series  of  measures  embraced  In 
the  acu  entitled  **  An  act  proposing  to  the  State  of  Texas 
the  estabtiabment  of  her  Northern  and  Western  boundaries, 
the  reiinquisbment,  by  tlie  said  State,  of  all  territory  claimed 
by  her  exterior  to  said  -boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  a  territorial  govern- 
ment for  New  Mexico, »»  approved  September  9,  1850; 
"  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  Sute  of  California  Into 
the  Union,'*  approved  September  d,  1830 ;  « An  act  to  esUU>- 
lisb  a  territorial  government  for  Utah,"  approved  Septem- 
ber 9, 1830 ;  "  An  act  to  amend  and  supplementary  lo  an 
act  entitled  *  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
persons  escaping  fVom  the  service  of  Ibeir  masters,*  ap- 
proved February  12, 1793,»»  approved  Sentember  18, 1850; 
and  **Annfitto  suppress  the  slave  trade  in  the  Distriot  of 
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Columbia,"  approTcd  September  90 , 1 850»  coinuioiily  kitotvn 
u  the  <*  ComproiuUie  Acts,"  are,  in  Uie  Judsmcot  of  ^his 
body,  a  settletnent  in  principle  and  fubstance — a  Anal  settle- 
ment of  tbe  dangerous  and  exciting  subjecU  which  tliey 
embrace^  and  ought  tn  be  adhered  to  by  CongreM  until  tiiuc 
and  experience  shall  denwinstrate  the  nece«tiiy  of  fbrtber 
legitlatioo-to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
yielded  it  for  a  few  minutes  at  tlie  request  of  the 
Senatbr  from  Michigan,  who  desired  then  briefly 
to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  am  much  obliged 
to  the  Senator  from  Alabama  for  yielding  me  the 
floor;  and  as  I  shall  occupy  it  but  for  a  few  min- 
utes, I  trust  he  will  then  be  permitted  to  resume  it, 
in  order  to  go  on  with  his  remarks,  which  I  am 
sure  the  Senate  will  find  more  interesting  thai) 
anything  I  have  to  say. 

Though  I  expressed,  sir,  to  the  honorable  mover 
of  this  resolution  [Mr.  Badger]  my  regret^at  its 
introduction,  yet  here  it  is,  and  I  am  required  to 
vote  upon  it;  to  testify  my  satisfaction  at  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compromise  measures,  and  my  convic- 
tion that  the  arrangement  was  a  just^  and  should 
be  a  final  one,  no  more  to  be  disturbed  in  whole 
or  in  part.  I  have  before  taken  occasion,  in  mv 
aeat  here,  when  practical  subjects  involving  all 
these  issues  were  before  us,  to  state  my  views, 
and  1  shall  not  now  repeat  them,  when  the  course 
piroposed  pronoses  no  legislative  action.  I  am  not* 
generally  m  favor  of  mere  le^slative  declarations, 
leading  to  no  phictical  results;  yet,  the  circum- 
stances which  surround  this  proceeding  give  to  it 
ynusual  importance,  and  it  may  well  rest  upon  its 
own  peculiar  claims.  The  peace  of  tne  country 
has  been  assured,  I  trust,  by  this  series  of  meas- 
ures. But  reports  have  gone  forth,  more  or  less 
imposing  in  toeir  character,  that  they  would  be 
assailed  m  Congress,  and  some  of  them  repealed, 
or  so  modified  as  to  destroy  their  efiici^cy  and 
acceptability.  Agitation  is  thus  kept  alive  by  the 
expectfition  of  change,  prepared  to  renew  its  fear- 
ful work,  and  in  this  state  of  things,  f  find  myself 
face  to  face  with  a  resolution  which  asserts,  as  I  be- 
lieve, the  true  character  and  just  inviolability  of 
these  measures,  and  seeks  thereby  to  remove  from 
the  public  mind  all  apprehension  that  the  perilous 
contest  through  which,  by  the  kindness  of  Provi- 
dence, we  have  safely  passed,  will  again  be  re- 
newed; and  I  should  discharge  n^y  duty  as  faith- 
lessly to  my  constituents  as  to  myself,  if  I  did  not 
meet  this  proposition  with  frankness,  and  support 
it  with  firnwess.  And  especially,  sir,  am  i  un- 
willing to  be  misunderstood  in  tius  grave  conjunc- 
ture, af\er  the  denunciations  we  have  heard  for  the 
first  time,  from  an  American  Senator,  in  the 
American  Senate,  against  the  Confederation  and 
Government  of  our  common  coimtry.  If  such 
sentiments  are  to  furnish  motives  to  fU|y  one  for 
the  rejection  of  this  proposition,  they  vnll  furnish 
motives  to  me  for  its  support,  as  I  aesire,  by  my 
voice  and  my  vote,  equally  to  mark  my  disappro- 
bation of  them. 

Mr.  President,  the  words  that  fell  from  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rrett] 
were  as  unwelcome  as  they  were  unexpected. 
They  fell  upon  reluctant,  I  may  well  say,  indig- 
nant ears,  and  they  went  to  sorrowing  hearts.  I 
have  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  following  the 
Senator  in  his  bill  of  indictment  agkunst  his  coun- 
try, against  my  country,  a^inst  this  glorious 
Union,  the  most  precious  political  gift  of  God  to 
man  since  the  exodus  of  our  first  parents  from  the 
garden.of  Eden.  I  will  not  follow  him — the  task 
would  be  too  irksome — ^in  his  arithmetical  calcula- 
tions of  what  the  diflTerent  portions  of  our  country 
have  lost  or  gained  in  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  revenue,  in  the  disposition  of  the  public 
lands,  nor  even  in  the  amount  of  pensions  granted 
to  the  poor  and  time-honored,  but  time-stricken 
relics  of  our  revolutionary  strufi:gle;  not  only  be- 
cause many  of  the  facts,  and  almost  ail  the  con- 
clusions, are  erroneous,  but  still  more,  because, 
after  all  the  inequality,  which  really  exists  not,  but 
which  majr  be  shadowed  forth  by  the  most  dis- 
tempered imagination,  there  remains  a  sum  of 
freedom  and  prosperity,  of  enjoyment  and  of  bless- 
ings, such  as  the  world  never  saw  before,  and  will 
never  see  again,  if  this  Union  is  dissolved.  Tluit 
It  is  the  freest  government  the  sun  ever  shone  upon, 
requires  no  clearer  p/oof  than  is  furnished  by  the 
very  denunciations  against  it,  uttered  in  this  high 
place,  in  the  presence  of  the  portrait  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  hallowing,  not  merely  adorning, 
these  walls,  and  who, in  his  last  solemn  act,  warned 


*us  against  secfional  feelings  and  their  consequences. 
That  Government  has  not  been  merely  assailed  in 
a  strain  of  invective,  rare  even  in  tJ»e  contests  of 

Karty,  but  the  determination  has  been  avowed,  in 
ingua^e not  less  clear  than  unqualified,  to  break  up 
the  Union,  by  breaking  the  prestige  of  its  integrity, 
and  to  reduce  it  to  a  kino  of  temporary  partner- 
ship, feeble  and  inefllcient  in  its  operations,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  equally  contemptible  to 
its  own  citizens  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Does 
the  honorable  Senator  believe,  there  is  another 
government  under  the  face  of  heaven,  where  such 
language  and  such  objects  can  be  uttered  and 
avowed  with  impunity?  And  does  he  not  find,  in 
the  great  principle  of  the  right  of  speech,  of  free 
.speech,  unshacicled  by  conditions  or  limitations, 
unknown  indeed  in  its  extent  elsewhere  through 
the  world, — does  he  not  find,  I  say,  a  refutation  of 
his  own  position  that  we  live  under  a  despotism;, 
a  practical  commentaiy,  which  rebuked^  even 
while  he  uttered  them,  his  harsh  denunciations? 

As  to  the  ruin  so  confidently  asserted  or  pre- 
dicted, or  both,  where  is  it,  or  even  a  sign  of  it  as 
big  as  a  man's  hand,  like  that  seen  by  a  prophet, 
more  truly  inspired,  I  trust,  than  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina?  [Mr.  Rar.TT.]  Has 
the  eye  of  nian  eVer  rested  upon  a  more  prosperous 
country  than  this?  And  if  such  a  condition  is  ruin- 
ous or  pregnant  with  ruin,  where  shall  we  find 
prosperity,  but  in  some  new  Paradise  specially 
created  and  governed  by  God  ?  though  even  in  such 
a  place  sad  experience  nas  taught  us  that  a  tree  of 
evil  may  be  found,  and  the  highest  blessings  rashly 
rejected  in  a  spirit  of  impatience  and  discontent. 

North  and  South,  East  and  West,  the  sun  rises 
and  sets  on  a  happy  land,  teeming  with  an  intelli- 
gent people,  with  free  and  equal  institutions,  with 
all  the  avenues  of  position  and  employment  open 
to  all  I  and  advancing  in  every  element  of  power 
and  prosperity  with  a  rapidity  which  outstrips 
human  expectation,  as  it  has  outstripped  human 
experience,  and  with  nothing  to  fear  but  our 
own  crimes  and  follies,  and  the  just  judgments  of 
God.  And  while  republica,  and  empires,  and 
monarchies,  have  fallen  and  are  still  falling  before 
us,  marking  this  as  the  age  of  social  and  political 
revolutions,  our  institutions  have  been  preserved, 
our  boundaries  enlarged,  our  power  augmented, 
and  the  beacon-light  of  liberty  still  shines  from 
our  shores,  inviting  the  Hitruggling  nations  of  the 
earth,  tossed  upon  a  sea  of  oppression,  to  follow 
us  to  a  haven  of  safety.  For  almost  three  score 
years  and  ten  this  has  been  my  country,  my  hap- 
py, glorious  country,  and  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  since  I  have  been  old  enough  to  appreci- 
ate ana  to  love  it,  its  Government  has  protected  me 
and  mine  from  foreign  aggression  and  domestic 
violence.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina seems  to  measure  the  value  of  free  institutions 
by  a  standard  adapted  to  his  own  peculiar  notions 
of  the  operation  of  fiscal  laws,  and  the  assiyned 
want  of  equality,  which  he  has  strangely  and 
strongly  asserted,  but  has  failed  to  prove,  may  be 
the  knell,  is  now,  indeed,  the  passing  knell,  he 
hopes  and  believes,  of  this  world -watched  Republic. 
But  our  real  equality,  the  true  American  equality 
of  condition,  by  which  we  have  neither  high 
nor  low  among  us,  and  whicti  freely  ofifers 
fertune'and  honors  alike  to  the  hopes  and  exer- 
tions of  all,  this  condition  of  social  existence  the 
Senator  has  not  glanced  at,. probably  has  not 
even  thought*  of,  in  his  search  after  the  evidences 
of  sectional  inequality.  But  it  is  an*  institution 
which  those  who  commenced  life  under  circum- 
stances less  fortunate  than  hiimidf,  regard  as  the 
brightest  spot  in  our  political  firmanent,  as  offering 
ample  compensation  for  any  temporary  partita 
operation  or  public  measures,  where  such  occur, 
(and  they  Ynusi  sometimes  occur  in  every  Grovem- 
ment,)  far  greater  than  in  the  cases,  even  if  they 
were  all  liaole,  which  they  are  not,  to  this  objec- 
tion, whose  proofs  liave  been  collected  with  so 
much  industry,  and  spread  before  us  with  so  much 
power,  and  I  doubt  not  sincerely ,  but  with  so  little 
conviction.  Such  was  the  charge  against  the  non- 
intercouse,  the  embargo,  the  war,  the  tariff,  and 
to  some  extent  against  the  removaLof  the  deposits; 
and  the  foreboding  of  ruin,  happily  rebuked  by 
the  results,  was  then  as  wide-spread  as  it  can  be 
again,  and  was  rendered  still  more  powerful  by 
that  strange  spirit  of  hollucination,  to  which  the 
best  and  the  wisest  are  oAen  subject  during  periods 
of  excitement  in  this,  oui:  worid  of  errors.  And  I 
may  well  apeak  with  a  full  heart  upon  the  subject 
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of  our  equality  (^condition;  for  this  very  condition,' 
joined,  indeed,  to  the'undcserved  favoc  of  my  fel- 
low-citizens, has  given  me,  whose  eariy  prospects 
in  life  were  shrouded  in  diflicultiea^  and  who  parsed 
much  of  it  in  hard  and  harsh  dutiea  m  the  fore9t, 
it  has  given  even  to  me  this  opportunity,  and  I 
glory  in  it,  of  bearing  my  testimony  of  gratitude 
to  the  priceless  value  of  the  Constitution  here,  in 
this  great  depository  of  its  power.  And  when,  in 
God's  good  time,  I  shall  need  its  protection  no 
longer,  may  I  leave  it,  as  a  most  precious  legacy, 
untouched  uiid  unscathed,  to  those  who.are  most 
dear  to  me,  an  object  of  pride  and  affection  for 
them  as  it  has  been  for  me.  * 

One  nmre  word,  Mr.  President.  What  a  strange 
Spectacle  does  the  opposition  to  the  compromise 
exhibit?  Assailed  with  equal  violence,  not  to  say 
virulence,  North  and  South,  its  enemies  unite  in 
condemning  it  with  equal  zeal,  but  they  unite  in 
nothing  else.  Both  parties  charge  it  withoincon- 
stitutionality  and  injustice,  because  it  concedes  ail 
to  one,  and  nothing  to  the  other,  while  each  con- 
siders itself  the  injured  party,  and  its  rights  and 
feelings  as  sacrificed  -by  the  anrangenoent.  For 
myself,  sir,  I  believe  it  was  a  wise  and  patriotic 
disposition  of  the  eventful  questions,  which  agi- 
tated and  threatened  us,  and  I  think,  if  other  evi- 
dence were  wanting,  it  has  ^^been  supplied  by  the 
critninations  and  recriminations  wmch  are  yet 
sounding  in  our  ears. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  next  addressed  the  Senate  at 
considerable  length  in  favor  of  the  Compromise 
measures,  and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  tne  reso- 
lution. His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  followed,  and  entered  int» 
explanations  of  his  position  on  the  fugitive  slave 
bill,  and  the  circumstances  which  prevented  his 
presence  in  the  Senate  Chamber  to  vote  for  the 
bill  on  its  passage.  His  remarks  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix. 

Mr.  DOWNS  was  next  recognized  by  the 
Chair.  He  said  he  was  desirous  of  addressing 
the  Senate  on  this  resolution,  but  the  day  was  too 
far  advanced  to  enable  him  to  do  so  satisfactorily. 
He  therefore  mo^ed  that  the  further  consideralkui 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  the  first  B^day 
in  January  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed to  Friday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVE 

Tuesday,  December  33,  1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve,  m. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Morcaw. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ASSIGNABIUTir  OP  LAND  WARRAJH^S. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  businen  in 
order  was  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterdaj, 
being  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ulinois^ 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  that  Uie  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  into  Coro^mittse  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  TUCK  rose  to  a  privileged  que^on,  and 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House,  yes- 
terday, adopting  the  resolution  limiting  the  deoate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  assignment 
of  bounty  land  warrants. , 

Mr.  T.  said:  I  propose  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  Ihe  House  for  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (mterruptiog.)  I 
rise  to  a  question  of  order.  1  submit  that  a  motion 
to  reconsider  a  resolution  closing  debate  is  not 
debatable,  for  the  reason  that  the  resolution  itself, 
when  upon  its  adoption,  irnot  debatable.  It  is 
Hke  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table;  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  not  being 
debatable,  a  proposition  to  r^onsider  that  motion 
cannot  be  deoatable. 

The  SPEAKER  snstained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  do  not  propose  to  takeftn  a]>- 
peal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  but  I  recollect 
that  the  practice  of  the  House  has  been  directly 
contrary. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheresolutioniUelf  not  being 
debatable,  a  motion  to  reconmder  the  vote  by 
which  that  resolution  was  disposed  of,  cannot,  of 
course,  be  debatable. 

Mr.  TUCK.  Well,  I  hope  the  House  wUI  look 
at  the  4th  section  of  the  bill.  I  am  sure  it  cannot 
be  understood. 

The  SPEAKER.     Does  the  genU^man  fxttro 
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Ncir  ijiinybife  aairfor  a  vote  on  bis  motion  to 
nuiiwider? 

Mr.  TUCK,    I  do. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  l>eiii^  taken,  on  a  division  there 
ywtf    ayes  *5,  noes  58. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  qoecition  recorring  unon  the  motion  of  ihe 
geotteman  from  Illinois,  \Mt,  Rich\bd60v,]  it 
was  taken  and  decided  in  the  afKrmative. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  ffouse  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (^l^.  IIibdard  in  the  chnir.^ 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  question  be- 
fine  the  coftimittee  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
genUenmn  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  HarrisI  to  the 
msiendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Tatlo*-] 

The  following  is  the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Rcyreaenta- 

ttrt»#f  lAe  Hnited  StuteM  of  America  in  Consress  assem- 

H»dy  Tiua  notiitn^  in  the  act  approtred  September  28,  l&JO. 

*Ciaaiiuf  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  Koldlers  who 

been  engaged  in  the  niiUtary  service  of  the  United 

,*^  sbaH  be  construed  90  aa  to  prevent  the  sale  and 

T  of  any  certi/lcate  or  warnuit  inued  by  virtue  of  said 

psioT  to  the  locittion  of  the  same,  or  the  iMue  of  the 

thereon. 


I,  That  in  all  eases  tte  amifnment  shall  be  ae- 
^^^  or  proven  by  two  subscribing  witnesses,  before 
K^  aathoriaed  to  take  the  probate  of  deeos,  who 
eeriify  under  his  seaJ'of  office  that  the  peivon  making 
A^  mttynnt  nt  is  personally  known  to  hiro,  or  that  his  or 
^     "'      ■     has  Veen  proven  by  two  credible  n^itnesses.'* 


|&.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  demanded 
o%the  adoption  of  the  proviso;  which  were 
"*  and  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Carttkr  ap- 


neituestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
lobe  anendment,  and  there  were— ayes  52,  noes 
ft    no  Iqporq  m^  to  i  ing, 

Qam  of  "Another  counts*  ahd  "Call  the  roll !  *T 
The  CHAIRMAN.    By  unanimous  consent 
■•dMT  eoojit  will  be  had. 
llr.  KING,  of  New  York.    No,  call  the  roll. 
_A»ioQ  was  then  called , and  the  absentees  noted, 
uttee  then  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
ie  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Union  having  found  itself  without  a 
instructed  him  to  report  tha(  fact  to 
with  the  names  of  the  absentees. 
*ANTON,  of  Ohio,  stated,  that  Mr. 
lOf  Indiana,  was  detained  from  his  seat 

being  now  present,  tlie  committee 

itB  session;  and  tne  question  being  taken 

■Boendment  4o  the  amendment,  tellers  re- 

-«jres  67,  noes  59. 

ifcawfndment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 

tion  recurred  on  M^.  Taylor's  amend- 
as  amended. 

V.  &ACKETT.    Is  nfi  amendment  now  in 
hv  way  of  substitute  ? 
9  vSAlRM AN.    It  is  not  now  in  order. 
|fir«  TAYLOR  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
iMaifoeat  as  amended,  and  it  was  rsad. 
Jir-  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    1  propose  to 
-  -  '  t3i€  amendment  by  inserting  at  the  com- 
ocoi  thereof  the  words  "but  the   same, 
beassi^able.*' 
Mr.  MAB3H ALL,  of  Kentucky.    That  would 
*\e  It  ioiperarive. 

.,  STEPHENS.    Then  Fwilf  make  it  "  may 

mm^migOBble.**  An  the  bill  now  reads,  it  says 
flMtf  sothing  in  the  existing  law  shall  be  so  con- 
flbmed  Ma  t&X  the  warrant  shall  noi  be  assignable. 
Iffr  obtect »  to  make  it  affirmati\;«. 

A|r.9ACK£TT.  I  ask  leave  to  have  an  amend- 
smA  wbieh  I  propose  to  offer  as  A  substitute 
» itbole  of  the  first  section. 
CHAIRMAN.   The  substitute  is  not  now 
te  09i0f^hathf  universal  consent  it  can  be  read 

IS  objected  t«  the  reading. 


^  TAYLOR  had  submitted  the  following 
ammdment  to  come  in  at  die  end  of  the  above 


^Uk^tmtbrmity  with  a  fhrm  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Cooi- 
ABifanej-  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

Mr.  CARTTBR  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Iment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  read  as 


Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  now  offer 
the  amendment  which  1  indicated  just  now. 
*^    Mr.  FICKLIN.     Do  you  propose  to  strike  out 
that  about  the  construction  of  the  law? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  No;  I  propose  to  strike  out 
nothing,  but  merely  to  insert  tlie  words  whicli  I 
have  read,  so  as  to  make  it  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stephens's 
nraendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed 

Mr*  F*1CKLIN.  I  propose  now  to  amend  the 
amendment  as  amended,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "assignment"  the  words  **^by  indorsement 
upon  the  warrant;"  so  as  to  make  it  read:  "  Pro- 

*  videdf  That  in  all  cases  the  assignment  by  istdone- 

*  ment  up<m  the  ttarrant  shall  be  acknowledged  or 

*  proven,"  «fcc. 

The  object  of  that  amendment  is,  that  the  sol- 
dier shall  have  his  warrant  before  he-  makes  an 
assignment  of  it,  and  that  he  shall  make  the  as- 
signment upon  the  warrant,  instead  of  upo^i  a 
separate  piece  of  paper.  A  great  many  of  the 
frauds  wnich  have  been  committed  have  arisen 
from  the  want  of  such  a  provision  as  this. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  we  are  not  ex- 
ceedingly cautious,  we  shall  get  into  difficulty 
about  this  whole  matter.  This  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  reouires 
ihe  assignment  to  be  upon  the  warrant.  Now, 
the  wan-ant  never  leaves  the  Department.  It  is 
filed  there;  a  certificate  of  location  is  issued  to  ihe 
soldier,  and  it  is  located  and  returned  here.  I  be- 
lieve that  has  been  the  ease  witli  nearly  all  the 
warrants  that  have  been  issued. 

Mr.  BI^SELL  here  interposed  a  remark,  which 
was  not  heard  by  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  JONES,  (continuing.)  The  best  way  to 
provide  for  this  assignment,  I  think,  would  be  to 
declare  that  such  sale,  trainsfer,  or  assignment  shall 
be  made  and  authenticated  in  accordance  with 
rules  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior. He  can  then  alter  them  to  st)it  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  (interposing.)  I  would  sug^ 
gest  to  the  gentleman,  that  the  certificate  of  loca- 
tion is  the  paper  that  is  assigned,  and  is  the  one 
that  is  located  upon  the  land. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  put  in  "  warrant  or  certifi- 
cate of  location." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  modify  his  amendment? 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  have  no  objection  to  do  so, 
but  it  is  understood  already.  The  certificate  of 
location  is  the  paper  that  is  assigned. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  IlHnois,  that  nis  amendment 
would  be  more  acceptable,  if  it  did  not  require  the 
assignment  to  be  proven  before  the  person  anthor- 
ized  to  take  the  probate  of  deeds.  It  will  require 
a  man  to  go  to  tne  clerk's  office  in  the  county  seat 
every  time  he  wants  to  make  an  assignment. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  the  provision  to  which  he  has 
reference,  is  contained  in  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Harris,]  which 
has  already  been  adopted  by  the  committee.  My 
amendment  is  simply  to  have  the  assignment  made 
upon  the  warrant  or  certificate  of  location,  and  not 
upon  a  separate  niece  of  paper.  My  object  is  to 
prevent  fraud  and  forgery. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  this  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee*.  I  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  was  willing  to  modify 
his  amendment,  by  adding  the  words  "  or  cer- 
tificate of  location. " 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    I  will  do  it. 

The  amendmeiit  was  modified  act^ordingly. 

Mr.  JONES,  or  Tennessee.  Is  it  in  oraer  now 
to  offer  an  amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not;  there  is  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  now  pending. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  think,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [\lr.  Jones]  has  said, 
that  we  are  likely  to  get  into  great  diflSculty  with 
this  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Fick- 
un]  has  submitted  an  amendment  that  these  as- 
signments shall  be  authenticated  by  two  witnesses 
before  some  officer  authorized  to  take  the  probate 
of  deeds. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  (interrupting.)  That  provision 
was  contained  in  the  substitute  submitted  by  me 
yesterday,  which  has  not  been  voted  upon  by  the 
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cx>mmittee.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Harrjs]  offered  an  amendment  requiring  the  same 
thing,  which  has  been  voted  on  and  adopted  by 
the  committee,  and  I  intend,  therefore,  to  abandon 
my  substitute. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  What  I  wish  to  say  is, 
that  different  officers  have  authority  to  witness 
deeds,  in  the  different  States  of  this  Union.  This 
would  occasion  some  difficulty,  if  we  were  to  pass 
such  «  law  as  this,  and  therefore  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  adopt  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  fiom  ^ryland,  [Mr.  Walsh,]  provi- 
ding that  the  assignment  shall  be  witnessed  by 
such  parties  as  are  authorized  to  authenticate  deeds 
in  the  several  States  where  the  assignments  are 
made.  We  h|ive  been  here  for  two  oaj^  engaged 
upon  one  section  of  the  bill,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  gentlemen  upon  different  sides  of  the  House  to 
understand  one  another  in  reference  to  this  subject. 
We  shall  spend  two  more  days  upon  the  bill  at 
tliis  rate.  I  shall  therefore  move  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  to 
the  House  to  take  this  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  on'  the  Judiciary ^  who  can  pre- 
sent to  the  House  a  bill  that  will  meet  the  views 
and  wishes  of  all.  We  can  never  perfect  such  a 
bill  here.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  ask  permis- 
sion to  say  a  few  words  upon  that  motion,  and  I 
usually  say  as  litde  as  any  gentlemian  here.  It  is 
well  known 

Mr.  TUCK.    I  object. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas can  only  proceed  by  unanimous  consent,  as 
debate  is  out  of  order. 

.Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  gentleman's  objection 
came  too  late.  A  gentleman  must  object  before  a 
man  has  begun  his  remarks.  [Laughter,  and  cries 
of  "Go  on!"l  I  have  merely  to  say  Uiat  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  entire  sincerity  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  in  making 
this  motion,  for  I  have  been  with  hira  here  for 
some  time.  But  at  the  same  time  I  know  that 
after  the  amount^of  discussion  which  we  have  had 
upon  this  bill,  if  we  now  put  it  beyond  our  reach 
and  send  it  to  a  committee,  it  is  lost  beyond  resur- 
rection. If  we  want  ihese  land  warrants  made 
assignable  and  the  other  relief  given  which  is  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  we  must  go  on  and  consider 
the  bill  and  act' upon  it  now. 

If  there  is  not  sufficient  intelligence  amongst  the 
members  of  this  House  to  perfect  a  bill  that  was 
discussed  for  weeks  during  tne  last  Congress,  and 
has  been  so  much  discussed  already  in  this,  no 
Judiciarv  Committee  can  do  it;  it  cannot  be  done 
at  all.  if  we  go  back  ifow  and  refer  this  biU  to  a 
committee,  we  shall  have  again  to  ^  through  the 
whole  process  of  considering  and  discussing  sepa* 
rate  amendments.  If  the  committee  rises  now 
without  considering  and  perfecting  the  bill,  we 
shall  'have  gone  back  to  where  we  commenced 
yesterday  morning.  The  wholfe  country  demands 
that  these  warrants  shall  be  made  assignable,  and 
that  the  other  provisions  contemplated  by  this  bill 
shall  be  made.  We  had  better  proceed  with  the 
bill  and  perfect  it.  I  call  for  tellers  on  the  motion 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Johnson]  appeals  to 
the  experience  of  this  House  to  sustain  him  in 
saying  that  should  this  resolution  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  it  will  be  the  last  we  shall 
see  of  it.  1  would  barely  remark  that  such  has 
not  been  my  experience. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  wiH 
not  understand  me  as  casUng  any  situ*  upon  that 
committee. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  as  casting  any  slur  upon  that  commit- 
tee; but  I  Uiink  the  experience  9f  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  past  is,  that  bills  which  have  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  have 
been  considered  and  acted  upon  with  promptness. 
The  gentleman  says  this  House  has  sufficient  in- 
telligence to  perfect  this  resolution.  I  do  not 
doubt  its  intelligence,  but  I  submit  that  however 
intelligent  it  may  be,  it  is  impossible  for  us  toper- 
feet  this  resolution  so  well  here  as  it  can  be  done 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee.  I  submit,  with  all 
due  respect,  that  this  committee  is  constituted  of 
gontiffltn^n  wha  are  more  competent  to  perform 
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.  M9i.  MiwifM  froa  tiie  Senate  and  akneodmenti  pro> 
MMd^ ttM  9«nalt  to  die  billa  of  the  Howie.^SefUmbtr 

Kjg.  gifo  and  raMrfvtioDf  fhmi  th«  Senate  on  Ui«ir  ftrat 
■rigeeoad  readii^;,  that  they  Ira  retterred  to  eornmittces  and 
^t  aadcr  war;  bat  if,  on  Deing  read  a  -second  time,  ho 
MtiaD  be  aiade  to  commit,  thejr  are  to  be  ordered  to  tneir 
asid  reatfaf ,  tuileas  objection  be  made ;  in  which  casey  if 
lMt«tbcrtri«e  ordered  fay  a  roajori^r  of  the  Houao.  ttiey  are 
la  be  laid  oa  the  table  in  itie  general  Ale  of  biHa  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  their  torn.— Seirfemier 

«4di.  Bagroawd  billa  and  bills  (kom  the  Senate  oa  their 
mri  readlBK,— SMCent&er  14, 1837. 

«*5ih.  Bills  of  the  Uooae  and  IVom  the  Senate,  on  the 
Speaker^  table,  on  their  engrossment,  or  on  being  ordered 
la  a  third  reading,  to  be  taken  up  anid  considered  in  the 
aafcrof  tine  in  which  they  pasted  to  a  second  reading. 

^'Tbe  messages,  oommimications,  and  bills  on  his  table, 


disposed  of,  the  Speaker  shall  than  proceed  to 
IHM  ^den  of  the  day — S^embtr  14, 1837.  »> 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Whmtquestion  can  arise 
apcm  the  report  of  the  comniittee  aAer  that 
nport  Alia  been  acted  upon? 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  had  the  floor  upon  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  debata- 
Ida. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  moTe  that  the  appeal 
be  laid  tipoD  the  table. 

Mr.  CLiNGMAN.  I  hope  that  bv  general 
consent  the  50th  rule  ina)r  be  read,  which  governs 
this  case  and  shows  that  it  is  now  covered  by  the 
prevKNiB  question.    The  previous  question  is  not 


The  59lh  nde  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

prrrioiis  qoeatioo  shall  be  in  this  form :  *  Shall  the 

I  queatfoo  be  now  put  ?'  It  shall  be  only  admitted  when 

Bd«d  Inr  a  majority  of  the  membera  present ;  and  its 

abatf  oa  lo  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  bring  the 

to  atfjreet  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit,  if  such  mo- 

dudl  have  been  made ;  and  if  this  motion  does  not 

upon  amendments  reported  by  a  committee, 

upon  pending  amendments,  then  upon  the 


Mr.  CLINGMAN.  In  the  confusion  that  oe- 
vred  I  did  not  understand  the  Chair  to  decide 
tiie  previous  question  was  exhausted.  If  so, 
ilAaoId  have  appealed  from  that  decision;  and  I 
request  the  Chair  to  inform  me  of  the 
of  that  decision  if  it  has  been  made.  It 
W  sieen  by  the  rule  auoted  that  the  previous 
^HMiMi  haoi  not  been  exhausted,  and  it  nas  been 
jfcasms-day  practice  of  all  the  Congresses  of 
^icfcf  I  Mtre  been  a  member.  I  desire  to  take  an 
MmMnmb  the  decbion  of  the  Chair. 
ife'FICKLIN.    There  is  an  appeal  now  pend- 

^HteSreAKER.    I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
m  txpon  that  subject  was  wrong. 
,VVA2<nS.    I  admit  that  if  the  previous  ques- 
^  ~  _ ,  I  cannot  take  an  appeal.    But  that 
;^e8tion.    It  is  whether  the  previous 
r^ending  or  not.    I  submit  to  the  Chair, 
im  not  entitled  to  debate  the  bill^    I  do 
is  socnpy  many  minutes. 

was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
i€iu.Ki>80]r  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chair  is  disposed  to  re- 

isioiiy  and  his  opinion  is, that  the  pre- 

n.  is  hot  exhausted,  and  does  apply 

t  and  reading  of  the  bill  a  tmrd 


-S^ 


DTJKHAM.    I  rise  to  make  an  inquirr, 
V  if  we  now  go  on  and  order  the  bill  to  be 
',  &e  previous  question  will  not  have  ex- 
nseif? 

SPEAKER.   It  is  very  true.    It  is  not 

t'Osder  to  interrogate  the  Chair  upon  that 

The  Chair  wiU,  however,  decide  that 

when  it  comes  up  in  order. 

^  MARSHA  UL,  of  Kentucky.    I  move  that 

"^  use  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 

an  the  state  o(  the  Union,  with  a  view  of 

vpthisbfll. 

^ Not  in  order!"  from  different  parts  of 


V  JONES,  of  Toifiessee.    You  cannot  get  it 


M4R8HALL.  My  motion  was  made 
Hm^  idsk  that  the  previous  question  had  not 
tfrfftcd  by  tiM  House  at  all.  I  understood 
deeidsd  that  the  previous  question  had 

Jttrff. 

mAKER.    The  Chair  deaided  that  the 

had  not  Cjchausted  itsdf.    The 

ITS  tipon  ordering  «the  bill  to  be 

_^^_^r%  Ibird  reading.  « 

\^COCt^    I  tobmft  that  this  bill  was  in 

«r  1h#  WImIs,  and  before  it  was  in 


order  to  rise  and  report  it  to  the  House,  it  was 
necessary  that  each  section  should  be  read,  and 
amendments  thereto*  if  any,  should  be  considered 
in  tlie  committee.  We  had  not  concluded  delib- 
erations upon  the  first  section,  when  the  motion 
was  made  that  the  committee  rise,  tmd  report  tlie 
bill, 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  We 
are  not  in  committee  but  in  the  House,  and  the 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  refer  to  what  was  trans- 
acted in  cx>mmittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the. 
point  of  order  token  by  ths  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire.  The  bill  was  referred  back  to  the 
House  by  the  committee,  <with  the  recommenda- 
tioh  that  It  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  The  House  refused  so  to  refer  it. 
'Hie  Chair  decided  that  the  previous  question  had 
not  exhausted  itself;  and  tne  House  m  brought 
now  to'  a  vote  directly  upon  the  question  of  en-  i 
grossing  the  bill. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  appeal 
be  hud  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion.   I  move  the  House  do  now  adtoum. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  RicHARDiOK  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  find  we  are  gettmg  into  consid- 
erable difficulty. 

The  SPEAKER.*  The  gentleman  is  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  rise  for  personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER.  T^he  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
third  section. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  object. 

Cries  of  •*  Let  the  bill  be  read !" 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  move  that  when 
this  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday 
next. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows : 

Resolved  ^  the  Senate  ani  H<m»e  ^f  RepretefilaHvc*  of 
like  UnUed  States  o/JSmerica  in  Congreee  aa$embledj  That 
nothing  in  the  act  appoved  September  28,  1850,  **  grahting 
bonnty  land  lo  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  mlUtazy  service  of  the  United  States,"  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  sale  and  transfer  of  any 
certificate  or  warrant  issued  by  virtue  of  said  act,  prior  to  the 
location  of  the  same,  or  tiie  issue  of  the  patent  thereon. 

Sac.  9.  JSnd  ie  UJwiker  teeolvedy  That  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  the  United  States  land  oflkes  shall  here- 
after be  severally  authorized  to  charge  and  receive  for  tlietr 
services  in  locating  bounty  land  warrants,  the  same  rate  of 
compensation  or  percentage  to  which  they  are  entit^d  by 
law  for  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  the  rate  of 

«1  95  per  acre,  the  said  compensation  to  be  hereafter  paid 
y  the  assignees  or  holders  of  such  warrants,-  in  all  cases 
vraere  the  came  have  been  transferred  by  the  soldier  or  bis 
legal  or  personal  representative,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations  of  the  General  Land 
Office  on  that  subject,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  c€ 
the  United  States,  upon  the  a4justment  of  the  accounts  of 
such  officers,  where  It  rtiall  be  rtiown  to  the  satisfhction  of 
the  General  Land  Office  that  the  same  was  located  by  the 
soldier  or  warantee,  or  in  case  of  his  death  by  hiii  next  of 
kin,  as  provided  by  the  acts  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

Sac.  3.  Jind  he  U/urtker resolved,  That  the  said  officers, 
Whether  in  or  out  of  office  at  the  time  of  passage  of  tiiis 
act,  or  th^r  legal  or  personal  representatives  in  case  of 
their  death,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  fVom  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  for  similar  services  heretofore  per- 
formed in  juch  cases,  an  amount  equal  to  the  compensation 
provided  for  by  the  flirst  section  of  this  act,  after  deducting 
Ae  amount  already  received  by  such  officers  under  tiie  act 
entitied  *<  An  act  to  require  the  holders  of  miiitaiy  land 
warrants  to  compensate  the  land  officeta  of  the  United 
States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  location  of  those  war- 
rant," approved  May  17,  1848 :  Provided^  That  no  register 
or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  out  ol^the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  for  past  services,  v^o  has 
charged  and  received  ill^al  w  exorbitant  fees  for  the  loca- 
tion of  such  warrants.  • 

Sao.  4.  Jind  he  U further  resolved.  That  nothing  in  the 
first  section  ofthe  act  of  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  granting 
bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soMiers  who  have  been 
engaged  in  themilitary  service  of  the  United  States,  sNhll  be 
so  construed  as  to  exclude  any  commissioned  or  non-com- 
missioned Officer,  musician,  or  private,  vrhether  of/egulars, 
volunteers,  rangers,  at  nriUtia,  who  was  mustered  into  the 
ser^ce  of  the  Umted  States  for  the  suppression  or  prevent 
tion«f  Indian  hostilities,  and  served  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired by  said  act,  or  whose  services  were  sutaaequenUy 
recognised  by  the  United  Bratea.  ^ 

Sac.  5.  wfad  he  ii  fwrthmr  reeohed.  That  in  all  oases 
where  tiie  militia  or  volnnteera,  or  State  troops  were  called 
out  under  the  laws  or  executive  authority  of  any  State,  and 
Who  served  in  defence  ofthe  country,  and  whose  service 


have  been  re.cogni%ed  and  paid  by  the  United  Stales  Gov 
emnienu  shall  be  considered  as  having  been  in  the  service 
of  the  Uuitod  States,  and  shall  be  entiUed  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act  to  which  these  resolutions  are  explanatory. 

[Mr.  WILDRICK;,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  to  the.  House,  as  correciljr 
enrolled,  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  pruning 
of  additional  copie?  ofthe  Journals  and  documents. 
It  was  then  signed  by  the  Speaker.] 

The  question  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered, 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Is  it  competent,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  to  call  fot  a 
separate  vote  upon  each  section  of  the  resolution? 
There  is  a  rule-  somewhere,  but  I  do'  not  know 
where  it  can  be  found. 

Mr.  WELCH,  X^n  his  seat.)    Rule  53. 

Mr.  BISSELL!  If  the  previous  question  is 
still  in  force,  I  call  for  the  question. 

[A  message  in  writing  was  here  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  which  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  day's  proceedings  was 
laid  before  the  HoCise.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  make  a 
question  of  order  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remind 
the  gentleman  that  while  the  roll  is  being  called  it 
is  not  in  order  to  make  explanations. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  bill  makes 
an  appropriation  of  (L500«0CM). 

Cries  of  **  Call  the  roll !"    "  Call  the  roH!" 

Mr.  BRENTON,  when  his  name  was  t^Ied, 
asked  to  be  excused  from  vo'ting,  as  he  was 
included  under  the  exceptions  contained  in  the 
40th  mle. 

The  question  being  put  and  taken  upon  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  and  engrossed,  it 
resulted — yeas  89,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercroiabie,  Willis  Allen,  Andrews, 
Ashe,'Bartiett,  Bennett,  Bibighaus,  BisseO,  Breckenridge, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Bnsiiy,  B.  Carrinaton  Cabell,  Caldwell, 
Chastain,  Churehwell,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb, 
Conger,  Cullom,  John  G.  Davis,  Doty,  Dunham,  Eastman,' 
Faulkner,  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Florence,  Gamble,  Gavlord, 
Gentry,  Giddings,  Gonnan.  Grey,  Hall,  Isliam  G.  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  HaiVis,  Hascail,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  John  W. 
Hows,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Joha 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,'  J.  Glancy  Jonea,  Kalm% 
Kurtz,  Lockhart,  Mace.  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  Mo> 
lony,  Morehead,  Murphy,  Nabcrs,  Olds,  Peaslee,  Pcnn, 
Polk,  Potter,  Powell,  Rantodl,  Bichardson,  Riddle,  Robin- 
aon,Sackett,  Savage,  Smart,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Richard  H. 
,  Stantt>n,  Abr>m  P.  Stevens,  Aone,  Stuart,  Sweetser,  Ts^ 
lor,  Thurston,  Vcnable,  Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Wat- 
kins,  Welch,  Addison  Whit<i,  WUcoz,  Williams,  and 
Yates— 60. 

NA  YS-^Mwers.  Aiken,  AIlWi,  John  Aopleton,  WiWam 
Appleton,  Averett,  Babcock,  Bocoofc,  J.  H.  Boyd,  Bragf, 
Burrows,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,Cartter.  Chap- 
man, Curtis,  Georae  T.  Davis,  Dockery,  Durkee.  Eamund- 
son,  Evans,  Floyd,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  FuMer,  Good- 
Mow,  Grow,  Haiper,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hibbard,  Houston. 
Howard,  Hunfer,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  James  Johnson,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  Gcory  W.  Jones,  Geo.  G.  Kina.  Preston  Kinf, 
Landry,  Letcher,  McDonald,  Meachano.  Millkon,  Henry  D. 
Moore,  Newton,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Penniroan,  Perkins, 
Bobbins.  Robie,  Scudder,  Scurry,  David  L.  Seyanour,  Ori- 
gen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton.  Smith,  Alexander  H.  SteMens, 
Sutherland,  George  W.  Thompson,  ^ownshend,  Tuck, 
Walbridfe,  Wallace,  and  Wildrick— 66. 

So  Uie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H  ARRIS,  of  Tenoessee.    I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  this  bill  was  brdered  to  be' 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  to  lay  that 
motion  upon  the  table.  • 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  call  for  a 
division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  JON£^,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  question 
is  divisible,  and  the  first  question  is  upon  laying 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table.  If  that 
motion  is  voted  down,  then  the  question  will  recur 
upon  the  reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  option  of  the  House 
it  may  be  divided,  but  cannot  oy  th» Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  laying  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to — ayes  47,  noes  not  count^. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  1  believe  the  previous  ques- 
tion has  now  exhausted  itself,  and  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  ^as 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  may 
prevail;  for  if  it- 
Mr.  STEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  bill  having  passed  under  the  opeis 
ation  of  the  previous  question,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  is  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  opinion  of  <,he  Chair  is. 
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that  the  previous  question   has  been  cxhRUSicd, 
.  and  that  the  motion  to'  reconsider  is  debatable. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  hope  tlie  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime  may  prevail.  If  it  does,  I 
mean  to  make  a  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee  where  it  may  be  fully  considered. 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDG^.  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
upon  that  motion  to  those  having  constituenu  in- 
terested in  these  land  warrants.  X  am  in  favor  of 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  select  committee. 
By  the  l^ill  as  it  now  stands  the  holders  of  these 
warrants  are  limited  in  the  location  of  them  to  the 
lands  in  tlie  market  at  the  lime  the  bill  was  passed. 
Since  that  time  great  quantities  of  lands  have  been 
brought  into  market.  Should  you  not  adopt  an 
amendnieot  including  the  lands'that  were  brtuight 
into  market  after  the  passage  of  that  bill,  it  will  be 
practically  excluding  the  holders  of  land  warrants 
from  die  best  portion  of  the  public  domain. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Will  the  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE.    Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  propose  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  that  he  will  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment such  as  Tsend  to  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE.     1 1  will  cheerfully 
,  yield  to  an  amendment  that  will  accomplish  my 
purpose. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  amendment  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  do  not  propose  to  amend 
the  bill.  This  question  is  open  to  discussion, 
and  I  only  desired  that  the  /Proposition  should 
be  read,  with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
poses of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Brbckcnridob.]  I  will  state  to  tlie*  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  and  to  the  House,  that  wheb  this 
bill  granting  bounty  lands  originally  pasted,  it  had 
no  such  provision  attached  to  it  as  that  which  he 
proposes  to  repeal.  All  lands,  subject  to  entry  at 
the  time  of  making  the  application  to  locate  the 
bounty  lands,  were  open  to  the  soldier.  At  the 
succeeding  session  of  Congress,  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  no  longer  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr. 
Vinton,)  who  seemed  to  be  specially  anxious  to 
prevent  new  States  from  acquiring  benefits  ;grhich 
nad  been  conferred  most  liberally  upon  his  own, 
introduced,  at  what  time  I  know  not,  in  a  bill 
having  no  eonnection  with  bounty  lands  whatever 
a^roviso,  to  repeal  whicn  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky now  makes  his  motion.  In  one  of  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bills  of  the  preceding  session,  a 
proviso  was  introducet^,  providing  that  no  land 
oounty  fbr  mAitary  services  mnted  by  the  act  of 
the  28th  of  September,  1850,  entitled  <*  An  act  i 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officersand  soldiers  j 
who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of ; 
the  United  States,  or  by  virtue  of  any  other  act  of ' 
Congress  heretofore  passed  grantin^and  bounties 
for  miUtary  services,  shall  be  satisfied  out  of  any 
pubhc  land  not  heretofore  brought  into  market, 
and  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  under  ex- 
isting laws."  This  was  a  proviso  to  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  oiU.  In  that  way  it 
passed  the  House,  and,  as  I  think  against  the  sense 
^of  the  House.  I  intend,  when  it  shall  be  in  order, 
*to  offer  an  additional  section  to  the  bill,  to  repeal 
that  clause  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  oill,  thus: 

JSitd  he  U  further  reMoived,  That  eo  much  of  an  act  entitled 
<'  An  act  making  appropriatiooa  for  tbe  civiUnd  diplomatic 
ezpemes  of  Government  fop  tbe  year  ending  tbe  30tb  June, 
1859,  and  Ibr  otiier  purpoMn,''  as  provides  **tbat  no  land 
bounty  fbr  miliiary  senriees  granted  by  the  act  of  the  28tb  of 
September.  1850,  entitled  *  An  act  granting  bountyl  and  to 
certain  omcem  and  soldiers  who  have  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,*  or  by  virtue  of  any  other 
act  of  Congress  heretofore  passed,  grantiM  land  bounties 
for  milittiy  servicee,  sball  be  satisfied  out  ofany  public  land 
not  heretofore  brou^tinto  market,  and  now  subject  to  entry 
at  private  sale  mtder  existing  laws,"  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE.  The  proposition  ia 
not  now  in  oraer.  It  is  evident  that  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  and  myself  are  aiming  at  the  same 
thing.  I  rose  merely  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
aportion  of  the  bill,  and  of  showing  the  importance 
or  amending.it  in  the  manner  suggested.  I  hope 
the  friends  of  the  soldier  will  vote  for  the  reference, 
and  «for  giving  this  privilege  to  holders  of  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion moved,  although  I  would  oppose  it,  if  nothing 
influenced  me  but  £e  reasons  which  have  hitherto 
been  assigned  in  its  favor.  I  am  decidedly  opposed 
to   the  amendment  which   the  geDtlemao   from 


Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  designs  to  offer  to  the  bill, 
in  case  the  vote  to  reconsider  prevails.  To  open 
the  virgin  lands  of  the  territories  to  the  liability  of 
being  taken  by  the  holders  of  these  warrants,  is  a 
measure  which  I  can  never  support.  I  had  the 
pleasure  during  the  last  summer  to  travel  through 
several  of  the  Western  States,  and  into  one  of  &e 
Tprritories.  In  Minnesota  I  found  men  who  had 
removed  from  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  to  escape  the 
effect  of  such  a  provision  as  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  proposes,  by  Ids  amendment,  to  make 
general  throughout  the  Territories  and  our  whole 
domain.  These  men  fave  me  as  the  only  reason 
for  leaving  the  fertile  fields  and  prairies  of  those 
States,  that  the  villages  which  they  had  commenced 
to  build  up  by  haid  labor,  amidst  the  inconveni- 
ences of  a  frontier  life,  had  become  surrounded 
by  the  lands  of  those  who  had  bought  up  and 
located  land  warrants,  and  who,  amidst  the  luxu- 
ries of  eastern  cities,  were  waiting  for  their  lands 
to  be  mode  valuable  by  the  haro  labor  of  tlie 
western  farmer.  They  told  me  that  thev  would 
no  longer  work  to  develop  a  country,  when  the 
land  alK>ut  them,  without  an  inhabitant  upon  it, 
was  to  be  enhanced  in  value  by  their  labor  only; 
and  to  escape  such  a  necessity  they  had  gone  to 
Minnesota,  where  land  warrants  cannot  be  located 
by  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  where  the  actual 
inhabitants  own  the  soil.  These  men  were  those 
who  live  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows — ^honest  citi- 
zens, desirous  only  of  earning  a  livelihood  and 
competence,  by  hard  labor  and  patient  industry. 

It  inay  be  that  the  only  satisfaction  we  shall  de- 
rive from  attempting  to  arrest  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  will  be  to  ^in  the  privilege  of  givmg  a  de- 
liberate vote  against  it.  That  satisfaction  I  nope  to 
have,  and  also  that  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  some  of  my  objections  to  its  provisions. 
I  call  the  attention  of  members  to  the  fact,  that 
this  bill  has  its  present  place  ahead  of  all  other 
business,  because  we  have,  in  regard  to  this 
measure,  dispensed  with  the  formalities,  requi re- 
meats,  and  tests  which  are  required  in  all  other 
cases.  This  bill  has  been  to  no  standing  commit- 
tee, has  never  been  considered  in  Committee  of  \ 
the  Whole  House,  except  the  first  section  of  it, ! 
and  is  now  attempted  to  be  forced  through,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question.  I  am  un- 
able to  understand  the  occasion  of  this  hot  haste, 
and  undignified  rapidity  of  legislation,  unless 
speculators  in  warrants  are  impatient  to  have  a 
good  branch  of  business  opened  to  them  for  the 
winter.  Gkntlemen  may  suppose  that  the  multi- 
plication of  land  warrants  'by  this  bill  will  espe- 
cially benefit  the  Western  donees  of  the  land. 
They  may  be  right  in  this  supposition,  but  I  can 
assure  them  that  the  sharp-sighted  speculators  of 
the  Atlantic  cities  will  divide  the  spoils  with  them.  ! 
They  will  buy  the  warrants  at  a  great  discount, 
locate  them  in  large  or  small  parcels  in  all  parts 
of  the  West,  and  patiently  wait  at  home  for  the 
Western  men  to  give  a  high  value  to  these  lands 
by  labor  and  toil,  in  which  the  speculators  will 
not  participate.  The  lands  will  thus  be  held  in  a 
sort  of  mortmain,  and  the  new  States  be  cursed 
by  the  sharpers,  who  refuse  to  take  a  share  in  the 
hardships  of  that  frontier  life,  by  which  they  at- 
tempt to  become  enriched. 

This  bill  has  been  talked  about  yesterday  and 
to-day;  but  until  within  a  short  time,  we  have 
not  heard  a  word  upon  that  part  of  it  which 
gives  to  it  its  chief  importance.  The  great  feature 
of  the  bill  is  contaiuea  in  the  fourth  section.  To 
that  section,  I  invite  the  particular  attention  of 
this  House.  It  proposes  to  ^nt  bounty.lands  to 
all  who  have  been  engaged  since  1790  in  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities.  It  creates  a  new 
class  of  beneficiaries  for  bounty  land,  indefinite  in 
number,  and  to  an  extent  unestimated  and  un- 
known. 

The  attempt  is  made  to  force  this  law  to  the 
last  stage  of  enactment,  when  no  gentleman  has 
yet  proposed  to  lay  before  us  any  estimate  what- 
ever of  the  extent  of  land  which  will  be  appro- 
priattti  under  the  operation  of  this  law.  Does 
this  haste  become  us?  I/i  it  necessary  for  the 
friends  of  the  law  to  deny  us  light,  and  to  force  a 
vote  without  knowing  themselves,  or  permitting 
others  to  know,  anything  of  the  amplitude  of 
the  provision^  of  this  law? 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fate 
of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  fourth  section, 
in  the  hist  Congress.  It  was  then  thoroughly 
discussed,  and»  after  mature  comideration,  was] 


condemned.  It  was  stated  during  the  dbcussion  / 
by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  of  great  experience  and 
great  wisdoiii,  (Mr.  Vinton,)  that  applications  for 
these  gratuities  of  land  hud  been  bmre  Con^twia 
for  about  twenty-five  years,  and  had  always  lieen 
refused.  Tlie  ajiplicaitons  had  been  examined  at 
every  Congress  and  condemned,  first  because  of 
want  ^of  merit  in  the  applicants,  who  had  been 
paid  for  all  services  they  had  performed,  and  there- 
fore deserved  nothing,  in  Justice;  and  secondly, 
because  the  policy  of  our  legislators  had  alwavs 
condemned  all  schemes  of  plundering  the  public 
Treasury,  or  the  public  domain.  Yet  a  law  did 
pass  the  last  Congress  of  uni>aralle]ed  amplitut]«-v 
giving  lands  to  an  immense  number,  which  it  i» 
now  proposed  to  follow  up,  by  a  precipitate  en- 
actment ofanuther  law  of  unesitmatea  and  unknown 
capacity.  If  gentlemen,  afler  examining  .the  lavr, 
and  ascertaining  what  it  mean»,  and  what  it  is  to 
accomplish,  are  indined  to  vote  for  it,  so  be  it.  I 
shall  not  be  captious,  but  shall  content  myself 
with  the  opposition  which  one  member  can  make, 
and  which  my  own  judgment  dictates. 

Let  me  say  a  few  wo/ds  in  regard  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  only  tojlhe  making 
of  land  warrants  assignable.  We  have  been  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  have  heard, 
many  remarks  upon  this  section;  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  stated,  yfh&i  I  now  say,  that  some  ten 
days  ago  a  bill  passed  this  House,  and  is  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  making  land  warrants  assignable. 
This  section  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and  can  do 
nobody  any  ^ood.  i  voted  for  the  other  bill,  and 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  reenactment  contained 
in  this  section,  if  one  reason  could  be  given  for  it. 
I  do  not  believe  that  such  reduplication  in  the 
labors  of  this  branch  of  Congress  is  becoming,  a»- 
suihing,  as  it  does,  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
may  not  be  attracted  by  doing  a  thing  over  once. 
It  will  also  lead  to  confusion. 

I  will  only  say  in  regard  to  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill,  which  is  designed  to  give  bounty  hinds  to 
such  State  troops  as  have  been  recognized  and  paid 
for  by  the  United  States,  that  the  section  does  not 
enlarge  in  the  least  the  law  of  1850,  as  now  ^ad- 
ministered.  Such  claimants  are  now  afiowed 
bounty  lands,  as  any  one  may  learn  by  inquiring 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

The  second  and  third  section»in  regard  to  ^y- 
ments  to  assistant  registers,  I  have  not  exammed 
with  much  care.  As  at  present  inclined,  I  inter- 
pose no  objection.  1  believe  that  all  ofiicers  should 
nave  fair  compensation  for  their  services,  and  if  it 
be  the  intention  of  these  sections  to  secure  such  a 
purpose,  I  shall  give  them  my  support.  I  consider 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  creating  the  new  class 
of  land  warrants,  as  before  stated,  to  have  an 
overwhelming  importance,  which  throws  all  the 
other  sections  into  comparative  insignificance.  To 
that  I  have  exclusively  directed  my  attention, 
leaving  others  to  examine  the  other  provisions  of 
the  measure.  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  consider  the 
great  feature  of  this  bill,  and  to  consider  the  policy^ 
of  this  extravagant  appropriation  of  the  public 
domain,  as  well  as' the  effect  of  it  upon  the  new- 
States,  before  they  give  to  it  the  sanction  of  their 
support.  Let  it  go  through  the  ordinary  ^tasres 
of  legislation,  and  be  tried  by  those  tests  which 
are  uiou^ht  necessary  in  laws  which  have  not  one 
thousandth  part  of  the  importance  of  tbis.  Under 
the  fourth  section  of  the  oill  there  is  concealed  a 
monster,  whose  talons  may  pierce  the  new  States, 
and  curse  them  for  many  years.  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  drag  him  forth  and  destroy  him.  I  content 
myself  with  only  pointing  to  the  place  where  he 
lies  concealed. 

1  did  not  rise  with  the  purpose  of  occupying  so 
much  of  your  time.  As  I  said  at  the  outset,  I 
fear,  from  the  indications  about  me,  that  opposition 
will  be  fruitless,  and  that  I  must  content  myself 
with  the  enactment  of  a  bad  law,  by  the  reflection 
that  I  opposed-and  voted  against  it.  I  have  pointed 
out  some  of  my  objections  to  the  bill,  and  i  close. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tycx]  has  opened  a  dis- 
cussion here  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  new  States 
of  the  resolution  now  before  us  for  consideration. 
I  have  thought,  and  still  think,  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  West  understand  her  interests. 
They  have  not  been  licensed  heretofore  of  eny 
negligence  im  this  respect.  The  genfleman  is 
very  oQuch  afraid  that  our  interests  will  be  neg- 
lected and  forgotten.  Well,  for  owe,  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  Ihai  I  think  we  uodetvtand  tbe  iateravU  of 
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the  West  quite  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  Hampehire.  The  gentleman  says  that  he  i« 
oppooed  to  certain  prortsions  in  this  bill,  because 
m^y  open  a  door  to  speculation.  How,  sir?  We 
kare  watched  the  operations  of  the  bill  as  it  now 
«xi9ts,  and  bow  has  it  been?  The  speculator 
who  buys  the  land  or  buys  the  warrant  without 
«n  assignment  upon  th«  mck,  buys  it  at  a  far  less 
piiee  tluui'  he  would  if  he  gpt  the  assignment,  be- 
csaac  he  is  to  run  the  hazard  of  ^tting  the  title. 
The  man  wfto^iends  to  buy  him  a  home,  and 
vho  has  onlv  money  enough  to  do  it,  is  not  going 
to  mn'aoy  enance  in  speculation.  It  is  only  the 
•peculator  who  wUl  do  it. 

Mr.  TUCK»  It  seems  I  was  not  fortunate 
^h  to  make  myself  understood.  I  Toted  for 
LW  which  passed  a  few  days  since,  making 
land  warrants  assignable.  The  gentleman 
■uaunderstood  me.  I  said  1  am  opposed  to  any 
proposition  subjecting  the  public  dsmain  to  entry 
by  these  land  warrants,  for  the  reason  that  it 
voaUl  open  all  the  new  Territories  to  the  specu- 
laHorB;  and  to  this  I  am  opposed. 

Air.  RICHARDSON.  I  understood  the  een- 
llfnun  from  Nfew  Hamps^iire,  I  think.  What 
Hsscio  wt  here  that* this  Gk>vertmientshould  not  give 
tbe  priTile^  to  enter  land  in  Minnesota  as  well 
«B.  ia  lUiiiois?  Can  the  gentleman  assign  an^  good 
MBsup ?  He  says  the  effect  of  it  is,  to  drive  our 
yopaJfttion  from  Illinois  to  locate  in  the  Territo- 
t  where  they  will  not  have  to  meet  competi- 
fixMBi  the  spefxilator  holding  these  land  war- 
Has  not  your  Government  perpetrated 
fioiatd  by  pretending  to  give  the  public  domain  to 
citizens  for  public  services,  when  it  only 
them  the  refuse  of  the  lands?  Can  the  gen« 
IB  assign  any  reason  why  an  individual  who 
wa  warrant  from  Qovenunent  for  land,  should 
locate  in  Minnesota  as  well  as  in  Illinois? 
itleman  says  that  the  question  was  dis- 
in  the  last  Congress,  and  that  the  subject 
perfectly  understood.  I  concur  with  the 
miade  by  the  gentleman  from  Florida, 
nfr.  Cabku.,]  that  the  amendment  restricting  the 
mtHoa  of  the  warrants  to  the  lands  then  in  mar- 
bH,  Ibond  its  way  through  this  House  covertly; 
Sal  Us  p«urpo06  was  not  avowed, nor  was  it  under- 
I  understand  from  gentlemen  around  me, 
eune  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and 
m  one  of  your  appropriation  bills,  and 
tlie  plen  that  it  would  have  checked  the 
of  Government,  unless  these  'lands  were 
,fifc«ff  frmii  the  soldiers.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
'^ftwttjpassed.  I  think,  however  pertinent  this 
nission  may  be  at  this  time,  that  there 
opriate  place  for  the  discussion  of  all 
._  _  dona.  I  want  this  thing  disposed  of, 
Jtli$£^e  purpoae  of  producing  this  result,  I 
^0m4f  P^vi<>us  Question. 
■  Jfc  yffTT  T  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
'-WHnr  his  call  for  the  previous  question  for  a 
■^  Its.       V 


icall  beinff  withdrawn— 
r.  8AYLY  resumed.    I  only  desire  to  sa^*  a 
tin  reference  to  the  remarks  of  my  friend_from 
it, JMr.  Cabell,]  ailQ  my  friend  from  Illi- 

fMr.  RiCHAaDsoN,]  in  respect  to  the  provis- 
~  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  passed 

Ef  hst  session  of  Congress.    It  was  trd^  that 
aaiepdment  was  moved  by  the  gentleman 
Ohio  (Mr.  Vinton)  at  that  time,  and  that  I 
fl&U  him  zealously  in  passing  it.    I  therefore  feel 
mnmtfftpdite  as  responsible  for  that  amendment  as 
'4w  geflueman  from  Ohio.    The  motives  which 
d  OS  were  these:  At  that  time  it  was  almost 
that  unless  we  husbanded  the  resources  of 
Chnreniment  very  carefully*  we  should  have  to 
to  loans  to  carry  on  the  Government.    A 
Itttd  been  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
^^Vcssary.and  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  the  position 
'^^ildien  occupied,  to  tbie  every  means  in  my 
ts  obviate  that  necessity.    We  desired  to 
i  the  location  of  these  warrants  to  lands 
irU<li  had  been  already  in  the 'market,  in  order 
'^   Atrt  Mk^t  still  continue  to  get  some  revenue 
m  tlispS>Kc  lands  which  at  that  time  I  thought 
W«M  wtmi  ifcry  much.    I  have  not  aeen  the 
of  tbs  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I 
,a9t  aUa,  therefore,  to  say  Mrith  any  great  con- 
~icr  this  source  of  revenue  from  the 
esji  now  with  sa^ty  be  dispensed 
llio  operation  ai  this  provision,  not- 
tMptedictions  that  tnis  bounty  land 
the  entire  revenue  from  the  pub- 


lic lands,  we  were  enabled  in  the  last  year  to  receive  . 
from  that  source  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  ' 
We  had  another  view,  or  at  least  1  had,  in  advo-  i 
eating  the  adoption  of  the  provision  to  which  my  [ 
friend  from  FForida  has  referred.  I  shall  not  imi- 
tate the  example  of  the  gentleman  from  New  ; 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Tuck,]  and  undertake  to  in-  | 
struct  these  Western  members  as  to  what  is  their  ; 
interest,  because  in  my  experience  here  durin?  1 
five  Congresses  I  have  found  that  they  are  exceed- 
ingly smart  and  adroit  in  taking  care  of  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  TUCK.    I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman, 
that  I  defy  him  or  any  other  memtfer  who  heard  [ 
my  remarks,  to  find  one  word  that  assumed  any 
position  or  any  right  to  instruct  members  from  any 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  If  that  is  the  case,  let  the  mijtter 
drop.  That  was  the  understanding  of  my  friend 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  of  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  fh)m  New  Hampshire.  Ft  is  a 
small  matter  any  way.  I  had  another  view  in 
wishing  to  confine  the  location  of  these  warrants 
to  lands  already  in  market.  My  own  decided 
opinion  is,  that  it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government 
to  withdraw  its  proprietorship  over  the  public 
lands  within  the  States  as  rapidty  as  it  can  be  done 
with  propriety.  I  knew  that  tne  public  lands  in 
nearly  all  of  the  States  had  already  been  surveyed  ! 
and  were  in  thejnaVket;  and  I  knew,  also,  that  by  ! 
confiaing  tlfe  location  of  these  warrants  to  sucn  j 
lands,  it  would  compel  the  extinction,  to  the  extent  l 
of  these  warrants,  of  the  Government  proprietor-  I 
ship  in  these  cases.  I  did  not  regard  it  as  a  matter  \ 
of  any  hardship  to  these  soldiers,  because  there 
are  in  these  States,  now  open  to  private  entrvj  as 
fine  lands  as  there  are  on  the  face  of  the  eartn.  It 
was  for  these  reasons,  and  not  from  any  disposi- 
tion to  do  injustice  to  warrant  holders,  that  I  felt 
it  my  duty,  in  the  position  1  then  occupied ,  lo  hus- 
band the  resources  of  Government  as  much  as  I 
couJd.  In  doing  that,  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  I 
was  at  the  same  time  carrying  out  this  very  policy 
of  the  Government,  to  which  i  have  referred — that 
is,  the  extinction  of  the  proprietorship  of  this 
Government  over  these  lanas. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  land  warrants  throughout 
the  West  might  have  been  located  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  still  there  would  be  three  millions  of 
acres  lefl  there  now. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  That  was  the  pslicy.I  pur- 
sued.   

Mr.  C  ARTTER.  I  will  trespass  upon  the  time 
of  the  House  but  a  few  moments.  1  hope  that 
the  motion  to  engross  this  bill  mby  be  reconsid- 
ered, for  I  understand  by  gentlemen  oest  acquinted 
with  the  rules  of  the  House,  that  they  permit  an 
expression  ofHhe  sentiment  of  the  House  in  refer- 
ence to  the  merits  of  the  biU,  and  that  they  also, 
tolerate  amendments.  My  objections  to  tne  bill  ! 
are  not  of  the  character  tliat  have  been  alluded  to,  i 
and  do  not  obviate  the  objection  of  throwing  away 
the  public  domain.  I  am  done  with  that  point; 
but  my  prayer  now  is,  that  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  may  urge  forward  his 
m^easure  for  the  distribution  of  the  public  domain 
among  men  who  will  till  and  occupy*  it.  The 
measure  will  succeed.  The  struj^le  in  regard  to 
this  bill,  and  every  bill  of  a  kindred  character, 
which  has  come  before  this  body  since  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  hns  been  a  mere  scramble 
among  speculators  to  plunder  the  public  domain. 

In  the  pursuit  of  this  measure,  you  have  hunted 
up  all  the  patriots  that  ever  shouldered  a  musket, 
and  they  have  even  got  warrants  for  corn-stalk 
service  m  the  States.  We  have  exhausted  this 
avenue  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public  domain; 
for  every  man  that  ever  heard  or  smelt  powder,  or 
tliat  had  a  great-great-grandfather  that  ever  did,* 
has  been  provided  for  as  a  patriot  in  the  public 
service.  [Laughter.]  I  know  that  this  way  of 
talking  is  ft  little  unpopular.  The  army ,  and  every-  , 
body  that  ever  heard  of  it,  is  canonized,  and  I  am 
aware  .that  I  run  some  little  risk  of  getting  into 
collision  with  this  patriotic  force.  ^  Nevertheless, 
no  gentleman  will  differ  with  me  in  this,  th*t,  in  t 
the  wide  range  of  public  benevolence,  in  the  dlrec-  r 
tion  of  military  seqrice,  they  have  got  them  all  in  j 
—corn-stalks  and  all.  j 

But,  sir,  my  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  we  are  ' 
exhibiting  our  financiering  talents;  we  are  making  ; 
an  exhibition  of  our  abundant  capacity  to  throw  ' 
away  the  pubUc  domain — a  domain  purchased  out 
of  the  gentral  Treasury,  and  paid  for  in  the  coats 


and  panthloons  of  the  citizens — a  domain  that  be- 
longs, (if  tax-paying  constitutes  any  rule  of  judg- 
ment in  the  premises,)  not  to  the  States,  as  some 
have  Contended,  or  to  the  corn-stalk  army;  but 
that  belongs  to  the  individual  citizens,  in  rights 
secured  by  individual  taxation,  and  that  is  to  be 
compensated  for,  when  it  is  alienated  by  tlie  Fed- 
end  Gfovernment,  in  the  same  description  of  taxa- 
tion. Nevertheless,  it  is  doomed  to  go,  snd  I  do 
not  raise  my  voice  against  its  alienation,  for  it 
would  be  impotent  for  that  purpose. 

But  to  the  Question  of  financiering  as  connected 
with  this  suDJeet.  We  are  proving  ourselves 
abundantly  profligate  in  throwing  away  the  public 
domain,  and  not  only  that,  but  abundantly  profli- 
gate in  drawing  out  of  the  public  Treasury  money 
outside  of  the  domain,  to^provide  for  its  distribu- 
tion. You  not  only  tax  the  citizen  by  kis  con- 
tribution to  the  Federal  Treasury,  for  the  purchase 
of  this  domain, Jbut  you  propose  by  this  bill  to  tax 
him  further  in  the  process  of  giving  it  away  to 
patriots.  What  is  the  third  section  of  this  bill  * 
It  says,  "  qfflcers^  whether  inororU<ifq0ee.**  You 
are  not  eontent  with  paying  officers  m  ofiice,  and 
with  prospects  for  the  ruture,  but  you  pay  riien 
whether  in  or  out  of  office — the  rest  of  mankind. 
[Laughter.]^ 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
permit  me — as  I  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  floor 
when  he  shall  have  concluded — to  say  a  word  or 
two  upon  that  third  section } 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Well,  perhaps  I  might  if  I 
knew  what  you  weregoing to  say. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Whatl  should  say  would  be 
directly  against  what  you  are  saying,  and  it  would 
be  based  upon  the  bill  itself  which  you  misappre- 
hend entirely. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  may  misapprehend  the 
bill,  but  it  certainly  reada,  that  <*said  ofilcers, 

*  wheiher  in  or  out  ofqffUe  at  the  time  of  die  passage 

*  of  this  act,  or  their  legal  or  personal  representa- 
*tives,  in  case  of  their  death,  shall  be  entitled  to 

*  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States" — 
not  from  the  revenues  of^tbe  public  domain,  not 
from  the  fund  proposed  to  be  distributed  by  this 
bill,  but  from  the  general  revenues  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  ORR,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  the  gentleman.  Is  he  aware  that 
that  applies  also  to  the  Mexican  bounty  land  war- 
rants that  have  already  been  paid  ? 

Mr.  CARITER.  Precisely  so.  It  is  a  bill 
in  the  past,  present^  and  future  tenses;  providing 
for  the  dead  and  the  living;  for  men  in  office  and 
out  of  office.  A  more  flagrant  and  profligate  meas- 
ure/or drawing  money  out  of  the  public  Treasury  t 
it  appears  to  me,  has  never  been  submitted  to  this 
House.  Is  it  not  enough  in  all  conscience  to  tax 
the  American  citizen  to  fill  your  public  Treasury, 
and  then  give  away  the  resources  that  have  been 
purchased  by  his  taxation,  without  drawing  upon 
the  public  Treasury  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  by  which  it  shall  be  g^iven  away  ?  l  regard 
it  as  an  outrage  upon  the  private  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen who  has  not  bad  the  gratification  of  shoulder- 
ing a  corn-stalk. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  WiU  the 
gentlemen  permit  me } 

Mr.  CARTTEIR.  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the 
officers  of  the  late  war.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  supposed  the  gentleman 
had  finished.  * 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  will  give  way  to  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  did  not  rise  with  the  in- 
tention of  replying  to  the  gentleman's  remarks^ 
but  merely  to  say  that  it  must  be  apparent  to  the 
House,  that  the  course  of  this  proceeding  had 
thrown  the  friends  of  a  measure  similar  to  this  into 
a  position  on  which  they  must  either  have  en- 
grossed the  bill  or  killed  it,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
tnat  the  House  will  now  unanimously  agree  to  the 
reconsideration,  and  (6  the  commitment  of  the  bill 
either  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  or  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view 
that  a  bill  may  be  brought  in  here  upon  which 
gentlemen  can  expend  their  eloquence  and  their 
energy.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  frotri 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  yield  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  yielded 
the  floor  absolutely. 

Mr.  JONES,  or  Tennessee.    I  undtsitood  the 
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gentleman  from  Ohio  aa  inertly  yieldio^  for  on 
explanation . 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Certainly.  I  only  yielded 
for  an  explanation,  and  I  wish  now  to  state  a  fact. 

Mr.  MARSHALLr.  I  declined  to  take  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  explanation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.      The  Chair  desires  to 
^  know  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  whether  he  Imd 
yielded  the  door  fin^y,  or  merely  for  explanation? 

Mr.  CARTTER,    Only  for  explanation. 

Mr.  MARSrLA.lX.  Well,  1  declined  at  the 
time  to  accept  it  for  that  purpose. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
k  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CARTTER,  I  will  jield  the  floor  finally 
in  a  moment,  but  not  by  calhns'  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  fact  that  I  was  about  stating  at  the 
time  my  friend  from  Kentucky  rose,  was  this,  that 
9Yery  one  of  these  warrants  costs  the  public  Treas- 
oty  two  dollars.  Now  I  want  tiiis  measure 
opened  up.  If  we  dispose  of  this  public  domain, 
let  us  do  It  intelligently  and  responsibly,  and  not 
under  the  gag[  of  the  previous  question,  or  by 
force  of  the  driQ,  taking  hold  upon  combinations 
here.  Give  vm  an  open  sea,  and  a  fair  sail  upon 
this  C|uestion,  and  I  apprehend  that  a  portion  of 
this  bill  at  any  rate  will  be  obliterated. 

Mr.  J0NE5S  of  Tennessee.  It  is  vry  evident, 
I  think,  from  the  vote  of  this  House  refusing  to 
lay  upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
rote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
that  the  bill  is  not  now  in  a  form  that  meets  the 
wishes  and  views  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 
While  there  is  a  decided  majority  of  the  House 
for  the  main  and  principal  feature  of  this  bill, 
there  is  also,  I  think,  a  majority  against  the  bill  as 
it  now  stands. 

In  the  first  place,  the  first  section  of  this  bin  is 
perhaps  wholly  and  entirely  unnecessary,  because 
this  House  has,  upon  a  former  day  of  the  present 
session,  passed  a  provision  to  effect  exactly  the 
same  purpose  that  this  section  is  intended  to  ac- 
comphsh. 

Tne  next  section,  which  provides  for  giving 
lees  and  augmented  fees  to  the  receivers  and  reg^- 
ters  of  the  land  oflics  who  shall  locate  the  land 
warrants,  is  not  in  a  form  that  suits  mjself,  and 
I  think  vciymany  of  us,  if  not  a  majority  of  this 
House. 

I  must  say  that  I  do  not  understand  the  full 
bearing  of  that  section.  If  it  shall  pass  into  a  law, 
I  suppose  it  is  to  give  to  these  ofiicers  the  same 
fees  to  which  they  would  have  been  entitled  if  tlie 
land  had  been  entered  and  paid  for  as  provided  fbr 
in  ihia  section;  and  not  only  this,  but,  if  I  under- 
stand it,  it  does  more — it  authorizes  the  registers 
aijul  receivers  to  receive  similar  fees  for  the  land 
warrants  they  have  heretofore  located  nnder  the 
law  granting  bounty  lands  to^  the  soldiers  in  the 
Mexican  war.  But  this  section  makes  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  soldiers  who  are  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  Government  under  the  acts  of  Congress 
granting  bounty  lands.  It  provides  that  the  sol- 
dier shall  locate  the  land  himself,  and  that  the 
Gk>vemment  shall  then  take  the  responsibility  of 
paying  the  register  and  receiver  for  locating  them. 
I  ask  you  how  does  the  soldier  who  paid  it  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  receiver  of  the  land  oflice 
ret  it  back  from'  that  officer?  This  bill  provides 
m  the  first  instance,  that  everybody  shall  make 
payment  to  the  register  and  receiver  the  fees  for 
locating  th«  Warrants,  and  that  when  he  comes  to 
seUle  with  the  Treasury  Department  th^  shall 
be  refunded  to  him  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  as  much  as  *he  has  received  from 
the  man  himself.    It^provides  that^ — 

"The  rcf<<tera  «0d  receivers  of  the  United  8ttles  \mn4 
oillce*  ahull  hereafter  be  reverslly  satborixcd  fochar(«  and 
receive  for  their  lervices  io  locating  bounty  land  warrants, 
the  pame  mte  of  compeniMitioti  or  percenta]^  to  which  they 
are  entitled  by  law  for  sales  of  the  pnhJic  lands  for  cash,  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  t^venty  Ave  centr  per  acre,  the 
aaSd  comtiensaiion  to  be  hereafter  imid  by  the  assignees  or 
'^.holders  of  such  warrants,  in  aH  cases  where  the  same  have 
been  transferred  by  the  soldier  nr  his  legal  or  personal  rep- 
resentative, under  the  pmvi»tons  of  the  acts  of  Congress, 
and  the  regnlatioiis  of  the  General  L*and  Office  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  such  officers,  where 
it  shall  be  shown  ^>  the  satisfaction  of  the  General  Land 
Office  ^al  the  same  was  located  by  tfie  soldier  or  warrantee, 
orin  case  of  his  death  by  Ms  next  of  kio,  at  provided  by  the 
■eta  of  Congress  aforesaid." 

Mr.  BISSELL.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
tar  a  moment? 
Mr.  JON  ES.    Certai  nly . 
Mr.  BIBSELL.    By  tfa«  termtof this  reiolation  \ 


it  is  not  contemplated  that  the  soldier  himself,  in 
locating  the  warrant,  shall  pay  anything  to  >the 
register  and  receiver  for  said  \oc9iion.  The  Gov- 
erumeut  itself  is  to  allow  compensation  to  the 
roister  and  receiver,  when  the  soldier  has  not 
transferred  the  warrant;  bnt  when  the  soldier  has 
made  a  transfer,  the  assignee  who  made  the  pur- 
chose  is  reauired  to  pay  the  compensation  to  the 
register  ana  receiver. 

Mr.  JONES.  Still  you  authorize  the  soldier  to 
transfer  his  warrant,  and  you  change  the  assignee 
the  price  of  the  fees  which  you  authorize  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  to  receive  for  making  the 
location.  When  the  man  comes  to  buy  the  war- 
rant from  the  soldier,  it  will  reduce  the  value  ex- 
actly to  the  amount  which  he  is  to  nay  to  the 
receiver  of  the  land  oifice.  Then  this  section 
makes  on  appropriation  out  of  the  Treasury;  and 
by  our  rules  the  bill  should  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniop, 
where  this  section  has  not  been  considered.  To 
the  ncift  section,  which  provides  for  extending  the 
benefits  of  the  act  approved  September  28th,  1850, 
to  other  persons,  I  have  no  oojection;  but  it  will 
not*8ufrer  from  undergoing  an  investigation  by  the 
committee  to  which  it  will  be  referred ,  and  who 
will  report  it  back  in  an  intelligible  form  which 
will  hear  the  test  of  scrutiny. 

I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  another 
subject  which  has  been  introduced  here;  that  is, 
the  proviso  which  was  incorporated  into  the  cavil 
and^ diplomatic  bill  the  last  session  prohibiting  the 
loca'tion  of  bounty  land  warrants  upon  any  londs 
other  than  those  whicli  had  been  surveyed  and 
brought  into  market.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt}  will  find  ne  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  that  this  provision  was  incorporated 
into  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  under  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  loan.  My  recol- 
lection ,  is  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  a  loan  was  in  the  firat  session 
of  the  last  Congress.  This  proviso,  restricting 
the  location  of  these  bounty  land  warrants,  was 
passed  upon  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of 
the  last  Congress,  when  it  had  been  ascertained 
that  the  revenues  of  the  country  would  exceed  even 
the  wasteful  and  extravagant  and  prodigal  esti- 
mates and  demands  of  the  Administration,  sus- 
tained and  backed  by^the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  (interrupting.)  I 
only  wish  to  set  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
right  as  to  the  matter  of  fact  in  relation  to  this 
lo.'in.  Docs  m>t  my  friend  recollect  that  he  and  I 
had  three  or  four  discussions  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  in  which  lie  undertook  to  show 
that  the  bills  we  had  reported  laigely  exceeded  the 
re^^nues  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  JONES.    That  was  the  first  session. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    At  the  second,  too. 

Mr.  JONES,  (resuming.)  Then  how  did  this 
proposition  ^t  into  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  ? 
Thef  cannot  say  1  did  it.  The  firat  move  which 
was  made  was  to  refuse  to  make  any  appropria- 
tion for  the  further  stirvey  of  the  public  lands  and 
to  provide  for  their  being  brought  into  market  sub- 
ject to  being  Incited  upon  by  these  wammts.  The 
Department  ^id  that  they  must  have  money  to 
survey  the  leinds,  and  it  was  decided  to  put  it  mto 
the  bill,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.^  Vinton,  whose 
name  has  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  tliis 
subject;  but  when  the  appropriation  was  put  in,  it 
was  accompanied  by  a  proviso  to  prevent  the  loca- 
tion of  warrants  upon  such  lands  as  should  here- 
aAer  be  surveyed.  When  it  came  into  the  House 
that  proviso  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill  by  an 
overwhelining  majority,  so  laige  that  those  who 
advocated  it  had  no  show  at  all  upon  the  question. 
Mr.  Vinton  was,  fro^  the  beginning,  uncompro- 
misingly opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bounty 
land  law,  and  threw  all  the  obsUicles  in  his  power 
in  its  way.  If  I  mistake  not,  my  friend  from 
Vh^ia  (Mr.  Batlt]  voted  against  that  law  when 
it  was  befora  the  House. 

Mr,«  BAYLY.  I  must  say  that  my  friend  from 
Tentfessee  does  not  exhibit  his  usual  accuracy  to- 
day.   I  voted  for  it.  . 

Mr.  JONES.  I  recollect  that  the  gentleman 
said  in  a  speech  that  he  did  not  want  his  constitu- 
ents to  get  these  lands  and  remove  from  his  State. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Will  thegentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee permit  me  to  ask  him  if  this  proviso  did 
not  oome  th>m  the  Sanalet  •«  an  ameuiment  ? 


Mr.  JONES.  That  is  just  what  I  am  coning 
to.  When  it  had  been  sicken  oot  in  the  House* 
the  bill  went  to  the  Senate,  and  it  was  imderatood 
that  Mr.  Vinton  followed  it  there  and  got  the  pro* 
viso  incorporated.  It  came  back  to  the  House, 
and  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  upoo 
the  bin,  and  that  conraiittee,  I  beheve,  with  my 
friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  and  Mr.  Vin- 
ton both,  on  it,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  reported 
it  back  here,  when  the  clock  wanted  but  five,  ten, 
or,  at  most,  fifteen  minutes  to  twelve  o'clock,  the 
4th  of  March,  185L  I  then  called  fbr  a  voteupon 
it.  I  wished  to  defeat  the  proviso;  and  I  would 
have  defeated  theffppropriation  bill  sooner  than  to 
have  seen  it  passed  the  House  with  the  proviso  in 
it.  The  committee  had  not  time  to  n^eet  again, 
and  unless  the  House  concttrred  in  the  report  tho 
bill  would  be  lost.  In  that  state  of  feeling,  and  at 
that  period  of  the  session,  passed  the  proviso,  aAer 
three  fourths  of  the  membere  had  voted  againat  ic 

I  hope  this  bill  will  be  referred  either  to  a  select 
committee  or  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiarr', 
or  to  some  other  committee,  which  will  take  the 
suljject  into  consideration  and  make  the  bill  such 
as  it  should  be  and  such  as  shall  meet  the  wishes 
of  1^  majority  of  this  House,  and  which,  at  all 
events,  shall  provide  for  the  ref^eal  of  thatproviscF 
in»the  civil  and  diplomatic  biO  of  the  last  session. 

I  move  tlie  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  waft  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  CLARK  asked  that  the  previous  question 
might  be  withdrawn  for  a  moment. 

fCrieeof  "Toolatel'T 

The  SPEAKER  said  so  remarks  could  be  made 
aAer  the  previous  question  bad  been  seconded* 
The  nuestion  was  now  upon  reconsidering  the  vote 
by  wnich  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  oarritd  in  the 
afiirmative. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider;  and  the 
question  again  recurring  upon  ordering  the  bill  ta 
be  engrofwed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  refer  the  biU  Co  a 
select  committee  of  five. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  to  tfkr 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  to  lay  that  motion  upon  the  Mdils^ 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to.  ,     . 

CUBAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  asked  that  by  unam- 
mous  consent  the  Chair  be  permitted  to  lajr  bi^bre 
the  Honse  the  several  Executive  commomcatiofie- 
upon  the  Speaker's  table.  One  of  these  wes  of  s 
most  important  character,  and  should  be  referred 
t<^  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afllairs.  l^sie 
being  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER  hud  before  the  House  ih»  foU 
lowing  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  viz: 
To  the  Houit  of  RepretentaHvt$  s 

I  transmit  to  tbe  House  of  Representatives  a  report  fton 
tbe  Secrrtary  of  Stste  in  answer  to  the  first  part  oT  a  irao- 
ItKion  of  the  15tti  December  1651 ;  and  also  a  renrnl  ft-em 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  In  answer  lo  the  remnsing  part 
of  the  same  retolatieii. 

MILLARD  FILLBiORE. 

WAsniNOTON,  93il  DtcwnhtTf  1851. 

[The  fln>t  part  of  the  resolotioa  of  the  Honse  referred  tt> 
in  the  above,  called  apon  the  State  Department  for  any  in^ 
fomincinn  in  its  poaacssion  in  regard  to  the  cooclosion  «f  a 
treaty  between  Spain,  France,  and  Great  Britaio  in  reiativQ 
ID  tt>e  Island  of  Cuba,  and  tbe  nature  of  such  tieatr  •  T^ 
Department  informs  the  House  that  it  has  no  knowle^  of" 
the  conclusion  of  any  svch  treaty,  and  that  there  is  food 
reason  to  suppose  thaino  such  treaty  has  beea  enlerad  toto, 
althouf^  there  is  no  ofltcial  iaformatioo  upon  the  snbiect.  , 
The  second  branch  of  the  resolution  called  upon  the  Navy 
Department  for  information  in  recard  to  the  relative  saeugift 
of  the  Rritii*h.  French,  and  the  united  States  squadrons  ia 
the  Weet  India  seas,  and  wtietberadditiooftl^pprrorialiima 
are  necessary  to  increase  the  force  of  the  United  Stales  on 
that  station.  In  response  to4he  above,  die  Secretary  of  the: 
Navy  reports  that  the  Unit(»d  States  have  in  those  seas  but 
five  vessels,  carrying  sitty-llve  guns  fa  the  aggregate ;  that  ^ 
the  British  squadron  consists  of  twenty-one  vessels,  carry- 
ing in  the  aggregate  Hx  hundred  and  thirt)'-two  guns  ;  aod 
that  the  force  of  the  French  is  deemed  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  the  Engttsb.  He  also  states  that  additional  appropria- 
tions are  necessary  if  the  United  States  squadroa  be  in* 
creased,  unless  the  vessels  be  drawn  Unm  other  staHoBS.  j 

Mr.  BA.YLY  moved  that  the  eomraanicatioB 
and  accompanying^  documents  he  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affiun^and  be  printed; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Hoose  a 
communication  from  the  Treesurtr  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compUaoca  with  toe  90th  seolioii 
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August,  1843j  detailed  atate- 

ler  in  which  th«  contingent  funds 

It  have  been  expended  during 

le  aOth  day  of  September,  1651; 

by  Mr.  HOUSrrON,  was  referred  to 
luee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
tted. 

laid  before  the  House  a  coromunicatiou 
J.  Abert,  Colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topo- 
*  Engineers,  a  report  relatiTe  to  the  con- 
of  roads  in  Minnesota  Territory,  in 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  15th 
which, 

»n  by  Mr.  SIBLEY,  was  referred  to 
littee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 

i;«.  oommunication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
imitting  a  report  from  the  Fourth  Audit- 
Treasury,  exhibiting  in  detail  form  the 
allowance  of  the  severaf  officers  of  the 
Marine  Corps  of  the  United  States  for 
year  ending  30th  June,  1851;  which, 
>Uon  by  Mr.  BOCOCK,  was  referred  to 
ittae  on  Naval  Afiairs,  and  ordered  to 

JOHN  S.  THRASHER. 

SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
communicatioQ  from  the  President  of 
Scales,  viz: 

•f  Rtfr€$eiUtUiet$: 

to  «  r«i90lutioDof  the  Uoose  of  Re|nreMiitstivet 

iiutant,  reqQWtinf  iafonnatinii  in  rmrd  to  tlie 

■ftt,  trifti,  aud  Morence  of  J<^n  8.  Tbruhcr  in 

«r  Cuba,  I  tnuMoiit  a  report  tmm  the  Secretary 

lad  the  docymeots  vHiieb  accorapanied  it. 

MILLARD  FU.LMORE. 
isroK,  Deeemhtr  93, 1851. 

i communication  having  been  read, 
iBAYLYf-of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  be  re* 
the  Committee  on  Foreigp  Affairs. 

LOOKS  moved  to  amend  the  motion  as 

dSreeHona  to  examine  into  the  lawa  of  domicil  in 
of  Oaba,  and  to  we  if  they  are  not  proper  oiatr- 
ion  and  treaty.*' 

tton  was  pat,  and  ^e  amendment 

to.. 

aid:     I  do,  not  propose  to  make  any 

[iqian  that  amendment  at  the  present  time. 

You  can't,  for  it  has  passed. 

!•  continued.    But  I  wiD,  at  a  pro]>er  time, 

*  '  ^enc^  of  the  House,  enter  into  an 

what  these  laws  are,  and  how  un- 

rate  upon  our  citizens,  and  the  rea- 

ik  it  a  proper  subject  for  negotiation 

of  our  Government. 

subject  was  then  referred  to  Uie 

Foreign  Affairs. 

^K^    1  believe  that  the  first  message 

'  from  the  President  of  the  United 

in  answer  to  a  resolution  offered 

ic  from  the  Petersburg  district, 

_  «  few  days  ago,  calling  uponihe 

for' information,  as  to  whether  there 

m  treaty  concluded  between   England 

having  relation  to  Cuba.    The  com- 

tn  answer  to  this  legitimately  goes  to 

on    Foreign*  Relations.     There 

part  of  that  resolution  calling  upon 

It  of  the  United  States  to  inform  the 

r,  in  kis  opinion,  it  was  necessary 

in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  should  be 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolu- 

W9M  a  communication  from  the  Navy 

^  and  it  is  my  impression  that  com- 

^lumld  go  to  tne  Committee  on  Naval 

^Vht  chairman  of  that  committee  is  not 

ippoaing  that  is  the  legitimate  refer- 

as«va,  or  ask,  if  it  is  not  apparent  to  the 

ot  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 

i'jtCnred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

BAVLYf  of  Viiginia.    The  reference  I 
fvkoper  one,  as  the  communication 
ItttenaUional  affiucf .    I  have  not,  how- 
objecti6a  to  the  reference  pro- 
[oa. 

if  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
Rsiationa  is  4hs  proper  one,  I 


moved  the  House  adjourn; 
"  to. 
lad. 


NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER:  A  bill  for  reguJatini;  the  mileage  of 
members  of  the  Senate  and  Houaeof  Repreeentativeaortbe 
United  Sitatoa. 


PETITIONS,  auj. 

The  following  pedtioua,  memorial«y  &e.,  were  preacnted 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  tbe  appropriate  cuinmiuees : 

By  Mr.  B&IGGS :  Memorial  from  citizens  of  New  Be&- 
ford,  Mawacbusetta,  lor  the  relief  of  aeamen  at  home,  and 
in  foreign  pottt. 

Also,  for  the  same,  tiM  Nautical  Institntion  and  Ship- 
Master's  Society  of  the  city  of  New  Yorii. 

Also,  fur  the  same,  citixens  of  the  United  States  trading 
with  Havana. 

Also,  for  the  same,  the  Prefiideut  and  Secretary  of  the 
Marine  Society  of  the  city  of  New  Vork. 

Also,  for  the  same,  tbe  Society  in  Philadelphia. 

Also,  for  the  same,  the  Cliamber  of  Commerce  in  the 
dtyofNew  York. 

Also,  for  the  same,  citiaena  residing  in  the  eity  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Also,  for  the  same,  citiaena  reaiding  in  Ifavre  de  Grace, 
France. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Clnunber  of  Commerce  in  the 
dty  of  New  York,  for  Uie  construction  of  a  light  bouM  cm 
Sandy  Key,  Florida. 

By  Mr.  BRAGG  :  The  memorial  of  the  assifnees  of  the 
claim  of  Francis  Collel,  praying  for  tbe  conlirmation  of  the 
title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

By  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Keutueky :  The  memorial  of 
the  administrators  of  John  H.  McUultoii,  deceased,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  the  couunutaiion  to  which  ho  was  en- 
titled. 

By  Mr.  GATLORD :  The  petition  of  J.  S.  Armstrong 
aud  sixty  othnrs,  c|Usena,  of  Wesley  and  vicinity,  Wash- 
ington county,  Oiilo,  asking  a  great  of  land  for  Uie  beiietll 
of  education  in  the  *'  Independent  School  Associatiun,  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Wesley." 

Also,  the  petition  of  ciliaens  of  Somerset,  Perry  coonty, 
Ohio,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  ftotu  Uie 
town  of  Somerset,  in  Perry  county,  to  the  town  of  Jackson, 
in  Licking  county.  Ohio.  , 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS :  Two  petitions,  nomeroasly  signed, 

graying  for  a  mati-route  (Vom  l>ecaturviUe,  Decatur  county, 
y  the  way  of  the  Hermitage  and  SwaUow  Bluff,  to  Sa- 
vannah, Harden  county. 

By  Mr.  MILLSON  :  The  netition  of  Vincent  Walker, 
and  other  watchmen  of  the  Gosport  navy-yard,  asking  an 
increase  of  their  pay. 

Also,  the  petitfou  of  Thomas  Mnrry,  asking  the  payment 
of  comtpensatiou  improperly  withheld. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memorial  of  PaUick  Hayes, 
C.  Ma4aey,Jr.,  and  many  other  citizetis  of  Philadelphia,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  remunerate  the  sufferers  by  French  spolia- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  its  citizens  of  this  c«)autry  previous 
foiauo. 

By  Mr.  MOORE :  Tbe  meoKNial  of  citiaena  of  Philadel- 
phia asking  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  piers  and 
liarbors  in  the  Delaware  river  and  bay. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  MesMis.  H.  P.  It  W.  C.  Taylor, 
and  Powers  and  Weightman,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Con- 
gnus  to  pay  the  expcnsea  of  sc^ng  the  American  specimena 
of  art  to  tbe  London  Industrial  Exhibition. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  December  36, 1851. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

The  PRESIDENT  called  the  Senate  to  order  at 
thirty-five  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock;  and  stated 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  FELCH.    I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  WiU  the  Senator  withdraw 
that  motion? 

Mr.  FELCH.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn^  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  PRESIDENT.  JThe  Chair  is  under  the 
impression  that  the  motion  cannot  be  received. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly 
designates  what  is  to  be  done.  We  cannot  adjourn 
for  more  than  three  days  without  a  joint  resolu- 
tion; and  when  there  is  not  a  quorum  in  attendance 
we  can  only  adjourn  from  (uy  to  day.  Such  is 
t&e  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FELCH.  Then  I  renew  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.    I  think  there  will  be  a 

Suorum  present  in  a  few  minutes.    T  hope  the 
enate  will  not  adjourn  until  we  order  some  in- 
▼estimation  into  tlie  causes  of  the  late  fire.    I  think , 
the  Seii^eant-at-Anns  might  easily  secure  a  quo- 
rum. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Senate  to  send  for  absent  members  if  such  is  its 
pleasure.  • 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while  to 
send  for  absent  members  during  the  holidays.  I 
have  prepared  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  fire, 
which  I  intended  to  submit,  but  I  am  willing  to  let 
it  lie  over.  • 

Mr.  FELCH.  If  there  is  any  object  to  be  ac» 
oompiished  by  withdrawing  the  motion*  1  will 
withdraw  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  onjy  abject  which 


can  be  accomplished  by  not  adjourningt  will  be 
th6  sending  for  absent  ^nators.  The  Snate  can 
order  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  or  wait 
to  see  whether  or  not  they  will  come  in'. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  only  say  that  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  probability  of  obtaining  a 
quorum. 

.Mr.  MANGUM.  I  renew  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ.       ^  ^  , 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  10,  noes  10. 

After  waiting  for  some  time  longer  without  ob- 
taining a  quorum, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  December  26,  1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed 
by  the  Speaker  to  constitute  the  select  committee 
on  the  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  assign- 
ability of  land  warrants,  viz:  Mr. -Dunham,  of  In- 
diana; Mr.  Stsphevs,  of  Geor^;  Mr.  Harrib^ 
of  Tennessee;  Mr.  Tuca,  of  New  Hampshire; 
and  Mr.  Bisiell,  of  Illinois. 

BURNING  OF  THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS* 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communication  from'  the  Li- 
brarian of  Congress;  which  was  read,  as  follows, 
viz: 

Library  or  ConnRBfi,  Deemnher  95, 1851. 

Sir  :  It  if  my  veiy  painful  duty  to  coinmuniciue  to  Con- 
graM  the  dettruction  of  the  boolu,  painCLnca,*sutu«ry, 
medalu,  and  other  property  of  the  principal  Muoon  of  their 
Library,  yesterday  morning,  by  fire  that  orfxinated  In  tho 
room,  in  a  manner  to  roe  lUtogether  unaccountaMe,  aa  no 
Area  have  been  naed  in  it  for  a  Joiig  time,  and  no  candlea, 
lamps,  or  other  Itgbta,  have  ever  been  nsed  in  it  durfng  the 
wh(4e  time  that  it  ban  been  under  my  charce. 

I  liave  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  precise  number  of. 
the  books  that  were  destroyed,  but  l»eUeve  Uiat  it  nuiy  be 
estimated  at  about  thirty-five  thoucand. 

It  is  truly  ftatiryiiM  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  add,  that 
about  twenty  thousand  volumes  of  books  that  were  in  the 
Law  Room,  and  in  the  two  rooms  adjoining  tbe  Saloon  of 
tbe  Library,  are  saf^  Many  of  these  books  belonged  to  the 
library  of  the  late  President  Jeflerson,  that  was  purchased , 
by  C<Migre8s  in  the  year  1815. 

Thev  constitute  me  several  chapters  in  the  Catalogue  of 
the  Library,  acreeablyio  Mr.  JefTerson's  classification,  un- 
der the  following  heads :  Ancient  History  t  American  His- 
tory ;  Ecclesiastical  History ;  Chemistry ;  MIneralogv  and 
Conchology ;  Moral  Philosophy ;  Law  of  Nature  and  Na- 
tions; the  five  chapters  composing  the  law  department  of 
the  Library ;  Religion ;  Politics,  (Including  the  science  of 
Lagislation,  Political  Ecnnomy,  Commerce,  Banking  Sta- 
tislics,  Itc.,)  part  of  the  chapter  on  Architecture,  and  ths 
entire  chapter  on  Muaic ;  Dialogue  and  Epistolary ;  Logic  ; 
Rhetoric  and  Orations,  aud  the  Theory  of  Criticism. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  tbe  searching  investigation  Con- 
gress will  give  to  the  distressing  event,  which  everv  lover 
of  science  and  literature  must  deeply  deplore,  will  lead  to 
a  detection  of  the  causes  tlint  produced  it,  and  to  the  adop- 
tion of  means  that  will  prevent,  in  aU  future  time,  a  recur- 
rence of  the  sad  calamity. 

With  the  most  respectnil  regard,  I  have  thtf  honor  to  be, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  8.  MEEHAN,  Ltkrarimn, 

To  the  Hon.  Ltnn  Bovn, 

Speaktr  of  Hou$t  RefreterUatimes  U,  S.  Congxft' 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  asked  tho 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  subject  referred 
to  in  the  communication  just  read. 

rCries  of  "Read  it!"  ••Read  it'.'T 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  as  follows: 

Joint  Resolution  authorising  an  inquiry  into  tbe  origin  of 
the  late  fise,  by  which  the  National   Library  was  de- 
stroyed. 

Itetolved, That  tbe  Joint  Coromitlee  on  Poblie  Buildings 
and  Gionnds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the 
fire  by  wtiieh  the  National  Library  was  consumed,  on  tlie 
34th  instant,  and  whether  the  same  occurred  ftom  the  neg- 
ligence of  any  oflfcer  of  Covemment,  or  person  in  the  em- 
pfoymentof  either  or  both  Houses  of  Ctmgress,  or  from  the 
defective  construction  of  the  furnaces  or  flues,  or  was  tho 
act  of  an  incendiary;  and  also  the  extent  of  injuiy  to  tbe 
building,  and  the  best  mode  of  reconstructing  the  Libraqr 
Room,  so  as  to  aflbrd  perfect  security  in  the  faune  against 
the  like  disaster,  and  report  the  fects  to  tlM  House.  Tho 
said  committee  sliall  have  power  to  send  fbr  and  examine, 
on  oath,  such  persons  as  msy  have  information  touching 
the  premises. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  tnaking  it  the  duty  of  a  select  coinmiuee, 
to  consist  of  five,  instead  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Oliio 
moves  to  strikeout  the  «*  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds,*'  and  insert  a  *<  select 
committee  of  five." 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    At  the  suggestion  of  tha 
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memJjers  around  me,  I  will  move  to  insert  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  instead  of  that  pro- 
posed in  the  resolutibn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  POWLER.  I  sug^t  an  amendment  to 
the  last  part  of  the  r<?solution.  It  proposes  that 
the  committee  shall  have  power  to  send  for  such 
persons  .as  may  have  information.  Now,  how 
are  we  to  know  they  have  information?  I  suggest 
as  an  amendment  the  words  **  that  may  be  ntp- 
posed  to  have  information,'*  instead  of  the  words 
used  in  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  can  be  in- 
troduced only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  ,  It  has  been 
suggested  to  me,  that  in  the  resolution  offered  to 
the  House,  the  Library  has  been  miscalled,  and 
that  instead  of  being  called  the  National  Library, 
it  should  be  called  tne  Congressional  Library,  or 
the  Library  of  Congress.  I  suppose  that  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Houce  that  alteration 
can  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  was  no  objection 
the  al^^ration  could  be  made. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
altered  accordingly. 

,  The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Fowler]  is  ob- 
jected to,  and  cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  resolution  i&^efective  in  one  particu- 
lar. I  raerehr  make  the  suggestion  to  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  the  resolution,  and  to  the  House, 
that  if  the  House  concur  with  me  in  that  respect 
it  may  be  amended  without  objection.  One  object 
of  the  resolution  seems  to  be  to  inquire  into  the 
best  mode  of  making  the  Library,  when  it  should 
be  rebuilt,  fire-proof,  so  that  it  cannot  be  subjected 
to  any  similar  accident  in  future,  I  simply  wish 
to  inquire,  and  suggest  whether  the  range  of  in- 
vesti^tion  ought  not  to  go  further  than  this,  and 
inquire  as  to  tie  best  means  of  making  the  whole 
Capitol  fire-proof.  It  is  well  known  to  all  that 
this  accident  not  only  destroyed  the  Library,  but 
endangered  every  other  part  of  the  Capitol.  The 
structure  of  this  building  above  the  House  and 
Senate  is  of  wood,  and  both  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Reptesefltatives  are  liable  to  be  consumed  at 
any  time,  as  was  the  Library  day  before  yester- 
day. I  make  this  as  a  suggestion,  and  I  think  the 
resolution  should  be  so  amended. 

Objection  was  made  to  anv  such  change,  and 
the  suggestion  was  not  oonsiaered^^ 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

SEIZURfi  OF  THE  BRIG  AROC. 

Mr.  PULLER,  of  Maine,  by  theg^eneral  consent 
of  the  House,  introduced  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tbat  tb«  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quehted  to  communicate  to  thii^  Houfte,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  intercut,  any  inrormation  in  poaseision  of 
Government  relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  brig  <*  Aroc,''  of 
.  Ea^tpott,  Maine,  owned  by  Z.  A.  Paine,  and  commanded 
by  Captain  A.  C  Spates,  and  the  detention  and  imprison- 
ment of  the  master  in  the  y^ar  A.  D.  1850,  by  the  Haytinn 
aatborities  at  the  iiort  of  Jeremir;  and  olao  what  measures, 
if  any,  that  may  have  been  taken  to  procure  indemnity  to 
the  owners  of  said  brig  for  her  detention,  and  for  the  im- 
prisonment of  tha  master. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  asked  the  unahimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  withdraw  certain  papers  from 
the  files;  but  it  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  Many  of  us  have  important  bills 
to  present  to  the  House,  and  have  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees,,  but  we  shall  never  be 
able  to  do  so,  unldss  we  proceed  to  the  regular 
order  of  business.  The  regular  order  of  business 
is  calling  the  State?  and  Territories  for  petitions, 
and  I  call  for  that  order  of  business  now. 

EXPENSES  OP  THE  FIRE. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  With  the 
permisson  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Cobb]  I  will  state  that  the-  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  received  a  communication  this  morning 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  sta- 
ting that  great  expense  had  been  incurred  in  ex- 
tinguishing the  fire  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that 
an  appropriation  is  needed  to  meet  this  expense, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  building  in  a 
condition  to  be  secure  from  the  action  of  the 
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weather.  I  request  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
to  withdraw  his  caJI  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness, to  enable  me  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  have  no  objection.    1  consent. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  ask  the 
general  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill, 
and  to  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Several  Members.    **  Read  the  bill!" 

The  bill  was  then  read,  as^ follows: 

a 

Au  act  making  appropriation  to  meet  the  expentea  incurred 
in  consequencu  of  the  tate  firs  at  the  Capitol. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of  Repretenta- 
tire$  of  the  United  Statee  of  mSmeriea  in  Congren  om- 
acmbled.  That  the  sum  of  dve  thnuMind  dollars  (le,  and 
the  same  i»  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  he  necetwary,  under  the  direcdon  of 
the  Cnmmiiisioner  of  Public  Biiildinfs,  in  discharfe  of  ex- 
penses incurred  in  tbecxrin^iahmentof  the  late  fire  in  the 
Library  Room,  the  removal  of  the  rubbish,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  such  books  and  other  articles  as  may  have  been 
saved,  and  the  construction  -of  a  tin  roof  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  protection  of  the  public  building  now  exposed. 

The  reading  of  the  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  was  then«called 
for,  and  it  was  read,  us  follows: 

OrricB  OP  CoHMissioKBR  OP  Public  BuiLDiNSf, ) 
•         Wasbinoton,  96<A  December^  1851..    ) 
Honorable  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
*     Chainnan  Com.  on  Puhlie  Buildinge  and  Orounde : 
Sib  :  The  late  destruction  of  the  Hall  of  the  United 
Staleir  Library  by  fire,  has  led  a  mass  of  tmniing  books 
and  papers,  which  I  am  now  having  removed.    I  am  also 
constructing  a  temporary  roof  (covered  with  tin)  over  the 
exposed  aroies  which  cover  the  rooms  immediately  ease  of 
the  I^ibr^ry,  which  I  hope  to  finish  this  week. 

To  enable  roe  to  pay  the  c6«t  of  these  works,  and  also 
the  buckets,  axes,  kc,  purchased  during  the  fire,  and 
wages  of  men  employed  to  guard  the  premises  and  prevent 
further  extension  of  fire  to  other  parts  of  Uie  Capitol,  I  very 
respectfully  pray  3rour  committee  to  ask  for  an  appropriation 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  which  J  hope  will  be  sufficient  for 
these  purposes. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  £ABBY, 
CommiMtioner  of  PubUe  BwiUingi. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  The  hill  makes  an  appro- 
priation of  money,  and  must  go  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    Yes,  sir,  I  object. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  now  make  a  motion  to  proceed 
with  the  call  for  resolutions,  dispensing  with  the 
dall  for  petitions,  &c. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me,  I  ask  tHe  genera]  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  resolution,  of  which  I  have 
given  previous  notice,  and  which  I  think  will  meet 
with  no  objection,  which  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Re$otced,  That  so  much  of  the  standing  rules  as  provides 
Ibr  calling  States  and  Territories  fbr  petiUons,  be  rescinded 
and  rupe^ed. 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  when  this 
House  adjourns,  it  adj«ui:n  to  meet  on  Tuesday 
next. 

'     Mr.  FOWLER  demanded^  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  Were  ordered. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.     Is  there  a  quorum  ?  • 

The  SPEAKER.  A  quorum  is  not  necessary 
on  a  proposition  for  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  to  strike  out  Tuesday, 
and  insert  Monday.  , 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  wish  to  1^ 
indulged  to  say  a  w»rd  or  two.  If  we  adjourn 
over  till  Tuesday,  it  will  be  impossible  to  pass 
before  that  time  upon  the  bill,  of  which  no- 
tice was  given,  appropriating  money  to  ddVay  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  burning  of  the  JibraAr, 
and  necessary  to  preserve  the  other  portions  of  tne 
building  now  exp<>sed  to  the  weather.  It  is  a  bill 
that  should  be  passed  immediately,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate,  before  its  adjournment  to-day,  for  action 
thereon.  If  the  House  remain  in  session,  reports 
from  committees  will  soon  be  i#brder,  when  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds  can  introduce  as  a  matter  of  right 
his  bill,  which  has  just  now  been  precluded  by 
the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mf. 
SwEKTSER.]  The  House  should  not  adjourn  to- 
day before  passing  the  bill.  We  must  sit  here 
until  we  can  reach  that  bill  in  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    There  is  barely  a  qpo- 


rumof  the  House  now  present.    G^ntfemen  hare 
leA  with  the  impression  that  there  would  *be  no 
\>ustness  transacted  until  after  New  Year's  day. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  was  no  quo- 
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Mv.  SWEETSER.  I  withdraw  Uie  objection 
I  made  to  the  intsoduction  of  the  bill  offered  by 
the  fi^ntleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stavton,] 
but  I  do  k  with  considerable  reluctance.  I  was 
in  favor  of  a  more  stringent  course  than  thi»t  indi- 
cated by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  but  1  withdraw  it  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  friends. 

Tne  SPEAKER.  The  question  is.  now  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  firom  Illinois,  [Mr. 
RichardsonJ 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  withdraw  my  motion 
in  reference  to  adjournment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  by  unanimous 
consent  then  introduced  the  bill,  heretofore  referred 
to,  making  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  consequence  of  the  late  fire  at  the  Cti^i- 
tol;  which  was  read  a  first  .and  second  time  by  itm 
title. 

Cries  •*  Read  the  bill!'*  "  Read  the  bill!»» 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  as  reported 
above. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stat^of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  There  can  be 
no  objection  to  its  being  passed  upon  immediately, 
without  sending  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whote. 
The  rule  can  be  suspended  by  unanimoun  consent; 
and  we  can  pass  it,  and  send  it  to  the  Senate  for 
their  action  upon  it  to-day. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  beine 
engrossed  it  was 'then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  renew  the  mo- 
tion I  made  a  few  moments  since,  that  when  th« 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  that  the  Clerk  be 
authorized  to  carry  forthwith  to  the  Senate  the 
bill  which  has  just  oeen  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  done  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

Mr.  POWLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Rich  HUDSON;]  which  were  ordered;  and  having 
been  taken,  were — yeas  91,  nays  54;  as  follows9 
viz: 
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YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Willis  AHen,  John  Applctoa, 
William  Appleu>n,  Ashe,  Averett,  Babcock,  41iafnaa  B. 
Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Bennett,  Biuell,  Bocoek, 
Bowne,  John  H.  Boyd,  Bragg,  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Bttrrows,  Busby,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Chastain, 
Churchwell,  George  T.  Davis,  Disney,  Dockery,  Dunham, 
Eastman,  Edgerton,  Evans,  Ewing,  Fitch,  Flnreoce,  Floyd. 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Tbnmas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Goruuui,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Harper,  Isbam  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Hcbard,  Houston,  Howard,  Hunter,  James  Jobntoo,  J(»lin 
Johnson,  Robert  w.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Geocgc  G. 
Kin|,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  MeCorkle,  Me- 
Donud.  McMuIlen,  Millson,  Miner,  Morebead,  Olds,  Orr, 
Pens,  Powell,  Price,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robikson,  Back- 
eu,  Bchermeriiom,  Schoonmaker,  Scurry,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Smart,  Snow,  Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Tayior,  Bentemtn  Thomp- 
son, Thiurston,  Venable.^allace,  Addtsoa  white,  WUcox, 
Williams,  and  Yates— 91. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Alliaon,  Brenton,  Brigga, 
Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Chapman,  dark,  Cle^-*- 
It^udrClingman,  Cobb,  Coagnr,  John  G.  Davis,  Doty,  Pick- 
lin,  Fowler,  Gaylord,  Goodenow,  Goodiieti.  Grey,  Grow, 
Hascall,  Haven,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hillyer,  H orsford,  John 
W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Ingervoll,  Ives,  Jackkoa, 
Andrew  J<Anann,  Daniel  T.  Jonea,  Preston  King,  Kukos, 
Landry,  Lockbart,  Mason,  Meacham^- Molony,  Murivhy, 
Nabers,  Newton,  Peaslee,  Pennimao,  Perkins,  RaimKil, 
Robie,  Scudder,  Origen  'S.  Seymour,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  'Stone,  Sweetaer,  George  W. 
Thompson.  Townsheiid,  Tuck,  WstforidBe,  Want,  Waab- 
burn,  Watkins,  Welsh,  and  Wildrick— 64. 

So  the  mdtion  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  ORR  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ; upon  which  question  tellers  were  demanded 
and  ordered,  and  Mr.  Oar  and  Mr.  Fowler  ap< 
pointed.  The  question  was  taken,  and  the  tflllera 
reported — ayes  74,  noes  59. 

So  the  House  odjoumld  to  Tuesday  next. 

PETITIONS.  &c. 
The  following  peti^^ns,  memonab,  &,«.,  were  preaenleH 
UQdor  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coininitteos: 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The  petitton'of  Wim«m 
Nickdl  and  forty-four  others,  citixemi  of  Venanfo  eonnty, 
Pehntytvania.  praying  Congress  to  establish  a  post  roate 
Urom  AgiMW*s  Mills,  in  said  couaiy,  via  l*MmmrtLmm  ttA 
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the 


V,  on  tb«  SnaqoeiiMimi  tnd  W«t«rA»rd 
ea«t  of  Fninluin. 
ILAND:  TbnpeUtiODofS.  Borrowsand 
town  of^Wolev,  in  the  Sute  of  Mw- 
for  thr  aettleinent  of  all  imtioiial  quei- 
[SwcreM  of  NatioiM. 
BBKNETT :  The  petition  of  C.  A.  Thorp,  Esq., 
citixeiM  of  Chenftnfo,  New  York,  anking  for  a 
more  effective  protection  t<^  the  rights  of  pat- 


".prtjHliif 


Bypi^.  STANTON,  of  Kentncky :  The  memorial  of 

~  iil«,  late  Architect  of  Public  Buildiop,  recom- 

ip  <*onflcnietion  of  a  temporary  Hall  for  the  uoe  of 

of  Representativea  on  the  file  of  the  late  Library 

I  the  B»e  of  tlie  preMnt  Hall/or  the  Library. 

BAYLY,  of  VirfinJa:  The  petiUon  of  Chariea 

,  of  l.ancatfler,  for  a  contract  for  carrying  the  Unt- 

8tatee  mail  in  a  tine  of  steamers  proposed  to  be  estab- 

Norfblk,  in  Viiflnia,  and  Cadix,  in  Spain. 


By 


IN  SENATE. 

84TTTRDAT,  Duembtr  27,  1B5]. 

Frmyer  by  the  Rer.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

Tkere  being  no  auorum  prMent, 

Ob  the  moUwO  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  SeiMtte  ad- 


IN  SENATE. 

MoiTOAT,  December  ^,  1851. 

by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bittlkr. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Tke  PRESIDENT  vrofempore  laid  before  the 
flmaf  a  report  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
coouaunicatiiig,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
wt  the  Senate  of  the  2^  instant,  the  record  of  the 
pioeeBdi^ga  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  convened  No- 
ttaeher  SO,  1850,  on  board  the  United  States  ship 
Gs«ri>cHand.  in  the  bay  of  Naples,  for  the  inv^s- 
*^^*<'*'*  of  charges  preferred  agieunst  William  K. 
LaC^ver,  an  officer  m  the  Nayy;  which  was  read 
«l4  oidered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BBPICIXIICIBS  IN   NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  laid  before  the 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv, 
locating  estimates  for  deficiencies  in  tne 
Sfanpriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
■BOj^  June  dOt  1852;  which  was  read: 

ig  Tkat  it  be  referred  to  the  Committse  on  Naval 


PETITIONS. 

Htl  fill  ELDS  presented  the  petition  of  James 

^  ^       r  A  pensioner  of  the  Umted  States,  pray- 

e  of  pension ;  which  was  referred 

tee  on  Pensions. 

JENS  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 

jkee  county,  Alaoama,  praying  that 

may  be  demanded  of  the  Spanish 

for  the  seizure  of  the  property  of 

,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 

lent  by  order  of  the  Captain  Gen- 

which  wtu  referred  to  the  Commit- 

■,„_^„  Relations. 

jMfcyELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Amos 
■HHla9d  John  E.  Kendall,  praying  compensa- 
JMh^airvices  rendered  the  Western  Cherokees 
iting  their  claims;  wliich  was  referred  to 
jfittee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
r«  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
~*  Wiaconsin,  prajring  that  tne  rie^ht  of  pre- 
I  sad  a  credit  of  two  years  may  be  allowed 
aiCtlera  en  the  Menomonee  Purchase,  in 

i;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

«JMlie  Lands. 

ji|«IINDERWOOD  presented  additional  evi- 
llHtipi  telation  to  .the  claim  of  James  Jeffries 
■■■y^Mliiih  M.  Smith;  which  was  referred  to  the 
1*liwiiilii,i  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

lir.0AWSON  submitted  additional  evidence 
ia  islfcHun  to  the  claim  of  C«lvin  B.  Sevmour; 
i«  with  his  roemorieU  on  the  files  of  tne  Sen- 
wrfefTwi  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 

DODQE,  of  Wisconsm,  presented  a  peti- 

'citiiena  of  La  Crosse  county,  Wisconsin, 

J  tlM  eatabtishnient  of  a  mail  route  from  La 

t9  BUfck  River  Palls,  in  that  State;  which 

_  fivred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 

_wBw*jto>da. 

Mr*  QfWW  prtfented  the  petition  of  Santiago 

%^JigfgmM09  a  captain  in  t)ie  California  battalion, 

ji^mmikm  for  losses  sustained  during 

[«iUi  Mexiea;  Avbieh  was  referred  to 

t^USBimrj  Afatn. 


PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tbf>  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Edwardc,  on  the 
filen  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  ComnAttee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr»  PRATT,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  ofcitixens  of  Baltimore,  on 
the  flies  ol  the  Senate,  relatiug  to  the  cstabHshroentof  a  line 
of  mail  steamers  between  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  Nor- 
folk and  England,  b«»  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Poft  Ofllce  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  P.,  ii  was 

Ordered.  That  the  memorial  of  William  Blacklston  and 
others,  citisens  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment or  a  line  of  mail  steamers  between  the  ports  of  Balti- 
more and  Norfolk  and  England,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAWSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Willard  Boynion,  on  the' 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 

AflUrs. 

On  moaon  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memo^  of  the  represenfstiTe'of 
William  RuMtwurm,  on  the  Aim  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Roberts,  and  the 
'  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  Rhoda  Frisbie,  on  the 
I  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  ou  Pen- 
sions. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  ^ve  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  abill  to  erant  the  riglit  of 
wav  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
railcpads  therein. 

Mr.  DAWSON *^vf  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leaye  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment 
to  the  State  of  Georgia  of  moneys  expended  and 
losses  sustained,  in  horses  and  equipments,  by  the 
volunte^  of  the  State  militia,  while  engaged  in 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Watson,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Watson, 
deceased;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  reported  firom  the  Com- 
mittee on  EiiroUed  Bills  that  they  had  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  joint  reso- 
lution providing  for-  the  printing  of  additional 
copies  of  the  Journals  and  public  documents.  ' 

THE  HOLIDAYS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

)      Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  a4Jounis,  it  will  a4Joum 
,  to  meet  again  on  Friday  next. 

MILITARY  ROADS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
couFent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reeohed,  That  Uie  Committee  on  Military  AAirti  bo  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a 
military  road  from  Dubuque,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  Fort 
Dodge,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  JONES^also  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions; which  were  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Acsoleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  coro- 
mimicate  to  tlie  Senate  such  information  1U  may  be  on  file 
in  the  War  Department  relative  to  the  construction  of  a 
military  road  from  Fort  Dodge  to  Dubuque,  in  Iowa ;  and 
that  he  inform  the  Senate  what  the  cost  has  been  fbr  the 
trani^Kntatfon  of  the  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  lie., 
used  at  said  fort,  llrom  tlie  usual  place  of  deposit  upon  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  also  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the 
construction  of  a  military  road  fVom  Dubuque  to  Fort 
Dodge,  and  the  amount  oeceasary  to  pay  for  the  survey  and 
e^mates  fbr  such  road. 

GEOLOGY  OF   IOWA,  WISCONSIN,  AND    MIN- 
NESOTA. 
The  fbllowing  resolution,  submitted  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Oodok,]  came  up  in  order 
for  consideration: 

Retolved,  That  five  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
report  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Owen,  on  the  geology  of  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  together  with  the  maps, 
illustrations,  lie,  be  printed;  and  that  five  hundred  copies 
be  delivered  to  the  Oommiisioner  of  the  General  Land  Of^ 
fice,  two  hundred  copies  to  Dr.  Owen,  and  three  hundred 
copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.     That  resolution  was 

passed  over  the  other  day  at  my  instance,  and  I  am 

■o  Ttry  hoarse  now  that  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 


1! 


speak  upon  the  subject  at  all;  but  I  want  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  my  friend  fro^i  loMra,  [Mr.  Dodoe.] 
1  perceive,  from  the  wording  of  the  resolution,  that 
the  printing  is  to  be  done  in  the  quarto  form.  All 
the  printing  that  has  been  done  heretofore  has 
been  done  in  the  octavo  form.  B^  departing  from 
ihe  mode  of  doing  the  printing,  if  I  am  correctly 
informed,  you  will  leave  the  printer  at  liberty  to 
make  his  own  charges,  without  any  regard  to  the 
past  action  of  Congress  on  that  subject.  Tliis 
proposal  seems  to  me  to  be  a  dejuirture  from  the 
mode  which  we  have  heretofore  adopted  in  relation 
to  printing.  If  we  pursue  it  we  shall  order  a  thing 
to  be  done  in  a  new  mode,  and  there  will  be  noth- 
ing to  govern  us  in  fixing  the  compensation.  I 
thmk  our  past  experience  oiieht  to  have  shown  us 
that  this  mode  is  not  the  ri?ht  one.  I  desire  that 
this  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  According  to  my  experience  on  ftubjecu 
of  this  sort,  there  will  be  a  great  many  plates,  di- 
agrams, and  engravings.  I  recollect  having  looked 
into  the  subject  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  the  amount 

Slid  for  engravings  in  a  report  from  the  Patent 
iHce  was  such  as  to  astonish  me.  1  believe  it 
amounted  to  some  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars 
for  a  singte  volume. 

If  we  adopt  a  resolution  of  this  sort,  changing 
the  form  in  which  the  printing  is  to  be  done  with- 
out knowing  any  thing  of  the  number  of  diagrama 
or  platfs  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  print,  we 
shall  do  it  in  ignorance  of  the  amount  ofthe  cost. 
I  therefore  think  it  would  be  prudent — and  I  make 
that  motion — to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  that  that  committee  may  make 
an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
reference  of  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  though  the  number  stated  is  precisely 
that  which  was  ordered  to  be  published  of  Foster 
&,  Whitney 's  report.  This  document  was  ordered 
to  be  published  at  the  Executive  session  of  the 
Senate,  commencing  the  4th  of  March,  1851,  by 
a  resolution  which  I  offered  at  that  time.  But  as 
it  is  proposed  to  publish  it  in  a  new  form,  and  as 
I  am  anxious  that  it  shall  be  published  in  that 
form,  (that  being  the  form  recommendid  by  Dr. 
Owen,)  and  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
made  some  observations  in  reference  to  the  mat*' 
ter,  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  xeferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing;. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OP  THE  CENSUS  RETURNS.' 

The  folio  wing  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Bright, 

was' taken  up  for  consideration: 

Beit  retolved,  ^c,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printinf 
be  directed  to  contract  with  DonelPon  h.  Armstrong  for 
printing  tlie  Census  retumt,  upon  such  ternfros  they  may 
deem  reasonable. 

Mr.  SMITH. ,  As  this  is  a  subject  of  very  con- 
siderable importance,  and  as  it  will  involve  an  ap- 
propriation to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have 
it  brought  under  consideration,  ana  receive  its  dis- 
position at  our  hands  while  the  Senate  is  as  thin 
as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  consider- 
ation of  this  question;  but  i  desire  to  take  tlie 
opinion  of  the  Senate — of  the  entire  body — upon 
it.    There  is  very  little  more  than  a  quorum  now 

f  resent;  and  I  would  suggest  to  my  friend  from 
ndiana,  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
had  better  be  postponed  until  after  the  holidays, 
and  at  an  early  day  next  week  I  will  be  prepared 
to  submit  to  the  Senate  such  suggestions  as  1  msy 
deem  proper.  I  therefore  move  thnt  the  subject, 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next,  when  I  will  be 
prepared  to  have  it  taken  up,  ajid  disposed  of  at 
as  early  a  day  as  possible.  9 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this 
resolution  has  been  the  standing  order  of  the  body 
for  the  last  ten'  days.  I  refused  to  call  it  tip  on 
one  occasion,  when  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Connecticut  objected.  He  alleged  that  he  would 
be  ready,  on  Uie  morning  following,  with  an 
amendment.  There  is  an  urgent  necessity  for 
acting  on  this  subject.  A  ^art  of  the  returns  of 
the  census  are  ready  for  delivery,  and  ought  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  I  dislike  to  press  it 
if  the  honorable  Senator  objects;  but  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  for  delay  in  Ihe  matter.  The  public 
contract  wliich  we  have  for  the  printing  of  this 
body  does  not  cover  this  class  of  orinting,  and  we 
have  to  dispose  of  it  to  other  and  different  persons 
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than  those  holding  the  contract.  The  joint  reso- 
lution  provideB  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
«hall  contract  with  the  gentlemen  named  in  it,  who 
are  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  printing,  at  fair 
prices.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  resolution, 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
take  it  up  and  act  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  already  said  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  we  have  very  little  more  than  a  quorum 
g resent.  There  are  only  some  tliirty-four  or  thirty- 
ve  Senators  here,  and  it  is  exceedingly  doubtrul 
whether  there  will  be  a  quorum  in  the  Chamber  if 
we  undertake  to  go  into  tlie  discussion  of  this 
resolution.  .  I  have  some  suggestions  to  make  to 
the  Senate  in  opposition  to  its  passage,  and  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  that  there  are  very  serious  objections  to 
'  its  adoption;  but  lam  unwilling  to  address  myself 
to  only  about  one  half  the  Senate.  I  believe  it  is 
Tery  unusual  to  take  up  questions  of  this  import- 
ance, involving  the  expenditure  of  some  three  or 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  not  half  a  mil- 
lion, when  thert  is  but  little  over  onehalf  the  Sen- 
ate present,  to  make  a  disposition — a  final  dispo- ' 
•ition— of  them,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned.  I 
wish  to  say  nothmg  at  present  in  regard  to  the 
diaracter  of  the  resMution;  but  it  is  a  proposition 
to  reverse  what  has  been  the  policy  of  the  two 
Hous^  of  Congress  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years.  Some  four  or  five  years  aro  we  determined 
that  the  public  printing  should  oe  divorcea  from 
the  political  presses  of  this  city.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  reestablish  the  connection  which  formerly 
existed.  If  it  shall  be  the  purpose  of  the  Senate 
to  reestablish  that  connection  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana — if 
that  be  the  real  judgment  and  opinion  of  the  body 
—I  for  one  shall  not  complain;  oecause  I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  res{>ectable*and  worthy 

gentlemen  named  in  the  resolution.  But  I  wish 
le  opinion  of  the  entire  Senate  upon  the  subject. 
I  am  unwilling  to  be-called  upon  to  address  the 
Senate  on  a  subject  of  so  mucn  importance  when 
there  is  bcu-ely  a  quorum  present.  I  therefore 
feel  it  my  duty  to  persist  in  the  motion  to  post- 
pone its  consideration.  I  certainly  do  not  de- 
sire any  delay.  I  have  come  for  three  or  four 
raominga  in  succession  prepared  to  address  the 
Siuiate  en  the  resolution.  But  I  trust  those  gen- 
tlemen who  constitute  the  majority  in  this  body 
will  be  wDLing  to  postpone  the  question  until  we 
have  the  Senate  in  its  usual  condition,  jrith  some- 
thing more  than  a  bare  quorum. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Connecticut  to  remark  that  some  four 
or  five  years  since,  this  body  proposed  to  divorce 
the  printing  from  the  pubuc  press  of  this  city. 
The  proposition  was  made  and  acted  upon,  ana  I 
ask  him,  and  every  other  Senator,  what  has  been 
the  result?  -What  has  the  seciuel  proved?  That 
we  have  either  not  had  the  printlhg  done  at  all,  or 
done  in  a  manner  unfit  to  be  put  in  our  archives. 
The  work  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  resolution 
is  important,  containing  statistics  to  which  we  shall 
want  to  refer  in  alt  time  to  come;  and  to  print  it 
upon  paper  of  the  character  used  under  tne  con- 
tract system,  and  to  have  it  done  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  now  done  will  render  it  valueless.  This 
resolution  is  framed  with  reference  to  giving  the 
work  to  responsible  persons— persons  who  are 
ready  to  commence  it,  and  to  execute  it,  as  the 
Committee  on  Printing  may  require.  It  is  not  an 
appropriation  of  money.  The  honorable  Senator 
says  tnat  it  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars.  It  is  true  that  money  will  be  ex- 
pended, but  it  is  to  be  expended  un<ftr  the  direction 
of  our  committee,  and  one  of  them  is  a  gentleman 
practically  acquainted  with  the  subject.  The  Cen- 
sus i^turns  are  soon  to  ba  presented,  and  hence  I 
find  on  apology  for  pressing  the  matter  now.  I 
am  willing  to  near  tne  Senator  from  Connecticut 
at  tbis  time,  and  I  presume  the  body  generally  are 
ready  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  PRATT.  In  my  judgment  we  have  not 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  us  to  act  upon 
this  resolution.  I  notice  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  speaking  upon  this  subject  in  his  re- 
porty  says: 

«  With  tbe  view  of  enabling  Comgnw  to  fbrm  a  just  Mtf- 
toste  of  the  iinpoitance  and  varied  cbarncter  of  tbe  infonn- 
atioQ  derived'from  the  late  eensiui,  and  of  tbe  admirable 
■rranfemont  of  the  tablei,  tbe  Superintendent  hai*,  with 
ny  mnetion,  eaojed  the  retann  of  Maryland  to  be  innted 
for  the  use  of  tbe  morabera  of  Hie  two  Homes.  That  Slate 
was  seiecledi  bscauee,  thm  its  central  position,  and  Um 
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character  of  its  population,  soil,  productions,  and  industrial 
pumiitB,  its  census  presented  the  best  iJtustration  of  the  ex> 
tent  and  practical  uuKty  of  tbe  information  wfaieh  has  been 
gained. 

**  Another  object  was  to  fUmish  a  specimen  of  the  style  in 
whicb,  according  to  my  judgment,  it  ought  to  be  published. 
Such  a  specimen  will  be  of  great  value  in  contracting  (br 
the  publication  of  the  entire  work  i»y  ftimisbing  a  standard 
by  which  the  contractof  will  be  governed  in  regard  to  tbe 
pap^,  printing,  and  general  style  of  execution." 

I  have  Been  a  part  of  the  proof-sheets  of  the 
publication  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
says  he 'has  caused  to  be  prepared;  but  it  has  not 
been  laid  upon  our  tables;  and  I  think  the  Senate 
should  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  printing, 
for  which  they  are  about  to  contract,  before  they 
authorize  it  to  be  done.  The  census  of  Mary- 
land, which  the  Secretary  proposes  to  exhibit  to 
the  members  of  both  Houses,  contains  a  short 
history  of  the*  State,  and  of  each  county  in  the 
State,  the  period  at  which  it  was  settled,  by  whom 
it  was  settled,  and  a  great  deal  of  information  of 
this  kind .  If  the  whole  Census  returns  are  printed 
upon  such  a  basis,  they^ill  take  up  some  twenty 
or  thirty  volumes  as  large  as  the  Documentary 
History  which  is  heins  published,  some  of  which 
are  in  the  archives  of  the  Government,  and  in  v((lve 
the  expenditure,  I  suppose,  of  half  a  million  of 
dollars. 

A  Senator.    Yes,  more. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Yes,  or  more.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  amount  is  to  be:  but  ought  we  not  to 
know  what  it  is  to  involiw before  we  direct  the 
printing  ?  If  we  publish  a  work  of  this  character, 
ouffht  we  not  to  see  the  work  itself,  and  form  some 
judgment  of  its  utility,  before  we  direct  the  com- 
mittee to  contract  for  its  printing  ?  What  is  the 
resolution  ?    *•  That  the  joint  Committee  on  Print- 

*  ing  be  directed  to  contract  with    Oonelson  A, 

*  Armstrong  for  printing  the  census  returns,  upon 

*  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  reasonable. "  What 
is  to  be  printed  ?  If  it  is  to  be  a  history  of  each 
one  of  the  United  States,  and  of  each  county  in 
those  States,  giving  the  population  of  each,  the 
period  at  which,  and  by  whom,  it  was  settled— 4f 
It  is  to  be  such  a  work  as  has  been  prepared  in 
reference  to  Maryland,  surely  each  Senator  ought 
to  examine  it  be&re  we  vote  to  have  it  published. 
If  it  is  sufficiently  valuable  to  be  printed  in  this 
form,  it  should  be  done  in  the  best  manner,  regard- 
less of  the  cost.  But  for  one  I  desire  to  see  the 
work — to  see  the  sample  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  says  he  is  preparing  to  exhibit  to  us, 
which  is  now  beine  printed,  and  which  will  be  laid 
upon  our  tabiea.  f  aesire  that  it  shall  be  laid  there, 
so  that  each  Senator  may  examine  it  and  know 
what  it  is. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  a  Question  ?  I  would  inquire  if  the  printing  to 
which  ne  has  alluded  has  not  been  suspended  ?  I 
have  been  informed,  and  I  deem  the  information  to 
be  reliable,  that  from  some  cause  the  printing  has 
been  suspended,  and  that  nothing  is  now  being 
done  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Perhaps  I  can  answer  that 
Question.  I  had  an  interview  with  the  head  of  the 
Census  Bureau,  and  he  informe^me  that  this  work 
was  in  progress  now,  and  would  soon  be  com- 
pleted, and  that  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  just 
estimate  of  what  expenditure  would  be  required 
until  that  work  should  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 
I  have  no  sortjof  objection  to  the  gentlemen  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution.  They  would  perform 
the  duties  as  well  as  any  others  I  have  no  doubt: 
I  have  no  choice  in  that  respect.  But  I  do  think 
before  we  embark  in  so  large  an  expenditure,  we 
ought  to  know  something  about  it.  '  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  will  not  press  the  immediate 
consideration  of  this  resolution,  in  the  absence  of 
such  information  as  would  let  us  know  what  we 
are  about  to  do.  It  h^  been  said  that  half  a  mil- 
Uon  of  dollars  win  be  required.  ,Sir,  it  will  in  all 
probability  be  three  half  millions-^certainly  nearer 
that  amount  than  half  a  million ^  I  hope  we  shall 
not  take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  I  hope  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  will  not  be  pressed  upon  the 
body  when  there  is  scarcely  a  quorum  present. 
At  all  events,  before  I  give  a  vote  affirmatively 
upon  any  proposition  of  this  sort,  I  desire  to  know 
the  probable  amount  of  tbe  expenditure,  and  this 
can  be  ascertained  only  when  we  have  the  work 
alluded  to  on  our  tables. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  did  not  know  that  the  work 
had  been  suspended.  I  knew  it  had  been  com- 
menced, and  I  have  seen  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
proof-sheets  of  the  Maryland  csnsus  of  which  tlie 
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Secretary  spraks.  I  should  Hke  to  be  informed,  if 
it  has  been  suspended,  why  it  has.  We  want 
that  information.  I  sbpula  like  to  know  with 
whom  the  contract  was  made  to  print  it;  whether 
the  printer  under  that  contract  is  to  be  connq^ed 
with  the  contract  under  this  resolntion;andwheUker 
the  suspension  has  not  been  caused  bv  the  prono* 
sition  contained  in  the  resolution.  I  aesire  all  tjiia 
information  before  I  vote  upon  the  subject. 

But  my  ^reat  object  in  naiiig  was  to  ask  the  at*, 
tention  of  the  Senate  to  this  point:  If  the  work  is 
to  be  published  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  we  should  examine  it— ^ 
we  should  see  that  it  is  a  work  of  such  a  character 
as  would  do  credit  to  the  country  before  we  order 
its  publication.  If  it  is  to  consist  of  the  mere  tab- 
ular  statement  of  the  census,  as  the  last  was,  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  any  mode  of  publica- 
tion which  mieht  he  reouired.  But  if  it  la  to  be 
published  in  uiis  extenaed  form,  according  to  the 
view^f  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  as  it  will 
be  published  if  this  resolution  passes,  I  aay  mre 
have  not  sufficient  information  m  regard  to  tbe 
character  of  the  work  to  vote  understandin^y^ 
upon  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  think  the  arguments  of  the 
Senators  from  Maryland  and  North  Carolina  jus- 
tify us  in  passing  this  resolution  now.  If  we  fet 
the  information  of  which  they  speak,  it  mcwt  oe 
through  the  committee.  What  does  this  resolu- 
tion propose  to  direct  the  committee  to  do  ?  To 
print  the  census.  If  they  find  it  necessary  to  gi^f 
this  historical  account  ef  each  State,  tney  wiH 
come  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  instruc- 
tions. This  resolution  simply  provides  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  census. 

Mr.  BADGER.    What  fbrl    The  census. ' 

Mr.  GWIN.  What  is  the  census  taken  for,  if  it 
is  not  wanted  ?    Why  wsas  it  taken,  if  not  to  maks 
a  portion  of  the  permanent  archives  of  the  coun- 
try?   I  want  it  printed  at  once.    The  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Manovm]  says  that  it 
will  cost  several  half  millions  of  doUara,    I  shouid 
like  to  know  if  the  postponement  of  it  wSl  make 
it  cost  any  less.    If  we  are  goin^  to  print  it,  lei 
us  do  it  at  once.    Whether  we  pnnt  it  nate  the 
contract,  dr  give  it  to  diffeient  individuals,  let  us 
do  it  at  once.    I  think  that  the  very  information 
these  gentlemen  wish  will  come  more  properly 
through  the  committee  than  any  otha>  way.    If 
the  committee  want  additional  power,  or  additional 
instruction  b  let  them   come  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives  for  it.    We  ought  to 
act  on  the  subject,  so  that  the  printing  may  pro- 

gress.  In  regard  to  the  specimens  aUoded  to  by 
le  Senator  from  Maryland,  he  seemed  to  inti- 
mate that  they  were  probably  printed  in  the  office 
of  the  gentleman  mentioned  m  the  reeolution. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  GWIN.  .  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they 
have  had  no  agency  in  thesitspenaion  of  th^  work. 
I  feel  confident  that  they  have  not.  The  object  of 
the  Senate  should  be  to  have  this  woik  printed, 
and  an  appropriation  should  be  made  at  once. 
We  have  another  special  order  for  next  Monday. 
If  we  postpone  this  resolution  to*that  day,  it  may 
lead  to  its  being  put  off  from  time  to  time,  ft 
seems  to  me  that  its  postponement  will  only  em- 
barrass the  Senate.  I  think  we  had  better  take  it 
up  and  pass4t,  or  amend  it,  now. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  been  very  singulariy  un- 
fortunate, if  the  argument  whieh  I  intended  to 
make  has  proTcd  the  exact  contrary  of  that  for 
which  I  used  it.  What  is  this  resolution?  Is  it 
that  this  committee  shall  inquire  in  reference  to 
what  is  to  be  done,  and  what  is  to  be  published? 
Does  it  give  to  the  committee  the  power  to  inquire? 
On  the  contrary  it  takes  from  the  committee  that 
power,  and  directs  them  to  contract  for  the  print- 
mg^  of  the  census,  which  the  8ea«tary  of  the  In- 
terior hasprepared.  That  book,  that  census,  that 
which  he  nas  reported  to  the  Senate  as  having  been 

Srepared  as  the  census,  is  what  this  committee  is 
ireoted  to  print.  They  have,  under  this  reeolu* 
tion,  no  power  to  inquire. .  They  are  not  instructed 
to  inouire.  The  sole  power  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred by  this  resolution  is  to  coiftract  for  the 
printing  of  that  paper,  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  officers  of  the  Government  as  the  returns  of 
the  Seventh  Census.  I  apprehend,  then,  that  I 
was  not  wronsr  in  the  argument  which  I  made. 

Mr.  BAD(>£R.  The  Senator  from  Cahfomia 
seems  to  have  fallen  into  a  mistake— an  evident 
mistake— as  to  the  nature  of  the  joist  rssohitioo 
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which  it  k  proposed  we  shall  para.  He  seems  to 
sapfKMe  that  ve  are  merely  to  refer  this  subject  to 
a  joint  eommittee  of  the  two  Houses;  that  that 
eoQUnittee  is  to  take  some  preliminary  steps;  and 
thai,  after  the  joint  resolution  passes,  we  are  to 
hMTt  some  control  over  the  subject.  But  toe  effect 
sf  it  is  to  pat  the  committee  in  the  place  of  Con- 
gm  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  prmtin?.  They 
■rslo  make  the  contract;  they  are  to  make  no  re- 
Mrt  to  as;  diey  are  to  get  no  further  directions 
ROB  asi  their  contract  is  not  to  be  sanctioned  by 
ss.  When  miUie  by  them,  it  is  a  contract  of  the 
Gsvenunent.  The  Senator  said  that  the  census 
m»rna  ou^ht  to  be  published;  that  they  are 
wanted — that  theyare  needed.  I  asked  the  Sen- 
alar  fqjr  what?  What  we  are  now  conaiderine  is 
anere  question  of  time.  Everybody  admits  tnat 
li^  ou^t  to  be  published;  but  I  desire  to  know 
nfcuL  is  the  necessity  ?  What  public  purpose  is 
l»W  senred  by  having  them  printed  now  ?  What 
poWie  injury  will  be  sustained  by  delaying  the 
yqHiftinn  a  week?  That  is  all  that  is  asked.  It 
impoaaible  to  assign  any  reason  why  there 


be  such  hot  haste  in  the  pubfication. 
/,  thejr  ought  to  be  published;  and  that  in  a 
iiSSonnMr  time.  But  thc^  ou^ht  to  be  published 
iisifcfa  a  manaer  as  to  do  credit  to  the  country,  so 
s#to  perpetuate  in  the  best  manner  the  materials 
MMsmea  in  the  returns.  But  they  oueht  to  be 
pibfiiAicd  with  some  reasonable  care,  that  there 
AaB  be  no  unnecessary  expenditure;  and  particu- 
khr  in  passing  xhis  joint  resolution  for  the  pub- 
Ifigpdii  of  the  census  returns,  we  shjould,  as  has 
isi^;gestedby  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
rr.jnot  turn  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cen- 
m  Boraui  into  a  historiographer,  and  biographer 
sf  Ihe  United  States,  and  of  all  the  counties  in  the 
Staling  thereof— ^or  i  presume  that  this  must  con- 
IniinlbnnAtion  as  to  "  thf  firet  families"  in  those 
of  thelTnited  States  where  they  are  bo  fortu- 
9m  to  have  first  families.  I  think  we  have  a 
to  haTt  some  little  time  to  inquire  into  this 
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Mr.Tresident,  I  ask  you,  if  such  a 

erer  been  known  since  you  have  served 

late — certainly  it  never  has  to  myknowU 

}  I  ha^e  been  here— of  a  measure  oCcon- 

^importance,  involving  the  expenditure  of 

to^l^  amount,  as  some  gentlen/en  say,  of 

ttid   a  half  of  dollars^  being  hurried 

m  body  during  the  Christmas  holidays? 

t^  Senator  from  Connecticut  says  he  de- 

%e  beard  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

It  Ids  reasons  why;  though  ready  himself, 

~Nlbad  an  opportunity  heretofore  of  being 

pit  wishes  to  be  hesurd  by  a  full  Senate, 

body  consisting  of  little  more  than  a 

quorum,  and  he  asks  the  indulgence 

ior  the  postponenxent  of  this  subject 

ife'  following  our  next  meeting.    1  ask 

^  -n  your  experience  of  the  proceedings 

ff  such  a  request  at  this  season  was 

lo  any  Senator  ?   This  resolution  is  an 

besides  and  beyond  the  amount  of 

which  it  ia  proposed  to  expend.    I 

to  me  the  amount  of  the  expenditure 

primary  consideration ..  Ifthisworkbe 

,  I  wish  it  to  be  published  well;  I  wish 

>  prin(  it  to  b^Bveil  paid  for  their  work. 

Evolves  another  question — namely,  as  to 

^ittVBftinr  from,  and  ultimately  subverting,  the 

hAl  vbidi  has  prevailed  here  of  printing  by 

with  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
■sntirefyin  r^^ard  to  the  contract  system. 
^iMvosed  to  it.  I  have  been  willing  for  years 
liMto  wt  tL  law  or  Joint  resolution  to  abolish  it. 
W01$ifmUwt  in  this  body,  as  well  as  that  of 
VnAtr  HoQse,  has  shown  that  under  it  we  get 
iMvifliits  wretchedly  publnhed  upon' bad  paper, 
lyUTvorae  pirinting  and  still  worse  binding.  For 
44||ijtfll  tSred  ana  sick  of  it.    The  publications 

a<ii|^iniiftiT  to  the  body  that  has  them  pub- 
rfh  and  the  probability  is,  that  in  most  of  them, 
te%  ^v^ysars,  the  ink  will  have  destroyed  the 
;iAMble  aobsticate  for  paper,  and  leave  them 
MjIMc*  Jiijf  mind  baa  been  made  up  on  that 
4Amc;«M  Isgree  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
iifftgu9  Uf  It,'  When  this  resolution  comes  up, 
nSMi  te  gM  to  we  a  provision  appended  to  it 
te-^npadlK  tftt  joint  resolution  or  law  under 
-^^^^"^^^omttmot  system  exisU.  But  if  the 
''~  ladliiiHL  considers  for  a  moment,  he 
il  •rte  to  haVe  an  expression  of 


opinion  which  will  be  at  all  available,  we  should 
get  it  firom  a  full  Senate.  I  am  not  at  aU  opposed 
to  the  printing  of  these  census  returns.  I  wish  it 
to  be  done  by  competent  persons,  and  I  wish  them 
to  be  well  paid.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  that 
wretched  policy  which  endeavors  to  save  money 
to  the  Government  by  inducing  people  to  come 
forward,  and  by  competition  mi^e  bids  at  ruinous 
rates,  and  either  lose  money  or  resort  to  the  trick 
of  foisting  upon  the  public  worthless  and  badly 
executed  documents.  I  think  it  is  unbecoming 
for  OS  to  obtain  from  any  man  bis  time  and  ser- 
vices for  anything  less  than  a  fair  equivalent.  But 
at  the  same  time  I  would  suggest  that  this  resolu- 
tion should  not  be  prpssed  at  this  time,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  accoitling  to  the  usages  of  the  body. 
The  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
and  the  reasons  he  has  assi^ed  why  he  has  not 
heretofore  had  an  opportunity  of  being. heard, 
ought  to  induce  us  to  let  this  measure  go  over 
until  0ur  next  sitting  day.  If  the  publication  is 
delayed  for  ten  days  it  will  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  intended. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Badger]  speaks  of*  hot  haste."  Is  it 
not  known  to  every  Senator  that  this  subject  was 
brought  to  our  attention  near  a  year  ago  by  the 
President  or  by  the  head  of  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments? Is  it  not  known  that  it  was  pressed  then, 
and  that  we  should  have  acted  on  it  then  ?  Has 
not  this  resolution  been  before  us  almost  from  the 
commencement  of  this  Congress?  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  <*  hot  luuite"  about  it.  The 
question  presented  is,  whether  we  shall  take  this 
up  and  act  upon  it.  If  it  is  taken  up  now,  as  long 
as  it  is  before  the  Senate  it  will  postpone  other 
special  ordera^  The  object  which  I  have  in  view 
is  to  press  the  business  of  the  Senate.  I  am  not 
anxious  to  press  the  consi(^ration  of  this  resolu- 
tion now,  because  there  is  a  thin  Senate;  but  I 
want  it  taken  up,  so  that  if  it  is  not  Settled  to-day, 
it  may  come  up  from  day  to  day  as  unfinished 
business  until  it  is  settled. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia did  not  distinctly  understand  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith.]  He  said  that  in 
consequence  of  a  cold  he  was  not  ^le  to  address 
the  Senate  to-day. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  certainly  did  not  hear  that. 
Bat  all  that  I  have  to  say  is,  that  1  want  this  reso- 
lution taken  up  for  consideration,  so  that  it  may 
be  taken  up  as  unfinished  business  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  certainly  did  not  underatand 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  as  objeet- 
ng  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  on  the 
sround  of  his  inability  to  address  the  Senate  to- 
day. I  should  not  have  pressed  this  matter,  if  I 
had  so  underaiood  him. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  understand  that  my  state- 
ment was  a  mistake.  It  was  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Unoerwood,]  and  not  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut,  who  pleaded  indisposition. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  am  not  disposed  to  press  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  on  a  thin  Senate.  I 
do  not  desire  this  resolution  to  pass  unless  it  has 
merit,  and  unless  it  ought  to  pass.  I  introduced 
it  at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  believing  that  it 
was  important  that  the  work  should  be  entered 
upon.  It  will  be  a  very  voluminous  work.*  It 
will  require  time;  and  it  will  requira  the  expend- 
iture of  a  large  igim  of  money,  out  nothhig  like 
the  sum  namra  fay  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  and  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mangum.]  The 
cost  of  the  printing  of  the  last  census  amounted  to 
lees  than  |^200,000,  and  I  feel  authorized  to  say,  on 
inquiry  which  I  have  made,  tliat  the  cost  of  this 
pnntin?  will  amount  to  less  than  |300,000. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  inquires 
what  it  is  we  are  to  print.  He  thinks  the  gentle- 
man who  has  charge  of  this  subject  ought  to  lay 
on  our  tables  the  forms  of  the  returns.  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  there  lb  a  great  deal  of  his- 
torical matter  connected  with  the  census  returns 
which  will  be  placed  before  us  to  be  printed.  The 
answer  to  his  inquiryis  to  be  founa  in  the  law  of 
the  last  Congress.  We  are  to  print  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  united  States  and 
such  statistics  as  shall  be  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  body  to  prepare  the  work. 
If  the  Census  Bureau  has  collected  nistorical  mat- 
ter relating  to  Maryland  and  other  States  of  the 
Union  not  contemplated  by  the  law,  we  clearly  are 


not  authorized  to  print  it.  This  resolution  merely 
directs  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  who  are 
presumed  to  know  all  about  this  subject,  to  con- 
tract at  fair  prices  with  the  individuals  named  in 
the  resolution  for  printing  just  such  matter  as  Con- 
gress declared  in  express  terms  should  be  pre- 
pared— ^nothingmoreandnothingless.  Hence tnere 
IS  no  force  in  the  argument  that  we  should  delay 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  this  bureau  to  lay  before  us  all  the  matter 
which  they  have  collecti>d.  I  am  willing,  how- 
ever, that  the  resolution  should  lie  over  to  next 
Monday.  • 

After  a  brief  conversation  as  to  the  proper  courae 
to  puraue,  the  joint  resolution  was  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday  week,  the  6th  January,  at 
half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

RECEPTION  OF  KOSSUTH.    . 

4  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
theUnited  States,  by  M.  P.  Fulluork,  Esq;,  his 
Private  Secretary: 

Mr.  pRBsioKNT :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States  to  inform  tiie  Senate  tbat  he  lias  approved 
and  signed  the  Joint  resolution  of  the  two  Uouses  of  Con- 
fress  entitled  **  A  resolution  of  welcome  to  Louis  Kos- 
suth.»» 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS,  the  Prcsiderit 
pro  tern*  was  authorized  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Foots  in 
the  special  committee  appointed  under  a  resolu- 
tion of^  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth 
6n  his  arrival  at  the  capital,  and  introduce  him  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Cass. 

The  committee,  therefore,  consists  of  Messrs. 
Shields,  Seward,  and  Cass. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  subsequently  rose,  and  made 

the  following  report  from  the  special  committee: 

Tlie  special  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  Louis 
Kossuth  on  his  arrival  at  the  capital,  and  introduce  hiju 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  have  had  the  ^roe 
under  consideration,  and  recommend  that  the  same  pro- 
oeedims  be  punued  as  in  the  case  of  General  Laitayette,  to 
wit :  That  the  chairman  of  the  eommittee  introdote  him 
in  these  words :  "  We  present  Louis  Koesutb  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. ''  I  f  pon  which  the  Senators  are  recoin^ 
mended  to  rise,  and  the  President  will  invite  him  to  be 
seated.  JAMES  SHIELDS, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
LEWIS  CASS. 

T^e  PRESIDENT  stated  the  quesUon  to  be  on 
the  adoption  of  the  report. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  CONGRESS  LIBRARY. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Un^pore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  John  S.  Meehan,  Librarian 
to  Congress,  commtmicating  information  of  the  de- 
struction by  fire,  on  the  34th  instant,  of  the  books, 
paintings,  statuary,  medals,  and  other  property  of 
the  QoTernment,  in  the  principal  saloon  of  the 
Library  of  Congress;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 
LiBSAST  or  CoNOFRRss,  December  ^f  1851. 

Sis:  It  is  my  veiy  painful  duty  to  conomnnicate  to  Con- 
gress the  destruction  of  the  books,  paintings,  statuary, 
medals,  and  other  property  of  the  principal  Subon  of  their 
Library,  yesterday  morning,  by  fire  that  originated  in  the 
room,  in  a  manner  to  me  altogether  unaccountable,  as  no 
fires  nave  been  used  in  it  for  a  long  time,  and  no  candles, 
lamps,  or  other  lights,  have  ever  been  used  in  it  during  the 
whole  time  that  it  has  been  under  my  charge. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  precise  number  of 
the  books  that  were  destroyed,  but  believe  that  it  may  be 
estimated  at  about  thirty-five  tnonsand. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  add,  that 
about  twenty  thousand  volumes  of  books  tliat  were  in  the 
Law  Room,  and  in  the  two  rooms  adjoining  the  Saloon  of 
the  Library,  are  safe.  Many  of  these  books  belonged  to  the 
library  of  the  late  President  Jeffenon,  tiiat  was  purchased 
by  Congress  in  the  year  1815. 

Tbev  constitute  the  several  chaptei^  in  the  Catalogue  of 
ttie  Liorary,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  classification,  un- 
der the  followmg  beads:  Ancient  History;  American  His- 
tory ;  Ecclesiastical  History ;  Chemistry ;  Mineralogy  and 
Oonchology J  Moral  Philosophy ;  Law  of  Nature  and  Na- 
tions ;  the  five  chapters  composing  the  law  department  of 
the  Library ;  Religion  ;  Polities,  (including  the  science  of 
Leaislation,  Political  Economy,  Commerce,  Banking  Sta- 
tisucs,  Ate.,)  part  of  the  chapter  on  Architecture,  and  the 
entire  chapteron  Music ;  Dialogue  and  Epistolary ;  Logic ; 
Rhetorie  and  Orations,  and  the  Theory  of  Criticism. 

I  sincerely  ho^  that  the  searching  investigatiion  Con- 
gress will  give  to  the  distressing  event,  which  every  lover 
of  science  and  literature  must  deeply  deplore,  will  lead  to 
a  detection  of  the  causes  that  produced  it,  and  to  the  adop- 
tion of  means  that  will  prevent,  in  all  future  time,  a  recur- 
rence of  the  sad  calamity. 

With  the  most  respectful  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  MEEHAN,  LOrarian. 

To  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Kiko, 
Pretident  qf  the  Senate,  U.  S.  Citngreea* 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep-* 
resentatives  by  Mr.  Poejtby,  their  Clerk: 
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Mr.  ?K«sf DBirr :  Th«  House  ol  Heprtweiiuitves  l»ave 
passed  a  joint  resolution  Ruinortelng  an  luqui ry  into  me 
origin  of  the  late  Are,  by  whicU  the  CongrewionnI  Library 
w«*  destroyed.  Also  a  bill  making  appropfiation  to  meet 
'  the  expenses  incurred  iu  con«pquence  of  the  late  pre  at  too 
Capitol ;  in  which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
as  follows: 
Joint  Renolution  authorizing  an  inquiry  into  the  origin  of 

the  late  flre,  by  which  the  Congresfeional  Libmr>  waa 

destroyed. 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Joint  Committee  On  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  origin  ot  the 
fire  b>'  which  the  Congresflional  Library  was  consumed,  on 
the  24th  instant,  and  whether  the  same  occurred  from  the 
ne^^ligence  of  any  officer  of  Government,  or  person  in 
the  employment  or  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congre«s,  or 
from  the  defective  consirucUon  of  the  ftima^es  or  flues,  or 
was  the  net  of  an  incendiary;  and  also  the  extent  of  injury 
to  the  building,  and  tlie  best  mode  of  recomrtructlng/the 
Library  Room,  so  as  to  afford  perfect  security  in  the  future 
against  the  like  disaster,  and  report  the  facts  to  the  House.  : 
The  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  send  for  an<J  ex- 
amine, on  oath,  such  peiaons  as  may  have  information 
touching  the  premises. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  tnove  to  refer  that  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

The  resolution  was  so  referred. 

The  bill  was  read  the  -first  and  second  time,  as 
Jbllows: 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  expense  in- 
curred in  consequence  of  the  late  rtre  at  the  Capitol. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senale  and  House  of  Repre$cntativet 
of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Confcreu  a$$embtedj 
That  the  sum  of  Ave  thousand  4ollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  In  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  neccfHary.  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings,  in  discharge  of  expenses  incurred 
ill  the  extinguishment  of  the  late  flre  in  the  Library  Room, 
the  removal  of  Uie  rubbish,  and  the  preservation  of  such 
books  and  other  articles  as  may  have  been  saved,  and  the 
construction  x>f  a  tin  roof  for  the  preservation  and  protec- 
tion of  ^e  pnUie  building  now  exposed. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  another  section  which  I 
wish  to  add  to  the  bill.  It  is  a  short  section,  sim- 
ply that  the  sum  of (say  ten  thousand  dollars) 

be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  a  new  library. 

The  amendihent  is  as  follows: 

Jtnd  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of dollars 

be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  fbr  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  bill  and 
amendment  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Building,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution authorijmg  an  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the 
late  fire,  by  whicii  the  Congressional  Library  was 
destroyed,'  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  regret  that  the  resolution  does 
not  contain  any  pro^aioR  about  constructing  the 
wings  of  the  Oapitol  so  as  to  render  them  inde- 
structible. Our  public  buildings  are  constructed 
in  a  shameful  manner.  I  wish  to  hare  an  amend- 
ment inserted  as  to  the  construction  of  the  wings, 
but  I  suppose  that  cannot  be  done  without  delay- 
ing the  investigation.  I  am  therefore  willing  to 
postpone  it. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  if  that 
joint  resolution  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  it 
would  have  to  go  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  his  signature  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  the  resolution  shall  be 
passed  in  iu  present  shape,  it  will  require  the  con- 
currence of  the  President.  The  usual  mode  is  to 
pass  a  concurrent  resolution — the  House  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  act  jointly  with  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  thought  occurred  to  me. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  great  outrage  that  we 
should  P&ss  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  a  fire  in 
our  building  in  such  a  form  that  it  cannot  go  into 
effect  without  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  resolution  ought  to  be  amend- 
ed. It  should  not  pass  in  its  present  form.  I 
move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  present.  i 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  fallowing  resolutions 
for  consideration: 

Reeoloed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  tba 
House  of  Representatives,  to  inauire  into  and  report  the 
causs  of  the  rseent  flre  in  tba  Capitol ;  and  also,  what 


measures  it  is  proper  to  take  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a 
similar  accident  hereafter.  And  the  said  Qpmmittee  be  also 
in^ttructed  to  examine  the  proposed  mode  of  construction  of 
the  addition  to  the  Capitol,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  render  tJie  same  flrc-proof,  and,  ff  not,  what 
should  be  done  to  secure  it,  as  fkr  as  possible,  from  the 
danger  of  flre. 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  th«  Library  be  in- 
structed to  examine  and  report  what  measures  should  be 
taken  immediately  to  proems  such  books  as  may  be  most 
indispensable ;  and  what  plan  it  is  best  to  adopt  to  procure 
a  library,  which,  in  its  extent  and  in  the  character  of  the 
worlu,  siiail  be  sulficientiy  useAil  and  honorable  to  the 
country. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Friday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TtucsDAT,  December  30,  1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  GiLMORE,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared^  day, 
and,  after  taking  the  usual  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  took  his  seat. 
RECEPTION  OF  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of  proposing  a 
resolution  in  the  committee.  I  hope  the  House 
will  permit  me,  at  least,  to  make  a  single  remark. 
I  wish  to  say  that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  do 
not  contemplate  any  action  of  the  committee  or 
-the  House  towajrds  opening  this  Hall  to  any  ha- 
rangues, but  simply  to  carry  out  quietly  an  act  of 
courtesy,  the  initiative  of  which  the  nation  has 
already  taken. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

RetohteJ,  That  a  committee  of  Bve  be  appointed  liy  the 
Speaker,  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth,  and  introduce  him 
to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  McMULLirTobjected. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  thft  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose,  and  on  that  motion  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  would  suggest, 
that  if  the  xpotion  of  the  gentleman  from  v)hio 
prevails,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  cannot  take  up  that  resolution. 
They  can  entertain  no  subject  but  such  as  has 
been  referred  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  question  is  not  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  -  Is  it  in  order  to  move  a 
call  of  the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Then  I  make  such  a  mo- 
tion. 

The  question  was  put,  whether  there  should  be 
a  call,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Cart- 
TBR*8  motion,  and  resulted — yeas  103,  nays  49; 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  WUlis  Allen,  Allison,  John  Appleton, 
William  Appleton,  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Bissell, 
Bowie,  Bowne,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brenton.  Briggs,  Buell, 
Busby,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cartter,  Chap- 
man. Cbastain,  Cleveland,  Cliogman,  Conker,  George  T. 
Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Disney,  Doty,  Durkee, 
Eastman,  Ficklin.  Floyd,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Oaylord,  Gentrv,  Giddtngs,  Gilmore, 
Gorman,  Green,  Grow,  Hascall,  Hendricks,  Horsford, 
John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Ives, 
Johti  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
George  G.  King,  Preston  King,  Kuhns.  Letcber,  Mace, 
Mann,  Edward  C.  Marehall.  McDonald,  Meacham,  Miner, 
Molony,  John  Moore,  Naoers,  Neivton,  Olds,  Peaslee, 
Penniinan,  Polcins,  Rantoul.  Richardson,  Rid<ue,  Robie, 
Robinson,  SacketL.  Schermertiorn,  Seudder,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton,  Smart,  Snow,  Benja- 
min Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
Stratton,  Stuart,  Sutherltad.  Sweetser^George  W.Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Townshend,  Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Ward.  Washburn,  Welch,  Addison  White,  Wildrick,  and 
Yates— 103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Ashe,  Averett, 
Barrere,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bocock,  Bragg,  A.  O.  Brown, 
E.  C.  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Cburchwell,  Clark,  CuUom, 
Dockery,  Edraundson,  Ewing.  Fitch,  Ooodenow,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Harper.  Isham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Haven,  Hebanl,  Henn,Hillyer.  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Martin,  McMuUin,  Millson,  Morebead,  Murphy,  Orr,  Pow- 
ell, Savaj^e,  Scurry,  Smith,  Sunly,  Taylor,  VenaUe,  Wal- 
ace,  Watkins,  and  WiUiams— 49. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Joxki,  of  Tennes- 
see, in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  resolution  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk;  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  reported. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  resolutidns  proposing  to  refer  the  President** 
message  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Did  the  Chair  hear  my 
motion? 
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The  CHAIRMAN.     What  was  the  genUe- 
an's  motion.' 

Mr.  CARTTER.  My  motion  was  to  take  up 
„  resolution  which  I  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  for 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  as  its  first  busi- 
ness. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  rule  requires  that  the 
business  shall  be  taken  tip  in  the  order  in  which 
it  stands  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move,  then,  to  lay  aside  all 
other  business,  and  take  up  nay  resolution. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  is  the 
resolutions  referring  the  President's  message. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    One  of  the  su^jecu  referred 

to  in  the  President's  message  is  the  subject  of  my 

resolution.    I  move  to  take  up  that  subject  in  the 

form  of  my  resolution,  and  aot  upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     That  metion  is  not  in 

order.  

Mr.  CARTTER.  I>o  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  take  up  a  subject 
embraced  in  the  President's  message  which  has 
been  referred  to  this  committee,  ailfl  which  is  im- 
bodied  in  the  proposed  resolution? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order  to  make 
that  motion,  as  it  is  not  the  first  business  in  order 
upon  the  calendar. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Well,  then,  I  move  to  lav 
aside  the  resolutions  relating  to  the  President's 
message,  with  a  view  to  take  up  my  resolution. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions  were  laid  ajside. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  next  business  in 
order  to  be  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Architect  of  the  Cfapitol  to  continue  in  employment 
the  mechanics, laborers,  and  others  employed  upon 
the  two  winersthereof. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  to  lay  that  resolution 
aside. 

Mr.  WA1.SH.  I  hope  that  resoltlUon  wffl  not 
be  laid  aside,  but  will  be  acted  upon  at  ooee.  I 
am  perfectly  willing^  to  do  every  appro^iiate  honor 
to  Louis  Kossuth,  and  to  extend  to  him  aheari^ 
welcome;  but  I  think  that  our  own  people-w^  art 
suffering,  are  entitled  to  precedence.  I  nope, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  will  not  prevail 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  demanded  tellers;  whicli 
were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Stanton,  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Cartter  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
ayes  85,  noes  58. 
So  the  resolution  was  laid  aside. 
Mr.  CARTTER.    I  would  now  inquire  of  thf 
Chairman,  what  orders  have  precedence  of  the 
resolution  which  i  have  submitted  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Nothing.  The  commit- 
tee has  disposed  of  the  business  referred  to  it  by 
the  House  and  now  has  nothing  before  it. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  now  move  the  resolution 
which  I  have  serft  to  tl^e  Clerk's  table,  and  -ask 
that  it  may  be  reported. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order.  The 
committee  has  no  business  before  it. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  But  I  move  this  resolatioii 
as  busine;^,  and  I  a^iAall  for  its  reading. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  informed 
the  committee  that,  having  disposed  of  the  busi- 
ness referred  to  it  by  the  House,  there  is  no  busi- 
ng before  it,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  CThair 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  jon  the  state  of 
the  Union  cannot  originate  business. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  appeal  from  that  decision, 
and  I  ask  that  my  resolution  may  be  read,  in  order 
that  the  committee  may  vote  intelligibly  on  thai 
appeaU 

ftfr.  FICKLIN.    I  desire  to  inauire  of  the 
Chair,  if  a  resolution  cannot  as  well  be  offered 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ^n  the  state 
of  the  Union,  as  before  a  standing  committee  or 
any  other  committee? 
Several  Members.    Certainly. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    The   Chair   has  before 
stated  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  has  charge  of,  and  jurisdictioo 
over,  only  such  business  as. may  have  bees  re- 
ferred to  It  by  the  House. 

In  reference  to  the  standing  committees  of  tke 
House,  the  Chair  is  aware  that  the  rule  is  dififer- 
ent.    'The  rules  of  the  House  prescribe  the  duties 
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and  jurisdieuoB  of  each  of  the  standing  commit- 
t«es»  but  do  not  prescribe  the  duty  of  this  commit- 
tee. '  The  Chmir,  therefore,  decides  that  this  com- 
mittee can  origrinate  no  business.  From  this 
decision  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter] 
am»eals. 

Mr,  BAYLY,  af  Vireinia.  I  would  suggest 
aiHkher  reason  why  the  decision  just  given  by  the 
CThair  i^  a  correct  one»  besides  the  conclusive  one 
vhich  the  Chair  has  given. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object,  unless  there  islo 
be  an  opportunity  scanted  for  rej^. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  rise,  to  a  pomt  of  order. 

Tiie  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order.  There  is  nothing  before  the  committee  ex- 
ct^  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    Well;  I  meant  to  debate  that 

'^K.  CLINGMAN.    I  object  to  its  bemg  de- 
nial. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  in 
ikt  preaent  case  the  appeal  is  debatable,  although 
the  Chair  is  aware  it  is  departing  from  the  general 
ndea  which  govern  the  committee. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  appeal  from,  the  last  de- 
firrr  of  the  Chair. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  appeal  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  BAY^Y.  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
%  but  1  do  intend  to  b&y  ^bat  I  think  the 
of  the  Chair  is  clearly  right.  This  reso- 
lUDposes  to  raise  a  select  committee.  Now, 
^  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Qneii  cannot  raise  such  a  committee.  It  is,  of 
te^»  only  a  committee.  Such  a  committee  as  the 
frfnCioD  contemplates  can  on\f  be  raised  by  the 
gomf  iiaelf . 

Mr.  CUNGMAN.  I  must  say  that  it  seems 
l»  itte  the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
*a  [Mr.  Batlt]  is  a  very  singular  one.  It 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Ofe 
«f  the  Union  cannot  appoint  a  committee. . 
resolution,  however,  proposes  no  such  thing. 
Knopceea  onij  U>  recommend  to  the  House  the 
■fpefcfini  lit  of  the  conomittee. 

iJk  memmge  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
tat«f  the  United  States,  announcing  that  he  had 
ajMHfwl  and  signed  k  joint  resolution  providing 
iKjbit printing  of  additional  copies  of  the  Jour- 
i^limf  oUier  documents.] 

r*  C^  continued:  I  was  about  to  say  that  the 

t of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  therUnion 

to  the  House  the  passage  of  any 

or  bin  which  any  other  committee  can 

lU  and  it  can  originate  a  resolution  such 

f^Aer  committee  might  originate — for  the 

Bt  of  a  committee,  or  for  any  particular 

We  have  repeatedly  had  recommenda- 

#e  appointment  of  committees  upon 

Ejects,  emanatinfi^  from  the  stanaing 

this  House.    Tney  report  their  rec- 

B  to  the  House,  but  the  House  adopt 

iDB  and  appoint  the  committees,    if 

of  the  W  hole  should  pass  this  res- 

1^  will  not  undertake  to  appoint  the  spe- 

*  tee.    The  resolution,  in  the  event  of 

wiU  be  reported  to  the  House;  and  if 

then  adopt  U,  the  Speaker  will  appoint 

Its  appointment  wijl  be  the  action 

and  not  of  the  Committee  of  the 

\fin  the  state  of  tl^e  Union.    I  think,  there- 

the  Chtur  will  not  hesitate  to  decide  this 

it  be  a  matter  of  division — that  the 

have  the  right  to  recommend  this  reso- 

J.t9  (be  House.    This  venr  subject  (I  mean 

k«f  Kossuth)  has  been  referred  to  this  com- 

■", anions  various  others,  in  thfr  President's 

We  all  know  that  it  is  the  practice  of 

MMQittee,  when  various  subjects  are  re- 

tO  it  in  the  President's  message,  to  report 

f'  one  part  of  that  message  on  one  day,  and 

another  part  on  another  day.    We  are  not 

1  to  make  one  report  only  upon  that  message. 

therefore,    t^at,   as    the   President's 

JB^now  before  us,  and  as  this  subject  is 

d  in  that  message,  we  have  the  n^ht  to 

Hms  subject  up,  and  report  this  resolution  to 

AAHoose. 

AMgwrrff      It  is  not  before  the  committee. 

"lir.CLfNGMAN.  I  understood  the  Chairman 

If  atflle  thai  it  was  before  the  committee. 

Mr»  feAYLY.  .  It  has  been  Uid  aside. 

.|i6r«CCiINOMAN.    Then  we  can  take  it  up 

'  "       I  tfiake  this  point,  that  as  there  is  now  no 

*   *    bw>rstbe«Qinniittee,ki8  torn- 
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petsnt  for  us  to  take  up  any  business  which  has 
been  submitted  to  the  committee.  The  fact  that  it 
has  once  been  laid  aside  is  no  reason  why  we  may 
not  take  it  up  again. 

A  Mkmber.  We  have  not  laid  aside  the  Pres- 
ident's mes^^ge;  we  have  only  laid  aside  one  reso- 
lution -connected  with  that  message;  it  is  in  our 
power  to  take  up  any  other  resolution  relating 
to  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  was  precisely  my 
understanding.  If  thi^  facts  are  as  slated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bayly,]  we  can 
take  up  the  subject  again;  but  if  it  is  already  be- 
fore the  committee,  why  so  much  the  better, 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  desire  to  say  iust  one  word. 
It  Keenis  to  me  that  ihje  practice  of  the  House  jus- 
tifies the  introduction  of  this  resolution.  I  under- 
stand that  it  has  been  the  practice  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  or^  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  right,  to  report  a  resolution  asking  to  be 
dischai^ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  any 
subject.  I  understand  the  President's  message — 
at  least,  the  general  subjects  contained  in  it — is 
still  before  the  committee.  If  so,  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  resolution  relating  to  it,  but  contemplating 
no  action  in  committee  further  than  a  report  to  the 
House,  can  be  originated  here.  It  seems  to  me 
it  may  be  introduced  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use 
the  expression)  by  common  right.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  this  resolution,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  proposes,  is  simply  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  House.  It  is  not  to  origin- 
ate any  new  business — it  is  not  a  subject  of  legis- 
lative business  to  which  it  refers:  it  is  a  matter 
entirely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committee, 
totally  irrespective  of  any  legislative  action.  That 
is  my  view  of  iti 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  fallen 
into  error  in  not  considering  the  condition  which 
this  committee  is  now  in.  According  to  parlia- 
mentary law,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  can 
act  only  with  reference  to  such  matters  as  are  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  House;  but  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  is  not  subject 
to  such  restrictions,  because  it  has  under  consid- 
eration the  state  of  the  Union,  and  it  is  raised  for 
the  puipose  of  taking  into  consideration  every- 
thing i^rtaining  to  the  Union.  And  when  you, 
Mr.  Cnaiilkian, leave  that  chair,  you  are  compelled 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Speaker  difierent  from  that 
which  you  would  make  if  you  were  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole — ^not  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  You  are  compelled  to  report  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  nave  had  under  consid- 
eration the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and  spe- 
cially the  subject  apon  which  the  committee  had 
been  engaged.  Let  me  refer  to  precedent.  If  I 
recollect  aright,  during  the  last  Congress  a  gentle- 
man from  Wisconsin  was  allowed  to  introduce 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  a  bill  to  admit 
California  into  the  Union,  and  he  was  sustained 
by  the  House.  If  you  will  go  back  and  examine 
the  practice  of  this  House,  you  will  find  that  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
some  of  the  most  important  war  measures  have 
been  originated,  and  have  been  reported  from  that 
committee  to  the  House  for  its  action.  It  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  it  is  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  you  have  under  consideration  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  state  of  the  Union;  and 
therefore  you  can  originate  measures  of  this  kind 
in  it,  and  report  thenuto  the  House  for  its  action 
thereon. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Do  1  under- 
stand the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union  have  ori- 
ginated any  jproposition  ? 

Mr.  OLDs.  1  so  understand  it.  Certain  it  is 
that  during  the  last  Congress  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  introduced  a  bill  into 'that  committee 
for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  bill  was  introduced 
in  connection  with  the  President's  message.  It 
was  never  reported  to  the  House  as  an  original 
proposition;  if  it  had  been  I  undertake  to  say  that 
It  would  never  have  been  sustained  by  this  House. 
There  is  not  in  the  history  of  this  country,  a  cose 
in  which  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  originated  any  matter.  They  could 
not  do  it,  and  have  no  power  to  do  it.  The  com- 
mittee has  already  laid  aside  the  consideration  of 
the  President's  message.  If  that  message  were 
DOW  under  consideration,  the  resolution  in  relation 
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W  Kossuth,  in  connection  with  that  part  of  the 
message  relating  to  him,  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  any  difficulty  in  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion. It  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the 
President's  message  is  before  the  committee.  This 
resolution  is  pertinent  to  that  roess»ge,  and  is 
tlierefore  in  order.  Now,  sir,  the  President's 
message  is  still  before  the  committee,  and  we  can- 
not discharge  ourselves  from  the  consideration  of 
it.  We  have  not  attempted  to  do  so.  We  have 
merely  laid  aside  the  consideration  of  particular 
resolutions  in  reference  to  that  message,  for  the 
express  purpose,  as  understood  by  everybody,  of 
taking  up  this  very  resolution  in  reference  to  Kos- 
suth— a  subject  whivih  is  referred  to  in  that  mes- 
sage. The  message  is  still  before  the  committee, 
fimd  we  can  take  up  this  resolution,  or  any  other 
which  is  equally  pertinent  to  the  President's  mes- 
sage.   That  is  what  wepropoae  to  do. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  not  the  question  at 
all.  I  understand  that  the  President's  message 
has  been  laid  aside. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Not  at  all. 
But  if  it  had  been,  we  could  take  it  up  a^in  for'the 
purpose  of  passing  this  resolution,  which  is  per- 
tinent. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  When  we  take  up  the  mes- 
sage, then  this  resolution  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  The  Presi- 
dent's message  is  still  before  the  conunittee.  This 
resolution  is  pertinent  to  it,  and  in  taking  it  up, 
we  take  up  that  particular  branch  of  the  message. 
It  is  therefore  perfectly  in  order,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  President's  message 
was  first  before  the  committee.  The  committee 
by  a  vote  laid  the  message  aside,  and  it  is  not  now 
under  consideration.  After  all  the  business  upon 
the  calendar  was  disposed  of  by  the  committee,  a 
proposition  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  to  introduce  a  resolution.  The 
Chair  decided  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  could  originate  no  sub- 
ject within  itself.  It  could  only  act  upon  such 
questions  as  had  been  referred  to  it  by  the  House. 
From  that  decision  the  gentleman  (jrom  Ohio  took 
an  appeal.  The  Chair,  for  reasons  first  assigned, 
is  still  of  opinion  that  the  decision  is  correct;  and 
for  other  reasons,  he  is  confirmed  in  that  opinion, 
and  more  strongly  -than  before.  By  referring  to 
the  134th  tul'e,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  provided 
that  the  rules  of  proceedings  in  the  House  shall  be 
observed  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  applicable— except  the  rule 
limiting  the  times  of  speaking — and  no  member 
shall  speak  twice  to  any  Question,  until  every  mem- 
ber choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken.  Now 
one  of  the  standing  rules  of  this  House  is,  that  no 
member  shall  introduce  a  resolution  or  make  a 
proposition  except  by  unanimous  consent,  or  when . 
the  States  are  called,  for  resolutions.  That  rule, 
then,  is  applicable  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Suppose  that  this  res- 
olution had  been  ofifered  to  the  House,  and  objected 
to:  no  motion  could  have  been  made,  und^  the 
rules,  to  suspend  them  for  its  admission,  conse- 
quently it  could  not  have  been  introduced.  A  mo- 
tion could  only  be  made  on  Monday  to  suspend 
the  rules,  and  this  would  be  the  only  way,  in  the 
House,  in  which  tliis  resolution  could  be  intro- . 
duced  upon  any  other  day  than  Monday,  except 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
how  his  decision,  that  this  appeal  is  debatable, 
can  be  sustained;  it  being  an  appeal  founded  upon 
the  order  of  business  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  stated^  when 
this  appeal  was  taken,  that  it  was  a  new  question, 
and  for  that  reason  he  would  decide  that  it  was 
debatable.  The  Chair  is  now  perfectly  clear  that 
the  decision  appealed  from  is  right.  The  Chair 
has  no  oride  ot  opinion  about  it,  and  is  perfectly 
willing  that  the  committee  should  overrule  it,  and 
say  what  shall  be  done. 

[Cries  of  «•  aueation !"  »« auestion !"] 

Tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered,  and  Messrs. 
Venablb  and  Cartter  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  68,  noes  80. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  now  oflTer  the  resolution, 
that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair 
to  wait  upon  Louis^  Kossuth,  upon  his  arrival  at 
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**CUiestion !  duestion ! "  whilst  I  am  in  possession 
of  the  floor,  Uiat  they  only  awake  sensations  in 
■17  bosom  which  it  would  be  unparliamentary  for 
nt  to  designate  in  this  House. 

I  would  return,  and  remark,  that  we  are  not  left 
tD  oar  own  experience  on  this  subject.  I  shall 
pot  go  to  the  lore  of  Greek  and  Roman  records. 
liBok  at  Switzerland,  surrounded  by  despotism, 
^object  of  hatred  and  the  subject  of  assault: 
^  stands  like  her  own  Alps,  and,  free  as  the 
which  sport  amongst  her  glaciers,  unmoved 
ansubduM.  Her  own  Mont  Blanc  is  not 
fixed  than  the  neutrality  of  Switzerland,  be- 
i  she  i^nderstands  and  appreciates  liberty,  and 
k  ioTiiicible. 

I  sBa  vuiwilling  to  see  our  Government  become 
a  ksightr^rrant  in  the  great  cause  t>f  national 
ibtsiy  and  independence  over  the  wholfc  face  of 
thff  earth.  For  this  diffusive  benevolence  I  have 
•ot  isnch  respect.  Like  other  knights-arrant,  in 
ths  zeaJ  to  redress  wrongs,  there  is  no  estimate  of 
wnqgs  perpetrated.  If  Hungary  is  to  demand 
mg  mterveotionf  what  shall  we  say  to^Polapd,  to 
lnluMl,and  to  the  revolutionists  of  Naples  ?  Where 
wit  oar  mission  end  ?  I  think  the  first  and  most 
flMous  remedy  for  sucb  a  zeal  would  be  the  pub- 
"  ''  sod  difiusion  of  a  cheap  edition  or  the 
of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha,  familiarly 
Don  duixote.  Sir,  I,  as  a  statesman 
representative  of  the  people,  can  neither  en- 
iKe  nor  indorse  the  doctrines  of  Louis  Ko8> 
In  this  country..  I  protest  against  any  inters 
00  the  part  of  our  Government,  or  its 
IS  such,  in  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
than  they  concern  ourselves.  I  would 
oar  remonstjances  and  our  demonstrations 
own  wrongs  and  insults,  which  are  not 
in  the  history  of  the  present  time;  and  I 
'nun  from  giving  the  sanction  of  a  repre- 
of  my  district,  to  the  opinions  of  one 
intervention  in  the  aflairs  of  Europe, 
upon  the  people  to  make  pronunciamien- 
kis  ikror.  I  trust  tliat  my  amendment 
111,  that  the  Speaker  may  invite  the  distin- 
IHungarian  to  a  privileged  seat — such  cour- 

am  Father  Mathew  and  others  have  received — 
.hRfC  him  to  the  impression  which  speeches 
upon  the  public  mind.    Let  all  contri- 
choose,  but  I  protest  against  any  act 
to  complicate  our  Government  with 
psf  others  who  have  no  claim  for  our 
no  right  to  ask  intervention.    I  am 
but  I  know  that  the  intermeddling  in 
becomes  contemptible,  and  it  is  equally  ' 
jDtns.     Let  Kossuth  be  invited  to  aprivi-  , 
jtreated  with  due  respect,  welcomeu  with 
r,  and  made  free  to  come  and  free  to  go, 

TTTER.    I  rise  simply  to  say,  that  I 

Resize  myself  to  address  the  committee; 

isft  we  will  not  enter  upon  a  general  dis- 

of  matters  collateral  to  this  resolution.    I 

1  the  purpose,  when  I  offered  the  resolution, 

I  iatroduced  it  simply  as  a  peaceful  act  of 

'  qf^»  already  made  necessary  by  the  previous 

of  this  House  and  nation,  and  not  for  the 

,^  of  bringing  upon  tliis  floor  any  of  the  ele- 

of  discussion  outside  of  this  House.    Al- 

i  would  be  glad,  when  the  ^me  arrives,  to 

5m'ik0  broad  fiela  of  discussion  that  lies  behind, 
^as  foreign  to  this  act  of  courtesy,  I  shall  not 
A  at  this  time;  and  I  hope  that  the  committee 
~  do  it.  If  we  are  to  be  involved  in  a  dis- 
of  the  general  topic,  and  that  is  settled, 
lAjr  I  am  ready  to  enter  upon  it,  and  the  friends 
^Iju  resolution  are  also  ready.  I  hope  the  ques* 
bM  *ay  be  taken,  and  the  prevailing  jiense  of  the 

fcrealke«d.    If  it  is  adopted,  I  hope  the  act 
^    DBg  it  may  be  simply  regarded  as  an  act  of 
ttmUm^  on  the  part  of  this  body,  made  necessary 
by  1&^  position  in  which  it  stands.    That  is  all  I 
hUmaiim     I  hope,  with  this  view,  that  the  amend- 
teaj  be  voted  down,  and  the  original  reso- 
passed,  or  defeated,  without  enteri/ig  into 
•av  llurtber  discussion. 
Mr*  lIsMULLIN.    Is  it  in  order  to  offer  an 
to  the  resolution  ? 
ffljfAIItMAV.    Thsrs  is  an  amendment 
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already  pending.    An  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment mieht  be  in  order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  viz: 

And  tbat  tsid  coBuniUee  also  introdvct  to  this  House 
Colonel  Boon  Bani*.  atid  such  otbArs^  now  in  this  city,  as 
were  engsged  in  the  late  Cuban  expedition,  and  who  were 
taken  prisoners  by  the  Spaaiah  authorities  and  have  hemi 
tinea  releaaed. 

[Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  it  is  out  of  order? 
'  The  CHAIRMAN.    I  do. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  It  is  painful  to  my  feelin|;s 
to  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
[Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  take 
an  appeal  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  believe  I  wUl  not.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  intend  to  vote  for  th^  passage 
of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Venable;]  but  I  intend  also  to  give 
the  reasons  why  I  vote  for  that  resolution,  because 
it  often  happens  in  this  House  that  when  votes  are 
given,  unless  you  seize  the  time  of  giving  them,  it 
IS  impossible  to  accompany  them  with  any  expla- 
nation. We  are  about  to  make  a  mark,  a  signifi- 
cant mark  on  the  history  of  this  Government;  and 
while  that  mark  is  making,  I  desire  to  give  the 
reasonsVby  I  aid  in  making  it,  and  to  accompany 
my  vote  with  a  translation.  I  do  not  intend  that 
it  shall  be  said,  when  I  vote  for  this  resolution, 
that  I  mean  to  intervene  or  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  all  this  earth,  not  even  of  all  tliis  continent,  or 
of  any  other  continent.  I  intend  merelj^  ^JP*7.  '^ 
political  compliment  to  a  political  principle.  While 
paying  it  I  do  not  intend  to  pay  it  ofEcially;  I  do 
not  intend  to  pay  it  in  behalf  of^this  Government, 
but  as  an  individual,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  member  of 
our  common  society;  for  that  reason  and  for  no 
other.  I  cherish  in  my  bosom  a  deep  and  warm 
sympathy  for  the  poliucal  principles  which  not 
only  Kossuth,  but  O'Brien,  Me^b^r^  Avezzana, 
and  Garibaldi,  and  others  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, have  contended  for.  The  tribute  of  my 
heart,  the  tribute  of  my  warm  desire  fbr  their  suc- 
cess, the  force  of  the  example  which  this  country 
can  set  by  peace  and  quietude,  and  by  a  good  ex- 
ample— all  these  I  am  willing  to  give;  but  1  stand, 
as  a  Northern  man,  upon  one  ground,  upon  one 
political  principle,  that  is,  non-interference  with 
other  people's  aflairs;  and  upon  that  breakwater 
alone  can  I  defend  myself  from  the  surges  which 
rise  up  around  me,  and  which  seek  to  deluge  por- 
tions of  this  country,  as  well  as  other  governments 
over  sea.  If  once  this  Washington  principle  of 
non-intervention  or  non-interference  with  other 
Governments  can  be  broken  down,  I  see  no  land 
ahead,  nay,  nothing  but  a  dark  and  stormy  sea 
before  me.  If  intmerence  with  other  States  or 
other  people  is  ever  to  become  the  rule,  or  a  lead- 
ing principle  in  this  Government,  has  it  never  oc- 
curred to  gentlemen  that  it  will  not  stop  in  Europe, 
but  begin  on  this  continent,  and  perhaps  first  in 
this  country,  in  intermeddling  with,  and  revolu- 
tionizing the  peculiar  organization  and  institutions 
of  a  portion  of  our  own  complex  society?  I  am 
quite  sure  the  thought  has  occurred  at  least  to  one 
gentleman  I  see  before  me — the  shrewd,  keen- 
eyed  gentleman  from  Ohio,  whose  zeal  and  whose 
energy  to-day,  though  a  member  of  the  peace  so- 
ciety, in  the  eeneraJ  cause  of  war,  can  only  be 
accounted  fbr  by  his  determination  to  bretikdown 
the  barrier  of  non-intervention  and  non-interfer- 
ence that  stands  between  him  and  the  society  and 
governments  of  large  portions  of  this  country. 
While  preachingpeace,  bringing  peace  propositions 
within  this  Hall,  denouncing  all  of  us  who  will 
not  vote  against  armies,  and  clamoring:  against  all 
of  us  who  are  ever  for  war,  even  for  just  war — ^^I 
see  him  anxious  to-day,  with  others  of  his  class, 
to  sally  forth  upon  the  eeneral  principle  of  inter- 
vention and  war — bella,  Tunrida  hellot  with  univer- 
sal creation.    I  protect  myself  from  the  surges  of 
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social  and  domestic  intervention  which  that  gen- 
tleman and  those  who  act  with  him  would  raise 
about  me  when  they  are  clamoring  for  the  princi- 
ples of  universal  liberty — ^liberty  for  all  races,  all 
colors,  and  all  breeds,  by  saying,  **  that  it  is  my 
duty  as  a  peaceful  citizen,  living  within  my  own 
Government,  to  attend  to  my  own  business  and 
concerns,  and  let  other  people  attend  to  theirs." 
I  am  no  Peter  the  Hermit.  I  have  no  chivalrous 
mission  to  go  forth  and  enlighten  the  whole  earth. 
I  will  not  take  my  little  candle  and  walk  among  the 
powder-magazines  of  alt  mankind  and  set  those 
magazines  on  fire,  and  then  rejoice  at  the  general 
anddorious  exnlosion.  I  defend  myself  from  that 
gentleman  and  nis  associates  when  they  assail  our 
own  State  governments,  and  clamor  for  universal 
liberty,  by  the  general  declaration,  that  it  is  none 
of  my  business  what  is  done  in  other  State  gov- 
ernments than  my  own — that  I  am  opposed  to  in- 
tervention of  all  sorts.  Attend  to  your  own  con- 
cerns, mind  your  own  business,  take  care  of  your 
own  household  affairs,  is  the  primary  duty  of  a 
nation  as  well  as  of  a  family  or  individual.  This, 
I  am  sure,  is  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen  and  a  good 
le^slator.  If  we  once  lay  down  and  establish  the 
principle  that  this  Government  has  a  right  to  inter- 
fere and  intervene  and  take  up  arms  against 
slavery  in  Hungary,  or  any  other  portion  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  there  stand  in  my  own  State 
more  than  a  million  of  human  beings  who  cry, 
**  that  there  is  no  slavery  on  God's  earth  so  horri- 
ble as  the  chattel  slavery  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  that  our  first  duty,  before  ^ire  arm  ourselves 
against  European  despots,  is  ts  seize  the  cannon, 
the  musket,  the  torch,  and  the  firebrand,  go  across 
the  *Potomac,  and  set  fire  to  the  whole  southern 
country  at  once."  I  do  not  stop  to  discuss  this 
c{uestion  with  such  people  theologically  or  econom- 
ically; but  constitutionally,  I  say  Southern  slavery 
is  none  of  your  business;  you  have  no  authority 
over,  or  right  to  interfere  with  it^  If  ever,  then, 
this  principle  of  non-intervention  in  the  afiihirs  of 
other  people  is  broken  down,  it  is  in  vain  for  me, 
and  those  who  act  with  me,  to  attempt  to  resist  the 
univei*8al  crusade  which  will  sweep  us,  not  towards 
Europe,  but  across  the  Potomac  into  the  whole 
Southern  country. 

This  Government  was  formed  for  peculiar  and 
special  purposes,  and  for  none  other.  It  was  mads 
a  limited  Government  especially  to  make  us  attend 
to  our  own  concerns.  JNowherc  in  our  Constitu- 
tion can  the  power  be  found  to  intervene  in  the 
affairs  of  other  nations,  in  Europe  or  on  this  Conti- 
nent; and  when  such  a  thing  in  Genet's  day  was 
attempted,  both  Washington  and  Jefferson  put  it 
down.  We  can  only  protect  ourselves  and  our 
institutions  by  that  humble  primary  maxim  of 
minding  our  own  affairs. 

I  know,  sir,  that  this  is  no  popular  speech  of 
mine.  It  will  brin?  me  no  cheers  and  secure  me 
no  votes  if  I  desirea  them,  and  make  me  no  friends 
where  this  excitability  exists,  and  especially  in 
the  combustible  city  which  I  in  part  represent.  It 
may  be  the  popular  excitement  will  for  a  moment 
sweep  a  man  away.  The  hearts  of  my  people  are 
warm,  and  for  a  time  their  passions  may  run 
away  with  their  heads;  but  when  their  judgments 
cool,  and  reason  seizes  the  rudder  again,  the  man 
who  has  done  right,  and  fearlessly  right,  on  all  and 
every  occasion,  will  in  the  end  receive  the  popular 
support  and  the  popular  applause.  I  may  be  over- 
thrown. I  may  oe  a  victim  to  the  resistanos 
which  1  make  to  the  wild  passions  which  are  hur- 
rying on  this  country  towards  intervention  in  ths 
aflVurs  of  the  whole  earth-Howard  universal  war. 
I  submit  to  the  sacrifice.  I  care  not  what  be- 
comes of  myself.  I  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  the 
resolution;  I  should  not  have  uttered  a  word. 
But  this  translation  must  go  forth  with  my  vote; 
and  when  Kossuth  reads — if  he  condescends  to 
read — njjr  humble  vote  upon  this  resolution,  he 
will  see  in  the  translation  to  that  vote,  that  how- 
ever we  may  open  our  hearts  to  him;  however  we 
may  cherish  his  principles,  all  we  mean  is  sym- 
patny,  welcome,  encouragement  to  him  and  his  in 
their  efforts  to  imitate  our  own  bright  and  gloriotis 
example. 
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Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to 

Mr.  OIDDING8.  I  am  astonished  at  the  ex- 
eitability  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor.    It  would  ap- 

Sear  that  no  subject  whatever  cap  be  introduce 
ere  but  some  minds  will  seize  upon  it  and  give  it 
a  connection  with  matters  which  are  not  legiti- 
mately connected  with  it.  Most  heartilv  do  I 
concur  with  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  in  paying  the  tribute  of  my  respect  to 
this  distinguished  foreigner.  I  shall  do  it  most 
cheerfully.  The  act  is  one  simple  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  obvious  in  its  tendency.  But,  sir,  what 
right  has  the  gentleman  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion to  drag  my  name  in  and  attempt  to  arraign 
me  before  this  House  and  before  the  nation? 
Why  attempt  to  charge  me  with  a  design  of  in- 
volving the  nation  in  war?  I  have  not  uttered  a 
word  upon  this  question.  I  sat  here  in  silence, 
without  the  remotest  idea  of  mingling  in  this  de- 
bate; and  had  I  taken  upon  myself  to  address  the 
committee,  it  would  never  have  entered  into  my 
mind  to  connect  this  resolution  with  the  question 
of  slavery,  as  the  gentleman  has  done,  or  to  con- 
nect it  with  war,  as  the  gentleman  has  wantonly 
accused  me  of  doing.  Far,  far  from  my  thoughts 
would  have  been  such  an  idea,  and  I  deny  the 
right  of  that  gentleman  or  any  other,  before  I  have 
spoken,  to  anticipate  the  positions  which  I  should 
take,  and  arraign  me  before  the  tlouse  and  before 
the  country  for  those  positions.  Have  I  ever 
at  any  time  hesitated  to  express  my  views  openly, 
with  perfect  frankness,  on  any  and  on  every 
c^uestioo  that  has  been  presented  to  this  body 
smce  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  6eat  in  this  Hall  ? 
I  aopeal  with  confidence  to  those  who  have  served 
witn  me,  to  the  country  who  have  read  my  re- 
marks and  votes  on  every  subject  brought  before 
us,  against  this  unfounded,  this  ungenerous  charge 
of  the  gentleman.  My  whole  poutical  life  bears 
testimony  in  contradiction  of  it.  Whenever  a 
proper  occasion  shall  present  itself,  I  shall  not 
nesitate  to  express  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
peace  with  other  nations,  and  amone  aU  nations, 
m  favor  of  uniwenal  peace.  But  I  cannot  be 
dra|;ged  into  a  discussion  of  those  principles  on  a 
subject  so  unsuitable  as  that  now  before  us. 

What  authority  had  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  or  any  other  gentleman,  to  charge  me  with 
ineonitUncy  in  relation  to  my  avowed  principles  of 
peace?  Certainly  from  nothing  which  I  have  $ind: 
nor  from  any  vote  which  I  have  ever  given.  There 
'is  somethii^  most  wanton  in  his  charges.  I  surely 
had  not  provoked  it  at  his  hands.  .  To  him  I  would 
say.  Your  ohai|;e  is  unfounded  and  false:  you  have 
traveled  out  or  your  way  to  assail  me:  on  those 
charges  I  will  meet  you  most  cheerfully  at  the 
proper  time,  or  whenever  the  proper  occasion  shall 
arrive.  The  gentleman  has  spoken  of  popular 
sentiment,  of  which  he  appears  to  stand  m  great 
dread.  I  have  no  such  fears.  The  popular  mind 
is  lighted  by  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  ancLit 
will  mete  out  justice,  and  no  more  than  justice,  to 
that  gentleman  and  to  myself.  However  much  he 
may  shrink  from  it,  he  must  meet  it. '  Tlie  gen- 
tleman appears  now  to  tremble  in  view  of  the  pen- 
alty of  that/*'  higher  law"  written  upon  the  hearts 
of  men  by  the  Ini^er  of  Qod.  This  law  he  has 
contemneo  and  ridiculed.  For  the  subversion  of 
this  law  he  has  sent  so  many  thousands  of  **  lower 
law  jermotu"  broad-cast  throughout  the  free  States. 
He  must,  however,  meet  the  penalties  of  the  pop- 
ular will;  he  may  fear  and  tremble  and  turn  pale 
at  its  approach.  It  must  come;  he  cannot  avoid 
this  tupreme  law,  before  which  we  must  all  bow. 
It  is  already  inflicting  its  penalties  upon  him,  and 
tre  long  will  consign  him  to  the  charnel-house  of 
political  apostates. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whOe  on  the  floor  I  will  take 
occasion  to  say  that  I  shall  roost  cheerfully  and 
most  heartily  vote  for  the  resolution.  I  wish  to 
tender  to  the  distinguished  Kossuth  not  merely  the 
homage  of  my  own  heart,  but  I  wish  this  House, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  do  it  ofllcially , 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  nation.  For 
this  reason  I  wish  to  see  this  resolution  pass, 
and  that  speedily.  I  decline  all  attempts  to  drag 
me  into  a  discussion  of  its  merits;  they  wfll  be  ap- 
preciated by  the  people  without  any  aid  from  us. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  was  proceeding  to  say 
before  jrielding  the  floor,  that  I  did  not  think  there 
was  much  difference  between  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Vkvable,]  who  proposed  * 
this  amendment,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 


[Mr.  Cartter,]  who  submitted  the  original  reso- 
lution; and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  am  willing 
to  vote  for  the  proposition  of  etther'of  those  gen- 
tlemen. But  I  am  unwilling  to  go  any  further.  I 
perfectly  concur  in  the  sentiment  which  has  been 
expressed  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  this  debate,  that  we  should  not  commit  this 
country  to  war  for  any  people  except  our  own.  I 
have  read  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  some  of 
the  speeches  of  Bir.  Kossuth,  and  some  of  them 
with  much  less  pleasure.  If  it  is  to  be  a  struggle 
as  to  who  shall  rule  in  Hungary — if  it  is  to  be  a 
question  as  to  the  independence  of  that  people, 
and  not  a  question  of  the  elevation  of  the  masses, 
then  it  is  a  matter  of  utter  indifference  to  me.  I 
do  not  care  who  shall  govern  in  that  country. 
But  if  it  is  a  struggle  for  the  freedom  of  the  people, 
they  have  my  sympathy,  my  wishes,  and  my 
prayer  for  their  success.  If  it  be  a  question  of 
power,  as  to  whether  this  man  or  that  man  shall 
govern  the  country  with  despotism,  it  is  a  matter, 
as  I  have  said,  of  uttiBr  indifference  to  me.  But, 
sir,  I  trust,  I  believe,  I  hope  that  the  struggle  has 
been  to  give  liberty  to  the  masses;  and,  believing 
that,  I  am  willing  to  tender  to  Kossuth,  as  the 
representative  of  that  country,  the  hospitalities  of 
this.  But  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  frpm  giving 
this  vote  because  heretofore  we  have  not  been 
successful  while  expressing  our  symfMithies  for 
the  millibns  of  France,  in  securing  their  liberty. 
The  liberties  of  the  people  of  France  have  not  been 
placed  in  proper  ha!nds,  and  they  will  fail  in  Hun- 
gary if  they  fall  into  similar  hands.  Whatever 
else  may  be  done  or  accomplished  in  France,  one 
thing  has  been  accomplished:  the  divine  right  of 
kings  to  rule  has  been  orokenr and  destroyed. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  peace 
and  war,  but,  as  I  have  said  before,  if  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  1  want  it  to  be  on 
her  own  account.  I  never  wish  to  see  an  Ameri- 
can army  guided  by  a  power  alien  to  us.  I  never 
want  to  see  a  war  earned  on  except  by  the  direc- 
tion of  our  own  legislation.  I  wish  to  see  the 
American  people  carry  it  on  under  their  own 
guidance  and  for  their  own  purposes;  otherwise 
mat  flag  which  has  never  trailed  in  the  dust  may 
be  humbled.  And  I  am  unwillinp^,  while  I  extend 
freely  the  hospitalities  of  the  nation,  and  the  hos- 
pitahties  of  the  individuals  of  the  nation,  to  Mr. 
Kossuth,  to  commit  the  nation  to  a  policy  until  I 
know  what  that  policy  is.  I  repeat,  if  the  strug- 
gle 'm  Hungary  is  for  the  ascendency  of  the  individ- 
ual who  is  to  control,  and  not  for  the  elevation  of 
the  masses,  it  is  a  matter  of  utter  indifference  to 
me  whether  they  succeed  or  not;  but  if  it  is  for 
the  liberty  of  the  masses,  they  have  my  ardent 
hopes  and  my  best  wishes  for  success. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  do  not  regard  the 
resolution  before  this  committee  as  committing  this 
Grovemment  to  the  doctrines  which  Kossuth  has 
been  attempting  to  propagate  in  the  speeches  he 
has  made  since  nis  arrival  upon  our  shores.  If  I 
so  regarded  it,  it  would  not  receive  from  me  the 
feeble  opposition  which  it  will  now  encounter  at 
my  hands.  On  the  contrary^  if  I  regarded  it  in  any 
such  light,  I  should  esteem  it  asolemn  duty  to  my 
country  to  resist  it  with  every  ener^  with  which 
Qod  has  endowed  me.  My  opposition  to  the  res- 
olution is  not  of  that  high  cnaracter;if  it  were,  the 
resolution  should  never  pass  so  long  as  opposition 
could  delay  it.  If  this  Government  should  ever 
connect  itself  with  the  principles  which  KossuUi 
has  been  attempting  to  propagate,  it  would  be  to 
give  it  such  a  blow  as  it  has  never  yet  received^ 
and  which  our  liberties  could  not  for  any  length  of 
time  survive.  It  would  commit  this  Government 
to  a  course  of  policy  which  we  have  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  carry  nut.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
elaborate  this  view  of  the  matter  at  the  present 
time,  but  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  upon  a  proper 
occasion  to  go  into  it  more  at  large.  But  I  desire 
here,  to  say  that  I  do  not  regard  this  Government 
as  altogether  blameless  in  its  conduct  in  reference 
to  Kossuth.  There  is  evidently  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  him  and  us.  He  obviously  regards 
the  Gk>vernment  as,  in  some  degree,  committed  to 
his  doctrines;  and  the  Gk>vemment  ought  not  to 
allow  this  delusion  to  continue:  if  it  does,  it  may 
involve  hiunanity  in  Europe  in  an  extent  of  suffer- 
ing such  as  is  not  anticipated. 

Suppose  this  delusion  is  permitted  to  continue 
upon  his  mind;  suppose  this  Government  does 
not,  in  some  emphatic  manner,  repudiate  his  doc- 
trines, and  with  the  expectation  of  succor  from  || 


us,  Hungary  should  again  rise  and  she  should 
agnin  be  put  under  the  iron  heel  of  despotism,  and 
this  Government  should  fail  to  int^ere,  as  we  all 
know,  and  with  absolute  certainty,  that  we  8h<»ul4 
do,  shall  not  we  in  a  degree  ))ecome  responsible 
for  the  suffering  and  calamities  which  that  people 
would  be  subjected  to  in  consequence  of  permit- 
ting them  to  continue  under  the  delusion  which 
Kossuth  IB  obvipusly  now  laboring  under?  If  my 
counsel  can  prevail,  he  will  not  leave  this  country 
until  th^re  is  a  distinct  understanding  between 
him  and  tliis  Government;  such  an  understanding 
that  nobody  in  Europe,  or  anywhere  else,  ahall  be 
deluded  into  acts  with  any  expectation  of  succor 
from  us.  There  ought  to  be  a  distinct  understnjnl- 
ing.  He  is  clear  and  explicit  in  what  he  asks; 
we  ought  to  be  equally  so.  I  do  not  understand 
this  resolution  as  committing  this  (Government  at 
all.  My  opposition  does  not  grow  out  of  any 
such  impression;  it  is  based  upon  this:  I  think  we 
are  offering  an  extent  of  adfulation  to  Kossath 
which  his  antecedents  do  not  authorize.  I  have  a 
feeling  in  respect  to  this  adulation  growing  out  of 
another  circumstance,  and  a  feeling  which  I  con- 
fess has  touched  every  patriotic  impulse  of  my 
heart.  Sir,  Kossuth  is  not  the  first  man  who  faa« 
fallen  in  the  fight  for  liberty  in  Europe  who  has 
visited  our  shores.  About  1793, 1  think  it  was, 
when  the  fires  of  liberty  were  burning  in  this  land 
with  It  brightness  with  which  they  do  not  now 
bum;  when  tlie  patriots  of  the  Revolution  were 
still  living  ;jwhen  our  Washington  was  stiU  among* 
us,  Kosciusko,  with  whom  I  will  not  undertake 
to  compare  Kossuth,  because  it  would  be  doing' 
injustice  to  the  dead;  Kossuth,  who  fell  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  Poland 

A  VoicK.    No !  Kosciusko.  ^ 

Mr.  BAYLY.    Did  I  say  Kossuth  ?    Of  course 
I  mean  Kosciusko;  I  meant  that  man  of  whon» 
when  he  fell  the  poet  said:  *' Freedom  shrieked 
when  Kosciusko  fell.''  His  merits  as  a  European 
patriot,  I  undertake  to  say,  were  at  least  equal  to 
the  merits  of  this  man;  death  has  canonized  him, 
but  I  canonize  no  man  until  death  has  seafed  h^ 
character.    But  his  claims  upon  our  ipatttude  did 
not  stop  with  his  claims  to  the  title  of  "friend  of 
freedom"  in  Europe    He  was  the  companion  in 
arms  of  Washington,  and  aided  in  achieving  those 
liberties  which  we  now  enjoy.    But  when  he 
came  here  and  went  hence,  he  received  none  of 
those  adulations  which  are  so  lavishingly  poured 
out  upon  Kossudi.    When  I  contrast  the  recep- 
tion of  that  man  upon  his  arrival  upon  our  shore* 
with  the  reception  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
give  Kossuth,  I  confess  I  look  upon  it  not  entirely 
without  feelings  of  mortification  and  shame. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  took  the  floor,  I 
did  not  design  to  go  into  this  matter  to  the  extent 
which  my  feeling^s  have  carried  me.  I  wiiA  to 
say  here,  and  desire  that  it  should  go  forth  to  the 
country,  that  fVom  an  intimate  association  with 
members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress-,  imd 
having  made  it  a  frequent  subject  of  conversation 
with  Uiem,  I  here  assert — and  I  hope  it  may  meet 
Kossuth's  eye — that  I  do  not  believe  there  ar^ 
twenty  members  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  who 
would  be  willing  to  sanction  the  doctrines  he  hajs 
attempted  to  propagate  in  this  country.  And  if 
there  are  those  who  are  carried  away  by  the  en- 
thusiasm which  is  running  through  the  land,  who 
will  for  a  moment  fall  in  with  it,  either  fVom  mo> 
tives  of  popularity-hunting,  or  from  other  mo- 
tives— I  say,  if  there  are  twenty  members  of  thia 
Congress  who  are  prepared  to  give  way  to  that 
feeling — which  I  am  quite  sure  is  not  the  case — I 
believe  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  American 
people  are  the  other  way.  From  where  I  am  now 
standing  to  the  Rio  Grande,  I  do  not  believe  there 
are  one  thousand  men  of  substance  and  character 
— men  whose  opinions  upon  matters  of  this  kind 
are  regarded  with  respect — I  do  not  believe  that 
one  thousand  men  or  this  character  can  be  fmind 
who  woulit  be  willing  to  commit  this  Government 
to  a  policy  which  would  involve  us  in  an  eternal 
strife  between  BUiropean  Powers — which  would 
bring  upon  us  standing  armies,  heavy  taxation , 
and  national  debts,  such  as  are  now  pressing' 
down  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  a  greater  part  of 
which  have  been  incurred  m  wars  waged  to  carry 
out  thi^  very  doctrine  of  intervention,  ornon^ter- 
vention,  whichever  you  are  disposed  to  call  it.  If 
our  GK>vemment  were  to  become  wedded  to  thia 
poUcy,  I  repeat,  I  do  not  believe  our  libertiee 
would  survive  twenty  years;  and  1  behev*  this  ia 
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the  •|»nion  ij^  the  American  people.  Upon  this 
mere  liUadental  moiion,  which  I  do  not  regard  as 
eoafflitdia^  the  House  to  anytbin^f,  I  shall  not  go 
iBio  thjM  debate  fully.  I  shall  do  it  hereafter.  I 
bavt  qmXj  aaid  what  I  haye  said  with  a  view, 
if  po—ibfi*,  of  commencing  that  understanding 
W»eca  ^ts  QoTemment  and  Kossuth,  which,  I 
ttaks  oaght  to  be  perfected;  and  which,  if  I  can 
kY«  my  way,  will  be  perfected  before  he  leaves 
*iBeslH>refl.  H« shall  be  told,  in  language  which 
ke  onuiot  misunderstand,  thai  this  Government 
ktf  na  idea  of  involving  itself  in  the  policy  which 
W  w  actively  and  industriously  propagates. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  said:  I  shall 
vAite  tke  example  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tck  (Mr.  Brooks]  so  far  as  to  send  the  vote  I 
M  cast  upon  this  question  to  the  country,  ac- 
«aananied  by  the  reasons  which  induce  it;  but, 
wmt  the  gentleman,  I  choose  that  my  vote  and 
(be  iwanns  therefor,  shall  harmonize  with  each 


We  are  urged  to  pass  the  resolution  offered  by 
;keeBticman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Carttkr,]  because 
i  ii  said  that  the  passage  thereof  is  due  «  oniif I 
li  wm  toy,  siiiif>ly,  to  Mr.  Louis  Kossuth.  *  We 
mtald  tliat  it  is  intended  OS  a  m«rep«r9MUil  coiirfesy; 
ik  iairoditctiovbeing  accompanied  by  a  disclaimer 
iimpf  idea  of  committing  the  Government  to  a 
iDtefpaUic  poHcy.  Mr.  Chairman,  T  cannot 
ht  Mvoed  by  this  disclaimer,  nor  by  the  want  of 
*  a  with  which  this  act  is  heralded.  We 
not  in  the  simple  cajMicity  of  private  cit- 
as  a  body  of  American  gentlemen,  only: 
vcm  hcfe  representatives  of  the  American  peo- 
|lfr--a  constituted  legislative  body — a  part  of  a 
fitHlitBtiona]  Government;  and  whatever  resolu- 
im  we  pttssy  is  a  governmental  act,  so  far  as  loe 
Eture  a  public  act;  whatever  extent 
,  so  far  we  commit  our  GK>vemment 
Ah  !  but  it  is  only  proposed  to  in- 
to this  House  under  tne  guidance 
flf  a  CMunitt^e  appointed  -hy  the  Speaker— no 
MM.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  assures  the  House 
thsilcli  as  much  opposed  to  "  hearing  a  har- 


•  «inr  one  can  be,  and  that  he  contem- 
pbtiB  ao  wicn  result  to  flow  from  the  passage  of  his 


Let  me  assure  that  gentleman,  and  this 

chat  while  his  purposes  are  so  praise- 

«  are  other  gentlemen  here  who  do 

the  deUvery  of  **  a  harangue"  by  the 

^hiflf,  and  who  support  the  resolution 

Shgr^^cpectto  hear  that  harangue  when- 

i^Mssath  comes  within  this  Hall.    Let 

honorable  member  that  the  evidence 

persoasive  that  Kossuth  himself  ex- 

this  House,  and  that  a  few  days 

temporary  retirement  from  public 

vtti  the  view  of  preparing  the  ora- 

'to  deliver  to  this  Congress.  Now, 

I  have  more  than  Uie  common 

;  but  I  confess  that  it  has  been 

the  manner  in  which  this  distin- 

has  been  treated  bv  the  people  of 

cities,  and  by  his  "  narangues  "  in 

I^KevSltk,  sad  thence  to  Baltimore,  in  presence 
<f  #i  Wititedes  and  in  reply  to  the  societies 
tiiril  hare  addressed  him.    Sir,  he  is  a  man  of 

C'Bb^f  talent,  of  wonderful  oratorical  fadlities; 
lis  SMrtiments  are  Gtuixotic,  and  especially 
^Mu  ost  American  sentiments,  or  calculated, 
ftfAlvaBpresti  upon  the  American  mind,to  pro- 
wafclhs  hwrraony  and  the  happiness  of  this  peo- 
plvif  ^  tuflnence,  and  glory,  and  permanency 


P*^ 


Qovemment.  When  I  have  read  his 
to  the  bar,  the  bench,  the  press,  the  peo- 
Itarre  remarked  the  care  he  has  taken  to 
ms  of  our  forefathers  were  crude, 
reno  permanency  as  principles  of  nation- 
every  drop  of  American  blood  in  my 
I  faster  with  indignation  at  the  estimate 
H  piaice  «pon  American  intellif^ence,  and  at 
'fair  witn  which  he  uncoils  himself  under 
of  our  honest,  hearty,  and  well-meant 
niasliqf  Ibr  him  while  chilled  by  miHfortune. 
Laos  Ihm  St  dur  own  Washington*  as  his  great 
i4sg»  Issks  down  upon  this  debate,  ahd  say 
HiMMr  It  beoomes  us,  as  Americans,  to  hear  with- 
1  this  fibB,  ssered  to  the  business  of  the  people, 
*•  muBmrn  ftom  a  forttgner,  the  burden  of  wnicJi 
onMtaMesfltftly  be  an  attempt  to  unteach  all  that 
W  tai|i,  to  loosen  all  the  ties  which  his  wis- 
^ommmMA  is  onr  infiuicy  as  the  guides  of  our 
mssiatlsst,  aatloA;  to  leave  behimf  us  forever 
tht  Isstasiks  hf  which  the  vessel  of  State  has 


thus  far  been  steered  tlirough  storms  and  tempest, 
and  under  this  new  pilotage  to  go  careering  over 
the  sea  in  a  crusade  f^ttr  the  rights  offHimatUty  and 
the  Utopia  of  universal  liberty?  I  do  not  under- 
stand how,  among  well-balanced  minds,  there  can 
be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  our  public  duty  in 
resard  to  this  question. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  is  an  act  of  mere  cour- 
tesy to  which  we  are  invited,  then  it  is  extrava- 
gant, under  all  the  circumstances.    Compliments, 
to  be  appreciated  at  due  value,  should  be  gradu- 
ated by  some  standard.    Precedent  has  furnished 
the  standard  by  which  the  courtesy  of  an  Ameri- 
can Congress  should,  through  all  future  time,  be 
measured.    There  (pointing  to  the  portrait   of 
Lafayette)  is  the  *<  toxen"  of  a  man,  tne  compeer 
and  compatriot  of  Washin|^n,  to  whom  in  his 
old  age  the  United  States  designed  to  offer  the  very 
highest  compliment  they  eo%Ud  bestow  upon  mor- 
tatit^.    He  nad  abandoned  prosperity,  the  smiles 
of  his  sovereign,  the  adulation  or  a  court,  fortune, 
family,  and  had  embarked  his  all  in  the  struggle 
for  American  independence.    He  had  bled  freely 
in  that  cause.    He  had  expended  of  bis  own 
means  |140,000  to  clothe  our  naked  soldiery,  and 
had  from  his  own  stores  put  shoes  upon  the 
bleeding  feet  of  the  American  patriots  who  were 
Aghtlng  bv  his  side  through  the  Revolution.    He 
was  an  aoopted  son  of  the  Union.    He  under- 
stood the  principles  of  our  Government,  because 
he  was  of  the  glorious  band  who  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  our  freedom.    He  was  the  companion  of 
Washington.    He  had  illustrated  his  principles 
by  a  long  career  in  Europe,  ever  devoted  to  the 
establishment  of  rational  liberty.    Congress,  obe- 
dient to  the  national  affisction,  invited  Lafayette  to 
leave  his  own  homestead  to  revisit  our  shores  that 
he  might  contemplate  our  growth  and  look  upon 
the  results  of  his  own  glorious  services  in  our  na- 
tional development.     When  he  came,  the   un- 
doubted guest  of  America,  Congress  passed  a  res- 
olution directing  the  Speaker  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  arrival,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  satis- 
faction of  Congress  in  bein^  able  to  testify  to  him 
in  person  a  nation's  gratitude.    He  was  intro- 
duced accordingly  by  a  committee,  and  such  hon- 
ors paid  as  you  now  propose  to  accord  to  Kos- 
suth !    Are  the  cases  parallel  ?    Have  we  so  fallen 
in  love  with  Louis  Kossuth  that  we  are  ready, 
without  having  any  further  acquaintance  with 
him  than  is  obtained  through  the  mists  of  the 
Hungarian  war  and  his  own  speeches,  to  pay  him 
the  same  amount  of  honor  that  we  offered  to  La- 
fayette, and  more  than  we  have  accorded  to  Kos- 
ciusko, to  Father  Mathew — to  any  man  of  foreigrn 
birUi,  or  to  any  hero  of  our  ovm  free  clime?    if 
you  so  cheapen  what  has  been  offered  to  Lafay- 
ette, abolish  the  grades  of  compliment  and  avow 
that  your  courtesy  means  as  little  as  that  of  the 
Spaniard,  whose  usual  salutation  is  to  request  his 
visitor  **  to  hold  all  his  host  possesses  at  his  own 
disposition."    The  universality  of  your  politeness 
will  then  render  it  alike  valueless  to  all.    Sir,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  compliment  bestowed 
upon  Lafayette,  of  an  introduction  to  the  Ameri- 
can Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  while 
thoee  bodies  were  in  session,  is  the  only  instance  of 
the  kind  to  be  found  in  Uie  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment.   It  is  the  only  instance  to  be  found  in 
the  history  of  any  civilized  government  since  the 
middle  ages.    Roman  consuls  had  ovations,  and 
returned  from  conouests  attended  bv  crowds  of 
captives  to  pass  under  triumphal  arcnes  amid  the 
huzzas  of  the  multitude.    These  did  no  more. 
Even  these  halted  at  the  steps  of  the  Senate  house. 
When  gentlemen  propose  this  exalted  and  ex- 
traordinary honor,  therefore,  to  Kossuth — I  say 
extraordinary,  since  the  precedent  is  nowhere  to  be 
found  save  in  the  case  of  Lafayette — 1  may  be 
well  excused  for  the  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of 
this  undue  excitement  in  his  behalf.    Is  his  ex- 
traordinary  merit   testified  by  honorable   scars 
received  in  the  fields  of  battle  upon  the  plains  of 
Hungary?    Did  he   suffer  amid    the  snows  of 
Szolnok,  or  nerve  the  Honvods  to    stand  the 
dreadful  chai^  of  cavalry  ?    Sir,  I  do  not  mean 
to  criticise  his  participation  in  the  struggle  of 
his  country.     I  award   him    willin^ljr   aU    the 
merit  of  patriotism,  though  in  my  limited  read- 
ing I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  never  to  have 
ascertained  in  what  battle  his  laurels  were  won. 
I  remember  well  when  Ujhazy — the  glorious  old 
Governor  of  Coraom— came  to  this  country  from 
the  fields  of  Hungary,  such  honors  as  these  were 


not  proposed  in  his  behalf.  He,  too,  was  identi- 
fied with  Hungary  as  surely  as  Kossuth.  He 
was  a  patriot-soldier  in  the  cause  of  his  country, 
and  had  fought  her  baules  valiantly  and  well. 
He  was  commended  to  our  consideration  as  that 
chief  who  patriotically  held  the  garrison  of  Co- 
morn  to  the  close  of  the  campaign  against  vast 
odds,  and  made  the  terms  qf  his  surrender  the  pass- 

gort  to  his  expatriation.  When  the  Iron  Crown  of 
t.  Stephen  had  fled  the  limits  of  Huneary, 
Ujhazy  found  a  new  asvlum  in  a  land  of  real 
liberty,  where  he  has  settled  to  the  peaceful  enjoy- 
ment of  Ufe  as  a  Republican  farmer.  Now,  I  re- 
spectfully ask  why  a  differentgrade  of  compliment 
should  be  paid  to  this  Ma^ar  from  the  mark  that 
Magyar  received,  admitting  both  to  have  been 
equallypatriotic,.and  equally  conspicuous  in  the 
cause  or  their  common  country?  Why  shall  we 
pay  higher  honor  to  the  orator  for  his  advocacy  of 
the  principles  of  liberty,  than  to  the  brave  old 
soldier  who  fought  and  per'ded  all,  and  finally 
asserted  the  prkictpU  in  the  very  terms  of  his  most 
honorable  capitulation  to  an  overwhelming  force 
and  necessity  ?  I  have  indulged  in  these  remarks 
to  prove  to  ttiis  committee  that  we  are  asked  upon 
this  occasion  to  ^  too  far,  mere  precedents  con- 
sidered. But,  sir,  for  one,  I  am  not  willing  to 
leave  this  subject  with  a  cloud  of  doubt  upon  it 
in  another  of  its  aspects. 

We  are  told  that  Kossuth  is  the  invited  guest 
of  the  country;  that  Cone^rees  sent  after  him  in  a 
national  ship;  that  since  his  arrival  Congress  has 
welcomed  him  to  the  capital,  and  now  that  he 
lias  actually  reached  the  city.  Congress  is  bound, 
in  the  exercise  of  an  ordinary  courtesy,  to  wel- 
come him  into  this  Hall,  and  that  the  members  of 
Congress  shall  be  personally  introduced,  dx.,dx. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  votM  in  the  last  Congress, 
if  I  remember  correctly,  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
consider  the  resolution  in .  regard  to  sending  the 
ship  afler  Kossuth;  but  I  have  no  recollection  that 
I  voted  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  t  may 
have  done  so;  1  have  no  memory  of  the  faet.  But 
there  was  an  understanding  in  Congress  at  that 
day  that  the  lives  of  Kossuth  and  his  associates 
were  in  dan^r;  that  the  Sultan  was  in  jeopardy 
because  of  his  noble  determination  to  perform  the 
sacred  duties  of  hospitality;  that  Austria  wished 
the  delivery  of  the  exiles  into  her  power;  that 
Russia  threatened  to  avail  herself  of  this  pretext 
to  strike  the  long-meditated  blow  at  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  and  that,  afUr  all,  and  above  all,  that  Kos- 
suth was  anxious  to  emigrate  hither,  and  to  follow 
Uihazy  and  his  companions  to  the  far  West, 
wnere  the  Magyar  might  plant  his  own  vine  under 
new  and  nobler  auspices  than  he  had  yet  knows. 
In  all  these  representations  there  was  much  to  ex- 
cite the  sympathy  of  the  American  bosom.  Sym- 
pathy for  the  exile  from  home  and  country  is  a 
common  sentiment  of  humanity — an^  emotion  of 
tlie  savage  as  well  as  of  civilized  man.  But  here 
was  a  case  of  a  patriot  exiled  from  his  native 
land,  because  he  had  contended  for  her  freedom 
and  her  constitutional  rights,  not  to  say  ameliora- 
tions, and  we  were  informed  that  from  his  prison 
grates  he  looked  wistfully  to  this  |freat  country, 
and  probably  depended  upon  our  aid  for  his  ex- 
istence. 

Sir,  we  did  extend  that  sympathy,  and  actively 
too;  but  it  was  on  the  state  of  case  already  made  ovt. 
When  the  flag  of  the  Union  floated  from  the  <)uar- 
ter-deck  of  the  Mississippi  before  the  prison- 
house  of  Kossuth,  and  he  saw  its  broad  folds  to 
protect  him  under  the  very  JEpa  of  Liberty — 
when  America  was  at  Kitaniah  to  bear  him  from  a 
dungeon  to  freedom,  the  cause  of  her  intervention 
was  distinctly  announced  in  the  preamble  and  res- 
olution of  Congress,  which  proclaims  that  Con- 
gress understood  it  was  Koss%Uh*s  wish  and  dettrmina- 
tion,  when  released,  «  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States.'*  Therefore  it  was  the  national  ship  was 
employed.  Therefore  it  was  the  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment was  extended  to  aid  him  to  reach  a  shel- 
ter from  the  pitiless  storm  that  pursued  him,  and 
to  find  here  again  a  home  and  a  country.  I  dare 
to  aver  no  member  of  that  Congress,  at  the  time, 
dreamed  (/  making  Louis  Kossuth  the  ^fktion's 
Guest,  or  of  scenes  through  which  we  are  now 
passinj^.  Well,  sir,  in  my  opinion  Kossuth  was 
committed,  by  his  acceptance  of  the  conveyance 
furnished,  under tlie  character  of  a  resolution  that 
accompanied  the  offer  of  that  conveyance,  to  the 
dtttinct  acquiescence  in  the  correctness  of  our 
supposition  that  it  was  his  deliberate  purpose,  on 
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being  released,  ••  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States. " 
When  he  came  on  board  the  Mississippi,  it  was 
in  tht  durracUr  qf  an  emi^ant  and  of  an  exile  from 
Europe.  Who  was  to  nnd  upon  these  shores  an 
asylum  from  oppression,  ana  to  raise  here  new 
altars  to  pairiousm.  If,  then,  Kossuth  and  Con- 
gress labored  under  mutual  mistake  as  to  the  inten- 
tions of  this  distinguished  character,  surely,  when 
we  ascertained  that  his  restoration  to  liberty  was 
but  the  signal  for  his  renewed  activity  in  the  field 
of  European  politics,  all  Christendom  would  have 
held  us  released  from  any  further  obligations  spring- 
ing from  the  exertion  of  our  sympathy  in  his  be- 
half. He  availed  himself  of  a  very  earlj^occasion 
to  announce  that  he  did  not  intend  to  emigrate  to 
the  United  States — that  he  was  consecrated  to  the 
CAUS^  of  Hungarian  Independence,  and  that  his 
mission  was  henceforth  to  preach  that  cause  and 
to  arrange  the  instrumentalities  through  which  its 
success  might  be  achieved.  After  these  dis- 
closures— even  had  he  been  invited  hither  at  an 
emigrant — we  should  have  been  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  receive  him  as  a  political  propagandist.  His 
nnssion  was  distinctly  proclaimed  in  England.  He 
proclnimed  it  after  he  was  free,  and  after  he  had 
abandoned  tlie  conveyance  of  the  frigate  Missis- 
sippi. Then  we,  as  a  people,  and  Kossuth  were 
mutually  released  from  whatever  obligations  to 
t&ch  other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  mission  to  which  he  bos 
devoted  himself  brought  him  here,  npt  our  invita- 
tion— if  it  be  still  insisted  that  he  was  invited. 
True  to  that  apostolical  character  he  assumes, 
Kossuth  commenced  his  labors  in  that  mission  im- 
mediately on  his  arrival  at  Staten  Island.  From 
his  first  speech  there  to  this  moment  he  has,  on  no 
occasion,  lailed  to  proclaim  why  he  is  in  America; 
what  brought  him  to  America,  and  what  results  he 
expects  to  accomplish  by  his  visit  to  America. 
He  has  accepted  every  demonstration  of  popular 
adulation,  as  an  evidence  of  approbation  of  his 
doctrines.  Emboldened  by  the  passive  submission 
of  the  people  to  these,  his  conclusions,  and  intoxi- 
cated b^  tne  more  active  and  bold  acquiescence  in 
his  political  principle,  by  desperate  politicians  or 
mere  holiday  orators,  he  has  at  length  commenced 
the  work  of  polling  the  American  population,  in 
imitation  of  tne  mode  adopted  in  tne  Hungarian 
comitatSf  making  up  an  expression  of  the  sover- 
eig^n  will  of  the  people  upon  certain  political  propo- 
sitions of  his  own  propounding,  which  public  will 
he  is  now  bearing  to  the  Government  as  testimony 
from  the  masses,  to  dictate  future  American  policy ! 
Methinks  I  can  hear  the  sound  and  conservative 
voice  of  the  interior,  as  it  dwells  with  incredulity 
upon  this  infatuation — this  folly.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a 
fact,  that  from  the  capital  of  Pennsylvania  the 
programme  of  Kossuth  has  been  returned  to  him, 
indorsed  by  the  people,  and  he  has  proudly  pro- 
claimed tJu  fact.  In  New  York  he  directed  a  vote 
in  a  New  York  comilal  (God  save  the  mark  !)  on 
the  same  propositions,  and  yesterday  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  in  a  public  assembly,  with  all  the 
pomp  and  ceremony  due  to  so  imposing  an  occasion, 
and  with  a  judge  for  his  herald,  the  seune  profound 
propositions  were  again  received  with  acclamations 
of  popular  applause,  and  adopted  without  contra- 
diction ! 

These  propositions  constitute  his  published  pro- 
drome of  principles  whereby  the  family  of  na- 
tions is  to  oe  saved  through  the  application  of 
intervention,  to  enforce  non-intervention.  I  shall 
not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  these  principles 
or  of  the  policy  they  portend.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
their  adoption  by  my  country.  I  allude  to  them 
now  merely  to  indicate  who  it  is — ^the  character  of 
the  mission,  and  some  of  the  virtues  of  the  apostle 
we  are  called  upon  as  an  American  Congress  to 
receive  here  in  our  places  with  superlative  t'orma 
of  commendation,  and  compliment  almost  without 
a  narallel  in  the  history  or  civilized  government. 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Mr. 
Kossuth  enforces  these  (his)  propositions  with  a 
strain  of  logic  and  oratory  at  once  peculiar,  and,  to 
American  ears^  no  doubt,  felicitous.  Not  to  go 
further  back  than  to  his  speech  in  Baltimore,  he 
tells  our  people  that  of  all  national  policy,  that 
which,  in  his  opinion,  is  most  important,  is  our 
foreign  policy;  that  the  foreign  policy  we  have  pur- 
suedfrom  the  era  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present 
time  is  "no  policy  at  all," and  that  through  the 
future  our  true  policy  is  to  be  found  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  principles  he  has  furnished,  and  which 
the  people  of  Baltimore  afterwards  00  clamorously 


adopted.  He  goes  further.  He  savs  that  the 
illustration  of  American  policy  heretofore,  may  be 
found  in  the  economy  of  the  silk-worm — "a  poor, 
miserable  insect,"  which  wraps  itself  in  its  own 
self-woven  web,  from  which  it  creeps  onlj — to  die. 
That  America  belongs  to  the  family  or  nations, 
owes  duties  to  the  family  of  nations,  or  she  may 
exile  herself  among  the  nations,  and  while  she 
weaves  at  hoipe  a  woof  of  comfort  will,  like  the 
miserable  insect  in  question,  only  come  forth  under 
the  policy  of  Washington  eventually — to  meet 
death  as  a  nation,  consigned  as  a  **miserable  crea- 
ture" to  the  contempt  of  those  to  whom  we  owed 
duties  and  from  whom  we  withheld  favors.  Now, 
sir,  this  language  and  these  illustrations  are  to  my 
comprehension  alike  offensive  and  impudent.  They 
explain  the  character  of  this  foreigner,  and  serve 
to  prove  the  folly  of  that  popular  adulation  which 
has  accompaniea  his  process  so  far  on  our  Con- 
tinent, in  some  places,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  observa- 
ble in  the  case  of  a  danseuse  or  a  cantatrice  as  in 
the  instance  before  us — to  us,  perhaps,  not  so  re- 
markable, but  exceedingly  apt  to  intoxicate  and 
mislead  the  deluded  recipient  of  these  bountiful 
ministrations.  I  am  desirous  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood upon  this  occasion.  I  listen  with  no 
patience  to  Mr.  Kossuth,  when  he  invites  me  to 
abandon  the  counsels  of  Washington,  and  to  desert 
the  ancient,  time-honored,  household  gods  of  my 
own  country,  to  follow  him  in  the  task  of  re^tablish- 
ing  those  of  Hungary,  if  need  be,  at  the  expense  of 
war  to  the  United  States.  I  may  bean  admirer  of 
the  artist,  of  ^he  eloquent  advocate,  of  the  enthu- 
siastic patriot,  of  the  knight-errant  who  preaches 
the  crusade  for  Hungarian  independence  with  all 
tlie  zeal  of  Peter  the  Hermit, — I  may  be  willing,  as 
a  private  gentleman,  to  extend  the  courtesies  and 
civilities  due  from  an  American  to  a  distinguished 
stranger,  and,  indeed,  may  do  him  festive  honors 
to  testify  "the  passing  noble  emotions  of  the  heart 
and  the  hour," — I  may  be  willing  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  member  from  North  Carolina,  which 
authorizes  the  Speaker  to  invite  Kossuth  to  a  priv- 
ileged seat.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  these  duties  of 
courtesy  and  these  extensions  of  privilege  are 
easily  comprehended  by  the  recipient  and  oy  the 
world. 

I  am  unwilling  to  see  the  American  Congress, 
as  a  legislative  body,  pass  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore us.  I  know  it  will  be  the  precursor  of  dis- 
turbance. I  know  it  is  the  entering  wedge  for  an 
order  of  things  destructive  of  the  stand  we  should 
occupy  before  our  own  countrymen.  I  am  unwilling 
to  turn  this  sacred  Hall  into  a  lecture  room — a 
school  house — where  American  statesmen  may 
receive  their  lessons  in  political  wisdom  and  be 
taught  the  propositions  upon  which  are  said  to 
rest  the  prospective  ^andeur  and  the  glory  of  the 
Union,  from  a  foreigner  who  has  not  been  yet 
thirty  days  upoji  our  shores. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  remarked:  It  was  with 
many  regrets  he  had  witnessed  a  discussion  spring- 
ing up  on  the  resolution  now  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  had  hoped  that  the  bare  announcement 
of  the.  resolution  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Ohio  to  this  body  would  have  elicited  a  prompt  and 
universal  response  from  all  narts  of  tne  House; 
and  coming  as  we  do  direct  from  the  voices  of  the 
sovereign  people  of  these  States,  we  would  re- 
spond to  wnat  he  believed  to  be  the  wishes  of  that 
people,  and  award  to  the  illustrious  individual 
whose  name  forms  a  part  of  the  resolution,  that 
cordial  welcome  which,  wherever  he  has  gone, 
the  'friends  of  liberty  have  given  him.  He  had 
witnessed  with  feeling^s  somewhat  akin  to  morti- 
fication, the  course  which  the  discussion  of  a  reso- 
lution of  welcome  to  Kossuth  had  taken  in  an- 
other end  of  this  Capitol;  and  when  he  thought  of 
the  effect  of  that  course  upon  the  sympathizing 
friends  of  freedom  in  the  Old  World,  and  when 
he  could  almost  hear  the  exultations  of  the  min- 
ions of  despotic  and  monarchical  power  when  the 
news  of  that  discussion  shall  have  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  reached  the  ears  of  those  despots  who 
claim  by  "divine  right"  to  awe  into  submission 
•*  their  people,"  upon  whose  necks  thehr  feet  are 
plac^,  he  could  almost  bow  his  head  in  shame 
and  sorrow.  It  had  been  his  fortune,  perhaps 
misfortune,  to  have  spent  the  better  portion  of  the 
last  few  years  in  a  land  of  strangers  to  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man.  The  greater  portion  of  that 
period  was  spent  within  the  dominions  of  that 
northern  Autocrat  whose  hireling  forces  crushed 
the  rising  spirit  of  Hungary,  and  wnt  her  iUustri- 
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ous  leader  a  wanderer  in  other  lands.  He  (Mr.  I.) 
had  witnessed  the  struggle  and  the  defeat,  ^a  tein- 
porary  one,  he  trustra  in  God;)  and    kno-wing 
what  he  did  of  that  struggle,  and  of  the  feelings  in 
regard  to  it  of  the  people  of  the  patriotic  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  in  Con^esa, 
he  should  be  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  that   oody* 
aye,  of  the  name  of  an  American  citizen,  could  he 
hesitate  for  one  moment  as  to  his  course  of  action 
upon  the  resolution  now  before  the  House.     ThM 
was  not,  it  seemed  to  him,  the  proper  time  and  oc- 
casion to  go  into  the  history  of  the  Hungarian  vrar, 
the  greater  part  of  which  Kossuth  was.     The  time 
for  speeches  has  passed^-the  time  for  inunedia.t«r 
action  has  arrived.    Kossuth  is  in  our  country, 
as  he  was  before  his  arrival  in  the  hearts  of  our 
Countrymen.    He  is  at  our  inner  doors:  shall  v^ 
wound  him  in  the  house  of  his  fViends  ?    Hoir 
does  become  here? — as  an  exile?    Let  gentlemen 
remember  that  a  national  ship  received  him  from 
his  exile  in  Turkey,  and  that  before  he  put  foot 
upon  our  shores  he  was  received  by  a  nationaf 
salute — that  salute  fired  from  m  national  fortiy 
that  fortress  in  the  command  of  the  C^zecutire  of* 
these  United  States.    Away,  then,  with  the  ide*    ^\ 
of  Kossuth  as  an  exile.    No,  Mr.  Chairman,  hd    \\ 
is  here  as  the  ^eat  champion  of  freedom  in  Ea-     "' 
rope;  and  in  view  of  what  the  Government  httm    / 
has  already  done  towards  receiving  him,  good  f«^     'j^ 
and  honor  on  our  part,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ific-»     " 
tates  of  humanity,  demand  that  we  should  extepjf   ~  * 
to  him  all  the  honors  so  justly  his  due.  '^ 

But  in  voting  for  this  resolution,  he  (Mr.  1,1   '^^ 
wished  not  to  be  understood  as  placing  himadST    *' 
at  this  time  upon  the  platform  of  armed  interven- 
tion  by  the  Government  of  this  Union   in  tbfl 
afiairs  of  Hungary.    That  was  not  necessary  lA 
voting  for  this  resolution.    Indeed  he  would  add* 
that,  for  hispart,  he  was  willing  to  abide  by  Ui^ 
counsels  of  Washington  and  the aoctrines  of  moi9^ 
i  roe  in  regard  to  intervention.     He  (Mr.  I.)  -wa 
'  not  quite  ready  to  send  an  American  army  to  th 
Danube;  and,  in  conclusion,  he  would   reanarl 
that  he  had  witnessed,  with  some  fyrebodhia 
the  position  of  men  at  the  North  who  surrounded 
Kossuth  during  his  sojourn  in  New  York,  an^ 
who  were  urging  the  intervention  policy  upoin  th^ 
Government  and  people  of  this  country.      B&^ 
thought  he  saw  in  their  movements  a  fonndtlho   ^^ 
for  a  plan,  to  be  developed  hereafter,  to  inteiftr^     ;i.g- 
in  the  affairs  of  our  domestic  States,  as  they  *iM)|r   -^^^ 
wish,  on  the  same  plea  of  humanity,  to  intenflit 
in  the  afi*airs  of  foreign  States.    But  he  'wouw  Ml 
now  go  into  this  great  question  of  interretti^ 
and  he  hoped  that  the  resolution  would  pasa^A 
great  unanimity. 

Mr.  GEN'ylY.    1  should  have  preferred  la 
have  given  a  silent  vote  upon  the  propoaitiaii  Qmt 
is  before  this  j^mmittee.   I  think  that  would  Hart  .  - 
been  in  the  best  taste,  in  my  own  view  of  what  i»  ^^ 
proper,  and  in  view  of  what  we  owe  to  oursaNtt   '  ** 
unaer  the  circumstances  which  surround  us.   BqI 
so  much  has  been'  said  pro  and  con,  that  I  feel 
disposed  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  indk^ 
ting  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  me,  and 
win  influence  me  in  all  the  votes  1  may  give  in  eoB« 
nection  with   this  Kossuth  question.     If  a  t^wff 
presents  himself  at  my  door  when  I   know  h9 
comes  for  the  purpose  of  asking  me  to  indorse  hit 
note  for  j^,ODO,  if  h^  is  a  gentleman  in  charae- 
'*ter  and  position  I  will  invite  nim  into  my  house^ 
and  extend  to  him  all  the  courtesies  which  are  doe 
to  a  gentleman,  though  I  may  know  him  to  be  in* 
solvent,  and  though  1  may  feel  all  the  while  th^t 
duty  to  myself  and  my  cnildren  imperioualy  im- 
poses  upon  me  the  necessity  of  refusing  to  indorve 
the  note.    I  would  be  careful  more  especially  to 
do  so,  if  the  doors  of  my  house  had  been  opened 
to  him  by  myself,  and  I  had  invited  him  to  come 
there  upon  anotheif  ground  not  connected  with  the 
indorsement  of  his  note.    I  would  invite  him  into 
my  houpe  if  I  supposed  him  a  gentleman  of  high 
character,  principles,   genius,  and  talent — over- 
whelmed  by  a  torrent  of  misfortune,  thou^    f 
might  know  he  came  to  ask  me  to  do  that  which 
would  imperil  the  fate  of  myself  and  family,  and 
though  I  could  not  give  him  all  he  came  to  ajik. 
Still,  respecting  him  as  a  gentleman — respecting 
him  for  his  genius,  the  exalted  principles  and  mo- 
tives which!  believe  actuated  his  conduct — though 
I  might  believe  that  the  wave  of  misforttine  had 
buried  him  beyond  all    hope  of  resurrection,  and 
I  could  do  nothing  for  him  except  to  give  him  my 
respect  and  synipatby,  would  I  slam  the  door  in 
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iui  &oe  andsay;,  *'  Get  away  from  kere!  you  shall  I 
ttottak  me  to  inddree  that  note?"  [Laughter.l  t 
N«ttl  alL.  It  would  be  an  exceedingly  painful  j 
operation,  and  therefore  I  should  make  my  cour-  | 
and  hospitalities  all  the  more  abundant,  be>  | 
presently  I  should  hare  to  give  a  most  un-  i 
response  to  the  faror  which  he  asked  of ' 


I*    ^ 


1 


\ 


T%Bt  is  the  position  in  which  we  stand  in  refer<- 
ott  to  Louis  Kossuth;  and  the  only  question  in 
^American  House  of  Representatives  to  con- 
ads'  is,  t^t  tbey  shall  be  careful  to  demean  them- 
chn  ss  gentlemen  upon  this  occasion,  and  not 
vrtvdtes.  The  question  of  indorsing  the  note 
jkmtfttr  qutttum^  which  we  are  not  called  upon 
now.  We  are  called  upon  to  extend 
and  courtesies  which  the  proprieties 
_  out  of  the  circumstances  that  surround 
Inoiiuid  at  our  hands.  We  are  called  upon  to 
i^siauit  and  take  care  of  the  dignity  and  cnarac- 
l»of  this  great  nation  in  this  regard.  Whether  t 
ttMbtiMi  io  what  is  passed  ipe  nave  done  rig^t  I 
ig,  is  not  now  the  question.  This  gentle-  | 
here.  How  is  he  here,  and  what  are  the  ' 
under  which  he  presents  himself  | 
It  surprises  pne  that  any  oebate  or  adverse] 
^ould  have  arisen  here  in  relation  to  this 
After  the  disastrous  termination  of  the 
8tnig;g1e  for  national  existence,  when 
KoMoth  was  a  prisoner  in  Turkey,  this 
i,  responding  to  the  just,  proper,  e^nd 
lihsnible  feelingi  of  the  American  people,  in  all 
"*"  *  a  vliich  it  could  employ  exhibited  its 
{or  hii  condition  and  fate.  Much  as  I  am 
to  embarking  this  nation  in  the  affairs  of 
,  1  am  not  ready  to  admit  that  we  are 
tpontobe  afraid  to  show  we  sympathize 
^ystlmor  the  other  side  of  questions  which  may 
'OT^OBd  our  borders.  Congress  passed  reso- 
WMtifMm  this  subject.  Our  diplomatic  repre- 
lllitiia  to  European  Qovernments  were  in- 
■MrfaDd  recced  to  use  the  inffuence  which 
igllMbt  leatnnately  and  rightfully  employ  to 
MPtaMRUk  from  imprisonment.  A  ship  was 
4lVMnMi  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  its  commander 
WfiMMed  to  rfceive  and  bring  him  home  to 
(,  if  he  chose  to  come.  Kossuth  ac- 
ofer,  and  he  is  here,  regarding  himself 
{MM  of  the  nation.    It  is  enough  that  the 

tHwdentands  and  regards  it,  whether  we 
Mrd  it  or  not. 
le  (joestion  is,  what  does  propriety  re- 
^^•twnds?    Though  perchance  since  his 
^jj^pi  our  shores,  as  an  humble  petitioner 
5Hf***t  which  we  cannot  grant,  yet  pro- 
at  our  hands  that  we  shoula  receive 
eirilities  due  to  the  occasion  and 
which  surround  him  and  us. 
are  afraid  that  he  will  make  a 
W  will  overturn  the  long-established 
ttmatbo.    They  seem  to  be  afraid  that 
^  P^P{^  in  their  admiration  for  Kos- 
for^  Washington.    I  have  no  such 
,"f  Ittm  speak  as  much  as  he  pleases.    Let 
'Wo  erery  Congressional  district  in  the 
^^  -«*»  of  America,  and  speak  as  often  as 
Jfff^  His  speeches  will   oe  harmless.    I 
SMi^oecaiioD  should  make  it  necessary,  to 
fBiy^  >*  much  firmness  as  any  other  man, 
^•fcf  of  iMlicf  which  he  would  induce  us  t% 
Mft  JJUlhim  speak.    Why,  sir,  I  am  so  much 
WiftjBioeral— a ntl  gemtine  Democrat — that  I 
'  "  ""     tofubmit  every  and  all  questions  which 
,  or  can  possibly  arise,  involving  the 
honor  or  this  Republic,  to  the  arohra- 
wf^  American  people.    If  the  people  are 
ffNtyetent  to  solve  safely  for  the  Republib  all 
ri»M  that  can  be  submitted  to  them,  why, 
mtt  Oovtmment  is  found^  upon  a  false  idea, 
aaf  jt  is  needless  for  us  to  struggle  against  the 
tili  Ihst  k  inevitable.    If  KossuSi  can  overturn 
^9tfM^  or  unsettle  the  long-established  and 
fini  <iunnc*iens  of  this  people,  and  make  them 
dlMWd  the  admonitions  of^  Wa^ington,  so  as 
yi3b»  tliem  abandon  the  policy  that  has  made 
4fm  vbU  they  are,  and  wmehj  if  persevered  in, 
Mifi6aeA  to  imke  them  infinitely  more  power- 
tt'tite  lu^pnge  cto  telt,  or  imagination  con- 
ijif»  .if  tmy  foreigner  from  another  clime  can  do 
altfaUt  If  «iir  doly  safety  is  in  not  giving  him  a 

this  lega- 
fathers  is 
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iU^teriiBg  or  p^^fj^  for  at  all.    In  re- 


this  Oovsmmttit,  and  the 


stability  of  its  poKcy,  t  consider  Louis  Kossuth 
as  a  very  harmleas  individual.    If  1  am  wrong  in 
that,  I  am  wrong  in  believing  the  theory  upon 
which  this  Government  is  founded.    If  this  peo- 
ple can  be  made  to  forget  the  high  destiny  to 
which  they  arejuilled,  and  the  great  responsibility 
which  rests  upon  them — if  they  can  be  made  to 
forget  Washington  for  Louis  Kossuth,  why  then 
our  institutions  are  not  worth  a  struggle,  and  the 
whole  experiment  which  our  fathers  nave  under- 
taken, and  which  we  are  seeking  to  perpetuate,  is 
a  fcdiacy  and  is  of  no  value.  I  do  not  believe  a  word 
of  it.    A  rabble  of  fools  and  demagogues,  in  this  or 
that  locality,  may  shout  at  bis  heels,  and  profess 
themselves  in  favor  of  plunging  this  Government 
into  any  line  of  policy  which  he  may  request.  Such 
characters  as  these  are  merely  seekmg  to  appropri- 
ate to  themselves  some  small  portion  of  the  glory 
and  eclat  that  surround  the  name  of  Kossuth;  and 
afVer  all  it  will  presently  be  seen  that  they  cannot 
really  effect  anything,  either  to  save  or  destroy  the 
Republic.    Let  them  shout — let  them  Huzza — it  is 
all  narmless.    Who  is  afraid  ?    FLaughter.]    You 
need  have  no  fear  for  the  Republic  in^his  regard. 
The  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  American 
people  wiU  take  care  of  all  these  questions.    The 
only  thing  we  have  to  look  to,  is  to  take  care  of  our 
dignity f  mH  not  permit  the  thing  to  be  overdone,    I 
have  the  most  profound  confidence  in  the  capacity 
of  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  [laughter] 
to  form  a  just  conception  of  what  the  proprieties 
of  the  occasion  demand;  and  if  this  resolution 
shall  be  adopted,  the  Speaker  will  doubtless  asso- 
ciate other  sensible  gentlemen  with  him,  and  such 
a  committee  will  no  doubt  execute  in  good  taste 
what  a  jus^  conception  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  demands.    Let  Louis  Kossuth  be  invited  into 
this  Hall,  and  let  him  take  a  seat  within  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  let  that  be 
the  end  of  it  here.    Let  him  speak  elsewhere  as 
much  as  he  wants  to,  and  I  will  give  five  or  ten 
dollars  to  hear  him.     I  have  alrrady  subscribed 
a  paper  to  give  him  a  dinner.    Let  him  speak,  but 
he  cannot  un-Americanize  me«  or  this  Congress,  or 
this  nation.    If  I  am  wrong  in  that,  I  want  to  be 
undeceived.     I  desire  to  see  the  experiment  tried. 
[Laughter.]     Gifted    though    he    be,  eminently 
gifted,  let  us  not  be  afraid  of  his  genius.    Is  there 
no  genius  in  America— are  there  none  to  plead  as 
eloquently  and  as  ably  as  he  can  do,  for  the  United 
States,  and  the  duties  of  this  Government,  in  view 
of  the  present  and  coming  generations,  as  well  as 
those  tnat  are  past?    Do  not  be  scared  about  it. 
[Laughter.]   If  gentlemen  have  any  surplus  cash — 
if  you  are  disposed  to  be  libersil,  hand  it  over. 
[Laughter.]    We  are  rich  and  prosperous,  and 
can  stand  a  little  of  that  sort  of  inaividual  and  vol- 
untary depletion.    Gentlemen  are  a/raid  of  Kos- 
suth, lest  ne  should  make  us  forgetfbl  of  our  duties 
as  American  l^slators,  into  whose  hands  has 
been  committed  this  ereat  leeracy  of  fVeedom ,  which 
we  hold  in  trust  for  all  mankind — not  for  this  gen- 
eration alone,  but  all  coming  generations.    Let 
them  dismiss  their  fears. 

When  it  shall  become  necessary,  we  will  tell 
Jtfr.  Kossuth — and  I  desire  to  call  him  Jtfr.  Kos- 
suth distinctly,  and  for  a  reason,  because  it  is  the 
policy  of  this  Government  to  recognize  existing 
governments-— governments  rfe/acfo— and  I  conform 
to  this  established  policy — we  will  tell  Mr.  Kos- 
suth, that  inasmuch  as  it  was  our  example  which 
animJited  him  and  his  Hungarians  to  the  great 
and  glorious  efforts  which  they  made,  and  which, 
though  unsuccessful  now,  we  hope  will  be  more 
successful  in  the  Aiture,  we  will  keep  that  light  of 
our  example  burning  and  shining  upon  the  path- 
^  way  of  the  nations,  to'euide  them  onwards  like 
that  cloud  by  day  and  pUlar  of  fire  by  night  which 
guided  the  Israehtes  from  E^3rptian  bondage  to  the 
promised  land.  M^e  will  keep  it-  burning  upon 
their  pathway,  to  guide  them  from  the  darkness  of 
tyranny  and  despotism  to  the  sunlight  of  liberty. 
But  we  will  not  imperil  the  good  we  have  our- 
selves, and  which  we  hold  in  trust  for  all  humanity, 
by  plunging  into  adventures  as  he  invites  us  to. 
When  the' proper  time  comes  for  us  to  tell  him 
this,  we  must  tell  it  to  him.  But  being  here  under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  here,  we  are 
called  upon  to  behave  towards  him  as  gentlemen. 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  resolution,  I  believe, 
precisely  similar  to  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  offered.  Now,  is  it  in  good  taste  for  the 
two  branches  of  the  legislative  departments  of  the 
Government  to  be  at  ismie  upoft  sta^h  a  question 


as  this — a  mere  question  of  courtesy,  involving 
nothing  beyond' that?  Let  gentlcimen  do  what  is 
demanded  of  them  as  gentUinenf  and  as  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  na- 
tion, quietly,  decently,  and  in  order.  The  only 
danger  is  of  its  being  orerrfon^.  There  ought  to 
have  been  no  debate  about  the  matter  at  all. 
There  ought  to  have  been  an  undeAitanding  among 
us  as  to  what  was  the  proper  resolution  to  be  of- 
fered, and  it  ought  not  to  have  been  debated,  but 
should  have  passed  without  any  argumentation 
whatever. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  must  realize  the  fact — every 
gentleman  here  must  realize  the  fact-  that  if  you 
were  to  go  to  the  house  of  any  gentleman  where 
you  understood  you  had  an  invitation,  or,  at  least. 


sisting  that  you  should  come  in — a  sort  of  intestine 
war  in  the  household  ap  to  whether  you  should  be 
received  and  treated  with  courtesy  or  not — though 
you  might  get  in  by  and  by,  you  would  not  enjoy 
yourself  much.  [Laughter.]  You  would  wish  to 
oe  away  again. 

Now  I  tbink  that  we  ought  quietly  to  pass  this 
resolution,  widiout  further  debate,  and  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  and  good  taste  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  and  of  the  other  gen- 
tlemen that  the  good  sense  of  the  Speaker  will 
associate  with  him,  to  do  this  little  mere  matter  of 
manners  in  that  Way  which  the  proprieties  of  the 
occasion  demand .  We  disgrace  ourselves  by  talk^ 
ing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  think  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  has 
been  quite  as  unfortunate  in  the  analogy  that  he 
has  submitted  to  the  House  as  he  has  been  in  his 
argument.  He  has  compared  Kossuth  to  a  poor 
man  who  comes  to  your  door  with  a  note  of 
J50,000|Which  you  know  he  cannot  pay;  but  he 
asks, "  Will  you,  therefore,  refuse  to  admit  him  ?** 
And  he  asks.  Would  it  be  civil  to  turn  the  door 
upon  him?  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case.  But  I  will 
give  him  one.  Suppose  that  a  man  in  the  condi- 
tion he  represents,  ^oing  through  the  gentleman's 
own  town  endeavoruig  to  raise  money,  should  re- 
ceive a  note  on  the  street  by  a  messenger  from  the 
gentleman,  inviting  him  into  the  gentleman's 
house-^into  his  panor — and  after  he  gets  in,  the 
gentleman  shoula  say,  I  cannot  indorse  your  note: 
would  it  be  civil  to  send  for  the  man  barely  to  tell 
him  that  you  woijld  not  aid  him  in  the  matter?  I 
ask  the  gentleman  who  has  been  lecturing  us  to-day 
about  good  taste,  and  manners,  and  courtesy,  if 
he  does  not  think  that  }t  would  be  rude  to  send 
out  on  the  highway  and  ask  a  man  into  his  house 
to  treat  him  in  such  a  nuinner?  Would  it  not 
be  much  more  courteous  at  least  to  wait  until  he 
should  come  and  knock?  Mr.  Kossuth,  we  all 
know,  wants  money,  or  **  material  aid.  It  is 
true  he  has  not  yet  knocked  at  our  dooi^-but  we 
all  know  it — and  the  gentleman  says  that  he  does 
not  intend  to  grant  it.  He  has  said  so  here  to- 
day. Why,  then,  do  you  ask  him  here?  why  in- 
vite him  into  your  house,  unless  it  be  to  tell  him 
that  he  cannot  get  the  "  aid"  he  desires?  If, Mr. 
Chairman,  Louis  Kossuth  was  here  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  principle  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  referred,  I  might 
extend  this  courtesy  to  him.  But  I  do  not  look 
upon  Louis  Kossuth  on  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica as  Louis  Kossuth  in  Hungary.  He  is  no 
longer  the  representative  of  the  principle  of  con- 
stitutional liberty  that  was  overthrown  in  bis  na- 
tive land.  The  only  principle  that  he  is  now  the 
representative  of  is  the  principle  of  intervention  to 
prtvent  intervention.  That  is  the  principle  which 
he  is  now  urging— the  object  of  his  mission  is  to 
carry  out  this  principle.  Does  he  advocate  any 
other  wherever  he  goes?  Did  he  not  make  the 
issue  distinctly  in  New  York  ?  "  I  do  not  want  to 
be  feasted,"  said  heJ  He  does  not  ask  your  cour- 
tesy or  your  compliments.  He  wants  nothing 
short  of  armed  intervention,  if  need  be.  He 
wants  you  to  change  the  settled  policy  of  your 
Government— -and  he  wants  no  mistake  about  it.  I 
admire  his  candor.  He  said  he  wished  not  to  steal 
into  our  feelings  "  by  any  easy,  slippery  evasion. 
He  is  here,  I  say,  as  the  open,  avowed  represent- 
ative of  this  great  principle,  and  there  can  be  no 
mistake  about  it.  If,  then,  we  take  him  by  the 
hand,  and  extend  to  him  the^pnvflges  of  thts 
floor,  do  we  not  do  it  bi  approbmlioii  of  the  causs 


166 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  SO, 


which  he  styles  his  mission  I    Can  we  do  it  with- 
out giving  countenance  to  that  principle? 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  tells  us  that  he 
is  not  afraid  of  Louis  Kossuth ;  and  he  says  *'  don 't 
be  afraid."    Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  Kossuth  a  jitde  man,  and,  there- 
fore, not  to  be  feared.    I  will  tell  him,  however, 
that  f  am  by  no  means  in  a  panic.    But  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  seem  dis];H>sed  to  attribute  too 
little  importance  to  the  powers  of  this  man.    I  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  man  of  great  abilities — a  man  of 
rare  talents.    In  my  estimation  he  stands  forth  as 
one  of  the  first  of  his  species.    Every  speech, 
everything  that  he  says,  bears  the  marks,  the  deep 
unmistakable  impress  of  mind,  of  intellect,  and 
of  genius  of  the  highest  order.     It  is  because  I  ad- 
mire him,  and  bdieve  that  he  has  the  mind  to 
appreciate  sense  ajid  intellect,  that  I  wish  not  to 
go  through  with  the  solemn  mockery  that  gen- 
Uemen  here  would  urge  upon  the  American  Con- 
gress.   Let  us  not  ask  him  in  the  House  that  we 
may  tell  him  that  we  do  not  intend  to  indorse  this 
new  principle  of  his.    If  we  do  not  intend  to  give 
him  the  indorsement,  let  us  treat  him  with  that 
dignity  that  will  become  him  and  ourselves.    But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  says  again,  **  don't  be  afraid." 
Well,  I  will  say  to  bim  I  was  not  very  apprehen- 
sive myself  of  the  eflfect  of  this  illustrious  foreign- 
er's influence  upon  the  American  mind  until  I  came 
in  here  this  morning.    Since  then,  I  must  confess 
my  mind  has  had  reason  to  undergo  a  change  on 
that  subject.    It  is  true,  we  are  told  with  an  easy 
air  and  grace  not  to  be  afraid  that  the  legacy  of 
Washington  will  be  thrown  away!    Sir,  those 
were  wise  and  patriotic  words  that  fell  from  the 
lips  of  Patrick  Henry,  *•  The  price  of  liberty  is 
eternal  vigilance.*'    I  have  received  a  new  lesson 
upon  that  subject  here  this  day.  .  We  are  here  in 
the  American  Congress,  having  intrusted  to  us,  if 
you  please,  that  legacy.    I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Constitution  of  theUmted  States,  which  imbodies 
that  language,  and  which  we  have  all  sworn  to 
support — that  this  Constitution  says  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  shall  make  rufes  for  their  gov- 
ernment.   W<$  have  made  rules  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power  granted     Here  they  are.    These  rules 
are  tne  law  of  this  House — as  much  binding  upon 
every  member  of  it  as  any  law  of  the  land.    The 
17th  of  these  rules  declares  who  shall  be  entitlid 
to  a  place  or  seat  on  this  floor.    All  othejrs  are 
excluded.    Louis  Kossuth  ^oeB  not  come  within 
either  of  the  classes  of  persons  herein  named  as 
those  who  mav  be  admitted  upon  the  floor.    The 
136th  rule  declares  that  there  snail  be  no  change  or 
alteration  of  either  of  the  standing  rules  of  this 
House  without  one  day's  notice.    The  genUeman 
from  Ohio   [Mr.  Carttbr]  comes  in  liere  and 
moves  a  resolution  giving  the  privileges  of  the 
floor  to  a  person  not  now  entitled  under  the  17th 
standing  rule,  and  without  any  noticet.    Not  only 
this,  but  he  moves  this  resolution  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where,  ac- 
cording to  all  parliamentary  law,  no  original  mat- 
ter can  originate;  and  yet  I  have  here  this  day 
seen  amajority  of  this  House  disregard  precedent, 
usage,  and  the  express  law  of  the  House  under 
the  Constitution,  and  sustain  this  unheard-of  pro- 
ceeding—carried  away,  I  suppose,   by  this  late 
contagious  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  intervening 
in  other  nations'  amsdrs  in  order  to  give  and  se-* 
cure  universal  liberty  to  mankind.    And  I  have 
seen  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself  acting 
with   that  majority — riding  "rough-shod"  over 
the  laws  of  this  House  to  be  civil  and  courteous 
to  a  nnan  who  comes ^ere  to  teach  us  that  Washing- 
ton did  not  understand  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  he  does — this,  too,  in  the  very  pre- 
sence of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  as  his  noble 
countenance  beams   from     yonder   canvas.      It 
comes,  sir,  with  a  bad  grace  from  the  gentleman 
to  tell  me,  in  the  midst  of  these  scenes,  and  what 
I  have  here  this  day  witnessed,  not  to  be  **  afraid 
that  the  l<«acy  of  Washington  will   be  thrown 
away."    Here  the  gentleman  stands,  and  here  a 
majority  of  this  House  stands,  presenting    Uie 
strange  spectacle  to  the  world  of  taking  the  initia- 
tive step  for  assuming  jurisdiction  over  the  liber- 
ties of  all  the  rest  of  mankind  by  grossly  violating 
and  overriding  the  laws  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment.   Poor  defenders,  gentlemen,  you  will  prove 
yourselves  to  be  of  other  people's  liberties  when 
you  will  not  maintaiiL  the  bulwiu>ks  of  your  own ! 
And    never    would  I,  if  I  were  Kossuth,  place 
much  reliance  on  ikt  promises  of  any  people  to 


defend  the  liberties  of  my  country,  when  they.paid 
so  little  regard  to  the  pnncip|e8  of  their  own. 

Sir,  I  say  again,  I  was  disposed  to  have  little 
apprehension  of  the  effect  of  iCossutli's  progress 
here  till  I  saw  that  his  coming  had  disorganized 
the  American  House  of  Representatives.  An- 
swer me,  answer  me,  any  man  u^n  this  floor, 
whether  you  can  pass  the  resolution  to-day  with- 
out beating  down  and  battering  down  the  law  by 
which  you  are  governed,  and  with  it  one  of  the 
safeguards  of  the  Constitution  of  your  country? 
You  cannot  do  it.  Gentlemen  speak  a  great  deal 
of  down-trodden  Europe  and  liuerty.  Sir,  I  am 
an  admirer  of  liberty;  I  am  a  friend  of  liberty; 
but  the  liberty  I  have  attachment  for  is  constitu- 
tional liberty.  It  is  not  a  wild  unrestrained  licen- 
tiousness, but  it  is  a  liberty  defined  and  regulated 
by  written  law.  It  is  such  liberty  as  I  find  in  my 
own  country,  and  nowhere  else  on  the  habitable 
globe.  For  this  reason  I  love  my  country — this 
'*  my  fatherland."  And  when  we  look  out  upon 
the  nations  of  the  earth  and  see  our  country  rising 
up  as  the  great  light  of  the  world  to  cheer  up  the 
spirits  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  the  victims  of 
power  and  misrule  elsewhere — when  1  look  upon 
it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry] 
says,  as  <*  the  piJlar  of  cloud  and  of  fire"  to  direct 
otner  nations  in  tneir  exodus  from  tyranny  and  des- 
potism— it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  ask  ourselves, 
what  is  it  that  makes  it  so?  What  are  the  massive 
columns  that  uphold  this  towering  dome  of  Ameri- 
can liberty  in  its  majestic  might — in  that  grandeur 
which  challenges  the  admiration  of  the  world  ? 

My  'countrymen — ^for  so  shall  I  appeal  to  you 
this  aay  while  you  are  acting,  as  you  now  are, 
upon  tnis  resolution  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
House— I  address  you  as  a  town-meeting,  for  you 
have  no  nghtful  power  to  consider  this  resolution 
but  by  an  overthrow  of  your  own  rules  and  in 
0]>en  disregard  of  public  law — I  say  to  you,  that 
this  great  work  of  American  liberty,  my  country- 
men, this  great  achievement  which  no  other  na- 
tion or  people  have  ever  attained,  depends  solely 
upon  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  This  is  the 
whole  secret — a  strict  maintenance  of  the  law. 
The  first  step  towards  despotism  is  a  disregard  of 
law.  When  the  restraints  of  law  are  removed, 
anarchy  reigns  until  force  is  called  in  for  self-pres- 
ervation ;  and  I  caII  upon  every  man  that  regards 
his  own  country,  not  only  to  stand  this  day  by 
the  laws  of  this  House,  but  by  the  principles  upon 
which  his  own  Government  was  founded,  and  do 
not,  in  an  eager  desire  to  be  conspicuous  in  giving 
evidence  of  a  surpassing  Hberality  abroad,  over- 
throw and  demolish  the  outposts  of  liberty  at 
home.  

Mr.  GENTRY.  In  reply  to  ray  friend  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  I  will  say,  in  all  frank- 
ness, that  although  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Houses  g»od  many  years,  I  have  not  scanned  and 
studied  the  rules  with  great  care.  I  have  thought 
that,  generally,  business  was  more  expedited  oy 
acquiescing  in  a  wrong  decision,  than  by  debating 
questions  of  order;  and  hence  I  generally  put  myself 
under  the  protection  of  the  Speaker,  or  the  Cnair- 
man,  as  the  cose  may  be,  and  in  most  cases  am  wil- 
ling to  abide  their  decision.  Thus  frankly  disclaim- 
ing everything  like  pretensions  to  a  very  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  of  par- 
liamentary law,  I  must  say  that  the  gentleman 's 
argument  rests  mainly  upon  an  assumption ,  which , 
in  my  humble  opinion,  is  unfounded  in  fact.  •  In 
my  opinion,  the  House  has  not  overridden  its  rules, 
as  contended  by  the  gentleman.  If  you  look  into 
the  copy  of  the  rules  before  you,  you  will  find  it 
noted  there,  that  in  the  early  history  of  the  Gov- 
ernment no  proposition  touching  an  appropriation 
of  money  could  originate  elsewhere  thas  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  That  being  found 
inconvenient,  the  rule  was  changed  in  that  regard. 
My  opinion  is,  that  when  the'House  chooses  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
may  make  any  report  back  to  the  House  which 
it  may  believe  to  be  demanded  by  the  exigencies 
of  theUnion.  That  is  my  belief;  but  I  will  waive 
that.    I  will  not  atgue  it.    It  is  needless  to  do  so. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  ti  argument  that  to 
pass  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  will 
oe  to  change  a  standing  rule  of  the  House,  in  pal- 
pable violation  of  that  rule  of  the  House  which 
requirai  notice  to  be  given  in  advance  of  such 
proposition,  before  it  can  be  made,  I  maintain 
that  by  the  action  now  proposed  vh  changt  no 


ttmuUng  rule  qf  the  Houte,  We  only  make  an  ex- 
ception to  the  operation  of  a  standing  rule.  I  h^P* 
that  this  distinction  will  be  borne  in  mind.  We 
change  no  standing  rule  of  the  House.  We  agree 
to  invite  Louis  Kossuth  upon  this  floor,  but  tlie 
standing  rule  remains  uncnanced.  We  simply, 
by  virtue  of  power  residing  in  this  House,  in  view 
or  reasons  satisfactory  to  oursdves,  choose  to 
make  an  exception  to  a  standing  rule,  which  we 
have  prescribcKi  for  our*  everyday  ordinary  ^v em- 
ment;  and  that  standing  nile  still  remains  on- 
changed  as  the  common  law  of  the  House.  We 
choose,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  to 
make  an  exception  to  the  standing  rule  for  this 
present  necessity.  ^  have  so  high,  an  opinion  of 
the  fairness  and  candor  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
spoken,  that  I  cannot  even  intimate  that  he  has  in« 
dulged  in  any  intentional  sophistry  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  thinK,  however,  that  when  tne  excitement 
of  the  hour  has  passed  from  his  mind,  when  he 
reviews  lus  argument,  he  will  see  that  he  has  not 
to-day  met  this  question  fairly  and  squarely,  aa  he 
usually  meets  queslioiis.  I  think  he  has  not  ex- 
hibitea  his  usual  candor.  I  think  the  skill  of  the 
advocate  has  pushed  aside  the  candor  of  the  man. 
I  think  he  plays  the  lawyer  a  little  upon  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  WUI  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  put  a  case  to  him  which  ieeu 
the  sophistry. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  RantovlI  had  yiekled 
the  floor  to  allow  an  explanation  to  oe  made,  and 
he  did  not  conceive  the  gentleman  had  a  ri^lu  U> 
yield  it  to  others. 

Mr.  B ANTOUL  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georeia.    We   have   a 
standing  rule  of  this  House  that  bills  ahall    be 
oflered  m  a  particular  manner.    Suppose  an  imii- 
vidual  member  arises  and  moves  as  an  exception 
to  allow  his  bill  to  come  in,  woukl  it  be  sophiatry 
to  urge  that  the  House  should  not  change  ^e  rule  ? 
No,  no;  I  move  barely  this  as  an  exception  to  the 
standing  rules.    You  cannot  make  an  exception  to 
a  standing  rule,  but  by  changing  it.    Tke  role  haa 
to  be  removed  to  make  the  e^^ptioa.    I  think 
the  gentleman  would  so  decide,  could  he   aee 
through  the  Kossuth  fog  which  hais  come  oyer  his 
brain. 

Mr.  GENTRY^   I  would  gladly  answer  the 

Question  propounded  to  me  by  my  friend  from 
leorgia,  [Mr.  Stkphens,]  but  another  gentlenouui 
was  talking  to  me  when  he  propounded  it,  and 

Frevented  me  from  hearing  or  comprehending  bias. 
t  is  by  no  means  essential  to  the  purpose  of  tbim 
debate,  waiving  all.  question  of  rules,  I  aasume 
here,  and  do  it  fearlessly,  that  while  ordinarily  doe 
deference  and  observation  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
rules  we  have  instituted  for  the  regulation  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  legislation,  an  occasion  may 
arise  wnen  the  rules  may  be  set  aside  by  the  wul 
of  the  House,  in  deference  to  what  the  pablie  ne- 
cessity may  demand.    We  do  it  every  day  upon 
the  most  tnvial  questions,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
the  thunders  of  my  friend's  eloquence  have  not 
heretofore  been  heard  upon  this  floor,  when  he  baa 
seen  questions  of  order  decided  one  way  to-day, 
and  reversed  the  next  day.  We  have  constantly -re- 
curring examples  of  opposite  and  contrary  discus- 
8k>n  upon  Questions  of  order,  just  according  to  the 
Amor  of  the  House.    I  am  sure  this  declaration 
will  be  supported  by  every  gentleman  who^hois 
any  experience  on  the  floor.    This  habit  ihaa,  I 
think,  grown  into  an  abuse  that  ought  to^  cor- 
rected.   However,  admitting  what  he  says  is  true, 
I  stand  where  I  stood  in  re^urd  to  the  proprieties 
of  the  occasion.    I  do  not  admit  the  arguments 
or  conclusions  of  the  gentleman.    He  says  if  we 
invite  the  gentleman  in  we  are  bound  to  indorse 
his  note.    1  am  wilttng  to  rest  it  there.    I  aay  if 
a  man  of  high  character,  of  honorable  and  ^igh 
aim,  one  as  he  has  been  so  known  and  recognized 
through  his  whole  life,  shall  be  overtaken  and 
overvrnelmed  by  misfortune,  although  I  may  be- 
lieve he  had  come  to  my  house  to  ask  me  to  in- 
dorse his  note  for  $50,0(K),  which  in  view  of  what 
was  due  to  myself  and  children,  I  would  be  bound 
to  refuse,  yet  I  could  not,  as  a  gentleman,  shut 
the  door  in  his  fi^,  because  I  knew  he  had  codie 
to  ask  a  favor  which  duty  would  not  permit  me 
to  grant,    .^m  not  I^  unutf  such  circumstances, 
bound  to  invite  him  in?    Am  not  I  bound  to  ex- 
tend to  him  every  civility^  which  a  gentlenMui, 
and  especially  a  gentleman  overwhelmed  by  bus. 
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fivtone,  has  a  rMt  to  demand  ?  Am  I  not  all  the 
nore  hoand  to  be  thus  enurteous,  because  of  his 
■fnsfoitanes;  because  those  misfortunes  will  make 
him  more  seositire  to  the  slightest  omission  of 
courtesy?  And  am  1  not  bound  to  be  more  assid- 
aoosly  obsenrant  of  such  courtesy,  because  I  know 
that  preseotly  I  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity 
d  rHuoMi^  him  a  favor?  I  will  not  ar^e  it.  I 
refer  k  to  your  hearts.  I  refer  it  to  your  feelings 
M  gentlemen.  I  say,  in  regard  to  this  point  there 
CM  be  no  question. 

Well,  suppose  Kossuth  asks  us  to  overturn  the 
•etttod  policy  of  the  country — supposing  him  to 
to  us,  as  he  says  he  does,  an  humble  peti- 
iB  fa«ha]f  of  his  downtrodden  and  mmed 
try,  to  try  to  induce  us  to  enter  intp  a  line  of 
which  he  thinks  will  resuscitate,  resurrect, 
tmi  rtstore  hk  country  to  national  existence, 
ikhoagh  we  know  we  cannot  grant  his  request 
TOSisfently  with  the  duties  and  obligations  which 
are  bindine  upon  us,  still  shall  we  treat  him 
radefty?  C^not  we  excuse  him  for  a  little  ex- 
nafag&nce  in  this  regard  .^^  Suppose  he  sees  the 
advice  and  views  and  opinions  of  Washington 
staDdinr  in  lua  way,  and  that  he,  in  the  extremity 
sf  his  destie  to  make  an  impression  upon  us,  to 
aoeomphsb  something  for  that  bleeding  and  ruined 
cottntoy  of  his,  wliich  he  has  Ie(V  behind — suppose 
he  sbah  argue  and  try  to  persuade  us  to  disregard 
tbe'poHcy  of  Washington — ^we  will  not  do  it, 
■t— oonnot  we  pardon  something  in  the  mo- 
1^  that  animate  and  the  object  which  impels 
in  these  efforts  for  his  countrymen  and  his 
kiiated  country  ?  If  we  believe  his  motives  to 
be  idA  and  honorable,  capnot  we  sympathize 
viib  aim  in  chose  motives  and  objects,  although 
we  Me,  as  in  the  case  of  the  uilfortunate  gentleman 
vho  comea  and  asks  us  to  be  responsible  for 
|S0i,OM»  that  we  cannot  indorse  the  note  without 
Twainr  ourselves,  yet  we  must  treat  him  with  all 
fomSmt  eourteay  ?  We  must  not  offend  or  regard 
■■  tti  a  nuMiman,  because  in  his  enthusiasm  he 
be  wifi  be  able  to  convey  us  harmlessly 
the  enterprise— like  the  unfortunate  gen- 
wfeo  aslM  you  to  indorse  his  note,  and 
Anxiety  to  escape  from  the  hands  of 
and  marshal,  and  save  his  wife  and 
_  firom  poverty  and  ruiif,  may  ask  us  to 
in  HIS  HOPE,  rather  than  in  any  reason- 
'~'\  ratioBal  prospect.  That  is  the  precise 
«f  the  question,  and  we  ought  to  be  unani- 
■■M.  i  do  not  wish  to  be  underst^>d  hs  reproach- 
lif  Mg^  gentfeman.  My  opinion  is,  the  whole 
against  this  resolution  is  founded  upon 
mptions  and  fiUse  premiser.  I  re- 
^_  :te*    We  ought  to  have  acted  unani- 

HW^SfeMJl  hope  we  may  do  so  yet. 
M^  JUHTOuL.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  shall 
resolntion,  not  because  I  consider 
to  be  identified  with  the  great  cause 
liberty— although  I  sympathize 
^wlth  alt  who  are  the  chamoions  of  that 
nmply  because  he  stanas  before  the 
as  a  champion  of  national  independence — 
'  there  is  no  holier  or  higher  cause  in 
can  be  engaged  than  that;  but  because 
here  the  representative  of  a  principle 
ahnost  peculiar  to  our  own  institutions. 
of  Hungary  is  the  case  of  a  sovereign 
nt  State  united  with  other  States  unjer 
eemmon  executive  for  limited  and  specific 
es,  that  sovereign  State  reserving  her  own 
and  Louis  Kossuth  stands  here  before  the 
,  the  first  European  that  ever  stepped  upon 
s,  the  champion  of  State  rights.  It  is  that 
which  he  personifies,  and  no  other  man 
came  from  the  OM  World  that  could  be  said 
t»  pcmmify  it.  That  is  the  highest  oKim  which 
he  Ms  npon  my  regard,  and,  as  I  believe»upon  the 
roBrd  <M  the  civilized  world.  What  was  the  case 
eTHvBgary  for  several  hundred  years?  She  had 
iiUMiilulud  a  part  ef  a  confedemted  Empire— she 
bad  had  her  own  rights  and  guarded  tnem  wiUi 
JBttowicafe,  aad  she  had  her  separate  State  inde- 
peadeucjs  and  sovereignty,  Which  perished  through 
thedfcioachm^nts  of  the  central  power— a  power 
OMied  originally  under  express  limitations.  If 
tkm  Ktpiitmc  shall  go  the  downward  path  which 
«fmy  lepublic  has  gone  whose  history  has  been 
wriHttty  mnn  what  caraT^^will  it  perish?  I  stand 
hcs»  to vreloome  Louis  Kossuth  becatise  t  love  this 
Vnkm  Mid  pray  that  it  may  be  eternal;  but  I  see 
m  <tti  Cl»»ti mnettt  a'symptom  of  mortality,  and 
^     '    II?    If  thii  Government  shall  perish,  it 


will  perish  by  the  encroachments  of  the  central 

Sower  upon  the  reserved  rights  of  th  ^  separate 
tates.  And  here  stands  a  man  whose  whole  life 
has  been  devoted  to  the  vindication  of  State  nehts 
against  consolidation  and  centralization.  That 
is  the  orinciple  he  imbodies,  and  it  is  for  that  we 
shoula  welcome  him  here,  if  we  welcome  him  at 
all — as  I  trust  in  God  we  shall  do  cheerfully  and 
with  our  whole  hearts. 

Now,  what  is  the  reason  why  liberty  has  been 
impossible  in  Europe  from  the  earliest  times  down 
to  the  present  day?  Simply  because  they  have 
had  no  contrivance  there  for  dividing  the  powers 
of  the  Gk>vemment  amonf  many  difiierent  admin- 
istrations. How  was  it  that  that  great  man — the 
apostle  of  liberty  in  two  worlds — and  his  com- 
peers failed  to  establish  constitutional  government 
in  France?  Why  is  constitutional  liberty  impos- 
sible now  in  France?  For  one  reason,  and  one 
only;  and  that  is,  because  all  the  powers  of  the 
Government  are  intrusted  to  one  central  power. 
And  that  power  must  of  necessity  be  altogether  too 
strong  for  liberty  to  exist  anywnere. 

And, sir,  when  I  see  here  in  this  countrv  the  uni- 
versal tendency  of  power  to  attract  to  itself  oU  pow- 
er; when  I  see  that  there  must,  some  day  or  other, 
come  up  thequestion ,  Shall  this  cluster  or  Republics 
cease  to  be  a  cluster  of  Republics?  Shall  it  be- 
come a  national  Gfovemment?  When  I  see  a  party 
sometimes  calling  itself  natfonal,  l^ecause  it  carries 
national  powera  further  than  other  men  are  dis- 
posed to  carry  then\;  when  I  see  such  tendencies 
— I  allude  not  to  the  poisent  time  particularly,  but 
to  different  periods  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Gk>vemment — when  I  see  that  that  is  the  great 
daneer  against  which  every  man  in  this  country 
ought  to  contend  who  desires  the  preservation  of 
our  institutions;  and  when  I  see  here  a  man  who 
has  devoted  his  life,  his  energies,  his  ^nius — a 
genius  which  1  will  not  now  pause  to  characterize, 
for  I  trust  all  around  me  appreciate  it  as  I  do — a 
man  who  has  devoted  all  the  powers  that  God  has 
^ven  him  to  the  jnngle  purpose  of  defending  the 
mstitutions  and  independence  of  his  country 
against  the  central  power  of  her  Federal  Govern- 
ment, I  ask  myself,  is  it  possible  that  any  man  who 
sees  in  the  rients  of  the  several  States  tne  bulwark 
apd  safeguard  of  our  liberties,  can  for  a  moment  hes- 
itate to  welcome  such  a  man?  The  mystery  is  to 
me  incomprehensible.  I  confess  I  cannot  fathom 
it;  and  nothing  that  I  have  yet  heard  in  the  debate 
upon  this  fioor  has  given  me  any  assistance  in 
understanding  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  unwil- 
lingness to  welcome  our  brother,  our  friend,  our 
copatriot  in  the  defence  of  that  great  principle 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions. 

If,  sir,  Louis  Kossuth  had  not  been  broueht 
here  in  a  government  ship — if  he  had  come  in  his 
own  vessel,  at  his  own  expense— if  he  had  never 
been  heard  of  except  as  the  champion  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  I  have  already  specified — that  alone 
would  have  been  claim  enough  on  me.  And 
when  such  a  man  has  been  brought  here  at  the 
national  expense,  are  we  to  stand  parle3ring  while 
he  is  at  the  door,  and  debating  whether  we  will 
let  him  in  or  shut  him  out?  What  new  light  have 
we  on  this  subject  ?  Are  we  to  say  that  by  admitting 
Louis  KossutJi  we  sanction  all  the  opinions  that  he 
has  ever  uttered  ?  If  that  be  so,  we  never  should 
have  invited  him  here.  He  had  uttered  a  good 
many  opinions  before  he  came  to  this  country  in 
which  I  for  one  could  not  agree  with  him.  ■  But  I 
say  that  we  must  take  the  man  as  the  glorious 
representative  of  a  glorious  cause.  As  such  we 
can  take  him  to  our' hearts,  differ  from  us  as  he 
may  on  a  great  variety  of  questions,  and  import- 
ant questions,  too,  that  may  arise.  All  honest 
men,  having  sound  intellects,  do  differ.  When  I 
find  two  men  agreeing  precisely  in  opinion,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  they  are  either  ooth  fools,  or 
that  one  of  them  Is  a  fool  and  is  controlled  by  the 
other.  This  man  has  a  right  to  his  own  opinions. 
Let  him  express  them,  and  express  them  fearlessly. 
I  do  not  say  by  my  vote  that  I  indorse  any  of 
his  opinions.  1  simply  say  that  I  glory  in  wel- 
coming to  America  tne  peculiar  duunpion  of  the, 
great  principles  of  American  institutions. 

With  this  expositioa  I  am  willing  that  my  vote 
shall  go  forth  to  the  country;  and  whatever  courae 
Kossuth  may  hereafter  take,  I  shall  not  feel  that 
I  have  reason  to  regret  that  vote. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  am  gratified  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  making  a  brief  explanation  (and  I 
promise  it  shall  be  noUung  more)  of  the  vole  which 


I  qhall  give  upon  this  resolution.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  CARTTaa]  wiU  observe  the  incon- 
sistency in  which  his  own  position  upon  this  sub- 
ject involves  him,  when  he  speaks  of  our  being 
committed  to  this  act  by  steps  heretofore  taken, 
upon  this  ground  calls  upon  us  to  adopt  the  reso* 
lution  now  before  us,  and  yet  tells  us  we  cannot 
possibly  be  committed  to  anything  further  by  what 
we  are  now  to  do. 

It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  time  has  already 
come  when  we  should  stop  and  inquire  how  mu^ 
further  we  are  to  go.  If  we  are  committed,  first 
by  the  offer  of  a  vessel  under  a  misunderatandin^, 
to  extend  a  national  welcome,  and  then  by  thw 
welcome  forced  to  lavish  these  extraordinary  hon- 
on  upon  this  individual,  patriot  though  he  be,  and 
unsatisfied  with  the  hospitality  so  liberally  ex- 
tended by  the  people,  to  turn  this  great  council- 
house  of  the  nation  into  a  recepUon  room,  we 
have  a  right  to  stop,  and  before  we  go  further  to 
demand  whither  we  are  tending,  and  how  much 
further  we  are  tb  be  driven  on  and  on  and  on,  by 
the  consequences  of  one  act  to  the  perpetration  of 
another.  He  tells  you  with  sufiicient  plainness, 
his  view  of  the  matter,  and  we  owe  Mr.  Kossuth — 
(I  ask  his  pardon  if  I  do  him  injustice  in  denying 
him  a  title) — ^we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
his  candor.  He  has  proclaimed  over  this  land, 
that  if  we  are  once  commiiUd  to  say  to  Russia,  in 
diplomatic  phrase,  as  has  been  proposed  already  ^ 
by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  we  will  not 
be  iwUffertnl  to  a  secoifd  interference  on  her  part; 
and  if  she  does  not  subvert  her  whole  policy  in 
deference  to  our  protest,  we  must  then  go  to  war, 
or  be  d^raded  before  the  eyes  of  the  civilized 
world !  Startling  commentary  upon  this  new  doc- 
trine of  precedents  and  commitals ! 

It  is  said  Uiat  he  comes  hera  as  the  representa- 
tive of  State-rights  doctrines.  I  much  fear  me 
the  gentleman  fW>m  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ran- 
TouL  J  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  learned 
that  doctrine  too  recently  fully  to  appreciate  or 
comprehend  it.  State-rights  doctrines!  Let  me 
ask  those  gentlemen,  Vrna  have  hitherto  com- 
plained 6f  tne  encroachments  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  exercise  of  implied  and  doubtful 
powen — ^who  have  complained  of  the  latitudinary 
construction  of  the  Constitution — ^whether  the 
teachings  of  Louis  Kossuth  are  in  conformity 
with  a  strict  construction  of  that  instrument? — 
which,  as  much  as  he  may  despise  the  political 
philosophy  of  its  fVamera,  tells  us,  in  language 
too  plam  to  be  mistaken,  that  it  was  formed  **  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  eorvefoef  and  eur 
posterity,"  not  to  Hungary  or  any  other  people  on 
earth .  Let  me  ask  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
so  much  shocked  at  the  iaea  of  expending  two  or 
three  pitiful  millions  in  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  our  streams,  where  they  find  the 
power  for  the  expenditure  of  untold  millions  in  a 
sdieme  of  knight-errantry  to  redress  the  wrongs 
of  every  oppressed  people,  and  if  of  every  people, 
of  course  or  every  oppressed  individual  upon  the 
flice  of  this  broaa  eartn?  Every  subject  of  Aus- 
tria has  rights  as  sacred  as  those  of  her  Hunga- 
rian subjects,  and  have^too,  many  of  them,  strug- 
l^ed  to  assert  them.  Without  xinship,  with  no 
ties  of  relationship,  we  are  *ciilled  upon  to  go  to 
the  extreme  bounqaries  of  civilization,  even  to  the 
bordera  of  barbarism  itself,  upon  a  crusade  in  the 
cause  of  liberty,  while  tens  of  thousands  of  us, 
American  citizens  with  Irish  blood  flowing  in  our 
veins,  have  looked  idly,  passivdy,  inactively  on 
while  Great  Britain  has  denied  those  sacred  rights 
to  Ireland.  But  in  this  new  crusade  the  Crescent 
and  the  Cross  are  to  be  united  in  the  same  cause ! 
Those  bannera  which  are  floating  in  so  strange  a 
combination  over  our  great  capitals,  which  are  kiss- 
ing each  other  in  so  new  and  extraordinary  a  friend- 
ship, are  no  more  to  flout  defiance  at  each  other, 
as  they  have  hitherto  done  upon  so  many  a  battle- 
field ;  but  the  Union  Jack  and  the  Stare  and  Stripes, 
the  Crescent  and  the  Cross,  are  henceforth  to  march 
aide  by  side  in  the  van  of  the  armies  of  Liberty  1 
In  this  reunion  of  the  ancient  oppressor  and  tne 
revolted  colonies,  we  might  well  inouire  who  is  to 
be  the  annexer  and  who  ue  annexed  ?  We  should 
not  be  over  confident  in  our  own  past  success,  for 
the  conqueror  of  India  and  of  Canada,  upon  whose  ~ 
dominions  the  sun  never  sets,  may  with  some 
reason  boast  her  greater  proficiency  in  this  rival 
art.  What  new  developments  are  to  be  made,  sir, 
in  our  relations  with  the  worid  ?  what  new  system 
to  h€  built  up  on  the  ruins  of  the  aAdent  pofiey  of 
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our  fathers  ?    Again  I  ask*  whttber  are  we  tend- 
iu^,  and  to  what  point  are  we  to  be  driven  ? 
'Mr.  ORR.    I  move  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise. 
Crica  of  ••  Oh  no  !*'  •«  Oh  no !" 
The  question  was  taken,  and  55  rose  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers,  which  were 
ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Bai  oof  and  WiLDRtCK  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  wm  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ajes  81,  noes  60. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  committed  accordine^ly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er, having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
1  make  this  point.  It  ia  the  duty  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  to  report  the  facts  as  they  existed  in 
the  committee.  riTow,  a  resolution  was  introduced 
and  debated  in  that  committee,  and  various  amend- 
ments were  proposed;  and  I  submit  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  [Mr. 
JovEt,]  that  he  should  have  reported  the  intro- 
duction of  that  resolution  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  concur  fully 
with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin] 
in  the  position  he  has  assumed,  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  should  report  the 
state  of  the  facts  as  they  occurred  to  the  House. 
But  I  tell  you  and  the  House  that  I  have  reported 
the  facts.  I  say  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  always  have  the  state  of 
the  Union  generally  under  consideration;  and 
further,  that  tne  chairman  of  that  committee  never 
makes  a  report  of  anything  unless  something  is 
'done.  When  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  called  him  to 
the  chair  this  morning,  the  first  business  in  order 
on  the  calendar  was  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee,  and  a  resolution  had  been  intro- 
duced ill  relation  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  HousTON.J  If  that  resolution  had 
been  adopted,  your  chairman  would  have  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration, 'and  particularly  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon.  He  would  have 
said  nothing  about  the  resolution  which  had  •been 
adopted,  or  any  resolution  which  had  been  intro-' 
duced.  He  would  have  made  no  reference  to 
anything  which  had  not  been  referred  to  it  by  the 
House.  I  take  it  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee can  make  no  other  report  without  the  spe- 
cial instruction  o€  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  that  he 
sees  BO  good  reason  for  impugning  the  motives  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  tl)e  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  thinks  the  report 
made  to  the  House  was  a  correct  one. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  /Jo  not  want  to  embarrass 
the  Chair,  nor  do  I  desire  to  make  any  reflection 
upon  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  But  I  make 
the  su^estion,  that  when  the  House  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union,  ihey  go  there  for  the  consideration  of  a 
particular  bill,  and  I  think  the  chairman  should 
make  his  report  in  relation  to  that  bill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is  nothing  now  be- 
fore the  House.  I  move  the  usual  resolution  stop- 
ping debate  on  the  Kossuth  resolution  in  half  an 
nour  after  the  House  shall  have  again  resolved  it- 
self into  Committee  of  the  Whole  dn  the  state  of 
the  Union;  and  upon  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
previous  Question. 

Mr.  MiLLSON.'I  move  that  when  this  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 
Cries  of  "No!  no!" 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to — ayes  53;  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  that  the  House  do  nOw  ad- 
journ. ^ 

Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
b«ng  tak#n,  there  W6r#— yeaa  90;  oa3r»57,  mafol* 
lows: 


Y£AS— Menn.  AkeroroaiMa.  Aiken,  AUiMn,  Jobn  Ap* 
pleton,  William  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Tlioiniia  H. 
Bayly,  Barrf  re,  Bocock.  Botvno,  Brenton,  Brookfi,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Bnrrowe,  E.  Cnninston  Cabell,  CalHwell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cborchivell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cullom, 
George  T.  Davi*,  Disney,  Dockery,  Dunham,  Echnaiiikmn, 
Ewini?,  Ficklin,  Pitch,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gentry,  Oilmore,  Goodenow,  Gnnnan,  Grey,  Hall, 
Harper,  Isham  O.  Harris,  Sampw>u  W.  Harris,  Haven, 
Hetnud,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Howard,  Johu  W.  Howe, 
Thomas  M.  Howe,  Jacksoo,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
Johnmm,  Robert  W.  Johnsim,  Geoi^^e  VT.  Jones,  Georfe 
G.  Kim,  Landry,  Letcher,  Lockhnrt,  Humphrey  Mar 
shall,  Martin,  Mason,  McDonald,  McMuflin,  Meoehani, 
Miller,  Milison,  Miner,  John  Moore,  Morebeul,  Munriiy, 
Ok!4,  Orr,  Porter,  Powell,  Richardson,  Savage,  Schemer- 
bom.  Bcnddcr,  Scurry,  Orifcn  8.  Seymour,  Smith,  Snow, 
Stftniv,  Benfamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, Taylor, 
WaUace,  Watklas,  Addison  White,  WilHams,  and  Yates 
—90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  Bartlett,  John  H.  Boyd, 
Brigsfs,  Baell,  Joseph  Cable,  Cartter,  Chapman,  Clevelaad, 
Clfn^inn,  Conner,  John  G.  Davis,  Deak,  Doty,  Durkee, 
Edgerton,  Florence,  Pl<^,  Fowler,  iMylord,  Giddinirs, 
Green,  Grow,  HascnII,  Horsfoid,  Jtrfia  Jolmson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Preston  King,  Mann,  Molony,  Newton,  Peaslee, 
Penniman,  Perkins,  Robie,  Robinson,  Sackett,  Schoon- 
maker,  David  L.  Seymonr,  Skelton,  Smart,  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Sutherland, 
Sweetser,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thorston,  Townshend, 
Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walab,  Ward,  Wasbbom,  Welch,  and 
Wildrick— 57. 

So  the  motion  prevailed »  and  the  House  ad- 
joured. 

PETITfONS,  aM. 

The  iMIowlnf  peiiiieas«  lie.,  were  preawitad  under  0w 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  commiucet : 

.  By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  remonstrance  of 
Enis  Henderson  and 49  othercitittnsof  Mississippi,  against 
any  extension  of  the  grant  of  the  public  lands  to  ine  Ohio 
and  Mobile  Railroad  Company  which  sliaR  conflict  wUb 
the  iaterests  of  settlers,  Ite.,  fcc. 

By  Mr.  DISNEY:  The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Cincinnati,  asking  for  the  erection  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  in  ttrat  city:' 

Also,  the  memorial  of  ilie  administrator  of  J.  P.  Wallace, 
deceased,  in  relation  to  Mexican  indemnities. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  of  70  merchants  and 
othern.  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  reAind  the  daty  on  mer- 
chandise destroyed  by  Are  in  the  year  184.V 

Also,  for  the  some,  ineaottal  of  the  CoBunon  Ceancil  of 
the  city  of  Now  York. 

AIpo,  for  the  same,  resolation  of  die  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  Rfr.  WALBRIDGE.  The  petition  of  Moses  Barker 
and  51  other  citisena  of  Daahy,  in  the  cotmQr  of  Tocapkias, 
New  Yorkt  ^oc  s  mail  route  from  Itimca,  in  the  county  of 
Tompkins,  to  Spencer,  in  the  county  of  Tioga,  through 
Wc!«t  Danby. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Homer  Muck  ai>d  191  other  eitisena 
of  Ithaca,  for  same  mail  ronte. 

Also,  the  petitiou  of  N.  T.  Gary  and  43  other  citicent  of 
Spencer,  for  same  mall  route. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Tamwi  Smith,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  memorial  of  Oraries  D.  Arf^r- 
rdsnn,  asking  remuneratioa  for  his  aerviees  as  Chaifs 
d^Affaires  ad  interim  at  the  Court  of  Stockholm. 

By  Mr.  MEACHAM :  The  petition  of  O.  A.  Burton, 
President  of  Chnmptain  Traasportation  Company,  and 
others,  for  a  lieht^ooae  on  Lake  Cbamplaia. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  AdonUab  Crane  and 
96  others,  citizens  of  Scioto  and  Adams  counties,  Ohio, 
praying  Congress  to  establish  a  post  route  from  Lucasville, 
in  Scioto  countv,  to  Locust  Grove,  in  Adams  countv,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  WEIGHTMANt  The  memorial  of  the  Council 
and  House  of  Representativeaof  the  Territoiy  of  New  Mex< 
ico,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  providing  for  geologi- 
cal and  mineralogical  surveys  of  said  Territory. 

Also,  the  ntembrial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  die 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  asking  for  said  Territoiy  a  grant 
of  $50,000  to  enable  it  to  open  a  wagon  road  fron  Santa  F4 
to  the  valley  of  Taos. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  praving  the  rdinquishment  to 
said  Territory  of  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  the  United 
States  may  have  to  certain  lots  and  bouaei  in  the  ci^  of 
Santa  F6. 

By  Mr.  HISSELL :  The  memorial  of  J.  L.  Collins,  pray- 
ing ttiat  the  beneflta  of  tbe  boanty  laind  law  of  September 
98. 1B50)  may  be  extended  lo  the  volunteers  ndeed  in  New 
Mexico,  in  1849,  bv  Colonel  Washington. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER :  The  petition  of  Willis  Hawea  and 
others,  citisens  of  Massachusetts,  for  a  survey  and  appro- 
priation for  a  breakw^er  at  Dennis,  in  Barnstable  bay. 

Also,  fhMn  the  flies  of  the  House,  the  petition  of  Job 
Chase  and  others,  for  the  location  of  a^igbt-bnat  on  Kell* 
pond  bar  in  the  Vineyard  Sound. 

Also,  Oom  the  flies  of  the  House,  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Harwood,  of  Bristol  covnty,  Massachuaetts,  for  a  pension 
on  account  of  woanda  received  sad  senFioes  pesformed  la 
the  Mexican  war. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WftDKCtDAT,  December  31,  1851. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Jourtial  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

RECEPTION  OF  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

•^r.  STANLY.    1  rise  to  a  question  of  order 

upon  thdproposition  oflfered  yesterday  by  my  co)- 

leni^e,  [Mr.  CLmoMAir,]  to  stop  debate  in  the 

Committee  of  the  Whola.on  the  «ta(e  of  tha  Umon 


in  half  an  hoor  after  we  shall  acain  go  into  snob 
committee.  I  beg:  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  tha 
Chair  and  the  House  to  the  136th  mle.  That  rale 
provides  that  whenever  any  bills  are  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  Houae^  the 
House  may,  according  to  that  rule,  diachai^e  the 
committee.from  the  further  consideration  oi  them 
after  acting  without  debate  on  all  amendnMOts 
pending,  and  that  may  be  offered.  The  Vale  con- 
templaU»  only^  hiUt  referred  to  the  committae  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  *  This  resolution  relates  to 
no  bills,  nor  to  any  action  upon  a  bill  referred  to 
the  committee  by  the  House.  And  I  submit  that 
if  Mr.  Kossuth  comes  in  this  House  at  all,  bo 
should  not  conie  here  by  force  of  any  gag  resolu- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Th^  gentlemen  will  remem- 
ber that  the  resolution  before  the  House  is  not 
debatable;  and  further,  that  no  question  of  order 
arising  out  of  that  proposition  can  be  debated. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  only riae  to  makeanmqairy 
of  the  Chair.  I  wish  to  state  mj  point  of  order  a6 
that  the  Chair  may  uiklerstand  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  1  did  not  intend  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman  in  stating  his ,  point  of  order.  I 
desire  to  give  him  every  reasonable  facility  for 
doing  so. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  wish  to  have  my  point  of 
order  understood;  and  if  I  aocceed  in  doing  ao,  I 
will  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  to  which  tha  gen- 
tleman refers,  does  not  in  terras  specify  reioim 
Hons,  But  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  under 
that  rule  to  consider  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
not  only  bilU,  but  also  re»o/iiliem,  the  President's 
messages,  and  whatevir  other  matter  may  haTs 
been  referred  to  it  by  the  House.  The  Chair 
would  refer  the  gentleman  from  North  Can^ina 

iMr.  Stanlt]  to  an  authority  contained  in  the 
oumals  of  the  Inst  Congress,  directly  to  the 
point,  which  the  Clerk  will  read  to  the  House. 
The  debate  upon  the  President's  mcsaa^,  in  thai 
case,  was  stepped  by  a  resolution  similar  lo  thim 
one  now  before  the  Houie:  ^ 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    The  Spsafcer  can 
only  know  what  has  transpired  in  the  Commiitee 
of  tke  Whole  House  upon  the  state  of  the  Umon^ 
from  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  that  coBk- 
mittee.    That  chairman  did  not  report  that  tke 
President's  message  was  under  consideration, and 
he  could  not  have  so  reported,  for  such  wooU  not 
have  been  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Mr.  G1DDIN6S.  Is  there  an  appeal  from  tbe 
decision  of  the  Chair? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  that  the  resolution  tntrodnceo  by  fhegsntls- 
man  from  North  CaroHna  [Mr.  CuifGitaK]  is  at 
order.     [Greet  confusion  in  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  can  for  tli» 
reading  of  the  resolution* 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  do  not  onderstand  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.    I  did  not  hear  a  word  of  ic 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
resolution  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  did  net  understand  the  Chair 
as  (Ttvinur  any  reasons  for  such  decision. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  stated  that  U  bad 
been  the  practice  of  the  House,  under  the  IdGtit 
rule,  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  to  consider  not  only  bills,  but  m\mo 
resolutions,  and  whatever  else  may  have  been  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  House. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  would  like  to  hem-  of  a  case 
in  point  establishing  such  a  praetioe.  I  nevsr 
heard  of  it  before. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  raad  from  the 
Journals. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  authority  referred  to  by 

the  Speaker,  from  the  House  Journal  of  the  second 

session  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  on  page  33 » 

as  follows: 

'*Re$otved^  That  the  debate  in  the  Committee  ofthe  Wliol» 
on  the  state  ofthe  Union,  on  the  Preaident'e  nuweafe,  aball 
cea«eiti  Ave  minntea  after  the  coamiitteeahfUa||aianMU»e 
the  consideration  of  the  same,  (if  the  committee  thill  not 
sooner  come  to  a  conclui>inn  upon  the  same,)  and  the^om- 
mittee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  vtich  propositione  aa 
may  be  peodinf,  or  oflferad,  in  retWeace  to  the-aane;  and 
,  shall  then  report  it  to  the  Hou<*e,  with  such  propoeiliasa  aa 
may  have  been  agreed  to  by  die  committee." 

Mr.  STANLY.  How  did  the  Kossuth  resolu- 
tion get  before  the  committee?  It  has  not  been 
referred  to  it  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Prsudant*a  meessm 
I  was  before  the  Commiuse  of  the  Whole  on  tEs 
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■tattof  Ute  UniGO»  and  it  makes  direet  reference 
iMl  only  lo  KoBsutb,  but  to  his  arrival  here,  and 
the  manner  of  his  reception  hy  this  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  call  for  the  reading  of 
tke  reaoJutiott  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Jiorth  Carolina  [Mr.  ClincmamJ  referred  to. 

Mr.  STANLY.  That  resolution  does  not  coYcr 
is  case  tn^point. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

I,  That  all  d«bate  In  Ae  Committee  of  the  Whole 

t  an  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  upon  90  much  of  the  Preai- 

nenaee  m*  relatM  to  Louis  Koasoth,  ahftll  termtnatn 

to  «se  Imif  hoar  aA«r  the  committee  shall  again  resume  its 

ana,  (If  the  coromiuee  shall  not  sooner  come  to  a 

on  tae  same,)  and  the  committee  shall  then  pro- 

la  on  each  propoaitiDBfl  as  vmj  he  pending,  or 

i,  in  reference  to  the  same:  and  shall  then  report  it  to 
IB  Hoase,  with  such  pcopositioosas  may  have  been  agreed 
alf  the  commfttee. 

Mr.  ffTANLY.  And  this  resolution  stops  the 
^ehste  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
«f  the  Union,  when  that  part  of  the  message  which 
nfiifs  to  Kossuth  comes  under  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does;  and  the  Chair  de- 
odes  that  the  resolution  is  m  order. 
Mr.  JONES.  I  appeal  from  that  decision. 
Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  1  wish  to  make  an 
additional  point  of  order.  It  is  this:  we  cannot 
nop  debAe  upon  a  part  of  the  President's  mes- 
on any  more  than  we  can  upon  a  section  or  part 
ofabiU.  .  , 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  caU  the  gentle- 
BMm  to  order. 
Tlie  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  JONES.  It  is  difficult  to  state  a  point  of 
order;  my  object .  in  taking;  an  appeal  is  not  upon 
the  ground  that  a  resolution  to  stop  debate  upon 
dMPrejidezit*s  message  is  not  in  order,  but  upon 
the  gcoiuKl  that  you  cannot  stop  debate  upon  one 
of  that    document  and  not  upon  the  re- 


The  miestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  appeal 
was  laia  upon  the  table— yeas  91,  nays  65;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  AUison,  John  Appleton, 
Babcock,  Rartlett,  BisHell,  John  H.  Uoyd,  Breckenridge, 
Briggs,  Buell,  Burrowi,  Busby,  Joseph  Cable.  Cartter, 
Chapman,  Cbastain,  Clevelaud,  Clingmau,  George  T. 
Davis,  John  6.  Davi9,  Dean.  Disney,  Doty,  Eastman,  Ed- 

{crton,  Ficklin,  Florence,  Floyd,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D. 
'uller,  Gaylord,  Gentnr,  Oiddiiigs.  Gilmore,  Gorman, 
Green,  Grow,  Uascall,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Horsford,  John 
W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  IngprM>U,  Ives,  John  John- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Kuhns.  Letcher,  Mace, 
Mann,  Mason,  McDonald,  Meacbam.  Molony,  Nabers, 
Newton,  Pcaslce,  Peim,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Riddle,  Robie, 
Robinson,  Sackett,  Scudder,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S. 
Seymour,  Skelton,  Smart,  Snow,  Bei^amin  Stanton,  Fred- 
erick P.  Sunton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Stuart,  Sutherland,  Sweetser,  George  W.  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Townshend,  Tuck,  Walbride,  Walsh,  Ward, 
Washbnrn,  Welch,  Addison  White,  and  Wildrick— 91. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  WiHiam  Appleton,  Ashe,  Aver- 
ett,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bowne, 


ThB  SPEAICER.     The  Chair  overrules  the 
^  order  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 


Mr.  JONES.   Then  I  appesl  from  that  decision 
of  the  Chair,  and  upon  that  question  I  ask  the 
ywftand  isays. 
Mr.  WCHARDSON.    I  desire  that  the  rule 
be  nad  which  authorizes  the  stopping  of 
ifeBte  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  136th  rule  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

may,  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  of  a  m^ority 

.••  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  fbr 

of  floinr  into  the  CoounilMe  of  the  Whole  on 

I  of  tbe  iToion  ;  and  also  for  providing  for  the  dis- 

•C  dts  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  the 

!«f  the  Whole  Bouse  on  the  state  of  the  Union— 

L1846 — from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  any 

kwit,  alWr  aetlBg  without  bebate  on  aH  aroend- 

t^  nnd  cBot  may  be  (Mfleced.^ — March  1I»  1844. 

Ml  tuck,  I  move  that  the  appeal  taken  by 
i^fMfcnan  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Joifris)  be 
kH  ttofl  the  table. 

ib.  JC»(B8,  of  Tenne«Me.    I  call  the  yeas 
■itaafsapon  themotiop. 
9Wyaaa  and  nays  wetl  ordered. 
Ifr.  6IDDING&.     I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
CM  if  it  ham  not  been  the  unifonh  practice  of 
ihiihoiy«  that  when  we  have  arrirad  at  a  condu- 
Ma  apon  one  resolution  touching  any  one  portion 
«C«he  Prcaideni's  message,  to  report  that  to  the 
Bmm  before  the  other  parts  of  the  massage  hare 
hmm  danosed  of,  and  without  reference  to  them  ? 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  has  stated  to  the 
Hoaae^  that  it  haa  been  the  practice  of  this  body 
tapwboa  the  course  now  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
lioB.    There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  Chaur 
siaicf  that  it.  is  the  practice  of  the  House  to  do 
wiMMt  is  DOW  proposed  to  be  done.  I  ask  the 
Ckmk^  any  instance  can  be  given,  By  any  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor,  whan  the  House  has,  by  such 
affeaokitioirasthis^diaeharged  the  Committee  of 
Che  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  aify  separate 
portioD-of  the  President's  message? 

The  SPEAKER.-  The  Chair  is  not  aware  of 
saw  praistice  upon  that  particular  point* 

&£  STEPHENS,  of  Geoigia.  The  Chair 
slated  that  audi  waa  the  practice. 

Ifr.  TAYLOR.  I  wiahtoincjuire  of  the  Speaker 
vImI  weald  be  theeSect  of  laying  the  appeal  upon 
the  table?  Whether  it  would  cut  off  aH  ftxrther 
feate  apoD  ^  rMohition  ? 
The  I^EAKER.  The  effect  will  be  to  sustain 
oi  the  Chair.  The  question  is  upon 
peal  on  the  table;  tipon  which  motion 
jftaya  heTe  been  ordered. 


Brenton,  Broolcs,  E.  Carrinjton  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conger,  Cullom, 
Docker>-,  Dunham,  Edmundson,  Fitch,  Goodsnnw,  Hall, 
Hammond,  Harper,  Isham  O.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris, 
Haven,  Hebard,  Hillver,  Hunter,  Jackson,  Andrew  John- 
son, James  Jobn»on,  Itobert  W.  J  olmson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Gcorse  G.  Kiiiff,  Landry,  Lockhardt,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
McMulUn,  Miller,  Mtllson,  Miner,  John  Moore,  Moreliead, 
Murphy,  Olds,  Orr,  Porter,  Powell,  Scbermerhom,  Scurry, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Taylor,  Venabl*, 
Wallace,  Watklns,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Yales-65. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  would  mquire 
if  it  is  in  order  to  move  an  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  orde^. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  remind  the  Chair 
that  I  moved  the  previous  Question,  on  yesterday, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  close  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair's  recollection  is 
that  the  previous  question  was  demanded  by  the 

gentleman.  .      „  -      , 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geot^gia.  I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  Journal,  to  see  if  it  was  or  not;  be- 
cause my  recollection  was  the  other  way.  But  I 
will  be  governed  by  the  Journal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  remember  the fact>  I  do 
not  know  how  the  Journal  is. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  recollects  that  the 
gentleman  made  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  paid  strict 
attention  to  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  and  it  does 
not  state  the  fact.  I  rely  upon  the  Journal,  and 
it  corroborates  my  rseoUectton.  j 

Mt.  CLINGMAN.    I  know  I  made  the  mo-  ' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  ask  the  Speaker  if 
there  is  any  record  of  it? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  his  rec- 
ollection of  the  proceedings.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  confusion  at  the  moment.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Corolina  [Mr.  Clinomak]  offered  the 
resolution,  and,  accortling  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Chair,  called  for  the  previous  question.  The 
gentleman  f^wn  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  then 
moved  that  when  the  Houae  adjourned,  it  should 
adjourn  till  Friday  next.  Another  gentleman 
moved  that  the  Uoyast  adjourn.  The  Chair  first 
put  the  question  upon  the  adjournment  to  Friday, 
and  it  was  voted  down;  then  upon  .the  adU>urn- 1 
ment,  which  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House 
adjourned.  But  previous  thereto,  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinoman]  arose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order,  in  regard  to  which  the  Chair  replied 
he  would  be  heard  after  the  motiqn  yma  disposed 
of  upon  the  adjournment. 

The  Chair  did  not  state  to  the  House  the  de- 
mand made  for  the  previous  question,  the  other 
matters  intervening;  out  it  is  his  recollection  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cuwo- 
MANl  demanded  it. 

Mr.  GENTRY  here  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  yesterdsy's  proceedings  as  published  in 
the  ••  Globe,*^    The  extract  is  as  follows. 

«Mr.  CuMoMAH.  There  is  nothing  now  btfbre  the 
House.  I  move  the  usual  resolution  stopping  debate  on 
the  Kossuth  resolution  In  half  an  hour  after  the  House  shall 
have  acain  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  sti%  of  the  Union ;  and  upon  that  modon  I  caU  for  the 
previoBS  question. '' 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  the  recollection  of 

the  Chair.  ^      , 

Mr.  GENTRY.    The  Journal  is  subject  to 

correction.  _     ^        , .         ,    .       v 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  this  rcsohauon  the  pre- 
vious question  is  demanded. 


Mr  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  consider 
the  newspaper  as  any  authority  at  all.  I  would  ^' 
inquire  if  it  is  not  necessary  that  there  should  be 
a  motion  to  amend  the  Journal,  sons  to  show  that 
the  previous  question  was  demanded,  before  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to  vote  to  second  the  previous 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  necessity  of 
amending  the  Journal. 

[Cries  of  «•  I  object!"  "I  object!*'  "1  ob- 
ject!"]    " 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  can  be  amend- 
ed; but  the  Chair  does  not  re^d  the  omission 
as  controlling  any  decision  which  he  gavet  The 
motion  does  not,  it  is  true,  appear  upon  the  Jour- 
nal; but, according  to  his  recollection,  the  previous 
question  was  demanded,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  put  it.  Does  the  gentleman  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  I  understand  the  Speak- 
er to  decide  that  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  can  now  be  made,  as  the  Journal  stands, 
without  amending  it,  then  1  take  an  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER     Debate  is  not  in  order  pend- 
ing the  demand  for  the  previous  question.  • 
,  Mr.  CAMPBELL.    1  was  not  debating  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is, 
that  the  previous  question  was  demanded  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  CLiNOMiiN,] 
and  that  he  had  a  rieht  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Then  I  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 
Cries  of  •*Cluestion!"  "question !"  "question !" 
Mr.   MARSHALL,  of    Kentucky.     I  have 
something  to  say  upon  the  appeal. 
The  SPEAKER.    No  remarks  ars  in  order. 
Mr.  PICKLIN.    I  move  to  lay  the  appe&l  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  MARSHALLdemanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLlNGKIidAN.    I  understand  that  the  mo- 
tion to  correct  the  Journal  is  a  privileged  one,  and' 
takes  precedence  of  all^ther  motions,  and  there- 
fore I  move  that  the  Journal  be  corrected  in  that 
respect. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  at  this  stage 
of  the  proceedings  to  move  to  amend  the  Journal. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  merely  wish  to 
say,  that  there  are  m^^y  in  thia  immediate  neigh* 
borhood  who  do  not  know  what  the  precise  qaes- 
tion  is  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will,  then,  state  it. 
The  Chair  declares  that,  according  to  his  best  rec- 
ollection, and  about  which  he  has  no  doubt,  ths 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingmah] 
introduced  his  resolution  upon  yesterday  evening, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question  thereon. 
There  are  gentlemen  upon  this  fioor  who  think 
that  the  Chair  is  mistaken  about  it.  The  Chair  has 
no  pride  of  opinion  or  memory  to  |;ratify,  as  it  is 
a  question  of  fact,  and  not  of  parltamenlary  law. 
The  Chair  decides  that  the  gentleman  had  demand- 
ed the  previous  question,  having  a  right  to  do  so; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  propound  that 
question  to  the  tlouse.  From  that  decision  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  takes  an 
appeal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  understand  the  Speaker 
to  decide  that,  as  the  Journal  stood,  the  question 
could  be  taken  upon  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question.  I  do  not  deny  the  fhct,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  may  have  made  the  mo- 
tion, but  the  Journal  does  not  show  it. 

The  point  I  make  is  this:  that  you  cannot  take 
a  vote  to  sustain  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  until  the  Journal  is  amended  to  show 
Oie  demand.  An  additional  point  I  make  is 
this:  that  a  motion  cantiot  be  made  to  amend  the 
Journal  while  I  have  the  door,  proposing  to  amend 
the  resolution  which  is  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  as  having 
resigned  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
question  of  order  decided? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  resigned  it  dhly  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  must  insist,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  House,  that  the  motion  to 
amend  the  Journal  must  be  scted  upon  and  take 
precedence,  though  the  previous  question  had 
been  sustained  upon  a  previous  day  and  we  had 
adjourned  over.  My  motion  is  right,  and  will  take 
praoedence  of  a  motion  to  am«id  thai  rewlutioii « 
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or  an  y  other  motion.  It  may  be  I  am  not  entitled 
to  take  the  floor  while  Uie  getotteman  firoro  Ohio 
ha«  it.  The  moment  he  Bits  down,  \X  I  have  the 
Hoor,  I  may  rniOce  that  privileged  motion;  which 
motion  must  be  acted  upon  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeds to  the  other  question.  ' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  decide  the 
points  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  made.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman] 
asked  for  the  previous  question  on  yesterday  upon 
this  resolution.  The  Journal  does  not  show  that 
fact.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell] 
takes  the  floor,  and  moves  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion. The  decision  of  the  Chair  at  the  moment 
was,  that  the  demand  for  the  previous  (question 
.must  be  put.  The  i?entleman  from. Ohio  now 
assumes  that  he  has  the  floor  upon  the  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  resolution,  and  that  the  floor 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  to  supply  defects  and 
add  to  what  should  have  been  in  the  Journal,  and 
in  that  state  of  things  no  motion  can  be  made  to' 
amend  the  Journal.  That  is  what  I  understand 
to  be  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  competent  even  in 
that  condition  of  thing^s  to  move  to  amend  the 
Journal,  as  he  regards  it  as  one  of  those  privileged 
motions  which  must  be  put.  The  Chair  is  there- 
fore of  the  opinion  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  amend  the  Journal 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Can  I  rise  and 
deprive  a  member  of  the  floor,  to  make  a  privi- 
leged motion  ?  I  cannot  take  the  floor  from  him 
and  move  an  adjournment  as  a  pfivileged  motion, 
or  to  bnng  a  question  of  privilege  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  was  not  entitled  to  the  floor  at 
all,  the  previous  question  having  been  demanded. 
It  is  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  appeal  now 
taken  by  the  gentleman  fcom  Ohio,  for  it  has 
changed  its  character  somewhat. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  called  for  tellers  on 
the  y€hs  and  naysv  which  were  ordered,  and 
Messrs.  Stoke,  and  Stephems  of  Georgia,  ap- 
pointed. 

The  count  was  made,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
the  point  of  order  upon  which  the  appeal  has  been 
taken.  The  question  is  simply  this:  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  nad 
a  right  to  move  to  amend  the  Journal.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  appeals  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  motion  is  now 
made  to  lay  that  appeal  upon  the  table,  and  upon 
that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  are  ordered. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  desire  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  point  of  order,  hnd  if  I  am  mistaken,  I  desire 
to  be  corrected.  The  Chair  has  decided,  that 
while  one  member  had  the  floor,  another  member 
had  the  right  to  move  to  amend  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no  such 
decision;  for,  if  the  demand  for  the  previous  Ques- 
tion was  pending,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  had  no  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Tne  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
upon  the  floor,  and  was  recognized  by  the  Choir. 

The  SPEAKER.    He  had  no  right  to  it. 

Mr.  CABELL.  He  was  recognized  by  the 
Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  Gentlemen  will  preserve  or- 
der. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  ap- 
peal upon  the  table,  and  it  was  decided  m  i\m  af- 
nrmaUve — yeas  109,  nays  41;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MeMre.  Aiken,  WiUi*  AUen,  Allison,  John  Ap- 
pletnn,  William  Appli»tnn,  Ashe,  Averett,  Bartlen,  Bell, 
BisseU,  Bowne,Jolin  H.  Boyd,  Bragf,  Breckeoridgp,  Bran- 
ton,  Briggi,  Buelt,  Burrows,  Bnsby.  Jo'eph  Cable,  Cariter, 
Chapman,  Chastain,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb, 
Conger,  Oeorfe  T.  Davit,  John  O.  Davjs,  Dean,  Doty,  Dur- 
kee,  fiarahan,  Bdaerton,  EdmundM>n,Picklin,  Fitch,  Flor- 
ence, Floyd,  Fowler,  Henry  M^ Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Ful- 
ler, Oaylofd.  G<*ntry,  Giddings^Goodeiiow,  Gorman,  Green, 
Grow,  0all,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hascall.  Hendricks, 
Henn,  Hiltyer,  Horsfbrd,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M. 
Howe,  Inxersoll,  ivet,  Jackson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Oeof|e  G.  Kioc,  Preston  King, 
Kuhns,  Letcher,  Lockhart.  Mace,  Mann,  Mason,  McDon- 
ald, McMullin,  Meacham,  Afillson,  Miner,  Molony,  Nabcrs, 
Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Pea^lee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Perkins, 
f^weU,  Eiehantoua,  Uddle,  ItoMe,  BoUoson,  Saekett, 


Ociwnwerhom,  Scboonmaker,  Scudder,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Ori«en  S.  Seymour,  Skdton,  SoMrt,  FredericJc  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stone,  Stnit|on,  Stuart, 
Sutherland.  Swoetser,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thurston, 
Town^'hend.Tuck,  Walbridte,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washburn, 
Welch.  Addison  White,  Wildrickrand  Yates— 109. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Babcock,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere, 
Bocock,  Bowie,  Brooks,  E.  Carrincton  Cabell,  Caldwell, 
Joseph  P.  Campbell.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Churchwell, 
Cullom,  Disney,  Dockery.  Dunham, Grey,  Qamuiond,  Har- 

yer,  Isliam  O.  Harris,  Haven,  Hcbard,  Hunter,  Andrew 
ohnson.  George  W.  Jone«,  Landry,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Martin,  Miller,  Morehead,  Murphy,  Porter,  Savage,  Scurry, 
Smith,  Stanly.  Benjamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Taylor,  VenaUc,  Walsh,  Watkins,  WUcox,  and  WUUama 
—41. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Clikgnan's 
motion  to  amend  the  Journal;  and  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  Journal  was  ordered  to  be  so  amended. 
ADJOURNMENT  UNTIL  SATURDAY. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  make 
a  privileged  motion.  To-morrow  is  New  Year's 
day;  I  see  that  there  are  to  be  a  great  many  houses 
open,  and  members  will  doubtless  be  visiting  them, 
and  perhaps  they  will  not  be  in  a  very  go^  con- 
dition for  business  the  day  afler.  I  therefore  move 
that  when  the  House  adjouns  to-day,  it  adjotun 
to  meet  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  TUCK.  Will  not  the  resolution  to  ad- 
journ till  Saturday  bequite  as  much  in  order  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Kossuth  resolution  as  it  is 
now? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  decide  that 
question  when  it  arises  properly. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeos  74,  nays  89; 
as  follows: 

YE  A  A— Messrs.  Aiken,  John  Appleton,  William  App^e- 
ton.  Ashe,  Averett,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bo- 
cock, Bowie,  Bran,  Brooks,  Brown,  Burrows,  Busby,  E. 
Carriniton  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Leu  is  D.  Campbell,  Chureb- 
woll,  Cullom,  Georfc  T.  Davis,  Disnev,  Dockery^unham, 
EdmuDdson,  Fitch,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Fuller, Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Ooodenow,  Green,  Hall,  Hammond, 
Isham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Haven,  Hebard, 
HUlyer,  HuDtor,  Jaeksoo,  James  Jtrtmson,  Geofie  W. 
Jones,  Kphns,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Humiriirev  Marshall.  Mar- 
tin, McMuUin,  Miller,  Millson,  Miner,  John  Moore,  M<*re> 
head.  Murfrfiy,  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Powell,  Richardson, 
Riddle,  Savage,  Sehermerhoro,  Setuty.  Smith,  Stanly, 
Rickard  H.  Sunton,  Alexander  H.  Stepaens,  Sutherlaad, 
Taylor,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wells,  and  WiUlams— 74. 

NAYS— Messrs.  WiUis  Allen.  Allison,  Babcock,  BarHett, 
BIssell,  Bowne,  John  H.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brenton, 
Brins,  Buell,  Joseph  Cable,  Cfartter.'  Chapman,  CbasCain, 
Clark,  Cleveland.  Climnnan,  Cobb,  Conger,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dean,  Doty,  Durkee.  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Fieklin,  Floyd, 
Fowler,  Gaylord,  Giddinn,GUmore,  Gorman,  Grey,  Grow, 
Harper,  Hascall,  Hendncn,  Henn,  Horsfbnl,  John  W. 
Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  IngersoU,  Ives,  Andrew  Johnson, 
John  JohnsoD,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  6«orve 
G.  King,  Preston  King^eteher,  Mfnn,  McDonald,  Meach- 
am. Molony,  Newton,  Peaslee,  Penniman,  Perkins,  RoMe, 
Robinson,  Saekett,  Scboonmaker,  Scudder.  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Orinn  8.  Seymour,  Skellon,  Smart,  Snow,  Benjamin 
Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Stone,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Sweetser,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Townshend, 
Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wasbbura,  Watkins, 
Welch,  Addison  White,  WUcoz,  Wildrick,  asd  Yalea— 69. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  quastion  then  recurred  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the.previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georeia,  demanded  tel- 
lers; which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Stephens 
of  Georgia,  and  Richardson  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  89,  noes  48. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  question,  viz:  on  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
CLfNOHAN't  resolution  to  close  debate,  was  then 
ordered. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and. nays  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  56,  nays  100;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Ashe,  Averett, 
Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Boeoek,  Bowie,  John  H.  Boyd, 
Bracg,  Brooks,  Albert  O.  Brown,  E.  Carrincton  Cabell, 
Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cullnra, 
Dockerv,  Dunham,  Edmundson,  Ewing,  Fitch,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Harper,  fsham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Ha- 
ven, Hebard,  Hillyer,  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Landry,  Humphrey  Mnrsltall, 
Martin,  McMullin,  Millson,  Moore,  Morehead,  Muiphy, 
Orr,  Powell,  Savage,  Scurry,  Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens.  Taylor,  venable,  Wallace,  Watkins,  Wilcox, 
and  WNIiams.— M. 

NAYS— Messrs.  WUlis  Allen,  Allison,  John  Appleton, 
William  Appleton,  Paboock,  Bartlett,  BdKBissell,  Bowne, 
Breckeubridee,  Brenton,  Briggs,  BueU,  Burrows,  Busby, 
Joseph  Cable,  Canter,  Cbi^mum,  Chaatain,   Cleveland, 


Clingman,  Cobb,  Couer.  George  T.  Davis.  Jolm  O.  Davls^ 
Dean,  Disney,  Dorv,  Durkee,  Eastman,  E^ertoo,  PiekltB, 
Florence.  Floyd,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thouas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilroore,  Gorinan, 
Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hascall,  Hendricks.  Henn,  Horsfbrd, 
John  W.  Howe, Thomas  M.  Howe,  Hunter,  IngersoU.  Ives, 
John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Preston  King.  Kubn*, 
Lejpher,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Mann,  Edward  C.  MardbaU, 
Mason,  McDonald,  Meacliam,  Molony,  Nabers,  Nenton, 
Olds,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Porter,  Richard- 
son, Riddle,  Rubie,  Robiiiyon,  Saekett,  Scboonmaker, 
Scudder,  David  L.  Sesrmour,  Ongen  S.  Seymour,  SkeJtoM, 
Smart,  Snow.  Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stantuo* 
Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stone,  Stratton,  Stuart^ uthert»ntl, 
Sweetser,  Ge(»rge  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Townafaend, 
Tuck,  Walbridge,  WaUh,  Ward,  Washbam,  Welcb,  Ad- 
dison White,  and  Wildrick -100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

The  (|uestion  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
roiolution,  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  102,  nays  56;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen.  Allison,  John  Appl«con, 
Bartiett.  Bell,  Breckenridge,  Uriggs,  BuelU  Bibriqr,  JoMpli 
Cable,Cfartteir.  Cbapmaa,c1ia8tain,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clinf- 
roan,Cobb,  Conger,  George  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dta- 
ney,  Doty,  Duiicee,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Fieklin,  Ftorenee, 
Floyd,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  G«otry,  Gid- 
dings. Gilmore,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Grey,  Grow,  saiap- 
son  W.  Harris,  Hascall,  Hendricks,  Henn,  HorsTord,  John 
W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Ingeraoll,  Ives,  John  John- 
son, Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Preston  Kinc, 
Kuhns,  Letcher,  Lockhart.  Mace,  Mann,  Edward  C. 
Marshall,  Mason,  McDonald,  Meacham,  Molony.  Nabera, 
Newton,  Olds,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Ra»- 
toul.  Ricbards9n,  Riddle,  Robie,  Robinson,  Saekett,  Scbcr- 
merhom,  Schooumaker,  Scudder,  David  L.  Seymoitry 
Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skeltoa,  Smart,  Snow,  Benfiaiiiia 
Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Sunton,  Richard  H.  StaakM^Stone, 
Stratton,  Stuart,  Sntheriand.  Sweetaer,  George  W.  Tliomi>- 
san,  Thurston,  Townahead,  Tuck,  Walbridge,  Wallace, 
Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Welch,  Addison  White,  Wil- 
drick, and  Yates— 102. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Aabe,  Averett, 
Thomas  U.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Brao*  Brea- 
ton.  Brooks,  Burrow^  E.  Carringtoa  Cidiell,  CaldweD, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Churchwell,  Cullom,  Dean,  Doekery, 
Dunham,  Edmundson«Ewing,  Fitch.  Hall,  Hammond ,  Har- 
per, Isham  G.  Harris,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hillver,  Jackaoo,  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Landry, 
Humphrev  Marshall,  Martin,  McMullin,  MOIer,  MiUsoa, 
Miner,  John  Mo<we,  MoAbead,  Murphy,  Orr,  Porter,  Pow- 
ell, SMTige,  Scurry,  Smith,  Stanly,  AJexander  H.  fllajitwiaa, 
Taylor,  Venable,  Watkins,  William»--56. 

Mr.  CARTTER  saoved  that  the  mlcs  be  sua- 
pended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itsMf  into 
Comoiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

ADJOURNMENT  UNTIL  FRIDAY. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  VENABLE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  on  a  division;  ayes  98, noes 
46. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  CABTTsn's  noo- 
tion,  it  was  taken,  and  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  susi>ended|  and  th^  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in 
the  chair^ 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  business  before 
the  committee  to  be  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  which 
a  series  of  resolutions  had  been  offered  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  £Mr.  HotrsTOir,]  and 
an  amendment  to  tlmt  resolution  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sbtmour.] 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
do  now  take  up  that  portion  of  the- President's 
message  which  relates  to  Kossuth. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  1  rise  to  a  question 
of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  enth-e  message  of  the 
President  is  before  the  committee,  and  uie^only 
question  pending  is  the  resolution  of  the  rentle- 
mon  from  Alabama  and  the  amendment  Uiereto 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Setmoitr.I 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  As  I  had  the 
honor  of  proposing  that  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  as  that  gentleman  is  not 
now  preseht,  I  hope,  by  g[eneral  consent,  the  res- 
olution and  amendment  will  be  passed  orer,  and 
the  committee  will  proceed  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  uftder  considerativn  yesterday.  I 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  submit  this  point  of  or- 
der: the  business  which  was  befbre  tne  commit- 
tee on  yesterday^-4hat  is,  the  resolution  of  the 
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fcsulemiui  fhrni  Ohio  [Mr.  Cutmca] — was  left 
anfimshed,  and  I  aak  if  that  ia  not  the  regxilar 
btwiness  before  the  committee? 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  insist  upon  my  motion  to 
lajr  aside  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabania,  TMr.  Houston,]  and  the  amendment 
wiueh  I  haa  the  honor  of  proposing  to  that  reso- 
Incxon,  and  that  we  proceed  to  take  up  the  reselu- 
tioii  which  was  unider  consideration  yesterday, 
o&rad  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CAar- 

"xhe  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  a 
aotiim  to  postpone  any  particular  part  of  the 
President's  menage  is  not  in  order.  The  Presi- 
deotV' message  and  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alal^ma  are  now  regularly  before  the  House, 
sDd  the  Chair  thinks  they  cannot  be  postponed  in 


Mr.  SEYMOUR.  My  amendment  relates  not 
to  the  consideration  of  the  message,  but  to  one  of 
the  specific  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama^  [Mr.  Houston.]  I  suppose  it  is 
M  order  to  move  to  postpone  that,  if  not  all  the 
resolutions  offered  by  tne  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bsBia,  and  take  up  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  CarttesI  yesterday, 
which  relates  also  to  the  messsge.  If  the  Chair 
Jeodes  that  motion  to  be  out  or  order,  I  shall  be 
eeostrained  to  take  an  appeal  from  that  decision. 

The  CHAIRMA^f .  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  committee,  when  last  in  session,  having 
bad  a  resc^ution  introduced  which  was  not  basedf 
spoB  the  questions  referred  by  the  House  to  the 
ocNiiimttee,  that  it  does  not  come  up  as  unfinished 
bosiiieas  of  a  former  session  of  the  committee. 
The  Clydr  ia  further  of  the  opinion  that  the  mo- 
tion ofthe'gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Set- 
hour,]  proposing  to  postpone  a  particular  resolu- 
tion to  oistributethe  mes«ige»is  not  in  order.  The 
only  le^adfloate  course  for  the  committee  to  pur- 
snsy  the  Chair  thinks,  is  to  proceed  with  these 
icaolations  in  the  order  in  wnich  they  stand  on 
the  calendar. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  take  an  appeal  from  thati 


Mr.^  RICHARDSON.  The  eentleman  from 
SUrw  York,  FMr.  Setmour,]  as  f  understand  it, 
piopoaca  to  lay  aside  the  resolutions  introduced 
vf  the  ehainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
MeaDS  and  an  amiendment  proposed  by  himself 
to  one  of  those  resolutions.  Does  the  Chair  de- 
tiie  ^at  motion  to  be  out  of  order  ? 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  it 
.itt-^rder  to  moTO  to  lay  aside  those  resolu- 
'  ess  the  whole  message  goes  with  it.  It  is 
tiame  principle  as  when  a  bill  is  pending 
^  dn  Hciae  and  an  amendment  thereto:  if  a 
•eteismade  to  lay  that  amendment  upon  the 
t^bk^9Md  the  motion  prevail,  it  carries  with  it  the 
vUbifl. 

,lfr*  Rl'cHARPSON.  I  want  to  make  one 
i^^  incpiiry .  The  effect  of  the  motion  is  to  be 
itoM  hereaAer.  The  right  to  make  that  motion 
^aerer  been  questioned  in  committee.    In  my 

r*  'oB  the  Chair  is  clearly  in  error  in  deciding 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sbt- 
i]  has  not  the  right  to  make  a  motion  to  lay 
tliese  resolutions. 
CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  lUi- 
nsniJMr.  Richardson]  is  clearly  right  in  saying 
the*Tirht  to  make  the  motion  has  never  been  ques- 
Uoped;  for  if  the  Chair  is  correct,  such  motion  has 
•ever  been  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
jtke  state  of  the  Union.  The  Chair  adheres  to  its 
dedaoo.  From  that  decision  the  gentleman  from 
New  YoricTMr.  Setmour]  appeals. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN,  I  made  a  point  of  order 
which  cnmes  up  Jrst.  I  desire  to  ^peal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair — if  it  is  competent  for  roe  to 
do  so — upon  the  point  I  made,  that  the  business 
^sndlng  when  the  committee  rose  was  so  much  of 
Ike  Prendent*s  message  as  relates  to  Kossuth  and 
the  reaohitioii  in  regard  to  it.  That  resolution  was 
not  disposed  of  yesterday,  and,  as  I  understand 
h,  cofBes,  up  here  as  unfinished  business  to-day, 
•■d  is  the  regular  order.  The  Chair,  as  I  under- 
stand him,  decides  that  it  does  not  so  come  up. 
Vtom  that  dectstoa  I  desire  to  appeal.    . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
psint  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
ba*  ^T*  CuMGHAN.]  The  Chair  will  state 
Avthtfi  that  one  of  the  resolutions  before  the  com- 

make  a  reference  of  so  much 
an  .fsUtea  to  Ltoois  Kossuth .    The 


resolution  to  which  the  genttiinan  from  North 
Carolina  refers,  as  having  been  before  the  commits 
tee  at  a  previous  sitting,  has  no  relation  to  and 
does  not  comiect  itself  with  the  President's  mes- 
sa^  at  all. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  Whether  it  relates  to  the 
President's  message  or  not,  it  is  before  the  com- 
mittee under  the  Chairman's  own  decision.  I 
care  not  whether  it  is  connected  with  the  messsge; 
it  has  come  up  before  the  committer  and  stands 
as  the  unfinished  business.  It  is  upon  that  ground 
that  I  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  President's  mesaagei  and  the  resolution  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
are  now  the  business  before  the  committee.  The 
gentlemaii  from  New  York  [Mr.  Setmour]  moves 
to  lay  aside  all  of  the  message  except  so  much  as 
relates  to  Louis  Kossuth,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  that  jMirt  of  it.  The  Chair  de- 
cides that  the  motion  is  not  in  order,  and  from 
that  decision  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Clinoman]  appeals. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  Chair  misunderstands 
me.  My  point  is,  that  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration yesterday  is  now  the  regul^  business 
before  the  committee.  I  understand  the  Chair 
decides  differently.  It  is  from  that  decision  that 
I  take  an  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  rules  of  the  House 
prescribe  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ^e  Union;  and  those 
rules  prescribe  that  the  business  shall  be  taken  up 
in  the  order  in  which  it  is  referred  and  stands  upon 
the  calendar.  The  committee  cannot  go  back,  as 
the  Chair  conceives,  and  take  up  anything  as  un- 
finished business,  but  must  take  up  the  business 
as  it  stands  upon  the  calendar,  as  the  rule  pre- 
scribes. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  ask  a  single 
question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  an  appeal  now 
nending  which  was  taken  hj  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cunoman.]  The  ouestion 
is,  *<  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stana  as  the 
judfiinent  of  the  Committee?" 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  But  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  firom  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinoman] 
a  question  in  relation  to  this  very  matter.  I  think 
that  gentleman  is  clearly  wrong  in  the  point  he 
has  made.  I  submit  to  that  gentleman  if,  when 
the  compromise  measures  were  before  the  last 
Congress,  it  was  not  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
to  take  up  the  business  as  it  stood  on  the  calen- 
dar at  each  sitting  and  lay  it  aside?  I  think,  ac- 
cording to  the  invariable  practice  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  course  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  is  wrong,  and*  that  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Setmour]  is 
right. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  I  desire  to  ask  one  question. 
Did  not  the  House  this  morning  decide  that  all 
debale  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state 
of  the  Union  should  cease  ujion  this  resolution  in 
a  half  hour  after  the  committee  commenced  its 
session,  and  that  the  committee  should  proceed  to 
vote  upon  this  resolution  ?  If  this  is  so,  I  submit  if 
the  House  has  not  decided  these  ouestions  about 
which  there  seems  to  be  so  much  oifiiculty? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  wUl  report  the 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  foUows: 

Renhtdf  That  nil  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hoam  on  tlie  stale  of  the  Union,  upon  00  much  of  the  Preei- 
denfa  measage  as  relates  to  Louis  Kossutii, shall  terminate 
in  one  half  hour  after  the  comnitlee  shall  again  resume  its 
consideration,  f  if  the  committee  shall  not  sooner  come  to  a 
conclusion  on  Uie  same,)  and  the  committee  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  vote  on  such  propositions  as  may  be  pendina,  or 
offered,  in  reference  to  the  same,  and  shall  ib«i  report  It  to 
the  House,  with  such  propositions  as  nay  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  remark, 
that  Uie  resohitioa  provides  for  terminating  the 
debate  upQn  so  much  of  the  message  as  relates  to 
Louis  Kossuth;  but  the  entire  message  is  before 
the  committee,  and  the  resolution  does  not  termi- 
nate debate  upon  any  other  portion  of  the  mes- 
ssge. 

Air.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  ask  this  Question: 
I  want  to  know  whether  any  motion  can  be  made 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  will  be  in 
order;  and  which  will  bring  that  portion  of  the 


President's  message  relating  to  Kossuth  before  the 
committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  Chairman  were  a 
member  upon  the  floor,  there  are  several  motions 
which  he  thinks  he  oouid  make  in  order,  but  he 
does  not  deem  it  his  province  to  instruct  gentlemen 
as  to  the  proper  motions  to  be  made.  -  It  is  his 
duty  to  states  to  the  committee  the  business  as  it 
comes  up;  and  the  ^ood  sense  and  knowledge  of 
gentlemen  will  certamly  enable  gentlemen  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  business  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  in  connection  with  these  ques- 
tions of  order,  I  ask  that  the  last  paragraph  on 
pa^e  150  of  the  Manual,  be  read. 
•  Mr.  CABELL.  We  seem  to  be  in  the  midst  of 
^reat  confusion.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise;  and  upon  that  motion  I  call  for  tellers. 

Tdlers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Full^  and 
Williams  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  36,  noes  86. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  upon 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Clinoman.] 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  Before  Uie 
question  is  taken,  I  ask  of  the  Chair  if  two  ap- 
peals can  be  taken  at  the  same  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  before  the  gentleman  from  New  York  sub- 
mitted his;  but  it  was  not  put  to  the  House,  and 
is  therefore,  now,  the  only  one  pending. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  now  ask  that  the  paragraph 
in  the  Manual  be  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  read,  if  no  ob- 
jection is  made. 

A  Member  objected. 

The  question  now  being  **  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Commit- 
tee? tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs..  Marshall  of  Kentucky,  and  Orr  were 
ap]pointed.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 36,  noes  75— no  quorum. 

rCries  of  "  Call  the  mil '"and  "  Recount!"] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.    I  call  for  another  count. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Another^count  is  called 
for.    If  there  is  no  objection,  it  will  be  done. 

[Cries  «M  object!''  "I  object!"  aU  over  the 
House.]    , 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  roU  would  be  caUed 
to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  absentees. 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  absentees  noted. 
The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  re- 
sumed the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
[Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee]  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had 
had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under  consid- 
eration, and  especiallv  the  President's  iftessage; 
and  having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  causal 
the  roll  tooe  called,  and  had  instructed  him  to  re- 
port the  facts  to  the  House,  with  the  names  of  the 
absentees. 

The  CHAIRMAN  also  stated  that  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, of  Alabama,  is  confined  to  his  rooms  by  sick- 
ness^ and  that  he  had  been  requested  to  sta(#  that 
fact  to  the  House. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session;  and  the  question  being  taken 
on  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  ClinomanI  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  the  tellers  (Messrs.  Marshall,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Orr)  reported — ayes  29,  noes  8^. 

80  the  appeal  was  sustained,  and  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  overruled. 

The  CHA  IRMAN.  By  this  decision  the  com- 
mittee have  decided  that  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  not  before  the  com- 
mittee; but  that  the  resolution  introduced  to  the 
committee  when  last  in  session  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Carttbr,]  proposing  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  five  to  receive  Louis  Kossuth,  is 
before  the  committee;  and  upon  that  question  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  ia  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order*  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
committee  has  decided  that  the  President's  mes- 
sage is  not  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  stated  distinctly 
that  the  message  was  before  the  committee.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman] 
made  a  question  of  order  that  the  resolution  of  ths 
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gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Carttbr,]  introduced 
to  the  committee  on  a  former  occasion,  was  the 
buatness  before  the  committee  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness at  its  Inst  session .  The  Chair  decided  against 
him;  and  from  that  decision  an. appeal  was  taken, 
and  the'  committee  overruled  tne  Chair.  The 
Chair  is  therefore  constrained  to  say  that  the  reso- 
lution is  now  before^  the  committee  as  the  unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  am  not  disposed  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  the  Presiclent's 
message  is  not  a  part  of  the  question  before  the 
committee,  being  satisfied  that  the  statement  of 
the  Chairman  cannot  alter  the  facts. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  Had  it  been  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  on  yesterday  to  have  permitted  me  to  speak 
when  I  first  obtained  the  floor,  I  should  probably 
then  hAve  said  much,  very  much,  in  relation  to  the 
merits  of  tlie  resolution  before  the  committee,  which 
I  shall  now  refrain  from  uttering.  I  shall  now 
absteun  from  presenting  any  extended  views.  I 
see  around  me  indications  too  evident  to  allow  me 
to  doubt  the  propriety  and,  indeed,  absolute  neces- 
sity of  action  instead  of  debate.  Influenced  by 
considerations  of  this  sort,  and  animated  by  a  de- 
sire to  bring  this  matter  to  a  final  decision,  I  will 
not  avail  myself  of  the  privilege  of  discussion  even 
to  the  extent  which  I  may  under  the  resolution, 
limited  as  it  is  to  one  half  hour.  I  propose  to 
trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  committee  but 
for  a  very  brief  period  indeed;  but  I  regret  the 
conclusions  to  which  1  have  been  fbrced  to  come 
in  this  respect,  and  the  mode  in  which  circum- 
stances will  compel  me  to- handle  the  subject,  the 
less,  because,  independently  of  all  other  incidental 
questions  and  of  the  various  views  in  which  this 
matter  may  be  presented,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Gentry]  has  in  fact  practically  pre- 
sented the  entire  actual  question  before  the  House 
for  its  decision.  It  is  a  wise  and  safe  rule  which 
teaches  us  that  when  we  have  one  point  upon 
which  a  case  may  be  properly  decided,  we  never 
should  seek  for  another.  But  as  I  have  obtained 
the  floor,  and  may,  under  the  rules,  occupy  the 
attention  of  die  committee  for  a  few  moments,  I 
will  take  the  occasion,  before  I  sit  down,  to  utter 
some  sentiments.  It  may  be  that  they  are  peculiar 
to  myself;  that  may  be  so;  they  are  at  least  quite 
different  from  the  general  course  of  remaric  I  heard 
yesterday  uttered  in  this  Hall — I  allude,  sir,  to  the 
idea  of  intervention.  And  here,  once  for  all,  let 
me  say  in  advance,  that  intervention  stalks  no 
spectre  in  my  path.  It  cannot  startle  me  from  my 
notions  of  right  and  wrong;  but  as  I  shall  say 
something  upon  this  part  of  the  matter  before 
I  take  my  seat,  I  will,  m  the  first  place,  ask  leave 
to  address  myself  to  some  of  the  questions  of  order, 
which  I  see  evidently  will,  when  this  committee 
rises,  be  raised  hi  the  Htmn  for  its  decision.  First, 
it  is  objected  that  this  resolution  is  not  properly 
before  the  eonmiiuee.  Now,  everv  one  at  all  fa- 
miliar with  parliamentary  law  and  the  history  of 
the  orifrin  of  committees,  knows  that  all  comnfit- 
tees,  of  whatever  character,  whether  special,  select, 
or  standing,  have  full  power  to  act  in.i£ach  and 
every  case  upon  such  subjects  as  may  be  embraced 
in  tne  general  scope  of  the  authority  confegred 
upon  them  by  the  rule  or  order  creating  and  estab- 
lishing them,  as  well  as  in  all  other  matters  which 
may  be  specially  referred  to  them  by  order  of  the 
House.  Committees  of  the  Whole  were  constitu- 
ted for  particular  purposes.  They  were  to  relieve 
the  legislative  body  from  the  ri^r  of  the  common 
laws«  if  I  may  so  express  myself;  to  place  the  House 
in  its  undress ;  to  permit  it  to  consider  the  subject  on 
two  different  occasions — the  one  with  fVeedom  and 
with  ease,  unrestrained  and  untied  down  by  these 
formal  ceremonies  or  principles  of  the  law;  and  in 
the  other  case,  to  consider  it  according  to  the  rules 
and  ceremonies  which  custom,  reason,  and,  I  may 
add,  common  sense  combined,  have  established 
for  the  government  of  l^islative  bodies.  The  very 
essence  and  exntence  of  committees  of  the  whole 
are  to  be  found  in  the  freedom  with  which  you 
jcan  discuss  and  handle  subjects.  One  attribute  of 
aU  committees  is,  that  when  any  particular  sub- 
ject may  have  been  referred  to  them,  they  may 
act  with  regard  to  it,  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
law,  report  upon  it  either  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Read  the  Manual,  and  you  will  find  that  when  any 
paper  or  subjeet  is  referred  to  the  committee,  they 
may  originate  matter  concerning  it,  either  by  res- 
olution or  by  bill,  and  report  it  to  the  body  who 
has  appointed  such  committee.    In  tralb,  as  I  un- 


derstand this  matter,  it  seems  to  be  conceded  upon 
all  hands,  that  if  the  subject-matter  of  this  thing 
shall  be  fairly  before  the  committee — that  is,  the 
subject  out  of  which  the  resolution  may  have  le- 
gitimately growii,  or  may  legitimately  grow — that 
then  the  resolution  may  be  acted  on,  and  properly 
reported  to  the  House.  That  being  concedra,  the 
only  question  that  remains  for  us  to  inquire  into 
is  simply  whether  there  is  now  legally  before  this 
committee  any  subject-matter  out  of  which  a  res- 
olution of  this  sort  can  come?  The  House  has 
decided  this  question.  I  flatter  myself,  if  I  had 
been  heard  upon  this  subject  yesterday,  that  I 
could  have  convinced  gentlemen  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  right,  because  such  sub- 
ject-matter did  exist;  but  I  am  saved  the  necessity 
of  tlie  attempt  to-day,  by  the  decision  which  this 
House  came  to  this  morning,  in  relation  to  a  res- 
olution offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, [Mr.  Clivoman,]  by  and  in  which  you  as- 
serted and  decided  that  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  Louis  Kossuth,  was  and  is 
befo/e  this  committee,  and  that  out  of  it  this  reso- 
lution has  grown.  I  say,  that  point  is  already 
decided  by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina;  but  I  waive  all  these  positions. 
They  are  not  necessary  or  essential  to  the  decision 
of  this  question.  The  latitude  to  which  1  have 
adverted,  as  belonging  tocommitteesof  the  whole, 
is  established  and  known  to  the  law.  Still  you, 
by  your  usages  and  rules,  have  not  been  content 
with  that,  but  have  gone  further,  and  created  an- 
other committee  of  the  whole,  with  higher  and 
broader  privileges,  and  less  restrained  in  regard  to 
the  freedom  of  debate,  or  its  mode  and  manner  of 
procedure.  You  have  not  only  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  but  you  have  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -on  the  state  of  the  Union---a^  committee 
unknown  to  the  common  law,  and  in  wliich  you 
exercise  a  latitude  of  debate  sanctioned  by  imme- 
morial usage  unknown  even  to  those  allowed  even 
in  committees  of  the  whole. 

What  is  your  every-day  practice,  no  matter 
what  particular  subject  may  be  the  matter  pend- 
ing before  the  committee  ?  A  gentleman  rises  m  his 
place,  and  presents  his  views  upon  any  subject  with- 
in the  range  of  human  comprehension.  He  does 
not  talk  at  all  about  the  matter  upon  which  he  is 
going  to  vote.  He  is  tied  down  by  none  of  the 
rules  of  ojrder  as  generally  known  to  the  common 
law.  He  is  not  put  down  by  those  motions  and* 
actions  which  usually  govern  committees  of  the 
whole.  As  we  have  been  told  here,  the  practice 
of  the  House  has  been  to  originate  bills  in  this 
committee,  as  in  the  case  statea  by  the  gentleman 
of  a  bill  being  introduced  in  the  committee  for  the 
admission  of  California.  It  originated  in  the  com- 
mittee, consequently  in  conformity  to  the  general 
provisions  to  which  I  have  alluded  before  in  re- 
gard to  the  powers  of  the  committee.  Then,  in 
my  judgment,  it  is  sufiUcient  to  rest  this  matter 
upon  the  general  fact,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union,  having  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and'  this 
matter  pertaining  to  the  oflUcial  action  of  the  Got'- 
emment — having  relation  to  the  Qovemment  as  a 
Gavemment — ^is  within  the  scope  and  authority  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  But  I  will  not  trespass  further  upon  this 
point.  Time  flies  rapidly.  Another  objection  is 
raised,  and  it  is,  that  the  resolution  proposes  to 
refer  a  subject  to  the  action  of  another  cbmmittee. 
I  apprehend  that  the  gentlemen  who  read  that 
resolution  carefully  will  find  it  proposes  no  such 
thin^.^  It  does  not  propose  that  tnis  committee 
shall  refer  any  subject  to  the  action  of  another 
committee;  for  I  admit,  in  that  it  is  well  estab- 
lished that  no  committee — neither  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  nor  any  standing  or  select  commit- 
tee—can refer  a  matter  of  whioi  it  has  the  charge 
to  any  other  committee.  Does  this  resolution 
propose  to  do  any  such  thing  .^  I  apprehend  not. 
What  is  that  resolution  when  fairly  and  fully 
written  out  ?  '*  Revived  by  the  ti&use  of  Represent- 
olM^5,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,'*  &c.  I 
know  not  whether  the  technical  phraseology  is  in 
the  resolution  or  not;  but  if  it  be  tliere,  gentle- 
men will  discover  afterwards,  upon  the  very  face 
of  the  resolution,  that  it  does  not  propose  that 
this  committee  shaH  refer  this  matter  to  another 
committee;  but  it  proposes  that  the  Htntse  shall 
refer  this  subject  to  the  action  of  the  proposed 
committee»a  committee  to  be  raised  by  the  order 
of  the  /fouM.    This  committee  is  only  dismissing 


the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the  Houae  this 
matter.  But,  sir,  I  stated,  when  I  got  up,  I  had 
no  intention  of  trespassing  long  upon  the  attention 
of  the  committee.  I  feel  myself,  and  I  know  that 
in  that  feeling  I  participate  with  a  vast  majority  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  that  the  conunittett 
will  prefer  action  rather  than  either  words  or  ideas. 
•But  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  say  that  I 
feel  also  that,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  ought  to  enter 
my  dissent  from  the  doctrines  and  opinions  ad* 
vanced  upon  this  floor  yesterday  in  reference  to 
the  reception  of  this  distm^ished  person.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  favorable  action  upon  this  poor 
resolutioiTinvolves  some  matter  of  principle-— that 
it  will  commit  the  House  to  the  doctrines  advanced 
by  Louis  Kossuth,  I  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
distinguished  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  admit  that,  in  his  judgment,  it  in- 
volved no  such  committal.  Nor  does  it.  I  ap- 
prehend that  this  is  the  sound  conclusion  to  which 
every  genUeman  will  come,  and  must  come,  who 
sits  down  and  calmly  looks  over  the  whole 
matter.  What  are  the  facts  before  us  in  re^ 
gard  to  this  subject?  You  have  invited  him  to 
your  country;  you  have  passed  resolutions  in- 
viting him  to  your  seat  of  Government;  and  now 
the  only  question  before  this  committee  to  decide 
is,  whether  you  will  appoint  a  committee  of  a  few 

fentlemen  as  a  part  of^  the  arrangement  to  intro- 
uce  him  ?    It  is  objected  by  some  that  he  is  a  for- 
eigner, and  they- do  not  desire  to  be  taught  the 
doctrines  of  republicanism,  of  the  true  policy  of 
our  foreign  relations,  or  the  principles  of  our  insti- 
tutions of  government,  by  foreigners.    How  rery 
alarming !  now  well  founded !  But,  really,  is  there 
anything  to  startle  us  from  our  propriety  ?    What 
are  the  bare  and  ^^ed  facta?    Here  comes  a  man 
under  the  circumstances  I  have  stated — a  man  who 
needs  no  eulogy  from  my  hands.    I  attempt  no  eb- 
ulogy  upon  Louis  Kossuth.    I  make  none.    No, 
sir;  no.    No,  I  shall  do  no  such  silly, foolish  thing. 
He  is  too  far  beyond  my  power  of  praise.    He 
has  written  his  own  eulogy.    He  has  written  hm 
4iame — ^he  has  written  himself  a  MAN  upon  the 
historic  page  of  the  present  age,  and^  he  has  writ^ 
ten  it  in  the  broad  character  of  living,  endurine 
light,  which  will  be  read  as  long  as  the  history  of 
the  human  race  is  read.    He  is  beyond  all  eulogy 
at  my  hands.    His  fame  will  be  perpetual,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  action  which  we  may 
take  in  regard  to  this  petty  resolution.    I  say  pet- 
ty, because  it  contemplates  a  ceremony  inyolving 
nothing  of  principle,  but,  as  the  gifteo  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  so  foKi|>ly  and 
eloquently  said,  does  involve  somewhat  of  our  own 
dignity. 

It  is  objected  that  he,  a  stranger,  comes  forward 
and  advocates  doctrines  gentlemen  cannot  assent 
to.  Sir,  he  would  be  fiiUS  to  his  missien,  coming 
here  to  beg  for  his  suffering  and  drown-trodden 
country,  ii  he  did  not  seek  to  obtain  your  aid  hy 
every  means  and  argument  that  the  powers  of  his 
mighty  intellect  could  suggest.  Great  as  Louis 
Kossuth  is,  he  comes  here  m  a  mightier  character 
than  even  all  of  his  own  ennobling  qualities  can 
make  him.  He  comes  here  as  the  representatiye 
of  a  people.  It  is  a  nation  that  talks  to  you  when 
Kossuth  speaks.  Hungarv  appeals  to  you  through 
him.  Read  the  pa^  of  nistory  from  the  earliest 
time,  and  nothing  is  more  common  than  mMsiom 
for  assistance  from  one  people  to  another.  But 
our  Government  is  peculiar.  On  the  continent  of 
Europe,where  monarchiesand  kingly  crownsexist* 
these  missions  are  settled  m  the  audience  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  who,  under  those  Goyemmertts, 
represents  the  Goremment  and  the  power  of  the 
nation;  but  we  have  no  such  government  here.  A 
man  to  reach  tins  Government  must  appeal  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people;  and  it  is  for  this  that 
Louis  Kossuth  seeks  to  address  himself  to  you, 
and  if  possible,  to  persuade  you,  by  every  means 
and  argument,  to  nis  convictions.  Is  there  any- 
thing wrong  in  this  ?  Is  there  anything  indeHcate 
in  it?  Is  there  anything  in  it  to  startle  gentlemen 
in  the  fear  that  they  may  subject  themselves  to  the 
charge  that  they  were  learning  the  doctrines  of 
American  republicanism  at  the  hands  of  a  for- 
ei^rner.'  I  repeat  it,  that  he  would  be  false  to  his 
miasion  if  he  did  not  seek  to  have  an  audience  be- 
fore you — you  the  representatives  of  this  miehty 
Republic — and  if  possible,  to  convince  yon  of  the 
righteousness  of  his  cause;  to  enHst  your  sympa- 
thy and  aid  in  his  behalf.  This  is  his  object,  and 
for  it  he  desires  to  make  his  appeal.  Aye  weaftnid 
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that  he  vill  coDTince  us?  Are  we  afraid  that 
if  we  are  coflTinced  in  the  cauae  of  human  free- 
dom, and  in  relation  to  the  great  ris^ts  of  nations, 
that  if  we  acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  confes- 
■ion  will  inTolye  some  cost?  And  shall  we  shrink 
nnder  such  an  afiprehension  ?  Such  is  not  the  tem- 
per of  the  American  people.  No  one  believes  more 
uicerely  and  cordially  than  I  do  in  the  profound 
wisdom  of  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  the  early  foun- 
ders of  our  Government,  interference  with  foreign 
sationa  in  our  infant  condition  would  have  been 
unwise,  so  the  men  who  formed  that  Government 
understood  it,  and  hence  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try distinctly  recommended  us  to  avoid  them.  The 
recommendation  at  the  time  was  wise,  but  the 
principle  was  but  the  principle  of  policy.  It  was, 
as  I  have  said,  wise,  just,  sound,  and  becoming  in 
a  nation  of  some  three  millions  of  inhabitants; 
but,  sir,  it  would  not  be  wise  in  a  nation  of  tweqty- 
five  minions  of  people,  with  a  commerce  spreading 
itself  throughout  tiie  globe,  with  powers  Imrdly 
yet  developed,  but  developing  themselves  wuh  a 
rapidity  which  amazes  and  startles  both.  Sir, 
never  in  my  life  did  I  feel  prouder  of  myaelf  as 
an  American  citizen  than  when  I  read  the  letter  of 
the  present  distinguished  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Austrian.  It  has  been  my  lot,  it  may  have  been 
my  misfortune,  to  have  differed  with  that  gentle- 
man all  my  life  in  reference  to  other  questions,  yet 
t  confess  that  my  blood  in  my  veins  tingled  to  my 
fisfer  ends  under  the  glow  of  patriotic  admiration 
as  I  read  that  specimen  of  noble  American  pride — 
(hat  expression  of  a  just  consciousness  of  Ameri- 
tan  power,  as  w^  as  of  American  right.  The 
records  of  your  negotiations  heretofore  are  marked 
by  &  creeping  caution,  a  fear  of  giving  offence,  and 
a  shrinking,  no  evidence  of  which  you  find  in  the 
letter  to  which  I  now  refer,  and  which  spoke  out  as 
beceroe  not  only  a  Republic,  but  as  became  a  na- 
tioa  of  twenty-^ve  millions,  of  freemen,  freemen 
prood  of  their  character,  and,  if  it  please  you,  sir, 
proad,  in  a  righteous  cause,  of  their  poM^r,  too. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gCBlIeroan  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Disnet,]  I  desire  to 
ftik  him  a  c^nestion.  The  distinguished  gentleman* 
frsoi  Viriginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  announced  to  the 
Roose  yesterday,  seemingly  with  great  pleasure, 
there  were  not  twenty  members  in  this  Con- 
that  indorsed  the  doctrines  of  Louis  Kos- 
t  thought  then  that  he  was  mistaken^  and 
I  4Qnre  now  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
Jvfcuher  we  are  to  understand  him  as  indorsing 
fbi doctrines  of  Louis  Kossuth? 

^^i,  DISNEY.    If  the  gentleman  will  honor 
^tij listening  to  my  remarks,  he  will  understand 
^Umj  where  I  stand. 

llt«t,  then,  to  say  briefly  and  rapidly — ^for  I 
'^VdiH^ilss  but  little  longer  upon  the  committee — 
fit^  h  ay  opinion ,  the  day  has  gone  by  when  this 
iNltiy  ma^  wrap  itself  up  in  its  own  selfishness 
uikkft  nothing  to  do  with  the  afiairs  of  other 
■ittoiis.'  I  regretted  to  hear,  on  yesterday,  the 
{ijiiu't  ut  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Ciffoliiia,  [Mr.  Vekable,]  that  the  nations  of  the 
iil1&  that  had  no  liberty,  deserved  to  have  none. 
CM  eannot  love  the  wretch  he  starves. 

Mr.  TENABLE.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
00^  me:  I  said  that  they  were  not  ready  for 
Bbfrty, 

Mr.  DISNEY.    My  time  is  nearly  out;  I  must 
fatten.    Sir,  we  are  a  living  antagonism  to  the 
dei^KHic  Governments  of  Europe,  and  they  never 
CBQ  have  peace  and  quiet  there  so  long  as  this 
coantiy  exists  with  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
viih  which  it  nqw  exists.    There  is  not  a  steam- 
pneket  which  floats  upon  the  waves  of  the  broad 
AtlsBtic,  as  it  bears  the  letters  from  emi^aots  in 
this  eoaatry  to  their  friends  on  the  European 
continent,  but  carries  the  seeds  of  liberty  to  that 
cOAtment.    There  is  not  a  gale  which  wafls  your 
commerce  across  the  ocean — ^there  is  hardly  a 
bilfew  which  breaks  upon  its  broad  bed  which 
tfoes  not  bear  upon  its  bosom  the  seeds  of  repub- 
neaakm  as  they  are  hquie  upon  their  way  to 
Eoro|>e's  despotic  shores.    The  very  pictures  of 
happiness  and  prosperity  existing  in  this  country, 
sa  IBC  emigrants  here  describe  them,  must  favor- 
ably liBpress  their  friends  in  Europe  as  to  the 
ittset  of  f«pabUcan  institutions.    These  letters  are 
raal  Ihroilshout  the  neighborhoods  to  which  they 
warn  dispdiched,  and  thus  we  are  hourly  furnishing 
fteoMtaMandsteady  supply  of  republican  thoughts 
t9  lit  poQpIo  of  Europe.    And,  sir,  when  our  in- 
^ffffjilM^lUf  hkiixil^  this  constant  effect  upon 


Europe,  it  is  all  idle  for  you  to  shrink  back  and 
say,  that  because  your  immediate,  peculiar,  and 
personal  interests  are  not  directly  and  immediately 
concerned,  that  you  will  not  interfere.  Such  iB 
not  the  law  of  nature;  It  is  not  the  law  of  God;  it 
is  not  the  law  which  God  himself  has  stamped 
upon  humanity. 

In  our  daily  pursuits,  how  oflen  does  the  senti- 
ment to  which  I  have  adverted  rise  up  in  the 
bosom  of  every  man,  and  tempt  him  to  step 
aside  and  do  that  which  the  instinct  of  which  I 
speak  tells  him  is  right?  This  country  cannot 
wrap  herself  up  in  any  such  miserable,  selfish  pol- 
icy as  would  refuse  every  generous  appeal.  This 
country  has  a  mission  to  fulfill.  It  is  a  high  and 
noble  one;  and  though  some  of  us  may  seek  to 
postpone  the  hour,  yet  it  is  rolling  on — destiny 
impels  us  onward,  and  the  time  must  come,  and 
will  come,  when  our  institutions  will  come  in  con- 
flict with  those  of  th%  despotic  Governments  of 
Europe.  The  battle  must  be  fought.  It  would 
require  no  very  great  ingenuity  to  show  by  argu- 
ment that  it  even  may  L>e  sound  policy,  even  in  an 
interested  and  selfisn  point  of  view,  to  interfere 
when  any  great  infraction  of  the  laws  of  nations 
shall  have  been  perpetrated  by  any  of  the  ^eat 
monarchical  Governments.  Tne  laws  of  nations 
are  but  the  laws  of  right,  as  established  by  com- 
mon sense  and  sanctioned  by  hommi  reason;  and 
when  these  laws  are  violated  and  trampled  down 
Hy  uie  strong  arm  of  power,  it  is  the  duty  alike 
of  nations  and  of  individuals  to  prot^t  against 
the  outrage. 

It  is  not  necesssuy  that  I  should  refer  here  to  par- 
ticular cases.  I  have  not  the  time.  But  it  is  both 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  Grovernment  to  lay  down 
her  broad  and  general  principles  of  right,  and  to 
protest  against  the  wroru^;  acRi  if  the  protest  shall 
be  disregarded,  it  will  be  time  sufficient  for  the 
country  to  determine  upon  its  course  when  that 
hour  arrives  and  the  case  presents  itsslf.  But,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  looking  to  the  power  and  the 
future  destiny  of  this  country,  it  is  its  bounden 
duty,  in  the  position  which  it  occupies  on  the 
theatre  of  the  world,  to  protest  at  any  and  every 
and  at  all  timai  against  any  and  every  of  those 
terrible  infractions  of  the  laws  of  nations  that 
may  be  and  sopietimes  are  perpetrated  by  the 
hands  of  power;  and  I  would  protest  against 
them,  no  matter  how  great  or  formidable  may  be 
the  guilty  power.  It  does  not  follbw  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  because  you  protest  against  infrac- 
tions of  the  sort,  you  are  therefore  bound  to  inter- 
vene with  armed  force  upon  all  occasons.  No, 
sir;  you  place  yourself  right  before  the  world  by 
the  protest.  You  give  the  moral  power  of  your 
position  to  the  doctrines  which  you  announce;  and 
if  the  particular  case  does  indeed  require  it,  why 
then  you  can  intervene — aye,  if  necessity  or  honor 
calls,  intervene  by  force  of  arms.  Having  ex- 
hausted the  time  idlotted  tome,  and  thus  hurried- 
ly, rapidly,  and  imperfectly  expressed  my  views, 
Itake  my  seat. 

Mr.  CAMraELL,  of  Ohio.  I  have  not  time 
now  to  reply  to  the  remark*  of  my  colleague, 

iMr.  Disnet;]  I  will,  however,  send  to  the  Clerk's 
iesk  an  extract,  which  I  wish  to  have  read  to  the 
committee,  from  one  who,  though  dead,  yet  liveth, 
I  trust,  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen;  it  is  from 
the  Farewell  Address  of  Washington. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  following  extract: 

"  The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  na  in  retard  to  foreign 
nations,  Is  in  extending  onr  commercial  reraUons,  to  have 
with  them  as  little  political  connection  as  possitrie.  So  far 
as  we  have  already  formed  eneigeroents,  let  them  be  Ail- 
fllled  with  perfect  good  (kith.    Here  let  it  stop. 

**  Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which  to  us  have 
none,  nr  a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  she  must  be  en- 
gagea  in  frequent  controversiep,  the  causes  of  wbieb  are 
essentially  foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it 
miuit  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate  ourselves  by  artificial 
ties,  in  the  ordinary  vicissitude  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordl- 
narv  combinatioas  and  colHsioos  of  her  (Hendships  or  en- 
mities. 

"  Onr  detached  and  distant  situation  invites  and  enables 
OS  to  pursue  a  different  course.  If  we  remain  one  people, 
under  an  efficient  government,  the  period  is  not  (kr  off  when 
we  may  defy  materinl  injury  fVom  external  annoyance; 
when  we  may  take  such  an  attitude,  as  will  cause  the  neu- 
trality we  may  at  any  time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scrupuloutly 
respected ;  when  belligerent  nations,  under  the  impossi- 
btUty  of  making  acquisitions  upon  us,  will  not  hazard  the 
giving  us  provocation ;  when  wf  may  choose  peace  or  war, 
as  our  interest,  guided  by  Justice,  shall  counsel. 

**  Why  fWrego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a  sftnation .' 
Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  fore^n  ground  ?  Why  by 
interweaving  our  destiny  wiui  that  or  any  port  of  Europe, 
entangle  our  peaee  and  prosperity  iii  the  toils  sf  Eonqtean 
amUttoD,  rivaUdiip^  Intareet,  Iuiskm;,  or  cajprieti" 


Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (resuming.)  No  better  ar- 
gument can  be  presentcrtl  by  any  Uving  man,  upon 
the  proposition  just  made  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Disnet,]  than  the  one  which  has  been  read  at  the 
desk.  1  do  not  propose  now  to  add  to  it  a  single 
word.  But  I  do  dfesire  to  understand  from  my 
colleague  flilly  and  unequivocally  the  extent  to 
which  he  proposes  to  so.  I  desire  to  know  from 
him  whether  it  is  his  design  to  advocate  the  doc- 
trine of  intervention,  as  it  has  been  proposed  by 
Louis  Kossuth  in  the  various  speeches  that  he  has 
made  ?  I  desire  to  know  from  iiira  whether  he  in- 
tends to  advocate  the  position  that  this  Govern- 
ment shall  declare  to  Russia,  in  the  event  of  a 
struj^e  between  Hungary  and  Austria,  that  she 
shall  not  interpose;  and  whetlier  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  back  that  declaration  by  war.> 

Mr.  CARTTER  (rising  to  a  question  of  order) 
inquired  whether  the  half  hour  allowed  by  the 
resolution  closing  debate  Kad  not  expired.' 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  it  had  just  ex- 
pired. 

The  resolution  ai*d  the  pending  amendment  were 
then  reported,  as  follows,  viz:  . 

Re$olved^  That  a  commintee  of  Ave  be  appointed  by  tha 
Speaker  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth  and  introduoe  him  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  VENABLE  had  moved  to  atrike  out  all 
after  the  word  **  resolved,**  and  to  insert, 

**  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  invite  locals  Kofsoth 
to  a  privileged  scat  within  the  House.** 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  it  proper, 
under  the  curious  circumstances  under  which  the 
committee  is  now  acting,  to  state,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  the  resolution  which  was 
adopted  in  the  House  this  morning  terminating 
debate  upon  **so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relatea  to  Louis  Kossuth,'*  does  not  apply  to 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  The 
Chair  is  of  that  opinion,  because  tbi&  resolution 
does  not  connect  itself  with  the  message  by  any 
language  which  is  contained  in  it. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  appeal  from  that  decis- 
ion. 

Several  V oicei .    "  You  cannot  jget  the  floor. " 

Mr.  dLINGMAN.    I  have  a  right  to  appeal. 

Loud  cries  of  "Order!"  "Order*.** 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  have  not  y ielded^ 
the  floor,  nor  do  I  design  to  do  so  unless  I  am  de- 
cided to  be  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  made  the  point 
of  order  himself,  and  stated  it  to  the  House,  and 
he  thinks  that  gentlemen  have  a  right  to  appeal « 
The  question  now  is,  "  Shall  the  decision  or  the 
Chair  stand  aa  the  indgment  of  the  committee?*' 
If  the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  overruled,  it 
will  be  regarded  by  the  Chair  as  a  decision  that 
this  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with 
the  pending  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Nortn  Carolina,  is  before  the  committee,  and  that 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  terminating* 
debate  upon  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  Lpuis  Kossuth,  shotdd  bt  applied  to 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON ,  of  Tennessee.  Is  the  appeal 
debatable  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A&the  qnestion  of  order 
on  which  the  appeal  is  takeh  grew  out  of  a  reso- 
lution to  close  aebate,  the  appeal,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  OBil  demanded  tellers  on  the  iq^peal;  which 
were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Venablb  and  Wn.- 
UAMS  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  the  appeal,  and 
the  tellers  reported — ayes  8,  noes  99 — ^no  quorum 
voting. 

Loud  cries  of  "  Call  M  roll  !**  "  Call  the  roll!" 

The  roU  was  then  called,  and  the  absentees 
noted.  The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee [Mr.  JoNBs]  reported  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had 
the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and, 
having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  ordered  the 
roll  to  be  called,  and  instructed  him  to  report  this 
facl  to  the  House,  with  the  names  of  the  altsent- 

CCSfe 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  move  that  the  committee 
Vise, 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geor«:ia,  demanded  tell- 
ers; which  were  ordered,  ana  Messm.  Fowlba 
and  McMuLLur  appointsd. 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  10,  noes  95;  no  quorum  voting. 
[Cries— "Call  the  roll !"  "Call  the  roll !"] 

The  roll  was  again  called  and  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  die  Union, 
having  again  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  had 
caused  the  roll  to  be  called,  and  instructed  him  to 
report  the  facts  to  the  House,  with  the  names  of 
the  absentees. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  mo- 
lion.  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  this  House  resolved  to  adjourn  over  until 
Friday. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  motion  is  now  in  order 
under  the  rules  and  practice  of  this  House.  A 
quorum  of  the  House  bein^  now  present,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  wUl  resume  the  chair. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Rhode  Island.  Would  it  be  in 
order  to  move  a  call  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  No  business  is  now  in  order 
before  the  House. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  before 
the  committee  is  on  the  appeal  taken  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cungmam.] 

Mr.  LETCHER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  to  the  House, 
with  instructions  that  it  pass. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man frohi  Virginia  is  not  now  in  order.  The  ques- 
tion is  upon  the  appeal  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clinoman.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise.  It 
is  getting  late. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  •rder.  It 
is  this:  We  have  just  taken  the  question  upon 
rising,  and  no  business  has  been  done  since.  It 
cannot  be  in  order  to  move  that  same  question 
again  at  this  time. 

The  C  H AIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts is  mistaken. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  committee  rose  for  want  of  a  quorum 
while  there  was  an  appeal  pending. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  moves  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Cartter  and  Brooks  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  52,  noes  85. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  appeal  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  demanded 
tellers;  which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Cartter 
and  Fowler  were  appointed.  * 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  5— and  while  ^he  noes  were  being 
counted — 

Mr.  CLEVELAND  said,  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  the  Chair  to  discharge  his  duties  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  Che  House. 

[Cries  of  •*  Order!"  "  Order!^ 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.    But  I  ask 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"  "Order!"  all 
over  the  House.] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I 
a8k~~— ~~ 

[Cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order!"  and  great  con- 
fusion.] 

The  tellers  then  reported  the  rote  on  the  appeal 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and  there 
were — ayes  5,  noes  89.     No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  Yesterday,  sir,  we  list- 
ened to 

[Criesof"Order!""Order!""  Hear!"  "Hear!" 
and  great  confusion  in  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  call  upon  the  Chair  to 
enforce  the  rule  which  requires  that  every  member 
in  hife  seat  shall  vote. 

[Cries  of  "  Order !"  "  Order !'T 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  find  manj  of  those 
who  were  yesterday  denouncing  the  fnends  of  the 
resolution  as  violators  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
rules,  now  sitting  in  their  seats  and  doin^  that  of 
which  they  accused  those  who  differed  with  them 
is  opinion  merely. 


[Cries  of  "Drier!"  "Order!"  and  great  con- 
fusion.]^ 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  It  is  alike  disgraceful  to 
the  House  and  the  country. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Will  the  genUeman  from 
Connecticut  come  to  order?  Tfo  debate  is  in 
order. 

[Great  noise  and  confusion.] 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.     [Laughter  and  great  confusion.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  that  the  roll  would  be 
called,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  absentees. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  absentees 
noted.  The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  having  found 
itself  without  a  quorum,  had  ordered  the  roll  to 
be  called,  and  instructed  hi^i  to  report  the  facts  to 
the  House,  with  the  names  of  the  absentees. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is.  Shall  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  CHAIR  is  of  the  opinion  that  that  ques- 
tion is  not  now  in  order.  Nothing  has  been  done 
since  the  committee  last  found  itself  without  a 
quorum  upon  the  appeal  taken  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  The  motion  that  the  committee  rise 
has  been  put,  and  therefore  the  question  is  not  now 
in  order. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  would  like  to  make  an  inquiry: 
Have  we  not  a  rule  in  this  House,  that  every 
member  must  vote? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  the  rule  of  the 
House,  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  any  one  forced 
to  vote. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  We  are  not  governed  by 
rules.    You  voted  down  all  rules. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
is,  that  the  resolution  adopted  in  the  House,  ter- 
minating debate  upon  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to, Louis  Kossuth,  is  not  appli- 
cable, and  does  not  stop  the  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lution, which  the  committee  had  before  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Do  I  understand  the 
Chair  that  we  cannot  make  a  motion  to  rise  ? 

The  CHAIR  decides  that  a  motion  was  made 
that  the  committee  rise,  put  and  negatived.  The 
question  then  was  upon  the  appeal.  Upon  that 
question  the  committee  found  itself  without  a  quo- 
rum, and,  nothing  having  been  done  since,  a  mo- 
tion now  that  the  committee  rise  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  If  the  Chair  wiU  pardon  me, 
I  rise  to  make  a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  one  point  of  order 
already  pending. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  beg  the  House 
will  indulge  me  for  a  moment^ 

[Cries  of  "I  object!"  "I  object!"  "I  objecti"] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  to 
the  committee,  if  they  will  indulge  me.  I  will  on 
this  question,  vote  to  mak^a  quorum,  in  order  that 
the  Chair  can  entertain  a  proposition  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.  As  the  case  now  stands  the  motion 
cannot  be  made. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  will  be  again 
taken  by  tellers. 

The  tellers  (Messrs.  Cartter  and  Fowler) 
having  resumed  their  places,  the  question  was  again 
taken,  and  there  were — ayes  35,  noes  99. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
is  overruled,  and  the  committee  determines  that 
the  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  terminating 
debate  and  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  consideration  of  so  much  of  the 
Presideht's. message  as  relates  to  Louis  Kossuth, 
applies  to  and  terminates  debate  iipon  the  question 
now  pending  in  the  Committee  or  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georeia,  demanded  tell- 
ers; which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Meacham 
and  Venable  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  tn^n  taken;  and  there  were 
Bl  ayes  and  83  noes. 

So  the  committee  reAised  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  is  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Vsmablb,]  to  strike  out  all 


afler  the  word  "resolved,"  in  the  original  resolu* 
tion,  and  to  insert  the  following,  viz: 

Tbat  the  Speaker  be  auUiorixed  to  invUe  Lonit  RoMUth 
,  to  a  privileged  seat  withia  tbU  Uou«e. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  re* 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  decision  of  tha 
Chair  was  reversed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  roust  remind 
the  gentleman  that  a  motion  to  reconsider  caan^i 
be  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  I  offer  the  foHowiii|f 
amendment  to  the  original  resolution: 

Provided,  Tlwt  by  tfie  adoptioo  of  the  pendinf  re*olatioii 
this  Government  doet  not  depart  fttran  its  loii|-e»tabUilied 
doctrine  of  non-intervention ;  and  doe«  not  intend  to  in> 
dorae  the  docUrine  of  Kowutb,  if  that  doctrine  be  dared 
interference  by  this  Government  with  fbceign  Powers. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  must  ihsist  upon 
it  that  I  am  entitled  to  the  ffoor.  [Laughter.]  At 
the  time  the  question  of  order  was  raisM  I  had  the 
floor,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Venable.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  will  recollect  that  he  was  occu- 
pying the  floor  under  thelialf-hour  rule,  when  he 
was  arrested  in  his  speech,  and  the  committee  de- 
termined that  he  could  not  proceed  under  the  rule. 
Of  course  he  was  cut  oflf,  and  did  not  have  the 
floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the 
Chair,  that  I  distinctly  stat^  at  the  time  that  I 
desired  to  introduce  an  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Tlie  ^tleman  cannot  be 
prevented  hereaAer  from  ofl^enng^his  amendment. 
He  is  certainly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  not 
entided  to  the  floor,  as,  under  the  time  which  was 
assigned  before,  the  half  hour  had  expired.  The 
genUeman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Churchwbll] 
offers  his  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
junendment  relating  to  Kossuth,  and  the  doctrinee 
he  has  maintained,  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
amendment  which  I  oflfer  is  intended  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose 
the  proposition  to  welcome  Kossuth;  but  I  oo  de- 
sire to  inform  him  that  in  giving  this  welcoaie 
Congress  does  not  intend  to  indorse  the  views 
which  he  seems  to  entertain.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dismcr,]  while  he  de- 
clares himself  to  be  m  favor  of  direct  interference 
by  Uiis  Government,  asks  if  we  are  afraid  to  en- 
counter the  spectre  of  non-interference  in  our  path. 
I  can  answer  that  gentleman — ^we  have  no  fear, 
nor  have  the  people  f  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
They  are  the  people  of  Jackson-— liberal, generous/^ 
and  brave.  Nor  am  I,  sir*  to  be  frightened  from 
the  path  of  duty.  I  come  with  Uberal  views,  and 
when  I  say  that  m^  heart  is  full  of  sympathy  for 
those  who  struggle  in  the  Old  World  for  a  chanee 
of  government,  and  manif^st^a  desire  to  adopt  the 
institutions  under  which  we  have  grown  prosper- 
ous and  powerful,  I  only  express  the  fe^ngs  of 
my  people.  We  should  be  g^iad  to  see  the  institu- 
tions wnich  we  so  much  prize,  and  which  are  so 
dear  to  us,  established  throughout  the  civilized 
world.  But  while  we  entertain  these  views  and 
are  animated  by  these  feeliiigs,  I  do  not  feel  pre- 
pare to  go  the  length  which  Kossuth  seems  to 
desire.  I  am  not  willing  to  see  resolutions  adopted 
by  this  Assembly  touching  the  great  question  of 
intervention,  without  expressing  my  dissent. 

There  are  no  people  wno  are  more  generous  in 
their  feelings  than  tnose  that  I  have  &t  honor  to 
represent;  but  while  they  would  be  willing  to  wel- 
come the  distinguished  Hungarian,  they  would  not 
agree  that  he  should  be  the  recipient  of  the  nation  *a 
honor  if  by  that  honor  gentlemen  mean  to  indorse 
his  views.  The  high  position  of  eur  Republic  de- 
mands that  we  do  not  compromise  its  dignity. 
The  teachings  of  that  man  who  is  without  a  model, 
the  immortal  Washington,  who  speaks  to  us  from 
yonder  canvas  as  though  animate  with  life — the 
recollection  of  JsFrEasoN,  the  sagacious  states- 
man— the  memory  of  Jackson,  who  rests  ip  the 
bosom  of  his  mother  earth  at  the  Hermitage  in  tnj 
own  native  State,— forbid  us  to  take  a  step  whica 
has  no  parallel  in  the  records  of  the  history  of  our 
country. 

Kossuth  asks,  yea,  demands  the  aid  of  the 
young  American  giant  in  bis  behalf.    Sir,  for  such 
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direet  interfemace  I  am  not  prepared,  nor  are  the 
Amcnean  people.  We  hare  advanlSed  to  the  high 
Biation  we  now  occupy,  commanding  respect  both 
•I  home  and  abroad,  by  adhering  to  our  Constitu- 
tioD  and  respecting  the  prece|;>t8  of  the  sages  who 
framed  it.  Sir,  suppose  we  gtre  him  our  sympa- 
tiii^  as  it  was  gtven  tour  years  ago  to  the  French 
i—pk,  who  it  was  supposed  were  anxious  to  en- 
j9f  ftte  institatioas,  will  you  not  bestow  it  un- 
vQrthilv?  Grant  that  you  give  him  the  nation's 
msnttiiy,  give  him  men,  gire  him  moiiev — for 
ucsCiesar  he  demands  them— ^nd  who  can  u>resee 
the  result?    May  we  not  expect  to  behold  in  a  few 

Srs  the  iWMi  tgfclacit  of  Kossuth  being  crowned 
peror  of  theRepubhe  of  Hungary?  We  gave 
sor  nrmpathy  to  the  French  people.  Bonaparte 
is  a  Republican  Emf>eror.    France  is  not  fVee. 

We  are  happj  and  independent.  We  have  al- 
vaysreeo^izea  theleeling  of  independence  where- 
erer  manifested,  and  ^ven  it  our  countenance 
wi^Mmt  interference.  And  -,  sir,  let  us ,  for  the  high 
lenect  we  entertain  for  the  honored  dead,  pause, 
AM  consider  the  step  we  are  now  invited  to  take. 
For  myself,  1  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the 
rasohition  unamended;  and  I  am  unwilling  that  it 
■ItoUso  to  diecountry,  especially  ailer  the  eloquent 
■pcecn  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Onio,  [Mr.  Disnet,] 
ia  fiivor  of  direct  international  interference,  with- 
out the  expression  of  my  dissent.  Kossuth  has 
beeo  honored  on  his  way  to  the  capital.  More 
fintuaate  than  most  men  m  adversity,  he  has  been 
tdm  by  the  hand  and  welcomed  by  our  distin- 
{tBshcd  men;  grey-headed  men — men  who  have 
l^own  up  with  the  Republic,  and  whose  heads  are 
crowned  with  laurels  ror  services  in  def<^ceof  the 
iwc  of  liberty jn  their  country,  have  taken  him 
by  the  hand  and  given  him  a  nearty  welcome  to 
on  shores.  The  Empire  City  has  done  him  honor. 
Hm  roar  of  the  American  cannon  has  scarcely  died 
■way  that  announced  his  arrival .  What  more  can 
ke  Bsk  ?  It  yi  true  he  has  been  unfortunate  in  the 
eofltroveisy  at  home;  but  are  we  prepared  to  un- 
^cfteke  to  restore  him  ?  The  Bourbons  were  long 
osi  of  power. 

There  seems  to  be  a  strange,  wild  inihtuation 
pcrvaiiiig  this  assembly.  Indeed,  sir,  I  am  at  a 
Imb  to  conjecture  -from  what  political  wardrobe 
have  dressed  themselves  within  the  last 
I  wdl  recollect  that  before  I  had  the 
upon  this  floor,  there  were  resolu- 
[  here  proposing  to  furnish  "mate- 
"  (br  the  Mexican  war,  in  which  our  own 
I  justly  engaged.  Sir,  there  are  ^n- 
who  voted  against  those  resolutions 
r  ths  advocates  of  that  which  is  before 
SL  %ImI  a  license  to  speak  freely  on  this  sub- 
jMftaase,  with  others  of  both  the  Senate  and 
^Bmfft  have  unit^  to  give  a  banquet  in  hon- 
sr  WktMnguished  stranger. 

{Bbtihe  chairman's  hammer  felt,  to  intimate 
thatlttjajsittepMui's  Ave  minutes  had  expired.] 

flk  jBftBSELXi.  I  desire  to  say  one  word  upon 
tfcrswirtiHi  III  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
h  ii  ISO  indefinite,  and  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  I 
to  vote,  uid  still  intend  to  vote  for  the 
resolution,  or  something  like  it — design- 
shnpty  to  render  an  act  of  courtesy  to 
1  moividual— nothing  more,  nothing 
thii  explanation  to  go  forth  to  the 
,  that  in  voting  for  the  resolution  I  mean  to 
sag  more  than  I  have  stated.  But  1  am 
frea  to  say,  slIso,  that  Louis  Kossuth  has  advanced 
sssM  doctrmea  here  which  I  am  not  prepared  to 
aaclioB.  While  I  make  this  declaration,  however, 
I  sdmil  he  has  advanced  other  doctrines  and  prin- 
dplss  ia  rc«ird  to  intervention  and  non-interven- 
tio«,  vhidil  am  willing  to  indorse.  I  believe  in 
^  light  to  aet  precisely  as  Kossuth  seems  to  de- 
sire it  should.  1  am  witling,  when  the  time  comes 
thtt  makes  it  necessary,  be  it  sooner  or  later,  that 
oorQovemment  shoum  make  such  declaration  for- 
■aJly  as  Kossuth  desires.  But  the  tftne  has  not 
nnaici,  and  there  is  nothing  existing  which  calls  for 
iu  I  an  willing  to  pass  the  naked  re^lution, 
dwrefore,  not  coupBng  it  with  any  conditions,  ex- 
phinatisMB,  or  muMcations.  Whenever  the  occa- 
noB  aiiites  i  trust  it  may  never  come — which 
vffi  nake  it  important  or  necessary  for  our  Gov- 
anBimt  to  miJte  such»  a  declaration  as  Kossuth 
wooU-have  os  to  make  now,  and  to  follow  up  that 
dednslMni  with  war;  if  it  is  necessary,  I  am  ready 
imk*,  B«t  Ihia  anMindment  is  too  indefinite;  and 
I  shsvU  not  ItBOW  what  I  was  voting  for  or  against 
a  Iltliw  llmt  ameadrntnt.    What  is  the  weQ- 


established  doctrine  and  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  non-intervention  ?  Can  that  gen- 
tleman teU  me  ?  It  would  require  many  pages  and 
almost  a  volume  to  tell  us,  what  is  the  principle 
of  this  Government  in  regourd  to  non-intervention. 
Again,  what  is  the  doctrine  of  Kossuth  in  regard 
to  this  subject?  The  hints  he hna  thrown  out  are 
entirely  too  crude  for  me  to  form  any  very  accu- 
rato  and  definite  notions  as  to  his  own  ideas  upon 
this  subject.  If  that  amendment  be  adopted,  as  it 
now  suuids,  who  shall  say  that  we  are  authorized 
to  interfere  even  with  the  aflfairs  of  this  continent  ? 
Suppose  that  Endand,  France,  or  any  other  for- 
eign Power,  should  attempt  to  subjugate  Mexico, 
would  we  not  be  estopped  from  interfering  in  such 
a  case,  if  we  were  to  adopt  that  amendment  ?  I 
say  again,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  is  too 
indefinite;  and,  in  voting  upon  it,  I  should  not 
know  what  I  was  voting  for  or  against. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.} 

Cries  of  «*  auestion !"  "  auestion  !" 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Wew  York.  Mr.  Chair- 
man—— 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  debate  is  in 
order. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  ofifer 
an  amendment  to  the  original  resolution. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carohnfii>[Mr.  Yen- 
able]  was  a  substitute  for  tlie  one  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Caetter.]  The 
genUeman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Churchwkll] 
proposes  to  amend  the  original  resolution.  It  is 
perfectly  in  order  to  perfect  the  original  resolution 
before  the  question  is  put  upon  a  substitute. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  That  is  precisely  what  I  intend 
to  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  An  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Crvrchwell]  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  ofifer  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

And  ttiat  laid  committee  be  instnieted  to  infonn  Lonit 
Kovutb  (when  they  tball  wait  opon  him)  that  the  lettled 
policy  of  this  Government  ia :  "  Friendflh4>  with  all  nsticms 
^^ntangling  allianoes  with  none.'* 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  would  suggest  to  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Churchwbll,]  that  he  withdraw  his 
amendment,  and  let  the  question  be  taken  upon 
the  amendment  of  my  other  colleague,  [Mr.  Har- 

RltJ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  cannot  be  done  ex- 
cept by  unanimous  consent. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  I  move  to  insert  my 
amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Churchwell.] 

Mr.  HARRIS  said:  The  whole  course  of  Kos- 
suth since  he  reached  our  shores  has  been  char- 
actorized  by  an  amount  of  candor  and  frankness 
that  is  at  least  worthy  of  our  imitation.  Imme- 
diately upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  an- 
nounces distinctly  the  mission  upon  which  he 
comes.  He  tells  you  plainly  that  he  comes  not 
for  the  purpose  of  partaking  of  your  empty  hos- 
pitalities or  your  emptier  compliments,  but  that  he 
comes  in  the  character  of  a  political  propagsuidist — 
upon  a  political  mission.  He  comes  to  ask  this 
Qovemment  to  interfere  in  the  struggles  that  are 
^ing  on  in  Europe;  and  after  having  thus  dis- 
tinctly announced  to  you  his  object,  it  is  but  natu- 
ral that  he  should  construe  every  act  of  courtesy 
that  you  extend  to  him,  as  an  indorsement  of  that 
object;  at  all  events,  it  is  quite  clear  that  he  does  so 
construe  them.  If  gentlemen  doubt  this,  I  refer 
them  to  his  speech  at  New  York:  in  noticing  the 
passage  in  the  Senate  of  the  resolution  of  welcome, 
ne  said  "  that  it  was  said  that  the  passage  of  this 
resolution  had  no  political  meaning;  but  that  he 

KNEW  THAT  IT  HAD.*' 

Indeed,  sir,  if  this  resolution  passes  without  my 
amendment,  while  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
(rotn  Ohio,  [Mr.  Disket,!  and  the  speeches  of 
other  gentlemen  in  favor  of  intervention  are  ring- 
ing in  his  ears,  what  can  he  understand  from  it  but 
a  declaration  in  favor  of  that  policy  ? 

Sir,  in  my  opinion  the  time  has  come  when  we 
should  understand  ourselves,  and  let  Kossutli,  the 
country,  and  the  civilized  world,  understand  pre- 
cisely now  far  we  do  intend  to  go  in  this  matter. 
If  it  is  the  intontion  of  the  House  to  commit  it- 
self to  the  policy  of  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
other  Qovemments,  vote  down  the  amendment 
that  I  have  prpposed,  and  let  Kossuth  and  the 


country  understand  that  we  no  longer  adhere  to 
that  principle  of  non-intervention  taught  us  by  a 
Washington  and  a  Jefferson.  But  if,  upon  the 
other  hand,  it  is  intended  to  pay  Kossuth  a  mere 
personal  compliment,  without  indorsing  the  policy 
that  he  urges  upon  us,  then  adopt  the  amendment 
that  I  have  offered,  and  deal  fairly,  candidly,  and 
honestly  with  him,  with  the  country,  and  with 
yoarselves.  .   ^ 

For  myself,  I  desire  to  say,  that  while  1  am  as 
ready  as  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  to  extend 
to  Kossuth  a  personal  compliment,  I  am  equally 
ready  to  resist  to  the  last  extremity  upon  this  floor, 
any  attempt  to  commit  this  Government  to  the 
desertion  of  that  principle  of  non-intervention  which 
we  have  cherished  from  the  earliest  infancy  of  our 
Government  up  to  this  hour.  And  if  gentlemen  in* 
t«id  no  more  than  a  personal  compliment,  why 
should  they  object  to  tne  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment, which  tells  him  plainl]^  and  frankly,  thut 
that  is  what  we  intend — that  it  is  all  we  intend } 
His  frankness  with  us  demands  at  least  tbii  much 
at  our  hands. 

It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Disnet,]  and  others,  ihki  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention was  a  very  proper  one  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Gk>vernment  when  an  infant  Republic, 
but  not  so  now  when  we  have  grown  to  be  a  great 
and  powerful  nation. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  principles  and 
policy  which  were  then  necessary  for  the  healthful 
development  of  the  genius  and  powers  of  the  young 
repubhc,  are  equally  necessary  now,  to  protect  the 
strength  and  purity  of  that  Grovemipent  when 
grown  great  and>  powerful;  and  if  this  principle 
was  worthy  of  our  adoption  then— and  experience 
has  sanctioned  its  utility  from  that  time  to  the 
present — it  is  certainly  worthy  of  onr  maintenance, 
now  and  hereafter. 

If,  then,  the  House  intends  to  do  no  more  than 
pay  to  Louis  Kossuth  a  personal  compKment,they 
will  join  me  in  adopting  this  amendment,  and  in 
paying  that  compliment.  But  if  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  House  to  do  more  than  this,  let  them  vote 
down  the  amendment,  and  Kossuth  and  the  coun- 
try will  understand  it  as  a  declaration  upon  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  a^nst  that  great  and  vital  principle 
of  non-intervention  upon  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  affairsofotner  governments,  bequeatHai 
to  us  as  a  rich  and  last  poUtical  legacy  by  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  prolonging  this  discussion,  or,  at  least,  for  the 
purpose  of  following  the  vein  of  discussion  sought 
to  be  introduced  here  by  the  amendment  of  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Harris.]  The  great 
mistake  in  his  position,  in  connection  with  the 
resolution  that  has  been  offered,  is  the  identifying 
of  the  line  of  political  and  national  action  with  the 
subject  of  the  resolution.  Now  I  protest,  as  I  did 
when 4  offiered  the  resolution,  that  tiie  committee 
should  perform  the  naked  ofllce  that  it  professes  to 
perform — that  it  should  not  be  incumbered  with 
the  doctrines  of  intervention  or  non-intervention. 
While  I  would  not  wish  to  see  ingrafted  upon  it 
the  doctrine  of  intervention,  I  protest  against  in- 
grafUng  upon  it  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  ask  him  a  single  question  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Can  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman's colleague  [Mr.  Disnet]  be  understood 
by  Kossuth  or  the  country  in  any  other  con- 
nection?    '  

Mr.  CARTTER.  They  can  understand  just 
as  much  fr<yn  the  speech  of  my  colleague  as  from 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Harris,]  that  neither  of  them  rep- 
resents the  sentiments  of  the  entire  American  peo- 
ple, and  neither  of  them  represents  the  sentiments 
of  the  entire  House  of  Representatives !  That 
is  what  they  will  understand.  They  will  un- 
derstand just  as  much  by  it  as  if  the  senti- 
ment had  been  uttered  by  any  other  gentleman. 
But  one  thing  has  been  said  which  is  Intimate  to 
the  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Harris.]  That  gentleman  says  that  Louis 
Kossuth  repudiates  the  honors  we  are  about  to 
pay  to  him.  Now,  I  look  in  vAin  for  any  such 
avowal  upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Kossuth.  It  can* 
not  be  found  in  any  of  his  speeches.  But,  on 
Uie  other  hand,  every  speech    he   has  uttered 
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breathes  a  spirit  of  pure  derotion  to  the  great 
principles  of  this  nation,  and  pure  devotion  to  the 
great  American  character,  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  gratitude  in  the  receipt  of  American  no* 
tice.  That  is  the  inference  wnich  I  draw  from  all 
he  has  said;  and  F proposed  the  resolution  in  the 
first  place,  and  I  support  it  now,  because  I  regafd 
it  as  inrolving  considerations  only  personal  to 
Kossuth,  although  I  protest  that  the  resolution 
was  nst  ofiered  with  a  view  of  settling  the  prin- 
ciple of  intervention  or  non*intervention.  Yet 
it  does  incorporate  the  sentiment  of  the  American 
heart,  that  it  sympathizes  always  and  everywhere 
with  the  sentiment  of  liberty;  and  that  it  sympa- 
thizes always  with  every  person  who  may  be  in- 
volved in  the  misfortunes  of  oppression.  Now, 
that  is  the  real  soul  of  the  resolution;  and  I  hope 
the  friends  of  it,  whatever  may  be  their  feelings 
in  relation  to  intervention  or  non-intervejition, 
will  suflfer  this  simple  (ribi^,  thus  unincumbered, 
to  go  forth  from  this  Hall  without  attempting  to 
ingraft  upon  it  the  principle  of  non-intervention. 
I  shall  vote  against  the  amendment. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  now  being  on  the  amendment  t>f 
the*  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Harris]  to 
the  amendment  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Churcb- 
IV Eu.,]  tellera  were  demanded  ami  ordered,  and 
Messra.  Clinoman  and  Hall  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  82,  noes  53. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  was  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  called  for  tellers; 
which  were  ordered,  and  Messn.  Psmi  and  Hun- 
ter appointed. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  there  were — ayes 
71,  noes  77. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  not  agreed 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  amend  the  original  reso- 
lution by  inserting  after  the  word  "Kossuth,**  the 
words  **  and  his  associates  in  exile.** 

Mr.  C.  said:  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
•tood  that  I  intend  to  \  ote  for  the  original  resolu- 
tion ;  but  at  the  same  time  my  sympaUiietf  are  not 
confined  to  the  distinguished  chieftain.  Whilst 
we  remember  the  epaulettes,  let  us  not  forget  the 
knapsack.  Whilst  I  admire  Louis  Kossuth  as 
much  as  any  man  upon  this  floor,  my  sympathies 
do  not  stop  there.  I  admire  also  those  <ff  his  ^• 
lent  assocmtes  who  are  now  in  this  city  with  him; 
and  I  contend  that  it  would  be  a  peraonal  indig- 
nity to  those  brave  men  to  confine  ounr  invitation 
to  the  distinguished  individual  whose  name  now 
stands  alone  in  tbe  resolution.  If  you  wiU  revert 
to  the  language  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
last  Congress,  you  will  see  that  Kossuth  and  his 
mnocitttu  in  exile  were  invited  to  come  to  our 
shores.  They  are  here  to-day;  and  shall  we  make 
a  distinction  between  them  ?  I  offer  this  resoluuon 
in  good  faith.  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted.  I  trust 
that  when  Kossuth  is  admitted  to  this  Hall,  his 
companions  in  exile  will  be  admitted  likewise. 
Whatever  inference  might  be  drawn  from  my 
Yotes  upon  this  resolution  since  its  introduction,  i 
have  stated  in  private  conversation  long  since,  that 
although  I  was  willing  that  Kossutli  should  be 
admitted  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  I  yet  repudiated 
his  doctrine.  I  repudiate  it  to-day.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  asked  **  Who 
is  afraid  of  Kossuth's  speeches  ?**  I  answer.  Not 
I.  I  am  not  afraid  or  Kossuth's  elo<{uence  or 
power.  He  may  go  into  my  own  district  and 
promulgate  his  doctrine  there.  ^  If  my  people 
choose  to  indorae  it,  let  them  do  it;  but,  A>r  one,  I 
will  not. 

I  havp  voted  throughout  for  the  resolution  to  in- 
troduce Kossuth  into  this  Hall.  I  want  his  doc- 
trine to  be  promulgated  here  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  American  people.  Let 
them  hear  it  from  his  own  lips.  I  understood  it 
when  he  landed  at  New  York;  but  when  I  told 
Kossuth  *s  friends  that  he  entertained  such  opin- 
ions, they  denied  it.  I  was  in  hopes  that  Kossuth 
would  be  allowed  to  speak  here,  and  that  our 
Speaker,  in  receiving  him,  would  have  so  addressed 
him  as  to  have  required  him  to  be  explicit  in  his 
answer.  Thus  his  doctrine  would  have  been  dis- 
seminated through  the  land  without  the  possibility 
of  its  being  misrepresented. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  N UBERS.    I  had  not  the  most  distant  idea 


in  the  beginning  of  this  discussion  that  I  should 
trespass  for  a  single  moment  ufmn  the  attention  of 
the  committee.  I  had  intendea  to  content  myself 
with  my  vote,  to  explain  to  my  constituents  and 
the  country  my  views  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
I  will  say,  however,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  every  single  syllable  that  I  have  heard 
urged  against  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion has  only  tended  to  confirm  me  in  the  belief 
that  it  is  rignt  and  just  and  proper  that  we  should 
adopt'it  in  the  form  in  whicn  it  was  first  presented 
to  us.  What  has  been  said  in  opposition  to  it? 
Every  word  which  has  been  said  in  opposition  to 
it  has  been  baaed  upon  an  assumption  which  does 
not  apply  to  the  resolution.  Has  anybody  here 
proposed  intervention  ?  No,  sir;  and  it  would  be 
just  as  proper  to  charge  those  who  oppose  this 
resolution  with  being  the  apologmts  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia — aye,  sir,  with  being  the  apologists 
of  the  bloody  butcher  l^aynau,,as  it  is  to  charge 
the  friends  ofthis  resolution  with  desiring  to  plunge 
the  country  into  a  war  of  intervention. 

Again,  let  me  ask  who  will  be  offended  at  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  ?  Will  it  oflfend  any- 
body whose  good  opinion  we  now  have  ?  No,  sir. 
It  may  offend  the  iron-hearted  despots  of  Europe; 
but  do  they  love  us  now?  Did  they  ever  love  us? 
They  would  have  strangled  us  in  our  infancy  if 
they  could*  They  would  do  it  now  if  it  was  in 
their  power. 

Now,  I  desire  to  make  a  kind  of  home  applica- 
tion of  this  matter.  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
that  gallant  and  ma^animoos  constituency,  the 
firat  Congressional  district  of  the  glorious  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  I  undertake  to  say  that  there  is 
not  a  man  or  a  woman  in  that  district  who  would 
not  welcome  Kossuth  to  their  roofs  and  their  fire- 
sides. And  what  would  they  say  to  him  ?  Would 
they  say  to  him,  "  Mr.  Kossuth,  we  are  sorry  that 
Haynau  did  not  butcher  you  and  your  wife*'? 
Would  they  tell  him  that  it  would  have  been  well 
for  the  world  if  Haynau  had  butchered  him  and 
his  wife  and  children?  Would  they  talk  in  that 
way?  No,  sir;  not  in  my  country.  [Laughter.] 
They  would  tell  him  that  they  regjretted  the  fotal 
calamity  that  overtook  the  Hungarian  cause.  But 
would  they  put  on  their  knapsacks  the  next  morn- 
ing and  ^  to  Hungary  to  nght  for  her?  I  think 
not.  And  yet  gentlemen  tell  us  that  if,  after  adopt- 
in;^  a  resolution  of  welcome  to  Kossuth,  we  now 
raise  a  committee  to  carry  out  that  resolution,  the 
construction  will  be  pot  on  it  that  we  are  prepared 
to  take  up  our  arms  and  go  to  war  for  the  Hunga- 
rian cause.  I  repeat  again  that  every  syUable  I 
have  heard  orgid  against  this  resolution  is  based 
upon  a  false  assumption.  In  other  words,  you 
build  up  a  man  of  straw  and  then  knook  him 
down.    [Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

rCries  of  «•  Go  on !"  *•  Go  on !"] 

The  question  was  then  taken  o^  Mr.  Cobb's 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DEAN  moved  to  amend  the  reaohition  by 
striking  out  the  words  **  the  Speaker, "and  insert- 
ing in  ueu  thereof  **  this  House,"  so  as  to  make 
it  read, 

R§$ol9edf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  this 
HnuM  to  wall  upon  Looia  KoMotti  and  introduce  lUm  to 
tbe  House  or  Representatives. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  The  point  I  make  is,  that  this  being 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of-  the 
l/nion,  we  have  no  right  to  change  the  power 
which  appoints  the  committees  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  committee  can  do 
nothing  final.  Whatever  is  done  here  nfUst  go  to 
the  House,  and  one  of  the  standing  rules  of  the 
House  is,  that  all  committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker,  tmlen  oikirwise  ordered  hif  the 
Houae,  The  Chair  therefore  thinks  the  amend- 
ment in  order. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  and 
shall  vote  for  the  original  resolution,  and  should 
not  have  offered  this  amendment  were  it  not  per- 
fectly evident,  from  what  we  have  seen  in  this  city 
and  the  action  of  this  House,  that  there  is  an  or- 
ganized opposition,  who  are  determined  not  only 
to  defeat  tnis  resolution,  but,  if  possible,  to  offer 
insult  and  indignity  to  the  illustrious  guest  of  the 
nation.  Any  man  who  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
Louis  Kossuth  yesterday,  and  saw  him  received 
in  the  capital  of  the  country  by  a  crowd  of  boys 
and  three  shabby  carriages,  with  a  sin^e  pair  of 
crow-be-spoken  horses  harnessed  to  each  of  tnem—  I 
(much  laughter)— I  Bay»  that  any  one  who  wit-  U 


nessed  that  disgraceful  scene,  that  miseimble  a^l* 
ogy  for  a  nuBtic  reception,  and  who  has  aeen  the 
conduct  or  a  portion  of  this  Hoa8e«  must  be  |ier^ 
fectly  satisfiea  that  there  is  reason  for  proposing 
this  amendment. 

We  have  witnessed  here  a  deliberate  attempt, 
which  has  been  for  two  days  systematieaUy  per- 
sisted in  by  a  factious  minority,  to  defeat  the  will 
of  a  majority  of  this  House;  and  I  for  one*  want 
that  the  whole  action  of  this  body  should  go  forth 
before  the  people  of  this  country,  that  they  may 
understand  who  it  is  that  thus  endeavors  to  thwskrt 
their  will,  and  from  what  quarter  this  moven»eat 
proceeds.    There  is  another  thing  which  mskkea  it 
proper  that  this  amendment  should  be  ofiered-^ 
and  that  is  the  hypocritical  conduct  of  the^preaeni 
National  Administration  toward  Louis  Koseutk, 
The  President,  after  having,  by  directioA  of  Con- 
gress, sent  a  national  ship  to  bring  him  io  our 
shores;  after  naming  hnn  in  bis  annual  me—age, 
and  directing  the  attention  of  Congress  to  his  ex- 
pected arrival — calling  him  in  that  message.  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth;  after  havine  sent  a  special  mes- 
senger to  New  York,  with  the  resolution  so  unan- 
imously passed  by  this  Congress,  wetcoming  him 
as  the  nation's  guest,  and  thus  impliedly  inviting 
him  here,  we  now  find  that  the  organ  and  tho 
friends  of  the  Administration  are  secretly  atiU»lHog 
him  to  the  heart,  and  attempting,  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  to  give  him  a  cool  reception — ^tnd 
they  have  thus  far  succeeded.    But4he  people  of 
this  country,  when  they  come  to  underataod  it, 
will  indignantly  frown  upon  this  conduct,  snd  ^U 
by  their  action  reverse  the  decision  which  hmm  led 
to  this  reception.    For  these  reasons,  sir,  1  want 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  friends  of  Koasuth, 
or  the  majority  of  this  House — not  a  oonmtutioe 
who  will  go  to  him  and  say,  **  We  come  ta  per- 
form an  unwilling  duly  '* — out  a  committee  who, 
with  warm  hearts,  will  rejoice  to  welcome  aad  in- 
troduce the  representative  of  free  principles  in 
Europe  to  the  representatives  of  the  oniy  free 
Government  in  the  worid.    Let,  then ,  the  fiisfMis  of 
Hungary,  the  friends  of  universal  fieedomy  tkm 
opponents  of  Russian  interierence  wad  of  Hay- 
nau, be  appointed  on  this  committee  instead  <it€ 
the  friends  or  apologists  of  either. 

I  have  said  I  should  vote  for  the  orktnal  reso« 
lution.  I  shall  do  so,  becaose  I  consider  mys^f 
so  instructed  by  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of 
the  citizens  of  my  State.  The  people  of  the  Gm- 
pire  City — the  commercial  emporium  of  the  whole 
Union — have,  by  their  enthusiastic  reception  of 
Grovemor  Koesuth,  and  the  people  of  the  capital 
of  that  State  have,  at  a  public  meeting,  instructed 
me  to  vote  for  such  a  resolution.  But  I  needed 
no  such  instruction.  I  should  do  it  che«rfuUy, 
from  the  dictates  of  my  own  heart.  No  man 
needs  an  apology  for  voting  for  such  a  pn^>osi- 
tion,  sustained  as  it  is  by  the  voice  of  the  whole 
country;  for  I  had  rather  trust  the  generous  sym* 
pathies — the  spontaneous  sentiment  of  a  fttn  peo- 
ple— than  the  cool  calculations  of  the  shrevdest 
politician. 

[In  the  middle  of  tnis  sentence,  the  Chairman's 
hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  desired  very  mueh,  on 
yesterday,  that  I  should  have  had  an  opportooity 
to  place  my  views  and  opinions  with  regard  to  this 
whole  Kossuth  matter  fairly  before  the  cosntry. 
I  have  only  five  minutes  now,  but  I  fed  disposed 
to  express  those  opinions  in  an  unbridled  nMumer. 
The  pretence — the  hollow  pretence  that  that  reso- 
lution is  merely  designed  for  the  purpose  of  doinf 
honor  to  Kossuth,  has  been  stripped  of  its  planst- 
bility,  and  the  proposition  now  stands  nakedly 
before  the  eaze  of  the  American  people.  My  col- 
league and  friend  from  Tennessee  \Mr.  HAaatsl 
offered  a  proposition  here  in  the  language  of 
Gkorge  Washington,  that  we  are<prepared  to  enter 
into  "friendly  relations  with  all,  entangling  alli- 
ances witlf  none."  That  mvm  a  plain  and  sins|^ 
Sroposition,  that  could  not  have  offended  Lonis 
[ossuth  or  anybody  else,  but  it  was  voted  down 
by  this  committee. 

Sir,  the  assertioD  that  Louis  Kossuth  was  in- 
vited here  as  the  guest  of  the  nati^m  by  the  JMt 
Congress,  is  not  warranted  by  the  records  of  the 
country.  We  found  him  an  exile  from  Hongary, 
having  voluntarily  abandoned  his  high  position  ss 
Governor  of  Hungary,  and  wended  his  way  to  a 
Turkish  prison,  and  we  ofiered  him  an  asylum 
here.  He  lands  upon  otur  ^ores,  and  declares 
that  he  seonui  your  sympathy  unless  yoo  IsUow 
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nf  llMLi  sympathy,  and  declare  to  the  world  ^at 
||«iare  the  propagandUta  of  universal  emancipa- 
an.  That  la  the lan^age  of  Koasuth  in  all  nrs 
^eedies.  He  prodaims  to  you  that  his  country 
■  a  the  attitude  of  a  man  who  is  drowning  in  the 
■irf  on  Che  aea-shore,  and  if  you  delay  assistance 
he  is  lost;  just  so,  he  says,  is  it  with  HtlTigary — 
if  fcn  &it,  or  even  delay  to  decide  this  question 
ia  mvor  of  intervention,  it  is  death  to  her  liberties, 
and  to  the  liberties  of  the  other  European  coun- 
tries. And  yet,  notwithstanding;  this  declaration, 
the  House  and  tho^country  have  n^tnessed  in  New 
York,  Philaddphia,  and  Baltimore,  not  merely  the 
revdiesy'but  men  of  hig;h  character,  and  who  oc- 
eupy  a  hi«^  position  in  the  American  nation,  foU 
tovm^  ^issuth,  and  cheering  him  on,  and  sus- 
tuning  him  by  c^mtributin^  to  a  popular  excite? 
■eot  ansurpaased  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
Evm  now  Whilst  I  am  speaking,  that  popular  ex- 
citeroeot  is  beating  a^inst  the  very  base  of  this 
Gsfntoi,  and  prompting  the  American  people  to 
disregard  thetr  cherished  principles,  and  to  pro- 
ckai  that  they  are  now  in  favor  of  intervention. 
Why,  we  have  ahready  heard  that  doctrine  pro- 
fhJBtpd  in  this  Hall,  and  f  predict  that  in  the  ap- 
jffoaehii^  presidential  canvass,  it  will  be  a  leading 
cienent  innhe  contest. 

Sir,  I  have  been  surprised  to  hear  the  sentiment 
■nered  on  this  floor  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
sad  by  other  gentlemen  in  private  conversation, 
i^t  it  IS  the  duty  of  this  House  to  proclaim  to  the 
vdrid  that  they  are  prepared  to  sustain  the  blood- 
stoned  banner  of  Louis  Kossuth.  For  one,  as  an 
linaMe  representative  on  this  floor — as  an  Ameri- 
cni  dtisen,  I  reject  indignantly  that  blood-stained 
baser.  My  first,  my  last,  my  great,  my  only 
dsty  ii  to  my  own  country.  Louis  Kossuth  seems 
toitMirolid  body,  soul,  and  mind  to  Hungary. 
Mn^  I  aot  imitate  his  example }  May  I  not  go 
Ar«y  own  country?  and  should  I  not  be  a  traitor 
tolfat  eoontry,  and  to  the  blessings  by  which  we 


Wvc  ^^  hammer  fell.^ 
Itr.  DEAN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
Minnr  his  amendment  ? 
tkiCSArRMAN  stated  that  it  could  only  be 
i^feinsni  by  unanimous  consent. 
l4Ml  cries  of  «*  Object  r*] 
j>gyiation  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Deak's 
^MMMi  and  it  was  ivot  agreed  to. 
ttCr'SlVLY,  of  Virginia,  nnoved  the  following 


l%at  nothing  in  this  resolution  eontftined  shall 
~  ss  czpresflve  of  a  design  to  Involve  ourselves 
iHianees  with  fioropean  governments. 

r.-F!CKLIN.    I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  in 
to  this  amendment.    I  inquire  if  this 
at  ia  not  in  substance  tlie  same  as  one 
some  time  a^? 
^CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not  in  the  same  lan- 
|gjy>    IJbelieve  there  is  no  rule  or  practice  of  the 
Bmm  which  says  an  amendment  once  offered 
Mliuttd  down  shall  not  be  again  offered. 
^  ']&  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    It  is  not  the  resolu- 
teii  substance  of  my  nonomble  friend  from  Ten- 
•BMa^  [Mr.  Hasris.}    His  resolution  instruct- 
<i  Ifte  eonunittee,  which  the  ori^nal  resolution 
fttfemA  to  raise,  to  inform  Louis  Kossuth  that 
thi  wtttki  policy  of  this  Government  was,  friend- 
ly fthtions  with  all  nations  and  entangling  alli- 
niwiia  with  none.    This  resolution  difl^ers  fVom  it 
■i  tUs:  it  does  not  say  what  is  our  policy,  but 
eair  declares  a  purpose  upon  our  |>art  to  express 
Wwreceptioar  here  no  design  of  involving  our- 
sowa  in  aUiances.     On  yesterday,  I  took  the 
groviid  that  the  resohition  as  it  stood  did  not  com- 
■ii  snr  .Gk>veniment  to  the  principles  which  he 
^■A  propagating;  but,  sir,  a  change  has  come  over 
dK  spirit  OT  the  dream  of  uovak  of  us.    We  have 
hand  it  avowed  here  to-day  that  intervention  in 
lb  aflbim  might  be  the  policy  of  this  Oov- 
L;  aU  I  eaH  upon  this  committee  now  to 
'  is,  what  I  flsaintained  upon  yesterday,  that 
Mololioii  commits  us  to  nothing  except  the 
ilMVBtt;  of  an  ^  of  Curtesy  to  Kossuth,    i  was 
ef^aiet  t*  chat  xeaolution  on  yesterday  for  some 
t  fluaaA.    I  aaid  on  yesterday  I  was  not 
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willing  to  canonize  any  man  until  death  had  fixed 
its  seal  upon  his  character.  Two  years  aso  if 
Louis  T*?apoleon  had  come  here  there  would  have 
been  somewhat  such  a  demonstration  in  his  favor 
as  there  is  now  in  behalf  of  Kossuth. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BAYLY*  It  was  made  to  some  extent 
without  his  coming,  by  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. Without  the  inspiration  of  his  presence, 
there  was  to  some  extent  a  manifestation  of  this 
unjustifiable  disposition  in  the  American  character 
to  idolize  and  to  prematurely  canonize — for  that  is 
the  expression^-these  European  advocates,  as  they 
are  called,  for  liberty.  I  confess  I  am  no  great 
admirer  of  them.  1  hey  are  too  transcendental  for 
me.  Louis  Napoleon,  who  now  stands  before  the 
world  as  arrant  an  usurper  as  the  world  ever  saw, 
two  years  ago  received  adulation.  If  his  illustrious 
uncle,  when  at  one  period  he  stood  before  the  world 
as  the  friend  of  freedom,  bad  come  here,  and  a 
disposition  had  then  prevailed  which  now  does  to 
go  mad  over  foreigners,  he  would  have  been  dei- 
fied; and  ovations  would  have  been  made  to  him, 
not  surpassed  by  tho^  made  to  Kossuth;  and  yet 
afterwards  he  became  the  scourge  of  humanity.  I 
do  not  wish  to  commit  this  Government  in  any 
respect.  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  have  not  that  ad- 
miration for  those  transcendental  European  advo- 
cates of  liberty  which  I  have  for  those  who  founded 
our  Government  and  gave  it  a  character.  And  I 
am  not  willing.to  abandon  the  policy  of  the  fathers 
of  the  Republic  in  a  fit  of  enthusiasm  for  Kossuth. 
This  amendment  doess  not  undertake  to  say  what 
our  policy  shall  be,  but  it  precludes  the  idfea  that 
it  is  anythin^more  than  what  the  friends  of  the 
resolution  claim  that  it  is — an  act  of  courtesy  that 
commits  us  to  nothing.  And,  I  ask,  who  can  ob- 
ject to  it? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
time  for  disguise  is  gone  by,  and  that  I  should  fail 
to  discliarge  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  constit- 
uents did  1  not  endeavor  to  give  utterance  to  what 
I  believe  to  be  their  views  and  sentiments  upon  this 
question.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  seen  fit  to 
'oppose  this  resohition  for  the  reasons  which  they 
have  assigned  to  the  House  and  the  country,  have 
undoubtedly  represepted  truly  their  consatuents. 
I  differ  from  those  gentlemen.  Whatever  may 
have  been  tlie  policy  of  this  Government  hitherto, 
I  believe  that  the  tim^  has  come,  in  this  nineteenth 
century,  when  the  power  of  this  nation,  with  its 
twenty-five  millions  of  people,  is  not  only  to  be 
felt  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  but  is  to  be  felt  with 
all  the  force  we  can  command.  Two  of  the  coun- 
ties that  compose  the  Congressional  district  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  upon  this  floor,  being 
the  central  counties  of  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  have 
spoken  out  upon  this  subject;  and  while  they,  in 
common  with  the  whole  people  of  this  country, 
understand  the  issue  which  Kossuth  desires  to 
make  in  cominff  here,  they  have,  by  their  resolu- 
tions, instrutted  me  to  say  in  my  place  here  that 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  mission  of  this  man  to  our 
country — so  far  as  relates  to  the  principles  which 
he  maintains,  they  are  prepared  to  declare  not  only 
to  this  Congress,  but  to  the  world,  that  the  time 
has  come  when  the  American  nation,  with  twenty- 
five  millions  of  people,  will  enter  their  protest 
against  such  atrocities  as  characterized  the  inter- 
ference of  Russia  in  the  recent  contest  between 
Hungary  and  Austria.  They  have,  by  their  res- 
olutions, authorized  me  to  say  this;  and  in  saying 
-  it  they  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  precepts 

fiveh  to  us  by  the  Father  of  his  Country.  Pru- 
ential  motives  alone  stimulated  that  illustrious 
man  and  the  patriots  of  his  day  to  recommend  that 
poGcy.  Prudential  motives  authorized  the  pas- 
sage of  the  neutrality  lawii  of  1816,  which  I  desire 
to  see  repealed.  Their  execution  and  construction 
have  made  their  repeal  necessary.  The  condition 
of  the  nation  has  cnanged  since  that  time. 

No  man  who  has  watched  the  signs  of  the  times 
can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  Europe  is  at  this 
time  on  the  very  brmk  of  an  outbreak — an  out- 
break that  will  not  be  confined  to  Hungary  alone. 
And  shall  the  American  Government  and  the 
>  American  people,  whom  ws  represent  upon  this 
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floor,  remain  silent  and  adhere  to  the  policy  of 
non-intervention  ?  As  one  of  the  representative  of 
the  people,  I  declare,  in  my  place  here,  that  what- 
ever quay  be  tli^e  conseouences,  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Qovernmeht,  if  there  should  be  another  outbreak  jt\ 
Hungary,  to  say  tp  the  Autocrat  of  Russia  thatne 
^aTl  hot  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  beating  down 
the  flaff  of  freedom.  We  are  determined  to  see 
a  fair  fight.  Whatever  may  be  the  consequences 
of  that  act,  I  take  upon  myself  to  say  that  one 
hundred  thousand  freemen  from  the  central  district 
of  Ohio  are  prepared  to  back  me  in  the  sentiments 
which  I  express  to-day.  If  I  was  authorised  tq 
speak  for  the  whole  Arnerican  people,  and  had  the 
voice  of  ARTicDLATit  THUNDER,!  would  tell  ihfe  des- 
potic Governments  of  Europe  that  henceforth  in 
contents  for  liberty — where  constitutional  freedom 
has  been  trampled  under  foot,  there  must  be  no 
such  interference  as  there  has  been  in  the  past. 
And,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  responsibilities  that 
attach  to  this  declaration,  I  will  no  longer  remain 
silent.  I  will  pledge  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
my  Btate  that  I  am  authorized  to  represent,  that 
they  will,  when  the  time  comes,  protest  against  the 
interference  of  Russia  in  another  contest  in  Hun- 
gary for  liberty.  I  say  this  in  the  Capitol  of  the 
union.  I  hope  that,  if  Louis  Kussuth  takes  the 
trouble  to  read  the  debates  here,  he  will  find  that 


Ohio,  in  this  contest,  is  not  only  prepared  to  do 
him  this  simple  act  of  courtesy,  but  is  also  pre^ 
pared  to  say  to  the  world  that  we  are  here  to-<Iay 
for  the  purpose  of  representing  the  people  of  this 
courtlfy,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of^  representing 
the  Autocrat  of  Russia  or  the  other  despotic  Pow- 
ers of  Europe. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Buf  if^  in  any  great  emergency,  die  Government  of  the, 
United  Stafes  can  secure  the  Htterties  of  Europe,  by  pre^' 
venting  the  intervention  of  iie«p<Mie  powers,  Utitf  Govern- 
meat  will  not  refiite  to  maintain  the  laws  of  natioas  bj 
any  practicable  exertion  of  iui  power. 

Mr.  S.  said:  My  pbject  in  oifering  this  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  js  to  do  what  I  am  sure  1  shall  have  no 
other  opportunity  of  doing,  to  express  my  opin- 
ion in  iavor  of  the  original  resolution  without  any 
amendment  whatever, 

I  am  opposed  to  any  declaration  in  connection 
with  this  resolution  or  the  disposition  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, either  to  interfere  in  European  affairs,  or 
not  to  interfere.  My  disposition  is  in  conformity 
with  that  of  the  mover  or  the  resolution — that  ia, 
to  pass  a  simple  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  rec- 
ognizing a  great  principle — a  principle  that  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  our  Government,  and  all  free 
gpvernments-^by  doing  honor  to  Louis  Kossuth. 
But  while  I  am  disposed  to  do  this,  apart  from, 
any  declaration^  I  am  prepared  to  say  at  the  same 
time,  that  I  believe  the  propositions  made  to  the 
American  people  by  Governor  Kossuth,  are 
worthy  of  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  America^ 
Government.  I  do  not  think  it  improbable  that 
the  time  will  come,  and  is  near  at  hand,  when 
every  man  in  this  House  will  be  pres>ared  to  tak^  . 
the  position  which  Governor  Kossuth  at  this  time 
advises,  requests,  and  b^  the  American  people 
to  take.  Now,  what  is  the  condition  of  Europe? 
An  armed  force  of  two  millions  of  men  hqlding  in 
subjection  three  hundred  millions  of  people.  You 
see  that,  by  the  will  of  a  single  man,  some  of  the 
greatest  men — some  of  the  purest  patriots  in  Eu- 
rope are  sent  to  the  dungeon  without  law.  You  . 
see  the  constitution  of  a  great  nation  struck  down 
and  trampled  under  foot.  You  see  Thiers,  Ca- 
vaisnac,  and  other  distinguished  men,  legitimists 
and  republicans,  gent  to  prison  by  the  will  of  a 
single  man;  and  fffi  state  of  things  is  maintained 
in  Europe  by  two  millions  of  armed  men  against 
three  hundred,  millions  of  people.  Suppose  the 
people  of  Europe  were  to  nse — suppose  that,  in 
an  extraordinary  state  of  affairs,  any  reasonable 
intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  tjie 
United  States  woukl  secure  the  liberties  of  Europe 
by  one  blow — suppose  that  the  hands  of  Prussia, 
may  be  stayed,  will  tIieGk>vernment  of  the  United 
States  refuse  to  intervene?  I  say,  that  the  Gov-, 
emment  of  the  United  States  will  not  refuse.    I 
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say  that  you,  sir,  Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may 
.be  your  opinions  now,  would  not  refuse.  I  say, 
that  the  majority  of  this  House,  whatever  mej  be 
their  Views  at  the  present  time,  would  not  remse, 
because  circumstances  may  arise  which  will  ren- 
der interventipn  necessary.  It  is  not  because  they 
have  arisen,  but  because  they  may  arise,  that  I  am 
unwilling  to  see  Uiis  Government  commit  itself  to 
a  declaration  that  we  will  not  interfere,  under  any 
circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  lib- 
erties of  the  down-troaden  nations  of  Europe.  I 
say,-  when  we  can  intervene,  it  is  our  duty  to  do 
it,  and  we  will  do  it. 

Mr.  VENABLE.    Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  had  been 
doubtful  before  as  to  the  propriety  of  caution  on 
our  part  in  relation  to  the  course  to  be  pursued 
towards  M.  Kossuth,  all  my  difficulties  would  have 
been   removed  by  the  events  occurring  in  this 
House  and  during  this  debate.    Although  it  was 
manifest  that  he  was  for  intervention  on  our  part 
in  the  troubles  of  Europe,  we  had  seen  no  indorse- 
ment of  that  policy  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people  in  Congress.    This  is  no  longer  the  case. 
We  have  heard  more  than  one  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  this  House  announce  that  intervention  in 
favor  of  universal  liberty  was  our  destiny  and 
mission.    We  have  more  than  once  been  remind- 
ed Uiat  we  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  there  has  been 
even  some  merriment  at  the  apprehensions  of  those 
whp  thought  it  prudent  for  our  Government  to 
avoid  the  hazaros  of  entering  the  whirlpool  of 
European  revolutions.  We  have  been  admonished, 
that  although  the  doctrines  of  General  Washing- 
ton 's  Farewell  Address  were  suitable  to  the  infan- 
cy of  our  Republic,  they  were  no  longer  appli- 
cable to  the  grown-up  power  which  now  stood 
forth  amongst  the  first  on  the  platform  of  nations; 
that  a  new  destiny  and  new  duties  had  been  re- 
vealed ;  and  that  to  be  insensible  to  them  was  in- 
excusable.    Those  whose  ignorance  or  timidUy 
induced  them  to  advise  caution  have,  by  one  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dean,]  been  spoken 
of  as  the  apologists  for  the  Butcher  Haynau.    I 
can  assure  tiim  that  the  days  of  .^tuurAarm  Cloota — 
tht  orator  qfthe  human  race — are  among  the  things 
which  have  passed  by  never  more  to  return;  that 
Red  Republicanism  is  at  a  discount  even  in  France; 
and  that  it  will  neither  exalt  his  reputation  for 
practical  wisdom  or  as  the  possessor  of  the  quali- 
fication of  the  elements  or  profound  statesman- 
ships to  fix  a  policy  upon  our  country  which  shall 
present  a  future  history  like  the  roll  in  the  pro- 
phet's vision,  written  within  and  without  with 
"mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe.**     1  fear  no 
just  quarrel  of  our  own — I  apprehend  nothing 
from  the  consequences  of  war  in  such  fi  quarrel 
beyond  the  calamities   necessarily  beldngmg  to 
Uiat  condition;  but  I  shrink  from  that  causeless 
and  unholy  strife  which  drenches  a  country  in 
blood  and  strews  the  fields  with  the  slain;  which 
is  productive  only  in  the  nurture  of  a  savage  and 
destructive  spirit,  the  tears  of  widows,  and  the 
sorrows  of  orphans.    We  have  even  seen  the 
platform  of  Kossuth  recommended  for  our  adop- 
tion, and  one  and  another  has  openly  avowed  our 
duty  to  declare  to  the  world  our  purpose  to  aid 
the  oppressed  in  their  struggles  for  liberty.    The 
gen tleroanYrom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  speaks 
of  the  present  condition  of  Europe,  where  two 
millions  of  bayonets  hold  down  and  oppress  more 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  people.     If  the  re- 
moval of  this  evil  be  our  duty,  we  have  indeed  a 
great  work  before  us,  one  concerning  which  I 
think  we  ought  to  prudently  pause  and  ponder  the 
consequences  of  the  undertaking.    He  speaks  of 
the  present  condition  of  France,  whose  liberties 
have  but  just  been  overthrown  by  Louis  Napo- ' 
leon.    He  speaks  of  the  imprisonment  of  Thiers, 
Cavaignac,  and  other  deputies,  and  more  than  inti- 
mates that  the  time  it  near  for  us  to  intervene  in 
such  afiairs.    Sir,  I  think  that  the  bursting  of  this 
French  bubble  is  full  of  instruction  to  us.    We 
ought  to  learn  the  folly  of  bein?  premature  in  even 
an  expression  of  approbation  tor  the  measures  in 
which  national  identity  is  destroyed.    France  has 
fallen  by  the  instituuons  which  were  chosen  by 
the  people  themselves.    The  army,  which  kept 
their  liberties,  has  tidcen  them    for   their  own 
use,  and  a  mushroom  republic  bids  fair  to  find  its 
maturity  in  a  finished  despotism.    I  admit  that  the 
imprisonment  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 

Sle  is  ajBnreat  outrage  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
ent  of  France,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  see  it  re- 
enacted  hers.    Should  thf  doctrines  of  those  gen- 


tlemen who  see  our  duty  in  a  mission  of  des- 
tiny prevail,  we  must  keep-  on  foot  such  an  army 
as  shall  enable  us  to  fulfill  it;  and  we  may  live 
to  see  the  representatives  of  our  people  forcibly 
ejected  by  our  own  troops y  conveyed  to  dungeoA» 
by  our  own  Elxecutive,  and  he  perpetually  seated 
and  kept  secure  in  authority  by  the  army,  who  were 
to  be  the  missionaries  of  uni venial  emancipation. 
Sir,  neither  the  dread  of  being  identified  with  the 
defenders  of  Haynau  the  Butcher,  nor  the  shame 
of  being  considered  an  antiquated  oolitician,  whose 
views  are  fitted  only  for  the  infancy  of  a  great 
republic,  can  deter  me  from  making  resistance  \p 
the  doctrines  advanced  in  this  debate,  or  protest- 
ing against  the  adoption  of  the  troubles  of  every 
foreigner,  who,  visiting  our  shores,  can  by  his 
eloquence  and  his  tact  excite  tlie  passions  of  the 
masses  who  may  listen  to  his  orations.  If  to 
study  the  interests  of  my  country,  and  my  whole 
country — if  to  adhere  to  the  policy  under  which 
we  have  grown  great  and  powerful — if  to  remember 
that  we  have  inherited  the  office  of  the  keepeifs  of 
the  Temple  of  Laberty,  and  to  be  resolved  that  no 
hand  shall  apply  the  torch  to  it  whilst  vigilance 
and  patriotism  can  prevent  it,  constitute  an  anti- 
quated politician,  I  glory  in  tlie  name.  I  shall 
never  blush  at  the  remembrance  that  I  was  un- 
willing to  forget  my  country's  dignity,  under  any 
excitement,  or  compromise  that  dignity  by  a  de- 
parture from  those  rules  of  propriety  amon^t 
nations,  so  essential  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity 
of  individuals.  With  those  who  sufier  for  the 
cause  of  liberty  in  Europe  I  feel,  as  I  trust,  a 
proper  sympathy,  but  I  do  not  perceive  the  wisdom 
of  an  intervention  which  can  only  compromise  us 
and  do  them  no  good. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the  five  minutes  having 
expired  .1 

Mr.  Y .  intended  to  have  continued  his  remarks, 
by  observing,  that  if  we  felt  very  much  inclined  to 
look  for  a  quarrel,  the  questions  involved  in  the 
policy  of  England  in  relation  to  the  Mosquito  king- 
dom, the  firing  into  the  Prometheus,  and  the  as- 
sumed guardianship  by  the  English  Government 
of  the  l^wn  tenens  negro  king,  to  the  injury  of  our 
commerce  and  the  insult  of  our  flag,  would  afford 
at  least  temporary  employment  for  the  zeal  of  those 
who  are  inclined  to  seek  for  wrongs  to  redress. 
I  propose  that  we  adjust  our  real  quarrels  before 
we  engage  in  amateur  disputes. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  the  following  amendment 

to  the  amendment,  viz: 

Reaoioedf  That  the  vote  of  welcAme  heretofore  given  by 
this  House  and  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  Louis 
Kossuth  had  no  political  ineaninc,  bat  was  intended  to  car- 
ry out  the  kwd  intention  of  the  United  States  in  their  Joint 
resolution,  approved  March  3, 1851,  in  relation  to  Kossuth 
and  his  associates  in  captinty,  to  afford  them  a  secure 
asylum  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
listened  here  for  several  days  to  a  debate  which  I 
think  would  have  been  more  profitable  if  we  had 
had  it  at  the  time  when  the  resolution  of  welcome 
was  under  consideration.  I  have  sat  here  quietly 
for  many  days,  anxious  to  engage  in  the  pubhc 
business,  and  do  justice  to  our  fellow-citizens  all 
over  the  United  States,  by  taking  up  the  great 
questions  of  public  policy  which  are  pressed  upon 
our  attention  by  tlie  millions  of  people  we  repre- 
sent. I  have,  sir,  noticed  with  disgust  the  move- 
ments of  men  who  seek  high  places  in  your  coun- 
try, since  the  unfortunate  exiles  of  Hungary  landed 
upon  your  shores;  yea,  sir,  from  the  ume  he  took 
his  departure  from  your  fri^te-of-war  Mississippi, 
to  become  a  propagandist  m  England  first,  to  ex- 
cite a  feeling  in  that  country,  and  then  in  this,  to 
induce  us  to  depart  from  that  wise  policy — that 
straisht-forward  policy  recommended  to  us  by 
Washington,  and  which  we  have  carried  out  from 
the  foundation  of  our  Government.  I  have  looked 
at  the  progress  of  this  business  from  its  inception. 
No  claiBS  of  men  have  been  more  anxious  to  do 
honor  to  Louis  Kossuth,  and  to  show  him  the 
kindness  which  did  honor  him,  than  the  politicians 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  purpose  of  upholding 
their  own  fortunes.  Look  around  this  House, 
and  see  what  a  billing  and  cooing  there  is  here  of 
persons  fVom  the  most  extreme  sections. 

Sir,  if  there  is  one  man  upon  this  floor,  who  will 
pretend  to  sympathize  witn  the  Hungarian  exiles 
more  than  another,  he  does  dishonor  to  himself 
and  a^reat  injury  to  his  fellow-members.  We  all 
sympathize  with  the  exiled  Hungarians  in  tlieir 


^reat  struggle  for  liberty,  and  the  best  evidence  of  it, 
IS /bund  in  the  fact,  thai  when  we  learned  thatabou.t' 
four  thousand  refugees  had  taken  refuge  in  tJi^ 
Turkish  empire,  this  Gh)vernment  took  we  initia* 
tive  step  to  express  the  sympathy  of  this  nation 
for  them.    We,  on  the  3d  oC  March,  1851,  passed 
the  joint  resolution  to  which  1  have  redsrrea.  F*or 
what  purpose?    Merely  to  Uberate  these  Hungpa- 
rian  exiles?  No,  sir;  but  to  afford  them  an  aaylum 
in  the  United  States  of  America;  a  home,  aa  eml- 
grants  to  this  country.    They  intimated  their  de- 
sire to  Uve  under  our  glorious  stars  and  stripes, 
and  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Noys'^ 
what  do  we  see?    Do  you  suppose  that, if  it  Itad 
been  known  on  the  3d  ofJVlarch,  1851,  that  LmxiIm 
Kossuth  woiild  come  here  to  undertake  to  incor- 
porate a  new  principle — a  great  principle  in  tlie 
foreign  policy  of  our  Government — whicn  we  ha.ve 
abstained  from  and  kept  aloof  from  until  this  time, 
under  the  advice  of  the  great  Washington,  the 
Father  of  our  country — do  you  suppose  that  if  he 
had  announced  that  as  his  intention  at  that  time« 
that  we  should  ever  havepassed  that  joint  resolu  • 
tion?    Never,  never!    We  passed  it  to  aid  the 
Ottoman. Sultan  in  liberating,  from  extreme  dan- 
ger, the  unfortunate  exiles  who  had  fled  from  their 
own  country  for Ufe,and  to  afford  them,  aji  |  say, 
a  aecuirt  atylwn  in  the  United  States.    I  think,  sir, 
in  passing  that  vote  of  welcome  a  week  or  t\)ro 
ago,  we  exhausted  all  our  duty  to  him  as  members 
of  this  House;  and  by  that  vote  welcomed  bim  u> 
the  country,  its  protection, and  to  its  hospitalities, 
if  he  should  choose  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  IStates.    I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings now  before  us — the  original  resolution  of 
my  colleague  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  and  all 
the  amendroents.    1  say,  this  House  is  not  called 
upon  to  take  any  such  step.  Let  us  treat  this  gen» 
tieman  with  the  utmost  kindness;  but  to  do  more, 
to  carry  out  the  objects  he  now  proposes,  would   ^ 
be  a  departure  from  the  national  policy  which  has 
enablea  us  to  become  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
I  would  cheerfully  unite,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  in  promotinji^  their  settlement  in  this  coun- 
try, and  rendering  it  a  safe  retreat  and  secure  asy- 
lum to  Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  captirity. 
But,  sir,  let  us  adhere  to  the  settled  policy  of  the 
country — ^let  us  avoid  **  entangling  alliances"  with 
foreign  nations,  and  show,  by  exact  justice  in  our 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  wise  I^i^a- 
tion,  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  country,  that  our 
constitutional  form  of  republican  government  is 
the  wisest  and  best  to  promote  the  true  inCe'rests 
of  the  people,  and  our  example  will  be  powerful 
for  good  in  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  believe  we  should  be  do- 
ing better  justice  to  our  own  reputations  as  states- 
men, if  we  were  to  proceed'in  the  ordinary  mode 
of  legislation  upon  the  subject-matter  before  os, 
and  avoid  all  reference  to  matters  not  le^timately 
under  consid^fRtion.  I  believe,  sir,  it  is  due  to 
ourselves,  ^s  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
this  nation,  that  we  do  the  business  which  is  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  do  it  in  the  ordinary  forma  and 
in  the  ordinary  manner,  without  factious  ofiposi- 
tion,  and  without  any  extraneous  matters  being 
brought  in  for  investigation.  I  make  these  re- 
marks because^  from  some  experience  in  this 
House,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that,  from  this 
factious  opposition  which  we  have  sometimes  seen 
displayed  in  this  body,  we  have  never  seen  any 
good  result.  It  does  not  serve  to  raise  our  r6f>u-. 
tation  with  the  American  people,  nor  does  it  in- 
crease our  own  self-respect.  I  sincerely  hope  we 
may  proceed  to  vote  upon  this  resolution;  but 
while  I  am  up,  1  am  constrained  to  notice  the  ex- 
traordinary mconsistencj  of  certain  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor.  If  I  mistake  not,  my  colleague 
who  hfUB  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Taylor]  voted 
for  a  certain  resolution,  ef  a  direct  character,  in- 
terfering and  proclaiming  our  sympathies  with  a 
foreign  and  European  nation  in  a  cause  of  free- 
dom. I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  resohition  I 
have  sent  him.  v 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  resolution  referred  to, 
from  the  Conrreasional  6/o6e,  of  1847- 'S,  vol.  18th, 
page  592,  as  follows  : 

"Aetoived.That  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  American 
people,  the  congraiulations  of  CungreM  are  bcrebr  t(*n- 
dered  to  the  peofrfe  of  Prance,  npon  the  micceui  of  their 
recent  efforts  lo  consolidate  the  prindplaa  of  liberty  in  a 
republican  form  of  Government. 

^•^nd  ^  it  JuTther  retolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  Statee  be  and  be  !■  hereby  re<UM»ted  to  tnumnit 
thii  reeolutfon  to  the  American  Mtnisier  at  Paris,  with  in- 
ttnictiona  Uy  preaant  it  to  tba  Fieneb  OovtraoMat.** 
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Mr.  GIDDLNC^S,  (continuing.)  Mr.  Chair- 
num,  how  men 's  minds  al  ter  and  (manee !  My  'col- 
league who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr.  Tatlor,] 
there  pronounced  this  in  relation  to  an  European 
naiioQ  and-an  European  people. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  (inteprupting.)  Who  were 
thef? 

Mr.  OIDDINGS.  Has  my  colleague  forgot^ 
tiB?  [Langhter.j  Sir,  it  becomes  politicians  to 
ksTe  memoiMi.  If  for  nothing  else  they  should 
kBOW  what  to  do.  [Great  laughter.]  My  col- 
league  is  not  the  only  man  ■ 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  (interrupting,)  made  a  i^ 
mark  inaudible  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  OIDDINGS,  (continumg.)  If  I  stand 
here  to  be  interrogated  by  every  one  who  is  con- 
truBctin^  his  former  actions,. I  may  be  kept  here 
tin  morning.  [Laughter]  The  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  whose 
holy  horror  has  been  called  up  here,  and  who  has 
expressed  himself  in  such  eloquent  language,  he, 
loo,  TOted  for  this  yery  resolution,  and  now  he 
turns  round  and  proclaims  anathemas  to  every 
man  who  will  rote  a  welcome  to  Louis  Kossuth  ! 
Again,  the  very  eloquent  gentleman  from  North 

Carolina 

A  Voice.    Venable?    [Laughter.] 
Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Yes,  sir,  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  whose  sympathies  thus  flowed 
out  in  eloquent  language  in  regard  to  that  forei|;n 
people,  he  too,  has  forgotten   the  sentiments  ne 
then  held.     [Laughter.] 
[Here  the  Chairman^  hammer  f^.] 
rCriesof,  "Go  on  !"  "Go  on  V*] 
Mr.    GIDDINGS.     Mr.   Chairman,    I    only 
want  to  say  that  when   resolutions  of  sympathy 
shall  come  before  the  House,  I  will  discuss  them, 
and  I  will    express  my  serTtiments    freely  and 
Innkly;  but  ]  will  not  express  them  upon  subjects 
ahogether  foreign  to  the  subject-matter  before  the 
HoQse. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Tatlob  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 


The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Hr.  Batlt,  tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
tad  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  and  Sackstt 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected — ayes  50,  noes  85. 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.    I  offer  the  following 

tt ao  amendment  to  the  resolution: 

PmvUiJy-Thtd  by  the  ftdoption  of  the  aliove  resolution  a 
9m0ama.  only  is  intended  to  the  diitinguithed  Hungarian. 

I  an  astonished  at  the  wild  enthusiasm  wliich 

naa  to  pervade  this  assembly.   We  are  told  that 

thirfiKmguiahed  foreigner  comes  amone  us,  not 

■^^peur  interference  with  the  Powers  of  Europe 

taridng  us  to  enter  into  an  entangling  alliance. 


Wka!  do  gentlemen  reco^ize  the  speech  which 
I  laid  in  my  hand,  in  which  he  says:  "  I  desire 
tf»  yonns  giant  of  America  to  nuse  his  arm  in 
fbirof  that  principle?**  What  principle,  I  ask, 
■  %  that  he  desires  this  young  ^ant  to  adopt  ?  He 
Cm  the  answer  in  the  preceding  sentence  of  his 
99h  speech.  He  says,  "  we  do  not  wish  to  fight 
^pMBst  the  world;  the  only  thin?  which  we  desire 
iilur  play."  Yet  gentlemen  tell  us  that  he  comes 
not  here  seeking  an  intervention  with  foreign  Pow- 
m!  Why,  he  puts  the  question  distinctly  to  the 
Awrican  people  as  a  court  and  jury*  and  waits 
fir  the  decision  firom  the  American  Congress. 
Here  IS  his  conchiding  remark:  "  When  that  tri- 
hnal  speaks,  I  must  near  with  sentiments  of  joy, 
iritis  joyful,  but  with  resolution  and  not  despair, 
if  k  is  not  ioyful.  I  have  pleaded  my  cause.** 
We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Onio,  [Mr. 
CiBTTBa,]  that  perhaps  we  do  not  represent  the 
nevtof  tne  American  people.  Mr.  Chairman, 
hr  one,  I  claim  when  1  sp^k  upon  this  floor  to 
ipeak  fbr  the  people  of  my  district.  I  oppose  this 
nsohitioB  not  for  the  mere  purpose  of  opposition, 
hot  because  I  believe  the  effect  of  the  resolution 
viH  be  to  commit  this  Government  to  the  doctrine 
•f  hitervcntion,  and  I  am  not  willing  that  it  should 
psss  without  being  accompanied  by  such  a  proviso 
as  I  have  offered. 

The  gentleman  from  Iltfnois  [Mr.  Bis  sell] 
me  where  I  get  my  notions  of  a  long-estab- 
I  doctrine  *of  non-intervention.  I  answer 
Am  gentleman,  that  it  is  in  the  language  of  Jeffer- 
~^o:   **  Friendship  with  all  nations — entangling 

ineas  witH  aooe." 

I  hoj^  a  Iha  resolution  be  adopted,  that  the 


amendment  will  also  be  adopted^  If  gentlemen, 
as  they  say,  only  intend  to  compliment  Kossuth 
by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  why  not  ex- 

{>ress  it  in  so  many  words  ?  He  has  been  frank; 
et  us  be  equally  so.  I  do  not  desire  to  detain 
this  House  longer,  and  with  a  simple  reference  to 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  L^slature  of  my  own 
State  honoring  Kossuth  as  Kossuth,  I  yield  the 
floor. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  re^et  tliat  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  CartterI  was 
permitted  to  introduce  this  resolution  originally.  I 
nave  risen  now,  not  for  the  purpose  of  protract- 
ing this  debate,  which  has  aJready  continued  too 
long,  but  for  the  purpose  of  defining  my  position, 
and  setting  myself  right  upon  this  question  before 
the  country, and  especially  before  my  constituents. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  tendering 
my  congratulations,  and  not  only  my  congratula- 
tions, but  those  of  my  constituents,  for  the  stand 
he  assumed  when  this  matter  was  first  presented 
to  the  House.  Although  that  gentleman  is  a 
young  member  among  us,  yet  I  regard  his  posi- 
tion as  a  manly  one  before  this  House  ana  the 
country.  It  is  true  he  acted  somewhat  rashlv  in 
maintaining  that  position,  but  still  1  regard  nim 
as  deserving  the  thanks  of  this  House  and  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I,  for  one,  would  be  willing,  and 
more  than  willing,  to  tender  my  hand  to  the  dis- 
tinguished Hungarian  in  his  true  character — as  a 
champion  of  freedom.  But  I  deny  that  we  have 
any  nght  to  indorse  his  principles  which  he  is 
seeking  to  propagate  in  tnis  country.  What,  I 
ask  you,  was  the  phraseology  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  which  invited  him  to  our  shores  ? 
It  was,  that  if  he  and  his  countrymen,  then  in 
exile,  desired  to^  emigrate  to  this  country,  we 
w6uld  tender  to  him  and  them  the  use  of  a  national 
vessel.  And  what  is  the  condition  of  things  now  ? 
Why,  here,  in  this  Inst  day  of  the  year  1851,  we 
see  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  gravely  con- 
sidering whether  we  shall  appoint  a  committee 
upon  uie  part  of  the  House  to  wait  upon  this 
same  personage,  whom  we  only  invited  to  emigrate 
to  this  country,  and  pay  to  him  honors  similar  to 
those  which  were  paid  to  Lafayette — the  second 
Father  of  his  Country.  ^And  permit  me,  in  this 
connection,  to  remark,  that  in  the  other  end  of  this 
Capitol,  where  Senators  have  thought  proper  to 
associate  him  with  that  distinguish^  man,  I  could 
not  regard  it  otherwise  than  as  an  insult  to  the 
memory  of  Lafayette.  It  is  true,  I  voted  the  other 
day  for  the  resomtion  inviting  him  to  this  capital; 
but  I  gave  that  vote  under  a  nrotest;  and  I  take 
this  occasion  to  declare,  that  ii  that  vote  had  not 
been  ^ven,  1  would  not  now  give  it.  But  the 
invitation  has  been  given,  and  while,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  willing  that  the  Speaker  should 
receive  Mr.  Kossuth  and  introduce  him  to  the 
members,  I  -am  unwilling  that,  in  order  to  extend 
to  him  those  civilities,  we  should  ride  over  the 
rules  and  trample  down  the  rights"  of  the  House; 
and  I  cannot  sit  here  qufetly  and  see  its  rules  thus 
disregarded.  1  here  solemnly  enter  my  protest,  as 
the  representative  of  my  constituents,  against  this 
proceeding.  I  sav  again  that  1  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  Kossuth  the  band  of  friendship,  as  a  man 
and  as  a  patriot.  But  I  am  not  willing  to  coun- 
tenance him  in  the  attempt  which  he  has  made  to 
lecture  the  American  people  upon  the  character  of 
our  institutions.  What  clo  gentlemen  mean  when 
they  tell  me  that  they  do  notintend  to  commit  this 
Government  to  his  doctrines?  Has  not  Mr.  Kos- 
suth told  you  that  he  does  not  desire  your  sym- 
pathy ?  And  if  he  does  not  want  your  sympathy, 
what  does  he  want?  Why,  it  is  men  and  money 
to  fight  the  battles  of  Hungary.  But  I  tell  gentle- 
men that  he  will  neither  get  men  nor  money  by  my 
vote.  I  repeat  that  I  am  willing  that  the  Speaker 
should  tender  to  him  the  same  hospitalities  that 
were  tendered  to  Father  Mathew,  although  the 
latter  gentleman  is  doing  much  more  good  to  our 
country  ^an  is  Mr.  Kossuth;  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  go  further. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  word  <*  only.*' 

I  desire  once  more  to  hrin^  back  this  committee 
to  the  original  resolution  which  was  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter.]  Wnen 
that  gentleman  offered  that  resolution  he  express- 
ly stated  that  he  repudiated  any  idea  of  interven- 
tion or  non-intervention.    Ha  only  asked  that  it 


should  be  considered  merely  as  a  matter  of  courte- 
sy. I  agreed  with  that  gentleman  then  in  that 
opinion,  and  I  do  not  mean  now  to  be  driven  from 
that  position  by  anything  which  I  have  heard 
since.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  eourtesy.  Why, 
sir,  we  have  gone  too  far  in  this  matter  now  to 
recede.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mc- 
Mt^LUN]  expresses  the  same  opinion  when  he 
says  that  if  he  could  give  his  vote  over  again  upon 
the  resolution  inviting  Kossuth  to  this  capital, 
that  he  would  give  it  against  that  resolution.  But 
that  vote  cannot  be  recalled.  The  question  is  de- 
cided; the  issue  has  been  made;  and,  sir,  there 
was  a  previous  question  to  that.  We  invited 
Kossuth  to  our  shores;  we  sent  a  national  vestal 
for  him;  and  we  adopted  a  resolution  of  welcome 
to  him  after  his  arrival  in'  this  country,  by  a  large 
majority  of  both  branches  of  Congress.  However 
gentlemen  may  refine  about  it,  he  must  be  regard- 
ed in  some  sort  as  the  nation's  guest.  I  know 
very  well  that  it  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  that  Kossuth  was  not  invited  here  as  the 
guest  of  the  nation — ^that  the  object  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  was  merely  to  rescue  him  from 
imprisonment  and  give  him  a  home  among  qs; 
but  that  only  shows  that  we  did  not  know  the  man 
with  whom  we  were  dealing.  He  had  a  loflier 
character  than  we  gave  him  cr^it  for.  He  had 
been  through  a  long  struggle  at  home,  and  by 
power  and  treachery  united,  he  had  been  signally 
defeated .  He  had  been  a  wanderer  and  an  outcast — 
separated  from  his  family— deprived  of  his  home — 
cut  off  from  his  country — and  obliged  to  seek 
Turkish  imprisonment  as  a  shelter  for  his  life. 
Even  in  that  retreat,  the  threats  of  Austria  had 
been  constantly  sounding  in  his  ears,  and  he  was 
compelled  almost  daily  to  feel  that  hiiThospitable 
host  placed  in  jeopardy  his  own  peace  and  power 
for  tne  purpose  of  protecting  him.  Under  such 
circumstances,  we  gave  him  the  means  of  escape, 
and  might  almost  be  pardoned  for  believing  that 
he  would  be  glad  to  torget  his  past  sufferings  in 
future  comfort,  and  soothe  his  broken  spirit  amidst 
the  quiet  of  a  western  home,  where  he  would  be 
«ure  to  find  sympathy  for  his  misfortunes,  and  a 
generous  approval  of  his  republican  course.  Yet 
It  was  not  so.  It  was  no  poor  broken-hearted 
dreamer,  sighing  for  personal  care  and  comfort, 
and  almost  regretting  the  sacrifices  Which  had 
made  hire  an  exile  from  his  home,  that  the  steamer 
Mississippi  received  on  board,  when  Kossuth  came 
upon  her  deck  at  Constantinople.  No,  sir;  but 
the  moment  he  stood  beneath  a  free  flag,  and  trod 
upon  a  free  deck,  and  saw  around  him  the  men 
and  the  arms  of  a  free  country,  his  great  spirit 
swelled  to  its  old  dimensions,  and  the  love  and 
power  of  liberty  were  renewed  in  his  veins  to- 
gether. Not  for  him  a  cottage  in  some  far  retreat. 
Not  for  him  the  delights  of  a  homely  fireside,  and 
all  the  comforts  of  ease  and  competence.  Not  for 
him  the  plough  and  the  sickle,  and  the  peaceful 
employments  to  which  they  tend.  Far  other  vis- 
ions occupy  his  mind.  His  thoughts  are  with  his 
countrymen  who  are  still  oppressed;  and  the  pale 
and  bleeding  form  of  Hungary  seems  to  walk  con- 
stantly before  him,  and  to  beckon  him  onward  to 
the  great  work  of  her  deliverance.  Sir,  in  all  this, 
I  find  nothing  to  diminish  our  estimate  of  the  man, 
but  much  rather  to  increase  it.  The  patriotism 
and  self-*Bacrifice  which  he  has  thus  shoym  give 
him  a  new  title  to  our  re£;ard,  and  justify  by  fresh 
Reasons  the  welcome  which  we  have  given  him. 
Sir,  I  believe  he  has  deserved  that  welcome  by  his 
past  services,  and  I  hope  he  will  deserve  a  still 
more  illustrious  expression  of  our  regard,  by  the 
events  of  his  future  career.  AU  this,  I  think  it 
has  been  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  American 
Congress  to  declare — and  to  declare  it  with  no 
scanty  phrases,  no  batec^  bjreath,  and  no  trembling 
voices — but  in  tones  loud  enough  to  be  heard  alike 
by  the  despots  and  the  subjects  of  the  Old  World, 
and  firm  enough  to  carry  the  conviction  wherever 
they  go,  that  we  mean  what  we  say.  To  this 
extent  we  have  high  authority  to  justify  us,  as 
well  as  the  teachings  of  our  own  minds. 

And  beyond  this  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  de- 
clare ourselves.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
broad  questions  of  national  policy  wnich  have 
been  opened  here  to-night.  Upon  these  questions 
I  have  notliinff  to  say.  They  do  not  belong  to 
this  debate.  But  I  recognize  in  Louis  Kossuth  the 
great  master-spirit  which  has  been  evoked  by  tlie 
late  European  excitements.  It  is  almost  a  Uw  of 
revolutions  that  they  craata  their  own  cliitf  gMidea 
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«nd  leaders.  From  out  the  stormy  waves  of  the 
French  conrplsions  emerged  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
who  seized  with  an  iron  hand  the  helm  of  Europe, 
«nd  wrote  his  name  with  the  point  of  his  swora  in 
ineffaceable  characters  upon  the  history  of  the 
world.  In  our  own  Revolution,  also,  Providence 
raised  up  the  man  for  the  times,  and  grave  as  that 
Washington  whose  fame  is  yet  the  dearest  treasure 
of  his  countrymen,  and  whose  name  is  honored 
wlierever  liberty  is  praised.  But  in  looking  over 
the  late  agitations  of  the  Old  World,  no  man,  it 
seems  to  me,  appears  who  can  fairly  contest  the 
palm  of  supremacy  with  Kossuth.  When  revo- 
itition  had  failed  everywhere  else,  and  the  old  dark- 
ness was  settling  over  the  nations,  it  was  he  wha 
kept  Hungry  alive  with  freedom,  and  ao  anima- 
ted her  with  nis  own  spirit  that  she  beat  Austria 
from  the  field,  did  not  tremble  before  Austria  and 
•  Russia  combined,  and  only  bowed ^er  head  at  last 
before  the  treachery  of  one  of  her  own  sons.  Sir, 
for  what  this  man  has  done  I  am  willing  to  give 
him  my  cordial  thanks,  and  I  care  not  how  loudly 
and  how  warmly  he  may  be  welcomed  to  our 
shores.  I  am  willing  to  see  the  people  load  him 
with  honors,  and  make  him  the  almoner  of  great 
wealth.  AH  this  they  have  a  right  to  do,  and 
.there  is  no  power  on  earth  which  can  control  them. 
Nor  do  1  fear  that  they  will  ultimately  go  too  faf . 
I  havcgneat  and  abiding  confidence  in  their  •*  sober 
second  thought."  But  I  warn  gentlemen  that 
any  abatement  of  a  proper  courtesy  on  our  part 
towards  the  illustrious  Magyar  may  awaken  an 
indignant  feeling  among  the  people,  which  may  re- 
act in  finvor  of  those  very  doctrines  of  his  which 
some  of  us  do  not  see  fit  yet  to  avow. 

fHere  the  hanuner  fell.j 

Mr.  GROW.  It  was  not  my  purpose  thus  early 
in  the  session  to  mingle  in  the  debates  of  this  Hall, 
ifor  would  I  at  this  late  hourof  theday  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  but  for  the  charge  that 
has  just  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  McMullin.]  I  cannot  refrain  from 
replying,  when  I  have  the  words  of  Kossuth  to  do 
k  with.  Let  his  own  language  defend  him  against 
the  chargp  of  audacity.  He  comes  here  advoca- 
lin?  the  n^bts  of  crushed  humanity  and  the  cause 
of  his  native  land,  and  asks  the  American  people 
for  their  aid  against  the  despots  of  his  country. 
Frankly  h^  lays  his  claims  and  wishes  before  his 
hearers,  and  asks  their  consideration.  He  asks 
them  as  men  stimding  under  the  shadow  of  Wash- 
iujE^on,  jo  consider  the  cause  of  humanity;  and  for 
this  he  fs  chained  with  being  guilty  of  the  greatest 
impudence!  Are  his  reouests  unreasonable,  that 
they  should  jiot  be  heard  ?  He  brings  to  their  elu- 
cidation the  light  of  his  master  intellect,  and  the 
impulses  of  a  warm  heart.  In  what  consists  his 
impudence?  Does  he  make  a  demand  upon  this 
Government  or  people,  and  attempt  by  threats  or 
intimidation  to  coerce  it?  He  presents  his  cause 
and  reasons,  and  asks  you  for  a  voluntary  decis- 
ion; and  if  in  his  fiivor,  then  he  will  leave  your 
shores — the  herald  of  glad  tidings  to  entlirallea  na- 
tions. But  if  you  answer  no,  in  hSs  own  language 
**  you  will  see  a  mournful  tear  in  the  eye  of  human- 

•  ity — its  breast  heaving  with  a  sorrowful  sigh — yet 

•  the  answer  must  be  accepted. "    •*  If  you  answer, 

•  you  would  rather  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
•Czar  than  rejoice  in  the  liberty  and  independence 
•of  Hunsrary,  Italy,  Germany,  and  France,  yet 

•  dreadful  as  it  is  I  will  wipe  the  tear  of  sorrow 

•  from  my  eye,  and  say  to  my  brethren,  let  us  pray, 

•  and  go  to  the  Lord 's  last  supper,  and  then  to  bat- 

•  tie  and  to  death.  I  will  say  to  them,  there  is  no 
•help  for  us  but  in  our  trust  in  God,  and  in  our 
•own  good  swords.  I  will  leave  you  with  a  dying 
•farewell,  and  bless  you  with  the  warmest  wishes 

•  of  my  heart,  and  pray  to  CM  that  the  Sun  of 

•  Freedom  may  never  decHtie  from  the  horizon  of 
« your  happy  land."  If  this  be  «•  impudence,"  in 
what  way  would  you  have  an  apostle  of  liberty 
appeal  for  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  a  people  whose 
country  has  drank  the  life-blood  not  only  of  its 
own  martyrs,  but  of  the  martyrs  of  every  clime? 
Is  it  impudent  for  a  man  just  escaped  from  Aus- 
trian dungeons  and  Turkish  exile  to  stand  up  in  the 
face  of  nations  and  advocate  the  conscious  righu 
of  man  ?  Is  it  **  impudent**  for  the  representative 
of  a  brave  people  to  present  the  claims  of  his  fa- 
therland to  the  sympathies  of  the  descendants  of 
Washington,  Franklin,  and  Jefierson?~to  make 
his  appeal  in  behalf  of  bleeding  humanity  to  a  peo- 
ple whose  every  Iwttle-field  in  the  first  and  second 
war  of  independence  is  red  with  the  blood  of  for- 


ei^ers — to  a>country  that  in  the  hour  of  peril  re- 
ceived the  aid  of  a  Lafayette,  De  Kalb,  and  Kos- 
ciusko, and  whose  soil  still  holds  the  ashes  of 
Pulaski  and  Steuben? 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  (interruptine.)  His  impu- 
dence is  in  attempting  to  destroy  3ie  teachings  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  GROW.  I>evoutlT  as  we  turn  to  the 
teachings  of  that  greatest  or  mortals — and  Heaven 
grant  the  day  may  never  come  when  it  -shall  be 
otherwise  with  the  American — still  the  institutions, 
opinions,  and  men,  both  living  and  dead,  of  this 
country,  as  of  all  others,  are  here  proper  and  open 
subjects  of  manly  discussion.  Freedom  of  opin- 
ion and  expression  on  any  and  all  subjects,  is  the 
right  of  a  freeman  under  a  free  Government.  The 
only  sure  reliance  in  every  case  is  on  the  virtue, 
intelligence,  and  integrity  of  the  people  to  correct 
all  errors.  It  becomes  not  the  American  tol)ow 
with  bhnd  reverence'to  opinions  or  institutions  be- 
cause of  their  grey  age.  For  while  knowledge  is 
growing  more  comprehensive,  man's  relations  be- 
coming better  known,  he  who  would  cling  blindly 
to  all  the  notions  of  other  times,  acts  a  suioidal 
part  to  the  best  interests  of  the  present.  While 
truth  and  society  arc  progressive,  he  who  would 
seek  the  one  with  an  honest  heart  and  fearless 
mind,  and  act  with  a  generous  soul  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  other,  cannot  entertain  oil  the  no- 
tions of  his  predecessors. 

If  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  was  proper 
for  our  country  in  the  days  of  Washington,  and 
even  though  bequeathed  to  us  as  his  dying  legacy, 
has  not  the  time  come,  or  will  it  never  arrive,  for 
this  Republic  to  decide  wheth^  in  its  foreign  rela- 
tions it  is  an  inveterate  rule  never  in  any  case  to 
be  departed  from;  that  we  must  stand  with  folded 
arms  and  closed  lips  and  see  a  brave  people,  goad- 
ed by  the  wrongs  of  centuries  and  battling  for  lib- 
erty and  the  rights  which  God  and  nature  has  given 
them,  and  even  when  they  have  driven  the  invader 
from  their  soil,  struck  down  by  the  hireling  myr- 
midons of  united  despots,  and  their  country 
drenched  with  the  blood  of  the  noble  and  the  brave, 
blotted  from  the  map  of  nations  ?  ftilt  the  legacy 
of  wisdom  and  humanity  bequeathed  by  Washing- 
ton and  his  copatriots,  that  Americen  freemen  must 
forever,  in  silence,  be  pierced  with  the  **shrieks  of 
liberty**  as  her  votaries  fall  ? 

whatever  may  be  the  policy  or  decision  of  our 
Government  in  reference  to  armed  intervention,  as 
the  generous  spirit  sits  not  at  the  social  board  with 
the  robber  and  the  assassin,  let  ft,  at  least,  in  its 
intercourse  with  other  nations,  be  as  circumspect 
in  its  company  as  the  private  citizen.  To  that  na- 
tion which  tramples  on  the  laws  of  nations  and 
the  common  rights  of  humanity,  let  it  not  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship.  Let  us  welcome  to  our 
shores,  and  to  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen,  the 
exile  driven  by,  oppression  and  wrong  from  the 
fireside  of  his  fathers. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  As  the  gentleman's  time  is 
not  yet  out,  I  desire  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
friends  of  this  resolution.  I  desire  to  say  to  them, 
that  if  they  expect  to  arrive  at  a  vote  upon  the 
resolution  to-night,  they  must  not  discuss  it  them- 
selves. If  gentlemen  will  recollect,  during  the 
last  Congress  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  were  kept  from  a  vote  for  sixty 
days  precisely  in  this  wav.  For  one,  I  intend 
to  sit  here  till  midnight  ratner  than  not  to  dispose 
of  this  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Appleton,] 
aod  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  an 
amendment  which  I  propose  to  offer,  after  which 
I  intend  to  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
speech  of  Kossuth  *s.  I  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  ••provided,**  and  insert  the  following: 

Firttj  That,  feel io^  interested  in  tlie  maintenance  of  th^ 
laws  of  nations,  acknowledging  the  tovereign  right  of  every 
people  to  dispoiie  of  its  own  domestic  concerns  to  be  one  «»f 
these  laws,  and  theinterferenc<>  with  Ibis  sovereign  right  tn 
be  a  violation  of  those  laws  of  nations,  tlie  people  of  the 
United  States — resolved  to  respect  and  to  make  res|>ected 
these  public  laws — declare  the  Kussiui  past  intervenUoa  in 
Hungary  to  be  a  violation  of  thcve  laws,  which,  if  reitera- 
ted, would  be  a  new  violation,  and  would  not  be  regarded 
indifftrenUyby  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Second^  That  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  re- 
solved to  maintnin  its  right  of  commercial  interconrso  with 
the  nations  of  Rtirope,  whether  they  be  in  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion against  their  government  or  not ;  and  that,  with  a  view 
of  approaching  scenes  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  take  appropriate  measures  for  the  proteelion 
of  the  trade  of  pur  people  in  tlie  Mediterranean;  and. 


T%tntf  Thattheffovemmentof  the  Tlnitetf  States  shoii1«V 
declare  its  opinion  in  respect  to  the  qnestion  of  tbe  inde* 
pendance  of  Hungary,  and  act  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  said:    The  amendment  is  simply  thcp 

Slatform  of  Kossuth  himself,  as  presentea  to  thtt 
Lmerican  people,  and  seems  either  to  have  been 
misundersto«a,  or  forgotten,  by  those  who  haT» 
undertaken  to  announce  his  purposes  in  the  de« 
bate  which  has  taken  place  on  this  resolutioB. 
Kossuth  himself  can  better  explain  what  he  metatm 
by  these  propositions, than  any  one  dse^and  mmhe 
has  had  no  chance  of  speakingUMlay  for  himsdf,  I 
propose  to  afford  him  an  opportunity.  WhenKos* 
suth  shall  have  spoken,  it  will  be  a  fit  time  to  eloee 
this  debate;  and  I  trust  that  the  little  speech  which 
I  send  to  the  Cleric  to  read,  from  the  great  Htin* 

f&rian  himself^  exp^natory  of  his  platform,  wili 
e  the  last  maoe  upon  the  subject. 
The  following  extract  from  Kossuth's  a'ddreav 
to  the  Jackson  Democratic  Association » was  then 
read: 

"  My  nation  believes  that  tbe  United  States,  pieaemlM 
tiieofteJve«  before  the  world  In  that  impodng  attitudo,  «ritt 
restrain  tyrants  without  any  war.  LfCt  me  say^  ttuit  I  came 
norio  try  to  engate  your  arms  and  the  Mood  <h  yom"  beartSy 
to  fight  our  bMties.  We  wilt  fight  our  battles  onrselve*. 
[Ap^ause.j  J  came  not  to  entan^  you  in  a  war.  We 
can  fight  our  own  battles.  We  are  m  nation  eapalde  of 
achieving  our  own  freedom  if  we  have  fiUr  play.  If  a  na- 
tion like  Hungary,  with  fiitfifn  millions  of  inhabitants,  i» 
not  abks  to  fight  its  own  btutles,  by  its  own  fl^ree,  against 
its  own  enemy — if  it  is  not  strottg  enoogto  to  settle  its  owif 
domestic  maueis.  by  its  own  s&«ngih^  it  deserves  not,  it 
merits  not,  to  be  free.  All  we  wautis  Hur  play.  rApplauae.) 
We  do  not  wish  to  fight  against  the  wliole  worid.  The  only 
thing  which  we  desire  is  fair  play." 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vir^ia.  I  will  remark  that 
the  extract  which  has  just  been  read,  does  not 
contain  all  that  Kossuth  has  said  on  this  point. 
[Prolongred  laughter.]  I  hope  that  laugh  will  not 
be  taken  out  of  my  time.  [Renewed  laughter.} 
He  has  told  us,  with  that  candor  which  lias  char- 
acterized him  since  he  came  amongst  us,  that  when 
he  asks  us  to  declare  against  interventipn,  if  that 
declaratiqn  of  ours  was  disr^arded  upon  the  part 
of  Russia,  that  he  expected  us  to  ^  fo  war  to  sus- 
tain it.  That  is  what  he  said,  and  it  cannot  be  dis- 
j>uted*on  the  floor;  and  an  attempt  ought  not  to  be 
made  to  disguise  it.  Now,  I  want  to  put  to  the 
American  Conmss  one  or  two  simple  m^uiries  in 
respect  to  this  doctrine  in  favor  or  non-interven- 
tion. I  ask  what  department  can  commit  us  to  it 
in  a  form  to  be  authoritative  and  respected  ?  Sup- 
pose the  Ex^utive  should  declare  it,  does  not 
every  one  know  that,  coming  from  that  Depart- 
ment alone,  it  would  be  brtUvmfulmen?  Suppose 
it  should  not  be  respected^  as  it 'most  prouabW' 
would  not  be,  what  could  the  President  do?  He 
could  not  back  it  with  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States.  The  war-power  resides  m  Con- 
gress; and  no  appropriation  to  that  use  can  be 
made  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years.  AH  he  , 
could  do  would  be  to  convene  Congress,  and  rec-  * 
ommend  to  it  to  declare  war  to  make  good  his 
declaration.  Congress  is,  as  we  all  know, a  fluctu- 
ating body;  an  opposition  Congress  is  not  always 
disposed  to  carry  out  Executive  recommendations^ 
ana  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  with  certainty  that 
all  future  Congresses  would  go  to  war  to  sustain 
such  a  declaration,  even  if  made  by  a  President 
to  whom  it  was  friendly.  It  certainly  would  not 
do  it  in  a  case  which  did  not  strongly  enlist  its 
sympathy.  Yet  to  cause  the  principle  to  be  re- 
spected in  any  case,  it  would  be  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate it  in  all.  I  repeat,  what  Kossuth  himseir 
admits  in  efllect,  that,  unless  it  is  known  by  other 
nations  that  we  would  vindicate  our  declaratian  by 
war  if  it  was  not  respected^  that  it  would  be  mers 
bnUumfulmen. 

Suppose  the  declaration  made  by  the  Executive 
and  by  Congress  also.  It  coulaonly  bind  the 
Congress  that  would  make  it. 

Kossuth  *s  doctrines  are  impracticable  uiKler  onr 
form  of  government.  Let  me  iDustrete.  Sup-- 
pose  this  Qovemment  was  to  commit  itself  in  all 
of  its  branches  to  them;  suppose  about  August, 
Hungary  should  again  strike  for  her  independence; 
suppose  Russia  should  interfere^-as  interfere  she 
would,  for  the  right  to  do  so,  as  she  esteems,  is 
the  vital  principle  of  her  system,  and  she  would 
risk  a  war  with  us,  or  anybody  dse,  sooner  than 
surrender  it — all  the  President  could  do  would 
be  to  convene  Conffress.  T*his  would  take  sixty 
days.  We  wouW  debate  at  least  six  weeks,  more 
hkely  six  months,  before  a  declaration  of  war 
would  be  made.  Then  we  would  have  to  take 
time  to  raise  and  discipline  an  am^,  unless  we  do 
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what  I  think  is  ao  ixidHipcnsable  adjunct  to  thia 
policy — keep  on  hoiui  a  large  standing  army. 
Tlien  they  are  to  be  transported  to  Hungary,  and 
in  the  mean  time  she  is  again  prostrate;  and  we,  I 
suppose,  would  either  return  with  our  fingers  in 
•or  months^  or  wage  a  war  to  resuscitate  her.  In 
ether  words,  we  would  wage  a  war  to  bring  into 
fyii^nrA  a  republic  rather  than  to  succor  one.  If 
we  desire  to  engage  in  this  policy,  I  think  France 
presents  a  ikir  Uieaire.  That  is  the  view  I  hinted 
at  yesterday;  but  I  did  not  wish  to  elaborate  it 
then,  and,  of  course,  I  do  not  mean  to  attempt  it 
BOW,  in  the  five  minutes  that  are  allotted  me.  I 
shall  do  it  hereafter.  But  I  undertake  to  sa^  that 
this  doctrine  of  intenrention  is  utterly  inconsistent, 
with  the  whole  structure  of  our  Government. 
Under  a  monarchy  it  is  different.  When  the  King 
of  England  or  any  other  of  the  ])Otentates  of 
Europe  make  a  declaration  against  intervention, 
thev  nave  all  the  war  power  in  their  own  hands, 
and  they  can  back  their  declaration  without  con- 
sttlting  anybody.  T  undertake  to  say,  with  some 
littie  knowledge  of  history  upon  this  subject,  that 
there  has  been  no  case  where  any  nation  of  Eu- 
rope has  taken  the  (lecUive  stand  which  we  ar^ 
called  upon  to  take,  that  did  not  at  least  commence 
making  preparation  for  war  coexistent  with  its 
dedarotion.  In  most  cases  the  preparation  has 
preceded  the  declaration;  and  to  cause  it  to  be 
respected  this  must  be  done.  If  we  are  to  adopt 
this  European  policy,  we  must  adopt  all  essential 
parts  of  it. 

[Here  Cfie  banuner  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Stan- 
ton's amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Cburchweu.*  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.     I  desire  to  offer  an 

vmeodmeot  to  the  amendment  of  the  eentleman 

from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Church  well.]    I  offer  the 

fo&owing: 

MnatitJf  Tbat  the  8|Maker  he  requettad  to  appoint  a 
iMwil»e  who  flball  report  to  tMs  Hoaw  whether,  in  their 
apBtoo,  the  resolation  of  the  last  Congress,  ihviting  Father 
Maftcw  lo  a  scat  in  this  Hall,  committed  mcmbefs  af  Oon- 
'  die  Govonmeat  of  the  United  States  to  tiia  cause 


fOreat  lauehter.l 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  amendment  is  not  in 

Mr!  STEPHENS,  of  (Georgia.  What  is  Ae 
podif^  amendment } 

Ths  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
ffBtJfBwn  from  Teimessee,  [Mr.  Cburcuwbll.] 

Ml  STEPHENS.  What  has  become  of  the 
noiifflent  of  the  eentleman  from  Illinois? 

1|t  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Hlw YATES.    I  offer  the  following  amendment 

tiAi«Dendment: 

"Mdttt  said  eoHHuittae  be  iostmcted  ts  iaAmn  Louis 
Mas*  that  the  Oovemmem  of  the  United  States  will  not 
iHk  «tt  indiffon!mc9  on  the  intervention  of  Rotds,  or 
snrster  foreifn  Fovnr,  against  Hungary,  in  any  ecraggle 
■i  nsftjr  riM  may  harewter  have  agsnst  the  denotic 
•SMTvfAasiria." 

Mr.  YATES  said:   I  have   introduced    this 
iMftdment  only  for  the  purpose  of,  saying  that, 
I  sn  in  favor  of  the  original  resolution.    I  am' 
iMonished   that  gentlemen  will  not  permit  the 
House  to  come  to  a  fair  vote  upon  that  resolution. 
The  resolution  does  not  oommit  the  House  to  the 
principle  of  intervention.    No,  sir;  not  even  hj 
implication  or  construction.    There  is  nothing  in 
it  which,  according  to  a  fair  and  honest  interpre- 
totiA),  can  be  construed  a  committal  to  that  prin- 
ciple.   The  only  ouestion   is,  whetJier  we  will 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  this  illustrious  cham- 
{ioQ  of  human  ri^ta.    It  contains  a  simple  direc- 
lioo  to  the  committee  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth, 
tod  to  introduce  him  to  this  House.    When  ^en- 
dnaen  nmj  the  objection  of  intervention  agamst 
this  rMolution,  they  travel  out  of  the  record. 
There  is  no  such  averment  in  the  declaration.    It 
ii  a  simple  act  of  courtesy,  and  no  more.   I  would 
not,  sir,  needlessly  involve  this  nation  Inthe  affairs 
of  foreign  nations.    I  see  no  reason  yet  to  change 
the  time-honored  policy  of  the  country — entang- 
liog  alKaares  with  none;  and  immeaiate  inter- 
TentioD,  by  means  and  men,  might  prove  most 
diwlious  to  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  and 
a^^ht  evoi  endanger  its  existence,  to  say  nothing 
siue  blood  to  be  shed  and  the  immense  amount 
of  mmre  to  be  expended  in  such  a  iandful  cru- 
«ds  ftr  nbcrty. 

BwlUMtTf  1  vould  be  willing  to  go  further  even 
dai  VU9  fwofetrion,  and  to  express,  in  unequivo* 
tnticflliv  oar  sympathy  for  every  nation  strug- 


gling against  power  and  despotism  for  true  and 
genuine  liberty. 

Who  is  Louis  Kossuth  >  He  stands  forth  prom- 
inent before  the  civilized  world  as  the  distinguished 
representative  of  the  denaocratic  principle  in  Eu- 
rope; as  one  who,  in  the  council  chamoer  of  his 
native  landr— in  the  Hunffarian  Diet — contended 
for  the  abolition  of  feuded  prerogatives,  for  the 
principle  of  popular  representation,  and  for  unre- 
stricted equality  without  regard  to  rank  or  birth? — 
and  who  is  now  the  great  missionary  of  freedom, 
and  is  setting  on  fire  the  whole  civilized  world  by 
the  splendor  and  power  and  brilliancy  of  his  ^lo" 
guence  in  the  sacred  cause  of  oppressed  humanity. 
He  comcsi  here  an  exile.  Overcome  by  his  ene- 
mies, defeated  by  t|ie  treachery  of  his  friends,  in- 
carcerated in  Austrian  dungeons,  banished  from 
his  native  country,  from  the  home  of  his  childhood, 
yet  his  lofly  spirit,  still  unbroken,  towers  with  the 

great  idea  of  redemption  to  Hungary,  and  his  great 
eart  still  beats  with  the  unfiutenng:  purpose  to 
strike  for  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man.  This, 
sir,  is  the  man  whom  we  propose  to  welcome. 

Sir,  if  it  be  intervention,  which  I  deny,  to  shake 
by  the  hand  this  repubtiea»t  then  I  am  for  interven- 
tion. If  it  be  intervention  to  proclaim  our  sym- 
pathy for  any  people  struggling  for  disenthralment 
iVom  tyranny,  for  the  great  principles  of  demo- 
cratic liberty,  then  I  am  for  it.  [Several  voices: 
"That's  right."]  If  it  be  intervention  for  this 
Congress  to  express  its  indignant  condemnation 
of  the  tyranny  of  Austria  and  the  double  tyranny 
of  Russia,  in  the  pro|[res8  of  this  Hungarian  war, 
then  I  am  for  it.  [Voices:  "  That's  right. "]  Sir, 
the  inghrioua  unUment  that  we,  the  freest  nation 
in  the  world,  enjoying  all  the  blessings  of  republi- 
can government,  can  be  indifferent  to  the  struggles 
of  the  oppressed  for  the  same  liberty  we  possess, 
is  a  sentimeht  unworthy  of  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  and  should  find  no  lodgment  in  the 
American  heart.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this 
Government  to  express  its  sympathy  in  such  oases, 
and  I  hope  it  will  continue  to  be.  We  must  do 
right,  sir,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  may. 
If  Russia  and  Austria  take  offence  and  bring  on 
war,  it  will  be  their  war  and  not  ours.  We  shall 
fight  in  the  defence;  and  in  a  righteotts  war  upon 
our  own  soil,  we  could  bid  defiance  to  the  despot- 
isms of  the  world.  Bright  glories  have  covered 
our  arms  in  three  wars  alrMdy;  but  in  this  last 
and  final  struggle  between  freedom  and  despotism, 
our  good  old  fia^  would  be  borne  alofl  in  tmimph, 
the  glorious  ensign  of  bberty  to  the  world. 

Mr.  ChainKian,  we  are  tout  that  there  is  no  pre- 
cedent for  this  welcome.  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  precedent  is  worth  something,  and  could  show 
that  we  had  precedents  in  a  good  measure  simiUur 
to  the  case  now  before  us,  in  the  reception  of  La- 
iavette  and  Father  Mathew;  but  what  is  it  for 
which  gentlemen  ask  a  precedent?  Why,  sir,  it 
is  this:  we  must  not  take  a  good  republican  by  the 
hand,  because  we  have  no  precedent  for  it.  This, 
sir,  with  due  deference  to  gentlemen,  1  must  say  is 
simply  ridicukms.  No  precedent,  sir !  I  will  in- 
quire if  all  advance  in  legiahition,  aU  progress  in 
civil  or  political  leform^  and  even  the  friendly  ex- 
change of  the  common  oottrtesies  of  life,  are  to  be 
disregarded ,  because  there  is  no  precedent  for  them  ? 
Sir,  it  is  in  politics  as  it  is  in  the  physical  sciences, 
in  improvements  in  agriculture,  or  the  mechanic 
arts;  it  is  an  age  of  progress  in  which  in  some 
dlings  we  are  leaving  the  old  landmarks  behind 
and  striking  out  a  new  path. '  Less  tlian  half  a 
century  ago,  and  there  was  no  precedent  for  steam- 
boats, or  railroads,  or  tel^^phs.  Now,  sir,  we 
have  prtcedenU  in  the  palaces  that  float  upon  the 
bosoms  of  our  rivers  and  plough  the  ocean;  in  the 
iron  horse  that  thunders  along  our  motmtains  and 
valleys;  and  in  the  long  wires  which  bear  our 
thoughts  and  messages  faster  than  eogles  fly.  Sir, 
if  there  is  no  precedent  in  the  annals  of  Congress 
for  tendering  the  hospitalities  of  this  nation  to  so 
distinguished  a  champion  of  human  rights  as  Louis 
^KoMUth,  then  the  sooner  we  have  such  a  precedent 
the  better.  The  more  is  the  honor  to  us«  if  we 
shall  be  the  first  Congress  to  set  such  a  glorious 
precedent. 

But  Kossuth  is  a  foreigner.  This,  sir,  is  no 
objection  with  me.  It  is  jtistly  our  boast,  that 
ours  is  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  every  clime; 
and  long,  long  I  hope  it  will  continue  to  be. 
When  the  lone  exile  of  oppression  shall  find  no 
other  refuge,  here,  sir,  in  all  time  to  come,  may 
he  find  a  foothold.   A  considerable  -portion  of  the 


population  of  the  district  I  have  the  ^onor  to  rep- 
resent, consists  of  €^erman8,  and,  sir,  they  are  die- 
tinguished  for  tlieir  intelligence,  enterprise^  and 
public  spirit;  but  more  than  this,  they  are  distin- 
guished for  their  ardent  devotion  to  our  Govern- 
ment. They  readily  learn  our  language,  take  an 
interest  in  our  schools  and  public  works,  and  I 
believe,  sir,  are  as  sober,  industrious,  moral,  and 
patriotic  as  our  native  American  citizens.  Upon 
the  great  subject  of  liberty  I  humbly  trust  that 
this  House  cannot  hesitate  because  Kossuth  is  a 
foreigner.  The  true  friends  of  freedom  are  united 
in  the  bonds  of  brotherhood  throughout  the  world« 
and  no  natural  barriers,  no  differences  of  locality, 
of  clime, -or  country,  no  ocean  running  between, 
should  divide  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  noble  opportunity  ibr 
the  representatives  of  this  great  nation  to  testify 
to  the  world  their  sympathy  for  a  nation  strusi^ 
gling  to  be  free.    It  should  not  pass.    We  shouM 

five  to  Kossuth  such  a  welcome  as  is  worthy  of 
is  exalted  worth — of  his  privations  in  the  cause 
of  freedom— of  his  illustrious  services,  and  of  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  living  orators  of  the  age^ 
and  such,  a  welcome  as  is  worthy  of  this  gtfieX 
nation.  Ours  is  the  greatest  and  freest  nation  on 
the  earth.  We  have  attained  to  a  fuller  and  more 
perfect  development  of  the  democratic  principle 
than  any  other  people.  Then,  sir,  let  us  welcome 
Kossuth  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this,  our  great 
land  of  free  States  and  spveadmg  millions  of  free 
people.  Let  no  idle  and  inglorious  fears  of  offending 
the  despots  df  Europe  deter  us  from  the  plain  dic- 
tates of^  patriotic  duty.  Let  Kossuth  feel  that  the 
simple,  unostentations  welcome  of  this  House  is  a 
full  reward  for  all  his  services  in  behalf  of  op- 
pressed humanity;  and  that  this  land,  with  insti- 
tutions based  emphaticallv^  upon  the  power  of  the 
people,  is  indeeo  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed. 
Let  him  feel  that  if  he  does  not  get  men  and 
money  and  armed  intervention  from  our  Govern- 
ment, he  gets  what  is  not  less  potent  for  his 
cuise — the  moral  power  of  this  nation. 

sAt.  Chairman,  let  net  the  representatives  of 
the  people  be  behind  the  people  themselves.  I  re- 
joice, sir,  that  standing  in  this  the  Capitol  of  my 
country  for  the  first  time,  it  is  my  prerogative  to 
speak  for  this  resolution.  Let  us  hail  Kossuth, 
not  for  himself  only,  but  for  his  cause,  as  the 
elder  Adams  said  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  **  with 
gratulation  and  joy,  with  bonfires  and  illumina- 
tions." Welcome  should  be  inscribed  upon  the 
doors  of  the  Capitol,  upon  the  flag  that  floats 
above  us— 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GREY  said,  that  this  debate  had  token  a 
range  and  latitude,  which  to  him  seemed  strange 
and  inappropriate.  The  simple  question  presented 
by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Onio,  [Mr. 
CTartter,]  was  as  to  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  introduce  Mr.  Kossuth  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Yet  a  person  entering  the  HaH 
ana  ignorant  of  the  true  question  before  the  House, 
would  suppose  that  the  proposition  under  discus- 
sion was  war  with  Russia  and  direct  intervention 
in  the  contest  between  Hungary  and  Austria.  The 
'resolution  presents  no  such  issue.  The  question 
is  simply  whether  we  shall  now  repudiate,  or  carry 
out  the  invitation  heretofore  tendered  to  Kossuth; 
whether  we  shall  extend  to  him  the  courtesies  to 
which  we  stand  committed  by  the  action  of  the 
Executive  and  by  past  legislation.  In  February 
last,  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  the  officer  ch^i^ged 
with  the  management  of  our  foreign  relati9ns,  had 
taken  the  initiative,  and  instructed  our  Minister  in 
Turkey  to  open  n^tiations  Mriih  the  Turkish 
Government  for  the  liberation  of  Kossuth.  This 
proceeding  of  the  national  Executive  had  been 
subsequently  indorsed  and  approved  by  Congress, 
by  the  resolution  of  Mai'cn  last,  instructing  the 
President  to  send  a  national  vessel  to  bring  Kos- 
suth to  this  country. 

The  President  in  his  message  informed  Con- 
gress that  he  had  complied  with  their  instructions, 
and  that  Kossuth  was  soon  expected  to  arrive, 
and  he  referred  to  their  consideration  the  question 
of  the  manner  of  the  reception  and  treatment  of 
this  distinguiseed  man,  thus  brought  to  this  coun- 
try by  the  order  of  Congress.  Kossuth  arrived, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  oa  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  Navy,  had  re- 
ceived him  at  New  York  as  the  nation's  guest 
with  a  national  salute.  Congress  then  adopted 
the  following  Joint  Resolution: 
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**ReiolxeAhuth€  Senate  and  Houee  0/  RevrcBeniahMee 
of  the  United  States  in  Ck>ngress  a$Membled,  That  Uie  Con- 
greM  of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 

Seople  of  the  United  States,  five  to  Louis  Kossuth  a  cor- 
ial  welcome  to  the  capital  and  to  the  country;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
.dem  of  the  United  States.'' 

Where  did  this  demonstration  in  favor  of  Kos- 
suth originate?  It  was  not  a  Democratic  meas- 
ure, nor  a  Whig  measure;  but  a  measure  of  the 
National  Executive— of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  controls  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  country, 
and  who  first  su^Kested  that  we  should  pass  a 
joint  resolution  welcoming  Louis  Kossuth  to  the 
capital  and  the  country. 

In  compliance  with  the  invitation  tendered  him 
by  Congress  in  this  joint  resolution,  Kosduth 
presents  himself  in  this  capital.  Now,  the  plain 
question^is,  Will  you  recall,  or  will  vou  fulfill  the 
invitation  you  have  given  him?  Are  you  now 
doubtf\il  of  his  worth  and  merits  ?  And  had  you 
not  the  same  data,  by  which  to  judge  of  his  worth 
and  merits,  before  you  gave  him  this  invitation, 
as  now  ?  My  colleague  on  my  right  [Mr.  Ewing] 
fears  that  this  tends  to  interventiop  in  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  and  asks  where  are  we  to  stop?  I  an- 
swer, that  ■  the  question  of  intervention  or  non- 
intervention is  not  before  us.  It  will  be  time 
enough  to  decide  that  question  when  it  arises. 
The  question  now  presented,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion, IS,  shall  we  fulfill  the  reasonable  expectations 
created  by  our  own  prtvious  action?  Having  in- 
vited Kossuth  to  come  to  the  capital,  shall  we 
receive  him  and  treat  him  with  courtesy,  now 
that  h^ has  accepted  our  invitation?  And  shall 
we,  by  so  doing,  express  our  sympathy  for  the 
progress  of  liberal  institutions  and  resublicanism 
m  Europe,  of  which  he  is  the  representative  ?  I 
do  not  intend  to  contribute  in  any  way  to  involve 
my  country  in  a^war,  for  the  propagation  of  the 
doctrines  advocated  by  Kossuth.  YetJ  seeno 
reason  why  we  should  not  give  him  and  his  cause 
the  moral  mfluence  of  our  countenance  and  sym*' 

Eathy,  by  receiving  him  with  the  civility  and  go- 
teness  due  to  our  own  self-respect.  The  law  of 
nations  does  not  forbid  the  exercise  of  such  hospi- 
tality, nor  the  expression  of  our  sympathies  for 
this  distinguished  man  and  the  cause  he  represents. 
The  despotic  powers  of  the  world  combine  to 
maintain  and  uphold  their  doctrines,  and  why 
should  we  hesitate  to  give  the  moral  influence  of 
our  sympathy  to  the  cause  0/  liberal  and  republi- 
can insututions,  or  to  extend  to  their  representa- 
tive the  civilities  to  which  we  are  committed  ?  To 
my  colleagues,  who  differ  from  me  on  this  ques- 
tion, I  say  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  would 
not  hesitate  to  do  so,  fully,  frankly,  heartily, 
and  gracefully,  as  the  occasion  demands. 

Sir,  Louis  Kossuth,  as  the  great  apostle  of  lib- 
erty, as  the  representative  of  those  who  advocate 
liberal  principles  in  Europe,  as  a  martyr  to  those 
principles,  and  an  exile  from  his  own  dear  Hun- 
carv,  would  be  greeted  nowhere  with  a  more  cor- 
dial and  whole-souled  welcome,  than  in  Kentucky. 
To  my  colleagues  who  oppose  this  resolution 
(Messrs.  Marshall  and  Ewmo)  I  will  suppose 
this  case:  They  unite  in  an  invitation  to  a  distin- 
guished but  unfortunate  individual,  a  citizen  of 
another  State  of  this  Union,  or,  if  they  please,  of 
a  foreign  government,  to  come  and  make  nis  home 
in  Kentucky.  They  send  their  **  coach  and  four" 
to  bring  him  to  the  State.  He  arrives.  They 
again  unite  in  a  joint  note,  bidding  him  welcome 
to  the  State,  and  to  their  houses.  He  so  conducts 
himself  that  lie  is  received  in  everv  town  and  city 
with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  with  every  token  of 
the  highest  appreciation,  and  he  is  escorted  by 
committees  from  town  to  town,  till  he  reaches  the 
doors  of  my  two  colleagues.  Would  thejr  then 
say  to  their  families  and  friends,  **Sit  still,  be 
quiet,  don't  move;  I  won't  invite  this  man  in,  nor 
introduce  him  to  my  hoosehold,  for  fear  he  may 
next  ask  for  a  loan  of  money,  or  some  new  favor; 
or  lest  he  may  not  behave  like  a  eentleman,  and 
act  in  all  respects  with  propriety."  Is  this  Ken- 
tucky hospitality  ?  No,  sir;  no.  After  such  invi- 
tations and  antecedents,  a  Kentuckian  would  meet 
the  stranger  at  the  door;  would  do  it  handsomely; 
would  taice  him  sordially  by  the  hand,  and  ex- 
claim^  "Welcome^  sir.  thrice  welcome  to  these 
halls.  Allow  me  the  pleasure  of  introducing  you 
to  my  family  and  friends."  This  much  is  due 
from  this  House  to  the  distinguished  patriot  and 
exile,  who  now  stands  at  our  door— our  own  in- 
yited  guest..    The  resolt^tipn  of  the  gentleman  from 


Ohio  does  this,  and  commits  us  to  nothing  more; 
and  I  will  vote  for  it  with  all  my  heart. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  you  receive  himj  as  this 
resolution  proposes,  he  will  next  ask  your  aid  and 
intervention  in  the  afl^iirs  of  Hungary.  Be  it  so. 
Will  it  be  a  crime  in  Kossuth  to  ask  our  aid  ?  I 
think  not.  He  has  a  nght  to  ask,  as  we  have  a 
right  to  grant,  or  to  withhold,  as  we  may  jud^ 
fitting  and  proper,  when  the  demand  or  request  is 
presented.  And  I  ask  how  we  will  be  in  any 
worse  condition  to  refuse  his  request,  after  we  have 
received  him  with  that  hospitality  and  those  civili- 
ties, which  seem  called  for  oy  the  invitation  which 
has  brought  him  here.  If  you  invite  a  man  to 
your  house,  you  receive  him  when  he  comes,  with 
cordial  courtesy;  and  if  he  afterwards  presents  an 
ilinreasonable  request,  or  one  which  you  do  not 
think  proper  to  concede,  you  may  then  with  better 
grace  decline. 

It  has  been  imputed,  as  an  offence,  to  Kossuth, 
that  he  has  appealed  from  the  Government  to  the 
people.  I  do  not  so  understand  him.  In  contrast- 
ing the  Governments  of  Europe  with  that  of  the 
United  States — a  contrast  drawn  from  him  by  the 
excitement  of  the  warm  reception  with  whicii  his 
landing  in  America  was  greeted  by  the  people — he 
has  scud  that  here  the  people  are  sovereign,  as 
they  should  be,  and  as  he  wishes  to  see  them  in 
his  own  country.  In  declaring  that  the  people 
are  the  true  sovereigns,  I  understand  him  as 
declaring  his  assent  tathat  principle  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, which  he  wishes  to  see  introduced  into 
his  own  country.  Has  not  every  member  of  this 
House,  in  his  canvassing,  used  the  same  language, 
and  in  the  same  spirit,  when  addressing  the 
people  ?  If  so,  did  tney  mean  any  offence  to  the 
people  or  to  the  Grovemment?  If  not,  why  take 
exception  to  the  same  language  when  spoken  by 
Kossuth?  For  my  part,  being  well  convinced 
that  he  intended  no  offence,  I  will  not  captiously 
take  offence.  It  is  also  urged  that  we  offered  him 
an  asylum;  that  we  invited  him  to  become  a  resi- 
dent amongst  us;  and  that  we  ought  not  to  reoeive 
him  because  he  comes,  not  to  reside,' but  as  a 
transient  visitor.  But  if  you  invite  a  person  to 
take  up  his  abode  with  you,  and  he  comes  to  thank 
you,  will  you  turn  your  back  upon  him,  because 
ne  respectfully  makes  known  that  his  circum- 
stances prevent  his  accepting  your  kind  offer? 
We  do  not  do  so  in  Kentucky.  No,  sir.  Con- 
gress invited  Kossuth  to  come  to  America.  On 
his  arrival,  the  President  received  him  as  the  na- 
tion's guest,  with  a  national  salute.  Congress 
has  since  invited  him  to  the  capital;  and  since  he 
has  come  on  that  invitation,  1,  for  my  part,  will 
receive  him  in  the  manner  whidi  1  think  our  pre- 
vious action  requires — with  the  cordial  sympathy 
due  to  his  cause,  with  the  honors  due  to  him  as 
its  representative,  and  with  the  polite  courtesy  and 
generous  hospitality  for  which  the  American  peo- 
ple are  distinguished,  and  none  more  than  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  demanded  tellers 
on  Mr.  Yatbs's  amendment;  which  were  ordered; 
and  Messrs.  Avbrett  and  Fowlbr  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  6,  noes  90.    No  quorum  voting. 

TLoud  cries  of  *•  Call  the  roin^ 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  a  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  do  now  rise  was  in  order. 
The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  the  motion  would 
not  be  in  order,  as  the  rule  required  that  when  the 
committee  found  itself  without  a  quorum  the  roll 
should  be  called. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 
the  chairman  of  the  'committee  reported  the  facts 
to  the  House,  with  the  names  of  the  absentees. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  the  committee 
resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Orr  and  Fowler  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  50,  noes  74. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  ritfe. 

The  question  was  next  again  taken  on  Mr. 
Yates's  aD\pndment;  and  the  tellers  reported- 
ayes  3,  noes  77.    No  quorum  voting. 

So  the  roll  was  again  called. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 


resumed  the  chair,^the  chairman  of  the  committee 
reported  the  facts,  and  the  names  of  the  absentees 
to  the  House. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  committee  resumed 
its  session. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  . 

Mr.  WALSH  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding,  '*  with  instructions  to  report  the  resolu- 
tion te  the  House." 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  demanded  tell- 
ers on  the  motion  that  th^  committee  rise. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Snow,  and 
JoHKsoN  of  Tennessee,  appointed. 

Th^  question  being  then  taken,  tellers  reported-— 
ayes  15,  noes  74;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  roll  was  called. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  haying 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
reported  that  the  Committee  of^  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  having  caused  the  roll  to  be 
called,  had  found  itself  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  ASHE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Teimessee,  inauired  if  a 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  would  not  take 
precedence  of  the  motion  to  adjourn  ?  # 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  TOWNSHEND  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  64,  nays  88;  as  follows: 

YEAS— McMTs.  Aiken,  A#be,  Averett,  Tho«.  H.  Bayly, 
Bfurere,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Brooks,  Alt)ert  G.  Bn>WD,  E.  C. 
Cftbell,  Csldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Churchwell.  Cobb, 
Cullnni,  Dockeiy,  fidmandson,  Bwiflx,  Pitch,  Goodenow, 
Hall,  Hammond,  Harper,  Isham  G.  Uarris,  Baven,  Hen- 
drickf,  HiJIyer.  Jackson,  Andre^ir  Johnson,  James  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  Kohns,  Landry,  Lockhart,  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  Martin,  McMullin,  Meacham,  Miller,  Joha 
Meore,  Morehead,  Murphy,  Porter,  Powell,  Savate,  Scber- 
nierhom.  Scurry,  Smitli,  Stanly.  Alexander  H.  Stepheoay 
I'uylnr,  Venable,  Watklns,  and  Williams— M. 

NAy!s— Messrs.  Willis  AHen,  Allison,  Babcock,  Bait- 
l«n,  Bell,  BisseH,  John  H.  Boyd.  Breckenridffe,  Brencrai, 
Bricgs,  Buell,  Busby,  Joseph  Cable,  Caitter,  Chapnuui, 
ChastHin,  Cleveland,  CUngman,  CongM.  George  T.  DaviSy 
John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastmaa,  Bdgertoo, 
Ficklin,  Florence,  Floyd,  Fowler.  Henry  M.  Fuller,  'nioa, 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giddings.  Gilmore,  Gnnnao, 
Green,  Grow,  Henn,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas 
M.  Howe,  InsersoU,  Ives,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jones.  Preston  King,  Letcher,  Mace,  Mano, 
Millson,  Molony,  ^Tabers,  Newton,  Peaslee.  Penniman, 
Perkins,  Raatoul,  Rnbie,  Robinson,  Sackett.  Scudder,  Da^ 
vid  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton,  Smart. 
Snow,  Bei^amin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Ridiard 
H.  Stanton,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Sweetser.  George 
W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Townshend,  Tuek,  WalbrJdgc, 
Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Welch,  Addison  WUte,  Wil- 
drick,  and  Yates— 88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Before  the  above  result  was  announced — 

Mr.  GENTRY  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  propound  a  Question  to  the  Chair. 
I  simply  wish  to  know  whether  it  wDl  be  in  order 
for  me  to  move,  provided  the  House  does  not  ad- 
journ, that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution, and  instructed,  to  report  that  resolution 
forthwith  to  the  House  without  amendment.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  VENABLE.    I  object. 

rCriesof  "  Go  on  !»»  "  (Jo  on  V] 

Mr.  GENTRY.  I  do  not  claim  the  right  of 
flebate,  but  only  ask  the  permission  of  tho 
House 

[Cries of  "  Order  !•*  "Order!"  "G^o  on !"  **Qo 
on  !"  from  numerous  members.] 

Mr.  GENTRY.    I  was  about  to  remark 

rCries  of  "  Order  I"  ««  Order  !"J 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made»  tho 
gentleman  cannot  proceea. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  a  ouorum  pres- 
ent, the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Jokbi, 
of  Tennessee]  will  resume  the  chair.  That  is  the 
order  of  business  under  the  rules. 

The  Chaishan  resumed  the  chair,  and  an- 
nounced that  the  question  before  the  committee  was 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Yates]  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Churchwell.] 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  The  question  be- 
fore  the  committee  was  on  the  motion  to  rike. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  geritleman  from 
Florida  is  correct.  Upon  this  question  tellers 
had  been  ordered,  and  wlien  they  had  reported. 
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it  was  ascertained  that  no  quorum  was  present. 
Tbe  tellers  will  resume  their  places. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  beg  to  remark  that  I  believe 
the  c{aestion  before  the  committee  was  upon  the  , 
motion  that  the  cominittee  rise,  and  that  the  in- 
fexibility  of  the  opposition  is  such  that  everv  one 
Bust  perceive,  if  they  are  determined  to  hola  out, 
k  is  out  of  the  quesuon  to  pass  this  resolution  to- 
night. Grentlemen  will  remember  a  similar  scene 
upon  the  California  question  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  the  amount  of  time  consumed  in  five 
minute  speeches.  And  in  this  case,  unless  gentle- 
mes  want  to  make  five  minute  speeches,  I  insist 
thai  the  committee  do  rise. 

The  tellers,  Messrs.  Brown  of  Mississippi,  and 
Cbatman,  having  resumed  their  places,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  motion  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  62,  noes  74. 
So  l^e. committee  refused  to  riMe, 
The  question  recurring  upon  the  amendment  to 
the  ameodnentf 

Bir.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  demanded  tell- 
ers: which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Gilmoee 
-and  Cabbll  were  appointed. 

Tbeaueetion  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reponea— aye  l,Does  75;  no  quorum  voting. 
(Cries,  "  Call  the  roll !'»  «*  Call  the  roll !"] 
The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  reported  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  caused  the 
roll  to  be  called,  and  mstructed  him  to  report  the 
&cu  to  the  House  with  the  names  of  the  absent- 


There  being  no  quorum  present, 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgi^  moved  k  call  of 
the  House;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  move  that  thb  House  do 
BOW  adjourn. 

Mr,  WILDRICK  called  for  the  yeas  and  na^s 
«B  that  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Hie  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
tefiisad  to  a4J<Mtrn — ^yeas  61,  nays  77;  as  fol- 
knrs: 


AbercromMe,  Aiken,  Wflliasi  Apple- 

•MyAslie,  Averett,  TiKMnat  H.  Bayly,  Bmrrere,  Boeook, 

Bdiii*,  Breoion,  Albert  6.  Brown,  Burrow*,  E.  Carrinf- 

mm  CWMI,  Caldwell,  Lewia  D.  Campbell,  Chnrcbwell, 

OoMi,  CaUom,  Dockerjr,  Edroandcon,  Ewinp,  Fitch,  Free- 

,<Seolff3r,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  6r«iy,  Hall,  Hammond, 

m,  libaai  O.  Harris,  Haven,  Hendrickn.  Hilly sr,  An- 

'  Johoson.  Jaiiies  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnmn,  George 

W.lmfn,  Kuhns, Landry, Lockhart,  Humphrey  Mar^liall, 

UmIb,  McMnllen,  Miner.  Millson,  John  Moore,  Moro- 

Wil,lfv^y,  Powell,  Riddle.   Savage,  Scherroerhom, 

Cm,  Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Taylor, 

Wk  Waskios,  and  WiBiam»-6L 

IW->MeMr8.  WUlia  Allen,  Allison,  Babcock,  Bar^ 
ta;  flfaseil,  Bown«,  Biiggs,  Buell,  Josei^  Cable,  Cartter, 
Qipaiia,  Chaatein,  Cleveland,  Clingmaa.  Confer,  John 
4.  Ostia,  Dean,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastman,  EdMrton,  Pick- 
JvTIiRBce,  Floyd,  Fowkr,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gaylord, 
wwau,  GilMMire.  Green,  Grow,  Hascal^Henn,  Horaford, 
htmW^  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Tngersoll,  Ives,  John 
Masoa.  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Prestoa  King,  Leusher,  Maee, 
Miaa,  Mcaeham,  Molony,  Newtoo,  Peaslee,  Peaniman, 
fiBkias,  Poner,  Rantoul.  JRobie,  Sackeo,  Scudder,  David 
In  Seymour,  ^kdton.  Smart,  Snow,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
ncdcriek  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
AiRStser,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Townshend, 
THck,  Walbrklf  e,  Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Wulcb,  Ad- 
*mm  While,  WUdrick,  and  Tates— 77. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  that  the  House  re- 
sohre  itself  into  the  CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  takings 
ttp  the  subject  under  consideration  at  its  last  sit- 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  has  already  or- 
dered that  there  shidl  be  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  direct  the  roll  to  be 
etlled. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georg:ia.  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  upon  that  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  so  under- 
stand it^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  had  just  risen,  when  the 
notion  was  made  to  adjourn,  to  call  fbr  the  3rea8 
ind  nays,  wnen  the  gentleman  upon  my  right 
pfr.  CLorcif  Av]  called  for  them .  The  Chair  said 
X  was  too  late.  I  raise  this  point  of  order.  It  is 
Mfer  too  late  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  be- 
ttnae  U  is  a  constitutional  right. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
|«onstitiuionitl  right,  but  it  is  too  late  to  call  the 
JIM  and  altys  upon  a  question  that  has  passed. 

1lr.JU>HNSON,ofAAtan9as.  IsihecaUstiU 
hSamf 


The  SPEAKER.  We  are  under  an  order  of 
the  House  for  a  call  of  this  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  that  all  further  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  call  of  the  House  be  suspended. 
,  Mr.  STEPHENS.  1  denuuid  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  ouestion  of  order.  It  is, 
that  no  proceedings  have  oeen  had  since  the  call 
of  the  House,  and  it  is  not  in  order  to  make  such 
a  motion  now.  ^ 

•  The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  for  the  House 
at  any  time  to  rescind  its  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  C  A  RTTER.  Is  it  in  order  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and*the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  House,  at  ten  p.  m.,  adjourned  to  Friday. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 
The  following  menxKials,  petitions,  Itc.,  were  presented 
ODder  Che  jale,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coiamitteea : 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  John  Gilfi!^ 
lin  and  65  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  coanty,  Penn^lva- 
nia.  praying  Consresa  to  pass  a  law  making  land  warrants 
unaer  the  act  of  1850  astignahle. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine ;  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  for  an  appropriation  to 
build  a  marine  hospital. 

Also,  petitions  of  citizens  of  Bangor  and  Ea8tport,in  said 
State,  for  an  appropriation  to  build  a  breakwater  at  Rich- 
mond's Island. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Swagers, 
widow  of  George  Swageia,  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  foe  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky:  The  memorial  of 
the  (General  Council  of  Louisville,  for  the  purchase  of  tbe 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 

By  Mr.  McDONALD :  The  petition  of  Enoch  Burt  and 
others,  asking  for  compensation  for  inventing  an  important 
imprt>vement  in  the  art  of  weaving  by  power. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN  :  The  memorial  of  the  heirs  oDDolond 
Francis  Vigo,  for  advances  msde  to  the  United  States  during 
the  campaign  of  General  George  Rogers  Clark. 

By  Mr.  SCHERMBRHORN  :  The  petition  of  H.  N.  Cur- 
tis and  35  other  citizens  of  Rochester,  New  York,  praying 
for  tbe  passage  of  a  law  for  tbe  protection  of  American  pat- 
entees against  the  violation  of  their  rights  in  tbe  aeighpor- 
ing  province  of  Canada. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  A  bill  to  grant  a  right  of  way  for  a  rail- 
road from  Springfield,  Jninois,  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  via  La- 
fliyette  and  Delphi,  Indiana,  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to 
said  Sutes  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  such  road. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Jtmwiry  2,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  BtrrLiiR. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  following  meaaage  waa  received  from  the 

Preaident  of  the  United  Statea:        *^ 

To  ihe  Senait  of  the  UniUi  8Utt»  : 

1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  96tb  instant, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  contractors  for 
paying  the  next  installment  due  to  Mexico,  pursuant  to  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hid%lgo.  representing  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  appropriation  by  Congrraa  of  tbe  money  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Tiie^message  waa  read,  and  it  waa 

Orderedf  That  it  be  leforred  to  tbe  Committee  oa  Fi* 
nance. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DOWNS  preaented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Kin^,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  certain  land 
within  the  **Maiaon  Rouge  Grant,"  upon  the 
terms  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  laat  seaaion  of 
Gon^reas  for  the  relief  of  purchasera  of  land 
withui  that  grant;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SHIEILDS  preaented  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Noah,  praying  compensation  for  services  dur- 
ing the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

AlsOt  the  petition  of  officers  of  the  Army  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Laramie,  prayinff  an  increase  of 
compensation;  whi<^  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Maria  Davis,  praying  a 
pension  and  oounty  kind  in  consideration  of  the 
services  of  her  son,  Thomas  Davis,  in  the  late  war 


with  Mexico;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee dn  Pensions. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  two  petitions  of  citizens 
of  San  Francisco,  California,  praying  the  estab- 
liahment  of  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Blodgett,  a  revolutionary  pension^ir,  praying  an 
increase  of  pension;  which  waa  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  thepetition  of  the 
late  and  present  land  officers  at  Washington,  Ar- 
kansas, praying  compenaation  for  services  in 
making  entries  of  lana  tmder  bounty  land  war- 
rants; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Elvira 
F.  Smith,  widow  of  an  Army  officer,  praying  a 
continuance  of  her  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  administrators  of  John 
Anderson,  praying  remuneration  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain;  which,  with  the  documents  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  claim,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Hiram  McCarty,  praying 
indemnity  for  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of 
his  late  father  by  the  British  authorities  in  Upper 
Canada,  in  consequence  of  his  adhering  to  the 
American  cause  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Woodbridge  and 
Henry  Chipman,  late  judges  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Michigan  Territpry»  praying  compensation 
for  services  rendered  by  them  which  did  not 
properly  belong  to  their  office;  which  was  referred 
to  tne  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  so 
much  of  the  land  contained  in  the  Fort  Howard 
military  reservation  as  is  not  reouired  for  military 
purposes  may  be  aurveyed  and  brou^t  into  mar- 
ket; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  Edi,  praying  the 
establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Bureau;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Wisconsin,  praying  a  grant  of  public  land  to 
that  State,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  raih-oad 
from  Milwaukie  to  the  Mississippi  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Edward  Holt,  praying  permission  to  enter  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land,  lyin^  in  a  military  reservation, 
on  which  he  has  made  improvements;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  CUims. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  received  a  peti- 
tlon  from  William  T.  Finch, of  St.  Louis,  which 
is  of  a  rather  extraordinary  character.  "Bx  repre- 
sents that  he  feela  that  he  is  destined,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  Gody  to  fulfill  a  destiny.  He  says  that 
he  has  been  engaged  during  tbe  whole  course  of 
his  life  in  the  cause  of  human  progress  and  ad- 
vancement. He  says  that,  unfortunately,  he  has 
not  met  with  that  success  in  his  efforts  which  his 
cause  deserves.  In  this  petition  he  evidently  takes 
the  side  of  "  intervention*'  as  his  doctrine,  and 
would  go  so  far  as  to  extend  it  throughout  the 
world.  He  prays  that  Congress  would  take  his 
memorial  into  tneir  consideration,  and  that  they 
would  put  him  upon  the  same  footing  aa  other 
foreign  refugees  are  placed  who  come  into  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  they  would  give  him  a  tract  of 
land,  and  make  a  special  provision'  to  that  effect, 
in  the  bill  which  he  understands  is  now  before 
Congress  for  granting  lands  to  foreign  refugees. 
He  further  states,  that  if  this  cannot  be  done  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  presidential  election  of  1853, 
he  prays  that  he  may  at  least  have  the  wannest 
sympathies  of  this  body.  I  move  that  this  mcm- 
oriai  be  referred  to  the  Comimttee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  memorial  was  so  cpferred. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  DOWNS.  Mr.  President,  I  have  in  ray 
hand  one  of  several  memorials  of  persons  claim- 
ing indemnities  for  losses  sustained  in  Mexico. 
They  represent  that  their  claims  were  presented  to 
a  former,  as  well  as  to  the  late  Board  of  Mexican 
Claims;  and  some  of  them  allege  that  their  claima 
were  entirely  rejected  by  the  late  Board,  although 
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they  had  been  approrcd  by  the  previous  Board. 
Olhere,  agaiii,  state  that  their  cfaiina  hare  been 
greatly  rrauc^d,  and  set  forth  that,  in  consequence 
Uf  this  reduction,  impstice  has  been  done  to  them 
by  the  Board  of  Commissioners;  that,  by  the 
bourse  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  taken  with  Mexico,  in  reliering  that  country 
from  all  of  these  claims,  it  has  become  bound  to 
io  them  justice,  and  they  ask  that  another  Board 
may  be  oYsanized,  or  some  other  mode  adopted, 
by  which  U>e  justice  of  these  claims  may  be  ascer- 
tained, apd  payment  of  them  made,  if  they  are 
iound  to  be  just.  I  feel  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  to 
know  whAt  ought  to  be  done  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
I  understand  that  there  are  a  |T«t  many  of  them 
besides  those  that  .hare  been  mtrusted  to  my  care. 
They  ask  for  an  investigation  of  the  matter  by  the 
Senate.  They  desire  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
I  entertained  some  doubt  whether  this  was  a  prop- 
er subject  for  the  investigation  of  this  body;  but  I 
l^&came  convinced  that  there  was  propriety  in  it, 
since  the  object  of  the  memorialists  is  not  to  make 
kny  criminal  charge  agaihst  the  Commissioners, 
but  simply  to  have  a  reinvestigation  of  their  claims, 
in  order  that  the  facts  qnay  be  ascertained,  and  the 
cmestion  be  presented  and  decided,  whether  the 
Govjcrnment  of  tKe  United  States  will  feel  itself 
bound  to  pay  tliese  claims  beyond  the  amount  of 
indemnity  stipulated  in  the  late  treaty  with  Mexi- 
co. It  is  suggested  by  some  of  the  memorialists, 
that  the  three  millions  stipulated  for  the  nayment 
of  these  indemnities  has  not  yet  been  exhausted, 
so  that  there  is  yet  a  fund  remaining,  out  of  which 
iome  of  these  claims  at  least  can  be  paid;  and  thus 
there  is  a  question  presented  to  us  which  we  must  j 
meet  at  some  time  or  another,  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment will  go  beyond  the  awards  of  the  late 
Commission. 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  number  of  other 
memorials  in  the  hands  of  Senators,  of  a  similar 
character;  and  as  they,  Hke  mysdf,  feel  some 
doubt  as  to'Vhat  disposition  should  be  made  of 
them,  I  will  merely  present  these  memorials  nqw, 
and  move  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  memorials  were  accordingly  pre- 
sented, and  laid  upon  the  t^ble: 

The  memorial  of  James  W.  Zacharie,  assignee 
of  Asmus  C.  Breedain  phiying  the  establishment 
of  a  tribunal  for  reviewing  the  decisions  of  the 
late  Board  of  Comnussioners  (or  investigating 
{ilaims  against  Mexico. 

The  memorial  of  Edmund  J.  Forstall,  and  the 
memorial  of  Nathan  C.  Foleer,  assignee  of  Chas. 
Guenet,  representing  that  there  is  a  variance  be- 
tween the  awards  made^on  their  claims  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of 
claims  of  American  citizens  against  Mexico,  and 
pmying  the  payment  of  that  portion  of  their 
^aims  disallowed  by  the  said  Board. 

PAPERS  WITHDBAWBT  AND  REFBRBED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordrred,  That  tbe  petition  of  Charles  Cooper  It  Co.,  on 
^e  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  refeR«d  to  the  Committee  of 
Claima. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  clerics  in  the  Adju- 
tant General's  Office,  on  the  fll««  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs. 

BJ3CESS. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  tbe  Senate  adjoorna,  it  be  to  Mon- 
day next. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  FELCH  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Michi^ifan  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  pub- 
he  land,  for  the  purpose  of  constructitig  a  canal  or 
railroad  across  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan;  and 

A  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
Midiignn. 

Mr.  CLARKE  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  declaratory  of 
the  principles  of  the  United  States  Government 
upon  the  doctrine  of  intervention  with  the  internal 
relations  of  other  States,  aivd  reaffirming  Uie 
i^nown  settled  policy  of  our  country. 

Mr.  CLEMeNS  cave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  <*An  act 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  Ala- 
bama.** 

RECALL  OF  OUR  MINISTER  TO  FRANCS. 

Mr.  WALKER.    A  memorial  has  been  sent  to 


me,  from  ^n  association  known  and  styled  as  the 
♦*  Industrial  Congress  of  the  city  of  New  York,*' 
with  a  request  that  I  would  present  it  to  the  Senate. 
This  memorial  aides  for  the  recall  of  the  United 
States  Minister  from  France,  and  the  suspension 
of  all  diplomatic  intercoarse  with  the  Government 
of  that  country.  I  present  this  memorial  as  I  would 
present  any  other  which  miffht  bB  transmitted  to 
me  with  a  request  that  V  would  present  it.  I  will 
ask  that  it  may  be  read.  I  do  not  know  whether 
in  consequence  of  its  being  read,  it  will  go  into  the 

Eublic  journals  of  the  day  or  not,  but  it  is  desired 
y  the  memorialists,  in  a  let^r  accompanying  the 
memorial >  that  it  should  do  so. 

The  memorial  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

To  tke  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Repretentative*  of  the  United 
SttUee  in  Ccngreu  ossembM : 

Tbe  Industrial  Congress  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  in  view 
of  tbe  late  t>Tannicarand  unpardonable  conduct  of  Louis 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  President  of  the  French  Bepublic, 
respocti'uUv  pray  your  honorable  bodiea  immediately  to  re- 
call Hon.  William  C.  Rires,  -your  Minister  to  France,  and 
the  sujipension,  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  of  all 
'  diplomatic  and  commercial  relations  with  that  Power.  The 
Ihdnstrial  ConDreas  It  not  insensible  of  the  importance  and 
responsilMlity  that  would  naturall  v  attach  to  the  assuming  of 
fbe  position  herein  recommended.  It  well  knows  the  fact, 
however,  that  the  United  Btates  Government  was  the  first 
to  acknowledge  the  Republic  of  France.  This  recognitioh 
was  mahifestml  on  the  fiound  tliat  the  people  of  that  unfor- 
tunate nation  had  become  wearied  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment under  which  thev  so  long  had  lived,  and  had  risen  in 
their  majesty,  and  established  a  Democratic  government 

Louis  Ni^oleoo  Bonaparte,  he  whom  the  French  people 
had  honored  with  their  confidence,  and  elevated  to  tbe 
J'residency  of  the  BepubUc,  baa  proved  treacherous  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  him ;  he  has  violated  and  trampled  under 
fifot  the  constitution  he  liad  solemnly  swum  to  support,  and 
has  in  various  ways  proved  recreant  to  his  duty,  and  thrice 
recreant  to  huqumity. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Industrial  Congreas  es- 
teem it  not  only  proper,  but  necessary  and  right,  that  our 
Government  should  enter  its  sternest  protest  against  the 
fiitfitious  tyranny  of  the  usumer  Napoleon. 

In  behalf  of  the  liidustrial  Congress, 

H.  A.  GUILD,  Secretary. 

Mr.  W.  I  move  that  this  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MAKGUM.  If  the  motion  which  I  am 
about  U)  offer  will  take  precedence^of  the  motion 
which  has  just  been  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  I  will  move  that  that  memorial  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  It  proposes  to  reverse  the  entire 
policy  of  the  Government. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  has  precedence. 

Mr.  MASON.  WUl  the  Senator  from  North 
Cardina  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  moments  ? 
I  will  renew  the  motion,  if  the  Senator  desires  it. 

Mr.  IdANGUM.  Certainly.  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  MASOI^.  I  understood  this  to  be  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Senate,  but  i  did  not  distinctly  hear 
what  was  its  purport. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  memorial  from  the 
Industrial  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  MASON.  From  a  society  called  the  <*  In- 
dustrial Congress  of  the  city  of  New  York*' — the 
memorial  of  a  society  of  which  we  kno>Y  nothing 
except  through  newspaper  reports,  asking  this 
Gvovernment,l>acause  of  an  alleged  chang^e  in  the 
form  of  the  French  Government,  to  recall  its  Min- 
ister, under  circumstances  of  discourtesy,  without 
regard  to  the  conse(|uences  which  woula  certainly 
ensue  on  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  from  tbe  same  type 
of  which  we  have  recently  had  many  impres- 
sions from  the  same  quarter  of  the  Confederacy. 
I  had  intended,  when  1  first  heard  this  memorial 
mentioned,  to  oppose  any  reference.  I  did  not 
know  what  reference  the  honorable  Senator  who 

E resented  this  memorial  might  ask  for  it,  but  I 
ad  intended,  without  wishing  to  treat  that  paper 
with  any  disrespect — and  I  do  not  wish  to  treat 
«ny  paper  with  disrespect  that  may  be  presented 
here — to  oppose  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  chiefly  with  the  view  of  show- 
ing tmit  the  Senate  are  not  disposed  to  entertain  a 
proposition  of  that  kind.  I  now  renew  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that 
the  memorial  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Will  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia withdraw  that  motion  for  a  few  moments? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  withdraw  it  if  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  wishes  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  This  question  is  now  fairiy 
presented  to  the  Senate;  and  if  ii  be  desirable  on 
the  part  of  any  member  in  this  body  to  make  this 
issue  before  tne  American  people,  no  time  can  be 


better  than  the  present.  If  we  are  to  chanee  tha 
foreign  poHcy  of  this  country  at  this  time, let  us 
do  it  now;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  deter- 
mined not  to  do  so,  let  us  announce  it  at  once. 
What  committee,  then,  can  more  appropriatdy 
make  a  report  upon  this  subject  than  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  ?  Now  I  am  desirous 
that  this  should  *be  done.  If  it  is  desired  that  this 
tiuestion  should  be  disctissed,  let  it  go  before  tbe 
American  people,  and  let  it  be  thus  determined 
whether  we  shall  take  part  in  the  strife  and  wars 
of  other  countries,  or  abide  by  the  course  whieh, 
in  this  respect,  we  have  pursued  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  €h>vernment.  I  trust  that  this 
reference  may  be  made,  and  that  that  committer 
will  repoft  upon  the  subject.  I  hope  the  Sen«t« 
will  not  lay  tne  memorial  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER. ,  I  should  re^t  exceedins;]^ 
if  the  introduction  of  this  memorial  should  at  £ia 
time  give  rise  to  any  discussion.    I  certainly  in- 
troduced it  with  no  such  expectation,  no  such  de- 
sire, no  such  design.    I  perhaps  know  more  of 
the  association  whence  this  memorial  comes  than 
most  of  the  Senators  who  have  spoken  in  refer- 
ence to  it.   -I  believe  it  is  cof)stituted  of  a  class  of 
men  to  whom  respect  shoxild  be  shown — that  ia«  if 
respect  is  to  be  shown  in  the  Repubtic  of  tho 
United  States  to  what  constitutes  the  laboring 
and  mechanical  portion  of  the  country.    This  as- 
sociation, termed  the    ''Industrial  Congress  oT 
New  York,"  is  chiefly  composed  <^  that  chisa  of 
men — not  all  of  whom  it  is  true — ^who  are  under 
the  necessity  of  laborine  for  a  livelihood.    Soan* 
of  them,  1  am  aware,  by  their  labors,  have  ac- 
quired a  fortune.    I  beheve  them  to  be  as  good 
republicans  as  any  who  stand  on  this  floor,  and 
I  should  regret  exceedingly  that  any  disrespect 
should  be  sho%n  to    thetr   memonsL    I  hav* 
moved  its  reference  to  thtt  Committee  on  Foreigii 
Relations;  and  I  have  done  so  with  somewhat  of 
the  motive  which   has  been  expi^pssed  by  tlbo 
Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawsom.1    The  sub- 
ject of  our  conduct  towards  certain  foreign  goy- 
emments  is  one  which  is  now  agitating  the  coun- 
try te  a  considerable  extept.    We  shaD  undoubt- 
eoly  have  this  subject  fully  before  Congreas.    Wo 
cannot  keep  it  out.    It  is  one  of  those  matters 
that  will  come  before  us,  and  it  is  now  a  meno 
Question  of  time  as  to  when  we  shafl  meet  it.    I 
think,  as  the  Senator  from  Georgia  has  expressed 
himself,  that  tbe  present  is  just  as  good  a  time  to 
mee^  it  as  we  shall  ever  see;  and  mat  committee 
is  better  qualified  to  report  and  throw  ti^t  apop 
the  subject  than  the  Committee  on  Forci£n  Rida? 
tions  ?    I  am  grateful  to  that  Senator  for  his  ooa- 
currence  in  my  motion  to  refer  this  matter  to  that 
committee,    i  hope  it  will  go  there,  and  that  we 
may  have  a  report  which  the  country  will  stud/ 
witn  thfit  interest  which  such  i^  report  wotUd  be 
entitled  to  receive.    This,  I  think,  is  the  better 
way  to  treat  this  matter,  and  not  as  -the  Senator 
from  Virginia  would  treat  it,  by  rising  imme- 
diately on  the  bare  mention  of  the  subject  in  the 
Senate  with  apparent  indi^n^MUioa,  both  in  hia 
voice  and  manner,  and  moving  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table.    This  is  not  the  way  to  receive  it.    I  saia 
that  I  introduced  this  memorial  because  I  had 
been  especially  requested  to  do  so.    That  was  m.y 
only  motive,  with  the  further  motive  of  giving* 
the  memorial .  the  reference  I  proposed,  and  that 
that  committee  to  which  this  memorial  and  papers 
of  a  kindred  character  may  be  referred,  may  gire 
us  a  report  which  may  go  before  the  cotmtry  for 
its  consideration. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  It  was  certainly,  sir,  with 
no  purpose  of  treating  these  memorialists  with 
disrespect  that  I  made  the  motion  to  lay  .the  me- 
morial on  the  table.  But  it  asks  us  to  act  oon- 
trary  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and 
our  organization.  The  interposition  of  the  voice 
of  the  Senate  in  matters  of  this  sort  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  policy  of  this  Government,  which 
has  existed  from  the  earliest  day  until  the  present 
time.  Sir,  we  shall  meet  these  questions;  we  shaO 
have  them  to  meet.  I,  in  my  numble  capacity, 
am  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  meeting 
them  at  any  moment.  A  ioint  resolution,  of  which 
notice  has  this  morning  been  given  by  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Clarxe,1  wiD  bring  up 
this  question  distinctly;  and  we  shaU  see,  upon  the 
vote,  who  are  willing  to  stand  by  the  ancieiil 
usaees  and  principles  of  the  Government,  and  who« 
on  the  other  hana,  are  willing  to  go  for  foreign  in- 
tervention with  the  view  of  propagating  ubertj 
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UuoBgboQt  the  voHd.  And  here,  sir,  I  can  only 
hope  that  our  policy  may  not  be  changed .  I  there- 
fore a^^ain  move,  with  no  feeling  of  disrespect  to 
the  memorialists,  that  the  memorial  be  laid  upon 
^  table.  Should  any  eentleman,  however,  de- 
SR  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  I  will  withdraw  the 


3fr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  desire  to  make  a  very 
JBfT  remarks. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  desire  to  say  a  very  few 
wofds.  I  agree  with  very  much  of  what  my  friend 
from  Xoith  Carolina  has  intimated.  If  we  are  to 
cbaage  th^  whole  mode  of  treating  our  foreif^  re- 
^doos;  if,  instead  of  having  a  communication  of 
tkis  kizMi  comethrough  the  Executive  oi^^n  to  the 
Seaate,  it  is  to  be  introduced  by  any  public  body — 
tn  irreflfKUzaible  one,  so  far  as  it  is  known  to^the 
Constitution — I  do  not  say  irresponsible  so  far  as 
regeir4s  their  relations  as  citizens — ifi  I  say,  such 
cooimunications  are  to  be  introduced  into  tiie  Sen- 
ate for  the  purpose  of  dictating  to  \^e  Executive, 
vho  should  take  t^e  initiative  in  all  matters  of 
feragn^relations,  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  change  the 
who&  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

I  thialc  the  more  promptly  we  meet  the  subject 
tke  better.  ^What  is  this?  A  memorial  from  a 
Bvaeroas,  intelligent,  and  I  suppose  a  very  influ- 
Btial  body  in  New  York,  praying  that  we  should 
take  a  stM>  which  does  not  lie  within  our  provinse. 
1b  New  York  I  have  no  doubt  the  politicians,  who 
we  so  maeh  wiser  than  the  Constitution,  or  at 
IbbsI  the  usages  of  the  Grovernment  under  the 
Cnoosiinition,  ara  wilUng  to  have  subjects  of  this 
kmd  agitated  to  favor  their  wild  doctnnee,  for  wild 
I  mart  call  them — ^fourierism,  socialism,  Ac.,^- 
vhidi  tsod  to  pull  everything  down  to  a  level  with 
vliat  they  may  conceive  to  be  right.  I  do  not 
Mjr  that  um^  not  an  acevrate  standard,  but  it  is 
frtfaadsrd  to  which  I  do  not  choose  to  eonform. 
IfBgud  this  Union  as  a  Confederacy  of  organized 
I^pbiies,  and  I  believe  that  our  conduct  in  refer- 
•ce  le  it  ahouki  be  rwulated  by  the  Constitution. 
WiMn  wa  violate  or  disr^;ard  precedent  on  thb 
pknstt^weare  pr^xured  ior  a  revolution  ourselves; 
asi  vhile  looking  out  for  the  interests  of  others 
•trai*.!  think  we  had  belter  take  car«  of  our- 
mmi  at  home. 

llc.ttK&£RWOOD.  I  concur  very  much  in 
&ei]swB  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
{Mr.  MaiievM»1  aad  of  the  Senator  from  South 
CiTelm,  pdU*.  fiuTLKR.]  But  we  shall  have  to 
aect  ti  these  new  ^uesticms,  which  are  forcing 
ihcfore  us,  m  some  way  or  other,  sooner 
I  think  that  the  sooner  y^  meet  them, 
win  be  for  the  country.  The  longer 
_  ^  le  the  combating  of  error,  the  greater 
^Oftjllif;  ami  through  delay  the  most  dan- 
fBAMpiare  mwt  likely  to  spring  up  and  over- 
mMw  «9vuitry .  The  question  nere  is ,  What 
^tmmmAiwe  to  take  upon  the  present  occar 
M?  Sfieme  memorialists  want  Ccuogress  to  in- 
the  Executive  department  of  the  Qov- 
.  would  it  Bot  be  proper  to  give  them  an 
through  the  committee,  that  that  ought  not 
to  beisBt*  Ifeat  the  Constitution  does  not  tolerate 
K  aoi  thns  bring  their  attention  to  the  very  objec- 
<in«  wtidi  are  made  on  the  different  sides  of  this 
(dauber?  As  the  memorialists  are  indorsed  as 
wipiettJile  by  die  Senator  who  has  presented  the 
■nopid,  it  does  9eem  to  me  that  the  most  satis- 
&etory  answer  to  them— if  you  can  reason  with 
^^em  at  aU,  tf  they  are  not  enthusiasts,  with  whom 
J9Q  esttoot  reason — ^would  be  to  say,  you  areinter* 
^«niig,  sod  requesting  Congress  to  interfere,  with 
Battan  which  pertain  exclusively  to  the  Executive 
department. 

Mr.  Present,  there  is  a  temper  pervading  the 
Montry  at  (his  time  which,  in  my  judgment,  is 
hneowble  to  the  greatest  decree.    I  feel  called 
apoa-HUid  it  is  a  tmng  which!  very  seldom  do^ — 
to  isakea  personal  explanation,  growin?  out  of  a 
ipaech  made  in  the  other  branch  of  this  body,  im- 
^od)riiig  what'seems  to  have  been  published  in 
aae  of  the  New  York  papers.    It  is  not  my  habit 
to  apply  epithets  upon  any  occasion  to  any  body 
or  any  set  of  men .    Epithets  do  no  good .    If  you 
vera  to  lake  all  the  caustic  words  m  all  the  lan- 
goages,  liviiig  and  dead^  and  form  thefn  into  a 
cati^hia  «M  apphr  it  to  the  gangrene  souls  of 
lone  nm,  yoa  eouM  not  excite  a  redeeming  blis- 
ter. H  as  QftleM  to  apply  epithets  to  any  one. 
The  oattcr  to  which  I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  tUy<^lw>*^ftiirf  T  do  it  because  it  has  found  its 
vsjw  I  tiry  fUe  speech  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 


Alabama,  which  has  been  printed  for  circulation — 
is  the  following: 

"  The  i>cene  on  Wednesday  last  in  the  United  States 
Seoaite^  durint  the  debate  on  the  Kossuth  respJution,  was 
one  or  peciduir  intert^t*  The  Russian  Minister  was  the 
distinguiBhing  feature  of  the  occasion.  He  was  ot)senred 
to  pay  the  deepest  interest  to  the  discussion.  When  Fooie 
spoke,  be  looked  on  with  tliat  exnression  of  eontempt  and 
dIsffDst  with  which  one  of  our  codfish  aristocracy  would  re- 
gard a  Democratic  harangue  f>om  Mike  Walsh.  When 
General  Cass  spoke,  however,  the  countenance  of  M.  Bo- 
disco  assumed  a  melancholy  expressini^  as  if  touched  with 
a  presefltiment  of  the  power  or  the  unterrified  Democracy 
of  this  country  in  shapiQg  out  the  action  of  our  Govern- 
ment. But  there  were  two  sides  to  the  question  ;  and 
when  General  Dawson,  of  Georgia,  took  the  Russian  side, 
ttie  Siberian  colttness  of  the  distinguished  envoy  was  thawed 
into  a  genial  smile  of  apptobftjon.  The  apeech  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  however,  told  with  the  happiest  eflfect.  Sev- 
eral times  he  lifted  bis  bat,  as  '^f  about  proposing  three 
cheers  R>r  Underwood,  but  denisted,  most  likely,  out  of  re- 
spect to  the  Senate. 

"The  lact  is,  the  Russian  Amtmssador  had  achieved  a 
great  victory.  He  bad  heard  Kossuth  and  his  cause  de- 
nounced in  the  American  Senate,  and  he  iutd  occasion  to 
plume  himself  upon  the  result,  why  ?  Because,  as  we 
are  apprised,  he  bad  been  teen  in  dote  and  tvtpiciout  con- 
fab vfUh  MettTt.  Davton  ani  Underwood  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate  the  day  before." 

There  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  it,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned.    No  such  confabulation  ever  took 

Slace — no  such  interview  ever  occurred  on  the 
oor  of  the  Senate,  or  elsewhere.  It  is  lamenta- 
ble that  letter-writers  and  others  will  flood  the 
journals  of  the  country  with  falsehoods  deroga- 
tory to  the  character  of  Senators,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  this  bodjr.  These  things  go  abroad.  But 
for  the  effect  tma  might  have  of  oeing  published 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  I  would 
not  have  noticed  it  here,  because  it  is  useless  to 
enter  into  a  war  with  an  editor,  who  has  an  arsenal 
of  missives  of  that  sort  when  you  have  none. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  1  would  not  have  referred  to 
this  subject  had  not  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
alluded  to  it.  I  would  now  merely  say  that  tKe 
statement  made  is  not  tpifi.  M.  Bodisco  may 
have  been  here,  and  I  may  have  been  in  conver- 
sation with  him,  but  not  upon  that  subject;  and 
as  for  the  three  being  engag^  in  conversation  to- 
gether, I  have  no  recollection  of  it.  I  have  i>o 
recollection  pf  having  seen  M.  Bodssco  here  the 
day  alluded  to.  As  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
says,  it  is  certainly  a  misrepresentation,  or  tM 
writer  may  have  been  mistaken. 

Mr.  PA  VIS.  I  do  not  think  it  a  matter  of  great 
importance  as  to  what  disposition  is  made  of  this 
petitipn;  but  I  agree  with  the  remarks  which  have 
been  thrown  out  by  some  gentlemen,  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  it  is,  perhaps,  expedient  that 
there  should  be  some  discussion  upon  thia  subject, 
and  perhaps  action  by  the  Senate  irpon  it.  And  I 
hope  when  it  does  come  up  it  will  be  deliberate  in 
its  character.  I  hope  so,  sir,  because  I  think  there 
is  some  misapprehension  aa  to  duties  which  we 
owe  to  ourselves  and  to  other  Governments. 
There  is,  I  apprehend,  an  idea  prevalent  to  some 
extent — I  hope  not  largely  so— that  free  institu- 
tions, republican  Governments,  and  public  liberty, 
may  he  created  and  sustained,  and  Governments 
of  that  character  built  up  and  supported  by  the 
bayonet.  I  hold  this  view  o(  the  subject  to  be 
Utterly  d^usive  and  false.  I  hold  that  all  the  ex- 
perience of  the  world  is  at  war  with  that  idea,  and 
Uiat  it  is^uite  impossible  by  force  and  violence  to 
cherish  and  build  up  theae  principles  of  free  gov- 
ernment which  are  the  result  of  peaceful  inquiry 
and  an  enlightened  public  intelligence.  The  pub- 
lic mind  must  be  imoued  with  a  just  conception  of 
what  political  liberty  is,  and  of  the  means  by  which 
it  is  to  be  enjoyed  and  maintained  before  it  can  be 
successfully  established  among  a  people.  Prema- 
ture efforts  have  and  will  be  unavailing — war  may 
overwhebn  arbitrary  power — an  outbreak  of  in- 
dignation under  oppression  may  break  down  the 
power  of  the  oppressor.  This  is  neither  difficult 
nor  uncommon,  but  how  unfrequently  such  a  state 
of  things  has  proved  a  harbinger  to  public  liberty ! 

We  saw  the  revolutions  in  Europe  in  1848.  We 
saw  the  thrones  of  those  ancient  monarchies  fall  to 
the  ground  tinder  the  public  breath.  Almost  no 
force,  no  violence,  no  arms  were  necessary  to 
accomplish  so  great  and  so  extraordinary  an  event 
in  human  progress.  But  what  do  we  see  now.' 
Why,  if  there  had  been  in  Europe  the  reouisite 
wisdom — that  just  view  of  the  subject  which  I  hope 
and  have  every  reason  to  believe  prevails  througn- 
out  our  own  land,  then  was  the  time,  then  was  the 
opportunity  which  every  lover  of  liberty  m^ht 
have  embraced  to  work  out  the  great  change  io 


political  conditio^  so  much  desired.  Then  they 
xnight  have  built  up  free  institutions,  and  estab- 
lished them  permanently.  But,  I  regret  to  say, 
they  failed,  signally  failed;  and  is  it  not  to  be  as- 
cribed to  a  deficiency  of  those  moral  elements 

'  which  are  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic liberty.'^  There  was  an  absence  of  that  intel- 
lectual discipline  which  prepares  the  public  mind 
to  act  with  harmony  in  the  attainment  of  great 
objects,  nor  did  the  people^ seem  to  be  able  to  take 
that  comprehensive  view  of  this  subject  which  is 

I  indispensable  to  buUd  up  and  sustain  free  gpvern- 
ment  in  the  pl^ce  of  the  absolutisms  which  they 
had  prostrated.  It  is  lamentable  that  it  is  ao.  No 
one  can  deplore  it  more  than  I  do. 

But  may  we  not  learn  a  lesson  from  facts  of  this 
sort  which  may  be  of  some  importahce  to  us  ? 
Suppose  that  instead  of  these  thrones  crumbling 
to  the  earth  in  the  manner  they  did,  they  had  he& 
prostrated  by  war,  overtured  by  the  intervention 
of  the  sword  and  bayonet,  would  the  people, 
then,  have  been  any  better  prepared  to  btiild  up 
and  bustain  free  institutions?  No,  sir.  Public 
liberty  ripens  like  the  fruit  upon  the  tree,  and  it  is 
in  vain  to  attempt  to  hasten  it  except  by  moral 
and  pacific  means.  And  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  whenever  force  ^^^^  violence  interfere  with 
a  view  to  hasten  a  people  into  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty  which  is  not  fitted  for  it,  however  patriotic 
the  feeling  may  be,  and  however  strong  the  desire 
for  the  enjoyment  of  public  liberty,  it  ordinarily 
ends  in  swinging  from  one  form  of  absolutism  into 
another,  and  thus  reqioving  the  day  of  deliverance 
further  away.  Do  we  not  see  this  in  France  now? 
How  long  is  it  since  the  constitution,  which  was 
deliberately  adopted,  vas  overthrown  and  pros- 
trated in  the  dust  in  a  single  night?  It  is  only  a 
few  days  sinc&  we  receiv^  the  intelligence  that 
that  constitution  is  in  the  dust,  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Government  having  abolished 
the  Legislature  and  returned  to  the  imperial  model. 
All  I  wish  to  say  at  this  ti.o^e  is,  that  when 
we  are  treating  of  this  subject,  do  not  let  us 
delude  ourselves  with  the  idea,  that  force  and  vio- 
lence can,  unaided  by  fitting  moral  and  mental 
preparation^  propagate  free  institutions.  Tliere 
must  be  a  preparation  in  the  public  mind  for  such 
an  event.  Tl^e  public  must  have  the  requisite  in- 
telligence— it  must  embrace  and  understand  the 
subject  itself,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  execute  a 
purpose  of  this  sort.  If  they  have  not  this  com- 
prehension, all  measures  of  force  are  not  only 
wasted,  subserving  no  efficient  purpose,  but  are 
positively  injurious.  I  hope  this  subject  will  be 
discussed  and  examined  with  calm  consideration, 
end  that  in  the  end  the  poh'cy  of  the  GK)vemment 
which  has  hitherto  sustained  us  may  be  vindi- 
cated. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  say  that  no  case  can 
arise  in  which  intervention  may  not  be  appro- 
priate. I  can  understand  that  a  ease  may  arise 
whin  it  may  become  a  proper,  if  not  the  only 
remedy.  I  can  imagine  that  combinations  may 
e^st  to  auMiress  free  government — combinations 
to  overwhelm  us  in  detail;  but  I  see  at  this  time 
no  distinct  evidence  of  such  a  purpose.  When 
that  day  comes,  and  come  it  may — ^when  that 

freat  issue  is  made,  which  is  so  much  talked  of, 
etween  absolute  and  free  governments,  we  ki\ow 
where  we  shall  be.  We  understand  what  part 
^e  shall  espouse.  But  that  day  will  come  fast 
enough  of  itself,  without  Sur  undertaking  to  hasten 
it.  There  will  be  nothing  gained  by  undertaking 
to  hasten  it  by  wars  and  violence.  On  the  con- 
trary, much  mischief  may  be  accomplished  in  that 
way,  by  arousing  the  very  spirit  we  deprecate.  1 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  any  discussion  now;  but  I 
Uioueht  this  was  the.  appropriate  time  to  throw 
out  the  views  which  I  have  suggested.  I  am  in- 
different as  to  what  disposition  is  made  of  this 
memorial. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  will  detain  the  Senate  but  a 
few  moments.  I  entertain  the  impression  which 
I  expressed  when  this  proposition  was  first  sprung 
upon  the  Senate,  that  this  memorial  ought  not  to 
have  a  reference.  And  the  first  and  insuperable 
objection  is,  that  it  asks  the  Senate  to  do  what  it 
is  not  competent  for  it  to  do — ^it  asks  the  Senate  to 
recall  a  minister.  I  have  read  the  petition ,  and  it 
is  coram  non  jwlice.  If  it  should  be  referred,  the 
committee  could  do  no  more  than  to  say  that  it 
was  not  within  their  jurisdiction.  But  I  have  an- 
other and  still  stronger  objection,  if  a  stronger  one 
could  be  made  to  its  reference.    Sir,  the  commu- 
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nicaiion  that  takes  plaoe  between  nations  through 
their  respective  representatives  is  one  of  national 
courtesy  alone.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  IS  the  organ,  and  the  only  organ »  of  this 
Confederation  in  that  respect.  When  he  thinks  it 
advisable  or  proper,  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust, 
to  recommend  tnat  we  should  have  a  minister  in 
one -of  the  nations  abroad,  he  does  so  upon  his 
own  responsibility  as  President;  if  Congress  agree 
with  him,  they  make  an  appropriation  to  maintain 
that  minister.  *  If  it  be  important — and  I  need  not 
say  to  the  Senate  that  it  is  of  the  highest  import- 
ance— that  the  departments  of  this  Government 
should  proceed  harmoniously,  and  not  interfere 
with,  much  less  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the 
others,  it  is  most  important  that  it  should  be  so 
between  the  President  and  the  Senate.  If  this 
Industrial  Congress,  or  any  other  body  of  men, 
think  a  minister  should  be  recalled,  let  them  ad- 
dress  the  President.  But  if  we  give  their  memo- 
rial a  reference,  it  will  be  to  that  extent,  at  least, 
(considering  that  we  have  entertained  the  proposi- 
tion made*,)  to  give  consideration  to  that  whicn,  in 
my  judgement,  the  Senate  ought  not  to  entertain, 
because  It  does  not  come  within  their  proper  sphere. 
I  will  not  go  into  the  matter  discussed  by  the  hon- 
^  orable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,] 
as  to  the.character  of  the  present  French  Govern- 
ment, or  what  it  may  or  may  not  become  this 
Government  to  do.  If  I  should  say  anything,  I 
should  say  that  the  experience  of  the  world  will 
show,  for  the  last  half  century,  that  the  French 
people  at  present  are  incapable  of  self-government. 
Ev^r  since  the  present  century  began  we  have  had 
that  demonstrated  to  us;  but  as  to  that,  I  have  now 
nothing  to  say.  I  am  a^inst  intervention  in  every 
form,  whether  intervention  to  prevent  intervention, 
or  intervention  direct.  This  ia  intervention  in  a 
modified  form.  But,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have 
presented,  with  great  deference,  to  the  Senate,  I 
think  the  committee,  if  this  memorial  were  referred , 
could  make  but  one  report— that  is,  that  the  sub- 
ject is  not  a  proper  one  to  come  before  this  body. 
When  the  time  comes—and  we  are  aware  that  a 
resolution  has  been  submitted  by  the  Senator  who 
introduced  that  memorial — for  the  subject  to  go  to 
that  committee,  they  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  make  known  their 
views  upon  the  wnole  subject.  I  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  memorial  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  21,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrv.  AtchiKOD,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler,  Clarice, 
Clemens,  Cooper,  Dawson,  Downg,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  King,  Mallory,Man(|ruDi,  Mason,  Morton,  Rnsk, 
Sebastiafl,  SniiUi,  and  Underwood— 31. 

fVAYS— Messrs.  Borland,  Bradbury,  Dodge  oflViscon- 
■in,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Fetch,  Hamlin,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Norris,  Shields,  Sumner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Whit- 
comb— 14. 

So  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  when  called  upon  to  vote,  said: 
As  this  seems  to  be  a  test  question,  in  order  that 
my  views  may  be  understood  I  must  vote  to  lay 
the  mehiorial  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  change 
the  times  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 
and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  notaries  public 
to  take  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledgments, 
in  certain  cases,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  fronvthe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  )>i[\  giving 
further  remedies  to  patentees,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  create  a 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  examination  and 
payment  of  claims  against  the  United  States  grow- 
m^  out  of  the  conquest  of  California,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  Charey  and  others,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Rufus  Dwinel,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


The  bill  vras  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom,  was  referred  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  unpaid  claims  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers^  of  the  Virginia  State  and  Continental 
lines  of  the  revolutionary  army,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

41  e  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  Major  A'.  M.  Dade,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DAWSON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brine  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  payment  to  the  State 
of  Georgia  for  moneys  expended  by  the  State  for 
horses  and  equipments  lost  by  volunteers  and  mil- 
itia whilst  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  hos- 
tilities of  the  Creek,  SeminOie,  and  Cherokee  In- 
dians, in  the  years  1836,  1837,  and  1838;  which 
was  read  a  $rst  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOWNS  asked  and  obtajned  leave  to  bring 
in  a '  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  preemption  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  land  known  as  the  '*  Maison 
Rouge  Grrant;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 
Mr.  DAWSON  asked  and,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  **.  An  act  proposing  to  the  State  of 
'Texas  the  establishment  of  her  northern  and 
'western  boundaries,  the  relinauishment  by  said 

*  State  of  all  territory  claimed  oy  her  exterior  to 

*  said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims  upon  the 

*  United  States,  and  to  establish  a  territoral  gov- 

*  ernment  for  New  M^^^co,"  approved  September 
9th,  1850;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUTLER  subsequently  rose  and  said:  A 
bill  was  referred  a  moment  ago  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  which  ought  to  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories.  That  committee 
has  heretofore  had  cognizance  of  all  territorial 
business.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  work  off  other 
people's  hands.  1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Qeorgia  [Mr.  Dawson]  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAW^N.  It  is  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico; 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  recollect  that  when  this  sub- 
ject was  up  before,  some  gentlemen  said  it  was  a 
judicial  question;  but  it  was  taken  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate.  AH  the 
bills  in  reference  to  California  and  the  Territories 
at  thf  last  Congress  were  taken  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. As  the  Territorial  Committee  has  had 
the  whole  subject  under  consideration,  and  as  the 
Senate  took  the  subject  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  referred  to»the  Judi- 
ciary CommiUee. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  Judiciary  Committee  ia 
the  proper  comtnittee  to  which  should  be  referred 
all  matters  relating  to  the  judicial  system  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  trust  that  my  friend  from 
Georgia  will  acquiesce  in  my  motion,  and  let  the 
subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries. If  he  knew  as  much  of  Uie  history  of  the 
matter  as  I  do^he  would  not  resist  my  motion.  If 
this  subject  had  not  before  been  taken  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  I  should  not  now  object  to 
its  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, it  was  found  there  was  no  quorum  pres- 
ent. 

Afler  waiting  a  short  time  without  obtaining  a 
quorum. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fripat,  JantMiry  2, 1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  n. 

The  Journal  of  Wednesday  was  read  aqd  ap- 
proved. 


REGENTS  OP  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTIOJr, 
The  SPEAKER.  In  pursuance  of  the  act  < 
Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  announce  the  names  < 
the  following  gentlemen  as  tlie  Regenta  of  tl 
*'  Smithsonian  Institution:  Mess^.  Uolcock,  i 
South  Carolina,  Fitch  I  of  Indiana,  and  Mbachii 
of  Vermont, 

CORRECTION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  qaej 
tion.  I  wish  simply  to  have  the  Journal  correct] 
in  two  particularjii.  I  find  that  I  am  recorded  < 
the  Journal  as  having  voted  in  the  negatiye 
Wednesday  last  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tall 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [M 
Jones,]  whereas  my  vote  should  have  been  io  ^ 
aiiirmiitive.  I  find  myself  again  reported  as  Ji4 
ing  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  passage  of  i 
resolution  stopping  debate,  when  it  should  ha 
been  in  the  afiSrmative. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  corrections  w^ 
ordered  to  be  made  in  the  Journal. 

MR.  PARKER,  OF  INDIANA. 
'  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  stated  to  the  Hou 
that  Mr.  Parker,  of  Indiana,  was  confined  to  \ 
bed  with  sickness  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesd^ 
last,  which  would  account  for  his  absence  frq 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
order  was  the  call  of  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  would  inquire  whether 
is  in  order  during  the  morning  hour  to  more  thi 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  .Committee  of  a 
Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Then  1  move  that  the  mk 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itmA 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tii 
Union. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vir^nia.  Let  ns  go  iitfi 
committee  upon  private  bills. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motki 
of  Mr.  Cartter,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspends, 'and  the  Hoos 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oi 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Jokbi,  of  Tennessee 
in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Under  the  decision  of  th 
committee  at  its  last  sitting,  overruling  the  deci^ 
ion  of  the  Chair,  and  declaring  that  the  resoli^ 
tion  introdu<^  by  the  gentleman  firom  Ohio  fMr 
Cartter]  was  the  unfinished  business  at  the  pre 
ceding  sitting  of  the  committee,  Ihe  Chair  will  d 
consider  it  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Is  it  necessary  to  make  s 
motion  to  take  it  up,  or  proceed  as  of  course? 

The  CHAIRMAN  suted  the  question  m  fbl< 
lows:  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter] 
had  ofifered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Retolveij  That  a  coromittee  of  five  Im  appointed  hy  tki 
Speaker  to  wait  upon  Louti  Konratb  and  inirodnee  him  ti 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Vbnable  had  moved  the  following,  as  i 

substitute  therefor,  viz: 

That  the  Speaker  l>e  antbOTised  to  invite  Loolf  KownUI 
IO  a  privilefed  seat  within  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  \Mt.  Churcr^ 
well]  had  moved  to  amend  the  original  resolutioil 
by  adding  thereto  the  following,  viz: 

Providedy  That  by  the  adoption  of  the  above  lesohKiea 
a  compliment  is  only  intended  to  the  distinguished  Hai^ft< 
rian. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  FMr.  Yates]  had 

moved  to  amend  theamendment  by  adding  thereto 

the  following: 

And  that  said  commiuee  be  instructed  to  infonn  Loai^ 
KoamUh  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  nm 
look  with  indiflfereoce  on  the  intervention  of  Russia,  or  utf 
other  foreign  Power,  against  Hungary,  in  any  strugile  Ua 
liberty  she  may  hereafter  have  a^nst  tiie  despotic  powel 
of  Austria. 

And  the  pending  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Dtinois  [Mr. 
Yates]  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Upon  that  I 
ask  for  tellers. 

Mr.  YATES.  With  the  consent  of  the  c6m- 
mittee,  I  wish  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  cannot  be  done  without 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  object,  be- 
cause I  want  to  know  how  many  will  vote  for  it. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Datii» 
of  Indiana,  and  Briocs  were  appointed. 
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llie  <;[(i«stioii  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
lyes  7;  noes  111. 
iJit  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 


'3iF.  STANLY.    I  wish  to  submit  the  folio w- 

^MMUBdment  to  the  amendment,  tiz: 

'^BMhi<.  Ttist  in  adopting  this  resnlutioir  this  House 

i^iBilirlirTf  that  Loaia  Kowutti,  nobly  struggling  in  be- 

JaV<tflii  oppreaocd  ooontnr,  has  eItod  bis  approbation  to, 

«r  AasMT  qnnpathy  with  vt»  Abmitionists,  who,  in  a  con- 

1  teceadv  held^ln  Pennsylvania,  at  wiiich  an  address 

cKd  by  one  of  the  incmbera  of  this  House,  with 

disregard  Of  the  oMigationa  of  the  Constitution 

of  the  land,  praclauned  that  they  sympatbized 

ia  bis  heroic  devotion  to  the  cause  of  human 

*  and  expresaed  the  hope  that  his  herculean  labors 

chalf  woold  conduce  to  the  orertbrow  of  opprcs- 

hi  Hvagarr  aloae,  ^at  in  M«  VniiU  Siatti  and 

«c  the  world.'* 

ib*  S.  «ud  :  I  am  f lad  to  see  that  some  eentfe- 
m  this  part  of  the  House  are  satisfiM  with 
r«soiation,  and  I  hope  they  will  Tote  for  it. 
^IdbsJl  not  Tote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gende- 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CARTTsa,]  as  it  now  stands. 
ih  to  do  all  that  courtesy  requires.   But  in  the 
pCace,  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
itin^our  views  upon  this  question  of  national 
in,  and  then  again  because  a  demand  has 
r  in  a  solemn  form ,  to  give  to  Louis  Kos- 
cbe  aid  and  influence  of  the  Abolition  soci- 
I  have  regarded  his  movements  with  a  great 
9f  interest  since  his  arrfval  in  this  country, 
hmd  I  been  here  when  the  resolution  of  wel- 
from  the  Senate  was  passed,  I  might  hare 
for  it.     Since  then  I  have  had  my  eyes 
and  I  think  it  is  time  for  every  gentle- 
re,  especially  from  the  Southern  country, 
and  see  what  they  are  about.    Now  look 
of  things  on  tnis  floor !    Who  are  the 
flifeiiaoas  aiw  foremost  in  advocating  this 
?    Who  most  ardent  in  violating  ail 
then   sanctimoniously  talking  of  good 
>     Is  there  an  Abolitionist  here,  who  is 
It  in  demanding  that  Louis  Kossuth  shall 
to  admission  in  this  House.'    The 
^member  firoro  Ohio,  [Mr.  GhnniNGt,]  and 
[Messrs.  Manh  and  Kak- 
others,  are  most  earnest  in  aiding  to  stifle 
~  welcome  Kossuth.    One  of  the  gentle- 
Massachusetts,  who  sits  near  the  door, 
roiTL,]  has  said  that  Kossuth  was  a 
man . "    A  new  idea  of  State  rights ! 
attained  his  present  position  by 
to  the  fugitive^  law,  wnich  he  de- 
^riolating  **  State  rights. "  « Louis  Kos- 
*  liming  in  his  speeches,  that  he  is  a 
i"  roan.    What  is  the  meaning  of  this 
ti    Do  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and 
.  (Messrs.  GronnrGs  and  Rantovl] 
AooUtion  convention  in  Pennsylva- 
ocating  State  rights  in  adopting  the 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  will  msert  in 
I?    I  wish  I  had  time  to  read  them. 

national  Intelligencer  of  Dec.  !)3d,  1851.] 

%  ChwuuiUun  of  <<  the  members  and  fHends  of  the 

'  Ami -Slavery  Society,'*  held  at  Phltadelimia 

I  said  to  have  been  "  larcely  attended."  and 

isaea  were  delivered  by  Hon.  J.  &.  Giddings 

Wm.  H.  Fumess,  the  following  resolutions 

which  appear  to  as  to  be  too  slgmficant  to  be 

i4Mirmider8: 

That  we  heartily  congratulate  one  another, 
of  hberty  thronahout  the  land,  upon  the 
result  of  the  recent  tnaj  of  Caatner  Hanaway ; 
ba  ellbrta  to  revive  in  this  coantry  the  obsolete 
doctrine  of  constructive  treason,  and  to  par- 
terrors  of  the  dungeon  and  the  scaffold,  not 
fligitive's  cherished  hope  of  maintaining  his 
%si  even  the  liberty  of  the  press  and  the  A-eedom 
oa  ibe  subject  ofdhvery,  have  so  signally  (hlled; 
ia  the  ftnal  rejoicing  of  the  people,  in  view  of  this 
an  evidence  of  the  progress  of  our  cause, 


of  Iks  fbture  triumph. 

That  the  Convention  recommend  to  the  Exec- 

of  the  Pennsjivania  Anti-Slavery  Society 

heas,  for  pr«»entatioa  to  Louis  Kossuth, 

of  aynpathy  with  him  in  his  heroic  devotion  to 

of  Iniman  freedom,  and  of  ewnest  hope  that  his 

hi  this  behalf  wiH  conduce  to  the  over- 

,  not  in  Hongary  alone,  hUinthe  Uni- 

Iteoofhoat  the  world. 

A  maobtr  of  this  House  [Mr.  Qiddikgs]  was 
uttacnt  ttt  th«  meeting  where  they  passed  resolu- 
liyBaMapratalsting  the  country  upon  the  acquittal 
efCkstBcr  Hanaway — one  concerned  in  the  Chris- 
^tm  ■nfifjT  ns  bemg  a  sign  of  their  success,  and 
uailiililim;  a  rrosal  of  Uie  furtive  taw.  They  also 
■MBsi  m  feaoiuttoD,  ia  which  they  expressed  the 
topaite  tlM  afbrta  of  Kossuth  *<  would  conduce 
te  dM  iwmlmiii  of  deapotisih  in  the  United 
HoVt  ^»  what  float  this  mean  ?    How 


are  his  efforts  to  nid  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  eo  in  such  company 
in  honoring  Kossuth:  I  fear  1  should  reluctantly 
consent  to  go  to  Heaven  in  such  company. 
[Laughter.]  But  I  need  have  no  apprehension  of 
that  Kind,  for  these  State-rights  men,  in  the 
charnel-house  Abolition  pai^y,  are  not  bound  in 
that  direction.  I  could  not  follow  theift,  no  matter 
how  sacred  the  flag  they  pretended  to  raise.  I 
should  first  desire  to  examine  the  foot  of  the 
standard-bearer,  to  see  if  it  was  not  cloven.  I 
could  not  belicJve  such  men  were  in  the  right  path, 
unless  one  rose  from  the  deafl,  to  assure  me,  when 
I  saw  among  their  leaders,  the  members  from 
Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  [Messrs.  MAim,  Ran- 
TOUL,  and  Gidoings.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  it  ssdd  that  Aus- 
tria, Russia,  and  Haynau,  had  friends  and  advo- 
cates in  this  House.  I  might,  with  propriety, 
refer  this  unworthy  remark  to  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  The  author  of  it  wUl  find  among 
his  political  friends  men  of  patriotism  equal  to  his, 
whose  deportment  he  had  better  imitate,  who  are 
as  firm  in  their  opposition  to  this  resolution  as  any 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  Gentlemen  of  both 
parties  are  opposing;  it.  Whigs  and  Democrats, 
actuated  by  pnncipTe,  firm,  true,  and  unfliDching 
men,  unite  in  opposing  it.  Sir,  if  I  were  to  say 
of  any  one  here,  he  spoke  like  one  who  had  been 
intimate  with  discussions  at  the  Five  Points  in 
New  York,  and  there  learnt  his  courtesy,  I  should 
not  be  more  unjust  than  he  was,  who  charged 
those  who  opposed  this  resolution  as  being  friends 
of  Haynau. 

This  matter  demonds  careful  consideration  when 
we  see  iht  course  adopted  by  the  Abolitionists. 
When  we  see  the  proceedings  of  the  Abolition 
Convention,  when  we  look  to  the  Senate,  and 
there  find  Seward  and  Sumner  taking  the  lead  in 
this  matter,  I  pause  to  know  what  it  means.  It 
is  true  that  General  Cass  is  with  them,  but  Gov- 
ernor Seward  will  beat  him  at  that  game  out  of 
sight. 

Tfot  only  in  Pennsylvania,  but  Ohio,  a  mam, 
bearing  the  name  of  Kinkle,  is  coUeciing  money, 
and  avowing  he  intends  to  aid  in  abolish  sla- 
very. I  have  seen  several  of  the  Ohio  papers 
publishing  the  proceedings  of  meetings  in  wnich 
the  Pennsylvania  Convention  finds  aiders  add 
abettors. 

I  have  only  time  to  add,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
am  willine  lo  do  all  that  courtesy  requires  towards 
Kossuth:  l)ut  it  is  due  to  him  that  his  name  be  not 
allowed  to  appear  as  sanctioning  the  wishes  of 
those  who  so  unworthily  are  willing  to  injure  him, 
to  give  themselves  some  poor  advantage.  We  are 
by  no  means,  sir,  free  from  danger.  Attempts 
have  been  made  within  a  year  to  invade  the  Island 
of-  a  power  with  ,whom  we  are  at  peace — our 
whole  country  has  been  agitated  by  the  malig- 
nant eiforu  of  fanatics  North  and  South-— Canada 
is  not  always  quiet,  the  world  is  seeming  to  be 
unsettkd,  and  a  war  is  still  proclaimed  agamst  the 
South  by  the  enemies  of  the  country.  Is  this  a 
time  for  us  to  commit  ourselves  to  Kossuth's  doc- 
trines? 1  think  not.  And  my  duty  compels  me 
to  vote  against  this  resolution  as  it  now  stands. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  lone  known  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanlt,]  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  know  his  sentiments, 
and  the  feelings  of  his  heart.  I  have  loi^  served 
with  the  ^ntleman  here,  and  I  receive  all  that  he 
has  said  m  perfect  kindness.  1  will  say  to  him  at 
the  commencement,  very  frankly,  that  he  need 
feel  no  trouble  about  goine  to  Heaven  in  company 
with  those  rdferred  to,  oruone.  Indeed,  I  fear  he 
will  never  find  the  path  there.  [Laughter.]  The 
gentleman  has  not  discussed  any  matter  which  is 
before  the  House,  but  he  has  thought  proper  to 
travel  to  Philadelphia  and  pick  up  some  newspaper 
article  there  to  discuss  in  this  Hall ,  instead  of  the 
resolution  which  is  under  consideration.  He  ap- 
pealed to  me,  as  if  he  felt  confident  that  he  could 
so  far  draw  me  from  my  propriety  as  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  that  kind.  In  this  he  certainly 
paid  no  compliment  to  my  Judgment.  If  he  had 
known  me  as  well  as  I  ^ink  he  should  have  known 
me,  he  certainly  would  not  have  flattered  himself 
that  he  could  induce  me  to  participate  in  such  a 
discussion  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present.  I 
thank  him  not  for  the  left-handed  compliment 
thus  paid  to  my  judgment.  He  should  have 
I  known  that  no  slaveholder  or  overseer  could  drive 


me  by  the  crack  of  his  lash  into  such  an  impro- 
priety. To  the  sentiments  which  I  have  at  any 
time  expressed  here  or  elsewhere,  the  gentleman 
well  knows  I  am  ready  on  all  proper  occasions 
to  respond  and  vindicate.  The  gentleman  will 
bear  testimony  to  the  promptitude  with  which  I 
have  ever  been  ready  to  take  up  and  answer  any 
attacks  upon  my  opinions  on  every  fittine  oppor- 
tunity. The  gentleman  shakes  his  heao.  I  ask 
the  gentleman  to  point  to  a  single  instance  in 
whicn  I  have  ever  failed  to  meet  any  fi:entleman  - 
who  has  assailed  my  opinions  in  this  Hall  when 
propriety  would  admit. 

Mr.  OTANLY.    You  have  now. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will  do  that  on  a  proper 
occasion,  but  not  upon  this  resolution,  and  uQuer 
the  five  minutes  rule.  The  gentleman  knows  that 
the  opinions  which  I  entertain  could  not  be  ex- 
plained, enforced,-  and  advocated  in  a  five  minutes 
speech.  He  is  attempting  to  draw  me  into  the 
vortex  of  interminable  debate,  biJt  I  am  not  to  be 
caught  in  that  way.  He  may,  perhaps,  catch 
some  younger  opponent  and  dr«^  him  into  this  im- 

F roper  discussion,  but  he  might  have  known  that 
was  not  ta  be  thus  caught.  I  repeat  for  the  for- 
tieth time,  that  I  will  not  discuss  matters  which 
have  no  relation  to  the  pending  resolution.  Sir, 
have  we  not  trifled  with  this  subject  long  enough  ? 
We  have  injured  our  reputation  in  the  eyes  of 
the  American  people  by  the  revolutionary  and  dis- 
organizing proceedings  which  were  witnessed  at 
our  last  session.  And  for  what?  To  prevent  the 
passage  of  a  simple  resolution  in  honor  of  Louis 
Kossuth.  A  minority  of  this  House,  in  which  I 
regretted  to  see  my  fnend  from  North  Carolina-^ 
for  I  did  not  expect  to  find  him  in  such  company- 
have  resorted  to  revolutionary  and  disorganizing  \ 
measures  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  will  of 
the  majority.  The  country  will  mark  it  as  ctn  era 
in  the  nistory  of  American  legislation. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  fVom 
North  Carolina  that  here  or  elsewhere  my  opin- 
ions are  the  same,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vindi- 
cate them  as  soon  as  we  enter  upon  the  discussion 
of  the  President's  message.  I  shall  then  be  most 
happy  to  cross  swords  with  the  gentleman  if  it  be 
his  pleasure. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Just  as  I  expected.  He  backs 
out. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  demanded  tellers,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Inoersoll 
and  Bricos  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative-^ayes  27,  noes  92. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  firom  Tennessee,  by  adding 
thereto  the  Allowing: 

Provided,  That  nothinit  in  tbia  resolution  shall  be  con- 
itrued  as  impairiof  the  effect,  or  questioning  the  policy  of 
the  measures  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  known  as  the 
compromise  measures. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  raise  the 
question  of  order,  that  this  amendment  is  not  at 
tut  pertinent  to  the  subject-matter  before  the  com- 
mittee. It  relates  to  the  compromise  measures  of 
the  last  Congress. 
The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order, 
Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  move,  then,  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  •'only.** 
The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Carttkr]  is  but  a  compliment,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  a  natural  and  appropriate  sequence 
of  the  joint  resolution,  which  passed  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  nearly  unanimous  voice  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  The  opposition  which  this  resolu- 
tion meets  with  seems  to  me  a  very  strange  thing. 
What  does  this  resolution  imply?  What  is  it? 
It  implies  just  what  it  expresses — ^nothing  more 
and  nothing  less.  It  says  that  inasmuch  as  this 
distinguished  stranger  has  been  invited  to  the  cap- 
ital, and  is  now  at  our  gates,  it  is  proper  and  fitting 
for  us  to  provide  for  his  introduction  and  reception 
here,  in  a  mannerworthy  of  ourselves  and  worthy 
of  him.    It  cautiously  and  studiously  ignores  the 

Siestion  of  intervention  or  non-intervention,  and 
1  other  questions.  And  if  it  is  strange  that  such 
a  resolution  should  meet  with  opposition,  it  is  still 
stranger  to  roe  that  it  should  meeft  with  the  kind 
of  opposition  which  it  has  encountered  here.  Gen- 
tlemen are  not  only  unwilling  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, but  it  seems  as  if  they  felt  themsdrea  under 
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An  obligAtion  to  insult  Uie  dUtiQguished  atranger, 
Bad  wound  the  cause  that  they  profess  to  have  at 
heart.  Not  coutent  with  opposing  the  resolution 
in  a  fair,  legitimate,  and  straightforward  way, 
they  have  resorted  to  every  species  of  obstruction 
una  strategy  to  prevent  us  from  coming  to  a  vote 
on  the  resolution.  And  for  what?  Simply  to 
stifle  the  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  of 
this  country  in  favor  of  Kossuth  and  his  cause. 
It  woiild  have  been  infinitely  better  that  no  reso- 
lution had  been  introducecl  here,  than  that  we 
should  have  made  such  a  record  as  will  be  made 
— a  record  that  will  stand  as  long  as  this  Govern- 
ment shall  last — a  record  that  cannot  be  blotted  out 
or  burnt  out. 

Oentlemeo  have  endeavored  to  alter  this  resolu- 
tion. They  have  stood  here  and  chaffered  and 
bartered  as  to  the  amount  of  courtesy  that  is  to  be 
shown  to  this  distinguished  republican.  They 
have  tried  how  small  a  modicum  of  courtesy  they 
could  get  extended  to  him.  Allusion  has  been 
made  to  other  distinguished  individuals  who  have 
been  idvited  into  this  hall.  But  there  has  been  no 
case  at  all  pai*allel  to  this.  Kossuth  is  here  by 
invitation  of  Congress.  He  was  brought  here, 
as  the  President  informs  us,  under  the  authority 
of  Congress.  In  an  Executive  communication, 
the  President  recommends  that  we  shall  consider 
the  manner  in  which  this  man,  brought  in  by  our 
own  authorit}^,  shall  be  received  and  treated.  Be- 
sides all  this,  we  ourselves,  by  a  nearly  unani- 
mous vote,  have  invited  him  to  come  here.  He 
has  responded  to  that  invitation,  and  is  now  here. 
I  say,  then,  that  we  can  pass  no  less  resolution 
than  this.  TGIs  is  not  like  the  cases  of  Father 
Mathew.  Ujhazi ,  and  others.  No  other  individual 
has  been  brought  to  our  shores  under  the  authori- 
ty of  Congress,  been  made  the  subject  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive communicAtion  to  Congress,  or  been  in- 
vited here  by  joint  resolution  of  both  Hou8e9. 
The  circumstance  of  the  case  are  different,  and 
therefore  our  action  should  be  different  also.  I 
submit  further,  that  it  is  better  to  let  the  naked 
question  go  to  the  country  than  to  qualify  it.  I 
have  voted  against  all  amendments  and  qualifica- 
jtions,  because  I  will  not  have  an  issue  raised  be- 
fore the  country  independent  of  the  question  of 
courtesy.  If  we  adopt  any  qualification,  we  raise 
an  issue;  on  that  issue  we  shall  have  to  go  to  the 
jcountrv,  and  it  will  be  said  by  the  people  and  the 
press  throughout  the  land  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
iientatives  has  as  good  as  said,  that  should  therfe 
be  another  contest  between  Austria  and  Hungary, 
Ilussia  TOAj^  iiterfere  as  much  as  she  likes,  with 
our  consent.  The  adoption  of  a  qualification  of 
any  kind  means  something.  You  cannot  add 
anything  that  is  unnecessary  and  out  of  place 
without  meaning  something,  and  that  is  the  trans- 
liUion  that  the  country  will  give  to  it.  Now,  i 
•fy  that  it  is  not  wise  for  us  to  make  such  an 
issue.  It  is  better  for  the  peace,  quiet,  and  har- 
mony of  the  whole  country  that  we  should  pass  a 
simple  resolution. 

frlere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Kf  r.  BAIIRERE.  Coming  as  I  do  from  a  State 
vhich  is  said  to  be  favorable  to  this  resolution, 
and  intending  to  vote  against  it,  it  is  right  and  pro- 
per that  I  should  five  some  of  the  reasons  why  I 
take  that  course,  it  is  but  proper  that  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  should  give  us  the  reasons  why 
it  should  be  passed ,  and  I  have  had  some  anxiety  to 
ascertain  wny  it  should  be  passed.  One  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy; 
another,  that  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  great  principles 
of  republicanisni  and  national  independence;  a 
third,  that  it  is  to  indorse  Kossuth's  views  of  in- 
tervention; aitd  a  fourth  tells  us  that  it  is  because 
the  executive  officers  of  this  Government  have 
not  acted  towards  M.  Kossuth  with  becoming  de- 
ference. As  to  the  matter  of  courtesy,  if  any 
blame  attaches  to  the  manner  Qf  his  reception  m 
Washington,  it  attaches  to  the  Senate's  commit- 
tee, who  received  him;  and  not  to  the  executivie 
officers  of  the  Government,  or  the  minority  in 
this  House.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  several  executive  dj^ortments, 
have  received  and  treated  him  with  marked  atten- 
tion an(^  respect.  I  do  not  think  that  this  pro- 
ceeding can  be  properly  looked  on  in  that  h^ht. 
Gentlemen  may  get  up  here  as  much  as  they  like, 
and  say  that  they  do  not  mean  this  or  that;  but  the 
construction  that  the  country,  our  people  at  home, 
and  the  world,  would  put  upon  this  resolution  wiu 
be  that  ws  indonie  this  man's  doetrines. 


Now,  what  principle  does  he  represent?  If  he 
represents  in  tnese  United  States  any  principle  at 
all,  it  is  the  principle  of  intervention  for  the  sake 
of  non-intervention,  and  further,  ope  which  has 
not  been  remarked  upon  in  this  House,  but 
which  I  think  more  objectionable  than  anv  other, 
and  that  is,  that  w»«hall  acknowledge,  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  Hungary — a  nation  that  is  not  now 

in  existence;  and,  also,  that  we  shall  acknowledge 
lim  as  Governor  of  Hungary,  when  he  voluntarily 
resigned  his  office  to  a  man  whom  his  friends  and 
admirers  in  this  House  charge  with  being  a  trai- 
tor to  Hun^^y.  If  this  man  comes  here  as  the 
representative  of  any  great  principle  at  all,  it  is  of 
that.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  he  preaches  one  set 
of  doctrines,  when  he  intends  to  represent  another  ? 
Look  at  his  speeches;  if  they  contain  the  views 
and  doctrines  which  he  intenas  our  people  to  un- 
derstand he  came  here  to  represent,  then  he  is  the 
representative  of  the  doctriue  of  intervention  for 
the  sake  of  iK>n-iiitervention.  I  do  not  blame 
Kossuth.  I  undertake  to  say  that  I  feel  as  much 
sympathy  for  him,  and  admiration  for  his  talents, 
for  his  ^nius,  and  for  the  efforts  he  made  in  be- 
half of  his  oppressed  country,  as  any  man  in  this 
House.  I  undertake  to  say,  that  no  mm  here 
feels  more  for  downtrodden  humanity^  wherever 
found,  than  I  do.  The  gentlemen  wno  represent 
the  opponenti  of  this  resolution  as  the  apologists 
of  Haynau,  or  any  other  tyrant,  show  little  under- 
standing of  the  intelligence  of  the  America  people. 
I  am  not  to  be  swerved  from  my  course,  because 
the  great  cities  are  in  favor  of  this  man's  doctrine; 
for  f  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  the  peecJe  of 
the  great  cities  are  toot  so  sound  upon  the  political 
questions  of  the  day,  as  are  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country.  We  are  asked  whether  we  are  afraid 
that  Kossuth  wanti  to  lead  the  American  people 
away  from  Washington,  and  the  policy  of  Wash- 
ington. For  one,  I  am  not  afraid.  I  do  not  fear 
that  the  American  people  would  be  led  away  from 
the  sacred  policy  of  the  country,  even  though  the 
American  Congress  should  prove  recreant  to  its 
duty,  and  vote  for  all  of  Kossuth's  propositions; 
for  I  have  no  fears  that  any  foreigner,  however 
distinguished,  whether  a  whiskered  Fandour,  or  a 
fierce  Hussar,  or  any  other  character,  can  lead  the 
popular  mind  of  this  great  country  away  from  its 
allegiance  to  its  long  cherished  and  settled  policy. 
The  hearts  of  the  American  people  are  still  fixed 
with  pride  and  exultation  upon  Washington  and 
hispolicy. 

Whilst,  therefore,  I  am  willing  to  extend  to 
Kossuth  the  hand  of  friendship;  whilst  I  am 
willing  to  do  all  in  my  power  for  downtrodden 
humanity,  I  am  not  willing  that  the  American 
Congress  shall  commit  itselfto  the  approbation  of  a 
set  of  doctrines  which  in  my  opinion  are  destruct- 
ive of  the  maxims,  views,  and  principles  laid 
down  by  the  great  founders  of  our  Republic. 
rHere  the  luunmer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wash- 
burn's amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  an  amendment  to  the  original  resolution: 

And  that  the  (Sovenuneot  and  peonls  of  the  United 
Sutes  flympathize  with  the  people  of  Haagary  in  their 
atrusgie  for  liberty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  not 
strictly  in  order.  The  original  resolu'tion  has  n« 
reference  to  Hungary,  but  to  Louis  KossuUi. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Ths  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Stanton]  is  in  order 
as  an  amendment  to  the  substitute  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Vknable.j 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  Being  a  friend  to 
the  original  resolution,  I  had.  not  intended  to  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  committee  in  discussion  it, 
and  I  should  not  have  done  so  had  I  not  differed 
from  ray  colleague,  [Mr.  Bahrerb,]  for  whom  I 
entertain  a  very  high  regard.  It  is  the  first  time 
I  have  ever  heard  it  gravely  argued  that  a  simple 
act  of  civility — an  exercise  of  the  common  hospi- 
talities of  life,  committed  a  man  to  the  sentiments 
of  his  guest.  This  resolution  contemplates  a  sim- 
ple act  of  hospitsrlity.  Nay,  it  is  not  even  that. 
The  two  Houses  of  Congress  have  cordially 
welcomed  Louis  Kossuth  to  the  capital  and  the 
country.  He  is  now  the  nation's  invited  guest. 
He  stands  before  it  in  that  position,  and  it  cannot 


be  escaped.  This  resolution-— copied  from  o 
passed  by  the  Senate  almost  without  oppositio 
merely  contemplates  the  formal  mode  or  TcceiTi 
and  entertaining  him.  It  is  as  though  you  sa 
when  he  reaches  your  door,  <*  Walk  id,  SLnd  tak 
seat."    That  is  tiie  whole  effect  of  the  resoluii 

But  it  is  argued  that  the  adoption  of  this 
lution  would  commit  this  Congress  and  the  n 
to  the  sentiments  of  their  guest.  Sir,  I  take  it 
be  no  such  thing.  I  wiH  not  clog  this  resoluti 
with  anything  that  is  inconsistent  with  it — ^w. 
anything  that  is  equivalent  to  saying  that 
form  this  act  of  civility  reluctantly,  grvtd.^ 
and  hesitatingly,  because  that  is  the  same  as 
ing  that  Kossuth  is  an  tmwelcome  gueat. 

Some  other  things  that  have  taken  jdace  in 
discussion  are  rather  extraordinary ^co  tny  tt 
Even  though  .gentlemen  are  not  disposed  to  ini 
vene  in  favor  of  Hungary  or  any  oUier  cauniryl 
cannot  see  the  necessity  of  avowing  it  l^fore  ^e  i 
arrives.    The  only  efl(ect  of  it  can  be  to  say  to 
despots  of  Russia  and  Austria,  "So  far  as  w€ 
t^oncemed,  you  have  oar  apprbbiuiofi,'  itid 
ment,  and  permission  to  go  on  and  trampl^u 
foot  the  nations  of  the  European  continent.  **  F\ 
one,  I  will  hold  out  no  inducements  or  enoourag 
ment  to  the  despots  of  Europe  to  trample  do 
the  people  there. 

But  I  will  do  this:  I  am  prepared  to  express 
sympathy  of  the  Qovemment  and  people  of  i 
country  m  the  European  struggles  for  liberty, 
am  prepared  to  interfere  with  every  species  of ; 
terventionshortof  armed intervention;aDdwfae  ' 
I  will  resort  to  armed  intervention  or  not,  1 
decide  when  the  question  shall  properly  arise 
will  say,  however,  that  I  can  hardly  imagine  as 
contingency  in  which  1  would  vote  for  a  naUi 
war,  for  I  am  opposed  to  wars  of  all  dessri^ 
but  I  am  certaihiy  opposed  to  declaring  in  ahvi 
and  before  the  occasion  calls  for  it,  that  we 
under  no  circumstances  intervene. 

But,  sir,  as  I  have  already  said,  that  qoestios 
not  now  before  us.  The  question  before  u« 
simply  one  as  to  the  formality  in  receiving 
who  is  alrmdy  the  nation's  gosBt.  I  shall  voie#C 
this  resolution  because  it  is  a  simple  form  thai 
been  adopted  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Groi 
ment,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it,  too,  as  an  sddit 
indication  of  the  sympathy  which  we  feel  for 
downtrodden  classes  of  Europe.  Sir,  I  con 
I  have  been  much  surprised  that,  upon  a  queeti 
of  this  sort,  involving  no  constitscioaai  orpoh'ti 
principle,  and  which  commits  the  House  and  i 
nation  to  no  practical  action  that  affects  the  wellj 
&re  of  the  country,  revolutionary  stnugg^  shouU 
have  been  resorted  to,  and  that  a  nunoriiy  should 
have  placed  itself  in  the  attitude  of  a  fiMtJous 
endeavor  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  resofaition. 
Now,  if  such  a  course  is  to  oe  puriued  msMi  a 
question  of  this  sort — if  a  minority  is  to  ruia  lk« 
body  upon  an  unimportant  question,  may  we  not 
expect  the  same  power  to  be  exercised  on  every 
occasion ;  and  is  not  the  right  of  the  majority  to 
govern  in  this  House  effectually  striken  down  ? 

[Here  the  haminer  ffell.] 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  confess,  Mr.  OtaimuuL 
that  I  am  somewhat  impatient  of  this  protracted 
discussion,  and  I  should  be  endrdy  satisfied  if  the 
committee  would  come  at  once  to  a  vote  upon  the 
propositions  pending  before  it.    I,  for  one,  have 
not  engaged  m  any  scheme,  as  gentlemen  call  it, 
to  defeat  the  final  action  of  the  committee  upon  the 
resolution    of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Cartter.]    I  have  voted  upon  every  division, 
and  therefore  the  censures,  of  which  gentlemen 
have  been  so  lavish,  are  not  appHcable  to  me. 
The  committee  seem  determined  to  adopt  some  one 
of  the  complimentary  resolutions  under  consider- 
ation, and  I  see  no  good  that  cian  result  from  mere 
delay;  not  that  I  am  at  all  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  On  thecontrary, 
I  am  warmly  cmd  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  Uiougfa 
not  altogether  for  the  reasons  that  have  been  urged 
by  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate.  The 
aaoption  of  this  resolution  will  not  neetsimljf  com- 
mit us  to  intervention  in  the  afiairs  of  Uongarj, 
though  there  is  a  significance  in  the  dedaratioiie  of 
Kossuth,  and  in  the  remarks  of  several  geotlemen 
upon  this  floor,  which  makes  it  dangerous  to  over- 
look this  objection  entirely.    Nor  do  I  see,  is  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina   [Mr.  Stanlt] 
seems  to  suppose,  that  there  is  any  necessary  con- 
nection between  the  question  of  slavery  and  a  pub- 
T  lie  reception  of  Kossuth.    And  I  am  sore,  I  need 
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aaj  thmi  my  dbjeciion  to  the  resolution  pro- 
in  DO  decree  from  on  unwillingness  to  bestow 
the  dtstinguished  Hungarian  any  civilities 
it  might  become  us  to  offer.    I  oppose  it  as 
matter  of  good  ta^te^    I  do  not  tnink  it  be- 
AoQerican  Congress  to  bestow  these  hon- 
^  any  man.    I  supposed,  when  Kossuth 
«poo  our  shores,  tLat  he  Vould  receive 
^nlities — even  those  exaggerated  honors 
oar  people  are  sometimes  so  ready  to  offer, 
tkis  there  could  be  no  serious  objection. 
I  they,  in  their'character  of  private  citizens, 
■pon  m  footing  of  e<}uality.    But,  sir,  the 
of  th«  United  States,  in  their  public,  corpo- 
•overei^  capacities,  ought  not  to  bow  down 
any  created  intelligence.    I  am  unwilling 
( Representatives  of  thirty-one  sovereignties 
dance* attendance  upon  any  mortal  now 
-I  object,  then,  to  this  resolution.    I  ob- 
it in  substance  and  in  phraseology.    I  will 
uenl  that  a  committee  of  five  gentlemen  x>f 
ooae,  representing  as  it  does  the  sovereignty 
-one  States,  should  wait  upon---yes,  that 
e— should  *'waii  i«p<m  Louis  Klossutli.*' 
subserviency.    It  seems  to  exact  the 
mmrf  service  rendfered  by  an  inferior  to  his 
It  is  tru^,  that  in  the  view  in  which  I 
ting  this  subject,  it  is  a  mere  question 
ity;  but  in  national  affai^,  questions  of 
are  matters  of  importance.    Junius  has 
I,  **  the  feather  that  adorns  the  royal  bird, 
his  flight.'* 

%  m  it  one  of  the  fUnctions  of  an  American 

to  bestow  honors  upon  men;  and  is  it 

consistent  with  the  genius  of  a  repub- 

^oremment  to  do  so  ?    It  seems  to  me,  sir, 

I  eminently  anti-republican.    These  things 

to  monarchies,  but  they  are  out  of  place 

«  President  Montesquieu  understooa  this 

Tery  well  when  be  said  that  honor  was 

'ming  of  monarchical  governments.    The 

of  our  Constitution  understood  it  very 

«B  they  denied  to  Congress  the  power  to 

iitbesol*  nobility.    But  you  seek  to  confer 

i  honors — ^when,  as  it  seems  to  me, 

t  of  our  institutions  forbids  it.     But 

en  have  said  that  these  honors  are 

Jto  Kossuth  as  the  representative  of  a  great 

Sir,  what  man  can  claim  to  be  the  rep- 

c€  a  great  principle  ?    Political  equality 

try  essence  of  our  institutions;  and  no 

er  may  be  his  advantages  of  fortune, 

iBleDeet,  can  claim  to  be  the  represent- 

l^nociple,  which  belongs  to  the  whole 

But,  sir,  are  honors  ever  bestowed 

ns  than  those  now  urged  by  the 

^solution  ?    It  is  always  to  the  rep- 

^  some  principle,  so  to  speak,  that 

Aivdy  when  they  are  conferred  at  all. 

>€  given  to  mere  flesh  and  blood,  but  to 

rit,  andpiety,  and  to  literary  merit,  or 

ins.    Tnese  are  some  of  the  principles 

by  those  upon  whom  the  iavor  of  the 

Biay  be  lavished.    But  it  is  not  so  with 

republican  theory  is,  that  the  agents  of 

ajiplf  are  their  servants.  Office  is  not  de- 
[Sionfer  personal  distinction,  but  to  furnish 
•■  far  rendering  public  service.  The  only 
Aef  receivei  are  those  they  are  required  to 

jSbr»  the  hammer  fell.] 
iiiiHWfinn  was  disn  taken,  and  the  amend- 
■■ll1»tiM  amendment  was  rejected. 

Ife.  CI*ARK.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
^Aii  ja  Ihe  pcadse  state  of  the  question  ? 

y%m  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  pending 
» l^at  of  the  gentleaoan  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Cmmt  ■■■!  ilj"  ^h®  original  resolution. 

Mr.  GI^ARK.    I  suppose  it  will  be  in  order  for 
■(^«0er  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 
fie^HAlRMAN.    It  wHl  be  in  order. 

CUtRK*     On  examining   the   pending 

tfot  1  find  that  my  amendment  will  not  be 

aa  an  amendment  to  the  amendment.    I 

t^  howerer,  it  will  be  in  order  to  offer  it  as 

jidmeot  to  the  original  resolution. 

CHAIRAiAN.    It  will,  not  be  in  order. 

is  already  pending,  and  no  amend-- 

js  la  order  except  as  an  amendment  to  that 


lit.  CLAEK.     Then  I  desire  to  give  notice 
I  vffi  offur  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  as 
—  ^Xifcid)  have  an  opportunity. 
Hr.  VTOAJtr.    1  mave  to  amend  the  amend- 


ment by  inserting  the  word  '*  high"  in  the  amend- 
ment immediately  before thewora  "compliment." 

Mr.  S.  said:  As  my  amendment  indicates,  I  do 
not  rise  for  the  ^purpose  of  discussing  the  resolu- 
tion nor  the  many  subjects,  extraneous  as  lUiink, 
which  have  been  brought  in  and  discussed  during 
the  many  hours  which  this  committee  have  been 
in  session,  but  I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
saying,  with  many^  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
here,  that  I  think  it  is  due  to  ourselves  that  we 
should  come  to  some  definite  action  upon  this  sub- 
ject. There  is  much  which  1  should  like  to  say, 
both  in  the  way  of  argument  and  in  reply  to  the 
many  propositions  which  have  been  submitted  as 
amendments  to  this  resolution,  and  also  in  reply 
to  many  arguments  which  have  been  advanced,  u(it 
I  repeat  that  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  do  so.  I  rise 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  saying  to  those  who 
favor  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  those 
who  oppose  it,  Let  as,  an  becomes  the  represent- 
atives of  thirty -one  American  States,  proceed  to 
definitive  action  upon  this  subject,  and  proceed  at 
once.  I  hold  myself  ready  to  vote  for  any  form 
of  words  that  suits  any  gentleman  or  any  number 
of  gentlemen  upon  this  noor,  provided  those  words 
are  respectful  m  their  cheuvcter,  and  do  not  carry 
with  them,  either  expressly  or  impliedly,  a  com- 
mentary upon  the  course  of  Kossuth  sitice  he 
arrived  apon  our  shores.  I  offer  these  words 
for  the  purpose  of  pacification.  Let  us  meet  upon 
some  common  ground,  that  is  objectionable  to 
nt)ne  of  us — with  which  we  can  all  comply — and 
let  tis  adopt  it.  But  do  not — I  ask  it  of  the 
friends  of  the  resolution — insist  so  strenuously 
upon  any  particular  form  of  words  as  to  render 
^>ur  course  obnoxious  in  the  opinion  of  our  oppo- 
nents. And  I  ask  of  our  opponents,  that  they  will 
not  show  themselves  set  pimctitious  as  to  insist 
upon  incorporating  into  this  resolution — a  mere 
matter  of  hospitality — anything  which  is  offensive. 
Do  not  say  to  this  distinguished  man  what  you 
would  dislike  yourselves  to  soy  to  any  man  who 
was  approaching  your  domicil — <*  I  am  happy  to 
meet  you  atid  welcome  you  to  my  home,  but  1 
despise  your  politics,  I  condemn  your  religion,  and 
I  have buta veryslight opinion ofyour morality " — 
fbr,  sir,  Louis  Koirauth  might  weQ  say.  From  all 
such  compliments  as  this  **sood  Lord  deliver 
us."  Now,  1  say — and  it  is  aU  I  rose  to  say — 1 
beseech  gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  House 
to  stop  this  debate;  let  us  agree  upon  some  form 
of  words — something  that  is  acceptable  to  all,  and 
let  us  adopt  it,  and  put  ourselves  right  before  the 
country  and  before  the  civilized  worid. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Compliments ! 
the  gentleman  says.  If  we  do  not  pass  this  reso- 
lution, unaccompanied  with  any  proviso,  Mr. 
Kossuth  may  say:  **Good  Lord  deliver  me  from 
such  compliments."  Now, sir,  I  understand  that 
this  gentleman,  Mr.  Kossuth,  says  that  he  does 
not  want  your  compliments.  He  has  not  come 
here  to  receive  compliments.  His  mission  is  of 
quite  a  different  character.  He  has  distinctly 
made  it  known.  He  wants  you  to  change  the 
policy  of  your  Government.  This  is  the  isisue 
he  made  in  New  York.  The  same  he  presented 
again  in  Philadelphia;  and  still  again  repeated  in 
^timore.  And  why  should  we  pay  a  compliment 
to  any  man,  who  says  in  advance  that  he  will  not 
thank  you  for  it — that  he  is  for  higher  and  more 
substantial  things  than  empty,  unmeaning  cere- 
monies? Do  we,  or  shall  we,  maintain  our  own 
self-respect,  in  tendering  compliments  under  such 
circumstances?  Gentlemen  may  look  upon  it  as 
they  please,  but  I  cannot,  for  myself,  consider  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  in  any  other  light  than 
an  indorsement,  to  some  extent,  of  the  principle 
which  he  advocates.  Any  unusual  mark  of  esteem 
to  any  man  engaged  in  any  great  work  or  enter- 
prise, it  seems  to  me,  cannot  be  looked  upon  but 
as  expressing,  in  aome  degree,  an  approbation  of 
the  cause  advocated  by  the  recipient  of  such  dis- 
tinguished tokens  of  respect. 

But  this,  sir,  goes  to  the  merits  of  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  propriety  of  iu  passage.  I  did  not 
rise  to  discuss  that  now.  My  object  is  to  repel 
the  charge  that  the  minority  in  their  action  against 
the  majority  in  this  matter  are  pursuing  a  factious 
course.  I  belong  to  that  minority;  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  defend  their  course  against  any  such 
charge  either  in  this  Hall  or  out  of  it.  We  stand 
upon  the  right.  And  in  this  position  I  intend,  as 
one  of  them,  to  stand  in  perosct  defiance  of  both 
in-door  and  out-door  clamor.    If  there  bt  a  fac- 


tion here,  it  is  the  majority,  who  are  endeavoring 
to  carry  their  views  in  open  violation  of  the  rule* 
of  this  House.  I  stand  by  these  rules,  and  in 
standing  by  them,  I  stana  by  law  and  ordef- 
Who  is  it  that  is  disorganizing  this  body?  How 
was  this*  resolution  brought  in  here,  and  how  is  it 
attempted  to  be  passed  through  ?  Stand  up,  gen- 
tlemen, and  defend  yourselves  if  you  can.  If  not, 
cease  to  talk  about  faction.  How  did  this  resolu- 
tion get  here  ?  L.ast  Monday  a  week,  when  it  wai^ 
perfectly  in  order,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
CAR'rTER]  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  offer  it.  It  required  two 
thirds  of  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules.  There 
Were  less  than  two  thirds  who  voted  for  his  mo- 
tion. That  method  failing,  he  came  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  tftate  of  the  Union  and 
offered  it  here,  contrary  to  all  usage,  precedent,  and 
parliamentary  law,  as  well  as  in  direct  violation 
of  two  express  rules  of  this  House.  Never  be- 
fore was  it  proposed,  in  any  parliamentary  body 
that  I  ever  heard  of;  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  who  are  only  empowered  to  act  upon 
such  matters  as  are  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
could  originate  and  bring  forth  matter  that  had  not 
beeh  so  referred.  Yet  the  gentleman  did  this,  and 
the  majority  sustained  him  m  it  by  simple  numj^ri- 
cal  force  in  overruling  the  decision  of^the  Cbaii'. 
But  this  is  not  all,  sir.  The  Hth  rule  of  this 
House,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  expressly  de- 
clares that  **No  person,  except  members  of  the 
Senate,  their  Secretary,  Heads  of  Departments," 
Ac,  dc.,  **  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives." 

This  is  one  of  the  standing  rules  of  this  House; 
and  the  136th  rule  also  declares,  that  **  no  stand- 
ing rule  of,  or  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  re- 
scinded or  changed  without  one  day's  notice 
thereof. "  No  such  notice  was  given  or  pretended 
to  be  giveri,  and  yet  the  efforts  of  the  majority  are 
to  carry  this  measure  by  trampling  these  rules 
under  their  feet.  They  attempted  to  carry  their 
object  by  overriding  the  rules  of  their  organiza- 
tion. Who  theft  are  the  diaorg^izers  ?  They 
desire  to%ave  a  committee  appointed  to  intro- 
duce into  this  Hall  Louis  Kossuth,  and  this  can- 
not be  done  but  by  "rescinding, "or  "changing," 
ot  violating  the  l56th  rule.  Their  object  is  to  vio- 
late that  rule,  and  to  do  this  by  numerical  strength 
and  the  clamor  of  faction,  which  clamor  is  usimlly 
resorted  to  by  those  who  are  claiming  the  exercise 
of  illegal  and  unjust  pofrers. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  these  rules,  made  and 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  for  the 

S»vernment  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  are 
e  law  of  the  House.  And  who  are  greater  dis- 
organizers  than  those  who  strike  at  tlie  very- 
foundation  of  their  own  organization  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virg^inia,  [Mr.  MriLtoK,]  to  whose 
speech  I  listened  in  the  main  with  a  good  deal  of 
pleasure,  dropt  one  word,  or  uttered  one  sentiment 
that  I  cannot  let  pass,  and  which  I  regretted  to 
hear  him  express.  He  said  while  he  was  opposed 
to  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  yet  findins  that 
it  waa  the  manifest  wish  of  the  majority  that  it 
should  pass,  that  he  felt  inclined  to  acquiesce. 
Now,  sir,  I  will  at  all  times  defer  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  when  legally  and  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed, but  never  will  I  yield  to  the  dictation  of 
a  majority,  who  attempt  to  force  upon  me  any 
measure  in  violation  of  law.  Some  gentlemen 
talk  as  if  a  majority  had  the  right  to  have  their 
way  upon  all  questions,  and  that  it  was  a  duty  ta 

field  to  the  known  will  of  the  majority.  Sir, 
deny  the  doctrine  toto  ealo,  and  I  will  oppose 
the  will  of  a  majority  on  this  door,  and  every- 
where, when  that  will  does  not  conform  to  law,  aa 
unyieldingly  as  I  would  oppose  any  other  outrage 
upon  my  rights. 

Sir,  I  war  aeainst  usurpation,  let  it  be  begun  by 
many  or  few,  by  a  majority  of  this  House,  or  by 
one  man.  What  is  usurpation,  Mr.  Chairman? 
It  is  the  exercise  of  powers  that  do  not'  belong  to 
those  who  claim  the  right  to  enforce  them,  wheth- 
er it  be  by  many  or  a  few — whether  it  be  by  a 
majority  of  this  House  or  one  nian^here  is  no 
difference.  And  I  shall  war  against  the  attempted 
usurpation  of  the  majority  here  this  day,  with  the 
same  spirit  that  I  would  war  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  Louis  Napoleon,  if  I  were  in  France;  and 
the  craven  heart  that  would  basely  yield  to  your 
ille^  declaration,  barely  because  you  are  in  tlie 
maiority,  would  be  a  fit  subject  to  bow  his  neok_ 
to  nit  imperial  edicts !    And  I  will  resist  you  oa 
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quick  as  I  would  him.  I  would  as  rood  have  one 
master  as  many.  1  teU*gentlemen,  then,  plainly, 
that  they  may  cry  factious  opposition  as  loud  and 
as  long  as  they  please.  For  one,  I  intend  to  stand 
by  tk%  rights  of  the  mibority  in  this  House  under 
the  rules.  I  should  feel  that  I  was  an  unfit  repre- 
sentative of  the  rights  of  a  free  people,  if  I  should 
on  this  occasion  prore  recreant  in  the  defence  of 
my  own.  This  is  the  position  I  occupy,  and  I 
shall  hold  it,  and  maintam  it,  if  I  can  get  a  little 
band  to  stand  by  me,  much  longer  than  Louis 
Kossuth  ever  defended  the  liberties  **of  his  father- 
land.*' You  shall  never  pass  this  resolution  in 
this  way,  if  I  can  prevent  it. 

When  this  resolution  was  first  brought  forward 
on  Monday  week  last,  I  gave  a  silent  vote  in  my 
seat  against  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow 
its  introduction.  If  two  thirds 'had  voted  for  it  I 
should  simply  have  recorded  my  vote  against  it. 
1  should  not  nave  attempted  to  tnwart  the  will  of 
the  majority  properly  and  legally  expressed.  But 
I  shall  not  be  run  over  in  this  way,  nor  will  I  sit 
by  and  see  the  rules  thus  trampled  upon  for  any 
purpose.  If  gentleman  wish  to  carry  this  resolu- 
tion, which  they  say  there  are  two  to  one  for,  let 
them  cease  their  present  efforts  to  force  the  House 
in  this  irregular  way.  Let  them  bring  forward 
their  motion  next  Monday  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  allow  it  to  be  properly  considered.  If  they 
have  two  to  one  they  can  easily  pass  it.  I  shall 
offer  no  further  obstacle  than  my  vote  and  my 
reasons,  and  if  there  are  not  two  thirds  for  it  they 
will  have  to  do  as  all  others  do  who  fail  to  succeed 
in  their  wishes  in  bringing  forward  measures  here: 
they  will  have  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  House 
when  properly  and  fairly  expressed  under  the 
rules.  If  they  attempt  again  to  force  the  measure 
by  numbers  alone,  or  by  physical  indecorum, 
they  will  then  see  the  same  unyielding  defence  of 
the  rights  of  the  minority  on  this  floor.  I  feel 
that  I  and  the  minority  hold  the  right  in  this  issue. 
No  one  on  this  floor  can  or  has  pretended  to  an- 
swer Uie  argument;  and  holding  this  position,  I 
shall  continue  to  hold  it  and  maintain  it;  I  shall 
never  surrender  it.    Upon  that  you  maj^ depend. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  and  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  WALSH  moved  the  following  amendment 

to  the  amendment: 

And  tbat  the  Speaker,  In  the  name  of  the  roembera  of 
thia  House,  then  SMure  him  of  their  deep  gratitude  for  hia 
■ifnal  terricea  in  the  cauM  of  freedom,  and  their  high  re- 
•pect  fbr  hi«  exalted  cbsract^  aad  genius. 

Mr.  W.  said:  I  have  but  very  few  words  to  say 
in  support  of  this  amendment.  The  eentleman 
from  P«ew  York  [Mr.  Brooks]^  said  that  wis  House 
was  putting  a  mark  upon  this  age.  It  is,  and  I 
am  arraid  it  is  going  to  be  a  bad  mark;  I  am  afraid 
it  is  going  to  be  one  in  reference  to  which  we  can 
utter  the  ejaculation  of  **  Grod  save  the  mark!" 
I  therefore  want  to  relieve  myself  from  all  con- 
nection with  it.  Sir,  we  have  fallen  upon  strange 
things  and  strange  times.  But  a  short  period  has 
elapsed  since  this  distinguish^  leader,  with  his 
associates,  were  driven  from  their  country,  and 
sought  refuge  within  th^  limits  of  Turkey.  Chris- 
tendom then  turned  her  back  upon  her  own  cham- 
pion. The  Crescent  seemed  for  a  time  to  assume 
the  energies  of  nature,  and  to  borrow  its  light  from 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  You  transferred  these 
people  then  to  your  own  country,  and  they  were 
received  upon  your  shores  with  a  shout  of  welcome 
such  as  is  not  oAen  heard  within  the  limits  of  the 
Republic,  prone  as  that  heart  is  to  generous  im- 
pulses. Maid  and  matron  joined  the  holy  cause; 
and  ministering  angels,  around  your  domestic  al- 
tars, left  the  scenes  of  thein  devoted  life,  and  came 
forth  to  bless  and  hallow  the  festival  of  freedom.  [> 
The  sons  of  toil,  with  the  sweat  ^f  their  brow 
turned  into  gold,  tame  with  their  offering  to  his 
cause.  Men,  who  are  accustomed  to  instruct  the 
wise  and  hold  together  the  masses,  stood  con- 
founded by  his  wisdom,  and  fascinated  by  the 
necromancy  of  his  voice.  And  where  is  this  dis- 
tinguished individual  to  receive,  for  the  first  time, 
the  cold  shoulder?  It  is  in  the  councils  of  the 
American  nation !  not  in  the  aristocratic  Senate — 
so  called — but  from  the  offspring  of  the  masses,  so 
that  your  future  history  willTead,  that  of  all  the 

eeople  of  this  great  nation,  none  refused  to  give 
im  hospitality  except  those  who  asked  him  to 
come  and  get  it. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  say  upon  this  subject, 
but  I  ask  gentlemen  what  translation  we  can  give 


of  our  votes  upon  this  subject;  what  translation 
do  we  ^ve  to  the  President  of  France  ?  Gentle- 
men will  recollect  that  the  President  of  France  op- 
posed his  coming  into  that  country,  and  we  follow 
in  his  footsteps  and  say  that  he  shall  not  come 
into  the  Capitol.  When  the  record  of  this  pro* 
ceeding  g^ets  to  Europe,  what  will  the  friends  of 
liberty  tmnk  of  it?  I  have  not  time  to  look  into 
the  matter  now,  or  to  express  my  views  in  connec- 
tion with  it;  but  let  us  look  at  the  efifect  upon  our 
people.  When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  said  the  other  day  that  there  were  not 
twenty  men  in  this  House  who  were  in  favor  of 
intervention,  the  words  were  scarcely  out  of  his 
mouth  when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dii- 
VET,]  almost  the  head  of  his  party — a  man  who 
was  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Speakership  in 
the  Democratic  caucus,  and  standing  in  the  posi- 
tion he  does,  whose  wo^ds  are  almost  the  organ 
of  the  Democratic  party,  what  does  he  tell  you? 
He  says,  never  trifle  with  the  people.  This  man 
is  at  your  door,  and  if  you  do  not  receive  him,  if 
you  turn  him  away  from  your  door,  recollect  the 
people  will  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.* 
Mr.  NEWTON.  I. do  not  rise  for  Uie  pur- 
pose of  explaining  or  translating  the  votes  I  have 
been  giving,  and  expect  to  give,  upon  the  resolu- 
tion. They  need  no  explanation,  no  transla- 
tion. My  object  is  to  oflfer  some  considerations  to 
the  committee  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. The  resolution  is  a  siipple  proposition  to 
introduce  Louis  Kossuth,*  the  representative  of  a 
nation  whose  elevation  we  devoutly  wished,  and 
in  whose  depression  we  sincerely  sympathize,  to 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
American  nation— the  most  free,  liberal,  enlight- 
ened and  powerful  nation  on  earth;  one  whose 
free  institutions  and  laws,  are  the  wonder  and  ad- 
miration of  the  whole  civilized  world;  for  whose 
model  the  masses  of  all  enlightened  nations  strive. 
There  is  no  long  trail  of  committals,  either  ex- 
press or  implied.  It  is  a  sentiment  of  itself,  and 
for  itself-— a  sentiment  we  inspired,  kindled,  and 
kept  alive,  and  permitted  to  spread  ovtr  the  land, 
until  it  would  be  suicidal  to  our  honor  to  repel  and 
reiect  it.  Is  this  resolution  and  its  eflfects  a  mere 
otter  to  see  the  naked  walls  of  your  Capitol,  and 
view  coldly  and  ceremoniously  the  nation  in  its 
Representatives,  there  congregated?  No,  no!  ver- 
ily, no !  It  is  an  introduction  to  the  nation',  in  all 
her  honor,  her  glory,  and  her  pride.  It  is  an  in- 
troduction of  the  Hungarian  nation  to  the  Ameri- 
can nation  in  her  full  majesty  and  strength.  It  is 
a  free-will  ofiering  of  the  American  nation  in  her 
prosperity,  to  the  Hungarian  nation  in  her  adver- 
sity. 1 1 18  a  compliment  rarely  bestowed ,  but  never 
more  richly  deserved.  It  is  a  relation  we  sought, 
and  cannot,  in  honor,  coldly  repel  and  cast  ofl*. 
How  should  it  be  bestowed  ?  Not  grudgingly  and 
provisionally;  not  with  exclusions  of  conclusions; 
not  timidly  and  fearfuUy;  not  in  a  controversial 
spirit,  grumbling  and  murmuring;  but  as  freemen, 
proud  and  able  to  bestow  upon  one  proud  and  de- 
serving to  receive.  Does  he  come  uninvited  and 
imsought,  seeking  an  introduction,  or  interfering 

*Baltuiori,  Jantittry  3, 1858. 
DsAR  Sir  :  There  are  wome  erron  in  the  report  of  roj 
remarks,  in  your  paper  of  (hit  date,  which  I  ask  the  flsvor 
of  you  to  correct  by  the  publication  of  this  note. 

1  referred  to  the  services  done  by  the  Gnyemraent  of  Tur- 
key to  Kossuth  and  his  associates,  and  in  that  connection 
said :  "  Tbat  in  this  matter  the  Crescent  appeared  to  adapt 
itself  to  the  analogies  of  nature,  and  to  receive  its  light 
from  the  blessed  Sun  of  Righteousness.  **  This  language,  I 
admit,  is  imftrfttii  but  it  conveys  the  meaning.  The  terms 
used  by  yoor  excellent  Reporter,  "The  energies  of  nature,*' 
do  not  bring  about  that  result.  I  should  have  said,  that  in 
this  matter  the  Crescent  appeared  to  be  governed  by  %  rule 
analogous  to  that  prevailing  in  the  natural  world,  and  to 
derive  its  light,  fc.c. 

I  said  that  Mr.  Dismbt  hlmartf  (not  his  worit)  might  be 
considered,  looking  to  his  relations  to  the  Democratic  party, 
as  in  some  measure  an  organ  of  its  views. 

f  did  not  say  tbat  this  gentleman  told  the  House  not  to 
trifle  with  the  people,  f  referred  to  bis  avawaly  of  concur- 
rrace  in  the  views  of  Kossuth,  and  relied  upon  it  as  an  ad- 
ditional reason  why  the  House  should  do  justice  to  that 
exalted  person.  That  if  it  did  not,  there  were  thousands 
of  citisens  whose  sympathies  would  carry  diem  to  the  path 
laid  out  by  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  was  in 
this  course  of  remark  when  tiie  rule  stopped  me. 
Youn,  very  reqractAilIy, 

T.  YATES  WALSH. 
Joan  O.  EiVBa«  Esq. 


with  your  relations,  or  distorbiag  our  repo^. 
No;  his  skill  and  bravery  in  contending  wkl^ 
more  powerful  foe,  and  stiU  more  powerful  ^ 
truder,  for  the  elevation  of  his  country,  attract 
the  eye  and  ear  of  this  nation,  and  his  bUedi;^ 
country  guided  the  nation  *s  ship,  with  the  natio^ 
resolve,  across  the  ocean, to  his  incarceration,  ||^ 
mility,  and  degradation,  and  found  him  shut  q^ 
and  shut  out  from  the  world,  because  kioes  and 
kingdoms  feared  him.  And  what  did  you  do  wit^ 
him?  To  use  his  own  eloquent  sentiment, yo^; 
raised  htm  from  tho  dead,  and  warmed  him  iiu* 
life,  and  permitted  him  to  breathe  the  free  air,  it« 
hale  free  principles,  express  free  ssntiments.  Moi, 
tread  the  free  earth. 

You  have  done  more:  you  have  invited  him  iitt» 
your  palace;* and,  when  he  knocks  at  your  door. 
will  you  refuse  him,  vilify  him,  sjander  him,  tm 
shut  the  door  against  hini?  Who  asks  anew  to ' 
him  in?  At  least  two  thirasofthe  nation.  And 
you  repel  their  earnest  wish  and  desire,  and 
them  off  with  scorn  and  contempt.  I  ask  you 
pause  and  obey  the  exnressed  will  and'  desire 
the  nation,  that  reached  him  in  his  solitude 
safety,  and  the  reiterated  voice  of  the  coun 
and  not  crucify  him  afresh,  in  the  house  of 
friends.  Has  he  feeUngs  ?  If  so,  respect  th 
Has  the  nation  feeling?  If  so,  respect  that, 
be  careful  How  ]rt>u  repel  this  warm,  this 
erous,  and  eloquent  heart,  that  swells  with  the 
of  liberty  and  patriotism,  and  let  loose  the  uiti 
and  crowning  wish  of  his  humble  prayer  i 
over  the  coimtry.  The  importance  or  its 
is  vastly  increased  by  Its  introduction  and 
sion.  Here  we  are,  a  house  arrayed  .„ 
iuelf.  To  one  room  he  i^  invited  and  weico 
and  from  the  other  he  is  shut  out  and  refbsed 
entrance,  and  by  it  is  degraded  in  his  own  eati 
tion,  and  that  of  his  country  and  the  w^ 
What!  have  you  brought  him  here,  and  held 
up  to  the  gaze  of  the  world  to  humble  and  d 
him  anew?  If  you  refuse  him  this  common 
ity  and  turn  him  from  this  Hall,  and  not  r 
him  to  see  the  promised  land,  you  turn  him 
to  the  common  arbiter  of  all  from  principles  _ 
People.  And  (hey  will  ride  with  him  upon  dw 
wings  of  the  wind,  and  spread  his  prayer  to  ' ' 
four  corners  of  the>arth.  Do  you  not  loose 
reins  every  hour  you  withhold  your  assent, 
give  impetus  to  the  car?  Soon  you  cannot  ch; 
nor  guide  it.  Retract — yield  to  the  voice  of 
nation,  once  and  again  expressed.  Yield  to 
voice  of  your  honor  knocking  at  your  door.  M^ 
friend  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stipheks]  seems  tS 
stand  upon  technicalities,  with  great  tenacity, 
But  4oes  not  that  gentleman  know  that  the  inter- 
pretation of  these  rules  is  a  matter  which  the 
House  must  determine  for  itself? 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  for  a  moment  ?  When  the  n^ca 
of  the  House  have  been  adopted,  they  are  the  law 
of  the  House,  and  can  only  oe  altered  or  changed 
through  the  regular  mode. 

Mr.  NEWTON.    So  I  understand. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Very  well;  that  cannot  be 
done  without  giving  one  day's  notice. 

Mr.  NEWTON^  True.  But  the  arf^Ucation 
of  this  rule  to  the  subject  under  consideration,  is 
a  matter  of  opinion  for  the  House  to  determine. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  following,  vir: 

In  the  fame  maimer  as  Oeneml  LaAyecis  wae  intro- 
duced to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  C.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  kept  my  eeat 
here  for  two  days  in  silence,  while  this  interesting 
topic  has  been  under  discussion.  I  have  been 
moved  with  no  ambition  to  break  that  stlenee;  but, 
sir,  the  door  has  been  open  wide,  and  every  gen- 
tleman who  chose  to  express  his  sentiments  upon 
this  subject  has  had  an  opportunity.  I  tsJce  thia 
occasion  to  say,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  here,  have> 
within  a  few  years,  emerg^  from  the  same  condi- 
tion of  depression  and  wretchedness  which  attenda 
the  people  of  Hungary,  who  are  now  the  focus 
of  all  the  world;  and  tnat  condition  dnws  upon 
them  not  only  the  observation,  but  the  solicitude 
and  sympathy  of  the  world.  But,  sir,  were  I  to 
keep  utter  silence,  those  whom  I  represent,  a( 
least  that  portion  of  my  constituents  to  whom  i 
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miffht  think  I  was  recreant  to  the 
lieY  bold  dear*    They  might  suppose 
ineir  sentiments  and  feelings  with 
I  am  moved,  thereforerto  utter  a 
ients  upon  this  resolution,  and  I  regret 
the  question  has  taken  somewhat  of  a 
character.    Now,  sir,  I  think  this 
'of  things  is  to  -be  deprecated.    I  come 
[latitude  of  43D  30*,  and  had  I  sufficient 
\tkd  influence  here  to  make  myself  apeace- 
[lihould  hof>e  that  the  httl€  1  may  have  to 
not  be  without  influence,  and  that  the 
itiments  I.  express  would  not  fall  to  the 
ithout  any  ^ect  whatever. 
iY  to  my  brethren  from  the  South,  that 
have  no  fear  of  me.    There  are  circles 
limited,  it  is  true,  in  which  I  am  regarded 
idy  a  Southern  man;  and  if  this  be  suffi- 
igmrd  me  a  constitutional  man,  I  glory  in 
kte  put  upon  me  where  I  live.    But,  Mr. 
I,  to  return  to  the  resolution  itself:  it  seems 
those  gentlemen  who  have  opposed  this 
have  opposed  it  without  cause.    I  speak 
t  respect  of  thosp  who  have  opposea  the 
^il    I  refer  to  the  gentleinan  from  Geur- 
h.  STKPtuMf  ,1  from  Kentucky,  [Mr^  Mar- 
and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
rAVLT;]  and  I  can  say  most  heartily  that 
that  should  faR  from  the  lips  of  those 
would  be  entitled  to  great  consideration 
But,  Mrl  Chairman,  are  not  their  con- 
badly  drawn  from  the  proposition  ?    They 
•appose  that  if  this  proposition  passes  it 
«ement  of  the  doctnnes  which  have  been 
[y  and  pointedly  set  forth  by  the  distin- 
Hungarian. 

"^bairman,  I  think  these  conclusions  are 
itad.  It  has  oilen  been  said  that  the  only 
of  this  resolution  is  a  mere  compliment  to 
"  hero  of  Hungary. 

Chairman's  hammer  fell.] 

^LARK.    I  must  say  I  am  taken  by  sur- 
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T.T.      I  had  no  desire  to  take  up  the  time 

.mmittee  by  remarks  upon*  this  subject; 

baB  become  fashionable  tor  every  member 

Oifier  or  oppose  some  amendment,  for  the 

of  submittmg  his  views  upon  the  matter 

I  rise  to  protest,  to  some  extent,  against 

to  be  given  as  the  opinion  and 

of  the  free  and  independent  citizens  of 

one  of  my  collea^es.    1  refer,  Mr. 

to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dis- 

spoke  on  a  former  day,  under  the  half 

When  he  was  inquired  of  to  know 

p  may  ep  with  propriety,  as  a  nation, 

■fciect  of  intervention,  he  was  not,  if  I 

^Im,  free  to  say  that  he  was  in  favor 

J  which  we  have  recognized  since  our 

CDstence — thai  policy  of  non-interven- 

Bm«»ded  to  us  by  the  Father  of  our  coun- 

practised  by  aO  the  Presidents  of  this 

from  that  day  to  this. 

rectness  of  the  policy  of  non-intervention 

governments  of  Europe,  is  unbodied  deep 

18  and  affections  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 

e,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  one  or  the  repre- 

ixom  that  State  to  say,  that  the  people 

have  no  desire  to  change  that  policy. 

e  I  am  free  to  declare  their  true  adherence 

and  present  wise  policy  of  our  Qov- 

y  on  the  subject  of  forei^^n  intervention, 

believe  that  the  people  of  Ohio,  or  of  any 

kble  proportion  of  our  common  country, 

tbeactionof  this  House,  to  proclaim  to 

u  of  the  world,  that  they  may  exercise 

role  of  tyranny  against  those  who  are 

^  to  be  free  as  we  are,  and  there  shall  be 

to  interfere  or  succor  the  oppressed.    I 

,  and  would  have  oflerea,  nad  it  been 

onder  this  proposition,  an  amendment  to 

resolution,  providine;  that  nothing  in 

resolution  should  be  considered  as 

this  Government  in  fovor  of,  or  against 

intervention.    That  is  the  ground  upon 

should  stand. 

mT  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
in  bis  ingenious  manner,  refer  to  other 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  connected  with 
'  itioo  or  debate.    Does  he  suppose  his 
n  the  South  can  be  driven  froip  their 
of  Uns  measure  by  such  a  course  ?    I  ask 
1  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanlt] 
to  drive  these  men  from  the  support 


of  this  resolution  by  the  shallow  pretext  of  its  re- 
ceivioff  support  from  some  of  tne  Abolitionists? 
If  he  does  I  think  he  is  mistaken. 

The  compromise  measures  of  last  session  have 
also  been  referred  to.  Sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  disturb 
those  measures,  now  that  they  have  been  adopted; 
not  because  I  approve  of  all  the  principles  embraced 
in  those  measures — ^for  some  I  do  not  approve — but 
because  they  were  passed  and  adopted  as  a  com- 
promise; and  1  assure  my  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Stanlt]  I  intend  for  one  to  live  up  to 
the  spirit  of  those  measures;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  pledge  him  and  bis  associates  further,  being  one 
or  the  representatives  of  a  free  SUUe  with  a  free 
constitution,  that  I  will  not  permit  the  enemies  of 
the  abolition  cause,  here  or  elsewhere,  (because  the 
name  may  be  obnoxious  to  scMne,)  to  connect  that 
with  this  matter,  to  interfere  with  or  prevent  my 
expression  of  sympathy/or  the  oppressed  and  the 
great  principles  of  human  freedom,  of  which  Louis 
Kossuth  in  the  Old  World  has  been  the  exponent, 
and  the  man  whom  we  have  welcomed  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  nation,  and  assented  to  by  their  appro- 
CMtion  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message.  The  voice  of  this  nation  has 
spoken.  You  have  invited  Kossuth  to  your  doors. 
Will  you  invite  a  guest  to  your  table,  and  not  set 
him  a  chair  ?  Is  that  the  courtesy  we  are  to  extend 
to  him?    I  hope  not. 

[Here  the  Chairman  *ft  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Clark*] 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Chair- 
man I  offer  the  following  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, viz: 

Tbit  io  tbe  opinion  of  tbii  Bowe  the  armed  intervention 
of  on<!  Power  in  the  sffairs  of  another,  it  a  violation  of  the 
public  law  of  Uie  world,  and  a  war  upon  the  rights  of  na^ 
tiona. 

Mr.  F.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  forborne  hereto- 
fore from  taking  an^  part  in  this  discussion,  with 
the  hope  that  the  majority  of  this  House  would  suc- 
ceed in  securing  that  final  action  upon  the  original 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  pVIr. 
Carttbji,]^ which  appeared  to  meet  with  the  wishes 
and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  this  body;  but, 
sir,  as  that  seems  to  be  impossible,  and  as  the  op- 
portunity is  now  afforded  for  all  to  express  their 
opinions  and  views  upon  this  question,  I  avail . 
myself*  of  it. 

1  was  surprised  that  there  should  be  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  propriety  6f 
that  resolution.  It  seemed  to  me,  that  it  should 
have  met  at  once  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
every  member  of  this  House;  that  it  was  but  the 
natural  consequence  of  what  we  had  already  done; 
that  it  was  simply,  as  has  already  been  stated,  an 
act  of  courtesy,  merely  decent  behavior,  upon 
our  part,  in  consideration  of  what  had  previously 
been  done.  Why,  sir,  who  intervened  to  prevent 
the  surrender  of  this  illustrious  stranger  to  the 

Eower  of  Austria?  Who  intervened  to  secure  bis 
beration  ?  Who  brought  him  here  ?  Upon  whose 
invitation  is  he  here?-  And  now  that  he  is  knock- 
ing at  our  doors,  shall  we  throw  them  open,  or 
close  them  in  his  face  ?  It  is,  to  be  sure,  sir,  an 
expression  of  opinion  in  favor  of  the  Hungarian 
revolution.    I  regard  it  m  such. 

It  has  been  well  said,  by  one  of  the  fnost  gifted 
orators  of  this  country,  **  that,  although  the 
<  whirivrind  has  its  power,  and  the  lightning  its 

*  power,  and  the  earthquake  its  power,  vet  public 

*  opinion  is  stronger  and  mightier  than  tnem  all." 
'  And  it  is  to  a  very  great  extent  thepublic  opinion  of 

this  country  in  l>ehalf  of  free  institutions  and  pop- 
ular rights,  which  is  now  operating,  and  shaping, 
and  moulding  public  opinion  abroad.  That  the 
uprising  will  come  which  is  now  predicted,  I  ver- 
ily believe;  And  that  Italv  and. Germany,  Poland 
and  Hun^^ary,  and  even  Ireland,  will  yet  success- 
fully maintain  their  independence,  I  fervently 
hope — ^for,  although  the  head  of  Emmet  has  rolled 
from  the  block;  although  O'Brien,  and  Mitchell, 
and  O 'Meagher,  have  been  doomed  to  transporta- 
tion, yet  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  still  there,  and  as 
long  as  there  remains  a  heart  to  throb,  or  a  hand 
to  strike,  there  la  hope  for  their  deliverance. 

The  spirit  of  liberty  has  been  well  compared  to 
volcanic  fires,  which  cannot  be  quenched,  and 
which,  though  mountains  may  press  it  down,  and 
oceans  overwhelm  it,  will  sooner  or  later  burst 
forth  and  flame  up  to  heaven.    I  trust  the  time 
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will  come  quickly  when  aU  these  oppressed  na- 
tions may  successfully  waee  war  upon  their  op- 
pressors, and  when  the  chains  which  have  been 
forged  for  them  will  be  burst  asunder,  and  break 
the  heads  ofnheir  oppre^rs — when  men  witl  be 
free  to  act  as  Qod  has  made'them  free  to  think.  I 
believe  that  time  is  coming;  but  whether  it  be  the 
policy  for  this  country  now,  forcibly  to  interfere, 
IS  a  very  grave  proposition,  and  one  which  I  very 
much  question. 

At  home,  on  our  own  soil,  in  our  own  defence, 
we  can  resist  the  world.  The  experiment  of  a 
foreign  war,  on  a  foreign  soil,  requires  sober  con- 
sideration. Our  mission  is  one  of  ;)eaee— our  set- 
tled policy  has  been  **  friendly  relations  with  all, 
entangling  alliances  with  none."  It  is  true,  we 
live  in  an  extraordinary  age.  Ancient  usages  and 
established  policy  are  yielding  to  the  force  of  new- 
opinions.  Our  position,  too,  is  marked  and  pecu- 
liar. We  are  the  free  State  amons  the  nations. 
Our  history,  mixed  population,  and  commercial 
relations  make  us  interested  observerp  of  what  is 
transpiring  in  Europe;  and  while  we  are  watching 
the  effect  of  our  opinions  and  our  example  upon 
the  continental  Powers,  is  it  not  proper  for  us  to 
declare  ourselves  in  favor  of  popular  rights  and 
con9titutional  liberty  ?  It  becomes  us  as  a  nation 
'to  assert  that  we  are  in  favor  of  our  own  instUv^ 
tionst  and  that  we  recognize  the  right  of  every 
people  to  frame  and  adopt  their  own  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  we  regard  any  foreign  interfer- 
ence as  an  infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  at 
war  with  the  rights  of  humanity. 

Mr.  MANr<r  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
utter  any  warm  or  passionate  words.  I  wish  only 
to  bring  the  committee  to  a  calnn  consideration  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  have  placed  our- 
selves. The  relation  in  which  we  stand- to  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth,  was  not  sought  by  himself  but  by 
us.  Thip  Government  took  the  initiative.  The 
Secretary  of  State,  by  command  of  the  President, 
first  addressed  a  communication  to  our  Minister  at 
Constantinople,  in  behalf  of  this  fugitive  from 
Austrian  oppression.  This  step  was  followed  by 
the  action  of  the  Government,  tendering  the  ser- 
vices of  a  national  vessel  to  bring  him  to  our 
shores.  He  accepted  the  offer,  placed  himself 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  fiag,  and 
from  that  time  was  the  nation's  guest.  The  Pres- 
ident, in  his  l^t  annual  message,  referred  to  the 
.subject  anew,  spoke  complacently  of  what  had 
been  done,  and  commended  the  subject  of  further 
demonstrations  in  behalf  df  this  vicumfiying  from 
oppression,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  In 
both  Houses,  Congress  acted  promptly  upon  the 
subject.  A  joint  resolution  was  passed,  extend- 
ing to  him  a  *'  welcome," — a  sincere  one,  as  was 
believed, — and  this  resolution  was  sierned  by  the 
President,  and  officially  communicated  to  Gover- 
nor Kossuth.  He  accepted  our  salutation,  and,  as 
in  duty  bound,  has  come  here  to  make  fitting  ac- 
knowledgments. And  here  we  all  know  he  is. 
He  waits  only  to  have  the  etiquette  of  his  intro- 
duttion  arranged.  The  President  has  received 
him.  The  Senate  has  fixed  upon  the  day  for  a 
formal  reception.  But  the  House  demurs.  While 
he  stands  at  our  door,  we  compel  him  to  overhear 
a  wranffle  within  the  House,  whether  he  shall  be 
received  in  pursuance  of  the  invitation  given,  or 
driven  rudely  away. 

And  why  this  revocation  of  our  "  welcome," 
and  this  breach  of  decorum  ?  So  far  as  I  'have 
heard,  for  no  reason  except  that  he  is  understood 
to  entertain  some  notions  in  regard  to  a  breach 
of  the  *Maw  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God"  re- 
specting the  intervention  of  one  nation  in  the 
affairs  of  another  to  put  down  its  liberties.  He 
says  that  when  a  people  has  broken  loose  from 
the  oppressor,  a  third  party  ought  not  to  come  in 
and  bind  the  chains  anew.  But  in  the  first  place, 
is  this  sentiment  so  flagitious  that  we  cannot  bear 
to  hear  it?  and,  in  the  second  place,  where  has  it 
been  uttered  ?  He  has  advanced  it  only  in  circles 
of  his  friends  where  he  has  been  invited  to  speak. 
He  has,  as  yet,  made  no  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  act  upon  this  princi- 
ple. When  he  makes  such  a  request  of  us,  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  refuse  him.  Nay,  I  go  further, 
and  say,  if  we  fear  that  he  will  make  such  a  re- 
qflest  of  the  responsible  head  of  this  Grovemment, 
and  we  are  unwilling  to  trust  that  head  to  answer 
it,  let  us  instruct  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions to  brin^  in  a  resolution  defining  or  denying 
the  duty  of  mis  Government  to  interpose  against 
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the  tyrant  and  in  behalf  of  the  tyrannized:  That 
i«  the  only  legitimate  method  of  treating  the  case. 
All  else  seems  preniature,  irrelevant  and  insulting. 
Nothing  can  be  more  grateful  to  hid  Enemies  and 
the  enemies  of  liberty  in  Europe,  than  to  see  him 
reboffed  by  the  American  House  of  Representa- 
tives. After  having  first  invited  this  distinguished 
exile  to  come  to  us  from  abroad,  and  then  wel- 
comed him  when  he  landed  upon  our  shores,  I 
hold  tliat'it  would  be  disreputable  to  ourselves, 
and  wounding  to  the  spirit  orfreedom  everywhere, 
now  to  refuse  to  take  him  by  the  hand  and  give 
him  free  access  to  our  House.  I  trurit  the  coun- 
try will  analyze  the  votes,  and  place  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  opposition  where  it^elongs. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ofi^red  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Fuller]  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr-  TAYLOR  offered  the  following  Amendment 
to  the  amendment: 

No  change  it  contemplnted  In  otir  unifbrm  course  of 
policy,  in  conducting  our  fbreifn  relatioim. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
wish  to  know,  having  no  special  knowledg^e  of  the 
o|ieration  of  the  rules  of  this  House,  whether  a 
principle  can  be  ingrafted  upon  a  simple  rraolution 
of  courtesy  ?  The  resolution  of  the  gentlem&n  from 
Ohio,  if  r  understand  it,  was  to  appoint  a  coiil- 
mittee  to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth,  and  invite  him 
upon  this  floor.  Can  gentlemen  offer  amendments 
involving  the  great  principle  of  intervention  or 
non-intervention,  upon  the  part  of  this  Republic? 
I  want  to  know  the  legitimacy  of  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee cannot  argue  the  point. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  will  not  argue  it;  I  merely  sug- 
gest a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
n^see  [Mr.  Polk]  makes  a  point  of  order  upon 
the  amend/nent  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Taylor]  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cuurchwell.]  The  original 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  is  one  pi'oposing  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  introduce  Louis  Kossuth  mto  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  eentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Taylor] 
proposes  to  declare  what  we  intend  by  that  invi- 
tation. It  is  considered  by  the  Chair,  that  the 
amendment  is  in  order,  as  it  is  a  further  declara- 
tion or  explanation  of  what  the  House  intends  to 
do  of  not  to  do,  and  the  Chair  believes  it  to  be  per- 
tinent, and  therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  POLK,  i  wished  to  submit  my  caise,  so 
that  I  miffht  make  an  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  POLK.     I  do  appeal. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  ask  A  single 
question — if  after  you  send  a  matter  to  a  com- 
mittee, the  only  way  in  which  you  can  attach  any- 
thing; to  it  is  not  by  mstnictions  to  that  committee? 

Mr.  POLK.     Is  the  appeal  debatable  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  appeal  is  debatable 
within  the  five-minute  rule. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  do  not  desire  to  occupy  five 
minutes;  but  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  question:  If  members  are  permit- 
ted upon  this  floor  to  offer  amendments  and  dis- 
cuss tnem  for  five  minutes,  when  are  we  to  termi- 
nate? It  win  be  interminable.  Then,  sir,  if  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  is  sustained,  I  can  offer  an 
amendment  to  make  temperance — as  my  friend 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richarbdon,j  a  few  days  ago, 
did — to  make  temperance  the  ruhng  ordey  and  con- 
trol of  this  House.  [Laughter.]  I  can  go  fur- 
ther: I  can  introduce  an  amendment  declaring 
that  this  Government  will  not  longer  entertain  dip- 
lomatic intercourse  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 
1  can  go  further:  1  caii  declare  upon  an  amend- 
ment to  this  resolution,  that  we  will  cease  diplo- 
matic intercourse  with  every  Government  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe.  Is  that  legitimate  ?  Sir, 
can  I  go  to  that  extent?  Can  I  declare  up6n  this 
resolution  that  we  will  maintain  relations  of  fHend- 
ship  and  amity  and  of  commercial  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain  ?  No,  sir;  you  will  say.  But 
if  I  cannot  do  so,  can  you  decide  that  the  declarac 
tion  of  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  Europe  can 
be  considered  here  under  the  head  of  a  proposi- 
tion merely  inviting  a  distinguished  foreigner  to 
take  a  position  upon  this  floor.  Why,  sir,  if  you 
give  ntr  tneb  a  liberty,  if  you  give  me  ancK  it 


privilege,  I  can  bring  to  your  attention  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Prometheus,  the  Thrasher  case,  and 
introduce  upon  thisplatform  the  case  of  the  poor 
Cuban  invaders.  Where  is  it  to  stop?  Wnen- 
ever  the  chairman  of  this  committee  will  mark 
out  the  boundary,  and  fix  a  place  to  stop,  I  am 
willing  to  obey  his  mandates.  But  when  he  con- 
fines himself  t4)  this  case,  and  admits  propositions 
directly  reflecting  upon  our  foreign  intercourse,  I 
must  claim  the  privuege  of  throwmg  myself  upon 
the  House  to  be  sustamed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  state 
that,  upon  reflection  and  examination  of  the  rules, 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  tliat  the  appeal  is  de- 
batable, was  not  correct. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  take  back  niy  five  minutes,  then. 
[Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  read  the  136th  rule  in  sup- 
port of  his  decision.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
pending  amendment  is  in  order,  and  the  gentleman 
ffom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  appeals  from  that  de- 
cision. The  question  how  is.  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee? 

Tellers  were  demanded  upon  the  question  and 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  and 
Hunter  were  appointed. 

The  question-  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  88,  noes  35. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

•Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  would  not  consume  the 
time  of  the  committee  even  for  five  minutes,  if  it 
were  not  that  I  hear  it  oonstantly  asserted  upon 
this  floor  that  the  illustrious  Hungarian  exile, 
now  within  the  city  of  Washington,  is  "the  guest 
of  the  nation."  He  has  been  received  formally 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  courteous- 
ly, hospitably,  frankly,  and  in  a  manner  becoming 
this  great  nation  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our 
country.  He  is  still  remaining  with  us,  receiving 
the  attentions  and  polite  hospitalities  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city,  ana  of  many  of  our  most  distin- 
guished citizens.  But,  sir,  I  dissent  from  some 
fentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who  insist  that  Louis 
[ossuth  is  **  the  guest  of  our  nation."  How  is 
he  the  guest  of  the  nation  ?  What  fiteps  have  we 
taken  to  bring  him  to  this  country,  and  how  does 
he  come  here?  Are  all  who  emigraU  to  our  coun- 
try the  guests  of  the  nation?  The  messages  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  noade  to  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session,  which  1  have  before 
me,  present  a  list  of  papers  embracing  a  corre- 
spondence between  the  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  our  Foreign  Minister  at  Con- 
stantinople, a  letter  from  Kossuth  himself,  and 
one  from  Mr.  Brown,  our  draeoman  at  Constan- 
tinople, the  whole  tenor  of  which  goes  to  show 
that  theee  Hungarians  desired  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States.  That  after  the  Sublime  Porte"*  re- 
ceived four  thousand  Hungarian  exiles  in  his 
Empire,  and  defied  thepower  of  Russia  and  Aus- 
tEia  to  take  them  out  of  it  by  force,  that  he  saved 
their  lives  by  his  power,  and  maintained  them  by 
his  hospitality  and  liberality.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  had  their  reelings  of  sympathy 
aroused  in  their  behalf.  And  the  correspondence 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
our  Minister«t  Constantinople,  and  the  Turkish 
authorities,  shows,  that  while  the  Stiltan  of  thie 
Ottoman  Empire  was  willing  to  pay  their  ex-' 
penses  to  get  them  out  of  his  country,  and  send 
them,  or  some  of  the  chief  personages  amongst 
them,  to  England,  they  had  not  the  means  where- 
with to  come  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  they  desired  to  come.  What  did .  we  do,  sir, 
under  this  state  of  things,  having  had  their  wishes 
ofiUcially  announced  to  us?  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  3d  of  March,  ISSl,  passed  a 
joint  resolution,  which  I  have  before  me,  and 
which,  it  appears,  gentlemen  of  this  House  forset 
or  greatly  misunderstand.  In  order  that  uie 
country  may  understand  it,  and  that  I  may  stand 
justified  before  my  constituency,  I  will  read  the 
resolution: 

"  Whereas  the  people  of  the  United  Btatet  siBcerely 
>  tynipathixe  with  tiie  HnngarUui  ezilefl,  Koasuih  and  hit 
araociates,  and  fully  appreciate  the  rosfnanimoufl  conduct 
of  the  Turkish  Government  in  recelvlnff  and  treating  tiiese 
nohle  exiles  with  kindneM  and  hospitality :  and  trhereaa  it 
ii  the  wi«h  of  theae  exiles  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  will  of  tho  Sultan  to  permit  them  to  leave  his  do- 
minions: Themibref 

<< Aetofved  by  the  Senate  and  House  6f  HejiresentatireM  of 
the  United  Stette*  of  America  in  Congreee   oiMembM, 
That  the  Preiideiit  of  the  Uailad  States  he,  and  hereby  is, 
roqussted  lo  aathoriM  the  tiniiloyaMat  of  somo  one  of  the 


public  vessels  which  may  be  now  cmiilng  in  ttie  Mediterw 
raiiean  to  receive  and  cbnvey  to  the  United  States  the  saJ^ 
Louis  Kossuth  and  his  associates  in  captivity.'* 

We  gave  thera  a  passase  in  one  of  our  foreign 
vessels  as  earKftf— as  men  demih^  to  eiUigrate  lo  !*€«• 
country  for  a  secure  asylum  and  a  home.'  And  that 
secure  asyhim  and  protection  they  would  recchrej 
the  whole  power  of  the  Government  against  thm 
nations  of  tlie  Old  World  wouM  be  exerted  to  ••* 
cure  it  to  them,  now  that  tHfey  are  amongst  ns.  IT 
they  choose  to  remain  with  us  and  become  adopieil 
citizens  of  this  country.    Now,  I  say  we  have  not 
made  Louis  Kossuth,  b}r  this  proceeding,  **llie 
ffuest  of  the  nation. "    We  have  wekomed Mm  anl 
his  associates.    We  have  i^elcomed  him,  fortnaUy, 
to  the  capital  and  to  the  country.    I  ask,  doee  tlwt 
imply  that  we  should  |o  further,  and  place  hint 
ifpon  the  footing  of  Laniyette?— the  immortal Xfr 
fayette,  who  struggled  Mid  fought  for  us  dtirJM 
OUT  seven  years'  revolution,  and  aided  m  bj  hit 
fortune,  the  risk  of  his  life  and  sac^^l  honor,  to 
secure  our  own  independence?    I  say  that  he  cstn- 
not  be  jidaced  upon  the  ^me  footing,  and  does  not 
deserve  to  be  received  in  the  same  way.    Yet  I 
would  extend  to  him  every  sympathy  and  khi4> 
ness  suitable  to  his  late  emment  position  in  Hol^ 

fary  and  his  present  situation,  and  do  all  that  it- 
ecoming  in  me  to  do  towarde  him  and  his  flissoci- 
ates,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  AmerioL 
I  now  wish  to  allude  one  moment  to  the  conn* 
of  my  colleague  from  the  Ashtabula  district,  [Mr, 
GhDDiNGS,]  who,  during  the  debate  in  the  last  ««•- 
sion  of  the  committee,  read  at  the  Clerk's  t^blt 
certain  resolutions  which  he  alleged  had  been  voiei 
for  by  myself. 

In  the  debate  on  Wednesday  last,  my  colleitttiv, 
[Mr.jQiDbmos,]  to  show  wlmt  he  considered  niy 
mconsistency,  charged  me  with  voUng  for  a  cei^tom 
resolution  of  a  direct  character,  interfering  ao^ 
proclaiming  our  sympathies  with  a  foreign  and 
European  nation  m  the  cause  of  fVeedom;  «od 
caused  certain  resotutibns  of  Mr.  Cummins,  ofiend 
in  this  House  on  the  3dd  March,  1848,  relsltnr 
to  the  state  of  effairs  then  existihgin  France  mi 
Italy,  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk.  T^y  were  tmi 
as  follows:    • 

"  Reiohei.  That  It  becomes  the  people  of  ihe  IToilie^ 
States  to  rejoice  that  the  sentiment  of  tetf-goremmen*  ts 
commfending  itself  to  the  fkvorable  consideration  and  aflBp» 
tion  of  the  iateUigeat  and  tfainkhii  me^of  all  iocefii^tiit 
nations. 

"Resolvtdf  That  the  only  legitimate  source  of  pc^iical 
power  is  the  win  of  the  people,  and  the  only  rightful  end  at 
Its  exercise  their  go6d. 

<*  Reaotoedt  That  we  siacerttly  hope  that  dowatrotfdea 
humanity  may  succeed  ia  breaking  down  eil  jbrma  of  tfi%|»-> 
ny  and  oppression^  and  in  the  evtaUishment  of  fre*  mauA 
national  governments  ibr  tlie  good  of  the  tovented, 
for  the  afgnndisemeBt  of  those  who  govern. 

"  jR«tof9ed,  That  We  lender  our  warmestsyinpathieej 
people  ot  France  and  Italy  in  their  present  struggle 
form,  and  sincerely  hope  they  may  succeed  in  estab 
free  and  constitutional  govemtienti,  emanstlag  fiMS'l 
based  upon  the  will  of  the  governed,  suited  to  their  wi 
and  condition,  aaid  such  as  win  secure  to  them  Hbertj  < 
safety. 

«  Re$olvedj  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  and  hopes  of 
success  to  CVM7  people  who  are  scektng  to  estahltsli  Aw 
themselves  tret  and  natronaL  governments,  ami  that  wha*.- 
ever  of  blood  and  treasure  may  be  shed  or  spent  in  a  uttttg- 
glc  of  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressor,  is  to  be  ghaned 
to  the  unjust  resistance  of  the  oppressor,  wno  strives  to  hoM 
and  exercise  the  rigkit  of  the  people,  tuwrped  agnlnat  their 
will,  and  exercisedf  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  and  th*<»b- 
pression  Of  the  manyj  and  not  to  the  people,  who  seek  ooly 
to  re^in  and  exercise  their  natural  rights  in  such  manner 
^  as  will  best  secure  and  promote  their  own  happinearaBd 
safety.'* 

I  was  charged  with  voting  for  them,  and  with 
inconsistency;  and  the  gentleman  refus^  to  say 
who  offered  the  resolutions,  or  give  me  any  in- 
formation about  them.  He  did  not  even  say  who 
offered  them.  But  how  does  it  appear  by  the  rec- 
ord ?  See  the  Confiressional  Glche,  pa^e  5S),  vol. 
18.  These  resolutions  were  objectea  to,  at  the 
time  they  were  offered,  and  they  were  not  received. 
No  direct  vole  was  afterwards  taken  upon  them. 
Nor  did  I  vote  for  them.  The  Congremonat  Globs 
was  before  the  gentleman,  and  he  saw  and  well 
knew  that  I  had  not  voted  for  or  against  those 
resolutions,  because  no  vote  wae  taken  upon  them, 
except  to  suspend  the  rules  to  introduce  them.  I 
therefore  must  believe  that  it  was  the  desij^  of 
the  gentleman  to  misrepresent  me — knowingly, 
willmlly,  and  maliciously — by  a  false  allegation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the  five  minutes  having 
expired.] 

Mr.  Taylor  intended  to  continue  his  remarks, 
by  observing: 

To  show  this,  it  i^  only  necsMary  to  look  ai  the 
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of  the  proceedings  of  Wednesday  last,  in 

'    of  this  morning.  The  gentleman  is  there 

as  havine  read  by  the  Clerk  the  fol- 

kmfm%  pesokiUons:    (See  Congresno»ai  GU^t  of 

WG^  vol.  18,  page  592:) 

Tbai  in  die  name  «od  belialf  of  the  American 

the  cbngratttlatioDtf  of  Coof  reas  are  Uereby  tendered 

people  of  France,  apon  the  iiUGceas  of  their  recent 

to  cootoliikate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a  repnblt- 

of  fOTernmenta 

U  ft  fmHUr  f  <olcerf.  That  the  President  of  the 
Stttes  'ae,  and  be  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit 
fesolMion  to  the  American  Minister  at  Paris,  with  in- 
to pffeaeM  it  to  the  French  Oore^ment." 

Kow^sir,  my  colleague  [Mr.  GiDDorGs]  did  not 
these  last  resolutions  to  be  read  at  all.    But 

^ iw  what  he  calie^  nav  inconsistency,  he  had 

2^  fesolucions  of  Mr.  CJummins  read,  and  not 
fkfls  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  sent  us  for  con- 
in  rdation  to  the  then  recently-estab- 
RepuUic  of  France. 

•e  resolutions  of  the  Senate  passed  this 

on  the  10th  of  April,  1848,  by  a  vote  of  174 

to  4^  nays.     I  voted  in  the  aMrraative  for  the 

's  resolutions.   Nor  do  I  act  inconsistently, 

'■PPp*^  the  resolution  offered  by  my  colleague, 

[r.  Casttbk.1    I  re^et  that  my  colleague  [Mr. 

s]  ahouid  find  it  necesstuy  to  say,  in  ref- 

to  myself— 

.«  Sm  my  eoUfsgite  ferfotten  f  Sir,  it  becomes politicUns 
remeoMdes.  If  fbr  nothing  else,  they  should  know 
so  do."  ' 


t 


JtBtf  I  would  say  to  him,  that  it  is  equally  neoes- 

jJbr  politicians  to  have  honesty,  and  to  speak 

ilnit}i.    And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  ask 

and  honorable  ^^entlemen  on  this  floor,  with 

or  propriety  he  dares  thus  indirectly 

me,  by  charging  me,  in  this  House, 

,  voting  for  resolutions  when  I  did  not  vote  for 

aad  holding  me  up  to  the  HoWise  and  to  the 

a4  acting  inconsistently.] 

_       JOWNE.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  here,  sir, 

'^mhwead  of  Kossuth  and*  of  Hungary,  and  as 

.«^  bAS  voted  with  the  majority  throughout 

I,  tb  ask  of  that  majority  a  simple  act 

We  find  that  the  minority  in  this 

wiE  aot  rest  satisfied  with  the  resolution 

consideration  as  it  now  stands,  inas- 

iti^ficaus  to  th^m  to  contain  something 

f^jlioee.    Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  any  ap- 

jihis  resolution  would  seem  to  imply  a 

Louis  Kossuth.    Permit  me  to  sug- 

have  high  authority  for  differin|^ 

proposition.    We  find  that  the  Presi- 

United  States,  in  the  very  act  of  weU 

'm  Kossuth  in  person  to  these  shores, 

m  to  say  clearly  aiid  distinctly,  and 

courteously  and  properly,  that  this 

could  not  indorse  the  doctrines  of  its 

guest,  as  regards  the  propriety  of  an 

on  our  part  between  the  Powers  of 

Uoder  such  circumstances  we  find  the 

unwilling  to  vote  for  a  resolution 

to  cover  a  cloven  foot.    Now,  as  a 

^_.    10  tkifl  measure,  I  call  upon  the  majority, 

^A«|p0eiaHy  upon  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 

jQgKtWfM,}  who  ofiTered  this  resolution,  to  come' 

^ipmi.vid  explain  to  this  committee  whether  or 

jp|.dn*e  is-  anything  behind  tbe-proposition  noV 

ipAr  MMderation  which  does  not  appear  upon 

Siiat*    I  consider  that  this  is  due  to  the  minor- 

fi|f»«id  lh«i  if  the  majority  do  not  do  it  they  are 

Jtiy»ii>iliUi  tor  giving  what  is  here  been  called  an 

JinlltoB^oOToth. 

H  bus  bsen  said  that  by  protracting  this  debate, 
W$  i— nit  him  Whio  are  responsible  for  this,  I 
4Mm  lA  know?  a  majority,  a  majority  who  can 
flKd  ^o^  ^  generous,  for  they  represent  a  generous 
JW><il'i<.  or  a  minority  struggling  to  avoid  being 
_liiMiiH»rrtnntsrf  ■  minority,  permit  me4o  add,  in 
'ji^braif*^te  as  honestly  devoted  to  Kos^iuth 
'  him  ctamt  BB  the  majority  here  present  ?  And 
■Ty  1  ask  again,  if  the  gentlemen  with  whom 


IkMF*  iMea  voting  here  do  not  desire  to  do  wrong — 
iftlMT  do  not  wish  to  invplve  Xiouis  Kossuth  in 
f '■■■jf  wkh  the  (Mople  of  this  country,  how  can 
Aif  «%pci  to  comig  out  and  satisfying  the  mi- 
Mffw  flft  Mm  he•4^   I  admire  the  man  Kossuth 
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and  his  cause;  and  I  am  willing  to  congratulate  him 
and  to  ask  him  here,  where  he  mc^y  learn  and 
know  what  are  true  republican  views.  And  there- 
fore I  trust  that  this  captious  argument  may  be  no 
longer  continued — that  it  may  come  to  an  end^-and 
that  the  majority,  with  whom  1  am  identified,  will 
show  a  disposition  to  abandon  their  captiousness, 
and  show  that,  in  their  desire  to  compliment  the 
living  imbodimeut  of  a  just  principle,  they  have 
no  selfishness,  but  are  willing  to  throw  open  their 
doors  to  all  who  may  wish  to  join  them.  And, 
sir,  fuKhermore,  I  will  say  that  unless  this  major- 
ity will  consent  to  tliis  measure  which  I  now  pro- 
prose,  I,  for  one,  distrusting  th^ir  ungenerousness, 
will  be  constrained  to  refuse  a^ain  to  accord  to 
them  my  humble  vote.  And,  in  doing  this,  I  trust 
and  beueve  that  my  motives,  as  a  true  friend  of 
Hungary,  of  Kossuth,  and  of  liberty  the  world 
over,  will  be  fully  appreciated  here,  as  I  know 
they  will  be  by  those  whom  1  represent  here,  whose 
undying  devotion  to  the  cause  of  human  freedom 
is  above  fear  and  above  reproach. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Taylor  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cburch- 
WBLL,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MOLONY  ofi*ered  an  amendment  to  the 

amendment,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol> 

lows: 

Rtnh^f  That  the  passage  of  (he  orMnal  resolution 
rtwU  be  understood  as  expressive  of  the  io^l^iation  of  this 
House  in  behalf  of  the  American  people  at  the  despotic  in- 
tervention of  the  Cxar  of  Russia,  and  crushing  by  his  armed 
legions  the  republican  and  triumphant  spirit  of  Hungary* 

Mr.  MOLONY  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  owe  sn 
apology  to  the  friends  of  Kossuth  upon  this  floor 
for  onering  this  amendment  at  thii  time,  I  should 
not  have  aoat  it,  was  1  retaining  a  particle  of  that 
strpng  assunmce  which,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  debate,  I  enCertained,  viz:  that  a  proper  regard 
for  the  dignity  of  this  bod/,  fof  the  proprieties  of 
courtesy  due  to  our  illustrious  guest,  for  the  man- 
ifest will  of  the  American  people,  which  it  is  our 
sole  province  to  reflect  in  our  action  upon  this  res- 
olution, and  ^t  all  timet,  would  insure  a  favorable 
and  harmonious  action  upon  it.  1  repeat,  1  had 
hoped  that  these  considerations,  each  and  all  of 
them,  would  secure  for  this  original  resolution  an 
emphatic,  cordial,  and  universal  adoption.  But, 
sir,  that  hope  has  died  within  nae.  I  perceive,  sir, 
that  a  factious  minority,  and  in  numbers  almost 
contemptible,  has  for  tne  last  three  days  and  part 
of  one  night,  held,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  at 
be}r,  by  parliamentary  tactics,  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  this  body — g;agged  them,  sir,  and 
through  us  gagged  the  sentiments  of  the  American 
people  in  regara  to  our  illustrious  stran^er-^n  act 
alike  disgraceful  to  tHis  body  as  it  is  insulting  to 
the  nation  and  its  honored  guest.  I  repeat  it,  sir, 
that  this  House,  by  its  unwarrantable,  factious 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  original  resolution, 
has  disgraced  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized 
world.  Governor  Kossuth,  sir,  is  here  the  guest 
of  the  nation;  suoh  he  is  by  an  invitation  extended 
to  him  by  the  proper  national  authorities,  while 
an  exile  and  a  ffuestof  the  Sultah  of  Turkey;  such 
he  is  by  the  orders  given  by  the  Executive  of  the 
nation,  that  a  national  salute  should  announce  his 
arrival  in  New  York;  such  he  is  by  an  invitation 
of  the  President  and  Congress,  since  his  arrival 
on  our  shores,  to  visit  the  nation's  capital;  and 
yet,  sir,  after  all  this,  the  unfortunate  yet  glifrioua 
exile  no  sooner  arrives  here  than  this  House  is 
seen  perpetrating  an  act,  in  them  most  ungraceful, 
and  insulting  to  the  feelings  of  their  gue^,  m  deba- 
ting for  three  days  and  a  part  of  one  night  a  sim- 
ple resolution  for  introducing  him  to  the  floor  of 
this  House.  1  have,  sir,  no  responsibility  in  this 
matter;  I  mean  to  have  none.  And,  sir,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  myself  right  upon  the  original 
resolution  before  the  House,  my  constituency,  and 
country,  I  rise,  and  to  throw  it  upon  those  who 
must  answer  for  it  to  themselves,  and  should  to 
their  constituency  and  the  country.  For  the  ori- 
|i;inal  resolution  I  go  hand,  head,  and  heart;  and 
m  saying  this,  I  say  not  that  I  speak  for  myself 
alone,  as  has  been  repeatedly  ann6unced  on  the 
I  other  side  of  the  House,  but  I  speak  it  as  the  rep- 


resentative of  a  constituency  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand. Yes,  sir;  and  I  would  have  it  understood 
by  the  despots  of  Europe  iand  their  S3rmpathizerB 
in  America,  that  my  constituency  feel  strongly  the 
sentiments  imbodied  in  my  amendment,  and  when 
the  proper  time  and  occasion  shall  arrive,  1,  as 
their  representative,  am  prepeu^  1to  declare  by 
vote  that  the  armed  intervention  of  despotic  Rus- 
sia, in  the  domestic  concerns  *of  Hungry,  crush- 
ing by  its  armed  legions  the  republican  and  tri- 
umphant forces  of  that  people,  was  an  outrage 
upon  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  world,  and 
alike  a  violation  of  international  and  divine  law, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  accomplished  my  object 
in  ofiering  my  amendmeot — that  was,  an  opportu- 
nity to  put  myself  right  upon  the  original  resolu- 
tion; and,  as  1  have  always  voted  not  to  embarrass 
the  original  simple  question  with  any  amendments, 
I  shall  defer  my  approbation  of  my  oVn  amend- 
ment for  a  more  fitting  time  and  occi^ion,  and 
accordingly  now  vote  ageinst  its  adoption. 
[Here  the  hammer  feu.] 

Mr.  CULLOM.  I  had  not  intended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  have  participated  in  this  discussion. 
It  was  my  purpose  to  vote  silently,  as  I  have  done 
from  the  origin  of  this  question ;  but  since  gentle- 
men arrogate  to  themselves  the  prerogative  upon 
this  floor  of  denouncing  me  and  those  with  whom 
I  act  upon  these  questions  as  factinnistp,  I  have 
the  right  as  an  American  citizen — the  doub^ 
right,  as  a  member  upon  this  floor,  of  acting 
qpon  these  questions,  as  upon  all  others,  und^r 
ail-lhe  obligations  and  sanctions  which  this  high 
trust  imposes.  I  would  be  false  to  myself  and 
unloyal  to  my  constituency,  if  I  did  not^as  I  here 
do,  hurl  it  back  upon  its  authors  as  a  falsehood. 
^Applause,  and  cries  of  "  Good !  *'  "Good!"  and 
**  That's  right !  "1  What  have  1  done  as  a  Rep- 
resentative here  for  which  I  am  to  be  thus  cen- 
sured? Have  I  not  demeaned  myself  in  every 
phase  this  question  has  assumed  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  the  rules  prescribed  by  this  body  for  its 
government?  Might  1  not  with  far  ^eater  pro- 
priety chcM^e  that  the  dominant  majority  upon 
this  question  have  madly  ovem4en  the  stubborn 
rules  of  the  House  in  order  to  precipitate  this 
question  ?  and  in  their  holy  zeal  to  do  honor  to 
Mr.  Kossuth,  would  crush  and  thus  denounce 
those  whom  they  choose  to  call  factionists,  bijit 
who,  I  fissert,  are  the  real  American  law-and-order 
party  of  this  House.  [Great  applause.  "Or- 
der 1 "  «*  Order !  "]  While  1  am  disposed  to  treat 
members  with  all  the  courtesy  due  their  station 
as  representatives  of  American  freemen,'  I  am 
here  to  exact  that  same  observance;  and  whilst 
gentlemen  are  talking  for  Buncombe  and  the  mol^s 
at  the  Five  Points,  they  must  letMrn  that  these  in- 
dignitiei  are  highly  unbecoming.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  have  fully,  in  my  opinion,  discharged  the  obli- 
g;ations  of  courtesy  in  relation  to  the  distinguished 
individual  who  is  the  subject-matter  of  this  dis- 
cussion. Our  Government  had  invited  him  to  our 
free  country  as  a  refugee  from  European  oppres- 
sion, and  in  that  same  spirit  I  voted  the  invitation 
to  visit  the  capital  of  this  mighty  nation.  There 
I  choose  to  stop  and  hand  the  distinguished  ^h- 
tleman  over  to  the  hospitality  of  the  American 
people  generally,  and  to  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton in  particular;  feeling  that  my  legislative  funp- 
tions  have  ceased;  but  every  amendment  limiting 
our  action  to  mere  courtesy  (and  nothing  more,  we 
are  assured,  is  intended)  has  been  voted  down, 
and  a  new  and  dangerous  doctrine  has  been 
shadowed  forth  through  the  speech^  of  gentle- 
men, from  which,  as  an  American,  I  shrink. 
My  American  pride  has  forced  me  to  take  my 
stand, and  it  shall  bem^lastintrenchment,  by  my 
own  country  and  her  time-honored  usages.  Mr. 
Chairman,  ours  is  justly  called  a  model  republican 
Government,  whilst  its  enemies  tauntingly  point 
to  it  as  a  mere  experiment;  and  so  it  will  prove,  if 
your  quacks  are  permitted  to  practice  their  experi- 
ments upon  it.  Yes,  sir,  gentlemen  eloquently 
Eoint  to  It  as  a  beacon  light  tq  which  the  world 
ave  turned  their  eyes  in  their  struggles  agaii^st 
the  despotisms  of  the  Old  World.  How  import- 
ant that  Uiis  great  light  should  be  always  steady 
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and  stable;  but  in  the  hands  of  the  progressive 
^ntlemen,  it  would  be  a  mere  jack  a*lantern,Iead- 
ing  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  c^ua^mires  and 
marshes.  I  am  not  prepared  to  commit  this  country, 
by  my  vote,  to  the  new-made  and  dangerous  policy 
of  espousing  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  other  and 
foreign  GroTemments.  I  am  for  maintaining  our 
own  national  honor  and  rights,  at  cuiy  and  all 
times,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  may. 
fiut  I  adhere  to  the  sacred  aa3rin^,  which  has  with 
us  become  an  axiom,  **Friend8}iip  witli  all,  but 
entangling  alliances  with  none.  *'  1  am  here,  sir,  to 
do  homage  to  no  man  living.  I  am  no  man-wor- 
shipper. If  I  were^  the  patriots  of  my  own  coun- 
try are  entitled  to  my  first  adoration.  But,  in  the 
language  of  one,  upon  a  very  solemn  occasion,  **I 
bow  the  knee  to  no  power,  save  God  Almighty." 
I  lick  the  dust  from  no  man's  feet,  I  care  not  what 
the  trappings  of  royalty  or  circumstance  may  be. 
I  am  an  American.  I  am  a  Tennesseean.  And 
those  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  been  so  exces- 
sive in  their  eulogies  of  the  great  Magyar — and  great 
1  admit  him  to  be — ^will  have  the  same  regrets,  I 
fear,  that  the  same  people  did,  who  were  Toremost 
in  their  adulations  of  Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  Mr. 
Chairman,  he  will  write  a  boo]^,  and,  I  fear,  these 
eulogistic  gentlemen  will  occupy  the  same  page 
that  Dickens's  admirers  did  in  his  book.  But  for 
the  conservative  position  which  we,  who  are  de- 
nounced madly  as  factionists,  occupy,  our  nation 
would  be  precipitated  from  its  ancient  moorings. 

fHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Molont'b 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MEADE  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  (a  copy  of  which  was  not  obtained.) 

Mr.  M.  I  am  one  of  those  who  draw  a  dis- 
tinction, and  a  very  material  distinction,  between 
the  honor  it  is  proposed  to  do  Louis  Kossuth  by 
the  original  resolution,  and  the  ultimate  design  of 
some,  if  there  be  any  such  in  this  House,  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  difficulties  with  European 
Powers.  I  am  opposed  to  the  latter,  and  in  favor 
of  the  former.  I  believe  the  questions  to  he  en- 
tirely distinct.  Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  say 
to  my  brethren  of  the  South,  that  it  seems  to  me 
they  have  manifested  upon  this  occasion  an  undue 
sensitiveness  in  reference  to  this  proposition.  Do 
they  intend  to  imply  by  opposition  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  the  march  of  free  principles  in  Europe 
is  a  march  upon  the  South  ?  If  they  do,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  part  from  them.  I  stand  nere  amon^t 
the  foremost,  whenever  republican  liberty  is  the 
question,  to  give  my  aid  in  every  legitimate  form 
for  its  progress.  I  do  not  believe  the  establish- 
ment or  freedom  anjrwhere  can  oj>erateto  the  pre- 
judice of  the  South  or  Southern  institutions,  and 
any  undue  sensitiveness  upon  that  subject  is  cal- 
culated to  do  us  injury — serious  injury  with  the 
lovers  of  freedom  throughout  the  world,  because 
we  teach  them  by  that  means  to  draw  a  disdnction 
between  the  republicanism  of  the  South  and  re- 

riblicanism  elsewhere.  I  admit  no  such  thing, 
assert  that  the  triumph  of  democratic  constitu- 
tional liberty  does  not,  and  cannot  interfere  with 
the  Southern  institutions.  I  will  not  admit  there 
is  a  paradox  presented  by  our  institutions  and  the 
constitutional  liberty  we  enjoy.  They  are  alto- 
gether compatible,  and  I  shall  always  be  found 
among  the  foremost  in  advocating  wnatever  may 
legitimately  tend  to  the  establishment  of  freedom 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  but  not  to  the  extent 
of  involving  my  country  in  intervention  with 
European  politics.  I  am  opposed  to  a  policy  of 
that  sort;  out  when  the  simple  question  is.  Shall 
we  do  such  honor  to  the  representative  of  free 
principles  in  Europe  as  will  give  aid  and  comfort 
to  those  noble  hearts  who  are  now  beating  high 
with  aspirations  for  freedom,  shall  I  withhold  it? 
No,  sir;  I  will  not  withhold  it  through  the  vain 
fear  that  it  may  recoil  upon  our  institutions.  Our 
institutions  are  based  upon  a  firmer  principle — a 
firmer  foundation;  and  the  march  of  liberty  else- 
where is  not  in  conflict  with  our  interests.  We, 
at  the  South,  know  there  would  be  as  much  wis- 
dom in  a  man  emancipating  his  infant  children  be- 
fore they  have  arriyea  at  the  years  of  discretion, 
as  there  would  be  in  emancipating  the  black  race. 
The  difif^rence  between  the  two  is,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  the  white  nuw  will  arrive  to  a  period 
when  they  become  freemen,  and  can  provide  for 
themselves;  the  negro  never  can.  A  distinction 
drawn  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  between  the 
black  and  the  whita  race,  has  plaoad  the  negro 


in  his  present  position,  and  there  he  must  remain, 
receiving  protection  from  the  white  man,  and  ren- 
dering nim  service  for  it.  The  white  man  must 
be  served  by  tbem  as  the  little  boy  of  ten  years 
must  serve  his  father,  who  protects  him.  A  negro 
is  always  a  child.  Unless  we  can  stand  upon  a 
principle  which  is  immutable  in  relation  to  our 
institutions,  and  also  compatible  with  the  great 
truths  of  republican  government,  we  shall  be  con- 
demned; and  we  are  pronouncing  our  own  con- 
demnation if  we  refuse  our  sympathies  to  the  op- 
pressed of  other  countries.  Let  us  avoid,  sir, 
even  the  appearance  of  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  This  debate  has  been  long  pro- 
tracted, and  1  have  not  made  an  attempt  before 
this  in  the  last  two  days,  to  participate  in  it.  Nor 
should  1  have  done  so  now,  but  for  the  fact  that 
the  speech  which  has  been  just  made  by  my  cot- 
league  [Mr.  Meade|  places  me,  and  tnose-who 
have  acted  with  me,  in  a  false  position  before  this 
House,  the  country,  and  our  constituents.  He 
has  assumed  in  the  remarks  which  he  has  just 
made,  that  we  have  been  guided  solely  by  a  sen- 
sitiveness upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  our  course 
here. 

Mr.  MEADE.  If  in  the  hurry  of  my  re- 
marks I  made  any  such  statement,  I  did  not  intend 
it.  I  only  inferred  the  thing  from  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Stanly yj  and  from  the  fact  that  the  vote  here 
had  partaken  m  a  measure  of  a  sectional  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  If  the  gentleman  has  not  in- 
tended it,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  for  my- 
self to  this  House,  and  this  country,  that  it  is  not 
the  consideration  which  has  chiefly  operated  upon 
me,  or  any  of  us  on  this  side,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  MEADE.    1  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  vote  has  in  fact  been  very 
far  from  a  sectional  pne.  Qentlemen  from  Indi- 
ana, Ohio,  and  New  York  have  been  prominent 
on  our  side. 

I  ask  upon  what  principle  is  it  expected  that 
this  resolution  is  to  be  adopted?  Is  it  as  a  per- 
sonal compliment  uv  Louis  KossuUi.^  Nobody 
claims  that.  Is  it  because  he  is  the  representative 
of  a  great  principle,  that  we  are  to  honor  him  in 
this  House?  Now,  I  ask  of  what  principle  is  he 
the  .representative?  He  comes  to  aeclare  before 
this  country  what  principle  he  represents;  and 
he  is  the  organ  of  his  own  opinions,  sentiments, 
and  wishes.  He  has  proclaimed  trumpet-tongued, 
**  I  do  not  ask  your  empty  compliments;  I  do  not 
ask  your  empty  sympathy."  He  says  the  sym- 
pathy he  wants  is  operative  sympathy.  He  wishes 
us  to  take  European  affairs  under  our  manage- 
ment, and  if  necessary  to  fight  for  Hungary. 
When  a  resolution  like  this  was  sent  him  from 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  what  did  he  say } 
He  was  told  it  was  a  compliment.  He  said  no; 
I  know  better  than  you  do.  There  is  a  meaninfi[, 
a  political  meaning  in  it.  He  was  deceived.  Well, 
it  IS  not  Louis  Kossuth  that  we  are  only  deceiving. 
In  deceiving  him,  are  we  not,  as  was  said  by  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Bayly,]  deceiving  his  countrymen 
at  home,  and  deluding  the  poor  Hungarians?  In 
aid  of  his  sentiments,  we  see  men  in  the  northern 
States  leaping  forward  as  if  in  eager  competition, 
to  be  the  first  to  join  in  this  ci)rrent.  When  we 
see  the  thing  taking  through  the  country,  and  the 
public  mind  becoming  inflamed,  and  when  we  see 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  rising  and  uttering  such 
sentiments  as  we  have  heard  in  this  debate  from 
several-  speakers,  and  when  we  see  a  majority 
here  breaking  down  the  rules  to  carry  out  their 
purpose  in  this  respect, — ^I  ask,  is  it  not  time  for 
reflecting,  serious,  and  sober-minded  men  to  pause 
in  their  course,  ere  they  upturn  the  long  established 
policy  of  the  country?  We  have  told  him  that  he 
was  welcome  to  the  capital  of  the  country.  We 
have  rendered  all  that  tne  country,  all  that  magna- 
nimity and  liberality  reouired.  This  I  wUlin^y 
consented  to.  No  man  feels  more  sympathy  witn 
the  cause  of  freedom  throughout  the  world,  or 
with  the  men  who  dedicate  themselves  to  it,  than  I 
do.    But  our  first  duty  is  to  ourselves. 

I  am  willing  to  pay  compliments  and  extend 
courtesies  to  the  worthy  and  deserving,  if  harm- 
less.^ But  when  we  see  that  serious  consequences 
are  likely  to  follow  from  our  action,  is  it  not  time, 
I  ask,  to  pause  and  reflect?  And  when  gentlemen 
come  here,  and  tell  me  that  with  the  minority  I 
have  resorted  to  revolutionary  measured,  and  to  a 
factious  course,  I  teU  them  tliat  the  chaige  they 


make  against  us  applies  to  them.  They  hav^ 
trampledf  on  the  rules;  we  have  not.  Tbey  hav^ 
resorted  to  unusual  and  unprecedented  modes  of 
action;  we  have  not.  We  have  endeavored  to  de- 
prive such  efforts  of  a  successful  result,  and  thu« 
to  maintoin  the  rules  and  protect  our  own  ri^ts  . 
But  for  doing;  so,  we  are  oot  to  be  misunderstood 
as  having  no  sympathy  with  Kossuth  and  hi« 
cause,  nor  aa  improperly  bringing  the  institution 
of  slavery  into  the  arena.  We  nave  not  done  smy- 
thing  to  givejgood  grounds  for  either  charge. 

Af  r.  RiCHARD^N.  I  desire  to  know  if  it 
will  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  the  resolution  and  amendment*  to  the 
House,  and  to  recommend  their  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs.  The  gentleman 
from  Geor^,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  the  other  day, 
carried  to  the  House,  from  the  committee,  a  bill 
similarly  sitxTated. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  that  would  not  be  in  order, a3  it  would 
cut  off  debate  on  the  amendments.  Suppose  the 
resolution  should  go  to  theOommittee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  they  have  to  report  everything-  to  the 
House.  I  make  this  suggestion  to  tne  g:entlcmai»: 
Let  us  adjourn  over  tilf  Monday.  It  will  be  then 
in  order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  introduce 
this  resolution.  If  two  thirds  vote  for  it,  our  op- 
position ceases.  If  two  thirds  do  not  vote  for  it, 
IS  it  right  that  less  than  two  thirds  of  the  House 
shall  pay  a  compliment  to  any  foreigner,  in  dero- 
gation of  the  rights  of  one  third  of  our  number  ? 
Now,  if  gentlemen  do  not  want  to  be  factious^ 
l^ve  it  a  Hiir  test;  meet  on  Monday  next,  when  it 
IS  in  order  to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
if  two  lliirds  vote  for  it,  let  it  be  done. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  This  question  of  rule* 
is  a  matter  about  wliiah  gentlemen  upon  this  door 
may  well  diflfer.  I  have  my  own  opinions,  and 
they  are  as  firm  and  fixed  as  those  of^  the  gentle- 
man  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  I  entertain 
them  as  the  representativeof  the  American  people, 
and  I  abide  by  them  as  firmly  as  he  does.  We 
difler  very  often  about  them.  I  make  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise,  report  the  resolution  with 
the  amendments  to  the  House,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afliairs. 

Mr.  ITTANLY,  I  ask  the  Chair,  if  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  this  resolution  and  amend- 
ment to  the  House,  and  then  the  previous  ques- 
tion be  moved,  and  another  gar  is  forced  upon  us» 
where  we  will  be? 

Mr.  TENABLE.  I  understand  that  previoofl 
question. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  will  ask  the  Chair,  if 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  have  such  a  rseommeoda^ 
tion  offered  by  gentlemen,  if  it  is  not  in  the  shape 
of  an  amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Debate  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  Is  debate  nei 
in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  AU  debate  is  terminated 
by  the  latter  branch  of  the  Id6th  rule.  This  rule 
provides,  **  that  the  House  may,  at  any  time,  by 

*  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present, 

*  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  purpose  of 

*  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 

*  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  also  for  providing 

*  'or  the  dischai^  ofthe  Committee  of  the  Whole 

*  House,  and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houss 

*  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  from  the  further  con- 
j  sideration  of  any  bill  referred  to  it,  aAer  acting 
'  without  debate  on  all  amendments  pending,  and 
'that  may  be  offered.".  This  rule  provides,  that 
the  House  itself  may  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the 
consideration  of  any  proposition  conrniitted  to  it 
without  debate,  after  voting  upon  all  amendments 
which  have  been  offered  or  may  be  offered.  The 
committee,  by  this  vote  and  decision,  have  deter- 
mined that  the  debate  upon  this  resolution  should 
terminate.  Then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it 
cannot  be  reported  to  the  House  until  all  the 
amendments  pending,  and  which  may  be  oflered, 
shall  be  voted  upon.  The  Chair  overrules  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richasd- 

SON.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  From  that  decision  I 
appeal,  and  demand  tellers. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  quesUon  is.  Shall  the 
decision  ofthe  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  ofthe 
House?   Upon  that  question  tellers  are  called  for. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  desire  to  ask  a  singi* 
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of  the  Chair:  If  it  is  in  hla  remembranGe, 
a  meaaure  was  carried  out  in  committee  the 

r  ^y  opon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 

Qeargi^  [Mr.  Stephens,]  with  precisely  the  same 
^^  imendation? 

CHAIRMAN.    There  were  no  amend- 

if  my  recollection  serves  me.    The  Chair 

It  a  venr  distinct  recollection  of  the  circum- 

attending  that  resolution,  and  would  thank 

aen  to  inform  him,  whether  or  not  debate 

beeo  terminated. 

DUNHAM.    There  was  then  no  objection 
IJttch  proceedine.    It  was  by  general  consent. 
Itfr.  STEPH  E;>f S.    Debate  had  not  yet  termin- 


CHAIRMAN.    It  is  in  the  recollection  of 
r,  thai  the  debate  had  not  been  terminated . 
A  amotion  was  made  that  the  commi|^ee  rise  and 
9Tt  the  resolution,  with  a  recommendation  to 
Hotiae  to  discharge  the  committee  from  its 
Jber  consideration. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  think  the  Chair  is  mis- 


n 


CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  is  of  the  im- 
D  further,  that  the  proposition  that  the  com- 
rae  Was  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON.    So  much  the  stronger 
•AiBypositioD. 

-Tb*  CHAIRMAN.    There  was  no  objection 

9iiL    Tliere  was  also  a  suspension  of  all  rules, 

.|gi  ijiw  resolution  could  be  introduced  into  the 

MTCMin  the  same  way  by  unanimous  consent. 

.Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  beg  to  cor- 

Ike  Chair,  and  state  the  facts.  I  recouect  them 

belly'.     My  motion  was  first  made,  as  a  sug- 

fllltaB  to  Ihe  committee.    No  member  persisted 

ifMlanga  rote  upon  the  pending  amendment, 

;  Hie  committee  permitted  the  question  to  be  de- 

I  hw  tellers.    It  was  carried  by  one  vote,  and 

«1  aee,  by  referring  to  the  Glofre,  that  no 

■""-  made  objection.     If  any  objection  had 

de«  I  should  have  withdrawn  my  motion. 

r.  BJCH ARDSON.    If  there  was  no  objec- 

*  bat  makes  the  precedent  the  stronger.    If 

1 1«ads  to  it 

CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  is  not  in 

'Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  correct  the 
to  one  thing.  There  were  amendments 
and  the  question  arose  in  the  House,  as 
BT  thoae  amendments  came  with  the  ori- 

«fB&ymkion  or  not.    It  was  decided  that  noth- 
iMvith  the  original  resolution.    The  whole 
presented;  and  concurred  in  unani- 
this  House  then,  and  ought  to  be  now. 


VgMllRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  llli- 
jMHtSicHAaDsoir]  appeals  from  the  decision 
mmXkfkj  and  upon  tnat  question  tellers  are 
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veret>rdered,  and  Messrs.  Cartter  and 
smpointed;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
iire|>orted~ayes  78,  noes  44. 
4tamon  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 
■cstion  recurring   upon  Mr.  Mkadb'i 
to  the  amendment,  it  was  taken  and 
jto  the  negative, 
fee  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 

r«  VCrCK  offered  the  fcdlowing  as  an  amend- 
49  the  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end 

H  is  kerekjr  deelarad  to  be  tb«  JodcoMnt  of  this 
«■!  ttM  Ute  iotervention  of  RuMia  in  the  sAUn  of 
a  viatetlon  of  tlie  law  of  aationa. 


'Ml.  T.  said:  That  amendment  expresses  my 
afti,  and  1  am  for  speaking  them  out  hei^, 

nay  take  ofience.  * 

r.  CAKTTER.    I  would  inquire  of  the  Chair, 

.■_lsr  that  amendment  is  in  order? 

Ae  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 

klAMBdment  is  not  in  order. 

g.  SAVAGE.    I  wish  to  oiTer  an  amendment. 
,  TUCK.    I  have  not  yielded  the  floor  yet. 
it^IAIRM  AN.    Did  the  gentlemaft  appeal 
hkillw  dKiaion  of  the  Chair,  declaringhis  amend- 

. ;aat  of  order? 

Mr.  T0CK.    No,  but  I  wanted  to  offer  another 


.The  CH  A 1 RMAN.    The  gentleman 's  amend- 
MjttwK  decided  out  of  order. 
MiTOCK.    But  I  offered  another. 
1I»-<SIAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  lost  his 
ioorwlMD  the  question,  upon  which 


he  obtained  it,  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and  conse- 

auentlv  passed  from  before  the  committee.    The 
oor  has  been  assigned  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  SAVAGE  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

Re$olv^t  That  Chiifjen  diaapprovei  the  political  doc- 
trines of 'Louis  Koasuth.  in  relation  to  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  United  States,  and  tnat  it  in  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
tbia  Government  and  the  tpirit  of  the  Conaiitation  to  pay 
mere  personal  compliments  to  individuals. 

Mr.  SAVAGE  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had 
hoped  to  have  passed  through  this  unpleasant  dis- 
cussion without  detaining  the  House  by  any  re- 
marks upon  the  subject.  But  I  have  felt  it  n\y 
duty  to  offer  the  amendment  Just  read.  It  covers 
in  brief  the  many  reasons  which  have  controlled 
my  action  relative  to  Kossuth. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  entertain  sentiments  of 
hostility  to  the  so-called  great  Hungarian.  I  wish 
every  man  on  earth  peace,  glory,  success,  and 
contentment;  nor  shall  I  ever  travel  out  of  my 
path  to  lessen  the  honor  of  any  man,  no  matter 
now  unmerited  he  may  wear  it.  But  when  a  ques- 
tion comes  up  in  the  fine  of  my  duty,  no  tempest- 
uous enthusiasm,  no  considerations  of  safety  to 
myself,  shall  drive  or  deter  me  from  expressing 
my  honest  and  deliberate  convictions. 

I  cannot  approve  the  political  principles  of  the 
|(eat  Hungarian  apostle,  and  there  is  nothing  lefl 
for  me  to  bow  to.  I  have  been  taught  to  honor 
principles,  not  men;  and  especiallv  will  I  fail  to 
seek  an  occasion  to  pajr  an  unusual  compliment  to 
a  man  advocating  prmciples  the  practice  of  which 
will  destroy  the  peace  and  glonr  of  this  proud 
Republic.  I  desire  my  acts  ana  opinions  to  ac- 
cord with  each  other. 

«  Whoever  dares  think  one  thing  and  another  toll. 
My  sonl  detests  him  as  the  gates  of  hell.'* . 

It  is  right  to  deal  honestly  with  Kossuth,  and  I 
confess  1  nave  not  the  ingenuity  of  paying  a  com- 

Eliment  to  his  person  and  a  curse  to  his  principles 
y  the  same  act.  Besides,  I  am  not  sent  here  for 
either  purpose.  I  am  the  Representative  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  Tennessee.  I  have  been 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  am  willing  to  perish  in  a  strug^e  for 
that  purpose  whenever  an  Almighty  Providence 
shall  so  aecree.  I  have  not  been  sworn  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  Hungary,  or  to  go  upon 
a  cnisade  for  the  world's  liberty;  and  I  am  un- 
willing to  peril  the  interests  I  have  sworn  to  guard 
by  an  interference  with  the  affairs  of  the  European 
States.  I  am  an  American,  and  want  no  new  light 
to  shine  upon  my  pathway  in  politics.  The  star 
of  Washington  has  lost  to  my  vision  none  of  its 
charms  or  orilliancy.  It  rose  in  glory  with  our 
Government,  to  shine  eternal  and  unchanging  upon 
our  political  horizon.  My  feet  shall  follow  but 
oife  path,  my  eyes  shall  see  but  one  light, although 
many  others  may  glitter  in  the  heavens. 

We  all  know  that  all  the  light  above  us  is  not 
useful  or  substantial.  Although  many  be  the  flort 
that  have  shone  upon  man's  dark  ana  dreary  des- 
tiny, yet  other  lights  have  oAentimes  come  upon 
the  heavens — ^not  stars  of  eternity,  or  of  the  age  or 
century,  but  airy,  unsubstantial  things— brilliant 
illusions,  meteors  of  the  moment,  that  have  as- 
cended in  the  dark^we  know  not  when  or  how^ 
whose  only  glory  is  displayed  in  their  fall. 

Sir,  I  am  content  with  the  history  of  my  Gh)v- 
emment.  It  is  a  lesson  of  wisdom.  I  want  no 
new  apostle,  new  bible,  or  new  faith.  I  would  not 
alter  a  syllable  of  the  past  if  I  could.'  I  only  hope 
the  future  may  be  like  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  presume  it  is 
a  matter  of  very  smidl  consequence  to  the  com- 
mittee what  my  position  is  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  do  not  state  it  because  of  its  consequence, 
but  I  ask  that  a  little  consideration  may  be  given 
to  the  few  words  which  I  am  about  to  utter. 

I  have  desired,  from  the  outset  of  this  discussion, 
to  take  no  part  whatever  in  it,  but  so  to  regulate 
my  course  as  to  bring  the  committee  to  a  direct  vote 
upon  this  resolution — the  importance  of  which  has 
been  so  much  magnified — in  order  that  we  might 
settle  it  one  way  or  the  other.  We  began  uiis 
contest  last  Monday  week,  when  the  resolution 
was  rejected ,  because  it  did  not  receive  a  two-thirds 
vote.  Tlie  same  was  the  case  last  Monday;  and 
now  we  have  been  occupied  with  the  subject  all 
day  Tuesday,  all  day  Wednesday,  and  during  the 
whole  of  yesterday. 

If  we  are  going  to  grant  this  privilege  as  an  act 
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of  courtesy — and  it  is  evident  from  the  general  ex- 
pression of  the  House,  that  if  granted  at  all,  it  wiH 
be  as  a  courtesy  and  not  as  an  indorsement— let 
us  do  it  at  once.  My  position  in  regard  to  this 
matter  has  certainly  not  been  an  extravagant  one 
on  either  side.  I  Kave  been  voting  all  along  so  as 
to  bring  us  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion; and  whenever  we  reach  that  point  I  shall  vote 
against  the  reception  as  proposed  in  that  resolution. 
That  is  the  position  which  I  occupy.  Now  let  us 
look  at  the  position  of  the  matter  itself.  The  geti* 
tleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  has  offered  a 
resolution  that  Kossuth  shall  be  received  by  a 
committee;  but,  as  I  understand  it,  no  one  knows 
what  is  to  be  done  when  he  shall  be  so  received; 
we  do  not  know  but  that  it  might  lead  to  his  de- 
livering an  address  in  this  body,  and  thus  sanction 
the  implication  that  he  was  received  here  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  we  indorsed  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  intervention.  There  are,  therefore, 
sound  and  rational  objections  to  that  resolution, 
as  I  think,  if  such  a  possibility  exist.  On  the 
other  hand ,  the  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  VenableI  only  pro- 
poses that  Kossuth  shall  be  admitted  to  a  priv- 
ileged seat  on  this  floor,  as  Father  Mathew  and 
other  distinguished  foreigners,  among  them  the 
compatriots  of  Kossuth,  have  been.  To  that,  I  be- 
lieve, no  rational  man  can  object.  But  we  cannot 
get  to  the  vote  on  either  of  those  propositions. 
Why?  Because  there  are  hundreds  of  amend- 
ments tfi  the  original  resolution  which  must  be 
perfected  before  tne  substitute  can  be  voted  on. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  after  this  long  debate,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  have  a  cessation  of  amend- 
ments to  the  ori^al  resolutions,  and  may  come 
to  the  substitute  itself,  to  which  gentlemen  can  of- 
fer such  amend  ments  as  they  desire.  But  it  seems 
to  tne,  that  it  would  be  much  wiser  and  more  ro* 
tional  to  have  a  vote  upon  the  substitute  at  once. 
I  candidly  believe  that  it  would  be  carried,  for  ap- 
preciating M.  Kossuth,  as  we  all  do,  I  believe  we 
should  all  be  disposed  to  admit  him  to  a  privileged 
seat. 

Gentlemen  must  bear  in  mind,  that  we  have  de- 
bated this  ouestion,  not  only  before  the  American 
public,  but  before  the  whole  world;  every  kind  of 
extravagant  consideration  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject, has  been  brought  in.  I  hope  the  Buncombe 
IS  now  exhausted,  and  that  afler  tour  days  talking, 
we  may  be  permitted  to  have  a  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sav- 
age's amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRENTON  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  viz: 

FrowUedf/urtktr,  That  aothlof  contained  In  this  reaola- 
ti<Hi,  or  any  action  which  may  bf  had  thereon,  ihall  be  vo 
conatrued  a*  to  identify  any  member  of  this  Rouse,  againut 
hit  own  will,  with  any  of  the  principle*  advocated  by 
Loais  Kossuth. 

Mr.  JB.  said:  My  object  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment is  not  to  relieve  m]^8elf  but  other  gentlemen 
from  the  fears  under  which  they  labor,  lest  their 
votes  should  be  wrongfully  construed  by  the  ooun- 
try.  By  the  adoption  of  that  amendment  every 
gentleman  will,  at  once,  be  placed  in  a  position 
where  he  can  exercise  his  own  private  iuagment, 
either  for  or  against  the  principles  wnich  have 
been  advocated  by  Louis  Kossuth. 

It  has  fallen  upon  my  ears  most  strangely  when 
I  have  heard  the  arguments  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced and  the  decmrations  which  have  charac- 
terized this  House  since  the  beginning  of  this  de- 
bate,  that  an  act  of  courtesy,  extenaed  to  Louis 
Kossuth  personally,  involves  necessarily  the  adoo- 
tion  or  recognition  of  the  principles  which  he  ad- 
vocates. If  this  position  oe  correct,  then  when- 
ever we  condescend  to  extend  the  common  civOi- 
ties  of  life  to  those  who  may  differ  in  opinion  from 
us,  we  adopt  the  sentiments  which  those  individ-^ 
uals  may  entertain  upon  any  great  question  what- 
soever. There  is  nothing  more  erroneous.  We 
practice  upon  this  principle  every  day  in  the  ordi- 
nary business  of  life,  is  it  true,  because  I  invite 
a  neighbor  to  partake  of  the  hospitalities  of  my 
house  that  I  necessaril)r  adopt  all  the  abominable 
notions  he  may  entertain  upon  any  question  what- 
ever ?  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  StakltI  should, 
under  the  influence  of  his  known  hospitality,  ten- 
der to  his  distinguished  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
GiDDiKOi]  the  hospitalities  of  hif  house:  would  it 
be  taken  for  granted  that  he  had  adopted  thesenti- 
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menu  of  that  gentleman,  and  would  the  country 
become  alarmi^  with  the  fear  of  his  becoming  a 
Frec-Soiler  ?  If  so,  they  would  come  to  Uiat  con- 
clusion against  every  principle  of  comraou  sense. 
The  most  that  could  be  maae  out  of  it  would  be 
this:  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had,  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  thrown  open 
his  doors,  and,  while  detesting  the  sins  of  the 
party,  he  loved  the  sinner.  Mr.  Chairman ,  I  have 
sufficient  confidence  in  the  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  and  especially  in  that  of  the 
people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  reoresent.  I 
Delieve  they  will  distinguish  between  the  personal 
reception  of  this  distinguished  individual  and  the 
adoption  of  his  principle.  If  Louis  Kossuth  had 
come  to  this  country  on  his  responsibility,  by  his 
funds,  as  a  private  individual,  I  woufd  be 


own 


ready  to  do  him  honor,  and  the  country  would 
be  ready  to  do  him  honor;  for  I  know  we  are 
ready  and  willing  to  extend  this  honor  to  individ- 
uals of  high  ranK  from  foreign  countries,  and  we 
are  especially  willing  to  pay  those  honors  to  the 
poor  and  downtrodden  who  have  fled  from  for- 
eign despotism,  when  they  shall  land  upon  our 
shores;  but  we  extend  this  honor  to  them  without 
adopting  their  principles. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana.  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  to  set  myself  right  tipon  this  question. 
I  was  originally  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  and  I  am 
still  in  favor  of  it,  because  it  is  paying  respect  to  a 
great  principle  of  liberty  which  I  recognize  as  re- 
publican. But  although  I  am  in  favor  of  paying 
this  tribute  of  respect,!  have  voted  with  the  minor- 
ity in  this  committee,  and  I  cannot  consider  that 
a  factious  minority,  ds  we  are  acting  under  the 
rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  and  those  rules  and 
orders  are  the  statutes  of  tliis  country — as  much 
so  as  any  other  statutes  until  they  are  repealed. 
As  I  have  stated,  I  have  voted  with  the  minority 
upon  several  occasions,  because  this  resolutioh  was 
introduced  here  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  in  violation  of  the  decisions  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  there- 
fore I  say  that  the  minority  were  not  acting  fkc- 
tiously;  They  were  acting  under  the  rules  and 
orders  of  this  House,  and  they  have  the  right  so 
to  act.  Thoufl'h  1  had  intended  to  vote  for  the 
resolution,  yet  I  have  voted  with  the  minority,  be- 
cause the  rules  of  the  House  were  violated  oy  its 
introduction.  With  this  explanation,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution,  though  lam  opposed  to  inter- 
vention; and  in  voting  for  it  I  wish  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  indorse  the  doctrines  of  Louis 
Kossuth.  I  shall  support  the  same  policy — ^the 
policy  of  Washington — in  relation  to  intervention, 
wliich  has  always  been  supported  by  this  Con- 
gress since  the  foundation  of  this  Government. 
With  this  explanation  I  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  understand  that  gentlemen 
are  permitted  to  speak  five  minutes  for  and  against 
an  amendment,  by  a  rule  which  was  adoptra  du- 
ring the  last  Congress.  I  ask  tlie  Chair  if  I  am 
right? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Then  the  rule  provides  that 
one  gentleman  may  be  permitted  to  speak  five  min- 
utes m  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  another  in 
opposition  to  it  the  same  length  of  time.  I  rise 
to  say,  that  I  hope  the  Chairman  will  enforce  this 
rule,  and  not  allow  two  gentlemen  to  speak  upon 
one  side  of  the  same  amendment.  I  hope  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  will  not  speak  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Brbn- 
ton's  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLK  offered  the  following  amendment: 

When  the  Cominittee  on  Foreign  Afikira  shaU  report,  all 
1^0  wUh  will  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  ou  the  subject 
or  Intervention.  4 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  amendment  is  not 
m  order. 

Mr.  POLK.  Upon  what  ground  does  the 
chairman  rule  my  amendment  out  of  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Upon  the  ground  of  irrel- 
evancy. 

Mr.  POLK.  Tlien  I  move  to  strike  out  in  the 
amendment  the  word  "distinjSfuished;"  not  that  I 
am  not  willing  to  award  to  Kossuth  all  the  honor 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  but  I  do  it  for  the  purpose 
of  enablfng  me  to  express  my  views  upon  this 

Question,  if  I  understand  it  correctly,  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States  directed  our  diplomatic 
agent  at  Conaianfhiople  to  invite  Kossuth  to  this 
country.    Thres  days  after,  if  I  understand  the 


record,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  inviting  him 
here.  Here  is  a  double  duty.  The  President 
first,  and  Congress  afterwards  sanctioning  the  Exe- 
cutive power.  And  not  only  that,  but  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  is  sent  to  bear  him  to  our  shores.  He 
lands  here  and  becomes  the  nation's  guest.  He 
comes  to  Washington;  and  what  does  Congress 
do  ?  It  sayis,  "Mr.  Kossuth,  your  sentiments  are 
such  that  we  cannot  receive  you  in  our  delegated 
capacity."  No.  You  pass  a  resolution  three  or 
four  days  after  the  be^nning  of  the  present  Con- 
gress in  which  you  invite  nim  to  the  capital  of 
the  country.  And  now,  how  does  the  case  stand? 
Kossuth  is  here  by  the  invitation  of  this  House, 
with  but  sixteen  votes  in  the  negative — for  I  re- 
member the  yeas  and  nays  were  called — but  six- 
teen were  found  to  vote  against  giving  to  tlie  great 
Magyar  a  reception  worthy  of  himself  and  the 
cause  in  which  his  country  has  fallen.  By  your 
own  invitation  he  stands  at  your  portals,  and 
wliat  are  you  doing?  You  are  consulting  whether 
you  will  receive  him  or  not.  You  Jnvite  a  guest, 
and  then  call  a  family  circle  to  discuss  the  propri- 
ety of  receiving  him.  Kossuth  is  in  the  city.  He  is 
under  the  very  portals  of  your  Capitol,  and  here 
we  are  debating  the  question  as  to  whether  we 
will  receive  him  1  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House  have  indulged  in  epithets,  and  have^ 
even  used  the  word  ^'falsehood  to  the  majorit^r," 
bec^iuse  we  dare  to  exercise  our  rights.  Sir,  we 
dare  to  proclaim  them  fisictionists,  and  we  dare  to 
stand  by  the  consequences.  We  have  done  noth- 
ing to  elicit  this  charge.  I  belong  to  that  major- 
ity, and  I  will  give  my  vote  for  any  reception 
which  I  may  deem  proper  and  just;  and  that 
minority  must  understana  that  I  will  not  share  in 
any  opprobrium  or  epithets  of  that  character. 
Wnen  thev  fling  stones  of  that  kind  they  must 
take  cAre  that  they  do  not 

rH«re  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  that 
we  shaH  soon  come  to  a  vote  upon  this  question; 
and  I  know  if  I  do  not  get  the  floor  now,  some 
one  else  will,  to  fill  ocrt  the^ve  minutes  that  would 
be  appropriated  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  hom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk.]  I  do 
not  know  that  my  opinions  are  of  any  consemience 
here  or  elsewhere,  upon  this  question.  And  1  have 
no  soUcitude  whatever,  sir,  as  to  what  conclusion 
may  be  drawn  from  my  vote,  in  favor  of  this 
resolution  to  receive  Governor  Kossuth — none 
whatever.  I  shall  not  travel  out  of  my  way  for 
the  j-urpose  of  making  a  declaration  to  Russia,  If 
you  interfere  again  in  the  affairs  of  Hungary  there 
will  be  no  danger  from  us.  If  there  were  no  other 
reason  ih  the  world  why  I  would -refuse  to  make 
such  a  declaration,  it  would  be  that,  and  that  alone, 
that  while  it  would  palsy  the  arms  of  patriots 
stniggling  for  liberty,  it  would  nerve  the  arm  of 
the  tyrant  that »  now  stretched  over  them.  Gen- 
tlemen say  they  are  as  much  the  friends  of  Kos- 
suth and  his  cause  as  we  are.  I  shall  not  question 
their  motives;  but  let  me  ask  them  what  the  effect 
of  their  opposition  is  ?  Who  are  they  who  first 
upon  this  floor  talked  about  incorporating  a  prin- 
ciple upon  that  simple  resolution  ?  Were  they  the 
fhends  of  this  resolution  ?  No,  sir;  but  the  enemies 
of  it,  who,  looking  far  into  the  future  for  something 
to  embarrass  us,  must  go  out  of  their  way  ta  de- 
clare that  they  will  or  will  not  do  thus  and  so. 
Sir,  I  had  just  as  leave,  and  rather,  that  Russia 
should  infer  from  our  action  here  that  we  intended 
to  interfere.  I  will  not  say  what  I  would  do,  but 
it  seems  to  me  he  is  not  a  wise  statesman  who, 
without  knowing  anything  about  the  extent  of  the 
danger  that  surrounds  the  future — ^who,  without 
knoiiring  anything  about  what  governments  we 
may  get  into  difficulty  with,  or  what  embarrass- 
ments may  result  to  our  commercial  relations,  or 
what  the  extent  of  our  interests  involved,  yet  goes 
out  of  the  Mray  to  try  his  hand  upon  a  principle 
of  that  kind.  Sir,  I  hope  the  friends  of  this  reso- 
lution will  cease  offering  amendments;  for  if  we 
cease  offering  them,  the  five  minute  speeches  will 
soon  be  endM.  Let  the  enemies  of  the  resolution 
talk  alone  and  take  the  consequences.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  am  not  so  much  mystified  as 
some  others  at  the  result.  The  ooiuitry  can  know 
just  as  well,  whether  this  resolution  pass  or  not, 
who  were  and  who  were  not  in  fhvor  of  it,  and 
the  motives  by  which  they  were  governed.  Gov- 
ernor Kossuth  himself  is  too  intalligent  not  to 
know,  that  though  this  resolution  may  not  past, 
that  there  are  two  to  ona  in  fkror*  and  that  it  it 


by  resort  to  parliamentary  maBoeuvres  that  it  ^ 
defeated. 

A  Voice.  Two  to  one  cannot  suspend  the 
rules. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  (inttrropting.) 
If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  i  cannot  be  intemipted  in 
a  five-minute  speech.  The  gentleman  has  hai 
two  or  three  speeches.  The  gentleman  from  Oeor- 
pn.  bases  his  opposition  upon  the  rules,  and  thai 
if  we  set  them  aside,  we  are  in  a  revolution.  Does 
not  every  gentleman  know,  who  has  been  here  a 
sufiicient  length  of  time,  that  nothing  is  more 
common  than  that  when  a  majority  destrea,  '^tj 
override  the  rules  ? 

[Here  the  Chairman  *»  hammer  fell.] 

The  ouestion  was  then  taken  upon  the  ameod- 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from-Tentieasoe, 
[Mr.  Polk,]  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  ofiTered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Aod  be  it  andentood,  that  the  House  of  Repretesttatifor 
decUne*  at  this  tine  to  exprew  auy  Qi^nfon  as  to  wfaetber 
tiiia  Government  wiU  or  wfll  not  fatmere  ta  the  wan  ditt 
aray  bereatter  occur  between  other  nations. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  offtrtd  this  taotndwam 
in  eood  faith. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  oplnioi 
that  the  amendment  is  not  strictly  in  order,  ^t 
does  not  connect  itself  with  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BROWN.    I  will  change  the  resolution  i»  -^ 
that  it  will  read  in  this  manner;      ..  7,, 

Be  it  understood,  that  the  House  of  Represeatali^  ^,\ 
declines  at  this  time  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  w^dkir 
this  tiovemment  will  or  wul  not  be  indiffisrcat  to  tbm  #b^'  '^ 
trines  of  KossuUi.  ^  1 

I  ofler  this  amendment  in  good  fhith.  Wlun«  =^ 
a  little  more  than  twelve  months  ago^  I  voted  t»'^^ 
send  a  national  ship  to  bear  this  distiogwelHi^^ 
man  to-  our  shores,  I  did  it,  sir,  that  he  migit 
come  here  in  the  character  of  an  emigrant^  I-^ 
never  dreamed — as  I  am  sureno  memlmofllw'**^ 
last  Congress  ever  dreamed— that  he  waa  oemb$''-^ 
here  as  a  propagandist  of  new  doctrines.  I  9^  ^\ 
peal  to  every  member  of  this  Congress,  whftivw  *& 
<i  member  of  the  last  House  of  RepresentaAr«Sf 
if  any  member  supposed  he  was  coming  heM  nptm  % 
any  such  mission  f  The  first  we  hear  of  kSe  iif«:i 
tentions  was  in  one  of  his  English  speediee-wf  j , 
think  in  his  Southampton  ipeeoh — ^wnen  Ibr  tfa«<{ 
first  time  he  made  it  known  that  be  was  coming;  :s 
to  procure  the  intervention  of  this  Government  in.  i 
the  struggles  that  were  going  on  in  theCHd  World  .  j 
I  do  not  desire  that  our  action  here,  citlker  in  in- 
viting this  distinguished  mm  to  this  oopuBtry,  or  *; 
inviting  him  to  come  to  take  a  seat  within  ihe  t>ar  ':. 
of  this  House,  shall  be  construed  into  aMr 
pression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  wi 
trine  of  intervention.  And  why?  1  c 
readily  imagine  that  in  the  progress  of 
events  a  case  may  arise  in  which  it  may  bMoma 
important  for  this  Glovemmeat  to  inter&re.  No  .^ 
such  case  has,  in  my  Judgment,  arisen  yet«  ^''>r 
1  would  not,  bv  saying  that  we  never  would  iwer-  ^ 
fere,  cut  ourselves  oflf  from  the  possibility  of  do-  ^ 
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in^  so  if  a  case  should  arise.    So  much  MM  beta  '^^ 
said  upon  this  subject,  not  only  by  that  dislift*  '*^ 
guished  man  himself,  but  by  his  friends  in  Con-  ^ 
gress  and  out  of  it,  that  the  inference  may  be  dram  JJ^ 
Uiatwe  either  intend  to  indorse  his  doctrines  tipno^ 
the  one  side,  or  that  we  do  not  upon  the  otmr*  -^ 
that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  imperative  upon  oa  t(^  ^^i^ 
say  whether,  in  our  action  here,  we  do  intend  t»  *^ 
express  a  judgment  pro  or  con.    Sunely  this  can*  v 
not  wound  the  sentiment  of  the  disdnguiahed  Gov-  ^ 
emor  of -Hungary.    BuJ  whether  it  does  or  does  -^^ 
not,  we  are  here  the  representatives  of  the  Amer-  ^ 
ican  people,  not  responsible  to  Kossuth,  but  to  iha  '^ 
people  of  this  country — responsible  for  the  exer-    1 
cise  of  an  important  trust,  and  the  ntanner  in  ^ 
which  we  shall  exercise  it  will  have  an  important  ^  ^ 
bearing  upon  the  present  and  future  pe^ee  and  ^ 
prosperity  of  the  country.    I  have  done  notbiDg» 
and  I^hiul  do  nothing  captiously.    I  am  wiUtngto  V; 
do  all  proper  honors  to  this  distinguished  man,  but 
I  am  not  prepared  to  show  him  such  honors  as 
never  have  been  shown  to  any  living  man.     If  it    ' 
is  the  will  of  his  friends  to  vote  him  an  invitattoa 
within  the  bar  of  this  House,  when  we  hare  suffi- 
ciently discussed  the  question  to  show  to  tha 
American  people  that  we  do  not  intend  to  indorse 
his  doctrine,  tnen  I  am  willing  to  withdraw  oppo- 
sition and  invite  him  in.    But  you  cannot  s«parata 
this  distinguished  man  firom  the  great  prin^iplsa  he 
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What  does  he  tell  you  every  day?  He 
says,  1  am  not  here  to  be  complimented.  I  am 
here  to  procure  the  rec(igiution  ma  ^reat  national 
pbneipU.  And  this  is  the  shield  wniclrhe  bears 
heiveea  himself  and  the  American  people,  from 


^  to  day.  No  man,  I  undertake  to  say,  can  ap- 
■ivh  hint  except  through  this  shield.  You  must 
Miiie  his  doctrines,  or  he  seeks  no  intercpurse 


iriHyoo.  I  am  for  saying,  in  the  language  of 
IMamendment,  that  we  neimer  indorse  nor  refuse 
lssi&>ree  his  doctrines  at  this  time,  reserving  any 
ndi  f^pestioQ  until  a  proper  case  shall  aris<. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  do  not  rise  even  for  thepur- 
Msc  of  making  a  five  minutes  speech,  but  to  ask 
She  friends  of  the  resolution  to  abstain  from  speak- 
m^,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  but  not  any 
*siMa4ment.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Qmmak,]  who  last  spoke,  requested  the  friends 
sT  the  resolution  not  to  offer  amendments.  I  re- 
quest them  not  to  make  ^)eeches  of  five  minutes 
■  answer  to  amendments.  That  is  all  I  have  to 
«T.    Let  OS  have  the  question. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  demanded  tellers  upon  the 
pgtfina;  which  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Ykwable 
■id  Mr.  F0W1.KR  appointed. 

The  question  being  tedcen  upon  the  amendment, 
Aere  were  in  the  amrmative  53,  and  in  the  aega- 
livt  56-^oo  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND  asked  to  have  a  recount. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  by  unanimous 
caiwint  there  might  be  a  recount. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  objected. 

fOries  of  "  Call  the  roU!"  "  Call  the  rofll'T 

The  roU  was  then  called,  and  the  names  of  the 

noted;  the  committee    rose,  and  the 

having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman 

eoaunittee  reported  the  facts  to  the  House, 

the  names  of  tne  abseillees. 

JL  qporam  being  present,  the  committee  resumed 
IbflMHon. 

^  Mr.  CLCNGMAN.    I  move  that  the  committee 
Mi.    Let  us  ad|ourn.    I  never  saw  a  nunority 
Mi*  beat  in  this  House — ^we  have  tried  it  often. 
M^«^  worth  while  to  ke^  up  the  struggle. 

Aa  question  was  then  taiten;  and  it  wassgreed 

cemmittee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
~  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had 
aCaie  of  the  Union  generally  ujider  consid- 
hol  came  to  no  collusion  thereon. 
GUNGMAN.    1  believe  I  will  make  a 
aootion,  that  whan  the  House  adjourns, 
k>  meet  on  Monday  next. 
"No!"  "No!"  "No!"] 

ELAND  demanded  ttie  yeas  and 
ey  were  not  ordered, 
n  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
and  on  division  there  were— «yes 

tM>tion  was  agreed  to. 
lOftJl  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
^j  SPEAEIER.    Will  the  eentleman  with- 
ifefftfx  saotion,  to  enable  the  Uhair  to  dispose 
-4Mat  Executive  documents  ? 
^JptO&R  withdrew  his  motionr* 

€A8B  OF  J.  8.  THRASHER. 

r  SBsww  to  the  resoiutioo  of  the  Houm  of  R«|»> 

Oif  ibe  15tli  ulcimn,  ciUing  for  iaformation  r»- 

tte  topriaonment,  trisi,  and  sentence  of  John  S. 

rta  dM  IfllsDd  of  Cuba,  1  trtntmit anoclier  report 

tAf  fleerstsry  of  State. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
mMmawio»»  Jammarg  9,  IdSS. 

ttt  BAYLY  moved  that  the  communication 

panying  documents  be  referred  to  the 

Hi— lilii  I  on  Foreign  Afiairs,and  printed. 

.  Mr.  RjOYD  moved  to  amend  tne  motion,  by 

dttlg  thereto  tlieae  words: 

the  CoBwaHtee  00  Foretgn  Afldni  be  instniet- 
watt  apoa  Louis  Kostutb,  and  introduce  btm  to 


ViSSi 


flhi  that  aM>tion,  he  asked  the  previous  question. 
T&m  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendmeat  out  of 

^Sii|iiection  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Batlt's 
mt/Stm^  imd  it  was  agreed  to. 
9b  liie  eommunication  was-referred  to  the  Com- 
-MlPoragn  Afiairs. 

MBXICAN  IJIDKMNITT. 

a  eopvof  a  letler  of  ttae5MHh  instsnt, 

wv  M  Slate  by  tbe  contrsctors  for 

t  due  to  Mexico,  punuaat  to  the 


treaty  of  Oaudalupe  Hklalfo,  representing  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  appropriation  wf  uongress  MT  the  money  no- 
cessary  for  that  purpose. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
Washinotoic,  Dtcemher  99, 185L 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLAIM  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
commimication  from  the  Treasurv  Department, 
traasmitting,  in  eompUanee  with  tne  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  17th  instant,  a  statement  of  the 
acoounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Maryland  for  advances  made  by  said  State 
during  the  war;  also,  for  advances  made  to  aid  in 
the  erection  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  introduced  the  resolution 
calling  for  that  information,  and  I  am  instructed 
by  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  Colonel 
Howard,  to  ask  that  the  subject-matter  of  that 
commimication  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
I  move  that  it  be  so  referred .  The  communication 
relates  to  it  claim  of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  refer  the 
communication  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  that  it  be  orinted. 

The  question  beinenrst  taken  upon  Mr.  Jokbs 's 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  commimication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

DEFICIBNCT  BSTIMATES. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Navy  Department,  sub- 
mitting estimates  for  the  defteieneies  in  the  appro- 
priations under  the  control  of  that  droartment,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  90th  June,  IS.'w,  amounting 
to  ^19,888  94. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
commimication  was  reforred  to  the  Coountttee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

RELATIVE  RANK  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
oommiuication  from  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Charleston,  relative  to  relative  raak  for  the  aur- 
geons  in  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Mr.  FITCH  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  me- 
morial might  with  propriety  go  either  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  or  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Militaiy  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  that  neither  of  those  com- 
mittees is  composed  of  doctors,  and  this  memorial 
should  go  to  a  committee  of  doctors. 

Mr.  FITCH.  If  gentlemen  will  examine  that 
memorial  they  will  see  that  there  is  no  standinr 
committee  to  which  it  can  properly  be  referred;! 
hope,  therefore,  that  it  wiU  go  to  a  selelbt  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Does  not  that  communication 
refer  to  the  subject  of  rank  in  the  Navy  ? 

Mr.  FITCH.    In  part,  only. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  It  refers  also  to  rank  in  the 
Army. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  so  much  of  the  communication  as  refers 
to  relative  rank  in  the  Navy  be  referred  to  the 
Naval  Conunittee;  and  that  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  same  subject  in  the  Army,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wUl  modify  my^ motion  in 
that  way. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Biiskll's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  Xo^ 

Mr.  ORR.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that 
there  is  a  portion  of  that  communication  that  has 
not  been  referred  by  the  action  just  taken  by  the 
House,  and  therefore  I  think  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Fitch,]  to  re- 
fer ue  communication  to  a  select  committee  wdi 
theproper  one^ 

The  SPEAKER.  After  reading  the  paper,  the 
Chair  is  of  tlie  opinion  that  the  whole  or  it  has 
been  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  ArkansMi 
the  Houfia  thea  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  kc. 

Tbe  (Mlowing  petitions,  memoriila,  Bic.,  were  |N«eetited 
under  the  nile,  and  referred  to  tbe  appropriate  committee* : 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN :  Tbe  petition  of  Jodab  Smitb  aad 
904  otberv,  of  Bangor,  Maine^  for  land  reform. 

AI0O,  Ibe  petition  of  Joaepn  Webb,  for  increase  oT  pea- 
rion. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER :  The  petitioo  <if  Thomas  Billiard 
and  others,  dtisens  of  Ma«sacbut>etts,  for  tbe  erection  of  a 
breakwater  at  Dennis,  in  BamstaUe  Bay. 

By  Mr.  MASON :  The  petition  of  J.  Decret,for  bounty 
land  for  E.  Thoron^s  heirs. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  JosbnaDlckersoo  and 
124  other  citizens  of  Guernsev  county,  Ohio,  praying  that 
the  employment  of  chaplains  in  tbe  Navy,  Army,  and  Con- 
gress, may  hereafter  be  dispensed  with. 

Also,  that  the  petition  and  papers  of  George  W.  Cassidar, 
on  tile  in  tbe  office  of  tbe  CleA,  be  referred  to  tbe  Ck>mmitr 
tee  on  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  MANN:  Tbe  memorial  of  tbe  Religious  Bocie^ 
of  Friends  of  New  Englmnd,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  tbe  fogi- 
tive  slave  law. 


IN  SENATE, 

MoNOAT,  JtMuary  5,  1652. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  At  the  request  of  divera 
persons,  I  desire  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
while  I  submit  a  motion  which  T  hope  will  pass 
with  unanimity.  It  is  to  suspend  the  rules  or  the 
Senate  so  far  as  to  admit  ladies  behind  the  bar  of 
the  Senate  Chamber. 

Gentleman  can  at  any  time  call  and  see  tlie 
illustrious  stranger  whom  we  are  to  receive  to- 
day; but  if  ladies  are  not  now  gratified,  another 
occasion  may  not  perhaps  be  presented  to  them. 
I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  my  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Tlie  motion  cannot  be 
received  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

There  being  no  objection  the  motion  was  re- 
ceived an^  ag^ed  to. 

A  great  number  of  ladies  Were  then  admitted, 
filling  ail  the  space  without  the  bar.  The  circular 
gallery  was  occupied  exclusively  by  ladies  from 
an  early  hour;  and  the  usual  occupants  of  the  Re- 
porters^ Gallery  were  placed  in  a  dilemma  between\ 
duty  and  gallantry.  Gallimtry  was  triumphant; 
and  any  imperfections  in  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings— any  defects  in  the  history  of  this  day's 
transactions — will  meet  with  charitable  consiaer- 
ation  wherever  gallantry,  their  cause,  has  po- 
tency. 

In  the  group  of  gentlemen  present  several  for- 
eign embassies  had  their  representatives.  Amongst 
them  were  three  oMoeAes  of  the  British  Lection. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Hon.  A.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Hon.  John  J. 
Crittenden,  and  probably  other  Cabinet  officers, 
were  in  the  crowd  of  ex-senators,  members,  and 
ex-members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
otlier  distinguished  gentlemen. 

THE  SMITHSONIAN  ItTSTITUTI^. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Foavkt,  their  Clerk,  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  PatfsinBMT :  The  Ro«iie  of  BepraseDtsttvei,  in  eom- 
pltenee  with  the  provisiMu  of  tbe  act  to  establifb  the 
Smithsonian  Institation  for  tbe  incresae  and  diinisloB  of 
knowlcNige  among  BMn,  have  aepoittted  Mr.  CoLooca, 
Mr.  Fitch,  and  Mr.  Mbacham,  Regents  on  their  part. 

PSTITIONS. 

Mr.  McRAE  presented  a  petitioii  of  the  late 
and  present  land  offieers  at  Jaekson,  Miaaissippi, 
praying  compensaition  for  locating  military  boun- 
ty land  warrants;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  pedtion  of  H.  M. 
Bell  and  David  roints,  aseifltant  marshals  in  ta- 
king the  Seventh  Census,  of  Augusta  county, 
Virginia, prayin|^  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  tne  Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  prayine 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  piers  ana 
harbors  of  tne  Delaware  river  and  bay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  H.  Parker  and  sixty 
other  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing the  enactment  of  a  law  to  prohioit  the  intro- 
duction into  the  porU  of  the  United  States  of 
foreign  convicts,  felons,  and  paupers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Coipmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
underwriters  of  the  city  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  the  reconstruction  of  the  lieht- 
house  on  &ina  Key>  on  the  coast  of  Florida;  which 
vi^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
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Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  peiitinn 
of  Benjamin  Arnold,  pmyiog  compcnsalion  for 
damages  done  to  his  property  By  the  enemy  during 
the  last  war  with  Great  Briiam;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  prayinp 
that  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath 
may  be  proliibited  by  law;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  oa  the  Post  OiRce  and  Post  Roads 

Also,  three  memorials  of  merchants  of  Phila- 
delptiia,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  piers  and  harbors  in  the 
Delaware  river  and  bay ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the  office 
of  Chaplain  in  the  public  service  may  be  abol- 
ished; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs* 

Mr:  PELCH  presented  six  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Michigan,  praving  a  grant  of  public  land  to 
the  Zilwaukie  Grand  Traverse  and  Mackinaw 
Plank  Road  Company,  to  aid  in  the  eonstmction 
of  their  road;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Elducation  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  a  erant  of  land  to 
that  State  for  the  use  or  the  State  Normal  School, 
equivalent  in  value  to  the  land  originally  granted 
for  that  purpose,  of  which  the  State  has  been  de- 

f  rived;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
^ublic  Lands. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Clark,  praying  that  a  contract  may  be  entered 
into  witn  him  for  rebuilding  the  light-house  on 
Minot's  Ledge,  near  Boston  harbor;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Middletown,  Wisconsin,  pray- 
ing a  chane e  in  the  laws  providing  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of  John- 
son Lykins,  praying  compensation  for  services  as 
physician  for  the  Osage  nver  band  of  Pottawat^ 
omie  Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  people  of  Iowa,  assembled  in  convention  at 
Iowa  City,  praying  a  grant  of  public  land  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  Uie  Dubuque  and  Keokuck, 
And  the  Davenport  and  Council  Bluffs  railroads; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  that 
a  light-boat  and  fosr  bell  may  be  pmced  on  the 
shoals  ^ast  of  Cape  Roman,  on  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITin>RAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ori^redf  That  tbe  three  peticioM  of  inhabitanto  of  Etodf- 
wick,  Maine,  on  tbe  files  of  tbe  Senate,  in  relation  to  a  port 
•f  entry  at  tbit  irtace,.  be  referred  to  the  Coauniate  on  Cora- 
tneree. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 
Ordm-ed,  Thai  tbe  memorial  <rf^  A.  A.  Praxier  and  Alvin 
Baker,  on  tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  be  n^emd  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ord0redy  That  tbe  oetilion  of  Joseph  Byrd,  on  tbe  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  reAirea  to  tbe  Committee  on  AUUttuy  AflTaini. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  lands  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  with  rifht  of  way, 
from  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  by  way  of  Peoria,  Illi- 
nois, and  Burlington,  Iowa,  to  the  Missouri 
riter. 

Mr.  GWIN  g^ave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  in 
the  State  of  California  and  Territory  of  Oregon,  to 
establish  an  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AiiHirs  for  the  Pacific  coast,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  MORTON  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  Blank  road  fVom  'the  city  of  Pensacola,  in 
Florida,  to  the  town  of  Montgomery,  in  Alabama. 

Mr.  RUSK  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  introdaoe  a  joint  resolution  authoriamg  the 


Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  the  placing  of 
an  ice-boat  on  the  Potomac  river. 

Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  that  he  shduld  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **A  bill  for 
therelief  of  Kennedy  and  Darling.*' 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  FELCH,  aereeably  to  previous  notice., 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing to  the  State  of  Michigan  the  right  of  wa^  and 
a  donation  of  public  lands  for  the  purpose  ot  con- 
structing a  canal  or  railroad  across  tlie  peninsula 
of  Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

He  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Mich- 
igan; which  was  rrad  a  first  and  second  time  bj 
its  title,  and  referred-  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  redemption  of  certain  Choctaw  annuities; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
e;rant  to  the  city  of  Burlington,  in  Iowa,  the  land 
heretofore  reserved  between  that  city  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  reported  back  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  have,  afler  considerable  labor,  prepared 
an  amendment  which  they  have  instructed  me  to 
ofiTer  to  the  Senate  bill,  providing  for  the  as- 
signabilitj  of  land  warrants. » I  ask  that  it  may  be 
received  informally,  and  ordered  to  be  printsd.  It 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printea. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A. 
S.  Williamson,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  tne  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Allen  G.  Johnson^  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  r^x>rt  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sidney  A.  AUcott,  was 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to 
allow  him  to  enter  land  in  Michigan,  fc^  which  in 
1836  he  paid  (200,  but  jieglected  to  enter.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  reiul  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Judith 
Worthen,  deceased,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorized and  required  to  pay  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the 
heirs  of  Judith  Worthen,  deceased,  widow  of 
Isaac  Worthen,  late  a  revolutionary  pensioner, 
such  sum  as  she,  if  now  livine,  would  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  under  the  act  of  July  7th,  1838. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  wouW  ask  if  there  is 
any  report  on  this  bill? 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  report  was  made  at  a 
former  session,  but  not  at  this  session. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  would  like  to  hear  iv 
read. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  was 
read. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  trustthat  the  objections 
in  the  mind  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will 
be  relieved  by  the  reading  of  the  report.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  pensioner  in  this  case  was  entitled 
to  a  five  years'  pension  under  theact  of  183^;  that 
the  proofs  were  duly  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions;  but  owing  to  the  press  of 
business  in  that  office  there  was  some  delay  in  the 
decision  of  the  case.  This  delay  out  off  the 
claim.  The  pensioner  was  equitably  entitled  to 
a  pension  unaer  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1838. 
I  nave  had  occasion  to  look  into  the  case,  and  I 
think  there  is  no  valid  objection  to  the  bill.  I  hope 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  make  no  objection. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  made  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Siinate  without 


amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for    ^ 
third  reading. 

A  bill  authorizing  Victor  Morass  to  relinquiai^ 
certain  lAnds,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity  ela^ 
where,  was  read  a  second  time  and  considered  ^^ 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  No  amendment  bein  » 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate  am^ 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  as  in  Commil. 
tee  of  the  Whole  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Melrose;  and 

A  bill  nnnting  a  pension  to  Sally  F.  Floyd, 
widow  ofGeoige  R.  C.  Floyd,  late  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
amendment  being  made  thereto,  they  were  report- 
ed to  the  Senate. 

Order*d^  Thatttiey  be  eagroated  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  a  portion  of 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  deceased  sol- 
diers. 

It  had  been  reported  back  from  the  Coipmittee 
on  Military  Affairs  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  ask  that  it  be  passed  over 
for  the  prbsent.    It  requires  some  investigation . 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  passed 
over.  It  has  been  before  tne  Senate  the  last  few 
sessions,  and  has  not  been  passed  because  it  has 
never  been  properly  reached.  It  is  a  biH  of  great 
merit,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  now  consider 
and  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  bill  will  give  rise  to  dis- 
cussion.   I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  must  ask  the  yeas  &nd 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  My  object  is  not  to  oppoae 
the  bill,  but  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into 
the  facts 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  the  Senator  will  withdraw 
the  motion  1  will  explain  the  merit  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  DAWSON.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  is  a  proposition  to  revive 
that  portion  of  the  apt  of  1816  which  granted  five 
gears'  half  pay  to  the  widows  of  soldiers  who  died 
m  Uie  service,  or  of  wounds  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  service,  in  the  war  of  1813.  Tliere  art 
but  few  of  those  widows  now  remaining.  There 
are  no  minor  children  entided  to  benefit  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1816,  and  but  very  few 
widows.  Those  widows  are  old  and  naan^r  of 
them  destitute.  There  now  remain  imt  a  small 
remnant  of  the  widows  of  those  gallant  men  who 
fell  in  defertbe  of  their  country  in  tbe  war  of  1812, 
or  who  died  of  disease  contracted  in  that  waor. 
This  is  a  bill,  which  it  appears  tome^  appesLls  no< 
only  to  the  sympathies  but  to  the  sense  of  juatica 
of  every  one.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  tha 
precise  number  of  those  widows  now  reoMiaia^, 
because  when  the  five  years  expired — that  is  in 
1821 — all  these  persons  passed  oflT  the  pension 
roll.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to  obtain  infornia^ 
tion  from  the  Pension  Office,  as  to  their  number* 
fails.  The  Pension  Office  cannot  ^ve  the  inform- 
ation, but  any  one  who  will  look  into  the  noatter 
will  perceive  that  there  can  be  but  very  few  ol 
those  widows  remaining.  So  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge extends,  most  of  Uiem  are  very  poor.  Soma 
of  them  ore  infirm.  I  know  in  my  own  Stata 
some  one  or  two  only,  and  I  learn  froan  other* 
that  there  are  very  few  in  any  of  the  States.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  Senator  will  not  make  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  will  let  it  ba 
passed. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  ask  whether  the  hi^ 
proposes  that  the  pensions  shall  be  from  1S91  M 
the  present  time,  or  shall  commence  after  thd 
passage  of  this  act  ? 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  the  Senator  will  let  tba 
bill  be  read,  he  will  see  what  are  its  provisions. 

The  bill  was  read  accordingly.  It  provides  thai 
so  much  of  the  act  of  Apnl  16,  1816,  entitlal 
'*An  act  making  further  provision  for  milit&r^ 
services  during  the  late  war,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses,"  as  applies  to  the  widows  of  deoeasei 
soldiers,  and  which  expired  by  limitation  fiti 
years  after  the  passage  of  that  act,  should  lag 
thereby  revived  and  extended  during  the  naturM 
life  of  any  widow  therein  described. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    I  perceive  that  that  bill  ^ 
a  thirty  years'  pension  to  all  these  widowa  t 
are  living;  and  according  to  the  pritftice  whi 
has  prevailed,  I  suppose  that  the  chiklren  of 
who  nave  died  in  tne  mean  time  will  claim  up 
the  time  of  the  death  of  their  parent 
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Mr,  BORLAND.  I  would  say  to  the  Senator 
that  «uch  is  not  mv  tinderstanding  of  the  pro- 
visoos  of  the  bilU  1  understand  it  to  anply  from 
Uie  piucsa^  of  the  act.  That  is  the  view  of  the 
cofBinittee.,  It  does  not  grant  a  thirty  years'  pen- 
Mr-  DAWSON.  1  think  that  the  construction 
rAe  bffl  is  contrary  to  tliat  given  by  the  Senator 
^  Arkansas.  1  think  it  gives  a  pension  for 
irtT  yeara.  I  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 
Tse  motion  was  agreed  to. 

lUlHCIAL  SYSTEM  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
mbaittctf  by  Mr.  BfrrLER,  on  the  2d  instant,  to 
reeomader  t^  vote  referring  to  the  Committee  on 
tlie  Jadiciary  the  bit!  to  amend  the  act  ent^itled 
«  An  act  proposing  lo  the  State  of  Texas  the  es- 
tafafishmeat  of  her  northern  and  western  bounda- 
ruB,  tke  i^nmiMfament  by  said  State  of  all  terri- 
lorr  claimed  by-her  exterior  to  said  bonndaries, 
aM  of  «U1  her  claims  npon  the  United  States,  and 
lo-eaCablish  a  territorial  government  for  the  terri- 
tffry  of  New  Mexico,"  approved  September  9, 
I8a0;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Or4trBdy  That  the  ImJI  bcrtftrred  to  ttie  Committee  on 


PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  DOWNS.    I  move  to  postpone  th^  prior  i 
SMoal  orders,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
tffief  of  WiUiam4)arby. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliofe. 

Il provides  that  there  shall  be  paid  to  William 
Darby  the  aura  of  f  1,500,  in  full  compensation  for 
Wor  and  materials  furnished  in  surveying  and 
aitinfc  a  map  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  in 
^vears  1812  and  1813. 
Ifr.  DOWNS.  I  wish  to  state  very  briefly  to 
ioate  the  merits  of  this  bill.  It  was  intro- 
during  the  last  Conmss,  and  referred  to  a 

eomraittee,  as  it  could  not  be  referred  to  any 

'  ipf  ikm  Btsnding  committees  with  propriety.    The  ' 

Seeretainr  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Corwin)  j 

.= of  that  select  committee.   A  favora- 

I  made,  and  the  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
lie^  iMt  ftilad  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
piivaie  bills  did.    It  proposes  compensation 
—  important  services  rendered  by  this  dis- 
ed  geo^pher,  William  Darby,  at  an  early 
Qj^lonng  what  was  then  a  new  country, 
-Haiana  and  Arkansas.  For  that  service  ne 
Ik  and  the  committee  considered,  that  he 
'  to  this  very  moderate  and  reasonable 
m.     I  hope,  therefore,  that  there  will 
Kion  to  the  bill. 

se  reported  a  much  larger  sum  for 
m  value  formerly;  and  this  bUl  Was 
opposed  before.    It  then  |iassed  the 
^'I  hope  it  wiU  pass  again  without  op- 
Mr.  Darby  is  now  a  verjr  old  man, 
■■  ,  ig  himself  oy  his  own  labor  in  a  subor- 

git^ta  under  the  Government. 
« PRESIDENT  interposed,  and  the  honor- 
faator  yielded  the  floor,  it  being  understood 
tin  diatinguished  guest  of  the  Senate  was 
MlHt to  enter. 
Ob»tion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  bill  was  laid 

RECEPTION  OP  LOUTS  KOSSUTH. 

Alone  o*clock  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
HeaArown  open,  and  Governor  Kossuth,  sup- 
fWHd  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate 
m  fatioaace  him,  the  Hon.  James  shields,  the 
B«k  Wm.  H.  Seward,  and  the  Hon.  Lewis 
Cass,  entered  and  advanced  Within  the  bar,  the 
Seaate  rising  to  receive  them. 

l%a  tttUe  of  €k)vemor  Kossuth,  in  military  uni- 
Anat^weregrouped  below  the  bar. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  addressed  the  President,  as  fol- 


'^Mr^  President,  we  have  the  honor  to  introduce 
Iidlda  Kaasnth  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. " 

"Am  PRESIDENT  pro  (empore  then  addressed 
liil,  as  foOowat 

^imi»  Ko0<uth,I  welcome  you  to  the  Senate  of 
Ikf  Hailed  Butea,  The  committee  will  conduct 
i  tttlha  aaat  which  I  have  caused  to  be  prepared 

ifcan  condueted  to  a  chair  in  front  of  the 
V  dttkt  and  seated  with  the  Committee 

roae  some  timeaflerwards  and 


said;  Mr.  President,  with  a  viewof  aflbrdingSen- 
aiors  an  opportunity  of  paying  their  respects  to 
our  illustrious  guest,  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn.  ' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  descended  to  the  floor 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  introduced  to  Governor 
Kossuth  by  the  oommittee.  The  other  Senators 
were  also  severally  introduced;  after  which  gen- 
tlemen ^d  ladies  present  in  great  number»iiought 
the  same  gratiflcaaon.  Amongst  the  incidents  of 
the  levee,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  when  the  mar- 
tial figure  of  General  Houston  approached  Kossuth, 
there  appeared  to  be  a  special  attraction  in  the  per- 
son of  the  hero  of  San  Jacinto.  The  introduction 
having  been  made,  the  following  brief  but  expres- 
sive dialo^e  ensued: 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Sir,  you  are  welcome  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

M.  KOSSUTH.  I  can  only  w»k  I  had  been 
as  successful  as  you,  sir. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  God  graat  that  you  may 
yet  be  so. 

Subsequently  the  distin^ished  stranger  was 
conducted  to  the  Vice  President-'s  room,  to  which 
the  President  pro  tern,  and  Senators  retired  with 
him.  

ScKATi  Cbambkr,  January  3, 1859. 
7b  tke  EStorof  the  Congretaional  Olobe :  , 

Dbak  Sir  :  Ton  will  find  me  reported,  in  tiie  proeeedings 
of  the  Senate  to-day,  as  voung  asainst  layins  the  nieniorial 
of  "  The  Industrial  CnngreM  of  the  ciiy  of  New  York" 
upon  the  table.  I  write  this  by  way  of  explanation,  lest  the 
mere  vote,  without  remark,  may  be  mtsunderstood .  I  voted 
SfaiJMt  lavinf  the  memorial  on  the  taUe,  and  would  have 
voted  for  ita  refereoce  to  the  Committeft  on  Forei^  Rtla- 
tioas.  not  that  I  fovor  the  views  or  wiah<w  of  the  memorial- 
ists, but  because  I  regard  this  movement  of  theirs  as  on*  of 
a  series  which  is  now  in  rapid  progress  of  development, 
the  effect  of  which,  if  Ikvored  by  Congress,  is  to  involve  us 
in  the  pnUtieal  aflkirs  of  other  countries,  in  a  way  and  to  an 
extent  not  intended  or  recognised  by  die  Constitutioir,  and 
which,  in  my  opinion,  can  end  only  in  changing  the  char- 
acter of  our  Oovemment.  and  bringing  ruin  upon  our  coun- 
try. Such  movements,  tfireatening,  as  I  believe,  great  evil 
to  the  country,  should  be  met  and  arrested  (so  tar  as  Con- 
gress may  be  able  to  arrest  them)  at  the  threshold.  To  give 
them  the  go-by,  by  Ia]ring  the  propesiuon  to  consider  them 
upon  the  table,  is,  in  my  o|rinion,  but  to  cover  the  flame  at 
a  single  point  of  its  exhibition,  with  the  certain  effector 
stlmuiaflng  and  encouruing  toe  efforts  of  those  whose 
vocation  seems  to  be  to  pue  meJ  upon  the  fires  of  its  source. 
I  am  for  meeting  tlie  evil  at  once,  by  referring  its  consider- 
ation to  an  appropriate  committee,  and,  when  their  report 
should  be  brought  in,  by  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate, bv  an  emphatie  vote,  npon  the  merits  of  the  whole 
qunnon. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  bdieve  that  our  Government  was 
fbrmed,  and  we,  the  representatives  of  those  Who  Ibrmed  it, 
were  sent  here  for  tbe  sole  and  exclusive  purpose  of  legis- 
lating for  the  pfomotion  of  Amertean  interests.  I  find  no 
authority  in  the  Constitution  under  which  I  bold  my  seat 
here,  and  which  alone  prescribes  and  Hrolts  my  duties  and 
powers,  to  do  ansrtbing  else ;  and  in  the  teachings  and  ad- 
monitions of  the  <*  Father  of  his  Country,"  and  of  those 
wise  men  who  cooperated  with  him  in  framing  and  admin- 
istering the  Government,  I  find  tlie  highest  and  strongest 
considerations,  if  additional  ones  were  needed,  for  keeping 
within  these  well-defined  and  sacred  limits. 

As  individuals,  we  may  righfUly  sympathise  with  whom 
we  please ;  and  1  would  remove  every  legal  barrier  which 
now  prevents  the  citixens  of  our  country,  as  individiuils, 
from  manifesting  any  sympathy  they  mav  feet  for  any  man 
or  any  cause,  by  deeds  as  well  as  words.  But  as  public 
functionaries,  deriving  all  our  duties  and  powers  solely  and 
exclusivdy  from  the  Constitution,  which  we  have  sworn  to 
support,  I  hold  that  American  interests  and  American  citi- 
zens alone  can  claim  our  official  interference  and  protec- 
tion .  When  we  undertake  to  go  beyond  these  limits,  in  my 
opinion  we  usurp  powers  whien  were  never  eoaferred  upon 
us,  and  eater  upon  a  career  viiiicb  can  end  only  in  rain  to 
ttiose  wtHMe  interests  we  were  appointed  to  lake  care  of. 

I  hope,  and  doubt  not,  an  opportunity  will  soon  occur 
when  such  action  as  I  have  indicated  may  be  taken  upon 
this  general  subject  Then  f  shall  be  prepared  to  vote,  and 
to  give  at  length  mrreasons  for  it.  For  the  prMent  I  de- 
sire only  thavthis  brief  expression  of  opinion  may  go  tn  the 
public  along  with  the  vote  it  is  intended  to  explain.  Do  me 
ttie  fkvor,  therefore,  to  let  this  appear  in  the  same  number 
of  your  paper  with  this  dfl^^  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
and  oblige  yours. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

SOLON  BORLAND,  0/ Jtrftan«a«. 

P.  8.  I  am  authorized  to  say  thsi  other  Senators  who 
voted  as  I  did  were  influenced  by  similar  eonsiderations 
with  those  which  governed  my  voce.  S.  B. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday )  Jonuary  5, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  Was  read  and  approved. 

THE  COMFORT  OF  THE  MEMBERS. 

The  SPEAKER.  Some  days  ago  a  resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  be  authorized  to 


•  cause  such  arrangements  to  be  made  in  the  inte- 

•  rior  of  the  Hall  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
« general  health  of  the  members.'*  The  Speaker 
has  looked  into  the  matter,  and  is  at  a  loss  to 
determine  what  can  be  done  to  increase  the  com- 
fort  of  the  members  in  that  portion  of  the  Hall, 
Upon  consulting  those  members,  however,  there 
seems  to  be  a  ^neral  concurrence  of  opinion,  ^at 
nothing  could  improve  their  condition  so  much  as 
to  have  another  assistant  doorkeeper  appointed  to 
guard  the  door  to  the  Gallery  in  that  quarter. 
The  Chair  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  that  assistant  doorkeeper  or  mes- 
soQcer,  without  the  consent  of  the  House.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  for  the  House  to  determine 
whether  an  additional  messenger  shall  be  appointed 
or  not.  The  Chair  is  assured  by  gentlemen  in 
that  Quarter  of  the  Hall,  that  such  an  appointment 
would  greatly  improve  their  condition;  and  he 
asks  to  he  instructed  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  presume  thero 
will  be  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  an  assistant  to  the 
Doorkeeper  will  be  appointed. 

THE  RECEPTION  OF  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 
Mr.  CARTTER.    I  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  offer 
the  following  resolution.  I  have  simply  to  say,  that 
if  we  seek  to  do  respect  to  the  disUnguished  man 
named  in  that  resolution,  we  must  do  it  between 
this  and  Friday,  for  upon  that  day  he  is  to  leave 
this  city. 
The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
^^Reeolvedf  That  a  oommittee  of  five  be  appolhiedby  the 
Speaker  to  wait  ujNm  Loois  Kossath,  and  introduce  him 
to  the  House  of  Eepr«seatatives." 

«M^  STEPHENS,  of  Geoigia,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  BUBpead  the 
rules.  

Mr.  STUART.  For  tlie  purpose  of  obviating 
a  difficulty,  which  suf^iests  itself  to  the  minds  of 
someof  the  members,  Iproposato  offer  an  amend- 
ment, which  I  desire  to  have  Vmd;  and  which  I 
ask  the  mover  of  the  resolution  to  accept. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  discuss 
the  resolution,  until  it  is  before  the  House.  The 
amendment  can  only  be  offered  by  unanimous  COB* 
sent. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  HEBARD  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  in  order. 
But  the  motion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  to  suspend  the  rules,  is 
also  in  order,  and  takes  precedence;  and  upon  that 
motion  there  can  be  no  debate. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  sure  no  gentleman  will 
object  to  the  reading  of  the  amendment  which  I 
propose  to  offer,  i  only  desire  to  have  it  read  for 
mfbrmation. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  do  obj^t,  and 
I  would  state  the  reasons  for  my  objection  if  the 
Chair  would  ^ve  me  leave. 

Mr.  STUART.    Well,  I  have  the  rirht  to  pro- 

eound  the  inquiry  to  the  gentleman  who  offiered 
le  resolution,  in  order 

TheSPEAKEIR.  No  discussion  is  in  order. 
There  is  no  motion  before  the  House  which  can 
be  acted  upon,  except  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules;  and  not  until  the  rules  are  suspended  can 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stuart]  offer 
his  ammdment. 

Mr.  STUART  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  hope  the  modification  will 
also  be  read,  so  that  gentlemen  may  understand 
what  it  is. 

Cries  of  "Read  it!"  "Read  it!" 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wiU  withdraw  my  object 
tion,  as  gentlemen  around  me  are  desirous  of  hear* 
inff  the  resolution  read.  * 

The  proposed  amendmfent  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

And  that  the  ohairman  of  that  committee  introduce  him 
in  these  words:  "We  introduce  Louis  Kossath  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates.  '*  Upon  which  the 
members  are  recommended  to  rise ;  and  the  Speaker  will 
invite  Mm  to  be  sealed.  *> 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — yete 

117,  nays  51;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  ChadSs  AUen,  WUli«  Allen,  AlliMm, 
Andrews,  John  Appleton.  Babeock,  Bartlett,  Beale,  BeU, 
Bowne,  Breclcenridge,  Brenton,  Brigtf ,  BueU,  Biurows, 
Busbry,  Joseph  Cable,  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chapman,  Chaslaia, 
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Clark,  Cleveland,  Oinffinsuf,  Conger,  Cottman,  Curtis^  Geo. 
T.  Davis,  John  O.  Davis,  DavrRon,  Dean,  Dimroick,  Disney, 
IK>ty,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Fanlkner,  Pkrkiin,  Florence, 
Fowled,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gtmtnr,  Giddingd,  Oil- 
more,  Ckiudenoiv,  Gorman,  Green,  Grow,  Hart,  Hendricks, 
Henn,  Hlbbard,  Howard,  John  VV.  Howe.  Hunter,  Ingcr- 
•oll,  Ives,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Preston  Kinf ,  Kubns,  Kiinz,  Letcher,  Mace,  Mann,  Ed- 
ward C.  Ma»haU,>fason,  McNair,  Meade,  Miller,  Miner, 
Molony,  John  Moore,  Murray,  Nabers,   Newton;  Olds, 

Seaslee,  Fenn,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Porter,  Price,  Rnntoul, 
idiarrison,  Robbijis,  Robie,  Robinson,  Bcudder,  David  L. 
BesmuHir,  Origen  3  Seymoor,  Skelton,  Smart,  Snow, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H, 
9tanton,  Abraham  r.  Stevens,  St.  Martin,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
fiutberland,  Sweetser,  fienjamin  Thonipnon,  George  VV. 
Thcnnpson,  Tharston,  Townshend,  I'uck,  Walbridge. 
Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Wells,  Addison  White,  and 
Yales— 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercromble,  Aiken,  William  Apple- 
ton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrerfe,  Bocock, 
John  H.  Boyd,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  Clnircli  well,  Cobb,  Cullom,  Edmundson,  Ewin^, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Isham  G.'  Harris,  Sampson  W. 
Harris.  Haven,  Hillyer,  Holladay,  Qou«ton,  Jackson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  Johnson,  Geor^  W.  Jones,  Landry, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  McMiiUin,  MiHson,  Henry 
il,  Moore,  Morehead,  Murphy,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Powell, 
Savafte,  Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Taylor, 
Venable,  Wallace,  Watkins,  An:xander  White,  and  Wil- 
liams — M. 

Previous  to  the  announcement  of  tlie  above 
result,    .^ 

Mr.TllOM  AS  M.  HOWE  said ;  I  hare  reached 
this  Hall,  after  some  three  pr  four  days  of  absence 
by  reason  of  sickness.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
to  record  my  vote  upon  this  question  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  1  ask  leave  to  do  so. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  the 
gentleman  cannot  record  his  vote. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  gentleman 
ttom  Phio  [Mr.  Cartter]  had  leave  to  xnirodmce 
his  resolution,  above  referred  ta. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Upon  that  resolution  I  move 
the  previ&us  question. 

Cries  of  "dood !"  "Good !" 

The  previous  question  then  received  a  second, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  demanded  the  yeas  and  na3rB; 
which  were  ordered. 

Cries  of  *'Read  the  resolution !  *'  <*Read  the  reso- 
hitiw»!" 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read,  as  above 
reported. 

The  question  ¥raa  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  123,  nays  54;  as  follows: 

YfiAS^Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  WUIts  Allen,  AlKson, 
Andrews,  John  Anpleton,  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Bell, 
BowAe,  Breckemidfe,  Brentoii,  Brign,  Bucll,  Burrows, 
Busby,  Joseph  Cable,  Cartter,  Caskio,  Chapman,  Chastain, 
fTlarfc,'  Cleveland,  Cliiigman,  Concer,  Cottman,  Curtis, 
Oeorge  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deauf  Dim- 
mick,  Disney,  Doty,  Dunham,  Bastroan,  Faulkner,  Fick- 
Ho,  Florence,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Puller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry.  Giddings,  Giluiore,  Goodcnow, 
Gorman,  Cfrcen,  Grow,  Hart,  Hascall,  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  Howard,  John  WT  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe, 
Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Ives.  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  Prestcm  King.  Kubi»a,  Kurtau  Letcher,  Lock- 
hart,  Mace.  Mann.  Edwam  C.  Marshall,  Mason,  McNair, 
Meade,  Miller,  Miner,  Molony,  John  Moore,  Murray.  Na- 
bers, Newton,  Olds,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Pc'rkins, 
Polk,  Porter.  Price,  BantouL  Bicharditon,  Bobbins,  Robie, 
Bobinson,  Schermerhom,  Scudder,  David  L.  Beymour, 
Origen  S.  Seymour,  Bkelton,  Smart,  Snow,  Benjamin 
Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton.  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abra- 
ham P.  Stevens,  St.  Martiu,  Sirauon,  Stuart,  Sutherland, 
Bweetser,  Benjamin  Thompson,  George  W*  Tliompson, 
Thurston,  Townshend.  Tuck,  Wivjbridffe,  Walsh.  Ward, 
W^ashbnrn,  Wells,  Addison  White,  and  Yates--1523. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  William  Apple- 
I6n,  Ashe,  Avofett,  ThooMU  U.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bocock, 
Albert  G.  Brown.  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Lewis 
p.  Campbell,  ChurcliweU,  Cobb,  Cullom,  Edraundson, 
Ewing,  Half,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harper,  Isliam  G.  Har- 
ris, Sampson  W.  Harris,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hillyer,  HoKa- 
day,  Houston,  Jackson,  Andrew  J(ihnson,  James  Johnson, 
Bnoert  W.  Johnson,  Gooise  W.  J<Hies,  Landry,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Martin,  McMuTlen,  Millson,  Henry  D.  Moore, 
Morehead,  Murphy,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Powell^Savage,  Scurrv, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Tay lor,  Venabl'a, 
WaUaca,  WatUm,  iUexander  White,  and  William»-^. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  in  ptirsuance 
thereof 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Messrs.  Cartter, 
Clingmav,  Gektrt,  Stakton  of  Kentucky,  and 
PfcASLEft,  to  constitute  the  committee. 

Mr.  CARTTER  rose  to  a  privileged  question, 
and  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wnich  the 
resolution  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  motion  of 
•reconsideration  upon  the  table;  which  latter  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

THE  DOCTRINE  OP  NON-INTERVENTIOJI. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  asked  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  reso- 


lution; which  was  read  for  information,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  declines 
at  this  time  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  or  the  fu- 
ture intervention  or  non-interventioa  of  the  United  States 
tn  tlie  aflUrB  of  other  nations,  believing,  as  it  now  declares, 
that  oo  case  has  yet  arisen  which  requures  such  expression. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  objected. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rulesf  and  upon  that  motion  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded,  but  refused. 

The  question  being  taken, the  House  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

GRANTS  OF  LAND. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  by  undnimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
ffiven,  grantinff  the  riffht  of  way  and  making  a 
donation  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  the  falls  of  the  St.  Louis 
river  to  St.  Pau^  on  the  Mississippi  river;  which 
was  read  a  &rst  and  second  time  oy  its  title. 

Mr.  S.  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories;  ^hich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  and  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  He  had  tried 
to  get  tlie  ear  of  the  Speaker  before  the  question 
was  taken  upon  the  reference,  but  failed. 

Mr.  SIBLEY.     Is  that  motion  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was. 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House  at  this  period  with  remarks  of  any  length, 
on  the  motion  just  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  fo  refer  this  bill  to 
tliat  committee.  We  have  a  standing  committee 
of  this  House,  whose  business  it  is  to  attend  par- 
ticularly to  the  legislation  for  the  Territories.  Now, 
this  bill  is  proposed  to  be  taken  from  the  committee 
to  which  I  believe  it  properly  belongs,  and  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  where, 
to  a  certainty,  it  will  be  served  exactly  as  bills  re- 
ferred to  tha:t  committee  at  the  last  session.  Ter- 
ritorial bills  always  came  in  at  the  heel  of  the 
session,  for  the  reason  that  the  States  have  the 
preference.  We  have  a  standing  committee  with 
special  reference  to  territorial  ^gislation,  and  I 
hope  this  House  will  not,  under  any  circumstancs, 
aeree  in  th(  motion  just  submitted  by  the  chairman 
of  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  trust  that 
they  will  adhere  to  their  decision  that  this  bill  go 
to  tlie  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  is  very  true  there  is  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House  whose  appropriate  duty  it  is 
to  take  charge  of  the  business  of  the  Territories; 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  there  is  another  com- 
mittee of  this  House  whose  duty  it  is  to  adminis- 
ter the  public  domain.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  is  the  ont.  I  believe  that  this  bill  proposes 
to  make  a  grant  of  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  the  construction  of  railroads.  Bills 
making  grants  for  such  works,  and  other  internal 
improvements,  have  uniformly  gone  to  that  com- 
mittee. We  have  before  that  committee  now  a 
great  many  bills  upon  this  subject,  coming  from 
all  parts  of  the  country;  and  the  committee  are 
enaeavoring  to  fix  upon  some  principle  which 
shall  guide  their  actions  upon  all  of  them.  I 
think  It  a  matter  of  great  importance,  in  order  that 
justice  may  be  done  to  every  portion  of  the  Union 
in  reference  to  the  subjects  of  these  bills — ^the 
granting  of  public  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  works  of  internal  improvement — that  all  of 
them  should  be  referred  to  the  same  committee.  If 
it  be  believed  by  this  House  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  is  not  competent  to  discharge  its 
duties,  I  trust  the  bills  upon  this  subject  will  be 
taken  from  them  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories.  Now,  as  to  the  iremark  of  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Siblet,]  that 
this  bill  if  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  will  never  be  heard  of,  I  think  it  is  entirely 
gratuitous.  J  believe  that  that  committee  lure  dis- 
posed— ^nay  more,  determined,  in  regard  to  this 
and  all  other  subjects  that  may  be  referred  to 
them,  to  report  for  or  against.  Now,  the  gentle- 
man's bill,  he  may  rest  assured,  will  be  reported 
upon  time  enough  for  the  action  of  this  Congress. 
Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  gentleman, 
I  had  not  the  least  idea  of  imputing  any  neelect 
of  duty,  or  anj  want  of  attention  oy  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  the  business  that  may 
come  befbre  them.    The  practice  of  this  House 


has  uniformly  shown,  that  whenever  territoria!! 
questions  were  referred  to  committees,  they  haci 
to  yield  to  those  from  States.    In  all  questions 
that  come  before  them — the  Corontittee  on  Public 
Lands,  hs  well  as  the  other  committees — the  Staler 
have  the  preference. 

Mr.  HALL.    I  cannot  tmderstand  the  force  o^ 
tlie  objection  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Min^ 
nesota,  [Mr.  Siblet.]    He  says  that  his  expcri^ 
ence  is,  that  all  committees  have  given  the  prefer-^ 
ence  to  subjects  from  States  over^those  from  th^ 
Territories.    Well,  I  suppose  if  this  matter  goe^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  it  will  be  treatev) 
just  as  it  would  be  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.     1  will  assure  the  gentleman  that  he  need 
not  be  afraid  of  the  non-action  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.    I  am  certain  that  it  wiU  act  at 
the  earliest  practical  period  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  all  similar  bills  that  may  be  committed  to 
its  charge.    My  desire  is,  that  all  these  biUs  may 
go  to  the  same  committee,  as  they  involve  the 
same  principle.    They  may  be  considered  togeth- 
er, and  reported  to  the  House,  so  that  a  like  action 
may  be  had  in  regard  to  all  of  them.  *  There  is 
another  thing  the  gentleman  knows  well:  that  it 
is  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
set  aside  three  days  each  session  for  the  consid- 
eration of  territorial  .business.    He  need  not  be 
uneasy  that  this  or  tha  other  territorial  bills  will 
be  neglected,  as  they  will  come  up  as  territorial 
business,  and  then  will  be  determined  upon  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  flopr,  bul. 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  LAnda — 
whether,  last  Congress,  a  billproviding  for  a  do- 
nation of  public  lands  to  the  Territory  of  Minoe- 
sota  did  not  come  into  the  House  on  the  day  set 
apart  for  territorial  business,  and  under  the  rales 
of  the  House  was  not  acted  upon,  because  it  was 
not  considered  strictly  territorial  business? 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  iM>t  remember  the  case.  The 
decision  of  the  House  then  was  right.  This  is 
not  strictly  of  a  territorial  character,  and  cucbt 
not  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Territories;  mni  if 
it  is  not  territorial  in  its  character,  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  is  improper. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  understand  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  is  the  reference  of  a  bill 
granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  constructioo  of^  railroad. 
I  believe,  according  to  the  uniform  prsctice  of  th« 
House,  this  subiect  properly  belongs  xib  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  ana  not  to  the  Comtniuee 
■on  Territories.    I  expect,  and  I  think  the  country 
expects,  of  that  committee  that  they  will  originate 
some  general  system  upon  this  subject  by  wh^ 
they  will  provide  for  the  construction  of  rosds 
through  the  lands  of  theOovemment  by  donatieofl, 
not  only  in  the  States,  but  in  the  Territories.    I 
am  very  free  to  say,  as  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  that  it  is  a  subject  that  I  do 
not  want  the  charge  of.    We  have  enough  Jo  do 
if  we  discharge  the  other  duties  before  us,  without 
coming  into .  conflict,  as  we  necessarily  should, 
with  the  system  laid  down  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  were  this  bill  referred  to  us. 

Mr.  HEBARD  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to— 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  want  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois — whether  he  does  not  rec- 
ollect that  a  bill  granting  a  donation  of  public 
lands  to  Florida,  passed  during  the  first  session  of 
the  last  Congress,  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  ?  The  Committee  on  Pubhc 
Lands  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  have  no  distinct  rec- 
ollection upon  tHe  subject.    I  will,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman,  say  that  my  opinion  is,  the  Govern' 
ment  ou^ht  to  deal  liberally  with  these  Territori« 
in  donations.    It  is  the  policy  and  interest  of  t^e 
Government  to  do  so— to  settle  them  up  as  ra^ic^W 
as  possible,  by  making  improvements  that  v^nl 
give  facilities  for  settlement,  and  for  the  tranapo  ^' 
ation  to  market  of  the  agricultural  products  ofui^ 
country.    I  am  not  hostile  to'  the  object  of  which 
the  gentleman  is  in  favor;  nor  ^o  I  believe  it  is  (Ae 
policy  of  this  Government,  of  this  House,  or  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  be  so.    I  do  not 
recollect  whether  at  the  laist  session  of  Congressan 
important  bill  of  this  character  came  from  the 
Committee  on  Territories.    I  should  have  no  hes- 
itation in  reporting  such  a  biQ  back  if  I  beHered  it 
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1%^  and  I  speak  only  for  one  member  of  that 
committee, 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  will  withdraw  my  op[>osition 
to  line  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Poblic  Lands. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  did  not  rise  to  discass  the 
fpttioD,  not  baring  way  interest  in  it;  but  merely 
l»WTe  farther  time  m  discussion.  I  will  not  more 
^  previous  question  as  the  bill  is  now  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  'upon  the  motion  to 
nconsider,  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALL,  the  bill  was  then 
referred  to  the  Uommittee  on  Public  Lands. 

XMIGRANTS  FOR  THE  WEST  INDIA  COLONIES. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  tisked  the  unanimous 
esBSCDt  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution 
cslfing  on  the  President  for  information. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  BAYLY  move^  the  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  his  resoltition; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows:  * 

Wheres#fhere  wns  imntA  on  <h€  ItSth  October,  18S0,  by 
te  S«cr«Mry  of  StaM  of  Colonial  Affldra  of  Hie  Britiih 
€0«nz«ieat,  ttie  foHowtog  eirculari  Tiz : 

**CIBCULAm. 
«  DowNiNo  Stbsst,  October  Mli,  1850. 
"Sir:  IbaTel»scfUiio|voatbstithMbfl{|Blimisge8tedto 
■tiata  4eainible  daas  or  emifrantt  Ibr  tbe  wni  India 
Cdoai«B  roicbt  be  iodnced  to  come  to  them  from  aiQong 
Ac  Hack  aadeolored  population  of  tbe  United  Btate«,  wboae 
vriraTaad  location,  tfuief  cbooae  to  come,  wmild,  I  have 
■a  dtsbt,  be  advaatiifeoiM  both  to  themaalvea  and  the  Cok>- 
ttm^  I  asi  noi  aware  of  anything  jvhicb  can  be  done  by 
At  Cofaxiial  Govefpment  to  encourage  9uch  immigration, 
hmfo^i  riMwinf  a  readinesi  to  past  acta  gi  vinf  the  privilege 
«  aalSFSBsattoo  lo  any  loch  pertonfl  at  miKht  come  and 
■livAere,  aowi  proTidinf  that  a  boaaty  should  be  payable 
I  upmicranta  under  such  arrangements  as  may  be 
4«airable.  I  would  also  suggest,  as  deserving  of 
eaiiaa,  whether  laws  might  not  be  passed  rettdering 
•a  certain  condldoas  engaganents  to  paj  sonia  of 
MMfwUeb  may  have  been  agreed  on  by  iBmiigrautK.  al- 
Im^  sodi  engagements  may  have  been  contracted  In 
~  while  tbe  parties  were  in  a  state  of  slavery. 
"Ihave,  kc.,  GREY." 

tbe  subject  referred  to  in  taid  circuUr  is  a 
fdf  dba  deepest  interest  to  tbe  people  of  one  portion  of 
Stacy  ;  now,  therefore. 

That  the  Presideot  or  the  United  States  be  ?«- 

i  to  emnmunicate  to  this  House,  if  not  ineonpatJMe 

«M  As  puWie  intereec,  any  inlbtinaiion  he  may  possess 

mid  circular;  and  partlcularlv  what  action  the 

AasemMies  of  tbe  British  West  India  Islands 

in  purvuance  of  the  suggestions  Contalfted 

ftt BAYLY  dentanded  the  previous  question; 
IJtfkjvas  seconded,  and  under  the  operation 
BBMe  resolution  was  adopted. 

•  WIDOW  OF  G£N.  WORTH. 

^tlfcBilKSOS  asked  the  unaninnous  consent  of 

%|biise  to  take  up  Senats  bill  Ko.  93,  for  the 

~  BAargaret  L.  Worth,  for  the  purpose  of 

;  it  to  a  standing  committee. 

lion  was  made  by  several. 

,  BRIGKSiB  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  tbe 

Sisse  of  allowing  him  to  introduce  his  motion; 
■pon  which  he  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
•itaed,and  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  and 
bo^of  New  York,  were  appointed. 

YW  qucstioo  being  taken,  the  tellers  reported— 
tycB  101,  noes  19. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  was  screed  to. 

Ifr.  BRIGK^S  then  submitted  his  motion;  and 
fhibfll  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
tide. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
Aittee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Cosnaittee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  refer  to 
dm  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and  it  Ytrns  dis- 
cgieul  to. 
-    The  lattM*  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

llr.  ROBBINS  asked  the  tuianimous  consent  of 

Ikm  HoQse  to  introduce  a  resohition,  which  was 

read  for  information,  as  follows,  viz: 

asisfse#.  Tint  the  CommUtea  of  Eleetioaa  be  requested 
lhi^sartiiaBa4  report  the  amount  due  to  Aldermaii  Qallar 
#^  Ibr  asirirna  rendered  as  cooualsioner  to  take  testi* 
MVti  ttm  eoatasied-eleetion  caae  fhmi  the  fourth  district 
if  fflBBMSfvaaia,  la  aeeordance  with  a  reaolutioo  of  ttiis 
■mm,  psMM  JsMsry  99, 1850. 

H^.  R.  ttored  diat  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
4liC}aHphMtiM  of  Biscitons. 
'1lr«'fttMftB»  of  PMrnyivania.    I  move  that 
of  Elections  also  be  requeued  to 


ascertain  the  amount  due  to  John  S.  Littell  for  con- 
testing that  case. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  resolution  is 
not  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood  that 
the  resolution  was  before  the  House  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understood  the  consent  was 
only  for  reading  it  for  information. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvanm  moved  that  it  be  referred  without  the 
Uhair  inquiring  whether  there  was  any  objection 
or  not.  If  there  is  no  objection,  he  will  entertain 
it  now. 

Mf.  JONES.    I  object. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Then  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution  Just  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended.     ^ 

Mr.  ROBBINS  then  demanded  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  andihe  resolution 
was  adopted. 

A  message  was  here  received  irom  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  the  petition  and  papers  of  Samuel 
Spalding  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  them  to 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Ordertdf  That  the  petition  and  papers  relative  to  tbe 
daim  of  Lyon  and  Howard  be  taken  from  the  Clerk's  fles 
and  refbrred  to  the  CkMnnittee  o(  Claims. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  RIVER  8ATANNAH. 

Mr.  JACKSON  asked  the  unanimotls  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  given,  for  the  removal 
of  obstructions  in  the  river  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

Mr.  CLARK  objected. 

Mr.  JACKSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  inqtiire 
of  the  Chair  whether  it  is  resolution  or  peadon 
day? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  rules  it  is  petition 

dey* 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call,  then,  for  the  order  of  the ' 
day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  day  will  be 
to  call  upon  the  States  for  petitions,  beginning 
with  Maine. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution,  and  I  feel 
certain  ^that  no  gentleman  it)  this  House  will  ob- 
ject to  ft  when  they  know  something  about  it.  I 
wiU  eay  a  word * 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  out  of  ordei*. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  wimt  eimply  to  give  an 
idea- 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Chair 
to  allow  discussion  under  the  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Rnohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tbe  Annnesa  and  s(4idity  of  the  foundatiou  of  the  extension 
of  the  Capitol,  now  laid,  and  whetber  tfie  strencth  of  the 
•lone  be  suffieient  U>  uphold  the  superstruetare  aboot  to  be 
erected  thereon. 

Mr.  McNAIR  moved  to  su^>eDd  the  rules. 

A  division  being  asked,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  there  wero— ayes  78,  noes  45. 

Mr.  McNAIR  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered ;  and  Messrs.  McNaik  and  Bkale  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
ayes  77,  noes  34. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  appears  to  be  no  quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn.    On  which  motion, 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  demanded  the , yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered;  when — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution ;  imd  hope 
there  will  be  no  o^ection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  cannot  be  enter- 
tained at  present.  The  proposition  is  now  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  gen- 


tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  McNair*]  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution,  which  will  be  again  read  for  the 
information  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  would  sug- 
gest to  my  colleague  that  if  he  would  substitute 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  the  resolution 
would  pass  without  any  objection. 

Af  r.  McNAIR.    I  prefer  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  tellers  were  ordered,  and 
there  was  no  quorum.  I  ask  for  a  recount,  that 
we  may  see  if  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

A  recount  was  then  had,  (Messrs.  Peniv  and 
McNair  acting  as  tellers,)  ana  there  were — ayes 
84,  noes  42. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  McNAIR  moved  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the^esohraon. 

Mr.  COBB  demanded  tellers;  and  they  were  or- 

Mr.  FOWLEfe.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move 
the  reference  of  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  ? 

The  St^EAKER.  The  reference  will  not  be  in 
order  during  the  pendency  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  think  that  is  the  appropriate 
committee. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  call  for  the 
previous  question,  (Messrs.  FowLEnand  McNair 
acting  as  tellers^  and  resulted — ayea  78,  noes  23* 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
#djoumed. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

Tbe  following  petitions,  memorials,  he.,  were  presented 
under  the  rulK,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  MILLION :  The  petition  of  John  O.  Cohoon, 
admlnlstfator  of  P.  W.  C.  Murrea,  sakisf  pajsMnt  of  pea- 
iion  due  deceased. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  B.  Thomas,  askiuf  compensa- 
tion  on  account  of  (he  services  of  bis  thther,  Jas.  Thohtta, 
a  pilot,  in  saving  from  capture  tbe  fHgote  Coostinitfctn  durteg 
Uie  war  of  1810. 

By  Mr.  GOOOENOW :  The  petition  of  CleoiBiaas  Eaton, 
for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illhiois:  The  petition  t>r  Johii  T. 
Goolc,  and  other  eitisens  of  IHinole,  praying  therigfatof  way 
and  a  donation  of  tbepdbUe  landa  for  tbe  coaetniotion  of  a 
railroad  from  Sbawneetown,  Illinois,  to  a  point  opposite  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri . 

By  Mr.  8CUDDER:  The  petition  of  John  P.  Morton, 
late  collector  of  cosionts  for  tbe  diatrfct  of  Edgartown, 
Masaaehueetia,  for  allowaace  of  commiaaioM  on  duties 
received.        

By  Mr.  TOWN8HEND :  The  petition  of  Henry  E.  Mu»- 
sey,  and  four  hundred  and  thirty  other  citiaens  of  Londn 
eounty,  in  relirrence  to  the  harbor  ai  tb9  sBOUth  of  Btaek  ri  v- 
w,  on  Laite  Erie,  

By  Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Joshua  Shaw, 
and  twenty-tWo  other  citizens  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  for 
a  law  to  correct  errors,  under  flie  old  surveys  of  lands,  ia 
dlvidins  aeetioas  into  quarters,  and  to  goaid  against  ^iuular 
results  In  future. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Nathan  Winteringer,  accompanied 
by  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  petitioners,  asking  remuner- 
ation for  a  boat  and  toad  of  produce  seised  and  applied  to 
the  use  of  the  army  oniar  Oeoenri  Jactcaon  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleaoa. 

Also,  tbe  memorial  of  Capt.  Daniel  Harburg^,  accompa- 
nied 'witb  papers. 

By  Mr.  MILLEB:  Tbe  |MlMon  of  aandry  rititeaa  of 
Miasoori,  praying  the  estaWiebaieat  of  a  msU  rouia  Ihwi 
Blooatngton  to  EdiiiSj  Missouri. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citixcns  of  Missouri,  praying 
the  estaUisbmentof  a  mail  route  Horn  BbeltiyYilleto  Kiika- 
vtlle,  Misaotiri. 

AbK>,  the  petition  of  Jcton  Darenpor^  of  Boone  county, 
Missouri,  praWng  Congress  for  arrearages  of  pension  from 
September.  IHM,  lo  December,  1844. 

By  Mr.  INOERSOLL:  The  memorial  of  Mary  Wood- 
ward, of  Connecticut,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Woodward, 
who  lost  his  life  while  on  hasardous  duty  in  tbe  United 
States  revenue  service,  asking  for  a  pension  and  other 
relief. 

Also,  tbe  petitioo  of  Julia  F.  CHbba,  Of  Connecticut, 
praying  for  a  penstoa  on  aceonnt  of  the  revolntionsry 
services  of  her  husband,  Samuel  Gibbs. 

By  Mr.  MANN :  The  petition  of  Hannah  Harris,  of 
Newton,  MassachiSKtts,  praying  for  a  nension. 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY:  Tbe  memorial  of  Henri  P.  Hitter  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  other  eitiaens  of  the  District  of 
ColufliiHa,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  Lonatic  Asy- 
lum in  sara  District. 

By  Mr.  HAVEN:  The  petition  of  Doify  Tracy,  of  Asb- 
ford,  Cattaradgus  county.  New  York,  the  widow  of  Solo- 
mon Tracy,  a  rerolutionary  soldier,  lor  a  peasion. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS:  The  petition  of  Robert  Graham  and 
twenty-two  other  cltizons  of  Westmoreland  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  such  alteration  in  the  present  taws  ao 
as  to  prevent  the  transportation  and  deHveiy  of  aisil  on  the 
Lord^  day.  _        

By  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio:  The  peUUon  of  Elliott 
McCoUoch,  of  Logan  county,  OMo,  praying  the  paange  of 
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a  law  auUiOflKlu^  bim  to  surrender  liis  patent  for  a  section 
of  laud  wc!)t  oi  tbe  Mississippi,  and  that  scrip  ma}'  be 
titsued  to  liiai  ther»'t"or. 

By  Mr.  ROHIG:  Tbe  peUtion  of  Lyman  N.  Cooke,  ask- 
.  ing  an  iacr^asc  of  ponMOu. 

By  Mr.  STANT'OX,  of  Kentucky:  The  roemoriol  of 
Greijory  Eanes,  executor  of  Philip  Enne?,  deceaitod,  ask- 
Ang  payment  oi  a  bnlmcc  due  him  on  contract  for  work 
done  on  public  groundi),  and  damages  for  the  arbttrary 
recission  of  said  contract  by  the  Coumiiasiouer  or  Public 
Buildings. 

By  Mr.  KOBBTNS :  A  memorial  of  citisons  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, siffned  by  Artliur  U.  Cotlin  and  twenty -one  others, 
praying  Congress  to  erect  subatantial  piers  on  the  eastern 
•ida  ofReedy  Ulaud,  i\  tbe  Delaware  river,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  harbor  to  protect  and  shelter  the  vessels 
navigtUlng  said  river. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Janwtry  6>  1853. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Morgan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  two  Imjxwc  laid  before  tlie 
Senate  a  letter  from  tne  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
accompanied  by  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  by  tlie  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  attached  to  the  Unit^  Slates 
squadron  in  the  Pacific,  asking  an  increase  of  pay; 
wnich  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

RfiPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  received 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  state  of  the  finances,  which  will  be  read. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that,  without  read- 
ing, it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  report  was  so  referred,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  it  be  printed.  ^ 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  more  that  ten  thousand 
extra  copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  It  was  my  purpose,  Mr. 
President,  had  I  been  able  to  take  my  seat  here 
before  the  extra  copies  of  the  public  documents  of 
this  session  had  e^nerally  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  to  have  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
a  coMPKNDiuM  or  ABSTRACT  of  the  annual  pubUe 
documenia  be  prepared  and  printed.  It  has  long 
appeared  to  me  that  something  of  this  kind  is  im- 
periously demanded.  By  the  mode  of  printing 
the  public  documents  now  adopted,  large  numbers 
of  volumss  of  the  President's  messa^  and  the  ac- 
companying documents  are  printed  for  general  cir- 
culation, coniaininff,  with  a  great  amoimt  of  valu- 
able matter,  a  still  greater  amount  of  no  public ' 
interest  whatever.  The«e  documents  sometimes 
extend  to  three  or  four  or  more  large  volumes  at  a 
viii^le  session.  By  a  reference  to  these  books,  it 
will  be  seen  that  hundreds  of  pages  are  occupied 
with  mere  details  and  estimates,  of  no  earthly  ser- 
vice except  to  inemberB  of  Congress,  or  possibly 
for  deposit  in  the  public  libraries.  What  possi- 
ble interest  can  it  be  for  us  to  print  and  send  abroad 
amongst  our  constituents,  the  minute  estimates  for 
tbe  various  items  of  provisions  and  clothing  re- 
quired at  our  various  naval  and  military  stations  ? 
With  this  mass  of  useless  detail  we  bury  the  val- 
uable information  which  the  documents  otherwise 
contain.  We  should  separate  that  which  is  of 
public  interest  from  that  which  is  not,  and  print 
for  general  circulation  only  that  which  is  of  general 
interest.  I  can  perceive  no  way  in  which  this  can 
be  accomplished,  except  by  the  preparation  of  a 
COMPENDIUM  or  ABSTRACT  of  thepti^/tc  docwnents, 
I  believe  it  to  be  practicable  to  condense  all  that  is 
valuable  for  general  use,  into  a  single  volume  of 
reasonable  size,  suited  for  circulation,  and  with  a 
good  index,  made  exceedingly  valuable  and  con- 
venient. Every  individual  to  whom  such  a  vol- 
ume should  be  sent,  would  have  the  substance  of 
the  documents,  showing  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  all  that  is  of  vaiue  to  him,  in  a  con- 
venient form. 

It  would  be  a  volume  which,  for  its  compact- 
ness and  convenience,  would  be  worth  more  to 
the  general  reader  than  the  whole  set  of  annual 
documents,  as  now  published.  But  it  is  knoWn 
to  every  Senator  that  the  sets,  as  now  distributed, 
are  very  generally  brokeu.  One  volume  is  sent 
to  one  constituent,  and  one  to  another.  If  the 
full  set  is  sent  to  each  person  to  whom  the  first  is 
forwarded,  the  circulation  is  necessarily  confined 
to  a  small  number  of  persons,  and  they  have  a 
small  library  of  the  valuable  and  the  worthless 
boiuid  up  together. 


Another  reason  for  the  change  suggested,  is 
the  saving  of  the  'expense  of  printing  volumes  of 
useless  matter. 

It  may  be  necessary  that  the  proposed  abstmet 
or  compendium  should  be  prepared  by  the  head 
of  one  of  the  Departments — ^perhaps  the  Sec- 
retary of.  the  Treasury  or  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  it  could 
be  conveniently  done  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate or  a  committee  of  either  House. 

The  subject  has  been  brought  to  tbe  attention 
of  the  Senate  somewhat  unexpectedly,  as  I  was 
not  aware  that  a  question  of  this  kind  would  come 
up  at  this  session.  I  throw  out  these  suggestions 
for  the  attentive  consideratioi)  of  the  Senate,  and 
hope  they  may  lead  to  the  adoption  of  a  system 
by  which  the  evils  of  tlie  present  may  be  avoided, 
and  we  may  be  able  to  condense  into  a  single 
volume  what  is  material  for  general  information. 
By  so  doing  we  can  greatly  increase  the  circula- 
tion of  all  the  important  matter,  and  at  a  ^reat 
"saving  of  expanse.  1  throw  out  these  su^estions, 
not  with  the  view  of  interposing  any  objection  to 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Hunter,]  inasmuch  as  the  report 
under  consideration  is  one  of  the  most  important 
of  our  public  documents,  but  rather  as  a  notice 
that  I  intend  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  subject  hereafter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

THE  CUBAN  PRISONERS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  M.  P. 
Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary: 

To  I4«  Senate  of  the  United  Statei  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
relative  to  tbe  personf  belonging  to  the  expedition  of  Lopez, 
who  were  taken  prisonerB  in  Cuba  and  afterwards  sent  to 
Spain,  and  who  nave  now  l>een  pardoned  and  releaaed  by 
her  Catholic  Ma}e«ty.  Tbe  appropriation,  tbe  eipediency 
of  which  is  gn^ge^ted  in  the  report.  I  cordially  commend  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  witli  the  dngle  additional 
sufgMtion,  that  to  be  avaiJable  it  should  be  promptly  made. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washinoton,  January  5, 1859. 

The  message  was  read,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finanee. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants, underwriters,  and  others,  of  New  York, 
praying  a  survey  of  such  parts  of  the  China  seas, 
the  Straits  of  Qa^par,  and  the  Java  sea,  as  lie 
directly  in  the  tracks  of  vessels  proceeding  to  and 
from  China;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

He  also  submitted  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  gold  bullion  received  at  the  port  of 
New  York  from  California,  from  January  6  to 
December  1 ,  1851 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  praying  tliat  the  bill  now  before  tlie  Senate, 
giving  further  remedies  to  patentees,  may  become 
a  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  assistant  marshals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census,  in  Ulster  county,  New 
York,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Zebulon 
Parker,  pmying  the  renewal  of  his  patents  for 
certain  improvements  in  hydraulic  power;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paten u  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  Atchison  submitted  documents  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Henrv  C.  MiUer,  Philip  W. 
Thompson,  and  Jesse  B.  Turley.  to  indemnity  for 
cattle  stolen  by  the  Osuge  band  of  Indians;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
with  the  papers  on  file  relating  thereto. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Massachusetts,  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  Jersey,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  that  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress, giving  further  remedies  to  patentees,  may 
become  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
indemnity  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1801; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
French  spoliations. 


Mr.  WHITCOMB  presented  the  memorial  of 
David  A.  Cameron,  representative  and  hetr  of 
James  Bell,  deceased,  and  assign^  of  the  othel' 
heirs  of  said  Bell,  praying  payment  of  advances 
made  to  the  American  Army  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware, 
graying  the  construction  of  piers  and  haritprs  in 
Delaware  river  an^  bay;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  petition  of  John 
McYey,  a  soldier  in  tbe  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  L.  M.  S.  Holleville,  pray- 
ing a  modification  of  the  bws  relating  to  the  dis* 
position  of  the  public  domain ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Waaliington,  in  tne  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  Pennsylvania  avenue,  east  of  the  Capitol,  may 
be  improved  and  lighted;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  tne  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memooiAl  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  pmying 
the  completion  of  the  light-house  on  Sand  Key, 
on  the  coast  of  Florida;  which  ««s  referred  to  toe 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B.  Cottrell, 
and  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Bange  and  Albert 
Southmayd,  praying  tlie  establishment  of  a  tri- 
bunal for  reviewing  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board 
of  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  assistant  marshals  for 
takinethe  Seventh  Census  in  Dutchess  county, 
New  York;  and  a  petition  of  the  aasistitnt  mar- 
shals for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  New  York,  praying  additional  com- 
pSisation  for  their  services;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  , 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  Sally 
J.  Matthews,  praying  compensatioa  for  the  ssr- 
vices  of  her  late  husband,  as  clerk  in  the  Treaaury 
Department;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  cittzeos  of 
Albany,  and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  American  contributors  to  tbe 
World's  Fair  at  London;  which  ^ere  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
D.  Arfenedson,  praying  compensation  for  services 
as  Chai^  d'Anaires  ad  interim  at  the  Court  of 
Stockholm;  whi^  was  referred  to  the  CommiilM 
on  Foreign  Rdations. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFBRRBD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITCOMB,  it  waa 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  tli<^  heire  oT  J&iues  BH1, 

deceased,  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  Itie 

Committee  on  Revolutiunary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  petitions  on  the  ftles  of 
the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  indemnity  ibr  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1801,  be  relbned  to  the  select  oommittee  on 
French  spoliations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  D.  D.  Mftcdtiel],  on  the 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  o«  Indian 

Aflairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  J.  Smith,  on  the  flies  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflhfrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McRAE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  potitioii  of  George  Poindexter.  on  tbe 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  <m  Military 

Ailkirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 

Ordcreil,  That  the  memorial  of  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  on  tbe 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfhirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  tbe  Association  sf  ibe 
Defenders  of  Baltimore  in  1814,  and  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Thompson  and  others,  calltoig  themselTes  "  OU  De- 
fenders '*  or  Baltimore  in  tlie  war  of  1849,  on  tbe  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  o€  Edwin  James,  8r.,  on  iha 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on-PuMIe 

Lands. 
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On  ■votkm  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  w«8 
Stiereif  That  the  iTommittM  on  MiUtary  AffUre  be  dis- 
ijniani  from  the  further  cimaiilecaiion  of  the  meiaorlal  of 
r.  HolBBaa :  trom  the  (ortber  connderetioo  of  the  petition 
9t  Joee^  B yn) ;  mod  from  the  further  coiiRidcratiou  of 
iKnneats  retnitng  to  the  claim  of  Mariano  O.  Vallejo. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

(h)iererf,  That  the  Committee  on  Militanr  AHUrs  be  dia- 
Amed  from  the  farther  considecation  of  the  petition  of 
Aao  R.  Browidaf ,  and  (hat  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
MorCtaiiBa. 

IVOnCS  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  gare  notice  tkiii  he  should  aak 

feave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  aet  to 

prorkle  for  the  removal  of  obstructionB  in  the  rirer 

Sitmanah,  in  the  State  of  Geor^^." 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  SHIELDS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
•d^ed  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  in- 
ctease  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by  a  retired  list 
for  disabled  officers)  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  6WIN.  There  was  a  memorial  laid  upon 
(he  table  some  lime  ago,  which  I  promised  to  call 
op  lo-day.  It  relates  to  flog|;tng  m  the  Navy.  I 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  A  week  ago  this  morning, 
the  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing  of 
the  returns  of  the  Seventh  CensuSj  was  made  the 
wptdal  order  for  to-day,  and  the  morning  hour 
has  now  passed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  first  special 
sfdcr. 

.  Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tkiB  to  proceeding  with  iui  consideration  now. 

Bir.  SHIELDS.  But  committees  have  not  yet 
been  pdled  upon  for  reports,  and  I  have  one  Vhicii 
i  wiifa  to  present. 

The  PI^IDENT.  The  hour  of  one  o'clock 
Ihv  arrived,  and  if  the  Senator  from  Indiana  calls 
iff  the  special  order,  that  Mrill  be  the  next  busi- 
MSI  for  tbe  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
^mal  order,  to  give  the  Senator  from  Illinois  an 
BfporMinity  of  presenting  his  report. 

Iff.  GWIN.  If  the  call  of  the  Senator  firom 
ladiua  for  the  qpecial  order  is  withdrawn » I  must 
iviitBpon  my  motion.  The  Senator  from  New 
Ittsty  {Mr.  Stockton]  wishes  to  make  some 
and  I  also  wish  to  offer  some  observa- 
this  subject.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
'  will  now  be  taken  up. 

1lb.8TOCKT0N.    So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 

willing  to  be  satisfied  so-  long  as  this 

is  allowed  to  lie' upon  the  table;  but  as 

Vit  puu  its  head  above  the  table  I  shall  talk 

Us  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU  not  caU 
Ai  At  special  order  until  reports  are  made,  if  the 
Stmn  from  Indiana  wishes  to  withdraw  his  call 
fcihe  u>ecial  order. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 


BtPORTS  FROM  STANDrNG  C0MMITTBE8. 

lir.^GWlN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Mtirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
»  savy-yard  and  depdt  on  the  Bay  of  San  Pran- 
cisBOf  in  California,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also  mftde  a  report  on  the  subject;  which 
W  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  from  theCommiUee  on  Mili- 
luy  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  in- 
dsanify  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  money 
tipeided  for  the  use  of  Uie  United  States  in  the 
var  in  Florida  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiant,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  pro- 
tin  for  the  pajrment  to  the  State  of  Georgia  for 
wmeya  expended  by  the  State  for  horses  and 
gtpipmfuts  lost  by  vohinteers  and  militia  whilst 
cnMed  in  the  suppression  of  the  hostilities  of  the 
Cffdt,  Seminole,  and  Cherokee  Indians,  in  the 
yovs  1839, 1837.  and  1838,  reported  it  without 
vmnmem. 

QC9T&0CTION  Of  THE  CONGRESSIONAL 

UBRART. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
9tm$0  !•  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Mmm  ^  Eepressnduives  making  appropriation 
tiMit  lb*  «ac|Mikses  incurred  in  eoiiaiMiueDce  of 


the  late  fire  at  the  Capitol,  and  the  amendment  of 

the  Senate  appropriating dollars  for  the 

increase  of  the  Library,  reported  them  back,  and 
recommended  their  passage. 

He  presumed  there  woukl  be  no  objection  to 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  he 
therefore  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whol^,  and  the 
blank  in  the  amendment  was  filled  with  $10,000. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  as  amended  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  HUNTER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent and  agreed  to: 

Re$oU>ed,  That  tbe  Coimnittse  on  Public  BuiliHiifffl  be 
iaatmcted  to  inquire  into  tlie  expcdieocy  of  appropriaong  a 

sum  not  exceeding dollara,  to  fit  up  the  document 

room  near  the  Library  and  a  part  of  the  adjoining  pawagc,  for 
the  temporary  reception  of  tbe  booka  of  the  Uongresaional 
Library.  • 

MARINE  CORPS. 
Mr.  CLEMENS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUra  be  in- 
■trueled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  sepa- 
rate code  of  fMulatkHw  for  the  govenuneot  of  tlie  Marine 
Corps  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  further  reeoloedy  That  said  committee  be  also  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  am)oint  annually  two 
cadets  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  lo  be  edu- 
cated with  a  view  to  appointment  in  tbe  Marine  Corps. 

WIDOW  OF  GENERAL  BELKNAP. 
Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Reaokftdf  That  the  Committee  on  Pensioot  be  instmeted 
to  inquire  into  the  Justice  and  propriety  of  swarding  a  pen- 
sion to  the  widow  of  the  late  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Bel- 
knap, who  served  durins  the  late  Mexican  war  with  distin- 
guished fldeLHy  and  ability,  and  recently  died  wbile  actively 
engaged  in  ttie  pnUic  service. 

PRINTING  OF  THE  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  following  resolution,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  BaiftHT,  and  reported  back  by  the 
Committee  on  Printing: 

-  Be  U  resolved,  ^c.  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing 
be  directed  to  contract  with  Donelson  h  Armstrong  for 
printing  the  census  returns,  ugon  sudi  terms  as  tbe  eonunit- 
tee  may  deem  reasonable. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Wh&A  this  resohition  was 
before  the  Senate  on  a  previous  day,  I  stated  that 
I  should  offer  an  amendment  to  it.  I  now  pro- 
pose to  strike  out  the  words  *'  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,**  and  insert  *'  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  RefNresentatives."  I 
shall  also  move  further  to  amend  it,  by  striking 
out  the  word  **  committee, ''  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  resolution,  and  inserting  *' Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,** so  as  to  make  it  read  conAnstently  with  th^ 
first  amendment. 

The  PRESl  DENT.  If  the  former  amendment 
is  adopted,  the  latter  follows  |is  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  BORLA^D.  I  do  not  offer  this  amend- 
ment with  the  view,  as  some  mi^ht  suppose,  of 
defeating  the  resolution.  I  offer  it  in  gooHi  faitli, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  resolution  in  what 
I  consider  the  proper  form.  I  am  in  favor  of'the 
purpose  of  the  resolution;  but  I  deem  it  due  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  to  myself  particularly  as 
chairman  of  that  committee,  and  still  more  due 
to  the  Senate,  that  this  alteration  should  be  made 
in  the  resolution  as  reported  from  the  committee. 
In  its  present  form  the  resolution  proposes  to  im- 
pose duties  upon  the  Committee  on  Printing 
which  1  do  not  think  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  it, 
and  which  I  think  calcinated  to  do  injury  rather 
than  good  to  the  public  service.  It  requires  execu- 
tive, or  rather  administrative  duties  of  the  com- 
mittee— a  class  of  duties  which  are  not  required 
of  the  other  committees  of  the  Senate.  It  consti- 
tutes them  an  executive  board,  and  imposes  upon 
them  duties  analogous  to  those  which  are  per- 
formed in  every  other  D^Mutment  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  a  bureau,  at  the  othec  end  of  the  avenue. 
i  am  not  opposed  to  performing  any  duty  which 
the  Senate  may  impose  upon  me,  as  the  member 
of  any  committee.  I  think  I  have  labored  faith- 
fully; 1  know  I  haTe  labored  industriously  and 
assiduously  in  the  performance  of  duties  which 
have  been  imposed  upon  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, and  those  duties  are  well  known  to  be  ardu- 
ous.   But,  siT)  1  «m  opposed  to  being  burdened 


by  duties  which  1  have  neither  the  time  nor  com- 
petency to  perform  in  a  manner  or  with  results 
satisiftctory  to  myself  or  useful  to  the  public;  and 
which,  even  if  1  had  the  time  and  competency  to 
perform  ever  so  well,  were  never  intended  to  be 
performed  by  any  Senator,  and  are  not  contem- 
plated or  provided  for  in  the  organization  of  the 
committees  of  this  body. 

This  resolution  requires  the  Coramiuee  on 
Printing  to  eo  out  into  the  streets,  as  il  were,  and 
engage  in  cliaffering  and  bargaining  with  Uiose 
who  wish  to  do  this  portion  of  the  public  work. 
The  mere  statement  of  this  fact,  it  seems  to  me, 
shows  that  the  resolution  ib  wrong  in  this  respect, 
and  imposes  duties  upon  Senators  which  would 
carry  them  be3rond  their  le^timate  and  proper 
sphere,  and  utterly  incompatible  with  their  other 
and  appropriate  duties. 

1  have  said  that  1  do  not  feel  competent  to  per- 
form the  duties  required  by  this  resolution.  I  re- 
peat it  with  emphasis,  and  in  ail  sincerity  and 
candor.  There  are  details  in  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment of  this  business  which  I  do  not  understand, 
and  which  1  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to 
learn.  But  the  persons  whom  I  propose  to  sub- 
stitute in  the  place  of  the  committee,  have  the 
qualifications  which  I  do  not  possess.  It  is  in  the 
line  of  their  duty— «  duty  which  they  have  habit- 
ually performed  for  years  past. 

I  am  not  a  practical  printer,  though  I  have  some 
knowled^  of  the  prinUnrand  publishing  business, 
from  having  heretofore  been  engaged  in  it;  but  I 
do  not  know  enough  about  it  to  do  this  work  as  it 
oueht  to  be  done,  and  as  it  must  be  done,  if  the 
public  interest  is  to  be  taken  care  of.  To  require 
it  of  me  is  to  recniire  impossibilities  at  my  hands; 
and  I  now  notity  the  Senate  and  all  concerned, 
that  if^  notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  the 
resolution  shall  pass  in  its  present  form,  some 
■ether  member  of  the  committee  will  have  to  per- 
form the  duties  it  imposes,  if  they  shall  be  per- 
formed at  all.  But  wno  is  the  member  who  will 
or  who  eon  perform  them  ?  Sir,  I  turn  to  my  as- 
sociate on  the  committee,  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Hamlik,]  who  alone  may  be  supposed  to  be 
competent  to  perform  these  duties,  and  ne  says  that, 
like  myself,,  he  is  not.  I  am  sure  then  no  other 
member  of  the  committee  is  competent. 

In  justice  to  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee and  to  myself,  I  must  say,  I  do  not  oppose 
the  imposition  of  these  duties  upon  us,  because 
we  are  unwilling  to  perform  any  amount  of  labor, 
assume  any  responsibility  whicn  may  legitimatdy 
ihll  to  our  share.  But,  sir,  because!  am  convinced 
that  these  cannot  properly  be  required  of  us;  and 
even  if  they  could  be,  they  exceed  our  powers  of 
performance.  The  paraage  of  the  resohitton,  then, 
m  its  present  form,  will,  in  my  opinion,  result  in 
confusion  in  the  public  business,  and,  in  all  .prob- 
ability, defeat  the  object  sought  to  be  accomplished 
by  its  introduction.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  gen- 
tlemen I  propose  to  substitute  for  the  committee, 
be  charged  with  these  duties,  there  is  the  best  rea- 
son for  belierii^  they  will  be  fiiithfuUy  and  effi- 
ciently performed. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  s&y  one  word  upon 
this  subject.  It  seems  to  me,  ihat  under  any 
view  which  we  can  take  of  it,  this  committee  is 
quite  as  competent  to  perform  the  duty  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk-  of  the 
House;  the  members  of  the  committee  are  as 
much  practical  printers  as  they  are.  I  believe  the 
committee  has  a  clerk,  who  could  collect  tAi  the 
necessary  facts.  Th«re  is  a  good  deed  of  respon- 
sibility about  the  matter,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  will  be  much  safer  with  the  committee  than 
with  the  Secretary  and  the  Clerk.  I  wish,  for 
myself,  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  may  go 
on  with  it;  and  if  they  do  not,  I  would  much 
prefer  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to 
attend  to  it.  I  think  the  responsibility  had  better 
be  assumed  by  a  committee  of- this  body  than  b/ 
the  Secretary 'and  Clerk. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  practical  effect  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas would  be  to  let  out  this  contract  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  That,  for  one,  1  wish  to  avoid,  for  the 
reason  that  experipnce  has  proved  that  under  that 
system  we  cannot  get  our  work  done  in  a  suitable 
and  proper  manner,  and  in  reasonable  time.  It  is 
cleany  demonstrated  that  this  work,  to  be  valu- 
able, should  be  performed  promptly,  and  for  its 
prompt  and  proper  execution  we  are  willing,  to 
pay  a  fair  price.     Hence,  the  resokuion  was 
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framed  to  pay  a  ftdr  price,  and  to  give  it  to  ^mtle- 
who,  we  knew,  were  able  to  go  on  imme- 


men 


diately  with  the  work.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
honorable  Senator  say  that  he  is  unwilling  to  un- 
dertake the  labor  of  making  the  contract  and  dis- 
posing of  the  work.  It  is  a  duty  which  belonffs 
legitimately  to  the  committee  of  which  he  is  ihe 
chairmtui.  This  is  a  legitimate  method  of  dispos-  [. 
tng  of  this  branch  of  the  public  business.  There 
are  precedenu  on  the  Journal  showing  that,  here- 
tofore, we  hAve  authorized  public  pHntin^  to  be 
done  through  the  medium  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing;  and  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will 
reconsider  his  determination. 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  of  the  two 
Houses  can  afford  to  do  that  which  the  officers  of 
this  body  dare  not  do.  They  can  afford  to  say 
tliat  they  will  give  to  gentlemen  who  are  ready 
and  qualified  to  do  this  work,  a  fair  price  for  it; 
and  tney  would  not  be  censured  for  doing  so;  but 
if  the  officers  of  the  two  House^  should  do  that, 
they  would  subjeot  themselves  to  censure;  and  it 
is  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them  that  I  object 
to  the  amendment.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  Joint 
Committee  would  be  sustained  in  giving  a  fair 
price,  provided  the  work  were  done  immediately 
and  done  well.  For  these  reasons  I  object  to  the 
amendment,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  a^preed  to. 
*  Mr.  BORLAND.  I  repeat  that  it  is  not  to 
avoid  either  labor  or  responsibility  that  I  proposed 
this  amendment.  I  am  as  ready  to  perform  labor 
or  to  assume  responsibility,  here  or  elsewhere,  as 
anr  other  Senator.  I  have  never  shrunk  from 
either.  I  would  remind  the  Senate,  however,  in 
support  of  what  I  have  abeady  said,  that  the 
Committee  on  Printing  are  acting  under  the  joint 
resolution  of  1846,  which  prescribes  their  duties. 
When  that  committee  was  appointed  they  looked 
to  that  resolution  for  the  rule  and  prescription  of 
their  duties;  and  1  hold  that  it  is  not  proper  or 
competent  for  the  Senate  to  change  that  resolution 
and  make  the  committee  a  pack-horse — if  1  may 
so  express  it-^to  perform  any  drudgery  which  it 
may  please  the  Senate  to  have  performed  in  the 
dispatch  of  its  bosinese.  Why,  sir,  if  you  may 
legitimately  require  us,  under  a  resolution  of  this 
sort,  to  do  what  it  proposes,  you  may  also  require 
us  to  go  out  into  the  streets  and  bargain  for  Ihe 
wood  with  which  we  make  our  fires;  or  3rou  may 
require  ns  to  establish  a  public  printing  office,  and 
then  give  all  our  time  and  attention  to  the  details 
•f  a  printer's  business.  This  mi^t  all  seem 
very  right  and  proper  in  the  eyes  of  the  Senators 
who  are  urginc  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 
But  for  myscii^  as  a  Senator,  and  as  member  of 
the  committee,  I  protest  against  it,  and  against 
evervthing  of  like  character  and  tendency. 

Tne  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Bmgbt]  says 
that  the  committee  can  perform  this  duty  in  a 
manner,  and  give  *'  a  fair  price  "  for  the  perform- 
anee>>f  this  work,  which  tne  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Clerk  of  the  House  **  dart'*  not  do.  Why 
**dare  "  not  do  it  ?  Does  the  Senator  mean  to  say, 
or  does  he  think,  that  the  committee  could  or 
would  give  more  than  *'a  fair  price,"  and  that  if 
they  did,  they  wduld  be  censured,  and  justly  cen- 
sured, for  doiDg  so?  Surely  he  does  not.  And 
if  not,  why  would  not  the  Secretary  and  Clerk 
**  dare  *'  do  the  same  thin^ ?  A  '*  reasonable  *' — 
that  is,  a  **  fatr'^-^price  is  what  the  resolution 
provides  for.  Let  the  Secretary  and  Clerk  give 
that — as  I  am  sure  they  would— cmd  who  would, 
who  **  dare,**  censure  them?  If  any  one,  his 
censure  would  be  harmless.  I  do  not  seek  to  save 
the  committee  from  such  responsibility  as  that. 
The  Secretary  and  Clerk  need  not  fear  to  incur  it. 

Some  Senators  seem  to  think  it  an  easy  task  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
The  duties  may  seem  simple,  and  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  them  very  trivial.  True,  the  matters 
reflerred  to  them  are  often  very  trivial;  but  they 
are,  neverthdess,  very  troublesome,  and  require 
much  time  in  att«:ndiog  to  them.  Senators  can 
convirtce  themselves  of  this  by  undertaking  for  a 
short  time  some  of  the  duties  they  #re  so  anxious 
to  impose  upon  others. 

Even  ttf  it  is  now,  and  has  been  for  the  last  iy\ro 
3rears,  it  has  been  difficult  fbr  the  committee  to 
perform  thehr  duties  with  satis&ction  to  them- 
selves— impossible  it  has  seemed  to  give  satis&c- 
tion  to  the  Senate  or  the  country.  And  why? 
The  first  obstacle  in  the  way  of  success  has  been 
found  in  the  **  contract  system,"  under  which  our 
prinliof  has  been,  and  is  now»  required  io  be  done, 


and  which  not  onl^  permiu,  but  encourages  bad 
faith  in  the  execution  of  the  public  work.  And 
the  second  obstacle — the  most  pertinent,  perhaps, 
to  be  mentioned  here,  has  been  found  in  the  action 
of  the  Senate  Utdf—^R  this:  that  when  the  com-; 
mittee  have  time  and  again  faith^ly  performed 
their  duty,  in  requiring  the  terms  of  the  contracts 
to  be  complied  with,  the  Senate,  instead  of  sus- 
taining the  committee,  *Hnd  thus  insuring  the 
proper  execution  of  the  public  work,  have  (inva- 
riably, I  think  I  may  say,  for  I  can  recall  no  in- 
stance of  the  contrary)  abandoned  and  overruled 
the  committee,  and  sided  with  and  sustained  the 
faithless  contractor.  This  vras  the  case  during 
the  last  Congress,  as  most  of  the  Senators  well 
know;  and  unless  some  radical  change  be  speedily 
made  in  the  system  I  have  spoken  of,  and  also  in 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  tnere  is  reason  to  fear 
that  the  same  things  will  be  done  over  again  dur- 
ing the  present  Confess.  In  view  of  this  state 
of  things,  consider,  sir,  the  position  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  V  It  surefyns  bad  enough,  and 
the  burdens  you  have  already  imposed  upon  us 
are  heavy  enough,  to  entitle  us  to  be  spared  that 
which  this  resolution  proposes  to  add. 

The  advocates  of  this  resolution  seem  to  agree 
with  me  in  condemning  the  contract  system,  and 
speak  of  this  as  if  it  were  a  remedy  for  the  evils 
of  that  system.  In  this,  I  bgj  leave  to  say,  with 
all  respect,  ihey  are  widely  mistaken.  The  prop- 
osition of  the  resolution  is,  that  a  eowtraU  be  made, 
and  it  differs  from  the  present  evil  system  in  no 
material  particular.  It  differs  only  in  changing 
the  parHe»  to  the  contract,  and  allowing  latitude 
for  paying  a  somewhat  higher  price.  Instead  of 
putting  the  work  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  it  names 
the  contractor  who  shall  have  it;  and  instead  of 
making  it  the  duty  of  our  executive  officers,  the 
agent  of  Congress,  it  imposes  that  doty  upon  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  Supposing  the  committee 
to  be  qualified  to  perform  this  duty  and  the  coo- 
tract  to  be  madei  it  might  be  that  the  work  would 
be  better  done  and  furnished  in  better  time  than  it 
has  been  our  fortune  to  obtain  under  the  present 
system.  But  all  that  would  depend  upon  the  good 
faith  of  the  contractor,  as  it  now  does,  and  has 
done  for  years  past  under  the  present  system. 
Where,  then,  is  the  advantage  to  oe  gained?  Let 
those  find  it  who  can.  But,  sir,  suppose  the  con- 
tract to  be  violated  in  this  case,  as  it  has  heretofore 
always  been,  there  i4  this  additional  disadvantage 
to  the  committee:  Thev  would  then  be  liable  to 
censor^  not  only  for  &ilure  to  perform  the  impos- 
sibility of  holding  the  contractor  to  his  terms  when 
the  contract  had  been  made  by  another  agency, 
but  as  the  agents  who  themselves  made  the  for- 
feited contract.  For  the  committee  and  myself,  I 
ask  to  be  spared  this  additional  burden. 

Mr.  G  W  IN.  I  can  appreciate  the  desire  of  the 
diairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  get 
dear  of  the  labor  of  making  this  contract.  I  can 
appreciate  his  feeling.  I  know  that  it  would 
take  a  great  deal  of  his  time  to  attend  to  that 
woric.  But  really  I  do  not  think  his  arguments 
sho«dd  influence  the  Senate  at  all.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  was  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  the  business  of  the  Senate  pertain- 
ing to  the  Navy;  and  we  all  know  perfectly  well 
that  they  have  to  attend  to  business  relating  to  the 
carrying  of  the  mails.  The  Senate  imposes  that 
duty  upon  them.  One  of  the  most  responsible 
of  the  auties  imposed  upon  them  is  the  directing 
or  superintending  of  the  great  lines  of  mail  steam- 
era. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  ask  the  Senator 
one  question;  He  alludes  to  the  increased  duties 
imposed  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaira. 
I  will  ask  him  if,  in  these  increased  duties,  the 
Senate  have  ever  directed  that  committee  to  con- 
tract with  individuals  for  constructing  ships  or 
carrying  the  mail?  If  they  have  done  that,  I  will 
admit  that  the  cases  are  paralld;  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  printing  is  a  specific  object. 
We  must  have  it  done,  and  we  have  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Printing  to  attend  to  it.  This  is  a 
question  pertaining  to  thed  subject.  We  roust 
have  the  census  returns  printed;  and  as  to  the 
additional  duty  which  it  will  imp^e  upon  that 
committee,  it  strikes  me  that  if  it  is  as  laborious 
as  it  is  represented,  it  would  impose  a  duty  upon 
the  Secretary  and  Uie  Clerk  which  would  mcapa- 
ciate  them  for  the  discharge  of  their  present  du- 
ties, which  are  onerous.  But  I  am  convinced  that 
the  laborlwhich  will  attend  this  conbnuX  is  oter^ 


rated.  I  take  it  for  granted  «that  ike  petrties 
who  have  authorized  this  application  to  be  nsade 
to  Congress  are  prepared  to  rdieve  the  Conunittee 
of  this  great  labor,  by  laying  before  them  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  they  propose  to  do  this  vork. 
They  will  do  it  in  a  manner  so  simple  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  committee  to  raisunderetand 
the  contract'.  I  am  confident  that  the  labor  of  ma- 
king this  contract  will  be  taken  from  the  pommit- 
tee  by  facts  which  will  be  hud  before  them  by  the 
parties.  I  i^ee  with  everything  which  has  been 
said  about  the  necessity  of  printing  these  censua 
returns  in  a  manner  that  will  make  uiem  a  part  of 
the  archives  of  the  country,  of  which  we  shall  not 
be  ashamed.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  review  him 
determination,  and  consent  to  attend  to  this  work, 
and,  if  he  does,  I  am  sure  he  will  do  it  as  he  al- 
ways does  the  work  which  falls  into  his  hands. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  seems  to  be  conceded  on  all 
hands  that  we  have  arrived  at  a  position  in  reapect 
to  this  business  in  which  there  must  be  some  special 
contract  made.  The. census  was  taken  a  year  and 
a  half  ago.  It  has  not  been  published  and  laid  be- 
fore us  yet.  I  do  not  beheve  there  is  another 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  in  whic^  auch 
a  dday  would  have  taken  place.  The  decennial 
term  will  almost  expire  berore  the  people  get  the 
information  contained  in  this  census.  So  we  are 
treated  in  all  our  printing.  Where  is  the  Bieanial 
Register,  which  sDould  nave  been  laid  on  ouv  ta- 
bles ?    Shall  we  get  it  this  session  or  the  next  ? 

A  Seitator.     Who  was  to  print  it  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  know  who  was  to  print 
it;  but  it  should  be  here.  The  law  contains  a  pro- 
vision that  it  should  be  here.  So  it  is  with  every- 
thing we  have.  All  our  printing  comes  to  us  after 
the  subject-matter  of  it  has  almost  passed  from 
the  pubHc  mind. 

Here  is  some  printing  which  is  to  be  done. 
How  is  it  to  be  done  ?  The  proposition  is  to  refer 
the  making  of  the  contract  to  a  committee  of  this 
body.  Can  it  be  in  better  hands  ?  What  is  the 
objection  to  it  ?  The  honorable  Senator  firom  Ar- 
kansas objects  to  the  labor  which  it  wiH  impose 
upon  th  e  committee.  I  suppose  it  will  not  amount 
to  much.  They  will  have  to  go  into  no  apeeific 
details,  for  the  tacts  will  be  before  them. 

But  the  Senator  does  not  like  the  responsilnlity; 
and  then  the  proceedings  of  the  eommittee  have 
been  censured  oy  the  Senate!  1  never  knew  tiuU 
they  had  hem  censured.  But  is  it  not  better  that 
this  responstbility  should  be  taken  by  a  eonunitcee 
of  this  body,  ratner  than  by  the  SeereCtfy  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House?  What  waa 
said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
BftiouT]  is  very  true,  that  they  can  make  a  more 
just  contract  than  the  Secretary  and  Clerk,  for  the 
best  of  reasons.  If  the  Secretary  and  Clerk  whoM 
so  to  every  man  in  the  country  and  ask  him  trilat 
he  would  do  the  printing  for,  and  thus  brin^  il 
down  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which  is  the  pooiaon 
in  which  we  are  now,  it  would  defeat  our  object, 
which  is  to  have  the  work  done  speedily.  It  can- 
not be  done  unless  it  is  done  by  persons  who  are 
every  way  prepared  to  do  it;  and  that  preparation 
Im  perhi^Mi  in  the  4ands  of  only  one  or  two.  I 
appeal  to  my  friend  from  Arkansas,  whether  the 
responsibility  had  not  better  be  taken  by  himself 
and  the  other  membera  of  the  committee,  than  laid 
upon  the  two  peraons  whom  he  proposes  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  committee,  neither  of  whom,  in  a 
practical  point  of  view,  has  better  infonnation  than 
the  mempera  of  the  committee.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  responsibility  be  with  the  committee  ?  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  the  better  way  to 
treat  this  very  extraordinary  case. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  the 
Senate  any  further.  Still  I  feel  it  due  to  m3rself 
and  to  the  position  I  occupy  in  this  matter,  to  say 
a  few  words  more.  The  Senator  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Cass,]  I  am  happy  to  find,  agrees  with  me 
upon  one  point — that  reoonnfrtitftf  should  never  be 
avoided  in  this  body.  I  am  glad  to  be  sustained 
by  his  high  authority.  I  certainly  never  have 
avoided,  nor  desired  to  avoid,  responnbUUy,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  joined  in  that  respect  by  that  dis- 
tinguished Senator  aJwa)rs  herealWr,  and  that 
when  questions  involving  retpmuihilUy  come  befors 
this  body,  he  will,  with  me,  (to  use  a  phrase  com- 
mon in  the  far  West,  where  I  live,)  "toe  the 
mark." 

I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  fully  understand  one 
position  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Indkma,  (Mr. 
BftiasT^]  and  tiMlained  by  (be  Senatorfirooillichi- 
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CHty  (Mr.  Cau,)  lo  wiiieh  I  hare  already  alluded. 

It  Mf  thai  tba  ooBunittea  can  go  further  than  the 

Sectelary  and  Clerk,  and,  in  the  price  to  be  paid 

for  this  work,  do  what  those  officers  '^dore'^not 

do.     I  oannotAin^^erstand  the  precise  meaning  and 

bree  <if  lluil  p<wiuon  without  an  explanation .    To 

■e^  k  is  an  enienia  which  I  am  not  able  to  unnd- 

^    The  reautttion  prorides  that  the  contract 

sWlbeenlered  intoata  **rsasoBahle"raiteof  com- 

Moaaikm.    No  one,  1  apprehend,  who  knows  the 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House 

«f  Raprssentatiyes,  and  who  has  anr  knowledge 

•^  tha  proposed  woik,  will  doubt  tnat  they  are 

pacbliany  and  emineDtly  qualified  to  judge  of  what 

m  ^treasonable"  in  this  respect;  certainly  better 

qoalified  than  any  ooromittee  thai  either  Houae,  or 

£odi  Houses  of  Congress  can  appoinL    The  Sec- 

fdary  of  the  Senate  dam  for  years  been  engaeed  in 

die  pefformance  of  work  of  thia  very  kind .   It  has 

§m  years  bsen  part  of  his  annual  duty.    He  has 

Wdoom  perfectly  familiar  wilh  it.    The  committee 

would  have  to  rely  >iMunly  upon  him,  if  they  un- 

4ati>ok  to  perform  it.    The  Clerk  of  the  House 

•f  RepresentatiTes  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  ex- 

periefMsed  men  in  the  business  of  printing  that  we 

can  find  in  thia  city  or  elsewiiere.   He  is  peculiarly 

vdl  <|ttaUfied. 

Bnt  I  come  back  to  a  point  whiek  I  wuh  to  in- 
sist upon.  I  said  that  m  the  joint  resolution  of 
1846,  under  which  the  committee  "was  raised,  its 
daties  are  preaoibed.  I  hold  in  my  hand  therules 
of  the  Senate,  from  which  I  will  read  what  are  the 
datiea  required  from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

*<  A  Gommittee  on  FriatiDf ,  to  connlst  of  three  memben, 

wlbaH  be  leflwied  every  qoe^lioo  on  the  priatiDf  of 

M,  repoitfl,  ot  ocber  matter  tnasmiUBd  by  eittier  of 

executive  departments,-  and  all  memorialiu  petitioof , 

yinf  documents,  together  with  all  other  matter, 

<^wtaich  shall  beroove4«exceptiiif  bflls  origin- 


ia  Cinnfi'iM,  ceeolatkms  offiBred  by  any  Senator,  com- 

tjaps  from  tke  Lef)alaturea,or  convention«lawAilly 

of  the  respective  States,  and  motions  to  print  by 

of  the  standiBf  commluees  of  the  Senate ;  and  ex- 

alM>,  oicasa|es  and  other  cornmuaicationfl  (h>ro  the 

~  of  the  United  Btste«»  aad  such  report!  and  coan- 

from  the  beads  of  departments,  as  may  be  made 

■«^«.^  or  lo  the  Senate,  in  obedience  to  law,  or  in 

lo  calls  from  the  Senate ;  and  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 

Oasuatttee  on  Printing  to  report  in  every  case  In  one 

ibie.*' 


,  if  praotieabl 

T<o«  perceive  from  this  the  chamcter  of  the  dn- 
i«  tequired  of  the  committee.    It  is  to  report 
■I  lee  propriety  of  printing  Tarious  {Aapers 
'^        ae  before  diis  body,  and  we  are  required 
certainly  in  one  day,  and  sooner  if  prac- 
YTiU  any  one  undertake  to  say  that  the 
can  perform  the  duties  required  by  this 
in  one  day,  or  in  one  week?    No  one 
anything  fd>out  it,  would  say  they  could 
d  in  a  week.    Even  if  competent  to  do 
•o  well,  I  would  not  undertake  to  do  it  in 
a  leas  tHan  one  month.  A  practical  printer, 
'epcperienced  in  the  performance  of  such 
mi^at  do  it  sooner. 

t  jomt  resolution  prescribes  also  that  the 
'liiee  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  public 
That  duty  they  have  been  in  the  habit 
«f  performing.  But  this  resolution  goes  further, 
mm  fsquires  them  not  only  to  do  this,  and  to 
reporu,  but  to  go  out  into  the  market  and 
eontraets. 
^le  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Caii]  says 
Aii  ia  all  very  easy  and  simple,  and  will  reqiure 
Wl  little  time  and  labor.  He  surely  has  never 
betad  into  the  manner  of  making  the  contracts  for 
ihepublie  printing.  If  he  had  but  examined  one 
sheet  of  the  calculations  necessary  to  be  made  in 
sider  to  provide  for  the  different  classes  of  printing, 
he  vouM  not,  he  could  not  say  that  it  is  a  simple 
iNn^tand  one  easily  done. 

I  msisi  t3iat  tha  resolution  under  which  the  com- 
ttiltee  wfts  formed,  and  the  rule  of  the  Senate  un- 
der which  thevhave  heretofore  acted,  shall  be 
adhered  to  and  observed.  And  I  prot^t  against 
bwig  required  to  perform  these  other  duties,  which 
aia  ahagether  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which 
the  committee  was  raised,  and  for  which  it  can  be 
)(c4timatdy  employed. 

Sir.  BRIGHT.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  has  made  a  remark  which 
ssema  to  require  a  reply  from  me.  He  sayv  that 
I  made  uae  of  an  expression  which  is  an  enigma 
MftoBf  particularly  when  it  vras  coincided  in  by 
dM honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  G4tt.] 
fit  eaanot  understand  how  it  is  that  the  Coro- 
«iititt  ofrPrintiitf  can  afford  to  give  H  higher  price 
W^IMaprlntibfUMmfef  minia<erfadofflwsafthe 


two  Houses.  I  will  explain  what  I  meant  by  that 
remark,  but  first  let  me  go  a  little  further  back. 

The  first  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  is  a 
sad  commentary  on  our  mode  and  manner  of  le- 
gislating here.  He  states  that  we  have  a  law  au- 
thorizing  the  letting  out  of  the  public  printing  to 
the  loweat  bidder,  and  yet  there  ia  not  a  day  that 
we  do  not  see  a  practical  violation  of  that  law. 
Day  aAer  day  the  printing  ia  laid  on  our  tables 
bearing  on  ila  &ce  evidence  of  the  violation  of  the 
contract.  It  is  our  duty  as  legislatora  to  improve 
the  morals  of  those  for  whom  we  legislate.  It  is 
certainly  immorality  on  our  part  to  tolerate  thia 
violation  of  contracts  day  after  day.  It  is  to  pre- 
vent that  state  of  things  that  I  advocated  this  res- 
olution. I  know  that  there  is  a  violation  of  the 
contract  regulating  the  nublic  printing,  aad  I  be- 
lieve that  if  we  were  to  let  out  this  class  of  valu- 
able printing  under  this  system,  it  would  be  vio- 
lated again. 

I  have  hitherto  advocatedfthe  letting  out  of  the 
public  printing  to  the  lowest  bidders.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule,  I  approve  of  that  manner  of  disposing  of 
the  public  work,  but  having  seen  so  many  practi- 
cal illustrations,  which  prove  that  we  cannot  get 
our  printing  done  in  a  suitable  manner  under  that 
system,  I  am  now-  of^aed  to  it«  If  this  work 
should  be  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder  through  the 
officers  of  the  two  Houses,  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
arill  be  done  in  the  manner  which  the  public  ser- 
vice requires.  If  the  officers  of  the  two  bodies 
have  the  matter  referred  to  them,  I  believe  they 
will  have  no  alternative,  and  we  shall  have  these 
important  returns  printed  like  every  class  of  pub- 
lic printing  for  the  last  few  y eara. 

Every  morning  we  hava  public  printing  laid  on 
our  tables.  1 1  is  done  under  a  law  which  provides 
that  it  shall  be  executed  on  paper  of  fifty  pounds 
to  the  ream,  and  at  a  cost  of  seven  dollars  and  a 
.half.  Now,  I  presume  those  who  execute  oiur 
printing  will  not  pretend  that  their  paper  weighs 
o^rer  forty  pcHiDoiB  to  the  ream,  or  that  it  costs 
more  than  nve  dollars.  And  I  learn  from  others 
that  the  paper  on  which  the  printing  is  generally 
done  ia  but  two  and  a  half  instead  of  seven  dollar 
paper.  Shall  these  valuable  censiyi  rsiums  be 
thus  printed  ?  And  yet,  if  we  impose  the  duty  of 
making  this  ccmtraot  upon  our  Secretary  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  R^Mresentatives,  wiU  they 
feel  themselves  authorized  to  do  otherwise  than 
aobmit  it  to  this  ruinous  svstem  of  competition 
which  is  productive  of  suen  lamentable  results? 
The  joint  Committee  on  Printing,  on  the  other 
hand,  firom  their  poaition  before  the  country  aeuld 
do  that  which  the  o£(cera  of  the  two  Houaaa  would 
not  venture  to  do.  The  joint  committee  could  cal- 
culate the  cost  of  good  paper;  thay  could  ascertain 
how  much  it  costa  per  hundred  emt  to  est  tjrpe; 
they  can  sit  down  and  in  a  fow  hours  make  a  cad- 
culation  showine  how  much  the  whole  work  will 
be  worth;  and  then  they  can  say  to  these  parties 
on  what  terms  they  will  be  willing  to  make  a  con- 
tract. They  can  say  we  will  g^re  you  ao  much 
for  performing  this  woik,  meaning  that  they  will 
give  a  fair  price  for  paper  and  for  aetting  the  typt, 
and  a  fair  profit  on  the  work.  That,  I  apprehend, 
Congress  is  willing  to  give.  We  do  not  desire  to 
give  less.  It  is  for  die  purpose  of  avoiding  the 
evila  resulting  from  the  present  contract  system  of 
printing  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  the  privilege  of  selecting  those 
whom  we  know  can  do  the  work,  and  do  it  weU. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  These  are  very  pracious 
confessions  which  the  gentlemen  are  making. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  telle  us  that  the  con- 
tract system  of  letting  our  printing  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  has  proved  a  failure;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  says  that  one  reason  of  that  is,  that 
the  Senate  will  not  sustain  the  Committee  on 
Printii^in  its  efforts  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for  the 
evil.  What  does  all  that  mean?  Why,  that  we 
have  not  the  virtue  and  the  firmness  to  rein  up 
those  persons  who  make  contracts  with  us  to  per- 
form their  duty.  That  I  understand  to  be  the 
plain  Eng^lish  of  it.  I,  for  one,  am  not  wiUing  to 
near  any  imputation  of  that  sort.  I  wish  to  sus- 
tain the  Committee  on  Public  Printing  in  its 
efforts  to  make  the  undertakars,  these  employees 
of  the  Gkrvemment  who  make  contracts  with  us, 
perform  their  duty.  I  am  not  willing,  for  one,  to 
say  to  my  constituents,  that  <*  that  rale  by  which 
all  your  oridges  are  built,  by^  which  all  your  jails 
ana  vonr  court^^iouses  and  public  works  are 
erectsa ,  by  whicKyeu  do  every  thing  in  your  neigh* 


borhood,  and  which  works  so  well  at  home,  fails 
in  Congress,  because  we  have  not  virtue  and  firm- 
ness enough  to  have  it  executed.*'  I  am  not 
willing  to  go  before  the  country  with  any  such 
aeknowled^ent  as  that.  Sir,  if  we  will  do  our 
duty^-4f  we  will  say  to  these  bidders  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  get  jobsand  ^ntracts.  Put  in  such  a 
bid  as  you  can  live  by,  and  if  you  do  not,  we  in- 
tend to  make  you  auffer  and  foel  the  effects  of  your 
own  folly;  nay;  of  your  own  frauds, — if  we  will 
do  that,  my  word  for  it  we  shall  have  our  work 
well  and  promptly  done;  and  we  shall  have  no 
more  complaints  about  not  being  able  to  get  it 
done. 

These  acknowledgments  are  refiestions  upon 
this  body,  refiections  upon  the  whole  country, 
and  reflections  especially  upon  the  employeea 
that  they  are  permitted  to  trifle  with  their  con- 
tracts, to  impose  upon  us  a  fraudulent  article  in 
paper,  to  execute  their  work  in  such  a  manner 
that  when  the  documents  are  placed  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  country  they  will  not  last  perliaps 
ten  yeara.  Theae  avowals  ara  degrading  to  us 
and  to  the  country.  We  ought  to  enforce  the 
remedy  by  telling  all  these  people,  in  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  You  must  **toe 
the  mark;''  you  shall  **toe  the  mark;"  and  if  you 
do  not  you  shcdl  reap  the  consequences  of  your 
own  folly  and  improvidence  in  making  bids  by 
which  you  cannot  stand.  It  isjnanifest  that  it  is 
the  conduct  of  Congress,  in  endeavoring  to  patch 
up  those  who  put  in  imprc^serand  fraudulent  bids, 
that  has  led  ^  to  the  wnole  series  of  mischiefs  of 
which  coinplaint  ia  now  made. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Mr.  President,  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  says  that  these  are  **  precious 
confessions,"  which  have  been  made  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  that  they  reflect  very  injurious- 
ly upon  membera  of  this  body.  I  am  net  respon- 
sible for  the  inferences  which  may  be  drawn  from 
what  he  caHs  *'  confessions"  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  have  always  acted  upon  the  rule,  thai 
trttth  should  be  told,  and  I  have  told  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  thank  you  for  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  not  responsible  for  the 
inforences  which  may  be  drawn.  I  based  my 
statement  upon  what  I  know  to  be  facta,  and  I 
wiH  give  the  case  to  which  I  particulariy  referred 
at  .the  time  I  made  the  remark.  During  the  last 
Congress  the  public  printing  was  let  out  by  coar 
tract.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, I  examined  that  contraet;  and  my  knowledge 
of  the  printing  buaineas,  though  ifnt  extensive  or 
minute,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  that  the  con- 
traetora  had  taken  the  public  printing  at  prices  at 
which,  if  the  contract  should  be  fiuthfully  exe- 
cuted, they  would  lose  a  large  amount  of  money. 
Before  any  of  the  public  printing  was  done,  I  no- 
tified them  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  -the  com- 
mittee—I  reminded  them  of  the  fact  that  the 
contrectora  of  the  preceding  Congress  had  come 
before  us  and  exhinited  t  losa  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars;  and  I  knew  that  they  (the  new 
contractora)  had  taken  the  work  at  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  lower,  and  that  it  was  imposaible 
for  tne  work  lo  be  performed  according  to  contraet 
without  heavy  loss.  By  authority  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  accompanied  this  notice  witn  the  assurance, 
in  advance,  that  they  would  be  held  to  a  faithful 
performance  of  th«r  eontract,  and  that  no  work 
nelow  the  contract  atandard  would  be  received  or 
paid  for. 

WeU,  the  work  came  in ;  it  was  at  first  a  little  be- 
low the  standard;  it  became  worse;  it  got  to  be  very 
bad ;  it  beeame  intolerable ;  I  rejected  it.  What  was 
the  consequence?  Was  I  sustained?  In  despite  of 
my  rejection  of  it,  the  work  continued  to  be  done 
in  this  inferior,  this  miserable  style,  and  was»sent 
here,  and  piled  up  in  the  dooument  room,  till  it 
reached  the  ceiling.  I  was  called  upon  every  day 
by  Senators,  who  requested  me  to  receive -the 
work.  I  refused.  I  said  it  was  done  in  violation 
of  the  contract;  that  I  could  not  receive  it,  nor  ap- 
prove any  account  for  its  payment.  The  con- 
tractor came  to  the  Senate,  ana  made  hia  appeal 
here;  and  the  consequence  was  that  I  was  over- 
ruled, and  the  work  was  received.  Senatora  had 
the documenu  folded  and  sent  to^heir  constituents. 
But  the  contractor  never  sent  his  bill  to  the  com- 
mitt^  while  I  remained  in  the  city.  He  retained 
them  till  after  I  had  left. 

I  was  comphiined  of,  I  was  censured,  but  I 
stood  upon  the  contract,  and  insisted  upon  its 
being  exeanted.-    Senatora  know  that.    1  make 
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no  random  assertions.  I  state  what  ia  known  to 
be  true  by  all  who  were  here  at  the  time.  Work 
of  an  inferior  quality,  not  half  up  to  the  contract 
standard,  was  received.  And  not  only  was  the 
proposition  made  here,  but  it  actually  passed  this 
Dody,  to  pay  the  contractor  a  pront  of  ten  per 
cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  his  expenditures.  { 
That  failed  in  the  other  House.  But  at  the  last 
session  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  a 
joint  resolution,  not  only  receiving  all  hiawork, 
but  providing  for  paying  him  a  profit  of  nearly 
two  hundred  jthousand  dollars  on  that  work.  It 
came  to  the  Senate  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and 
was  not  passed.  If  it  had  come  earlier,  I  cannot 
say  what  would  have  been  its  fate.  The  resolu- 
tion, as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives, 
allowed  a  profit,  as  i  can  show  any  one  by  a  sim- 
ple calculation,  of  very  nearly  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  on  the  work.  Was  that  no  censure 
on  the  Cpmmittee  on  Printing  that  had  performed 
their  duty  in  rejecting  the  work  ?  Was  it  no  cen- 
sure on  the  committee  to  receive  the  work  and  to 
pay  the  contractor  a  profit  -  in  double  the  amount 
of  the  contract,  for  a  violation  of  that  contract? 
These  are  the  facts  to  which  I  alluded;  and  the? 
are  facts  which  cannot  be  controverted.  Call 
them  **precious  confessions,"  or  what  you  please; 
let  them  reflect  injuriously  upon  whom  they  may, 
I  appeal  to  the  Senate  for  their  truth,  and  am  not 
responsible  for  th£m  or  their  consequences.  I  did 
all  m  my  power  to  prevent  their  occurrence.  .  Had 
I  been  sustained  in  that  attempt,  the  Senate  would 
have  been  apored  these  ^* confessions,"  and  have 
avoidai  any  censure  they  may  imply. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  the  proposition 
under  consideration  is,  as  I  understand  it,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  be  substituted  for  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  that  the  same  powers 
shall  be  given  to  the  Secretary  and  the  Clerk,  which 
this  resolution  'proposes  to  give  to  the  committee, 
to  make  this  contract.  My  friend  from  Indiana 
says  the  object  of  this  amendment  will  be  to  put 
this  printing  out  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  cannot 
see  tnat  that  is  to  be  the  legitimate  result  of  the 
amendment  which  has  been  proposed.  What  is 
to  be  the  efiTect  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
be  directed,  if  this  amendment  should  prevail,  to 
make  this  contract;  they  would  be  directed  to  make 
it  in  tht  same  words  in  which  the  resolution  directs 
the  committee  to  moke  it.  Why,  then,  are  we  to 
assume  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House  would  let  this  work  out  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  if  the  committee  are  not  bound  to  do 
so  ?  The  gentleman  tells  us,  that  it  is  because  the 
committee  would  assume  responsibilities  which 
the  Secretary  and  Clerk  would  not  assume.  The 
argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  CassI  is,  that  the  Secretary  of  this 
body  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  will  employ 
persons  who  are  not  prepared  to  do  the  work. 
His  whole  argument  is  predicated  upon  that  as- 
sumption. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  I 
will  correct  him.  I  meant  to  convey  no  such  idea. 
I  merely  meant  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  this 
body  and  the  Clerk  or  the  other  House  might  con- 
ceive it  to  be  their  business  to  ^o  to  every  printer, 
and  ask  the  lowest  price  at  which  he  would  do  the 
work,  and  take  that  as  a  standard.  That  was  my 
idea. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  idea  conveyed  to  my  mind 
by  the  Senator's  remarks  was,  that  he  supposed 
the  Secretary  and  Clerk«  if  this  matter  were  leA  to 
them,  woula  employ  persons  who  were  not  pre- 
pared to  do  the  work:  whilst  the  Committee  on 
Printing  would  employ  those  persons  who  had 
their  printing  presses  and  paper  and  everything 
ready,  prepared  to  go  on  with  tne  work.  It  occurs 
to  me,  that  from  die  very  fact  that  the  persons 
who  would  have  to  make  the  contract,  if  this 
amendment  should  pass,  ii^ould  not  be  willing  to 
assume  the  responsibility  which  it  is  supposed  the 
committee  would  be  willing  to  assume,  that  they 
would  take  care  to  employ  those  who  were  pre- 
pared to  do  the  work — ^persons  who  would  do  the 
work  well,  and  who  would  do  it  at  a  fair  price — 
because  they  would  act  as  though  they  owed  re- 
sponsibility to  the  respective  Houses  for  which 
they  acted.  On  the  other  hand,  a  committee  might 
aet  without  any  fear  of  that  responsibility.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
that,  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  the  per- 


formance of  the  work  will  be  better  secured  than 
if  ii  were  left  to  the  committee. 

1  can  see  no  reason  why  the  committee  should 
be  preferred  to  the  Secretary  and  Clerk,  except 
the  ground,  not  brought  into  view  very  directly, 
but  certainly  covered  up  by  what  has  been  said, 
that  the  committee  mi|;nt  give  this  printing  to  a 
political  press  irrespective  of  the  manner  in  which 
It  is  to  be  performed,  and  irrespective  of  the  price; 
whilst  the  Secretary  of  this  body  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  other  House,  owin^  responsibility  to  their  re- 
spective bodies,  would  oe  afraid  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BORLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  amendment;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BADGER.  As  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered  on  this  amendment,  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  to  explain  the  reasons  of  my  vote.  I 
a^ree  that  the  duty  which  the  amendment  of  my 
friend  from  Arkansas  proposes  to  impose  upon  the 
officers  of  the  two  Houses,  is  at  once  a  difficult 
and  delicate  one.  For  myself,  I  should  be  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  resolution  should  remain  in 
its  ori^nal  form;  but  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Printing 
Committee,  informs  the  Senate  that  he  is  not  will- 
ing to  take  the  responsibility  which  it  is  thus  pro- 
Cosed  to  devolve  upon  him.  He  is  not  wilUng  to 
ecome  an  agent  for  contracting  to  let  out  the  work 
of  the  Senate.  And  when  I  recur  to  the  rule  of 
the  Senate  under  which  that  committee  was  consti- 
tuted, and  find  that  no  duty  of  the  kind  was  con- 
templated to  be  imposed  upon  that  committee;  and 
that  this  resolution,  in  its  original  shape,  directs 
this  committee  to  perform  what  does  not  properly 
belong  to  the  Senatorial  duties  of  members  of  this 
body,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can,  with  propriety,  with , 
a  just  reeard  for  the  motives  which  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  has  stated,  and  from  the  circum- 
stances of  this  casetwhich  entitle  him  to  ask  an 
exemption  fVom  having  placed  upon  him  a  duty, 
not  belonging  to  his  o^ce  as  a  Senator,  and  not 
belonging  to  the  position  which  he  occupies  on 
the  committee,  refuse  a  vote  which  is  to  concede 
to  him  what  he  desires,  and  what  I  think  he  has  a 
right  to  ask.  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  refuse  to  ex- 
empt him  from  a  duty  which  I  think  the  resols* 
tion  cannot  rightfully  impose  upon  him  and  his 
associates  of  the  Printing  Committee.  For  that 
reason,  and  that  reason  only,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  wishTto  make  a  statement,  which 
I  think  will  induce  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Badgkr]  to  change  his  opinion.  I  wish 
to  ask  this  question  of  the  Printing  Committee : 
Suppose  the  present  contractor  fiuls  to  perforin  his 
duty,  would  it  not  then  be  the  duty  <^  tne  Printing 
Committee  to  make  a  contraet  for  the  printanj^?  I 
so  understand  the  law.  The  very  duty  which  it 
is  said  we  are  now  throwing  upon  the  committee 
is  already  imposed  upon  them  oy  law.  They  are 
now  required,  if  1  understand  the  law,  in  the  event 
of  the  contractor  failing  to  perform  his  duty,  to 
make  another  contract  for  the  Congressional  print- 
ing. Then  this  is  not  a  new  duty  which  we  would 
impose  upon  them.  It  is  merely  acting  up  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  law. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  1  wish  merely  to  get  the 
statement  of  a  fact.  I  understand  that  this  matter 
was  submitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  that  a  majority  of  that  committee  overruled  the 
Senator  who  nas  offered  this  amendment,  and  re- 
fused to  accede  to  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  Senator  from  Alabama 
ia  correct.  I  did  not  ofif^  this  amendment  as 
coming  from  the  committee.  I  offered  it  from  my 
own  sense  of  propriety.  Since  the  Senator  has 
referred  to  the  action  of  the  joint  committee,  it 
will  not  be  improper,  I  apprehend,  to  state  the 
vote  of  the  committee.  I  will  state  it.  The  joint 
committee,  as  is  known  to  the  Senate,  is  composed 
of  three  members  of  the  House  and  three  Sen- 
ators. The  vote  was,  three  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution, two  against  it,  and  one  member  of  the 
committee  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  voted  with  the 
majority .  I  so  voted  with  the  express  declaration , 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  getting^  the  matter 
before  the  Senate,  but  that  f  would  offer  this 
amendment.  If  the  whole  of  the  committee  had 
voted,  I  think  there  would  have  been  a  majority 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  I  proposed  to  amend 
it,  and  that  it  will  be  so  found  when  the  vote 
comes  to  be  taken  here.  At  any  rate,  this  amend- 
ment of  mine  represents  the  sentiments  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  oommittee. 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  Pre8iden^  I  only 
to  state,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
ehairman  of  the  Committee  on  Prtnttng,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  vote  which  decided  this  matter,  that  I 
am,  myself,  the  individual  upon  that  coraitiittee 
who  withheld  his  vote.  1  withheld  it  for  this  rea* 
son:  I  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  contract  to  the 
persons  named  in  the  resolution;  and  so  I  am  now; 
out  I  was  not  in  favor  of  making  any  committee 
a  **  pack-horse"  for  the  Senate,  nor  was  I  in  favor 
of  making  any  committee  of  Senators  go  out  into 
the  streets  and  chaflTer  for  the  Senate,  while  they 
had  ministerial  officers  to  whom  those  duties  prop- 
erjy  belonged.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  viU 
recollect  the  fact,  that  I  withheld  my  vote,  not  be- 
cause I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  but  solely 
because  I  wisned  this  business  to  be  done  by  our 
ministerial  ofilcers  and  not  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    That  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Mr.  President.  I  certainly  felt 
some  delicacy  in  pressing  this  resolution  after  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  announced  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  resolution  upon  the  committee;  but  sioce 
his  first  speech  I  have  turned  my  attention  to  the 
^neral  law  under  which  the  printing  of  Congress 
IS  now  done,  and  I  find  that  this  joint  resolution 
proposes  nothing  more  than  is  now  in  force  under 
a  law  that  was  passed  On  the  3d  of  August,  1846. 
I  understand  from  that  law  that  if  a  contractor 
should  fail  to  perform  the  public  printing,  or  any 
part  of  it,  it  is  the  business  of  the  committee  of 
the  two  Houses  to  select  another  agent,  and  make 
full  and  ample  provision  for  the  puUic  printing'. 
But  the  law  does  not  stop  there.  It  goem  an  to 
say,  that  these  committees  shall  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  public  printers.    There  is  great  force  and 

Propriety  in  that  law,  because  the  Committee  on 
rioting  in  each  House  has  been  f^imished  with  a 
clerk;  and  during  the  recess  of  the  last  Congress, 
or  the  Congress  oefore  the  last,  I  am  not  certain 
which,  a  committee  of  Senators  sat,  and  for  ser- 
vices which  they  then  rendered  as  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Printing,  they  received  their 
per  diem  of  ei^ht  dollars. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  statement  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  TMr.  Brioht]  has  reference  to 
a  state  of  things  which  existed  before  I  became 
a  member  of  the  committee  or  of  the  Senate. 
Prior  to  that  time  it  was  customary,  not  for  the 
conimittee  to  remain,  but  for  one  member  to  re* 
main  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  puUic  prinCare, 

Presented  after  the  adjomnment  of  the  Senate, 
ince  I  have  been  on  the  committee,  a  different 
eractice  has  prevailed.    Now,  instead  of  any  mem- 
er  of  the  committee  requainin^  to  audit  tM  mint- 
ers'  accounts,  and  drawing  his  per  Mem  aarinr 
that  period,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Clan 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  dedt  of 
the   Committee  on  Printing,  are  constituted  a 
board  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  pab« 
lie  printers  durine  the  recess.    The  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Uie  Clerk  of  the  House  receive 
no  extra  compensation  for  that  service;  but  the 
clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  merely  re- 
ceives his  per  diem.    That  is  the  present  state  of 
thecaMw 

Mr.  BRI^^HT.  I  do  not  understand  the  law, 
however,  to  have  been  changed  since  the  period 
mentioned.  The  same  law  under  which  Senators 
and  Representatives  acted  as  a  joint  committee, 
and  drew  pay  during  vacation  then,  is  now  in 
force.  The  Senator  complains  of  the  duty  which 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  Committee  on  Printine. 
I  think  that  the  reading  of  the  law  will  dearfy 
demonstrate  that  we  do  not  propose  to  iAmoee  any 
additional  duty  on  that  committee.  Tnis  Joint 
resolution  will  throw  no  additional  labors  on  tnem 
whatever.  The  law  of  3d  of  August,  1846*  under 
which  the  public  printing  is  now  done,  provides— 

"  Tbat  a  coomilttee,  consivting  of  three  member*  of  the 
Senate  and  three  member*  of  the  Hoiue  of  Re|»re«eat- 
Rtivea,  shall  be  ehoaen  by  their  recpective  Hooses,  which 
shall  constinite  a  Committee  on  Printiaf,  which  ihall  have 
power  to  adopt  such  measare*  a*  may  be  deemed  necesaa- 
ry  to  remedy  any  negligence  or  delay  on  the  put  of  ite 
contractor  to  execaie  work  ordered  by  Consiev,  and  tn 
make  a  oro  roia  reduction  of  the  compensatloa  allowed, 
or  to  reutae  ttie  work  allogethery  dKmkl  it  be  inferior  to  th« 
standard." 

This  committee,  as  it  is  now  ofganized  imder 
this  law,  has  large  and  plenary  powers.  It  has  a 
right  to  declare  a  contract  under  that  law  abro« 
gated  by  anynon»fulfiUment;  and  I  think  oor  com- 
mittee ought  to  have  dodared  the  present  eoAtraci 
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L,  if  the  character  of  the  priuting  be  as  it  ij« 
Tcpraaeoted  to  be  by  the  chairnuin;  and  I  think  he 
itpccyems  the  case  correctljr.  That^  however,  is 
perhaps  outside  of  the  question  now  before  us. 

The  hfNiorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
pir.  Badcmir]  was  inchned  to  vote  against  the 
■■■ndmrnf  uuiil  he  was  convinced  by  the  remarks 
«|^  Senator  from  Arkansas  that  tliis  would  ii^- 
^  mm  additional  duties  upon  the  Committee  on 
Aatfing.  I  have  read  this  section  of  the  law  of 
J8I6  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  his  mind,  and  the 
mxodm  of  other  Senators,  upon  that  point;  for  it 
tmUj  does  iroppse  no  addiuonal  duties. 

Mr,  BORLAND.  The  Senator  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  BaiGUT,]  it  seems  to  me,  must  perceive  a  very 
material  difference  in  the  cases  to  which  he  has 
ntared.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1846,  from 
-vhic^  he  has  read,  provision  is  made  against  a 
enntingency  that  is  supposed  not  likely  to  hap- 
pen: that  in  case  the  public  printer  should  vie- 
kle  his  contract,  then  tne  Committee  on  Printing 
•hoolii  have  power  to  employ  somebody  else  to  do 
&e  work  and  pay  for  it.  It  provides  furtlier  that 
t^  pablic  printer  and  his  sureties  shall  be  respon- 
sible lor  the  difference  between  the  contract  price 
and  the  increased  amount  which  shall  be  paid  for 
the  work.  Such  a  case  has  not  arisen  smce  the 
Committee  on  Printing  has  been  constituted. 

There  has  been  no  case  jn  which  this  duty  has 
hen  performed',  and  alUiough  the  committee 
BUght  nave  to  perform  it,  it  is  a  provision  against 
acoodngency  which  was  supposed  not  likely  to 
happen,  and  not  a  prescribed  duty.  At  the  time 
tkt  joint  resolution  passed^  I  suppose  no  one 
cted  that  the  contractors  would  not  fulfill 
contracts.  But  here  it  is  proposed  to  send 
ths  committee  out  beyond  the  wails  of  the  Capitol 
to  chaffer  and  make  bargains.  Nothing  of  the 
■wt  ta  done  by  any  committee  of  either  House. 
We  have  a  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
take*  charge  of  all  matters  relating  to  ue 
biiildinfi;8*,  but  that  committee  is  not  re- 
to  make  contracts  for  building.  There 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  for  that 
We  have  a  Committee  on  the  Con- 
Exp^enses  of  the  Senate.  That  commit- 
I  aappose,  audits  the  accounts  for  the  fuel 
],  and  the  stationery  used  by  the  Senate; 
bvtdo  we  send  that  committee  out  to  contract 
the  wood  haulers  and  paper  makers  of  the 
to  supply  the  Senate  ?  We  have  a  Com- 
oa  Naval  Affairs,  but  that  committee  does 
teke  contracts  f^  the  building  of  ships  of 
The  Senator  from  California  has  referred  to 
the  mails.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
on  the  policy  or  propriety  of  a  par- 
ire,  but  it  is  not  required  to  make 
with  persons  for  carrying  the  mails. 
jn,  should  we  reouire  the  Conunittee  on 
which  was  nosed  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
^oefOions  submitted  to  the  Senate  as  to 
,)nety  of  printing  documents,  to  go  into 
ami  perform  a  duty  so  different  from  any 
iatr  Informed  by  other  committees  of  the  Sen- 
mti  rihj  should  you  require  that  committee  to 
ftnet with  printers  for  doinf  this  work?  1  can 
09  reason  for  jt.  It  is  without  precedent.  1 
jme  to  niY  objections. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  thereis  nothine 
■I  the  joi|it  resolution  of  1846,  as  I  think  was  weU 
aMsd  by  the  Senator  from  Arkatieas,  which  is  at 
all  eondusive  upon  the  objection  which  he  has 
■tiifd»  and  whicn  I  was  inclined  to  support  by 
my  Tote.  ^  That  joint  resolution  requires  contracts 
far  the  printing  to  be  made  by  the  executive  offi- 
eets  of  the  two  Hoi&ses.  They  advertise  for  pro- 
posids.  'I^^y  receive  proposali|.  They  come  to 
a  decision.  They  award  tne  contract.  And  then 
the  rewdtttion  proceeds  to  make  provision  for 
easiS,  BOt»  as  some  gentlemen  have  supposed,  un- 
fikeij  to  happen,  bat  I  presume  from  the  very 
Biiiire  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1846,  to  provide 
Ibraease  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  very 
Sksly  to  happen;  that  is,  a  case  wherein  the  con- 
tractor wooU  not  discharge  his  duty;  and  in  such 
as  event,  it  directs  the  Jomt  Committee  on  Print- 
aig  to  take  such  measures  as  should  be  necessary 
on  aceoont  of  the  failure  on  tlie  part  of  the  con- 
ttselor.  They  were  to  do  what  the  emergency 
reipursd*  The  law  provides,  that  during  the  ses- 
iioa  of  Congress,  wnen  there  would  be  no  opnor- 
toaky  of  resorting  to  any  other  instrumentauty, 
thsiniMCommittee  should  at  once,  and  promptly, 
soppqr  tb«  nMAiM  of  doing  the  printing  whidb  tnt 


two  Houses  had  ordered.  That  is,  in  substance, 
what  thejoint  resolution  of  1846  directs. 

Now,  It  is  proposed  to  put  the  Committee  on 
Printing  in  a  new  altitude — to  origijmte  contracts 
and  make  bargains.  Well,  itr  shows,  if  anything 
were  necessary  to  show  it,  how  exceedingly  un* 
fortunate  the  joint  resolution  of  1846  was.  1 1  was 
unfortunate  in  many  respects;  unfortunate,  as  I 
think,  in  the  whole  contract  system,  which  has 
produced  nothing  but  difficulty,  delay,  bad  paper, 
bad  printing,  and  bad  binding,  for  the  Senate  as 
well  as  tor  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  un- 
fortunate in  this — a  consequence  flowing  out  of 
the  first  unfortunate  step  of  the  resolution — in  in- 
troducing a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  to 
a  function,  which  1  believe  was  never  before  dis- 
charged by  any  committee.  We  are  now  to  take 
a  still  further  step,  and  put  a  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  in  the  attitude  of  making  contracts  and 
bargains.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  taking  a 
step  which  the  two  Houses  will  find  reason  to 
repent.  There  is  great  force  in  the  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas,  that,  whilst 
we.  have  committees  charged  with  a  great  many 
subjects  re)|iting  to  contracts,  in  no  instance  has 
any  of  these  committees  been  charged  wjth  the 
making  of  contracts. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Has  not  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  been  required  by  the  Senate  ^to  make  a 
contract  for  the  printing  of  the  papers  of  Jefferson 
and  Madison  ?  This  is  a  case  m  point.  1  ajppeal 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  it  that 
is  not  a  fact. 

Mr.  PEARCB.  The  statement  of  the  Senator 
is  correct.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  were 
charged  with  the  duty  of  attending  to  that  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  the  honorable  Senator  had 
only  adverted  to  the  facts  of  that  case,  he  would 
have  seen  that  it  had  no  reference  to  such  a  one 
as  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
When  the  Confess  of  the  United  States  purchased 
the  papers  of  the  distinguished  dead,  to  whom  he 
has  alluded,  it  was  a  subject  of  literary  taste — ^it 
was  a  subject  of  Congressional  and  delicate  dis- 
cretion that  must  have  oeen  Exercised  bv  the  com- 
mittee of  our  body  to  determine  whicn  of  those 
papers  should  be  printed.  It  was  not  intended  by 
Conpess  that  the  whole  of  the  papers  indiscrimi- 
nately purchased  should  be  printea  at  the  expense 
of  the  Qovemment,  and  it  necessarily  and  prop- 
erly devolved  on  its  committee  the  difficult  and 
dehcate  duty  of  making  a  selection .  A  just  regturd 
to  the  interests  of  the  public  made  it  necessary 
that  that  matter  should  oe  under  the  disposal  of 
the  committee. 

But  1  was  about  to  sav  that  my  friend  from 
Arkansas,  in  his  zeal  of  iJlustratioB,'(if  he  will 

Eermit  me  to  say  so,)  fell  into  one  grave  error — 
e  undertook  to  refer  to  the  functions  discharged 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate.  I  beg  him  to  be  more  cautious  here- 
after— he  was  touching  a  subject  which  should 
never  be  alluded  to  in  open  Senate.  He  knows 
very  well  that  in  one  of  the  Departments  of  the 
Government  which  has  charge  of  our  external 
affairs,  there  is  secret  service  money,  and  who- 
ever heard  any  inquiries  made  with  regard  to  that 
fund  ?  The  remark  of  the  Senator  was  irregular. 
I  know  it  was  not  intentional,  i  was  once  a 
member  of  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the 
Conting^t  Expenses  of  the  Senate.  Unfortunately 
for  the  Senate  and  for  the  country,  I  am  no  longer 
so.  [Laughter.]  But  still  I  cherish  a  very  high 
respect  for  the  confidential  operations  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  I  hope  on  no  occasion  hereafter  to  see 
such  indiscretion  committed  by  my  friend,  or  by 
any  other  member  of  the  body,  as  to  allude  to  the 
particular  functions  which  they  discharge. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  tlie  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas; but  lest  I  should  seem  discourteous  towards 
him,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, I  desire  to  make  an  explanation  of  the  rea- 
sons which  influence  my  vote.  I  think  that  some 
reform  is  necessary  in  r^ard  to  our  printing.  I 
think  something  should  be  done  by  wjiich  effi- 
ciency would  be  secured,  and  when  we  order 
documents,  that  they  will  be  printed  in  some 
reasonable  time.  I  have  received  various  letters 
and  communications  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
asking  me  for  copies  of  the  census  returns.  1 
received  some  of  tnem  so  lon^  since  that  I  have 
lost  or  rnishdd  them;  and  I  do  not  know  that  I 


could  find  them  all.  Now,  I  know,  by  repeated  - 
conversations  with  the  worthy  Secretary  of  this 
body,  that  he  does  not  desire  that  this  duty  should 
be  imposed  upon  him.  1  know  that  he  has  be- 
sought me,  as  a  member  of  the  body,  to  keep  this 
duty  off  him. 

In  reply  to  the  political  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  f  am  ready \o  say^ 
that  so  far  as  the  bestowment  of  this  job,  or  any 
other  job  which  is  proposed  here,  is  concerned,  I 
shall  expect  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  give  a 

Preference  to  those  of  their  own  political  faith; 
ut  I  expect  them  to  do  it  upon  most  reasonable 
and  just  terms.  I  believe  that  the  Committee  on 
Printing  of  this  body  is  competent  to  discharge 
all  and  singular  its  duties;  and  if  a  comparison 
must  be  instituted  between  that  Committee  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  or  the  Clerk  of  tlie 
House  of  R]epresentatives^  I  believe,  whether  as 
Senators  or  as  practical  prmters,  I  should  give  the 
committee  the  preference  if  the  printing  were  my 
own  or  if  it  were  to  be  done  for  the  Senate.  They 
have  had  experience  in  their  station.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  body,  I  have  had  something  to  do  in 
retaining  them  in  their  present  position  for  this 
session.  I  have  been  glad  to  help  to  replace  them 
in  the  position  which  they  have  heretofore  occu«- 
pied.  I  approved  of  their  course  during  the  last 
session,  and  I  am  disposed  to  sustain  them  in  this 
position,  believing,  as  1  do,  that  they  are  more 
competent  as  practical  printers,  and  better  judges 
of  what  is  economical  and  proper  to  be  done  * 
under  this  contract  than  either  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  or  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
at  all  changed  ray  views  upon  this  subject.  Befort 
doing  what  I  now  rise  to  do,  I  wish  to  say  a  very 
few  words.  I  reassert,  and  I  do  it  with  afi  candor 
and  sincerity,  that  I  am  not  competent  to  perform 
the  duty  which  this  resolution  proposes  to  impose 
on  me.  i  candidly  confess  that  I  do  not  know 
how  to  perform  it,  and  I  have  not  now  time  to 
learn.  If  the  other  members  of  the  committee  have 
this  competency,  they  will  have  to'  .peribrm  the 
duty.  If  not,  it  will  not  be  performed  by  the 
committee  at  all.  Of  this  I  now  give  fair  notice 
to  the  Senate.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make 
this  statement.  Whatever  opinion  other  Senators 
may  entertain  of  my  competency  for  this  business^ 
I  tiunk  I  ^now  what  I  am  able  to  do;  and  I  know 
that  I  am  not  competent  to  do  this.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  a  man  cannot  know  him- 
self. I  have  always  thought  that  a  man 's  capacity 
is  better  known  to  himself  than  to  anybody  else. 
I  have  looked  somewhat  into  this  matter,  and  I 
know  I  am  not  capable  of  performing  tliis  duty. 
For  that  reason,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  obliged  to 
perform  it.  But  as  I  fear  that  my  amendment  may 
embarrass  some  of  my  friends,  and  as  I  am  un- 
willing to  impose  duties  on  the  executive  officers 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  which  would  in- 
volve them  in  any  painful  or  injurious  responsi- 
bility, or  which  their  friends  are  unwilling  that 
they  should  assume,  I  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  proposed;  closing  my  remarks 
with  a  repetition  of  the  assurance  to  the  Senate 
that  I  am  unable  to  perform  the  duty  required  by 
the  resolution,  and  if  it  is  imposed  on  the  commit- 
tee I  shall  not  undertake  it.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment  if  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

The  PRESIDENT.  By  unanimous  consent 
the  amendment  can  be  withdrawn. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  some  views  which  I  de- 
sire to  present  to  the  Senate  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  will  be  very  likely  to  occupy  more 
time  than  remains  at  present  according  to  the  ordi- 
nary practice  of  the  Senate.  I  would,  therefore, 
be  very  glad  to  have  this  resolution  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  I  therefore  move,  it  it  meets 
the  approbation  of  ))onorabIe  members  of  the 
body,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  one 
o'clock  to-morrow,  |md  be  made  the  special  order 
for  that  time^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  22,  noes  18. 

ASSIGNMENT  OP  PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam  Darby  was  under  consideration  yesterday, 
but  it  was  then  interrupted  by  the  introduction  of 
the  distingtHshed  stranger  who  then  visited  us.  I 
hope  it  will  now  be  disposed  of.    It  was  laid  on 
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the  table  yesterday  on  my  motion.    I  move  that 
it  be  DOW  taken  up. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  take  thit 
occaaion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a 
resolution  which  waa  adopted  some  time  since  in 
these  words: 

"RcMolvtiy  Thnl  after  the  1st  day  of  Jonuary  next  Fridays 
of  each  week  sball  b^set  i^ide  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate claimii,  and  thai  on  those  daya  private  billi  shall  have 
priority  over  all  other  butiiMM." 

The  Chair  brings  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  in  conseouence  of  a  difTerent 
construction  being  put  on  tnis  resolution  as  he 
understands  by  different  Senators.  There  seems 
to  be  doubt  as  to  whether  it  is  intended  that  that 
day  shall  be  exclusively  set  apart  for  private  bills, 
and  thai  they  shall  not  be  taken  up  on  any  other 
day,  or  whether  thty  shall  be  taken  up  in  regular 
order  on  the  calendar  as  they  are  reacnfed  and  yet 
have  entire  preference  on  Friday.  The  Chair  is 
unwilling  to  give  any  construction  of  the  resolu- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  is  for  the  Senate  to  decide 
what  they  intended  when  they  adopted  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  1  think  the  Senate  itself  has 
put  a  constructii*n  on  that  rule.  I  recollect  that  a 
similar  rule  was  in  force  two  or  three  sessions  ago, 
and  the  construction  then  was,  that  such  a  rule 
did  not  prevent  private  bills  being  considered  when 
they  were  reached  on  the  calendar  in  regular  or- 
der, even  though  it  was  not  on  the  day  fixed. 

I  consider  that  the  Senate  has  at  'his  session 
put  that  construction  on  this  rule,  because  yester- 
day they  took  up  several  private  bills  and  dis- 
posed of  them. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair,  without  con- 
sulting the  Senate  yesterday,  finding  them  npon 
the  general -orders,  took  up  several  bills,  which 
were  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  They  have  not 
been  read  a  third  time  to-dav,  because  the  Chair 
kept  them  back  until  the  ^nate  should  decide 
whether  private  bills  v^ere  to  be  acted  upon  on 
every  day  of  the  week  or  only  on  Friday. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  It  certainly  was  my  construc- 
tion, and  the  construction  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor who  offered  the  resolution,  that  fixing  a  par- 
ticular day  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills 
should  not  deprive  them  of  the  privilege  of  beinj^ 
considered  on  other  davs  when  reached  in  their 
order,  because  it  mignt  very  well  happen  that 
such  a  rule  as  that  would  do  great  iniury  to  those 
whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit,  ft  very  often 
happens  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  session  we 
do  not  sit  on  Friday,  and  very  often  on  those 
days  private  bills  are  necessarily  interrupted  by  a 
press  of  other  business.  And  if  by  fixing  a  par- 
ticular day  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills, 
we  cannot  take  them  up  at  any  other  time,  such  a 
rule,  instead  of  promoting  the  interests  of  parties, 
mi^ht  subject  them  to  great  inconvenience. 

f  hope  the  Senate  will  agree  with  me  in  the  con- 
struction which  I  have  given  to  the  rule,  that  when 
these  bills  are  reached  in  their  regular  order  in'the 
calendar,  they  will  be  taken  up  as  well  as  consid- 
ered on  Friday.  I  think  that  was  the  general  un- 
derstanding of  the  rule  when  it  existed  at  previous 
sessions. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  recollect  distijjctly  that  1 
opposed  the  resolu  Aon  at  the  time  it  was  introduced 
and  one  of  the  grounds  that  I  took  was,  that  it 
would  wprk  an  injury  to  private  claimants,  for  it 
would  devote  Friday  to  them,  and  thev  would  be 
denied  a  place  on  the  calendar,  which  they  had 
hitherto  enjoyed.  It  certainly  could  not  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  have  given  private 
bills  a  precedence  over  public  bills,  not  only  on 
Fridays  but  on  all  other  days.  They  could  not 
have  mtended  by  setting  apart  a  day  for  their  con- 
sideration, that  on  other  days  they  should  also 
have  precedence  over  bills  of  general  interest. 
Under  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  are  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  private  bills,  and  under  these  rules, 
they  are  not  considered  on  any  other  days.  I 
think  such  is  the  fair  consequence  of  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  rule;  and  therefore  it  was  that  I 
thought  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  rule, 
that  we  would  be  better  off  if  we  adhered  to  the 
old  practice  of  the  Senate,  and  stood  by  the  calen- 
dar. We  would  be  better  off  if  the  Senate  would 
return  to  the  ancient  rule.  I  suppose  the  rule  must 
be  construed  as  it  was  construed  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  If  certain  days  are  to  be  assigned 
to  private  bills,  they  ought.to  be  confined  to  those 


days,  that  we  may  have  the  rest  of  the  week  for 
the  transaction  of^  public  business,  or  else  let  us 
return  to  the  old  rule,  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There^  is  nothing  in  the  rule 
or  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
of  private  bills  which  either  expresses  or  implies 
that  these  bills  should  not  be  In  order  on  any  other 
day  of  the  week  than  Friday.  The  resolution  sim- 
ply declares  that  on  Friday  they  shall  have  priority. 
On  the  other  days  they  have  no  priority.  There 
is  notliing  in  the  resolution  which  says  thev  shall 
not  be  considered  on  any  other  day.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  to  prevent  them  being 
considered  when  they  are  reached  on  the  calendar — 
no  matter  on  what  day.  This  is  not  the  first  in- 
stance in  which  the  Senate  lias  passed  the  resolu- 
tion setting  apart  Friday  for  the  consideration  of 
private  bills.  It  has  been  done  at  former  session^ 
at  which  I  have  been  here,  and  I  have  never  heard 
it  suggested  before  that  in  consequence  of  setting 
apart  Friday  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills 
it  was  not  in  order  to  take  them  up  on  (my  other 
day,  when  they  were  reached  on  the  calendar. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  resolution — nothing  in  the 
practice  of  the  Senate  under  former  resolutions  of 
the  kind  which  sanctions  the  idea  that  by  having 
Friday  given  to  private  bills  they  lose  their  chance 
on  every  other  clay  of  the  week. 

Mr.  BRA  DBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  voted  for 
the  rule  setting  apart  Friday  for  the  consideration 
of  private  bills.  I  believed,  that  by  assij^ing  a 
particular  day  for  their  general  consideration,  our 
attention  would  be  drawn  to  those  bills  which 
were  matters  of  private  <!oneem,  and  that  we 
should  be  more  likely  to  give  them  a  careful  con- 
sideration, and  discriminate  between  those  which 
have  merit  and  those  which  have  not.  One  diffi- 
culty which  1  hoped  to  avoid,  was  the  constant 
habit  of  springing  upon  the  Senate  the  considera- 
tion of  mattera  about  which  we  necessarily  could 
know  notliing.  If  we  are  repeatedly  called  upon, 
and  without  any  indication  as  to  the  time  when  to 
consider  those  mattera  which  are  not  of  such  gen- 
eral concern,  we  necessarily  pass  our  opinion  upon 
them  without  the  requisite  information.  If,  how- 
ever, we  set  apart  a  q^y  >  as  the  Senate  has  already 
done,  for  their  consioeration,  every  Senator  has 
notice  that  such  bills  are  to  come  up.  I  do  not 
say  that  we  should  be  confined  to  that  day  when 
they  are  reached  on  the  calendar  in  their  order.  I 
would  consider  them  on  other  days;  but  if,  after 
having  given  them  priority  on  one  day,  we  will 
now  say  that  we  are  to  call  them  up  irregularly, 
we  shall  have  ourselves  exposed  to  the  difficulty  to 
which  we  had  hoped  we  had  put  an  end,  by  setting 
apart  a  particular  day.  I  hope,  then,  that  private 
bills  will  not  be  brought  up  irr^ularly,  but  that 
we  shall  consider  £hem  only  when  reached  in  their 
order  upon  the  calendar,  or  on  Friday,  except 
some  good  and  satisfactory  reason  can  be  given  for 
taking  up  a  particular  bill  out  of  order.  After 
having  given  them  priority  on  one  day,  they 
should  stand  on  the  calendar  until  reached  m  regu- 
lar order  on  other  dajrs.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a  gentleman 
whom  we  would  alUvery  gladly  aoeommodate, 
may  not  pravail,  unless  some  particular  reason  can 
be  given  why  the  bill  which  he  proposes  should 
be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  all  this  opposition 
to  private  bills,  it  seems  to  me,  proceeds,  or  seems 
to  proceed,  from  the  principle  of  guarding  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  We  have  got  into 
difficulty  by  almost  repudiating  all  the  debts  of 
this  Government.  Tliis  is  the  way  that  fraudulent 
claims  pass.  Individuals  who  have  claims  against 
the  Government,  come  forward  and  present  them, 
and  are  delayed  in  one  way  or  another  until  they 
become  twelve,  fifteen, or  twenty  yean  old,  and 
all  the  facts  are  forgotten.  Then  it  is  that  claims, 
sometimes  not  weU-founded,  are  enabled  to  pass 
the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
become  a  charge  on  the  Treasury. 

The  rule,  setting  apart  Friday  for  the  considei^ 
ation  of  private  bills,  has  been  adopted  several 
times  before  by  the  Senate.  It  has  never  before 
been  construea  to  exclude  bills  on  any  other  day 
when  reached  on  the  calendar.  There  seems  to  be 
a  general  disposition  to  ^ve  private  bills  the  go- 
by. If  we  are  to  repudiate  tne  debts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, let  us  do  it  at  once.  What  will  be  tha 
consequence  of  the  continuance  of  these  claims? 
It  will  be  to  break  up  the  individuals  wh»  have 
them,  and  to  fill  the  Capitol  with  jigents  to  get 


them  through,  who  will  annoy  every  Senator.  It 
is  time  that  we  should  take  up  these  bills  and  dis- 
pose of  them  one  way  or  the  other.  Let  us  reject 
or  adopt  them,  and  do  it  immediately,  that  indi- 
viduals may  have  their  dahns  decided  while  they 
are  alive,  and  not  leave  their  heira  to  prosecute 
them  when  they  die. 

The  PRESIDEt<rr.  The  Senator  is  aware  that 
it  is  simply  for  the  Senate  to  decide  what  con* 
struction  they  will  put  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  RUSK.  That  is  the  point  to  which  I  am 
trying  to  direct  my  attention. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  H 
is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  Uiat  a  formal  mottoo 
should  be  submitted  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was  under  the 
impression,  though  it  has  been  stated  otherwise 
by  honorable  Senatora,  that  when  a  rule  of  this 
kind  has  prevailed  heretofbre,  private  bills  were 
passed  over  on  other  days,  and  were  taken  up 
only  on  the  day  set  apart  for  their  consideration* 
Such  was  the  impression  of  the  Chair,  but  it  is  for 
the  Senate,  who  adopted  the  resolution,  to  say 
whether  it  was  intended  that  the  general  orders* 
should  be  taken  up  as  they  stand  on  the  calendar, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  character;  and  that 
on  Friday  all  questions  of  a  public  character  should 
be  excluded. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  move,  as  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Senate  shall 
not  affect  the  standing  of  the  private  bills  on  the 
calendar  on  other  days. 

Mr.  BADGER.     A  motion  is  already  pending. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  doe|  not  con- 
sider that  a  motion  is  necessary.  He  has  simply 
endeavored  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  Senatagas 
to  the  construction  of  the  resolution.  He  wishes 
to  conform  to  the  view  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  voted  for  that  resolation. 
If  the  Chair  had  not  called  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  never  have  dreamed  that  there  could 
be  any  question  about  the  matter.  As  has  been 
well  said  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
what  is  not  m  the  resolution  does  not  belong  to  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  then  under^ 
stands  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  resoia* 
tion  is,  that  the  calendar  shall  be  taken  up  in  reg^ 
ular  order,  whether  the  bills  are  of  a  private  or 
public  nature;  and  that  on  Friday  pubhc  bills  are 
to  be  excluded,  and  private  bills  solely  acted  upon. 
Is  that  the  underatanding  of  the  Senate? 

[Several  Senators.    "Agreed!"  "Agreed!"] 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was  nnder  the 
impression  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  the  (Idea- 
tion to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  oeeause  some  Sen- 
atora  had  entertained  a  different  opinion  from  that 
expressed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine, 
and  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Canriiiia« 
and  others^ 

Mr.  DOWNS.  One  of  the  honorable  Senators 
from  Maine  [Mr.  BRAbBtrRv]  thoiue^ht  that  we 
should  not  take  up  private  bills  out  of  their  order. 
I  have  moved  to  take  up  this  bill  because  yester- 
day being  a  day  of  ceremony  it  was  not  disposed 
of.  It  would  have  been  passed  in  five  minutes, 
but  for  the  arrival  of  our  distinguished  guest. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  want  it  taken  up  and 
disposed  of  now.    It  will  take  but  a  short  time. 

WILUAM  DARBT's  REUCF  BILL. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate^  ms 
in  Connmittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Darby. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  concluded  yesterday  what  I 
had  to  say- in  relation  to  this  bill.  It  is  one  of 
very  great  merit.  It  was  passed  before  by  the 
Senate,  and  I  hope  we  will  pass  it  again.  The 
gentleman  for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended  iu  very 
old  and  very  poor.  I  hope  it  will  pass  without 
opposition.  1  will  not  take  up  time  by  diseaaaing 
it. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  believe  there  was  a  report 
made  in  this  case  some  two  or  three  years  ago.  I 
recollect  that  last  year  we  voted  on  this  question 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  I  think  the  Senate  was  very 
nearly  equally  divided.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
report  read. 

The  report  not  being  on  the  Secretary's  desk, 

Mr.  FELCH  continued:  If  I  understand  the 
matter,  there  was  a  report  from  a  select  commit- 
tee, of  which  Mr.  Corwin,  then  a  member  of  the 
Senate  fVom  Ohio,  was  chairman.  That  report 
was  acted  on  that  session.  The  bill  has  since 
been  twice  introduced  on  leave,  bat  no  new  &cts 
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^m  been  laid  before  the  Senate.    Last  year,  or 

dttyear  b^ore  last,  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

imt  time  I  listened  to  the  aiscuasion,  and  was 

•■Ue  to  discover  any  principle  ever  sanctioned 

bvlbis  Qovemoienton  which  this  claim  could  be 

noved.    This  af^licant  claims  that  he  was  once 

Mfioyed  by  the  Government  in  making  certain 

Asrreys  in  Louisiana.    He  revived  his  pAy,  as 

odMrs  do  who  are  employed  as  surveyors.    He 

daoo  that  he  acquired  certain  information  in 

itgnd  to  the  geographical  character  of  that  coun- 

tiyt  which  infofmauon  was  disposed  of  by  him 

to  IB  individQal  named  Mellish,  who  published  a 

■np  in  Philadelphia  about  that  time,  and  there 

w  a  difficulty  between  him  and  Mellish  in  re- 

fpid  to  compensation.    He  alleges  in  iiis  petition 

ttai  BO  compensation  was  ever  received.    But  I 

oi  mot  aware  that  upon  that  ground  there  is  any 

iwson  whywe  should  interfere,  and  grant  from 

Ike  poblicTreasury  a  compensation  for  a  loss 

which  may  have  resulted  from  any  private  con- 


I  do  not  understand  that  this  individual  was 
CBpfeyed  by  the  United  States  to  acquire  the  in- 
ftrmation  for  which  he  now  claims  compensation. 
1  do  not  onderstand  that  we  have  received  any- 
from  him  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government, 
wbiefa  compensation  should  be  paid.  He 
certain  geographical  knowledge,  and 
that  in  certam  treaties — a  treaty  made  with 
fiance,  and  a  treaty  made  with  Spain,  in  1819, 
vhieh  referred  to  the  Mellish  map — that  map 
lltiiig  made  use  of,  received  virtually  the  sanc- 
§m  of  this  Government  to  such  an  extent 
ttift  Us  private  information  was  not  afterwards 
WiU^  to  him,  and  that,  therefore,  he  could 
MKBeO  any  maps  which  he  might  make  after 
4Ht  perioa.  I  do  not  understand  that  he  made 
Wf  BSfW,  but  that  he  acquired  information 
iffli  which  he  might  have  made  them;  and  he 
diint  that  we  destroyed  the  value  of  that  prop- 
«ty,  because  we  referred  to  the-  Mellish  map  m 
AetnaliM  made  with  France  and  Spain.  That 
u te  whole  foundation  of  the  claim. 

if  wa  are  to  pay  for  information  which 

derive  from  their  own  private  enter- 

eiirve3r8  for  the'  purpose  of  publishing 

«Mi  literary  works  of  any  kind,  1  take  it 
nAell  have  plenty  of  persons  applyiitf  to 
isation.    I  do  not  see  how  the  facts 
!  petition  and  in  the  repoi;^  are  to  be  a 
dation  for  this  claim.    I  looked  into 
a  few  days  since,  and  I  do  not  see  how, 
fiicts  there  stated,  it  can  result  as  a  con- 
that  the  United  States  are  under  an  ob- 


4pMl  ^  J^3^  ^^  claim,  unless  we  are  under  a 
AHnl  ob^Eation,when  an  individual  has  become 
Mli^pdUkM  aa  a  geographer,  and  has  devoted  his 
ffa»|Md  attention  and  talents  to  scientific  pur- 
4A%fa  eoane  forward  and  pay  frofn  the  Treasury 
4k  wt  aeeount.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pay 
ttm  chim  in  this  particular  case. 

Mr.  BADGES.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of 
4^kanorable  Senator  from  Louisiana.  Has  not 
a  Ul^jprecisely  in  this  form,  passed  the  Senate 
ItttlMre?  I  understand  from  him  that  such  a 
tdl  has  passed  this  body.  I  wish,  then,  to  say, 
viftMH  any  further  investigation  of  the  subject, 
4mI  Aat&rt  determines  my  vote.  If  we  undertake 
t^hwrigat^  and  reinvestigate  all  the  private  bills 
eottie  before  us,  we  shall  never  be  able,  what- 
dihgence  we  bestow  on  them,  to  do  justice  to 
iftiSh  part  of  the  claims  which  come  here. 
^  Br  my  own  part  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  I 
I  be  pievailea  upon  to  vote  against  a  private  bill 
'  *  eomes  before  us  with  uie  san<ition  of  all 
of  a  committee  of  this  body.  The 
have  already  determined  this  case.  They 
hate  determined  that  in  equity  this  sum  is  properly 
dne  to  this  individual.  1  am  therefore  relieved 
m  tf  tether  difficulty:  I  will  not  eo  into  an 
'^  '  ''  Ml  to  ascertain  whether  that  decision  of 
was  right  or  wrong.  I  presume  it  was 
^        I  an  aatiived  it  was  right.    I  am  sure  it. 

It  of  the  committee  upon  this  claim 
oroonredy  was  read  to  the  Senate.    It 
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states  that  Mr.  Darby  was  the  first  to  furnish  an 
accurate  nuipof  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
bordering  on  the  line  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Spaiiish  dominions,  as  fixed  by  the  treaty 
ceding  Louisiana.  The  materials  for  a  map  pro- 
cured by  Mr.  Darby,  were  used  by  Mr.  Melhsh, 
in  his  map  of  1816.  Mr.  Darby  was  never  remu- 
nerated for  his  services,  whidh  were  of  great  value 
to  the  United  States.  The  committee  consider  that 
il,500  was  not  an  adequate  compensation,  but  as 
his  claim  was  not  a  strictly  legal  one,  the  committee 
have  allowed  this  sum,  ^thinking  it  might  afford 
some  small  recompense  to  Mr.  Darby. 

Mr.  B£RRI  EIV .  1  am  very  desirous  of  voting 
for  this  bill.  I  know  the  very  worthy  loan  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  intended.  If  this  Government 
has  availed  itself  of  his  labors,  it  is  proper  that  he 
should  receive  compensation  for  them,  but  I  ^esire 
to  be  informed  why  it  is  that  this  claim  is  pre- 
sented at  this  late  day?  Why  it  has  not  been 
S resented  before  to  the  notice  of  this  body?  The 
enator  from  Louisiana  can  probably  give  me  that 
information. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  know  any  other  reason 
than  the  fact  that  this  gentlero^,  who  is  now  very 
old,  has  been  in  previous  portions  of  his  life  in  a 
more  prosperous  situation,  and  did  not  fe#l  the 
necessity  of  presenting  the  claim.  There  may  be 
another  reason.  In  the  early  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment there  were  not  vei^  liber^  appropriations 
made  for  surveys  and  maps.  Recently  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  very  liberal  in  this  respect;  and 
I  think  it  was  very  natural,  when  Mr.  Darby  saw 
the  thousands  of  dollars  which  were  appropriated 
for  the  surveys  in  California  and  elsewhere,  that 
he  should  think  it  right  to  cofiie  forward  and  claim 
some  little  compensation  for  much  greater  services, 
rendered  at  a  much  earlier  period,  in  sections  of 
the  country  of  so  much  importance. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  should  perhaps  do  myself 
injustice  if  I  did  not  say  a  word  or  t%iro  in  favor  of 
this  claim.  I  know  this  old  gentleman  well. 
When  I  had  the  honor  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
land  office  he  was  one  of  the  clerks.  I  examined 
the  claim  at  the  time,  and  I  know  it  would  never 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  had  it  not  been 
for  his  very  dire  necessity.  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  not  a  more  worthy  man  presenting  a  claim 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  am  also 
satisfied  that  he  performed  very  great  services  for 
the  country  at  that  time,  and  that  he  even  declined 
remuneration  for  them,  for  he  was  then  wealthy, 
as  has  been  stated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana.  He  was  then  in  prosperity,  and  is 
now  poor  and  old,  feeble  and  disabled.  1  found 
him  in  office,  and  I  was  afraid  then  that  he  was  not 
able  to  discharge  its  duties.  But  1  retained  him 
there,  because  Ifelt  that  to  turn  him  out  would  be 
turning  out  an  old  and  serviceable  man,  on  the 
charity  of  a  cold  and  unfeeling  world.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  claim,  and  shall  be  very  sorry  to  see 
it  rejected. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  would  gladly  vote  for 
this  bill,  but  I  cannot  regard  it  in  any  other  light 
than  as  a  gratuity.  Therefore,  without  going  into 
the  facts  of  the  case  I  wish  to  record  my  vote 
against  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the 
question  of  ordenng  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  '' 

Mr.  FELCH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were^yeas 
29,  nays  11;  as  follow:         * 

TEAS  — Menra.  Atchitos,  Badger,  Borian4.  Bright, 
Brodbead,  Clenens,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wfsconain,  Dodge 
of  Iowa,  DougtSii.  DowM,  Fi<h,  Oever,  Gwin,  Haoilin, 
Houaton,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  McRae,  Miller,  Morton, 
Pratt.  Rusk,  SeoasCisn,  Seward,  Shields,  Smith,  Spruanoe, 
and  Walker— 39. 

NAYS— Menrs.  Bayard.  Berrien,  Bradbary,  Felch,  Hun- 
ter, Jones  of  Tennessee,  King,  Norrfs,  Sumner,  Wade,  and 
Whileomb-11. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally  read 
the  third  time  and  passed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Mehrose: 
A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Sally  T.  Floyd, 


widow  of  Geore;e  R.  C.  Floyd,  late  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sidney  S.  AUcott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Judith  Wor- 
thcHj  deceased;  and 

A  bill  authorizing  Victor  Morass  to  relinquish 
certain  lands,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity  else- 
where. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Moroak. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 
Mr.  MILLSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill 
maJdng  further  provision  for  the  satisfkction  of 
Virginia  military  land  wcurrants;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  titl^^  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

RECEPTION  OF  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 
Mr.  CARTTER,from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  Louis  Kossuth  and  'intro- 
duce him  to  the  rlouse  of  Representatives,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table: 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  beg  leave  to 
report,  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  introduce  Louis  Kos- 
suth to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Wednesday  at  one 
o'clock,  jt.  m. ;  and  woi^  recommend  ceremonies  similar 
to  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  same  case. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  leave  to  make  sundry  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  objected,  and  called  for  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  regular  order  of 
business  was  the  call  of  committees  for  reports, 
and  thereupon  proceeded  to  call  the  committees 
for  reports.  • 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  bills;  which 
were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
viz: 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1853; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  invalid  and  other  pensions  for  the  year  1853; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  Navy  pensions  tor  the  year  ending  30th  Jtme, 
1853;  and 

A  bill  for  carrying  into  execution,  in  fiirther 
part,  the  twelflh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
of  the  2d  of  February,  1848. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
dischargea  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
John  R.  Rogers,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
discluufed  tVom  the  Airtfaer  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Vincent  Walker  and  othe^  watchmen  of.  the  Gosport 
navy-yard,  asltinc  for  an  increase  of  pay ;  and  the  petition 
of  fi.  W.  king .  clerk  of  the  naval  constructor  of  the  Goa- 
port  navy-yam,  asking  increase  of  pay ;  and  that  they  be 
rei^red  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Anbirs. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  to  the  House 
some  papers  which  have  been  referred  to  that 
committee  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  House  may  take  the  order  that  it  considers 
necessary  upon  the  subject.  There  is  a  letter 
from  the  puolic  printer,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  also 
one  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
calling  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  pay  for  printing  the  annual  estimates  of  the 
Secretary  or  the  IVeasury,  which  were  laid  upon 
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M  ik»  town  of  Gnadenhutten,  in  the  State  of 
Olfeb;''  wliidi,  baTiiig  been  read  a  first  and  second 
hj  its  utle,  he  mored  that  it  be  put  on  its 


Mr.  H.  said:  I  only  wish  to  say  in  reference  to 
^bfll,  that  by  an  act  of  Congnres*  in  1824,  a  lot 
4  floond,  about  one  acre  in  extent,  was  granted 
1i  ws  tovn  for  the  purpose  of  a  market  square. 
tfeiBhabitanta  of  the  tovn  have  now  become  so 
ftv  to  number  that  they  no  longer  need  the  ground 
Af  a  market  square^  and  they  ask  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  use  it  for  outer  purposes.    The 
IJMted  States  have  no  use  for  the  ground  at  all. 
Tlie  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
id  a  third  time;  and,  having  been  engrossed, 
II  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report 
on  the  petition  of  William  Finher  and  Solomon 
Wood;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HEXN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  House  bill  No.  27, 
to  retioquish  to  the  State  of  Iowa  the  lands  re- 
served for  salt  springf  therein,  reported  back  the 
•sme  to  the  House  without  amendment  and  with 
«..reeomniendation  that  it  do  pass;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.RANTT)UL,from  the  Committeeof  Claims, 
morted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad  Compan3r;  which  was  read 
a  £rat  and  second  time  byjts  title,  referred  to  the 
CooHUttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
mad  ocdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McMULLiN,  firom  the  Committee  on  Ag- 
firaltnre,  reported  back  with  an  amendment  the 
U  to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce,  manufac- 
I,  and  aQ  other  branches  of  industry,  by  grant- 
to  eway  man  who  is  the  head  of  a  family  and 
of  the  United  States,  a  homestead  of  one 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  out  of  the  public 
,  upon  condition  of  occupancy  and  cultiva- 
of  the  same  for  the  perioa  herein  specified; 
ek  was  read  a  first  ana  second  time  bv  its  title. 
Mr.  McM.  ^  I  am  instructed  by  tne  Com- 
'"  on  Agriculture  to  move  that  the  bUl  be 
'  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
of  the  Union,  pnnted,  and  made  a  special 
of  the  day  for  tne  first  Tuesday  of  February 


M^.  COBB.    I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
y^ffm  [Mr.  McMulun]  an  amendment,  that  it 
%itlMidered  from  day^to  day  until  disposed  of. 
'  1b.MeMULX.IN.    Thatispartoftheinstruc 

^0mw)/tr  which  I  act.  ^ 

IkHEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  rise  to  a  point 

^Ut$,   The  bill  cannot  be  made  the  special 

««iAoot  unanimous  consent. 
^     jHPEAKER.    It  requires  a  suspension  of 
fclriM     It  cannot  be  made  a  special  order  unless 
tf  Mumoua  consent. 
He.  McMULLIN.    I  ^  not  at  liberty  to  de- 

PilAoM  the  instructions  of  the  committee;  but  if 
^b  die  pleasure  of  the  committee  and  of  the 
"  I  will  move  that  the  bill  be  printed  and 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
w^mi  of  the  UnioUjiand  made  a  special  order  of  the 
dqr  Ibr  the  first  Tuesday  of  February  next,  and 
ift«OBtinue  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER,  ^he  Chair  has  stated  that 
AiWMion  to  make  this  bill  a  special  order  cannot 
la  tntartained,  it  being  objected  to  on  the  left  of 
IM  Chair. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand 
Aat  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens] 
with^WB  his  obJ^tion,^d  it  can  be  made  a  ape- 
cad  Oder  cf  the  Jay  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CObB.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
TffiMsate  [Mr.  Jobnsok]  that  it  should  go,  to  a 
C— mittff  of  the  Whole  House,  and  not  to  the 
Cwtiftee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
If&gioea  there  we  shall- never  hear  of  it  again. 

Mr*- JOHNSON.  I  am  in  hopes  the  objection 
viO  be  withdrawn.  There  will  be  ample  time, 
aod  tbt  bOl  can  come  up  and  be  considered  in  its 


MsMBea«.  « I  object.'* 
Mf.  COBB.  I  desire  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vitinb  [Mr.  McMuLLivl  will  consider  whether 
te^  aboaMnot  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
I  hmn  fiCTffr  known  a  bill  considered  in  the  Com- 
loCdIft  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in 


Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  accept  of  the  modification 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Cobb.1 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  If  this  bill  be 
committed  to  either  committee,  it  certainty  should 
go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  It  is  a  ^neral  bill— on^not  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  private  claun,  but  proposes  to  dispose  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  public  domain  of  the  coun- 
try; and  it  is  one  which  will  suggest  itself  to  every 
member  of  the  House  as  proper  to  eo  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  me-  Union.  I 
submit  that  motion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  no  authoritjr  to  act 
for  the  committee,  but  so  for  as  I  am  individually 
concerned  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  of 
this  House,  I  would  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi.  Before  the 
question  is  taken  upon  the  motion  to  print,  I  de- 
sire to  give  notice  or  my  intention  to  introduce  an 
amendment,  which  I  aaik  to  have  included  in  the 
motion  to  print,  that  it  may  be  printed  along  with 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Brown. 

Mr.  BISSELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  memorial 
of  James  Rogers,  asking  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  a  horse  by  his  son,  who  was  killed  in  Mex- 
ico; which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Everett,  late  surgeon 
in  the  United  States  Army;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  bv  its  title,  referred  to.  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  v 

ftfr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Commiuee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
relief  of  David  C.  Cash  and  Giles  U.  Ellis;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  # 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FLORENCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affkbv  be  dis- 
charged from  the  .Airther  eoiudderatioa  of  die  petition  of 
Benfimin  Holbroolc,  asking  fbr  a  revision  nf  the  decision  of 
the  Board  of  Conunissioners  on  Mexican  Claims,  and  that 
the  tame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BURROWS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affkirs^to  which 
was  referred  the  petiUon  of  Ira  Baldwin;  praying  for  the 

eiyment  of  a  balance  due  him  on  a  contract  with  the  Navy 
epartment,  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  same,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaiv  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  peUtion  of  Jesse  French, 
of  Brsintree.  asking  for  a  pension ;  and  the  petition  or 
Cornelius  Ziely,  asking  for  a  back  pension,  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same  ;  and  that  they 
be  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  front  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  W.  Robinson;  which  was  read  a  firat 
and  second  time  by  its  (itle,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  rrom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the 
relief  of  Gardner  Herring  and  Silas  Chapman; 
which  were  severally  read  a  firat  and  second  time 
by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  to 
which  were  referred  the  petition  of  John  Gallagher,  Ibr  an 
invalid  pension  ;  the  petition  of  Alexander  Estep,  praying 
for  a  pension  feom  the  time  he  was  dlMibled  in  the  war  m 
1819,  to  the  time  lie  was  placed  on  the  pension  list;  and 
the  petition  of  R.  L.  Gaines,  praying  for  arrears  of  pension, 
be  discharged  from  their  mrther  consideration,  and  that 
they  be  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensions,  reported  the  same^  back  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pciss. 

He  moved  that  it  lie  upon  the  table;  which  roo-^ 
tion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ST.  MARTIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  tha  relief  of 


Philip  Miller;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Whole  House>  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  upbn  the  petitions  of  John  Concklin  and 
Richard  L.  Jones,  for  increase  of  pensions;  which 
were  severally  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
be  printed.  * 

Mr.  KUHNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  in  the  following 
cases;  which  were  ordered  to  He  oh  the  table  and 
be  printed,  viz: 

On  the  petition  of  Edward  duin  for  apension; 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Wright,  of  Conneaut, 
Ohio,  for  a  pension;  and 

On  the  petition  of  William  Batchelder  for  a 
pension. 

Mr.  K.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
two  several  biUs  for  the  relief  of  Albro  Tripp  and 
Joseph  Johnsen;  which  were  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  Committees  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  fbr 
to-morrow  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  two  several  bills  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Milli§:in  and  Sylvanus  Blodget; 
which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  referred  to  Committees  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  in  the  cases  of  Benjamin  Holland, 
Hugh  Wallace  Wormly,  and  Mary  Prettiman, 

S raying  for  pensions;  which  were  severally  or- 
ered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOLONY,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  two  several  adverse  reports  in  the 
cases  of  Sarah  Smi^  for  a  pension  on  the  ground 
of  the  services  of  her  husband,  Elba  Smiui;  and 
on  the  bill  for  the  correction  of  an  error  in  the 
pension  of  Orris  Crosby;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  sdme  committee,  reported 
two  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp  and 
Artemas  Conant;  which  were  read  a  firat  ana  aec- 
ond  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  Committees  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  M.,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  leare  be  granted  to  witbdi:aw  the  papers 
of  James  W.  Low  (torn  the  Aiea  of  the  House,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STUART,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  adopted: 

Re$oi9ed,  That  the  CoromiUee  of  Claims  be  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erectiog  spindles  and  (da- 
cins  buoys  upon  the  "  Muscle  Ridses,*'  on  the  coast  of 
Maine ;  and  that  the  said  committee  oe  authorised  to  take 
ftom  the  files  of  the  House  any  papers  showing  the  neces- 
sity of  erecting  spindles  and  placing  buoys  upoa  said  Muscle 
Ridges. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  rise  and  protest  against 
the  publication  by  the  returning  oflicers  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Territory  of  Utah,  on  their 
return,  in  Missouri  papera,  and  now  in  the  AWo 
York  Herald,  and  before  it  is  communicated  to 
Confess,  of  a  report,  extraordinary  in  ita  details* 
of  high  crimes  and  misderaeanora, and  calculated, 
if  not  intended,  to  prejudice  and  render  odious  a 
distant  and  dependent  people,  and  to  involve  them 
in  inexplicable  difliculties  with  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. I  ask  for  them  a  suspension  of  public 
opinion— -of  executive  and  lef^lative  action — until 
the  truth  can  be  elicited  touching  the  grave  charges 
contained  in  an  tx  parte  report. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Del- 
egate from  Utah  whether  he  himself  did  not  pro- 
cure that  publication,  and  cause  it  to  be  sent  to  the 
J^iho  York  HerM;  and  whether  it  is  not  a  gar- 
bled report  of  the  Utah  affaire? 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  reply  that  I  did  not  fur- 
lysh,  or  cause  it  to  be  fumisned. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  My  information  is,  that  tha 
gentleman  from  Utah  is  ue  only  person  who  has 
had  access  to  the  documents  in  the  Department, 
and  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  tie  caused 
the  communication  in  thereto  York  Herald  (which 
is  a  garbling  of  the  report)  to  be  sent  to  that  pa* 
per.  If  that  is  the  case  I  should  like  to  see  an 
investigation  had. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  nottna  has  been  giveo.* 
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Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  GeorgU.  I  inaiat  upon 
going  through  with  the  call  for  rqiorta. 

Mr.  BEIX.  I  would  not  have  aaked  leave  for 
the  purpose  indicated,  had  I  not  supposed  that  the 
call  upon  committees  had  been  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  prooound  a 
singU  question  to  the  Chair.  I  want  to  Know  if 
there  is  upon  the  Speaker's  table  a  communication 
from  tlfe  President  m  answer  to  the  resolutions  of 
inquiry  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  originating  from  Uie  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, in  relation  to  the  matter  Just  spoken  of? 
If  there  is,  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  tliat  they  may  get  possession  of 
the  question  before  it  is  judged  of  by  the  public. 

A  Member.  Regular  business  is  not  yet  through 
with. 

The  SPEIAKER.  There  is  a  communication 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  wait  untU  we  get 
through  with  the  regular  business. 

Mr.  MARSHAIX,  of  CalifomU.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a 
resolution. 

It  was  read  for  information  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 

R9$oh>edt  That  the  Conniittee  on  Roadi  and  Canals  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expediency 
•f  providing  water  by  tanks,  weUs,  or  otherwise,  upon  the 
fbHowiBg  routes  to  Califoniia :  Froio  Red  river  via  el  Paso 
del  Norte,  the  aiouth  of  the  Gila,  to  Los  Angeles;  ftom 
Independence  via  the  South  Pass  to  Sacramento ;  fVom  In- 
dependence, via  Salt  Lake  and  Humboldt's  river,  to  Sacra- 
SMnto. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  HAMMOND,  from  the  Committee  on  En^ 

graving,  made  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  Engraving  recommend  to  the  Rouse 
ll|^  adoption  of  the  fallowing  resolution : 

Rnolveif  That  the  Committee  on  Engraving  be.  sad 
ttMj  are  hereby  aufhuriied  to  contract  fbr  lithompbing  or 
engraving  eleven  (11)  maps  accompanying  the  President^ 
message,  provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  four  thousand 
dolbtfs ;  and  four  maps  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  showing  the  positions  of  the  fortillcations  of 
the  country,  provided  ine  cost  shall  not  exceed  seven  hun- 
dred doUars. 

And  the  committee  Airther  report,  that  there  are  a  large 
number  of  plates  accompanying  the  President's  message, 
showing  plans  ft>r  the  construction  of  buildings  in  navy- 
yards,  and  for  such  like  purposes,  which  they  do  not  pro- 
pose to  have  published. 

Mr.  GORMAN  mored  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  tdlers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Hammowd  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  73,  noes  46. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  rise  to  a  privil^ed  ques- 
tion. I  voted  upon  the  last  motion  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, and  therefore  move  to  reconsider 
that  Tote.  I  do  not  desire  that  it  shall  come  up 
now. 

Mr.  MARSHAIX,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which 
question  was  put  and  aereed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  pui^se  of  taking  up  and  eon- 
aidering  the  bill  authorizing  t^e  Aruiitect  to  con- 
tinue in  employment  the  workmen  engaged  on  the 
additions  to  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  will  request  my 
friend  to  withdraw  that  motion,  until  we  can  get 
off  the  table  aoiAe  Executive  communications 
which  ought  to  be  referred.  There  is  one  I  want 
to  get  myself.    It  will  take  but  a  few  minutes. 


fietroyfl 
[r.ST 


ANTON  withdrew  his  motion. 
THE  CUBAN  PRISONERS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mea- 
aage  from  the  President  of  the  United  Slatea; 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 
Ta  the  Hou—  of  Rnr—entativM  f 

I  uutisinit  to  ttie  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of  ttfb 
Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  the  persons  belonnng  to  the 
ezpeditioB  of  Lopez,  who  were  taken  prisoners  in  Cuba, 
and  aAerwards  sent  to  Spain,  and  who  have  now  been  par- 
doned and  released  by  her  Catholic  Mi^wty.  The  appro- 
fiation.  the  expediency  of  which  is  sugfested  in  the  report, 
cordially  commend  to  the  considttfatioo  of  Congress,  with 
the  sinale  additional  suggestion,  that  to  be  aviiilable  it 
should  be  promptly  made.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
Washiroton,  January  5, 18^. 

[The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
coTers  the  dii^MUchaA  of  the  ISth  ultimo,  from  Mr. 


Barrinf er,  the  minister  ef  the  United  States  at 
Madrid ,  announcing  the  pardon  and  release  of  the 
prisoners  taken  in  Cuba.  It  alao  recommenda  an 
immediate  appropriation  fbr  the  purpose  of  pav- 
ing the  expenae  which  may  have  been,  or  may  be 
incurred  in  administering  to  the  necessities  of 
those  persons  while  in  Spain,  and  until  their  re* 
turn  to  the  United  States;  and  repreaenta  their 
condition  as  forlorn  and  dcplorable.1 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
'  ordered  to  be  printed. 

UBRART  OF  CANADIAN  PARLIAMCNT. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  Which  was  read,  viz: 
7b  the  Houte  of  RevretentoHvtt  of  tXe  UttUad  8taie$ : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  adopted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  Canada, 
toge^er  with  the  copy  of  the  note  by  which  the  resolutiOD 
was  communicated  to  this  Government,  expressing  ^  sat- 
is&ction  of  that  council  at  receiving  intellikence  of  certain 
donations  in  aid  of  the  reconstrucnon  of  the  library  of  die 
Canadian  Pariiament  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WASHiNQToa,  Jofmory  9, 185B. 

REPORT  ON  T^E  FINANCES. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
on  the  condition  of  the  finances;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  befbre  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Navy  Department,  trans- 
mittin^  a  memorial  addreaseq  to  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States  by  the  petty  officers,  teamen, and 
marines  attached  to  the  United  States  squadron  in 
the  Pacific  ocean,  a^ing^  for  increase  of  wages  for 
the  time  they^  have  aerved,  and  may  serve  faith- 
fully in  cruising  in  our  vessels  of  war  upon  the 
western  coast  of  America,  and  the  islanas  adja- 
cent. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  commu- 
nication, unhesitatingly  recommends  such  addi- 
tional compensation  be  granted  to  the  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  who  served  in  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  upon  the  coast  of  California,  during  the 
late  war  witn  Mexico,  and  until  the  present  time, 
as  Congress  in  its  ^wisdofh  may  deem  just  and 
proper.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiTairs. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  Minneeota,  (Mr.  Alexander  Wil- 
kins,)  tranamitting,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  to  establish  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment of  Minnesota,  a  copy  of  the  laws  of 
Minnesota  Territory,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
its  Legislative  Assembl^ir,  and  of  a  code  of  laws 
adopted  at  the  same  session. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  had  tbe 
communication  in  his  poaseasien  for  several  days 
past,  but  as  yet  has  not  received  the  documents 
referred  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  com- 
munication was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  asked  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr. 
Marshall,]  to  which  he  had  objected. 

There  betnff  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
considered  and  adopted.^ 

Mr.  HASCALL  askvd  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  authorizing 
the  namea  of  certain  widows  of  revolutionary  o^ 
ficers  to  be  placed  upon  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  objected. 

THE  CALIFORNIA  MINT  RILL. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California.  I  desire,  if 
it  is  in  order,  and  I  know  it  used  to  be,  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Means  as  to  the  reasons  why  the  bill 
has  not  been  reported  back  to  the  House  for  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  Mint  in  California? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  courtesy  of  the  House 
has  usually  allowed  such  interrogatories. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  It  simply  accords  him  a 
ri^t  he  ought  to  have. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  In  reply  to  the  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  California,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  nave  not 
acted  upon  the  subject  of  a  Mint  at  CaKfomia  or 
at  New  York.  They  have  not  yet  taken  up  that 
jrabject.  They  have  Seen  engaged  with  other  mat- 
ters for  a  portion  of  the  time.  Some  of  the  com- 
mittee have  been  out  of  the  city,  and  we  could  not ' 
I  gat  8  quorum.    For  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days  I 


have  bieen  unable  to  some  either  to  the  eoninutx«« 
or  the  House;  hence  we  have  not  been  able  to 
take  up  the  subject. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNmr. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  go  into  Committee*  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mit^ee  of  Ways  and  Means  to-day,  making  an 
appropriation  to  carry  into  execution  the  XSth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 

The  question  beinsMtaken,  on  a  division  there 
were — ayes  18,  noes  38;  no  quorum  votine'. 
Tellers  were  demanded  and  ordered;  aadSdemarm. 
RoBBitrs  and  Caldwell  appointed. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  tellers  reported-^ 
ayes  102;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed^ to,  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Joms,  of  Tenneaseet 
in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that,  under  the  decis- 
ion of  the  committee  heretofore,  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.'  Cakttse]  cornea 
up  first  as  the  unfinished  bukiness. 

Mr.  CARTT£IR,  with  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  withdrew  his  motion. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  CHAIRMANatated  that  th«  next  business 
in  order  waa  the  resolution  of  the  gemleman  from 
Alabama  propoaing  to  refer  to  the  atanding  com- 
mittees the  President's  annual  message.    • 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  thai  the 
message  be  laid  aside. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  question  im- 
mediately pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scr- 
MouB,or  New  York,  to  amend  the  8th  resolution, 
by  inserting  before  the  word  '^harbors"  the  words 
"rivers  and." 

The  8th  resolution  proposed  to  be  amended  was 

read,  as  follows: 

d^  TliattoBiiiehoftakliiWfSMttMrelaiectoeoBiaierce, 
the  improvemeut  of  barbort,  rmprocal  trade  Itecwees  tbe 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  other  Britieh  poaiwiooe 
near  onr  frontier,  he  referred  to  tfie  Commhtee  oa  Com- 
Bierce. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.    The  House  need  not  ap- 

{>rehend  that  it  is  my  purpose  to  detain  them  rery 
ong.  Standing,  as  I  do,  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  RoMs  and  Canals,  I  feel  h  my  dutj^, 
however,  to  say  a  few  words  in  opposttioo  to  this 
amendment  and  in  reply  to  the  Mtleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  SBTMova,]  the  diainnan  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce,  who  offered  it.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  end  Means,  as  the  House 
will  observe,  when  they  reported  these  resolutioaa 
to  the  committee,  it  was  with  a  view  of  parceDiag 
out  and  referring  the  President's  message,  and 
have  referred  ao  much  of  the  President 'a  messaee 
aa  relates  to  rivers  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals.  The  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  desires  that  all  that  re- 
latea  to  the  subject  of  rivers  should  go  fb  his  com- 
mittee. I  am  aware,  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sctmour]  stated,  that  it  has  been  the 
practice — an  improper  one,  I  think,  however^or 
a  very  few  years  past,  to  send  everything  relating 
to  rivers  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  To 
show  that  it  is  an  improper  practice,  allow  me  to 
read  the  98th  rule: 

« It  whuXY  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Oomanittee  on  Boadi  and 
Canals  to  tak^  into  consideration  all  mich  poUtioM  mmd 
matters  or  tbinics  relating  to  road*  and  canal^  and  Qie  im- 
provement of  tbe  navication  of  rivers,  as  shall  ae  preseated, 
or  may  come  In  quesnon,  and  be  refined  to  them  by  tbe 
House ;  and  to  report  therenaon,  tofetber  with  secb  prmosi- 
tions  relative  thereto  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient.*' 

The  rule  in  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  makes  no  reference  whatever  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navi^tion  cff  rivers.  The  prao- 
tiee  haa  erown  up  within  a  few  years  past,  of 
making  this  Committee  on  Commerce  a  kind  of 
reservoir,  that  has  drawn  into  iu  vortex  everything 
ef  this  nature.  The  consequence  has  "been,  that 
they  have  reported  what  are  termed  omnibua  bills 
hketheone  reported  and  passed  by  this  House  at  its 
laat  session,  and  which  rell  in  the  Senate.  Now, 
if  this  House,  composed  as  it  is  of  a  very  larp 
majority  of  Democratic  members,  will  carry  out  the 
principle— one  of  the  Amdamental  prindplea  of  the 
party,  as  I  think— and  if  they  will  undertake  to 
breaK  up  this  s)rstem  of  omnibus  bills,  they  will 
then  pursue  that  course  of  legislation  which  will 
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my  those  measures  rdating  to  harbors  and 
rrrars  stand  as  much  as  possible  eaeh  upon  its  own 
meritMf  so  that  the  meritorious  and  unmeritortous 
viB  not  be  thrown  together  and  the  whole  be  de- 
fleafted.    The  genUeman  from  New  York  took  oo- 
caaioo  the  other  day  to  remark,  that  so  far  as  he 
W«4  ezamiiied,  it  had  been  the  uniform  practice  to 
*     these  inatters  to  the  Committee  on '  Com- 
In  this  he  was  mistaken,  as  it  is  a  very 
practice.    And  if  he  will  examine  theres- 
elttlkifisparcellingout  the  President's  message  back 
0evcii»  eighty  or  ten  years,  he  will  find,  that  no  res- 
tfhitioiibi  have  been  report^  by  the  Committee  of 
Way^s  and  Means,  referring  the  subject  of  the 
naTigaiion  of  rivers  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce.   I  say  it  is  a  new  notion, grown  up  within 
tibebtst  few  yearA,  since  omnibus  bills  have  become 
frj^ikmable;  and  since  they  have  become  so,  noap- 
^pffiations  have  been  made  fov  anything  what- 
ever.    I  do  not  recollect  a  single  omnibus  bill  that 
bas  become  a  law,  except  the  one  under  Mr.  Ty- 
ler's adntnistration,  in  1843-'4, 1  think.     Ther« 
were  two  or  three  passed  under  Mr.  Polk's  ad- 
ministration, all  of  which  he  vetoed,  and  prop- 
erly too.    In  1831  the  98th  rule  of  the  House  was 
XDsected  in  your  general  rules,  under  the  adminis- 
(radoa  of  General  Jackson;  and  a  committee  was 
^en  raised  with  the  special  view  of  taking  into 
custody  and  charge  the  subject  of  the  navigation 
of  ihrera.    That  was  the  reason  why  the  commit- 
tee was  raised,  and  it  is  the  only  important  subject 
daU  XB  teftrred  to  them  at  all. 

tlktfto  is  another  view  of  this  question,  to  which 
fwiah  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  coming 
from  the  Northwest.  Those  of  us  who  live  in 
^st  Northwest  know  that  it  is  the  habit  there,  par- 
tieaiaily  with  our  political  opponents,  to  charee 
^oo  us  that  while  we  vote  large  appropriations  for 
l^lmrbbrs  upon  the  Atlantic  coast, we  always  over- 
Ipdlr  Che  great  West.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  those  who 
AwM  tM  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  great 
Weil,  to  turn  to  the  list  of  comnuttees  and  see  who 
teaapoee  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Now,  I  will 
be  we  last  man  in  the  House  to  intimate  a  want  of 
ttoper  confidence  in  that  committee;  but  commit- 


fatove  always  raised  with  reference  ib  the  sub- 
tea  to  them.  ^  They  are  raised  so  as  to 
the  various  interests  involved.    Let  us 
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them.  ^  They  are  raised  so  as  to 

uious  interests  involved.    Let  us 

^1m%  many  upon  the  Committto  on  Commerce 
ftom  the  great  Northwest,  coOmrising  thir- 
BtMttft  of  this  Union,  and  in  wtkich  w»ftnd 
tA  the  great  rivers  of  the  Union .  The  first 
wmA  on  the  committee-s-its  chaimmn — is 
l^MrYork;  the  second  from  Tennessee;  the 
Gkorgia;  the  fourth  from  Maine;  the 
Massachusetts;  the  sixth  from  Pennsyl- 
"^  seventh  from  Louisiana;  the  eighth 
Carolina;  and  the  ninth  from  Mary- 
i'  Vot  a  solitary  man  from  one  of  the  great 
tmlSkt  Northwest.  Now,  I  would  not  have 
tiiat  I  impute  anything  improper  to  the 
I  the  organization  of -this  committee.  I 
the  Speaker  followed  the  rule,  and  had  it 
ilfc  eye,  when  he  appointed  the  committee;  and 
Mtt^thtt  the  Committee  on  Commerce  could 
l^ilw  haT e  under  its  Junsdiction  only  those 
Im  raathie  to  our  foreign  commerce — there  was 
Mkbe  in  &e  rules  referring  the  subject  of  the 
IWtetTiutt  of  rivers  to  them — ^he  very  properly 
fiunt  the  committee   so  as  to   represent  the 

rit  eemmereial  points  on  the  sea-board .  When 
ftniaied  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
If  IMii  gentlemen  who  raided,  to  some  extent  at 
%0t^  Upon  the  great  rivers  of  the  country,  so  as  to 
Un  them  represented. 

*  Iwish  CO  note  another  fact  here.    I  have  stated 

%t«inee  this  idea  of  making  omnibus  bills  has 

leeame-fariiioflable,  bills  of  any  character  making 

tffmpi'miionB  for  what  are  termed  internal  im- 

pofcments.'haTe  generally  fhiled.    .1  have  stated 

tlio  fSufiA  prior  to  this  practice  under  the  admin- 

-iMntion  t>f  Gkneral  Jackson,  when  this  Com- 

irittei  on  Boadi  and  Canals  was  first  auihor- 

ittifit  WwB  common  for  the  western  waters  to  get 

MMprklions,  and  that  bilk  making  appropna- 

itm  nt  ihese  waters  did  not  come  from  the  Com- 

iliMli'OD  Commeree,  nor  was  it  ever  thought  then 

tet  dw  piswer  to  make  appropriations  &r  pur- 

MM»f  1m  kind  Was  to  be  fbuna  in  that  part  or  the 

cmsrtilufioii  which  speaks  of  regulating  commeree. 

ir  ftren^  look  into  the  Constitution  to  seek  for 

'jMMfiivptVi  the  part  of  this  Gk^veroment  to  make 

MUlniB^fiiitinps^  thai  clause  would  foe  the  very 

^    M.  .  I  ^^^j^  refer. 


^  I  will  not  stop,  however,  to  argue  the  constitu- 
tional Question.  Personally,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
it  can  oe  of  very  little  interest  to  me  where  this  ^ 
subject  is  referred.  It  will  relieve  me  of  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  if  it  ^oes  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. I  only  feel  it  my  duty,  however,  to  make 
this  statement  to  the  House,  being  placed  in  the 
position  where  I  am,  because  I  am  friendly  to  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  great  rivers  of  the  country.  To  some  extent, 
I  say  that  I  am  friendly  to  such  appropriations. 
I  am  not  inimical  to  appi'opriations  for  harbors, 
when  they  come  within  what  I  deem  the  cpnstitu- 
tional  rule. 

1  warn  northwestern  gentlemeu  who  feel  a  soli- 
citude upon  this  subject,  that  if  aU  these  measures 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Conunerce,  no  bill  can  find 
Its  way  through  this  House.  While  I  would  ap- 
prove of  a  great  many  of  the  objects  named  in  the 
bill  of  the  last  Congress,  I  will  never  vote  for  an 
omnibus  of  such  a  character  as  that  one  was.  I 
promised  not  to  detain  the  committee.  They 
nave  the  question  now  before  them,  whether  thev 
will  follow  the  rules  giving  one  of  their  stana- 
ine  committees  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and 
which  the  rules  say  belongs  to  it;  or  whether 
they  will  allow  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to 
usurp  it. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  will  only 
say  a  few  words  by  way  of  reply  to.the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  RoBiNtoM.]  I  think  that 
gentleman  has  labored  under  a  mistake  in  refer- 
ence to  the  course  of  practice  upon  this  subject.  I 
concede  that  the  rule  to  which  he  has  alluded — 
the  98th  rule— refera  not  only  mattera  relating 
to  roads  and  canals,  but  those  which  may  relate 
to  the  improvement  of  ri  vera,  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.^  I  think  he  will  look  in  vain, 
in  the  practice  of  this  House,  from  the  period 
when  tliat  rule  was  established,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  to  find  a  single  instance,  when,  either  by 
a  resolution  of  this  House  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  or  otherwise,  the  committee 
has  had  referred  to  it  the  consideration  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  rivera  of  the  country.  And  I 
think  he  will  also  find,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi^;ation  of  rivers 
has  ever  emanated  fronn  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals.  This,  in  my  apprehension,  has 
arisen  from  the  very  reason  which  was  at  the 
foundation  of  the  committee  designated  now  as  a 
Committee  upon  Roads  and  Canals  If  the  commit- 
tee will  look  at  the  facts  and  circumstances  which 
attended  the  original  organization  of  this  commit- 
tee, I  think  they  will  see  a  good  reason  which  has 
influence  our  predecessors,  and  which  should 
influence  this  House  in  departing  from  the  strict 
language  of  the  rule,  and  adhering  to  the  settled 

Sracticeof  the  House  upon  this  subject.  This 
8th  rule,  to  which  the  gentleman  has  referred, 
the  committee  will  see  was  incorporated  in  our 
rules  in  the  year  1831,  now  twenty  yeara  ago. 
Previous  to  that  time,  and  at  that  very  session, 
there  existed  a  sc3ett  committee  upon  tne  subject 
of  internal  improvements.  It  yas  distinctly  and 
emphatically  an  internal-improvement  committee, 
organized  and  operating  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing out  that  great  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments which  then  occupied  the  public  mind  ui  this 
country— a  system  which  had  extended  so  far, 
that  at  the  time  when  Gr^neral  Jackson  interposed 
by  his  veto  upon  the  Maysville  road  bill,  there 
were  reported  ready  for  action  by  this  House,  bills 
involving  the  expenditure  of  more  than  $100,- 
000,000.  This  system  had  grown  up  in  this  way. 
It  had  been  fostered  by  the  action  of  the  Internal 
Improvements  Committee.  General  Jackson's 
doctrine  incorporated  in  his  veto  altered  the  course 
of  things  upon  this  subject,  and  a  new  doctrine 
was  established,  which  was  followed  up  by 
another  message  retom^^a  bill  which  had  passed 
Congress  in  the  year  18&;  and  declaring  that  the 
true  line  of  distinction  should  be,  whether  the 
works  for  which  these  appropriations  were  made 
were  national  or  merely  local  in  their  character. 
At  the  session  of  1832,  for  the  firat  time,  a  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  was  appointed,  and 
to  that  committee' was  referred,  under  the  general 
reference  of  topics  in  the  President's  message,  all 
the  subjects  that  relate  to  the  internal  improve- 
ments of  the  country,  so  that  this  committee  was 
really  a  substitute  forand  incorporation  of  the  select 
committee,  formerly  knovm  as  the  Internal  Im- 
proTements  Comtmttee,  and  occupied  its  place 
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precisely,  both  in  its  character  and  the  subjects 
which  were  referred  to  it.  If  you  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  at  the  debates  that  occurred  upou 
the  motion  to  appoint  this  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,' ana  the  vote  also  that  was  firat  taken, 
you  win  find  that  the  measure  was  sustained  by 
the  internal  improvement  party  of  this  country, 
sustained  and  advocated  upon  tnis  floor,  and  voted 
upop  and  carried  by  them  by  a  nu^rity  of  six 
votes. 

I  am  right,  therefore,  in  the  assumption,  that 
this  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  in  its  or- 
ganization, was  essentially  an  internal  improve- 
ment committee.  Now,  what  is  the  reason  that 
since  the  firat  organization  of  this  committee  by 
our  predecessors  down  to  the  very  last  House 
that  preceded  us,  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
of  our  large  rivers — thoiigh  in  some  cases  the  raf- 
erance  has  not  been  specifically  mi^e  on  the  sub- 
ject— has  been  raferred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce— to  the  same  committee  to  which  the  subject 
of  the  improvement  of  harbora  has  been  raferred, 
and  the  j^eral  inatters  pertaining  to  commerced 
I  think  It  is  clearly  seen  that  it  has,  because  the 
policy  of  this  Government  has  changed  in  this 
respect,  and  we  have  put  ourselves,  since  that  pe- 
riod, upon  the  ground  of  appropriating  only  for 
national  objects,  and  have  left  entirely  this  whole 
system  o(  mteroal  improvements,  as  a  system,  to 
be  carried  out  under  the  auspicAi  of  the  National 
Legislaiura.  That  beine  so,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  has  properly  had  under  consideration 
all  matters  relating  to  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try— to  its  foreign  commerce — to  the  improve- 
ment, protection,  and  maintenance  of  that  com- 
merce, so  far  as  a  national  legislature  ought  to  in- 
terpose. It  has  been  the  national  power  that  has 
been  exerted  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  and 
sustaining. the  national  commerce,  whether  that 
commerce  shall  be  found  upon  #ie  Atlantic  coast, 
upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Pacific,  or  upon 
the  great  rivers  of  this  country.  That  has  been, 
I  affirm,  the  settled  practice  of  this  House  for  the 
last  twenty  yeara* 

Mr.  CARTTER.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  I  will  make  an  inquiry.  Does  the 
gentleman  underatand  that  the  structure  of  the 
committee  confines  it  to  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  harbora  opening  out  upon  for- 
eign commerce  alone?  I  wish  to  ascertain  that 
fact,  with  a  view  to  the  harbora  upon  the  lake, 
and  of  determining  my  vote. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  will  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CARTTsa,]  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  have  not  as  yet  had  this 
subject  under  consideration,  for  the  reason  that 
this  question  has  been  a  pending  Question ;  and 
for  another  reason,  also:  Many  of  tne  committee 
have  been  out  of  town,  and  their  opinions  could 
npt  be  ascertained.  It  would  be  improper  in  me 
to  commit  aay^  gentleman  to  any  ^precise  line  of 
action  upon  tnis  subject;  but  as  for  myself,  I  am 
willine;  to  say,  that  t  think  the  true  ground  which 
should  be  taxen  by  this  House  upon  this  subject, 
is  the  one  which  was  marked  out  in  the  Mays- 
ville Veto  Bill,  and  reaffirmed  in  the  subsequent 
message  of  President  Jackson,  to  which  1  re- 
ferred. 

We  should  report  to  this  House,  and  this  House 
should  pass  such  a  bill  in  relation  to  these  works^- 
many  of  which  have  been  already  fostered  by 
Government  and  received  very  large  expenditures, 
but  now  going  to  decay — as  will  sustain  them.  If 
there  are  new  points  at  which  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  in  its  most  enlaiged  sense,  which  needs 
to  be  fostered  and  sustained,  they  should  also  re- 
ceive proper  appropriations  for  their  protection. 
I  am  as  much  opposed  as  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded me  to  what  he  terms  an  omnibus  bilh  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  the  ore;an  of  a  committee,  to  present 
to  this  House  a  bill  that  shall  not  have  m  itself 
intrinsic  merits — ^merits  such  as  this  House  nhall 
approve-HBuch  as  our  constituents  shall  approve, 
and  upon  which  we  can  fkirl/  stand  before  the 
country,  and  not  by  such  strength  as  is  to  be  de- 
rived merely  from  appropriations  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  and  suoserving  local  interests. 
Thus  much  I  feel  prompted  90W  to  say. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  ought  to  advert  briefly  to 
a  topic  to  which  the  gentleman  has  alluded,  and 
that  is,  the  construction  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. For  my  part,  in  relation  to  these  n^ttera 
of  great  national  concern,  I  have  not  been  disposed 
to  scan  closely  the  locality  of  gentlemen  who 
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might  compose  the  committees.  I  had  hoped  that 
gentlemen  who  were  placed  upon  important  com- 
mittees of  this  House  would  act,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will,  feeling  that  thev  represent  eyery  portion 
of  this  nation,  so  far  as  tneir  action  upon  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House  is  concerned.  I  am  not  to 
see  whether  a  man  comes  from  the  North  or  South, 
from  the  East  or  West,  to  jud^e  of  him  in  advance 
and  determine  whether  he  shall  be  favorable  or 
unfavorable  to  any  particular  policy  I  may  wish 
to  advance  by  the  action  of  a  commrttee.  I  hope 
and  believe  that  such  will  not  be  the  judgment  of 
this  House,  either  as  respects  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  or  any  other  committee. 

Let  us  go  a  little  into  particulars  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  the  gentleman  has,  and  denote  the  residences 
or  cities  from  which  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee have  b^en  selected.  He  has  appealed  to 
gentlemen  from  tlte  Northwest  in  reference  to  their 
interests;  and  he  said  that  no  gentleman  connected 
with  or  having  any  interest  m  the^  trade  or  com- 
merce of  that  part  of  the  country  was  to  be  found 
on  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  If  he  will  look 
at  that  committee,  he  will  find  a  gentleman,  IMr. 
St.  Martin,]  asfaraj  his  Statels  concerned,  wnose 
locality  is  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river — a 
river  upon  which  floats  the  great  commerce  of  the 
West — a  river  upon  which,  and  its  tributaries, 
large  impropriations  are  needed  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  that  commerce.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
interests  of  that  quarter  of  the  country,  if  they 
are  to  be  represented  by  that  gentleman,  will  be 
safe  in  his  hands.  *  If  he  wilt  look  at  another  State 
upon  the  western  side  of  the  mountains,  he  will  find 
upon  that  committee  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Johnson,]  an  old  and  experienced 
member;  and  surely  a  gentleman  commg  from 
that  quarter  is  safely  to  be  intrusted,  not  only  with 
the  interests  of  his  own  State,  but  with  all  the  in- 
terests that  mighf  pertain  to  the  commerce  of  the 
fi^reat  valley.  He  will  find  also  another  gentleman 
[Mr.  RoBBiNs]  representing  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  trade  and  commerce  extend  to  one  of 
the  great  western  lakes,  and  finds  its  outlet  upon 
the  river  nearest  us.  Finally,  (and  the  committee 
will  pardoil  me — the  Speaxer  has  been  pleased 
to  place  me  unon  that  committee.  The  State  of 
New  York,  wnich  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent, has  an  interest  as  deep  and  abiding  in  the 
source  of  the  prosperity  ana  trade  of  the  great 
Northwest,  as  any  State  in  this  Union.  The 
river  upon  which  I  reside — the  Hudson  river — ^is 
the  great  outlet  of  all  that  commerce  scattered  over 
the  extreme  Northwest,  brought  down  through 
the  Erie  Canal  and  other  avenues,  and  all  concen- 
trating.in  our  great  commercial  empori>im.  It  is 
needless — it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  say,  to 
what  extent  I  would  be  willing  to  go  to  foster  that 
trade.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  fed  that  my  con- 
stituents have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  it,  and 
as  far  as  constitutional  power  will  permit  the 
House  to  go,  m  my  judgment,  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  be  disposed  to  go  for  all  necessary  protection 
of  that  interest. 

I  have  been  constrained  to  go  thus  minutely  into 
this  matter  from  the  course  which  the  gentleman 
fW>m  Indiana  [Mr.  Robinson]  has  taken.  I  do 
not  wish  to  detain  the  committee  by  a  discussion 
of  the  vexed  question  of  internal  improvement. 
The  whole  matter  will  come  up  before  the  com- 
mittee when  a  bill  shall  be  presented.  I  would 
rartier  that  that  bill  should  be  Judged  of  by  its  own 
merits,  than  to  have  it  forestalled  here  by  the  sus- 
picions of  any  gentleman.  I  will  merely  say  now, 
that  it  must  be  obvious  -to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  that  this  whole  interest  of  internal  im- 
provement which  relates  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  whether  that  commerce  be  upon  the  sea- 
board or  upon  the  northern  lakes,  or  upon  our 
larger  rivers,  is  almost  identical.  They  are  con- 
nected together,  and  the  power  that  acts  upon  one 
should  act  upon  them  all.  As  I  said  when  I  had 
the  honor  ofpresenting  my  amendment,  these  im- 
provements, m  many  cases,  are  themselves  con- 
nected together.  By  the  resolutions  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  you 
grant  power  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  re- 
port appropriations  for  harbors,  and  you  grant  to 
another  committee — the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals — power  to  report  appropriations  for  rivers 
that  enter  into  those  harbors,  when  the  very  eon- 
stru^tions,  in  many  instances,  which  you  propose 
to  erect  for  the  protection  of  your  commerce,  are 
connacted  together. 


The  experience  of  our  l^shttion  for  twenty  years 
past  has  sanctioned  the  reference  of  this  whole 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  as  the 
appropriate  power  that  should  act  upon  it;  and  I 
hope  that  the  practice,  thus  uniformly  followed, 
will  be  adhered  to  by  this  House.  The  chairinan 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  last 
House,  reported  a  resolution  similar  to  this,  sep- 
arating the  improvement  of  rivers  from  the  im- 
provement of  harbors,  and  referring  the  former  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  the  latter 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Afler  discus- 
sion, that  resolution  was  negatived,  and  the  whole 
subiect  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  That 
is  tne  most  re<ient  action  upon  the  subject,  and  I 
hope  that  the  example  of  our  predteessors  will  be 
followed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  I  have  heard  no  good 
reason  assigned,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion, 
why  this  subject  of  the  improvement  of  rivers 
should  be  taken  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  and  sent  to  .the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Two  reasons  have  been  given:  one  relates  to  the 
policy  and  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress  to 
make  these  appropriations,  and  the  other  to  the 
necessary  connection  existing  between  the  two 
subject8---the  improvement  of  rivers  and  the  im- 
provement of  harbors.  The  policy  of  these  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
narbors,  and  the  constitutional  right  to  make 
them,  are  questions  to  be  discussed  wlien  the  bill  is 
reported  to  the  House.  But  to  say  that  those  are 
appropriate  considerations,  in  deading  to  which 
committee  the  subject  shall  go,  is  assuming  a 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the  feel- 
ings and  opinions  of  the  committees,  which  I 
think  ought  not  to  be  assumed. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Seymour]  says  that  rivers 
and  harbors  nave  a  necessary  connection,  and  re- 
late to  the  commerce  of  the  country.  I  would  ask 
what  thing  is  not  connected  with  commerce?  Is 
a  river  or  harbor  necessarily  more  connected  with 
the  subject  pf  commerce,  than  agriculture  is? 
Without  exports,  you  cannot  have  commerce, 
and  without  grain  and  other  produce,  you  cannot 
have  exports.  Is  it  any  more  connected  with 
conunerce  than  naval  architecture  is?  Without 
ships,  you  cannot  have  commerce.  Is  it  any 
more  connected  with  it  than  astronomy?  You 
cannot  navigate  a  ship  without  the  north  star.  Is 
it  any  more  connected  with  it  than  electricity  and 
magnetism  ?    You  must  have  a  compass. 

Why,  according  to  that  aigument,the  Committee 
on  Commerce  might  claim  that  all  matters  and 
subjects  relating  to  the  arts  and  sciences,  should 
be  referred  to  them.  I  am  myself  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  but  I  am  not 
so  extravagantly  fond  of  cold  water,  as  to  desire  to 
have  iurisdiction  not  only  over  rivers  and  canals, 
but  also  over  the  ocean.  For  myself,  I  would 
quite  as*  lief  get  rid  of  the  labor  of  taking  up  this 
subject,  whicn  will  probably  be  a  very  laborious 
one,  but  I  have  hao  the  pleasure  of  meeting  our 
committee  once  or  twice,  and  have  a  very  high  re- 
spect for  our  chairman.  I  know  his  intelligence 
and  ability  to  take  charge  of  this  subject,  and  as- 
the  rules  expressly  assign  this  duty  to  us,  I  hold 
that  it  should  be  so  referred. 

Now  I  have  had  no  experience  in.  l^islation, 
but  permit  me  to  ask  whether — even  if  the  prece- 
dents to  which  the  gentleman  has  referred  do  exist 
— the  practice  of  three  or  four  sessions  is  to  over^ 
ride  the  rules  of  the  House,  one  of  which  expressly 
says  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  ou 
Roads  and  Canals  to  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration. 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  amendment 
ought  not  to  prevail,  and  I  mention  it  with  all  pos- 
sible respect  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  But  I  say  that  when  the  chairman  of 
a  committee  appeals  to  this  House,  to  refer  to  that 
committee  a  subiect  which  is  not  before  them,  it  is 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  subject  ought  not  to 
be  committed  to  them.  Why  ?  Because  the  very 
anxiety  to  get  hold  of  the  subject  authorizes  the 
presumption,  that  there  is  an  opinion  already 
formed;  and  certainty  it  is  fof  the  good  of  the 
country,  that  subjects  should  be  referred  to  com- 
mittees who,  'when  they  take  hold  of  them,  are 
entirely  impartial  and  unbiased. 

But  1  have  yet  another  reason  for  opposing  this 
amendment.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  the  Speaker 
of  this  House;  and  when  he  appointed  these  com- 
mittees he  had  the  rules  before  him » and  knew  the 


duties  assigned  to  the  dififerent  committees  l^y  these 
rules.  And  why  did  he  put  me  on  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  my  colleague  on  the 
Committee  on  Commerce?  Not  certainlv  be- 
cause, being  taller  than  ray  colleague,  I  coola  per- 
haps  touch  bottom  in  the  ocean  as  well  as  in  the 
shallow  rivers  better  than  he  could;  foVf  am  the 
poet  says: 

**  The  raind^  the  itsdire  of  die  nmn.'* 

When  the  Speaker  appointed  these  oommitteea, 
he  inc^uired  not  only  with  regard  to  the  general 
standing  of  gentlemei^but  also  as  to  their  intel- 
lectual stature.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  in  compli- 
ment to  the  high  intellect  of  my  colleague,  [Mr^ 
Setmour,]  he  gave  him  the  broad  ocean,  the  great. 
ships,  the  great  steamers,  and  the  whole  ooramerce 
of  the  country,  whilst  he  gave  to  me  and  my  col' 
leagues  on  the  committee-4>ein|i:  men  of  less  in- 
tellectual stature — the  shallow  nvers  and  the  little 
mhddy  canals.  And  we  want  to  show  that  it  ie 
not  too  much  for  us.  I  express  no  opinion  what- 
ever, one  way  or  the  other,  about  the  doctrine  of 
internal  improvements.  My  opinions  on  that  sub- 
ject are  known,  I  bdieve,to  no  human  being  here. 
I  have  no  personal  feeling  upon  this  subject,  and 
should  be  glad  to  accommodate  my  colleague;  bat 
I  have  made  these  remarks  because  ft  is  the  desire 
of  the  respected  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  that  this  subject  riiould  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
committee  long,  and  I  am  not  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.    The  rule  has  been  r^,  and  that  Ur 
sufficient  justification  for  me  and  for  theresolotiona 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit^roposing   to 
distribute  the  President's  message.   ThesentlemaB 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Setmour]  says  that  a  like 
thing  was  done  at  the  last  session  of  Uongrees,  and 
that  the  House  overruled  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee'of  Ways  and  Means  by  amending  hie 
resolution  in  reference  to  this  subject,  which  wae 
similar  to  that  which  I  have  offered.    Well,  sir, 
the  House  can  give  anj  direction  the^r  see  fit  to 
this  subject,  but  I  conceive  that  in  submittiDgth^se 
resolutions  for  the  action  of  this  committee,  I  had 
no  discretion  at  all  in  the  matter.    I  am  bound  by 
the  rules  of  the  House  which  have  been  adopt- 


ed for  our  government,  and  one  of  those  mlee  J 
expressly  says  that  this  subiect  shall  go  to  the  ' 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Cfanals.    I  have  pro- 


posed, therefore,  t^  give  it  that  direction.  If  thie 
committee  shall  see  fit  to  overrule  that  rule  of  the 
House— if  it  shall  see  fit  to  adhere  to  its  practice 
instead  of  to  its  rules,  I  shall  be  perfectly  "content 
that  the  subject  should  be  referrea  to  either  com- 
mittee. My  main  purpose  in  addressing  the  com- 
mittee now  is  to  call  their  attention  to  another  * 
subject  which  is  pressing  upon  Congress  (or  eariy 
action.  I  hope  tnat  the  committee  will  vote  upon 
the  resolutions  which  I  have  submitted,  and  let  ue 
then  pass  on  to  a  bill  upon  which  the  President 
has  urged  us  in  his  message  to  take  eariy  action. 
I  allude  to  the  bill  which  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
this  morning,  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty 
oetween  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  STUART,  (interposing.)  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me,  I  would  suggest,  that  as  there  are 
several  topics  connected  wiui  the  message  that  will 
probably  give  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  it 
would  perhaps  be  better  to  lay  aside  these  resolu- 
tions for  the  present,  and  proceed  tp  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  to  which  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  do- 
ing that,  if  it  be  true,  as  indicated,  that  an  extend- 
ed debate  will  be  likely  to  grow  out  of  it.  I  do 
hope  that  the  message  may  be  referred,  and  that 
we  may  come  to  this  subject  at  once. 

A  Member.  We  cannot  get  through  with  it 
to-day. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  find  mysdf  in  a  very 
unpleasant  situation  in  regard  to  this  matter.  We 
are  called  upon  very  urgently  to  take  up  the 
Mexican  indemnity  bill  and  pass  it.  1  am  satis- 
fied that  it  ought  to  be  taken  up.  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  bill  appeals  to  this  House  for  its  eariy  ac- 
tion. I  therefore  move  that  this  subject  be  laid 
aside,  with  a  view  of  reaching  it. ' 

Mr.  GIDDINOS.  WiD  the  honorable  cbair^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  inform 
me  at  what  time  that  Mexican  indemnity  will  fidl 
due? 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.    It  will  become  due  the  30th 
or  If  »f  1 18S2. 

Mr.  GIDDiNGS.    I  understand  it  will  become 

inM'  the  let  of  May,  1853.    So  it  aeema  we  are 

tiSkd  OB  thua  uroently  to  legislate  for  May,  1853 ! 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  "The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

*lle  indemnity  becomes  due  in  1852.    I  am  sure 

Ifli  ri^t  in  this  matter.    If  the  gentleman  from 

Ckt  chooses  to  do  so,  he  can  examine  the  doca- 


Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
«fc»  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  assert  it  as  certain; 
hot  I  am  very  certain  that  we  legislated  for  the 
psymeat  of  the  installment  due  text  May  near 
tibt  clof  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  If  this 
IS  so*  the  payment  for  which  we  are  now  urged 
isl^slate  wUl  not  fidl  due  tUI  the  dOth  of  May, 
1853.    I  am  sure  of  that. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
on  the  Clerk's  table,  I  must  ask  that  he 
vS  read  that  part  of  it  which  refers  to  this  sub- 
ject. But  I  know  the  fact,  which  I  have  stated,  to 
OS  truer  I  know  that  there  was  no  law  passed  the 
Jm*  season  of  Congress.  There  was  a  bill  before 
the  Hottse  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
ht^  k  lailed  to  becomes  law.  By  reference  to  the 
Inafty,  vou  will  find  that  the  last  installment  be- 
csmf  doe  30th  May,  1852,  and  no  payment  is  to 
bt  BMde  in  1853. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  before  the  committee  aside? 

l£r^  HOUSTON.    1  do  make  that  motion. 

B€r.  QIDDING^.  If  the  gentleman  will  per- 
miL  me.  1  understand  that  we  bill,  to  whioi  I 
have  aHuded,  passed  the  House  during  the  last 
9mfm»t  hut  ^ed  to  become  a  law. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  very  necessary  that  we 
ihrniM  legislate  uponihis  subject  as  soon  as  possi- 
hie.  By  our  treaty  stipulations,  we  are  to  make 
a»tiaCions  for  |3,180,000,  to  be  paid  in  the  city 
srMexico  bv  tbi^  first  of  May,  1852.  1  think 
tm  tine  is  already  too  short.  I  regret  that  the 
proper  legislation  was  not  had  the  last  session.  I 
thcRfinre  move  that  this  resolution  be  laid  aside. 

TtkB  question  was  then  put,  and  upon  division 
liken  wsro— -ayes  95,  noes  17 ;  no  quorum. 

TeUsrs  were  demanded  and  ordered ;  and  Messrs. 
Rnv  and  BaBcxsNaiDOE  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  taken,  and  the  tellers 
MBorted— ayes  113,  no#s  not  counted. 

Bo  the  resolution  was^aid  aside. 

WORJCM BV  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 

Thft  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  next  business  in 
be  a  jbint  resolution  providing  for  con- 
in  employment   the   workmen,  engaged 
,  ^  jfeextmision  of  the  Capitol. 
IkBDUSTON  moved  to  lay  it  aside. 
Jfe  Walsh.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
#117  a  single  word  ?    I  think  there  was,  at  least, 
**'"^'^"*  understanding  that  this  business- 


Ae CHAIRM ANTno  debate  is  in  order. 
TW  <piestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
lined  to  be  laid  aside — ayes  72,  noes  47. 
Xr.  HOUSTON.  Is  it  competent  for  me  to 
"^  to  Uy  aside  all  business  which  takes  prece- 
.  of  that  relating  to  the  Mexican  indemnity  ? 
the  CHAIRMAN.    Not  except  by  unanimous 


Ko  objection  was  made,  and  the  committee  ^ro- 
CMdcd  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  to  provide 
ftr  carrying  into  execution,  in  further  part,  the 
Ml  artide  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  Mexico 
atOtodalupe  Hidalgo. 

Cries  of  "Read  the  bill!" 
"The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  do  not  know  that  any  ex- 
piHMUion  of  this  bill  is  necessarv.    I  will  say, 
Mwever,  that,  as  the  reading  of  the  bill  has  indi- 
«itad,  its  object  is  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  which  the  United  States  agreed  to 
pay  Mexico  |15,000,000.    Three  millions  was 
psid  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
remainiitf  |13,000,000  was  to  be  paid  in  install- 
hmo^  of  i3,000,0000,  annually.     According  to 
the  provirfons  of  the  treaty  each  installment  ear- 
ned wkhat  the  interest  on  the  whole  amount  then 
im^    The  trst  installment  which  was  paid  at  the 
Mpiratton  of  twelve  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  was  |3,720,000  according  to  the  pro- 
ivMiM  of  tte  treaty,  it  beinr  f3,000,000,  and  six 
partem,  vpe^  the  whole  f  ]2,0000,fiOO  then  due. 
Jktmccaa  payment  was  43,000,900,  and  the  in- 


terest upon  |9,000«P00  for  twelve  months  at  six 
per  cent«  In  that  way  payments  have  been  made 
until  the  last  installmoit,  which  falls  due  the  30th 
of  May,  1852,  with  the  interest  upon  that  amount 
fbr  twelve  months.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
appropriation  is  for  f3,180,000.  The  $180,000  is 
the  twelve  months  mterest  at  six  per  cent,  upon 
that  |3,00Q,000.  The  committee,  I  have  no  doubt, 
are  just  as  familiar  with  the  whole  legislation  that 
has  occurred  upon  that  subject,  and  of  the  provi- 
^sions  of  the  treaty,  as  I  am,  or  as  I  can  make  them. 
This  is  one  obligation  growing  out  of  the  twelfth 
article  of  the  treotjr,  in  which  we  have  stipulated 
and  pledged  our  fiuth  as  a  nation,  that  we  will  at 
certain  periods  pay  certain  sums  of  money  to 
Mexico,  upon  the  ratification  of  that  treaty. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  know  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
how  this  indemnity  is  to  be  paid,  and  to  whom  it 
is  to  be  paid?  I  remember  that  during  the  last 
Congress  a  pajrment  was  made  to  Mexico  through 
a  certain  house,  while  there  was  a  proposition 
submitted — informally,  I  admit — by  which  the 
Government  would  naye  saved  from  sixty  to 
eighty  thousand  dollars.  My  object  now  is  to 
ascertain  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  by  whom  this  money  is  to  be 
paid — by  what  house,  or  by  what  concern? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unable 
to  answer  the  question  of  my  friend  from  Vir- 
einia,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  1  consider 
that  it  is  a  subject  with  which  this  House  and 
committee  have. nothing  to  do.  We  are  re- 
quired  

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  (interposing.)  If 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  wul  allow  me,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  answering  the  question  my- 
self. I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
now,  but  I  wish  to  say  that  my  colleofue  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  in  the  remark  he  made,  that  a 
proposition  was  rejected  here  which  would  have 
saved  the  Government  a  cent. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  did  not  say  the  propo- 
sition was  rejected  here. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  It  was  the  proposition  of  DuflT 
Green  to  pay  three  millions  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars, imd  in  that  proposition  he  offered  to  do  it  for 
one  half  of  one  per  centum  less  than  anybody 
else.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did 
not  believe  that  Dufif  Green  was  the  man  topay 
three  and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars  in  the  State 
of  Mexico. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  did  not  state  that  the 
proposition  had  been  rejected.  I  stated  that  I 
understood  there  was  a  house,  or  an  agent,  who 
would  have  negotiated  this  pa3rment,  and  by  that 
negotiation  the  Government  would  have  saved 
sixty  or  eightj  thousand  dollars;  and  I  under- 
stood a  house  in  this  city  proposed  that  the  Gh>v- 
ernment  should  not  advance  anything  until  they 
had  absolutely  paid  over  the  last  dollar  required 
by  the  stipulation,  and  should  show  to  the  Gov- 
ernment sufficient  vouchers  firom  Mexico  that  the 
payment  had  been  made.  My  object  now  in 
caUing  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  this  subject  is, 
that  if  we  can  save  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars by  requiring  the  payment  to  l>e  made  through 
some  other  house  than  that  of  Ccreoran  Sc  Aim, 
I  desire  the  attention  of  the  House  to  be  calleoto 
the  fact,  with  a  view  of  saving  that  vast  amount 
of  money,  and  I  hope  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee will  give  this  important  view  of  the  sub- 
ject his  especial  attention. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
what  was  done  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  or  by  the  House,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  My  opinion  is,  however,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last  Congress, 
if  I  understand  their  action,  acted  as  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  at  this  session  have  done 
and  propose  to  do— and  as  a  matter  of  course  I 
believe  it  to  be  right. 

It  is  not  our  province,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  receive 
propositions  from  Corcoran  db  Rig^,  or  Duff 
Green,  or  anybodydse,  as  to  themoiae  of  paying 
this  installment.  We  are  called  upon  to  appropri- 
ate the  money,  but  the  responsibiUty  rests  with  the 
GK>vemment  of  the  United  Slates — the  present  Ad- 
ministration— ^for  its  faithful  and  efficient  and  prop- 
er payment.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  take  from 
the  President  his  responsibility.  We  have  ours, 
which  is  to  make  the  appropriation,  and  when  we 
shall  have  completed  our  labors,  the  matter  rests 


with  him.  If  he  sees  fit  to  make  any  negotiation 
by  which  the  Government  loses,  that  is  a  matter 
between  him  and  Congress  and  the  country.  His 
is  the  responsibility  and  not  ours.  It  is  not  our 
province,  as  I  conceive,  to  introduce  a  provision 
into  this  bill  by  which  we  should  direct  the  manner 
or  the  agency  throu^  which  that  money  should 
be  paid  to  Mexico,  because  by  so  doing  we  should, 
at  once,  involve  ourselves  in  all  the  difficulties  and 
troubles  which  may  grow  out  of  it.  By  so  doing 
we -should  make  ourselves  responsible  for  any  loss 
or  miscarriage  that  mi{g:ht  occur,  and  relieve  the 
President  entirely  of  his  responsibility  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  upon  this  important  question. 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  matter  entird|y  foreign  to  oftr 
examination  and  inquiry  here.  Ijie  question  pre- 
sented for  the  consideration  of  this  committee  is, 
in  the  first  place,  the  amount  of  money  due;  and  if 
it  be  determined  that  it  is  due,  then  what  is  the 
usual  mode  of  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
secare  its  payment.  Why,  Congress  does  not 
carry  on  the  negotiation,  we  do  not  appoint  an 
a^ent,  we  do  not  say  how  it  shall  be  paid,  but 
simply  put  the  money  at  the  disposal  or  the  Ad- 
mimstration,  and  then  the  power,  the  duty,  the 
responsibility  all  re^ts  with  them,  and  not  with  us. 

There  seems  to  be  no  difficulty,  Mr.  Chairman, 
unless  it  may  be  one  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
show  is  foreign  to  our  inquiry,  and  which  I  hope 
will  be  kept  out  of  this  discussion  entirely. 

Cries,  **Cluestion !"  "Gtuesiion  !" 

Mr.  BAYLY  of  Virginia.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  say  anything  upon  this  subject,  iMiero  is  a 
disposition  to  pass  this  bill. 

Cries,  **  Let  us  pass  the  bill  1"  **Let  us  pass  the 
bUl!'* 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  There  is  a  point  in 
controversy,  as  to  the  expense  of  making  tne  pay- 
ment of  the  last  installment  to  Mexico.  It  is 
charged  that  the  expense  was  increased  by  making 
the  payment  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  in- 
stead of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is 
upon  that  point  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Batlt]  proposes  to  make  an  explanation, 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  hope  my  coUeajg^e  will 
postpone  his  remarks  until  morning.  It  is  getting 
late,  tmd  I  should  like  to  have  time  to  look  into 
this  measure. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  have  but  one  objection  to  thii, 
and  it  is,  that  I  dislike  to  have  a  speecli  upon  my 
mind  worse  than  anything  else  in  tne  world. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  must  per- 
ceive the  great  difficulty  in  reaching  this  bill  in  the 
morning.  We  shall  then  have  to  go  through  half 
a  dozen  other  matters  to  get  at  it  again. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  right.  1  think  this 
bill  should  pass  to-day.  I  will,  in  a  few  words, 
explain  precisely  the  action  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  last  Congress  upon  this 
subject.  In  the  first  place  that  committee,  at  the 
last  Congress,  came  to  the  same  conclusion  unan- 
imously which  it  has  come  to  at  this;  and  that  is 
that  the  payment  of  this  indemnity  was  an  execu- 
tive and  not  a  l^slative  dtity.  We  were  then  of 
opinion  that  when  Congress  had  appropriated  the 
money  to  make  this  payment,  our  (unctions  were 
at  an  end,  and  that  the  payment  of  this  money 
was  an  executive  duty. 

We  believed,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  has  informed  us  that  the 
present  committee  believe,  that  we  ought  not  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  manogin?  the  mode  of 
this  pa3rment,  when  we  could  not  have  afiy  con- 
trol over  it.  We  did  not  think  it  was  expedient 
for  this  House  to  assume  a  responsibility  when  it 
would  have  no  control  of  the  subject.  Well,  sir, 
for  these  reasons  we  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
prteisely  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  tiie  excep- 
tion of  the  sum  appropriated.  There  were  a  pu> 
cel  of  speculators  here,  who  put  out  pamphlets  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  filled  with  misstatements. 
They  succeeded  in  making  an  impression  upon 
members  of  this  House,  and  when  we  got  before 
it  we  had  a  very  lon^  debate,  which  is  reported  in 
the  Congressional  Gu>be. 

Amongst  other  points  which  were  made  was  the 
point  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
KiMo]  has  referred— that  the  payment  of  this  in- 
demnity, whieh  under  Mr.  Polkas  administration 
had  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
had  been  taken  by  General  Taylor's  administra 
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tion  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treaturv  and  con- 
ferred upon  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  informed 
the  House  at  the  laet  Congress  of  the  reasons  of 
this  transfer.  So  far  from  either  of  these  officers 
desiring  to  have  the  charge  of  this  payment,  Mr. 
Meredith,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
insisted  that  it  belonged  to  Mr.  Clayton,  and  Mr. 
Clayton  insisted  that  it  belonged  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  each  one  wishing  to  escape  the 
trouble  and  calumny  they  knew  they  would  in- 
volve themselves  in  in  making  this  payment.  The 
officer  to  make  the  arrangement  was  made,  as  I 
was  authorized  to  state  upon  this -floor,  a  matter 
of  Cabinet  consultation;  when  the  Cabinet  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  decided,  that  inasmuch  as  it  referred  to 
our  foreign  relations;  as  it  was  a  matter  connected 
with  a  foreign  nation,  it  properly  belonged  to  the 
State  Department,  and  nbt  to  the  Treasury;  that 
although  it  was  a  payment  of  a  sum  of  money, 
yet  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  the  man- 
agement of  the  matter,  he  must  have  communi- 
cated through  the  Secretary  of  State,  because  he 
was  the  one  that  conducts  all  business  with  foreign 
nations.  These  were  the  reasons  that  induced  the 
Cabinet  of  General  Taylor  to  decide  that  the  State 
Department  was  the  one  to  make  this  negotiation. 

Well,  sir.  General  Taylor  died.  The  present 
Administration  came  in  when  the  afl*air  stood  in 
that  plight,  and  Mr.  Fillmore's  administration  de- 
termmed  to  carry  out,  or  rather  to  adhere,  to  the 
decision  which  General  Taylor's  administration 
had  made,  and  Mr.  Webster  made  a  contract  with 
Messrs.  #orcoran  A  Riggs,  Howland  &  Aspin- 
wall,  and  Baring  Brothers,  to  make  this  payment. 
They  agreed  to  give  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  to 
the  Government  for  the  privilege  of  making  it. 
The  proposition  which  was  made  by  Green  and 
his  associates  was  to  give  four  per  cent.  The  de- 
bate upon  that  matter — I  have  not  recurred  to  it, 
as  I  aid  not  anticipate  that  this  bill  would  be 
brought  up  to-day— -but  the  debate  will  show  that 
1  demonstrated  upon  that  occasion  that  the  propo- 
sition of  Corcoran  &>  Riggs  was  the  better  prop- 
osition for  this  Government  of  the  two  in  a  pe- 
cuniary point  of  view,  even  supposing  that  Duff 
Green  and  his  associates  had  been  the  proper  per- 
sons to  intrust  with  this  business. 

But  I  was  authorized  by  Mr.  Webster  to  say, 
that  no  matter  what  had  been  offered  by  Green 
and  his  associates — if  it  had  been  twenty  per 
cent. — he  should  not  have  contracted  with  them 
in  reference  to  the  subject.  I  showed,  too,  that 
the  arrangement  the  Administration  made  was,  at 
least,  as  good  a  one  as  that  of  Mr.  Walker's;  and 
I  believe,  after  a  thorough  investieation  of  the 
whole  subject,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tion  in  this  matter  had  been  fair — ^that  there  had 
been  nothing  exceptionable  in  it.  That  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  matter  was  discussed  in  this 
House  fbr  several  days,  and  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means  were  sustained  by  a  vote,  I 
think,  of  two  or  three  to  one.  The  bill  was 
carried  to  the  Senate,  where  this  whole  discussion 
was  renewed,  and  after  full  debate  there,  the  bill 
which  we  sent  there  from  this  House  was  passed 
by  an  overwhelmin|[  majority.  For  the  part  I 
acted  upon  that  occasion,  in  sustaining  an  afranee- 
ment  which  I  thought  was  a  judicious  one,  tor 
reasons  I  have  assigned  at  length  in  the  debates 
at  the  last  Congress,  I  have  paid  the  usual  pen- 
alty. A  little  sheet  published  in  this  city — The 
Tkl^mph — edited  by  one  of  the  disappointed  con- 
tractors, (Duff  Green,)  has  been  maligning  and 
traducing  me  from  that  time  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, f  will  tell  mv  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
HoutTON]  that  he  has  not  a  conception  of  the 
number  of  insidious  enemies  he  will  have  at  the 
end  of  this  Congress;  for  every  man  who  has  a 
scheme  to  plunder  the  TrecMury — which  it  will  be 
his  duty  to  defeat — will  recollect  it  as  long  as  he 
lives,  and  they  will  use  every  opportunity  of 
making  him  feel,  as  far  as  they  can  oo,  that  it  is 
remembered.  Biut  they  will  conceal  the  ground 
of  their  enmity.  This  is  not  the  only  case.  I 
have  referred  to  it  especially,  because  I  notice  that 
some  of  the  papers,  fh>m  whom  better  things 
might  be  expected,  copy  these  attacks,  without 
knowing  the  source  whence  they  emanate.  This 
is  not  the  only  case  I  have  traced  to  the  manner 
in  which  I  dischareed  my  duty  as  chairman  of 
that  committee  at  the  last  Congress,  of  the  most 
inveterate  enmity  any  man  ever  had  to  encounter. 
1  do  not  wish  to  go  mte  this  matter.    If  there  is 


any  gentleman  who  wishes  to  be  informed  on  any- 
thing connected  with  the  conduct  of  the  commit- 
tee at  the  last  session,  I  am  prepared  to  inform 
him.  It  was  precisely  that  of  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means  this  session. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  One  word  upon  this  subject, 
and  but  a  word.  I  concur  fully  with  what  has 
been  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Houston]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virgima,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  with  regard 
to  the  expediency  of  this  House  taking  into  con- 
sideration offers  that  any  individual  or  firm  may 
make  for  the  payment  of'^this  money.  It  is  with 
the  Elxecutive  power  solely  and  particularly.  It 
belongs  to  them  by  law;  and  the  responsibility  is 
with  them.  If  they  do  wrong,  with  them  is  the 
blame.  There  is  no  good  reason,  in  my  mind, 
for  our  entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  offers 
individuals  nuiy  make,  or  may  have  made.  Now, 
as  to  the  history  of  the  transactions  in  this  House 
at  the  last  session  with  regard  to  the  same  bill.  1 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bayly]  to  say  there  was  an  offer  from  Duff  Green 
to  negotiate  the  pa3rment  of  this  indemnity  at  oilh 
half  per  cent,  less  than  those  lyade  by  others.  It 
was  disregarded,  as  I  understand  the  then  chair- 
man, by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  by  the  House.  Their  action  was  based  upon 
two  grounds:  one  was,  which  has  been  referred  to 
here,  that  it  was  not  a  matter  properly  coming 
within  their  jurisdiction;  and  another  very  good 
ground  was,  the  general  apprehension  that  it  was 
not  a  responsible  offer — a  statement  which,  prob- 
ably, might  with  aafeif  be  made.  There  was, 
however,  another  proposition  made  before  the 
House  and  before  ttie  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
by  the  firm  of  Rothschild,  through  their  agent, 
Mr.  Belmont,  of  New  York,  to  negotiate  the  pay- 
ment of  this  same  installmentxat  a  rate  matenaliy 
less  than  that  offered  by  the  house  of  Barings — ^for 
it  was  virtually  by  the  Barings,  though  I  do  not 
know  in  what  name  it  was  made— one  half  per 
cent.  less.  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Bayly]  will  concur  with  me  in  this;  and  tdlow 
me  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  proposition 
from  the  Rothschilds,  through  an  agent  author- 
ized by  them,  to  the  Department  of  State,  ap- 
peared before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Metms, 
and  I  think  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  With  the  gentleman's  permis- 
sion. The  offer  of  the  Rothschilds,  as  I  have 
shown  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate  at  the  last 
session,  was  one  that  was  inadmissible,  inasmuch 
as  it  conflicted  with  the  treaty.  The  debate  vrill 
show  it.  I  know  the  fact,  -that  I  satisfied  the 
House  they  could  not  accept  that  offer  without  the 
negotiation  of  a  new  treaty. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  do  not  make  these  state- 
ments with  any  view  of  expressing  a  different 
opinion  touching  the  propriety  of  the  action  of  the 
House..  Thus  much,  I  think,  was  apparent,  that 
if  the  committee,  or  the  House,  had  accepted  the 
offet^of  the  Rothschilds,  the  responsibility  would 
have  been  upon  the  House,  haa  there  been  any 
miscarriii^.  I  do  think  such  was  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  firm  of  Rothschilds,  that  no  ohnger 
could  have  been  incurred  by  the* Department,  had 
they  accepted  the  ofifer  of  that  house.  I  agreed  in 
the  conclusion  the  House  came  to,  that  it  was  in- 
expedient for  the  House  to  listen  to  the  proposi- 
tions. I  was  not  so  clearly  satisfied  as  was  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bay- 
ly,] as  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  of  the  De- 
partment upon  that  question.  I  was  not  satisfied 
that  the  Department  of  State  could'not  with  safety 
and  with  propriety  hava  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
Rothschilds,  because  it  was  the  first  banking- 
house  in  the  world— -as  responsible  surely  as  Uiat 
of  the  house  of  the  Baring.  I  thought  uien,  and 
I  ihink  now,  that  the  ofler  might  have  been  ac- 
cepted without  any  additional  increase  of  liability. 
I  will  not  take  op  time  witl)  going  into  my  reasons 
for  that  belief.  I  was  a  memoer  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  at  the  last  session,  and  I 
was  not  satisfied  that  the  action  of  the  Department 
was  clear  upon  this  subject.  It  may  have  been  as 
Che  gentleman  from  Virginia  states.  If  it  was  so, 
well;  but  if  there  was  fault— ^if  there  was  blame — 
if  there  Was  an  ofler  equally  'responsible  that 
might  have  been  acc«>teo,  saving  to  the  Union 
fVom  sixty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
negotiation  for  the  pajrment  of  the  installment,  let 
the  responsibility  he  at  the  door  where  it  belongs: 
at  that  of  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Admin- 


istration. I  repeat,  that  I  am  not  in  fkvor  of  the 
House  taking  into  consideration  these  negotiations 
for  payment  which  do  not  belong  to  them.  The 
rules  prescribe  our  dutiee,Hmd  if  we  enter  into  the 
consiaeration  of  the  subject,  we  should  tranooen^ 
our  duties.  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  as  it  no'w  ia, 
and  with  these  remarks  I  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.    I  did  not  expect  when  I 
propounded  the  interrc^tory  lo  the  gentleiBaa 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.   Houston,]  that  it  would 
lead  to  thb  debate.    I  am  now  satisfied  thai  the 
House  ought  to  take  a  little  more  time  for  ddiber- 
ation  before  they  pass  this  bill.    This  bill  Wtas 
reported  to-day,  and  I  believe  it  has  not  been  osoal 
to  pass  bills  tnrough  the  House  upon  the  esunr 
day  they  are  introduced.    There  urample  tin>e  for 
the  House  to  give  it  that  consideration  which  ite 
importance  demands.    I  am  inclined  to  the  poati- 
tion  assumed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Cotnmiuee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Houston,]  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Batlt,]  and  the  gentleman  rroro  ^ev 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hibbarp,!  that  the  proviaion  for 
the  payment  of  this  money  oelongs  to  the  Execu- 
tive Department.    It  is  true  there  has  been  a  loma 
to  the  (Government  in  the  payment  of  the  last  in- 
stallment of  the  indemnity  of'^some  sixty  or  ei^ty 
thousand  of  dollars.   I  ask  of  this  House  whether 
it  is  not  worth  while  to  stop  and  pause  a  moment 
to  look  into  this  matter.    I  tell  the  House  and  the 
country  I  am  informed — not  by  a  published  pam- 
phlet—directly by  a  eentleman,  that  he  would 
engage  the  payment  of  the  installment  at  one  half 
per  cent,  less  than  it  was  negotiated  by  the  Execu* 
tive  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  evident 
this  subject  cannot  be  completed  to-day,  and  with 
the  consent  of  my  colleague  I  will  move  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  question  was  pnt  and  agreed  to. 

Thecommittee accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  ChairmanTMr. 
JoNKs]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Btate^f  the  Union  had  had  under  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Union  generafty,  and  partic- 
uluiy  House  bill  No.  46,  providingibr  carrying 
into  execution  in  further  part  the  IStth  article  of 
the  treaty  concluded  with  Mexico  at  Quadahipe 
Hidalgo,  but  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGOS,  the  House  then 
adjourned.  ^ 

N0TIC8SX>P  BILLS. 

BvMr.  DOTT:  A  bill  to  grant  a  eerttlo  qntBifQr  eflsiid 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  Ama  H^ailowoc  to 
the  MisidBflippi  river. 

AIM,  a  WjI  making  a  mat  of  land  to  aid  in  the  coa> 
■tniction  of  a  plank  or  ntt«r  r«>ad  from  the  United  Btatmi 
military  road,  between  Fort  Howard  and  FOtt  Crawford,  to 
Port  Wilkins. 

Also,  a  bill  to  proTide  for  tiie  completion  of  eertaia  mil- 
itary roads  in  Witconsin. 

Alao,  a  hill  to|{rant  the  right  of  preVmptian  for  the  tfraa 
of  two  yean  from  the  notice  of  sale,  to  settlers  on  that  por- 
tion of  (he  public  lands  in  Wisconsin  known  as  tilie  «  Mo- 
ttomonce  Tract.'* 


FBTmONS,itc 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  lie.,  were  pre^nted 
imder  the  rule,  and  referred  to  thejapproprtate  committees : 

By  Mr.  CABELL :  The  memorials  of  BaAis  Ballard  and 
Samnel  Bray,  keepers  of  light-hooees  nMr  Apalachieolm. 

By  Mr.  HASCALL:  Ttie  petition  of  Jacob  Coe,  of 
Michigan,  for  compensation  for  preperiy  lost  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  petition  of  a  namber  of  dti- 
sens  of  Philadcl^ia.  praying  that  a  hundred  and  tixtf 
acres  of  bounty  land  may  be  granted  to  soldlets  of  the  war 
of  1813,  Itc. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Sophia  Anderson,  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  fof  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  CABELL:  The  memorial  of  M.  Caotagtoa 
Watkins,  a  lieuteitantin  the  Navy,  asking  an  appropiiatioB 
for  the  exploration  of  the  interim  of  Africa. 

By  Mr.  DIMMICK  :  The  petition  of  N.  B.  BIdred,  aad 
94  other  citizens  of  Wayne  coenty,  Penneytrania,  pray> 
ing  ftir  an  wpropriation  saAcient  to  meet  the  evpenssa 
necessarily  incurred  by  the  contrilNitors  of  articles  from 
this  coun^  to  the  Great  Industrial  Exhibition  at  London. 

By  Mr.  8CUDDER:  The  petition  of  Uriah  Hawes  and 
145  others,  citisens  of  Massachowtts,  for  the  tncHmk  ef  a 
breakwater  at  Dennis,  in  Barnstable  bay. 

By  Mr.  SWEETSER;  The  memorial  of  C.  W.  Jay  and 
91  others,  citixens  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  asking  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  requiring  the  "  Ministers  of  the 
detpotte  Governments  of  Europe  to  rsside,  dartoa  their 
official  term,  at  a  distance  of  at  least  one  hundred  miles 
ftt>m  the  seat  of  OoTemment  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress." 

By  Mr.  BENN :  The  petition  of  Joaepli  Broke!  and 
60  others,  oitixens  of  Marion  eoontr,  Io«fa,  asking  for 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  roate  rnxn  Oakaloosa.  via 
Rnoxville,  the edunty  seat  of  Marion  coorf^y^aad  Inaian- 
Ola,  the  eoun^  ieat  of  Warrea  eoaniy,  to  WlntaMI,  QM 


tses. 


TUE  CON6RES»ONAL  GLOBE. 
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cotiuljf,  mod  far  Mnl-wetUy  sw- 
Tke  fm  fro  hope  coacliefl  ttieraon. 
Ali^  fhe  petitioo  of  Amron  8.  Jotant,  of  Polk  eoanty, 
•tktaf  Amt  m  Itw  autborlxfnf  tibe   correction  of 
rte  Ae  toealioD  of  «  mUltary  bounty  land  wsrnuit. 
BA8CAi.II :  Th«  petition  of  Jacob  Coe,  of  Mi- 
.iw  compeiMaiion  iiw  ptop«rty  kMt  in  tbe  late  war 
■C  Britain. 

.TAYXiOft:  The  petftioo  of  Jolm  Madeira,  and 

•eJMi  eiiiaena  of  Pope  eonn^,  Obio,  prajring  OonfrcM 

iMivi  *e  tioM  for  locaiinf  Viicitiia  militanr  land  war- 

tmmM  dM  Viisiiiia  Afilitary  Dittrict,  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio. 

tfmi.  HIBBARD :  Tbe  petition  of  Betsey  Wbipple  and 

OMb  WWpple,  pvaylng  for  leave  to  sarrender  patent!  ibr 

te  AtfewMui,  and  lake  otber  land. 

PBRKINt 


& :  Tbe  petition  of  Selden  Brown,  of 
rw ,  New  HamMbire.  aekiof  for  rdief. 
■r.  MILLSON :  Tbe  petition  of  Ro.  Owens,  asking 


liliiiii  I   of  pay  between  tbat  of  a  cbief  boatswain's 

»aB4  a  boatswain. 
Als%  Hbe  paiiiton  of  9«loinoB  Cherry,  asking  a  pension, 
eaaeeaont  of  inability  from  wounds  received  in  the  in  ill- 
fiyeqfi^c  of  the  United  States  during  the  last  war  with 


9r  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  ftfaasaehneetta:  The  petition  of  Man- 
so*.  BroKheas.  and  others,  of  New  York,  that  an  appropEi- 
tffaia  be  naoe  te  reirobbrBe  advances  made  by  George 
Mho^,  Bm|m  and  ntbem,  for  tbe  protection  of  American 
Lawimat  the  World's  Exhibition. 
■grMr.  FOWUBR:  The  petition  of  Wm.  A.  Crocker, 
odier  eitiaens  of  Jaanton,  Massachusetts^  prajring 
SBBB  be  appropriated  sufficient  to  defiray  Uieir  un- 
expenses  in  preparing  their  goods  for  exliibition 
■  Im Crystal  Palace,  to  London. 

if  Mr.  WfilGHTMAN :  The  memorial  of  a  citisen  of 
Sea  Maxteo,  prayingtlie  enactment  of  a  law  aothorizing 
^  «  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  call  one 


of  the  Lapslauve  Assembly  of  said  Terri- 
fy Mk  HAVEN :  The  petition  of  O.  B.  EvaiM,  of  Buf- 
M%  New  Yortc,  aakiug  that  Congress  appropriate  money 
IS  m#'lbc  eharres  on  TOods  sent  to  the  World^s  Fair. 

Am,  the  pemioa  of  W.  D.  Allen,  and  90  otber  cifiseas 
ilBaftlo,  New  York,  asking  Congress  lo  make  suitable 
I  for  eateadiag  a  telegraph  IVom  Port  Independ- 
(IoiIm  Padflc,  by  the4tassage  of  a  law  that  will  pro- 
iflittd  MMonntfe. 

AlMy  *e  petWon  of  EHxabeth  B.  N.  Field,  of  Milton, 

I,  widow  of  tbe  late  Captain  George  P.  Field, 

ace  of  her  pension. 

Hr.  FITCB  s  The  memorial  of  Thompson  Baroet,  of 

^aaUng  compensation  for  ienricesln  transportation 

9$  Mb.  iNflBRSOLL :  The  memorial  of  Hon.  Charles  J. 
IqpMBy  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  lo  a  claim  for  coiMmi> 
wMiaaatiii  Congress. 

W^b.  KtlHNS :  Th«  petition  of  Samuel  Slick,  (not  the 
NgMia  Baas  Slick,  of  Shcksbmrg,  down  East,  but)  of 
r,  Pannsylvania,  the  soa  of  a  raroUttioBary 
[BirapenfMo. 


te 


IN  SENATE. 
WunntDAT,  Janwtni  7, 1852. 
PkS7«r  by  the  Rer.  L.^P.  Moroax. 

PETITIONS.' 

Jbu'WAJyE  preaented  the  memorial  of  Daniel 

^'^  ~    ■entiag  that  there  is  a  Yarknce  between 

made  on  hie  claim  by  the  two  Boarda 

ioners  for  the  aettlement  tif  claims  of 

citizens  against  Mexico,  and  asking  the 

ffgKinf  the  dtflference  of  awards, 
tt  *&^"V^^  a  similar  character  from  Johnson 
&ilifil^'_by  his  administrator  Henry  P.  Bates; 
9m  of  vaich  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fefii|ii  Relations. 

Mr.  OEYER  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary 
^WtlcKNre,  widow  of  the  late  Major  Alphonso 
WSt  of  the  United  States  Arany,  prayit^  a 
li  which  was  referred  to  tbe  dommittec  on 


Mr.  6.  I  pressilt  the  petition  of  Richard  B. 
Lei^  «B  officer  in  the  Armv,  pmying  to  be  allowed 
(htasMBAft  of  public  funds  stolen  from  him,  and 
vUeh  he  repaid  to  the  ITIfited  S^tes. 

Ihi  memorialist  states  that  be  was  ordered  by 
^  eDmmaader  to  proceed  to  the  Sandwieh  Islands 


Mdaofthasasapplies  for  that  portion  of  the  army 
Wai  was  in  CUiforma  and  Oreeon;  that  on  his 
MIV9  he  cmployedji  vessel  whicm  was  chartered 
^sniadfTiduarwho  was  in  control  of  It.  He 
fvlhsr  states  thai  he  deposited  eleren  hundred  dol- 
Imb  wkk  the  charterer,  and  took  a  bill  of  lading. 
Ob  his  arrival  at  San  Prancisco,  this  money  had 
ben  taken  on  shore  and  deposited  with  some 
acRlHarts  there.  It  appearsi  howeTer«  that  this 
■easy  was.  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  this  iadmiluB].  He  absconded,  was  pur- 
Hcd,  overtalieD,  and  searched,  but  no  money  w^ 
kmmL  T9n  im^or  being  without  remedy  against 
the^OMl  oidefs,  sought  relief  bv  attaching  the 
VBSsely  tn  whieh,  however,  he  failed,  this  beine 
hdbfa  ikmmh^mnoB  of  California  as  a  State,  and 
dwM  hing  no  tribunal  there  by  which  a  specific 
Vth^  vessel  could  be  enforced.  Under 
hs  leH  obliged  to  make  good 


the  money  ^  and  he  now  prays  the  action  of  Con- 
gress for  his  reli^.  I  move  the  reference  of  the 
memorial  and  the  accompanying  docimients  to  the 
Committee,  of  Claims. 

The  memorial  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Bost6n,  Massachusetts,  pr^in?  that  the 
expenses  incunred  by  American  contributors  at 
the  Worid's  Fair  in  London  may  be  defrayed  by 
Congress;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conmittee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  ntemorial  of 
Benjamin  Holbrook,  and  tbe  memorial  of  Char- 
lotte B.  Holtz,  administratrix  of  Peter  Holtz, 
S raying  the  appoiiltment  of  a  Board  to  review  the 
ecision  of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  foe 
settling  claims  against  Mexico;  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.   ' 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Uhde  db  Co.,  praying  the  return  of  duties  paid  on 
certain  cotton  goods  shipped  by  them  at  New  Or- 
leans for  Point  Isabel,  m  Texas,  and  lost  at  sea; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  the  heirs 
of  Charles  Oaicley,  praying  compensation  for  the 
services  of  said  Oakley  in  the  revolutionary  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Lattine, 
praying  indemnity  for  spoliations  by  the  French 
prior  to  1801;  wnich  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

Also,  a  leuer  from  the  Mayor  of  tbecity  of  New 
York,  communicating  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Assistants,  tendering  to  the  United 
States  a  plat  of  land  within  that  city  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Mint;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  or  citizens  of 
Caldwell  Parish,  Louisiana,  residing  on  the  **  Mai- 
son  Rouge  Grant,"  praying  an  amendment  of  the 
late  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
land  in  that  rrant:  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

A4so,  the  petition  of  Bvariste  Blanc,  praying  the 
oonfirmatioa  of  his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  L.  M. 
GMdsboTOQgh,  8.  J.  Van  Brunt,  and  S.  P.  Blunt, 
naval  officers,  praying  additional  compensation  for 
services  on  special  duty  to  California  and  Or^n; 
which  was  refeiT^  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affkirs. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
First  Christian  and  Orchard  Parties  of  Oneida  In- 
dians, askinr  interest  on  certain  mone3rs  improp- 
eriy  withheld  firom  them  after  the  same  became 
due;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

CUBA.N  EXPATRIATED  INVADERS. 

Mr  CLEMENS.  Mr*  President,  I  desire  to 
present  a  petition,  whioh  I  will  ask  the  Scoretary 
to  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

7\»  tkt  Fruiieni  and  mtmhen  of  tke  Sematt,  mmi  tk9 
Speaktr  and  mewJten  of  tke  Hou$§  9/  JUtpretsntetisef 
Of  tke  Congreu  0/  tke  United  States : 
Gbntlsmkn  :  Toor  petitioner,  a  resident  citisen  of  the 
eity  of  New  Orleans,  In  the  State  of  Louisiana,  most  re- 
meetArtly  iMfs  leave  to  lepiatem,  that)  00  the  .3d  dav  of 
AuaiMt  last,  he,  in  company  widi  434  associates,  embarked 
on  Board  tlie  steamship  Pampero,  for  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
with  the  only  and  openly  avowed  intention  of  joininc  the 
Creole  poBuIatioB  (br  the  parpoee,  aod  that  alone,  of  aidtaf 
and  assiKtinff  them  ia  the  contest  #bich  we  were  ftilly  coa- 
vinced  had  men  commenced  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Span- 
1^  antborities  there,  and  the  establishing  in  their  stead 
republican  institutions  similar  in  all  respects  to  thone  gnv- 
arning  oar  own  highly-tevored  and  prosperous  country ;  and 
ia  Aiitheraoce  of  their  wishes,  a  aebaritation  of  our  force 
was  effected  on  the  Island  on  the  night  of  the  11th  and  19th 
of  the  same  month,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  9  o'clock  { 
but,  after  andergoing  privations  and  hardships  well  calcu- 
lated to  appal  as  well  as  to  demoralise  the  Moutest  and 
purest  heiut,  without  the  comraisrion  of  a  daale  outrage 
either  puUicor  private  whic*b  can  cause  the  blush  of  shame 
to  mantle  the  cheek,  or  tbe  breath  of  detraction  to  Justly 
sollf  the  soldier's  eaeutdieon  witii  the  taint  of  diriionor. 
aad  riiebavUig  bean  engaged  in  several  very  hotly  eoatesieo 
batHes  with  her  Spanish  M iJesty's  troopp,  your  peUtionerj 
with  the  entire  force  under  his  command,  was  entirely  cut 
to  pieces,  or  dispersed,  rendered  fVlgUive  and  finally  cap- 
tured and  ooaveyed  to  Havaaa  as  prisoners,  where  IM  to 
175  of  tbe  number  wwe,  by  oMer  of  his  Excellency  the 
CapUin  General,  Concha,  ccmdemned  as  public  malefactors 
to  ten  years'  servitude  in  the  fortress  or  Cento,  and  ^ere 
by  him  sent  to  Spain  to  undergo  the  infliction  of  the  pnn- 
1  fcilUDiirtdeoiasdi  hut,  ttmsgh  tiia  sMreiM  ofHie  Mgh^pra- 


Mgaiive  of  the  pankmiag  power  vested  ia  her  band,  hw 
Catholic  MflJeMy,  the  ^een  of  Spain,  has  deemed  it  aoth 
merciful,  politic,  and  wise,  to  commute  the  sentence  oC 
punishment,  to  knock  The  floackles  from  the  bound,  and  ta 
set  the  prisoners  free. 

Therefore,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  destitute  situ- 
ation <^  these  brave  and  gallant,  but  unfiurtunate  man,  (the 
most  of  whom  are  known  to  be  gentlemen  hi  their  own  in- 
dividual pergonal  right,  and  of  highly  reputable  relationship 
in  tbe  United  States,)  and  in  view  of  that  devotion  to  lib- 
era!  republican  principles  by  them  herein  exhibited,  and  of 
the  action  of  your  honorable  bodies  ia  behalf  of  refugees 
driven  from  their  homes  on  the  continent  of  Europe  in  con- 
sequence of  similar  espousals  of  the  cause  of  tiber^.  your 
petitioner  does  most  earnestly  -and  urgently  pray  tne  ta- 
khw  such  immediate  steps  by  your  lionf^able  bodies  as  will 
authorize  and  command  tbe  Executive  head  of  the  nation 
to  fuAiish  a  vessel  with  all  necessary  supplies  for  the  trans- 
portation, in  comfort  and  hsahh,  of  these  pardoned  and  re- 
lease soldiers  of  liberty's  army  back  to  the  shores  of  their 
own  free  and  happy  land;  for  which  your  petitioner  in  aM 
good  fhith,  must  mr  pray.       WM.  SCOTT  H A YNES. 

WAsniMOTON,  D.  C,  January  5, 1858. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLEMENS,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relar 
tions. 

RECONSIDERATION  OF  VOTE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Yesterday  the  Senate  passed 
a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Sally 
T.  Floyd,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Qeorge  R.  C. 
Floyd.  '  I  see  tliat  the  bill  was  introducMl  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Uitder^ 
WOOD.]  As  a  general  rule,  I  should  defer  greatly 
to  his  judgment  in  such  matters,  but  on  looking 
OTer  the  papers  of  this  morning,  particularly  with 
reference  to  this  bill,  I  find  that  it  contains  what  I 
consider  a  dangerous  principle — the  granting  of  a 
pension  to  the  widow  of  an  officer  who  diea  out- 
side of  the  service.  I  desire  to  move  the  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  this  bill  was  passed; 
and  as  I  observe  chat  the  Senator  is  not  in  his  seat, 
I  will  make  the  motion,  and  consent  that  it  lie  on 
the  table  till  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to  examine 
thejpapers  relating  to  the  suuiect. 

Tne- motion  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  QEYER,  it  was 
Ordered^  TlMt  tbe  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Herman 

Blannerbasset,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  raforred  to  the 

Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Or^eil,  That  the  petition  of  Eliza  M.  Evans,  on  the 
flee  of  the  Senate,  be  retored  W  the  Ccmmittae  oa  Bevo- 
lutiohary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 
Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  WilUam  Miller,  on  the  filea 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  ,to  the  Coraminee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  tbe  petition  ef  Mira  M. 
Alexander,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  PRATT.  My  attention  haa  been  celled  to  a 
memorial  of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
whioh  is  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  praying  that 
the  United  States  may  purchase  a  portion  of  .the 
Coliunbia  Turnpike  Roan,  which  is  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  so  that  it  may  be  made  free. 

The  Senate  are  aware  that  the  Government  have 
buih  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  river,  now  con- 
necting the  District  with  the  State  of  Vireinia. 
Senators  are  also  aware  that  we  have  purchased 
the  bridges  across  the  Eastern  Branch,  thus  con- 
necting the  District  with  the  State  of  Maryland. 
I  believe  that  this  turnpike  road  is  the  only  thor- 
oughfare throueh  the  District  which  may  not 
iK)w  be  traveled  free  of  expense.  I  move  that 
the  memorial  be  taken  from  tne  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  I  hope  they  will  give  it  their  early 
attention. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  so  referred. 

NOTICES  OF  BILI.S. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Snodgrass. 

Mr.  FISH  gave  notice  that  he  sjiould  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
judge  of  the  United  Slates  district  court  for  the 
southern  district  of  Florida. 

Mr.  PEARCE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
E.  McKay,  widow  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Kay. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
▼ide  Ibr  th«  remoral  of  obstructions  in  th«  river 
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biroas  a^  ?  It  is  because  the  light  of  a  better  day 
bis  iMmnd.  It  is  because  the  precepts  of  the 
OiMud  of  Christiaiiity  hare  ameliorated  our  laws. 
Uis weause  society  nas  made  the  discovery,  that 
'*  is  fit  to  lire  at  all»  he  ought  not  to  be  di- 

'  all  the  qualities  which  make  a  man,  by 
ous  mutilation  of  his  body.  What  is  the 
'which  is  given  to  all  this  by  those  who 
•  restore  this  rriic  of  barbarism  to  the  Navyr  ? 
Wkf,  Ihey  tell  us  we  intend  only  to  apply  this 
gfmtm  of  punishment  to' seamen — ^we  intend  only 
t0_§ttg*muMin.  That  is  quite  true.  It  is  only 
who  are  to  be  treated  like  brutes — aye, 
•  than  brutes.  There  is  no  man  who 
*,  who  would  permit  his  do^  to  be  thus 
femed.  There  is  no  ^t  on  the  habitable  globe 
ksomto  me,  where  a  man  wouM  be  permitted  to 
■isB«pon  a  dog,  and  lash  him  until  he  cut  the  flesh 
fim  m  his  ribs,  and  the  blood  should  be  made  to 
m  down  from  his  backbone  to  his  heels.  But, 
•r,&  is  only  the  sailor,  for  whom  this  punishment 
jitsberesenred. 

Who,  O  Senators !  is  the  American  sailor,  that 
hftli  to  be  treated  worse  than  a  dog?  He  has 
my  companion  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
-through  calm  and  storm,  privations, 
_  I,  and  danger.  In  peace  ana  in  war  I 
hnvired  with  him,  and  fought  with  him  side  by 
diB|Vysea  and  land.  I  have  seen  him  in  the 
M^flbcm  ocean,  where  there  was  no  night  to  veil 
toiwds.  I  have  seen  him  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
jteimded  by  pestilential  disease.  I  have  seeii 
lia  amonr  tne  West  India  Islands  in  chase  of 
|B«tea,  with  his  parched  tongue  hangiiif^  almost 
sitf  of  his  mouth.  I  have  encamped  with  him  on 
tfHpC^&foraia  mountains,  and  on  the  plains  of  the 
I  have  seen  the  rays  of  the  morning  sun 


fgf  oo  his  carbine  and^his  poarding-pike.    Ihave 
Mi  him   march  one  hundred   and  fifty  miles 


an  enemy's  country,  over  mountains  and 
rivers.  I  have  seen  his  feet  scarified  by 
AsMjeetine  rocks,  as  he  hauled  his  cannon  over 
lit  in.  I  nave  seen  him  with  no  shoes  on  but 
^am  «f  canvas,  made  bv  his  own  hands,  and 
vlib-  tto  fnmsion  but  wnat  he  took  from  the 
SMBV.  I  have  seen  him  plunge  into  the  Rio 
&tt  uahrid,  and  dne  his  guns  uter  him  in  the 
a  galling  fire  from  a  desperate  foe.  And 
,1  MLve  laid  beside  him  on  the  cold  ground, 
tM  ice  has  formed  on  his  beard.    Sir,  his 


beat  cjose  to  my  own.    I  ought  to  know 
1)19.  I  do  know  him.    And  this  day — ^now,  be- 
fiat  ife  assembled  Senate  of  the  Republic,  I  stand 
^ttnik  in  his  behalf.    I  hope  tie  will  find  an 
tHmpMate.  Nay,  I  am  sure  he  will  find  abler  ad- 
WMlMMbe  floor.    But,  nevertheless,  hear  me. 
^"^  "ViiNdent,    the  American   sailors,  as  a 
^^~ loved  their  country  as  well,  and  have 
for  her  in  peace  and  war,  than  any 
number  of  citizens.    Passing  by  for  a 
^iheir  antecedent  glorious  achievements, 
ikfWKfbhid  you  that  he  nas  recently  gained  for 
Munatry  an  empire.    Through  peri&  by  land 
tmi^ftnhiiY  water  he  has  gained  a  golden  em- 
pM^«iBeh~ha8  added  to  his  country's  renown  and 
fteMs,  and  perhaps  saved  his  fellow-citizens 
vm  slmoet    universal    bankruptcy   and    ruin. 
^  what  has  his  country  done  for  him  ?    When 
lit  letting  was  over,  the  battles  won,  the  con- 
Mi  achieved,  you  sent  a  band  of  Mormons  to 
CdSbmia  to  drive  him  to  his  ship,  and  rob  him 
flfUsgloty.  And  historians  too  have  done  more  to 
pvfe  tfiat  history  is  a  He,    You  refused  to  give 
aiBi**boQnty  lands,"  which  you  gave  to  the  sol- 
fe— his  comrade  ^htingbyhis  side— and  you 
ittVi(  neglected  to  give  him  even  your  thanks. 
And  Aow,  to  cap  the  climax  of  his  country's  in- 
padtade,  these  memoralists   would    have   him 
•eouged.    They  would  scourge  him  for  drunk- 
esMM,  when  they  put  the  bottle  to  his  mouth. 
Tbey  would  scourge  him  for  inattention  to  his 
suTf  ,  when  injustice  and  wrong  have  made  him  for 
10 astaatdiscontented  and  sullen.  Shame!  Shame! 
Tea  wocdd  scourge  him  while  living,  and  when 
deid  eoDsignhim  to  a  felon's  grave.    That  I  may 
Bot  be  supposed  to  have  drawn  upon  my  fhncy , 
or  to  have  exaggerated  his  country's  inhumanity, 
I  ad[  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read  these 
dodunaito. 
IW  Storetary  read  them  as  follows : 

1>  As  JfcssrsHf  the  Semmi*  and  Hmim  of  Rtfre$tnia- 
Nttet  in  Ccmirem  a»9tmbted: 

mdf  pTHidcot  and  Tniateea  of  (he  Boattm 
i  or  tbs  eiiy  of  Beston,  ia  the  Siait  or  Mas- 


batetts,  bef  leave  to  rtpresent  to  your  boa<mble  bodiee, 
that,  haviof  had  tbdr  atteotioii  directed,  for  manjr  years, 
to  the  condition  of  teamen,  abroad  and  at  home,  they  have 
been  much  impressed  with  (he  fttct  of  the  ftrfn^rings  of  (his 
valuable  class  of  our  citlaens  by  sickness  and-  accidents, 
and  ih>m  poverty  arisint  (hnn  (hese  circumstances,  con- 
nected with  their  proverbial  improvidence  for  the  future, 
with  their  pecuniary  means. 

The  benefits  of  medical  aid  and  comfbrt  in  foreifn  porta 
enjoyed  by  others,  are  hardly  ever  obtained  by  them,  and, 
in  conseouence,  alter  recdvinf  such  comforts  and  atten- 
tions a^  tne  ships  tbey  are  attached  to,  and  their  ofBcers 
can  give,  they  are  frequently  brought  home  and  placed  in 
our  marine  hospitals,  where  no  seaman  can  remain  beyond 
the  time  limited  by  me  laws  regulating  those  institutions. 

It  is  very  often  the  case  that  they  are  dismissed  fttMntlieee 
hospitals,  when  not  sufficiently  restored  to  render  them  dt 
for  their  active  service,  and,  in  consequence,  they  become 
paupers  or  tenants  of  public  alms-houses,  though  most  of 
them  would  rather  die  than  solfer  (his  degradation. ** 

It  is  well  known  to  all,  observant  of  seamen,  that  they 
are  alwavs  ready  to  answer  the  call  for  their  services, 
whether  it  be  in  the  service  of  the  naval,  or  of  the  mercan- 
tile marine — as  ready  to  fight  with  valor  for  their  country 
as  to  aid  in  its  commerce — and  so  true  is  this,  that  very  few 
seamen,  advanced  in  years,  can  be  (bund  who  have  not 
served  in  both  our  pubUc  and  private  ships. 

Yonr  anention  is  respectftiU  v  called  to  the  (iict,  that  there 
Is,  at  this  moment,  in  the  public  Treasury,  as  your  memo 
rialists  have  been  informed,  money  to  the  credit  of  seamen 
who  have  been  attadied  to  the  Govenunent  marine,  and  ts 
the  mercantile  marine,  amounting  to  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars. 

This  large  amount  has  accrued  ftom  unclaimed  sums 
due  to  deceased  seamen,  Oom  unclaimed  prixe  money  be- 
longing to  seamen  of  private  as  well  as  public  armed  ves- 
sels, and  to  the  contributions  made  by  all  seamen  of  twenty 
cents  per  month  in  the  name  of  ho^tal  money. 

In  view  of  these  (hcts,  your  memoralists  beg  leave  to  so- 
licit (h>m  your  honoratrfe  bodies,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  amount  accumulated  from  these 
sources  in  the  United  Stales  Treasury,  and  tliat,  therefrOm, 
suitable  provision  may  be  made  in  the  principal  seaports  in 
the  United  Statesfcn'theftirther  maintenance  of seamen,citl- 
cens  of  (he  United  States,  who  are  infirm  and  unfit  for  aer> 
vice,  from  sickness,  advanced  ace,  or  any  other  cause. 

AU  of  which  is  respectflilly  submitted. 

PassiosKT  AND  Trvstsss,  B.  M.  8. 

Z.  RiHO,  Esq.— DsAR  Sia :  I  herewith  furnish  you  with 
die  information  desired.  During  the  year  1850  there  were 
Itifi  deaths  of  seamen }  of  which  number  45  were  buried  by 
friends,  the  balance  (61)  were  taken  by  the  Alms- Bouse  to 
Potter's  field ;  for  the  latter  class  the  Government  allow  us 
^  each — (f3  for  coflin,  and  ^  for  ground.) 
^  Not  one  ia  ten  have  money  to  provide  for  themselves. 
Very  re^ectfully, 

John  L.  Rooms, 
Superintendent  of  CUy  HotjdUl,  N.  Y. 

PoTTca's  FisLD.^The  grand  Jury  for  the  September 
term  examined  376  complaints,  and  found  133  Mils  of  indict- 
ment. They  visited  the  various  public  institutions,  hot 
made  no  piesentment.  Previous  to  being  discharged  1^  the 
court,  the  foreman,  Henry  Erben,  Esq.,  at  the  request  ot 
the  grand  inquest,  stated  to  the  court  that  the  jurv  had  visit- 
ed Potter's  Field,  and  found  it  in  a  horrible  condition.  One 
pit  was  about  half  filled.  The  cofllns  were  eraosed  to  the 
sun.  The  stench  from  them  was  very  great.  They  direct- 
ed Mr.  Webb,  the  keeper,  to  come  before  the  grand-Jury  on 
the  following  day.  On  the  19th  he  made  the  following  aflk- 
davitt 

GRAsn-JcTRv  Roov,  September  19, 18S1. 

William  O.  Webb,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  is  the 
keeper  of  Potter's  Field ;  that  the  ground  cm  RandaU's 
island,  used  for  a  burying- place,  is  not  at  all  suited  for  it ; 
that  it  Is  full  of  rocks ;  pits  are  dug  for  the  dead,  where 
they  are  put  in  layers  of  six  deep.  The  bottom  of  the  pits 
being  sond  rock,  when  decomposition  takes  iriace,  the 
liquid,  not  being  able  to  go  in  theground,  passes  tnrongh  the 
top,  causing  a  borriUe  stench,  which  can  be  smelt  for  more 
than  a  mile. 

There  is  no  earth  between  the  layers  of  cofllns,  and  there 
are  only  about  eighteen  inches  of  eartii  over  the  top  layer 
of  cofllns— that  it  frequently  happens  that  at  high  tides  and 
heavy  rains,  the  water  gets  into  the  pits,  so  that  the  cofllns 
are  floating.  He  farther  saith  that  in  less  than  three  weeks 
there  will  be  no  room  left  in  the  yard  to  bury  another  per- 
son. Healsostatesthatthesouthendof  Ward  ^  Island  Is 
a  suitable  place  for  a  Potter's  Field,  the  soil  being  good  and 
fkee  from  rock.  , 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  September,  1851. 

HsicRV  Eaasir,  Foreman, 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  to  whom 
in  time  of  peace  are  intrusted  the  lives  of  the  thou- 
sands who  traverse  the  ocean?  Whose  energy  and 
skill,  and  hardy  self-denying  toil,  carry  the  prod- 
ucts of  your  soil  through  the  world,  and  bring 
back  the  rich  return  ?  It  is  the  American  sailor. 
By  his  superior  qualities  as  a  man  he  has  enabled 
you  to  rival  in  commerce  the  boasted  mistress  of 
the  ocean.  Where  is  the  coast  or  harbor  in  the 
wide  world  accessible  to  human  enterprise  to  which 
he  has  not  carried  your  flag  ?  His  berth  is  no  sine- 
cure. His  service  is  no  easy  service.  He  is  ne- 
cessarily an  isolated  being;  he  knows  no  comforts 
of  home,  and  wife,  and  children.     He  reaps  no 

foldeii  rewards  for  the  increene  of  treasure  which 
e  bringa  to  you.  When  on  shore  he  is  among 
strangers  and  (Viendless.  When  worn  out  he  is 
scarcely  provided  for.  Making  many  rich,  he 
lives  and  dies  poor;  cartring  the  arts  of  civiliza- 
tion and  the  blessings  or  the  Gospel  through  the 
woridj  he  is  treated  as  an  outcast  from  the  mcr-' 


eies  of  both.  But  look  to  your  history— that  part 
of  it  which  the  world  knows  by  heart^ — and  you 
wDI  find  on  ita  brightest  page  theelorious  achiere- 
ments  of  the  American  sailor.  Whatever  his  coun- 
try has  done  to  disgrace  him  and  break  his  spirit,  he 
has  never  diwraced  her;  he  has  always  been  r6ady 
to  serve  her;  nealways  has  served  her faithftiUy  and 
efiectually .  He  has  oAea  been  we%hed  m  the  bal- 
ance, and  never  found  wanting.  The  only  fault  ever 
found  with  him  is,  that  he  sometimes  fights  ahead 
of  his  orders.  The  world  has  no  match  for  him, 
man  for  man;  and  he  asks  no  odds,  and  he  cares 
for  no  odds,  when  the  cause  of  humanityor  the 
rlory  of  his  country  calls  him  to  fight.  Who,  in 
the  darkest  days  of  our  Revolution,,  carried  your 
flag  into  the  very  chops  of  the  British  Channel, 
bearded  the  lion  m  his  den,  and  woke  the  echoes 
of  old  Albion  V  hills  by  the  thunders  of  his  cannon 
and  the  'Shouts  of  triumph  ?  It  was  the  American 
sailor.  And  the  names  of  John  Paul  Jones  and 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard  will  go  down  the  annals 
of  time  forever.  Who  struck  the  first  blow  that 
humbled  the  Barbery  flag,  which  for  a  hundred 
years  had  been  the  terror  of  Christendom,  drove 
It  from  the  Mediterran^n,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  infamous  tribute  it  had  been  accustomed  to 
extort?  It  was  the  American  sailor.  And  the 
name  of  Decatur  and  his  gallant  companions  will 
be  as  lasting  as  monumental  brass,  in  your  war 
of  1813,  when  your  arms  on  shore  were  covered 
by  disaster — wnen  Winchester  had  been  defeated 
— when  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  had  sQr- 
rendered,  and  when  the  gloom  of  despondency 
hung  like  a  cloud  over  the  land,  who  first  reht 
the  fires  of  national  glory  and  made  the  welkin 
ring  with  the  shouts  of  victory  ?  It  was  the  Amer- 
ican sailor.  And  the  names  of  Hull  and  the  Con- 
stitution will  be  remembered  as  lone  as  we  have 
left  anything  worth  remembering.  That  was  no 
small  event.  The  wand  of  Mexican  prowess 
was  broken  on  the  Rio  Orande,  The  wand  of 
British  invincibility  was  broken  when  the  flag  of 
the  Guerriere  came  down.  That  one  event  wa« 
worth  more  to  the  Republic  than  all  the  money 
which  has  ever  been  expended  for  the  Navy. 
Since  that  day  the  Navy  has  had  no  stain  upon  its 
escutcheon,  but  has  been  cherished  as  your  pride 
and  glory.  And  the  American  sailor  has  estab« 
lishedareputatioq^  throughout  the  world— 4n  peace 
and  in  war,  in  storm  and  in  battle— for  unsur^ 
passed  heroism  and  prowess. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  no  painter.  I  cannot  draw 
with  artistical  skill  the  scene  I  would  have  you 
look  upon.  But  it  requires  no  artist.  Picture  it  to 
yourself,  sir.  See  the  gallant  bold  sailor  who  has 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Hull  in  the  Consti- 
tution, or  one  who  helped  to  drag  the  guns  across 
the  San  Gkibriel,  stripped  and  lashed  worse  than  a 
dog.  Can  you  stana  it,  sir  ?  Yet  your  laws  have 
Htutnorized  it  to  be  done— it  probably  has  been 
done.  And  now  it  is  proposed  to  give  authority 
to  do  it  again.  Will  the  American  people  stand  it  ? 
Will  this  more  than  Roman  Senate  lone  debate 
whether  an  American  citizen,  as  he  is — the  sailor 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  his  rights  as  an  American 
citizen  or  not;  whether,  freeman  as  he  is,  he  dhall 
be  scourged  like  a  alave?  Cicero's  climacteric,  in 
his  speech  against  Verres,  ts,  that  though  a  Ro- 
man citizen,  bis  client  had  been  scounrra:  And 
shall  an  American  citizen  be  scourged?  Forbid 
it,  God  of  humanity ,  forbid  it.  For  my  own  part, 
I  would  rather  see  the  Navy  abolished,  and  the 
stars  and  stripes  buried  with  their  glory  in  the 
depths  of  the  ocean,  than  that  those  who  won  its 
glories  should  be  subjected  to  a  punishment  so 
ignominious  and  brutalizing.  Sir,  if  I  Jiad  the 
power  vouchsafed  to  others,  to  impress  my  own 
feelines  upon  the  hearts  of  those  who  hear  me,  1 
woula  rouse  in  the  minds  of  Senators  such  a  sense 
of  national  pride  and  human  sympathy  that  they 
would  with  one  voice  demand  that  the  memorial 
which  seeks  to  rob  the  American  sailor  of  his 
rights  as  an  American  freeman,  should  be  thrown 
under  your  table  and  trampled  beneath  your  feet. 

Mr.  President,  the  object  of  all  our  legislation 
for  our  seamen  should  be  to  elevate  them  as  a 
class,  and  not  to  degrade  them.  In  proportion  as 
you  do  this,  and  teach  the  sailor  to  respect  him- 
self, you  wUl  bring  him  to  the  performance  of  his 
duty  with  cheerfulness  and  cJacrity.  You  best 
appeal  to  his  patriotism  by  showing  him  that  he 
is  honored  and  respected  by  his  country.  You 
best  appeal  to  his  sentiment  of  native  pride  by 
presenting  motives  to  his  emtilatiom    You  oan  do 
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infinitely  more  with  him  b]r  rewarding  him  for  his 
fkiifafuineM  than  by  flogging  him  for  his  delin- 
quenetee.  W  haterer  the  peculiaritiee  of  the  sailor 
may  be,  he  is  atill  a  man,  with  ail  the  impulses, 
wisnes,  and  hopes  of  a  man.  And  if  there  is, one 
trait  more  peculiar  to  him  than  another,  it  is  the 
sentiment  of  gratitude.  He  never  forgets  a  kind- 
ness, and  would- take  his  heart  ouf  of  his  bosom 
to  save  a  friend.  Let  him  only  see  that  he  is  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  his  country,  and  her  lionor 
and  interest  will  always  be  safe  in  his  hands. 

I  believe  that  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
have  fallen  into  the  error  of  supposine  that  sailors 
are  more  influenced  by  their  tears  than  by  their 
affeetiona.  They  do  not  rightly  appreciate  his 
character.  If  they  would  take  more  pains  to  think 
for  him — to  keep  him  out  of  temptation — to  attend 
to  bis  wants — to  see  that  he  wfts  fairly  and  justly 
dealt  by — and  properly  to  consider  the  fkir  allow- 
ance which  ought  to  be  made  for  him,  they  would 
find  it  much  less  difficult  to  enforce  discipline,  to 
gain  his  confidence,  and  find  him  mucn  more 
tractable.  H  is  not  by  the  severity  of  discipline 
as  much  as  it  is  by  a  firm,  just,  and  generous 
government,  that  he  is  to  be  controlled.  It  is  so 
among  men  everywhere.  It  is  rather  by  humane 
and  judicious  laws,  than  by  the  severity  of  penal 
enactments,  that  good  government  is  established 
and  maintained*  Again:  in  the  training  and  gov- 
erning those  men  who  are  to  fight  your  battles, 
and  fyce  every  danger  with  courage,  their  fear 
should  seldom  be  appealed  to.  You  ought  not  to 
cultivate  the  emotions  which  make  men  cowards, 
and  teach  them  habitually  to  shrink  from  the  fear 
of  personal  suffering.  You  ought  rather  to  teach 
them  to  despise  an  honorable  suffering.  True 
heroism  is  an  intellectual  quality.  It  is  moral  in- 
trepidity that  makes  the  man  of  true  and  reliable 
courage.  And  this  can  only  coexist  with  a  proper 
sense  of  personal  honor  ana  self-respect.  Degrade 
fi  man  oy  an  infanious  punishment,  which  de- 
stroys his  personal'  honor  and  self-respect,  and 
you  do  all  that  human  ingenuity  can  to  make  him 
cowardly.  « 

But  it  IS  said  that  the  Navy  cannot  be  governed 
without  the  lash.  As  a  general  proposition,  I 
express  my  utter  dissent  to  it.  1  admit'  that 
among  sailors,  as  among  other  classes,  there  will 
always  be  found  some  who  are  vicious  and  trou- 
blesome. That  is  the  case  in  the  Anoty  as  well 
a^  in  the  Navy;  and  they  have  abolishea  the  lash 
in  the  Army.  It  is  as  easy- to  set  other  and  less 
offensive  punishments  for  the  Navy  as  for  the 
Army;  and  if  those  punishments  will  not  answer, 
the  refractory  person  had  better  be  driyen  in  dis- 
grace from  the  Navy.  He  is  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
in  the  hour  of  peril — he  is  unworthy  to  have  the 
honor  of  the  flaff  confided  to  him.  Sufficient  in- 
ducements shoula  be  offered  to  the  better  classes 
to  enter  the  Navy;  and  a  part  of  those  inducements 
should  always  be  good  treatment.  A  free  use  of 
the  lash— nay,  its  probable  use,  its  permission  by 
law — has  always  been  an  objection  t^ged  by  the 
better  classes  to  enterine  the  Navy.  They  prefer 
the  merchant  service,  where  they  can  at  least  select 
their  own  commander,  while  in  the  Navy  they 
know  not  into  whose  hands  they  may  fall.  Thus 
you  see  that  the  verv  necessity  which  is  pleaded 
creates,  in  a  great  degree,  the  circumstances  out 
of  which  it  is  suppos^  to  spring.  You  floe  be- 
cause there  are  bad  men  in  the  Navy,  ana  the 
fkct  that  you  do  flog  excludes  the  better  class  of 
sailors  from  entering  the  service;  so  that  the  mis- 
chief is  self-perpetuating.  But  again ,  it  ia  said  that 
a  lar^  majority  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  i^  of 
opinion  that  the  lash  is  necessary  and  inaispens- 
able.  WeU,  there  are  diflferencee  of  opinion  about 
it.  We  all  know,  however,  that  old  notions  and 
opinions  are  hard  to  be  rooted  out,  and  that  men 
are  very  apt  to  love  arbitrary  power  when  they  are 
to  exercise  it,  and  not  be  subject  to  it.  All  his- 
tory shows  this,  and  the  experience  of  all  reform- 
ers confirm  it.  Lord  Denman,  late  Chief  Justice 
of  England,  in  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  legal 
reform,  complains  that  everywhere  he  met  the 
objection  that  the  judges  were  opposed  to  it.  And 
Lord  Bntueham,  in  a  speech  delrvered  in  Parlia- 
ment on  the  same  subject,  expresses  a  similar 
sentiment;  yet  it  was  not  long  oefore  the  judges 
and  the  bar  and  the  people  concurred  in  opinion 
as  to  the  bencj^ial  effects  of  the  same  reforms.  It 
would  seem,  sir,  that  it  is  a  part  of  man's  nature 
to  yield  with  great  reluctance  the  smallest  atom  of 
power  with  wlufih  he  may  be  invested.    He  is 


unwilling  to  admit  that  he  can  abuse  it.  Its  safest 
depository  he  considers  is  his  own  hands.  For 
these  and  similar  reasons,  I  think  that  the  opinion 
•f  the  officers  of  the  Navy  on  this  subject  should 
be  taken  with  many  grains  of  allowance.  I  find 
no  fault  with  the  independent  expression  of  their 
opinions.  It  is  the  opinion  itself  which  I  propose 
to  combat.  Their  argument  is  as  brief  as  it  seems 
to  some  minds  formidable.  They  declare  the  lash 
to  be  necessary  and  indispensable.  If  they  are 
right  in  this  opinion,  there  is  an  end  to  the  mat- 
ter. Necessity  has  no  law.  But  I  beg  leave  to 
inquire  into  this  alleged  necessity. 

And  first,  I  ask  for  what  offences  Iteus  this  lash 
been  so  freely  used?  Has  it  been' inflicted  for 
serious  or  atrocious  crimes,  which  involve  the 
honor  of  our  flag  or  the  safety  of  our  national  ves- 
sels? Or  rather,  let  me  ask,  has  it  not  been  in- 
flicted for  offences  which,  if  they  had  been  entirely 
overlooked,  would  not  have  injured  the  proper 
discipline  of  the  Navy?  Has  the  lash  ever  been 
used  in  the  hour  of  battle,  or  in  that  of  prepara- 
tion for  battle?  Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  tnat  a 
coward  or  traitor  would  face  a  cannon-ball  to 
avoid  the  lash?  It  would  seem,  then,  without 
multiplying  worde,  that  so  far  from  the  lash  being 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline  in  the 
most  important  duty  of  a  ship-of-war,  it  never  has 
and  never  will  be  used.  How  is  it,  then,  in  re- 
gard to  the  next  most  important  matter  concerning 
the  discipline  of  a  man-of-war?  Has  it  ever  been 
used  for  the  suppression  of  mutiny  i  No,  sir;  the 
law  has  provided  for  that  offence,  as  well  as  for 
cowardice,  the  punishment  of  death.  Having  thus 
briefly  stated  what  the  lash  has  not  been  usmI  for, 
let  me  inquire,  what  are  the  offences  for  which  it 
is  deemeu  so  absolutely  necessary?  We  may 
derive  some  information  in  this  particular  from  the 
published  reports  of  the  offences  and  punishments 
which  have  actually  occurred  on  board  our  ships- 
of-war.  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  on  this  subject,  you  will  perceive 
that  one  of  the  offences  for  which  it  has  been  used 
is  that  of  suspicion  of  thefl.  One  would  hardly 
say  it  was  either  necessary  or  proper  in  that  case. 
The  offence  fbr  which,  however,  there  seems  to 
have  been  more  lashes  inflicted  than  for  all  other 
offences,  is  that  of  drunkenness.  Now,  sir,  the 
Gk>vemment  furnishes  the  liquor  fbr  the  sailor, 
and  if  he  gets  drunk  upon  his  allowance,  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  is  responsible,  and  the  sailor  ought 
not  to  be  flogged.  If  he  procures  it  on  board  of  a 
ship  by  theft  or  bargain,  it  is  evidence  of  a  laxity 
of  aiscipline,  for  which  others  are  responsible,  and 
for  which  the  sailor  ought  not  to  be  dogged.  The 
lash,  therefore,  is  not  necessary  to  prevent  drunk- 
ennnu,  not  only  for  the  reasons  just  stated,  but 
because  it  must  be  universally  admitted  tlmt  it 
never  has  and  never  can  prevent  the  offence  of 
drunkenness,  if^  he  who  is  habituated  to  it  is  per- 
mitted to  have  liouor: 

The  offence  or^  disobedience  of  orders  will  be 
found  frequently  m  this  report.  But  we  are  not 
informed  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  offence. 
Whether  it  is  actual  or  constructive  disobedience 
of  orders;  whether  it  is  a  serious  or  triflinr  matter; 
whether  it  is  for  accidentally  spitting  on  Uie  deck, 
or  neglecting  to  clean  the  bnght  woncs  of  a  ship, 
or  not  menuinff  his  clothes,  or  leaving  bis  bag  on 
deck;  or  whether  it  was  a  positive  refusal  to  do 
his  duty.  We  are,  therefore,  lefl  to  infer  its  seri- 
ousness by  the  puniriiment  inflicted  for  it.  I  will 
hazard  the  opinion,  judging  by  that  standard,  that 
stopping  the  offender's  allowance  of  tobacco,  or 
rum,  tea,  sugar,  and  coflTee,  would  have  been,  in 
every  case,  a  much  more  reasonable  and  a  more 
efficient  punishment.  And  now,  sir,  what  has  be- 
come of  this  plea  of  necessity? — ^I  will  not  call  it  in 
this  connection  the  tyrant's  plea;  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  do  not  deserve  such  a  reproach  from  any 
one,  and  especially  from  myself,  because  I  did  when 
in  the  service  execute,  and  permit  lo  be  executed, 
the  law  of  the  lash  as  I  hope  I  did  all  olher  laws 
of  the  service,  which  I  had  sworn  to  obey  and  to 
enforce.  And  this  should  be  a  sufficient  answer 
to  those  who  expect  to^  escape  fh>m  the  ^rasp  of 
ai|;ument  and  facts  by  indulging  in  individual  re- 
crimination, and  will  be  sufficient  to  remind  them 
that  there  is  some  difference  in  the  position  of  those 
who-  are  called  upon  to  make  the  laws  and  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  exeeute  them. 

The  officers  of  the  Naty,  in  myjndgment,  are 
entitled  lo  hi^  oommenaation.  They  ai«,  as  a 
dass,  brave,  noble,  generow,  and  poAri^lift  mta; 


and  in  all  theelemeatsof  charactef  whiohoonacitot^ 
valuable  public  servants,  they  have  no  supcrions^ 
But  however  much  respect  I  may  entertain  fo^ 
them  as  a  clan,  it  is  my  duty^  which  I  shall  enH 
deavor  to  perform,  to  deal  without  reserve  <m 
false  delicacy  with  their  arguments,  and  the  errorj 
which  disgrace  and  paralyze  the  service  to  whicft^ 
they' belong.  It  does  appear  to  roe,  Mr.  Presa^ 
dent,  that  the  argument,  from  necessity,  bfui  rr^ 
solved  itself  simply  into  this:  that  the  (ash  is  Stt 
easy  and  short  way  to  settle  a  trifling  diffiarity 
with  a  sailor.  And  so  were  the  thumb-screw  aiiA{ 
the  rack  an  easy  and  short  way  Co  get  a  coiife»^ 
sion,  and  the  inquisition 'settled  matters  of  fair'' 
easily  and  readily.  But,  sir,  there  has  bec«i 
great  change  in  the  opinions  of  mankind  on 

subject,  and  I  hope  the  change  will^  on  until 

last  relic  of  barbarism  shall  be  banished  from  thm 
world. 

But  I  care  very  Uttle  for  the  details  of  this  argo- 
ment,  and  will  not  detain  the  Senate  any  longer  m 
relation  to  them.  There  is  one  broad  propoaidoti 
upon  which  1  stand.  It  is  this:  That  an  Ameri- 
can sailor  is  an  American  citizen,  and  that  no 
American  citizen  shall,  with  my  consent,  be  sub- 
jected to  this^  infamous  punishment.  Placing  nay- 
self  upon  this  proposition,  I  am  prepared  for  anw 
consequences.  I  love  the  Ndvy.  When  I  speak 
of  the  Navy,  I  mean  the  sailor  as  well  as  the  offi- 
cer. They  are  all  my  fbllow-citizens,  and  yours; 
and  come  what  may,  my  voice  will  ever  be  raiaed 
against  a  punishment  which  degrades  my  country- 
men to  the  level  of  a  brute,  ana  destroys  all  that 
is  worth  living  for— personal  honor  and  sdf-rt- 
speot. 

Mr.  President,  reference  has  been  made  by  these 
memorialists  to  the  example  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment.   With  what  propriety  such  an' appeal  is 
made  by  the  citizen  of  a  free  republican  Ckrven- 
ment  to  the  institutions  of  monarchy, -4et  othsn 
determine.  But,  sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  has  ever  by  statute  expressly  au- 
thorized the  use  of  the  lasn.    There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  used  in  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain »  aod 
has  been  so  used  since  the  restoration  of  the  mv)^ 
archy  under  the  Stuarts;  but  there  ia  no  evidence 
that  the  practice  of  flogging  prevailed  in  the  re- 
publican neets  of  the  Engush  Cfommon  wealth ;  sind 
It  is  doubted  by  the  best  authorities  that  it  ever 
was  tolerated  prior  to  the  act  of  ISth    Charlee 
II.    We  have  copied  it  from  iheir  pi«e(jce,  and 
not  from  their  statute-book.    But  our  Congress 
did  what  no  British  Pariiament  ever  did:  tliey 
sanctioned  it  in  express  terms  by  the  laws  of  ^ihe 
United  States.    And  here,  Mr.  President,  you 
must  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  a  most  singular  fact,  which  is  this:  Our  law  of 
April,  1600,  was  principally  copied  from  the  stat- 
ute of  Charles  II.,  and  is  openly  and  avowedly 
more  severe  and  arbitrary  than  the  British  aet,~ 
ev^  under  the  Stuarts,  and  has  remained  so  until 
last  year,  although  floeging,  as  a  punishment,  was 
tolerated  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  and  up  to 
the  present  moment,  on  land  in  England. 

Tne  act  of  Charles  II.  alluded  to,  was  passed 
when  the  Duke  of  York,  aAerwards  Jamts  n., 
was  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  and  maybe 
supposed  to  have  been  done  at  his  instance.  jThe 
English  historian,  the  Eari  of  Clarendon,  tells  us, 
that  when  that  prince  entered  on  his  duties,  he 
found  the  Navy  too  republioMi  for  his  taste  or  pur- 
poses, and  set  about  reorganking  it  by  getting  rid 
of  the  republican  officers.  In  pursuance  of  this 
policy,  he  procured  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
13th  Charies  II.  Although  that  act  does  not, 
in  exprdbs  terms,  authorize  the  use  of  the  lash, 

Ct  by  virtue  of  a  clause  contained  in  it,  the 
»rd  Hi^  Admiral,  or  the  commissioners  for  ex- 
ecuting his  duties,  issued  instructions  authorizing 
the  use  of  the  lash  in  the  J^itish  Navy;  and  cer- 
tainly it  may  be  cited  to  justify  any  tyranny.  I 
would  not  have  noticed  the  reference  of  the  memo- 
ralists  to  the  practice  in  the  British  Navy,  but  that 
1  desirs,  on  this  subject,  not  to  leave  a  peg  to  bang 
a  doubt  upon.  But,  sir,  the  example  of  Che  Brit- 
ish Government,  such  as  it  is,  is  no  justification 
for  the  United  States.  The  infliction  of  corporal 
punishment  for  certain  oflfences  has  always,  as  far 
as  I  know,  been  sanctioned  by  British  laws.  The 
sailor  in  the  British  Navy  receives  the  same  pun- 
ishment that  is  inflicted  upon  land  in  EngUuid: 
whereas,  in  the  United  States  it  has  been  almost 
universally  abolished,  and  certainly  has  never 
been  sanctioiied  by  tht  biwt  of  the  Ubifced  Stator, 
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except  t»  tke  Aimy  uid  Navy.    JiwUfication  it 

hm  iiooc;  and  if  paltiatioii  is  to  be  looked  for» 

ii  ooald  only  be  found  in  its  infliction  bj  the  judg* 

MMi  oi  the  sailor's  peers.    But  the  trial  by  jury 

'"  suteawn  to  the  naval  service.    Those  great 

'     ^Htfttwaifv^  safeguards,  so  dear  to  the  freemen-^ 

;     I^Mnignment  and  triai  before  a  jury  af  his  peers 

i^HBaatiy  selected,  eouasel  tSad  defeooe*  are 

■IhPD  to  the  everyday  discipline  of  a  man-of- 

i*    w^  Much  less  has  the  sailor  ^aay  appeal.    The 

y     matmA  by  which  he  is  tried  is  a  short  process, 

ponishment  follows  immediately  on  judg- 

Where  the  power  to  punish  is.so  abaolute, 

should  at  least  protect  its  victim  from  an 

punishment  tor  a  petty  oflfenoe,  which 

Mgmce  and  ruin  him  for  li(e.    If  when  a 

enters  into  the  service  of  his  country,  he 

ii  tolfera|o  the  protection  of  those  laws,  for  the 

Mrration  of  which  he  is  willing  to  risk  his  life, 

is  SBtkl^  in  all  justice,  hQmanity ,  and  grati- 

^  to  all  the  protection  that  can  be  extended  to 

jb  IB  hk  peculiar  circumstances.    He'  ought  cer* 

feniy  to  be  jirotected  from  the  infliction  of  a  pun- 

which  stands  condemned  by  the  almost 

1  sentiment' of  his  fellow-citizens;  a  pun- 

wkich  is  proscribed  in  the  best  prison-gov- 

;  proacriM  ia  the  schooHiouse;  and  pro- 

in  the  best  government  on  earth — that  of 

anaiU  domestic  lufection.    Yes,  sir,  expelled 

btihe  soeial  circle,  from  the  school-house,  the 

|i%M  liiiuii .  and  the  Army,  it  finds  defeniders 

ai'dMonpions  nowhere  but  in  the  Navy.    To 

Wf  Ast  no  laws  can  be  devised  for  the  govern* 

of  the  NavT  which  do  not  tolerate  the  lash, 

aeknowiecigmcnt  of  imbecility  which  this 

will  never  maka. 

tWdifllculty  in  regard  to  this  matter  has  been, 

Ail  ifl  fineuning  articles  for  the  government  of  the 

Isvy*  Aree  lAines  have  been  overlooked,  which 

m^  mtwer  to  be  lost  sight  q(.    First,  that  an 

lanean  sailor  is -an  American  citizen  and  afree- 

■lit  Aougli  in  Uie  service  of  his  country.    Secp 

Ipl^tfcat  ha  has  yielded  no  \ml  right,  not  incon- 

frith  kU  ooligations  or  duty.    Third,  that 

cars  are  not  infiUlible,  and  require  as 

reflations  for  their  government  as  other 

Mna  iiirqited  with  authority. 

AmM^fMr,  PresidMt,  1  come  to  the discus- 

tfiVif  a  part  of  this  subject  far  from  being  agree- 

#t  Wkjr  U  it  that  naval  oflicers,  and  even  some 

aa  I  am  toldj  desire  to  have  the  lash  r^ 

Xary  ?    It  is  a  symptom  of  uniavor* 

It  la  an  indication,  that  the  moral 

which  the  Navy  is  estimated,  ia  low 

It  argues  a  preference  for  the  ex- 

rary  power,  rather  than  appeal  to 

of  respect  and  sentiments  of  nonor, 

influence  the  conduct  of  honorable 

Q^er  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 

great  Montesquieu  has  said,  that  while 

J  the  princrole  of  a  republic,  honor  was 

itf^HNMurcby.  Now,  the  actual  government, 

■pHI  ar  war,  in  your  military  and  naval  ser- 

ne%liBsoasaarilyi  m  some  degree,  monarchical. 

nMAtlwHmiuof  his  command, and  in  reference 

lafipl  iimadiately  sub|eet  to  him,  the«aplainr 

,  the  general,  or  the  commander  of  a 

fmt^  m  a  sovereign — a  monarch;  and  I  hold 

is  the  principle  on  which  the  govern- 

aubordinateaahottld  be  founded.  Tell 

90  that  a  sailor's  heart  ia  insensible  to  the 

of  honor.    I  know  bettor.    It  is  there.    It 

idaed  slumber  and  remain  passive,  and  be 

axttncuished  by  sullen  revenge  or  bitter 

;  yalthere  it  is,  as  real,  and  in  aa  perlect 

Miv  as  in  your  breast  or  mine.    By  proper 

•pMsli  to  it,  by  generous  treatment,  by  manly 

ni  iiM^ninatmg  excitement,  it  kindles  into  ac- 

litity.  anl  becomea  the  supreme  arbiter  of  the 

nmti  lift  and  conduct.  Sir,  if  the  officers  would 

«iy  hafiare  in  the  exiatance  of  thia  sentiment  of 

I  and  ^paal  to  it  as  an  instrument  for  the 

'  a  of  discipline,  we  should  not  be  asked 

the  lash.    A  requisition  for  the  laah 

the  anppoaition  that  there  is  no  honor 

sailer.    Now,  ao  finr  from  that 

any  foundation  in  fact,  it  muat 

to«ail  who  appreciate  the  character  of  a 

tia^hewlid  sailor,  tttit  honor  ia  almost  thaonly 

yBmifhhr  which  nine  tenths  of  them  are  cov- 

«nieA»   When  an  unsuccessful  appeal  is  made  to 

the  iMwraf  a  sailor,  it  is  not  because  he  is  desti- 

tata  sf  th»  piioaipk,  but  because  the  appeal  has 

Mt  tt  |MH|iMly  «aada> 
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In  the  view  I  take  of  the  sub^t,  then,  the  ar- 
gument derived  from  a  low  and  degraded  estimate 
of  the  Navy,  is  unTounded  in  any  of  the  chara^ 
teristics  belonging  to  the  common  sailor.  Has  it 
any  foundation  in  the  incapacity  of  the  officers  to 
excite  and  cultivate  those  feelings  of  honor  in  a 
sailor  which  make  him  obedient  and  tractable?  I 
hope  not.  If  there  be  any  such,  they  should  not 
be  intrusted  with  any  command.  Theg  are  deati- 
tute  of  the  faculty  of  commanding.  They  have 
not  the  necessary  qualificationa.  They  are  not 
safe  depositaries  for  such  abaolute  power,  or  for 
the  security  of  our  public  ships.  How  can  tiuy 
rouae  the  sailor's  sense  of  honor  in  time  of  battle, 
who  have  proved  themselves  incapable  of  beUev- 
ing  in  ite  existence  at  all  other  times.  I  appre- 
hend, if  the  restoration  of  the  lash  be  made  to 
hinge  upon  the  question,  whether  the  sailor  is 
destitute  of  honor,  or  the  officers  of  capacity  to 
succeasfuliy  appeal  to  that  honor,,  that  we  should 
not  be  troubled  with  many  importunate  demands 
for  its  restoration .  If  the  desire  to  restore  the  lash 
to  the  Navv  ia  evidence  that  the  standard  by 
which  the  iCavy  is  judged  is  low  and  d^raded,  it 
is  alao  evidence,  to  my  mind,  that  the  Navy  haa 
not  kept  pace  with  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
age.  If  It  be  the  general  opinion  in  the  Navy 
that  the  lash  is  necessary  and  indispensable  for 
the  preaervation  of  discipline,  then,  1  say,  we  are 
now  just  where  public  sentiment  stood  in  1660, 
during  the  infamous  reign  of  Charles  II.  Then 
the  thumb-screw  and  the  rack  were  in  voe^e, 
too.  And  if  we  are  to  go  back  to  the  lash,  I  do 
not  a^  why  we  should  not  retrograde  likewise  to 
the  boot,  the  rack,  and  the  torture.  What  would 
be  thought  of  the  man  who  should  propose  to  in- 
troduce mto  our  penal  code  ihoae  horrible  and  bar- 
barous >  punishments  of  which  I  have  apoken? 
What  would  be  thought  of  the  civilized  commu- 
nity who  would  approve  such  a  proposition, 
and  rei§nact  punishments  in  vogue  three  hundred 
years  ago?  Yet  the  proposition  to  restore  the 
msh  is  of  a  similar  character.  It  takes  for 
granted  that  the  sailor  has  remained  stationary, 
ever  since  the  rack«  the  thumb-screw,  and  tne 
boot  were  abolished  aft  pa^  of  the  criminal  law  of 
ciyilized  nations;  it  taxea  for  granted  that  of  all 
the  light  which  has  irradiated  the  human  mind 
during  the  progress  of  the  world,  none  of  it  has 
been  poured  on  the  understanding  of  the  sailor. 
That  ne  alone  has  remained  stationary.  That  he 
alone  has  remained  ignorant  and  incapable  of  im- 
provement. That  he  alone  is  doomed  to  remain 
the  victim  of  injustice  and  cruelty.  Look,  air, 
through  the  various  pursuits  of  human  life,  and 
wherever  your  eyes  reat«  you  find  that  improve- 
ment has  advanced  with  giant  strides.  You  find 
that  it  has  elevated  and  enlightened  the  plough- 
man in  his  field — the  mechanic  in  his  workshop— 
the  merchant — the  professional  man — the  doily 
laborer— all  have  felt  the  benign  influences  of  im- 
proved civilization.  If  the  aauor  has  not  felt  it  in 
an  equal  degree  with  other  classes,  it  is  because 
you  have  degraded  and  abuaed  him,  by  treatment 
from  which  other  classes  have  compelled  you  to 
relieve  them.  Hia  voice  has  not  been  heard  like 
that  of  other  classes  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
He  haa  no  representative  in  such  places.  He 
wields  no  poliucal  influence.  He  haa  no  resi- 
dence. His  domicil  is  on  the  ship.  If  ihe  inter- 
eau  of  the  sailor  had  received  a  tithe  of  the  atten- 
tion b^towed  by  legislators  on  the  interests  of 
other  classes,  we  should  not  now  be  discussing 
the  Question  whether  or  not  he  should  be  re- 
manded to  the  tender  merciea  of  these  penal  atroci- 
tiesi  from  whic^  the  progress  of  modem  improve- 
ment has  relieved  all  other  denominations  of-  men 
—we  would  not  now  be  discussing  the  question 
whether  he  should  be  treated  like  a  man  or  a 
brute. 

Mr.  President,  a  word  or  two  more  and  I  am 
done.  We  hear  a  greai  deal  of  the  delinquencies 
of  sailors.  There  are  deUnquenciea  of  officers,  as 
well  aa  of  sailors .  There  are  officers  in  the  Navy , 
as  well  as  sailors,  who  ought  not  to  be  there.  If 
you  desire  to  prepare  the  Navy  for  the  exigencies 
of  war — if  you  desire  to  preserve  your  ancient 
renown  aa  a  naval  Power,  you  must,  in  my  judg- 
ment, abolish  the  lash,  and  adopt  a  system  of 
rewards  and  punishments  in  its  stead.  You  must 
abolish  the  liquor  ration;  you  must  alter  the  whole 
system  of  the  recruiting  service;  in  one  word,  you 
must  puige  the  Navy  of  all  its  foul  stufi",  in  hi^h 
places  aa  wall  aa  low  placea;  and  you  must  lay 


broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  your  naval 
greatness  in  the  character  of  the  oommok  sAiLoa. 
The  bone  and  sinew  of  every  Navy  is  the  common 
sailor.  You  require  the  commanding  intellect  of 
scientific  officers  to  direct  him,  and^  you  require 
n>od  ships.  But  afler  aU,  the  common  sailor  ia 
tne  working  power  which  enables  the  captain  and 
tne  ship  to  gam  laurels.  'Tis  the  sailor  wnoworks 
and  sails  and  fights  the  ship;  snd  in  proportion  aa 
he  is  superior  or  inferior,  will  be  the  success  of 
the  captain  and  the  ship.  Sir,  in  all  the  best  traits 
of  character  which  distinguish  sailors,  no  nation 
excels  the  United  States.  The  American  aailor  ia 
bold,  intelligent,  hardy,  and  enterprising,  and  iA 
nautical  skin  is  unsurpsssed.  He  shrinkf  from  no 
danger,  he  dreade  no  foe,  and  yields  to  no  supe- 
rior. No  shoals  are  too  dangerous,  no  seas  too 
boisterous,  no  climate  too  rigorous  for  him.  The 
burning  -sun  of  the  tropics  cannot  make  him  eflem- 
inate,  nor  can  the  eternal  winter  of  the  pohu-  seas 
paralyze  his  energies.  Foster,  cherish,  develop 
these  characteristics  by  a  generous  and  paternal 

fDvernment.  Excite  his  emulation,  and  stimulate 
ii  ambition  by  rewards.  But  above  all,  save 
him,  save  him  from  the  brutalizing  lash,  and  in- 
^ire  him  with  love  and  confidence  for  your  ser- 
vice; and  then  there  is  no  achievement  so  arduous, 
no  conflict  so  desperate,  in  which  his  actions  will 
not  shed  glory  upon  his  country.  And  when  the 
final  struggle  comes,  as  soon  it  will  come,  for  the 
empire  ofthe  seas,  you  may  rest  with  entire  con* 
fidence  that  victory  will  be  youra. 

1  move  you,  sir,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitionera. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do«not  propoae  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate.  It  is  known  probably  to 
Senatora,  that  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
DowNt]  has  been  for  several  days  extremely  de- 
sirous of  addressing  the  iSenate  upon  another  sub- 
ject.^ The  Senator  from  California,  upon  whoaa 
motion  the  Senate  thia  morning  .proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  this  matter,  hu  been  called  from 
tne  Senate.  He  was  desirous  of  submitting  the 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  present;  and 
in  his  absence  I  have  risen  simply  to  make  that 
motion. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  trust  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  will  yield,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana.  I  therefore  move  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  done,  sir. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  submit  the  motion  because 
'  I  told  the  Senator  from  California  that  I  would 
do  so. 

Mr.  BADGER.  And  because  the  Senator  from 
California  ia  absent,  is  that  to  preclude  a  member 
of  the  Naval  Committee  from  saying  a  word  on 
the  subject?  i 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wish  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  to  underatand  my  position.  I  do 
not  propose*  by  moving  to  lav  this  subject  on  the 
table,  to  preclude  all  further  oiscussion  of  it;  but 
only  to  preclude  it  so  far  as  to  allow  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  to  address  the  Senate  to-day  upon 
another  subject,  as  he  is  anxious  to  do i  so  that  ha 
may  leave  the  city  for  a  time.  It  is  out  of  kind- 
ness to  him  that  I  make  the  motion  <       ^ 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  did  desire  to  address  the 
Senate  to-day;  but  if  the  Senator  fVom  North 
Carolina  desires  to  continue  this  debate,  I  shall  be 
very  willing  to  wait  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.   Then  I  withdraw  the  motion* 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  no  disposition  to  inflict 
a  speech  upon  the  Senate  upon  this  subject.  The 
views  that  have  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New' Jersey,  have  in 
some  respects  struck  me  with  surprise;  and  I  think 
that  as  they  have  been  delivered  to  the  Senate  upon 
an  occMion  when  it  ia  not  usual  for  us  to  go  into 
discussions  or  investigationa  of  this  kind,  as  I  am 
a  member  of  the  Naval  ComTnittee,  to  whose  cus- 
tody, lone  ago,  according  to  my  view,  this  memo- 
rial should  luive  been  intrusted;  and  as  I  entertain 
a  very  different  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  this 
petition  from  that  which  nas  been  ao  forcibly  and 
eloquently  expressed  by  the  honorable  Soiator 
from  New  Jersey,  I  could  not  think  it  right  that 
remarka  of  this  lund  should  go  forth  to  the  country 
without  an  instantaneous  notice  from  some  gentle- 
man who  belongpi  to  that  committee.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chwrman,  I  have  assumed  that  duty 
myaelf. 
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Mr.  President,  it  is  necessary  that,  on  erery 
occasion  of  this  land,  we  should  understand  what 
IB  the  subject  that  is  presented  for  the  considers* 
tion  of  the  Senate.  We  should  look  at  it  as  it  is, , 
not  as  it  is  presented  to  us  by  oratorical  exaggera- 
tions. The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
speaks  of  administering  the  lash  to  these  gallant 
and  noble  sailors  until  the  flesh  is  torn  from  their 
hacks,  while  the  blood  is  running  down  to  their 
heels;  and  he  assumes,  or  supposes,  that  the  peti- 
tion now  on  your  table  is  an  application  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  instrumental  in 
restoring'— I  should  say,  sir,  in  introducing — such 
horrible  barbarity  into  the  service.  Now,  what 
as  the  petition  ?  It  is  simply  a  petition  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  restore  a  dis- 
cipline to  the  Navy  which  had  existed  in  it  from 
its  institution,  and  was  discontinued  only  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  'It  is  an  application 
to  restore  a  discipline  to  the  Navy  which  went  into 
operation  under  the  sanction  of  the  immortal 
Washington,  and  was  continued  under  all  suc- 
ceeding administrations  of  the  Government;  and 
•urely  1  need  not  say,  sir,  that  asking  us  to  restore 
such  a  discipline,  is  not  asking  us  either  to  restore 
or  introduce  into  the  Navy  a  system  of  horrible, 
barbarous,  and  detestable  exagereration  of  punish- 
ment, such,  as  cannot  be  stated  without  making 
the  heart  turn  sick  with  horror  and  detestation. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  if  he  could  make  the  proposi- 
tion with  propriety  to  the  Senate,  he  would  be 
gla4  ^  f*^  ^A^  petition,  prajing  for  the  restora- 
tion of  a  taw  more  than  half  a  century  old,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  Washington  ana  by  all  his 
illustrious  successors,  praying  for  nothing  more, 
laid  under  the  table  and  trampled  under  foot.  1 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  he  would  not  also  send 
with  it  under  the  tablet  and  under  the  same  tram- 
pling of  feet,  those  of  us  here  who  think  the  peti- 
tion right  and  reasonable  and  just;  for  it  seems  to 
follow,  if  those  who  ask  thia  thing  of  the  Senate 
are  to  be  treats  with  indignity  by  this  body,  that 
either  precisely  the  same  or  some  similar  treatment 
is  justJy  4ue  to  those  who  advocate  the  petition 
they  present.  But  little  is  gained  in  discussions 
in  tms  Chamber  or  elsewhere,  as  I  imagine,  by 
observations  which  do  not  meet  the  merits  of  the 
question  under  consideration.  To  that  I  desire  ta 
invite  your  attention  for  a  few  minutes,  without 
undertaking  to  follow  the  Senator  through  the 
whole  of  his  remarks,  or  to  notice  in  detail  the 
statements  which  he  has  made  on  this  subject. 

His  objections  to  the  punishment  which  it  is 
proposed  to  restore  to  the  discipline  of  the  Navy 
divide  themselves  into  two  heads.  So  far  as  1  see, 
my  task  will  be  a  very  easy  one,  for  the  honorable 
Senator  himself  has  distinctly  refuted  both  of 
them  in  th«  course  of  his  remarks.  The  first  is, 
that  this  punishment  is  positively  mischievous; 
that  to  subject  the  sailor  to  the  lash  is  to  teach  him 
to  be  a  coward;  that  if  you  expect  him  to  main- 
tain the  ebry  of  the  country,  to  maintain  posses- 
sion of  the  public  ships,  to  resist  the  enemy  who 
assails  him;  if  you  do  not  wish  to  build  ships,  not 
for  yourselves,  but  for  your  enemies,  you  must 
abolish  the  lash;  for  by  accustoming  the  sailor  to 
that  punishment,  you  deprive  him  of  the  princi- 
ples of  h*hnor,'  and  make  him  a  coward.  Yet  in 
the  very  same  breath  the  honorable  Senator  re- 
minds us  of  those  gallant  and  noble  achievements 
which  distin^ished  the  progress  of  the  late  war 
with  England— of  those  victories  upon  the  ocean 
and  takes  wtiich  have  made  the  names  of  the  naval 
commanders  immortal,  and  shed  lustre  upon  this 
country;  and  of  which  I  would  only  say,  that  I 
should  be  entire^  satisfied,  if  the  successes  of  our 
naval  commanders  under  this,  or  any  modification 
of  the  law,  would  equal  them.  How  were  those 
sailors  bred  ?  Under  what  discipline  were  they 
trained  ?  Was  it  not  with  this  very  discipline  of 
the  lash,  which  the  honorable  Senator  says  must 
be  abolished  in  order' to  make  them  brave?  Every 
victory  which  they  have  gained,  every  monument 
of  naval  renown  which,  at  the  day,  was  received 
with  shouts  of  joy  and  gratulation  fVom  one  por- 
tion of  the  Union  to  the  other,  and  the  memory  of 
which  is  cherished  by  us  all,  was  gained  by  sail- 
ors, nobi.e,  darine,  courageous  sailors,  but  saiIor» 
wh^  were  formed  under  the  discipline  of  the  lash. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  be  plainer, 
as  I  have  said ,  than  that  this  objection  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  refuted  by  himself;  for,  so  far 
from  speaking  of  these  achievementi  and  exploits 


as  but  the  beginnings  of  naval  renown  hereafter  to 
be  emulated  and  exceeded,  he  speaks  of  them  in 
glowing  terms  of  eloquence,  which  I  have  not  the 
power  of  lang^uage  or  the  graces  of  delivery  to 
equal.  He  brings  them  forward  as  glorious  ex- 
amples which  we  are  to  follow.  If  mey  are  ex- 
amples which  we  are  to  follow;  if -the  ends  then 
attained  are  what  we  are  to  propose  as  the  ultima- 
tum of  our  hopes,  is  it  not  a  contradiction  for  the 
honorable  Senator  to  say  that  the  very  discipline 
which  trained  men  for  their  accomplishment, 
makes  men  cowards  ?  So  much  with  regard  to 
the  mischievous  tendency  of  this  punishment. 

The  next  objection  of  the'honoraible  Senator 
was,  that  this  punishment  is  inexpedient  and  un- 
necessary. Let  us  see  how  that  is.  As  I  should 
have  said,  it  is  a  punishment  that  obtains  in  every 
naval  service  on  the  globe.  It  obtained  in  ours 
from  the  establishment  of  our  ntfval  marine  until 
the  last  Congress.  It  is  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  nothing  is  urged,  in  the  form  of  an 
argument,  in  support  of  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  that  punishment.  He  says  the  common  course 
is  to  say  that  the  punishment  is  necessary ,  that 
it  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and  there  leave  the 
subject.  What  more  does  the  honorable  Senator 
say  in  reply,  but  simply  to  make  a  strong  and  con- 
fident assertion;  and  what  is  that?  That  it  is  un- 
necessary. He  says  that  no  officer,  who  is  fit  to 
eommana  a  ship,  needs  the  lash.  Is  that  an  ar- 
gument? or  is  it  not  rather  one  assertion  opposed 
to  another  ?  Certainly  the  opinion  of  the  Senator 
is  entitled  to  as  much  weight  and  consideration  as 
that  of  any  man  in  this  country.  But  it  ^  no 
more  an  argument,  than  the  opinion  of  any  other 
man.  And  then,  as  I  have  said,  the  honorable 
Senator  has  refVited  his  own  proposition  by  his 
own  statements.  What  does  he  say?  **  He 
that  is  fit  to  command  a  ship  does  not  need  the 
lash."  The  honorable  Senator  has  certainly  told 
us,  in  the  eulogy  he  passed  on  the  celebrated 
victory  of  Hull  in  the  Constitution,  that  Hull  was 
fit  to  command  a  ship.  I  suppose  that  Decatur,  I 
suppose  that  PcnTt  the  conqueror  of  die  lakes, 
that  Morris,  that  Warrinston,  were  all  fit  to  com- 
mand ships.  Yet  they. all  needed,  they  all  used, 
the  lash.  They  formed  tlieir  men  with  the  lash; 
and  in  using  that  term,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
they  were  engaged  in  excessive  flagellation.  No 
one  asks  or  contends  for  that;  Irat  that  they  used 
it  as  a  means  of  discipline,  as  a  means  of  coercing 
their  authority  and  formine  the  sailor  to  habits  of 
obedience.  Then,  if  the  honorable  Senator  has 
conceded  the  fact  that  these  men  actually  needed 
the  lash;  if,  as  he  has  shown,  they  were  fit  to  com- 
mand ships,  I  ask  if  he  has  not  i^pudiated  all  his 
objections? 

But  again:  the  honorable  Senator  has  repudia- 
ted them  further,  for  he  tells  us,  in  anticipation  of 
what  he  supposes  may  l>e  a  reply,  by  an  ot^pmufi- 
fum  ad  komnem,  that  when  he  was  in  the  com- 
mand of  ships ,  he  used  the  lash .  And  why  ?  He 
says  he  acted  in  obedience  to  the  law.  What  law  ? 
There  never  was  a  law  in  the  United  States  that 
required  the  commander  of  a  ship  to  use  the  IssIk. 
The  law  authorized  him  to  use  it  when  it  was 
needful.  It  made  him  the  Judge,  and  the  sole 
judge,  of  that  necessity.  He  has  no  assessors  in 
nis  tribunal.  He  has  no  jury  to'  determine  when 
the  lash  shall  be  used.  He  is  the  one  supreme  judge 
on  his  own  ship.  The  law  says  to  him,  in  fact, 
*'  When  you  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  controll- 
ing and  directing  your  vessel  and  governing  your 
men,  for  restraming  misconduct,  for  giving  a 
proper  degree  of  order  to  the  ship  and  mciency 
to  tne  service,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  the  lash.^' 
Now,  the  honorable  Senator  says  that  when  he 
was  in  command  of  a  ship  he  used  it.  There  is 
no  man  who  knows  him,  and  who  knows  the 
kindliness  of  his  heart,  who  would  suppose  that 
he  ever  used  it  except  in  a  case  of  necessity  in  hie 
judgment.  Then  he  himself,  being  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  power  at  liberty  to  use  it  at  his  own  dis- 
cretion when  it  was  neeaful,  and  to  forbear  using 
it  when  it  was  not  needful,  actually  used  it.  1 
suppose  none  of  us  here  doubt  for  a  sin^e  mo- 
ment that  he  is  fit  to  command  a  ship;  he  is  emi- 
nently fit  for  it,  at  least  he  was  while  he  was  in 
the  service.  Thus  I  think  I  have  a  distinct  refu- 
tation of  the  honorable  Senator's  own  proposition. 
It  is  precisely  logical.  He  that  is  fit  to  command 
a  ship  needs  not  the  lash.  It  is  refuted  very  sim* 
ply.  All  the  leading  commanders  in  our  service 
aid  need  the  lash  as  an  instrument  of  authority, 


the  honorable  Senator  himself  included ;  they  were 
fit  to  command  ships;  therefore  the  lasn  x^m 
needful. 

The  honorable  Senator  commenced  his  remarks 
by  saving,  that  that  government  is  the  best  which 
rules  by  love,  and  not  by  fear.    I^ra  a  good  deal 
in  the  habit  of  distrusting  these  abstractions.    I  do 
not  know  that  we  are  exactly  able  to  form  an  idea 
of  what  is  the  best  government  in  the  abstract 
If  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  affairs  of  this  glsbs 
on  which  we  live,  and  on  which  our  anceslem 
have  lived  before  us,  we  will  find  that  there  never 
has  been  any  such  ^vemment  in  it,  either  human 
or  divine,  for  one  single  instant  of  time.    When 
that  primeval  pair,  from  whom  we  have  all  spronra 
were  placed  in  pofect  and  happy  innocence  m 
Paradise,  with  their  affections  all  attuned  in  a  har- 
monious disposition  to  love,  to  reverence,  and  to 
serve  their  great  Creator,  were  they  leA  without 
the  influence  of  this  principle  of  fear  ?    Not  at  all. 
**  In  the  day  that  ye  eat  tnereof,  ye  shall  sin«ly 
die.  '*    However  agreeable  and  pleasing  it  may  be 
to  us  to  imagine  a  state  of  socie^  in  which  all 
men  shall  do  exactly  everything  that  is  righ^,  and 
nothing  that  is  wrong,  merely  because  of  a  spon- 
taneous disposition  to  do  it,  it  is  very  certain  that 
no  such  government  ever  has  existea,  or  ever  can 
exist,  until  there  is  a  total  renovation  of  maa% 
character.    All  governments,  that  is,  all  wise  and 
just  governments,  act  by  the  double  influence  of 
hope  and  fear,  by 'the  application  at  one  time  of 
reward ,  at  another  of  punishment.    Is  not  that  ths 
rule  in  the  domestic  circle  ?    We  encourage-and 
lead  our  children ;  but  if  theywill  no^  be  enpoaragcd 
and  led' we  punish  them.    We  endeavor  to  induct 
them  to  do  right  from  love  to  us;  but  if  they  wS 
not  do  it  from  love,  they  must  do  it  from  fear.   It 
is  the  object  to  be  accomplished  that  is  to  be  looked 
at.    If  we  are  faithful  to  ourselves,  we  do  not  leave 
them  without  the  necessary  coercive  means.   The 
end  to  be  accomplished,  is  obedience  and  submis- 
sion— the  doing  right.    If  you  can  brins  it  abom 
by  encouragement,  and  persuasion,  ana  love,  m 
much  the  better.    If  you  cannot,  you  must  reson 
to  fear,  because  the  end  is  too  valuable  to  be  men" 
ficed. 

Mr.  President,  I  believe  greatly  in  the  tribirts 
which  the  honorable  Senator  has  paid  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  American  sailor;  but  permit  me  lo 
say  that  the  honorable  Senator  does  not  exactly, 
as  I  think,  meet  the  question  presented  by  this 
petition.    He  says  the  American  Ailor  is  a  nobie 
specimen  of  a  man.    Aa  a  general  remark,  what 
he  says  is  true.    He  says  that  such  a  man  as  that 
ought  not  to  be  degraded.    I  adtnit  it;  bat  is  it 
proposed  to  degrade  him  ?    Is  this  a  petition  thai 
Congress  shall  pass  a  law  compelling  the  oflicci* 
who  have  charge  of  thepuUic  ships  of  the  couninr 
to  whip  all  the  men,  those  who  behave  well  tm 
those  who  behave  ill  ?    It  does  not  propose  tlnft 
commanders  shall  do  as  our  old  fHena  Caleb  Cl«o- 
tem,  the  schoolmaster  in  the  fieuve,  did.    He  had 
to  leave  his  school  to  go  to  the  review.    He  first 
went  to  the  school-house,  and  not  being  able  to 
remain  lonf ,  he  thought  it  best  to  whip  the  boTs 
all  round  before  he  started,  because,  ne  said,  he 
knew  they  would  deserve  it  durine:  the  day.  There 
is  no  proposal  of  that  kind.    These  petitionen 
sin^ply  wish  to  restore  that  discipline  in  virtue  of 
which  a  man  who  offends— a  man  who,  by  his 
conduct,  soils  this  fair  and  excellent  character 
which  belongs  to  the  American  sailor — shall  be 
Aiade  to  suffer,  and  to  Buffer  by  punishment  saffi- 
cient  to  restrain  him,  if  possible,  and  if  not,  at 
least  to  warn  others,  whose  virtue  and  whose 
principles  may  not  be  very  strong,  from  falling 
mto  a  like  error. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  it  is  very  clear, 
upon  looking  at  the  report  which  has  been  made 
here  of  the  number  of  whippinss  inflicted  for 
drunkenness  and  othsr  ofiTeneeSv  that  this  punish- 
ment is  useless  and  does  no  good,  and  is  there- 
fore unnecessary.  Is  that  a  proper  conchisioo? 
Is  it  one  justly  drawn?  Can  it  stand  the  test  of 
examination  ?  Suppose  that  a  man  should  come 
forward  and  call  upon  society  to  abolish  all  pun- 
ishments, and  trust  to  the  genia)  influence  of 
moral  suasion  to  prevent  those  who  have  a  dis- 
position to  put  their  fingers  into  their  neighbon* 
pockets  and  take  their  neighbors' pocket-books, 
or  those  who  desire  to  steal  horses,  gettine  over 
their  neighbors'  hedges,  or  those  who  are  mood- 
thirsty  from  cuttine  their  neighbors'  throats,  it 
seems  to  roe  that  he  might  offer  prscieely  the 
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Mine  aisumeat  for  abolishing  all  puniihments. 
He  woiiKi  take  up  the  criminal  calendars  which 
itiow  how  many  men  were  punished  for  stealing, 
how  many  were  punished  for  murder,  and  rndf: 
••These  punishments  are  of  no  avail— -they  have 
I0SBO  good ,  and  therefore  no  punishment  should 
letfcted. V  'No  man  supposes  for  one  moment 
iglttty  institutions  of  society  would  ever  prevent 
At#pvrence  of  crime.  But  before  we  come  to 
AvfMKkMton  of  the  Senator,  we  must  ascertain 
vlat  would  have  been  the  condition  of  things  in 
ftcKsvy,  and  the  condition  of  things  in  society 
k^  case  I  hare  taken*,  if  all  leg;al  restraint  were 
jMsved.  Now  the  spirit  of  evil  would  rise  re- 
6«dttd,  like  a  giant  refreshed  with  wine.  It 
■suld  go  forth  for  destruction  and  ruin  upon  all 
At  best  interests  of  society  and  social  order.  The 
flinitnr^  argument  proves  this-^f  it  proves  any- 
iMa^  ihtt  the  system  of  punishment,  severe  as 
ksass  was  not  more  than  adecmate  to  preserve  a 
'  sound  and  healthy  condition  in  the  naval 
of  the  service^  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
notbiae  more. 
Sr^  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  U>  see  a  state  of 
diigs  in  which  our  officers  would  conduct  our 
Mf»  over  the  wide  surfiice  of  the  ocean,  and  that 
fteservke  should  be  carried  on  always,  and  in  all 
ikcaaistances,  by  free  andwilling  minds;  and  that 
the  stars  and  stripes  there  should  never  be 
Mity  for  resorting  to  any  punishment.  We 
all  rejoice  at  it.  I  shouJa  be  extremely  glad 
t»Mieve  that  the  particular  punishment  alluded 
licao  be  dispensed  with;  but  it  does  not  help  for- 
llhe  consideration  whether  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
d  with  or  not,  to  say  that  it  is  treating  the 
^  like  a  slave.  That ,  I  admit,  conveys  to  the 
fmi  somgfhing  shocking  and  terrible.  Why,  the 
tMMable  Senator  would  not  at  all  object  to  con- 
'iig  die  sailor  who  had  been  guilty  of  misbe- 
^'  r  ip  irons  or  in  double  irons.  I  think  it 
be  extremely  difficult  to  show  how  a  man 
exhibit  more  the  appearance  of  slavery  than 
hands  and  legs  manacled  with  double 
he  himself  locked  up  in  prison  on  board 
4m»  It  would  not  be  thought  right,  if  I  objected 
tsatt  punishment,  to  say,  Uiat  putting  a  man  in 
■Ptsw  as  treating  him  like  a  slave.  In  one  sense 
aflfo  wordy  whenever  we  seize  an  offender  and 
Minm  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  liberty,  we  are 
mtfi^'lum  Uk«  a  slave,  but  we  are  treating  him 
ba  slave,  J>ecause  he  has  shown  himself  to 
■Mi  sadh  treatnOent.  .>  We  take  from  him  that  lib- 
«ttf  vUeh  he  has  abused — he  shows  that  he  is 
Hftwd^  to  exercise  the  freedom  of  heaven, 
M&«iive  obliged  to  take  away  some  of  his  priv- 

Uiere  have  been  men  who  have  been 

laftituted  in  the  command  of  an  armed 

I  ba  able  to  lead  about  their  troops,  as  it 

a  charm.    There  may  have  been  men 

^_  ios«f  command  punishment  was  unne- 
iMg.  The  poet  has  toid  us  of  the  gallant  Gen- 
wWsUe,  that  **  his  example  had  a  magnet's 
iMLod  all  were  swift  to  follow  whom  all 
hm/*  Still,  if  the  general  who  commands 
&  my  be  not  that  attracting  magnet  which 
ilfctlt  his  men  to  follow  him  from  love, 
JiytMTtit,  not  of  the  officers  but  of  the  country, 
JMM  that  the  men  should  be  made  to  follow  him 
tta  fi»r.  Why,  the  ooets  tell  us  that  the  herds 
trisilarilT  followed  Orpheus  when  he  moved 
AMMjitne  fidds;  but  the  ordinary  herdsmen  of 
lln  lay  X^^  under  the  necessity  of  carrying 
fnii  to  drive  before  them  their  reluctant  steers. 

Wscannotarnie  from  these  particular  instan- 
aet;  we  most  acuipt  our  law  to  tne  general  condi- 
tioa  aad  character  of  mankind;  and  I  think  it 
VMid  be  as  unwise  to  speculate  upon  the  capacity 
9f  sftee^  of  the  Navy  supersedinf  stringent  and 

^  il  punishment  by  attracting  tne  love  of  their 
towards  them,  as  it  would  be  if  any  unfor- 
herdsman  in  ancient  times  had  said  he 
vsalitskea  flute  or  a  fiddle,  throw  away  his 
tWog,  go  out  into  the  fields,  and  endeavor  by 
pip^  to  induce  his  cows  and  kine  to  follow  him 
MS  lo  their  pasture. 

TTpoB  the  socject  of  this  petition  I  will  say  this~- 
ahhoflgh  I  was  myself  entirely  opposed  to  the 
chtiigihi  the  law  made  by  the  last  Confess — 
aalSyas  we  all  know,  in  a  manner  irreeuuur  and 
aotietoadiiy  to  what  are  or  should  be  the  usages 
of  loaiid  IggMJation,  by  thrusting  in  an  amendment 
Wfmk  a  |t«KBl  appropriation  bill — the  civil  and 
^ipliiaMtw  bin— «  proviso  ta  abolish  the  punish- 


ment of  floffiing  in  the  Navy;  although,  as  you 
well  knew,  Mr.  President,  a  vast  number  of  peti- 
tions and  applications  upon  this  subject  had  been 
received  by  the  Senste,  and  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  as  I  knew 
that  committee  had  been  diligently  engaged  in 
coUectinff  information  from  every  quarter  whence 
it  could  oe  obtained,  and  were  exceedingly  desir- 
ous to  present  to  the  Senate  some  measure  of  im- 
provement which,  while  it  preserved  the  power  of 
the  officer  in  circumstances  where  it  was  necessary 
to  use  the  lash,  should,  at  the  same  time,  prevent 
its  hasty  and  ill-tempered  or  excessive  application; 
and  while  we  had  the  materials  ready  to  make  a 
report  on  the  subject  after  having  paid  such  atten- 
tion and  vigilance  to  the  subject  as  we  had  hoped 
might  make  it  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  thu  woe  put  into  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill  witliout  any  inquiry  except  a 
moment's  discission  in  the  Chamber  and  was 
passed— although  this  measure*  was  thus  put,  1, 
for  one,  am  not  for  touching  it  now. 

I  want  our  policy  on  the  subject  to  become  set- 
tled. We  have  become  dissatisfied  with  our  past 
experience.  The  glories  of  the  Navy,  the  admira- 
ble state  in  which  it  has  always  maintained  itself 
and  performed  its  duties  towards  the  country  under 
the  anciei^  discipline,  have  not  been  sufficient  to 
induce  Congress  to  trust  it  as  it  was.  They  have 
abolished  flogging  in  the  Navy.  Now,  I  want  no 
frequent  changes  m  the  discipline  of  the  Navy.  I 
want  the  problem  worked  out  by  actual  experi- 
ment whether  this  species  of  punishment  is  neces- 
sary to  the  Navy  or  not.  We  can  only  ascertain 
this  by  waiting  and  seeing  what  is  the  operation 
of  the  present  system,  if  it  shall  prove  to  be 
entirely  inadequate — if  the  punishment  shall  be 
seen  by  the  country  to  be  absolutely  necessary — if 
it  f  hall  be  restored  with  proper  safeguards  against 
its  abuse  if  those  safeguards  did  not  exist  before — 
then  it  will  be  restored  by  a  community  satisfied 
that  the  punishment  is  necessary,  and  then  we  may 
hope  to  have  some  rest,  and  escape  from  further 
agitation  on  the  subject.  That  is  my  view;  and, 
therefore,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  disposition 
to  see  the  subject  contamed  in  that  memorial  fur- 
ther prosecuted  at  this  session  of  the  Senate. 
If  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  prefers 
it,  I,  for  one,  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  petition 
shall  lie  on  the  table  without  being  called  up  again. 
I  want  no  hasty  changes  backwards  and  forwards 
on  this  subject.  I  assure  that  Senator,  and  every 
other  Senator,  that,  if  the  naval  service  can  be 
carried  on  with  efficiency,  and  its  character  main- 
tained, without  that  punishment,  1  will  be  as  re- 
luctant to  see  it  restored  as  any  member  of  this 
body.  I  was  opposed  to  abolishing  it  because  I 
believed  it  necessary  to  retain  it.  If  it  shall  be 
found  that  it  is  not  necessary,  I  shall  be  as  strongly 
opposed  as  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  to  re- 
storing it.  I  am  indiflferent  whether  the  petition 
goes  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  or  re- 
mains on  the  table  without  "further  action  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  accustomed  heretofore  to  look  to  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  BadoerI  for  direction 
and  counsel  in  important  matters.  I  have  always 
had  great  pleasure  in  considering  him  not  only 
my  friend,  out  worthy  of  the  most  entire  conn- 
dence  and  respect;  but  however  murh  I  may 
regard  him  individually — however  much  I  may 
esteem  his  great  learning  and  acquirements,  I 
must  say  to  the  Senate,  even  at  the  risk  of  being 
thought  quite  presumptuous,  that  I  do  not  think 
that  the  oenater  from  North  Carolina  has  treated 
my  remarks  with  his  usual  candor  and  fairness.  He 
has  stated  my  arguments  in  his  own  way,  and  then 
unceremoniously  declares,  that  I  have  myself 
refuted  them.  His 'speech  seems  to  have  been 
characterized  by  a  d^ee  of  sentimental  levity 
not  altoeeiher  in  good  taste.  It  appears  to  me 
that  under  the  circumstances,  I  had  a  right  to 
expect  something  more  kind  and  considerate  from 
the  honorable  Senator.  Certainly  the  attempt  to 
turn  my  argument  ipto  ridicule  was  the  last  tning 
I  should  have  expected  from  him. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  beg  pardon  of  |he  Senator. 
I  intended  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  thought  the  gentleman 
intended  to  do  so. 

The  gentleman  at  any  rate  took  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  to  display  to  the  Senate,  at  the 
expense  of  my  argument,  the  yersatility  of  hia 


genitis,  and  his  classical  erudition.  As  far  as  it 
was  agreeable  to  him,'!  am  glad  that  he  had  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  But,  sir,  there  is  nothing, 
in  my  judgment,  which  the  Senator  said  worthy 
of  a  reply  from  me,  except  one  remark.  In-  re- 
ferring to  my  remark,  that  when  the  sailor  was 
flogged  he  was  scouig^  like  a  slave,  the  honorable 
Senator  intimated  that  I  was  claiming  more  for 
the  sailor  than  he  was  justly  entitled  to.  Sir,  sll 
that  I  ask  for  the  American  soilor  is,  that  he  shall 
be  treated  like  an  American  citizen.  I  have  asked 
for  nothing  more.  Now,  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Senator  if  American  citizens  are  generally  scourged? 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly  they  are. 

Mr.  STOCKTON/  They  may  be  in  North 
Carolina.  I  believe  it  is  said  that  that  State  is  a 
little  behind  the  age. 

Mr.  BADGER.  And  in  Viiginia  and  Dela- 
ware. Most  respectable  company  for  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  shall  say  nothing  about 
Delaware,  and  I  have  no  knowledge  of  flogging 
being  allowed  in  Virs^inia.  But- 1  say,  that  the 
American  citizen  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union 
is  elevated  high  above  the  scourre.  AH  I  ask  is, 
that  the  American  sailor  should  be  treated  like 
any  other  American  freenum,  and  not  punished 
like  a  slave.  The  slave  is,  perhaps,  as  univer- 
sally punished  byohe  lash,  when  he  deserves  it,  as 
the  American  freeman  is  exempt  from  such  a  pun- 
ishment. Therefore  it  was  that  I  said  that  an 
American  freeman  as  he  was,  the  American  sailor 
ought  not  to  be  scourged  Hke  a  skve.  Now,  I 
would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  whether  he 
would  have  the  punishment  of  the  lash  inflicted 
upon  the  freemen  of  the  United  States  generally  ? 
Ir  the  honorable  Senator  is  prepared  to  say  that 
he  is  willing  to  have  this  punishment  inflicted  on 
all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  there  may  be 
some  consistency  in  his  position. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Does  the  gentleman  wish  ma 
to  answer  that  question  ? 

Mr.*  STOCKTON.    Certainly,  if  you  see  fit. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  would  say  that  I  am 
totally  opposed  to  any  law  for  whipping  all  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  we  should  be' 
brouglit  into  the  difficulty  of  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of  pun- 
is^iing  oflTences,  I  am  very  well  satisncd  that  the 
system  of  punishment  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  states,  prevails  over  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that 
the  system  prescribed  by  law,  prevails  over  those 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are  sailors.  I 
would  ask  the  Senator,  if  he  intends  that  the  sail- 
ors shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States?  Does  ne  intend  that  bills  shall  ba 
found  against  them  by  grand -juries,  and  they  be 
hrought  to  trial  before  judge  aifd  jury  ?  ' 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  1  should  be  very  glad  if  sail- 
ors  could  have  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  jury.  The 
Senator  says  wisely,  that  he  does  not  want  all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  scourged.  He  does 
not  wish  to  be  scourged  himself,  nor  does  he  wish 
that  the  Executive  Department  of  this  Government, 
nor  the  members  of  tne  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
should  be  scourged.  Now,  sir,  let  him  tell  us  why 
a  Senator  shoula  not  be  flojgged  as  well  as  a  sailor. 
Or  why  any  other  public  servant,  as  well  as  the 
sailor,  should  not  oe  scourged.  Especially  let 
him  tdl  us^  why  the  defrauders  of  theGk)vemmeot*- 
those  men  who  rob  the  public  Treasury — should 
not  be  scourged  as  well  as  the  sailor. 

The  honorable  Senator  knew,  when  he  began 
this  argument,  that  he  had  no  good  cause,  but, 
lawyer-like,  he  has  worked  all  round  the  circle, 
and  at  last  got  back  to  the  very  same  place  from 
which  he  started.  He  now  sa3ni,  that  he  is  not 
willing  to  restore  the  lash  at  present;  therefore, 
Mr.  President,  I  move  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  thepetitioners. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  as  one  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  it  is  my  mis- 
fortune to  difl*er  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Jersey.  The  views  which  he  has  advanced 
so  eloquently,  came  upon  me  very  unexpectedly. 
I  have  been  familiar  with  the  Navy  ^r  some 
twenty-odd  years,  and  in  interest  in  the  Navy,  I 
.can  yield  to  no  Senator  on  this  flour.  I  have  some 
views,  which  I  could  wish  to  express  on  this 
matter,  but  as  it  is  now  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
journment, if  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I  would 
express  those  views  to-morrow  morning.  I  then* 
fore  now  anove  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 
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Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  withdraw 
thiit  motion  I  inaimuch  as  I  wish  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MALLORY.    1  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  was  absent  when  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  concluded  his  speech.  I  wish 
to  make  some  few  remarks  upon  this  subject,  but 
I  am  not  now  prepared  to  go  into  the  discussion  of 
tlus  question,  for  a  document  which  I  called  for  and 
hoped  would  be  on  our  tables  some  days  ago,  has 
only  been  placed  before  us  this  morning,  and  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  it. 

Several  SaNAToas  entreated  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  yield  the  floor,  as  it  was  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  yield  the  floor,  then,  to  the 
Senator  from  Florida. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  I  again  move 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Will  the  Senator  from  Florida 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MALLORY.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  been  prepared  foir  two 
or  three  days  to  make  a  speech  on  the  compromise 
resolutions.  I  expected  that  I  should  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  make  that  speech  before  this,  and 
therefore  I  would  ask  the  nonorable  Senator  to 
more  to  ^postpone  this  subject  until  the  day  after 
to-morrow*  so  that  I  can  have  the  floor  for  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  move,  then,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  this  memorial  until  the 
day  after  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  wUI  be  Friday,  the 
day  which  has  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  private  bills. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  wouUI  remark  to  the  Senator 
from  Florida,  that  the  only  difficulty  is,  that  Fri- 
day has  been  already  appropriated  to  a  specific 
purpose — ^the  consideration  of  private  bills;  there- 
fore if  Monday  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Senator, 
t  would  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  tnemonal  until  that  day. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Friday  or  Monday— it  is 
indifferent  to  me. 

The  Riotion  to  postpone  until  Monday  was  then 
•greed  to. 

ANiaVERSART  OF  THE  BATTLE  OP  KBW 

ORLEANS. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  like  to  seize  a  single 
moment  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  sub- 
ject which  I  am  afraid  mav  escape  their  observa- 
tion. To-morrow  is  the  8th  of  January,  the  anni- 
versary of  the  victory  of  New  Orleans.  The  other 
House)  I  believe,  in  ac4^rdance  with  usage  has 
adjourned  over  until  the  day  after  to-morrow. 
We  i^ould  not  be  behind  them  in  respect  for  the 
day.  As  some  of  rhy  Democratic  friends  do  not 
like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  making  this  mo- 
tion, I  move  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  it 
adioum  to  meet  on  Fridav. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
mdmit  a  certain  vessel  to  registry,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  \ty  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  House  bill  in  relation  to  a  certain  lot  of 
ground  in  the  town  of  Gnadenhutten,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

WjlLUAM  darby's  RELIEP  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  WiUiaan 
Darby  was  read  the  third  time  aad  passed. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdvesdat,  Jonwnry  7,  185S. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AfBURT  pJCKiNs,  their  Secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  the  bill  oT  the 
House,  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appropriation 
to  meet  the  expenses  which  were  incurred^in  con- 
sequence of  the  late  fire  at  the  Capitol.'* 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 
The  question  was  takcii«  and  it  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  object  in  rising  now  i« 
to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  House,  that  the  few 
minutes  left  before  the  special  order  of  the  day  is 
executed  be  appropriated,  by  universal  consent, 
to  the  reception  of  bills  from  all  gentlemen  who 
have  bills  to  offers  for  the  purpose  of  referring 
them  to  committees.  I  have  no  bills  mysek'  to 
ofier  at  all,  but  I  know  that  there  are  saveral  gen- 
tlemen here  who  have.  1  move,  theuy  that  uni- 
versal consent  be  given. 

rCries  of  "  Agreed  !"  "Agreed  !**] 

Mr.  CLARK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  biU  for  the 
relief  of  £^ward  Brown;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  to  report  back  a  bill 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  object.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Fore^n  Af&irs  can  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  report  it,  then,  upon  my  in- 
dividual responsibility. 

Mr.  BAYLY  then,  on  leave,  introduced  **A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens  lately  im- 
prisoned and  pardoned  by  the  Gtueen  of  Spain;" 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BELL,  on  leave,  introduced  .a  biU  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  mnting  bounty 
lands  to  certain  officers  and  soGiiers  who  have 
been  encaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States, '^approved  September  28, 1850;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  B.  I  ask  that  the  Clent  ahall  read  a  short 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

[Cries  of  "I  object!"  "I  object!"] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  tKe  reference 
of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifairs. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House.  It  is  a  general  act,  and  I  i^ake 
this  motion  .for  the  purpose  of  having  the  com- 
munication printed.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  re- 
fiurred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  LOCKHART,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
"  granting  the  right  of  way  and  makine  a  donation 
of  land  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  fVom  New  Albany, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  via  Mount  Carmel,  on  the 
Wabash  river,  to  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;" 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  on  leave,  in- 
troduced a  bill  "granting  to  the  States  of  Arkan- 
sas and  Missouri  the  li^t  of  way  and  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  via  Little  Rock, 
to  a  certain  point  on  lied  river,  near  the  town  of 
Fullerton,  in  Arkansas, and  for  branches  thereto;" 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its-  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi  river  above 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  said  that  all  other  bills  of  this 
kind  had  gone  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals.  He  moved  its  reference  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  Mr.  Sibley's 
motion,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Dun- 
Ham's  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  artificial 
sites  for  reservoirs,  to  be  constructea  in  the  main 
afiluance  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  accordance  with  the 
' '  plan  submitted  to  Congress  bj  Charles  EUlet, Jr., 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
The  hour  is  approaching  when  the  order  of  the 
House  is  to  be  executra,  and  I  have  a  motion 
which  I  desire  to  submit.  I  will,  however,  give 
way  to  enable  gentlemen  to  get  in  their  bills,  with 

I  the  understanding  that  I  smdl  iiave  the  opportu 

i  aity  to  submit  my  privileged  motion. 


Mr.  HENN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  biB  to 
create  three  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Iowa;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pubhc 
Lands. 

Mr.  H.  also  introdttce4  a  bilh  to  continue  half 
pay  to  certain  widows  and  orphans;  wliich  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensiona. 

Mr.  McMULLlN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
making  grants,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the  Vir- 
ginia ana  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  to  aid  in 
tne  construction  of  their  railroad;  which  wma  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  qu 
tion,  and  I  deaire  the  attention  of  every  gen tienuui 
present—— 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  [Ghie«t 
laughter  and  confusion  in  the  Hall.]  By  univeraal 
consent,  as  I  understood  it,  I  was  to  be  allowed  to 
make  the  motion  that  the  ladies  be  allowed  to  oc- 
cupy seats  within  the  bar.  [Laughter.]  llie  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McMullih,]  I  believe, 
is  about  to  make  that  motion.  He  is  going  to  take 
the  wind  out  of  my  sails.  [Roars  of  l«igliter, 
and  great  confusion.]  I  find,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
treat  this  question  seriously—— 

Mr.  BISSELL.    I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  POLK.  Will  the  fentleroan  raiuca  hie. 
point  of  order  to  writing?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  My  point  of  ofder  ia,  that 
there  is  no  question  before  the  House.  - 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimoua  consent  tlM 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McMvlldt,]  can 
submit  his  motion;  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  lask  most  respectfully 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  aa  cour^ 
teous  and  respectful  to  the  ladies  of  our  country  as 
was  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea;  and  that,  hf 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  the  ladies 
be  permitted  to  appear  within  the  bar  of  the  House 
ana  witness  the  ceremonies  of  the  day. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  doors  were  then  thrown  open,  and  the  m- 
cant  space  outside  the  bar  was  soon  filled  wi4  la- 
dies. Many  were  alao  introdu<^  within  the  bar, 
the  members  vacating  their  seats  for  that  puipoae. 

Mr.  COBB,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  arfirst  and  sec^ 
ond  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands: 

A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  aHemaUr 
sections  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Alsi^ 
bama,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  nulrosid. 
from  Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river,  in  sud  States 

A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a. 
grant  of  public  rands  to  the  States  of  Miasianppf 
and  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Memphis  and  Tennessee  railroad;  and 

A  bill  to  graduate  and  improve  the  price  of  the 
Dublie  lands  belonging  to  tne  United  States,  and 
K>r  other  purposes. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the 

Sayment  of  horsea  and  other  property  lost  or 
estroyed  in  the  military  service  of  tne  United 
States,"  approved  March  3, 1849;  which  was  resA 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  refiBrred  tc^ 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afihirs. 

Mr.  FOWLER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  hill  torn- 
regulating  the  mileage  of  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives;  which  was  read  ^ 
firat  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  F.  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  th^ 
Committee  on  Mileage. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  object  to  that  motion.^ 
When  this  matter  is  referred,  I  want  another- 
matter  to  go  with  it,  and  that  is  the  payment  oV 
members  auor  the  time  for  which  they  liave  hetm 
elected  has  expired. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  will  withdraw  ray  notion 
for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn.  ** 

Mr.  BISSELL,  on  leave,  introdoced  a  bOl  ma- 
king a  ^rant  of  public  land  to  the  aeveral  States  of 
theUnton,  for  tne  benefit  of  indigent  insane  per^ 
aons;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
iu  title. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  seleet 
committee  of  five. 

'Mr.  HALL  moved  to  refor  it  to  the  Comnuttet 
e»  PuhUe  Lands. 
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tie  SPEAKER.  The  question  must  first  be 
Hm  u^n  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 

JCr.  BTSSELL.    I  hope  that  motion  will  not  be 

jWiKc^  in. 

Tht  SPEAKER.  If  debate  arise,  the  Chair 
viB  hmtt  to  rale  that  the  bill  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it. 

Tike  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hall's 
potion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  ^was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pi^ifie  Lands. 

Ifr.  HALL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  qp 
jsKonng  the  bill,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
lUer  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was 
j^^feed  to. 

Mr.  DOTY,  on  leave,  intjroduced  a  bill  to  estab- 
U  SD  AgricnUtaral  Bureau  in  the  Department  of 
A^ifltenor;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
five  by  its  title,  and  refierred  to  the  Committte  on 
Agrioiltare. 

Mr.  GREY,  on  leave,  intcodueed  a  bill  making 
Spast  of  public  lands  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
JtatHttky,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads 
ii  tnit  State;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
fine  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
MilieLaiids. 

^  Mr.  BIACE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bQl  grant- 
lig  lands  to  aetual  settlers;  which  was  read  a  first 
im  sf fwirt  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
"C— mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  on  leave,  intro- 

'  a  bill  for  the  improv^mtnt  of  the  Rock 

and  Des  Moines  Rapids  in  the  Mississippi 

which  was  read  a  first  and  second  flime 

title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

and  Canals. 

Jlir.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  on  leave,  intra- 
'  a  bin  granting  the  right  of  way  and  makii^ 
I  at  iaads  to  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mis- 
t,  and  Arkansas,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
na  railroads;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
.  tioie  by  ittf  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
4o  Pnl>lic  Lands. 

lfr«  CONGER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
MMie  fyr  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around 
ItJMii  of  the  St.  Marie  river,  at'  the  foot  of 
ior;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
titie,  and  referred  ta  the  Committee  on 
Canals. 

^  yWN,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  intro- 
labiQ  rrantiiig  the  right  of  way  and  making 
-^UMibo  <n  public  landb  in  aid  of  the  construc- 
jhaf  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
ftvi^jate  of  l*ouisiana,  to  Jackson,  in  the  Stajle 
jfJHWnppi;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
"Vlt  W  iifl  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
J^taods. 

'  J!^*  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  on  leave,  intro- 
4mk  a  biU  to  encourage  anicullure,  and  for  other 
pnmmi  whkh  wm  reaa  a  first  and  second  time 

IrSiiSie. 

Mr»  J.  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
i^aliun  of  the  Jiill  until  the  first  Monday  in 
Mfaary,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order 
itdiatday. 

Mr.  ORE  objected. 

The  biU  was  therefore  laid  on  the  Speaker's 


'  Mr.  HASCAIX,  on  leave,  introduced  a  billau-. 
^Mikinr  tlie  samttof  certain  revolutionary  offi- 
^ ana  soldiers  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list; 
«Wi  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
ide,  and  rsfinred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
feisry  Pensions. 

Mr.  DEAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
^  fbtlowiDg  resohttion ;  which  was  considered  and 
■  lo:* 

That  the  Oomiaittee  on  the  Pott  Office  SQd 
be  iastnietsd  to  iowBire  Into  ttie  ettedieiicy  of 
*Mif  a  Mst  roaie  ftom  Fiil|kiU  vOlage,  m  DucbeM 
^^^^9  Itaoa^  ^fiakciflioor,  Joba>TilI«,  Oraconrille,  Qajr, 
fkfi, est  C^vd^advOtoyio  StonnyiUe,  to  Mid  ooonty. 

i&.  JACKSON,  on  leavei  introduced  a  bill  for 
Ai.ivqiofil  9i  jQibatructions  in  the  river  Savan* 
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nah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  saine;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title. 

.  Mr.  J.  moved  to  r^er  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would 
first  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  firom 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Jackson.] 

Mr.  JACKSON  demanded  fellers  on  that  mo- 
tion; and  theywere  ordered. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  (it  being  now 
ten  minutes  to  one  o'clock,)  said  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  gentlemen  that  it  was  utterly  impracti- 
cable to  divide  the  House  at  the  present  moment, 
and  he  would  therefpre  suggest  that  all  further 
business  be  suspended  until  the  order  of  the  House 
should  have  been  executed.  It  wanted  but  a  few 
moments  to  one  o'clock — the  time  fixed  for  the  in- 
troduction of  M.  Kossuth. 

The  suggestion  was  concurred  in;  and,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  all  further  business  was  suspended 
until  the  hour  of  one  o'clock  arrived. 

RECEPTION  OF  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

M.  Louis  KoBsiTTH,  escorted  by  the  Committee 
of  Reception,  and  followed  by  his  suite,  entered 
the  Hall  and  advanced  up  the  aisle  in  front  of  the 
Speaker — the  members  of  the  House  generally 
rising  to  receive  him. 

Mr.  CARTTER  (the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Reception)  then  addressed  the  Speedcer  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :^We  have  the  honor  to  present 
Governor  Louts  Kossuth  to  the  Houm  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  organ  of  this  body  I 
have  the  honor  to  extand  to  Louis  ^qssutb  a  cor- 
dial welcoiqe  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  Kossuth  replied  in  the  following  words: 

Sia:  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of 
mankind  that  while,  through  all  the  past,  honors 
were  bestowed  upon  glory,  and  ^ory  was  at- 
tached only  to  success,  the  legislative  authorities 
of  this  great  Republic  bestow  the  highest  honors 
upon  a  persecuted  exile,  not  conspicuous  by  glory, 
nor  favored  by  success,  but  enea^ed  in  a  just  cause. 
There  is  a  triumph  of  republican  pruiciples  in 
this  fact. 

Sir,  in  my  own  and  my  country's  name  I  thank 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
for  the  honor  of  tnis  cordial  welcome. 

M.  Kossuth  was  then  conducted  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  chair  which  had  been  prepared  for  him. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives an  opportunity  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  distinguished  guest  of  the  House,  I  move 
that  we  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed until  Friday. 

The  Representatives  were  then  presented  by  the 
Speaker  and  Committee  of  Reception  to  M.  Kos- 
suth, as  were  also  the  immense  crowd  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  had  assembled  upon  th^  occa- 
sion. 

■ 

PETITIONS,  fcc 
Tbe  fbUowinf  pstitiont,  memoriiila,  1m..  were  presented 
under  ibe  rule,  and  rtfened  lo  the  appropnate  commitlees : 

By  Mr.  8TUAET:  Tbe  petitioa  of  the  citazons  of  Al- 
bion, Miebigaa,  prayinji  that  Congress  will  make  suitable 
provision  for  tbe  erection  of  a  line  of  telegrapb  tram  Fort 
Independence  to  some  eligible  point  on  (be  Paciflc  coast, 
by  the  pessage  of  s  law  Uiat  will  protect  and  eocoarage  the 
telecripbic  inventioos  of  American  citiseds. 

Als(C  the  peUtioo  of  itae  Board  of  Education  of  the  Smie 
of  Michigan,  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  tbem  e^oal  in 
value  to  certain  salt  spring  lands  berelorore  granted  td  said 
State  and  enroneoosly  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnnr. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER:  The  ^^ttoo  of  Mary  Ruggles,  of 
Tisbury,  Massachusetts,  widow  of  tbe  late  Timottiy  &i^- 

Ses,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  giving  pensions  lo 
e  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  who  were  married 
subsequently  to  the  year  1800 ;  and  for  oUier  relief. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  petition  of  William  U.  Wiodt r, 
praylBg  Gongreu  to  purchase  ^e  boildiag  at  th«  eoraer  of 


F  and  Seventeenth  streets,  In  Wasbington  city,  now  rented 
of  him  by  Uie  Government. 

Bv  Mr.  SGHBRMERHORN:  The  petition  of  Sarah  K. 
Jedis,  asking  for  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by  the 
seizure  of  the  brig  Jane  and  cargo  at  Laguayra. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  January  9,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 
The  Hon.  Pierrk  Soulb,  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  attended  this  day. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUmCATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  laid  bdbre  the 
Senate  a  report, of  the  Secretary  of  War,  oommu- 
nicating,  in  obedience  to  law,  statements  of  the 
contracts  which  have  been  made  under  the  author- 
ity of  that  Department  during  the  year  1651;  which 
was  read,  ana  it  was 

Orderedf  That  it  Me  on  the  tabia  and  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in 
obedience  to  law,  accompanied  by  a  statement 
showing  the  expenditureslbr  contingencies  of  the 
military  establishment  during  th^  year  ending 
Decemuer  31,  1851;  which  was  read,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  tbe  table  and  be  printed. 

UBRART  OF  THE  CANADIAN  PARLIAMENT. 

The  following  message  was  received  &om  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  M.  P. 
FiLLMORB,  his  Private  Secretary: 
To  tk€  SoHoU  <tfth€  U»Utd  ataUt: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  die  copf  of  a  resolutioo  ad<^rted 
by  tbe  Legislative  Council  of  Canada,  together  with  the 
copy  of  the  note  by  vdilcb  tbe  resolution  was  communicated 
to  this  Government,  espreasing  the  satisAction  of  that 
Council  at  receiving  intelligence  of  certain  donations  in  aid 
of  the  recoaslractiOD  of  Uie  Library  of  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment. MILLARD  FILLMpRE. 

Was  hmotom,  Jamuatry  6,'  1852. 

''LSOISLATIVS  COOMOIL,  ) 

"  "  Wkohssoat,  JlufuU  90, 1851.  { 
*'B€$oUndf  That  this  House  receives  with  much  satisflic- 
tion  the  intelligence  of  tbe  munificent  donations  which  have 
been  made  in  aid  of  the  reconstruction  of  tiie  Parliamentary 
Library  by  the  Houses  of  Congress  of  tiie  United  States,  tbe 
Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Vermont,  and  tbe  Legislature  of 
tiie  State  of  New  York.» 


British  Lboatiom.  \ 

WAsnuoTOK,  Oetoier  30, 1851.  $ 


Sir  :  Tbe  Governor  General  of  Canada  has  fi>rwsrted  to 
her  Mi^esty's  Legation  tbe  co|>y  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  herewith  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  tbe  Legislative 
Council  of  that  Province  when  tbe  Provincial  Parliament 
was  last  in  session,  eiprewsive  of  tbe  satisfltctton  with  whidi 
they  have  received  the  intelligence  of  the  munificent  dona- 
tions s^bich  have  been  made  by  tbe  Congress  of  tbe  United 
States,  Dy  the  LMtslature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  aid  of  the  re- 
construction of  tbe  Library  of  the  Canadian  Parliament 

I  have  accordingly  to  request  that  you,  sir,  will  have  the 
goodness  to  cause  the  above  resolution  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  as  well  as  to  die  Le- 
gislatures of  Vermont  and  New  York. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reaew  to  yoo,  sir,  the 
assurance  w  my  bi|d>est  considerstion, 

JOHN  F.  CRAMPTON. 
Tbe  Hon.  Damisl  Wcbstbr,  Seerefory  ^  State, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

NEW  MEXICO. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempon  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  ^of  Wiluam  S.  Allen,  Secretary  of 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  communicatiiig,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  New  Mexico,  copies  of  the  acts,  reso- 
lutions, and  memorials,  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  that  Territory,  passed  at  a  session  began 
and  held  the  ad  of  Jime,  1651. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries and  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  prayine  that  the  public  lands 
may  be  ceded  to  the  States  for  the  pur|>ose  of  set- 
tlement; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  praying  an  appra- 
^riation  tor  the  repair  of  the  piers  at  Port  Penn, 
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in  the  Delaware  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Akio,  a  memorial  of  the  CoramisaioDers  of  the 
town  of  Newcastle,  Delaware,  praying:  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  theharborat  that 
place*,  which  woe  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  / 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  am  requested  to  present  to 
the  Senate  a  petition  signed  by  a  large  number  of 
merchants  and  underwriters  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
lalemd,  asking  Congress  to  make  provision  by  10^ 
for  the  surrey  of  such  parts  of  the  China  seas, 
Straits  of  Graapar,  and  Java  sea,  as  He  directly  in 
the  track  of  vessels  proceedings  and  from  China. 
I  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce;  and  1  beg  leave  to  suegest 
to  the  committee  that  some  provision  shoutaalso 
be  made  to  facilitate  our  trade  in  the  North  Pacific, 
so  as  to  change  tlie  course  of  tJmt  trade,  which 
now  has  to  pass  around  Cape  Horn  to  California, 
and  tlience  to  China. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  am  instructed  to  present  to 
the  Senate  a  memorial  signed  by  the  journeymen 
bookbinders  of  the  city  of  Washin«;ton,  in  M'hich 
they  set  forth  their  views  at  len^tli  why  no  con- 
tract should  be  made  for  the  binding  of  the  public 
documents.  That  matter  has  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  there  is  a  resolu- 
tion now  before  the  Senate  proposing  to  make  a 
contract.  Inasmuch  as  the  committee  have  acted 
upon,  the  matter,  I  move  that  the  memorial  lieupon 
the  table,  with  a  notice  which  i  shall  now  give  that 
when  the  subject  shall  come  up  for  consrderation 
before  the  Senate,  I  shall  move  the  reading  of  that 
memorial,  that  the  reasons  stated  by  the  book- 
binders ma^  be  thus  presented  to  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  {gray- 
ing the  incorporation  of  the  EagU  Steamboat 
Company;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.^ADE,  it  was 
Ortleredy  That  leave  bo  given  to  withdraw  the  pq^tion  of 
Jo«epti  Venzic. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Ordered f  That  the  inemoiinl  of  Edward  Doxler,  on  the 
ftles  of  the  Seuate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  <m  Fi- 
nance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  D.  Porter,  on  the 

flies  of  the  Senate,  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Orderedy  1*bal  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Caleb  Swann, 

on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  CommittM  of 

Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  Pioneer  Cotton  Man- 
ufacturing Company  of  Gefirfetuwn,  on  the  files   of  the 
Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coomiittee  tot  the  District'of  Co- 
lombia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  dncumenti  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
ivlatini;  to  the  clnims  of  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts afainst  tiie  United  States  under  the  treaty  t>f  9th 
Augu.^t,  '1S4S,  between  the  UnlK'd  States  and  Great  Britain, 
be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged 
fh)m  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Colonel 
John  C.  Ua^s,  and  that  It  be  referred  to. the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Combs  Greenwell.  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

STATE    OF   THE    SURVEYS. 

^  Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
to  employ  a  draftsman  to  mark  and  lay  down  on  the  maps 
now  in  the  room  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the 
state  of  thesurve>i,  and  also  show  what  has  been  disposed 
of  by  sale  or  otherwise.  The  rate  of  compensation  for  the 
service  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  clsrk  not  exceeding 
^1,600  per  annum. 

NOTICES  OF  flILtS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  concerning  the  sessions 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Delaware. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment  of 


outstanding  loan  ofEce  and  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates issued  for  money  loaned,  or  for  services,  or 
for  supplies  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  QEYER  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  State  of  Missouri  to  impose  taxes 
on  lands  hereaAer  sold  by  the  United  States  in 
said  State,  from  and  afLer  the  day  of  sale. 

Mr.  BORLAND  save  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  a  quantity  of  the 
public  land  to  the  State  of  Arkanscis,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  western  boundary  of  Arkansas,  oy 
the  Helena  and  Fort  Smith  Railroad  Company. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  .CLEMENS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Snodgrass;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Sarah  D.  McKay,  widow  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McKay;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  to  re- 
mit or  refund  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise destroyed  by  fire;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  approved  March  2,  1851 ,  entitled 
*'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  offences 
committed  in  cutting,  destroying,  or  removing  live- 
oak  and  other  timber  or  trees  reserved  for  naval 
purposes;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  t^  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  H.  P.  Dor- 
sey,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of*  Theodore 
Offutt,  reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  sub- 
mitted a  report  on  the  subject,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic iBuildings,  to  whom  the  subject  was  rdferred, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  a  room  for  the  Congres- 
sional Library;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,^and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  subsequently  it  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  simply  appropriates  the  sum  of  $1,200, 
to  be  expended  under  tne  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Public  Buildings,  to  fit  up  a  room 
temporarily  for  the  reception  of  a  portion  of  the 
books  of  tne  Congressional  Library. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  A.  H.  Cole, 
submitted  a  report,  accomoanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  wa»read  a  nrst  time  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Dun- 
ning, reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
a  fijnst  time  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

MAIL  SERVICE  IN  CALIFORNIA  AND  OREGON. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  have  instructed  me  to  report 
a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  legalize  certain  contracts  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mails  in  California  and  Oregon.  As 
this  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  its  being  considered  now, 
and  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
that  end. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
being  offered,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  should  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  object  of  the  resolution  is 
fully  explained   in  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 


General  to  Congress,  both  at  the  last  and  the 
present  season.  Contracts  were  made  in  Califor- 
nia and  Oregon  ^  the  same  time  and  under  the 
same  circumstances  as  contracts  were  made  else- 
where. A  proposition  was  before  Congress  last 
session  authorizing  contracts  to  be  opened  by  the 
agent  in  California,  and  the  contracts  to  be  made 
there.  Owing  to  the  confusion  which  prevailed 
at  tBe  close  of  the  session,  this  amendment  to  the 
Post  Office  bill  was  not  adopted.  These  contracts 
have  been  made  by  the  agent  an4  thepostmasten 
in  California  and  Oregon,  containing  a  stipulation 
that  they  might  be  set  aside  if  it  shoura  be  de- 
sired by  the  Postmaster  General,  inasmuch  tm 
they  did  not  reach  here  by  the  stipulated  time. 
All  the  mails  are  carried  the^e  by  contract  at  thiis 
time,  and  at  a  rate  of  some  forty  or  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  formerly.  The  I\>8tma8ter  Genera!" 
kas  recommended  tnat  these  contracts  be  con* 
firmed;  and  if  they  are  confirmed,  they  will  re- 
main in  force  until  the  year  1854.  If  ^ey  are 
rejected,  new  contracts  wiH  have  to  be  made,  and 
a  large  additional  expense  will  undoubtedly  be  * 
incurred  in  the  transportation  of  these  mails. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
tin>e. 

RESOLUTIONS* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Walker  the  17tk 
December,  concerning  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 

Ordered.  Tliat  tbft  ftirtber  consideration  flleMoT  bepoit> 
poned  maul  to-aaoiTOW. 

PRIFATE  CLAOfS. 

On  the  32d  of  December  last,  the  Senate  adopted 

the  following  resolution: 

Reeolved,  Tbot  after  the  Irt  dhyxtf  Jttnmnj  next,  Fridayt 
of  each  week  shall  be  set  aside  for  the  consfderatioa  ef 
private  claims,  and  that  on  those  days  private  trills  hAve 
priority  over  aul  other  business. 

The  PRESIDENT,  after  the  presentation  of 
executive  comnmnications  thismoming,annt»uiice4 
to  the  Senate,  that  under  that  resolution  this  day 
had  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private 
claims. 

Mr. 'HAMLIN.  Does  that  indade  the  mom- 
ine  hour  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  is  compre- 
hensive so  as  to  cover  the  whole. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
private  bill  of  which  notice  has  been  givem. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  'm  order  accord- 
ing to  the  fesolution,'  which  requires  that  we  shall 
proceed  in  the  order  as  laid  down  by  the  calendar. 

Mr.  SHIELD^.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  private 
petition  which  I  wish  to  present. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  cannot  be  presented. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  it  not  competent  to  post- 
pone that  business,  or  would  it  require  a  auspen- 
sion  of  the  rule? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  an  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  not  a  rule  which  reouires  notice  to  change 
it.  The  execution  of  the  order  of  the  Senate  iiiacy 
be  postponed  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move,  then,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  that  order  be  suspended  until  one  oVdock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

When  the  hour  of  one  o'clock  arrived,  the  con* 
sideration  of  private  claims  was  announced  as  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of  the  con- 
sideration of  these  private  chums;  but  we  have  no 
calendar,  and  it  is  very  important  that  we  should 
have  one,  that  we  may  know  what  the  bills  are 
before  they  are  called.  I  hope  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Private  Claims  will  consent  that 
Uiese  bills  be  passed  by  until  we  have  a  calendar^ 
and  that  the  special  order  may  be  postponed,  that 
we  may  go  on  with  otlier  business.  It  ia  import- 
ant that  we  have  a  calendar.  We  cannot  act  un- 
derstand ingly  upon  these  biUl  without  one. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  It  will  not  afibrd  you  any 
information.  * 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  cannot  act  understand  ingly  with- 
out one;'^and  if  we  postpone  the  special  ox3er  now, 
by  next  Friday  we  can  be  prepared  and  ready 
to  consider  these  bills.  1  hope  we  shall  ^  on 
with  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  relating  to 
printing  the  returns  of  the  Seventh  Census. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
consent,  nor  do  I  know  that  my  consent  ia  neces- 
sary. The  Senate  can  dispose  of  the  motioBof 
the  Senator  from  California  as  if  pleases. 
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Mr.  PRATT.  The  objection  of  my  friend  from 
Califomta  is,  that  we  have  no  calendar  printed. 
Nov,  I  do  not^  know  that  we  car)  learn  from  the 
cahodar  anything  about  the  character  of  a  bill,  or 
tk  propriety  of  its  passage.  Bills  are  upon  our 
tdbkits  wc3j  as  the  reports  of  committees,  and  I 
■f^we  that  the  reading  o.f  these  refKirts  will  give 
tkepiaaple^  upon  which  the  committees  have  re-  , 
pmfiL  From  these  reports  we  may  judge,  but  cer-  ! 
inly  not  from  the  calendar.  I  ao  not  think  the  ) 
twHSaa  assigned  by  my  lionorable  friend  is  such  as  to  , 
Bake  it  necessary  that  we  should  postpone  this  mat- 
ter. It  ktnow  the  first  time  within  three  years  that 
ikc  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  made  an  effort 
to  devote  one  day  in  the  week  to  doing  justice  to 
dumauts  against  this  Government;  and  this  very 
first  day  that  we  propose  to  consider  these  claims, 
t  motiAn  is  made  to  postpone  their  consideration 
because  there  is  no  calendar  ready.  I  hope  we 
iM  show  the  whole  country  that  we  are  deter- 
BOoed,  upon  this  day,  to  devote  ourselves  to  the 
pissage  or  rejection  of  as  many  of  these  bills  as 
*  we  can  dispose  of. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  modon  now 
Mbfe  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OW IX:  Then  I  will  make  the  motion  that 
&e  order  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  private 
diiais,  be  postponed,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
tflosideration  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
pfiaiiDg  of  the  returns  of  the  Seventh  Census. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.     I  certainly  am  not  dis- 
posed to  interpose  any  objection  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  claims,  whenever  we  are  in  a  situ- 
ttion  UT examine  them.    I  was  in  favor,  and  am 
idQ  in  &vor,  of  the  rule  which  was  adopted,  set- 
tisg  apart  a  particular  day  for  their  consideration. 
On  a  rormer  occasion  I  gave  my  reason  for  favor- 
ia;  that  rule,  which  was,  that  by  this  retaliation 
ve  ought  have  our  attention  particularly  directed 
f  to  Che  Gonstderatioh  of  eases  of  that  character. 
By  aa  exanrination  of  the  calendar  we  could  as- 
istaia  what  cases  were  to  come  up,  and  then,  by 
afderenee  to  the  reports  upon  these  cases,  we 
ibettid  understand  something  of  their  merits.    I 
dftflvt  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
Plr.  Pratt,]  that  the  calendar  is  of  no  service; 
« (he  contrary ,  I  regard  it  as  highly  important. 
We  all  know  that  there  is  such  a  multiplicity  of 
biMoeas  presented  to  the  consideration  or  the  Sen- 
ait,  that  we  resolve  ourselves  into  a  sort  of  chan- 
ttry  emtrt  to  consider  private   claims — a  work 
vkidi  we  are  almost  incoi^petent  properly  to  per- 
tm;  Ite  there  is  such  a  large  numoer  of  these 
thiBi^that  it  is  impossible  to  investi^te  every- 
4{i%l%«t  b^  a  reference  to  the  calendar,  we  can 
pwimyecial  attention  to  the  cases  which  are 
mUciae  up  on  the  day  set  apart  for  their  con- 
■jyia.    1  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  favor  the 
■lfc«f  the  Senator  from  California,  to  post- 
M^|k  execution  of  this  order  till  Friday  next. 
VetBi  probably  have  a  calendar  by  that  time, 
■rfisu  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  cases 
■^(^are  to  come  up,  and  do  justice  to  honest 
MmbCs,  while  at  the  same  time  we  scrutinize 
d  ^ose  eases  which  may  be  of  a  doubtful  char- 


Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senate,  some  time' back, 
idspled  a  rule  the  object  of  which  was  to  facilitate 
tie  tnuMaetion  of  business  of  a  certain  character. 
SoviTweare  to  r^udiate  that  nileon  the  grounds 
vhidi  have  been  urged  to-dav,  it  will  be  just  as 
We  to  be  repudiated  on  other  grounds  which 
ny  W  urged  on  other  occasions.  If  we  do  not 
MV  adhere  to  this  rule  which  was  adopted  by  the 
fchMJe  after  much  discussion,  we  might  as  well 
*htiri#n  it  altogether.  I  confess  I  am  unalile  to 
*ee  the  force  of  the  argument  in  relation  to  having 
ipriMed  calendar.  1  presume  that  the  bills  re- 
ktiBg  to  private  claims  stand  in  their  order  upon 
^  ngumr  calendar  of  the  Senate,  and  there  can 
be  «o  difficuUv  in  takine  them  up  in  the  order  in 
vfakh  they  there  standi  You  take  them  upon 
•dier  days  in  that  order;  and  there  is  no  reason 
M>w,  when  jon  have  excluded  other  business  fy*om 
bcii^  disposed  of  on  this  day,  that  I  can  discover, 
Mr  any  want  of  sufficient  means  of  obtaining  the 
BfnMwnijr  infonuation  so  as  to  act  upon  the  private 
^  iHlkidi  have  been  brought  into  the  Senate  and 
r*IKiHsd  opon.  1  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  any 
^nMMi  vhieh,  as  far  as  practicable,  tends  to  sub- 
Qividtand  appropriate  to  particular  times  partic- 
tthf'  rhu at  orhbor.  For  this  reason  I  think  that 
^tfunentiig  of «  former  order  of  the  Senate,  de- 
WMh^  uade*  and  that,  too,  on  the  very  first 


occasion  of  its  being  acted  upon,  Vill  have  a  bad 
effect,  and  tend  to  make  the  order  a  mere  nullity. 
Mr.  G.WIN.  I  made  this  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  advancing  the  action  of  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  private  claims.  For  myself  I  confess 
I  that  I  have  not  hitherto  had  time  to  examine  these 
*  claims.  If  we  had  a  calendar  we  could  examine 
the  bills  as  they  would  have  to  come  up  in  their 
order.  I  doubt  whether  the  Committee  of  Claims 
will  ever  report  a  bill  which  I  shall  vote  against, 
because  they  are  close  in  their  investigations.  But 
at  the  same  time  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the 
Senate  to  Airnish  a  calendar,  in  order  that  we  may 
know  the  business  of  the  session.  We  ask  for 
the  reading  of  reports  simply  because  these  reports 
ar«  not  in  the  recollection  of  any  Senators  except, 
perhaps,  tliose  who  made  them;  and  I  have  asked 
that  we  may  have  a  calendar,  on  the  ground  that 
we  would  make  much  greater  progress  on  this 
day  week  than  we  would  on  to-aay  and  this  day 
week  together  without  a  calendar.  There  are  a 
great  many  bills  bfthis  kind, and  lam  as  anxious 
to  have  them  considered  and  disposed  of  as  any 
Senator  can  be.  Now  there  is  a  question  whicn 
has  been  discussed  by  the  Senate  at  great  length, 
and  which  migluprooablybe  disposed  of  to-day~ 
I  mean  the  question  in  regard  to  the  printing  of 
the  Seventh  Uensus;  and  there  is  another  question 
which  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Downs] 
has  been  waiting  from  day  to  day  to  discuss. 
Either  of  these  questions  might  be  brought  up  and 
disposed  of  while  the  Senate  is  getting  ready  to 
dispose  of  these  private  claims.  I  made  the  mo- 
tion with  no  other  object  than  to  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  Senate,  because  I  want  these  bills 
out  of  the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WADE.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
lay  the  motion  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia on  the  table? 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  win  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  fear  that  we  shall  not  make  much 
progress  with  anything  if  we  go  on  in  this  way; 
and  I  therefore  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  wish  to  say  only  a  single 
wordj  and  perhaps  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will 
oblige  me  by  withdrawing  that  motion  for  a  few 
moments. 

Mr.  WADE.    I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.  We  have  now  occupied  nearly 
half  an  hour 

Mr.  GWIN.    Oh  no;  only  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Very  well.  Ten  minutes,  then, 
we  have  occupied  in  discussing  the  question  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  CeJifomia.  Now,  the 
&st  argument  of  that  Senator  is,  that  if  we  do  not 
act  upon  these  private  bills  to-day,  but  postpone 
our  action  until  Friday  next,  we  shall  tlo  more  on 
that  day  than  we  should  do  both  to-day  and  next 
Friday,  when  the  calendar  will  be  ready. 

Mr.  GWIN.  So  I  think;  that  is,  on  the  sup- 
position that  we  have  no  calendar  before  us. 

Mr.  PRATT.  But  the  argument  proceeds  on 
the  supposition  that  a  calendar  will  be  prepared 
by  next  Friday;  and  then,  that  if  we  do  not  act 
upon  these  claims  to-day,  we  can  do  more  on 
Friday  next  than  we  can  ao  on  both  days  together. 
Now,  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  that  argument.  If 
the  question  is  to  be  teiken  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  California,  I  desire  that  we  may  have 
the  yeas  and  nays,  so  that  the  country  may  see 
whetner  Senators  are  willing  to  postpone  action 
further  in  reference  to  claims  of  this  character. 
The  Senator  has  remarked  that  he  does  not  know 
that  the  committee  will  ever  report  a  bill  for  which 
he  will  not  vote.  The  inclination  is  rather  to  pro- 
tect the  Government  than  the  individual.  I  think 
the  reverse  should  be  the  case,  and  that  where  an 
individual  presents  a  prima  facie  case  of  an  honest 
claim,  they  investigate  it  with  all  the  scrutiny  they 
can  give. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  PRATT.    Very  well,  sir. 

CASE  OF  WILLIAM  P.  GREEN. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  P.  Green. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Mr.  President,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  to  the  Senate,  that  at  the  last  session  that  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  without  a  dissenting 
voice.  The  bill  is  founded  on  a  claim  for  services 
performed  by  him  under  an  appointment  as  an 
U  officer  of  this  Government.    In  1849  he  received 


the  appointment  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Provi- 
dence, and  he  received  a  subsequent  appointment 
asineasurer  of  salt,  and  thatappointment  was  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  U  was 
afterwAras  ascertainea  by  the  Secretary  that  the 
two  offices  of  surveyor  of  customs  and  measurer 
of  salt  were  incompatible.  Tlie  duties  of  the  two 
offices  were  performed  by  him,  and  though  he 
would  have  received  the  ordinary  fees,  amounting 
to  but  little  more  than  three  hundred  dollars,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  obliged  to  disallow 
them.  The  collector  had  no  other  recourse  than 
to  apply  to  Congress  for  relief.  I  suppose  the 
circumstances  are  all  well  understood ,  and  I  pre- 
sume there  will  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  any 
member  to.  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tlnrd  i^eading. 

CASE  OF  JOHN  A.  M'GAW. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  A.  McGaw. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  This  bUl  received  tlie  favor- 
able action  of  the  Senate  last  year,  and  I  believe 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate,  atter  a  slight 
'discussion  upon  it.  If  there  be  any  necessity  for 
an  explanation  after  tlie  reading  of  the  report,  a 
few  remarks  will  place  the  matter  distinctly  before 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  designed  to  pay  to  McGaw  the 
sum  of  $1,400  for  demurrage — $100  a  day  for  four- 
teen days,  while  his  vessel  was  detained  at  Vera 
Cruz,  by  the  default  of  the  agents  of-  the  United 
Slates. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read .  There  being 
no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  renorted 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

REPRESENTATIVE  OF  WM.  A.  SLACUM. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
personal  representative  of  Wm.  A.  Slacum. 

The  bill  enacts  that  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  accounts  of  the  late  Wm.  A.  Slacum, 
and  pay  his  personal  representative,  in  addition 
to  what  Mr.  Slacum  received  in  his  lifetime,  his 
charges  for  expenses  incurred  in  visiting  the  Co- 
lumbia river  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  years  1836  and  *37, 
provided  that  the  amount  allowed  for  such  ex- 
penses shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $712  90;  and 
also  to  pay  his  said  representative  for  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Slacum  on 
that  mission,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  diem, 
commencing  the  first  day  of  June,  1836,  and  con- 
tinuing to  the  15th  day  of  March,  1837,  provided, 
however,  that  the  amount  of  pay  received  by  Mr. 
Slacum,  as  purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  period  of  time  embraced  in  the 
above  dates,  oe  deducted  from  the  amount  of  said 
per  diem  allowance. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  suppose  that  no  explana- 
tion of  this  case  is  necessary.  If  any  gentleman 
requires  it,  I  will  call  for  the  readmg  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.  That  bill  has  passed  the  Senate 
three  or  four  times,  after  a  very  full  examination 
by  the  late  Mr.  Sevier,  who  was  ot  the  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and  1  tjiink 
it  was  reported  with  entire  unanimity. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  tliird  reading. 

ELIZABETH  ARNOLD. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Arnold  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be 
directed  to  place  upon  the  pension  list  the  name 
of  Elizabeth  Arnold,  only  child  of  Jonathan  Pitch- 
er, a  lieutenant  in.  the  Navy  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  pay  her  during  her  life  twenty 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  December  26, 
1851. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Th^  report  was  read  accordingly,  from  which 
it  appears  that  Elizabeth  Arnold  is  the  only 
child  of  Jonathan  Pitcher,  of  Pawtuxet,  in  Rhode 
Island,  who  was  appointed  by  Congress  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Navy  on  the  22a  of  December,  1775, 
and  who  rendered  highly  important  services  to 
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the  country  during  ike  revolutionary  war;  that 
she  is  now  eighty-three  years  ^d;  and  that  in 
view  of  the  facta  before  the  commiUee,  they  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  report  a  bill  for  her  rehef. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  would  inquire  of  the  chair- 
sian  of  the  Committee  on  Peneiona,  what  princi- 
ple is  involved  in  the  bill;  whether  by  paeaing  it 
we  shall  not  be  extending  pensions  to  a  class  of 
cases  which  have  never  been  recognized  by  us 
heretofore;  and  whether  there  are  any  special  cir- 
cumstances which  require  a  departure  from  the . 

rule? 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  the  chairman  jof  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  will  allow  me  to  slate  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  this  case,  I  will  do  so.  On 
the  SS2d  of  December,  1775,  more  than  six  months 
before  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  Con- 
fess, it  is  known  that  a  naval  force  was  fitted  out 
m  this  country,  which  went  upon  a  cruise  and 
finally  took  possession  of  the  Island  of  New  Pro- 
vidence, and  brought  to  the  country  a  laige 
amount  of  the.  munitions  of  war.  That  naval 
force  was  fiued  out  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island; 
and  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  in  my  own 
veins  runs  the  blood  of  one  of  its  commanders. 
A  selection  was  made\)f  the  most  able,  expe- 
rienced, and  gallant  men  that  could  be  found  to 
officer  the  vessels  of  the  force.  Small  as  those 
vessels  were,  imperfectly  fitted  as  they  were,  the 
most  gallant  men  that  could  be  selected  were  got 
to  comnuind  them.  Among  the  appointments 
made — and  it  is  upon  the  very  earliest  record  of 
yo^r  Government — was  that  of  Jonathan  Pitcher, 
a  man  whom  I  myself  knew,  and  who  had  the 
universal  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  gal- 
lant, patriotic,  and  daring  men  that  had  entered 
into  tne  service  of  the  country,  either  on  sea  or  on 
land.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who  did  not  look 
for  his  pecuniary  reward  from  the  Gk>vernment. 
He  went  into  the  service  from  a  warm  and 
earnest  zeal  to  sustain  the  Declaration  which  had 
been  made  by  his  country.  He  continued  in  the 
seryice.as  long  as  the  naval  force  was  sustained 
by  the  United  States;  and  in  that,  as  well  as  in  the 
privateering  service,  did  his  whole  duty  to  annoy 
and  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy.  While 
he  was  in  France,  and  lieutenant  on  board  the 
ship  Providence,  which  was  commanded  by  John 
Paul  Jones,  Dr.  Franklin,  I  believe,  aAer  John 
Paul  Jones  had  concluded,  on  account  of  some 
other  engagement,  to  leave  the  vessel,  put  it  under 
his  comnoand  to  bring  it  back  to  the  United  States. 
Perhaps  in  the  Navy  there  might  have  been  found 
a  more  accomplished  man— he  was  rough,  but 
honest;  perhaps  there  might  have  been  a  more 
accomplished  gentleman,  but  there  was  not  one 
who  entered  into  it  more  zealously,  and  did  more 
effective  service.  He  made  no  claims  against  his 
Gk>vernment.  He  lived  and  died  in  an  humble 
situation.  He  always  said  that  his  services  were 
offered  to  his  country,  because  of  love  to  it  and  to 
liberty.  He  asked  no  pension  for  himself,  nor 
any,  during  his  life,  for  any  one  connected  with 
him.  During  the  last  year,  this  aged  daughter  of  his, 
who  is  his  only  surviving  child,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three,  came  to  me,  and  stated  to  me  her 
totally  destitute  situation.  She  bad  nothing  what- 
ever but  the  recollection  of  the  debt  that  was  due 
from  her  country  to  her  father,  wha  so  gallantly 
exposed  himself  m  defence  of  its  liberties,  and  she 
dla  hope  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
would  give  her  this  little  pittance,  which  would 
make  her  comfortable  for  the  remaining  days  allot- 
ted to  her  here.  That  is  the  situation  of  this  lady; 
aged  and  infirm  as  she  is,  she  cannot  lon^  be  a 
tax  to  this  Qovemment,  or  to  any  one  else  in  this 
world.  She  is  now  perfectly  destitute;  and  if  the 
services  Of  her  father,  dunn^  the  revolutionary 
war,  do  not  entitle  her  to  this  small  recompense 
from  this  Qovemment  and  country,  which  has 
now  grown  so  strong  and  rich,  I  know  not 
what  appeal  can  be  made  either  to  our  justice  or 
sensibilities.  There  is  the  whole  case,  sir.  .If 
any  objection  can  possibly  be  made  to  this  allow- 
ance, r  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  FEIjCH.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  upon 
this  subject,  both  as  to  the  meritorious  services  of 
the  father  of  this  applicant  and  her  poverty.  I 
asked  the  question  of^the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee which  has  been  answered  by  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  What  is  the  pnnciple  involved  in 
this  bill?  Now,  I  have  no  objection  to  going  as 
far  as  any  one  in  providing  liberally  ior  those 


officers  and  soldiers  who  have  served'in  the  various 
wars  in  which  this  country  has  been  engaged;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  bul  is  adopting  an  entirely 
new  principle,  which  has  never  been  applied  either 
in  the  navtQ  pensions  or  in  the  army.  Naval  pen- 
sions commenced  about  the  year  1800,  when  a 
special  fund  was  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing them.  Various  laws,  very  liberal — so  liberal 
as  to  have  absorbed  that  fund,  m  I  understand — 
have  been  passed  at  various  times,  naming  the  d  iffer- 
ent  classes  of  individuals  who  were  to  receive  them; 
but  there  was  never  a  law  passed  which  embraces 
a  case  of  this  kind.  All  the  provisions  which 
have  been  passed  embracing  widows  and  children, 
only  apply  to  those  cases  m  which  the  father  or 
husbana  died  in  the  service,  or  of  wounds  or  dis- 
ease incurred  in  it.  That  is  not  this  case.  This 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  established  rule. 
None  of  the  laws  which  embrace  widows  and 
children  have  gon^  so  far  as  this.  They  embrace, 
in  most  instances,  the  widows,  or  where  they  em- 
brace children,  it  is  only  those  w)io  are  minors;  and 
then  they  are,  most  of  them,  for  five  years  and  for 
children  less  than  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  ques- 
tion now  is,  are  we  prepared  to  depart  from  the 
established  rule?  If  we  are  prepared  to  depart 
from  it  in  this  instance,  I  am  prepared  to  act  upon 
a  general  bill  to  depart  from  it  in  all  cases.  This 
is,  no  doubt,  a  nieritorious  case.  There  can 
scarcely  be  any  cases  arising  from  the  revolution- 
ary war  that  can  be  characterized  in  any  other 
manner  than  as  highly  meritorious.  If  we  are  to 
adopt  this  principle,  I  am  prepared  to  act  upon  a 
proposition  of  that  kind;  I  am  prepared  to  go  for 
It  itit  is  advisable  and  right  to  oo  so;  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  single  out  this  individual  case  and 
apply  it  to  it. 

We  had  this  same  principle  proposed  here  in 
regard  to  army  pensions  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress — a  pnnciple  to  extend  it  to  children,  and 
carry  it  beyond  the  provisions  of  the  laws.  It  was 
first  presented  in  the  way  of  a  general  provision, 
or  law,  adopting  that  principle  as  a  general  pro- 
vision. I  had  the  curiosity — and  1  did  it  in  the 
performance  of  what  I  considered  my  duty — to 
m^uire  at  the  Pension  Office  to  see  how  far  that 
prmciple  led.  I  ascertained  that,  if  it  was  carried 
out,  we  should  adopt  a  provision  which  would  re- 

auire  us  to  pay  something  like  half  a  million  of 
ollars  from  the  Treasury.  I  take  it  that  almost 
every  man  who  looked  at  that  bill  without  making 
inquiry,  would  have  felt  astonished,  as  I  did,  if  he 
had  traced  it  out  in  the  same  manner,  and  found  it 
to  involve  a  principle  of  so  much  importance.  And 
now,  before  we  adopt  the  principle  here  in  r^ard 
to  navy  pensions,  I  am  disposed  to  look  into  the 
matter,  at  least  so  far  as  to  call  attention  to  the 
principle  which  we  are  adopting,  and  ssk  that,  if 
we  adopt  it,  we  may  do  it  by  a  general  provision 
of  law,  and  not  by  a  special  provision  in  an  indi- 
vidual case. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  certainly  have  no  disposition 
to  follow  the  honorable  Senator  through  his  re- 
marks about  a  principle  of  which  we  have  heard  a 
great  deal  lately.  But  he  asks,  upon  what  princi- 
ple is  this  bill  to  be  passed  ?  1  simply  answer, 
upon  the  principle  of  humanity. 

Mr.MANGUM.    Andjusuce. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Yes,  sir,  and  justice,  too;  I 
thank  my  friend  for  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    And  national  gratitude. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Justice  to  an  old  and  faithful 
revolutionary  servant,  who  has  left  this  daughter, 
his  only  posterity,  in  a  destitute  situation.  That 
is  the  principle,  and  you  never  need  fear  that  the 
Congress  or  the  United  States  will  be  swayed 
from  its  propriety  by  such  a  principle  too  often  or 
to  too  ^eat  an  extent.  The  Senator,  in  speaking 
of  the  oiUs  which  have  heretofore  been  passed, 
says  that  they  were  confined  either  to  the  indi- 
vidual who  performed  the  service,  to  his  widow> 
or  to  his  children  who  were  notabove  sixteen  years 
of  age.    I  simply  answer  the  gentleman,  that  this 

Foor  old  lady  has  arrived  at  her  second  childhood, 
can  conceive  of  no  stronger  appeal  to  present 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  tJian  to  ask  this 
pittance  for  this  poor  old  decrepit  lady,  who  is 
suffering  from  paralysis  and  has  nothing  to  sup- 
port her — a  lady  who  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  one  of  ^he  bravest  men  who  ever  trod  the 
quarter  deck  of  a  ship  of  the  United  States, 
whether  in  the  revolutionary  or  any  other  war. 
She,  herselfp  destitute  as  she  is,  reluctantly  asks 
this  sm^  pittance  ftrom  her  country  as  evidence 
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of  its  appreciation  of  the  services  of  her  fituher. 
I  trust  the  Senate  of  the  United  Suites  wiU  not 
refuse  the  request. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Aft^  the  appeal  whi<^ 
has  been  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  to  the  sympathies  of  the  Senate,  I 
feel,  certainly,  very  great  relucUmce  to  the  iq. 
terposi()g  of  any  objection  to  the  bill  now  under 
consideration.  But  I  do  regard  it  as  a  biU  involv- 
iiig  a  principle  of  very  great  importance.  If  we 
pass  it,  we  not  only*open  the  door,  but  we  take  it 
froR^its  liinges;  we  declare  that  we  will  grant  pen- 
sions to  the  children  of  all  those  who*  served  in 
our  revolutionary  struggle — for  almost  every  in- 
dividual who  engaged  m  that  struggle,  whether 
he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  an  officer  or  private* 
performed  services  of  the  most  meritorous  char^ 
acter.  It  is  now  proposed  to  take  an  insulated 
case  and  pension  a  surviving  child.  I  know  oo 
reason  why,  if  we  do  this,  we  should  not  do  it  in 
pvery  other  case;  and  if  we  proceed  in  this  raaoner 
we  shall  soon  have  one  half  of  the  country  pen- 
sioned upon  the  Government.  I  regret,  as  1  sakl  * 
at  the  commencement,  to  interpose  any  objection 
to  the  bill  after  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Sm- 
ator  from  Rhode  Island;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  bill  upon  the  principles  or  humanity 
alone,  for  I  think  that  we  cannot  as  legi^toM 
justify  ourselves  in  acting  upon  that  principle. 
We  must  have  some  principle  oeyond  that  of  gan-  J^ 
eral  benevolence,  because  we  are  not  sent  here  to  ^ 
dispense  alms.  I  hope  that  a  bill  of  so  nuich  im-  ;^ 
portance  will  receive  the  attentive  consideFataoa  '^  J 
of  the  Senate,  and  with  a  view  of  having  an  op-  _^  J 
portunity  of  further  considerii^  it,  I  wfll  move  ^  "^ 
that  it  he  upon  the  table,  in  oroer  that  it  mayim.r!5I 
called  up  again  after  we  have  considered  it  ftiruMf.  ~ 
I  do  not  make  this  motion  for  the  purpose  of  h&v^  *^^ 
ing  a  test  vote,  but  simplv  to  give  ftuther  time  bt  f  f' 
an  examination  of  the  bin.  ^-^ 

Mr.  CLARKE.    Will  the  honorable  SenatoT^^ 
4o  me  the  favor  to  withdraw  that  motion  ?  ^ 

Mr.  BRADBURY.    Certainly,  if  the  Sttiotor  "» 
will  renew  it.  '^^ 

Mr.  CLARKE.  J  would  merely  say  thm  Al^    '' 
is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  any  delay  is  ^eMl« 
We  all  know  how  long  it  would  take  to  ge^ 
through  the  other  House.    Once  more  I  win  say  ^ 
that  if  her  father,  who  served  his  country  so  fmium- '  ' 
fully  and  so  well,  had  been  living,  he  would  hav^*  ' 
been  entitled  to  a  pension.    That  father  has  die^ 
and  left  this  his  only  child,  whose  only  inhericane-^ 
is  her  father's  good  n&me,  his  blood^aod  the  dainr^ 
he  had  upon  his  country;  and  upon  this  she  aak^ 
for  a  slight  pittance  to  ease  her  lot,  which  will  nc^  t 
be  long  upon  earth.    I  have  no  more  to  say,  htm  t 
renew,  accordion  to  my  promise,  the  motion  to  la^ 
the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to — there  being 
a  division,  17  yeas  and  17  nays. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  would  like  to  have  the  y 
and  nays  on  that  bill.    The  effect  of  the  biOg  a 
understand  it,  will  be  to  extend  the  pension  1aw.s 
to  the  children  of  deceased  soldiers  or  ^ffice^. 
Now,  sir,  I  can  readily  comprehend  the  resolts  if 
the  Senate  are  disposed  to  act  upon  the  prioctple 
avowed  by  my  fnend  from  Rhode  Island,  {rar. 
Clarke.]    They  did  act  upon  it  the  other  day 
with  reference  to  the  widow  of  Greneral  Worth. 
If  I  had  voted  affirmatively  on  that  occasion,  I 
should  vote  now  with  my  friend  from  Riicide 
Island.    But  having  voted  against  thfit  propost- 
tion,  and  looking  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  principlo 
involving  a  large  amount  of  money,  I  ask  the 
yeas  ana  n&ys,  that  we  may  see  who  are  disponed 
to  extend  the  pension  laws  as  far  as'  the  principle 
of  this  bill  does. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoist 
amendment;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordere-d 
upon  the  question  of  ordering  it  to  be  engiosw  d 
for  a  third  readin£^ 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Before  the  vote  is  taken,  I 
desire  to  say  one  word  in  favor  of  the  bill.  I  have 
]  often  heard  it  said  upon  this  floor,  that  the  |>as- 
^  ssge  of  a  bill  of  this  sort  established  a  principle 
which  would  reqiiire  us  to  extend  the  penaion 
laws.  I  do  not  think  that  that  follows  as  a  cons^* 
quence  at  all.  It  is  not  true,  in  fact,  that  we.  by 
a  bill  of  this  sort,  determine  to  extend  the  benefitA 
of  the  pension  laws  to  all  the  children  of  pa*8ona 
who  have  served  the  country  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  in  the  reyohttionary  war,  pr  any  of  the 
wars  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  It  ainnply 
provides  for  the  application  of  ijie  ben^ts  df  ihtm 
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bv  to  ose  child  of  one  worthy  and  disUnrokfaed 

man.    The  propriety  of  doing  so  depends  upon 

(be  merk  of  the  partictdar  case,  and  inTolves  no 

pfificiple  that  ref|uirea  us  to  go  beyond  cases  that 

■recqoally  meritorious.    I  make  these  remarks  in 

fdenace  to  Uua  particalar  ease.   I  made  the  same 

ianiud  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Worth,  which  has 

iMicferred  to;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 

■iaevei  anycase  equally  aa  meritorioift  'as  the 

oieof  Mrs.  iVorth,  or  this  case,  is  presented  to 

Ae  Senate,  t  shall  be  ^epared  to  vote  for  it.    I 

^liak  not  only  that  correct  principles  of  legislation 

uthorire  ana  reouire  us  to  do  so,  but  that  every 

cuosideration  of  humanity  and  national  gratitude 

rsooixcs  it. 

1  am  prepared  to  go  ev^  further.  I  am  prepared 
to  ^  as  far  as  it  is  said  the  principle  of  this  bill 
would  carry  us.  I  do  not  think  it  would  carry  us 
to  the  extent  which  has  been  stated;  but  whenever 
&  proposition  is  made  to  carry  it  to  that  extent,  I 
us  prepared  to  go  for  it.  As  long  as  I  have  a  seat 
oa  uiis  floor,  t  will  vote  to  take  care  of  the  desti- 
«  tote  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  de- 
roted  their  lires  to  the  service  of  their  country, 
lad  capecJally  of  those  who  have  died  in  conse- 
^uepce  of  their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
conntry. 

Mr.  CASS.  Before  f  vote  npon  this  question, 
I  desire  to  ask  a  question.  I  did  not  liisten  atten- 
Itvety  to  what  was  said,  and  should  like  to  know 
if  tl|e  person  fbr  whose  services  the  pension  is 
■fted  died  durinff  the  revolutionary  war? 
A  Sbstator.  He  did  not. 
Mr.  CASS.  He  did  not  die  in  the  service,  I 
odcnrtand.  Of  course  this  petitionerj  hi«  child, 
DBSt  be  of  a  very  advanced  age* 

Mr.  CLARKE,  if  the  honorable  Senator  will 
dtow  me,  I  mil  answer  his  Question,  whether  th^ 
finder  of  Ax  petitioner  died  in  the  service.  He 
&  mat.  He  received  for  his  service  in  the  revo- 
kitioftgry  army  his  pa)^  in  what  was.  called  Con- 
ttiemal  money.  But  it  is  not  upon  that  that  this 
poor  kdy  rem  her  app^l  for  aid.  Under  the 
rnriimiitsnce  it  was  her  father's  good  fortune, 
perb^,  that  he  did  not  die  in  the  service  of  his 
«oiiiitiy;  bat  it  would  seem  as  if  it  were  her  mis^ 


Hi^  qioestion  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
orfeiing  tiM  biD  to  be  engross^  ibr  a  third  read- 
ing, rsMted  a«  fellows: 


m^m.  Berrien,  ttoriand,  Clarlte.  Cooper,  Davis, 

,  Jame«,  Jones  of  Iowa,  iiangtnn,  Miller, 

*  Smith,  Upban,  and  Wide— I<l. 

u  BiHranI,   Bmdbory,   Brodbead,   Can, 

teM^  Siodac  of  WiscoiiM'n.  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Downs, 

TMJMf^  Gwin,  ffanriin,  Homer,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 

VMftMl.MaHory,  NorHs,  Pratt,  fihnnsbee,  Siumer, 

Wbnvii  Walker,  and  Wbileomb-M. 

flMliai  was  r«}ected. 

MRS.  MAROARer  RVTZCL. 

WrW  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Hetz^, 

^^fftwaA  administratrix  of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late 

MMrt  quartermaster  in.the  Army  of  the  United 

_w«a  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate 

to  consider  it  an  in  Committee  of  the 


It  fliiaetd  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

■i  hk  thereby  authorized  to  allo#  and  pay,  out 
tf  «Bf  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
fnfpauif  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Hetzel,  widow  and 
ijiiuinitttrix  of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late  aisistant 
qwrtertnaster  in  the  Army  of  the  iTnited  States, 
«e  mm  of  #12,988  74,  being  the  amount  claimed 
hf  Mm  in  the  account  rendered  by  him  for  a  part 
of  the  third  cpiarter  of  the  year  1838,  and  which 
V«f  disallowed  at  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  called  fbr  the  rending  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  f 
vfaieh  waa  accordingly  read. 

bappeacs  from  the  report  that  A.  R.  Hetzel  died 
<m  theittthef  July,  1847,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
•fter  most  laborious  service  at  the  city  of  Vera 
Cmz,  Mexioo--le(iving  a  wife  and  three  children 
10  ommi  his  lois.  He  served  in  the  duartermas- 
tsr's  Oepartaient  more  than  twelve  years  previous 
to  his  daach.  He  disbursed  large  sums  or  money. 
His  accounts  were  all  settled  at  the  Treasury.  In 
so  account  rendered  by  the  deceased  for  part  of  the 
thifd  qoswter  of  1838,  there  appeared  this^item: 
**Pferami^  on  disbursements  on  acooimt  of  the 
tppropriation  for  preventing  and  suppressing  In- 
«M  iwilttiw  ^om  the  4th  day  of  July,  1836,  td 
the  Ml  •r  September,  1838,  on  #519,549  60  at  9| 
peraiM.,  amoiiating  to  fl3,988  74."  That  duty 
«i9i«MI|  diMonAeeied  ilrom  the  regular  quar- 


tcrraasterV  account  which  was  covered  by  th# 
oflicial  bond.  But  during  this  very  period  hia 
disbursements  on  account  6f  the  Army  amountMl 
to  several  hundred  thouaand  dollars*  and  his  ac- 
counts were  all  duly  closed  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. He  did  not  retain  the  amount  charged 
aa  percentage,  but  he  considered  that  he  waa 
entitled  to  it,  in  consequence  of  the  unusual  and 
extraordinary  responsibilities  he  assumed  as 
principal  quartermaster  in  the  Cherokee  nation. 
He  established  such  a  system  of  accountability 
that  not  one  dollar  of  the  funds  of  the  (Government 
placed  in  his  handa— nearly  |800,000^ — was  tost. 
His  duties  were  arduous  in  the  extreme,  as  sev- 
eral commanding  officers  represent.  The  charac- 
ter of  this  officer  was  strictly  honest  and  honorable. 
To  show  it,  the  committee  extract  some  items 
from  his  accounts. 

By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1839,  claims  of  thia 
character  were  not  thereafter  to  be  allowed .  This 
C4it  off  this  claim.  But  the  committee  think  that 
that  law  ought  not  to  apply  to  a  case  where  the 
extra  service  was  previously  rendered. 

The  report  is  accompanied  by  certificates  from 
Maior  General  Scott  and  Major  General  Wool,aa 
to  the  good  character  of  Mr.  Hetzel  and  the  value 
of  his  services  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  I  understand  the  case  it  is 
this:  This  quartemmster  discharged  service  that 
belonged  to  nis  office,  only  he  had  a  little  more 
duty  than  usual.  But  that  was  a  contingency  he 
hacl  a  right  to  expect  when  he  accepted  office.  1 
believe  we  have  long  ago  decided,  by  the  passaee 
of  a  law  to  that  effect,  that  we  will  not  give  double 
pay  to  an  officer  who  merely  discharges  the  duties 
required  by  the  service.  It  aeems  to  me  that  this 
ia  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  President,  in  the  absence 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  with  whom  this  bill  originated,  I  bc^  to 
sute,  that  the  services  of  this  officer  were  rendered 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  extra 
pay  being  allowed  to  officers  for  services  penormed 
while  in  the  discharets  of  their  duty,  and  that  this 
is  the  only  case  of  ue  kind  now  remaining.  The 
reason  why  two  successive  committefs,  ot  which 
I  have  been  a  member,  have  teported  the  hill  unan- 
imously— for  it  was  reported  lafrt  Tear  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Alississippi,  ^Mr.  Davis,]  no 
longer  a  member  of  this  body — is  this,  |800,000 
was  sent  to  the  Cherokee  nation  to  aid  in  the  emi- 
gration of  the  Indians.  The  whole  of  the  money 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Hetzel.  It  was 
beyond  his  duty;  he  #as  under  no  obligation  to 
receive  it  and  take  care  of  it.  The  money  was 
placed  in  his  hdnd*  by  General  Scott.  He  took 
care  of  it,  and,  as  Gkneral  Scott  says,  he  was 
held  responsible  for  the  amount.  He  had  to 
employ  various  persons  to  disburse  the  money  in 
various  sections  of  the  Cherokee^ountry.  He 
discharged  the  duty  to  the  entire  salRfaction  of  the 
GN>vemment.  This  was  all  ddhe  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  March  3,  1839.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  went  to-the  accounting  officer  and  paid 
up  every  sinele  dollar,  claiming  this  amount  of 
two  ana  a  half  per  centum  for  the  expenditure.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  the  accounting  officer  said 
he  had  no  power  to  make  the  allowance.  Instead 
of  holding  on  to  the  money,  as  officers  did  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1839,  he  paid  every 
dollar  into  tKe  Treasury,  and  laid  his  claim  before 
Coneress.  Since  the  period  of  the  application, 
the  Military  Committee  has  twice,  to  my  own 
knowled^,  unanimously  authorized  the  reporting 
of  this  bill. 

If  there  ever  was  a  claim  in  which  extra  compen- 
sation oueht  to  be  allowed,  this  is  one  of  them. 
And  surely  General  Scott  and  General  Wool 
would  never  have  given  the  certificates  which 
have  been  read  unless  the  fisicts  were  as  stated. 
Why,  there  are  hundreds  of  precedents  prior  to 
the  3d  of  March,  1839,  precisely  in  point.  But 
for  the  act  of  1839  the  auditing  officer  would  have 
allowed  this  sum.  That  act  was  passed  before 
Mr.  Hetzel *s  accounts  were  settled;  but  the  ex- 
tra services  were  rendered  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  act.  The  act  was  to  operate  prospectively  and 
not  retroactively. 

^  This  case  is  sustained  by  precedent.  It  ia  in 
violation  of  no  principle  of  policy  settled  prior  to 
1839.  If  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairsbe  worth  anything,  this  bill  ought 
to  be  passed,  for  the  committee  was  unanimoua  in 
I  ita  &vor.    I  belitve  it  k  aa  economical  and  care- 


ful aa  any  committee  of  the  Senate;  in  relation  to 
public  expenditurea.  All  who  were  here  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress  will  recollect  the 
speech  which  waa  made  in  fiivor  of  this  bill  by  a 
gentleman  who  waa  then  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Davis.]  It  then  passed  with  scarcely  a  dis- 
senting voice,  and  went  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentat^es,  and  was  there  lost  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  the  House  to  act  on  private  bills.  It 
is  founded  in  justice  and  equity.  There  can  be 
no  obiection  to  it  except  an  indisposition  to  pass 
any  claim,  and  the  only  reason  why  such  indis- 
position can  exist  is  a  want  of  a  thqrough  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject. 

1  would  never  have  conaented  to  the  bill  being 
reported  if  I  did  not  believe  itj*^^  <^<^  proper  tha^ 
the  money  should  be  paid.  No  lawyer  or  agent 
of  any  character  would  have  discharged  the  ser- 
vices which  Mr.  Hetzel  performed,  so  honorably 
and  settled  so  puncCtially,  without  being  entitled  to 
compensation,  and  none  who  would  not  have 
asked  it.  He  has  asked,  and  his  widow  now 
asks  for  it,  in  conformity  with  the  established 
usage  of  the  government  down  to  1839.  As  waa 
stated  bv  the  Senator  from  Af  ississippi  last  year, 
this  is  the  only  remaining  caae  of  the  kind,  and  it 
is  due  to  a  meritorious,  honorable,  and  worthy 
man.  It  is  not  upon  principles  of  humanity  that 
this  is  asked.  It  is  a  matter  of  juatice  and  equity. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  President,  I  recol- 
lect perfectly  well  the  discussion  that  took  place 
at  the  time  this  subject  was  up  at  the  last  session, 
and  I  recollect  the  grounds  on  which  this  bill  was 
-passed.  It  then  seemed  to  me,  and  it  now  seems 
to  me,  that  it  is  reasonable.  I  had  something  to 
say  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  subject  of  cutting  off  all  these 
extra  allowances,  and  a  bill,  if  I  recollect  rightly, 
was  passed  in  1839 — it  waa  a  part  of  some  appro- 
priation bill — we  had  to  get  it  into  an  appropria- 
tion bill — suppressing  all  these  allowances.  The 
practice  before  the  passage  of  that  bill  was,  in 
settling  the  accounts  of  officers,  to  make  these 
allowances.  Congress  determined  to  put  an  end 
to  that  system  forever;  therefore,  for  the  piupose 
of  accomplishing  that  object,  they  amended  one 
of  the  appropriation  bills,  so  as  to  cut  off  these 
extra  allowance^fVom  officers  of  the  Army.  This 
service  of  Mr.  Hetzel  had  been  rendered  before 
the  passage  of  that  act;  and  if  he  had  been  treated 
like  all  omer  paymasters,  this  commission  would 
have  been  allowed. 

The  reason  whv  this  bill  passed  with  the  una- 
nimity with  whicn  it  did  wnen  it  was  up  before 
Congress  was,  that  Congress  wished  to  mete  out 
to  him  the  same  allowances,  by  this  bill,  which  had 
been  made  to  others  similarly  situated.  He  could 
not  get  the  allowances  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1839, 
which  cut  him  off  before  the  aettlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, althou^  the  service  had  been  rendered 
before.  That  is  my  recollection  of  the  whole 
matter. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  He  paid  over  every  dollar  to 
the  Government. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Perhaps  that  fact  ought 
to  be  remarked.  When  Mr.  Hetzel  settled  his  ac- 
counts, as  the  Senator  haa  remarked,  he  claimed 
the  allowances  usually  made  to  paymasters;  but 
this  law  which  had  been  paased  in  1839,  according 
to  the  construction  of  the  Department,  prevented 
his  receiving  it,  and  instead  of  holding  on  to  the 
percentage  and  allowing  the  Government  to  sue 
him,  he  paid  over  every  dollar,  percentage  and  all, 
and  said  he  would  resort  to  Congress,  and  see  if 
they  would  not  treat  him  precisely  as  all  other 
paymasters  had  been  treated.  I  think  his'  punc- 
tuality and  promptnees  in  settling  his  accounts, 
instead  of  operating  againat  him,  ought  to  operate 
for  him. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  oraered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  ROGER  JONES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Adjutant  General 
Roger  Jones  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  enacta  that  the  accounts  of  Adjutant 
General  Roger  Jones  shall  be  settled  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  on  principles  of 
equity  and  justice,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  allow 
him  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  Adjutant  General 
from  the  time  of  the  reduction  of  the  Army  in 
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1621,  to  March  7,  1835,  whten  he  was  restored  to 
his  rank  and  commisBion  in  the  staff  of  the  Army, 
the  Day  and  emoluments  of  captain  of  artillery 
which  ne  received  during^  the  same  period  being 
first  deducted  therefrom. 

Th^  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  JOSEPH  WATSOJf. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  deceased,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in 
*  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  enacts  that  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  shall 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  executed, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  a  full  release  and 
acquittance  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
against  Joseph  Watson,  as  one  of  the  sureties  of 
Henry  Ashion,  late  Marshal  of  the  District  of 
.  Columbia,  and  that  the  property  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  at  present  held  m  trust  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  said  claim,  be  reconveyed  to 
his  legal  representatives  free  from  such  incum- 
brance. ' 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
was  read. 

It  appears  from  it,  that  the  claim  in  question 
has  been  before  Congress  for  many  yeai's,  and 
reports  for  and  against  it  have  been  made.  The 
services  of  Joseph  Watson,  for  which  his  repre- 
sentatives ask  compeitsation,  were  rendered  and 
sanctioned  by  the  head  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment of  Micnigan.  But  these  services  were  per- 
formed without  any  provision  of  law  regulating 
their  compensation.  The  difficulty  appears  to 
have  been  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  remu- 
neration for  them.  The  services  seem  to  have 
extended  from  the  year  1806  to  1812,  making  six 
years,  during  which  Joseph  Watson  performed, 
when  required  to  do  so,  the  duties  of  superintendent 
and  storekeeper,  for  which  he  received  no  remu- 
neration. In  view  of  the  difficulty  referred  to,  the 
committee  being  desirous  to  do  justice  between  the 
Government  and  the  claimant,  deemed  it  proper  to 
offset  his  claim,  against  a  claim  of  the  Government 
*  against  him  as  one  of  the  sureties  of  Henry  Ash- 
ton,  late  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
appears  from  an  extract  from  tne  docket  of  the 
DOlicitor  of  the  Treasury,  annexed  to  the  report, 
that  at  the  November  term  in  1849,  a  verdict  was 
rendered  in  the  United  States  District  Court  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  case  of  James  Wil- 
liams, one  of  the  six  sureties  of  Henry  Ashton, 
for  1^,150.  It  further  appears,  from  the  letter  of 
the  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  an- 
nexed to  the  report,  that  in  1842  the  representatives 
of  Joseph  Watson  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whereby  his  indebted- 
ness to  the  United  States,  as  one  or  the  Sureties  of 
Henry  Ashton,  was  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Government.  The  debt  thus  secured  amounted 
to  $1,375,  for  which  a  deed  of  trust  on  real  estate 
in  this  city  was  conveyed  to  the  Government.  It 
appears  tnat  of  the  appropriations  made  for  the 
c:)ntinffeni  expenses  of  tne  Territory  of  Michigan, 
from  tne  year  1806  to  the  year  1812,  there  re- 
mained in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January, 
1813,  a  balance  of  $1 ,050.  No  part  of  that  appro- 
priation appears  to  have  been  paid,  on  account  of 
the  Indian  Department  or  to  Joseph  Watson. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  in 
which  the  liability  on  the  part  of  Joseph  Watson 
had  its  origin,  and  the  fact  admitted  on  all  sides 
t'lnt  the  services  for  which  compensation  is  at 
present  demanded  were  actually  rendered,  but  not 
pjiid  for,  while  this  balance  of  $1,050  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
nearly  the  amount  of  said  liability ,  remained  in  the 
Treasury,  the  committee  deemea  it  just  that  one 
should  be  regarded  as  an  offset  against  the  other. 
The  committee  gave  evidence  showing  the  value 
of  the  service,  and  concluded  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  the  bill  should  be  passed.  * 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  would  like  to  hear  the 
bill  read  again,  f  wish  to  see,  if  we  undertake  by 
this  bill  to  discharge  one  of  the  sureties,  how  far 
it  is  to  operate  on  the  others. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    It  will  discharge  them  all. 

Mr.  RUSK.  It  would  generally  release  them 
all;  but  if  the  honorable  Senator  had  attended  to 
the  reading  of  the  report  he  would  have  perceived 
that  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  the 
GoTemroent  and  the  sureties  by  which  each  became 


surety  for  his  own  proportion.  These  representa- 
tives of  Joseph  Watson  became  sureties  for  their 
proportion;  and  to  seAire  it  they  enranted  to  the 
Government  a  deed  of  trust.  The  bill  will  not  go 
any  further. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  The  explanation  is  suffi- 
cient. I  was  unable  to  hear  the  report  when  read. 
I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case;  but 
as  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Texas,  the  peti- 
tioner performed  services  which  may  be  offset 
against  his  liability  as  surety. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  some  two  or  three 
sessions  ago,  I  investigated  this  case,  and  made 
this  report.  At  the  last  session,  on  a  full  investi- 
^tioi),  this  bill  passed  the  Senate  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. There  is  a  mass  of  testimony  in  the  case 
which  has  been  collected  by  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  deceased.  He  has  long  since  de- 
ceased. His  representatives  are  females,  and  it 
was  with  consiaerable  difficulty  that  they  could 
collect  this  testimony.  This  judgment  of  the 
United  States  against  them  is  levied  upon,  and  in 
fact  secured  by  the  only  property  which  they  have; 
when,  if  the  claim  had  oeen  pursued  at  the  right 
time,  there  would  have  been  aosolutely  due  by  the 
Government  of  the  United-States  to  Joseph  Wat- 
son's representatives  a  larger  sum,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  A  difficulty  with  this  case  is,  that 
it  has  lain  over  for  a  number  of  years.  The  in- 
vestigation showed  that  he  performed  these  servi- 
ces— that  under  one  appointment  he  performed  the 
services  pertaining;  to  one  or  two  other  appoint- 
ments. The  testimony  goes  on  to  show  uirther, 
that  in  a  critical  time  on  the  northwestern  frontier 
his  services  were  invaluable. 

There  is  a  circumstance  alluded  to  in  the  report 
which  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  the 
Government  at  that  time  intended  to  pay  him  for 
these  additional  services.  In  the  annual  appropri- 
ation for  that  Department  there  remains  unex- 
pended upwards  of  |1,000 — almost  the  amount 
asked  to  be  released.  The  testimony  is  ample  and 
full  that  he  was  a  faithful  officer;  that  he  dis- 
charged those  duties  Over  and  above  those  properly 
pertaining  to  his  appointment,  and  that  those  du- 
ties accrued  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  Now, 
under  such  circumstances,  Mrith  a  very  doubtful 
claim  a^inst  hitA,  created  by  his  generosity  to- 
wards his  friend,  amounting  to  about  ft  1,300,  the 
question  is,  will  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  on  such  a  showing  as  this,  and  when,  I 
have  no  doubt,  if  the  claim  had  been  pursued  in 
proper  time,  it  would  have  been  a  much  larger 
amount,  as  a  hard-hearted  creditor  enforce  this 
judgment  a^nst  his  heirs,  and  turn  them  out  of 
the  last  vestige  of  property  that  they  have? 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  The  Senator  from  Texas 
has  stated  a  fact  on  which  this  case  may  well'  rest. 
He  says  the  evidence  was  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  petitioner  had  a  claim  for  services 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  liability — a  claim  that 
was  ejquitable  antf  just.  That  is  satisfactory  to 
my  mind,  and  I  withdraw  all  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  tliird  reading. 

MRS.  DADE. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Dade,  widow  of  the  late  Major  F.  L. 
Dade,  of  the  United  States  Arjny.  It  enacts  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  directed  to  place 
the  name  of*  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dade,  widow  of  Major 
F.  L.  Dade,  deceased,  late  of  the  United  States 
Army,  on  the  pension  roll  from  and  after  the  18th 
of  December,  1848,  for  and  during  her  natural  life, 
at*  the  same  rate  of  pension  she  has  heretofore  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  bill,  as  its  title  imports, 
is  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Major 
Dade,  of  the  United  States  Army.  Major  Dade 
fell  at  the  commencement  of  the  Seminole  war,  in 
Florida,  in  the  year  1835.  He  fell  in  that  battle 
which  is  known  in  the  history  of  that  war  as 
**Dade*s  Massacre,"  when  he  and  all  his  com- 
mand, save  two,  were  massacred  by  the  Seminoles. 
This  bill  passed  the  Senate  during  the  last  Con- 
gress without  any  opposition.  It  went  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  there  shared  the 
fate  of  all  bills  of  that  character.  I  hope  it  will  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  Senate,  without  any  further 
comments  on  my  part,  to  pass  the  bill  with  the 
same  unanimity  tney  passed  it  at  the  last  Con- 
gress. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 


amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  « 
third  reading. 

ALI.EN  G.  JOHNSTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allen  G.  Johnston  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senateproceeded  to 
consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  paui 
to  Allen  U.  Johnston,  of  the  State  of  Florida,  the 
value  of  certain  subsistence  stores  turned  over  by 
him  as  captain  of  a  company  of  Florida  moanted 
militia  at  the  time  he  was  mustered  out  of  service, 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1840,  to  J.  B.  Collins, 
quartermaster  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
but  not  credited  to  him  by  said  Collins  in  his  re- 
turn to  the  Treasury  Dqsartment;  the  amount  so 
paid  not  to  exceed  tne  sum  of  ^123  63. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

RICHARD  CHANEY  AND  OTHERS. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Chaney  and  others. 

It  enacts  that  the  land  officers  for  the  district  of 
Fairfield,  in  Iowa,  shall  be  thereby  authorized  to 
examine  into  and  adjudicate,  on  their  own  merils, 
subject  to  the  revision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  the  claims  under  the  pre- 
emption act  of  June  19,  1834,  to  the  lands  on 
which  the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington, 
in  Iowa,  are  situated,  under  instructions  that  nave 
been  or  may  be  prescribed  in  relation  thereto,  and 
independent  of  tne  appropriations  made  of  these 
lands  for  town  sites,  oy  tne  acta  of  July  2, 1836, 
and  of  March  3,  1837.    If  the  said  land  officers 
shall  decide  that  any  of  the  said  claims  would  have 
been  good  and  valid  under  said  preemption  laws 
and  instructions,  if  the  lands  covered  by  said 
claims  shall  be  appropriated,  they  shall  proceed, 
under  the  instruction  of  the  General  Lana  Office, 
to  ascertain  from  disinterested  testimony  the  value 
of  the  lands  covered  by  such  claims  at  the  Ume 
the  claimants  were  deprived  of  them  by  their  appro- 
priation for  town  sites,  and  also  the  value  or  any 
lot  oMots,  if  there  be  such,  purchased  by  sucn 
claimants  under  the  acts  of  July  2,  18S6,  and 
March  3,  1837,  as  aforesaid;  all  which  they  shall 
certify  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.    And  it  further  enacts,  that  if  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  be  sat- 
isfied, by  sufficient  evidence,  of  the  correctness  of 
the  decisions  of  the  land  officers  and  the  value  of 
the  lands,  he  shall  deduct  therefrom  the  value  of 
said  lands  at  f^l  25  per  acre,  and  also  the  value  of 
any  and  all  lands,  it  such  there  be,  in  either  of  the 
said  towns  purohased  by  any  of  the  said  claim- 
ants, under  the  acts  of  July  2,  1836,  and  Marcfc 
3,  1837,  and  pay  the  balance  to  the  claimants 
or  their  legal  representatives,  in  certificates  of 
location,  at  the  rate  of  |1  25  per  acre,  which 
shall  be  located  on  any  unsettled  or  unimproved 
lands  within   Fairfied  district:  provided  that  pre- 
vious to  such  certificate  being  located  the  claimants, 
or  their  legal  representatives,  shall  file  with  the 
laud  office  a  relinquishment  of  aU  rifht,  thle,  and 
interest,  in  and  to  all  the  lands  on  which  the  said 
towns  are  situated;  and  provided ^Nfurther,  that  no 
claim  shall  be  adjudicatea  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  which  shall  not  be  presented  within  six 
months  after  its  passage;  nor  shall  any  certificates 
be  located  which  shall  not  be  presented  within 
ei^tevn  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  t&  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

RUFU8  DWINELL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwinell  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  Rnfus 
Dwinell  the  sum  of  |13,037  72,  with  interest  from 
March  4,  1837;  the  sum  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Mr.  HUNTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads;  and  it  was  read. 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1837,  James  Thomas, 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  Postmaster  General  for  carrying  a  daily  mail 
between  certain  points  therein  specified,  which 
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contract  was  to  remain  in  force  fbr  four  years  from 
ihe  Uoie  of  tu  date,    Subaequentty,  in  consequence 
W  dR  embarrassed  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
putneDt,  the  serrice  was  reduced  to  tri-weekly, 
•od  for  several  months  of  the  year  there  was  no 
prriee  whatever,  with  a  view  to  a  reduction  in  the 
m>csiif  1  «f  the  Post  Ofltce  Department.    The  con- 
miln'  had  made  all  his  arrangements  for  a  daily 
IMMportation  t>f  the  mails,  and  for  that  purpose 
Jid  sbtained  the  best  carriages  and  horses.    It 
wm  aeoessary  for  him,  when  the  change  was  made, 
l»keep  on  tSe  road  a  fuU  force  half  employed,  or 
fe  len  his  stock  at  a  great  loss  at  a  season  when 
that  description  of  property  was  not  in  demand. 
Under  these  circumAances,  the  contractor  felt  him- 
self bo«nd  to  be  in  readiness  to  adhere  to  the  terms 
of  his  original  contract*    He  presented  his  account 
to  the  Department  as  if  the  service  had  been  ren- 
dered.  The  Post  Office  Department  paid  him  more 
than  they  would  have  paid  for  ihe  reduced  service, 
anountmgto  $919  8t  addftionaU  *  Colonel  Thom- 
as, the  contractor,  requested  that  suit  mieht  be 
broaght  aeainst  him  for  the  balance  claimed  to  be 
doe,  and  ue  trial  took  place  before  the  circuit  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  March  term, 
IB41«    The  jury,  instead  of  finding  a  firdict  for 
the  baUnce,  found  a  verdict  of  |13,037  79,  with 
fDlerest  from  March  4,  1837,  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Thomas.    No  exception  was  taken  on  the  part  of 
iheOovemment  to  the  verdict.    The  plea  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  for  havinr  dissJlowed  part 
of  ifce  amount  was,  that  there  had  been  a  change  in 
the  service  with  the  assent  of  the  contractor,  and 
dad  the  contrast  might  be  changed.    In  answer  to 
dns,  it  was  proved  that  Mr.  Brown,  an  officer  of 
h^  r^nk  in  the  Department,  had  notified  the  con- 
iNteiors,  Colonel  Tnomas  among  others,  that  so 
sooo  as  the  Department  would  be  able  to  do  so,  it 
wsofcl  make  everything  rieht.    The  committee  did 
asc  lecognixe  the  right  of  either  party  to  cancel  or 
alter  the  contract  wimout  mutual  consent,  in  which 
mm  it  could  only  be  done,  as  they  think,  by  an  in- 
sbBOieat  of  equal  solemnity  with  the  original  con- 
tact. In  the  presentcase  no  such  formal  change  took 
flase.    Although.,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, ihe  verdicts  of  juries  do  not  always  furnish  a 
wy  nfe  standard  for  measuring  the  liabilities  of 
Iks  Gh>veminent,  yet,  und^r  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case,  they  cannot  but  believe  that 
ihey  ean  fiad  |io  better  j^de.    The  jury  was 
tnmpnsfd  of  men  of  intelligence  and  respectabil- 
ity, which  is  attested  in  the  strongest  manner  -by 
the  highest  antJiority;  and  the  court  is  universally 
•teiaed  to  be  one  of  great  experience,  of  exten- 
wm  kgal  knondedge,  and  of  entire  impartiaiitv. 
Tht  teolractor  was  unable  of  himself  to  proviae 
^HMue  of  carrying  out  his  contract.    The  pres- 
■,  among  others,  made  advances  for 
To  save  himself,  Mr.  Dwinell  was 
lo  purchase  the  claims  of  other  parties, 
ikii  ift  probability,  looked  to  the  original  con- 
tetts  a  source  of  reimbursement;  ana  the  com- 
■Nee  consider  that  the  faith  of  the  Oovernment 
vm  implicdlv,  if  not  expressly,  pledged  to  his 
ftyiMBt.    The  committee,  after  the  most  mature 
•QMderation,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
•loight  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Dwinell. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
Making  out  of  it  the  words  **  with  interest  from 
lW4th  of  March,  1837."  1  believe  it  is  not  the 
^tfOOoe  of  the  Glovemraent  to  pay  interest  on 
chuaM  sfldnst  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  I  know  very 
veil  what  the  rule  of  the^ovemment  has  been  in 
rdation  to  interest;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
one  of  the  cases  within  the  rule  which  the  Gov- 
cnuaent  itself  has  adopted.  There  are  certain 
cnes  which  have  alwayj^  met  the  favorable  con- 
xderatioa  of  Confess,  wherein  interest  has  been 
■Rowed  to  the  individual  where  payment  has  been 
Myed,  not  by  the  remissness  of  the  person  to 
vhom  the  money  was  due,  but  by  the  failure  of 
^  Oovernment  to  pay  him.  Now,  this  report  is 
predicated,  and  this  claim  rests,  upon  the  decision 
of  a  juKy;  and  that  decision  shows  that  this  amount 
«u  due  to  the  person  at  that  time.  Certainly,  if 
Ume  is  any  safe  basis  for  our  action,  it  should 
be  that  of  a  jury  of  the  country  where  there  has 
been  a  trial,  and  witnesses  have  been  examined  by 
tbe  Government  and  by  the  claimant  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  adjudicating  and  determining  the  sum 
m.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  is  one 
eC  thai  ciass  of  cases  where  the  claimant  is  equi- 
Wy  «MitM  to  interest. 


Mr.  WHITCOMB.  Why  has  not  this  claim 
been  presented  before? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  have  been  applications 
made  befot%,  and  if  I  am  asked  why  it  has  not 
been  granted,  I  can  give  the  same  reason  that  ap- 
plies to  other  cases:  the  want  of  du^ diligence  on 
the  part  W  Senators  and  Representatives.  I  think 
this  is  one  of  that  class  of  cases  where  this  com- 
mittee have  been  right.  It  is  true,  I  am  this  year 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  I  gave  my  concurrence  to  the  re- 
port. It  was,  however,  matured  at  a  previous 
session,  when  I  was  not  a  member  of  this  commit- 
tee. I  think  that  the  claimant  is  equitably  entitled 
to  interest. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  feel  the  force  of  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  If  interest 
should  be  allowed  in  this  case,  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  not  be  allowed  in  every  other  case.  It  is 
said  that  interest  should  be  allowed  because  the 
claim  is  due;  and  the  same  is  said  in  relation  to 
every  other  claim  presented  here.^  I  do  not  think 
that  the  verdict  or  a  jury  gives  it  any  particular 
force,  or  gives  it  a  better  right  to  interest  than 
other  claims  presented  here.  The  United  States 
does  not  aUow  itself  to  be  sued ;  and  why  f  Be- 
cause it  is  afraid  to  trust  itself  in  the  hands  of 
juries.  This  is  an  indirect  mode  of  accomplishing 
what  the  law  does  not  allow,  and  what  the  policy 
of  the  Government  is  opposed  to.  Whether  that 
policy  be  right  or  wrong,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say; 
Ddt  such  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Oovernment. 
I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  claim  is  due  at  all.  I 
am  not  satisfied  but  that  the  change  in  the  mail 
service  was  according  to  the  agreement  of  both 
parties;  and  I  do  not  bislieve  it  requires  an  instru- 
ment under  seal  to  change  the  agreement.  But  I 
have  not  examined  the  matter;  and,  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  report 
this  sum  to  be  due,  I  am  willing  to  let  that  go,  but 
I  cannot  consent  to  allow  interest.  If  we  establish 
this  precedent;  if  we  allow  interest  in  this  case,  I 
do  not  see  why  we  can  refuse  it  in  any  other  case 
in  which  the  Government  owes  a  debt.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  Congress  did  not  act  upon  the 
case  fit  the  time;  because  that  would  cover  a  vast 
amount  of  money,  and  a  great  many  cases  hang- 
ing over  here  from  year  to  year.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  aj^e  to  the  amendment,  and  not  consent 
to  allow  interest. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  made  the  r^ort  in  this  case 
aAer  a  very  full  investigation  of  all  the  papers  re- 
lating to  it.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  fully  a  legal  cUiim 
against  the  Government.  Certainly  it  is  a  very 
strong  equitable  claim  which  the  individual  has. 
As  the  report  states,  the  contract  was  made  by  an 
individual  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  with- 
out any  reservation  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  contract.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Department  from  an 
embarrassment,  which  was  supposed, at  the  time, 
to  be  temporary  only,  that  it  was  changed,  and 
with  the  assurance  to  the  contractor  that  what 
was  right  in  the  premises  should  be  done.  The 
contractor  had  gone  on  and  stocked  the  road.  He 
had  made  all  the  necessary  preparations,  and  gone 
to  all  the  expense  necessary  to  complying  with  the 
contract.  He  was  enabled  to  comply  with  the 
contract  by  advances  made  to  him  by  nis  friends, 
but  was  unable  to  do  it  himself.  By  the  arrange- 
ment which  was  afterwards  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  Department,  this  heavy  loss  fell, 
not  upon  tne  contractor,  but  upon  those  who^ad 
made  these  advances  to  enable  him  to  comply  with 
his  contract. 

There  is  a  m^  of  testimony  in  the  case.  The 
testimony  before  the  jury  was,  that  the  assurances 
mentioned  in  his  petition,  and  in  the  report,  were 
made  from  the  Department  itself.  That  they  were 
intended  to  be  fairly  performed  at  the  time,  there 
is  not  any  reason  to  doubt;  because  the  Depart- 
ment paid  him  an  amount  larger  than  the  reduced 
service,  which  they  had  made  to  relieve  a  tempo- 
rary derangement  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
They  had  overpaid  him  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
dollara.  They  sued  him  to  recover  that  amount; 
and  then  those  individuals  who  advanced  the 
money  come  forward  and  make  the  claim.  In 
place  of  paying  this  claim ,  the  Department  charged 
the  contractor  with  having  received  nine  hundred 
dollara  mora  than  he  was  entitled  to,  under  the 
reduction  of  the  service  made  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  to  relieve  the  service  for  the  time  being. 
AU  parties  consented  that  a  suit  should  be  brought. 
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It  is  brought  here,  near  the  Department,  whera 
the  testimony  could  all  be  taken,  and  where  tho 
United  States  prosecuted  the  claim  against  the  in- 
dividual by  respectable  counsel,  befora  a  hiehly 
respectable  jury.  The  testimony  is,  that  the  jury 
were  highly  respectable  men.  This  jury,  sworfi 
to  do  justice  and  equity  between  the  parties,  in- 
stead of  giving  a  verdict  of  nine  hundred  dollam 
for  the  Government,  gave  a  verdict  against  the 
Gk>vemment  for  the  amount  named  in  the  bill. 

There  are  peculiar  circumstances  in  this  case 
which  render  it  peculiariy  hard  to  the  individual 
who  now  makes  this  claim.  He  made  advancea 
to  (he  contractor,  but  the  contractor  gave  the  pre- 
ference to  other  persons  who  had  made  advances 
to  him.  In  order  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of 
this  security,  whatever  it  might  be;  in  order  to  get 
back  tlie  amount  which  he  had  actually  ad  vahced, 
this  indiridual  had  to  go  into  the  market  and  pur- 
chase the  rights  of  those  who  were  ^efore  him. 
So  that  he  had  not  only  advanced  money  to  the 
Gt)vemment,  but  he  has  had  to  go  into  the  mar- 
ket and  take  up  liabilities,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  try  to  get  the  benefit  of  his  daim.  This  partic- 
ular circumstance  seems  to  me  to  present  a  very 
strong  case;  and  I  am  free  to  say,  if  i  were  a  party 
in  interest,  1  could  not  consent,  with  my  conscience 
and  my  notions  of  rig^ht  and  wrong,  to  refuse  to 
pay  the  individual  the  interest  as  well  as  the  pria- 
cipal. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  confess  that 
after  hearing  the  Senator  from  Texas,  I  cannot 
see  that  his  argument'  touches  the  ouestion  con- 
nected with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  Like  ev^ry  other  claim  that  comes  be- 
fore us,  if  we  allow  it,  we  allow  it  upon  the  ground 
that  it  id  just,  and  either  a  legal  or  an  equitable 
claim  against  the  Government.  But  the  ^enerid 
rule  is,  that  the  Government  does  not  allow  interest 
on  claims  against  itself.  Now,  what  distinction 
has  been  pointed  out  which  makes  this  case  dif- 
ferent from  any  other?  It  is  the  case  of  a  claim 
ascertained  by  a  jury«  if  you  will.  Claims  may 
be  ascertainea  in  other  modes,  but  they  are  all 
supposed  to  be  just  claims  against  the  Government 
when  passed.  If  the  general  rule  is  not  to  allow 
interest,  what  reason  is  there,  and  what  reason 
have  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  presented 
why  interest  should  be  allowed  in  this  case  ?  If 
the  rule  is  not  right,  rescind  it  in  alt  cases,  imd  pay 
interest  in  every  case;  but  if  the  rule  be  wise  and 
necessary,  as  I  believe  it  is,  the  exceptions  must 
be  few  and  rare  in  which  tlie  Government  can  pay 
interest  upon  a  daim  against  it.  I  shall  feel  my- 
self impelled  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  this  claim  of  in- 
terest ougjiit  not  to  be  allowed.  I  sec  nothing  in 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Texas,  to  bring 
this  as  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that  tlie 
Government  Mrill  not  pay  interest  oii  cleums  against 
it.  » 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  I  may  have  been  mis- 
underatood  in  a  point  which  I  designed  to  make  a 
few  momenu  since.  What  I  meant  to  say  was 
this:  that  this  was  a  sum  determined  upon  by  a 
jury,  who  had  heard  the  evidence  in  a  legal  trial 
between  the  parties,  and  that  it  ought  to  stand 
higher  in  our  estimation  than  it  would  stand  on 
tliat  evidence  which  is  of  an  tx  parte  character, 
furnished  to  a  committee  here.  Besides,  if  it  had 
been  a  judgment  against  an  individual,  the  judg- 
ment would  have  been  enforced  by  the  party  in 
whose  favor  the  judgment  was  given.  He  would 
have  been  entitled  to  recover  that  amount,  and 
would  have  received  what  would  have  been  equiv- 
alent to  that  sum  with  interest  now. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  no  general  rule  that  may 
include  this  case.  But  there  are  particular  coses, 
and  they  are  very  numerous,  as  the  Senator 
knows,  where  interest  is  allowed;  and  I  insist  that 
this  is  one  of  those  excepted  cases,  which  has  at 
least  as  much  eouity  as  tnose  which  are  favorably 
considered  by  tne  Senate.  This  is  my  view  of 
the  matter;  and  inasmuch  as  the  claimant  here,  if 
he  could  have  the  right  to  enforce  this  judgment, 
would  have  the  right  to  enforce  it  with  interest,  I 
hope  we  will  allow  him  interest.  And  we  must 
consider  that  the  claim  comes  to  our  favorable 
consideration  by  having  passed  the  scrutiny  which 
it  must  have  passed  through  before  a  jury. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  gentlemen 
seem  to  be  divided  on  the  question,  simply  not 
whether  the  principal  should  be  paid  here,  but 
whether  interest  upon  the  daim  shall  be  paid. 
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AHhouj^h  the  total  amount  in  this  case  is  quite 
small.  It  is  a  question  of  very  vital  importance- 
one  tnat  has  occupied  a  great  share  or  public  at- 
tention dunnf^  the  past  few  years,  and  one  that 
pmy  occupy  it  still  more  during^  the  coming  year. 
Standing  here,  representing  the  State  of  Florida, 
I  have  to  say,  that  perhaps  that  State  is  more  in- 
terested at  this  moment  in  the  question  whether 
this  GoTemment  is  bound  to  pay  interest  on  ad- 
judicated claims,  than  jmy  other  State  in  the 
Union.  I  could  refer  to  a  Tcry  able  opinion  on 
that.point,  recently  pronounced  by  a  Federal  judge; 
but  it  may  not  be  pertinent  to  this  question. 

This  sum  has  already  been  adjudicated  upon  by 
the  consent  of  the  country;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  country  will  ^  behind  the  adjudi- 
cation— eo  behind  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  in 
search  of  what  it  was  that  influenced  the  minds  of 
the  jury.  I  think  the  United  States  are  con- 
duded.  They  have  submitted  to  the  suit:  they 
are,  therefore,  conchided.  How  can  they  inquii^ 
why  it  was  that  the  jury  found  this  sum?  They 
must  pay  it.  And  then  the  question  of  interest 
comes  up.  Erery  Senator  concedes  that  the  Gk>v- 
emment  is  forcM  to  do  justice  by  paying  the 

Srinoipal.  The  principle  that  the  Government 
oes  not  pay  interest  is  based  upon  the  princi- 
ple, that  sne  is  always  ready  to  pay;  and  that  the 
neglect  to  pav  arises  from  the  lidut  of  the  claim- 
ant, from  a  aelay  to  prosecute  the  claim  in  time. 
I  go  further,  and  say  that  Congress  has  in  no 
ease  set  forth  the  doctrine  that  the  Government 
will  never  pav  interest.  It  is  a  mere  rule  of  the 
accounting  omcers.  The  rule  has  been  adhered  to : 
but  it  is  an  unjust  one.  And  one  of  the  earliest 
eases  where  this  rule  was  enforced,  arose  under 
the  Florida  treaty.  By  an  article  of  that  treaty, 
those  individuals  w^o  had  claims  under  the  old 
Spanish  rule  of  Florida — ^who  had  claims^  when 
ilorida  was  under  the  Spanish  flag-^t  was  pro- 
vided tha^  such  should  have  their  claims  adjudi- 
cated by  due  course  of  law.  The  Gk>vemment 
failed  to  provide  a  due  course  of  law  for  their  ad- 
judication. Those  claimants  were  kept  out  bv  no 
isdbet  of  their  own,  but  clearly  by  the  fault  of'^  the 
Government.    And  when  a  law  was  provided,  it 

r  temporary  in  its  character,  and  insufficient  to 
w  time  to  claimants  to  make  their  claims  good. 
The  law  contemplated  that  the  claim  should  to  ad- 
judicated or  reported  by  the  commissioner  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  to  examine 
the  evidence  and  allow  or  discharge  the  claim  at 
his  discretion.  And  at  that  time,  shortly  after 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  in  the  yej^  lo21,  his 
discrtuon  was  to  disallow  interest;  although 
interest  was  justly  due  to  the  parties,  and  they  had 
suffered  in  consequence  of  tne  negligence  of  the 
Government.  \  apprehend  that  this  doctine  has 
derived  additional  strength  fh>m  the  position 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then  took.  I 
apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  question  is  not  very 
eieariy  before  the  Senate,  whether  we  ought  or 
ought  not  tp  pay  interest  as  a  general  rule.  If  we 
pay  interest  m  this  case,  we  do  not  establish  a 
precedent  for  the  payment  of  interest  in  all  cases; 
and  even  if  we  did«so,  the  bill  should  have  my 
support. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  am  unable 
to  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Florida.  I  oon- 
ttder  the  rule  denying  interest  a  wise  one,  because 
the  tendency  always  is,  according  to  ray  observa- 
tion in  these  claims,  to  delay  them.  The  Senator 
takes  a  position  to  which  J  am  perfectly  willing  to 
assent — that  the  Government  it  always  suppMed 
to  be  ready  to  pay,  and  therefore  does  not  pay  in- 
terest because  the  principle  is  that  the  delay  flows 
from  the  (seAet  of  the  claimant.  I  say  that  that 
principle  applies  here  with  all  its  force.  The 
claimant  hers  had  the  evidence  of  hie  claim, arising 
iVom  the  verdict  of  a  jury  as  early  as  the  year 
1841.  Why  then  was  not  the  claim  presented  to 
Congress  long  before  this?  If  he  chooses  to  let 
it  be  delayed,  is  the  Gk>vemment  bound  to  pay  in-, 
terest  in  the  vnUvnm  9  Has  the  Government  not 
been  able  to  pay  in  the  mUrim?  Htm  the  Gov- 
ernment not  naa  any  money  which  it  could  have 
disbursed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  party 
when  he  had  the  full  evidence  or  the  character  of 
his  claim  in  1841?  Upon  what  principle,  then, 
can  he  ask  interest  from  us  from  the  time  of  the 
rendition  of  the  verdict?  I  submit,  therefore,  if 
this  principle  be  trufr— and  I  think  it  is  sound— that 
where  a  party  has  a  claim  against  the  Government, 
the  Government  im  supposM  to  be  ready  to  pay  it 


if  it  is  a  good  one;  and  if  it  is  not  paid,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  it  arises  fVom  kiches  on  his  part; 
if  he  dqes  not  present  his  claim  for  ten  years  afler^ 
obtaining  full  evidence,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,* 
of  its  amount,  he  should  be  debarred  from  obtain- 
ing interest. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr,  President,  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware is,  that  the  Government  refuses  to  pay  inter- 
est upon  a  sort  of  legal  presumption.  Now,  can- 
not tne  legal  presunoption  be  removed  by  a  state  of 
facts  adverse  to  it?  It  has  been  done  in  numberless 
instances  of  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for 
debts  which  were  due.  It  is  not  by  means  of  his 
laehei  that  this  daimant  does  not  receive  this 
amount  of  money;  but  it  is  because  it  is  refVised  to 
him  by  the  Department.  They  brinjg;  suit  with 
his  consent.  He  waives  the  jurisdiction,  and  al- 
lows Uiem  to  bring  suit  in  this  District,^  where  the 
testimony  can  all  be  obtained.  This  is  certainly 
the  prosecution  of  the  claim,  because  he  comes  be- 
fore the  jury  and  submits  proof  of  the  validity  of 
his  claim.  Does  not  this  rebut  that  presump- 
tion? 

But  the  committee  went  behind  the  verdict  of 
the  jury.  I  know  that  many  objections  are  raised 
to  tne  verdicts  of  juries  against  the  Gk>vemment 
of  the  United  States.  I  luow  they  are  liable  to 
very  many  and  very  serious  objections.  The  com- 
mittee dia  not  take  the  verdict  of  the  jury  without 
an  investigation  of  the  testimony  upon  which  the 
verdict  was  given.  From  the  testimony,  they  be- 
came satisfiM  that,  the  verdict  was  a  correct  one, 
and  that  the  debt  was  due  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  It  seems  to  me  that  these 
facts  are  amply  sufficient  to  do  Away  with  any 
presumption  which  could  relieve  the  Crovemment 
from  the  payment  of  interest. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  to  be  excused,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, for  saying  one  word  after  the  aigument  which 
has  been  made.  The  particular  proposition  here 
is,  whether  the  G^ovemment  is  bound  to  pay  inter- 
est on  debts  admitted  by  the  Government,  or  ascer- 
tained to  be  due  by  the  Gk>vemment,  to  States  or 
individuals.  I  think  the  sound  legal  mind  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Florida  will  at  once  see 
the  fallacy  of  the  distinction  which  he  attempted 
to  draw  bietween  this  and  ordinary  cases.  The 
verdict  of  the  jury  does  not  decide  the  case;  it  only 
ascertains  the  amount  of  indebtedness.  Conceding 
that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  only  ascertains  the 
amount  of  indebtedness,  it  only  does  that  which 
the  Senate  ascertains  in  reference  to  every  claim 
which  is  brought  before  this  .body.  Wnen  the 
Senate  decide  in  any  one  of  the  claims  which  are 
brought  before  them,  we  ascertain  that  upon  a  par- 
ticular day  a  particular  service  was  rendered,  or  a 
particular  amount  of  money  was  due  by  the  Gk>v- 
emment  to  an  individual.  The  Senate's  ascer- 
tainment of  the  fact  of  the  indebtedness  at  the  par- 
ticular time,  is  as  much  an  ascertainment  of  fact, 
as,  is  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  You  can,  therefore, 
invoke  this  verdict  only  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  indebtedness,  on  the  part  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  at  the  time  the  verdict  was  rendered. 

Conceding  the  indebtedness,  the  broad  question 
comes  up:  Is  the  Government  bound  to  pay  in- 
terest? I  am  not  committed  to  the  policy  or  the 
Gk>vemment  heretofore.  I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment, like  individuals,  is  bound,  when  it  owes  an 
honest  debt,  and  I  insist  upon  its  duty  to  pay  in- 
terest upon  it,  as  much  as  1  would  in  the  case  of 
an  individuaL  If  the  Senator  assumes  this  broad 
doctrine,  1  can  go  with  him;  but  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  this  and  every  other  case  in  which 
the  Gk>vemment  has  paid  a  debt  which  has  been 
due  for  any  length  of  time.  If  the  honorable 
Senator,  therefore,  will  put  this  upon  the  broad 
ground,  and  the  Senate  will  understand  that  we  are 
deciding  the  broad  winciplethat,  whenever  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  owes  a  sum  of 
money  to  an  individual  it  is  bound  to  pay  interest 
on  that  sum,  from  the  point  of  time  wnen  it  be- 
comes due,  I  will  go  with  him.  But  there  if  no 
distinction  between  this  and  any  oUier  case. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  the  propoeition  here  is  to  pay  interest 
fW>m  the  time  when  the  proof  of  the  c|^im  was 
made  complete.  In  1837,  the  claimant  prosecuted 
his  claim  and  made  his  proof  complete.  I  know 
that  some  two  or  three  years  ago  I  had  the  honor 
of  serving  upon  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  in 
sundry  cases  we  undertook  to  adopt  the  principle 
that  interest  should  be  paid  from  the  time  when 


the  proof  of  the  claim  against  the  Government 
maae  complete.  In  regard  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest which  has  been  spoken  of,  it  is  a  question 
which  has  been  settled  oy  the  accounting  oAcers 
of  the  Treasury.  I  suppose  it  is  competent  for 
Congress  to  (determine  m  what  ease  it  will,  and 
in  what  case  it  wfll  not  pay  interest.  I  onder- 
stand  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads  to  say  that  in  this  ease,  the 
committee  did^  not  even  rely  upon  the  verdict  of 
the  jury,  but  were  fully  satisfiea  b^  the  evidence 
in  the  case,  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  wAs  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  najrs 
on  my  amendment.    It  is  an  important  qoettioB. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  de«ire  simply  to  ask  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  one  question.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  rendered 
in  1841 — morc^han  ten  years  ago.  The  anfenna* 
tion  which  I  desire  is,  why  mm  not  this  claim 
been  presented  before  ?  Or  was  it  presented  to  the 
propor  Department  immediately  after  the  verdict 
was  rendered  ? 

Mr.  9USK.  My  recollection  of  the  matter  is, 
that  it  was  presented  to  the  Department  immedi- 
ately. This  report  was  made  two  years  ago»  and 
as  a  matter  of  course,  some  of  the  facts  hare  es- 
caped my  recollection.  Of  one  thing  I  am  sore: 
the  daim  was  presented  and  urged  by  these  indi- 
viduals immediately  after  the  perfbrmanoe  of  the 
contract.  It  had  been  pressea  more  than  once. 
Finally  an  understanding  took  place  between  them 
and  the  Department,  that  upon  a  claim  of  nine 
hundred  dollars  said  to  have  been  over  paid  to 
these  individuals,  suits  should  be  instituted*  aiMd 
the  whole  matter  should  go  before  a  jury.  Wheth- 
er application  was  made  to  Congress  before  the 
last  Congress  I  do  not  know.  I  afn  inclined  to 
think  not;  but  I  may  be  mistaken.  My  reooHee- 
tion  is,  however,  that  immediately  after  tne  verdict 
of  the  jury  was  rendered,  they  attempted  tojget 
their  payment  from  the  Department,  but  uSed 
in  that;  and  that  they  made  application  to  Coagrees 
two  years  ago. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  My  inquiry  was,  whether, 
after  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  application  wan  made 
for  the  payment  of  this  sum,  and  when?  The 
United  States  has  no  inflexible  rule  in  rtgard  to 
the  payment  of  interests  The  opinion  of  the 
present  Chief  Justice,  when  he  was  Attorney 
Gcmeral,  is  very  distinct  on  that  subfscsL  The 
United  States  proceed  g^enerally  in  the  payment 
of  claims  upoi^  the  principle  that  thii  Government 
is  always  ready  to  meet  all  just  demands  agmnst 
it.  Now,  assuming  the  fact  on  which  the  <diair- 
man  has  relied,  not  resting  exclusively  upon  the 
verdict  of  the  jury — for  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
a|[ainst  ths  United  States  is  not  always  the  purest 
criterion  of  the  correctness  of  a  claim— -but  as- 
suming the  fact  which  has  been  stated  by  the 
chairman,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  verdict  was  rendered,  and 
that  it  was  satisfactory  to  them;  then  upon  the 
rendering  of  that  verdict  there  was  a  claim  against 
the  United  States  which  is  now  ascertainea  to  be 
just,  and  the  withholding  of  the  payment  of  that 
daim  would,  in  my  judgment,  subject  the  United 
States  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  it.  The  im- 
portant inouiry ,  therefore,  is,  when  was  the  claim, 
after  it  haa  thus  been  ascertained  to  be  just,  fHre- 
sented  to  the  pnmer  Department? 

Mr.  HAMILIN.  W  the  chairman  wiU  allow 
me  to  answer  the  honorable  Senator  from  Gtor- 
gia,  I  will  do  so.  I  cannot  answer  as  to  the  spe- 
cific tim^  when  the  claim  was  pressed  upon  the 
Department,  and  I  am  not  c^rtam  that  the  pjgsers 
show  it;  but  I  can  answer  the  Senator  from  Gteor- 
gia,  that  immediately  after  the  rendition  of  the 
verdict,  within,  at  the  furthest,  a  v«ry  f^w  months, 
the  matter  was  presented  to  me  Department  and 
urged  upon  them.  The  individual  who  #as  the 
contractor  in  this  case  was  a  contractor  for  other 
routes,  and  did  other  servio^.  This  was  mixed 
up  with  other  accounts,  and  he  continued  to  press 
it  to  the  day  of  his  death.  It  has  come  equitably 
into  the  hsjids  of  the  parties  who  no#  prosecvte 
it  as  advancing  the  fUnds  to  su|^>ort  haa  in  his 
contract  with  me  Government. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  do  not  mean  to  make  the 
slightest  distinction  between  the  rights  of  the  ori- 

f'nal  daimant  and  that  of  the  present  daimant;  but 
presume  that  the  report,  better  than  the  recol- 
lection of  individual  Senators,  will  show  the  Ihou 
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cMcarBiDg  Um  delay.    I  should  prefer  myself  to 

take  ame  lo  look  into  these  matters.    If  the  friends 

of  the  h31  do  not  choose  ta  fix  upon  a  time  when 

im  eui  be  ascertained  to  have  been  made 

ktheGoTemp[ient  subsequently  to  the  ascer- 

It  of  its  correctness,  that  will  impose  upon 

as  A»  obligation  to  rote  in  iaroc  of  the  motion  to 

IW  ({oestion  bein^  taken  on  the  amendment, 
hfjmM  and  nays,  resulted — ^yeas  S8,  nays  11*,  as 

TKAM' — ^MeMft.  Bsdnr,  Bsyaid,  Berrien,  Borland, 
iitfar,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Davia,  DawaOn,  Dodge  of  lowai, 
fkjci,  Plah,  6«3r«r,  HiUtar,  Jamaa,  Jones  of  Iowa,  King, 
Mans,  MiOer,  Pearcc.  Pratt,  Seward,  Smith,  Spraanoe, 
tmrnttf^  Us»t  wood,.  Wade,  and  Wbllcomlh- 38. 

WAYO  Memn,  Bradbory,  Brodhead,  Dodge  of  Wiaeon- 
da,  Dewna.  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Houston,  McRaa,  Mailorjr, 
Miaia,  ans  Vaak— 11. 

Sb  die  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  report^  to  4he  Senate  as 
tsieBded,  the  amendment  made  iil  committee  was 
cmcurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
trofid  for  a  third  reading. 

EXTBN8I0N  OF  A  PATENT. 

The  bOl  to  e^ttend  the  patent  heretofbre  granted 
to  John  Sdiley,  of  th«  State  of  Gtorgia,  was  read 
t  ssnM  (fine,  and  the  Senate  proceed  to  con- 
■dor  it  ad  fti  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  enacts  that  the  patentrranted  to  John  Schley, 
•B  ^  77th  of  October,  lS6,  for  k  new  and  use- 
Mi  ia|innrenient  on  the  cotton-gin,  and  the  appK- 
eriliM  of  his  machine  to  a  new  dnd  useful  pur- 
pan  the  packing  and  breaking  of  wool  and  grain , 
ndttfedless  cotton,  and  dislo&inr  and  cleansing 
tea  from  those  sabstance«  which  prevent  them 
Mar  properly  dyed;  also,  for  mixing  cotton  and 
vsol  together  for  carding  purposed— 4>e  extended 
far  die  term  of  fourteen  years  after  the  Expiration 
flf  dtf  temi  Ibr  which  such  patent  was  onginalty 
muMf  and  be  granted  to  the  executors  or  admin- 
iMMm  #f  John  Schley,  now  deceased. 

Mr*  BADQER.  1  would  like  to  incjuiire  fVt>m 
tmi  utcnlibcr  of  the  Committee  on  Patents,  wheth- 
edtat  bin  wds  reported  unanimously  by  the 


llr.  DAWSCJN.    It  was. 
m.  If  ORRIS;    The  bill  was  agreed  upon  by 
Ae  eMiniittee.    No  one  dissented.    Th^  case,  ui 
Aorti  k  tins:  The  original  patentee  died,  and  the 
heM  itmSA  not  makedn  application  seasonably  lit 
ihe  nBtttl^  Office. 
Kt.  BAJDGF-ER.    I  Am  satSiified. 
ttr.BAVIB.    I  notice  that  thid  bill  proposes 
tivMttl  tbStf  patent  for  fourteen  years.  The  law 
for  the  extension  of  patents  only  for 
ti|jjps,  and  it  has  bfeen  (he  policy  of  Cotl* 
^gltoiarfore,  I  belike,  not  to  *create  an  tii- 
mUfKfyt  people  to  come  to  Congress  to  get 
4HMi  by  doubling  the  time^  but  to  limit  die 
iMftte  p^od  fixed  by  la#.  I  therefor^mote 
•Hit oat  "fourteen,"  and  insert  "serfen." 
wtetfidment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  b91  inls 
MMM  t6  the  Senate  as  amended. 

TM  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  made 
|<ygoteimittee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  was 
Mnilo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiitg. 
Ih  iMtibn,  the  Sienate  (hen  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

PiOttAt,  JiMuarif  9,  18SB. 

The  House  met  at  twelre  o'dock,  ta. 

The  JToumal  of  Wednesday  was  read  and  ap- 
pwrtd. 

BAr.  PEASLEE  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
•f  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  of  which  previous 
•oiiee Mbeeo  giv^n, 

)fr.  STEPHENS*  of  Georgia.  I  shall  object 
U>  the  intfodiiction  of  this  bill, and  for  this  reason : 
I  ddak  I  am  right--and  I  ask  the  Chair  if  I  am 
soi— insayinr,  that  if  we  proceed  in 'regular  order, 
QMlsr  the  25tn  rule,  to  call  for  reporu  of  commit- 
>Ms,  it  win  then  be  in  order  to  eaU  for  resolutiotls, 
Md.ss  I  understand  it,  by  the  114th  rule,  these 
Ms csnaU  be  introduced. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  correct; 
why  oaaBimous  consent,  it  is  competent  for  the 
Hoase  to  pass  orer  the  «all  of  committees  for 
wportsu    

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  move,  then,  that  the  Chair 
praeiod  to  call  the  States  for  resolutions,  when  it 


The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  take  that  course. 

Mr.  HOUCTON.  I  desire  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion in  connection  witli  this  subject.  1  am  as 
anxious  as  any  one  that  ^ese  bills  should  be  in- 
troduced and  receive  their  proper  reference;  but  if 
thiJB  course  is  taken,  some  of  tnem  will  give  rise  to 
debate,  ai^d  we  shall  consume  our  whole  time  with 
them.  

Mr.  STEI^HENS.  Not  at  all.  There  can  be 
no  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rule  there  can  be 
no  debate. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Wdl;  I  desire  that  the 
House  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
take  up  the  biU  which  we  had  under  consideration 
when  we  were  last  in  session,  providing  for  the 
pavmem  of  the  last  installment  of  the  Mexican 
moemnity. 

I^RIVATC  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  In  the  absence  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Claims, 
[Mr.  Daniel,]  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  MASON  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Mason  and  Vbnablb  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  71,  noes  58. 

So  the  motion  previiiled. 

The  House  accordinjg^ly  .resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Venablb  in  the 
chair.) 

TUB  VIROINIA  WOOLEN  COMPANT. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  busiiless 
in  order  was  House  bill  No.  30,  for  the  relief  of 
&e  Viiginia  Woolen  Company. 

The  bill  having  been  read  througlf ,  and  there 
being  no  objection,  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported 
to  the  House,  with  a  recoramendmion  that  it  do 
pAta; 

iDWAltD  tVEREtr. 

House  bill  No.  50^  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Everett,  late  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States  Army, 
came  up  next  in  order. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  explanation  of  this  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  by 
whom  all  the  facu  connected  with  the  subject  were 
fully  investigated.  A  precisely  simikur  bill  passed 
the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  was  reported  favora- 
bly upon  by  a  committee  of  this  Ilouse,  and  failed 
here  only  for  want  of  time.  The  bill  provides  for 
the  payment  of  the  claim  of  EUlward  Everett,  for 
services  as  clerk  in  the  duartermaster's  Depart- 
ment during  the  Mexican  war.  Everett  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  first  regiment  Illinois  volunteers, 
in  General  Wool's  column  of  the  Army,  and 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  received  a  pistol-shot  wound  in  the  knee, 
which  permanently  disabled  him.  But  oefore  pro- 
ceeding Airther,  I  would  inquire  of  the  Cnair 
whether  the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case 
has  been  printed?  If  so,  its  reading  will  aid  me 
in  the  explanation  of  the  case. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  report  has  not  been 
printed. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  m{un  column  of  the 
Army  moved  forward  into  Meldco,  but  Everett's 
wound  compelled  him  to  remain  at  San  Antonio. 
On  the  sur^n  's  certificate  of  permanent  inability, 
Everett  forwarded  an  application  to  the  Com- 
manding Oeneral^  now  far  in  Mexico,  for  a  dis- 
charge, to  which  he  was  clearly  entitled;  but  in 
consequence  of  some  misapprehension  on  the  part 
of  his  friends  who  took  charge  of  the  application, 
there  was  returned  to  him,  not  a  dischsWe,  but  a 
furlough  for  the  balance  of  his  term  of  service. 
This  furlough  gave  him  the  richt,  of  course,  to 
the  use  of  his  own  time  during  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  he  had  enlisted.  He 
had  a  perfect  right,  then,  to  return  home  or  go 
whithersoever  he  pleased— a  perfect  right  to  the 
avails  of  such  labor  as  his  crippled  condition  might 
enable  him  tt>  perform.    This  is  clear. 

It  so  happened  that  Captain  Ralston,  the  United 
States  quartermaster  at  San  Antonio,  was  at  that 
time  in  pressing  need  of  the  services  of  an  addi- 


tional clerk  in  his  department,  and  he  engaged 
Everett,  under  an  agreement  to  pay  him  the  same 
compensation  as  was  allowed  to  other  clerks  for 
similar  services.  Everett  served  in  that  capacity, 
most  efficiently  and  satisfactorily,  from  October  to 
June,  when  he  returned  home.  The  Ctuartermas- 
ter  paid  him,  according  to  the  stipulation,  some 
six  nundred  dollars.  This  was  all  right}  but, 
upon  adjustment  of  the  quartermaster's  accounts 
with  the  Department  here,  the  sum  which  he  had 
thus  paid  to  Everett  was  disallowed,  on  the  tech- 
nical ground  that  inasmuch  as  Everett  was  not 
actually  disekarged  from  service,  he  could,  under 
no  circumstances,  receive  for  services  rendered 
the  Government  more  than  a  sergeant's  pay. 
This  decision  of  the  Department  being  made 
known  to  Everett,  he  promptly,  and  from  the 
most  elevated  motives,  refundea  to  the  quarter- 
master. Captain  Ralston,  the  entire  sum  he  had 
received  from  him,  and  he  how  applies  to  Con- 
gress, who  alone  have  the  power,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  do  him  justice. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish  to  inquire—for  I 
know  nothing  about  this  bill — if  this  gentleman 
was  receiving  pay  also  for  his  services  in  the 
Army  while  upon  his  furloush  ? 

Mr.  BISSEXL.  Assuredly  so.  It  is  always 
the  case.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  further  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  I  know  it  to  be  a  meritorious 
one.  I  know  it  of  my  own  personal  knowledge; 
besides,  the  proofs  before  the  committee  were 
ample  and  satisfactory.  Any  man  who  will  pay 
any  attention  to  the  subject,  will  be  satisfied  that 
he  is  entitled  to  what  he  asks,  as  much  so  ak  any 
man  was  ever  entitled  to  a  cent  for  services  ren- 
dered. ^ 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  well  know  it  is  an  ungra- 
cious task  to  oppose  any  private  claim  in  this 
body.  Very  early  in  the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, we  adopted  certain  rules,  and  more  recently 
we  are  disposed  to  trample  those  rules  under  foot. 
A  s  €arly  as  1804,  this  identical  question,  now  ure ed 
upon  us,  was  particularly  before  this  body,  and  oe- 
fore the  other  branch  or  the  Legislatui^.  It  was 
then  decided,  that  in  no  instance  should  we  allow 
a  man  double  pay;  that  when  a  man  enters  the 
service  of  the  Government,  it  is  a  contract  by 
which  he  is  bound  to  bring  with  him  his  ability 
to  perform  the  duties  that  shall  be  assigned  him, 
within  the  scope  of  his  engagement.  Here  is  a 
sergeant,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  BiitELL,]  entering  the  service  and  pay 
of  the  United  States,  being  wounded,  and  while 
receiving  the  compensation  for  which  he  engaged 
to  serv^,  and  by  which  he  bound  himself  to  bnng 
with  him  all  the  energies  and  powers  which  he 
possessed 

Mr.  BISSELL,  (interposing.)  I  still  have  the 
fioor.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  well  as  for  ptbers,  that  in  this  case  he  is  not 
paid  twice.  The  bill  by  its  ooei^ition  deducts 
from  his  pay  as  a  clerk,  what  ne  receive  as  a 
sergeant.  I  nope  that  it  is  understood,  and  that 
it  will  obviate  tne  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 

Ohio. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  wish  to  inouire  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Illinois,  TMr.  Bissbll,] 
whether  the  individual  named  in  this  bill  is  draw- 
ing a  pension  ?  It  was  stated  by  a  gentleman,  that 
he  was  receiving  a  monthly  pension,  if  1  under- 
stood him.  I  wish  to  know  whether  he  is  receiv- 
ing a  pension,  or  whether  he  is  an  applicant  for 

one. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  do  not  know  personally 
whether  he  is,  or  is  not.  I  know  he  ought  to  be, 
because  he  is  disabled  for  life,  having  a  stiff  knee, 
from  a  wound  received  while  in  discharge  of  his 
duties.  But  that  certainly  constitutes  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  receive  a  fair  compensation  for 
services  performed  under  the  circumstances  al- 
ready explained.  I  repeat,  that  this  bill  does  not 
Cropose  to  pay  him  twice.  It  deducts  from  what 
e  was  fairly  entitled  to  as  a  clerk,  that  which  he 
"^  received  as  a  sergeant.  Is  the  gentleman's  difii- 
culty  obviated  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Is  the  gentleman  through? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  prefer,  while  I  am  upon  the 
floor,  to  answer  any  oojections  that  may  arise. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  no  objection  to  state 
what  I  was  about  to  remark.  I  have  no  intenuon 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  long.  I  amnn 
aminority  upon  this  floor,  and  the  responsibility 
is  with  the  majority .  I  shall  give  my  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  known  and  estabhshed  rules  which 
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AHhou^h  the  total  amount  in  this  case  if  quite 
small.  It  is  a  question  of  vary  vital  importance- 
one  that  has  occupied  a  great  share  or  public  at- 
tention during  ^e  past  few  years,  and  one  that 
pmy  occupy  it  still  more  during  the  coming  year. 
Standing  liere,  representing  the  State  of  Florida, 
I  hare  to  say,  that  perhaps  that  State  is  more  in- 
terested at  this  moment  in  the  question  whether 
this  GoTsmment  is  bound  to  pay  interest  on  ad- 
judicated claims,  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  I  could  refer  to*  a  Tcry  able  opinion  on 
that.point,  recently  pronounced  by  a  Federal  judge; 
but  it  may  not  be  pertinent  to  this  question. 

Thia  sum  has  already  been  adjudicated  upon  by 
the  consent  of  the  country;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  country  will  ^  behind  the  adjudi- 
cation—ffo  b^ind  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  in 
search  of  what  it  was  that  influenced  the  minds  of 
the  jury.  I  think  the  United  States  are  con- 
cJuded.  They  have  submitted  to  the  suit:  they 
are,  therefore,  conchidM.  How  can  they  inquire 
why  it  was  that  the  jury  found  this  sum?  They 
must  pay  it.  And  then  the  question  of  interest 
comes  up.  Erery  Senator  concedes  that  the  Gk>v- 
emment  is  forced  to  do  justice  by  paying  the 

Srinoipal.  The  principle  that  the  Government 
oea  not  pay  interest  is  based  upon  the  princi- 
ple, that  sne  is  always  ready  to  pay;  and  that  the 
neglect  to  pav  arises  from  the  laches  of  the  claim- 
ant, (Vom  a  aelay  to  prosecute  the  claim  in  time. 
I  go  Airther,  and  say  that  Congress  has  in  no 
ease  set  forth  the  doctrine  that  the  Gk>vemment 
win  never  pav  interest.  It  is  a  mere  rule  of  the 
accounting  omcers.  The  rule  has  been  adhered  to: 
but  it  is  an  uniust  one.  And  one  of  the  earliest 
eases  where  this  rule  was  enforced,  arose  under 
the  Florida  treaty.  By  an  article  of  that  treaty, 
those  individuals  who  had  claims  under  the  old 
Spanish  rule  of  Florida — who  had  claims^  when 
Florida  was  under  the  Spanish  flag^t  was  pro- 
vided tha^such  should  nave  their  claims  adjudi- 
cated by  due  course  of  law.  The  Gk>vemment 
failed  to  provide  a  due  course  of  law  for  their  ad- 
judication. Those  claimants  were  kept  out  bv  no 
tmekeM  of  their  own,  but  clearly  by  the  fault  or  the 
Government.    And  when  a  law  was  provided,  it 

r  temporary  in  its  character,  and  insufficient  to 
w  time  to  claimants  to  make  their  claims  good. 
The  law  contemplated  that  the  claim  should  he  ad- 
judicated or  reported  by  the  commissioner  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  to  examine 
the  evidence  and  allow  or  discharge  the  claim  at 
his  discretion.  And  at  that  time,  shortly  after 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  in  the  yedt  lo21,  his 
discreaon  was  to  disallow  interest;  although 
interest  was  justly  due  to  the  parties,  and  they  had 
suffered  in  consequence  of  tne  n^ligence  of  the 
Government.  ^  t  apprehend  that  this  doctine  has 
derived  additional  strength  from  the  position 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then  took.  1 
apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  question  is  not  very 
eleariy  before  the  Senate,  whether  we  ought  or 
ought  not  tp  pay  interest  as  a  general  rule.  If  we 
pay  interest  in  this  case,  we  do  not  establish  a 
precedent  for  the  payment  of  interest  in  all  cases; 
and  even  if  we  did^so^  the  bill  should  have  my 
support. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  am  unable 
to  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Florida.  I  oon- 
ttder  the  rule  denying  interest  a  wise  one,  because 
the  tendency  always  is,  according  to  my  observa- 
tion in  these  claims,  to  delay  them.  The  Senator 
takes  a  position  to  which  J  am  perfectly  willing  to 
assent — that  the  Government  iM  always  suppMed 
to  be  ready  to  pay,  and  therefore  does  not  pay  in- 
terest because  the  principle  is  that  the  delay  flows 
from  the  laches  of  the  claimant.  I  say  that  that 
principle  applies  here  with  all  its  force.  The 
elaimant  here  had  the  evidence  of  his  daim, arising 
from  the  verdict  of  a  jury  as  early  as  the  year 
1841.  Why  then  was  not  the  claim  presented  to 
Congress  long  before  this  ?  If  he  chooses  to  let 
it  be  delayed,  is  the  Government  bound  to  pay  in-, 
terest  in  the  interim  f  Has  the  Government  not 
been  able  to  pay  in  the  inUrim?  Htm  tlie  Gov- 
ernment not  naa  any  money  which  it  could  have 
disbursed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  party 
when  he  had  the  full  evidence  or  the  character  of 
his  claim  in  1841  ?  Upon  what  principle,  then, 
can  he  ask  interest  from  us  from  the  time  of  the 
rendition  of  the  verdict?  I  submit,  therefore,  if 
this  principle  be  true — and  I  think  it  is  sound— that 
where  a  party  has  a  claim  against  the  Gt>vemment, 
the  Government  is  supposra  to  be  ready  to  pay  it 


if  it  is  a  ^ood  one;  and  if  it  is  not  paid,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  it  arises  lh>m  laches  on  his  .part; 
if  he  does  not  present  his  claim  for  ten  years  after, 
obtaining  full  evidence,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,' 
of  its  amount,  he  ^ould  be  debarred  from  obtain- 
ing interest, 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware is,  that  the  Government  refuses  to  pay  inter- 
est upon  a  sort  of  legal  presumption.  Now,  can- 
not tne  legal  presunoption  be  removed  by  a  state  of 
facts  adverse  to  it?  It  has  been  done  in  numberless 
instances  of  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for 
debts  which  were  due.  It  is  not  by  means  of  his 
laches  that  this  claimant  does  not  receive  this 
amount  of  money;  but  it  is  because  it  is  reftised  to 
him  by  the  Department.  They  bring  suit  with 
his  consent.  He  waives  the  jurisdiction,  and  al- 
lows them  to  bring  suit  in  this  District,  where  the 
testimony  can  all  be  obtained.  This  is  certainly 
the  prosecution  of  the  claim,  because  he  comes  be- 
fore the  jury  and  submits  proof  of  the  validity  of 
his  claim.  Does  not  this  rebut  that  presump- 
tion? 

But  the  committee  went  behind  the  verdict  of 
the  jury.  I  know  that  many  objections  are  raised 
to  tne  verdicts  of  juries  against  the  Gk>vemment 
of  the  United  States.  I  luow  they  are  liable  to 
very  many  and  very  serious  objections.  Thecom- 
mittee  did  not  take  the  verdict  of  the  jury  without 
an  investigation  of  the  testimony  upon  which  the 
verdict  was  given.  From  the  testimony,  they  be- 
came satisfi^  that, the  verdict  was  a  correct  one, 
and  that  the  debt  was  due  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  It  seems  to  me  that  these 
facts  are  amply  sufficient  to  do  Away  with  any 
presumption  which  could  relieve  the  Government 
from  the  payment  of  interest. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  hope  to  be  excused,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, for  saying  one  word  after  the  argument  which 
has  been  made.  The  particular  proposition  here 
is,  whether  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  inter- 
est on  debts  admitted  by  the  Gh>vemment,  or  ascer- 
tained to  be  due  by  the  Gk>vemment,  to  States  or 
individuals.  I  think  the  sound  legftl  mind  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Florida  will  at  once  see 
the  fallacy  of  the  distinction  which  he  attempted 
to  draw  between  this  and  ordinary  cases.  The 
verdict  of  the  jury  does  not  decide  the  case;  it  only 
ascertains  the  amount  of  indebt^neto.  Conceding 
that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  only  ascertains  the 
amount  of  indebtedness,  it  only  does  that  which 
the  Senate  ascertains  in  reference  to  every  claim 
which  ii  brought  before  this  .body.  Wnen  the 
Senate  decide  in  any  one  of  the  claims  which  are 
brought  before  them,  we  ascertain  that  upon  a  par- 
ticular day  a  particular  service  was  rendered,  or  a 
particular  amount  of  money  was  due  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  an  individual.  The  Senate's  ascer- 
tainment of  the  fact  of  the  indebtedness  at  the  par- 
ticular time,  is  as  much  an  ascertainment  of  tact, 
as,  is  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  You  can,  therefore, 
invoke  this  verdict  only  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing the  indebtedness,  on  the  part  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  at  the  time  the  verdict  was  rendered. 

Conceding  the  indebtedness,  the  broad  question 
comes  up:  Is  the  Government  bound  to  pay  in- 
terest? I  am  not  committed  to  the  policy  or  the 
Gk>vemment  heretofore.  I  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment, like  individuals,  is  bound,  when  it  owes  an 
honest  debt,  and  I  insist  upon  its  duty  to  pay  in- 
terest upon  it,  as  much  as  1  would  in  the  case  of 
an  individuaL  If  the  Senator  assumes  this  broad 
doctrine,  1  can  go  with  him;  but  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  this  and  every  other  case  in  which 
the  Government  has  paid  a  debt  which  has  been 
due  for  any  length  of  time.  If  the  honorable 
Senator,  therefore,  will  put  this  upon  the  broad 
ground,  and  the  Senate  will  understand  that  we  are 
deciding  the  broad  principle- that,  whenever  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  owes  a  sum  of 
money  to  an  individual  it  is  bound  to  pay  interest 
on  that  sum,  fW>m  the  point  of  time  wnen  it  be- 
comes due,  I  will  go  with  him.  But  there  w  no 
distinction  between  this  and  any  other  case. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  the  proposition  here  is  to  pay  interest 
ftt>m  the  time  when  the  proof  of  the  c(^im  was 
made  complete.  In  1837,  the  claimant  prosecuted 
his  claim  and  made  his  proof  complete.  I  know 
that  some  two  or  three  years  ago  I  had  the  honor 
of  serving  upon  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  in 
sundry  cases  we  undertook  to  adopt  the  principle 
that  interest  should  be  paid  from  the  time  when 


the  proof  of  the  claim  against  the  Government  wraa 
made  complete.  In  regard  to  the  payment  of  m- 
terest  which  has  been  apoken  of,  it  is  a  question 
which  has  been  settled  by  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury. '  I  sc^pose  it  is  competent  for 
Congress  to  determine  m  what  case  it  will*  and 
in  what  case  it  will  not  pay  interest.  I  under- 
stand the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  to  say  that  in  this  ease,  the 
committee  did^  not  even  rely  upon  the  verdict  of 
the  jury,  but  were  fully  satisfiea  b^  the  eyidenee 
in  tLe  case,  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  wns  cor- 
rect 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  iiA3r8 
on  my  amendment.    It  is  an  important  qocatioB. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  de«ire  simply  to  ask  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  one  question.  I  uo- 
derstand  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  rendered 
in  1841 — mon^han  ten  years  ago.  The  infoctna- 
tion  which  I  desire  is,  why  mts  not  this  claim 
been  presented  before  ?  Or  was  it  presented  to  the 
propdr  Department  immediately  after  the  verdict 
was  rendered  ? 

Mr.  jmSK.  My  recollection  of  the  matter  is« 
that  it  was  presented  to  the  Department  immedi- 
ately. This  report  was  made  two  years  ago,  and 
as  a  matter  of  course,  some  of  the  facts  have  es- 
caped my  recollection.  Of  one  thing  I  am  sore: 
the  claim  was  presented  and  urged  by  these  indi- 
viduals immediately  after  the  j^rformance  of  the 
contract.  It  had  been  presseo  more  than  once. 
Finally  an  understanding  took  place  between  them 
and  the  Department,  that  upon  a  claim  of  nine 
hundred  dollars  said  to  have  heen  over  paid  to 
these  individuals,  suits  should  be  instituted,  anhd 
the  whole  matter  should  go  before  a  jury.  Wheth- 
er application  was  made  to  Congress  before  the 
last  Congress  I  do  not  know.  I  afn  inclined  to 
think  not;  but  I  may  be  mistaken.  My  recollec- 
tion is,  however,  that  immediately  after  the  vcvdict 
of  the  jury  was  rendered,  they  attempted  to  get 
their  payment  from  the  Department,  but  ftaSed 
in  that;  and  that  they  made  a^lication  to  Coogress 
two  years  ago. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  My  inquiry  was,  whether, 
after  the  verdict  of  the  jury ,  applicatlDn  was  made 
for  the  payment  of  this  sum,  and  when?  The 
United  States  has  no  inflexible  nde  in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  interest*  The  opinion  of  Uie 
present  Chief  Justice,  when  he  was  Attorney 
General,  is  very  distinct  on  that  subject.  The 
United  States  proceed  g^erally  in  the  pa3rroent 
of  claims  upoi^  the  principle  that  this  Ghtvemraent 
is  always  ready  to  meet  all  just  demands  agaihat 
it.  Now,  assuming  the  fact  on  which  the  i^iair- 
man  has  relied,  not  resting  exclusively  upon  the 
verdict  of  the  jury — for  Uie  verdict  of  a  jury 
a^nst  the  United  States  is  not  always  the  purest 
criterion  of  the  correctness  of  a  claim— 4Nit  as- 
suming the  fact  which  has  been  stated  by  the 
chairman,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  verdict  was  rendered,  and 
that  it  was  satisfactory  to  them;  then  upon  the 
rendering  of  that  verdict  there  was  a  claim  against 
the  United  States  which  is  now  ascert^ed  to  be 
just,  and  the  withholding  of  the  payment  of  that 
claim  would,  in  my  judnnent,  subject  the  United 
States  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  it.  The  im- 
portant inquiry,  therefore,  is,  when  was  the  daim, 
after  it  haa  thus  been  ascertained  to  be  just,  pre- 
sented to  the  prmier  Department? 

Mr.  HAM1.IN.  W  die  chairman  wiU  allow  ^ 
me  to  answer  the  honorable  Senator  ftom  (Hor- 
gia,  I  will  do  so.  I  cannot  answer  as  to  the  spe- 
cific tim^  when  the  claim  was  pressed  upon  the 
Departmenti  and  I  am  not  certain  that  the  papers 
show  it;  but  I  can  answer  the  Senator  from  Greer* 
gia,  that  immediately  afVer  the  rendition  of  the 
verdict,  within,  at  the  furthest,  a  very  fbw  months, 
the  matter  was  presented  to  me  DepsrtmeiH  and 
urged  upon  them.  The  individual  who  Was  the 
contractor  in  this  case  was  a  contractor  for  other 
routes,  and  did  other  service.  This  was  mixed 
up  with  other  accounts,  and  he  continued  to  press 
it  to  the  day  of  his  death.  It  has  come  equitably 
into  the  hsinds  of  the  parties  who  now  prosceote 
it  as  advancing  the  fUnds  to  support  hnn  in  Ut 
contract  with  Uie  Government. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    I  do  not  mean  to  make  the 
sli^test  distinction  between  the  rights  of  the  on- 

f'nal  claimant  and  that  of  thepreifent  datmant;  but 
presume  that  the  report,  better  than  the  recol- 
lection of  individual  Senators,  will  show  the  fadi 
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ooocmiiiig  Ih*  dday.  I  should  prefer  myself  to 
tske  tame  to  look  into  these  matters.  If  the  friends 
of  the  fain  do  not  choose  to  fix  upon  a  time  wheii 
tkb  dsim  can  be  ascertained  to  have  been  made 
the  GoTerapent  subsequently  to  the  ascer* 
It  of  its  correctness,  that  will  impose  upon 
■sftf  obligation  to  rote  in  (a^oc  of  the  motion  to 
gi^oot. 

lie  qoestion  bein^  taken  on  the  amendment, 
Wyeas  and  nays,  resnlced — yeas  28,  nays  11;  as 

r£A8 — Measrs.  Bsdnr,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Boriand, 
Bsder,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Dmria,  DawM>n,  Dodge  of  lowai, 
MA,  Fifh,  Geyer,  RiMter,  JaiBM,  Jonee  of  Iowa,  King, 
MMim,  MiUer,  Pearce,  Prmn,  Seward,  Sraitta,  Spraaiioe, 
Bmmat,  Uaderwood^  Wade,  and  Wbltcomlh- 96. 

If  ATS— MeoRa.  Bradbary,  Brodhead,  Dodge  of  Wifcon- 
lia,  Dowwk  Gwin,  Uaoitin,  Hoastoa,  McRae,  Mallory, 
HMoa,  aaff  Vaak— 1 1. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  4he  Senate  as 
mended,  the  amendment  made  iit  committee  Was 
coBCorred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

EXTENSION  OF  A  PATENT. 

The  bffl  tb  extend  the  patent  heretofore  granted 
te  John  Sdiley,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  was  read 
ft  seeoM  Ifni6,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
mUr  it  W  fo  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Is  enaets  that  the  patentgranted  to  John  ScMey, 
Mfhe37th  of  October,  iSS,  fbr  t  new  and  use- 
MisaqproTeraent  on  the  cotton-gin,  and  the  appK- 
titioB  of  his  machine  to  a  new  dnd  useful  pur- 
fem  the  packing  and  breakineof  wool  and  gitun, 
ttiseMlcas  cotton,  and  dislo&inr  and  cleansing 
Ann  from  those  substance*  wnich  prevent  them 
Mk properly  dyed;  also,  for  mixing  cotton  and 
voM  toMlier  for  carding  purposed— 4>e  extended 
ftr  tlic  Sena  of  fourteen  years  after  the  clxpiretion 
flf  tmtam  fbr  which  such  patent  was  originally 
muMf  and  be  granted  to  the  executors  or  admin- 
kmiMS  ^  John  Schley,  now  deceased. 

Ifr.- BADGER.  1  would  like  to  incjuire  fVt>m 
— tfsiuiibei  of  the  Committee  on  Patents,  wheth- 
ttlUL  Irill  wtls  reported  unanimously  by  the 


Vr.RAWSON.    It  was. 
1k.VORRTS.    The  bill  was  agreed  upon  by 
ttegiiitfttee.    No  one  dissented.    Th^  case,  in 
ihAfctts:  The  original  patentee  died,  and  the 
lAiiiai  not  makedn  application  seasonably  itt 
oinkliC  Office, 
flr.  BAD6ER.    I  iim  satifefied. 
K.  DAVIS.    I  notice  that  thii  bill  proposes 
ktitofead  this  patMt  for  fourteen  years.  The  law 
piMtos  fbr  the  extension  of  patents  only  for 
''  "  ▼ears,  and  it  has  b^n  the  policy  of  CoH- 
Mietofore,  I  belike,  not  to*create  an  in- 
fof  people  to  come  to  Congress  to  get 
I  by  dottolin^  the  time,  btit  to  limit  Uie 
line  hi  the  period  fixed  by  law.  I  ther^r^  mote 
II  Wfte  out  <* fourteen,"  and  insert  «  serfen." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bffl  Wils 
Mtttd  to  the  Senate  as  amended. 
Thi  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment  msde 
If  Ai  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  was 
MM  fo  be  engrotlsed  fbr  a  third  readiitg. 
9t  Aiotiott,  tne  Sienate  (hen  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

PxttAt,  Jtmuttfi  9, 1853. 

Tlie  House  met  it  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  Wednesday  was  read  and  ap- 
pfsnd. 

Mr,  nkSLWR  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
•f  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill  of  which  previous 
MHioehad  been  giv^f 

Bfr.  STEPHENS*  of  Georgia.  I  shall  object 
<e  the  iotrodaction  of  this  bill,  and  for  this  reason: 
I  thiak  I  am  right— and  I  ask  the  Chair  if  I  am 
■ot—insayinr,  that  if  we  proceed  in  regular  order, 
Mdtr  the  25tn  rule,  to  call  for  reporu  of  commit- 
tws,  it  win  then  be  in  order  to  eaft  for  resolutiotls, 
Mid,  as  I  uA4erstand  it,  by  the  114th  rule,  these 
bifti  ean  all  be  introduced. 

the  SPEAKER.  The  ^tleman  is  correct; 
mlqr  unaaimoua  consent,  it  is  competent  for  the 
Hoase  to  pass  over  the  eall  of  committees  for 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Imove,  then,  that  the  Chair 
pMCsed  to  call  tlie  Sutes  for  resolutions,  when  it 
^  be  la  erdsr  for  gentlemen  to  introduce  their 


The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  take  that  course. 

Mr.  HOUSrrON.  I  desire  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion in  connection  witli  this  subject.  I  am  as 
anxious  as  any  one  that  these  bills  should  be  in- 
troduced and  receive  their  proper  reference;  but  if 
this  course  is  taken,  some  of  tnem  will  give  rise  to 
debate,  ai^d  we  shall  consume  our  whole  time  with 
them.  

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Not  at  all.  There  can  be 
no  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  rule  there  can  be 
no  debate. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Wdh,  I  desire  that  the 
House  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
take  up  the  biU  which  we  had  under  oonsideration 
when  we  were  last  in  session,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  last  installment  of  the  Mexican 
moemnity. 

I^RIVATC  CALENDAR.  , 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  In  the  absence  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Claims, 
[Mr.  Daniel,]  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  MASON  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Mason  and  Vbnablb  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  71,  noes  58. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Venablb  in  the 
chair.) 

TUB  VIROINIA  WOOLEN  COMPANT. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  Was  House  bill  No.  30,  for  the  relief  of 
&e  Vin^ia  Woolen  Company. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  and  there 
being  no  objection,  was  laid  askle  to  be  reported 
to  the  Hotis^i  with  a  recomttiendtttion  that  it  do 
peta; 

CDWaRD  AVEREtT. 

House  bill  No.  50^  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  for  the  reUef  of  Edward 
Everett,  late  a  sergeant  of  the  United  States  Army, 
came  up  next  in  order. 

The  oill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  explanation  of  this  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by 
whom  all  the  facu  connected  with  the  subject  were 
fully  investigated.  A  precisely  similar  bill  passed 
the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  was  reported  favora- 
bly upon  by  a  committee  of  this  Ilouse,  and  failed 
here  only  for  want  of  time.  The  bill  provides  for 
the  payment  of  the  claim  of  ELdward  Everett,  for 
services  as  clerk  in  the  duarttrmaster's  Depart- 
ment during  the  Mexican  war.  Everett  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  first  regiment  Illinois  volunteers, 
in  General  Wool's  column  of  the  Army,  and 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  received  a  pistol-shot  wound  in  the  knee, 
which  permanently  disabled  him .  But  before  pro- 
ceeding Airther,  I  would  inquire  of  the  Cnair 
whether  the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case 
has  been  printed?  If  so,  its  reading  will  aid  me 
in  the  explanation  of  the  case. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  report  has  not  been 
printed. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  m{un  column  of  the 
Army  moved  forward  into  Mexico,  but  Everett's 
wound  compelled  him  to  remain  at  San  Antonio. 
On  the  sur^n  's  certificate  of  permanent  inability, 
Everett  forwarded  an  application  to  the  Com- 
manding Oeneral,  now  far  in  Mexico,  for  a  dis- 
charge, to  which  he  was  clearly  entitled;  but  in 
consequence  of  some  misapprehension  on  the  part 
of  his  friends  who  took  charge  of  the  application, 
there  was  returned  to  him,  not  a  dischtiwe,  but  a 
furlough  for  the  balance  of  his  term  of  service. 
This  uirlough  gave^  him  the  richt,  of  course,  to 
the  use  of  his  own  time  during  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  he  had  enlisted.  He 
had  a  perfect  right,  then,  to  return  home  or  go 
whithersoever  he  pleased— a  perfect  right  to  the 
avails  of  such  labor  as  his  crippled  condition  might 
enable  him  tt>  perform.    This  is  clear. 

It  so  happened  that  Captain  Ralston,  the  United 
States  quartermaster  at  sian  Antonio,  was  at  that 
time  in  pressing  need  of  the  services  of  an  addi- 


tional clerk  in  his  department,  and  he  engaged 
Everett,  under  an  agreement  to  pay  him  the  same 
compensation  as  was  allowed  to  other  clerks  for 
similar  services.  Everett  served  in  that  capacity, 
most  efficiently  and  satisfactorily,  from  October  to 
June,  when  he  returned  home.  The  Gtuartermas- 
ter  paid  him,  according^to  the  stipulation,  some 
six  nundred  dollars.  This  was  all  right*^  but, 
upon  adjustment  of  the  quartermaster's  accounts 
with  the  Department  here,  the  sum  which  he  had 
thus  paid  to  Everett  was  disallowed,  on  the  tech- 
nical ground  that  inasmuch  as  Everett  was  not 
actually  discharged  from^  service,  he  could,  under 
no  circumstances,  receive  for  services  rendered 
the  Government  more  than  a  sergeant's  pay. 
This  decision  of  the  Department  being  maoe 
known  to  Everett,  he  promptly,  and  from  the 
most  elevated  motives,  refondea  to  the  quarter- 
master, Captain  Ralston,  the  entire  sum  he  had 
received  from  him,  and  he  how  applies  to  Con- 
gress, who  alone  have  the  power,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  do  him  justice. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  j  wish  to  inquire— for  I 
know  nothing  about  this  bill — if  this  gentleman 
was  receiving  pay  also  for  his  services  in  the 
Army  while  upon  his  furloush  ? 

Mr.  BISSEXL.  Assureoty  so.  It  is  always 
the  case.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  further  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill.  I  know  it  to  be  a  meritorious 
one.  I  know  it  of  my  own  personal  knowledge; 
besides,  the  proofs  before  the  committee  were 
ample  and  satisfactory.  Any  man  who  will  pay 
any  attention  to  the  subject,  will  be  satisfied  that 
he  is  entitled  to  what  he  asks,  as  much  so  ak  any 
man  was  ever  entitled  to  a  cent  for  services  ren- 
dered. ' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  well  know  it  is  an  ungra- 
cious task  to  oppose  any  private  claim  in  this 
body.  Very  early  in  the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, we  adopted  certain  rules,  and  more  recently 
we  are  disposed  to  trample  those  rules  under  foot. 
A  8  €arly  as  1804,  this  identical  question,  now  ureed 
upon  us,  was  particularly  before  this  body,  and  be- 
fore the  other  branch  or  the  Legislature.  It  was 
then  decided,  that  in  no  instance  should  we  allow 
a  man  double  pay;  that  when  a  man  enters  the 
service  of  the  Government,  it  is  a  contract  by 
which  he  is  bound  to  brine  with  him  his  ability 
to  perform  the  duties  that  shall  be  assigned  him, 
within  the  scope  of  his  engagement.  Here  is  a 
sergeant,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  BistELL,]  entering  the  service  and  pay 
of  the  United  States,  being  wounded*,  and  wnile 
receiving  the  compensation  for  which  he  engaged 
to  serve,  and  by  which  he  bound  himself  to  bnng 
with  him  all  the  eneigies  and  powers  which  he 
possessed 

Mr.  BISSELL,  (interposing.)  I  still  have  the 
floor.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
as  well  as  for  others,  that  in  this  case  he  is  not 
paid  twice.  The  bill  by  its  opei^ition  deducts 
from  his  pay  as  a  clerk,  what  ne  received  as  a 
sergeant.  I  nope  that  it  is  understood,  and  that 
it  will  obviate  tl}e  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  wish  to  inauire  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Illinois,  FMr.  Bissbll,] 
whether  the  individual  named  in  tbis  bill  is  draw- 
ing a  pension  ?  It  was  stated  by  a  j^entleman,  that 
he  was  receiving  a  monthly  pension,  if  1  under- 
stood him.  I  wish  to  know  whether  he  is  receiv- 
ing a  pension,  or  whether  he  is  an  applicant  for 

one. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  do  not  know  personally 
whether  he  is,  or  is  not.  I  know  he  ought  to  be, 
because  he  is  disabled  for  life,  having  a  stiff*  knee, 
from  a  wound  received  while  in  discharge  of  his 
duties.  But  that  certainly  constitutes  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  receive  a  fair  compensation  for 
services  performed  under  the  circumstances  al- 
ready explained.  I  repeat,  that  this  bill  does  not 
propose  to  pay  him  twice.  It  deducts  from  what 
he  was  fairly  enutled  to  as  a  clerk,  that  which  he 
received  as  a  sergeant.  Is  the  gentleman's  difii- 
culty  obviated  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Is  the  gentleman  through? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  prefer,  while  I  am  upon  the 
floor,  to  answer  any  omections  that  may  arise. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  no  objection  to  state 
what  I  was  about  to  remark.  I  have  no  intenUon 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  long.  I  anmn 
a  minority  upon  this  floor,  and  the  responsibility 
is  with  the  majority .  I  shall  give  my  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  known  and  established  rul6i  which 
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should,  and  which  in  former  daya  and  better  times 
of  this  Republic  did  actually,  guide  our  delibera- 
tions. 1 ,  uien,  repeat  what  1  was  about  to  remark, 
that  I  know  nothing  of  this  indiridaal  case.  I  have 
never  seen  the  individual  named  in  the  bill,  and 
never  heard  of  the  case  before  the  bill  was  read.  I 
have  no  other  feelinf  or  desire  in  regard  to  it,  than 
to  obey  the  great  and  important  rules  which  should 
govern  us  in  our  deUberations.  And  I  now,  again, 
refer  to  the  point  that,  when  a  man  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government,  he  is  bound  to  exert  such 
powers  and  ability  as  he  possesses,  for  the  benefit 
of  that  Government.  If  he  is  wounded  it  gives 
bim  no  title  to  increased  pay  at  her  hands,  unless 
it  be  by  way  of  a  pension;  and  it  nves  him  no 
title  to  increased  pay  if  he  was  able  to  perform  the 
duties  of  clerk,  aAer  he  was  disabled  for  the  field. 
It  was  the  duty  of  his  officer  to  employ  him  in  that 
department.  In  that  employment  the  officer  had 
a  right  to  require  his  services;  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  render  them.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  the 
rule  we  had  in  former  times  observed.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  that  in  consequence  of  this  wound, 
being  disabled  for  the  field,  he  had  an  increased 
claim  upon  the  Government  for  an  increase  of  pay, 
because  he  performed  the  arduous' duties  of  a 
clerk — the  more  easy  ^duties  of  a  bureau  in  an 
office,  rather  than  those  of  a  field,  and  the  suflTer- 
ings  of  a  soldier.  I  do  not  think  the  reasoning 
good.  It  is  not  such  as  has  been* admitted  as  co- 
gent and  good  in  former  times.  It  gives  him  no 
increased  claim  upon  the  Government.  Now,  sir, 
this  man,  being  in  the  employ ment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  agreeing  to  serve,  was.  entitled  to  his 
compensation  from  the  time  he  entered  it  up  to  the 
time  of  his  di^harge.  I  am  willing  to  give  him 
this;  and  then  he  is  entitled  to  a  pension  from  that 
time  from  the  Grovernment,  and  unquestionably 
does  receive  it.  He  is,  therefore,  now  in  receipt 
of  his  pension,  according  to  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  of  his  engagement.  I  would  give  him  that 
pension,  but  I  would  not  heap  upon  him  the  extra 
compensation  which  this  bill  contemplates.  I  re- 
peat that  it  is  a  most  ungracious  and  unwtllin£^  task 
CO  stand  here  and  oppose  a  private  claim.  But  we 
have  had  one  continued  rule  upon  this  subject  for 
thirty  years — ^never  departed  from — and  to  that 
rule  I  am,  for  one,  disposed  to  adhere.  I  am  un- 
willing to  depart  from  it;  but,  as  I  said  before,  upon 
the  majority  of  this  House  rests  the  responsibility, 
and  not  upon  me. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  A  single  ^ord.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  overlooks  the  fhct  altogether,  that 
it  is  in  proof  before  this  committee  that  this  voung 
man  was  entitled  to  his  discharge,  and  that  ne  ap- 
plied for  it.  He  also  overlooks  the  fact  that  the 
furlough  for  the  balance  of  his  time  entitled  him 
to  his  own  services,  and  to  the  earnings  of  his  own 
labor,  from  that  time  to  the  expiration  of  his  term. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  was  far  from  my  inten- 
tion to  overlook  this  point,  a%I  said  before,  and 
80  says  the^ntleman  now,  that  he  received  his 
furlough.  For  what?  Because  he  was  disabled' 
for  the  field.  It  ^ve  him  no  right  to  claim  addi- 
tional compensation  from  this  Government  what- 
soever because  he  was  permitted  to  return  home 
from  the  field.  It  was  only  because  he  was  in- 
competent to  follow  the  army,  and  discharge  field 
duties.  When  he  did  this,  it  was  his  duty  to  ren- 
der his  best  services  to  the  bureau  to  which  his 
oflicer  assigned  him. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  what 
avail,  then,  was  his  furlough,  if  he  is  to*derive  no 
benefit  from  it?  Why  make  a  mockery  of  the 
thing,  and  send  him  a  furlough  for  the  balance  of 
his  term,  and  then  claim  his  services  for  that  un- 
expired term  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man with  his  permission. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Is  it  in  order  for  one  gentleihan  to  give  the  floor  to 
another,  with  his  consent  that  he  make  a  speech? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bisskll]  has  the  floor,  and  it  is  not 
competent  for  him  to  give  the  floor  to  another. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  merely  to  ask  again, 
of  what  avail  was  his  furlough?  and,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
GfDDiKGs,]  what  was  it  but  an  insulting  mockery 
tp  send  him  a  furlouffh  for  the  balance  of  his  term 
on  the  ground  that  the  severe  wound  he  had  re- 
ceived disqualified  him  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier, 
which  he  had  undertaken  to  perform?    When  you 


sent  him  that  furlough  did  you  tell  him  the  Gov- 
ernment is  still  entitled  to  his  services?  That  fur- 
lough gave  him  a  right  to  the  balance  of  his  term, 
the  same  as  a  discharge  would  have  done,  and  he 
entered  into  a  special  contract  with  an  officer  of 
the  Government  there,  for  a  specific  price  to  act  as 
clerk  in  the  Department,  precisely  the  same  as  if 
he  had  returfied  to  New  Orleans  and  ene;aged  with 
a  merchant  there  to  act  as  clerk;  and  whether  this 
be  according  to  precedent  or  not,  I  say  here,  so 
help  me  God,  so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this  Hall 
I  will  forever  vote  for  claims  like  this. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  not  correctly  understood  by  my  worthy  ' 
friend  from  Ohio.  In  the  first  place,  as  to  the 
matter  of  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  House,  when 
they  run  counter  to  the  principles  of  justice,  I  am 
opposed  to  them.  But  this  claim  is  not  very  well 
understood  by  the  gentleman  upon  my  right,  [Mr. 
GiDOiiirGs.]  When  this  man  enlisted  to  serve  his 
country,  he  enlisted  to  serve  that  country  as  a 
soldier;  and  one  of  the  conditions  necessarily  im- 
plied by  that  enlistment  was,  if  he  received  wounds 
in  that  country's  service,  he  should  be  entitled  to 
a  dischai^eor  furlough.  Now  am  I  right  in  this? 
If  I  am,  then  when  ne  iuuT  received  a  wound,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  he  contracted  to 
perform  for  that  Government,  and  was  disabled 
from  the  further  discharge  of  those  duties,  I  ask 
whether  the  Government  had  any  claim  upon  him 
either  in  law  or  equity  ?  There  is  not  a  man  in 
this  House  but  who  will  say,  no — no  claim  what- 
ever. Has  it  come  to  this,  that  if  I  enlist  to  serve 
my  country,  and  sufifer  from  wounds  received  in 
the  service  of  that  country,  they  have  a  right  to 
turn  me  over  to  become  a  shoe-black,  or  clerk,  or 
or  anything  else  I  may  still  be  able  to  perform  ? 
This  seems  to  be  the  substance  of  the  daim  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gidoinos.]  Now, 
the  Government  discharged  him  from  the  perform- 
ance of  further  military  duties;  and  having  done 
so,  they  had  no  right  to  call  upon  him  to  perform 
another  duty — ^wmch  I  presume  the  committee 
found  was  necessary  for  some  one  to  do;  and 
having  done  so,  I  ask.  Is  there  a  man  in  this 
House  who  is  not  willing  to  pay  him  for  that  ex- 
tra duty  ?  Upon  the  same  pnnciple,  a  master  me- 
chanic might  refuse  to  pay  a  useful  servant  for 
overwork.  With  equal  propriety  the  gentleman 
firom  Ohio  might  claim,  as  we  pensioned  him,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  compel  him  to  perform  clerical 
duty  the  rest  of  his  life,  when  he  owed  no  sort  of 
duty  to  the  Government  any  more  than  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  owes  duties  outside  of  this 
Ifouse.  And  with  that  view,  it  seems  to  me  there 
cannot  be  ten  men  found  in  this  House  who  would 
not  be  ready  to  vote  for  this  claim.  It  is  as  right- 
eous and  just  a  claim  as  ever  was  presented  for 
consideration  in  any  deliberative  body.  And  in 
addition  to  that,  the  man  who  employed  him,  and 
who,  all  will  allow,  was  more  competent  to  decide 
the  matter  than  we  can  be,  felt  the  justness  of  it 
so  strongly  that  he  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket; 
and  this  man  might  have  kept  it.  But  he  was  a 
noble  man.  When  he  found  that  the  Department 
Mt  constrained  to  refuse  it,  he  paid  it  back,  and 
comes  here  and  asks  this  House  whether  they 
will  refuse  to  pay  him.  If  I  had  one  hundred 
votes  to  give,  I  would  most  cheerfully  give  them 
in  favor  of  this  man;  and  I  believe  such  is  the 
voice  of  a  large  majority  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CHANDLfiR.  I  merely  rise  for  a  mo- 
ment. I  have  no  voice  or  inclination  to  address 
the  House.  This  matter  was  submitted  to  my 
examination  last  year,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  I  remember  its  mer- 
its. I  looked  at  this  case  carefully.  Having 
examined  it  with  great  attention,  I  became  satis- 
fied that  the  claim  upon  the  Grovernment  was  just, 
and  that  the  first  payment  to  Mr.  Everett  wascoi^ 
rect,  and  was  more  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of 
his  intentions  by  his  willingness  to  repay  it.  My 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  who 
urges  such  arguments  against  it,  speaks  from  his 
own  feelings  when  he  talks  of  the  right  of 
the  Government  to  the  services  of  a  dismissed  sol- 
dier. Because  he  would  volunteer  his  services  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  Gk>vemment  has  a  right  to 
compel  the  services  of  a  man  whom  it  has  dis- 
missed for  honorable  wounds.  It  was  upon  that  view 
of  the  subject  that  I  reported  a  bijl  at  the  last 
Congress  similar  to  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
I  beoune  fully  satisfied  of  the  merits  of  the  case, 
not  only  because  the  man  had  done  the  service  to 


the  country  for  which  he  claims  payment,  but  be- 
cause the  country  had  no  more  ngfat  to  hia  ser> 
vices  then,  than  it  has  to  come  and  claim  one  of 
the  clerks  in  front  of  your  desk,  to  eo  and  do  any 
clerical  duty  in  the  western  part  of  me  city.  Tfcis 
man  was  dispiissed,  and  was  employed  anew  by 
the  officer  of^  the  Government,  and  ne  was  prop- 
erly paid,  not  the  full  payment  of  a  derk,  but  tne 
payment  of  a  clerk,  less  the  amount  of  hia  ser- 
vices as  a  dismissed  soldier.  Upon  this  ground  1 
shall  vote  for  it.  I  should  have  said  more  about 
it,  but  my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  ClcvelandI  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  so  fully  and  fairly 
stat^  the  case  that  further  remarks  are  unneces- 
sary, and  I  will  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  The  simple  question  we 
should  ask,  as  re^rds  the  payment  of  this  claim 
is:  Did  the  United  States  require  the  services  per* 
formed  by  this  Mr.  Everett?  It  is  fo  be  presumed 
that  the  United  States  did  require  that  service. 

Requiring  the  service,  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference  to  the  Government  whether  it  was  per- 
formed by  Edward  Everett,  John  Jones,  or  any 
other  person;  ^nd  the  only  question  we  h&re  lo 
ask  is  simply,  was  the  service  reouired  by  the 
Government;  was  it  performed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Government;  has  the  Government  paid  any 
person  for  the  performance  of  this  service;  if  the 
service  was.  performed — as  it  was  of  course — vrai 
it  performed  by  Mr.  Everett?  If  he  had  not  per* 
formed  it,  some  other  person  would  have  been  re- 
quired to  do  it,  and  the  Government  would  h&ve 
paid  them  for  it.  It  is  simply  for  the  reason  that 
the  service  was  required  and  performed,  ^d  the 
Government  has  not  paid  for  it,  that  I  shall  irota 
for  this  bill. 

Mr.  WILCOX.    It  seems  that  ^e  services  in 
this  case  were  required.    There  is,  then,  but  one 
point  involved  in  the  consideration  of  this   bili, 
which  is  simply  this:   It  appears  that  he  was  un- 
der a  furlough,  from  the  omcer  who  had  a  right  to 
give  him  a  furlough.    During  the  pendency  of  the 
furlouf  h,  his  military  identity  was  suspended*  and 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  employ  himself  as  a  cJerk 
in  the  different  demurtments;  and  I  know  of  no  bill 
presented  to  the  House,  or  that  will  be  presented, 
that  is  more  meritorious  than  die  one  now  under 
consideration. « I  know  something  of  the  hardshipa 
of  camp  duties,  and  I  knew  sometlung  of  tne 
rights,  too,  of  a  soldier;  and  while  this  Grovern- 
ment has  been  just  and  liberal  heretofore  in  the 
passage  of  bills  and  bestowing  of  bounties,  still  I 
think  there  never  has  been  a  case  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  having  more  ments 
than  the  one  now  under  consideration.    This  in- 
dividual was  disabled  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  pistol.    He  could  not  discharge  such  duties 
as  the  regulations  of  the  CJnited  States  requirad  to 
be  performed  at  his    hands.     Consequently  he 
sought  emplojrment  in  one  of  the  departments,  and 
dis(3iargea  the  duties  there  devolved  upon  him  faith- 
fully, promptly,  and  efficiently.     It  appears  from 
the  papers  appended  to  the  memorial  that  those 
duties  were  required,  and  that  he  was  paid  for 
those  services  the  entire  amount  which  was  al- 
lowed him  under  the  contract.    The  quartermas- 
ter presented  his  claims  to  the  Govenynent,  but 
the  GK>vernment  having  refused  to  allow  it,  he,  as 
an  honest  American  citizen — as  a  soldier,  true  to 
his  Government  and  just  to  his  country — paid 
back  the  money  to  the  quartera-iaster,  and  now 
throws  himself  upon  the  justice  of  his  country 
through  the  Representatives  in  Congress.    I  hesi- 
tate not  a  moment  to  believe  that  the  Con^jesa  of 
the  United  States  will  pass  a  bill  so  meritorious 
as  the  one  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  know  but 
litUe  about  military  affairs,  or  military  opera- 
tions— in  fact,  nothing.  But  I  understand  there 
is  a  difference  between  a  discharge  and  a  furiough. 
That  when  an  individual  is  put  under  a  furiough, 
he  is  subject  to  the  order  and  command  of  the 
Government,  under  the  laws  and  Constitntion  of 
the  Government.     Then  the  question  does  not 

E resent  itself  in  the  shape  stated  by  some  of  the 
onorable  members — ^that  the  Gk>vemment  xised 
his  services,  and  therefore  should  pay  him.  When 
an  individual  is  on  furlough,  his  services  are  in 
requisition  when  required  by  the  Government, 
according  to  the  contract  between  theGK>vemment 
and  the  volunteer. 

Mr.  BISSELL  mored  that  the  bill  be  hiid  aside, 
and  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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BAVID  C.  CASH  AND  GILES  U.  ELLIS. 

House  bin  No.  51,  for  the  relief  of  David  C. 

Cob  and  GUm  U.  EUlis,  reported  from  the  Com- 

aiuee  oo  Military  Affiurs,  next  came  up  in  order 

for  conaideratioD. 

Ibe  bill  baring  been  read, 

lb.  WILCOX.    I  desire  to»  submit  a  few  re- 

wmb  upon  the  questions  involred  in  the  passage 

tiihk  bill.     It  seems  that  during  the  Seminole 

TO) Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Cash,  the  one  as  a  private 

ttd  the  other  as  a  lieutenant,  received  for  distribu- 

tioD  certain  public  property  from  R.  R.  Crum,  a 

k^y  authorized  Quartermaster  of  the  Govern- 

imit.     They  distributed  that   public  property 

onder  proper  regulations  and  orders  of  their  com- 

nanding  officer.    In  the  reception  of  this  property 

they  would  sign  their  vouchers  as  aetine  assistant 

foartermasters,  and  regularly  appointed  quarter- 

Busters  of  the  Government.    At  the  conclusion  of 

the  war,  they  made  an  application  to  the  Govern- 

■woi  for  whatever  pay  mif  ht  be  due  to  them,  the 

one  as  a  private  ana  the  other  as  a  lieutenant  upon 

the  mosterr-roU.    They  were  denied  what  tney 

toosidered  their  Just  dues  by  the  Government, 

fnm  the  simple  niet,  that  from  an  inspection  of 

fte  papers  which  were  returned  from  the  quarter- 

ansier's  department,  they  found  a  deficit  in  the 

pnbGc  property;  and  the  Gk>vernment  now  seeks 

to  hold  them  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the 

There  seems  to  be  a  failure,  so  far  as  the 


sBartermaster  is  concerned,  to  make  his  return  to 
ift  Government,  thereby  throwing  a  seeming  lia- 
hSAy  upon  Cash  and  Ellis,  who  were  his  agents. 
The  Government  refused  to  pay  them  what  was 
Iheir  due,  from  the  simple  fact  ^at  they  signed 
iheirTooehers,  as  acting  assistant  cj^uartermasters. 

It  0  a  well-settled  le^  principle  m  the  interpre- 
tition  of  instruments  of  writing,  that  the  intent 
tafmimmktr  of  the  parties  by  such  writing  is  to 
govern,  ana  nothing  can  be  morc^  consonant  with^ 
■Old  mson;  and  while  it  is  equally  well  settled 
tibii  a  party  by  parol  contemporaneous  evidence ' 
caaqot  ^contraoict  or  vary"  the  terms  of  a 
vnDcn  in^tniment,  yet  parol  evidence  is  admis- 
■bli  **fs  expitdn  wrtUen  tfufrumenis"  in  order  to 
ttMeettainment  of  their  just  meaning,  namely, 
"^Vt  ibonring  the  situation  of  the  party  in  all  his 

^iwiiMtopersons  and  things  around  him,  or,  as 
expressed,  by  proof  of  the  surround- 


lese  mia  toe  ttKe  cases,  parol  eviaence  is 
'ufaiiiiwhle  qf  <n^  extrkisU  circimutaneeSf  tending 
*i»sbow  what  person  or  persons  or  what  thin^ 
'vne  intended  by  the  party,  or  to  ascertain  his 
'■Moing  in  any  other  respect;  and  this  without 
'ny  infringement  of  the  rule,  which,  as  we  have 
'kco,  only  excludes  parol  evuience^of  other  lan- 
*gHge  declaring  his  meaning  than  that  which  is 
*«mlained  in  the  instrument  itself.'*  The  above 
fHQUtions  are  from  GreenleaTs  Evidence,  vol.  1, 
p.  413,  where  wilt  be  found  numerous  authorities 
Bfespport  of  the  same  doctrine. 

Kew,  the  only  question  is,  What  was  the 
MttUBg  of  Giles  IT.  EIUs  and  David  C.  Cash  in 
i^^aing  themselves,  the  former  as  <* Assistant 
Qssrtermaster  at  Fort  Gilleland"  and  **Acting 
Qnrtermaster  at  Fort  Gilleland,"and  the  latter 
■  "Acting  Assistant  Commissary"  and  "Acting 
Gonnussary  of  Subsistence?*'  and  this  meaning 
*e  are  to  deduce  according  to  the  rule  laid  down, 
MH  by  the  addition  of  other  language  than  that 
exprnsed,  but  by  explanation  of  the  language 
■teallyn  iMed,  by  its  consideration  in  connection 
vidi  the  circumstances  with  which  the  transaction 
iicoDDected.  Neither  Ellis  nor  Cash  were  agents 
of  the  Unitttl  States  in  the  Ctuartermasters  or 
Coamissary's  Departments.  This  position  is  in- 
MQtrovertible,  for  the  United  States  did  not  ap- 

rtthem  as  such,  nor  were  they  so  recognized 
act  of  Congress;  and  Crum,  the  quarter- 
ttBster,  had,  of  course,  no  power  to  appoint  them 
Vis  efthe  VtdUd  l^tUes  m  either  of  those  De- 
psitoientff. 

What,  then,  without  any  reference  to  contem- 
poraneous parol  evidence,  were  those  officers? 
They  were  not  acting  or  assistant  Quartermasters 
or  commissanes  by  appointment  or  the  Gtuarter- 
nsslcr'a  or  Commissary's  Departments.  Nor 
wire  they  such  by  recognition  of  law.  R.  R. 
Cram  was  the  legally-recognized  officer  and  agent 
of  the  United  Stat^  for  the  Quartermaster's  De- 

rimtnC.    Again,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
R.  Crum.  the  quartermaster  recognized  by 


law,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  staff,  had  any 
power  either  to  appoint  an  agent  or  an  assistant 
to  act  for  the  United  States  in  me  Ctuarterraaster's 
or  Commissary's  Department,  or  had  power  to 
delegate  his  own  authority  to  another,  for  **  the 
true  doctrine,"  as  stated  by  Story  on  Agency, 
p.  17,  **  to  be  deduced  from  the  decisions  is,  (and 

*  it  is  entirely  coincident  with  the  dictates  of  na- 

*  tural  justice,)  that  the  authority  is  exclusively 
^personalj  unless,  from  the  express  language  used, 

*  or  from  the  fair  presumptions  Rowing  out  of  the 

*  particular  transactions,  or  of  the  usage  of  trade, 

*  a  broader  power  was  intended  to  be  conferred  on 

*  the  agent.'' 
It  is  not  contended  that  any  such  broad  power 

was  given  to  Mr.  Crum,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. Of  course,  therefore,  he  could  substitute 
no  one  to  perform  his  official  duties  and  to  be 
accountable  in  his  stead  to  his  principal,  the 
United  States.  He  might  employ  sub-agents,  and 
this  was  all  he  could  do.  With  tms,  however,  the 
Government  (the  principal)  has  nothing  to  do. 
It  neither  enjoins,  nor  forbids,  their  employment. 
It  is  a  matter  purely  between  the  officer  and  his 
agent.  If  he  aeems  it  necessary  for  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  he  has  the  right  to  employ  all 
necessary  means  for  the  performance  of  that  duty, 
and  whoever  he  may  employ  is  responsible  to 
him,  unless  there  is  privity  between  ttie  Govern- 
ment (his  principal)  and  himself,  concerning  the 
einployment  of  the  sub-agent. 

The  law  on  the  subject  is  stated  in  Story  on 
Agency,  p.  486,  to  be,  **  that  if  an  agent  employs 
^  a  sub-agent  to  do  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the 

*  business  of  his  agency,  without  the  knowledge 

*  or  consent  of  the  principal,  express  or  imp] i^, 

*  there,  inasmuch  as  no  privity  exists  in  such  a 
<  case  between  the  principal  and  the  sub-agent, 

*  the  sole  remedy  of  tne  latter  is  against  his  imme- 

*  diate  employer,  and  his  sole  responsibility  is  also 
•to  him.'* 

The  principal  in  these  cases  (the  GK>vemment) 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  appointment  of  sub-agents, 
and  gave  no  consent  thereto;  nor,  as  heretofore 
stated,  was  there  any  appointment  to  them,  or 
any  l^gal  recognition  of  them  in  any  form  as  the 
direct  agents  of  the  Government.  Whatever  their 
authority  was,  therefore,  it  was  wholly  and  exclu- 
sively derived  from  Crum,  the  quartermaster,  and 
could  be,  as  has  been  shown,  derived  from  no 
other  source,  and  their  accountability  is  likewise 
wholly  and  exclusively  to  said  Crum  as  his  sub- 
agents. 

This  conclusion  is  irresistible  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  itself,  and  without  resorting^,  to  sustain 
it,  to  the  rule  respecting  evidence,  which  is  laid 
down  in  the  books,  and  referred  to  in  the  first  part 
of  this  paper,  to  wit:  That  it  is  competent  for  a 
party  to  aulduce  parol  evidence  to  explain  his  writ- 
ten instrument,  in  order  to  arrive  at  its  just  mean- 
ing and  true  intent,  which  is  always  to  govern. 

But  if  recourse  is  had  to  the  legal  rule  referred 
to,  it  will  surely  serve  to  confirm  this  conclusion, 
and  to  remove  every  doubt  as  to  the  sub-agency, 
and  as  to  the  accountability  of  the  sub-^ents. 
E^h  of  these  parties  tfignn  himself  as  ^'assistant," 
**  acting  assistant,"  or  "  acting"  quartermaster  or 
commissary.  The  words  **  assistant,"  **  acting 
assistant, '^and  "  acting,"  clearly  imply  an  agen- 
cy— that  the  parties  thus  signing  are  not  acting 
for  themselves,  or  in  their  own  ri^ht,  but  for 
another.  But  it  is  nowhere  stated  wno  they  are 
agents  for,  and  certainly  there  is  nothing  m  the 
ufriting  to  furnish  that  information.  Still  less  is 
there  an  implication  even,  that  they  are  agents  of 
the  United  States. 

Now  the  rule  of  evidence  comes  in  to  explain 
whose  assistants  or  agents  the  parties  are.  (See 
authority  before  adverted  to  for  admitting  explan- 
atory parol  evidence,  Greenleaf,  vol.  I,  p.  412.) 

Witnout  this  explanation  the  writing  is  incom- 
plete and  unintelligible  in  respect  of  the  important 
Item  as  to  tthose  amenta  the  parties  are.  For  the  rule 
is,  that  the  meamng  of  the  writing  must  be  ascer- 
tained from  "  the  meaning  of  the  words"  parties 
**  have  used"  in  the  writing  itself,  and  the  auty  of 
the  court  is  •*  merely  a  duty  of  interpretation;" 
<*  that  is,  to  find  out  the  true  sense  of  tne  terms  as 
the  parties  used  them.  (Greenleaf,  vol.  1,  p.  399.) 
Now  the  writing  is  incomplete,  for  wherein  is  it 
made  to  appear  therefrom  for  whom  Ellis  &,  Cash 
acted  ?  and  this  being  unquestionably  its  state  of 
incompleteness  and  consequent  uncertainty,  as 
Greenleitf' has  it  in  another  place  (vol.  1,  p.  405) 


equally  in  point  with  the  reference  on  page  412  of 
same  volume: 
**  When  the  agreeinent  in  writing  is  expressed 

*  in  short  and  incomplete  terms,  parol  evidence  is 
'  adxnissible,  to  explain  that  which  is  per  se  unin- 

*  telligible,  such  explanation  not  being  inconsistent 

*  with  the  written  terms;"  and  on  same  page  he 
adds:  **  To  ascertain  the  meaning^  of  these  words, 

*  (the  words  used  in  the  written  instrument,)  it  is 

*  obvious  that  parol  evidence  of  extraneous  facts 

*  and  circumstances,  may  in  some  cases  be  admit- 

*  ted  to  a  very  great  extent,  without  in  any  wise 

*  infringing  the  spirit  of  the"  general  rule  exclu- 
dinc  parol  evidence  of  the  language  of  parties. 

The  admissibility  of  parol  evidence  being  estab- 
lished in  these  particular  cases,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  its  application  thereto,  it 
only  remains  to  refer  to  that  adduced  in  support 
of  the  application  of  the  memorialists,  consistinl^, 
indepenaently  of  the  testimony  of  the  parties  in- 
terested, (Ellis  db  Cash,)  and  also  of  that  of  Crum, 
the  officer  for  whom  they  acted,  of  the  affidavits 
in  Ellis's  case,  of  six  credible  and  competent  wit- 
nesses, and  in  Case's  of  that  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  th")  detachment  in  which  Cash  also  was 
an  officer — all  explaining  the  true  meaning  of  the 
writing  by  supplying  what  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  make  tne  instrument  intelligible  and  per- 
spicious,  or,  indeed,  to  give  it  any  practical  use 
or  effect. 

This  testimony,  it  is  conceived,  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  the  present  applicants  were  stib-agtnts, 
accountable  alone  to  their  immediate  principal, 
R.  R.  Crum,  and  of  course  (and  what  we  wish  to 
establish  by  this  argument)  that  they  cannot  be 
held  liable  or  accountable  by  the  United  States  f^ 
thepublic property  received  by  them  as  the  agents 
of  Crum,  which  it  is  proved  tney  were. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  R. 
R.  Crum,  in  his  affidavit,  says  that  these,  his 
ag^ents,  acted  in  ^ood  faith,  and  accounted  to  him 
faithfully  for  all  tne  supplies  which  they  received 
from  him  as  Ctuartermaster  or  Commissary  of 
Subsistence-^hat  Uiey  turned  over  to  him  all  their 
receipts,  papers,  and  vouchers.  It  is  plain,  then  * 
sir,  that  he  is  the  only  party  responsible  to  the 
Government,  and  that  Ellis  &.  Cash  should  be  re- 
lieved from  liability,  and 'paid  whatever  may  be 
due  them  on  the  muster-rolls  for  their  services — 
the  one  as  private  and  the  other  ah  lieutenant  in 
the  Seminole  war. 

1  thought  it  proper  upon  this  occasion,  in  sheer 
justice  to  the  gentlemen  concerned,  to  submit 
these  remarks. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

JOHN  W.  ROBINSON. 
House  bill  No.  52,  for  the  relief  of  John  W. 
Robinson,  reported  from  the  Comnytlee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  coming  up  in  order,  was  considered, 
and  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

GARDNER   HERRING. 

House  bill  No.  53,  for  tlie  relief  of  Gardner 
Herring,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  coming  up  in  order  for  consideration, 
was  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  would  like  to  have  the  re- 
port accompanying  this  bill  read.  i 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  reports  are  not 
printed  in  any  of  these  cases.  They  were  sent  to 
the  printer. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  would  like  to  hear  the  rea- 
sons for  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS,'  of  Tennessee.  The  report  in 
this  case  shows  the  petitioner  was  disabled  in  the 
military  service  during  the  war  of  1812.  It  is  a 
case  that  has  been  before  this  House  for  a  number 
of  years.  It  is  my  belief  that  at  every  session  of 
Congress  since  it  has  been  here  reports  have  been 
made  favorable  to  the  claim .  Bills  have  repeatedly 
passed,  but  failed  between  the  two  Houses,  aspn- 
vate  bills  too  frequently  do.  There  has  never 
been  a  report  made  Sjg^ainst  it.  The  proof  in  the 
case  clearly  shows  his  disability  and  bis  service. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Have  bills 
passed  this  House? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.    They  have. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Why  has  not  this  case  been 
presented  to  the  Pension  Department  ? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  In  consequence 
of  the  fact  that  the  party  is  unable  to  make  the 
proof  in  compliance  with  the  strict  rule  required 
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by  the  Pension  Department;  yet  no  one  can  doubt 
the  truth  of  every  material  fact. 

Mr.  FICKLIT*}.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
state  that  reports  intended  to  accompany  these 
bills  have  not  been  printed  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN .  So  I  imderstand  fVom  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  That  being  the  fact,  and  as  it 
is  unsafe  to  pass  these  bills  wiUiout  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  1  more  the  committee  rise. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed  !"  "  Agreed !"] 

Mr.  FOWLER.  We  ought  not  to  pass  them 
without  the  reports. 

Mr.  FICKJLIN  demanded  tellers  on  his  motion, 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  question  being 
then  taken  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

There  beine  no  further  objection,  the  bill  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

SILAS   CHAMPION. 

Hou86  bill  No.  54,  **  for  the  relief  of  Silas 
Champion,"  reported  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions  by  Mr.  Harris,  of  Tennessee, 
was  next  taken  up  for  conbid^ation,  which  bill 
was  then  read  through. 

Mr;  FOWLER.  1  would  like  to  h6at  the  re- 
port  upon  this  case. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not  pr'mted. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  then  would  like  to  heftr 
from  the  chairman  a  statement  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  1  regret  the  fact 
that  these  reports  are  not  yet  printed.  The  feu^ts 
of  this  case  as  they  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee, as  far  as  I  recollect  them,  are:  that  Silas 
Champion  volunteered  in  1814  upon  an  emergency. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  The  proof 
shows  that  the  night  after  the  battle,  whilst  acting 
as  sentind,  he  was  exposed  to  a  cold  and  inces- 
sant rain.  Up  to  that  service  the  proof  Airther 
shnws  that  he  was  a  very  sound,  healthy,  and  in- 
dustrious man.  Upon  the  very  next  morning 
after  this  exposure,  he  was  attacked  with  a  fever 
Pand  an  inflammatory  rheumatic  affection.  This 
disease  continued  for  a  number  of  weeks,  perhaps 
months,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  has  never 
recovered.  The  testimony  of  the  physicians 
shows  that  he  is  totally  disabled  in  consequence 
of  it.  These  are,  I  believe,  the  main  facts.  I  re- 
eret  that  the  report  is  not  before  the  House, 
f  Mr.  FOWLER.  I  also  regret  that  the  report 
in  each  of  these  cases  is  not  before  the  House,  and 
I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
FicKLiN,]  that  we  are  acting  blindfold,  and  ought 
not  to  pfocedd.  Perhapii  wlien  I  can  see  the  facts 
in  this  case,  I  shall  be  ready  to  vote  for  this  bill. 
I  think  it  highly  probable;  but  I  wish  to  act  with 
my  eyes  open,  and  with  the  lijcht  that  may  be  laid 
before  us.  I  move,  as  the  bills  are  not  printed, 
iLnd  we  cannot  go  forward  understandingly,  that 
the  committee  rise.  * 

Mr.  MASON.  There  is  but  two  or  three  more 
of  these  small  bills  for  the  committee  to  pass  upon, 
and  I  hope  the  committee  will  not  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
oiot  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  House  that  it  do  pass. 

PHILIP  MILLKR. 

House  biU  No.  55,  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Mfl- 
ler,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, next  came  up  for  consideration.  It  was 
read  through  by  the  Clerk. 
,  Mr.  FOWLER.  I  again  caH  for  the  report.  I 
want  light  before  I  act. 

The  CHAIRMAN.   The  report  is  not  i^rinted. 

Mr.  MARTIN.  I  made  tnat  report  upon  a 
full  investigation  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  This 
bill  has  been  before  the  House,  I  think,  every  ses- 
sion since  1848.  Favorable  reports  have  uniformly 
been  made  in  this  case.  At  almost  every  session 
of  this  House  a  bill  has  been  passed,  but  failed  in 
the  Senate  for  want  of  time.  The  applicant  is  an 
old  man ;  and  at  the  time  of  application  was  seventy- 
three  years  of  age.  His  wounds  were  recdved  in 
the  spv  service  upon  the  frontier  of  Virmnia.  The 
fact  or  the  existehce  of  the  man,  and  his  decrepi- 
tude, are  well  sustained  by  proofs— by  a  member 
upon  this  ^obr,  in  whose  district  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky  he  now  resides.  I  think  the  claim  is  a 
meritorious  one— one  that  ought  to  pass.  The 
report  is  foil  and  ample.    The  committee  adopted 


the  report  previously  made,  with  a  statem<int  of 
some  additional  fkcts. 

A  Member.    Whv  have  we  not  a  report? 

Mr.  MARTIN.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  sent 
up  with  the  bill  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  When  we  are  seeking  for 
objects  upon  which  to  bestow  fiivor,  I  think  we 
should  have  confidence  in  the  committee  that  have 
investigated  claims  of  this  kind  to  adopt  them, 
where  they  are  recommended  by  the  committee. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  a  laige  majority  of  this 
House  would  at  once  adopt  a  report  made  by  a 
committee  constituted  as  that  committiBe  is;  but 
when  it  is  to  relieve  the  wants  and  distresses  of 
those  who  have  suffered  in  our  wars,  I  think  we 
should  not  question  the  propriety  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  It  is  very  well,  sir,  the  gentleman 
who  makes  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill, 
should  explain  in  a  few  words  the  ground  upon 
which  it  is  made.  While  it  is  not  in  print  upon 
our  desks,  members  should  know  what  they  are 
doing.  Yet  this  class  of  claims  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  all  others.  It  is  the  claim  of  the  old  sol- 
dier, who  comes  here  and  asks  that  you  will  give 
him  some  relief  in  his  declinine^  years.  I  hope 
the  committee  will  not  rise  until  all  these  claims 
shall  be  heard,  and  favorably  passed  upon.  While 
we  are  ready  to  sp^d  thousands  or  ddllars  fbr 
purposes  of  doubtfbl  propriety,  I  hope  we  shall 
not  chaffer  about  a  few  dollars  to  those  who  have 
come  forward  when  dieir  country  needed  their 
service,  and  may  be  their  lives.  I  repeat,  I  hope 
we  will  not  rise  uiitil  these  claims  have  all  been 
heard,  and  favorably  passed  upon. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  aside,  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation 
that  It  do  pass. 

ALBRA  TRIPP. 

House  bill  No.  56,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  for  the  relief  of  Albra  Tripp, 
was  next  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  aside, 
and  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass. 

JOSIPH  JOHNSTON. 

House  bill  No.  57,  reported  fVom  th^  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Johnston,  came  up  next  in  order  for  consideration. 

The  bill  was  read  through  by  th^  Clerk. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  feel  extremely  reluctant 
to  object  in  this  cate.  Perhaps  all  these  cases  are 
meritorious.  I  am  bound  to  believe  so;  but  my 
faith  must  rest  upon  no  basis  whatever,  when 
there  is  nothing  before  this  House  to  sustain  these 
cases — no  report  having  been  printed  and  laid 
upon  our  tables.  Ther«ore,  that  I  may  act  un- 
derstandingly, I  ask  for  the  facts  in  this  case. 

Mr.  KUHNS.  It  Was  several  davs  since  that 
I  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  ana  the  facts  in 
Some  measure  have  escaped  my  recollection. 
They  are  in  general  evidences  of  a  series  of  very 
important  services  rendered  by  Joseph  Johnston 
along  the  frontier  of  Canada,  through  a  very  in- 
clement season  of  the  year.  The  company  of 
which  he  was  a  member  were  engaged  in  several 
severe  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  They  con- 
quered in  every  instance,  and  brought  off  tri- 
umphantly upon  several  occasions  numerous  pris- 
oners from  the  British  army.  Thiti  case  is  Sup- 
ported by  the  most  ample  testimony  not  only  in 
regard  to  his  courage  as  a  soldier,  but  also  in  re- 
gard to  the  important  services  he  rendered  to  his 
country.  The  evidence  is  clear  and  conclusive 
that  in  that  service  he  contracted  a  disease  which, 
from  that  hour  to  this,  has  rendered  him  totally 
disabled  and  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties 
to  himself  and  family.  The  case  appeals  more 
strongly  than  any  I  have  yet  witnessed  to  the 
justice  of  the  country.  I  may  say,  that  the  testi- 
mony is  voluminous  and  irrefragable  in  his  be- 
half, and  so  conclusive  that  in  every  instance — 
which  I  believe  amount  to  four  in  all — where  this 
case  has  been  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  InviUid  Pensions,  the  committee 
have  reported  in  his  favor.  Nothing  has  de- 
layed this  meritorious  claim  but  a  want  of  time 
for  the  action  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
upon  it. 

And  here  I  may  say,  for  the  information'of  this 
gentleman,  and  other  gentlemen  who  fbel  an  inter- 
est in  protecting  the  fbnds  of  the  (Government,  and 
who  feel,  perhaps,  ik  like  interest  that  justice  shall 
be  awarded  to  tnose  to  whom  justice  is  due,  that 
in  every  case  that  has  been  reponedfW>m:  the  C^- 


mittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  the  ease  has  in  the  first 
instance  undergone  a  careful  scrutiny  of  a  member 
of  that  committee  to  whom  it  had  been  specially 
referred.  Upon  his  report,  the  case  has  «gmn 
undergone  the  investigation  and  closest  scrutiny  of 
every  member  of  the  committee  before  it  receives 
their  approbation,  and  before  instructions  are  nven 
to  the  member  to  i^eport  it  to  the  House.  1  nave 
seen  scrutiny  in  courts  of  justice — I  have  seen  the 
scrutiny  of  different  tribunals,  and  I  am  free  to  mny 
here,  in  the  face  of  this  House  and  country,  that 
no  case  has  piMsed  ouf  committee  and  been  di- 
rected to  be  reported  to  this  House  which  baa  not 
undergone  the  closest  scrutiny,  both  as  to  the  law 
and  facts  of  the  case.  No  case  has  come  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  to  this  House  but 
has  merit  and  justice  in  it,  entitling,  it  to  elainiB 
uDon  the  aountry  and  upon  Congress,  whicli,  is  to 
administer  justice  according  to  the  laws  and  equity 
of  the  country. 

Now,  this  petitioner  has  been  knocking  at  the 
door  of  Congress — I  do  not  know  how  many 
years.    I  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  obtain  tlie  re- 
port of  the  committee,  so  as  to  lay  the  facts  before 
the  House,  but  it  seems  that  report  is  not  printed. 
I  regret  it,  because  I  would  like  to  bring  bmre  the 
House  alt  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  fpeaknig  out,  as 
they  do,  their  own  merits  in  language  that  cannot 
bt  misunderMood.    I  hope,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
man is  satisfied,  and  I  hope  Congress  will  airard 
to  this  meritorious  case  the  justice  it  demands.     { 
would  be  glad  to  give  to  the  House  the  partieuhir 
dates;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  I  cannot  bur- 
nish thfm  at  this  period,  because  it  is  sonie  two 
weieks  sincti  I  e»utiined  the  case  and  made  a  re- 
port of  the  facts.  I  dismissed  there  from  now  recol- 
lection, relying  upon  that  report  for  the  exhibition 
of  them  to  the  House.    1  know  that  it  is  a  daim 
based  not  upon  any  fictitious  foundation,  bnt  on« 
havine  in  it  the  hignest  merit;  one  whidi  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  tnree  or  four  conunittees  in 
its  favor.    I  take  that  as  prisur  fl^k  evidence^  at 
least,  that  there  is  something  meritorious  in  the 
claim. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  oidcred  to  be 
reported  to  the  House,  with  a  reeommeodation 
that  it  do  pass.  - 

ROBERT  BntLTOAlf. 

The  House  bill  No.  58,  rin>orted  front  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  (or  the  relief  of  Robert 
Milligan,  coming  up  next  in  order,  waa  read 
through  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  had  th6  honoir  to  report 
that  bill,  and  will  state  to  those  interested  thei  lacts 
of  this  case,  as  I  recollect  them.  A  pension  of 
four  dollars  per  month  was  eranted  this  man  for 
several  years,  as  stated  in  the  bill.  Testimony 
was  produced  before  the  committee,  which  was  of 
such  a  character  that  it  was  bdieved,  shoinring 
that,  since  that  bill  passed,  he  has  become  totally 
disabled  by  the  wounds  he  had  received,  so  mucn 
so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  perform  any 
kind  of  manual  labor;  hence  he  has  to  rely  solely 
upon  his  pension  for  his  support.  The  commit- 
tee, upon  that  state  of  facts,  which  were  aiiM- 
ciently  establishei^,  have  reported  ^  bill  graottng 
him  an  additional  four  dollars  per  month. 

The  question  Was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass. 

STLVANU8  BLODGBT. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  next  bill  in 
order.  No.  59,  was  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  for  the  relief  of  Syivaous 
Blodget. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  EASTMAN  said:  The  reason  wh^  this 
man  has  not  hten  entitled  to  a  pension  before  is, 
that  he  was  not  regularly  mustered  into  the  aer- 
viee  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales,  in 
1813.  He  was  at  the  batde  of  Plattsburg,  caUed 
from  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  served  there  as  one 
of  the  mtlithi.  Fit>m  exposare  there  he  contracted 
a  disease,  which  has  totidly  disabled  him  from  per- 
forming manual  labor,  lliisappears  from  numer^ 
ous  depositions  and  evidence  fiimiahed  to  the  com- 
mittee. Who,  after  scrutinizing  the  whole  mass  of 
the  testimony  in  the  most  careful  manner,  came 
to  the  unammous  conclumon,  that,  if  there  ever 
was  a  n)eritorious  case  before'  them,  this  was  one. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Is  this  the  first  time  the  i^ 
pUcalloB  hAB  been  brou^  here? 
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Mc  BASTMAN.    It  U  the  first  time. 

Bfr.  FOWL£R.    Why  has  he  not  brought  it 

Ui.  EASTMAK.    He  may  not  huve  wanted 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Then  I  will  inquire  of  the 
«Hiittee«  whether  they  adopt  the  rule  that,  if  a 
an  thirty  years  aAerwards  becomes  infirmi  he 
i^iD be  an  applicant  before  this  House? 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  The  rule  we  have  adopted 
knlaaon  to  this  question  is,  if  th^  applicant  can 
toce  disMse  back  to  a  cause,  which  comm«>nced 
is  the  aerrice  of  his  country,  then  we'  report  in 
kMT  of  the  appUcfmt,  unless  there  is  a  contradic- 
tiM  ^y  competent  testimony. 

Bfr.  HEBAED.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
dBDBD  from  Wiscon^n,  (Mr.  EIabtman,]  if  he  is 
set  mktakeo'  in  saying  that  this  is  the  nrst  time 
Che  ekim  has  been  presented  ?  * 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken, 
dUMOgh  it  has  been  some  time  since  I  prepared 
the  report, 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  think  I  reported  a  bill  for 
nief  in  this  case  at  the  last  session,  which  failed 
Ibr  wantof  time. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  have 
eofllbanded  this  with  another  case. 

Mr.JIEBARD.  I  am  sure  I  am  correct  in 
tins,  that  the  bill  was  favorably  reported  upon, 
aai  only  fiuled  to  receire  the  action  of  this  House 
lor  want  of  time. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.    It  may  be  that  I  am  mts- 

takoi.    I  know  this,  that  it  is  a  meritorious  case. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    If  this  is  a  new  bill,  as  the 

who  reports  it  to  the  House  states  it  to 

,  it  is  in  Tiolation  of  a  principle  of  action  here, 

to  which  I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 

Hoase.    It  is  very  important,  if  we  grant  a  pen- 

MO  to  this  man,  to  know  whether  it  shall  so  back 

IS  IMS.     I  so  understand  the  bill.    I  a{ik  that  it 

■syhsiead. 

TW  biU  being  aesin  read — 

Mr.  DUNHAM  resumed.     It  is  as  I  have 

•ttfad.    It  does  seem  to  me  it  is  a  strange  thing 

to  have  thia  pension  given  by  Government  for 

onraii  support  to  men  for  seven  or  eisht  years, 

n&  tkns  giving  the  applicant  a  little  fortune  to 

WfiWith.     I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 

AsiksL    If  we  pursue  this  course,  and  vote  to 

Mb. tffi  pension,  the  consequences  will  be  that 

•f  ilsll  have  brought  before  us  all  the  invalid 

pmmon  eases  heretofore  granted  for  arrears  of 

ptmm.    If  they  go  to  the  Pension  Office,  they 

IMfet  the  pension  from  the  time  their  implication 

•SQlfpnletaa.    If  thay  neglect  that  for  a  lew  years, 

mimi  of  going  to  the  Pensiotn  OiSce  to  have  their 

I  granted,  they  will  come  here  for  back 

»,  when  they  could  not  get  it  there.    It 

to  me«  if  the  object  of  Grovemment  is  to 

fffs  a  support  to  those  who  have  served  their 

nmnXntf  it  is  quite  enough  that  we  give  a  pension 

Ami  tae  time  that  their  cases  first  commenced  in 

Aip  House.    I  shall  move  to  strike  out  1846  and 

MHrt  1850.    This  is  the  Hme  that  I  understand 

4s  cast  was   favorably  reported  upon  in  the 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  When  the  gpn- 
lioMn  makes  that  motion  I  shall  resist  it.  I  an- 
demand  the  object  of  giving  an  invalid  penaio^to 
be  to  give  the  means  (n  support  and  maintenance 
10  a  man  who  has  lost  the  anility  to  support  him- 
ielf  bv  manual  labor,  by  reason  of  disease  con- 
tectea  in  the  military  service  of  the  country.  The 
filii adopted  by  the  Departments,  and,  indeed,  hy 
^kwthatgovems  those  Departments, require  that 
the  pension  shall  not  go  further  back— or  in  other 
wards,  the  pension  suU  commence  at  the  time  Uie 
sppUcaat  completed  his  testimony  and  made  a  de> 
■m  opon  the  Government.  Whenever  he  has 
•ade  oat  aueh  a  case  as  this  Government  can  act 
jOKNi  and  allow,  why  then  his  pension  commences. 
Take  the  case  bsflMre  the  committee  at  present. 
Here  is-a  man  who  presents  a  case  meritorious  in 
III  character — a  case  where  the  applicant  has  lost 
&e  abilitv  to  make  a  support  for  himself*  by  reason 
^wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
Be  has  demanded  of  this  Gbvemment  a  pension, 
fhat  f  <m  admit  he  is  entitled  to.  He  does  all  that 
IS  nscessary  for  him  to  do  to  make  out  his  case. 
Aeeordinr  to  the  argument  of  the  |;entleman  from 
hdiaa»«  [Mr.  Donbam,]  he  is  willing  to  allow 
m«  pwlsinn  Ifrom  January,  1850,  for  and  during 
kkmi^nnl  fift.  Than  you  make  him  a  k>ser  by 
IW  9gm  Ja$Mn  and  neglect  to«p«ribrm  tl^  duty 


that  devolves  upon  you.  He  demanded  this  pen- 
sion  in  1846,  and  made  out  such  a  case  as  you  are 
willing  to  allow  to-day.  He  did  everything  that 
was  necessary  for  him  to  do  towards  completing 
his  case.  He  proved  every  material  fact  that  was 
necessary  for  nim  to  prove.  And  because  you 
have  neglected  to  perform  your  duty  to  him — be- 
cause you  failed  to  take  up  the  case  he  made  out 
and  five  him  what  you  are  willing  to  admit  was 
then  nis  due,  you  will  decide,  I  suppose,  that  he 
shall  starve  from  1846  up  to  this  hour,  and  shall 
not  receive  what  would  have  been  due  him — what 
he  would  have  received  every  year  since  that  Mq^ke 
if  this  Government  had  performed  the  duties  it 
owed  him  at  that  time.  Then  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  have  adopted  this  as  an  inflexible 
rule,  controlling  its  action  upon  this  question,  that 
whenever  th£  party  has  mage  out  Just  such  a  case 
as  we  can  allow  at  all,  we-will  afiow  the  pension 
from  the  day  that  he  completed  and  perfected  the 
proof  in  his  case.  If  it  be  but  yesterday,  it  shall 
commence  then.  If  it  be  five  or  ten  years  agro,  his 
pension  shall  commence  when  he  perfected  and 
made  out  such  a  case  as  we  shall  feel  bound  to 
allow  at  all,  in  order  that  our  neglect  to  perform 
the  duties  we  owe  him — ^in  order  that  our  laches 
shall  not  run  against  him.  That  U  the  nrinciple 
we  have  adopted;  and  the  bill  before  tne  com- 
mittee is  founded  upon  that  principle.  I  shall, 
therefore,  when  that  amendment  is  offered  resist 
it,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  petitioner 
to  adopt  any  amendments  upon  that  principle.  j|f 
the  principle  be  true,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  this 
Government  not  to  decide  for  or  against  a  case  of 
merit,  but  to  delay,  delav,  until  you  have  literally 
starved  out  the 'wounded  soldier  who  has  lost  the 
ability  to  support  himself.  And,  indeed,  that 
principle  has  been  already  too  nearly  adopted  by 
this  Grovemment.  We  are  to  delay  in  meeting  the 
demands  that  have  been  made  upon  us  by  those 
cases  which  have  merit  in  them.  I  trust  the  Gov- 
ernment will  abandon  a  policy  so  unreasonable 
and  unjust. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenne»see.  I  wish  to  n;iake  an 
inquiry  of  my  qollea^e.  There  was  a  report 
made  m  this  case,  which  has  gone  to  the  printer, 
and  we  have  not  the  facts  of  the  case  before  us. 
The  bill  proposes  to  give  a  full  disability  pension 
for  life.  The  inquiry  I  wish  to  make  is,  what  are 
the  facts  upon  which  this  pension  is  to  be  granted, 
and  why  it  is  that  it  cannot  be  granted  at  Uie  Pen- 
sion Office?  Now,  if  he  first  received  this  dis- 
ability while  in  service,  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
which  prevents  him  from  obtaining  a  livelihooa 
by  manual  labor,  then  he  can  get  his  pension  at 
the  Pension  Office.  What  is  the  defect  in  tlie 
proof  of  this  case  ?  Why  is  it  ?  He  would  get  it 
granted  there. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  answer  it  with  pleasure. 
As  A  general  answer  to  his  question,  I  will  state, 
that  whenever  a  case  jias  been  presented  to  the 
committee,  and  upon  investigation  thev  determine 
that  it  is  such  a  case  as  can  be  allowed  under  the 
rules  of  the  Department,  wjt  turn  the  petitioner 
over  to  thei  Department,  because  it  is  not  a  case 
which  requires  any  special  legislation.  But  in  this 
particular  case,  tKe  pension  could  not  be  allowed 
by  the  Department,  for  the  reason  that  he  had 
never  been  technically  and  formally  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  He  was  called 
out,  as  I  stated  in  another  case  of  the  same  charac- 
ter a  few  moments  «incei  upon  on  ememncy, 
when  the  army  of  the  enemy  was  making  a  descent 
upon  our  forces  stationed  at  Plattsburg.  When 
a  flag  was  sent  through  the  country,  and  the  in- 
formation reached  the  State  of  Vermont  that  the 
litde  force  we  had  at  Plattsburg  was  likely  to  be 
overrun^  by  the  enemy  rapidly  descending  upon 
them,  volunteers  from  that  State  rushed  to  the 
scene  of  action;  there  was  a  laige  detachment  that 
marched  from  all  parts  of  that  State,  under  the 
emergency  of  the  moment.  They  were  in  that 
battle,  and  greatly  exposed  for  a  few  weeka— for 
they  performed  efficient  service  to  the  country. 
Many  of  them  lost  their  lives;  others  their  limbs; 
others  their  health.  While  they  were  never  tech- 
nically and  formally  a  part  of  the  American  arm^, 
they  performed  important  and^fficient  service  in 
the  American  army  -as  soldim.  Their  cases 
cannot  be  allowed  by  the  Department,  because 
they  were  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  yet  they  were  in  that  service. 
They  performed  unporiant  dutissiand  made  heavy 
ansnflosi.    For  thone  wenk^M  thay  pr«M»t  sues 


for  the  consideration  of  this  House,  as  meritorious 
as  if  they  had  served  years  in  the  regular  army. 
For  that  reason  these  cases  cannot  be  alIow«d  by 
the  Department — for  that  and  other  reasons,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  mem- 
bers of  thejast  Congress,  that  this  question  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  at  which  these  pensions  should 
take  effect,  was  discussed  nearly  a  whole  day  in 
this  House  when  we  were  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  private  calendar.  This  very  case 
was  one  of  the  cases  acted  upon.  It  beins  objec- 
tion day,  if  any  objection  was  made,  the  bill  was 
compelled  to  ^  over,  but  the  friends  of  this  bill,  ss 
well  as  the  friends  of  other  bilfe,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, p^miUed  a  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  CoNoaa]  to  make  an  amendment  similar  to 
the  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Dunham,]  that  these  pensions  should  take 
effect  from  the  1st  of  January,  1850.  But  when 
the  bills  were  reported  back  to  the  Houae,  then  a 
contest  was  waged  upon  that  very  question.  After 
a  few  days  discussion  the  House  determined  that 
these  pensions  fhould  commence  at  the  time  the 
papers  of  the  applicant  were  perfected  before  Con- 
gress. The  case  now  under  consideration,  was 
one  of  the  cases  then  acted  upon,  and  the  amend- 
mend  then  made  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Congbs,]  striking  out  1846 
and  inserting  1850,  was  rejected;  and  the  original 
features  of  the  bill  were  reinstated .  The  argument 
then  urged  is  the  same  that  is  now  urged.  Why 
is  it,  if  these  men  were  entitled  to  a  pension,  and  « 
have  perfected  their  papery,  that  the  action  of  Con- 
gress is  delayed  year  after  year?  In  this  very 
case  a  bill  has  twice  passed  this  House,  the  SOth 
and  31st  Congress  granting  to  this  very  man  a 
pension,  and  yet  he  has  no  pension;  and  why? 
Because  there  was  no  time  for  action  upon  this 
bill  in  the  other  branch  of  your  National  Legisla- 
ture. Now  is  it  his  fault,  the  bill  having  passed 
this  House,  that  he  is  not  receiving  his  pension? 
Why,  then,  would  you  cut  him  off  the  four  or 
five  years  he  is  entitled  to  a  pension,  merely  be- 
cause there  has  not  been  time  for  his  bill  to  pass 
both  branches  of  the  National  L^islature.  I  am 
sure  my  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,] 
actinic  upon  Uie  principles  of  iustice,  will  see  the 
propriety  of  dating  this  case  pack  to  the  time  the 
papers  were  perfected,  and  will  withdraw  any  ob- 
jection of  that -kind,  and  let  the  bill  pass. 

Mr.  MARTIN.  There  is  one  fact  I  wish  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  committee — diat  the  rule 
adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  in 
regard  to  perfecting  testimony^js  the  same  rule 
that  is  practised  upon  in  the  Pension  Office. 
Whenever  the  testimony  is  perfected,  and  pre- 
sented in  the  Pension  Office,  from  that  time  the 
pension  dates.  That  is  the  same  rule  adopted  by  * 
]  this  committee,  and  is  considered  a  veiy  edi- 
table one,  althoufi'h  there  are  instances  where  the 
rule  is  apparenUy  very  hard.  But  upon  a  full 
hearing  of  the  suoject  before  the  committee,  we 
have  come  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  to  adopt 
that  mode,  bein£[  determined  to  keep  within  the 
same  lines.  This  is  one  of  these  oases.  How 
came  this  man  not  to  fall  within  the  lines  ?  He 
went  to  Plattsburg  upon  a  proclamation  issued  by 
General  Macomb,  who  was  military  commander 
there.  Your  humble  servant  was  amone  t))e 
mimbes-  who  were  there,  under  the  call  of  that 
proclamation.  We  were  never  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  men  who  re- 
mained there  were  severely  exposed.  This  man 
produces  irrefr^sable  tesumony  that  his  health 
was  destroyed  in  consequence  of  such  exposure 
during  that  short  campaign.  These  are  the  facts 
whyhe  oannot  apply  to  the  Pension  Office  for  a 
penaion.  I  know  tne  facts  personally,  for  I  was 
among  the  number  who  answered  the  proclama- 
tion. Our  very  excellent  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Vermont  at  that  time  refused  to  order  the  military 
over,  but  we  went  in  there  by  any  mode  of  con- 
veyance we  could  get  upon  that  side  of  the  lake. 
I  hope  and  trust  Uwt  this  bill  will  not  lie  over,  and 
that  the  poor  old  man,  whose  bosom  must  soon 
be  covered  by  the  clods  of  the  valley,  shall  be  re- 
munerated eight  dollars  a  month,  from  the  time  his 
testimony  is  perfected. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.    I  desire  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  made  in  this  case  on  the  l9th  of' 
July,  1848,  shall  be  read. 

The  wp^  jm  tliPnrsad.  as  followsi 
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The  Committer  on  Invalid  Pentiom,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petition  and  papers  of  Bylvanus  Blodget,  report: 

That  it  apifears  fh>m  the  statement  of  the  petitioner  on 
oath,  softtatned  by  satisfactory  evidence,  that  be  was  a  pri- 
vate in  the  company  of  volunteer  militia  from  the  town  of 
Jericho,  in  the  county  of  Chittenden,  State  of  Vermont, 
commanded  by  Captain  Peter  L.  Allen,  of  said  town ;  that 
on  hearing  tliat  the  British  forces  were  advancing  upon 
Plattsburg,  in  tlie  State  of  New  York,  early  in  September, 
1814,  the  said  militia  company  volunteered  to  defend  their 
country'  acainst  tiie  invading  fbe,  marched  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  wb&h  they  crossed,  and  were  actually  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Plattsburs;  that  the  petitioner,  while  in  the 
line  of  hb  duty  as  a  private  in  said  company  in  the  defence 
of  Plattsburg,  by  reason  of  Aitigue  and  exposures,  lying 
out  on  the  ground  in  cold  rainy  nights  without  covering, 
took  a  severe  cold  and  Was  subsequently  carried  home 
aick,  with  severe  pain  in  his  head,  hack  and  hips,  and  also 
a  vecy  sore  throat  and  mouth;  that  he  was  tlien  confined  by 
severe  sickness,  by  rtieumatism  in  his  hips,  back,  and  right 
knee  andarsUe,  about  tit  weeks,  and  ajso  severe  inflamma- 
tion in  his  eyes,  which  rendered  them  very  weak  and  sove, 
gradually  growing  worse  ever  since,  and  has  been  able  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  time  to  perform  manual  labor ;  that 
for  nearly  twenty  years  past  he  has  been  too  blind  to  do  much 
labor;  that  ever  since  his  return  from  Plattsburg  he  had 
been  more  or  less  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and  at  tipoes 
very  sevsrely ;  that  he  has  lost  the  use  of  one  of  his  eyes, 
and  can  see  but  dimly  with  the  otlier;  that  before  he  went 
to  Plattsburg  be  was  in  robust  health,  but  since  his  return 
bis  general  health  has  been  very  poor ;  that  he  is  ftilly  sat- 
isfied that  his  afflictions  came  upon  him  by  going  to  Platts- 
burg, as  aforesaid ;  that  he  is  poor  and  now  about  sixty- 
five  years  old ;  and  is  dependent  entirely  on  a  son,  who  is 
in  low  circnmiitances,  for  a  house  to  shelter  himself  and 
fkmily.  >  Therefore,  in  ennaideration  of  his  services  and 
consequent  afflictions,  the  petitioner  prays  that  Congress 
will  grant  him  common  soldiier's  pay  during  the  remamder 
\>f  his  life. 

The  facts  of  petitioner's  service  andfaithfVil  performance 
of  his  duty  as  a  private,  as  stated,  are  sworn  to  by  his  cap- 
tain and  colonel,  and  the  fkct/of  his  being  a  healthy,  robust, 
and  athletic  man  previous  to  said  service,  is  sworn  to  by 
his  captain  and  several  of  his  neighbors,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  him  previouMo  and  since  his  return  from 
said  service;  and  also  his  being  brought  home  sick,  and 
remaining  sick  for  several  weeks,  and  f\illy  corrobora- 
ting him  in  his  statements  as  to  his  continued  bad  h^tfi. 
Indammation  of  the  eyes,  and  subsequent  blindness  and 
poverty. 

There  is  also  the  tefltimnny  of  two  nhysieians,  who  cer- 
tif>'  that  Ihe  petitioner  is  in  the  condition  set  fortii  by  him, 
and  that  it  is  their  ^opinion  that  the  cause  of  his  said  com- 
plaint; was  in  consequence  of  his  exposures  at  the  battle  of 
Plattsburg. 

Your  committee,  being  fully  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  Is 
entitTed  to  the  relief,  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
committee  lon^.  When  I  made  my  motion  I  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  on  ray  Im  [Mr.  East- 
man] to  say  that  this  was  the  first  application  of 
the  petitioner.  In  that  he  is  undoubtedly  mistaken, 
for  1  remember  this  as  an  old  case.  I  maintain, 
however,  that  the  princiole  is  a  wron^  one.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  tne  same  principle  which 
requires  us  to  pay  back  pensions — the  back  prin- 
cipal— would  r^uireus  to  pav  interest  also;  for  if 
we  hare  improperly  retained  the  money,  we  ought 
to  pay  interest  upon  it.  But  that  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  intention  of  the 
government  is  to  furnish  a  support  to  the  individ- 
ual who  has  been  disabled  in  the  public  service 
from  earning  a  livelihood  by  his  own  exertions, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  all  we  ought  to  do. 
Suppose  a  case  is  brought  before  this  Congress; 
we  think  that  the  claim  is  not  sufficient  and  reject 
it.  It  comes  before  another  House  and  they  reject 
the  claim,  and  so  it  goes  on  for  eight  or  ten  years. 
Finally,  a  House  comes  up  that  is  farorable  to  the 
bill  and  pas^^es  it,  reverses  the  decision  of  the  eight 
or  ten  Congresses  before,  and  gives  a  back  pension. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  sav  whether  that  principle 
is  correct.    I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry  as 
to  a  fact.  Is  it  a  fact  that  there  have  been  hereto- 
fore adverse  reports  and  adverse  proceedings  of 
the  Itouse  upon  this  case  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  cannot  answer  that  ques- 
tion, because  the  committee's  reports  are  not  before 
the  House.  We  are  legislating  -here  without  any 
of  the  facts  of  the  case  ^fore  us.  The  reports  are 
not  here  and  we  can  tell  nothing  about  the  cases. 
But  I  understand  this  case  to  have  been  here  for 
■everal  years.  I  understand  the  gentleroan  to 
have  sent  to  the  table  the  first  report  made,  and 
that  was  in  1848,  and  I  presume,  therefore,  that 
the  case  iailed  to  receive  the  favorable  action  of 
Congress. 

There  is  another  suggestion  which  I  desire  to 
make.  If  tliere  is  a  good  claim  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  this  case,  why  is  it  here?  Because 
the  case  does  not  come  witnin  the  purview  of  the 
law,  and  consequently  there  is  no  valid  claim 
against  the  Government.  The  claimant  oomes 
here  to  ask  fVom  us,  not  a  matter  of  ri^i  bat  a 


Eratuity.  His  case  comes  not  within  the  general 
iw  under  which  the  Department  is  acting.  I  ask, 
'  then,  with  what  propriety  can  it  be  said  that  be- 
.  cause  this  case  has  been  before  Congress  foi*  five 
\  years,  we  are  therefore  bound,  not  to  furnish  the 
{  claimant  with  a  current  support,^  but  to  set  hfm 
,  up  in  life  with  suflicient  ciq)ital  to  begin  with  ?  I 
!  say  that  the  principle  is  wrong.  Before  I  take 
i  my  seat,  I  will  change  my  amendment  and  move 
I  that  "1846**  be  stricken  out  and  "1848"  be  in- 
serted in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  wish  to  say  that  I  objected 

I  to  this  case  in  the  outset,  for  want  of  the  facts.    I 

I  understand  now  that  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 

I  consin  [Mr.  Eastman]  has  introduced  the  sub- 

stantial  facts  of  the  case,  by  presenting  a  former 

s report.    That  report  being  authenticated,  is  satis- 

I  factory  to  me,  and  I  state,  by  way  of  explanation 

of  my  objection  in  former  cases  to-day,  that  it 

arose  solely  froth  the  want  of  light.    That  was 

the  ground  on  which  I  originally  objected  to  this 

case.    I  am  now  satisfied, because  we  have  got  a 

report. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  believe  that  the  objection 
to  this  case  is  not  with  reference  to  the  merits  of 
the  case,  but  merely  with  reference  to  the  point 
of  time  at  which  the  pension  shall  commence. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunham]  has 
modified  his  amendment,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
very  great  consequence  now,  except  as  regards 
the  establishment  of  a  principle.  It  seems  to. me 
that  when  the  gentleman  yields  the  first  point,  as 
his  amendment  indicates,  he  yields  the  whole. 
The  gentleman  says  this  is  a  gratuity.  That  is 
very  true;  but  it  is  a  gratuity  founded  upon  the 
merits  of  the  particular  case.  I  am  aware  that 
the  principle  has  been  established  heretofore  in 
granting  invalid  pensions,  that  we  shall  not  so 
back  to  the  time  of  service  for  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  pension,  but  that  we  shall 
follow  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Pension  Depart- 
ment, and  allow  the  pension  from  the  time  when 
the  case  was  made  out.  Now  I  understand  this 
case  to-  have  been  made  out  to  the  Pension  De- 
partment in  1846.  That  department  did  not  refuse 
to  grant  the  pension  because  the  case  had  no  mer- 
its, but  because  they  were  acting  under  certain 
rules  and  regulations,  and  there  were  technical 
objections  to  their  granting  the  pension.  The 
committee,  therefore,  acting  upon  the  rule  that  the 
pension  should  commence  at  the  time  when  the 
case  was  made  out,  have  fixed  the  period  at  1846. 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  be  acting  by  a 
very  artificial  rule,  if,  in  endeavoring  to  do  jus- 
tice here,  we  should  deny  the  first  element  of 
justice  in  the  case.  If  this  man  was  ever  etititled 
to  a  pension  under  any  law,  or  according  to  any 
principle  of  or  analogy  to  hiw,  it  was  wh^n  he  had 
made  out  his  case,  i  hope  the  House  will  not 
undertake  to  act  under  any  artificial  rule  or  tech- 
nicality, but  will  deal  out  a  measure  of  justice  by 
granting  to  this  very  meritorious  man,  who  has 
made  out  a  very  meritorious  claim,  his  pension 
from  the  time  the  committee  have  recommended. 
Mr.  MILLSON.  There  are  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  before  the  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member,  a  great  many  ap- 
plications for  pensions,  and  it  is  very  important 
that  the  House  should  use  some  circumspection 
in  establishing  the  principle  by  which  they  are 
hereafter  to  be  governed. 

I  understand  that  the  present  application  is  to 
place  an  individual  on  the  pension  list,  who  is  not 
entitled  to  be  there  by  any  existing  law.  I  do 
not  see,  therefore,  that  the  objection  made  in  the 
Pension  Office,  is  of  the  character  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Hebard] — a  mere 
technical  objection.  The  claim  was  rejected,  it 
appears,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  not 
because  of  any  technical  objections,  but  because 
there  was  no  existing  law  which  authorized  this 
individual  to  be  placed  upon  the  pension  list  at  all. 
Mr.  HEBARD,  (interrupting.)  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gpentleman,  1  will  state  that  when  I 
spoke  of  technical  objections,  I  meant  that  the 
claim  was  not  disallowed  for  want  of  merit. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  Now,  for  aught  I  know,  there 
may  be  petitioM  before  this  House,  asking  that 
the  pennon  syeKn  may  beextended  to  the  State  vol- 
unteers, as  well  as  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  regular  Army,  and  it  may  be  very  well  for 
this  House  to  determine  whether  they  will  extend 
the  pension  system  as  far  as  that  or  not.  But  it 
seems  tome  to  be  somewhat  dangerou^^  legislate 


upon  general  principles,  and  to  apfdy  these  gen- 
eral principles  only  to  particular  cases.  If  i.t  be 
rig;ht  to  place  an  individual  upon  the  penaioQ  list 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  State, 
then,  there  ought  to  be  a  general  law  embracing 
those  cases;  and  thai  is  the  decision  to  which  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  to  which 
I  belong,  has  invariably  come.  There  are  now 
before  us  very  many  applications  from  different 
persons,  asking  that  the  benefit  of  the  pension  law 
may  be  extended  to  them.  The  widows  of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers  are  entitled  to  receive  pensions 
if  they  married  before  the  1st  of  January,  IHOO. 
We  have  before  us  now,  and  there  have  heretofore 
been,  a  great  number  of  petitions  asking  thafrthoee 
widows  who  were  mamed  since  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1800,  may  receive  pensions  from  the  United 
States.  Those  petitions  have  been  invariably  re- 
jected, upon  the  grouiid,that  if  the  Gk»vemroem 
chooses  to  extend  the  pension  laws,  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  a  general  law  applying  to  all  casee^those 
cases  to  be  adjusted  at  the  Department,  and  not 
by  Congress.  But  the  committee  have  been  un- 
willing to  extend  relief  in  a  particular  case  when 
it  would  apply  to  a  larger  number  of  instances. 

I  am  expressing  no  opinion,  at  this -time,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  extending  our  pension  system  aa 
far  as  is  asked,  but  I  think  it  is  somewhat  dan- 
gerous to  legislate  upon  these  particular  appli- 
cations when  we  may  be  committed  to  such  an 
extension  of  the  system  as  would  be  objectionable 
to  the  majority  of  this  House.  It  is  not,  thcre- 
fbre,  because  1  have  come  to  any  definite  con- 
clusion in  regard  to  the  subject  Under  discussion, 
but  because  we  are  now  at  the  commencement  of 
our  session,  and  because  the  principles  declared 
to-day,  may,  if  they  do  not  control,  at  least  em- 
barrass our  Aiture action,  and  because  weare  legis- 
lating without  the  aid  of  those  reports  which  are 
intended  to  give  information  to  the  members,  that 
I  suggest  there  should  be  some  little  delay  at  least, 
before  we  come  to  a  conclusion  which  may  lead  to 
consequences  somewhat  formidable.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  (jfuestion  being  taken,  there  was  found  to 
be  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HAMILTON  demanded  teOers;  wh'u^ 
were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Hamiltox  and  Mvtb.- 
PHT  appointed. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  43,  noes  74. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  This  application  was  made 
some  time  since — no  matter  how  lone  ago--~and  we 
are  about  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  i&e  action  upon 
it  and  decide  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  we 
have  the  power  to  act  arbitrarily  in  this  matter,  and 
do  just  as  we  please  in  reference  to  it,  but  I  do  hold 
that  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  we  ought  to  have 
some  little  r^^ard  to  consisteney.  If  we  decide 
that  this  petiuoner  is  entitled  to  a  pension,  we  de- 
cide so  upon  the  case  that  he  made  out  and  pre- 
sented to  us  some  time  ago,  but  which  we  have 
not  acted  upon  till  now.    There  is  jio  additional 

C roof  presented  to  us  at  this  time  which  was  not 
efore  us  when  the  application  was  first  made.  If 
he  is  entitled  to  a  pension  now,  he  was  then;  and 
if  he  was  not  entitled  to  it  then,  he  is  not  now.  If 
we  vote  him  a  pension  at  all,  therefore,  that  pen- 
sion ought  to  date  back  to  the  time  when  he  made 
out  his  case  and  presented  his  application.  He 
made  out  his  case  and  presented  n  long  ago,  and 
now  when  we  are  about  to  act  upon  it,  wmit  con- 
sistency or  propriety  is  there  in  saying  that  he 
shall  have  a  pension  from  this  time?  lUmember 
that  we  must  decide  this  case  as  it  was  presented 
to  us  at  first.  It  has  updetgone  no  change^-^no 
modification.  I  will  r«d  to  the  committee  a  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1822,  which,  I  am  this  moment 
informed  by  a  friend,  covers  this  case.  It  is  as 
follows: 

"  The  right  any  pemn  now  has,  or  hereafler  maf  ac- 
aoire,  to  receive  a  penMoa  io  virtue  of  any  law  of  the  Ullil(^d 
States,  sbsU  be  construed  to  commenee  at  tlw  time  of  com- 
pletinf  bit  teetimony,  purauant  to  the  act  hereby  reviv^i 
and  continued  in  force.'* 

That  is  not  only  law,  but  it  is  reason  and  com- 
inon  sense;  and  it  is  clear  that  this  claim  ought 
either  to  be  rejected  altogether,  or  allowed  from 
the  time  when  the  application  was  made  and  the 
case  perfected. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  have  bu(  a  few  words  to 
say  upon  this  subject.  The  gentleman  fiom  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bis  sell]  says,  that  if  this  petiUoner  i< 
entitled  to  a  pension  at  all,  he  is  entitled  to  one 
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from  Uw  thne  when  he  first  made  his  application. 

NoVt  there  is  a  principle  iovoWed  in  this  granting 

df  ^mMOBB,  which  the  geotJeman  seems  to  hare 

mfitsnirrd      We  grant  pensions  in  some  cases 

^p«Bfniicipl€8  of  justicei  and  in  other  cases  upon 

pMpiss  of  humanity.    If  the  petitioner  clamis 

bpwnoQ  upon  principles  of  justice,  he  is  evi- 

iiqrtntuled  to  it  for  the  whole  time;  but  if  he 

4im  it  on  principles  .of  justice  and  humanity,  it 

biJtf  competent  for  us  to  decide  on  the  extent  of 

tiidaim.     if  we  acknowledge  the  principle  indi- 

Mted  by  the  gentleman  from^  Illinois,  we  inust 

pf«  the  pension  back  to  the  time  when  the  ser- 

liees  were  rendered.    Now,  that  is  a  principle 

vliek  is  acknowledged  by  no  one  here. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.)  I 
denre  to  say  one  word  of  explanation.  The  prin- 
dpie  of  allowing  pensions  from  the  time  when  the 
tMtinoBy  in  the  case  was  completed,  does  not  ne- 
eosuily  carry  back  the  allowance  to  the  time 
whm  the  senrtces  weire  rendered .  It  proceeds  upon 
thtt  principle:  that  if  the  applicant  nas  neglected 
im  lights  and  slumbered  on  them,  he  must  take 
dke  eoossquence  of  baying  so  done;  but  i^  on  the 
otber  hand,  he  has  made  out  his  case  and  Congress 
Ihs  neglected  to  act  upon  it,  then  we  are  bound 
(saBow  him  his  pension  from  the  time  when  the 
•ppEcation  was  made.    In  other  words,  the  prin- 

aupoQ  which  we  proceed  is,  that  our  nc^ect 
not  prejudice  his  rights,  while  his  own  neg- 
ket  shall  jpr^udice  that  n^t. 

Mr.  SKElLTON.  The  gentleman  bases  his 
proposition  on  the  principles  of  right  and  justice, 
vUe  I  contend  that  these  pensions  are  given  upon 
piiaciiitow  of  humanity,  out  of  gratitude,  on  our 
piit,  B>r  services  rendered' to  the  country,  and  that 
Apse  persona  daimii^  pensions  have  no  right  to 
cBaie  to  us  on  principles  of  justice. 

i  shafl  vote  for  this  amendment,  because  I  am 
BfBSScd  to  this  payment  of  back  pensions,  as  I 
Meve  il  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
HQ^ry,  and  a  principle  that  ought  not  to  be  al- 
bvel  m  our  legislation. 

l^iioeation  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  DoKham'i 

laflidBent,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Ihc  next  Question  being,  '*  Shall  the  committee 

n^lhe  bill  to  the  House  with  a  recommenda- 

tisateU  do  pass?**  it  was  taken  and  agreed  to. 

AMOS  KNAPP. 

IVsext  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  No.  60, 
resiled  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
&r  tie  rdief  of  Amos  Knapp.  v 

Here  being  no  objection  to  the  bill,  it  was  or- 
4enA  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
that  it  do  pass. 


ARTEMAS  CONANT. 
tike  next  bill  that  came  up  was  House  bill  No. 
Q,  fn  the  payment  of  arrears  of  pensions  to 
teMrdiana  of  Artemas  Conant,  rq>orted  from 
teOonmittee  on  InvaUd  Pensions. 
I    th  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  ordered 
fiiVrfported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenda- 
tistlKatitdopass. 
The  calendar  having  now  been  gone  through 

Mr.  QOODENOW  moved  that  the  committee 
RiK  winch  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Theeommitteeroseaecordingly,and  the£^eaker 
iMnrng  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
AsltEe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  had  had 
laitreonsideretion  sundry  bills,  from  number  90 
uiMiiber61,  inclusive,  on  the  private  calendar, 
•si  had  instructed  him  to  report  them  all  to  the 
HsiHe  without  amendment,  and  with  the  recom- 
MBdadon  Uiat  they  do  pass. 

'Ae  bills  were  then  severally  reported  to  the' 
Boots  bv  their  titles. 

The  SrEAKER  said  the  question  on  their  en- 
eraament  would  be  taken  in  gross,  unless  gen- 
woRo  desired  that  it  should  be  taken  upon  them 
Knualely. 

lif*  IHJNHAM  asked  that  a  separate  vote  be 
^tkm  upon  number  61  for  the  payment  of  arrears, 
<f  MttMon  to  the  eoardian  of  Artemas  Conant. 

Mr.  STANTCTN^rof  Ohio,  asked  that  a  sepa- 
n^vote  be  taken  upon  number  60  for  the  relief 
of  Amos  Knapp. 

Tkt  other  oitls  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
pntd  and  ryad  a  third^  time;  and  having  been 
cagrmed,  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
piini,  oi  liiBows,  viz: 

A  NAIbr  te  relier  of  the  Virginia  Woolen 
Cothpaiiy; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Everett,  late  a 
sergeant  of  the  United  States  army; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  C.  Cash  and  Giles 
U.  Ellis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Robinson; 

A  bin  for  the  relief  oi  Grardner  Herring; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Cbi<knpion; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phihp  MUler; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Albra  Tripp; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnston; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milligan;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Blc^get. 

AMOS  KNAPP  AGAIN. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  engross- 
ment ofnumber  60,  being  <*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amos  Knapp.'* 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  There  has  been  no 
statement  in  r^ard  to  this  bill  as  to  what  are  its 
merits.    I  ask  that  it  be  read.      « 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  MOLONY.  For  the  information  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  this  bill,  I  will  state,  that  the 
papers  accompanying  the  report,  and  which  were 
before  the  committee,  show  the  fact  of  the  dis- 
charge of  Knapp  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war  of  1812.  Knapp  *6  declara- 
tions, made  under  oath,  prove  to  the  committee 
not  only  the  fact  of  his  service  for  the  United 
States,  out  his  disability  mcurred  in  that  service; 
and  that  the  disability  has  continued  from  the  time  it 
was  incurred  down  to  the  time  of  his  presenting 
his  case  to  Congress.  He  states,  furthermore,  in 
that  declaration,  that  he  vas  not  only  disabled 
from  taking  care  of  himself  by  disability,  but  that 
he  is  embarrassed  in  his  pecuniary  condition — 
that  he  is  very  poor.  The  aeclarations  of  Knapp 
are  sustained,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  certificates 
of  nine  citizens  of  Rochester,  (the  residence  of 
Knapp,^  indorsing  his  statements  in  relation  to 
his  aisaoility,  his  poverty,  and  his  being  engaged 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  charac- 
ter of  those  nine  citizens  for  high  standing  and 
for  veracity  is  indorsed  by  the  member  of  this 
House  from  Rochester,  - 1  Mr.  Schermerhorn.] 
The  fact  of  Knapp*s  disability  being  incurred  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  is  attested  by  two 
fellow  soldiers  who  unlisted  and  served  in  the  war 
with  him — the  depositions  of  those  soldiers  being 
taken  before  a  judge  of  ihe  county  court  for  the 
county  in  which  Rochester  is  situated,  (Monroe,) 
and  the  official  character  and  si^ature  of  that 
judge  is  attested  by  the  member  of  this  House  to 
whom  I  have  just  alluded.  The  disability  of 
Knapp  is  attested  by  two  physicians,  whose  high 
stanamg  and  professional  cnaracter  is  indorsed 
by  the  same  member  of  this  House.  These  are 
the  material  facts  which  sustain  the  claim  of 
Knapp,  and  which  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  giving  a 
favorable  report.  * 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  fttim  Illinois,  [Mr.  Molont,]  now, 
what  are  the  reasons  for  granting  this  daitn?  I 
understand  there  is  a  general  law  authorizing  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  grant  pensions  to 
persons  wounded  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country.  I  wish  to  know  why  tnis  case  does  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  general  law ; 
and  why  is  it  that  a  special  act  is  necessary  ? 

Mr.  MOLONY.  The  reasons  are  these:  Knapp 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  While 
in  that  service  he  received  bodily  disability.  It 
also  appears  that  he  is  now  very  poor,  and  needs 
his  rights  at  Che  hands  of  the  (Government.'  These 
are  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  the  com- 
mittee in  eiving  their  report. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

Mr.  QENTRY.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
In  conseauence  of  the  request  of  some  gentlemen 
on  the  otner  aide  of  the  House,  who  say  they  are 
fiitigued,  [lauierhter,]  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourn,  it  a^oum  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LETCHER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  on  a  division  they  were  not  or4ered. 

The  House*  then  agreed  to  the  motion — ayes 
99,  noes  56. 

ARTEMAS  MOLONY,  AGAIN. 
The  question  now  being,  **  Shall  bill  No.  61  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?*' 
Mr.  DUNHAM  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 


The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  think  this  is  a  very  singu- 
lar bill,  to  say  the  least  of  it;  and  it  is  due  to  Uii» 
House,  if  nothing  more,  that  the  gentleman  who 
reported  it,  should  give  an  explanation  of  it.  U 
provides  for  pajrin^  a  pension  to  a  ^ardian  from 
'  1830  to  1846,  in  violation  of  the  pnnciples  upon 
which  this  Government  has  heretofore  acted. 

Mr.  MOLONY.  For  the  information  of  the 
gentlen>an  last  up,  and  of  the  House,  I  will  give 
the  facts  upon  which  this  report  was  made.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  that  upon  the  &ce  of  it, 
it  has  the  appearance  of  contradicting  the  rules  by, 
which  this  House  has  been  governed  heretofore  in 
granting  pensions.  It  also  has  upon  tb^  face  of  it 
an  appearance  of  contradicting  the  rules  that  gov- 
ern the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  as  ha« 
been  stated  by  the  chahrman  of  that  committee. 
But  it  will  only  become  necessary  to  lay  open  to 
the  House,  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  DuNHAu,]  the  facts  as  they  are,  and  the 
prima  facie  evidence  will  be  rebutted.  The  facts 
are,  that  this  said  Artemas  Conant,  in  the  year 
1815,  was  put  upon  the  pension  roll  at  the  rate  of 
$5  per  month,  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812.  It 
appears  that  he  continued  to  draw  his  pension  reg- 
ularly until  1830;  that  from  1830  to  1846  his  pen- 
sion was  suspended,  and  for  this  reason:  Thai 
the  certificate  of  the  physican  required  by  law, 
and  the  rules  of  the  Department,  to  wit — to  the  fact 
of  the  continuation  of  his  disabilities— was  not, 
from  1830  to  1846,  rendered  to  the  Department. 
Hence,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Department, 
if  not  according  to  speciftc  law,  the  Department  re- 
fused to  give  him  his  pension.  In  1846,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present,  appb'cation  was  succes- 
sively made  to  the  Department.  Accompanying 
tlmt  application  was  a  certificate  of  a  physician, 
required  by  statute,  of  the  continuation  of  the  dis- 
ability upon  which  the  pension  was  originally 
granted.  The  question  naturally  arises  m  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  now  here,  why  this  sus- 
pension of  a  pension  to  1846,  and  why  did  not  a 
certificate  of  a  physician  accompany  the  applica- 
tion ?  For  the  reason,  as  appears  in  the  evidence 
fully,  that  said  Conant  was  violently  insane — sd 
violent  that  he  would  not,  and  did  not,  submit  to 
the  necessary  examination  by  a  physician  for  the 
certificate  to  oe  rendered .  In  1846  his  insanity  be- 
came partially  relieved,  so  much  so  that  he  was 
made  to  understand  the  necessity  of  an  examina- 
tion by  a  physician,  and  of  a  certificate,  in  order 
to  procure  his  pension .  He  submitted  to  that  ex- 
amination. .  From  that  time  a  certificate  has  been 
given,  and  he  has  drawn  his  pension. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  he  is 
still  living  ? 

Mr.  MOLONY.    He  was  a  short  time  since. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  I  move,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  simply  to  amend  this  bill  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  **  guardian,"  the  words 
«•  for  flie  use  of  said  Conant.*' 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tnird  time,  and  it 
was  agreed  to.  The  bill  having  been  engrossed, 
it  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  ask  leave  of  the  House 
to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. When  that  committee  was  called  the  other 
'day,  I  did  not  hear  it  at  all.  I  am  anxiqus  to  re- 
port a  bill,  that  it  may  be  put  upon  the  calendar. 

Mi\  ORR.  The  committees  will  be  called  in  a 
day  or  two  again.     I  move  the  House  adjourn. 

Afr.  VENABLE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion,  for  the  reason  that  there  is 
a  oonununication  upon  the  table  which,  I  think, is 
in  answer  to  the  call  which  emanated  from  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  adjourn  until  that  communication  be  opened 
and  read.  The  public  feel  an  interest  in  it.  I 
take  an  interest  in  it,  and  I  think  the  House  does. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  will  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  ask  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  has 
been  given. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that 
the  House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
business  upon  the  Speaker^s  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  motion  is  not 
in  order.  4 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  if  objection 
is  made. 
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Mr.  STEPHENS.  It  is  always  in  oi^er  after 
one  hour.  We  have  exhausted  the  priyaie  calen- 
dar. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  TenneMee.  I  object.  It  is  not 
in  order. 

The  WEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  if  objected 
to. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  withdraw  my 
objection  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stbphbni.J 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
^joum. 

UTAH  TERRITORY. 

The  SPEAKER,  bv  unanimous  oonsept,  th^ 
laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

7b  tht  Houte  ef  RtprfentoHvea: 

Id  sQ8W(>r  to  the  reaolution  of  the  HoQfe  of  BeforeseDta-* 
tivM  or  the  15tb  altimo,  requesting  infonnJaUon  in  regard  to 
tbe  Territory  of  Utah,  I  trantmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  wliom  the  resolution  waa  referred. 

MILLARD  FILLMORB. 

Wabhsjioton,  Jatmmy  0, 1859. 

[For  which  documents  see  Appendix.] 

Mr.  POLK.  On  accoimt  of  the  voluminous 
character  of  the  documents  accompanjring  the 
communication  from  the  Executive,  I  move  that 
ih^r  reading  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  they  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  New  York.    Let  us  have  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  the  gentleman  wUI  allow 
me,  I  will  move  to  amend  that  motion. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.    I  move 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  wish  to  ask  the  genUe- 
mao  from  Utah 

Mr.  POLK.  I  have  not  yidded  the  floor.  If 
the  gentleman  wishes  to  propound  a  question  I 
will  yield. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  My  question  is  simply  to 
request  thesentleman  firom  rennessee  [Mr.  Polk] 
so  to  modify  his  motion  that,  in  addition  to  the 
motion  to  print,  there  may  be  one  of  reference  to 
Uie  Committee  on  Territories,  who  have  called  for 
this  information. 

'  Mr.  POLK.  I  move  that  the  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories.  I 
consider  ita  matter  of  great  importance.  We  have 
had  rumors  from  that  country,  and  the  National 
LegUdature  should  Itake  some  charge  of  them  if 
they  are  true. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  move  that  the  comnui- 
nication  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
accompanying  report,  be  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary — as  it  involves  some 
grave  legal  Questions — and  that  it  be  printed* 

Blr.  I^>eaxer,  before  the  reception  and  reference 
of  the  report  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. by  the  three  disappointed  and  re- 
tumin|  officers  of  the  United  States  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah,  containing,  as  I  am  informed  and 
believe  it  does,  grave  and  grossly-exaggerated,  not 
to  say  false  and  perverted  statements,  impugning 
the  conduct  and  character  not  only  of  the  Gover- 
nor, but  the  whole  people  of  a  new  and  distant 
Territory  whom  I  have  the  honor,  as  a  Delegate 
on  this  noor,  to  represent.  From  ray  own  knowl- 
edge in  part,  and  from  others,  I  know  and  am  in- 
formed, and  venture  to  assert,  that  if  time  and 
opportunity  should  be  given  for  that  purpose,  the 
committee  to  whom  the  reference  shall  he  made 
will  be  furnished  with  f^mpit  evidence  of  the  groariy 
exaggerated,  shamefulty  perverted,  and  apparently 
misrepresented  facts,  statements,  and  detailed  oc- 
currences coittained  in  the  report.  Unable  to  com- 
municate at  this  season  of  tt&e  year  with  the  Gov- 
ernor and  people  of  that  distant  and  dependent 
.  Territory,  loyal  as  I  know  them  to  be  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
assailed  and  aspersed  as  they  are  in  that  report  in 
their  official,  moral,  and  reugious  character,  and 
charged  with  crimes  and  misdemeanors  of  such 
enormity  and  character  as  to  challenge. credulity 
and  stumer  belief 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  oniur. 
It  is  whether  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  the  sentiments 
of  that  report  when  it  has  not  he&a  re^td,  and  we 
know  notning  about  it? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  upon  a  motion 
lo  print  to  refer  to  the  body  of  the  report. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  1  #isk  for  the  readijag  pf 
tl^reppft. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  perhaps 
facilitate  his  object  by  taking  the  question  on  tne 
motion  that  the  communication  be  read. 

Cries^«*Mr.  Speaker!*'  <*Mr.  Speaker!*'  all 
over  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Utah 
has  the  floor  if  discussion  arises. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  At  an  eariy  day  I  shall 
ask  for  a  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  or  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  proceed  to  the  Territory  of  Utah, 
under  authority  amd  with  instructions  to  take  tes- 
timony to  be  laid  before  Congress  and  the  com- 
mittee touching  the  matters  contained  in  the  report 
referred  to;  and  in  the  mean  time  I  bespeak  a  sus- 
pension not  omv  of  Executive  action  based  on  this 
report,  but  of  the  opinion  of  tne  members  of  this 
House  and  the  people  of  this  couptry  in  relation 
to  the  Governor  and  people  of  Utah,'  and  the 
libelous  report  preferred  against  them,  and  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  State.  After  the  reference, 
I  shall  ask  leave  to  offer  a  resolution,  that  the 
committee  to  whom  it  is  referred  shcdl  have  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  send  a  com- 
mission to  Utah  to  take  testimony  to  b^  laid  t^fore 
Congress  in  this  case. 

I  renew  mv  motion  that  the  communication  be 
read,  referreo  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  l^  printed. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if 
the  motion  I  made  is  not  first  m  ordor? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  po  considered  by  tlie 
Chair.  V 

Mr.  STUART.  I  only  wish  to  say  a  word  <xc 
two  before  this  question  is  submitted  to  the  House. 
I  will  simply  remark,  that  this  is  a  communication 
derived  from  the  Executive  through  the  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories.  A  resolution  was 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  fromj^orth  Carolina, 
[Mr.  CLiNOMAN,T^under  instructions  from  that 
committee,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member,  and  which  was  adopted  at  a  former  day. 
This  communication  is  ft  response  tp  it,  and  I 
know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  be  referred  to 
any  other  committee. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  do  hope  the  House  will 
refer  this  question  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, as  it  involves  grave  l^&l  questions. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  individuaUjr  no 
preference  in  relation  to  this  matter,  but  I  6el  it 
to  be  my  duty,  as  I  do  not  see  the  chairman  of 
our  committee— the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Richardbon] — in  his  s^t,  to  «ay  that  he  regarded 
it  as  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  committee,  and  the 
whole  committee  were  of  the' opinion  that  we 
should  have  this  information.  It  is  the  duty  of 
our  committee  to  recommend  appropriations  for, 
and  also  what  laws  are  ncfbessary  to  be  passed  for 
the  good  government  of  the  Territories.  It  will  be 
found,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  which  the 
committee  instructed  me  to  offer  is  very  compre- 
hensive. It  calls  for  all  infbrmation  in  relation  to 
Uie  present  condition  of  that  Territory,  to  enable  us 
to  determine  whether  the  existing  )aws  are  suffi- 
cient for  its  good  government — to  protect  our  citi- 
zens there;  also  to  ascertain  .what  has  become  of 
the  pul^ilic  money  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
whether  these  charges  of  misappucauon  are  tn^e, 
and  various  other  matters  I  do  not  now  propose 
to  go  into.  It  cannot  act  until  it  has  this  informa- 
tion. For  one,  sir,  with  the  impressions  upon 
pvy  mind,  I  wiU  not  be  disposed  to  recommeQd 
any  appropriation  for  that  Territory  to  this  House, 
nor  will  I  vote  for  any  appropriation  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Utah  until  J  ascertain  what  truth  there  is 
in  these  allegations.  It  was  therefore  that  the 
committee  made  the  call;  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
chavman,  who  understands  the  question  better 
than  I  do,  perhaps  better  than  any  member  of  the 
committee,  I  thought  it  courteous  and  proper  that 
the  information  called  for  bv  the  committee  should 

fo  to  them.  Individually  i  would  prefer  that  the 
udiciary  Committee  should  take  charge  of  the 
matter.  It  would  relieve  us  from  the  labor  of 
Uie  investiffation.  I  make  this  statement  in  behalf 
of  the  chairman^  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
who'is  absent.  1  now  oidl  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GIDDING8.     Will  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  mo- 
ment?   I  will  renew  it. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  have  no  objection. 
Mr.  QIDPINGS.    There  is  much  force  in  the 
argument  of  the  geatl^man  from  Nofth  CaroUiMi. 


I  am  also  a  member  of  the  committee  to  wliich  he 
belongs,  and  I  have  not,  nor  has  that  gentleokaii 
any  personal  desire  to  take  jurisdietion  of  this 
matter.  These  people  are  a  distant  people.  They 
are  represented  upon  this  floor  by  a  reprcaeotative 
who  is  asrtainlr  a  young  member  here,  and  who 
desires  these  chaiges  should  go  to  the  Comniittee 
on  the  Judiciary.    I ,  as  a  member  of  &e  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories,  am  perfectly  willing  suid 
desirous  they  should  go  4o  that  committee,     f  do 
not  know  but  it  is  certainly  as  proper  as  th&t  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories.    It 
is  ibr  an  infraction  of  the  laws.  The  people  of  tJ:ie 
TerritiHy  are  charged  with  violating  the  laws  «^ 
the  United  States,  and  it  appears  to  me  these  quoi- 
tions  are  appropriate  ones  for^  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciaiy.    I  have  thus  spoken  solely  beeastse 
the  gentleman  from  Utah  [Mr.  Bkbnhisbl]  ids  a 
young  member  here.      He  /eels  anxious  these 
charges  should  ffo  before  that  committee,  and  to 
gratify  him  and  that  distant  people,  1  hope  it  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.    I  will  now 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLiNGHtf  AN.    I  widi  to  say  a  word. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  with- 
drawn.  * 

Mr.  C.    I  have  no  preferences  in  the  matter. 
1  do  not  care  what  the  House  does.    If  it  judgci 
this  to  be  more  appropriate  for  the  Judiciafy  Coin- 
mittee,  let  it  go  tnere;  but  our  committee  took  a 
different  view  of  it.    The  chairman  is  not  li^. 
I  regard  it  as  falling  properiy  within  the  duties  of 
that  committee.    I  am  not  aware  of  any  xaason 
why  that  committee  would  not  just  be  as  likely  to 
do  justice  to  the  gentleman,  whom  I  nerer  saw  <fr 
heard  of  until  he  became  a  member  cff  this  House. 
I  presume  no  member  of  the  committee  has  any 
prejudice  against  Utah.    I  have  none  upon    the 
subject;  but  if  there  was,  I  do  not  see  why  that 
should  change  our  action  here.    I  doubt  whether 
they  knew  these  charges  would  be  preferred  at  the 
time  that  gentleman  lefl  home.    He  majr   hav^ 
some  reason  for  referring  it  to  the  Judieiairy  Com  ' 
mittee,  but  he  has  not  assigned  anr.  If  the  H^oos0 
Uiink  it  proper,  let  it  go  there.     T  renew  now  th^ 
call  for  the  previous  question,  becsose  I  regancf 
debate  as  unnecessary. 

Mr.  LOCKHART.    I  ask  for  ^  Mading  oC 
the  95th  rule. 

The  rule  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

**  It  stwll  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territovies 
to  examine  into  the  legidative,  cItU,  md  ertmtnai  pro- 
ceedinss  of  the  Territories,  and  to  deviie  sod  repott  to  tlft« 
HouM  tucb  means  as,  in  tlieir  (qiinion,  may  be  nrrwiaai  j 
to  secure  the  rights  and  privileges  of  reaidests  and  uot^ 
reridents.** 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  McLANAHAN,  who  said  the  qaestioo 
whether  this  matter  be  submitted  to  one  or  the 
other  of  these  committeea  is  one  of  serious  import- 
ance.   It  seems  to  me  the  reading  of  that  rale 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  convince  the  House  that 
the  proper  reforeoce  of:  the  question  is  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories.    As  a  matter  of  cooiiesy, 
the  disposition  of  some  members  of  tbateommtt- 
tee  seems  to  be  to  jrefer  it  te  the  Committee  oa  the 
Judiciary.    It  is  a  question  that  orinnatcs  under 
the  orgaaie  law  of  that  Territory,  arm  tl  is  the  pe- 
culiar duty  of  the  Comoaitiee  on  Tefrito#ies  to  see 
that  the  organic  law,  coming  through  their  hsn^s 
in  its  original  form,  should  be  fuUy,  fiuriy,  and 
honestly  carried  out.    Doubtless,  sir,  questions 
of  constitutional  law  may  arise;  but  it  is  not  to  k»e 
presumed,  because  such  questions  are  involwfd  in 
this  case,  that  therefore  no  other ^MMumittes  of  tftie 
House  is  capable  of  intending  to  them  except  tfcte 
Committee  on  the  Judidary.    If  the  Hon^ethii^k 
proper  to  impose  the  duties  upon  that  comaiitie-e, 
1  trust  we  will  dischaq^  them  with  fidelity;  bat, 
under  the  rules  of  the  House,  as  w^  as  oopsid- 
ering  the  committee  fiom  which  this  investigjation 
has  originated — the  conmiittee  who  had  the  reso- 
lution passed,  and  to  whose  inquiry  this  is  a  re* 
sponse,  I  think,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  as  ^tXl  as 
of  parliamentary  duty,  it  belongs  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  TerritorieQ.    The  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary do  not  claim  it  as  ,a  Hght;  they  cannot 
claim  it  as  a  right,  whether  iiisiog  out  of  courtesy 
or  under  the  rules  of  the  House;  out  $»  the  rea- 
sons I  have  suggested,  I  think  the  HouaevWouM  act 
witli  ^reat  propriety  in  Yteferriug  it  to  the  eomraittee 
in  which  the  resolution  of  inquiry  origiasted. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.    I  wiU  withdraw  my  mo- 
Uon  to  refer  it  to  tfts  Committee  on  the  Judiotsry. 
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Mr.  McLANAHAN.    I  caH  for  the  previous 


o. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  I  renew  my  motion  to  have 
tbe  document  read  and  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  During  the  pendency  of  the 
oil  for  the  previona  qu«stion,  the  gendmian  can- 
ftot  sabmit  the  motion  to  hare  the  document  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  has  never  been  read.  If 
Ae  HouAe  will  agree  to  pass  this  subject  over  until 
mornii^r  the  communication  will  appear  in  the 
Bioninf  papers,  and  then  we  can  all  tell  whether 
tha  matter  ought  to  go  to  one  committee  or  the 
other,  and  it  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  rea 
dioe  an  immense  amount  of  matter. 

{Cries  of  «*auesUon!**  "auestton!';] 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  mtleman  ham  a  riglfl 
to  ask  that  9.  document  shall  be  read  at  any  time. 
I  think  the  rule  so  states,  that  the  question  shall 
be  pat  to  the  House  as  to  the  reading,  and  when 
a  paper  is  before  the  House  that  has  not  been 
rtM,  I  understand  that  the  rules  aoUiorize  any 
nen^r  to  have  it  read  at  once. 

Mr.  CJLLN6MAN.  Is  this  in  order  upon  the 
aSL  hr  tbeprevious  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  true,  under  the  rules 
anyMideman  of  the  committee,  or  any  other 
BMRoer,  haA  a  right  to  have  all  papers  accom- 
panyiag  Ih^  President's  message  read  as  a  matter 
ff  eoorse,  which  must  be  done  independent  of  the 
ttll  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HALL  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  57th 
r^a.    

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tenness^,  moved  that  the 
Qpitae  adjourn;  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Tht  S7th  rule  was  then  read. 

Mr.  HEINN.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  mo- 
^  Qow  before  the  House  is  debatable  ? 

tU  SPEAKER.    Itisifot.    " 

Tha  freyioufl  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
tion  ordered,  which  was  upon  referring 
inication  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
orderiog  it  to  be  printed. 

litfiieacion  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed" 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  t  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
foiloving  resolution,  and  ^send  it  to  the  Clerk  to 

[Cries of  " I  object!"  " I  object !'T 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  may  be  read 
forixiformation. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 


.,  That  tbe  oommittm  to  whom  htm  bees  r*- 
fawl  *•  report  of  thetbrM  returned  ottoeriof  tiie  Uaited 
tmtn  for  the  Territory  of  Utah,  addressed  to  the  Presidenl 
afjfca  UaHed  States  and  commaidcated  to  this  Hotu^e,  have 
paver  to  aead  for  persons  and  papers,  nnd  to  send  a  Com« 
■fciiuau  (m  be  dcMfnated  bf  the  Speaker  of  tids  Housa) 
to  DtBb,  dnlv  Inscnieted  and  commissioned  to  take  deposit 
jaas  In  writing  touching  the  natters  contained  in  said 
t^on  as  are  of  pubKc  concern,  and  to  peturn  and  report  the 
Nftt  to  said  committee ;  and  tlMt  the  Delegate  In  dongress 
flan  dm  Torrltory  have  amhortty  ftom  this  Honse  to  retaia 
'  to  conduct  the  pfoeeedloga  in  this  ease  before  said 


Mr  HALL  objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
nednd, 

Mr.  KURTZ  had  leave  to  withdraw  from  the 
fles  of  the  House  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Heory  Miller,  praying  for  a  pension;  and  on  his 
modon,  the  same  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  Ijmlid  Pensions. 

EXSCCnVE  COKMimiCATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
mnnication  from  the  War  Department,  transmit- 
tioff,  in  coroplianoe  with  the  acts  of  AprU  21, 1808, 
and  March  3, 1809,  statements  of  what  contracts 
hare  been  made  under  the  authority  of  this  De- 
partment daring  the  year  1851. 

Also,  a  communication  from  said  Department, 
voder  the  act  of  1809,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  axpenditures  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
csmhi^ait  expenses  for  the  military  establish- 
neot;  which  oommunications  were  severally  re- 
fered  to  dk«  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

AlsOfbid  before  the  House  a  communication 
froallM  Nary  Department,  transmitting,  in  com- 
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pliance  with  the  act  of  d6th  August,  1842,  a  state- 
ment showing  the  clerks  employed  in,  that  Depart^ 
ment  during  the  year  1851;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  was  referred. to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  A  flairs. 

LAWS  OP  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
copies  of  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  memorials  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  tli?  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  beginning  in  June,  1851;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  begs  leave  to  present  the  laws 

of  the  Territorial  Council  of  Mmnesota.  '  I  ask 

.leave  to  remind  the  House,*that  there  was  a  letter 

presented  in  connection  with  this  subject,  and  laid 

upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  moved  that  the  copy  of  the  com- 
munication, with  a  copy  of  the  acts,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories;  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  HENN  asked  leave  to  withdraw  certain 
papers;  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  acts 
sent  from  New  Mexico  are  now  printed? 

The  SPEAKER.  According  to  my  best  recol- 
lection, the  laws  of  New  Mexico  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  will  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  taken  a  few  minutes  since;  and 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon  it.  I  would  be  glad 
that  any  one  would  show  me  when  the  Territories 
send  copies  of  their  laws  here,  why  we  should 
order  them  to  be  printed.  I  would  be  e)ad  to 
have  any  one  give  me  a  ^ood  reason  why  we 
should  print  a  mass  of  legislative  matter,  with  a 
great  deal  of  which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  and 
which  is  entirely  and  wholly  an  unnecessary 
expense.  If  the  Committee  on  Territories  shall 
tliink  that  they  want  any  portion  of  these  laws 
printed  for  thepuipose  of  action  by  this  Congress, 
then  they  can  apply  to  this  House  and  have  them 
printed.  But  to  print  the  entire  body  of  these 
laws,  seems  to  me  too  absurd  an  idea  to  consider. 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  wish  merely  to  state  to  my 
friend  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  that  by  the 
order  of  the  House  all  these  communications  come 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  it  is  from 
them  that  any  action  of  the  House  emanates. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  printing  an  additional 
number  of  laws  that  may  come  here.  Those  from 
Minnesota  are  already  printed;  and  those  fVom 
New  Mexico  are  in  manuscript. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  order  to  print 
the  laws  from^  Minnesota.  There  is  one  to  print 
those  of  New'Mexico. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  ^  understand  that  there  is  a 
separate  order  to  print  the  laws  of  New  Mexico. 
I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  so  that  the  printing 
shall  not  be  ordered.  The  code  as  it  now  stands, 
with  slight  change,  was  printed  years  ago.  Now, 
under  the  or^nization  of  these  Territories,  Con- 
gress has  jurisdiction  of  all  the  laws  which  have 
passed  there.  We  have  the  veto  power  if  we 
choose  to  exercise  it.  There  is  not  one  act  out  of 
a  hundred  which  Congress  would  be  disposed  to 
take  hold  of  ,or  consider  at  all.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, why  shall  we  order  the  whole  of  these 
acts  to  be  printed?  The  committee  can  tell,  in 
nine  cases  out  often,  by  reading  the  title  of  an  act 
through,  whether  it  is  necessary  to  look  into  it 
at  all. 

Mr.  STUART.  1  wish  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  gentleman.  If  he  will  let  the  question^ 
reconsider  stand  over  until  the  chairman  of  the 
Territories  can  have  a  moment  to  look  at  It,  there 
will  be  no  difliculty  about  it. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  When  wad  this 
motion  made  to  print? 

The  SPEAKER.    Only  about  ten  minuted  ago. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  have  but  very 
little  more  to  say  upon  tliis  matter.  The  very  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion  says  upon  reflection 
he  will  consent  to  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  (interrupting.)  I 
will  not  consent.  Will  uie  gentleman  give  way 
for  txplsihation? 


Mr.  JOHNSON.  Certainly,  for  purposes  of 
explanation. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  do  not  want  to  explain.  I 
wish  to  reply  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  well  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman wants.  I  know  him  full  well,  and  I  know 
that  he  is  an  economist  of  the  first  water.  I  like 
the  gentleman  exceedingly  for  his  most  excellent 
and  kindly  deportment  in  this  House,  and  I  Would 
be  glad  to  vote  with  him,  if  he  can  show  me  what 
there  is  in  these  laws  which  require  that  we  should 
print  them,  and  which  the  committee  cannot  read 
m  manuscript.  The  laws  now  proposed  to  be 
printed  relate  to  the  local  legislation  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  every  triflin*  and  insignificant  act. 
The  printing  of  them  will  be  wholly  and  entirely 
an  expense  without  a  consideration.  The  acts  are 
of  every  character,  class,  and  variety — everything, 
from  a  premium  for  a  wolf-scalp  out.  Why  does 
that  gentleman  wish  to  g^et  at  these  laws?  It  has 
some  relation  to  the  fugitive  slave  law,  I  take  it. 
Why,  such  an  object  can  be  attained  by  the  Com- 
niittee  on  Territories  making  ordinary  examina- 
tions of  these  laws  in  manuscript,  and  if  proper 
for  our  consideration  they  can  present  them  by 
their  titles  to  this  House  with  a  request  that  they 
shall  be  printed,  accompanied  with  such  resolu- 
tions or  recommendations  of  action  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (again  interrupting.)  Wifl  the 
gentleman  give  way  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Speaker 
will  assign  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  as  soon  as  I 
am  through,  and  it  will  give  me  great  plea^re  if 
he  will  do  so. 

1  would  be  glad  to  know  why  the  gentleman 
supports  a  motion  to  print  the  laws  that  have  been 
enacted  by  these  Territorial  Legislatures — which 
they  have  not  seen  fit  to  print  for  themselves,  or 
at  least  have  not  seen  fit  to  send  here  in  the  printed 
form  ?  I  am  certain  that  in  times  past,  when  these 
laws  have  be^n  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, there  has  never  been  issued — at  least 
where  there  has  been  any  debate  or  consideration 
upon  the  subject — an  oraef  of  this  House  to  print 
the  entire  laws  of  the  Territories.  These  laws 
are  too  local  and  inconsiderable  in  their  character 
for  it  to  be  necessary  for  us  to  print  them.  For 
one  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
reconsider  and  vote  down  the  motion. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  care  little  about  this  matter, 
but  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  JohnsonJ 
has  askra  me  what  particular  laws  of  these  Tem- 
tories  I  want  printed.  I  do  not  know  one  word 
about  any  one  law  that  either  of  these  Territories 
have  passed,  and  for  the  very  reason  that  I  know 
nothing  about  it,  I  want  these  laws  printed  that  I 
may  see  what  they' are. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  understand  that  nearly  all  of 
these  laws  have  been  printed  by  this  House,  and 
are  now  bound  vm  in  one  of  our  Executive  docu- 
ments of  four  or  fivey  ears  ago.  The  liegislature 
have  re&iacted  the  Kearny  code. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  There  is  a  species  of  economy 
that  I  have  never  been  the  advocate  of,  though  my 
friend  from  Arkansas  has  seen  fit  to  pronounce  a 
eulogy  upon  me  as  an  economist,  in  which,  of 
course,  he  referred  to  me  in  my  public  capacity, 
and  not  in  my  private  capacity-  Well,  in  one 
sense  Tam  an  economist.  But  I  am  not  for  that 
sort  of  economy  by  which  we  may  save  a  few 
hundred  dollars  and  keep  ourselves  m  darkness  in 
reference  to  mattera  of  important  public  concern. 

Now,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  al- 
ready reserved  to  itself  a  veto  over  the  leicnslatioh 
of  the  Territory.  To  enable  us  to  act  understand- 
ingly  in  this  capacity  which  we  have  reserved  to 
ourselves,  it  is  proper  that  these  laws  should  be 
printed,  so  that  we  can  know  what  they  are. 

It  is  for  the  very  reason  that  I  do  not  know 
what  a  solitary  one  of  these  laws  is,  that  I  desire 
to  have  them  printed.  The  expense  of  printing  is 
a  small  matter. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Arkansas  says  that  they 
have  sent  these  laws  herein  manuscript — that  they 
have  not  printed  them  themselves.  Well,  that 
supplies  a  very  good  reason  why  wt  should  do  it. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  beUere  I  did 
not  say  that.    You  misunderstood  me. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Then  what  was  it  that  you 
said? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  did  not  say  that  they  had 
not  printed  them  at  all.  I  said  that  if  they  had 
printed  them,  they  had  chosen  to  send  us  the 
manuscript  only. 

l^r.  BAYLY.  That  does  not  alter  the  case  at 
all.  The  only  copy  of  these  laws  which  we  have 
is  in  manuscript.  Now  every  member  of  the 
House  has  a  right  to  see  those  laws,  because  every 
member  has  a  light  to  move  to  disapprove  of 
them,  and  there  is  but  one  copy  of  them  in  the 
city.  Can  there  be  a  better  reason  assigned  for 
prmting  them  ?  Suppose  the  copy  of  those  laws 
IS  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories;  there 
are  nine  members  of  the  committee,  and  each  one 
of  them  is  to  read  these  laws  in  the  manuscript. 
Why,  it  would  take  nearly  the  whole  session  for 
the  members  of  the  committee,  with  their  other 
engagements,  to  read  them — to  say  nothing  about 
the  members  of  this  House.  I  want  to  see  these 
laws,  and  they  oueht  to  be  printed. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Hall]  tells 
me  that  these  laws  are  nothing  but  a  transcript  of 
the  Kearny  code.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that^ 

Mr.  FOWLER.  You  want  to  see  that  code,  I 
suppose? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Yes,  I  want  to  see  that  code, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  suggests; 
and  I  undertake  to  sa^  here,  in  respett  to  the 
legislation  of  this  Territory  of  Utah,  that  if  the 
American  Congress  does  not  keep  its  eyes  open, 
and  does  not  look  to  ,what  they  are  domg  there, 
we  shall  one  of  these  days  have  an  extent  of  trou- 
ble with  that  people  that  nobody  here  now  dreams 
of.    Let  any  one  read  the  history  of  that  people. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Will  my  collea^e  allow  me 
to  say  one  single  word,  as  an  additional  reason 
for  the  printing  of  these  laws? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Certainly.  I  yield  the  floor  to 
my  colleague. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  will  inform,  my  colleague 
and  the  House,  that  I  understand  that  code  to 
have  been  written  by  a  private  soldier  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  WeU,  what 
then? 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  want  the  code  printed,  be- 
cause I  understand  that  it  reflects  great  credit 
upon  the  private  soldier  who  drew  it  up. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  has  been  print- 
ed, and  is  now  amongst  the  public  documents. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  should  be 
glad  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether 
that  soldier  had  anything  more  to  do  with  the  code 
than  the  copying  of  it?  Whetber  he  really  drew 
it  up,  and  whether  he  enacted  it?  Because  if  he 
did,  it  would  certainly  add  much  to  the  credit  he 
may  "deserve. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  w^l  explain  to  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas,  that  I  understand  the  code  was 
made  at  the  time  that  the  TerHtory  was  without 
laws,  and  in  the  occupancy  of  General  Kearny. 
One  of  his  privates  was  called  upon  by  him  to 
write  a  code  of  laws,  and  he  not  only  wrote  it,  but 
drew  it  up.  And  that  private  is  now  a  member 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  yield  me  the  floor  for  a 
moment? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Permit  me  to 
move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Oh  no,  let  me  finish  what  I 
have  got  to  say.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Does  the  gentleman  yield 
the  floor? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    Reluctantly,  I  do. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  has  been  ascerUuned  that 
these  laws  were  copied — and  I  say  it  with  no  dis- 
respect to  those  who  copied  them — from  an  odd 
volume  of  the  old  laws  of  the  Territory  or  State 
of  Missouri.  Now  we  are  asked  to  reprint,  for 
the  benefit  and  use  of  this  House,  all  those  old 
things  that  are  to  be  found  in  print  everywhere! 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  opposition  to  the  printing 
of  these  laws  only  creates  an  additional  necessity 
for  doing  it,  because  gentlemen — and  certainly 
gentlemen  such  as  my  friend  from  Arkansas — 
never  make  useless  opposition  to  anything.  I 
want  to  see  these  biws,  and  it  is  proper  that  they 
should  be  printed.    But,  to  resume  what  I  was 


saying  with  respect  to  this  Territory  of  Utah. 
Unless  this  Congress  keeps  its  eyes  open  with  re- 
•spect  to  the  movements  of  that  people,  we  are 
going  to  have  an  amountof  trouble  with  them  that 
nobody  now  conceives  of. 

Mr.  HALL.  You  are  not  in  order  in  referr- 
ing to  that  subject  now. 

Mr.  BAYLi.  If  gentlemen  will  not  interrupt 
me,  I  shall  soon  finish  what  I  have  to  say.  I^  is 
very  rarely  that  I  have  ever  been  found  out  of 
order  in  this  House,  since  I  have  been  here. 

I  will  not,  however,  pursue  the  remarks  which 
I  intended  to  make  in  reference  to  the  Utah  Ter- 
ritory, because  I  find  the  hour  is  so  late  that  ^n- 
tlemen  are  indisposed  to  hear  debate  of  any  kmd. 

[Loud  cries  or  "  Go  on  !*^ 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  that  topic 
now.  But  I  say,  it  is  false  economy,  it  is  a  mnd 
mistake  to  undertake  to  save  money  by  refusing 
to  print  matter  in  which  this  House  ought  to  feel 
an  interest,  and,  if  it  does  not,  in  which  the  coun- 
try feels  a  deep  interest. 

I  want  to  see  the  laws  that  have  been  passed  in 
New  Mexico  and  Utah.  I  want  to  understand 
what  is  going  on  in  those  Territories.  There  has 
enough  transpired  already,  in  one  of  them,  to 
awaken  the  vigilance  of  the  American  people.  As 
I  have  already  said,  the  House  has  a  veto  upon 
their  legislation;  and  to  enable  us  to  act  under- 
standingly ,  we  ought  to  have  their  laws  before  us. 
I  care  not  whether  they  are  written  by  a  private 
in  the  Army,  or  by  a  general,  or  by  anybody  else. 
I  want  to  see  them,  and  I  want  to  see  them  all  the 
more,  if  they  were  written  by  a  military  man,  for 
I  have  no  confidence  in  military  legislation — none 
whatever. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  occupy  the  floor  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  gentJeman  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  Stuart]  will  allow  me,  I  desire  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Batlt,1  that  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  the  docu- 
ment which  is  proposed  to  be  printed.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  who  was  in 
his  seat  a  minute  ago,  told  me  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  half  a  dozen  pages,  the  whole  of 
this  voluminous  document  is  now  in  print,  and 
that,  as  the  Kearny  code,  it  was  nearly  all  copied 
from  the  laws  of  Missouri,  and  those  half  dozen 
pages  contain  little  else  but  blank  paper.  So  this 
very  slight  portion  of  it  is  all  that  remains  un- 
printMl.  Yet  the  whole  document  is  to  be  re- 
printed, and  for  what  purpose  ?  Now,  1  ask  my 
friend  from  Virginia — for  I  will  use  that  word,  so 
often  very  improperly  used  in  this  House— >-if  he 
ever  in  his  life  read  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  anv  ofu 
Territory  when  they  were  printed  ?  If  these  laws 
wers  pnnted,  I  do  not  believe  they  will  be  read 
by  a  single  member.  The  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, whose  business  it  is  to  examine  into  these 
matters,  wilt  of  course  do  it.  Now,  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  if  he  ever  in  his 
life  read  one  single  copy  of  Uie  laws  of  any  Terri- 
tory, when  presented  in  this  manner  for  our  con- 
sideration ?  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  me  a 
categorical  answer. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  will  answer  the  gentleman. 

Mr.JQHNSON.    Yes  or  no? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  do  not  choose  that  the  gentle- 
man shall  dictate  to  me  my  answer;  I  prefer  to 
give  it  in  my  own  way. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  not  insist  upon  the 
gentleman's  answering  it  categorically. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  think  I* can  dispose  of  this 
auestion,if  gentlemen  will  allow  me,  so  that  nei- 
tner  of  them  will  have  any  right  to  complain. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well;  1  will  not  keep  my 
friend  from  Michigan  [Mr.  StuartI  standing 
much  longer.  [Laughter.]  I  will  allow  him  to 
have  his  way. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
for  one  moment? 

Mr.  STUART.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
first  to  make  my  suggestion? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    Certainly. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  would  suggest  that  if  this 
House  adjourn  pending  this  motion,  the  paper 
will  still  be  printed.  I  understand  the  Speaker 
may  control  this  matter  to  some  extent,  and  he 
may  order  it  to  be  printed  or  not.  I  assure  the 
House  that  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  will 
not  proceed  rashly  in  this  matter,  the  chairman 
being  absent.  1  hope  the  House  will  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    1  undertake  to  say  that,  if  the 


House  adjourn  with  this  motion  to  reconsider 
the  motion  to  print  still  pending,  no  printing  will 
be  done  until  tnat  motion  is  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ClMiir  will  retpark  that 
he  shall  feel  himself  called  upon  to  order  &,^us- 
pension  of  printing  until  this  motion  is  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  STyART.  Under  the  assoranca  of  the 
Chair,  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  House  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

•  PETITIONS,  kc 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  k^.y  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coBiminees : 

By  Mr.  MILLER,  for  Mr.  Darst  :  A  petition  of  the  Obia 
and  Mississippi  RaUroad  Company,  askuic  fix  right  of  wajr 
and  grant  of  lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  C.  Kuha,  for  compwiastion  for 
services  in  the  Mexican  war. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Oeorge  K.  McGonnegto,  surviTinc 
partner  of  Hill  k,  McGunnegle,  for  coropensalioo  for  sub- 
sistence Aimi.ohed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ga^tavus  Peterson,  for  p«nsia«  for 
services  in  ttie  Black  Hawk  war. 

Also,  the  petition  for  compensation  for  services  in  tb« 
Mexican  war. 

Also,  the  petition  ofKi^^ert  Forsyth,  asking  a  con  Annatioa 
of  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  St.  Louis  county,  Miasoari. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  W.  Kingsbernr,  for  conillnn> 
atlon  of  a  Spanish  grant  of  land  to  him  as  Ic^  represeot- 
adve  of  John  Pierre  Cabanm. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  8f .  Lonis  Chamber  of  Oom- 
merce,  for  the  improvement  of  tht  Ohio  river  opposite 
Lonisville,  Kentucky. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Hall  Hutson,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memonal  of  many  merchants 
and  other  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  one  or  more 
vessels  be  detailed  by  the  Government  fbrareeoimoissancv 
of  such  ports  of  the  China  seas,  the  Straits  of  Gaspar,  and 
the  Java  sea,  as  lie  directly  in  the  various  tracks  or  ve«»ets 
proceeding  to  and  from  China. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  R.  Wurchever,  D.  Lewta,  and 
numerous  other  citizens  of  Philadelphia  connected  with 
commerce,  asking  Congress  to  make  appropriatioa  for  oon- 
structing  piers  and  harbors  in  the  river  Delaware. 

Also,  the  mem<Hrial  of  numerous  citizen  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  for  a  repayment  of  duties  paid  by  petitionera  upon 
imported  merchandise  destroyed  by  a  great  Are  in  fiew 
Yorit. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  asked  permissioB  to  withdmw  tkmm 
the  flies  of  the  House  the  memorial  and  aocompaoving  pa- 
pers of  Amelia  and  Louisa  Dtimas,  to  be  isArrad  lo  the 
proper  committee. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :  The  fhllowing  peti- 
tions and  memorials :  Of  Nathan  H.  Wetts,  applicatk>n  for 
arrearages  of  pension ;  of  Lewis  Roberts;  addltkiaal  proof 
of  Chartes  and  Valentine  Sevier,  applicants  for  a  pension  ; 
and  the  application  of  Brooksy  Bell,  for  arrearages  of  pen- 
sion. 

Also,  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  the  foOowing  persons, 
which  have  been  heretofore  reforied  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees: William  K.  Blair,  John  Conklin,  HenrvClick,Cba^ 
C.  Cargill,  Washington  Denham,  John  Endish,  Lawson 
Goodwin,  valentine  Sevier,  Cornelius  ftughes,  Elisabeth 
Huntsman,  John  Kerbaugh,  widow  of  Edward  Moody,  Jon- 
athan Naif,  James  M.  Rhea,  Lewis  Roberts.  David  TrozaH, 
Robert  Trevitt,  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  James 
Wright,  Jr  ,  N.  H.  WelU,  Nathaniel  B.  Wills,  Howsoa 
Kenner,  WilKam  Mann,  John  Naff  and  W.  W.  Roekhald, 
Thomas  Whinney. 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  The  petition  of  Hartley  T.  Howard  and 
556  other  citizens  of  Iiyliana  and  DHnois,  asking  a  donatioa 
of  public  land  to  aid  in  the  eonstmetion  of  a  railroad  lYom 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  to  iaterseet  the  lUiBois  Central  Rail- 
road. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER :  The  petition  of  Benjamin  P.  Wins- 
low  and  six  other  citizens  of  Fall  River,  Maasachnsetts, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  bassed  prohibiting  the  ia^iorta- 
tion  ofinloxicatlng  liquors  iVom  foreign  countries. 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York :  The  petition  and 
papers  of  R.  M.  Bouton. 

By  Mr.  BRAGG :  The  memorial  of  eitiaens  of  Sooth  Al- 
abama, praying  for  a  resurvey  of  the  public  lands  ia  the  ^a- 
triet  of^St.  Stephen  *s,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  praying  to  be  released  ft-om 
a  Judgment  in  fhror  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  asked  and  obtained  leasa 
to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Dmsilla  Bukey,  and 
that  the  same  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims.       p 

IN  SENATE. 
Satu&dat,  Jummnf  10,  1853. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Moroaii. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Altbn,  New  Hampshire,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  amicable  adjustment  of  inter- 
national controversies;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Port  Wardens  of  the 
port  of  Charleston;  the  memorial  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Charleston  Mariqa-Society; 
and  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  that 
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from  the  fund  which  htm  accumulated  in  the  Treas- 
my  from  hoiipital  and  prize  money  and  unclaimed 
baJancca  due  to  deceased  aeamen,  provision  may  be 
Side  in  forei^  ports  foi^the  comfort  and  accom- 
mjirion  of  sick  seamen;  ^rhich  was  referred  to 
tbeCemmittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  the  petty  of- 
inrs»  seamen »  and  marines,  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  North  Carolina,  praying  the  repeal  of 
tkc  act  of  last  session  of  Congress  requiring  them 
ta  receiTe  their  ration  in  kind;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
•fa  convention  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  held  at  Orka- 
loon,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  that  State  for  the 
CMMtmction  of  a  railroad  from  Davenport  to  Coun- 
cil Bhifis;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Arkansas  Central  Railroad  Company,  praying  a 
donation  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  the  Mississippi,  opposite  Memphis,  to  the 
boondary  of  Texas;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  QWIN  presented  the  petition  of  James  W. 
Low,  preying  compensation  for  the  capture  of  the 
Britirii  private  armed  schooner  "  An^''  during  the 
fast  war  with  Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  the  heirs 
of  Sylvester  Day,  late  an  assistant  surgedn  in  the 
Army,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  the  money 
{■id  by  the  demand  for  a  substitute  during  the 
time  he  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  dis- 
chargii^  his  duties  as  soigeon  at  ^e  United  States 
Miwea^j  at  AU^hany,  Pennsylvania;  which  was 
refisred  t^  ths  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  a  Committee  of  Inventors 
■ad  Patentees,  praying  certain  amendments  to  the 
patent  laws;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
ea  Puents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  8PRUANCE  presented  a  petition  of  dti- 

usm  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  appropriation 

for  the  construction  of  piers  and  harbors  in  ^the 

Debware  river  and  bay;  which  was  referred  to  the 

C«BBiaee  on  Commerce. 

YiFBRS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

^ttsdon  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

QMniThatctM  pctMoaorNathaaiel  King  Kendall^on 
-ttrikifl^  ttie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comoiittee  on  the 
AsOAee  and  Poet  Roadt. 

ObaMmon  by  Mr.  SMITH,  it  was 
<M«W,  That  the  petHtos  of  Frmneifl  P.  Gardiner,  on 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Cominittee  on 


On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

(hritnd.  That  the  memorial  of  John  Tucker,  on  the  file* 
if  tbc  Sente,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claima. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

<Mcred,  That  the  petition  of  Gad  flumpbreya,  on  the 
flitoffbe  Senate,  be  referred  lotheyCommittee  of  Claima. 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  petition  of  John  Underwood,  on  the 

fin  ef  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 

Lini  Claima. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
eaonranicatinx  th^  proceeding*  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in 
*tcan  of  WUtiam  K.  Latimer,  a  captain  in  tie  Navy,  be 
■fared  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AITaira. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

*  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  payment  of  outstanding  loan  office  and 
fiaslaettlement  certificates  issued  for  money  loaned, 
or  for  services,  or  for  suppliM  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its' title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  GEYER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
tdted  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  decla— 
ing  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
■oori  to  impose  taxes  on  lands  hereafter  sold  by 
tiM  0oited  States  in  said  State,  from  and  after  the 
Afty  of  sale;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Psbhe  Lands. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  agreeably  to  prerious  notice, 
uM  and  obtained  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  erant- 
isg  tte  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  aid  of  the  eonstrue* 
tioR  of  certain  railroads  in  said  State;  which  was 
Nsi  a  int  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
fand  to  the  Committee  on  Pubbc  Lands. 


REPORT  FROM  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  or 
Enoch  Baldwin  and  others,  reported  back  the 
same  without  amend  ment ,  accompanied  by  a  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printea. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Caii,  the  39th  December,  in 
relation  to  the  construction  of  the  Capitol,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  Library. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CAoS,  it  was 

Orimrtd,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  FELCH  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

RetoUed,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  PuUie  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  granting  a  right  of  way  through  the  jniblic  lands  to  all 
railroad  companies  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  respect- 
ive States  to  oonstnict  said  roads,  when  the  same  pass 
throu^  each  lands. 

MARINE  CORPS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Clemens,  on  the  6th  instant; 
which  was  read,  as  follows,  and  agreed  to: 

AmoIm^  That  tlie  Committee  on  Militarv  Affiiirs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  sepa- 
rate code  of  regulations  ibr  the  government  of  the  Marine 
Corps  of  tbe  United  Smtes. 

B9  it  fmrther  retohti.  That  said  committee  be  also  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authoriaing  the 
President  of  Uie  United  States  to  appoint,  annually,  two 
cadets  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  to  be  edu- 
cated with  a  view  to  appointment  in  the  Marine  Corps. 

STATE  OF  THE  SURVEYS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
SniELni  yesterday: 

Re$ol9ed,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
to  employ  a  dra^sman  to  mark  and  lay  down  on  the  maps 
now  In  the  room  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the 
state  of  the  surveys,  and  also  show  what  has  been  disposed 
of  by  sale  or  otherwise.  Tbe  rate  of  compensation  Jbr  tbe 
service  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  clerk  not  exceeding 
f  1,800  per  annum. 

Mr.  SUIELDS.  Lest  there  should  be  some 
misunderstanding  with  reeard  to  this  resolution, 
I  will  state  what  is  its  object.  It  is  a  resolution 
which  I  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  report  to  the  Senate.  DraAsmen 
have  been  employed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  several  years,  who  have  prepared  maps 
showing  the  state  of  the  public  lanas  in  the  differ- 
ent States  of  the  Union.  That  labor  has  been 
performed  at  a  very  great  expense,  and  hq^  been 
exceedingly  difficult  and  troublesome.  Those  who 
have  performed  the  work  have  gone  to  the  General 
Land  Office  and  examined  the  plats  and  the  aur- 
vejrs,  and  have  brought  these  maps  up  nearly  to 
the  present  time.  In  our  committee  room  we  have 
the  maps  ready  for  the  work,  and  the  work  is 
nearly  performed  under  the  operation  of  some 
former  resolution.  The  object  of  this  resolution, 
then,  is  not  to  go  into  anything  like  the  expense 
which  has  been  incurred  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  should  object  to  that,  fiut  the  1^- 
bor  has  been  done  in  the  House,  and  is  on  the 
maps  of  the  House,  and  all  we  want  is  to  ti>ans- 
fer  that  work  to  the  maps  which  are  now  in  our 
room.  I  understand  the  work  can  be  done  with- 
out much  loss  of  time,  and  at  a  very  trifling  ex- 
pense. It  can  be  done,  perhaps,  in  three  months. 
The  expense,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
resolution,  is  not  to  exceed  the  hire  of  a  clerk  for 
the  time  he  u  employed;  and  we  shall  secure 
thereby  the  benefit  of  all  the  information  which 
has  been  collected  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  several  years.  The  expense  has  been 
incurred  and  the  labor  performed  for  the  House, 
and  the  question  is,  whether  we  will  take  advan- 
tage of  it. 

^The  resolution  was  adopted. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representt|^Yes, 
by  Mr.  Fornbt,  their  Clerk,  was  received,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  PasiiDBirr:  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  following  bills,  in  wtiich  they  request  the  con- 
earrence  of  the  Senate : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia  Woolen 
Company;  ' 

An  aci  for  the  relief  of  Edward  ETerett; 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  C.  Cash  and  Giles 
U.  Ellis; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Robinson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gardner  Herring; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  A  Ibra  Tripp; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  SilaA Champion,  of  the 
State  of  New  Vork; 
,    An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Philip  Miller; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnston; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milligan; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Blodget; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp;  and 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  arrears  of  pension  to 
the  guardian  of  Artemas  Conant. 

MAILS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

The  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Postmastei^ 
Generai  to  legalize  certain  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  in  California  and  Oregon, 
was  read  a  third  time  ancl  passed. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dade, 
widow  of  the  Ute  Major  F.  L.  Dade,  United  States 
Army; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Chaney  and 
others; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Greene; 

An  act  granting  relief  to  John  A.  McGaw,  of 
New  York; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  William  A.  Slacum,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Hetzel, 
widow  and  administratrix  of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late 
assistant  quartermaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Adjutant  General  Roger 
Jones;  *• 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwinell; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Allen  G.  Johnson;  and 

An  act  to  extend  a  patent  heretofore  granted  to 
John  Schley,  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

NAVY-TARD  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  should  be  gratified  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  now  procetd  to  the  consideration  of 
Senate  bill  No.  15,  which  is  a  bill  to  establish  a 
navy-yard  and  depdt  on  the  bay  of  San  Francisco, 
in  California.  This  is  a  bill  on  which  it  appears 
neoessarv  that  there  should  be  immediate  action. 
The  bill  requires  the  President  of  th'e  United 
States  to  cause  an  examination  and  survey  to  be 
made  of  the  bay  of  San  Francie^,  by  a  board  of 
experienced  officers,  with  a  view  of  selecting  such 
a  site  for  a  navy-yard  nnd  depdt,  on  that  bay,  as 
will  be  most  suitable  for  such  an  establishment. 
Now,  if  that  board  is  not  appointed  immediately, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  make  a  survey 
and  report  upon  it  before  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, and,  of  course,  impossible  to  take  any  ac- 
tive measures  before  that  time  for  the  construction 
of  a  navy-yard.  It  has  been  found  that  in  the 
site  formerly  designed  for  a  navy-yard,  there  is 
not  sufficient  water,  and  that  some  other  location 
^ill  have  to  be  chosen.  « 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  bill  should  be 
passed  as  early  as  possible.  At  the  last  session 
of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  ailthorizing  the 
building  of  a  sectional  floating^dry-dock,  and  the 
same  oojection  exists  in  regard  to  the  location  of 
this  dock,  as  in  the  location  of  the  navy-yard, 
namely  a  want  of  sufficient  water.  There  was  a 
site  selected  for  this  dock,  and  an  experiment  made 
by  which  it  was  ascertained  that  the  location  was 
unsuitable.  The  dock  is  now  bnilt,  and  in  a  few 
days  it  will  be  ready  to  be  ;Uiipped.  But  unless 
another  location  be  selected,  it  wul  be  of  little  or  no 
use.  There  will  be  no  expense  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  the  passage  of  this  bill  except  from  the 
appointmentor  these  commissioners,  and  the  selec- 
tion of  a  site  for  this  dock  and  navy-yard.  This 
bill  was  reported  unanimously  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AfTairs,  and  I  hope  that  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  takin?  it  up. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is  to  postpone 
all  the  previous  orders  in  order  to  take  up  this  bill. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  consideration  of 
the  previous  order  was  postponed,  and  the  motion 
to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  .to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  and  considered  by  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Tbe  original  bill  consists  of  two  sections,  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with 
two  additional  sections  as  amendments.  The  first 
section  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
bay  of  San  Francisco  to  be  made  by  a  board 
of  commissioners,  to  i)e  appointed  by  him  for 
ttiat  purpose,  with  the  view  of  selecting  a  location 
for  a  navy-yard  and  dry-dock.  The  second  sec- 
tion provides  that  when  such  site  shall  be  so  se- 
lecteo,  the  President  shall  appoint  and  assign  such 
officers,  and  make  such  arrangements,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  establishment  of  such  navy-, 
yard,  upon  the  most  approved  plan. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  compnittee,  and 
contained  in  sections  three  and  four,  provides  that 
'in  the  selection  of  such  site,  regard  shaU  be  had  to 
its  adaptation  for  tbe  construction  of  a  basin  and 
railway,  and  the  location  of  the  sectional  floating 
dry-dock  now  in  course  of  construction;  and  that 
the  President  be  authorized  to  allow  additional 
compensation,  not  exceeding  double  the  amount 
of  their  present  pay,  to  the  officers  whom  he  may 
appoint,  and  to  allow  them  the  actual  amount  of 
their  expenses  consequent  upon  the  performance 
of  their  duty. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  has 
suggested  to  me  an  objection  to  the  bill,  which  he 
will  state  to  the  Senate.  In  order  that  I  may 
make  progress,  I  am  willing  that  the  section  to 
which  ne  objects  should  be  stricken  out. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  question  will 
be  on  the  adoptiWh  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  would  suggest  that  this 
bill  should  be  laid  over  until  Monday.  It  is  a 
very  important  bill.  We  have  erected  a  number 
of  dry  docks  recently,  and  I  think  this  is  a  matter 
which  shouH  be  carefully  examined. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  not  object  to  that,  for  1 
wish  the  bill  to  be  fully  considered. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Then  I  move  to  postpone 
the  furtlier  consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday 
next. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
pone was  agreed  to. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Foote*s  resolution  as  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Badger,  declaring  tl^  series  of  compromise 
measures  of  the  last  session  a  definitive  settlement 
of  all  questions  growing  out  of  the  subject  of 
slavery. 

[Mr.  Downs  spoke  at  length  on  the  subject; 
and  in  favor  of  the  compromise  measures.  For  a 
report  of  his  speech  see  Appendix.] 

Mr.  DAVIS  then  rose  and  said:  I  believe  we 
have  reached  an  hour  when*  perhaps,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  adjourn,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  McRAE.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  to  sus- 
pend his  motion  for  a  moment*  in  order  that  I  may 
ask  him  a  question « 

.    Mr.  DAVIS.    1  comply  with  the  Senator's  re- 
quest. 

Mr.  McRAE.  Does  the  Senator  desire,  by 
making  the  motion  to  adjourn,  to  obtain  the  floor? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  remarfts 
on  the  resolution. 

IS^r.  McRAE.  I  desired  myself,  at  as  early  %. 
penod  as  I  could  do  so,  to  give  expression  to  my 
views  on  the  subject  which  is  before,  the  Senate; 
tlierefore  it  was  that  I  asked  the  Senator  whether 
he  desired  the  floor.    I  yield  to  him. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday, /anuary  12,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  G.  M.  Butler. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Orlando  Pierce,  a  private  soldier  killed  in 
the  war  wiih  Mexico,  praying  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  memorial  of  F.  Mac- 
inanus,  praying  the  euactment  of  a  law  to  author- 
ize debenture  on  goods  transported  through  Port 
La  Baca,  San  Antonio,  and  the  Rio  Grande,  to 
Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  submitted  additional  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  States  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  indemnity  for  lands 
surrendered  to  enable  the  United  States  to  comply 


with  the  stipulations  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington  of  August  9,  1842;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army,  pVaying  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained during  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  assistant 
marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  West- 
chester county.  New  York,  praying  additional 
compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  oflkers 
of  the  United  States  Army  stationed  in  Califor- 
nia, praying  a  continuance  of  the  increased  pay 
granted  by  an  act  of  Congress;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  Ine  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  the  ri^ht  of 
way  through  the  public  lands  for  a  railroad" from 
Shawneetown  to  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite 
St.  Louis,  Missouri;  whicli  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  against  the  in- 
troduction of  corporal  punishment  m  the  Navy; 
which  were  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  the  memorial  of 
Robert  H.  Cafl^ee  and  otKer#,  lately  attached  to 
the  Commission  for  running  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  praying  to  be  allowed  their  pay  and  trav- 
eling expenses  from  the  time  they  ceased  to  be 
employed  on  that  service  until  their  return  to  their 
homes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Wes- 
ley Smith,  alderman,  and  five  hundred  residents  of 
the  eleventh  ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  calling 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  question  of  inter- 
vention of  Russia  in  the  struggle  of  Hungary  for 
freedom.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  komtrabU  tht  Senate  andHouae  of  Reprt»eniative$ 
of  the  UnUed  Statet  of  America  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citieens  oftheelf^venth  ward  in  the 
city  ol*  New  Vork,  do  respectfully  cepredent,  that  tve  do 
consider  that  die  petition  of  Louis  Kossuth,  on  belialfof  the 
people  of  Uungary,  is  in  accordance  with  those  principles 
of  justice  and  light  which  wc  find  hnplanted  in  our  utinds, 
and  to  which  all  humanity  owes  allegiance.  And  as  we 
consider  that  to  shrink  (rora  the  performance  of  a  duty  im- 
posed by  those  principles,  as  cowBrdly  in  a  creat  nation, 
we  nuk  of  your  honorable  bodies  tliat  yon,  in  nehalf  of  the 
United  States,  of  whom  we  are  apart,  do  proclaim  your  ac- 

Suiesconce  ita  the  three  petitions  offered  by  said  Louis 
Losfiuth  in  a  speech  made  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  ina> 
nicipal  authorities  of  New  York,  or  in  so  many  of  those  pe- 
titions af  our  Constitution  and  laws  permit  your  acquies- 
cence in. 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAJ*D  CANAL, 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  have  a  petition,  very 
numerously  signed  by  the  people  of  Tennessee, 
and  particularly  of  the  city  of  Nashville.     It  prays 
Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  rendering  the  navis^ation  of  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal  free.    It  shows  tiie  amount  of 
tolls  received  upon  that  canal  from  the  lime  of  its 
construction.     The  sum  received  in   1850  was 
$115,000;  and  in  1851  the  anumnty  it  is  believed, 
was  $150,000.    I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by 
showing  how  the  amount  received  haa  increased 
from  $12,750  up  to  $150,000.    1  have  already 
giyen  notice  that  I  intend  to  brin^  in  a  bill  upon 
this  subject,  which  1  shall  ofier  within  a  few  days. 
I  do  not  know  any  committee  to  which  it  will  be 
proper  to  refer  the  memorial  at  present,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  it  will  be  received  and  laid  upon  the 
table. 
It  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. , 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    1  have  also  received, 
upon  the  same  subiect,  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  in  which 
they  represent  the  necessity  of  making  thenavim- 
tion  of  that  canal  frbe,  and  of  an  appropriation  for 
its  enlargement;  and  embracing  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions upon  the  whole  subject;  and  for  the  reason 
already  assigned,  I  will  give  it  the  same  d^tina- 
tion. 
It  was  according:ly  laid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 

Ordtredf  That  tbe  petition  of  Nancy  Bowt n,  on  the  ffiei 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Peasioim, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTJBIR,  i%wem 


Orthredj  That  the  memorial  of  ENxabe^  V.  Lomax,  on 
the  files  or  the  Senste,  be  referred  to  the  Convnilt^e  <ms 

Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWAED,  it  was  » 

Orderedf  That  tbe  petitioQ  of  Creone  G.  Bishop  ami  Pe- 
fer  U.  Morgan,  administrator  of  J<^  Arnold,  decease^, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  ^  the  Committee  o« 
Falenta  and  the  Patent  Office. 

REPORTS  FROAT  STANDING  COMMrTTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Conimittee  of  ClaimSa 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  A- 
Duer,  administrator  of  William  A.  Duer,  de<;easedp 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  revise  and 
continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  provisions 
of  an  act  relative  to  suspended  entries  of  publio 
land,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whon» 
was  referred  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land 
office  in  Michigan,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Conranittee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  communicatioi» 
from  Aaron  H.  Palmer,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  the  following  resolution ;  wnidi  was 
considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Rexohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  b«  iim- 
charged  from-  the  further  consideration  of  the  cotojuttnica- 
tlon  of  Aiuron  H.  Palmer,  relalinf  to  tbe  cotooial  depend- 
eocies  of  Japan,  and  a  plan  for  opeatng  tbsl  WDpiaa  to  tb* 
commerce  oif  ttie  United  States. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was. 
Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed* 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  oo  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Portland,  Maine,  submitted  a  report,,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  erection  of  a  Marine  hospital  at  Portland, 
Maine. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Puhlie  Lands  be  dis^ 

charged  from  tbe  further  consideratioQ  of  the  memorial  oT 

James  B.  Cushing  and  others. 

CASE  OF  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  SNODGRASS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Comnuttet  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  reported  a  bill,  accompanied4»T  a  re- 
port, for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Snodgrass. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  sum  of  |330  be  appro- 
priated out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropnated,  to  reimburse  to  Captain 
Thomas  Snodfrasn  the  expense^  incurred  by  him 
for  a  team,  and  balance  for  forage  and  subsistence 
furnished  to  his  company  of  volunteers  while  em- 
ployed as  a  guard,  or  escort,  for  a  party  of  enii- 
grating  Cherokees  in  the  year  1838. 

Mr.  8.  1  will  say,  in  explanation  of  the  rq}ort, 
that  this  bill  was  before  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  at  a  previous  session;  that  at  that  time 
this  claim  received  a  faithfUl  investigation,  and 
from  the  evidence  adduced,  ft  was  clear  that  it  wa& 
just,  beyond  all  question.  The  committee  there- 
fore, without  hesitation  recommenced  the  passage 
of  that  bill  at  the  last  session,. and  in  the  report 
they  now  present,  they  merely  refer  to  a  report 
which  was  formerly  aiade.  Tne  amount  recom- 
mended is  the  same  ast^tembmcedin  the  former 
Senate  bill. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  act  upon  this  bill  now.  It 
has  been  reported  upon  before,  and  was  unani- 
mously recommended  by  the  coinmittee. 

There  being  no  ol^ection,  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  no  amendment  being  offered,  it  was  reported 
back  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

LOCATING  MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  PabUc  Lands  to  ask  to  be  diashaiged 
from  tbe  further  consideration  of  a  number  of  pe- 
titions referred  to  them,  asking  additional  compen- 
sation to  the  several  land  officers  for  locating  mili- 
tary bounty  land  warrants  in  the  several  States. 
•  Mr.  WALKER.  I  would  inquire  if  the  eom- 
roittee  have  any  special  reason^  for  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  these  peti- 
tions, and  whether  the  committee  which  makes  thii 
report  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  aKtrae  to 
giving  further  c^DmpsBsation? 
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Mr.  FBLCH.  i  should  htkrti  stated,  but  {  sup- 
posed CY^eiT  Senator  knew,  that  we  hare  reported 
m&for  or  giving  additional  eompensation;  and 
^teifbre  it  was  that  we  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
tbf  ibrther  consideration  of  these  memorials. 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  I  understand  what  the 
Snator  refars  to,  it  is  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
Bforiding  for  the  assignabihty  of  land  warrants; 
nt  if  tiuit  bill  should  not  become  a  law,  the  pro-^ 
Tisiofl  to  whkh  the  Stoator  refers  will  jgo  down 
efceurse. 

Mr.  FELCH.  We  cannot  be  accountable  for 
what  may  be  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  whatever  it  may  be,  it  is  competent  for 
SB?  member  to  present  the  subject  ag^n. 

Tlie  motidn  was  ag^reed  to,  and  it  was 

OrSerei,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
chHfsd  fhHb  tbe  Anther  eonsidenition  of  die  petition  of  the 
iMi  mi  preaeat  tend  officers  of  Dixon,  Illinois,  praying  ad- 
ditittul  compensation  on  account  of  services  connected 
*di  tovnr^  Unds,  and  from  the  several  memorials  and  pe- 
ttiau OB  the  same  sabjeet  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  subsequently  moved  to 
postpone  all  prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
op  and  disposing  of  the  bill  referred  to,  to  make 
boimty  land  warrants  assignable.  He  said  he 
teamed  fVom  many  Senators,  that  they  were  in 
tile  receipt  of  large  numbers  of  letters  m  relation 
to  that  measure.  He  had  received  many  himself, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  be 
dsposed  of.  As  it  was  discussed  and  passed  at 
the  last  session,  he  apprehended  no  debate  upon  , 
i  DOW,  and  hence  he  made  his  motion,  believing 
iiui  it  would  consume  but  very  little  time. 

After  a  brief  conversation,  tne  honorable  Sena- 
loragreed  to  postpone  his  motion  until  to-morrow. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  wish  to  ask  a  favor  of  the 
Sesale  this  morning,  and  that  is,  that  I  may  be 
diacburged  from  farther  service  as  a  member  of 
tbeCMBmitlee  o»  Public  Lands*  f  am  chairman 
«f  tw»  other  committees  of  the  Senate;  and  as  the 
oQBsnttae  is  now  constituted,  there  are  tfarsfe  mem- 
bers from  three  at^tning  States.  I  think,  there- 
face,  ttet  it  tB  but  just  to  the  Southwest,  or  some 
«4«  portioB  of  tbe  country,  that  they  should  have 

aTORMatatiTe* 
ThtapestioQ  bebg  taken,  it  was  agreed  to;  and 

<ff  amfli  of  Mr.  Sbhelds,  it  was 

MiMrf;  That  the  Preaideivt  pro  iemfore  of  the  Senate 
dMU  oocaaioaed  In  tbe  ConuBitlee  on  Pub- 


Mr.  BoftLAMD  waa  appointed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

BIr.  FISH,  agreeabljr  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  ui  a  biH  to  increase  the 
■daryof  the  districtjudce  of  the  United  States  for 
the  southern  district  of  JFlorida;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

NOTICE  OF  BILL. 

Mr.  FBLCH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
ISave  to  ifitroducft  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  William 
A.  Bichmond. 

INDEX  TO  TJIE  LAWS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  submitted  the  following  re^lu- 
tisB;  whiek  was  considered  by  unanimous  oon- 
aentf  and  agreed  to: 

gwalmrf.  That  of  the  arsopiical  index  of  the  lawspre- 
land  aad  printed  parsiiant  to  a  reaolution  of  tbe  Seoate^oere 
■edbttibaCed  ia  die  Munc  manner  as  tbe  copies  of  Little  B^ 
AsMrn^  editfon  of  the  laws  were  dbtributed  ander  the  act 
<  Ml  AagMt,  1840,  (except  to  the  Libmry  of  Congnm,) 
■X  hndred  and  feveDtjr  eopiea ;  and  ta  eheta  member  of 
iha  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  who  has  not  ai- 
res^ reeejved  the  same,  one  copy;  uid  that  ten  copies  be 
flaetd  ia  ttie  Library  of  Congress. 

tfmttti.  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  te  famished 
vilh  iha  fui  votoma  of  Little  ft  Brown's  eAtitm  of  the 
lawi^aod  that  die  preceding  vnlames  be  (\imiahed  to  those 
laeaAers  who  have  not  already  received  them. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  (bllowing  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
•eatBtives  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
(heirtitltt7 

An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  the  Vh^ia  Woolen 
Goapany; 

An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Edwai^  Everett;  and 

Am  aa  for  the  rehef  of  David  C.  Cash  and  Giles 
U.EUis. 

Oritni,  That  they  be  reftrred  teflie  Committee  on  Mil- 
haryA^n. 

T%e  foUowinf  bills  were  read  a  first  and  second 
^- by  ^wir  titei 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Robinson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gardner  Herring; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Albra  Trippi; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Champion,  of  the 
State  of  New  York; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Miller; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnston; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Milligan; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Blodget: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp;  and 

An  act  for  the  pajrment  of  arrears  of  pension  to 
the  guardian  of  Artemus  Conant. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Pen> 
sioas. 

FTRE  AT  THE  CAPITOL. 

A  message  aras  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Fornkt,  their  Clerk: 

Mr.  Frbsiihuit:  The  House  of  Reprasentativea  eoncar 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  in  contiequcuce  of 
the  late  Are  at  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  BADGER  subsequently  reported  the  bill 
duly  enrolled. 

PRINTING  OF   THE  SEVENTH    CENSUS. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  make  a  motion.  I 
believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  to  suspend 
the  present  order  of  business,  for  the  purpose  of 
takinj^  up  the  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
printing  of  the  retmms  of  the  Seventh  Census.  I 
move,  therefore,  to  suspend  all  the  previous  orders, 
both  special  and  generSd,  with  the  view  of  taking 
up  that  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Is  not  the  unfinished  business  of 
Saturday  the  order  of  the  day  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  the  first  special  or- 
der; but  the  Senator  from  Indiema  [Mr.  Brioht] 
moves  to  postpone  all  the  orders  of  the  day,  both 
special  ana  general,  to  take  up  this  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
that,  i  think  that  ais  my  friend  from  Connecticut 
[Mr.  Smith]  has  been  kept  in  a  state  of  painfUl 
suspense  for  some  time,  with  all  these  papers  be- 
fore hjm,  it  is  but  fair  that  he  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  eicpresstng  his  sentiments.  I  hope, 
nowever,  if  this  measure  is  taken  up  this  morn- 
ing, it  will  be  with  the  understanding  that  the 
imfinished  business  shall  follow  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  follow  as  a  matter 
of  course,  being  the  unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  previous  orders,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  joint  resolution, 
and  is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Be  U  tewhoedy  ^e.j  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing 
be  dtreeted  to  contract  witli  Don«lson  fit  Armstrong  fbr 
printing  tiie  Census  returns,  upon  such  temiks  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  reasonable. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desire  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  alter 
the  enacting  words  and  insert: 

Ititmll  be  the  datyoftbe  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  In 
coniformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  *<  An  aoi 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1842,"  approved  on  the  IRth 
day  of  May  In  the  said  year,  to  contract  tor  the  composition 
and  presa-work  of copies  of  the  returns  of  the  Sev- 
enth Census,  as  tbe  same  are  classilied  and  arranged  by  the 
vnXA  Secretary ;  and  in  like  manner  to  contract  fbr  so  much 
paper  and  of  such  quality  as  he  shall  d^ciii  proper  for  the 
said  work ;  and  in  like  manner  to  contract  for  the  binding 
said  returns  as  printed  in  such  style  as  he  may  judge  expe- 
dicnt:  Provided,  The  parties  to  each  of  said  contracts  altall 
give  such  guaranty,  and  said  paper  and  work  shall  be  sub- 
le^t  to  sucn  inspection  as  said  Secretary  shall  require  to 
aavrt  the  fkithful  performance  of  the  same. 

Mr.  S.  Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  I  shonid 
have  the  ill  fortune  of  bein^  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  the  duties  of  which  are  perhaps 
more  irksome  and  unpleasant  than  those  of  any 
other  committee  in  this  honorable  body.  But  the 
Senate  having  been  pleased  to  assign  me  to  a  po- 
sition as  a  member  or  that  committee,  it  hns  become 
my  duty  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  subject  that 
is  now  before  the  Senate — a  subject  of  very  consid- 
erable importance  in  its  practical  results,  and  still 
more  important  in  reference  to  the  principle  or  rule 
of  conduct  in  regard  to  this  subject  which  is  in- 
volved in  the  resolution  now  before  us. 

At  the  outset,  Mr.  President,  of  my  remarks 
upon  tiis  subject,  I  desire  it  may  be  understood 
that  I  have  no  othet  purpose  in  addressing  the 
Senate  upon  the  present  occasion  than  to  promote 
such  a  disposition  of  the  subject  as  shall  conform 
to  the  public  interest.  I  desire  also  to  disclaim 
entertaining  any  sentiment  of  antipathy,  either 
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political  or  personal,  for  the  highly-respectable  gen- 
tlemen whose  names  are  introduced  in  this  resolu- 
tion. If  I  were  about  to  confer  a  favor  upon  any 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  various  printing  estab- 
lishments in  tills  city,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  do  that  favor  as  readily  and  as  cheer- 
fully to  the  gentlemen  who  are  named  in  that  reso- 
lution as  to  any  other  firm  or  parties  whatever, 
who  are  concerned  in  this  department  of  industry. 
But,  Mr.  President,  it  is. proposed  in  this  r^olu- 
tion  to  dispose  of  an  important  work,  which  in- 
volves the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money,  upon  tne  principle  of  favoritism;  a  princi-  , 
pie  to  which  I  utterly  object,  and  which  I  conceive 
to  be  inadmissible  on  the  present  occasion.  What 
is  the  character  of  the  resolution  that  is  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate?  It  is 
proposed  by  mv  honorable  friend  from  Indiana 
{Mr.  BatGHT]  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
shall  make  a  peremptory  order  on  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  to  make  a  contract  with  a  certain  firm 
in  this  city  denominated  Donelson  &  Armstrong, 
for  the  execution  of  this  work,  upon  such  terms 
as  this  committee  shall  judge  to  be  reasonable. 
We  are  not,  sir,  to  inquire  whether  Messrs.  Don- 
elson &  Armstrong  are  conipetent  to  perform  this 
work.  We  are  not  to  inquire  whether  they  have 
the  requisite  machinery  and  the  requisite  material, 
or  the  requisite  capital  to  enable  them  to  perforin 
the  work  in  a  manner  that  shall  comport  with  the 
public  interest.  We  are  not  to  inquire  whether 
they  are  as  competent,  or  more  compelent  than 
the  proprietors  of  other  printing  establishments  in 
the  country.  We  are  not  to  inquire  whether  they 
would  be  willing  to  do  this  important  work  on 
terms  as  favorable  to  the  public  us  those  on  which, 
other  individuals  might  be  willing  to  do  it.  But 
we  are  to  make  a  contract  with  them  at  all  events. 
There  is  to  be  no  qualification  except  what  is  in- 
volved in  that  clause  of  the  resolution  which  pro- 
vides that  it  is  to  be  done  '*upon  such  terms  as 
the  committee  may  deenf  resonable.**  Nothing 
can  be  further  fVom  my  thouffhls  than  to  cast  arijr 
imputation  upon  my  honorable  friend  from  Indi- 
ana who  has  submitted  this  proposition  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate;  and  I  certainly  would 
not  express,  as  I  do  not  entertain,  the  slightest 
want  of  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my  honor- 
able friends  who  constitute  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  But,  I  ask,  what  is 
the  character  of  this  resolution?  It  is,  that  a 
committee  of  this  body,  or  rather  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  organized,  and  properly 
organized  I  admit,  upon  political  considerations,  a 
majority  of  which,  in  tne  proportion  of  four  to 
two,  sympathize  in  feelhig  and  opinion,  and  prop- 
erly so,  with  the  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  shall  make  a  contract,  not  with  any  of 
thtwtizens  of  the  country  who  are  prepared  to,  do 
this  work  on  terms  most  favorable  to  the  publir, 
but  with  the  proprietors  of  a  political  organ — a,  , 
highly-respectable  organ  I  admit — ^to  do  this  work 
on  such  terms  as  the  majority  of  the  committee 
shall  deem  to  be  reasonable.  Now,  what  doe's 
that  mean,  Mr.  President?  It  is  proposed  that  a 
majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Cfongress  should 
confer  this  work  upon  the  proprietors  of  this  po- 
litical establishment,  as  a  matter  of  favoritism,  and 
as  a  job,  to  be  done,  to  be  sure,  "upon  such  terms 
as  the  cohimittee  may  judge  reasonable." 

Now,  sir,  we  are  not  among  those  who  would, 
for  one  moment,  harbor  the  thought  that  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
iMr.  BoRLAKD,]  or  my  other  honorable  friend, 
Mr.  Hamlik,!  would  enter  into  any  stipulation, 
under  this  resolution,  and  make  any  arrangement 
with  Donelson  &  Armstrong,  or  any  other  individ- 
uals on  earth,  which  they  bdieved  to  be  unjust,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interest.  But  the  very 
character  of  this  transaction — the  fact  that  this  work 
is  not  to  be  open  to  the  public  generally,  the  fact 
that  the  drawing  up  of  this  (Contract,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  its  terms, isto  be  committed — to  whom? — 
not  to  the  Executive,  not  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  not  to  any  officer  connected  with  the  ex- 
ecutive department  of  the  Government,  but  is  to 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  organized, 
and  properly  oi^riized,  and  composed  of  highly 
respectaole  gentlemen,  I  admit — saying  nothing  of 
the  ^minority — who  are  to  malce  a  contract  with 
the 'proprietors  of  a  political  organ  in  this  city, 
whosympathize  with  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
on  such  terms  as  the  committee  may  deem  reason- 
able.   I  am  not  nt  all  surprised  that  my  honorable 
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friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
of  whose  rectitude,  and  whose  fidelity  to  his  duties 
as  a  member  of  this  committee,  I  shall  ever  speak 
with  the  highest  respect,  has  manifested  the  utmost 
repugnance  to  having  this  duty  devolved  upon 

him. 

I  contend,  then,  that  the  very  character  and 
essence  of  this  resolution  involves  the  idea  that 
a  contract  is  to  be  made  which  is  to  confer  pecu- 
niary advantages  upon  a  particular  parhr;  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say — I  G&re  not  what  efiorts  may 
be  made  by  honorable  members  constituting  a 
riiajority  or  this  conmiittee — that  it  will  involve 
Uie  expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
over  and  above  what  should  be  required  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  which  is  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  are  some  objections, 
which  should  be  urged  in  detail,  to  the  measure 
now  before  the  Senate,  and  to  which  fwish  to 
invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  body.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  to  remark 
that  in  the  present  state  or  condition  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  resolution,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  by  my  honorable  friend  from 
Indiana,  is  utterly  impracticable,  or  in  other  words, 
it  is  impossible  for  tne  Committee  on  Printing  to 
determine  what  terms  would  be  "just  and  rea- 
sonable," or  what  terms  they  should  require,  of 
Donelson  &  Armstrong,, for  the  reason,  that  Con- 
gress has  not  yet  made  any  order  specifying  the 
number  of  copies  of  these  returns  wnich  they  in- 
tend to  have  printed.  Mv  friend  from  Indiana 
does  not  propose  to  settle, by  his  resolution,  what 
number  of  copies  are  to  be  ordered  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  yet  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  this  is  a  question  to  which  he  should  have 
addressed  himself  at  once  when  he  proposed  to 
print  the  Census  returns.  Are  we  to  enter  into  a 
contract  for  the  printing  of  these  returns  without 
knowing  how  many  copies  are  to  be  ordered  by 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress?  How  can  the 
Committee  on  Printing  determine  what  terms  are 
just  and  reasonabla  unless  they  know  what  is  to 
oe  the  number  of  copies  and  the  magnitude  and 
extent  of  tlie  work  ?  If  my  honorable  friend  from 
Indiana  will  reflect  on  this  subject  for  a  single 
moment,  he  will  see  that  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  us  to  form  any  opinion  in  regard  to  wnat  shcdl 
be  the  terms.  And  why  tti  it  so .'  Because  the 
cost  of  composition  for  one  hundred  copifs,  or 
even  one  copy,  is  exactly  the  same  that  it  would 
be  for  ten  thousand  copies.  If  you  order  five 
hundred  copies,  you  are  then  to  pav  per  copy  a 
comparativeljr  high  price,  because  tne  expense  of 
composition  is  only  spread  over  five  hundred 
copies.  But  if  you  order  the  printing  of  five 
thousand  copies,  the  cost  of  composition  is  divi- 
ded among  tne  five  thousand  copies,  and  the  price 
becomes  comparatively  low  per  copy;  and  if  you 
print  ten  thousand,  then  the  expense  of  composi- 
*  fion  is  distributed  over  a  greater  number  of  copies, 
and  the  cost  per  copy  becomes  still  lower  than  if 
five  thousand  copies  are  printed.  I  .say  again, 
then,  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done,  before  we 
make  any  contract  for  this  printing,  is  to  deter- 
mine what  number  of  copies  we  are  to  print.  If 
mj^friend  from  Indiana  will  refer  to  tne  act  of 
Congress  which  was  passed  in  regard  to  the  Sixth 
Census,  he  will  find  that  the  law  which  provided 
for  the  printing,  fixed  also  the  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed.    It  provides: 

**  That  when  the  aforesaid  enameration  shall  t»6  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secreuiry  of  State, 
by  the  marphals  of  the  several  Slates,  he  shall  direct  the 
printers  to  Congress  to  print  ibr  the  use  of  Confress  ten 
thousand  copies  of  tiie  aforesaid  returns  received  ftt>in  the 
marshals." 

Now,  then,  Mr.  Pr^ident,  I  object  entirely  to 
the  passage  of  that  resolution,  even  in  the  form 
in  which  it  has  been  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  until  the  Senate  is  prepared  to  decide  as 
to  the  number  of  copies  of  these  returns  which 
shall  be  printed;  for  there  is  no  possibility  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  deciding  what  terms  would 
be  just  and  reasonable  until'  they  know  what 
number  of  copies  they  are  to  order. 

But,  Mr.  President,  what  is  more  than  that,  the 
price  per  copjr  will  not  only  depend  upon  the 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed,  and  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  distribution  of  the  cost  of  composi- 
tion over  the  entire  number  of  copies,  but  there 
comes  in  another  element  which  is  materia]  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  it  is,  that  if  it  be  a 
large  number  of  copies,  the  parties  who  under- 


take the  printing  can  afford  to  make  a  propor- 
tionate reduction,  not  only  in  consequence  or  the 
distribution  of  the  cost  of  composition  over  a 
lar^e  number  of  copies,  but  they  can  afibrd  to 
make  deductions  in  consideration  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  work  itself — I  mean  the  magnitude  of 
the  number  of  copies  ordered.  If  it  1^  a  larse 
job— if  there  be  ten  thousand, or  fifleen  thousand, 
or  twenty  thousand  copies  ordered — the  ma^i- 
tude  in  reference  to  the  number  becomes  an  im- 
portant element  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  decide  judiciously  and  prop- 
erly what  terms  are  "just  and  reasonable. " 
And,  sir,  besides  all  this,  not  only  will  the  com- 
mittee be  involved  in  inextricable  difiiculty,  unless 
the  number  of  copies  is  fixed,  but  I  desire  also  to 
inquire  how  Donelson  db  Armstrong  can  them- 
selves decide  whether  they  will  accept  such  terms 
as  the  committee  may  see  fit  to  prescribe  or  dic- 
tate, unless  they  know  what  is  to  be  the  number 
of  copies  printed  ? 

Thus  there  is  axtother  difiiculty  in  the  way  of  the 
resolution  of  my  friend  from  Indiana.  It  would 
seem  to  be  equally  necessary  that  both  the  com- 
mittee and  the  proposed  contractors  should  know 
the  magnitude  or  extent  of  the  work  to  be  done; 
and,  Mr.  President,  what  do  we  know  about  it? 
The  work  is  not  completed;  no  report  of  this 
work  has  been  submitted  to  the  two  Houses  of  ^ 
Congressl  WheU  the  work  is  to  be  the  Senate 
does  not  know,  neither  is  there  any  human  being 
in  the  country  who  does  know,  or  can  know  at 
present.  We  know — or  rather  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe — that  it  is  to  be  a  work  of  very 
great  magnitude.  From  the  number  of  persons 
employed  on  the  work  at  the  present  time,  and 
from  the  length  of  time  in  which  they  have  been 
engaged,  ana  are  still  likely  to  be  engaged »  we 
may  conclude  that  it  is  to  be  a  document  of  an 
unusual  size.  I  have  understood  that  in  making 
up  the  census  returns  of  1840,  there  were  only 
seventeen  clerks  employed  in  all.  That,  we  know, 
was  a  large  work;  and  I  believe  it  was  laid  before 
Congress  and  published  as  early  in  the  session  as 
this  time,  in  1841  or  1842.  But  inst«sui  of  seven- 
teen clerks  employed,  I  understand  that  they  have 
now  in  the  Census  Office  a  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  clerks  and  messengers.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  messengers  there  are,  or  how  many  clerks; 
but  I  understand  the  roll  of  the  present  employees 
runs  up  to  a  hundred  and  sixty-one,  ana  I  sup- 
pose the  services  of  all  these  clerks  are  rendered 
necessary  by  the  great  number  of  interrogatories 
and  the  vast  amount  and  variety  of  statistics 
brought  into  the  returns  of  the  marshals  by  the 
act  of  Congress  on  this  subject.  What  is  to  be 
the  magnitude  of  this  work  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing;  and  how  can  the  committee,  without 
that  knowledge,  decide  what  terms  would  be  "just 
and  reasonable?"  Sir,  if  Messrs.  Donelson  & 
Antistrong,  in  consequence  of  the  vast  magnitude 
of  the  work,  have  to  get  a  vast  deal  of  new  ma- 
chinery, and  presses,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  type, 
which  would  be  of  very  little  use  to  them  after  the 
work  is  completed,  and  upon  which,  when  they 
come  to  make  a  disposition  of  the  machinery  and 
presses  and  type,  and  other  materials,  they  must 
sustain  a  great  loss,  then  the  committee  ought  to 
accord  one  set  of  terms.  If,  on  the  other  nand, 
it  is  comparatively  a  small  work,  coming  within 
the  capacity  of  their  present  machinery,  they  couM 
afiford  to  do  it  on  another  set  of  terms.  And  how 
can  we  judge  of  the  ability  of  Donelson  &  Arm- 
strong to  do  the  work,  unless  something  is  known 
of  what  this  work  is  to  be? 

But  again,  who  ever  heard  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  ordering  a  document  of  this  importance 
to  be  published  before  it  had  been  communicated 
to  them  ?    I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Will  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Did  I  understand  the  Sena- 
tor to  say  that  the  Census  Board  had  a  hundred 
and  sixty -one  persons  employed  in  the  preparation 
of  the  returns  of  the  census  r 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  understand  that  there  are  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  clerks  and  messengers  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  asked  the  question  simply 
for  information. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  suppose  the  employment  of 
these  persons  is  renderea  necessary  by  tne  extent 
and  complexity  of  the  interrogatories  that  were 


propounded  by  order  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress ?  But  the  Blue  Book  will  tell  the  story,  and 
my  honorable  friend  can  refer  to  it. 

The  provisions  of  the  Census  act,  as  I  insiBt, 
shows  conclusively  that  Congress  could  not  have 
contemplated  the  printing  of  these  retoraa  until 
they  haxl  been  made  out  and  submitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  This  act  provides  that 
**  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  see  that  ail 
'  due  diligence  is  employed  by  the  marshals  aod 
'  assistant  marshals  to  make  the  returns  of  their 

*  respective  doings  complete  at  the  times  herein 

*  prescribed.    And  furtner:  as  the  returns  are  ao 

*  made,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  so  classified  and 

*  arranged  in  the  best  and  most  convenient  manner 
'  for  ude,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at 

*  the  next  session  thereof." 

Why  lay  them  before  Congress  ?  Not  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  any  legislation  upon  them. 
Formeriy  the  census  returns  were  laid  before 
Congress  to  enable  Congr^  to  apportion  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  among- 
the  various  States  of  the  Union.  Bu^tbat  labor 
has  been  taken  off  our  hands.  These  returns 
were  to  be  made  out  and  laid  before  Con^press, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  the  foundation  of 
legislation,  out  solely  to  enable  Congress  to  make 
a  suitable  and  proper  order  in  regard  to  their 
printing.  I  can  conceive  of  no  reason  for  commu- 
nicating the  census  returns  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  except  simply  that  we  might  have  them 
before  us  in  oroer  to  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to 
their  character  and  in  regard  to  their  value:  to  see 
whether  they  are  properly  arranged — whether  we 
have  reason  to  believe  they  are  accurate,  and  then, 
in  reference  to  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  to  de> 
cide  how  it  shall  be  pnnted,  eind  what  number  of 
copies  shall  be  printed. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  before 
these  returns  came  in  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  who  was  to  complete  and  submit  them  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  proposes  that  we 
should  take  a  leap  in  the  dark;  that  without  know- 
ing anything  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  or 
as  to  its  accuracy;  or  whether  it  comes  before  us 
in  a  form  in  which  it  ought  to  be  printed;  without 
knowing  anything  in   regohl  to  the  number  of 
copies — ^he  proposes  what?    Ah !  a  job  is  wanted 
for  the  proprietors  of  the  Union  office  in  this  city. 
Such  seem  to  be  the  indications  of  the  case,  and 
therefore  we  are  to  take  time  by  the  forelock,  and 
seize  bold  of  the  first  page  that  happens  to  be 
completed;  or  perhaps  the  committee  are  to  so  up 
to  the  Census  Office,  (for  my  honorable  friend  does 
not  propose  to  make  an  order  on  the  Secretary 
of  tne  Interior  to  hand  over  any  portion  of  these 
returns,)  and,  for  aught  I  know,  to  break  into  the 
office,  and  capture  a  portion  of  this  document  and 
hand  it  over  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Union.  From 
all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  we  may  be 
led  to  infer  that  that  office  is  pretty  hard  pushed 
for  supplies.    Why  cannot  the  Senator  wait  till 
the  document  comes  here  ?    The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  not  ordered  to  hand  the  document  over 
to  them;  he  is  only  ordered  by  the  law  to  lay  it 
before  Congress.    Surely  the  worthy  and  highly- 
respectable  gentlemen,  who  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  Uniont  are  not  in  a  state  of  starvation.    Why, 
then,  should  there  be  such  monstrous  haste  to  get 
hold  of  some  portion  of  the  public  Treasury  to 
sustain  the  organ  of  the  Democratic  party,  for 
which,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  a  very  great  respect? 
It  is  an  excellent  or^^an — it  supports  the  prinaples 
and  doctrines  and  views  of  a  very  patriotic  party; 
though,  as  I  believe,  a  party  which  is  monstrously 
mistaken  with  regard  to   some  very  important 
questions  of  public  policy.    Still  I  admit  that  it 
is  necessanr  and  proper  that  the^  should  have  an 
organ;  and  I  am  perfectly  willmg  and  desirous 
that  it  should  prosper.    I  do  not  know  but  that  I 
may  be  persuaded,  bv  and  by,  to  come  into  this 
measure  mjrself,  and  tiand  over  to  them  the  job  of 
printing  the  Census  returns;  for  I  believe  I  am  a 
very  accommodating  gentleman.    I  am  disposed  to 
oblige  my  Democratic  friends,  and  particularij  m^ 
honorable  friend  (h>m  Indiana,  the  author  or  this 
resolution.    I  have  received  a  great  many  favors 
from  him  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
body,  and  if  he  shonkl  put  it  on  the  footing  of 
reciprocation  of  favors,  I  might  go  a  great  way  to 
oblige  him,  and  do  something  forthis  Umon  office, 
which  seems  now  to  be  so  severely  pressed  that  it 
cannot  wait  forthis  dosument,  but  must  catch  hold 
of  its  head  or  tail,  and  print  it  before  we  knov 
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WLajOaog  alxmt  it.    I  do  not  know  that  this  will 
not  be  done;  but  I  will  wait  until  I  see  a  majority 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  favor  of  this 
m>pontioQ,  before  I  shall  be  prepared  to  believe  it. 
BTt  I  maintain  that  it'  would  oe  in  the  highest 
dipce  indiscreet  for  Congress  to  commit  itself  in 
ikdark  to  the  printing  of  such  an  important  doc- 
oBCOt  as  this  without  knowing  what  it  is  to  be. 
We  GQ^t  to  hare  the  document  first,  and  ought 
m  refer  it  to  the  appropriate  committee  to  give  it 
a  thorough  exammation.    I  do  not  know  what 
xbey  are  making  up  in  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior.    1  have  a  very  great  regard  for  the  honorable 
head  of  that  Department,  and  great  confidence  in 
his  reotatude  and  patriotism;  but  I  may  not  have 
the  same  confidence  in  all  heads  of  bureaus.    It  is 
Tcry  possible  that  these  returns  may  be  made  up 
IB  a  way*  and  may  be  in  a  form  which  would  not 
meei  with  the  approbation  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress;  and  wnat  is  more  than  that,  they  may 
be  MToneous.    That  is  not  by  any  means  an  un- 
exampled cii^mstance  in  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try.   In  the  case  of  the  Census  of  1640,  after  the 
rttoma  came  in,  it  was  discovered  that  there  was 
pnbably  a  very  serious  erryr  in  the  taking  of  the 
ttOMoa  in  an  adjoining  county  to  this  District — the 
0o«iKy  of  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Maryland — 
and  Uongress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  census 
of  that  county  to  be  taken  over  again.     It  was 
taken  OTer  agaw,  and  an  error  of  several  hundred — 
I  do  not  now  recollect  how  large  the  number  was, 
bm  I  know  that  an.  error  of  several  hundred  was 
diseorered  on  retaking  the  census  of  the  county  of 
Mootgoroery,  in  Maryland. 

I  maintain,  then,  tnat  a  document  of  so  much 
importance  as  this,  and  so  deeply  affecting  the 
iBierest  and  honor  of  the  country,  ought  to  come 
into  the  bands  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress,  and 
asdergo  a  careful  examination,  before  we  commit 
eorselves  in  regard  to  printing  it;  whereas  this  is  a 
BTOposition  to  hand  this  entire  document  over  to  the 
■esd  of  the  Census  bureau.    I  do  not  know  how 
ooK^>etent  he  may  be.    I  believe  he  is  a  very 
VQctby  young  man  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty 
7«iiof  age.     For  aught  I  know  he  is  doing  his 
tey  very  well;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he 
dbk  settle  this  question  of  the  census  printing 
fimi^Bai  forever.     I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
<«a  Asfery  able  and  excellent  Secretary  of  the 
bto^shafl  do  so.    We  ou^ht  to  have  it  before 
M.   We  ought  to  scrutinize  it.    We  ought  to  see 
vieiherit  is  correct  or  not;  whether  it  is  made 
OQt  IB  proper  form,  and  whether  it  is  made  out 
IB  confomnty  to  the  law,  before  we  commit  our- 
•dves  to  this  printing;.    Why  this  hot  haste? 
Canoot  my  honorable  friend  fron^  Indiana  watt  for 
ax  siontlis?     For  within  that  period,  I  venture  to 
Kf  these  returns  will  be  completed.    Cannot  he 
viit  till  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
{RSi?    For-a  bill  can  be  passed  at  any  time  for 
pcmtii^  these  returns.    Or,  if  these  returns  should 
not  be  completed  during  the  present  session  of 
CeomsB,  cannot  the  Senator  from  Indiana  wait 
idt  t£e  opening  of  the  next  session  of  Congress? 
I  most  strenuously  resist  this  extraordinary  man- 
Mr  of  doinff  business.    When  an  important  docu- 
aeot  is  to  be  made  out — a  document  that  is  to  ^o 
4own  to  posterity — a  document  that  is  to  contain 
&ds  and  statements,  to  say  nothing  about  popu- 
luion,  in  regard  to  our  great  industrial  ana  agri- 
cdtoral  interest,  which  1  trust  and  hope,  and  am 
indined  to  believe,  will  be  made  out  correctly.    I 
mist  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  rash, 
sot  to  say  presumptuous,  for  us,  without  knowing 
what  it  is,  to  commence  the  printing  of  some  por- 
tion of  it;  and  what  portion ,  in  the  name  of  Heaven , 
the  beginning,  miadle,  or  end,  no  human  being 
knows. 

But,  sir,  I  have  anotherpoint  to  make;  and  that 

ii>  that  this  resolution,  if^  passed,  would,  in  my 

opinion,  be  an  encroachment  on  the  functions  and 

daties  of  the  Executive,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  a 

usurpation  of  Executive  power.    It  is,  no  doubt, 

competent  for  Congress  to  order  the  printing  to  be 

done,  and  to  fix  the  number  of  copies.    We  may, 

perhaps,  say  that  certain  parties  shall  execute  tne 

work,  or  that  it  shall  be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Congress  may  doubtlessprescribethe  condition  and 

terms;  but,  having  said ,  tor  example,  that  it  shall  be 

executed  by  Donelson  &  Armstrong,  can  Congress 

take  upon  themselves  thfe  making  of  a  contract? 

And  can  they,  by  the  agency  of  one  of  their  com- 

mutees,  draw  it  up  and  put  it  in  form?    If  we  can 

do  to,  who  Is  to  attena  to  the  execution  of  thd 


contract  ?  Who  is  to  determine  whether  Donelson 
&  Armstrong  have  or  have  not  conformed  to  the 
terms  of  tlie  contract?  To  whom  is  the  work  to 
be  delivered?  Who  is  to  pay  for  it?  Will  my 
honorable  friend  tell  me  whether  it  is  to  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  contingent  fUnd  or  not?  Is  it  printing 
for  the  Senate?  Is  it  printing  for  the  House  of 
Representatives?  Or  is  it  printing  to  enable  us  to 
perform  our  legislative  duties?  My  honorable 
friend,  for  reasons  that  will  be  directly  apparent, 
will  hardly  contend  thatthis  isCongressionaJ  print- 
ing. I  ask,  then,  who  is  to  attend  to  tlie  execution 
of  the  contract,  and  from  what  fund  is  it  to  be  paid  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Congress  can  4)roviae  for 
such  printing  as  is  necessary  for  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  both  Houses,  or  either  House. 
But  is  this  Concessional  printing?  My  honora- 
ble friend  said,  the  other  day,  that  it  was  not;  and 
therefore  we  are  not  obliged  to  give  it  to  A.  Boyd 
Hamilton.  I  must  acknowledge,  Mr.  President, 
that  on  very  mature  consideration,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  Congressional  print- 
ing, and  not  within  the  contract  of  A.  Boyd  Ham- 
ilton, It  is  not  printin|^  for  either  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  it  is  not  printing  to  enable 
us  to  discharge  our  legislative  duties;  but  it  is 

rrinting  for  the  Grovernment  and  for  the  country, 
admit  that  either  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
has  a  right,  by  a  committee  or  otherwise,^ to  make 
a  contract  for  such  printing  as  may  be  essential  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  their  respective  legislative 
duties.  But  can  Congress,  through  one  of  the 
committees  of  either  House,  arrogate  to  itself  the 
power  of  making  contracts  for  other  printing  than 
such  as  is  required  to  enable  it  to  discharge  its 
legislative  functions?  Will  my  honorable  friend 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Bright]  contend  that  we  should 
take  into  our  own  hands  the  business  of  making 
contracts  for  the  printing  that  is  required  for  the 
various  departments  of  this  Government?  Has 
Congress  the  right  or  power  to  embark  in  the  busi- 
ness of  making  contracts  generally?  If,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  we  can 
make  a  contract  for  printing  that  does  not  appertain 
to  our  legislative  duties,  I  desire  to  inquire  of  my 
honorable  friend  whether,  through  the  agency  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  fost  Roads, 
we  can  make  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail?^  Why  not  raise  a  joint  committee,  on 
the  principle  of  this  resolution,  and  make  a  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  the  mail?  Why  not 
raise  a  joint  committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  make 
a  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  frigate  or  ship 
of  the  line?  Why  not  arrogate  to  ourselves  all  the 
executive  duties  and  powers  of  this  Government? 
Mr.  President,  you  know  very  wdl  that  the  pub- 
lic printer — that  is,  the  printer  employed  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress — is  consiaered  an  ofiicer 
of  the  two  Houses.    He  is  an  officer  of  the  Senate, 


necessary 

discharge  our  duties.  Now,  if  we  adopt  this  reso- 
lution, will  Messrs.  Donelson  &  Armstrong  be 
officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress?  Appointed 
for  what?  Not  to  print  for  the  Senate  or  the 
House,  but  to  print  tor  the  Grovernment  and  for 
the  people  of  this  country. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Arkansas,  [Mr. 
Borland,]  when  he  was  on  the  floor  the  other 
day,  objected  most  strenuously  to  the  devolving 
of  this  duty  of  contracting  upon  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  insisting  that  it  should  be  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  because,  as 
he  truly  said,  the  resolution  called  upon  that  com- 
mittee to  disharge  executive  duties.  Ah  !  ex- 
ecutive duties !  Then  why  are  we  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  executive  duties  by  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  ?  We  have 
a  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library;  and  as  a  library 
is  an  important  establishment  to  enable  us  prop- 
erly to  perform  our  l^islative  duties,  we  charge  it 
with  the  duty  of  purchasing  a  library  for  us.  But 
shall  we  charge  it  with  the  duty  of  purchasing  a 
library  for  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  Secretary 
of  theTrwsury,  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
or  for  the  Post  Office  Department?  I  maintain, 
sir,  that  this  is  entirely  out  of  the  range  of  our 
legislative  duties.  It  is  an  executive  duty,  which 
must  be  discharged,  if  properly  discharged,  by  the 
executive  department  of  the  Government,  and  can- 
not be  discharged  by  a  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 


I  now  come  to  the  last  objection  which  I  shall 
urge  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  It  has  been 
the  policy  of  Confess,  for  some  years  past,  to 
open  the  public  printing  to  competition,  and  thus 
prevent  its  being  conferred  on  the  political  presses 
m  this  city  as  a  matter  of  favoritism;  and  the 
question  for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable 
body  now  is,  whether  the  connection  which  for- 
merly existed  shall  be  renewed.  The  proposition 
submitted  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana  is 
precisely  this,  that  we  shall  confer  the  printing  of 
the  census  returns  upon  one  of  the  political  presses 
in  this  city.  Here  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  first  introduction  of  our  policy — 
and  I  believe  a  highly  salutary  policy—- on  this 
subject  into  the  legislation  of  the  country.  It  will 
be  found  in  a  provision  introduced  into  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  which  passed 
the  two  Houses  or  Cqnrress,  and  was  approved 
May  18, 1842;  publishea  in  the  tenth  volume  of 
the  Acts  of  Congress,  page  189.    It  is  as  follows: 

**  For  incidehtal  and  contingent  expenses  of  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  State,  including  the  publication  and  distribution  of 
tbe  laws,  ^,000:  Providedy  Thst  the  Job  printing,  station- 
ery, and  binding  of  each  of  tbe  Executive  Departtnents 
shall,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  be  furnished  by  con- 
tract, proposals  of  which  shall  regularly  be  advertised  in 
tbe  public  prints,  and  the  character  and  description  of 
pnlnttne  specified  in  each  adverti««ment,  as  lor  oa  that  can 
be  done,  it  being  mode  a  eondition  in  all  coses,  unless  other- 
wise specified  in  the  advertisement,  that  tbe  work  shall  be 
done  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  contract  shall  in ' 
each  case  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder,  whose  bid  shall  be 
accompanied  with  the  proper  testimonials  of  the  ability  of 
the  bidder  to  ftilflll  bis  contract" 

Here,  for  the  first  time,  was  introduced  into  the 
legislation  of  the  country  the  provision  that  all 
the  departmental  printino:  should  be  advertised 
and  put  out  to  tlie  lowest  bidder,  and  that  remains 
the  law  of  the  land  to  the  present  hour.  But 
Congress  continued,  notwithstanding  the  passage 
of  that  law,  to  confer  the  printing  for  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  upon  the  political  press  in 
this  city;  and  in  this  respect  I  admit  that  there 
has  been  no  diflference  between  the  two  parties. 
The  Twenty- seventh  Congress  passed  the  law  of 
1842,  to  which  I  have  referred.  Then  came  the 
Twenty-eighth  Congress.  The  Senate  was  one 
way,  and  Uie  House  of  Representatives  the  other. 
The  printing  of  the  Senate  was  conferred  upon 
the  publishers  of  a  political  press  in  this  city,  en- 
tertaining views  in  accordance  with  the  majority 
of  the  Senate;  and  the  House  made  a  disposition 
of  their  printing  in  accordance  with  their^ views. 
This  state  of  thin^  continued  until  the  first  session 
of  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress,  when,  the  two 
Houses  having  become  convinced  that  the  busi- 
ness of  conferring  the  public  printing  upon  con- 
siderations of  political  favoritism  -was  unsound 
and  injurious  to  the  public,  passed  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  3d  of  August,  1846,  requiring  the 
printing  of  Congress  to  be  let  out  to  the  lowest 
Didder. 

My  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bright,]  and 
other  gentlemen,  who  advocate  the  resolution  un- 
der consideration,  are  obliged  to  take  the  ground 
that  this  printing  does  not  come  within  the  joint 
resolution  of  1846,  or  in  other  words,  that  it  is  not 
Congressional  printing.  Under  what,  then,  does 
it  come?  It  coines  within  the  provision  ofihe 
law  of  1842.  It  is  departmental  printing,  which 
is  already  provided  for.  You  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it  unless  to  order  the  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed.  You  may  say  how  it  is  to  be  printed  and 
of  what  quality  the  paper  shall  be.  But  the  very 
moment  that  you  order  the  number  of  copies,  fix 
the  style  of  the  work,  and  the  quality  ot  paper, 
and  determine  what  the  work  shall  be,  then  comes 
in  the  law  of  1842  and  imposes  it  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  let  it  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der. Why,  then,  does  m^onornble friend  pro- 
pose to  interfere  with  this  law.'  Why  has  he 
introduced  this  resolutioh?  He  says  it  is  not 
Congression^  printing.  Why  not  let  the  law 
operate?  Ah !  but  *•  the  Union  "  office  wants  a 
little  patronage.  Is  that  ji  public  reason  upon 
which  the  Senate  are  to  act?  Are  we  about  to 
upset  this  law  of  1842,  take  this  jnb  out  of  the 
scope  of  the  operation  of  that  Inw,  and  hnnd  it 
over  to  whom — and  by  whom?  By  a  highly- 
respectable  committee  I  admit,  but  one  or^^anized 
upon  political  considerations.  We  ore  to  turn  it 
over  to  a  political  organ.  And  this  is  to  be  done 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States !  Pretty  ele- 
vated legislation  it  is  to  be  sure.  We  have  our 
]aw  that  departmental  printing  sh^H  go  to  the 


348 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan«  ltt» 


lowest  bidder;  and  this  is  not  Consr^sional  print- 
ing says  my  honorable  friend.  Besides  the  docu- 
ment 18  not  here,  and  we  do  not  know  what  is 
done,  whether  the  beginning,  middle,  or  end.  I 
presume  we  are  to  capture  a  part  of  it.  My  friend 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Borland,! — for  whom  I 
have  great  respect^  and  who  we  know  has  had 
some  experience  m  the  military  service  of  the 
country,  and  very  creditable  experience  too — is  to 
march  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
and  invade  theCensus  Bureau,  capture  something, 
and  hand  it  over  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Union 
printing  office.  I. do  not  know  but  that  it  will  be 
done;  but  I  shall  wait  a  good  while  before  I  he- 
lieve  it. 

But,  says  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana, 
the  contract  system  is  an  utter  failure,  and  it  ought 
to  be  blown  up  sky-high.  I  join  issue  with  my 
friend  on  that  subject.  I  will  admit  that  the  con- 
tract system  for  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  has 
proveci,  to  some  extent,  a  failure;  but  I  utterly 
deny  that  the  contract  system  for  the  departmental 

Srinting  has  failed  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  I  can 
emonstrate  that  it  has  succeeded,  and  has  pro- 
moted the  public  interest  in  a  very  high  degree.  I 
know,  Mr.  President,  that  the  contract  system  for 
the  departmental  printing  is  exceedingly  distaste- ' 
ful  to  some  portions  of  the  political  press  in  this 
city.  The  Democratic  and  some  portions  of  the 
Whig  press  do  not  like  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  How  is  it  with  the  Free-Soil 
portion  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  with 
the  Free-Soilers.  I  cannot  say,  as  I  am  not  in  very 
intimate  communication  with  them.  I  will  leave 
that  to  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, who  is  entirely  competent  to  represent  that 
portion  of  the  publishing  interest  in  this  city. 

But  I  defy  gentlemen  to  show  an  instance  where 
there  has  been  any  failure.  My  honorable  friend 
ftom  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
see,  is  not  in  his  seat,  indicted  the  contract  sys- 
tem for  the  departmental  printing  on  the  ground 
that  the  **  Blue  Book"  had  not  been  furnished  us. 
He  said  that  the  law  required  that  it  should  be 
laid  on  our  tables;  he  did  not  say  when,  exactly, 
but  he  was  for  blowing  up  the  whole  concern  be- 
cause we  had  not  the  **  Blue  Book."  It  is  a 
pretty  large  concern,  [exhibiting  a  copy,]  and  is 

f  rowing:  rapidly.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
would  take  the  **  Blue  Book"  of  the  present  day, 
and  that  which  was  published  when  1  came  into 
Congress,  and  take  the  difference  between  the  two 
in  pounds  avoirdupois.  I  think  the  difference  may 
be  calculated  in  pounds;  at  all  events,  I  know  that 
it  is  very  large,  and  it  is  an  indication  of  what 
strides  our  Government  is  taking  in^xtravagance, 
not  to  say  in  downright  corruption.  But  my 
friend  from  Michigan  wants  to  blow  up  this  sys- 
tem of  departmental  printing  by  contract  because 
he  has  not  the  Blue  Book.  If  it  had  so  turned 
out  that  the  Blue  Book  had  not  been  published 
just  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  published,  viz:  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  taking  into  view  our 
monstrous  labors  durin<r  the  six  weeks  of  the  ses- 
sion— you  know,  Mr.  President,  what  they  have 
been,  the  manner  in  which  we  have  devoted  our- 
selves to  other  subjects,  and  the  profound  anxiety 
under  which  we  have  labored  for  the  promotion 
of  the  public  interest,  particularly  under  the  head 
of  settling  over  again  that  matter  of  the  compro- 
mis!e---one  would  suppose  that  the  Senator  from 
Mi«  liigan  ought  not  to  make  such  grave  com- 
plaints* if  the  delivery  of  the  book  had  happened 
to  be  some  two  or  three  days  behind  the  time. 

But,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  inquire  into 
this  matter,  and  I  have  here  a  memorandum  of 
the  delivery  of  this  most  interesting  concern  called 
the  Blue  Book,  whick  is  contracted  out  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  It  is  a  pretty  good  book;  the  pa- 
per, the  type,  the  binding,  are  all  good.  If  I  get 
the  census  returns  printed  as  well,  I  shall  be  con- 
tent. The  law  says  that  it  shall  be  laid  on  our 
tables  on  the  first  Monday  in  January;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  was  the  very  day  on  which  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  made  his  speech  by  way  of  assault 
on  this  departmental  public  printing.  Now,  I 
find  Uiat  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  copies  were 
delivered  on  the  29th  of  December,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  on  the  31st,  and  two  hundred  and  five 
on  January  3,  which  was  Saturday ;  pnd  the  law 
said  they  should  be  here  on  our  tables  on  the 
Monday  following.  That  is  the  case  which  was 
brought  forward  by  my  friend  from  Michigan,  to 


prove  that  we  ought  to  blow  up  the  system  of  let- 
ting out.the  departmental  printing  to  the  lowest 
bidder;  and  my  friend  from  Indiana  was  obliged 
to  take  the  ground  that  the  printing  of  \ht  census 
returns  was  departmental  printing,  to  get  it  out 
of  the  hands  of  A.  Boyd  Hamilton,  the  printer  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  proprietors  of  the 
political  and  or  the  job  presses  of  this  city  are 
very  willing  to  get  rid  of  the  contract  system,  and 
that  they  would  like  to  have  the  pubhc  printing 
given  out  as  a  matter  of  favoritism;  but  I  deny 
tnat  it  has  proved  a  failure.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  it  has  saved  a  very  larre  sum  of  money  to 
the  public  Treasury.  I  have  nere  another  docu- 
ment printed  under  the  system  for  departmental 
printing.  It  is  a  history  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Indian  tribes,  by  R.  H.  School- 
craft, LL.  D.,  illustrated  by  S.  Eastman,  United 
States  Army.  A  more  beautiful  specimen  of  ty- 
pography, of  paper,  and  of  execution  I  never 
saw.  I  am  ready  to  take  up  this  census  matter 
and  deal  with  it  liberally  and  fairly,  and  I  would 
propose  the  printing  of  it  in  a  style  of  magnifi- 
cence corresponding  substantially  with  this  work. 
There  has  been,  then,  no  failure  of  the  contract 
system  in  ita  application  to  departmental  printing. 
But  I  admit  that  there  has  been  some  failure  in  it 
as  it  regards  the  Congressional  printing;  and  I 
shall  explain  to  the  Senate  how  it  is. 

But  before  I  go  any  further  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  amendment  which  I 
have  offered,  and  I  will  explain  to  the  Senate  its 
precise  character.  It  proposes  to  separate  the  com- 
position and  press  work  from  the  supplying  of  the 
paper,  and  both  from  the  binding,  and  to  make  a 
separate  and  distinct  contract  for  each,  and  all  to 
be  done  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  May 
18,  1842.  Perhaps  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
resolution  it  would  not  be  strictly  necessary  for 
me  to  propose  anything  more  than  a  specification 
of  the  number  of  copies,  with  a  provision  that  the 
work  should  be  executed  under  the  supervision 
and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  It 
would  then  become  departmental  printiuF,  and 
would  necessarily  be  executed  under  the  Taw  of 
May  18,  1842.  But  if  I  were  simply  to  propose 
an  amendment  of  that  character,  it  would  leave 
the  composition  and  press  work  to  he  paid  for  in 
connection  with  the  supplying  of  the  paper;  for 
the  party  to  do  the  composition  and  press  work 
would  supt>ly  the  paper  for  the  work.  But  for 
reasons  which  I  shall  indicate  directly,  I  think  it 
is  highly  important  that  the  composiuon  and  press 
work  shoula  be  seoarated  from  the  supplying  of 
the  r)aper,and  that  ooth  should  be  separated  from 
the  oinding.  My  amendment,  therefore,  contem- 
plates, on  the  one  hand,  the  adoption  substantially 
of  the  principle  of  the  law  of  May  18, 1842.  But 
some  modincation  of  that  law  is  deemed  neces- 
sary, so  that  the  composition  and  press  work  shall 
be  separated  from  the  supply  of  paper,  and  more- 
over, that  the  party  who  enters  into  this  contract 
shall  give  due  security  for  the  performance  of  the 
contract,  the  law  of  1842  containing  no  provision 
of  that  character.  Having  thus  explained  briefly 
the  character  of  my  amendment;  navin^  shown 
the  Senate  that  this  is  departmental  printing,  and 
having  proposed  tliat  it  shall  be  brought  within 
the  scope  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  now  proceed  to  the  consideration, 
as  briefly  as  I  can,  of  the  subject  of  Congressional 
printing,  for  the  two  are  necessarily  connected  to 
some  extent  with  each  other. 

I  have  already  insisted,  and,  I  trust,  have  shown, 
that  there  has  been  no  failure  of  this  system  under 
the  head  of  departmental  printing;  but  I  have  also 
said  that  there  is  a  failure,  and  a  very  serious  fail- 
ure, in  its  application  to  Congressional  printing. 
And  why  has  that  been  so  ?  The  joint  resolution 
directing  the  printing  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress to  be  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  was 
adopted  at  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Congress.  At  the  second  session  of  that  Con- 
gress a  contract  was  made,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  that  law,  with  Wendell  &  Van  Ben- 
thuysen,  to  execute  the  largest  portion  of  the 
work.  A  small  portion  of  it  was  assign^  to  an- 
other firm  of  the  name  of  Tipten  &  Streeper;  but 
much  the  largest  portion  of  it^ — nearly  the  whole, 
in  fact — was  assigned  to  Wendell  i,  Van  Ben- 
thuysen.  I  admit  that  they  utterly  failed  in  the 
performance  of  their  Contract.  They  failed  in  the 
typography.    According  to  Uie  stipulations,  they 


were  to  be  paid  so  much  for  every  thoosand 
The  type  and  the  size  of  the  page  were  specified , 
but  I  have  understood,  and  suppose  the  met  was 
so,  that  they  got  fonts  of  type  cast  to  spread  th« 
letters  out,  so  as  to  get  many  more  emt  than  would 
be  had  if  the  type  was  put  in  the  usual  form. 
That  was  undoubtedly  a  violation  of  the  contract. 
It  was  also  violated  m  the  quality  of  the  pap«r. 
There  was  an  utter  failure  to  conform  to  the  teftD0 
of  the  contract  in  that  respe^,  and  there  wan  a 
more  injurious  failure,  so  far  as  the  puUic  busi- 
ness was  concerned,  in  not  furnishing  the  printed 
matter  within  such  A  period  of  time  as  was  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  render  the  documents  val- 
uable to  Congress  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business. 

Coming  down  to  the  last  Confess,  we  find  thai 
the  contractors  were  William  M.  Belt,  who  took 
the  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  classes;  John  H. 
Trenholm,  who  took  the  third  class;and  John  T. 
Towers,  who  took  tlie  first  class,  which  was  the 
printing  of  bills  and  resolutions.  In  regard  lo  Mr. 
Towers,  it  ought  to  be  stated  that,  so  far  as  I 
know  and  believe,  there  was  a  most  perfect  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  on  his  part.  I  think  tne  chair- 
man of  the  CommitteeTon  Printing  will  agree  with 
me  in  regard  to  that.  But  so  far  as  regardsTrenhskn 
and  Bm,  there  was  a  failure  not  less  gross  and 
aggravated  than  that  during  the  preceding  Con- 
gress. I  do  not  know  that  uey  had  type  of  a  pe- 
culiar character  cast  to  help  out  the  line  and  spread 
the  matter  over  as  much  surface  as  possible.  I 
suppose  they  had  not.  But,  nevertheless,  there 
was  an  utter  failure  in  the  <]uaiity  of  the  paper  and 
in  the  binding,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
very  well  knows.  Trenholm  and  Belt  were  con- 
tractors for  the  binding  I  believe;  and  I  understand 
that  they  farmed  it  out  and  made  considerable 
profit  upon  it,  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 
dollars.  There  was  the  same  failure  with  regard 
to  the  promptitude  of  the  execution  of  the  work* 
which  was  necessarily  indispensable  to  the  public 
mterest.  Every  word  whicn  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  stated  on  that  subject  was  true.  1  shall 
ever  bear  testimony  to  the  rectitude  and  fidelity 
with  which  he  and  the  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee [Mr.  Hamlin]  discharsed  dutiesi  in  regard 
to  it,  which  were  yery  painful. 

But  I  will  add  something  which  the  chaiman 
forgot  to  state,  and  that  is,  that  aAer  the  docu- 
ments bad  accumulated  in  our  document  room, 
and  after  he  and  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Hamlin]  had  decided  that  they  would  not  receive 
them — and  1  believe  that  I  concurred  with  thein« 
too—at  my  suggestion  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  saw  n^  to  appoint  me  a  sub-conunittee 
to  look  into  the  matter;  and  I  believe  they  gave 
me  instructions  not  to  receive  the  documents;  or 
rather,  I  was  appointed  to  receive  them  if  they 
conformed  to  the  contract.    I  went  into  the  docu- 
ment room  and  looked  at  them.    I  knew  that 
the  contract,  if  performed  according  to  its  spirit 
and  letter,  would  involve  the  contractor  in   aa 
enormous  loss.    And  I  confess  that  I  had  in  my 
proceeding  under  that  head  some  reference  to 
the  condition  of  the  surety  of  the  contract.     I  re- 
fer to  Mr.  Ritchie.    I  felt  for  him  a  sentiment  of 
conuniseration.    I  thought  he  had  a  ruinous  con- 
tract.   Meml^ra  want^  the  documents;  and  I 
took  the  responsibility  of  deciding  that  they  should 
come  in.    I  thought  they  were  worth  all  that  we 
had  agreed  to  pay  for  them,  although  they  did  not 
accord  with  the  contract.    They  were  received; 
but  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Confess  would  entertain  the  purpose  of  passiri^. 
a  bill  to  make  up  any  loss  that  he  would  sustain 
under  tliat  contract  which  was  violated  so  gross- 
ly; and  least  of  all  did  I  believe  that  they  would 
pass  a  bill,  as  the  House  of. Representatives  did, 
and  as  I  was  afraid  the  Senate  might  possibly  do, 
which  would  give  him  the  enormous  fortune,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas, of  A200,000  under  this  broken  contract.     I 
never  had  the  slightest  idea  that  they  would  eire 
him  a  fortune  of  |100,000;  least  of  all  did  I  beheve 
that  it  would  go  up  to  such  a  figure  aa  that 
named  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

In  this  way  I  admit  that  this  method  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  public  printing  to  the  lowest  bidder  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  1646  has  proved  a  failure. 
But  the  system  of  disposing  of  the  departmental 
printing — and  this  is  printing  of  that  character — in 
that  way,  has  not  faded.  But  why  has  the  con- 
tract system  with  regard  to  the  printingx>f  the  two 
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Houses  of  ConfresB  failed  ?    It  is  psrtlv  the  fault 
of  cite  two  Houses  of  Congress,  but  petnaps  much 
more    th^  &ult  of   the    contractors  themselves. 
VThea  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  either  by  design  or 
B«giect,  tolerated  Wenddl  ^  Van  Benthuysen  in 
;hft  wtiation  of  their  contract — so  grossly  as  they 
li  thiirl   iXr-^they  laid  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the 
fipR^  tbejr  laid  toe  foundation  for  the  complete  sob- 
msaoii  ox  the  whole  system.   What  followed.'   In 
the  case  ofTrenhoUn  ^  Beit,  they  underbid  even  the 
j^icem  of  Wendell  A  Van  Benthuysen ,  who  claimed 
to  hm,re  siiatained  under  their  contract,  broken  as 
it  «-&■,  a  loss  of  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Wbai  did  they  do  ?    In  conse(|uence  of  the  tolera- 
tioA  xhmt  had  been  extendedj  in  the  violation  of 
ih^  contract,  to  Wendell  &  Van  Benthuysen, 
they  4id  exactly  the  same  thing.    Then  comes  A. 
Bajd  Hamilton.    It  is  no  part  of  my  business  or 
duty*  or  even  of  my  ri^ht,  as  I  am  situated,  to 
prgodge  his  case;  but  1  know  perfectly  well  what 
a  to  .roilow.    We  are  not  to  have  the  documents 
in  proper   season.    Those  that  are  laid  on  our 
t&«flB  may  be,  perhaps,  printed  according  to  the 
totaa  of  tbecontract,  or  very  nearly  so ;  but  in  r^ard 
ta  the  kmg^  numbers,  we  have  every  reason  to  an- 
tki|>ate  the  same  violation  9f  contract  by  him,, 
vhich  we  have  tolerated  in  Wendell  &,  Van  Ben- 
dwysen,  and  which,  in  the  case  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, we  were  about  to  compensate  by  an  enor- 
BSQS  fort<ine — and  would  have  done  so  had  it  not 
been  for  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pcarck,] 
wlu)  stuped  in  and  performed  the  very  unpleasant 
task  of  oojecting  to  it,  at  the  last  moment  of  the 
hat  session  of  Congress.    He  thus  successfully 
iiiisstfd  a  measure  which  I  can  only  characterize 
ta  a  most  enormous  outrage;  though  not  so  in- 
leaded  by  honorable  Senators  here  who  favored 
t^  measure,  for  I  impeach  the  rectitude  of  no 
OSS.    Then  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
ikoM  have  some  change  in  this  system.    But  I 
^mn  to  say  to  my  honorable  friena  from  Indiana 
thsti  am  not  for  giving  up  the  contract  system, 
t)»«gh  we  can  change  it;  and  we  ought  to  attend 
to  ^  modification  of  it  inunediately .    Perhaps  I 
■aj  U  K  my  duty,  at  the  very  next  meeting  of 
t^Soatet  to  introduce  a  resolution  on  this  sub- 
')|B^<k0fui^  ^6  Committee  on  Printing  with  the 
dqte^lwiisidering  what  modification  should  be 
BMaiiatlii  system.    And  I  am  willing  to  make 
t^ejogtattn  larger — to  inquire  whether  we  should 
Botaat^  or  set  it  aside  entirely:  for  I  wish  no 
ImMiDquiry  on  this  subject.    But  I  will  now  in- 
diesle  vhat  are  my  ideas  in  reg^ard  to  the  change  that 
ifcimhf  take  place.    I  do  it  with  the  more  freedom, 
keenat  k  wul  serve  to  illustrate  m v  views  in  in- 
trodoang  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  the 
aiBcadiDeDt  which  I  have  offered  to  this  resolution. 
I  think  we  should  separate  the  supply  of  paper 
firofls  ^  composition  and  press  work.    That  is 
the  int  step  to  be  taken.     Why  should  not  the 
^  States  furnish  its  own  paper  ?    What  has 
ake  difficulty  with  the  execution  of  former 
?     And  what  are  to  be  the  difficulties  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress  ?    They  arise  from 
the  maimer  in  which  we  are  cheated  in  paper;  and 
[  do  not  believe  I  use  too  harsh  a  term  in  connec- 
ties  vith  this  subiect.     Let  us  furnish  our  own 
paper.    I  want  to  Know  why  we  should  be  cheated 
m  psper?     Why  is  it  that  adventurers  can  come 
into  iim  city — men  who  are  not  connected  with 
itny  establishment   here — and    underbid  all  the 
kxaJ  printers?    It  is  because  the  bidding  is  not 
Bieruy  on  the  composition  and  press  work.    The 
psnv  takes  his  pay  on  the  composition  and  press 
vddk.     If  the  orders  are  for  short  numbers,  com- 
posikm  and  press  work  is  to  be  high;  if  for  long 
Bnmbers  composition  and   press  woHc   will  he 
comparatively  low.     The  bidding  beinf^  on  the 
press  work  and  composition  with  a  stipulation  in 
repml   to  the  quality  of  the  paper,  the  parties 
vEo  really  inteml  to  get  the  contract,  and  at  the 
aune  time  cheat  us  out  of  the  due  performance  of 
itj  eome  in  and  bid  on  composition  and  press  work 
tt  a  very  low  rate:  whereas,  the  proprietors  of 
the  Umipn,  the  proprietors  of  the  InUUigetuxTf  the 
proprietors  of  Uie  Republic^  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  various  jqb  establishments  in  this  city,  such 
as  Towers '(Old  for  the  composition  and  press  work 
with  the  idea  of  performing  the  contract.  But  your 
adveaturer  comes  here  and  bids  on  composition  and 
press  worit  at  a   low  figure — ^below    everybody 
else — and  then  calculates  to  make  up  the  difierence 
by  supplying  akind  of  paper  utterly  inferior.  Thus 
tasM  advinturcri  get  the  means  of  taking  con- 


tracts. Now  if  we  separate  the  supply  of  piiper 
from  the  composition  and  press  work,  they  will 
have  no  mar;ein:  they  wiU  have  to  bid  (or  the  thing 
Itself.  As  things  now  are  managed  they  do  not 
bid  on  the  composition  and  press  work  alone;  but 
combine  it  with  the  idea  that  the3r  will  cheat  in  the 
paper.  All  we  have  got  to  do,  is  to  furnish  our- 
selves with  the  paper.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  if 
he  will  join  with  me  in  separating  the  supply  of 
paper  from  the  composition  and  press  worx,  I  do 
not  care  what  he  does  with  the  composition  and 

f>ress  M^ork.  1  think  that  strictly,  it  ought  to  be 
et  out  to  the  lowest  bidder;  but  I  do  not  care  two 
straws,  if  it  is  distributed  around  among  the 
various  printing  establishments  of  the  city;  and  if 
you  are  hard  pressed  for  the  want  of  a  htde  sup- 
port for  a  pohtical  organ,  why  I  will  indulge  you 
with  a  large  slice;  and  you  can  take  it  all  for 
aught  I  care.  The  large  fortune  that  has.  been 
made  by  one  concern  in  this  city,  has  been  princi- 
pally realized  in  the  profit  on  paper.  I  do  not 
mean  to  accuse  those  gentlemen  of  cheating  in  the 
piiper;  for  I  have  no  idea  that  they  did  so.  And 
if  this  plan  be  carried  out,  and  a  contract  be  made 
with  Donelson  &  Armstrong  to  do  this  great  job 
— they  to  furnish  their  own  paper — ^if  they  do  not 
make  a  large  fortune,  I  am  greatly  mistaken.  One 
hundred  thousand  dollars  transferred  from  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  to  their  private  coffers,  would  be  the 
very  lowest  figure  which  the  amount  of  profits 
would  probably  reach.  If  they  do  the  work,  I  am 
perfectly  willing  they  should  have  a  reasonable 
profit.  I  am  willing  they  should  have  a  profit  of 
{^,000  or  110,000;  and  I  would  not  find  much  fault 
if  it  were  to  be  |f20,000;  but  when  you  come  to 
this  business  of  handing  over  to  men-~4  care  not 
who  they  are,  whether  they  belone  to  the  Union 
office,  the  ^ationul  InUUigeneer  office,  or  the  Re- 

fublic  office — large  fortunes,  I  object  to  it  in  toto, 
t  ii  of  evil  example. 

Mr.  President,  no  man  knows  better  than  your- 
self, that  the  idea  has  got  to~be  somewhat  nfe  in 
the  country,  that  men  can  come  to  Washington, 
spend  one  or  two  winters  here,  and  carry  Tai^ge 
estates  outof  the  city,  obtained,  too,  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  have  seen  men  about  oubpublic  hotels 
smoking  cigars,  and  enjoying  themselves  in  a  va- 
riety of  ways,  who  come  here  and  remain  during 
a  few  sessions  of  Congpress,  and  return  home  with 
large  estates,  obtained  m  prosecuting  claims;  before 
the  Departments,  before  Congress,  and  before 
Commissioners  here.  When  any  man  makes  an 
enormous  amount  oif  profit  here,  on  anything,  no 
matter  what  it  is,  it  brings  a  horde  of  people  upon 
us:  it  is  ruinous'in  every  shape  and  form;  ana  is 
doing  infinite  evil  and  infinite  mischief  to  the  coun- 
try. I  am  utterly  opposed  to  this  system.  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  earning  what  little  bread 
I  have  eaten  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow;  andallof 
us  who  are  here  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
I  believe,  earn  pretty  well  the  pittance  we  receive 
in  the  form  of  compensation.  When  I  am  aM 
home,  like  other  honorable  membersof  this  body, 
I  devote  myself  to  the  duties  of  my  profession, 
and  endeavor,  with  other  citizens  of  the  country, 
to  earn  an  honest  Uvelihood.  But  I  am  totally  op- 
posed to  this  system  of  getting  estates  by  filching 
from  the  Government— comins;  here  with  enor- 
mous claims  for  a  quarter  or  a  Half  million  of  dol'- 
lars,  and  dividing  the  plunder  with  influential  and 
able  men,  who  are  supposed  to  have  an  influence 
with  this  Secretary,  or  that  board  of  Commission- 
ers. I  say  that  is  corrupt;  it  is  of  evil  example; 
and  therefore  1  resist  this  scheme.  It  is  not  de- 
signed, I  know,  to  be  a  scheme  of  plunder,  but  I 
venture  to  say  it  will  result  in  plunder. 

How  is  this  contract  to  be  enforced,  against 
Donelson  &,  Armstrong  ?  Suppose  we  enter  into 
stipulations  with  them,  and  they  do  not  choose 
exactly  to  perform  them:  suppose  they  do  not 
furnisn  as  ^ood  paper  as  the  contract  requires 
them  to  furmsh:  suppose  they  do  not  execute  the 
work  in  the  time  stipulated — ^how  is  the  contract 
to  be  enforced  ?  Is  it  to  be  believed  that  a  politi- 
cal m^ority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  get- 
tine  up  a  contract  to  support  a  political  organ, 
will  enforce  that  contract  to  the  ruin  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  orsan  ?  I  say  they  never  win  do 
it;  and  I  will  not  claim  that  the  party  with  which 
I  act  stands  on  any  higher  ground  in  this  respect 
•than  the  Democratic  party.  I  have  lived  long 
enough  to  understand  that  there  is  but  little  diflTer- 
ence  between  parties  in  regard  to  m«U|.  although 


there  is  some  difference  in  regard  to  questions  of 
public  policy.  We  may  have  different  views  with 
regard  to  the  questions  whether  we  should  encour- 
age our  own  domestic  industry;  whether  we 
should  have  a  system  of  harbor  and  river  im- 
provements. And  if  I  am  a  Whi^  this  day,  it  is 
simply  because  I  believe  that  certain  measures  of 
public  policy  are  indispensable  to  the  public  wel- 
fare; and  it  is  not  because  I  believe  the  Whig 
party,  in  general  or  in  detail,  is  any  more  pure  or 
any  more  honest  than  the  Democratic  psrty.  I 
might  illustrate,  this,  and  show  how  the  two  par- 
ties act  when  they  give  out  jobs  of  this  character 
to  political  organs. 

I  referred  a  while  ago  to  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
have  the  highest  respect— 3ie  proprietors  of  the 
Mitional  hUeUigtncer  More  pure,  more  honest 
or  excellent  gentlemen  do  not  live  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  &ii  in  the  Twoity-seventh  Congress, 
having  a  large  Whig  majority  in  the  two  Houses, 
we  made  an  order  uiat  the  public  printer  should 
do  the  printing  at  the  rates  of  1819,  with  twenty 
per  cent.  off.  We  elected  Gales  &  Seaton  printers 
for  the  House  of  Represeouitives,  and  Thomas 
Allen  printer  for  the  Senate.  We  went  idong  very 
well,  until  the  last  day  of  the  Congress,  (the  3d 
of  March,) — and  I  would  remind  S^iaiors  that  if 
any  mischief  is  to  be  done,  it  is  sure  to  be  done 
on  the  3d  of  March.  There  was  then  slipped 
into  the  appropriation  bill  a  provision  repealing 
those  rates,  and  paying  the  public  printers  the 
rates  of  1819  in  full.  This  is  the  history  of  the 
matter  so  far  as  the  political  pajrty  with  which  I 
am  connected  is  concerned.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  I  am  about  as  impartial  on  this  subject 
as  any  other  member  of  this  honorable  body;  and 
I  sometimes  think  I  am  the  only  man  entirely 
competent  to  do  justice  to  both  parties  in  this 
matter.     fLaughter.] 

I  would  refer  to  tne  case  of  Thomas  Rkehie, 
who  violated  his  oontract  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner.'  He  was  a  printer,'and  made  his  con- 
tract with  his  eyen  open;  and  yet  the  House pf 
Representatives  passed  a  bill  last  year,  giving  him 
the  rates  of  1819,  with  fifty  per  cent.  off.  The 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, for  whom  I  have  a  sincere  respect,  has  told 
us  that  that  would  have  put  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  into  Mr.  Ritchie^s  pocket.  So  that  I  think 
the  two  parties  stand  exactly  even.  It  is  a  neck 
and  neck-race  between  **  Elchpse"  and  **  Henry." 

In  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  we  Whies 
had  %  majority.  We  made  an  order  that  the  pub- 
lic printers  should  receive  the  rates  of  1819,  with 
twenty  per  cent,  off.  When  they  accepted  the  of- 
fice of  public  printers  under  these  rates,  a  conlntct 
was  made  thereby;  and  I  have  always  believed 
that  we  had  no  right  to  vote  that  money.  Al- 
though I  was  then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, I  was  not  present  ^t  the  time.  I  do 
not  know  what  might  have  been  done  if  I  had  hap- 
pened to  be  there.  But  it  so  happened,  that  rery 
urgent  professioBal  engagements  called  me  to  my 
home  some  two  or  threedays  before  the  dose  of  the 
Congress.  Possibly  I  might  have  voted  for  it;  I 
might  have  been  persuaded  to  vote  for  it.  And 
this  is  the  way  in  which  these  things  are  usually 
done. 

If  we  make  Uiis  contract,  Donelson  and  Arm- 
strong will  have  money,  and  a  good  deal  of  it,  out 
of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Donelson  is  a  gentlemaa 
who  has  occupied  very  conspicuous  positions  in 
our  diplomatic  relations;  and  long  before  I  knew 
him  personally,  I  was  taught,  by  a  perusal  of  his 
correspondence  with  the  Government,  to  cherish 
sentiments  of  very  high  respect  for  him,  as  a  man 
of  talents  and  a  man  of  high  integrity.  If  you 
give  these  gentlemen  this  contract,  I  believe  that 
they  will  manage  it  in  the  same  manner  that  other 
contracts  have  oeen  mansged.  They  y^Ji  intend 
to  do  the  business  with  integrity  and  with  fidelity. 
But,  suppose  there  shall  be  a  defidcation  in  tne 
paper;  it  you  brought  them  right  up  to  the  mark. 
It  might  be  ruinous  to  them.  I  want  to  know  if 
a  political  committee,  or  a  political  majority  in  the 
two  Houses,  of  Congress,  will  enforce  the  contract 
against  them  in  such  a  case?  No,  they  never  will 
do  it. 

I  have  said  that  this  is  departmental  printing. 
If  the  amendment  shall  pass,  we  separate  the  pa- 
per from  the  composition  and  press-work.  There 
18  one  fact  which  I  must  state  here.  There  is  a 
stipulation  in  our  contract  for  the  Congressional 
printing,  requiring  that  it  shall  be  dont  on  paper 
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weighing  fifty  pounds  to  the  reain.  My  worthy 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, has  obtained  information  which  he  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  mentioning:  he  has  heard  of  cheat- 
ing among  the  manufacturers  of  ^  paper.  In 
modem  times  they  have  discovered  a  mode  of  in- 
troducing some  mineral  substance  into  paper  to 
make  it  weigh  some  twenty-five  per  cent,  more 
than  the  proper  materials  would  weigh.  I  have 
no  idea  that  Donelson  and  Armstrong^  would 
buy  such  paper.  But  suppose  you  stipulate  with 
them  as  you  have  stipulated  with  A.  Boyd  Ham- 
ilton, that  the  printing  shall  be  done  on  paper 
weighing  fifty  pounds  to  the  ream;  I  have  no  idea 
that  gentlemen  as  respectable  and  honest  as  I  be- 
lieve Donelson  ana  Armstrong  to  be  would, 
knowingly,  purchase  such  infenor  paper:  sup- 
pose, however,  that  it  was  their  misfortune  to 
have  such  paper,  and  they  actually  print  the  Cen- 
sus returns  upon  it:  suppose  when  you  get  the 
Census  returns  you  should  find  the  weight  of  the 
book  to  be  made  up  of  lead  or  some  material  im- 
properly intermixed  with  the  paper, — are  you  go- 
ing to  exact  8Lny  thing  from  these  gentlemen  ?  Are 
they  to  be  made  to  stand  up  to  their  contract  ? 
Would  not  the  condition  of  the  Unum  office  then 
come  into  view ?  and  would  it  not  be  said,  We 
must  not  sufl^er  our  organ  to  be  broken  up?  You 
never  can  enforce  such  a  contract  made  with  the 
proprietors  of  a  political  organ,  by  a  political 
committee,  appointed  by  a  political  majority  in 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress — certainlv  to  sub- 
serve the  public  interest,  not  to  support  tne  organ. 
I  would  not  suggest  such  an  idea  as  that,  because 
it  would  involve  an  imputation  on  the  motives  of 
honorable  Senators,  in  which  I  never  indulge. 

I  am  in  favor,  then,  of  separating  the  supply  of 
paper  from  the  composition  and  press- work,  in  the 
printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  uongress,  for  then 
printers  can  stand  face  to  face,  and  bid  on  the 
composition  and  press-work,  the  prices  of  which 
are  well  known  to  everybody.  The  market  prices 
of  composition  and  press-work  are  just  as  well 
known  as  the  price  or  cotton  in  Texas.  The  diffi- 
culty heretofore  has  been  that  the  contractors  have 
had  a  vast  margin  under  the  head  of  cheating  -in 
paper.  If  that  margin  is  taken  away,  it  is  all  that 
IS  wanted.  If  that  is  done  I  do  not  care  what 
you  do  as  to  composition  and  press-work.  I 
would  be  very  well  satisfied  to  distribute  that  work 
amongst  the  various  printing  establishments  in  the 
city ;  and  I  am  not  certain  that  I  would  not  say  that  I 
would  allpw  no  one  to  compete  for  composition  and 
press-work  unless  he  were  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  had  his  establishment  here:  for  I 
wish  to  keep  these  adventurers  out  of  this  matter.  I 
feel  a  sincere  respect  and  sympathy  for  the  press 
here,  and  am  willing  myself  to  do  somethingtowards 
sustaining  it.  I  think  that,  strictly,  the  composi- 
tion and  press  woik  ought  to  be  given  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  but  if  you  choose  to  distribute  itamon^ 
the  printing  offices  here,  I  will  not  object;  or  if 
you  choose  to  elect  a  printer  to  do  it,  still  I  have 
no  objection.  But  1  do  pbject  to  this  old  corrupt 
system  of  enabling  men  by  being  elected  printers 
to  Congress  to  make  lar^  fortunes  mainly  by  de- 
falcations in  paper.  It  is  corrupt  in  its  tendency. 
It  is  of  evil  example.  It  serves  to  disseminate  in 
the  country  the  idea  that  a  man  can,  by  undue 
means,  make  a  fortune  out  of  the  Qovemment  of 
the  United  States.  Indeed,  our  Government  has 
made  progress,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  in  cor- 
ruption, during  the  past  few  years,  which  should 
awaken  and  alarm  all  good  citizens  of  the  country. 

When  I  came  into  Congress  the  received  opin- 
ion among  members  was,  that  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government  should,  in  no  event,  exceed  about 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  per  annum;  and  I 
remember  very  well  that  the  expenditures  by 
General  Jackson  *s  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  's  admin- 
istrations, of  about  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  during  what  is  usually  denominated 
the  Harrison  campaign,  was  held  up  in  contrast 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  administration  under 
John  Q,utncy  Adams,  as  being  perfectly  enormous 
and  in  the  highest  degree  corrupt.  But  what  now 
is  the  state  of  things?  These  expenditures  have 
been  carried  from  twenty  millions  up  to  about 
fifty  millions  of  dollars;  and  it  is  a  painful  duty 
for  me  to  discharge  when  I  say,  what  I  verily  be- 
lieve, that  corruption  and  extravagance  in  the 
Government  have  increased  just  about  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  increase  of  our  expendi- 
tures^more  than  one  hundred  per  cent.    It  is 


high  time  that  public  attention  should  be  called  to 
this  matter. 

I  have  already  occupied  more  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate  than  I  intended  to  occupy;  and  lam  sensi- 
ble that  I  have  given  my  views,  such  as  they 
are,  to  the  Senate  in  a  very  imperfect  form;  but  I 
intended  to  have  gone  into  the  subject  of  the  enor- 
mous expenditures  under  the  head  of  printing — 
and  here  I  wish  to  speak  of  one  evil  that  flows  from 
giving  the  public  printing  out  to  political  favorites 
by  a  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  tendency  of  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  ennance 
the  amount  of  expenditures  enormously  under  one 
party  or  another.  I  say  that  if  a  majority  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  arr<^te  to  themselves 
the  power  of  giving^  out  the  printing  upon  consid- 
erations of  poUticaT  favoritism,  it  influences,  in  a 
very  considerable  d^ree,  the  number  of  copies 
that  are  to  be  printed.  When  yeu  embark  in  the 
matter  of  political  favoritism,  avowedly,  or  if  not 
avowedly,  really;  when  you  make  a  contract 
under  this  feeling,  is  there  not  a  strong  temptation 
held  out  to  the  majority  to  augment  unduly  the 
quantity  of  matter  ordered  to  be  printed?  I  do 
not  say  that  any  such  purpose  is  entertained  here 
in  regard  to  this  printing.  I  do  not  say  that  any 
honorable  member  of  wis  body  would  intention- 
ally do  any  such  thing;  but  I  do  say  that  suc^  is 
the  tendency.  I  beheve  that  this  principle  of  po- 
litical favoritism  has  operated  heretofore  in  the 
procuring  of  an  undue  increase  of  the  amount 
of  printing  ordered  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Confess.  Perhaps  honorable  Senators  and  hon- 
orable members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  hardly  been  aware  of  the  presence  of 
the  motive  in  their  own  minds;  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  so  with  a  majority  of  the  members;  a  con- 
siderable number  may  be  in  favor  of  printing  a 
large  number  of  any  particular  document  without 
reference -to  any  consideration  of  that  character; 
yet  a  few,  with  a  view  to  favbr  the  public  printer, 
a  political  favorite,  mif  ht  be  induced  to  think  that 
on  the  wh«le  they  would  favor  the  proposition,  al- 
though, otherwise,  they  would  be  opposed  to  it. 

I  have  before  me  some  statistics  in  regard  to 
the  Congressional  printing,  which  I  obtained  from 
the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  I  will 
not  occupy  the  time  of  tlie  Senate  by  ^oing  into 
any  details.  I  wish  to  s^ive  some  statistics,  and 
then  conclude  this  branch  of  my  remarks.  The 
aggregate  amount  paid  for  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses  during  the  Twenty-second  Congress,  the 
first  Congress  under  General  Jackson's  adminis- 
tration, was  1142,685  65;  for  the  Twenty-third 
Congress,  $353,499  18,  bein^  a  great  deal  more 
than  double  the  cost  of  printing  for  the  preceding 
Congress;  for  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress  the 
amount  was  A154,221  17;  for  the  Twenty-fiflh 
Congress,  |2l8,047  59;  for  the  Twenty-sixth 
Congress,  #190,824  59;  for  the  Twenty-seventh 
Congress,  |293,457  38--that  was  a  Whig  Con- 
gress, and  it  seems  to  have  gone  pretty  deep  into 
the  Treasury  under  the  head  of  printing;  for  the 
Twenty-eighth  Congress  the  amount  paid  for 
printing  was  |356,43l  65;  for  the  Twenty-ninth 
Congress,  f259,596  75. 

That  closed  the  old  system  of  choosing  politi- 
cal favorites  to  be  printers  to  both  Houses.  Now 
we  come  to  the  new  system.  For  the  Thirtieth 
Congress,  the  printing  cost  #182,887  12.  I  have 
a  statement  here  of  wnat  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  printing  of  the  last  Congress.  It 
is  #125,783  36;  but  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  yet  to  be  done. 
Therefore  we  cannot  yet  tell  what  will  be  the 
^gregate  expenditures  for  the  printing  of  the 
Thirty-first  Congress.  Thus,  since  Greneral  Jack- 
son came  into  power,  the  enormous  sum  of 
#2,277,364  40  has  been  expended  in  printing  for 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  every  penny  of  this  over  half  a  million  of 
dollars  was  completely  thrown  away.  We  have 
printed  almost  everything  of  which  the  human 
mind  could  conceive,  until  we  were  converting 
Congress  into  one  vast  book  concern,  as  our  hon- 
ored friend,  the  former  Senator  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Benton)  used  to  express  it. 

Now,  then,  I  will  admit  that  we  are  brought  to 
a  period  when  we  ought  to  consider  what  we  are 
to  do  in  regard  to  Congressional  printing.  I 
have  thrown  out  these  viewv  in  a  manner  which  I 
confess  is  somewhat  embarrassed  and  imperfect, 
resulting  in  a  great  degree  from'  a  weakness  of  my 
lungs  at  the  present  time,  laboring,  as  I  do,  under 


a  cold.  Yet  I  do  think  that  there  is  m  this  sub 
ject  matter  that-  is  entirely  worthy  of  attention 
and  I  want  my  Northwestern  friends  particularly 
to  consider  it.  We  ask  nothing  for  our  State;  vr\ 
are  not  petitioners  here  for  the  assistance  of  Con 
gress  in  any  form,  for  improvements  of  our  har 
bora  and  nvers,  or  for  appropriations  of  ptiblii 
lands  in  aid  of  railroads.  Tney  are  asked  an< 
demanded,  and  required  in  the  Northwestern  eec 
tion  of  our  Union,  and  I  stand  ready  to  accon 
them,  and  will  do  so  most  cheerfully.  But  to  en 
able  us  to  do  it,  I  demand,  and  shall  insist,  on  e 
proper  economy  in  all  the  Departments  of  the 
Government.  Where  shall  we  begin?  I  think 
some  reformation  is  necessary,  and  i  think  the 
very  first  thing  we  should  do  is  to  reform  our 
selves,  reform  Congress,  reform  the  extravagant 
and  wild  expenditure  which  we  have  had  here 
And  how  are  we  to  do  it?  Not  by  making  tb< 
public  printing  a  matter  of  favoritism,  but  by  die* 
pensing  it,  as  I  conceive,  under  the  provisions  ol 
existing  laws,  though  I  should  like  to  have  sucl 
modifications  made  as  I  have  suggested  in  theai 
remarks. 

What  have  we  bdbre  us^  Mr.  President?  an^ 
what  are  the  results  at  which  we  have  arrived  { 
l*his  is  not  Congressional  printing;  it  is  depart^ 
mental  printing.  Then  I  say  the  number  of  copies 
should  oe  specified;  and  in  regard  to  tha(,  there  i« 
a  blank  to  be  filled  in  my  amendment.  I  wish  t<i 
say  a  few  words  on  that  subject  in  this  place.  In 
1^9,  when  Congress  passed  a  law  for  taking  tht 
Sixth  Census,  they  made  a  provision  for  printing 
the  returns;  and  they  then  ordered  ten  thousana 
copies  of  the  returns  to  be  printed.  Now,  whaj 
number  of  copies  shall  we  order  at  this  time?  1 
have  great  difficulty  as  to  making  any  order  aboul 
it,  until  I  know  what  is  the  magnitude  of  the 
work.  If  it  is  to  be  a  very  large  work,  as  I  be^ 
lieve  it  will  be,  \  am  for  a  small  number  of  copies, 
I  doubt  exceedingly  whether  we  ought  to  exceed 
ten  thousand.  1  Know  we  have  more  States  now 
than  we  had  in  1840.  We  have  added  fire  addi- 
tional  States  since  that  time;  we  have  a  vastly 
Ikrger  extent  of  territory,  and  a  much  larger  pop- 
ulation. Therefore  I  will  not  complain  if  honors 
able  Senators  should  propose  to  print  twelve 
thousand  copies.  In  the  Twenty-sixth  Conmas 
1  beheve  ten  thousand  copies  of  tne  returns  m  the 
Sixth  Census  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  in 
the  Twenty-seventh  Congress  we  ordered  a  com^ 
pendium  to  be  made,  and  twenty  thousand  copies 
of  it  to  be  printed.  • 

I  am  opposed  to  any  compendium  of  this  census. 
Blair  &  Kives  obtained  a  very  large  and  tucrative 
job  in  printin?  the  original  returns  of  the  Sixth 
Census;  and  I  nope  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  the 
Whig  Twenty-seventh  Congress  to  give  a  job  in 
the  form  of  a  compendium  to  ike  Madiscnion  news^ 
paper  then  printea  in  this  city.  That  compendium 
cost  a  large  sum,  and  I  believe  it  never  was  of  the 
least  practical  utility.  1  do  not  believe  it  necessary 
to  print  a  vast  number  of  such  a  document  as  this 
to  circulate  all  over  the  country.  It  will  be  of  no 
use.  Congress  must  have  a  proper  supply— the 
Congressional  Library,  the  Departments,  the  State 
governments,  the  leading  seminaries  of  learning,; 
and  the  literary  institutions  of  the  country ,  should 
be  well  supplied.  As  for  putting  this  census  into 
the  hands  of  a  vast  multitude  of  people  in  this 
country,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  utterly  absurd  and 
ridiculous.  It  is  or  very  little  use,  except  to  Con< 
gress,  to  enable  it  to  make  an  apportionment  ot 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 
among  the  respective  States,  and  to  furnish  sta- 
tistics  of  the  population  and  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  But  who  are  the  men  who  are  com' 
petent  to  deal  with  the  contents  of  the  census  in 
this  regard?  Only  staticians— -verjr  learned  men, 
and  there  are  a  very  few  of  them  m  this  country. 
I  am  perfectly  ft>ee  to  admit  that  I  should  myseli 
be  utterly  incompetent  for  such  an  undertaking  oi 
this  sort,  although  there  may  be  members  of  this 
body  who  may  be  competent.  I  would  therefore 
have  no  compendium— I  would  print  a  limited 
number  of  copies  of  this  work.  My  own  belief 
is,  that  ten  thousand  or  twelve  thousand  copies 
will  be  an  abundant  supply  for  the  entire  country. 
You  ought  to  have  some  copies  to  send  to  Eurof»e, 
to  interchange  with  foreign  Governments,  and  per- 
haps some  to  send  to  some  of  the  leading  semi- 
naries of  learning  in  Europe. 

Afler  we  have  supplied  Congress,  the  Genera] 
Gk>ver(2ment,  the  State  governments,  and  the  va. 
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nooB  aaninaries  of  learning,  and  sent  copies  to  the 

Fateiga  Ambassadors,  I  tmnk  we  sfaall  nave  gone 

mute  as  far  as  the  pablic  interests  require.    1  am, 

iWefore,  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  this  amend- 

m  at  present  advised,  with  ten  thousand 

but  I  will  not  even  object  to  twentj  thoa- 

eopicfl,  if  honorable  members  desire  that 

;  but  I  should  be  utterly  opposed  to  print- 

k^  a  compendium  such  as  was  ordered  by  the 

rveDty-seventh  Con^^ress,  because  I  believe  there 

m  mo  real  practical  ntilitv  in  such  a  work. 

HaTing  demonstrateo,  as  I  trust  I  have,  con  • 

chvtTely,  that  this  is  departmental  printing;  hav 

n^  ab«?«m  that  the  law  of  1842  is  now  in  full 

fiwee;   imving  shown  that  that  law  has  worked 

veO,  and  that  aU  contracts  under  that  law  have 

bcoi  performed;  having  shown  that  the  public 

treaonre  has  been  economized  in  a  very  consider- 

able  degree  by  the  operation  of  that  law;  having 

shown,  a^  trust  I  have,  that  the  public  interests 

in  eirery  regard,  require  that  that  lav^  should  be 

maiftfiiini^ ,  and  that  the  law  which  provides  for 

}kft  printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  should 

be  amended,  I  ask,  u{>on  what  principle  is  it  that 

my  one  member  can  rise  in  hja  place  and  demand 

(he  psuna^  of  the  original  resolution  submitted 

liy  my  honorable  ftiend  from  Indiana,  and  upon 

vhat  principle  can  any  one  object  to  the  amend- 

sest  which  I  have  proposed,  separating  the  sup- 

^  of  paper  from  the  com|K>sition  apd  the  press- 

yn^  and  from  the  binding,  and  requiring  the 

SecRlarv  of  the  Interior,  with  proper  securities 

tad  amfer  proper  supervision^  to  let  out  all  three 

asters  to  tne  lowest  bidder,  which  I  am  entirely 

•ve  can  be  done,  and  will  secure  this  printing 

■ore  efiacttially  than  in  any  other  form  which  can 

bepropoaed? 

I  was  near  overlooking  one  single  point.    If 
a  makmiy  of  the  Senate  (which  I  can  hardlv  be- 
beve)  shall  r^ect  mv  proposed  amendment,  then  I 
fasve  prepared  another  amendment,  upon  which  I 
^BtM  mk  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana  to 
reflect,  aad  whieh  I  think  will  meet  with  his  con- 
is,  to  give  the  composition  and 
to  Donelson  &  Armstrong  upon  such 
ss  the   committee  may  think  reasonable; 
taktt^aame  time  to  require  the  Secretary  of 
thetefl^  to  contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for 
thsMfa^aid  also  for  the  bindine:  of  the  work. 
If ttiJnposition  I  now  make  shall  be  rejected,  I 
tktimm  conatder  it  as  settled — so  far  as  a  major- 
icy  sflfae  Senate  are  concerned — ^that  they  are  de- 
tanned  to  pnt  this  work,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
is  dbe  hands  of  Donelson  &,  Armstrong,  and  I 
iU  then  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  an  en- 
4Bfw  to  improve  the  proposition  in  other  modes. 
Jb  dns  way,  if  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  body 
isfwtromze  the  establishment  of  Donelson  db  Arm- 
1— g,  (and  I  admit  that  it  is  a  highly  respectable 
«e^)  it  will  have  a  very  ample  patronage,  and  a 
venr  large  and  lucrative  job  to  do  the  composition 
saa  pre«a-work.    It  will  be  a  job  whicn  I  will 
vcotare  to  say  will  furnish  them  with  all  the  sup- 
pfin  which  will  be  required  under  present  emer- 
§emtk».    I  have  no  feeling  on  the  subject.    I  am 
■■i|ilj)  doing  a  public  duty,  and  I  leave  the  sub- 
jeci  im  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  with  the  assurance 
that  $0T  one,  I  intend  to  acquiesce  cheerfully  in 
vhatevcr  may  be  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  this 
hoDOrable  body. 

Mr.  BRIOUT.  I  am  very  anxious  that  a  vote 
should  be  taken  on  the  resolution  this  evening.  I 
liave  heretofore  said  more  on  the  subject  than  I 
expected  to  say  at  the  time  I  introduced  the  reso- 
hdMNi,  and  yet  there  is  much  in  the  speech  of  the 
boBorahle  Senator  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
that  deserves  a  reply.  >Much  of  it,  however, 
^ocs  not  meet  the  question  before  the  Senate.  At 
the  time  *  offered  this  resolution,  my  sole  object 
VIS  to  aeeure  the  performance  of  a  work  which  1 
tkeugfat  would  be  of  great  service  to  the  public.  1 
esa  aasore  the  honorable  Senator  that  1  had  no 
nek  motives  in  view  as  he  would  seem  to  impute 
to  me.  It  is  true  that  I  named  in  the  resolution 
vhich  I  offered  the  individuals  who  were  to  per- 
form theservice.  And  why  ?  For  the  reason  timt, 
upon  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  materials;  that  they  were  so  situated 
thai  they  could  eo  forward  with  the  work  imme- 
diately, provided  they  could  get  a  fair  price  for  it. 
I  beg  leive  to  remark,  that  ever  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  body,  until  this  session,  I 
have  advocated  the  contract  system,  and  I  only 
abandoned  it  when  I  found  that  the  men  we 


employed  abandoned  us,  and  aband6ned  their  con- 
tracts. I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
immaterial  what  kind  of  contract  we  make,  or  how 
guarded  it  may  be,  we  cannot  get  the  work  laid  on 
our  tables  in  the  manner  we  contract  for  it.  I 
was  even  disposed  to  tolemte  that  in  view  of  the 
repeated  decisions  of  the  Senate,  so  long  as  it  ap- 
plied to  work  of  an  ordinary  character.  But  1 
was  unwilling  to  see  this  class  of  service;  I  was 
unwilling  to  see  returns  bo  valuable  as  I  consid- 
ered these  returns  to  be,  printed  on  the  kind  of  pa- 
per and  in  the  manner  in  which  our  public  print- 
ing has  been  hitherto  done.  Hence  I  proposed,  in 
the  resolution,  that  the  committee  should  have  a 
discretionary  power;  not  that  they  should  be  abso- 
lutely compelled  to  contract  with  these  parties,  but 
that  they  should  contract  with  them  provided  they 
would  make  a  contract  for  work  upon  reasonable 
terms,  done  in  the  manner  the  committee  would 
reouire. 

Under  this  resolution,  the  committee  will  have 
enlateed  powers.  They  will  have  a  right  to  say 
that  uiey  will  pav  so  much  for  paper,  so  much  for 
composition,  ancl  so  much  for  press-work;  and  I 
hope  that,  if  the  resolution  shall  pass,  the  contract 
for  the  paper,  and  the  contract  for  the  composition 
and  press-work  will  be  separate.  I  believe  that,  in 
this  way,  we  shall  get  the  work  better  done.  They 
have  the  power  to  say  on  what  kind  of  paper  the 
work  shall  be  done,  and  how  much  they  will  give 
for  the  composition,  and  how  much  for  the  press- 
work. 

The  printing  provided  for  in  .this  resolution  is 
not  covered  by  any  general  law.  That,  the  com- 
mittee have  already  decided  and  reported  to  this 
body.  This  printing  is  not  disposed  of;  and 
the  question  is.  What  disposition  will  the  Senate 
make  of  it  ?  The  gentleman  says  we  are  in  hot 
haste;  that  we  are  too  eariy ;  that  an  effort  is  made 
by  this  resolution  to  reward  a  partisan  press. 
The  honorable  Senator  certainly  forgets  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Coneress  he  nimself  proposed 
in  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  eive  this  very 
work  to  the  RemtbHe.  Hot  haste!  It  was  not 
too  eariy  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  agitate 
the  question. . 

Mr.  SMITH.  As  the  honorable  Senator  never 
has  attended  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  I  presume  he  muces  the  statement 
that  I  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  printing^  of  the 
census  returns  to  the  Republic  on  the  authority  of 
others.  All  1  have  to  say  is,  that  the  gentleman 
is  entirely  misinformed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  If  I  am  not  correct  I  hope  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  will  cor- 
rect me. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  presume  the  statement  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  made  on  informa- 
tion received  from  me.  He  is  mistaken,  however, 
in  supposing  that  I  said  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut proposed  to  gite  this  printing  to  the  Rt' 
pubHe.  1  did  say  that  the  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut was  in  favor  of  the  proposition  made  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Census  to  leave  the  printing 
to  him,  and  have  it  executed  at  that  time.  Whether 
he  would  have  had  it  done  at  the  RepubHe  office  or 
elsewhere  I  do  not  know.  But  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Census  did  express  a  wish — and  that  sub- 
ject came  before  the  committee— to  be  permitted 
to  have  the  printing  executed  as  he  might  think 
proper  at  that  time.  The  committee  decided  that 
an  arrangement  of  that  sort  could  not  be  entered 
into,  because  the  census  bill  itself,  after  providing 
for  the  execution  of  the  preliipinary  prmting,  re- 
quired that  the  report  of  a  plan  for  publishing  the 
census  should  be  made  to  Congress  at  the  present 
session,  and  that  the  printing  of  the  census  returns 
should  be  done  as  this  Congress  should  direct. 
Therefore  they  did  not  feel  authorized  to  enter 
into  any  arrangement,  or  give  their  assent  to  any- 
thing or  that  kind.  I  then  understood  the  Senator 
from  Conaecticut,  and  I  now  understand  him,  to 
have  been  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this 
subject.  It  is  very  unusual,  I  believe,  to  bring 
into  the  Senate  conversations  in  the  rooms  of  the 
committees  of  this  body. 

Mr.  BRIGlTr.  I  refer  for  my  information  to 
a  debate  that  came  up  on  a  collateral  question  at 
the  last  session.  I  have  not  the  debates  before 
me,  but  I  think  that  I  can  turn  to  them  and  show 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  ex- 
pressed a  preference  at  that  time  for  giving  to  the 


gentleman  who  has  charge  of  the  Census  Bureau 
the  privily  of  makins  a  contract  for  this  print- 
ing. The  inference  follows  as  a  matter  cUT  course 
that  it  would  have  taken  the  direction  which  I  in- 
dicated. "^ 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  know  what  the  gentle- 
man may  find  recorded  in  the  debates  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  Having  been  said  by  me,  but  I  know  that  I 
never  entertained  any  such  view  as  that.  I  must 
also  say,  in  very  broad  terms,  that  my  friend  from 
Arkansas  [Mr.  BonLAin)]  is  entirely  mistaken.  I 
do  not  kndw  but  that  I  may  have  used  language 
from  which  he  properly  inferred  what  he  seems  < 
to  have  inferred;  but  I  have  never  entertained  any 
such  views,  but  have  been  Orom  the  beginning  to- 
tally opposed  to  breaking  up  the  contract  system. 
And  if^  I  felt  at  liberty  to  state  to  the  Senate  the 
appeals  which  have  been  made  to  me  by  some  of 
m^  own  political  friends  in  this  city,  proprietors 
of*^ political  presses,  or  at  least  of  one  of  tnem,  in 
regard  to  this  very  thing,  and  in  furtherance  of 
the  views  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana  

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  gave  way  for  an  explana- 
tion. I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut win  not  extend  his  remarks. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  was  not  fi^oing'to  extend  my 
remarks  further;  but  I  wished  to  say  that  if  I  felt 
at  liberty  to  bring  the  mattera  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded before  the  Senate,  nobody  would  have  any 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  position  which  I  now 
occupy,  and  ever  have  occupied,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  will  give  way,  I  will  move  an  ;uljoum- 
ment. 

Mr  .'BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  conclude  w)iat  liule 
I  have  to  say  on  this  subject  this  evening.  I  think 
I  see  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
vote  on  the  resolution  this  evening. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  Mr.  CLARKE,  and  others. 
You  c^not  get  a  vote  to-night. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  give 
way.    It  is  now  late. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  yield. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  12,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. . 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  ThJre  is,  I  understand, 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  a  bill  which  has  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  important  amend- 
ment. It  is  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
repair  of  the  Capitol.  It  ought  to  be  acted  upon; 
and  if  there  be  any  objection,  I  shall  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  with  a  view  of  taking  it  up, 
and  in  order  that  we  may  act  upon  the  amendment 
ef  the  Senate. 

THE  LAWS  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 

Th^  SPEAKER.  The  firat  business  in  order 
is  the  proposition  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  That  being  a  privileged 
motion,  it  must  be  firet  disposed  of  before  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  can  be  entertainol. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  was  not,  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  my  place  when  this  debate  took  place,  and 
when  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  fAf r.  John- 
loff]  made  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  order  to 
print  the  laws  of  New  Mexico;  and  I  hope  if  he 
be  not  prevented  by  any  important  matter  of  prin- 
ciple from  so  doing,  that  he  will  withdraw  his  op- 
position. I  am  desirous  that  any  suspicion ,  which 
may  be  harbored  in  the  mind  of  any  gmtleman 
upon  this  floor,  in  reference  to  the  laws  of  New 
Mexico-'that  they  contain  anything  hostile  or 
anything  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  the 
most  kindly  respect  towards  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States-— may  be  dischai^^ 
by  the  fullest  investigation.  The  gentleman  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  other  gentlemen, 
are,  I  believe,  mistaken  in  supposing  thflt  these 
laws  have  ever  been  printed.  Heretofore  the  laws 
of  the  Kearny  code,  as  it  is  Called,  were  reSnacted 
in  such  words  as  these:   '''And  all  that  portion  of 

•  the  Kearny  code  and  laws  of  Mexico,  not  incon- 
*sistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
*and  the  laws  passed  by  this  Legislature,  are 

*  hereby  regnacted."  That  is  all  that  the  gentle- 
man can  find  upon  this  subject.  They  never  have 
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been  printed,  to  my  knowledge;  and  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  withdraw  his  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  allow  the  laws  to  be  printed. 

[A  message  in  writing  was  here  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands 
of  his  Private  Secretary,  Millard  P.  FiLLMoaE.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  This  is  the  first  instance, 
I  believe — certainly  the  first  I  have  been  able  to 
find — ^when  the  laws  of  a  Territory  have  been  sent 
here  without  bein^  printed.  It  has  been  the  inva- 
riable practice  of  Congress  and  of  this  House, 
/rom  the  foundation  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  time,  to  send  those  laws  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories.  I  know  of  no  very  good  reason 
why  they  have  been  sent  there.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  instance  in  which  they  have  reported  upon 
them.  They  have  been  invariably  sent  there  in 
printed  form;  and  it  may  be,  if  we  depart  from 
the  custom  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  we  may 
see  the  necessity  arise  for  such  action.  I  think  it 
is  necessary  tliat  these  laws  should  be  printed  and 
aent  tQ  that  committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  exam- 
ine them,  and  see  what  they  are.  1  have  no  doubt, 
eves  that  while  you  and  myself  were  members  of 
tliat  committee,  at  a  former  Congres^  that  some 
members  of  the  committee  at  all  times  examined 
the  laws  passed  by  the  Territories — though  few  in 
number — sent  to  them.  Those  Territories  are 
now  increased;  they  are  remote  and  distant  from 
us,  and  their  legislation  becomes  a  matter  of  deep 
importance  to  us  in  some  instances.  I  do  not 
know,  and  I  do  not  believe,  that  there  is  anything 
improper  in  th^  legislation  of  New  Mexico.  I  do 
not  know  such  to  be  the  fact  in  any  of  the  Terri- 
tories. It  is  necessary,  however,  that  these  things 
should  be  brought  before  the  country.  Every 
gentleman  should  have  the  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining them,  if  he  is  disposed  to  do  so;  and  it  may 
become  important  hereafter,  in  relation  to  another 
Territory,  to  which  we  have  given  laws«  and  to 
which  we  are  bound  to  give  government.  I  think 
it  is  necessary,  then,  that  this  motion  to  reconsider 
should  not  prevail;  and  that  those  laws  should  be 
printed,  that  they  may  come  before  the  committee; 
and  tliat  gentlemen  here  and  elsewhere  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  them,  to  ascertain 
what  tney  are.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  in  the  Terri- 
tory from  which  they  come,  a  large  portion  of  the 
citizens  there  have  but  recently  been  brought  into 
the  United  States.  We  have  a  guardianship  to 
some  extent  over  them;  and  if  we  do  not  expect 
to  find  anything  wrong  or  improper  in  those  laws, 
still  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  examine  them. 

Mr.  CLARK.  1  wish  to  inquire  if  this  is  not 
resolution  day,  and  whether  the  regular  ordet  of 
business  is  not  to  call  the  Startes  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is:  but  this  is  a  privileged 
question,  and  must  be  first  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  wish  merely 
to  answer  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Mexico,  [Mr.  Wkightmak,]  and  then  submit  two 
or  three  remarks  in  regard  to  thi«  matter.  I  made 
the  motion  to  reconsider  at  die  hist  session  of  this 
House.  I  would  withdraw  that  motion  to  gratify 
the  gentleman,  but  I  believe  that  the  motive  which- 
he  has  chiefly  in  view  is  entirely  a  mistaken  one. 
I  have  no  idea  myself,  nor  do  I  believe  any  one 
else  has,  that  there  is  anything  wrong  in  the  legis- 
lation of  thatjTerritory.  If  I  thought  so,  I  would 
be  willing  to  incur  any  amount  of  expense  that 
might  be  neceraary  to  enable  this  House  to  correct 
any  wrong  legislation  there.  So  farfVom  my  mo- 
tion having  any  eflfect  in  the  shape  of  a  reflection 
upon  the  legislation  of  that  Territory,  it  is  rather 
an  exhibition  of  the  confidence  of  this  House  in 
its  legislation.  For  these  reasons — with  all  wil- 
lingness in  the  world  to  gratify  that  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Weiobtmaiv] — I  shall  decline  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  reconsider.  But  to  look  at  the  mat- 
ter of  printing  itself,  I  submit  to  the  House,  if 
they  will  examine  the  matter,  they  will  find  that 
these  laws,  when  printed,  will  form  a  respectable 
sized  volume.  Now,  1  wouki  be  glad  if  any  gen- 
tleman will  inform  me  how  many  copies  of  it  will 
have  to  be  printed.  I  presume  there  will  be  enough 
printed  for  every  member  of  this  House,  and 
enough  extras  for  the  committees  to  act  upon,  and 
sull  a  surplus  beyond  w4iat  will  be  so  required.  I 
am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 

government  of  every  Territory,  and  that  in  paying 
lose  expenses,  the  printing  these  laws  comes  m  as 
a  pax t.  But  they  will  have  to  be  printed  ai  homt. 


If  we  pay  a  double  expense  of  having  them  printed 
again  nere,  there  will  be  but  this  hmited  number 
printed,  which  will  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  home  consumption. 

Then  thet>nly  object  there  can  be  in  incurring 
this  ttnnecessary  expense  in  printing  is  this,  that 
we  may  have  perfectly  in  our  powcfr  to  run 
through  a  long  list  of  laws  passed  by  a  Territory, 
the  substance  of  which  we  can  ascertain,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  or  in  twenty-nine  cases  out  of 
thirty,  just  by  a  casual  fflance  at  the  titles  of  the 
laws.  Now,  this  matter /las  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories;  and  1  suggest  whether 
it  would  not  be  wise  for  them  to  run  through  those 
laws  by  their  titles,  and  report  back  to  the  House 
such,  which  will  not  be  ten  at  the  outside,  tM  they 
desire  to  have  printed.  The  House  will  grant  the 
request  at  once. 

Then  where  is  the  necessity  for  printing  all  Uiese 
laws,  of  such  varied  character?  Almost  evefy 
member  is  familiar  with  the  laws  of  his  own  State, 
and  with  the  varied  character  of  the  enactments 
thereof;  hence  he  must  see  how  perfectly  futile, 
idle,  and  useless  it  will  be  to  print  all  these  laws 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  with  the  view  to 
any  practical  good?  If  they  were  never  to  be 
pnnted  elsewhere,  I  would  say  print;  but  they  are 
to  be  printed  at  home,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
print  them  here. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansas  IMri  Johnson]  will  allow  me  to  inter- 
rupt him,  I  will  say  that  the  labors  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  are  gcong  to  be  pretty  ar- 
duous. We  have  gone  far  enough  to  see  that.  It 
will  take  the  committee  some  time  to  determine 
what  they  want  prin  ted ,  if  any  thing.  The  expense 
of  printing  is  not  very  great,  and  the  amount  that 
will  be  prmted  will  be  the  usual  quantity  ordered 
by  the  House,  for  the  use  of  the  House.  It  may 
become  very  inftportaat,  bereailer,  that  these  laws 
should  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  The  gentleman 
refers  to  the  amount  of  labor  devolving  upon  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  How  long  will  it  take 
to  turn  over  fifly,  sixty,  or  a  hundred  paees  of 
manuscript,  when  there  will  never,  probably,  be 
more  than  one  title  upon  a  page,  and  look  out 
those  acts  which  the  committee  wish  printed,  and 
report  them  to  the  House,  without  taking  the 
trouble  of  any  deeper  investi^tion? 

[Here  a  messa^  was  received  from  the  Senate 
by  the  hand  of  Asbubt  Dickins,  Esq.,  their 
Secretary,  ^accompanied  by  several  bills,  which 
had  passed  that  body.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (resuming.)  The  object  of 
printing  these  laws,  then,  is  merely,  as  I  have 
s'ated,  for  the  purpose  of  enabNng  tne  commitcee 
to  examine  them.  The  amount  of  labor  which 
they  have  to  encounter,  is,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 
matter  of  moonshine,  for  the  honorable  chairman 
of  that  committee  himself  says  that  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  they  will  want  many  of  thenl  pnnted. 
It  is  very  probable,  he  says,  that  they  will  want 
none.  I  never  heard  of  one  that  was  printed  by 
the  order  of  this  House  from  any  cause  of  neces- 
sity growing  out  of  theii'  consideration  here.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  the  power  of  supervision  of  this 
Congress  over  those  laws.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  we  should  adopt  or  that  we  should  approve 
them.  They  stand  as  the  laws  of  this  land,  unless 
they  are  taken  up  by  the  House,  considered,  and 
rejected.  So  that  we  do  not  have  to  approve  them 
by  any  action,  and  it  is  only  by  positive  acts  that 
they  ever  stand  refected.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  seems  to  me  that  every  guarantee  that  is 
necessary,  is  left  to  us  for  security  without  printing 
them  at  all,  if  the  committee  will  merely  take  the 
pains  to  run  through  them.  I  will  say  in  con- 
clusion, that  so  far  as  I  have  anything  to  do  with 
it,  I  am  done  with  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
these  laws  shall  be  printed,  it  it  be  the  desire  of  the 
House;  and  if  I  had  been  satisfied  that  there  was 
a  decided  majority  in  favor  of  it,  I  would  never 
have  made  the  motion  at  all. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  The  question  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  is, 
whether  we  will  order  the  printing,  and  thus 
bring  before  this  body  the  territorial  laws  of  New 
Mexico.  I  understand  the  objection  made  by 
him  to  be  based  upon  pecuniary  considerations, 
chiefly.  It  is  a  sufllcient  answer  to  that  objection, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  that  pecuniary  considerationa 
amount  to  nothing,comperatively ,  when  contrUted 
with  our  position  as  a  Natiooai  Lcigislature  to  the 


Territories.  It  ought  not  to  amount  to  luiy  n 
sideration.  What  is  our  position  here?  JJni 
the  organic  law  of  that  Territory  we  sustain  i 
same  relation  to  it  that  the  President  of  the  Uni\ 
Stotes  does  to  the  legislation  of  this  body.  It 
our  duty  to  eounnine  and  approve  or  fUi«appr< 
of  their  legislation.  And  the  propesitton  is  m« 
here  to  deprive  this  body  of  the  means  of  cfet 
minine  its  own  judgment  .of  approval  or  dis4 
proval.  In  the  ease  of  New  Mexico,  I  presu] 
that  their  legislation  is  squared  to  the  Constituti 
of  the  Unitol  States— 4hat  it  is  subordiMtte  to  t 
orsanic  law  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  Before  the  g^ 
tleman  goes  any  further,  I  will  correct  him  up* 
one  point.  No  propontion  is  made  to  depriye  t 
House  of  the  power  of  examination  into  it — f1 
at-alU    You  cannot  define  it  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  define  my  own  ideas  in  n 
own  language,  and  when  I  wisn  to  use  a  dictia 
ary,  I  hope  the  goitleman  will  permit  me  to  sel4 
my  own.  The  proposition  is  to  cut  off*  the  prit 
in^  of  these  laws,  and  to  shut  them  up  in  the  c 
chives  of  a  court;  and  if  it  is  not  one  to  i^nt  the 
out  firom  the  critioisijEi  and  personal  examinati* 
of  this  House,  I  do  not  understand  the  force  of 
measure.  Now,  sir,  1  do  sot  know  but  th^ 
are  all  righti  and,  as  I  have  remarked  before, 
pursuance  of  and  in  subordination  to  the  Coasl 
tutton  of  the  United  States  and  the  organic  law  ^ 
the  Territory.  Whether  ris^t  or  wronf ,  is  imtoi 
terial  to  my  position— i  do  know  that  Uiis  Hooi 
is  the  responsible  body  to  know  whether  they  ai 
right  or  wrong;  and  I  know  that  the  suppressioi 
or  the  denial  of  the  privilege  of  reading  them^ 
for  it  amounts  to  that^-ts  a  denial  of  the  piivile^ 
of  Judgment. 

Now,  to  a  single  remark  of  the  gentleman  frm 
Illinois,  [Mr.  RiCBABntoK,]  that  the  Tenritori^ 
are  multiplying;  that  they  are  measuring  greau 
distances  from  us;  that  their  relations  to  us  are  b< 
coming  more  interesting,  and  that  these  relatioii 
are  becoming  more  complicated  with  the  nut^iti 
ery  of  this  Govemmem.  And  precisely  as  yoi 
multiply  their  number,  increase  their  distance,  emi 
augment  the  oomplicaiion  of  their  relations,  pre 
cisely  in  that  ratio  rises  the  reanMmsibiUty  of  thk 
body,  and  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  exam/iia^ 
tion  of  what  they  do,  with  a  view  of  presciilnti 
the  organic  law  of  that  Territory.  I  have  ni 
doubt  of  the  ability  of  the  gentleman  in-  relation 
to  monetary  aflaira;  but  he  wiU  agree  with  me 
ihnJL  this  is  but  a  two-and-sixpenny  question  o 
printing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  examined 
all  these  Uiws  and  knows  they  are  all  right;  bul 
he  will  not  ask  us  to  indorse  his  opinion.  I  e^ 
for  li^ht.  I  go  for  displaying  them  beibre  wi 
American  people,  that  they  may  know  what  theil 
tnfiuit  brethren  are  about — that  we  may  kno^ 
it— that  we  may  stand  guard  over  these  Territo^ 
ries  under  the  Constitudon,  and  under  their  or- 
ganic law;  and  that  if  there  is  anything  wrong,  it 
may  not  be  permitted  to  steal  into  a  precedent,  to 
become  an  authority,  without  our  knowing  it 
Let  us  not  shift  the  responsibility  upon  the  com^ 
miUee  in  this  respect,  although  tkat  committee  is 
an  able  one  and  will  perform  its  duty.  I  go  for 
printing. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  cost  of  printing 
this  document  will  be  about  $100.  The.«cpens« 
of  our  detiberation  is  about  ^|800  per  hour.  Upon 
the  score  of  economy,  I  just  submit  the  question^ 
whether  it  is  cheapest  to  have  this  printed,  or  to 
d^ate  it  an  hour  ?  If  I  had  the  chance,  I  woul4 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  think  the  true 
course  in  this  matter  would  have  been  to  refer  ths 
question  to  the  Committee  on  Territories.    That 
committee  could  have  exanuned  these  laws  and 
all  the  papera  accompanying  them,  and  when 
they  make  their  report  back  to  the  House  it  could 
be  with  a  recommendation  to  print  the  whole 
document,  or  sudi  part  of  it  as  they  thought 
might  be  necessary.    It  is  certAinly  not  custom- 
ary, I  think,  to  print  when  first  a  subject  is  re- 
ferred to  one  of  me  standing  committees.    I  yaW 
not  consume  the  time  of  the  House;  but  I  think 
our  true  course  and  best  policy  would  be  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  ordering  this  document  to  be  print- 
ed, and  refer  the  question  to  the  Comimttee  on 
Territories,  let  them  examine  the  laws,  and  report 
back  to  the  House  whether  it  is  necessary  to  print 
all  or  any  part  of  them.    I  asl^or  the  prerious 
question. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenneaeee.  I  move  to  lav 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  whicn 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THS  FOUNDATION  O^  THS  ADDITIOITS  TO 

THE  CAPITOL. 

SPEAKER.    The  Chan-  begs  leave  to 

that  at  the  adjoamment  on  iMt  Monday 

pendine^a  reaolution  introduced  by  the 

, from  Feansylyania,  [Mr.  MeNAia,] 

mptm  the  adoption  of  which  the  previous  questioii 
id  been  called.     Is  thefv  a  second  ? 
Mr.  McMULLIN.    Let  the  resolution  be  read. 
TIm  resolution  waa  read  by  the  Clerk>  aa  Ibl- 


TbM  a  coomittee  be  mointei  to  inqvire  into 

tmd  ■tsfciliy  of U>e  ftwuidatioaof  ibeejcteiukui 

.  C«pfSol  DOW  laid,  an<|  wlietb«f  tbe  ftrenftii  of  tbe 
t»  fcdBcient  to  uphold  the  superstracture  about  to  be 


The  can  for  the  previous  question  was  then  sec- 
soded^  and  the  main  ouestion  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  ouestion  now  oetng  upon  the  adoption  of 
1^  resolution,  it  was  put,  and  there  were,  upon  a 
fivianm — ayes  107,  noes  28. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

RCPAIBS  AND  RENEWAL  OF  THE  UBRART, 

Mr.  CClNC^M  AN.   I  renew  the  motion  to  sus- 

vcad  €ke  raka,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  the  bill 

\mm  the  Senate  making  appropriation  to  meet  the 

czpeases  incurred  in  oonsequeAoe  of  the  late  fire 

AAa  Capitol,  which  cornea  back  to  us  with  an 

ifdmaiit, 

The  ({oeatioii  being  put,  the  motion  waa  agreed 

S»  tbe  rules  were  suspended* 
Mr.  CL.INGMAN.  I  think  it  may  be  neces- 
m  the  bill  provides  for  an  appropriation  of 
,  ihat  I  should  move  to  suspend  the  rule  re- 
thiabiU  togo  to  theCommitteeef  the  Who]e» 
dk>.  I  make  the  motion  with  a  view  of 
tke  House  pass  the  bill  at  once.  I  under- 
appropriation  of  |^10,000  which  the  Sen* 
'a  for  the  purehaae  of  books- 


TWSPEAKRR.^   Will  thegentleman  suspend 
•        ^.^  until  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  is 


•Jm 


Hk^UKQMAN  yielded. 

tmimifnetn  of  tbe  Senate  was  read  by  the 

41  Mows: 

ras  «i  addiHoDal  teetioa,  the  t^Howins ,  viz: 
MMtm  fmHker  enacted.  That  the  •am  of  #10,000  be 
Ai  JBOM  »  hereby  appropriated  for  tbe  purchase  of 
tf  ftr  the  Library  of  CongreM,  to  be  expended  under 


of  the  Joint  Coaunittee  on  tbe  Library. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  was  about  to  say  that  I 
■  aformed  that,  with  this  sum  of  $10,(M)0,  and 
AaatandiDg  appropriation  of  $5,000,  they  will  be 
ID  get  thoee  books  we  are  most  in  need  of. 
books  can  be  procured  in  the  course  of  two 
ree  wj^ks  in  the  principal  cities.  In  that 
__  zf  bypassing  another  bill  which  has  come  in 
bom  the  Denate,  and  I  presume  is  upon  our  table, 
■ahhi^  an  appropriatioD  of  $1,200  to  fit  up  acou- 
afe  of  rooma  oy  tbroMring  them  together,  so  as  to 
fcrnUi  a  temporary  library  room,  we  can  have 
dMae  hooka  within  our  reach  which  we  are  most  in 
Hsd  of.  I  hope  there  wiU  be  no  objection,  but  that 
d  wiB  concur  in  that  amendment.  I  have  no  dispo- 
■lioa  to  epeak  upon  it,  but  wish  that  it  may  pass. 
IBr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  will  inquire  of 
the  eliairroan  of  the  Library  Committee  on  the 


part  of  the  House,  if  that  committee  have  exam- 
ined and  approvea  of 
propiiation? 


approvea  of  this  amendment  for  an  ap- 


Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  I  am  permitted  I  will 
au—ci  ttie  gentleman.  We  have  not  examined 
the  amendment,  because  it  was  not  before  the  com- 
■nOee  at  ita  laat  meeting.  The.committee  have 
ha4  a  meeting,  and  have  been  over  with  care  the 
^g  «f  booke.  They  have  selected  a  lar^e  number 
oHbdly  account  amongst  the  members,  but  which 
wJBcoetconeiderable.  The  passage  of  that  amend- 
lacBt  viB  fiieilitate  the  acquisition  of  these  books, 
whi^  it  will  indeed  be  necessary  to  procure.  They 
mmy  be  procured  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  Some 
ham  than  a  week  if  we  had  the  money. 

The  ^eetion  being  put,  the  motion  was  agreed 

to. 

8o  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  first  consid- 
ered m  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  suspended. 

The  ixieetion  then  recurring  upon  the  amend- 
ief  me  Senate,  it  was  put,  and  the  amendment 


HUNGARIAN  EXILES. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  offer  a  reaolution,  which  I  wish 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  objec- 
tion be  made  to  it. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  wUl  inquire  what  is  the  reg- 
ular order  of  business  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  call  upon  States  ibr  rea- 
plutions. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    I  call,  then,  for  the  orders. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  had  the  floor  before  that  mo- 
tion was  made,  and  was  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  1  ask  that  the  rcsohition  be 
read.    I  have  no  disposition  to  object. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

A  Joint  Resoliition  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  certain  Hungarian 
exiles  now  in  New  York,  and  providing  means  for  the 
ffclief  of  their  snfferinf  shoold  it  be  liMind  to  exist. 
Whereas  iafiMinatioa  has  reached  Goonesa,  that  there 
is  great  sfffledng  araong  the  exiies  from  HuDganr  bow  in 
the  city  of  Qfew  York,  many  of  whom  are  belie vecl  to  be  in 
dangttrofd>ing  by  starvation  and  the  inclemency  of  the  sea- 
son :  therefbre, 

Rraohed  by  th0  Senote  mn4  Him»e  of  ReprmetUathm  o/ 
the  Umted  fiatet  of  Anuriea  m  Cangrtu  auembUd,  That 
the  President  be  autliorized  and  re(|ueflted  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  said  information  ;  and  if  it  appear  to  be  ttne, 
that  he  be  aatboiised  to  lakesveh  stspsaa  he  thinks  proper 
to  relieve  their  miflering,  until  homes  caa  be  provided  for 
them,  and  for  that  purpose  tbe  sum  of >  thousand  dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaa- 
iny  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mn»  STANLY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  desire  to  aak  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  one  question. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  will  answer  no  questions 
from  that  quarter. 

Mr.  KING.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
voted  for  the  resolution  to  receive  Kossuth  ? 

Mr.  STANLY.  These  are  real  exiles,  and  no 
humbug.  V 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
an  amendment? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  rive  notice,  then 

rCries  of  •*  Order !"  "  Order !*'] 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  there  were — yeas  46,  nays  125;  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  William  Appleton.Barrere. 
Bell,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brenton,  George  H.  Brown,  Burrows, 
B.  Carrington  Cabell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Chandler^ 
Cleveland,  CliMonan,  Oonger,  Curtis,  Disney,  Doty,  Dun- 
can, Freeman,  Goodenow,  Harper,  Hart,  Bebard*  Howard^ 
Kuhns,  Mann,  Humphrey  MarabaU,Martinf  Miner.  Henry 
D.  Moore,  John  Moore.  Polk,  Bobbins,  Robmsoo,  Sackett, 
Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Thad- 
deos  Stevens,  Stuait,  Tavlor,  Itmnlou,  Tack,  Walbridge, 
Waldi,  and  Williams— 46. 

NAYS— Biews.  Aiken,  Charles  AJIen,  WUlis  Allen, 
Allison,  John  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
.Bartlett,  Bibighaus,  Boeock.  Brins,  Albert  O.  Brown, 
Joeeph  Cable,  Caldwell,  LawU  D.  Camsbell,  Cartter,  Caa- 
kie,  Chapman,  Churehwell,  Clack,  Cobb,  Georga  T.  Davis, 
John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dimmick,  Dunham.  Dur- 
kee.  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmundson,  Ewinc,  Faulkner, 
FicRlio,  Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  FoRer, 
Oftvble,  Gaylord,  Geatnr,  Oiddings,  OUmore.  Gorman, 
Grow,  Hall,  Haoiilton,  Hammond,  Isham  G.  Hams,  Has- 
call,  Haven,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Billyer,  Houston, 
John  W.  Howe,  Hunter,  IngereoU,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins, 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert 
W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W*.  Jones,  J.  Glancjr 
Jones,  Preston  King.  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace, 
Edward  C.  Marshall.  Mason,  McLanahan,  McMutlin, 
McNair,  Mead<^,  Minson,  Morrison,  Murpny,  Murrey, 
Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker, 
Peaslee,  Penn,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Price,  Ranloal, 
Richardson,  Rolne.  Ross,  Savage,  SchoolcraA,  Scudder, 
Scurry,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton.  Smith,  Snow, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens, St.  Martin,  Strattoa,  Sweetsec,  Geoige  W.  Thomp- 
son, TowBshend,  Wallaoe,  Wanl,  VVashbum,  Watkios, 
Welch,  AddiMn  White,  Alexander  WhiUi,  and  Wilcox— 

So  the  motion  tp  s\ispend  the  rules  waa  disa- 
greed to. 

[At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanlt,  the  reporters 
insert  the  following  article  from  a  New  York  paper, 
as  the  information  to  which  he  referred.  The  rules 
not  having  been  suspended,  he  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  brmg  the  eTioence  before  the  House: 

^Tas  fimioARtAir  fixuss.— We  are  asanfed  on  aU 
hands,  that  there  is  exoaediogly  great  suilWriog  among  the 
exiles  from  Hungary,  now  in  this  city ;  and  they  present  a 
claim  for  the  sympathy  of  oar  fallow-citizens,  which  shonld 
not  go  unheeded.  Every  man  of  them  is  willing  to  labor  if 
the  opporttmity  offers;  and  we  know  a  Magyar  noble  of 
high  rank,  who  aAer  struggling  for  months  to  prevAnt  star- 
vMlon  ana  avoid  beggary,  boasts  that  he  now  earns  in  a 
hat  fhetory,  twenty-teven  jpentu  a  WMk  more   than    bis 


hoard !    Yet  ho  is  one  of  the  roost  fortunate  among  Me 
eonnttymea — many  of  whom  art  et^ering  ineredibfy. 

"It  hai«  been  suggested,  and  w«  think  wisely,  now  that 
it  is  apparent  to  everybody  that  nothing  can  be  done  for 
Hungary,  with  tlie  fiinds  recently  raised  here,  that  tho  com- 
mittee get  together  and  call  upon  the  donors,  titrougb  th» 
pnss,  fior  permission  lo  use  this  (Vind  for  tho  beaeii  of  tbe 
suOeriog  Hungarians  in  our  midft!  This  is  feasible,  prao- 
ticable,  and  wise ;  and  this  should  be  done.  Not  one  dollar 
of  the  sum  raised  can  be  used  in  Europe  ;  and  this  Is  fnllr 
demoaatrated  by  the  recent  nsurpalioo  in  Prance.  Wo 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  coaunittee  who  has  charge  of  thia 
(Und,  will  ask  pcnnission  of  those  wbo  contributed  it,  to 
use  it  for  the  relief  of  the  really  suffering  Hungarians  in  the 
United  States,  instead  of  fK|uandering  it  opon  so  viFionary 
a  protect  as  the  creation  of  a  revolution  in  Hungary.  G  very 
nvmber  of  the  committee  well  knows,  thai  it  cannot  be  ased 
for  the  benefit  of  Hungary,  except  in  aid  of  her  sufTering 
children  in  America ;  and  we  therefore  entreat  of  them  to 
strive  and  appropriate  it,  with  the  sanction  of  the  donors,  t» 
Ihia  praiseivorthy  object,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  be  squan- 
dered hen^bafter,  in  some  rockleas  an4  futile  atteaHK  to  dis- 
turb tbe  peace  of  Europy.  Even  KossrTH,  now  that  lie 
sees  what  has  occurred  in  France,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
French  people,  should  cowisel  this  proceeding. 

But  one  thing  ie  cerioin^— Mere  i»  meeting  in  our  meru 
midtt  by  the  exUet  from  Hungary;  and  it  ie  the  dtOy  of 
thote  who  p089e$$  the  means,  to  extend  to  them  the  aid  they 
$o  imperatively  requirty  to  prevent  death  by  stttrvation  and 
the'inclemeney  of  the  teaeon.]   « 

Mr.  WALLACE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  insist  upon  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The-  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  PfCKLm]  objects  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  Then  I  more  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  fbr  information » 

as  follows: 

Aetofoeii,  That  the  papers  in  tbe  invalid  pemdon  daim 
of  Hamilton  Carroll,  of  Soath  Carolina,  be  wiflidrawn 
ftom  the  flies,  and  rererred  to  the  Coomittre  on  Peasiona. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  withdmw  my  objection  to 
the  resolution.  '    ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  1  call  for  the  regu- 
lar or4er  of  the  day. 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced,  as  the  regular  or^ 
der  of  buainesa,  the  resolution  subnutted  by  Mr. 
Aiken,  when  the  States  were  last  called  for  reso- 
lutions, which  had  been  amended  ao  aa  to  read  aa 
follows,  viz: 

<'  tieaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety  of  allowing 
bounty  land  to  the  Washington  Light  Infkntry,  Washing- 
ton Volunteers. G^noan  Fusiliers,  and  Hamburg  Volimteen, 
of  South  Carolina,  who  were  engaged  in  the  Florida  war. 
and  were  discharged  before  the  expiration  of  one  nmotn 
(torn  the  commencement  of  their  term  of  service ;  and  that 
the  accompanying  papers  be,  and  are  hereby,  referred 
to  the  said  committee ;  also,  all  those  persoas  who  were 
eogaged  in  the  removal  of  tlie  Cherokee  Jndhms  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  Oom  l^QS  to  1838;  and  also,  the  Ver- 
mont Volunteers  who  were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg." 

The  pending  question  when  the  House  passed 

from  its  consideration  bein^  upon  agreeing  to  the 

following  amendment,  submitted  by  the  gentleman 

from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Fowleb,]  viz: 

**And  also  the  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  wb» 
served  less  than  ttx  monrtts^  and  more  than  one  month.  ** 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment pending,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurnn?  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  aa  amendea,  it  was  taken  and 
agreed  to. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Rf:PORT  ON  THE    COAST  SURVEY. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  offer  the  following  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  the  Coast  Survey,  have  di- 
rected me  to  report  the  following  resolution: 

Re$oUfed,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Hoosa- 
of  Kepresentaiives  Qve  thousand  copies  of  the  Coast  Sur^ 
vey  report,  and  one  tliousand  for  the  ose  of  tbe  Superin- 
tendent of  the  said  survey. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  move  to  amend  that  re8olution» 
not  by  increasing  the  number  of  copies,  but  by 
dividing  them  equally,  so  as  to  make  three  thou- 
sand for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
and  three  thousand  for  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Coast  Survey.  If  I  were  to  make  my  motion,  the 
House  of  Representatives  should  have  one  thou- 
sand, and  the  Coast  Survey  the  other  five  thousand. 
I  apprehend  it  will  be  a  much  better  disposition 
than  that  proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
this  committee.    A  very  injudicious  usa  is  com- 
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monly  made,  bv  the  members  of  this  House,  of 
documents  of  tnis  kind.  In  the  first  place,  nuyiy 
are  distributed  where  there  is  little  demand  for 
them,  and  a  great^many  ^o  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  where  they  excite  but  very  UtUe  interest, 
and  certainly  where  they  are  of  very  little  use. 
Now,  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey,  upon  the 
contrary,  know  precisely  where  they  can  be  used 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  Having  no 
possible  object  or  motive  to  distribute  them  in  an 
improper  quarter,  it  is  just  and  right  that  the  larger 
quantity  should  go  to  that  office.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  committee  should  have  reported  in 
fkvoT  of  a  larger  quantity  of  this  document,  it 
contains  a  larger  quantity  of  valuable  matter  than 
it  has  contained  in  former  years;  and  that  matter 
of  a  different  character  and  description^  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress  the  special  Committee  on 
Printing  reported  in  favor  of  printing  six  thousand 
extra  copies  of  this  document;  three  thousand, 
perhaps  four  thousand,  of  which  were  to  go  to  the 
Coast  Survey.  That  report  was  so  amended  by 
this  House  as  to  increase  the  quantity  to  ten  thou- 
sand. The  Coast  Survey  report  of  this  session 
contains  a  grea^  variety  of  valuable  matter,  not 
contained  in  the  report  of  last  year.  There  are  a 
large  number  of  geographical  positions  contained 
in  this  report.  Of  these,  I  think,  there  are  about 
three  thousand  positions,  and  a  large  number  of 
points  u|x>n  the  coast  of  the  Unit^  States;  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  which  are  important  to 
be  known  lo  navigators.  It  is  equally  important 
that  these  positions  should  be  communicated  to 
merchants  and  sea-farins  men,  and  all  who  are  en- 
gaged  in  the  commerciiu  transactions  of  this  or 
any  foreign  country.  On  this  account,  therefore, 
I  had  hoped  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  would 
increase  the  number  of  copies  to  more  than  six 
thousand.  I  protest  against  the  distribution  made 
by  this  House  of  five  mousand  to  the  House,  and 
one  thousand  to  the  Ceast  Survey.  I  ask  the 
House  to  content  itself  with  three  thousand  copies, 
and  let  the  other  three  thousand  go  to  the  Coast 
Survey.  There  will  be  no  impropriety  in  this 
course.  If  we  get  three  thousand,  it  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  for  distribution  to  all  of  our  constit- 
uents who  are  interested  in  the  report.  The 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  all  of  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  survey,  will  make  a  much 
better  distribution  of  the  three  thousand  copies 
that  will  be  allowed  them,  than  we  can  possibly 
make.  I  move  an  amendment,  then,  that  three 
thousand  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  three  thousand  for  the  Coast 
Survey. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  move  to  make  the  number 
ten  thousand. 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FULLER.  The  expense  of  this  Coast 
Survey  to  the  Government  was  over  $300,000. 
This  report,  as  I  understand  it,  is  the  legitunate 
fruit  of  that  expenditure. 

Mr.  GIDDINC^S.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  debate  is  out  of  order,  and  I'call  the  attention 
of  the  Speaker  to  the  26th  rule  of  the  House,  and 
also  to  the  21st  joint  rule.  The  26th  rule  provides 
that  the  whole  of  this  day  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  reception  of  resoIuUons.  The  21at  rule  pro- 
vides **  that  it  shall  be  in  order  for  the  Committee 
on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time. "  Now,  I  regard 
it  as  a  violation  of  the  rules  entirely  to  occupy 
this  day  in  discussing  reports  of  that  committee. 
The  report  will  lie  over,  and  certainly  it  is  not  in 
order  to  occupy  the  day  appointed  to  resolutions 
in  the  discussion  of  reporrs. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  recol- 
lect what  the  practice  of  the  House  has  been  upon 
this  subject.  The  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses 
provides  «•  that  the  Committee  on  Printing;  may 
report  at  any  time."  It  makes  no  provision  in 
regard  to  the  discussion  or  disposition  of  the 
report  which  they  may  make.  The  rules  of  this 
House  appropriate  this  day  to  the  calling  of  States 
for  resolutions.  The  Chair  was  under  the  im- 
pre-ssion  that  the  joint  rule  would  be  controlling, 
and  that  the  authority  to  report  carried  with  it  the 
authority  to  dispose.  The  Chair  thinks  that  is 
the  proper  construction  of  the  rule,  and  that  it  is 
in  order  to  dispose  of  th^  isport  thus  made. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  For  Mie  purpose  of  testing 
the  sense  of  the  House,  I  take  an  appeal. 


The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  FULLER  said:  I  deem  this  document  of 
vast  importance  to  the  whole  country,  indeed,  of 
more  real  value  than  perhaps  two  thirds  of  the 
documents  annually  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
Congress.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated  the  past  year  to  defray 
the  expense  or  the  Coast  Survey .  This  work  now 
proposed  to  be  printed,  is  the  legUimaU  fruU  of 
that  expenditure;  and  not  to  occupy  too  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  the  following  points  will 
show  the  importance  of  publishing  a  larger  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Coast  Survey  than  has  heretofore 
been  done: 

1 .  It  will  give  two  thirds  the  work  of  the  season , 
and  most  of  the  work  of  former  seasons. 

2.  Sixty-five  sketches  will  accompsmy  it,  forty 
of  which  will  be  charts  for  the  navigator,  eighteen 
sketches  will  relate  to  the  western  cotot,  and  thir- 
teen sketches  will  show  sites  for  light-houses,  &c. 

3.  It  will  give  a  list  of  3,240  geographical  posi- 
tions, the  first  ever  published,  and  bringing  the 
work  down  to  July,  1851.  This  list  wiU  not  be 
published  again  for  several  years.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  large  supply  for  the  Coast  Survey  of- 
fice. 

4.  It  will  present  the  methods  of  copying  plates 
by  the  galvanic  battery,  pursued  in  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey office,  showing  tne  numerous  improvements 
that  have  been  introduced.  Plates  can  by  this 
process  be  made  in  eight  to  ten  days,  which  take 
years  to  engrave.  * 

5.  There  will  be  a  large  amount  of  geographical 
information  imbodied  in  this  report. 

Another,  and  additional  reason,  which  gives  in- 
creased importance  to  this  report  is,  that  by  act  of 
Coneress  approved  March  3d,  1851,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  tne  officers  in  charge  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey, to  examine  and  report  upon  light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, piers,dbc.,&c.—mformation  which 
has  been  greatly  desired— -ifod  this  report  contains 
valuable  information  upon  that  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice. If  no  more  than  five  thousand  copies  be 
printed,  the  share  which  would  be  assignable  to 
me,  will  not  supply  the  academies  and  public  libra- 
ries in  my  district  with  a  copy. 

It  interests  alike  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  the  great  lakes  of  the  North  and  the 
Northwest. 

Every  man  can  refer  to  the  coast  survey  with 
just  pride,  as  a  standard  and  scientific  work,  alike 
creditable  to  our  own  Gh>vemment  and  the  age  in 
which  we  live. 

As  it  is  a  work  in  which  the  navigating  and 
commercial  interests  of  my  district  and  State  have 
a  deep  interest,  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  there 
is  nothing  of  a  domestic  character  in  which  this 
Government  is  engaged,  or  which  this  jGovem- 
ment  ever  does,  that  is  more  important  to  some 
of  the  greatest  interests  of  the  country,  than 
this  very  work  known  as  the  Coast  Survey. 
The  present  report,  combining  the  results,  and 
the  very  important  results  of  the  operations  of 
many  years,  is  perhaps  more  iniportant  than  any 
report  ever  before  published,  and  contains  more 
useAil  information  of  a  practical  kind.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  struck  me  with  some  little 
astonishment  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
should  not  be  willing  to  give  the  usual  number  of 
extra  copies. 

It  has  been  stated  tha^  the  engravings  or 
sketches  contained  in  this  report  are  sixty-five  in 
number.  Now,  it  ought  to  be  known  to  the 
House  that  all  Uie  engraving  has  been  done  by  Uie 
Coast  Survey  itself,  and  that  there  will  be  no  ex- 
pense for  engraving  consequent  on  the  printing  of 
this  extra  number.  They  have  done  it  by  the 
galvanic  process,  as  is  known  to  every  gentleman 
Sere  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  That  expense,  therefore,  will  not  be  at- 
tached to  this  printing.  The  expense  of  these  addi- 
tional copies  will  merely  be  for  the  paper  and 
press-work — a  very  inbonsiderable  amount.  When 
we  consider  the  mass  of  printing,  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character  to  this,  that  is  performed  at  the  public 
expense,  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason  for  redu- 
oinig;  the  number  of  extra  copies  usually  ordered. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Superintenaent  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  that  these  reports  have  been  so 
much  in  demand,  that  parties   endeavoring  to 


make  up  a  complete  set,  have  offered  very  consid- 
erable sums  for  a  single  report,  and  in  some  in- 
stances been  unable  to  obtain  it.  This  foct  is  «2f> 
ficiently  indicative  of  the  value  of  the  work,  and 
of  the  great  demand  for  it  by  a  certain  class  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

I  hope  that  the  amendmentjust  oflTered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fitllbk]  w3)  prevail, 
and  that  the  House  will  not,  at  this  time — a  more 
important  occasion  than  has  ever  before  oecorred 
in  the  progress  of  this  work — reduce  iht  usual 
number  of  copies. 

Mr.  YEN  ABLE.  I  simply  rise  to  add  my  tes- 
timony to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenn  wn  i, 
[Ny.  Stantok,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to 
the  ^reat  importance  of  this  work,  and  of  diiBudug 
it  widely  through  the  country.  I  should  be  un- 
grateful to  the  Uoast  Survey,  and  to  the  genttenMo 
conducting  it,  if  I  did  not  recognize  and  acknoiri- 
edge  the  vast  importance  it  has  been  to  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina,  not  only  as  regards  the  safety 
of  our  navigation,  but  also  with  reference  to  the 
reduction  of  the  insurance  on  the  caigoes  of  ves- 
sels, and  on  the  vessels  themselves,  and  the  con- 
venience of  all  who  are  snsagM  in  the  commeree 
of  our  coast;  all  of  which  has  been  secured  \yy  the 
faithful,  able,  and  diligent  work  of  the  (Joasi 
Survey. 

I  know  of  no  document  which  wiO  be  published 
during  the  whole  session,  which  has  a  hieher  claim 
to  be  generally  diffused  and  circulated  throoghoot 
the  United  States,  than  ^s. 

I  hear  gentlemen  say  that  they  represent  inland 
constituencies;  that  the  ocean  touches  no  part  of 
thdr  districts;  and  that  they  have,  therefore,  no 
use  for  this  work.  I  shoula  be  much  indebted  to  • 
those  gentlemen  if  they  would  give  their  copies  of 
it  to  me.  I  found  no  document  which  I  received 
during  the  last  Congress,  so  desirable,  so  much 
coveted,  or  so  frequently  sought  aOer  as  tJiiis,  and 
I  trust  that  if  we  amend  the  resolution  at  all,  it 
will  be  to  increase  the  number.  I  shall  vote  witb 
great  pleasure  for  the  highest  number  proposed, 
because  it  will  dififuse  ^roughout  the  whoie  country 
an  amount  of  information  which  can  be  obtained 
nowhere  else,  and  which  is  of^  great  vahie. 

The  reason  why  this  work  is  to  valuable  is,  that     < 
it  is  based  upon  certainty.    The  coast  surveys 
heretofore  have  been  mere  nautical  surveys  and 
nautical  charts,  but  here  we  have  geodetic  sarvejt. 
The  topographical  surveys  are  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  shape  of  the  earth;  the  hy<ho- 
graphic  surveys  presume  the  earth  to  be  a  plane, 
and  being  based  upon  that  presumption,  although 
the  chart  may  be  accurate  with  regard  to  a  single  * 
port,  it  must  mislead  you  when  that  chart  is  com- 
pared with  the  chart  of  another  port.    In  the 
present  surveys,  the  hydrog:raphic  are  taken  by  the 
rfavy,  and   tne  topographical  by  the  Engineer 
Corps  of  the  Army.    These  surveys  having  -re^ae^ 
ence  to  the  shape  of  the  earth — to  uae^  phrase  of 
surveyors — the  plats  will  meet,  and  i All  the  sar-    . 
veys  are  laid  together,  you  wilt  find  that  they 
represent  precisely  the  spheroidal  shape  of  the    . 
earth. 

This  work  has  been  prepared  by  gentlemen 
well  qualified  by  scientific  attainments  to  give  us 
valuable  information.  We  have  a  sea-coast  ex* 
tending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  to 
Maine;  a  coast,  too,  upon  our  lakes;  and  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  to  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, that  the  whole  of  it  should  be  fully  under- ^ 
stood,  with  that  certainty  which  can  only  be  at- 
tained by  surveys.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this 
information  will  oe  difiusea  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  EvANi] — as  well  as  some  of  the  other 
gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House  upon 
this  subject — ^is,  I  think,  mistaken  as  to  the  action 
of  the  House  heretofore.    I  understand  the  geit' 
tleman  from  Maryland  to  say  that  at  one  or 
other  of  the  sessions  of  the  last  Congress,  there 
were  some  three  or  four  thousand  copies  given  to 
the  office  of  the  Coast  Survey.    Now,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  last  Congress  the  Committee  ol> 
Printing  reported  to  the  House,  that  four  thou' 
sand  five  hundred  extra  copies  should  be  printed^ 
and  that  five  hundred  of  them  should  be  given  u^ 
the  office  of  the  Coast  Survey;  and  the  Hous^ 
agreed  to  that  r^oH. 

Mr.  EVANS.    The  gentleman  misuoderstootf  ' 
me.    I  did  not  say  that  the  Coast  Survey  had  fbuf^ 
thousand  copies,  but  that  the  committee  report«( 
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in  foror  of  four  thocuaiid  copies,  and  that  the 
HoBM  increased  it  to  six  thousand  copies. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  they  increased  the  number  to  six  thou- 
aad  u>  be  divided  equally  between  the  House  and 
tke  Coast  Survey  omce. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Oh  no,  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mi;  HOUSTON.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
^idbmmi'a  proposition,  but  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  misunderstood 
■a  1  said  that  the  House  increased  the  number 
to  iix  thousand.    I  am  in  favor  of  ten  thousand 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  At  the  first  session  of  the^ast 
Congxeaa,  the  House  did  not  increase  the  number 
rnorted  by  the  committee,  but  adopted  the  report 
of  the  committee,  ordering  the  printing  of  four 
thonaand  five  hundred  extra  copies — ^five  hundred 
of  which  were  given  to  the  office  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vev.    At  the  second  session  of  the  Slst  Congress, 
I  find  by  the  Journal  that  the  committee  reported 
that  six   thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of 
ihc  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  be  printed 
~^Te  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House  and  one 
tkoosand  for  the  Coast  Survey  office.    So  that  in- 
itad  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  having  now  de- 
salted from  the  usages  of  the  House,  they  are  in 
ha  conforming  to  those  usages  mbre  strictly  than 
ve  riiould  be  uT  we  agreed  to  this  amendment. 

la  deciding  on  these  propositions  to  print,  we 
ire  not  only  called  upon  to  consider  the  airect  and 
wuaedinte  expense  of  the  particular  item  of  print- 
■tg;  they  involve  considerations  of  a  much  higher 
dMOTBCter. 
Mr.  PULLER,  (interrupting.)  Can  the  gen- 
state  what  win  be  the  expense  of  this  extra 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
rrrfSBP  would  be,  and  I  am  not  going  to  ai^^e 
^mo  that  subject.  I  intended  to  present  this  view 
to  the  House:  that  on  a  proposition  of  this  sort, 
ve  have  only  to  refer  to  the  leeislation  of  Con- 
gnsB  heretofore  to  see  how  all  these  things  grow 
cod  acrease.  The  expense  at  this  or  the  preced- 
'w%  Congress  may  4>e  too  small  and  trifling  to 
oecipy  our  time  for  consideration  or  investiea- 
\ifi%  pi  these  things  grow  and  enlarge  until  after 
a  imt  they  become  so  large  as  to  be  serious 
the  ease  of  the  orders  to  print  the 
reports.  As  a  proof  of  this,  gen- 
only_  to  look  at  the  contingent  fund  of 
!  for  printing,  which  has  increased  within 
years  from  fifty  thousand  or  seventy-five 
dollars,  to  nearly  three  hundred  thousand 
Why  is  this?  How  has  it  been  brought 
It  is  because  these  various  small  items 
oepRsoited  to  us,  which  we  readily  adopt,  and 
tia  they  go  on  enlarging  session  aAer  session, 
■fliiMuly  they  become  serious  items  of  expend  - 


t^nother  consideration  involved  in  this 

vnfomtaium  Gentlemen  tell  us  that  these  mem- 
■n  who  represent  interior  districts  and  whose 
■mtitttcnciea  are  not,  dierefore,  so  deeply  inter- 
artid  in  these  documents,  can  hand  them  over  to 
those  who  represent  constituencies  on  the  sea*- 
JMird.  It  is  very  true  that  they  could  do  so.  Bui 
ii  tkat  the  object  of  our  legislation  ?  Are  we  to 
■ake  appropriations  for  the  printing  of  large  num- 
Wi*  of  documents  which  do  not — according  to  the 
CMfesKion  and  admission  of  the  gentlemen  them- 
mIvcs— interest  all  parts  of  the  country  ?  If  it  is 
tnt  that  all  parts  of  the  country  are  not  interested 
ii  this  document,  then  the  number  reported  by 
iW  conunittee  is  large  enough.  ' 

I  am  informed  that  the  Senate  have  ordered  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  of  this  report  of  the  Coast 
^avej  to  be  printed,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
i^  thoQsandf  copies  go  Ur  the  Coast  Survey 
"fce;  and  yet  it  is  proposed  here  to  five  several 
^ouaiuid  copies  more  to  that  office.  How  many 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
■ry  do  you  give  to  that  officer  to  distribute.'  How 
Dsny  copses  of  their  reports  do  you  give  to  the 
afieers  of  the  other  bureaus  and  departments  of 
the  Government  for  distribution?  None  at  all. 
Not  a  copy.  But  this  is  to  be  an  exception  to  the 
^eaeral  rule;  and,  singularly  enough ,  that  exception 
isatienmted  to  be  applied  to  a  document  which  is 
sdmittca  by  the  friends  of  the  proposition  to  print 
1  large  number,  to  be  uninteresting  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  die  people  of  this  country. 

Myobfect  in  rising  was  more  particularly  to 
bong  be»r»  the  House  the  facts  to  which  I  have 


referred  as  having  occurred  in  the  last  Congress, 
and  you  will  find  tlie  same  in  previous  Congresses. 
1  do  not  intend  to  investigate  or  discuss  here  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  this  Coast  Survey.  1  am 
willing;  to  acknowledge  its  merits;  but  while  I  do 
fhat,  ido  not  feel  calleid  upon  to  ^  further  than  the 
committee  have  gone  in  the  printmg  of  extra  copies 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  STEPHEN^,  of  Georgia.  I  think  that  aU 
the  copies  of  this  report  that  are  ordered  to  be 
printed — and  I  am  not  now  going  to  discusi  the 
propriety  of  the  number — ought  to  be  left  with  the 
Coast  Survey  for  distribution  to  those  persons  who 
may  waj^  them.  *  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina^dr.  Vsnable]  says  that  this  document 
is  very  much  sought  after  in  his  district.  He  rep- 
resents an  interior  district,  I  believe,  and  so  do  I, 
and  I  can  say  that  tlie  document  is  never  sought 
aAer  from  me,  in  my  district,  although  I  do  not 
doubt  that  it  is  much  desired  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  country — those  along  the  coast.  It  is 
but  a  waste  of  money  to  give  me  a  number  of 
these  documents  to  distribute.  I  know  not  to  whom 
to  send  them.  Persons  wanting  them  do  not  write 
to  me  for  th'em.  Now,  if  they  ore  all  left  in  the 
Coast  Survey  office,  they  can  distribute  them  in 
the  btat  manner.  I,  therefore,  heartily  concur  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
that  at  least  half  of  whatever  number  we  order 
should  go  to  the  Coast  Survey,  and  if  it  was  in 
order  I  should  move  that  the  whole  of  them  should 
go  to  that  office. 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
oppolb  either  the  resolution  offered  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Printing,  or  the 
amendment.  Bui  I  do  desire  to  know  what  it  is 
I  am  about  to  do,  imd  I  desire  the  House  to  know 
what  it  is  they  arte  about  to  do.  Now,  I  wish  to 
know  from  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pubhc  Printing,  whether  they  intend 
that  all  the  plates  and  charts  that  accompany  this 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  iSurvey 
shall  be  printed?  This  is  a  question  which  will 
come  up  appropriately  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Engraving.  It  may  seem  extraordinary 
that  there  should  be  any  doubt  whether  the  charts 
which  accompany  this  report  are  to  be  printed 
with  it,  but  it  will  not  seem  so  extraordinary  when 
gentlemen  are  reminded  that  they  refused,  the 
other  day,  to  publish  the  maps  from  the  Commis- 
sioner or  the  Land  Office  showing  the  public  lands 
that  have  been  surveyed,  and  the  character  of 
those  lands— -whether  swamp  or  mineral,  or  of  what 
character — maps  which  are  certainly  as  import- 
ant as  these  charts.  These  charts  are  no  more  in- 
teresting to  our  constituents  upon  the  sea-board 
than  were  these  maps  which  the  House  refused  to 
publish  the  other  day  to  our  Western  settlers  and 
to  all  who  are  migrating  to  the  West. 

But  it  has  been  saia  by  the  gentleman-  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stakton,]  that  this  engraving 
has  already  been  done,  and  that  no  additioniQ 
expense  will  be  incurred  except  that  which  per-, 
tains  to  the  press-work  and  paper.  It  is  very 
true  that  these  charts  have  been  engraved  upon 
copper,  but  to  publish  the  large  number  of  ex- 
tra copies  which  will  be  ordered,  in  time  to  be 
of  any  use  to  the  House  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, the  impressions  will  have  to  be  transferred 
from  the  copper  to  stone,  and  the  expense  of  that 
transfer  will  oe  added  to  the  expense  of  the  print- 
ing and  paper,  which  by  itself  will  be  a  material 
item  in  so  laree  a  number  of  copies  as  five  or  ten 
thousand.  Yet  1  suppose  it  would  be  as  extraor- 
dinary to  imagine  that  any  person  could  under- 
stand this  report  without  the  charts  as  it  would  be 
to  expect  that  a  child  could  learn  geography  with- 
out an  atlas.  The  House  need  not  be  surprised, 
if  they  pass  this  resolution  intending  the  charts  to 
be  puolished,  if  six  or  seven  thousand  extra  cop- 
ies should  cost  at  least  upwards  of  j^,000. 

Mr.  MEADE.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  carry 
out  the  policy  that  governed  us  in  ordering  this 
printing,  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  its 
fruits.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Ml.  Stbpheivs,]  that  the  distribution  of  these 
works  among  the  membera  of  Congress  is  of  very 
little  use,  and  does  not  an'swer  the  purposes  for 
which  they  should  be  published,  and  tnat  is  to 
impi6ve  the  commerce  and  facilitate  the  trade  of 
the  country.  If  we  intend  to  appropriate  to  our- 
selves any  benefit  that  may  be  oerived  from  the 
work  of  these  officers,  we  should  distribute  their 
reports  among  the  owners  of  vessels.    Let  every 


vessel  of  so  many  tons  burden,  for  instance,  be 
fUmished  with  a  c(^y,  to  belong  to  the  vessel  as 
an  appendage  to  it.  In  that  way  we  may  realize 
the  fruits  of  this  labor,  but  not  by  distributing 
four  or  five  thousand  copies  amon^  the  members 
of  Congress,  most  of  whom  Hve  m  interior  dis- 
tricts, whore  the  work  cannot  be  appreciated  and 
will  be  of  no  service.  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
the  gentlenuin  from  Georgia,  that  it  will  be  a 
woric  of  supererogation;  and  so  far  as  1  am  con- 
cerned, though  I  represent  a  district  that  has  some 
connection  with  the  sea-coast,  I  should  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  have  only  half  a  dozen  copies  or 
so  to  supply  some  few  individuals,  while  the  resi- 
due of  tne  copies  should  be  deposited  in  the  Coast 
Survey  office  for  distribution. 

But  the  only  question  with  me  is  whether  it  is 
competent  for  Confess  to  expend  money  for  this 
purpose;  and  while  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
was  addressing  the  House  upon  this  subject,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  if  we  did  not  think  proper  to 
order  this  work  to  Se  distributed  among  the  navi- 
gators of  the  United  States,  we  might,  at  least, 
place  it  in  such  a  condition  as  to  enable  them  to  ob« 
tain  it  by  adopting  the  policy  which  is  usually 
pursued  by  the  State  governments  in  reference  to 
the  publication  of  the  decisions  of  their  courts  of 
appeal.  In  my  own  State,  so  many  copies  of 
those  decisions  are  ordered ,  to  be  printed  at  the 
public  expense,  and  then  a  sufficient  number  is 
also  printed  to  supply -the  practising  attorneys 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  othera  wno 
may  want  them,  at  the  cost  of  the  work. 

I  am  not  particular  in  relation  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  tiling  shall  be  done,  or  whether  it  shall 
be  done  entirely,  or  ojnly  in  part  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government;  but  as  the  publicatioh  is  to  be 
made,  as  the  printing  is  to  be  done,  as  the  copies 
are  to  be  furnished,  and  as  they  must  ultimately 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  let  us  adopt  that  mode  by  which  the  coun- 
try can  reap  the  most  benefit — that  is  by  causing 
the  distribution  of  the  work  among  those  who  are 
engaged  in  navigation.  Let  the  work  be  distrib- 
ute along  the  coast  where  it  may  be  useful.  It 
can  be  of  no  service  to  gentlemen  residing  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  except  to  some  few  literary 
men  who  would  make  this  study  a  matter  of 
amusement.  Generally  speaking,  it  would  be  of 
very  little  service  to  any  other  dass  of  our  citi-. 
zens  but  commercial  men  and  navigatora. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  to  secure  the  object  at  which 
I  have  hinted,  it  would  be  necessary  to  draft  this 
resolution  more  particularly  with  reference  to  that 
object,  I  should  prefer  that  the  subject  should  be 
passed  over  for  to-day,  so  as  to  afford  members  an 
opportunity  of  preparing  amendments,  which 
would  secure  the  object  which  we^l  have  in  view 
— to  make  such  a  disHribution  of  this  work  as  will 
enable  those  most  interested  in  it  to  derive  most 
profit  from  it.  I  suggest  to  the  friends  of  the  meas- 
ure, the  propriety  ofpiBssing  it  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  should  re- 
gret exceedingly  to  see  this  resolution  disposed 
of  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Meade,!  or  m  any  other  way  which 
would  produce  the  slightest  delay.  The  eminent 
gemlemen  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey, are  very  anxious  that  the  resolution  should 
be  adopted.  They  have  appealed  to  me  to  urge 
its  passage,  that  tne  work  may  be  im  a  state  of 
progress  as  soon  as  possible;  and  surely  if  we  in- 
tend to  give  to  the  country  the  benefit  of  so  im- 
portant a  report,  we  should  do  it  immediately. 

As  a  member  of  the  Printing  Committee,  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  learning  the  wishes  of  the 
gentlemen  having  charge  of  the  Coast  Survey,  in 
regard  to  the  prmtine:  of  these  extra  numbera  of 
the  report.  They  ask  for  ten  thousand  copies. 
In  view  of  the  interesting  and  valuable  character 
of  the  work,  I  do  not  think  this  number  too  many. 
It  differa  materially  from  the  report  of  last  year, 
because  it  contains  highly  important  and  valuable 
information  not  contained  in  other  reports.  It 
brings  the  work  down  to  July,  185 1,  and  imbodies 
a  variety  of  geographical  and  other  valuable  facts 
connected  with  me  work,  and  interesting  and  im- 

S)rtant  to  the  country,  never  before  published. 
y  the  aid  of  the  gentlemen  having  charge  of  the 
Survey,  I  am  enabled  to  afford  some  idea  of  what 
nie  report  will  contain: 

"  It  will  give  two  thirds  of  tbe  work  m   It  h««  pro- 

gresaed  the  present  sesson,  and  uaariy  all  of  flMnner  aeasont* 

"  It  will  contain  siztjr-flve  aketebea,  for^  of  which  will 
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We  ebftrts,  valuable  ft»r  porpa«efl  of  Bavigatioii ;  ei^teen 
wiU  relate  lo.the  weeteni  eoaist,  and  tbirteen  will  shonr  suit- 
able poaitioiif  for  liftbt-houses,  &c. 

"  It  will  five  a  list  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
Ibrty  ceograpbical  positioma,  the  first  ever  published.  This 
list  well  not  asain  be  published  for  many  years. 

<'  It  will  linpody  a  laif  e  auKMint  of  geograpbical  infbnna^ 
Cion. 

<<  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  it  will  present  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  Coast  Sar^y  of  copying  plates  by  the  gal- 
vanic battery,  and  exhibit  the  numerous  improvementa 
wbioh  have  been  introduced  into  this  process.  In  eight  or 
ten  days,  plates  may  be  made  by  this  mode  which  would 
take  years  to  engrave." 

These  constitute  many  of  the  important  features 
of  the  report,  and  when  properly  appreciated,  as 
I  trust  they  are  by  the  House,  will  oe  sufficient  to 
justify  the  publication  of  the  number  of  copies 
askea  for. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Ham- 
mond,] 18  disturbed  by  apprehensions  that  some 
enormous  expense  for  plates  is  to  be  incurred,  over 
and  above  the  press-work  and  paper.  I  can  relieve 
him  from  all  fears  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. If  I  understand  correctly,  the  distinguished 
scientific^entlemen  at  the  head  of  the  Survey,  have 
devised  a  plan  by  which  plates  may  be  made, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  galvanic  bat- 
tery, much  more  easily  than  was  ever  known  be- 
fore. In  eight  or  ten  days  may  be  accomplished 
by  this  process,  what  hitherto  nas  been  the  work 
of  years.  These  plates  are  all  made.  They  are 
to  be  transferred  to  stone  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  and  nothing  then  will  remain  to  be 
done  but  to  take  the  impressions.  The  prepara- 
tion of  the  plates  is  therefore  a  work  already  accom- 
plished by  the  Government  officers,  and  need  not 
cost  an  additional  cent  to  what  has  already  been 
expended*  Impressions  can  be  taken  from  the 
stone  at  the  inconsiderable  cost  of  less  than  one 
and  a  half  cents  per  sheet,  indeed  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  for  sixty-five  cents.  So  my  honorable  friend 
from  Maryland  will  perceive  that  all  his  appre- 
hensions in  regard  to  the  enormous  expense  re- 
ferred to,  are  without  foundation. 

But  why  is  the  larger  number  of  ten  thousand 
copies  of  this  report  objected  to  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence? Are  they  more  than  the  country  re- 
quires or  can  find  use  for?  Wp  are  told  that  the 
operations  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  the  last  year 
cost  the  Government  about  $300,000.  Is  this  a 
useless  expenditure?  No  gentleman  will  hazard 
his  reputation  for  intelligence,  by  declaring  it  to 
be  so.  If  it  is  important  to  expend  so  large  a  sum 
of  money  to  obtain  hvdrographical  and  topograph- 
ical information  of  tne  condition  of  our  immense 
line  of  coast,  then  surely  it  is  important  that  that 
information  should  be  given  to  the  pubfic.  Do 
gentlemen  desire  that  the  labors  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
rey shall  be  known  only  to  those  who  make  them? 
The  whole  world  is  interested  in  the  results  of  this 
immense  scientific  undertaking.  It  is  one,  hith- 
erto unequaled  by  any  similar  enterprise  in  the 
history  of  nations;  ana  having  achieved  so  much 
at  such  immense  expense,  I  am  not  willing  that 
its  benefits  should  be  lost  to  the  world  on  account 
of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  by  publishing  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from^labama,  [Mr. 
Houston,]  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  tne  House,  opposes  the  amendment  in- 
creasing the  number  of^  copies  to  be  printed,  for  a 
reason  which  I  deemof  but  very  little  force  indeed. 
He  takes  tJie  position,  that  the  expense  of  printing 
this  report* ought  not  to  be  incurred,  because  the 
aggregate  of  expense  for  printing  each  year  has 
been  gradually  erowinff  larger.  Does  not  the  gen- 
tleman know,  that  with  the  increase  of  territory 
has  come  an  increase  of  population,  and  as  our 
population  has  increased,  so,  also,  has  increased 
the  intelligence  of  the  country?  Is  it,  then,  won- 
derful that  with  the  growth  of  population  and  in- 
telligence of  the  country,  our  printing  expenses 
should  grow  upon  us.'  Every  day^  progress 
makes  necessary  additional  expense  m  this  partic- 
ular. The  advancing  character  of  the  very  work 
upon  the  Coast  Survey  creates  the  n*»ce8sity  for 
increased  expenditure  in  the  publication  of  its  re- 
port. The  last  report  was  but  a  small  pamphlet; 
the  i*eport  this  year  will  Embrace  four  hundred 
pages,  and  will  be  a  good  sized  book  well  bound. 
And  why  has  the  report  grown  to  such  a  size  ? 
Why,  sir,  the  work  has  been  advancing  with  great 
rapidity  and  success,  and  the  material  for  the  re^ 
port  has  accumulated  in  due  proportion.  As  a 
member  of  the  Printing  Committee,  I  opposed  the 
number  named  In  the  report  of  the  chairman,  be- 
cause I  considered  it  too  small.    I  adrocated  in 


committee,  and  am  now  in'  favor  of  printing  the 
number  contemplated  by  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  fVom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evan9.]  It  is 
idle  to  say,  that  the  information  to  be  derived  from 
the  report  is  only  interesting^  to  citizens  upon  the 
sea-coast.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  In  the  distri- 
bution of  those  printed  by  the  House  last  year, 
about  thirty  fell  to  my  share.  They  were  sent  to 
my  residence  after  the  adjournment;  and  even 
iheri  in  the  distant  West  I  found  gentlemen — men 
of  intelligence  and  science,  eager  to  get  possession  I 
of  them.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  distributing  them. 
Should  the  ten  thousand  copies  be  published,  it 
will  afford  to  each  member  not  more  ^an  forty 
copies  each;  and  there  is  no  district  in  the  Union 
where  that  number  may  not  be  usefully  sent.  Be- 
sides the  demand  which  exists  in  our  country 
with  men  of  science  and  others  interested  in  the 
proo^ress  of  the  Coast  Survey,  I  understand  many 
applications  have  been  made  to  the  Superintendent 
from  scientific  men  in  other  countries,  for  copies 
of  this  work.  It  is  not  surprising  that  a  work  of 
so  much  importance  should  attract  uie  attention  and 
elicit  the  interest  of  distinguished  men«abroad;  and 
we  should  be  proud  that  it  is  so.  But  it  is  a  matter 
of  regret,  that  on  account  of  our  niggard  policy  in 
this  matter  of  printing,  the  distinguished  head  of 
the  Coast  Survey  has  heretofore  been  unable  to 
supply  the  demands  made  upon  him  for  copies  of 
his  report,  from  other  countnes.  I  trudt  now,  sir, 
we  shall  place  it  in  his  power  to  furnish  all  that 
may  be  asked  for.  The  Senate  has  considered  the 
work  of  importance  enough  to  justify  the  piinting 
of  ten  thousand  extra  numbers,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  order  an  equ«d  number. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  moving  the  previous  question.  Before 
doing  so,  however,  I  desire  simply  to  say,  that 
there  is  a  great  defect  in  the  distribution  of  all 
these  public  documents.  1  represent  an  agricul- 
tural district,  and  I  do  not  care  to  have  a  single 
copy  of  the  Coast  Survey  to  distribute  in  my  dis- 
trict, and  have  no  demand  for  them.  It  is  true,  if 
I  were  to  take  a  large  number  of  bound  volumes 
of  reports  of  any  description  into  my  district,  and 
annoiHice  publicly  that  they  were  there,  I  should 
have  a  ereat  number  of  gentlemen  calli/Tg  upon 
me  for  them.  But  the  great  demand  in  that  dis- 
trict is  for  the  agricultural  branch  of  the  Patent 
Office  report.  While,  therefore,  I  am  ready  and 
willing  to  vote  for  any  reasonable  number  of  copies 
of  the  Coast  Survey,  I  should  prefer  that  the 
whole  number  ordered  should  be  given  to  the  offi- 
cers connected  with  that  bureau  for  distribution, 
believing  that  the  distribution  would  be  more  judi- 
cious by  those  officers  than  it  could  possibly  be 
done  by  the  members  of  this  House.  There  are 
members  here  representing  districts  intimately 
connected  with  the  subjects  treated  of  in  this  report, 
and  who  will  need  a  good  many  copies  for  dis- 
tribution; but  of  course  they  can  eet  them  by 
calling  upon  the  officer  to  whom  they  shall  be 
given,  r  would,  therefore,  prefer  that  this  reso- 
lution should  be  put  in  such  a  shape  as  to  leave 
the  distribution  of  these  reports  entirely  to  the 
officers  connected  with  the  Coast  Survey. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Has  the  gentleman 
no  academies  and  public  libraries  in  his  district? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  gentleman  inquires  if 
we  have  no  schools  and  public  libraries  in  my  dis- 
trict? We  have.  And  i  took  occasion  during  the 
last  Congress  to  exhibit  the  number  of  schools 
and  academies  in  that  district;  but  if  I  wish  any 
document  of  this  kind  to  send  to  any  academy, 
college,  or  public  library,  I  have  always  found 
the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey  ready  and  willins 
to  supply  me  with  anything  under  their  control. 
If,  therefore,  tt  is  the  wish  of  the  House  to  print 
this  document,  and  distribute  it  among  the  mem- 
bers, I  shall  propose  to  some  gentleman — for  in- 
stance, to  a  gentleman  representing  some  portion 
of  the  city  of  New  York  whose  constituents  do 
not  care  about  knowing  the  best  method  of  raising 
wheat,  or  what  kind  of  soil  is  best  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  com — I  say,  I  shall  propose  to  him  to 
exchange  my  portion  of  the  report  on  the  Coast 
Survey  for  copies  of  the  agricultural  part  of  the 
Patent  Office  report,  which  will  l?e  of  use  to  my 
constituents. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  has  indicated  his  intention  to 
move  the  previous  question,  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  suggestion  of  that  gentleman 
proposing  that  all  ths  copias  of  this  document 


shall  be  given  to  the  Coast  Survey.  I  wish  to  in- 
quire whether  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
StepheksI  did  not  mote  that  as  an  amendment? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  did  not.  There  was 
already  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  pend- 
ing, and  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  did  not  so  understand  it.  I 
understood  that  the  gentleman  fVom  Maryland 
[Mr.  EvAKs]  accepted  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fuller,]  and  therefore 
it  would  have  been  in  order  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
fenllelliao  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  that  before 
e  calls  the  previous  question,  he  should  move 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  giving  all  the 
copies  which  the  resolution  provides  for  printing 
to  the  coast  survey,  for  distribution. 

Mr^  CAMPBELL.  That  is  mypurpose.  Then 
if  gentlemen  desire  SYiy  copies  for  distribution 
among  their  constituents,  by  calling  upon  those 
officers  and  leaving  the  names  of  the  persons  they 
wish  to  send  them  to,  they  will  be  sent.  For 
myself,  I  do  not  want  a  solitary  copy,  unless  in- 
stitutions of  learning  in  my  district  desire  them; 
in  which  case  I  can  obtain  them  as  I  have  indi- 
cated. If  it  is  in  order,  therefore,  I  now  move  an 
amendment  to  jLhe  amendment  so  as  to  provide 
that  all  the  copies  of  that  document  which  the 
resolution  provides  for  printing  shall  go  to  the 
Coast  Survey  for  distribution.  I  make  that  mo- 
tion, and  upon  it  I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Will  my  collea^e  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  for  a  mo- 
ment? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman  re- 
ilew  it? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  will  renew  it  if  the  gende- 
man  desires  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Then  I  withdraw  my  call. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
mend  ofiered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Campbell,] 
for  the  simple  reason  that  I^elieve  that  the  gentle- 
men who  represent  this  nation  in  its  various  dis- 
tricts upon  tnis  floor  are  fullj^as  capable  of  distri- 
buting this  information  as  a  clerk  in  the  Coast 
Survey  office.  That  is  my  humble  opinion  upoa 
the  subject. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  my  colleague  all6w 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  CARTTER.    By  all  means. 

Mr,  CAMPBELL.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
believe  that  we  should  be  able  to  eel  aa  many 
copies  from  the  Coast  Survey  aa  we  desire? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wifl  answer  that  in  my 
regular  course  of  remark.  We  have  learned  by 
the  mover  of  this  proposition  that  the  number  of 
forty  copies  are  given  to  each  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  United  States:  and  this  enormous  num- 
ber of  books  seems  a  subject  of  great  burden  to 
my  colleague.  He  does  not  know  how  to  dispose 
of'^them  all  in  the  great  "  Butler  "  di^rict.  ,Ws 
are  told,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  document 
brings  to  light  the  minute  geography  of  ow coast, 
hitherto  unexplained  in  the  geographical  boolu  of 
the  country.    This  is  another  item. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  genUeman  allow 
me  one  word  ?  I  do  not  pretend  that  my  constit- 
uents of  the  Butler  district  are  very  desirous  of 
entering  into  all  the  minutin  of  the  coast  surveF 
business;  but  I  doubt  whether  the  gentleman^ 
constituents,  notwithstanding  he  may  have  sent 
his  forty  copies  among  them,  have  ever  read  a 
single  copy.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  my  col- 
league himself  ever  read  one  entire,  and  I  put  that 
Question  to  him,  whether  he  ever  did  read  one? 
confess  I  never  have^  for  I  feel  no  interest  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  hold  that  no  gentleman 
upon  this  floor  who  is  as  incapable  of  appreciating 
the  importance  of  this  geographical  survey  as  my 
colleague,  by  his  remancs,  has  proved  himself  to 
be,  is  entirely  at  liberty  to  ask  the  question  as 
to  whether  anybody  else  has  ever  read  this  work. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (interrupting.)  But  wiU 
my  colleague  answer  the  question? 

Mr.  CARTTER,  (continuipg.)  He  is  at  hV 
erty  to  ask  whether  the  constituents  of  anybody 
have  ever  read  it.  But  I  think  if  the  gentleman 
will  appeal  to  the  coll^;es  of  my  district — ^to  a 
public  acknowledgment  rendered  to  my  humble 
self,  in  courtesy  for  having  transmitted  thia  very 
geographical  information  to  them  during  the  last 
Congress,  he  will  find  an  answer  to  his  question. 
^     Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  aot  thsgtoUemi 
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Mr.  CARTTER.    :^o  further  interruptions ! 

Mr  CAMPBELL.  But  the  gentleman  has 
failed  to  answer  the  question  I  propounded  to  him. 
I  ask 

Mr.  CARTTER.  No  more  interrupUon  !  I 
cannot  allow  the  gAitleman  a^in  to  interrupt  me! 

Tiie  gentleman  is  in  great  difficulty-  how  he  is 
to  dispose  of  his  fort^  copies  containing  the  geo- 
graphical hiformation,  brought  to  light  at  an  an- 
nual cost  of  f3(K),000  to  the  nation.  He  cannot 
cooceiTe  how  an  interior  district  in  the  West  can 
be  benefited  bv  any  information  of  this  descrip- 
tion. Why,  do  you  not  wish  to  overspread  this 
Republic  with  this  minute  geographical  informa- 
tion which  you  hare  brought  to  light  by  the  ener- 
gies of  your  Qovernment  ?  Ana  have  not  you 
spnnkled<^ver  the  whole  country,  institutions  the 
whole  object  of  which  is  to  enlighten  the  public 
mind  with  regard  to  th^e  very  facts  ? 

But  my  coflea^e  has  forgotten  another  import- 
ant iact.  He  has  forgotten  that  this  coast  survey 
.also  applies  to  and  is  extending. along  three  thou- 
ffud  miles  of  lake  cosAt  in  the  West,  penetrating 
the  great  interior;  and  in  connection  with  which 
both  his  district,  and  my  district,  and  every  district 
in  theioterior  of  the  great  West,  is  interested— 4he 
eoMtby  which  every  oarrel  of  fiour  and  every  pound 
of  pork  must  be  transported;  and  with  r^erence  to 
the  peculiar  interest  of  my  friend's  district,  every 
barrel  of  whiskey,  too.  [Great  lauehter.]  Now 
u  this  great  intenor,  or  this  great  Northern  inte- 
rior, stretching  for  three  thousand  miles  along  the 
«oast  of  these  great  inland  seas,  which  bear  upon 
their  bosoms ti  commerce  equal  in  extent  to  the 
sak  water  coast,  to  be  told  that  they  do  not  want 
infonnation  upon  this  subject?  And  are  we  to  be 
tokl  that  it  is  better  for  us  to  commit  to  a  clerk 
in  the  Topo^phical  Bureau  the  distribution  of 
this  infonnatuiB,  rather  than  to  the  Represtntatives 
in  Congress  ?  Why  yoa  cannot  find  a  district,  be 
it  ever  so  benighted,  or  ever  so  isolated,  in  the 
great  West^  the  people  of  which  do  not  inouire 
every  day  and  every  week  in  reference  to  tnese 
great  iames  of  commerce,  which  are  to  carry  off 
che  productions  of  the  sofl. 

Bat  our  constituoits  in  the  West  desire  to  in- 
Qoire  into  another  important  matter.  When  this 
uovenunent  is  lavishing  its  expenditure  upon  the 
alt  water  border,  in  developing  its  geography  and 
its  topogmphy — ^while  they  are  doing  that,  our 
constituents  want  to  inquire  what  they  are  doing 
for  the  interior  commerce  of  the  nation,  and  the 
interior  sea-board?  If  it  is  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  discover  the  patronage  of  the  Grovernment 
along  the  coast  of  the  nation,  I  would  send  them 
this  profile  of  our  great  national  work,  that  they 
might  go  and  demand  what  is  cbmins  to  them. 
Now  I  cannot  see  any  particular  difficulty — I  have 
mysdf  no  very  serious  apprehensions  that  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  dispose  of  forty  whole  cop>ies  of  this 
Coast  Survey  in  my  district.  [A  laugh.]  And  I 
pMume  my  irieiid  [Mr.  Campbell]  will  wait  upon 
ais  constituents  as  liourteously,  although  he  is 
iadiBposed  to  support  this  resolution,  for  I  know 
his  fidelity  to  them  and  industry  in  their  service 
is  not  exceeded  by  any  other  gentleman  upon  this 
ioor.    1  hope  this  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

In  accordance  with  my  promise,  I  now  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Will  the  gentleman  with- 
draw it  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  under  special  obliga- 
tions to  insist  upon  the prerious  question.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  it.   I  have  propounded  the  question 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  un- 
less the  call  for  the  previous  question  be  wiUi- 
drawn. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  WeU,  I  will  withdraw  the 
tain  &r  (he  previous  question  for  my  colleague,  if 
he  vffl  promiMe  to  renew  it,     [Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  wiU  renew  it.  Por 
some  time  I  was  utterly  unable  to  understand  the 
resson  why  my  colleague  had  assumed  the  posi- 
tkMi  whieh  he  nas  taken  in  relation  to  the  distri- 
bqtei  of  these  coptet  of  the  report  on  the  Coast 
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Survey.  Towards  the  close  of  his  remarks,  how- 
ever, the  secret  leaked  out.  It  seems  he  has  a  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  whiskey  trade.  [A  laugh.] 
Now,  if  that  article  does  happen  to  be  a  itaple  in 
my  district,  and  that  gentleman  and  his  constituents 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject  of  its  transporta- 
tion, let  me  say  to  him  that  they  can  be  supplied 
from  my  district  without  the  aid  of  any  informa- 
tion from  this  Coast  Survey.  (Laughter.]  That 
gentleman  represents  a  district  in  central  Ohio.  I 
Hve  the  honor  to  represent  one  in  the  southwes- 
tern portion,  and  the  article  can  be  carried  by  the 
overland  route.  It  is  not  necessary  to  emplov 
any  conveyance  upon  the  high  seas  to  furnisn 
thetn  with  as  much  as  they  want  to  answer  |heir 
purposes.  ^ 

But  the  position  which  my  colleague  has  as- 
sumed may  be  accounted  for,  perhaps,  in  another 
way.  He  told  us  that  he  had  received  resolutions 
from  schools  and  colleges  in  his  district,  tendering 
to  him  their  most  profound  thanks  for  distributing 
these  documents  to  them;  and  ^et  it  will  be  ob- 
served by  this  House  that  while  I,  with  fVank- 
ness,  admitted  that  I  had  never  examined  a  word 
in  any  one  of  these  Coast  Surveys,  yet  when  I 

Eut  the  question  to  my  colleague — when  I  asked 
im  to  sa^  whether  he  had  ever  read  any  one 
of  them  mmself,  he  refused  to  make  any  re- 
sponse. While  he  bears  down  upon  me  for  my 
neglect,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  the  manliness 
to  acknowledge  the  same  neglect  in  himself,  but 
dodges  the  question.  Theretore  I  hav«  the  right 
to  assert  beu>re  this  House  that  he  has  never  read 
that  report,  and  I  have  the  right  to  draw  the  infer- 
ence, tnat  if  a  gentleman  possessing,  perhaps,  as 
much  intellifi;ence  as  any  in  this  House,  has  never 
considered  ue  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to 
examine  it  in  detail,  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  his  constituents  care  nothing  about  it. 

But  the  point  I  make  by  my  amendment  and  by 
the  remarks  which  I  have  submitted  is,  that  this 
nation  is  going  into  an  enormous  expenditure  of 
the  people's  money  to  print  this  document,  and 
when  it  is  printed  the  copies  are  to  be  scattered 
over  the  country  at  great  expense  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  trann>ortatioR,  while  they  are  utter- 
ly worthless  when  they  reach  their  destmation.  I 
desire  to  see  some  reform  in  this  respect.  I  desire 
to  see  the  Coast  Survey  office  transmit  this  docu- 
ment to  the  coast  itself— to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  carrying  on  our  trade  upon  the  high  seas  and 
are  interested  in  having  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
dition of  our  harbors;  and  that  these  reports  re- 
lating to  agriculture— these  reports  which  point  the 
farmer  4o  the  true  road  to  prosperity ,  shall  be  cir- 
culated in  all  our  agricultural  districts.  That  is  my 
proposition.  My  colleague's  constituents  may  feel 
a  deep  interest  m  this  Coast  Survey.  Mine  do 
'not.  t  speak  for  mine,  not  for  his.  My  constit- 
uents desire  that  kind  of  information,  if  we  give  it 
publicity  here,  which  will  result  to  their  practical 
advantage.  The  farmers  of  my  district,  and  I 
think  I  may  say  the  farmers  of  my  colleague's 
district  too,  care  nothing  about  examining  the 
maps  and  profiles  presented  in  this  coast  survey. 
I  wouM  not  vote  a  dollar,  were  I  to  look  to  tne 
interests  of  my  constituents  alone,  for  the  publica- 
tion of  this  report.  But  when  f  look  at  this  Union — 
when  I  look  at  this  great  interest  of  aU  interests, 
the  commercial  interest  of  the  country,  I  find  it 
necessary  to  have  this  document  printed.  All  I 
desire  by  the  amendment  which  I  nave  submitted 
is  to  have  these  reports  sent  where  they  ^ill  be  of 
some  practical  service. 

So  tar  as  respects  the  intelligeace  of  my  constit- 
uents I  have  nothing  to  say,  except 

Mr.  PULLER,  of  Maine,  (interruptinff .)  I  be- 
lieve it  has  been  the  universal  practice  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Coast  Survey  heretofore  when 
these  charts  and  reports  were  published,  to  address 
a  note  to  every  member  of  this  House,  requesting 
them  to  point  out  the  particular  institutions  and 
persons  to  whom  they  may  wish  the  report  sent, 
and  to  send  them  to  such  as  are  pointed  out. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (resuming.)  1  am  obliged 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine  for  re- 
minding me  of  that  6ict;  and  my  colleague  [Mr. 


Caetter]  was.  no  doubt  one  of  those  members 
who  were  addressed  upon  the  subject.  And  let  me 
say  here,  that  1  have  very  strong'  suspicions  tltat 
the  resolution  of  thanks  from  that  country  school 
in  my  coUeasue's  district,  of  which  he  has  boast- 
ed, originatea  from  the  fisict  that  he  bad  transmitted 
the  identical  charts  to  that  school  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  and  did  not  come  through  the  dis- 
tribution provided  by  the  joint  resolution. 

Now,  sir,  my  colleague's  objection  is,  that  a 
clerk  in  the  Coast  Survey  department  is  not  as 
competent  as  a  member  of  this  House.  Let  me 
say  that  I  regard  the  Superintendent  of  the  CoaHt 
Survey  as  better  qualified  to  disseminate  the  In- 
formation contained  in  these  reports — which  is 
doubtless  valuable — than  the  gentlemen  who  have 
the  honor  to  represent  the  agricultural  districts 
upon  this  floor.  Yes,  sir,  better  perhaps  than 
those  who  represent  ^my  other  sojrt  of  districts. 
And,  Mr.  Sp€»ker,  my  object,  while  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  is  to  put  this  Gov* 
emment  to  no  expense  whatever  that  may  not  re- 
sult in  some  practical  good.  The  gentleman  talks 
about  economy,  and  yet  he  wants  forty  or  fifty 
or  a  hundred  copies  of  the  Coast  Survey  report 
to  circulate  in  a  district  that  is  in  nowise  mterest- 
ed  in  the  survey  of  the  coast.  I  did  not  rise,  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  the  purpose  of  consuming  so  much 
time  as  I  have  done.  I  hope  the  motion  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  allow  me  a  single  word.  I  desire  to 
say  I  fell  into  a  mistake  in  regard  to  ten  thousand 
being  the  tisual  number  of  extra  copies  which  is 
printed  of  this  report.  I  supposed  that  that  was 
the  case,  without  having  examined  the  particular 
facts;  but  it  does  not  alter  the  state  of  the  argu- 
ment I  had  the  honor  to^present  to  the  House.  I 
think  the  report  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justi- 
fy the  printing  of  the  number  demanded. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
number  proposed  to  be  printed,  but  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  to  be  distributed.  I  move 
theprevious  question. 

Tne  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  believe  I  have  the  right  to 
make  an  explanation.  I  do  not  want  to  make  an 
hour's  speech,  nor  even  a  ten  minutes  one.  As 
chairman  of  the  Commiuee  on  Printing,  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  investigate  this  question  of 
printing,  ana  I  reported  this  resolution  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  that  eommittee. 
I  did  not  concur  in  printing  even  six  thousand 
copies;  nor  do  I  concur  now,  but  I  yielded  my 
assent.  Some  remarks  have  been  raaae  in  regard 
to  the  cost.  Lfet  me  say  to  the  House,  in  Ihe  first 
place,  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution 
ordering  ten  thousand  copies  to  be  printed — ^five 
thousand  copies  to  go  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Survey,  and  five  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Last  year  this  House  ordered  six  thousand 
copies— one  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Survey 
and  five  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House.  Some 
gentlemen  have  undertaken  to  speak  of  the  cost. 
After  investigating  that  subject,  I  can  say  to  the 
House  that  the  cost  of  engraving  alone,  notwith- 
standing the  use  of  the  Electrotype  process  by 
which  Uiey  are  able  to  do  it  with  ^eater  facility 
than  formerly,  is  from  ninety  to  ninety-two  cents 
for  each  one  of  the  extra  volumes.  Fojt  every 
thousand  copies  that  are  published,  they  are 
obliged  to  renew  the  plate.  This  is  done  by  the 
Electrotype  process,  which  I  confess  I  do  not 
accurately  understand,  except  as  it  has  been  ex- 
plained to  me  by  the  memoers  of  that  Survey. 
The  engraving  for  these  extra  copies  will  cost 
from  |1  12  to  j|]  25  per  copy,  and  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  wiU  in  all  probability  exceed  the 
highest  sum  named.  I  looked  into  the  question  to 
know  where  these  copies  were  to  ^  to,  and  what 
4he  Coast  Survey  wanted  to  do  with  so  enormous 
a  number.  I  said,  where  do  you  propose  to  dis- 
tribute them?  The  same  interrogation  was  made 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Havev.]    The  response  was,  We  want  to  give 
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some  to  the  officers  of  the  Army.  How  many? 
Two  or  three  hundred.  We  want  to  give  some 
to  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  How  many?  Two 
or  three  hundred  copies.  We  want  to  send  some 
abroad-i^to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  dissemina- 
ting a  knowledge  of  our  coast  in  that  country. 
How  many?  A  thousand  copies.  They  had  not 
yet  reached  two  thousand  copies.  Wnat  other 
sources  do  you  desire  to  supply?  We  desire 
to  supply  the  colleges  add  academies,  schools 
and  various  institutions  throughout  the  country. 
How  many?  A  thousand  copies,  I  supoose. 
Sill  they  hav^  not  reached  three  thousand.  What 
else  do  you  desire  to  do  with  them?  Well,  for 
general  distribution.  Under  the  general  head  of 
*«<Swj.**  we  have  allowed  two  or  three  thousand 
copies.  This  Coast  Survey  will  receive  five  thou- 
sand copies  from  the  Senate;  and  one  thousand  from 
this  House — six  thotxsand  copies  in  all  for  the  use 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  CJoast  Survey.  The 
Senate  will  have  five  thousand  copies — some  sev- 
enty or  eighty  to  each  member  of  that  body. 
And  the  Housefive  thousand  copies — some  twenty 
or  thirty  to  each  member.  This  number  will 
doubly  supply  all  the  institutions  of  the  country; 
it  will  supply  all  the  purposes  of  education  through 
the  country)  unless  you*  should  include  all  the 
tWo-mile  district  schools.  It  will  supply  all  your 
public  libraries,  and  still  there  will  be  some  one 
or  two  thousand  for  miscellaneous  distribution — ^if 
you  please. 

The  whole  cost  of  these  five  or  six  tliousand  ex- 
tra copies  win  be  from  seven  to  eight  thousand 
dollars — most  likely  eight  thousand  dollars.  J 
speak  now  of  the  extra  copies,  not  of  the  original 
cost  of  the  plates,  and  the  number  to  be  printed 
for  each  meiTiber.  To  this  six  thousand  you  must 
add  the  usual  extra  number — say  one  thousand — 
and  you  will  have  seven  thousand  copies,  and  if 
you  get  off  with  an  expense  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars you  will  do  better  than  1  expect.  ^ 

I  have  nothing  to  sav  with  respect  to  the  utility 
of  this  document,  for  I  apprehend  this  House  is 
fully  satisfied  that  there  is  more  or  less  public 
utihty  in  the  distribution  of  this  work;  but  i  have 
this  to  say,  that  I  regard  the  argument  which  has 
been  usea  upon  this  floor  as  potent,  that  the  print- 
ing of  this  country  is  becoming  enormous.  When 
this  country  is  informed  that  the  printing  for  the 
Government  has  increased  from  seventy  or  eighty 
thousand,  to  a  ouarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  they 
will  begin  to  call  the  representatives  of  the  country 
to  an  account.  What  nas  produced  this  addition- 
al expenditure  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  ? 
This,  among  other  reasons^  which  I  shall  not 
now  enumerate,  is  the  main  reason  for  my  oppo- 
sition to  the  publication  of  ten  thousand  copies  of 
this  Coast  Survey  report.  ^A  strict  investigation  of 
this  whole  question  will  dispel  this  idea  which  has 
got  into  the  heads  of  members,  that  we  need  ten 
thousand  copies.  • 

No  college  wants  more  than  one  copy,  no  acad- 
emy wants  more  than  one  copy,  an  officer  in  the 
Army  or  Navy  needs  but  one  copy,  the  heads  of 
Department  but  one  copy,  to  be  placed  in  the  pub- 
lic libraries  to  which  they  have  access.  I  repeat 
again,  that  the  number  of  this  document  published 
has  increased  by  one  thousand  copies  each  year 
since  this  Coast  Survey  commenced.  If  we  are  to 
judge  the  future  by  the  past,  the  demand  next 
year  will  be  for  ten  tnousand  copies.  The  argument 
IS  urged  by  one  of  my  friends  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Stakton]  that  our  Government  is 'increasing;; 
our  ifistitutions  are  increasing,  our  population  is 
increasing,  and  therefore  the  necessity  for  the  in- 
crease of  this  expense.  I  do  not  regard  this  ai^u- 
ment  as  being  at  all  a  good  one.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  be  voted  down,  and  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  will  be  acceded  to.  If  gentlemen 
had  taken  the  pains  which  I  have,  in  investigating 
this  matter,  they  would  not  ask  for  the  publica- 
tion of  more  than  the  Coast  Survey  officers  them- 
selves ask  for. 

[Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  a  bill 
making  appropriations  to  meet  the  expenses  incur^ 
red  in  consequence  of  the  late  fire;  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Speaker,  and  received  his  signature.] 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  FMr.  Gorman]  what 
number  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey  asked  to 
tiave  printed  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Eight  thousand,  as  I  under- 
stand it. 


The  resolution,  the  amendment,  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  were  read  for  information. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  to  the  amendment  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  printing  of  ten  thousand  copies 
for  distribution  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  ajnendment 
of  Mr.  Evans;  upon  which 

Mr.  ^TEPHENS,ofGeorgia,demanded  tellers; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Geor- 
gia, and  Mr.  Hamilton  were  appointed. 

The  question  being  put,  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  66,  noes  80. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  then  put  upon  the  original 
resolution,  upon  a  division  tnere  were— ayes  134, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CENSUS  TABLES. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  ask  leave  to  ofifer  a  resolu- 
tion. If  objection  is  made,  I  will  move  a  sxispen- 
sion  of  the  igales, 

Mr.  JACKSON.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  question  of  order  I  make  is  this:  that  when 
the  call  for  the  State  of  Georgia  was  made  by  the 
Chair,  a  response  was  prevented  by  amotion  from 
a  privileged  committee,  and  that,  consequently,  it 
is  now  in  order  for  gentlemen  from  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  respond. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  is  aware, 
however,  that  on  Monday  it  is  in  order  to  move  , 
for  a  suspension  of  the  fules.  The  gentleman  upon 
the  leA  of  the  Chair  moves  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  JACKSON.  I  hope  the  rules  will  not  be 
suspended,  that  I  may  have  the  privilege  1  am  en- 
titled to. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information »  as  fol- 
lows: 

Wher<^8  the  Superintendent  of  tbe  Census  has  pub- 
lished—in the  Oloht  or  January  Ist,  1653— a  (Aewr  and  con- 
densed report  of  the  Census,  containing  a  lari^  amount  of 
vatunbie  information  : 

And  whoreas  that  infbrmation,  now  desired  by  the  peor 

f)le,  cannot  be  had,  fan  the  ordinary  vonrse  of  printiaff,  (br  a 
onf  time  to  couie,  and  then  in  Uaiited  and  very  inadtoquate 
quantities:  therefore 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  imttructed  to 
order  100,000  copies  of  that  report  ftir  the  use  of  this  House, 
provided  the  coot  shall  not  exceed  one  cent  per  copy. 

The  question  being  ptit— -on  a  division  there  were 
— ayes  100,  noes  48. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,moved the  House 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  gave  notice  of  intention  to  introduce 
the  following  bills  : 

An  act  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  o^  Maine,  in 
aid  of  the  constnictum  of  the  European  and  North  Ameri- 
can Railway  within  said  State. 

An  act  in  relation  to  invalid  pensions. 


PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  kc.^  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER :  The  petition  of  Joseph  Grinnell  and 
others,  merchants  and  insurera,  of  New  Bedford,  Massa- 
chusetts, asking  that  one  or  more  vessels  of  the  United 
States  may  be  detailed  for  a  survey  or  reconnoissance 
of  stich  parts  of  the  China  seas,  Straits  of  Gaspar,  and 
Java  sea,  as  lie  in  tb^  tracks  of  vessels  proceeding  to  and 
(torn  China. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Captain  BufVis  ' 
Lincoln,  of  the  Massachusetts  ContinentDd  line,  for  com-  i 
mutation  pay^  &.c.  j 

Aim,  permission  was  had  under  the  rules  to  withdraw  ' 
f^om  the  files  of  the  House  the  petition  of  Rossel  Elliot  and  I 
others,  of  Provincetown,  Massachusetts,  asking  compensa- 
tion for  bringing  a  prisoner  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Boston  for 
trial,  and  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Coomiittee  On  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Levi  Eldridge  and  others,  of  Chat- 
ham, Massachusetts,  asking  an  allowance  of  fishing  boun- 
ty in  the  schooner  Harriet,  lost  at  sea,  be  withdrawn  ftom 
the  files  and  referred  to.the  Comminee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  that  the  petition  of  Atkins  Dyer,  of  Truro,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  a  return  of  tonnaee  duty  Mid,  be  taken  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  SMITH  :  The  petition  of  John  Baird,  prsjring  a 
pension  for  military  services. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  M.  Shcppard  and  others,  praying 
a  post  route  from  Fayette  Court-Honse,  Alabama,  to  Re-  \ 
form. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Kentucky :  The  petitioii  of  sund^ 
citisens  of  Knox  county,  Kentucky^kingfor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  fh^m  Mount  Welcome,  in  Clay  coun- 
ty, Kentucl^  via  Flat  Llck^  Knox  ooimty,  Kentucky,  to 
Boston,  in  wnitlt^  eouaty,  Kentuoky. 


Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  cttixens  of  Owsley  and  Mor- 
gan counties,  Kentucky,  asking  theestablishmeni  oTa  mail 
route  from  Booneville,  in  Owsley  county,  via  Duflfs  Store, 
to  Hazle-green,  in  Morgan  county. 

By  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of  Josepb 
Newell,  of  Ohio,  praying  that  he  may  be  authorized  to  sur- 
render his  title  to  a  section  of  land  west  of  tbe  Misaimippi, 
and  that  scrip  may  issue  to  bim  anthocixiBg  him  to  loeate 
other  lands. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  of  sundry  merchants 
of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  praying 
a  return  of  duties  paid  hy  tliem  during  the  year  18^ 

By  Mr.  BARRERE :  The  petition  of  Lieut  U.  S.  Grant, 
for  losses  sustained  bv  him  as  commissary  and  regimental 
quartermaster  of  fourth  infantry  at  Tacubaya,  Mexico,  to- 

J ether  with  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  held  at 
aiapa.  Mexico,  June  35, 1848,  and  the  proof  of  aaid  lossee 
taken  before  said  court. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :  The  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Taylor,  of  Tennessee,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him 
a  back  pensioo. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
oflicers,  soldiers,  seamen,  marines,  lLc.,fmm  Philadelphia, 
asking  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land  act  of  September. 
1850. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  petition  of  Jobex  HolHnga worth, 
L.  Brenneman.  and  932  others,  citizens  of  Armstroog  coun* 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  the  freedom  of  tbe  |niI^ 
nc  lands,  and  praying  Congress  to  provide  fbr  laying  them 
out  in  &rms  and  lots  for  the  ftee  use  of  suoli  citicens  not 
possessed  of  other  lands,  and  that  the  iurisdiction  of  th« 
public  lands  be  tiansfbrred  to  States  or  Tertitocies  on  tbM 
condition. 


.  IN  SENATE. 
TuESDAT,  January  13,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMUNICATrON. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  teuipore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  showing  the  number  of  persona  employed 
in  his  office  during  the  year  1851,  and  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  each. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGfE,  of  Iowa«  it  wii« 
Ordertdf  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umport  also  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  die  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  December  29, 1851,  information  rel- 
ative to  the  construction  of  a  military  road  /ram 
Fort  Dodjge  to  Dubuque,  in  Iowa,  anid  die  ooei  of 
transporting  munitions  of  war,  proviaions,  ^be., 
used  at  that  fort  from  the  Miaeissippi  river;  which 
was  read,  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  theCommitlaeoBlfilitarjr 
Ailairs,  and  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  ;»ro<eifi7N)re  also  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
with  a  statement  of  the  payments  from  tbe  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate  mr  the  year  ending  No- 
vember 30, 1851;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  IX)DGE,  of  Iowa,  it  wa» 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  t^le  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MILLER'presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting'of  citizens  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
m  favor  of  the  intervention  of  the  United  States 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Hungary;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Reladoos. 

Mr.  SHIEILDS  presented  the  memorial  of  Am- 
brose W.  Thompson,  proposing  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  the  Postmaster  (feneral  to  convey 
the  mails  between  the  United  States  and  Ireland  in 
first-class  steamships;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  John  A. 
Lynch,  praying  compensation  for  his  servtces  as  a 
clerk  in  tne  Treasury  Department;  which,  together 
with  the  papers  on  the  nles  of  the  Senate  rdating 
to  the  same  subject,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  the  petition  of  John  8. 
Maunsell  and  William  Parker,  praying  that  a 
register  may  be  issued  to  them  for  the  brig 
''Sylphide;'*  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Powell,  by  hia 
assignee,  the  New  Orleans  Canal  and  Banking 
Company,  praying  the  appointment  of  a  board  to 
revise  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  claims  of  American  citi- 
zens a^nst  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Nathan  C.  Folgtf,  pray- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  tribunal  to  review  the 
decisions  of  the  late  Board  oi  CommiMiooeca  for 
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tiie  settldmenl  of  diums  of  American  citizens 
fl^minat  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
■kittee  of  Ciainds. 

AJ«o,  the  mecnorial  of  Ghtbriel  Viller^,  praying 
iodenuiity  for  danafee  done  to  his  property  by 
the  American  «nd  £ritiah  forces  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  a  petition  of  passed 
■udahipznen  of  the  Navy,  praying  that  a  separate 
grade  may  be  established  by  law,  with  an  increase 
of  pay*  for  that  class  of  naval  officers;  which  was 
n€enred  to  the  Conunitteejon  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  John  West  and  others  en- 
nged  in  tlie  merchant  and  privateer  service  during 
tflie  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  compen- 
vatioii  for  loss  of  time  and  privations  in  conse* 
qpence  of  their  capture  and  imprisonment  by  the 
enemy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 


Ako,  a  petition  of  forward  officers  of  the  Navy, 
praying  an  increase  of  pay;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Abo,  the  petition  of  Hugh  Wallace  Wormeley, 
fermerly  aa  officer  of  the  Navy,  praying  a}>ension; 
wriuch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 


PAPSR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

CWcraJ,  That  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Kennedy,  op 
Ike  ilev  o/  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
MStaoy  Aflaln. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr,  SHIELDS,  it  was 
OiJweil,  That  the  docomenta  on  the  filea  of  the  Senate 
T*'rlf*f  to  the  elalro  of  the  Common  Conncil  of  New  York 
etty,  for  expejute*  io  organizing,  equipping,  and  satMlsUnf 
a  ngisHvt  of  New  York  volunteerR  for  the  M eiiean  war, 
be  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflkirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  memorial  and  papers  of  L.  Ralston, 
aa  Hw  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  withdrawn  and  r^crred  to  the 
on  Indian  Anairs. 


REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTERS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tuj  Aflbirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
rehef  of  Edward  Everett,  late  a  sergeant  in  the 
United  Stales  Army,  reported  back  the  same  with- 
kCMiBent. 
He  aba,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
reftrred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 
_  representatives  of  the  late  Colonel  Alexander 
6.  Marfan,  reported  back  the  same  without 
•flteodflieni. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
MS  referred  the  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
^e  Army  by  a  retired  list  for  disabled  officers,  re- 
ported beck  the  same  with  amendments. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tttfj  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
tctief  of  the  Virginia  Woolen  Company,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  pursaance  of  notice. 


aad  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
110^  to  purchase  the  stock  owned  by  individuals 
in  toe  Lottisville  and  Portland  canal,  and  for  other 
pnrpoecs;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  (ioanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
iir.  FfiLCH,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  Ill)  for 
she  cdief  of  William  A.  Richmond ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
■ad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian^  Affairs. 

NOTICE  OF  BILL. 

ICr.  STOCKTON  gave  notive  that  he  should 
UMBorrow,  or  on  some  early  ^y  thereafter,  ask 
lea:Te  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  eontract  for  carrying  the  mails  be- 
tween Jersey  City  and  port  of  New  York  and. 
Qahray,  in  Ireland. 

COMPENDIUM  OF  PUBUC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
eofoeent  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  reso- 
lotioa  providing  for  a  compendium  of  the  annual 
paUie  documents;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  tide.    It  is  as  follows: 

Me  U^mMehi  fry  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Repretentativei 
^ike  UnUed  SUmUb  o/Jimeriea  in  Congrw  antembled^  Tbat 
n»rn*l<iil  fce,aad  be  hereby  Uantbnrized  and  requested, 
•t^H  eoiBiaam  ffiiieat  oTeacto  tXitore  eesaion  of  Coogresa,  or 
asaessrifctiriiftiy  aa  may  be  praoiicable,  to  caate  to  be  pre- 

i  of  toe  pablte  docomfnti  juroompanyisf 


tbe  Preaident'c  message,  aud  of  the  reports  ofthe  Secretary 
of  ttie  TreaiMiry  on  tbe  finances,  and  on  commerce  and  navi- 
gntion,  and  of  sucb  other  reports  cif  any  of  tbe  Secretaries 
as  may  be  of  general  interest,  embracing  only  tbe  ninre  im- 
portant portions  thereof,  for  tbj^  purpose  of  being  printed  in 
a  sinate  volume,  as  a  sutwtitate  for  the  ewtra  ;iumber8  of 
said  documents  uaretofore  published. 

Mr.  *BRADBURY.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator if  that  resolution  ought  not  to  be  referred  to 
some  committee  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  pro- 
vision in  the  latter  part  of  it  which  requires  grave 
consideration.  It  is  whether,  if  that  joint  resolu- 
tion becomes  a  law,  it  will  not  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  the  Senate  from  publishing  these  docu- 
ments at  large.  I  suggest  tliat  it  should  be  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  By  reference  to  the  phra- 
seology  of  the  resolution,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  it 
will  have  no  such  efi*ect.  The  resolution  contem- 
plates the  preparation  of  a  compendium  of  the 
more  material  portions  of  the  public  documents  in 
order  that  they  may  be  printed. '  It  does  not  de- 
clare that  they  shall  be  printed;  but  the  number 
of  docum^ts  tbat  shall  be  printed  in  full,  and  the 
number  of  compendiums  that  will  be  printed, 
will  all  be  matters  depending  on  the  future  action 
of  Congress.  After  the  resolution  is  printed,  if 
any  necessity  shall  arise  for  its  examination  it  can 
then  be  referred. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
and  print  it,  was  then  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEE  CLERKS. 

Mr.  GWIN  submitted  the  folbwing  resolution 

for  consideration: 

Re$otvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Atibin  be  aa- 
tiiorlzed  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  RUSK  submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration: 

Retoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  OIBce  and 
Post  Roads  be  and  they  are  hereby  auth<nixed  to  ampley  a 
dark. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  there  is  abiU 
upon  your  table  which  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  interests  the  public.  If  it  can  be  taken  up 
I  believe  it  will  be  passed  in  a  few  minutes.  I  al- 
lude to  the  biH  making  bounty  land  warrants  as- 
signable. I  hope  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  take  it  up,  and  to  effect  that  object  I 
move  that  all  previous  orders  be  postponed. 

Several  Senators.    It  will  lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  believe  there  are  some 
two  or  three  resolutions  on  the  calendar  as  un- 
finished business,  which  should  be  first  disposed 
of.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  be- 
lieve, thinks  the  bill  which  '^e  mentions  can  be 
taken  up  and  passed  without  discussion.  Now, 
I  happen  to  know  that  there  are  questions  involved 
in  that  bill  which  wUl  not  be  disposed  of  without 
considerable  debate.  Under  these  circumstances, 
1  hope  that  bill  will  not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  withdraw  the  motion  for 
the  present,  but  give  notice  that  on  Monday  next 
I  will  renew  it. 

PRINTING  TITE  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution: 

"Be  U  re$olped,  ^-c.  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing be  directed  to  contract  with  Donclsnn  It  Armstrong  for 
prTntin|{  the  Census  returns,  upon  such  terms  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  reasonable.** 

Which  Mr.  Smith  had  moved  to  amend  by 

substituting  the  following: 

"  It  shall  be  ttie  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
conformity  with  tbe  provisions  of  tlie  act  entitled  <  An  act 
making  appropriaUoiis  for  tbe  civil  and  di^omatic  expenses 
of  tbe  Government  for  the  year  1643,*  approved  on  the  18th 
May  of  said  year,  to  contract  for  the  composition  and  press- 
work  of——  copies  of  the  returns  of  the  Seventh  Census, 
as  the^ame  are  clasdfied  and  arraaged  by  mid  Secretary ; 
and  in  like  manner  to  contract  for  so  much  paper  and  of 
such  quality  as  lie  shall  deem  proper  for  said  work ;  and  in 
like  manner  to  contract  for  binding  said  returns  as  printed 
in  sueli  style  as  he  may  Judge  expedient :  provided  the  party 
to  each  of  said  contracts  shall  give  such  surety,  aad  said 

gaper  and  work  shall  be  subject  to  such  inspection,  as  said 
ecretary  shall  require  to  insure  a  flUthAil  performance  of 
the  same." 

Mr.  BRIGHT  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate 
at  some  length  in  defence  of  the  resolution,  and 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, [Mr.  Smith,]  of  yesterday.  This  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  wish  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  my  honorable  friend  from  In- 


diana; and  I  am  prompted  to  do  so  on  account  of 
the  personal  issue  which  my  honorable  friend 
made  with  me  last  evening.  That  honorable  Sen- 
ator saw  fit  to  remark,  that  at  the  last  session  of 
j  Congress  he  understood  me  to  take  ground  in  the 
j  Senate  in  favor  of  giving  the  printing  of  the  census 
returns  to  a  political  press  in  this  city — 1  think  he 
named  the  Republic,  I  then  suggested  that  he  was 
under  an  entire  misapprehension  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  suppose  that  my  honorable  friend 
intended  to  misrepresent  my  position  in  that  re- 
gard. The  truth  is,  that  from  the  very  outset  of 
this  business,  I  have  been  utterly  opposed  to  the 
re-introduction  into  Congees  ofthe  old  practice  of 
dispensing  the  public  printing,  on  any  principle  of 
political  mvoritism ;  and  it  so  happens  that  I  find 
myself  on  record,  in  a  train  of  remarks  submiued 
to  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  this  very  subject  of 
printing  the  census  returns,  in  which,  views  are 
expressed,  such  as  t  had  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  in  the  remarks  which  I  made  yesterday; 
and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  reading 
from  these  remarks  a  few  extract^,  showing  what 
I  said.  In  the  first  extract  which  I  will  read,  I 
remarked  as  follows: 

**  I  fully  accord  in  tbe  opinion  which  has  been  expressed 
by  my  friends  upon  tbe  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  that  the 
time  has  gone  by  for  investiiig  tbe  head  of  any  depart- 
ment with  an  arbitrary  dtscretiun  upon  this  subject  of  print- 
ing." 

And  then  again: 

«  Now,  then,  this  enmminee  has  reported  this  bill,  as  1 
have  before  remarked,  containing  the  provision  of  tlie  old 
taw,  and  onnforring  on  tha  bead  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  tbe  arbitrary  power  of  making  a  oontraoi  with  any 
individual  that  he  pleases,  and  upon  any  terms  tbat  be  may 
see  fit,  without  advertising,  without  competition.  To  any 
such  provision  in  this  bill,  I  am  utterly  opposed — not  that  I 
believe  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  tliat  Depart- 
ment would  abuse  tlie  trust  tboa  confided  in  him;  I  am  con- 
vinced he  will  execute  it  with  as  much  fidelity  as  any  other 
ofthe  distinguished  citizens  ofthe  c&untrv. 

*<Now,  ■&,  in  order  to  realize,  or  rather  to  carry  otit 
what  has  been  the  policy  of  tbe  Government  for  several 
years  past,  to  wit :  to  have  aH  the  printing  let  out  at  con- 
tract, and  given  to  the  lowest  bidder,  all  that  is  required  it' 
the  addition  of  a  fow  words  to  the  clause  of  the  twenUedk 
Motion." 

The  last  clause  reads  thus: 

**  And  further,  as  the  returns  are  made,  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  classifled  and  arranged  in  the  best  and  most  con- 
venient manner  for  use ;  and  fliousand  copies  Uiereof 
to  be  printed  for  distribution." 

"  Now.  sir,  if  the  amendment  of  my  honorable  friend 
shall  failj  I  shall  propose  to  aild  to  that  clause  these  wordar 
*  On  contract,  as  now  provided  by  law.  *   That  is  to  «ay,  te 
the  lowest  bidder.*' 

And  dien,  again,  I  remarked: 

'*  I  would  say  that  I  am  not  for  sutMridizlng  the  press  of 
tbe  city,  either  the  Whig  or  the  Democratic  presa— either 
tbe  one  or  the  other.**  . 

And  again: 

«  As  tt>  the  scheme  of  giving  the  printing,  at  this  late 
day,  to  the  political  press  ofthis  city,  it  is  a  proposition  thai 
I  shall  resist  io  the  uttermost,  and  at  all  times.** 

And  finally,  I  remarked : 

**l  mm  opposed  to  the  existing  sjFstem  of  prlntiof.  It 
must  be  amended ;  and  I  trust  that  before  the  present  Con- 
gress is  over,  we  may  have  some  plan  of  doing  tltc  Con- 
gressional printing  which  will  secure  aceuracy,good  quality, 
expedition,  and  all  the  other  elements  which  are  in(U»pens- 
able  to  the  transaction  of  business  of  Congress.  I  intend, 
sir,  to  spsist  now,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  the  connect ioa 
of  the  public  printing  with  tlie  political  prci^-s  6f  thi^  city, 
whether  upon  the  one  side  or  the  other.  I  therefore  insirt 
that  tbe  31st  secUon  is  exactly  right ;  and  with  respect  to 
the  preceding  section,  all  Uiat  is  required  is  simply  the  addi- 
tion of  four  or  five  words  such  as  I  have  alreaoy  suggested 
tn  the  Senate.** 

Such,  Mr.  President,  were  my  views  thep,  aa 
^e'y  have  been  at  all  times;  and  1  have  resisted  to 
the  uttermost,  and  on  all  occasions,  the  idea  of 
breaking  up  the  existing  policy  of  the  two  Honsee 
of  Congress,  and  letting  out  the  printing— either 
the  printing  of  Congress  or  the  departmental  print- 
ing— to  the  lowest  bidder.  But  1  understand  my 
honorable  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  fiaicnT]  to 
sny,  that  the  amendment  which  I  propose  to  his 
resolution  contemplates  giving  this  printing  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  be  disposed  of  by  him 
arbitrarily  and  at  his  own  discretion;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  confer  upon  him  the  power,  if  he  should 
see  fit,  to  confer  the  execution  of  the  work  upon 
some  portion  of  the  public  press  in  the  city.  I  re- 
gret very  much,  Mr.  Presiclent,  that  when  I  closed 
my  remarks  yesterday,  I  did  not  move  the  print- 
ing of  this  amendment;  and  when  I  consider  the 
character  of  my  cbiroffraphy,  I  will  not  complain 
that  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana  TMr.  • 
Brioht]  should  have  entirely  misapprehended  the 
character  of  this  amendment.    It  does  not,  sir,  pro* 


260 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  I^^ 


pose  at  all  to  confer  any  discretionary  power  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  On  the  contrary,  it 
requires  him,  in  the  first  place,  to  let  out  the  com- 
position and  the  press- work;  in  the  next  place,  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  paper;  and  in  the  t|iird 
place,  to  contract  for  the  binding,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  •*  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  1842;" 
or,  in  other  words,  to  let  it  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der; to  advertise  it  in  the  public  papers  for  thirty 
days;  to  receive  the  bids  of  all  those  who  choose 
to  enter  into  this  competition,  and  then  to  let  it  out 
to  those  who  will  do  the  work  for  the  lowest  price, 
according  to  the  speci^cations — the  party  bidding 
to  give  security,  and  the  work,  the  wholie  work — 
the  paper,  the  composition,  (he  press-work,  and 
the  binding — to  be  subjected  to  such  supervision 
and  inspection*  as  the  honorable  Secretary  may 
deem  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  secure  a  full  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  contract.  By  my  pro- 
posed amendment,  therefore,  I  banish  all  favorit- 
ism in  the  execution  of  the  work  in  any  and  every 
form,  and  put  it  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  de- 
partmental printing,  except  in  one  or  two  points 
which  I  reeard  as  improvements,  such  as  the  sepa- 
rating of  the  printing  and  press- work  from  the 
purchase  of  the  paper,  and  tnese  again  from  the 
oinding — ^making  each  department  distinct;  and 
then  again  in  requiring  security  and  inspection 
and  supervision  m  the  execution  of  the  work. 
There  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  any  favoritism.  The 
work  is  to  be  done  on  the  lowest  terms,  and  it  will 
be  done,  ^  have  no  doubt,  in  a  manner  which  will 
be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Departments,  as  well 
as  to  Congress  and  the  people  of  the  country  in 
general. 

Again,  Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana  saw^fit  to  remark,  that  I  had,  as  he 
presumed,  greatly  underrated  the  value  of  this 
work,  and  that  I  seemed  to  suppose  that  it  was  of 
yery  little  consequence-i— that  it  was  a  thing  to  be 
printed  and  thrown  aside,  like  many  other  docu- 
ments, as  of  no  value.  In  his  argument,  how- 
ever, the  Senator  says  it  is  a  work  of  very  great 
value — that  it  is  to  go  into  the  records  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  into  our  colleges  and  the  various 
States  of  xhe  Union;  and  the  honorable  Senator 
saw  fit  to  have  read,  at  the  desk  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Senate,  some  eulogies  by  some  forei^  writer 
(I  hardly  know  who)  on  the  value  of  this  work, 
and  speaking  of  it  as  being  a  very  great  improve- 
ment on  any  work  of  this  character,  either  in  this 
country  or  in  Europe.  Sir,  I  have  not  under- 
yalued  this  work.  I  know  that  it  is  a  work  of 
high  importance.,  fiut  what,  let  me  ask  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Indiana,  has  that  to  do  with 
printing  it  at  the  Union  office?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion I  wish  him  to  answer  me.  What  has  the 
importance  of  the  work  to  do  with^e  printing 
of  It  at  the  Umon  office  without  an]^  conipetitors  ? 
What  has  that  to  do  with  the  question  or  the  pro- 
priety of  conferring  this  work  upon  the  political 
press  of  this  city  as  a  matter  of  favoritism  ?  I 
do  not  know  but  that  there  may  be  Senators 
enough  to  carry  out  such  a  scheme;  but  at  all 
events  I  am  going  to  wait  to  hear  the  votes  of 
Senators  announced  before  I  will  believe  that  they 
will  do  it.  But  the  honorable  Senator  stands  up 
and  gravely  tells  the  Senate  that  this  work  is  un- 
disposed of—- that  it  is  a  sort  of  waif  and  estray, 
which  the  honorable  Senator  proposes  we  should 
captiye  and  deliver  over  to  the  proprietors  of  ilie 
Union  newspaper  in  this  city.  And  "it  is  work," 
says  the  honorable  Senator,  that  is  "undisposed 
of!"  And  this  is  saidj  I  presume,  to  alleviate 
any  littlct  irritation  of  conscience  which  there  may 
be;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  a  good  deal 
on  all  sides  of  this  Chamber  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  this  course.  It  is  a  work  which 
the  honorable  Senator  says  is  "undisposed  of!" 
And  why  is  it  undisposed  of?  Simply  because 
we  have  not  ordered  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  print  it.  And  if  it  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
then  it  would  come  under  the  law  of  1842,  which 
tells  the  Senator  from  Indiana  that  it  shall  not  go 
into  the  Union  office,  or,  in  other  words,  that  it 
shall  not  be  disposed  of  unless  they  do  it  in  this 
form.  The  Senate  is  to  make  this  order,  and 
then  comes  in  the  law  of  1842  to  take  hold  of  it. 
The  gentleman  proposes  to  alter  this  law  to  take 
it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  proper  party,  and  to 
hand  it  over  to  my  friend  from  Arkansas,  [Mr. 
Borland.]    He   a^;ain   [Mr.   Borlakd]  replies 


that  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  I  re- 
spect and  honor  him  very  much  for  coming^  to  such 
a  conclusion.  He  does  not  like  the  job.  But, 
says  my  honorable  friend  from  Indiana,  **  i  guess 
I  can  find  Senators  who  would  be  willing  to  do 
this."  Possibly  be  may;  1  do  not  know,  but  he 
will.  Perhaps  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana himself  will  volunteer  to  help  this  most  lucra- 
tive job  into  the  office  of  a  certain  concern,  for 
the  welfare  of  which  he  appears  to  have  a  pro- 
found solicitude. 

"  But,"  again  says  the  honorable  Senator,  ♦*  I 
can  furnish  you  a  precedent  for  all  this,  because 
Congress  has  been  buying  books  from  Qales  db 
Seaton  for  I  doii*t  know  how  long — about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century — and  handing  them  over  to  them- 
selves." Very  well;  I  can  tell  that  honorable 
Senator  that  I  nave  not  a  very  exalted  opinion  of 
that  operation ;  and  if  he  will  introduce  a  proposi- 
tion to  repeal  the  whole  system,  I  will  vote  for  his 
proposition,  and  restore  all  the  books  that  I  have 
^ot,  to  the  Government.  I  say  that  a  more  waste- 
ful, more  prodigal,  more  wicked  system  of  dis- 
bursing the  public  money  never  existed  on  earth 
than  tnis  system  of  distributing  books  among 
members  of  Congress.  I  do  not  say  this  with 
the  view  of  being  understood  as  objecting  to  any 
pay  which  members  ^et  either  in  the  form  of  mile- 
age or  per  diem.  It  is  not  because  I  believe  that 
they  really  j^et  anything  more  than  a  fair  compen- 
sation for  their  services  here.  I  know  that  I  earn 
every  dollar  which  I  receive  here;  and  if  I  have  a 
trifle  to  carry  home  to  keep  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  my  family  during  the  recess,  I  think  I  do  very 
well.  It  is  not  because  we  take  out  of  the  public 
treasury  ^17  to  pay  for  a  volume  to  give  to  a 
member  that  I  object — seventeen  ^dollars  to  pay 
for  that  which  is  absolutely  not  worth  three  dol- 
lars. We  pay  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  every 
year  for  what  is  of  no  real  use  to  us. 

A  Senator,  (in  his  seat.)  Oh,  move  to  divide 
the  money  amongst  ourselves. 

Mr.  SMITH,  (laughingly:)  Yes  if  we  could 
divide  the  money  among  ourselves,  there  would 
be  some  propriety  in  that — some  good  common 
sense  in  that;  but  for  the  sake  of  conferring  some 
little  miserable  picayune  benefit  upon  this  member, 
or  upon  that  one,  when  he  newly  comes  to  Con- 
gress— and  I  take  my  full  share  of  responsibility 
on  this  matter,  for  I  have  had  these  books  myself, 
and  when  they  are  applied  for  for  others  who  have 
not  received  them,  1  ain  constrained  to  vote  for 
them  for  very  shame,  because  I  myself  have  had 
them— rbut  I  say,  in  all  earnestness,  that  it  would 
be  infinitely  better,  if  this  system  is  to  be  con- 
tinued, to  take  this  mone^  openly  and  manfully 
out  of  the  Treasury  and  distribute  it  amongst  our- 
selves, than  to  resort  to  this  indirect  method  of 
increasing  the  remuneration  of  members  in  a  mode 
which  is  really  of  very  little  value  to  us  one 
way  or  the  other.  But  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana  says  that  because  this  old  and  corrupt 
system — and  I  beg  pardon  for  using  the  word 
"corrupt,"  for  I  mean  nothing  ofiensive  by  the 
way  in  which  I  use  it — which  has  come  down  to 
us,  I  do  not  know  how  long,  is  still  in  use,  and 
because  we  are  in  the  habit  of  ordering  books  for 
members  of  Congress,  and  now  that  we  have  a 
piece  of  departmental  printing,  which  the  honorable 
Senator  thinks  will  cost  not  more  than  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reckoning  on  tRe  basis  of 
six  dollars  per  volume  as  the  cost  of  the  Archives, 
whereas  that  cost  was  no  less  than  seventeen  dol- 
lars a  volume;  and  because 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  correct  the  Senator, 
I  did  not  use  the  word  "  corrupt,"  nor  did  I  say 
anything  against  the  system  of  printing  books.  I 
have  never  voted  for  books;  I  have  always  voted 
against  the  practice,  though  I  have  taken  (hem, 
as  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  has 
also. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  sensible,  in  speaking  of  the 
distribution  of  books  among  members,  tliat  I  have 
traveled  in  some  degree  out  of  the  prop"fer  limits; 
but  the  honorable  Senator  referred  to  it,  as  being 
some  justification  of  this  extraordinary  measure. 
I  think  I  am  .in  order  to  denounce  this  system  as 
an  abuse.  But  after  all,  what  is  it  but  buying 
books  ?  It  is  not  Congressional  printing,  it  is  not 
departmental  printing;  it  is  buying  certain  books, 
containing  a  great  deal  of  information  which  we 
distribute  among  the  members  for  the  purpose,  as 
we  suppose,  of  enabling  us  the  better  to  discharge 


our  duties  here.  But  I  must  confess  they  have 
had  very  little  effect  so  far.  as  I  am  coiicen»edyfor 
tliere  are  many  volumes  of  them  into  which  I  have 
never  looked.  I  know  that  Congress  ^as  ptir- 
chased  booksy  and  has  paid  for  th^m  a  great  deal 
more  than  they  were  worth;  and  I  hope  tkat  when 
nay  friend  brings  up  the  subject  as  one  to  be  imi- 
tated, he  does  not  propose  that  We  shall  pay  this 
enormous  price  of  #17  per  copy;  for  if  he  does, 
instead  of  $300,000,  it  will  cost  half  a  millioA  of 
dolfars  at  tne  very  least. 

But  how  does  he  know  it  will  cost  only 
$300,000?  On  what  basis  does  he  moke  that  cal- 
culation ?  Has  the  Senator  told  how  many  copiea 
of  this  work  he  proposes  to  have  printed  r  and  im 
it  not  absolutely  necessary  that  Congress  should 
settle  the  question  in  regtfrd  to  the  number  of 
copies  before  anybody  can  make  any  calculatioo 
on  the  expense  of  the  work,  or  even  the  coia  of 
composition,  to  say  nothing  about  press-work? 
Now  my  friend---«nd  I  certainly  cherish  for  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  sentiments  of  the  very  hie^h- 
est  respect;  I  know  he  is  a  vigilant  and  highly- 
valuable  member  of  this  body,  and  I  will  do  him 
the  justice  to  say  here,  that  I  know  of  no  man 
who  is  more  prompt,  more  energetic,  and  more 
determined  in  resisting  the  passage  through  this 
Senate  of  any  bUl  which  will  be  likely  to  cast  a 
burden  upon  the  Treasury,  witliout  the  severest 
scrutiny »  and  will  more  insist  on  knowing  all  the 
elements  of  the  cost^-on  this  occasion  seems  to  be 
prepared  to  go  to  fhe  entire  extent  of  the  result 
which  may  mllow  from  his  proposition,  without 
knowing  what  number  of  copies  we  are  to  have 
printed;  and  he  proposes  to  rush  iiito  this  field  at 
once,  and  in  the  dark. 

There  appears  to  be  something  that  has  dis- 
armed the  usual  vigUance  of  hriy  fnend  from  Indi- 
ana, for  he  says  the  Secretary  tells  him  this 
moning  that  he  has  one  State  done.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  they  have  been  in  arriving  at  that 
point  of  consummation;  and  when  the  remaining 
States  are  to  be  completed,  I  do  not  know. 

Sir,  I  know  that  Congress  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  buying  books;  and  1  know  that  we  provide  for 
the  publication  of  our  debates — to  wnat  profit  1 
will  not  undertake  to  say*  or  with  what  atilUy  to 
the  country.  We  paid  at  the  last  Congress  $7  50 
per  column  for  the  publication  of  our  speeches  in 
the  InUUigeneer,  and  $7  50  to  the  Union,  Ths 
InteUigeneer  could  not  live  by  it^  and  has  thaw- 
fore  gone  out  of  the  business.  Biit  the  Umom 
continues  to  prosecute  the  work,  and  I  hope  will 
prosecute  it  with  success.  As  it  is  very  important, 
or  is  supposed  to  be  very  important,  that  our  de- 
bates should  be  published  in  full,  if  $7  50  is  not 
a  sufficient  compensation  to  the  "Union»"I  am 
willing  to  add  to  it»  particularly  as  we  are  now 
relievM  from  the  expanse  of  publishing  them  in 
the  "  Intelligencer."  But  wnat  has  that  to  do 
with  the  question  before  us?  What  if  we  do  hire 
the  Union  to  print  our  debates,  what  if  we  do  not 
open  the  printing  of  our  debates  to  competition  ? 
This  is  a  matter  relating  to  departmental  {printing; 
and  I  say  that  the  very  moment  we  determine 
upon  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed,and  order 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  print  the  work,  it 
comes  under  the  operation  of  existing  laws,  and  is 
disposed  of. 

But,  Mr.  President,  after  having  addressed  the 
Senate,  perhaps  at  an  unreasonable  len|^,  yester- 
day, upon  this  subject,  I  do  not  deem  it  rignt  that 
I  should  trespass  further  upon  the  time  ana  atten- 
tion of  this  body;  and  I  have  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  patience  and  attention  that  has  been  shown 
in  listenuig  to  me. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
this  subject,  though  I  enter  upon  it  with  great  re- 
luctance, and,  if  uie  Senate  will  excuse  me,  with 
freat  diffidence,  [laughter]  ^  because,  sir,  we  have 
been  entertained,  of  late,  with  such  lofty  subjects, 
the  safety  of  the  Union,  the  spirit  of  the  age,  prog- 
ress, manifest  destiny,  national  intervention,  the 
Magyar  race,  d^c.,  that  it  is  aj^reat  effort  to  dip 
the  win^  of  a  man's  imagination  and  come  down 
to  a  printing  office,  and  deal  in  such  a  common- 
place subject  as  the  mere  printing  of  these  Census 
returns  will  be.  But  it  is  a  part  of  what  we  are 
bound  to  do,  and  we  must  do  it.  I  apprehend 
that  a  great  mistake  has  arisen  fVom  the  fact  that 
we  are  endeavoring  to  be  a  little  more  pure,  a  lit- 
tle more  patriotic  than  our  poor  human  nature 
will  allow  us  to  be.  And  here  is  an  opportunity 
ofi*ered  to  us-^I  mean,  to  us  Democrats-— to  do  a 
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_  pubHc  benefit  to  the  country,  and  a  little  pri- 

Tate  oenefit  to  a  party  at  the  same  time;  and  that 
a  ^reat  e;ood  ana  a  smaH  §ood  can  be  effected  at 
once.     W£  had  better  not  islmt  our  eyes  to  the 
existing  realities  about  us,  and  to  strain  them  at 
00 me  great  national  object  that  does  not  exist. 
IV e  had  better  look  close  at  hard.    We  have  a 
eountry  first,  and  the  country  has  got  a  Whig  and 
a  Democratic  party  in  it.      We  cannot  get  along 
irithout  them;  and  the  next  thing  to  be  looked  at 
ia,   that  the  party  cannot  get  along  without  an 
or^an.     Who  ever  heard  <S*  a  party  without  an 
ov^an  ?      Bat  tlie  countiyman,  who  never  saw  an 
organ,  and  sees  for  the  first  time  the  man  who  is 
pcrforfDing  Q[>on  one,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  mnn  who  is  touching  the  keys  is  the  only  one 
egnp^oyed   in  making  the  music.     He  .does  not 
Icnow'that  there  is  a  boy  behind,  who  blows 
the   bellows.     [Laughter.]     What   sort    of  an 
or^n    would  it  be   without  somebody  behind? 
This  bill  is  the  boy  that  blows  the  beflows;  this 
is  the  irind  that  fiUs  the  pipes;  the  keys  are  to  be 
ptayed  elsewhere.    All  tnat  the  public  ordinarily 
•ess,  is  the  man;  the  bellows  boy  is  behind.    The 
bcQows  boy  in  this  case  has  to  sit  behind  and — 
**  imiae  the  wind,"  as  a  friend  near  me  suggests. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  a  little  ungenerous  in 
the  WhtgB — etandinff  on  a  high  moral  platform — 
I  DOW  stand  on  a  hi^  pladbrm,  1  can  look  down 
spon  and  talk  to  both  parties — 1  say  it  seems  to 
Be  a  little  ungenerous  m  the  Whigs  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  aothority  which  the  honorable  Senator 
ftom  Jndiana  has  adduced,  have  had    bellows 
Idowers  ftfr  a  long  time,  and  their  keys  hav^  been 
ioaehed,  for  Whig  organs  will  not  go  without  bel- 
lows blowing  any  more  than  Democratic  organs— 
I  say  it  is  a  Tittle  hard,  when  they  have  had  their 
befiows  bloWed  so  long,  that  they  are  not  willing 
to  have  these  new  performers  have  the  benefit  of  a 
Enle  wind.    Donelson  dc  Armstrong  cannot  touch 
ibe  keys  without  this  blowing,  and  I  am  willing  to 
give  a  Hberal  quantity  of  wind;  I  am  willing  to 
^ire  snjrthipg  not  very  extravagant;  and  I  hope, 
if  we  do  this,  as  we  certainly  shall — for ^  we  all 
know  where  Uie  majority  is— we  are  a  majority 
kere,ar,l  mean  we,  the  Democrats,  and  we  are 
gouig  to  have  a  broad  platform,  broad  enough  for 
aneonscr^iftivesand  republicans  to  stand  upon,  both 
^orth  add  South — being  in  a  decided  majority ,  we 
shalf  CBffiy  this  measure  in  one  way  or  another. 
TliAre  is  00  doubt  about  it,  for  human  nature  is 
as   faBman  now  as  it   ever  has   been,    and    it 
wM  continue  to  be  the  same,  at  least  till  after  the 
m9Xt  presidential  election.    Well,  I  hope,  looking 
ID  die  future,  that  afUr  we  have  been  so  liberal, 
ottr  UberaQjty  will  continue,  for  there  is  another 
Mctyy  a  very  small  party,  I  mean  now  the  Free- 
Soil  party — and  they,  too,  want  wind.    Thev  only 
pablish  a  wedcly  paper  now,  but  by  and  by,  as 
the  party  is  progressing,  they  may  nave  a  daily 
1;  and  if  they  do,  their  or^an  cannot  go  any 
than  yoqrs  can  without  wmd.    And  1  hope 
1  whose  or^^ans  have  been  so  long  making 
sweet  music,  the  public  all  the  while  blowing 
bdlows,  will  show  some  magnanimity  to  them 
they  come  forward  with  their  very  modest 
ft  to  raise  a  little  wind.    Now  tliis,  I  think, 
is  the  real,  sober,  matter  of  fact  view  of  the  case. 
^X'hst  is  to  say,  this  is  what  we  will  talk  over  be- 
twccD  ourselves.    I  hope  the^  reporters  will  not 
prist  this,  because  this  is  not  for  the  public;  it  is 
fyr  us.     Our  organs  want  wind;  we  have  the 
mcsos  to  give    it  to  them,  and  we  will   give 
it  to  them.    I  know  that  this  will  be  a  favor 
•o  these  gentlemen,  I  know  that  if  I  were  in 
It  I  forgot,  I  am  of  the  Democratic 
^',  [laughter;]  hut  if  1  were  differently  situ- 
1^  I  woiud  go  for  giving  to  my  friends  in  pref- 
to  those  who  are  opposed  to  us.    Now,  as 
the  natural  and  common-sense  view  of  the 
le  view  we  all  take  of  it,  the  view  that 
everybody  has  taken  since  the  fall  of  Adam — I 
4^9  not  mean  of  Adams — as  it  is  the  proper  view, 
why  not  come  up  to  it  at  once  ?    I  presume  that 
Dsnelson  db  Anastrong  are  highly  respectable 
gesdanien;  I  do  not  know  them.    And  I  hope 
Uierewin  be  a  provision,  or  that  the  commiuee 
win  snsnge  the  matter  «o  that  what  we  do  for  the 
Cidmt  now   will    not   prejudice    Mr.   Ritchie's 
dainMf  because  he  said  that  he  played  and  fur- 
pishri  the  wind.    I  hope  then  this  will  not  preju- 
chumi  but  that  we  shall  remember  him. 

f*  Let  oihen  h^l  tbe  rising  8iia~ 
1 1«w  to  him  wboM  riKe  te  run.'* 


And  I  hope  we  will  not  forget  to  reward — not  to 
reward ,  but  do  a  patriotic  act  to  those  coming  on 
the  stage.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  a  majority 
of  this  Senate  will  givo  this  patronage  to  their 
friends.  It  would  be  strange  if  they  did  not.  I 
think  if  my  friend  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Smith] 
was  in  power,  he  would  do  the  same  thing;  if  he 
would  not,  he  would  not  live  up  to  that  reputa- 
tion he  has  acquired,  for  his  reputation  has  been 
that  he  will  stand  by  his  friends.  No  man  need 
bhish  for  that.  1  hope  my  friends  will  stand  by 
me.  I  have  not  a  great  many  here,  sir;  but  I 
hope  what  few  1  have  will  stand  by  me. 

Now  let  us  have  done  with  this  matter.  I  have 
no  doubt  this  will  help  the  Union^  and  I  am  will- 
ing that  it  should  be  helped.  The  great  Union 
has  been  saved,  and  the  little  Unicn  ought  to  be 
helped ;  and  the  two  acts  are  in  unison.  I  hope 
we  shall  all  take  this  practical  view  of  it.  I  trust 
I  do  not  offend  the  sensibilities  of  any  one;  1 
hope  nobody  is  loaded  with  a  flowery  speech, 
full  of  tropes  and  figures  of  rhetoric,  wno  will  be 
shocked  at  the  apparently  trifling  manner  in  which 
I  have  treated  this  subject.  I  am  in  earnest;  and 
being  so,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Connecticut  and  Indiana,  that  1  oo  not  im- 
peach their  motives  in  the  least.  I  believe  there 
itr  a  good  deal  of  human  nature  in  mankind  gen- 
erally, and  as  much  of  it  in  these  honorable  Sena- 
tors as  there  is  in  high-minded  men  everywhere, 
and  not  any  more.  And  I  believe  that  manifest 
destiny  points  to  this  manner  of  doing  this  print- 
ing. Let  us  bow  to  manifest  destiny,  and  let  us 
not  spend  a  great  deal  more  time  in  discussing 
this  question.  I  hope  I  have  given  a  rationed 
view  of  this  subject — one  that  will  commend  itself 
to  the  mind  of  every  Senator,  and  that  we  shall 
be  disposed  to  come  to  a  decision  of  this  question 
at  once. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  The 
resolution  and  amendment  both  contemplate  the 
printing  of  the  census  returns,  and  it  is  a  question 
of  judgment  submitted  to  this  body  which  is  the 
best  plan,  and  which  will  carry  out  the  object  of 
the  Senate,  and  be  most  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try. That  is  the  question  on  which  we  are  to 
divide,  and  I  am  sure,  for  one,  that  party  con- 
sidemtions  will  not  influence  the  votes  of  the 
majority  of  this  body.  The  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  proposes  that  this  printing  shall 
be  let  out  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  of  this 
body,  and  designates  that  a  contract  shall  be  made 
with  persons  therein  named.  Now  I  object  to 
this  course,  for  the  reason  that  it  excludes  all 
competition,  and  places  the  publication  of  an  im- 
portant work  in  the  hands  of  a  mere  newspi^r 
establishment — ^not  a  bookbinding  or  book  printing 
establishment  at  all. 

It  is  said  that  there  is  a  precedent  for  this.  That 
is  very  true.  Both  parties  in  Congress  at  dififerent 
times  have  probably  pursued  this  course;  but  the 
question  at  present  is,  has  there  ever  been,  since 
this  Gk>vemment  commenced,  one  single  proposi- 
tion for  printing  for  the  benefit  of  tne  country 
involving  so  large  an  amount?  What  is  the  ques- 
tion ?  It  is  in  truth  an  appropriation  of  from  three 
hundred  thousand  to  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  public  money  to  execute  this  printing. 
The  Senator  from  Indiana  puts  down  this  work 
at  six  dollars  per  volume,  and  makes  it  to  consist 
of  two  volumes,  thus  making  twelve  doUars  for 
the  set;  and  he  limits  the  number  to  twenty-five 
thousand  volumes,  which  makes  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  sir,  if  Senators 
will  only  reflect  for  a  moment,  I  think  they  will 
soon  perceive  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  has 
^not  given  us  more  than  half  the  estimate  of  what 
this  work  will  actually  cost.  Look  at  all  the  his- 
tory of  the  pasty  and  all  the  precedents  that  can 
be  cited,  the  patent  reports  and  others,  and  see 
whether  this  is  not  the  case.  This  document  will 
be  admitted  to  be  a  vastly  more  important  publi- 
cation than  any  we  have  ever  ordered.  Suppose, 
now,  that  we  should  print  fifty  thousand  copfes— 
and  a  fViend  on  whose  judgment  I  can  rely,  sup- 
poses we  shall  aeed  that  number — then  the  amount 
will  run  up  to  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Now,  what  is  it  that  we  want?  We  want  a 
book  published  in  the  best  and  cheapest  style;  and 
the  question  is,  what  plan  shall  we  adopt  to  effect 
this?  I  maintain,  Mr.  President,  and  I  think  I 
can  show  it  satisfactorily,  that  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 


Connecticut  [Mr.  ISmith]  is  the  proper  plan.  And 
what  is  that  plan  ?  It  is  that  the  work  shall  be  let 
out  under  contract  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
And  why  is  it  proper  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  should  have  something  to  do  with  this 
work?  Has  not  the  Census  been  taken  under  the 
law,  through  that  department  of  the  Government? 
Is  not  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  the  head 
of  that  bureau,  subject  to  the  GKivemment  of  the 
country?  Certainly.  Who  kno\^s  most  about 
the  plan  of  this  worki  or  about  the  way  in  which 
the  compendium  has  been  formed,  or  how  it  should 
be  printed,  so  as  best  to  carrv  out  the  intentions  of 
Congress,  as  perfected  in  ana  tlirough  the  Interior 
Department,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior?  And 
is  it  not  well  known  to  this  body  that  the  printing 
of  this  work  will  be  commenced  before  the  worE 
itself  is  completed  in  the  ofllce  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  ?  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  a  maUer  involv- 
ing so  many  figures — for  I  believe  the  work  will 
consist  pretur  much  of  figures,  except  merely  a 
few  words  of^introduction  to  each  State— with inis 
exception,  all  the  rest  are  statistics,-^!  say,  that  in 
a  matter  where  there  are  so  many  figures,  there 
must  be  liability  to  very  many  errors.  And  how 
are  thoie  errors  to  be  avoided  or  corrected  except 
by  those  who  superintend  the  publication?  And 
who  can  better  superintend  the  publication  than 
the  head  of  the  Census  Bureau,  or  Superintendent 
of  the  Census,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior?  Sir,  it  is  clear  that  no  one  can  do 
it  so  well  as  he. 

And  here  permit  me  to  throw  out  a  suggestion 
for  the  consideration  of  both  sides  of  this  House, 
whether  they  be  Democrats  or  Whigs.  What 
would  be  the  suggestion  which  would  he  made  in 
relation  to  this  resolution,  if  we  were  to  pass  it 
just  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  election?  Would 
It  not  be  said  that  through  the  a^ncy  of  partj 
power,  we  had  made  an  appropriation  of  public 
money  to  sustain  an  organ  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government?  I  do  not  make  any  such  charge; 
but  it  is  our  duty  so  to  legislate  as  to  prevent  Uie 
public  mind  from  entertaming  the  belief  that  we 
are  influenced  here  by  improper  motives.  Now, 
how  can  this  best  be  done  ?  Why ,  sir,  by  doing 
that  which  is  right— by  doing  our  duty,  and  then 
endeavoring  to  satisfy  the  country  that  what  we 
have  done  is  right.  And  I  submit  it  to  you,  and 
to  every  Senator  on  this  floor,  if  we  as  individu- 
als had  the  contract  to  let  out,  having  to  pay  from 
three  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  whether 
we  would  not  do  it  under  special  contract,  and  let 
it  out  to  the  low^  bidder,  first  giving  him  tbe 
means  of  ascertaining  the  terms  we  proposed,  and 
the  character  of  the  work  which  we  desired  to 
have  done?  We  should  certainly  do  this.  We 
would  feel  ourselves  bound  to  employ  those  per* 
sons  whom  we  believed  would  do  the  work  best, 
and  at  the  cheapest  rate.  And  who,  atf,  under- 
stands this  matter  best?  and  who  should  be  our 
agent?  Not  the  Committee  on  Printing  of  the 
Senate,  for  their  chairman  refuses  to  undertake 
the  great  and  important  work  of  making  a  contract 
by  which  from  three  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  are  to  be  expended.  Why  does  he  refuse  ? 
Because,  he  bavs,  tnat  he  is  not  competent;  that 
it  is  not  in  the  line  of  his  usual  vocation;  that  he 
has  not  the  requisite  judgment  to  protect  the 
country  throu^  his  instrumentality  from  prob- 
able imposition  or  from  a  bad  contract.  This  is 
honest  and  correct  on  his  part. 

Where  then  can  we  next  best  go  to  ?  We  so 
to  the  head  of  the  Interior  Department.  And  who 
is  the  head  of  that  Department?  And  what  «ure 
his  qualifications  for  this  business  ?  We  all  know 
that  so  fiir  as  printing  is  concerned,  he  is  an  in- 
dividual who  nas  more  printing  to  be  done  than 
any  other  of  the  Secretaries  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  this  Government.  And^  has  not  the 
printing  of  these  various  departments  for  years 
been  done  under  contracts  made  by  the  gentlemen 
at  the  head  of  these  various  departments?  Cer- 
tainly it  has.  And  has  not  that  printing  been  sat- 
isfactory ?  Have  we  ever  heard  of  any  complaints 
similar  to  those  which  we  have  heard  in  reference 
to  the  printing  of  the  Senate?  No,  sir;  not  any. 
Why  tnen  do  we  say  "  We  will  not  trust  you?" 
Why  take  it  from  him  ?  Is  he  not  as  competent 
as  the  committee  of  this  House?  And  will  he  not 
be  more  competent  when  he  can  say  to  the  world, 
**  Here  is  a  contract  which  will  involve  the  expendi- 
ture of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  I  require 
these  census  returns  to  be  published  scooraing 
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to  the  plan  or  size  of  a  certain  book,  on  such  and 
Buch  paper,  and  the  binding  to  be  done  in  such 
ftnd  such  amanncrand  who  is  the  public  printer-,'* 
from  Appleton,  of  Boston,  to  Harpers,  o(  New 
York,  who  will  undertake  this  work,  and  do  it 
cheapest,  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior?  Are  we  to  suppose 
that  he  will  propose  a  plan  for  the  work  not  dura-^ 
We  in  its  character,  and  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try? Not  at  all.  Then  by  this  means  we  have 
competition,  and  competition  regulates  prices. 
Competition  brings  down  labor  to  the  mere  point 
where  it  can  make  support,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
make  it  so.  Now,  I  ask,  is  the  Uixiott  office  to  be 
deprived  of  the  same  privilege,  or  the  InUUigencer 
or  any  book-binding  establishment  in  the  United 
States?  No.  They  come  in  competition;  and  if 
they  have  the  material,  and  the  times  and  the 
proper  capacity  to  execute  the  work,  there  fs  the 
public  aimouncement;  put  in  your  bid,  and  if  you 
are  the  lowest  bidder  you  will  get  it.  By  this  mode 
•you  will  not  exclude  the  GMe  or  the  Republic^ 
or  any  other  office.  And  why  then  give  it  exclu- 
sively to  the  Utuon  7  Is  it  because  they  can  do  it 
better  than  any  other?  Not  at  all.  They  may 
do  it  equally  as  well.  The  only  objection  I  have  to 
the  resolution  is,  that  by  it  you  confine  the  print- 
ing to  certain  individuals,  and  deprive  the  country 
Of  the  benefit  of  competition. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  said  that  our  work  has 
been  badly  done.  In  some  instances,  I  admit  this 
may  be  so,  but  to  make  this  declaration  with  re- 
spect to  all  o{  it,  is  unjust  towards  that  old  gentle- 
man who  formerly  did  our  pinting.  I  speak  of 
Mr.  Ritchie.  To  say  that  his  work,  so  far  as  the 
printing  is  concerned,  w&s  not  done  honestly,  and 
in  good  ftiith,  is  not  true.  The  printing  by  Mr. 
Hamilton  has  been  better  than  for  many  years 
preceding,  and  the  paper  has  been  honestly  sup- 
plied, and  all  the  material  has  been  such  as  shows 
durability  and  clearness  upon  its  face. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  wish  to  inauire  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  if  I  undferslood  him  to  say 
that  the  printing  has  been  done  according  to  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  is  my  dutv  to  sa^  that 
I  have  most  carefully  examined  botn  the  printing 
and  the  paper,  weighing  the  paper  with  a  pair  of 
scales,  prepared  expressly  for  that  pui7>OBe,  and  I 
find  it  to  fall  short,  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent., 
of  what  the  contract  requires. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  am  not  creaking  about  the 
contract;  I  maintain,  though,  t|)ieu  the  paper  and 
printing  are  both  clear,  and  to  my  eye  very 
good. 

But  it  is  alleged,  on  the  one  side,  that  you  have 
fkiled  in  all  the  special  contracts  which  ^'ou  have 
made;  and  on  the  other,  that  all  the  contracts 
which  yt$u  have  made  by  letting  out  the  work  to 
the  lowest  bidder  have  been  artotal  failure.  I  will 
ask  of  the  Senate,  where  is  the  special  contract, 
which  was  made  with  the  lowest  bidder  according 
to  the  terms  specified,  that  has  not  been  conformed 
to  and  the  printing:  well  done  for  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States?  Is  it  your  "Blue  Book?"  Is  it 
Schoolcraft's  publication  in  relation  to  the  abori- 
gines oC  tliis  country  ?  They  have  come  up  to  the 
public  expectation.  They  have  come  up  to  the 
contract.  And,  besides,  if^you  let  the  work  out  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  upon  terms  specified  and  agreed 
on,  and  the  bidder  fails  to  discharge  his  ^uty, 
what  are  your  courts  of  justice  intendoi  for?  Wliat 
is  the  judgment  of  your  bod^  ?  You  have  the 
power  of  appropriauon;  and  if  there  be  a  failure 
to  comply  with  the  contract,  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  stop  the  appropriation  for  it,  aiid  also  to 
sue  the  violator  of  the  contract  and  recover  dam- 
ages. Why,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this  that  there  is 
such  a  want  of  -confidence  in  the  contractors  with 
this  Government  that  we  should  look  necessarily 
for  a  failure,  and  that  we  should  make  a  contract 
for  an  amount  above  what  we  could  procure  it  for 
from  other  individuals,  merely  to  avoid  die  conse- 
quences of  the  fflulure  on  the  part  of  contractors  to 
conform  to  their  contracts?  it*is  unjust  to  argue 
thus.  The  presumption  is,  that  every  man  who 
enters  into  a  contract  is  honest  and  wUl  honestly 
conform  to  it. 

I  stated  that  I  preferred  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut;  and  why?  Because  it 
would  permit  competition  to  enter  mto  the  dispo- 
ftition  of  this  contract;  because  it  would  give  to  all 
connected  with  the  priotiog  interest  of  the  United 


States  a  right  to  judge  whether  they  could  bid 
lower  than  another  or  not.  In  disposing  of  the 
public  work,  where  printing  is  involved,  it  is  a 
right  that  belongs  to  every  printing  establishment 
to  have  the  liberty  of  making  a  proposition  to  do 
it.  It  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  confine  our  contracts  to  particular  persons, 
to  the  exclusion  of  others  eoually  competent  to 
perform  the  work  We  should  observe  an  equal- 
ity, sir,  and  base  our  action  upon  such  a  ground 
that  every  man  in  the  community  who  desireii, 
may  compete  for  the  contract.  I  submit  to  the 
Senate  and  the  country  whether  either  party,  I 
care  not  which,  that  pursues  the  course  proposed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  is 
not  confining:  itself  down  to  terms  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest,  and  in  violation  of  the 
right  of  otner  citizens  of  the  country.  What !  if  I 
am  a  printer  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the 
Uiuon  office  is  also  a  printing  establishment  here, 
shall  I  be  excluded  from  ihe  right  of  competing 
>trith  it  for  the  puUie  printing  upon  any  principle 
that  we  can  adopt?  Upon  what  principle  would 
it  be?  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  rather 
ironically  presented  a  state  of  things  here  which 
I  do  not  pretend  to  stand  upon — that  it  grows  out 
of  party  considerations.  I  cannot  believe  that*— I 
ought  not  to  believe  it.  But  if  these  charges  go 
forth  to  the  country  against  the  character  of  this 
body,  should  we  not  avoid  giving  any  foundation 
for  them  ?  And  how  can  we  avoid  it?  By  pursu< 
ing  a  proper  and  consistent  course  on  this  subject. 
Let  your  printing  go  where  it  ought  to  go.  This 
is  an  emanation  from  th»  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior. There  is  a  responsible  ra^n  there  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  proper  publication  of  this  work. 
He  superintended  the  taxing  of  the  census.  His 
reputation  is  involved  in.  it.  We  are  now  about 
to  adopt  much  in  that  work  which  was  never 
authorized  by  law;  for  in  the  act  authorizing 
the '  census  to  be  taken  nothing  is  said  about 
ascertaining  when  the  States  were  settled,  when 
the  counties  were  formed,  or  making  any  histori- 
cal or  geological  representations  of  the  various 
States  in  the  Union.  That  was  never  contem- 
plated .  But  it  is  all  in  the  returns.  They  contain 
that  valuable  information  aJA  of  which  we  are  to 
adopt.  Who  is  the  author  of  that?  Congress 
did  not  authorize  it  to  be  obtained.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Census,  through  hi»  labor,  has 
brought  all  that  into  the  census  returns.  It  is  bis 
production;  and  is  it  not  just  to  him,  if  you  adopt 
that  as  a  part  of  your  census  returns,  that  he  at 
least  should  have  the  superintendence  of  the  pub- 
lication, BO  thai  he  may  correct  any  errors  wnich 
might  creep  into  it.  When  you  passed  the  law 
autliorizing  the  census  to  be  taken,  you  said  that 
the  printing  of  this  work  should  be  reserved  to 
Confess.  And  why?  To  keep  it  out  of  the 
pubhc  printer's  hands— the  printer  that  you  had 
already  employed  by  contract  to  do  the  Congres- 
sional printing.  And  why  did  you  do  that?  In 
order  that  it  might  be  printed  in  a  style  to  accord 
with  your  views  and  wishes.  Now,  Congress 
can  prescribe  the  manner  and  style  of  publication, 
and  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  attend 
to  it,  or  we  can  direct  him  to  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  it  should  be  done,  and  he  can  have  it 
done. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  very  little  interest  in  this 
matter  as  to  the  amount  of  appropriation.  I  have 
an  interest,  though,  in  protecting  this  body  from 
unjust  insinuations.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Union  office  having  this  printing.  But  I  object  to 
their  having  the  exclusive  right  to  it.  I  maintain 
that  Rives,  or  Gales  d&  Seaton,  and  everybody 
else,  should  have  the  same  privilege.  No  party 
considerations  govern  me  in  this  matter.  None  at 
all.  I  stand  independent  of  all  influence  of  tiiat 
kind.  We  do  not  know  how  the  papers  will  be 
divided  in  the  presidential  canvass,  li  was  said 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Halb,]  that  human  nature  will  be  the  same  at 
least  until  afler  the  next  presidential  election. 
What  does  that  mean?  It  means  that  we  are 
acting  on  party  purposes;  that  we  are  laying  down 
party  positions,  and  making  contracts  merely  to 
subserve  party  considerations,  and  not  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  I  say  it  is  our  duty  to  avoid 
that;  and  the  only  way  to  avoid  it  is  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  SMITH.  There  is  a  blank. in  the  amend- 
ment which  is  to  be  fiUSQ.  1  move  to  fill  it  with 
twelve  thousand. 


Mr.  BADGER.     I  move  to  fill  it  with  fifty 
thousand. 
I     The  PRESIDENT.    The  question  will  be  first 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
to  fill  the  blank  with  fifty  thousand. 

When  a  division  was  caMed  for — 

Mr.  BADGER  said:  As  gentlemen  seem  to  b« 
startled  at  the  idea  of  fifty  thousand  copies,  l  will 
change  my  motion  to  twenty-five  thousand  copies. 
The  twelve  thousand  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  will  oe  entirely  too  inadequate. 
It  will  only  involve  the  necessity  of  Congress  ptib^ 
lishing  a  future  edition  of  the  work  with  increased 
expense. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Does  this  refer  to  the  printing^ 
of  a  compendium  or  of  the  original  returns  ? 

Mr.  SM ITH .  The  origind  returns  as  arranged 
in  the  Census  Office.    It  is  the  large  work. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  did  not  know  that. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  number  is  enUrely  too 
laii^e.  I  think  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  wiE  bo 
entirely  adequate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  thought  it  reUted  to  tho 
compendium;  but  as  it  relates  to  the  original  re- 
turns, I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    I  think  the  whole  proceed- 
ing, now  proposed,  embracing  the  original  resolu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  amendments  under  considera- 
tion, is  irregular  and  premature.    The  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  commonly  called  the  Census  Bill, 
in  refereoce  to  the  results  of  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed we  shall  act,  re<^ire8,  by  express  provisum, 
that  after  the  information  hae  been  coftec^  by 
the  marshals,  and  forwarded  to  Washington,  ihm 
Superintendent  of  Census  shouhl  digest  and  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  its  publication,  and  Isy  it  bf^ore 
Congress  at  this  session ;  andiurther ,  that  the  print- 
ing of  the  information  thus  obtained,  preparea,  aod 
laid  before  us,  should  then  be  done,  as  Congreas 
should  direct.    Now,  sir,  I  ask,  has  thirdnty  of 
the  SuprintendentofCensuB  been  performed?  Has 
the  intormation  required  by  the  law,  and  in  tha 
form  reouired,  been  laid  before  ns?    If  so,  where 
is  it — who  has  seen  it — who  can  tell  us  anything 
about  it?    What  are  we  to  print?    Shallit  be  th« 
whole  mass  of  matter,  in  the  crudeand  imdigeste^ 
state  in  which  it  waa  received  from  thedepfuty 
marshals,  that  has  been  received  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Census?    Or,  if  not  the  whole,  then 
bow  much  of  it,  and  what  part  of  it?    UseenMto 
me  that  every  one  must  pecedve  that,  before  we 
undertake  to  dispose  of  this  matter,  it  is  indispens- 
able that  we  shall  know  what  it  is;  that  is,  wo 
must  know  what,  and  how  much,  we  intend  to 
print,  before  we  can  print  it^or^  what  is  thesamo 
tiling,  contract  for  it, as  proposed  in  the  resolution. 
With  all  the  information  before  the  Smaio,  or  the 
I  committee,  which  could  possibly  be  obtained,  i4 
would  be  very  difficult  to  make  the  estimates  to 
insure  an   intelligent   and    practicable    contract. 
Without  any  information  at  all,  as  to  the  cbarao* 
ter  and  quantity  of  the  work,  as  f(e  now  ace,  ii 
would  be  impossible.  ^  No  one  can  tell  u^  exc^ 
by  vague  and  unreliable  guesses,  whether   the 
work,  when  printed,  will  make  one  volume,  or 
twenty  vcmimes.    But  all  the  information  I  have 
mentioned,  the  law  actually  requires  we  shall  have 
before  we  proceed  further.     I  think  every  cooaid- 
eration  of  duty  and  of  policy  demands  that  we 
should  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  lawr. 

At  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  near  me,  I  ask  Tot 
the  reading  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  fMr.  Smitb.} 

The  amendment  was  reau. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  original  law  which  ^wwm 
introduced  at  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-#raC 
Congress,  directing  the  taking  of  the  Seventh  C^- 
sus,  constituted  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Attorw 
ney  Generara  Census  Board.  They  were  directed 
by  the  terms  of  the  law  to  asree  upon  the  statiatiof 
and  enumerations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  which  were  to  be  taken.  The  forms  that 
are  now  in  use  or  have  been  used  were  adopted* 
The  census,  the  enumeration,  and  statistica  were 
collected  in  pursuance  of  that  law.  The  Superin* 
tendent  of  the  Census  Bureau  has  prepared  at  Iho 
head  of  each  State,  what  is  called  a  historical 
account  of  the  State.  A  description  of  the  qoua- 
ties,  of  their  political  organization,  resources,  ^bc., 
is  also  given.  I  understand  some  Senators  to 
object  to  the  printing  of  so  much  of  that  collection 
as  relates  to  the  counties.  The  resoltuion  which 
I  have  offered,  places  it  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee  to  say.  whether  it  ithaJli  oe  printed  or  not. 
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I  do  not  see  how  the  Senate  can  decide  that.  I 
have  proposed  to  refer  it  to  the  committee^  inferring 
that  they  are  the  judges  as  to  what  ahould  be 
printed  in  this  case,  as  they  hare  been  in  all  other 
cases  of  printing — ^for  when  we  introduce  a  bi41  or 
report,  I  believe,  under  the  rule,  it  goes  to  that 
committee,  and  they  have  the  power  to  decide 
whether  it  shall  be  prinCed  or  not,  or  at  least  to 
aet  opon  it  and  recommend  to  the  Senate  what 
should  be  done.  And  I  hare  known  of  no  case 
where  th^  report  was  overruled. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  has  been  done  frequently. 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  At  any  rate,  the  original  reso- 
lotion  contemplates  the  reference  of  this  matter  to 
jthac  eoromktee*  and  they  are  to  decide  what  shall 
be  Minted,  and  upon  what  terms  it  shall  be  done. 
I  snaB  not  address  myself  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  fh>m  Connecticut,  for  the  season  that 
I  hare  Bp  idea  that  it  can  be  adopted.  I  think, 
lifOwerer,*that  twenty^fire  thousand  is  an  ample 
nmnber;  but  that  is  a  mdtter  not  provided  for  by 
ray  resolution.  The  committee  can  decide  upon 
that  and  rMort  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  Senator  fVom  Indiana 
[Mr.  Batear]  has  fiidlen  (inadvertently,  I  hare 
BO  doabt)  into  a  mistake  upon  two  points: 

1st.  He  has,  1  think,  misapprehended  the  pre- 

liaunary  census  bill  as  to  the  functions  and  duties 

oi  the  Uensus  Board  created  by  it.    He  proceeds 

imon   the  supposition  that  the  powers  of  that 

Beard  were ptenary,  and  its  action  final,  in  adopt- 

iB|;  the  plan  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census.   In 

this  he  is  mistaken.    It  was  made  the  duty  of 

that  Board  to  prepare  a  plan,  embracing  schedules, 

for  the  use  of  the  marshals  in  taking  the  census. 

That  waa  the  extent  of  its  powers;  fuid  its  action, 

ercn  to  that  limited  extent,  was  not  final.    It  was 

reqoiTed  to  report  to  this  body  what  it  had  done. 

That  report  was  made,  and  we  all  remember  what 

was  then'  done.    A  census  committee  was  then 

aspointed,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  Census 

iicMUPd  was  referred.    The  plan  proposed  by  the 

Board  was  revised,  and  materially  modified  by 

the  oommittee.    And  the  revision  and  modifica* 

tion  did  not  stop  tneie;  but  when  the  committee 

repofftad  to  the  Senate,  a  protracted  discussion' 

waahsd^-the  whole  subject  was  examined,  per* 

baps  more  thoroughly  and  critically  than  any 

ocber  Bohjcct   has    ever  been   examined  here; 

JBBJiy  days,  indeed  my  memory  is  that  several 

vedcsy  were  oeeupied  with  it.     Many,  and  in 

aooie  ceM>eeta  radical,  changes  were  made.     In 

the  saheanles,  whole  columns  were  stricken  out 

and  others  were  added;  and  in  several  instan* 

eas,  I  thiiiJCt  the  captions  were  so  altered  as  to 

^iva  an  entirely  new  ehameter  to  the  informap 

tioB  to  be  eoDected.    When  we  had  done  with  it, 

in  this  respect,  and  adopted  a  general  plan,  which 

na^  be  telled  a  new  plan,  of  our  own,  upon  the 

basis,  I  sdmit,  of  those  furnished  us  by  the  Board 

■ad  eommittee,  bn(  materially  dififering  from  both, 

wa  were  so  careful  to  guard  the  consummation  of 

a  work  to  which  weatteched  so  much  importanoe 

and  upon  which  we  had  bestowed  so  much  labor, 

that  we  would  not  agree  that  its  results  shonid  be 

printed  and  published  until  it  should  again  under^ 

^  aor  scrutiny  and  revision.    For  this  final  scru- 

tmy  and  revisioa,  we  provided  in  the  census  bill, 

proper,  passed  at  the  conclusion  of  that  9arefVd 

sad  extended  discussion,  by  requiring  that  ^e 

Superintendent  of  Census,  after  the  information 

lihould  have  been  collected,  under  the  law  and 

according  to  the  plan  we  had  adopted,  should 

diBsify  and  arrange  that  information  and  lay  it 

before  vs  with  a  plan  for  its  publication  at  this 

MHHNi  of  Con^;ress.    The  duty  of  thus  dassify- 

■f  and  arranemg  the  information  collected  under 

the  census  biU,  and  of  laving  it,  together  with  a 

plan  for  its  publication,  before  us,  has  not  yet 

Dotn  performed.    Until  that  shall  have  been  done, 

^  have  nothing  to  act  upon  for  the  purpose  of 

printiiHr.    There  is  nothing  to  print. 

dd.  The  Senator  is  equally  mistaken  as  to  the 

finotions  and  powers  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 

iog.    The  powers  of  that  committee,  like  those  of 

w  our  other  committees,  are  proporly  limited  to 

BMking  reporta  and  reoommendations.    In  the 

Bstter  of  ohlering  documenta  to  be  printed,  its 

aflbon  is,  in  no  case,  finifl.    A  nootionto  print  is 

■sde  in  the  Senate,  and  then  referred  to  the  com- 

■ittee.    TbJm  is  followed  by  a  report  from  the 

naiwiftfffi   which   is   only   a  recommendation 

vliih  tta»  Senate  can  adopt  or  reject  at  its  pleas'- 

Mnand-tl  m  wal^lcnown  that  thay  not  naSt^ 


quently  do  reject  these  recommendations.  As  a 
general  practice,  I  admit,  the  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing  are  adopted;  but  there 
have  been  many  instsipces  of  rejection,  and  still 
more  of  modification .  Certain  it  is  that  the  action 
of  the  committee  is,  in  no  such  case,  final. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  desire  to  make  one  remark 
to  correct  the  Senatorfrom  Arkansas.  I  was  not 
mistaken  in  sayinf  that  the  census,  as  taken 
under  the  present  heads,  is  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  Confess.  I  think  the  Senator 
himself  is  mistaken  in  having  mistaken  me.  I 
stated  that  the  report  made  by  the  Census  Board 
was  adopted,  to  be  sure  with  alterations,  by 
Congress  subsequently;  but  the  recommendations 
made  by  Congress,  correcting  the  report  of  that 
Board,  nave  been  adopted  and  followed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Cfensus.  It  ia  in  pursuance 
of  corrections  made  by  the  Senate  that  tne  census 
has  been  taken  and  prepared,  and  it  is  now  ready 
for  delivery.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Datis]  can  correct  me  if  I  am  mistaken. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Mr.  Pres-^— 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  make  a  single  remark  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  will  admit  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Census  has  followed  the  general 
plan  prescribed  in  the  census  bill  for  takmg  the 
census.  But  in  the  remarks  I  just  now  made  I 
did  not  allude  to  that  part  of  his  duty;  I  was 
speaking;  of  his  other  duty,  required  by  Uie  law, 
to  classify  and  arraiifi;e  the  information  collected, 
and  prepare  and  lay  Before  us  a  plan  for  itsjiubli- 
cation.  I  repeat,  tne  census  bill  requires  this  last- 
named  du^  of  him,  and  its  due  performance  is  an 
indispensable  preUminary  to  our  action  upon  the 

auestion  of  printing.  We  are  not  to  print  i^ 
lirow  out  to  the  public  the  enormous  and  crude 
mass  of  matter  mane  up  of  all  the  returns  of  all  the 
marshals  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  received 
at  the  Census  Ofiice.  Why,  sir,  if  we  were  so 
unwise  as  to  undertake  sucn  a  work  as  that,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  estimate  its  cost  in  dollars 
aad  cents,  and  eqtially  difficult,  perhiqis,  to  find 
room  in  the  Capitol  for  the  books  after  they  were 
pinted.  I  feel  quite  sure  thk  Chamber  is  not 
lat^  enough  to  contain  them.  Bui  the  proper 
eoorse  alike  for  the  Superintendent  of  Census 
and  for  us,  is  plainly  and  imperatively  marked 
out  by  the  law:  He  snail  dassiiy  and  arrange  the 
information,  and  then  lay  his  plan  for  its  publica- 
tion before  us;  and  it  becomes  our  duty,  after 
adoptine,  modifying,  or  substituting  that  plan*  to 
order  the  printing  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
agreed  upon.  Any  plan  to  be  adopted  must  of 
course  embrace  su^n  a  condensation  and  digest 
of  the  whole  mass  of  information  as  to  bring  it 
within  a  compendious  and  practicable  compass 
for  printing. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  think  it  is  very  imports 
ant  to  go  into  the  history  of  the  bill  uniier  which 
the  oensus  was  taken,  though  I  apprehend  that 
both  the  gentlemen,  especially  the  Senator  who 
brings  forward  this  resolution,  are  under  some 
mistake  about  it.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Census 
Board,  as  it  is  termed,  was  directed  by  Congress 
to  make  a  set  of  tables;  but  when  Congress  as- 
sembled, no  set  of  tables  was  laid  before  them. 
They,  however,  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
enter  i^n  this  subject.  That  committee  had  ac- 
complished nearly  all  their  labors  before  any  offi- 
cial report  was  niade  at  all,  and  then  a  very  large 
portion  of  their  work,  as  my  friend  knows,  was 
incorporated  into  the  report  of  this  very  board. 
That  is  the  history  of  those  tables.  They  came 
in  an  unofficial  form  that  had  been  worked  out  by 
a  number  of  individuals  who  had  been  employed 
upon  that  subject.  They  contained  information 
of  very  great  value.  Tney  were  of  very  great 
importance,  but  at  the  same  time  they  were  not 
officially  laid  before  us.  It  was  upon  them  that 
the  tables  were  finally  built  up  mainly  and  chiefiy 
by  the  committee.  But  that  is  not  of  any  im- 
portance. It  was  sufficiently  discussed  at  the  last 
Congrsss. 

Mr.  President,  I  had  supposed  when  the  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject  first  commenced,  when 
this  tepie  was  first  brouj^ht  before  the  Senatet 
that  there  was  in  preparation — indeed,  1  had  seen 
it  announced  in  wtt  newspapers  that  there  was- 
in  preparation — a  condensation  of  the  statistics 
]  for  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  was  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  aa  a  speeiinen  of  the  mathod  of 


the  preparation,  which  would  be  followed  out 
with  the  residue  of  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries. It  has  been  so  said  since  the  subject  has 
been  under  consideration  here.  Well,  sir,  it  is 
quite  necessary  that  this  vast  mass  of  niatter, 
which  I  suppose  goes  into  the  Census  Office  by 
cart-loads,  snould  be  condensed  with  great  judg- 
ment and  good  sense,  and  reduced  to  some  prac- 
tical size,  so  that  it  can  be  brought  into  print 
without  incurring  any  very  enormous  expense  to 
do*it,  and  into  a  form  that  will  be  useful  to  the 
public'  On  that  hangs  all  the  value  of  this  im- 
mense undertaking  of  collecting  statistics  of  pop- 
ulation, &c.  I  do  not  know  to  what  the  expense 
of  all  this  will  sum  up,  but  I  suppose  it  will  be 
from  one  to  two  and  a  half  millions  of  doUara. 
My  honorable  friend  from  Connecticutsays  that  it 
will  be  somewhere  between  seventeen  and  eighteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  speak  of  the  ex- 
pense of  taking  the  census.  I  mean  to  say,  that 
this  information  is  acquired  by  the  payment  of  a 
iHist  sum  of  money.  It  is  either  valuable  or 
ought  to  be  valuable.  And,  sir,  when  we  are  un- 
dertaking to  arrange  this  matter  so  as  Co  spread  it 
before  the  public  in  a  form  that  will  make  it  ac- 
cesaible,  I  really  think  we  ought  to  underitand 
what  we  are  about  to  do.  Now,  I  would  ask  ^e 
Senator  who  takes  the  lead  in  this  busmess,  where 
is  that  account  of  the  State  of  Maryland  which 
was  proposed  to  be  laid  before  us  ? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  have  a  copy. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  not  seen  it  on  my  table. 
It  has  not  been  communicated  in  any  form  that  I 
have  seen. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  will  answer  the  Senator.  I 
obtained  a  copy  only  by  applying  at  the  offige  for 
it,  for  the  purpose  o(  information.  I  Obtained  it 
as  a  sampie  to  show  the  sice  of  the  work,  and 
what  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  it.  I  did  not 
bring  all  which  relates  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Senator  says  he  has  been 
favored  with  a  part  of  it.  We  aU  want  to  see  it. 
We  all  desire  to  see  the  plan,  to  see  what  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Census  proposes  to  do  with  tne 
information  which  has  been  collected.  Afler  we 
have  seen  his  piaA  and  lirrangement  in  regard  to 
Maryland,  we  can  form  some  opinion  as  u>  what 
will  be  the  size  of  the  work;  whether  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  work  i»  judicious;  whether  it  is  thrown 
into  a  form  which  will  be  most  useful;  or  whether 
it  is  capable  of  improvement.  If  it  is  capable  of 
improvement*  the  improvement  ought  to  be  made. 
Gkntlemen  ought  to  h%ve  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
it.  They  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing it;  and  when  they  haveaone  that,  they  can  act 
underslandingly  on  the  subject,  and  not  before,  in 
my  opinion.  The  act  itself,  as  has  been  justly 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Boa- 
LAVo,]  provides  that  auch  an  arrangement,  when 
made,  ihould  be  reported  to  this  body.  It  ought 
to  have  been  done  long  ago.  We  cannot  act  un- 
derslandingly upon  the  buainesa  until  we  see  what 
the  plan  of  operationa  is— until  we  can  comprehend 
what  is  to  be  done. 

Wen,  it  is  said  that  the  statistics  of  each  State, 
and  of  each  county*  and  for  aught  I  know*  of  each 
town ,  are  to  be  preceded  by  a  succinct  history  of 
the  State  and  county.  .  Now,  if  I  do  not  mittudge, 
this  is  entirely  out  of  place.  It  does  not  belong  to 
statistics.  It  is  no  part  of  the  object  of  Congreaa 
to  publish  a  history  of  the  countiy .  It  is  to  pub- 
lish the  figures  with  such  explanations  as  will 
enable  the  reader  to  understand  tnem.  That  is  all. 
And  of  what  importance  is  it  to  know  whether  a 
county  exists,  wnen  it  was  first  laid  out,  and  when 
it  was  divid  ed  or  subdivided  i  Of  what  inftportanee 
is  that?  All  that  information  can  be  obtained  else- 
, where  with  great  ease.  It  belongs  to  other  parts 
*of  history.  It  does  not  beiong  to  statistics* 
Moreover,  it  is  likely  that  by  a  proteest  of  thai 
sort  you  will  swell  this  work  to  a  very  inordinaie 
size*  at  a  very  enormous  expense;  for  it  is  car- 
ried on,  as  arery  one  concedes,  with  as  enormous 
expenditure.  Then  why  ahould  we  trouble  our- 
sdives  with  this?  Why  not  bring  these  tables 
down  to  the  smallest  possible  eompasSf  with  an 
arrangement*  lueid  in  its  character,  and  which 
should  give  the  facts.  That  is  what  we  want. 
We  want  a  tabular  statement;  we  want  accuracy; 
we  want  a  clear  and  suocanct  method  of  doina  it; 
and  that  is  what  ws  desire.    We  do  not  want  his- 

I  did  not  wish  to  say  one  word  about  this  matter; 
but  whffi  i  am  callfd  on  w  tote  without  proper 
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information  before  me^  I  must  my  that  I  feel  ex- 
tremely embarraaaed  in  ^vin^  ray  vote.  I  do  not 
know  what  I  am  to  vote  for.  I  do  not  see  the 
plan  of  operations.  I  am  notable  to  comprehend 
what  is  to  be  the  size  and  magnitude  of  the  work. 
If  there  is  anything  in  the  sug^stion  which  has 
been  thrown  out — I  trust  there  is  not,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  believe  it — that  there  is  a  purpose  of 
makine  a  job  of  this,  it  will  be  easy  to  swell  it  out 
with  historical  matter,  as  to  towns  and  counties 
and  States.  If  this  is  a  job  to  be  paid  for  bj  the 
pa^e  or  by  the  em,  by  a  rule  which  pays  them  ac- 
cordiiig  to  the  proportionate  magnituae  of  the  work, 
there  will  be  an  inducement  to  swell  it  out.  Under 
these  .circumstances,  I  thinklt  very  clear  that  we 
ought  to  understand  at  least  something  about  the 
limits  of  this  work;  something  about  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  to  run,  in  all  human  probability.  If 
we  have  laid  before  us  the  sample  of  a  State  which 
exhibits  the  method  complete,  then  we  can  form 
a  pretty  good  opinion  when  that  comes  to  be  run 
througn  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  COOPER.  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  must 
strike  everybody  that  there  is  great  wisdom  in  the 
suggestions  which  have  been  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Aritansaa,  [Mr.  Borland,]  ana  by  the  Sen- 
ator fVom  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davib.I  We  are 
yet  in  the  dark,  and  cannot  know  what  we  are 
doing  until  we  have  a  sample  of  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census.  I 
understand,  from  the  suggestions  which  have  been 
mader-^t  there  is  to  accompany  that  which  is, 
correctly  speaking,  the  census,  a  historical  ac- 
count not  only  of  the  States,  but  of  the  counties, 
and  perhaps  of  the  towns  in  the  States.  I  need 
not  tell  you.  Mr.  President,  and  I  need  not  tell  the 
Senate,  that  this  must  necessarily  be  very  inaccu- 
rate, and  but  very  little  calculated  to  promote  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  country.  We 
have  seen  fi;azetteers  of  several  States,  prepared  by 
persons  who  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  historical  facts  in  relation  to  the  States^ 
and  in  relation  to  the  counties,  and  yet  we  know 
how  inaccurate.all  these  gazetteers  are,  and  how 
little  of  accurate  history  they  really  contain. 

As  has  been  remarxed  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  are 
departing  entirdy  Arom  what  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  Congress  in  making  an  enumeration  o( 
the  population  and  of  those  things  which  are  prop- 
erly statistical,  when  we  go  beyond  the  popula- 
tion and  productions  of  the  country,  to  give  a  his- 
tory, by  a  gentleman  competent  to  do  the  work 
vhich  was  orifinnally  intended,  but,  from  the  ex- 
tent of  the  wo»,  necessarily  incompetent  to  ^ve 
anything  like  an  aoourate  history  of  the  various 
States,  and  counties  and  towns  m  the  States.  I 
am  oj^sed  to  this  altogether;  and  before  I  can 
vote  understandingly  on  this  subject,  I  must  be 
informed  what  is  proposed.  When  I  see  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  that  is  to  be  produced,  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  nj  what  number  of  copies  I  will  be 
ready  to  vote  for,  what  number  of  copies  I  sup- 
pose may  be  distributed  with  advantage  amongst 
my  constituents.  But  until  I  know  3iat^  I  slmll 
be  voting  in  the  dark.  I  therefore  think  this  meas- 
nre  should  be  postponed  for  the  present,  until 
there  is  a  sample  or  example  of  the  work  presented 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  order  that  they 
may  know  what  should  oe  stricken  out,  and  if 
there  be  anything  that  ought  to  be  added,  what  it 
should  "be.  « 

I  think  that  the  suggestions  made  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  fh>m  Arkansas  [Mr.  Borland]  and 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Davii]  contained  much  wisdom;  and  I  hope  that 
the  resolution  will  be  postponed,  and  that  tne  sub- 
ject will  lie  over  until  the  sample  shall  be  furnished 
which  will  enable  us  to  vote  understandingly.  I 
repeat  here  that  lam  entirely  opposed  to  a  history 
gotten  up  in  this  way;  for  it  must  necessarily  be 
a  mass  of  trash.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  a 
gentleman,  however  qualified  he  may  be  to  write 
a  history,  if  he  had  the  time  necessary,  can  give  a 
correct  history  of  all  the  States  in  this  Confeder- 
acy, and  of  all  the  counties  in  those  States,  in  the 
sli#rt  time  which  has  transpired  sinc<  the  taking 
of  the  census. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  detain 
the  Senate  but  a  very  few  moments.  I  have  just 
had  placed  in  my  hands  what  purports  to  be  a 
part  of  this  work,  as  prepared  at  the  Census 
Bureau.  It  appears  to  be  the  census  returns  for 
«  part  of  the  State  of  Maryland.    It  was  the  first 


knowledfi^e  I  had  that  the  head  of  our  Census 
Bureau  had  turned  historian.  It  was  the  first 
knowledge  I  had  that  the  law  we  passed  contem- 
plated any  such  thing.  Indeed  the  law  does  not 
contemplate  any  such  thing.  It  neither  contem- 
plates such  a  thing,  nor  can  you  draw  from  it  that 
power  by  any  possible  deduction.  My  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodhead]  suggests  that 
a  twenty-four  horse  power  might  possibly  draw 
it.  I  doubt  it  very  much.  I  have  turned  to  the 
law  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  the  law  was, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  tiung  which  they  have 
presented  to  us  here  for  our  action.  The  law  is 
very  plain  and  very  clear.  It  prescribes,  first, 
the  duties  of  the  marshals,  and  what  ibey  shall 
do;  what  information  they  shall  collect  and  return 
to  the  Secretary;  and  then  the  section  concludes 
by  saying,  **  and  further,  as  the  returns  are  so 
made  out,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  clyuified  and 
arranged  in  the  best  and  most  convement  manner 
for  use,  and  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  tlie 
next  session  thereof.  *' 

Is  there  any  power  given  there  by  which  this 
Bureau  was  authorized  to  become  an  Historical 
Bureau?  I  know  not  how  it  may  be  with  other 
Senators  here,  but  I  should  regret  exceedingly  to 
see  any  one  individual,  however  qualified  hemight 
deem  himself  for  the  task,  make  an  attempt  to 
condense  the  history  of  all  the  States.  I  know  of 
no  individual  connected  with  that  Bureau,  with 
whom  I  would  intrust  that  power,  or  the  duty  of 
condensing  the  history  of  the  State  from  which  I 
come.  Who  is  there  there  who  knows  intimately  of 
its  great  and  extended  commerce?  Who  is  there 
there  prepared  to  enter  into  those  details  that  we 
shoula  deem  essential  in  our  own  State,  and  which 
would  be  necessary  to  do  justice  to  the  State,  if 
they  are  to  be  sent  broadcast  over  this  land,  and 
sent  to  other  countries?  Why,  it  is  a  monstrous 
stretch  of  power;  and  it  is  a  key  which  ahows 
why  they  nave  had  a  hundred  and  sixty  clerks 
employea  in  that  Bureau — a  number  truly  aston- 
ishing— employed  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the 
statistics  that  were  returned  by  the  marshals. 

How  accurate  the  History  of  Maryland  may 
be  I  know  not.  I  presume  it  is  well  written,  but 
I  have  not  read  it,  and  do  not  mean  to  express  an 
opinion.  I  am  not  qualified  to  judge  of  its  correct- 
ness. But  I  do  say,  that  I  am  unwilling,  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  of  one  of  the  States,  to  in- 
trust that  jpower,  or  that  duty,  to  these  men. 
Besides  that^  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  properly 
connected  with  the  work.  Congress  asked  for  no 
such  thing  in  the  law,  and  I  do  not  believe  they 
'  will  either  ask  or  accept  of  it  now.  Why  we 
have  been  accused  already  of  turning  oook- 
makers;  and  now  comes  the  next  phase,  and  we 
are  turning  historians.  We  are  to  publish  the  his- 
tory of  the  States,  if  this  plan  is  to  be  carried  out. 
And  more  than  this,  we  are  to  publish  the  history 
of  counties;  and  we  will  next  get  down  to  the 
history  of  municipal  corporations.  We  want  this 
work;  and  we  want  to  make  it  valuable*  Valu- 
able it  may  be  made,  from  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  returns. 

I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  views  of  other 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  associated  in  the 
Uommittee  on  Printing;  but  this  I  do  know — and 
I  think  it  my  duty  frankly  to  express  it  to  the 
Senate— if  the  duty,  if  the  burden,  is  wrongfully 
placed  on  me,  of  making  this  contract,  I  say  here 
m  my  place,  that  I  will  contract  for  printing  no 
such  matter,  unless  I  am  directed  m  express 
terms  by  the  Senate  to  do  so.  if  the  Senate 
ahoold  deem  it  advisable  to  convert  this  body,  or 
any  of  the  committees  under  it,  into  historical 
bureaus,  they  may  do  so;  and  it  will  be  my  duty 
to  act  in  obedience  to  their  directions. 

I  have  the  sample  of  the  Census  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  before  me.  The  returns  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  which  ace  comprised  in  this  sample, 
make  tweiUy-eight  pages. 

Mr.  BUTLESi.    That  is  only  half  of  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  are  twenty-eight  pages 
in  it,  as  Lsaid;  but  these  twenty-eight  pi^^es  only 
contain  one  half  of  the  returns  oftheState.  Twenty- 
one  pages  of  these  twenty-eight-^-inore  than  two 
thiras-— are  devoted  to  the  historical  account,  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded.  If  twenty-one 
pages  are  to  be  appropriated  to  the  historical  ac^ 
count  of  each  State — and  MaryHind,  at  least,  may 
be  assumed  to  be  a  medium  State — we  would  have 
some  six  or  seven  hundred  pages  of  historical  matter 
connected  with  the  census  returns. 


Several  Sbvators  named  a  larger  number  of 
pages. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  am  not  very  ready  in  figures, 
bui  gentlemen  can  easily  calculate  it  by  multiplying 
twenty-one  by  thirty-one. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  What  the  Senator  speaks  of 
are  only  one  half  of  the  returns  of  the  State  of 
Maryland, 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  am  aware  of  that,  but  I 
judge  from  the  appearance  of  that  half  that  the 
concluding  portion  of  it  will  be  appropriate,  to  wit: 
the  tables  which  show  the  population,  and  the  va- 
rious products  of  the  industry  of  the  State. 

It  might  have  been  well,  when  the  census  was 
first  taken,  to  have  conftneid  it  simply  to  an  enu- 
meration of  the  people;  but  the  law  for  taking  the 
census  has  already  been  passed,  and  I  am  not,  at 
least,  for  transcending  that  law:  I  am  not  for  roiiif^ 
beyond  that.  Taking  the  State  of  Maryland  as  a 
State  which  will  average  with  all  the  Sthtes,  old 
and  new,  large  and  small,  we  shall  have  a  work 
which  will  contain  some  six  or  seven  hundred 
pages  of  historical  matter.  I  saw  in  the  outset  of 
this  resolution,  as  soon  as  it  was  presented,  that  it 
would  meet  with  these  various  objections,  and  I 
have  deemed  it  advisable  to  say,  that  my  view  of 
the  subject  would  lead  the  committee,  appropriate- 
ly, to  exclude  all  that  part  relating  to  the  history 
of  the  States  and  counUes  from  any  contract  whicn 
they  might  make,  and  I  shall  so  act  unless  the 
Senate  shall  express  a  different  opinion,  or  other- 
wise direct. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  re- 
marks  which  have  fallen  from  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas,  and  from  other  geoUemen, 
most  abundantly  satisfy  the  Senate  that  this  dis- 
cussion is  premature,  and  that  the  resolution  itself 
is  premature.  We  really  do  not  know  what  is 
the  matter  upon  which  we  are  now  proposing  to 
act.  If  the  Senate  would  have  a  little  patience;  if 
they  would  wait  some  two  or  three  weeks,  they 
would  be  furnished  with  a  sample  of  the  work  as 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  proposes  to  have 
it  done.  I  understand  that  he  has  prepared  the 
returns  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  they 
are  noW  in  press,  and  are  expected  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Senate  in  the  course  or  two  or  three  weeks. 
When  we  get  these  returns,  which  will  (urniadn  a 
sample  of  the  whole  work,  we  shall  understand 
what  is  his  plan;  and  we  shall  not  understand 
what  his  plan  is  until  we  get  those  returns.  It  ia 
true  that  a  brief  historical  sketch  preceded  the  re- 
turns of  each  county.  It  may  be  true  that  the 
Senate  may  approve  of  the  historical  sketch;  per- 
haps they  will  reject  it.  If  they  decide  to  reject  it 
when  they  receive  the  returns  of  Maryland,  noth- 
ing will  be  easier  than  to  say  that  we  disapprove 
of  this  historical  sketch,  and  then  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Census  may  save  himself  the  labor 
of  making  other  historical  sketches.  In  justice  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  I  must  say  that 
these  historical  sketches  are  very  brief;  and  wnether 
useful  or  not,  they  do  not  seem  likely  to  fill  such 
an  enormous  amount  of  space  as  the  Senator  from 
Main^  supposes.  It  may  not  be  desirable  to 
publish  them,  but  the  calculation  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Census  is,  that  with  all  the  histori- 
cal sketches  and  tables,  the  returns  will  not  ex- 
ceed, 0  the  utmost,  two  or  three  volumes  of  the 
sizf  ofthe  **  American  Archives."  That  is  his 
calculation.  But  if  the  Senate  will  wait  two  or 
three  weeks,  until  they  get  the  sample  which  is 
being  prepared,  which  will  show  what  the  work 
will  be  if  nis  plan  is  adopted,  they  can  have  before 
them  the  information  wnich  the  law  contemplated. 
This  sample  is  the  report  called  for  by  the  law.' 
When  the  Senate  get  it,  they  can  act  understand- 
ingly. Until  they  do  get  it,  they  cannot  act  un- 
derstandingly. I  thiiuc  it  proper,  therefore,  to 
rMtpone  tne  subject  for  two  or  three  weeks;  and 
now  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
resolution  be  postponed  until  this  day  three 
weeks. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  was  on  the  (Tensus  Com- 
mitttee  at  the  last  Congress,  and  I  desire,  there- 
fore, to  say  a  few  words  now.  I  did  not  hear  all 
that  was  said  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
I  have  no  doubt  he  gave  a  fair  view  of  the  diSi- 
oulties  of  the  subject.  This  is  an  exemplification 
of  what  I  said  at  the  time  the  census  bill  was  be* 
fore  the  Senate.  I  said  at  that  time,  that  in  my 
delibefate  judgment,  the  act  Went  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  Constitution.  I  say  thai  the  act  under 
which  the  marshals  have  nwde  their  returfts  to  the 


1992. 


THS)  CX)NGRESSIONAL  GLO*BE. 


3e5 


Supointoideiii  of  ihe  Census,  brought  matters 
within  the  operation  of  the  census  which  were 
never  contemplated  bv  the  Constitution  itself.  I 
said  then,  that  ^e  donstitution  provided  that  a 
census  should  be  taken.  What  is  comprehended 
under  the  word  ••  Census^'  Why,  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  population.  For  what  purpose  ?  To 
enable  Congress  to  regulate  the  representation  of 
the  different  portiona^f  the  Confederacy.  It  was 
also  intimated,  perhaps,  that  it  might  legitimately 
foD  within  the  scope  of  such  an  agency  to  take 
b1«o  an  e^mate  of  property,  real  and  personal. 
To  that  extent  I  was  willing  to  go.  But  the  act 
went  further.  1 1  required  a  species  of  information , 
rather  to  satisfy  the  curious  than  to  comply  with 
the  strict  recjuisitions  of  the  Constitution. 

This  la  history,  it  is  said.  It  must  be  regarded, 
attjordin^  to  my  notions,  as  of  the  same  kind  of 
iRibnnation  as  that  to  which  1  have  just  alluded. 
And  how  does  it  come  before  the  ^nate  ?  We 
■Bf^posed  that  in  the  act  which  we  passed  for 
tacDg  the  census,  we  imposed  legislative  sanctions, 
by  which  the  information  there  provided  for  should 
alene  be  collected.  But  after  tne  act  was  passed , 
I  suppose,  this  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  or 
SBflMbody  else,  ^rote  to  the  marshals,  voluntarily, 
reqmring  them  to  become  historians  as  far  as 
rfl^Bffds  collecting  certain  materials  of  the  history 
sf  *thetr  own  eountiea  and  districts.  Who,  then, 
is  to  be  the  historian  ?  The  Superintendent  him- 
self, taking  these  materials  and  making  a  book  of 
them? 

I  have  heretofore  regarded  the  office  of  a  his- 
torian as  one  of  the  very  highest  inpportance,  re- 
qmmg  a  rare  combination  of  industry,  talents, 
aad  jvdgnasttt;  and,  above  aU^  a  degree  of  deliber- 
alioo,  and  extreme  impartiality,  and  honesty  in 
rsviewii^all  the  incidents  and  materials  put  before 
his  mind.  And  here  we  are  now  proposing  to 
add,  alWr  what  has  been  provided  by  the  act,  a 
book  of  about  fifteen  hundred  pages  at  least,  com- 
posed of  historical  matter. 

I  agree  with  my  friend  fVom  Maryland  that  we 
oqght  BoC  to  act  upon  this  subject  without  hav- 
ing a  sample  before  us.  But  if  we  leave  it  to  the 
Seerdary  of  the  Interior,  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Census,  or  to  any  committee  of  the  body,  we 
do  so  blindly,  on  faith,  when  they  may  do  what 
pevhaps  we  might  reject.  If  we  had  committed 
u  to  A9  Secretary  of  ihe  Interior,  and  he  had 
caibiBced  these  matters,  we  see  what  an  abuse  it 
Bi%ht  have  been.  If  we  luid  committed  it  to  the 
Conunittee  on  Printing,  they  might  have  under- 
takco  to  have  added  these  as  an  appendix  to  what 
the  law  requires,  and  that  would  have  been  an 
abuse.  We  cannot  intdligently  legislate  on  this 
subject,  without  having  before  us  some  sample  of 
what  is  to  be  printed;  and  I  would  be  prepared  to 
strike  oat  rather  than  to  add,  for  I  think  we  have 
required  a  great  deal  of  curious  information  to  be 
ooBeeted  under  the  act  not  contemplated  by  the 
ConstitnUoB,  much  of  which  ought  to  be  stricken 
sot.  I  shall  vote,  therefore,  to  postpone,  with  a 
very  clear  view  of  the  subject  in  connection  with 
what  1  had  of  it  before. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  now 
metvly  to  call  attention  to  the  language  of  the 
law,  to  which  I  have  several  times  r^errad. 

^rst,  however,  I  would  correct  the  misundei^ 
standing  into  which  I  find  some  of  my  friends 
have  fiiSlen,  as  to  what  I  said  of  the  manner  in 
'vhich  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  has  per- 
formed his  dutr  in  baring  the  census  taken.  I 
VSB  understood  by  some  to  indorse  tlie  manner  in 
vluch  he  has  periormed  that  duty — ^to  say  that  he 
luri  done  so  in  strict  conformity  with  the  law.  In 
titts  I  was  misunderstood.  What  I  intended  to 
ny— and  what  I  think  I  did  say — ^was,  that  I 
was  wiUine  to  admit,  and  had  no  reason  to  doubt, 
Ibathehaa  so  performed  that  part  of  his  duty. 
WiMther  he  has  so  performed  the  duty  or  not,  I 
btte  BO  means  of  knowing,  for  I  have  not  seen 
the  work.  I  based  my  admission  in  his  favor. 
Is  that  extent,  upon  the  opinion—- the  correctness 
^vhich  I  h«re  no  reason  to  doubt — that  he  is  a 
natleaan  of  intelligence  and  integrity,  who  would 
io  bis  duty  under  the  law. 

Bat  1o  the  main  purpose  for  which  I  rose.  I 
ttid,«Bd  repeat,  that,  in  my  opinion,  this  whole 
MTement  for  having  the  printing  of  the  census 
udsitaken  ai  this  time  is  premature,  and  not  only 
BBlia  eooformity  with  the  law,  but  in  derogation 
of  iL  I  bold  that  la^  in  my  hand,  cmd  find  this 
nkjeel  dwpnsed  ef  in  the  oinetsenth  section. 
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After  prescribing  the  general  duUta  of  the  Super- 
intendent for  takmg  the  Census,  and  receiving  the 
marshal's  returns,  it  holds  this  language: 

**  And,  ftuther,  as  tiio  returns  are  so  made,  to  caiuo  the 
same  to  be  classified  and  arranged  in  Uie  best  and  most 
convenient  manner  fbr  use,  and  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress at  the  next  session  thereof.*' 

Now,  sir,  this  duty  of  the-  Superintendent  has 
not  been  performed — his  plan,  as  required  by  the 
law,  has  not  been  laid  before  us.  We  have  not 
the  matter  before  us  which  the  law  requires  we 
should  have  before  we  act,  and  without  which, 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  we  cannot  make  our 
action  either  sensible,  practical,  or  useful. 

This,  if  it  were  neeaed,  would  be  placed  in  a 
clearer  and  stronger  light,  by  quoting  another  and 
subsequent  passage  of  the  same  section  of  the  law, 
providing  directly  and  specifically  for  this  very  v 
printing.  I  will  read  it,  from  the  ProvisOf  at  the 
close  of  the  section: 

**  The  blanks  and  preparatory  printing  for  taking  the  Cen- 
sus i^all  be  prepared  and  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Census  Board;  the  o^her  prinUing  to  he  executed  a$ 
Congrtu  thall  direct, " 

How  can  we  execute  this  provision  of  th&law 
— ^how  direct  this  printing  to  be  done,  unless  we 
know  whatf  and  how  mwh  is  to  be  done  ?  The 
work  we  are  now  asked  to  have  done,iB  not  before 
us,  and  has  never  been  here — indeed,  it  has  no 
existence  anywhere;  for,  remember,  it  is  the 
**  plan  *'  of  puolication  upon  which  we  are  to  act, 
and  in  reeard  to  which  we  are  to  give  our  **  direc- 
tion." It  is  certainly  our  duty,  then,  I  think,  to 
postpone  all  action  upon  the  question  until  we 
nave  something  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  recall  one  (act  to  his  mind.  In  the  original 
Census  bill,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  were 
was  a  provision  for  printing  the  census  returns. 
When  the  subject  came  to  be  discussed,  it  was 
found  that  there  was  so  much  difficulty  attending 
the  making  of  a  provision  by  anticipation,  that  by 
common  consent  that  provision  was  stricken  out 
and  there  was  substituted  for  it  a  clause  that  Con- 
gress should  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  re- 
turns. It  was  said  **  We  will  wait  until  we  see 
the  returns  before  we  make  any  order  as  to  print- 
ing them." 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts is  correct  in  his  recollection.  I  thank  him 
for  the  suggestion.  It  was  said  that  as  we  differed 
so  much  about  the  details  of  the  general  plan  for 
tMng  the  census — as  the  Census  Board,  the  Cen- 
sus Committee,  and  the  Senate  each  entertained  dif- 
ferent opinions  on  subjects  which  in  all  their  parts 
were  before  us,  we  would,  indeed,  be  acting  un- 
wisely to  prescribe  what  should  be  done  in  matters 
of  which  we  had,  and  then  could  have  no  knowl- 
edge whatever.  So  we  reserved  this  final  action 
to  future  discretion,  when  the  only  proper  basis 
for  correct  action,  the  matter  to  oe  acted  upon, 
should  be  fully  and  int^igibly  before  us.  Cer- 
tainly, no  one,  then,  entertained  the  idea  that  the 
disposal  of  the  main  and  most  important  point  in. 
this  whole  matter,  that  upon  which  the  value  of 
all  the  work  depended,  and  the  disposal  of  which 
we  BO  carefully  guarded,  was  to  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  single  individual,  no  matter  what 
might  be  hie  qualifications.  The  law  which,  af- 
ter protracted  discussion,  and  the  most  careful  re- 
viaion,  we  then  passed,  reserved  this  final  action' 
to  ourselves,  ano,  in  my  opinion,  wisely  so  re- 
served it.  That  law,  also,  prescribed  the  basis  of 
our  action — a  basis  which  all  must  admit  to  be  in- 
dispensable to  useful  action,  and  there  I  think  it 
ought  to  rest,  and  so  far  as  my  vote  will  influence 
the  decision,  it  shall  rest. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  move  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table 
to  effect  the  object  intended  to  be  effected  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  that  this  matter  may  be 
postponed  until  it  shall  be  asoertained  what  H  is 
we  are  to  print.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
other  gentlemen,  that  perhaps  in  two  or  three 
weeks  this  may  be  efifected.  Now,  by  laying  the 
subject  on  the  table,  we  wiU  have  a  test  question 
on  whether  it  shall  be  postponed  or  not — not  for 
the  purpose  of  finally  disposing  of  the  resolution, 
but  that  it  may  lie  on  the  table  until  the  informal 
tion  referred  to  shall  be  received;  and  then  any 

Sntleman  can  move  to  take  it  up.    I  move  to  lay 
e  resolution  on  the  table. 
Mr.  BRADBURY.    If  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw the  motion,  I  will  renew  it.  ( 


Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  withdraw  it, 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  .  I  understand  the  object  of 
postponement  to  b^  that  we  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  historical  part  of  the 
document  which  is  being  prepared.  The  orijginal 
act  specifies  with  sufiicient  distinctness  what  is  the 
duty  of  the  Census  Board.  For  one,  I  am  totally 
opposed  to  going  beyond  what  that  aa  requires, 
and  publishing  anything  more  than  that  act  made 
necessary.  It  has  already  been  stated  bv  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Printing  that  he  should 
not  regard  it  as  his  duty  to  contract  for  the  pub- 
lication of  any  of  the  historical  part  of  the  work 
which  is  said  to  be  prepared.  He  stated  that  he 
regarded  it  as  no  part  of  the  census,  and  as  hav- 
ing no  necessary  connection  with  the  tables  which 
should  be  published.  I  think  that  is  the  general 
opinion  ofthe  Senate.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  original  resolution 
authorizing  this  committee  to  contract  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  census. 

1  really  think  that  it  is  magnifying  the  labor  of 
the  clerks  in  the  Census  Bureau  who  have  under- 
taken, as  a  work  of  supererogation,  to  turn  histo- 
rians, that  we  should  delay  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  in  order  to  examine  their  history,  and  see 
whether  we  will  imbody  it  in  the  census  returns. 
For  one,  I  am  totally  opposed  to  it,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  need  any  delay  for  that  purpose.  1  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  motion,  which  I  shall  feel  bound 
to  renew,  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri, 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  shall  get  rid  of  this 
subject  to-night.  We  wish  to  publish  the  census, 
and  we  wish  to  have  the  printing  well  done.  Com- 
petent men  are  prepared  to  contract,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed that  a  committee,  in  whom  we  can  repose 
confidence,  shall  contract  with  them,  provided  they 
can  do  it  on  fair  terms.  I  see  no  difficulty,  then, 
in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  at 
once.  It  seems  to  me  tnat  we  shall  only  magnify 
a  trifling  matter  by  attempting  to  pdstpone  our 
action  to  a  future  day.  Time  enough  has  already 
been  occupied  in  debate  on  this  question.  We 
have  seen  resolutions  of  equal  importance,  involv- 
ing an  equal  amount  of  expenditure,  passed  almost 
without  debate.  I  presume  that  every  Senator  has 
made  up  his  mind,  and  that  we  can  act  now  as  well 
as  at  any  time.  The  difficulty  that  has  arisen  in  the 
minds  of  Senators  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
suggestion  that  the  Census  Bureau  have  gone  be- 
yond the  requirements  of  tlie  law,  and  have  under- 
taken to  give  a  historical  detail  of  the  States,  the 
counties  m  the  States,  and  perhaps  the  towns. 
Inasmuch  as  we  shall  not  probably  desire  to  em- 
brace any  such  information  in  the  census  returns, 
I  think  we  may  as  well  act  on  the  resolution  now. 
According  to  promise^  I  renew  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  I  will  renew  it  if  he  requests 
it.  ' 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  made  the  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  rid  of  debate,  but  I  withdraw 
the  motion  to  accommodate  the  honoi^ble  Senator 
from  Indiana. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  find  that  this  proposition  is 
greatly  embarrassed  by  a  collateral  question  which 
nas  really  nothing  to  no  with  it.  This  resolution 
is  couched  in  very  p4ain  laujETuage.  It  directs  the 
Committee  on  Pnnting  to  perform  a  certain  duty 
— that  duty  is  pointed  out  oy  a  previous  law.  A 
previous  law  of  Congress  prescribes  that  a  census 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
taken  in  a  certain  way — that  certain  statistics  shall 
be  collected  under  proper  heads,  and  arranged  and 
classified.  This  resolution  merely  coiitemplates 
that  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to 
contract  for  the  printing  of  this  work.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  the  Board  who  have  been  charged  with 
the  duty  of  preparing  these  tables  have  added 
some  extraneous  matter.  This  question  is  em- 
barrassed by  the  consideration  whether  this  extra- 
neous historical  matter  shall  be  printed.  My 
impression  is  that  Senators  greatly  magnify  the 
amount  of  this  printing;  but  I  do  not  wisn,  by 
any  act  of  mine,  to  seek  to  force  gentlemen  to  vote 
without  haviUg  an  opportunity  of  understanding 
the  question  in  all  its  parts;  and  as  the  mover  of 
the  original  resolution  I  am  wining  to  accept  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  fVom  Maryland 
to  postpone  its  forther  consideration  until  this  day 
three  weeks,  to  give  Senators  an  opportunity  of 
looking  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  PEARCB.    The  motion  submitted  by  ma 
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was  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  this 
resolution  until  this  day  three  weeks. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Let  it  be  made  the  special 
order  for  one  o'clock  that  day. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  modify  my  motion, so  as  to 
include  that. 

The  motion  was  a^eed  to,  and  the  resolution 
was  postponed  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Tuesday,  February  3d,  proximo. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  13,  1652. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DUNCAN,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
mitting to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, the  petition  and  papers  in  the  case  of  Hector 
Brown. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SIBLEY,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  CImries  Curceno 
be  withdrawn  from  the  tiles  of  the  House  and  referred  tu  the 
Comnrittee  on  Mihtary  Aflhirs. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  rise  to  ask  the  unanimous 
cotisent  of  the  House  to  suffer  the  call  of  the  States 
to  proceed  from  the  point  where  it  ceased  yester- 
day. It  must  be  well  known  to  gentlemen  that 
there  are  many  bills  and  resolutions  to  be  intro- 
duced, and  they  cannot  be  mtroduced  by  right, 
except  on  resolution  dny*,  which  does  not  occur 
again  for  two  weeks.  I  trust  the  States  will  be 
called. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  House 
will  consent  to  do  what  they  did  on  Friday  morn- 
ing— that  is,  allow  the  States  to  be  now  called  for 
resolutions  as  they  would  have  been  in  order  under 
the  rules  on  Wedinesday  last,  all  these  bills  can  be 
introduced. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  itthe  pleasure  of  the  House 
that  this  course  shall  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the  reg- 
ular order  of  the  day. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CULLOM, leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  them  before  the  proper  Depart- 
ment, the  petition  and  papers  in  the  case  of  John 
Ditty  and  Joseph  Hadaway. 

[Mr.  BARReRE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  the  joint 
resohition  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mail  in  Califbrnia  and  Oregon;  and  it  was 
then  signed  by  the  Speaker.] 

REPORTS  or  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Coinmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the 
year  ending^tlie  30th  June,  1853;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
afid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MACflS,  from*  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gk>eer; 
wnich  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  titie« 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whol«  House,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and ,  with 
the  report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MACE,  fVom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  J.  C. 
Linn  for  damages  for  injuries  sustained  by  the 
conduct  of  certain  Unitea  States  troops;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Lewis 
H.  Bates  and  William  Lacon,  asking  to  be  indem- 
nified for  losses  sustained  by  them  in  consequence 
of  a  legal  seizure  of  a  quantity  of  iron  imported  by 
them,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  William  H.  Top- 
ping, praying  for  compensation  as  clerk  to  take 
testimony  in  relation  to  the  New  York  custom- 
house, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  p.  Allen  and  'Others,  praying  Congress 
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to  make  suitable^ provision  for  extendinra tele- 
graph line  from  Fort  Independence  to  the  Pacific; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  House 
bill  No.  23,  to  amend,  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant 
vessels,*'  approved  February  22, 1847,  and  •*  An 
act  to  provide  for  ventilating  passenger  vessels," 
approved  May  17, 1848;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  F.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  bills,  which  were  severally  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  tne  reports 
accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz? 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Williams,  Staples  WO- 
liams;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ferguson,  the  sur- 
viving partner  of  Fei^son  &  Milhardo. 

On- motion  by  Mr.  WALSH,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  MoKee  and 
Henry  Lelf,  asking  tor  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  illegal  seizure  of  the  barque  '*  Mary 
Teresa;*'  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  that  the  biH  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say 
something  against  the  bill  vrhen  it  comes  up  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  That  bOl  relates  to  an  unsur- 
veyed  tract  of  country  in  the  diitrict  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  I  would  inquire 
if  it  is  not  in  order  now  to  have  it  pert  upon  its  pas- 
sage? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  order  that  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time.  The  first  question  will  be  upon  com- 
mitting it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Is  it  in  order  to  submit  any 
remarks  upon  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Remarks  are  in  order  upon 
the  propriety  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  The  object  of  that  bill  is  to  ex- 
tend the  time  of  locating  Virginia  land  warrants  in 
the  district  of  country  commonly  known  as  the 
Virginia  military  lands.  The  time  for  locating 
those  lands  having  expired  upon  the  first  day  of 
this  month ,  the  Virginia  military  land  ofiice  in  the 
eity  of  ChUlfcothe  is  closed  against  the  entering 
of  lands  in  that  district,  until  such  a  bill  as  the 
present  may  pass.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  immediately.  1  will  not  detain 
the  House  many  minutes  upon  the  subject.  But 
my  colleague  has  some  objection  to  the  Bill,  which 
may  be  as  well  presented  now  as  at  any  other 
time.  It  is^  simply  a  question  of  time  for  locating 
these  warrants,  two  or  three  years — similar  bills 
having  passed  this  House  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  with  a  view  of  closing  that  office.  It  is  a 
singular  fact,  that  in  Ohio  the  only  unsurveyed 
lands  in  the  State  are  within  this  military  district, 
beinc:  about  eighty-five  thousand  acres.  It  is  im- 
possible to  survey,  locate,  or  appropriate  them  by 
the  holders  of  warrants,  unless  we  pass  such  a  bill 
as  this.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  extendinr  the 
time.  Certainly  the  interests  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  every  other  sectien  of  the  country  interested  in 
these  Virginia  military  wairants,  require  that  this 
office  should  be  kept  open.  We  have  a  Surve3ror 
General  who  was  appointed  by  President  .  ■  , 
and  who  keeps  an  office  in  ChiUicothe,  where  the 
original  records  of  the  Virginia  military  district 
in  Ohio  are  preserved.  I  do  not  suppose  that  it 
is  the  desire  of  my  colleague  to  shut  up  that  office, 
and  prevent  the  location  of  eifhty-five  thousand 
acres  of  land  yet  unsunreyed;  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  pass  the  bill.  I  can  see  no  nnpro- 
priety  in  it.  Congress  has  repeatedly  had  the 
subject  under  its  consideration;  and  so  far  as  I 
know,  no  objection  has  bsen  made  to  <xUnding 


the  time.  I  may  be  asked,  why  I  wish  the  time 
to  be  extended?  It  is  because  l  wish  the  surveys 
to  progress,  that  this  vacant  land  may  be  entered, 
ana  to  stimulate  the  holden  of  warrants  to  4ocato 
^them  speedily,  so  that  this  Virginia  military  dis- 
trict may  be  surveyed  and  settled.  The  time  ham 
been  extended  for  two  vears  at  a  time  by  several 
acts  of  Congress,  all  or  which  have  now  expired, 
and  I  merely  ask  that  it  may  be  again  extended. 
I  ask  that  the  bill  be  now  put  upon  its  paasagis, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  are  a  number  of 
other  gentlemen  who  desire  to  make  reports  firom 
committees,  and  as  this  is  an  important  bill,  and 
one  likely  to  give  rise  to  much  discussion,  1  mov* 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  eeotle- 
man  from  Illinois  does  not  intend  to  force  this  bill 
through  under  the  operattoa  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  send  it  to  tka 
Committee  oftheWholoonthe  stats  of  the  Uniott  » 
where  it  can  be  fully  debated. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  Hm 
comnoitment.  The  question  being  taken  on  sec- 
onding the  demand  for  the  previoua  question,  Ihero 
were— «yes  82,  noes  6-hao  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  demanded  tellera;  which 
were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  TATLOii  u»d  Sava^b 
appointed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  inquired  of  the  Chair,  what 
would  be  the  efiTect  of  the  previous  question? 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  effect  would  be 
to  bring  the  House  to  a  vote,  first  upon  themotioo 
to  refer,  and  then^n  case  of  the  motion  to  refer 
being  negatived-*upon  theengrosvneifVof  tkebfll. 

The  ouestion  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  deci- 
ded in  tne  afl^hrnative — ayes  190,  noes  not  cotmted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  ouestion  was  then  ordered,  which' wa« 
upon  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
or  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  order 
it  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was  taken  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  afimnative— a.yes  106,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  bill  was  referjced  to  the  Committee  of  tb« 
Whol^  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa»  ana  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  back  a  bill  *<authorixiiig^ 
the  payment  of  interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire (or  advances  made  for  the  use  and  bMicfit  of 
the  United  States  in  repelling  invasion  and  sap- 
pressing  insurrection  at  In&in  Stream  in  said 
State/*  with  an  amendment  and  recommendatioii 
that  the  bill  do  pass. 

Mr.  McL.  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  th« 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  ofdtr 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  STUART.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  biU 
would  go  more  appropriately  to  the  Commtltee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  niOT» 
that  it  be  so  referred.  * 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  The  reference  of  a  simi- 
lar Ml  was  made  last  session  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House.  This  is  a  claim  of  very  great 
merit,  and  one  that  should  receive  the  actios  of 
the  House  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  possible. 

Mr.  JONCS,  of  Tennessee.  I  woukl  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  if  that  bul  does 
not  make  an  appropriation,  and  is  not  a  general 
bill  to  pay  money  to  one  of  th'e  States  ?  Now,  e 
bill  of  that  kind  is  never  treated  as  a  private  elaini 
and  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaee, 
but  is  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tke 
state  of  the  Union,  where  the  lavgesl  litttude  of 
debate  is  allowed. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  In  reply  to  the  raitle> 
man  from  Tennessee,  I  will  imbm  the  House 
that  this  is  in  the  nature  of  a  private  claom,  end 
that  the  bill  and  report  are  therelbra  propeiiy  ref- 
erable to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  U 
is  not  a  public  or  general  daim,  but  it  is  a  claim 
set  up  in  eouity  and  justice  againei  the  Uniled 
States  for  tne  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  for  military  eenriose 
rendered  by  her.  Similar  claims  hate  been  al- 
lowed to  other  States,  and  I  believe  that  in  every 
instance  the  reference  has  been  to  the  Comnmtee 
of  the  Whole  House.  This  bill  was  reported  st 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  ^uled  io  beected 
on  for  want  of  snfilcient  tiiffe.  I  think  thmt  under 
i  the  nilssr«i  well  as  the  pie»sdantB»  the  motion 
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tbat  I  make  is  the  legitimate  and  proper  one,  and 
I  hope  th«i  it  will  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Nfr.  RICHARDSON.  As  this  matter  is  going 
to  lead  to  debate,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would 
first  be  taken  upon  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  for  the  reading;  of  the  bill. 

Several  Meubkrs  objected. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
ayes  62,  noes  48 — no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  MARSHAIX,  of  Kentucky,  demanded 
teller*;  which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Pcnn 
and  Wallace  appointed . 

The  question  being  again  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  39,  noes  19. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uninn. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  refer 
Che  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  it 
Wiks  taken  and  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  **  to  chaoge  the  time  for  holding  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;'* 
which  was  ^ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
¥niole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  MEADE,  from  the  Committee  on  lh«  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  following  resohition;  which 
was  conaiaered  and  agreed  to,  viz: 

SUtalvtdy  Ttial  Ibe  Commitlae  on  the  Judiciary  ioqalN 
ifliD  tbe  expediency  of  providing  by  laiv  for  t  revision  aod 
tsnaipflationof  Uia  laws*  of  the  United  States  of  a  general 


},  and  lor  imbodyitiff  in  a  separate  voIuom  the  laws 
ralasiiig  to  the  Dlvtrict  of  Colambia. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
suttee  OB  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  House  bill 
K««  1$,  "  to  regulate  the  publication  of  the  laws 
•f  theUaited  States,  and  of  the  pubNc  advertise- 
OMatf/'  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  bill  was  introduced  by 
a  gcutletiKMa  from  Maine,  who  is  confined  to  his 
mom  bjcindiapositioo.  I  hope  that  no  action  will 
he  taken  oq  it  until  he  is  able  to  be  in  his  seat. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  laid  upon 
Hm  Spealur*s  table. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back  House  bik 
Ko.  17,  to  prohibit  the  prosecutidh  of  claims 
agahjst  the  Gk>remment  by  the  HeailB  of  Depart- 
menis,  and  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress during  the  terms  of  their  respective  offices, 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committse  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  amendment  be  printed ; 
trhach  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentneky,  from  the 
Commiitoe  on  the  Judiciary,  made  an  adversa 
report  on  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Susan  T.  Randall, 
widowof  the  late  .district  judge  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  remuneration  for  certain  services  of  her 
hasband,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentneky,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bin  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  crime  in  tbe  District  of  Colum- 
hia,*'  reported  back  the  same  with  ah  amendment 
tad  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bdl  was  read. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  amendment  proposed 
hy  tbe  commitiee  is  simply  to  insert  the  words 
**or  outhouse. "  I  will  sute  to  the  House  that  as 
the  law  of  this  District  now  stands,  there  is  no 
^enaHy  attached  to  the  burning  of  an  oi^ouse, 
ftnlssa  there  is  merchandise,  grain,  or  hay  in  it, 
•t  the  time  it  is  consumed.  For  instance,  if  tr 
ninter's  shop  is  burned  in  the  District  of  CoUim- 
Mt»  with  whatever  intention,  the  offence  is  not 
yonishable  under  the  existing  law. 

lift  MR«ad«i«nt  of  the  hiw  proposed  by  thia 
Un,  is  merdy  intended  to  embrace  thai  cMe^  and 


to  render  the  willful  and  malicious  burning  of  an 
outhouse  in  which  there  are  no  goods,  subject  to 
the  same  penalty  as  the  law  attaches  to^the  burn- 
ing of  an  outhouse  with  goods  in  it.  I  suppose 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  bill,  and  I  move,  there- 
fore, that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
insert,  after  the  word  **  outhouse,"  the  words 
*'  or  building?'*  The  phraseology,  as  it  now 
stands,  would  not  include  carpenters'  shops. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  should 
suppose  **  building"  would  be  embraced  in  the 
term  **  house  or  outhouse?*' 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
that  embraces  every  kind  of  outhouse.  I  move 
to  insert  after  the  word  **  outliouse,"  the  words 
••dr  building." 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  suppose  **  house  or  out- 
house" would  cover  every  sort  of  building. 

The  SPEAKER.  *The  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary propose  to  insert  the  words  **  or  outhouse" 
after  tiie  word  **  house. " 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sackett]  wishes  to  introduce 
intd  this  bill  a  term  so  indefinite  in  its  meaning, 
and  BO  comprehensive  in  its  application  that  it  can 
scarcely  find  a  place  J n  any  law  or  even  civil  act. 
The  term  <*  biiilding"  relates  to  so  many  kinds 
oC  buildings,  and  is  so  perfectly  indefinite  in  its 
character,  that  a  man  mi^ht  be  indicted  by  it  for 
burning  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  building — any- 
thing that  has  been  constructed,  from  a  hen-coop 
up.  The  wordv  ^*  house,"  and  '*  outhouse,"  are 
those  which  have  a  legal  signification,  long  known 
in  the  common  as  weU  as  th^  statute  laws,  as  in- 
terpreted by  the  decisions  oftlie  judges  of  various 
States.  But,  as  I  have  said,  the  term  **  building" 
is  so  perfiectly  indefinite  in  its  meaning  and  so 
comprehensive  in  its  character  that  it  would  be 
impossible  not  to  indict  a  man  for  the  burning  of 
any  building,  however  petty  in  its  character.  1 
hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  not  allow  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  fVom  New 
York  [Mr.  Sackett]  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  have  no  desire  to  alter  the 
bill  so  a»  to  extend  it  in  any  way  beyond  the  in- 
tention of  the  committee  wno  reported  it.  I  was 
aware  of  the  defect  ia  the  existing  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  relation  to  the  btiming  of 
certain  unoccupied  buildings,  and  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  amend  those  laws  bv  extending  them 
so  as  to  cover  this  class  of  buikfinea  that  are  not 
now  embraced  within  it.  But  the  bill  as  report«i 
to  this  House,  in  my-oninion,  will  not  entirely  re- 
move the  difficulty.  I  tnink  it  does  not  cover  such 
buildings  efs  unocciipied  mechanics'  shops. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  would  ask  the  ^tie- 
man  if  a  mechanic's  shop  is  not  embraced  m  the 
word  **  house?"  His  shop  is  a  house,  and  if  a 
man  were  found  guilty  of  setting  it  on .  fire  he 
would  be  convicted. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McLanahan] 
may  think,  or  what  construction  his  legal  learning 
may  put  upon  the  word  ''house,"  but  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  tm  unoccupied  mechanic's 
shop  is  comprehended  in  that  term.  I  do  not  be- 
Ueve  it  at  all;  and  if  it  ia  intended  to  frame  a  bill 
here  which  shall  cover  that  character  of  building 
at  all,  and  sufficiently  general  in  its  terms  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  community  for  whom  it  is  to  be 
framed,  it  must  contain  terms  such  as  shall  cover 
every  class  of  building  that  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
tect. 

Now  I  deny  that  the  term  **  hotise"  is  thus  suf- 
ficiently comprehensive  to  embrace  every  class 
which  should  oe  protected.  It  does  not  embrace  the 
class  to  which  I  nave  before  alluded — that  of  un- 
occupied mechanics'  shops — and  I  think  such  a 
boilaing  ought  to  be  protected.  I  ajn  not  tena- 
cious as  to  the  particular  word  to  be  inserted.  If 
the  word  **  shop,"  or  any  other  which  any  gen- 
tleman ¥rill  name,  which  will  be  sufiicieiitly  com- 
prehensive to  oove/  every  class  of  buildings  that 
need  protection  is  more  acceptable,  I  am  satisfied. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  l^al  signification  given 
to  the  terra  *<  house"  whi(^  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McLakabav]  gives  it.  I  am 
not  aware,  especially,  that  in  criminal  jurispru- 
dence, laws  are  so  construed  as  to  embrace  within 
particular  terms  objects  other  than  those  which 
are  particularly  included  in  those  terms.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  construction  in  criminal  law. 
Upon  the  other  hand*  particMitf  tennpy  sudU  M 


**  house,"  are  used  to  designate  a  particular  class 
of  buildings,  and  none  other.  If  this  is  so,  and 
if  the  committee  intend  to  embrace  the  class  of 
buildings  to  which  I  have  referred,  then  some 
more  comprehensive  term  should  be  used. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  do  not 
wish  to  detain  tbe  House  with  useless  discussion 
upon  thia  subject.  The  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary think  that  every  building  that  should  be 
protected  will  be  protected  by  the  term  **  house 
or  outhouse."  The  bill,  as  originally  introduced 
by  the  eentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans,] 
was  drafted  by  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  in  tliis 
city.  The  committee  have  enlarged  the  oill,  and 
have  made  no  other  alteration  than  to  enlarge  it 
by  the  addition  of  the  words  **or  outhouse;"  and 
they  supposed  that  the  class  of  buildinss  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sack- 
ett] would  certainly  be  embraced  by  the  term 
**  house  or  outhouse;"  and  I  must  say  that  I  do 
not  understand  what  sort  of  a  building  would  not 
be  embraced  by  that  term.  The  law  does  not 
provide  a  penalty  for  burning  a  detached  shop,  if 
It  is  not  connected  with  a  house.  The  bill  wtiich 
the  committee  reported  expressly  provides  a  pen- 
alty for  the  burning  of  tnat  cwss  of  buildings. 
The  conclusion  whicn  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  exoresses  upon  this  subject,  1  do  not  think 
is  one  wnich  the  authorities  will  bear  out.  For 
the  purpose  of  terminating  thia  discussion,  how- 
ever, I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  hope  the  gentleman  wiU 
withdraw  that  call  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    1  cannot  withdraw  it. 

Mr*  WALSH.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question.  We  had 
better  follow  the  layirs  of  Maryland  upon  (his  sub- 
sect.  I  have  jttst'procured  a  copy  of  those  lawa 
from  the  L*bfary— .— 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  i«  not  in  order.* 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia.  I  move  to 
lav  the  bill  upon  the  table*  in  order  that  it  may  bo 
taken  iip  at  some  future  time,  when  wc  may  ex- 
amine it  more  fully. 

Mr.  T.  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  question  now  being  upon  seconding  the  do* 
ixiand  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  demanded  tellew;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Walsh,  and  TuoMFtow  of 
Vii^inia,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  i^ and  the  tellers 
reported— «yes  80— noes  not  rx>unted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put, 
which  main  question  was  upon  the  adoption  or  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Sackett,  to  insert  after  the  words 
**or  outhouse"  the  words  «or  building,"  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  reported  by  the  conmiittee,  and, 
beine  taken,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  now  bein^,  **Sha]l^the  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  tirfie?" 

Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  said  tliat,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question— which  extended  to  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time-^-a  motion  to  refer  would  not  be  in  order. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and,  having  been  engrossed,  it 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  STUART  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  taken,  by  which 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  submit  that  motion; 
and  upon  it  I  wish  to  ofier  a  word  or  two.  Before 
doing  so,  however,  I  ank  that  tlie  bill  as  amended 
may  be  read. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  the  merits  of  this  bill,  nor  tne  pro- 
priety of  the  amendment  which  has  been  intro- 
duced by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  for 
unless  it  be  printed  or  placed  in  our  hands,  no 
profitable  discussion  in  reUtion  to  it  can  be  carried 
on  without  great  difficulty.  But,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  the  argument  of  members  of 
that  committee.  My  object  m  moving  this  recon- 
sideration, is  to  have  this  bil)  referred  to  the  Com-i 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
to  have  it  printed,  that  gentlemen  may  examine  it 
and  be  able  to  reach  this  very  difSculiy  which  these 
amendments  are  designed  to  reach.  Now,  if  the 
construction  of  this  term  "  outhouse**  is  such  as 
is  ordinarily  ^ven  it,  certainly  no  gentleman  will 
pretend  that  it  reaches  the  difficulty  presented  in 
the  original  bill.  The  term  **  outhouse**  is  settled 
by  authorilv.  As  I  understand  the  term,  **  out- 
house" reacnes  only  to  such  buildings  as  are  per- 
tinent to  the  roaia  building — which  are  in  the  cur- 
tilage. It  is  not  an  independent  building.  An 
independent  building,  occupied  for  a  difi*erent pur- 
pose, does  not,  as  I  understand  it,  come  within 
that  class  of  buildings  known  as  outiiouses.  Now 
our  judicial  construction  upon  acts  of  this  kind, 
are  necessarily  very  close.  The  crime  of  arson  is 
one  of  the  very  highest  known  to  our  laws,  and 
the  most  rigiu  rule  of  construction  is  therefore 
always  given  to  acta  of  this  character.  But  **  out- 
house** or  *•  house**  being  terms  well  known  to 
criminal  law, .have  necessarily  received  a  settled 
and  definite  construr^on;and  they  do  not,  1  repeat, 
reach  such  indei)endent  buildings  as  a  shop,  office, 
store,  or  any  building  of  that  character.  I  am  not 
by  any  means  prepared  to  sav  that  this  bill  does 
not  reach  any  difficulty  whicn  it  was  intended  to 
cover;  but  i  am  prepared  to  say,  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  law  1  do  say,  though  with  deference 
to  every  other  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  that  the 
construfction  that  is  sought  to  be  given  here  to  the 
term  **  outhouse,'*  will  be  founa  not  to  be  sus- 
tained by  judicial  authority.  But  inasmuch  as  I 
am  at  ail  times  very  much  averse  to  occupying  the 
time  of  this  House,  and  especially  so  at  tnis  time 
when  other  committees  desire  to  report,  I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  reconsider  the  order  for 
engrossing  this  bill,  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  have 
it  printed,  so  that  «re  may  all  read  and  understand 
it,  and  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  not 
only  to  this  District,  but  to  the  whole  community, 
by  80  perfecting  tht  law  that  it  will  reach  every 
oitence  within  its  contemplation. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of^ Kentucky.  My  object, 
and,  of  course,  the  object  of  every  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  is  to  cover  by  law, 
and  by  penal  law,  all  classes  of  offences  of  which 
complaint  has  been  made.  It  is  of  veiy  little  avail 
to  carry  on  this  discussion  about  the  term  **  out- 
house.^* My  "opinion  is  that  every  building  de- 
tached from  the  main  building,  whether  it  is  tn  the 
curtilage  or  not,  is  embraced  by  the  term  **  out- 
house.^* I  have  had  my  attention  drawn  particu- 
larly to  the  matter,  but  I  have  no  pride  of  opinion 
about  it.  - 1  understand  that  if  we  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
^ossed  and  read  a  third  time,  that  it  will  then  be 
m  a  conditioii  for  amendment,  and  I  suppose  the 
insertion  of  the  word  *'  shop/*  would  settle  the 
matter,  and  probably  cover  every  u>ecies  of  build- 
ing which  would  not  be  coverea  by  the  term 
•* Louse  or  outhouse." 

Mr.  THOMPSON,,  of  Virginia.  Would  it 
cover  a  printing  office? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  suppose  so.  I  suppose 
the  term  *•  house,  outhouse,  or  shop  **  would 
cover  a  printings  office.  I  trust,  however,  that 
inasmuch  as  this  discussion  has  arisen,  that  the 
House  will  take  the  matter  under  its  own  charge. 
I  hope  the  reconsideration  asked  for  will  be  given, 
and  if  offences  go  unpunished  while  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  is 
reaching  it,  that  the  House  will  be  ready  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  it. 

Mr.  TUCK.  1  rise  for  thepurposp  of  moving 
the  previous  question.  But  before  doing  so  I  wish 
to  say  that  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  some  ad- 
ditional legislation  is  necessary  for  this  District,  in 
order  to  provide  the  means  for  bringing  criminals 
to  punishment.  The  proposition  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  they  have 
given  it  their  consideration.  They  have  made  a 
report,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  in,  and 
wnich  was  satisfactory  to  that  committee.  Tliey 
propose  in  a  certain  manner,  and  by  a  certain 
metnod,  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  ease;  and 
they  call  for  certain  action  by  this  House.  Now, 
gentlemen  rise  here  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment 
and  propose  a  different  course.  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon 
this  subject,  I  will  not  say  that  it  does  not  com- 
port with  my  notions  of  a  proper  respect  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  giv^  to  this  little 


bill,  so  comparatively  unimportant,  a  direction 
diflereni  from  that  wnich  they  have  unanimously 
agreed  to  recommend.  But  for  myself,  I  will  say 
that  I  ha^e  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  supporting  by 
my  vote  the  proposed  action  or  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  J  shall  vote  against  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  I  now  move  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  would  be  glad  to  accommodate 
the  gentleman,  but  I  cannot  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  to  withdraw. 

Nlr.  PARKER.    I  am  in  favor  of  this  new  di- 


rection- 


Mr.  TUCK.  The  gentleman  misunderstood  me. 
T  declined  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table.  * 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  no  further  debate  can 
be  entertained. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsiaer  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky ,  called  for  the 
previous  question  upon  the  passage  o€  the  bill; 
and,  upon  a  division,  there  were — ayes  64,  noes 
36 — no  ojuorum  voting, 

'  Mr.  M.  demanded  tellers;  Vhich  were  ordered, 
and  Messrs.  Harais,  of  Tennessee,  and  Vbn able 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported^-ayes  84,  noes  not  cminted. 

So  the  previous  question  r^eivcd  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  which 
main  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRAGKj^,  from  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  following  bills,  which  were  sev- 
erally read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow;  and, 
with  the  reports  accompanying,  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  and  heirs 
of  John  Fletcher;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lewis. 

Mr.  OIDDINGS.  I  wish  to  ask  if  the  morning 
hour  has  not  expired? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  ha#. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS.  I  move,  then,  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  of  committees  are 
still  in  order. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Comroinee  on  Naval  Atfiirs  be  dis- 
chaii^  m>m  the  Airtber  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
John  O.  Wilkinfton,  praying  compentation  for  bit  services 
as  Navy  Pension  Agent  for  the  years  1836. 1837,  and  part  of 
Uic  year  1838 ;  and  also  of  the  petition  or  Charles  Reeder. 
praying  compensation  for  services  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  to  make  experimental  trials  of  Inventions  and 
plan;*  to  prevent  the  expffndon  <^  steam-boilers;  and  that 
they  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  the  two  several  petitions 
above  referred  to  had  been  heretofore  favorably 
reported  upon  by  different  committees  to  which 
they  had  been  referred,  but  that  the  House  bad 
decided  against  them;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  not  disposed  to  revive  the  dis- 
cussion of  these  matters,  and  therefore  had  in- 
structed him  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  their 
fhrlher  consideration. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  also  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Pendergrast,  a  com- 
mander in  the  United  States  Navy;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  •made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  re- 
port accompanying,  ordered  to  oe  printed. 

Mr.  GOODENOW,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Han- 
nah Sampson ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Q.  If  the  House  vnW  consent,  I  desire  that 
the  bill  may  now  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  FICJKLIN..  Let  it  be  committed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  it 
eannot  be  put  upon  ita  passage. 


The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of  th* 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  or- 
dered to  be  printed.    , 

Mr.  TUCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Peter  Winifred  Ashby,  deceased,  pray- 
ing for  arrears  of  pension,  made  an  adverse  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed.  / 

Mr.  T.  al8p,fVom  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Jackson; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BOCOCK;  from  the  Committee  on  N^aval 
Affturs,  reported  two  several  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Gustavus  A.  De  Russy,  and  James  McCormick, 
assignee  of  Robert  A.  Parker;  which  were  sever* 
ally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles, 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow« 
and,  with  tne  report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be 
pcinted. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  n^iade  adverse  reports 
in  the  following  cases;  which  were  ordered  to  li« 
upon  the  table,  viz:     » 

In  the  case  of  the  memorial  of  DanieLGuer- 
rant,  praying  compensation  for  injuries  received 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States;  and 

In  the  case  of  the  memorial  of  Tamza  Smith, 
for  relief  for  expenses  incurred  in  supporting 
Amos  F.  Stillson,  an  officer  and  soldier  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Charles  H.  Pointer,  praying  comoensation  aa 
an  invalid  on  account  of  aisabiUty  oy  sickness 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  th^  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Hughes, 
of  Tennessee;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  adverse  resorts,  in 
the  following  cases;  which  wm  ordered  to  Ue 
upon  the  tabb  and  be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Whinne^,  praying  for 
compensation  on  occount  of  disability  fbom  ex- 
posure and  fatigue  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  miring  the  war  of  1812;  and 

Upon  the  petition  of  Elijah  Close,  praying  Pon- 
gress  to  grant  him  a  pension  for  disability  occa- 
sioned by  exposure  in  the  war  of  1813. 

Mr.*  J.  eJso,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  bills;  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  ana,  with  the  reporia 
accompanyinjg^,  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 
.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Tribeau; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wright,  jr.;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kerbaugh.  ^ 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ichabod  Weymoutn;  which  was  read,  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  report  accompanying, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  asked  the  unanimous  eonsent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  prerions 
notice  had  been  given;  but  o^leotion  bdng  made, 
it  was  not  introcuiced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  die  relkf 
of  John  Mcintosh;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  rsfi^rred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wlrole  House,  and  made  the  apeciel  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  report  accom- 
panying, ordered  to  be  printed.     ^ 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  mode 
adverse  reports  in  the  following  cases;  which  were 
sevendly  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  be 
priotsdy  vis: 
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The  petition  of  Susan  M .  Sweeny,  the  widow 
©f  Thomas  Sweeny,  praying  to  be  placed  upon 
the  pension  rolls,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
her  nusband  by  disease  contracted  while  in  the 
miJitary  service  during  the  Mexican  war; 

The  petition  of  Ephraim  Sharp,  of  Dryden, 
ToropkiDS  county,  New  York,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion; 

The  petition  of  Jacob  Shy,  praying  for  a  back 
pension  on  account  of  senrices  in  the  war  of  1812; 
The  petition  of  Samuel  Butler,  praying  for  a 
pension  on  account  of  disability  incurr^  in  the 
military  senrice  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  of 
1812;  and  also 

The  petition  of  Eliza  Merrill,  of  Bangor,  Maine, 
praying  for  arrears  of  pension  due  James  Merrill. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  am  author- 
ized by  the  Committee  on  Puolic  Buildines  to 
state,  tnat  there  is  a  bill  from  the  Senate  now  Tying 
upon  the  Speaker's  table,  appropriating  the  sum 
^twelve  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  fitting 
up  two  rooms  to  be  occupied  as  a  library,  and  for 
coniaining  the  books  wnich  shall  be  purchased 
with  the  money  which  was  appropriate  for  that 
purpose  by  a  Bill  passed  yesterday.  The  Com- 
mittee  on  Fublic  cuildings  are  desirous  that  the 
bill  should  be  passed  immediately,  and  I  am  au- 
thorized by  them  to  ask  the  unammous  consent  of 
the  House  that  it  may  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon 

DOW. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made  the  bill 
cannot  now  be  taken  up. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories  was  discharged  from  the 
fiirther  consideration  of  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Iowa*  OQ  the  subject  of  compensation  to  the  sol- 
diers and  others,  while  that  State  was  a  Territory, 
for  ddendin^  the  southern  boundary  of  said  Ter- 
ritory; and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Militaiy  Affairs. 

Bir.  NEMTTON.  I  ask  the  consent  of  ^le 
House  to  withdraw  certain  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  House,  for  the  purpose  or  returning  them  to 
their  owners. 

Mr.  STEPHENS^  of  Oeoiigia.    I  object. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Are  reports  from  select  com- 
miciees  io  order  now  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are. 
Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then,  sir,  I  propose  to  make 
a  report  from  the  sdect  committee  to  which  was 
rtlerred  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  act 
of  September  28,  1850,  entitlea  *'An  act  granting 
bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
were  ennged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,'  and  the  subject  of  ainending  and  extend- 
ing the  bounty  land  bill.  The  report  is  to  strike 
out  the  original  bill  that  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  insert  the  following  as  a  substitute 
thereTor,  riz: 

Skc.  I.  BeU  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ho/uee  of  Repre- 
Mmtmtivea  of  the  United  state*  of  America  in  Congfett  at- 
iembted.  That  aU  cerUflcatea  Or  warmnts  far  military  boun^ 
landi  iniieli  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  iwueid  under 
njr  taw  of  die  United  States,  tnd  all  certificates  of  valid 
loouioMi  of  the  same  which  nave  been  or  n(hy  hereafter  be 
Bade,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  assif  naUe  by  indorsement 
0iereeQ,aiid  such  assignment  shall  ba  executed  and  ac- 
knowledged, or  proved,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the 
same  Ibrmatities  Uiat  deeds  for  the  conveyance  of  land  are 
executed  and  acknowledged,  or  proved,  in  the  State  or  Ter- 
ritory where  such  assignment  shall  be  made. 

&m€.  3.  And  be  it  fmrtker  enacted^  Tliat  ftom  and  after 
Ibr  pasnge  of  this  act,  the  reciscers  and  receivers  of  the 
Qailed  States  land  offices  shall  each  be  entitled  to  receive 
fifty  cents  fbr  his  services  in  locating  each  bounty  land 
warrant  by  him  located,  tn  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons 
loealiag  the  same ;  but  thi«  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as 
to  allow  any  register  or  receiver  to  receive  any  greater 
ouudmam  of  salary  and  fees  than  by  law  he  is  now  enti- 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it/mtker  enacted^  That  the  act  of  which 
iWs  act  is  cxpUmalory.  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  include 
aO  eonmiisifloned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cisas,  and  privates  of  militia,  volunteers  and  rangers  who 
were  mustered  lato  the  service  of  the  United  States  fbr  the 
ssfiprcssiofi  or  prevention  of  Indian  hostllitiea,  or  whose 
•srrioss  of  that  oiiaraetar  were  recognized  mid  paid  by  the 
Csited  States  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  and  who 
twed  the  length  of  time  required  by  said  act 

Sac.  4.  And  be  tt  further  enacted^  That  in  computing 
tbe  imn  of  aervice  or  the  ofleers  and  soldiera  vf  militia, 
iMaaieersy  and  caagers,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  or  of 
tke  act  of  which  this  act  is  explanatory,  such  term  shall  be 
eoBputed  from  the  time  they  were  mustered  into  the  ser- 
«Ve  of  and  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  time  tliey  were 
Aietaaiged  therefhvou 

St^.  S.  And  be  ftfuirther  enadted.  That  if  any  officer  or 
nUter  enticled  to  bounty  land  under  this  act  or  under  the 
Mof  wifell  ftis  act  it  tzplaastnry,  has  died  since  the  pas- 


sage of  said  act,  or  shall  hereafter  die  without  having  ob- 
tained a  warrant  tor  the  same,  leaving  a  widow,  the  war- 
lant  shall  issue  to  such  widow ;  if  no  widow,  then  kuch 
warrant  shall  ifsue  to  his  minor  hcini,  if  any  snail  survive 
him ;  add  if  the  warrant  shall  have  issued  before  hix  death, 
then  such  warrant  shall  pass  to  and  be  vested  in  his  widow, 
if  he  shall  leave  one  i  and  if  no  widow,  then  to  his  minor 
heirs,  if  any. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  the  warrants 
which  have  t>oen,  or  may  hereatter  be  issued,  iu  pursuance 
(tf  said  act,  or  of  tiiis  act,  may  be  located  upon  any  lands  of 
the  United  States  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  time  of 
such  location. 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tlie  proviso  to 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explana- 
tory, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been 
directed  to  report  the  atnendment  that  has  just 
been  read  by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  The 
minority,  however,  will  probably  offer  another 
amendment  to  the  bill.  The  bill  will  stand,  if 
amended  as  we  propose,  so  as  to  make  certificates 
assignable  by  an  assignment  upon  the  warrant  in 
the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  restrictions 
that  deeds  are  required  to  be  executed  in  the  jre- 
spective  States  where  the  warrants  are  assigned. 
The  object  of  the  committee  in  making  this  pro- 
vision was  this:  they  supposed  with  such  a  pro- ' 
vision  the  officers  and  citizens  of  the  different 
States  would  more  readily  understand  what  thev 
had  to  do  in  makine  valid  assignments  of  certin- 
cates  than  in  any  other  way.  Every  public  officer 
of  a  State  understands,  or  can  readOy  ascertam, 
what  steps  he  haa  to  take  to  execute  a  valid  deed; 
and,  consequently,  he  can  take  the  same  steps  for 
the  assignment  of  a  land  warrant.  I  apprehend 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  Department's  ascer- 
taining what  are  the  laws  in  'the  different  States 
upon  we  subject.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  upon 
that  score.  They  can  easily  inform  themselves  of 
the  laws  of  the  several  States  for  the  proper  exe- 
cution of  a  deed.  No  difficulty  will  arise  ih  the 
application  of  these  laws  to  the  assignment  of 
warrants. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  am 
not  aware  what  is  the  motion  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  upon  an  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee  to  the  original  biU  re-, 
rerred  to  them. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  submit  whether  it  is  in  order  to 
do  that,  unless  there  is-a  motion  submitted  that  the 
bill  be  put  upon  its  passage  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee.  There 
being  no  motion  to  commit  the  bill,  that  is  the 
question  before  the  Hpuse. 

Mr.  TUCK.  Is  itfb  order  to  move  to  commit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  } 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Not  until  the  gentleman  gets 
the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  second  section  is  in 
reference  to  the  payment  of  registers  and  receivers 
for  the  location  of  bounty  land  warrants.  The 
committee  have  striken  out  this  section  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  and  propose  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  these  officers  for  locating  land  warrants  here- 
after. It  may  be  possible  that  in  some  of  the 
{offices  labor  nas  been  done  for  which  their  fees 
and  salary  have  not  been  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion; but  it  was  impossible  at  this  time  for  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  receipts  by  registers 
and  receivers  throughout  the  United  States  to  as- 
certain which  had  and  which  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently paid  for  the  services  they  rendered.  We 
considered  it  was  better  to  leave  those  officers  in- 
dividually to  prefer  their  claims  to  the  Govern- 
ment. If  their  case  is  meritorious,  undoubtedly 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  be  disposed 
to  grant  relief.  But  in  many  of  these  offices  they 
are  not  entitled  to  this  privilege.  They  have  in 
manyinstances  received  almost  the  maximum  the 
law  allows  them  to  receive;  without  any  payment 
whatever  for  the  location  of  land  warrants.  In 
other  places  they  have  not  received  near  that 
amount.  It  would  be  a  long  and  tedious  investi- 
gation to  examine  into  every  case  to  find  out 
whether  the  officer  has  received  an  adeouate  com- 
pensation for  his  services  or  not.  We  did  not 
I  consider  it  proper  to  load  down  a  bill  of  a  general 
character,  as  this  is,  with  these  individual  claims 
for  services  rendered — for  some  of  which  there 
was  rm  right  of  payment.  They  are  left  in  the 
same  situation  as  private  claMis.  We  provide 
for  the  future  claims  of  officers  for  locating  these 


warrants,  that  the  repster  and  receiver  for  the 
location  of  a  warrant  receive  each  fifty  cents.  That 
is  the  fee  which  they  are  now  entitled  to  for  locating 
forty  acres  of  land  at  one  per.cent.  upon  the  money 
received  by«ach  officer.  They  now  receive,  the 
reff  ister  one  per  cent,  and  the  receiver  one  per  cent, , 
which  would  make  for  the  location  of  forty  acres 
to  each  officer  fifty  cents.  I  submit  to  the  House 
that  there  is  no  more  trouble  in  the  location  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  than  tliere  is  in  locating 
forty  acres  of  land.  We,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
pay  any  more  in  the  one  case  than  in.  the  other. 
The  committee  could  not  conceive  why  there 
should  be  a  distinction.  The  distinction  is  a  rea- 
sonable one,  if  the  officer  has  to  take  charge  of 
the  funds.  He  there  incurs  a  responsibility,  and 
that  responsibility  increases  with  the  amount  of 
money  received.  This  cannot  apply  where  lands 
are  located  by  means  of  warrants,  in  this  respect 
the  committee  have  changed  the  original  oifl. 
They  make  the  fee  payable  in  all  cases  by  the 
person  who  makes  tne  location,  whether  he  be 
the  original  grantee  or  not.  The  original  bill  pro- 
vides, if  the  land  is  entered  by  the  assignee,  that 
the  fee  should  be  paid  by  him,  and  I  apprehend 
no  gentleman  will  doubt  if  the  land  warrant  is 
to  he  sold  and  transferred,  the  transferee  has  to 
pay  this  additional  price  for  locating  the  warrant. 
That  enters  into  consideration  when  he  buys  the 
warrant.  There  can  be  no  propriety  in  maxing  a 
distinction  in  the  payment  of  the  fee,  when  it  is 
located  by  the  original  grantee,  or  by  his  assignee. 
If  it  is  located  by  the  assignee,  he  should  be  made 
to  pay  the  fee.  I  submit  to  every  member  of  the 
House  whether  every  business  man  will  not  take 
that  into  consideration  when  he  buys  the  warrant 
from  the  original  mntec,  and  whether  there  is  any 
reason  in  pnndpTe  or  practice  why  there  should 
be  ft  distinction  between  the  payment  of  the  fee  by 
the  person  to  whom  the  warrant  has  been  granted 
or  his  assignee. 

The  next  section  provides  for  that  class  of  men 
who  are  called  out  for  the  suppression  or  pre- 
vention of  Indian  hostilities  under  the  authority 
of  the  States,  but  whose  services  were  recognized 
and  paid  for  by  the  United  States  out  of  the  public 
Treasury.  We  thought  that  this  was  no  more 
than  fair;  no  more  than  justice  demanded.  If  fbr 
these  services  they  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury,  the  presumption  is  that  they  were  val- 
uable to  the  General  Government.  Tnere  is  no 
reason  why,  the  Government  having  considered 
these  services  of  so  mucK  advantage  as  to  require 
at  their  hands  remuneration,  they  should  not  be 
put  upon  the  same  footing  with  persons  legiti- 
mately caHed  into  the  service  of  the  tXfiited  States. 
In  this  respect  we  have  not  departed  to  any  extent 
from  the  original  bill. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  time  of  ser- 
vice shall  not  be  computed,  as  is  now  done,  at  the 
Department,  but  tlmt  in  computing  the  term  of 
service  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  of  militia,  vol- 
unteers, and  rang[ers,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
or  the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explanatory,  such 
term  shall  be  computed  from  the  time  they  were 
mustered  into  the  service  and  paid  by  the  iJnited 
States  to  the  time  they  were  actually  discharged 
therefrom.  The  object  is  to  cover  all  that  class  of 
cases.  I  will  give  you  an  instance:  In  the  Black 
Hawk  war  rangers  were  called  out  for  twelve 
months  service.  The  war  closed  after  they  had  been 
in  service  only  thirty  days,  some  sixty  and  some 
ninety  days;  but  those  troops  were  kept  in  active 
service  upon  the  Indian  fh>ntier  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidating  the  tribes  and  to  keep  them  in  order, 
for  the  whole  term  for  which  they  were  enlisted — 
twelve  months.  Yet  the  Department,  because  the 
Black  Hawk  war  ceased  within  thirty,  sixty,  or 
ninety  dajs  after  their  enlistment,  say  they  shaH 
only  receive  a  warrant  for  the  time  they  served  in 
the  war. 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  those  cases  where 
application  is  upon  file  in  the  Department,  and 
where  no  warrant  has  issued,  that  if  any  person 
entitled  to  bounty  land  under  thisact,  or  under  the 
act  of  which  this  act  is* explanatory,  has  died,  or 
hereafter  shall  die,  the  warrant  shall  issue  to  the 
widow  in  the  first  instance  upon  her  application; 
if  no  widow,  then  to  the  minor  heirs,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  had  died  after  obtaining  the  war- 
rant.   It  also 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  With  the  consent  of  my 
friend  from  Indiana,  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry. 
The  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to  whom 
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this  bill  was  referred,  underatands  that  this  fiAh 
section  changes  the  mode  of  descent  and  transfers 
this  warraunt  to  the  widow,  and  if  there  is  no  wid- 
ow M>  the  minor  heir^.  The  widow  possesses  it 
entirely,, and  no  benefit  accrues  at  all  to  tlie  minor 
heiss  unless  there  is  no  widow. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  In  that  respect  we  follow 
precisely  the  original  act.  In  case  the  soldier  died 
before  his  warrant  has  issued,  we  give  the  warrant 
when  it  does  issue,  in  the  salme  manner  as  if  he 
Imd  not  made  his  application,  to  his  widow;  and  if 
there  is  no  widow,  to  his  minor  heirs.  If  he  has 
made  application  which  has  been  acted  upon,  and 
a  warrant  issued  but  not  located,  and  shall  there- 
after die,  the  bill  provides  that  the  warrant  shall 
first  descend  to  his  widow,  and  then  to  his  minor 
hetrs.  If  the  intention  was  originally,  as  the  act 
indicates,  to  give  it  first  to  the  soldier,  and  in  case 
of  his  death,  to  his  widow,  or  if  there  is  no  widow, 
to  his  minor  heirs,  is  there  any  reason  why  we 
should  make  a  distinction  between  the  soldiers  who 
die  afler  tlie  application  and  before  the  warrant 
has  issued,  ana  those  who  die  after  the  warrant 
has  been  issued?  We  all  know  very  well  in  the 
Western  country,  that  when  you  come  to  divide  a 
land  warrant  amongst  a  half-a-dozen  heirs  in  that 
way,  it  amounts  to  nothing.  The  original  inten- 
tion was  to  provide  for  the  widow,  and  then  for 
the  minor  children,  to  help  her  to  supportand  edu- 
cate them  until  they  arrived  at  maturuy,  and  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves. 

The  ^ sixth  section  of  the  act  provides  that  the 
warrants  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
issued  under  these  acts,  may  be  located  upon  any 
lands  of  the  United  States  subject  to  private  entry. 
In  other  words,  this  secticoi  repealsa  proviso  which 
we  recollect  was  forced  upon  Congress  with  our 
eyes  open,  requiring  these  warrants  to  be  located 
upon  lands  then  in  market.  I  allude  to  the  proviso 
WAich  was  moved  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill,  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Vinton,]  not  now  a  member,  of  this  House. 

Mr.  LOCKH  ART.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  this  sixth  section  does  not  violate  one  of 
the  general  land  laws — wbetlier  it  does  not  permit 
these  warrants  to  be  located  upon  alternate  sections 
reserved  at  a  double  price  where  lands  have  been 
granted  to  railways  and  other  public  improvements? 

Mr.  DUNHAM .  I  take  it  the  fair  construction 
of  this  law  would  not  interfere  with  that  class  of 
landf.  They  are  not  embraced  in  the  term  **  to 
be  subject  to  private  entry."  I  apprehend  when 
we  speak  of  lands  open  to  private  entry,  the  fair 
interpretation  would  be,  Imida  open  to  private  entry 
at  the  minimum  price.  That  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee;  and  if  gentlemen  think  the  bill  is 
not  sufficiently  guarded  in  that  respect,  they  can 
amend  it. 

The  seventh  9ection  repeals  the  proviso  to  the 
original  bill,  which  prevents  members  of  Congress, 
who  are  entitled  to  bounty  hmd  under  the  late  law, 
and  under  the  Mexican  bounty  land  law^  from 
receiving  it.  I  have  given  this  brief  explanation, 
that  the  House  may  be  aware  of  the  reasons  that 
led  to  the  adoption  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  MEADE.     If  the  gentleman  will  allow 

Mr.  DUNHAM  yielded. 

Mr.  MEADE.  To  bills  of  this  character,  when 
before  the  House,  it  is  very  inconvenient,  if  pos-  ^ 
sible,  to  getamendments  in  deemed  to  be  essential. 
1  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Dunham]  some  of  the  defects  I  consider  attached 
to  this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  altered 
the  mode  by  which  asaignments  shall  be  made 
and  prbved,  by  abrogating  the  forms  recognized 
by  the  Department,  and  requiring  these  assign- 
ments to  be  authenticated  in  the  same  way  deeds 
are  authenticated  in  the  State  where  the  holder  of 
the  warrant  lives.  Now,  I  think  it  is  very  likely 
that  in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  as  in  my 
own,  it  would  prevent  the  sale  of  the  warrants, 
or  at  least  incumber  them  with  so  many  difilcul- 
ties,  that  the  object  of  this  amendment,  explana- 
tory to  the  act  passed  by  Congress,  would  ue  en- 
tirely defeated.  We  all  know  that  the  mode  by 
which  warrants  are  now  assignable  is  by  assign- 
ment in  blank,  and  they  are  certified  in  the  usual 
way  by  a  notary  or  magistrate,  with  the  certificate 
ana  seal  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  the 
party  resides.  They  are  passed  off  into  the  hand 
of  some  attorney,  or  member  of  Congress,  to  sell 
for  the  claimant,  and  when  he  sells  he  inserts  the 
name  of  the  assignee.    Such  an  assiginment  as 


that  in  my  State,  under  this  provision,  would  not 
be  a  good  one,  because  if  the  assignment  was  to 
be  certified  and  proved  in  the  manner  deeds  are  in 
my  State,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  certified 
officer  there — a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  recite  the 
deed,  and  in  this  case  to  recite  the  assignment. 
Now  the  object  for  which  this  law  was  passed 
would,  in  the  case  of  my  people,  be  entirely  de- 
feated ,  or  to  a  great  extent.  Tnis  is  one  objection 
to  the  proposed  mode  of  certifying  assignments.  1 
think  the  mode  is  now  understood  through  the 
country;  and  as  they  usually  attach  the  form  to 
every  warrant  issued,  it  is  a  better  mode  of  as- 
signmer  than  that  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Another  objection  that  suggests  itself  to  me  is, 
that  it  does  not  provide  for  cases  that  may  happen. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  should  like  to  know  which 
of  the  gentlemen  has  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Dunham]  is  entitl^  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MEADE,  lam  only  suggesting  the  amend- 
ments the  gentleman  may  make  to  save  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  have  to  notice  but  one  other  de- 
fect I  perceive  in  this  bill.  It  is  this:  it  provides, 
that  if  the  warrant  shall  have  issued  before  the 
death  of  the  warrantee,  then  such  warrant  shall 
pass  to,  and  be  invested,  in  his  widow,  if  he  shall 
leave  one;  if  no  widow,  tlien  to  his  minor  heirs. 
Now  suppose  a  man  dies  after  obtaining  his  war- 
rant, and  leaves  no  widow  and  no  minor  heir,  it 
would  seem  this  bill  intends  to  deprive  his  general 
heirs  of  the  warrant  in  that  case. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  That  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MEIADE.  I  hardly  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stepukn8|  understands  me. 
The  warrant  has  been  issued;  it  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  claimant;  he  keeps  it  for  twelve 
months,  or  five  years,  and  dies  without  having  as- 
signed it,  leaving  no  widow  or  infant  children — is 
it  intended  by  this  bill  that  tliis  warrant  shall  go 
back  to  the  Government,  thus  cutting  off  the  gen- 
eral heirs  ?  In  that  case,  by  inference,  this  bill 
would  seem  to  involve  such  a  result,  for  it  says,  if 
the  warrant  shall  have  issued  before  his  death, 
then  such  warrant  shall  pass  to,  and  be  invested, 
in  his  widow;  if  no  widow,  then  to  his  minor 
heirs.  In  a  majority  of  casQS,  they  have  no  widow 
and  minor  heirs.  Many  of  these  soldiers  are  so 
old  that  all  of  their  children  have  grown  up.  In 
such  a  case  as  that,  warrants  would  be  dead  prop- 
erty, and  pass  to  nobody;  but  it  would  appear 
such  a  warrant  was  in  existence,  and  so  much 
land  had  passed  out  of  th»hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   It  would  involve  great  abuses. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  will  allow  me  to  ask  him 
a  question  in  reference  to  this  matter.  This  lan- 
guage seems  to  apply  to  warrants  now  in  exist- 
ence, and  to  cases  in  which  the  holder  may  have 
died,  or  may  hereafter  die.  I  ask  the  gentleman, 
whether  it  is  possible  for  the  Government  of  thp 
United  States  to  control  the  descent  of  that  prop- 
erty— ^whether  it  is  not  controlled  by  the  laws 
of  the  State? 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  will  reply  to  the  gentleman' 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  by  saying  that  it 
is  my  opinion  that  it  is  not  competent  for  this  bill 
to  change  rights  already  vested,  and  therefore  it 
could  not  apply  to  warrants  heretofore  issued.  I 
will  state  another  thing  to  the  House.  I  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  the  Department,  in  which  they 
have  given  this  construction  to  the  law  of  1850:  if 
a  man  makes  tipplication  in  his  lifeu'me  for  his 
warrant,  and  dies  before  that  warrant  issues,  that 
it  cannot  issue  unless  he  has  a  widow  and  infant 
children.  And  in  one  case  particularly  in  my  dis- 
trict, a  widow  made  application  for  the  land  to 
which  her  deceased  husband  would  have  been  enti- 
tled, but  before  the  warrant  issued  in  her  case,  she 
also  died,  and  the  Department  decided  she  was  not 
entitled  to  it,  nor  her  heirs.  Now  it  seems  to  me, 
by  the  words  of  that  bill,  if  a  man  be  hvin^  at  the 
time  of  the  date  of  that  bill,  and  died  previous  to 
his  obtaining  his  warrant  from  the  office,  that  it  is 
a  vested  right,  descendable  to  his  heirs  generally, 
and  they  cannot  be  divested  of  it  by  any  construc- 
tion given  to  that  law  by  the  Department.  I  think, 
if  the  House  agree  with  me  that  if  a  man  be  living 
at  tlie  date  of  the  last  bill,  and  entitled  to  his  war- 
rant, he  has  a  vested  and  indefeasible  right  to  it, 
that  such  a  declaration  ought  to  be  contained  in 
this  bill;  for  I  cqpsider  the  construction  given  to 
the  act  by  the  officers  is  entirely  unwamoitAble. 


Mr.  DUNHAM.  In  reference  to  the  fint  in- 
quiry by  the  gentleman,  I  will  frankly  state  I  did 
not,  as  an  individual,  section  that  section  as  it 
now  stands;  but  I  beheve,  excepting  myself,  the 
committee  were  unanimous  for  that  provisaon. 
Experience  has  shown — at  least  so  the  oflicers  of 
the  Department  tell  me — that  the  mode  of  assign- 
ing  warrants  which  has  been  practised  in  reference 
to  the  Mexican  bounty  land  warranu,  has  resulted 
in  very  great  fraud.  If  this  matter  hod  been  left 
to  the  Department,  they  would  have  undoubtedly 
imposed  such  restrictions  as  would  have  prevented 
fraud.  We  ought  now  to  provide  a  mode  that 
will  prevent  fraud  in  assignments  of  warrants.     If 

Jou  permit  assignments  in  blank  you  open  the 
oor  to  a  great  many  abuses  in  tlie  assignment 
of  these  bounty  land  warrants.  For  instance, 
a  warrant  has  been  issued  to  mysdf;  I  assign 
it  in  blank  to  A  B,  and  make  the  acknowle^- 
ment  that  he  haethe  warrant  in  his  possession, 
with  this  blank  assi^nnnent.  He  loses  it,  or  it  is 
stolen  from  him,  or  in  any  other  way  may  get  out 
of  his  hand.  C,  who  may  get  hold  of  it,  mav  fill 
up  the  blank  assignment  and  may  make  the  loca- 
tion, and  you  have  no  remedy.  If  the  bill  oppose 
obstruction  to  that  kind  of  assignment,  I  think  it 
will  have  accomplished  a  ^ood  end .  If  it  is  stolen , 
the  thief  might  indorse  his  name  upon  it  at  once, 
and  the  mere  indorsement  transfers  it  from  hand 
to  hand.  If  the  blanks  were  left  open  to  be  filled, 
all  these  guards  we  have  studied  to  throw  around 
them,  and  which  the  Department  has  endeavored 
to  throw  around  them,  would  be  good  for  noth- 
ing. I  think  experience  will  show  the  gentleman 
is  mistaken  in  anodier  thing.  I  understand  the 
construction  which  the  Department  has  given  to 
the  law  as  it  now  stands  is,  that  if  a  soldier  die« 
before  he  locates  his  land  warrant,  it  does  not  pass 
to  his  heirs,  but  the  warrant  has  to  be  surrendered 
up.  If  he  leave*  a  widow,  however,  it  goes  to 
her;  and  if  no  widow,  to  his  minor  children.  If 
he  has  no  widow,  he  then  has  no  right  under  the 
law.  That  is  the  construction  .put  upon  it,  and 
the  committee  did  not  feel  authorized  from  the 
action  of  this  House,  to  change  that  construction 
by  positive  enactment.  That  is  the  answer  I  have 
to  make.  Now,  in  reference  to  the  sixth  section, 
I  hope  that  by  unanimous  consent  the  amendment 
may  be  made  limiting  the  locations  upon  land 
which  may  be  in  market  at  the  time  of^the  loca^ 
tion,  at  the  minimjim  priee.  If  there  is  no  olijec- 
tion,  I  submit  an  amendment,  to  come  in  at  th« 
end  of  this  section  in  these  words:  *'  At  the  mini- 
mum price.'* 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  this  select  committee  what 
motion  he  intends  to  make  in  reference  to  this 
bUl? 

Mr.  DUN  HAM.  I  intend  to  move  its  reference 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  I  will  state,  that  my  object  in  doing  that 
is,  because  it  will  be  impossible  to  dispose  ef  the 
bill  to-day,  and  unless  such  a  motion  is  made  the 
bill  will  go  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and,  conae- 
quently,  will  not  come'up  to-morrow.  I  make 
that  motion  with  the  expectation  of  withdrawing 
it  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  understand  now,  and  I  am 
glad  to  hear  it,  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  this 
select  committee  designs  to  have  this  bill  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Die  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  suppoeed  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  BissellI  at  the  time  merely 
rose  to  make  an  inquiry,  i  intended  to  submit 
that  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  rise  to  a  priv- 
il^ed  question,  that  will  entitle  me  to  the  floor,  so 
far  as  tnat  question  is  concerned.  It  is  to  move  to 
take  up  the  business  on  the  Speaker 's  table.  This 
bill  will  stand  as  the  first  business  in  order  in  the 
morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  •  The  morning  hour  having 
expired,  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  John«> 
bon]  has  a  ri^ht  to  arrest  proceedings  fbr  the  par* 
pose  of  submitting  the  motion  he  has  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  ask  if  this  biU  do>s 
not  come  up  the  first  bneiness  in  the  morning,  if 
we  proceed  with  the  business  upon  the  Speakerle 
table  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  it  will. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  moke  the  motion  to 
ref^  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  that 
wiU  bring  it  up  as  the  firat  businesain  order. 
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The  I^EAKEIL  The  g;enUeman  cannot  have 
tbe  floor  to  submit  that  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquire 
if  the  House  now  pass  to  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table — a  motion  having  been  made  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union — if  this  bill  will  not  go 
to  the  Speaker's  table  and  come  up  as  the  unfin- 
ished business? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  course  the  bill 
will  take. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  I  more  to  refer  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOIiNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  call  for  the 
business  upon  the  ^>eakcr's  table. 

BRITISH  WEST  INDIA  COLONIES. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 

communication  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States;  which  was  read  as  follows,  viz: 

WASHixoTOit,  Jamuary  19, 1868. 
7b  tk^  HouMe  pf  Rtftetcntative* : 

Id  WDMWtt  to  tlM  re«olatioii  of  tfie  Hoate  of  RepresentSn 
tifMoritit  Stk  inatsnt,  1  herewitb  tranaail  to  it  a  report 
•■d  accompsnyinc  pspen  from  tbe  Seeratsry  of  State. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statk. 
WASUiNQTOif ,  January  10, 1853. 
lb  tiU  Pre*U€ni  of  the  UnUed  Statet : 

Tb«  Seorviary  of  Stau,  to  whom  baa  been  refittred  the 
resolution  which  wan  adopted  by  tbe  House  of  Repreeent- 
niTca  of  tbe  United  States  on  the  5tb  instant,  requesting 
Ibe  Pretident  to  conimonicate  to  that  Hoa«e,  if  not  incom- 
pitMfi  with  tbe  putillc  interest,  any  information  he  may 
pnwfM,  re«pectiuc  a  eircnlar  wnicb  was  iaaued  by  the  Sec- 
retary <k  Slate  for  the  Britiab  Colonial  Department,  on  the 
Ittk  of  Oetober,  1850.  relatite  to  the  employment  in  her 
Briiamlic  MiO«*ty'e  West  India  Colqnies,  of  f>ee  blacks  and 
HMtatad  siavaa  from  the  United  States,  **  and  particnlariy 
what  acticui  tbe  Legislative  AswmMieaof  the  British  West 
India  Islands  bave  taken  in  purseance  of  the  suggestions 
ceatained'*  in  said  circular,  bas  the  honor  to  report  to  the 
President  tbe  accompanying  copy  of  papers,  which  embrace 
•U  Ibe  information  possessed  bV  this  OeDartment  on  tbe 
sabieet  of  tbe  said  resolution.    Respectfully  submitted. 

DAN'L  WEBSTER. 

3fir.  Lnwrtnee  to  Mr.  Webtter. 

Lboation  op  the  Unitkd  Statks, 
LoNimiv,  November  14, 1851. 
Bn:  A  fl^w  weeks  sinoe  George  W.  Owens,  Esq.,  of 
GeoiiiS,  catted  upon  me  to  say  that  he  bad  seen  a  newspa- 

C,  pnMisbed  in  tbe  Island  of  Anticiia,  containing  a  circu- 
ttifaaeh  ^om  the  Colonial  Omce,  recommending  the 
Bttaisb  Wen  India  Colonies  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
seneasbeMin  slavery  in  tbe  United  States.  Soon  after  tbe 
ulerTfew  be  Ibmished  me  with  a  copv  of  tbe  dispatch. 

JKr.  Owens  seemed  greatly  annoyed  at  Lord  Grey's  dis- 
pateb,  aftboogh  I  told  Mm  that  this  Government  could  not 
bate  tba  intention  of  meddling  with  slavery  in  the  United 
StHas.  He,  however,  was  anxious  tbt  an  explanation 
from  Ibe  Government.  I  did  not  feel  authorized,  nor  did 
I  tfclak  it  wise  to  make  an  official  matter  of  the  subject,  as 
I  Mieved  I  conid  accomplish  the  object  in  a  more  satisfac- 
tory manner  by  a  personal  interview.  I  accordingly  called 
on  Lord  Palmerston,  in  tbe  absence  of  Lord  Grey,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  a  verbsl  exnlanation,  disclaiming  any  such 
porpose  as  Mr.  Owens  bad  drawn  from  the  language  of  the 
tepMeb.  On  Lord  6rey*s  retom  to  town,  I  received  from 
jam  an  informal  note  to  the  same  eflbct.  I  immediately 
wmia  Mr.  Owens  a  note,  imbodying  the  substance  of  these 
rzpianations,  and  received  from  him  a  reply,  dated  at  Liv- 
erpool, expressing  dissatisfaction  with  them.  Not  know- 
iBf  what  use  he  may  make  in  tbe  United  States  of  the  cir- 
taiar  dispatch,!  deem  it  my  duty  to  plaeeyon  in  pooeseion 
of  a  eopy  of  my  letter  to  turn.  I  have  read  this  letter  to 
Lord  Pauneiston,  and  have  received  from  him  on  assurance 
Ikat  it  is  entirety  in  accordance  with  bis  own  views,  with 
*«  view* of  Lord  Grey,  and  with  tboee  of  tbe  Cabinet  Min- 
iMert. 

Tbe  dimalch  in  question  was,  as  you  will  see,  sent  to 
Ow  West  ladies  some  time  in  the  autumn  of  1850,  and  as  te 
kss  never  tieen  heard  of  in  the  United  States,  I  apprehend 
ilwasnever  acted  upon  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures.  It 
grew  out  of  the  action  of  tbe  late  Mr.  Tumbull,  who  was, 
ibeMeve.  of  tbe  mlxe^  Commission  in  Cuba,  and  an  agent 
of  ihi»  Government  in  matters  connected  with  the  slave 
trade.  Be  was  in  Waabisgton  about  two  years  since,  and 
while  there  saw  many  persons  of  Maryland,  Viriinia,  and 
other  Southern  States,  respecting  tbe  free  colored  people  of 
these  States,  and  communicated  the  result  of  his  observa- 
tions to  iWaGovenimeat. 

I  sboobl  not  bave  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with 
this  matter,  if  Mr.  Owen  bad  expressed  Mmaelf  satisfled 
wiib  my  letter. 

I  havt  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respcctAilly.  your  obedi- 
cat servant,  ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 

Hon.  OAaiBi.  WsasTSR,  Seoreiary  of  State,  Waahinf- 

£ttraafrom  tkoJttUigua  Weekbf  RtgUter,  nuiU$ka  in 
ike  cUy  of  St,  John'i,  96<A  ^ovemfter,  1850. 

HctflSB   OP  ASSBMBLY,        ) 

Trursdat,  November  21, 1850.  ) 
Wbea  Ibe  Boima  was  formed,  which  was  not  aefore  two 
s^doek,  Mr.  Speaker  informed  tbe  House  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  meeaag e  from  the  Oovemor-in-Cbief,  which  be 
reftdyBs  follows: 

"E.  J.  McImtosb,  tbe  Oovemor-in-Cbief,  transmits,  for 
wo  tafonastlon  of  lae  House  of  Assembly,  the  accompany- 
tgcopyef  aciicnlsrrtiifSHhwhlehliehiMfeoitvsdftom 


her  Mai^ty's  Secretary  of  State,  suggesting  measures  to 
be  adopted  for  the  encouragement  of  emigration  to  tbe 
West  Indies  from  the  United  Stales. 
«( GovBBiCMXMT  HousE,  Antiqua,  Novcmher  18, 1850. 

[CIXCCLAB.] 

"  DoWNiNo  STREBT,  October  16, 1850. 
"  Sir  :  f  have  to  acquaint  you  that  it  has  been  suggested 
to  me  that  a  desirable  class  of  emi<;rants  for  tbe  WmI  In- 
diarf' Colonies  might  be  induced  to  come  to  them  from 
among  the  black  and  colored  population  of  tbe  United 
States,  whose  arrival  andjocation,  if  they  choose  to  come, 
would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  advantageous  both  to  them- 
selves and  tbe  colonies. 

*<  I  am  not  aware  of  anything  which  can4)e  done  by  tbe 
Colonial  Governments  to  encourage  such  immigration  be- 
yond showing  a  readiness  to  pass  acts  giving  the  privilege 
j  of  naturalisation  to  any  such  persons  as  might  come  and 
{  settle  there,  and  providing  that  a  bounty  should  be  payable 
I  on  ftuch  immigrants,  under  such  arrangements  as  may  be 
thought  desirable. 

"I  could  also  suggest,  as  deserving  of  consideration, 
whether  laws  might  not  be  passed  rendering  binding,  on 
certain  conditions,  engagements  to  pay  sums  of  money 
which  may  have  been  agreed  on  by  immigrants,  although 
such  engagements  may  .have  been  contracted  iu  America 
and  wbue  tbe  parties  were  in  a  state  of  slavery. 

"Ihave,  kc,  GREY." 

Jfr.  Iraiprenee  to  Mr.  Owene, 

LoKDOU,  November  8,  1851. 

Mt  mar  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  a  reply  to  my  note 
to  Lord  Palmerston,  accompanied  by  Lord  Grey's  explatm> 
tion  of  the  dispatch  to  which  I  called  his  attention.  I  am 
assured  that  be  never  intended  to  tfmction  or  suggest  enter- 
ing into  any  arrangement  with  regard  to  slaves  not  first, 
known  to  and  approved  by  the  masters ;  and  that  so  far 
IVom  supposing  tliat  any  American  would  or  could  complain 
of  the  proposed  arrangement,  it  was  believed  the  slavehold- 
ers would  receive  it  with  saUsfbction,  and  join  in  carrying 
it  into  effect. 

It  appears  that  Lord  Grey  Yyt*  been  aware  (br  some  time 
that  tbe  West  India  Colonies  are  suffering  for  tbe  want  of 
an  adequate  sup^y  of  labor.  A  gentleman  from  these  col- 
onies directed  his  attention  to  the  foot  that  there  were  in 
some  of  the  slavebolding  States  a  large  numbar  of  fk^e 
blacks  whom  tbe  whites  would  be  glad  to  have  removed, 
and  who  would  meet  to  a  certain  extent  tbe  wants  of  the 
colonies.  Knowing  it  to  be  the  policy  of  the  slave  States 
to  rid  themselves  of  such  a  population,  be  thought  a  meas- 
ure contemplating  such  a  result  would  be  favorably  re- 
ceived by  them. 

He-was  Airther  led  to  suppose,  on  tbe  authority  of  cer- 
tain American  gentlemen,  communieated  to  him  through 
the  same  channd,  that  many  slaveholders  would  avail  them- 
selves ef  such  an  opportunity  to  emancipate  their  slaves, 
if  they  could  be  assured  of  their  being  removed  (torn  the 
eountry. 

He  was  informed  that  the  lawa  forbade  emancipation, 
unless  tbe  liberated  slaves  were  also  removed,  and  tiiat  the 
expense  of  this  prevented  persons  who  would  otherwise 
emancipate  their  slaves  from  doing  so.  But  it  was  said  a 
measure  wooM  be  acceotaMe  which  would  enable  such 
persons  to  remove  their  slaves  Orotn  the  country  wbea  liber- 
ated without  expense  to  themselves. 

With  this  view  he  prepared  a  plan,  which  should  aim  at 
the  employment  in  the  West  India  Colonies  of  (Vee  blacks 
tnm  tbe  United  Sutes ;  and  should  also  offier  to  the  plant- 
ers the  prospect,  not  only  of  a  removal  of  their  liberated 
slaves  without  expense,  but  of  a  recovery  of  a  portion  of 
their  value  also.  He  recommended  this  plan  to  the  colonies, 
and  wrote  the  circular  in  question  in  tbe  belief  that  the  want 
of  labor  would  be  supplied  from  these  two  sources,  with  the 
assent  and  cooperation  of  tbe  slaveholders  and^the  govern- 
ments of  tbe  slavebolding  States. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  tbiU,  with  each  an  end  in  view^  lan- 
guage should  have  been  employed  capable  of  a  diiSerent 
construction ;  but  Ibis  explanation  appears  to  deprive  it  of 
its  objectionable  character. 

With  great  consiaeration,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  ftUth- 
flUly  yours,  ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  the  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs» 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  - 

DEPICIEKCT  ESTIMATES. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  tbe  Treasury  Department,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  additional  appropriations  re- 
quired for  the  current  fiscal  year  m  the  burdlaus  of 
said  Department,  amounting  Xff  f  16,500.  Also, 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  branch  Mint  at 
New  Orleans,  $12,000;  and  for  annuities  and  drafts 
1^750;  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $2^,250. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
coAimunication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
transnnttingr  statements  from  the  War  Department 
of  additional  appropriations  necessary  for  tbe  sup- 
port of  the  Array  for  the  present  fiscal  year; 
which, 

On  mogon  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  was  referred  to 
the  Conmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

DEFICIENCY  ESTIMATES — DEPARTMENT 

OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  befhre  the  House  a 
comnmnieation  fiom  the  Depai«oMnt  of  the  late- 


rior,  transmitting  estimates*of  appropriations  ne- 
cessary to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  service  of  this 
Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  dOth  June, 
1852,  amounting  to  some  (700,000. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
if  it  would  not  be  better  to  send  that  communica- 
tion baek  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and 
ask  them  to  submit  their  estimates  according  to 
the  laws,  and  what  has  heretofore  been  the  prac- 
tice. It  has  always  been  the  practice,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  law  requires  it,  that  they  shall  submit 
their  estimates  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  he  shall  send  them  in  here.  Some  days  ago 
we  had  an  estimate  from  the  Navy  Department, 
and  now  we  have  one  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  I  suppose  in  a  short  time  the  War  De- 
partment wtll  present  one,  too;  and  aAer  a  while 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  also  submit 
one.  In  niy  opinion,  they  should  all  be  sent  back, 
and  made  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  custom. 
I  move,  therefore,  that  this  communication  be 
returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  submit  it  accoi;ding  to  law. 

Mr.  STANLY.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior has  been  guilty  of  any  neglect  or  duy,  he  has 
not  done  so  eertainly  with  any  intention.  I  hope 
my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonbs]  will  not 
resort  to  this  mode  of  proceeding.  A  Aer  the  com- 
mittee have  had  this  paper  under  examination, 
they- can  leport  su^  resolution  and  send  it  back; 
but  to  throw  it  back  now  in  the  face  of  the  Secre- 
tary, is  certainly  not  becoming  otirselves  or  him. 
I  hope  my  friend  from  Tennessee  will  not  insist 
upon  his  motion,  for  1  think  it  is  a  little  uncour- 
teous. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  manner  in  which  they  make 
their  reports  to  Coiigress  looks  a  little  uncourteous, 
to  say  the  least  of  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  made  no  reply  to  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  because  1  took  it  for  granted  tliat 
the  remarks  he  had  made. would  bring  the  subject 
to  the  attention  of  the  heads  of  the  Department, 
so  that  they  would  hereaAer  pursue  the  ordinary 
course  of  commanioatiDg  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  Congress.  I  believe,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanly,]  that 
it  would  be,  probably,  too  severe  a  rebuke  to  send  it 
back.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee have  sufficiently  presented  the  subject  to 
the  attention  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments;  so 
much  so,  that  they  will  hereafter  follow  the  law 
and  custom  upon  that  subject.  It  is  certainly 
irregular  and  unusuid  to  make  this  sort  of  com- 
munication, but  still  1  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Staklt]  that  it  would 
probably  be  too  decided  a  step  for  us  to  take,  at 
this  time,  to  send  it  back. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  certainly  would  not  be  any 
stronger  expression  of  the  House  towards  that 
Department  than  this  course  is,  upon  the  part  of 
the  Department,  uncourteous  towards  the  House. 
The  taw  requires,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  the  several 
Departments  shall  submit  their  estimates  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  through  tlie  Treas- 
ury Department.  The  Treasury  Department  is 
requirea  by  law  to  make  its  report  directly  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  Since  I  have  been 
here  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice,  I -believe, 
when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submits  his 
annual  estimates  of  appropriations  to  accompany 
them  also  with  such  estimates  for  deficiencies  for 
the  current  year  as  the  several  Departments  may 
report  to  hjm.  If  gentlemen  thinlt  that  the  course 
I  suggested  would  be  too  severe  a  rebuke  towards 
the  Secretary,  1  will  withdraw  the  motion  1  made, 
and  move  to  lay  the  communication'  upon  the 
table,  and  there  let  it  rest  until  it  comes  to  us  in  a 
proper  manner. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Jonei's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  communication  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  privi- 
leged question.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  sim- 
ilar communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
which  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  it  was  so  referred,  in  order  that  it,  too, 
may  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  sent  in  in  the 
regular  manner. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  think  the  gentleman  from 
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Tennessee  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  that  eomma- 
nication. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  has  already  submitted  a  priv- 
ileged question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  that  the  estimates 
from  the  Navy  Department  were  sent  in  in  the 
correct  manner. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  will  with- 
draw my  motion,  and  more  now  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  that  last  coinmuni- 
cation  upon  the  table,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table.  (Cries 
of  ** Order!'*)  Qentlemen  are  acting  under  a 
mistake. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  his  motion;  and  they  \vere  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  little 
while.  We  can  then  pass  by  this  question  of  recon- 
sideration, and  refer  the  bills  upon  the  Speaker's 
table,  many  of  which  have  been  there  for  nearly  a 
month,  and  ought  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  withdraw  my 
motion  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  on  that  motion,  demanded 
the  veas  and, nays;  but  thev  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYLxdemandea  tellers;  but  they  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative— «yes  97,  noes  52. 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock 
to-morrow. 


NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  CAB£LL,  of  Florida,  gave  notice  of  the  fbUowinf 
t»Ulf : 

A  bill  to  revive  and  contlnae  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
the  provisions  of  an  act  rehitive  to  suspended  entries  of 
public  land. 

Also,  ft  bill  to  legalise  certain  entries  of  public  land  in  the 
Stftte  of  Florida. 

Also,  a  bill  to  authorise  and  require  the  survey  of  the 

gublic  lands  in  the  State  of  Florida,  now  occupied  by  the 
eminole  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Califorah,  save  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  iutrodnce  abill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco  in  the  years  1849, 1850, 
and  1851. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  notice  that  he 
will  on  to-morrow,  or  at  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bUlio  amend  the  tariflfact  of  1849. 

By  Mr.  YATES:  A  bill  to  grant  to  the  States  of  HUnois, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio,  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands  to  aid  the  said  States  in  making  that  portion 
of  the  Northern  Cross  Saibt>ad  in  the  Suue  of  Illinois,  lying 
between  the  Missisdupi  and  Illinois  rivers,  and  in  extend- 
ing said  road  from  Springfield,  Illinois,  to  the  eastern  line 
of  said  State,  and  thence  through  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Ohio  to  Toledo,  on  Lake  Erie. 

PETITIONS,  fcc 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  SMITH :  The  petition  of  John  Baird.  praying  to 
lie  reimbursed  in  certain  moneys  spent  for  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Hargrove  and  others,  prajring 
the  establishmentofa  post  road  thMnthe  cityofTuskiJoosa 
via  Hardy  Clemens^  Couon  Factory,  to  Scotttfville. 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER:  The  memorial  of  sundry  dtizcns 
of  tiie  county  of  Morgan,  State  of  Virginia,  praying  an 
amendment  of  the  act  of  Oongreas  of  the  S6th  September, 
1850,  granung  land  bountv. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Moor,  late  master  arm- 
orer at  the  Harper's  Ferry  National  Armory,  praying  com- 
pensation for  oertain  inventions  and  improvements  in 
machinery  used  by  the  GovemmenL 

Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  W.  Brady,  of  Frederick 
county,  Virginia,  a  diiiabled  soldier  of  the  Mexican  war, 
pmyinff  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of  John 
F.  Dumas,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  the  appointment  of  a 
Comminee  on  Claims  of  his  Auher  against  the  Spanish 
Government. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wrdnesdav,  Jamutry  14,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  with  estimates  of  appropriation  neces- 
sary to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  service  of  tiiat  De- 


partment for  the  fiscal  year  endinf  SOth  Jane, 
1852;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Flinn,  praying  compensation  for  supplies  fur- 
nished the  United  States  Arm^  in  Florida;  also 
the  petition  of  David  Osburn,  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject;  both  of  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presemed  the  petition  of  An- 
drew Rassmussen,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
vices rendered  under  an  appointment  fhim  an 
inspector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Oswego, 
New  York,  in  1812;  .which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
to  prohibit  absolutely  the  deportation,  banishment, 
or  immigration  from  foreign  countries  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  any  and  all  convicts,  felons,  and  pau- 
pers, publiclj  recofi;nized  as  such  at  home  in  their 
own  countries;  which  wa^  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  or  Joseph  Rodney  Croskey, 
American  Consul  at  Cowes  and  Southampton, 
England,  praying  remuneration  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  entertaining  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  ship  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  the  reception  of 
Kossuth;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lieutenants  Thomas  Bing- 
ham and  William  A.  Hammond,  officers  of  the 
United  States  Army  serving  in  New  Mexico, 

Staying  for  themselves  and  m  behalf  of  the  sol- 
iers  under  their  command,  an  increase  of  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Arkansas  Central  Railroad  Compemj,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  and  right  of  way,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  Arom  Meniphis,  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  the  bonndai^  of  Texas;  whidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Iowa,  pmyin^  a  donation  of  land  to 
that  State  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Burlineton,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  some  point 
on  the  Missouri  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  the  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Geoigia,  praying  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the 
United  States  district  judges  for  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  memorial  of  Philip  F.  Voorfaees,  on  tfie 

Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

AfflUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
OritTti,  That  the  petition  of  Praltces  E.  Baden,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 

Oriertd,  That  the  petition  of  Tobias  Purrington,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Gray-  I 
•on,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit-  " 
tee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  iie  petition  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Army  who  served  in  California,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUrs. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite 
the  town  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  via  Ldi\}e  Kock, 
to  some  point  on  Red  river,  on  the  border  of 
Texas. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Commit^  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  mk  the  relief 
of  Thomas  H.  Leggett,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, accompani^  by  a  repoct,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  thejoint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  Alexander  P.  Field,  late  Secretary  of 


Wisconsin  Territory,  and  sureties,  reported  back 
the  same  without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a 
report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  Che 
ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  for  spoUationa  committed  by  the 
French  previous  to  the  diet  of  July,  1801,  report- 
ed it  back  witliout  amendment,  accompanied  oy  a 
report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH  submitted  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  above  committee,  adverse  to  the 
allewance  of  said  claims;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on'  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Walker,  widow  of  Major  George  P. 
Walker,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  and  in  con- 
currence therewith  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  committee  be  discbaq^  fhun  Um 
Airther  consideration  of  the  suli^t. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Emily  C.  B.  Thomp- 
son, widow  of  Contunodore  Charles  Thompeon, 
submitted  a  report;  which  was  considered  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  die  committee  be  discttaxged  fhNn  thm 
further  eonfideration  of  the  fubfect. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  relative  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship-canal  around  the  Falls  of  Ste.  Marie, 
submitted  a  report;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and,  in  concurrence  there- 
with, 

Reaehfed,  That  the  committee  be  ditchaiged  ftoaa  ^e 
Anther  comideration  of  the  mib^t. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  in* 
crease  the  salary  of  the  district  judn  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  report- 
ed it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  declaring; 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  Stale  of  Missouri  to 
impose  a  tax  on  lands  hereiafter  sold  by  the  United 
States  therein  fh>m  and  after  the  day  of  sale,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
grant  the  right  of  preiSmption  to  Settlers  on  the 
public  lands  known  as  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant, 
reported  it  without  amendment,  and  submitted  a 
report  on  the  subject,  which  W|ts  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  Arom  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  aid 
the  State  of  Louisiana  in  reclaiming  iheovei^oved 
lands  therein,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  Uie  bill  to  admit  a 
certain  vessel  to  registry,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  and  on  his  motion  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  reported  amendment  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  liipend- 
ment  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendment  be  engroteed  a  nd  tbe  bil 
read  mtlurd  time. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam D.  Acken  and  Julia  Aclcen,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Julia  Acken;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  readine;. 

Mr.  FELCH,  fh>m  the  Commit^  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  construction  of  railroads 
through  the  publie  lands  in  oertain  cases;  which 
was  read  ana  passed  to  the  second  reeding. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Conunittee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
explanatory  of  the  act  approved  September  S6» 
1850,  entitled  **  An*  act  granting  bounty  land  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers  whe  have  bem  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,'* 
reported  it  back  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  procteded  to  consider  the  resolution 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  amen^* 
ment  reported  thereto;  aad. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ori^rtd.  That  the  further  connderation  thereof  be  post- 
poned unlit  to  morrow,  and  ttiat  it  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

BILL  LNTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  agreeably  to'preTious  notice, 
afked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
in;  to  the  State  of  Arkansafl  the  right  of  way  and 
tfakin^  a  donation  of  a  portion  of  tlie  public  lands, 
Co  aid  in  Che  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Hel- 
ena to  Port  Smith,  in  Arkansas;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

WIDOW  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  BBLKNAP. 

The  Senate  proceeded' to  consider  the  resolution 
nbmitted  by  Mr.  Seward  the  6th  instant,  in-  ^ 
•tnietiiig  the  -Committee  on  Pensions  to  inquire 
isto  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pension  to  the 
widow  of  Brigadier  Qeneral  Belknap;  and  the 
nsoluCion  was  agreed  to. 

TONNAGE  DUTY  ON  SPANISH  VESSELS. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
neree,  submitted  the  following  resolution  forcon- 
ddermtion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
eoosent,  and  agreed  to:  * 

Bfwherf,  Thai  the  Secretyy  of  the  Treasury  comrouni- 

tatr  to  the  Senate  luch  informatioii  tu  be  may  4iave  io  re- 

Itffoo  lo  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  act  of 

*   Jae  30, 1834,  coacemlng  tonnage  daty  oo  Spanish  vesseU. 

THE  STEAMER  EDITH. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 

ktioD  for  consideration: 

Rtmlwed.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  reqaeited 
tofvniill  toe  Senate  as  early  aa  practicable,  with  a  copy  of 
fee  praceedlngB  of  the  NavaJ  Court  of  Inquiry  in  relation  to 
ftt  iMt  of  the  United  ^Utes  fteamer  Edith  in  1£49,  together 
widi  eopiee  of  the  correspondence  which  formed  the  ground 
of  tile  onler  giv9>  to  conatitute  said  court,  and  of  all  the  papers 
nknti  t(»  lo  die  record  of  proceedings ;  siso,  copies  of  all 
scehaigeamade  to  the  Department  against  any  mem- 
fadn%  said  court  in  reference  to  conduct  while 
iBlbe  Padfle  squadron ;  copies  of  all  correspond- 
the  Department  and  Commodore  Thomas 
Jones,  relating  to  the  said  steamer  Edith; 
of  Ifet  eorrespondence  with  Richard  W.  Meade,  late 
t  te  the  United  States  Navy  during  the  year 
«f  the  charges  and  specifications  nreferred  by 
Tunis  A.  Craven  agaliuft  Commodore  Jones  in 
IMt  ami  IBSO,  with  the  reasons  of  the  Department  Tor  not 
•cVag  dnreon ;  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  tietween 
iMDepsnmem  and  the  commanders  of  the  Pacific  squad- 
•M,  mi  aH  other  officers  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the 
•cedaa  of  a  oeam  cireular  saw-mill  in  California,  and  the 
HfwJitaitu  ttiereon. 

ARSON  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.   ' 

A-messa^  was  received  from  the'  House  of 

Representatives  by  Mr.  FoaNKT,  their  Clerk: 

*  Mr.  Pmaainsirr  :   The  House  of  Representatives  have 
I  a  bin  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "Ali  act  (br  the  punish- 
of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  in  which  they 
itheconcurrence  of  the  Senate.    . 
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Subse^aently  it  was  read  a  first  and  s^ond 
time  bv  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

PRIVATE  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Sbodgrass  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEE  CLERKS. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  laid  upon  the  table  jresterday 
MoniiBg  a  resolution  to  authorize  the  Cfommittee 
M  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  employ  a 
derk.    I  ask  that  it  may  now  be  considered. 

The  motion  was  agreied  to,  and  the  resolution 
vat  read,  as  follows: 

Bfsslturf,  That  the  Commitfee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
N«  loads  be,  and  Ihey  are  herein,  aatborixad  to  employ 
a  dark. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  •  I  suppose  the  fight 
■uiy  as  well  commence  upon  this  resolution  as  any 
othir.  I  think  we  have  it  preuy  evidently  shown 
that  every  committee  of  the  Senate  will,  in  future, 
Ikave  to  be  provided  with  a  clerk  to  perform  the 
labor  of  the  committee  in  part.  I  apprehend  that 
ve  have  gome  as  far  with  that  matter  as  we  have 
«Ter  gone,  with  the  exception  of  the  'clerk  asked 
for  by  niv  friend  from  Texas.  We  accorded  a 
dcHi  Is  tnat  coimnitiee  at  a  time  when  it  was  sup- 
poted^  from  an  amendment  of  the  Post  Office  laws, 
we  was  some  unusual  amount  of  labor  to  be  per- 
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formed  by  that  committee.  I  am  not  aMrare  that 
such  labor  is  to  be  performed  now,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  has  not  so  stated.  If  a 
clerk  is  now  allowed  to  each  of  these  committees, 
they  will  become  permanent  appendages  of  the 
Senate,  and  will  hereafler  be  just  as  regularly 
employed  as  the  clerks  under  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate.  Three  are  now  asked  for.  But  without 
consuming  the  time  of  the  ^nate,  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  kUSK.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  subject.  A  clerk  has  been  employed  by 
this  committee  for  the  two  last  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, and  he  was  fully  employed  during  that 
time.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  committee  of  thia 
body  on  whom  more  labor  is  devolved  than  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Ppst  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
The  post  office  machinery  extends  all  over  the 
country;  and  everybody  in  the  populous  and 
sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  ^country  is  equally 
interested  in  the  manner  in  which  that  machinery 
is  worked.  The  Uws  regulating  that  Department 
are  in  confusion.  They  run  over  a  period  of  fifty 
years.  Constant  changes  are  required  in  these 
laws  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  country;  and  it  will 
require  a  vast  amount  of  labor  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  those  chances,  which  will  necessarily 
come  before  and  ought  to  attract  the  attention  of 
that  committee.  Rules  which  would  apply  to  a 
densely  populated  portion  of  the  country  will*  not 
apply  where  the  population  is  sparse.  There  are 
some  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  post  offices, 
many  millions  of  miles  of  transportation  of  mail 
matter,  and  there -are  now  many  complaints  of 
confusion  in  the  machinery  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. Once  or  twice  it  has  been  recommended 
that  we  should  revise  all  the  laws  relating  to  the 
Department,  which  are  now  in  great  confusion.  It 
is  the  object  of  the  Department  to  make  it  what  it 
should  be  for  the  benent  of  the  whole  community. 
Under  such  circumstances,  if  the  labor  is  devolved 
upon  us,  we  cannot  be  expected  to  perfprm  it  at 
all.  satisfactorily.  I  am  very  willing  to  labor  as 
far  as  I  can  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
may  devolve  upon  me  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee; but  of  one  thing  I  am  very  sure,  which  is, 
that  the  Senate  cannot  employ  a  clerk  with  more 
general  benefit  to  the  community  than  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  QWIN.  As  I  understand  ths^pposition 
to  be  equally  made  to  the  employment  of  a  clerk 
by  any  committee  of  this  body,  and  inasmuch  as 
I  oflfered  a  resolution  yesterday  for  the  appoint- 
ment a/  a  clerk  for  the  Committee  on* Naval 
Affiiirs,  I  wish  to  give  thfe  reason  that  induced 
that  committee  to  ask  for  a  deck.  I  will  very 
briefly  state  some  of  the  labors  which  that  com- 
mittee is  expected  to  perform.    They  are  expecled 

to  prepare: 

1st.  ^*A  code  of  laws  fbr  its  .eneri^tic  government  and 
administration." 

3d.  "A  furlough  or  retired  list." 

To  ascertain  what  additional  legislatiAi,if  any, 
is  necessary  to  ensure,  •  ^ 

Sd.  "A  (kir,  stringent  and  active  system  of  administration 
,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  equalization  and  impartiality 
in  service  afloat  and  ashore,  and  a  strict  and  posiuve  obe- 
dience to.  and  enforcement  of.  all  orders,  without  mvor.'* 

4th.  "An  invariable  role,  tpat  in  the  selection  of  officers 
for  commands  afloat,  their  pJSysical  abilities,  morals,  stand- 
ing and  fitness,  should  be  first  clearly  ascertained  before 
they  are  intrusted  with  the  important  duties  attending  for- 
eign service." 

Every  member  of  the  Senate  must  perceive 
that,  to  enable  the  committee  to  discharge  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  satisfactorily  to  the 
country,  it  must  have  a  clerk.  , 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Texas  whether  it  wouM  not  be  better  to 
modify  the  proposition  r  As  the  resolution  now 
^Stands  it  is  unlimited,  and  might  be  construed  to 
mean  that  this  committee  should  have  a  clerk  in 
all  time  to  come — forever,  sir.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  Senator  to  limit  his  resolution  to  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Q.USK.  I  am  quite  willing  that  the  reso- 
lution should  be  so  modified.    I  will,  therefore, 


move  to  amend  the  resoKition  by  adding  the  words 
"during  the  present  session  of  Congress." 

Theoimenament  was  adopted. 

The  auestion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  amended;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  and  taken,  they  resulted — 
yeas  34,  nays  7;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Cass,  Cooper,  Davis.  Dawson,  Dodi^e  of  Wisconsin, 
Downs,  Foot,  Geyer,  Qwin,  Hale.  Hamlin,  James,  Jones 
of  Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  McRae,  ^allory,*  Miller, 
Norn's,  Pcarce,  Rusk,  Sebastian.  Seward,  Smith,  Soul6, 
Spruance,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Upnam,  and  Wailc-— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bright,  Brodhead,  Dodge  of  lows,  Hua-  ^ 
ter,  King,  Underwood,  and  Walker— 7. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CLERK  TO  COMMITTEE  ON  NAVAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  now  move  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the 
Cbmmittee  on  Naval  Attairs,  and  I  move  to  amend 
it  by  adding  the  words  **  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.'* 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  will  first  be 
on  taking  up  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as'follows: 

Aesofoerf,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflUrs  be  au- 
thorised to  employ  a  clerk« 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  now  move  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words  *•  during  the  present  Congress." 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  say  one  word,  Mr. 
President,  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  simply  this: 
We  are  to  be  called  upon  to  appropriate  hundreds 
of  thousands— nay,  millions  of  dollars — tor  the 
estimates  of  the  various  Departments;  and  it  does 
seem  strange  to  me,  that  if  five  of  our  colleagues 
in  this  body,  who  may  be  appointed  as  a  commit- 
tee^  come  and  tell  you  that  they  are  not  able  to  do 
their  duty  satisfactorily  to  themselves  withdut  the 
aid  of  a  derk,  that  we  should  make  any  objection 
to  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Uie  amendment;  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  afnended,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affimntive. 

CLERK  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  ask  that  the  resolution 
which  1  submitted  this  morning  may  be  taken  up 
Ar  consideration  now,  that  We  may  dispose  of  all 
these  matters  at  the  same  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot  be  taken  up 
without  unanimous  consent.  If  there  be  no  ob- 
jection it  will  be  taken  up. 

No  objection  was  offered. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read: 

Re$oloe4f  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  author- 
ized to  employ  a  clerk,  IVom  and  after  the  first  proximo,  at 
tlie  usual  rate  of  compensation,  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  desire  to  state  that  I  offer 
that  resolution  by  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  I  wish  to  state,  in  ad- 
dition, that  we  have  before  that  committee  ful\y 
onehundr^  questions  relating  to  internal  improve- 
ments, connected  with  our  haroors,  lakes,  or  rivers, 
in  almost  every  State  in  th^  Union.  To  act  in- 
telligently, there  should  be  a  synopsis  filed,  with 
each  one  of  these  cases/ showing  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Grovemment,  and  a  complete  and  ac- 
curate statement  of  the  cases  presented,  so  that 
the  committee  and  the  Senate  may  act  intelligently. 
Senators  will  recollect  how  much  we  were  at  fault 
at  the  last  session,  as  to  what  was  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  works  alluded  to.  Besides  this,  there 
is  scarcely  a  day  passes  when  there  is  not  some 
subject  comes  up  which  requires  correspondence, 
or  an  interview  with  a  Department,  and  to  do  these 
subjects  justice  is  beyond  the  power  of  that  coin- 
mittee.  1  believe  there  is  no  committee  in  this 
Senate  which  has  so  varied  and  extensive  subjects 
comnoitted  to  it  as  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.*  GWIN.  The  memorial  offered  some 
time  ago  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON,  1  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
fromlllinoia,  [Mr.  Bissbll,]  and  ask  that  he  will 
permk  me  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Houae 
(he  condition  of  tl^  publie  printing. 

Mr.  BISSEXL.  1  am  sorry  to  disobligte  the 
gentleman,  but  I  caDOot  yield  the  flo«r  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
allow  that  subject  to  be  brought  now  before  the 
House,  as  the  subject  upon  which  he  proposes  to 
speak  wilt  consume  the  oalance  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  should  be  glad  to  obli^  the 
gentleman,  but  it  strikes  me  that  this  question  of 
jointing  will  consume  not  only  this  day,  but  many 
days  in  succession,  if  we  lay  aside  other  business 
Co  attend  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
It  is  this:  Whether  1  have  not  a  right,  under  the 
rales  of  the  House,  to  make  a  report  from  tlie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  stating  the  rea- 
sons why  the  appropriation  bills  have  not  been 
reported  within  thirty  days  from  the  annouace- 
neat  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  by 
the  Speaker  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  knows  of  no  rule 
«f  the  House  fiviogthe  gendemaii  that  right. 

Mr.  BIS^ELL.    Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  referring  the  report  submitted  yesterday 
by  the  chairman  of  lire  select  committee  upon 
the  bounty  land  question,  I   wish  to  say  a  few 
words.    1  iKtna  gratified  that  the  chairman  of  that 
conraiiitee  made  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee^  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  t>f  the 
Ubioa,'bat  I  regfetted  very  much  that  he  after- 
wards announced  to  ua  that  he  heCd  made  that 
motion  with  ^e  view  of  subsequently  withdraw- 
ing it,  and  qf  putting^  this  bill  upon  its  passage 
here,  under  the  operation,  as  I  suppose,  of  the 
prerioas  question.    Now,  sir,  I  hope  no  vote  wilt 
oe  taken  upon  this  bill  under  any  such  strategy. 
It  win  be  most  manifest  to  every  man  who  will 
pay  the  least  attention  to  the  provisions  of  this 
oil!,  that  it  is  one  that  requires,  perhaps  mare  than 
any  .other  one  that  has  been  before  us  during  this 
sesaioD,  th&t  deliberation  and  attention  which  it 
can  only  receive  in   Committee  of  the  Whole. 
9ir,lMia  a  bold  man  who,  ifnderstandmg  the  pro- 
rmom  and  foreseeing  the  operation  of  this  oill, 
votttto^y  that  it  become  a  law.    A^d  he  is  a 
nsb  one,  who  votes  for  it  without  that  under- 
staitifing  and  foresight.    No,  sir;  this  bill  should 
go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  I  hope 
the  members  of  this  House  are  prepared  at  once 
to  r^ect  it  altogether,  or,  at  least,  that  they  will 
see  the  propriety '  of  letting  it  take  that  course 
whieh  bills  of  far  less  importance  thnn  this  gener- 
ally do.    To  some  portions  of  the  bill  I  have  no 
ebjections  whatever.     To  other  parts  of  it,  I 
thmk  a  large  Aiajorit^  of  the  members  of  this 
Honae  will  object.    Of  some  portions  of  it  I  have 
no  tanguage  sufficiently  strong  to  express  my  dis- 
aparn&tion. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  make  land  war- 
rants assignable.  That  is  very  well;  but  I  think, 
upon  mature  reflection,  that  the  mode  of  assign- 
ment provided  for  in  this  first  section  is  1)y  no 
OMans  the  best  one;  and  my  reasons  for  thinking 
fo  can  be  given  in  very  few  wordsT  The  section 
prmrides  that  these  warrants  shall  be  assignable, 
the  assignment  to  be  executed  and  acknowledged, 
or  proved,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  The  same 
fonnalities  that  deeds  for  the  conveyance  of  land 
are  executed,  acknowledged,  or  proved  in  the  State 
or  Territory  in  which  the  aAignmenl  may  be 
made.  Now,  at  first  blush,  that  seems  very  well; 
snd  I  am  not  so  much  opposed  to  that  mode  of 
M^pment  as  that  I  would  go  against  the  bill  on 
aceourfl  of  it  if  it  suited  me  in  other  respects. 
But  I  think  the  bill  must  be  essentially  modified 
in  nearly  aU  of  its  provisions;  and,  while  we  are* 
about  it,  I  am  for  having  this  one  perfected  also. 
Look  at  the  eflfect  of  providing  this  mode  of  as- 
sipiment.  A  land  warrant  is  assigned,  for  in- 
stance, in  Florida;  executed  and  acknowledged 
there  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  that  State 
regulating  the  execution,  acknowledgment,  and 
proving  of  de#ds  for  the  conveyance  of  land.' 
Now,  now  is  the  register  or  receiver  of  aland 
olfice  in  Oregon  expected  to  know,  when  the  war- 
not  is  presented  at  his  office,  what  are  the  laws 
of  nonda  upon  that  subject?  and,  without  such 
^owfedge,  how  can  he  know  that  the  assignment 
is  iefpil  Ar  rtiHd  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
hm  we  are  now  about  to  enact?    Another  one  is 


as!!igned  in  Maine  according  to  the  mode  in 
which  deeds  are  executed  and  acknowledged 
there.  How  is  this  same  register  in  Oregon,  nine- 
ty days  af^r Wards  when  ihe  warrant  is  pre- 
sented to  him,  to  know  what  are  the  laws  of 
Maine  in  relation  to  deeds  conveying  land?*^  And 
further  still,  how  is  any  register  or  receiver  e^T- 
pected  to  know  the  laws  o?  all  the  Slates  and 
Territories  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  regu- 
lating this  subject,  so  that  he  may  know,  when 
the  warrant  is  presented  to  him  at  his  office, 
whether  the  assignment  upon  it  is  legal  or  not? 
Why,  it  would  require  a  lawyer,  indeed,  and  one 
of  much  reading,  too,  to  be  enabled  to  act  under- 
standin^ly  under  such  a  law  as  you  propose  for 
the  guiuance  of  registers  and ^-ecei vers. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Has  the  gentleman  always 
been  of  that  opinion,  or  has  he  recently  embraced 
it,  and  sipce  the  committee  acted  upon  it? 

]Vfr.  BISSELL.  Personally,  I  have  always 
preferred  a  different  mode  of  assignment  from  that 
provided  by  this  first  section,  yet  I  did  not  object 
to  this  mode  in  committee,  willing,  if  the  balance 
of  this  bill  should  suit  me,  to  indorse *the  whole; 
but  as  I  have  said  before,  when  I  came  to  see  the 
frightful  disproportions  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
bill,  I  was  disposed  to  have  it  nearly  all  modified 
— this  section  as  well  as  others. 

Now  a  far  more  simple,  better,  and  wiser  plan, 
is  that  which  was  provided  for  in  the  bill  before  us 
originally;  and  I  now  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  that  better  mode.  The  first  section  of  that 
original  bill  provides  that  ^e  warrants  for  mili- 
tary bounty  lands,  which  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  issued  under  any  law  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  assignable  in  such  form,  and  pursuant  to 
sufth  regiriationSj^as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Now 
the  Commissioner  has  constant  communication 
with  all  these  local  offices,  and  the  moment  you 
may  pass  this  original  bill,  he  will  send  his  circu- 
lar containing  this  law  and  the  prescribed  form  to 
each  of  the  registers  and  receivers,  and  they  will 
have  all  the  required  information  before  them  in 
plain  and  simple  language,  directly  from  the  De- 
partment here.  Thus  that  provision  of  law  regu- 
lating the  assignment  of  warrants,  will  pass  into 
all  the  local  land  offices,  and  all  other  public  offices 
where  business  of  that  kind  is  transacted  by  offi- 
cers or  individuals.  Every  man  may  then  see 
and  easily  understand,  what  is  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  legal  assignment  of  a  bounty  land  war- 
rant. Now,  which  of  these  plans  is  the  better 
one?  Nay,  I  would  ask,  indeed,  if  the  one  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  this  select  committee  is 
not  almost  utterly  impracticable  ?  So  much  for 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  to  be  forced 
through  the  House  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  second  section  of  this  bill — and  I  ask  those 
gentlemen  who  have  not  given  it  particular  atten- 
tion to  attend  to  it  now — provides,  that  for  loca- 
ting warrants  hereafter,  registers  and  receivers 
shall  receive  fifty  cents  upon  each  one  located. 
Now,  gentlemen,  you  are  all  aware  that  the  loca- 
tion, by  these  warrants,  commenced  some  three  or 
four  years  ago.  Since  that  time  so  many  locations 
have  been  made  under  them,  that  probably  not 
one  fourth  part  of  those  origihally  directed  to  be 
issued  now  remain  unlocatea. .  The  officers  who 
have  located  them,  have  never  received  one  sin- 
gle cent,  except  a  small  pittance,  orlg^inally 
provided  for  locating  such  as  liad  been  assigned. 
The  subject  of  compensating  these  officers  for 
their  services  comes  before  this  House;  is  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  they  report  in  favor  of 
compensating  such  officers  as  may  render  the  same 
services  hereafter,  and  wholly  n^Iect  to  provide 
the  same  equal  and  just  comf^ensation,  or  any  com- 
pensation at  all,  to  those  who  have  performed  these 
services  up  to  this  time.  Is  there  justice  in  that  ? 
If  the  location  of  these  warrants  hereafter  to  be 
made  is  a  service,  fairiy  and  justly  entitling  the 
^r^isters  and  receivers  to  compensation,  why  not 
compensate  those  who  for  three  years  have  de- 
voted nearly  all  their  time  to  that  labor  without 
receiving  so  much  as  one  hundred  dollars,  over 
and  above  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  and  other  neces- 
sary expenses?  Why,  the  very  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee proposes  to  pay  for  locating  these  warrants 
hereafter,  shows  them  to  be  awart  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  justice  in  the  claim  of,those  who  ask  com- 
pensation for  having  located  them  heretofore.  Why 
provide  for  payment  only  to  future  officers?    Let 


us  see  how  this  matter  is  got  ovet»  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  select  committee,  fMr.  Dunham.I 
After  providing  in  this  comprehensive  bill  for 
paying  officers  who  sH^Sll  hereafter  locale  Ihese 
warrants,  he  tells  you  that^  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  locatin?  them  heretofore,  can  come  to 
Congress,  each  with  his  individual  claim,  and  get  a 
bill  tlirough  here  for  his  cohipensation.  .Js  not 
that  a  most  extraordinary  proposition  ?  Is  it  not 
a  most  unreasonable  one,  so  far  as  the  present, 
and  late  incumbents  of  these  o^ces  are  poncerned^' 
T'his  bill  provides  for  paying  officers  who  perform 
these  Services  hereafter,  and  invites  those  who 
have  performed  them  heretofore — ^some  of  whom 
are  in  office  now,  and  some  not — to  come  to  Wash- 
ington by  dozens,  and  s6ores,  and  hundreds,  and 
present  to  Congress,  each  his  individual  claim,  in 
the  form  of  a  private  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing his  pay,  as  register  or  receiver,  for  locating  these 
land  warrants  heretofore.  That,  sir,  is  an  imprbve- 
inent  upon  the  General  Land  Office  system,  which 
is  as  ingenious  as  it  is  just  to  retiring  land  officers. 
Why,  the  land  office  system  is  designed  to  be, 
and  should  be,  complete  and  perfect  in  itself.  The 
claim  of  these  officers  for  compensation  should  be 
adjusted,  how  and  always,  not  by  Congress  but  by 
the  head  o^that  Department  here.  If,  pursuant  to 
tlie  invitation  of  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  * 
fifty  or  a  hundred  of  these  land  officers  come  up  to 
Washington  and  present  their  claims  to  Congress, 
I  should  like  to  know  when  they  may  reasonably 
expect  their  bills  to  be  all  got  through?  'How 
much  of  the  time  of  Congress  would  be  consumed 
in  passing  them,  and  how  much  of  the  money 
of  these  honest  claimants  be  expended,  in  employ- 
ing ogents  and  in  personal  attendance,  session  af- 
ter session,  till  their  bills  are  passed?  How  sim- 
ple, how  sensible,  how  right  would  it  be,  to  pro- 
vide in  preference  for  those  who  have  already 
located  these  warrants,  just  as  we  do  for  those  who 
shall  locate  them  hereafter!  Provide  that  those 
registers  and  receivers  who  have  heretofore  located 
these  warrants  shall  receive  a  certain  percentage 
on  each  warrant  so  located  by  them,  under  regu- 
lations of  the  Department,  the  whole  amount  al- 
lowed to  any  one  in  no  case  to  exceed  the  maxi- 
mum offeompensation  now  allowed  by  law.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  regulating  this,  none  at  all.  The 
head  of  the  Land  Office  department  here  knows 
how  much  pay  each  land  officer  has  received^ 
year  by  year 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ?    . 

Mr.  BISSELL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  know,  in 
settlipg  those  accounts  at  the  Land  Office,  how  you 
are  to  ascertain  the  amount  they  are  entitled  to  for 
locating  Mexican  land  warrants? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  In  the  easiest  possible  way, 
I  assure  the  gentleman.  I  will  turn  to  the  records 
of  the  General  Land  Office  here«  or  introduce  that 

fjentleman  to  a  clerlTwho  will  do  it,  and  show,  in 
ess  time  than  I  have  been  speaking,  precisely  how 
much  each  land  officer  has  received  for  each  year, 
during  the  whole  time  in  wliich  entries  have  been 
made  t)y  these  warrants. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  gentleman  will  find  him- 
self very  much  mistaken,  or  else  my  inquiries  have 
resultea  in  a  wrong  answer,  for  my 

Mr.   BISSELL.    The  books  of  the  General 
Land  Office  show  whether  a  warrant  was  located 
by  the  original  holder,  or  by  his  assignee.    If  by 
his  assignee,  the  Department  knows  that  the  re- 
gister and  receiver  has  received  fifty  cents.     If  by 
the  original  holder,  the  Department  knows  that 
the  local  land  officfer  has  received  nothing.    There- 
fore it  is  entirely  practicable  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information  on  this  point.    When  that  informa- 
tion is  obtained,  the  Department  should  be  author- 
ized to  allow  each  register  and  receiver  a  percentage 
upon  entries  by  warrants,  under  the  restriclic#  or 
limitation  as  to  amount,  which  I  have  already 
suggested.    This  is  exactly  what  tlie  majority  of 
the  select  committee  propose  to  do  for  registers  and 
receivers  who  may  perform  this  service  in  future. 
Is  there  any  more  difficulty  about  the  past  ?    Thig 
whole  thing  ouffht  to  be  settled  in  this  bill.    We 
want  no  future  legislation  on  the  subject.    We  do 
not  want  these  registers  and  receivcrst--nor  their 
widows  and  children — herein  mourof\i  I  procession 
with  their  private  bills  foe  compensation,  year  after 
year,  till  our  patience  and  their  spirit?  ?hall  be 
worn  out.    Regulate  the  compensation  to  which 
they  are  enUtwd  i^QW,  ^hw  U  can  ao  ea«i|y  be 


1862, 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


»77 


TliQfle  who  koM  them  for  their  ovn  pur- 
pose, enter  their  land  immediately  or  very  soon. 
but  1  8)ippo8e  that  about  nine  tenths  of  the  whole 
Dumber  sell  their  warrants  for  cash  to  speculators. 
T'hcwe  who  have  money  and  disposition  to  specu- 
late in  lands  buy  these  warrants  for  from  |80  to 
^00,  say  at  an  averag^e  of  about  ^0.    These 
•pecolatOTS  will  horde  them  up.    When,  the  poor 
emi^^rant  wants  a  piece  of  land  to  live  upon  he 
Cakes  the  first  piece  of  good  land  he  reaches,  lays 
his  warrant,  settles  ana  cultivates  it.    The  specu- 
lator, with  his  scores  of  warrants,  lies  back  until 
a  new  and  rich  district  is  opened  for  sole.    Before 
the  day  of  sale  comes  on,  he  is  there,  by  himself 
orlkis  agent,  with  his  warrants.    He  selects  out 
the  bept  lands  in  advance,  and  covers  in  a  day 
thousands  of  acres  with  his  warrants.    Then  he 
holds  these  lands — ^which  instead  of  being  entered 
at  $200  for  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  have  cost 
him  less  than  half  that  sum — till  surrounding  cul- 
tivation and  improvements  by  actual  settlers  have 
enhanced  their  value  fourfold.    Then,  for  that  en- 
hanced price  he  sells  them  out  for  cash  to  emi- 
'  grants  desiring  them  for  settlement.  -  His  ultimate 
profits  are  so  CTeat  that  he  can  well  afforid  to  retain 
lus  warrants  tor  a  long  time  before  locating  them, 
as^  hold  his  lands  up  from  sale  for  a  long  time 
afterwards. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  this  section  should  be 
stricken  out,  snd  that  you  ought  to  place  those 
who  may  hold  these  laiyl  warQBints  now  proposed 
Co  be  issued  upon  the  same  footin?  with  those  who 
took  warmnts  under  'the  acts  cJready  in  force. 
tjtt  them^Iay  theif  warrants  upon  lands  which 
were  in  market  at  tlie  time  the  original  bill  was 
passed,  or,  if  you  please,  upon  those  lands  which 
are  new  in  market.  But  do  not  extend  their  priv- 
flcgM  in  this  particular  any  further. 

There  are  lands  enough  already  in  the'  market, 
sad  ^od  lands  too,  upon  which  these  warrants 
tan  be  laid.    Why  give  so  many,  such  accumu- 
lated advantages,  to  those  who  ma/  speculate*  in 
these  warrants  ?    They  are  advantages  which  will 
rardy  inure  to  the  soldier,  or  original  holder. 
No,  no;  restrict  these  locations  by  warrants  to 
lands  already  in  the  market.    It  is  no  hardship  to 
the  'varrant-holder.  The  soldier  will  never  regard 
has  MB  injustice;  and,  as  for  the  speculator,  we 
eaieDotfi»r  him. 

Id  ondusion,  I  desire  to  say,  that  my  friend 
(naaNew  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tuck]  and  myself,  who 
eoostitute  a  minority  of  this  committee,  propose 
c2ttt  this  bill  shall  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  I  trust  it  will.  We  propose  to  make 
aeounter-report  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  embracing 
afl  that  we  conceive  to  be  good  or  desirable  in  the 
Dresent  bill,  and  free  from  its  most  manifest  de- 
nets.  Let  it  eo  to  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole, 
and  when  it  has.  been  there  examined  and  dis- 
eoased,  with  the  aid  of  such  information  as  we 
tuy  get  fronUhe  Departments,  let  us  pass  a  better 
ase  in  lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  TUCK.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  to 

^  Mr*  HOUSTON .  I  would  inquire  if  the  morn- 
iaghour  has  not  expired ?  , 
The  SPEAKER.  It  will  expire  in  one  minute. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Bampshire  had  better  let  us  pass  to  the  unfinished 
busioess  now,  as  there  is  but  a  moment  left  to  him 
of  the  morning  hour.  I  intend  to  move,  as  soon 
as  the  morning  hour  has  expired,  that  we  proceed 
toother  business.  This  is  a  most  unnecessary 
debate,  because  it  proposes  a  reference  of  the  bill 
ailMt.  ' 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Take  the  vote 
first  upon  the  reference. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  I  can  be  in- 
terrupted in  my  remarks? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  competent  for 
geatlemen  to  arrest  proceedings  and  call  for  the 
orders  of  the  day 7" 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  suggest  to  the  ffentle- 
I9an  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tuck]  that  he 
holds  the  floor  for  to-morrow  morning  upon  this 
subteet.  There  are  bilU  upon  the  Speaker's  table 
whleh  it  is  very  important  should  be  referred  to 
eoramiitees;  aftd  if  the  House  will  consent  to  pass 
to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  refer  these  bills,  I 
wottkl  like  it. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  intend  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
candmi  of  this  subject,  if  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
"Baaae  to  examine  it.  I  have  but  little  to  say  upon 
tilftflAater  ptJt  of  this  bill;  but  there  is  a:iproposi- 
^limumuitktd.  in  it»  which  upon  its  face  ptirports 


to  be  an  act  explanator)r  of  an  act,  which  deserves 
to  be  thoroughly  considered  by  this  House.  I 
believe  the  only  way  in  which  this  bill  can  ever 
be  passed  through  the  House,  is  to  have  it  passed 
under  circumstances  that  will  gi/ve  it  H.  thorough 
examination.  I  notify  the  friends  of  the  bill  that 
it  is  my  belief,  if  this  bill  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  sf^te  of  the  Union, 
and  is  there  discussed,  that  it  will  be  killed  dead, 
as  it  deserves  to  be.  I  believe  that ,  all,  except  a 
sectional  portion  of  the  country,  would  be  satisfied 
to  have  this  bill  receive  its  quietus  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  because  there  are  propositions  be- 
fore the  Senate  which  hre  sure  to  brin^  it  up  in  a 
manner  which  will  give  ufi  the  opportunity  of 
passing  any  enactment  upon  any  subiect  embraced 
m  this  bill,  which  deserves  our  approbation.  Gen- 
tlemen will  not  be  corftmitted  oy  the  loss  of  this 
bill — they  will  find  othet  measures  and  other  op- 
portunities of  procuring  such  enactment  upon  the 
sybject  as  ouent  to  pass  this  House 

MK  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  now  move — the 
morning  hour  having  expired — that  we  proceed 
with  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILCOX,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  J.  P.  Montgom- 
ery, praying  for  compensation  (br  services  performed  in  the 
war  witli  Mexico,  be  taken  f^om  ttafl  flies  of  the  House, 
and  reibrred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Attain. 

DEFICIENCY   ESTIMATES   FROM   THE   INTE- 
RIOR DEPARTMENT. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  proposition  to  refer  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  of  estimates  for  deficiencies,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stfite  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  On  yesterday, 
when  this  question  was  before  the  House,  I  moved 
to  lay  that  report  upon  the  table,  because  it  had 
come  here,  as  1  believed  then,  and  as  I  now  believe, ' 
contrary  to  the  law,  and'  in  violation  of  the  uni- 
form practice  and  custom  of  the  Government  and 
the  Departments  thereof.  To  show  that  I  was  not 
mistaken,  I  now  propose  to  investigate  that  ques- 
tion for  a  short  time,  to  see  how  these  estimates 
for  appropriations  should  come  before  the  House 
of  Representatives.  By  the  act  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department,  approved  September  2, 
1789,  it  IS  provided  by  the  second  section:  "That 

*  it  ehall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

*  ury~to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  improve- 

*  ment  and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  tor  the 

*  support  of  public  credit;  to  prepare  and  report 
'*  estimates  of  the  public  revenues,  and  the  public 
*jexpenditures." 

*  Here  is  the  first  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  prepare  his  estimates  of  revenue 
an^  estimates  of  expenditure.  There  is  no  distinc-* 
tion  made  in  them.  It  does  not  speak  of  one  or  an- 
other Department  of  this  Governinent  preparing 
and  reporting  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and 
expenditures.  We  find  that  another  act,  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  estaulish 
the  Treasury  Department,"  approved  May  10, 
1800,  provides  that  **It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  digest,  prepare,  and 

*  lay  before  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  every 
'session,  a  report  on  the  subiect  of  finances,'con- 

*  taining  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  public 

*  expenditures,  and  plans  for  improving  or  increas- 
'  ing  the  revenues  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpose 
•of  giving  information  to  Congress  in  adopting 
•modes  of  raising  the  money  requisite  to  meet  the 
•public  expenditures."  * 

Here  is  sfain  the  •second  act  passed  upon  this 
subiect  in  May,  1800,  declaring  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  directly 
to  Congress  upon  the  revenue  and  estimates  of  ex- 
penditure necessary  to  be  made;  and  upon  reflec- 
tion, it  will  be  seen,  I  think,  that  it  was  founded 
in  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  Suppose  that  each 
and  every  one  of  the  Departments  snail  make  their 
own  estimates,  and  submit  them  to  Congress, 
either  directly  or  through  the  President,  how  Will 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  arrive  at  anything 
like  a  correct  knowledge <of  the  amount  of  revenue 
necessary  to  be,  raisea  in-  order  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government?  If  the  Secretary 
of  War  js  to  make  his  estimates  and  submit  them 
to  Congress,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and 


of  the  Navy  are  to  come  here  separateljr,  what 
will  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  base  ms  esti- 
mates upon  as  to  the  amount  of  revenne  necessary 
to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  Government?.  But 
when  they  submit  their  estimates  to  him  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  StateSt 
he  has  before  him  the  amount  which  will  be  re- 
quired. He  then  makes  his  estimates  of  jke  rev- 
em^  to  be  received  by  the  Government  Tor  the 
year.  If  there  appears  from  his  estimates  of  the 
revenue  to  be  received  that  there  is  a  stirplus,  he 
reports  the  fact.  If  there  should  appear  to  be  a 
deficiency  in  his  estimates  of  revenues  to  be  re- 
ceived, then  it  is  his  duty  to  suggest  plans  and 
recommend  the  ineans  by  which  the  revenue  shall, 
be  increased;  or  if  he  cannot  present  any  plans 
satisfactory  to  himself  which  will  raise  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  revenue,  then  it  becomes  His  duty 
to  recommend  loan,  and  to  what  amount.  J  be- 
lieve it  was  the  uniform  practice,  from  the  act  of 
1800  down  to  1846,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  report  his  estimates  with  his  annual  finan- 
cial report  at  the  commencement  of  each  session. 
And  this  has  been  the  practice  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government  to  18411',  I  believe.  The 
fiscal  year^mmenced  upon  the  first  of  Januaryi 
and  ended  upon  the  31st  of  December  of  each  year. 
If  1  mistake  not,  it  was  in  1842  that  an  act  was 
passed  alterjng  the  commencement  and  termina- 
tion of  the  fiscal  year,  declaring  ^Kat  it  should 
commence  upon  th^  first  of  July  of  each  year,  »nd 
end  upon  the  30th  of  June  thereafter.  The  act 
approved  August  26,   1842,  provides  ''that  on 

•  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our 

•  Lord  1843,  the  fiscal  year  of  the  Treasury  of 
•the  United  States,  in  all  matters  of  accounts,  re- 
•ceipts,  expenditures,  and  appropriations,  shall 

•  commence  on  the  first  day  or  July  in  each  year; 

•  and  the  reportn)f  estimates  required  to  be.prepared 
'  and  laid  before  Congress  at  the  commencement 

•  of  each  session  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

•  in  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Coneress  of  the  2d  of 

•  September,  1789,  and  of  May  10th,  1800,  shall  be 
'  a  report  of  estimates  for  each  fiscal  year  commen- 
<  dns  as  aforesaid  and  terminating  on  the  30th  da^ 

•  of  June  in  the  succeeding  calendar  year."  It  is 
also  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  •*  to  sub- 
•mitlto  Congress,  at  th«  commencement  of  the 
•session,  his  annual  report  upon  the  state  of  the 

•  finances  and  estimates  of  appropriationif  required 

•  for  the  support  of  the  Government  for  the  half 

•  calendar  year  ending  on  the  dOth  day  of  June 

•  next,  and  particular  and  di^inct  estimates  for  the 
•fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June, 

« 1844.'^ 

It  is  again  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  here  in.  this  act  altering  and  fixing 
the  commencement  and  termination  of  the  fiscal 
year,  to  prepare  his  estimates  of  the  revenue  to 
be  received  and  the  expenditures  to  be  made.  In 
obaiience  to  that  act,  they  have  continued  to  make 
these  estimates  and  "submit  their  annual  report  to 
the  head  of  that  Department  up  to  the^rear  1846. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  was  under  this  change  of 
the  fiscal  year,  that  these  large  and  uniform  esti- 
mates for  deficiencies  commenced;  and  here  it  may 
be  said  that  these  laws  reouiring  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  submit  his  estimates,  apply  to 
annual  estimates  and  not  to  deficiencies.  If  that 
distinction  be  made,  it  will  be  found  that  the  law 
contemplates  no  deficiency.  It  contemplates,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have  suffi- 
cient knowledge  to  make  his  estimates  large 
enough  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  Government, 
and  uiat  they  would  be  made  accordingly.  But 
we  see  here,  when  this  fiscal  year  was  changed, 
that  there  were  at  every  session  reported  with  the 
annual  estimates,  large  estimates  tor  deficiencies; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  annual  report  on  the  4th 
of  December,  1845,  there  were  deficiency  estimates 
submitted  of  $1,290,526  25.  In  the  next  estimate 
submitted  on  the  J9th  of  November,  1846",  being 
the  first  year  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  there  were 
deficiencies  of  |5,459,700  72.  In  November  24, 
1847,  the  deficiency  estimates  were  ^10,06 1 ,844  57. 
In  November  16,  1848,  the  deficiency  estimates 
were  43,744,903  69.  In  November  16,  1849,  the 
deficiency  estimates  were  fl  ,696,851  47.  In  No- 
vember  23,  1850,  the  deficiency  estimates  were 

ft2  575  305  64. 

in  each  of  these  years  the  deficiency  estimates 
were  submitte4  at  the  same  time  that  the  annual 
estimates  were  for  the  then  next  fiscal  year,  and 


1862. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


S7d 


49  not  mean  to  go  over  the  ground  that  has  been 
oecupie<rby  the  gentlemah  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Joifps.]  What  little  I  have  to  say,  I  propose  to 
•ay  at  once. 

It  will*  be  recollected  that  on  yesterday,  when 
dic^coramunication  came  from  tjie  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  submitting  the  estimates  of  deficiencies, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  got  'up  and  said  it 
was-  a  violation  of  law,  and  moved  to  return  the 
communication  to  the  Secretary.  As  that  course 
bad  not  been  pursued  ^th  any  of  the  other  Sec- 
retaries, I  thought  that  it  was  designed  to  show  of- 
ioal  discourtesy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Now,  although  he  and  I  have  difii&red  as  politi- 
cans,  from  the  time  that  we  were  class-mates  at 
College  to  this  hour,  yet  we  have  always  been 
v^n  terms  of  the  most  intimate  personal  rela- 
tions, and  when,  therefore,  I  saw  the  House  dis-. 
•oaed  to  select  him  out  from  the  others  as  an  ob- 
ject to  whom  indignity  was  to  be  shown,  under  a 
anstake,  as  I  stated  at  the  time,  I  felt  it  due  to  him, 
and  due  to  the  State  of  which  we  are  both  sons, 
chat  1  should  suggest  that  in  this  matter  there  had 
be«i  no  violation  of  law  and  nothing  unusual. 

This  morning,  when  I  found  Chat  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  wasidisposed  to  press  thjs  matter, 
I  suggested  to  him  that  the  matter  had  better  be 
drof^d — saying  that  I  had  no  disposition  tp  vin- 
dicate the  statement  I  had  made,  that  there  had 
been  no  violation  of  law.  My  friend  decUned  the 
•vertores  I  made  to  let  the  matter  pass  w^hout 
debate;  and  since  he  has  gone  into  the  subject, 
there  is  no  alternative  left  me  but  to  reply  to  him, 
or  let  the  statement  I  made  go  unvindicated. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  single  point  that, 
in  sending  these  estimates  here,  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  -Interior  has  done  nothing  illegal  or  unusual, 
and  that  therefbre  there  is  nothing  which  would 
justify  this  House  in  offdHng  an  indignity  to  him. 
As  to  all  the  other  matters  jof  which  the  ^ntleman 
firom  Tennessee  has  spoken,  some  political  friend 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  defend  him, 
if  he  supposes  a  defence  necessary — which  I  do 
not. 

In  1^6^  the  Con^^ress  of  the  United  States 
Mwsed  a  joint  resolution,  the  title  of  which  is  as 
follows: 


relative  to  the  printing  snd  diatrikation  of 
the  annual  eatimates. 

'  **  B>Mfcf/,  ^e,f  That  It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Secretary 
oT  Ike  TnmBury  to  casae  the  estiroatea  of  appropriationa, 
wWek  be  i»  bylaw  required  to  prepare  and  aabmit  to  Con- 
^■■■j  to  l»e  pnotod,  and  copies  of  the  same  to  be  deltvered 
m  Ibe  Clerk  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  in  time  for 
<iatin»sii<m  at  the  commencement  of  each  senioa ;  and  that 
tta  Clerk  discribote  the  said  estimates  in  the  manner  in 
which  doeaments  printed  by  Congress  are  directed  to  be 
diMctrnted. 
"  AfFmovBD  January  7, 1846." 

^ow,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says  that 
in  the  eye  of^the  law,  there  is  no  distinction  be- 
tween casual  estimates  for  deficiencies  and  annual 
estimates.  Let  us  see  how  that  matter  is.  The 
miuleman  has  already  read  to  ]^u  the  law  of 
1^89,  omnizing  the  Treasury  Department.  That 
lav  referred  to  the  annual  report  0/  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treastiry,  and  not  what  we  now  refer  to  as 
estimates;  but  let  us  see  how  it  is  in  the  subse- 

Scnt  l^islation  of  Congress.    On  the  10th  of 
ay,  IwO,  Congress  passed  the  following  law: 

*' That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Soeretary  of  the  Treas- 
mry  to  dIgeM,  prepare,  and  lay  before  Congress  at  the  com- 
aasacemeot  of  e?ery  session,  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
AisaDee,  eoniaining  estimates  of  the  public  revenue,  and  of 
tfse  pubhc  expenditures,  and  plans  for  improving  or  incraaa- 
iDftthe  reveasea,  from  time  to  time,  ftM"  the  purpose  of  giving 
Uuormallon  to  Congress  in  adopting  modes  of  raising  the 
■sasey  lequlsfte  to  maet  the  public  expenditures." 

That  law  also  refers  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
Socretarv  of  the  Treasury  required  to  be  made  by 
law.  Now  let  us  look  to  the  still  subsequent  legis- 
lation. 

'     The  next  law  upon  the  subject  is  the  act  of  1820, 
in  the  8th  section  ot  wbich  it  was  enacted: 

**  That  it  Shan  be  the  duty  of  the  SeCretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
«ry  to  aasex  to  the  annual  estimates  of  the  appropriationa 
laqsired  for  the  pablte  aervice,  a  statement  of  the  appro- 
pttetiiNUi  for  the  aervieca  of  the  year  which  may  have  been 
aaade  by  former  acts,  and  also  a  atatement  of  die  sums  re- 
■■ining  ia^e  Treasury  or  In  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  dba  Tressary  a*  the  agent  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
Aom  the  appropriations  of  foriper  years,  estimating 
:  of  each  sum  which  will  not  be  required  to  defray 
»v  toeurred  the  previoua  year,  and  showing  the 
wfaole  ssmot  wtiicb  will  be  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Government  ia  the  year  to  which  the  estimMea 


B^  tilt  aet  of  1842  it  was  enacted— 

HTM  ft  fMI  ^  itit  daty  of  the  aaverol  Aaodt  0/ JDcpori- 


ment$,  in  e9mnuinieaHnge$timatet  of  expendituret  and  up-  1 
fffOfnation*  to  Comgrtu  or  to  any  of  the  eomntitleti  tkertof,  \ 
to  specify  as  nearly  an  may  be  convenient,  the  sources  from  ; 
which  such  estimates  are  derived,  and  the  calculations  upon  \ 
which  thev  ^re  founded ;  and  in  so  doing  to  discriminate  be-  , 
tween  such  estimates  as  are  conjectural  in  their  character,  | 
and  such  as  are  framed  upon  actual  information  and  appli- 
cation from  disbursing  omcers;  and  in  comwunicadng  the 
several  estimiites  reference  shall  be  given  to  the  laws  and 
treaties  by  which  they  are  authorized,  the  dates  thereof,  and 
the  volume,  page,  and  section,  in  which  the  necessary  pro- 
visions are  contained. ' ' 

Now,  here  you  will  observe  is  the  first  law 
which  contemplates  anything  else  than  the  annual 
report  from  the  Treasury  Department.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  law  of  1842  contemplates  the 
submission  of  estimates  by  any  of  the  heads  of  the 
Pepartments,  not  only  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
T^jeasury,  but  to  Congress  or  any  of  the  commit- 
tees thereof.  The  law  of  1846  changed  the  law  in 
that  respect;  but  it  changed  it  only  m  relation  to 
the  annual  estimates,  and  not  to  casual  or  unfore- 
seen estimates.  Since  1846,  all  the  annual  esti- 
mates have  been  made  from  the  several  departments 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Since  then  the 
annual  estimates  have  been  sent  in  by  the  Treasury 
Department.  And  it  ought  to  be  so,  for  the  reason 
thai  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  assigned, 
that  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ask- 
ing Congress  for  appropriations  for  a  year  yet  to 
arrive,  he«  could  not  estimate  properly  for  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  be  raised,  unless  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  amount  which  it  was  contemplated 
would  be  expended.  But  that  reasoning  does  not 
apply  to  deficiendes,  because  the  revenue  for  the 
current  year  has  already  been  ascertained  to  a 
great  extent,  and  there  is  no  necessity,  therefore, 
of  ^oing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  these 
estimates,  because  we  have  before  us  the  precise 
state  of  the  Treasury;  we  know  whether  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury,  as  reported  by  the  Secre- 
tary, will  b€ar  these  appropriations  asked  /or  the 
services  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  if  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  will  not  bear  it  we  must  accompany  the 
appropriations  for  deficiencies  either  with  a  tax  or 
with  authority  for  a  loan. 

But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  practice  ?  It  is  true 
that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  there 
were  very  large  deficiencies  known  to  exist  before 
the  meetin^^  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  did  send  in  an  estimate  for  the  deficien- 
cies bill.  But  does  not  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
.nessee  know — I  will  not  even  put  the  question  in 
that,  form,  but  assert  the  proposition  positively, 
because  I  know  such  to  be  the  fact — ^the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  knows,  that  after  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  sent  in  that  estimate  for  deficien- 
cies, there  came,  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  additional  estimates  for  defi- 
ciencies from  the  heads  of  other  Departments,  not 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  all.  We 
received  such  additional  estimates  from  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  the  Interior  Department, 
including  the  Pension  Bureau,  the  Indian  Bureau, 
and,  indeed,  from  nearly  all  the  Departments  and 
the  Bureaus.  The  gentleman  knows  that  he  and 
I  complained  durin?  the  whole  session  that  we 
could  never  know  when  they  had  done  askin?  for 
appropriations.  Day  after  aay,  during  the  whole 
session,  additional  estimates  were  coming, directed 
not  to  this  House,  but  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  and  such  has  been  the  case  ever  since 
I  have  been  in  Congress,  which  is  not  quite  so 
long  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  been 
here. 

Why  is  it,  this  House  may  ask,  that  this  esti- 
mate has  been  sent  to  the  House,  through  its 
Speaker,  rather  than  in  the  usual  and  ordmary 
mode — to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
through  its  chairman  ?  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Stu- 
art; but  my  colleajgue,  [Mr.  LiTCHEa,]  who  repre- 
sents the  district  in  which  that  eentleman  resides, 
has  informed  me  this  morning  tnat  Mr.  Stuart  had 
authorized  him  to  say,  that  it  had  been  sent  td^he 
Speaker  of  the  House  rather  than  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — which  is  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding; — at  the  special  instance  and 
request  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  intend  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virgima,  [Mr.  Bat- 
LT,1  if  I  can  get  the  floor  when  he  is  tlvrough.  I 
will,  however,  upon  this  point  say  thatlhere  roust 
be  some  mistake.  I  have  never  exchanged  a  sin- 
gle word  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  since  I 
came  here,  until  hist  night. 


Mr  LETCHER.  I  think  I  can  explain  this 
matter.  Being  tlie  immediate  representative  from 
the  county  from  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior comes,  I  went  to  him  this  morning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  something  about  this  matter 
which  had  raised  such  a  disturbance  in  the  House 
yesterday.  While  there,  he  sent  for  Mr,  Harring- 
ton, the  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depfu[tment» 
and  that  gentleman  stated  to  Mr.  Stuart  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  instructed 
them  to  send  their  estimates  directly  to  the  House, 
instead  of  sending  them  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  make  te  single 
explanation  in  connection  with  the  point  now 
presented  here.  The  gentleman  frdm  Virginia  [Mr. 
LsTCHEa]  and  the  House  will  see  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  him  is  wjiolly  incorrect — is  entirely 
unfounded.  A  few  days  since  I  was  at  jthe  Treas- 
ury Department,  when  the  Acthi^  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  told  me  that  he  intended  to  send  esti- 
mates to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  asking  that  committee 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  build 
or  purchase  six  revenue-cutters.  The  Acting 
Secretary  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Treasury 
Department  (Mr.  Harrington) — who  had  come 
in — ^insisted  that  the  legal  mode  Was  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and 
to  send  the  estimates,  for  those  things,  there.  I 
told  them  that  the  only  regularcourse  was  to  send 
their  estimates  directly  to  Congress,  and  not  to 
that  committee,  fi^dw,  that  conversation  applied 
solely  to  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. It  had  no  reference  to  the  head  of  any  other 
Department.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
the  House  will,  therefore,  see  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  are  entirely  mistaken  in  making 
any  such  statement. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  One  word  more.  I  imagine 
that  when  that  communication  was  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  Houston]  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  Chief  Clerk,  that  the  various  Departments 
of  the  Government  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department  were  probabry— 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
Oar  conversation  was  confined  to  one  point  e^u- 
sively,  and  that  point  had  reference  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  alone,  and  not  to  the  head  of 
any  other  Department.  I  requested  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  send  his  communication  directly 
to  the  House,  and  not  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  But  the*point  was  nbt  brought  up  at 
all,  as  to  whether  the  head  of  any  other  Depart- 
ment, or  the  head  of  any  bureau,  should  commu- 
nicate through  that  Department  or  directly  to  the 
House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
That  is  my  explanation. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Well,  it  seems  there  was  a 
conversation  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  communi- 
cating between  the  Treasury  Department,  and  of 
course  between  the  various  otner  Departments 
connected  with  that  Department  and  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Not  the  various  Departments. 
It  related  to  none  but  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  LETOHER.  It  has  been  contended  in  the 
whole  course  of  this  argument,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  controversy  to  the  present  time, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  under  the 
control  and  management  of  the  Secretary  of-  the 
Treasury,  so  far  as  these  communications  m  regard 
to  estimates  of  the  expenditures  of  his  Department 
are  concerned.  Now,  I  can  very  readily  see  how 
it  might  occur  upon  this  occasion,  in  the  conver- 
sation betwee'n  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas;- 
ury,  and  his  Chief  Clerk,  that  the  conclusion  might 
have  been  drawp  precisely  as  it  has  been  drawn 
by  Mr.  Stuart,  and  those  in  his  Department  con- 
nected with  him.  Every  gentleman  knows,  I  ap- 
prehend, because  most  gentlemen  here  have  been 
m  Congress  longer  than!  have,  that  as  far  as  these 
communications  from  the  Departments  to  Congress 
ar^ concerned,  they  are  generally  made  through 
a  clerk  in  each  of  the  Departments,  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  proper  forms  to  be  used. 
They  are  prepared  by  the  clerks,  and  are  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  thehead^of  the  Department  to  which 
they  may  belong  for  their  oflicial*  signatures,  and 
to  receive  the  proper  legal  sanction. 
Now,  in  relation  to  this  matter  about  Mioh  so 
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IdBSy  Price,  Raatoal,  8*okett,  Bavage,  Schermcrhorn, 
Sciioolcimft,  ScoddPT,  Skelton,  Smith.  Stanly.  Frederick 
F.  Stanton,  Slzattoo,  Sioart,  Taylor.  George  W.  Thomp- 
ana,  Thaivton.  Tuck,  Walbridfe,  Ward,  Waahburu,  Wot- 
klM.  >^^«cli,  WelU,  AlezaiMlar  White,  WUcox,  WiUiams, 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unioiiy  it  was  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

THr  PUBUC  PRINTING. 

Mr,  HOUSTON.    It  is  b0  late  that  I  lyill  not 
aioTe  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  fox  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Mexican 
indemnity  bill.     I  desire  nov  to  make  a  state- 
meot  to  the  House,  and  shall  net  occupy  much 
time.    I  havs  drawn  up  a  resolution  upon  the 
subiect.    It  is  a  matter  in  which  the  House  oughX 
to  do  something  immediately,  and  for  that  reason 
I  most  trespass  upon  their  patience  for  a  few  min- 
utes.   The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are 
r«iQired  to  report  a  portion  of,  their  appropria- 
tion bills  within  thirty  days  aAer  the  committee 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Speaker.    The  present 
committee  has  not  complied  witj^  that  rule,  and  1 
isay  say  that  no  other  preceding  committee  has 
eomplira  with  it.    I  desire  to  give  the  House  the 
reasons  why  we  have  not  done  so,  and  that  of 
itself  win  brmg  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
House.    The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at 
t^  session  of  Congress  would  have  hod  in  aJl  the 
appropriation  bills  which  the  rule  rec^uires  reported 
vitfaio  the  thirty  days,  if  the  public  printer  had 
fiimished  them  with  the  printed  reports  of  the 
beads  of  the  Departments  and  bureaus  nacessary 
to  enable  them  to  act.    We  have  reported  several 
^sra  since  all  the  bills  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ajM  Means  can  possibly  act  upon  with  any  decree 
of  understanding,  or  any  degree  of  satisfaction, 
cither  to  themselves  or  the  House,  until  the  public 
printer  shall  furnish  the  House  with  the^Presi- 
dent^a  message  and  accompanying  documents. 
We  have  been  laboring  upon  a  portion  of  the  bills 
Tet  behind .  We  have  made  personal  calls  upon  the 
Beads  of  bureaus  and  departments,  in  order  to 
obtain  that  information  which  will  ^able  us  to  act, 
.  and  we  find  our  labors  will  be  interminable  if  we 
natmtt  that  course.  Hence  we.  have  determined  to 
Drtng  the  whole  subject  before  the  House,  that  it 
maj^  take  such  action  as  it  sees  fit  in  the  premises. 
For  instance,  take  the  Navy  bills,  in  which  there  are 
laijge  expenditures  involved.    The  Committee  of 
Waj^and  Means  are  called  upon  to  make  large 
ap|Mopriations — unusually  laige — for  the  various 
■ary-yards,  and  these  estimates  ar€  printing  and 
aa^  yet  we  have  not  one  s<rfitarywora  of  explan- 
ation before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  we  Jmd  seen  fit  to  adopt  the  estimates  sabmit- 
ted  to  us  by  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  and 
committed  to  that  committee  by  tnis  House,  we 
couki  have  had  the  bills  here;  but  we  preferred  to 
examine  those  estimates,  and  have  done  so,  so 
Ikr  aa  we  have  acted.    The  bills  now  not  acted 
Q^on  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  an4  Means  con- 
taiB  many  items  that  require  explanation  from 
tkt  departments  or  bureaus  of  th^  Grovemment. 
T%cae  explanations  are  in  the  hands  of  the  public 
prater,  and  have  been  ever  since  the  reference  of 
the  President's  message.    We  have,  as  yet,  re- 
ceived no  copy  of  then^.    Now  it  is  impossible  for 
n^  andef  these  circumstances,  to  act  upon  the 
ap0Topriation  bills  which  are  behind.    It  is  impos- 
MM  lor  the  committee  to  discharge  any  additional 
doty  devolved  upon  it  in  connection  with  these 
tt»propnation  bills  untO  the  House  shall  do  some- 
thing that  will  enable  us  to  obtain  the  information 
opoB  which  we  can  act. 

It  may  be  said,  possibly,  that  the  President's 
Msaaage  and  accompanying  documents  are  laiger 
tMh  usoal.  Within  the  last  few  years  I  know,  as 
veff  as  other  members  of  this  House  who  have 
papd  aay  attention  to  this  subject,  that  the  size  of 
Oat  document  is  kirgely  increased;  but  that  should 
not  pfcrent  its  coming  to  us  in  the  usual  time.* 
The  Qsmd  time  for  laving  that  document  upon  the 
tabba  of  members  has  been  from  two  to  four 
weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  session.  1 
aadciacaiid  that  has  been  the  practice.  If  the 
Btimber  of  pages  and  amount  of  matter  and  labor 
muummrr  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  work  are  lai^^ly 
iMteaaea,  then  it  is  proper  that  the  public  printer 
thoM  fawreaae  his  force  to  correspoild  ana  keep. 
pace  i^U  the  inerease  of  work  and  labor,  so  that 
the  ddfli^intt  sboald  be  plaoed.apon  the  tables  of 


members  within  the  usual  time.  I  intend  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  public 
printing,  and  report  to  this  House  the  character  of 
the  work. 
The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Aetplretf,  Thaf  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  exnmine  into,  and  report  to  the  House,  the  condition  of 
the  paMic  pfintinir— whether  the  public  printer  is  not  act- 
inn:  in  violation  of  his  contract,  not  only  as  to  the  time  of 
dHiveriDKthe  printing  to  the  House,  but  also  in  the  charac- 
ter of  his  worlc,  and  ue  quality  of  the  material  used  in  said 
work.  J 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STANLY.    I  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  resumed.  I  was  only  about 
to  say,  that  as  far  as  the  printing  obtained  from 
the  poblic  printer  is  concerned,  the  paper  is  infe- 
rior, and  tne  execution  of  the  work  in  infinitely 
below  the  style  demanded  by  his  contract. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  objected  to  that  .resolution 
distinctly,  a  few  minutes  since. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wiU  not  insist  upon  it,  if 
there  is  any  objection  to  it.  • 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  is 
objected  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  submit  whether  the  objec- 
tion does  not  come  too  late,  as  the  Chair  had  pro- 
pounded the  question  to  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair. has  no  disposi- 
tion to  deprive  the  gentleman  of  his  privilege 
under  the  nile,  and  he  has  no  doubt  the  objection 
was  made.* 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  briefly  respond  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Stanlt,]  that  in  a  conference  with  members 
of  the  Printing  Committee,  they  say  that  thev 
will  report  back  a  resolution  at  once,  recommena- 
inffprompt  action.     * 

The  SPEAKER.    Discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  b^  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  loara  and  Minne- 
sota, with  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  and  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  I  move 
their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced, read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  SMITH  t  A  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  enable  the  State  of  Arlcansas  and  the  other 
States,  to  reclaim  their  swamp  lands.'* 

[The  follnwing  is  the  substance  of  the  supplemental  bill : 
whereas,  the  proviso  of  the  second  section  of  the  above 
recited  act  limits  the  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  of  said 
lands  to  the  purpose  or  reclaiming  the  said  lands  by  tiie 
means  of  levees  and  drains : 

Now  be  U  enaetedf  ^c,  That  the  State  of  Alabama, 
through  her  Legislature,  may,  and  she  Is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  apply  the  proceeds  of  said  lands  to  the  clearing  out 
and  making  navigable  any  of  tlie  streams,  upon  which  the 
said  swamp  lands  are  situate ;  and  also  to  the  building  and 
erecting  causeways,  irionk  roads,  and  bridges  over  said 
streams,  and  througn  oJd  swamp  lands.]        • 

Mr.  PBICE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  other  roads  from 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  the  eastr 
era  boundary  of  the  Stale  of  Califbrnial 

PETItIoNS,  kc. 
The  following  memorials,  petitiims,  fco.,  were  presented 
under  tbe  rale,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  conunitteee : 

By  Mr.  MILLER,^for  Mr.  Darby:  The  memorial  of  the 
orphan  heirs  of  Geoige  6.  Alford,  in  relation  to  Mexican 
indemnities. 

Also,  a  memorial  fW>m  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  St. 
Louis,  in  relation  to  the  Improvement  of  the  harbor  of  St. 
Louis. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Terry  Scurlock,  praying  for  relief  on 
account  of  Worthless  money  paid  him  for  services  to  6ov-^ 
enunent.  • 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN ;  The  petition  of  Nathaniel  Noyee,  for 
a  register  to  the  brig  *<  America,'*  late  British  brig  "  Prim- 
rose." 

Also,  the  petition  of  Chsif  es  Winter  and  others,  praying 
compensation  for  services  rendered  die  United  States.    - 

By  Mr.  WELCH :  The  petition  of  Horace  Parsons,  ask- 
ing pay  for  a  horse  lost  hi  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  last  lArar. 

AI«o,  the  petition  of  John  Rudierford  and  otheiw,  praving 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  ronte  through  Meigs  and  Vin- 
ton counties,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  • 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas:  The  petition  of  Roe- 
well  Beebe  and'  others,  stockholders  in  the  Arkansas  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company. 

By  Mr.  LETCHER:  The  petition  of  WUHam  R.  Ash- 
toa,  administrator  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Chopint  lots  a  nr- 


geon  in  tlie  Navy  of  the  RevolutionV  asking  seven  years- 
half  pay. 

By  Mr.  HAVEN :  The  petition  of  Lewis  Eaton  and  14 
others,  for  the  passage  of  a  biU  lo  give  Airther  remedies  19 
pstentees. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Lake  and  10  others,  to  make 
bounty  land  warrants  assignable. 

.  Also,  the  petition  of  9  commanders,  SB  lieutenants,  67 
passed  midshipmen)  7  surgeons,  assistant  surgeons,  and 
passed  assistant  suraeons,  6  pursers,  and  4  profes8<»s  of 
mathematics  in  the  Navy,  that  Congresit  authorise  by  law 
the  commissioning  of"  moitert  in  the  line  of  pronu>tu>n  ;" 
and  also  distinction  in  midshipmen,  and  other  reforms  in 
the  Navy. 

Bv.Mr.  PRICE:  The  memorial  of  the^brward  officers  of 
the  Navy,  praying  an  ihccease  of  compensation. 

by  Mr.  CtlANDLEE:  The  memorial  of  officers  in  the 
Unitod  States  Army  serving  in  New  Mexico,  asking  the 
some  allowance  and  per  diem  that  have  been  granted  10  the 
troops  in  Ci>lifomia  and  Or^on. 

By  Mr.  THURSTON  :  The  petition  of  So  assistant  mar- 
shals of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for  additional  compen- 
sation for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  BELL :  The  petition  of  150  citizens  of  DaytOn, 
Ohio,  praying  for  further  protection  to  American  inventors 
from  those  using  their  patented  machines  in  tbe  British 
Provinces. 

Also,  a  petition  praying  for  a  mail  route  (him  Greenville, 
Darke  county,  Ohio,  via  Abbotsville,  Pituburg,  NewLeba- 
«ion.  Centre  Salem,  to  Dayton. 

By  Mr.  AIKEN :  The  petition  of  the  Charleston  Marine 
Society,  and  others,  praying  that  the  money  now  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  unclaimed  by  deceased  seamen  as 
prise  money,  in  public  and  private  vessels,  and  from  con- 
tributions made  by  all  seamen  of  twenty- Ave  cents  per 
month,  be  applied  to  the  f\mher  relief  of  seamen. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Charleston  (South  Carolina) 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  House  ol  Representativee 
of  the  United  States,  prayinK  for  a  l^t-boat  on  Cape  Ro- 
man Shoal,  coast  of  South  Carolina. 

Also,  the  petition  of  heirs  of  Dr.  Henry  Collins  Flasg, 
Apothecary  General ,  lie. ,  for  commutation  pay. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  petition  of  Timothy  Barker,  and 
others,  for  a  continuation  of  the  Mobile  and  Chicago  rail- 
road 1^  Woodstock,  Illinois,  and  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin, 
to  Lake  Superior. 

By  Mr.  MANN :  The  petition  of  sundry  citicens  of  North 
Bridgewater,'  Massachusetts,  praying  foi  legal  protection 
against  the  pirating  of  patent  rights  by  residents  in  adjoin- 
ins  countries. 

Leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Captain 
fUlword  J.  Glasgow,  of  Missouri,  and  to  reforthe  same  to 
tbe  Committeo  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  to  withdraw  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers 
of  Natnaniel  Patten,  late  of  Missouri,  deceased,  praying 
tbe  passage  of  a  law  to  return  to  him  a  certain  sum  <h 
money  stolen  ftom  the  post'ofllce  at  Franklin,  Missouri, 
while  he  was  postmaster,  and  which  he  h'ad  accounted  for 
to  the  post  Office  Department,  and  fo  refer  tiie  same,  in  tlie 
name  of  the  legal  representatives  of  said  deceased,  to  tiie 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  DISNEY :  The  memorial  of  Junes  Young,  ask- 
ingrelief. 

By  Mr.  GREEN:  The  petition  of  dtisens  of  Wood 
eounty,  Ohio,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
<tf  the  navigation  of  the  Maumee  river. 

By  Mr.  BUELL :  The  petition  of  Darine  Hawkins,  for 
arrears  of  pensions. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  Jontiary  15,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  BtrrLiR. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  Georj^e  D.  Fisner,  one  or  (iie 
Assistant  marshals  of  the  United  States,  employed 
in  taking"  the  Seventh  Census  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida. He  states,  in  a  communication  addressed  to 
me  and  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  with  the 
memorial,  that  while  he  was  engaged  in  taking  the 
census  of  Santa  Rosa  county,  he  traveled  more 
than  fourteen  hundred  miles,  and  was  assiduously 
and  laboriously  engaged  for  upwards  of  three 
months;  and  he  says  that  whetner  he  estimates 
his  compensation  by  the  square  root  of  the  miles, 
or  the  cube  root  of  the  families,  it  amounts  to  but 
little  more  than  a  hundred  dollars.  He  asks,  there- 
fore, for  additional  compensation. 

The  memoriHh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  also  beg  leave  to  present  a 
memorial,  signed  by  many  citizens  of  Apalachicola, 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  asking  that  remuneration 
be  made  to  Samuel  •  Bray,  for  losses  in  a  jrale 
which  prevailed  on  that  coast,  on  the  21st,  Sd, 
and  24tn  days  of  Aiigustlast.  '  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Bray  was  the  keeper  of  the  light-house  on  Dog 
Island,  and  that  thai  terrific  gale  swept  away  the 
light-house  and  the  residence  of  the  keeper;  that 
he  lost  all  of  his  effects,  even  to  his  clothing;  that 
five  members  of  his  household  were  swept  away 
by  the  tornado,  and  perished,  and  that  on6  of  his 
cnildren  perished  in  his  arms.  The  citizens  of 
Apalachicola  in  this  petition,  numerously  signed, 
ask  Uiat  Mr.  Bray  be  remunerated  for  the  loss  of 
\  his  property.    It  is  a  case  which  appeals  to  the 
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Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  vould  de«re  tkat  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  should 
go  on.  1  should  prefer  to  close  thjs  discussion. 
•  ^  Mr.  HALE.  I  was  going:  to  say,  that,  know- 
ing something  of  the  history  of  the  legislation  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject  for  some  eight  or 
tan  years  past,  and  something  of  the  modes  by 
which  the  act  abolishing,  flogging  has  been  se- 
cured, I  had  intendied  to  address  the  Senate.  I 
am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  go  an  in  full, 
bat  I  woula^  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  sub- 
ject, reAfiarIf,  that  I  am  not  at  all  anxious  in  regard 
to  anything  that  w#  may  do,  so  far  as  the  sailor  is 
concerned.'  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  that  that 
battle  has  been  fought,  finally  fought,  arid  the  vic- 
tory has  been  won.  I  look  upon  it  as  morally 
impossible  for  the  country  to  retrace  that  step.  I 
kf|ow,  sir,  that  when  the  prophet  of  Israel  was 
•mt  to  the  King  to  announce  to  him  that  he  should 
recover,  the  King  asked  of  the  prophet  some  sign, 
«iid  it  was,  whether  the  shadow  should  go  forward 
upon  the  dial  ten  degn*es,  or  backwaVds  ten  de- 
grees; and  the  King  says  it  is  a  small  thing  for  the 
shadow  to  go  forward  ten  degrees;  nay,  says  he 
but  let  it  go  back;  that  will  be  a  miracle  of  which 
aO  the  world  will  take  notice.  That  is  th^  at- 
tempt now.  It  is  to.  put  oiT  the  advancing  shadow 
that  the  sun  of  humanity  has  cast  upon  the  dark- 
ness of  this  dial-plate  back  ten  degrees,  and  more 
than  that. 

Now,  sir,  abl6  and  eloqtlent  as  the  honorable 
SamtoT  from  Florida  is,  and  speaking  as  he  says 
fat  the  whole  Navy,  if  I  understood  him,  I  tell 
,  lam  that  this  cannot  be  done.  My  onlj^nxiety 
now  is,  for  the  character  of  the  Senate;  I  sm  not  at 
#  aO  an  xious  about  the  Sailor.  If  I  may  be  indulged 
in  a  figure  of  speech,  I  look  upon  all  the  efforts  of 
tbs  eat-o'-ninetails  to  restore  itself,  only  as  the 
floundering  of  a  whale  after  he  has  been  thorough- 
W  harpooned.  They  are  the  mere  struggles  and 
taroes  of  death.  I  po  not  suppose,  I  never  have 
supposed »  Uiat  such  a  monstrous  evil  as  tliat,  and 
one  that  was  as  old  as  that  was — one  that,  as  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Florida  says,  dates  away 
back  as  far  as  we  have  any  acquaintance  with  pro- 
fiuia  hiaiory,  would  submit  at  once.  I  did  sup- 
pose that  efforts  would  be  made,  feebly  to  be  sure, 
•~4hoii|^  I  did  not  expect  so  serious  an  effort  as 
Ihm — to  nvive,  and  revivify,  and  reestablish  the 
harfmnoB  custom  which  received  its  death-bbw 
by  tbe  late  act  of  Congress.  There  never  was 
my  great  power  that  had  a  pitched  battle  with  an- 
oUier  power  and  got  vanquished  and  overthrown, 
but  that  after  the  great  battle  little  parties  were 
9f^Ui\zcd  which  kept  up  a  guerrilla  warfare.  The 
mme  is  to  be  expected  m  every  moral  and  every 
political  conflict.  It  has  been  so,  and  probably 
wiU  continue  so. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  has  gone  into  some 
dctaib.  He  has  alluded  to  some  reports  in  answer 
to  inqairies  which  have  been  maae  by  the  Sec- 
iry  of  the  Navy,  which  reouire  examination 
raich  require  some  facts  to  be  brought  up  to 
A  them.  I  wish  to  tell  the  honorable  Senator 
at  the  outset,  hpwever,  that  the  censure  which  he 
Itews  on  the  origin  of  this  measure  does  not  fall 
just  exactly  where  he  thought  it  would  fall.  I 
a»  not  mistaken  in  mv  recollection  that  one  of 
the  efficient  friends  of  this  legislation,  a  man  who 
pLre  it  very  potent  aid  and  helped  to  imbody  it 
iBle  the  le^slation  of  the  country,  in  the  general 
•ppropviation  bills  year  aAer  year,  in  the  House 
of  R^resentatives,  was  .a  late  member  -of  that 
House — General  McKay,  of  North  Carolina. 
We  have  the  honor  of  claiming^  him  as  one  of 
those  individuals  who  came  froni  a  section  of  the 
eooDtry  where  I  do  not  suppose  the  honorable 
Senator  thought  he  was  dealing  his  censures  when 
he.  spoke  of  this  matter.  If  I  may  be  permitted 
to  refer  to  another  individual,  who  is  not  now 
Svinei  but  who  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  censures 
trkico  the  honorable  Senator  attempted  to  cast  on 
tbe  IHends  of  this  measure,  T  will  mention  an 
honored  eollea^ue  ,of  yours,  Mr.  President,  now 
no  -more — the  nonorable  Dixon  H .  Lewis,  who 
did  me  the  honor  on  one  occasion,  while  he  dealt 
in  a  kindly  spirit  his  censure  at  what  he 
led  my  va^;aries  and  fanaticism,  of  saying, 
bttt  vpoa  this  matter  you  are  right,  and  have 
mYSTD^thies,  and  I  will  go  with  you.'* 

Bevre  I  le^ve  the  subject,  and  then  I  shall 
iQOf  9  to  poafoone  it  to  a  day  certain^  I  wish  to 
idl  tbvbonoraolc  Senator  that  there  is  one  point 
which  be  brought  up  to  illustrate  his  view,  which 
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I  think  he  might  as  well  have  left  out,  because  it 
will  come  up  again,  and  I  wish  to  discuss  it  inde*. 
pendent  of  all  other  considerations.  The  honor- 
able Senator  thought  that  if  he  could,  in  puqhing 
his  favorite  views,  make  at  the  same  time  an 
attack  on  t)ie  Abolitionists,  there  would  be  at  least 
that  point  gained.  Therefore  he  said,  by  way  of 
illustrating  his  position,  that  in  the  country  which 
he  represents,  they  look  upon  i/egro  stealing  as 
the  very  meanest  sort  of  crime  which  can  be  com- 
mitted. I  have  the  honor  to  tell  him  that  irf  the 
country  which  I  represent,  my  constituents  look 
upon  it  in  the  same  light.  So  far  as  that  went,  no 
censure  fell  where  he  intended  it  should.  I  agree 
with  him  fully  and  entirely  as  regards  that. 
Therefore  if  it  illustrates  his  side  of  the  argument, 
it  also  illustrates  mine,  for  we  both  look  upon  it 
in  the  same  light;  we  will  have  no  controversy 
about  that.  When  he  rose  in  his  'seat,  ami  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  his  position,  told  me 
that  his  people  look  upon  ne^ro  stealing  as  the 
meanest  kind  of  crime,  I  tell  him  that  i  entertain 
the  same  view,  and  that  that  has  been  the  con- 
viction of  the  people  whom  I  represent  ev^  singe 
they  have  read  that  co/nmand  of  Inspiration, 
which  says,  **  He  that  stealeih  a  man  and  sellelh 
him  shall  beput  to  death.  *'  I  believe  the  text  u»ed  to 
read,  "if  he  be  found  in  his  hands;'*  thoughj  do 
not  know  but  that  the  Bible  has  been  expurgated. 
But  I  leave  that  subject.  I  am  sorry  that  tbe 
honorable  "Senator  forced  me  thus  far. 

This  matter, is  one  that  commends  itself  to  the 
humanity  of  the  age.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Florida  [Mr.  Mallort]  thinks  that  the  Navy  is 
disorganized — that  it  is  approachine  a  state  of  to- 
tal disorganization  and  dis^ce,  and  that  the  hon- 
orable men  who  used  to  emistin  it  will  not  go  into 
it  now.  And  why  ?  Because,  owing  to  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  they  are  deprived  of  the  luxury 
of  having  their  backs  scourged  with  the  cat-o'-nine- 
tails! The  honorable  Senator  stands  up,  with  a 
serious  face,  and  tells  the  Senate  and  the  country 
that  the  Navy  is  g^etting  into  disrepute,  that  the 
recruiting  service  is  languishing,  and  we  cannot 
get  men  to  enlist,  because,  in  theispirit  of  a  **  false 
philanthropy,"  Congress,  led  away  by  some 
mistaken  notions  that  have  been  imposed  upon 
them  by  some  feeling  philanthropists,  who  do  noi 
understand  what  true  economy  is,  have  enacted, 
ii\, their  wisdom,  that  the  skins  of  their  own  sons 
shall  not  he  tortured,  and  mutilated,  and  cut  to 
pieces  by  a  cat-o'-ninetails.  And  then  an  eloquent 
appeal  is  made  to  the  pride,  the  patriotism,  and 
the  ambition  of  the  country,  to  come  up  to  rescue 
this  drowning  Navy,  which  is  at  its  last  gasp  for 
want  of  the  restoration  of  this  humane  institution. 
I  cannot  believe — yes,  1  can  believe — that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  in  earnest;  but  if  he  had  not  said 
a  good  many  other  things  which  astonished  me,  I 
could  hardly  believe  that  he  was  in  earnest  in  this. 
As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  believe  that  we  are  in 
any  danger  of  restoring  this  punishment.  Not  at 
all.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  the  least  danger  that 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  will  ever  be  recordeo — I  do 
not  think  there  is  the  least  danger  that  the  vote  of 
the  other  branch  of  Congress  could  ever  be  ob- 
tained for  restoring «t,  at  least  at  the  present  time, 
until  we  have  had  some  demonstration  that  it  is 
impossible  to  maintain  the  Navy  Mrithout  it.  I, 
for  one — and  I  speak  only  for  myself— am  frefe  to 
confess  that  if  the  issue  was  presented  to  me  of  a 
navy  with  a  cat-o'-ninetails,  or  nonuvy  without  it, 
I  would,  with  as  much  alacrity,  and  as  much  zeal 
and  earnestness  as  I  ever  expressed  a  conviction 
in  my  life,  say,  if  the  Navy  cannot  be  maintained 
without  the  cat-o'-ninetails,  let  them  both  go  down 
together,  and  let  no  resurrection-trump  ever  call 
up  the  Navy  if  it  has  to  bring  the  cat-o'-ninetails 
with  it.  These  are  ray  sentiments.  They  may 
be  esteemed  fanatical.  I  do  not  think  they  are. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  such  are  the  sentiment^  of  a 
majority  of^  the  Senate. 

I  think  the  honorable  Senator  is  exceedingly 
mistaken  when  he  says  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  ore  so  unanimous  in  favor  of 
the  restoration  of  tiiis  inhuman  practice.  I  think 
he  is  exceedingly  mistaken  in  it.  I  know  he  is 
mistaken  when  he  undertakes  to  tell  me  that  the 
sailors  themselves  want  it  restored.  I  know  better 
than  that.  If  I  did  not  know  it  in  any  other  way, 
I  know  that  the  sailor  is  a  man,  and  that  I  am  a 
man;  and  knowing  thesre  things,  it  would  be  enough 
to  demonstrate  to  me  that  the  sailors  do  not  want 
it.     But  I  have  better  proof  than  that:  When 


this  proviso  that  was  attached  to  the  appropriation 
.billpf  1850  became  a  law,  I  happened  to  have  had 
some  agency  in  bringing  it  about,  and  I  had  some 
reports  from  the  sea  as  to  how  it  was  received. 
One  of  the  first  things  that  one  of  the  finest  officers 
who  ever  trod  the  deck  of  an  American  vessel 
(who  was  then  in  command  of  a  vessel  in  the 
Mediterranean  squadron)  did,  was  to  go  down  to 
his  cabin,  while  in  abmmapd,  and  write  to  as 
humble  an  individual  a^  myself,  his  hearty  and 
earnest  thanks  for  tbe  agency  I  had  in  doing  away, 
with  this  infernal  custom.  That  was  not  ali: 
When  one  of  the  best  ships  of  your  Navy,  which 
was  on  her  way  to  this  country,  came  near  enough 
the  shore  to  get  the  news  of  what  Congress  had 
done  in  their  behalf,  the  men  belonging  to  her, 
with  the  consent  of  their  officers,  called  a  public 
meeting  on  board  the  ship,  and  passed  resolutions 
unanimously  thanking  the  humble  individual  who 
is  now  addressing  the  Senate  for  his  agency  in  the 
matter,  and  dispatched  a  man  of  their  crew  to 
Washington  as  soon  as  the  ship  came  to  shore  to 
deliver,  with  his  own  hand,  the  resolutions  tome. 
These  are  facts  which  I  would  not  have  mentioned 
had  not  tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Florida  under- 
taken to  say  'hat,  from  his  experience  and  knowl- 
edge of  the  Navy,  both  officers  and  men  were  in 
favor  of  the  restoration  of  this  punishment.  Sir, 
if  you  should  go  aboard  a  vessel  with  all  th^offi- 
cers  about  you,  and  call  up  the  men  and  take  a 
vote  upon  the  question  of  the  restoration  of  flog* 
ging,  I  suppose  that  nine  hundred  and  ninety  out 
of  a  thousand  would  be  "for  restoring  it.  *  Butserid 
the  oflicers  ashore — send  them  out  of  the  way — do 
not  let  them  be  there — introduce  among  the  sailors 
what  the  Democracy  of  Massachusetts  introduced 
into  their  Section,  the  first  result  of  which  was 
the  election  of  my  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Sumner,] — the  secret  ballot — and  the  ma- 
jority will  be  the  reverse.  There  will  be  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  against  restoring  it,  and  the 
thousandth  man  who  is  for  it  will  not  be  found. 
It  if  idle  to  tell  me  that  the  seamen  are  in  favor  of 
its  restoration.  Bu^i  find  that  I  am  trespassing 
upon  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  as  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say'at  this  time  what  I  propose  to  say, 
and  as  I  desire  to  present  to  the  Senate  some  facta, 
I  move  that  thigfurther  consideration  of  the  subject 
be  postponed  for  a  week. 
The  motion  was  agr^  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and  after  sometime  spent  therein,  the^oors. 
vrere  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

•         Thursday,  Jantuary  15,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  in. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  Chaplain 
of  the  Senate. 
The  Journal  pf  yesterday  was  readand  approved. 

ASSIGNABILITT  OP  BOUNTY  LAND  WAR-  .- 

RANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  a  motion  to  refer  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  bounty  land  bill,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and 
upon  that  motion,  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  Tuck]  was  entitled  to  the  fioor. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  previous 
notice  had  been  given,  with  a  view  to  reference. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  BILLS  SN  LEAVE. 

•  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  House,  that  by  unanimous  consent 
the  States  be  called,' so  as  to  enable  gentlemen  to 
introduce  bills  which  will  nc^  give  rise  to  discus- 
sion. There  are  a  great  many  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  introduce  bills,  and  I  dd  nqt  think  the  call 
of  the  States  would  occupy  half  an  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  that  the  States  be  called  for  the  in- 
troduction of  bills  of  which  previous  notice  has 
been  given,  and  upon  which  no  discussion  shall 
arise?  •  

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Will  that 
order  include  resolutions? 

TheSPElAKER.   The  proposition  as  submittsd 
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Moniaon,  Murphy.  Orr,  Samiiftl  W.  Parker,  Pbelptf  Por- 
ter, Price.  Rttntoul.  RoMnMo,  Sackett,  Savage,  School- 
osft,  Skeiton,  Smith,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Richar4U.  Stan- 
IM,  Abraham  P.  Stf^ven*,  Alexander  U.  Stephens,  Stone, 
St  Maitia,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Benjamin  TbompM>n, 
Gto€ge  W.  ThomMon,  T«ck,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watkins, 
Walch,  AddiBon  White,  Alexander  \Vhite,  Wilcox,  Wil- 
Itaaui,  Woodivani,  and  Yatea— 113. 

N  AYS— Me««r>.  Aiken,  Charles  Allen,  Alliaon,  Andrews, 
/ohn  Appleton,  William  Appletoa,  Averett,  Babcock, 
Banlctt.  Boeoek,  Brins,  BueH,  Borrows,  Joseph  Cable, 
Caldwell,  Cliapmati;  Obufchwell,  Chirk,  CUofroan,  Dean, 
Datj,  OttQcan,  Durkee,  Edmandsoo,  Fitch,  J^'lorence, 
ftowfer,  Thomas  J.  D.  Faller,  Oiddings,  Grow,  Hamilton, 
Ishani  G.  Harris,  Haws,  Haven,  Hebard,  HoUaday,  How- 
«d,  Tbomas  Y.  How,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Daniel  T. 
JWMra.  Preston  King,  Knrts,  Mann,  McMuUin,  McNair, 
Hwvay,  Nabers,  Newton,  Outlaw.  Andrew  Parker,  Peas- 
ttey  Penaiman,  Perkins,  Powell,  Bobbins,  Robie,  Russell, 
fciiwiutihora,  Scudder,  Scarry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen 
'g.  S^oionr,  Stanly,  Sweetser,  Thurston,  Townshend, 
WaUvidfe,  Wah^h,  and  Wells— 70.  *  ' 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  CominUteedo 
Boads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  8TU A  RT.  I  moTe  to  reconsider  that  vote; 
md  iaasmuch  as  1  propose  to  debate  it,  I  suppose 
jtmoeM  oyer. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  moTe  to  lay  that  moUon 
mpon  the  table. 

Mr.  STUART.  You  cannot  do  it.  I  propose 
todebateit.  ^       •       "^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  gives  rise  to 
dabatc,  and  conseqaently  the  bill  goes  over. 

Mr.  PORTER  introd|^ced  the  following  bills,  of 
vfcieii  previous  notice  had  been  given;  which  were 
md  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  title,  and 
rafinrred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  viz: 

A  fasD  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the 
nglM  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  ]and  for 
His  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
Mao  from  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to 
^  northern  limiu  of  said  State. 

Also,  a  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
•Miri,  oo  certain  conditions,  the  two  per  centiuu 
elthe  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  m 
said  Stat«  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1821, 
sod  icaerved  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  sixth 
<ky  of  March,  1820. 

pn  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  it  was 


OHmni,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdawfrom  the  files 

•f  %•  Boose  the  discharge  and  note,  together  with  the 

of  Stephen  -Spalding,  heretofbre  referred  to  the 

» m  Penaions,  for  the  purpose  of  being  returned  to 


Oa  mtftion  by  Mr.  CONGER,  it  was 
flMnrsd,  That  the  petition  of  C.  A.  Trowbridge  and 
tn^fn  the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the  Falls 
tfSl.  iM  Mary's,  and  for  improvement  at  Ontonagon  river 
■tCMie  Harbor,  be  withdrawn  tmm  the  files  of  the  House, 
laA  raferred  id  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CONGER  introduced  a  joint  resolution  de- 
\  Affatnry  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  reference  to  the 
dMtnne  of  Don*intervention ,  and  the  right  of  every 
Mion  to  establish  for  itself  such  form  of  govem- 
Wnt  as  the  people  thereof  may  think  most  suit- 
lUe  to  their  own  condition,  and  best  adapted  to 
pcMBote  and  secure  their  own  prosperity  and  hap- 
Hhns;  also  declaratory  of  the  view  entertained 
W  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
CI  the  conduct  of  Russia,  by  the  armed  interven- 
te  of  that  Power  in  the  late  contest  between 
Antriaand  Hungary;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
Mood  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    I  move  that  it  be 
Mined  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs. 

Ur.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    1  ask  if  there  has 
baea  aiiy  notice  given  of  its  introduction  ? 

The  SPEAKS.    Notice  has  not  been  given. 
,  Mr.  JONES.    Then  I  object  to  its  introduc- 


The  SPEAKER.  It  is  objected  to,  and  must 
fo  over.     - 

Mr.  CONGER.  .Then  I  propose  to  five  notice 
of  n^  intention  hereafter  to  introduce  ue  resohi- 
iHMiiQst  read. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  notice  will  be  entered. 

Mr.  T^ABELL,  of  Florida,  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to  fevive 
aad  ooDtimie  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
iwimm  of  the  act  relative  to  suspended  entries  of 
pvMielmds;  which  was  read  afirst  and  second  time 
Vf  itm  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 

BCr.  HENN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
ihm  JSonse  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry  of 
tJ^fciiHaiy  of  War;  and  as  a  lady  is  interested 
n  Ite  «attcr»  I  hdpe  the  eiallantry  of  this  House 
ili^vvit  to  Gomein.  It  is  as  follows: 
MmUm^  Tbal  lbs  Secrelaiy  of  War  be  requested  to 


ftirnish  this  House  information  as  to  what,  if  any,  depreda- 
tions have  been  comifaitted  by  the  Indians  on  the  property 
of  white  settlers  in  the  western  portions  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  during  the  last  two  years,  and  particularly  the  facts 
connected  with  the  re^nt  cajmire,  by  the  Omabaw  or 
Fawnee  Indians,  of  Mr.  Carpenter  and-his  Wife,  on  Boyer 
river,  in  said  State. 

Mir.  STEPHENS,  of  G^eorgiar    I  object. 
The  SPEAKER.    Objection  is  ma4e,and  the 
resolution  cannot  be  introduced. 

Mr.  CLARK  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  pre- 
vious notice  had  been  given,  fon  the  survey  and 
construction  of  a  militaiy  road  in  the* State  of 
Iowa;  which  was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  C.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  ask  that  a  bill 
and  memorial,  introduced  by  ma  yesterday,  be 
printed? 

The  SPEAKER,  ^ot  without  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  move,  then,  that  the  bill  and 
memorial  which  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  yes- 
terday, for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory  of  Minne- 
sota and  State  of  Iowa,  and  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land? ,  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  object: 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  believe  joint  resolutions  are 
in.order.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  but  only  those  of  wjiich 
previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  introduced  the  following  bills, 
of  which  jjrevious  notice  had  been  given,  which 
were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  viz:* 

A  bill  granting  the  rieht  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  northern 
line  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  Lake  Superior; 

A  bill  granting  certain  lands  in  tne  State  of 
Wisconsin  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  pjank 
road  from  the  Wisconsin  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Willow  river,  on  Lake  St.  Croix;  and 
/  A  bill  to  grant  a  c|uaDtity  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  to  aid  m  the  improvement  of  Black 
river. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EASTMAN,  it  was 

Ordsred,  That  leave  be  graiited  to  withdraw  the  papers 
aocompanying  the  petition  of  William  Butler  from  the  flies 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  referred  in  the 
Senate  to  t^e  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  DOTY  intr(>duced  the  following  bills,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given;  wbich  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below,  viz: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to 
locate  certain  lands  panted  for  the  improvement 
oftheNeenah  and  Wisconsin  rivers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  commerce 
on  Lftke  Michigan;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

A  bill  to  grant  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Manitowac 
to  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AtBURT  DiCKiNs,  Esq.,  their  Secretary,  re- 
turning a  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  admit  a  certain 
vessel  to  registry,"  with  an  amendment,  and  ask- 
ing the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein.] 

Mr.  PRICE  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  pre- 
vious notice  had  been  given,  giving  Airther  reme- 
dies to  patentees;  which  he  movea  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  onthe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  it 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  ask  leav«  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution. 

The  SPEIAKER.  The  Chair  will  be  compelled 
to  rule  it  out  of  order,  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
press order  of  the  House.  - 

Mr.  SIBLEY  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  pre- 
vious notice  had  been  given,  to  grant  to  the  several 
States  of  this  Union  3ie  proceeds  of  certain  pub- 
lic lands,  for  the  relief  ana  support  of  the  indigent 
insane  therein;  which  was  read  a  first  and  seoAid 


time  by  its  title,  and  inferred  to  the  Committee  <m 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LANE  introduced  a  joint  resolution,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  for<he  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  F.  Thurston,  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  authorizing 
the  Grovemor  of  New  Mexico  to  call  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, should  the  same  be  deem^  necessary  and 
expedient;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
hy  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Oonunittee  on  Ter- 
ritories. 

RIGHT  TO  THE  FLOOR.    • 

MrT  HOUSTON.  The  call  of  the  Statei  is 
now  completed,  and  I  move  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  upon  the  proposition  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  Uie  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  joint  resolution  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  granting  bounty  lands  to 
certain  officers  and  sol£ers,  d&c.,  and  upon  which 
question  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Tuck]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     That  is  very  true,  butM 
am  entitled  to  the  ^oor  now,  as  the  business  of 
the  morning  hour  has  not  beenjtaken  up,  and  the 
hour  has  expired. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  apprehends  that 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston] 
cannot  take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  that  be  true,  it  sets  aside 
the  rule  which  says  that  it  is  always  in  order  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  statejof  the  Union.  I  am  entitled 
to  the  floor  now  because 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  HoutTOM]  rose  before,  to  submit  a 
'  privileged  motion.    The  Chair  thinks,  under  the 
circumstances^  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TUCK.*  I  submit  that  he  cannot  have  the 
floor  for  that  purpose.  I  sefer  not  only  the£peak- 
er,  but  the  gentleman  himself,  to  the  circuniisytiices 
under  w^icn  this  matter  has  intervened,  and  under 
these  circumstances  he  has  not,  and  ought  not  to 
have  the  floojr.  I  obtained  the  floor  as  soon  as 
we  had  got  through  the  call  for  bills,  and  he  has 
no  right  to  take  it  from  me. 

Mr..HOUSTON.  More  than  the  morning  hour 
has  now  expired. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
morning  hour  has  just  commenced. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  But  I  stated  to  the  House, 
when  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  [Mr.  Stkphens] 
made  the  proposition  to  the  House  to  oJl  the 
States  for  bills,  that  I  desired,  as  sodn  as  the 
morning  hour  should  elapsed,  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  That 
is  my  object.  The  moping  hour  has  been  occupied 
with  other  business,  and  that  is  the  reason 'why  I 
make  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Gfeorgia.  These  subjects, 
in  my  opinion,  stand  exactly  as  they  stood  this 
morning  aAer  the  Journal  was  read ;  for  every- 
thing done  since  has  been  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER.    Precisely  the  same. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  controvert  that  at 
all.    I  have  no  doubt  about  that,  but 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  can  de- 
prive the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.v 
Tuck]— who  is  certainly  in  order,  and  entitled  to 
the  floor— of  the  floor.  The  Chair  decides  that  he 
cannot. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  shall  not  appeal  fVom  the 
decision  of  the  chair;  but  thai  ^decision  unques- 
tionably prevents  the  chairman 'of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  availing  himself  of  that 
rule. 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  at  all. 

Several  Voicea.    "Not  at  aU !"  "Not  at  all !*' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  ^s  motion  will 
be  in  order,  when  he  shall  have  obtained  the  floor 
to  make  it,  but^he  cannot  deprive  another  gentle- 
man of  the  floor  when  he  is  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    Unless  the  gMtle- 
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F  find  in  tHiA  list  of  yeas  and  nays,  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Linn  Boyd,  Armis- 
tead  Burt,  Orlando  B.  Ficklin,  Meredith  P.  Gen- 
try, George  S.  Houston,  Andrew  Johnson, George 
W.  Jones,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  who 
all  TOted  for  this  sequestration. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  1  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question,  and  that  is,  whether  he  has 
not  upon  this  floor  taken  ground  in  favor  of  do- 
nating^ land  t^  actual  settlers,  and  whether  he  is 
not  now  in  favor  of  it  ?        -  *       * 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  will  answer  these  questions 
when  they  come  up.  1  defy  the  eentfeman  to 
show  any  act  of  mine  id  violation  of  this  pledge. 
I  recorded  my  vote  in  18^,  against  the  bill  of  me 
2Bth  of  September  of  that  year.  » 

1  have  reason  to  believe  that  my  neighbor  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  who  was  on  the  sele<A 
committee  that  reported  tnis  bill,  will  support  it, 
and  vet  I  have  read  his  name  in  favor  of  Diedfins 
the  faith  of  this  Government  to  preserve  this  fund 
sacred.  If  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee could  detect  me  in  any  inconsistency,  or 
wflTingness  to  violate  this  pledge,  which  hecann^ 
do,  I  ask  him,  if  it  would  be  a  good  excuse  for 
vioIatinF  it  on  his  pun. ^ 

Bir.  DUNHAM.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  he  is  not  now  in  favor  of  granting 
land  to  actual  settlers.^  Did  he  say  no  to  that 
qMstion? 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  am^urprised  that  the  i^ble  chair- 
BMB  of  this  select  committee  should  expect  me, 
or  any  man,  to  give  an  answer  to  a  proposition — 
a  most  important  proposition — ^imbodiea  in  the  m- 
deinite  language  which  he  has  used.  He  knows 
that  I  am  wilhng  to  record  my  vote  and  express 
my  opinions  upon  any  proposition  that  may  come 

2,  which  I  will  do  at  the  proper  time.  But  1 
lO  desire  to  express  my  propositions  for  new 
Ikwa,  in  more  guarded  language,  and  in  less  sweep- 
ing terms  than  those  presented  to  me  in  the  gen- 
deman's  question. 

In  considering  this  pft)position  to  dispose  of 

another  portion  of  the  public  lands,  so  soon  aAer 

tJit  act  of  1850,  we  shall  do  well  to  remember  the 

tut  extent  of  that  law.    We  are  informed  by  the 

BcetfUry  of  the  Interior,  that  by  the  law  of  the 

SBdi  of  September,  1850,  there  will  be  about  two 

hondrelsBd  fifty  thousand  land  warrants  issued, 

and  tiiat  tw&nij  miUions  of  acres  of  land  will  be 

oppropnated.    This  land  is  worth  j||25,000,000,  a 

SUB  large  enough  for  bounty  to  soldiers  at  present. 

Confident  as  we  may  be  of  the  ability  of  this  coun- 

try^  to  meet  all  its  engagements,  we  ought  to  leave 

xktmt  lands  sacred  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 

w^re  intended.    This  bounty  land  bill  of  1850,1 

opposed;  and  state  this  fact  in  order  to  assure  gen- 

umen  that  when  1  come  to  speak  of  the  sectional 

€kmtmiiter  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  they 

viftnotsupposemetobeactqated  by  any  sectional 

Miter«st  in  opposing  it.     1  opposed  the  bounty  law 

wImA  it  was  general,  as  in  the  act  of  1650,  and  I 

fMcmt  it  now,  when  it  becomes  sectional  and  spe- 

ohL     Although  on  many  points  I  have  the»mis- 

fortnne  to  diner  with  my  neighbor  from  Georgia 

brfbre  me,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  yet  in  reference  to  this 

Un  of  1850, 1  am  happy  to  find,  by  examining  the 

Xonmal,  that  gentleman,  and  also  his  colleague, 

[Mr.  Toombs,]  on  the  sagie  side  ii^ith  myself,  op- 

ramg  it.     I  assume  that  the  gentleman  from 

^tor^a  [Mr.  Stephens]  could  not  find  it  in  his 

eoiMaence  to  vote  for  the  bill  of  1850.    He  was 

aware  (hat  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged , 

and  it  was  not  in  him  to  violate  that  pledge.    I  do 

not  see  how  he  can  now  support  this  bSl,  and  I* 

tvB  his  attention  to  his  vote  m  1850,  against  the 

•haimty  land  bill,  because  if  he  supports  this  bill, 

as  I  mfer  from  his  action  on  the  committee  with 

Me»he  will  do,  I  wish  the  matter  to  be  explained. 

If  the  friends  of  this  bill  ask  us  to  create  a  new 

dhsi  of  bounty  land  warrants,  I  wish  them  to  ex- 

pUn  their  past  opposition,  and  clear  away  all  the 

dbfltaeles  that  they  possibly  can,  in  order  to  enable 

W'to  go  with  them,  if  we  can,  and  save  all  the 

Mlf'fcspect  possible  in  such  a  course. 

The-Sd  and  4th  sections  of  the  present  act  read 
M  follows: 

*8ic.3.  Jind  he  U  Jnrtker  enacted,  That  the  act  of 
i>tfcli  itHtt  it  exfrtapsioiy ,  shall  be  aoconatraed  an  to  include 
ittWilwirioafd  and  noo-commlssioned  officers,mu8icianfl, 
aal  prtvalei  af  nUitia,  volanteeni  and  rangera,  who  were 
~         '  iaio  the  tervice  of  the  United  States  for  the  sup- 


fmdoaot  prevention  of  Indian  hoatUiti^,  or  whose  ser- 
iii»sf  list  "Cliafagter  were  recognised  and  paid  by  the 
lor  to  the  pawace  of  »aid  act,  and  who 
of  thne  required  by  said  act. 


"  Sec.  4.  Jind  be  U  further  enacted,  7*hat  in  computlDg 
the  term  of  eerrice  of  the  officers  and  toldiere  of  militia, 
volunteers,  and  rangers,  for  the  purposes  of  tlifs  act,  or  of 
the  act  of  which  ttUs  act  is  expianatoiy,  such  U^rui  Bball  be 
computed  from  the  time  they  were  mustered  into  the  ser- 
Tice  of  and  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  time  they  were 
dischaiged  tlierefrom." 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact : 
The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  his  annual  re- 
port to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  states  that  in 
administering  the  law  of  the  28th  of  September, 
1850,  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
are  soine  meritorious  claims  which  ought  to  be 
further  provided  for  by  this  ^  Government.  He 
has  specified  those  claims  in*  his  report;  but  the 

Srovisions  in  this  biH  for  a  new  class  of  warrants 
oes  not  touch  any  of  the  meritorious  cases  which 
the  Commissioner  has  thought  alone  deserved  his 
recommendation.       * 

I  would  also  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  another  fact,  and#^t  is,  that  the  propositions 
contained  in  the  third  and  fourth  sections  are 
brought  up  as  a  spontaneous  act  of  giving  away 
tlie  public  domain.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  pe- 
titions or  memorials  addressed  to  Congress  asking 
us  to  do  any  such  thing  as  this.  It  is  a  magnifi- 
cent work  for  gentlemen  to  bring  forward,  upon 
their  own  motion,  such  a  proposition  as  this,  un- 
asked for  and  onrecommended.  It  will  be  quite 
another  thing  to  pass  it,  I  truet.  What  is  the 
amount  of  land  to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill? 
Nobody  can  tell,  and  nobody  knows.  I  have 
asked  tne  Commissioner  of  Pensions  if  he  would 
comfhunicate  to  me  home  information  in  regard 
to  the  extent  of  hind  to  be  taken iiy  this  bill,  to  be 
laid  beforfe  the  House,  in  order  that  we  might  all 
know  what  we  were  about  when  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  the  bill.  Hesaid:  '*Icannot,tell,norcan 
anybody  tell."  The  bill  is  very  comprehensive, 
and  will  embrace  a  vast  number  of  claims.  It  is 
requisite  that  gentlemen  should  read  over  with  care 
the  third  section,  in  order  that  they  should  under- 
stand what  may  be  the  effect  of  tliat  proposition. 
It  provides  that  all  are  to  be  allowed  land  who 
have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  since  1790,  or  whose  services  in  suppressing 
or  preventing  Indian  hostiUties  have  been  recog- 
nized and  paid  for  by  the  United  States.  There 
have  been  a  vast  number  of  persons  paid  for  ser- 
vices in  respect  to  the  Indians  since  1790,  and  not 
one  of  Uiem  will  fail,  if  this  bill  passes,  to  be 
claimed  as  serving  to  suppress,  or  prevent,  Indian 
hostithieq. 

The  law  of  1850  gave  bounty  land  to  those  en- 
caged in  time  of  war  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States.  This  bill  gives  land  to- those  who 
have  performed  militar)^  service  in  time  of  peace. 
The  oeneficiaries  of  this  act,  from  1790  to  the 
present  time,  may  not  have  seen  danger,  or  the 
enemy.  If  only  they  have  had  the  art  to  make 
the  Government  pay  for  services,  supposed  to  be 
rendered  to  suppress  or  prevent  Indian  hostilities, 
they  are  to  be  put  upon  the  list  of  patriotic  he- 
roes, and  be  presented  with  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic land,  in  token  of  a  nation's  gratitude.  Those 
who  have  seen  other  enemies  than  Indians  are  of 
no  sort  of  account;  it  is  no  merit  to  have  served 
to  suppress  or  prevent  other  hostilities.  Those 
who  have  harassed  the  Indians  are  only  remem- 
bered in  this  bill. 

The  claimants  under  this  act  will  be  those 
who  have  lired  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Senitnoles, 
Creeks,  and  Cherokees,  and  a  few  eti^aged  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  and  Winnebago  disturbances. 
Those  who  served  in  any  war  with  these  tribes  have 
fdiready  been  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1850;  and 
the  present  bill  is  to  give  bounty  to  those  who 
hung  upon  the  skirts  of  these  tribes  in  tinu  cfpeaett 
and  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the 
Government  pay  them  well  for  so  doing.  There 
is  not  a  sixth  part  of  the  country  that  6an  have  any 
interest  in  this  bill  if  it  passes;  while  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  what  belongs  to  the  whole  country 
to  bestow  uponrfi  few  who  have  already  been  paid 
all  or  more  them  they  ever  earned  or  deserved.  1 
have  never  seen  so  sectional  a  proposition  brought 
before  Coligress.  If  we  must  squander  the  pub- 
lic lands,  we  shall  find  more  meritorious  persons 
in^ihe  offices  in  Washington,  where  men  have  be- 
come incapacitated  for  other  business  by  serving 
the  public  for  good  pay  in  clerks'  offices. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  has  recommended 
the  fio^l&  men  in  the  war  of  1812,  under  Commo- 
dore Barney,  the  marines  who  did  duty  on  shore, 
and  the  men  who  wer«  in  battle,  but  not  out  long 
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enough  to  receive  land  by  the  law*of  1850.  Why 
has  the  majority  of  tliis  committee  passed  over  all 
that  the  impartial  Commissioner  recommended) 
and  includeu  such  a  multitude  whom  he  did  not 
and  could  not  in  conscience  recommend?  I  invito 
the  attention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
around  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays,  whose 
citizens  have  been  overlooked  in  this  law,  to  ex- 
amine the  subject  and  look  after  their  rights.  I 
invite  the  Representatives  of  the  old  'States,  gen- 
erally, to  determine  whether  it  becomes  them  to 
tolerate  an  enactment  of  this  sort,  when  their  own 
citizens  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain  are  denied 

,  bounties  for  services  much  more  important  and 
hazardous  than  the  services  of  those  whcP  helped 

I  remove  the  C heroic ees,  or  watched  the  Seminoles 
and  Winnebaeoes.    The  men  of  the  whole  north- 

I  em  border  of  tne  country  are  foi^otten  or  despised 
in  the  proposed  enactment  of  this  bill.  Why 
are  they  left  out  of  this  bill,  and  no  merit  recog- 
nized except  in  those  who  have  seen  Indians? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  whether,  if  they  are  lefl 
out,  all  that  class  of  men  who  were  called  out  in 
e  last  war,  do  not  receive  their  bounty  land  under 
e  law  passed  last  year  ?  In  every  case  where 
the  Government  has  recognized  services  upon  the 
Northern  frontier,  it  has  paid  for  them. 

Mr.  TUCK.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken;  and 
in  order  Co  correct  his  error,  as  well  as  to  present 
the  views  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  upon 
other  parts  of  the  gentleman's  bill,  I  will -present 
the  following  letter  which  I  have  received,  and 
send  it  to  the  Clerk's ^ei/k  to  he  read: 

Pbmsion  Orntm,  January  1(MA,«]859. 

6iK :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  the  following  vieww  in  relation  to  the  bill  eiiiitltid 
"  An  act  explanatory  of  an  'Act  approved  September  SSiti, 
1850,» »»  &c. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  make  land  warrants  assign- 
able, and  to  require  that  those  assignment)*  shall  be  executed 
and  .ackiiQwledgcd,  or  proved  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  Minie  formalities  that  deeds  fbr  ttie  conveyance  of 
land  are  executed  and  acknowledgeif,  or  proved,  in  the 
State  or  Territory  where  such  assignment  shall  be  made. 

It  is  suggested  that  it  would  prolMibly  (hciiitate  business 
to  have  uniformity  in  these  assignments,  and  that  the  object 
of  the  byi  could  beobtiHned  by  requiring  that  the  ju»tice  of 
the  peaoe  or  notary  shall  certiiy  tnat  the  party  assigning  Is  * 
well  known  to  him,  or  that  his  identity  has  been  proved  by 
the  affidavits  of  A  B  and  C  D,  known  to  biui  as  respect- 
able persons  and  credible  witnesses.  , 

Most  of  the  persons  now  claiming  are  hving  among  thdr 
friends  or  acau;dntanees,  and  hence  their  tdentity  can 
be  readily  established,  and  thus  many  of  the  firauds  prac- 
ticed under  the  act  of  1847  can  be  prevented. 

The  second  section  provides  for  compensating  the  land 
offlcerM  for  their  services  in  locating' these  lots. 

The  third  section  is  somewhat  ambiguous  in  its  provis- 
ions. It  Would  seem  to  embrace  all  the  militia,  volunteecs, 
or  rangers,  whose  services  in  suppressing  or  Drer«n/<ng  In- 
dian hostilities,  had  been  recognized  and  paid  by  the  United 
States,  and  who  had  served  tlie  length  or  time  required  by 
the  act  of  1850.  The  doubt  is  in  relation  to  the  scope  aod 
extent  that  should  be  given  to  the  term  "  prevention y^*  in 
the  bill,  unless  indeed  it  be  the  intention  of  Congress  to 
grant  bounty  land  to  all  the  militia,  volantears,  and  rangers 
whose  services  had  been  recognised  and  paid  since  1790, 
and  who  had  served  the  length  of  time  required  by  the  act  of 
1850.  If  such  be  the  fhct,  it  would  be  well  so  to.express  it ; 
and  such  exnression  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  enact- 
ing the  fourth  section. 

The  rule  now  is  to  allow  all  diUroants  for  tlie  time  tliey 
served  in  any  war  since  1790,  except  of  course  those  in  the 
Mexican  war,  for  whom  provision  was  made  by  the  act  of 
1847.  If,  howeVer,  the  duration  of  service  in  war  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  1850,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  rocMi. 
ura  by  which  these  claiots  are  to  be  decided,  but  the  length 
of  Jime  for  wkick  their  terticet  have  been  recognized  a^xd 
paid  by  the  United  States,  of  course  the  fourth  section  is 
unnecessary,  «s  its  provisioos  are  involved  in  those  of  the 
third  section. 

The  provisions  of  the  5th  section  of  the  bill  are  identical 
with  the  constructfon  given  to  the  first  section  ond  last 
clause  of  thatliird  section  of  the  art  of  98th  September,  1850, 
and  henee  tliere  is  no  necessity  for  enacting  it. 

The  sixth  section  of  this  bill,  alter  authorizing  the  loca- 
tion of  warrants  or  lands  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  time 
of  such  location,  directs  tliat  warrants  issued  vrior  to  the 
death  of  the  soldier,  and  which  were  not  located  or  assigned 
by  the  warrantee,  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  his  widow, 
if  he  left  one ;  and  if  not,  to  his  minor  heirs. 

This  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  construction  given  by  this 
office io  tlie  act  of  36th  September.  1850.  The  first  clause 
of  the  3d  section  of  that  act  provides  that  those  warrants 
**  shall  be  located  by  ttie  warrante<^  hie  heire at  law.**  Un- 
der this  it  has  been  held  that  wherever  a  warrant  issued 
before  the  death  of  the  warrantee,  it  was  his  property  nnd 
Inured  to  his  heirs  at  law  or  devisees,  who  could  locate  the 
same  as  tiius  provided  by  lawr 

In  the  7th  section  there  is  an  error,  as  there  is  no  pcoviao 
to  the  aa  section  of  the  act  ol  1850. 

I  have  thus  given  you  my  views  frankly  on  ttie  provisions 
otthis  bill,  at  requested  by  you.  The  3d  section  ofit,  as 
taus  construed,  would  materially  extend  the  provisions  of 
tlie  act  of  1850,  and  require  the  review  of  many  ca«es,  es- 
pecially in  the  Black  Hawk,  Seminole,  and  ureek  wars, 
where  warrants  have  already  Ifcen  issued,  and  require  tlie 
rttura  aod  cancallation  of  those  warrants,  and  the  ismie  of 
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di«coTered,  so  to  altar  the  rules  and  reguiationa  as 
IB  aToid  a  repetition  of  those  frauds. 

With  reference  to  the  back  pay  of  the  registers 
and  receiTers,  I  will  not  travel  out  of  tlie  scope  of 
the  amendment  I  have  oifered,  to  say  anything 
npon  that  subject  now,  but  I  do  hope  that  before 
this  mauer  is  definitely  settled,  1  snail  be  heard, 
and  I  will  then  exhibit  to  the  House,  in  the  fullest 
manner,  and  from  statistics,  how  much  merit 
4here  is  in  this  proposition  to  pay  the  registers  and 
recetrers. 

I  want  now  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gentle- 
naii  from  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  ^enUeman 
from  Illinois.  They  nave  made  inquiries  of  me 
with  reference  to  the  probable  extent  of  the  oper- 
ation of  that  section  of  the  bill  which  provides  for 
tlw  granting  of  land  to  certain  soldiers  who 
were  called  out  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities. I  am  not  able  to  answer  that  question 
exactly,  but  I  would  ask  if  any  gentleman  upon 
this  floor,  who  voted  for  the  original  bounty  land 
bill,  knew  or  could  have  found  out  by  the  utmost 
tsdustry,  what  would  be  the  precise  extent  of  the 
operation  of  that  bill  ?  Now,  I  am  not  exactly  a 
Yankee,  bilt  I  am  a  sort  of  a  first  cousin  to  it, 
and  I  will  answer  the  gentlemen's  question  by 
askinr  them  another,  and  that  is,  whether  they 
can  t^l  this  House  how  much  money  will  have  to 
be  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury  to  give  back 
pay  to  these  registers  and  receivers  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Yes,  I  will  answer  it  in  three 
minutes,  if  the  gentleman  will  engage  then  to  sup- 
port the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  hope  my  colleague  |^Mr. 
Fitch]  will  permit  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to 
answer  the  question. 

Bdr.  KING,  of  New  York.    I  desire  to  inquire 

of  tltt  Chair  whether,  under  a  motion  to  refer,  it 

is  IB  order  to  discuss  the  general  merits  of  the 

biU? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  may  be  examined  in 

OT^  to  ascertain  the  propriety  of  the  reference 

of  die  bin 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  One  interrogatory  which  I 
desffe  the  gentleman  to  answer  is  with  reference  to 
the  amount  of  this  back  pay;  and  the  other  is 
whether  he  can  give  any  information  as  to  how 
mock  has  been  received  by  these  registers  and  Te- 
cdvers  under  the  law,  of  which  there  has  been  no 
report?  That  question  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
now;  but  if  I  nave  an  opportunity  oefore  the  sub- 
ject is  disposed  of,  it  is  my  intention  to  give  the 
&cts  of  the  case  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  As  I  have  been  appealed  to  so 
directly  by  the  gentleman  from  Inoiana,  [Mr. 
DvvBAM,]  I  trust  JUS  colleague  [Mr.  ]^itcb]  will 
now  allowme  to  reply. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  must  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of 
diecuanon. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will,  at 
least,  give  me  an  opportunity  to  answer  the  last 
qoestion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. As  the  morning  hour  has  expired,  I  sup- 
pose I  have  the  ri^ht  to  move  that  we  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  dispose  of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.  • 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  are  many  bills  upon 
the  Speaker's  table 

Mr.  FITCH.  This,  I  suppose,  is  the  effect  of 
coortesj.  I  wiU  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  HoutTOK ;]  but  it  is  the  last  time  I 
will  jiiid  for  the  purpose  of  explanation.  I  had 
no  sooner  jrielded  te  my  colleague  [Mr.  Dunham] 
thin  he  commenced  a  warfare  upon  the  other 
members  of  the  same  committee 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  discussion  is  out  of  or- 
der. The  gentleman  from  Alabama  has  moved  to 
proceed  to  the  comideration  of  the  business  upon 
the  Speaker's  table;  which  motion  is  in  order. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  carried  in  the 
•Srmatfve. 

So  the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  hmiasBS  oa  tne  Spsakar's  table* 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  TREASURY. 

The  SPEAKER  hiid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Department,  ftans- 
mitting  copies  of  additional  estimates,  and  accom- 
panying papers,  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  wl^ich  that  officer  requests  may  be  con- 
sidered as  supplementary  to  the  estimates  trans- 
mitted under  date^f  the  I2th  instant;  which  com- 
munication was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  accompanied  by  a 
statement  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed 
in  his  office  during  the  year  ending  December  31. 
1851,  and  showing  the  amount  of  their  pay  and 
the  time  employed;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

BILLS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  House 
bill  No.  47,  being  **An  act  to  admit  a  certain  ves- 
sel [bri£^  Etta  wan]  to  registry,'*  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  move  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate.  I  will  state  to  the  House  the 
substance  of  the  amendment.  When  this  subject 
weui  first  before  the  House,  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  referred  thought  the  evidence  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  it  was  an  American  vessel, 
having  been  substantially  rebuilt  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  the  House  at  once  directed 
the  collector  to  admit  her  to  registry.  The  Senate 
thought  proper,  however,  to  refer  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  the  Treasury  Department,  which  I  think  is 
a  more  proper  direction.  I  hope  the  House  will 
concur  in  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED^ 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
Senate  bill,  to  provide  compensation  to  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treasury  to  receive  and  keep  the  public  money 
under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  sixth 
of  August,  1846,  for  additional  servic«fe  required 
under  that  act;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary*  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  a  register  to  the  brig  Ada; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  PENN.  It  will  take  but  a  moment  to  dis- 
pose of  this  bill,  and  I  move  that  it  be  put  on  ^ts 
passage. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading.  It  was  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Senate  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mississippi 
the  right  of  way  and  donation  of  public  lands  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Brandon,  on  the  eastern  border  of  said 
State,  in  the  direction  of  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
was  read  a  first  an^  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Dade, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Major  T.  L.  Dade,  Major  in 
the  United  States  Army,  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  In^id  Pensions. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ricliard  Chaney 
and  others,  having  been  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  uUe. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  as  he  believed  it  was  a  private 
claim. 

Mr.  HENN  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  undersUnd  that  it  origin- 
ated with  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I  now 
move  to  refer  it  back  to  that  Committee.  My  only 
object  is  to  dispose  of  the  bill.  , 

Mr.  HENN.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  same  bill  has  been  up  once  before  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Public  Lands.  The  committee  have  acted 
upon  it.  I  can  therefore  see  no  advantage  in  re- 
ferring it  back  to  that  committee.  I  move  that  it  he 
referred  to  the  CommiKtee  of  the  Whole,  and  tliat 
it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  then  taken^and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

T|ie  following  Senate  bills  were  severally  read  a 
first  «ud  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
as  indicated  below,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Melr<»e,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sidney  S.  Alcott,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Judith 
Worthen;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
•  A  bill  to  authorize  Victor  Morass  to  relinquish 
certain  lands,  and  to  enter  the  same  quantity  else- 
where, referred  to  the  Cotnniittee  on  Public 
Lands ;  • 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Darby,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wilfiam  B.  Greene,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 

The  bill  granting  relief  to  John  A.  McGaw,  of 
New  York,  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  William  A.  Slacum,  deceased,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Hetzel, 
the  widow  and  administratrix  of  A.  R.  Hetzel,  late 
an  assistant  quartermaster  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Miii- 
taijy  Affaips. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  A^u- 
tant  General  Roger  Jones,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lime  by  its  title. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  1  ask  the  eentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Bocock,]  who  made  the  motion  to 
refer  that  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs, 
to  withdraw  it.  1  apprehend  that  this  bi|l  need 
not  be  referred  to  any  committee.  It  has  passed 
the  Senate  three  several  times  unanimously,  and 
has  met  with  favorable  reports  three  several  times 
from  committees  of  this  House;  and  it  passed  the 
Senate  a  few  days  ago  with  one  single  dissenting 
voice,  after  having  had  its  whole  merits  spoken  of 
and  reported  upon  by  a  committee.  1  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virffinia,  therefore,  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  let  u\e  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

A  VoicB.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Roger  Jones 

Mr.  CARTTER.  To  pay  him  for  an  office 
he  did  not  hold. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  bill 
being  put  upon  its  passage  if  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Gorman]  desires  it.  I  have  exam- 
ined into  its  merits  and  am  satisfied  that  it  ought 
to  pass.  If,  in  the  gentleman's  opinion,  there  is 
any  chance  of  its  being  passed  if  now  put  upon 
its  passage,  I  will  with  great  pleasure  withdraw 
the  motion  to  refer.  But  1  did  not  suppose  at  the 
time  I  made  the  motion  that  the  House  would  be 
willing,  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  passage  without 
examining  it.  I  will,  however,  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion at'  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CARTTER.     I  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttbr]  makes  the 
motion  to  refer  it  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    He  does. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Very  well,  I  will  upon  this 
occasion  ask  the  House  to  refuse  to  refer  it,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  Two  min- 
utes will  satisfy  the  House,  I  apprehend,  of  that 
fact. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Is  the  question  debatable? 

Mr.  GORMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Very  well,  and  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  to  reply. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  would  suggest  to  my  friend 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Gorman,]  that  the  bill  will 
pass  quite  as  speedily  by  referring  it.    It  is  a  bill 
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of  manifeflt  merits,  and  that  a  committee  cannct 
Vmt  report  favorably  upon  it. 

Mr.  GORMAN,    1  wUl  withdraw. 

Mr.  C ARTTER.  I  do  not  want  this  bill  to  g6 
before  the  House  with  this  manifest  advantage.  I 
think  I  have  some  knowledge  of  it;  and  if  1  cor- 
rectly comprehend  it,  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  naked  proposition  to  nay  a  military  officer 
a  salary,  covering  a  period  or  time  when  he  did  not  - 
hold  the  office,  it  strikes  me  that  bill  was  before 
the  CommiUeeon  Military  Affairs  at  tlie  last  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  will  allow  me  to  correct  him  in  a 
misapprehension.  I  feel  confident  that  he  would 
not  wish  to  prejudice  the  House  against  the  bill  if  j 
he  comprehended  the  facts.  He  is  in  error  in  the 
facts  wnich  hestates. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  will  say  to  my  friend,  that 
I  made  these  remarks  merely  with  the  view  of 
bringing  <he' attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact. 
They  will  find,  when  they  investigate  the  biU—if 
my  memory  serves  me  right  in  regard  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  it  during  the  last  Congress — that' it 
is  a  proposition  to  give  him  pay,  in  imitation  of 
pay  given  to  certain  other  officers — pay  outside  of 
the  provision  for  his  payment  in  the  office  tliat  he 
held  diiring  the  time. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  My  friend  is  entirely  wrong^ 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  hope  the  House  will  inves- 
tigate it. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  It  is  to  give  him  pay  for  an 
office  whicli  he  held  legally  and  constitutionally — 
that  fact  having  been  decided  by  authorities  com- 
petent to  decide  it — but  an  office  from  the  duties  of 
which  he  was  excluded  for  a  time  by  what  has 
been  decided  to  be  an  imprqper  exercise  of  Exec- 
utive authority.  The  bill  proposes  that  which  is 
in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  Government 
in  all  similar  cases.  W  heu  the  Army  was  reduced 
in  1817,  if  1  remember  ri^ht — there  being  two  ad- 
jutant generals — the  President  of  the  United  States 
did  4iot  retain  either,  but  displaced  them  both,  and 
appointed  another  man  de  novo.  The  Senate  of  the 
United  States  took  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and  decided  that,  under  the  law,  the  President  had 
no  right  thus  to  act,  and  refused  to  confirm  his 
nomination.  It  was  made  the  subject  of  a  formal 
communication  to  the  Senate  by  the  Executive  of 
the  Government,  arguing  the  question  at  length, 
and  was  taken  under  consideration  by  the  Senate, 
and  ably  discussed  and  reported  upon,  and  still  the 
Senate  refused  to  confirm  the  nomination  thus 
made;  and  so,  in  the  Army  Rea^ister  for  several 
years  under  President  Monroe^  administration, 
this  office  was  reported  as  vacant,  while  legally  it 
was  not  vacant.  General  Jones  was  the  adjutant 
gener.il  de  factor  and  by  the  law;  but  by  this  act  of 
the  Executive  he  was  not  permitted  to  perform  its 
dutie.4.  When  Mr.  Adams  came  into  power, 
knowing  fully  the  facts  of  the  case,  instead  of  is- 
suing a  general  order  to  tlie  Army  to  recognize 
General  Jones  as  adjutant  general,  and  not  wish- 
ing, f  suppose,  to  cast  an^r  censure  upon  his  pre- 
decessor, lie  reappointed  him,  and  the  Senate  con- 
firmed that  appointment.  This  was  founded  upon 
the  previous  act  of  the  Senate,  which  had  refused 
to  acknowledge  the  vacancy,  and  constantly  recog- 
nized him  as  the  legal  adjutant  general  of  the 
United  States  Army.  This  bill  proposes  to  give 
him  the  pay  he  would  otherwise  have  drawn 
throi>gh  this  period  of  time. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
member  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  whether 
he  did  not  receive  the  pay  of  adjutant  general 
during  the  whole  time.' 

Mr.  GENTRY.  He  did  not.  This  bill  pro- 
poses  to  correct  that  deficiency,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    What  pay  did  he  receive? 

M  r.  GENTRY.  He  received  pay  as  lieutenant 
of  artillery. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Was  that  his  rank  ? 

Mr.  GENTRY.  That  was  his  lineal  rank  be- 
fore he  was  promoted  to  Adjutant  General. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Then  he  is  paid. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  would  be  wilUng  that  this 
bill  should  pass,  out  of  courtesy  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  TMr.  Gorman,]  but  it  is  a  practice 
against  which  i  must  be  allowed  to  enter  my  pro- 
test. We  have  time  to  investigate  every  bill  that 
is  brought  before -us,  if  gentlemen  will  sit  in  this 
Hall  and  do  our  duty  to  our  constituents,  our- 
selves, and  our  country.     We  can  examine  them 


fully  in  the  re^lar  routine,  but  the  manner  we 
are  now  adopUng,  of  taking  up  certain  favorite 
measures  and  passing  them  through,  is  doing  in- 
justice to  the  great  mass  of  bills  upon  the  calendar. 
Now  I  propose  that  this  bill  shall  take  its  regular 
routine,  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  be 
taken  up  as  it  should  be.  We  should  adher^  to 
the  unifx)rm  practice  of  this  House  in  former  times. 
Now,  we  are  givin«;  certain  favorites  the  opportu- 
nity of  gettmg  their  measures  through,  wnile  we 
are  neglecting  others  of  equal  merit.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say  upon  this  subject,  except  that 
1  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  this  bill.  I  do 
not  speak  upon  the  merits  o(  it.  But  1  say  it 
should  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where 
it  can  be  fully  and  freely  examined  and  under- 
stood, and  passed  in  the  ordinary  routine. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cartter,  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
tlie  Whole  House;  and'it  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  Watson,  jr.;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rufus  Dwinell;  referred 
to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads.  >• 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allen  G.  Johnson;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  extend  a  patent  heretofore  granted 
to  John  Shiy,  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents. 

CONGRESSIONAL  LIBRARY   ROOMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  a  room  for 
the  Congressional  Library,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  STAl>fLY.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
suggest  the  propriety  of  putting  that  bill  upon  its 
passage. 

[Cnes  of  "  Read  it  !»*  «« Read  it  !*T 

The  bill  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

"  Thiit  the  fum  of  $1^200  be  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  CommiMioner  of  Pablic 
Building*,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  document- room 
and  a  portion  of  the  a^J^ining  paraage,  to  receive,  tempo- 
rarily, a  portion  of  the  books  of  the  Congressional  Library." 

Mr.  t^HANDLER.  I. hope  that  the  biU  will 
be  put  immediately  upon  its  ];^ssa^e.  If  there  is 
no  objection,  I  will  move  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  bill  makes  an  appro- 
priation, it  requires  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  its  passage  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  Thomas 
Snodgrass,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  John  Rice  Jones,  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  all  the  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table  was  disposed  of. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  &e.,  were  presented 
trader  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  HENDRI CK.«I :  The  petition  of  William  Wil- 
liams, acitixen  of  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  praying  that 
he  mav  bo  authorized  to  surrender  the  title  to  a  quorter  sec- 
tion or  bounty  land,  rituate  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
that  he  may  locate  his  warrant  upon  the  saoote  quantity  of 
land  snbjcctto  private  entry,  kc. 

By  Mr.  WALBRfDGB:  The  petition  of  A.T.  Cochran 
and  74  others,  citizens  of.Cominfr,  New  York,  for  s  tele- 
graph line  from  Fort  Independence  to  the  Pacific. 

A\Mf  the  petition  of  lOz  citizens  of  Millport,  New  York, 
praying  jbr  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Stou,  postmaster  of 
Millpon. 

By  Mr.  HRNN :  The  petition  of  James  McAvoy,  of 
Iowa,  asking  for  relief. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  K.  Cook  and  54  others,  citi- 
zens or  Iowa,  asking  for  the  creation  of  a  new  land  district 
in  the  western  part  of  said  State,  and  for  the  location  of  the 
land  office  therefor  at  Kanesville. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W.  B.  Ferguson  and  25  others, 
upon  the  same  subject  * 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS :  7*he  petition  of  Aid.  Wm.  Gallaway, 
asking  Congress  to  pay  him  for  senrices  rendered  in  taking 
tesUmony  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  in  the  foturtb 
Congressional  District  in  Pennsylvania,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  this  House,  passed  January  21, 1850. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine :  The  memorial  of  Samuel 
Adams,  «f  at.,  citizens  of  Castine,  Maine,  praying  Congrasi 
to  take  measttres  to  have  national  disputes  settled  hf  **  asft- 


pirage,''  rather  than  by  an  appeal  u>  arms,  and  that : 
will  war  no  more. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  and  resolutioa  by  tb« 
Preftident  and  Directon*  of  the  American  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  relief  for  seamen 
at  home  and  in  foreign  ports. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  petition  of  William  P.  Bowhs^, 
ibr  compehsation  for  Rcrvtces  rendered  the  Government  m 
ship  building,  by  bis  invention  and  improvemtnts,  being  m 
coewing  or  n  dowcUing  instrument. 

By  Mr.  MILLSON:  The  petition  of  37  citizens  of 
Princess  Anne  county.  Vhpnia,  asking  authority  to  cut  a 
canal  to  connect  the  western  extremity  of  Lrnkborn  bay 
with  Lynnbaven  river  and  Lynnhaven  bay. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  of  W.  H.  Qiehl  be  withdrawn 
(h>m  the  files  of  the  House,  and"referred  to  the  Conunitte* 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  16, 1853. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Pmyer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approred . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DANIEL,  it  was 
Ofderedf  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  B. 
Nourse,  a  passed  midshipman  in  the  Navy  of  the  Unitid 
StatlBs,  praying  payment  for  the  discharge  of  duties  not 
called  for  by  his  rank,  be  taken  (torn  the  files  of  the  Home, 
and  referred  to  the  Commince  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  D.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  ifself  into  Commiuet 
of  the  Whole  upon  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  FITCH.  It  requires,  I  believe,  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  for  that  purpose,  aad  I  would  ask 
if  the  motion  supersedes  the  ordinary  businesa  of 
the  rooming  hour  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  29th  rule  provide*  that 
Friday  and  Saturday  in  every  week  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  consideratiou  of  private  bills  and  pri- 
vate business,  in  preference  to  any  other,  unless 
otherwise  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MASON.  *  Then  let  us  have  the  re^lar 
order  of  business. 

The  question  being  put,  the  motion  was  a^eed 

to. 

So  tlie  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  (Mr.  ScrMOUR,  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  first  business  be- 
fore the  committee  was  bill  No.  88,  for  the  rdief 
of  William  Greer,  reported  by  Mr.  Mace  from 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  would  like  to  hear  th^ 
report  made  in  this  case  read. 

The  CH  ATRiMAN.  The  Chair  is  informed  by 
the  Clerk  that  the  report  has  not  yet  been  re- 
turned from  the  printer. 

Mr.  MACE.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Greer  is  one 
growing  out  of  a  contract  which  he  had  with  the 
Post  Office  Department,  to  furnish  certain  blanks, 
&c.,  to  the  postmasters  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
Under  his  contract,  when  he  distributed  this  post 
office  matter  to  the  poptmastcrs  of  that  State  he 
was  required  to  take  vouchers,  and  these  vouchers 
were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, amongst  other  things  to  avoid  the  payment 
of  postage.  But  it  seems  that  at  Savannah,  the 
postmaster,  instead  of  doing  this,  transmitted  these 
vouchers  directly  to  Mr.  Greer;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  them,  he  was  compelled  to  pay 
the  postage  upon  them.  The  postage  amounted  to 
#60  25;  and  the  Post  Office  Department  refused  to 
make  this  allowance,  because  they  were  not  trans- 
mitted to  the  Post  Office  Departmept,  and  because 
the  Postmaster  General  conceived  that  he  had  not 
the  authority  to  make  the  allowance  under  any 
law.  Had  these  vouchers  been  transmitted  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  directly,  as  they  should 
have  been,  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty 
about  it.  They  were  transmitted  to  Mr.  Greer, 
and  he  had  to  pay  the  postage  for  them  out  of  his 
own  pocket.  So  the  committee  must  see,  that  ac- 
cording to  every  principle  of  right,  Mr.  Greer  is 
entitled  to  this  sum  of  money,  with  interest  upon 

Mr.  FOWLER.    When  did  this  take  place } 

Mr.  MACE.    In  1843. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass. 

WILLIAMS,  STAPLES  tt  WILLIAMS. 

The  biU  (No.  89)  for  the  relief  of  Wllfiams, 
Staples  <&  Williams,  came  up  as  the  next  in  order 
upon  the  calendar. 
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The  bfll  WM  then  read  through. 

Mr,  FOWLER.  Let  us  hear  the  report  in  this 
esse. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  T4iere  has  been  no  report 
mode  in  rei^rd  to  it. 

Mr.  PULLER,  of  Maine,  The  bill  states  sub- 
•faatially  the  fads  of  the  case.  There  was  a  re- 
port made,  but  I  understand  it  has  not  been  printed, 
TThe  persons  claiming  relief  in  this  case  imported 
molasses.  By  an  agreement  between  the  import- 
ers and  the  coHecior  of  the  port,  the  goods  were 
stored  in  the  warehouse  mutually  agreed  upon  by 
them — the  public  warehouse  at  that  time  being 
thought  not  sufficiently  safe.  The  goods  while  in 
that  state,  in  unbroken  package*.^  were  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  importers  naid  the  duties,  and  they 
went  to  the  Treasury  for  relief,  Bein^  advised 
they  could  not  get  it  there,  they  applied  to  Con- 
fess to  have  the  duties  refunded  to  them.  It  is, 
therefore,  simply  to  nefund  the  money  they  paid 
upon  these  several  hogsheads  of  molasses  which 
were  destroyed,  and  which  did  not  go  into  the 
^eral  consumption  of  the  country,  that  this  bill 
m  reported.  The  bill  is  one  in  accordance  with 
universal  usage  from  the  foundation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, 

Mr.  POWLER.  I  wish  to  ask  one  question. 
It  is,  whether  this  is  not  the  same  case  which  was 
brought  up  here  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress? 

Mr.  FULLER.  It  is  the  same  bill,  and  it  was 
Teported  npon  favorably.  In  no  case,  I  believe, 
wnere  duties  have  been  paid  upon  goods  destroyed 
by  fire,  while  in  the  public  warehouse,  and  wHcrtf 
other  goods  were  necessarily  imported  to  fill  their 
place,  have  the  GK>vemment  refused,  upon  appli- 
cation, to  refund  the  duties. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  What  was  done  with  the 
bill  at  the  last  session  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.  It  failed  for  want  of  time,  like 
a  great  many  others. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  will  say  by  way  of  ex- 
planation, that  this  bill  has  received  the  unani- 
mous ^approbation  of  the  committee,  as  it  has 
twke  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  pop- 
r^u  branch  of  two  Congresses.  I  have  before  me 
the  report  of  the  committee  made  at  the  last  ses- 
noii,&Ad  I  will  send  it  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be 
rod,  M  it  sets  forth  all  the  facts  in  the  case. 

TkM  u  appears  ftom  the  thctM  in  tbc  cane  that  the  peti- 
tvmen  imported  into  tlie  port  of  Norfolk,  on  or  about  the 
•lb  of  Jtne,  1B48,  a  cargo  of  tamrd.  conRinting  of  192  hog*- 
hadsmnA  six  tierce*,  npon  which  the  dnties  amounted  to 
#M?7  49;  tint  the  entire  esrfo  was  bonded  and  ware- 
mued  act  ia  the  otdiaaiv  puWic  More*,  as  (bey  were  con- 
■rfered  by  (he  conecter  of  the  port  otisafe  at  the  lime,  but  in 
a  irareboiise  selected  by  the  revenue  olHcerf  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  especial  purpose,  hnving  been  examined  by 
lbs  farveyor  of  tiie  port,  and  approved  by  the  petitiooefs ; 
'  Itoi  wihge<|»enlly  the  >aid  warehouse,  togetlier  with  ISl 
Mfslkeadsor  the  afhresaid  sni^rs.  was  destroyed  by  fire; 
^M  the  roemoralists  imiuediatejy  paid  the  duties  charge- 
sWe  vpoo  the  remajninf  71  hogjiheads  and  six  tierces, 
aaMWMiBg  to  ^799  90,  which  were  saved  from  the  confla- 
CmioB,  and  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
^Bcel  their  bond  uoon  which  remained  "till  duo  the  sum  of 
•1,156  SO,  the  amffiint  of  duties  chargeable  upon  the  sugars 
•Httoyed  as  albreaaid ;  that  flOling  In  this  relief,  in  order  to 
fieveatezpcttss  of  a  suit,  they  also  paid  the  sum  of#i,156  50 
«  Adl,  which  they  now  ask  Congress  to  authorixe  the 
oecTBfary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund  to  them.  Your  com- 
ttfttee  are  of  the  opinion  that  their  request  should  be 
l"Wed,  aad  accordingly  hereby  report  for  their  relief.** 

Mr,  MILXSON  resumed.    I  myself  have  some 
PWsomd  knowled^  of  the  very  disastrous  con- 
nagration  by  which  these  goods  were  destroyed. 
At  the  time  of  their  destruction  the  duties  had  not 
heen  paid  by  the  memoralists.    They  accordingly 
tddressed  a  memorial  to  the  Thirtieth  Couctcss, 
requesting  that  their  bond  might  be  canceled,    A 
&Torable  report  was  made  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce;  and  a  bill  reported  for  their  relief, 
dh'ceting  their  bonds  to  be  canceled,  was  unan- 
imously passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which  failed,  however,  to  be  considered   in   the 
Senate.    In  the  mean  time  the  bood  became  due, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  payment  should  be 
made.    They  dischaifed  the  bond,  which   had 
not  been  canceled,  and  addressed  their  petition  to 
the  last  Congress,  requesting  the  return  of  duties 
which  had  been  paid.    A  bill  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  by  Mr.  Phoenix,  of 
New  York,  which  nstdn  passed  the  House  of 
Repreiientatives  unanimously,,  pt  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  but  a  second  time,  amid  the  multi- 
ftfious  occupations  of  the  Senate,  failed  to  pass 
that  body,  thouf^h  it  passed  this  body.    The  peti- 
tkmcn  were  again  tinder  the  necessity  of  coming 


to  Congress  for  relief.  They  have  again  received 
a  favorable  report  from  the  committee,  and  I  am 
very  sure  that  it  will  again  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  this  House,  and  be  unanimously  adopted, 
Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish  to  inquire  or  the 
gentleman  if  the  report  of  this  year  coincides  with 
the  report  just  read? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  take  it  fbr  granted  that  it 
does. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  With  the  leave  of 
the  geiTtleman,  I  will  answer  Chat  question.  The 
Committee  on  Commerce  this  year  adopt  as  their 
report  that  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the 
previous  year,  which  has  just  been  r^d. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  only  wish  to  say  tliis:  that 
it  strikes  me  that  it  is  founded  upon  a  general 
principle  which  has  long  prevailed,  of  refunding 
duties  upon  goods  that  are  thus  destroyed.  It  was 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  great  fire  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  has  ever  continued  from  that  time 
down  to  the  present. 

Mr.  FULLER.  The  principle  dates  back  to 
the  year  1790, 

Mr.  MILLSON.  It  is  a  principle  which  has 
always  received  the  approbation  of  Congress.  It 
is  one  which  has  never  been  called  in  question. 
These  goods,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
committee,  were  in  possession  of  the  Government 
at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  building.  The 
buiUiing  was  itself  selected  by  the  Government  as 
the  depository  of  goods.  These  persons  have 
paid  to  th«  Government  duties  upon  merchandise 
which  never  entered  into  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  and  which  was  destroyed  while  in  the 

f possession  of  the  Government,  in  a  building  se- 
eded by  the  officers  of  the  Government  them- 
selves.   I  trust  that  it  will  be  allowed  to  pass. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  r4x)rted  to 
the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

JAMES  FERGUSON. 

The  next  bill  in  order.  No.  90,  for  the  relief  of 
James  Ferguson,  the  surviving  partner  of  Fergu- 
son &.  Milhado,  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.    This  case  stands 

Erecisely  upon  the  same  facts  as  the  case  which 
as  just  passed  from  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  It  is  for  sugars  and  molasses  de- 
stroyed in  the  same  fire  and  precisely  under  the 
same  circumstances. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Fuller]  what  reason  there  is 
why  the  exact  amount  to  be  paid  cannot  be  stated 
in  the  bill  ^  Why  is  it,  that  the  precise  amount 
cannot  be  ascertained  bow  and  stated  in  the  bill? 

Mr.  FULLER.  It  is  stated,  I  wUl  inform  the 
gentleman. 

Mr  HUNTER.  It  says,  not  more  than  so 
much,  which  means  goinf  up  to  the  highest  point. 

Mr.  FULLER  I  will  onlv  sav,  that  the  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  by  tiie  certificate  of 
the  collector  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
shows,  that  the  maximum  in  the  bill  was  the  pre- 
cise amount  paid.  As  to  the  form  of  the  bill  in 
that  case,  which  bill  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  I 
only  adopted  the  printed  bill  of  the  previous  ses- 
sion, to  save  the  trouble  of  drawing  it  up. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  that  I  obtained  the 
certificate  of  the  amount  paid. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  it  the  amount  named  in 
the  bill? 

Mr.  FULLER.  It  is  the  amount  named  in  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  only  object  to  it  because 
the  precise  amount  to  be  paid  is  not  fixed  defi- 
nitely in  the  bill. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  can  see  very  readHy  the  rea- 
sons for  having  the  bill  drawn  in  that  form,  and 
it  is  out  of  abundant  caution.  The  memorialists  in 
this  case  have  shown  to  the  committee,  and  to  their 
satisfaction,  the  amount  they  paid.  The  bill  in 
its  terms  requires  them  to  show  to  the  collector 
also  the  amount,  up  to  the  maximum  in  the  bill. 
If  by  possibility  there  has  been  a  mistake — if  the 
maximum  is  too  high,  the  language  of  the  bill 
gives  security  on  the  side  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  who  reported  this  bill,  wheth- 
er there  was  any  proof  before  the  committee  that 
these  goods  had  been  burned  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.  There  was  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory proof  before  the  committee. 


Mr,  HEBARD,  I  wish  to  inquire,  also,  why 
that  proof  is  turned  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  examination,  before  the  money  can 
be  paid? 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  avill  answer  the  gentleman, 
that  it  wnsonly  out  of  abundant  caution,  requiring 
them  to  furnish  to  the  Department  the  same  proofs, 
of  which  the  cojnmittee  uas  possession,  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  mistake. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  only  inquire,  whether  it 
was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  th%  committee, 
and  that  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

Mr.  FULLER.    The  original  bond  and  the  * 
certificate  of  cancellation  of  the  collector  of  the 
port,  were  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  BELL,  I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  (he  prin- 
ciple embraced  in  the  two  bills  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  House,  but  I  think  it  is  at  least 
an  injudicious  method  of  arriving  at  the  matter. 
1  suggest  to  the  committee  which  reported  these 
bills,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  report  a  gen- 
eral law,  embracing  the  principle  contained  in 
these  private  bills,  and  leaving  it  discretionary 
with  the  Treasury,  to  adjust  all  such  cases  under 
the  rule  prescribed  by  such  general  law.  Here  are 
two  cases  precisely  alike,  and  probably  there  may 
be  fiAy  more  during  the  session,  of  a  stmihir  char^ 
acter, 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  Govern- 
ment has  warehouses  now. 

Mr.  BELL.  That  may  be  all  true,  but  the 
principle  of  this  is  not  different  from  the  general 

Crinciple,  where  the  property  has  been  destroyed 
y  fire  or  accident;  and  I  understand  that  it  is  for 
that  reason,  the  remedy  is  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  applicant  here. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  have  only  a  word  to  say. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  some  constitutional  difficulty 
in  the  general  law  proposed.  I  need  not  discuss 
that  question  at  this  time,  however,  though  money 
cannot  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  except  in  con- 
sequence of  specific  appropriations  made  by  law. 
This  money  having  once  gone  into  the  Treasury, 
perhaps  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  paying  it 
out  again  without  specific  appropriation  bylaw. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  TheCommiuce 
on  Commerce  have  received  no  instructions  from 
this  House  to  report  any  such  general  law.  With- 
out such  instruction,  they  cannot  report  a  bill  for 
a  general  law.  We  can  report  upon  nothing  ex- 
cept that  which  is  referred  to  us.  These  partic- 
ular bills  were  referred  to  us.  I  will  state  to 
gentlemen,  however,  that  other  nations  do  refund 
the  duties  in  all  cases  similar  to  this — the  result  of 
fire.  I  think  the  principle  is  right,  and  that  this 
country  should^refund  just  as  in  the  case  of  draw-  ~ 
backs.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  upon  re- 
flection, will  see  there  can  be  no  possible  oojection 
to  it, 

Mr.  MILLSON.  -Waiving  the  question  of  con- 
stitutional objection,  I  will  add,  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  anticipated  me  in  saying, 
that  the  committee  could  only  act  upon  questions 
before  them;  and  this  Committee  of  the  Whole  can 
hardly  be  interrupted  in  the  duties  now  devolving 
upon  it,  by  the  consideration  of  what  it  may  be 
their  duty  to  do  hereafter  in  similar  cases.  I  trust 
the  bill  will  pass. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  not  be  em- 
barrtissed  by  the  general  considerations  which 
have  been  suggested  in  reference  to  what  might  be 
politic  as  to  the  passage  of  a  general  law  which 
will  apply  to  all  such  cases.  X  am  fully  of  the 
opinion,  that  such  a  general  law  would  save  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  individuals,  and  much  time  that 
IS  devoted  to  legislation  upon  this  subject.  This 
bill  has  been  prepared  in  precise  conformity  with 
the  line  of  precedents  found  upon  our  books  since 
1790,  in  form,  and  carrying  out  the  principles. 
But  if  it  shall  be  found  expedient,  at  any  future 
time,  to  ingraft  upon  our  statute  book  a  general 
law,  as  is  the  casein  Great  Britain  and  some  other 
commercial  nations  of  Europe,  I  think  myself,  with 
the  gentleman  upon  the  other  side,  who  has  al- 
ludeu  to  it,  that  it  would  be  of  very  great  advan- 
tage to  adopt  such  a  principle.  This  bill  conies 
here  aAer  mature  consideration,  in  conformity  with 
the  precedents  in  such  cases,  and  I  hope  it  will 
receive  the  favorable  action  of  the  House  at  thi« 

time. 

Mr.  KUHNS.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any 
objection  as  to  the  merits  of  this  claim ,  but  it  strikes 
me  tliat  there  is  an  important  fact  to  be  deternuned» 
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whether  a  fire  actually  took  place,  by  which  this 
property  was  destroyed. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Il*  the  gentleman  had  heard 
the  bill  read,  he  would  have  seen,  that  it  appro- 
priated a  specific  sum  for  this  purpose.  There 
was  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  fire  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  phniseoIog:y  of  the  bill  was  only 
adopted  in  conformity  with  precedents;  and  in 
order  to  be  upon  the  safe  side,  they  required  the 
memorialists  to  furnish  proof  twice  over. 

Mr.  KUPJN'S.  That  explanation  is  satisfactory. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  the  bill. 
'  My  only  object  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  subject,  whether  a  general  law  could 
not.  be  passed,  so  as  to  embrace  all  these  particular 
cases  and  save  local  legislation  hereaAer. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 
INTEREST  TO  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  next  bill  on  the  calendar.  No.  4,  authorizing 
the  payment  of  interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  advances  made  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  in  repelling  invasion  and  suppressing  insur- 
rection at  Indian  Stream,  in  said  State,  was  read 
through. 

Mr.  PEASLEE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report;  and  it  was  read,  as  follows,  viz: 

The  Cnminittce  on  the  Judirinry,  to  whom  was  referred 
tlie  bill  authorizing  the  nll<)wance  of  interest-money  paid 
out  by  the  State  or  New  Ilaiiip«l)ire,  upon  the  advances 
made  by  t!ie  State  fbr  the  mo.  of  the  United  Stateti  Gov- 
ernment in  repelling  invanion  and  suppreminf  insurrec- 
tion at  Indian  Stream,  in  said  Slate,  report : 
That  in  consequence  of  the  encroachments  of  Great 
Britain  upon  our  northeastern  frontier,  and  the  claim  ol*the 
Canadian  Gpveniment  to  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  the   measurcfl  threatened  and 
adopted  to  enforce  said  claim,  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
wore  unanimously  of  opinion  tliat  a  small  portion  of  its 
military  force  xhould  be  called  out  for  the  defence  of  its 
territoiy  and  the  preservation  of  its  citizens  and  property. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  were  exceedingly 
low  for  the  services  rendered,  and  the  result  of  the  meas- 
nres  adopted  proved  their  necessity  and  propriety. 

These  advances  were  not  reimbursed  tlie  State  for 
about  thirteen  years  after  the  claim  was  made,  and  all  the 
ncceiwary  evidence  and  vouchers  furnished  the  General 
Government  by  tlic  State  to  sustain  it,  and  almost  the  en- 
tire amount  of  Interest  paid  out  by  the  State  has  been 
durinz  this  delay. 

(Jnifonn  precedent,  in  regard  to  such  claims,  shows  that 
the  State  is  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  she  has  been 
eomnellcd  to  pay  out,  in  the  name  of  interest,  for  the  use 
and  bencflt  of  the  General  Ooveromeiit,  in  consequence  of 
these  expenditures,  up  to  the  time  when  the  principal  may 
have  been  reimbursed  by  the  United  States,  if  the  same 
measure  of  Justice  is  to  be  meted  out  to  her  that  has  been 
over  and  over  again  to  her  sister  States.  Similar  claims 
have  been  repeatedly  sanctiooed  by  Coogresa  ever  since 
the  organization  of  the  Govemntent.     - 

The  committee  refer  to  the  several  acts,  involving  pre- 
cisely the  same  principle,  passed  in  favor  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  the  State  or  Maryland,  of  Pennsylvania.  New 
York.  South  Carolina,  the  cities  of  Baltimore  and  Mobile : 
and  tno  act  of  January  96, 1849,  for  the  relief  of  the  State 
of  .Alabama,  involving  the  Rame  principle  as  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  Also,  tlie  act  of  the 
last  Congreaiu  allowing  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  for  advances  in  the  suppression  of  the  Creek, 
and  Seminole,  and  Cherokee  Indians,  in  1836,  1837,  and 
i838;  and  the  act  of  March  3d,  18M,  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  to  the  State  of  Maine,  for  advances  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  same  northeastern  frontier.  The 
committee  thereupon  reconuncnd  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  referred,  with  the  exception  of  the  proviso  to  the  first 
section,  which  they  recommend  to  be  stricken  out,  and  in 
that  they  ask  the  concorrenee  of  the  Hoose. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  first  Question  to 
-  be  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Ihe  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  to  strike  out  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

«  ProvUtd.  That  said  amount  shall  not  exceed  six  thoqr 
aand  dollars.'' 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  should  Uktt  to  know  what 
the  amount  of  interest  is.  It  may  be  that  it  is 
more  than  that  sum. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  reported  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  limiting  the  amount  of  in- 
terest to  be  allowed.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  see 
the  propriety  of  striking  out  that  proviso,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  just  as  well  for  this  committee  to 
reject  the  amendment  of  the  Jif/iiciary  Committee. 
The  object  of  striking  it  out  is  to  prevent  the  ac- 
counting officers  from  coming  up  to  the  limit  that 
is  fixed  by  the  House  in  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
My  own  impression  is,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
reject  the  amendment  and  pass  the  bill  in  tlie  form 
in  which  it  wan  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  YENABLE.  I  am  for  striking  out  the 
proviso  limiting  the  interest  to  six  Uiousand  dol- 
lars.   If  the  debt  is  due,  wt  ought  to  pay  it  ail. 
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If  it  is  not  due,  then  we  ought  to  pay  none  of  it. 
If,  upon  the  accounting  officers  loojcing  into  this 
account,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  either  advanced  money  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  she  paid  interest  upon 
money  for  the  purpose  of  suppresshtg  insurrec- 
tion and  protecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  then,  whetlier  it  amounts  ta  six  or  to  ten 
thousand  dollars,  it  ought  to  be  paid .  I'  am  averse 
lo  adopting  a  system  of  l^islation  which ,  upon  its 
face,  indicates  a  suspicion  on  our  part  that  our  own 
accounting  officers  are  thieves;  it  would  be*by  our 
own  legislation,  declaring  that  we  art  unwilhngto 
trust  to  the  integrity  of  those  who  act  under  our  au- 
thority, anrfare  our  accounting  officers.  It  is  there- 
fore that  I  nm  disposed  to  strike  out  the  proviso.  If 
the  sum  often  thousand  dollars  is  due  to  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  it  ought  to  be  paid;  if  but  one 
thousand  dollars,  it  ought  to  be  paid;  and  if  noth- 
ing at  all  is  due,  it  ought  to  be  so  declared.  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  the  amount  should  be  limited 
to  six  thousand  dollars.  Above  all,  I  protest 
against  oyr  so  legislating  here  as  to  declare  to  the 
world  that  we  have  no  confidence  in  those  whose 
official  duty  it  is  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  It  is  very  clear  that  the  in- 
terest ought  to  be  paid— -every  cent  of  it.  It  may 
be,  as  has  been  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  that  it  will  amount  to  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars,  and  if  so  it  ought  to  be 
paid.  We  con  trust  our  accounting  officers  to  as- 
certain fhc  amount.  I  am,  therefore,  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  proviso  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  subject,  as  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land has  been  referred  to  in  the  report.  Maryland 
has  never  been  paid. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  The  city  of  Baltimore 
has. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Baltimore  has.  I  will  not 
charge  the  accounting  officers  of  the  G^ovemment 
with  any  fraud  in  regard  to  matters  of  this  descrip- 
tion, but  there  was  a  most  singular  mistake  in  the 
mode  of  payment  of  the  account  of  Maryland, 
and  there  is  now  due  to  that  State  something  like 
seventy  thousand  dollars.  It  is  necessair  to  strike 
out  this  proviso  to  prevent  a  mistake  of  a  similar 
character  in  this  case. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  have  only  one  re- 
mark to  submit  in  reference  to  this  matter.  I 
consider  it  very  immaterial  whether  the  amend- 
ment is  adoptea  or  rejected  by  the  committee.  The 
data  upon  which  the  calculation  is  to  be  made  are 
all  in  the  possession  of  the  accounting  officers. 
The  amount  of  interest  is  to  be  computed  on  a 
certain  principle|  and  whether  it  exceeds  o^  falls 
short  or  |6,0()0  is  to  be  a  matter  of  calculation. 
But  from  the  time  when  the  principal  was  paid  up 
to  this  time,  it  is  impossible  that  the  interest  could 
come  up  to  the  suin  of  |6,000,  and  therefore  it  is 
of  very  immaterial  importance  whether  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  adopted  or  rejected'. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  fully  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  yENABLE,T  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Fowler,] 
that  this  interest  should  be  paid  to  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  upon 
that  point.  But  in  the  course  of  my  experience 
here  I  have  become  satisfied  that  Congress,  when 
it  passes  a  bill  of  this  sort,  should  fix  definitely  the 
s.um  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

Why,  it  is  in  the  recollection,  doubtless,  of  every 
gentleman  here,  that  only  a  few  years  a£o  we 
passed  a  bill,  under  which  the  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury were  required  to  act  in  the  same  manner  os 
they  are  re<juired'to  act  by  this  bill — I  refer  to  the 
Gafphin  claim.  We  all  know  what  an  uproar  the 
allowance  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  in 
that  case  created  throughout  the  country.  And, 
sir,  the  history  of  that  bill,  and"  the  experience  we 
have  had  in  regard  to  it,  satisfied  me  that  the  com- 
mittees who  report  these  bills  ought  to  adjust  the 
matter, and  say  what  is  the  precise  amount  due. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.] 

Mr.  H.  continued.  I  am  willing  to  pay  the 
whole  amount  due  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; but  I  wish  to  know,  when  we  pass  this 
bill,  how  much  money  we  are  appropriating  out 
of  the  Treasury.  I  am  not  willing  to  throw  open 
the  doors  of  the  Trtasnry  juft  at  wide  at  Uxt  ac- 


counting officers — no  matter  how  honest  and  dim* 
crcet  they  may  be — shall  think  proper. 

Besides  all  uiis,  thegentlen'an  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, [Mr.  Peaslbb,!  who  introduced  this  hint 
and  who  doubtless  understands  exactly  bow  much 
is  due  .to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  himsetf 
proposes  this  limit  of  six  thousancl  dollars.  He 
does  not  ask  us  to  appropriate  any  more  money 
than  that;  and  why  should  this  House  be  so  anx- 
ious to  gnuil  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  more 
than  her  Keiiresentatives  ask  for?  They  say  thai 
six  thousana  dollars  is  all  they  wai>i;  but  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  say,  we  will  not  put  this  limit 
on  their  claim,  but  will  let  the  officers  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  allow  as  much  as  they,  in  the  adjudication  of 
this  matter,  may  think  proper, 

I  understand  gentlemen  to  say  that  if  yoy  retain 
this  proviso,  limiting  the  amount  to  six  thousand 
dollars,  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department 
will  be  sore  to  allow  that  sum.  Now,  most  assu- 
redly they  will  not  allow  it,  if  they  discharge  their 
duty^,  unless  they  become  satisfied  that  it  is  due. 
I  would  just  as  lief  stiy  that  six  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  paid  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  as 
not,  because  I  suppose  it  will  amount  to  abost  that 
sum. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  have  risen  to  make  a  sinii- 
hu*  suggestion  to  that  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  who  )ias  just  taken  his 
seat.  We  have  had  much  experience  in  Uiis 
House  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  think  thai 
the  committees,  in  passing  upon  these  daima* 
should  take  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  amount 
actually  due;  should  form  their  own  rules  of  com- 

Cutation,  so  as  to  see  how  much  interest  ou^t  to 
e  paid,  if  any,  and  report  a  specific  sum  m  the 
bill. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  anticipate  what  may  be 
the  evils  or  frauds  growing  out  of  any  of  tncse 
sliding  scales  or  sliding  rules  of  ascertainrag  the 
amounts  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury.  We 
have  seen  that  there  has  been  a  great  deaJ^f  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  country  in  -consequence  of  the 
action  of  one  of  the  Departments  of  this  Qovem- 
ment,  on  account  of  a  law  passed  in  this  way. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill  will  not  be  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  but  that  it  will  be  r^ 
ferred  back  to  the  committee  which  reported  it. 

Mr.  PEASLEE,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  merely 
to  remark,  that  ao  fbr  am  relates  to  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  we  wish  for  no  larger  appropri- 
ation than  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  bill  aa  thai 
which  shall  not  be  exceeded.  I  cannot  coneeiye 
that  it  can  make  any  difference,  either  to  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  or  to  the  United  States,  as  it 
is  a  inere  matter  of  calculation,  whether  the  pro- 
viso is  in  or  not;  but  we  prefer  that  it  shoura  be 
in,  as  $6,000  is  about  the  amount  that  is  expected 
to  be  received. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  hold  that  it  js  a  right  prin- 
ciple, that  when  a  eonratittee  undertake  to  pass 
on  a  claim,  and  find  that  something  is  due,  they 
should  ascertain  exactly  how  much  is  due,  and 
recommend  the  payment  of  that  amount. 

I  am  not  aiguing  against  the  allowance  of  tills 
daim,  for  I  suppose  it  is  Ajust  and  equitable  one; 
but  I  can  see  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  the  committee 
fixing  on  the  sum  to  be  paid.  1  understood  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  [Mr. 
McLanahan]  to  say  that  there  were  different  rules 
and  modes  by  which  the  interest  could  be  compu- 
ted, and  that  remark  suggested  to  my  mind  the 
very  great  importance  of  having  the  proper  rule 
of  computation  investigated  andlaid  down  by  the 
committee' 

Mr.  HUNTER,  (interposing.)  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman,  that  in  almost  every  in- 
stance where  a  bill  of  this  kind  has  been  passed, 
it  has  been  fpund  afterwards  that  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  have  paid  too  iniich. 
Now,  why  cannot  we  just  as  well  find  out  the  ex- 
act amount  that  ought  to  be  paid,  instead  of  throw- 
ing upon  the  accounting  officers  the  reapoosibility 
that  properly  attaches  to  us  ? 

Mr.  HEBARD.  That  is  precisely  what  I  was 
saying.  If  the  House  undertake  to  settle  the  fact 
whether  anything  is  due  or  not,  it  is  their  duty-  at 
the  same  time,  if  there  is  more  than  one  mode  of 
ascertaining  the  amount,  to  fix  upon  that  amount. 

I  have  no  objection  to  this  particular  case;  stilly 
I  do  not  like,  any  more  than  other  gentlemen 
do,  to  see  a  limit  put  in  the  bill  beyond  which  the 
accouptipg  officers  are  not  to  go,  because  it  is  asy- 
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tog,  bf  imftHoation,  that  otherwise  tbey  might  go 
bevond  what  is  iust  and  ri?ht. 

I  hope  tb«  bill  will  be  referred  back  to  the  Judi- 
cial^ bomtnittee,  and  thai  they  wiH  taka  the  sub- 
Met  into  their  owu  haiids>  maite  their  own  calcu- 
tatioB«>  see  whaiis  the  exact  amount  due,  and  put 
it  into  the  biiL 

I  suppose  the  claim  is  due.  I  raise  no  objec- 
tion to  ita  merits,  although  it  is  true  that  the  State 
which  I  in  part  ^preseot^  has  a  perhaps  equally 
tneritorious  claim,  of  which  we  cannot  get  even 
the  pnneipal.  However,  I  make  no  objection  to 
this  bill  upon  ihat  ground.  If  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained what  the  precise  smount  of  the  cJaiiti  is,  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
but  I  hoae  OmA  it  will  not  pass  until  a  ddlniie 
earn  can  oe  fixed  on. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  I  think  that 
the  gentlemen  who  haveapoken  upon  this  subiect, 
and  especially  the  gentleman  fVon  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  have  been  a  little  mrstakeii  in  the  applica- 
tion of  their  fticts.  The  reference  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  to  the  celebrated  Gal- 
pliin  claim  can  certainly  have  np  possible  applica- 
tion to  this  case,  because  that  wss  not  a  case  in 
which  the  officers  were-  directed  to  pay  interest, 
whHe  this  ia  a  case  in  which  it  is  a  simple  direction 
to  pay  interest.  Nor  ean  there  be  any  di^ffieuHy, 
or  any  different  modes  of  calculating  the  interest, 
except  in  reference  to  one  ainele  point,  which  is  a 
legal  question  that  has  often  oeen  decided  by  the 
courts  of  the  country,  and  that  is,  where  payments 
less  than  the  amoant  of  interest  accumulated  at 
the  time,  have  been  made.  I  believe  Uie  courts 
cenerally — I  know  the  courts  of  my  own  State-^ 
Save  decided  that  the  true  way  of  computing  in- 
terest, is  to  add  the  principal  aiid  interest  together 
at  the  time  of  payment,  subtract  the  payment,  and 
then  calculate  the  intei^t  on  the  remaining  amount. 
In  ease  the  payment  was  less  than  the  amotint  of 
interest  aoeamuhited,  then  the  interest  will  be  to  a 
eertain  extent  compounded.  Now,  you  ought  to 
settle  the  rule  whether  the  interest  shall  be  com- 
(xninded  in  that  way  or  not;  but  when  you  direct 
mterest  to  be  paid  you  oqght  not  to  limit  it;  you 
eo^t  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  interest  due,  or 
etee  to  pay  none.  I  think,  therefore,  that  this 
prsvise  oueht  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  PEASLEE,  rinterruptin§.)  The  limita- 
^90  wss  put  into  the  bill  by  its  friends,  and  I  will 
stale  that  $6,000  is  the  utmost  amount  that  can  be 
received. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Very  well ;  if  that  is  the  fact, 
these  is  no  necessity  for  the  limitation  to  be  in; 
bat  it  is  the  principle  fbr  which  I  contend.  If  t^is 
interest  is  due,  it  ought  to  be  paid  in  full.  You 
May,  as  I  said  befbre,  settle  the  rule  of  computing 
the  interest,  but  you  ought  not  to  say  we  will  pass 
only  so  much  and  leave  the  balance  unpaid,  be- 
eaase,  if  you  do,4t  may  be  the  ground  of  another 
daim  bereaAer  fbr  the  balance  of  the  interest,  if 
more  shall  be  found  to  be  due  than  $6,000. 

Mr.  GIDDINGfl,  Formerly,  it  was  the  prac- 
tice of  this  House  in  all  cases  of  private  claims,  to 
ascertain  tlie  precise  amount,  and  then  order  the 

Ejrroent  of  it;  to  perform  its  whole  duty  and 
ve  nothing  to  the  Department  but  the  simple 
edministrationof  our  laws.  Afler  that  a  different 
practice  prevailed.  It  was  the  rule  then  to  lay 
down  certain  definite  and  distinct  principles,  and 
direct  the  Department  to  pay  the  claims  according 
to  these  principles.  And  recently  a  still  more 
kthudinous  course  has  been  adopted,  that  of 
ordering  the  Departtncnt  to  ascertain  the  amount 
doe,  without  any  limitation-'^thus  making  them 
the  legislators  and  the  administrators  of  justice. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  attempt  to  do  anything  in 
diia  House  upon  correct  pnneiplM,  it  would  be 
better  to  go  back  at  once  to  its  ancient  practice  of 
fixing  t}ie  precise  amount  in  )»very  case,  and  direct- 
ing the  Department  to  pay  that  amount.  Let  us 
not  throrw  upon  the  Department  the  responsibility 
Ihat  properly  belongs  to  us. 

Now,  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  proviso 
and  of  so  amending  the  bill  as  t5  put  in  the  precise 
sfflOQiit  Umt  is  to  be  paid-^I  care  not  whether  it 
be  five,  MX,  or  seven  thousand  dollars;  and  so  I 
woald  &o  in  every  case. 

I  make  Uiese  remarks  in  order  to  call  the  atten- 
tioQ  of  the  House  to  the  looseness  of  our  legisla- 
tion, which  li,  in  fact,  becoming  alarming.  We 
lie  here  passing  bills  without  even  the  rmonsi- 
UfiCy  of  «  report  from  a  committee  of  the  House. 
Ws  aw  tewny  omr  bands  into  tbt  Treasury, 


and  throwing  the  public  money  broadcast  over  the 
land.  To  me  it  does  look  alarming;  to  other  gen- 
tlemen it  may  appear  different.  But  I  should  pre- 
fer that  we  should  return  to  the  former  practice  of 
the  Hou8<N*-perform  our  own  duty  distinctly  and 
definitely,  and  leave  it  to  the  Department  to  per- 
Ibnn  theirs. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  C4>ncurring  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  strike  out  the  proviso  from  the  bill;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  proviso  was  not  stricken  out. 
The  bill 'was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  aside  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation 
that  It  do  pass. 

UBIRS  OF  THOMAS  FLETCHER. 

The  next  bill  on  the  calendar  was  Houee  bill 
No.  91,  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  and  heirs  of 
Thomas  Fleyiher,  deceased. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  HEBARD  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  there  was  no 
report  accompan3ring  the  bill. 

Mr.  MASON.  That  bill  was  reported  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  It  has  frequently  been  re- 
ported on  favorably  before.  Unlike  tlie  bill  just 
passed,  it  asks  for  no  appropriation  out  of  the 
Treasury.  It  is  simply  for  thepurpose  of  en- 
ablinsr  the  heirs  and  exedhtors  of  Fletcher  to  have 
a  settlement. 

Genera]  Fletcher  was  security  for  a  paymaster 
during  the  late  war.  The  Government,  for  rea- 
sons satisfactory  to  theth,  have  never  proceeded 
to  collect  any  damages  for  the  non-payment  of  this 
bond  on  the  fhilure  of  the  paymaster  for  a  period  of 
thirty-odd  years.  General  Fletcher  died  wealthy, 
all  his  family  were  wealthy,  and  the  Government 
of  course  mid  good  raasons  fbr  not  prosecuting 
this  claim.  It  was  saia  everywhere  that  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  have  collected  it,  because  the 
parties  had  a  good  defisnce,  and  that  they  did  not, 
therefore,  choose  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  prose- 
cution. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.    I  want  to  ask  the 

fentleroan  if  there  is  a  8uit4)ending  now  upon  that 
ond? 

Mr.  MASON.  No,  because  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  all  who  examined  this  case,  said  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  tl^e  Gk>vemment  to  recover 
the  money.  The  children  and  heirs  of  General 
Fletcher  are,  however,  kept  out  of  the  property 
left  to  them  by  their  father,  because  the  executors 
say  that  if  they  settle,  they  will  still  be  liable  to 
this  old  claim  of  the  Government  upon  that  bond. 
It  amounts  to  nothing,  in  reality,  but  still  it  oper- 
ates as  an  obstacle  to  a  settlement  between  the 
heirs  and  executors. 

The  proof  in  this  case  was  fully  and  fairly 
made  out,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee. 
General  Fletcher,  who  was  a  meritorious  officer 
in  the  late  war,  was  a  member  of  this  House  after 
this  bond  was  held  against  him.  This  paymaster 
failed  at  a  time  when  the  GK>vemment  was  in  em- 
barrassed circumstances,  and  when  many  of  these 
paymasters  failed.  The  fact  is,  ihat  this  paymas- 
ter did  pay  over  the  money,  but  his  vouchers  were 
lost.  By  order  of  Major  General  Harrison,  he 
put  them  on  board  of  a  vessel  to  ca^ry  them  across 
the  lake,  and  the  vessel  was  lost;  but  the  parties 
have  now  sufficient  proof  to  defend  the  case,  if  it 
should  ever  be  prosecuted.  But  it  never  will  be 
prosecuted,  and  the  only  effect  of  holding  this  bond 
over  the  heirs,  is  to  prevent  them  from  obtaining 
a  seulement  with  the  executors.  The  Govern- 
ment is  not  interested  in  this  matter;  nobody-^ 
besides  the  heirs— is  interested  in  it,  except  the 
executors,  t^nd  they  are  willing  to  have  a  settle- 
ment, provided  this  bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  KUHNS.    What  is  the  date  of  the  bond  ? 

Mr.  MASON.    ^4. 

Mr.  KUHNS:  When  did  the  breach  occur  in 
the  bond  ? 

Mr.  MASON.  There  was  no  breach  in  it. 
Thejiccounts  of  this  paymaster  have  never  been 
settl^  at  the  Treasury  Department.  But  these 
parties  have  a  defence  whicn  would  protect  them 
whenever  the  Government  brodght  suit  against 
them — ^which  they  never  have  done,  and  never 
will. 

Mr.  KUHNS.  It  seems,  then,'ta  bs  an  aban- 
doned daim. 

Mr.  AtASON.    It  is  an  abandoned  daim. 


Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  gentlemaiv  from  K-entucky  if  there  has  ever 
been  a  written  report  in  this  case? — if  the  facts 
have  ever  been  reported  to  the  House  by  any  com* 
mittee? 

•  Mr.  MASON.  I  understand  that  they  have 
been  reported  twice;  but  I  will  now  give  way  to 
the  ffentleman  who  reported  this  bill. 

^l r.  BRAGrG.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  all  set 
forth  in  the  petition  of  these  parties,  and  if  the 
Clerk  will  read  the  petition,  the  House  will  see  the 
precise  character  oi  the  case. 

This  bill  was  reported  by  me  under  instructions 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  because  the 
committee  thought  that  there  ougnt  to  be  some 
hmit  placed  upon  the  time  that  this  Gk>vernment 
should  be  allowed  to  bring  sait  Against  these  par- 
ties. This  difficulty  occurred  in,  the  3^ear  1816. 
The  Government  instituted  suit  against  the  exec- 
utors of  Fletcher,  the  security  on  the  bond;  and 
when  that  suit  was  called,  the  Government,  for 
reasons  satisfactory  to  the  Attorney  of  the  United 
StateSf  took  a  nonsuit  in  the  case.  That  was 
thirty-five  years  hgo.  They  have  never  instituted 
another  suit  upon  the  bond;  and  tlte  obfect  of  this 
bill  is  simply  to  enable  the  heirs  of  FletchW  to 
have  a  settlement  with  the  executors.  The  com- 
mittee were  of  the  otpinioh  that,  as  the  Govern- 
ment instituted  a  suit  upon  the  bond,  and  had 
taken  a  nonsuit  thirty-fii^e  years  a|^o,  and  no  pro- 
ceeding had  been  taken  since  that  time  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  claim,  that  the  parties  now  ought 
to  be  released  from  all  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  ^ 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  Would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  if  there  was  any  petition  brought  at 
the  time  the  suit  was  institutcfd  r 

Mr.  BRAGG.    Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  HOWE.  Well,  1  will  nol  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  further  than  to  say  that  if  this 
Government  will  permit  any  claim  to  run  on  for 
thirty-five  years  without  pressing  the  suit,  and 
without  ascertaining  whether  it  can  be  collected  or 
not,  I  am  preparra,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
to  release  the  parties  from  all  further  obligations 
to  the  Government.  If  these  are  the  facts  of  the 
case,  it  is  all  I  deeire  to  kno^w  in  relation  to  it.  I 
hope  the  commiUee  will  r^ease  the  parties  fVora 

the  bond. 
[Cries  of «« Question !"  auestion  !'T 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  committee 
ordered  the  bill  to  be  laid  aside  and  reported  to 
the  House,  wiUi  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

JAMES   LEWIS. 

The  committee  next  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  House  bill  No.  92,  being  a  bin  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Lewis. 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  a 
ease  where  the  claim  is  manifestly  a  just  one 
The  facts  in  relation  to  it  are  these:  the  Gtjvem- 
ment,  desiring  to  have  the  testimony  of  this  man 
Lewis,  he  was  tifken  into  custody  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands;  was  confined,  placed*  on  board  a  vessel, 
and  brought  to  Norfolk;  and  not  being  able  to  give 
security  for  his  appearance  at  court  as  a  witness, 
was  there  kept  in  confinement  until  the  case  was 
tried,  and  he  nad  given  in  his  testimony.  He  sim- 
ply asks  pay  as  a  witness.  I  will  further  remark, 
that  this  18  the  third  or  fourth  time— -I  think  the 
third'-'that  this  case  has  been  reported  on.  It  was 
reported  upon  favorably  by  the  committee  which 
had  it  in  charge  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress; and  again  at  the  last  session.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  case  minutely,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  in 
my  own  mind,  that  the  claim  ought  to  be  paid. 
He  was  taken,  as  I  remarked,  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  by  order  of  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  was  brought  here,  and  detained 
in  confinement  until  the  case  in  which  his  testi- 
mony was  desirable  was  tr|,ed;  and  upon  being 
discliarged,  he  comes  here  and  asks  the  same  pay 
that  is  allowed  to  any  other  person  under  similar 
circumstances. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  desire  to  know  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  whether  Lewis  aske 
bis  pay  as  a  witness,  and  nothing  else  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Simply  as  a  witness.  He 
brings  no  claim  for  anything  else. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Has  a  report  ever  been  mads 

upon  the  case  ?  , 

Mr.  VENABLE.    It  has  been  reported  on  two 
J  «  three  timee,  and  reported  upon  favorably. 
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Mr.  MILLSON.  I  will  send  to  the  Clerk 'n 
taHle  the  report  upon  thi»  case,  which  was  reod 
last  session.  I  preMime  it  contains  all  the  facts 
in  relation  lo  the  case. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  It  does.  I  ask  that  it  may 
be  read. 

The  report  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  hope  there  will  now  be  no 
objection  to  the  pasMige  or  the  bill.  The  mnn  is 
in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  ou^t  to  have 
his  money.  . 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  want  to  know  upon 
what  rule  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
for  his  rehef  in  oscertoincd  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  The  same  as  that  used  in 
the  courts  for  estiiTwtin,^  the  payment  of  witnesses 
under  similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  My  opinion  is,  from  hearing 
that  report,  thai  the  committee  have  appropriated 
a  sum  sufficiently  lai^e,  and  that  is  all  I  desire. 

Mr.  J.  W.HOWE.  I  would  like  to  know  from 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carotma  if  there  will  be 
any  further  claim  for  interest  on  the  claim? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  The  gentlemen  will  have  to 
ask  the  claimant  himself.  As  1  have  not  seen  him 
I  cannot  answer  the  inquiry. 

rCries  of  "auestion  !"  ••  Question !"] 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  paas. 

6.  J.  PI^DERGRAST. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  House  bill  No.  93,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  G.  J.  Pendergrasi. 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  if  there 
was  a  printed  report  of  the  cose? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  report  had  not  been 
printed. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  I  will  state  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  bill  was  accompanied  with  a  report 
giving  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  case.  Com- 
man(fer  Pender^rast  was  employed  at  the  United 
States  navy-yard  at  Memphis,  where  a  surs^eon  is 
usually  employed,  and  while  on  duty  there  Tie  was 
taken  sick,  and  during  his  sickness  it  became  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  employ  a  physician.  He  did 
so;  and  afterwards  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  have  his  account  allowed.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  referred  the  application  to  Attorney 
General  Toucey,  who  decided  that  he  was  entitled 
to  his  pay,  because  every  officer  of  the  Navy,  as 
well  as  every  seamen,  contributes  a  portion  of  his 
annual  salary  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  medi- 
cal assistance  to  diseased  officers  and  seamen,  and 
because  it  has  been  the  custom  from  time  imme- 
morial on  board  ships  and  at  stations,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  to  allow  these  accounts.  The 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury,  however,  dif- 
fered from  the  Attorney  General,  and  refused  to 
pay  it;  and  there  was  no  alternative  left  but  to 
come  to  Congress  for  relief.  The  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  concurred  with  tlie  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, who  gave  his  opinions  and  reasons  at  length, 
which  were  imhodied  in  our  report,  and  which  I 
regret  has  not  been  printed.  Upon  these  gi'ounds 
I  think  the  bill  is  a  proper  one,  and  ought  to  be 
passed. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  T  desire  to  inquire  of  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  whether 
there  was,  at  that  time,  an  Army  surgeon  at  that 
station  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  There  was  not,  and  it  is 
beauise  there  was  none  tliat  you  are  called  upon  to 
pay  this  claim.  You  will  observe  that,  in  the  esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  navy-yard  at 
Memphis,  an  appropriation  was  always  made  for 
the  pay  of  a  surgeon,  although  there  was  none 
there;  or,  at  least,  there  was  none  up  to  the  time 
to  which  this  claim  relates. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Then  there  was  no  surgeon 
on  duty  at  that  time^ 

Mr.  STANTON.    Theresas  not. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  this  bill  be  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  ths  House,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass.  I  do  it  for  the 
reason  that  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  is  not  speci- 
fied in  the  bill.  I  am  well  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  [Mr.  Staxtok,  of  Tennessee]  is  just  as 
competent  to  ascertain  the  proper  amount  to  be 
given  OS  any  other  gentleman.  I  want  the  com- 
miuses,  when  they  come  here  and  ask  me  to  vote 


money  forany  object,  to  specify  the  amount  which  !|  order  I  will  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  with 
it  is  proposed  to  appropriate. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  reported  that  bill  myself, 
and  its  phraseology  and  provisions  were  made, 
such  as  they  are,  from  the  fact  that  I  was  incapa- 
ble of  determining  the  amount  proper  to  be  inserted. 
I  propose  to  refer  it  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
topay,  notan  exorbitant  sum,  not  what  a  phy- 
sician in  Memphis  thought  proper  to  charge,  but  \\  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaifs,  {Mr.  Stanton,^ 
his  reasonable  expenses  for  necessary  medical, as-  I'  says  that  the  amount  involved  in  this  bill  is  a  tri- 


the  proviso  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  shaU  not 
exr^d  $100. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion  that,  pending  the  nK>tion  to  report  to  the 
House  with  instructions  to  recommit,  the  gentle* 
man's  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    The  honorable  chairman  of 


expenses  lor  necessary 
sistance.  It  is  guarded  in  every  possible  way.  I 
do  not  feel  competent  to  determine  whether*a  phy- 
sician's bill  is  correct  or  not;  but  I  have  referred 
to  the  proper  officer  in  the  Treasury  to  take 
proof  and  determine  whether  it  irf  or  not;  and  I 
think  that  is  the  proper  course. 
.  Mr.  HUNTER.  The  gentleman  from  the  Mem- 
phis district  [Mr.  Stanton]  I  feel  assured  is  just 
as  capable  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  a 
physician's  bill,  os  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
unr;  for  I  am  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  that 
officer  to  know  thnt  he  is  not  a  physician,  but,  like 
my  friend  from  Tennessee,  he  is  a  lawyer;  and  I 
know  of  no  other  officer  in  this  Government,  who 
is  better  qualified  to  ascertain  what  is  the  correct 
amount  of  a  physician's  bill,  than  the  committees 
of  this  House.  We  are  obliged  to  pay  the  money, 
or  to  order  it  to  be  paid;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  as- 
certain the  amount  of  money  which  we  are  to  pay. 
I  know  of  no  mode  of  ascertaining  this^  matter 
unless  we  take  the  physician's  bill,  or  some  phy- 
sician's bill,  or  regulate  the  pay  according  to  the 
amount  which  your  sui^eons  receive,  or  in  some 
such  manner.  I  am  sure  there  is  some  mode  by 
which  the  committee  can  ascertain  the  proper  j 
amount  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOWE.    I  would  inquire  of  the  1 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  when  this  sickness 
occurred  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Some  three  years  ago,  I 
think.  I  remember  the  circumstance  very  well. 
Commodore  Pendergrast  was  attacked  by  a  very 
serious  indisposition,  which  required  the  aid  of 
medical  assistance. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  desired  to  know  if  it  was  in  the 
war  of  1812. > 

Mr.  STANTON.    It  was  not. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  There  seems  lo  be  an  indispo- 
sition to  pass  this  bill,  because  the  amount  to  be 
paid  is  not  specified  in  it.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
test  the  sense  of  the  committee  upon  that  question,  I 
I  will  move  that  the  bill  be  reported  back  to  the 
House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  again 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  is  the  proper  amount  to  be 
appropriated.  I  make  this  motion  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  sense  of  the  committee  upon  the 
question. 

A  Member.  Does  that  motion  take  precedence 
of  the  other  motion  .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  docs. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  desire  to  state  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  amount  involved  in  this  case  is  very 
small,  only,  I  believe,  something  like  from  one  to 
two  hundred  dollars.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
not  recommend  its  reference  again  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  lam  satisfied  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  send  this  bill  back  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs.  As  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stani* on,]  the  amount 
involved  in  the  bill  is  very  small,  and  can  better 
be  determined  at  the  Treasury  Department  than 
in  that  committee.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  I  do  not  feel  mysdf 
competent  to  determine  the  proper  amount  of  a 
physician's  fee.  I  think  the  bill  is  sufficiently 
guarded  in  its  phraseology  to  prevent  anything 
exorbitant  from  being  allowed.  It  provides  that 
the  accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  shall  allow 
what  is  reasonable  and  right,  and  I  am  sure  this 
committee  will  not  hesitate  in  granting  that  to 
Commodore  Pendergrast.  The  Naval  Committee 
have  once  had  it  before  them,  and  1  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  ft-om  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Ficklin]  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  inquire  if 
it  is  in  order  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
motion?  If  it  is,  I  will  move  that  the  bill  be 
reported  to  the  House,  with  the  proviso  that  the 
amount  to  be  paid  shall  not  exceed  $100.  I 
am  willing  to  see  this  matter  disposed  of  in  this 
manner,  but  I  wish  to  establish  a  correct  principle 
in  future,  in  relation  to  this  matter.    If  it  it  in 


says 

Hing  one.  Now,  the  amount  which  be  has  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  in  this  bill  may  be  tri- 
lling, but  does  not  the  honorable  chairman,  and  all 
the  members  of  that  comnaittee,  know  tlie  fact,  that 
I  from  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  the  question  of 
the  sum  to  be  paid  is  left  entirely  open,  and  that 
the  repr'eseniations  which  may  have  been  made  to 
the  committee  does  not  rn  nny  way  bind  the  phv- 
sician  in  tlie  account  which  he  may  present  to  the 
Treasury  in  virtue  of  this  claim  ?  He  may  repre- 
sent before  the  committee  that  $100  or  $150  is  suf- 
ficient, but  when  the  account  comes  to  the  Treas- 
ury he  may  demand  five  times  that  sum. 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me.  This  is  a  case  for  refumiing  the  money  which 
has  been  actually  paid  by  Commodore  Pender- 
grast, anuHjinting,  accor«}in|:  to  my  recollection,  to 
something  less  than  $200,  tor  which  he  has  his  re- 
ceipts. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Thatconsliiutesa  still  stronger 
reason  why  this  bill  should  not  be  passed  without 
ascertaining  the  amount  and  speafying  it  in  the 
bill.     What  are  the  mail  facilities  oetweea  this 
city  and  Memphis,  Tennessee.^    Bat  a  few  days 
will  be  required   to   enable  the  diairman  of  the 
Navul  Committee,  who  represents  so  ablji^ihat 
district,  and  who,  I  believe,  resides  in  the  city  of 
Memphis,  to  receive  the  necessary  infbn^ation  m§ 
to  the  amount  paid  to  the  physician,  and  report  to 
this  House  the  oill,  with  that  amount  incorporated 
in  it.    If  It  has  already  been  settled,  what  is  lo  be 
the  amount?    It  seems  to  me  that  there  can  be  oe 
excuse  for  passing  this  bill  and  leave  it  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  determine  what  sum 
shall  be  paid. 

Mr.  STANTON.  There  can  be  no  difficulty 
in  ascertniningwhat  is  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
the  Treasury  Department.  The  papers  art  now 
in  the  printer's  hands.  The  Na%'y  Department 
made  no  opposition  to  the  application, and  ilie  ac- 
count can  be  settled  much  better  at  the  Treasury 
Department  than  in  the  Noval  Committee.  It  is  • 
simple  matter  to  decide.  I  have,  howerer,  no  eb- 
jection  that  there  should  be  a  proviso  phiced  in  the 
oil]  that  the  amount  appropriated  shall  not  exceed 
$200. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  my 
friend  from  Tennessee  when  this  claim  was  first 
presented  to  Congress.' 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  was  first  presented  at  the 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon  for  the  want 
of  time. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Was  there  a  teport  saade  upon 
it."  • 

Mr.  STANTON.  There  was  do  report  made 
at  the  lost  session. 

It  is  suggested  by  a  friend  near  me,  that  I  should 
withdraw  my  motion  to  refer,  and  substitute  a 
motion  to  insert  a  proviso  limiting  the  asnonnt  te 
be  paid.    I  will  malce  that  motion;  but  I  will  here 
remark,  that  it  is  well  understood  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  that  when  a  proviso  is  in- 
serted in  a  bill  limiting  the  amount  to  be  opprcn 
Eriatcd — for  instance,  if  you  were  to  insert  in  this 
ill  a  proviso  that  the  amount  should  not  exceed 
]^I50,  or  any  given  amount  for  medical  services, 
if  the  physician  has  done  nothing  more  than  dress 
the  sore  toe  of  the  patient— he  will  *;«<^'^*.  tI* 
$150,  or  whatever  sum  may  be  named  in  the  wW. 
So  with  r^ard  to  any  bill:  if  you  insert  a  proviso 
that  the  amotmt  shall  not  exceed  a  certain  given 
sum,  they  always  receive  that  sum.   As  it  i»  sug- 
gested, however,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  » 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Noval  Af- 
fairs, and  move  the  amendment  which  I  '»*''• 
indicated— that  the  amount  shsll  not  exceed  $W 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  renew  the  mouon  first  made 
by  my  friend  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mf^ 
rtcBLiN.]  I  think  this  IS  a  Ud  system  oO^^' 
tion.  I  have  already  seen  its  injurious  •»**^';  ' 
is  throwing  tho  responsibility  off  our  sbouWeni 
and  placing  it  upon  the  shoulaers  of  the  tccou 
ing  officer  of  the  Treasury.  As  b»»  .**••"  ^jj 
embarked,  whenever  there  ia  a  provieo  insen«»» » 
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a  biilt  tiMy  are  certain  to  eome  up  tb  the  maxima m. 
There  may  be  aome  particular  caaes  where  it  is 
veil  emm^h  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Treasury.  There  may  be 
cases  in  which,  while  the  committee  are  aware 
that  aomethin?  is  due,  yet  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  determine  the  amount  without  a  cross  examina- 
tion in  the  case,  ft  is  wdl  in  such  cases  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  authority  to  take  testimony,  so  that  it 
can  examine  witnesses  upon  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  well  as  upon  the  part  of  the  individual. 
But  Id  every  case  where  the  facts  of  the  case  can 
be  fairly  ascertained,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House.  I  think  the  committee 
should  report  the  amount  which  they  believe  to 
be  due,  and  recommend  that  it  be  paid.  It  seems 
that  in  this  case  the  facts  were  known,  but  the 
committee  did  not  take  the  responsibility  of  report- 
ing any  particular  sum  to  the  House.  I  shall  vote 
for  referring  this  bill  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflfairs,  to  ascertain  the  amount  to  be  paid; 
and  we  can  then  judge  of  the  propriety  of  paying 
it. 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOWE,  Some  minutes  since  I 
proposed  to  oAer  an  amendment,  which  was 
ruled  out  of  order  on  the  ground  that  the  gentle- 
man-from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  had  moved  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  committee,  wmch  motion  took 
pre<^ence.  That  gentleman  has,  however,  since 
withdrawn  his  amendment,  I  now  ask  whether 
it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  to  insert  a  proviso 
io  the  bill,  limiting  the  amount  to  $100? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  a  motion  to  recommit  takes  precedence  of 
a  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  HOWE.  But  the  motioiktto  recommit  has 
been  withdrawn. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  was  renewed  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Daniel.] 

Mr.  HOWE.  Then,  of  course,  my  amend- 
ment is  not  in  order. 

The  iraestion  was  then  taken,  and  it  was 
ofdtred  tnat  the  bill  be  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House,  with  instructions  that  it  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs«  to  ascertain 
the  amount  due. 

H4NNAH  SAMPSON. 

The  next  bill  on  the  calendar  was  House  bill 
No.  Hf  being  a  4»ill  fbr  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Sampson. 

The  bill  was  read  throagh  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.GOODENOW.  I  had  the  honor  of  report- 
ing that  bill  to  the  House,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very 
meritorious  one.  Her  husband  was  employeo 
at  the  navy-yard  at  Charleston  in  1815,  and 
continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  that 
yard  until  1845— a  perioa  of  nearly  thirty  years. 
The  evidence  in  the  case  shows  that  he  was  a 
■ober,  industrious,  temperate  man,  frugal  in  his 
habits,  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  his 
doties.  In  the  year  1834,  while  employed  by 
the  Government,  he  received  an  injury  in  one  of 
hit  eyes;  and  subsequently,  in  1845,  in  the  sum- 
mer season,  while  -employed  under  the  direction 
of  the  officers  at  the  navy-^rard,  being  exposed  to 
the  weather  and  sun,  he  received  what,  I  believe, 
ii  called  a  sun-stroke,  the  consequence  of  which 
VBs,  he  becama  totally  blind.  From  that  period 
up  to  July,  1849,  he  remained  in  an  unfortunate 
and  helpless  condition.  In  1847  he  made  appli- 
cation to  Coneress  for  relief,  and  in  the  mouth  of 
January,  184S,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  That  report  was, 
however,  not  acted  upon.  He  continued  to  lineer 
along  in  that  hapless  condition  until  July,  1849, 
when  he  died,  leaving  a  widow  in  deep  distress. 
The  little  money  he  had  accunmilated  by  his  indus 
trvhad  been  expended  during  his  mabilit]^  to 
hbor  and  his  sickness  in  consequence  of  the  injury 
be  had  received.  The  whole  evidence  in  the  case 
■hows  that  he  was  a  sober,  industrious,  honest, 
tod  fiuthful  man.  I  presume  the  records  of  the 
House  will  not  show  a  stronger  case  of  moral 
worth  aad  fidelity  to  duty  than  is  evidenced  in 
the  case  of  this  man. 

Mr.SACKETT,  Will  the  gtotleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr  GOODSyOW,    Certainly. 

Mr.SACKETT.  I  desh>e  to  know  whether 
tlut  man  was  conflected  with  the  military  estab- 
liihiMDt,  or  whether  he  was  a  laborer  employed 
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Mr.  GOODENOW.  He  was  employed  as  a 
day  laborer,  and  received  a  per  diem  compensation ; 
bu^  he  was  employed  during  -the  whole  time  at 
the  navy-yard,  whenever  his  services  were  re- 
quired by  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  SAgKETT.  Although,  Mr.  Chairman, 
this  ease  may  be  one  recommending  itself  very 
strongly  to  the  S3rmpath}es  of  this  House,  and  to 
the  sympathies  of  the  country,  it  would,  I  thinl(, 
open  too  wide  the  doors,  to  begin  to  mnt  a  man 
a  pension  in  cases  of  this  character.  It  seems  that 
the  claimant  was  in  the  employment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment upon  day  wages;  that  he  remained  in 
that  employment  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
his  life;  that  misfortune  overtook  him,  and,  aAer 
a  period  of  suffering  for  two  or  three  years,  he 
died.  Now,  if  we  are  to  grant  a  pension  in  every 
case  of  this  kind,  we  shall  find  tne  calendar  full 
of  such  claims.  Although  this  case  enlists  our 
sympathies  very  strongly,  yet,  it  seems  to  me, 
that  it  will  not  do  for  the  Government  to  under- 
take to  open  its  doors  to  pensioners  of  this  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  say,  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  that  it  is  a  very  peculiar 
case;  and  if  the  granting  of  pensions  were  confined 
to  cases  only  of  this  character,  I  do  not  tliink  it 
would  open  the  door  too  wide.  Here  is  a  man 
who  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  at  a  daily  compensation. 
In  his  old  age  he  was  rendered  perfectly  blind  by 
exposure  in  that  service.  The  nlindness  was  the 
conseouence  of  his  employment  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. Now,  sir,  you  will  find  many  cases  on  record 
where  Congress  has  granted  pensions  to  persons 
overtaken  by  misfortune  while  m  the  public  employ- 
ment,or  in  consequence  of  his  public  enrtployment. 
To  men  whose  arms  have  been  blown  off,  although 
they  were  in  the  temporary  employment  of  the 
Government,  pensions  have  been  granted.  Why 
are  such  eases  as  this  brought  before  CouCTess  ? 
BMause  they  do  not  come  undeif  any  general  law; 
because  the  party  cannot  go  to  the  Navy  or  War 
Department,  or  any  other  Department,  and  daim 
a  pension  under  any  existing  law.  But  certainly^, 
if  there  is  any  case,  outside  of  the  general  law,  m 
which  a  pension  ought  to  be  granted,  it  seema  to 
me  this  is  one. 

Mr.  8ACKETT.  This  case,  if  ii  should  be 
allowed,  is  one  of  a  very  numerous  class  of  cases. 
This  Government  has  constantly  in  its  employ 
upon  wages,  and  ample  and  adequate  compensa- 
tion, a  very  large  number  of  men;  and  if  we  are 
to  begin  to  grailt  pensions  to  those  whom  calami- 
ty overtakes  among  this  immense  number  of  em- 
ployees, I  know  not  where  the  granting  of  pen- 
sions may  end.  Now,  I  do  not  dispute  that  this 
man  may  have  been  overtaken  by  calamity— -I  do 
not  dispute  that  his  widow  may  oe  in  necessitous 
circumstances — but  I  doubt  not  that  there  are 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  other  cases  of. this 
kind  among  those  who  have  been  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Gtovemment  for  the  last  half  century. 
There  is  no  complaint  that  the  compensation  has 
not  been  adequate,  or  that  it  has  not  been  paid. 
There  is  no  complaintof  suffering  other  than  from 
the  calamity  wnich  overtook  him  as  a  citizen 
while  employed  upon  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

There  is  another  consideration  in  reference  to 
this  bill.  It  proposes  to  give  a  pension  for  life  in 
a  case  where,  if  the  individual  had  been  in  the 
regular  military  service  of  the  country,  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  a  pension  for  only  five 
years. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  allowance 
of  this  pension  will  not  form  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent, to  be  followed  in  our  action  hereafter.  This 
claim,  I  well  remember,  was  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  AflVurs,  four  years  ag[0,  and  received 
their  unanimous  approbation.  It  is  a  case  of  pe- 
culiar hardship— a  case  so  peculiar,  that  I  should 
be  perfectly  willing  to  ^rant  a  pension  in  all  qther 
cases  of  similar  hardship  that  may  be  presented. 
While  in  that  service,  he  was  required  to  perform 
varied  duties,  and  he  is  as  meritorious  as  he 
would  have  been  had  he  enlisted  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  affliction 
which  he  suffered  was  as  severe  as  if  it  had  been 
inflicted  upon  him  by  the  public  enemy.  He  was 
required,  accordinjg  to  my  recollection,  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  kbonous  service  of  calking  the  sides 
of  united  States  vessels,  and  while  so  employed— 
although  al  timet  unconscious  of  danger,  and 


perhaps  those  who  oversaw  his  work  were  like- 
wise unconscious  of  danger — lost  his  health  and 
the  use  of  his  eyes.  He  lingered  along  for  years, 
and  four  years  ago  he  made  his  application  for  a 
oension,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  by  them  favorably  reported 
upon,  I  believe,  and  received  the  approbation  of 
the  House.  He  died  without  receiving  any  re- 
lief. His  widow,  in  poverty,  in  afilictioii,  now 
comes  here  and  asks  this  humble  pittance.  It  is 
of  little  consequence  to  us;  it  is  one  of  the  trifles 
in  our  legislation;  but  bo  assured,  sir,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  great  consequence  to  this  poor  woman.  I 
trust  we  will  give  it  our  approbation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  In  all  the  sympathy  which 
the  gentleman  fVom  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Tuck]  has  manifested  for  this  poor  widow,  I 
participate  ^  I  would  that  oitr  ability  were  sufl!- 
cient  to  iustify  us  in  extending  our  sympathies  to 
the  relief  of  alt  the  suflfering  poor  of  the  land.  M^ 
benevolence,  I  hope  and  trust,  is  as  extensive  as  is 
that  of  tlie  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire;  but, 
Mr.  Chairman,  do  wecome  here, are  we  sent  here 
for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  funds  of  the 
Gro  vernment  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  nation  ? 
Is  thai  the  principle  upon  which  we  come  here  as 
American  statesmen — to  look  up  the  poor,  tlie  suf- 
fering poor  throughout  the  land,  and  extend  to 
them  relief  from  the  National  Treasury?  Now, 
sir,  in  all  our  relations  of  private  life,  these  things 
address  themselves  to  our  sympathies,  and  to  the 
best  feelings  of  our  nature.  But  we  come  here, 
sir,  to  do  and  perform  the  stem  duties  of  states- 
men— ^to  legislate  for  the  nation.  Now,  what  is 
the  case  presented  to  the  House?  A  man  and  la- 
borer— and  who  is  as  worthy  as  any  of  us^-^eeks 
employment,  in  the  course  of  his  occupation,  and 

F refers  that  of  the  United  States  to  any  other;  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  every  man  of 
his  profession  in  that  State,  would  have  sought  his 
place,  in  preference  to  that  of  private  employment 
— for  the  Government  is  the  very  best  of  paymas- 
ters. Well,  sir,  we  permitted  him  to  labor  upon 
our  ships  because  he  preferred  it  to  any  other,  and 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  he  was  seized  with 
this  malady,  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
and  he  falls  a  victim  to  it.  Now  suppose  he  had 
been  employed  upon  merchant  vessels  m  that  port, 
and  the  name  malady  had  overtaken  hint,  would 
the  Government  extend  to  him  the  relief  which 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  now  recommend  ? 
I  think  not.  And  let  me  say  here  that  this  subject 
of  private  pen«ons  in  drawing  from  the  Treasuiy 
of  the  United  States  a  support  to  individuals  hat 
^^wntoan  alarming  extent.  Ithifsgoneso  far,  that 
It  seems  to  me  that  limits  should  baset  to  it.  How 
far  does  the  gentleman  intend  to  extend  this  sys- 
tem ?  Will  he  carry  it  to  civil  life  ?  Will  he  carry 
it  into  the  Departments  of  Government,  and  to  the 
men  who  are  employed  there,  and  who  have  grown 
old  and  decreped  in  that  service?  Will  jrou  ex- 
tend to  them  pensions  ?  Will  he  extend  it  to  those 
who  have  served  the  public  here  in  this  House, 
and  have  worn  themselves  out  in  that  service  ? 
Will  you  give  them  pensions?  Will  you  give 
them  all  refief,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury ?  Will  you  carry  it  out  to  the  whole  of  the 
employees  of  Government — to  postmasters,  mail- 
carries,  and  all  others  ?  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no 
disposition  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  upon 
this  occasion.  But  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Tcca,]  that  he  is  mis- 
taken when  he  says  we  can  grant  this  pension  in 
a  passing  moment  of  legislation,  never  to  be  heard 
of  agi|in.  It  is  to  go  down  to  all  coming  time,  as 
a  precedent  to  every  employee  of  Government, 
who  falls  a  victim  to  any  malady,  contracted  while 
in  the  service  of  the  Government.  This  fact  I. 
would  impress  upon  the  House,  that  we  are  le^s- 
lating  here  for  ajl  coming  time,  and  establishing 
precedents,  from  which  we  cannot  hereafter  de- 
part. When  we  once  establish  a  precedent,  other 
employees  will  come  in  and  seize  upon  it,  to  sup- 
port similar  claims.  It  is  against  the  establish- 
ment of  this  precedent  that  1  contend,  and  against 
which  I  protest. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  do  not  desire  io  discuss  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs.  I  should  not  have 
had  reason  to  say  one  single  word  in  relation  to 
it  but  from  the  fact  that  it  is  reported  from  a  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  that  my 
silence  might  seem  to  commit  me  to  this  partieu« 
lar  bill  and  to  the  principles  inrolved  in  it.    I 
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tli^refore  desire  to  «ay  to  the  coraiviiuee,  that  if 
the  statement  of  the  facts,  upon  which  this  bill 
rests,  is  a  correct  statement,  1  have  not  given  my 
consent  to  it,  and  I  am  'opposed  to  it.  I  do  not 
tliink  I  was  present  when  this  bill  was  submitted 
to  the  committee.  I  am  very  sure  that  if  the 
facts  which  have  been  detailed,  arc  the  facts  upon 
which  this  bill  rests,  they  never  came  to  my  at- 
tention. I  agree  with  the  gentlemen  who  nave 
already  spoken  upon  this  bill,  that  not  onJy  is  this 
particular  case  wrong  in  itself — having  no  partic- 
ular merit — but  that  it  establishes  a  bad  and  dan« 
gerous  precedent,  the  extent  of  which,  and  the 
effect  or  whicli,  upon  the  future  legislatioti  of  the 
country  we  cannot  foresee.  To  establish  the 
principle  of  pensioning  a  man  for  life,  simply  be- 
cause ne  was  in  the  public  employment — simply 
because  he  was  denviug  a  sum  of  money  for 
worlcing  for  the  public — not  in  war,  not  in  any 
eniragemeot--«triKes-  my  mind  as  dangerous  and 
odious,  and  I  shall  record  my  vole  against  it,  and 
my  voice  will  always  be  raised  against  any  such 
bill. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  1  move  that  it  be  reported 
to  the  House,  with  tX\e  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pass. 

Mr.  GOODENO W.  1  can  hardly  comprehend 
that  kind  of  economy  which  seems  to  break  forth 
upon  a  private  claim,  that  comes  before  this 
House  for  the  benefit  of  a  meritorious  individual, 
and  at  the  same  time  measures  which  involve 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  pass 
with  very  little  debate  or  objection.  1  am  as 
much  in  favor  of  economy  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  and  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote 
an  economical  and  just  administration  of  the 
funds  of  the  Government;  but  I  am  surprised  that 
gentlemen  should  rise  up  in  opposition  to  this  bill, 
which  only  proposes  to  relieve  the*  widow  of 
an  individual  who  devoted  the  greatest  portion 
of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  service  of  this  Gk>vemment, 
and  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  the 
same  compensation  that  any  individual,  who  has 
been  employed  under  like  circumstances,  is  en- 
titled to  receive.    It  may  be  true-*— 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  (interposing.)  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  honorable  merober  who  advocates 
this  bill,  I  would  inquire  if  he  is  in  favor  of  pen- 
sioning those  ii|dividuali  in  this  District  who  nave 
held  civil  office  under  this  Government  for  life, 
and  of  pensioning  their  widows,  their  husbands 
dying  poor,  and  leaving  nothing  with  which  to 
support  thera  ? 

Mr.  GrOODENOW.  When  such  a  cose  pre- 
sents Ksef  to  th^House  1  will  decide  upon  its  par- 
ticular merits. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  It  is  the  same  principle  en- 
tirely. 

Alr.GOODENOW.  I  maintain  it  is  not  the 
same  principle.  Here  was  a  man  employed  in  a 
navy-yard,  and  continued  to  be  emplojed  tliere 
for  a  series  of  years,  receiving  a  per  diem  com- 
pensation, and,  as  the  facts  show,  his  services 
were  required  by  the  commanding  offiber  of  the 
yard  at  tne  time  he  received  his  injury.  I  sav, 
that  when  his  services  were  being  rendered  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Government  and  he  received  an  in- 
jury, it  should  entitle  hinS,  and  he  should  receive, 
a  compensation  by  way  of  pension;  and  it  is  no 
more  than  right  and  just  that  his  widow  should 
receive  the  same  compensation  fVom  Congress  for 
those  services  thus  rendered.  I  do  not  under- 
stand, Mr.  Chairman,  why  it  is  that  gentlemen 
rise  up  on  all  hands  and  declars  that  this  is  estab- 
lishing a  dangerous  precedent.  I  do  not  under- 
stand why  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ghn- 
mNos]  is  so  stringent  in  his  objections  to  this  bill. 
t  hope,  thra,  this  House  will  ^ve  this  bill  favor- 
able consideration.  I  believe  it  is  just  and  right, 
and  that  it  commends  itself  to  our  consciences, 

I  have  no  fear  of  precedents.  Every  case  brought 
before  this  House  will  be  adjusted  upon  its  pecu- 
liar merits;  and  if  we  pass  this  bill  without  prece- 
dent, so  much  the  better.  We  are  disposed  <o  do 
justice,  and  individually  we  are  acting  acoonUng 
to  the  best  dictates  of  our  nature.  We  are  trying 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  widow  of  one  who 
suffered  in  the  employment  of  the  Gt>yernment.  I 
hope  this  House  will  not  agree  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Vii^ia^  [Mr. 
McMuLLiv,]  and  that  it  will  do  justice  to  that 
widow,  by  reporting  this  bill  to  the  House  with  a 
reconomtndation  that  it  do  pass. 
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Mr.  JOHl^  W.  HOWE.  I  hope  the  commit- 
tee will  take  a  vote  upon  this  bill  immediately,  and 
that  they  will  send  it  to  the  House,  with  a  recc^n- 
mendatton  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  DANi£lLfS.  I  am  not  prepared  to  intro- 
duce into  this  country  a  system  of  civij. pensions. 
I  hope,  sir,  such  a  system  will  never  oe  intro- 
duced here.  We  know  the  extent  to  which  that 
system  has  been  carried  in  Great  BHuiin.  If  it 
gets  a  foothold  here,  we  know  not  how  far  it  may 
be  carried.  It  is  true  this  bill  presents  an  isolated 
case,  but  it  may  be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  pre 
rise  to  similar  bills  hereafter,  and  draw  after  them 
others,  and  thus  pave  the  way  for  a  system  of 
civil  pensions.  1  am  not  aware  that  any  case,  in 
principle  like  this,  has  before  been  established  as 
a  precedent,  and  1  would  not  lend  my  sanction  to 
make  this  oue  a  precedent.  I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail. 

The  question  Was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  McMuLLiN,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  the  bill  be  reported  back 
to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  tliat  it  do 
not  pass. 

Mr.  1NGER80LL.  I  move  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  upon  which  motion  tellers  were  demanded 
and  ordered,  and  Massrs.  Fowlkr  and  Million 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  56,  noes  73. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

HEIRS  OF  JOHN  JACKSON. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  bill  95»  reported 
by  Mr.  Tuck,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 
Jackson,  deceased,  came  up  next  in  order. 

Mr.  C  ARTTER.    Read  the  report. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    There  is  no  report. 

Mr.  TUCK.  There  was  a  rmort  made  upon 
this  claim  by  the  committee,  but  i  suppose  it  has 
gone  into  the  han^  of  the  printer,  it  has  been 
favorably  reported  upon  seYeral  times  before. 
The  bill  only  proposes  to  carry  out  the  pledge  of 
John  Paul  Jones,  and  to  carry  into  execution  the 
action  of  the  Continental  Congress  upon  that 
pledge,  which  took  place  upon  the  d8tn  of  S^ 
tember,  1785.  This  man,  John  Jackson,  was 
compelled  by  John  Paul  Jones,  when  he  was  oflf 
the  coast  of  Eneland,  in  1779,  and  just  before  his 
engagement  with  the  Serapis,  to  act  as  pilot.  He 
was  an  Englishman,  and  on  board  of  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  durine  that  severe  conflict,  in 
which  he  lost  ^n  arm.  John  Paul  Jones  then  gave 
him  one  hundred  ducats,  €uid  a  written  stipiuation 
on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  Col- 
onies, that  heshoukl  have  the  pension  of  a  privails 
for  life.  That  certificate  was  forwarded  to  Paris, 
whereit  was  recofrnized  and  approved  by  Mr.  Jefier- 
sqn  and  Doctor  Franklin.  Tnis  stipulation, certi- 
fied b.y  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jefferson ,  was  sent 
home  to  the  Gh>vemment,  and  acted  upon  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  who  passed  the  resolution 
which  this  act  proposes  to  carry  out.    These  pa- 

Eers  have  been  lost.  John  Jackson  lived  in  En^- 
md  until  1815,  when  he  died.  His  son  came  here 
te  this  city  to  collect  this  pension,  but  the  papers 
could  not  be  found.  He  entered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  but  a  few  years  since  died. 
His  widow  and  his  son,  now  a  small  boy,  reside 
at  present  at  the  navy-yard.  She  asks  for  the  pas- 
sage ef  this  act. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  am  nof  disposed  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  this  matter,  but 
this  is  an  old,  stale  claim, to  which  I  plead  the  statute 
of  limitation,  and  ask  that  it  be  laid  aside,  with  a 
recommendation  to  tlie  House  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  motion 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  Then  I  nudce  that  motion. 
Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  prompt  and  faithfUl 
attention  to  the  bills  on  the  calendar,  but  I  am  op- 
posed to  acting  and  voting  in  the  dar]^.  We  have 
no  report  before  us  upon  uiis  ease.  It  is  impossible 
that  we  can  act  understandingly  upon  it  without  a 
report.  The  developments  brought  out,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  case  last  disposea  of,  ought  to  teach 
us  the  necessity,  not  only  of  having  the  report 
before  us  in  every  case,  but  of  investigating  that 
rMort  closely. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  not  in  order 
psnding  the  motion  to  rise. 

Mr.  C ARTTER  dtmaBded  t«il«rs|  which  ir«m 
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ordered,   and    Messrs.  Fowlbr  and   Mnxtvw 
were  appointed. 

The  question  being  pttt,  the  tellers  reported 
there  were  in  tlie  affirmative*— eyes  79,  noes  5fL 

So  tlie  committee  acoordingi}r  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  cSiair,  the  chaimian 
ot  the  committee  reported,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  had  had  under  consideration  in 
the  private  calendar,  bills  Nos.  88, 89,  90, 91 ,  and 
9d,and  recommend  that -they  do  pass;  also,  biU  Nd. 
93,  which  they  recommeno  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiatrs,  to  inquire  iuu>  the 
particular  amount  of  the  claim ;  also,  bill  94,  which 
they  recommend  do  not  pass.  • 

ADJoyRNHENTTILL   MOKDAr. 

Mr.  BISSEXX.  moved,  that  when  the  House 
adjourn  to-day,  it  be  till  twelve  o'clock  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  caHed  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which 'were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  moved  the  House  atyouro^ 
which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  fuggest  that  we  take  a  Totcr 
imon  the  entire  report  of  the  Committet  of  th» 
Whole  House,  except  in  oases  where  gendemep 
may  desire  a  separate  vote  to  be  takea.  I  move 
we  take  the  vote  upon  sustaining  the  whole  rec- 
ommendations of  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  bedoneoBly  hy 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.    lob^ttoit. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  if  ^faere  was  no  Ab- 
jection the  vote  would  be  taken  upon  the  engroee 
ment  and  ordering  to  a  third  reading  of  lul  the 
bills  recommend^  for  pasaage  by  the  Conauttee 
of  the  Whole  House  at  once,  viz: 

No.  88,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^Wm,  Greer. 

No.  89,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Williams,  Sta- 
ples 4b  WUhams. 

No.  90,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Foiigcisoiii, 
surviving  partner  of  Furguson  &  Milhado. 

No.  4,  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay  ment  of  imereet 
to  the  State  of  New  munpshire  for  adranoes 
made  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  is  repelling 
invasion  and  suppressing  insurreetioo  et  iiMiiao 
Stream  in  said  State. 

No.  91,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  exeeotors 
and  heirs  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  deceased. 

No.  9fi«  a  biH  for  the  relief  of  James  Lewis. 

The  question  being  put,  the  above-named  hjUe 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  having  been  engiDSsed,  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  HART  asked  the  unanimous  consem  of 
the  House  to  grant  him  leave  to  withdraw  the  pe- 
tition and  papers  of  Bates  &  Lacon,with  the  -view 
of  having  them  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Objected  to. 

Mr.  WALSH  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  he  had 
given  previous  notice. 

Objected  to. 

Mr.  McMULLIN  moved  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

J.  O.  PBNDBRGRASt. 

The  next  question  was  on concurrinein  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  G.  Pendergrast  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflhirs, 
with  instructions  to  ascertain  and  insert  in  the  biB 
the  amount  of  appropriation  necessary. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  that 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  there  was  no  ob- 
jection to  the  priin;ip1e  of  this  bHl;  and  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfiea  that  it  is  entirely  uselMs  to  send 
it  back  to  the  Committee  on  Na^d  Affairs.  The 
amount  of  this  little  apcount,  as  I  learn  since  from 
the  papers,  which  I  thought  were  in  the  printer's 
hands,  is  $260.  The  petitioner,  J.  Q.  Pender- 
grast, is  probably  known  to  many  gentlemen  here 
as  an  indmdual  who  would  not  mipose  upon  the 
G^oremment  under  anv  circnmstances,  especidly 
in  the  trifling  amofint  or  a  doctor's  bill.  Tlie  legal 
proof  was  not  before  the  committee,  and  f  sup- 
pose if  it  goes  to  the  eommittee  in  order  tliat  they 
may  ascertain  the  cunount  of  the  doctor's  biU,  they 
will  have  to  take  depositions,  or  such  proof  as  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  in  the  habit 
of  taking  when  they  pay  accounts  of  this  kind, 
under  the  some  ciroumsta^iesm  I  say  ihM^  in  or- 
der to  do  justice  and  protsct  th«  Qovmnmetn^  if 
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ifl  entirelv  unoecessary  to  aetid  this  little  matter 
back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  1  trust  the  recommendation  i3f 
the  committee  wifl  be  earned  otit,  because  I  think 
this  mode  of  legislating  is  based  ucon  highly  im- 
proper and  incorrect  principles*  Now,  I  do  not 
loMod  to  eaat  aav  impiHatio»fl  upon  this  gentle- 
man. Far  be  it  nrofn  me  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  him,  if  his  character  is  perfectly  proof  a^inst 
any  imposition.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to  legislate 
ia  this  way.  1  think  afvery  case  which  comes  be- 
fore us  ought  to  be  brought  up  to  the  same  stand- 
ard; and  erery  demand  ought  to  be  proved  accord- 
tag  bo  rules  whirii  will  giiapd  the  Treasury  against 
inmnition.  If  we  take  the  say-so  in  this  indirid- 
tia]  case  of  a  man  free  fh>m  suspicion,  we  will  so 
a  little  further,  and  aiUr  a  little  while  we  will  take 
the'sUtomeiMa  «f  somebody  else,  permit  them  to 
make  their  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  and  we 
▼iH  paywhat  tbey  demand. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  gentleman  is  proceed- 
ing upon  the  supposition  that  we  require  the 
House  to  take  the  say-so  of  this  gentleman,  be- 
eaosc  he  id  respectable,  and  free  from  suspicion. 
I  have  not  asked  the  House  to  do  any  such  thing. 
1  hare  only  asked  them  to  refer  ihis  matter  to  the 
officers  of  tho  Treamiry,  who  will  proceed  only 
upon  ronilar  proof. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  It  ia  much  safer,  as  a  general 
role,  for  committees;  when  they  can  ascertau)  the 
sflKHrnt  they  propose  to  appropriate  from  the 
Treasury,  to  ascertain  it,  and  recommend  that  the 
amount  be  paid.  The  objection  I  made  is  not 
answered  at  ail.  I  trust  the  motion  will  pre- 
tail. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  belieTe  there  win  seriotm 
objection  to  this  hHl  upon  two  groundir,  oitd  the 
Uurd  one  |^as  preecntea  itsalf  now,  since  this  bill 
has  got  b^ck  into  the  House.  One  objection 
vas---Aod  it  was  an  o^ecdon  of  principle— 4hat 
the  UO  did  not  settle  the  asBoam  to  be  paid,  h 
vas  thought  by  many  that  it  was  the  only  correct 
prinoii^e,  that  tb^  committee  should  ascertain  the 
8nio«Bt«Dd  make  the-vecommendatEon.  I  have 
not  heaid  the  chainBaa  of  that  committee,  or*any 
other  itmknMUi  upon  that  committee,  etxpreas 
eren  aa  opinion  in  relation  to  any  amount,  or  that 

anyttung  was  due,  further  than  to  recommend 

the^ammgt  of  the- bill.'  Another  objectioB  was, 
that  there  m  no  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  It 
was  tfaovgtit  that  the  amount  was  between  one 
hundred  and  two  hundred  doRars.  It  seems, 
noce  we  have  got  back  to  the  House,  thai  it  has 
increased  to  between  two  and  three  hundred  dol- 
lar. If  we  allow  this  bill  to  go  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  J>efore  the  amount  is  ascertaineo, 
and  it  keeps  mcreasing  in  that  ratio,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  amount  will  be.^  I  hope  «ihat  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  wilt  be  complied 
vith,  and  the  bill  be  sent  back  to  tJie  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  for  them  to  obtain  such  proof 
ti  will  satisfy  them  in  relation  to  the  eqmty  of 
the  claim  and  the  amount  due.  Let  them  fix 
6pon  the  amount,  put  it  into  the  bill,  and  report 
nich  a  state  of  facts  as  will  satisfy  the  House  that 
the  claim  ought  to  be  paid.  Then  I  will  be  in 
ftTor  of  it.  I  more  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with  instruc- 
tions to  ascertain  and  place  in  the  bill  the  amount 
to  be  paid;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  waa  agreed 
to.  I 

So  the  bin  was  reoommittMl  to  t})p  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  with  instructions. 
.  The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  No.  94,  for  the  re- 
liefof  Hhnnah  Sampson,  was  reported  bv  the 
comouttee  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenaation 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  BTTEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  tlie 
preriotts  question,  and^  I  move  that  we  concur 
vhh  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  ihove  to  lay 
the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  wan  put,  and  the  motion  was 
ipwdto. 

Mr.MILLSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  bffl  No.  89,  for  the  rrfief  of  Wlltiams, 
Staplet-ft  WnUamt,  was  passed,  and  to  lay 
|WiA«Hon  to  reconsfder  upon  the  table;  which 
Atttr  motion  was  agreod  to. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  SWEETSER, 
The  House  tnen  adjourned. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  DAVtS,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  of  Mji  intention  to 
introduee  a  Ml  granting  a  anantity  of  the  poMic  lands  fbr 
the  toptovmMM  oftlie  nsvigatlon  of  the  rlwr  Wabaah. 

PE'HTIONS,  h,e* 

The  Mtowing  petitiotw,  meroorhila,  he.,  were  fMreaented 
under  tbe  rule,  and' referred  to  the  appropriate  eomaiitteea : 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY  :  The  memorial  of  BartAoloroew fiaM- 
win,  Jainea  R.  Clewet,  A.  Ferret,  and  Pierre,  Benjamin, 
and  Julian  Gerralfi,  a«lcing  for  compensation  for  injarie«  re- 
ceivod  by  being  driven  from  the  MiUtnnr  Reserve  «i  Fort 
SnelHng  by  the  United  States  troops  in  the  rear  1H40. 

BjM.  PH£LPS:  Tlie  memorial  ofM.  M.  Marmaduke 
and  others,  for  pay  ibr  property  stolen  from  them  by  the 
ladiaua. 

AlMt,  the  petition  of  W.  B.  B<I wards,  praying  fbr  an 
invalid  pension,  heretofore  presemed. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine:  The  men^rial  of  D."  W. 
Dinsmore  and  ethers,  praying  Oom^ss  to  estaUJbrii  a  whittle 
or  A)g  bell  at  Petit  Mtooan  light  hotne,  at  the  entrance  of 
Narragungers  bav.  oti  tli«  coast  of  Maine. 

By  Mr.  PLORENCfi :  The  petition  of  Moses  M.  Rus- 
sell, of  Philadplphia,  praying  for  an  tncrease  of  pension  to 
the  hite  Mrs.  Esther  Russell,  widonrof  Vr.  PhtUp  M.  ROs- 
sell,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  HOUSTON :  The  peUtion  of  William  Nelson,  of 
Morgan  county,  Atabama,  praying  to  be  aHowcd  to  change 
aa  ermnemis  entry  of  public  latid  j^trrereln  set  fnrtfk 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenaesfoe :  The  peiHion  of  the  beira 
of  Or.  Samuel  Kennedy,  prayliif  compensation  for  aervices 
during  the  revolutionary  war. 


IN  BENATE. 

MoNDAT,  January  19, 1852.. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Moroan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUmCA|TIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  ^o  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  acts  ap- 
proved April  20,  1818,  and  August  26,  1842,  and 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representativea  of 
13ih  January,  1846,  a  list  of  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  that  Department  other  than 
officers  of  the  Army,  dtuin^r  the  year  1851. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Qrdtrei,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lafiipore  also  laid  before 
the  Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  approved  April  3d, 
1794,  eontainin^  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of 
the  natioiial  armories,  and  of  the  numbw  of  arms 
and  appendages  made  and  repaired  theretu  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  SOth  June,  1651. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
OrHtreJi^  That  it  lie  oo  the  table  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Oregon  Territory,  praying  the  removal  of  the 
port  of  entry  from  Fort  Nesqually  to  Sleetacoour 
City,  and  the  estabKshment  of  a  mail  i>6ute  fh>m 
San  Francnco  to  the  head  of  Puget's  Sound; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ellizabeth  Parsons,  widow 
of  James  Parsons,  praying  compensation  for  ex- 
tra services  performed  by  ner  late  husband  while 
employed  st  the  Penitei^tiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  referr^  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  petition  of  Warren 
Young,  praying  that  the  laws  may  be  no  amended 
that  the  executors  and  administrators  of  those 
holding  land  warrants  may  locate  those  warrants; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  f^etition  of  citizens 
of  Dunlevy,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  public  lands 
may  be  cycled  to  tne  States  for  the  purposes  of 
s^tiement;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  Public  Land^ 

Mr.  FISH.  I  present  the  memorial  of  theNew 
York  State  Colonization  $ociety,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  line  of  mail  steamer*  to  the  west- 
em  coast  of  Africa. 

The  memorial  states  that  a  very  large  trade  is 
now  being  carried  on  by  Great  .Britain  with  that 
coast,  amounting  to  some  twenty -five  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  and  it  is  calculated  that  England 
has  already  received  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  gold  from  that  coast.  They  also  urge  that 
the  establishment  of  this  line  would  tend  greatly 
to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  and*  render  unneces- 
sary Uie  present  squadron  which  thisGkivemment 


maintains  on  that  coast.  1  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to« 

Mr  GEY  BR  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Thompson, 
deceas^,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  tiUe  to 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  which 
was  refWred  to  the  Committee  oh  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  administrator  of 
George  G.  Aiford,  praying  tlie  appoitUment  iff 
a  tribunal  to  i^view  tne  decisions  of  tne  late  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  settling  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  Mexico;  which  was  reftrred  fo 
the  Committee  on  Foreis^n  Relations. 

Also,  ili_e  memorial  of  the  City  Council  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  praying  the  reimbursement  of 
money  expended  in  prosecuting  work  commenced' 
hy  the  United  Stales  for  the  improvement  of  the 
nver  and  harbor  at  that  place;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  ob  Commerce. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  of  A.  An- 
oerson  and  others,  cidzens  of  tne  United  States, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Nfichigan  to  the  Pacific^under  the  direction  of  the 
General  Government;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  three  petitions  of  citizert;i  of  minois,  pray- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  a  grant  of  public  land  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Shawneetowo 
to  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  the  city  of  St. 
Louis;  which  was  referreo  ,to  the  Comnuttee  oii 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Henry  H.  Sibley,  fbr 
<md  in  behalfof  the  people  of  Minnesota  Territory, 
praying  a  grant  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  the  western  extremity  of  said  Terri- 
tory to  the  Mississippi  river,  with  a  branch  to  St. 
Paul  in  said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  Island  of  Martinicus,  on  the  coast  of 
Maine,  praying  the  transfer  of  that  Island  from 
the  Penobscot  collection  district  to  the  district  of 
Waldeboro',  in  the  State  of  Maine;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
William  W.  Sale  and  others,  praying  an  amend- 
ment of  the  patent  laws;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 
.  Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  John  M. 
Beynolds,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  losses 
sustained  in  consequence  of  a  change  in  his  con- 
tract for  building  a  light-house  on  Beaver  Island, 
in  Lake  Michigan ;  which  was  referred  to  die  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  ettizens  of  Pennsylvania, 

Erayinjg  a  modification  of  the  late  bounty  land 
iw;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comn^itteeon  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Cambridge,  Massachuaetts,  praying  that  the  bill 
giving  further  remedies  to  patentees  may  become 
a  law. 
Ortfcrad,  That  it  lie  un  the  taMa. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  present  also  the  petition  of 
Robert  M.  Lee,  and  other  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  which  they  represent  that  the  bounty  land 
law  ipakes  an  unequal  provision  for  the  benefit  of 
certain  soldiers.  In  otner  words,  that  the  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812  are  not  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  the  soldiere  who  served  in  the  Mex- 
ican war.  They  ask  that  that  bounty  land  law 
may  be  so  modified  aa  to  place  those  soldiers  on  a 
footing  of  equahty  with  those  who  served  in  the 
Mexican  -war  by  granting  them  a  larger  atiaittit|r 
of  land  than  they  have  received.  As  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  is  already  before  the  Senate^ 
I  move  that,  without  reading,  the  petition  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  TeiHiesaee,  pi^eitted  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  Tennessee,  praying  that  the  ex- 
cMmses  ineurred  by  American  eontributors  to  the 
World's  Fair  at  London,  may  be  defrayed  by 
Congvess;  which  waa  referred  to  the  CooNnittee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  petition  of  otti- 
zans  of  Phihidelphia,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  late  bouncy  hmd  Jaw. 

€MtUy  TbatitUaonlbetaMe. 

Mr.  PELCH  presented  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  in  re- 
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Ntion  to  the  land  claims  ef  Joseph  Sansfacon  and 
others;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
ventors, praying  that  the  Patent  Office  building 
may  be  completed  according  to  the  original  design, 
and  kept  exclusively  for  the  transaction  of  the 
business  of  that' office;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office, 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  have  a  memorial  in  my 
hand  which  strikes  me  as  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance. It  is  from  Jonas  P.  Levy.  It  seems 
from  his  memorial  that  he  was  a  merchant  doing 
business  in  Mexico,  on  whose  property  spoliations 
were  perpetrated.  His  case  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  adju- 
dication of  such  claims.  He  complains  that  that 
Board  did  not  do  hiln  justice;  besides  that,  he  says 
they  have  lost  his  papers,  and  he  prays  that  Con- 
gress will  ^rant  him  relief.  The  importance  of 
this  memorial  would  seem  to  justify  a  Uttle  more* 
attention  than  is  generally  paid  to  such  things  when 
they  are  referred  to  the  ordinary  committees  of 
the  Senate.  ( therefore  m6ve  that  a  special  com- 
mittee be  appointed  on  this  memorial,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  believe  occasions  are  very 
rare  when  the  Senate  creates  special  committees* 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  petition  ought  to  go  prop- 
erly to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  and 
I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  bei off  a  standing 
committee,  the  latter  motion  will  be  nrst  put. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Several  memorials  of  the  same 
kind  have  been  presented  by  myself  and  others, 
which  have  been  laid  upon  the  table.  I  think  this 
is  a  very  important  matter.  I  would  like  some 
time  to  consider  whether  it  is  proper  to  refer  these 
memorials  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
The  general  impression  has  been  that  they  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  These  me- 
morials are  very  similar  in  some  respects  to  those 
on  the  subject  of  French  spoliations,  which  have 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee.  I  have  some 
other  menAorials  to  present  on  this  subject;  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  this  memorial  will  be  laid  upon  the 
table  fur  the  present  until  the  others  can  be  offered. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  willing  to  accommodate 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  move  that  the  memorial  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Or^ffrerf,  That  the  documents  on  the  tllet  of  the  Senate. 
In  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
JEucu9  Mftckay  to  a  pension,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BORLAND,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Mark  Bean  and  Richard 
H.  Bean,  on  the  files  of  tlie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  citizens  of  Michigan,  on 
the  (lies  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  adjustment  of  private 
land  claims  in  that  State,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate, 

relating  to  the  claim  of  Ebenezer  Dnmont,  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Thomas  H.  McManus, 

OB  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Conunitteo  on 

Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  M. 
Boots,  asking  compensation  for  clerical  services, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  lands  in 
Alabama;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

He  also,  fVom  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  in  relation  to  a  certain  lot  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Gnadenhutten,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  reporied  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  fronj  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  £Uz« 


abeth  Munroe,  praying  a  pension,  reported  a  bill; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also  presented  a  report  on  the  above  peti- 
tion; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  r  eferred  the  petitions  of  Sarah  Bennett  and  of 
Thomas  Flannagan,  praying  to  be  ollowod  pen- 
sions, reported  adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Conunittee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  roetfiorial  of 
Mary  W.  Thompson,  reported  a  bill  for  her  re- 
lief; which  was  r«ul  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

He  also  presented  a  report  on  the  above  me- 
morial; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled ^*  An  actdlo  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas- 
light Company, "approved  July  8,  1848. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GWlN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  release  the  bonds  given 
for  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in 
California,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  ap- 
proved April  20, 1818,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition 
to  the  *Act  for  tlie  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,'  and  to  repeal  tlie  acts 
therein  mentioned." 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  GWIN,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  refund  to 
the  State  of  California  the  expenses  incurred  in 
suppressing  Indian  aggressions  m  that  State;  which 
was  read  a  first  ana  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  cdntract  for 
carrying  the  mails  between  Jersey  City,  State  of 
New  Jersey,  and  port.of  New  York,  and  Golway, 
in  Ireland;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WADE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  tlie 
due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in 
the  State  of  Ohio;"  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  aCTeeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
authorize  Jacob  Banta  to  locate  two  revolutionary 
bounty  land  certificates;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pubuc  Lands. 

NON-INTERV  ENTION. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  joint  resolu- 
tions reaffirming  the  doctrine  of  non-mtervention; 
which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

JOINT  RKS0LDTION8. 

RetoUed  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepretefUntivee  of 
the  Uniied  Stales  of  •America  in  Congre— auemhled,  Titat 
Congretb  recognises  and  reafllmifl  these  truths,  **  That  cov- 

*  enimROta  are  instituted  ajuons  men  to  secure  the  inalien^ 
(  able  rights  of  lift,  liberty,  and  the  pumuit  of  happiness, 

*  deriving  their  Just  )K)wer8  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 

*  emed :  That  whenever  anr  form  of  government  becomes 
'  de«tnictive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 

*  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  oew  govemmeot, 
'  laying  its  foundation  upon  such  princl^cs  and  orgnidxing 
'  its  powers  in  such  form  as  to  them  shall  serm  most  likely 
<  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness." 

Reeohted,  Ttiat  while  we  claim  for  ourselvM  these  com< 
preliensive  rights  of  self-government,  and  also  as  a  conse* 
quence  of  sovereignty,  the  right  to  be  exempt  from  the  co- 
ercion, control,  or  interference  of  others  in  die  management 
of  our  internal  aflkirs,  we  concede  to  others  the  same 
measure  of  right — the*same  unqaallfiod  independence. 

Reeolved,  That  it  is  upon  the  sacred  arinciple  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignty  that  we  recognise,  in  our  intercourse 
with  other  nations,  governments  de  ftuio,  without  inquir- 
ing by  what  means  they  have  bc^n  established,  or  in  what 
manner  they  eiercise  their  powers. 

Reeolped,  That  this  Government  has  solemnly  adopted, 
and  will  perseverlnglv  adhere  to,  as  a  principle  of  intoma- 
tlonal  actton,  the  advice  given  bf  Woaoisgioo  in  bis  Fare* 


well  Address :  **  Observe  good  faith  and  Justice  towaida  all 
'nations.  Cultivate  peace  and  liahnony  with  an."  *<GtTeto 

*  mankind  the  magnanimous  and  too  novel  an  example  ot'i 

*  people  always  guided  by  an  exalted  justice  and  benevo- 

*  lence."  "  SyroiNahytbr  aiavnrite  nation  betrajrs  itaeirinto 

*  a  participation  into  tbo  quarrels  and  wars  of  anodier,  writk- 

*  out  adequate  inducement  or  Justification*"    "  Against  lb« 

*  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influence,  the  iealousy  of  a  frre 
'  people  ought  to  be  conirtantly  awake,  for  foreign  inAQeace 

*  is  the  most  baneAiI  foe  of  repuUicaa  governments."  **  The 

*  true  rule  or  conduct  for  us  in  regard  to  fiweign  oatimM,  w 

*  in  extending  our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them 

<  as  little  political  connection  as  possible."  **  Why  quitoer 

*  own  to  stand  upon  foreign  around  f    ^b^i  by  iuterw«av- 

<  ing  our  destiny  with  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entanglt 

<  our  peace  and  prosperity  in  thetoth  of  Europeao  amtiitioa, 

<  rivalship,  interest,  humor,  or  caprice." 

Reached,  That  while  we  cherish  the  liveliest  wympeUbj 
towards  all  who  strive  for  freedom  of  opiOion  and  for  fret 
institutions,  yet  we  recognize  our  true  policy  in  the  crest 
Amdamental  principles  ^ven  to  us  by  JeiTersoa  :  "  ^|ual 

<  and  exact  Justice  to  all  men,  of  whatever  State  or  pcmaa- 

*  sion — reU^otts  or  political — peace,  commerce,  and  honest 

*  friendship  with  all  nations,  entaogling  aUiances    Willi 
*none." 

Resolved,  That  although  we  adhere  to  these  esaentisl 
princii^es  of  non-intervention  as  forming  the  true  and  last- 
ing fouiidatioh  of  our  prosperity  and. hairiness,  yet  vrben- 
ever  a  prudent  foresight  shall  warn  us  tliat  our  own  libcrdds 
and  institutions  are  threatened,  then  a  Just  regard  to  oturosn 
safety  will  require  us  ta  advance  to  the  conflict  ratber  Uiaa 
await  the  approach  of  the  foes  of  constitutional  freedom  and 
of  human  liberty. 

On  inotion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

SPIRIT  RATION  IN  THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  re«<^u-. 
tion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfkira  be 
directed  tu  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolisbinf  the 
spirtt  ration  in  the  Navy  of  the  Ignited  States,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  of  Increasing  (be  monthly  pay  of  all  tbe  enlisted 
men  in  this  service. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEE  CLERK. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  submitted  thefoHowio^  res- 
olution for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflMbm  b« 
autlioriaed  to  ouploy  a  dark  during  tbe  present  snssinn  of 
Congress. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  MOUSE. 

A  messa^  was  received  firom  the  House  of 

Representatives  by  Mr.  Foenbt,  their  Clerk: 

Mr.  PaaatDBNT:  Tbe  Hoose  of  BeprasentBdvea  Iwto 
passed  the  following  bills  from  tbe  Senate : 

"An  act  auUiori  zing  tlie  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  19 
issue  a  register  to  tlie  brig  Ada ; 

^  An  act  to  provide  a  room  for  die  Congmsional  Lfbra- 
ry." 

They  concur  in  tbe  amendmenti  of  tbe  Senate  to  Hw 
bill  to  admit  a  certain  vessel  to  registry. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  approved  and  ngncd, 
on  the  ].3th  instant,  the  following  biH  and  Joint  resnhitioaT 

"  An  act  making  appropriations  to  meet  the  expenaaa  in- 
curred in  consequence  of  the  late  Are  in  tbe  Capitol ; 

**  Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to 
legalize  certain  contracts  Ibr  the  transportation  of  tbe  mail 
in  California  and  Oregon.'' 

•   BILLS  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
their  titles  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary: 

An  act  authorizing  the  ]iayment  of  interest  to 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  for  advances  mtide 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  in  re^ 
pell  ing  invasion  and  suppressing  insurrection  at 
Indian  Stream,  in  the  saia  State; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  executors  and  heirs 
of  Thomas  Fletcher,  deceased;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Lewis. 

The  following  bills  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Finance: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Ferguson,  sur- 
yiving  partner  of  the  firm  of  Ferguson  St,  Mil- 
hado;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Williams,  Staples  A 
Williams. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Greer  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  (Claims. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  the  arrival  of  the 
hour  for  the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  ▼iz; 
the  resolution  some  time  since  submitted  by  Mr. 
FeoTE,  of  Mississippi,  declaring  the  comprointae 
measures  a  definitive  settlement  of  all  questions 
growing  out  of  the  subject  of  idavery. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  hope  that  reoolution 
will  be  laid  upon  the  table  or  passed  orer  infor- 
mally, that  Uie  Sesate  may  proceed  to  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  bounty  laoa  bill.  I  moYe  that  its 
consideration  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  By  onaaimous  coosenl  it 
may  be  passed  oYsr. 
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Mr.  HU?rrER.  I  hope  it  will  b%  passed  over, 
for  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  McRae,] 
who  is  desirous  to  follow  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachuiietu  [Mr.  Davis]  on  that  subject,  is  pro- 
ven ted  by  sickness  from  being  in  his  seat  to-day. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
passed  over. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  passed  over. 

ASSIGNABILITT  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 

miuee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  explanatory  of  the  act  passed 

September  28,  1850,  entitled  **An  act  j^nting 

bounty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 

have  been  en«iged  in  the  military  service  of  the 

United  States.^' 

The  PRESIDENT.    An  amendment  has  been 

reperted  to  that  bill  by  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands,  which  will  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

9irike  oat  all  after  the  eaaetinf  claoM  and  insert : 
TImS  aH  warranu  (or  milkary  bounty  Innd*  which  have 
tecanr  may  hereafVer  be  Usued  under-any  law  of  the  United 
Slam,  and  all  valid  locations  of  ttte  same  which  have  been 
«  aMiy  hen*after  be  made,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  as<*ifn- 
ihle,  aecocdiMg  to  such  fonn,  and  porsoant  to  such  regu- 
IdMns  aa  may  be  prescribod  try  the  Commissioner  of  the 
'  Gwfni  Land  Office,  so  as  to  vest  the  assignee  with  all  the 
rifbts  of  the  original  owner  of  the  warrant  or  location. 

a«c.  "2,  Be  U  fmrther  enaHed^  That  the  rtf^twrt  and 
icoeivers  of  the  land  offices  shall  hereafter  be  severally  au- 
ibonxed  to  charge  ami  receive  l«r  their  sei  vices  in  locating 
ifi  military  bounty  land  warrants  iMued  since  the  1  Uh  day  of 
Fcbnauy,  1847,  tne  same  compensation  or  percentage  to 
wkietottoey  are  entitled  bylaw  for  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 
c«[«l»,atthe  rate  of  ^1  35  per  acre,  the  said  compensation  to 
be  hereafter  paid  by  the  asftigoces  or  liolders  of  such  warrants 
vh#Te  they  have  been  transferred  under  the  provisions  of 
■AY  actof  Confressandtlie  refoiatinns  of  the  General  Land 
OAct :  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Hate*  uptm  the  ailjustmeniof  the  accounts  of  such  officers, 
whcfe  It  ;*hall  be  sliown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commis- 
aqoer  of  the  General  Land  Office  thai  the  warrant  was  lo- 
ested  by  the  soldier  or  warrantee,  or  his  next  of  kin,  as 
provited  for  by  law. 

Sac  X  Be  ii  /mrtktr  enaded.  That  registers  and  ra- 
cever*,  whether  m  or  out  of  office  at  the  pasMgc  of  this  act, 
or  theiz  legal  representatives  In  ctute  of  death,  Mhall  be  en- 
itted  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sialic,  for 
atrvkes  heretofore  performed  hi  locating  military  bounty 
tamd  wancaoti,  the  same  rale  of  compensation  provided  in 
ttie  |siifsdl»t  section  for  services  hereafter  lo  be  penbrmod, 
after  kdarting  the  amount  already  received  by  such  officers 
aader  0»  art  entitled  **  An  act  ta  require  tlio  holders  of 
nlfiSffy  tsuAvarranti^  to  compensate  the  land  officers  of  the 
Uaftei  Slatss  Ibr  services  iu  relation  to  the  location  of  those 
1         wanaotf,''  approved  May  17tli,  1&48 :  Prowidedt  That  no 
;       ngifter  or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  out  of 
!       tibe  Trsafiory  for  past  serviees,  who  has  charged  and  re- 
caved  iUefai  fees  for  the  location  of  such  warrams:  ,jSnd 
fresM/arther^  That  no  register  or  receiver  shall  receive 
,       Isr  his  servient  duriag  any  year  a  greater  compensation 
ii       tea  the  manmum  now  allowed  by  law. 

Sac.  4.  BeU  fmrtker  enaetedf  That  in  all  cases  where 
■  Aa  BMiHia  or  volunteers  or  State  troops  of  any  State 
W  mn  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States^  and 
1  wboM  services  have  been  accepted  And  paid  by  the  United 
L  SbUia  subsequent  the  18tb  June,  1813,  the  officers  and  sol- 
\  Acts  of  sttch  aittitia,  volunteers  or  troops  shall  be  entided 
■\  to  aQ  the  benefits  of  the  a(;t  entitled  *<  An  act  granting 
1     booaly  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been 


=; 


iu  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
rnnd  September  fidih,  1850,  and  shall  receive  lands  for 


itor  services  aceordii^{  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  upon 
psMf  of  length  of  service  as  therein  required. 

8kc.  S.  Be  U*/mriher  enadted^  That  where  any  com- 

pssy,  hattuhoa  or  repimeiit,in  an  organised  form,  marched 

asse  ibaa  iweaiy  aules  to  the  place  where  they  were  mus- 

lued  iato  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  were  dis- 

efarfsd  mnrethan  tweuty  miles  from  the  place  where  such 

eoi^lay,  baitahoii,  or  regiment  was  organised ;  in  all  such 

csMs,  ia  computiiig  the  length  of  service  of  the  officers 

sad  soldiers  of  any  such  conipany,  battalion,  or  regiment, 

vttk  a  view  to  determine  the  quantity  of  land  any  officer 

•r  soldier  is  entitled  to  under  said  act,  approved  96th  Scp- 

ifwbcr,  1850,  there  rtiatl  be  allowed  one  day  for  every 

t»e«t|r  wile*  irooi  the  place  where  the  company,  battalion, 

•r  regiment  was  organised,  to  the  place  where  the  same 

VM  ma'aert^d  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and 

sl»  one  day  for  every  twenfy  miles  firom  the  place  where 

•aefa  company,  battaUon,  or  regimtmt  was  discharged,  to  the 

piaee  where  U  was  organised,  and  from  whence  it  marched 

Is  enter  Mffvicc. 

Mr.  UN  DERWOOD.    Mr.  President,  I  do  not 

propose  to  make  an  ]r  remarks,  by  wa^r  of  a  speech, 

oo  the  subject  of  the  provision^  of  this  bill,  tinless 

it  shall  be  assailed  by  some  other  Senator,  and 

then  1  aball  reply  to  any  suggestions  which  may 

be  made  against  it.    I  rise  now  to  ofier  a  slight 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  which  has  been 

Anctioned  bv  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  original  amendment  which  the  committee 

have  ofoed  was  introduced  by  the  honorable  Sen- 

ittoff  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamuv,]  and  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with  the  bill. 

The  committee  modified  the  amendment  to  some 

•xteat,  btU  in  tibat  modification,  upon  consulta- 

tiofi  vitb  the gviU^man  (rem  MaineiOiid  likewise  [ 


on  consultation  with  members  of  the  committee, 

it  has  been  thought  that  the  language  retained  in 

the  amendment  which  has  just  ^en  read  does  not 

express  with  sutficient  clearness  the  idea  which 

was  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  amendment. 

That  nart  of  the  fourth  section  which  1  propose  to 

amend  reads  as  foHows: 

'*  That  in  all  cases  where  the  militia,  or  volunteers^  or 
State  troops  of  any  State  were  called  into  tlie  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  whose  services  have  been  accepted 
and  paid  by  tlie  United  States. " 

The  change  which  I  wish  to  be  ftiade  is,  to 
strike  out  the  word  *•  the,"  before  the  word  "ser- 
vice," and  insert  in  its  place  the  word  "military," 
and  to  strike  out  the  words  *'of  the  United 
States;" also  to  strikeout  the  words  "accepted 
and."  If  the  amendment  shall  prevail,  then  the 
language  will  be: 

**  That  in  all  cases  where  the  militia  or  volunteers  or 
State  troops  of  any  State  were  called  into  military  service, 
and  wli09e  services  have  been  paid  for  by  the  United 
States,"  then  they  shall  have  the  benefit  of  this  aet. 

If  this  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  it  will  make 
the  language  very  explicit,  and  snow  the  intention 
of  Congress  to  crant  l>ounty  lands  to  those  troops 
who  were  callea  into  service  for  military  purposes 
by  a  State,  or  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
and  whose  services  were  paid  for  by  the  United 
Stales,  thereby  showing  an  acceptance  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  services  thus  rendered. 
It  will  not  confine  the  operations  of  the  act  to 
those  troops  which  were  mustered  into  service  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  previous  acts.  It 
will,  perhaps,  enlari^e  somewhat  the  bounty  of 
Congress  towards  those  who  rendered  meritonous 
services,  and  it  will  not  require  the  same  particu- 
larity to  be  observed  whicn  was  required  to  be 
observed  by  former  acts,  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  troops  were  callea  into  service.  If 
the  amendment  prevails,  the  question  will  be,  in 
regard  to  any  troops.  Did  they  render  military  ser- 
vice? and  was  that  service  so  fkr  sanctioned  by 
the  Government  as  to  be  paid  for  by  it?  If  they 
rendered  service,  and  were  paid,  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  the  bounty  of  Congress.  I  hope  that 
the  amendment  of  the  committee  Will  be  amended 
in  the  manner  I  have  proposed^  as  it  is  more 
verbal  than  anything  else,  and  I  hope  that  this 
amendment  may  be  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment,  as  it  has  been  modified  by  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  ••  service"  the  words  *•  in 
•any  of  the  wars  mentioned  in  the  act  of  28th 
'September,  1850,  entitled  •An  act  granting  boun- 

•  ty  lands  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 

•  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
fied States.  * " 

If  that  amendment  shall  be  adopted,  it  will 
make  necessary  the  adoption  of  another  amend- 
ment, which  I  now  offer: 

"  That  the  la^t  proviso  of  tlie  9th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
11th  of  February,  1847,  be  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  repealed: 
Proi»fd«rf,That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorise 
bounty  lands  to  those  who  have  heretofbre  received  or 
becoine  entitled  to  the  same." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  will  first  be 
taken  on  the  first  amendment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  I  will  oflfer  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  the  effect  intended  to  follow  the 
adoption  of  these  amendments.  By  the  original 
act  of  1847,  which  grantad  bounty  lands  to  sol- 
diers engaged  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  by  the 
subsequent  act  of  the  S8th  of  September,  1850, 
proposed  to  be  explained  by  this  act,  there  were 
two  or  three  classes  of  persons  omitted  from  the 
benefit  of  those  acts,  in  consequence  of  a  pro« 
vise  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  1847,  all 
persons  engaged  iivthe  war  with  Mexico  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  provisions  of  that  act,  who  were 
not  acinally  marched  to  the  seat  of  war.  The  act 
of  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  rather  improved 
upon  that.  It  required  that  all  peieens  who  were 
to  receive  the  bounties  of  the  act,  should  have  been 
mustered  into,  the  service  of  the  United  States  and 
performed  actual  service.  The  eflfect  of  this  pro- 
vision was  to  exclude  the  same  classes  of  persons 
that  were  excluded  by  the  last  proviso  or  the  act 
of  1847.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who 
have  had  this  subject  under  consideration,  have 
now  obviated  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  1850 
■o  iar  fts  to  embrace  the  entire  cktM  of  persons 


enumeratad  in  the  amendment  offered  by  Uie  hoiH 
orable  Senator  firom  KeiUucky.^  It  dispenses  with 
actual  service.  It  dispenses  with  the  requirement 
that  the  person  should  have  been  mustered  into 
the  services  of  the  United  States.  The  result,  ie» 
that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  embraces  every  person  engaged  in  the 
different  wars  mentioned  in  the  act  of  18l0,  whose 
services  inured  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates, 
withoiit  regard  to  the  fact  whetlier  they  were  en- 
gaged in  the  actual  confiiet  of  arms,  or  were  mus- 
tered into  the  services  of  the  United  States,  or 
were  marched  to  the  seat  of  war. 

So  far  as  any  policy  is  indicated  in  that  amend- 
ment, I  go  further.  The  amendment  of  the  hon^ 
orable  ^nator  from  Kentucky  contains  nothing 
tnore  than  what  is  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the 
rights  and  claims  of  every  person  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  to  tne  boimtv 
of  the  Government.  But  there  was  a  class  of  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  Mexican  war  who  come 
witliin  the  description  of  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  but  who  have 
been  excluded  by  a  teclinical  construction  which 
was,  as  it  was  thought,  benevolently  placed  upon 
the  act  of  1847.  1  mean  that  class  of  men — and 
there  are  many  of  them — who,  though  enlisted  for 
the  service — although  they  underwent  privations 
which  in  other  cases  have  entitled  men  to  the 
gratitude  and  bounty  of  the  Government,  yet  who 
were  excluded  by  the  operation  of  the  proviso  of 
the  ninth  seoion  of  the  act  of  1847,  from  the 
simple  fact  that  they  were  not  marched  to  the  seat 
of  war.  It  so  happens  that  one  half  of  one  pf  the 
regiments  of  Missouri  voltinteers,  who  come  with- 
in tlie  description  of  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  1847,. 
have  received  their  bounty.  It  was,  to  be  sure, 
by  a  mistaken  view  of  the  operation  of  the  act; 
but  the  error  was  not  corrected  until  one  half  of 
the  regiment  had  received  their  bounty.  The  op- 
eration of  the  amendments  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  offer,  will  be  nothing  more  than  to  extend 
the  same  measure  of  justice  to  the  remainder  of 
that  resriment  which  has  already  been  accorded 
to  one  naif  of  it  by  the  action  ^f  the  executive 
department. 

There  is  another  reason  why  theseamendmenta 
of  mine  ahould  be  adopted.  The  act  of  1847,  in 
the  proviso  to  which  I  have  just  iiltuded,  had  a 
retrospective  aa  well  as  a  prospective  operation. 
It  is  no  doubt  in  the  recollection  of  all  that  at  thai 
time,  during  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, the  policy  of  the  Government  had  been  sud- 
denly changed.  The  tactics  of  the  war  had  been 
revolutionized,  and  there  had  been  adopted  a  more 
vieorous  system  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  Government  ex- 
erted all  its  energies  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
out  a  sufiicient  force  to  conquer  peace,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  that  day.  It  mcos  thought  necessary  for 
that  purpose  to  hold  out  temptations  and  inuuce- 
ments — a  kind  of  premium,  to  men  to  enlist  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  conse- 
quence  of  this  has  been  that  those  who  enlisted 
afler  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1847,  notwithstand- 
ing many  of  them  were  not  marched  to  the  seat 
of  war,  nave  received  the  bounty  of  Government, 
whilst  those  who  performed  precisely  the  same 
character  of  services,  and  underwent  the  same  pri- 
vations, but  whose  patriotism  had  induced  them 
to  offer  their  services  at  an  early  period  of  the  war, 
when  the  Government  was  not  offering  bounties, 
have  been  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  provis- 
ions o(  that  act. 

If  this  were  now  an  original  question,  it  might 
become  necessary  to  resort  to  a  very  different  knid 
of  argument.  It  might  be  necessary  to  show  the 
policy  and  justice  of  this  law.  But  we  are  ^no 
longer  holding  forth  temptations  to  men  to  enlist 
in  our  service.  We  are  no  more  fulfilling  faith 
pledged  in  the  contracts  of  the  Government.  But 
we  are  remunerating  the  services  of  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  our  late  wars.  This  is  nothing  but  an  act 
of  gratuity — a  mere  bestowal  of  the  bounty  of  the 
Government  upon  those  who  have  earned  its  grat- 
itude. Whatever  may  have  been  the  original  pol- 
icy of  these  acts,  the  polwy  of  the  Government 
has  now  been  changed.  We  are  jiow  proposing 
to  extend  bounties  to  men,  and  we  are  adjusting  a 
sliding  scale  by  which  to  measure  the  gratitude  of 
the  Government.  I  have  shown  that  we  have  no^ 
yet  accorded  justice  according  to  the  equity  of  tha. 
case. 

The  principle  which  I  now  ask  to  bt  aanctioned 
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by  the  addptioii  af  mymnendmennifi  refefrence  to 
the  ftoldiera  of  the  Mexican  war,  is  the  introduc- 
tion of  no  new  principle.  It  haa  already  been 
Noognized  in  the  amendment  which  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  haa  oflFered  and  which  haa  been 
adopted.  t)n€'half  of  one  oflhe  Missouri  re^- 
tnentA  have  already  obtained  the  very  bouniiee 
whteh  it  is  now  proposed  to  extend  to  the  other 
half.  All  those  soldiers  who  enlisted  after  the 
passa^  of  the  act  of  1847,  have,  for  the  same 
class  of  services,  received  the  bounty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  those  who  enlisted |>reviou8ly  have 
been  unprovided  for.  It  is  necessary,  therefore, 
to  equalize  and  make  uniform  the  bounty  of  the 
Government.  For  that  purpose  I  have  offered 
these  amendments. 

Mr.  8RADBURY*  The  hmgruage  employed 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  is  ex- 
ceedingly indefinite.  If  the  object  of  that  amend- 
rfient  be  to  secure  bounty  land  to  a  certain  regi- 
ment of  troops,  or  to  a  portion  of  a  regiment,  the 
other  portion  living  already  received  the  benefits 
6f  a  former  act,  it  will  be  very  easy  to  specify  in 
distinct  terms  the  extent  to  which  the  Senator  de- 
sires that  the  amendment  may  reach.  In  other 
words,  we  can  hardly  understand  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  construed  to  reach.  It  looks  so 
indefinite  that  it  may  go  mucli  beyond  the  scope 
designed  by  the  honorable  Senator.  If  his  object 
is  to  roach  any  particular  regiment  or  class  of  men, 
he  can  say  so  in  the  amendment.  I  hope  that  af- 
ter the  committee  have  matured  the  bill,  and  given 
attention  to  the  language  employed,  we  shall  not 
hastily  adopt  an  amendment  of  a  character  so  ex- 
ceedingly general' and  indefinite. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  The  oridnal  section,  As  was 
stated  by  the  Senator  fW>m  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Un- 
•KEweoD,]  was  drawn  up  by  my%e\f,  and  it  was 
drawn  after  a  consuhation  with  the  Pension  Bu- 
reau. 1  believe  the  section  was  drawn  up  by  my- 
ut^  in  that  office;  and  it  was  to  obviate  precisely 
the  objection  to  which  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
has  alluded.  If  he  will  look  at  the  section  as  the 
oommittee  have  reported  it,  or  ameitded  it  subse- 
quently, he  will  find  that  it  will  meet  precisely  the 
class  of  cases  which  he  designs  to  meet,  white  the 
amendment  which  he  desires  to  adopt  will  leave  it 
somewhat  ambiguous;  for  in  all  cases  where  the 
Oovamment  has  received  and  piHd  for  Services, 
the  right  to  the  warrant  is  recognized  by  the  bill 
«s  reported. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  would  remark  to  mr 
fiiend  from  Arkansas  that  there  is  in  the  fourth 
section  an  expression  to  which  I  will  oaU  his  at- 
tention.    It  is  this: 

« That  la  all  ea«e«  where  the  militia  m-  vslunteem  or 
State  troopt  of  any  State  were  railed  into  the  Mrvice  of  the 
United  States,  and  whose  services  have  been  accepted  and 
paid  by  the  United  Sutes  subsequent  to  the  18th  of  June, 
18l«/^  fcc. 

Now,  if  the  Senatf^r  ftom  Arkansas  win  lay 
a  stress  upon  the  expression  '*  subsequent  to  tlie 
18th  of  June„  1812,''  he  will  find  that  the  section 
does  embrace  all  that  his  amendment  calls  for.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  he  will  not  insist  upon  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  As  my  amendment  seems 
to  alarm  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  as  he  sup- 
poses that  that  amendment  embraces  a  large  and 
undefined  additional  class  of  persons,  I  will  with- 
draw my  first  amendment  and  content  myself 
with  the  repeal  of  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1847. 
The  effect  of  that  will  be  precisely  to  carry  out 
what  the  Senator  from  Maine  considers  as  the 
effect  of  this  amendment. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  allow  me  to 
remind  him  that  while  the  provision  of  the  act  of 
1847  is  in  force,  it  excludes,  as  a  class,  all  persons 
engaged  in  that  war,  and  that  the  most  proper 
way  to  do  would  be  to  construe  these  acts  together. 
Now,  by  simply  repealing  the  proviso  of  the  act 
of  1847,  and  withdrawing  the  amendment,  which 
seems  to  meet  with  some  dissatisfaction  on  my 
right,  the  object  we  are  aiming  at  will  be  attainea , 
which  is  not  to  disturb  the  description  of  the  wars 
in  which  these  soldiers  w^re  engaged,  but  to  re- 
move an  impediment  which  has  hitherto  existed  in 
the  way  of  carrying  out  what  is  supposed  to  be 
Uie  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  place  a  very  limited 
class  of  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the  Mexi- 
can war  upon  the  same  footing  as  those  embraced 
in  the  amendment  suggested  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  I  therefore  withdraw  the  first 
amendment,  and  submit  to  the  Senate  the  latter 
one,  which 


**  That  the  last  proviso  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
the  lltU  or  February,  1847,  b«?,  and  the  same  is  hereby ire- 
peiileUt  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
anthorise  bounty  lands  to  those  who  have  heretofore  re- 
ceived or  become  entitled  to  the  same." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  to  the  Senate,  that  the  effect  of  that  pro- 
viso in  the  bill  of  1847  was  not  considered  in  the 
coHomtttee  at  alK    I  have  read  the  proviso  at  the 
desk  of  my  friend  over  the  way  ^  and  that  pvoviso 
refuses  to  give  bounty  laud  to  those  soldiers  who 
enliated  in  the  Mexican  war  or  who  were  called  to 
fight  in  the  Mexican  war,  unless  they  were  marched 
to  the  scene  of  battle.    Now,  that  was  not  con- 
sidered in  committee;  and  the  only  objection  to 
the  repeal  of  that  proviso  is,  that  we  may  be  doing 
something,  the  effect  of  which  we  do  not  exactly 
fore-see.     It  would  seem  eouitable  that  those  men 
should  be  paid  who  enlisted,  and  who  remained  at 
home  performing  military  service  or  in  the  garri-  ^ 
son ,  and  did  not  go  to  the  frontier.  The  ^nly  objec-  | 
tion  I  have,  then,  to  the  amendment  is,  that  it  was  > 
not  considered  in  committee,  and  we  do  not  see  { 
precuely  how  far  it  may  ^o,  or  why  it  was  that  ' 
this  proviso  was  originally  inserted  in  the  bill,  that 
bounty  lands  should  not  be  granted  unless  the  [ 
soldiers  actually  marclied  to  the  frontier.    I  do  i 
not  know  tlie  reasons  whicli  influenced  Congress  ! 
on  that  point.    If  these  soldiers  were  otherwise  ' 
entitled  to  bounty  lands,  I  do  not  see  why  they  ; 
should  be  prohibited  from  receiving  them  because  | 
they  remained  at  home  or  in   the  garrison.    I  | 
would  be  wUling  to  vote  for  the  amendment  unless 
it  should  be  thouglit  that  it  would  embarrass  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  should  be 
adopted.  The  bill  or  amendment  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  embraces  precisely  the 
spirit  of  the  amendment  ofiTered  by  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas.  By  a  technical  construction  of 
the  hiw,  the  Department  did  not  allow  bounty 
lands  to  that  class  of  men  who  were  not  mustered 
into  service  under  United  States  officers,  and  they 
were  excluded  under  that  construction.  The  ori- 
ginal law  provided  that  they  must  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Department  deter- 
mined that,  to  come  within  the  provision  of  that 
Uiw,  they  must  have  been  technically  mustered 
into  service.  Now,  we  have  reported  a  bill  which 
foes  upon  one  principle,  and  draws  the  distinction 
in  another  place,  to  wit:  That  where  the  soldiers 
have  been  paid  by  the  €k)vemment,  it  should  be 
assumed  that  they  have  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Government;  ana  that  is  the  equitable  place  where 
the  bill  draws  the  Une,  and  where,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  the  distinction  should  be  drawn;  and 
if  mis  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
is  adopted,  it  will  only  be  carrying  out  in  words, 
what  this  bill  carries  out  in  spirit.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
proviso,  which  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  pro- 
poses to  repeal,  read. 

The  proviso  was  accordingly  read,  as  follows: 

«*  Prvoided,  That  oochiaa  contained  in  this  saction  shall 
be  so  consn^ued  as  to  give  bounty  hmds  la  aueh  voluateera 
as  were  accepted  inio  service  and  diaehaifed,  without  be- 
ing marched  to  the  seat  of  war.'* 

The  question  was  then  taken  ontheamtndnMUt, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  PR^IDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  r»e  to  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  whether  this  compensation  is 
not  higher  than  it  need  be.  I  find  a  law  on  the 
statute-book  in  relation  to  this  subject,  in  which 
themeasure  ofcompensationis  established  for  those 
who  enter  the  warrants  given  for  bounty  lands  dar- 
ing the  Mexican  war.  It  seems  to  me  probable  that 
that  would  be  the  best  measure  and  that  it  woukl 
be  better  to  substitute  that  rule  for  the  one  proposed 
here.  I  thr^w  the  sugststion  out  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Sensitor  from  Kentucky.  Here  is 
a  measure  already  established,  providingthe  price 
to  be  paid  for  registering  those  mnd  warranU: 

**  BeU  enacted,  t*.,  That  for  the  services  which  may  be 
rendered  after  the  pajMceof  this  aet  by  the  roKisten'aml 
raoelvers  of  the  several  Taod  oilcas  of  the  Un^ed  Sutee, 
in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  1 1th  of  Fehruar)*,  1847,  entitled  *  An  act  to  raise 
fbr  a  limited  rime  an  additional  niiHury  force,  and  for  other 
mirposes,'  they  shall  «ach  be  entitled  to  require  from  the 
holders  of  warrants  issued  under  tliat  act  for  o^e  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  the  sum  of  ftily  cento  for  each,  and  from 
the  holders  of  warrants  bsotd  ondenhe  vame  isw  fbr  forty 


aeres,  HMSum  onwenty-five  eeats  for  each,  asiiill 
pensalion  for  their  services :  Provided,  That  In  all 
wliero  a  warrant  is  located  by  and  for  the  use  of  the  rotnn- 
teer  or  soldier  to  whom  such  warrant  may  have  iMUfsd  Qir 
services  under  the  act  aforasaid,  n«»  compensation  stnU  ba 
charged  either  by  the  register  or  receiver  for  mailing  sacli 
locaBon.*' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  stale  to  my  Criend 
from  Virginia,  that  the  committee  very  thoroughly 
conaiderra  the  subject,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  fifty  cents  was  not  an  adequate comf^ensation; 
they  therefore  enlarged  the  compensation,  and  at 
the  same  time  put  in  a  limit,  as  you  will  perceire 
that  the  compensation  is  not  to  exceed  the  max-  ' 
imum  allowed  by  law.  It  may  not  come  up  to 
that. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    What  is  that  maxitnum  ? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  It  is  three  thousand 
dollars. .  The  statements  that  came  before  the 
committee  in  our  deliberations  were,  that  it  gave 
more  trouble  to  make  these  entries,  and  locate 
these  military  bounty  lands,  than  to  grant  a  cer- 
tificate upon  cash  payments.  It  was  stated  that 
Che  labor  was  greatly  enhanced,  and  that  fifiy 
cents  was  not  a  sufficient  compensation.  There- 
fore we  gave  the  compenhation  which  is  here 
stated,  and  put  a  limit  to  it.  The  commitiet 
thoueht  that  a  sufficient  guard  to  secure  the  intet^ 
est  01  the  Government,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  allow  these  ofiicers  a  sufficient  compen- 
sation. It  was  all  thorou^^ly  considered  in  A§ 
committee,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  to  stand 
as  the  "Committee  have  arranged  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  If  the  amendment  be  adopted, 
will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to  amend  it? 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  will  not  be  in  order  to 
move  to  amend  it  until  it  is  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    I  have  an  amendment  to  offer 
to  meet  certain  eases,  for  which  I  see  the  bill  dors 
not  provide.    At  the  last  session  of  Conmss  there 
was  a  clause  inserted  in  the  civil  and  dipk>niauc    ^ 
appropriation  bill,  which  I  certainly  did  not  noika 
at  ^e  time,  and  which,  perhaps,  no  member  of 
the  Senate  noticed,   which  operates  very   inju- 
riously upon  a  certain  class  of  holders  of  oounty 
land  warrants.    The  effect  of  it  is  to  exclude  them 
fi>om  the  application  of  such  warrants  in  payment 
of  their  preiimption,  'even  where  they  are  the 
original  holders  of  the  warrants.    It  is  opermting 
wim  very  great  injustice,  as  I  know.     I  bave 
known  ca&es  where  the  original  holders  could  not 
enter  upon  land  on  which  they  resided,  in  conac 
quence  of  this  proviso.    I  wish  therefore  to  offer 
an  amendment,  which  is,  merely  to  repeal    this. 
restriction,  so  as  to  leave  the  law  as  it  was  before 
the  adoption  of  this  proviso,  and  allow  them  to 
locate  on  lands  which  they  have  settled  upon,  on 
payment  of  their  preiSmption.    It  certainly  is  an 
act  of  ^reat  injustice,  to  say  that  the  homestead 
on  which  they  have  made  many  improTements 
may  be  taken  from  them,  with  the  bouaty  land 
warrant  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  cannot 
locate  upon  their  own  homestead.    The  proriso 
which  1  desire  to  have  repealed  is  as  follows: 

**  Prevldedy  That  no  land  boantf  for  rai»tary*sai  fits 
granted  by  the  aetortirenty<ei|hth  Bepiember,aae  tbtmmm4 
night  hundred  jsnri  flfty,  entitled  <  An  act'graatinf  boaoiy 
land  to  certain  oificers  and  soldiers  who  have  baea  ao^fed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  dtatea,  or  by  virtae  of 
any  other  act  of  Congress  heretofore  passed,  graaliag  teml 
bounties  for  military  senrioes  shall  be  satMiM  oal  m  say 
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public  land  not  heretufore  brought  Into  mailtet,  and 
Sttb|eet  to  entry  at  private  sale  luider  existing  lavs.'  *> 

Now  the  only  object  of  that  proviso  is,  not  to 
allow  the  old  soldiers,  who  hold  these  bounty  land 
warrants,  to  enter  this  preiftmption  before  the  land 
is  stifcject  to  public  sale;  to  let  it  stand  and  eome 
into  competition  with  other  lands.  I  hope  it  will 
be  repealed,  and  for  that  purpose  1  offer, the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

iVsstfarf,  That  the  provteo  in  the  ctvfl  and  dl^nswrtle 
appropriation  bill  of  the  year  1850,  which  rertrfets  the  lo- 
oation  of  bounty  land  warrants  not  treresifore  hrtMight  into 
market,  and  now  eabject  to  entry  at  orivate  sale  uiMer  ex- 
isting laws,  be,  and  me  same  is  hereby  repeal«>d. 

That  will  leave  it  just  as  it  was  before.  I  would 
say  that  the  objection  which  is  made,  is  not  valid, 
in  my  opinion.  If  I  understand  it  rightly,  the 
land  warrants  were  not  assigned  for  the  payment 
of  the  pre<hnption;  but  while  held  hy  the  original 
hoNers  they  could  be  so  received «  That  was  the 
law  before  this  amendment  was  made.  If^lie* 
men  wish  to  make  it  more  specific,  I  am  willing 
that  it  should  be  limited  to  the  holders  or  their 
heirs;  but  I  wish  that  die  holders  themselves  may 
have  the  ri^t  to  enter  their  preemption '^ith  these 
bounty  land  warranto. 

Mr.  WALKBR.    I  would  not  ktcw  the  least 
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objfcUofi  to  the  aroendmeot  oflfered  by  the  Senator 
from  LouietADai  if  it  were  to  have  only  such  an 
effect  M  he  in  tends  or  haa  expressed  himself  as  in- 
tending.   If  he  will  draw  up  an  amendment  which 
viH  gire  to  the  preiftmptor  the  right  to  liold  the 
land  on  which  he  nas  settled*  I  win  go  with  hira. 
Bat  I  can  tell  the  Senator  what  will  be  the  effect 
ot  his  amendment.    He  will  find  thi^  these  laVid 
varrants  will  be  held  in  large  numbers  by  persons 
in  anticipation  of  some  new  tract  of  country  for 
.irhich  wt  have  just  paid  the  Lidians,  being  opened 
for  sale)  and  as  soon  as  it  is  in  market  you  will 
hare  them  cominjg;  in  with  their  warrants  to  take 
ap  the  whole  of  it,  and  thus  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment firom  sellings  single  dollar's  worth  for  mon- 
ey.   I  am  in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  as  the 
Senator  appears  to  intend — that  is,  to  give  to  the 
pre^mptor  the  right  to  obtain  his  title  to  his  land 
by  this  depreciated  paper  currency y  ns  well  as  to 
enable  others  to  get  it  away  from  him.    Now,  if 
the  operation  of  the  proviso  in  the  act  to  which 
the  Senator  haa  referred  is  as  he  has  described  it| 
it  is  only  consistent  with  the  whole  system.    The 
design  IS  not  to  facilitate  settlements,  or  to  aid 
those  who  are  disposed  to  settle  to  make  a  loca- 
tion.   That  is  not  the  object;  and  if  there  were  an 
express  proviso  in  the  law  decUuring  that  no  settler 
sbottkl  l&ve  his  title  by  a  land  warrant,  it  would 
be  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  whole  system.    The 
«flect  of  this  amendment  would  only  be  to  enable 
^)ecalator8  to  buy  up  these  warrants,  and  the 
Senator  from- Louisiana  indicates  the  most  unso- 
phisticated innocence  if  be  supposes  it  would  have 
«D7  other  effect.    The  whole  object  of  the  bounty 
hod  system  is  the  very  contrary  of  what  the  Sen- 
ator would  seem  to  suppose  it.    It  is  not  to  give 
tbe  land  to  the  settler,  but  to  the  speculator.    If 
tJte  Senator  from  Louisiana  saw  this  matter  in  its 
proper  light,  he  would  see  that  the  provision  of 
the  oiO  to  which  he  has  referred  is  perfectly  con- 
aitteot  with  the  whole  system,  and  that  Senators 
Tould  be  acting  very  inconsistly  if  they  sought 
ibr  its  repeal. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    The  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
baa  ailributed  to  me  a  good  deal  of  **unsophisti- 
eatad  lanoceQce,"  [laughter .J    There  is  very  little 
ioolii  ^lai  I  am  not  more  mnocently  unsophisti- 
caiad  ihan  himself. '  There  might,  mdeed,  have 
been  sobm  ioubt  on  that  point  until  the  gentleman 
rephed  io  the  proposition  which  I  made,  and  that 
raa  chat  the  practice  of  the  land  office  before  this 
prcnriaion  was  passed  was  to  prevent  all  the  evil 
which  the  gentleman  preaches  so  strongly'against, 
becauae,  as  I  stated  before,  they  did  not  allow  the 
Msagiaed  warrants  to  be  located  in  payment  of  pre- 
(oipuon  except  in  the  hands  of  the  original  owners. 
It  is  noc  because  I  wished  to  make  any  change  in 
the  law  as  it  formerly  existed  that  I  have  intro- 
duced this  amendment.    I  am  not  aware  of  any 
compUnt  of  the  practice  under  that  law,  but  it  is 
because  I  have  found  in  mv  communication  with 
my  constituents  the  actual  holder  of  these  bounty 
hods  in  danger  of  having  his  prei^mption  taken 
firom  him  unless  he  could  prove  it  up  before  public 
nW.     I  repeat  again,  that  my  only  object  is  to 
TCBlofe  the  law  as  it  was  hefore,  and  I  do  not  care 
whether  these  transferred  warrants  can  be  located 
on  preSmptions  or  not.    No,  Mr.  President,  if  I 
was  not  so  **  unsophisticated"  as  the  gentleman 
from  Wisconsin  seems  to  suppose,  I  could  readily 
ibow  how  the  assignment  or  land  warrants  could 
benefit  other  men  as  well  as  speculators.    I  ua- 
derstasd  that  the  gentleman  is  a  great  advocate 
for  homesteads  and  homestead  exemptions,  and 
for  giving  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers.  Now 
it  may  appear  to  him  very  ** unsophisticated,*' 
bat  it  does  not  to  me,  that  if  you  fix  the  law  so 
that  a  settler  can  get  land  at  a  little  less  than  the 
Oovemment  price  and  secure  his  settlement  upon 
it,  it  might,  pcradventure,  operate  not  altogether  in 
fifMTor  of  the  speculator  alone,  but  in  favor  of  those 
ytrj  settlers  whom  the  gentleman  has  made  such 
a  noise  about.    You  wish  to  give  the  settlers  their 
rights;  and  when  we  wish  to  make  these  warrants 
asMgnable  when  we  know  they  will  be  sold  under 
far,  the  crv  is  raised  that  they  are  to  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  speculators.    **  Oh,  no,"  the  gentle- 
man repheSf  <Ahat  is  not  my  thunder;  that  is  not 
my  sdMftne;  and  therefore  it  is  very  unsophisti- 
cated to  suppose  it." 

I  gs  for  ttcilitating,  in  tfvf  possible  and  leeal 
manner,  the  entry  <^  their  preiimption  rights  by 
the  stttbers;  and  when  I  see  that  these  warmnts 
nay  be  «ald  tmdar  pari  and  that  the  settler  may 


be  enabled  to  get  his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  for  less  than  he  would  by  the  payment  of 
cash — and  I  know  that  the  original  holders  of  the 
warrants  can  do  it — I  am  in  mvor,  and  if  I  had 
the  olBce  of  an  agent  myself,  I  would  be  in  favor 
of  the  free  payment  of  these  warrants.  But  does 
the  gentleman  oppose  the  assignability  ?  Does  not 
the  original  law  say  that  they  may  be  assigned  ? 
But  the  question  of  their  assignability  is  not  now 
before  us.  I  am  not  parxiciuar  about  the  form, 
but  as  that  provision  did  the  evil,  I  thought  the 
most  effectual  way  was  to  eradicate  it;  and  I  think 
so  yet. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  am  reallv  very  sorry  that 
my  manner  should  have  led  the  honorable  ^nator 
from  Louibiana  to  suppose  that  I  meant  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  him  in  the  least;  nor  do  1  know 
by  his  words  that  he  deems  me  as  speaking  dii^ 
respectfully,  but  I  judge  so  from  his  manner  only.' 
Now,  I  said  to  him  and  to  the  Senate,  that  I  was 
witli  him  in  his  amendment,  provided  that  this 
bill  making  land  warrants  assignable  was  to  pass. 
And  while  I  am  with  him  in  that  amendment  if 
the  bill  is  to  pass,  I  want  the  preemptor  to  be  on 
an  equal  fooung  with  the  speculator.  Hence  I 
am  with  him;  and  what  I  meant,  in  speaking  of 
his  innocence  in  r^ard  to  this  whole  system,  was 
intended  as  acompUment;  for  I  inlendea  to  excuse 
him,  as  one  of  those  who  were  not  guilty  of  the 
scheme  which  thus  favors  the  speculators. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  did  not  so  understand  the 
Senator. 

Mr.  WALKER.  It  is  what  I  really  meant,  and 
I  do  believe  that  if  there  be  a  man  who  is  really 
innocent  of  any  design  to  aid  the  speculators,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  is  the  one,  for 
I  have  never  seen  him  operating  in  any  way  to 
favor  them.  I  meant  what  I  said  as  a  sort  of  satire 
upon  the  system  of  issuing  land  warrants  at  all, 
and  not  upon  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  I  will 
state  a^ain  that  my  reason  for  favoring  his  amend- 
ment IS,  that  the  preiimptor  may  be  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  speculator  if  this  bill  shall  pass. 
The  Senator  is  rignt.  The  bill  in  its  present  form 
will  cut  out  the  preihnptor,  and  will  not  allow 
him  to  get  lands  for  |1  25  per  acre,  while  the 
speculators  will  get  them  under  this  depreciating 
system  for  less  than  half  that  sum.  I  will  suggest 
to  the  Senator,  that  he  should  offer  an  amendment 
providing  that  this  provision  of  the  appropriation 
bill  of  the  last  Congress  shall  not  extend  to  persons 
who  desire  to  have  secure  titles  to  land  on  pre- 
emption. I  think  the  Senator  may  thus  accomplish 
his  object,  and  secure  an  end  which  is  desirable. 

Mr.  OWIN.  Although  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  fVom  Louisiana  may  not  be  exactly  in 
form,  certainly  the  principle  contained  in  it  ought 
to  be  adopted.  If  that  provision  in  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  biU  be  not  repealed,  there  is  not  a  single 
citizen  of  California  who  can  get  any  bounty  land, 
because  there  is  not  a  foot  of  land  surveved  there 
upon  which  a  location  could  be  made.  I  presume 
there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  in  which  there 
are  more  persons  entitled  to  land  warranu  than  in 
California.  Citizens  who  were  in  the  last  war,  are 
living  there.  They  cannot  get  any  land  there 
unless  the  provision  of  the  civn  and  oiplomatic  bill 
be  repealed.    I  hope  it  will  be  repealed. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  will  make  a  sumstion 
which  I  think  will  meet  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana.  If  I  understand  the  Senator,  his 
object  is  this:  That  a  person  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption right,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  paying 
for  the  preiiroption  right  to  one  hundred  ana  sixty 
acres  or  eighty  acres,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  a 
land  warrant.  Why  not  say  so  at  onoe  in  direct 
terms?  Why  not  say  that  these  hind  warrants 
shall  be  rscavable  at  the  different  land  offices  in 
the  United  States,  in  payment  for  preiimption 
rights?  By  doing  that  you  will  get  through  the 
difficulties  suggested  by  the  Senators  from  Wis- 
consin and  California,  for  most  assuredly  the  ef- 
fect would  be  to  allow  the  location  of  land  war- 
rants. If  thisamendment  be  adopted  in  its  present 
terms,  it  will  open  all  the  pubhe  lands  to  these 
land  warrants,  whether  Ihey  have  or  have  not 
been  offered  heretofore  by  the  Oovemment  for 
sale. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  read  an  amend- 
ment which  I  have  prepared  in  consec|uence  of  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  to  see 
whether  it  will  not  reconsile  all  the  difikulties.  I 
concur  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
ATomtoMf]  that  ii  would  not  do  taopsn  the  whole 


of  the  public  lands  to  these  land  warranu,  all  over 
the  country  in  every  direction.  Why  not?  I  am 
asked.  Because,  if^speculation  wiU  be  carried  on, 
as  has  been  raamtained  by  tlie  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, [Mr.  \Valker,1  it  would  give  speculators 
an  opportunity  of  withholding  the  location  of  the 
warrants  with  the  view  of  entering  not  only  into 
lands  which  are  now  open  bit  which  may  here- 
after be  opened.  I  am  not  willing  to  open  the 
public  lanas  thus.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  good 
policy.  But  I  am  willing,  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  to  allow  the 
preitoiptioner  to  pay  for  his  lands  in  these  war* 
rants,  and  with  that  view  I  have  prepared  in  haste 
the  following  amendment.  If  acceptable  it  can  be 
used.    It  is  to  make  an  additional  section: 

Be  U  fmrtker  •nacied,  Tliat  it  •hall  be  lawful  for  tmf  as- 
signee orany  land  warrant,  who  ifl  entitled  to  pref  mption, 
to  pay  for  such  preflmptimi  in  whole^or  part  with  the  tvar- 
rant  of  warrants  he  or  she  may  hold  aa  aaftimiee,  anything 
in^  Ibrmer  law  to  the  contrary  notwithatanding. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  That  would  meet  the  object, 
with  the  exception  that  there  is  an  omission  m  it. 
It  gives  the  assignee  power  to  pay  with  the  war- 
rant, but  does  not  give  the  onginal  holder  that 
power.  By  insertifSg  the  words  **  holder  or"  be- 
fore assionee,  it  would  meet  the  purpose. 

Mr.  XJNDERWOOD.  Make  it  ««warrantee  or 
assignee,"  then. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  But  I  have  drawn  up  an  amend- 
ment, in  accordance  with  the  suen^estion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  which  I  think  covers  the 
whole  point.  It  may  come  in  as  a  proviso  to  the 
first  section: 

ProHded,  That  any  actual  settler  entitled  to  preemption 
may  enter  his  preVmptioa  or  any  part  thereof  with  aaid  land 
warrants. 

That  confines  it  either  to  the  original  holder  or 
assignee.  I  therefore  withdraw  my  otlier  amend- 
ment and  offer  this. 

Mr.  FELCH.  It  seems  tome  that  it  would  be 
better,  in  carrying  out  the  object  the  Seilator  has 
in  view,  to  provide  that  any  land  warrant  might 
be  used  in  paying  for  any  land  subject  to  preiKnp- 
tion,  at  the  rate  of  j|l  95  per  acre,  for  tne  prelimp- 
tion  right  may  attach  itself  to  different  sub-divis- 
ions, and  then  there  will  manifesdy  be  a  difficulty. 
If  it  is  less,  the  balance  of  the  warrant  cannot, 
under  the  present  Uiw,  be  located  elsewhere.  I 
would  •auggest  to  the  Senator  from  Lousiana  to 
put  his  aiTiendment  in  that  shape,  that  in  paying 
for  any  land  to  which  a  person  hss  a  prei^ption 
right,  ne  shall  be  at  liberty  to  use  any  warrant  he 
may  have,  at  the  mte  of  |1  25  per  acre. 

1  will  say  one  word  in  reference  to  the  other 

Srovision  referred  to.  The  difficulty  which  the 
enator  from  Louisiana  wishes  to  obviate,  does 
not  arise  froth  the  provision  which  it  was  proposed 
by  his  first  amendment  to  repeal.  It  arises  from 
other  laws  alto^ther.  In  the  first  place,  it  arises 
from  the  law  giving  preemption  right,  which  re- 
quires a  person  having  such  a  ri^ht  to  pay  in 
money  for  his  land  in  a  specific  tune;  and  then 
fVom  the  bounty  land  law,  which  specifies  the  land 
upon  which  the  location  shall  be  made;  so  that 
the  repeal  of  the  provision  referred  to  would  not 
effect  nis  object.  If  the  amendment  were  adopted , 
it  would  leave  the  proviso,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
repeal,  standing  as  it  does  now.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  Senator  to  adopt  the  following,  in  pUice  of 
his  amendment; 

Provided,  That  any  person  entitled  to  preMnption  right 
to  aoy  land,  shall  he-entitled  to  use  any  such  land  warrant 
in  payment  for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  fl  SIS  psr  sere  for  the 
quanti^  of  land  therein  specified. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    I  wiU  accept  that. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Suppose  one  of  the  holders  of 
these  warrants  is  not  entitled  to  pre&nptiont  can 
he  locate  his  Und  under  that  proviso  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Upon  any  land  subject  to 
private  entry. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Is  that  all  ?  That  cuts  off  a  very 
large  class  of  persons  who  are  entitled  to  their 
warrants,  but  are  in  sections  of  country  where 
there  are  no  lands  subject  to  private  entry.  There 
is  not  an  acre  on  the  JPacific  coast  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry,  and  will  not  be  for  years. 

The  amendment  to  the  amenoment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  offer  an  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  latter  part  of  the  bill: 

Bsc.  — .  wind  6«  U  futiUr  eiMcled,  That  if  any  oikeer 
or  soldier,  enUtied  under  the  sot  of  Septemher  96,  1850, 
shall  have  died  fince  the  passage  of  said  act.  the  rifht  ac- 
croing  under  said  acts  to  said  olBcer  or  Holdler  shall  sur- 
vive to  his  heir  or  heirs  st  law,  aaythiag  in  said  set  to  the 
eontrsiy  notwithstanding. 
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Mr.  FELCH.   I  would  inquire  what  particular  ' 
ease  that  is  intended  to  meet  ?    What  effect,  in 
that  regard,  the  laws  now  existing  have?  i 

Mr.  DODGE.  I  will  insert  ip  the  amendment 
after  •«  September  28,  1850,"  the  words  "or  of 
this  act.** 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  thia  amendment  will 
not  pass.  I  fear  that  we  are  o? erloading  tlie  ori- 
ginal bill  with  amendments,  and  are  exposing  it 
to  hazard  in  sending  it  back  to  the  other  House. 
This  amendment  proposes  to  alter  the  principle  of 
the  original  bill • 

Mr.  DODGE.  I  will  relieve  my  friend  by 
withdrawing  the  amendment.  It  is  one  in  which 
1  have  not  much  interest. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I.  have  not  proposed  ^ny' 
amendment  to  this  joint  resolution;  but  \  suggest 
to  the  friends  of  this  measure — and  I  profess  to 
be  one — an  amendment  which  I  think  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protectioo  oftheGUivemment.  Un^er 
the  law  granting  bounty  lands  to  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  Mexican  war,  the  power  of  transfer 
was  given.  It  has  often  been  the  case  that  fraud- 
ulent applications  have  been  made  to  the  Pension 
Office,  and  evidence  so  strong  been  produced  that 
warranu  have  been  issued  to  the  persons  present- 
ing them.  1  have  understood  that  in  one  case, 
five  different  warrants  have  been  issued  for  one 
service.  These  warrants  have  all  gone  into  the 
hands  of  innocent  purchasers,  transferees,  with- 
out any  knowledge  on  their  part  of  the  fraud  com- 
mitted on  the  Government.  On  principles  of  equity 
the  Government  is  bound  to  carry  out  the  contract 
•  and  issue  a  patent  to  each  holder  of  the  four  fraud- 
ulent applications. 

Now,  can  no  plan  be  adopted  by  which  the 
Government  can  be  protected  from  this  kind  of 
imposition?  A  warrant  is  issued.  It  is  trans- 
ferable. A  gets  it  t<Mlay,  and  transfers  it  to  B  to- 
morrow, without  any  knowled|>:c  on  the  part  of 
B  that  it  is  fraudulent.  B  applies  for  a  patent.  It 
is  granted  to  him.  How  are  we  to  investigate 
this  ?  Can  any  amendment  be  offered  to  this  joint 
resolution,  in  order  lo  relieve  it  from  these  conse- 
quences ?  If  it  cannot  be  done,  you  see  at  once 
that  the  Government  is  in  a  posiuon  in  which  it 
is  liable  to  be  defrauded. 

I  have  a  case  of  the  kind  of  which  I  have  spoken 
in  my  mind  now.  A  man  by  the  name  of  King, 
of  the  State  of  Geoi^ia,  enlisted  in  the  service 
during  the  Mexican  war.  He  died  at  Sullivan *s 
Islanu,  in  South  Carolina.  Immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  authorizing  bounty  lands  to 
oe  given,  two  females  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
applied,  as  the  surviving  sisters  of  this  man,  for  a 
warrant,  and  the  papers  were  made  out  and  sub- 
mitted tolbe  office  here.  A  warrant  was  issued. 
It  was  transferred  to  a  gentlenpan,  I  believe  a  son- 
in-law  of  a  Senator  upon  this  floor,  innocently, 
and  he  got  a  patent.  I  am  now  applying  in  the 
name  of  the  tme  representatives  of  the  person  that 
died.  I  shall  get  a  patent  for  them,  and  thus  there 
will  be  two  for  the  same  service.  I  make  these 
sugg^tions;  and  if  any  gentleman,  who  has  been 
looking  into  this  matter,  can  form  an  amendment 
by  which  theGovernment  can  be  protected,  I  shall 
vote  for  it.  For  my  part,  I  can  at  present  see  no 
way  to  avoid  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  I  understand  the  difficulty 
to  which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  refers,  it  is 
this:  two  persons  claim  to  be  the  real  assignees  of 
the  warrant.  A  patent  issues  to  each  of  them.  Is 
that  the  difficulty  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  tha^  it  would 
effect  the  Senator's  object  if  it  was  provided  that 
no  patent  should  issue  except  to  the  last  assignee 
whose  name  was  upon  the  face  of  the  warrant. 
The  warrant  then  would  show  to  whom  the  pat- 
ent ought  to  issue,  anjl  the  Government  would  not 
have  to  look  into  the  question  of  the  ownership  of 
the -warrant. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  is  not  the  point.  It  is 
this:  Persons  fraudulently  representing  themselves 
to  be  the  next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  officer  or  sol- 
dier, impose  upon  the  Government  testimony 
which  goes  to  establish  that  fact.  A  warrant  is- 
sues, and  is  immediately  transferred  to  an  inno- 
cent purchaser.  The  innocent  purchaser  will  be 
protected,  and  a  patent  will  have  to  issue  under 
the  warrant  thus  fraudently  obtained;  and  yet  the 
rightful  person  will  apply  and  he  will  get  a  proper 
warrant,  and  thereby  there  will  be  two  patents  for 
the  same  service. 


Mr.  HUNTER.  The  only  remedy  for  that  is 
to  punish  the  man  who  applies  fraudulently;  and 
that  remedy  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  another 
act,  not  in  thia. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  would  not  get  the  land 
back  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    This  is  purely  a  legal 

Jiuestion,  and  1  rise  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
ew  suggestions  in  response  to  my  friend  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawson.]  In  all  cases  of  assign- 
ment, the  general  principle  is,  that  the  assignee 
stands  precisely  in  the  some  condition  with  the 
assignor.  If  that  principle  is  carried  out  in  refer- 
ence to  these  land  warrants,  the  assignee  will  oc- 
cupy no  better  condition  than  the  person  who 
fraudulently  obtained  the  warrant.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment, tnerefore,  discovers  the  fraud  before  it 
makes  the  grant,  it  can  suspend  the  issuing  of  the 
grant,  because  it  has  the  same  equity  as^ainst  an 
assignee  that  it  has  against  a  fraudulent  holder  of 
a  warrant.  In  that  case,  the  Government  would 
withhold  the  grant  of  the  patent,  and  refuse  to  al- 
low this  fraudulent  warrant  to  be  carried  into  a 
grant.    That  is  one  remedy. 

The  difficulty  would  arise  in  this  way.  Before 
making  any  discovery  of  the  fraud  the  warrant 
may  be  located,  and  a  patent  may  then  issue.  If 
the  patent  issues,  and  the  GK>vernment  thereby 
parts  with  its  title,  the  title  is  passed  into  the  hands 
of  an  innocent  holder  by  that  transfer.  But  how 
are  you  to  get  clear  of  that  fraud  ?  The  innocent 
holder  will  say  if  you  attempt  to  deprive  him  of 
hie  land,  that  it  is  your  own  fault  to  have  broueht 
this  title  into  market  whereby  it  came  into  his 
hands  innocently,  and  that  he  should  not  be  the 
loser  by  it.  The  question  is,  can  you  have  any 
remedy  for  that  state  of  the  case  ?  You  have  but 
one  remedy,  and  the  question  is,  would  it  be  politic 
to  apply  it?  What  is  the  remedy  ?  There  is  but 
one,  and  that  is  to  declare  that  all  grants  and  all 
warrants  issued  in  fraud  of  these  acts  shall  be  void. 
You  cannot  reach  it  any  other  way  than  by  de- 
claring, that  whenever  a  warrant  is  issued  in  fraud 
of  the  law,  that  the  warrant  and  all  subsequent 
steps  taken  to  perfect  it  and  every  subsequent  act 
are  wholly  ana  utterly  void  by  law,  and  passes 
no  title  from  the  Government  to  the  fraudulent 
holder  of  the  claim.  That  would  be  a  complete 
remedy  if  a  proposition  of  this  sort  should  be 
offered  and  adopted. 

But  then  the  question  is,  would  it  be  politic  to 
apply  that  remedy  ?  Would  it  be  proper  to  pro- 
vide by  law  that  the  patents  which  issue  upon 
those  warrants  shall  be  void  ?  If  that  is  done,  it 
will  embarrass  to  a  very  considerable  extent  the 
sale  of  this  property  in  the  market;  and  you  are 
making  these  land  warrants  assignable  with  a  view 
of  benefiting  the  old  soldier.  When  you  adopt 
such  a  remray  as  that,  the  purchaser  of  the  war- 
rant will  say  to  the  soldier,  I  can  give  you  so  much 
for  it,  and  no  more,  because  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  half  a  dozen  other  warrants  have  been  issued 
before  this,  fraudulently,  for  this  identical  service. 
When  a  tract  of  land  patented  is  offered  to  be 
sold,  the  speculator  and  the  purchaser  will  say  to 
the  seller,  1  can  only  offer  you  so  much  for  it,  be- 
cause I  have  to  risk  the  fact  whether  half  a  dozen 
other  patents  have  not  been  founded  on  this  same 
service;  five  out  of  which  half  dozen  must  be 
fraudulent.  By  an  attempt  to  prescribe  a  remedy 
in  a  case  of  the  kind,  you  embarrass  all  the  titles 
and  all  the  tracts,  and  produce  the  state  of  things 
which  I  have  anticipated. 

There  is  no  difficulty  about  this  thing  if  theoffi- 
cera  of  the  Government  will  only  do  Uieir  duty. 
And  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  from  an  investigation 
at  the  Pension  Office  where  these  land  warrants 
are  granted,  that  there  are  not  those  alphabets  kept 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  these  frauds 
being  practised  upon  the  Grovemment.  There 
ought  to  be  an  alphabet  kept  and  arran^  in  such 
a  way  that  whenever  an  application  is  made  to 
obtain  a  warrant,  it  would  be  within  the  power  of 
the  officera  of  the  Pension  Bureau  to  turn  directly 
to  the  record  and  ascertain  whether  a  warrant  has 
been  issued  before  for  that  identical  claim. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  thi^t  I  believe  this  is  not  the 
fact;  I  have  had  occasion  to  inquire  into  mattera 
of  this  sort,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  that 
direct  information  which  would  be  easily  ootained 
if  these  alphabets  were  kept  in  such  manner  as  to 
obtain  at  once  the  full  iaformation  which  ought  to 
be  had. 

Sir,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  had  better 
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let  things  go  on  as  they  are,  and  make  these  land 
warrants  assig^nable  without  making  a  proriaion 
in  this  bill  to  cover  the  fraudulent  cases  which  my 
friend  from  Georgia  Supposes  may  exist.    That        I 
there  will  be  fmuus  practised  on  tlfe  Government       J 
to  some  extent,  we  may  well  imagine  from  what 
has  already  taken  place.    If  the  officers  of  the 
Government  would  keep  such  an  alphabet  as  that 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  would  look  into  that 
before  multiplying  warrants,  then    there  would 
never  be  two  warrants   issued   upon  the  same 
claim. 

Mr.  BELL.    You  would  have  to  issue  the 
rightful  one  whenever  it  was  claimed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    It  ma*y  be  as  my  friend 
says,  that  you  would  have  to  issue  the 
warrant  whenever  it  was  claimed,  but 
done  upon  full  deliberation,  and  in  that  way  you 
would  find    that   you  had   issued  one  warrant 
fraudulently,  and  there  would  not  be  more  than 
two  issued.    But  in  the  case  which  my  honorable 
friend  from  Georgia  puts,  there  may  be  half  a 
dozen,  and  perhaps  a  dozen,  fraudulent  warrants 
issued,  unless  officera  of  tlie  Grovemment  will  work 
in  the  way  I  have  mentioned.   I  have  had  occasion 
before  this,  to  remarklhat  I  considered  it  to  betha 
absolute  duty  of  Congress  to  have  all  the  execu- 
tive offices,  and  the  b^oks  in  those  offices,  exam* 
ined  from  beginning  to  end,  in  order  that  we  might 
know  how  the    executive  departments  conduct 
their  business  and  keep  their  books.    We  could 
then  see  what  frauds  were  permitted.    I  do  not 
know  that  this  has  ever  been  done.    It  has  not 
been  done  since  I  have  been  a  memberof  Cong^ress. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  has  been  done  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  this  day,  but  I 
believe  that  there  is  not  a  State  Legislature  in  the 
United  States  that  does  not  do  the  same  thing  an- 
nually. 

I  have  thrown  out  these  remarks  by  way  of 
answer  to  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia,  i  do  not  see  that  there  can  be  any 
remedy,  unless  you  will  provide,  as  I  have  sug- 
gested, that  everything  that  does  issue  without 
sufficient  legal  warrant  shall  be  void.  That  would 
reach  the  case,  but  the  question  is,  whether  it 
would  not  be  impolitic. 

The  PRESIDENT.  No  amendment  has  been 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  None  at  all.  1  would  have 
proposed  an  amendment,  such  as  is  suggested  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  out  for  the 
fact  that  I  thought  it  would  depreciate  the  value  of 
the  warrants  in  the  market,  and  thereby  injure  the 
old  soldier,  whereas  it  is  the  object  of  the  bin  to 
benefit  him. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
difficulty  may  be  met  in  two  ways.  It  may  b« 
met  by  declaring  that  a  warrant  issued  on  fraud- 
ulent evidence  shall  be  void.  That  might  em- 
barrass some  people  it  is  true;  but  if  this  is  n«t 
done  there  will  be  an  innocent  holder  of  every 
fraudulent  warrant  that  is  issued,  and  you  can 
never  reinstate  yourself.  But  if  there  be  one  or 
more  fraudulent  wairrants  issued  in  the  name  of  an 
individual,  you  will  hal-e  to  issue  the  true  war^ 
rant  aAer  all.  Now,  1  apprehend  that  if  you  ^ 
a  little  behind  this,  there  must  be  some  defect  m 
the  proceedings.  I  regret  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  did  not  tell  us  by  yirhat  kind  of 
evidence  this  heirahip  of  which  he  spoke  was  es- 
tablished. The  falsitv  of  this  thing  lies  in  a  per- 
son's coming  forwarci  and  pretending  to  be  neir 
to  a  soldier  when  he  is  not  an  heir,  and  establish- 
ing that  fact  by  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  bureau. 
Supppose,  now,  that  you  should  require  that  who- 
ever undertakes  to  establish  heirship,  shall  estab- 
lish it  in  the  locality  by  evidence  before  a  judge, 
and  that  that  judge  shaft  place  the  seal  of  the  court 
to  it,  how  is  it  then  to  be  fabricated  ?  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  requiring  that  information  at  all.  How, 
then,  is  it  to  be  fabricated?  Why  a  man  may 
forge  the  seal  of  the  court.  But  that  interposes 
another'difficulty,  for  there  is  a  severe  punishment 
annexed  to  that  crime.  I  apprehend  that  by  some 
such  provision  as  that,  either  adopted  voluntarily 
in  the  bureau,  or  if  not  adopted  tbere  made  com- 
pulsory by  law,  would  put  a  stop  to  i)|yiudulent 
pretensions  of  this  sort.  It  would  not,  under  such 
circumstances,  be  a  very  easy  thing  for  a  person 
falsely  claiming  to  ht  heir  to  establish  that  fact  be- 
fore a  judge  in  the  vicinity  who,  upon  satisfactory 
evidence,  should  put  his  seal  of  office  to  the  testi* 
mony.    I  do  not  tee  a  great  deal  of  dtffieuhy  in  it 
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\'C  seems  to  me  an  amendment  might  be  easily 
^  r^wn  up  which  would  meet  the  case. 

The  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
public  Lands  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as 
amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
eoncarrine  with  the  amendment  made  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  suppose  this  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  offer  an  amehdment  to  the  amend- 
ment ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Before  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  is  adopted  by  the  Senate,  I  have  some 
amendments  which  I  propose  to  offer.  I  look 
vipon  this  measure  as  being  effectually  an  aban- 
donment of  our  present  land  system,  but  at  the 
mme  time,  seeing  it  do  be  evidently  the  determl- 
Batjon  of  the  Senate  to  pass  it,  I  wish  to  offer  my 
smeodments,  and  shall  simply  ask  of  the  Senate 
to  give  me  a  recorded  vote  on  them,  by  yeas  and 
najs.  The  first  amendment  which  1  propose  to 
oiler  is  to  insert  a/ter  section  2,  as  section  3  of  the 
amendment  reported. by  the  conunittee,  the  fol- 
io viog: 

Sec.  3.  •Snd  be  it  further  enaetedy  Thai  where  any  per- 
•n,  beiny  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  having  declared 
feuor  tier  intention  to  beeome  tuch  according  to  existing 
bra,  and  being  of  Um  age  of  twenty- one  years  or  upwards, 
«r  tbe  hend  of  a  fiunily,  thaJI  settle  upon  any  of  the  public 
hid«  of  the  United  States  not  reserved  for  forts,  arsenals, 
tfoek-ynrds,  navy-yards,  or  other  needAil  buildings  or  spe- 
dil  parpoces,  or  appropriated  for  other  special  uses,  except 
well  mm  are  kdowu  to  contain  mines  of  the  precioun  or 
frara  metals,  or  precious  stones,  and  shall  reside  upon  and 
esteivnte  the  same,  or  a  part  thereof,  for  the  term  of  Ave 
yetrv,  such  person  shall  be  allowed  to  enter,  without  charge, 
in  le^al  Mibdivisioos,  at  th^  proper  land  office,  the  land  so 
tgsOed  apon  and  occupied  not  exceeding  in  quantity  a  quar- 
ter arectiuo,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  said  settle- 
B»U  aod  occupancy  to  be  manifteed  and  proved  according 
»iach  recnlations  as  shall  be  adopted  and  promulgated  by 
Ike  S«cr«cary  of  the  Interior :  Providedy  That  when  the 
wiOer  alndl  not  be  a  citUen  of  the  United  States,  but  shall 
kv«  declared  hia  intention  only  as  aforesaid,  he  or  she 
ihalt  not  be  allowed  to  make  the  entry  aforesaid  until  he  or 
^  sib  all  hare  perfected  bis  or  her  natttralization  according 
Is  ttee  lawa  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  the  proposition  which  I  have 
offered  does  not  fully  embrace  my  views  in  re^rd 
to  the  disposition  which  should  be  made  of  the 
pubfie  iaiKU.  I  have  heretofore  submitted  a  prop- 
osicioa  which  I  believed  to  be  the  correct  one;  and 
I  bare  heretofore  had  hope  of  a  favorable  vote  of 
the  Senate  upon  it.  They  have,  however,  as  often 
ai  they  have  voted  upon  it,  voted  it  down.  This 
uaendment  is  g^oin^  to  some  extent  in  conformity 
with  my  own  individual  view,  but  not  to  the  whole 
extent.  It  will  be  perceived  (hat  this  is  but  simply 
t proposition  to  grant  to  five  years'  actual  settlers 
oDe  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public  lands 
vitliout  charge.  It  is  a  proposition  which  has 
been  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  the 
form  of  an  original  bill.  I  remember  that  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  in  the  last 
Congress,  offered  a  proposition  of  the  kind.  Mr. 
Webster,  formerly  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
when  in  this  body,  offered  a  resolution  embracing 
a  proposition  of  this  kind.  There  was  no  finiu 
vote  taken  upon  either  of  those  propositions.  I 
now  bring  forward  this  proposition;  and  I  offer  it 
hot  in  competition  with  this  bill  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land'  Warrants,  but  as  additional  thereto. 

Tlie  proposition  under  consideration ,  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  is  not,  it  is  true,  one  which  pro- 
poses  to  grant  land  warrants,  but  one  which  pro- 
poses to  make  them  assignable.  However,  it  does 
propose  to  authorize  the  issue  of  land  warrants  to 
a  certain  class  of  soldiers,  who  have  heretofore 
aot  been  entitled  to  them.  ^  I  think  it  but  fair,  but 
just,  and  but  in  keeping  ^th  the  correct  policy  of 
the  country,  that  if  this  class  of  individuals  is  to 
be  permitted  to  have  the  public  lands  gratuitously, 
be  who  occupies  the  soil ,  who  cultivates  it,  who 
contributes  to  the  wealth  of  the  country  by  the 
pajrment  of  taxes,  should  also  be  permitted  to  re- 
fwe  lands  gratuitously.  But  I  shall  make  no 
extended  speech  on  this  subject.  ^  I  shall  make  no 
argument  m  advocacy  of  it.  It  is  a  proposition 
opon  which  every  Senntor  must  have  long  re- 
fkcted;  and  the  mind  of  every  one  is  promibly 
made  up  in  regard  to  it.  I  will  merely  ask  that 
the  vote  upon  mis  amendment  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  tmjM. 

The  Teas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    Before  th«  vote  ia  taken,  I 


desire  to  say  that  I  have  no  objection  to  the  prop- 
osition contained  in  this  amendment,  and  as  a 
separate  proposition  I  think  I  should  vote  for  it;* 
but  as  an  amendment  bo  this  bill  1  shall  vote  against 
it;  because  I  think  it  is  presenting  a  new  question, 
and  one  which  must  defeat  the  passage  of  tlie  bill. 
I  am  very  anxious  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
should  pass.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment;  but  I  will  say  to  the  Seni^tor,  that 
as  a  separate  proposition  I  should  be  favorably 
disposea  towanis  it. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  merely  wish  to  -temark,  that 
this  proposition  involves  a  question  of  very  |^eat 
magnitude,  and  one  ^hich  was  discussed  at  some 
length  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  The  prop- 
osition contained  in  this  amendment,  if  I  under- 
stand it  correctly,  goes  further  than  any  of  the 
propositions  which  have  been  heretofore  submitted 
for  the  attainment  of  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin.  Most  of  the  other  propositions 
have  provided  for  some  compensation  to  the  Gen- 
ecal  Government  for  the  amount  expended  by  the 
General  Government  in  procuring  the  title  to  the 
public  domain.  According  to  the  statistical  accounts 
upon  that  subject,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  the  cost  of 
the  public  domain  to  the  General  Government  is 
something  like  twenty-two  cents  per  acre.  These 
expenditures  are  constantly  going  on.  That  is, 
we  are  cQnstantly  proceeding  with  the  surveys  of 
the  public  lands.  We  are  constantly  keeping  up 
a  system  of  adminisiering  the  public  lands — land 
offices,  surveyor's  offices,  &c.,  so  that  these  ex- 
penditures are  constantly  accumulating.  Former 
propositions  proposed  to  remunerate  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  certain  extent — some  to  a  greater  and 
some  to  a  less  extent  for  these  expenditures.  This^ 
proposition,  however,  abandons  that  entirely,  and 

f>rovide8  simply  for  granting  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
ic domain  to  every  person  who  shall  settle  upon 
it  without  any  compensation  therefor.  The  other 
bills  always  provided  for  carrying  out  the  details 
of  the  new  system.  If  I  understand  the  reading 
of  the  amendment  correctly,  we  ore  to  require  that 
there  shall  be  five  years'  occupancy  before  any  title 
can  be  acquired  by  the  settler.  It  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious if  we  are  to  provide  for  a  system  of  that  kind, 
we  need  further  legislation  upon  that  subject. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  proposes  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  and  complicated  system.  When  I 
say  he  proposes  a  new  system,  I  do  not  mean  by 
that  that  we  have  never  had  any  laws  which  re- 
quired a  settlement  of  the  lands  before  certain 
rights  were  acquired;  but  I  mean  new  as  applied 
to  the  general  aistribution  of  the  public  domain — 
a  great  and  important  interest  as  every  man  must 
see;  ond  so  it  has  ever  been  regarded.  The  little 
experience  which  we  have  had  in  this  matter,  is 
that  which  relates  to  Florida — to  the  armed  occu- 
pation of  Florida,  as  it  was  called.  We  required 
a  settlement  for  a  certain  leng^th  of  time  to  acqOire 
certain  rights.  The  l^islation  upon  that  subject 
is  most  instructive.  From  the  time  we  passed  a 
law  giving  certedn  rights  of  this  description,  and 
providing  for  a  certain  manner  of  proof  to  show 
a  compliance  with  the  law,  almost  up  to  the  present 
time,  there  has  never  been  a  session  of  Congress  in 
which  there  has  not  been  more  or  less  legislation 
on  that  subject.  I  cite  this  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  this  amendment  involves  grave  and 
important  questions. 

If  it  is  the  will  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Congre«s, 
and  of  the  country  to  change  the  administration 
of  the  public  lands,  let  us  never  forget  that  we  are 
dealing  with  a  great  and  momentous  question; 
and  that  there  is  connected  with  it,  and  must  be 
connected  with  it,  a  vast  machinery,  so  compli- 
cated, that  unless  our  legislation  upon  the  subject 
shall  be  carefully  matured,  unless  we  shal  Ihave  re- 
course to  the  lights .  of  experience  upon  the  sub- 
ject, unless  we  resort  to  a"  careful  observation  of 
the  results  of  what  we  have  done,  we  shall  never 
be  able  to  adopt  such  a  system  as  will  accomplish 
the  objects  of  those  who  desire  to  see  it  carried 
into  effect. 

Sir,  I  have  my  own  views  in  regard  to  the  ad-* 
ministration  of  the  public  domain;  and  whatever 
others  may  think  of  it,  I  cannot  regard  it  in  any 
other  l^ht  than  as  a  great  and  momentous  ques- 
tion. For  my  own  part,  though  I  am  ready  to 
take  up  and  examine  it — and  I  desire  to  examine  it 
in  a  view  of  liberality  and  with  a  wish  to  afford 
every  facility  for  the  apeedy  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  which  can  fee  afforded — yet  I  certainly 
■hall  regrst  to  see  any  hasty  legislation  on  the 


subject.  Before  a  proposition  of  this  kind  should 
be  adopted,  I  would  wish  again  to  express  my 
views  in  regard  to  it.  If  they  are  modified  f)y 
experience,  very  well.  If  they  are  the  same  as 
they  were  last  year,  very  well.^  Other  gentlemen, 
I  kndw,  stand  m  the  same  position.  And  to  dis- 
po(^  of  the  m&tter  by  an  amendment  offered  to  a 
bill,  to  the  subject-matter  of  which  it  has  no  rela- 
tion, and  to  dispose  of  it  by  a  silent  vote  in  this 
manner,  it  seems  to  me  would  be  asking  almost 
too  much.  Of  course,  I  am  prepared  to  cast  my 
vote  on  the^ubject,  if  that  vote  must  be  cast.  But 
if  we  are  to  think  of  the  subject  maturely;  if  we 
are  to  aci  upon  it,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
take  it  up  in  a  separate  bill,  and  to  act  upon  it  by 
itself,  and  let  it  receive  the  investigation  vvhidi  it 
deserves — a  full  consideration  by  the  Senate.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  dispose  of  the  subject  in  this 
summary  manner.  I  shall  not  be  in  favor  of  add- 
ing it  to  this  bilK,  nor  should  I  be  in  favor  of  it  if 
I  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  proposition  to  the 
fullest  extent.  I  wish  to  see  the  details  of  the  new 
system. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  is  great  force  and  wis- 
dom in  the  observations  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  who  has  lust  taken  his  seat.  We 
seem  to  be  complicating  this  measure  with  a  great 
variety  of  things  which  have  no  connection  what- 
ever with  the  main  scope  and  purpose  of  the  bill. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  make  these  land  war- 
rants assignable,  so  as  to  put  them  upon  the  same 
footing  with  all  other  property  in  this  country. 
That  is  to  say,  at  the  aisposaf  of  the  owner.  I 
have  always  been  in  favor  of  that  object;  and  for 
one  I  am  indisposed  to  add  any  proposition  to  the 
bill  which  shall  not  have  some  reasonable  connec* 
tion  with  its  main  object  and  purpose. 

But  I  confess  that  so  many  amendments,  and 
amendments  to  amendments,  have  been  proposed, 
that  I,  for  one,  am  incapable  of  understanding  the 
operation  and  effect  they  are  to  have  upon  our ' 
general  land  system  to  which  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  has  referred.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  this  amendment  may  be  allowed  to  be 
printed,  and  that  the  Senate  will  adjourn.  I  move 
that  the  amendments  be  printed. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  suggest  that  the  bill 
as  amended,  with  the  proposed  amendments,  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  adopt  the  suggestion  and 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  understood  tlie  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  to  suggest  that  there  were  some  other 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  offer  to  the  bill. 
I  would  suggest  that  he  had  better  submit  them  all 
informally,  and  let  them  be  printed. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

M  OND  AT,  Janttary  19,  1652. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

Prayer  by  the  Kev.  L.  F.  MoaoAK. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  motion  made  upon  Monday  last 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Alli- 
SDK,]  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Whereat  the  Superintendent  of  the  Centu*  has  published 
— {n  the  Ohbe  of  January  1st,  1858 — a  clear  and  eondensed 
report  of  the  Census,  containing  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
information : 

And  whereas  that  information,  now  desired  by  the  peo- 
ple, cannot  be  had,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  printing,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  and  then  in  liinited  and  very  inacjfequate 
quantities;  therefore 

ReBolved.  That  tlie  Committee  on  Printinc  be  instructed 
to  order  100,000  copies  of  that  report  for  me  use  of  this 
House,  provided  thecostsfaall  not  exceed  one  cent  per  copy. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  or- 
dered 

Mr.  SWEETSER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resoluUon  was 
not  now  before  the  House.  The  question  was 
upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  That  resolution  refers, 
I  believe,  to  a  publication  that  was  made  in  the 
OUb$,    i  do  not  know  myself  what  it  is,  and  I 
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cUire  aav  that  there  a^e  msjiv  ^tJemen  here  who 
are  in  tne  same  situation.  If  U  is  a  short  article, 
it  might  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  We  have  all 
read  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  article  could  only 
be  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  objected.  • 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  wece— 
yeas  1^,  nays  38;  as  follows* 

YBAS— Menrt.  CbariM  Allen,  Willif  Allen,  Andrews, 
Jolin  Appleton,  WilMam  Appleton,  Ashe,  Areretl,  Bell, 
Bibighaus,  Bocock,  Bragg,  BreckeQridge,  Benton,  Bri||g4, 
Brooks,  Albert  6.  Brown,  Buell,  BurrowSf  Busby.  E.  Onr- 
rington  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thompfson 
Campbell,  Cartter,  Caskie.  Chandler,  Cliapman,  Church- 
wdl,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Cobb,  Colcock,  CuIIoid;  Geoige  T. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Doty,  Duncan,  Durkee,  Eastman, 
Edmundson.  Ficklin,  Pilch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Freeman, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gentry,  GIddings,  Gilmore,  Goode- 
now.  Green,  Grow,  Harper,  Sampson  W.  Hams,  Hart, 
Haws,  Hascall.  Haven,  Hebard,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer, 
Jtlolladay,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe, 
Hunter,  ingersoU,  Ives,  Jackaon,  Jenldns.  Andrew  John- 
son, John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston  King,  Kuhns,  Kurtz,  Lnndry, 
Lockhart.  Mace,  Martin,  McLanahan,  McNair,  Meade, 
Miller,  Miner.  Molony.  Henry  D.  Moore,  Moreh^,  Mur- 
ray, Nabers,  Newton,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Peadee,  Powell,  Pricn.  Richardson,  Robinson,  Ross,  Rus- 
sell, Spbernierhom.  Scnoonmaker,  Scudder,Origen  S.  Sey- 
mour, Smith,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.*  Stanton, 
Richard  H.  Stanton.  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  Stuart, 
I'aylor,  Bentamin Thompson,  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  Thurs- 
ton, Towniihend,  Tuck,  walbridge.  Ward,  Washburn, 
Watkins,  Welch.  Wells.  Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  WU- 
liams,  Woodward,  and  Yates— 133 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Barrere,  (^haslain,  Cliny- 
nian,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Edgerton,  Gaylord,  Hamilton, 
Isbam  G.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Thomas  Y.  How, 
James  Johnson,  Georse  W.  Jones,  Letcher,  Humplirey 
Marshall,  McCorkle.  McDonald,  John  Meore,  Murphy, 
Olds,  Orr,  Penn,  Phelps,  Polk,  RobUns.  Sackect,  School- 
craft, Scurry,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  St  Martin,  Sweet- 
aer,  Venable,  Wallace,  Walsh,  and  Addison  Whitfr— 38^, 

So  the  rules  were  stispended. 

Mr.  ALLISON  then  submitted  his  resolution. 

And  the  question  bein^  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  STuART  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered to  be  put,  which  was  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  POL&  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  not  this  resolution,  if  adopted, 
break  the  oontract  of  the  public  printer  ? 

The  WEAKER.  It  is  not  for  the  Chair  to  de- 
termine what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.  Well,  that  will  be  the  result  of  it. 
If  it  is  adopted,  we  shall  have  the  public  printer 
eoming  to  this  House  for  compensation. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.    Is  the  question  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Has  the  previous  question 
been  ordered  on  the  resolution  so  that  it  cannot 
be  amended  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes. 
^  The  question  was  theif  taken,  and  there  were— 
yeas  49,  nays  127;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Measra.  Abererooibie,  Barrere.  Boeoek,  Brooks, 
Lewis  D.  Cam^^l,^  Churchwell,  Clinfman,  Colcock, 
Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Disney ,  Dunham,  Edferton,  Flor- 
ence, Hall,  Hamilton,  Isham  O.  Harris,  Haws,  Hendricks, 
.  Houston,  Thomas  T.  How,  James  Johnson,  6eor|e  W. 
Jonas,  Landry.  Letcher,  Mace,  Humprey  Marsbafl,  Mc- 
MulUn,  MUlsoft,  John  Moore,  Murphv,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw, 
Penn,  Phelps,  Polk,  Price,  Bobbins,  Saekett,  Scurry,  Stan- 
ly, Alexander  H.  Stephens.  St  Martin,  Bweetatr,  V«i- 
aMe,  Wallace,  Walsh,  and  Addison  White-^«9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  WiUis  Allen,  Allisoo, 
Andrews,  John  Appleton,  WilUam  Appleton,  Ashe,  Aver- 
ett,  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Bibighaus,  Bissoll,  Bragg,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brenton,  BriQS,  Bueli.  Burrows,  Busby,  Caldwell, 
Thomson  Campbell,  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chapman, 
Chastain,  Clark,  Clev^and,  Cobb,  Cullom,  Curtis,  Geoige 
T.  Davis.  Dawson,  Dean,  Dinuuick,  Dockerv,  Do^  Dun- 
can, Durkee,  Edmundson,  Ewing,  Ricklin,  Fitch,  rowler, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  GIddings,  Gilmore, 
Ooodenow,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Harper,  Sampson  W.  Har- 
ris, Hart,  Hascall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer, 
HoUaday,  Horsrord,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe, 
Hunter,  Ingcrsoll,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson, 
John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  J. 
Qlancy  Joum,  Preston  King,  Kuhns,  Kurtz,  Lockhart,  Mar- 
tin, McCorkie.  McLanahan,  McNair,  Meade,  Miller,  Mi- 
ner, Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Mnrehead,  Morrison,  Mur- 
ray, Newtun,  Andrew  Parkejr,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peas- 
lee,  Porter,  Ranioul,  Robinson,  Ross,  Russell,  Soboonma- 
kcr,  Seudder,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  SayoMur,  Ben- 
jamin Btanton,  Fredariek  P.  Btsatoa,  Riobard  H.  Btantos, 


Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson, 
George  W.Thompion,  Thurston, Townshend.  Tuck,  Wat- 
bridge,  Ward,  WaRhbum,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wcllk,  Alex. 
White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Yates— 197. 


So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
whieh  the  resolution  was  adopted.  I  believe  that 
motion  is  debatable  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  U. 

[Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the^ Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  repoited  as  correctly  enrolled  the  bill 
to  admit  the  vessel  called  the  Eltwan  to  registry; 
and  it  received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  propose  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  long  speech,  but  I  desire  to  calftheir 
attention  to  the  resolution  they  have  just  adopted, 
with  the  hope  that  the  vote  bv  which  it  was  adopt- 
ed will  be  reconsidered,  ana  then  that  it  will  5e 
rejected.  Before  proceeding  I  desire  to  intjuire  of 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  this  resolution  if  it 
was  not  his  purpose,  if  it  was  not  understood 
that  this  printing,  instead  of  being  executed  by 
the' public  printer  of  the  House,  is  to  be  executed 
at  the  Globe  office? 

Mr.  ALLISON.  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  will  reply  to  the  interrogatory  he  has 
addressed  to  me.  I  certainlv  had  no  such  inten- 
tion; I  had  no  purpose  that  the  publication  should 
be  made  at  the  office  of  the  Globe.  The  only  de- 
sire that  I  had  was,  that  we  should  be  permitted 
to  disseminate  the  information  contained  in  that 
publication  throughout  the  country.  There  was 
no  design  to  have  it  published  at  any  particular 
office,  but  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  should 
have  the  entire  direction  of  the  matter,  as  it  cer- 
tainly has  by  tlie  language  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ORR.  With  the  permission  of  the  gentle- 
man, I  will  ask  him  another  question.  Why  is  it 
then  that  reference  is  made  in  the  preamble  to  the 
resolution  to  the  publication  in  the  Globe  7 

Mr.  ALLrSON.  I  shall  answer  that  by  saying 
that  I  did  not  know  how  I  should  designate  the 
particular  niatter  I  desired  to  have  published  bet- 
ter than  to  indicate  the  time  that  report  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe,  to  wit:  the  1st  of  January, 
1852. 

Mr.  ORR.  One  other  question,  if  the  gentle- 
man will  favor  me  with  an  answer. 

Mr.  ALLISON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  is  proposed  to  five  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  by  virtue  of  this  resolution, 
the  power  to  contract  with  any  other  person  than 
the  public  printer,  if  they  see  proper  to  do  so.  Is 
it  intended  to  confer  that  authority? 
*  Mr.  ALLISON.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  authority  or  direction  1 
intended  to  eive  in  the  language  of  the  resolution 
was,  that  the  committee  should  merehr  contract 
to  have  printed  one  hundred  thousana  copies  of 
that  report^ — ^not  that  they  should  have  power  to 
go  to  tnis  office  or  that  office,  or  to  divert  it  from 
the  office  to  which  i^  rightfully  belonged. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  enect  of  it  is  necessarily  to 
tfke  this  printing  from  the  public  printer  and  give 
it  to  some  one  Sat.  The  public  printer  has  al- 
ready entered  into  a  contract  by^  which  he  obli- 
gates himself  to  do  the  printing 'for  this  House, 
and  has  entered  into  bond  for  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  it.  The  terms  of  the  resolution,  by  con- 
ferring upon  the  committee  the  power  to  go  and 
make  a  contract,  contemplates  the  taking  away  of 
this  printing  from  the  public  printer.  I  do  not 
object  to  that  particularly,  but  only  to  the  result 
that  will  grow  out  of  it;  and  gentlemen  who  have 
any  experience  here  will  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  when  I  declare  it,  that  the  slightest  pretext 
will  be  seized  upon  by  the  public  printer  to  claim 
indemnity  from  this  House  for  an  alleged  viola- 
tion of  nia  contract.  We  have  had  experience 
already  upon  this  subject.  What  will  be  the  re- 
sult it  the  printer  fafl  to  discharge  his  duties? 
» A  motion  will  be  made  to  bring  him  before  the 
House  or  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom 
he  will  reply,  that  Congress  has  violated  their  con- 
tract by  voting  to  anouei:  a  portion  of  the  public 
printing  which  legitimately  belonged  to  him.  He 
will  bnng  in  a  memorial  here  claiming  indemnity. 
It  has  been  charged  that  the  public  printer  has 
thus  far  failed  to  do  his  duty.  I  have  nothing  to 
say  for  or  against  him,  until  that  becomes  mani- 
fest.   Let  the  Committee  on  Printing  report  |o 


the  House,  and  let  them  abro^te  the  contraet 
system;  but  I  object  to  the  giving  the  public 
printer  a  pretext  to  come  here  and  deroana  earn- 
pensation  from  this  House  for  a  supposed  vioU|. 
tion  of  the  contract,  and  declaring  it  void.  If  he 
has  failed  to  perform  his  obligations,  do  not  gire 
him  the  excuse  to  come  here  and  say  *'  that  you 
have  violated  the  contract  as  well  as  I  have,  and 
that  therefore  the  right  does  not  exist  in  you  to 
hold  me  to  a  strict,  accountability."  The  pubUe 
printer  has  already  began  to  make  complaint*.  I 
saw,  a  day  or  two  ago,  a  memorial  of  his  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate  m  reference  to  the  census 
printing.  He  states  that  he  has  made  large  out- 
lays, mat  he  has  purchased  some  five  or  six 
presses,  brought  hands  here  and  a  laige  amount  of 
type,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  printing,  lo 
my  own  opinion  ne  has  taken  the  coutraa  at  lets 

fnces  than  the  work  can  be  executed  for.  It  will, 
think,  result  in  a  failure;  and  if  you  five  him  the 
least  pretext  to  come  here  a!hd  demand  compensa- 
tion by  the  passage  of  this  or  a  similar  resolution, 
you  will  settle  upon  yourselves  the  necessitjr  of 
paying  for  the  breach  of  contract  $40,000  i5O,00O 
or  $100,000. 

'  Mr.  INOERSOLL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  whether  it  is  witnin  his  knowl- 
edge that,  if  this  matter  goes  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Printing,  they  will  give  it  to  some  other  office 
than  that  to  which  it  properly  belongs  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  My  reason  for  assuming  it  to  be  to, 
is  based  upon  the  preamble  of  the  resolution,  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man.   It  reads: 

Wbereas  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  has  pi^ 
lished— in  the  Olobe  of  January  IsC,  1852— a  clear  and  coa- 
denssd  report  of  the  Censtts,  containing  a  laifc  amonat  of 
valuable  information : 

And  whereas  chat  Infonnatioa,  now  d(>sired  V  Aepso> 
nie,  cannot  be  bad,  In  the  ordinary  course  of  priaifaf,  m  a 
long  lime  to  come,  and  then  in  limited  and  very  ina^Mtuata 
qnantilias :  therefore.  Bic. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  understand  there  is  a 
condensed  report  published  in  the  Glo6e,  and  that 
there  is  also  an  elaborate  report  to  be  published 
hereafter.  It  is  proposed  by  this  resolution  inai- 
much  as  there  is  a  condensed  report,  and  that  it 
will  take  a  long  time  to  print  the  elaborate  report, 
that  the  report  as  contamed  in  the  Globe  be  pub- 
lished. It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  resolution 
indicates  that  the  printing  shall  be  done  by  the 
Globe  office. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Osji,] 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevail,  whether  the 
resolution  could  not  be  amenaed  so  as  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  one  hundred  thousand  copies 
of  the  Globe,  and  thus  obviate  all  the  difficulty 
suggested  by  the  gentleman? 

l%e  SPEAKER.  If  the  vote  be  reconsidered, 
it  would  bring  the  resolution  back  under  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ORR.'   I  was  about  to  remark,  that  by 
adopting  the  course  suggested,  it  would  obviate 
the  objecMon  f4iave.statM.    I  am  opposed  mysdf 
to  printing  any  of  these  copies  at  aO,  but  there  is 
evidently  a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  iu 
If  the  vole  be  reconsidered,  and  the  resolution 
reached,  gentlemen  may  move  to  amend  it  by  or- 
dering the  purchasing  of  one  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  the  CongressiontU  Globe.    Then  it  would 
not  interfere  with  the  public  printing  at  all. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print  * 
ing,  I  will  make  a  statement  in  reference  to  thi^ 
matter,  so  that  the  House  may  understand  tii0 
j>rovision  ift  the  contract.    Some  time  ago  tberv 
was  a  resolution  introduced  into  the  Senate,  di- 
recting the  printing  of  the  census  to  be  given  to 
the  editors  of  the  Uf^on.    That  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  joint  Committee  on  Printine  of  tbe 
two  Houses.    The  committee  met,  took  tne  loftt- 
ter  into  consideration,  sent  for  the  public  printefi 
received  from  him  a  statement  of  his  claim  to  thftt 
particular  portion  of  the  printing,  which  he  pre- 
sented in  writing.    That  claim  was  examined  ^' 
tentively  by  the  conwiittee  of  the  two  Houae*» 
together  with  his  contract;  and  they  came  to  tb^ 
conclusion,  I  believe,  unanimously,  that  both  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  itself,  and  by  the  law  o^ 
Congress  which  directed  the  census  to  be  taken* 
the  public  printer  was  not  entitled  to  this  priD^' 
ing.    The  contract  itself  exduded  it,  and  the  la^ 
reserved  to  Congress  the  right  to  print  this  matt^ 
as  thsy  should  thiok  propsr. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


-W5! 


PUBLISHED  AT  WASHINGTON,  BY  JOHN  (X  RIVES— TERMS  $3  FOR  THIS  SESSION. 


g  32o  CoNORBst,  1st  Session. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  31,  1852., 


New  Series... .No.  20. 


Mr.  ORR.  That  was  altogether  a  different 
matter,  I  suspect,  from  what  is  conteTn|>lated  in 
chia  resolution.  It  is  an  abstract  of  the  census, 
as  I  andersumd  it,  and  a  contract  is  to  be  made 
for  its  printing.  The  very  fact  that  the  resolution 
coatemplales  the  necessity  of  making  a  contract, 
shows  that  it  is  to  be  taken  from  the  public  print- 
er^  aad  as  such  1  think  it  gires  to  him  the  right  to 
csme  to  this  House  and  cmim  damages  from  the 
House  for  a  violation  of  the  contract  with  him* 
iaasRnich  as  they  contracted  to  give  him  the  pub- 
Uc  printing. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  will  ask  the 
gentleittan  a  queeiion:  I  believe  he  is  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Printing.' 

Mr.  ORR.     I  am  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  not  then  put  the 
qncsuoo  to  him  1  intended.  I  will  wait  until  he 
gets  throoeh. 

MrT^RR.    I  am  through. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  public  printing  of  this 
House,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  now  regulated  by  law. 
We  bave  got  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
passsiT  some  years  ago,  providiner  for  the  letting 
oM  •r  all  the  public  printing  to  he  done  for  the 
Senate  anc^  House  by  contract.  Here  is  the  reso- 
tntioo.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  reading  it. 
The  diflQerent  kinds  of  printing  are  specifically 
provided  for:  the  reports  of  committees  at  par- 
ucukir  rates;  the  acts  of  Congress  at  particular 
rntes;  printed  bills  at  particular  rates;  and  then 
**  all  other  kinds  of  printing  ordered  by  either 
House'*  are  provided  for  in  a  general  clause. 
This  is  a  pubhc  law  of  the  land,  passed  by  the 
Sensu  and  House.  In  pursuance  of  this  law,  all 
the  Tsrious  classifications  of  printing  have,  at  cer^ 
tsxa  rates  set  out  in  the  contract,  been  let  out  by 
osBtrsct.  Now,  [  ask  this  House,  how  can  we 
^  and  make^a  contract  with  anybody  else  touch- 
10%  any  printing  that  we  may  want  done,  and 


kowcas  we  ask  the  present  contractor  to  do  it  for 
lass  than  the  rates  set  forth  in  his  contract?  This 
rmohlimi  (the  one  now  before  the  House)  says,, 
"provided  we- can  get  the  work  done  for  one  cent 
per  copy."  The  public  printer  has  already  got 
your  bond  that  he  skail  have  all  the  printing, 
daased  and  specified  at  fixed  rates.  That  is  his 
coBtraet. 

One  word  on  another  view,  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He  says  that  it 
would  not  violate  our  epcisting  contract  with  the 
pohhc  printer  for  the  House  to  purchase  a  cer- 
tain noraber  of  the  copies  of  the  ulobe  containing 
this  census  matter  from  Mr.  Rives.  If  the  gen- 
daaan  will  took  at  it,  I  think  he  will  see  that 
•aeh  a  course  would  be  as  much  a  violation  of  the 
ePBHaet  as  the  one  now  under  consideration,  be- 
CMae  how  can  you  get  the  printing  from  Mr. 
Siv^  bufby  a  bargain  or  contract  with  him  to 
(vrnish  you  with  so  much  printed  matter  of  a 
ptftieolar  kidd  which  you  want?  and  that  is  just 
vkat  the  present  public  printer  has  already  con- 
trtdadto  do. 

Mr.  PULLER,  o'f  Maine.  Suppose  Concress 
Mder  a  number  of  extra  copies  of  tne  life  of  John 
AAnu  and  Alexander  Hamilton  to  be  printed: 
4oes  that  come  within  the  contract  for  the  print- 
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[r.  STEPHENS.  I  am  not  prepared  to  an- 
•vtr  that  cniesiion  of  the  gentleman  at  this  mo- 
ttest.  If  Congress  were  to  make  such  an  order, 
it  would  have  to  be  done  by  law — by  the  joint 
tetioa  of  the  two  Houses  and  by  bill  or  joint 
itsohitioo.  Not  being  on  the  Committee  on  Print- 
nmt  and  not  very  familiar  with  all  the  limitations 
«ithe  present  contract,  I  am  not  prepared,  this 
aonent,  to  five  an  answer  to  the  gentleman,  and 
to  say  whether  the  present  contractor  would  be 
Icgslly  entitled  to  the -execution  of  such  an  order 
or  not.  But  he  must  know,  when  we  order  an 
extra  number  of  any  document  in  this  House,  or 
ny  printing  for  the  use  of  this  House,  the  con- 
ttastor  for  the  ^Hitting  is  certainly  entitled  to  it. 
That  is  the  rery  objea  of  the  contract.  It  is  by 
tlfowiog^  all  the  work  into  the  same  hands  to  get 
it  dons  At  the  lowest  rates.  And  if  we  were  to 
{)*•  oftf  <tf  thia  priatiag  to  any  othsr  person,  the 
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contractor  might  justly  complain.  That  is  alt  I 
have  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Fuller.]  I  consider  that  it  would  be  a  Violation 
of  our  contract  with  the  public  printer,  as  it  now 
exists,  for  us  to  order  any  number  of  any  docu> 
roeut  from  Mr.  Rives  or  anybody  else  but  the 
contract<ir.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  House 
taking  the  initiative  in  the  violation  of  that  con- 
tract. I  am  for  holding  these  contractors  to  their 
bond.  Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  been  very 
much  imposed  upon  in  the  public  printing. 

Besides  this,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  seitUingout 
this  abstract  of  the  census  at  this  time..  1  wfint 
such  a  compendium  of  the  census  at  we  intend  to 
publish  as  soon  as  possible.  I  want  it  printed  as 
soon  as  possible.  And  I  trust  the  Committee  on 
Printing  will  look  to  it,  and  if  there  is  unnecessary 
dehiy,  Uiat  tliey  will  bring  the  subject  before  the 
House,  so  as  to  five  us  an  opportunity  to  apply 
the  proper  remedy.  If  we  print  this  abstract,  we 
shall  have  to  reprint  it  in  the  compendium.  I 
want  but  one  job  of  printing;  and  I  want  nothing 
but  a  succinct  and  complete  compendium. 

I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  publication  of  this 
large  work  which  they  are  now  discussing  in  the 
Senate,  for  it  will  cost  us  six  or.  seren  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  I  believe  we  have  already  spent 
for  the  priming  pertaining  to  this  census  near  half 
a  million  of  dollars.  The  exact  amount  I  do  not 
know,  but  the  sum  is  large.  How  much  more 
are  you  going  to  spend  ?  Let  us  not  send  out  these 
partial  returns  or  abstracts.  Let  us  get  an  accu- 
rate compendium  of  the  whole  and  make  one 
business  of  it.  Let  us  wait  until  what  we  wan^ 
is  finished,  and  then  have  as  many  copies  of  it 
printed  as  we  may  tlitnk  proper.  1  am  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  oy  which  the  resolution 
was  pasHed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  the  sensitiveness  of  many  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor  in  regard  to  the  publishing  of  this 
very  useful  document.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
be  alarmed  by  any  bugbears  about  the  public 
printing  or  printer  from  ordering  this  publication. 
The  resolution  does  not  propose  to  take  it  from 
the  public  printer,  if  it  belongs  to  him.  It  places 
the  matter  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who  are  to  judge  in  relation  to  it.  If 
they  decide  that  this  printing  belong  to  the  public 
printer,  they  will  give  it  to  bim.  They  are  limited 
to  be  sure  in  the  price,  and  if  the  public  printer  can- 
not print  it  under  the  limitation— one  cent  per  copy 
— tlie  committee  will  so  report  to  the  House,  and 
the  House  will  take  due  order  upon  the  subject. 
For  myself  I  have  no  great  solicitude  about  the 
House  beinff  so  particular  to  live  up  to  their  con- 
tracts with  the  pubh'c  printer.  Ever  since  I  have 
been  here  the  public  printers  have  been  violating 
their  contracts  from  aay  to  day. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  first  says  that  this 
matter  is  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  if  they  decide  that  it  belongpi  to 
him,  they  wHI  make  the  contract.  Have  we  not  a 
contract  with  the  public  printer  which  embraces 
this  and  every  other  description  of  work  ?  How 
will  you  set  aside  that  contract  and  make  a  new 
one? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  The  answer  will  be  this: 
By  the  resolution  the  cost  is  limited  to  one  cent 
per  copy.  If  the  committee  decide  that  the  job 
belongpi  to  the  public  printer,  and  he  will  not  exe- 
cute It  at  the  price  stipulated  in  the  resolutidn, 
they  come  to  the  House  for  instructions.  It  can- 
not be  the  cost  of  the  printing  of  this  document 
that  alarms  the  eentleman.  The  whole  cost  of 
the  one  hundred  thousand  copies,  if  my  arithme- 
tic is  right,  is  but  |1,000.  1  recommend  it  as  a 
measure  of  economy,  because,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  it  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  printing 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  full  returns  of  the  cen- 
sus. 1  think  that  no  gentleman  who  has  read  this 
document,- will  hesitate  to  order  its  publication. 
It  is  a  very  lucid  abstract  and  compenaium  of  the 
results  of  the  census.  The  census  is  completed, 
and  the  whole  country  are  desirous  to  learn  the 
results.  Our  constituents  are  addressing  inquiries 
to  us  svsry  day,  and  from  present  indications  no 


order  will  be  taken  for  printing  the  returns  of  the 
census  in  full  until  near  the  close  of  this  session. 
We  i»rill  be  fortunate  if  we  receive  them  by  ths 
close  of  the  present  Congress.  This  compendium 
will  furnish  all  the  information  in  regard  to  the 
census  which  nine  tenths  of  the  people  «of  this 
country  require. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  if  it  gives  the  white  population  of 
each  State? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.    I  believe  it  does. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    It  does  not. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Then  I  am  greatly  mistaken. 
So  far  as  it  coes,  it  seems  to  me  to  ise  a  very  lucid 
abstract  of  the  return^  of  the  census,  and  furnishes 
precisely  that  information  which  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  nine  tenths  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  not  hesitate  to 
order  the  printing. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  voted  for  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  the  introduction  of  this  resolution. 
I  so  voted  with  the  distinct  appreciation  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  we  might  be,  or 
we  might  na,t  be,  trampling  upon  the  nominal 
terms  of  the  contract.  It  is  suggested  here,  as  a 
matter  of  serious  apprehension  to  the  opponents 
of  this  resolution,  that  the  contractor  with  the 
Government  for  the  printing  of  Congress  may  de- 
mur to  this  diversion  of  the  printing^  of  the  House 
to  the  hands  of  other  printers.  He  would  be  a 
pretty  subject  to  do  it — a  man  who  has  day  by  day 
and  hour  by  -hour  since  hia  undertaking  lived  in  a 
series  of  violations  of  his  contract.  •      '• 

Mr.  ORR,  (interposing.)  I  do  not- propose  to 
defend  the  public  printer.  I  do  not  know  him  at 
all.  I  do  not  know  how  he  has  discharged  his 
duty.  But  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  to  this  fact,  that  of  the  public 
printer  has  failed  thus  far  to  discharge  his  duty, 
the  Committee  on  Printing  have  not  discharged 
their  duty,  by  reporting  that  fact  to  the  House, 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  not  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  will  not  hold  myself  responsible 
for  their  short-comings  of  duty.  But  this  I  do 
know,  and  this  fact  is  known  to  every  gentleman 
upon  this  floor,  that  from  the  opening  to  the  close 
or  the  last  Congress,  and  from  the  opening  of  thia 
Congress  down  to  the  present  time,  this  contractor 
has  Hved  in  violation  of  his  contract  and  existed 
upon  the  mercy  of  this  House.  I  hesitate  not  to 
declare  that  upon  every  occasion  I  will  vote  to 
sehd  theprintinp  where  it  can  be  had. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  (interrupting.) 
I  desire  to  say,  in  response  to  the  inquiry  made  a 
few  moraentjp^ffo  by  the  gentleman  from  S^uth 
Carolina,  [MtTOrr,]  that  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing have  had  this  matter  under  consideration,  and 
that  no  later  than  bst  Friday^we  sent  for  the  pub- 
lic printer  and  had  a  long  interview  with  nim. 
We  inquired  of  him  how  far  he  was  prepared  to 
gOf  in  the  faithful  and  honest  execution  of  his  con- 
tract; and  he  gave  us  to  understand  distinctly  that 
he  could  not  comply  with  his  contract,  and  did 
not  expect  to  do  it,  in  this  respect,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  fufnish  such  a  description  of  paper  as 
the  contract  required.  The  contract  requires  a 
description  of  paper  which  weighs  fifty  pounds  to 
the  ream,  while  the  paper  now  used  weighs  only 
from  thirty-eight  to  fifty  pounds  per  ream.  He 
says  that  the  reason  is,  that  he  cannot  purchase 
the  paper  required  by  the  contract,  because  he  has 
no  money  to  pay  cash-  for  it  and  cannot  get  it  on 
credit.  In  reterence  to  the  manner  of  executinj^ 
the  work  already  ordered,  he  says  that  the  Presi- 
dent's message  cannot  possibly  be  ready  »o  lesa 
than  two  weeks,  but  that  nehrly  all  the  bttls  and 
reports  sent  to  him  have  been  printed  and  furnished 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  STUART.  While  the  gentleman  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing  is  explaining  this  matter 
to  ^e  House,  I  would  be  glad  to  learn  what  meas- 
ure is  in  contemplation  for  the  relief  of  the  con- 
tractor ? 

Mr.  ORR.  And  how  long  it  will  be  before  they 
submit  n  reporl*>n  the  subject? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  mentioned 
that  matter  to  the  committee,  ana  they  thought  it 


306 


THE  CONGRESSIOJ^TAL  GLOBE. 


■  — -  j^ 


Jan.  19, 


was  necesaAiy  to  have  some  direct  action  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  The  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  W«ys  and  Means  was  appealed 
to,  to  offer  a  resolution  instructing  the-Committee 
on  Printing  to  take  thi^'matter  into  consideration 
and  make  a  report  upon  the  subject.  We  were 
ready  to  act,  and  would  have  acted  that  very  day, 
if  the  resolution  had  been  adopted,  but  when  the 
honorable  gentleman  presented  his  resolution  it 
was  objected  to  all  over  the  House.  Whenever 
the  House  shall  authorize  the  committee  to  take 
the  subject  into  consideration,  we  shall  be  ready 
to  act,  and  to  act  promptly. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  tliat 
this  public  printer  had  honesty  enough  to  confess 
to  the  Comniittee  on  Printing,  the  truth  which  I 
was  stating  wlien  I  was  interrupted — that  he  never 
has  complied  with  his  cont£act,  and  the  history  of 
.  his  connection  with  this  Hc>use,  has  been  a  con- 
tinued and  living  violation  of  his  contract.  1  care 
nothing  about  it  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  individ- 
ually, but  inasmucli  as  it  encumbers,  and  embar- 
rasses, and  arrests  the  proceedings  of  this  House, 
we  have  a  right  to  complain.  The  remedy  must 
consist  either  in  a  report  from  th^  Committee  on 
Printing,  or  in  the  direct  action  of  this  House,  in 
procuring  the  publication  of  the  matter  that  it  sends 
forth.  The  power  to  do  it  is  here;  the  will  to  do 
it  is  here;  and  the  duty  to  do  it  is  also  here.  I  am 
indisposed  to  await  the  crooked,,  tortuous  delay 
experienced  by  the  last  Confess  through  the  action 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  In  the  first  place, 
we  are' encumbered  by  a  set  of  rules,  under  which 
we  can  do  nothing  except  Out  of  order;  and  in  the- 
second  place,  we  are  encumbered  with  an  insolvent 
contractee,  who  holds  back  the  printing  that  we 
order,  under  the  pretext  that  he  cannot  do  it,  and 
then  this  very  insolvency  of  the  contractor  is  held 
up  by  honorable  gentlemen  as  a  solemn  obstacle 
.  to  the  publication  of  our  documents. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,- of  Georgia,  (interrupting.) 
I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that 
if  we  have  &n  insolvent  contractee,  it  would  be 
well  for  us  immediately  to  impeach  those  officers 
who  made  the  contract  with  him.  Let  us  be  bound 
by  our  laws.  The  law  requires  that  those  who 
make  the  contract,  shall  take  good  security  for 
the  faithful  fulfillment  of  it.  Now  if  it  be  true 
that  this  has  not  been  done — and  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  true  or  not — let  us  commence  rightly, 
by  bringing  those  who  made  the  contract  to  judg- 
ment and  punishment. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Thegentleman  from  Georgia 
differs  from  me  in  an  important  particular.  He 
proposes  to  stay  the  hand  of  Congress,  to  dday 
Uie  action  of  the  House,  and  deprive  us  of  this 
printing  until  we  can  try  a  collateral  question,  and 
impeach  collateral  officers.  Now,  I  am  for  im- 
peaching these  officers,  if  they  have  been  guilty  x)f 
a  dereliction  of  duty,  but  I  would  disregard  the 
contract  too. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  XhegenUeraan 
would  not  do  it  .without  a  hearing. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Not  at  all.  I  wouid  give 
them  from  now  till  the  day  of  judgment,  but  I 
would  have  the  printing  done  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Let  me  make  another  sug- 
gestion. Would  it  not  be  belter  for  us  this  day 
to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  public  printing  before  we 
violate  the  contract? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  think  not.  It. is  against 
my  whole  view  of  the  subject  to  do  any  such  thinjo;. 
According  to  my  understanding  of  the  legal  obli- 
gation of  a  cbntract,  when  one  party  finds  the 
other  in  default,  and  especially  in  default  in  a  pre- 
cedent undertakingr  he  is  at  liberty  to  disregard 
the  ooli/^nxtion,  and  the  laches  on  the  part  of  .the 
precedent  obligee  furnishes  a  legal  foundation  for 
nis  doing  it.  Now,  this  contractor  has,  in  con- 
versation with  our  committee,  acknowledged  him- 
self to.be  in  that  position,  and  «till  thegentleman 
from  Georgia  suggests  that  we  had  better  delay. 

Mr.' STEPHENS.  The  joint  CommiUee  on 
Public  Printing  have  made  no  such  report. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  That  is  very  well  under- 
stood by  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Let  us  call  for  a  full  report. 
Let  the  committee  announce  to  this  House,  in 
pursuance  of  law,  that  the  contract  has  been  for- 
feited, and  then  I  will  assist  the  gentleman  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy,  % 

Mr.  CARTTER.  The  only  difference  between 
ths  honorable  member  and  myself  is,  that  he  pro- 


poses to  travel  through  the  formula  of  a  report, 
instead  of  taking  a  confessed  fact  and  acknowl- 
edged truth. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.'  There  is  one  point 
which  has  not  been  alluded  to  in  this  discussion, 
to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  my  own  information,  and  for  theirs. 

I  understand  that  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neg- 
lect of  the  public  printer  to  do  the  work  suitably 
and  conveniently  for  the  House,  there  is  authority 
by  the  contract  itself  to  procure  the  printing  to 
be  done  elsewhere. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    Who  is  authorized  to  do  it? 

Mr.  KING.  Why,  the  parties  who  made  the 
contract  under  the  authority  of  the  House — the 
clerks,  I  suppose.  I  ask  that  the  Committee 
on  Printing  should  comraunicattf  to  the  House 
whether  what  I  have  stated  is  the  fact  or  not.  I 
understand  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  CARITER.  My  view  of  the  subject 
presupposes  tkat  there  is  no  such  express  alter- 
nate in  the  contract,  but  that  the  House  has  the 
edternative  that  erery  party  to  a  contract  that  has 
been  violated  has,  in  virtue  of  the  violation  itself, 
and  that  is  clearly  our  condition.  This  printer 
has  neither  conformed  to  liis  contract  in  time,  ink, 

Saper,  or  any  of  the  essential  elements  of  his  un- 
ertaking;  this  has  been  a  confessed  truth  through 
two  long  yeeurs;  and  here  yre  are  now,  starting  off 
in  a  new  Congress  with  the  same  promises  or  in- 
fidelity to  the  contract,  and  yet  we  are  arrested 
when  we  attempt  to  pick  up  a  httle  abstract  of  the 
census,  with  the  plea  that  we  are  endangermg  the 
integrity  of  our  contract  with  this  party.  For 
one,  I  am  prepared  to  do  it.  The  result  of  this 
census,  if  dependent  on  the  administration  of  this 
contract  and  the  disposition  of  the  Census  Depart- 
ment or  Bureau — whichever  you  call  it — will  not 
be  published  until  we  are  called  upon  to  take  an- 
other Census.  The  Census  Office  is  assuming  the 
character  of  a  permanent  bureau,  and  all  the  agen- 
cies and  appliances  about  that  office  have  in  uieir 
tendencies  the  object  of  making  it  a  fixed  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  And,  therefore,  instead 
of  having  a  prompt  and  punctual  publication  of 
the  results  of^  the  census,  which  is  only  valuable 
for  present  purposes,  except  as  an  historic  docu- 
ment, it  is  being  delayed  for  years.  It  is  an  abuse 
of  the  Government  to  tolerate  it.  It  is  an  abuse 
of  the  public  mind  to  tolerate  it.  What  with  this 
printer  and  the  tendency  of  the  Department  to  pro- 
tract its  action  in  connection  with  (he  census,  you 
will  drag  along  through  this  Congress  without  en- 
lightening the  public  in  reference  to  the  results  of 
the  last  census. 

One  of  the  important  designs  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, in  giving  the  details  of  statistics  imbodied 
m  that  census,  was  to  enlighten  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  our  public  officers  with  re- 
gard to  the  resources  and  current  condition  of  the 
country.  That  object — which  was  the  primary 
object  in  relation  to  tiii  statistics — is  completely 
voided  and  defeated  by  this  delay.  I  am  in  favor 
of  compensating  for  it  as  far  as  we  are  able;  and  this 
bugbear  about  violating  the  contract  of  this  intui, 
whose  very  existence  is  a  violation  of  his  contract, 
will  not  deter  me  from  giving  such  rotes  as  I  think 
proper.  I  now  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sifler  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered — ayes  27, 
noes  84. 

A  MeiiBER.  What  is  the  state  gf  the  ques- 
tion ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  was,  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House  has  just 
ordered  100,000  copies  of  a  census  document  to  be 
pnnted.  The  gentleman  from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Cart- 
TER,J  moves  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 
Upon  the  latter  motion  the  yeets  aikd  ntiys  have 
been  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  112,  nays  57;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mwn,  Charies  Alloa*  AIKson,  Andrews,  Jolm 
Appleton,  William  Appleton,  Averett,  Babcock,  Bartleu, 
Bibighaus,  Bragg,  Brenton,  Brings,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Buell,  Burrows,  Busby,  £.  Camngton  Cabell,  Caldwell, 
Thompson  Campbell,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Chastaln,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Cobb,  Conger,  Callmn,  George  T.  Davis,  Daw- 
son, Dean,  Dimmick,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Durkee,  Fitch, 
Fowler,  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gid- 
dings,  Gilmore,  Goodenow,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Harper, 
Hart,  Haws,  Hascall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  HiUyer,  Horsfhrd,  John  W.  Howe«  Thomas  M. 
Howe,  Hunter,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnsss,  ioha 


Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,.  J.  Glaacy  J<M)Cs,  Kuhns, 
Kurtz,  Lockhnrt.  Martin,  McNair,  Meade,  MUler,  Htner^ 
Motony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  An- 
drew Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  PeaOee,  Pens,  Porttr^ 
Price,  Raiitoul.  Robinson ,  Jtoss,  RtwseU,  Savafe,  Scher- 
mcrttom,  Scudder,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Skeltnn,  Smith, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stantofi,  Rickard  H. 
Stauton.  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  Siaart  Benjamia 
Thompson,  sThurstnn,  Townshend,  Walbridgc,  Ward. 
Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  WeU«,  Wilcox,  Wtliiaiiis, 
and  Yates— 1 12. 

NAYS— Wcflsrs.  Abercrombie,  Barrere,  Ben,  Bocock, 
Brooks,  Church  well,  CKngmon,  Colcock,  Daniel,  JOhn  G. 
Davis,  Dhmcy,  Dot^,  Dunham,  Edgertoo,  Ewii^,  Fick- 
iin,  Florence,  Hamilton,  7sham  6.  Harris,  Samp«ra  W. 
Harris,  Houston,  Howard,  Thonum  T.  How,  Jacksoa, 
James  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Letcher,  Mason, 
McLanahan,  McMullin,  Millson,  John  Moore,  Murphy, 
Oldi,  Orr,  Oudaw.  t^helps,  Polk,  Rkbardson,  RobbiDs, 
Saekeu,  Sehoalcrdft,  Schoonmaker,  David  L.  Sejanour, 
Stanly,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  S^  Martin,  Strodier, 
Sweetser,  Taylor,  George  W.  Thompson,  Venable,  Wal- 
lace, Walsh,  Addison  White,  Alexauder  White,  and 
Woodward— ^7. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  ih» 

table.  -  • 

THE    ELECTtOJ!?   of  THE    DELEGATE    FROM 

UTAH. 

Mr.  BRIQGS.    I  ask  the  unanimcHis  consent' 
of  the  House  to  offer ,the  foltoMring  resolution,  rizr 

Reuohtdy  That  the  Committee  of  Elections  be  innrarted 
to  inquire  into  the  election  of  John  M.  BemhiMl,  die  pres- 
ent Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Utah— wb^her  »aid 
election  was  held  according  to  law,  and  vi^cther  any  bribe- 
ry^ corruption,  or  other  ill^al  means  were  made  ua^of  hy 
«aid  Bemhisel,  with  Brigham  Young,  or  any  TNher  persotiau 
to  secure  the  said  electtoa  and  return;  witfi  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  shall  not  Tote 
for  that  resolution,  unless  sorae  member  will  risa- 
in  his  place  and  say  there  are  good  grounds  for 
such  an  investigation. 

Mr.'PHELPS.  Is  not  the  question  upon  ihe^ 
suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  allow  of  Che 
introduction  of  the  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  BRIuGS.  The  resolution  has  been  offered 
by  me  with  the  best  of  motives — for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  the  legality  of  the  election  pt  tlie 
present  Delegate  from  that  Territory. 

I  have  reason  to  beheve — and  I  think  this  Hotue 
roust  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  from 
evidence  laid  before  them  recently  by  the  returned 
officers  fVom  that  Territory — ^that  tne  gentleman 
now  occupying  a  eeat  here,  as  a  Delegate  from 
that  Temtory,  holds  it  with  no  shadow  of  right 
by  law;  and  that  I  might  not  prejudge  (he  case*  I 
have  offered  this  simple  resolution  to  have  the 
subject  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Election,  for 
investigation.  I  do  not  desire  to  prejudge  ihe 
case  by  any  remarks  upon  the  re9(dution.  I  pre- 
fer to  await  patiently  the  action  of  the  Committee 
of  Election.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  gentleman 
has  no  more  right  to  that  seat  than  a  suoject  of  a 
foreign  country. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  The  Delegate  from 
Utah  is  not  in  his  seat  at  this  time.  It  will  be 
recollected  by  the  Chair,  and  by  the  House,  thA( 
when  the  communication  from  the  returned  officers 
was  made  to  the  House  the  other  day,  a  com- 
mittee of  investi^tion  was  asked.for  by  that  l>eie 
gate.  The  reading  of  the  communiaition  at  that 
time  was  refused  by  the  House.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  facts— neither  does  my  colleague  fMr. 
Briggs]  state  any  particular  facts — upon  which 
to  ground  a  suspicion  against  the  rifht  of  that 
gentleman  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  As  that  gen- 
tleman is  not  here,  I  suggest  to  mv  colleague  that 
this  matter  lie  over  untiTne  shall  be  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  BRIGKjrS.  Inasmuch  ai^  the  gentleman 
from  Utah  is  not  in  his  seat,  I  propose  to  permit 
the  resolution  to  go  over  until  to-morrow. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolutioh  accord- 
ingly went  over. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  MEETING. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  imanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  which  I 
send  to  the  Clerk's  table. 

It  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Reioheed.  That  the  use  of  the  Hall  be  frtaled  to  the  Col- 
onization Society  for  its  meeting  ou  the  90lh  iatftant. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  object. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  JONES  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  TenncMee.    I  wiU  sUte  that 
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Mr,  JOHN  W.  HOWE  objected. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  move  a  suspen- 
aioa  of  the  rules,  aad  upon  that  motion  demand 
thereas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  wsm  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  69,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  William  Appkiton,  Thomas  H. 
Bajiy,  Bibiftu|ii8.  Bocock,  Brau,  Breckonridfe,  Albert  O. 
Browo,  Biuby.  B.  Carrington  CabeU,  Caldwell,  Chastain, 
Oiagman,  -Cobb,  Colcock,  Cullom,  Cartis,  Oimmick,  Dia- 
aejr,  Dockcry,  Ewiog,  Ficklin.  Fitch,  Florence,  Gaylord, 
0«JMr7,  Gilmore,  Orey,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Isham  G.  Harris, 
BaaiMoo  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Uenn,  Hillyer,  Holliday,  Hous- 
ton, ll(nrard,iackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  \V.  Jones, 
J>  uisDcy  Jones,  Kanx,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mason,  Mc- 
Cofkle,  McMullin,  McNair,  Meade.  MUler,  Morebead, 
Muphy,  Naben,  Orr.  Ootlaw.  Penn,  Phelps,  Polk,  Porter, 
Povrell,  Bobinson,  Savage,  Smith,  Stanly,  Frederick  P. 
StamoB,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Strother,  Stuart,  Venable, 
Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins,  Addison  White,  Alex- 
aider  White.  WUcox,  and  Woodward— 09. 

IfATS-^eaars.  Abercrombie,  WilUs  Allen,  Allison, 
iohaAppleioa,  Averett,  Babcock,  Barrere,  Bartlett,  Bell, 
Bissa,  Brenton,  Briggs,  Bucll,  Thompson  Campbell, 
Cirtter,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Churcbwell,  Clark,  Cleve- 
Itad,  conger,  George  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
I>NB,Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Edgerton,  Fowler,  Thomas 
J>  D.  Foller,  Goodenow.  Grow,  Harper,  Haws,  H  ascall,  Ha- 
*«»,  UelKird.  Hlbbard,  Hor«ford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas 
M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  James  Joho- 
•00,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Kuhns, 
MarGo,  McLanaban,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Morrison, 
Marray,  Newton,  Andrew  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penniman, 
Kaatw^  Bobbins,  Rom,  Backett,  Schermerhom,  School- 
craft, Schoonmaker,  Scudder.  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen 
8<8eTmoBr,  Benjamin  Stanto^  Abr'm  P.  Stevens,  Alexan- 
<kr  H.  Stephens,  Sutherland,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Tboupson,  George  W.  Thompson.  Thurston,  Townshend, 
Tsck,  Walbridge,  Waabbura,  Welch,  Wells,  and  Wil- 

do  the  House  refused  to  suspend 4he  rules. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  HAMILTON  said  that  he  was  requested 
k)  state  that  Mr.  Smart  was  absent  from  the 
Hoiinin  conaeauence  of  indisposition. 
^  Mr.  CLEVKLAND  also,  when  his  name  was 
cittid,  snid  that  he  was  opposed  to  agitation,  and, 
Amfofe,  Tptedno. 

lA  neasage  was  here  received  A-om  th6  President 


the  last  tmie  they  had  the  Hall  all  the  curtains 
around  the  bars  were  torn  down,  and  many  of  the 
windows  wer«  broken. 

[Cries  of  *•  Order !"    '•Order  !'T 

The  question  was  tlien  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  94,  nays  69;  aa  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Wra.  Appleton,  Barrere,  Bell,  Brecken- 
ridj^e,  Brigs-s  Bueil,  Burrows,  Busby,  Tliompson  Camp- 
bdl  A^handler,  Chapman,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Couger,*George 
T-  t^d^i'r  Daw:win,  Diiomick,  Disney.  Dockery,  Dotj^ 
Danetui,  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Gaylord,  Gen- 
try, GUmore,  Goo^^now,  Green,  Grow,  Harper,  Hart, 
Haws,  Hawaii,  Haven,  Hebard,  Headrieks,  Hnrsford,  Joim 
W.  Howe,  Tboma«  M.  Howq,  f  ngersoU,  Ived.  Juhn  John- 
son, J.  Clancy  JoneM,  Preston  King,  Kunns,  Kurtz,  Lock- 
kiijf,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Martin,  Ma^m,  McLanahan, 
McNair.  Milter,  Miner,  Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  More- 
hfad,  MorriKon,  Murray,  Newton,  Olds,  Outlaw,  Andrew 
Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penniman,  Porter, 
Bantoal,  Richardson,  Bobbin*,  Scbermerhorn,  Schoolcraft, 
Scboomnakcr,  Scudacr,  Odgen  S.  Sevmour,  Stanly,  Ben- 
^ndo  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stantnn,  Richard  H.  Stanton, 
Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thomp- 
son, George  W.  Tbomp.<4on,  Thurston,  Walbridge,  WaUh, 
Waiiibam,  Welch,  Wells,  Williain!«,  and  yates— 94. 

NAYS— Messn.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Willis  AUen,  Alii- 
•rm.  Andrews,  A^erett,  Babcock,  BartieU,  Bocock,  Bragg, 
Breatoa,  Albert  G.  Bro^n,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell, 
Cartiar,  Chastain,  Churcbwell,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colcock, 
CaBMB,  Cartis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dean,  Dunham,  Edgerton, 
Bwteg,  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fniler,  Grey,  Hall,  Hani- 
Oimi,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Henn,  Hib- 
haid,  Hillver,  HoUaday,  Howard,  Thomas  Y".  How,  Jack- 
son, JeDkin«,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  Geoige 
W.  Jk»es,  McCorUe.  McMullin,  Meade,  Millson,  Murphy, 
Habers,  Orr,  Penn,  Phelps,  Powell,  Ross,  Savage,  Smith, 
Alexuider  H.  Stephens,  St.  Martin,  Stuart,  Townshend, 
Venable,  Wallace.  Ward,  Watkins,  Alexander  White, 
Wikox,  and  Woodward— 69. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

RIGHT  OF  STATES  TO  EXCLUDE  NEGROES. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent to  oflfer  a. resolution;  and  if  there  be  objection, 
I  will  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  ^or  information, 

as  follows: 

Whereas  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union  haVe  in  their 
constlfitioas  provided  (br  the  absolute  exclusion  of  firee  ne- 
(hitli  their  several   territories,  while  others  liave 
to  attain   the  same   object  by  legislation:    And 
compiainbi  have  at  Unies  bc;^n  made  of  these 
iMai^b^  other  States  and  Nations :  Therefore, 

\  Ttist  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

,it  is  the  unquestionable  right  of  each  one  of  the 

to  Union  to  exclude,  either  whoUv  or  partially, 

ftoSikvimitory  negroes,  whether  free  or  slaves,  and  that 

"        fcte  of  this  ri^ht  afibrds  no  Just  ground  of  com- 

•  ny  other  Nation  or  State* 


of  the  United  States,  by  the  hand  of  Millard  P. 
Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

CLAIMS  ALLOWED  BY  THE   DEPARTMENTS. 
Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  asked  the  unawmous 
consent  of  the  House  to>  introduce  a  resolution, 
which  was  read  for  information,  as  follows: 

Rctolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trtjaaury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral jbc,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  cause  to  be  reported 
to  this  Uuuse,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  full  and  com- 
plete lists  of  all  claims,  if  any,  (including  principal  and  iu- 
tereut,  and  designating  eacli  separately,)  allowed  and  paid 
by  Uie  reHpcctive  Depariment^,  or  any  Bureaus  thereof, 
since  the  ^tb  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1M9,  which  had  been 
previously  presented,  suspended,  or  disallowed,  in  whole 
or  in  part;  and  specifying  ilic  character  of  Such  claims ;  and 
also,  that  they  cause  to  be  reported  the  names  of  all  persons 
who  at  any  time  acted  as  Uic  agents  or  solicitors  for  said 
claims,  and  Uie  persons  who  received  any  portion  tliereof, 
or  were  interested  therein. 

A  Member  objected. 

Mr.  FULLER.  1  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the 
resolution;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the  yeait 
andnays. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  the  yens  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered,  and  tellers  upon  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  also  refused.- 

The  question  now  being:  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, 

Mr.  ROBINSON  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.'  Robinson  and  Clingman 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  r^ 
ported — ayes  87,  noes  47. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  House  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SMITH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  establish  the  following  post  roads  in  Alabama,  to  wit: 

From  Tttskaloosa,  via  Hardy  Clement's  Cotton  Factory, 
to'Scotti^ville,  in  Bibb  coAnty. 

From  Fayette  Court-Uouse,  via  Newtonville,  to  Reform, 
in  Pickens  county. 

From  Fayette  Court-House,  via  Rig  Pood  and  Mud  Creek 
and  Olinda.  to  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  DOTY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill  with  the  folio  wins  title : 

"  A  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Printing  in  the  Depart^ 
ment  of  tlie  Interior ;  and  providing  for  the  execution  of  all 
printing  required  by  Congress,  and  by  the  eiocutive  De- 
partments." 

PETITIONS,  h,e. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  flbc.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  DAWSON :  The  petition  of  David  Tate,  a  pri- 
vate in  the  war  of  1813,  praying  for  a  pension  on  account 
of  injuries  received. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Peter  Lane,  praying  for  a  grant  of 
laid  fi>r  services  rendered  during  the  war  witli  Great  Brit^ 
ain. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Greene  county,  pray- 
ing for  a  post  route  from  Waynesburg  to  Middlebourne,  Vir- 
ginia. 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York:- Two  meniforials  of 
the  city  of  Troy,  New  York,  praying  the  erection  of  buojrs 
in  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  uuprovement  of  its  navigation 
between  Troy  and  Albany. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS  :  The  resolution  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  New  York,  tendering  the  General  Govern- 
ment a  site  (or  a  Mint  in  that  city. 

By  Mr.  MILLER :  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  routs  from 
BhelbyviUe  to  Kirksville,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  SWEETSBR:  The  p^eUdoaof  G.  W.  Helwick 
and  S3  others,  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  for  an  increase 
of  mail  facilities,  h,e. 

By  Mr.  MABSHALL,of  CalUbmia:  A  petition  (torn  the 
officers  engaged  in^e  coast  survey  in  California  and  Oregon, 
for  additional  compensation. 

^  By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Madison 
county,  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  the  charges  and  expenses  accruing  upon  the 
goods  exhibited  by  American  citizens  at  the  IVortd's  Pair. 

By  Mr.  PORTER:  The  petition  of  James  H.  Robinson, 

Siardian  of  Nathaniel  Patten,  a  minor,  and  only  heir  of 
athaniel  Patten,  late  of  Missouri,  deceased. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama :  A  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  land  office  at  Lebanon,  Alabama,  to  Goshen,  Chero- 
kee county. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE :  The  petition  of  John  Brown,  jun., 
for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  INGERSOLL :  The  petition 'bf  Rebecca  Napes 
and  others,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  heirs  of  Paul  Napes, 
asking  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine :  The  memorial  and  petition 
of  Iddo  K.Tolmanand  69  others,  citizens  of  Maine,  asking 
Congress  to  make  on  appropriation  for  a  breakwater  on  the 
eaatam  side  of  the  Island  of  Matinieus,  for  the  safoty  and 
protection  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  D.  Parker  and  108  others,  clti- 
zans  of  the  counties  of  Waahington  and  Hamilton,  Maine, 


praying  Congress  that  a  light-house  may  be  establidied  on 
Eastern  Island,  at  or  near  the  entrance  of  Gouisborough  har- 
bor, in  the  town  of  Steuben,  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Mark  TraAon  and  others,  pnuing 
Congress  to  pass  a  special  law  allowing  manufactured  fum- 
lier,  exclusively  of  the  growth  and  production  of  the  soil  of 
Maine,  and  which  may  be  manufactured  at  the  Aroostook 
falls  on  the  Aroostook  river,  situated  partly  in  tlie  State  of 
Maine  and'^artly  in  tiie  Province  oCScw  Brunswick,  to  be 
imported  into  the  United  States  free  of  duty.) 


IN  SENATE. 
Tdesdai;,  January  20,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION.  • 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Unil^  States,  by.  Mr.  M.  P. 
Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary;  wnich  was  read: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreiteiUatiees : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  tlic  Secretory  of 
lilate,  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  him  Vrom  the  contractors 
for  paying  the  installment  of  Mexican  indemnity  due  on  the 
31st  of  May  next,  and  respcctfullv  invite  attention  to  the 
subject.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Wasuinoton,  January  19, 1853. 

Ordered,  That  it  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance  and  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  memorial  of  Wash- 
ington A.  Bartlett  and  other  officers  of  the  Navv, 
praying  additional  pay  during  their  service  in  tha 
Pacific;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  William  Tuttle,  a  revolutionary  officer,  praying 
to  be  allowed  commutation  pay;  ?^hich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition  of 
Mamiret  Farrer,  praying  that  a  ^um  of  money 
due  her  under  the  treaty  of  1836  with  the  Sac  and 
Fo3C  IndianSf'^may  be  pajd;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

Mr.  (jJWJN  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
0.  Larkin,  praying  compensation  for  supplies 
furnished  for  the  use  of  tne  California  battalion 
during  the  late  war  with  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  salary  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict judge  at  Key  West,  in  Florida,  may  be  in- 
creased; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NOkRIS  submitted  additional  documents 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Isaac  Adams;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  praying  the  improvement 
of  Delaware  Avenue,  north  of  the  Capitol ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Assistants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  tendering  to  the  United  States 
a  plot  of  ground  in  that  city  for  the  erection  of  a 
Mint;  whii^  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  administrator  of  Cnarles  Foster,  praying  the 
appointment  of  a  tribunal  for  reviewing  the  decis- 
ions of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  set- 
tling claims  against  Mexico. 

Ordereil,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  additional  documents  in 
relation  to  the  petition  of  John  W.Whipple;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of 

William  Teas,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  he  referred  to  tlie 

■Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered  J    That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  heir  of 

John  Carr,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  thtt 

Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Oeom^  McKay,  on  ths 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publlo 

Lands. 

On  motion  by  Air.  MALLORY,  it  was 
Orrf^redf  That  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Knapp,  on  the  flies 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  waa 
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Orderedf  That  the  roemorinl  of  the  hein  of  Dariua  Oar- 
tmaoa^  no  the  fUet  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comtrntr 
tee  ol  Claiina. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was  '  - 

OrdTti,  That  the  memorial  of  the  widow  of  Mnri'in  W. 

Pi«kher,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coro- 

uiittee  on  Naval  Afloira. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  wa^ 

Ordert4t  That  the  petition  of  Anna  Norton  and  Louie 
Fuakii,  hein  at  law  of  Zepbaniah  Row,  on  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PensiouB. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was  •      . 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate  the  docnmenti  in  relation  to  the  claims 
of  Charles  Reederi  Walter  R.  Johnson,  and  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Thomas  P.  Jones. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Order fd,  That  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Plsrmouth  coun- 
ty, Massachusotts,  on  tlie  files  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  improvement  of  North  river,  be  referred  to  the  Cout- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  resolutions  oi'  the  corporate  authorities 
of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  with  the  doctuneuts  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  establisliment  of  a  port  of 
entry  at  that  |riace,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES^ 

Mc.  UPHAM,from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  T.  Sullivan,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading;. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.MALLORY,from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and 
papers  of  Joseph  Qideon,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 
■  Tne  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  M . ,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  and  papers  of  John  O. 
Means,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Piatt, 
submitted  an  adverse  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  reimburse  the  Common  Council 
or  New  York  expendittires  made  for  the  first  re- 
giment of  New  York  volunteers. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  wa)rto  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph,  in  said 
State,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public 
lands  for  tne  purpose  of  constructing  a  canal  or 
railroad  across  the  peninsula  of  Michig^,  report- 
ed it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  QWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  resolution  to 
authorize  an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  the 
explosion  of  steam-m>ilers,  and  the  best  means  of 
preventing  the  same,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
wa^  referred  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry 
in  the  case  of  William  K.  Latimer,  a  captain  in 
the  Navy,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

ReMotoed,  That  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  also 
the  report  and  opinion  of  a  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of 
William  K.  Latimer,  and  tlie  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  transmitting  the  same,  and  the  general  order  in  said 
caj«e,  dated  July  1, 1851,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion'of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  western  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  town  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  by  wav  of  Little  Rock,  to  a 
point  on  Red  river,  on  the  bord^  of  Texas,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment.     * 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  tb  whom 
^as  referred  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and 


making  a  grant  of  land  Co  the  State  of  Arkansas 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 
said  State,*  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  granting  ta  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas the  right  of  way  and  making  a  donation  of 
a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Helena  to  Fort  Smith, 
in  Arkansas,  reported  it  without  amendmeht^ 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  (he  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled **A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  C.  Cash  and 
Giles  U.  Ellis,"  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  that  it'ou^ht  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Ervin,  submitted  a  report,  accompsmied  by 
a  bill,  to  confirm  the  claim  of  John  Ervin  to  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land  in  the  De  Bastrop  claim. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second,  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
George  Poindexter,  reported  a  bill  for  nis  relief; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged fifom  the  further  consideration  of  six  petitions  of 
citiavns  of  Michigan,  in  relation  to  the  Zilw^iukie,  Grand 
Traverse,  and  MwUcinaw  Plank  Road  Comp«Qy ;  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  lo  the  Lex- 
ington and  Daviess  County  Railroad ;  a  memorial  oC  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relattpn  to  a  plank  road  from 
Tully,  in  that  State,  to  Bloomfield,  Iowa ;  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  Northern 
Missouri  Railroad;  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin, 
presented  January  3 ;  a  memorial  of  a  railroad  convention 
of  Iowa,  presented  December  39, 1851 ;  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Iowa,  presented  January  14 ;  and  a  memorial  of  a 
convention  or  citizens  of  Iowa,  presented  January  10. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  AflUrs  be  dis- 
charged fh>m  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Kennedy,  and  the  memorial  of  Gabriel  Viller^. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SHIEILDS,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  Gaslight  Company,"  approved  Jtily 
8, 1848;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  sessions  of  the  C4>urts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  district  of  Dehiware;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  lands  and  the  right  of  way  to  the  States 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois  in  aid  of  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio  river  oppo- 
site Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  a  poin(  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  opposite  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri; 
which  M(as  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  QWIN,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of 
Indian  affmrs  in  California;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  release  the 
bonds  given  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  in  Canfomia,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

•  REPORT  or  SENATE  PROCEEIsilNGS. 

Mr.  NORRIS  submitted  the  following  resohi- 
tion  for  consideration: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  in^pructed  to  audit..and  tWim  time 
to  time  to  settle  the  account  of  John  C.  Rives  fbr  the  re- 
ports of  the  Senate  proceedings  and  debates  pubUdied  in 
the  Daily  Globe,  at  f7  90  per  column. 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Reeolved,  Thst  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  Senate  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
pages  which  the  eensus  returns  will  contain  if  the  same 
shall  be  completed  o«  the  plan  bow  pufSMd  by  the  Csnmis 
Bweau. 


Also,  what  part  of  the  same  will  be  composed  of  statistii 
eal  tables,  ana  what  part  of  other  matter. 

CLERKS  TO  COMMITTEES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submiued 
by  nim  yesterday,  in  the  following  words: 

*f  Respired,  That  the  CommlUee  on  Indian  AllUra  be 
nuthorized  to  employ  a  clerk  during  the  present  sessioa  oT 
Congress." 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding, 
**aiid  the  Committee  on  Patenu  and  the  Patent 
Office."  • 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding,  "and  the  Committee  on  Engrossed 
Bills.  »^ 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  like  to  know' whether 
these  applications  are  made  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittees. 1  wish  to  know  whether  these  committees 
deem  the  employment  of  these  clerks  necessary. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  answer  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator so  far  as  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills 
is  concerned.  That  committee  has  not  considered 
this  matter,  because  there  has  been  no  room  as- 
signed where  they  might  meet  for  consultation. 

Mr.  CASS.    That  ts  enough. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  ouestion  then  recurred  on  the  amendonent. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  there  is  any  committee 
besides  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  which  needs  a  clerk,  it  is  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office.  There 
are  numerous  applications  for  extensions  of  patents 
made  to  that  committee,  which  require  a  gr«&t  deal 
of  investigation,  and  a  great  deal  of  running  to 
the  Patent  Office.  Every  member  belonging  to 
that  committee  would  be^  relieved  of  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  by  the  appointment  of  a  clerk.  I  think 
it  due  to  that  committee  that  it  may  be  thus  re- 
lieved, and  I  have  therefore  offered  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CASS.  Did  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Office  have  applied  for  this  clerk  ? 

Mr.  DAWgON.'  We  have  not  made  an  order 
to  that  effect,  but  there  was  an  informal  afreemest 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that  a  clerk  was 
necessary  for  the  transaction  of  their  business,  if 
a  clerk  was  necessary  for  any  other  committee. 

Mr.  RUSK.  If  it  be  at  the  request  of  the  com* 
mittee,  and  they  say  that  they  desire  the  serried 
of  a  clerk,  and  neea  his  services,  I  shall  be  wiU in^ 
to  vote  them  a  clerk  very  cheerfully.  But  this 
proposition  might  embarrass  the  original  resolution 
to  give  a  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afl&urs. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  can  appeal  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Patents  to  say  whether  lUis 
clerk  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  JAMES.    I  can  only  answer  as  a  member 
of  that  committee,  that  the  duties  brought  before 
the  committee  are  very  arduous,  and  that  it  is 
highly  necessary  we  shoukl  have  a  clerk  at  an 
early  day. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  we  are  to  hold  the  committees 
responsible  for  the  employment  of  these  clerks,  we 
should  require  some  formal  action  from  the  com- 
mittees; we  should  have  their  approbation  of  ths 
measure  and  hold  them  responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suppose  the  only  thing  ne- 
cessary is  to  be  satisfied  that  the  committee  deems 
a  clerk  necessary,  and  desires  to  have  a  clerki 
Whether  that  desire  is  manifested  by  individual 
members  or  by  any  particiilar  member  under  the 
instruction  of  the  committee,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  makes  no  kind  of  difference  in  the  practical  re- 
sult. These  gentlemen  say  their  committee  needs 
a  clerk,  and  that  they  desire  a  derk;  therefore  I 
am  for  giving  them  one. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  So  far  as  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  I  have  the  authority  of 
the  committee.  I  was  instructed  by  them  to  report 
this  resolution.  It  was  a  subject  considered  by 
them.  We  have  felt  not  only  at  this  session  but 
at  the  last  session  the  necessity  of  a  clerk.  We 
forbore,  however,  at  iht  last  session  to  utgt  a 
motion  of  this  kind,  in  consequence  of  what  was 
understood  to  be  a  very  general  opposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  extend  that  kind  of  relief  to 
the  duties  of  the  committees.  Since  then,  how- 
ever, the  Senate  is  aware  of  a  great  accurotilation 
of  business  upon  the  hands  of  that  committee. 
Constituted,  as  it  is,  with  some  of  its  members 
disqualified,  from  ill  health  and  other  reasons,  for 
attending  upon  the  committee,  I  will  say  that  it  is 
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totally  impossible  to  discharge  the  duties  incum- 
bent upon  the  members  of  the  committee  as  such, 
ia  addition  to  the  ordinary  legislative  duties  re- 
quired of  them  in  their  capacity  as  members  of  this 
body. 

Tuefe  has  been  a  vast  accumulation  of  bu^ness 
tipon  the  hands  of  this  committee.  ^  believe  that 
something  like  fifty  treaties  negotiated  -by  the 
GoTernment  are  now  before  the  committee  for 
eonsideraiiom  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  also, 
that  our  relation  and  our  policy  in  reference  to 
the  Indian  tribA  constitute  probably  the  most 
variegated  piece  of  patchwork,  in  defiance  of  our 

general  regulations  of  the  sysfem,  of  all  the  legis- 
tion  of  this  Government  in  reference  to  any 
subject  whatever. 

I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  make  these  exptana- 
tioDS  in  view  of  what  I  saw  was  evidently  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  here. 
The  committee  ask  for  this  clerk,  not  as  a  per- 
sonal exemption  from  duties,  but  as  something 
which  they  deem  absolutely  indispensable  to  a 
proper  discharge  of  those  duties. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  do  not  feel  at  all  inclined 
to  embarrass  the  action  of  the  Senate;  and  as  the 
idea  has  been  suggested  to  me,  that  the  amendment 
which  I  have  proposed  might  injure  the  direct 
apn^G^tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  I  will  withdraw*  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  have  no  idea  that  any  ob- 
JectioB  I  can  malfe  will  influence  the  Senate  to 
Toledown  this  proposition;  nevertheless  this  con- 
sideration shall  not  deter  me  from  an  effort  to  cor- 
rect ihat  which  I  regard  atf*  an  abuse;  for  every 
proposition  that  adds  a  clerk  to  the  committees  of 
the  Senate,  I  record  as  an  abuse,  (uid  it  cannot 
have  ray  vote.  Heretofore  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance have  had  a  clerk,  and  I  am  willing  to  admit 
there  was  a  propriety  in  this,  during  the  actual 
sessions  of  uonoress,  for  the  labors  of  this  com- 
mittee are  of  a  Kind,  that  a  competent  man  can 
make  himself  useful  as  clerk.  But  there  are  rea- 
sons, operating  in  favor  of  the  employment  of  a 
^leck  by  this  committee,  that  do  not  exist  with 
any  otMr  of  the  body.  I  need  not  waste  time  on 
this  psmt.    Senators  all  know  to  what  I  refer. 

A  few  davs  since  we  ordered  clerks  for  the  com- 
takktt  ott  iHaval  Affairs  and  Commerce,  now  we 
creasled  to  order  clerks  for  the  Indian  and  Com- 
raikiee  on  Patents,  and  if  the  order  is  made  (as  I 
presume  it  wiH  be,  judging  from  the  past,  and  in 
view  of  the  ereat  facility  with  which  we  act  affirm- 
ativdy  on  all  such  matters.)  we  will  be  asked  to 
mnt  clerks  to  ^very  standuig  committee  of  this 
Body.  Why  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
should  ask  a  clerk,  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  to 
me.  What  duty  will  the  clerk  of  that  committ^ 
perfbrm.  Will  be  make  up  a  brief  in  each  case  pre- 
sented for  the  decision  of  the  committee,  and  decide 
the  merits  of  the  case?  If  so,  we  will  have  only 
the  opinion  of  the  clerk,  and  not  the  majority 
opinion  of  the  committee,  founded  on  an  actual  ex- 
smioation  of  the  case.  While,  as  a  general  rule,  I 
mi^t  be  wiTlins  to  act  upon  the  opinion  of  a  Sen- 
ator, expressed  aAer  a  full  examination  of  the 
report  "presented  hf  hini,  I  would  not  be  thus 
wilhog  to  adopt  and  act  u{>on  the  opinion  of  a 
derk  of  whom  I  know  nothing,  and  who  has  no 
legislative  responsibility.  I  was  for  several  years 
a  member  of  the  Naval  Comnuttee,  and  therefore 
I  have  singled  out  and  remarked  upon  what  I  con- 
■dered  the  claims  of  this  committee,  and  have  no 
hentation  in  saying,  that  while  I  had  the  honor  of 
a  pliee  on  that  committee,  I  should  have  opposed 
the  employment  of  a  clerk,  on  the  ground  he 
vould  nave  been  a  useless  piece  of  furniture,  so 
iar  as  Uie  proper  legitimate  business  of  the  com- 
mittee was  concerned.  It  would  be  a  source  of 
convenience  to  everv  Senator  to  have  the  services 
of  a  competent  gentleman,  about  his  general  busi- 
*  ncsi  al^rs,  transacting  business  at  Departments, 
and  keeping  up  his  correspondence;  and  I  do  not 
tay  there  wouUi  be  anything  wrong  in  thus  employ- 
ing an  employee  of  the  committeei  but  if  this  abuse 
(for  as  such,  I  can  only  characterize  it)  is  to  exist, 
and  grow  into  a  practice,  let  it  be  general — give  all 
the  committees  of  the  body  clerks,  and  then  we 
viD  idl  be  upon  an  e<tual  footing.  If  this  resolution 
W  adopted,  as  a  m&tter  of  course  we  will  expect 
to  order  a  oerk  for  each  standing  committee. 

]{r.  BADOER*  I  do  not  know  how  my  hon* 
•A  Umi  pnfik  Indiana  undertakes  so  conft- 
mlf'tft  AMHkiine  upoa  what  is  «nd  i^at  is  not 


re(}uired  by  all  the  committees  of  this  body.  I 
think  it  would  be  much  bietter  for  us  to  rely  upon 
the  determinations  of  the  committees  themselves; 
to  allow  them  to  speak  for  their  own  committees, 
and  to  confine  ourselves,  as  a  former  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  used  to  say,  to  our  own 
bailiwicks* 

The  Senator  from  Indiana 'has  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  -supposes  that 
that  committee  cannot  have  any  need  of  a  clerk. 
This  is  but  an  instance  to  show  the  hazard  which 
any  gentleman  undertakes,  in  pronouncing  an 
opinion  upon  the  condition  of  other  committees 
than  his  own.  Sir,  we  have  very  great  need  of  n 
cleik.  In  the  condition  of  affairs  before  the  Naval 
Committee  at  this  time,  we  have  need  of  an  active 
and  intelligent  clerk.  We  have  need  of  him  to 
facilitate  our  transactions  in  the  business  which 
the  Senate  has  committed  to  us.  We  have  need 
of  him,  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  n^essary  in- 
tercourse between  us  and  the  Department,  and  the 
various  bureaus  of  the  Department;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  information  which  is  required 
to  facilitate  those  inquiries  which  the  'Senate  has 
demanded  of  us  to  make,  and  how  we  are  to  report 
our  own  judgment.  We  do  not  want  a  clerk  to 
communicate  his  judgment  to  us.  We  wanLhim 
there  to  get  together  such  materials  as  we  may  re- 
quire, in  order  to  enable  us  to  form  our  own  judg- 
ments. The  honorable  Senator  says  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  has  nothing  for  a  clerk 
to  do;  and  he  supposes  this  to  be  the  case  with 
regard  to  every  committee  of  the  Senate,  except  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  He  says  that  it  is,  never- 
theless, very  con  venien  t  to  have  a  clerk,  in  order  that 
he  may  attend  to  the  {>rivate  biyiiness  of  members 
of  the  committee.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator  to 
mean  by  that,  4hat  clerks  are  asked  Gfr  by  com- 
mittees nere  when-they  have  no  use  for  them,  with 
r^ard  to  the  discharge  of  their  Senatorial  duties; 
but  that  they  are  actually  practising  an  imposition 
upon  this  body,  by  asking  for  officers  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  pubUc  expense,  to  attend  to  the  pri- 
vate t)usiness  of  memoers  ?  I  am  sure  that  tlie 
honorable  Senator  should  not  make  such  an  im- 
putation as  this,  unless  he  could  produce  some 
evidence  to  sustain  it.  It  impeaches  the  honor — 
the  personal  honor,  the  official  honor — it  impeaches 
the  respectability  of  honorable  gentlemen  as  mem- 
bers or  this  body,  if  there  be  anv  individual  upon 
any  committee  who  is  supposed  to  be  influenced 
by  any  such  low,  groveling,  personal  purpose,  in 
asking  for  a  clerk. 

With  r^vd  io  myself  1  can  say  that  when  I 
wished  a  clerk  to  be  appointed  by  the  naval  com- 
mittee I  had  no  personal  business  of  my  own  for 
him  to  do.  My  own  business  I  do  myself. 
Whether  well  or  ill  done,  it  is  done  by  myself, 
and  wiUicftit  the  assistance  of  others.  I  feel  very 
well  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  associated  with 
me  upon  the  Committer  on  Naval  Affairs  wishes 
a  clerk  for  any  such  indirect  personal  object.  But 
how  does  it  happen  that  the  honorable  Senator 
admits  tha^the  tfommittee  on  Finance  have  need 
of  a  clerk  ?  Why  has  the  Committee  on  Finance 
need  of  a  clerk?  Is  it  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  business  which  that  committee  has 
to  do }  Or  is  it  on  account  of  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness which  that  committee  is  called  upon  to  per- 
form ?  I  presume  that  other  committees  of  this 
body  need  a  clerk  as  well  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  There  is  nothing  in  the  name  of  that 
committee  which  n^akes  a  distinction  and  shows 
it  should  have  such  assistance,  and  that  other 
committees  should  not  have  it.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  eminenU^  needs  a 
derk.  The  Senate  has  been  in  the  habit  of  Air- 
nishing  a  clerk  to  that  committee,  and  I  have 
always  been  glad  to  see  it  done.  But  when  hon- 
orable members  upon  this  floor  announce  to  'me 
that,  in  their  judgment,  the  convenient  dispatch'  of 
the  public  business  committed  to  them  r^uires  that 
they  should  be  fbmished  with  a  derk,  I  shall 
always  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  presume  that  they 
are  actuated  by  public  c>nnsiderations,  and  are  not 
asking  to  obtain  any  private  advantage. 

Now,  with  regard  to  this  committee,  after  what 
has  been  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  [Mr.  Sebastian,]  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  diflficult  for  us  to  furnish 
a  satisfactory  reason  why  we  should  refuse  lo 
this  committee  what  we  nave  mnted  to  other 
e^mmittaes.  We  have  eranted  a  derk  to  the 
Committee  6a  the  Poet  Cmc%  9od  Pott  Roads,  at 


the  head  of  which  is  my  honorable  friend  from 
Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk.]  Every  one  well  knowj  why 
it  is  necessary  that  that  committee  should  have  a 
clerk.  My  friend  from  Texae  said  on  a  former 
occasion  that  that  committee  did  need  a  clerk.  I 
am  satisfied  that  he  said  so  because  he  believed 
it,  and  that  nothing  would  have  induced  him  to 
say  it  if  he  had  not  believed  it.  So  it  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl^airs,  of 
whose  business  I  have  had  some  experience;  and  . 
I  hare  Known  the  btisiness  of  that  committee  to 
sufi*er  for  want  of  such  assistance. 

With  regard  to  the  expenditure  involved  in  this, 
permit  me  to  say  that  it  is  a  little  of  *'  penny  wis* 
oom  and  pound  folly,'*  while  we  are  ready  to 
pour  out  the  public  money  at  the  bung,  to  be  so 
carefully  encaged  in  stopping  a  litUe  epifgot-hole 
out  of  which  but  a^ small  portion  or  the  public 
treasure  oozes;  and  especially  when  it  is  expended  • 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  committees  more  sat- 
isfactorily to  themselves,  and  more  beneficially  to 
the  country,  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  thinks  that 
members  of  committees  ought  to  take  this  labor 
upon  themselves;  and  be  says  he  is  willing  to  do 
it.  I  believe  he  is.  He  is  a  youn^  man;  a  man 
in  vigorous  heafth,  and  is  fond  of  labor.  He  is 
pleased  with  a  kind  of  investi^^ation,  which  to  me 
18  absolutely  repulsive.  Let  him  go  on  then,  and 
devote  those  powers  which-  he  possesses  to  the 
service  of  the  Senate,  in  the  honorable  and  efll- 
dent  manner  that  he  now  does;  but  do  not  let  him 
deny  to  those  of  u^  who  have  not  the  same  capa- 
city, and  that  kind  of  business  facility  which  our 
age,  or  indisposition,  or  any  other  cause  may  ren- 
der necessary,  to  enable  us  to  come  at  a  practical 
and  benefidal  result  of  our  operations. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-morrow, 
in  order  that  we  may  get  at  the  special  onier  of 
the  day,  which  is  the  bounty  land  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  This  is  rather  an  unimportant 
matter;  but  since  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  (Carolina,  I  must  be  indulged 
with  a  short  reply.  I  employed  no  such  language 
in  my  previous  remarks  as'  that  Senator  attributes 
to  me,  nor  did  anything  which  I  said  justify  the 
construction  which  that  honorable  Senator  sought 
in  his  remarks  to  put  upon  mine.  I  said  not  a 
word  which  could,  by  implication  even,  be  regarded 
as  reflectinsr  upon  the. honor  or  integrity  of  any 
Senator,  ana  I  venture  the  assertion  mat  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Nort)^  Carolina  stands  aJone 
in  this  misconception  of  that  which  I  did  say.  I 
said  in  gei\eral  terms  that  I  believe  derks  to  com- 
mittees of  this  body  useless  appendages,  as  far  as 
the  lefi;itimate  business  of  this  body  was  concerned, 
and  their  eniployment  an  abuse  of  our  privileges 
here;  and  this  I  again  repeat,  not  by  way  of  cen- 
sure to  others  who  may  take  a  difllerent  view  of 
iiuM  subject,  but  by  way -of  expressing  my  decided 
condemnation  of  thus  summarily  fastening  on  to 
the  Treasury  a  ne#'*batch  of  pensioners;  for  mark, 
sir,  every  one  of  the  individuals  provided  to  be  An- 
ployed  under  this  and  sinylar  resolutions,  will  be 
continued  over  at  the  end  of  this  to  the  opening  of 
the  next  Congress,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year, 
adding  another  and  another  to  the  long  list  of 
abuses  that  are  daily  creeping  into  every  depart- 
ment of  this  Capitol.  Ana  again  mark,  at  the  end 
of  this  session,  about  the  last  day  or  night  thereof, 
you  will  have  a  resolution  ofllered  by  some  kindly- 
disposed  Senator,  giving,  in  addition  to  the  |1,500 
per  annum  now  paid  derks,  a  gratification  of  |350 
more;  and  this  will  not  only  be  done  at  the  long, 
but  unless  a  new  practice  obtains,  these  very  derks, 
that  are  now  employed  only  for  present  use,  will 
be  continued  over  to  the  short  session,  and  the 
same,  salary  be  given  for  three  months  work,  and 
the  $250  extra  pay  again  added.  I  am  speaking  ^ 
of  the  probable  future,  having  my  eye  on  tne^Nist; 
and  I  na^'e  on  this  point  only  said  what  Ifet^  quite 
sure  will  be  realized,  unless  a  great  change  takee 
place  in  our  mode  of  legislation. 

The  honomble  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
feels  at  liberty  to  read  me  a  lecture  on  account  of  ^ 
my  notice  of  the  Naval  Committee,  I  spoke  in 
the  most  respectful  terms  of  that  important  com- 
mittee, and  remarked  that  when  I  was  a  membes 
of  it,  as  I  had  bdn  for  two  or  three  ssssions  past, 
the  chairman  and  members  of  it  liad  experienced 
no  iaeonveDifnce  lor  the  want  of  a  o|erk»  and  that 
I  waenotawar^ef  anygreateroeoeeiity  foraderk 
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now  than  then.  And  now,  notwithstandinff  the 
opinions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  expressed  in  a  very  authoritative  man- 
ner, I  bee  leave  again  to  say,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Naval  Committee  can  find  employment 
for  a  clerk;  and  I  will  go  further  and  add,  that 
there  is  not  a  committee  of  this  body,  unless 
it  be  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that  can  profitably 
employ  one,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  public 
are  concerned.  Whether  while  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  I  coptijbuted 
in  the  least  degree  to  liffhlen  the  labors  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  who  was 
never  known  to  shrink  from  any  responsibility  or 
the  performance  of  any  duties,  is  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence  at  this  time.  The  (ques- 
tion now  is,  whether  the  public  interest  will  be 
promoted  by  this  loose  sys^m  of  creating  a  new 
set  of  useless  ofiicers.  I  think  not,  and  have 
plainly  given  some  of  my  reasons,  without  in- 
tending to  offend  in  the  slightest  degree  any 
Senator.  Knowing,  however,  what  I  do,  as  to 
the  manner  such  propositions  as  this  are  generally 
disposed  of  here,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  the  least 
idea  it  will  be  defeated,  and  consider  all  I  have  or 
might  say  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  as  labor 
lost.  I  am  content  to  affix  my  mark  of  opposition 
upon  it,  and  let  it  go. 

Mr.  BAIDGER.  I  wish  to  remind  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Indiana  of  two  things  with  r^ard 
to  the  Naval  Cdmmittee,  which  sfeem  to  have  es- 
caped his  recollection.  In  the  first  place,  while  he 
was  a  member  of  that  committee,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  one  or  two  other  committees,  furnishing  so 
much  occupation  for  his  time  that  it  was  very  sel- 
dom that  we  could  get  on  that  committee  the  as- 
sistance which  his  ^bors  and  his  counsel  would 
have  afforded.  Hence,  with  my  friend  from  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller,]  at  that  time  a  member  of 
the  committee,  and  the  then  Senator  frpm  Florida, 
[Mr.  YuLEE,]  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee, we  had  thrown  upon  us  an  amount  of  la- 
bor and  responsibility  under  which  we  were  borne 
and  pressed  down,  and  in  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Indiana  shared  very  little,  and  of  the 
oppressive  character  of  which  he  knew  nothing. 
That  is  the  first  fact. 

Then  I  wonder  that  the  honorable  Senator  has 
not  thought  of  the  other  fact;  and  that  is,  we  now 
have  the  State  of  California  in  the  Union,  and  it 
would  require  a  clerk  to  attend  to  the  business  of 
that  State,  while  the  members  of  the  committee 
were  able  to  attend  to  the  rest  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  did«not  intend  to  mingle  in  this 
debate,  but  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  says  he  has  been  oppressed,  and  as  I  feel 
myself  bound  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the  op- 
pressed, I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two.  It  strikes 
me  that  v/e  are  making  mistakes  in  the  discussion 
of  this  matter.  That  is,  we  are  going  too  much 
into  detail.  We  are  not  taking  a  national  view  of 
the  thing.  I  want  to  suggest  a  national  view  of 
this  matter.  We  are  not  only  doing  what  we  are 
doing:  for  to-dajr,  but  we  are  making  precedents, 
■  and  they  will  stick  and  be  followed  hereafter.  I 
wish  now  to  suggest  a  possible  state  of  things 
which  may  exist  hereafter.  It  may  be  that  in  the 
coming  years  that  are  beibre  us,  there  will  be  an 
admimstration  of  th§  General  Government  in 
p'>\ver,  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate  in  opposition. 
Well,  then,  we  tnat  are  in  opposition  will  have 
some  friends;  our  friends  will  come  here  and  want 
places.  We  cannot  give  them  places  unless  we 
make  some  neat  little  places  in  the  committees, 
where  we  shall  not  have  a  President  to  interfere  to 
nominate.  We  want  places  where  we  can  confirm 
without  a  nomination.  I  think,  in  view  of* what 
may  possibly  occur  hereafter,  an  arrangement  of 
this  sort  will  be  very  convenient.  Although  I 
have  but  very  few  friends,  they  are  enough  to  be 
troublesome,  especially  to  a  meui  wTio  has  no  sort 
of  influence  with  the  Administration;  and  it  is 
exceedingly  convenient,  when  all  these  places  are 
filled  by  our  enemies,  to  say,  at  least,  there  is  a 
little  clerkship  in  our  committee  which  theSenat<», 
fbr  their  oWn  purposes,  hold  in  their  own  hands. 
In  that  way  we  would  be  doing  a  great  public 

food — granting  relief  to  those  who  are  oppressed 
y  that  labor  upder  which  the  honorable  Senator 
m)m  North  Carolina  has  sufferi^  until  the  marks 
of  premature  age  are  creeping  upon  him.  I  say, 
that  while  the  Senate  would  be  doing  a  great  pub- 
lic goodf  they  would  be  relieving  themselves  uom 


this  oppressive  labor  by  the  establishing  of  a  pre- 
cedent which  we  are  thia^  day  setting.  I  trust  that 
the  honorable  Senator^  from  Indiana  will  take  a 
national  view  of  the  thing,  and  look  into  the  com- 
ing fttture.  ..  As  the  eulogist  of  General  Jackson 
once  said,  I  hope  the  Senator  will  listen  to  the 
footsteps  of  coming  generations,  and  legislate  for 
all  time,  so  that  wnen^it  does  hitpptrr/  tJt  V.  haver 
no^doubt  it  some  titrte^will  happen,  when  the  ma- 
jonty  will  be  in  opposition  to  tne  Administration, 
we  shall  have  some  little  patronage  of  our  own 
about  which  we  need  not  consult  the  President. 

This  is  what  I  consider  taking  a  national  view 
of  the  thing.  I  consider  this  as  rising  above  such 
little  picayune  things  as  the  writing  of  reports, 
and  as  gomg  to  establish  the  eharac|er  and  policy 
of  the  Government.  In  this  view,  it  seems  to  me 
if  the  Senate  had  listened  and  attended  to  this,  I 
am  certain  they  would  not  have  refused  to  give  the 
Committee  on  "Engrossed  Bills  a  clerk.  I  have 
been  fVequently  called  out  when  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  was  making  a  speech,  to  examine 
an  engrossed  bill,  and  to  certify  to  its  correctness. 
This  reuuires  deliberation. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  to  postpone 
this  resolution  until  to-morrow,  for  I  think  that  a 
thing  of  this  sort  should  not  be  done  in  i.  hurry. 
I  hope  that  this  resolution  may  be  postponed  to  a 
day  certain,  so  that  we  may  give  it  that  due  delib- 
eration which  it  deserves.    * 

Mr.  HUNTER.  As  the  time  has  arrived  for 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  I  withdraw 
the  motion  I  made  awhile  ago,  and  move  that  the 
subject  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BADGER  and  others.  Let  us  vote  on  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  As  it  is  suggested  that  the 
resolution  may  now  be  voted  upon,  1  withdraw 
that  motion. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

FOREIGN  INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  desire  to  lay  upon  the  table, 
with  the  view  of  having  it  printed,  a  resolution 
which  I  intend  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
[Mr.  Clarke,  I  yesterday.  1  was  not  present  when 
the  Senator  offered  his  resolution,  and  I  merely 
wish  now  that  the  paper  I  offer  may  be  printed, 
and  to  give  notice  that  when  the  resolution  comes 
up,  I  will  move  this  as  a  substitute. 
Tl\p  substitute  proposed  is  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepretntcsHves 
of  the  United  SttUes  of  jSm^Hfa  in  Congress  ossenMci, 
That  while  the  people  of  the  United  States  fl)nnpathii:e  with 
nil  nations  who  are  striving  to  establish  free  Kovemments, 
yet  Uiey  recognize  the  great  principle  of  the  law  of  nations 
which  assures  to  each  of  tbein  the  right  to  manage  its  own 
internal  ofl^irs  in  \Vn  own  way,  and  to  establish,  alter,  or 
abolish  its  government  at  pleasure,  without  the  interference 
of  any  other  Power;  and  they  have  not  seed,  nor  could 
they  again  see,  without  deep  concern,  the  violaUon  of  this 
principle  of  national  independence. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  can  only  be  received 
informally. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  merely  wish  that  this  resolution 
may  be  printed,  so  that  when  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  comes  up  I 
may  be  able  to  offer  this  as  a  substitute. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Seward  submitted  the  following  inform- 
ally, that  it  might  be  printed.  Itisan  amendment 
which  he  will  offer  to  the  joint  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  Clarke: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  second  resolutidn,  and  insert  the 
following  as  a  substitute : 

Resolvcdy  That  while  the  United  States,  in  consideration 
of  the  exigencies  of  society,  habitually  recognize  govern- 
ments de  J'aeto  in  otiier  States,  yet  that  they  are  neverthe* 
less  by  no  means  indifferent  when  such  a  government  is 
established  again s^t  tlie  consent  of  any  people  by  usurpation 
or  by  armed  intervention  of  foreign  states  or  nations. 

RxisoXved,  That  considering  that  the  people  of  Hungary,  in 
the»erercise  of  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of 
nations  in  a  solemn  ami  legitimate  manner,  asserted  their 
national  independence  and  establii^hcd  a  government  by  . 
their  own  voluntary  act,  and  successfully  maintained  ft 
against  all  opposition  by  parties  lawfully  interested  in  the 
question.  <aud  that  Uie  Jgmperor  of  Russia,  without  just 
or  lawful  right,  invaded  Uuugory,  and  by  fraud  and  armed 
force  subverted  the  national  independence  and  political  con- 
stitution tliufl  established,  and  thereby  reduced  that  country 
to  the  condition  of  a  province,  ruled  by  a  Aireign  absolute 
power :  The  United  Slates,  in  defence  of  their  own  interests 
and  of  the  common  interests  of  mankind,  do  solemnly  pro- 
tect against  the  conduct  of  Russia  on  that  occasion,  as  a 
Wanton  «nd  tyrannical  infraction  of  the  laws  of  nations. 
And  Uie  United  States  do  fVirther  declare,  that  they  win  not 
hereadcr  be  fndiflerent  to  tlmilar  acts  of  national  injustice, 
oppression,  and  usuipatlon,  whenever  or  wherever  they 
may  occur. 


ASSI6NABILITT  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considerattoit 
of  the  special  order,  being  a  bill  to  authorize  th« 
transfer  of  land  warrants  issued  under  the  act  oC 
September  28,  1850,  granting  bounty  land  to  tKe 
omc^rs  and  privates  of  the  American  army  since 
1790. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  joint  resolution  wa« 
considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  and  was  amended.  It  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ~  the  qijestion  now  Is  on  ma 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senior  from  Wiscoii* 
sin,  [Mr.  Walker.] 

Mr.  WALKER.  After  the  yeas  and  nay« 
were  ordered  on  this  proposition  yesterday,  there 
were  some  observations  made  by  tJie  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  BorlandJ  and  others  br  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Felgh,]  to  wnich  I 
wish  to  offer  a 'few  words  in  reply.  The  obje<v 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  id  to  the  prop- 
osition on  account  of  its  connection  with  the  maio 
subject  imder  consideration;  and  he  seemed  to  in- 
timate that  if  my  amendment  were  offered  as  ao 
independent  pro^[)o»rtiony  he  would  rote  for  it. 
His  objection  to  it  appeared  to  be  its  connection 
with  this  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  Will  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  single  remanc  ?  and  perhaps  I  can 
thereby  save  him  the  necessity  of  making  the  ob- 
servation he  was  about  to  maice  in  reply. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  give  way  to  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  desire  Co  correct,  to  soms 
extent,  a  short  remask  which  I  made  yesterday. 
Upon  looking  over  the  report  of  ray  remarks  m 
the  paper  this  morning,  as  well  as  adverting  to  my 
recollection  of  what  I  said  at  the  time,  I  mi  that 
I  took  a  position  which  I  would  not  be  able  fully 
to  stand  upon.  That,  however,  arises  from  the 
fact  that  I  misconceived,  to  some  extei^,the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  'HftMib* 
ject  of  preemption  was  under  consideration  wheo 
he  made  his  proposition;  and  the  impression  nude 
upon  my  mind  was,  that  his  proposition  refentd 
to  preemption  rights,  and  not  to  an  absolute  dons^ 
tion  of  land  to  actual  settlers,  without  any  com* 

fensation  being  given  by  them  to  the  Government, 
desire  to  say  how,  that  I  would  not  be  wifling 
to  ^  for  such  a  proposition.  My  understanding 
of  It  was,  that  it  included  only  preefhpiioQ  rights, 
and  to  that  extent  I  would  be  willing  to  p}^  I 
make  this  observation  with  the  view  of  corwcfing 
my  remark  yesterday,  and  by  wfey  of  expUdmng 
what  I  intended. 

Mr.  WALKER.  The  correction  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  will  not  change  the  course  of  ob- 
servation which  I  was  going  to  make,  for  the 
objection  which  he  yesterday  made  to  my  amend- 
ment was  one  whicn  is  almost  universally  made 
to  any  amendment  proposed  in  the  Senate  that 
embraces  in  itself  the  principal  subject.    That  ob- 
jection is,  that  the  amendment  is  not  offered  in  the 
proper  place.    That  as  a  separate  proposition  it 
might  or  might  not  be  supported.    Now  I  think 
the  amendment  which  I  proposed   yesterday  is 
perfectly  relevant  to  tlie  subject  under  considera- 
tion.   The  subject  in  reality  in  its  substance  and 
intention,  embraces  a  method  of  getting  rid  of  the 
public  lands.    It  cannot  be  contended  that  it  ia 
anything  more  or  anything  less.     It  is  true  that 
on  its  face  it  professes  to  be  a  proposition  legal- 
izing  the  assignment  of  land  warrants |  but  we  all 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  operation  of  ihcat 
assignments  will  be  to  open  a  new  method  of  ae 
quinng  public  lands  by  individuals,  and  a  neiT 
method  by  which  the  General  Government  shall 
dispose  of  them.    Now  what  I  propose  is  an  nddi' 
tion  to  this  method  of  disposing  of  the  public 
lands,  so  that  we  may  give  a  free  grant  of  a  hun^ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  every  person  whcF 
will  demonstrate  in  good  faith  his  intention  of  be^« 
coming  a  resident  upon  the  land,  by  dwelling 
upon  It  and  cultivating  it  for  five  years.    This  i^ 
Iheproposition. 

The  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Michi^an^ 
who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pulblie^ 
Lands,  was  of  a  similar  character  to  the  objec^ 
tion  urged  by  the  %nator  fVom  Arkansas,  put 
with  this  addiu'oniil  ol^ection,  that  the  proposition 
was  sprung  upon  the^Senate  suddeulyi  abd  that  U 
did  not  give  tne  Senate  proper  tiiha  to  deliberate 
upon  it  and  to  frame  the  necessary  machinery  by 
ni^ilch  to  carry  out  the  object.    Now  I  mgretlhit 
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^be  Senator  fh>m  Michigan  has  made  this  objec- 
^OQ,  for,  during  the  last  Congfess,  I  had  before 
'  e  Senate  a  biH  for  the  purpose  of  reheTing  the 
Government  of  all  the  -burdens  of  the 
.and  system;  to  vest  these  lands  in  the  govern- 
ents  of  the  several  States  in  which  they  may 
,  and  then  going  on  to  provide  the  machinery 
y  which  these  provisions  in  favor  of  actual  set- 
lers  should  be  carried  out;  and  aAer  long  and 
-s^tature  deliberation  and  much  debate,  a  majority 
.^rtf  the  Senate  voted  against  it.     The  same  prin- 
ciple Was  otfered%s  an  amendment  to  other  bills, 
cuid  it  was  stiM  voted  down.    At  this  session  I 
fcave  again  renewed  the  bill.      It  has  been  before 
Che  Committee  on  Public  Lands  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.    I  have  not  heard  from 
ic  since. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  censuring  the 
eomroittee  if  they  have  not  reported.  It  is  on 
important  committee,  and  has  great  and  important 
^ties  to  dischars;e,  and  it  dischar^s  them  faith- 
folly.  But  still  f  am  not  censurable  for  any  delay 
in  r«sard  to  this  matter,  for  Ihave  been  industrious 
in  bringing  this  proposition  in  all  its  details  before 
the  Senate.  While  that  bill,  introduced  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  again  introduced  at  this 
gession,  and  at  both  sessions  referred  to  the  Cora- 
mhtee  on  Public  Lands,  embraces  my  own  pecu- 
fiur  views — if  gentlemen  see  proper  to  consider 
them  peculiar — yet  I  think  1  ought  not  to  be 
•amenaole  to  the  language  used  by  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Downs,]  that  I  objected  to 
every  other  proposition  because  it  was  not  my 
ikoiider.  Now,  this  proposition  is  in  character 
^rstii  that  which  1  have  been  urging  up6n  the  atten- 
^on  of  the  Senate.  I  am  not  tenacious  with  re- 
pad  to  who  may  avail  himself  of  the  proprietor- 
-Mp  of  the  thunder,  so  that  I  can  accomplish  the 
tua  I  deaijw.  h  am  not  very  particular  whether 
tlie  proposition  which  I  first  suggested  be  carried 
tnit  or  not;  I  would  prefer  it,  but  I  do  not  adhere 
TSty  tenaeiotrsly  to  K  in  the  proposition^  which  I 
iunr  offer.  I  would  relieve  myself,  if  I  had  the 
99w«r,  from  the  duty  of  urging  these  views  upon 
%kt  Senate;  for  I  am  aware  that  I  ur^e  them 
Mgfoft  on  willing  ears.  But  let  any  one  hve  in  a 
Btv  8tate,  ana  have  the  experience  and  opportu- 
t^  id  sake  the  observations  that  I  have,  and  he 
"aot  wonder  that  I  wish  to  see  this  system 
m^  the  public  lands  adopted  by  the  6ov- 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  actual  settlers. 
Why,  sir,  take  the  State  in  which  I  live,  which 
B  not  yet  four  years  old  as  a  State,  and  which  as 
a  Territory  does  not  exceed  fifteen  years,  and  yet 
fbr  the  earth  upon  which  our  log-caoins  are  built, 
^Itere  our  hearth-stones  are  erected ,  and  where  our 
homes  are  placed,  in  that  new  country,  laboring 
under  all  the  embarrassments  which  we  have  hcd 
lo  eontend  against,  we  have  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  upwards  of  seven  mil- 
Boos  of  dollars;  and  that,  too,  from  a  State  in 
irhich  we  have  no  public  works  constituting  a 
freac  source  of  revenue  to  us,  where  it  has  been  a 
eoBStant  struggle  to  ^et  our  public  roads  where 
vebest  can,  to  establish'  schools,  and  build  mills 
•adhridges,  and  establish  the  other  conveniences 
of  leeieCy.  While  all  this  has  been  the  case,  and 
t^ery  improvement  has  been  a  drain  upon  the  en- 
ergtet  or  the  settlers,  we  have  had  a  continual 
drain  from  us  of  everything — every  substantial 
footing  on  which  we  could  rest.  This  was  not 
tke  case  with  the  old  States.  They  were  the  pro- 
prietors of  their  own  lands;  and  if  they  charged 
fiiything  for  the  lands  upon  which  the  settlers 
looited,  the  money  receiveu  went  into  the  treasury 
tf  their  own  State,  and  was  disbursed  among  their 
<nm  people.  But  we  have  made  improvements 
which  render  the  lands  of  the  State  valuable,  and 
yet  when  sold  the  money  is  not  disbursed  from 
OQT  State  treasury,  but  it  goes  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  Ifaited  States;  and  when  we  ask  for  a  little 
•tohenecamed  to  protect  life  or  property,  or  even 
CBoo^  to  faeiHtate  the  construction  or  railroads 
WtoimpTOte  the  Pox  or  Wisconsin  rivers,  there 
Mcms  to  be  the  most  astonishing  opposition  on 
fteptrt  of  Senators  to  any  such  grant.  And  yet 
^  Skate  has  paid  so  large  an  amount  in  the  same 
tineiato  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  no  State 
JBdittTmoD  has  paid  so  large  an  amount  into  the 
Ttmnty  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  no 
8Mttarb«eik  so  little  embarrassing  to  the  Treas- 
tttftf  thtf'^nited  States. 

'  tm  iHAfitt  ifk  die  belief  that  we  have  already 
MUf^dar  ho'meft  ets  much  as  we  should  pay, 
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and  I  believe  that  it  would  be  the  best  policy  for 
the  Government  to  allow  the  new  settler  to  have 
his  home,  that  he  may  contribute  more  In  what 
he  pays  for  articles  imported  into  the  country  and 
thus  increase  the  revenue  from  that  source.  I 
believe  it  to  be  the  best  policy,  and  I  do  not  urge 
it  for  the  purpose  of  clap-trap,  or  as  an  item  of 
thunder  for  myself.  I  am  honest  and  sincere, 
and  I  shall  continue  to  urge  it  so  long  as  I  believe 
it  will  be^  the  best  policy  both  for  the  States  and 
for  the  Guvernment,  Then  I  do  hope  I  may  not 
be  looked  upon  with  a  prejudiced  eye  when  1  ur^e 
this  doctrine  of  giving  the  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers.  I  am  not  peculiar  in  this.  Some  of  the 
greatest  minds  in  the  country  have  believed  it. 
As  far  back  as  the  time  of  General  Jackson  he 
recommended  it  in  four  successive  messages;  Mr. 
Webster  has  also  introduced  a  proposition  of  this 
nature  here;  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Douglas,]  and  also  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Houston,]  have  in- 
tro()uced  similar  propositiohs;  and  it  seems  to  me 
it  is  about  time  that  the  couni^  should  begin  to 
look  at  the  matter  in  its  true  light,  in  place  of 
setting  itself,  through  its  representatives,  against 
those  who  may  urge  its  claims  upon  the  Senate. 

I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Senate,  but  I  look 
upon  it  as  bidding  a  final  farewell  to  the  present 
laud  system  with  the  prospect  of  the  most  melan- 
choly results.  Sir,  here  are  most  of  the  States 
manifesting  a  belief  that  we  should  no  longer  seek 
a  revenue  from  that  quarter,  but  that  these  lands 
should  be  ceded  for  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment. But  wliat  is  tne  course  pursued  now  r  You 
are  making  large  grants  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvements,  and  when  you  throw  into  circula- 
tion this  immense  amount  of  paper  currency  in 
tlie  shape  of  land  warrants  whi(;h  you  propose  to 
do  by  tnis  bill,  what  is  likely  to  be  the  real  value 
of  the  lands  you  grant  for  the  buildine  of  rail- 
roads ?  Why,  sir,  these  grants  will  be  in  a 
measure  valueless;  they  will  become  as  nothing. 
You  will  derive  no  benefit  by  those  grants,  even 
when  they  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
States  in  the  construction  of  railroads.  But  it 
may  be  said  that  this  is  a  matter  of  no  conse- 
quence to  the  old  States  and  those  in  which  Do 
public  lands  lie.  I  deny  it;  I  do  not  think  so.  I 
regard  it  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to 
all  the  States,  whether  old  or  new.  I  say  that  so 
long  as  the  old  States  command  the  passes  to  the 
Atlantic  ocean  they  are  most  deeply  interested  in 
all  that  afiects  the  facilities  of  transportation  of 
tlie  various  products  of  the  Western  country  and 
of  the  Mississippi  valley;  and  they  are  actine  on 
a  very  short-sighted  policy  when  they  withhold 
these  grants,  or  do  anything  which  could  lead  to 
the  frustration  of  the  beneficial  results  to  be  de- 
rived from  them.  Sir.  I  believe  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  determination  of  the  Senate  eventu- 
ally, it  is  bad  policy  to  pass  this  measure  at  the 
piesent  time.  I  think  tnat,  if  it  is  to  be  passed, 
we  had  better  wait  till  the  end  of  the  session — 
until  we  can  see  what  the  States  are  likely  to  make 
of  their -several  improvements,  or  what  price  they 
are  likely  to  obtain  for  the  lands  through  whicn 
these  improvements  are  to  be  located ;  and  not  be 
making  grants  of  land  and  then  taking  them  back 
again  because  they  will  afibrd  no  revenue  to  the 
projectors  of  these  improvements,  owing  to  the 
immense  number  of  land  warrants  thus  thrown 
into  the  market.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  postpone  the  bill  for  the  present,  even  if 
it  should  ultimately  be  passed.         ^ 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  This  is  a  very  important 
amendment,  and  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  published  in  the 
Coi/fgrtssional  Qlobt^  page  303. 

^r.  WALKER.  Before  anything  further  is 
said,  I  wish  to  state,  that  the  proviso  which  is 
attached  to  that  amendment,  is  one  which  is 
brought  in,  in  view  of  oj3inions  of  other  Senators, 
and  not  of  my  own.  n  I  had  brought  in  a  prop- 
osition, imbodyiug  my  own  views  only,  the  re- 
striction in  the  proviso  to  the  amendment  would 
not  have  been  inserted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  any  argument  with  my 
friend  from  Wisconsin  upon  the  propriety  of  his 
amendment.  If  we  were  to  discuss  tne  propriety 
of  granting  lands  to  those  who  have  declarea  their 
intentions  of  becoming  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  thereby  invite  the  foreign  population 
of  all  the  world  to  our  shores,  I  think  tnere  would 


be  matter  enough  in  that  subject  to  occupy  per- 
haps a  month;  we  mi^ht  say  a  great  deal  for  aikl 
against  such  a  proposition.  Now,  it  seems  to  mm 
it  is  too  large  a  subject  to  be  introduced  here  as 
an  amendment,  to  encumber  this  bill  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  introducing,  and  \  hope  the  bill  may 
not  be  encumbered  by  it.  The  bill  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  originating  simply  designs  to  perfect 
a  system  in  reference  to  grants  of  land  to  those 
who  fought  the  battles  of  our  country,  and  my 
friend's  amendment  proposes  to  introduce  an  un- 
bounded grant  of  lands  to  those  who  have  per- 
formed no  civil  service,  much  less  military  ser- 
vice, for  the  country.  His  amendment  looks  to 
the  improvement  of  the  laud  by  the  clearing  of 
the  forests  and  cultivating  the  soil,  as  an  induce- 
ment upon  which  the  grant  Is  to  be  made.  The 
policy  which  we  haVe  settfedby  past  legisloiioN, 
and  that  poUcy  which  my  bill  proposes  to  perfect, 
is  to  show  a  favor,  to  sliow  a  kindness,  to  make  a 
gratuity  in  behalf  of  those  who  have  rendered  the 
country  some  military  service,  and  thereby  to  en- 
courage the  whole  country,  whenever  there  shall 
be  a  war  prevailing,  whenever  there  is  any  neces- 
sity for  military  service,  to  run  to  the  standard  of 
the  country.  My  little  bill  is  to  perfect  that  sys- 
tem wliich  has  been  already  adopted,  while  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  is  to 
cover  the  whole  country  with  unbounded  grants, 
not  for  civil  or  military  service  rendered  to  the 
country,  but  merely  to  improve  the  laud. 

I  have  already  stated  that  it  is  a  large  theme  to 
be  connected  with  this  bill,  and  if  we  attempt  to  do 
it,  we  shall  be  here  for  weeks,  discussiug  this 
question.  I  hope  those  who  have  this  litue  bill 
at  heart,  and  wno  tliink  we  have  perfected  it  by 
the  amendmenis  adopted  yesterday,  will  not  allow 
any  other  amendment  to  be  attached  to  it,  but 
just  vote  for  the  bill,  and  pass  it  as  it  is.  If  we 
can  do  this,  we  shall  ^t.  clear  of  this  proposition 
which  has  been  pending  for  weeks,  and  can  then 
go  to  the  consideration  of  something  else;  and  in 
the  course  of  the  session,  I  suppose  my  friend  will 
have  it  in  his  power  to  go  len^hily  into  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  the  grants  which  he  proposes.  I 
will  not  discuss  this  subject  further,  because  I  know 
that  my  example  may  operate  as  an  inducement 
to  others  to  jo  tlie  same,  and  thereby  there  will 
be  a  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I 
have  ventured  to  make  these  few  remarks  in  the 
hope  that  we  miffht  be  aUowed  to  have  a  vote 
taken  upon  the  bill  as  it  was  perfected  yesterday, 
without  further  discussion.  - 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  concur  in  the  remarks  just  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  meosure  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  is  one  of  justice  to  persons  already 
provided  for.  I  made  a  pretty  early  struggle 
when  tjiat  bill  was  up,  to  get  rid  of  the  clause 
which  prevented  the  grantees  from  enjoying  that 
property  which  we  were  to  give,  end  which  vio- 
lates a  prineiple  which  is  usually  conceded  to  per- 
sons holding  property,  to  wit:  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of  it  in  their  own  way.  I  foresaw  the 
great  inconvenience  which  they  would  labor 
under;  I  foresaw  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  go  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  which 
(Jongress  was  dispos^  to  grant  to  them,  provided 
it  Mras  trammeled  in  the  way  which  the  bill  indi* 
cated.  I  believe  that  Congress  has  come  at  last 
to  see  that  it  is  butjust  that  these  warrants  should 
be  made  assignable,  because  it  is  very  evident 
that  those  who  live  at  a  distance  from  these  lands 
do  not  intend  to  go  and  occupy  them,  and  cannot 
avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  tiie  grant,  unless 
the  warrants  are  made  assignable.  It  seems  to 
me  right  that  they  should  be  made  so.  And  now, 
I  entreat  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
not  to  interfere  with  a  measure  whicii  is  large 
enough  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  and  is  com- 
prehensive enough  to  command  the  attention  of 
this  body,  and  require  a  great  deal  .of  discussion 
before  it  can  be  matured.  I  entreat  hian  not  to 
embarrass  this  bill  by  the  measure  which  he  pro- 
poses. I  hope  he  will  withdraw  his  proposition, 
and  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  pass  the  bill,  so 
that  the  old  soldier  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  act. 

I  will  say  further,  that  I  am  rather  inchned  to 
favor  the  settlers  when  a  suitable  measure  can  be 
adopted*  whenever  it  can  be  prudently  and  wisely, 
done.  I  am  not  unwilling  to  extend  benefits  to 
that  class  of  our  fellow-ciiizena;  but  at  the  .same 
time,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it  if  it  is 
proposecf  as  an  amendment  here. 
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Whatever  my  sentiments  and  opinions  may  be 
in  rejjanl  to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  contained 
in  the  amendment,  he  wUI  compel  me,  if  it  is  offered 
here,  10  vote  against  it.  1  hope,' therefore,  he  will 
see  that  he  places  us  in  a  false  position,  and  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  would  if  it  were  in  my 
power;  that  is,  if  I  could  do  sa  without  violating 
my  duty  to  those  whom  I  repc^sent,  I  would 
accede  to  the  request  made  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  But  I  am  no'  at  liberty 
to  do  it;  I  feel  myself  under  the  fullest  obligations 
to  UTse  this  subject  upon  every  suitable  occasion. 
But  if  we  take  the  argument  submitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  that  submitted  by 
the  Senator  fVom  Massachusetts,  and  compare 
them  witli  each  other,  1  think  we  shall  see  that 
they  are  a  most  singular  and  astonishing  fallacy. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  says  that 
thin  [^position,  of  which  he  claims  to  be  the 
father,  is  one  to  give  a  mere  gratuity  to  those  who 
have  fought  the  battles  of  the  country.  Why, 
sir,  that  gratuity  was  given  in  the  bill  which -this 
proposes  to  explain;  and  that  erratuity,  it  turns 
out,  was  a  gratuity  which  the  old  soldiers  do  not 
want.  'It  provides  for  a  class  of  people  who  have 
fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  and  now  it 
turns  out  that  they  do  not  want  the  grant;  and 
then  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  makes  a  great 
merit  of  it,  that  when  h6  has  given  what  they  do 
not  want,  he  provides  a  way  by  which  those  who 
wish  to  speculate  in  the  land  can  obtain  it  at  one 
half  or  one  third  of  its  real  value.  That  is  the 
argument.  A  gratuity  is  given,  and  when  it  turns 
out  that  it  is  a  failure,  the  actual  settler  must  be 
injured  in  order  that  the  speculator  mav  be  bene- 
fited. And  there  is  so  much  merit  in  tnat,  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
that  it  must  be  held  up  before  the  Senate  as  a 
preeminent  matter  of  consideration,  and  we  must 
exclude  all  other  classes  of  mankind,  and  all  other 
classes  of  grants  of  land,  and  suffer  nothing  to  be 
interposed  between  it  and  the  consideration  of  the 
object  which  he  has  in  view.  1  believe  there  is 
more  merit  in  the  aniendment  than  in  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  Senate.  There  are  vast  numbers 
who  would  like  to  have  a  piece  of  land  on  which 
to  settle;  and  if  there  be  those  of  the  old  soldiers 
who  will  not  go  to  occupy  these  lands  which  are 
granted  to  them,  it  is  no  good  reason  why  those 
who  desire  to  have  a  home  should  not  have  one; 
it  is  no  reason  because  they  will  not  go  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  home  which  is  offered  to  them, 
that  nobody  else  shall  go.  It  is  said  that  the  old 
Boldier  does  not  need  the  land  himself.  But  what 
does  he  want?  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  pro- 
poses to  give  him,  after  he  refuses  to  take  the 
land,  what  will  be  worth  to  him  perhaps  fif\y  dol- 
lars. 'You  then  give  hi^  the  privilege- of  selling 
his  warrant  for  nfiy  dollars,  by  which  the  holder 
of  the  warrant  will  get  land  worth,  at  the  Govern- 
ment price,  |300,  and  the  Government  will  be 
wronged  out  of  $150.  The  speculator  will  be  in- 
definitely b^efit^  by  imposing  upon  the  holders 
of  warrants  in  this  way. 

Now  it  was  urged  here  yesterday  that  the  as- 
signment of  land  warrants  would  operate  bene- 
ficially to  the  actual .  settler,  and  the  Senator  from 
Louisana  [Mr. -Downs,]  asked  **if  the  settler  is 
to  buy  his  land  and  pay  for  it,  and  can  buy  it  with 
a  warrant  for  which  he  has  paid  only  a  hundred 
dollars,  will  not  that  be  reducing  the  price  of  land 
to  actual  settlers?*'  It  would  mdeea,  if  it  could 
be  done  so;  but  whatever  may  be  the  case  in  other 
States,  this  practice  has  not  obtained  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Land  warrants  are  chiefly  purchased  at  the 
agency  offices  in  New  York,  and  Philadelphia, 
and  Buffalo,  and  in  Washington  and  other  places. 
These  warrants,  when  thus  purchased,  are  sent  in 
]ar]^e  numbers  to  Milwaukie  and  other  places  in 
Wisconsin,  and  are  located.  Now  if  the  settler 
whose  preemption  is  about  to  expire,  goes  to  the 
agent  to  purchase  a  warrant  for  the  purpose  of 
securing ^is  title  to  his  land  by  payment  with  the 
warrant,  the  chances  are  a  hundred  to  one  if  the 
agent  will  sell  him  one.  Theagent  will  reply,  «*  1 
have  no  warrants  for  sale.  What  do  you  want 
with  a  warrant?"'  And  the  applicant  will  reply, 
"I  desire  to  save  my  preemption."  "Well," 
■ays  the  agent,  *«  I'll  tell  you  what  111  do:  I'll  lo- 
cate your  land  and  improvements  in  my  own 
name,  or  in  the  name  or  the  company  who  own 
the  warrants,  and  I  will  eire  you  an  instrument, 
providing  that  you  shall  hare  your  farm  clear  in 
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two  years,  provided  you  can  then  pay  me  two 
hundred  dollars  for  the  warrant,  with  twelve  per 
cent,  interest."  Well,  in  very  many  instances  the 
two  years  pass  over,  and  the  settlers  are  without  the 
ability  to  pay  according  to  their  bargain;  and  thus 
the  man  who  has  located  the  warnint  allegedly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  settler,  gets  not  only  hisland, 
but  the  benefit  of  all  the  labor  which  he  has  be- 
stowed upon  it  for  years.  That  is  the  operation 
which  the  production  of  these  land  warrants  has 
produced  in  the  Western  country;  and  it  is  not  a 
fact,  that  in  that  region  they  furnish  any  facility 
for  the  location  of  lands.  It  is  rarely  that  they  do 
otherwise  than  result  in  injury  when  they  get 
amongst  us.  It  is  true,  that  sometimes  a  solitary 
individual  from  the  West,  when  iri.New  York, 
may  purchase  a  land  warrant  for  a  littleness  than 
the  Government  price  of  the  land,  and  may,  when 
he  reaches  home,  go  and  locate  it;  but  these  cases 
are  by  no  means  common.  If,  therefore,  you 
seek  to  make  this  bill  a  facility  for  the  location  of 
lands,  you  will  fail,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the 
settler  will  not^^  lose  his  location,  but  his  im- 
provements also,  I  think,  then,  that  there  are  rea- 
sons why  Western  men  should  make  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  assignability  of  these 
warrants.  A  gratuity  to  the  soldier  is  not  the 
thing  that  is  wanted.  The  design,  indeed,  may 
be  good,  but  the  result  is  not  so.  You  give  him* 
an  assignable  warrant  which  he  sells  for  half  or 
one  thini  of  iUs  value,  and  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  hands  of  speculators.  These  speculators 
locate  the  warrants,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  by 
flattering  prospects  held  out,  frequently  possess 
themselves  of  improvements  which  are  the  result 
of  years  of  labor.  The  whole  system,  in  all  its 
operations,  is  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  those 
who  are  professedly  most  to  be  benefited;  and  as 
the  representative  of  one  of  the  Western  States,  it 
is  a  plan  which  I  cannot  support. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  When  I  was  up  before, 
I  did  not  intend  to  utter  an  expression  which 
could  elicit  debate.  I  merely  remarked  that  this 
amendment  was  to  perfect  the  system  which 
Government  had  pursued  toward  these  old  soldiers. 
I  did  not  intend  to  be  driven  into  a  discussion. 
Xime  is  valuable,  and  I  think  voting  is  better  than 
discussion.  If  I  were  to  consume  time  in  debate, 
I  think  I  could  demonstrate,  beyond  tlie  possibili- 
ty of  a  doubt,  that  the  policy  of  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin,  in  refusing  to  make  these  warrants 
assignable,  helps  the  speculator,  and  enables  him  to 
double  and  treule  his  profits,  and  make  the  whole 
out  of  the  pockets'  of  the  old  soldiers.  Those  who 
now  purcnase  these  warrants,  make  the  fact  that 
they  are  not  assignable  a  pretext  for  a  reduction 
of  the  price  to  be  paid  for  them.  I  could  demon- 
strate that  the  system  which  the  gentleman  advo- 
cates, while  it  ruins  the  old  soldier  does  not  bene- 
fit the  country,  and  operaies  in  favor  of  the  spec- 
ulator. He  is  the  speculator's  friend  on  this  floor, 
giving  him  a  profit  daily  and  hourly.  But  I  have 
Said  1  will  not  be  driven  into  a  discussion  on  this 
subject.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  disclaim 
much  that  the  gentleman  has  imputed  to  me. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  my  friend  from  Wisconsia.  What  is  his 
proposition  ?  Here  we  have  a  bill  proposing  to 
give  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  eignty,  or  forty 
acres  of  land^  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  old  sol- 
diers for  their  toil,  trouble,  and  dangers  in  the 
service  of  the  country;  and  by  the  amendment 
proposed,  we  say  to  every  foreigner  in  all  the 
world,  *•  You  may  just  step  over  into  the  Uniied 
States  and  settle  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  you  will  have  aH  the  rights  and  privileges 
with  the  old  soldiers  who  have  fought  tne  batUes 
of  the  country." 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  knew  that  would  be  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Geor^,  if  he  spoke 
at  all;  for  it  is  the  fourth  or  fifth  time  he  has  in- 
troduced it  when  he  \^aa  spoken  on  this  subject. 
But  I  wish  to  reply  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  say  to  him  that  I  am  not  the  spec- 
ulator's friend  either  in  the  operation  of  my  amend- 
ment or  in  intention. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  do  not  say  it  is  his 
intention  to  befriend  the  speculator,  but  his  argu- 
ments lead  to  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  ask  the  Senatorirom 
Kentucky  if  he  knows  of  an  office  in  an  v  city  for 
the  purchase  of  these  new  land  warrants  ?  I  know 
there  are  agencies  in  every  city  in  the  country  for 
the  purchase  of  the  warrants  giyen  to  the  soldiers 


in  the  Mexican  war;  but  the  gentleman  cso^ot 
find  an  agency  for  the  purchase  of  this  new  batch 
of  land  warrants;  there  is  too  much  risk  in  it. 
They  cannot  J)ecorae  a  circAilating  medioni  %i 
present. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  If  the  genUeman  irilf 
allow  me,  I  will  give  liiro  facts,  as  he  inquirts  for 
them. 

Mr.  WALKER.    I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  In  my  section  of  coun- 
try, 1  know  a  young  man  to  have  been  employed 
to  go  out  and  locate  these  war^nts.  He  rQsikes 
his  contracts  in  this  manner:  **  Xou  give  me  so 
much  for  my  trouble  in  visiting  the  States  where 
the  public  lands  are  to  be  found,  and  locating  your 
warrants" — making  a  handsome  profit  upon  that 
— **  and  then  I  will  pay  you  so  much,  if  you  wiU 
convey  your  claim  to  me  when  the  patent  is  ob- 
tained." That  is  the  way  in  which  the  bargain 
is  made,  and  the  sum  which  is  received  by  the  ori- 
ginal holder  of  the  warrant  is  not  half  of  what  hm 
will  get  if  you  will  pake  the  warrants  asaigaable 
at  once. 

Mr.  WALKER.    That  is  the  case  given  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  of  a  young  man  who  con- 
tracted to  locate  these  land  warrants,  and  with 
the  prqspect  of  securing  a  title  to  the  laind.    That 
is  very  indefinite.    I  do  not  know  what  he  is  D» 
get,  neither  what  he  is  to  receive  for  his  compen- 
sation, nor  what  he  is  to  pay  for  tlie  land.    But  I 
will  make  this  assertion,  that  if  you  make  these 
land  warrants  assignable,  without adixing  to  them 
a  given  cash  value,  they  will  comedown  loa pries 
which  will  be  merely  nominal.    Sir,  I  know  of 
agencies  established,  not  to  purchase-  these  war- 
rants, but  to  locate  them  in  the  best  places  for  the 
benefit  of  the  large  holders.    There  is  an  agent  10 
the  city  in  which  I  live  who  will  agree  to  locate  a 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  ten,  and  eighty  or 
forty  acres  for  five  dolhurs,  and  who  will  guaranty 
its  quality.     And,  sir,  if  any  land  is  worth  ^1  2S 
an  acre  to  the  General  Government,  that  land  10^ 
woi-th  that  much  to  the  proprietor  when  the  war^ 
rant  is  located.    I  am  quite  aware  that  in  nfialhr 
instances  land  warrants  have  brought  their  faO 
value;  but  if  you  make  all  this  new  batch  assign* 
able,  there  will*  be  so  much  competition  that  ths 
price  will  come  down  to  a  mere  fraction  of  what 
It  ought  to  be,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Mexican 
lands.    If  the  soldiers,  in  whose  favor  these  land 
warrants  were,  issued,  wotdd  employ  men  who 
would  honestly  discharge  the  duty  of  locating  the 
warrants,  they  would  obtain    the  full  value  of 
them,  and  yre  should  hear  nothing  more  of  the 
clamor  about  this  gratuity  of  the  Government  to 
the  soldiers  having  gone  into  the  hands  of  others 
than  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  exclusively 
designed.     I  know  an  instance  in  this  city  of  a 
man  who  had  two  warrants  which  he  offered  for 
$210,  and  the  man  to  whom  they  were  offered  re- 
Uised  to  take  them  at  the  price;  but  he  located 
them  for  the  individual,  and  since  that  time  hehss 
sold  this  land — the  whole  of  the  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres — for  |4  an  acre,  thus  reaKztng  |I,26Q 
for  what,  a  short  time  before,  he  had  ofleml  for 
$310.    Now,  that  is  an  instance  that  I  kqow  of^ 
and  yet  it  is  urged  by  those  who  are  interested  in 
speculating  in  these  warrants^  that  they  cannot  bs 
made  available  to  the  holders  at  this  time.    That 
is  an  argument  which  has  been  urged  out  of  doors, 
and  Senators  are  made  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
way  of  benefiting  the  soldier  but  by  making  ths 
warrants  assignable.    It  is,  however,  a  false  ar* 
gument— one  wliich  is  made  to  bear  upon  those 
who  control  the  newspaper  press,  and  is  reechoed 
here  by  Senators  who  00  not,  I  admit,  intend  to 
reflect  the  interests  of  men  engaged  in  these  spec- 
ulations,  but  who  do  it  completely  in  eSe€t.    That 
is,  however,  the  effect;  ana  I  repeat  that  it  is  an 
argument  which  is  unsound  and  false,  to  say  that 
the  warrants  cannot  be  made  to  benefit  the  holder 
to  the  full  extent,  if  they  would  take  the  proper 
means  to  avail  themselves  of  such  benefit.    I  viU 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  holders  of  the  warrants 
will  locate  them  for  themselves,  or  will  employ 

C roper  persons  to  do  it  for  them,  the  lands  will 
e  wortn  double  the  price  which  they  will  get  for 
them  if  they  are  made  assignable.  My  opposi- 
tion, then,  to  the  assignability  of  land  warrants  is 
friendly  to  the  holders. 

It  is  not  because  f  am  inimical  to  the  interest  of 
the  old  soldier  that  I  oppose  this  bill;  but  1  believe 
that,  when  the  warrants  are  mads  assignable,  his 
interests  will  be  sacrificed  sooner  and  vith  mors 
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certaintf  thao  by  any  other  Bystem.  Bat  you 
jnav  say  that  is  hta  own  business:  he  is  a  freeman, 
ana  can  do  as  he  pleases  with  his  own  property. 
1  know  there  is  some  force  in  the  objection  that 
yfc  give  lai>j)s  and  then  tie  it  up  in  the  hands  of  the 
Iiolders  of  the  warrants.  But  that  you  should 
have  considered  in  the  first  placet  <^ni  not  have 
taken  a  course  to  throw  away  the  benefit  which 
you  propose  to  bestow.  Now^  when,  it  turns  out, 
according  to  this  outside  ar^ment  which  we  hear, 
that  the  soldier  does  not  want  the  land,  it  is  taken 
for  granted  that  the  only  other  manner  in  which 
you  can  benefit  him,  is  to  make  the  warrants  as- 
aignable.  It  is  not  so;  and  the  holders  of  the  war- 
nifts  will  see  that  it  is  not  so,  if  they  will  take 
into  conaideratidh  their  true  interest,  and  they  will 
locate  their  warrants  themselves  when  they  under- 
stand that  the  assignment  of  them  wul  be  of  very 
■mall  pecuniary  benefit  to  tliem. 

Mr.  PAWSlON,  I  have  been  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  the  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
conaio,  [Mr.  Walker,]  as  to  his  having  heard  the 
argument  that  I  made,  used  before  by  me.  I 
recollect  that  when  the  subject  of  the  distribution 
of  the  public  lands  was  before  us  heretofore,  the 
Senator  erected  a  platform,  and  presented  himsdf 
upon  it  in  such  a  manner  that  no  one  could  fail  to 
have  his  attention  drawn  to  it.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  understood  that  his  mode  and  manner  of 
disposing  of  the  public  lands  formed  a  sort  of 
platform  for  some  purpose  or  other,  which  I  can- 
jM>t  say  now.    If  I  were  so  unkind  or  ungenerous 

ri  to  retort  upon  him,  I  might  say,  how  oAen  have 
heard  the  same  argument  from  him,  not  only  in 
the  Senate^  but  in  other  places,  which  he  has  used 
pn  this  occasion?  But  1  have  nothing  to  say 
against  his  doing  that. ,  it  is  the  principle  advo- 
cated which  I  oppose,  and  the  manner  which  he 
assumes  to  himself  to  control  the  action  of  this 

My,  and  express  his  v4ews,  somewhat  indig- 
tly,  against  the  views  of  all  others. 
He  says  that  these  public  lands  ought  to  go— to 
vhom?  To  the  people.  What  people?  i  agree 
widi  him  that  they  should  go  to  tlie  people  of 
the  United  States;  that  they  should  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  country  upon  certain  terms;  and  when- 
ever ve  make  donations  to  them  it  should  be  ac- 
fiotdinclo  the  bill  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky, 
Qii*  UnuiwoOD,]  -giving  them  to  the  old  soldier. 
antwka,  Mr.  President,  I  see  propositions  made 
to  iaror  people  who  are  not  now  within  the  limits 
of  oor  country;  who  never  paid  a  dollar  of  tax 
BitotheTreasucy;  who  never  shouldered  a  gun 
in  defence  of  the  country,  and  to  place  them  on  a 
footing  with  the  citizens  and  soldiers  of  our  coun* 
try,  it  looks  a  little  strange  to  me  at  least.  Be- 
cause I  draw  a  distinction  between  men  who 
served  the  country  in  every  capacity,  and  men  who 
Bever  served  it  at  all,  it  is  presented  here  as  a 
•Uraoge  and  extraordinary  argument.  Shall  I  say 
to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  his  course  of 
policy  is  just  of  a  character  to  cause  the  whole 
toiiatry  to  be  settled  by  a  foreign  population  ?  His 
pian  is  to  make  a  gratuity  to  every  roan  who  will 
€PBe  from  any  section  of  the  world,  and  settle  on 
the  public  lands.  jVt  whose  expense  is  this  to  be 
^|oBe?  Who  paid  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
tide  of  the  aborigines  of  the  country  to  the  soil 
Wn  which  you  reside  ?  The  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  paid  for  it  in  and  through  taxation. 
And  who  gave  you  the  power  of  taxing  ?  The 
Ben  who  fought  the  battles  of  your  country  and 
tnalained  your  Government.  Vet  they  are  to  be 
Unregarded,  and  cannot  get  any  of  these  advan- 
tages upon  the  same  terms  as  those  who  may  have 
f>oght  against  us.  Because  I  expressed  an  opin- 
ion of  that  kind,  the  Senator  says  he  expected  to 
liear  it  again.  Why  hear  it  aj^ain  ?  Because  it  is 
fimoded  in  truth,  in  justice,  m  principle,  and  in 
patriotism.  It  is  not  advanced  as  a  mere  scheme 
tft  (^n  pubUc  applause,  or  to  throw  myself  upon 
«n  elevated  platform  by  which  to  gain  the  a]5plause 
of  parts  of  the  community.  The  plan  of  my  legis- 
lation is  to  act  upon  principles  of  equality  and  jus- 
tice; to  do  justice  to  every  section  and  10  every 
■Ma  belonging  to  the  country,  according  to  his 
■ervice.  And  because  I  express  my  opposition  to 
giving  the  public  lands,  which  my  constituents 
tHBtfld  to  pay  for,  to  men  who  never  paid  a  dot- 
llr  into  the  Treasury,  it  is  looked  upon  as  aome- 
tliiag  exceedingly  strange.  If  ou rs  was  a  Govem- 
ynt  not  aubjeot  to  the  j^rinciple  of  the  elective 
wchis«t  if  *^  VA*  governed  diiferently,  it  might 
Wtea. 
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From  our  local  positions,  and  from  other  cir- 
cumstances, we  are  led  to  adopt  certain  views,  and 
become  attaohed  to  them.  1  do  not  blame  the 
SeiuAor  from  Wisconsin  for  holding  his  views. 
But  the  lands  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  have 
been  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  have  gone  into 
the  Treasur]^ ;  and  now  because  there  are  lands 
in  other  sections  of  the  country,  the  people  who 
go  there  are  not  to  be  subjected  to  the  same  pro- 
ceeding, and  are  not  to  pay  the  same  money  into 
the  Treasury  oa  others  did.  There  is  a  want  of 
justice,  of  equity,  and  ecmalitv,  in  that.  There  is 
no  principle  about  it  at  all.  Why  should  we  pass 
a  law  here  to  seduce  our  people  to  leave  the  old 
States  and  settle  in  the  limits  of  other  States  ? 
At  whose  expense  will  you  be  doing  this  ?  The 
States  of  Georgia  and  Kentucky  are  called  upon 
to  vote  for  a  measure  which  will  induce  their  pop- 
ulation to  go  oflf  and  settle  elsewhere,  because  by 
it  property  in  other  States  will  be  given  to 
them.  Is  It  wise  and  politic — is  it  to  be  expected 
that  the  old  States  will  give  their  support  to  a 
measure  which  will  lead  their  population  to  leaive 
them,  and  thereby  diminish  their  own  strength? 
The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  in  a  moment 
see  the  impropriety  of  it.  How  is  this  to  be 
done?  Not  by  the  money  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment merely,  for  it  is  the  money  of  the  people. 
And  if  the  money  of  the  people,  which  is  now  in 
the  Treasury,  6r  which  has  ^one  into  the  public 
lands  under  your  control,  is  to  be  divided ^  to 
whom  should  it  go?  To  the  people  who  paid  and 
fought  for  the  lai^,  and  not  to  those  who  never  gave 
a  dollar  or  an  hour  of  service  to  the  Government. 
The  principle  advocated  by  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin'would  give  the  lahus  to  those  who  never 
advanced  a  dollar  to  the  country;  while  mine  is  to 
give  them  to  men  who  fought  our  battles  and  paid 
taxes  into  the  Treasury. 

I  was  not  desirous  of  going  into  this  matter. 
Whenever  the  time  will  come  to  rally  for  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  Qf  this  country,  native  and 
adopted,  against  this  plan  of  giving  land  away, 
or  any  other  analogous  to  it,  you  will  find  that 
the  people  will  rally  for'  them.  It  is  right  that 
they  should  do  so;  fhnd  because  I  reftrrra  to  it, 
I  am  held  up  'here  as  repeating  an  argument. 
No  better  argument  can  be  made.  When  I  sug- 
gested the  condensed  argument,  it  was  because  a 
mere  repetition  of  it  supplies  the  whole  argument, 
and  there  was  no  necessity  of  going  into  an  ex- 
tension <ff  it.  Every  man  comprehends  it.  I 
would  not  have  made  a  reply  to  the  Senator,  but 
for  what  I  consider  an  unkind  and  unnecessary 
remark,  that  he  expected  the  argument  from  the 
Senator  from  Geoi^a,  for -he  had  heard  it  from 
him  the  fourth  or  fifth  time.  I  have  seen  my 
friend  more  than  four  or  five  times  standing  upon 
the  platform  which  he  erected  two  years  ago;  and 
when  he  stood  up  so  hi|:h,  because  I  paid  my  re^ 
spects  to  him,  he  ought  to  have  felt  grateful,  in- 
stead of  being  excitM,  at  what  1  said.  These  are 
mv  views  ^ 

Mr.  WALKER.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  CLEMENS'.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  believe  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  has  spoken 
on  this  subject  more  times  than  the  rules  allow, 
and  1  have  the  preference  for  the  floor. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  give  way  with  great 
cheerfulness. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  cannot  be  re- 
ceived while  this  question  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  As  I  think  it  important  that 
we  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business,  I  moYe  to  postpone  this  subject 
until  we  have  more  time  to  near  speeches  upon  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Senators,  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  hope  no  one  will  suppose 
that  I  am  going  into  an  extended  argument 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  make  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  do  not  make  any  motion, 
as  there  seems  to  be  a  desire  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion. But  I  want  to  ^t  into  Executive  session! 
I  will  not  dffess  ray  pomt  of  order. 

Mr.  WALKEfl.  1  will  detain  the  Senate  only 
while  I  make  a^single  observation,  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Georgia.  When  I  said  that  I  ex- 
pected to  hear  the  argument  from  the  Senator,  if 
ne  said  anything,  I  spoke  entirely  of  his  reference 
tQ  the  Ibreign  population  who  might  be  embraced 


in  this  bin.  It  was  the  Native  American  tendency 
of  the  argument  to  which  I  intended  to  make  a 
reply.  I  said  that  I  expected,  if  I  heard  anything 
from  jiim  upon  that  brandi  of  the  amendment,  that 
it  would  be  just  what  he  had  said.  Upon  a  pre- 
vious occasion  I  offered  a  proposition  in  the  Sen- 
ate, to  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  land  war- 
rants, which  amendment  proposed  to  give  to  those 
who  had  declared  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens, the  rights  and  benefits  resulting  from  it;  and 
then  the  Senator  objected  to  this  feature  of  my 
proposition.  He  objects  to  it  again.  But  now, 
will  not  (he  Senator  allow  me  to  pay  him  a  com- 
pliment? It  was  that  very  argument  that  he  thus 
made,  objecting  to  that  feature  in  my  amendment, 
and  a  similar  argument  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  that  induced  me  to  make  the  change 
which  is  made  in  the  proposition  which  I  hove 
brought  before  the  Senate — to  require  citizenship 
before  an  entry  should  be  permitted.  I  intended 
to  compliment  the  views  of  the  Senators  from 
Georgia  and  Kentucky,  by  the  change  which  I 
have  made  in  the  proposition  since  I  offered  it 
upon  a  previous  occasion.  The  Senator  will  per- 
ceive that  naturalization  must  be  perfected  before 
the  entry  is  permitted,  according  to  the  amendment. 

I  bnve  no  disposition  to  keep  ofl^  this  vote.  I 
know  that  the  joint  resolution  will  be  adopted,  but 
I  still  wish  to  discharge  my  duty.  It  is  what 
every  Senator  desires  to  do  when  lie  knows  that 
his  constituents  feel  anxious  that  he  should  make 
head  against  it  if  possible, and  when  he  feels  a  re- 
ciprocal interest  and  anxiety  to  discharge  faith- 
fully his  duty  and  meet  the  wishes  of  his  constitu- 
ents. I.  hope  I  have  done  nothing  more.  I  do  not 
wish  to  force  my  peculiar  views  upon  the  Senate. 
I  wish  not  to  tire  the  patience  of  any.  I  wish  not 
to  be  ofiTensive.  If  you  wish  to  pass  the  measure, 
pass  it.  I  can  see  the  evil  consequences  which 
will  result  from  it.  My  constituents  see  them, 
and  they  wish  me  to  resist  the  measure  to  the 
last.  They  wish  me  to  resist  this  last  measure  of 
oppression  to  them  in  their  young  settlements. 
I  do  believe  it  will  result  in  that.  Take  your  vote 
and  pass  it;  and  if  the  consequences  to  the  West- 
em  States -which  I  have  prophesied  and  pointed 
out  do  result,  and  if  hereafter  Western  members 
see  that  I  did  point  them  out,  let  them  thank 
themselves  atid  bear  in  mind  that  I  warned  them 
upon  the  prAent  occasion.  * 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — ^yeas 
8,  nays  35;  as  follows: 

TEAS — Measrs.  Dndge  of  Wi»eAn»in,  Douglaa,  Gwin, 
Seward,  Sniini«r,  Wadfi,  Walker,  and  Whitcnnili — 8. 

fiAY8—Me»n».  Atchison,  Badger.  Bayard.  Bdl,  Ber- 
rien, Borland.  Bradbury,  Bright,  Brodhrad.  Clarke,  Clem- 
ent, DaviH,  Daivflon,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Felch,  Foot,  Geyer, 
Hamlin,  Hoonton,  Hunter,  Jonot  of  Iowa,  Jone«  of  Ten- 
nesnee,  King,  McRae,  Mallory,  Mangum,  Miller.  Norris, 
Runk,  Sebastian,  Smith,  Spruance,  Stockton,  Underwood, 
and  Upliain— 35. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  have  another  amendment, 
which  1  shall  offer  as  a  proviso  to  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  not  more  than  two  land  warrants  of  the 
denomiimtion  of  one  hundriMl  and  nxty  acres  each,  or  the 
equivalent  tliercof  in  warrants  of  a  less  denomination,  sb&ll 
be  located  by  or  in  tlie  name  of  the  same  individual  upon 
any  of  the  public  lands. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  will  have  completed  my 
duty  when  I  ehall  have  offered  the  following  as 
a  proviso  to  the  first  s^ection  of  the  amendment: 

ProHdedf  That  no  buid  warrant  shall  be  located  within 
six  mile^  of  any  propoped  railroad  line  or  route,  unlesa 
such  locatien  be  intended  for  purposes  of  actual  settlement, 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  oatO  of  the  party  proposing  tt>  make 
the  location. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  QEYER.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
wish  to  offer  to  the  first  section  of  the  amendment; 
It  is  to  insert  after  the  words  **  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  asaij^nable,"  the  words  *'  by  deed  or 
instrument  of  writing  made  and  executed  after  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act."  I  will  explain  in  a  few 
words  the  object  of  it.  It  is  to  prevent  past  as- 
^stgnments,  that  are  prohibited  by  law,  from  being 
set  up  in  any  form.  There  are  many  instances  in 
whicn  assignments  hare  been  made  by  individuals 
"holding  these  warrants,  and  of  course  they  have 
been  subject  to  huge  dVluctions  on  account  of  the 
risk.    The  design  of  this  amendment  it  twofold: 
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CO  afford  ftn  opportunity  to  those  individuals  to 
rei^xamine  the  suMect  brfore  they  make  a  new  as- 
signment, before  they  transfer  their  warrants;  and 
also  to  prevent  parties  seuing  up  a  prohibited  as- 
signment. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  first  section  aft  pro- 
{>osed  to  be  amended  will  read — 

"  That  all  warrants  for  rnllitaiy  bounty  lan^  wbicti^have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  uwaed  ander  any  law  of  the 
Uoiied  Statee,  and  all  valid  locatioos  of  the  same  which 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  aMifaabte  6y  deed  or  instrument  of  writing  made  and 
executed  after  the  taking  effect  of  tU»  aa^  according  to 
•uch  fonn,'^  Aus. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Perhaps  it  is  due  to  the 
committee  to  say  that,  in  their  deubemtions  on  this 
subject,  nothing  occurred  which  w.ould  sanction 
the  idea  that  we  intended  ta  ratify  past  assignments 
and  contracts  in  reference  to  these  warrants,  made 
in^iolation  of  theiaw.  I  suppose  that  the  object 
of  my  friend  from  Missouri  is  to  prevent  any  such 
inference  from  being  drawn,  and  to  make  it  positive 
thai  those  contracts  which  were  illegally  made  be- 
fore, can  only  be  legalized  by  an  instrument  of 
writing  made  afler  the  taking  effect  of  this  law.  I 
have  no  objection  to  that;  I  suppose  no'  member  of 
the  committee  will  object  to  it.  It  was  not  the  in- 
tention either  of  any  member  of  the  committee'or 
myself  to  ratify  any  such  illegal  warrants. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment.  I  think  it  a  very  good 
one;  but  1  have  some  doubts  whether  perhaps  a 
different  construction  might  not  be  put  upon  it. 
Could  it  n<^  be  more  simply  expressed?  I  sup- 
pose the  Senator  means  by  his  amendment  trans- 
fers made  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  the  public 
officers  might  understand  it  differently.  Some 
States  may  ffive  a  different  interpretation  to  the 
words  "deed  or  act." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  word  "act"  is  not 
used.    It  is  "instrument  of  writinff." 

Mr.  GEYER.  The  words  which  follow  in  the 
bill  explain  it.  The  deed  or  instrument  of  writing 
is  to  be  made  ^'according  to  such  form,  and  pur- 
suant to  such  regulations,  as  may  be  prescribea  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    That  shows  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  have  an  amendment 
l^hich  I  wish  to  offer  to  the  amendni%nt.  It  is  to 
insert  in  the  4th  section,  after  the  words  "of  any 
State,"  the  words  *»or  Territory,"  so  that  the  sec- 
tion may  read:  "That  in  all  caseswhere  the  militia 
or  voiunteers  or  State  troops  of  an^  State  or  Ter- 
ritory were  called  into  military  service,  and  whose 
services  have  been  paid  for  by  the  United  States," 
&c.,  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  an  amendment  to  propose 
as  an  additional  section: 

Sbc.  — .  Jlud  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  every  actual 
•ettler.  being  an  American  citizen  or  having  filed  a  declara- 
tion of  Intention  to  become  such,  whether  the  warrantee  or 
assignee  of  a  military  bounty  land  warrant,  shall  be  allowed 
to  locate  Uie  same  upon  any  public  land  inhabited  and  im- 
proved by  such  settler  (provided  the  same  be  not  mineral 
land)  not  exceeding  in  quantity  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  whether  such  land  be  subject  to  private  eutrv  or  not. 
opou  making  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  rt^ter  and 
rectivctf  of  actual  inhabitancy  and  cultivation  of  the  tract 
or  tracts  Uius  sought  to  be  entered :  Provided,  That  such 
location!)  sbaH  not  be  permiUed  upon  any  land  the  price  of 
which  exceeds  $1  25  per  acre,  unless  the  difference  in  cash 
be  first  paid. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  win  briefly  give  the  reasons 
why  I  think  this  additional  section  should  be  in- 
corporated in  the  bill.  There  are  a  great  many 
persons  in  the  State  which  I  represent  entitled  to 
Dounty  land  warrants  who  could  not  claim  a  pre- 
emption on  the  lands  upon  which  they  are  Uvmg, 
because  they  have  left  their  farms  in  the  States 
from  which  they  emigrated.  These  parties  cannot 
use  these  warrants.  They  are  now  settlers  there  on 
the  public  lands.  They  cannot  claim  the  privi- 
leges of  preemption  because  the  law  limits  and  ex- 
dudes  certain  persons,  and  they  are  of  that  class. 
But  they  are  the  parties  to  whom  these  warrants 
are  to  )>e  iffsued.  All  I  wish  is,  that  they  mav  be 
permitted  to  locate  them  on  the  lands  upon  wnich 
they  have  settled.  There  is  another  important 
matter  which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  in 
this  bill,  and  it  ia  this:  In  extending  the  location 
of  these  bounty  land  warrants  the  mineral  lands 
of  California  have  not  b#en  excluded.  They 
should  be  excluded  from  location  in  express  terms 


J  in  this  bill.  There  should  be  a  clause  in  it  by  which 
;  none  of  its  provisions  should  be  extended  to  the 
mineral  lanas  of  California.  At  present  there  is 
no  guard  of  that  kind  in  the  bill,  and  is  ai^addi- 
tional  reason  why  my  amendrnsnt  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  really  think  that  there 
is  no  necessity  for  the  amendment  of  my  friend 
'  from  California.  The  original  b^  nor  the  prior  le^is- 
'  lation  upon  the  subject  does  not  open  any  poruon 
of  the  hinds  in  California  to  these  land  warrants.* 
The  public  lands  in  California  have  not  yet  been 
opened  by  any  legislation  of  Congress  so  far  as 
I  know.  .     ' 

Mr.  GWIN.  Oh,  yes !  There  is  a  Surveyor 
General  for  California,  and  the  lands  are  beinj^ 
surveyed,  and  are  open  to  preemption  claims. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  may  be;  but  the 
public  hinds  in  California  have  not  yet  been  brought 
into  market  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  No  sales  have  yet  been  made. 
Steps  have  been  taken,  I  know,  to  have  the  public 
lands  in  California  surveyed,  but  none  of^  these 
warrants  can  be  located  on  lands  unless  they  are 
subject  to^ entry  by  private  individuals;  and  they 
cannot  be  subject  to  entry  by  private  individuals 
until  they  have  been  offered  for  sale  in  the  market, 
under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. '  That  is  the  operation  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stands.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  use  of 
these  land  warrants  in  securing  the  home  of  the  set- 
tler, we  made  provision  for  that  by  an  amendment 
which  we  adopted  when  the  bill  was  up  yesterda^r. 
It  does,  therefore,  seem  to  me,  that  tne  amend- 
ment of  my  friend  from  California  caimot  have 
a  beneficial,  but  must  have  an  injurious  effect. 
I  hope  it  wUl  not  be  adopted.  It  is  merely  pro- 
viding for  that  which  is  already  provided  for. 
If  the  Senator  intends  to  enlarge  the  use  of  land 
warrants  for  settlers,  so  as  to  allow  the  settlers 
who  have  them  to  enter  on  the  public  lands,  and 
locate  them  before  the  lands  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  under  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  think  it  would  be  a  bad  policy 
to  adopt  any  such  provision.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  on  reflection,  my  friend  from  (California  will 
see  the  propriety  of  not  pressing  his  amendment. 
Mr.  GrWIN.  In  reply  to  what  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  stated,  I  will  say  that  these 
lands  are  now  being  surveyed,  and  unless  we  legis- 
late on  this  subject  during  this  session  of  Coneress, 
before  the  next  they  may  be  offered  for  sue,  or 
open  to  entries  under  the  preiimption  laws;  and 
therefore  the  very  same  process  that  exists  in 
other  States  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  will  be 
in  operation  the^.  Whenever  the  public  lands  in 
California  are  surveyed,  a  settler  can  claim  a  pre- 
emption right  in  that  State,  under  existing  laws; 
ana  if  a  settler  on  the  pubhc  landtf ,  there  or  else- 
where, has  served  in  tne  War,  and  is^entitled  to  a 
boimty  land  warrant,  I  propose  that  he  shall  have 
the  privileee  of  locating  his  warrant  on  the  land 
upon  which  he  lives,  whether  he  is  or  is  not  enti- 
tled to  a  pre&nption.  That  is  the  whole  point  of 
the  case. 

There  is,  however,  another  provision  in  my 
amendment  which  I  think  a  veiy  important  one, 
and  that  is,  that  none  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Cali- 
fornia shall  be  subjected. to  the  provisions  of  this 
law.  I  consider  that  as  of  the  very  highest  im- 
portance. The  public  lands  in  that  State  are  being 
surveyed,  and  fhave  no  doubt  will  be  speedily 
offered  at  public  sale,  because  the  wants  of  that 
country  require  that  they  should  be  soon  disposed 
of.  Ilence  I  think  that  this  is  of  very  great  im- 
portance, for  before  we  can  pass  another  uiw  upon 
this  subject,  these  lands  may  be  brought  mto 
market.  All  that  I  wish  is,  that  every  individual 
who  has  a  bounty  land  warrant  in  his  own  right, 
now  liviiig  on  and  cultivating  the  public  lands  in 
California,  or  any  other  State,  when  those  lands 
shall  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  market,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  locating  his  warrant,  instead 
of  j^oing  to  somebody  else  to  sell  it.  Many  of  the 
citizens  of  California,  emigrating  fh>m  other  States, 
have  left  a  quantity  of  land  undisposed  of,  that 
excludes  them  from  the  advantages  of  the  pre- 
emption laws,  and  these  individimls  y^  be  forced 
f  to  sell  their  warrants,  although  mey  are  now  liv- 
I  ing  on  the  public  lands.  I  wish  that  every  person 
I  in  California,  to  whom  a  warrant  is  issued,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  locating  it  on  the  land  on 
which  he  resides. 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD.     I  would  say  to  my 


friend  6rom  California,  that  he  proposes  the  intro* 
duction  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  of  a  very  in), 
portant  matter,  whith  has  not  been  deliberate 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  it 
strikes  me  that  it  will  lead  to  conseqatences  which 
we  are  not  perhaps  prepared  to  meet.  I  am  not 
certain  that  there  is  any  law  granting  pret^mption 
rifhts  in  California. 

Af  r.  GWIN.    The  general  land  laws  have  beeo 
extended  there. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  [Mr.  Felcb]  is  much 
more  familiar  with  this  subject  than  I  am;  for,  for 
the  last  two  years  I  have  not  been  a  member  of 
that  cofkimittee,  and  I  would  defer  to  his  superior 
information  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  an^^Jaw  in  force  in  reference  to  the  public 
lands  in  California  which  grants  prei^mption  rights 
there,  or  states  how  much  land  the  settler  can 
have.  I  recollect  very  well  that  provisions  have 
been  made  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Ore^n,  but  I  have  no  recollection 
now  of  any  specific  legislation  which  embraces 
the  public  lands  in  California;  and  I  doubt  whether 
the  public  laws  in  reference  to  the  preemptive 
rights  in  force  in  the  rest  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  acquisition  of  that  territory  will  apply, 
unless  they  have  bee>i  expressly  extended  there. 
These  matters  are  sprung  upon  me  just  upon  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  without  having  any  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  statutes,  without  any  Op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  whether  my  ideas  upon 
the  subject  are  right  or  wrong.  I  am  not  prepare 
to  adopt  any  amendment  of  this  kind  in  such  a 
hurry,  without  its  having  gone  through  an  inves- 
tigation by  the  Committee  on  Pubhc  Lands.  I 
wouM  like  to  hear  from  the  chairman  of  that  com^ 
mittee  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  GWIN.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress 
a  claucje  was  inserted  in  one  of  the  appropriatip^ 
bills  extending  the  land  laws  to  CaTtromia,  pro- 
viding for  the  appointmei^t  of  a  surveyor  general, 
and  making  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  aur- 
vejing  the  public  lands  in  that  State.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Pubhc  Lands  had  reported  a  land  bill 
for  California,  which  jvas  elaborately  prepand, 
and  debated  in  the  Senate;  but  owing  to  the  dis- 

gjassion  which  arose  upon  the  river  and  harbor 
ill  it  was  not  acted  on.    In  order  that  the  State 
which  I  represent  should  have  the   benefit   of 
the  land  laws,  and    for   the  purpose  of  com- 
mencing the   surveys  of  the  public  lands,  an 
amendment  was  made  to  an  appropriation  bill  of 
the  character  I  have  described.    Under  it  a  sur- 
ve3ror  general  has  been  appointed,  and  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  estimated  for  a 
large  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  survey  of 
the  public  lands  in  Caliromia — an  appropriation 
of  some  three  hundred  thousand  douars.    The 
preihnption  law,  as  well  as  the  ^neral  land  laws, 
nas  been  extended  to  California,  as  well  as  to 
other  States  where  the  lands  are  surveyed  and 
brought  into  market,  as  the  lands  in  CaUfomia 
will  very  soon  be.    But  here  is  the  point  in  this 
case:  There  are  persons  in  that  State  who,  tech- 
nically, are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  gen- 
eral preemption  law,  because  they  have  emigrated 
without  having  disposed  of  the  lands  they  lived 
on.    They  are  entitled  to  bounty  land  warrants 
as  soldiei?  in  the  Mexican  war,  out  cannot  locate 
their  warrants  on  the  lands  upon  which  they  now 
reside.    I  simply  wish  that  they  shall  have  the 
privil^e,  if  tliey  are  actual  settlers  and  cultiva- 
tors, of  locating  their  own  warrants  to^  include 
their  present  homes  and  improvements — provided 
those  locations  shall  not  oe  made  on   mineral 
lands.    That  is  the  whole  case. 

Mr.  FELCH.  It  is  perfectly  manifest  that  this 
provision  cannot  be  adopted  and  carried  out  with- 
out breaking  in  upon  the  whole  system  of  the 
GK>vemment  with  regard  to  the  public  lands.  The 
lemds  in  Cahfornia  are  not  yet  in  the  market;  and 
although  an  appropriation  was  made  for  a  sur- 
veyor to  commence  the  surveys  there,  vet  the  sys- 
tem, as  a  system,  is  not  to  be  extend ea  in  its  prac- 
tical operation  to  that  portion  of  the  country. 
The  provision  of  law,  under  which  the  Surveyor 
General  of  California  was  appointed,  makes  an 
appropriation  for  the  surveys  in  the  ordbary 
^manner,  and  under  the  j^eneral  law  of  the  United 
States;  but  there  is  not  one  acre  of  land  in  Cali> 
fomia  which  can  be  purchased  by  anybody  for 
money  or  in  any  way.    There  can  be  no  piu> 
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chasers  of  land  thtr^,  and  no  entries  of  land,  by 
land  warrants  or  anytliing  else,  unlesa  there  be 
established  land  offices.  There  is  neither  land 
office  nor  land  district  in  that  portion  of'  the 
country. 

Further  provision  of  this  kind,  therefore,  at  the 
pr^ent  time,  is  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  state 
of  the  case.  It  does  not  appear,  as  yet,  what 
may  be  done  in  regard  to  the  lands  in  that  coun- 
try. What  we  hare  hitherto  done  is  this:  We 
have  proTided  for  settling  claims  of  all  Spanish 
and  Mexican  settlers,  who  claim  by  virtue  of 
grants  from  Spanish  or  Mexican  governments. 
We  have  done  nothing  more.  There  was  a  bill 
before  the  Senate,  to  which  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fbmia  has  referred,  extending  the  general  system 
of  the  land  laws  to  X^ahfomia,  eina  granting  cer- 
tain preemption  rights  and  donation  rights;  but 
the  btil  did  not  become  a  law.  We  ))ave,  there- 
Han,  scarcely  started  upon  the  system  of  disposing 
qf  the  public  lands  in  that  country.  All  we  have 
done  is  to  send  a  surveyor  there,  who  may  or 
may  not  have  commenced  the  surveys.  I  am  not 
informed  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  GWlN.    He  has  commenced  the  surveys. 

Mr.  FELCH.  If  this  provision  should  be 
adopted,  it  will  be  impossible,  under  tlie  bill,  to 
commence  proceedings  in  favor  of  any  one  man 
having  a  warrant  there.  He  cannot  locate  it  there, 
as  there  is  no  land  office  where  he  can  locate  it. 
There  is  no  authority  to  allow  him  to  locate.  That 
is  the  state  oC.the  case  at  the  present  time. 

Preemption  rights  cannot,  of  course,  apply  to 
Adifomia,  because  the  preemption  right  afiplies 
oidv  to  cases  where  the  lands  have  been  surveyed 
ana  are  ready  to  be  brought  into  mcu'ket.  For- 
merly those  rights  did  not  attach  until  the  land  was 
oflbed  for  sale.  A  more  liberal  law  now  prevails; 
and  after  the  surveys  are  made  with  a  view  to  sale, 
vjUiin  the  land  districts  where  purchases  can  be 
nne,  there  preemption  rights  may  accrue.  But 
•ettlers  who  nave  gone  on  the  public  lands  in  Cal- 
ifornia, even  if  they  have  land  warrants,' are  pre- 
didyin  the  same  condition  as  men  who  have 
moaey  in  their  pockets.  Neither  of  them  can  take 
up  hadt  there.    They  stand  precisely  on  the  same 

t^dsM  we  are  disposed  to  so  beyond  the  prin- 
cqife<  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  it  does 
Dotaeattto  me  that  this  provision  could  be  of  any 
pract^  effect,  even  if  incorporated  into  the  bill. 
Certainly  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  wise,  at  the 
present  time,  to  Adopt  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  From  the  statement  which  has 
jtutbeen  made  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  it 
Uftrfectly  evident  that  this  bill  is  to  have  no 
beuioff  at  all  in  California.  That  Slate  is  to  be 
eotireiy  excluded  from  its  operations.  I  am  as- 
tonodied  that  when  we  are  legislating  upon  so  im- 
portant a  question  as  this,  that  there  is  no  provis- 
ion in  this  bill  applicable  to  such  a  vast  amount 
of  lands  as  there  is  contained  in  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia. We  all  know  tliat  registers  and  receivers 
v3l  Very  soon  be  appointed  for  that  country;  and 
then  the  general  law  of  preiimption  will  certainly 
he  m  operation.  All  I  wish  is,  that  the  land  laws 
may  be  extended,  in  everyjparticular,  to  the  people 
of  California  as  tiiey  arc  to  other  sections  of  the 
ITnion.  If  we  adopt  this  amendment  now,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  again 
#hen  the  California  land  bill  comes  up  for  consid- 
oation.  I  am  opposed  to  the. passage  of  this  or 
inolher  law  that  will  have  to  be  altered  hereafter, 
and  adapted  to  laws  to  be  enacted  for.  California; 
for  I  know  ihe  difficulty  of  getting  any  special  le- 

g  ginhitida  for  that  State.  I  Whih  this  to  be  a  gen-^ 
eral  law,  and  when  we  do  adopt  a  land  system  for 
Cafifbrnia,  and  carry  it  out  by  the  appointment  of 
proper  officers,  the  citizens  0/  that  State  will  have 
the  saime  rights  as  the  citizens  of  other  States  un- 
der the  same  land  laws.  It  is  evident  that  in  a 
short  time  we  shall  extend  the  land  system  into 
California,  and  appoint  registers  and   receivers. 

*  Then  why  not  have  a  provision  in  this  law  giving 
to  the  citizens  of  that  State,  the  same  rights  which 
citizeiis  of  ojher  States  are  to  have  ? 

li(r.  FELCH.  It  is  not  California  alone  to 
whtetf  the  principle  applies  which  the  Senator 
states.  It  applies  to  Oregon,  where  we  have  sold 
noUndt;  it  applies  to  New  Mexico;  it  applies  to 
vt^^  It  applies  to  most  of  the  new  States;  it  ap- 
V0»  to  t  pQulibn  of  my  own  State ;  it  applies  to  all 
^|^8niat]reye<l  lands.  It  has  never  been  the  policy 
<f  In#0bte3n^ent  \o  induce  personjs  tQ  come  and 


settle  on  the  land  before  it  is  ready  to  be  brought 
into  the  market  under  any  circumstances.  We 
throw  into  the  market  every  year  a  much  larger 
amowit  of  the  public  lands  than  is  demanded  for 
the  ordinary  sales  of  the  year. 

As  I  remarked  before,  formerly  we  restricted 
preemption  rights  to  a  very  small  portion  of  terri- 
tory. Now,  we  have  extended  them;  and  a  per- 
son may  go  to  any  portion  of  the  public  lands 
where  surveys  have  been  made  and  acquire  a  pre- 
emption right.  This  proposition  is  to  allow  per- 
sons not  only  to^o  on  the  lands  after  the  surveys 
are  made,  and  the  boundaries  are  understood, and 
the  monuments  affixed,  and  the  locations  are  de- 
fined, so  that  a  man  can  know  on  what  land  h^  is; 
out  it  is  proposed  to  allow  people  to  settle  on  the 
lands  and  acquire  pre-emption  rights  before  any- 
thing is  done  to  make  the  landmarks,  before  any- 
thing is  done  to  fix  the  locations.  There  is  great 
liberality  in  the  law  which  now  prevails  in  refer- 
ence to  the  granting  of  pre^piption  rights;  and  I 
heartily  concur  in  the  principle  whidi  has  been 
adopted.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  we  could 
scarcely  carry  it  further  without  doing  it  great  in- 
justice, and  at  the  same  time  making  great  confu- 
sion in  the  administration  of  the  pulnic  domain. 

Mr.  GWIN.  We  know  perfectly  well  that  in 
all  of  the  new  States  settlements  are  made  on  the 
public  lands  before  they  are  surveyed;  and  when 
the  lands  are  surveyed,  the  settlers  have  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  preemptors.  The  public  lands 
are  now  bemg  surveyed  in  California.  We  have 
asked  for  a  large  appropriation  for  their  survey. 
Surveys  in  that  country  'are  made  with  great 
rapidity  if  ample  means  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of^  the  Surveyor  General.  It  is  expected  that  in 
twelve  months  there  will  be  a  large  quantity  of 
ourpublic  lands  open  to  the  preemption  laws. 

With  regard  to  Oregon,  it  is  true  the  preiimp- 
tion  laws  have  not  been  extended  there — but 
why?  Because  you  give  the  lands  away  there. 
You  give  them  donation  privileges,  and  they  do 
not  want  preemption  rights.  In  regard  to  New 
Mexico  and  Utah,  I  know  that  the  preemption  ^ 
laws  have  not  been  extended  there.  No  Surveyor 
General  has  been  appointed  for  these  Territories. 
They  need  legislation,  and  they  need  it  badly. 
But  It  is  nry  (mty  to  endeavor  to  bring  into  active 
operation  in  Cahfornia  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
emption laws,  and  to  give  every  person  entitled 
to  a  bounty  land  warrant,  and  an  actual  settler  and 
cultivator  of  the  public  domain  other  than  mineral 
lands,  the  right  of  locating  his  warrant  on  his 
own  home.  This  is  the  only  object  I  have  in 
view. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  California,  that  when  the  land  system 
shall  be  extended  to  his  State,  this  law  will  apply 
to  that  State.  I  am  for  the  general  principle  of 
our  preemption  law.  I  understand  the  matter 
perfectly;  and  I  say  that  the  gentleman,  by  his 
amendment,  will  accomplish  nothing  whatever. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  amendment  will  accomplish 
this:  it,will  permit  an  individual  living  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  California,  aAer  the  lands  shall  nave 
been  surveyed  and  opened  to  preemption,  to  locate 
his  own  warrant  on  the  land  on  which  he  resides 
and  cultivates.  That  is  certainly  a  new  principle, 
and  a  very  important  one.  Citizens  of  every 
State  in  the  Union,  who  served  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  have  epiigrated  to  California,  and  I  want 
to  give  them  the  privilege  of  locating  their  own 
warrants  to  include  their  new  homes,  wheneverthe 
public  laixds  shall  come  into  market. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  made  in  Commi^e  of  the 
Whole  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is: 
Shall  the  amendment  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time? 

Mr.  WALKER.  On  that  question  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken  resulted — ^yeas  35,  nays  3;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Me««r8.  Bayard,  BtH,  Berrien,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Brodhead,  Clarke,  Davis,  Davr»hn,  Dodge  of 
WiscOnain,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fish,  Foot,  Oeyer,  Hale, 
Hamlia,  UalRer,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jones  of  Tea> 
nessee,  McRae,  Mallory^  Mangum,  Miller,  Norris,  Pearce, 
Sebastian,  Seward,  Shields,  SouM,  Spniance,  Stockton, 
Sumner,  and  Undepvood — 36. 

NAYS— MeMTS.  Gwin,  Wade,  and  Walker— 3. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 

On  motion,  Uie  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consid- 


eration of  Executive  business;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened, .and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

\  TuijDAT,  January  20,  185^. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
•is  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  No.  1, 
heretofore  reported  from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  the  same  was  referred,  with  an  amendment 
explanatoiy  of  the  act  of  1850  ^ran tine  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  bounty  land,-i&c.*,  Uie  pending 
question  being  on  the  motion  submiued  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ditnham,]  to  commit 
the  said  joint  resolution  andpending  amendments 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  on  which  question  the  gen-^ 
tleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Fitch]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  shpuld  like  the  House  to 
ffo  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  this  morning,  and  take  up  the  Mexican  in- 
demnity bill,  if  the  gentleman  irom  Indiana  [Mr. 
Fitch]  would  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FITCIl.  I  am  not  particular  as  to  the 
time' of  resuming  the  consideration  of  this  joint 
resolution,  but  my  object  is,  that  whenever  it  does 
come  up — and  upon  which  I  have  the  floor*-to ' 
make  my  objectiqns  to  it  known.  If  occupying 
the  morning  hour  in  the  consideration  or  that 
report  will  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  have  no  objection, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  give  way  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabanui,  [Mr.  Houston.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  state  to  the  House, 
though  I  do  not  know  it,  other  tlian  from  rufnors, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  the  House  possesses  the 
knowledge,  that  there  is  a  strong  necessity  for  actr 
ing  upon  this  bill  at  an  early  period.  I  understand 
there  is  a  communication  upon  the  Speaker's  table 
from  the  President  of  the  Ufiited  Slates^  urging 
that  we  shall  act  upon  it  speedily.  I  will,  there- 
fore, move  that  the  communication  be  first  read, 
and  then  I  ^1  propose  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

AFFAIRS  OF  UTAH. 

The  SPEAKER  (there  being  no  objection)  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  regard 
to  the  afiairs  of  Utah. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  is  not  ths 
message  referred  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Never  rnind.  Let  it  be  read, 
and  I  will  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  and 
printed. 

The  communication  was  accordingly  read  >  as 
follows: 

To  the  Howe  of  RepreaerUaHves7 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
of  Utah  since  my  recent  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  answer  to  its  resolution  re- 
questing information  m  rM^rd  to  the  affairs  of 
that  Territory.         MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washington,  IGth  January,  1852. 

To  the  Pvetident  0/  the  United  States : 

Sir  :  Amons  the  official  p^>erfl  relating  to  a/niini  in  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  as  published  in  «*TAc  2>at7y  Otofte"  of 
the  10th  instant,  is  a  letter  from  Oovemol  Brighftoi  Young 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  dated  September  29th, 
1851.    In  tliLi  letter  the  following  paragraph  occurs,  to  wit : 

"  Mr.  Harris  informed  me,  in  a  conversation  which  I  had 

*  with  him,  that  he  had  jnrivate  inttructionSj  designed  far 

*  no  eye  but  his  ot&n,  to  watch  every  movement,  mid  not  pay 
'  out  any  fUnds,  unless  the  same  shoold  be  ttrictly  legaif 

*  according  to  his  own  judgment '^ 

T  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  stateaient  contained  in  ttiis 

Faragraph,  to  the  effect  that  I  said  to  Governor  Young  that 
**  had  private  instructions,  designed  for  no  eye  but  my 
own,  to  watch  every  movement,^'  <ic.,  has  no  fooudaticMi 
in  truth,  and  is  so  very  improbable  in  itself  as  to  excite  as- 
tonishment that  Governor  Young  should  have  made  it.  I 
had  but  one  conversation  with  Governor  Young,  within  my 
recollection,  in  which  official  instructions  were  mentioned 
at  an,  and  that  conversation  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

Governor  Young  was  striving  to  induce  me,  by  argument 
and  per9uasion,  to  di^bunie  the  public  money  then  in  my 
possession,  in  payment  of  the  mileage  and  per  diemj  and 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  last  Legislature  of  the  pro- 
visional government  of  the  State  of  Deserct.  I  informed 
bim  that  I  could  not  comnly  with  his  wiiihee.  *<  But," 
said  he,  "  suppote  the  Terriloriai  Legiilature,  about  to  an* 
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semble,  •hmikl  so  Ap^mpriHte  tlM  niofimr,«iid  dlivet  you  to 
pay  it ;  you  would  ot  course  comply  ?"  I  re^cd  **  that  I 
oould  nf>{;  that  I  had  instructiom>  from  the  Treaxury  De- 
paament  to  fuide  me  as  disbuming  ajtent.  and  that  I  would 
not  be  pcrutitted  to  plead  an  act  of  the  Le^slature  in  ex- 
cuse for  the  illegal  disbursemeut  of  the  money  in  my 
bands.'* 

I  iMd  no  oAier  converj>ation  with  Go^^prnor  Yonnc  whioh 
could  poMibly  have  fuggefted  to  hit  mind  the  idea  of 
making  nuch  a  charge  against  me. 

There  are  other  iniMiatementa  in  the  letters  of  Goremor 
Tounz  and  Mr.  Bemhisel  equallv  crots  and  untrue ;  but  at 
they  do  not  relate  to  me  alone,  I  do  not  deem  it  proper  to 
ref^r  to  them  more  particularly  in  thi«  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  bighei*t  rMard.  your  moct 
obedient  servant,  B.  D.  HARRIS, 

Seeretary  of  Utah  Territory, 

Wa8hinoton»  •/aiutory  IQlky  185S. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  communi- 
cation was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 

communioatinn  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  corering  a  letter  from  the  contractors  for 

-paying  the  insudlment  of  Mexican  indemnity  due 

on  the  31st  of  May  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  communis 
cation  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  U;iton. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  before 
the  committee  is  the  annual  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  But  I  think 
that  under  the  rules  of  the  House  governing  the 
committee,  I  have  the  right  to  move  to  take  up  any 
appropriation  bill,  or  any  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  a  treaty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  the  rule. 

MBXICAN  INDEMNITY  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move,  therefore,  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  execution, 
in  further  part,  the  twelfth  article  of  die  treaty  with 
Mexico,  concluded  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

The  bill  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Be  it  enacted,  4>e.,  That  the  ram  of  $3,180,000  be,  and 
the  Mme  i«  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  anv  money  in  the 
'J'reamiry  not  oUierwise  appropriated,  Ibr  the  payment  of 
the  inatallment  and  intereet  which  (all  due  on  the  30th  of 
May.  L8&3,  under  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  IJnited  Statcf  and  Meiico,  made  and  concluded  <at 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  on  the  ad  or  February,  1848. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  It  is,  perhaps,  unfortunate 
for  me  that  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor,  particularly 
as  I  have  not  given  this  subject  that  consideration 
which'  its  importance  demands;  and  I  shall  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  but  a  very  few  mo- 
menu.  I  have  already  eflfected  the  object  with 
which  I  oriffinaily  set  out — that  of  ceiling  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country  to  this 
particular  case.  At  the  last  Con&ress  this  sub- 
ject, or  rather  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  Mexican  indemnity,  was  before  the  House. 
It  was  my  misfortune  then  to  differ  with  several 
^^entlemen,  and  with  my  honorable  colleague, 
Mr.  Baylt,1  who  was  theh  the  chairman  of  the 
/ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  end  with  whom 
it  is  at  all  times  painful  to  me  to  dtiTer.  I  am  sure  I 
need  not  say  one  word  to  my  collea^e  with  a 
view  to  recon<|ile  him  to  the  course  which  I  have 
token  in  reference  to  this  matter.  That  gentleman 
knows  full  well  that  there  are  but  few  men,  if  any, 
upon  this  floor,  whose  capacity  and  efficiency  as 
a  le^slator  I  appreciate  more  highly  than  his. 
But  1  thought  then,  as  I  think  now,  that  there 
was  something  wrong  in  relation  to  the  payment 
of  this  Mexican  indemnity.  I  understand,  sir, 
that  this  subject  will  be  discussed  at  some  length, 
and  my  object  is  simplv  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  payment  of  the 
last  Mexican  indemnity,  there  was  a  loss  to  this 
Government  of  some  sixty  or  eighty  or  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  because  of  the  manner  in 
which  that  payment  was  made;  in  other  words,  if 
the  payment  had  been '  differently  made — made 
by  agents  who  proposed  to  make  it,  other  than 
Corcoran  &,  Riggs,  and  those  British  bankers^ 
there  would  have  been  a  saving  to  the  American 
GK»vemment  of  some  sixty  or  eighty  thoosaad 


dollars.  Now,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  reflect 
upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
Thirty-first  Congress,  nor  is  it  my  purpose  to 
cast  any  reflections  whatever  upon  the  Conf  mittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  of  this  Congress.  But  I 
wish  to  say,  sir,  that  it  is  a  subject  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  of  their  investigation,  to  see  whether 
or  not  a  saving  could  be  made  to  this  Qovemment 
in  the  njanner  of  payment  of  this  indemnity. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman^  I  hold  also,  that  if  it  is 
practicable  to  negotiate  this  payment,  so  as  to 
save  the  sum,  which  I  presume  can  be  saved  to 
the  Grovernment,  and  at  the  same  time  accommo* 
date  Mexico,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  do  it.  My  understanding  was,  during 
the  last  Congress,  that  the  Mexican  Government 
desired  the  payment  to  be  made  to  them  otiierwise 
than  through  this  channel  by  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made.  I  presume,  if  you  look  mto 
the  facts  of  the  case,  you  will  find  that  the  Mex- 
ican Minister,  then  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
protested  against  the  payment  of  the  indemnity  in 
the  manner  proposed.  I  shall  not  stop,  sir,  to 
inquire  into  the  amount  which  was  made  hereto- 
fore by  these  British  bankers  and  Corcoran  dc 
Riggs.  That  is  a  matter  with  which  I  have  noth- 
ing to  do;  but  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which 
1  desire  to  examine  this  subject.  It  was  con- 
tended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  last  Congress,  and  by  you,  sir,  as  one  of  that 
committee,  ai^d  alsd  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
IMr.  Batlt,]  then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  perhaps  by  others,  that 
Congress  had  no  right  thus  to  ne^tiate  the  pay- 
ment, without  another  treaty.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  profess  to  be  versed  in  constitutional 
law,  nor  do  I  profess  to  be  versed  in  laws  growing 
out  of  treaty  obligations  and  stipulations.  But  I 
do  profess  to  know  a  little  something  about  ordi- 
nary and  common-place  transactions.  Sir,  will 
you  tell  me,  or  will  my  honorable  colleague,  or 
any  other  member  upon  this  floor,  tell  me,  aiid 
stake  his  reputation  upon  that  issue,  that  if  the 
Mexican  Government,  through  her  duly-consti- 
tuted agent  in  the  city  of  Washington,  indicates 
her  purpose  to  receive  the  payment  of  the  indem- 
nity, or  the  amount  due  to  her,  from  the  legally- 
constituted  agent  of  the  American  Government, 
and  that  a  payment  thus  made  at  the  instance  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  through  the  agency  and 
instrumentality  of  the  Mexican  Minister,  would 
not  be  valid  in  law?  I  know  that  such  an  opinion 
is  entertained.  Now,  with  due  regard  to  the 
opinion  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Batlt,  I  and  others, - 
who  differ  with  me  upon  this  subject,  1  undertake 
to  say  that  if  .you  submit  this  question  to  the 
American  people,  as  a  practical,  f>lain,  common- 
sense  people — and  this  being  a  common-sense 
view  or  this  question — they  would  decide  that  if 
the  payment  had  been  thus  made,  there  would 
have  been  the  end  of  it.  In  reference  to  the  as- 
saults made  upon  my  colleague  [Mr.  Batlt] 
through  the  newspapers,  I  have  nothing  to  do. 

I  now  desire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  address  myself 
more  particularly  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  ana  Means,  fMr.  Houiton.J  I  de- 
sire that  gentleman  and  his  committee  to  investi- 
gate this  point  in  the  case,  (fas  the  American 
Congress  the  authority,  by  the  sanction  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  and  her  l^al  acent  and 
representative  here,  the  rifht  to  direct  now  this 
payment  shall  be  made?  In  the  investigation  of 
this  subject  we  are  met  my  my  honorable  col- 
league pV|r.  Batlt]  and  others  with  this  view  of 
the  case:  Jf  you  undertake  to  direct  the  payment 
of  this  indemnity  otherwise  than  as  provided  for 
by  the  treaty  supulations,  you  will  throw  a  re- 
sponsibility upon  an  irresponsible  source.  In 
other  woros,  it  was  contend^,  as  it  is  contended 
now,  that  the  Executive  Department  of  this  €K>v- 
emment,  as  the  treaty-making  power,  must  see  to 
the  payment  of  this  money.  Now,  I  ask  the 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  if  the  Mexican  GU)vemment  shall 
agree  to  receive  this  indemnity  by  means  of  any 
other  agent  or  agents  than  Corctmn  Sf  Ri^t 
and  those  British  biankers,  by  which  Tne  Mexican 
Government  shall  save  one  or  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  American  Gh>vemment  some 
sixty  or  eighty  thousand  dollars,  whether  it  is  not 
competent,  without  calling  for  another  treaty,  thus 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  money?  To 
tiiy  miad  it  is  conipeMnt  tbr  th6  Qoyerament  to 


pay  off  that  indemnity  in  the  manner  suggested  « 
without  any  other  treaty. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  ^ve  the  genUccnan 
my' opinion.  I  have  no  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  if  they  shall  see  pro;>er,  to  instruct  tm 
to  the  mode  and  manner  of  making  this  payment. 
I  have  no  question  but  Congress  has  tbe  power 
to  direct  the  President  in  the  man;ier  the  paymenc 
shall  be  made,  if  they  shall  see  fit  so  to  act.  Tho 
position  I  took  was,  that  unless  some  gentleman 
will  say  that  the  President  of  the  United  Statet, 
or  the  authority  making  the  payment,  has  done 
so  iniproperly,  corruptly,  or  rraudently,  we  have 
nothing  to  do  With  the  manner  of  payment.  We 
ou|ht  to  do  our  duty  by  paasing  the  appropriation, 
ana  leave  to  the  Executive  ihe  responsibility' 
which,  under  the  law,  rest^upon  him,  in  execu- 
ting fairly  the  laws  passed  by  Congress.  I  have 
Qo  doubt  about  the  power  ofCongress.  Charges 
are  talked  about  without  there  being  anything 
brought  forward,  anything  tangible.  If  the  gefa- 
tleman  will  say  that  the  President  or  Secretary  of 
State  are  ^ilty  of  fraud  or  corruption,  then  it  is 
not  only  m  the  power  of  Congress,  but  the  duty 
of  Congress,  to  control  their  action. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  has  conceded  a  little 
more  than  I  expected  he  would  have  done,  but 
still  he  desires  tliat  some  gentleman  shall  come 
forward  and  do — what?  Cnargfthat  there  ia  cor- 
ruption or  impropriety  on  the  part  of  the  Elxecn- 
tive  Department  of  the  (Government.  Con  the 
chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  me  that  tlftd 
is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this  House,  unless 
they  are  satisfied  that  corruption  really  estista? 
No,  sir;  but  any  member  of  this  House  ham  the 
right  to  ask  that  payment  of  the  indemnity  ahoJl 
be  made  differently  than  that  proposed  by  the  Kx- 
ecutive,  if  it  shall  go  to  the  saving  to  the  GoTcrn- 
ment  of  the  UnitM  States  of  a  large  aiiioun%[>f 
money,  without  charging  corruption. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    With  the  permission  of  tht 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  1  will  say  this  moeh 
further  in  illustration  of  the  position  I  navetakco — 
that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
execution  of  the  law  which  we  may  pass  for  ap- 
propriation, shall  fail  to  protect  the  Govemfloent 
of  the  United  States  and  all  its  interests  in  iftakiag 
that  payment,  or  if  he  shall  put  it  into  the  power, 
by  the  manner  in  which  the  indemnity  is  paid,  of 
the  bankers  of  this  country,  of  Englano,  or  of 
France,  or  anywhere  else,  to  impose  upon  M^i- 
co,  then  I  say  he  has  not  acted  properly  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty.    That  is  what!  mean.     If 
the  case  is  presented,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  could  have  saved  by  a  diffeiietit 
mode  of  payment,  or  that  he  could  now  save  any 
amount  of  money  to  the  Treasury  which  he  other- 
wise would  let  go  into  the  hands  of  private  indi- 
viduals or  companies,  or  has  made  nis  arrange- 
ments understandingly  so  as  to  enable  Mexico  to 
be  fleeced  by  American  citizens  or  others,  then 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  not  dis- 
chara:ed  his  duty. 

Afr.  McMULLIN.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
such  have  been  the  charges  preferred  against  the 
President  of  the  Unitra  States  outside  of  this 
House  through  the  papers,  and  also  against  the 
Cabinet,  who  are  concerned  in  this  matter.  It  de- 
mands investigation. 

Mr.  C  ABEXL,  of  Florida.  I  wiO  ask  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Virginia  [Mr.  McMullikI  to  state 
by  whom  these  charges  have  been  matie  here  to 
justify  the  ^action  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  did  not  state  that  they 
had  been  made  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  of  ^ 
Representatives,  but  I  staited  they  have  been  pre- 
ferred in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  DISNEY,  with  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  wouVd  like  to  address 
a  word  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Houston.] 

Nfr.  McMULLIN.    Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  As  I  understand  it,  this  whole 
affair  is  simple  in  its  character  and  easily  to  be  ar^ 
rived  at.  Charges  have  been  made  fn  the  public 
prints  of  this  city,  that  while  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, through  its  accredited  Minister  here, 
expressed  its  willingness  and  desire  to  have  this 
money  paid  here  upon  thedraA  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  thus  to  consult  at  once  the  wishes, 
interest,  and  policy  of  the  Mexican  GK>vemmeiH. 
as  well  as  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  Unitea 
Stattt,  it  waB  the  pleasore  of  tlui  fizeeuCiy*  De- 
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partment  to  make  different  arrangements.  Now, 
nothings  could  be  easier  than  to  arrive  at  correct 
uiformation  in  reference  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of 
these 'charges;  and  I  now  suggest  it  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
vtlhout  the  adoption  of  a  formal  resolution  by  the 
House,  that  upon  his  own  motion  he  go  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  inquire  into  the  actual 
ftets  connected  with  this  matter,  and  then,  being 
possessed  of  all  information,  he  can  stand*  upon 
(be  floor  of  the  House,  and  meet  all  of  these  state- 
oenca  with  official 2ind  authoritative  information, 
tt  will,  perhaps,  be  said,  as  it  in'point  of  fact  has 
been  stated,  that  Mr.  Webster  has  already  made 
the  statement.  I  do  not  so  understand  it.  By  a 
careful  reading  of  the  reply  of  Mr. '  Webster  in 
Cfvinectioo  wiui  th^  allegauon,  vou  will  find  that 
it  does  not  meet  the  charge.  If  the  charjg^es  be 
tree,  that  written  reply  and  formal  communication 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  an  evasion  of  the  in- 

r'  *  y.  I  repeat,  then,  that,  it  is  easy  to  find  out 
truth  of  all  these  matters.  Do  not  let  fentle- 
inen  stand  up  without  any  authority  or  informa- 
tion of  the  actual  facts.  But,  as  I  have  said,  let 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  go  and  possess  himself  directly^  immedi- 
slt)y,attd  personally,  with'regard  to  them.  I  make 
the  surasstion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
iimaan  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Du^f  ct]  is  so  very  singular 
it  is  proper  that  I  should  respond  to  it.'    That  gen- 
tleman, as  I  underatand,  was  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress  when  this  difficulty  grew  up.     I  am  sure 
tbat  ne  is  too  observant  a  member  and  too  intelli- 
^t  a  gtntleroan  to  let  anything  pass  of  this  kind 
vklKHit  himself  knowing  as  mucn  in  regard  to  it 
at  aay  other  member  of  this  body.    Then  I  ask, 
Afr.  Chairmkn,  why  it  is  that  he  has  not  presented 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  resolution  call- 
for  this  information?    It  cannot  be  expected, 
such  has  not  been  the  custom — such  is  in 
with   the  usages  of  this  House— that  I 
dltfold  go,  upon  my  own  mere  motion,  and  pri- 
rmtdy  obtain  information  which  this  House  was 
AfJiiim  of  possessing — ^infdrmation  which  was  to 
•oataiB  or  defeat  the  grave  charges  or  insinua- 
uons  apinst  a  high  public  functionary  of  the 
0»ycmawtt.  The  universal  rule  has  been  to  make 
TiNsr  eaU  ftr  it.    The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
fAfr.  Bivlt]  states  tha|tnectfll  has  been  made  and 
anstFered;  and  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dis- 
kst]  says  that  it  is  a  practical  evasion.    Then»  if 
it  be*  tnie  that  it  was  an  evasion  upon  the  part  of 
die  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  did  not  fairly  an.d 
fiuikly  respond  to  the  call  of  the  House  at  the 
last  session  of  Confess,  how  easy  would  it  be  for 
HT  friend  from  Ohio,  or  for  any  other  member 
WM  brieves  that  corruption  exists, 'or  thatimpro- 
pii4y  has  been  pracuced  upon  the  part  of  the 
nesident  of  .the  United  States,  or  his  Secretary, 
to  ftame  a  resolution  to  meet  the  evasions," and  to 
gtt  the  information  in  that  way?    In  order  to  ob- 
tain official  information  in  a  different  way,  I  must 
0>  apon  my  own  mere  private  responsibility,  and 
nen  make  a  statement  to  the  House  of  my  recol- 
lection of  what  the  Secretary  of  State  might  tell 
mt,    U  might  be  that  I  would  misunderstand  him, 
or  it  might  be  that  he  would  misunderstand  me, 
and  in  that  way  discrepancies  would  arise.    Now 
the  House  have  the  authority  to  call  upon  any  De- 
partment of  the  Government  for  that  knowledge; 
aod  if  the  information  is  called  for  in  the  right 
manner,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Secretary  of  St^e  are  bound  to  respond  to  the 
caH.  ^  In  that  wav^e  information  touching  this 
ftMft important  suoject  can  be  officially  laid  before 
the  House.    If  the  gentleman  chooses  to  present 
a  resolution  of  that  sort,  or  any  other  gentleman,  1 
shftll  go  for  its  adoption. 

Mr,  DISNfiY.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Cemmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  talks  about  the 
tiaguUr  suggestion  I  made  to  him.  Now,  one  word 
byway  of  explanation,  in  order  to  ascertain  upon 
▼kich  side  the  singularity  is.  Why,  sir,  that  gen- 
tleman is  chairman  of  a  committee  in  this  House, 
whose  bounden  duty  it  is  to  report  no  appropriation 
Ibr  the  action  and  sanction  or  this  House  until,  as 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  he  satisfies  himself 
that  the  appropriation  is  just  and  proper,  and 
slioiikl  be  made  in  the  manner  desired.  Who, 
then,  il  lingular— the  chairman,  for  evading  the 
chai]^  imposed  upon  him  by  our  oreanization  and 
the  rnlep^^e  practice  and  usage  of  the  House; 
or  flMi  m  wofguitiag  to  him  that  he  should  con- 


form to  his  duty  upon  the  present  occasion  ?  Why 
does  the  gentleman  make  this  particular  case  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule  which  governs  him 
in  regard  to  allof  the  items  of  appropriation  which 
he  reports  to  the  House  in  the  various  appropria- 
tion bills?  Why  not  inquire  into  this  in  tne  same 
way  that  he  inquires  into  all  the  other  items  of 
appropriation  he  presents  and  asks  this  House  ,to 
sanction,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  stand  up  be- 
fore (he  House  and  satisfy  it  that  the  appropria- 
tion is  right?  Who,  then,  is  sin^lar  in  this  re- 
gard? He  says  you  can,  and  wliy  do  you  not, 
offer  a  resolution  calling  this  information  particu- 
larly before  the  House?  I  have  heretofore  en- 
deavored to  obtain  information  on  this  subject.  I 
stated  in  my  remarks  a  few  moments  ago  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  a  resolution — no  need 
fbr  any  formal  thing  of  the  kind,  but  that  the 
chairman  could  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  upon 
his  own  motion,  and  obtain  a  correct  statement  of 
the  facts.  It  is  his  bounden  duty  to  inquire  into 
these  matters.  There  was  no  impropriety  in  the 
suggestion  that  I  made.  In  the  regular  discharge 
of  lus  duty  he  would  have  obtained  the  informa- 
tion, dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  the  adoption 
of  any  resolution  by  the  acuon  of^ this  House.  It 
is  a  duty  imposed  upon  him  toask  for  that  inform- 
ation, and  also  to  post  liimself  up  in  regard  to 
everything  connected  with  it.  Outside  rumor  is 
sufficiently  plausible  to  give  reasonable  cause  for 
inquiry.  The  gentleman  has  doubtless  read  the 
charges  in  the  public  prints  of  the  city,  and  yet 
we  are  asked  to  pass  that  bill,  without  making  any 
inquiry  at  all.  But  I  will  come  back  to  the  gen- 
eral question — to  the  aidvice  which  I  suggested  to 
the  gentleman.  'He  asks  why  do  not  I  oner  a  res- 
olution? To  satisfy  thd  gentleman,  I  will  offer  a 
resolution.  If  he  cannot  discharge  the  duty  with- 
out a  resolution,  he  shall  have  it.  He  says  that 
I  was  a  member  of  the  last  Congress,  when  this 
matter  was  up.    So  I  was.    I  acted  then  as  I  do 

i^now.  I  endeavored  then  to  have  the  matter  in- 
quired into,  and  the  reouisite  information  broueht 
before  the  House,  but  from  some  cause  I  failed. 

The  facts  are  as  I  have  stated.  Enough  has 
been  said  out  of  doors  about  this  matter  to  put 
this  House  upon  the  inquiry;  and  this  House  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Commiueeof  Waysand  Means 
will  not  be  true  to  themselves  and  the  interests 
of  the  country,  unless  they  make  this  inquiry,  no 

,  matter  how  hieh  the  name  or  the  authority  of  those 
who  will  stand  in  opposition  to  it.  Now  let  me 
say  here,  that  the  gentleman  misunderstood  me 
when  ha  says  I  make  charges  or  express  any  be- 
lief in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  make  none.  I 
know  not  whether  they  are  true  or  false;  but  this 
I  do  know,  that  these  charges  have  been  made  so 
publidy-^have  been  stated,  iterated,  and  reiterated 
throu2;n  the  city,  until  tlie  time  has  come  when  a 
regard  for  the  character  of  the  House  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  for  the  character  of  the 
persons  interested  in  these  charges,  demand  that 
an  inquiry  shduld  be  made.  And  I  trust,  if  it  can- 
not be  arrived  at  in  any  other  way,  that  this  House 
will,  by  a  formal  resolution,  direct  the  inquiry  to 
be  made  and  the  facts  to  be  laid  before  it.  I  re- 
peat, let  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mc&"8  b^  induced  to  make  the  inqi^iry,  wiin- 
out  the  formal  action  of  the  House  instructing  him 
to  do  it.  It  is  his  bounden  duty  to  do  it,  without 
the  special  direction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Disnbt]  seems  to  have  received  the  impres- 
sion that  1  gave  him  advice,  or  attempted  to  do  so. 
Why,  sir,  he  is  greatly  mistaken.  I  never  con- 
sidered myself  competent,  and  I  shall  not  be  so 
presumptuous  as  to  undertake  a  task  of  that  sort. 
The  gentleman  forgot  himself— he  gave  me"that 
advice.  He  told  me  that  I  did  not  possess  the  in- 
formation, and  he  also  told  me  how  I  ought  to  get 
it.  The  gentleman  says  that  I  ought  to  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  correctness  of  the  appropriation 
1  propose  to  make  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
shoula  be  made,  before  I  ask  the  House  to  vote 
the  appropriation.  Let  us  see  whether  I  possess 
the  proper  knowledge  upon  that  subject.  Here  I 
ask  the  Hou|^  to  appropriate  jj^,  180 ,000  to  pay 
an  installment  due  to  Mexico  in  May  next.    By 

J  reference  to  the  treaty,  I  find  that  we  are  bound  to 
pav  that  money.  By  reference  to  the  same  treaty, 
I  nnd  that  we  are  liound  to  pay  $185,000  as  tne 
interest  upon  the  installment.  So  one  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [^fr.  Disnbt]  has  an 
answer.    But  he  says  1  ought,  to  be  able  to  teU  the 


House  the  way  in  which  the  payment  is.proposed 
to  be  made.  How  is  this  payment  proposed  to  be 
made?  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  know? 
1  should  like  him  to  tell  us,  if  he  undertakes  to 
say  how  it  sliould  be  made,  upon  what  terms  the 
payments  are  to  be  made.  I  should  like  him  to 
give  us  all  the  minutiie  in  regard  to  these  pay- 
ments. I  have  never  heard  how  it  was  to  be  maue 
except  from  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  that 
it  was  to  bf  made  through  certain  houses,  and 
that  other  houses  had  proposed  to  moke  the  pay- 
ment. So,  then,  I  think,  this  house  possesses  all 
the  information  as  far  as  my  appropriation  bill  is 
concerned.  It  finds  an  appropriation  of  money  is 
due,  and  ought  to  be  poUd.  u  the  President  of  the 
United  States  proposes  in  any  particular  way  to 
pay  it  which  this  House  condemns,  or  questions, 
or  desires  to  examine  into,  then  let  the  House  in- 
dicate it,  and  the  terms  of  the  payment  shall  be 
brought  before  the  House,  and  the  House  then 
can  see  whether  the  proposition  is  a  correct  one 
or  not — whether  the  proposed  mode  of  payment 
is  correct  or  not.  Tne  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  nothing  before  them  showing  how  the 
payment  was  proposed  to  be  made.  There  was  no 
proposition,  either  to  Congress  or  the  country,  that 
reached^  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by 
which  they  were  informed  whether  the  payment 
was  to  be  mad^through  one  house  or  another,  or 
directly  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tcTMex- 
ico.  Hence  the  committee  could  not  have  done 
any  more  than  they  did.  The  committee  reported 
the  appropriation  bill  precisely  as  the  treaty, 
which  IS  tne  highest  hiw  of  the  land,  required  it 
should  be  done^  and  that  appropriation  is  now  be- 
fore you.  Ah,  but  the  gentleman  says  I  ought  to 
go  and  obtain  the  information;  and  he  seems  to 
have  referred  very  frequently  to  the  fact  that  I 
said  his'sug^estion  was  to  me  a  singular  one.  I 
certainly  said,  not  out  of  any  improper  spirit  or 
feeling  at  allf  that  I  thought  it  was  singular;  and 
I  think  I  will  convince  my  friend  from  Ohio  that 
it  is  a  very  singular  fact,  if  he  will  but  hear  me. 
He  says  he  called  upon  tlie  Secretary  of  State  at 
the  last  Congress  for  this  information,  and  although 
he  had  the  House  to  sustain  him  in  the  jcall  for 
the  informatfon  from  tlie  President  of  the  United 
States,  yet  he  iiravely  tells  this  House  now  that 
the  call  was  Refused,  and  it  was  evaded  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Well,  then,  let  me  say  to  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dibnet,]  suppose  the  Sec-- 
retary  of  State  evaded  a  response  to  a  Qall  of  this 
House,  made  upon  him  in  due  form,  would  it  be 
more  likely  he  would  communicate  the  information 
to  me  peraonnlly  than  to  the  Honse  ?  He  is  bound 
under  the  law,  by  his  official  duty,  whenever  an 
application  is  made  to  him,  to  respond  solemnly 
to  the  call  made  upon  him. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  did  not  say  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  evaded  answering  the  call.  I  said  that 
the  charge  had  been  made,  and  that  the  response 
to  it  was  an  evasion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
declares  he  did  not  say  that  the  Secretary  had 
evaded  answering  the  call, -but  that  the  charges 
had  been  made.  My  friend  from  Ohio  did  say 
this,  I  am  sure,  that  he  made  the  call  and  failed. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  said  that  I  made  an  effort  to 
get  the  information. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  A  resolution  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  resolution 
was  responded  to.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  more  than  intimated  that  Uie  Secretary  of  State 
evaded,  intentionally,  a  manly,  frank,  and  honest 
response  to  that  call. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  said  that  the  charge  was  made. 
I  disclaim  endorsing  the  charge. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  aware  of  that,  when 
.  he  referred  -to  a  charge  of  that  sort.  It  is  certainly 
an  intimation,  that  upon  our  part  we  are  not  satis- 
fied. So  then  I  am  endeavoring  to  present  to  this 
committee  an  utter  impossibility.  I  have  brouglit 
before  the  House,  by  instruction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  bill  proposing  to  make 
the  appropriation  which  is  required  of  us  by  the 
treaty  with  Mexico.  And  we  have  got  all  the  in- 
formation that  the  committee  could  be  possessed 
of;  and  if  any  other  information  is  to  be  obtained 
it  should  be  opon  a  call  of  the  House.  If  the  gen- 
tleman desires  it,  I  will  ^o  as  far  as  any  other  gen- 
tleman in  an  effort  to  bring  the  information  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  fact  of  my  having 
yielded  the  floor  to  gentlemen  oa  either  aide  hat 
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been  of  great  service  to  me,  and  to  thia  Honse.  I 
think  it  is  now  perfectly  evident  that  this  subject 
must  be  investigated.  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  he  has  furnished  me  with  evidence 
sufficient  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  if  he  will  discharge 
his  duty  faithfully — as  I  have  no  doubt  he  will — 
as  chaurman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and. 
Means,  he  will  investigate  this  subject.  I  hold 
that  it  is  not  necessary  that  this  investigation  shall 
come  beibre  the  committee  by  a  formal  resolution. 
No,  sir,  I  concur  fully  with  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Disvet,]  that  if  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  having  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  this  indemnity,  shall  be  of  the 
opinioh  that  there  has  been  an  abuse  of  power ^n 
the  part  of  the  Executive  of  this  Government,  it  is 
their  high  and  solemn  duty  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter, and  report  the  facts  to  this  House  and  country. 
Yes,  sir,  and  I  tell  the  head  of  this  committee,  that 
unless  they  now  investigate  this  subject — the  mat- 
ter having  taken  this  direction — he  will  be  held 
responsible  by  his  constituents  and  the  country. 
What  is  the  view  of  this  case  as  now  presented } 
A  member  upon  this  floor  rises  in  his  place  and 
tells  the  HousQ  and  the  country,  that  there  have 
been  charges  preferred  against  the  Executive  of 
this  Qovernment,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the 
late  indemnity.  Here  is  another  Uill  proposing  to 
pay  a  further  indemnity;  and  in  the  payment  of 
which  there  may  be  saved  a  lar^e  amount  of  money 
to  this  Government,  and  yet  do  justice  to  the  op- 
pressed sister  Republic  of  Mexico.  If  these 
charges,  as  preferred  against  the  Executive  of  this 
Government  through  the  De\i^papers  of  the  coun- 
try, are  to  be  relied  upon,  Mexico  has  been  most 
fraudulently  and  shamefully  imposed  upon.  I  say 
if  these  charges  preferred  against  the  Executive  of 
this  Government,  in  connection  with  the  Roths- 
childs, the  Barings,  and  Messrs.  Corcoran  & 
Riggs,  are  well-founded,  there  has  b%en  palpable 
injustice  done  to  the  oppressed  Govemncient  and 
people  of  Mexico. 

I  hope  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  will  not  undertake  to  tell 
the  House  and  country,  that  he  is  bojmd  in  good 
faith  to  carry  out  all  the  suggestions  *and  recom- 
n^endations  of  the  Executive,  whether  right  or 
wrong.  I  beg  that  gentleman  to  remember — and 
there  are  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  will  re- 
member— that  in  some  of  the  campaigns  recently 
come  off,  it  was  charged  upon  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  last  House  of  Representatives,  that 
if  our  appropriations  were  extravagant  and  enor- 
mously high,  they  were  made  by  a  Democratic 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  beg  that  gen- 
tleman to  remember,  that  while  the  present  House 
is  composed  of  a  very  large  and  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  Democratic  party,  the  last 
House  of  Representatives  could  not  be  said  to  be 
composed  of  a  majority  of  either  party.  For  cer- 
tainly, it  will  be  recollected  by  every  gentleman 
who  is  here  present,  neither  party  at  the  last  Con- 
gress had  a  practical  majority;  and  notwithstand- 
ing that  fact,  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
the  Democratic  party  were  held  responsible  for 
the  enormously  extravagant  appropriations  of  the 
last  Congress,  because  of  the  fact  that  we  had  a 
Democratic  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Ifow,  I  beg  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  to  rememTaer , 
that  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Bowie,]  upon  the  othersideof  the  hall,  proposed 
to  retrench  the  expenses  of  our  Government,  and 
he  met  a  hearty  response  in  his  immediate  neigh- 
borhood and  upon  our  side  of  the  House.  Now, 
I  desire  that  we  shall  meet  that  gentleman; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  is  placed  in  a  position  in  which  he  may 
be  able  to  effect  much  in  retrenching  and  reform- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  Government.  ,    ' 

But  I  come  back  to  the  original  question,  Is  this 
subject  worthy  of  investigation.'  Ought  it  "to  be 
investigated.'  Is  it  not  due  to  the  country — due 
to  the  Government — due  to  Mr.  Webster — due 
to  the  Mexican  authorities— due  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  that  there  should  be  an  investigation .' 
I  do  not  mean  -to  offer  a  resolution  on  the  subject.  I 
had  intended  to  do  so.  I  had  'a  resolution  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  inforihation  upon 
the  subject,  but  1  now  take  the  ground — and  from 
that  position  I  hope  that  the  worthy  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  will  not  attemf)t  to  escape 
-^at  it  is  the  duty  of  that  committee,  these 
charges  having  been  preferred  not  only  in  the 


newspapers  of  the  country  but  by  the  genUeman 
from  Onio,  [Mr.  Disney,]  from  his  pkce  upon 
this  floor,  to  investigate  the  matter.  I  call  upon 
the  committee  to  investigate  it  and  see  whether — 
even  if  there  has  not  been  corruption — there  has 
not  been,  at  least,  a  species  of  favoritism  exer- 
cised. *  If  I  were  allowed  here  to  draw  upon  my 
very  humble  resources,  and  to  speculate  in  refer- 
ence to  the  late  transactions  for  the  payment  of 
this  indemnity,  I  think  I  could  satisfy  the  House 
that  if  there  has  been  no  corruption,  there  has 
been  something  very  like  favoritism,  or  that  has, 
'at  least,  an  awful  squinting  towards  it. 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  having  occu- 
pied so  much  of  their  time.  I  did  not  intend  to 
do  so,  as  I  stated  when  I  rose.  My  object  is  ac- 
complished by  having  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country  to  the  fact,  that  there 
was  dissatisfaction  in  the  last  Congress  and  is  now, 
and  that  an  investigation  is  demanded. 

Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for 
the  reading  of  tlie  President's  message  and  the  ac- 
companying communication  in  reference  to  the 
subject  before  the  committee. 

The  Clerk  read  the  communication,  which  is 
as  follows: 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  him  from 
the  contractors  for  paying  the  instalment  of  Mex- 
ican indemnity  due  on  the  31st  of  May  next,  and 
respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  subject. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 
Washington,  JanvMry  19,  1852. 

Department  op  State,  January  19, 1852. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  Statei : 

I  lay  before  the  President  another  letter  from  the  con- 
tractors for  the  payment  of  the  remaining?  installment  due  to 
Mexico  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  liidalgo. 

This  affair -appears  to  have  become  urgent.  T)ie  con- 
tractors would  seem  to  have  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
proper  appropriation  would  have  been  made  by  Congress  in 
such  season  as  to  have  given  them  a  reasonable  time  to  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  Aiiailment  of  their  undertaking. 

For  the  last  payment,  which  fell  due  on  the  31st  May  last, 
an  appropriation  was  made  on  the  35th  day  of  September, 
1^,  which  gave  time  for  the  necessary  arrangements.  A 
bill  for  making  an  appropriation  for  the  installment  now  to 
(Ul  due  in  May  next,  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  S8th  day  of  February  last,  but  Ikiled  to  be  considered 
in  the  Senate,  as  it  is  understood^  for  want  of  time. 

The  honor  of  the  country  requires  that  provision  should 
be  made  to  meet  this  payment  with  punctuality  ;  and  it  is 
apparent  that  inconvenience  and  loss  may  probably  ensue  if 
the  appropriation  be  longer  delayed. 

Respectfully  submitted :  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Boston,  January  14, 18S3. 

Sir:  HThe  undersigned  bad  the  honor  to  address  to  yoii 
on  the  96tb  ultimo,  a  letter  urging  the  importance  of  the  im- 
mediate passage  or  the  appropriation  bill  fbr  the  payment  of 
the  instalimem  of  the  indemnity  due  to  Mexico  on  the  SJst 
of  May  next. 

In  the  remarks  made  in  Congress  when  the  bill  was  re- 
ported, tbey  were  alluded  to  in  such  a  manner  ns  makes  it 
proper  that  they  should  state  their  positiOD  towards  the  pay- 
ment, in  justice  to  themselves,  and  also  that  the  domi^  of 
the  bill,  any  delay  in  which  may  occasion  great  loss  to  the 
Government,  should  not  be  impeded  by  useless  discussion. 

The  undersigned  had  ceased  to  regard  themselves  as  con- 
tractors, as  the  delay  that  had  occurred  was  sucht  as  to 
render  it  impossible  fbr  them  to  go  on  and  make  the  pay--- 
lAent  in  the  absence  of  such  needful  and  timely  appropri- 
ation, as  was  contemplated  by  both  parties  in  making  the 
contract,  and  without  which  its  cxfcution  became  imprac- 
ticable ;  awaiting,  however,  the  action  of  Congress,  and  the 
intentions  of  the  Government,  and  prepared  to  aid  in  cai^ 
rying  them  out  when  occasion  for  their  services  should 
offer.  In  this  position,  and  knowing  from  their  own  expe- 
rience the  importance  of  time  to  make  the  fu)ids  in  Mexico, 
and  the  great  loss  to  which  the  Government  might  be  sub- 
jected by  prolonged  delay,  they  addressed  to  you  their  letter 
of  26th  ultimo,  that  the  mauer  might  have  the  attention  of 
the  Government. 

To  show  cleariy  the  eShct  of  this  delay,  and  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  misconception  as  to  their  present  posi- 
tion, the  undersigned  beg  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  result  of  the  last  payment  made  by 
them. 

To  make  the  required  fVinds,  their  agent  proceeded  to 
Mexico  in  October,  and  was  occupied  from  tliat  lime  until 
June  following,  in  disposing  of  tiis  exchange  on  England, 
France,  and  the  United  States,  and  was  finally  obliged  to 
borrow  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  his  bills,  to  be 
negotiated  afterward,  in  order  to  complete  Uie  payment  on 
the  31st  of  May..  Thus  it  look  nine  months  to  draw  the 
bills  without  depressing  the  market  so  as  to  make  a  loss. 

The  result  of  this  immense  exchange  operation  with  all 
its  attendant  risks,  was  a  profit  of  about  #ie  per  cent,  on 
the  amount,  and  the  ccoitractors  made  no  other  profit  except 
what  resulted  from  loaning  a  portion  of  their  own  funds 
(not  advanced  by  the  United  States)  to  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  »nd  to  merchants  in  Mexico,  at  the  current  rates 
of  interest.  Adding  the  interest  received  for  their  own 
money,  to  the  profit  on  the  exchange,  as  stated  above,  the 
net  result  was  a  division  of  three  and  one  third  per  cent, 
among  the  three  contractiug  houses.  This  comprises  the 
whole  of  their  profits  direct  or  indirect  in  connection  wttii 


the  business.    The  United  States  Government  made  no 
payment*  to  the  contractors,  except  in  reimbuniPinent  of 
pa3nitents  made  by  them  in  Mexico,  fVom  their  own  oKmeySf 
and  on  presentation  of  duly-authenticated  reccipti<at  Wa.Hb- 
ington.    Nor  were  any  inotieys  received  by  the  contracton 
from  the  Government  prior  to  the  first  of  Mftrch,  and  the 
last  payment  of  about  two  millions  of  dollara  wad  not  made 
to  them  until  the  d7th  June  last,  so  that  in  fikct  the  avenge 
of  payments  to  them  fell  about  l5th  of  May. 
-    You  will  perceive  that  the  accumulation  of  nmds  wjiich 
required  last^year  nina  months  fur  its  completion,  cannot 
now  bc^nadeln  the  short  space  of  time  that  remains  without 
loss  to  tlie  Government,  and  Congress  ought  to  be  fkUly 
aware  of  the  respon.-ibility  it  assumes  by  incrfasing  the 
delay  which  may  reiyler  compliance  with  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations a  matter  of  great  loss.    These  ditlicuUies  were  ur- 
gently represented  by  the  undersigned  at  tJie  time  the  appro- 
priation bill  was  pending  at  the  last  aeasioii. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  tbregoing,  that  the  con- 
tractors made  all  their  payments  in  )fexico  out  of  their  ovm 
funds,  and  were  afterwards  reimbursed  in  the  United  States, 
at  a  date  averaging  the  -15th  of  May^and  the  last  and  la^#^ 
payment  by  the  United  States  to  tiie  contractors  of  two  mil- 
lions of  doUarx  was  not  made  until  the  37th  or  June,  nearly 
one  month  after  they  had  paid  the  full  installment  to  lif  exico» 

Anjr  statements  th.it  have  been  made  in  regard  to  iheiD 
at  variance  with  the  atmve  facts,  or  implicating  them  in  any 
way  in  the  purchase  of  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  speeulaHqg 
on  the  paymenu  or  any  otlier  indirect  transaction  whatever, 
are  an  entire  fabrication.  No  consideration  would  have 
induced  them  to  depart  from  the  full  performance  of  every- 
thing implied  in  the  strict  interpretation  of  their  undertaking. 

We  have  the  hon«r  to  be,  air,  with  great  respect,  yoor 
obedient  servants, «. 

BARING,  BROTHERS  Ac  Co., 

By  T.  W.  Ward,  Att'v. 
HOWLAND  k  ASPINWALL, 
CORCORAN  k  RIGGS. 

To  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretay  of  State. 

Ml".  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amaid 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  that  said  sum  be  paid  over  to  the  propef  autbori' 
ties  of  Mexico  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  under  the  supervision  of  the  President. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky/^  I  here  net 
arisen  with  a  purpose  to  prolong  this  debate,  by 
indulging  in  either  the  attack  upon  or  defence  of 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  but,  if  it  >K^re 
possible  by  my  suggestions  to  do  so,  to  secure  its 
termination  at  once  by  coming  to  a  Tote  upon  the 
bill. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  those  who  seem  muia 
yxpon  an  assault  on  the  Secretary^of  State^  that 
this  is  not  the  proper  time  or  occasion  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  determination.  It  is  not  the  proper 
place  for  criticism  upon  his  conduct,  even  in  the 
particular  transaction  of  the  payment  of  the  Mex- 
ican indemnity.  The-  House  is  not  in  posseesion 
'  of  facts  to  indicate  the  position  of  Mexico,  in  re- 
gard to  this  affair  of  the  indemnity. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  last  Congress  a  bill 
was presentea,  to  appropriate  for  the  payment  of 
13,500,000— the  installment  due  in  1851,  under  the 
treaty  of  Hidalgo— and  it  was  then  said  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  administration  had  signified  a  wiQii^- 
ness  to  meet  that  and  the  rest  of  me  installratytSt 
by  accepting  drafts  of  the  Mexican  Government^ 
drawn  for  the  several  installments,  payable  at  the 
city  of  New  York.    It  was  said  that  the  Hcrrert 
administration,  of  which  General  Arista  was  a 
member,  desired  to  have  the  use  of  thejnoney,  in 
advance  of  the  day  of  payment,  because  the  feat 
was  entertained  that  a  revolution  iinpended  which 
would,  in  all  probability,  break  out  at  the  period 
of  the  presidential  election  in  Mexico,    ft  was 
said  that  Mexico  wanted  to  transfer  her  business 
from  the  hands  of  British  capitalists  into  the  hands 
of  American  capitalists,  with  the  view  of  nurturing 
credit  and  fostering  friendship  here,  instead  of  in 
London.    I  thought  f&m,  and  yet  Uiink,  that  it 
would  be  generous  and  magnanimous  on  our  part 
to  make  these  payments  in  sufh  form  and  maimer 
as  would  be  most  agreeable  to  Mexico;  provided^ 
it  is  safe  and  just  to  our  own  country.  The  treaty 
stipulates  the  payment  of  each  installment  **tii  Mmt 
dty  of  Mexico.       Has  Mexico  signified  to  this 
Government,  through  the  usual  jand  accredited 
channel,  any  desire  for  the  change  in  th^  place  of 
payment?  Has  Mexico,a8  a  government, through  ' 
iier  departments  which  have  the  power  to  mod\fy 
the  terms  of  treaties  and  to  change  her  laws,  even 
yet  signified  to  this  Government  a  mrvposition  to 
make  the  change  suggested?    Have  tne  drafts  al- 
luded to   been   presented,  or  has  any  form   of 
acquittance  of  tnis  Government  under  the  treaty 
been  submitted  for  the  consideration  of^e  Execu- 
tive of  this  Republic?    It  will  not  be  enough  thttfr 
the  President  and  Cabinet  of  Mexico  have  desired 
the  acceptance  of  drafts  for  the  amount  of  the  in' 
stallment.      They  hav^  no  power  to   bind  their 
country  to  the  modification,  or  to  release  us  from 
ow   ooligations   under    the    treaty.      Eut,  Mr^ 
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0fuka,  it  wiU  be  perceived  that  I  speak  of  the 
^poTH  which  we  heard  last  year,^of  what  had  been 
liie  reapectiTe  wishes  and  concessions  of  the  Mex- 
ican and  American  Adrainistrationa.  Neither  of 
tbethei)  existing  Administrations  now  hold  power. 
What  is  now — to-day — the  attitude  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the 
ioBtallment  falling  due  in  1852? 

I  understand  that  the  charge  asainst  Mr.  Web- 
ster is,  that,  imn^ediately  upon  his  accession  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State— disregarding  the 
committals  of  the  former  Secretary,  and  without 
tlie  ilightest  respect  to  the  wishes  of  a  neighbor- 
ing power,  and  with  a  most  ungraceful  haste,  he 
transferred  the  business  of  making  these  pay- ^ 
mrnts,  under  the  treaty,  to  certain  capitalists--- 
firiti^  bankers,  if  you  choose — thus  evmcin?  his 
Qtter  divegard  of  true  national  policy,  and  his 
orerweening  desire  to  promote  the  private  inta^ 
esis  of  himself  and  his  friends.    But,  sir,  this 
charge,  whether  true  or.  false,  can  throw  no  light 
apon  the  question  as  to  the  present  views  of  Mex- 
ko  in  regard  to  the  installment  now  becoming  due. 
We  cannot  learn,  by  discussing  Mr.  Webster '9 
co&duct  in  makings  the  arrangement  comolained 
vf,  whether  Mexico  now  wishes  the  j|3,700,000, 
daein  May,  to  be  paid  in  New  York  or  in  Mex- 
ico, and  wnether  Mexico  is  now  making,  in  form, . 
any  application  to  this  Government  upon  the  sub- 
ject. ¥he  money  is  to  be  paid  in  May:  the  treaty 
tdpulates  that  it  is  to  be  paid  in  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico.   The  money  cannot  be  obtained  until  Con- 
gress posses  this  bill.    It  will  require  time  to  make 
the  arrangements  for  exchange,  so  as  to  place  so 
luge  a  sum  in  the  city  of  Mexico  wittiout  de- 
noging  business.    We  cannot  possibly  acquire 
any  material  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  our 
piuo  duty  in  the  premises,  by  spending  hours 
ind  dajra  m  discussing  whether  the  Secretary  of 
State  acted  properly  in  arranging  as  he  did  for  the 
payment  of  the  last  installment. 

I  mdenitand  that  the  arrangement  or  eontract 
vhidi  he  entered  into  (8u\^ect  of  course  to  ratifi- 
cation by  Coneress)  covered  aU  the  installments  to 
become  due  aJter  the  date  of  said  arrangement. 
I  lUkdcntood  this  from  the  debate  of  last  year. 
W^cAmt  lightfuliy  or  wron^ully  acting,  the  Sec- 
CKiax^tlm  the  responsibility  of  making  the  ar- 
ntmmnxjm  advance  of  the-  passage  of  the  law, 
ana  oulir  that  contract  the  installment  of  1851 
Tas  pmi.    Now,  after  our  Government  had,  pro- 
(da/«,  determined  upon  our  line  of  conduct,  am  i  to 
undostand  that  Mexico  yet  wants  the  remaining 
iostaflment  to  be  paid  in  the  city  of  New  York 
ifoa  ear  aeeeptanee  7    Is  any  one  here  ready  to 
lay  that  this  is  the  attitude  of  Mexico  now  before 
the  G^emment  of  the  United  States?    The  anti- 
Qpated  revolution  in  Mexico  did  not  occur.    Aris- 
'  taveni  into  power  without  any  trouble.    Time 
hu  M  nearly  Brought  to  maturity  the  installment 
d«e  in  Mayr  1852,  that  it  would  seem  impossible 
bt  Mexico  to  derive  any  advantage  from  the  pe- 
culiar mmuur  of  making  the  payment  or  the  place 
vbcre  made.    After  the  expression  of  our  aeter- 
niaadon  to  pay  at  Mexico,  according  to  the  treaty, 
1  hmgine  that  Mexico,  has  scarely  continued  to  ap- 
I^Sot  our  a$ccn>tance  at  New  York  even  conceding 
tliat  she  ever  aid  so  apply  formally.    In  making 
tile  arrangement  for    the  payment,  in  advance 
of  the  passage  of  the  law,  the  Secretary  of  State 
loay  have  committed  an  unpardonable  error',  or  he 
Biy  tt^pd  justified  hy  a  plea  of  necessity  from 
vuu  oftime.    This  is  not  the  proper  time  or  oc? 
canon  to  investigate  the  propriety  of  his  conduct. 
Our  duty  is  simple  ana  plain.    The  treaty  atip- 
^iies  the  payment  of  $3,700,000  in  May  next. 
The  Executive  calls  our  attention  to  this  matter, 
snd  o«ir  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bjrin£;s 
b  a  bill  appropriating  the  money.    This  done ,  the 
rtstwiU  remain  with  the  Executive  Department. 
It  is  understood  that  the  arrangement  unaer  which 
^  last  installment  was  paid  also  covers  the  pay- 
Bieat  of  ihis  installment — that  the  Secretary  of 
State  made  but  the  single  arrangement  and  that 
extended  to  the  whole  of  the  payments  to  be 
Blade  imder  the  treaty.    Shall  we  undertake  to 
^her  the  manner  in  which  this  contract,  already 
pertkUy  executed,  is  to  be  carried  out,  or  shall  we 
permit  the  Executive  tp  pay  according  to  the,treaty , 
^il&idii^  the  meai^,  and  then  hold  the  Exec- 
^Uin  to  a  just  responsibilitji  before  the  country  for 
the  iddi|y  and  akiU  with  which  the  duty  shall  have 
^>eeii  dtw^iged  ?    It  seems  •to  jjie  that  all  this  de- 
Wis  iMikSa  wuhea  of  Mexico,  and  about  the 


conduct  of  Mr.^  Webster,  is  out  of  place.  The 
question  was  substantially  decided  in  1850.  The 
whole  subject-matter  is  foregone. 

But  there  will  be  a  time  when  gentlemen  who 
desire  to  discuss  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Webster  will 
hire  an  opportunity.    A  memorial  has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  this  House— the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary — upon  the  consideration 
of  which  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  that  gen- 
tleman in  this  matter,  and  in  regard  to  other  anairs 
of  a  public  nature,  interesting  and  important,  will 
necessarily  pass  in  review  before  the  House  and 
the  country.    The  information  can  by  that  time 
be  procured  in  full,  to  enable  the  House  to  pro- 
nounce its  Judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  that 
pubUc  functionary,  when  his  friends  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  meet  the  issue  fairly  with  his  foes. 
At  present,  eentlemen  are   premature  in  their 
assaults  on  ue  Secretary  ot   State;  and  on  a 
proper  consideration  of  the  question  pjreseiUed  by 
this  hill,  1  hope  it  will  appear  that  we  are  use- 
lessly consuming  precious  time  in  an  extra  discus- 
sion, all  of  whicn  will  be  herea^r  repeated.    1 
advise  gentlemen  to  save  their  ammunition  for  the 
proper  occasion.    It  is  confessed  that  the  informa- 
tion is  not  before  us  upon  which  these  assaults 
are  to  be  justified.    There  is  no  gentleman  upon 
this  floor  who  can  say  that  Mexico  is  now  an  ap- 
plicant before  this  Government  for  any  favor,  or 
for  any  change  as  to  the  time -and  place  of  paying 
the  monev  to  which  this  bill  relates.    No  one  nere 
can  segr  tnat  Mexico  will  now  permit  us  to  pay  the 
remaining  installments  elsewhere  than  is  stipulated 
by  the  treaty.    No  one  here  will  rise  in  his  place 
and  indorse  any  charge  against  the  Secretary  of 
State,  impugning  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  in 
regard  to  Uiis  transaction.     This  business  de- 
mands our  action — our  instant  action.    It  does 
seem  to  me,  und^r  these  circumstances,  that  we 
had  best  proceed  to  pass  the  bill  making  the  ap- 
propriation, so  as  to  have  the  money  ^d  under 
the  treaty  and  according  to  the  treaty.    If  it  shall 
hereafter  appear  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
payments  have  secured  a  loss  to  us,  or  have  ef- 
fected any  imposition  upon  a  weak  neighbor,  let 
the  Executive  take  the  responsibility,  and  we  may 
in  the  dischargeof  our  proper  functions  pronounce 
our  judgment,  condemning  the  course  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  lending  to  it  our  expression  of  appro- 
bation. % 

One  additional  remark  as  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered, or  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  I  shall  have  done.    A 
similar  amendment  was  oflfered  to  the  bill  of  1850, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  installment  due 
in  1851.    I  voted  for  it  then,  because  1  preferred 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  pay  out 
the  public  money,  and  did  not  clearly  perceive 
why  the  payment  should  be  intrusted  to  the  Sec- 
retary or  State.    The  Jlouse  decided  then,  that 
the  Executive  should  not  be  controlled  in  Uie  dis- 
tribution of  these  duties  to  his  heads  of  depart* 
ments,  but  might,  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
confide  the  payment  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    It  was  then  known 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  would  negotiate  the  ar- 
rangement for  the  payment.    If  we  now  reverse 
the  determination  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress,  by 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
future  payments,  and  so  discharee  the  Secretary 
of  State  therefrom,  we  shall  by  Uiat  act  stain  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Webster  as  a  public  officer,  and 
as  a  man,  ^  I  shall  not,  by  any  act  oC  mine,  so 
directly  inflict  an  injury  upon  the  reputation  of 
any  man,  and  surely  I  shall  not  under  the    cir- 
cumstances here  presented,  and  after  what  has 
transpired  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.' 
Webster  touching  these  installments.    I  thought 
we  had  best  cotmnenee,  where  the  gentleman's 
amendment  proposes  we  shall  now  go.    I  voted 
accordingly,  but  with  no  bias  upon  my  mind,  and 
no  desire  oy  that  vote  to  reflect  upon  any  one. 
Were  the  circumstances  the  same,  I  should  so 
vote  again.    But  the  circumstances,  as  I  have 
shown,  are  radically  diflferent.    When  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  assailed  here,  in  the  last  session, 
this  question  was  much  in  the  state  in  which  it  is 
now  presented,  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  the 
House,  by  a  very  decisive  vote,  refused  to  trans- 
fer the  duty  of  making  the  payment  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  to  order  tlie  substitute 
which  contemplal^  the  acceptance  of  the  drafU. 
These  circumstances  render  it  still  n&ore  difficult 
naw  to  intericre  with  the  Ezteutive  in  determin- 


ing the  functionary  who  shall  make  these  pay- 
ments. 

Therefore,  in  the  absence  of  any  knowledge  of 
the  exact  desire  now  entertained  by  the  Mexican 
Government  in  regard  tb  the  place  and  manifer 
of  our  meeting  the  remaining  installments,  and  un- 
willing ever  to  censure  any  man  unless  I  am  cer- 
tain that  my  duty  compels  it,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  it  shall  be  found 
hereafter  that  loss  has  occurred,  or  that  wrong  has 
been  done,  or  frauds  have -paved  the  way  for  spec- 
ulation through  the  instrumentality  of  these  pub- 
lic transaction^,  1  shall  be  ready,  without  the 
slightest  regard  to  party  ties  or  political  affilia- 
tions, to  mark  my  condemnation  in  the  most  pub- 
lic manner  upon  the  guilty. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  concur  most  fully  in  the 
opinion  expreued  by  the  gentkroan  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  this  question  is  presented  to  us  pre- 
maturely. In  tlie  first  place,  even  if  there  has  been 
wrong  done,  there  is  no  pretension  that  the  money 
which  has  heretofore  been  appropriated  for  the 
pturpose  of  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  has  been  diverted  front 
that  purpose^nor  is  mere  any  apprehension  that 
this  appropriation  will  be  diverted  from  tl^e  pur- 
pose for  wnich  we  intend  it.  It  cannot  be  doubted' 
that  there  ifl  a  necessity  that  this  money  shall  be 
speedily  appropriated,  in  order  that  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  may  be  comphed  with,  without  loss  or 
expense  to  the  Government.  The  true  course  is^ 
to  pass  this  bill  and  let  the  money  be  appUed,  and 
then  if  gentlemen  thinkthat  there  has  been  corrupt 
and  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  let  them  come  forward  and  institute  an 
investigation;  but  we  ought  not,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  a  supposed  charge  a^nst  a  high 
officer  of  the  Government,  to  stay  the  "necessary 
proceedings  to  carry  out  this  important  treaty. 
Now  there  is  no  apprehension  that  loss  can  occur 
to  the  Government  by  making  this  payment 
through  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  afterwards  in- 
vestigating his  conduct,  if  necessary;  while  there 
is  great  danger  that  if  we  delay  the  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  making  beforehand  such  an  in- 
vestigation into  his  conduct,  loss  will  occur  to  the 
Gh)vernment. 

Now,  one  word  in  reference  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  take  the  con- 
trol of  this  payment  from,  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  give  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Aside  from  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  it  would  be  an  implied  cen- 
sure on  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  an  investiga- 
tion, I  ask  what  officer  of  the  Government  ought 
to  carry  out  this  treaty  >  Does  it  belong  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  The  payment  of  this  money  is  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  a  treaty.  Has  the  SSbretary 
of'^  the  Treasury  ^jl^ing  to  do  with  the  negotia- 
tion, or  in  the  execution  of  a  treaty?  No,  sir; 
this  properly  devolves  upon  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Why  will  you,  then,  without  any  previous  inves- 
tigation, take  this  duty  from  the  officer  upon  whom 
it  properly  devolves,  the  officer  who  has  chai^  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  give  it  to  another  officer, 
who  has  not  usually  had,  and  never  ought  to  have, 
any  control  over  such  matters  ?  It  befongs  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  the  or^anof  this  Government 
in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  not  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  (interposing.) 
The  gentleman  says  that  the~  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  never  had  chaige  of  matters  of 
this  sort.  I  desire  to  ask  that  gentleaian  whether  a 
former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — ^Mr.  Walker—^ 
did  not  provide  for  the  payment  of  one  of  these 
installments? 

Mr.  DUNHAM,  (resuming.)  I  do  not  know 
but  it  may  have  been  as  the  gentleman  suggests. 
But  what  1  wish  to  say  is>  that  k  is  a  duty  that 
properly  belongs  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  no 
matter  what  has  been  the  course  taken  heretofore, 
if  it  is  a  duty  which  devolves  property  upon  that 
officer,  it  should  be  dischaiged  by  him.  The 
duties  of  the  Government  are  dividM.  They  are 
executive  and  legialative.  Now,  all  that  this 
House  is  called  upon  to  do  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter is,  in  the  proper  discharge  of  their  functions 
as  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gk>vemment^  to 
appropriate  the  money  necessary  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  discharge  his  duty  m  executyig  the 
law,  that  is,  in  comply ir^  with  the  treaty,  for 
there  is  practically  no  difiference  in  these  terms « 
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The  treaty  is  a  law — a  natioDal  law,  and  it  de- 
volves upon  the  Executive  to  see  that  this  law 
shall  be  properly  executed.  And  when  we  step 
out  of  our  own  legitimate  sphere  of  action  and 
uniiertake  to  dictate  ^hat  officer  shall  discharge  a 
particular  duty  belonging  to  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  we  at  once  relieve  the 
Executive  from  all  responsibility  connected  with 
the  disphar^e  of  Uiat  duty  and  take  it  upon  our- 
selves. If  we  undertake  to  dictate  what  officer 
shall  make  the  payment  of  this  money,  I  ask 
with  what  face  can  we  go  back  to  the  President 
and  call  upon  him  for  explanation  in  relation  to 
it?  How  can  we  hold  him  responsible  if  the 
money  shall  be  misapplied  ?  He  will  turn  upon  us 
andL  say,  **  I  am  not  responsible,  because  you 
yourselves  pointed  out  the  officer  who  should  dis- 
charge this  duty  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
should  be  discharged ;  this  officer,  and  not  myself, 
is  responsible  to  you;  he  is  your  agent,  not  mme.*' 
Now.  Tam  for  holding  the  Executive  responsible. 
The  treaty  stipulations  must  be  carried  out,  and  1 
am  for  appropriating  the  money  necessary  to 
carry  it  into  eUect,  and  then  hold  the  Executive 
responsible  for  its  faithful  execution. 

if  ^eytlemen,  then,  suppose  that  these  means 
have  been  inipropei'ly  empk>yed — if  they  suppose 
that  this  law  has  not  been  properly  carriea  into 
execution,  let  them  come  here  and  prefer  their 
charges  before  this  Ijouse,  and  let  the  matter  be 
investi^ted. 

I  wiU  say  one  word  in  reference  to  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  reference 
to  these  charges;  and  perhaps  it  is  not  necessary  to 
say  etren  a  word  upon  that  subject,  for  1  think  the 
chairman  of  thatcomraiitee  has  amply  vindicitted  the 
course  we  havp  pursued  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
What  are  the  duties  of  that  committee  ?  Is  it  their 
duty  to  investigate  all  the  charges  which  may  have 
been  made  against  the  executive  officers  of  the 
Grovernment?  Our  duty  is  to  provide  the  means 
necessary r according  to  law,  for  carrying  on  the 
Government,  and  then  to  see  that  those  means  are 
properly  applied  in  accordance  with  ihe  law.  But 
IS  it  supposed  by  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
that  this  money  will  not  be  applied  in.  accordance 
with  the  law  x>f  the  land,  and  in  accordance  with 
our  treaty  obligations .'  By  those  treaty  obliga- 
tions we  are  to  pay  to  Mexico  a  certain  amount  of 
money.  Now,  if  we  appropriate  that  money,  and 
if  it  i&  applied,  why  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
law,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
nothing  else  to  do  with  the  matter.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  except  to  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  for  carrying  out  the  law,  and  to  see  that 
it  is  applied  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
law.  It  is  just  as  much  the  duty  of  tne  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  DitNET];— every  bit 
as  much — if  he  believes  that  corruption  has  ex- 
isted in  the  execution  of  this4iy|^ty,  to  take  the 
proper  steps  for  having  the  matter  investigated,  as 
It  is  that  of  the  Cqmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  of  any  member  of  that  committee.  If  he  be- 
lieves such  to  be  the  fact — if  he  believes  tliat  this 
money  has  been  misapplied,  it  is  his  duty  to  come 
before  this  House  and  ask  for  an  investigation.. 
That  gentleii^an  says  he  has  been  talking  about 
this  matter  for  two  years.  I  ask  him  if  he  can 
clear  his  conscience  as  a  representative  of  the 
American  people  upon  this  floor,  when  being  satis- 
fied that  these  charges  were  well  grounded,  and,  as 
he  says,  deserving  of  investigation,  when  he  has  not 
insisted  upon  an  investigation  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  did  make  a  move  in  the  mat- 
ter. 3 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Thegentleman  did  not  make 
an  eflectual  move,  or  th«re  would  be  no  necessity 
for  making  it  now.  If  he  made  it,  he  should  have 
followed  it  up  until  the  matter  was  investigated 
and  his  object  was  accomplished. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  did  follow  it  uf>  until  it 
/ailed 

Mr!  DUNHAM.  W'ell,  it  is  plain  that  the 
gentleman  did  not  accomplish  his  object,  else,  why 
IS  the  question  now  before  the  House.'  And  why 
are  we  here  discussing  it?  But  again,  this  ques- 
tion has  been  before  the  House  ever  since  the 
cofnmencement  of  the  session.  These  rumors,  as 
the  gentleman  says,  have  be^n  talked  of  in  the  city 
and  nave  been  mentioned  in  the  public  prints,  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disvet]  has  sat 
here  quietly  in  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House 
and  has  made  no  move  in  reference  to  it  until  now, 
when  the  emergency  is  precipiuited  upoa  us»  when 


we  are  called  upon  to  appropriate  the  money  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  our  treaty  stipulations  with 
Mexico;  and  now  gentlemen  propose  to  delay  this 
appropriation,  'and  thus  stop  the  means  of  the 
Government  to  carry  into  enect  the  provisions  of 
that  treaty  until  this  investigation  can  be  madd^. 
Why,  if  the  investigation  was  to  be  made  at  all, 
it  should  have  been  made  when  the  officer  was 
first  suspected.  The  question  should  at  least  have 
been  raised  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
and  not  now. 

Now,  what  is  the  state  of  the  case.'  The  stipu«> 
lations  of  the  treaty  must  be  carried  into  efifect; 
its  terms  must  be  comphed  with;  but  in  order  to 
comply^ with  these  terms  it  is  necessary  that  a 
certain  amount  of  money  should  be  appropriated. 
It  is,  then, clearly  the  duty  of  this  House  to  appro- 
priate that  amount  of  money^  and  thus  furnish  the 
means  to  the  Administration,  or  the  Executive 
Departfpent,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  That  is  what  we  haVe  to  do.  If  then 
the  Executive  fails  to  apply  the  money  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  ye  have  designed  it,  then  it  will 
be  our  business  <b  investigate  in  relation  to  it. 
But  is  there  any  doubt  upon  that  point.'  Has  the 
charge  been  brought  by  any  one  that  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
former  installments  has  not  been  properly  applied? 
Have  not  the  installments  been  paid  to  the  last 
dollar?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  the  chare^e.  The 
chaise  is,  that  although  the  Executive  has  com- 
plied with  the  treaty — although  the  installment 
has  been  paid  to  the  lost  dollar,  yet  that  in  some 
manner,  they  have  made  a  speculation  out  of  it. 
Well,  is  that  for  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  to  investigate?  The  money  which  has 
been  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
paid  over,  every  dollar  of  it,  and  paid  according 
to  law.  So  far  as  the  duty  of  tjie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  ^oes,  then,  it  has  been  dis- 
charged, if  corrupuon  has  been  practiced  upon 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  upon  the  part 
of  any  other  executive  officer,  it  is  as  much  the 
business  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet] 
to  investigate  it,  as  it  is  for  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  any  member  of  that  coro- 
miuee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,   (interrupdng.)     How  can 
they  investi^te  it  unless  it  is  referred  to  them  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Hout- 
ton]  suggests  that  this  matter  has  not  been  referred 
to  that  committee.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio— for  he  is  a  gentleman  of  a  eood  deal  of  le- 
gislative experience — if  ,it  is  usual,  as  far  as  his 
experience  goes,  for  a  committee  to  act  upon  mere 
vague  rumors,  gotten  up  by  or  circulated  through 
the  neM^papers,  without  the  authority  of  uie 
House?  Our  committee  was  raised — ^for  what 
purpose?  Was  it  raised  as  a  sort  of  grand-jury,  to 
bring  forward  and  investigate  every  vague  char^ 
of  every  person  or  newspaper;  to  hunt  up  every  lit- 
tle slander  or  rumor  which  circulates  about  the  coun- 
try ?  Or  is  it  our  duty  to  carry  out  such  matters  as 
are  referred  to  ua  by  the  House,  either  by  your 
reaolillions  or  by  your  laws,  and  which  we  are 
bound  to  carry  out  and  execute  ?  I  ask,  whether 
it  is  made  a  part  of  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other 
committee  of  this  House,  to  read  the  newspapers 
every  morning,  or  to  walk  up  and  down  the  streets 
of  the  city,  to  learn  what  idle  rumors  are  afloat? 
Or  whether  it  is  a  part  of  my  duty,  as  a  member 
of  that  committee,  to.  enter  into  the  private  contro- 
versies of  speculators,  in  their  scramble  for  spoils? 
For  I  tell  gentlemen,  that  the  great  bone  of 
contention  is  a  contention  between  speculators  for 
the  Job  of  paying  the  three  millions  of  money,  by 
which  they  hope  and  expect  to  make  a  profit  oflT 
of  somebody.  I  had  never  supposed  it  was  my 
duty  to  seize  upon  these  idle  rumors,  and  bring 
them  officially  before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
and  ask  for  action  upon  them  in  the  committee- 
room,  and  convert  ourselves  into  a  sort  of  inquisi  • 
tion,  to  hunt  up  tharges  and  commence  these  in- 
vestigations. I  do  not  believe  this  is  the  business 
of  any  committee  of  this  House;  and  if  it  is,  I 
hope  to  Grod  I  may  never  be  placed  upon  another. 
My  understanding  of  the  duties  of  a  committee  of 
this  House  is,  that  we  are  to  act  upon  such  sub^ 
jects  as  coihe  to  us  legitimately  through  this 
House,  by  the  Uws  of  the  land»  or  by  the  action 
of  the  Hou6e.  Now,  as  to  the  chides  which 
have  bMo  brought  against  tha  Secrttary  of  Stata, 


we  know  tAat  he  has  discharged  his  duty,  as  fur 
as  the  faithful  payment  of  the  money  appropriated 
by  Congress  goes;  but  further  than  that  I  do  not  i 
know.  Grod  knows  that  I  am  no  political  admirer  i 
of  the  Secretary.  I  do  not  stand  up  here  to  vin. 
dicate  him.  I  care  not  for  him  so  far  as  I  am  eon* 
cerned.  All  I  ask  is  that  the  laws  oflhe  land  may 
be  properly  executed,  and  our  treaty  obligations 
faitnfully  compHed  with,  and  that  the  Executire 
officers  of  this  Government  may  have  the  Aeant 
of  carrying  out  the  treaty,  and  that  they  may  use 
those  means  for  that  purpose  in  their  own  way,  so 
that  we  can  hold  them  responsible  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  shall  use  them.  That  is  all.  We 
tire  bound  to  provide  the  means  necessary  to  exe- 
cute the  treaty,  and  let  the  Executive  execute 
them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  taken  up  the  time  of  this 
cmnmittee  longer  than  I  intended,  and  I  will  only 
add  one  thin^  further.    Shall  we  hesitate  in  the 
passage  of  this  law  and  appropriating  the  money 
necessary  to  carry  out  tne  stipulations  of  tha 
treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  the  malice 
and  revengeful  feelings  that  have  been  er^endert^ 
amongstcertain  stock-jobbers  against  the  Secretary 
of  State,  because  they  did  not  happen  to  be  the 
fortunate  speculators  in  this  transaction  ?    That  is 
the  real  question  at  issue,  and  you  cannot  escape 
it.    It  is  a  question  whether  we  shall  embarrass  toe 
action  of  the  Executive  branch  of  this  Government 
by  these  charges,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  tlie     ^ 
malice  of  those  who  have  been  thwarted  in  their 
purpose  of  obtairfing  the  contract  for  the  payment 
of  tnis  installment.  The  experience  of  every  man 
in  these  trani^ctions  is,  that  this  money  ought  to 
be  appropriated,  and  that  speedily,  in  order  to  en- 
able the  Government  to  transfer  the  money  in  the 
usual  way  to  the  Mexican  Government  in  time  to     ■ 
make  the  payment  by  the  day  stipulated.    To  do 
this  we  have  no  tijne  to  lose.    If  we  delay  we  may 
incur  much  additional  expense  and  trouole  to  our 
Government  in  making  this  payment,  the  respon* 
sibility  of  which  must  rest  upon  those  who  obserticX 
the  speedy  passage  of  this  oill. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  did  not  propose  to  say  aoocher 
word  to  the  committee,  in  aadition  to  nAux  haa 
already  fallen  from  gentlerAen,  upon  this  sob^t^ 
but  the  course  of  remark  indulged  in  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  just  taken  their  seats,  [Messrs. 
Mahshall  and  Ditnham,]  compels  me  to  say  a. 
word  or  two  in  reply. 

I  confess  that  1  cannot  see  what  there  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject  that  so  utterly  blinds  urn 
to  aU  investigations  iir  regard  to  these  chav^cs. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts  of  the  case?    Allegationfl 
have  been  made  here  involving  two  distinct  points. 
One  is,  that  the  bargain  made,  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  was  not  a  just  one  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  The  second  one  is,  that  by  tht 
payment  of  the  money  upon  the  draft  of  the  Mexi- 
can  Governmeht,  the  interests  and  wishes  of  that 
Grovernment,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  would  be  better  con  suited  than  by  the  pay- 
ment now  proposed  to  be  made.    These  chargei 
are. made,  and  they  are  important  ones.    If  they 
have  not  been  made  on  this  floor,  they  have  been 
through  the  public  prints  of  this  city,  as  I  stated 
befonre,  and  in  the  loboies  of  this  House,  until  some 
members  of  the  House  have  become  convinced  that 
there  is  reasonable  ground  for  the  inquiry.  Wha^ 
then,  is  the  objection  to  the  investigations  proposed? 
Why  do  gentlemen  rise  here  and  denounce  it? 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 
says  we  should  first  pass  this  bill,  and  then  hold 
the  Executive  responsible  for  the  improper  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  ask  the-gentleman  from 
Ohio,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  say  that  the  Mex- 
ican Government  desire  that  this  installment  shall 
be  paid  otherwise  than  in  the  manner  provided  for 
in  the  treaty  ?  '  * 

Mr.  OlSNEY.    Th«re  is  reasonable  gnmm 
for  the  inquiry  to  ascertain  whether  the  met  b* 
so  or  not.    And  why  will  gentlemen  risa  here* 
and  refuse  the  li^ht,  and  refbse  me  the  informa' 
tion  whfch  I  desire  in  ordef  to  enable  me  to  vo^ 
intelligently?  ..But  we  are  told  that  all  that  thi^ 
House  has  to  do  is  to  appropriate  the  money,  aD4 
place  it  at  the  disposition  of  the  Executive,  ar^, 
our  treaty  obligations  are  discharged  as  far  as  th'^ 
House  is  concerned.    "Let  me  ask  of  that  gentl^ 
man,and  every  member  of  this  House,  have  we,  <^^ 
those  of  us  who  have  asked  for  ihfcMBatioo  i^ 
order  to  anablaua  to  Tota  iiicdlifratl^^x>ii  uji^ 
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m&tter,  shown  any  disposition  to  violate  the 
t^nns  of  the  treaty  >  No,  sir.  We  are  nol  dis- 
posed to  be  guilty  of  any  act  which  could  be  con- 
■inied  into  a  riomtron  of  the  interests  or  the  good 
feelings  which  ought  to  exist  between  this  country 
and  the  Government  of  Mexico.  We  are  exactly 
%p9n  the  other  side  of  this  matter.  And  when  it  is 
represented  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  wishes 
that  this  matter  should  be  arranged  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  of  the  last  installment,  it  is 
D^esnu'y  that  this  matter  should  be  inquired  into, 
ami  we,  who  ask  for  this  information,  wish  to 
consult  at  once,  bothtbe  interest  and  wishes  of 
ibc  Government  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  for  both  are  involved  in 
thh  matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  interpose  any  delay. 
To  obtain  the  information  we  ask  for  will  not 

Srevent  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  time  to  make 
le  payment.  Never  before  in  the  history  of 
le^iatation  was  it  heard,  that  when  it  is  suggested 
that  money  was  about  to  l^e  improperly  used, 
either  as  regards  the  pecuniary  interest  of  this 
coaniry,  or  as  it  tends  to  disturb  the  good  feeling 
vhieh  exists  between  this  country  and  the  Gov- 
trAoMot  of  Mexico,  and  we  rise  up  here  and  ask 
for  inYbrmadon  in  order  to  arrest  and  to  prevent 
that  sort  of  action,  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  say. 
No,  no,  the  executive  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment tM  charged  with  the  execution  of  treaties,  and 
ve  win  p1ac«  the  money  in  their  hands  and  leave 
(be  rcapoosibititT  with  them. 

Mr.  DUNHAM,  (interrupting.)     The  gentle- 
man teems  to  base  his  remarks  upon  the  hypothe- 
lis  thai  Mexico  herself  desires  this  change  to  be 
ma^    No  response  has  been  made  to  the  ^en- 
(leman  from  Kentucky  who  puts  this  question, 
vhedMr  any  j^entleman  is  wilnng  to  say  that  the 
&lexioui  Government  is  desirous,  at  this  time,  Tor 
mdi  It  chance  to  be  made.    I  wish  to  put  another 
<yiiniail?,  U  is,  whether  this  whole  matter,  so  far 
tstMieatican  Government  is  concerned,  was  not 
bfM|yi3bQiit  by  speculators  who  went  from  here 
thetf^'ftr  iie  purpose  of  inducing  that  Govern- 
ment Uf^  melange  this  mode  of  payment  for  their 
owBUftate  benefit.^    And  whether,  in  inducing 
that  qoVeriiment  to  do  this,  they  did  riot  address 
tttaaidtea  to  the  necessities  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
tnuwibt,  which  necessities  made  that  Government 
Mr%  Id  appropriate  this  indemnity  a  little  sooner 
than  It  «ould  if  it  was  paid  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  as  now  proposed,  and  that  that  in- 
^odeiitoit  was  what  operated  upon  the  Mexican 
Govcfnment? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
tike,pertinency  or  the  importance  of  this  question. 
Wt  ftave  certain  facts  charged,  and  with  them 
ve^ave  to  deal.  Now,  of  what  importance  is  it 
(oUusUotiBe,  what  caused  the  Mexican  Govern- 
meol-lo  do  it?  Ilia  charged~that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
cntment  does  wish  this  installment  paid  here,  and 
veaiSkthat  you  shall  make  an  official  investiga- 
tiofl  and  an  official  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the 
^^ '  Bot  what  are  gentlemen  doing.'  They  are 
idm^tia  to  pass  this  bill,  and  by  their  acts,  their 
^oeCims,ana  the  policy  they  advocate,  they  seek 
to  vi&hoid  from  u«  the  information  we  desire  with 
regsrdto  the  facts  charged,  and  they  rise  up  here 
m  Mk  us  whether  we  know  them  to  be  true. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  do  not 
ckooee  that  the  country  shall  understand  from  the 
Spsof  the  gentUraan  that  there  are  charges  here 
vhich  1  attempted  at  all  events  to  smother.  I  ask 
^gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet]  who  makes 
tt« charges?  Where  are  they  made.'  and  are  you 
*ilKiif,  upon  your  official  responsibility,  to  intro- 
^tweie  charpfM  to  the  notice  of  the  country.' 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  will  respond  to  the  gentleman 
*ith  Hreat  pleasirre.'  I  say  again  that  the  public 
piiolft  of  your  city  have  teemed  with  charges  of 
UiistfMt  I  say  I  have  heard  these  charges  until 
iheybiive  brotight  to  my  mind  the  conviction  that 
th«f»  ii  reasonable  grounds  to  put  this  House 
^pmlSkt  inqttirr.  And  it  is  not  requisite  that  a 
nie«b«',  or  thiar  body  should  be  satisfied  of  their 
trtfh, Otitis  sufficient  vfhen  the  House  or  any 
of  ilt  usmbeni  shall  be  satisfied  that  there  are 
rriiMlbIs  i^oonds  for  the  inquiry,  to  make  it 
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proper  that  this  House  should  make  that  inquiry. 
How  are  we  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  true  or 
not?  That  is  the  point  which  we  are  seeking  to 
arrive  aL  Gentlemen  ask  me  whether  I  am  will- 
ing to  state  that  they  are  true?  I  am  not;  but  I 
want  to  be  advised  as  to  whether  they  are  true  or 
not.  You  want  me  to  vote  with  reference  to  this 
bill,  while  the  truth  of  these  charges  is  undeter- 
mined. What  objection  can  be  fairly  urged  to- 
wards the  course  suggested?  What  tangible,  fair, 
solid,  and  substantial  reason  can  be  urg^  upon  an 
unbiased  and  impartial  mind^  why  this  House 
should  not  make  the  inquiry,  and  possess  itself  of 
the  proofs  in  regard  to  the  charges  made?  The 
cotintry  will  ask  you  why,  when  tliese  charges 
pending  and  made  in  the  public  prints,  you  did 
not  maTte  the  inauiry,  to  know  whether  they  were 
true  or  false?  1  hat  is  all  I  desire.  But  you  ob- 
ject to  it.  No,  not  fairly,  not  solidly.  Then  why 
this  constant  opposition  io  obtaining  the  informa- 
tion wiili  regard  to  this  matter?  Why  will  gen- 
tlemen seek  to  withhold  from  us  that  kind  of  in- 
formation which  will  enable  us  to  act  and  vote 
"intelligently  in  regard  to  it?  But  we  are  told  that 
we  ought  to  pass  tliis  bill,  and  then  afterward  hold 
the  Administration  responsible  for  a  proper  appli- 
cation of  the  money.  Sir,  what  would  be  said  if 
a  man  was  told  that  the  groom  who  had  the  charg^e 
of  his  horse  intended  to  make  way  with  the  ani- 
mal, and  he  should  say  let  him — he  has  the  charge 
of  him ;  I  will  take  no  preventive  steps;  but  if  he 
does  the  deed  I  will  hold  him  responsible  for  tlie 
act?  Why,  such  a  course  would  earn  but  scorn. 
In  this  cose  it  is  worse,  for  we  are  but  tlie  agents 
of  the  people,  and  we  have  been  told  that  such 
things  are  intended ;  and  if  we  shall  pass  this  bill, 
and  place  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  subsequent  developments  should  prove 
the  charges  true,  with  what  face  could  gentlemen 
stand  up  and  face  their  country  and  face  their 
constituents?  You  will  be  asked,  why  did  you 
permit  this  thing  to  be  done?  You  knevi  that  the 
facts  were  charged,  and  vet  you  gave  the  means 
to  l^e  perverted.  Of  what  avail  would  be  your 
defence?  Oh,  yes!  we  knew  that  the  facts  were 
charged,  but  we  determined  to  hold  the  Adminis- 
tration responsible  afterwards.  As  to  this,  sort  of 
by-flings  as  to  this  matter  of  opposition  having 
been  started  by  speculators  out  oi  doors,  I  knoM( 
nothing,  I  care  nothing;  for  they  are  not  important 
to  the  issue.  The  charges  are  grave  and  import- 
ant, and,  as  I  have  said,  they  have  brought  to  my 
mind  the  conviction  that  they  are  reasonable 
endu^h  in  their  character  to  put  this  House  upon 
inquiry,  and  I  desire  that  inquiry  to  be  made;  and 
I  repeat,  I  cannot  understanu  why  it  is  that  gen- 
tlemen oppose  every  effort  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion. Tne  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dun- 
ham] asks  why  I  did  not  make  the  oner  before? 
I  did  at  the  last  session,  but  this  same  sort  of  op- 
position then  met  me  that  meets  me  now.  The 
gentleman  says,  why  did  you  not  make  it  before 
this  session?  How  could  I  make  it  more  oppor- 
tunely tlian  when  the  question  itself  was  before 
the  House?  I  might  upon  some  resolution  day, 
if  I  had  been  smart  enough  to  out-hollow  and  out- 
jump  some  fifty  gentlemen  struggling  for  the  floor 
at  tlie  same  time,  have  got  a  resolution  of  that  sort 
in.  But  certainly  there  could  be  no  opportunity, 
no  time  so  pertinent  as  when  the  subject  was  up 
before  the  House.  It  is  now  up  for  the  first  time, 
and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity.  But  I  ask 
the  gentleman  to  put  it  to  himself,  to  his  own 
judgment,  to  his  own  conscience,  to  say  how  he 
can  feel  justified  to  his  constituents,  when  he  puts 
every  obstacle  in  his  power  in  the  way  of  obtain- 
ing information  to  enable  this  House  to  decide 
whether  these  charges  are  true  or  false. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  choose  to  allow  the 
gentleman,  by  that  kmd  of  inquiry,  to  place  me 
m  a  false  position  before  the  country.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  gentleman  can,  if  he  will  consider  for 
a  moment,  with  propriety  make  such  an  inquiry 
as  that  after  the  remarks  I  made.  My  object  is 
not  to  stifle  this  inquiry.  No  person  will  be  found , 
who  will  devote  more  ardent  energy  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  inquiry,  than  I  myself,  at  a  proper 


time  and.  upon  a  prdper  occasion.  I  say  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  and  occasion,  because  ui  doing 
it,  you  obstruct  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and 
lose  more  to  the  Government  by  delaying  this  pay* 
ment,  than  you  can  gain,  for  the  reason  that  you 
may  now  make  this  payment  under  tliis  contract, 
and  lose  nothing  to  the  Grovemment  by  transport^ 
ation  and  exchange,  Jf  you  delay  this  matter  i 
until  it  is  too  late  to  execute  the  contract  that  has 
already  been  made,  you  will  have  to  aeod  jrour 
own  agent  there  to  pay  this  money.  But  when 
you  do  that,  I  apprehend  you  will  lose  more  by 
the  operation,  than  you  will  save  by  this  investiga- 
tion. I  do  not  object  to  the  investigation,  and  I 
hope  no  friend  of  the  Secretary  of  State  will  object 
to  it,  for  if  he  is  an  honest  man,  who  has  done  his  • 
duty  properly,  he  ought  not  to  fear  an  investiga- 
tion; and  if  he  has  not,  the  country  is  interested  in 
having  it  made.  U  is  not  the  investigation  I  avoid , 
but  it  is  the  time  at  which  ii  is  proposed  to  be 
made.  I  wish,  while  I  am  up,  to  make  another 
suggestion.  This  whole  controversy  is  not  about 
the  manner  in  which  the  money  shall  be  paid,  but 
about  the  men  and  the  officer  throtigh  whom  it 
shall  be  paid — who  shall  have  the  contract  to  pay 
it.  In  other  words,  it  is  as  io  who  shall  have  the 
pickings  arising  from  the  job. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Dunham]  has  found  out,  that  there  is  great 
danger  of  the  non-execution  of  the  treaty  if  we  ^ 
should  now  make  the  investigation,  and  tnat  the 
treaty  stipulations  cannot    be  executed  -if  this 
House  endeavors  to  avail  itself  of  the  necessary 
information,  to  enable  it  to  act  intelligently  in  re-  ' 
gard  to  the  affair.     Why,  sir,  one  of  the  matters 
chai^ged  is  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  now 
standing  ready  to  receive  the  money  here.    But, 
says  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  if  you  are  de*  ' 
laying  this  matter,  and  going  through  a4ongand  ' 
tedious  inquiry,  tlie  time  will  have  flown  and  past  • 
by,  and  the  contractors  will  either  refuse  or  beun- - 
able  to  make  this  payment  in  Mexico  at  the  time  '* 
limited  and  required  by  the  terms  of  die  treaty 
itself.    I  repeat,  sir,  if  the  charges  be  true,  the  i 
money  can  be  paid  here,  and  at  oncoMsonsult  both  - 
the  interest  ofour  Government  in  a  pecuniary  point  ■• 
of  view,  and  do  an  act  of  courtesy  towards  the 
Mexican  Government.    If  it  is  not,  as  the  gentbe^  « 
man  from  Indiana  seenis  to  think,  that  it  is  aroe^s  " 
question  of  dollars  and  cents,  but  were  it,  that  is  of  • 
sufficient  importance,  in  myjudgment,  to  attract  th« 
attention  of  this  House.    The  people,  sir,  expect 
us  to  have  a  regard  for  the  Treasury.    They  ex- 
pect us  to  make  such  an  administnition  of  their  • 
affairs,  so  far  as  they  may  come  under  our  con- 
trol, as^will  consult  their  pockets. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Mexican  Government 
wishes  to  avoid  the  influence  which  British  bank-  • 
ers  would  and  do  exercise  over  them  by  having 
control  of  the  payn>ent  of  tliis  money — ^that  Uiey 
would  prefer  to  nave  it  paid  here  by  the  Gh>vem- 
ment  to  their  own  agent,  upon  their  own  direct 
tion.  The  objects  and  benefits  to  be  accomplished, 
then,  are  twofold:  first,  the  saving  of  money  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States^  and  secondly, 
the  relief  of  the  Mexican  Government  from  the 
imfluence  of  British  bankers,  which  they  so  much 
desire  to  avoid.    But  to  suppose  that  the  execu-  ' 
tion  of  the  treaty  will  be  seriously  endangered  by  - 
an  offer  upon   the  part  of  this  House  to  obtain 
from  the  secretary  of  Slate  the  information  which  ' 
will  enable  this  House  to  decide  upon  the  truth  or  ' 
falsehood  of  the  charges  mentionea,  is  tooabsurd, 
in  my  judgmenty.to  require  a  serious  refutation  at   . 
my  hands.    We  ask  but  light;  and  let  us  have  it,  m 
that  w>e  may  be  enabled  to  vote  intelligently  upon  - 
this  bill.    1  desire  at  the  proper  time  to  offer  a  '* 
resolution  to  call  for  this  intbrmation.    It  is  sU 
moonshine — it  is  downright  absurdity  to  talk-  of 
endangering  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  becanss> 
the  House  wishes  to  direct  sudi  an  inquiry  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.    The  infortnation  can  be  ob- 
tained in  forty-eight  hours,  and  thus  with  but 
little  delay  the  bill  can  be  passed. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  there  is  any  • 
other  gentleman  who  4eiire«  to  address  the  eom-.^ 
mittee  upon  this  subject,  I  wish  he  would  do  so 
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now,  as  I  do  not  wiah  to  ^>eak  until  I  liave  heard 
all  that  gentlemen  desire  to  oflfer* 

Mri  BROOKSi  I  wish  to  call  the  aUention 
of  members  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  this 
Krhole  subject  was  discussed  at  ereat  length  last 
jear,  and  all  the  facts  which  could  be  elucidated, 
were  brought  out  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
and  fVom  the  documents  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  of  which  I  had  then 
the  honor  of  being  a  member.  These  surmises, 
these  ambiguous  voices  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Disnet)  has  given  utterance 
to,  as  has  also  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
McMuLLiN,]  were  scattered  not  so  much  through 
this  House  as  they  were  throu|;h  the  newspapers, 
and  I,  as  a  friend  of  the  Admmistration,  as  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  being  a  member  of  his  own  State,  felt  it 
my  duty  to  rise  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  and 
state  such  surmises  and  suspicions  were  afloat, 
and  I  called  upon  the  House  to  take  action  upon 
the  matter  at  that  time,  before  they  voted  upon  the 
appropriation.  This  is  the  fact,  and  every  gentle- 
man who  was  then  a  member  knows  that  such 
was  the  fact.  The  mode  of  payment  I  did  not 
approve;  and  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  of 
that  bill,  I  submitted  a  proposition,  I  may  say,  on 
behalf  of  some  of  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion, certainly  of  this  portion  of  the  House,  and 
with  whom  i  was  connected,  that  that  contract  be 

Fut  up,  hs  loans  are  put  up,  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
stated  to  the  House,  and  I  have  the  debate  and 
record  before  me,  that  however  the  House  then 
acted,  having  all  of  these  facts  before  them,  it  was 
not  in .  the  power  of  members  hereafter  upon  this 
floor,  as  fair  men  to  the  Administration,  to  rise 
again  and  make  opposition,  when  the  House  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  putting  this  contract  up  to 
the  lowest  oidder.  I  dia  not  approve  of  the  man- 
ner that  it  was  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  make  the  payment.  In  and 
out  of  committee  I  resisted  Uiat  mode  of  payment; 
and  I  said  at  that  time  that  I  wished  to  make  a 
record,  and  that  I  wished  the  House  to  stand  upon 
the  recordln  throwing  the  facts  before  the  House, 
or  before  the  country,  with  all  the  surmises  and 
imputations  against  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  wished  the  House  either  to  in- 
dorse or  reject  the  action  of  the  Administration, 
and  as  a  friend  of  that  Administration,  I  wished 
that  contract  to  be  put  up  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
How  did  the  House  act?  I  obtained  only  fifty 
votes  for  it  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 

.  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  after  a  great  struggle, 
and  with  difliculty;  but  when  the  question  was 
brought  b^ore  the  House  I  could  not  obtain 
enough  for  it  to  make  a  record,  by  the  call  of  the 
yeas  and  nays.  There  were  but  fifteen  members 
who  rose  upon  the  floor  and  were  disposed  to 
make  jhe  record.  If  the  contract  had  been  put  up 
to  the  lowest  bidder  at  that  time,  a  large  sum  of 
money  would  have  been  made  by  the  Oovemment. 
The  House  having  passed  this  bill,  it  failed  for 
want  of  action  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and 

-there  it  died.  It  has  so  happened  from  the  failure 
of  the  bill  to  pass,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
contractors  to  make  money.  Now  the  only  means 
by  which  they  could  make  money,  was  by  having 
the  securities  of  this  Oovemment.  They  alone 
would  then  have  held  the  securities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  could  loan  m<5ney  to  Mexico,  having 
adequate  securities  for  its  repayment.  There 
being  no  appropriation  upon  the  part  of  this 
House  and  Oovemment,  they  had  no  securities 
whereby  they  could  lend  money  to  Mexico  so  as 
to  secure  a  repayment,  and  thereby  they  have 
been  deprived  of  the  means  of  making  the  profits 
I  anticipated,  and  which  they  would  have  made 
had  the  law  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
There  now  has  arisen  altogether  a  different  state 
of  things  from  what  existed  then.  The  faith  of 
the  Gk>vemment  is  pledged  in  the  treaty  of  Oua- 
dalupe  Hidalgo.  In  May  next  the  payment  must 
be  made — no  matter  what  it  costs — under  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  There  is  no  time 
to  put  it  up  as  a  loah  and  offer  it  to  the  highest 
biader.  There  is  no  means  by  which  the  Uov- 
ernment  can  make  the  three  and  a  half  per  cent. 
it  had  in  its  power  to  make  then.  The  contract- 
ors, or  whosoever  take  it,  can  hardly,  I  think — 
though  I  have  not  studied  the  state  of  exchanges — 
make  anvthbg  at  all  under  any  sort  of  contract, 
such  as  taeynrould  have  made  nad  the  appropria- 
-tion  passed  at  that  time.    The  gentleman  from 


Ohio,  [Mr.  Disnet,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir'*- 
ginia,  [Mr.  McMdllin,]  both  old  members  with 
myself,  had  all  of  these  facts  before  them.  The 
country  possessed  also  a  knowledge  of  all  these 
facts.    They  are,  sir,  all  upon  the  record  to  a 

Seat  extent.  If  it  had  been  the  desire  of  the 
ou9e  to  take  the  responsibility,  and  the  House 
could  have  taken  it,  not  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  did 
pass,  without  fifteen  members  rising  to''  call  for 
the  ydas  and  nays,  I  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
it  is  nol^air  dealing;  it  is  not  honorable,  afler  a 
friend  of  the  Administration  rose  upon  the  floor  of 
the  House  and  challenged  investigation,  and  pre- 
dicted that  this  state  of  things  would  arise  here, 
now  a  year  after  to  scatter  forth  these  ambiguous 
voices  and  these  reproaches.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  defend  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  scorn  to  defend  him  against  any  re- 
proach of  bribery  or  corruption  made  here.  If 
there  is  in  this  House  one  who  will  make  these 
charges  against  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  will  make  a  mark  for  himself  which  aflertime 
will  declare  to  be  more  disgraceful  than  the  impu- 
tation involved.  He  is  a  man  above  any  eulo- 
ffium.  1  challenge,  in  his  behalf,  invesugation 
from  beginning  to  end.  I  challenge  any  member 
standing  at  the  head  of  any  committee,  to  make 
any  char^.  I  will  vote  lor  any  committee  of 
investigation  whatsoever.  As  for  the  Secretary 
of  State,  I  do  not  know  with  what  propriety 
charges  are  made  against  him  here^this,  more  than 
they  were  last  year.  It  was  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  making 
that  contract  as  I  proposed — to  give  it  to  the  low- 
est bidder.  I  do  not  believe — nay  I  feel  assured 
of  it  as  any  man  can  be,  that  there  was  no  dis- 
honesty, no  corruption,  no  reproach  to  be  attached 
to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  investigated  and  ex- 
plained all  of  those  facts,  and  the  connection  he 
nad  with  that  transaction,  in  my  speech  published 
at  length  in  the  Congressional  Glohe,  now  before 
me.  1  said  then  what  I  say  now,  that  it  ought  to 
have  been  put  up  as  a  loan  to  the  highest  bidder. 
That  was  my  impression  at  that  time,  and  is  my 
impression  now.  But  no  contract  was  made,  and 
no  contract  could  be  made  which  would  bind  this 
House  in  ainr  manner  whatsoever.  It  was  not  in 
the  power  of'^any  department  of  this  Government 
to  make  a  contract  for  the  negotiation  of  its  pay- 
ment before  an  appropriation  jupon  the  part  of 
Congress  had  been  made.  Tne  Government 
coula  make  an  arrangement  only  after  the  appro- 
priation had  been  made. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Does  t^e 
genUeman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  say 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  entered  into  no 
contract  as  to  the  manner  of  paying  this  debt  and 
the  person  by  whom  it  was  to  be  paid  } 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  say  now  as  I  did  then,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  enter  into  any  contract,  and  that  whatsoever  ar- 
rangement, or  contract  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so, 
he  made,  was  known  to  tne  contracting  parties  to 
depend  upon  the  appropriation  bv  this  House  of 
the  three  millions— that  it  was  suoiect  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House.  The  action  of  this  House  was 
the  approval  of  the  arrangement,  and  the  appro- 

(»riation  was  carried  by  an  immense  majority,  so 
arge  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  obtain  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  record.  T  trust  I  am  un- 
derstood by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Marshall,]  for  this  is  an  important  p>oint.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  anything  more  necessary  to 
be  said  for  the  vindication  of  my  course  upon  this 
subject.  1  only  wish  to  be  unoerstood  further,  if 
I  have  not  been  sufficiently  understood,  that  now 
there  is  entirely  a  different  state  of  things  from 
what  there  was  last  year.  The  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo  must  be  immediately  fulfilled,  cmd 
the  quicker  this  law  passes  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  upon  ^e  better  terms  can  arrangements 
be  made;  and  the  longer  it  is  put  ofiT  the  more  it 
will  co8t  the  country.  Therefore  it  is  the  interest 
of  this  House  to  let  the  Departments  make  the  ar- 
rangement or  contract  in  whatsoever  manner  ia 
most  beneficial  to  this  Government. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  obtained  the-  floor, 
but  ffave  way  to — 

Nir.  GIDDINGS.  I  desire  to  make  but  a  few 
remarks  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  yield  the  floor  unconditionally  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  cannot  yield  the  floor  for  ex- 


planation; but  I  hate  no  objection  to  yielding  it 
unconditionally.  I  presume,  considering  the  offi<» 
cial  connection  I  stand  in  relation  Uy  this  matter, 
that  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  allow 
me  to  be  heard,  i  do  not  want  to  speak  nntf 
liave  heard  all  that  is  to  be  said. 

Cries  of  "Certainly!") 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  This  being  the  first  oppor- 
tunity  I  have  had,  I  will  throw  myself  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  in 
reply  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Taylor,]  which  will 
be  about  as  much  in  order  as  anything  that  ham 
been  said  upon  this  question.     [Laughter.] 

rCries  of^  ••  Certainly  I"  "  Go  ahead  !'T 

The  subject-matter  of  the  resolution ,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, was  an  expression  of  our  sympathy  for 
Governor  Kossuth,  and  inviting  him  to  this  body 
for  the  part  which  he  took  in  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom  by  the  people  of  Hungary.  Several  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor  most  strenuously  opposed  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  among  others  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Tatlor.]  In  the  remarks  which 
he  made,  and  which  I  did  not  notice,  and  which 
it  was  not  my  intention  to  notice,  he  made  a  very 
direct  allusion  to  me  as  one  holding  extreme  opin- 
ions, and  that  sort  of  thing,  so  common  are  the 
allusions  to  my  opinions  by  other  gentlemen ,  as 
well  as  my  colleague,  when  they  have  nothing  to 
say,  that  I  never  think  of  replying  to  them* 
However,  upon  that  occasion,  finding  my  col- 
league, a  few  years  since,  together  with  several 
other  gentlemen,  opposing  that  resolution,  had 
taken  a  course  whicn  appeared  to  me  to  be  directly 
opposed  to  the  one  they  were  pursuing  on  the 
occasion  just  refei-red  to,  I,  with  the  utmost  good 
feeling,  and  with  not  a  single  thought  of  ill  will  to 
any  human  being  upon  the  earth,  I  took  the  priv- 
ilege .of  referring  to  their  former  action  upon  a 
resolution  of  sympathy  with  the  people  of  France. 
Now,  I  call  the  committee  to  bear  testimony,  thac 
there  was  nothing  unkind  in  my  remarks — that  I 
showed  no  malignity  or  ill  will  to  my  colleague. 
God  forbid  that  I  should.  I  intendra  simply  to 
exhibit  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  his  incon- 
sistency upon  the  one  subject  only,  of  having- 
voted  for  the  resolutions  of  sympathy  with  France, 
and  now  opposing  the  resoluUons  of  sympathy 
with  Hungary,  as  he  did.  I  sent,  therefore,  to 
the  Clerk  ^s  desk  the  resolutions  as  they  were  in- 
troduced,  and  two  of  them  were  read.  They 
were  not  all  read,  as  my  colleague  has  aeaerted, 
though  I  have  no  idea  he  intended  any  ^misrepre- 
sentation. I  did  not  at  that  time  recollect  or  bear 
in  mind  that  those  resolutions  were  amended  sub* 
sequently.  But  when  aAerwarjs  reminded  of  it 
by  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Yknablk,') 
in  the  report  of  my  remarks  I  directed  the  re- 
porter to  insert  the  resolution  as  amended  instead 
of  the  resolution  as  read,  aj[id  it  went  out  to  the 
world  with  the  literal  truth  in  all  its  parts.  I  did 
it  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  and  I  so  informed  my 
colleajgue  at  the  time;  and  at  that  time  he  expressed 
no  dissatisfaction.  Had  he  done  so,  I  should 
have  endeavored  to  satisfy  him.  1  then  under- 
stood him  to  be  perfectly  satisfied,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen alluded  to  in  my  remarks  declared  them- 
selves perfectly  satisfiea. 

But  to  the  point :  The  resolution  of  sympathy 
with  France  was  the  subject  of  every  wora 
that  I  spoke  in  relation  to  my  colleague.  I  made 
no  reference  to.mere  words;  and  nrty  remarks  ap- 
plied to  the  resolution  as  passed,  with  aH  the  force 
that  they  referred  to  the  resolution  aa  introduced. 
There  was,  then,  in  point  of  fact,  no  injustice  to 
my  collfAgue— none  intended,  none  perpetrated 
upon  him.  Yet  there  was  a  technical  difference 
in  the  resolutions  as  introduced  and  as  passed;  and 
as  I  have  before  stated,  he  seized  upon  that  vari- 
ance of  words,  nof  of  substance,  for  the  purpose 
of  attributing  to  me  a  wanton  attack  upon  nim, 
and,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  good  humor,  to  say 
that  **  I  must,  therefore,  believe  it  was  the  desi^ 
of  the  gentleman  to  misrepresent  me  knowipgfy, 
willfully,  and  maliciously,  by  a  false  allegation." 
Well,  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  believe  that  my 
colleague  is  the  only  human  being  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth  who  entertains  such  an  opinion. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  the  resolution  aa  adopt- 
ed, for  which  he  voted,  was  in  substance  the  same 
as  th e  resolution  ofiered .  My  colleague,  in  making 
his  statement,  was  guilty  of  perpetrating  two  or 
three  mistakes,  to  which  I  wiU  call  his  attention. 
The  resolutions,  as  they  were  introduced,  my  col- 
league says,  were  not  received.    The  gentlemao 
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if  mistaken.  He  appears  to  have  been  not  only 
in  &vor  of  the  resolution  as  introduced  by  our 
colleague  at  that  time,  [Mr.  Gummikgs,]  but  he 
TOted  to  suspend  the  rules  of  this  House  in  order 
to  have  them  introduced,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  the  resolutions  received.  They  were 
discussed  through  the  day.  Now,  far  be  it  from 
me  to  say  that  my  colleague  intended  any  misrep- 
resentation.  It  must  have  escaped  his  examina- 
tion. Yet  I  have  as  much  reason  to  charge  him 
with  willful  and  malicious  intention  as  he  had  to 
charge  me.  Again:  On  the  10th  of  April,  a  week 
tabsequently,  my  colleague  expressed  his  appro- 
bation for  the  resolutions  as  originally  introauced 
by  again  voting  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  take 
them  up  for  discussion.  The  rules  were  agsun  sus- 
pended— the  resolutions  were  a^am  taken  up  and 
discussed,  and  in  the  course  of  mat  day  they  were 
amended,  and  as  amended  my  colleague  voted  for 
tbem.  Here  is  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
his  case.  As  I  said  before,  I  had  no  idea  of  cen- 
nuing  my  colleague  any  further  than  to  show  his 
•ymfMthy  with  France  by  voting  for  those  resolu- 
tions, and  his  opposition  to  one  expressing  sym- 
pathy with  Hungary.  My  colleague  has  mis- 
taken me,  when  he  says  I  have  made  any  roisra> 
retentation  in  regard  to  him  knowingly.  1  thougnt 
the  gentleman  had  been  guilty  of  impropriety, 
and  I  felt  it  deeply.  When  I  saw  him  here  during 
that  day  in  his  military  manner — ^for  my  colleague 
is  a  general,  [lau^ter,] — march  out  of  the  Hall, 
and  when  the  tellers  were  counting  he  counUr- 
marching  instead  of  mareking 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  Will  the  gentleman  repeat  his 
remark  ?    1  did  not  understand  him. 

Mr.OIDDINGS.  I  will  state  it  a^ain.  You, 
air,  and  every  member  upon  this  floor  recollects 
upon  thai  day,  when  we  attempted  to  take  a  vote 
upon  this  resolution,  my  colleague  came  up  miss- 
ing ID  this  Hall. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    What  resolution  ? 

Mr.  6IDDINGS.  I  mean  the  resolution  wel- 
eomingOovemor  Kossuth  to  a  seat  upon  thJs  floor. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  voted  against  it.  If  the  gen- 
tkmaa  says  I  did  not,  he  misrepresents  me  most 
(roMiy. 

lii.  QIDDINGS.    Let  me  tell  my  colleague, 

thai  vy  eyes  and  those  of  others  were  upon  nim 

while  we  were  in  committee,  where  no  vote  was 
reeonM,and  engaged  in  an  endeavor  to  break  up 
the  oosraiittee  by  faction,  by  disorganizing,  by 
revolutionary  measures;  and  refused  to  show  him- 
self upon  the  vote,  when  the  roll  of  members  was 
called.  This  ia  wjutt  I  mean  to  say.  1  did  not 
intend  to  say,  tkfA  in  the  House,  where  a  record 
waa  kept,  my  colleague  failed  to  vote.  No ^  sir; 
itwaato  delay,  to  break  up  the  committee,  and 
prevent  by  factious  measures  the  passage  of  that 
resolution,  that  my  colleague  failed  to  march  for- 
ward, but  cotmfer-march^  out  of  the  Hall,  in- 
stead of  marching  between  the  tellers.  It  gives 
me  pain  to  allude  to  this  matter.  JBut  he  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  I  felt  that  the 
dignity  of  my  State  was  compromitted  by  her  rep- 
resentative upon  this  floor  becoming  factious  and 
disorderly,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  that  resolu- 
tion. I  reit  it  deeply,  and  it  was  no  part  of  my 
intention  ever  to  have  named  it,  had  not  my  col- 
leagne  charged  ine  with  maliciously  misrepresent- 
ing him  on  a  subject  of  comparatively  no  import- 
snee.  I  should  have  never  named  it,  but  for  th6> 
reason  that  it  would  do  neither  him,  nor  myself, 
nor  any  other  person  any  good. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  know  that  I  dis- 
tinctly understood  the  remarks  of  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  OiDDiNGS.]  Do  I  understand  him  to  say, 
or  to  insinuate,  that  those  of  his  colleagues  who 
▼oted  in  the  minority  upon  the  Kossuui  resolu- 
tioQ,  engaged  in  a  factious  rooviement  to  defeat  in 
this  House'  the  passage  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  My  colleague  could  not 
have  listened.  When  he  calls  upon  me  and  at- 
taeks  tee,  I  will  reply. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  do  not  attack  my  col- 

ta«n«. 

fir.  GIDDINGS.  If  he  never  attacks  me,  I 
■haB  never  assail  him. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  When  it  is  necessary  for 
ny  own  delence  I  will  unquestionably  do  it.'  I  do 
not  propose  to  do  ft  at  this  time.  All  I  wish  to  do 
ii  tbsi  fa  prevent  my  colleague  or  any  other  mem-* 
herof  ilrii  HoiiM  from  placmg  that  minority  in  a 
&kspdai^oa.  I  roted ,  then ,  against  the  raising  of 
i  •ntmyigim  to  itndfar  Kotmith  throughout,  as  will 


be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Journals.  I  do  not  re- 
gret having  done  so;  and  I  desire  to  say  now,  with 
a  view  of  correcting  the  misrepresentatiou  which 
has  gone  abroad  in  reference  to  my  own  course,  that 
I  invariably  voted  to  keep  up  a  quorum,  and  re- 
fused to  join  in  what  has  been  termed  the  ''factious 
opposition;"  and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  who  voted 
with  me  to  attest  the  fact,  that  throughout  all  the 
controversy  1  endeavored  to  bring  this  House  to  a 
direct  vote.  I  was  ready  to  **face  the  music"  upon 
that  (question,  as  I  hope  I  ever  shall  be,  on  all 
questions. 

Mr.  GIDlDINGS.  I  am  very  glad  to  give  my 
colleague  an  opportunity*  to  set  himself  right,  but 
really  I  cannot  see  the  pertinency  of  the  gentle- 
man s  throwing  his  heaa  in  between  me  and  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Tatlor.1     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  just  entered  the  Hall 
and  understood  my  colleague  to  say  that  his  State 
had  been  degraded  by  the  votes  of  his  colleagues 
who  acted  with  the  minority  on  the  Kossuth  res- 
olution. I  wished  to  understand  him  on  this  point 
only,  and  intend  to  take  no  part  in  the  ''private 
fight"  between  my  two  colleagues,  [Messrs.  Gm- 
DiNGs  and  Taylor.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  It  is  very  important  for  a 
gentleman  to  keep  himself  right  in  this  Hall  and  in 
these  days. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  It  is  very  important,  too, 
to  keep  others  from  putting  him  wrong. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  said  that  I  never  should 
have  referred  to  the  dodgings  of  my  colleague  [Mr. 
TatlorI  in  this  matter  if  he  had  not  assailed  me 
as  he  did.  I  know,  as  I  was  remarkinffi  that  one 
of  the  first  lessons  in  the  military  school  was — if  I 
recollect  aright,  but  it  is  a  good  many  years  since 
I  served  as  an  officer  or  a  soldier — facing  to  the 
right,  to  the  left,  and  to  the  right-aboutt  and  I 
thought  that  my  colleague  was  a  Uttle  too  rapid  in 
that  kind  of  facing  about,  [laughter,]  yet  I  had  no 
intention  to  speak  of  it,  and  now  ask  pardon  of 
the  committee  for  having  detained  them  thus  long 
on  this  point.  But  there  was  another  remark  of 
my  colleague's  that  looks  a  Uttle  frightAilly. 
[Laughter .J    He  says: 

<'  Sir,  I  would  lay  to  turn,  that  it  is  equally  necessary  Cor 
politicians  to  have  hoaeaty,  and  to  spealc  the  truth.  And 
now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  mo  ask  you,  and  honorable  genUe- 
men  on  this  floor,  with  what  grace  or  propriety  he  dare$ — " 

Coflfee  and  pistols,  sir,  for  two  if  you  please. 
[Laughter.]  "He  darfis!" — ^Mr.  Chairman,  I 
hardly  like  to  repeat  the  words  that  follow.  Why, 
does  my  colleague  really  suppose  that  I  have  sat 
here  for  so  many  years  in  this  Hall  and  do  not 
dare  to  speak  the  truth,  no  matter  when  it  comes 
or  who  It  afifects?  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanlt,]  had  a  shot  at  me  the 
other  day.  Well,  I  love  to  contend  with  slave- 
holders; there  is  something  generous,  and  noble, 
and  frank  about  them;  buta  dough-fbce — ^hands  off. 
[Great  laughter.]  I  repeat  again  that  when  my 
colleague  uses  this  sort  of  language,  that  I  have 
willfully  and  knowine^ly  and  maliciously  misrep- 
resented him,  he  is  taEmg  a  liberty  that  he  is  not 
authorized  to  take.  I  had  never,  myself,  enter- 
tained the  idea  that  it  was  an  o6;ec(  witli  me  to 
assail  him.  [Laughter.]  Let  me  say  to  the  House 
and  to  the  world,  that  this  killing fiies  with  a  bod- 
kin is  no  very  big  business.  [Renewed  laughter.] 
It  is  an  amusement  that  may  do  well  for  children, 
but  it  belongs  not  to  statesmen,  and  now  I  have 
said  all  I  wish  to  say  upon  that  point. 

I  desire  to  say  a  word,  and  only  a  word,  upon 
the  subject  immediately  before  us-*-in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  this  Mexican  indemnity.  I  had 
prepared  an  amendment,  which  has  been  taken 
from  mv  desk  since  I  rose  to  speak,  providing  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury or  of  the  Secretary  of  State— just  as  gentle- 
men choose,  for  I  wish  not  to  enter  into  the 
controversy  upon  that  point — to  pay  over  to  the 
authorized  a^ent  of  Mexico  the  amount  of  money 
due  to  her«  if  such  authorized  agent  shall  request 
it,  in  this  city  or  in  New  York,  without  further 
hesitation  or  delay.  That  is  the  substance  of  my 
amendment,  if  I  recollect  it  aright,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnion]  has,  I 
believe,  presented  one  nearly  like  it.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  due  to  our  Government  that  this 
money  shall  be  forthcoming  in  such  manner  as  to 
Mexico  shall  be  most  acceptable.  It  is  a  treaty 
stipulation,  and  if — as  has  been  stated  in  this  Hall 
and  in  the  newspapers  of  the  country — she  wishes 
the  payment  of  this  mon^  in  the  city  of  Wash- 


ington or  New  York,  let  her  have  it.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  any  bankers, 
or  speculators,  or  stock-jobbers,  to  enable  them 
to  speculate  on  the  Government  of  Mexico,  by 
purchasing  up  her  bonds,  as  has  been  alluded  to 
here  to-day. 

One  word,  before  I  ffo  further,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Keiuucky,  [Mr.  Marshali.,] 
who  spoke  of  a  contract,  and  also  in  reply  to  the 
communication  which' was  read  this  morning. 
Who  has  entered  into  a  contract?  Have  we  au- 
thorized any  officer  of  this  Government  to  do  it  ? 
Mot  at  all.  And  not  only  so,  but  the  parties  who, 
it  is  said,  have  contracted  for  the  payment  of  this 
money,  tell  us,  in  the  communication  which  we 
received  to-day,  that  they  no  longer  rejfard  them- 
selves in  the  light  of  contractors.  If,  therefore, 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  entered  into  a  contract 
— which  he  was  never  authorized  to  do — his  ne- 
gotiations are  already  rendered  obsolete  by  the 
faililre  of  the  Government  to  act  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; he  is  released  from  the  contract  by  this 
communication,  and  we  are  at  liberty  to  take 
up  the  subject  as  an  original  proposition,  without 
embarrassing  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  counter- 
acting any  of  his  negotiations  whatever.  In  this 
staCe  of  facts,  it  is  urged  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment will  alfow  us  one  per  cent,  more  than 
these  bankers  propose,  to  have  the  money  paid 
over  here  rather  than  in  Mexico;  yet  I  would  not 
take  that  amount  from  the  Mexican  Government 
under  the  present  existing  circumstances.  I 
would  not  take  one  dollar;  but  I  would  meet  the 
obligation  of  this  nation  as  it  stands,  promptly, 
and  let  Mexico,  if  she  chooses,  have  tne  money 
here  in  this  city  or  in  New  York,  or,  if  she 
chooses,  I  would  allow  the  Government  to  make 
arran^ments  to  pay  it  over  in  the  city  of  Mexi- 
co. That  I  understand  to  be  the  proposition  of 
the  eentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson,] 
and  for  that  I  am  prepared  to  vote.  These  specu- 
lators say  that  they  can  make  nothing  out  of  this 
payment,  and  we  do  not  want  to  put  anything  . 
mto  their  pockets.  We  wish  to  have  no  advan- 
tage taken  of  the  Government  of  Mexico,  and 
therefore  let  her  have  the  money  here. 

Let  me  say  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  not 
here  during  the  discussion  on  this  subject  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  that  it  was  then  stated 
that  these  bankers  go  to  Mexico  and  sell  their 
bills  for  specie,  and  then  purchase  up  Mexican 
bonds  at  a  discount  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
cent.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so,  but  it  was  so 
stated.  Now,  I  would  avoid  all  that.  Let  Mex- 
ico have  her  money,  and  have  it  without  discount 
and  Mrithout  subtracting  from  the  original  sum. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  It  is  with  some  little  regret 
that  I  find  myself  called  upon-  by  the  unexpected 
attack  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Giodinqs]  who  has 
just  sat  down,  to  address  the  committee  at  this 
time.  There  is  a  bill  of  very  great  importance 
before  us  which  I  am  anxious  to  see  passed,  and 
I  will  not  delay  its  passage  by  any  unnecessary 
discussion.  With  reference  to  this  bill,  I  concur 
in  the  main  in  the  views  which  have  been  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Marshall,]  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Brooks,]  and  other  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed  the  committee  in  mvor  of  its  passage. 

I  regret  that  my  colleague  should  have  thought 
proper  to  make  this  unprovoked  attack  upon  me. 
He  has  waited  until  the  30th  of  the  month  to  re- 
spond to  what  I  said  upon  the  2d.  I  had  reason 
at  that  time — as  I  will  snow  the  committee — to  be- 
lieve that  what  I  then  said  was  true,  and  that  my 
colleague  intended  to  misrepresent  me,  by  makin^g 
a  false  alle^tion.  I  have  listened  to  him  this 
morning,  with  some  attention,  to  see  if  he  would 
put  himself  right  before  the  country,  for  there  is 
no  man  in  this  House,  or  out  of  it,  who,  when  he 
finds  himself  in  error,  will  more  readily  admit  it 
than  myself,  and  I  am  ever  ready  to  do  all  that  is 
proper  towards  those  whom  I  may  have  improp- 
erly accused.  But  I  wish  to  state  to  this  com- 
mittee, and  to  the  country,  what  I  said  upon  the 
2d  of  January,  that  my  colleague  from  the  Ash- 
tabula district,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  who  has  always 
been  opposed  to  me  since  we  have'H^een  together 
in  this  House,  during  the  last  four  years,  did  have 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  a  series  of  resolutions 
which  were  offered  by  Mr.  Cummings,  of  Ohio, 
who  was  then  my  colleague,  and  he  chained  me 
in  the  debate  with  voting  for  that  series  of  reso- 
lutions, when  no  direct  vote  was  ever  taken  upon 
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them,  but  simply  a  vote  to~ suspend  the  rules  for 
ihetr  introduciion.  I  went  to  my  colleague  and 
asked  him  to  correct  the  mistake,  stating  to  him 
that'he  had  done  me  very  great  injustice.  I  sup- 
posed that  he  would  correct  it  in  his  published 
speei^h,  but  he  jaublished  next  morning  the  resolu- 
tions sent  in  to  us  from  the  Senate  congratulating 
the  people  of  Prance  on  th^r  change  of  govern- 
ment, which  I  did  vote  for,  but  which  he  did  not 
cause  to  be  read,  fdy  colleague,  in  causing  that 
series  of  resolutions  onered  by  Mr.  Cumminffs  to 
be  read,  and  charing  me  with  having  voted  di- 
rectly for  them,  did  accuse  me  of  that  which  he 
khew  to  be  untrue. 

Now,  I  should  ftel  myself  degraded  if  I  were 
willftilly  to  misrepresent  a  man,  however  high  and 
honoraole,  or  low  his  position  might  be,  or  if  I 
should  willfully  misrepresent  a  member  upon  this 
floor.  As  to  my  colleague's  remarks  in  regard 
to  myself, 

"Thev  pass  by  me  aa  Die  Idle  wind." 
I  should  degrade  myself  b^  accusing  that  gentle- 
man, or  any  other,  with  voting  directly  for  a  prop- 
osition on  this  Aoor  when  I  knew  that  he  did  not 
do  it.  My  colleague  had  the  Congressional  Globe 
before  him, and  knew  that  I  had  not  voted  directly 
for  these  resolutions;  and  yet  he  accused'  me  of 
having  done  it,  and  sent  the  resolution  to  tlie 
Cferk's  desk  to  be  read;  and  when  I  asked  him  to 
allow  me  to  explain  what  I  had  voted  for,  he  de- 
clined to  do  it. 

Now,  as  to  my  action  in  regard  to  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  this  House,  in  relation  to  Louis  Kos- 
sooth.  I  voted  to  welcome  Louis  Kossuth  to  this 
country.  I  voted  for  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
which  authorized  his  bein?  taken  on  board  of  one 
of  our  national  ships,  and  brought  to  this  country 
a#  a  man  seeking  an  asylum  in  our  glorious  and 
free  land.  I  rejoiced  to  know  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  sympathized  with  the  Hun^- 
rian  exiles  then  in  Turkey,  and  from  the  best  m- 
formation  I  could  derive  at  the  time,  I  united  in  the 
resolutions  empowering  our  Government  to  giv% 
Kossuth  and  his  companions  in  captivity  a  free 
passage  to  this  country  as  emigrants,  who  desired 
to  live  under  the  glorious  stars  and  stripes  of  our 
nation.  But  when  Kossuth  came  here,  and  was 
evidently  misled  and  deceived  by  men  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  country,  into  the  belief  that  we 
had  intended  by  our  action  to  signify  our  readiness 
to'  intervene  in  European  affairs,  I  deemed  it  my. 
duty,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  to  say  to 
hiin  that  all  we  intended  was,  "  You  may  come 
on  to  this  great,  beautiful  platform  of  ours,  become 
a  naturalized  citizen  if  you  choose,  enjoy  our 
hospitality,  live  with  us  under  our  laws  and  be 
protected  a*[ainst  all  the  powers  of  the  earth,  in 
the  possession  of  thqdie  liberties  which  I  trust  we 
•hair  ever  enjoy."  I  therefore  voted  against  the 
resolution  of  mV  colleague  [Mr.  Cartter]  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  introduce  him  into 
this  Hall,  to  teach  us  republicanism  and  our  duty 
to  our  constituents.  It  was  with  me  a  matter  of 
deliberate  judgment,  seeing  that  out  of  my  twenty- 
one  colleagues,  only  three  concurred  with  me,  and 
vole  against  the  proposition. 

Sir,  I  sympatnize  with  Louis  Kossuth,  as  a 
roan  \^ho  had  strugg:led  for  the  liberties  of  his 
country;  I  admired  his  talents  and  his  genius;  I 
read  his  orations,  beautiful  as  they  were,  with  as 
much  admiration  and  delight  as  anybody;  but  I 
suidied  his  character  and  found  that  it  was  not 
free  from  many  blemishes.  In  his  own  country 
his  6ourage  has  been  questioned,  and  it  has  been 
said  that  through  his  indecision,  the  liberties  of 
Hungary  were  sacrificed.  Pulszky,  edited  Max 
Schehn^er's  *«  War  in  Hungary  "—1848  and  1849 
— ^in  which  it  is8tated,that,  "  His  [Kossuth's]  in- 
decision Mras  the  ruin  of  himself  and  Hungary." 
He  was  never  in  a  battle.  He  resigned  lus  gov- 
ernorship, placed  all  the  power  in  tlie  hands  of 
G6rgey,.when  he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known, 
that  he  was  a  traitor,  and  fled  to  Turkey.  Thence 
He  was  brought  to  this  country  ns  an  exile  seeking 
an  asylum,  and  I  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
introducing  him  into  the  Hall  of  therepj-esentatives 
of  the  people,  to  lecture  us  upon  our  duty,  and  teach 
us  whether  we  ought  to  interfere  in  quarrels  be- 
tw^^u  European  nations  or  not. 

1  voted  against  it,  and  I  rejoice  in  it.  And  the 
good  tense  of  the  people  of  the  whole  country 
•aft|biin  me  in  the  opinion ,  that  we  oiijght  not  to  have 
brdti^ht  hitn  into  this  House,  or  nvcn  any  coun- 
tenAnce  to  km  doctrines.    But  I  will  say,  further. 


that  it  is'my  firm  belief,  that  if  it  had  not'  been  for 
the  opposiuon  made  in  ^the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  opposition  made  in  this  Hall — 
an  opposition  highly  respectable,  composed  of 
nearly  one  third  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
about  one  third  of  this  Hpuse, — I  say  if  it  had 
not  been  for  that  opposition,  I  firmly  believe  that 
we  should  have  witnessed  a  scene  in  this  Hall — here 
in  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  similar  to  that 
on  his  introduction  to  the  Legislature  in  Harris- 
bur^.  But  such  was  the  opposition  manifested 
in  this  Hall,  as  well  as  in  the  Senate,  that  I  un- 
derstood the  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon 
him  advised  him  not  to  make  such  a  speech  as  be 
had  expected  to  deliver  to  this  House.  The  op- 
position which  I  gave  was  this:  I  sat  here  and 
gave  my  vote  whenever  I  considered  it  necessary 
to  carry  out  what  I  conceived  to  be  right,  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  when  gentlemen  saw  fit 
to^call  questions  upon  little  motions  of  no  import- 
ance, I  did  not  choose  to  pass  between  the  tellers 
every  fifteen  minutes.  I  want  to  Icnow  if  it  is  the 
duty  of  my  colleague  from  the  Ashtabula  district 
[Mr.  GiDDiNos]  to  call  me  to  an  account  upon  this 
floor?  I  ask  him  if  he  can  stand  up  here  and  say 
that  he  never  missed  a  vote  upon  any  question  ? 
If  he  does  not  say  that,  and  he  cannot,  why  does 
he  come  Jiere  and  censure  other  gentlemen  r 

It  is  well  known  to  this  committee  that  I  very 
rarely  trouble  them  with  remarks  upon  any  ques- 
tion, but  I  desire  to  say  something  upon  this,  be- 
cause I  have  been  censured  by  a  portion  of^  the 
newspapers  of  the  country  for  my  course  in  rela- 
tion to  this  question.  It  has  been  intimated  that 
the  gentleman  who  proposed  the  resolution  invi- 
ting Louis  Kossuth  to  this  Hall  and  welcoming 
him  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  instigated  the 
editor  of  the  abolition  paper  of  this  city — the  edi- 
tor of  the  MUional  Era — to  censure  the  three  gen- 
tlemen, my  collea^es,  who  had  the  firmness  to 
vote  with  me  against  this  resolution,  as  well  as 
myself.  If  X  am  wrong,  1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
correct  me. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  will  correct  my  colleague 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  understood  that  he  insul- 
ted that  editor  to  notice'  those  gentlemen  as  mis- 
representing thfeir  constituents.  Iwill  give  way 
for  the  gentleman^  but  I  hope  he  will  answer  the 
question  whether  it  is  true  or  not,  by  **  yes  "  or 
"no." 

Mr,  CARTTER.,  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man. There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  Now 
I  demand  from  the  gentleman  where  he  got  his 
information  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Bariuire] 
gave  me  the  information. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  want  the  gentlenian  to  an- 
swer the  question.  I  never  made  any  such  inti- 
mation to  any  one. 

Mr.  BARrERE.  .  I  understood  my  colleague 
[Mr.  HpnterI  to  say  that  tbat  £;entleman  [Mr. 
UartterI  hau  (old  the  editor  of  Uie  J^loHonal  Era 
that  I  had  misrepresented  ray  district  in  my  course 
on  the  Kossuth  resolution. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  much  surprised  that  my 
name  should  be  drawn  into  any  discussion  what- 
ever in  relation  to  this  question.  If  my  colleague 
from  the  Highland  district  [Mr.  Barreee]  thinks 
that  I  told  him  that  my  colleague  from  the  Woos- 
ter  district  [Mr.  Cartter]  told  the  editor  of  the 
Jfational  Era  that  any  of  my  colleagues  upon  my 
right  or  \e(i  misrepresent  their  constituents,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  I  said  no  such  thing.  I  do  not 
suppose  any  of  my  colleagues  misrepresent  the 
wishes  of  their  constituents.  1  will  tell  the  com- 
mittee what  I  did  say.  I  do  not  blame  my  col- 
league for  misrepresenting  me,  but  he  is  certainly 
mistaken.  A  copy  of  the  JiiUional  Era  was  lying 
before  me,  when  i  remarked,  not  that  any  of  my 
collea^es  misrepresented  their  constituents,  but 
that  I  had  heard  mv  colleague  [Mr.  Cartter]  say 
in  the  presence  ot  the  editor  of  tlie  J^aUonal  Era 
that  my  collea^e  [Mr.  Barrbre}  represented  but 
about  one  third  of  the  people  of  his  aistrict. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  said  he  was  elected  by 
about  one  third  of  the  voters  in  his  district. 

Mr.  HUIO'ER.  Well,  I  remarked  that  I  had 
heard  my  coUeague  [Mr.  Cartteb]  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highland  district  [Mr.  Bar- 
rerb]  was  elected  by  a£i>ut  one  third  of  his  dis- 
trict. I  made  this  remark,  but  it  applied  to  noth- 
ing further — I  said  nothing  further.  I  never  heard 
my  colleague  sav  that  he  misrepreaentad  his  eon- 
■utuentv.    But  I  did  |po  on  (o  «ay  that  Ibr  thia 


remark  the  editor  of  the  Era  might  have  inferred 
that  he  misrepresented  his  constituents. 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  will  state,  thathaving  heard 
that  I  had  been  attacked  in  the  J^ational  Era^  ~J. 
called   upon  my  colleague  [Mr.  Hunter]   and 
asked  him  if  he  had  a  copy  of  the  paper.    I   do 
not  recollect  that  there  was  a  word  saia  about  my 
election;  and  really  I  thought  it  was  doin^  a  pret- 
ty good  business  that  I  was  elected  at  all.  [Laugh- 
ter.]   I  understood  him  to  say,  that  in  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Cartter,  Mr.  C.  had  told  him  that 
I  was  misrepresenting  the  sentiment  of  my  district 
upon  that  subject.    I  then  understood  it,  and  I 
have  referred  to  it  many  times  since,  that  there 
was  such  an  understanding  as  has  been  alluded  to 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Taylor]  between  my  col- 
league who  introduced  that  resolution  [Mr.  Cart- 
ter] and  the  editor  of  the  Era.    1  may  have  bc^n 
mistaken,  buit  I  certainly  gathered  this  impression 
from  his  remarks. 

If  my  colleague  says  that  I  was  elected  by  one 
thifd  of  my  district,  he  is  mistaken.  It  is  true 
that  the  vote  by  which  I  was  elected  was  a  small 
one,  but  it  was  larger  than  one  third  or  one  lialf 
of  the  voters  of  the  district. 

While  I  am  up— if  my  colleague  will  allow 
me — I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  reference  to 
another  matter.  I  understand  my  colleague  from 
the  northern  district  [Mr.  GipniNca]  to  chai^  that 
all  those  who  voted  with  us  in  the  nc^tive  apon 
that  resolutionwere  factious. 

Mr.  CARTTER,  Will  the  gentleman  allov 
me  to  make  a  single  remark  ?  I  simply  desire  to 
disclaim  any  knowledge  of  any  attacks  upon.anjr 
member  of^  the  Ohio  delegation  by  the  editor  of 
the  Rational  Era,  I  do  not  take  the  paper.  ai>d  1 
have  read  no  article  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  WiU  my  colleague  allovr 
me? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  the  floor. 
I  give  way  only  to  my  colleagiae  on  my  left,  [Mr. 
Barrere.I 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  will  not  occupy  the  floor  . 
for  a  minute.  The  gentleman  says  he  understood 
me  as  makipg  the  charge  of  faction  upon  all  who 
voted  in  the  negative  upon  the  resolution.  I  4^ 
sire  to  say  that  I  included  in  that  charge  none  ex- 
cept my  colleague  from  the  Scioto  district,  [Mr. 
Taylor.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  understand  that  I  yield  no 
longer,  except  to  the  gentleman  upon  my  lefl, 
[Mr.  Barrere.] 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  was  going  on  to  ny.that  f 
heard  my  colleague  from  the  Ashtabula  disjtcict 
FMr.  GmniNot]  make  the  charge  against  all  in  tbia 
House  who  opposed  this  resolution  as  iactioua. 

Mr*.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stood me. 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  understood  him  to  sav 
that  my  coUeague  [Mr.  Tatlor]  was  a  general, 
and  had  marched  and  countermarched;  and  aa  1 
was  one  who  took  that  course,  which  brought  such 
shame  and  mortification  to  that  gentleman— -die- 
grace  upon  Ohio,  in  his  opinion — ^I  supposed  I 
was,  of  course,  included  in  the  charge.  1  was  in 
my  seat  when  most  of  the  votes  were  taken  upoA 
that  resolution,  but  upon  several  occasions  I  did 
not  vote.  For  although  I  was  not  much  of  a  par- 
liamentarian, and  'although  I  had  not  had  much 
experience  in  this  House,  nor  in  any  other  legia- 
lative  body,  yet  I  was  constrained  to  believe  Uiat 
that  resolution  was  brought  before  this  House  by 
a  breach  of  our  own  rules  and  by  a  breach  of  the 
parlian^entary  law  by  which  we  are  governed. 
And  I  felt  that  it  was  dut  to  vindicate  our  rules  by 
the  defeat  of  that  resolution,  it  we  could  d^eat  it, 
aside  from  all  considerations  of  the  merits  of  the 
resolutioR  itself.  I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
upon  principle,  andkvoted  against  it.  I  was  will- 
ing to  bring  it  to  a  direct  vote  in  the  House,  and 
vote  against  it;  but  inasmuch  as,  in  my  opinion » 
the  rules  of  the.House  had  been  broken  down,  I 
thought  I  was  justified  in  acting  with  the  minority 
in  every  legitimate  mode  allowed  by  the  rules  in 
order  tov  prevent  the  resolution  from  passing,  if  I 
could. 

I  had  hoped  that  this  Kossuth  busineee  vnM 
done  with.  But  it  seems  it  has  been  brought  up 
again  toklay.and  I  am  glad  to  avail  myselfof  my 
colleague's  courtesy  to  place  myself  right.  Front 
the  information  I  have  received  from  my  district,  ao 
far  from  misrepresenting  the  sentiment  of  niy  dia- 
trict  upon  this  question,  I  have  actM  in  strict  ao* 
cordanfif  .with  the  «eDtlmiOVoffdl. partite  ia  Uiat  . 
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district;  fori  do  not  represent  any  particulrr  party 
in  that  district.  I  was  elected  by  all  three  parties. 
[Laughter.! 

Mr.  TAYLOR.    When  I  referred  to  the  four 
members  from  Ohio  who  took  an  independent 

Sosition  upon  this  question,  it  was  not  with  the 
esire  of  bringing  about  this  colloquy.  But  I  am 
glad  it  has  been  brought  about.  I  now  only  wish 
to  r^er  to  the  fact  that  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Gid- 
DiVGf ,)  who  was  so  sensitirc  upon  my  rote  upon 
questions  of  adjournment,  and  little  questions  or  no 
imoortance,  hiis  chosen  to  centre  all  his  opposition 
ana  censure  upon  me.  Why,  I  do  not  know.  I 
have  always  treated  him  respectfully  and  kindly, 
and  never  desired  to  treat  him  in  any  other  way. 
But  there  is  something  deeper  about  this  matter  yet 
to  come. 

But  1  wish  to  say  here,  that  from  the  first  of 
this  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  great  Hungarian, 
I  saw  that  many  gentlemen  in  this  country  were 
rrduly  deceived.  Those  who  styled  themselves 
Abolitionists,  Liberty  men ,  Free-Soilers,  and  Bam- 
Inimers— or  as  they  now  wish  to  show  themselves, 
Free  Democrats— were  ea^r  to  take  him  in  hand, 
and  make  the  most  capital  out  of  him  they  could. 
And  if  they  could  blind  and  hoodwink  Hunker 
Democrats,  and  through  this  Kossuth  fever  and 
excitement  to  strike  a  olowatthe  negro  slavery  of 
the  South,  do  that  covertly  and  effectually.  Thiii 
h  the  question,  and  why  did  not  s^entlemen  see 
it^  Sir,  I  saw  it. and  -know  it.  You  find  men 
heloflnng  to  that  nefarious  faction  which  the 
great  Kentucky  statesman — no,  the  great  American 
statesman — Henry  Clay,  whose  voice  we  proba- 
bly shall  never  hear  in  either  of  these  Halls  again, 
m  pronounced — if  not  in  words,  substantiiSy — 
a  cufse  upon  the  country,  shuffling  about,  tariiT 
aien  and  free-trade  men  alternatively,  as  you  have 
seen  upon  this  floor  when  important  questions 
have  been -brought  up,  in  order  to  conciliate  South- 
ern Democrats,  and  to  hoodwink  and  blind  them 
against  the  nefarious  crusade  against  their  domestic 
iiistitatkkiis.  And  conservative  Northern  men, 
who  stood  up  to  the  compromise  measures,  warned 
^OQ  against  it.  Sir,  I  should  not  be  surprised  at 
^seoming  presldentjal  election,  to  fina  distin- 
^eAU  gentlemen  calling  themselves  Democrats 

n  tktSoath,  shaldng  hands  and  burying  the  past 
io  s^vkto,  and  clasping  to  their  arms  thes^ 
L^eifymtn  and  Aboliuonists,  for  the  salce  6f 
what,  sir?  To  elect  some  one  to  the  Presidency 
of  the  United  States^ — an  office  which  should  never 
be  sought  for,  but  always  filled  by  the  free  and 
iod^nd»it  choice  of  the  whole  people,  without 
reference  io  slavery  or  abolition.  1  take  no  pleas- 
ure in  s^ng  here,  that  sincethe  passage  of  the 
eompronuse  measures  of  the*  last  ConCTess^  as 
thev  were  called,  especially  the  fUgitive  stave  aw, 
and  for  all  of  which  I  voted — that  I  have  been 
the  obtect  of  attack  from  ^very  quarter  by  this 
Ghaadfeon-like  party,  callme  themselves  Frefe 
Demoerats.  Look  at  it,  gentlemen;  see  a  mem- 
ber comes  heriB  and  makes  k  false  allegation  about 
s  cofieague,  and  as  he  said  he  did  not  consider 
oie  of  any  moment,  he  struck  first  at  me,  and  then 
tt  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  and  my 
frisnd  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Vehable,]  in 
dseluing  in  this  House  that  we  voted  for  a  series 
of  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  French  and  Italian 
revohiUons,  which  were  submitted  to  the  House 
for  a  direct  vote  on  their  merits.  Sir,  it  is  a  small 
Way  to  get  out  of  such  a  difficulty,  for  a  gentle- 
man to  nse  and  sav  he  intended  nothing,  when  he 
Mot  t<^  the  Clerks  desks  series  of  resolutions 
whidi  never  came  up  for  a  final  vote  on  their  merits, 
in  this  House,  and  that  I  never  voted  for — causing 
them  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  alleging  that  I 
had  voted  directly  for  them;  and  now  he  says  he 
VBs  mistaken,  after  nearly  three  weeks  havs 
elapsed,  when  he  knew  at  the  time  that  he  was 
irrong. 

BIr.  Chairman,  it  behooves  the  people  of  this 
eoontry  to  keep  an  eye  upon  the  present  excitement. 
Every  day  is  ev<dving  some  new  facts.  The  es- 
tabfisnment  of  an  Alxrlition  paper  in  New  York 
rnnia  the  auspices  of  the  Hungarian  cooperators 
of  Kossnth,  should  open  your  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
the  Abolitionists  have  been  enaeavoring  to  make 
polideal  capital  out  of  that  great  man'a  fame.  I 
yit^A  to  no  man  in  this  House  or  country  in  sym- 
ptdl^  wiA  the  great  stru^le  for  liberty  in  Hun- 
nrt.  Ify  heegrt  was  with  thein,  and  my  hand 
m&hs  wm  tiiftm  so  flir  as  1  am  able;  but  I  will 
nmytm  m  WMoM  of  rSpubUctcn  j^rincipl A 


in  my  oWn  country  at  the  dictation  of  any  for- 
eigner, no  matter  how  high  I  esteem  him,  and  I 
will  never  give  my  vote  in  this  Houset  to  show  to 
a  foreign  missionary,  of  liberty  if  you  please,  a 
higher  honor  than  you  or  any  man  m  this  House 
would  show  to  any  living  American  citizen.  If 
General  Jackson  should  rise  to-morrow — ^if  Mr. 
Madison  were  to  come  among  us — if  any  of  the 
departed  sa^es  of  the  Revolution  were  to  rise  up 
from  the  dead,  you  would  not  bring  them  here  witn 
a  committee  of  five  and  hear  their  response  as  you 
did  Kossuth's,  the  eminent  Hungarian,  who  is 
now  visiting  our  land ;  and  hence  ray  opposition.  I 
could  not  place  him  upon  an  equality  with  Lafay- 
ette. Lafayette  came  to  us  and  offered  us  his  life, 
his  fortune,  and  his  sacred  honor;  and  during  the 
seven  years'  war  of  our  Revolution,  helped  to 
work  out  our  glorious  independence.  I  did  not 
wish  to  do  anything  ^hat  looked  like  elevating 
Kossuth  in  the  same  estimation  in  which  we  held 
Lafayette,  and  1  shall  never  cease  to  rejoice  that 
I  had  the  independence  to  resist  the  tumultuous 
ocean-current  of  popular  feeling,  and  to  stand  by 
what  I  believed  to  be  right. 

Sir,  I  hope  that  the  gentleman's  explanation  this 
morning[,  if  bethinks  himself  a^^ri^ved,  will  not  be 
slumbering  for  three  weeks.  If  I  did  him  any  in- 
justice, I  aid  not  intend  it;  and  if  he  says  now  he 
did  not  mean  to  do  me  any  injustice  I  forgive  him, 
^ut  his  course  led  to  my  impression.  He  had 
read  resolutions  for  which  I  never  voted,  alleging 
that  I  did  vote  for  them,  and  caused  to  be  pub- 
lished those  for  which  I  voted  without  explanation. 
In  that,  I  think  he  did  me  a  great  injustice.  1 
hope  it  will  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  futnre  at- 
tacK. 

I  will  now  follow  the  example  of  my  collea^^, 
and  say  something  about  the  oill—- I  suppose  it  is 
in  order.  It  is  in  order  to  travel  all  over  creation 
in  Conimittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  I  say,  sir,  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
comikiittee,  that  I  think  this  House  ought  to  pass 
it.  That  if  there  is  any  information  wanted  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  ample  time  will  be  afibrded 
to  investigate  it;  but  mv  colleague  [Mr.  DisnetJ 
I  think  has  failed  to  inform  the  House,  when  he 
speaks  pC  charges  made  in  the  newspapers  in  this 
city  and  elsewhere,  with  regard  to  the  wishes  of 
Mexico  upon  the  subject.  We  have  no  official 
information,as  I  understand  it,  that  Mexico  desires 
any  other  mode  of  payment  than  that  which  we 
have  adopted,  and  for  that  reason,  sir,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  say  this  ap- 
propriation is  absolutely  necessary  now,  I  think 
we  ought  to  rise,  report  this  bill  to  the  House,  and 
have  it  put  upon  itir  passage. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  The  House  is 
doubtless  weary  of  this  matter  of  personal  expla- 
nation. I  now  rise  merely  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  I  did  not  design  to  interfere  m  any  way 
whatever  with— — 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.) 
Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a  motion  that  Uie 
committee  rise? 

[Cries  of  "Oh,  No!"    "No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  want  the  com- 
mittee to  tise  now,  and  promise  to  be  brief.  I  de- 
sire to  fix  ip  this  personal  matter  now,  in  order 
not  to  interrupt  the  public  business  to-morrow. 
I  regret,  as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  that  there  should  have  been  any 
occasion  for  the  scene  which  has  been  presented 
to  the  committee  this  morning,  and  I  do  not  ex- 
actly see  the  necessity  of  making  thtoe  personal 
explanations  here.  I  have  no  personal  explana- 
tion to  make  to  any  colleague  of  mine  for  any 
vote  I  giVt  upon  this  floor. 

[A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  here  received  at  the  hands  of  Millard 
P,  Fillmore,  Elsq.,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

Mr.  C,  (continuing.)  I  owe  no  explanation  to 
my  colleagues  for  my  vote;  I  do  not  acknowledge 
their  right  to  ask  any  account  of  me  for  what  I  do 
here,  and  I  will  give  them  none  if  demanded.  I 
hold  myself  amenable  to  my  constituents,  and  to 
them  alone,  for  my  action.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  relation  to  what  has  ap- 
peared in  certain  political  newspapers  in  regard  to 
our  votes  upon  the  Kossuth  resolutions.  1  have 
great  re^a  for  the  political  press  of  the  country. 
And  I  give  them  full  and  entire  privilege  to  com- 
ment upon  my  votes  just  as  they  please,  I  shall 
be  answerabje  fipor  mv  stewardship  tp^those,  who 
have  sent  rat  here.    I  shall  |;o  home  with  the  rec- 


ord I  have  presented  upou  th^  proposition  to  send 
out  a  committee  for  Louis  Kossuth,  and  if  I  can- 
not defend  myself  before  the  voters  of  my  district,^ 
I  am  willing  to  fall. 

It  seems  to  me  there  has  been  an  effort  to  con- 
nect improperly  this  matter  of  the  reception  of 
Kossuth  with  what  are  called  the  free-soil  issuer, 
which  have  been  presented^  Now,  sir,  it  is  very 
far  from  niy  purpose  to  drag  in  now,  or  at  any 
improper  time,  this  vexed  question  of  slavery.  I 
shall  not  do  so,  but  it  becomes  necessary  tnat^  I 
should  make  a  remark  or  two  in  this  connection  in 
relation  to  mv  course  upon  that  Kossuth  resolu- 
tion. Something  ha»been  said  during  the  discus- 
sion upon  this  bill,  now  before  the  committee,  in 
regard  to  outside  whispering,  lobby  movements, 
and  newspaper  articles.  Now,  sir^  1  was  appealed 
to  during  the  progress  of  the  discussion  of  the 
Kossuth  resolution  by  members',  as  well  as  "out- 
siders," to  evince  my  devotion  t^  free-soil  by  sup- 
porting the  resolution.  When  we  had  that  ques- 
tion before  us  during  the  Thirty-first  Congress-;^ 
when  these  slavery  issues  were  really  tried — it 
will  be  found  that  i  made  no  crooked  marks;  and 
I  had  supposed  myself  to  be  regarded  as  among  the 
sound  ones  by  my  colleague  from  the  northerp 
district.  I  have  been  appealed  to  to  know  why  |t 
was,  in  that  vote  upon  tne  Kossuth  resolution,  I 
was  found  with  Southern  members.  I  will  tell  you, 
Mr.  Chairman.  It  is  because  when  a  great  prin- 
ciple is  involved,  I  vote  upon  principle,  and  know 
no  North,  no  South,  no  Eeist,  and  no  West.  Sii^, 
I  would  scorn  myself  were  I  compelled  to  retii^ 
to  my  constituents  with  no  other  reason  to  giva 
them  for  ray  vote  on  theKossi^th  resolution, or  any 
other  proposition,  than  that  a  particular  man  or 
set  of  men  voted  for  or  against  it.  Do  gentlemen 
suppose — does  any  newspaper  editor  suppose-^ 
does  any  lobby  member,  who  may  prowl  around 
us,  taking  members  by  the  button  when  a  question 
Is  about  to  be  voted  upon,  suppose  that  wnen  Jl 
come  to  record  my  vote,  representing  as  I  do  one 
hundred  thousand  freemen^  that  I  am  to  be  cpfi- 
trolled  by  the  fact  that  a  Southern  member  may 
vote  this  way,  or  a  Northern  meraber  that  way  ?  jyf 
there  are  any  members  in  the  Hall  who  U^H^^f 
their  "file  leaders,"  and  give  th^  votes  because 
they  find  Northern  men  voting  oneway  an4^u^ 
em  raen  another,  let  it  be  known  now,  if  it  )^ 
not  yet  been  discovered,  that  I  am  not  among  thi^ 
number,  and,  whilst  I  preserve  my  self-respect  and 
a  regard  for  my  constituents,  never  will  be«      .  , 

In  relation  to  the  Kossuth  question,  I  bave  i^ 
concealments  to  make;  and  upon  a  proper  occa- 
sion ,  when  the  great  question  ot  intervention ^  whiitJi 
has  been  jproposed  by  him  comes  up  for  discus- 
sion ^  I  win  lay  before  the  House,  if  1  have  a^  oj;^ 
portunity}  my  opinions  upon  it.  The  questiop 
which  was  presented  to  the  House  upon  tl^ 
occasion  which  has  been  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman, was  as  to  the  manner,  as  to  the  (brm, 
in  which  he  should  be  received  into  this  Hal^ 
I  looked  upon  the  record  to  s^  what  wefe  the 
precedents,  and  found  there  was  no  instance, in 
the  history  of  the  country,  except  that  of  Xjiy 
fayette,  who  ^  had  perilea  everything  fpr  t^ 
nation's  liberties,  in  which  a  committee  had  been 
appointed.  No  such  action  as  the  resolution  pr^t- 
posed  had  ever  been  taken  to  compliment  any  4i#- 
tinguished  foreigner,  or  to  confer  nonor  even  upon 
those  heroes  of  our  own  country  who  had  foughjt 
and  bled  for  our  people's  rights.  The  hig^ecVt 
honor  that  had  eyer  been  conferred  upon  any 
statesman  or  patriot  of  this  or  any  other  lan4  Wfi 
simply  to  vote  him,  the  privileges  of  this  Hall. 
When  the  resolution  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  CAaT> 
ter]  was  introduced,  it  will  beremembere4j(an4 
the  record  shows  the  fact)  that  X  proposed  such,^ 
modification  as  would  give.the  distinguished  Huor 
garian,  for  whom  no  person's  admiration  tf^c/^dg 
my  own,  the  privilege  of  a  .seat  h^e.  I  had  sees 
nothuig  in  the  history  of  this  Louis  Kossuth,  ab(e 
a  man  aS  I  deenned  him  to  he,  powerful  in  int^ 
lect  as  he  has  proved  himself,  great  in  geniuffi 
great  in  patriotism,  great  in  the  love  of  liberty,  a< 
Uie  whole  world  a!cknowledges  he  is,  which  I 
thought  required  us  to  go  further  than  we  had  gona 
for  the  purpose  of  complimenting  the  distinguishM) 
men  of  our  own  land,  who  had  struggled  in  council, 
fought  for  and  bled  upon  th«  battle-field  for  Xhe 
very  liberties  we  now  enjoy.  The  gentlem^ 
upon  the  other  side  refused  to  aecfept  this  inodific^t 
Uon  ..which  would  have  enabj^  us  lohigrchrought 
Kossuth  into  a  privileged  sea^  in  this  Hall  by 
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tinanimouB  consent.  Wh«n  he  refused  that,  and 
insisted  upon  giving  compliments  that  had  never 
before  been  eiven  to  any. man  of  this  or  any  other 
country^-when  it  was  thus  determined  that  this 
Hall  should  be  converted  into  a  sort  of  parade 
^ound,  to  show  off  a  foreigner  who  came  to  us 
announcing  that  he /wants  none  of  our  compli- 
ments, but  wished  to  turn  our  Government  from 
that  policy  recommended  by  our  patriot  fathers, 
and  tne  pursuit  of  which  hacf  led  us  to  our  present 
national  glory, — I  determined,  in  the  representa- 
tion which  I  should  give  for  my  constituents,  to 
vote  against  it,  and  I  did  so.  So  far  as  relates  to 
what  are  termed  the  "factious  movement"  to 
which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gidoings]  alluded,  I 
understood  him  to  charge  that  his  State  had  been 
d^raded  by  the  vote  which  had  been  g^iven  by  his 
coUea^es  with  the  minority  upon  this  question. 
That  IS  the  reason  I  sought  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. I  did  not  design  to  interfere  in  the  private 
and  personal  affairs  between  him  and  my  other 
colleague,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  which  I  regret  very  much 
has  taken  place.  I  did  not  design  to  assail  my 
colleague  from  the  northern  district,  [Mr.  Gid- 
DiNos,J  and  shall  never  do  so,  unless  it  becomes 
necessary  in  my  own  defence;  and  he  knows  full 
well,  that  whenever  he  is  disposed  to  present  such 
an  occasion,  I  am  not  the  nian  to  shrmk  from  the 
responsibility  or  the  consequences. 

During  the  progress  of  the  proceedings  upon 
this  Kossuth  resolution,  I  voted  always,  when 
we  were  in  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  quorum,  because  I  wished  to  bring  the  House 
to  'a  direct  vote,  in  order  that  I  might  vote 
with  that  minority ^hether  Northern  or  South- 
ern, Eastern  or  Western,  and  thereby  give  to 
letter-writers,  newspaper  editors,  and  perhaps  pol- 
iticians at  home,  wno  may  desire  pohtical  promo- 
tion^  an  opportunity  of  assailiiig  me  for  it,  should 
they  think  proper  to  do  it.  1  voted  with  them 
upon  a  principle,  and  wherever  a  principle  is  in- 
volved,! shall  not  inquire  who  votes  witn,orwho 
votes  against  me.  In  relation  to  the  other  Ques- 
tions incidentally  connected  with  this  Kossutn  re- 
ception, I  do  not  propose  now  to  say  anything. 
It  has  been  charged  that  certain  of  my  colleagues 
have,  by  their  votes,  misrepresentea  their  con- 
stituents. I  will  leave  each  one  to  take  care  of 
himself,  knowing  that  all  are  competent  to  that 
task.  They  are  all  capable  of  doing  that  upon 
the  other  siae  of  the  House  as  well  as  upon  this. 
I  will  endeavor  to  take  care  of  myself  without  their 
aid,  or  the  aid  of  any  one  else  here.  So  far  as  the 
views  of  my  constituents  are  concerned,  this  is  a 
matter  of  neither  interest  to  my  colleagues,  nor  to 
those  who  voted  with  or  against  me  upon  the  prop- 
osition. I  have  only  to  say,  if  there  is  any  person 
in  this  House  who  cares  to  know  it;  that  my  con- 
stituents,  let  the  fate  of  Kossuth  and  Hungary  be 
what  it  may,  intend  to  stand  firmly  and  resolutely 
by  the  policy  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and 
the  wise  men  who  have  gone  before  us.  That  is 
the  sentiment  of  my  constituents  as  far  as  I  have 
been  enabled  to  learn  it;  and  if  there  was  anything 
covered  up  by  that  resolution  giving  extraordinary 
compliments  to  Louis  Kossuth,  by  which  it  was 
intended  that  the  impression  should  be  made  upon 
this  country,  dr  any  other,  that  we  r^  prepared  to 
involve  this  country  in  almost  endless  European 
wars,  I  feel  now  more  authorized  than  I  did  when 
I  gave  the  vote  to  say,  that  my  constituents  are 
against  it.  Deeply  as  they  sympathize  with  the 
man,  ardently  as  they  advocate  the  gpreat  princi- 
ples of  "  equfil  rights,"  for  which  he  is  said  to 
contend,  and  anxious  as  they  may  be  to  have  re- 
publican institutions  extended  all  over  the  world, 
yet  they  are  not  prepared  to  involve  this  country 
m  those  struggles  wnich  must  bring  darkness  and 
despair  upon  our  own  happly  land.  They  are 
not  prepared  to  authorize  a  vote  in  this  House  or 
elsewhere,  that  will  bring  that  dark  and  gloomy 
hour  upon  us,  when,  through  entanglements  with 
foreign  nations  and  fierce  and  bloody  wars  with 
European  powers,  our  own  proud  and  glorious  Re- 
public shall  be  number^  with  the  nations  of  the 
earth  that  have  been,  but  are  not.  I  have  now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  said  all  I  designed  to  say,  until  a 
proper  occasion  arises  for  a  discussion  of  the  pol- 
icy to  be  pursued  by  us  in  our  future  intercourse 
with  other  nations. 

Mr  GIDDINGS.    I  wish  to  reply  a  word  to 

that  portion  of  my  colleague's  remarks,  in  which 

he  charges  me  witn  delayine  to  answer  his  charge. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  wul  bear  witness  to  ut 


solicitude  with  which  I  appealed  to  you  on  the 
day  of  my  colleague's  attack,  to  give  me  the  floor. 
In  consequence  of  this  personal  assault  which  he 
had  made  upon  me,  so  far  from  a  desire  to  refrain 
answering  my  colleague,  I  strove  for  the  floor  the 
very  instant  he  closed  his  remarks.  I  tried  nearly 
the  whole  day  to  obtain  the  floor,  and  I  went  to 
the  Chairman  and  told  him  that  I  was  personally 
assailed  by  my  colleague,  and  solicited  him  to  give 
me  an  opportunity  to  reply.  He,  however,  fdt  it 
his  duty — and  for  it  1  certainly  cast  no  censure 
upoii  hira — to  give  the  floor  to  others  uzK>n  that 
day  and  the  day  following.  I  made  the  effort 
when  we  went  a^n  into  committee — and  we 
have  been  in  committee  but  once  tince — but  was 
unsuccessful.  I  have  been  successful  to-day,  and 
I  want  my  colleague  to  understand,  that  nis  as- 
saults are  not  otUlawtd,  and  that  when  a  man 
assails  me  personally  in  this  Hall,  charging  me 
with  malicious  misrepresentation,  I  will  meet  him 
on  the  first  occasion. 

My  colleague,  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  said, 
if  I  should  say  that  I  did  not  intentionally  and 
willfully  misrepresent  him,  he  would  withdraw 
what  he  had  said.  The  very  first  remark  I  made 
aAer  I  stated  the  facts  was,  that  I  was  not  conscious 
those  resolutions  had  been  amended.  I  told  him 
80  in  the  presence  of  the  House,  of  the  committee, 
and  the  country;  and  now,  sir,  I  shall  not  repeat 
it.  I  have  generally  been  accustomed,  amongst 
gerUUmen,  to  have  my  word  taken  when  I  speak  if 
once.    So  much  for  that. 

Again:  my  colleague  said,  if  I  had  set  this  mat- 
ter right  he  should  have  found  no  fault,  and  that 
he  now  rises  as  much  to  defend  the  eentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  as  himself, 
and  I  want  the  ear  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    What  did  the  gentleman  say  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  say  that  my  colleague 
said,  he  now  rises  more  to  protect  the  gentleman 
from  Virdnia,  than  to  vindicate  himself,  or  to  that 
effect,  as  I  understood  him.  Now  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  myself  had  a  conversation  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  he  appeared  perfectly 
satisfied.  At  no  time  has  he  intimated  any  dis- 
satisfaction. He  does  not  hesitate  to  speak  his 
views,  and  I  in  return  tell  him  mine.  I  do  not 
think  he  will  feel  under  particular  obligations  to 
my  colleague  for  defendmg  him.  He  generally 
speaks  for  himself,  and  is  able  to  inform  the  House 
it  he  felt  aggrieved  under  the  remarks  I  made.  I 
know  he  does  not  feel  aggrieved  in  the  least. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Vknablk,]  at  whom  my  remarks  were  aimed  more 
thaii  at  my  colleague,  aAer  sefuiching  and  search- 
ing, and  finding  tMt  the  resolutions  were  amended, 
came  and  told  me  they  were  amended.  I  then 
said  to  the  gentleman  that  I  would,  in  my  pub- 
lished remarks,  see  that  the  resolution  was  inserted 
as  amended,  and  as  it  was  adopted.  He  declared 
himself  perfectly  satisfied.  Soon  after  my  col- 
league came  around  to  my  desk,  and  told  me  that 
Mr.  Vknablk  had  told  nim  the  resolutions  were 
amended. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  did  not  so  state.  I  went  to  the 
gentleman,  when  I  found  these  resolutions  had  been 
sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk.  He  had  before  him  the 
Congressional  Globe,  which  I  could  not  then  get; 
and  he  then  said  "that  Mr.  Vknablk  uM  him 
there  was  a  mistake  about  the  matter — that  neither 
of  us  had  voted  for  the  resolutions  which  were 
read."  When  I  complained  to  him  of  his  mis- 
representing me,  by  alleging  that  I  voted  for  a 
series  of  resolutions  when  I  had  not  done  so,  he 
said  *•  he  would  correct  it  in  the  report;"  but  how 
did  he  correct  it?  He  published  the  resolutions  in 
regard  to  France— entirely  different  ones — and  not 
Cummings's  resolutions  as  amended,  but  those 
sent  to  us  from  the  Senate.  I  did  not  vote  upon 
Cummings's  resolutions.  The  vote  was  never 
taken  upon  them  nor  were  they  amended.  Now, 
the  gentleman  thinks  they  were  amended.  I  do 
not  believe  they  ever  were  amended.  The  Senate 
resolutions  superseded  them. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  have  no  doubt  ftiy  col- 
league  represents  this  matter  as  he  understands  it. 
For  myself,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say  how  he 
understood  it,  but  I  say  that  the  gentleman  came 
to  me,  and  as  I  understood  him,  stated  what  I 
have  said,  and  I  then  told  him,  that  I  had  corrected 
it  by  requesting  the  Reportors  to  report  the  reso- 
lutions as  adopted,  and  for  which  he  voted,  and  I 
then  understood  him  to  be  entirely  satisfied. 


Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  did  not  express  any  satis- 
faction about  it. 

Mr.  GUDDINGS.  My  colleague  then  did  not 
cast  any  impufation  upon  me,  of  having  mis- 
represented him,  or  of  having  intended  to  mis- 
represent him;  but,  upon  the  contrary,  gave  me 
to  understand  that  lie  was  perfectly  satisfied. 
One  word  more  in  regard  to  others  of  my  col- 
leagues, [Mr.  Barrkrk  and  Mr.  Campbell.]  I 
had  no  intention  of  alludine  to  them  in  any  man- 
ner whatever.  And  I  will  say  here,  that  not  a 
man  of  the  entire  feneration  of  members  -with 
whom  I  served  in  this  Hall,  and  who  have  now 
passed  away,  nor  one  of  those  men  holding  a  seat 
tiere,  was  ever  personally  assailed  by  me«  except 
in  sdf-defence;  nor  while  I  hold  a  seat  here  shall 
any  member  upon  this  floor  wantonly  charge  me 
with  malicious  falsehood  and  escape  unscathed. 

One  word  as  to  the  speech  of  my  colleague  about 
Kossuth  and  slavery.  Is  this  the  place  and  this 
the  occasion  for  my  colleague  to  rise  and  make  a 
speech  in  re^:ard  to  slavery — to  be  eternally  agtta- 
tmg  that  agitating  subject?  [Laughter.]  Why* 
here  I  call  upon  him  to  correct  a  misrepresenation, 
and  he  commences  his  speech  with  slavery. 
[Laughter.]  Let  me  tell  him  and  this  committee, 
this  Question  of  slavery  is  one  which,  from  the 
time  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  Hall,  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  discuss  upon  all  proper  occasions. 
When  I  do  hesitate  to  meet  it,  upon  all  such  occa- 
sions, let  my  right  arm  drop  ffom  its  socket,  but 
let  me  protest  against  these  a^iiators.  [Laughter.) 
Why,  you  cannot*say  anything  in  regard  to  Kos- 
suth and  about  Hungary,  or  about  any  other  sub- 
ject, but  there  are  men  upon  this  floor  who  will  see 
the  ghost  of  slavery,  aboliiion,  free-soil,  or  some- 
thing, else  rising  up  before  them;  and  at  it  they 
will  go  wind-mill  fashion,  waging  war  against  iu 
What  provocation  has  my  colleague  to  come  out 
and  assail  the  Free-Soil  party^  the  Abolitionists,  or 
the  public  press  ?  Why,  does  not  the  public  senti- 
ment of  our  State  stare  him  in  the  face  and  point 
him  to  a  speedy  political  grave  to  which  it  will  con- 
sign the  man  who  tramples  upon  the  popular  sen- 
timent of  the  day?  I  very  much  apprehend,  when 
the  proper  6ccasion  arrives,  these  agitators  viS 
force  me  into  a  speech  upon  this  ouestion  of  da- 
very,  [laughter,]  and  then  let  me  teil  you,  that  the 
gentleman  will  be  as  silent  and  dumb  as  an  adder. 
You  will  not  coax  him  into  a  reply  or  a  speech 
when  I  shall  come  forward  and  in  a  legitimate 
course  of  argument  assail  the  positions  he  has  so 
loneoccupiea ;  but  here,  out  of  time,  out  of  place, 
ana  out  of  order,  he  pitches  into  it,  as  the  aayinf 
is  out  West,  with  a  perfect  looseness.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ashtabula  [Mr.  Giddings]  yidd  Uie  floor  to  his 
first  colleague?  [Mr.  Tatlor.] 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  do  not  mean  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  gentleman 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Olds]  rises  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  OLDS.  My  question  of  order  is  this— 
that  no  gentleman  nas  a  right  to  occupy  the  floor 
more  than  once.  My  other  colleague  [Mr.  Tat- 
lor] rises  to  a  personal  explanation  and  occupies 
the  floor  for  half  an  hour,  and  if  this  thing  is  to 
go  on  there  will  be  no  end  to  it.  t  want  the  floor 
for  five  minutes  for  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  In  order  to  relieve  my  col- 
league, however,  I  will  simply  say,  as  this  is  a 
controversy  between  my  two  colleagues  upon  the 
right,  [Messrs.  Giddikos  and  Tatlor,]  I  have 
myself  nothing  more  to  say.  Having  made  a  few 
remarks  in  respect  to  my  personal  connection  in 
the  matter,  I  yidded  the  floor  to  my  furthest  col- 
league, [Mr.  GiDDiNGs,]  because  he  was  connect- 
ed with  the  controversy;  and  I  had  Just  jpow 
yielded  the  floor  to  my  colleague  from  the  Ross 
district,  [Mr.  Tatlor.]  I  rise  again  to  say  that 
I  yield  the  floor  unconditionally. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  Atmn  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  had  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  Then  heyielaed  it  to  another 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tatlor]  for  personal 
explanation.  It  is  legitimate,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  for  one  ^tleman  to  yield  the  floor  for 
a  personal  expUnation;  but  it  is  not  legitimate  for 
him  to  yield  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speech. 

Mr.  ULDS.  I  know  I  can  hardly  claim  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
day.    I  do  not  propose  to  detain  them  ^rt  niinQtei. 
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f  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  this 
^ht  between  my  colleagues  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  House.    I  trust  that  when  this  committee  shall 
anin  have  und«r  consideration  tUe  bounty  land 
^1  they  will  provide  that  these  gentlemen  shall 
have  bounty  land  for  services  rendered  the  countrv, 
6^1itinff  ia  this  buck-shot  war.    [Laughter.]    My 
friend  from  the  Scioto  district,  [Mr.  Tatlor,]  be- 
ing a  wily  politician,  has  made  some  insinuations 
at  this  time  which  I  am  called  upon  to  notiee,  be- 
ing from  the  same  State.    I  propose  to  notice  his 
.great  devotion  to  the  names  of  General  Jackson 
and  James  Madison.    He  made  the  remark,  that 
if  these  lUustrious  dead  should  rise  and  appear 
befm«  the  American  peoplf ,  there  would  «ot  be 
die  same  exertion  to  tender  honors  to  them  as  in 
tbe  case  of  Kossuth.    Why  has  my  friend  from 
the  Seiot^  district  become  so  devotedly  attached  to 
the  names  of  Madison  and  Jackson  as  this,  that 
he  places  them  among  the  rreat  men  of  the  coun- 
try?   The  gentleman  has  been  a  party  man — he 
has  always  given  his  all^iance  as  a  party  man; 
and  when  the  illustrious  J^kson  was  alive,  and  a 
candidate  for  the  highest  honors  before  the  Ameti- 
can  people,  he  belonged  to  the  party  that  carried 
the  eoflin  hand-bills  to  blacken  the  name  of  that 
peat  raanv    Why  does  he  rise  now  and  place  him 
before  the  American  people  as  one  of  those  to 
whom  they  wiH  not  pay  honor  before  they  would 
to  the  name  of  Kossuth  ?    It  is  not  to  that  remark 
.  particularly  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee,     I  have  observed  that  he  is  a 
party  mam    He  knows  the  condition  of  his  partv 
now.    He  sees  the  handwriting  upon  the  wall, 
and  he  knows  full  well  what  the  interpretation  of 
that  handwriting  is.    Does  he  stand  here  for  the 

pprpoae  of  glaring  information 

Mr.  TAYLO^  (interposing.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  roe  to  ask  him  a  question?  1  will 
wMk  him  if  he  was  not  opposed  to  Jackson,  and  if 
he  did  not  at  one  time  belong  to  the  Whig  party 
is  Ohio? 

Mr.  OLDS,  (resuming.)    I  will  r^ly  to  the gen- 

tlotan.    I  once  betongra  to  the  Whig  party;  but 

Ihave  done  works  a^eet  for  repentance.  Has  my 

edkigue  d&anged  his  views  relative  to  General 

JiekwB  and  James  Madison,  as  I  have  mine. 

Sir,  vhat  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
BtKiftoat  tins  time  is  this:  theeentleman  being  a 
putj  man,  and  seeing  the  handwriting  upon  Uie 
wall,  and  knowing  well  the  interpretation,  wishes 
to  ^peak  upon  this  floor,  not  for  the  ears  of  mem- 
bers, but  so  that  it  wiH  reach  the  ears  of  Southern- 
ers—men  who  will  be  called  before  a  year  shall 
have  elapsed  to  vote  for  another  presidential  candi- 
date. What  is  the  insinuation  or  my  colleague?  It 
is,  that  these  Northern  fanatics— Free-Soilers  and 
Abolitionists — are  uniting  with  the   Democracy 
fi»r  the  purpose  of  getting  the  ascendency  in  this 
eountry.    How  iongis  it  since  my  friend  from  the 
Sctoio  district  [Mr.  Tatlor]  has  eschewed  all  con- 
nection with  abolitionism  and  free-soilism  in  Ohio  ? 
How  long  is  it  since  his  party  has  eschewed  all 
connection  of  that  kind?    JlnB  not  his  party,  in 
Ohio,  been^  united  with  every  ism  in  the  country? 
Did  not  his  V^rty  unite  witn  Anti-Masonry  for 
the  purpose  orpolitical  ascendency  ?    Has  not  his 
ptity  ia  Ohio  for  years  perambulated  that  State, 
ajoled,  coaxed,  and  courted  Abolitionism  and 
Pree-Soilism,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  the  power 
of  the  State?    Did  they  in  their  eonvention  of  the 
U  July  dare  to  come  out  and  express  any  opinion 

rn  the  compromise  measures,  on  one  side  or 
other?  No,  sir.'  They  did  not  dare  do  it:  an 
important  election  was  soon  to  come  off.  Fret- 
Soil  votes  were  necessary  to  their  success.  They 
evaded  the  questionby  merely  saying  the  15  com- 
promise was  not  a  Whig  measure. "  But  in  order 
to  conciliate  the  Free-I^il  vote  of  Ohio,  what  did 
they  do  ?  They  nominated  as  one  of  their  candi- 
dates for  the  supreme  bench  of  the  State,  a  man 
who  declared  in  the  convention  that  amended  the 
constitution  of  our  State,  that  office  should  not  be 
bestowed  upon  or  withheld  fh)m  any  man  on  ac- 
count of  the  colgr  of  his  skin,  and  that  if  there  was 
a  black  man  in  his  county  <{ualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  magistrate,  and  the  people  approved  of 
hia  for  that  office,  he  had  no  objection  to  his  fiU- 
iiW^tt.  They  look  this  roan  as  one  of  their  can- 
^■aatcs  for  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio, 
in  order  to  eonciliate  the  Free-Soil  party.  But  the 
bait  did  not  take.  The  Free-Soilers  held  their 
jyneccnven^on.  and  nominated  a  full  ticket. 
What  then,  sir,  did* the  gentleman's  party  do? 


Why  it  was  said — though  I  do  not  make  the  charge 
upon  this  door — that  their  candidates  for  State  aud- 
itor and  State  treasurer  bargained  with  the  Free- 
Soil  candidate  to  withdraw  from  the  contest,  so 
that  they  might  get  the  Free-Soil  vote.  This  I  do 
know  and  here  assert:  just  upon  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  Free-Soilers  to 
call  a  new  convention,  the  Whig  candidate  for  treas- 
urer of  the  State  visited  the  neighborhood  of  the 
residence  of  the  Free-Soil  candidate,  who  shortly 
afterwards  declined  the  nomination  of  the  Free-Sod 
party.  Upon  this,  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Free-Soil  party  came  out  in  a  circular,  in  which 
they  said  that  they  would  not  direct  the  name  of 
the  Whig  candidate  to  be  printed  upon  their  ticket; 
yet  they  should  feel  constrained  to  vote  for  him; 
and  recommended  the  Free-Soilers  to  do  likewise, 
because  the  nominating  committee  of  the  Free- 
Soil  convention  had,  in  their  irst  report,  named 
the  Whig  candidate  as  the  Free-Soil  candidate 
also.  But  now,  when  the  election  is  over,  and 
when  the  Democmts  of  Ohio  have  triumphed  by 
ten  thousand  majority  over  the  Whigs  and  Free- 
Soilers  combined,  and  elected  a  clean  Democratic 
ticket  from  end  to  end,  now  my  friend  from  the 
Ross  district  [Mr.  Tatlor]  rises  on  this  floor  and 
denounces  the  Free-Soil  party,  who  are  no  longer 
of  any  use,  and  declares  to  the  Democrats  of  the 
South  that  the  Free-Soilers  are  in  league  with  the 
Democrats  of  the  North.  The  gentleman  is  a 
wily  politician. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  WiU  my  col- 
league give  way  for  a  single  question? 

Mr.  OLDS,    C^tainly. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  some  of  the  remarks  of  my  colleague  in  rela- 
tion to  Uie  Whig  party  of  Ohio  are  not  true.  It 
is  very  true  thatthe  Whig  party  of  that  State  have 
uniformly  declared  them^ves  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  &,c*',  but  if  1  understand  the 
current  of  the  gentleman's  remarks,  he  desires  to 
cast  some  sort  of  odium  upon  the  Whi^  party  for 
having  taken  that  position.  Now,  1  rise  merely 
for  Uie  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry  of  the  g[en- 
tleman,  as  he  is  going  over  in  detail  the  political 
proceedings  of  our  State,  and  that  is,  whether  it 
was  not  the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio  who  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  present  senior 
Senator,  Mr.  Chaib?  I  put  that  question  to  my 
colleague  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
Democratic  party,  as  well  as  the  Whigparty,  has 
been  indulnngin  that  way  somewhat.  [Laugnter.] 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  reply  to  that  point,  for  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  a  point  tnere,  and  if  the  House  will  in- 
dulge ms  a  moment,  I  will  tell  an  anecdote  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  The  anecdote  was  told  me  by  Colonel 
Powell,  of  Kentucky,  now  the  Democratic  Gk>v- 
emor  of  that  State.  There  was  an  old  man  away 
down  in  his  neighborhood  who  was  always  a  can- 
didate for  office,  and  when  a  candidate  published 
long  political  essays  to  the  country.  His  name 
was  Jones,  and  he  had  been  so  long  a  candidate  for 
office  that  they  called  him  "  Live-forever  Jones." 
One  fine  day  ne  came  to  Colonel  Powell  and  said: 
*'  Colonel,  1  have  got  a  political  essay  that  I  wish 
to  have  your  opinion  upon."  The  Colonel  took 
it  and  read  it  through,  and  then  remarked  that  it 
was  i^ery  well  written,  but  that  he  could  see  no 

Joint  m  It.  ***  You  cannot  see  any  point  in  it?"  said 
ones;  and  then  he  took  the  essay  and  read  it  over 
paragraph  by  paragraph.  Still  the  Colonel  said 
that  altnough  it  was  very  well  written,  excellent 
grammar,  good  rounded  periods,  still  he  could  see 
no  point  iirit.  *'  Well,"  said  the  old  man,  **  that's 
just  what  I  want;  now  I've  got  my  essay  with- 
out any  point;  for  when  I  make  a  point,  they 
always  get  me  on  a  point. "  [A  laugh.]  It  strikes 
me  that  my  friend  over  the  way  has  made  a  point, 
and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  I  got  him  on 
that  point.  Now,  who  was  Uie  alternative  of- 
fered to  the  Democrats  when  they  elected  Mr. 
Chase  to  the  iJnited  States  Senate?  Who  was 
Uie  candidate  of  the  Whig  party?  Why,  Tom 
Ewin^ — "  Butcher  Tom,'^as  he  ia  callM — was 
a  candidate,  and  Tom  Corwin  was  a  candidate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Oh  no;  he  did  not  need  to 
be  a  candidate,  for  he  was  then  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  his  term  had  not  expired. 
Ml*.  OLDS.  My  friend  is  right:  Mr.  Corwin 
had  already  been  rewarded,  by  an  elecUon  by  the 
Whigs  and  Free-Soilers  of  Ohio,  in  part  payment 
of  important  services  rendered  hi»  party  in  per- 
ambulating the  Western  Reserve,  pretending  to 


have  a  letter  in  his  pocket  from  General  Taylor  to 
the  Free-Soilers  or  Ohio,  pledging  Uie  Qeneral  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Wilmot  proviso/  though  he 
was  never  willing  to  show  the  letter.  Such  was 
the  man  who  had  been  elected  Senator  by  the 
Wh^,  and  Tom  Evdng  was  no  better;  and 
the  Democrats  of  Ohio,  by  a  combination  with 
the  Free-Soilers,  elected  a  man  who,  although  a ' 
Free-Soiler,  was  a  thorough,  radical  Democrat — 
right  upon  the  tariff— right  upon  the  currency — 
right  upon  all  the  great  radical  quesdons  of  the 
Democracy  of  Ohio,  with  the  excepUon,  perhaps, 
of  this  slavery  Question.  There  was,  perhaps, 
one  point  on  which  he  may  have  differed  from  the 
Democrats  of  Ohio,  but  being  right  on  all  others* 
what  were  the  Democrats  to  do?  Were  they  to 
sit  still  and  see  **  Butcher  Totti"8ent  to  the  Senate 
rather  than  vote  for  ]^r.  Chase,  who  is  a  thor- 
ough, radical  Democrat  upon  all  quesUons  but 
upon  the  question  of  slavery?  But  pray,  who  is 
the  junior  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio  [Mr. 
Wade]  who  was  elected  last  winter  by  a  combi- 
nation of  the  Whigs  and  Free-Soilers)  Does  he 
not  go  the  same  length  as  Mr.  Cbasb  upon  the 
slavery  quesUoo?  But  such  has  been  the  state  of 
thines  in  Ohio,  that  the  Free-Soil  party  have  held 
the  balance  of  power,  and  both  pa^es  have  been 
obliged  to  coalesce  with  them. 

Mr.  GiDDINGS.  I  want  to  know  of  my  col- 
league, whether  he  intends  publicly  before  the 
nation  to  declare,  that  both  parties  are  under  the 
control  of^  and  obligations  to,  the  Free-Soilers? 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  OLDS.  That  is  the  very  point  at  which 
I  was  about  to  arrive,  and  the  very  point  that  my 
friend  from  the  Ross  district  [Mr.  Tatloe]  is  trying 
to  avoid  now,  by  severing  the  connection  between 
the  Whigs  and  Free-Soilers.  Yes,  the  Free-Soilers 
have  held  the  control  of  the  State  elecUons.  The 
Legislature  was  so  orgflnized  that  neither  the  Dem- 
ocrauc  party  nor  the  Whie  party  had  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  upon  joint  ballot,  and  therefore,  in 
the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator  or  a  State 
officer,  the  Free-Soilers  held  the  balance  of  power, 
and  the  Democrats  could  not  elect  a  United  State* 
Senator,  unless  Uiey  selected  a  man  who  was  a 
Democrat,  it  is  true,  but  holding  free-soil  doctrines. 
Sir,  the  Whigs  had  taught  us  Uie  potency  of  such 
means;  they  had  often  practised  them.  They 
have  always  been  more  adroit  in  their  use  than 
the  Democracy.  They  out-fi;eneraled  us  last  win- 
ter; as  maniftsted  in  the  election  of  the  junior 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade.]  They  tned  by 
skillful  manceuvres  to  use  the  Free-Soilers  in  our 
last  fall's  election;  but  they  failed.  The  day,  as 
my  friend  from  the  Ross  district  [Mr.  Tatlor] 
well  knows,  has  gone  by  when  the  Free-Soilers 
can  be  of  any  use  to  the  Whigs  of  Ohio.  The 
people  of  the  State  have  spokeiuthrough  the  ballot- 
Doxes,  and  given  ten  thousand  majority  for  the 
Democrats,  over  both  Whigs  and  Free-Soilers,  and 
now  my  colleague  [Mr.  Tatloe]  is  willing  to 
coalesce  with  Southern  gentlemen,  and  would  have 
SouUiem  Democrats  believe  that  the  Northern 
Whigs  are  with  them.  Let  me  raise  my  warning 
voice,  and  say  to  my  Southern  friends,  Beware  of 
these  Bimey  Roorbacks !  Beware  of  the  Whi^ 
of  Ohio,  who  have  been  wedded  to  the  Free-Soil- 
ers and  Abolithonists,  from  the  first  dawn  of  polit- 
ical Free-SoUism  in  Ohio!  But  now,  when  they 
can  no  longer  be  of  any  use  in  obtaining  State 
power,  the  eentleman  wishes  to  sever^tbe  con- 
nection, and  ne  calls  upon  this  House  to  divorce 
the  Whig  party  from  tiiat  marriage  contract  made 
with  the  Free-Soil  party  of  Ohio,  He  wishes  now 
to  take  to  his  bosom  the  Southern  people,  and  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  Whigis  or  Ohio  have 
been  standing  up  for  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
Uie  South.  The  gentleman  would  give  the  im- 
pression, by  his  argument  on  this  floor,  that  the 
Northern  Democrats  are  against  thepeople  of  the 
South,  and  that  the  Northern  Whigs  are  oil 
their  side,  and  yet  when  you  look  at  the  record  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  fugitive  slave  bill, 
you  will  find  twenty-seven  Northern  Democrats 
to  three  Northern  Whigs,  voting  for  that  measure — 
although  I  admit  that  my  coUeague  was  one  of 
those  uiree. 

I  care  nothing  about  this  Kossuth  vote;  it  is  a 
mere  matter  of  moonshine  with  ms.^  I  care  noth- 
ing about  the  quarrel  between  my  two  colleagues; 
but  let  me  give  the  cheering  intelligence  to  the 
House,  that  my  colleague  from  the  Ashtabula 
district  [Mr.  GhDDikoi]  holds  a  decidsd  advantage 
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over  my  olher  colleague  from  the  R01&  disinct, 
[Mr.  Taylor.]  Our  Slate  will  "be  redisiricted  for 
CongressioDal  purpoaes  this  session  of  our  Legis- 
lature. The  Democracy  will  do  this.work;  and  I 
doubt  not  that  it  will  be  well  done.  The  gentle- 
man from  the  Abolition  district  [Mr.  Giddincs] 
will  come  back  to  this  House  again.  His  district 
is  80  situated  that  we  cannot  attach  enough  democ- 
racy to  it,  to  oust  him  from  his  seat.  He  holds  a 
life  tenure  upon  this'floor;  but  my  colleague  from 
the  Ross  district  has  no  such  tenure. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  next  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  MARSHAXJL,  of  California.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  yield  me  tlie  Aoor  for  a 
moment?  I  desire,  before  the  committee  rives,  to 
'offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  J  have  no  objection  to  yield  it 
for  that  puroose. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  which  has  been  under  discussion, 
or  ought  to  have  been  under  discussion,  all  morn- 
ing.   My  amendment  is  in  these  words: 

Provided^  That  ttio  President  riiAy  cause  the  payment  to 
be  made  at  surh  time  and  in  such  manner  as  will  be  most 
acceptable  to  ibe  Government  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not,  of  course,  wish  to  discuss  this  amend- 
ment now,  but  1  have  some  few  observations  upon 
k,  which  I  shall  wish  to  submit  at  a  more  suitable 
time  than  the  present.  I  now  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Jones]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and  partic- 
ularly House  bill  No.  46,  providing  for  carrying 
into  execution  in  further  part  the  twelAh  article 
of  the  treaty  concluded  with  Mexico  at-  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,  bat  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
tliereon. 

■    Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  back  as  correctly  enrolled — 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ioiAue  a  register  to  the  brig  Ada;  and 

An  act  to  provide  a  room  for  the  Congressional 
library. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOWLER,  the  House  then 
adjourned* 

NOTICE  OP  BILL. 

Mr.  MACE  ^ve  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow,  or 
tome  subsequent  day,  introduce  a  <*  Bill  to  provide  f^r  the 
•tctlemeot  of  dairas  sfainst  the  United  States.*' 


PETITIONS,  Jtc. 
The  (bllowinf  petiUona,  memorinls,  h,c.f  were  presented 
nndcjr  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropnate  committees : 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  The  memorial  of  Samuel  W. 
JoHes,  William  R.  White,  Cbnrles  Macolester,  and  others, 
interested  in  the  claiaas  upon  the  United  States  for  spolia- 
tions on  the  property  of  Amerioan  dtiseus  prion  to  the 
year  1601,  petitiooinf  Confress  to  pass  a  law  for  their 
speedy  liquidation. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Edward  A.  Lowder  Ac  Co.,  Michael 
Errickson,  John  S.  Newiin,  and  ottiera,  citixens  of  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  New  Jersey,  peti- 
tioning Congress  to  tuake  appropriations,  at  the  present 
session,  for  the  erection  of  a  wuitablc  pier  and  harbor  in  Uie 
Delaware  river  and  bay  a^  will  afford  shelter  to  vessels 
pavtgating  them. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  H.  Parker,  Henry  M.  Zol- 
liokoflttr,  Nicola  Manachesi,  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  petttloninf  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
to  prohibit  the  banishment,  deportation,  or  immigration, 
from  foreign  countries  to  tke  United  States,  of  all  convicts, 
felons,  and  paupers,  publicty  recognised  as  such  in  their 
own  country. 

By  Mr.  lIENN:  A  petition  of  Orson  Hyde  and  45 
others,  asking  fbr  the  creation  of  a  new  land  district  in  the 
portion  of  the  State  of  Iowa,.and  for  the  location  of  the 
land  office  thcretnr  at  Kanesville. 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  W.  Armstrong  and  60 
others  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  8.  T.  Cary  and  98  others,  of  a  like 
nature. 

By  Mr.  PORTER:  The  petition  of  Lloyd  Dorsey,  of 
Missouri,  asking  permission  to  enter,  at  the  minimum 
price,  certain  pieces  of  land  in  St.  Chartes  county,  Missouri, 
Vitbin  the  nnconfirmed  claim  of  Francis  Smith,  deceased. 

By  Mr. BOBBINS:  The  petiUon  of  John  H.  Scou  and 
84  oth«^rs,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  lo 
pass  a  law  to  prohibit  the  deportation  of  all  convicts,  (Wlons, 
and  paupers,  pubUcly  recognised  as  such  at  home  in. their 
own  countries. 

By  Mr.  A  VERETT :  The  petition  of  303  citisens  of  the 
third  Conjrressional  district  m  Virginia,  praying  ttiat  die 
office  of  Clinplain  be  abolished. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE :  The  memorial  of  Cbaries 
Avery  and  others,  citisens  of  Pittsburg,   Pean^lvania, 

8 raying  for  tlie  cont^tmctiop  of  a  ship  canal  around  the 
dU  of  the  river  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 
By  Mr.  KURTZ :  The  petition  and  papers  of  Heniy 


Young,  of  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  prajring  compensa- 
tion lor  di.<<abiilty  incurred  in  the  service  of  tlie  United 
States  during  the  war  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  peUUon  of  Frederick  Willyard,  of 
Westmoreland  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  lor  a  pen- 
sion. 

By  Mr.  LANE:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Oregon  rela- 
tive to  the  ciwiom-house  at  Pujrit*s  Sound. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE :  The  memorial  of  Lewis 
Peterson  and  others,  citisens  of  Allegany  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  for  such  a  modificatrou  of  the  present  rates 
of  duty  a«  will  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  roannfac- 
tnrers  of  salt. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  Moyle  and  others,  praying  for  a 
natioiinl  canal  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie.  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  RORBINS  :  A  memorial  of  the  citisens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, signed  bv  Robert  M.  Lee  and  34  others,  praying 
Congress  to  modity  the  bounty  land  act  of  Septemoi'r  98th, 
1850,  so  as  to  give  to  each  of  the  persons  intended  to  be 
l>enefited  by  the  said  act,  and  to  seamen  and  marines  who 
served  in  nnval  war.  not  less  than  16U  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memori.il  of  the  Presidents  of 
the  Marine  Instfrnnce  Companies  of  Pliitadelphia,  asking 
that  a  •<  light  ship,"  witli  a  "  fog  bill,"  be  placed  in  the 
Slnr  near  Cape  Roman,  South  Carolina. 

Also,  the  menvorial  of  the  Presidenui  of  the  Marine  In- 
surance Companies  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Congress  to 
Increase  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  United  States  court 
at  Key  West. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER:  The  petition  of  Charies  West  and 
others,  of  Masrachusetts,  askhis  tliat  the  appropriation 
mkde  by  the  Thirty-first  Congress  for  a  light-house  at 
Holmes's  Hole,  may  be  applied,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  tite  erection  of  three  beacon  or  btig  lii^its, 
according  to  tlie  recommendation  in  the  report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Coast  Survey. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  The  memorial  of  John  S.  Mayne, 
of  Pniladttlpliia^  one  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Samuel  McKensie, 
Surgeon  of  the  Pennsylvania  Continental  Line  in  the  revolu- 
tionarv  war,  claiming  commutation  or  five  years'  full  pay. 

By  Mr.  WELCH  :  Tlie  petition  of  A.  S.  Tidd,  asking 
to  have  his  road  from  Long  Bottom  to  Tapper's  Plains,  in 
Meigs  county,  Ohio,  declared  a  po«t  route. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  :  The  uteraorial  of  Joseph  R.CiTMkey, 
Consul  at  Cowcs,  England,  for  reimbursement  for  estraor* 
dinary  ezpensci  rocurred  in  the  public  service. 


IN  SENATE. 
WEDNE8DAT»JbntMry  21,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  temport  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  tranmnittin^  a  report  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  containing^  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  between  tliat 
Department  and  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
in  Paris,  respecting  the  political  occurrences  which 
have  recently  taken  place  in  France;  which  was 
read.. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  {Minted. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lewyore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Sec^tary  of  War,  commu- 
nicating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  11th  December,  1851,  a  copy  of  the 
proceeding:s  of  the  reneral  court-martial  convened 
m  this  city  the  23<f  ef  June,  1851,  for  the  trial  of 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Geor^  Talcott,  Colonel 
of  Ordnance;  which  was  read. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Or^ersd,  That  it  be  refmed  lo  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  commu- 
nicating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  9th  December,  1851,  a  report  ^f  the 
Chief  Topographical  Engineer,  in  relation  toinun^ 
dations  of  the  Mississippi  river,  with  estimates  of 
the  appropriation  required  to  complete  the  sur- 
veys and  investigations  heretofore  directed;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  DOWNS  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and 
that  tMTo  thousand  additional  copies  be  printed, 
three  hundred  of  which  for  the  use  of  the  TopO' 
graphical  Bureau. 

That  motion  poes  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  March  13, 1851,  a  report  on  the 
statistics  and  history  of  the  steam  marine  of  the 
United  States;  whicn  was  read. 

Orderedf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  00  Com- 
merce. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  the  petition  of  Julia 
M.  Lawrence,  widow  of  James  Lawrence,  a  naval 
officer,  and  one  of  the  captors  of  the  frigate  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  to  be  allowed  prize  money; 


which  was  referred  lo  the  Cotnmiltee  on  Naval 
Aifairs. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  memorial  of  the  legal 

representatives  of  Isaac  McCoy,  deceased,  prav* 

ing  the  allowance  of  certain  items  rejected  by  tat 

I  accouutinff  officers  in  the  settlement  of  his  ae- 

,  counts  as  Indian  Commissioner  in  1840  and  1841; 

which  was  referred. to  the  Committee  00  Indian 

I  Afiairs. 

I      Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  a  document  in  rela- 
\  tion  lo  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
,  eral  Belknap  to  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Penstoiur. 

Mr.  PEIARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Sarah 
,  A.  Watson,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil* 
!  liam  il.  Watson,  pmying  a  contiimanoe  of  her 
I  pension;  wJiich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  00 
'  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants,  underwriter** 
I  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  Marylar.d,  praying  Con« 
gress  to  authorize  a  survey  of  certain  shoals  in  the 
China  Seas,  the  Straits  of  Gaspar,  and  Java  Sea, 
which  lie  in  the  tracks  of  vessels  proceeding  to 
aiid  from  China;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  UNDER^yOOD  submitted  an  additional 
document  in  relation  to  the  claiin  of  William  8. 
Wcdier;  which  was  referred  to  the  C&mmittee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  petition  of  H. 
S.  Kenny,  praying  compensation  for  subatstence, 
forage,  and  other  supphes,  furnished  to^  a  company 
of  Texas  voUinteerd  in  1849;  which  was  lefeirtd 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  praying  the  cor- 
rection of  an  error  in  the  entry  of  certain  lands  br 
Meshech  Deariuger  and  William  Dearinser;  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnbnt  Lands. 
Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying 
a  grant  of  land  to  that  State  for  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Burlington  to  the  Missovin 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council  of  the  citv  of  Cincinnati,  in  favor  of 
an  appropriation  Jor  the  purchase  of  the  private 
stock  of  the  Loiiisville  and  Portland  Canal,  a 
reduction  of  the  tolls,  and  an  enlai^ement  oC  the 
Canal;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committet  tm 
Roads  and  Canak. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  MEXICO. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  pe- 
tition of  Daniel  N.  Pope,  one  of  the  claimants  for 
indemnity  against  Mexico,  who  prays  that  some 

Provision  may  be  made  for  the  reinveeti^tion  of 
is  claim.  1  have  also  a  similar  petition  from 
Andrew  J.  Brame.  There  are  now  several  peti- 
tions before  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  which  uarw 
been  presented  by  myself  and  olher  Senators,  of 
which  the  Senate  has  made  no  dispoaitiop.  1  see 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
TMr.  Stocktok,]  who  made  the  motion  the  other 
day  to  refer  these  memorials  to%a  select  commit- 
tee, is  now  in  his  seat.  I  now  make  the  aama 
motion  which  he  then  made,  aii^  I  will  state  that 
I  was  mistaken  the  other  dav  in  relation  to  that 
matter.  I  understood  the  Chair  to  say  that  the 
motion  at  that  time  pending  was^to  refbr  tho 
memorial  which  he  presented  to  t£e  Commiuea 
on  Foreign  Relations.  I  have  since  understood 
that  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  moved  to  refer 
it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  to  move  to  refer  to  a  aekct 
committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  he  suggested 
that  he  would  make  that  motion  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Then  I  make  the  motion  jioir. 
I  A^nll  state  that  I  have  looked  into  these  memo* 
rials  with  some  care,  and  I  think  that  the  sab^eci 
to  which  they  relate  is  important,  and  that  ii  re- 
quires serious  and  laborious  examination.  Tha 
memorialists  make  complaints  of  so  serious  a  na- 
ture, that  I  think  it  is  indispeasably  necessary,  in 
justice  to  them,  that  a  full  investigation  should 
take  place.  The  only  objection  I  have  to  thaaa 
memorials  going  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations is,  that  their  other  avocations  are  so  import- 
ant that  the  committee  will  not  be  able  to  devote 
the  necessary  time  to  the  consideration  of  this  sub* 
ject.    Aj  I  said  the  other  day»  these  memoriak 
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are  very  simUar  in  their  nature  to  those  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claims  for  French  spoliations,  and  are 
not  properly  relerable  to  any  of  the  standing  com- 
mlttee«  of  the  Senate.  Hence  1  think  that,  like 
the  memorials  in  reference  to  French  spoliation 
chiims,  they  should  go  to  a  select  committee.  Be- 
sides, the  petitioners  request  that  a  select  commit- 
tee be  appointed  ,with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers. 

I  would  state  that  there  are  some  things  in  the 
proceedings  of  this  board  which  seem  to  me  as* 
tooishing.    I  find  that  several  memorialists  repre- 
sent that  their  claims  on  being  presented  were 
stated  to  be  admitted,  subject  to  the  Aiture  order 
of  the  board,  and  afterwards  some  of  them  had 
been  reduced  to  one  half  of  the  sum  which  they 
had  datroed,  and  that  some  were  rejected  alto- 
eetber.     The  first  idea  was,  that  they  had  per- 
haps resei  ved  them  in  order  to  make  a  pro  rata 
distribution,  but  on  examination  I  find  that  that 
discretion  was  not  left  to  the  board,  but  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  after  the  returns  were  made. 
There  is  ^n other  very  eerious  matter  set  forth 
by  the  memorialists,  and  that  is,  that  when  the 
decisions  were  made  they  were  never  informed  of 
tlttir  nature.    They  say  that  in  some  particular 
cases  this  information  was  given,  but  that  althoi^h 
application  was    repeatedlv  made  to  know  the 
grounds  on  which  their  claims  were  rejected,  in 
order  that  if  there  were  any  errors  a  reconsidera- 
tion might  be  obtained,  and  although  they  were 
promised  from  time  to  time  that  such  opportuni- 
ties would  be  afforded,  yet  that  until  the  commis- 
non  was  closed  they  were  not  allowed  to  examine 
and  see  the  grounds  on  which  their  claims  were 
rejected.    JNot  only  was  that  the  case,  but  it  was 
attended  with  this  very  singular  circumstance — 
these  papers  were  all  return^  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  there  sealed  up.    T^^re  is 
no  reason  that  I  know  of,  why  they  should  be 
kept  secret;  certainly  after  the  Board  examined 
the  claims,  the  claimants  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  into  the  grounds  of  the  decision, 
and  see  what  was  done  in  relation  to  their  claims. 
Tet  I  am  informed,  on  good  authority,  though  not 
ofboiaUy,  that  these  papers,  since  they  have  been 
nKd(MO,have  been  put  under  seal;  so  that  the  par- 
tics  csnnot  get  any  information  which' may  be 
neccssaiy  for  the  further  investigation  of  their 
ckims. 

These  things  may  all  be  very  right,  but  they 
lenD  to  me  very  strange;  &nd  I  think  that  when 
■0  many  persons  are  calling  for  relief,  an  investi- 
gation ought  to  take  place.  I  therefore  move  that 
these  memorials  whicn  1  have  presented  be  referred 
tea  a^ect  committee  of  five,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers.  I  wish  also  to  include 
those  memorials  which  have  heretofore  been  pre- 
sented in  relation  to  this  subject,  but  which  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Thatcannot  be  done  with- 
oat  moving  to  take  them  from  the  table. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Then  I  confine  my  motion  to 
the  memorials  which  1  have  now  presented. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  tJiat 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisi- 
uit  win  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  Senate.  I  sup- 
pose that  the  standing  committees  of  this  body  are 
capable  of  passing  upon  all  questions  which  may 
anae.  This  is  a  question  which  is  appropriate  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  I  would 
Bot  say  anything  upon  this  subject,  but  for  the 
fiKtthat  thechairman  of  the  Commiit^  on  Foreign 
Relations  [Mr.  Mason]  is  absent. 

In  all  the  numerous  commissions  which  have 
or^pnated  in  this  country  during  the  time  I  have 
served  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I  have 
Bererknpwn  a  case  where  persons  disappointed  in 
their  expectations  with  regard  to  claims,  have  not 
coQiphuned  of  the  injustice  and  unfairness  with 
which  thev  were  treated.  But  when  we  have  de- 
puted ana  delegated  to  these  commissioners  the 
adjustment  of  chdms,  nothing  but  a  most  flag^nt 
<!tta  ihooM  tempt  or  induce  Congress  to  interpose. 
I  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittae  on  Foreign  Refaittons. 

Tbe  PRESIDENT.  As  the  Committee  on 
Forii|^  Relations  is  a  standing'cbmmittee,  the  first 
qoMKHiwill  be  on  the  reierence  to  that  committee. 
Mr.  DOWNS.  I  should  perhaps  have  no  verv 
Mrioos  ohjeotioift  to  the  reference  of  the  memorials 
to  that  committee,  but  for  the  fact  that  a  prominent 
Aember  of  ifaat  coixniihtee  has  expressed  a  very 
decided  optnioii  in  reference  to  thjs  mattet*,  and 


seemed  to  have  very  much  the  same  idea  about  the 
cltiims  that  the  Commissioners  had,  that  is,  that  all 
the  injustice  was  done  to  Mexico,  and  none  to  the 
claimants,  and  that  it  was  a  duty  to  oppose  them, 
and  cut  their  claims  down  as  much  as  possible.  I 
think,  if  gentlemen  will  look  into  these  claims, 
they  will  find  them  to  be  of  a  very  different  char- 
acter. Many  of  these  claims,  and  one  which  I 
presented  some  time  ago,  were  admitted  by  a  for- 
mer Board  of  Commissioners  of  at  least  as  high 
authority  and  dignity  as  the  last  Board,  but  were 
referred  on  some  points  to  the  umpire,  and  were 
not  decided  by  him. 

These  claims,  I  take  it,  are  clearly  recognized 
as  being  entitled  to  be  liquidated  by  a  subsequent 
treaty.  In  the  case  to  which  I  hav&  alluded  as 
having  been  presented  by  me  some  time  since,  an 
order  was  made  by  the  Board  that  the  claim  should 
be  allowed,  subject  to  the  future  order  of  the 
Board,  yet  when  the  future  order  of  the  Board 
came,  they  rejected  the  claim  alto*gether. 

I  think  that  a  mutter  of  this  importance  reauires 
some  investigation.  It  may  be  all  right;  ana  if  it 
is,  it  will  not  suffer  by  investigation.  The  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  that  these  complaints  should 
not  be  listened  to,  and  that  there  will  always  be 
complaints  of  this  character.  Perhaps  the  Senator 
is  not  aware  that  it  was  never  expected  by  our 
negotiator  in  Mexico,  or  by  the  Goveriiment  here, 
or  by  the  people  generally ,  that  the  amount  of  three 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  shouid  be  the  only 
compensation  which  the  United  States  would  make. 
That  was  urs^ed  as  an  objection  by  the  Mexican 
negotiators  when  the  treaty  was  made ;  but  M  r.  Trist 
replied  to  them,  that  although  that  amount  was 
fixed,  still  that  was  not  necessarily  tb  be  the  limit 
to  which  the  United  States  would  go — that  there 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  pay  a  greater 
amount  if  claims  to  a  greater  amount  were  justly 
due.  And  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  these  claims  were  presented  agoinst  Mex- 
ico, and  that  when  we  were  enforcing  them  against 
that  Govern meht  we  did  not  fix  them  at  three  mil- 
lions and  a  quarter,  but  at  some  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  it  is  very  strange  indeed  that  we  should 
now  confine  the  claims  to  that  limit  of  three  millions 
and  a  quarter.  3ut  I  understand ,  further,  that  the 
Board,  so  far  from  going  beyond  the  three  mil- 
fions  and  a  quarter,  wKicn  was  evidently  contem- 
plated by  the  treaty,  have  fallen  short  of  it,  and 
that  forty  thousand  dollars  of  that  amount  has  not 
been  absorbed,  and  that  Mexico  has  perhaps  al- 
ready laid  claim  to  that  surplus  as  belonging  to 
her,  because  this  Government  stipulated  to  pay 
that  amount,  and  she  claims  that  she  is  entitled  to 
any  surplus  which  may  remain  if  the  amount  is 
not  paid.  She  is  certainty  entitled  to  it,  if  the 
Board  have  acted  fairly  ana  justly,  but  she  is  not 
entitled  to  it  if  these  claimants  have  not  been  fairly 
treated. 

All  I  ask  and  all  I  wish  is,  that  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  this  matter  shall  take  place;  and  I 
am  more  anxious  that  these  tnemorials  should  now 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  because  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  seems  to  intimate 
very  clearly  that  they  will  receive  very  little  quarter 
from  the  CTommittee  on  Foreign  Relations, because 
he  thinks  that  all  such  claims  are  apt  to  be  wrong. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  was  not  present  when  this 
motionr  was  made  on  a  former  day;  but  I  under- 
stand that  the  chairman  of  thecommilteeon  Foreign 
Relations  then  gave  some  indications  of  an  opinion 
upoh  this  subject.  I  know  not  what  his  opinions 
were;  but  there  is  not  a  Senator  in  this  body  who 
ib  acquainted  with  the  ability  and  remarkable  lib- 
erality of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  who  would  not  be  willing  to  trust 
anything  to  his  judgment,  no  matter  what  might 
have  been  his  first  impression. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  says  that 
this  subject  requires  some  investigation.  I  need 
not  say  anything  as  to  the  capability  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject. At  its  head  stands  one  of  the  most  eminent 
and  able  lawyers  of  this  body,  [Mr.  Mason.] 
The  second  member  oh  that  conmiittee  [Mr. 
Douglas]  is  a  prominent  candidate  for  President 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  others  of  us  on 
that  committee,  very  humble,  to  be  sure;  but  yet 
I  think  that  that  committee  may  be  trusted  as 
capable  of  investigating  almost  any  question  rela- 
ting ta~their  appropriate  sphere  of  duty. 

&r,  this  practice  ofndamg  select  committeet  in 


this  body  is  of  very  recent  origin.  It  is  only  on 
rare  occasions,  when  the  Union  is  shaking  to 
its  foundation,  that  the  Senate  have  decided  to 
depart  from  its  usual  and  settled  practice,  and 
appoint  select  committees.  The  Union  will  suffer 
no  detriment  if  these  claims  should  never  be  ab 
lowed.  1  hope  the  country  will  do  justice  to  all 
claimants.  But  the  Senator  entirely  misconceive* 
what  I  sai(f,  if  he  understood  me  as  having  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  these  claims  which  have 
oeen  rejectea  ought  not  to  have  a  fair  hearing.  So 
far  from  it,  when  the  uuerposition  of  thi?  body  shall 
become  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  setting  the 
matter  right,  1  trust  1  shall  be  found  ready  to  go 
as  far  as  anybody. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  ability  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foteign  Relation^  is  well  understood  by 
this  body.  The  two  first  members  of  it  ought  at 
least  to  give  it  currency  in  this  body,  and  pmce  it 
on  on  equal  footing  with  any  select  committee 
which  can  be  raised.  I  trust  that  on  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  private  claim  Ive  shall  not  depart  from  the 
usual  and  dignified  course  of  the  Senate  by  ap- 
pointing^ a  select  committee  to  pay  money  to  per- 
sons who  it  has  been  decided  are  not  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  hope  that  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  will  not  understand  me  as  object- 
ing to  the  reference  of  these  memorials  to  the  (Joro- 
mittee  on  Foreign  JRelations.  I  have  no  objection 
to  that  committee.  I  disclaim  any  such  idea.  I 
have  as  much  respect  and  as  much  confidence  in 
the  members  of  that  committee  as  any  Senator. 
But  I  stated  before  that  I  wished  this  subject  to 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  because  I  thought 
the  labors  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
in  reference  to  other  questions  were  so  great  tljat 
they  could  not  devote  the  time  and  attention  to 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  which  it  seems  to 
me  to  require. 

I  think  the  honorable  Senator  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  one  point.  He  says  that  it  has  not  been 
the  custom  or  the  Senate  to  refer  questions  to  select 
committees,  except  in  the  case  of^  great  questions, 
where  the  Union  has  been  in  danger.  I  need  only 
remind  the  Senate  of  a  case  which  happened  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  at  this  session  in 
reference  to  a  question  which  did  not  afltect  the 
Union  at  all.  i  refer  to  the  claims  for  French 
spoliations.  These  are  exactly  such  claims  as 
those.  They  are  claims  against  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, which  have  been  relinquished  against  thot 
Government  and  preferred  against  our  own;  ajid, 
therefore,  they  cease  to  be  connected  with  our  for- 
eign relations,  because  we  have  taken  their  pay- 
ment upon  ourselves. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  French  spoliation  claima 
involve  the  payment  of  from  $5,000,000  to 
^10.000,000. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  How  does  the  Senator  know 
that  this  may  not  involve  the  payment  of 
$5,000,000? 

Mr.  MANGUM.  If  it  should  involve  that 
amount  it  would  be  very  astonishing. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  '  It  might  not  be  so  astonishing 
as  the  Senator  seems  to  suppose,  because  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  has  made  provision 
for  $3,250,000,  whereas  our  Go  vernnnent  asserted, 
when  prosecuting  these  claims  against  Mexico, 
that  there  should  be  paid  $8,000,000.  It  may  turn 
out  that  this  difference  of  $5,00(^,000  is  due  to 
these  claimants.  I  do  not  know  how  the  fact  may 
be.  Hence,  it  cannot  be  so  astonishing  as  the 
Senator  seems  to  suppose.  However,  that  is  not 
material.  This  is  a  case  very  analogous  to  that 
of  the  claims  for  French  spoliations;  and,  there- 
fore, I  would  have  moved  to  refer  these  menK>rials 
to  a  select  committee. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  is  mistaken 
in  saying  that  the  chairman  of  the  Conimiuee  on 
Foreign  Relations  said  anything  on  this  subject 
when  it  was  before  us  a  few  days  ago.  I  recol- 
lect that  he  was  not  here  at  that  time,  and  that  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Hdntkr]  suggested  that  the  memo- 
rials upon  this  subiect  ought  to^o  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Foreign  ReIaUonB«  I  suppose  it  was  that 
to  which  the  Senator  had  reference. 

Again:  it  would  be  no  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  refer  those 
memorials  to  a  select  committee.  I  made  the  mo- 
tion because  I  thought  that  a  more  thorough  and 
siAing  investigation  could  be  had  by  a  committer 
specially  charged  with  this  business.  I  cannot 
see  with  what  propriety  the  Senate  sliouUl  send 
those  old  claims  for  French  apoUationf  coi9mitte4 
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prior  to  1801  to  select  committees,  session  afler 
seaaion,  and  now  refuse  a  select  committee  to  an- 
other set  of  claimants  standing:  very  much  in  an 
analogous  position.  I  do  not  see  wny  we  should 
make  this  distinction.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
these  memorials  will  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  heard  any  of  these 
petitions  read.  In  order  that  I  may  vote  under- 
stand infly  on  the  subject,  1  would  like  to  hear 
one  of  tnem  read. 

The  PRESIDfl^NT.  There  are  a  number  of 
petitions  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HALE.    Let  one  of  them  be  read. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.    It  would  occupy  an  hour. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  can  any  one  give  me  an 
abstract  of  one  of  the  petitions .'  Do  they  allege 
corruption?  because  if  they  do,  I  believe  it.  If 
there  were  three  millions  of  money  to  be  disbursed 
by  the  Qo  vemment  without  there  being  corruption 
in  the  transaction,  it  would  form  an  exception  to 
the  geneml  rule.  And  if  there  was  not  corruption , 
if  these  claims  were  honestly  investigated,  whoever 
heard  of  parties  litigant  goine:  before  a  tribunal, 
and  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  being  satisfied 
with  the  result?  <  You  have  instituted  this  Commis- 
sion, and  the  money  has  been,  or  is  about  td  be 
paid  out.  Some  of  the  parties  are  dissatisfied  and 
complain  of  gross  injustice.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
it  in  the  least*  And  if  vou  were  to  institute  an- 
other commission,  ana  disburse  three  millions 
more,  there  would  be  twice  as  many  dissatisfied 
then  as  there  are  now,  and  the  number  of  claims 
would  be  increased.  Instead  of  lessening  the 
amount  of  the  clainis,  you  would  increase  them; 
and  you  would  increase  the  dissatisfaction.  If  it 
is  supposed  that  by  multiplying  commissions  and 
increasing  the  amount  of  payments,  you  would 
decrease  the  amount  of  dissatisfaction,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  a  great  mistake. 

If  there  be  a  charge  of  corruption,  I  hope  it  will 
be  made  definite;  and  I  hope  tne  Senate  will  take 
some  course  to  vindicate  the  Gh>vernment  against 
abuses  of  that  sort.  But  I  can  tell  these  claim- 
ants, that  if  they  are  sufiTering  under  corruption, 
they  are  not  alone.  Why,  it  is  said  that  when 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  Qeneral 
Taylor,  came  to  take  his  seat  at  the  head  of  the 
administration  of  the  Qovernment,  the  poor  old 
gentleman  came  with  the  idea  that  he  was  going 
to  drag  this  Government  back  to  hs  original  pu- 
rity. The  .task  proved  too  strons^  for  his  Hercu- 
lean powers,  and  he  fainted  and  died  under  it; 
and  so  would  any  man.  It  cannot  be  done.  Cor- 
ruption is  the  history  of  the  day,  and  it  will  be 
found  not  only  in  this  commission,  but  in  a  gt^at 
many  other  places.  If  there  is  a  charge  I  hope  it 
will  be  made  definite.  If  there  is  not  general  dis- 
satisfaction; but  if  there  is  a  definite  cnarge  made 
of  corruption,  perjury,  for^ry,  or  anything  of 
that  sort,  then  I  would  be  willing  to  investigate  it, 
and  go  as  far  as  anybody.  But  if  this  is  merely 
a  case  where  there  is  dissatis&ctionon  the  part  of 
claimants  on  account  of  their  claims  not  being 
paid,  it  is  an  idle  task,  it  is  perfectly  useless,  to 
undertake  to  satisfy  them.  It  is  for  this  reason 
Uiat  I  asked  for  the  reading  of  some  one  of  the  peti- 
tions, that  I  might  see  whether  a  specific  charge 
of  corruption  was  preferred  against  anybody. 

The  PRESIDENT.  One  of  the  memorials 
will  be  read  if  the  Senator  desires  it. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  can  state  briefly  the  nature  of 
the  memorials. 

'Mr.  HALE.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  statement 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  memorialists  charge  corruption .  1  understand 
them  to  charge  no  sucn  thing.  But  they  do  charge 
that  injustice  has  been  done  them;  that  there  is  a 
mystery  about  the  matter;  that  the  investigation  has 
not  been  as  public  as  such  things  ought  to  be;  that 
they  were  never  informed  until  the  Board  had 
closed  its  sessions  of  the  nature  of  the  objections 
to  their  claims,  although  they  were  pronused  an 
opportunity;  and  that,  finally,  the  grounds  of  the 
decisions  and  all  the  papers  were  sent  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  there  sealed  up. 

These  memorialists  do  not  ask  that  their  claims 
should  be  paid  as  they  represent  them;  but  they 
state  the  circumstances  unaer  which  the  awards  of 
the  Board  were  made;  and  that  previously  some  of 
those  claims  which  have  now  l^en  rejected,  were 
allowed  by  Boards  of  Commissioners  of  as  high 


respectability  as  any  board  that  ever  sat  on  sim- 
ilar claims.  They  complain  that  claims  have  been 
rejected  by  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners,  and 
that  no  reasons  for  their  rejection  had  been  made 
public,  or  placed  in  a  form  to  be  accessible  to  the 
claimants.  They  ask  that  this  veil  of  secrecy, 
which  is  so  inconsistent  with  our  course  of  pro- 
ceedings generally,  in  courts  of  justice  and  every- 
where else,  should  be  removed,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  looked  into.  It  may  turn  out  that 
these  claims  were  properly  rejected.  If  so,  the 
first  duty  of  a  select  committee,  if  one  should  be 
appointed,  WQuld  be  to  report  that  fact.  In  my. 
opinion  these  memorialists  are  justly  dissatisfied 
with  this  state  of  things,  and  they  merely  ask  that 
a  committee  should  look  into  the  matter,  and  see 
if  their  complaints  of  injustice  are  not  well  found- 
ed. If  they  .are  well  founded,  certainly  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  interpose  and  render 
them  justice. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  that 
when  parties  eo  before  a  tribunal,  the  disappointed 
party  will  be  dissatisfied.  But  I  would  asK,  have 
these  parties  not  a  right  to  be  dissatisfied,  since 
these  investigations  have  not  taken  the  usual 
course?  Where  was  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  \o  be  kept  secret  ?  Why 
were  not  the  decisions  made  as  in  all  other  courts? 
Why  were  not  the  records  op^n  to  those  persons, 
that  they  might  see  upon  what  grounds  their 
claims  were  rejected  ?  in  all  our  courts,  even  in 
the  highest  courts,  there  is  always  an  opportunity 
for  a  reconsideration  and  revision  or  opinions. 
What  would  we  think  of  oneof  our  courts  orjustice, 
whether  a  subordinate  or  a  supreme  court,  if,  when 
they  rendered  a  decision,  they  should  keep  it  secret, 
anci  keep  the  records  and  documents  in  the  case 
a  sealed  book,  not  allowing  the  parties  interested 
to  look  into  them  until  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
were  closed,  and  then  to  say  that  their  decision 
was  final  and  irrevocable,  andcould  never  be  looked 
into  ?    What  sort  of  Justice  would  that  be  ? 

I  know  nothing  ofthis  transaction  except  what 
I  learn  from  the  representations  of  the  memorial- 
ists, who  are  most  of  them  respectable  persons; 
and  I  say  that  they  do  make  out  a  very  strong  case 
for  the  investigation  of  a  select  committee.  That 
is  all  I  ask.  If  the  committee,  after  investigation, 
shall  report  that  these  claims  were  rightly  disal- 
lowed, I  shall  not  have  a  word  to  say.  But  I 
Uiink  that  the  memoriahsts  make  out  a  case  which 
entitles  them  to  have  the  subject  considered  by  a 
select  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must  interpose. 
This  discussion  is  not  in  order.  It  is  not  in  order 
to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  a  case 
upon  the  simple  question  whether  the  memorials 
shall  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  or  to  a 
standing  committee. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
making,  in  substance,  that  very  remark.  No  one 
present,  that  I  have  yet  heard,  has  hinted  the 
slightest  degree  of  opposition  to  the  reinvestigation 
of  this  matter.  The  only  question  before  the  Sen- 
ate is,  whether  these  memorials  shall  go  to  a  r^- 
ular  committee  or  to  a  special  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  refer  these  memorials,  which  have  been 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  My  motion  was  to  refer  them 
to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  aware  of 
that,  but  a  motion  having  been  made  to  refer  them 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  that  mo- 
tion has  precedence,  and  is  first  to  be  put. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  memorials  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  agreed  to— ayes 
35,  noes  12. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered f  Tbat  all  dmllar  memorials  on  the  filet,  preaented 
daring  the  present  aearion,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  JMationa. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RCFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WADE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  pwera  of  Brjran  CaUagbaa 
be  withdrawn  (torn  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Arabella  J.  Strong,  widow 
and  executrix  of  LorensoN.  Clarke,  on  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Oji  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  papeia  in  ttie  case  of  the  Iowa  militia 
claim,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 


tee on  Military  Affairs ;  and  that  the  letters  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  A(jyutant  General,  aecompaaying  the  ssimI 
be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  petition  and  papers  of  McKesn  B«- 
ehanan.  a  parser  in  the  Navy^  on  the  files  of  the  S«aate,  b« 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiure. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITCOMB,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  a4» 

ministrator  of  Major  Wade,  a  quartennaater  of  marines,  hm 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
*   Ordered,  That  the  heirs  of  Andrew  D.  Croebjrbavelcavta 
10  withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Oeoigo  Barren  and  8.  ▼. 
S.  Wilder,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  in  behalf  of  ih«m 
selves  andthe  other  heirs  of  the  owners  of  tlie  ship  **  Co- 
lumbia*' and  sloop  **  Washington,**  be  referred  to  the  Coai- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  Watson, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AflUrs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  been  requested 
to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  William 
Zollikofifer,  who  petitioned  Congress  at  the  last 
session  for  a  pension.  I  am  informed  that  there 
was  an  unfavorable  report  in  that  clue,  but  that  it 
was  not  acted  upon.  These  are  the  fiicta  under 
which  the  petitioner  desires  to  withdraw  his  pa* 
pers. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Simply  to  withdraw 
them? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Am  I  to  understand  that  the 
report  made  in  this  case  was  unfavorable? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  It  was  unfavorable,  but 
it  was  never  acted  on,  according  to  the  in/brmadoii 
which  I  have  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  It  will  be  a  very  bad  prece- 
dent to  allow  papers  to  be  withdrawn  in  socJi 
cases.  If  there  be  additional  testimony,  and  there 
is  any  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Senate  for  tnat  relief,  let  the  ^eation 
be  decided  when  it  comes,  for  on  its  conun^,  if  I 
understand  the  rule,  the  case  may  again  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  vrithdraw  the  motion. 
I  think  myself  that  in  general  it  is  a  bad  Uiing, 
aiid  I  would  like  to  ascertain  more  as  to  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  the  petitioner  to  make^  the 
reouest. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTBB8. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Charles  S.  Jackson,  submitted  a  report; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  tl»e  Committee  be  disdiaifod  fkom  tba 
ftirttier  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  it 


Ordered,  Tbat  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  Martinicus,' reported  abiu  to  annex  the 
Island  of  Martinicus,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
State  of  Maine,  to  the  collection  district  of  Waldo- 
boro',  in  said  county;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SOULE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Maunsell,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  the  Her- 
maphrodite bris  Sylphide  to  r^istry;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  stud  bill  was  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  engroasod  sad  read  a  third  tiSM. 

Mr.'  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  an  ezploratioa 
and  reconnoissance  of  the  courses  of  navigation 
used  by  whalinff  vessels  in  the  regions  of  Behrioj^'s 
Straits;  and  ano,  of  such  parts  of  the  Chiiia 
seas.  Straits  of  Gaspar,  and  Java  sea,  as  lie  di- 
rectly in  the  route  of  vessels  proceeding  to  and 
from  China;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading* 

The  report  aocompanying  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
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t»  jr^om  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
'^XlHer,  submitted  a  report,  accompaniq^  by  a  bill 
£or  hb  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Orin^f  That  the  report  be  j^nted. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Claims, 
\  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ezra  Wil- 
l  liams,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 
Ordaredf  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary,  to  whom,  was  referred  the  bill  author- 
ising the  payment  of  interest  tn  the  State  of  New 
Hamoehire  for  advances  made  for  the  use  and 
benent  of  the  United  States  in  repelling  invasion 
and  suppressing  insurrection  at  Indian  Stream,  in 
that  State,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  or  the 
Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
lo  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  re- 
vive for  a  limited  time  '  An  act  in  relation  to  dona- 
tions of  lands  to  certain  persons  in  the  State  of 
ArkuiffBS."' 

BOOKS  FOR  NBW  SENATORS. 
Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

RaolMd.  That  each  of  the  new  mcmberf  of  the  Senate 
te  mppHed  with  the  same  number  aod  description  of  booka 
a»  wefe  terniahed  to  each  of  the  membera  of  the  Senate  of 
te  last  CoD{^eaa. 

CENSUS  RETURNS 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Hamlin  on  the  20th  instant,  in 
r^atioo  to  tne  Census  returns;  and,  having  been 
amended,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

tiamkttif  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  requested 
%»  faniih  the  Senate  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
pafctvUAthe  Census  Returns  will  contain,  if  the  same 
itefltaeMfiefed  on  the  plan  now  pursued  by  the  Census 
Bareaa.  iho,  what  part  of  the  same  will  be  composed  of 
itatit6ed  aMes,  and  what  part  of  other  matter ;  and 
whedker  Acre  are  any  tablea  accompanying  the  same  jiot 
'bylaw. 


WILUAM  K.  LATIMER. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  the  following 

RsofaitioD  was.  considered  and  agreed  to  : 

Btmktd,  That  the  charfes  and  specifications,  and  alao 
the  report  aad  opinion  ot  a  court  of  inouiry  in  uie  case  of 
VtnifiaB  K.  Latimer,  an^the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Havy  iraiismitiLna  the  same,  and  the  general  order  in  raid 
csK,  dated  July  f,  1851,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  bill  to  make  land  warrants  assignable, 
and  for  other  purposes,  which  was  ordered  to  a 
thinl  reading  yesterday,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
piiied. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

'Mr.  GWJN.  As  1  understand  that  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  is  not  particu- 
larly anxious  to  address  the  Senate  to-day  on  the 
•pecial  order,  I  move  that  the  Calendar  be  taken 
^»aiid  that  we  commence  our  work  to-day  and 
CKtr  it  if  possible.  I  believe  that  some  of  the 
Qoeations  which  were  made  special  orders  cannot 
be  conveniently  proceeded  with  to-day,  and  I  trust 
that  tbere  will  be  no  objection  to  the  course  I  have 
proposed,  and  that  we  may  go  on  and  clear  the 
Calendar  of  its  business. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must  call  for 
the  ipedal  order  unless  some  motion  is  made  to 
peatpone  it  and  take  up  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  make  that  motion,  especially 
ai  I  learn  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Hr.  Davis]  will  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  shall  not  object  if  the  special 
onler  will  still  occupy  its  place  and  come  up  to- 

BWfTOW.  

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  come  up  as  a  mat- 
ter or  coarse. 

The  Question  was  taken,  and  the  special  orders 
were  alt  postponed,  with  the  view  of  proceeding 
with  the  Ualendar. 

LANDS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

ThebiEtoaxtiiid  the  time  for  selseting  knds 


granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  salinemir- 
poses,  was  taken  \m  for  consideration  as  in  Cfom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  to 
extend  the  time  to  the  year  1854. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.' DAWSON.  I  wish  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  would  explain  the  character  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  wiU  endeavor  to  do  so  as 
well  as  I  am  able.  By  the  act  of  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union  there  were  certain  lands 
granted  to  the'  State  in  connection  with  salt  springs 
in  the  same  way  as  lands  had  been  granted  to 
other  States.  The  Gh)vernor  of  the  State,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  select  these  lands,  n^lected  to  do 
so  m  the  proper  time.  The  time  for  their  selec- 
tion expired,  and  since  its  expiration  we  have 
been  endeavoring  to  get  it  extended,  so  that  these 
lands  may  be  selected.  The  bill  does  not  propose 
to  give  to  the  State  anything  which  has  not  already 
been  given  and  to  which  it  is  not  in  equity  enti- 
tled. ^ 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  bill  is  merely  to  gire 
further  time  for  the  selection  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  WALKER.    That  is  all. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  sec- 
ond reat^g. 

.  LANDS  IN  MICHIGAN. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  general  order 
is  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  saline  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  FELCH.  X  move  that  that  bill  be  jmssed 
over  informally.  There  is  another  proposition  of 
a  similar  nature  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  I  wlhh  that  the  two  propositions  may 
be  considered  together.  ^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SAFETY  OF  PASSENGERS  ON  STEAMBOATS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  **  A  bill  sup- 
plementary, to  the  several  acts  of  Congress  pro- 
viding for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pis- 
sengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled,  in  wnole 
or  in  part,  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  DA  VIS.  I  think  that  bill  contains  some 
provisions  which  are  rather  novel.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Borland]  deems  it 
necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  boats  upon 
the  rivers  in  his  State;  but  it  takes  away  what  nas 
hitherto  passed  through  the  collector's  office.  I 
do  not  precisely  see  what  disposition  is  to  be  made 
of  the  certificate,  unless  it  is  to  be  used  as  a  license. 
If  if  is  to  be  used*as  a  license  for  the  vessel,  it  is 
entirely  novel,  and  a  dep^irture  from  the  old  sys- 
tem. I  should  be  glad  if  the  Senator  would  con 
sent  to  let  it  lie  over  long  enough  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  examine  it.  I  do  not  think  I  shall 
throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  wishes  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  finally. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  yield  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
but  that  this  biU  has  been  long  delayed.  It  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  but  did  not  pass  the 
House  for  want  of  time,  and  as  I  deem  it  very 
important  that  it  should  be  passed,  I  hope  it  may 
be  considered  and  passed  now.  I  think  the  Sen- 
ator is  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
any  new  principle.  It  does  not  interfere  with  the 
existing  hcenses;  they  remain  under  the  existing 
laws.  It  simply  provides  that  the  vessels  may  be 
required  to  receive  their  inspection  in  oMr  places 
than  those  now  specified.  If  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  read  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  he  will 
see  that  it  refers  to  inspection  instead  of  licenses. 
I  will  further  state,  that  when  I  originally. intro- 
duced this  bill,  it  was  to  make  Arkansas  a  collec- 
tion district,  and  Little  Rock  a  port  of  entry;  but 
before  it  was  acted  upon  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  it  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  addressed  to  him  a  letter,  and  in- 
formed nim  precisely  what  was  the  object  I  had 
in  view,  which  was  to  put  Arkansas  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  States  with  regard  to  the  in- 
spection of  steamboats.  Under  the  general  law, 
the  judges  of  the  district  court,  within  the  collec- 
tion district,  have  the  power  to  appoint  steamboat 
inspectors.  But  Arkansas  is  not  a  collection 
district,  and  the  judge  of  the  district  coturt  for 
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Arkansas,  therefore,  has  no  such  power.  Ths 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  response  to  my  appli- 
cation, had  this  bill  drawn  up,  saying  that  tnere 
was  no  necessity  for  the  establifthmem  of  a  new 
collection  district  and  a  new  port  of  entry  there, 
and  that  the  whole  object  could  be  accomplished  by 
giving  the  district  judge  the  same  power  to  appoint 
inspectors,  that  the  judges  b^ve  in  collection  dis- 
tricts. The  general  law,  then,  is  not  altered  at  a^l 
by  this  bill,  with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  steam- 
ooats;  it  simply  gives  power  to  the  district  judge 
to  appoint  inspectors,  so  that  boats  may  be  repaired 
there,  and  thus  save  thetime  and  expense  of  going 
to  a  distant  part  of  the  country  for  inspection. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  would  prefer  to  let  this 
bill  lie  over  a  little  while.  There  is  a  very  extensive 
yard  for  building  boats  at  Paducah,  in  iCentucky. 
That  is  not  a  port  of  entry  nor  of  delivery,  and  tne 
judge  of  our  district  court  resides  some  two  hun- 
drea  and  fifly  or  three  hundred  mile&  from  that 
place,  where  a  great  many  steamboats  are  built. 
There  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  have  inspectors 
of  the  boilerp  and  hulls  of  steamboats  at  the  ship- 
yard at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  at  Paducan. 
It  is  a  very  important  point;  and  under  the  law  as 
it  is  now  construed  by  our  district  judge,  the  in- 
spectors can  only  be  appointed  at  ports  of  entry 
or  delivery,  according  to  the  idea  of  my  friend 
from  Massachusetts.  Now,  this  ^ievance  has 
been  complained  of  by  the  people  of  Paducah,  and 
with  a  view  to  obviate  this  grievance  under  which 
they  sufifer,  they  hav^petitioned— and  I  hope  that 
petition  will  be  duly  considered  Inr  the  Committee 
on  Commerce — to  nave  a  port  oi  delivery  at  that 
point.  I  feel  the  same  kind  of  interest  in  the  nav- 
igation of  the  waters  of  tlie  western  rivers  which 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  expresses,  and  for  th^ 
purpose  of  seeing  how  far  this  bill  will  apply  to 
and  embrace  the  waters  of  Kentucky,  as  well  as 
those  of  Arkansas,  I  would  prefer  greatly  that  it 
might  lie  over  for  the  present,  that  I  may  see  if  it 
will  not  obviate  the  grievances  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky  as  well  as  Aose  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  really  very  sorry  that 
I  cannot  consent  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
to  allow  this  bill  to  be  laid  over.  If  he  has  any 
change  to  propose  to  this  bill,  so  as  to  accomplish 
the  object  tie  aesires,  I  will  not  object;  but  it  seems 
to  me  this  bill  contains  within  itsielf  all  that  is  re- 
quired. It  does  not  interfere  at  all  with  any  prep- 
osition with  regard  to  other  States.  I  disuke  to 
resist  the  wish  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  would  like  to  embrace 
my  own  State. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  be  glad  to  embrace 
Kentucky;  but  this  bill  was  before  Congress  at 
the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  and  at  the 
last  session  again,  and  was  passed  here.  Now, 
this  session  has  advanced  somewhat,  nearly  two 
months  of  the  session  have  passed,  and  the  bill  has 
now  come  up  in  its  regular  order;  and  if  we  pass 
it  over  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  it  up  again.  I  re- 
peat, that  the' bill  was  prepared  at  tne  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  i(nd  that  it  cannot  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  tne  exbting  general  laws 
on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  My  (Hend  will  perceive 
that  if  there  is  any  difficulty  m  the  way  or  getting 
his  bill  through,  in  consequence  of  laying  it  over 
fo^the  present,  the  difficulty  will  be  fiir  greater 
with  regard  to  any  one  that  I  might  bring  forward 
for  the  benefit  of  Kentucky,  for  I  shoula  have  to 
commence  de  novo.  My  object  is  to  avail  myself 
of  his  bill  to  benefit  the  people  of  Kentucky,  for 
I  wish  to  embrace  his  populeuity  to  carry  the  bill. 
If  I  am  compelled  to  introduce  a  bill,  it  will  be 
thrown  ofi*  to  the  end  of  the  session,  and  perhaps 
I  shall  notget  anything  at  all.  It  will  save  every- 
thing for  Kentucky,  if  he  will  allow  his  bill  to  do 
passed  over. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  oblige 
the  Senator,  and  I  will  yieM  to  the  suggestion  and 
agree  to  pass  over  the  bill  informally,  for  I  wkh 
to  avail  myself  of  his  popularity  also. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Committee  on  Commerce, 
at  the  last  session,  reported  a  bill  embracing  this 
subject  very  fully,  with  proyisions  somewhat  new 
in  regard  to  the  mode  of  making  these  inspections, 
changing  the  system  and  adopting  a  new  pjnn, 
embracing  all  the  waters  of  the  country.  That 
bill  has  been  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce at  this  session;  we  have  had  it  under  con- 
sideration, and  we  anticipate  an  early  report  on 
that  sui^ect.    It  has  only  been  d^yed  lor  tho 
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want  of  papers,  which  have  now  been  laid  upon 
the  table  from  the  Treasury  Department.  At  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  a  resolution  was  passed 
through  the  Senate,  upon  my  motion,  asking  for 
a  large  body  of  information  on  this  subject, 
throdgh  tlje  Treasury  Department.  That  hair 
come  in  this  moroinfi:,  and  a  bill  will,  therefore, 
be  reported  at  an  early  day.  But,  still,  I  do  not 
propose  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  wi|y  of  the 
object  and  the  wishes  of  my  friend  from  Arkan- 
sas. I  am  willing  his  bill  should  take  its  course; 
but  if  that  bill  which  the  committee  will  report 
passes,  this  bill  will  be  superseded. 
'  Mr.  BORLAND.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be 
passed  over  informally. 
The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  informally. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  BRIG  WASHINGTON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  rda- 
tives  of  certain  officers  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  brig  Washington,  who  were  lost  overboard 
in  a  hurricane,  was  eonsidered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  having  been  amended  Terbally,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

BINDING  CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  binding 
of  certain  documents,  was  next  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  provides  that  all  the  executive  documenis  of 
whicn  additional  copies  have  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  which  shall  not  contain  less  than  two 
nundred  and  fifty  pages,  shall  be  bound,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Joint  Comaiittee  on  Printing,  pro- 
vided that  the  cost  thereof  shall  not  exceed  twelve 
fuaA  a  half  cents  per  volume. 

Mr.  BORLAJnD.  As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
aittee  on  Printing,  I  will  state  that  this  is  a  joint 
resolution  which  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  was  refei'red  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  of  the  Senate,  and  was  favorably  reported 
upon.  )Vhen  this  resolution  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate on  a  former  occasion,  I  made  some  remarks 
in  oKtosition  to  its  adoption,  and  I  <diall  not, 
Iherefore,  now  go  at  length  into  the  reasons  why 
I  am  opposed  to  it.  F  will  simply  state,  that  as  I 
opposed  the  measure  then,  so  i  shall  vote  against 
it  now,  because  I  think  it  is  adding  to  the  list  of 
(^portunities  occasioning  invitations  to  commit 
impoeitions  on  the  Government.  The  binding  of 
our  documents  for  the  last  session  has  aatisfied  me 
with  the  system;  and  although  in  some  Respects 
Uvere  may  beanadvamagein  it,  1  think  itiB,tuK>n 
the  whole,  a  great  evil.  1  think  that,  instead  of 
the  docuroenu  being  benefited  by  the  binding, 
they  have  in  a  large  number  of  mstances  been 
materially  injured.  So  far  at  least  as  some  of 
them  which  went  to  my  State  would  go  to  prove 
this  position,  I  am  satisfied.  I  examined  some  of 
those  which  went  there,  and  found  that  whan  they 
had  reached  their  destination  the  binding  was  not 
worth  anything.  Nay,  that  it  was  worse  than 
useless,  for  it  had  put  these  documents  in  a  con- 
dition which  prevented  them  from  being  bound 
a^ain.  I  am  opposed  to  this  plan  of  binding,  as 
1  am  opposed  lo  everything  in  the  way  of  either 
printing  or  binding  being  done  on  contract.  My 
opinion  is,  that  everything  which  we  undertake  to 
do  under  that  system  will  be  badly  done-^that  it 
will  result  in  much  more  expense  and  much  less 
advantage  to  the  country  tnan  by  almost  any 
other  system.  I  have  expressed  these  sentiments 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  I  have  now  no  more 
to  say* 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  did  not  hear  the  resohi- 
tion  read,  but  I  think  that  whatever  is  deserving 
of  being  placed  in  the  library  is  deserving  of  being 
bound.  1  think  the  great  fault  is,  that  we  print  too 
large  numbers  of  documents  which  are  not  of  suf- 
ficient psneral  interest  to  compensate  for  the  out- 
lay, u  certainly  is  convenient  when  we  have  doc- 
uments to  use,  to  have  them  in  a  position  in  which 
we  can  use  them.  As  the  expense  of  binding  is 
not  great,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  what  we 
print  in  considerable  numbers  should  be  bound. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  We  now  print  fourteen  hun- 
dred copies  of  all  documents  that  are  ordered  to  be 
printed,  for  the  Library  and  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate! Briit  the  proposition  in  this  joint  resolution  is 
to  bind  the  extra  copies  which  go  out  into  the 
country.  Now,  if  the  Senator  from  Maine  will 
look  into  this  question  of  binding  public  docu- 
ments, and  will  view  it  with  regard  to  the  eco- 
•omifi«l  coumt  whioh  ha  nsuilly  porsuas,  I  think 


he  will  be  inclined  to  favor  my  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. Does  any  Senator  kno^  what  was  the  cost 
of  binding  documents  last  session? 

Mr.  HALE.    No. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Why,  sir,  it  cannot  have 
fallen  short  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
binding  of  the  Patent  Office  reports  alone  cost  fifly 
thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  binding  of  the  docu- 
ments oi*  this  Congress,  if  we  adopt  this  resolu- 
tion, my  opinion  is  we  will  have  to  pay  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

A  Sekator.    No,  no;  not  so  much  as  that. 

Mr.  HALE.  My  observation  leads  me  to  differ 
with  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  in  regard  to  this 
resolution.  I  think  that  if  there  |y  any  value  in 
these  documents  at  all,  at  least  to  the  people  to 
whom  they  are  sent  in  the  country,  it  is  m  the 
binding.  Now,  if  it  is  wortli  while  to  print  these 
documents  to  send  to  our  friends,  it  is  certainly  L 
worth  while  to  put  upon  them  this  ninepenny  j 
binding;  for  instead  of  tearing  them  up,  as  they 
would  inevitably  do  if  they  were  not  bound,  they 
allow  them  a  place  on  the  shelves  of  their  libra- 
ries, there  to  remain,  sir,  like  many  of  our  docu- 
ments here,  j)ever  to  be  opened  and  read  again.  I 
am  quite  of  opinion,  therefore,  Mr.  President^ 
that  if  these  public  documents  have  any  value  at 
all-^at  least  many  of  them — it  is  in  the  binding; 
and  if  we  are  to  dispense  with  anything  here,  1 
would  rather  that  we  dispensed  with  the  printing 
and  kept  the  binding.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  i  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  wheth- 
er the  order  for  printing  the  documents  of  the 
present  session  has  already  been  so  far  executed 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  reduce  the  number? 
The  abuse  seems  to  be  in  the  manufacturing  of  so 
lai^  a  number  of  books.  Formerly  the  Patent 
Office  report  was  but  a  small  volume;  but  recent- 
ly, by  the  incorporation  of  much  useless  matter, 
it  has  swelled  to  two  voUimee;  and  I  think  that, 
in  the  first  place,  the  abuse  is  in  incorporating 
what  is  not  m  value;  and  in  the  second  place,, in 
printing  so  large  a  nnnciber  of  copies.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  Hals,]  that  one  thing,  at  least,  which  gives 
value  to  these  documents  is  their  being  bound,  and 
thus  be  put  in  a  position  in  which  they  can  be 
used  and  referred  to.  And  the  same  reasons 
which  would  induce  me  to  bind  them  for  our- 
selves, would  induce  me  to  bind  those  which  are 
intended  for  distribution  elsewhere.  Otherwise, 
they  become  as  mere  waste  paper,  and  might  as 
well  not  be  circulated  at  all. 

Mr.  HAMLIN."  I  was  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing  who  agreed  to  this  report,  and  there- 
fore it  becomes  me,  perhaps,  to  say  a  word.  I 
have  very  Uttle,  indeed  I  have  no  feeling  on  this 
subject  whatever.  I  am  perfectly  indiffefent. 
StiH,  upon  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  I  came 
to  the  conchision  tliat  if  our  .documents  were 
worth  preservinr  and  sending  abroad,  they  were 
worth  a  cheap  bidding.  I  will  add,  also,  that  I 
am  satisfied  that  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
copy,  the  price  we  paid  last  year,  binding  may 
be  had  in  muslin,  whigh  is  a  very  respectable 
binding  indeed,  and  makes  a  very  respectable  vol- 
ume. If  Senators  will  turn  their  attention  or  their 
recollection  to  the  Debates  on  the  California  Con- 
vention, the  Statistics  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion, or  still  later  works,  the  Surveys  of  New 
Mexico  and  Texas,  all  bound  in  muslin,  they 
will  have  a  fiur  sample  of  what  can  be  done  in  the 
way  of  binding  in  muslin  for  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  copy;  and  for  that  sum  these  docinnents 
can  be  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  they  can  be 
preserved.  I  must  say  that  I  think  some  of  these 
documents  are  of  a  little  more  value  than  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nlw  Hampshire  seems  to  suppose.  I 
think  the  agricultural  report  of  the  Patent  Ofike  is 
worth  i^resenrtne:,  and  in  this  cheap  binding  it  will 
be  preserved.  The  binding  of  these  documents 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  copy  will  not 
amount  to  half  the  sum  named  by  tne  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  and  it  will  fully  accompbsh  the 
the  object  which  is  desired.  Besides,  I  am  told 
that  if  we  do  not  pass  the  resolution,  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  recommend  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  of  a  similar  character,  and  have 
the  expense  defrayed  out  of  their  own  contingent 
fund.  I  think,  therefore,  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
economy  to  have  these  documents  containing  three  it 
hundrea  pages  bound  in  muslin;  which  can  be  ( 
done  m>  cbe^y  and  so  neatly.  || 


Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  observe  there  is  a  hmit- 
ation  of  the  size  of  the  volume.  Last  year  it  va« 
ordered  to  bind  such  volumes  as  contained  not 
less  than  three  hundred  pages.  The  bill  before 
us  limits  the  number  of  pages  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  <*  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,'*  and  insert  the  words  '*  three  hun- 
dred." 

Mr.  HALE.    I  object. 

Mr.  CLARKE.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  that  amendment  win 
not  prevail.  I  would  much  rather  see  the  fifty 
struck  out  and  leave  the  words  **  two  hundred. ' 
I  cannot  understand  why  a  document  of  two  hun- 
dred pages  should  i^ot  be  bound.  I  think  any- 
thing beyond  the  size  of  a  -pamphlet  should  be 
bound.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

SELECTION  OP  LANDS  BY  ILLINOIS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Comtnittee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  a  *'  Bill  to  au- 
thorize the  State  of  Illinois  to  select  the  residue  of 
the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled  under  the  act  of 
2d  March,  1821,  granting  land  to  aid  that  State  in 
opening  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illi- 
nois river  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan." 

Mr.  H  UNTER.  I  would  Uke  to  have  that  biU 
passed  over. 

Mr.  DOUQLAS.  Would  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  like  an  explanation  of  the  bill? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it 
explained. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  In  1827,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  passed  an  act  grantii^  to  the  Stats 
of  Illinois  a  certain  amount  of  alternate  aeetionM 
of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  constructiii|[ a  canal 
to  connect  the'  waters  of  the  Illinois  nver  and 
those  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  grant  was  made, 
.under  supposition  that  the  land  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  construct  the  canal.  A  corps  of  engi- 
neers, walking  over  it,  decided  that  it  would  re- 
quire the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollan  to 
make  the  canal.  ■  We  accepted  the  grant  with  the 
idea  of  making  the  canal  out  of  these  lands.  We 
commenced  the  work  on  that  supposition,  waA 
went  on  and  expended  a  large  sum  of  money.  Thi 
ilext  estimate  was,  that  atnillion  and  a  Half  dol- 
lars would  be  required;  but  before  we  ^t through 
there  was  another  estimate  of  three  mtlUontf  and 
at  last  we  made  out  the  whole  expenditure  to  be 
nine  millions,  and  the  canal  is  now  finished.  On 
selecting  the  lands  there  was  an  omission  to  select 
a  small  quantity,  which  was  therefore  led,  and  has 
been  sola  by  the  Governmant.  The  Department 
acknowledge  that  we  are  entitled  to  some  twenty 
thousand  acres  more.  It  is  a  small  amount,  and 
this  is  simply  to  authorize  the  State  to  select  what 
we  were  enatled  to  under  the  original  grant.  The 
State  does  not  ask  any  more  on  account  of  the 
greater  expense  than  the  original  amount  esti- 
mated.      

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  inquire  if  the  bill 
allows  the  seTection  to  be  made  in  any  part  of  the 
State,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  cohfined  to  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  canal?  • 

^  Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  lands  were*  originally 
upon  the  borders  of  the  caual,  but  the  ($t>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  sold  a  portion  of 
the  land  to  which  we  were  enticed  alone  the  line 
of  the  canal.  It  must  now  be  selected  elsewhere, 
so  much  as  is  necessary  to  make  up  the  small  de* 
ficiency  that  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  ask  if  the  lands  wer0 
not  sold  prior  to  the  grant  made  to  the  State? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Not  at  all.  Every  acre  has 
been  sold  since,  and  we  now  do  not  wish  to  dis- 
turb the  title  which  has  been  made  erroneously 
out  of  the  grant  made  to  us.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  we  ask  the  privilege  of  selecting  elseiyliere. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 
The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  granting  the  right 
of  way  and  makine  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  ue  construction  of  certain  rail- 
roads in  said  State. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment. 
The  araendmeftt  proposed  to  strike  out  all  aAer 
tkm  suMtaiif  elaiM>  m  ial^  a  anm^sr  6f  pro- 
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-vinoos  whiefa  have  been  prepftred  as  a  model  bill 
in  relaiioQ  to  all  grants  of  land  for  the  conatruc* 
von  of  railways. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  like  to  know  from 
t)ie  Senator  who  Introduced  this  bill,' how  much 
Und  it  proposes  to  appropriate  for  the  construction 
of  these  roads. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  will  state,  for  the 
tatisfaction  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  estimate  last  year,  the  principal  road 
lod  the  branch  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  will 
require  fiAeen  hundred  thousand  acres  as  a  mini- 
mum, and  eighteen  hundred  thousand  as  a  maxi- 
moa.  This  amount  is  some  three  or  four  or 
ire  hundred  thousand  acres  less  than  were  granted 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  by  a  like  bilL 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have  sought  to 

make  this  bill  a  model  bill,  and  -  have  ihaf^  all 

the  others  whioli  are  to  follow  it  for  grants  of  land 

for  like  purposes  in  other  States  after  this  model, 

which  I  trust  the  Senate  wiU  pass.    It  was  care- 

fiiUy  examined  and  revised  by  the  Senator  from 

Kentucky,  {Mr.  Unbbswooo.]    Several  amend- 

neats  were  wtrodnced  into  it  by  him,  and  it  comes 

now  to  the  Senate  under  the  unanimous  sanction 

of  .the  Conmuttee  on  Public  Lands.    I  will  state 

to  my  friend  from  Vir^ia,  as  I  know  that  he  sits 

heavily  upon  the  pubhc  chest  and  dislikes  to  part 

with  it9>dollara,  that  there  is  a  provision  inAhis 

byj  enacting  that  the  alternate  sections  of  land 

which  are  not  used  for  the  construction  of  the  raiU 

road  shall  not  be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  two  dol- 

tiffs  and  fifty  cents  -per  acre;  so  that  when  you 

take  out  this  fifleen  or  eighteen  hundred  thousand 

teres,  you  will  impose  a  tax  upon  our  people  who 

taay  purchase  and  settle  on  the  land  of  double  its 

pceamt  value.     The   bill   therefore,  in  reality, 

grants  very  little  to  the  State;  and  I  hope  it  may 

be  passed  without  opposition  from  my  fnend  from 

Vtiginia. 

Mr»  HUNTER.    I  do  not  think  that  we  ought 
to  tax  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa, 
laas  la  make  them  pay  ^,50  per  acre  for  lands* 
for  which  they  ought  not  to  pay  more  than  ^l  25; 
ftndifihe$>iiris  to  operate  in  thatway,  1  think  it 
wo^  be  much  better  to  lay  it  over  for  the  pres- 
ent, li  sesms  that  there  are  to  be  many  other 
spfi&aMnsof  a  like  nature;  and,  before  we  know 
it,  wt  nhAiprobahly  grant  aw«y  all  that  portion 
oi  th$.pime.  lands  in  detail  from  whioh  we  are. 
Iik«^|o  ^rive  any  revenue.    I  believe  that  if  this 
thing  is  to  come  up,  it  should  come  up  as  a  sys- 
tem>so  that  we  may  see  what  we  are  doing.    I 
hope  that  the  bill  may  be  postponed  till  another 

Mr«  JONES,  of  Iowa«  I  hope  the  Senate  wfll 
B4t  determine  to  postpone  this  •  oill.  It  is  exactly 
thesaine  which  passed  last  session,  and  one  pre* 
cisciy similar  has  been  passed  this  session ,  making 
t  exftot  of  land  to. the  State  of  Mississippi.  The 
tiue  of  the  bill  is  wrong.  The  biH,  m  reality, 
D^kes  no  erant  to  the  State  as  a  gratuity.  It  au- 
thoiizes  the  State  to  select  alternate  sections  of 
lix  miles  oa  ekch  side  of  the  road,  but  as  the  price 
of  the  remaining  land  is  double,  it  is,  in  point  of 
W,  no  donation  to  the  State,  because  the  road 
will  by  that  much  enhance  the  value  of  the  land. 
1^  only  grant  given  to  the  State,  is  the  right  of 
way  throueh  the  public  lanol.  If  this  biU,  and 
others  of  tne  same  kind,  are  put  oflf,  the  lands 
throc^h  which  these  roads  are  to  be  located  will 
Utsken  up  by  those  who  hold  bounty  land  war- 
ra^  Most  of  the  lands  in  the  ran^e  of  these 
nweads  are  alree^y  taken  up,  and  it  is  therefore 
necessary,  if  any  r^  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from 
the  passage  of  these  bills,  that  they  should  be 
PMecd  as  speedily  as  possible.  Ir  these  lands 
thoakl  be  taken  up  by  land  warrants,  the  Qov- 
^nuMBt  of  the  United  States  will  not  realize  for 
thim  more  than  seventy*five  cents  per  acre.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  are  granted  for  the  oon- 
"tnieiion  of  railroads,  the  €k>vemmen  twill  receive 
thftfuH  nrice  for  all  the.  lands.  But,  sir,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  this,  the  lands  adjacent  to  these  roads, 
Qotool^r  for  fiAeen  miles,  but  even  for  thirty  or 
forty  miles,  will  thus  be  brought  into  market,  and 
viU  he  sold  many  years  sooner  than  they  would 
otherwise  be  were  it  not  for  the  building  of  these 
roidf«  I  a|[ain  say,  that  I  trust  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will  not  insist  upon  this  postpone- 
ment, inasmuch  as  this  identicai,bill  has  been  be- 
fore (he  Senate  for  the  lasteighteen  months.  The 
aeMiAB  before  last  it  was  introduced  by  myself, 
iniithss.«wisi>esiLi<q>onoiigtabla  ibr  one  ortve^ 


years.  The  amendments  which  are  proposed  are 
merely  verbal,  and  do  not  materially  affect  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  The  bill  is  exactly  the 
same  as  those  granting  lands  to  the  States  of  Illi- 
nois and  Mississippi. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  There  is  another  odious 
condition  attached  to  this  bill.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  Senator  frpm  Iowa  [Mr.  Jones] 
shows,  mnts  nothing — ^it  fives  nothing.  But, 
sir,  this  oill  provides— and  I  suppose  it  is  to  be  a 
jnodel  bill,  whose  provisions  are  to  be  extended  to 
several  other  cases — that  upon  these  railroads  the 
Government  stores  and  the  Government  troops 
shall  be  transported  free  of  charge. 

Mr.  BRODHE  AD.    Will  that  be  onerous  ? 

Mr,  ATCHKON.  Yes,  it  will  be  peculiarly 
onerous  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  State  of 
Iowa.  From  the  Mississippi  to  the  Missouri  river 
across  the  State  of  Iowa,  perhaps  one  third  of  all 
the  Ck>vernment  stores  en  r<nUt  to  California  and 
New  Mexico  will  be  transported  upon  this  road 
and  upon  the  Missouri  road  exclusively.  New, 
sir,  I  intend  to  test  the  Senate  upon  this  question. 
I  shall  move  to  strike  out  that  section.  I  do  not 
consider  it  any  ^eat  favor.  It  is  nothing  more, 
so  far  as  pecuniary  considerations  are  involved , 
than  a  frant  of  the  right  of  way  to  construct  these 
railroadsthrough  the  public  lands.  This  is  about 
all  that  there  is  of  it.  The  alternate  sections -we 
get  thus  :•  No.  1  is  free;  and  for  No.  2  is  chained 
|3. 50  per  acre,  instead  of  f  1  2S  as  now. 

But  there  is  smother  consideration »  We  have 
passed  a  bill  making  land  warrants  assignable.  I 
do  not  recollect  no ^  the  amount  of  puolic  lands 
that  will  necessarily  be  taken  up  by  these  land 
warrants.  Will  the  chairman  or  the  Committee 
on  Public  L^nds  tell  me  the  quantity  of  the  public 
lands  that  will  satisfy  these  land  warrants  ?  I 
think  they  cannot  fall  much  short  >of  thirty-five  or 
fifty  millions  of  acres. 

And  who  obtains  these  ^public  landed  Why, 
sir,  almost  exclusively,  or  in  ninety-nine  cases 
out  of  a  hundred,  they  will  go  to  the  citizens  of  the 
old  States  of  thn  Union,  under  that  law.  Now, 
when  we  ask  in  realicy  nothing  but  the  right  of 
way  throuffh  the  public ^  lands,  the  Senator  from- 
Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the  Commiitee  on  Ft" 
nance,  whoseduty  it  is  to  take*  charge  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure— and  i  admit  that  J  suppose  it  is  in  the 
discharge  of  that  duty-^-opposes  this  bill.  But  I 
hope  he  will  not  be  able  to  obstmct  the  passage' of 
this  th»first  bill.  It  is  butsltghtlj  altered  from  the 
biUs  which  hove  passed  time  aner  time  through 
this  body.  If  L  am  not  mistaken,  this  bill  passed 
here  at  the  last  sesmon.  Tlfen  why  deliberate  f 
Why  move  to  postpone  it?  It  has  been  discussed- 
for  the  last  ten  years.  I  understand  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  made  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill,  witk  a  view 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it,  and  exam-' 
ine  the  principles  involved  in  it.  There  is  nothing 
new  in  it.  This  very  bill,  or  a  bill  involvmg  most 
of  its  principles,  if  not  all  of  them,  has  been  dis- 
cussed time  and  again.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
act  upon  this  bill,  and  promptly  too.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  importance,  if  you  make  this  grant  of  land, 
or  this  donation,  as  some  gentlemen  call  it,  that 
you  should  make  it  speedily;  because,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  {Mr.  Jonks]  suggested,  these 
land  warrants  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  specuhi- 
tors,  bnd  they  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  search 
out  the  public  lands  which  will  be  motft  valuable, 
upon  which  the  greatest  profits  can  be  made,  and 
there  they  will  so  and  locate  their  warrants  upon 
all  the  proposed  railroad  routes  in  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Such  has  been  the  fact.  We  have 
two  routes,  one  from  St.  Louis  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Missouri  river;  and  another  from  the  town  of  Han- 
nibal to  the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  on  the  north  side  of 
Uie  Missouri  river.  During  the  last  year,  $100,000 
was  received  in  the  different  land  offices  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  mainly  upon  the 
line  of  this  northern  railroad.  ^  Now,  sir,  these 
land  warrants  being  made  assignable,  hundreds 
of  Uiousands  of  them,  or  thousands  at  least,  wi)l 
fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  the  first 
lands  that  will  be  selected  under  these  land  war- 
rants, will  be  the  lands  upon  the  borders  of  the 
railroads  in  the  State. 

Then  it  is  important  that  these  bills  should  be 
promptly  passed,  that  these  alternate  sections 
shotald  be  granted  to  the  railroads,  and  thus  tak^n 
out  «f  tks  clatohss  of  thespeeulators.  - 1  have  ex- 


amined, and  I  learn  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  that  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars more  money  was  received  from  the  offices  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  river  last  year,  thai^ 
for  any  one  year  durine  the  last  ten  years.  I 
trust,  if  the  Senate  intend  to  pass  these  bills  at  all, 
they  will  do  it  promptly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Dodge]  to  say  that  this  was  a  model 
bill,  and  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Atchi- 
son] to  repeat  it.  ^ 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    It  is  a  bDl,  then,  which  is  to  be 
our  guide  in  all  these  matters.    That  is  one  good 
reason  why  it  should  be  made  right.    I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of- putting  the  inquiry  to  some  gentle-     . 
man  who  is  able  to  inform  me,  whether  I  am  right 
in  understanding,  that  m  laying  out  the  road  the  ' 
State  is  authorized  to  lay  one  hundred  feet  on  each     ^ 
side  of  the  tracks-making  the  road  two  hundred 
feet  wide. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    That  is  so. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  answers 
that  it  is  so.  Then  let  us  look  a  little  at  the  effect 
of  it,  and  see  what  may  come  out  of  it.  Two 
hundred  feet,  all  experience  shows,  is  quite  unne- 
cessary for  a  track.  I  believe  that  a  width  of 
eighty  feet -is  all  that  is  esteemed  necessary  for  a 
railroad,  unless  where  there  is  some  cut,  or  em- 
bankment,  or  something  of  that  sort,  in  which 
case  more  land  is  required.  For  all  the  purposes 
of  a  track — even  for  a  double  one — as  far  as  our 
experience  goes,  eighty  feet  is  ^deemed  ample. 
Then,  according  lo  tne  bill,  in  front  of  the  lands 
granted  to  the  State,  and  in  front  of  the  lands 
owned  by  the  United  States,  there  will  be  n  tract 
of  land  in  the  private  ownership  of  this  road,  if 
the  State  malpes  the  road,  it  will  own  it,  and  will 
have  a  strip  of  land  included  within  the  track  in 
front  of  the  land  of  the  United  States,  disposable 
for  other  purposes.  If  the  State  disposes  of  the 
right  to  make  the  road ,  as  I  believe  Illinois  has  done, 
to  certain  companies,  the  companies  will  own  the  ' 
land.  If  they  have  a  riffht  to  locate  two  hundred 
feet,  they  will  own  land  In  front  of  the  lands  of  the 
State  and  in  front  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States.' 
Will  not  that  be  the  result  of  the  bill?  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  grant  should  be  limited  to  at  least  so 
much  land  as  is  necessary  for  the  road.  It  should 
not  go  beyond  that,  unless  you  mean  to  lead  your- 
selves into  the  difficulty  I  have  pointed  out.  A  ^ 
tract  of  two  hundred  feet  is  not  necessary.  There 
may  be  places  where  it  will  be  necessary,  but  they 
will  only  occur  occasionally.  I  think  tne  passage 
of  the  bill  will  lead  to  some  embarrassment.  I 
throw  out  the:te^ remarks  for  the  consideration  of  ' 
gentlemen,  if  we  are  to  pass  a  bill  which  is  to  be 
our  guide  hereafter. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts mistakes  the  provision  of  the  bill.  It  does 
hot  grant  the  land,  two  hundred  feet  wide,  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  ' 
road,  but  merely  grants  the  right  of  way.  The  * 
title  to  the  land  is  not  v^ted  in  the  State,  it  is  the 
mere  right  of  way^the  incorporeal  ri^ht  of  way. 
It  does  not  grant  the  right  to  the  land  itself;  but  it 
gives  the  State  die  privilege  of  making  the  road 
over  this  breadth  of  land — two  hundred  feet — for 
the  whole  length  of  the  road,  so  that  the  road* 
might  be  shifted,  as  might  be  necessary,  within 
this  range  of  two  hundrtS  feet.  The  rignt  of  way 
enjoyed  will  be  the  mere  breadth  of  the  tracJk  and 
so  much  of  the  adjoining  land  as  may  be  necessary 
to  occupy  for  an  embankment,  or  excavation,  or 
anything' of  that  sort.  In  this  particular,  I  believe 
the  bin  ironforms  to  the  bill  passed  in  favor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  to  other  bills  which  we  have  " 
passed.  We  passed  several,  I  do  not  know  how 
many,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  I  was  then 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ' 
concurred  with  the  majority  of  the  committee — 
which  I  think  was  unanimous  on  this  subject — in 
reporting  all  these  bills  to  the  Senate.  I  apprehend , 
therefore,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  It  is  a  mere  grant  of  the  right  of 
way — an  incorporeal  right  invested  in  the  State. 

AAer  what  has  been  the  decision  of  the  Senate 
on  this  subject  for  several  years  post,  certainly  at 
both  sessions  ef  the  last  Congress,  and  I  bebeve 
at  preceding  sessions — after  there  had  been  a  most 
emphatic  and  distinct  expression  of  opinion  by  a 
very  large  majority  of  this  body  in  favor  of  this 
pohcy,  I  did  not  suppose  that  I  would  have  occa- 
sion to  address  the  Senate  on  the  subject.    But  I   " 
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■ay  now,  aa  I  hare  said  before,  that  both  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  I  have  never  given  any  votes 
with  more  satisfaction  than  those  which  1  have 
given  to  accord  tathe  new  States  of  this  Union 
that  sort  of  cooperation  and  assistance  which  is 
comprised  in  bills  of  this  character,  by  which  we 
do  not  surrender  one  dollar  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury, for  we  obtain  an  equivalent  by  these  conces- 
sions in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  reserved  lands. 
When  I  give  such  votes,  I  Believe  that  I  am  not 
only  advancing  the  pnfllperity  of  the  new  States  of 
the  Union,  but  that  i  am  contributing  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  country.  Every  appropnation 
of  this  character  which  is  made,  conduces  not  only 
to  build  up  the  West  and  the  JE^st,  the  Atlantic 
States  and  the  middle  States,  but  moreover  to  en- 
hance the  resources  of  the  Government  itself;  for 
my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hunter] 
knows  very  well  that  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  depend  upon  the  amount  we  actually 
collect  into  the  Treasury,  upon  the  dollars  and 
cents  we  bring  to  the  public  coffers,  but  upon  the 
ability  of  the  people  of  the  country  to  suomit  to 
taxation.  Now  we  have  the  hour  of  prosperity. 
Now  the  taxes  laid  on  the  people  are  light.  But 
the  hour  may  come  when  we  shall  be  involved  in 
war,  when  the  condition  of  the  country  will  be 
•uch  that  we  shall  have  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
go  to  the  full  extent  of  their  ability  in  supporting 
taxation  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country  and 
of  the  Government.  Sir,  in  opening  these  rail- 
roads, we  not  only  provide  for  facilitating  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  and  of  troops  ana  mu- 
nitions of  war,  but  we  enhance  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  and  we  increase  its  population  and  its 
tax  paying  capacity,  and  therefore  place  ourselves 
in  a  condition  to  meet  any  exigencies  in  which  the 
country  and  the  Government  may  be  involved, 
particularly  on  the  occasion  of  war,  which  I  trust 
IB  very  remote. 

1  will  not  dwell  on  this  subject.  I  shall  vote 
with  cheerfulness  for  this  bill.  The  only  doubt  I 
have  in  regard  to  this  entire  matter  is,  as  to  whether 
Uie  country  is  not  running  too  fast  in  constructing 
railroads,  whether  there  is  not  some  danger  of  our 
embarking  more  capital  in  this  sort  of  enterprise 
than  the  country  can  afford,  and  whether  there  is 
not  some  danger  of  involving  ourselves  in  a  rail- 
road convulsion  similar  to  that  which  occurred  in 
England  a  few  years  since.  If  I  have  any  h^tar 
tion  whatever  in  regard  to  these  appropriations,  it 
is  based  on  this  consideration.  I  should  much 
have  preferred  that  my  friends  from  Iowa  should 
have  consented  to  taxe  the  appropriation  for  one 
of  these  railroads  at  the  present  session  and  post- 
pone that  for  the  other  railroad  until  a  future  day. 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  propriety  in  the  remark 
of  my  friend,  that  so  far  as  one  of  the  railroads  is 
eoncemed,  that  from  Keokuck  to  Dubuque,  there 
is  danger  that  the  lands  will  be  exhausted  and 
taken  up  by  the  bill  which  we  have  passed  making 
land  warrants  assignable,  to  which,  by  the  way,  I 
was  utterly  opposed.  With  regard  to  the  other 
railroad,  extending  entirely  across  the  State  to 
Council  Bluffs,  it  is  very  well  known  that  it  passes 
over  a  very  large  portion  of  the  State  not  now  in 
course  of  settlement.  I  should  have  preferred  it, 
then,  if  my  honorable  friends  had  consented  to 
take  an  appropriation  for  one  railroad,  as  I  appre- 
hend that  tne  finances  and  business  of  the  country 
may  be  exposed  to  some  danger  of  a  revulsion  by 
reason  of  over-action  and  over-expenditure  in  this 
business  of  building  railroads.^  But  I  am  for  the 
renerad  policy,  anil  shall  vote  cheerfully  for  this 
bill,  and  for  all  other  bills  of  this  character,  unless 
1  am  restrained  by  the  single  consideration  to 
which  I  have  referred,  I  am  opposed  to  the  mis- 
erable practice  of  giving  away  tne  public  lands.  I 
am  for  holding  them  in  our  hands,  and  dispensing 
them  for  great  and  beneficent  objects  of  nationcu 
importance.  With  them  I  am  for  building  rail- 
roads and  canals,  and  for  endowing  seminaries; 
but  I  am  not  for  dissipating  them  in  uie  deplorable 
manner  we  did  when  we  passed  the  bill  giving 
bounty  lands  to  I  know  not  how  many,  perhaps 
to  one  half  of  the  country.  By  that  act  there  were 
a  great  many  millions  of  doHars  in  a  very  g^reat 
degree  thrown  away,  and  yet  after  you  have  given 
(hem  the  recipients  come  here  and  tell  you  that  the 

S'h  is  not  worth  accepting  unless  they  can  have 
e  privilege  of  taking  the  warrants  into  the  market 
and  selling  them  for  a  mere  song.  If  that  immense 
amount  in  the  aggr^ate  could  have  been  reserved 


and  appropriated  to  objects  of  this  character,  it 
would  have  been  a  source  of  much  benefit  to  the 
country. 

I  did  not  intend  to  address  the  Senate  on  this 
subject.  I  did  believe  that,  after  the  expression  of 
opinion  and  sentiment  which  we  have  had,  discus- 
sion was  unnecessary.  If,  however,  any  Senator 
desires  to  have  this  bill  postponed  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  it  further  consideration,  I  shall  vote  to 
postpone  it,  although  I  shall  unhesitatingly  vote 
for  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this 
bill.  I  understood  this  to  be  a  bill  intended  to 
serve  as  a  guide  hereafter,  and  to  be  followed  in 
otlier  cases;  it  therefore  seemed  %>  me  that  it 
should  be  properly  considered,  and  that  its  pro- 
visions should  be  such  as  should  be  satisfactory. 
In  answer  to  my  objection  that  two  hundred  feet 
is  an  unnecessary  quantity,  and  may  prove  an 
embarrassment,  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
says,  it  is  an  incorporeal  rieht — ^that  the  grant  is 
really  nothing  but  a  grant  of  the  right  of  way— -of 
the  light  of  having  a  track.  Now,  let  me  ask  the 
gentleman,  whether  the  easement  granted  does 
not  extend  to  one  portion  of  the  two  iiundred  feet 
as  much  as  to  another?  and  if  the  coterminous 
proprietors  of  lands  are  not  precluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  part  of  these  two  hundred  feet? 
If,  for  example,  the  Jfuid  of  a  gentleman  is  one 
hundred  feet  from  this  road,  is  he  not  required  to 
erect  all  his  building^s  and  improv^ents  at  that 
distance,  although  his  lands  come  within  one  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  track  ?  Let  tn§  say  to  the  Sena- 
tor, that  this  will  be  found  to  be  very  inconveni- 
ent, both  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  and  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  road.  My  own  impression  is, 
that  it  embarrasses  all  parties;  and  that  is  the  pre- 
cise thinff  which  I  wish  gentlemen  most  interested 
in  the  biU  to  consider.  I  wish  them  to  look  at  it 
and  see  whether,  instead  of  this  being  a  useful 
provision,  it  does  not  embarrass  everybody.  So 
far  as  my  observations  have  extended,  people 
who  have  lands  coterminous  with  a  railroad,  are 
desirous  of  bringing  their  places  of  business  as 
near  to  the  track  as  they  can.  They  desire  to  en- 
joy the  road  with  as  little  expense  and  inconve- 
nience as  possible.  If  a  man  was  about  to  build 
a  place  of  business,  the  last  idea  that  would  enter 
his  head  would  be  to  place  it  one  hundred  feet 
from  the  track  of  the  road,  if  he  wished  tb  avail 
himself  of  its  advantages.  I  think  the  provision 
is  attended  with  inconvenience  everywhere;  but  it 
is  manifest  that  the  easement  goes  to  the  whole 
two  hundred  feet.  As  it  extends  to  the  whole 
two  hundred  feet,  it*  precludes  persons  having 
lands  adjoining  the  road  from  enjoying  the  benefit 
of  the  road  without  great  inconvenience. 

I  hope  gentlemen  do  not  suppose  that  I  have 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  interposing  any  captious 
objection  to  tnis  measure,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  it  in  any  way.  I  think  that  that 
portion  of  the  bill  to  which  I  have  drawn  atten- 
tion should  be  examined,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
ascertained  whether  it  will  or  will  not  be  attended 
with  inconvenience.  Besides,  I  do  not  understand 
that  there  is  any  provision  in  the  bill,  limiting  the 
time  within  which  this  road  is  to  be  commenced. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  limited 
to  ten  years. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  In  order  that  we  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  looking  into  the  details  of  this  bill, 
as  it  is  to  be  made  a  model  bill,  I  move  that  ^e 
Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wedkesdat,  January  31, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaphiin,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  No.  1, 
heretofore  reported  from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  the  same  was  referred,  with  an  amendment 
explanatory  of  the  act  of  1850  granting  to  certain 
officers  ana  soldiers  bounty  land,  Ac. ;  Uie  pending 

auestion  being  on  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gen- 
eman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  to  commit 
the  said  joint  resolution  and  pending  amendmeitts 


to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  th^- 
state  of  the  Union,  and  on  which  (question  the  gen«^ 
tleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  FrrcH]  &s  entitled  to  th^ 
floor. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  have  been  re<}uested  to  yield 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee^' 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take^ 
up  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill.  But  after  th» 
character  of  the  ddsate  of  yesterday,  na  beo«fit> 
would  result  from  my  doing  so;  thoush,  if  1  sup- 
posed debate  would  oe  closed  upon  that  bill,  and 
It  could  be  disposed  of  to-day,  I  should  yield  wil- 
lingly. 

Mr.  Sneaker,  upon  the  bill  now  under  consider- 
ation,  wnich  was  reported  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Dunham,]  I  desire  to  say  but  a  few  words.  In- 
deed, the  objections  which  I  entertain  to  that  bill 
have  been  so  ably  ur^^ed  by  others  as  to  jcn^eclode 
the  necessitT  of  saying  much  more.  The  bill 
purports  to  be  an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  grant- 
ing bounty  lands  to  certain  oflicers  and  s^diers 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I  confe8s,sir,thati  am  astonished  upon  reading 
this  bill  that  it  should  have  emanated  from  the 
source  from  whence  it  came,  for  I  believe  that  of 
all  the  members  upon  this  floor  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  [Mr.  Dctnham]  who  reported 
it  is  usually  the  last  gentleman  who  coold  be 
charged  with  inaccuracies  in  the  business  which 
falls  under  his  charge.  He  is,  perhaps,  ordinarily,  ^ 
as  correct  in  legislative  matters  as  any  other  een-  * 
tleman  here.  This  bill,  however,  notwithstanding 
his  general  accuracy,  is  a  very  crude  and  imper- 
fect one,---a  fact  of  which  mjr  colleague  [Mr. 
Dunham]  is  doubtless  as  well  satisfied  now  as  any 
one  else.  The  proof  df  this  crudeness  and  imper- 
fection may*  be  found  in  the  bill  iuelf,  and  in  the 
remarks  of  the  chairman  when  he  introduced  it. 
AAer  hearing  the  debate  of  Thursday,  and  in  view 
of  the  diversity  of  opinion  developed  by  thai  de- 
bate in  the  committee  from  which  the  bin  came,  it 
is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  any  bill  could  be  re- 
ported from  it:  and  if  any,  certainly  we  could 
expect  none  other  than  one  of  the  mongrel  char- 
acter of  this. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  41 
highly  objectionable.  These  objections  may  be 
obviated  m  part  by  the  amendment  which  the 
chairman  himsdf  proposes — an  amendment  which 
he  so  singularly  explained  on  Thursday,  by  as- 
sailing other  members  of  the  committee.  But 
whether  that  section  be  so  modified  as  to  obviate 
its  objectionable  features  or  not,  I  consider  its 
passage  totally  unnecessary.  We  have  already 
passed,  in  this  House,  a  bill  making  these  war- 
rants assignable.  That  bill  is  probably  before 
this  time  engrossed,  with  amendments,  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol,  and  will  soon  become  a  law. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Dunham,] 
when  he  introduced  the  bill,  advocated  this  first 
section  as  it  is.  But  when  he  introduced  the 
amendment,  he,  by  implication,  opposed  it  in  its 
present  shape,  by  advocating  that  amendment. 

Mr.  DUIN  HAM.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  did  not  advocate  that  secuon  when  I  introduced 
it.    I  only  explained  it. 

Mr.  FrrCH.  Do€s  the  gentleman  desire  that 
I  should  read  his  remarks  upon  this  section? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  have  no  objection.  I  op- 
posed that  section  when  I  introduced  the  bill. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Perhaps  my  colleague's  i^vo- 
cacy  of  that  section  was  that  of  a  lawyer-in  court, 
who  feels  it  his  duty  to  make  the  best  of  the  case 
for  his  client;  entertaining  certain  mental  reserva- 
tions, however-^private  opinions  as  to  the  moral 
character  and  guilt  of  that  client,  which  he  does 
not  see  proper  to  express  to  the  jury. 

The  gentleman  says  he  opposed  that  section 
when  he  introduced  the  bill.^  In  this  he-  is  mis- 
taken. He  did  oppose  it  when  he  introduced  the 
amendment,  and  tnus  eat  his  own  words— his  own 
previous  argument.  I  shall  therefore  pay  no  fur- 
ther attention  to  his  argument  in  fiivor  of  this  sec- 
tion. I  will  leave  that  Janus-faced  argument  to 
neutralize  itself. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  provides  fbr  com- 
pensating registers  and  receivem  of  land  offices  for 
the  location  of  bounty  land  warrants.  This  is,  in 
mv  opinion,  the  moat  important  section  in  the 
bill,  considering  the  fact  that  we  have  aireadv 
passed  a  bill  making  land  wsrrants  assignsble. .  It 
recognizes  the  justice  and  necessity  of  paying  those 
offiesrs,  in  soms  manner^  for  the  Isbor  and  trouble 
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4Df  locating  these  warrants.  So  far  it  is  right-  and 
proper,  but  is  a  mere  mockery,  in  the  manner  and 
extent  to  which  it  proposes  to  compensate  them. 

1  must  here  briefly  call  the  auention  of  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Dunham]  to  a  portion  of  his  own  re- 
ffiarks  m  relation  to  this  section  of  the  bill,  and 
upon  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  comment  as 
I  proceed. 

**  It  may  be  ponible,"  he  says,  "  that  in  some 
of  the  offices,  labor  has  been  done  for  which  their 
fees  and  salaries  have  not  been  an  adequate  com- 
pensation."  Not  only  is  that  possible,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, but,  as  my  coUeague  well  knows,  it  is  an  abso- 
hite  certainty,  because  the  records  'of  the  returns 
of  those  officers,  found  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  prove  to  a 
demonstration  that  the  money  which  many  of 
these  officers  have  received  is  not  sufficient  to  af- 
fofd  any  compensation  whatsoever  for  the  trouble 
oecessarUy  attendant  upon   these  locations.     It 
amounts   to  very  little  above  their  salary;  and 
that  salary,  as  we  all  know,  will  not  fe«d  and 
■aintain  themselves,  independent  of  the  support 
of  their  families. 

He  says,  '*  If  their  case  is  meritorious,  un- 
dsubtedly  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will 
be  dispoeed  to  grant  relief.  And  further,  that 
"  they  are  left  in  the  same  situation  as  private 


He  fhufl  would  leave  these  officers,  in  eadi  in- 
dividoal  ease,  to  present  an  application  to  this 
House  (or  reUef  in  the  premises;  an  application 
vhicfa,  of  course,  like  aU  other  applications  for 
tiroBar  purposes,  must  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  CuLims;  and  it  is  well  known  what  is  gener- 
ally the  fate  of  these  applications.  It  is  such ,  that 
DO  gcmdeman  can  desire  to  multiply  them.  They 
remain  here  generation  after  generation;  in  some 
instances  wiuiout  any  report  being  made  upK>n 
them,  and  in  others  with  favorable  reports,  which 
are  not  acted  upon. 

He  proceeds,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that 
**  they  nave,  in  many  instances,  received  almost 
the  maximom  which  the  law  allows  them  to  re- 
ceive, without  any  payment  whatever  for  the  lo- 
cstiofHinand  warrants."    But, in  truth,  they  have 
aot  iteeived  near  that  amount.    I  do  not  know 
fsom  w%tt  source  the  chairman  derived  the  in- 
fomai&oa  with  which  he  thus  edified  the  House; 
hoc  eertsia  it  is,  that  during  the  five  years  from 
1817 10 1851,  both  inclusive,  if  the  percentage  of  all 
the  diArent  offices  had  been  equally  divided,  it 
wovU  not  have  given  these  officers,  including  their 
•Isry,  over  |1,000  per  annum.      But  bear  in 
■iod,this  percentage  was  very  unequally  divided. 
Perhaps  two  or  three  offices  m  the  State  of  Indi- 
cia aj^roached  nearer  the  maximum  than  any 
others.    In  fact,  it  is  altogether  probable,  one 
(Fort  Wayne)  attained  that  maximum .  But  it  was 
owing  to  peculiar  local  and  temporary  causes. 
Moeh  of  tne  land  within   these  office  districts 


not  subject  to  entry  until  about  the  commence- 
iMDtof  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  These  lands 
prcvioosly  belonged  to  the  Miami  Indians,  and 
vere  porchased  by  the  United  States  at  so  high  a 
priec,  that  in  selling  them  the  minimum  price  was 
ixed  at  |3  per  acre.  They  were,  moreover,  not 
Mhjeet  to  entry  with  land  warrants,  unless  the 
vmrants  were  m  the  hands  of  the  original  holders; 
tod  then  only  on  payment  of  the  difference  between 
t^tespecaal  minimuxnpriceandthegeneral  minimum 
of  other  lands.  These  lands  were  very  soon 
Mariy  all  disposed  of;  and  the  cash  sales  of  these 
oiiecs,  and  of  course  the  percentage  from  such 
•iles,  have  very  much  dimmished;  so  that  they 
hiTe  not  since  equaled,  by  a  very  considerable 
*noont,  the  aver^  of  the  cash  sales  of  the  offices 
■  other  States.  The  highest  yearly  amount  of 
■ilet,  within  the  five  years  mentioned,  was  in  1850; 
ttd  the  offices  in  Illinois  sold  more  than  those  of 
•Bj  other  State;  yet  the  highest  percentage  there, 
tren  in  that  year,  was  but  about  |600. 

I  make  these  brief  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
pty  of  these  officers  more  for  the  purpose  of  elicit- 
ing fbtl  mformation,  for  that  information  is  in  the 
Rooae,  IB  the  possession  of  one  of  my  colleagues, 
than  with  the^  nope  or  expectation  of  myself  im- 
ptrting  anything  not  already  known  to  the  House 
m  reWtion  to  the  matter. 

.  Blr.  DUNH  AM.    I  will  furnish  the  House  that 
Jafermatign,  if  thejgentleman  desires. 

Mr.  PITCH.  The  gentleman  tells  me  that  he 
viH  ftnuish  this  information  to  the  House.  I  fear 
if  he  nakis  tlie  mtttmpt  that  anything  he  may  im- 


part will  receive  a  coloring  from  his  own  peculiar 
views  and  opinions  upon  theaubject,  so  that  the 
House  will  not  have  impartial  testimony,  as  it 
should  have  to  legislate  with  impartiality.  With 
all  due  respect  to  the  gentleman,  I  should  much 
prefer  that  the  information  should  emanate  from 
another  source,  and  I  know  that  it  is  in  tlie  pos- 
session of  another  gentleman  upon  this  floor. 

My  friend  [Mr.  Dpnham]  proceeds  to  remark, 
in  justification  of  the  proposition  to  limit  the  pay 
hereatW,  for  the  location  of  these  warrants,  to 
fifty  cents,  that  there  is  just  as  much  trouble,  and 
no  more,  in  locating  a  forty  acre  warrant  as 
there  is  in  locating  a  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
«ne.  This  mav  be  true;  yet  fifty  cents  is  no  com- 
pensation for  locating  in  either  case,  when  the 
average  amount  of  trouble  and  extra  duty  at  many 
of  the  offices  in  making  the  locations  is  taken 
into  consideration.  The  labor  in  fact  is  quadruple 
that  of  the  ordinary  cash  salef  of  land;  and  the 
per  cent,  which  such  stdes  would  give  is  certainly 
small  enough  compensation  for  that  trouble — small 
enough  to  suit  even  the  professed  rigid  economy 
of  the  gentleman  himselr.  I  may  as  well  antici- 
pate an  argument  which  the  gentleman  will  doubt- 
less use.  He  will  allege  that  all  the  labor  and 
trouble  in  these  cases  are  confined  to  the  register, 
and  that  the  receiver  is  not  legitimately  entitled  to 
any  compensation. 

But  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  case.  The 
receiver's  signature  will  be  found  attached  three 
times  to  ^  the  papers  in  each  case.  This,  of 
course,  presupposes  an  examination  of  the  papers 
to  whicn  his  signature  is  affixed.  He  is  com- 
pelled, moreover,  to  sign  the  monthly  abstract 
and  certify  to  its  correctness,  and  how  can  he  do 
this  without  a  laborious  examination  of  the  papers . 
in  each  case  ? 

The  application  of  these  officers  for  that  com- 
pensation which  all  willing  to  be  governed  by 
justice  must  acknowledge  due  them,  has  been 
already  made,  as  is  well  known,  to  those  who 
were  members  of  the  last  Congress.  Our  action 
for  their  relief  need  not,  therefore,  await  that  pro- 
spective application  which  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  appears  to  contemplate  in  his  opening 
remarks. 

The  application  being  for  that  justly  due' them, 
pay  should  not  be  withheld,  for  we  have  no  right 
to  impose  labor  upon  our  officers,  duties  as  oneV- 
ous  as  the^,  or  any  other  duties,  without  a  just 
compensation.  Look,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Speaker, 
for  a  moment  at  the  operation  upon  these  offi- 
cers of  the  law  proriding  for  the  distribution  of 
bounty  land  warrants,  and  their  location.  It  im- 
poses duties  upon  the  officers  which  necessarily 
compel  them  to  clerk  hire — a  clerk  hire  sufficient 
to  absorb  their  pitiful  salary  of  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum;  leaving  them  entirely  without 
any  perquisites  from  their  office,  and  depriving 
them,  in  fact,  of  that  very  pay  to  whicn  they 
would  be  entitled  had 'there  oeen  no  sales  what- 
ever; swallowing  up  the  pittance  which  it  is  sup- 
posed each  obtains,  whether  there  be  or  be  not 
entries  in  his  particular  office.  The  chairman  of 
this  committee  very  pertinently,  as  he  fancies, 
asks  this  House  if  they  know  what  amount  will 
be  required  to  compensate  these  officers,  and  give 
them  the  per  cent,  which  they  ask.  After  baring 
admitted  in  this  section  that  they  were  entitled  to 
compensation,  it  should  never  be  asked  what 
amount  is  to  be  paid,  if  that  question  is  de- 
signed to  operate  against  the  payment.  The  only 
question  wnich  should  be  asked,  he  has  himself 
answered,  which  question  is  this.  Is  the  demand 
lust?  He  has  answered  that  in  the  affirmative — 
he  has  acknowledged  the  debt — and  the  amount, 
whatever  it  may  be,  should  not  deter  him  or  this 
House  from  its  payment.  He  charges  that  one 
member  of  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Bis&cll,]  was  governed  in  his  op- 
position to  the  bill  by  motives  independent  of  any 
opinion  entertained  by  him  relative  to  the  assign- 
anility  of  warrants.  He  charged  that  the  opposition 
of  that  gentleman  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  this 
second  section  was  not  sufficiently  comprehensive 
and  liberal  in  its  provisions.  Well,  I  grant  you, 
perh&ps  the  charge  is  correct;  and  if  so,  if  that 
was  the  sole  reason  actuating  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  in  his  opposition  to  the  bill,  that  reason 
was  good  and  sufficient.  For  this  section,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  is  the  most  important  one 
in  the  bill,  and  if  not  properly  framed  to  accom- 
plish the  object  it  professes  to  have  in  view,  his 
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opposition  to  the  entire  bill  for  that  sole  reason  is 
justifiable. 

Section  four  contains  another  and  one  of  the 
worst  defects  in  the  bill,  and  one  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman;  for  if  I 
conrince  no  other  member  of  this  House,  I  shall 
have  proved  to  him  that  his  own  hand-wor](  is 
impetfect,  scarce  decently  rough-hewed.  Let  me 
call  his  attention  for  a  moment  to  this  section,  and 
to  a  certain  feature  in  the  bill*  of  which  this  pro- 
fesses to  be  amendatory.  1  have  here  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  donation  of  bounty  land  weurrants. 
approved  September  30, 1850,  and  the  bill  amend- 
atoi*y  thereto,  introduced  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Dunham.]  In  the  bill  of  September  30,  1850,  is 
found  the  following  proviso : 

**  Provided f  That  wtienever  any  ofllcer  or  MtMier  was 
booorably  discharged,  in  conieqiie nee  of  disability  in  the 
Mrvic«,  before  the  expiration  or  hit  period  of  service,  he 
shall  receive  the  amount  to  which  he  wonld  have  been  en- 
titled if  he  had  served  the  ftiU  period  ft>r  which  he  was 
enfaged  to  serve." 

The  object  of  this  proriso  is  manifest.  It  is, 
that  the  wounded,  wno  have  enlisted  or  volun- 
teered for  a  given  period,  but  have  been  discharged 
before  the  termination  thereof,  in  consequence  of 
wounds,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same 
bounty  lands  to  which  they  would  have  been  en* 
tided  under  the  bill  if  they  had  served  out  their 
entire  period.  Compare  that  prorision,  for  a  mo- 
ment, with  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  reported 
by  my  colleague,  which  I  will  read.  Section  four 
of  this  bill  provides: 

«  That  in  coniputinf  the  term  of  service  of  tiie  officers 
and  soldiers  of  miiitia,  votanieers  and  nugers,  for  the  pur- 
poses nf  tliis  act,  or  of  the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explan- 
atory, such  term  shall  be  computed  fh>m  the  time  ttiey  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of,  and  paid  bv  the  United  States, 
10  the  time  they  were  discharged  therefrom." 

Thus  cutting  off  many  of  the  most  meritorious 
class  of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  law  of  1850 
was  designed  from  any  bounty  whatever;  because 
there  are  many  instances  wnere  citizens  volun- 
teered or  enlisted  for  a  specified  time,  and  were 
wounded  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  the  term 
of  their  enlistment,  and  discharged  m  consequence 
of  those  wounds.  But  this  amendatory  act  would 
deprive  all  of  this  class  of  the  bounty  to  which,  of 
all  men,  they  are  most  entitled.  Tnis  feature  of 
the  bill  I  looK  upon  as  the  most  crude  and  imper- 
fect— but  the  result  rather  of  carelessness  tnan 
design;  for  I  cannot  believe  that  my  colleague,  or 
any  ^llher  member  of  the  committee,  would  be 
willing  to  do  injustice  to  that  class  embraced  in  the 
proviso,  of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  original 
act  was  intended. 

The  sixth  section  also  contains  a  defective  fea- 
ture, and  one  to  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the 
attention  of  my  colleague  was  early  called.  It  is 
found  in  the  latter  part  of  the  section,  and  provides 
that  the  warrants  '*  may  be  located  upon  any  lands 
of  the  United  States  subject  to  private  entry  at 
the  time  of  such  location."  I  am  not  sure  but 
there  is  a  pending  amendment  to  this  section. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  There  is  an  amendment,  by 
adding  thereto  the  words,  *'  at  |1  525  per  acre,  * 
or  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Then  this  section,  if  the  amend- 
ment is  adopted,  is  free  from  any  objection  of  the 
character  wnich  I  was  about  to  urge.  My  objec- 
tion to  the  section  as  first  reported,  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  permission  given  to  locate  warrants  on 
any  Government  land,  wherever  situated,  if  the 
same  permission  ha^^been  extended  to  all  war- 
rants; but  to  the  fact,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
tinction in  favor  of  these  warrants,  and  against 
those  issued  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  served  in 
the  Mexican  war;  whereas  they  shouhl  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing. 

There  are  other  objections,  which  I  designed  to 
urge  when  the  bill  first  come  up,  but  whicn,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  have  been  ably  stated  by 
other  members,  and  I  certainly  shall  not  go  over 
the  same  ground.  There  are  still  others,  by  no 
one  yet  mentioned,  part  of  which  may  b^  mis- 
prints; for  we  cannot  presume  that  this  committee 
would  report  a  bill,  professing  to  be  amendatory 
of  another  act,  and  insert  references  to  provisions 
in  that  act,  and  clauses  of  the  act,  which  have  no 
existence.  The  last  section  contains  a  reference 
to  a  proviso  in  the  second  section  of  the  original 
act,  which  section  has  no  proviso  whatever.  This 
I  say  may  be  a  misprint,  and  I  submit  to  my  col- 
league that  he  had  better  declare  the  whole  bill  a 
misprint,  in  view  of  the  defects  with  which  it 
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abounds,  and  procure  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  where  alone  it  can  be  corrected. 
Or,  better  still,  as  we  shall  soon  have  a  bill  from 
tlie  Senate  meeting  the  purpose  for  which  this  bill 
was  designed,  that  he  lay  this  upon  the  table.  1 
shall  not,  of  course,  make  this  motion,  as  there 
may -be  other  gentleman  entertaining  opinions,  and 
desiring  to  express  them  in  reference  to  it,  different 
from  those  which  I  have  urged.  But  my  declining 
to  make  the  motion  is  not  from  entertaining  any 
doubt  that  such  would  be  the  most  appropriate 
disposition  of  the  bill,  for  it  is  certainly  one  which 
in  it*r  present  shape;  is  not  fit  to  become  a  law. 

Mr.  CLARK.  The  grounds  of  my  desire  to 
present  a  few  reflections  upon  the  bill  which  is  now 
Defore  the  House,  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  intimately  interest  my 
constituents.  Perhaps  the  people  of  no  State  will 
be  more  seriously  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this 
biH  than  those  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  here;  and  this  remark,  Mr.  Speaker, 
apphes  generally,  not  only  to  those  who  are  now 
citicens  of  that  State,  but  to  all  who  expect  to  be- 
come citizens  hereaAer.  And  not  only  so,  but 
there  are  those  there  who  are  personally  interested 
in  this  bill;  and  it  is  upon  this  account  that  I  pro- 
p68e  briefly  to  constaer  some  of  the  provisions 
Doth  of  the  original  bill  and  of  the  substitute.  It 
will  not  be  my  Mbiect  to  travel  over  the  whole 
ground,  and  consider  all  the  sections  and  all  the 
provisions  which  arise  upon  these  two  bills. 

I  VASfflad,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  learn  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  special  committee  which  reported  the 
substitute,  sent  up  an  amendment  the  other  day 
to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  in  reference  to  the 
mode  by  which  tlie  warrants  shall  be  assigned.  I 
think  that  it  would  unquestionably  create  great 
confusion  if  there  should  be  thirty-one  different 
modes  of  assigning  land  warrants,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  each  of  the  thirty-one  States  of 
the  tTnion.  Now,  the  very  fact  that  you  propose 
to  make  warrants  assignable,  presupposes  another 
fact,  that  you  mean  to  give  them  a  marketable 
value;  that  you  mean  an  advantage  shall  accrue  to 
the  warrantee  as  well  as  to  those  who  shall  pur- 
chase them.  Now,  sir,  if  they  shall  be  attended 
with  such  clogs  as  will  prejudice  their  value  in  the 
market,  why  then  your  original  purpose  is  to  that 
extent  contra venea  and  defeated.  How  would 
these  warrantspass  from  hand  to  hand,  except  at 
a  diminished  price,  unless  they  shall  pass  fi^ly^ 
without  any  restriction,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances that  those  who  propose  to  purchase  them 
shall  know  that  their  assignments  are  according  to 
law?  Where  do  these  warrants  go  for  u  market, 
and  where  do  they  find^  purchasers?  In  the  first 
place  they  find  •them  in  the  cities  of  the  East, 
and  in  the  next  place  in  the  neighborhoods  of  the 
land  offices  in  the  various  districts  of  the  West. 
And  there  it  is,  sis  well  as  here,  that  they  are  pur- 
chased by  those  who  expect  to  use  and  locate 
them  upon  the  public  domain.  Will  these  pur- 
chasers, sir,  give  as  much  for  these  land  warrants 
when  it  cannot  be  known,  or  if  known,  yet  with 
great  difliculty  and  uncertainty,  whether  they  have 
Been  assignedaccordingtolaw  ?  And  how  shall  they 
know  unless  they  have  the  means  of  referringto  the 
statutes  of  the  diflferent  States,  whether  they  have 
been  assigned  in  the  manner  in  which  deeds  are  re- 

Suired  to  be  signed  and  authenticated  in  the  several 
tates  in  which  such  assignment  shall  be  made  ? 
It  is  impossible  that  the  purchaser  can  know 
with  that  certainty,  upon  which  reliance  may  be 

E laced ;  and  whenever  a  warrant  is  offered  to  him, 
is  natural  answer  would  be,  **that  inasmuch 
as  I  have  something  to  risk  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  give  as  much  for  it 
as  though  there  was  that  certamty  upon  which  I 
can  rely."  This  will  be  his  natural  reply.  But, 
if  the  mode  prescribing  the  transfer  of  these  war- 
rants is  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it 
will  be  uniform;  and  within,  perhaps,  less  than 
twenty  days  after  the  mode  is  prescribed,  it  will 
be  knowli  in  all  the  distant  parts  of  the  United 
States.  There  will  be  none  ignorant  of  it.  I  think, 
then,  decidedly,  that  the  amendment  oflfered  by  the 
chairman  of  the  select  committee,  [Mr.  Dunham,] 
in  r^ard  to  the  mode  of  assignment,  is  one  in 
itself^  wise  and  expedient*  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
Adopted^  The  next  provision  in  the  substitute  which 
hasbeen  offered,  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments,  is  that  in  refer- 
ence to  the  compensation  of  those  who  have  here- 
tofore psrfonnsa  service  in  the  location  of  land 


warrants  without  pay.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana,* [Mr.  SiTCH,]  who  last  spoke,  has  so  fully 
investigated  the  facts  of  this  case,  that  I  shall  not 
stop  to  consider  them,  but  merely  the  principle 
involved.  I  believe  it  is  an  admitted  fact,  that 
those  who  have  rendered  services  in  your  land 
offices,  in  the  location  of  land  warrants,  have  not 
received  that  compensation  to  which  their  ser- 
vices are  entitled;  and  now  I  ask,  upon  what  prin- 
ciple it  is  that  those  who  have  heretofore  performed 
services  for  this  Government,  shall  be  lefl  without 
compehsation  ?  I  ask  the  chairman  who  reported 
this  substitute,  why  it  is  that  those  who  have  al- 
ready perfonned  services  are  left  to  leanness  and 
injustice,  when  those  wjio  are  hereafter  to  perform 
like  services  are  to  be  paid  for  their  labor?  Can 
the  gentleman  tell  us  what  is  the  distinguishing 
principle  between*  those  who  have  rendered  ser- 
vices, and  those  who  are  to  render  service,  in  ref- 
erence to  compensation  ?  ^  Is  there  any  ?  I  wish 
to  call  the  gentleman's  attention  to  that  point — I 
wish  to  fasten  his  mind  upon  it;  and  I  wish  h\tn 
to  satisfy  the  House  what  distinguishing  principle 
there  is  between  those  officers  who  have  performed 
a  service,  and  those  who  are  hereafter  to  render 
the  same  service.  If  there  is  any,  it  is  ip  favor  of 
those  who  have  already  performed  the  service. 
Why,  have  they  not  performed  them  in  view  of 
the  honor,  the  justice,  and  the  good  faith  of  this 
Government?  Whenever  you  have  invited  indi- 
viduals to  labor  for  you,  and  have  provided  no 
specific  compensation,  is  it  to  be  tolerated  as  a 
precedent,  or  as  a  matter  of  principle,  that  they 
shall  go  unrewarded?  I  hear  gentlemen  say  ihat 
they  were  under  no  obligation  to  have  retained 
their  office,  and  have  performed  the  service  which 
was  required  of  them.  Are  they  to  be  disposed  of 
in  this  summary  way — I  might  say  in  this  inequi- 
table way  ?  Whenever  you  absolve  yourself  from 
your  good  faitli — whenever  you  tread  your  good 
niith  under  foot,  and  do  not  perform  that  which 
you  are  reasonably  expected  to  perform  to- 
wards your  citizens,  that  moment  you  do  an  in- 
jury to  the  citizens,  which  will  recoil  upon  you, 
ana  which  you  will  be  made  to  feel.  You  bold 
out  no  inducement  to  faithfulness  and  devotion  on 
the  part  of  those  upon  whom  you  call  for  labor, 
Wliy ,  it  seems  to  me,  if  there  is  anything  in  a  dec- 
laration of  this  kind,  that  it  applies  only  to  those 
who  are  to  hold  office  hereafter.  When  you  Imve 
refused  to  grant  them  compensation,  they  will  thep 
know  what  course  to  pursue;  they  will  know  that 
you  do  not  mean  to  reward  them,  and  they  will 
protect  themselves.  But,  such  is  not  the  fact 
with  reference  to  those  who  have  already  per- 
formed the  services.  I  will  read  a  brief  extract 
from  a  letter  to  me  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
land  office  in  my  district.  He  says,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  referring  to  his  memorial — 
**  We  be^  leave  to  add,  that  of  the  new  warrants 

*  for  which  there  is  no  compensation  allowed, 
'  there  have  been  located  at  this  office,  durine;  the 

*  last  two  weeks,  nearly  one  thousand;  the  Tabor 

*  attending  which  would  employ  three  competent 

*  clerks."    I  can  vouch  for  the  truthfulness  of  this 
man. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  gentleman  at  what  place  that  ofllicer  resides. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Duouque,  Iowa.  Now^  let 
gentlemen  bear  in  mind,  there  is  a  limit  fixed  by 
law  beyond  which  the  compensation  of  your  ofili- 
cers  cannot  go.  I  have  no  objection  to  a  modifi- 
cation— to  a  scaling  of  their  compensation,  if  the 
House  think  proper  to  do  so;  but  I  contend  for 
the  principle,  the  main  principle,  that  they  shaJl  be 
paid  as  much  as  they  reasonably  deserve.  An- 
other fact,  that  may  not  be  known  to  gentlemen 
here  who  are  not  intimately  conversant  with  af- 
fairs of  this  kind,  is,  that  the  land  officers  are 
allowed  nothing  for  rent  and  notliing  for  clerk 
hire,  nothing  for  fuel  or  stationery.  They  have 
to  provide  memselves  with  all  of  these  things, 
ana  their  salary  is  but  |500,  and  the  other  rem- 
nant of  their  compensation  is  made  up  of  per- 
centage upon  moneys  received.  Now,  you  have 
set  afloat  a  large  aiyount  of  land  scrip,  with 
which  your  public  domain  is  to  be  entered  upon, 
and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  you  have  curtailed, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  purchase  of  lands  with 
cAsh.  Therefore  there  is  no  percentage,  and  the 
compensation  of  your  land  officers  is  reduced  to  a 
mere  pittance.  As  it  is  now,  it  is  hardly  equal  to 
the  crumbs  that  fall  frpm  their  master's  table. 
These  Idnd  officers  have  performed  service  in  th« 


location  of  land  warrants  from  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  original  act  granting  bounty  lands 
to  those  who  Served  in  tlie  Mexican  war,  which 
was  in  February,  1847,  up  to  June  of  that  year. 
For  all  that  was  done  between  these  periods  qq 
compensation  has  been  received.    I  believe  there 
was   an    act   passed    in   June  of  that  year    by 
which  they  were  allowed  a  certain  compensation 
upon  warrants  thereafter  to  be  located.    Again, 
the  act  of  1850,  which  has  thrown  wide^cast  the 
greatest  amount  of  warrants,  provides  for  no 
compensation   to   them   for  their  location.     At 
any  rate  it  provides  for  no  compensation,  and 
this  is  the  Kind  of  warrants  to  which  the  au- 
thor of  the  communication  from  which  i   have 
read  alludes.    Now,  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  hard 
enough  that  a  man  should  earn  his  bread  under 
the  curse,  to  wit,  by  the  sweat  oC  his  brow,  and 
get  his  bread  when  he  has  earned  it  ?    I  ask  iT 
gentlemen  sitting  here  as  a  grand  inquest  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind,  to  do  justice  to  our  fellow-citizens, 
are  to  turn  them  a^ray  with  such  great  injustice 
as  cannot  fail  to  awaken  jealousy  and  rankling  of 
heart  ?    I  am  sure  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
the  plainest  principles  of  justice^ — ^it  would   not 
be  Jew— it  would  not  i^  Christian.     I  do  not 
believe  it  would   be  Mohammedan.    I  am  sure 
it  is  not  law.    Why,  sir,  the  Jewish  law  would 
not  suffer  the  mouth  of  the  ox  to  be  muzzled 
that  treadeth  out  the  corn,  and  the  Cliriatian  pre- 
cept is,  that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  what  the  Koran   says 
upon  the  subject,  but  (be  l^w  says  that  a  man 
who  has  served  his  fellow-man  snail  receire  as 
much  as  he  reasonably  deserves  to  have.     The 
principle  is  not  isdtered  when  the  case  is  between 
an  individual  and  the  Government.    Because  yoa 
are  sovereign  or  l^w-makers,  do  you  Ufi  your- 
selves above  law  and  the  principles  of  law?    Be- 
cause you  cannot  be  reached  in  the  execution  of 
the  law.  therefore  do  you  tread  the  principles  of 
law  under  foot?    I  wiU  believe  it  wnen  I  see  it, 
and  never  before.    I  believe  this  Qovemment  has 
heretofore .  observed   good  faith  in  reference   to 
those  who  have  perforjmed  services  for  it,  nnd  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  yet  ready  to  cut  joose  from 
that  principle,  and  to  say  that  they  will  hare  no 
more  of  it.    1  shall  not  dwell  upon  that  section  of 
the  substitute,  which  provides  tor  the  issuing  of  a 
new  batch  of  bounty  land  warrants.    I  .wxli  ooa- 
tent  myself  simply  with  saying,  Uiat  as  at  preset)! 
advised,  I  am  against  that  provision,    lamgtod 
that  there  is  one  section  of  this  bill  which  I, can 
approve,  and  that  is  the  6th:  **  That  ihe  warrants 

*  wnich  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued  in 

*  pursuance  of  said  act  may  be  located  upon  any 

*  lands  of  the  United  States  sublect  to  private  tatij 

*  at  the  time  of  such  location. 

This  is  as  it  sliould  be,  and  this  is  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  this  bill.  There  is  no  portion  of 
It  w:hich  is  so  material  to  the.  new  States,  and  I 
may  say  to  all  the  States — at  any  rate,  to  all  those 
in  the  old  States  who  expect  to  emigrate  and  be- 
come settlers  in  the  new,  Here  I  sludl  feel  it  my 
duty,  in  a  cursory  mannec,  to  recur  to  the  argu- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, [Mr.  Tuck,]  and  also  to  the ars;un2ent  mass 
the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  tnim  Illinois,  [Mr. 

BlSS^LL.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  Han^pshire  [Mr. 
Tuck]  seems  to  plant  himself  upon  what  he  per- 
haps would  denominate  a  principle  in  ontagonisni 
to  speculators.  It  seems  that  speoulatcfin  tret 
prominent  class  of  men  in  the  mind  of  the  gfmtte- 
man  from  New  Hampshire.  He  would  pursues 
policy  which  would  cut  short  the  speculators  from 
obtaining  the  public  lands.  He  says,  that  if  you 
suffer  hind  warrants  to  be  located  upon  the  puolic 
domain  to  an  extent  as  wide  as  they  are  surveyed 
and  offered  in  market,  the  lands  will  foil  into  the 
hands  of  speculators.  1  can  assure  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  that  all  his  reasoning  upon 
this  point  is  based  upon  false  facts>  and  therefore 
the  force  of  his  reasoning  is  neutralized  and  de- 
stroyed.^ The  gentleman ,  resides  in  the  midst  of 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire.  I  reside  is 
the  midst  of  the  great  prairies  of  the  West,  where 
there  are  large  tracts  of  public  lands.  I  think  I 
know  the  operations  of  this  thing.  1  think  I  can 
with  safety  say,  that  speculations  in  lands  have 
ceased  long  ago,  except  as  here  and  there  an  indi* 
vidual  may  have  entered  a  small  asiMrant  vtjHm 
speculation.  Why,  they  have  found  it «  losing 
business  years  ago.    It  has  been  perhaps  ten  to 
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fiAcen  years  since  capitalists  embarked  money  in 
this  way.    They  found  there  was  no  profit  in  it. 
They  found  that  the  payment  of  taxes — the  pay^ 
meni  of  agents,  aad  tne  slow  and  gradual  rise  m 
Tdu^  of  the  public  lands,  would  not  warrant  the 
operation .    Suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument  and 
bV  way  of  illustration,  that  individuals  go  to  the 
West,  where  there  are  large  tracts  of  pubHc  lands, 
and  make  lar^e  entries,  and  hold  these  lands  with 
•a  view  to  deriveprofit  from  them  when  they  shall 
rise  in  value.     Why,  does  not  the  gentleman  see 
ai  a  glance,  that  as  long  as  there  are  such  vast 
tracts  of  land  in  market  which  can  be  had  at  the 
miaimum  price  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acrey 
nobody  is  going  to  give  ten,  five,  or  two  and  a  half 
dollars  aa  acre  for  the  land  which  is  held  by  spec- 
uUtoni  r    This  is  the  course  which  the  thing  takes. 
An  individual  who  wishes  to  purchase  land  for  his 
own  benefit,  will  go  upon  the  public  domain,  and 
he  win  get  the  knd  which  is  to  be  had  at  the 
cheapest  price.    1  assure  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampalure  [Mr.  Tuck]  that  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  thing  is  not  as  he  has  stated.    There  is 
here  and  there  an  individual  who  wishes  to  spec- 
ulate in  public  lands,  and  attempts  to  do  it,  but  they 
are  like  angels'  visits,  in  one  respect  at  least,  few 
and  iar  between. 

Mr.  TUCK.    Although  the  statement  by  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  of  his  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
tension af  the  right  of  location  of  land  warrants 
apoh  the  nevly-surveyed  lands  of  the  West,  is 
entitled  to  much  weight  with  me,  yet  it  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  control  my  vote.    1  am  aware  that  rep- 
Bsentattves  from  the  West  may  be  presumed  to 
be  better  acquainted  with  their  local  interests  than 
we  of  the  old  States  are.    1  will  state,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  and  others,  that 
the  ^^on  I  expressed  the  other  day,  against  the 
DoUcy  of  opening  the  infant  settlements  of  the  for 
Visit  to  be  overrun  by  the  holders  of  these  war^ 
naia,WM  founded, in  part,  upon  information  and 
opiiUMsdenved  from  gentlemen  who  understand 
Che iola;^  of  the  West  as  well,  and  are  as  anx- 
ious 10  promote  it,  as  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  can 
be.    I  stated  the  other  day,  and  now  say  again, 
that  I  believe  that  the  new  settlements  of  the  West, 
in  their  early  infancy,  are  hemmed  in  by  specu- 
lative holders  of  land,  and  are  retarded  in  their 
prosperity  thereby,  being  unable  to  defend  them- 
selves against  the  ill  effects  of  land  being  held  in 
lar^  amounts  by  non-resident  speculators;  and  I 
believe  that  openmg  the  newly-surveyed  lands  to 
tbeae^iaiid  warrants  wiU  increase  the  evil.    The 
older  portions  of  the  West,  where  there  are  lands 
enou^  for  the  use' of  the  warrants,  have  the  abil- 
ity to  defend  themselves.    I  have  given  the  rea- 
sons of  my  opinion,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  men  who  live  in  the  West,  and  oc- 
cupy minent  positions,  aeree  with  me  in  what  I 
have  said.    I  would  refer  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
particularly  to  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Itiioois,  [Mr.  Bissell,]  who  spoke  the  other  day 
apon  this  bill,  and  did  me  the  honor  to  indorse 
the  op^iion  I  had  expressed,  of  the  bad  policy  of 
opemng  the  new  lands  to  invasion  by  speculating 
Holders  of  land  warrants. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  do  not  know  what  the  knowl- 
edge of  fact^  is  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illuiois  [Mr.  Bibsell]  to  whom  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  refers.  I  do  not  know  precisely 
the  reasons  of  the  policy  which  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  urges  upon  the  House,  lonly  speak  of 
the  iacts,  either  positive  or  negative,  which  have 
traospireid  within  the  sphere  of  my  own  knowl- 
td^  NoWf  there  would  be  no  prejudice  to  Illi- 
oon,  that  this  limitation  should  be  observed,  this 
restriction  had  in  the  location  of  warrants,  because 
tke  lands  in  Illinois  have  been  surveyed  and  were 
in  market  long  ago.  Such  is  oot  the  fact  in  Wis- 
coDsio  and  Iowa,  and  other  new  States  and  Terri- 
torici.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[flir.  Took]  undertook  to  illustrate  his  case  the 
ether  day  mr  the  fact,  that  in  his  travels  in  Min- 
aesota,  he  fell  in  with  two  men,  who  had  removed, 
if  I  jyiastake  not,  frofn  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  and 
that  thfir  motive  for  doin^  so  was,  because  they 
wilt  mtooiMUd  with  lands  which  were  held  by 
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speculators.  Now»  I  will  venture  the  opinion,  if 
these  men  should  be  put  upon  the  stand  and  cross- 
examined,  it  would  be  found  that  tliey  never  owned 
an  acre  of  land  in  the  western  country  in  their  lives. 
I  Jcnow  not  where  they  went  from,  but  there  is 
a  class  of  men  in  the  western  country — ^I  neither 
question  their  doings  nor  their  motives — who  are 
never  satisfied  except  they  are  upon  the  extreme 
frontier.  They  do  not  want  to  be  surrounded 
either  by  speculators  or  anybody  else.  They  want 
an  open  sea — they  want  the  whole  i*^ion  for  their 
own  use.  They  do  not  wish  for  society  or  insti- 
tutions. There  are  a  few  such — very  few,  and 
they  are  in  the  exercise  of  a  right,  which  is  their 
own,  when  they  seek  the  most  distant  locations. 

Mr.  COBB,  (interrupting.)  I  will  call  the  at- 
tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr. 
Dunham]  to  an  inquiry,  which  1  wish  to  make:  I 
desire  to  know  what  he  means  by  the  proviso  to 
the  seventh  section  yf  this  bill,  "Provided  that  the 
benefits  of  this  act  shall  not  accrue  to  any  person 
who  is  a  member  of  the  present  Congress?  * 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  state,  in  explanation, 
that  there  is  an  error  in  the  printing,  and  the 
proper  correction  will  be  made. 

Mr.  COBB.  As  the  cltairman  of  the  commit- 
tee has  determined  to  amend  it  in  its  present  form, 
it  supersedes  the  necessity  of  my  commenting 
upon  it. 

As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Tuck,]  a  few  days  ago,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  third  section  of  this  bill,  I  am  satisfied 
that  if  the  gentleman  had  had  the  question  c\f 
granting  bounty  lands  tp  meritorious  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  his  possession  as  long  as  I 
had  it  during  the  ^ast  Congress,  he  would  see  at 
once  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  con- 
strue the  third  section  of  the  original  law.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  put 
a  wrong  construction  on  that  portion  of  the  bill, 
from  the  fact  that  I  liad  the  bounty  land  bill  in 
my  charge,  as  a  member  of  the  (Jommittee  on 
Public  I^nds,  for  seven  months  during  the  last 
Congress,  and  feeling  deeply  interested  in  it,  I 
sounded  the  opinion  of  almost  every  member  of 
this  House  upon  the  subject.  The  third  section 
of  this  bill  will  remove  the  difficulties- which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  thrown  in  the 
way  of  meritorious  individuals  whom  it  was 
designed  to  include  in  that  bill.  He  ought  to  be 
satisfied  by  this  time  that  he  has  also  placed  a  false 
construction  on  the  law,  by  prohibiting  the  trans- 
fer of  the  bounty  land  warrants;  for  both  branches 
of  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  have  said 
that  that  was  not  their  intention  when  they  passed 
the  measure.  So  satisfied  am  I  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon  that  point 
was  wrong,  that  if  I  had  been  disposed  to  pur- 
chase a  land  warrant  from  an  individual  I  should 
have  done  it,  and  relied  upon  the  courts  of  tlie 
country  to  sustain  me  in  tne  position  that  these 
land  warrants  were  truly  and  property  assignable 
under  the  original  law.  Both  branches  of  Con- 
gress have  now  decided  that  question. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
will  see  the  error  into  which  he  has  fallen,  and 
will  hereafler  be  cautious  not  to  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  meritorious  individuals  so  as  to  preveiH 
them  from  receiving  their  warrants,  or  to  prevent 
the  transfer  that  was  contemplated  by  the  law. 

Mr.  CLARK,  (resuming.)  I  believe  that  I 
should  be  safe  in  saying  that  it  is  my  opinion  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  all  of  the  land 
warrants  which  have  been  located  in  northern 
Iowa,  have  been  located  by  settlers.  They  come 
and  s^rch  out  their  lands,  and  they  either  have 
land  warrants  in  their  pockets,  or,  after  they  have 
ascertained  the  tract  upon  which  they  desire  to 
settle,  they  go  and  purchase  warrants  and  settle  on 
that  land  as  farmers,  to  dev^op  the  resources  of 
the  soil  and  add  to  the  strength  of  society  there. 
That  is  the  course  that  warrants  have  taken.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  statement  which  I  have  made 
is  extravagant;  if  it  is,  I  am. willing  to  stand  cor- 
rected by  other  gentlemen  from  my  neighborhood 
who  have  as  much  knowledge  on  this  subject  as 
I  have  myaelf. 


.  Sir,  you  have  set  afloat  a  large  amount  of  land 
scrip,  as  it  may  be  called — warrants,  the  design  of 
which  is  to  absorl2,as  far  as  they  tirill  go,  the  pub- 
lic lands.  You  desigti  by  this  system  and  by  the 
transfer  of  these  warrants  to  encU^Ie  your  citizens 
to  purchase  and  so  to  make  themselves  homes. 
Now,  I  ask,  for  what  reason  or  sound  policy  you 
should  restrict  the  location  of  them?  You  say 
upon  the  face  of  a  given  warrant,  **  This  document 
is  good  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land;'*, 
but  yet  gentlemen  seek  to  say  that  it  ^all  be  of 
laiiS  of  a  certain  value.  You  say  upon  the  face  of 
your  scrip  that  the  land  is  worth  one  dolUu*  and  a 
quarter  per  acre,  and  by  a  note  at  the  bottom  you 
say,  in  substance,  that  it  shall  only  be  worth  sev- 
enty>five  cents.  Is  not  this  a.  contradiction  in 
terms  ?  Besides  that,  it  would  be  a  partial  system. 
Those  who  obtain  their  warrants  first  -from  the 
Department  go  and  make  a  choice  of  their  lands, 
while  those  who  come  afterwards  arecompelled  to 
take  up  with  inferior  lands,  and  finally  with  those 
that  are  merely  refuse.  Is  there  any  justice  in 
making  this  distinction  ?  Why  should  you  deal 
less  bountifully  with  those  who  are  a  little  aAer 
in  point  of  time,  than  you  do  with  those  who 
happen  to  be  a  little  ahead  in  point  of  time?  Is 
there  any  justice — is  there  anything  which  com- 
mands the  approbation  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  in  a  system  of  tliat  kind  ?  Why  will  yod 
not  secure  to  all  the  same  chances  and  benefits  ? 
Your  original  design  in  the  creation  of  bounty 
land  warrants  was  to  benefit  a  certain  class  of  men 
who  had  performed  meritorious  services  for  the 
country.  Jt  was  supposed  that  they  had  claims 
upon  tne  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  you  issued 
warrants  in  order  to  compensate  them  for  those 
claims.  But  when  you  make  the  warrants  assign- 
able, it  is  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  original 
warrantee,  but  also  for  the  ben^t  of  the  assignee, 
and  it  is  unquestionably  so  intended.  Well,  if 
you  restrict  them  to  certain  limits,  it  prejudices 
not  only  all  the  settlers  in  the  new  States,  but  all 
who  intend  to  migrate  from  the  old  States. 
•  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virgmia,  (interposing.)  The 
morning  hour  has  now  expired,  and  I  therefore 
move  to  proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speak- 
er's table.  I  sj^all  follow  up  that  motion  by  a 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.    Is  that  motion  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  to  arrest  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour  when  the  morning 
hour  shall  have  passed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  to  the  House, 
that  if  they  wish  to  expedite  the  perfecting  and 
passage  of  this  bill  and  to  economize  time,  it  would 
be  better  for  us,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  refer 
the  bill  now  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on . 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  make  it  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next.  That  is  the  only 
way  in  wnich  we  can  nx  the  bill  so  as  to  be  satis- 
factory to  aUparties. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  beg  to  make  another  sug- 
gestion, in  addition  to  the  one  which  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee*has  just  made.  I  would  suggest 
that  this  bill  had  better  be  laid  upon  the  table  at 
I  once;  and  if  I  can  obtain  the  floor  for  the  purpose, 
I  will  make  that  motion.  It  can  never  pass  this 
House,  I  am  sure.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Clark]  has  the  floor,  and.  I  ask  him 
if  he  will  yield  me  the  floor  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLARK.    I  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  would  remark  Uiat  a  bill 
upon  this  subject  passed  the  Senate  yesterday, 
which  appears  to  be  precisely  in  that  form  which 
will  meet  the  views  of  a  majority  of  tlie  members 
of  this  body,  and  it  is  useless  to  spend  any  more 
time  on  this  bill. 

[Cries  of"  Order!"  '*  Order!"] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY  then  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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The  rules  were  accordingly  suspended,  and  the 
House  resdived  itself  into  Cfommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Jones,  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  chair.) 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  consideration  of  the  President's 
'  annual  message.  ' . 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  Mexican  indemnity  bill 
being  an  appropriation  bill,  I  believe  has  prece- 
dence, ahd  I  move  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
accordingly]  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  fur  the  carrying  into  execution,  in 
further  part,  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Mexico,  concluded  in  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  pending 
question  was  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  California  [Mr.  Marshall]  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  and  that  the  gerulemnn  from  Virginia 
[Mr  KLTLT]^wa8  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ftAYLY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  ex- 
pected that  I  should  never  be  called  upon  again  to 
address  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
subject  of  this  bill.  At  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress,  a  bill,  precisely  similar  to  this,  except 
as  to  the  amount  appropriated,  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  unanfmously. 
It  underwent  a  thorough  discussion  in  this  House, 
when  everything  was  brought  to  its  attention  which 
has  since  been  advanced,  and  it  passed  ^by  a  vote 
of  1^  to  36— there  being  fewer  votes  aeainst  the 
bill,  than  are  usually  given  against  all  tne  appro- 
priation bills,  no  matter  how  unexceptionable  in 
themselves.  The  bill  then  went  to  the  Senate, 
and  was  again  discussed  there,  and  it  passed  that 
body  almost  without  opposition — I  mean  to  far 
as  tne  vote  was  concerned].  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  matter  was  again  brought  before 
this  House  by  the  unanimous  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means:  It  was  again  thor- 
oughly discussed,  and  so  meagre  was  tlie  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  that  its  opponents  could  not  even 
get  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its  passage. 

Again,  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  composed  aln 
most  entirely  of  new  members,  after  having  ex- 
amined the  subject  thoroughly,  •  have,  as  I  am- 
told,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  that  committee, 
again  reported  this  bill.  Now,  it  would  seem  that 
further  aiscussion  in  re^ence  to  this  subject  was 
superfluous;  but  it  seems  a  certain  gentleman  has 
taken  upon  himself,  under  date  of  the  22d  of  No- 
vember last,  to  address  a  long  memorial  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  calumniating  the 
Secretary  of  State — the  financial  organs  at  the  last 
Congress  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress-^«ind  as 
anecessary  consequence,  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress themselves  which  sustained  them.  And  that 
gentleman,  with  an  assurance  peculiarly  his  own, 
has  asked  the  President  to  file  that  memorial  amon^ 
the  archives  of  the  Government.  Now,  1  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  Preiiident  of  the  United 
States  will  not  give  it  any  such  destination.  The 
keeper  of  those  archives  is  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  diflferent  purpose  than  to  preserve 
calumnies  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
to  which  he  is  attached,  and  upon  the  financial 
organs  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  by 
consequence,  as  I  have  said,  upon  the  two^  Houses 
themselves.  But,  this  memorial  has  also  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  every  member  of  the  two 
Housesr  &nd  1  have  found  by  tlie  debate  here,  that 
it  has  created  soAe  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
a  small  portion  of  the  members  upon  this  floor. 
Such  bemg  the  case,  I  feel  it'  to  be  my  duty  to  no- 
tice his  pretended  statement  of  facts. 

In  relation  to  his  calumnies  upon  myself,  I  shall 
say  nothing.  I  have  lived  for  torty  years  without 
a  reproach  upon  my  private  character  in  vain;  it 
is  in  vain  that  the  people  of  my  State,  and  the  Le- 
nslature  of  that  State,  have  expressed  their  con- 
fidence in  me  in  almost  every  form  in  which  it 
could  be  done;  it  is  in  vain  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  expressed  a  similar  confi- 
dence, and  that  to  such  an  extent  as  few  of  my 
predecessors  have  enjoyed,  if  the  calumnies  of  Dun 
Green,  and  his  associates  will  afl*ect  my  character 
in  the  estimation  of  anybody  whose  good  opinion 
is  desiritble. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this  me- 
fporialf  for  the  information  of  thi»  House,  com- 


posed as  it  is  to  a  laige  extent  of  new  members, 
and  who  may  not  be  as  well  informed  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  from  its  inception, .as  I  am,  1  feel 
it  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  history  of  the  mode  of 
payment  of  these  Mexican  indemnities. 

By  the  treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidale o,  we  came 
under  an  obligation  to  pay  to  the  Nlexican  Gov- 
ernment fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  five  pay- 
ments— the  first  in  hand,  and  the  other  four  m 
annual  installments,  with  interest.  The  first  pay- 
ment yiras  made  down.  So  much  of  it  as  was  paid 
in  money,  was  paid  by  an  arrangement  ^with  the 
Rothschilds^  By  that  arrangement  Rothschilds 
were  to  receive  from  us  an  amount  in  Treasury 
notes,  at  par,  equal  to  the  sum  paid  by  them.  At 
that  time  Treasury  notes,  as  I  believe,  were  at  a 
premium ;  so  in  the  first  payment,  made  by  Mr. 
Folk's  administration,  the  Government  received  no 
premium,  but  rather  paid  one. 

The  ^rst  installment  was  paid  by  Mn  Walker, 
by  an  arrangem^t  with  the  Barings.  By  this 
arrangement  the  Barings  were  to  pay  the  money 
and  allow  us  four  and  one  half  per  cent,  for  con- 
ducting the  transaction.  These  ^wo  payments 
were  made  under  Mr.  Polk's  administration.  The 
next  was  negotiated  under  General  Taylor's  ad- 
ministration. He  intrusted  the  negotiation  to  Mr. 
Letcher,  our  Minister  at  Mexico.  The  crreat  dif- 
ficulty which  he  encountered  in  making  that  pay- 
ment, as  disclosed  by  his  dispatches  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  fully  showed  in  a  speech tinon  a  former 
occasion.  At  one  time  he  despaired  of  making 
any  arrangement;  but  at  last  he  contracted  with 
Howland  db  Aspinwall  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
installment  at  three  per  cent.,  and  the  remaindbr 
with  the  Rothschilds  at  three  and  a  half  per  cent. 
The  management  of  this  matter  was  talcen,  as  I 
have  before  explained,  by  General  Taylor's  ad- 
ministration, from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  So  it 
stood  when  Mr.  Fillmore  came  in.  Mr.  Webster 
contracted  with  the  Barings,  Howland  db  Aspin* 
wall,  and  Corcoran  db  Riggs,  to  make  the  payment 
at  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  At  the  time  or  making 
the  contract,  that  was  the  only  oflTer  before  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  The  Rothschilds  had  previously 
submitted  a  proposition  to  give  a  premium  of  four 
per  cent.,  but  according  to  the  terms  of  the  prop- 
osition if  not  accepted  oefore  the  30th  of  May,  it 
was  to  be  considered  as  withdrawn.  Subseauently 
they  extended  the  time  till  the  1st  of  July;  but  the 
1st  of  July  passed  without  making  the  contract; 
and  by  the  terms  of  the  proposition  itself,  it  was 
withdrawn.  The  only  proposition,  therefore, 
which  was  before  the  Secretary  of  State  when  this 
contract  was  made,  was  that  of  Corcoran  db  Riggs, 
Howland  &  Aspinwall,  and  the  Barings. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  make  an  inouiry? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Allen,]  and  all  others, 
that  I  hope  they  will  not  irfterrupt  me.  I  fear  1 
shall  not  oe  able  to  conclude  what  J  have  to  say  in 
my  hour,  and  I  cannot  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  only  desire  tne  gentleman  to 
allow  me  for  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  cannot.  I  was  proceeding  to  say 
that  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Webster  was 
less  advantageous  to  the  contractors  than  the  best 
one  of  Mr.  Walker.  Mr.  Walker  got  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  for  the  first  installment,  but  at  that 
time  the  export  duty  in  Mexico  upon  specie  was 
ten  percent.,  while  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Webster's 
.  arrangement  it  was  but  four  and  a.  half  per  cent., 
as  Duff  Green  states  it,  but  five  and  a  half  per 
cent,  as  I  believe  the  fact  to  be.  Mr.  Webster's 
arrangement  was  better  than  that  made  by  Mr. 
Letcher  at  three  per  cent,  for  a  part,  and  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  for  the  remainder;  and  yet  Mr. 
Letcher  maintained  that  his  was  better  than  Mr. 
Walker's. 

I  come  now  to  the  proposition  of  Duff  Green, 
which  Mr.  Webster  would  not  entertain  at  all. 
That  proposition  was  to  authorize  the  Mexican 
Government  to  draw  drafls  upon  our  Government 
for  the  amount  of  the  installments,  and  for  them  to 
allow  us  four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  which  was 
stated  to  be  the  Mexican  export  duty  upon  specie. 
Green  and  his  associates,  as  they  state,  were  to 
'receive  three  and  a  half  per  cent.,  which  makes 
eight  per  cent.  Now,  I  undertake  to  say,  and  to 
prove  here,  that  that  proposition  was  the  worst  for 
the  Mexican  Government,  which  was  ^made.  I 
shall  come  to  its  effect  upon  our  Government  a(Ur 


a  while.    Eight  p^  cent,  was  to  be  paid  before 
Mexico  got  a  dollar. 

But  Green  says  in  his  memorial  that  Mexico 
would  have  made  money  by  this  arrangement, 
because  exchange  between  the  city  of  Mexico  and 
New  York  was  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent.    If  it 
was  ten  per  cent,  they, would  gain  two  per  cent., 
and  if  it  was  fifteen  per  cent,  they  would  gain  seven 
per  cent.    Now  I  nave  upon  that  point  to  say,  that 
the  man  who  siiys  that  the  real  exch^ge — 1  do 
not  mean  the  nominal  but  the  real  exchange  be- 
tween the  city  of  Mexico  and  New  York — ^is  either 
ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.,  propounds  an  absurdity, 
and  nothing  else.     Everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing upon  the  subject  of  finance,  knows  that,  in 
the  absence  of  legal  obstacles,  the  real  exchange 
between  two  places  is  no  more  than  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  specie,  including  insurance,  com- 
mission, and  freight. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  coat  of  transferring  specie 
from  Mexico  to  New  York?   There  is  the  export 
duty  of  four  and  one  half  per  cent.,  as  Green  states 
^  it.   An  eminent  banker,  formeriy  a  member  of  this 
House  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  KiNG,]infornied  me 
that  the  cost  of  the  transportation  of  specie  from 
Mexico  to  New  York  is  about  one  atid  a  half  per 
cent.    Including  the  export  duty  of  four  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  if  such  it  be,  the  net  exchange 
between  New  York  and  Mexico  is  six  per  cent.; 
and  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated ,  the  man  who  says 
that  a  silver  dollar  is  worth  fifteen  per  cent,  more 
in  New  York  than  it  is  in  Mexico,  propounds  a 
simple  absurdity.     Now,  sir,  I   know  that   in 
Mexico  exchange  on  New  York  is  quoted,  when 
at  par,  at  about  fifteen  per  cent.    And  why?    Be- 
cause London  is  the  centre  of  the  moneyea  opera- 
tions of  the  world,  and  all  exchange  is  quoted  with 
reference  to  the  London  standard.    In  riewTork 
the  nominal  exchange  on  London,  when  it  is  in 
Yact  at  par,  is  quoted  at  nine  and  one  quarter  per 
cent.     Why  is  this?    It  arises  from  the  different 
standards  in  the  two  countries.    A  pound  is  ft4  44 
in  London.    It  is  ||4  84  in  the  city  of  New  x  ork, 
making  a  difference  of  forty  cents  in  the  pound, 
which  is  nine  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  within  a 
fraction.    When,  therefore, .  you   say  that    ex- 
cliange  between  New  York  and  Mexico  is  fif- 
teen per  cent.,  it  is  composed  of  the  per  cent. 
I  have  referred  to  of  the  export  duty  and    the 
cost  of  exporting  specie,  viz:  the  six  per  cenl. 
.  added  to  tne  nine  and  a  quarter,  making  about 
fifteen  per  ceht.;  but  the  idea  that  the  same  dol- 
lar is  worth  fifteen  per  cent,  more  in  New  York 
than  in  Mexico,  is,  I  say  again,  a  simple  absur- 
dily. 

'Then,  sir,  Mexico  would  have  got  but  the  six 
per  cent,  in  reality.  By  Green's  arrangement  she 
was  to  pay  eight,  and  of  course  it  was  less  advan- 
tageous to  her  than  the  proposition  the  Govern- 
ment adopted,  which  pays  dollar  for  dollar  in  the 
city  of  Mexico.  But,  as  I  have* heretofore  shown, 
Mr.  Green's  proposition  was  not  only  worse  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  for  Mexico,  whose  gj*r- 
dian  he  would  set  himself  up  to  be,  but  our  Gov- 
ernment could  not  have  agreed  to  it  without  the 
negotiation  of  a  new  treaty.  His  proposition  pro- 
posed to  change  the  place,  the  time,  and  mooe  of 
payment,  and  to  take  a  less  amount  than  the  treaty 
stipulated  for.  Now,  it  has  been  asked  over  and 
over  again — it  was  asked  by  my  colleague  yester- 
day— cannot  the  two  Governments  vary  this? 
Certainly  the  two  nations  can ;  but  they  can  only  do 
it  in  the  mode  established  by  their  Cfonstitutions ; 
and  as  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  elaborate  this 
point,  as  I  could  desire,  let  me  put  a  single  illustra- 
tion: Suppose  by  a  treaty  negotiated  between  the 
United  States  ana  Mexico  in  the  regular  form  by 
the  two  Governments,  (I  change  the  position  of 
the  two  parties  to  make  it  more  clear  to  the  minds 
of  members,)  Mexico  was  bound  to  pay  us,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  a  given  amount  of  money 
upon  a  given  day:  could  the  President  of  the' 
United  States — could  the  Secretarv  of  State---couId 
any  other  power  than  that  which  made  this  con- 
tract, vary  it  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  payment, 
and  the  amount  to  be  received  ?  Coula  the  Presi- 
dent receive  a  less  sum  at  a  different  place  and 
time?  Why,  the  very  statement  of  the  propasi- 
tion  contains  its  refutation.  Besides,  sir,  the 
mode  of  payment  which  Green  proposed  was  the 
alternative  mode  contained  in  the  treaty  a*  nego« 
tiated,  and  by  a  solemn  vote  of  the  Senate  waa 
stricken  out.  The  treaty,  as  sent  to  the  Seoate  to 
ba  ratified,  contained  this  provision: 
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*^  Certificate  in  proper  form  fivt  the  ^d  installments, 
xespectiv«ly,  in  such  suins  as  shall  b«  desired  by  the  M exi- 
Q  GDvernment,  and  transferable  by  it,  shall  be  delivered 
laid  Government. " 

The  Senate  struck  the  article  out. 
Mir.  Bochanan,  in  his  dispatch  of  18th  March, 
[848,  to  Messrs.  Sevier  and  Clifford, says :     ., 

"  It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  twelfth  article,  as  amended 
the  Senate,  cpntaina  a  {lositive  and  unconditional  obliga- 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  the  Mexican 
ibfic  the  mim  of  f  19,000,000,  in  four  ailhual  install-* 

s  of  ^,000,000  each,  commencing  one'  year  after  the 

vatiAcation  of  Uie  treaty  by  the  Mexican  unrcmment ; 
•^megitiable  or  iraiutferahU  eer^ficatt*  conno^,  howteer,  be 
•iMmtlfm  that  omottiU.'' 

Now,  sir,  will  anybody  say  that  the  Executive 
alone  can  authorize  a  mode  of  paying  these  install- 
iDeniB,  which  the  Senaterefused  to  consent  to,  and 
virtfck  out  of  the  treaty  ? 

Why,  sir,  the  Mexican  Government  preferred 
to  have  the  whole  indemnity  of  ^15,000,000  paid 
down;  but  our  Government,  speakifig  through  its 
constituted  authority,  would  not  agree  to  pay 
down,  but  agreed  to  pay  it  in  installments,  at 
stated  periods.  And  the  treaty^making  power 
having  decided  that  we  would  not  pay  faster  than 
in  annual  installments,  and  upon  the  day  named  in 
«  the  treaty,  has  the  Executive  alone  power  to  say 
that  we  will  anticipate  this  payment — that  we  will 
make  them  faster  than  the  treaty  provides  for.' 

But,  sir,  XA  prejudice  this  case,  these  Greens 
bave  gone  on  to  show  that  the  Barings  have  made 
enormous  profits.  Their  first  error  is  in  their  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  the  third  and  fourth  install- 
ments.   They  state  that  the  third  was  $3^540,000, 
aod  the  fourth  |3,720,000,  making  the  two  to- 
gether, 5? ,260,000.      Now  it  so  happens  that  the 
tfiird  installment  was  $3,360,000,  and  the  fourth 
13,180,000,  making  $6,540,000>-a  difference  of 
|720,00O.  Here  is  a  man  who  has  been  negotiating 
and  writing  about  the  payment  for  two  years  of  a 
Bom,  the  amount  of  wnich  even  he  does  not  seem 
to  know.    But  f  730,000  is  less  than  a  million,  and 
Duff  Green  only  deals  in  millions.     I  have  already 
explained  that  the  real  exchange  is  about  six  per 
ceot.    The  contractors  pay  us  three  and  a  half, 
and  it  leaves  to  them  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  which 
in  Mexico  is  the  usyal  percentage  m  similar  trans- 
ac^ow.  his  precisely  th^percentage  which  Mex- 
ico^ is  ^treaty"  of  February,  1843,  agreed  to  pay 
oar  dnoMnts  under  that  treaty,  ana  Mexico  and 
our  Government  had  fixed  upon  two  and  a  half 

5r  cent,  as  the  usual  allowance  in  such  cases, 
y  own  opinion  was,  at  the  last  Congress,  and  so 
I  expressed  myself,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
rise  m  the  value  of  silver,  compared  with  gold, 
diey  would  not  make  two  and  a  half  per  cent.; 
1u)d  the  result  shows  that  they  have  not  realized 
that  much  by  exchange.    But  it'  is  said  that  we 
have  enablecfthe  Barings,  by  this  arrangement, 
to  shave  the  Mexican  Government.    How  have 
we  done  it?    It  is  said  thev  are  borrowing  mo- 
ney of  the  Barings  and  pledging  this  indemnity. 
Suppose  they  are,  it  is  their  own  act,  for  which 
we  are  not  responsible.    When  the  Barings  go  on 
tbe  day  of  payment  to  demand  of  them  a  receipt, 
(oar  treaty  requires  it  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
elver,  and  the  contract  our  Gk>vemment  has  made 
h.  pursuance  of  this  treaty  requires  that  it  shall 
be  made  in  gold  and  silver,)  and  they  go  to  the 
Mexican  Treasury  with  anything  else — ^with  their 
notes  or  bonds— rthe  Mexican  Government  have 
the  power  to   refuse  it,  and   the  Barings  will 
have  forfeited  the  contract  unless  they  pay  in  the 
fiinds  stipulated  in  the-  treaty,  or  in  something 
dae  equally  acceptable  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
nent.    It  ui  not  in  their  power  to  force  anything 
else  upon  them.    As  to  the  shaving,  although  the 
Barings  are  the  agent9to  pay,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  isthe  party  to  pay,  and  Mexico 
can  hypothecate  or  mortgage  tnis  obligation  of 
ours  to  pay  to  any  other  bankers.    All  ^is  is  an 
tuempt  to  impose  upon  a  House,  a  majority  of 
vkote  members  may  be  supposed  not  to  have 
tamed  their  attention  to  the  subject. 

fiesidea  that,  this  proposition  of  the  Greens  was 
lest  advantageous  to  the  Mexican  Government 
than  Miy  other.  I  say-it  came  before  the  Executive 
*  with  a  dark  suspicion  upon  it — a  darkness  which 
hai  ioereased  from  the  hour  it  was  made  down  to 
thiivepT  day;  And  this  is  a  part  of  the  argument 
to  which  J  wish  to  ask  the  especial  attention  of^ 
-  the  American  Congress.  Why  did  the  Mexican 
Govanmient  agree  to  give  DutT  Green  and  his 
three  and  a  naif  per  cent,  to  get  our 


Executive  to  accept  their  terms  ?  They  had  their 
Minister  here.  Does  any  one  believe  that  if  this 
was  a  bona  fide  transaction,  that  the  Mexican 
Government  supposed  that  they  could  approach 
the  American  Administration  under  more  favor- 
able circumstances  through  Green  and  his  as- 
sociates, as  their  agents,  than  by  their  own  ac- 
credited Minister^  Why  give  them  j^lO,000  to 
prevail  upon  the  American  Administration  to 
accept  their  offer,  when  they  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  request  their  own  Minister  to  make  the  appli- 
cation to  the  American  Gt)vernment  ? 

Again,  sir,  Mr.  Clayton  had  told  the  Greens,  as 
his  own  letter  published  by  themselves  shows, 
that  he  could  not  negotiate  with  anybody  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  but  the  Mexican  Minisjter. 
How  does  it  occur,  then,  that  this  man  is  engaged, 
with  the  bonus  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  get  the  American  Government  to  accept 
an  offer  from  the  Mexican  Government?  But 
that~is  not  all.  Mr.  Clayton  had  made — an^W> 
this  I  ask  the  especial  attention  of  the  House — to 
the  Mexican  Government  a  more  advantageous 
proposition  of  the  same  kind,  through  their  Min- 
ister, which  that  Grovernment  rejected.  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, in  his  letter,  says: 

**  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the 
i4th  instant,  and,  in  reply  to  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
vou  that,  some  time  in  the  latter  partof  la^t  winter,  or  early 
in  the  spring,  General  DuflT  Green  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Marks  could  efliscc  an  arrangement  with  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment for  the  payment  of  the  two  laat  LnBtallmenta  of  the 
Mexican  indemnity,  under  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
reserving  to  the  United  States  a  premium  of  four  and  a  half 
percent.,  the  money  to  be  paid  on  drafts  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
emraentnpon  ourTreasory.  I  had,  previou«lqr, endeavored 
to  n^otiate  with  the  Mexican  Minister  at  Washington  for  the 
payment  of  the  second  installment  (for  which  an  appropri- 
ation had  been  made  by  Congress)  upon  this  basis,  my  ob- 
ject being  to  take  the  matter  out  of  the  Itands  of  specula- 
tors, by  paying  the  money  directly  to  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  ^n  offer  through  Mr.  Roaa  to  the  Mexican  Oor- 
emment  to  pay  U  that  installment^  deducting  the  expof't 
duty  (five  and  a  half  per  cent.)  on  specie  in  Mexico y  wan 
decline  by  that  Crovemment.*' 

The  Mexicaii  Government  declined  it.  They 
had  but  a  short  time  before  declined  to  deduct  the 
export  duty  on  specie.  What  was  our  Govern- 
ment to  think,  when  they  came  forward  shortly 
afterwards  through  agents  and  agreed  not  only 
to  deduct  the  export  duty,  but  to  pay  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  additional  to  these  contractors? 
Mexico  declined  a  more  favorable  proposition  when 
officially  and  authoritatively  m^de,  and  yet  these 
people  come  here  and  pretend  to  say  that  they 
nad  the  authority  of  Mexico  to  propose  a  far  less 
favorable  arranffement.  They  are  not  only  to  re- 
ceive' three  and  a  half  per  cent,  more  than  the 
export  duty,  but  a  discount  of  the  interest  upon 
their  drafts.     Here  is  Marks  *s  letter:         ^ 

Mexico,  Ju/y  t3<^,  1850. 

Mv  DBAR  Oassif,  {^Wathington  city :)  I  have  at  last  suc- 
ceeded with  the  Mexican  Government,  and  secured  the  two 
inntallments  due  by  the  United  States,  amounting  to,  with 
interest,  ^7.960,000.  I  inclose  you  copy  of  my  proposal, 
which  has  oeen  accepted,  and  die  liquidation  of  the  debt. 
The  dni(\8  of  the  Mexican  Government  against  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  are  forwarded  this  day  to  Don 
Luis  de  la  Rosa,  the  Mexican  Minister  at  Washington. 
You  will  call  on  him  on  receipt  of  this;  obtain  and  nave 
them  accepted  by  our  Government.  On  their  beiM  accept- 
ed, you  will  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  said  drafts,  ^19,631  .'»7- 100,  being  at  the  rate  of  fimr 
and  a  half  per  cent,  for  difference  of  exchange,  as  agreed 
upon  between  your  fiith^r  ani  Mr.  Clajrton.  You  will  see 
by  this  arrmnsement  f  hkve  saved  the  United  States  over 
^70^000,  as  Mr.  Letcher  has  invariably  drawn  for  the  in- 
stallments already  paid,  at  the  rate  of  three  and  a  half  per 
cent. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  Mexican  Government  may  not 
require  any  large  sum  of  money  for  soom:  time  to  come. 
We  can  always,  obtain  cash  for  the  draHs  accepted  by  the 
United  States,  less  the  interest — Hx)>er  cent,  per  annum — 
which  the  Mexican  Oovemment  allow  to  us.  Thus  you  see 
wo  make  by  the  contract  three  and  a  half  per  cent. — say 
about  $310,000;  bdt  out  of  this  amount  I  will  have  to  pay 
$70,000  here,  which  will  leave  $70,000  for  each  of  us. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  draOs  should  be 
accepted  forthwith  by  our  Government.  Should  there  be 
any  great  delay,  the  arrangement  will  fldi  through. 

I  hope  your  father  may  he  in  Washington  to  assist  you, 
aa  he  had  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Clayton  and  odier  members  of  the  Cabinet  for  this  busi- 
new,  and  I  have  staked  my  reputation  with  this  Govern- 
ment on  the  result,  and  the  drahs  must  be  accepted.  We 
ask  nothing  of  our  Government,  not  even  to  advance  a  cent; 
on  the  contrary,  we  give  them  a  positive  profit  of  $70,000. 
Afler  the  flftuts  are  accepted,  yon  will  return  them  to  M. 
LiUs  de  la  Rosa,  less  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  United 
States,  (say  $319,631  57,)  and  wait  further  instructions 
from  me. 

You  will  please  answer  this  immediately  on  its  receipt, 
directing  care  of  Clason  3i  Vies,  New  Orleans,  to  be  for-, 
warded  to  me ;  and  if  possible  send  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
to  them  before  the  98Ui  instant,  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  if 
merely  to  say  "  all  is  right.'* 


I  shall  remain  here,  imlesa  somethiog  of  moment  takes* 
place,  until  I  hear  (Vom  you. 

I  am,  your  sincere  friend,  J.  D.  MARRB. 

P.  S.  As  we  will  not  require  any  banker  to  advance,  nor 
no  one  tg  assist  us,  we  cannot,  of  course,  give  any  portion 
of  this  contract,  nor  money  to  carry  it  through. 

W  hy  did  Mexico  refuse,  through  their  own  Min- 
ister, a  more  favorable  proposalion,  and  then  offer 
to  Qreen-and  his  associates  three  and  half  per  cent, 
to  effect  mdiat  they  declined  ^  I  now  call  attention 
to  the  letters  he  says  he  sent  no  the  Secretaries  of 
State  and  Treasury — ^imperial  letters,  such  as  no 
man  but  an  Emperor  would  write,  and  none  would 
expect  ti>  carry  out  who  had  not  an  imperial  - 
treasury.  He  proposes  to  negotiate  for  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Qila,  and  speaks  of  making  a  railroad 
from  there  to  the  Pacific;  of  filline  that  valley  up 
with  American  settlers;  and,  to  tacilitate  him  in 
this  magnificent  scheme  of  hi^  in  negotiating  with 
the  Mexican  Government,  he  asks,  modestly,  that 
our  Government  shall  intervene  in  Mexican  party 
politics.  He  asks  our  Executive  to  conciliate  the 
powers  that  be  in  Mexico  to  aid  his  negotiation  ! 
Now*  sir,  I  have  heard  a  ^reat  deal  a^ut  inter- 
vention of  late — a  great  deal  as  to  the  intervening 
of  our  Government  fn  the  domestic  policy  of  an- 
other nation;  but  I  had  never  expected  they  would 
be  called  upon,  to  intervene  to  advance  a  negotiation  ^ 
of  Duff  Green. 

Here  is  ihfi  letter: 

No.  1. — Mr,  (jhreen  to  Mr.  Clayton, 

Washington,  March  13, 1650. 
Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  Secretary  of  State: 

Dear  Sir  :  Believing  that  tfle  G'ila  route  is  better  than 
any  other  hnc  fbr  a  railroad  connecting  the  Mississippi  with 
the  Pacific,  /  hace  enga^erf  the  services  of  a  gentleman  who 
has  resided  many  years  in  Mexico,  who  has  rendered  im- 
portant services  to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  has  the 
confidence  and  ^od  will  of  the  Mexican  autlioritics.  He 
has  been  to  Mexico,  and  met  me  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
lawaUs  further  instructions. 

He  tells  me  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  in  great  want 
of  money;  that  the  agents  of  Santa  Anna  and  other  disaf- 
fected persons  are  plotting  a  revolution  ;  and  that  it  is  im- 
pormnt  that  the  present  Government  ^ould  be  enabled  to 
realize  in  anticipation  the  remaining  installments  yet  to  be 
paid  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 

Herrera  and  his  administration  are  our  friends.  Santa 
Anna  is,  and  ever  will  be^our  enemy.  If  HerreraU  gov- 
ernment can  be  enabled  to  negotiate  the  installments  yet  to 
fall  due.  it  would  gi^  them  the  command  oftnonejff  and  thue 
strengthen  our  friends  in  power j  a*  weU  by  giving  them  ' 
money  as  bu  deprioing  Santa  Jinna  and  hu  partisans  of 
the  fund  which  they  would  otherwise  receive  if  they  can 
subceH  and  seize  the  Oovempient  before  those  installment* 
are  paid.  '' 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Mexican  Government  de- 
sire to  hypothecate  the  remaining  installments,  and  will  be 
compelled  to  submit  to  great  loss,  unless  they  can  obtain 
from  this  Government  acceptances  on  their  bills,  payable 
when  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  these  installments 
shall  be  made  by  our  Congress. 

The  gentleman  who  is  charged  with  my  negotiation  is  an 
American  citisen,  well  known  in  Mexico.  He  is  a  mer- 
chant In  good  credit,  and  can  raise  the  money  to  purchase 
the  installments  yet  to  be  paid,  if  you  will  accept  the  bills 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  payable  as  stated  ;  and  be-  < 
lieves  that  such  arrangement  will  greatly  promote  hisnego- 
tiationsfor  a  large  grant  of  lands,  including  the  valley  of 
the  Gila,  and  extending  the  whole  lensth  of  tlie  northern 
boundary  of  Mexico,  with  the  right  of  occupation  and  of 
making  a  railroad. 

If  he  can  obtain  such  a  grant,  the  road  will  soon  be  made, 
and  the  grnnt'densely  inhabited ;  In  which  case  the  Ameri- 
can popnlaticm  on  that  line  will  give  to  tlie  Mexican  ample 
Erotectimi  from  the  American  Indians,  and  thus  relieve  the 
Tnited  States  from  a  large  expenditure  now  required  by  the 
Mexican  treaty.  By  accepting  the  bills  as  proposed,  yoa 
serve  our  friends,  do  much  to  prevent  a  revolution  in  Mex- 
ico, which'  will  bnng  our  enemies  into  power,  and  secure 
to  American  citizens  the  profits  of  the  negotiation,  which 
must  otherwise  go  to  the  agents, of  fbrcif^  bankers,  who 
use  their  wealth  to  the  prejiidiee  of  our  people. 

I  hope,  my  dear  sir,  that  these  considerations  will  induce 
you  to  authorize  me  to  say  to  the  person ,  who  is  charged 
with  the  n^otiation,  that  you  will  accept  the  bills  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  as  we  desire,  deducting  fk-om  the 
payment  the  amount  of  the  export  duty  on  bnllion. 

Yours  truly,  DUFF  GREEN. 

Well,  sir,  as  this  doctrineTof  intervention  is  one 
that  is  occupying  the  attention  of  the  American 
public  very  much,  I  wanted  to  see  what  answer 
our  Secretary  of  State  gave  to  that  letter.  When 
I  inquired  at  the  State  Department,  they, told  ma 
that  not. only  had  no  sucn*- letter  been  received, 
but  that  it  was  Impossible  it  could  have  been;  for 
there  was  no  trace  of  it  upon  the  files  of  the  De- 
partment.. T  have  the  letter  here  from  the  Depart- 
ment showing  that  it  was  not  received,  and  that 
it  is  not  possible  that  it  could  have  been  received, 
it  is  in  these  words : 


Departmbnt  or  Stats,         ) 


i 


Washimmton,  17*4  Januaryj 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  inquiring  if  tliere  is  a  leuer  on  file 
in  this  Department  under  date  the  12th  of  March,  1850,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  addressed  by  DuffGreen,  Esq,  to  Jobs 
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M.  rinyion,  Sccretnry  of  Stat*;.  In  reply,  I  hare  the  honor 
lo  iniuriii  ydu,  thai  I  have  directed  n  careful  search  to  be 
r.iadv,  the  rcvult  of  which,  a.^  reported  to  me,  i?,* that  no 
nuch  h'ttcr  is  now  or  ever  ha*  been  on  file  in  the  Dcpart- 
nipjit.  The  system  in  \ne  here  for  the  trani»action  of  biwi- 
ne-*,  necins  w  wrell  adapted  for  tlic  Beewity  of  the  public 
and  that  of  individoals,  and  imposes^ucb  checks  and  re- 
iipon>'ihilitip.»  upon  persons  employed  in  the  Department, 
that  it  may  be  said  to  be  iropotisible  for  any  letter  to  have 
been  reccfved  at  the  Department  withotit  being  foortd  either 
on  t!)o  nie  to  which  it  belong*,  without  being  mantioned  ki 
the  register  wJileb  is  k«fpt  of  aU  letter*  receircd,  or  in  the 

Archives,  with  whom  all 


*  drawn  by  the  Mexican  Oorernment  cm  the  Treas- 

*  ury  of  the  United  States,  under  the  contract  made 

*  by  that  Government  with  I.  D.  Marks,  and4he 

*  wishes  of  the  Mexican  Gk>vemmem  in  relation 

*  thereto." 

To  this  Mr.  Webster  replied,  *•  that  there  is  no 
'information  of  the  character  referred  to  in  this 

*  Department,  nor  is  the  Secretary  of  State  aware 

*  that  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  has  at  any  time  commum- 

*  cated  to  the  President  or  to  this  Department  ai\y 
♦such  information.**    And  to  this  letter  of  Mr. 


resi.«ler  of  ll»e  Keeper   of  tlie 

leilers  arc  lodged  when  answered.  The  fact,  too,  that  there  ^  .     «,  »*. 

is  no  draft  or  record  in  the  De^artrpent  of  any  rcpl;r  to  the  ,{  Webster  he  anne^tft  a  letter  of  the  Mexican  Min« 
letter  to  which  you  rvfer,  rend<jfd  it  stiM  more  certain  that  it   j  ister  to  him,  covering  fotir  letters  from  the  Mex- 
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could  not  have  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedi- 
ent •»er>anf,  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  thfrHon.  TnoMAs  H.  Bavlt, 

Hoiut  of  Representatiwet. 

That  is  not  all..  Tn  one  of  his  memorials,  he 
tells  you  that  Reverdy  Johnson  had  agreed  to 
carry  out  his  arning:ement*  Here  is  Jonnson's 
reply  to  his  statement: 

WAsaiNOTON,  30th  January f  1851. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th,  incki»iug  me  a 
eopy  oi  a  memorial  of  I.  D.  Marks  to  the  present  Congress, 
and  calling  my  attention  to  a  parngrapb  in  it,  in  which  my 
name  it*  u.'K'd,  I  have  just  received. 

Alter  fitating  what  is  Mud  lo  have  occurred  between  the 
late  b^ecrelary  of  Slate  and  tlic  mentorialiHt,  in  relation  to 
tlio  Mexican  mdemnity  installments  yet  due,  it  then  states 
that  '^8ul»Kequenfly,  your  uiemorialiHt  was  also  assured  by 
•■Mr.  Jolmi>on,then  Attorney  General,  who  had^en  charged 
*hy  the  late  Prei^dent  with  tl^  payment  of  part  of  the  previous 

*  iiiMiallment,  that  if  your  memorialist  could  make  auch  an 

*  armnRcment  with  the  Mexican  Gorernmeut  (the  arrange- 
« ment  reierred  to  In  a  preceding  part  of  the  paper)  it  should 

*  be  concurred  in,  and  carried  out  by  the  Government  of  the 
•tJnitcd  State*. " 

This  pasi^agc  greatly  surprises  mp.  I  have  no  recollcc- 
tton  of  ever  having  seen  the  parties  at  the  time  alluded  to, 
or  a|  any  other  time ;  and  certainly,  if  mistaken  as  to  this, 
never  cave  him,  or  to  any  person  in  hia  behulf,  any  snch 
osonraiice ;  nor  could  i,  with  the  least  propriety,  have  given 
any.  The  subject  was  one  witli  which  {,  had  no  omcial 
concern.  It  is  true  that  I  did  negotiate  for  a  portion  of  one 
of  the  installments,  Imt  it  waa  by  the  especial  request  of 
Trekident  Taylor,  and  with  the  a^ent  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State  and  Trea--ury.  With  timt  negotiation  my  connection 
with  the  subject  terminated,  and  I,  of  course,  had  not^  nor 
could  I  suppose  anyone  liere  thought  that  I  had,  the  slight- 
est authority  to  give  any  such  assurance. 

With  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

RE  V»Y.  JOHNSON. 

W.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  Tf^ashington. 

This  memorial  of  Marks  was  Green  *8  produc- 
tion. 

Tliis  is  Still  not  all.  Here  is  a  memorial  the 
Greens  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  at  the  last  session,  and  I  will  read  one 
parnj^raph  of  it.  It  is  written  by  them,  in  the 
liand writing  of  one  of  them,  ana  placed  in  my 
hands  by  them: 

^  i^iR  :  As  it  has  been  DUsely  rumored  that  the  Mexican 
Government  has  abrogated  the  contract  made  with  Mr. 
Marki,  I  bei^  leave  to  submit  to  yonr  committee  that  the 
most  recent  advices  from  Mexico  are  contained  in  the  in- 
sinictions  from  Don  Manuel  Payno,  Minister  pf  Finance, 
to  Don  Jo34i  Antonio  Luares,  the  confidential  agent  of  the 
Mexican  GouemmeiU,  now  here  waiiiof  to  reconvey  the 
drafts,  when  accepted,  to  Mexico.  These  instructions 
clearly  show  that  the  Mexican  Government,  so  far  from 
abrogating  Mr.  Marks's  contract,  is  very  anxious  that  it 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  and  hopes  that  the  drafts  for 
the  fourth  installment,  at  least,  will  be  accepted.  In  his 
last  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Luares,  the  Mexican  Min- 
ister of  Finance,  says :  *  The  affair  Is  very  delicate,  and  I 
'therefore  recommend  to  you  the  ^eatest  prudence  and 

*  discretion,  since  I  do  not  wish  that  it  should  be  interpreted 

*  (that  our  purpose  was)  to  oppose  the  operations  of  Mr. 

<  Webster,  and  much  lejis  that  there  should  be  manifested 

*  directly  or  in  any  way  a  mistrust,  which  does  not  exist. 

*  I  alyo  wish  that  it  should  not  be  said,  as  it  is  said,  that  in- 

*  dividuals  of  the  Government  arc  to  receive  fortbcfhselvefl 

*  a  purt  (of  theproJUt)  of  the  indemnity ;  for  beridet  that 

*  thit  i$  not  eertainf  it  is  an  offence  to  the  Govcnunent  and 

<  the  individuals  who  compose  it.    I  charge  you,  there- 

*  fore,  that  giving  to  the  affair  the  atpect  of  good  faith  and 
*frunkneiaj  whicli  it  has  and  ought  to  have,  yoa  proceed 
*'in  cver>-thmg  with  the  greatest  tact  and  discretion.    *    *    * 

*  I  recommend  thai  you  use  all  necessaor  circumspection 

*  ftot  to  wound  Mr.  Webster,  using  for  your  guidance  the 

*  faf't  that  I  have  seen  m3rself  forced  lo  negotiate  with  the 

*  acciit  of  the  Barings  for  some  ad^jmces  on  account  of  the 

*  indemnity.*'* 

Whattbeaeasteriskscoverldonotkhow.  From 
the  character  of  what  is  disclosed  we  may  con- 
jecture the  character  of  that  which  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  conceal.  Why  all  this  mystery  in  so 
plain  a  transaction  ? 

Before  leaving  the  memorial  of  the  Greens  to 
the  President,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion of  veracity  which  they  say  exists  between 
Mr.  Webster  and  myself.  On  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1851 ,  the  Senate  passed  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  President  *'  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
«  ate,  if  compatible  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 

*  information  communicated  to  him  by  the  Mexican 

*  Minister,  M.  De  la  Rosa,  relative  to  the  drafla 


ican  Government  to  their  Minister.  Well,  what 
did  I  say  ?  Subsequently,  on  the  26th  of  February, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Burt,  1  am  reported- to  have  said 
**  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  correspondence 
between  the  Mexican  Minister,  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  Mr.  Webster.**  Did  Mr.  Webster 
say4hat  there  had  been  no  correspondence?  In 
hi^  message  to  the  Senate,  he  transmitted  corre- 
i\  spondence  attached  to  it.  It  is  thus  evident  there 
'  is  no  issue  between  Mr.  Webster  and  myself. 

For  the  reasons  I  have  given,  the  (Government 
ou^ht  never  for  a  moment  to  have  lent  its  ear  to 
the  Greens. 

Sir,  our  Government  has  had  some  dear-bought 
experience  in  conducting  money  transactions  with 
Mexico  through  irresponsible  persons.  It  will  be 
recollected,  that  in  1^44  our  Minister  in  Mexico 
informed  us  that  the  April  and  July  installments 
of  the  indemnity  due  our  citizens  from  Mexico, 
under  the  treaty  of  1843,  had  been  paid  to  our 
agent,  and  paid  in  mon«y,  which  the  Mexican 
Government  had  great  difficulty  in  raising.  ARer 
this  dispatch  came  in,  these  claimants  went  to  the 
Treasury  to  gel^  their  funds.  Gut  they  were  in- 
formed tnat  nothing  had  been  received.  The  Mex- 
ican Government  had  our  receipt  for  the  money. 
Our  Minister  said  that  it  had  been  paid,  and  had 
been  paid  in  monej. 

The  following  is  the  part  of  Mr.  Shannon's 

dispatch : 

<^  The  installments  which  fell  doe  on  the  3Dlh  of  April 
and  tlie  30th  of  July  last,  under  the  convention  of  the  90th 
of  January.  1843,  were  paid  to  the  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  to  receive  and  transmit  the  same,  on  the 
27ih  ultimo.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  this  Government  wiH 
hereafter  be  more  prompt  inniecting  its  engagements  under 
the  above-named  treaty  than  it  has  heretofore  tn'en ;  and  if 
it  should  twn  out  otherwise,  it  will  tie  owing  to  a  real  in- 
ability to  raise  the  means.  I  am  advised  that  it  was  with 
die  utmost  difflculty  tlial  this  Government  was  able  to  raise 
the  money  to  pay  the  two  last  installments.'* 

That  is  what  Mr.  Shannon  says. 
I  have  here  also  the  official  dispatch  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  Mexico  to  Mr.  Shannon: 

[trakslatiom.] 

To  Ait  Reeltency  Wilson  ShnnnonjEnvoy  Rrtraordinary, 
■    ^e.y  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
National  Palack,  Mexico^  St^emAcr  9, 1844. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  bis  Excellency  the  Knvoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  on  the  37th  of  last  August  he  was  apprised 
tiy  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance,  that  the  quar- 
teriy  installment  due  on  the  30th  of  April  of  this  year,  and 
that  which  fell  due  on  the  30th  July  last,  had  been  paid  to 
the  agent  appointed  by  the  Government  of  said  States,  ac- 
eoriNng  to  the  terms  of  the  Convention  of  January  30, 1643, 
and  that  Uiis  notice  bad  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the 
vast  amount  of  business  which  engrossed  the  attention  of 
that  Department. 

The  undersigned  availshimself  of  tliis  occasion.  &c.,  &e. 
MANUEL  ORESIBNCIO  REJON. 

In  November,  1844,  Mr.  Shannon  again  ad- 
dressed his  Government  upon  the  subject  of  the 
payment  of  the  Mexican  installments.  It  is  full 
of  complaints  of  Mexico.  In  it  he  informs  our 
Government  that  the  October  installment  had  not 
been  paid,  and  he  complains  bitterly  of  it.  Yet 
he  says  not  a  word  about  the  July  and  April  in- 
stallments, which  he  before  had  informed  his 
Government  had  been  paid. 

In  consequence  of  the  assurance  that  it  had 
been  paid,  and  paid  in  money,  the  American  Con- 
gress passed  the  following  provision: 

<<  For  (laying  the  April  and  July  installments  of  the 
Mexican  indemnities,  due  in  1844,  the  sum  of  i^.^OOO: 
Provided,  It  shall  be  ascertained  to  the  satisfKction  of  the 
American  Government  that  said  inttatlments  have  been 

£aid  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  the  agent  appointed 
y  the  United  States  to  receive  the  same,  in  stich  manner 
as  to  discharge  all  elaitns  on  the  Mexican  Government,  find 
said  agent  to  he  a  delinquent  inremiUing  the  money  to  the 
UnUed  States.^' 

Ader  the  passage  of  the  law  to  which  I  have 
referred,  Mr.  Polk,  through  Mr.  SHdell  and  our 
Consul  in  Mexico,  Mr.  Black,  instituted  an  in- 

auiry  in  Mexico  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether 
le  contingency  provided  for  it  had   happened. 


He  became  satisfied  it  had,  and  the  money  was 
paid. 

The  appropriation  was  on  the  condition  that  the 
money  hid  been  received — that  the  Mexican  Got* 
ernment  had  been  fully  discharged,  and  that  our 
agent  was  delinquent  in  sending  the  money  to  the 
TrcaSflry.  Now,  sir,  who  was  that  agent?  It 
waa  fienj^  E.  Green,  one  of  these  memoriaIi«ti. 
Here  is  tneauthority ;  On  the  26th  of  April  he  was 
appointed  by  Mr;  Tyler  the  agenv  tQ.receive  the 
April  installment,  ana  he  inmoriune^  thf  Mexican 
Government  almost  daily  for  the  payment  of  it, 
from  the  time  it  became  due  to  the  Si4th  of  Julv. 
In  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  July  he  protests  in  tie 
strangest  manner  against  the  failiiro  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  to  pay  the  April  installmenl 
Prom  the  24th  of  July  nothing  is'heeu-d  from  him. 
Why  did  his  importunities  cease  from  that  day  if 
the  money  had  not  been  paid ,  as  he  says  it  was  not  ? 

It  is  true  Green,  by  his  power  of  attorney,  was 
authorized  to  appoint  a  swb-tfgent.  But  he  was 
on  tl^e  spot,  and  ought  to  have  been  advised  wha\ 
hif^  sub-agent  was  doing:.  Besides ,  he  had  positive 
instructions  from  the  Treasury  DepartroeiU.  Hart 
they  are: 

Trbascrt  DcTibmcKKT,  jfpr</36, 1844. 
8ia :  It  is  the  wish  and  direction  of  this  OepartoMotthat 
any  payment  made  you^  under  the  conventioa  with  Merico, 
may  be  transmttted  hither  under  Che  arrangemeal  made  Sjr 
General  Thompsou  with  the  house  of  Hargous,  Brotkef 
(t  Co.    Very  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  SPENCER/ Secrelory  Tr—smrf, 

B.^  Grbbit,  tkargid^Affairn  oftttt  U.  8.  «f . 

From  this  instruction,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  wa» 
contempla'ted  by  this  Government  that  Qreen  watf 
to  receive  the  money,  and  the  o^vncy  of  Har^ous 
&  Co.  was  to  transmit  it.    But  mstead  of  Chat,  he 
employed  E.  Vosa  to  receive  the  money;  and  mm 
it  has  turned  out,  I  am  told,  greatly  to  our  io«8, 
thtLt  he  employed  him'  in  his  individual  character, 
and  the  house  of  Hargous  &>  Co.  have  refused  u> 
be  bound  for  bis  acts. 

I  know  that  Judge  Bibb,  in  Jimuary,  1845, 
stated  that  in  the  appointment  of  Green  it  was  not 
designed  to  revoke  the  power    before  given   to 
General  Thompson.     But  we  can  Judge  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  in  18A,  as  well  as 
Judge  Bibb,  for  we  have  their  written  instructionsy 
which  speak  for  themselves.     Besides,  this  is  m 
question  of  law,  and  not  of  intention;  and  surely 
no  one  will  maintain  that  the  power  of  attorsey 
to  Green  was  not  a  revocation  of  the  prior  one  to 
Thompson,  who  had  left  the  country.    Green  ao 
understood  it,  for  in  hia  letter  to  the  Minister  o£ 
Foreig^n  Affairs  of  the  18th  of  May,  1844,  he  re- 
gards it  as  necessary  to  inform  him  that  Vosa  wa» 
enipowered  to  receive  the  money. 

Green,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  CaJhoun  of  the  SSdk 
of  January,  1845,  says  that'the  money  never  wa» 

faid  except  by  orders  u(>on  an  empty  treasury, 
n  other  words.  It  was  not  paid  at  all.     But, 
Mr.  Slidell  shows  that  by  the  arrangonent  which 
was  made.witli  Tayleur,  Jamison  &  Co.,  thft 
Mexican  drafUi  were  to  b^  drawn  in  their  fkror^ 
and  they  were  to  provide  for  the  installments  im 
••  effective  money.      That  is  the  terms  of  the  ar^ 
rangement  whicn  was  acceded  to  by  the  Mexi^ 
can  Government  on  the  27th  of  August,  the  day 
they  say  the  money  was  paid.    The  arrangement » 
apparently,  was  a  very  advantageous  one  to  th» 
house  of  Tayleur,  Jamison  6l  Co.,  and  was  a  hard 
one  on  Mexico.     It  gave  them  in  drafts  upwards 
of  $100,000  more  than  they  have  to  nay  ip  *^  effec- 
live  money."    And  it  w^  with  reference  to  it,  I 
suppose,  that  Mr.  Shannon  spoke  when  ne  re- 
ferred to  the  difficulty  Mexico  had  had  in  raiaiiig 
the  money.    . 

If,  as  Green  ^aya,  his  sti^attomey  took  drafts 
upon  an  empty  Treasury,  a(id  gave  a  receipt  in 
full  without  waiting  to  see  whether  they  wcml^ 
be  paid  or  not,  )te  violated  the  treaty. 

The  treaty  provided  that  the  money  should  be 
paid  in  gold  and  silver;  and  was  made  so  to  aToi^ 
the  danger  of  paper  orders.  The  conventif>n  wi^ 
first  agreed  upon  for  a  payment  in  notes  upon  th^ 
American  Treasury,  and  to  pay  down  the  whol^ 
indemnities  at  once.  This  article  was  changed  bf 
a  subsequent  convention  from  a  paper  paynoent  v» 
a  hard>money  payment,  by  a  prompt  payment  of 
the  whole  extended  into  five  years  quarterly  in- 
•stollmentfl  in  gold  and  silver.  This  was  the  con- 
vention; and  afler  thM,  to  take  orders  on  th^ 
Treasury  was  illegal,  and  doiiig  what  the  second 
convention  was  made  to  prevent.  Green  and  hiM 
substitute  had  no  more  right  to  vaqr  this  trsaly. 
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x\m  ^g"  ^i^*  Webater  haa  to  depart  from  the  leUer  and 
^p^  iric  of  the  present  treaty,  in  the  mode  they  ask 

J  do  not  Know  whether  the  mdney  was  ever 
pe^Sd  or  not,  Mr.  Polk*s  administration  decided 
^^^t  it  had  been  paid,  and  that  our  a^reat  was  de- 
lioquenu  Suppose  it  was  not,  stiil  Benjamin  E^ 
Or«en  is  not  relieved. 

'Why  did  he  not  inform  Mr.  Shanijon  of  this  ? 
W'fay  did  he  permit  him  to  send  the  information 
tbfft  it  was  paid,  when  he  says  that  it  was  not 
paid?    Mark  you,  that  Green  was  the  principal 
agent  and  had  preceded  Shannon  at  that  Court, 
as  charge  d'affaires.    Shannon  had  just  arrived, 
and  had  been  accredited  but  twenty  days  before. 
Green  was  his  Secretary  of  Legation;  and  I  have 
seen  at  the  Department  the  original  of  Shannon's 
^patch,  8a3ring  that  the  installments  had  been 
paia  in  money,  and  that  there  had  been  great  dif- 
ficulty in  the  raising  of  it;  and  that  dispatch  was 
m  the  handwriting;  of  Beoi.  E.  Green.    If,  as  he 
ea3rs,  tiie  mone^  had  not  oeen  paid,  why  did  he 
not  set  our  Minister  right,  whose  dispatch  he 
copied,  the  contents  of  which  he  therefore  must 
have  known  ? 
Now,  sir,  I  say,  if  the  money  had  not  been  paid 
^>i       it  was  Green's  duty  so  to  have  informed  Mr. 
Shannon,  and  thus  have  prevented  his  beingim- 
med  upon  by  the  Mexican  Government.     \Vill 
Green  say  he  did  inform  him  of  the  character  of 
(he  payment?    This  wil^  not  relieve  him.     For  if 
he  found  that  Mr.  Shannon  was  about  to  commu- 
nicate false  information  to  our  Government,  in 
respect  to  a  matter  in  which  he  was  the  attorney,  he 
ought  to  have  remonstrated;  and  if  that  would 
have  done  no  good,  he  ought  to  have  apprised  his 
Government  of  the  true  state  of  the  case,  even  if  it 
were  necessary  for  him  to  resign  for  that  purpose. 

It  isay  be  asked,  what  motive  had  Mexico  in 
wishing  to  deceive  our  Minister,  and  through  him 
o«r  Government?  Mr.  Green's  own  letters  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  instructed  Mr.  Shannon,  in 

the  event  that  the  April  and  July  installments  were 

still  unpaid,,  to  ^'aadress  a  note  immediately  to 

tbe^tropor  officer  of  the  Government,  calling  his 

pranpt  Attention  to  the  subject,  and  urging,  tnihe 

mmimded^  langita^ej  the  necessity  o/«  strict  com- 

yiiwwith  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty."    In 

odtf  Wards,  to  make  a  peremptory  demand.    It 

•eesif  6om  Green's  letters  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 

eraneDt  were  apprised  of  this.    In  his  letter  to 

Mr.  Bibb  of  t]^e  18th  of  December,  1844,  he  says: 

**I  have  re««on  to  iMlieve  that  the  note  of  the  Mezicao 
Sfiainer  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  9d  of  September,  was 
wrfftRi  in  conseauence  of  an  impression  that  tbe  Mexican 
Government,  bvmiling  torar  tbe  Installment  which  fell  due 
en  the  aoch  of  April,  had  forfeited  its  rifht  to  pay  by  ioatall- 
SMMs  under  the  Convention  of  1843,  and  that  Mr.  Shannon 
was  going  Otttwithinstructlons  lo  <fematti  the  whole  amount 
of  tbe  indemnity  under  the  Convention  of  1843.  >' 

In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun  of  16th  May,  1844, 
be  lays: 

^  Sn :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  no  money  hat 

a  been  paid  on  account  of  the  installments  due  on  the 
I  altino.  I  send  yon  (Nos.  I  and  3)  a  note  which  I  ad- 
*iMid  10  the  Bfinister  of  ForeifB  Relations  npoo  the  snb- 
j8ct,aod  Jiis  reply,  in  which  he  promises  it  shall  be  paid  on 
fbt  7th  instant.  NotwithsUnding  this,  they  still  hold  back, 
ihlh  their  usual  excuse,  *  to- morrow,*  extfcting  to  hear 
fnm  imji  <•  rfoy  of  the  annezaHon  of  Tvjrat,  which  will 
•0er  am  o^auefor  mot  paying  at  all. " 

The  circumstances  sustain  these  statements. 
Shannon  arrived  there,  and  on  the  27th  of  August 
Boiified  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations  that  he 
was  there,  and  asked  when  he  should  present  his 
eredeniials.  On  that  very  day  the  Minister  of 
PtDSDce  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Relations  saying  that  these  installments  had 
been  paid.  Mr.  Shannon* was  received  by  the 
Piesident  on  the  let  of  September.  On  the  2d  of 
September  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations  in- 
formed him,  in  an  official  note,  that  they  had  been 
paid.  Mr.  Shannon  is  luUed,and  he  does  not  make 
the  demand  he  was  instructed  to  make.  Green 
says  they  wanted  to  stave  off  the  payment  as  long 
•s-they  could,  in  the  momentary  expectation  that 
Texas  would  be  annexed,  and  when  the  was,  that 
they  eouJd  get  dear  of  paying  altoeether.  They 
wanted  to  dallyand  dally  and  to  take  the  chapter 
of  accidents.  The  circamstances  show  that  tiiey 
did  not  wish  to  get  into  a  rupture  with  the  United 
Stales.  There  was  an  impressioti  upon  their  part, 
ssOreen  himeelf  sutes,  that  he  came  there  to  make 
tpertnfptory  demand.  He  allows  the  Minister  to 
fatdditaed,  and,  in  consequence,  fails  to  obey  his 
hiUnisiitme,  by  a  compliance  with  whiclr  we  would 
pwhiWy  have  obta^ed  the  money.    The  agent  of 


the  Government  is  his  Secretary  of  Legation,  and 
copies  the  dispatch  in  which  he  says  it  was  paid. 
The  American  Government,  under  the  supposition 
it  had  been  paid,  appropriated  the  money.  Why 
all  thiji?  When  he  was  cognizant  df  all  the  facts, 
why  did  he  allow  the  Mexican  Government  to 
impose  upon  our  Minister?  Why,  by  imposing 
upon  him,  lull  him  into  contentment,  and  prevent 
his  making  the  demand  which  our  Secretary  of 
State  had  instructed  him  to  make?  Why  play 
into  their  hands,  and  give  them  the  coveted  delay  ? 
Do  men  betray  such  trusts — do  men  connive  at 
such  deception  upon  the  Minister,  whose  Secretary 
he  was,  and  upon  the  Government  whose  agent 
he  wa»--do  they  practice  this  sort  of  wrong  upon 
their  own  Government,  and  play  into  the  hands 
of  a  foreign  Government,  merely  from  a  love  of  in- 
fidelity, without  any  other  consideration  than  a 
love  of  infidelity  ?  And  these  are  the  men  who 
came  before  the  American  €K)vernment  to  attack 
the  financial  organs  of  the  two  Houses  at  the  last 
Congress — the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  this.  I  am  a  lawyer  of  some 
experience.  '  At  a  very  early  period  of  life,  my 
State  placed  me  upon  tne  bench;  and  I  have  seen 
many  a  man  consigned  to  the  penitentiary  upon 
slighter  proof  than  establishes  gross  impropriety 
on  Benjamin  £.  Green's  part.  The^e  are  the 
men  who,  when  their  schemes  are  defeated  by 
an  American  Congress,  come  here  to  raali^  and 
traduce  men,  against  whose  fair  names  calumny 
itself  had  never  before  whispered  aught  of  suspi- 
cion. Why  should  I  care  aoout  what  they  say? 
No  one  escapes  them  who  is  in  the  way  of  their 
nefariojus  schemes.  What  man  who  has  ever  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  the  people,  to  any  extent, 
nas  not  by  turns  been  blackened  by  the  praises  of 
Duff  Green,  and  complimepted  oy  hie*  abuse? 
He  was  by  turns  the  eulogist  and  traducer  of 
Generi^l  Jackson^the  eulogist  and  traducer  of 
Henry  Clay — 1  will  not  say  the  eulogist  and  tra- 
ducer of  the  humble  individual  who  is  now  ad- 
dressing you,  because  I  shall  not  associate  my 
name* in  company  with  those  distinguished  men. 
The  ai)use  or  Duff  Green  resembles  the  dews  of 
heaven  in  this,  and  in  this  alone,  that  it  foils 
alike  upon  the  just  and  unjust,  and  nourishes  all 
upon  whom  it  falls.  His  praises,  like  the  shirt 
of  Nesous,  consume  whom  they  cover.  Finding 
him  the  traducer  of  the  best  men  of  the  country, 
I  should  feel  flattered  by  being  found  in  the  same 
categoty,  if  it  were  not  that  I  know,  at  the  same 
time,  there  are  none  so  hieh  that  he  does  not  at- 
tempt to  reach  them  with  his  moKgnant  shafts, 
yet  that  there  are  none  so  low  that  he  has  to  stoop 
to  heap  his  calumnies  upon  them. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  obtained  the 
floor 

Mr.  GREY.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see yield  me  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  personal  explanation  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  yield  the  floor  for  a 
personal  explanation,  but  for  no  other  purpose. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  desire  to  read  to  the  House  a 
letter  from  Duff  Green,  in  explanation  of  the  con- 
nection of  his  son  with  the  payment  of  the  install- 
ment due  by  Mexico  to  our  citizens  as  indemnity 
under  the  treaty  of  1844.    It  as  follows: 

Wasuiivoton,  QOth  January,  1859. 

DsAa  Sir  :  The  correspondent  of  tbe  Baltimore  Sun  in- 
sinuites  that  mjrson,  Benjamin  E.  Green,  was  interested  in. 
or  profited  by,  the  deAmlt  made  by  tltc  agents  of  the  Unltea 
States  to  pay  one  of  the  installments  due  under  tlie  former 
treaty  with  Mexico ;  and  for  \^hich  tliey  gave  a  receipt  in 
]d44.  And  I  am  told  by  several  person^  that  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  Mr.  Bayly  to  make  that  charge,  by  way  of  impeach- 
iot^tfae  integrity  of  my  son. 

The  facts  of  that  case,  I  believe,  are  as  follows: 

Mexico,  being  indebted  to  certain  citizens  of  the  Uuitod 
States,  agreed  in  pay  them  in  annual  installments.  General 
Thompson,  who  was  then  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stafcj* 
in  Mexico,  appointed  Messrs.  Hargons  k.  Co.  tbe  agents  for 
the  Uiiiteo  States,  to  receive  the  money  and  transmit  it  to 
the  United  States.  When  General  Thompson  leA  Mexico, 
my  son  was  left  in  charge  of  tlie  Legation,  and,  under  in- 
fitmctioiis  from  Mr.  Calboun,  then  Secretary  of  State,  con- 
tinoed  Hargons  k.  Co.  as  the  agents  for  the  United  States. 
When  the  installment  in  question  became  due,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  was  in  a  state  of  revoluion,  and  not  able  to 
make  payment  Shortly  after  Governor  Shannon  reached 
Mexico,  as  Minister,  the  Mexican  -Government  tendered 
Messrs.  Hargons  3i  Co.  a  draft  for  the  amount,  which,  after 
consultation  with  Mr.  Shannon, Ihey  accepted  and  receipted 
for.  It  Is  alleged  that  the  draft  was  not  paid,  and  that,  as 
Hargous  3i  Co.  did  notin  fact  receive  the  money,  th^'  were 
not  honnd  to  pay  it  over  to  the  United  States.  Whether 
they  ever  received  the  money  or  not,  f  do  not  know ;  tmt 
you  will  see  that  my  son  was  in  no  way  Interested  in  the 
payment,  and  that  he  had  no  control  over  it ;  because  before 
the  receipt  was  given,  he  had  been  supericded  by  Governor 
SbaBnon. 


It  is  proper  to  stale,  that  diplomatic  intercourse  was  sooa 
thereatter  suspended  between  Mexico  mid  the  United 
States,  and  tliat  the  war  followed  awth  therealVer ;  and  it 
may  be  that  the  money  was  not  paid  to  Hargoun  &  Co. ; 
but  they  ought  to  have  the  protested  draft,  If  they  did  notfet 
the  money. 

Should  Mr.  Bayly  mikt  the  charge,  as  I  am  told  he  in- 
tends to  do,  I  ask,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  my  son,  who  is 
absent,  that  you  win  have  this  letter  read  to  the  House,  as  a 
true  exposition  of  the  fhcts. 

Very  r^pectfully,  DUFF  GREEN. 

Hon.  Bbnj.  EoWARps  Grbt, 

House  of  Repretentaiives, 

Mr.  BAYLY.  If  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see will  allow  me,  I  will  shew  him — for  1  am  pre- 
pared to  do  it — that  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in 
that  letter.  X  have  got  the  official  documents  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
these  interruptions  will  come  out  of  my  time? 

rCries  of  "Oh  no!"  "Certainly  not!"  and 
"Let  him  go  on!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  the  interruptions 
would  come  out  of  the  gentleman's  time. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  wish  not  to  interfere  in  the  con- 
troversy between  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
Duff  Green.  With  any  personal  controversy  be- 
tween them  I  have  nothing  to  do,.  I  desire  merely 
to  sfty  a  few  .words  in  relation  to  the  agency  of 
Benjamin  £.  Green  in  Mexico.  It  seems  that  he 
.was  sent  there  as  Secretary  of  L^ation  to  Gen- 
eral Thompson,  who  was  then  Minister  of  tha 
United  States  in  Mexico.  The  Mexican  Govern- 
ment owed  to  thjs  citizens  of  this  country  a  laree 
amount  of  money.  The  Government  of  the 
United-'fitates,  by  a  treaty  made  during  the  Jack- 
son administration,  assumed  the  payment  of  that 
debt  to  the  individual  citizens  to  whom  the  Mexi- 
can Government  was  indebted,  and  the  Mexican 
Government  agreed  to  nay  the  money  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  in  annual  install- 
ments.  General  Thompson,  our  Minister  in  Mex- 
ico, appointed  Messrs.  Hargous  &,  Co.  the  agents 
of, this  Government  to  receive  that  money  and  re- 
ceipt for  it.  Wcllf  General  Thompson  left  Mex- 
ico, and  Benjamin  E.  Green,  as  his  Secretary  of 
Legation,  was  left  in  charge  of  the  legation;  and 
he,  as  this  letter  slates,  at  the  request  of  M  r.  Cal- 
houn, then  Secretary  of  State,  continued  Hargous 
&,  Co.  as  tlie  agents  of  this  Government,  to  receive 
and  receipt  for  the  money  due  to  it.  When  tbe 
last  installment  became  due,  the  Government  of 
Mexico  was  in  the  midst  of  revolution  and  unable 
to  make  the  payment;  but  shortly  after  th^ arrival 
of  Governor  Snannon,aa  Minister  from  this  coun- 
try, they  tendered  to  Hargous  do  Co.  a  draft  for 
the  amount,  which,  after  consultation  with  Gov- 
ernor Shannon,  was  accepted  and  receipted  for. 
This  was  done  on  consultation  with  Governor 
Shannon,  who  succeeded  General  Thompson  as 
Minister,  and  who  on  his  arrival  in  Mexico  su- 

f)erseded  Benjamin  E.  Green  in  the  chaise  of  the 
egation.  It  is  alleged  that  this  draft  was  never 
paid,  and  that  Hargous  «fc  Co.,  never  liaving  re- 
ceived the  mcJney,  were  not  bound  to  pay  it  over 
to  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States.  Now, 
if  the  records  of  the  Stata  Department  show  the 
fact  that  Benjamin  E.  Green  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  taking  of  that  draft,  but  that  its  acxiept- 
ance  was  the  result  of  a  consultation  between 
Messrs.  Hargous  &  Co.  and  Governor  Shannon, 
how  can  the  fault  be  charged  to  him  that  that 
draft  has  never  been  paid  ?  If  it  can  be  shown 
that  Hargous  &,  Co.  receipted  to  the  Mexican 
Government  on  taking  this  draft,  after  the  ai rival 
of  Governor  Shannon  in  Mexico,  I  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  will  release  Benjamin  E. 
Green  from  any  blame  as  to  his  course  in  relation 
to  the  matter.  I  know  he  will  admit  that  the  au- 
thority of  Benjamin  E.  Green,  who  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  legation  when  General  Thompson 
left,  terminated  with  the  arrival  of  Goverpor 
Shannon. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (interrupting.)  I  know  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  bv  character;  I  know  that 
he  is  utterly  incapable  of  doing  injustice  to  any- 
body, and  ne  does  me  but  justice  when  he  sup- 
poses that  I  am  incapable  of  doing  injustice  to 
Benjamin  E.  Green,  and  that,  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  I  have  done  so,  X  will  make  the  mneiule.  I 
will  do  so.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman,  however, 
that  1  am  familiar  with  this  subject,  and  I  nssura 
him  that  he  has  b^en  imposed  upon  by  tlmt  letter 
as  to  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  that  the  receipt 
was  given  before  Governor  Shannon  arrived  as 
Minister  in  Mexico.  Shannon  on  the  27th  of 
August  made  known  his  arrival  to  the  Govern* 
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ment.  The  Minister  of  Fioaxice  infbnned  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  27th  of  Au- 
gust, prior  to  Shannon's  presentation,  that  ihe 
money  had  been  paid  some  time  before,  and  that 
it  was  the  pressure  of  business  alone  thai  had  de- 
layed the  announcement. 

'Mr.  GREY.  Does  the  Mexican  Gbvemment 
now  contend  that  that  draft  was  paid  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  That  is  a  very  lon^  matter.  It 
has  been  investigated,  however;  and  if  I  get  time 
I  will  go  into  the  whole  matter. 

Benjamin  £.  Green  *s  power  of  attorney  in  this 
matter  was  not  revoked  by  the  arrival  of  Shan- 
non; and  Shannon,  in  a  letter  to  the  commission, 
expressly  states  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  I  have  got  all  the  facts  here,  and  if  I  have  an 
opportunity  I  am  prepared  to  bring  the  whole  of 
them  before  the  country.  1  had  not  time  to  do  it 
in  my  hour. 

Mr.  GREY.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  Hargous  <&  Co.  said  they  nad  never 
receipted  for  this  money  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  They  not  only  denied  that  they 
had  received  it,  but  they  satisfied  the  Government 
that  they  had  not  done  it;  and  four  hundred  tlmu- 
sand  and  odd  dollars  were  allowed  to  them  by  the 
Mexican  Commission  here,  without  any  reduc- 
tion of  the  $270,000,  because  the  Government  was 
^  satisfied  that  they  had  not  received  that  money. 

Mr.  GREY.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mistaicen, 
the  Mexican  Government  showed  that  they  had  a 
receipt  from  Hargous  &  Co.  for  the  money.  My 
understanding  oY  the  matter  is,  that  Hargous  & 
Co.,  as  the  a^nts  of  this  Government,  gave  a 
receipt  to  the  Mexican  Gtivernment  for  the  money 
due,  but  that  they  had  not  received  the  money  be- 
cause they  gave  the  receipt  for  a  flraft  which  has 
never  been  paid. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
One  ground  upon  which  they  claimed  exemption 
was,  that  Mr.  Voss,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
house  of  Hargous  db  Co.,  was  made  the  a^ent  by 
Green,  and  that  he  gave  the  receipt  iji  his  indi- 
vidual capacity. 

Mr.  GREY.    Then  the  fact  is,  that  Hargous 
*  db  Co.  were  the  agents  of  this  Government,  jjut 
that  their  clerk,  Mr.  Voss,  received  ihis  draft  from 
ihe  Mexican  Government  and  receipted  for  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Green  employed  Voss;  Har- 
gous db  Co.  did  not. 

Mr.  GREY.  Then,  if  that  be  the  case,  the 
Mexican  Government  have  no  right  to  say  that 
they  have  paid  the  money,  because  they  have 
no  receipt  for  it  from  the  agents  of  this  Govern- 
ment, Hargous  &  Co.  No  one  in  Mexico  had 
a  right  to  gi\e  a  receipt  for  that  money,  except 
Hargous  &  Co. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  my  purpose  to  consume  but  a  very  small 
portion  of  Uie  time  of  this  committee  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  tbe  subject  now  under  consideration. 
Although  I  presume  it  is  not  strictly  in  order  to 
discuss  this  subject  legitimately  before  the  com- 
mittee, yet  I  suppose  it  may  be  considered  so. 
Nevertheless,  I  shall,  to  some  extent,  confine  my 
remarks  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  confess 
that  the  scene  we  have  just  witnessed,  and  the  one 
which  was  witnessed  in  this  House  on  yesterday, 
are  rather  extraordinary  ones.  Now,  I  have  said 
that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  contro- 
versy between  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  and  the  Greens,  or  General  Green  and  his 
.son,  and  I  intend  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it; 
but  when  we  reflect  for  a  moment,  it  will  be  ap- 
parent to  some  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  and  to 
others,^  when  I  refer  to  the  aiscussion  which  took 
place  during  the  last  session,  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  who  it  was  that  made  the  first  assault,  and 
who  it  was  that  draped  General  Green  and  his 
son  into  this  discussion.  It  will  be  seen  whether 
they  thrust  themselves  before  the  House,  or  came 
voluntarily  here  as  parties  in  this  matter.  When 
we  go  back  to  the  tliscussion  which  took  place 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress  upon  the  Ques- 
tion df  appropriating  three  millions  of  dollars, 
how  does  the  matter  stand  ?  We  find  that  be- 
cause these  gentlemen  tried  to  effect  a  negotiation 
for  the  payment  of  that  installment  of  the  Mex- 
ican indemnity,  they  were  denounced  in  this 
House.  Now,  does  it  come  with  a  good  ^race — 
is  it  very  becoming  for  a  statesman,  occupying  the 
high  position  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Bayly]  o<seunies,  to  travel  beyond  the  hmits 
of  this  Hall,  to  taKe  up  an  individual  and  drag 


him  before  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  denoun- 
cing him  in  terms  the  stroujg^est  which  the  English 
language  is  capable  of  furnishing?  But,  as  I  have 
said,  it  is  not  my  purpos^  to  meddle  with  this 
controversy  between  General  Green  and  General 
Bayly.  They  may  fight  it  out.  On  this  occasion 
General  Green,  and  his  son  especially^  has  been 
brought  before  tliis  House,  and  charges  have 
been  preferred  against  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  Then,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech, 
he  informs  the  House  and  the  country  that  he  is  a 
lawyer  of  some  experience,  that  he  nas  served  as 
a  judge,  and  that  upon  testimony  weaker  than 
that  which  he  has  adduced  upon  this  occasion 
against  Benjamin  E.  Green  he  would  have  sen- 
tenced a  man  to  the  penitentiary.  Why,  this 
would  be  a  violation  or  one  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  this  Gk>vernment.  An  individual  has  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  Himself  or  by  means  of  his 
counsel.  -He  is  entitled  to  have  an  impartial  jury , 
and  an  impartial  judge,  to  decide  in  his  case.  But 
upon  this  occasion -the  prosecutor,  jury,  judge, 
and  all  are  imbodied  in  one  person,  and  General 
Green  and  his  son  have  been  tried,  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  by  that  person. 
Now,  this  is  anti-American;  it  is  airectly  at  war 
with  republican  institutions,  and  in  conflict  with 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land.  But  for  the 
purpose  of  making  himself  more  clear;  he  holds 
up  Green  as  a  traducerand  calumniator.  That  in 
times  gone  by  he  had  even  slandered  and  traduced 
General  Jackson.  Sir,  I  am  well  aware  that  I 
can  say  nothing  to  add  to  the  fame  of  that  illus- 
trious man — a  renown  that  will  stand  so  long  as  an 
American  heart  beat^  with  one  pulsation  of  patriot- 
ism. It  is  not  for  me  to  prpnounce  a  eulogy  upon  his 
name;  but  if  we  were  to  go  back  and  hunt  up  all 
the  individuals  who  had  denounced  the  course  of 
General  Jackson  and  his  principles  during  the  last 
war,  he  wou  Id  find  a  pretty  largeicompany  to  go  with 
General  Green  in  this  respect.  But  why  hold  up 
General  Jackson^  who  lives  upon  the  pages  of 
history  with  a  fame  above  all  other  men — a  fame 
that  will  outlive  the  assaults  and  shafts  of  calum- 
ny, from  whatever  quarter  they  may  be  sped — 
why  then  thrust  forward  Duflf  Green  in  this  mat- 
ter, because  he  did  not  happen  to  a^ee  with  Gen- 
eral Jackson  upon  some  questions?  Has  not  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  said  about 
as  hard  things  of  General  Jackson  on  former  oc- 
casions as  DuflT  Green  ever  did  ?  It  seems  to  me 
that  he  has.  And  I  think  the  gentlem*an  from 
Virginia  is  not  the  man  to  pronounce  eulogies  and 
hold  up  General  Jackson 's  great  character  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  him  in  his  denunciations  of 
others  as  the  calumniators  of  General  Jackson. 
Now,  I  repeat  again,  that,  so  far  as  this  contro- 
versy is  concerned,  I  intended  to  have  little  to  do 
with  it.  But,  as  insignificant  a  man  as  Duflf 
Green  is,  it  seems  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia  has  been  a  good  deal  roused  by  him.  There 
is  a  g[ood  deal  of  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia, 
physically,  and  I  will  add  mentally,  too.  His 
mental  powers  are  enclosed  in  a  good  deal  of 
flesh  ana  blood,  it  is  true;  but  we  have  upon  this 
occasion  seen  him  physically  and  mentallj  roused 
to  his  utmost  capacity.  We  have  seen  his  wrath, 
physically  and  mentally,  poured  out  upon  even  so 
insignificant  a  character  as  Duff  Green  or  Benja- 
min E.  Green,  as  the  case  may  be.  But  I  think 
he  has  been  roused  upon  this  occasion  to  make  a 
display,  rather  than  to  produce  facts  which  can 
make  up  any  tangible  argument  against  the  Greens. 
However,  tnis  is  a  matter  which  he  and  General 
Green  may  settle  between  themselves.  One  thing 
is  certain,  there  is  considerable  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  facts  he  presents  to  the  committee,  in 
the  bitter  assault  he  has  made  upon  this  individual, 
which  he  has  not  been  able  to  reconcile.  There 
seems  to  be  a  tender  point  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  evidently  dislikes  to  touch  upon, 
and  he  therefore  assails  General  Green  upon  an- 
other point,  thereby  diverting  the  public  attention 
from  tne  point  which  is  so  tender  to  him. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
speaks  of  a  point  which  is  tender  to  me.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  be  good  enough  to  tell 
me  what  that  point  is  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  inferred  it  from  the  gentle- 
man's argument. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    But  what  is  that  point  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (resuming).  If  the  gentleman 
will  hear  me  till  I  have  concluded  my  remarks,  I 
shall  come  to  it  after  a  while. 


Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  come  to  examine  thi  _ 
matter  closely,  what  connectimi  had  General  Grec^en 
or  Benjamin  E.  Green  with  this  transaction  ?  Di^^ 
they  propose  to  make  a  contract  with  the  Ooven^   . 
ment  ?    Not  at  all.    Has  the  gentleman  from  Vip*- . 
ginia  produced  any  proof  that  they  did  propose 
contract  with  this.  Government?    Not  a  woi 
But  he  has  assumed  that  they  pboposed  to  beco 
tractora,  when  they  did  not.    What,   then,  be--^ 
comes  of  his  whole  tirade  ?  What  becomes  of  thi   , 
long  catalogue  of  epithets,  which  he  has  poarec::;^ 
form  against  these  men,  because  they  dare  hold  ^ 
correspondence  with  the  Mexican  minister,  in  res 
lation  to  the  best  arrangement  possible  for  the 
payment  of  this  money?    Why,  is  he  for  thi»io 
be  held  up  before  the  American  people,  and  de- 
nounced by  every  opprobrious  epithet  whrich  the 
English  language  can  supply  ?    Is  General  Qntn 
A  contractor,  or  has  he  proposed  to  i>ecome  a  con- 
tractor?   Not  at  all.*  ,Wny,  then,  abuse  him? 
Why  lug  him  into  this  discussion  ?    Why  hold 
him  up  before  the  country?    Is  it  because  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  wants  to  have  the  existing 
arrangement  carried  into  eflfect,  no  matter  what 
the  consequences  may  be?    It  seems  to  me  that  - 
this  last  is  cleariy  tlie  reason.    And  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  assumes  to  himself  the  prerogatiTC 
of  instructing — not  only  of  instructing,  but  abso- 
lutely of  dictating  what  shall  be  done  in  relation  to 
these  installments,  who  shall  pay~  them,  and  how 
they  shall  be  paid.    That  ge  itleman  made  an  ar- 
gument a  few  days  since  in  relation  to  this  matter; 
and  what  was  it  ?    He  urged  that  this  bill  should  be 
passed  immediately,  and  passed  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  is;  and  why?    He  says  that  the  time  is 
drawing  ni^h  when  this  money  must  be  paid  over 
to  the  Mexican  Government.    And  the  ihference 
at  least  is,  that  unless  the  appropriation  be  mtide 
immediately  for  paying  thatnnstallment,  the  reeolt 
will  b»  a  great  loss  to  the  Government.    Why, 
sir,  some  twelve  months  afo  the  same  argument 
was  made  in  this  Hall.    But  the  gentleman  at- 
tempts to  prove  that  this  is  wholly  an  Executive 
transaction,  and  he  makes  an  issue  upon  that  point. 
Now,  let  us  examine  this  for  a  moment,  and  see 
how  the  matter  stands.    I  offered  an  amendment, 
to  convey  my  ideas  of  this  thing,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  money  to  the 
Mexican  authorities;  ana  did  I  thereby  propose  to 
take  it  away  from  the  Executive  power  ?    If  it  be- 
longs to  the  Executive  to  conduct  this  transaction, 
does  not  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  belong  to 
the  Executive  Department  as  much  sb  does  the 
Secretary  of  State  ?    And  if  the  mone^r  be  paid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  it  not  be  as 
much  an  Executive  transaction  as  if  *paid  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  ?    I  think  so.    What  is  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  upon  this 
subject?    He  says  that  during  General  Taylor 'i 
administration,  a  controversy  arose  between  Sec- 
retary Clayton  and  Secretary  Meredith,  not  as  to 
who  should  handle  the  money,  not  aa  to  who 
should  pocket  the  profits  to  be  made  by  thedper^^ 
tion,  but  as  to  who  should  escape  the  reeponsioiHcy 
of  directing  the  payment.    Mr.  Meredith  did  n^t 
want  to  be  troubled  with  it — Secretary  Clayti^n 
wanted  to  escape  the  responsibility— both  wanted 
to  get  clear  of  it.    But  after  the  reorganization  of 
the  Cabinet,  how  did  the  matter  stand  then?    Ve 
find  after  Mr.  Webster  had  come  in  as  Secretaryof 
State,  and  Corwin  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  scramble  in  relation  to  this  Mexican  indemnity 
assumed  a  very  dififerent  chaHu;ter.    It  was  not 
as  to  who  should  get  clear  of  the  respona^tv, 
but  who  should  make  the  payment,  who  should 
handle  the  cash,  and  who  should* pocket  the  pro- 
ceeds.   I  have  been  informed  that  a  Cabinet  meet- 
ing was  held,  and  it  was  at  length  agreed  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  the  most  competent  and 
'suitable  pereon,  and  because  his  position  connected 
him  more  directly  with  the  foreign  relationt  of  the 
country.    What  does  this  ai^ument  prove?  '^ 
proves  that  with  one  Cabinet  there  was  a  dispute 
as  to  who  should  get  clear  of  responsibility^  afi^ 
with  another  Cabinet  as  to  who  should  taite  the 
responsibility  and  pocket  the  profits.    What  is  the 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this?     Is  not  the 
conclusion  cl«ir  and  irresistible  to  everv  sound  i 
thinking  man*,  that  this  House  should  WA  th<B 

Eurse-strings  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  originate  ^U 
ills  creating  revenue  ?  We  are  responsible  directly 
to  the  people,  and  should  not  shrink  firom  that  re- 
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with  the  payment  of  this  money.  Are  we  afraid 
to  do  it .'  Ar«,  we  afraid  to  take  the  reaponsibilitv, 
we,  the  sworn  Representatives  of  the  people — tne 
guardians;  of  the  public  Treasury .'  Are  we  so 
fearful  of  responstoility  that  we  cannot  merely  in- 
dicate, in  the  act  under  consideration,  the  individual 
who  shall  pay  the  money  over.' 

Mr.  piJNuANi  (ipterrupling.J  I  rise  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman,  if  he  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  I  wish  to  have  his  authority 
for  stating  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  Mr. 
FiUmore^s  administration,  contended  for  the  priv* 
ilece  of  paving  the  money. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  stAted 
that  tliere  was  a  contest  as  to  who  should  escape 
the  responsibility  under  the  new  Administration, 
and  thatahere  had  been  a  Cabinet  council,  which 
determined  who  should  havethe  privilege. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  1  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  a  Cabinet  council  settled  this  matter, 
after  General  Taylor's  death. 

Mr.  jpHNSON.  Under  Mr.  Fillmore's  ad- 
ministration. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Well,  I  believe  it  was  estab- 
lished, in  a  former  discussion  upon  this  floor,  that 
it  was  settled  by  the  Cabinet  of  General  Taylor, 
before  his  decease. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Precisely.  I  thank  you  for 
the  correction.  It  was,  then,  settled  by  Cabinet 
eouncH,  and  the  succeeding  Administration  de- 
termined to  carry  out  the  decision  of  the  previous 
Administnation.  Well,  then,  my  argument  is  this: 
Here  was  a  conflict  of  opinion,  and  this  House 
oOjght  to  indicate  in  this  act  who  shall  pay  over 
this  money  to  the  Mexican  authorities.  But  I 
propose  to  take  another  view  of  this  subject. 

JHere  a  communication  irom  the  Senate  was  re- 
ceived b3r«tKe  hands  of  AtDCRT  Dickins,  Esq., 
their  Secretary,  announcing  the  passage '  of  the 
House  bills  authorizing  the  payment  of  mterest  to 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  providing  for 
the  printing  of  additional  copies  or  the  Journal 
and  Documents;  also,  returning  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  House  in  regard  to  the  assignment  of  land 
warrants,  with  amendments  thereto.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (resuming.)    Mr.  Chairman, 
4  hid  just  concluded  in  stating  views  conclusive 
vln  we  should  fix,  in  this  act,  the  person  who 
shah  pay  this  money  over;  but  there  is  another 
xeaaon  why  we  should  do  so.    There  is  a  power 
anthdrized,  under  the  Constitution,  of  the  United 
StaliM,  to  make  treaties,  and  in  conformity  with 
this  power,  in  1848,  there  was  a  treaty  made  with 
t&e  Mexican  Govemni^t,  and  the  twelfth  article 
of  that  treaty  provides  that  we  shall  pay  to  the 
Mexican  authorities,  at  specified  times,  certain 
amounts  of  money.      Fifteen  millions  was  the 
wholeamount  stipulated.    A  certain  portion  there- 
of was  to  be  paia  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  balance  in  annual  installments  at  times 
fixed  by  the  treaty.    Now,  this  is  the  treaty,  and 
we  hare  agreed,  so  far  as  the  treaty-making  power 
ii  concerned,  tp  pay  money  at  certain  times.  What 
has  the  treaty-making  power  to  do  with  it  here? 
Is  the  treaty-making  power  conclusive  andbindingf 
I  put  this  question  to  the. House,  and,  humble  as 
I  am,  to  the  country.    Suppose,  in  the  exercise  of 
this  treat]<making  power,  great  abuses  were  to 
grow  out  of  it,  that  treaties  were  made,  and  money 
stipulated  to  be  paid  over,  which  was  wrong,  and 
which  would  result  in  oppression  and  heavy  taxa- 
tion updn  the  people,  so  far  as  the  payment  df  the 
money  was  concerned,  I  ask  this  House  and  the 
country,  is  there  no  conservative  power;  is  there 
no  point  at  which  the  abuses  of  the  treaty -making 
power  may  l>e  resisted  ?    1  know  that  the  Consti- 
tution aajrs  that  a  treaty  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Constitution  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land; 
and  it  is  conclusive,  so  far  as  the  Judiciary  is  con- 
cerned.  But  how  are  the  abuses  of  this  power  Vb  be 
resisted  ?  When  a  treaty  provides  that  money  shall 
be  paid,  I  say  that  money  cannot  be  paid  until  an 
appropriation  is  made  by  Congress.    For  the  Con- 
stitution says  expressly,  that  no  mortey  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  except  in  pursuance  of 
an  impropriation  made  by  law;  and  hence  all 
treaties  providing  for  tbe  payment  of  money,  is 
•ufajedea  to  the  appropriating  power.    Has  not 
dds  House— the  Representatives  of  the  people — 
the  iiothority  and  power — and  moreover,  would  it 
not 'be  their  sworn  duty,  if  they  believed  that  a 
treaty  wtm  wrong,  that  it  was  oppressive — to 
vidiAold  the  appropriation,  and  thereby  defeat  the 


compliance  with,  and  the  consunmiation  of  the 
abuses  of  the  treaty  ?  Where  is  the  check — where 
the  power  to  arrest  the  abuses  of  thetreaty-making 
power  ?  It  must  exist  somewhere;  if  not,  every- 
thing, so  far  as  this  Government  is  concerned,  can 
be  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  by  the  improper 
ajad  danserous  exercise  of  tnis  treaty-making 
power.  We  find  in  1820,  that  the  great  statesman 
from  Kentucky,  in  the  discussion  of  the  Florida 
treaty,  introduced  a  resolution,  in  which  this  doc- 
trine was  boldly  proclaimed;  and  he  went  so  far 
as  to  say,  that  the  treaty  made  at  that  period  of 
time  should  be  set  aside,  if  Spain  faltered  in  her 
course  and  refused  to  do  us  justice,  and  adopt  the 
means  necessary  to  maintain  it.  Well,  some 
gentlemen  may  think  this  is  a  little  foreign,  and 
has  MO  direct  bearing  upon^  this  subject;  but  1 
wish  to  show  the  application  I  intend  to  make  of 
it.  Here  is  a  treaty  made,  and  money  promised 
to  be  paid  under  it,  at  certain  times,  but  subject  to 
the  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  sub- 
ject to  this  conservative  power.  Then  comes  up 
another  question.  Here  in  the  absence  of  law,  in 
the  absence  of  an  appropriation  of  Congress,  the 
Secretary  of  State— (I  mean  before  the  appropria- 
tion i^  made) — before  the  treaty  is  consummated, 
takes  it  upon  himself  to  make  a  contract  with 
British  ana  American  bankers,  to  pay  over  money 
which  has  not  been  appropriated  by  the  laws  of 
the  country,  and  then  after  the  contract  is  made, 
after  the  agreement  has  been  entered  into  that  they 
are  to  give  a  certain  per  cent.,  before  the  money 
is  appropriated,  then  what  is  the. result  pre- 
sented to  the  House?  h  is  this:  The  contract  is 
made,  and  the  gentlemen  are  ready  to  consummate 
it— rready  to  pay  over  the  money — and  hence  you 
sre  bound  to  appropriate  it;  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  comes  here  with  all  the  influence  he  can 
bring  to  bear  upon  this  Hall,  and  says,  Pass  the 
bill;  let  us  make  the  contract  fourteen  months  be- 
fore the  .installment  is  due.  Such  was  the  case 
during  the  last  Confnress,  to  enable  a  set  of  bank- 
ers—of British  bankers — to  speculate  upon  this 
and  the  Mexican  Government  But  pass  the  law, 
appropriate  the  money  to  enable  a  set  of  bankers 
to  nave  three  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  operate  upon,  fourteen  months  in  advance. 
When  we  see  how  this  thing  is,  Mr.  Chairman — 
when  we  see  the  appliances  that  are  brought  to 
bear — ^when  we  see  this  speculation  in  every  phase 
of  the  act — ^when  we  see  some  or  all  parties  have 
to  be  operated  upon,  it  calls  upon  lis  to  assert  our 
prerogative,  ana  say  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of 
State,  You  shall  not  act  in  advance  of  appropria- 
tions by  Congress,  or  assume  to  exercise  such  a 
power.  You  shall  not  dictate  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  as  to  who  shall  pay  the  money; 
but  we, will  specify  in  our  act  who  shall  pay  it. 

The  argument  is  made  by  some  that  it  is  an 
Elxecutive  duty;  and  that  the  Executive  should 
take  the  responsibility.  Why,  by  saying  in  the 
law  that  this  money  shall  be  paid  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  does  it  change  the  responsi- 
bility }  Does  it  exclude  them  from  responsibility  ? 
Not  at  all.  The  responsibility  is  precisely  tne 
same,  for  it  is  still  with  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government.  Should  not  we,  in  vindication 
of  our  position  here  as  representatives,  in  view  of 
all  these  facts — in  view  or  the  barons  and  con- 
tracts made  with  British  and  American  bankers-?— 
and 'certain  letters  pn  top  of  that,  sent  in  here, 
stating  that  time  should  not  be  consumed  in 
**  needless  discussion,** — I  say,  ought  not  we  (o 
give  this  money  a  proper  direction }  It  is  true 
Ihere  is  a  great  deal  said  here  that  does  not  amount 
to  much.  But  here  is  a  communication  sent  in  by 
the  President,  and  by  his  Secretary  of  State  to 
him,  and  which  receives  their  sanction  and  author- 
ity, in  regard  to  the  duties  and  delays  of  Congress. 
And  who  was  it  sent  by?  We  find  it  is  signed  by 
Barings,  Brothers  db  Co.,  by  T.  W.  Wanl,  their 
attorney;  Howland  6c  Aspinwall,  and  Corcoran 
&  Riggs,  an  association  of  banking,  companies, 
and  talking  offices.  Now,  what  a  position  are 
we  placed  in  before  the  country  ?  Here  is  a  set  of 
British  bankers  who  have  made  a  contract  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  advance  of  an  appropri- 
ation by  law;  and  because  Congress  is  a  little  tardy 
in  providing  the  appropriation,  they  send  you  in 
a  lecture,  to  the  efl^t  tnat  the  passage  of  this  bill 
should  not  be  impeded  hy  useless  and  idle  discus- 
sion. We  want  this  three  millions — we  want  the 
per  cent. — ^we  want  the  credit  and  character  it  will 
give  us.    And  hence  we  are  asked  to  pass  this  bill 


under  the  operation  of  the  previous  queslion.  Let 
us  say  they  may  have  the  money,  and  do  not  talk 
about  it,  and  give  utterance  to  so  much  twaddle'. 

Now,  let  us  lake  another  view  of  this  bill.  They 
say  that  the  payment  of  this  money  is  an  Execu- 
tive duty.  How.>  Here  is  a  treaty  stipulating 
upon  the  part  of  this  Government  to  pay  so  much, 
ajid  at  such  a  time;  atid  here  is  a  law  appropria- 
ting the  amount  of  money  stipulated-  to  be  paid. 
Now,  *it  leaves  it  just  there.  Now,  I  suppose 
that  the  President,  or  some  one  of  his  Cabinet, 
must  run  about,  and  look  through  all  the  acts  that 
this  House  "has  passed,  when  money  has  been  ap- 
propriated, without  saying  who  shall  make  the 
payment.  Why,  do  we  not  see  it  is  vague  and 
indefinite?  There  is  a  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  the  President  shall  see  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed.  How  vague  is  that.'  Here 
is  the  law  appropriating  the  money,  and  the  gen- 
eral provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  states  it 
to  be  the  Executive  duty  to  perambulate  about^ 
and  to  take  up  the  loose  acts  of  Congress  that  have 
Dossed,  and  see  that  they  be  faithfully  executed. 
Why  jiot  say  in  your  law  who  shall  make  the 
payment,  under  the  supervision, of  tlie  President  ? 
Would  you  thereby  change  the  responsibility? 
By  this  means,  do  you  not  make  it  direct;  and  is 
it  not  intelligent  and  proper  so  to  do  ?  Suppose, 
for  illustration,  that  Congress  were  to  pass  an  act 
to-morrow,  appropriating  1130,000,000  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  new  Capitol.  That  is  a  law, 
and  under  the  Constitution  the  Executive  is  bound 
to  see  ft  faithfully  executed.  In  the  one  case  it  is 
precisely  as  in  the  other.  Would  not  the  country 
say — ^would  not  intellieenl,  practical  business  men 
of  the  country  say— define  in  your  act  who  shall 
apply  that  money  to  the  object  indicated?  Does 
this  change  its  character,  admitting  that  it  is  the 
Executive  duty?  Does  it  not  keep  it  still  Execu- 
tive, and  retain  his  responsibility  to  the  Congress 
and  the  country?    To  me  it  seems  so  most  clearly. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  in- 
formed us  in  "his  iTpeech  that  Mr.  Walker  received 
four  per  cent.  Now,  so  far  as  money  transactions 
>ure  concerned,  I  mten  to  speak  irrespective  of 
party.  In  the  first  instance,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia — and  I  do  not  mean  anything  personal 
in  what  I  am  about  to  say,4)ut  only  wish  to  show 
the  strange  position  that  he  assumes — strives  to 
show  that  it  would  have  been  impolitic  for  the 
Government  to  have  anything  td  do  with  General 
Green;  and  from  his  argument  it  would  be  inferred 
that  he  was  a  faithless,  wild,  and  visionary  man, 
and  that  Benjsmin  E.  Green  has  been  found  de- 
faulting in  transactions  with  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, depriving  him  and  his  father  of  all  credit 
whatever.  This  is  what  he  attempts  to  do.  How 
do  the  facts  stand  when  the  question  is  put  direct 
to  him  ?  Does  Mexico  assume  that  the  money  has 
been  paid  over?  What  is  the  response?  There  is 
no  such  assumption. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  eentlemaiWrom  Tennessee 
is  entirely  miataken.  Mr.  Rejon,  in  his  letter  of 
the  2d  of  September,  1844,  states  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  Minister  of  Finance,  upon  the  27th 
of  August,  that  the  money  had  been  paid  a  long 
time  pfipr  to  that,  and  excuses  himself -for  not 
informing  our  Envoy  sooner  by  stating  that  the 
notice  had  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the 
Vast  amount  of  business  which  had  en^ossed  the 
attention  of  his  Department.  I  will  give  you  the 
letter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Let  me  see  whether  I.  under- 
stand the  gentleman.  Does  not  that  grow  out  of 
this  transaction,  ^ing  uppn  the  idea  that  draAs 
had  been  given  with  the  view  of  payment  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Has  the  money  ever  been 
paid  by  the  Mexican  Government? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  An  agent  had  no  right  to  re- 
ceive anything  but  gold  and  silver,  for  that  was  the 
stipulation  in  the  treaty.  Mr.  Shannon  hnd  gone 
out  there  to  enforce  that  treaty;  and  on  the  day 
after  his  arrival — the  day  that  ne  was  recognfeed — 
he  was  informed  that  the  payment  had  been  made, 
and  made  in  money,  to  raise  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  experienced  great  diflficuUy.  Mr.  Shan- 
non sent  that  information  to  our  Government,  and, 
assuming  it  to  be  true,  we  made  the  appropriation 
to  pay  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  then 
it  all  resolves  itself  into  this :  that  it  wa^  paid  by  a 
draft,  when  the  law  required  that  it  should  be  paid 
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in  silver.  This  waa  a  departure  common  in  mat- 
lera  of  that  character.  He — the  agejit — agreed  to 
receive  in  payment  this  draft.  When  the  draft  fell 
due,  the  Mexican  Government  failed  to  meet  it; 
and  all  that  we  can  make  out  of  the  Green  transac- 
tion iS}  that  he  has  transcended  his  authority  to 
some  extent  in  receiving  a  draft- instead  of  money. 
But  does  that  prove  that  he^has  one  dollar  of  the  j 
money  in  his  pocket  .^  i 

.    Mr.  BAYLY.    It  was  said  that  the  mon^y  had 
been  paid. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Is  that  upon  the  record- 
that  monev  had  been  paid  to  and  received  by  the 
proper  autiiority  of  the  United  States^?  If  the  facts 
are  that  way,  I  should  like  to  know  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  will  show  them  to  the  gentle- 
man, if  he  desires  it.  I  have  the  official  report  of 
the  Mexican  Se(^retary  of  Foreign  Afiairs,and  also 
the  message  of  Mr.  Shannon  to  this  Grovernment, 
based  upon  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Was  the  money  paid  before 
or  after  Mr.  Shannon's  arrival  there.' 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Before;  and  if  the'  gentleman 
will  allow  iT\e,  I  will  read  the  following  paragraph 
from  Mr.  Shannon's  official  dispatch  of  the  2ist 
of  September,  to  show  that  the  installments  re- 
ferred to  had  been  paid  to  the  United  States  agent 
in  Mexico  en  the  Sflth  day  of  August: 

<'  Tbe  iMtallmoDts  which  fell  due  on  the  30th  of  April  and 
the  30Ui  of  July  la#t,  under  the  conventioa  of  the  90th  of 
January,  184.'},  were  paid  to  the  agent  of  the  Government 
appointed  to  receive  and  tran^iniit  the  eame,  on  tiie  ^th 
uliiinn.  I  am  inclined  to  heiieve  this  Government  will  here- 
after be  more  prompt  in  meeting  its  engagements  under  the 
above  named  treaty  than  it  has  heretofore  been  ;  and  if  it 
should  turn  out  otherwise,  it  will  be  owing  to  a  real  inabil- 
ity to  raise  Uie  means.  I  am  advised  that  it  was  with  the 
uunost  difficulty  Uiat  this  Government  was  able  to  raise  the 
money  to  pay  the  two  last  installments." 

That  is  what  Mr.  Shannon  says. 

I  have  here  also  the  official  dispatch  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  Mexico  to  Mr.  Shannon.  It 
is  very  short,  and  if  the  gentleman  will  indulge 
me,  I  will  read  it: 

[TaANSLATIOIf.j 

7\>  hi$  Esocellenof  WlUon  Shannon,  Envoy  Extreu>rdinaryf 
•{t.,  ojf  the  United  Slateg  of  ^met-ica. 

National  Palace,  Mexico^  SeplemAer  3, 1844. 

Tbe  undersigned.  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  has  Uie 
honor  of  infonning  his  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, that  on  the  S7tn  of  last  August  he  was  apprised  by  bis 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance,  that  the  quarterly  in- 
stallment due  on  the  30th  of  April  of  this  year,  and  that  which 
fcW  due  on  the  30th  July  last,  hod  been  paid  to  the  ag«nl  ap- 
pi)inted  bv  tiie  Government  of  said  States,  accordi^  to  the 
terms  of  the  Convention  of  January  30, 1843,  and  tliat  this 
notice  had  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  vast  amount 
of  business  which  engrossed  the  attention  of  that  Depart- 
ment* 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion,  h.c..  4ic. 
MANUEL  CRESIENCIO  BEJON. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  He  says,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  convention.  1  understand  the  gentle* 
man  to  say  that  he  was  bound  to  receive  the  money 
in  gold  and  silver,  and  to  state  that  in  its  stead  he 
had  received  a  draft  which  was  in  violation  of  his 
duly. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  said  no  such  thing.  Mr. 
Shannon  states  in  his  dispatch  that  it  was  paid  in 
money,  to  raise  which  there  was  great  difficulty. 
It  was  paid  before  Mr.  Shannon  arrived  there.. 
Mr.  Green  copied  tliat  dispatch,  for  it  is  in  his 
own  handwriting.  Mr.  Green  was  the  agent,  and 
Mr.  Shannon  never  was. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man  to  say  Mr.  Green,  instead  of  receiving  the 
money,  received  a  draft?  for  that  is  the  point. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  These  documents  do  not  show 
it.  In  the  investigation  which  waa  instituted  to 
see  whether  reclamation  could  not  be  made,  the 
Mexican  Grovernment  said  they  had  given  him 
drafts,  but  then  Shannon  says  that  it  was  paid  in 
money. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  Shannon  speaks  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  You  are  mistaken;  that  is  what 
the  Mexican  Minister  says. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  not  material.  There  is 
a  general  jumble,  great  intricacy  in  this  matter,  that 
I  will  let  the  gentlemen  straighten  out  to  their  own 
fancy.  I  think  that  when  the  whole  subject  is 
boiled  down;  that  when  we  get  to  what  it  really 
is,  we  will  find  that  Mr.  Green  received  a  dran 
from  the  Mexican  Government;  and  so  the' gen- 
tleman charges  him  with  traveling  outside  of  his 
duty  in  receiving  it;  and  that  the  Mexican  Gov-  [ 


ernment  failed  to  raise  one  dollar  to  pay  the  draft. 
That  is  about  the  whole  transaction. 
\  Mr.  BAYLY.    Some  of  these  draAs 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  genUeman  will  wait  a 
moment « 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  desires 
to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  There  is  one  thing  I  do  not 
understand  with  all  this  explanation,  Munich  may 
be,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of  the  dullness  of  my 
intellect,  and  the  great  glare  of  the  gentleman's, 
which  benights  mine.  Do  I  undersuind  that  the 
Mexican  Government  as  assuming  that  the  money 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Green,  and  received  by  him  as 
the  American  agent  ?  * 

Mr.  BAYLY.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  has  expired. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  noticed  the  watch  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  commenced  his  remarks. 
It  lacked  twenty-five  minutes  of  one  o'clock. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  is  mistaken.  It  was  about  two  minutes 
after  two  when  he  commenced.  The  gentleman 
from  Teanessee  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  ^Mr.  Grat,]  and  also  to  fhe  gen- 
tleman from  Virgmia,  [Mr.  Batlt.]  The  gentle- 
man inquired  whether  it  would  be  taken  out  of  his 
time.    The  Chair  assured  him  that  it  would. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  was  the  time  at  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  commenced  speaking  to 
which  I  alluded. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  state  to  the  Chair, 
that  when  I  asked  the  question,  I  understood  the 
response  to  be,  that  it  would  not  come  out  of  my 
time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  made  the  inquiry, 
Whether  it  would  come  out  of  his  time?  a  go6d 
many  members  in  the  Hall  said  **No!  no!" 
After  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  GretI 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  BatltI 
had  finished,  he  proceeded  witn  his  remarks,  and 
his  time  would  nave  expired  at  about  two  mii^- 
utes  after  three  o'clock;  out  there  was  an  inter- 
ruption of  some  three  minutes  in  the  reception  of 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  for  which  credit  was 
given.  The  Chair  has  no  discretion  in  giving 
credit,  and  a  gentleman,  when  his  hour  has  com- 
menced, cannot  yield  the  floor  for  personal  ex- 
planation or  otherwise,  in  .committee,  in  the  opin- 
ion  of  the  Chair,  except  by  unanimous  consent,^ 
as  the  rules  in  committee  cannot  be  suspended. 
If  there  be  no  objection,  the  gentleman  can  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  my  replying. 

rCriesof*«No!'^  «*No!") 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  by  unanimous  response,  was 
permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  about  to  conclude,  and 
try  to  make  my  escape  from  this  general  entang^le- 
ment  in  which  this  transaction  seems  to  be  in- 
volved. As  (kr  as  that  is  concerned,  it  is  wholly 
immaterial — if  the  facts  are  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt] — whether  this 
money  has  been  paid  and  received  ov  the  agent  of 
the  united  States,  and  he  is  provea  to  be  a  de- 
faulter, or  whether  he  has  embezzled  it.  If  either, 
I  want  to  know  why  the  proper  steps  have  not 
been  taken  to  bring  him  to  justice.  I  say  the 
action  of  the  Government,  and  the  history  or  this 
whole  transaction,  prove  that  it  is  just  as  I  have 
stated. 

There  vna  a  draft  received,  and  the  draft  has 
never  been  paid.  That  is  about  the  whole  of  it, 
when  it  is  reduced  to  what  it  really  is.  I  care 
nothing  about  that.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Batlt]  says  that  Mr.  Walker  obtained  four 
ner  cent,  in  the  transaction,  in  paying  over  this 
Mexican  indemnity.  He  informs  us  in  the  speech 
he  made  the  other  day,  that  this  arrangement 
made  with  Corcoran  db  Kiggs,  Baring  de.  Brothers, 
to  pay  three-and-a-half  per  cent,  for  tne  use  of  the 
money  fourteen  months,  was  as  good  an  arrange- 
ment as  the  one  made  by  Mr.  Walker.  This  is 
what  he  asserted  the  other  day,  and  here  it  is  in 
his  printed  speech.  I  assume  that  such  is  the 
fact.  When  we  were  called  upon  to  pass  the  law 
fourteen  months  in  advance,  was  it  not  under- 
stood that  the  money  was  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
Treasury  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.     No— far  from  it.     The  very 


reverse  was  understood,  and  not  a  dollar  was  to 
be  taken  from  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     If  the  law  had  passed  lasL     - 
Congress,  would  not  the  money  have  been  thereby- 
appropriated,  and  was  it  not  in  the  discretion  ot"^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ^'ve  his  AnfL. 
covering  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  when  he 
saw  proper?    Wh)r,  what  is  the  reason  and  In* 
ducement  for  engaging  in  the  transaction  ?    Is  it 
not  because  thev  can  get  the  use  of  the  capita] — is 
it  not  because  they  cau  get  the  use  of  the  credit 
whicJi  this  lar^e  amount  of  money  would  give 
them?    What  did  they  a^ee  to  pay  three-and-a- 
half  per  cent,  for?     Was  it' not  for  the  use  of  the 
capital — for  the  benefit  of  the  credit  and  the  per 
cent,  to  be  reahzed  by  the  use  of  it  ?  If  the  money 
was  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury — if  the 
money  was  not  to  be  paid  over  until  it  fell  do«, 
why  pass  the  law  fourteen  months  in  advance? 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  height  of  folly  to  place 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  three  or 
four  millions  of  dollars.     Was  there  no  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this?    What  did  we  see  the 
oth^r  day?     We  saw  a  liberal  distribution  of 
money  among  the  soldiery  of  France,  and  we  saw 
the  highest  officer  of  government  dissolving  the 
House  of  Representatives  publicly.    The  maxim 
is  true,  **Give  me  the  money  and  I  can  get  the 
men^give  the  men  and  I  can  get  the  money." 
We  are  told  that  if  you  pass  a  law  fourteen  tnonthi 
in  advance,  placing  some  three  or  four  millioni 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  the  money 
would  be-  secure — and  that  good  security  could 
be  given.    If  the  money  waa  not  to  be  talcen  out 
of  iJie  Treasury — if  it  could  not  be  paid  orcr — 
what  security  had  they?    The  money  was  the 
beet  security  they  could  have,  locked  up  in  the 
Treasury — the  best  place  in  whi^bLit  could   be 
kept.-  No,  it  was  all  speculation.    Rnfer  it  from 
the  transaction;  I  infer  it  from  the  bustn^ai  habits 
of  the  men — from  the  money  transactions  of  ihe 
world.    It  was  to  make  money — to  pocket  the  p«r 
cent.;  and  who  was  to  get  it  I  do  not  pretena  to 
say.     I  have  heard  one  thing;  I  knowtnat  rumor 
says  that  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
made  money.    I  do  not  pretend  to  say  how  much, 
or  how  little.    And  while  they  talk  about  {>uff 
Green's  insolvency,  who  never  had  or  proposed 
to  make  a  bargain  with  the  Government,  they 
never  talk  about  his  being  a  visionary.^^l  expect 
tliat  perhaps  General  Green  has  been  unfortunate 
in  money  matters,  and  has  not  been  auccemafxU  ^ 
since  he  expended  a  large  estate.    But  if  I  am 
credibly  informed,  others  have  been  unfortunate 
in  times  gone  by,  and  some  of  these  bankers 
came  well  nigh  it,  if  they  had  not  taken  the  bene- 
fit of  the  insolvent  law;  but  they  have  been  since 
successful  and  prosperous  in  busmess.    They  had 
the  funds  of  the  Government  to  pay  out  in  Mr. 
Walker's  administration,  and  the  opportunity  of 
purchasing  a  large  amount  of  stock.    Somehow 
or  other,  they  got  very  rich,  as  events  prove — 
Walker  in  the  bargain,  as  I  ajn  credibly  informed. 
Rumor  now  says  that  he  has  amassed  a  very 
large  fortune.    This  is  all  predicated  upon  rumor; 
but  I  think  it  is  reasonable  to  iilfer  that  Mr.  Web- 
ster would  like  to  realize  a  little  percentage  in  this 
way.    If  rumor  be  true— as  we  go  into  things  of 
this  sort — I  never  understood  that  Mr.  Webster 
had  acquired  a  character  for  much  more  prudence 
and  economy  in  the  management  of  financial  af- 
fairs than  a  great  many  other  men.    I  do  not  think 
he  has  an  extensive  reputation  for  matters  ,of  this 
kind.    I  tliink,  if  rumor  is  to  be  taken  as  true 
evidence,  that  Mr.  Webster  has  been  about  as 
loose,  prodigal  and  extravagant,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  finanaal  affairs,  as  much  so  as 
men  generally  are. 

I  am  for  the  .insertion  of  the  amendment  to  this 
bill.  I  8a3r,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  violate  a 
great  principle,  to  appropriate  money  for  a  con- 
tract made  m  advance,  which  is  not  fully  complied 
with.  A  treaty  cannot  be  complied  with,  and 
mone^  cannot  be  paid  until  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  make  appropriation  by  law;  and 
we  ought  to  teach  Mr.  Webster,  and  all  those  con- 
federated with  him,  that  they  cannot  go  in  advance 
of  your  authority.  We  ought  to  teach  him,  that 
he  shall  not  tamper  with  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
tion. Are  we  to  sit  here  as  puppets,  who  are  to 
speak  and  vote  just  as  somebody  puts  the  speech 
in  our  mouths,  or  asks  us  to  vote  ?  While  this 
bill  is  under  consideration,  you  find  this  and  the 
other  individual  dropping  soft  words  in  our  ears. 
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to  the  precise  point  to  bear — the  exact  argu- 

loent  to   make.     All  that  kind  of  thing  is  in  the 

esLTS  of  members,  and  is  all  innocent  andharmless, 

provided  they  gel  what  they  want.    All  this  has 

an  influence.    Tlien  say  tnese  indolent  bankers,' 

who  are  keeping  their  circulars  before  you,  You 

shall  not  impede  the  passage  of  this  bill  by  end* 

loss  discussion;  you  who  are  talking  about  the 

people's  money,  away  with  your  idle  gabble — 

your  tiule-tattle — your  fiddle-faddle — here  stop  and 

shut  your  mouths. 

Humble  as  I  am,  I  will  resist  aU  this  influence; 
80  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  in  behalf  of  my 
constituents,  I  say  it  is  an  encroachment  upon 
the  dignity  and  prerogative  of  the  representatives 
of  a  free  people.  Whigs  and  Democrats  should, 
in  this  transaction,  prescribe  by  law — not  shrink 
from  responsibility — and  say  who  shall  pay  this 
money  over;  and  then  hold  them  responsible  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  From  the 
frequent  interruptions  since  this  discussion  took 
place,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  been  di- 
Terted  in  fact  from  the  regular  points  1  intended  to 
nmke.  If  J  had  been  permitted  to  go  on  without 
interruption,  I  should  itbt  have  consumed  more 
than  thirty  minutes.,  But»I  must  allude  to  one 
more  matter  before  I  sit  down.  When  we  come 
to  look  at  this  transaction — when  we  come  to  look 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  Secretary  of  State  here- 
tofore— ^when  we  connect  it  vith  the  reasonable 
inference  of  speculation — I  say  it  behooves  us,  as 
the  representatives  and  faithful  guardians  of  the 
public  interests,  to  define  clearly  in  our  laws  the 
mdividttals  who  shall  pay  this  money  over  to  the 
Mexican  Government.  To  insert  this  amendment, 
and  place  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  laiige  specu-*. 
ktorr,  looks  to  'n^  like  being  dragooned  and 
whipped  into  measures.  I  say,  fix  it  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  But  the  gentleman 
teUs  us,  that  this  ofiicer  has  nothing  to  do  with 
foreign  affairs.  Is  he  not,  in  fact,  an  oflicer  jnore 
intimately  and  directly  connected  with  the  money 
transaetions  relating  to  foreign  governments,  than 
any  Secretary  of  State? 

U  there  any  man  here  who  doubts  the  capabil- 
ity o^ihe  Secretary  of  the  Tretisury  to  negotiate 
asAlwvs  this  money  paid  over  upon  as  good 
term  as  the  Secretary  of  Stctte  could  do  it  >    Mr. 
Walker  aade  arrangements  for  the  payment  of 
two  ififtaflments  of  this  indemnity,  and  will  any- 
body say  that  it  was  not  as  well  done  as  if  it  had 
been  done  by  the  Secretary  of  State?  or  that  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  do  it  as 
vdl?    I  say  that  out  of  respect  to  'ouifielves,  to 
our  position,  and  to  our  constituents,  we  ought  to 
take  this  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  an  individual 
who  has  assumed  the  high  prerogative  of  making 
a  contract  for  the  payment  of  this  money  before 
the  bill  is  passed  appropriating  it. 

There  are  many  ether  things  which  I  desired 
to  say,  but  as  my  time  has  nearly  expired,  I  will 
five  way  to  some  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  EDGERTON  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to 
•      Mr.  8WEETSER,  who  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 
The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to. 
The  commitee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
ha?iag  resumed   the  chair,  the  Chairman  [Mr. 
Jovuj  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the'  Union  had  had  under  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Union  generally^  and  partic- 
ularly House  bill  No.  46,  providing  for  carrying 
into  ex^tioD  in  further  part  the  twelfth  article 
of  the  treaty  concluded  with  Mexico  at  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,  but  hod  come  to  no  conclusion 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GROW^ 

Oricrcrf,  Tbal  the  petition  tad  papers  of  James  F.  Green 
^  withdrawn  frora  the  files  of  the  Uouie,  and  referred  to 
Ibe  C«mmitte  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

CLOSE  or  DEBATE  ON  THE  INDBMIflTY  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  that  the  House 
thaU  fix  some  tinte  for  closing  the  debate  in  Pom- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  onnbe  state  of  the  Union  on 
the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  and  with  that  view  I 
ofer  the  following  resMution,  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk'^desk: 

The  resolution  was  r^d  as  follows: 

IU»hed.  Tbftt  all  debate  in  the^Committee  of  the  Whole 
BovKeotJie  state  of  ibe  Union  on  hill  No.  46,  providing 
(eretiiring  into  execution,  in  further  part,  the  twelfth  aril- 
ckofnetre^  concluded  with  Mexico  at  Guadalupe  Hi- 
W^rfiaH  cease  at o*clock,  on  — ,  if  the  committee 


shall  not  sooner  coiue  to,a  conclusion  on  the  same,  and  the 
committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  such  amendments  ^ 
as  may  be  pending  or  offered  to  the  same,  and  shall  then  re- 
port it  to  the  House  with  such  amendments  as  may  b«  agreed 
to  by  the  comniittee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  move  to  fill  the  blanks 
in  that  resolution  by  inserting  three  o'clock  to- 
morrow aflernoon. 

Mr  !DUNHAM.  And  I  move  to  insert  one 
oVIock  to-morrow. 

Many  Members.     **  Oh  no,  that's  too  soon." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  believe  I  am  entitled  to  the 
floor.  I  will  move  the  previous  question  on  that 
resolution;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  mean  to 
press  it  to  a  vote  this  evening.  I  merely  desire 
that  members  shall  coihe  here  to-morrow  mornine 
prepared  to  fix  a  time  at  which  the  debate  shall 
close.  I  wish  it  to  close  as  early  as  convenient; 
but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  shut  out  any  reason- 
able amount  of  debate.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  ndjoum. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions^  memorials,  lie.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  SMART  :  The  petition  of  William  Brewt>terand 
others,  for  a  light  house  on  Jameson's  Point,  in  the  State  of 
Maine. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  A.  Brewster  atfd  others,  for  a 
liglit-house  on  Jameson's  Point,  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

By  Mr.  BISSELL  :  The  memorial  of  James  L.  Collins, 
praying  relief  for  losses  sustained  while  in  the  service  of 
the' United  States  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  Itc. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Reynolds  and  others,  citizens 
of  IHinois,  praying  for  the  right  of  way  and  a  grant  of  land, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Sbawneetown, 
via  Belleville,  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  opposite 
St.  Louis. 

By  Mr.  McNAf  R :  The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at 
Norristown,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of 
Oil  increased  duty  on  iron. 

By  Mr.  SCHOONMAKER :  ,The  petition  of  t  heassiistant 
marshals  of  Ulster  county,  New  York,  for  an  increase  of 
compensation  for  taking  the  late  Census. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Sterry,  for  an  invalid  pen- 
sion. 

Also,  the  application  of  Joseph  Martin,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frederick  Steele,  first  lieotenant, 
cimtain  by  brevet,  second  infantry.  United  States  Array,  for 
rofief. 

By  Mr.  BRECKENRlDGE :  The  petition  of  Benjamin 
J.  Brunham,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  MILLSUN  :  The  petition  of  Commander  John 
L.  Saunders,  United  States  Navy,  asking  to  be  rnmbuised 
for  certain  expenses  incurred  while  in  command  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ship  St.  Mary's. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thdrsdat,  January  22,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Moroak. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a* report  and  reso- 
lutions, adopted  by  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  relative  to  the  causes  of  the  explo- 
sion of  steam  boilers,  and  the  means  of  their  pre- 
vention; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Bartoli,  and  citizens  of  Marblehead, 
Massachusetts,  representing;  that  the  sea-wall  at 
the  southwest  part  of  Marblehead  Harbor,  which 
prevents  the  waters  of  Boston  Bay  from  encroach- 
ing on  ^id  harbor,  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, and  praying  an  appropriation  for  repairs  of 
said  wall;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Jennings,  William  T.  Jennings,  an^  George  S. 
Jennings,  praying  that  Thomas  D.  Jennings  may 
be  allowedf  to  enter  a  certain  tract  of  land  settled 
by  his  father;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  B.  Davis,  pray- 
ing for  remuneration  for  losses  at  Indian  river, 
Florida,  during  the  Indian  disturbances  in  1849; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  also  beg  leave  to  present  the 
petition  of  John  F.  Myrick  and  the  assistant 
marshals  of  the  northern  district  of  Florida,  ask- 
ing additional  compensation  for  their  services  in 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Jackson  and  Cal- 
houn counties.  It  appears,  from  the  number  of 
memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate froni  marshals  and  assistant  marshals,  from 
all  portions  of  the  country,  that  the  square-root 
system  of  estimating  the  mileage  of  the  marshals, 
introduced  into  the  census  act  on  the  motion  of 


the  Senato>  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ukderwood,] 
operates  badly;  or,  at  least,  that  these  officers 
have  foi^otien  their  mathematics  and  do  not  un- 
derstand how  to  work  it  out  properly.  I  move 
that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rise  to  state  that  that 
mathematical  rule,  which  was  incorporated  into 
the  census  act  at  the  last  Congress,  has  worked 
more  admirably  than  any  rule  which  has  ever 
applied  by  Congress.  It  has  prevented  every- 
tliing  like  fraud  and  cheatery.  .  You  have  pre- 
scribed a  rule  by  which,  when  these  officers  have 
reported  the  number  of  families  which  they  have 
enumerated,  you  can  prevent  everything  like  an 
exorbitant  demand  for  mileag|e  with  mawematical 
certainty.  The  act  of  ld5M,  providing  for  the 
taking  of  the  census,  actually  allows  more  for 
the  enumeration  than  any  prior  act  of  Congress. 
This  dissatisfaction  has  resulted  fro^i  the  appli- 
cation of  the  mathematical  principle  to  which  the 
honorable  Senator  haa  referred,  to  prevent  the 
extraordinary  charges  for  mileage,  which  have 
been  heretofore  mule  by  the  census  marshals. 
The  rule  works  admirably. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  would  say,  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentncky,  that  the 
rule  may  work  admirably  for  the  Government, 
but  very  badly  for  the  marshals.  One  of  the 
marshals  for  Florida,  as  he  represents  in  his 
memorial,  traveled  upwards  of  on^  thousand  four 
hundred  miles,  was  laboriously  and  assiduously 
engaged  for  three  months*  and  that  the  amount  of 
compensation  which  he  received  was  a  hundred 
and  odd  dollars.  This  rule  may  work  admirably 
for  the  Government  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Treasury,  but  certainly  it  does  not  afford  the 
marshals  a  proper  compensation.  It  reminds 
me  of  one  of  .£eop's  fables  in  i-elation  to  the  boys 
who  were  throwing  stones  at  the  frogs:  it  was 
enjoyment  to  the  boys,  but  death  to  the  frogs.  So 
this  rule,  in  its  operation,  may  work  advanta- 
geously to  the  Grovernment,  but  it  has  certainly 
operated  disadvautageously  to  the  marshals. 
The  iakK>rer  is  worthy  of  his  reward;  but  these 
officera  have  not  received  proper  compensation  for 
their  laborious  services. 

The  petitioo.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  the  chil- 
dren and  heirs  of  John  Fanning,  a  surgeon's  mate 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  compensation  for 
his  services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Clams. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Florida,  in  favor  of  a  distribution 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  amon^  the  States;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont,  in  favor  of  a  ^mnt  of  public  land  for 
the  endowment  of  hospitals  for  the  indi^nt  in- 
sane; which  was  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    Mr.  President,  I  have 
,a  memorial  of  sixteen  printed  pages — it  is  from 
H.  C.  Aliens  worth,  of  Kentucky.    The  object  of 
the  memorial  will  be  fully  explained  by  tne  read- 
ing of  a  single  paragraph: 

<<  Your  memorialist  Airtlwr  represents,  tbat  the  award  in- 
his  favor  by  the  Americaji  Commissioners,  under  the 
convention  of  1839,  rompuicd  up  to  tlie  close  of  the  lost 
board,  amounted  tot!9,446  38.  For  that  amount  he  claimed 
an  award  (torn  the  lost  board,  which,  however,  orbitarily 
reduced  his  claim  lo  ^650,  makiag  a  difference  of  $1,796.*' 

He  asks  Congress  to  pay  him  this  amount,  be- 
cause the  last  boanton  Mexican  claims  he  allies 
did  not  do  him  justice.  I  believe  these  memorials 
have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations.  I  ask  that  this  may  take  the  same  di- 
rection. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
also  the  memorial  of  John  B.  Amos.x  The  peti- 
tioner represents  that  he  contracted  t<9  carry  the 
mail  from  Bowling  Green  to  Glsc^w,  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky;  that  this  line  was  to  connect  to- 
gether the  alternate  lines  from  Louisville  to  Nash- 
ville, one  passing  through  Bowling  Green  and  the 
other  through  Glasgow,  by  means  of  which  con- 
nection the  people  in  tKe  western  part  of  Ken- 
tucky had  a  aaily  communication  with  Louisville. 
Afler  he  made  this  contract,  he  complainsihat  the 
>  Government' contracted  for  a  direct  daily  line  from 
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Bowling  Green  to  Louisville,  which  deprived  him 
of  passongers  on  his  cross-connecting  line.  He 
has  taken  testimony  and  got  certificates  to  show 
that  he  has  lost  a  large  quantity  of  money  by  this 
arrangement  made  by  the  Government.  When 
this  arrangement  was  first  made  he  says  that  he 
applied  to  the  Postmaster  General  for  additional 
compensation,  but  the  Postmaster  General  refused 
to  give  it  to  him.  He  then  applied  to  be  released 
from  the  contract.  That  also  was  refused.  He 
therefore  claims  that  the  Government  violated  its 
contract,  and  he  asks  Congress  to  grant  him  relief. 
I  move  to  refer' the  memonal  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FLOGGING  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  there  lies  upon 
your  table  a  petition  relating  to  corporal  punish- 
ment in  tlie  Navy,  which  was  presented  some 
time  ago,  and  was,  on  my  motion,  postponed  until 
to-day.  I  was  desirous  of  saying  something  in 
relation  to  it,  and  I  am  as  ready  to  say  it  now  as 
at  any  future  time.  But  it  has  been  suggested  to 
me  by  several  Senators  that  they  desire  to  speak 
upon  it,  and  that  it  would  therefore  be  better  to 
have  it  taken  up  now  and  assigned  a  special  day 
for  its  consideration.  I  move  that  the  memorial 
be  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  day  fixed 
for  its  consideration. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  memorial  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  now  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  be  postponed  to  this 
day  week,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order 
for  that  day,  when  I  hope  we  shall  finish  it. 

Mr.  G W IN.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Aff^rs 
are  suspended  in  their  action  on  this  very  question, 
because  it  is  under  discussion  in  the  Senate.  If  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  who  has  the  floor, 
and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stock- 
ton,] who  wishes  to  obtain  the  floor,  will  permit 
the  ipemorial  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  we  will  very  soon  bring  the  subject 
before  the  Senate.  The  committee  is  now  waiting 
for  the  discussion  in  the  Senate  to  be  stopped,  1 
hope  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  will  post- 
pone his  remarks  until  the  committee  shall  nave 
reported  upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
rupt the  debate.  I  have  merely  made  this  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALE.  This  matter  has  been  before  the 
Senate  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years.  A  provision 
in  relation  to  this  subject  nas  generally  been  put 
in  some  of  the  general  appropriation  bills,  and  was 
not  reached  until  the  final  hours  of  a  session.  The 
subject  therefore  has  not  received  the  deliberate 
attention  which  it  deserves.  I  am  glad  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  moved  in  this  matter  at 
so  early  a  period.  I  am  prepared  to  say  what 
little  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject,  just  as  well 
as  I  shall  be  hereafter.  It  was  not  on  mv  own 
account  that  I  asked  for  a  postponement,  but  at 
the  request  of  other  Senators.  Having  made  these 
remarks,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  the  ques- 
tion to  the  Seuate. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  the 
debate  at  all,  but,  as  I  stated  to  the  Senator,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  are  delayed  in  their 
action  by  the  discussion  in  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Naval  Committee  Intend  to  bring  the  sub- 
lect  before  the  Senate  in  a  very  short  time,  either 
by  a  bill  to  restore  flogging,  or  to  provide  a  sub- 
stitute for  it.  The  committee  will  act  promptly. 
We  are  now  delayed  in  our  action  by  tne  discus- 
sion in  the  Senate,  and  if  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  I  move  to  refer  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  it  was 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  W.  Chitoon,  on  the 
IllMof  tb«  a«nate.  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbePo»i 
Office  and  Po«t  Road«. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Orderedt  That  the  memorialt  of  roemben  of  the  Bar  of 
Eaat  TenneMce,  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  a  separate  Judfe  for  that  district,  be  referred 
to  t))e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  SamacI  S.  Marcy  and  others, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 


Ordered^  That  Elisha  Hampton  and  others,  have  leave 
to  withdraw  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  re- 
lating to  their  claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 

Ordered.Tht  th4  petition  of  Mary  E.  B.  Blaney,  widow 
of  Geoige  Blaney.  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Ordered f  ThUt  leave  be  gt  anted  to  withdraw  from  the  files 
of  tJMi  Senate  the  petitions  of  citiaens  of  San  Francisco, 
California,  presented  January  a,  1&S9,  in  rehuion  lo  the  e»- 
tablisbment  of  a  branch  Mint  at  that  place. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  William  Tell  ZoUickoflfer  have  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  can  now  state  more  at 
length  than  I  could  yesterday  the  facts  under  which 
this  application  is  made.  I  statedto  the  Senate  yes- 
terday that  an  unfavorable  report  had  been  made 
upon  this  individual's  memonal,  but  that  it  had 
never  been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate.  I  can  now 
state  in  addition,  that  an  application  was  made  to 
the  Pension  Office,  and  tnat  a  pension  was  ac- 
tually granted  to  Mr.  Zollickofier.  Hence  he 
does  not  want  any  further  action  in  the  Senate. 
He,  however,  wishes.his  papers  to  be  returned  to 
him,  that  he  may  be  enaoled  to  show  that  a  pen- 
sion ought  to  have  been  granted  to  him  at  the 
Pension  Ofiice  something  like  a  twelvemonth 
earlier  than  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  allowed. 
It  is  und^r  these  circumstances  that  he  asks  a 
withdrawal  of  the  papers. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  E.  A.  McNeil,  widow  of  the  late  General 
John  McNeil,  reported  back  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  thfe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont,  submitted 
a  bill  for  his  relief,  accompanied  by  a  report. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passea  to  the  second 
reading. 

Orders,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  read: 

Reeolved  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  to  said  committee  dnrinf 
the  present  session,  at  the  usual  compensation. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  to  print 
two  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  inundations  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  reported  thereon;  auad  in. 
concurrence  therewith, 

Otderedf  That  three  thousand  additional  copies  be 
printed  of  the  ssid  report— three  hundred  of  which  for  the 
use  of  the  Topographical  Bureau. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  agreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 
to  be  entitled  **  An  act  to  revive  for  a  limited  time 
*  An  act  in  relation  to  donations  of  lands  to  certain 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas;'"  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title  and  're- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

.He  also,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  io  release 
from  reservation  and  restore  to  the  mass  of  the 
public  lands  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  bj 
its  title  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pubhc 
Lands. 

ICE*  BOATS  ON  THE  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator 
from  Texas,  [Mr.  Ruse,]  and  agreeably  to  pre- 
vious notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  mtroauce 
a  Joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  employment 
ofice  boats  on  the  Potomac;  which  is  as  follows: 

Re$olved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreeefUativet  of 
the  United  Statee  in  Congreet  aeeembled.  That  the  Post- 
master General  be  and  he  ui  herebv  suthoriaed,  in  addition 
to  ordinary  steamboat  service  on  the  Potomac,  to  contract 
with  the  Washington  and  Predericksbun  Steamboat  Com- 
pany for  an  elAcient  ice  boat,  or  ice  boats,  being  kept  up  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail  during  the  wintfr  months,  pro- 
vided the  additional  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the  Depart* 
ment  Ibr  keeping  up  such  ice  boat  or  ice  boats  shall  not 
exceed  #90,000  per  annum. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 


REVENUE  FRAUDS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  submitted  the  following  resolu^ 

tion;  which  was  considered  by  imanimous  contet^ 

and  agreed  to: 

Aesolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  thr  Treasmy  be 
ed  to  furnidh  for  the  information  of  the  Senate  a  detait 
statement  of  all  cases  where  seizure  and  conftscahon 
pursuance  of  law  may  have  taken  place  on  the  groiuid 
under  valuation,  or  finiud,  either  in  the  inroice  or  e&i 
made  or  attempted  to  be  made  at  the  custom-house  of  anj 
collection  district  in  the  United  Sutea,  ahibc  tb«tahtr« 
of  the  30th  of  July,  ISM,  went  into  operation,  describi 
any  such  goods,  and  stating  the  place  or  country 
whence  importMl ;  together  with  a  like  statement  of 
seiKures  and  conflscaiions  and  prosecutions,  if  any.  ihi 
may  have  taken  place  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  to 
lectors  and  other  ofBcers  of  the  customs  contained  in 
circular  instructions  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  thn  Trest^ 
under  date  of  the  19th  of  October,  1849,  In  the  .followi 
terms  to  wit :  **  Where  the  value  declared  in  thr  entry  lii 

*  on  due  appraisement  of  the  goods,  be  found  to  be  m 

*  below  the  foreign  cost  or  market  value  as  to  raise  a 

*  sumption  of  being  fraudulentlv  invoiced,  seizure  and 
<  flscniion  of  the  goods  snould  take  place  under  th^ 
'  visions  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  and  prosecutinii 

*  the  oflfendine  party  under  the  ninetnenth  sAoCion  of  the] 

*  tariff  act  of  dDth  August,  1843,  instituted. " 

GENERAL  GBOTtGE  TALCOTT.- 

Mr.  HUNTER,  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator 

from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler,]  submitted 

the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  bjr 

unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Aetotved.  That  the  9ecretar>'  of  War  be  requested  t« 
furnish,  for  the  twe  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  StatM,  s 
copy  o(^  an  original  lener.  on  the  files  of  his  Departmest, 
from  Colonel  Benjamin  Huger  to  General  George  Talcan, 
bearing  date  at  Fort  Monroe  Aisenal,  November  5, 1850.      ' 

CREDITORS  OF  THE  WESTERN  CHER0KEE8. 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN  submitted  the  followiiig  res- 
olution;  which   was  considered  by  ananimoof 
xsonsent,  and  agreed  to: 

Reeotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  and  be  is 
hereby  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  sll 
correspondence  between  his  Department,  iiMindiaf  tbe 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afikirs.and  persona  cMmingtobe 
creditors  of  the  Western  Cherokees,  since  the  tan  wwiaa 
of  Congress,     t ' 

CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  R.  LATIMER. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  that  two  thounnd 

additional  copies  of  thetfhar|:es  and  speciiicationt 

before  a  Court  of  Inquiry  a^nst  WilJiam  K. 

Latimer^  a  captaip  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 

States,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  which  were 

ordered  to  be  printed,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 

Senate — 

Otdered,  That  the  in|9tion.be  referred  to  the  Coowitiee 
on  Printing.  ' 

BOOKS  FOR  NEW  SENATORS. 

The^eiMite  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  B adobe,  to  supply 
each  of  the  new  members  of  the  Senate  with  the 
same  number  and  description  of  books  as  were 
famished  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  of 
the  last  Congress:  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

SPIRIT  RATION  IN  THE  NAVY. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Sitmnbr,  on  the  19th  instant, 
directing  the  Committee  oh  Naval  Afiatrs  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  spirit 
ration  in  the  Navjr  of  tne  United  States,  and  at. 
the  same  time  of  increasing  the  monthly  pay  of 
all  the  enlisted  men  in  the  service;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  sahne  por^ 
poses;  • 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  relstires 
of  certain  officers  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
brig  Washington,  who  were  lost  overboard  in  a 
hurricane; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Illinois  to  select 
the  residue  of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entidcA 
under  the  act  of  3d  March,  18^,  eranting  land  ao 
aid  that  State  in  opening  a  canal  *to  connect  tl^« 
waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with  those  of  LsKe 
Michigan;  and 

A  bill  to  admit  the  Hermaphrodite  brig  Sy/- 
phide  to  registry. 

REPORTS  OP  SENATE  PROCEEDINGS, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 

the  following  resolution^  submitted  by  Mr.  Nonua 

on  the  20th  mstant: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  he  and  li«  ^ 
hereby  authoiixed  and  instructed  to  audit,  and  ftoea  tiRi«  ^ 
time  to  settle,  the  account  of  John  C.  Rlveafor  tliercf«(tt 
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of  ttie  Senate  proceedingt  aiul  debmtea  published  in  the 
Daify  Gioie,  atf7  50  per  column. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  suppose  that  the  Senate  an- 
deretands  iiilly  this  whole  subject;  but  still  I  will 
make  a  very  brief  explanation.  As  long  ago  as 
1846,  a  proposition  was  made  in  the  Senate  that 
the  then  editors  of  the  Gtche,  Messrs.  Blair  and 
RiTes,  and  the  editors  of  the  STaiionat  ItUeUigenctr, 
should  publish  reports  of  the  debates  in  the  Senate. 
By  that  resolution  twelve  copies  were  authorized 
to  be  taken  by  each  Senator,  of  both  publications. 
The  editors  of  the  Muional  JnUUigeneer  refused 
to  publish  so  small  a  number  at  the  price  proposed. 
The  price  was  six  dollars  per  copy  for  the  long 
session,  and  three  dollars  per  copy  for  the  short 
session.  Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives  accepted  the 
proposition,  and  the  work  was  published  by  Blair 
and  Rives,  and  subsequently-by  Mr.  Rives,  up  to 
this  time.  Those  publications  at  that  time,  as  I 
understand,  contained  merely  synopses  of  the  de- 
bates, Except  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional 
Gioh€f  in  wnich  were  published  speeches  at  length, 
revised  by  tho«e  who  made  them.  In  1847,  the 
Senate  employed  Dr.  Houston  to  make  full  reports. 
He  went  on  throughout  the  long  session  of  1847- '48, 
and  then  his  contract  was  given  up.  In  1848,  the 
Senate  made  a  proposition  to  the  editors  of  the 
^4stumal  InklUgencer  and  the  editors  of  the  Union, 
to  publish  the  debates  in  full  at  |7  50  per  column. 
Those  papers  continued  to  publish  the  debates  in 
foil  up  to  the  dose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
At  that  time  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  gave 
notice  that  they  would  no  longer,  on  their  part, 
continue  the  contract;  and  they  have  abandoned 
it  altogether.  It  was  then  understood  that  the 
editors  of  the  Union  would  likewise  abandon  the 
contract  on  account  of  the  price  which  the  Senate 
paid  not  being  sufficient,  as  was  alleged. 

Mr.  Rives,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session 
of  Congress,  employed  a  corps  of  reporters  to 
make  up  these  reports,  and  they  are  now  pub- 
lished daily  in  the  Daily  Qhbe,  and  laid  upon  our 
tables.    Of  the  manner  In  which  these  repons 
Wave  been  made,  the  Senate  is  able  to  judge,    t  pre- 
maot  that  no  more  efficient  corps  of  repo^rs  can 
be  found  Anywhere.    So  far  as  I  have  examined 
Kboa,  they  have  been  made  with  great  accuracy 
and  fnmptness.    It  is  necessary  that  these  re- 
ports should  come  from  some  source,  in  order  to 
Hiabk  Mr.  Rives  to  fulfill  his  contract  for  thesup- 
jrfy  of  the  Congressional  Qlobe^    Mr.  Rives  com- 
menced the  undertaking  at  this  session,  without 
any  authority  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  I 
bave  introduced  this  resolution  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate,  whether  they  will  continue  the  reports 
which  he  has  been  makmg.    I  hope  thev  will;  for 
I  believe  it  important  that  the  reports  of  the  debates 
in  the  Senate  should  be  faithfully  made,  and  put 
in  a  form  to  be  preserved.    I  hope  the  resolution 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WAliKGR.  If  I  understand  the  proposi- 
tion, it  is  to  do  nothing  more  in  regara  to  the 
Dsi^  Globe  than  we  have  heretofore  oeen  doing 
with  rmrd  to  the  National  JntelHgeneer. 

Mr.  NORRIS,    Nothing  more. 

Bdhr.  WALKER.  I  am  in  favor  of  it;  and  I 
think  that  if  we  have  ever  had  good  and  prompt 
veports  of  debates  since  I  have  been  here,  they 
have  been  in  the.Olobe  during  this  session.  The 
leading  Reporter  for  that  paper  for  this  session 
can  perform  ahnoat  a  miracle  in  the  way  of  re- 
porting, for  ht.  can  report  me  literally  when  I 
speak  in  my  most  rapid  manner.  I  have  been 
astonished  at  (he  correctness  of  the  reports/or  the 
CSIo6e,  and  I  riiould  regret  exceedingly  to  see  them 
discontinued. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  concur  in  everything  which  ha& 
been  said  in  favor  of  these  reports;  but  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  wish  to  see  corrected.  We  hire 
reporters  to  report  what  is  done  and  said  in  tJie 
Senate;  but  we  shall  never  have  oreciaely  that  so 
long  as  the  practice  is  tolerated  or  allowing  mem- 
bers to  revise  their  speeches.  In  these  revised 
■peeches  I  freouentljr  find  omitted  things  that  were 
taid,  and  I  And  put  in  things  that  were  not  said. 
This  oflfer  has  oeen  very  kindly  made  to  me  by 
the  reporters;  but  I  told  them  to  take  what  I  say 
jott  as  I  say  it.  I  do  not  want  to  make  a  speech 
lAcrward. '  If  it  is  nonsense,  let  it  be  nonsense. 

I  decidedly  object  to  this  revising  of  speeches  to 
p  out  as  speeclies  that  are  made;  and  I  nope  some 
mode  win  be  adopted  by  which  the  very  faithful 
sbA  aeeorate  reports  we  do  have  when  they  are 
not  itvifled  or  corrected,  wfll  be  allowed  to  go  aa 


they  are  reported;  and  that  Senators  will  not  be 

Eernfitted  to  send  out  as  said  what  is  not  said.    I 
ope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Mr.  G  WIN.  I  wish  to  say  a  single  word  upon 
the  point  raised  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 1 1  is  highly  probable  that  that  Senator  may 
be  so  distinctly  heard  as  to  be  reported  accurately 
on  all  occasions,  but  I  say  very  candidly  that  I 
cannot  be;  and  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  add  to 
the  reports  of  mv  speeches  that  which  1  intended 
to  say,  whether  1  said  it  or  not.  1  do  not  speak 
for  display;  but  if  I  did  not  sometimes  revise,  as 
I  have  intimated,  I  should  be  put  in  a  wrong  po- 
isition  before  mjr  constituents.  The  Congressional 
Globe  is  an  official  work.  It  is  to  be  put  into  tlie 
archives  of  the  country,  and  I  have  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary,  when  speaking  on  questions  of 
importance  to  my  own  constituents,  to  see  th^t  1 
amput  right. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
according  to  the  rules,  the  resolution  must  have 
three  readings.  The  rule  of  the  Senate  is,  that  all 
resolutions  proposing^  umeiidmenis  to  the  Consti- 
tution, or  to  which  the  approbation  and  signature 
of  the  President  of,  the  United  States  may  be  re- 
quisite, or  which  may  grant  moner  out  of  the 
contingent  or  any  other  fund,  shall  be  treated  in 
all  respects  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  pro- 
ceedings on  them  in  the  Senate  in  a  similar  man- 
ner with  bills.  This  is  a  resolution  to  provide 
for  auditing  and  settling  accounts,  and  therefore 
appropriates  money,  and  must  have  three  readings. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  merely  to  say  that  1 
hope  this  resolution  will  pass,  and  expressly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale.]  I  know  of  no  gei\^e- 
man  who,  it  seems  to  me,  is  pursuing  a  course 
more  adverse  to  his  own  interests  and  pubhc  rep- 
utation, as  deservedly  high  as  his  is,  in  opposing 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  iiot  oppose  the  resolution. 
I  am  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  understood  Uie  Senator  to 
oppose  so  much  of  the  proposition  as  authorized 
the  revision  of  speeches. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  no  such  proposition  m 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senator  Arom  New 
Hampshire  so  commonly  speaks  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate,  and  so  seldom  wanders  from  it, 
that  I  really  supposed  that  something  of  the  kind 
was  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  body.  I  think 
it  is  very  mucb  to  be  regretted  that  the  Senator 
has  not  taken  the  pains  to  revise  some  of  his 
speeches.  I  will  not  say  that  they  need  any  addi- 
tion ;  but  some  of  them  very  much  stood  m  need 
of  the  inverted  stylus:  and  I  know  no  gentleman 
in  this  country,  considering  the  large  fame  which 
he  enjoys,  who  has  suffers  more  from  want  of 
the  expuneing  process,  in  -  some  of  the  speeches 
which  he  nas  made  in  this  Chamber.  My  regret 
for  him  on  this  account  is  so  great,  that,  if  he  is 
not  willing  to  take  the  labor  of  striking'  out  un- 
necessary passages  for  himself,  I  would  ue  almost 
willing  to  take  that  labor  on  nayself,  though  I 
very  rarely  do  it  in  my  own  speeches. 

Mr.  HALE.  In  answer  to  that  I  would  say, 
that  I  do  not,  like  some  other  younff  eentlemen, 
come  here  to  make  a  display  of  myself  by  talking. 
When  I  talk  it  i^  for  the  country.  Let  those  gen- 
tlemen who  are  anxious  for  a  rhetorical  reputation, 
pore  over  the  midnight  lamp,  and  put  prepositions 
into  their  speeches,  and  add  other  ornaments  of 
rhetoric;  but  do  not  let  them  find  fault  with  the 

Eractical  business-men  of  th^  {Senate  who  come 
ere  to  do  the  business  of  the  country,  because 
they  have  not  been  able  to  run  a  race  with  them 
in  rhetorical  declamations.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  the  Senate  should  set  apart  a  day  when  these 
gentlemen  shall  come  in  and  display  themselves. 
Saturday  afternoon  might  be  a  very  convenient 
time.  fLaughter.]  I  am  perfectly  willine  that  a 
corps  of  reporters  should  be  here  and  unoerstand 
that  they  are  only  to  make  the  skeletons;  and  that 
tht  ornaments  are  to  be  put  in  afterwards  by  the 
^ntlemen  themselves.  Though  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  chat,  what  I  want  is,  tluit  when  we  have  a 
corps  of  reporters  to  keep  a  record  of  what  is  said, 
we  should  have  what  is  said.  I  do  not  want  to 
trust  to  the  fertile  imaerination  that  may  be  licked 
into  shape  over  the  midnieht  hump  afterwards,  and 

rut  in  as  being  said  on  Uie  spur  of  the  moment, 
am  hut  a  plain  blunt  man.    I  speak  what  oc- 
curs to  me  at  the  time  I  speak.    If  it  is  not  in  the 


ornate  form  in  which  the  elaborate  productions  of 
the  eloquent  Senator  fros^  North  Carolina  appear, 
perhaps  it  is  my  'misfortune.  I  do  not  make 
apeechcNB  for  schoolboys  to  declaim  at  academi- 
cal exhibitions,  and  to  have  a  star  affixed,  and 
'*  J.  P.  Hale  "  put  against  the  piece.  I  have  no 
desire  for  anything  of  that  sort.  1  merely  speak 
for  my  constituents  and  for  the  country.  I  speak 
the  suggestions  of  my  own  heart  in  the  plainest 
way  in  which  they  occur  to  me.  I  am  not  desi- 
rous of  any  reputation,  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator thinks  I  have  jeoparded  by  not  looking  over 
my  speeches  after  they  have  been  delivered.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Why,  here  is  a  most  eminent 
example  of  the  propriety  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor's revising  his  speeches.  What  would  the  hon- 
orable Senator  himself,  what  would  any  other  man 
of  taste  think  of  what  he  has  just  said  about 
*Micking  a  fertile  imagination  into  shape?*'  I 
hope  he  will  correct  that  anyhow.  [Lauehter.1 
But  the  honorable  Senator  compels  me,  which  i 
did  not  desire  to  do  before,  to  assien  an  additional 
and  much  stronger  reason  than  I  did  assign,  why 
I  wished  he  would  look  over  and  expurgate  his 
peeches.  I  mentioned  a  reason  which  affiscted 
him  personally,  and  it  was  a  very  grave  and  se- 
rious one.  But  there  is  another  and  higher  reason . 
)  wished  it  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  for  a 

freat  many  inflictions  have  been  imposed  upon  it 
y  the  honorable  Senator,  which,  Iliave  no  doubt, 
in  his  calmer  and  more  judicious  moments,  if  he 
ever  has  any  such,  he  would  have  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HALE.  One  single  word  more.  The 
reason  the  honorable  Senator  assigns,  shows  that 
he  supposes  that  the  country  reads  my  speeches, 
and,  therefore,  he  thinks  that  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
puj^ted.  He  would,  therefore,  seem  to  imply, 
that  some  speeches  are  made  here,  which  the  coun- 
try does  not  trouble  itself  about,  even  so  much  as 
to  read.  That  I  regard  as  a  compliment.  -  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  say  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  continue  this  contest  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man for  the  last  word.  His  wit  is  fi^etting  low, 
end  there  is  nothing  left  of  the  wine  but  the  lees. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  HALE.    You  had  better  not  have  said  that. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  say  but  one  word.  It 
will  be  recollected,  that  at  the  last  session  this  sub- 
ject was  before  the  Senate,  and  a  proposition  was 
distinctly  made  that  no  Senator  should  revise  his 
speeches.  Well,  if  by  not  revising  is  meant,  that 
a  Senator  is  not  to  look  over  the  notes  of  the  re- 
porters, and  correct  them  where  errors  can  be 
found,  it  is  a  species  of  tyranny  to  which  no  Le- 
gislature in  the  world  would  submit.  I  am  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  condition  as  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  California.  It  is  difficult  for  the  reporters 
to  report  me.  It  is  not  their  fault;  it  is  mine. 
From  some  defect,  or  owing  to  my  hasty  enun- 
ciation, I  cannot  be  heard  as  distinctly  as  many 
Senators.  I  know  from  experience,  that  I  cannot 
be  exactly  reported  on  this  account.  If  a  Senator 
was  not  to  be  allowed  to  look  over  his  remarks 
and  corrsct  an  emgious  mistake  when  he  found 
one,  no  one  would  submit  to  it.  If  mistakes  can 
be  found,  are  these  reports  to  be  like  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  unalterable?  Cannot  I 
put  myself  riffht,  if  I  find  an  error  in  regard  to  my 
position  ?  How  far  a  Senator  should  go  in  the 
operation  of  revising  his  remarks,  must  depend 
upon  himself.  He  ought  to  put  in  nothing  con- 
cerning anybody  else,  or  anything  which  would 
convey  a  false  idea  of  what  he  said.  But  to  say 
that  a  Senator  shall  not  revise  or  correct  to  any 
extent  the  notes  of  the  reporters,  is  to  put  him  in 
a  position  that  no  one  would  subi^it  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  has  been 
read  a  first  time.    Shall  it  have  a  second/ reading? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  want  to  put  myself  in  a 
false  position.  I  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  a 
Senator's  looking  over  his  speech  and  making 
right  that  which  he  said.  What  I  object  to  is 
erasing  what  he  did  say,  and  putting  in  what  he 
did  not  say. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Does  any  one  do  that  ? 

Mr.  GWIN.    Name  the  Senator  who  does  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  is  a 
criminal  matter;  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter  which 
every  Senator  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  do.  I  may 
be  mistaken  in  fact,  but  1  have  looked  over  the 
last  long  speech  made  in  the  Senate,  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mal* 
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LORY,]  with  some  care,  to  find  a  remark  in  it  to 
which  I  had  replied;  \mi  1  could  not  find  a  word 
of  it  in  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator.  The 
poor  reniarks"which  I  made  were  published  as  a 
reply  to  somelhing  which,  by  the  reporu  of  the 
Senate,  did  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  said. 
That  is  one  instance,  but  it  is  not  a  solitary  in- 
stance. I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  matter  of 
reproach  to  the  Senator  from  Florida,  because  it 
is  a  thing  which  is  frequently  and  commonly  done. 
What  I  complain  of^  and  whot  I  think  ought  not  to 
be  done,  is,  that  Senators  are  allowed  to  erase  what 
they  said,  and  substitute  what  they  did  not  say. 
I  do  not  complain  of  anything  to  which  the  hon- 
orable Senators  from  California  and  Michigan 
allude,  to  make  correct  what  they  did  say;  but 
what  I  complain  of  is,  that  our  reports  show 
thin^  to  be  said  which  are  not  said. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

No  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  without  amenament,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
which  was  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  atid 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Stale  of  Iowa  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  certain  raibroads  in  said 
Slate. 

To  this  bill  there  was  an  amendment  reported 
by  the  Cnmmittee  on  Public  Lands,  and  the  ques- 
tion at  the  adjournment  yesterday  was  on  the 
adoption  ^f  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FELCH.  There  are  one  or  two  verbal 
amendmenis  which  I  wish  to  make.  In  the  ninth 
line  of  the  first  section,  speaking  of  the  right  to 
take^*  timber,  stones,  &c.,**  I  wish  to  strike  out 
**&c.,**  and  insert  **  and**  between  the  words 
**  timber,  stones,'*  so  as  to  tnake  it  read  **  timber 
and  stones.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FELCU.  I  wish  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  in  the  nineteenth  Hne  of 
the  second  section  the  word  **  right*'  after  the 
word  "preemption.**  The  word  •*  right*'  is  an 
omission  of  the  printer. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr*  ATCHISON.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Dodgk]  will  not  object,  1  will  move  tm  strike 
tout  all  after  the  word  **  States'*  in  the  sixth  line 
of  the  fourth  section — that  is  «*  free  from  toll  or 
other  charge,'*  &c.  I  make  this  motion  because  I 
believe  that  this  imposition  on  the  line  would  be 
wrong  in  iuelf— that  it  would  be  an  imposition  of 
a  buraen  upon  this  road  that  should  not  be  re- 
quired. There  is  no  equivalent  in  this  bill  for  any 
auch  reservation-*4t  least  none  that  I  am  aware 
of.  If  there  is  any  such,  1  would  be  glad  if  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  or 
some  other  eentleman,  would  point  it  out.  Now, 
air,  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  quantity  of  Qov- 
emmeni  stores  in  the  Q,uarterroa8ter*s  Department 
and  the  Department  of  the  Commissary  is  now 
transported  bv  the  Missouri  river  to  the  western 
frdnuers  of  tne  States  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  for 
the  supply  of  tiie  army,  not  only  on  the  frontiers 
of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  but  upon. the  upper  flat  on 
the  whole  route  to  California  and  New  Mexico. 
These  supplies  are  transported  by  the  Missouri 
river,  and  thence  across  the  plains  of  New  Mex- 
ico; and  at  various  points  military  posts  are  to  be 
established  on  the  route  to  California  and  Oregon. 
Th«y  can  receive  supplies  from  no  other  source; 
and!  cannot  therefore  but  think  that  this  immense 
anu>unt  of  stores  to  be  transported  free  of  all  cost 
and  charge  is  an  imposition  on  this  railroad  for 
which  no  equivalent  whatever  is  provided  in  the 
bill.  For  these  reasons  I  move  to  amend  by  stri- 
kine  out  the  words  which  I  have  designated. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  appreciate  the  mo- 
tives of  my  friend  from  Missouri  in  oflTering  the 
amendment  to  which  he  has  alluded.  I  concur 
with  him  in  every  word  that  he  has  said  in  refer- 
ence to  that  provision,  but  I  am  so  anxious  for 
the  passage  or  the  bill  that  I  would  rather  take  it 
with  some  defects  than  risk  it  by  pressing  such  an 
amendment.  We  have  been  working  to  get  this 
bill  for  two  or  three  years  past.  Our  State  has 
held  eonvmition  after  conventioo  on -the  subject, 


and  our  Legislatures  have  again  and  again  in- 
structed us  to  press  it,  and  to  give^it  all  our  atten- 
tion, and  for  that  reason  I  shall  have  to  oppose 
any  amendment  which  may  retard  its  passage. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Well,  I  am  not  particular 
about  the  amendment.     I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  r^et  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  has  withdrawn  his  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  this  is  a  question  which  is  to  ^o  before 
the  country,  and  I  wish  that  the  principle  ujpon 
which  we  act  may  be  fully  understood.  The 
principle  first  laid  aown  by  the  Senator  ft-om  Mis- 
souri is,  tliat  the  grant  of  land  which  is  made 
really  confers  no  favor  on  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
but  for  the  moral  influence  which  might  result 
from  giving  this  land  to  that  State,  he  would  not 
Accept  it. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  said  no  such  thing  as  the 
Senator  states. 

Mr.  DAWSON.     The  proposition  is,  that  it 
will  be  of  no  advantage.   I  want  to  place  this  sub- 
ject properly  before  the  country.     The  principle 
IS  this  :  that  giving  alternate  sections  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  these 
railroads,  increases  the  value  of  the  other  sections 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  the  land  ^ill  be 
sold  for  pi  50  per  acre.    If  the  Government  lands 
appreciate  to  tnat  extent,  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  State  of  Iowa  will  increase  in  value  also  to 
the  same  extent.      The  price  of  the  public  lands 
to  be  given  by  this  bill  will  amount,  at  ^  50  per 
acre,  to  four  and  ti  half  millions  of  dollars;  and  of 
course  the  railroad  company  will  be  reimbursed 
to  that  extent;  they  will  get  four  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars  by  this  bill. 
•  The  ouestion  1  propose  is  this:  is  not  such  a 
grant  aaecided  benefit  to  the  State  of  Iowa?    Wilt 
not  her  citizens  receive  an  appropriation  equiva- 
lent to  14,500,000',  and  have  a  railroad  built  ex- 
tending from  Keokuck  to  Dubuque?    This  result, 
then»  will  arise,  that  the  State  of  Iowa  will  receive, 
out  of  the  public  lands,  a  revenue  annually  for  all 
the  transportation  over  that  road,  equivalent  to  the 
necessary  expenses  of  supporting  her  government, 
and  the  people  of  Iowa,  oy  a  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  proceeds  from  this  road,  will  be  ex- 
empt from  State  taxation.    And  how?'  Byap- 
firopriating  the  proceeds  of  the  gift  of  the  pubuc 
anas.    And  while  she  is  thus  reuevea  from  taxa- 
tion, the  other  States  will  be  left  without  any  aid 
whatever.    But,  Mr.  President,  gentlemen  say  we 
are  merely  throwing  ourselves  upon  a  principle 
without  being  controlled  by  it.    From  Keokuck  to 
Dubuque,  in  Iowa,  is  tlie  finest  section  of  the 
State,  and  all  the  pubUc  lands  are  nearly  taken  up 
upon  the  route  directly  between  these  two  points. 
As  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Atchison] 
said,  the  citizens  have  already  gone  on  in  antici- 
pation of  these  railroads  being  constructed  accord- 
uig  to  the  rotftes  surveyed,  and  taken  up  the  pub- 
lic lands.    This  bill  ismscussed  upon  the  principle, 
that  the  whole  of  the  lands  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes of  the  road  belong  to  the  public  lands;  and 
that  when  you  give  away  one  section  to  aid  in 
constructing  the  road,  you  increase  the  value  of 
the  rest,  while  the  fact  is,  all  the  land  is  taken. 
What  will  be  the  next  proposition  ?    Why,  at  the. 
next  Congress,  perhaps,  tnere  will  be  an  appUca- 
tion  similar  to  the  one  made  by  Illinois,  and  onf 
made  by  another  Senator.    They  say  you  in- 
tended to  give  alternate  sections  on  the  line  of  the 
proposed  road  or  canal;  but  the  public  lands  are 
all  taken  up;  we  have  got  about  one  third  or  one 
fourth  of  tne  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  granted,  and  now  we  call  upon  Con- 
ffress — to  do  what  ?    To  decide,  as  we  dul  yester- 
day, to  authorize  them  to  select  their  lanon  any- 
where in  the  State.    Now,  that  is  the  principle  on 
which  you  stand,  that  you  increase  the  price  of 
the  public  lands;  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
You  get  two  thirds,  if  not  three  fourths  of  the 
lands  distant  from  the  railroads.    Is  it  not  aban- 
doning the  principle  on  which  we  first  started, 
when  we  giveaway  the  public  lands  to  make  roads 
from  them.    I  do  not  suppose  that  my  opposition 
will  avail  an  ything.    I  have  been  here  long  enough 
to  apprehend  that  the  bill  will  pass.     I  know  there 
is  a  moit  extraordinary  complication  of  mterests 
in  favor  of  the  principle  of  giving  away  these  lands. 
While  some  wish  the  lands  to  be  given  to  the  States 
in  which  they  lie,  there  are  those  who  wish  to  see 
the  revenue  of  the  country  derived  from  taxation; 
and  because  they  desire  to  justify  ibe  increase  of 
a  tariff  Ibi'that  purpose,  these  two  iateresta  com- 


bine, and  will  always  control  this  question.    And 
what  becomes  of  me  public  lands  ?    They  ^  u^ 
the  new  States,  and  are  used  up  by  the  ^tea 
where  they  Ue,  and  their  prosperity  is  gready  in- 
creased.   Now,  there  ar^  railroads  throufi^h  alTtluiJt 
country,  and  the  whole  country  is  going  on  to 
prosper  more  than  ev^r  before.     I  do  not  re^et. 
that;  but  what  I  say  is,  amidst  their  prospentf, 
whilst  they  go  on  so.  finely,  let  them  remembtr 
this,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and 
tha  public  lAnds  themselves,  belong  equally  to 
all  tne  States  of  this  Union;  let  them,  while 
we    act    Uberally   towards   them,    act   liberally 
towards  us  who   belong  to  the  old  States,     if 
you  are  determined  to  take  the  course  you  are 
pursuing  with  respect  to  the  public  lands,  do  it  ia 
a  spirit  of  magnanimity  and  kindness  and  liberal- 
ity.   Say   to  the  old  State  of  North  Carolina, 
Every  one  of  your  railroads  haa  been  built  with 
your  own  money;  say  to  her,  that  although  she 
has  thousands  of  acres  of  barren  land,*and  her 
people  are  sparsely  settled  over  the  State,  yet  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  have  carried  a  railroad 
through  a  pine  country  immediatdy  in  the  ndgh- 
borhood  of  the  sea>shore  for  hundreds  of  miles, 
and  this  by  the  labor  of  their  own  hands.    And 
when  you  go  to  the  fine  rich  Unds  on  the  waters 
of  the  Missouri ,  what  do  you  fin^  ?    You  find 
railroads  everywhere  all  taken  from  the  public 
lands,  and  not  a  dollar  from  the  pockets  of  the 
citizens,  for  which  land,  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  roads.  North  Carolina  contributed  as 
much  as  other  States.    I  say  to  my  younger  sis- 
ters. Take  this  property,  but  at  the  same  time  do 
it  with  magnammity;  reel  some  r^rard  for,  some 
attachment  to,  the  old  States  which  gained  your 
independence  and  gave  you  birth,  and  gave  you 
the  hberty  to  control  and  manage  these  lands  to- 
day.   Say  to  them,  with  mafirnanimity,  We  will 
divide  honestly  and  fairly  wim  you,  and  we  will 
not  combine  with  the  Representatives  of  the  new 
States,  or  others  who  fisivor  that  particular  interest 
which  desires  that  thp  avails  of  the  public  lands, 
up  shall  never  go  into  the  treasury  or  the  country. 
It  you  will  cotte  to  that,  you  will  have  no  opposi- 
tion from  me.    I  appeal  to  the  Senate  if  I  nave 
uttered  an  illiberal  expression  with  regard  to  the 

fiublic  lands;  and  I  believe  that  my  friend  from 
owa,  [Mr.  Dodge,]  if  he  were  in  my  position, 
would  occupy  the  same  ground  that  I  do  on  this 
question.  Why?  Because  I  stand  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  truth  and  equity.  I  stand  upon  the 
ground  that  these  lands  belong  to -the  people,  and 
that  the  people,  either  in  their  indiviaual  chArac- 
ter,  or  their  representative  character,  as  the  peoplt 
of  the  different  States,  are  entitled  equally  to  the 
lands  and  the  'proceeds  of  the  lands.  Is  there  a 
Senator  here  who  can  lay  his  hand  on  his  hsart 
and  say  it  is  not  true?    Is  there  one?    Not  one. 

I  wish  to  be  understood.  I  have  been  opposed 
to  the  distribution  of  the  public  lands.  I  was  op- 
posed to  it  when  I  was  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives; but  my  opinions  have  changed,  and 
I  am  willing  to  divide  these  lands  among  the 
States  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  and 
the  eduoation  of  the  people;  and  1  maintain  thai 
when  we  go  upon  that  principle,'«very  part  of 
this  country  is  entitled  to  the  same  share.  Let 
this  bUl  pass,  and  let  the  impression  of  justice  be 
made  upon  the  Senate,  ana  say  that  we  are  all 
entitled,  that  we  will  adopt  a  plan  by  which  oM 
Virginia  and  Massachusetts,  and  ertry  State  in 
the  Union,  shall  come  in  for  her  proper  share. 

Mr.  HALE,  (in  his  seat.)  And  New  Hamp- 
shire. •     ' 

Mr.  DAWSON.     Yes,  and  even  New  Hamp- 
shire.   The^  are  my  views  ab<ybt  this  mattsr, 
although  I  make  these  remarks  with  no  hope  diat 
this  bill  can  be  defeated.    If  the  number  of  acres 
were  five  miltions  instead  of  eighteen  hundred, 
thousand,  I  suppose  it  would  be  given.  And  acme 
of  the  States  have  got  seven  millions  of  acres,  and 
they  say  the  property  is  increased  in  value,  so  as 
to  be  worth  aouole  the  Government  price,  which 
makes  the  whole  value  given  to  one  State,  about 
118,000,000.    And  yet  my  friend  from  Missouri, 
when  he  was  making  that  liberal  speech  yesterday, 
and  saying  in  his  fine,  manly  voice,  that  he  con- 
sidered this  as  conferring  no  very  great  favor,  and 
talked  about  the  public  property  'being  transported 
free  of  charge,  and  seemed  per^tly  indignant  that 
Congress  should  ask  any  compensation  for  tha 
public  lands,  knew  the.  very  ^reaX  advantage  that 
Mistouri  would  derive  fipom  it.    He  is  iaufiiiof 
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io  bis  sJeeTe  At  the  habits  of  the  people  of  thtf  old 
giAteSi  and  at  their  sleepy  condition.  We  are 
divided  tu  the  old  States;  and  why?  .There  are 
mo  interests — the  tariff  and  anti-tariff— and  the 
question  is,  whether  we  will  hold  on  to  the  public 
Jaods  to  derive  a  revenue  from  them  or  not. 
Some  say,  let  the  lands  go,  and  then  we  will  have 
a  tariff:  arid  our  Democratic  friends  in  the  West- 
em  States,  who  are  so  antt^tariff,  are  fKvofing  the 
tariff  party.  Why  ?  Because  they  get  the  benefit 
of  the  public  lands,  and  consider  them  of  more 
benefit  tlwn  the  injury  they  will  receive  from  a 
tariff.  Interest  is  at  ihe  bottom,  and  controls 
e^ery  one  of  them 

A  SevATOR.    More  or  less. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Yes,  more  or  less.  Why  do 
I  oppose  this  bill?  Not  that  I  expect  the  bill  will 
be  defeated;*  All  I  ask  is  this:  1  want  Congress 
to  be  brought  up  to  the  point;  because  I  intend  to 
more,  at  a  particular  day,  for  a  division  of  the 
pablic  loads  among  the  States— that  thelands  them* 
lelrcs  may  be  divided,  and  not  (he  proceeds  of  the 
bnds.  And  wh^  will  1  do  this?  That  thepublic 
haids  may  be  fairly  settled,  and  the  proceeds  be 
(tivided  among  whom  ?  Among  those  who  are  en- 
titled to  them,  the  people  of  these  States,  and  not 
the  people  of  any  particular  portion  of  them,  and 
tmder  a  ^e^eral  division.  And  in  making  that 
diriiion.  1  will  be  liberal  to  the  younger  members 
of  this  Confederacy,  as  we  have  always  been,  by 
giriiig  them  all  reasonable  advantages;  and  at  the 
nlie  time  say  to  them,  we  do  not  desire  them, 
because  we  are  thus  liberal,  to  strip  us  of  every 
ri^t,  and  theil  remind  us,  when  the  Indian  treaties 
come  up,  and  we  are  paying  annuities  year  aAer 
jnar  to  the  Indians,  that  we  pay  them  to  get  more 
W  to  make  railroads,  while  the  lands  are  paid 
lor  out  of  the  taxes  imposed  upon  the  whole  peo- 
ple. Sir,  if  the  people  understood  this  subiect, 
tbey  would  not  submit  to  it,  because  you  tax  them 
uuraaUir,  and  throw  the  money  into  the  Treasury 
to  boy  lands  from  the  Indians,  to  give  to  particular 
Stales  to'  make  railroads,  thereby  making  the 
people  of  the  whole  country  pay  for  these  rail- 
nmh  &>^  not  the  people  who  own  them.  I  regret 
Ikl  I  have  detained  the  Senate  so  long.  I  have 
iMietlMse  remarks,  not  with  the  expectation  of 
(fffcrtiiy  the  passage  of  this  bill,  but  that  the  ob- 
ject of  it  roiglu  be  made  known  to  the  country, 
»ad$Bai  the  people  may  understand  what  we  are 


Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  will  say  but  one  word 
on  this  subject.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  admits 
tiiat  this  grant  is  Mght  and  should  be. made,  but 
tbat  Georgia  must  have  her  share  of  the  public 
hnds.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  his  ar- 
gumeiK.  Let  him  bring  forward  his  biU  for  that 
porpose,  and  then  we  will  discuss  it. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  That  is  not  the  question. 
We  are  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country.  I  see  that  by  the  arrangements 
jo»  have  made,  you  have  determined  on  this 
course;  but  it  is  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  old 
States  of  this  Union.  You  have  the  power  to  pass 
tkis  \>ill,  but  if  it  is  done  I  consider  it  as  done  by 
force;  and  I  say  if  you  do  this  in  the  use  of  the 
power  you  have,  exercise  that  power  with  be- 
eomiog  justice  and  propriety  towards  the  other 
States. 

Mr.  HUICTER.  I  have  very  little  to  say  on 
thii  subject,  for  I  feel  assured,  as  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  has  expressed  himself,  that  this  bill  is 
destined  to  pass.  And  yet,  sir,  I  am  so  strongly 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
Bjrstem  in  relation  to^the  disposition  of  thesvpub- 
hc  lands,  that  I  feel  bound  to  say  a  word  or  two 
is  relation  to  the  bill  before  it  passes. 

1  have  listened  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 
vho  have  spoken  in  favor  of  this  bill,  not  only 
yesterday,  but  on  prior  occasions,  and  they  have 
&iled  to  convince  me  that  we  are  doing  equafjustice 
to  all  the  States  of  the  Confederacy  when  we  make 
tocb  a  disposition' of  the  public  lands  as  is  here 
proposed. 

My  friend  from  Missouri  endeavored  yesterday 
to  prove  that  we  were  giving  nothing  away  when 
we  were  disposing  of  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa; 
vak  I  was  really  afraid  that  before  he  was  done  he 
wotdd  endeavor  to  prove  that  we  had  brought  our- 
■elves  intXK.  debt,  and  would  ask  that  we  should 
nGoquisb  the  remaining  alternate  sections  for  the 
PVIpost  of  paying  fbr  the  transportation  of  those 
vMpKinl  ctorM  for  ths  promion  of  whishr  in  this 
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bill  he  .complains  sp  much.  And  yet,  if  he  will 
look  to  what  has  been  given,  and  to  what  is  asked 
to  he  given,  of  the  pubUo  lands  for  internal  im- 
provements in  the  snaps  of  railroads  and  canals, 
ne  will  find  that  we  have  given  and  are  continuing 
to  give  a  very  great  deal.  I  will  not  refer  to  what 
has  been  given  heretofore  for  the  construction  of 
canals,  because  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the 
matter  in  detail;  but  I  will  just  look  to  see  what 
it  is  that  th*jgentiematr  calls  nothing,  by  referring 
to  what  has  been  done  in  relation  to  railroads,  and 
what  is  proposed  now  to  be  done.  Last  session 
of  Congress  we  passed  an  act  similar  to  this  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  Illinois,  and  we 
were  told  that  we  had  granted  more  land  for  the 
building  of  that  road  than  is  now  asked  for  by 
this  bill.  We  have  this  act  which  will  require 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hundred  thousand  acres  to 
satisfy  its  provisions,  and  yre  have  another  grant- 
ing the  rignt  of  way  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and 
a  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  aid  of  the  co{istruc- 
tion  of  a  railway  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph,  in 
said  State.  These  are  all  bills  which  are  destined 
to  pass  if  this  bill  should  pass  in  the  Senate.  We 
have,  also,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the 
Flortaa,  Atlantic,  and  Gulf  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  appropriating  lahds  to  the  State  of  Florida  in 
aid  of  the  construction  of  the  said  railroad  and 
branches. 

Then,  again,  we  have  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  a  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  land  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  making  a 
raihroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the  western  limits  of 
the  said  State. 

And  a  bill  granting  tlie  right  of  wa^  and  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Florida  and  Ala- 
bama, to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
the  waters  of  Pensacola  Bay,  in  Florida,  to  Mont- 
gomery, in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  the  public  land 
for  the  porpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  rail-  1 
road  from  Milwoiukie  to  Prairie  la  Crosse,  in 
Wisconsin. 

And  another  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
land  for  the  purpose  of*^  locating  and  constructing 
a  railroad  from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Janesville. 

Then  we  have  another  bill  granting  to  the  State 
of  Alabama  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  land  for  making  a  railroad  from  Selma  to 
Tennessee  river. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Musis^ppi 
the  right  of  wav  and  a  donation  of  public  land,  for 
the  purpose  of^  locating  a  railroad  from  Brandon 
to  the  eastern  border  of  said  State,  in  the  direction 
of  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Then  we  have  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  canaTor 
railroad  across  tne  peninsula  of  Michigan. 

Then  we  have  another  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  State. 

And  yet  another  bill,  sir,  granting  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas  the  rifht  of  way  and  making  a  dona- 
tion of  land,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Helena  to  Fort  Sfnith;  and  there  is  still 
a  third  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the 
right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Arkansas  Central 
Railroad,  from  a  point  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis, 
by  way  of  Little  Rock,  to  a  point  on  Red  river, 
on  the  border  of  Texas. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  Senator  is  surely  mis- 
taken.   There  is  only  one  bill  reported. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  There  is  only  one  bill  re- 
ported, but  there  are  others  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  No,  they  are  not  under  con- 
sideration, for  I  believe  that  they  have  been  re- 
ported upon  adversely. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  And  besides  all  these  bilU 
which  I  have  named,  there  is  still  another,  propos- 
ing to  grant  lands  and  the  right  of  way  to  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  in  aid  of  the  Qon- 
struction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio 
river  opposite  to  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  to  a 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  to  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri.  These  are  all  billf  which 
have  beenintroduced  during  the  present  session; 
and  yet,  sir,  when  we  shall  have  passed  all  tbeM  tl 


bills,  we  shall  still  hear  it  said  that  we  have  granted 
nothing.  And  what  is  to  come  into  the  public 
Treasury  from  the  public  lands  when  all  these 
bills  shall  have  passed  ?  Sir,  every  dollar  which 
would  be  available  from  thes6  lai|^B  wiH  in  this 
way  be  granted  on  a  partial  system  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  public  lands.  1  say  "partial,"  be- 
cause very  large  amounts  of  land  are  distributed 
to  those  States  iri  which  they  lie,  while  nothing  is 
given  to  the  old  States, 

But,  sir,  tlie  Senatoi;  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
SuiTvJ  used  another  argument  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
He  said  that  everybody  was  aware  that  the  con- 
struction of  such  improvements  added  to  the 
wealth  and  developed  the  resources  •f  a  commu- 
nity and  increased  their  capacity  to  pay  taxes. 
Certainly  that  is  the  case.  But  what  is  the  result 
of  the  argument?  The  same  argument  would 
apply  tp  the  construction  of  raihroads  in  Virginia, 
and  m  Massachusetts,  and  in  Connecticut.  Sir, 
if  we  are  to  use  this  argument  we  might  as  well 
go  broadcast  into  the  general  system  of  internal 
improvements.  I  will  admit,  however,  that  there 
is  to  a  certain  extent  a  principle  on  which  a  dis- 
crimination^ may  be  made  between  railroads  pass- 
ing through  the  public  lands  in  relation  to  which 
the  United  States  is  interested  as  a  land -owner 
and  railroads  of  another  description;  but  these 
projects  have  long  sinoe  departed  from  tbat  princi- 
ple, for  they  are  not  confined  to  the  location  of 
lands  upon  the  lines  of  these  raib-oads,  but  are 
allowed  to  go  into  the  State  and  select  them  else- 
where to  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  No  longer 
ago  than  yesterday  we  passed  a  bill  in  relation  to 
the  grant  formerly  mode  to  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  allowing  that  State  to  locate  a  certain  portion 
of  such  grant  anywhere  within  the  State.  And, 
sir,  this  will  be  tne  end  of  it.  '  We  sliall  have  ap- 
plications for  permission  to  locate  lands  in  any 
portion  of  the  States  where  these  lands  lie,  for  the 
purp6se  of  making  railroads.  Some  gentlemen, 
too,  have  complained  that  we  are  allowed  to  charEe 
double  price  for  the  alternate  sections  which  remam 
to  the  Government.  But,  sir,  how  long  is  that  to 
last?  Suppose  that  these  lands  should  prove  un- 
saleable at  that  price,  how  soon  wiU  we  Imve 
applications  here  to  reduce  the  price?  And  it'will 
be.done,  sir;  and,  if  necessary,  other  sections  will 
be  granted  in  order  to  continue  these  improve- 
ments. 

But,  sir,  I  have  admitted  that  there  is  a  princi- 
ple upon  which  some  discrimination  may  be  made. 
How  are  we  to  test  that  principle,  and  how  are 
we  to  apply  it  properly  ?  Why,  we  are  to  sup- 
pose the  United  states  Government  to  be  as  in  the 
situation  of  any  other  land  owner.  What  would 
any'bther  land  owner  do  when  such  a  proposition 
as  this  was  mad^  to  him  ?  Would  he  give  away 
the  alternate  sections  and  have  no  stock  in  return 
for  it  ?  If  he  acted  on  the  principle  of  ownership* 
would  he  not  be  entitled  to  as  much  stock  in  the 
company  as  this  land  is  worth  ?  Is  it  not,  to  the 
extent  to  which  (his  subscription  goes  into  the 
value  of  the  railroad,  a  pure  donation  to  the 
new  States?  Is  the  stock  which  represents  the 
value  there  any  principle  by  which  they  are  enti> 
tied  to  it,  any  more  than  the  old  States?  All 
that  the  owner  would  be  called  t»  do,  would  be  to 
subscribe  his  share,  and  when  you  depart  from 
that  principle  you  make  an  absolute  donation  to 
tlie  new  States,  and  you  cannot  deny  that  the 
same  principle  would  require  you  to  make  a  sim- 
ilar donation  to  the  old  States.  If  gentlemen  mean 
to  confine  themselves  to  that  principle  they  should 
confine  the  grfints  to  lands  lying  along  the  line  oC 
the  railroad,  and  give  Government  wlmtever  stock 
they  are  entitled  to  on  account  of  the  donation. 
Then  it  would  come  within  that  principle.  But 
at  present  these  bills  do  not  come  within  that  prin- 
ciple. Now,  Mr.  President,  our  Democratic 
friends  in  the  new  States  are  pressing  us  rather 
hardly  in  the  old  States.  We  have  resisted  the 
system  of  ik$  distribution  of  the  public  lands;  we 
desire  to  dD  so  still;  we  wish  to  stand  upon  ^e 
old  Democratic  Republican  ground  in  relation  to 
this  matter.  And  yet  hew  long  can  it  be  done  if 
our  opponents  are  enabled  to  point  to  such  appro^ 
priations  and  say  here  they  are  distributed  par- 
tially, that  some  States  get  what  they  want  and 
othors  get  none.  How  long  can  we  in  the  old 
States  resist  such  appeals  as  these  unless  some- 
thing like  justice  and  equity  is  resorted  to?  I  am 
wiHing  to  consider  the  puolic  lands  as  a  public 
trust,  a  public  fund  to  be  administcrtd  for  Ihe 
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benefit  of  all,  not  merely  with  reference  to  revenue, 
but  also  with  reference  to  the  settlement  and  im^ 
provement  of  the  country.  1  am  willing  to  try  a 
fair  system  of  preiimption  and  gradation,  and  that, 
pertiaps,  after  j|hey  have  been  exposed  for  sale 
fsr  some  Urae,  it  may  be  best  to  ceae  them  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie  to  promote  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  I  am  willing  to  distribute  them 
with  reference  to  both  objects,  a  revenue  and  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  But  when  we  consider 
it  with  reference  to  revenue,  I  want  it  adminis- 
tered equally  and  fairly.  But  the  best  way,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  to  giv6  it  up  to  the  States,  but 
to  hold  it  in  a  condition  that  it  may  be  applied  to 
the  fund  for  defraying  the  public  expefiditures. 
Then  it  will  be  administered  fairly  to  all;  then  we 
shall  have  discharged  our  obligations  to  the  new 
States  as  well  as  the  old.  I  acKnowledge  that  the 
United  States  should  not  keen  the  lands  locked  up 
forever,  looking  entirely  tp  tne  policy  of  deriving 
a  revenue  from  them.  I  acknowledge  we  are 
bound  to  look  to  the  settlement  and  improvement 
of  the  country.  I  am  willing  to  deal  liberally, 
but  I  am  not  vrilling  to  have  a  system  of  partial 
distribution.  If  anybody  is  to  get  the  benefit  of 
these  lands,  I  would  be  rejoiced  to  see  my  friend 
from  Iowa  carry  his  bill.  It  is  from  no  opposi- 
tion to  him  br  to  his  State,  but  from  a  desire  to 
see  ilbme  fair,  equal,  and  jutft  system  adopted  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  that  I  oppose  the  bill. 

And  there  is  another  thing  to  be  looked  to. 
While  we  are  squandering  away  the  pubhc  lands, 
we  are  adopting  almost  every  project,  no  matter 
how  wild  and  visionary,  in  order  that  the  public 
lands  may  be  dispensed  with  as  a  soured  of  rev- 
enue. Sir,  the  time  has  been,  when,  so  far  as  our 
financial  system  was  concerned,  our  public  lands 
were  the  oasis  6n  which  reposed  our  public  credit. 
That  time  may  come  again  at  some  fiiture  day; 
and  the  time  will  come,  if  we  embark  in  a  general 
system  of  internal  improvements,  when  we  shall 
have  to  look  to  this  source  to  maintain  our  system 
of-  public  credit.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  it  be- 
hooves us  at  some  early  day  to  look  seriously 
into  this  question,  and  t5  adopt  some  uniform 
system,  which  will  take  these  public  lands  with- 
out the  range  of  those  loose  systems  of  experi- 
ments, which  every  one  seems  to  think  we  may 
indulge  in  in  relaUon  to  them.  It  has  been  scud 
that  we  had  better  do  this  than  some  other  things 
which  have  been  done  with  the^ublic  lands.  Far 
better  1  admit;  but  yet  when  we  have  the  bower 
to  choose  what  is  right,  let  us  not  stana  here 
choosing  between  evils,  but  rather  let  us  come 
toother  and  mature  a  system.  If  we  do  not,  it 
will  work  to  the  other  result,  and  we  shall  soon 
see  the  majority  of  this  country  clamprine  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  and  it  will  be  a  clamor  that  can- 
not be  resisted.  Now  3rou  have  heard  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Dawson]  saying  that,  though 
he  opposes  kny  such  system,  that  will  be  the  only 
way  which  will  enable  his  State  to  obtain  her  just 
share.  I  hope  that  some  of  our  Western  friends 
who  are  familiar  with  the  subject  will  consider  the 
matter,  and  mature  some  system  in  which  we  may 
all  unite. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  State  of  Illinois  has 
been  referred  to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and 
therefore  I  feel  bound  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  ex- 

Slanation.  The  allusion  to  the  bill  passed  yester- 
ay  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  authorizing  a  selection 
of  lands  away  from  the  line  of  the  canal  to  which 
it  applied,  is  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  bill  under 
consideration.  The  reason  why  these  lands  were 
to  be  selected  elsewhere  than  on  the  line  of  the 
canal,  was  that  Congress  had  granted  them  nearly 
twenty  years  ago  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for 
making  a  canal,  and  the  United  States  afterwards 
sold  a  part  of  the  lands  thus  granted,  received  the 
money,  and  put  it  in  the  Treasury.  And  now 
you  only  give  us  refuse  lands  elsewhere,  less  valu- 
able than  those  originally  granted,  and  that,  after 
we*  had  made  the  work  in  compliance  with  your 
own  act  of  Congress.  • 

With  regard  to  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  the  last  session,  I  have  also  a 
word  to  say.  That  bill  involved  the  same  princi- 
ple as  the  one  now  under  consideration.  Hence  it 
was  perfectly  fair  to  refer  to  that  bill  in  illustration 
of  this.  But  I  deny  that  what  has  been  said  in  re- 
gard to  donations,  special  favors,  and  partial  dis- 
tribution of  the  lands  to  the  new  States,  has  the 
slightest  foundation  in  the  bill  befors  us,  or  the 


act  of  the  last  session,  granting  lands  to  Illinois. 
Sir,  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  distribution  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States;  it  is  not  a  question 
of  donation.  If  it  were  either,  I  should  be  op- 
posed to  it.  I  am  opposed  to  the  distribution  of 
the  public  lands,  either  by  a  partial  system  oi*  a 
genera]  system.  I  am  opposed  to  aiding  a  State 
by  giving  lands  as  a  donation.  The  friends  of 
this  bill  do  not  rest  it  upon  any  such  grounds. 
We  ask  the  opponents  of^  the  bill  to  meet  us  in 
argument  upon  the  grounds  which  we  assume,  to 
answer  our- arguments  in  favor  of  it,  and  not  to 
answer  imaginary  objections  of  their  own.  The 
ground  upon  ^hich  we  place  it  is  this:  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  a  great  land  owner; 
she  has  vast  bodies  of  land  which  she  has  had  in 
market  for  thirty  or  forty  years;  and  experience 
proves  that  she  cannot  sell  them.  Shall  she  keep 
them  thirty  or  forty  years  longer,  and  then  not  be 
able  to  sell  them  ?  What  advantage  will  they  be 
to  the  Grovemment  while  thev  are  thus  held  ?  The 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  sale  does  not  arise  from 
the  fact  that  the  lands  are  not  fertile  and  suscepti- 
ble of  cultivation,  but  that  they  are  distant  from 
market,  and  in  many  cases  destitute  of  timber. 
No  matter  h^  fertile  and  productive  they  may 
be,  still  they  are  valueless,  unless  the  produce  wiU 
bear  the  expense  of  the  transportation  to  market. 
It  is  on  account  of  the  distance  from  market  and 
absence  of  timber  you  cannot  sell  the  lands,  and 
cannot  have  them  brought  under  cultivation. 

The  question,  then,  is,  **  What  are  you  to  do  to 
remedy  the  evil  and  enable  you  to  sell  your  lands 
and  get  the  money  for  them  into  the  Treasury, 
and  luso  to  bring  the  country  into  a  state  of  culti- 
vation ?'*  Let  me  ask  each  Senator  what  he  would 
do  if  the  case  were  his  own  ?  What  would  you  do 
if  you  were  the  land-owners  yourselves .'  Suppose 
you  owned  three  hundred  miles  square  of^  land 
which  you  could  not  sell,  and  that  you  found,  as 
is  often  the  case,  that  the  more  land  you  owned, 
the  poorer  you  were  in  consequence  of  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  on  these  lands;  and  suppose  that  I 
would  say  to  you,  **  Give  me  alternate  sections  of 
six  miles  through  those  lands,  on  condition  that  I 
will  makes  railroad  through  them,  and  enable  you 
to  sell  the  remaining  lands  for  double  the  price 
which  experience  had  proven  you  could  not  get  for 
the  whole;"  would  you  not  gladly  adopt  the  propo- 
sition, as  being  a  good  arrangement  for  your  per- 
sonal interest?  Would  not  the  half  of  the  lands  thus 
remaining  to  you  be  worth  more  afler  tbe  road 
was  made  than  the  whole  would  be  before  it  was 
constructed?  That  is  the  simple  question;  and 
viewing  it  as  such,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  not 
a  single  Senator  on  this  floor  who  would  not  gladly 
make  the  arrangement  if  he  were  the  individual 
land-owner.  And  if  this  would  be  a  good  arrange- 
ment for  any  Senator  here,  why  would  it  not  be  a 
good  policy  for  the  country,  and  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  adopt  as  land-owners? 
Mr.  President,  we  insist  that  these  grants  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  railroads,  enhance  the  value 
of  the  land  fund.  Instead  of  diminishing  the  rev- 
enue that  will  be  derivable  from  public  lands,  we 
contend  that  it  will  increase  it;  instead  of  diminish- 
ing your  fund  by  this  course,  we  increase  its  value; 
instead  of  depriving  you  of  anything  which  is  really 
valuable  to  you,  we  show  you  a  way  whereby  you 
can  make  that  valuable,  which  under  your  present 
policy  is  entirely  valueless.  This  is  the  ground 
on  which  we  defend  this  policy;  and  if  it  is  not 
def^ndable  on  this  ground,  there  can  be  no  justifi- 
cation of  the  grant. 

Now  take  this  particular  case.  Here  is  a  prop- 
osition to  make  a  railroad  through  the  centre  of 
the  State  of  Iowa.  If  you  make  this  ^rant  you 
will  double  the  value  and  double  the  price  of  the 
alternate  sections;  and  you  will  thus  obtain  for 
one  half /all  that  you  pretend  to  ask'  for.  the  whole: 
Now,  I  submit  to  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mc. 
Hunter]  whether,  with  a  road  running  through 
them,  the  lands  are  not  better  worth  two  dollars 
and  a  half  per  acre  than  they  are  now  worth  a 
dollar  and  &  quarter  without  such  road  ?  But  he 
will,  perhaps,  reply,  that  experience  will  show  in 
the  course  of  time  that  they  will  not  be  worth  two 
dollars  and  a  half,  and  that  then  applications  will 
be  made  to  reduce  the  price.  But  if  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  worth  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre 
with' the  road,  will  they  ever  be  likely  to  yield  the 
Government  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  with- 
out it  ?  If,  then,  the  road  doubles  the  price  of  your 
adjacent  lands  you  lose  nothing;  and  }  dfoubt 


whether  there  is  a  roan  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  who  does  not  believe  that  the  construction  of 
this  road  through  these  lands  would  more  than 
double  their  value,  and  enable  you  to  sell  them 

Jiuicker  at  that  price  than  the  price  you  now  adc 
or  them  without  the  road.  ^ 

But,  sir,  with  regard  to  this  bill,  and  others  of  a 
like  nature,  the  argument  is  stronger  th)in  in  the 
case  of  the  Illinois  bill.    It  is  this:  The  road  will 
not  only  run  through  your  public  lands  and  in- 
crease their  value  along  the  line,  but  in  this  case  it 
will  run  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  the  Indian 
territory,  and  thereby  open  a  market  for  all  the 
lands  which  you  have  west  of  the  Missouri  river 
to  the  Rocky  Mountains.     And  1  insist  that  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  through  the  State  of 
Iowa  to  the  Missouri,  would  enhance  the  value  of 
your  lands  west  of  that  river  more  than  ten  times 
the  value  of  the  lands  granted  in  aid  of  the  road. 
The  same  would  be  the  result  in  regard  to  the  east 
and  west  lines  through  the  State  of  Missouri,  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  Arkansas  road,  and  I  pre- 
sume generally  in  regard  to  the  other  bills  which 
have  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia.   These  bills,  however,  are  not  now  under 
consideration.    It  will  be  time  enough  to  judge  of 
them  when  they  come  up  for  action.    Besides,  sir, 
more  than  one  half  of. your  transportations  on  ac- 
count of  your  army  and  the  Indians,  is  aiming  to 
go  to  that  Indian  territory  west  of  Iowa,  Nfisaou- 
ri,  and  Arkansas.    These  roads  run  through  the 
very  section  of  country  ^ver  which  your  supplies 
and  munitions  must  oe  transported..    The  Qot- 
emment,  therefore,  has  a  peculiar  interest  in  the 
construction  of  these  roads. 

But  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has  toldf  us  thai 
the  question  would  stand  in  a  different  position  in 
his  view,  if  we  were  to  be  confined  to  the  lands 
which  lie  on  the  line  of  the  road.  Why,  sir,  tbia 
is  the  very  proposition  of  the  bill.  The  gnuit  ii 
confined  to  the  line  of  the  road;  It  asks  for  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  width  of  six  miles  on  either 
side,  with  a  stipulation  that  you  shall  not  go  be- 
yond fifteen  miles,  in  the  event  that  any  of  the  land 
nas  been  sold  in  the  sections  to  which  ^you  would 
be  entitled  by  the  bill.  I  ask,  then,  if  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  in  a  country  distant  from 
market  does  not  .enhance  the  value  of  all  land 
within  fifleen,  or  even  thirty  miles  ?  Are  not  the 
beneficial  influences  felt  to  the  extent  of  even  fifty 
miles?  If,  then,  we  select  the  land  no  further  than 
the  benefits  extend  on  each'  side  of  the  road,  the 
principle  applies  with  its  full  force.  We  ought 
extena  this  limit  from  fifteen  ^  fifty  mile?,  and 
then  find  ourselves  clearly  within  the  cirde'of  the 
beneficial  influences  resulting  from  the  road,  in  en- 
hancing the  value  of  the  remaining  lands;  Bat  we 
wished  not  to  go  into  extremecases;  we  wished  to 
confine  ourselves  to  the  principle,  that  the  United 
States  is  in  fact  receiving  more  benefit  from  the 
granting  of  the  lands  than  they  are  likely  to  lose 
by  the  grant,  and  that  the  public  domain,  as  a 
common  fund,  will  thus  be  enhanced  rather  than 
diminished  in  value  by  reason  of  the  grant. 

In  reference  to  the  remark  of  my  friend  from 
Virginia  in  regard  to  the  great  number  of  bills  pro* 
posing  similar  grants,  I  have  only  to  make  the 
same  answer  which  Mr.  Calhoun  ouce  made  on 
this  floor  to.  the  same  objection.  He  then  said, 
that  the  principle  j^eing  right,  and  It  being  the  true 
policy  or  the  Government  to  make  grants  in  aid  of 
the  construction  of  railroads  through  the  public 
lands,  the  longer  the  road  the  greater  the  bene£t  to 
the  Gk>vernment;  and  hence,  iae  objection  was  an 
arguiYkent  in  favor  of  the  grant. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  principle  is  right,  if  the  line  of 
the  road  conforms  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  the 
GJovemment  and  the  country — if  the  Government 
is  to  derive  more  advantage  than  injury  by  aidiDg 
in  its  construction — the  fact  th&t  the  State  is  lUso 
to  be  greatly  benefited.  Is  no  argument  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill.    But,  as  f  have  already  r^ 
marked,  we  will  judge  of  the  biHs  for  other  State* 
when  those  bills  come  up  for  consideration.     So 
far  as  I  have  examined  them,  I  think  the  Commit' 
tee  on  Public  Lands  have  exercised  a  wise  discr?" 
tion  in  preparing  and  reporting  them.     I  have  no^ 
examined  them  all,  but  so  far  as  I  have  been  nbl^ 
to  investigate  the  subject,  they  have  exercised  i^ 
sound   discretion,  both  with  r^;ard  to  the  line^ 
themselves,  and  the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  th^ 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  whole  difliculty  in  the  way  of  thestf 
bills  is  this:    While  we  have  Qot  the  dif  htcs^ 
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troi^l^  '^^  demonstrating  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  tu  be  the  gainer  by  these 
grants,  still  it  is  said  that  the  States  also  are  to  be 
gjaioers.    Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to 
comprehend  how  it  is  that  two  parties  can  make 
\  contract  by  which  both  parties  will  be  benefited. 
'Wby*  sir,  it  is  only  upon  that  principle  that  the 
^rorld  is  benefited  bv  the  excnanee  of  different 
productions.    The  whole  system  of  exchange  and 
of  commerce  is  predicated  upon  the  principle  that 
the  exchange  is  oeneficial  to  both  parties.    If  one 
party  must  oecessarily  be  cheated  while  the  other 
wm.  benefited,  it  would  do  away  with  all  trade  and 
commerce  at  once.    It  is  tcue,  that  while  these 
erants  are  beneficial  to  the  United  States  by  en- 
nanciiig  the  public  domain  and  bringing  a  larger 
ajBount  of  money  into  the  Treasury,  mey  do  at 
tlie  same  time  immensely  benefit  the  States   to 
vrhich  they  ore  made.    Is  it  any  objection,  that 
ivhile  the  General  Government  promotes  its  inter- 
est, it  thereby  confera  peculiar  uenefits  upon  the 
new  States  ?  We  do' receive  advantages — peculiar 
■Ldnmta|rei — which  the  balance  of  the  Union  do 
not  DATUcipate  in  to  the  same  extent.    But  is  that 
%.  Ttiid  ground  of  objection  ?    The  same  objection 
^srould  apply  to  the  millions  expended  at  Norfolk 
and  Old  romt  Comfort — to  all  large  public  works 
— to  the  navy-yards  and  fortifications  throughout 
tbe  country — wherever  the  public  money  is  ex- 
pended for  public  uses.    These  fortifications  and 
nary-yards  are  constructed  for  the  public  benefit. 
Tet  the  immediate  localities  of  these  vast  works 
tnd  expenditures  derive  a  peculiar  benefit  \ihich 
ii  not  common  to  the  other  portions  of  the  coun- 
try.   Is  it  any  argument  against  the  establish- 
iseotof  a  navy-^ara,  that  it  confera  a  local  benefit 
in  addition  to  the  public  interests  which  were  the 
objects  of  Its  establishment?  The  same  argument 
mtv  be  urged  a^inst  all  custom-houses  and  pub- 
lic building  which  have  been  erected  for  national 
pvposea  m  different  ]>arts  of  the  country,  and 
evto  against  the  location  of  the  capital  of  the 
Uaioin  here.    Would  it  be  a  sound  argument  for 
the  temote  -and  border  States  to  say  that,  because 
the  aaUonal  capital  is  located  upon  the  banks  of 
tki'PQiMiiac,  where  millions  of^  money  ara  annu- 
efiy  9uaii  and  squandered,  and  because  the  peo- 
pkm  mwknd  are  receiving  peculiar  advantages 
wluek  do  not  extend  to  the  Pacific,  or  even  to  the 
vafley  of  the  Mississippi,  nor  to  the  ereat  lakes 
oribe St.  Lawrence,  tne capital  must  be  removed 
fat  no  other  reason  than  that  its  location  neces- 
Mrfly  confera  local  and  peculiar  advantages  upon  a 
few  in  its  immediate  vicinity  which  cannot  be  par- 
ticipated in  by  all  portions  of  the  Union  ?    Or  will 
yoa  pull  down  your  public  buildings  and  destroy 
•0  the  public  works  which  have  been  erected  for 
great  national  uses,  upon  the  same  leveling  princi- 
ple?   It  is  impossible  to  construct  public  works 
for  purely  national  objects  without  producing  local 
benefits. 

8o  it  is  with  these  grants  of  land  in  behalf  of 
nilroads.  The  national  pecuniary  benefit  results 
from  the  speedy  sale  of  these  lands  at  a  price  which 
eoold  not  otherwise  be  obtained.  The  States  re- 
eeiving  the  grants,  not  only  participate  equally  in 
due  national  ad  vantage  witn  their  sister  Stales,  but 
b  Addition  derive  a  peculiar  and  special  benefit, 
u  a  consideration  for  making  the  roads  which 
produce  all  the  advantages,  both  national  and  local. 
It  ig  OQ  this  principle  that  the  friends  of  this  policy 
jottify  and  defend  it.  We  are  firmly  convmcea, 
that  if  there  were  no  local  benefits  resulting  from 
tlie  passage  of  these  bills — if  their  nnerits  depend- 
ed ■olely  upon  the  fact,  that  they  enhanced  the 
nlae  of  the  public  domain  and  increased  the  rev- 
einie,  we  would  have  no  difficulty  in  defending 
ueo). 

I  feel  at  liberty  to  speak  more  freely  on  this  sub- 
ject now,  for  the  reason  that  my  State  has  no 
longer  any  peculiar  or  special  interest  in  this  sys- 
tem. Illinois  has«been  well  served;  she  asks  no 
more.  If  you  make  any  more  grants  to  Illinois 
for  railroads,  you  will  do  it  on  the  application  of 
delegations  from  olher  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
omnecting  the  gr^t  line  of  roads  to  the  east  and  the 
west  of  OS,  and  not  as  a  special  favor  to  Illinois. 
I  dum,  therefore,  to  be  entirely  disinterested  in 
9f  advocacy  of  this  bill.  No  delegation  can  be 
nore  unbiased  by  local  and  selfish  interests.  We 
liAve  seen  the  practical  workings  of  the  system, 
iHd  desire  to  see  it  extended  to  other  States,  be- 
^g'^Y^  9tpjpitove  of  iu  appUcatbn  to  our  own. 
Wf  wish  to  repay  the  Federal  Government  the 


service  she  has  rendered  us,  as  well  as  heraelf,  by 
extending  the  system  to  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 
kansas, and  every  other  State,  where  the  same 
principles  and  reasons  will  apply. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  a 
question.  How  much  has  Illinois  been  provided 
for  ?  How  many  acres  of  the  public  lands  has  she 
received  ?  ' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  grant  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  my  recollection,  although  the  precise  amount 
h£is  not  been  ascertained,  because  the  lands  are  not 
definitely  located,  amount  to  about  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  acres  in  round  numbera.  That  is  the 
whole  grant.  I  will  remark,  therefore,  that  Illi- 
nois hos  been  benefited  to  that  extent.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  wishes  it  to  be  understood,  that 
because  we  have  got  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
acres  of  the  public  landef,  and  thus  have  been  ben- 
efited; therefore,  the  Government  has  been  cheat- 
ed to  that  extent.  I  have  shown  the  argument  to 
be  unsound.  We  admit  that  we  have  been  bene- 
fited; but  that  does  not  prove  that  the  Government 
has  been  cheated.  We  prove  that  the  Government 
has  been  benefited  by  the  same  operation.  I  would 
like  to  see  him  answer  that  position,  instead  of  re- 
peating the  objection  that  one  party  must  have 
oeen  the  looser,  merely  because  uie  other  was  the 
gainer. 

In  regard  to  this  policy,  I  would  say  that  I  do 
not  wish  to  carry  it  to  any  extravagant  extent.  I 
only  wish  U\  apply  it  where  we  can  show  that  it 
comes  fairly  withm  the  principle  which  I  have  so 
often  stated.  But  gentlemen  say  we  must  have 
a 'general  system;  and  the  Senator  from  Georgia 

I  Mr.  Dawson]  wants  a  system  to  reach  his  State, 
f  he  complaiiA  of  this  being  partial,  and  wants 
one  that  will  apply  to  Geor^,  I  will  make  him  a 
pro]|osition.  We  will  extend  the  same  principle 
precisely,  in  hoc  verbal  of  this  bill  to  Georgia, 
and  ^nact  that  oil  the  lands  belon^^ing  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Statdb  within  fifteen  miles  of 
all  the  lines  of  the  Georgia  railroad  are  hereby 
granted  to  the  State  of  Geoi^ia. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  the  Senator  will  then  allow 
me  to  introduce  a  bill  like  the  one  he  did  yester- 
day, that  where  there  are  no  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  on  our  railroads,  we- may  go 
into  all  the  public  lands  and  locate,  I  will  accept 
the  proposition. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  will  adhere  to  my  proposi- 
tion, and  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  bill  to  which 
he  refera.  The  bill  which  we  passed  yesterday 
grant^  lands  to  the  State  of  Illinois  in  lieu  of 
those  which  you  had  taken  from  the  State  after 
having  previously  granted  them  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  which  we  have  completed  at 
a  cost  of  nine  millions  of  dollare.  Whenever  you 
will  show  that  the  United  States  owned  lands  in 
Georgia,  which  they  granted  to  the  State,  and  af- 
terwards took  possession  of  and  sold  a  part  of 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  we  will 
pass  an  act  of  Congress  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
from  lands  elsewhere,  according  to  the  bill  of  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Very  well. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Therefore  I  think  tiie  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  and^  myself  will  come  to  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  question.  The  fact  is, 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  and  gentlemen  from 
other  States  where  there  are  no  public  lands,  for- 
get that  they  once  had  a  proprietary  to  the  use  of 
every  acre  of  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  their 
respective  States.  We  do  not  complain  of  that. 
It  was  their  legal  right,  and  we  were  willing  that 
they  should  appropriate  all  the  lands  within  their 
limits.  But  aher  havinc^  thus  appropriated  to 
their  own  use  all  the  mnds  witnin  their  own 
States,  we  do  not  deem  it  generous  in  them  to  de- 
prive us  of  this  pittance  to  the  new  States,  when 
we  can  show  that  they  are  not  injured  by  the  act 
which  benefits  us.  When  we  brin?  forward  a  bill 
which  benefits  us  at  the  same  time  that  it  promotes 
the  public  interests,  the  Senator  desiras  jbl  fair 
division  by  extending  it  to  Georgia.  How  can 
the  principle  be  applira  to  Georgia,  or  any  other 
State  where  there  are  no  public  lands  ?  How  will 
the  Senator  contrive  to  double  the  value  of  and  the 
price  of  the  alternate  sections  so  as  to  make  value 
of  the  remaining  half  equal  to  the  whole,  if  you 
donate  lands  in  the  distant  Territories  to  make 
railroads  in  the  State  of  Georgia?  Will  the  Sena- 
tor explain  how  he  will  bring  his  case  within  the 
principle  of  this  bill  ?  The  moment  you  apply  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  to  a  State  wiiera  there  are 


no  public  lands,  you  abandon  the  principle  which 
sustains  and  jusufies  this  bill. 

When  the  Senator  from  Georgia  desires  to^ecure 
lands  to  his  own  State  to  make  railroads  where  the 
United  States  have  no  public  lands  lo  be  benefited 
or  enhanced  in  value  by  the  roads,  he  thereby  ad- 
mits that  his  objections  to  the  system  would  be 
very  soon  removed  if  his  State  csuld  participate 
in  what  he  denounces  as  a  system  of  plunder. 
The  ar^meot  which  he  has  submitted  would  be 
conclusive  if  directed  against  a  bill  to  make  grants 
to  States  where  there  are  no  public  lands;  but  the 
argument  entirely  fails  when  applied  to  a  bill  for 
Alabama  or  Arkansas  or  Mississippi  or  Louisiana 
or  any  other  State  where  there  are  public  lands  to 
be  doubled  in  price  and  value  by  the  construction 
of  the  roads. 

The  system  proposed  by  the"  Senator  fVom 
Georgia  would  apply  oil  pul^lic  lands  and  their 
proceeds  to  railroads  in  other  States,  and  thus  cut 
off  entirely  from  the  National  Traasury  that 
.source  of  revenue.  Such  a  system  would  produce 
the  necessity  for  increased  burdens  and  taxation 
upon  the  people  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue.  That  is  the  precise  result  which  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill  wish  to  avoid.  We  in  the 
western  country  are  opposed  to  any  increased  tax- 
ation, and  to  any  system  of  measures  which  wou|d 
produce  such  a  necessity.  We  wish  to  husband 
and  enhance  the  value  of  tliis  land  fund,  and  de- 
rive all  the  revenue  from  it  which  a  wise  and  just 
policy  would  bring  into  the  Treasury.  We  wish 
to  see  the  public  lands  sold,  peopled,  and  culti- 
vated. Where  a  trial  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
yeara  has  shown  that  the  lands  will  not  sell,  in 
consequence  of  the  distance  from  markets  and 
from  timber,  we  wish  to  make  railroads  through 
them,  and  bring  markets  and  timber  into  the  cen- 
ter of  those  vast  prairies,  and  thus  render  them 
valuable,  and  cause  them  to  be  sold  and  cultivated. 
We  believe  this  to  be  a  wise  and  just  policy,  and 
wish  to  see  itprevaD,  until  Conoress  shall  consent 
to  donate  the  lands  to  the  actual  settlera. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  detain 
the  Senate  so  long;  but  I  have  thought  it  due  to 
the  occasion,  and  to  the  part  I  have  heretofore 
acted  in  promoting  these  grants  of  public  ^ailds  in 
aid  of  railroads,  to  make  this  explanation  of  the 
views  and  principles  upon  which  the  policy  rests, 
although  my  own  State  no  longer  has  any  special 
interest  in  the  system.  We  only  wish  to  do  to 
our  neighbore  what  has  been  eenerously  done  to 
us,  in  sustaining  a  policy  by  which  everybody  will 
be  benefited  and  nobody  injured. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  am  a  meniber  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  have  had  these 
railroads  under  consideration  in  connection  with 
the  subject  generally.  'I  have  been  thinking  a 
great  deal  as  to  what  was  the  proper  mode  of  ad- 
ministering this  rreat  fund,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  1  would,  as  speedily  as  I  could, 
prepare  and  present,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
some  of  the  railroad  bills  which  we  have  under 
consideration,  a  proposition  to  CTant  Co  the  old 
States  of  the  Union  so  much  landffor  the  purpose 
of  internal  improvement  -within  their  respective 
States  as  may  oe  necessary.  If  I  submit  a  propo- 
sition of  t^at  sort,  as  I  exp'ect  to  do,  I  intend  to 
make  something  like  a  distribution  among  the  old 
States,  in  proportion  to  their  federal  population, 
of  an  amount  of  these  lands  that  will  bear  some 
proportion  to  thofte  which  are  granted  to  the  new 
States  for  railroad  purposes  and  purposes  of  inter- 
nal improvement. 

1  think  that  this  is  a  suitable  occasion,  after  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  by  other  gentlemen, 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate  some  con- 
siderations in  respect  to  the  proper  mode  of  admin- 
istering the  public  lands.  And  firet,  I  wish  to  no- 
tice the  proprietary  idea  which  is  advanced  here 
as  being  the  legitimate  foundation  upon  which  we 
can  appropriate  the  public  lands  for  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  If  you  will  recollect  the  past 
history  of  appropriations  of  this  sort  for  purposes 
ofinternalimproveftieni  connected  with  the  idea  of 
ownerahip  on  the  part  of  the  -United  States  as  the 
proprietary  of  these  lands,  you  will  discover  one 
remarkable  peculiarity,  and  that  is  this:  That  this 
proprietary  idea  limits  the  appropriations  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement  to  the  States 
within  which  the  lands  lie,  and  does  not  allow  you 
to  appropriate  lands  for  internal  improvements 
when  those  improvements  are  situated  out  of  the 
State  in  which  the  lands  lie.    Now,  sir,  I  never 
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could  see  the  reason  for  that  difference.  If  the 
United  States  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  proprietor 
of  all  the  public  lands  in  tliose  States  where  there 
are  public  lands i  and  as  proprietor  ft  be  legitimate 
to  make  a  canaj  or  railroad  tor  the  purpose  of  en- 
hancing the  vajue  of  the  lands  situated  in  the  States, 
why  may  they  do  that  and  be  precluded  from  the 
right  of  making  a  road  leading  to  those  Slates  by 
WTiich  the  -em^rants  are  to  reach  the  lands  to  make 
purchases  ?  Tne  original  appropriations  made  for 
the  Cumberland  n^ad  were  justified  upon  the 
ground  that,  as  a  proprietary  of  the  land  in  th^ 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  through 
which  it  was  proposed  to  make  the  Cumberland 
road  for  the  benefit  of  those  States,  it- was  just  as 
legitimate  to  appropriate  land  or  money  to  make 
the  road  leading  to  those  public  lands  as  to  make 
the  road  within  the  States  where  the  lands  them- 
selves were  situated.  And  you  will  remark,  that 
in  the  progress  of  events — in  this  ace  of  progress 
of  ours — we  have  repudiated  the  old  notion  that  it 
would  be  proper  and  legitimate  to  appropriate 
money  or  land  to  make  a  road  leading  to  where 
the  public  lands  are  situated,  and  now  the  doctrine 
seems  to  be  that  it  is  only  legal,  under  the  propri- 
etary notion,  to  make  an  appropriation  witnin  the 
limits  of  the  States  where  the  lands  themselves  are 
situated.  As  a  propi'ietary,  I  never  could  see  any 
resSon  for  such  a  diflTerenc^  But  under  this  idea 
that  you  can'only  legitimately  make  appropriations 
in  the  States  or  Territories  where  the  lands  are 
situated,  you  are  entirely  clit  off  from  making  an 
appropriation  to  connect  the  railroads  which  run 
through  Alabama;  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  to 
connect  us  with  New  Orleans  and  Chicago,  run- 
ning down  to  Cairo  from  the  lakes  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  You  cadnot  unite  these  great  public 
works  under  the  proprietary  idea.  Why?  Be- 
cause there  happen  to  oe  a  little  point  of  Kentucky 
and  a  narrow  strip  of  Tennessee  projecting  down 
to  the  Mississippi  river,  between  the  road  in  Illi- 
nois and  the  road  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 
The  mind  that  4^*c-ome  to  such  a  conclusion,  and 
reason  upon  the  proprietary  idea  so  as  to  <deter- 
mine  that  you  cannot  even  connect  works,  that 
under  the  proprietary  idea  you  built,  by  runninff 
across,  the  little  strip  of  land  in  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  to  have  them  united,  seems  to  me  to  be 
strangely  constituted.  Yet  this  has  become  the 
fashionable  doctrine  of  the  day. 

Mr.  President,  tl^e  Senate  knows  that  gentle- 
men who  entertain  the  political  principles  that  I 
do,  believe  that  we  can  legitimately  appropriate 
either  lands  or  money  to  the  construction  or  any 
work  which  we  think  of  national  importance. 
That  was  once  the  doctrine  of  this  country.  I 
hope  it  is  not  altogether  exploded  yet.  In  times 
past  we  did  appropriate  money  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  for  works  of  internal  improvement.  In 
times  past  we  have  appropriated  lands  to  purposes 
of  that  sort.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  I  have  acted  upon  these  principles, 
and  I  intend  to  continue  to  act  upon  them,  as  I 
hold  them  to  be  correct.  And,  sir,  wherever  I 
perceive  an  object  which  I  believe  to  be  of  national 
importance,  Iishall  vote  for  an  appropriation  of 
either  money  or  lands  for  its  construction.  I  shall 
do  this  upon  no  narrow  policy.  I  shall  do  it  upon 
no  sectional  consideration.  But  while  I  intend 
thus  to  act  liberally  in  promoting  objects  for  the 
improvement  of  the  country,  whether  with  lands 
or  with  money  taken  directly  from  the  Treasury, 
I  still  feel  that  something  like  justice  ought  to  be 
done  to  all  the  States  of  the  Union  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  great  fund.  If  you  will  not  return 
tn  the  system  of  distributing  the  money  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States,  I  do  not  perceive  that  there  is  any  other 
way  by  which  we  can  obtain  that  justice  than 
by  uniting  upon  a  proposition  such  as  I  pro- 
pose to  submit  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
on  some  of  these  bills,  to  make  a  distribution  of 
the  lands  themselves.  I  know  full  well  that  my 
friends  from  the  new  States  will  rise  like  one 
man  and  soy  that  the  proposition  to  allow  Ken- 
tucky, or  North  Carolina,  or  aTiy  other  of  the 
old  States,  to  becomp  a  proprietor  of  a  part  of  the 
soil  within  their  Stales,  is  most  horrible.  I  foresee 
that  just  as  soon  as  the  proposition  is  submitted, 
there  will  not  be  a  man  upon  this  floor  who  repre- 
sents one  of  the  States  m  which  any  portion  of 
the  public  lands  is  situated,  but  will  rise  up  and 

Sroteat  against  the  very  idea  of  allowing  any  other 
tau  to  b«com«  an  owner  of  any^rtion  of  the 


lands  in  his  State.  When  that  shall  be  done,  I 
shall  wish  those  gentlemen  to  point  o\it,  if  they 
can,  the  diiference  between  allowing  a  State  to 
hold  land  within  your  territory;  and  allowing  an 
individual  to  hold  it,  when  that  individual  does 
not  choose  to  settle  upon  and  improve  it.  An 
individual  may  purchase  as  much  land  as  he 
pleases  in  any  of  ihe  States  where  the  public  lands 
are  situated.  He  may  never  raov^  upon  it  or  im- 
prove it.  I  know  that  the  policy  of  my  friend 
from  *  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Walker]  would  be  to 
lighten  the  reins  in  such  a  manner,  that  this  thing 
should  not  be  done  in  reference  to  individuals. 
But,  sir,  you  may,  when  this  proposition  which  I 
contemplate  shall  be  submitted,  require  the  States, 
if  you  please,  to  sell  within  a  limited  time.  You 
have  never  thought  proper  to  put  individuals  of 
the  country  under  any  restrictions  yet.  But  it 
will  be  premature  now  to  go  into  a  lengthy  argu- 
ment upon  propositions  which  are  merely  existing 
in  the  imagination.  My  main  reason  in  rising 
was  to  notice  some  of  the  arguments  which  fell 
from  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  fMr.  Douglas.] 
It  is  suggested  to  me  that  I  should  give  way  to  a 
motion  to  adjourn.  1-  shall  leave -that  to  the 
Senate,  as  I  am  prepared  either  to  go  on  now,  or 
wait  until  tomorrow. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ 

Mr.  HALE.  Before  that  motion  is  put,  I  wish 
to  make  another  motion. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  1  withdraw  the  •motion,  if 
the  Senator  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  T  hope  the  motion  will  not  be 
agreed  to.  Friday  is  private  bill  day.  We  ad- 
journed over  last  week,  because  we  were  almost 
through  the  private  bills  which  had  been  reported, 
but  since  that  time  therahave  been  several  rept»rts 
made.    I  hope  we  shall  sit  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was^ot  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be 
withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  us  to  go 
into  Executive  session. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to  go  into 
Executive  session  cannot  be  received  until  the  bill 
before  the  Senate  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  move  that  the  fbrther 
consideration  of  it  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSfON. 

On. motion  by  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the 
doors  were  reopened. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned-. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  January  22,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

FOUNDATIONS  OP  THE  C^PITOt. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  stability,  firmness,  he,  of  the  foundation  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Capitol,  be  authorisad  to  send  for  persons  and 
-papers. 

Mr.  McN.  said,  it  is  really  necessary  that  this 
resolution  should  be  adopted;  we  cannot  get  along 
without  it.  I  hope  the  House  will  indu^  me  in 
its  introduction'and  adoption. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  wish  uie  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  withdraw  his  objection.  It  is 
really  impossible  for  the  committee  to  proceed 
without  the  power  asked  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     I  cannot  withdraw. 

ASSIGN4BILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  No.  1, 
heretofore  reported  from  the  select  committee,  to 
which  the  same  was  referred,  with  an  amendment 
explanatory  of  the  act  of  1850  granting  to  certain 
officers  and  soldiers  bounty  land,  du:.;  w  p«nding 


question  being  on  the  motion  submitted  by  die 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  to  com- 
mit the  said  joint  resolution  andpending  amend- 
ments to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  a^id  on' which  question  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Clark]  is  entitled  to  • 
the  floor. 
Mr.  BRIGGS.    I  rise  to  a  pririleged  question. 

CLOSE  OF  DEBATE  ON  INJ>EMNITY  BILL. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  inquire 
if  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  front 
Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  yesterday,  to  close  de- 
bate upoA  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  does  not 
come  up  first',  as  the  unfinished  business } 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  pot  present 
when  that  resolution  was  offered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  was  a  resolution  closing 
debate  upon  tlie  Mexican  indemnity  bill. 
•  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not 
tha  first  business  in  order;  but  that  that  resolution 
will  come  up  &a  unfinished  business  aAer  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  Jones.  The  resolution  for  closing  de- 
bate on  the  Mexican  indenmity.bill  was  the  pend- 
ing question  when  the  House  adjourned,  i  ask 
for  my  own  information.  Suppose  the  morning 
hour  should  be  spent  in  that  business,  and  when 
it  was  concluded,  some  gentleman  should  move  to 
go  into  c(fnsideration  of  the  business  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  would  this  resolution  come  up  as 
unfinished  business?    I  think  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  know  of 
the  existence  of  the  motion  to  which  the  gentle- 
man refers,  for  he  was  not  in  the  House  at  the 
time  of  its  adjournment.  The  Chair  understands, 
however,  that  that  resolution  i^to  close  the  debate 
upon  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill.  He  desires  to 
inc^uire  whether  it  was  pending  when  the  House 
adjourned  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  It  was.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion and  moved  the  previous  question,  and  pending 
which  the  House  adjourned. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  resolution  is  hi 
order,  and  comes  up  as  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privile^. 
I  desire  now  to  call  up  the  resolution  which  I 
offered  a  few  days  since,  in  reference  to  the  legali- 
ty of  the  seat  which  the  Delegate  from  Utah  [Mr. 
JBkrnbisel]  occupies  upon  this  floor. 

PlioPOSITION  TO  CLOSE  DEBATE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest  to 
the  gentleman,  that  he  firs~t  permit  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston']  to 
be  disposed  of.  The  previous  question  has  been 
demanded  upon  it. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to 
lay  the  resolution,  for  closing  debate,  upon  the 
table  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    Then  1  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  I  shall  be  induced 
in  a  single  remark.  I  desire  that  the  House  shall 
understand  the  precise  point  I  had  in  view  in 
making  thaf  motion.  I  presented  the  resolutioo 
yesterday,  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  matter  be- 
fore the  House.  I  moved  the  previous  tjuestioo, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  intimated  to  the  House 
that  I  did  not  desire  to  press  a  vote  upon  it.  I 
said  then  that  I  would  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
previous  question,  and  leave  the  House  to  deter- 
mine its  own  time  for  closing  the  debate. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  willwithdraw  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  debate  shall  go  on. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
previous  question.  As  I  stated  on  yesterday,  1  do 
not  wish  to  entrap  any  portion  of  the  House  bv 
that  motion.  I  only  desire  that  the  House  shall 
fix  upon  some  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  thfe  g^entleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Swebtser]  withdraw  his  motion  to  \»y 
upon  the  table? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  No,  sir;  I  must  adhere  to 
it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tb' 
negative. 

So  the  House  refViaed  to  lay  the  resolution  up^^ 
the  table. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  move  to  amend  the  refplutior*' 
so  as  to  provide  that  debate  shall  close  at  thVr^ 
o'clock  to-morrow. 
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The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  ag^reed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  rasoiution  as  amended;  ana  being  put,  it  was 
adopted. 

ELECTION  OF  THE  DELEGATE  FROM  UTAH. 

Mr.  BRIGOS.   I  now  desire  to  call  up  the  res- 
.  -.  _         t^-      .»     »      1-.     )f  the  seat  which  the 

ask  that  the  resolu- 


ohitioa  touching  the  leeality  of  the  seat  which  the 
Delegate  from  Utah  holds.     I  w 


cion  may  be  read. 
The  resolution 
follows: 


then  read  by  the  Cutast  as 


Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  Blectioni  be  Instructed 
If  inquire  ioto  the  election  of  John  M.  Bemhisel,  the  pres- 
«tt  Delegate  from  Oie  Territory  of  Utah — whether  said  elec- 
tiao  WK»  held  according  to  law,  and  whether  any  bribery, 
corrviicioo,  or  other  illegal  mexuu  was  made  oae  of  by  saiii 
Bfrubi&el,  with  Brighara  Toung,  or  any  other  persons,  to 
■eeore  the  said  election  and  return ;  with  power  to  send 
Ik  pc»ona  and  papers. 

Mr.  B.  I  said  the  other  day  aH  that  I  think  ne- 
cessary to  say  for  the  present  upon  this  subject. 
I  only  desire  to  explain  the  object  I  had  in  view  in 
presenting  this  resolution  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  With  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brig«8,j  I  desire  to 
make  a  suggestion.  If  that  resolution  is  called  up 
this  morning,  the  presumption  is  that  it  will  give 
rise  to  debate.  If  it  proves  true  that  a  debate  will 
grow  out  of  it,  I  presume  the  whole  morning  hour 
will  be  consumed  with  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
<aiiem%n  from  that  Territory  will  desire  to  be 
eard  upon  iu  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that 
basmuch  as  debate  has  been  cloned  upon  the 
Mexican  indemnity  bill,  whether  it  is  not  best  not 
td  consume  time  in  the  discussion  of  this  reaolu- 
tion,  but  proceed  at  once  to  that  bill. 

Mr.  BkIGGS.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
ftom  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  I  will  say,  that 
if  \  was  satisfied  that  much  of  the  time  of  this 
House  would  be  consumed  in  debate  upon  this 
resoloiMn,  I  would  not  object  to  its  lying  over  until 
another  Siv. 

Mr.  DEAN.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  this 
resolution  will  be  debated  whenever  it  comes  up. 
Myself  and  others  desire  to  be  heard  upon  it.  I 
would  suggest,  therefore,  to  my  colleague  "[Mr. 
BaiGGslthat  he  allow  it  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  Considering  that  there  has 
been  a  postponement  of  one  day  for  the  discussion 
of  this  Mexjcan  indemnity  bill,  I  hardly  think  tliat 
it  would  be  intrenching  upon  the  time  which  would 
be  consumed  by  any  member  upon  that  subject. 
I  think  the  time  fixed  upon  for  closing  debate  upon 
that  question  will  allow  gentlemen  to  discuss  it  to 
their  entire  satisfaction.  Tshall  therefore  feel  bound 
to  press  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  think,  in 
this  matter,  we  should  consult  the  wishes  of  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Utah.  I  have  no 
<ioubt  that  whatever  may  oe  his  wishes  in  rela- 
tion to  the  time  for  considering  this  resolution,  they 
win  be  at  once  acquiesced  in  by  this  House. 

Mr.'  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  NfW  York  [Mr. 
fiaiGGi]  to  this  fact:  The  resolution  which  he 
has  introduced  here,  at  least  by  implication,  re- 
flects upon  the  mode  by  which  the  D^egate  from 
Htah  Territory  has  obtained  his  seat  upon  this 
floor.  Now,  It  strikes  me  that  it  is  due  to  that 
Detente  that  he  should  be  heard  in  explanation 
of  tne  charge,  or  implication,  thus  brought 
against  him.  1  desire  to  say  further,  that  it  is 
important  that  this  matter  should  be  discussed, 
aod  well  understood,  before  we  proceed  to  act 
^n  it.  I  am  for  giving  the  gentleman  from 
Utah  a  chance  for  a  fair  fight. 

Mr.  BERNHISEL.  For  the  information  of 
the  House,  I  b^  leave  merely  to  state,  that  I  re- 
ceived the  news  of  my  nomination  on  my  way 
home  last  year;  that  I  had  no  competitor  at  the 
election,  and  received  every  vote  cast  for  a  Dele- 
gate to  Congress;  and  that  the  election  did  not 
cost  me  one  dollar  in  money,  as  has  been  errone- 
onsly  reported  and  circulated  here.  The  certifi- 
cate of  my  election,  giving  the  number  of  votes, 
and  signed  by  the  Governor  and  countersigned 
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by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  and  having 
a^xed  to  it  the  broad  seal  of  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  I  ask  leave  to  send  to  the  Clerk^s  table,  to 
be  read  for  the  itUbrmation  of  the  liouse.  I  feel 
no  inclination  to  oppose  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
ofiTered  without  any  evidence  to  sustain  it,  but  I 
cheerfully  leave  it  to  the  disposition  of  the  House. 
1  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  communication. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
communication  can  be  read. 

No  objection  being  nuide,  the  communication 

was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Territory  of  Uiaky  Executive  Department : 

I,  Brigham  Young,  Governor  of  said  Territory,  do  certi- 
fy, that  at  an  election  held  in  and  for  said  Territory  on  tbc 
first  Monday  of  Angunt,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ttfiy-oae,  being  Utc  fourth  day  thereof,  in  pursuouce  of 
a  proclamaUon  isBued  by  me  for  that  purpose,  fbr  a  Dele- 
gate to  repre:«ent  the  said  Territory  of  Vuut  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  one  thousand  two  himdred  and  Oity- 
nine  votes  were  polled,  and  that  Jolim  M.  Benihlsel  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fi(\y- 
nine  votes,  as  appears  by  the  returns  of  said  election  filed 
in  the  Executive  Department. 

Therefore,  I  do  hereby  declare  the  said  John  M.  Bern- 
bisel  duly  elected  Delegate  of  the  said  Territor>'  of  Ulah  to 
the  thirty-second  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  Tcrri- 

rory,  at  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  this  tbirtievh  day  of 

[l.  a.]  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou«a«d  eight 

hundred  and  fif^-one,  and  of  the  lade^adesca  of 

the  United  States  the  seventy-sixth. 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG. 
By  the  Governor: 

B.  D.  UAsais,  Secretary. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEfPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  that  motion  for  one  moment  I 
will  renew  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  shall  vote  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution upon  the  table,  and  I  wish  to  give  my  reasons 
for  such  a  vote,  and  why  I  consider  this  resolution 
improper.  I  did  not  understand  tiie  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Briogs,]  who  onered  this 
resolution,  to  say  in  his  place  that  he  indorsed  it; 
and  he  does  not  come  before  the  House  now  and 
say  that  he  believes  there  has  been  any  fraud  or 
corruption  upon  the  part  of  the  Delegate  from 
Utah.  On  the  contraiy,  he  says  he  knows  noth- 
ing about  it.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  this  House 
entertaining  for  one  moment  loose  accusations, 
with  no  other  foundation  than  rumor,  against  any 
person  occupying  a  seat  on  this  floor,  even  as  a 
question  of  privilege.  If  these  things  be  true,  let 
some  member  who  knows  the  facts  come  forward 
and  moke  distinct  allegations,  or  let  some  individ- 
ual present  a  memorial  touching  the  matter.  That 
would  be  the  proper  course—- 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  explain  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  The  |fentleman  from  Georgia 
does  not  understand  me,  if  he  says  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  was  corruption  in  the  return  of  the 
present  Delegate  from  Utah.  I  do  believe  that 
there  was  corruption.  That  certificate  of  elec- 
tion which  has  been  read  was  of  an  election  held 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law  organizing  that  Ter- 
ritory. It  was  an  election  in  pursuance  of  an  old 
custom,  or  law,  which  existea  in  that  Territory 
before  the  organization  thereof.  Although  the 
signature  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Territoir  is  at- 
tached to  that  certificate,  it  has  been  stated  to  me 
by  gentlemen  returned  from  there,  and  conversant 
with  this  matter,  that  that  signature  was  obtained 
from  Mr.  Harris  by  the  direct  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  Territory,  and  a^inst  the  direct 
protest  of  Mr.  Harris  against  giving  his  official 
signature  to  that  document;  and  also,  that  his  name 
was  attached  to  that  paper,  which  purports  to  be 
a  certificate  of  election,  when  the  returns  of  elec- 
tion had  not  come  in;  that  he  was  directed  to 
attach  his  name  and  tlie  official  seal  of  Secretary 
thereto  before  the  result  of  the  election  was  ascer- 
tained. I  said  the  other  day,  I  believe,  that  I  was 
averse  to  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  ciues- 
tion  before  the  House,  and  that  facts  had  been 
stated  to  me  convincing  me  that  there  was  gross 
corruption  there;  and  tluit  I  wished  the  matter  to 


go  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  who  could  sum- 
mon witnesses  before  titem,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  facta  in  the  case.  I  do  not  know  the  facts  per- 
sonally, though  they  were  stated  to  me  by  gentle- 
men of  veracity. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  The  char^  the  gentle- 
man makes  barely  amount  to  this — that  he  be- 
lieves that  the  Delegate  from  Utah  has  been  elected 
in  violation  of  the  organic  law  of  the  Territory, 
or  not  in  conformity  thereto.  That  resolution 
makes  an  inc^uiry  whether  the  Delegate  himself 
did  not  use  bribery. 

Mr.  BRlGGS.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolution  again.  I  tliink  there  is  something 
about  bribery  in  the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objecUon  it 
will  be  read. 

There  being  no  obiection,  the  resolution  was 
read  as  above  reported. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  That  is  enough.  There  is 
a  direct  imputation  o^nst  the  gentleman  occupy- 
ing a  seat  upon  this  floor  from  that  Territory,  and 
caJiiiig  upen  a  committee  to  investigate  whether 
bribery  and  corruption  had  not  been  used  by  him, 
or  some  one  else,  to  procure  his  seat  upon  this 
floor,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will 
not  state  that  he  believes  such  to  be  the  fact.  He 
might  Just  as  well  ofiTer  such  a  resolution  touching 
myself  or  any  other  gentleman  upon  this  floor. 
I  am  opposed  to  any  such  proceedings  without 
distinct  cnarges,  sustained  by  some  known  party 
who,  by  making  them,  becomes  responsible  for 
them. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  In  respect  to  corruption,  then, 
I  am  unwilling,  at  all  times,  to  indorse  rumors 
with  r^ard  to  the  misconduct  of  any  gentleman, 
especiaSy  when  occupying  a  seat  here.  Although 
he  may  not  hold  his  seat  legally,  yet  while  he  is 
here  I  recognize  him  as  a  member  until  it  is  proved 
to  the  contrary.  It  has  been  said  that  there  was 
money  corruption  there,  and  that  money  was  paid 
to  Brigham  Young  as  a  condition  upon  whicli  he 
should  obtain  a  seat  here.  I  do  not  know  it;  I 
cannot  prove  it,  but  it  has  been  so  stated. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  The  gentleman  does  not 
make  that  charge  himself;  he  does  not  indorse  the 
rumor;  nor  has  anybody,  by  memorial,  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject.  If  any  per- 
son will  take  it  upon  himself  to  do  so,  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  us  to  act.  I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  tliis  House  taking  up  out-door  rumors.  If  any 
gentleman  feels  authorized  to  make  distinct  charg^es 
of  this  character  against  that  Delegate,  let  him 
come  forward,  and  I  will  be  willing  to  give  him  a 
full  hearing  and  aid  in  having  an  investi|^ation; 
but  not  without.  So  far  as  the  other  point's  con- 
cerned— that  is,  that  the  present  Dele^te  may  have 
been  elected  contrary  to  the  organic  law  of  the 
Territory — I  believe  the  rules  of  this  House  fur- 
nish ample  provision  for  all  necessary  and  appro- 
priate inquiry — it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  to  inquire  into  such  matters.  The 
standing  rule  of  the  House  (No.  77)  provides, 
that 

"  ft  shall  be  die  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  ccrlifirales  of  elections 
or  other  credentials  of  the  memhcra  returned  to  serve 
in  tills  Hon^ie;  and  to  taktt.into  their  consideration  all  such 
petitions  and  other  matters  touching  elections  and  returns  as 
shall  or  may  be  presented,  or  come  into  que&tion,  and  b« 
referred  to  them  by  the  Uouie." 

Now,  if  any  outside  persons  wish  to  make  such 
a  complaint,  let  them  petition  this  House,  and  let 
such  petitions  be  referred  to  the  Conrmiittee  of 
Elections,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inquire  into  every 
case  and  see  whether  there  is  bribery  or  not. 

I  move  now  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.  » 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  a  moment,  for  ex- 
planation only,  or  for  the  presentation  of  any  fact 
which  he  may  have  to  state  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  state  merely  that 
this  case  is  like  all  other  cases. 

Mr.  MEADE.    1  rise  to  a  <^estion  of  ord^r, 
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It  ii»  that  members  be  made  to  take  their  seata.  1 
cannot  hear  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  nor  can 
I  sap  his  lips  move.  I  might,  perhaps,  ^ess  at 
his  words  if  1  could  see  bis  lips  moving,  but 
there  are  so  many  men  standing  and  obstructing 
mv  view,  that  1  cannot  see. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  vigor- 
ous efforts  to  preserve  order,  but  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  succeed,  unless  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  aid  him  in  the  preservation  of  order. 

Order  beingrestored, 

Mr.  CARTTER  (resuming)  said:  All  1  wish 
to  say  is  simply  this:  that  the  case  presented  to  us 
here  is  the  form  in  which  such  cases  are  always 
presented  to  this  body  for  an  investigation,  it 
seems  to  be  treated  by  gentlemen  as  a  prejudg- 
ment, when  it  is  merely  the  initiative  to  the  in- 
quiry. The  proposition  made  by  the  honorable 
member  from  rfew  York  [Mr.  Briogs)  is  to  refer 
to  a  standing  committee,  constituted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  and  determining  these  ques- 
tions, the  subject  of  the  right  of  the  member  from 
Utah  to  a  seat  on  this  floor.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  resolution  of  the  member  from  New  York  ex- 
cept matter  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  investigation.  Now,  I  am  as 
much  in  favor  as  the  honomble  member  from 
Qeoi^ia  of  a  deliberate  and  impartial  investigation 
of  the  subject,  though  I  do  not  concur  with  him 
in  this,  that  we  ought  to  close  our  eyes  to  Uie 
question  of  investigation.  He  says  the  subject 
comes  here  without  any  authority  even  to  open 
an  investigation.  Why,  sir,  we  nave  now  lying 
upon  the  table  of  this  House  a  report  from  the  re- 
turning officers,  save  one,  implicating  the  conduct 
of  that  community;  and  if  I  recollect  right,  impli- 
cating the  conduct,  or  alluding  to  the  mode  of  the 
election  of  the  Delegate  from  Utah.  Are  we  to 
disregard  these  intimations  that  there  is  something 
wrong  in  Utah  ?  If  we  are,  sir,  it  occurs  to  me 
that  me  country  is  involve^  in  the  result  of  letting 
that  people  run  wild  in  their  relations  to  this  Gov-  ' 
eniment,  and  at  the  same  time  claiming  a  control 
over  them.  I  would  not  prejudge  this  case,  though 
before  that  resolution  is  finally  submitted  to  the 
House,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  adding 
another  inquiry  to  it,  and  that  is,  whether  polyg- 
amy is  tolerated  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  iusti- 
fiea  by  them,  and  whether  the  honorable  Dele- 

Sate  upon  this  floor  is  liable  to  the  suspicion  that 
e  is  a  polygamist.    I  do  not  iiiresume  ne  is. 

[A  Voice.    What  if  he  is  Pf 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  am  inquired  of,  upon  my 
right,  what  if  be  is  ?  If  he  is,  there  is  one  vote 
upon  this  floor  that  will  vote  him  out  of  this  Hall. 
fLauehter.]  That  is  the  answer  to  that  ouestion. 
I  will  not  consent  silently  to  sit  upon  this  floor 
with  any  man  who  openly  defies  the  laws  of  his 
country  as  a  polygamist. 

Mr.  FITCH.    I  must  call  the  gentleman  fVom 
Ohio  to  order.    He  is  speaking  of  matters  not  now 
before  the  House,  and  is  indulging  in  a  strain  of 
persona^  remarks  which  the  rules  of  this  House  ! 
will  not  warrant.  | 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  as  charging  the  gentleman 
from  Utah  with  polygamy. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Not  at  all.  I  was  merely 
supposing  it  might  be  so.  If  it  is  so,  I  have  but 
one  vote  to  give  upon  this  floor.  We  cannot  close 
our  eyes  to  the  tact,  that  these  things  are  whis- 
pered, and  more  than  whispered;  that  they  come 
to  us  under  the  authority  or  the  report  of  the  dis- 
franchised oflicers  whose  duties  tnere  have  been 
foreclosed  by  violence,  as  they  say.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  prejudge  this  question,  but  I  do  propose  to 
lend  what  Uttle  energy  I  have  in  an  investigation  of 
them,  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  lay  that  resolution 
upon  the  table,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  succeed. 

Several  Mkmbbrs.    Withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Appeals  are  made  to  me  by 
members  to  withdraw  my  motion,  but  I  cannot 
yield  to  them. 

Mr.SEYMOUR,ofNewYork.  I  wished  tocall 
the  gentleman 's  attention  to  one  fact,  before  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  is  made.  My  colleague — 
the  mover  of  this  resolution,  [Mr.  Baioot] — had 
expressed  a  desire,  if  debate  arose,  that  the  matter 
inight  lie  over  until  another  day.  And  I  think  it 
is  due  to  him,  as  well  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah,  that  it  should,  alter  what  has  oc- 
curred. I  ask  that  it  may,  by  unireraal  consent, 
be  passed  by  at  prwebt. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  cannot  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table.  I  will  ask  of  the  Chair 
whether  it  is  in  order  for  me  now  to  move  to  sus- 
pend Uie  rules,  and  that  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  make  a  su^estion 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  learn  that 
this  18  a  question  of  privilege,  and  that  it  has  been  i 
so  decid^  by  the  C^hair.  The  gentleman  from 
New  ifork  can  then,  by  leave  of  tlie  House,  with- 
draw his  resolution,  and  introduce  it  hereafker  at 
any  time  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  hope  that  course  may  be 
taken. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  If  I  have  that  power,  I  will  be 
happy,  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  to  avail  my- 
self of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
the  gentjeman  possesses  that  power  over  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.    I  then  withdraw  it. 

ENHOLLED  BILLS. 
Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  "A 
joint  resolution  providing  for  the  binding  of  certain 
documents,'*  and  also  *•  An  act  authorizing  the 
payment  of  interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  the  advancement  of  money  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States  in  repelling  in- 
vasion and   suppressing  insurrection  at   Indian 
Stream,*'  in  said  State;  which  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Speaker. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  MOLONY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  f  ranted  to  withdraw  ttom  the  filef 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  presentation  in  the  Senate, 
the  petition  and  paper*  of  Orris  Crosby. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  INDIANA  AND  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  MOLONY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce,  on  to-morrow,  or  at  an  early  convenient 
day,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making 
a  ^rant  of  land  to  the  Slates  of  Inaiana  and  Illi- 
nois, in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  across  the  Grand  Prairie,  via 
Midaleportyto  La  Salle,  in  Illinois. 
CALL  FOR  INFORMATION  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution,  which  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be  read,  in  order  that  the 
information  asked  for  may  be  placed  before  us  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  time  to  which  debate 
upon  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill  has  been  limited. 
Ir  gentlemen  want  the  information  let  them  obtain 
it  in  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Kcsolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  traosmit  to  this  Hooee  copies  of  the  notes 
addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the  Mexican  Min- 
ister. Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  (on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of 
the  Mexican  indenmity,)  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March  last,  tofether  with  statements  of  any  information 
which  may  have  l>een  verbally  communicated  to  his  De- 
partment by  the  Mexican  Minister,  in  regard  to  tlie  wish  of 
the  Mexicon  Government  as  to  the  payment  of  the  money 
here,  and  a  settlement  of  the  tenns  upon  which  it  was  wfll- 
ing  to  receive  it. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  rise  to  a  priv- 
ileged Question .  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
now  taxen  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Oisnkt.I 
I  do  it  because  it  proposes  to  call  for  the  verbal 
conversation  which  took  place  between  the  Mexi- 
can Minister  and  our  Secretary  of  State.  I  think 
that  it  is  improper  to  call  upon' the  Department  for 
verbal  communications  made  in  casual  conversa- 
tions. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  move  to  lay  that  motion 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BROOKS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution; which  request  was  complied  with. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  would  inquire  of  my  col- 
league over  the  way,  if  it  would  not  be  more  in 
conformity  with  the  usage  of  the  House  to  address 
the  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States — that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
information,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interests  ? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  comply 
with  the  sugerestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    I  do  not. 


The  Question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  upon  a  division  there  were — ayea  80, 
noes  64. 

Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  nnd  it  was  decided 
in  the  aflirmative — ^yeas  103,  nays  73;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Charles  Alien,  John  Appleton,  Atb«, 
Averett,  Thomas  B.  Bayly,  Bartleti,  Bis*eU,  Bomck, 
Baell,  Busby  ,Thoropeon  Campbell,  Cartter,Caslue.Cliarcb- 
wetl,  Clark,  Oolcock,  Daniel,  DawMn,  Dean.  Dinouck, 
DU>uey,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastman,  Edsv^tnn,  £4imaiidK0i], 
Faulkner,  Picklin,  Fitch,  Florence,  Thnmatt  J.  D.  Falkr, 
Gaylord,  Giddings.  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall.  Hamilion, 
Isham  6.  Harris,  Han,  Hendricks,  Henn.  Hibbard,  lloUt- 
day,  Thomas  Y.  How,  IncerMll,  Iver,  Jenkins.  Andrew 
Jtmnson.  John  Johnson,  Rribcrt  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Preston  King,  Kurts,  Lefclier.  Lockhart,  Msre, 
Maan,  Humphrey  Marshall,  McCorkle,  Mc Donald,  fflcMuK 
lin,  McNair,  Meade,  Millson,  M«Hony,  MorriM>n,  Morray, 
Naber»,  Newton,  Olds,  Orr.  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W. 
Parker,  PeaHee,  Peun,  Phelps,  Polk,  Price,  Richardioii, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Russell,  Scm-ry,  Origen  S.  Seymoor, 
BkeUon,  Smart,  Smith,  Benjomin  Stanton,  Frederirk  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Steven*, 
Stone,  at.  Martin,  Stratton,  Swcctser,  Thurston,  Towuv 
hend.  Tuck,  Venablc,  Watkins,  Addison  While,  and  Wil- 
cox—103. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abcrcrombie,  Aiken,  Allison,  William 
Appleton,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bibigliaus,  Bowie,  Bowne,  Bren- 
ton.  Briggs,  Brooks,  Burrows,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
bell, Chandler,  Clingniau,  Cobb,  Conger,  Culloia,  Geoi|e 
T.  Daris.  Dockery,  Duncan.  Dunham,  Eirans,  Ewini^ 
Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gentry,  (Silroore,  Goodeaow, 
Goodrich,  Harper,  Haws,  Harcall,  Haren,  Hillyer.  Hor». 
ford,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  HQDler, 
Jackson.  James  Johnson,  G«orge  W.  Jones,  KubDs,Mania, 
Miller,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John  Moore,  Morebcad, 
Outlaw,  Pennlman,  Porter,  Rantoul,  Sdiermerbem,  School- 
crah,  Schoonmaker,  David  !•.  Seymour,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Stmther,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompfon, 
Walbridge,  Ward,  Washburu,  Welsh,  Weils,  Alexaader 
White,  WiUiams,  and  Yateii— 73. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  now  ask  the  unanimoui  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  make  an  alteration  in  \he 
phraseology  of  the  resolution.  I  owe  it  in  justice 
to  myself  to  say  that  I  wrote  it  hastily  at  roydetk, 
and  that  it  is  not  in  the  foxm  I  should  have  wished 
if  I  had  had  more  time  to  draw  it  up.  I  ask  leave 
so  to  alter  the  phraseology  as  to  make  the  call 
directly  on  the  President.  It  would  be  tnort  re- 
spectful and  proper  to  do  so,  but  I  can  only  do  it 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STUART  objected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  would  suggest  to  the  ^ 
tleman  from  Ohio  to  make  another  roodiiiestion, 
and  that  is,  to  submit  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
President  whether  the  communication  of  this  in- 
formation is  compatible  with  the  public  interests. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  But  I  cannot  make  any  modi- 
fication, for  there  is  objection. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  withdraw  my  objecUon 
if  the  gentleman  will  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
resolution  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  communicate  the  verbal  intercourse  between  him 
and  the  Mexican  Minister. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  intended  my  alteration  to  em- 
brace the  modification  suggested  by  the  ^sntlecnin 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  and  to  insert  the 
words:  "  if  compatible  witlithe  public  interests, 
but  1  cannot  alter  the  resolution  if  there  is  objec- 
tion. .  . 

Mr.  CARTTER.  1  have  no  objection  to  that, 
provided  there  is  no  other  nrK)difieation.       « 

Mr.  DISNEY.    I  do  not  ask  to  makeany  other. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 


Mr.  DISNEY.  Then  I  will  so  modify  myj^" 
olution  as  to  make  the  call  directly  upon  the  iw- 
dent,  and  to  insert  the  words  •«  if'^compaUble  wiw 
the  public  interests.**  ,^    ,,^ 

Nf  r.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  iw 
modification. 

ASSIGNABIUTT  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  bufln»i>« 
order  was  the  report  of  the  se<ect  committee  on 
the  bounty  land  bill,  and  that  the  gentleman  trom 
Iowa  [Mr.  Clark]  was  enuUed  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Perhaps  it  would  haje  x^ 
but  justice,  had  I  stated  yesterday  <}»*V  '  J>rtd 
tleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dubthim,!  ^*;^J.,*!ot 
the  substitute  to  this  bill,  declared  that »' J^JJ^j^-^ 
his  design  to  cut  short  the  compensatioa  ^  .^^ 
these  land  ofitcers  are  suppo»ed  to  be  en  • 
He  contended  that  if  they  were  «n"f ^"JJuii- 
pensation,  they  should  present  their  d**"**  "^  ^u-i 
HouM.    i  hava  but  very  Utde  to  wy  upon  tJ.tt 
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branch  of  the  subject  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
already  said.  I  commend  the  motives  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  admitting  the  claims  which  I  have  urged. 
But  I  believe  that  unless  compensation  shall  be 
provided  by  this  bill,  it  will  never  be  made  at  all — 
that  will  be  the  result.  Whence  the  necessity  of 
ooovertin^  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  into  two 
great  auditors'  offices,  to  settle  and  adjust  claims 
which  can  be  better  settled  and  adjusted  at  the 
proper  auditor's  office? 

When  I  concluded  my  remarks  on  yesterday,  I 
was  considering  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Tuck,]  in  which  he 
was  deprecating  speculations  in  the  public  lands, 
and  urging  Congress  to  such  a  course  as  should 
eat  them  short.    I  can  assure  that  gentleman  I 
am  as  much  oppos«^  to  speculations  of  that  kind 
as  he  possibly  can  be ;  but  we  differ  in  the  mode 
by  which  the  object  is  to  be  accomplished.     I  have 
•aid  that  there  was  but  little  speculation  in  public 
kinds  in  that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I 
come.    But  let  us  take  the  gentleman's  hypothe- 
•is,  and  grant,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that 
there  will  be  speculation  in  these  lands,  and  that, 
loo,  by  means  of  land  warrants.    Now,  the  fact 
must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  the  location  of  war- 
rant*,  as  the  law  now  stands,  is  confined  to  lands 
which  were  in  market  at  the  time  the  law  restrict- 
ing their  location  was  passed.    Another  fact,  also, 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  settlers  must  have 
lands,  and  they  will  secure  them  by  means  of  war- 
rants also;  because  they  can  be  had  materially 
cheaper  in  that  way.    Now,  is  not  the  conclu- 
sion a  necessary  one,  that  the  speculator  and  the 
•eitler  will  be  thrown  together  in  their  appropria- 
tions?   In  other  words,  speculators  will  hold  large 
bodies  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  keeping  it  from  the  hand  of  improvement, 
and  thus  preventing  progress  in  the  advantages  of 
society,  schools,  and  those  various  and  cherished 
institutions  which  can  be  had  only  by  those  who 
Hre  in  the  association  of  neightlorhood.     This 
condition  of  things  brings  the  cultivators  of  the 
■oil  and   speculators  together  with  adverse  and 
prejudicial  interests :  it  is  the  interest  of  the  settler 
that  the  lands  around  him  should  be  settled  and 
taitivated ;  it  is  the  interest  of  the  speculator  to  retain 
Ins  Wads  until  time  and  the  improvements  around 
him— improvements  which  he  aid  not  make — shall 
pre  them  an  enhanced  vahie.    If,  therefore,  as  is 
muBtedj  there  must  be  speculators  in  the  public 
knds,  it  is  clear  to  my  mmd,  that  it  would  be  best 
to  open  to  them  the  whole  domain,  which  would 
prevent  them  from  crowding  in  upon  settlements 
already  made,  to  the  injury  of  the  erowth  of  those 
settlements.    Libert)r  to  the  speculators  to  ^o  far 
distant  for  their  locations  would  work  a9  a  kind  of 
■afety-Talve  to  sections  and  neighborhoods  already 
coosidembly  advanced  in  improvement. 

Again:  if  it  be  true  that  the  public  domain  must 
be  cursed  with  the  blight  or  speculation,  how 
would  it  be  removed  by  confining  the  location  of 
warrants  to  restricted  limits  ?  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  thousands  of  immigrants  who  seek 
homes  in  the  far  distant  States  and  Territories  of 
the  West  must  not  only  have  lands,  but  they  must 
have  them  as  cheap  as  they  can  be  bought;  they 
will,  therefore,  provide  themselves  with  warrants, 
and  take  thAr  lands  within  the  limits  prescribed, 
even  though  they  should  be  compelled  to  take  land 
of  secondary  value,  because  they  have  not  the 
ability  to  purchase  with  cash.  To  this  course  they 
are  driven  by  the  law  of  necessity.  Now,  what 
is  the  consequence?  Precisely  this:  the  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  are  withdrawn  from  the  most  eligi- 
ble portions  of  the  Government  lands,  and  they 
are  left  entirely  open  to  speculators,  to  absorh  them 
with  their  casn  capital,  without  restraint  or  com- 
petition; and  as  they  could  select  the  best  lands, 
their  inducements  to  appropriate  them  with  cash, 
would  be  even  greater  than  to  embark  into  specu- 
lations with  warrants,  when  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  encounter  an  active  and  progressive  com- 
petition; so  that,  view  the  subject  in  either  light, 
It  will  be  impossible  to  cut  short  speculation  by 
the  restriction  of  warrants  to  limits  less  than  the 
whole  area  of  public  lands  in  market.  These  re- 
marks are  not  designed  to  remove  any  intrinsic 
diflloilty,  as  I  understand  the  subject.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  speculation  enough  in  the  public 
knds  to  cause  alarm,  or  to  call  for  auy  remedial 
measures  of  legislation.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  contends  that  the  true  policy  is  to  con- 
fine the  location  of  warrants  to  ctrtain  narrow 


bounds,  in  order  to  prevent  speculation.  1  have 
merely  endeavored  to  show  that  the  direct  tenden- 
cy of  such  a  course  would  be  in  aid  of  speculation. 
Sir,  the  way  to  prevent  speculation,  in  case  there 
was  danger  on  that  subject,  is  to  throw  the  doors 
wide  open,  and  let  the  immigrant  and  the  settler  go 
with  the  speculator,  without  hindrance  or  clogs, 
and  the  one  will  see  that  the  other  shall  do  Uitle 
or  no  harm. 

Another  objection  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  raised  to  the  adoption  of  that 
section  in  the  substitute  which  provides  for  the 
creation  of  a  new  class  of  warrants,  was  found  in 
the  act  of  1647,  pledging  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  to  the  payment  of  the  loan  of 
f|23,000,000,  created  by  that  act;  and  this  objec- 
tion was  made  to  apply  as  well  against  that  sec- 
tion which  permits  the  location  of  warrants  on  all 
lands  in  market,  as  to  that  which  provides  for  the 
issuance  of  new  warrants.  Is  the  gentleman  aware 
of  the  length  to  which  that  argument  would  carry 
him  ?  It  would  repeal,  by  implication,  all  the  ex- 
isting acts  for  educational  purposes,  and  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  so  far  as  they  are  to  work 
prospectively.  If  it  be  true  that  that  act  is  a  mort- 
gage of  all  the  public  lands,  what  becomes  of  your 
sixteenth  sections — your  ^ants  of  seventy-two 
sections  to  endow  a  university  in  each  State,  which, 
if  not  given  by  a  standing  law,  is  almost  equally 
as  effectually  done  by  precedent  of  long  standing? 
What  becomes  of  that  provision  of  law  by  which 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  are  to  be^iven  to  each 
State  upon  its  admission  into  the  family  of  States, 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  ?  According 
to  the  argniment,  the  mortgage  would  cover  and 
destroy  Sii  these  munificent  donations  for  the  most 
praiseworthy  purposes.  And,  moreover,  would  the 
gentleman  contend  that  the  act  of  pledge  covered 
all  the  Mexican  territory  which  has  been  acc^uired 
since  its  passage?  Ana  yet  this  is  the  legiumate 
result  to  which  his  argument  leads.  I  do  not  by 
any  means  suppose  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  that  act  to  appropriate  a  UmiUd  portion  of 
the  public  lands  to  advantageous  and  worthy  pur- 
poses, if  by  such  a  course  you  do  not  matenally 
affect  the  security  intended  oy  the  act  itself.  Now, 
the  income  of  cash  mUs  for  the  year  1850  was 
more  than  |1 ,800,000,  and  in  1851  it  was  more 
than  $2,000,000,  independent  of  lands  taken  up 
with  warrants — a  sum  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
whole  debt  in  eleven  or  twelve  years,  independent 
of  interest;  and  yet  the  funded  portion  of  that  loan 
has  twenty  years  from  the  date  of  the  act  to  run. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  argument  would  be  good 
against  a  system  which  should  propose  a  sweep- 
ing disposition  of  the  public  domain,  or  the  greater 
part  of  it. 

These  views  constitute  about  all  I  have  to  say 
upon  the  subject.  1  cannot  see  why  the  Gfbvern- 
ment  should  have  two  standards  of  value  of  the 

rublic  lands— one  cash  value,  and  one  scrip  value, 
was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissell]  upon  this 
part  of  the  subject.  He  contended  for  the  restric- 
tion clause,  ana  yet  he  was  pleased  to  inform  the 
House,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  pending  bill 
which  proposes  to  give  lands  gratuitously  to  actual 
settlers.  Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that  this  was  a 
manifest  contradiction  and  injury.  It  proposes  to 
give  those  who  had  performed  no  service  for  their 
country,  as  the  soldier  had;  who  had  given  no 
consideration,  as  the  assignee  of  the  soldier  had 
done,  when  he  purchased  his  warrant, — a  far  more 
advantageous  position,  when  it  suffered  them  to 
take  the  fiittest  of  the  land,  while  it  confined  the 
soldier  and  those  who  purchased  of  him  to  lands 
of  secondary  character,  and  finally  to  the  leanest 
picking.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  sheer  injustice. 
Besides,  it  is  a  system  of  restriction,  without 
merit,  and  odious.  It  confines  a  large  class  of  the 
most  meritorious  men,  by  reason  of  uncontrollable 
necessity,  to  narrow  limiuand  compulsory  choice. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  only  (ailing  to 
makh  progress,  according  to  the  prevailing  spirit 
of  improvement  and  liberality — that  it  is  not  even 
holding  to  the  advantages  of  a  stationary  position 
— that,  in  the  language  of  a  great  man,  itis  **  tread- 
ing some  steps  backward" — that  it  is  in  ffrincipk 
an  attempt  to  galvanize  the  old  policy  which  was 
attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  tne  country  forty 
years  ago — and  I  believe  it  is  the  federal  policy, 
too — of  requiring  a  given  township  to  be  sold  clean 
out,  before  another  should  be  accessible.  I  be- 
lieve the  sun  wtnt  back  upon  the  dial  Ahas  tan 


years,  but  the  gentleman  had  made  his  go  back 
nearly  half  a  century. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  those  who  have  ne- 
cessity for  land  have  the  same  means  for  acquiring 
it  aside  from  warrants  that  they  had  before.  And 
so  they  have.  It  may  be  said  that  settlers  in  new 
countries  have  flourished  under  the  system  which 
has  heretofore  prevailed,  and  what  is  to  prevent 
their  prosperity  now  ?  Sir,  it  is  in  American  char- 
acter to  flourish,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  su- 
perincumbent load  of  difficulties  upon  it.  The 
virtues  inherent  in  that  character,  the  indomitable 
energy  and  will,  and  the  far-reachine  enterprise  of 
our  people,  warrant  it.  But  does  timt  constitute 
a  reason  why  you  should  surround  them  with  dif- 
ficulties; or,  m  other  words,  fail  to  remove  them 
when  it  can  be  so  cheaply  and  so  justly  done?  I 
know  that  thousands  go  to  the  new  lands  of  the 
NVest,  who,  when  they  have  reached  their  destina- 
tion, have  not  a  dollar  with  which  to  purchase  a 
plank  to  cover  their  heads  from  the  storm,  or  pur- 
chase a  bushel  of  meal  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
families.  They  are  compelled  to  go  upon  credit, 
if  they  have  any,  and  if  not,  they  are  forced  to 
labor  one  day  for  their  neighbors  to  procure  these 
things,  and  the  next  for  themselves.  To  this  class 
fifty  or  a  hundred  dollars  was  no  insignificant 
sum.  This  class  you  can  materially  benefit  by 
giving  them  the  lar^rest  liberty  in  the  location  of 
warrants;  and  I  maintain  they  ought  to  have  it. 
I  do  not  see  for  what  reason  you*  should  have  a 
double  system — a  cash  val  e  and  a  warrant  value 
for  lands.  Is  it  worthy  the  liberality  and  the  high 
character  of  the  Government  ?  Is  it  dealing:  equi- 
tably by  all?  It  is  not,  in  my  opinion.  Throw 
the  doors,  then,  wide  open,  and  let  all  who  go 
upon  the  public  lands  select  such  as  they  please, 
with  whatever  will  purchase  those  lands.  Then 
will  you  confer  a  boon  which  will  be  effectual— 
which  shall  be  blessed  and  blessing. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickivs,  their  Secre- 
tary, announcing  that  they  had  passed  the  follow- 
ing bills,  viz: 

An  set  to  extend  tbe  time  for  Mlecting  Isndf  granted  to 
the  State  of  Wiiconain  for  saline  purpo««>s  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow*  and  relations  of  cer- 
tain oAcere  and  ■eamen  of  the  brig  Washington,  who  were 
lost  overboard  in  the  hurricane; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Suite  of  Illinois  to  select  the  res- 
idue of  the  lands  to  which  she  is  entitled  under  tbe  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  18i7,  granting  lands  to  aid  that  State  ia 
opening  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
with  those  of  Lake  Michigan ;  and 

An  an  act  to  admit  the  berma^rodite  brig  Sylfriiide  to 
registry.] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Believing,  as  I 
do,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  rendered 
more  certain,  and  be  facilitated  by  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  I  have  arisen,  not  for  the  purpose  of  par- 
ticipating in  the  debate  which  has  sprung  up  upon 
the  various  features  in  this  bill,  but  with  the  view 
of  moving  the  previous  question  on  the  motion 
pending  to  refer.  Before  I  make  that  motion, 
nowever,  I  will  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House — for  I  believe  it  cannot  be  done  but  by 
such  consent — that  this  bill  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  for  Monday  next, 

A  Voice.    Monday  week. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  is  suggested  that  Monday 
next  is  not  a  proper  day.  I  will  say  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  from  day  to  day  until  it  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  TUCK.     I  object. 

Mr.  MEADE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see will  allow  me. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Certainly,  if  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  explain. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  desire  to  inform  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  that  there  is  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  containing  provisions  similar  to  those  in 
this,  and  which,  from  a  slight  dance,  appears  to 
me  to  be  preferable  to  this.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
would  be  wise  in  us  to  bring  on  the  consideration 
of  the  two  bills  together,  and  that  when  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker's  table  is  taken  ur>  that  we 
refer  that  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
gether with  the  one  now  pending,  so  as  to  con- 
sider them  both  together,  and  then  choose  the  one 
that  seems  to  be  best. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  bs  done  only  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House;  and  if  it  be  granted  the  Houm  can 
rtfer  both  bills  together. 
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Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  no  objection,  but  I 
would  prefer,  if  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  18  granted,  to  refer  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
unon  the  same  subject  to  the  Coraniittee  of  the 
"Whole,  and  make  the  two  a  special  order. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  feel  constrained  to  object  to 
that. 

The  SPEAKER.  It-  cannot  be  done,  as  it  is 
objected  to. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     I  will 

Mr.  ORR.    I  believe  I  have  the  floor.    The 

Sentleman  has  moved  the  previous  question,  and  I 
0  not  see  how  he  can  occupy  the  floor  under 
such  circumstances. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  stated  that  to  be  my  in- 
tention, and  I  will  do  it  before  I  take  my  scat.  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  the  rules  be  suspended,  and 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Has  the  morning  hour  ex- 
pired ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  hot. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Is  it  in  order,  then,  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  When  a  gentleman  can  ob- 
tain the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  mo- 
tion, it  is.  The  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  other 
day,  was,  that  a  gentleman  could  not  deprive  an- 
other of  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  on  a  division 
there  were — ayes  87,  noes  32. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
JoKEf,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  bill  before  the 
committee  is  the  annual  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  resolution  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hous- 
ton.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  take  up  the  bill 
No.  46,  making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  in- 
demnity to  Mexico;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  the  discussion 
of  this  question.  I  shall  not  probably  avail  my- 
self of  my  privilege,  and  consume  the  hour  to 
which  I  am  entitled.  I  will  not  say,  as  did  tlie 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  1  am  a 
lawyer,  for  I  am  not;  that  I  am  a  judge  or  have 
been  a  judge,  for  I  liave  not;  but  I  have  been  a 
juror,  sir,  and  I  never  yet  pronounced  my  fellow 
man  guilty  of  a  misapplication  or  embezzlement  of 
money,  when  I  knew  he  never  had  received  it. 
Perhaps  if  I  had  had  more  experience  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  I  would  not  speak  thus.  But,  sir,  I 
c:%re  nothing  for  experience.  I  have  no  respect 
for  experience,  or  re^rd  for  expediency.  Expe- 
rience never  taught  a  man  a  better  road,  but  only 
enabled  him  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  old  one. 

By  the  treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  the  United 
States  became  bound  to  pay  the  Government  of 
Mexico  fifteen  millions  of  dollars — three  millions 
down  and  the  balance  in  annual  payments.  The 
history  of  the  payment  of  the  first  installments  has 
been  detailed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt.]  The  last  is  yet  to  be 
paid.  As  no  money  can  be  dniwn  from  theTreas- 
nipy  except  by  appropriation  of  law,  this  bill, 
now  under  discussion,  was  introduced  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  its  immedi- 
ate passage  urged  by  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
Yes,  it  is  urged  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  when  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  there 
is  something  connected  with  it  that  requires  dis- 
closure; and  it  is  urged  by  other  parties;  and  be- 
cause other  parties  nave  urged  the  passage  of  that 
hill  upon  this  floor, my  voice  is  heard  hereto-day. 
Had  It  not  been  for  this  paper  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  emanaiino:  from  men — I  will  not  dignify 
tliem  by  calling  tliem  financial  onemtors — but  men 
who  are  the  fund-mongers  of  this  country,  I 
should  not  have  spoken  upon  the  question.  How 
is  it  ?  The  moneyed  power  of  Europe,  the  moneyed 
power  of  this  country,  speak  to-day  in  dictatorial 
terras  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States.  They  urge  upon  us — not  because 
they  have  an  interest  in  the  matter,  for  tliey  dis- 
claim any  interest — the  immediate  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  say  there  should  bs  no  more  **  useless 
discussion  upon  the  bill.*'    Has  it  come  to  this, 


that  this  moneyed  power  stands  up  and  dictates  to 
the  representatives  of  twenty-four  millions  of  peo- 
ple, that  they  shall  pass  or  not  pass  a  law  ?  And 
do  they  dare,  in  their  unparalleled  impudence,  to 
come  here  and  say  that  the  discussion  of  this 
question  is  needless  ?  Yet  that  is  the  language  of 
their  paper. 

They  say  the  passage  of  this  bill  should  not  be 
impeded  by  needless  discussion.  For  one,  I  am 
determined,  as  a  representative  of  a  portion  of  the 
American  people,  to  proclaim  here  upon  this  floor, 
that  I  am  ready  te  impede  the  progress  of  this  bill 
with  all  kind  of  needless  discussion.  I  hope  there 
are  other  members  upon  this  floor,  who  will  give 
these  fund-mongers  specimens  of  such  needless 
legislation ,  as  wUl  satisfy  them  that  they  have  no 
connection  with  the  American  people — that  this 
is  a  Government  of  the  people,  and  not  of  any 
moneyed  power.  Who  are  these  men  ?  Baring, 
Brothers  <&  Co.,  and  Corcoran  &  Riggs — whose 
banking-house  stands  opposite  to  your  Treasury, 
a  fungus  upon  it,  growing  rich  and  enlarging  itself 
by  wliat  it  robs  from  that  which  it  destioys — and 
Howland  &  Aspinwall,  and  others,  plunderers  of 
the  Treasury.  They  are  the  men  who  dictate  to 
the  American  Congress,  that  the  passage  of  the 
bill  shall  not  be  impeded  by  needless  discussion. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  paper,  and  some  rumors 
which  have  been  circulated  m  the  public  prints,  as 
I  have  said  before,  I  should  not  have  spoken  upon 
this  question.  But  it  has  been  charged,  that  there 
may  possibly  be  some  fraud,  or  impropriety,  con- 
nected with  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  and  I  hold  it 
to  be  my  duly — to  be  the  duty  of  every  representa- 
tive upon  this  floor — when  imputations  are  thrown 
out,  as  to  the  character  of  any  nnancial  transaction, 
that  they  should  be  examined  and  probed,  and 
that  everything  connected  with  the  finances  of  the 
Government  should  be  closely  inquired  into.  It 
has  been  charged,  that  a  contract  has  been  made 
between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  these 
bankers,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  money 
—that  they  have  been  appointed  the  agents  of  this 
Government  for  paying  this  money  to  Mexico. 
Ours  is  a  Government  of  laws.  We  have  laws 
creating  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  our  oflicers. 
We  have  financial  oflicers  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Government,  and  I  take  this 
position,  that  without  the  special  authority  of  law. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  department 
to  substitute  any  oflicer  to  discharge  the  duties 
that  devolve  upon  it.  Is  there  any  authority  of 
law  for  making  this  contract?  Is  their  contract, 
in  reference  to  which  information  has  been  asked 
this  morning  of  the  Department,  binding  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States — is  it  binding 
even  upon  the  other  parties  to  it?  Certainly  not; 
for  tlie  parties  themselves — Corcoran  &  Riggs, 
Howland  &  Aspinwall,  and  Baring,  Brothers  & 
Co. — expressly  say  that  they  do  not  conceive 
themselves  now  bound  as  contractors — that  they 
are  released  from  all  obligation^  under  the  contract; 
and  so  they  are.  He  cannot,  and  never  could, 
nor  could  any  other  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or 
Secretary  of  State,  make  a  contract  which  would 
be  binding  upon  the  Government,  or  even  upon 
the  other  contracting  parties.  In  the  debate  upon 
this  question  the  other  day,the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  made  the  following  re- 
marks: 

"  But  no  contract  wan  made,  nnd  no  contrnct  could  be 
mad*;  which  would  bind  this  Ilouiie  in  any  manner  what- 
^never.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  department  of  thifi 
Government  to  make  a  coiuract  tor  the  neirntintion  of  itD 
payment  beibre  an  appropriation  upon  tlic  part  ofCoiij^rcss 
had  been  made.  Tliv  Government  could  make  an  arrange- 
ment only  alter  the  appropriation  bad  been  made." 

How,  then,  would  this  Government  have  been 
placed  in  regard  to  the  contract,  had  there  been  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  alleged  contractors  to 
have  performed  their  part  of  it,  by  not  paying 
the  money  ?  If  the  United  States  nad  placed  in 
the  hands  of  these  contractors  a  portion  of  this 
money  in  advance  of  its  payment  to  Mexico,  and 
that  without  receipts  or  discharges  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  and  these  contractors  refused  or  n^lected 
to  pay  to  that  Government,  would  it  be  justified 
in  demanding  that  additional  payment  should  be 
made  in  consequence  of  their  failure  ?  Beyond  a 
question.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it;  because  the 
contracting  party,  in  case  they  had  misapplied  the 
money,  might  have  stood  up  and  said  to  you 
and  the  Secretary  of  State:  **  You  have  made  a 
contract  with  us  that  you  had  no  right  to  make. 
It  was  not  binding  upon  the  Govenmimt,  and 


consequently  not  binding  upon  us,  the  other  con- 
tracting party."    There  is  another  view  of  this 
question  to  which  I  will  allude.     1  will  admit  for 
argument  the  right  existed  on  the  part  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  make  tlie  contract,  but  I  will 
say,  although  the  right  did  exist,  it  was  an  im- 
proper act  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  and  I  say 
so  tor  this  reason :  This  being  a  Government  of  the 
people  alone,  it  should  not  be  the  Government  of 
any  moneyed  power;  timt  should  have  no  influence 
in  the  Government,  and  particularly  not  if  that 
moneyed  power  be  a  foreign  one.     How  is  it 
with  these  moneyed  powers  ?    They  now  control 
the  entire  destinies  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 
They  are  seeking    to   control    the  destinies  of 
this  nation.      They  are  ottempting  to  undermine 
the  liberties  of  the  people;  ana  the  whole  history 
of  the  moneyed  power,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  will  show  that  it  was  never  the  ad- 
vocate of  human   rights    and   human   libertiet. 
The  moneyed  power  throughout  the  world  was 
always  the  agent  of  the  oppressors  of  human  lib- 
erty and  human   rights.     Who  are  these  con- 
tractors ?    They  are  the  very  same  men  controlling 
the  Governments  of  Europe,  upholding,  by  their 
money,  the  corruptions   of  the  old  monarchies. 
The  very  same  men,  governed  by  these  same  feel- 
ings, nowsay  to  the  representativesof  the  American 
people.  You  must  not  discuss  this  question, beeauie 
It  is  needless — ^improper.     Why,  who  does  not 
know,  in  the  history  of  this  moneyed  power,  that 
it  invariably  corrupts  the  Grovemment — that  it 
corrupts  the  masses;  that  it  lays  its  mighty  hands 
upon  even  talent  and  intellect,  and  sacnficet  tbem 
with  its  power  of  corruption.    The  brightest  genius 
this  GrovernmeiH  ever  beheld  in  his  {viimiest  daf , 
when  the  fire  of  talent  beautified  and  illamioed 
him,  the  victim  of  this  moneyed  power^sacHficctf 
upon  its  altar.    It  is  because  of  this  xaontjtd 
power,  so  insidious  in  im  character,  supporung 
and  encoura^ng,  as  it  does,  sappers  ana  misen 
upon  your  Treasury,  that  I  take  this  position.   I 
stand  upon  this  floor  to-day  and     ay,  to  thie 
House  of  Representatives — say  to  the  Araerictn 
people — that  I  am  bound   to  impede  this  legisla- 
tion of  Congress.    I  stand  here,  not  the  advocate 
of  legislation   by  Congrecs,   but  as  the  sworn 
opponent  to  the  action  of  Congress,  saving  for 
one  thing,  and  tlint  is,  to  pay  the  debts  m  the 
Government.    I  will  legislate  for  no  other  purpose 
but  to  pay  our  debts,  and  *  *to  provide  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare."    But  I  will  provide  for  tbegeneral 
welfare  solely  by  paying  the  debts  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  if  it  be  necessary,  I  will  levy  laxesfor 
that  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  only.    To  that 
end  only  can  Congress  levy  taxes  for  the  general 
welfare.    Tliis  Congress  legislates  too  much.  We 
have  too  much  legislation  before  us,  and  by  whom 
is  it  brought  here?    By  ^'hom  are  the  various 
projects  coming  up  here  for  the  purpose  of  robbing 
the  Treasury  advocated  and   sustained?    Why, 
by  men  under  the  influence,  under  the  control  of, 
and  whose  destinies  hang*  upon,  this  moneyed 
power.    We  legislate,  as  1  have  said  before,  too 
much.    The  moneyed  power  seeks,  not  only  here, 
but  every  where,  to  centralize  power  in  Govern- 
ments.   It  is  the  great  advocate  of  the  centrali»- 
tion  of  power.     Every  act  of  this  Gk»vernment 
which  tends,  in  the  least,  to  the  cenfralization  of 
power,  or  that  takes  anything  from  the  States, 
which  they  can  do,  I  will  oppose.    I  stand  here 
the  advocate  of  the  ri^ht  of  tne  States  to  protect 
its  citizens  in  everything  they  require.    The  peo- 
ple have  no  claim  upon  Congress.    This  Congress 
has  no  right  to  pass  any  law  which  the  people  of 
one  section  of  the  country  can  say  benents  them, 
and  which  another  section  can  soy  does  not  bene- 
fit them.    The  Legislatures  of  the  several  Stales 
can  do  all  the  acts  necessary  for  the  prosperity, 
theglory,  and  dignity  of  the  country. 

What  has  the  acUon  of  Congress  added  to  the 
glory  of  this  country  ?    Have  the  ta  iff*acts  jMiwed, 
which  have  been  so  much  talked  about,  added  one 
particle  to  the  wealth  ond  power  of  the  country? 
Has  any  mher  action  of  Congress  added  wealin 
and  power  to  the  country  ?    The  wealth  and  power 
of  the  country  are  produced  in  another  quarter. 
It  is  in   the  States  themselves— in  the  peop/e-- 
that  they  are  oroduced,  and  it  is  the  legislauon  of 
the  several  States,  developing  the  resources  ot 
these  States,  that  has  made  this  country  what  ii 
is.     I  stand  here  to-day,  not  the  advocate  of  tM 
gbry,  power,  and  wealth  of  the  States  conwU- 
dated,  but  the  advocate  of  the  glory,  wesWi. 
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and  power  of  the  States  independent.    We  are 
independent  of  erery  power  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  except  one.    It  ia  this  moneyed  power, 
which  has  come  up  here  and  stands  now  in  your 
House  of  Representatives,  and  says  you  shall  not 
impede,  by  needless  discussion,  tne  passage  of  a 
bill  by  which  they  can  plunder  your  Treasury. 
We  snould  be  independent  of  that  moneyed  power. 
How  can  we  be  independent  of  it?    Why,  sir,  it 
is  very  simple.    We  can  do  our  own  uusiness. 
The  financial  operations  of  this  country  can  be  con- 
ducted without  the  aid  of  foreign  capitalists.    We 
have  the  wealth  ourselves;  we  havfe  the  talent  our- 
selves; we  have  the  financial  knowledge  ourselves. 
Let  us  connect  that  talent — that  financial  knowl- 
edge with  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
not  rely  upon  foreign  aid — upon  foreign  mon- 
eyed powers  for  any  operation.    'Now,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  simple  transaction.    It  is  alleged  tiiat 
it  is  necessary  to  pay  this  money  to  Meicico; 
that  there  should  be  an  agent  appointed,  and  that 
a^nt  should  be  the  moneyed  power  of  Great  Brit- 
ain— that  which  is  connected  with  the  perpetuity 
of  the  monarchies  of  Europe.   It  is  allied  tnat  this 
power  should  be  our  agent  to  transact  the  simplest 
Duslness  transaction  in  the  world.    This  moneyed 
power  invariably  attempts  to  throw  a  cloud  of 
mystery  around  its  operations.    In  connection 
with  this  payment  there  should  be  no  mystery.  It 
is  the  simplest  business  transaction  under  heaven, 
and  there  is  no  need  of  employing  an  agent,  and 
that  agent  a  moneyed  power,  not  responsible  to 
the  Government.    We  can  do  the  business  our- 
selves.   We  want  no  agent,  other  than  him  who 
is  appointed  by  this  Congress. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  oueation. 
It  is  said,  and  I  believe  said  truly,  that  the  Mexican 
Government  does  not  require  this  money  to  be  paid 
in  thecity  of  Mexico.  By  the  treaty,  we  are  bound 
to  pay  the  money  in  thecity  of  Mexico,  and  in  the 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  Mexico,  and  nothing  else, 
under  the  atfict  letter  of  the  treaty,  we  have  no 
r^t  to  pay  it  in  anything  except  in  the  gold  and 
aJver  com  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
But  it  is  said  that  Mexico  does  not  want  it  there. 
Km  a  simple  financial  transaction,  profitable  to 
themselves,  and  wi^out  any  loss  to  as,  of  course 
they  did  not  want  it  there.    Now,  the  question  is, 
can  it  be  paid  elsewhere?    I  hold  it  is  perfectly 
immaterial,  as  far  as  this  Government  is  con- 
camed ,  where  the  money  is  paid — in  what  it  is 
paid->provided  we  obtam  an  acquittance  in  full 
trom  the  Government  of  Mexico.    How  did  the 
agents  of   this  Government,  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  pay  the  money  in  Mexico  ? 
Why,  they  sent  an  agent  to  Mexico  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  the  required  funds,  in  the  language 
of  their  letter.     That  gentleman  proceeded  to 
Mexico,  remained  there  nine  montns,  drew  his 
bills  of  exchange  upon  England,  France,  and  the 
United  States,  and  upon  those  bills  of  exchange 
paid    the    entire  |3,500,000,  with  the  exception 
of  $300,000,  which  he  borrowed  upon  bills  to 
be  negotiated  afterwards.    Now,  is  it  not  plain 
that  this  payment  was  not  made  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  that  it  was  not  made  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  gold  and  silver  coin, 
but  was  made  in  bills  of  exchange  drawn  against 
the  fund,  which  they  did  not  take,  and  which  they 
were  enabled  to  meet  by  advances  made  to  them 
contrary  to  the  law  by  the  officers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment.   They  did  advance  over  one  million  of 
money,  and  that,  too,  when  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment bad  not  presented  one  single  acquittance. 
Now,  I  charge  here,  there  having  been  a  change 
already  made  in  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  it  is  not 
necessary,  as  alleged  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Batly,]  that  the  strict  letter  of  the 
treaty  should  be  kept,  and  the  agent  required  to 
pay  the  money  in  tne  city  of  Mexico,  and  in  the 

fold  and  silver  coin  of  Mexico.  It  can  be  paid 
ere.  The  treaty  has  already  been  violated  in  its 
strict  letter — the  money  has  not  been  paid  as  re- 
quired by  the  strict  letter  of  the  treaty,  but  it  has 
been  paid  in  bills  of  exchange;  which  these  agents, 
in  violation  of  good  faith,  took  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  the  Gfovernment,  and  made  usurious 
rates  of  interest  upon.  What  do  the  agents  of 
this  Government  say?  They  say  the  result  of 
these  exchange  operations,  with  all  the  attendant 
risks,  was  a  pront  of  about  one  per  cent,  upon 
the  amount,  and  that  the  contractors  made  no 
othtr  profit  except  the  loaning  to  the  Government 
of  Mexico  money  of  their  own.    That  money  of 


their  own,  was  money  advanced  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  loaned  out  to  the  mer- 
chants and  Government  of  Mexico,  at  exorbitant 
rates  of  interest.  Well,  they  intimate  that  the 
money  was  loaned  out  at  the  legal  rate  of  interest. 
But  mind  the  phraseology — it  accords  witli  the 
fact  that  money  was  loaned  out  at  the  then  cur- 
rent rates  of  interest  in  Mexico,  and  the  current 
rates  were  fixed  by  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  and  such  rates  were 
known  to  be  from  fifteen  to  twenty-four  per  cent. 
They  made  no  loans  at  the  legal  rate  of  interest, 
but  they  made  them  at  the  current  rates  of  inter- 
est, and  they  were  fixed  and  established  by  them- 
selves. 

Now,  I  come  more  immediately  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  bill  itself,  and  as  to  what  shall  be  the 
action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  h.  It  is  known 
that  we  have  money  to  pay  to  Mexico.  Shall 
we  appoint  as  agent  for  us  in  this  matter,  a  for- 
eign moneyed  power,  which  is  every  day  seeking 
to  corrupt,  undermine,  and  control  our  legislation; 
or  shall  we  appoint  our  own  agents  under  the 
autliority  of  law,  responsible  to  ourselves,  to 
transact  and  carry  out  this  simple  business  trans- 
action. That  is  one  view  of  the  cose.  For  my 
part,  I  would  attach  to  this  bill  an  omendment, 
that  the  money  should  be  paid  by  agents  respon- 
sible to  the  Government.  VVe  have  those  agents 
already  appointed — the  financial  agents  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment. If  we  have  no  one  appointed,  we  can 
appoint  one.  Another  proposition  is,  that  we 
snould  permit  the  Mexican  Government  to  do  the 
simplest  business  act  in  the  world,  that  is,  draw 
upon  us  themselves,  accompanying  (heir  drafts 
with  acquittances  and  full  discharges  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  their  liability  under  the  treatV ;  and 
we  could  then  pay  these  drafts  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury or  accept  them  hereafter  for  payment.  Is 
there  any  objection  to  this  course?  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  BatltJ  inti- 
mates there  is,  because  we  cannot  change  the 
treaty.  The  treaty  reouires  that  the  money  should 
be  paid  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  the  golu  and  sil- 
ver coin  of  Mexico.  How  have  the  previous  pay- 
ments been  made?  Has  not  the  treaty  alreaay 
been  violated  ?  Has  not  the  Mexican  Government 
itself  violated  the  treaty,  and  our  own  Government 
violated  the  letter  of  the  treaty  ?  If  it  be  ncessary 
to  carry  out  this  three  million  transaction  through 
the  meaium  ^f  an  agency;  if  it  be  deemed  inex- 
pedient to  appoint  a  Government  agent,  or  allow 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  under  our 
own  control — responsible  to  us — to  make  the  pay- 
ment; if  it  be  deemed  inexpedient  or  improper, 
or  not  in  conformity  with  the  strict  letter  of  the 
treaty,  that  the  drafts  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  upon  our  Treasury  accom- 
panied by  the  acquittances — ^I  say,  if  these  thins^s 
oe  deemed  impolitic  or  unnecessary,  let  us  ao 
another  act  of  justice  to  ourselves,  that  is,  ff  agents 
be  absolutely  necessary,  employ  our  own  people, 
our  own  money,  and  our  own  financial  men.  Do 
not  let  us  connect  ourselves  with  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  or  those  who  are  its  agents.  Do 
not  let  us  connect  ourselves  with  those  who  are 
every  day  seeking  to  break  down  our  national  enter- 
prises. Why,  how  is  it?  We  have  claims  before 
us  here  of  those  connected  with  most  important 
national  enterprises,  in  which  they  charge  that  the 
moneyed  power  of  Great  Britain,  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  into  which  the  Barings  &,  Bro- 
thers are  so  closely  interested,  are  seeking  to  break 
down  our  lines  or  steamers,  simply  because  they 
are  the  best  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  here  we 
are  sustaining  by  our  legislation  an  attempt  to 
make  money  out  of  our  own  people,  by  which 
they  can  break  down  our  national  enterprises. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  have  to  encourage  anybody — ^if 
we  are  bound  to  add  to  the  wealth  of  any  man, 
let  him  be  one  of  our  (ntn  mf.n.  Let  those  men 
connected  with  these  lines  of  steamers  transport 
the  money  to  Mexico.  If  there  be  any  money  to 
be  made,  let  them  make  it,  and  let  us  not  have  to 
make  an  extra  allowance  to  them  for  the  losses 
which  they  sustain  by  the  corrupting  power  of 
this  money  of  Great  Britain,  which  is  breaking 
down,  as  I  said  before,  our  national  enterprise. 

I  must  confess,  viewing  this  question  in  all  the 
lights  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  that  I  was  much 
suiprised  at  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  upon  this  matter.  Why  should  that 
committee,  in  view  df  all  these  facts,  and  in  view 
of  the  rumors  which  are  afloat  in  connection  with 
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Corcoran  &  Riggs,  Baring  &  Brothers,  and  these 
other  fund-mongers,  hurry  the  action  of  this  Con- 
fess ?  And  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  propoai- 
tion  has  been  sustained  to  cut  off  the  debate  upon 
this  question.  We  need  light  upon  eyeiy  moneyed 
transaction.  There  ia  nothing  connected  with  the 
finances  of  our  country  tlmt  does  not  require  in- 
vestigation; and,  before  we  act  upon  this  bill,  let 
us  investigate  and  ascertain  who  it  is  that  makes 
contracts  and  transacts  the  financial  business  of 
the  country  with  these  banking-houses,  by  which 
they  are  making  immense  sums  of  money  out  of 
us.  Let  us  see  if  these  contracts  be  made  ac- 
cording to  law,  or  in  violation  of  law.  If  they 
are  dishonorable  to  us,  and  dishonorable  to  those 
by  whom  they  are  made,  let  us  know  it,  and  let 
the  American  people  know  it.  They  have  a  right 
to  know  it;  anid  it  is  our  duty,  as  their  representa- 
tives, to  call  for,  and  persist  in  calling  for,  every 
species  of  information  which  can  give  any  light  as 
regards  these  moneyed  transactions.  I,  for  one,  am 
from  this  day  forth  for  a  war  to  the  knife  upon  any 
act  by  which  thee^  banking-houses  of  Baring, 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  Howland  So 
Aspinwnll,  or  any  other  banking-house  shall  have 
any  connection,  in  any  shape,  with  the  action  of 
this  Government.  It  is  not  necessary.  It  is  in 
violation  of  law — it  is  in  violation  of  the  principles 
of  our  Government  that  we  should  have  moneyed 
institutions  connected  with  us,  attempting  to  con- 
trol us,  dictating  to  us,  and  yet  not  responsible  to 
us. 

Mr.  GREY,  (interrupting.)  With  the  pei-mis- 
sion  of  the  gentleman  from  Onio,l  desire  tomaka 
a  brief  personal  explanation  in  relation  to  a  mat- 
ter which  was  brought  up  when  this  bill  was  un- 
der discussion  yesterday.  The  charge  was  then 
made  a^nst  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  for 
whom  I  have  tlie  highest  respect,  that  he  had,  in 
hiS'  official  capacity  as  charge  d't^ffaires  of  this 
Government  in  Mexico,  been  guilty  of  embezzle- 
ment. I  do  not  quote  the  precise  words  which 
were  used,  because  I  do  not  remember  them,  but 
it  was  said  that  many  men  had  b^en  sent  to  the 
penitentiary  for  offences  less  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  country  and  the  laws  of  morality. 
When  that  charge  was  made,  I  read  a  letter  m 
explanation  of  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman. 
The  honorable  member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bay- 
ly] who  made  the  charge,  made  it  with  the  high- 
est authority  that  he  could  possibly  give  to  it. 
He  made  it  from  his  place  upon  this  floor,,  and  at 
the  outset  of  his  remarks  he  stated  to  the  Houae 
the  positions  that  he  had  occupied  in  his  own  Stale, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  indorsed 
by  the  Legislature  and  people  of  that  State,  in 
order,  I  presume,  to  give  force  and  weight  to  the 
charges  which  he  was  about  to  make.  This 
House  and  the  nation  understood, and  will  under- 
stand from  that  speech,  tliat  Mr.  Benj.  E.  Green, 
when  he  was  charge  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
was  guilty  of  collecting  the  sum  of  f^75,000  aa 
agent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Statei, 
for  which  he  haa  never  accounted  to  that  Govern- 
ment. 

Now,  sir,  the  executive  documenta  of  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth Congress  prove  this  fact,  that  Mr.  Green 
was  not  the  agent  to  receive  that  money,  but  that 
he  was  authorized  to  continue  the  agenta  who  had 
been  appointed  by  General  Thompson,  who  waa 
hispredecessor.  Green  was  Secretary  of  Legation 
to  Waddy  Thompson,  the  Minister  to  Mexico, aikl 
after  Thompson  left,  he  was  continued  there  as 
charg€  d*anaires.  He  was  instructed  to  make 
Hargous  &  Co.  the  agents  of  this  Government 
to  collect  this  money,  and  transmit  it  to  the  United 
States.  He  did  so,  and  Hargous  db  Co,  gave  ce- 
ceipts  for  drafts,  which  drafts  nave  not  he«i  paid. 
I  will  show,  by  leUers  of  Waddy  Thompson  him- 
self to  this  Government,  that  he  appointed  Har- 
eoQs  &  Co.,  and  this  man  Voss,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber— and  a  prominent  and  influential  member  too 
•—of  the  firm.  General  Thompson,  in  his  dis- 
patches to  this  Government,  says  that  he  is 
greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Voss,  the  member  of  the 
firm  who  resided  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  for  his 
power  and  influence,  not  only  in .  inducing  the 
Mexican  Government  to  pay  the  money,  but  alto 
in  enabling  them  to  pay  it. 

I  shall  read  from  some  of  these  documents,  and 
1  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will,  when  he  hears  them  read,  withdraw  his 
chacges,  because  I  think  his  recollection  is  greatly 
in  fault.    The  gentleman  seemed  te  be  nnckr  Uie 
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impresaion  yesterday,  that  Qovernor  Shannon  had 
not  arrived  m  Mexico  at  the  time  the  drafta  were 
received,  I  will  show,  by  a  letter  from  Shannon 
himself  to  the  Department  of  Slate,  that  he  was  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  at  the  time  the  money  was 
paid.  The  gentleman  was  egualjy  in  fault  about 
other  things.  He  said  that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  not 
at  that  time  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
has  misunderstood  me.  1  saia  that  the  instuctions 
of  Mr.  Green  were  from  Mr.  Spencer,  and  not 
from  Mr.  Calhoun.  Green  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  he  went  out  under  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Spencer. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  will  show  that  Mr.  Green's  ap- 
pointment as  agent  to  receive  the  money  was  from 
President  Tyler,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  think  that  the  gentleman  is  also  in 
error  in  his  remembrance  of  these  documents,  and 
I  will  read  them  to  correct  him.  I  will  read  first 
from  the  report  of  Judge  Bibb,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  that  time.  Here  is  Judge  Biob's 
response,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress: 

TatAfraT  DEFAa-niRNT,  January  25^  1845. 

Sir:  I  have  die  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
report  on  the  iDquiriea  contained  in  the  reitotuUon  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  reouesUng  you 
to  fbmixh  certain  information  in  relation  to  the  installments 
of  indemnity  payable  by  Mexico,  under  the  convention 
with  that  Republic  in  April  and  July  last : 

This  Department  can  only  furnish  the  Information 
called  for,  as  to  **  who  is  the  a^ent  of  the  United  States  to 
*  receive  said  payments ;  under  what  authority  he  exer- 

<  cises  the  power  of  afent ;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  in- 

<  Ibrraation  he  has  received  from  said  agent  on  the  subject. " 

On  the  6th  of  Aiu{ust,  1843,  the  Hon.  Waddy  Thompson 
was  apprised  that  he  had  been  appointed  by  you  the  agent 
of  the  united  States  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  indemnity. 
The  power  conferred  on  him,  and  then  transmitted,  author- 
ized him  to  appoint  a  substitute ;  and,  by  virtue  of^that  au- 
thority, he  substituted  the  house  of  L.  8.  Hargous  h.  Co.,  by 
whom  all  the  installments  heretofore  paid  were  receiv^ 
and  transmitted  to  the  United  States. 

In  April  last,  B.  £.  Green,  Esq.,  then  chargd  d^aflhires 
of  the  United  States,  was  specially  empowered  to  receive 
the  installment  falling  due  on  the  30th  of  that  month ;  and 
he  was  instructed  by  this  Department  to  make  a  similar  ar-  * 
ransement  with  Messrs.  Hargous  h.  Co.  as  bad  been  done 
by  uie  Hon.  Waddy  Thompson.  This  power  was  not  in- 
tended as  a  revocauon  of  that  to  the  latter  gentleman,  but 
merely  to  prevent  and  meet  any  objection  that  might  be 
urged  to  the  substitution  of  Messrs.  Hargous  It  Co.  being 
considered  by  the  Mexican  Government  as  at  an  end  after 
Mr.  Thompson  had  returned  to  the  United  Stales.  The 
power  to  that  gentleman  was  considered  by  the  Department 
as  permanent  until  revoked,  as  will  appear  by  the  docu- 
menu  annexed  to  this  report.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Green, 
herewith  submitted,  states  all  the  information  on  the  subject 
of  those  installments  which  have  been  received  from  him 
aiDce  his  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  GEORGE  M.  RIBB, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatwy. 

To  the  PatfltDKirr  or  thc  Uitmo  Statss. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  How  long  it  the  gentle- 
man going  to  take  to  make  this  personal  explana- 
tion? 

Mr.  GREY.  A  very  short  time  longer.  I 
•hall  have  done  as  soon  as  I  have  raid  these  doc- 
uments. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  cannot  allow  you  more 
than  five  minutes  more.    .    . 

Mr.  GREY.  I  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  fVom  Ohio,  and  of  the  House,  to  allow 
me  to  make  this  explanation. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  i  would  suggest  to  thc  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  that  it  would  be  inconve- 
nient for  him  to  go  into  this  matter  as  a  personal 
explanation;  but  when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 

fetfl  through  he  can  obtain  the  floor;  and  I  hope 
e  wilt,  and  he  will  then  have  a  whole  hour  to  go 
into  it  fully. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  think  it  it  due  to  me  that  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  making  an  expla- 
nation in  relation  to  the  letter  which  I  read  yester- 
day, and  1  appeal  to  the  House  to  allow  me  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  think  this  personal  ex- 
planation  has  occupied  enough  of  my  time,  and  I 

"!!?  ^ISV^.^.SI!?*^'  ^  proceed  with  my  remarks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from  Ohio 
claims  his  right  to  the  floor,  and  will  therefore 
proceed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON  condnued.  There  is  one 
other  matter  to  which  I  wish  briefly  to  allude. 
And  that  is,  the  alle^tion  that  these  parties  did  not 
make  any  money  by  this  transaction— ^at  there 
was  no  money  advanced  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  that  they  them- 
selves made  the  advances  to  Mexico.  Now,  it 
mutt  bt  borne  in  mind  that  they  tent  an  agent  to 


Mexicd  to  draw  these  bills  of  exchange,  and  that 
he  did  draw  them.  But  they  say  that  the  United 
States  made  no  payment  to  the  contractors  except 
to  reimburse  them  for  the  money  paid  by  them  m 
Mexico  from  their  own  funds,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  their  bill  with  authenticated  receipts  from 
the  Mexican  Government.  Now,  if  I  understand 
this  transaction — though  in  this  I  may  possibly  be 
in  error — the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States  did 
make  advances  to  these  gentlemen — these  con- 
tractors. They  did  make  advances  to  them  with- 
out being  accompanied  with  authenticated  re- 
ceipts from  the  Mexican  Government.  Why, 
ment  of  Mexico,  and  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment advanced  to  these  contractors,  by  their  own 
words  and  admissions,  one  million  or  money  by 
the  first  of  March,  when  the  payment  was  not  to 
be  made  until  the  first  of  June.  The  money  was 
advanced,  though  it  was  not  accompanied  by  a 
duly-authenticated  receipt  from  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment. Now,  had  there  been  a  change  in  the 
Mexican  Government,  and  had  they  refused  to 
returriL  the  money  advanced  by  Mr.  Forestall  for 
Mr.  Forestall  advanced  $650,000  to  the  Govem- 
which  they  gave  no  receipt  and  no  obligation, 
except  the  promise  to  reimburse  it  when  the  pay- 
ments were  made — after  the  Government  or  tne 
United  States  had  advanced  the  $1,000,000  to 
these  contractors  to  enable  them  to  make  the  pay- 
ment, what  would  have  become  of  the  $1,000,000 
if  the  Mexican  Government  had  refused  topay, 
or  the  contractors  were  unable  to  pay?  Would 
there  have  been  any  power  in  this  Government  to 
compel  the  contractors  to  make  the  payment? 
They  could  have  said  that  the  contract  was  made 
in  violation  of  the  law,  or,  at  least,  that  it  was  not 
sustained  by  the  law,  and  conseouently  there  was 
no  obligation  upon  the  part  of  tne  contractors  to 
make  the  payment. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  this  subject  may 
be  considered.  The  Government  of  Mexico  want 
this  three  millions  of  money,  and  it  is  known  to 
every  gentleman  in  any  way  fiimiliar  with  the 
subject  that  they  want  it  here,  and  do  not  want  it 
anywhere  else.  Now,  the  simple  question  arises, 
shall  we  pay  this  money  here,  or  shall  we  agnin 
permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  make  another  contract  with 
foreign  capitalists  by  which  they  will  make  mfl- 
lions  out  of  us,  when  we  are  in  no  way  under  ob- 
ligations to  them,  for  they  are  attennpting  to  crush 
us  in  every  possible  way  ?  But  we  are  under  obli- 
gations to  our  sister  Republic  of  Mexico;  and  if 
we  are  to  appropriate  it  to  the  interest  of  any  one, 
we  ought  to  consult  the  interests  of  the  Mexican 
Gk>vemment.  So  let  us  make  this  payment  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  consult  the  interests  of  that 
Government,  and  not  those  of  foreign  capitalists. 
I  believe  the  amendment  submitted  oy  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Marshall] 
comprehends  this  part  of  my  argument.  I  believe 
its  eflect  will  be  to  enable  the  President,  or  the 
prooer  Department,  to  make  such  an  arrangement 
with  Mexico  for  the  payment  of  the  money  as  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  them,  and  that  the  money  may 
be  paid  here.  If  such  be  the  fact,  then  it  accords 
witn  my  view  of  the  case;  and  whenever  this  bill 
comes  up  with  such  an  amendment  attached  to  it, 
I  will  support  it.  But  when  it  comes  up  in  any 
other  form,  or  one  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  the 
power  to  make  any  arrangement  with  any  foreign 
banking  house  for  the  payment  of  this  installment 
to  the  injury  of  Mexico,  I  will  not  vote  for  it.  I 
will  iiot  vote  for  any  act  by  which  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  in  any  way  connected  with  a  foreign 
banking  house.  I  will  now  yield  the  remainder  of 
my  time  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Gret.] 

Mr.  GREY.  I  will  now  proceed  to  read  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Thompson,  in  which  he  says  to  the 
Mexican  Government  that  he  has  appointed  Har- 
gous &  Co.  as  the  agents  to  receive,  receipt  for, 
and  transmit  this  money  to  the  United  States: 
Jfr.  Tkompeon  to  Mr.  Bocanegra, 
Lboatiok  ov  tkb  Umitks  States  or  Ambbica,  } 

Mbxico,  July  99,  1843.      S 

The  undersifned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  tJie  United  States  of  America,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  his  Excel- 
lency Jomi  Maria  de  Bocanefra,  Minimter  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions and  Government,  of  this  date,  infbrming  the  under- 
signed that  the  Mexican  Government  is  prepared  to  pay 
to-day  the  second  instalhnent  under  the  Convention  of  the 
31st  of  January  last. 

The  undersigntd  begB  leave  to  inform  your  Bzcellency 


that  he  has  given  fbll  powers  to  Don  Emllio  Voas,  of  the 
honseofL.  S.  Hargous  k  Co.,  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
the  same ;  and  ben  to  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  i«sar- 
ance  of  his  most  distinguished  cnn#id«nKtion. 

WADDY  THOMPSON. 
His  Excellency  Josb  Mabia  db  BocANBoaA, 

MiniUer  of  Foreign  Relationt  and  Oovemmtni 

of  the  Mexican  ReftthHe. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  yes- 
terday was  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Voss 
was  not  of  the  house  of  Hargous  db  Co.  Now  I 
will  read  further,  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentlenwn 
from  Virginia,  to  see  what  he  says  about  Mr.  Voss: 

*'  There  was  some  doubt  as  to  this  last  payment  being 
made ;  and  although,  as  I  wrote  you,  I  bad  intended  to  have 
lett  here  in  January,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  wait  until  tin 
installment  became  dne.  I  think,  witli  prudence  and  a  lit- 
Ue  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  this  legation,  the 
other  payments  will  t»e  made.  I  am  much  indelned  for  ttie 
punctuality  in  the  two  last  paymeutii  to  the  untiring  eflbrts 
of  Mr.  Voss.  the  partner  of  Mr.  Hargous.  resident  in  Mex- 
ico, and  to  the  great  influence  which  he  nas  with  the  Mex- 
iean  Government,  and  the  aid  which  he  is  able  to  ciTe  the 
Government  in  negotiating  loans  tor  the  balance  of  the  in- 
stallment, which  they  may  need. " 

Mr.  Green's  appointment  to  receive  the  money 
was  dated  April  ^,  1844,  when  Mr.  Calhoun  was 
Secretary  of  State.    It  is  as  follows: 

To  all  who  tkatt  see  thtae  ft etente^  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  full  confidence  in  the  integrity 
and  prudence  of  Benjamin  E.  Green,  Secretary  of  the  Le- 
gation of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  I  do  hereby  empower 
him  to  demand  and  receive  fh»m  the  proper  auttiorities  of 
the  Mexican  Republic  the  money  due  to  the  United  States 
by  that  Repulilic  on  the  30th  of  this  month,  pursuant  to  the 
second  article  of  the  Convention  between  tiie  two  Gotctb- 
ments  of  the  30th  of  Januarv,  1843:  and  f  do  hereby  Airtber 
empower  the  said  BeuJamin  E.  Green,  on  the  pa>-meot  of 
the  money  aforesaid,  to  j|ive  fUl  acquitmnces  for  the  same ; 
and  he  is  further  authorised  to  appoint  a  substitute  or  sub- 
stitutes, to  act  fbr  him  in  the  premises,  in  as  f^ll  and  ample 
a  manner  as  he  is  by  these  presents  authorized  to  do ;  and 
I  do  hereby  ratify  all  his  acts,  and  the  acts  of  his  substitvte 
or  substitutes,  in  the  premises. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1  have  caused  tbeeeal  of  the  UaHed 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  WashingtoB,  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  L4b4 
[l.  s  ]  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  #rty-four,  and  ef 
the  independence  of  the  United  states  the  sixty- 
eighth.  JOHN  TYLER. 

By  the  President: 

J.  C.  CALHora,  Soerefarg  iff  State, 

The  eentleman  from  Virginia  is  mistaken  in  that 
also,    rfow,  here  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Green: 

Jfr.  Oreen  to  Mr.  Bocttnegra, 
Lbsatioh  or  tub  UMrrao  Statbs  op  Ambrioa,  ) 

Mbxico,  May  18,  1844.      \ 

Several  days  have  elapsed  since  the  undei  signed,  cbaryf 
d^aflkires  of  the  United  States  of  America  ad  ialcytM,  bad 
the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  his  Excelleacy  J.  M.  de 
Bocanegra  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which  note  his  ExceHeiiey 
promised  that  the  installment  due  on  the  30th  ultimo  ahovld 
be  paid  on  the  following  day,  (the  7th  instant.) 

The  agent  anthorixed  to  receive  the  indemnity  has  daily 
applied  for  payment  at  the  Ministry  of  Hacienda ;  bat,  ap 
to  this  moment,  not  a  dollar  has  beea  paid.  The  llnde^ 
signed  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  his  great  aurpriae  at 
this  fkilure  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  meet 
its  solemn  engagements — a  surprise  which  has  beea  moeli 
increased  by  the  conununication  of  die  6th  instant,  abovi 
referred  to. 

But,  fbrbearing  further  comment  fbr  the  present,  the  un- 
dersigned respectfully  requests  that  his  Excellency  ttie  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations  will,  without  fbrther  loss  of  tioM, 
cause  the  said  installment  to  oe  paid  to  Don  Emilio  Voas, 
who  has  nill  powers  to  receire  the  same. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  his  Excellency  M.  Bocanegra  the  assurances  of  hi«  hifh 
consideraUon.  BENJAMIN  E.  GREEN. 

His  Excellency  J.  M.  db  BocAaaeaA,  MiniHerf^c. 

Thus  Mr.  Green,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  re- 
ports, by  order  of  this  Government,  continued 
this  same  man  in  office,  of  the  same  firm,  to  receive 
and  receipt  for  and  to  transmit  money  to  this 
Government.  And  this  same  member  of  that 
firm,  Mr.  Thompson  compliments,  and  says  this 
Government  is  indebted  to  his  influence  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  money.  This  is  in  1844. 
Here  is  the  note  to  Mr.  Shannon,  stating  that  the 
money  had  been  paid: 

Jfr.  Rejon  to  Mr.  Shannon. 

[tbanslation.] 
NATioitAL  Palacb,  Mexico,  8ejiemher9y  1844. 
The  under«>ifned.  Minister  of  Foreign  Kelatiom,  has  the 
honor  to  acquaint  his  excellency  the  Envoy  Eztraordiaanr 
and  Minister  Plenipoientlarv  of  the  United  states  ofAmexi- 
ca,  that  his  excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  informed 
him,  under  date  of  the  97th  of  August  last,  that  the  insttiU* 
ment  due  on  the  30th  April  in  this  year,  and  that  dne  on  the 
30th  of  July  last,  pursuant  to  the  convention  of  the  30th 
January,  1843,  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  appointed  by 
the  Government  of  those  States,  and  that  this  notificattoa 
had  been  delayed  in  cmisequence  of  the  vast  basiae«s  of 
that  Department. 
The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion,  kc, 

MANUEL  CRECENCIO  RJSJON. 
To  his  Excellency  Wilson  Shamxox, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  f  9't. 
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Jfir.  Oreen  to  Mr.  Calhoun.  \ 

Wasuixcttox,  December  Vfj  1844.      | 
ScK :  f n  ttfly  to  yAur  inquiry,  I  tun  9ony  to  intono  you  | 
dial  nmte  oTtlie  three  last  iiwtallni«nc»  had  been  ymd  at  the 
tirue  I  left  the  city  of  Mexico.    It  ii  true  tliat  the  Mexican  t 
Minirter  of  Porrifn  Rclalion«|  by  note  of  the  3d  September,  j 
iiifi>rui«<i  Mr.  Shannon  that  t!ie  two  wlrich  hnd  tUlen  due  ! 
oa  ttt«  30th  April  and  30th  July  had  befn  saiisfied.    Thia 
Doxe,  a  copy  of  which  was  at  the  time  forwarded  to  the  De-  j 
partment,  wan  sent  to  Mr.  Hhailnon  early  on  the  moniing 
uitmr  he  presented  hiii  credentials,  and  was  written,  as  I 
faaive  reason  to  believe,  in  consequence  of  an  impreasion 
U&at  tlie  Mexican  (Joremroent,  by  baring  fkiled  to  pay  the 
iastallmeotof  the  30th  April,  had  torfeitedits  right  under  the 
convention  of  1843  to  pny  by  installnaents,  and  that  Mr. 
Shannon  was  going  out  with  Instmciions  to  demand  pay- 
oaent  of  the  whole  indemnity  under  the  convention  of  1890. 
TtB«  factia,  diat  various  orders  on  the  treasury  were  giv- 
en to  the  a^ent  appointed  lo  receive  the  iostaJlraeitts ;  but  he 
eould  obtain  no  payment  on  these  orders  up  to  the  day  when 
Mr.  Tri^eros  left  the  Treasur>'  Department,  and  the  first 
act  nfbi^  suceeosor  was  to  suspend  tlie  payment  of  all  orders. 
While  upon  this  subject,  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  our 
ctaiina  were  used  by  the  Mexican  Government  aa  a  pretext 
for  levying  a  foreed  loan.    More  than  sufficient  to  pay  all 
oar  claims  was  raised  in  tliis  way;  but  a  very  small  part  of 
It  ha*  been  paid  to  our  citixena,  and  the  rest  has  been  ap- 
fplied  to  otticr  purposes.    At  the  same  time,  it  was  declared 
io  the  official  newspaper  that  our  claims  were  unjust,  and 
that  the  Mexican  Government  owed  our  citizens  nothing; 
bat  the  (breed  loan  was  justified  before  the  Mexican  neo|Ae 
on  the  groond  that  the  previous  administration  of  Busta- 
Biente  bad  pledged  the  natioBal  faith  to  pay  those  daima, 
aad  that,  although  they  were  an  unjust  robbery  on  our  part. 
It  was  neeesaary  that  the  national  nutb,  pledged  by  Biuta- 
mente,  ahould  be  maintained. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedient  aervant, 

BEN.  E.  GREEN. 
Hon.  John  C.  CAi.HOU!f,  Secretary  of  Slate, 

I  have  good  authority  for  stating  that  one  of  the 
members  of  the  firm  of  Hargous  &,  Co.  was  a 
brother  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  Mexico. 

I  win  show  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt}  that  his  memory  did  not  serve  him  cor- 
rectly jji  another  instance.  He  reports  that  Mr. 
Shaonotn,  the  Minister  who  succeeded  Mr.  Thomp> 
son,  was  not  in  Mexico  the  27th  of  August  when 
this  money  was  paid. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentlenum  is  mistaken;  so 
far  from  saying  that  Mr.  Shannon  was  not  in 
Mexico  at  the  time  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes, 
I  said  he  was  there  at  that  time.  His  creden- 
tials were  presented  on  the  first  of  September. 

Mr.  OR£Y.  I,  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  House, 
niaQuderatood  the  gentleman  on  yesterdav.  He 
was  understood  aa  charging  that  Qreen  bad  re- 
ceived this  money  and  had  embezzled  it;  for  Mr. 
Green  was  at  that  time  the  agent  of  this  Gbvern- 
nent,  remaining  there  as  charge  d'aflaires  aAer 
Mr.  Thompson  had  leA,  and  that  the  money  was 
paid  before  the  arrival  of  Governor  Shannon.  If 
this  eentleman  admits  that  Qovemor  Shannon 
was  were  when  Mr.  Rejon  says  the  money  was 
paid,  why,  the  House,  the  country,  and  the 
whole  nation  will  know  that  the  Secretary  of  L<e- 
gBtion  could  not  control  the  payment,  but  that  it 
must  be  made  after  consultation  with  the  Minis- 
tster.  The  Minister  would  control  the  Secretary, 
and  the  Secretary  was  only  the  medium  by  which 
the  Minister  could  communicate  with  the  Govern- 
ment. I  will  read  from  the  first  letter  of  Mr. 
Shannon : 

8ia :  T  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  by  roy  note  of  the 
ttlh  ult.,  of  my  arrival  in  thia  city,  and  the  disagreeable 
occurrence  that  I  enconntered  on  the  road. 

A  short  time  before  roy  arrival,  Mr.  Bocanegra  had  re- 
tired from  the  State  Depulroent,  and  Don  Manuel  O.  Rekm 
had  been  ^>pointed  in  his  place.  The  retirement  of  Mr. 
Bocanegra  is  said  lo  have  been  voluntary. 

On  the  97th  ultimo  f  addresaed  a  note  to  die  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Relations,  informing  him  of  my  arrival  in  this  eity. 
and  desiringto  be  Informed  ofthe  time  and  niace  at  which  1 
eottld  be  permitted  to  present  my  letters  of^  credence  to  the 
President  ofthe  Republic.  I  was  advised  in  due  time  that 
I  would  be  received  by  the  Prerident,  at  his  palace  at  Ta- 
enbaya,  on  the  1st  instant.  I  accordingly  attended.  In  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Green,  at  the  time  and  place  designated,  and 
was  received  by  the  President  with  all  the  courtesy  and  re- 
spect that  1  eoold  have  deabned.  (See  Noa.  1,  S,  and  3,  ae- 
eompanying  ibia  dispatcb.) 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Shannon  was  in  Mex- 
ico at  the  time  the  Minister  of  Finance  stated 
chat  the  arrangement  had  been  made.  Now,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in  error  in  saying 
Uiat  this  letter  stated  that  the  money  had  Seen 
paid  at  the  time  and  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  treaty.  On  the  contrary  the  letter  stated 
that  on  the  27th  of  August,  the  installment  due  on 
the  90th  of  April,  and  that  due  the  30th  of  July, 
had  been  paid  to  the  agent  appointed  by  these 
States,  but  that  this  notification  nad  been  delayed 
in  consequence  of  the  vast  business  of  that  de- 
partment. 

I  will  refer  also  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Green  to 
Mr.  Calhoun,  in  which  it  appears  that  a  call  had 


been  made  by  Mr.  Calhoun  for  additional  inform- 
ation in  relation  to  the  payment  of  that  money, 
in  which  letter  Mr.  Green  states,  that  before  he 
left  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  Mexican  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  b^  a  note  of  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, stated  to  Mr.  Shannon  that  the  payments 
for  April  and  July  had  been  satisfied,  which  note 
was  written,  a0  I  believe, from  an  impression  that 
the  Mexican  Government  had  forfeited  their  right 
under  the  convention  to  pay  by  installments, 
and  that  Mr.  Shannon  had  instructions  to  demand 
payment  of  the  whole  indemnity  at  one  time.  The 
fact  is,  authorized  orders  were  given  to  the  agent 
of  this  Government  to  receive  these  installments. 
But  he  never  obtained  payment  upon  them,  up  to 
the  day  when  Mr.Trigueros  left  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  the  first  act  of  his  successor  was  to 
suspend  the  payment  of  all  orders  or  drafts  upon 
the  Treasury. 

I  will  state  that  just  about  the  time  Mr.  Shan- 
non arrived  in  Mexico,  the  Government  was  on 
the  point  of  a  revolution.  On  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber Mr.  Shannon  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  State 
Department,  stating  that  President  Santa  Anna 
haa  a  large  military  force  under  his  command,  and 
that  he  was  endeavoring  to  induce  the  Mexican 
Gk>vemment  to  believe  that  with  that  army  he  was 
going  to  reconouer  Texas.  Mr.  Shannon,  in  his 
fetter  ofthe  12th  of  November,  states  that  the  letter 
from  the  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to 
him  was  of  such  an  insulting  character  as  to  com- 
pel him  to  suspend  all  diplomatic  intercourse. 

That  was  the  situation  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment at  that  time.  They  were  unable  to  pay. 
They  had  not  the  money,  and  had  failed  to  make 
the  payment;  but  Mr.  Green  urged  them  from 
time  to  time,  and  finally  they  agreed  to  give  to  the 
afent  appointed  by  Mr.  Green,  with  the  authority 
of  this  Government,  drafts,  which  the  agent  ac- 
cepted upon  conference  and  consultation  with  Mr. 
Shannon,  wh«  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico  at  that 
time,  in  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  mission. 
I  will  read  a  line  or  two  from  Mr.  Shannon's  letter: 

"  The  note  of  the  Mexican  Minister  of  the  31st  ultimo  is  so 
insulting,  both  in  its  language  and  charges,  to  the  Oovem- 
ment  ana  people  ofthe  United  States,  and  is  such  a  flagrant 
breach  of  those  rules  of  courtesy  that  should  characterise 
international  diplomatic  intercourse,  that  I  felt  myself  called 
upon  to  demand  that  it  should  be  withdrawn." 

And  he  says,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  in  the  same  letter: 

**  Until  Coiurrees  takes  bold  of  this  i>ub)ect,and  gives  this 
Government  distincUy  to  understand  that  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  must  be  adjusted  in  a  fair  and  Just  manner,  I  do  not 
believe  anything  can  or  will  be  done .  The  whole  tendency 
of  things  in  this  country  is  downward  ;  and  there  is  great 
danger,  if  those  claims  are  postponed  a  few  years  longer, 
that  they  will  be  entirely  lost  to  our  citizens.'* 

Thus  it  is  seen,  that  under  the  apprehension 
that  they  would  be  entirely  lost,  the  agent  of  the 
Government  received  these  drafts.  He  feared,  as 
the  tendency  of  things  there  was  downward,  that 
unless  this  Government  collected  these  claims  im- 
mediately, they  would  lose  them  altogether.  I 
have  not  the  correspondence  before  me,  but  I  am 
told  that  when  Mr.  Slidell  was  there,  and  refused 
to  be  received  by  the  Mexican  Government,  he 
states  that  the  drafts  were  then  there  and  unoaid. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  House  will  inoiulge 
me,  I  will  recapitulate  a  little,  because  here  is  a 
charge  made  upon  the  floor  of  Congress  by  a  man 
of  as  high  character  as  any  in  this  Hall — the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
— a^nst  a  man  who  has  always  sustained  a  fair, 
a  high,  and  an  honorable  character;  and  who, 
when  a  very  youn|^  man,  was  intrusted  by  the 
Government  in  the  important  capacity  of  cnarg€ 
d'affaires  to  Mexico,  and,  in  relation  to  whom, 
Mr.  Calhoun  himself  stated,  and  also  other  emi- 
nent men,  that,  although  a  young  man,  his  cor- 
respondence was  conducted  with  as  much  ability 
as  that  of  any  of  our  foreign  legation.  I  have 
shown  that  the  gentleman  is  in  error  in  supposing 
tliat  Mr.  Green  received  this  money,  or  that  a 
merchant  other  than  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Har- 
^us  6l  Co.,  was  authorized  by  him  to  receive 
It.  I  have  shown,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  Mr.  Thompson  was  authorized  to 
appoint  agents  to  receive,  receipt  for,  and  trans- 
mit this  money  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Green 
was  instructed  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
continue  the  same  a^nt  to  receive  the  money, 
and  Mr.  Green  appointed  the  same  house,  and 
the  same  member  of  that  firm,  who  had  been 
appointed  by  Mr.  Thompson  to  receive  it  in  the 
city  of  Mexico.    The  money  was  not  paid,  but 


that  ag^ent  received  drafbi,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  admits  that  the  drafts  were 
received,  lut  have  never  been  paid,  and  gave  re- 
ceipts for  them,  which  receipts  stand  as  payment 
by  Mexico  against  the  United  States.  The  drafts 
were  never  paid.  I  know  that  when  this  transao- 
tion  occurred,  and  when  it  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Rejon  that  this  money  was  paid,  that  the  Minister 
who  succeeded  Mr.  Thompson  was  in  Mexico. 

Now  I  appeal  to  the  House,  I  appeal  to  the 
magnanimity  and  liberality  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  to  withdraw  the  charge 
that  Mr.  Green  was  guilty  of  a  transaction  in 
reference  to  that  money  which  should  have  sent 
him  to  the  penitentiary.  This  charge  he  makea» 
at  the  same  time  statmg  that  he  is  a  lawyer,  a 
judge,  and  had  been  highly  honored  by  his  State, 
and  I  deem  highly  honored  of  this  House,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
ofthe  last,  and  now  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
On  Foreign  Relations  of  this  Congress.  Now  with 
all  of  these  facts  before  him,  positively  disproving 
any  impropriety  upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Green,  wifl 
not  he  witndraw  the  imputation  of  error  cast  upon 
him?  Mr.  Shannon  was  there  on  the  27th  of 
August,  when  the  money  was  paid,  as  is  shown 
by  his  own  letter — how  long  previous  to  that 
time  the  documents  do  not  show.  The  letter  of 
the  Minister  of  Finance  of  Mexico  shows  the 
arrangement  for  thepayment  of  the  money  was 
enter^  into  on  the  27th  of  August. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (intemipting.)  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  assumes  what  all  those  who  at- 
tended to  my  speech  yesterday  must  know  I  did 
not  say,  that  I  distinctly  charge  that  Mr.  Green 
had  received  this  money.  I  did  not  so  charge,  as 
the  report  of  my  speech  will  show,  for  this  whole 
matter  was  involved  in  doubt. 

I  put  the  alternative  in  my  speech  as  distinctly  as 
I  could  in  my  hour,  and  I  think  the  House  will 
b^ur  me  testimony,  that  I  put  the  alternative  that 
the  money  had  been  either  received,  or  it  had  not. 
If  received,  it  had  not  been  accounted  for,  and  if 
it  had  not  been  received,  that  Mr.  Green  was  in- 
strumental in  deceiving  our  Government,  so  as  to 
cause  that  Government  to  make  ^ood  the  default. 
He  had  been  instrumental  in  deceiving  the  Minis- 
ter, and,  in  consequence,  the  Minister  had  not 
press^  the  demands  that  he  was  instructed  to 
make,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  Mexican  war 
broke  out,  and  the  whole  thing  went  by  the  board. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  Minister  was  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  with  plenary  powers  from  this  Govern- 
ment, at  the  date  of  this  arrangement  with  Har- 
gous &,  Co.,  and  upon  consultation,  advised  the 
agent  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and,  conse- 
quently, Mr.  Green  could  not  deceive  him.  Our 
Minister  gave  to  Mr.  Green,  his  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation, the  note  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  Mr. 
Rejon,  ofthe  2d  of  September,  and  requested  him 
to  transmit  the  information  there  communicated 
to  our  Government.  In  doing  that  he  was  only 
performing  his  duty,  as  the  medium  of  correspona- 
ence  between  him  and  diis  Government.  This  is 
all  explained  by  Mr.  Shannon  and  by  Mr,  Slidell. 
It  is  explained  in  the  Executive  documents  I  have 
here  upon  my  desk.  Mr.  Green  was  authorized 
to  receive  this  money,  and  to  appoint  a  substitute 
for  that  purpose,  and  was  instructed  to  continue 
Har^us  &,  Co.  as  agents  to  receipt  for  and  trans- 
mit it  to  the  United  States.  As  I  have  shown  by 
the  report  ofthe  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury,  he  was 
authorized  to  substitute  that  firm,  and,  therefore. 
Mr.  Green  is  not  responsible,  for  he  complied 
strictly  with  the  letter  of  his  instruction.  I  am 
glad  that  I  misunderstood  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  he  did  not  make  the  charge.  My 
impression  at  the  time  was,  that  he  had  stated 
that  Mr.  Grreen  had  received  and  embezzled  this 
money.  But  I  inferred  that  he  had  made  such  a 
charge  from  his  statement,  that  many  a  man  who 
had  not  been  guilty  of  a  greater  violation  of  law 
had  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

Mr.  BAYLY  If  it  is  disagreeable  to  the  gen- 
tleman, I  will  not  interrupt  him.  The  remark  I 
made,  that  I  had  sc^n  men  on  not  as  strong  testi- 
mony sent  to  the  penitentiary,  was  in  reference  to 
Green's  concealment  of  the  truth,  as  I  regard  it, 
from  the  MinisUr,  and  through  the  Minister  firom 
his  own  Gt)vemment.  I  never  said  that  Mr. 
Green  had  been  guilty  of  a  penitentiary  offence, 
but  I  said  that  I  had  seen  men  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary upon  less  conclusive  testimony  than  that 
which  could  show  that  he  had  concealed  from  the 
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Minister,  and  through  the  Minister  from  his  own 
C^vermnent.     This  is  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  GREY.  There  certainly  is  uo'  evidence 
before  this  House,  no  evidence  before  the  nation, 
or  in  the  executive  docanfienls  of  the  Tweiity- 
«igluh  Congress,  or  in  the  State  Department,  that 
I  can  find,  tnat  shows  that  Mr.  Green  deceived  our 
Minister.  A  few  dayB  after  the  arrival  of  our 
Minister  in  thecity  of  Mexico,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Calhoun,  urging  him  in  the  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  manner  to  pres»  for  the  innne- 
drate  payment  of  tliat  money.  Our  indulgence  to 
Mexico,  he  stated,  only  seemed  to  induce  ner  to  a 
greater  unwillingness  to  pay  the  money,  and  he 
requests  him  to  be  as  urgent  as  possible.  Mr. 
Green,  who  was  the  agent  appoiiHea  to  receive  this 
money,  in  May  wrote  a  dispatch  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  he  could  not  get  it,  and  forwarded  the 
copy  of  his  letter  demanding  payment  from  the 
Mexican  Government.  Then,  when  Mr.  Sliannon 
Arrived  there,  would  not  he  bring  up  this  matter 
tta  one  of  the  first  objects  of  his  mission  ?  The 
money  wai  paid  af\er  he  got  there,  and  the  ar- 
rangement for  its  payn^nt  was  also  entered  into. 
On  Air.  Shannon's  arrival,  the  whole  matter  was 
turned  over,  by  the  Secretary  of  Legation,  iuto 
his  hands. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky seems  still  to  impress  the  idea  tliat  Governor 
Shannon  had  the  control  of  the  receipt  of  this 
money.  Now  Governor  Shannon  is  a  constituent 
«nd  personal  friend  of  mine,  and  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  if  be  is  not  aware  that 
Qovemor  Shannon  could  not  hare  had  any  direct 
control  of  the  payment  of  this  money  whatever? 
He  knew  nothing,  and  could  know  nothing,  about 
it,  only  as  he  received  instructions  from  Mr. 
Green,  as  to  whether  it  was  or  was  not  paid.  I 
am  not  willing  that  the  impression  shall  go  out 
from  this  House,  that  Mr.  Shannon,  in  any  man- 
ner, had  anything  to  do  with  the  payment  of  that 
money. 

Mr.  GREY.  The  gentleman  misunderstands 
me,  if  he  supposes  that' I  stated  Governor  Shannon 
was  in  default,  or  that  he  received  any  of  this 
money,  or  was  guilty  of  any  impropriety.  I  say 
Ihat  Mr.  Shannon,  our  Minister,  was  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  at  the  time  the  arrangement  was  made. 
It  was  on  account  of  her  insolvency  that  the  money 
'Was  not  paid,  as  a  rerohition  broke  out  there 
aoon  aAerwards.  Mr.  Green,  when  charg€, 
'pressed,  month  afler  month,  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  this  money,  but  still  it  was  de- 
layed. The  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  his  letters, 
ui^ed  our  Minister,  Mr.  Shannon,  and  agent,  to 
inmst  upon  its  immediate  payment.  Can  any 
man  here  show— does  the  cnairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  Batlt]  attempt 
to  show,  that  Mr.  Green  instructed  the  agents  to 
receive  these  drafts?  Is  it  not  more  probable  tJiat 
Mr.  Shannon  and  Mr.  Green,  and  Hargous  & 
Co.,  consultf>d  together  in  relation  to  the  matter? 
Mr.  Green  appointed,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hargous  &  Co.  as 
agents  to  receive  and  transmit  this  money  to  the 
Government.  Mr.  Shannon  says,  in  his  oispatch 
before  me,  that  the  tendency  of  things  there  was 
downwards,  and  that  unless  the  money  was  col- 
lected immediately,  our  citizens  who  were  the 
claimants,  would  lose  their  claims. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  In  rektion  to  tliis  draft  it  was 
stated  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  the  Mexican 
Gk>vernment,  that  it  had  been  given  to  Tayleiu*, 
Jamison  db  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  in- 
alallments  of  the  30th  of  April,  1^,  and  July  of 
the  same  year.  Mr.  Slidell  was  instructed  by  Mr. 
Polk's  administration  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
payment  of  the  April  and  July  installments.  You 
will  find  that  Mr.  Voss  states,  in  the  correspond- 
ence, that  the  arrangement  which  was  made  with 
the  house  of  Tayleur,  Jamison  &  Co.  by  himself, 
as  the  agent  of  our  Government,  received  the  ap- 
probation and  sanction  of  Grovernor  Shannon,  and 
lie  advised  them  in  relation  to  it.  The  manner  in 
•which  the  transaction  occurred  was  this:  The  firm 
of  Tayleur,  Jamison  <fe  Co.  were  in  Mexico  pros- 
ecuting claims  in  their  own  right  against  the  GJov- 
•mment  of  that  country.  General  Thompson, 
our  Minister  at  that  place,  had  received  a  warrant 
of  attorney — as  I  may  term  it — from  our  Govern- 
ment, instructing  him  to  receive  the  amount  of 
money  due  under  the  convention  of  1843,  with  the 
power  of  substitution.  He  appointed  Mr.  Voss, 
as  he  states  in  his  correspondence  to  this  Govern- 


ment, as  an  agent,  declining  to  have  anything  to  do 
witii  this  matter,  and  also  inferring,  from  the  in- 
structions which  were  sent  to  him,  tliat  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Government  that  he  should  appoint  a 
banker  to  manage  the  transaction  and  to  transmit 
the  money  to  the  United  Skates.  Mr.  Thompson 
returned  to  the  United  States.  The  Administra- 
tion was  informed  that  Mr.  Voss  still  had  author- 
ity to  receive  the  money.  Mr.  Green  was  never 
authorized  to  recrive  any  other  installment  than 
that  of  April,  1844,  amounting  to  something  up- 
ward.<i  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  had 
also  the  power  of  substitution;  and,  with  the  au- 
thority communicated  to  him,  there  was  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  instructing  him 
to  retain  the  agent  appointed  by  Mr.  Thompson; 
informing  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  cavil  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government  in  consequence  of  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Thorn fison  from  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Now,  I  come  down  to  the  transaction 
of  August.    On  the  25th  of  August 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Let  the  letter  of  Mr.  Spencer 
be  read. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
asks  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Spencer  be  read.  With 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Gret]  I  will  read  it: 

Trkasokt  DsrARTiiKiiT,  •^prU2&f  1844. 
Sir  :  It  is  tbe  wivh  and  direction  of  tbis  Department  that 
any  payinrnt  mnde  you  under  the  convention  wilJi  Mexico 
may  be  tran^mitiod  Dither  under  tlie  arrnngeroent  mnde  by 
General  Thompson  with  tbe  bouse  of  Hai^as,  Brothers 
h.  Co. 
Very  respeetfblly;  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SPENCER, 
Stcretary  of  the  Treasury. 
BsivjASfi!*  E.  Orxen, 

Ckargi  d^Jijfaire$  of  the  UnUed  State*  of  wfmcHco. 

I  will  now  read  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Bibb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

"  In  April  last,  B.  E.  Green,  Esq.,  then  Char|;6  d*Aflhfres 
of  the  United  States,  was  specially  empowered  to  receive 
the  inctallmcnt  J'allini;  due  on  tbe  3(Hb  of  that  month ;  and 
be  was  instructed  by  this  Department  to  make  a  similar 
arrangpnicnt  with  Messrs.  Hai^ous  &,  Co.  as  hod  been  done 
by  the  Hon.  Waddy  Tlmmppou.  This  power  was  not  in- 
tended ns  a  revocation  of  that  to  tbe  letter  gentleman,  bat 
merely  to  prevent  and  meet  any  objecUon  that  might  be 
urged  to  the  substitution  of  Mesn^.  Hafgou«  h.  Co.  being 
con8idere«l  by  the  Moxican  Government  as  at  an  end  atler 
Mr.  Thorn  psim  bad  retanied  to  the  United  States.  The 
power  to  that  gentloman  was  considered  by  Uie  Department 
a:*  permanent  until  revoked,  as  will  appear  by  the  docu- 
ments annexed  to  this  report.  The  letter  of*^ Mr.  Green, 
herewith  submitted,  states  all  the  iuformatton  on  the  siib- 

iect  of  these  iastallraents  which  has  been  received  from 
lim  since  his  appointment." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states  e^cpressly 
that  the  only  reiison  why  Mr.  Green  was  instructed 
to  continue  the  agency  of  the  firm  of  Hargous 
&  Co. ,  was  to  prevent  any  cavil  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government.  They  had  collected 
the  first  and  second  installment  under  the  conven- 
tion of  1843.  But  I  was  remarking  now  in  rela- 
tion to  the  manner  in  whicli  this  payment  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Mexico.  I  have  remarked 
that  the  house  of  Tayleur,  Jamison  &  Co.  were 
en^ged  in  the  prosecution,  in  their  own  right,  of 
claims,  against  the  Mexican  Government.  They 
made  a  proposhion  to  the  Mexican  GoTemment 
tliat  they  would  pay  $274,000,  the  installments  due 
April  and  July,  1844,  upon  certain  conditions. 
They  were  to  pay  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  these  two  installments  in  money,  and 
were  to  receive  orders  upon  certain  branches  of  the 
revenue,  which  were  to  be  anticipated.  They  had 
not  been  collected.  One  of  these  drafts  was  upon 
the  custom-house  at  Mazatlan  for  the  sum  of 
f  160,000;  another  draft  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
revenue  on  tobacco;  and  there  was  another  upon 
the  general  Treasury  to  the  amount  of  $60,000; 
and  other  drafls  as  mentioned  in  their  proposi- 
tion. This  proposhion  was  made  to  the  Mexican 
Government  on  the  25th  of  August,  1844,  but  the 
Mexican  Government  did  not  accede  to  it  until  the 
27th  of  August,  1844.  On  that  very  dav  Governor 
ShannoR  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  There  is  no 
statement  as  to  the  time  of  his  arrival.  He  on 
that  day  addressed  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
notifying  the  Government  of  his  arrival  there. 
Mr.  Voss,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Slidell,  when  that 
gentlennan  was  inquiring  into  this  matter,  stated 
that  this  whole  transaction  was  under  the  advice 
and  supervision  of  Governor  Shannon. 

The  arrangement  made  by  Voss  with  Tayleur, 
Jamison  &  Co.,  was  immediately  to  pay  over  this 
money  to  Mr.  Voss,  the  agent  of  our  Government. 
It  was  aAerwards  coatended  that  there  was  a  full 


acceptance  on  the  part  of  this  bouse,  by  which 
they  became  obligated  to  nay  to  this  Government 
that  amount,  notwithstaoaing  they  had  never  re- 
ceived the  money  which  had  been  stipulated  in 
their  proposition  and  accepted  by  the  Mexican 
Gt)vemraent.  The  inquiry  then  is,  what  has  become 
of  these  di-afts?  They  were  not  paid  in  Decem- 
ber, 1845;  so  Mr.  Slidell  reports,  who  was  charged 
expressly  to  inquire  into  tnis  matter.  There  was 
a  correspondence  betweet>  Tayleur,  Jamison  & 
Co.,  and  Voss,  and  Mr.  Black,  our  consiU  at  the 
city  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  maUer.  It  was 
not  until  Mr.  Slidell  reached  the  city  of  Mexico 
that  the  authority  given  to  Mr.  Voss  was  revoked, 
and  the  fact  was  commanicated  to  the  Mexican 
Government,  not  by  Mr.  Slidell,  because  he  was 
not  accredited,  but  communicated  by  our  conaul 
at  the  city  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Black.  The  author- 
ity previously  given  to  Mr.  Voss  to  receive  this 
money  under  the  convention  of  1843,  was  revoked 
by  the  Government — revoked  by  Mr.  Slidell.  Now 
in  relation  to  the  receipt  given  to  the  Mexican 
Government.  No  receipt  was  given  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government  until  the  20th  day  of  September. 
That  was  the  time  the  receipt  bear's  date,  although 
it  indicates  that  the  money  Kad  been  previously  to 
that  time  received.  I  can  say  the  public  docu- 
ments show  this  fact — that  in  December,  1845,  no 
portion  of  this  money  ($274,000)  had  ever  been 
received  by  the  agent  of  tlie  Government  from 
Voss,  by  Mr.  Green  or  any  of  our  diplomatic 
agents  in  Mexico;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  show 
that  they  are  the  drafls  still  outstanding  and  un- 

?aid,  and  that  the  arrangement  made  by  Tayleur, 
amison  &  Co.  had  never  been  complied  with  on 
the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government.  No  one 
doubts  that.  Neither  Shannon,  Green,  or  any 
other  person  got  the  money.  The  inquiry  is, 
what  has  been  done  in  this  case?  Under  thelSib 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghiudalupe  Hidalgo,  we 
have  remitted  this  amount  to  Mexico,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  claim  it.  I  say  that  the  13th 
article  of  that  treaty  bears  ine  out  in  the  potition 
I  take,  that  everything  which  was  due  the  citizens 
of  Mexico  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  oonreotioo 
of  1843,  should  be  remitted  to  Mexico,  and  that 
we  should  become  the  paymasters  for  those  of 
our  own  citizens  who  clainoed  indemnity  fh>m 
Mexico. 

Let  me  tell  you  further  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
The  Mexican  GKivernment,  on  the  11th  dav  of 
November,  1845,  acknowledged  the  fact,that  tbeat 
drafts  had  not  been  paid. 

Here  is  the  original  translation: 

Don  EmUio  Vo»,  in  this  petition,  prays  th«  the  n- 
ccipi  be  returned  to  him  which  he  nave  to  thiB  General 
Treaaory  for  the  amount  of  the  two  drafts  which  fell  dac 
on  the  Suth  of  April  and  the  90tii  of  Jalj  of  the  laatvear, 
on  tJie  forced  loan  destioed  to  the  paymenis  (of  the  debt]  IP 
the  United  States. 

It  is  trac,  Uiat  the  amnont  to  which  Voss  refers  was  not 
delivered  lo  him  in  eficciivc  fund*  by  this  Treai«ufy,  b«t«^ 
ders  wore  issued  for  the  pnyinent ;  for  which  reaeon,  iWi 
department  rontiiders  lliat  this  bas>ineas  should  be  held  as 
5i)it<bed ;  and  it  cannot  comply  with  his  petition  lo  have 
the  receipt  relumed  to  Iriiu,  since,  besides  the  confoswa 
Itrastorno]  which  it  would  naturally  occasion  in  tbe  ac- 
count and  atatement,  the  credit  of  tbe  nation  woald  sutler, 
in  a  certain  decree,  as,  the  Govemnientof  tiie  Uuiied StaW 
being  already  informed  that  the  said  auiotint  has  been  jM^ 
if  the  receipt  be  dimply  returned  to  Voaa  if  will  seem^at 
tbe  Government  of  Mexico,  even  vrHhoot  tbe  knowledge 
of  the  person  empowered,  gave  the  assurance  that  tbe  pay- 
ment had  been  made :  whicli  has  not  happened.  "W"""* 
as,  on  the  issue  of  those  orders,  by  agreement  with  tbe  saw 
person  empowered,  the  Government  fulfilled  its  part  i» 
the  repeated  orders  have  not  been  eoffl|4ied  with,»a  5?f'*fj 
quencc  of  cirenmstanees  which  it  has  aot  been  pos«We  lo 
aroid,  Don  Emiiio  Vo«i  may  pray  that  they  be  iivm  "| 
some  other  fuiul  than  that  which  was  designated.  Tbis  is 
tlie  opinion  of  us  all ;  but  your  ExceOeacy  wiU  detanwae 
what  you  mav  consider  lust. 

Mexico,  November  11,  I84S. 

Wc,  the  inhiisters  of  the  General  Treasury  of  Ibewj^ 
tion,  do  certify  tliat  the  preceding  copy  is  literally  eo»JJ^ 
able  with  tlie  report  made  by  this  General  Treasog  »  "» 
Excellency  the  Mini!>ter  of  Finance,  on  the  sulqeci  »^ 
which  it  refers,  and  copy  of  which  is  <icKveredtt>  flw  per- 
son interested,  in  virtue  of  a  supreme  order  dated  tbe  w 
the  present  month.  A.  BATREfl,       „„„,«. o 

A.  M.  DB  BSNAURJUZAR. 

Mbxico,  December  5, 1845^ 

I  say  here  is  an  acknowled^ent  in  this  reportj^ 


-w  „«.»  ^^ —  paid  upon -. . . 

paid  at  tlie  time  Mr.  Voss  petitioned  that  his  re- 
ceipts should  be  returned.  „,..  ,,  .^ 
Mr.  BAYLY.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Sli^d  ^n 
afler  ail  that  thin^  occurred .  I  mean  the  leuer  w 
January  9th,  1846,  addressed  to  Mr.  Vo*-' 
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Mexico,  Jamumry  0, 1640. 

8iR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  ioAtani.     I  consider  toy  ageucy  in  relatinu  to  the  in- 
stallments oi*  April  and  July,  1844,  as  limited  to  the  asoer-  I 
taining  tlie  facfai  connected  with  the  alleged  payment,  and  j 
the  revocatiuu  of  your  powers  to  receive  moneys  on  ao-  * 
count  of  those  or  any  future  intitallmenti ;  I  therefore  do 
not  feet  myi«elf  called  upon  to  respond  to  your  suggestion, 
that  you  are  entitled  to  receive  an  expreaaion  of  the  appro- 
batioa  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  your  pa<t 
•ervices,  or  to  expreaa  toy  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
courMS  pumied  by  you. 

1  have,  through  the  Consul  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Blaek,  ^veu  notice  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  of  the' 
revoeatioa  of  yo«ir  powers  to  receive  any  moneys  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States.  In  the  abeence  of  a  statement 
thmx  tbe  oAcers  of  the  Mexican  Treasury  of  all  the  fhct«  of 
the  case,  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  the  steps  suggested  by 
yoa  and  Measrs.  Tayleur,  Jamison,  k  Co.  I  am  not  will- 
ing, msil  further  adviited,  to  do  anything  which  may  im- 
pair tbe  unqUAlifled  obligation  which  I  think  those  genlle- 
meo  contracted  to  advance,  on  the  S7th  of  August,  1844,  in 
cash,  tbe  sum  or^)974,664  67 ;  and  I  cannot  but  express  my 
aarprwe  that  yon  should  not  have  insisted,  at  the  time,  upon 
it«  immediate  pcrfbmiance. 

I  am,  very  re^>ectAilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 

To  Bxiuo  Voas,  Es^.,  Mexico, 

He  Galls  upon  the  Mixican  GoTernment  for  a 
copy  of  this  receipt,  which  they  refuse.    The  re- 

Spt  which  the  eentleman  reads  is  a  copy  which 
r.  Voss  furnishes: 

[TaAlfSLATION  or  TH«  ESCEIPT.] 

#374,|B64  97. — I  received  from  the  General  Treasury  the 
s«m  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-fbor  thousand  six  hundred 
and  §ixiy-ioQr  dollan  and  sixty-sevMi  cents,  the  amount  of 
the  two  quarterly  installments  due  on  the  claims  of  tbe 
United  States.  EMILIO  VOSS. 

Maxico,  SepUmhtr  SO,  1844. 

Mr.  GREY.  Mr.  Slidell  admits  that  none  of 
that  mooey  had  been  paid. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  On  the  contrary,  he  calls  upon 
him  to  account  for  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  stated,  that  it  was  contended 
by  our  Minister,  that  the  house  of  Tayleur,  Jami- 
son &  Co.  had  absolutely  obligated  themselves  to 
advance  the  amount  of  money  due  in  April  and 
July,  1844.  Let  us  see  what  Tayleur,  Jamison  & 
Co.  say  in  reference  to  this  very  advance.  They 
ipcmk  of  the  order  for  $160,060,  and  the  other 
orders  hi  their  letter  to  Mr.  Voss,  as  being  unpaid. 

No.  9. 

[bxclosorb  in  no.  1.] 

lf«sirt.  Tayleur,  Jamison  if  Co.fto  Mr.  Vo$t. 

Mexico,  Deeen^er  17, 1845. 

f>sii  9n :  In  conlbmrity  with  your  de«ire  to  be  Informed 
«f  Ae  irfal  position  of  the  ocders  received  by  us  against 
vyrioas  defuutments  of  the  public  treasure  lor  the  two  in- 
•ttUmeals  due  by  this  Government,  in  July,  lb44,  to  the 
American  claimants,  the  collection  of  which  has  been  as- 
mmed  by  as,  we  have  to  Inform  you,  with  regret,  that  up  to 
the  prasf  t  date  not  a  dollar  has  been  paid  on  account  of 
ftosedocttments.  The  Govermnent  havingfluled  toeonply 
with  its  engageu»ents  to  us,  we  of  course  can  make  no  an- 
bcipaiton  to  you  on  account  of  those  orders,  but  we  continue 
ow  eflbfts  to  efi^ct  the  collection ;  and.  persuaded,  as  we 
ve,  ttiat  temporary  financial  difficulties  only  have  produced 
dm  want  of  puncttmlity  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  we 
arr  fu  fnun  despairing  of  success. 

Sboold  yon,  however,  prefer  receiving  back  the  docn- 
Beats,  which  are — 
Order  on  the  Treasury  for  bills   arising  Oom   ffiBritim« 

duties  at  Masatlan,  payable  here 0160,000  00 

Order  on  Maaoiog  k  Mackintosh  fbrl^ds  pro- 

(veAng  (Wm  forced  kian 60,000  00 

Order  against  circulation  and  export  duties  of 

•peel e  at  tliis  custom-house 50,000  00 

Fart  of  an  order  on  the  tobacco  revenue 4^664  67 

$974,664  67 
we  bold  them  at  your  disposal,  or  that  of  any  party  whom 
yo«  may  name  to  receive  them. 
Wc  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  respeetf\i1Iy, 

TAYLEUR,  JAMISON  kCO, 
Exiuo  Vosa,  Esq. 

There  is  also  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Slid^  and  Messrs.  Tayleur,  Jamison  &  Oo.,  and 
it  ahows  that  not  a  cent  had  been  paid  by  the 
Mexican  GovmriHnent: 

"The  order  for  f  160,000,  standing  first  in  xmr  letter  to 
Kr.  Voss,  is  lodged  in  the  Treasury  here,  in  conformity 
with  tbe  usual  practice  lo  autborixe  the  receipt  by  us  of  the 
kills  for  that  amount,  which  ikotUdkave  been  remitted  from 
Mazadan  accordlag  lo  agreement,  but  which  have  not  been 
received. 

'*Tbe  order  for  $60,000  on  Manning  k  Mackintosh  was 
Moriied  by  them  unpaid,  and  has  since  uofortunatelv  been 
aiilaid ;  but,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  from  them,  dated  23d  ultimo,  the  proof  of  non- 
yaymoit  is  easily  estabtishcd. 

**  Tbe  supreme  order  for  $50,000,  arising  fW>m  specie  dn- 
het,  exists  in  the  Treasury ;  but,  as  before  mentioned,  witli- 
OQt  effect,  in  consequence  of  later  counter-orders  fVom  the 
Gorerament ;  and  the  order  against  the  tobacco  revenue  for 
94^  67  is  in  the  same  sitaation.  None  of  these  Ihcts  will 
be  deaicd  by  the  Government;  and  wo  propose,  should  you 
decide  on  having  the  deposit  made  with  Mr.  Black,  to  ad- 
dresticommnnlcation  to  tbe  Minister,  requesting  him  to 
conMder  tbe  Consul  of  the  United  States  as  the  party  to 
vtaB  dM  several  mobs  an  to  be  paid   an  arraogenie&t 


which  yon  will  find  to  be  quite  eomdatent  with  the  contents 
of  our  letter  of  17lh  ultimo  to  Mr.  Vohs.^' 

The  executive  documents  show  that  Mr.  Green 
never  received  this  money — that  it  was  not  paid  in 
December  '45,  and  January  '46,  by  tlie  Mexican 
Government,  and  that  in  November  '45,  the  Min- 
isters of  the  Treasury  of  the  Mexican  Government 
acknowledged  the  money  had  not  been  paid  to  our 
agent.  B.  £.  Green  is  therefore  not  responsible  for 
any  loss  which  has  happened  to  the  Government; 
nor  is  he  in  any  manner  chargeable  or  responsible 
for  the  loss  which  has  occurred.  General  Thomp- 
son appointed  the  agent  to  receive  tiiis  money — 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Tyler  instructed  Mr. 
Green  to  retain  that  agent — the  alleged  payment 
was  not  made  until  Governor  Shannon  reached  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  then  upon  his  ad  vice  and  con- 
sultation with  our  agent.  Occupying  the  floor  by 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
TMr.  Grkt.]  I  do  not  propose  to^x  the  responsi- 
bility, but  declare  to  the  committee  that  Mr.  B.  E. 
Green  is  fully  exonerated,  in  my  opinion,  from  any 
culpability  in  cx>nsequence  of  the  loss  of  the  instAl- 
ments  due  in  April  and  July,  1844,  of  $274,000  by 
the  Mexican  Government  to  our  Government. 

Mr.  GREY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  but  a  few 
more  words  to  say.  In  relation  to  the  payment 
of  this  money,  from  the  time  Thompson  lefl  to 
the  time  Shannon  arrived,  it  was  evident  that  Mr. 
Green  was  daUy  pressing  for  the  payment  of  the 
installmeixts  due  by  Mexico;  and  it  is  also  evident 
from  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Slidell,  that  Gh)v- 
emor  Shannon  was  in  consultation  with  Tayleur, 
Jamison  &,  Co.,  and  with  Har^ous  &  Co.  It  is  a 
(act,  that  he  was  there  at  the  time  in  consultation 
with  them;  and  how  can  it  be  charged  that  Mr. 
Green  was  in  fiiult,  because,  as  Secretary  of  Le- 
ction, he  sent  to  this  Gh>vemment^  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Shannon,  a  conarounication  from  the 
Mexican  Minister  of  Finance,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Shannon?  It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that  the 
receipt  for  this  draft  was  not  given  by  Hargous 
idb  Co.  to  the  Mexican  Gkrvemment,  until  the  31st 
of  September,  nearly  a  month  after  Mr.  Shannon 
had  been  in  ib6«ity  of  Mexico.  It  is  dearly  evi- 
dent that  Mr.  Green,  Secretary  of  I^egation,  was 
superseded  by  the  arrival  of  the  Minister. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  having  repelled  the 
charge  which  1  understood  the  gentleman  iVom 
Virgmia  f Mr.  Batlt]  to  have  made;  having  by 
tbe  reoord  proved  that  ^r.  Shannon,  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico  when 
the  arrangement  was  made  by  Mr.  Voss,  and  ap- 
proved of  it, — I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virinnia  to  retract  toe  charge  which  he  yesterday 
made  against  Mr.  Green,  because  he  must  now  bie 
satisfied  there  is  not  the  slimiest  foundation  for  it. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  bound  to 
say,  that  I  know  Benjamin  E.  Green;  that  1  have 
known  him  from  a  child;  that  our  relations  have 
been  the  most  intimate;  that  my  knowledge  of  his 
conduct  and  character,  of  what  he  is,  and  of  what 
he  lias  done,  enables  me  to  say,  that  in  intelli- 
gence and  acquirements  he  has  few  equals  of  his 
age;  that  for  honor  and  integrity  he  has  no 
superior,  and  that  he  is  incapable  of  an  unworthy 
or  dishonorable  act.     In  his  letter  to  , 

dated  Mexico,  —  day  of ,  Mr.  Shannon  re- 
marks, **  I  find  Mr.  Green  a  young  man  of  fine 
talents  and  acquirements,  and  his  services  inval- 
uable." I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  have  known  Mr. 
Green  from  a  child;  that  when  his  father's  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  made  it  necessary,  he 
denied  himself,  when  yet  under  age,  even  the 
comforts  of  life,  that  be  might  appropriate  a  large 
part  of  his  earnings  to  the  support  of  his  mother, 
and  the  education  of  his  brother  and  sisters;  that 
when  in  Mexico  he  applied  a  large  part  of  his 
salary  to  the  same  praiseworthy  o^ect,  and  that 
believing  he  could  oetter  aid  nis  father  in  the 
development  of  his  property  and  the  support  of 
his  family,  he  led  Mexico.  Gratifying  to  him  as 
his  position  there  was,  by  his  talents,  industry, 
inteUigence,  and  economy,  he  has  won  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him;  and  I  am 
gratified  to  be  able  to  reply  to  the  sneering  insin- 
aatioBs  of  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia,  that  such 
has  been  tbe  reward  of  his  self-denial,  persever- 
ance and  industry,  that  his  pecuniary  condition 
will  now  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  boastful  as  he  is  of  the  high 
position  he  occupies,  and  of  the  many  places  of 
trust  and  honor  which  he  has  held  by  the  favor 
of  the  peopls  and  Le^slatiire  of  his  Sttite;  and  in 


making  this  deck^ration  on  my  part,  I  might,  if  I 
were  so  disposed,  follow  the  example  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  refer  to  the  distinguished  marks  of 
confidence  which  I,  too,  have  received  from  the 
Legislature  of  my  native  State  and  from  the  peo- 
ple, among  whom  I  have  lived  from  infancy. 

Sir,  I  am  done.  I  repel  the  charges  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  has  made;  and  I  think  1 
have  proved  to  this  House  and  to  the  gentleman 
himself,  that  they  are  incorrect  and  not  authorized 
by  the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence relative  to  those  arrangements  and  ne- 
gotiations with  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  ChairmanfMr. 
Jones]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  bad  under  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and  partic- 
ularly House  bill  No.  46,  providing^  for  carrying 
into  execution  in  further  part  the  12th  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Mexico  at  Guadalupe  Hi- 
dalgo, but  hud  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  A  good  many  gentlemen 
have  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  asking  the 
House  to  agree  to  meet  again  after  a  recess  this 
evening  and  discuss  this  question. 

rCriesof  «»No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock.  There 
are  several  gentlemen  here  who  desire  to  speak. 
Let  those  who  do  not  wish  to  speak  stay  at  home. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  say,  with 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  €reorgta, 
that  the  hour  of  twelve  has  been  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  House  until  it  shnll  be  otherwise 
ordered.  That  is  now  one  of  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  you  cannot  change  it  without  on9 
day's  notice. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  hour  of  meeting  cannot  be  changed  with- 
out one  day's  notice. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  misunderstands  the  rule.  If  I 
was  to  move  to  adioum  till  to-morrow,  it  must  be 
till  the  hour  fixed  oy  the  standing  rule,  but  not  if 
we  wish  to  adjourn  (torn  one  hour  to  another  on 
the  same  day.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Allen,]  hdwever,  who  is  entitled  to 
the  floor  in  the  committee,  asks  me  to  withdraw 
my  motion,  as  he  will  not  be  able  to  speak  to-night, 
and  for  that  reason  I  withdraw  it. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  POWLER,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

Tlie  folloiring  petitions,  memorials,  kc,  wore  presented 
under  tlie  rule,  snd  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY:  The  petiUon  of  sundry  citisens  of 
Maine  and  Massaeha setts,  praying  that  nevrspaper  postsfo 
be  eqoalixed  for  any  diMance  lets  than  three  tlionsand  miles. 

By  Mr.  SWEETSER:  Tbe  peUrionof  J.  W.  Smitb,aiid 
33  other  citizens  of'  Hebron,  Ohio,  asking  Conrress  not  to 
employ  a  Chaplain  for  either  branch  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature. 

By  Mr.  WELL8 :  The  petition  of  Thomas  C.  Green,  fbr 
a  law  outborisiug  a  patent  to  be  given  to  him  of  certain 
lands,  and  for  sucn  otiier  relief  a»  is  equitaUe  and  Just. 

By  Mr.  PRICE  :  The  memorial  of  Henry  Bohlen,  J.  F. 
Ferris,  and  oUiers,  citieens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  survivins 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen  and  marines,  and  widows  and 
children  of  tho«e  deceased,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1813, 
asking  the  nx>diftcaUon  of  the  bounty  land  act  of  September, 
1850. 

Onmotion  by  Mr.  WASHBURN,  the  petition  of  John 
Campbell  was  taken  from  tbe  Hies,  and  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memorial  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  the  repairs  of  piers  and 
construction  of  harbors  in  the  river  Delaware. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  sundry  cittsens  of  PMladelphis, 
asking  for  legislation  by  Congress  in  place  marines  and  sail- 
ors on  the  same  advantage  with  soldiers  in  the  distribution 
of  bounty  lands. 

By  Mr.  FOWLBR :  The  petition  of  John  Savery  and  68 
others,  legal  voters  of  Carver  and  Plymouth,  in  the  State 
of  Massachu{«ett9,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  expenses  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  between  Carver  and  Plymouth. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DURKEE,  leave  was  obtained  to  take 
fVom  the  flies  of  the  House  the  petition  and  accompanying 
papers  of  Svl vester  Pettibone,  and  to  refer  them  lo  the  Cfom- 
mtttee  on  the  Jndicianr. 

By  Mr.  FITCH  :  The  appHcslion  of  Abraham  Awmon, 
of  Indiana,  for  additional  pension. 

By  Mr.  BIBIGHAUS:  The  petition  of  WiUiam  Ayros 
and  others,  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
a  change  in  the  tanlTlaws,  andfbr  acapitaUon  tax. 

Also,  the  petition  of  (George  C.  Strcin  and  others,  for  a 
mail-ronte  beginning  at  Lancaster,  Lancaster  county,  aiul 
ending  at  Millerstown,  Lebanon  county,  in  the  State  of 
Peonqivania. 
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By  Mr.  DAVIS.  ofMatmchnsetts :  Thepetilioa  ofGeorfe 
Gt'mnndor  and  ntnern,  of  Springfield,  MasMchasetw,  for  «n 
appropriation  to  defray  eipenses  incurred  and  advances 
made  by  American  extiihitors  at  the  World's  Fair. 

By  Mr.  WELLS :  The  peUtion  of  John  O'NeU,  D.  Mc- 
Intrre  Stewart,  George  Henry,  and  many  others,  citiaens 
of  ^ew  York,  praying  Congress  to  take  such  action  in  At- 
Torofthe  rehef  of  Smith  O'Brien  and  his  associates,  by 
interceding  with  the  British  (Government  in  their  behaJf,  or 
otherwise,  as  shall  be  deemed  ronsisftent  and  proper. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE :  The  memorial  of  E.  D. 
Gaaxam,  H.  D.  King,  and  others,  cttitens  of  Alleghany 
eounty,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  ship  canal  around  the 
flUls  of  the  river  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  23,  1853. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  private  bill  on 
the  Calendar  is  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A. 
Kellet.  I 

Mr.  BELL.  I  would  suggest  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Sally  T.  Floyd  has  priority. 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir.  This  is  private 
bill  day;  and  nothing  is  in  order  but  private  bills 
in  their  order  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  I  thought  it  would  come  up  first. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  having  been 
laid  on  the  table,  the  bill  cannot  be  taken  up  with- 
out a  n)otion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Then  I  move  to  take  it 
up,  as  it  is  a  private  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  on  the  Calendar 
as  a  private  bill;  it  is  a  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  brief  personal  explanation.  In  the  re- 
ports of  yesterday  I  find  this  passage,  reported  as 
bavine  been  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale:] 

**  I  have  looked  over  the  last  long  ^>eech  made  in  the 
Senate,  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Flor- 
ida, [Mr.  MA.LLoaT.]  with  some  care,  to  And  a  remark 
in  it  to  which  I  had  replied;  bat  I  could  not  find  a  word  of 
h  In  tiie  ipeeeb  of  the  honorable  S^ator.  The  poor  re- 
marks wtuch  I  made  were  published  as  a  reply  to  some- 
thing which,  by  the  reports  of  the  Senate,  did  not  appear 
«ver  to  have  been  said.'* 

These  remarks  were  made  yesterday  during  my 
temporary  absence,  for  a  few  moments,  from  the 
Chamber,  and  while  I  was  in  one  of  the  commit- 
tee rooms.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Hampshire  attaches  no 
particular  importance  to  the  matter,  and  that  his 
remark  was  made  io  no  oflTensive  spirit;  but  he  allu- 
ded to  an  old  established  usage,  as  I  understand, 
for  Senators  to  correct  their  s{)eeches;  and,  in  so 
doin^,  to  withdraw  matter  which  has  been  said, 
and  msert  matter  which  has  not  been  said.  All 
I  object  to  is,  that  I  should  be  held  up  here  as  an 
illustration  of  the  bad  practice  of  Senators.  I 
think  a  new  Senator  ought  not  to  be  held  up  as  an 
illustraiion  in  a  case  where  the  practice  has  been 
one  of  long  standing.  If  I  had  adopted  this  course 
it  probably  would  have  been  sustained  by  usage. 
I  aid  desire  to  alter  some  part  of  the  phraseology 
of  the  speech,  to  which  the  Senator  referred;  but 
I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so,  for  the  Reporter's 
notes  were  exceedingly  accurate,  and  I  was  sur- 
prised at  their  correctness.  In  order  that  I  mieht 
not  depend  on  my  own  recollection,  I  have  called 
on  the  foreman  of  the  printing  ofKce,  who  assured 
me  that  be  had  never  seen  a  speech  returned  with 
•o  few  verbal  alterations.  Nothing  was  erased 
except,  perhaps,  some  words  of  a  tautological 
character.  I  can  now  only  say  that  the  passage 
which  the  honorable  Senator  believed  to  have  been 
erased,  he  has  since  discovered  in  the  reported 
speech. 

Mr.  HALE.  May^  I  be  allowed  a  single  mo- 
ment ?  The  Senate  will  hevx  me  witness  that  I  did 
not  allude  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Florida, 
until  several  Senators  had  called  for  an  instance  of 
the  practice  to  which  I  alluded.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  I  had  looked  over  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Florida  without  being  able  to  find 
the  passage  to  which  I  referred;  hence,  on  the  spur 
of  tne  moment,  as  an  illustration  of  my  remark,  I 
alluded  to  the  circumstance.  But  the  honorable 
Senator  has  since  called  on  me  and  asked  me  to 
examine  the  speech,  and  pointed  out  the  passage.  I 
examined  it  accordingly,  and  found  there  the  pas- 
sage to  which  I  had  replied.    While  I  make  this 


explanation,  I  do  not  admit  that  the  statement 
which  I  made  yesterday  was  not  entirely  correct 
as  to  the  practice  which  obtains.  I  was  only  un- 
fortunate m  selecting  an  instance  to  prove  it;  and 
I  must  content  myself  with  a  reference  to  an  illus- 
trious example  which  happened  in  Spain.  Don 
Q^uixote  maintained  that  Dulcinea  yftM  the  most 
beautiful  princess  in  the  whole  world;  and  be  chal- 
lenged every  one  in  the  world  who  dared  deny  it. 
He  fought  one  man,  in  which  battle  he  was 
worsted;  and  when  he  was  called  upon  to  yield, 
he  said,  *<No;  Dulcinea  is  the  roost  beautiful 
princess,  but  Don  Cluixote  is  very  unfortunate.'* 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  I  desire  the  luanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate,  if  that  be  necessary,  to  make 
a  report  on  a  private  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  will  have  to 
suspend  their  order  before  they  can  take  up  any 
business  but  private  bills  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  I  move  that  the  order  be 
suspended  until  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  That  can  be  done  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  order  can  be  sus- 
pended by  a  majority,  as  it  is  not  a  rule  of  the 
Senate.  It  will  require,  therefore,  a  motion,  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  the  order  until  any  particiilar  hour  the  ^nate 
may  think  proper.  Unless  it  be  suspended,  the 
Chair  is  bound,  according  to  the  order,  to  take  up 
private  bills  to  the  exclusion  of  other  business. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression yesterday,  that  on  the  motion  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  grantinr  land  to 
the  State  of  Iowa  for  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads,  was  postponed  until  to-day.  If  that 
was  not  the  understanding  of  the  Senate,  I  was 
mistaken.  I  believe  that  I  have  never,  since  I 
have  been  in  this  body,  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  on  any  occasion,  to  take  up  any  bill; 
but  I  must  now  ask  the  Senate  to  do  me  the  favor 
to  take  up  that  bill.  I  therefore  move  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  the  order. 

The  PR  ESI  DENT.  The  Chair  cannot  receive 
that  motion,  inasmuch  as  the  Senate  has  just  re- 
fused, on  another  motion,  to  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  until  one  o'clock.  The  first  pri- 
vate bill  on  the  Calender  is  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
A.  Kellet. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  certainly  feel  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  ask  for  the  consideration  of 
the  question  on  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill 

5 ranting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Sally  T.  Floyd.  I 
oubt  whetner  it  is  not  entitled  to  priority  under 
the  principles  of  pariiamentary  law,  it  being  a 
question  of  reconsideration.  But  if  we  cannot 
reach  it  in  any  other  way,  as  it  is  a  private  bill,  I 
must  ask  a  suspension  ^f  the  execution  of  the 
order  till  that  (question  is  disposed  of.  I  am  will- 
ing to  let  the  bill  be  considered,  in  order  that  it 
may  go  upon  the  general  orders;  and  then  we 
shall  presently  come  to  it,  and  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  We  shall  ret  at  it  after  we 
shall  have  got  through  other  biUs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  If  that  can  be  done,  I 
waive  my  request. 

CHARLES  A.  KELLET. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  A .  Kellet.  It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  refund  to  Charies 
A.  Kellet,  or  his  legal  representatives,  the  sum 
paid  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  as 
tonnage  duties  on  the  Chines^  junk  Keying,  im- 
ported there  for  exhibition,  provided  the  same 
shall  not  exceed  |500. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    If  any  gentleman  wishes  an  ex- 

Slanation  of  this  bill,  I  will  give  it  to  him;  but  I 
o  not  wish  to  detain  the  Senate  unless  some  Sen- 
ator desires  an  explanation. 
Several  Ssnators.    It  is  not  necessary. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

THEODORE  OFFUT. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theo- 
dore Ofiut.    It  is  in  these  words: 


<*  Be  it  enacted.  4'c.,  That  tite  Secretary  of  tiM  Treasiuy 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  Theodore  OAif,  om 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriate, 
the  sum  of  ninety  d<4lar».  the  valoe  of  a  grey  mare,  the 
property  of  said  01I\it,  which  was  ttirned  over  to  the  om  of 
the  Government  by  his  coounanding  officer.  Captain  W.  C. 
Pollard." 

The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  an  amendment  to  add  the  wordi 
<*  without  authority,*'  to  the  end  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  theSenateas  amended, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ww 
ordered  to  be  engrosseafor  a  third  readyig. 

A.  H.  COLE. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  consider,  as  is 
Commttteeof  the  Whole,  the  bill  forthe  relief  of  A 
H.  Cole,  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Claim. 
It  enacts  that  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasurv  be  authorized  and  required  to  settle  tbi 
claim  of  A.  H.  Cole,  late  a  sutler  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  in  Florida,  on  the  same  pnod* 
pies  of  equity  and  justice  as  are  extended  to  other 
sutlers  under  the  existing  Army  regulations:  pro- 
vided satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  submitted  ai 
to  the  amount  of  the  claim,  and  that  no  moiiej 
shall  be  paid  for  goods  furnished  to  deserters  or 
dischai^ed  soldiers,  unless  to  the  amount  of  mooej 
which  was  due  to  them  by  theOovemment.     The 
second  section  enacts  that  the  sum  found  to  be 
due  in  said  settlement  aforesaid  shall  be  pud  oat 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  beg  to  suggest  a  miaU 
amendment.  In  the  second  section  I  see  the 
words  **in  said  settlement  aforesaid."^  I  moTe  to 
strike  out  the  word  *<  aforesaid,"  as  it  ia  wholly 
unnecessary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossedfor  a  third  reading. 
JAMES  DUNNING. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  consider^  as  in  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  James 
Dunning,  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
It  enacts  that  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to 
James  Dunning,  |255  98,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as  in- 
terest on  a  liquidated  amount  of  (U,(lOO  due  to  hia, 
in  payment,  by  contract,  en  tne  I8th  oC  Jvoe, 
1850,  but  withheld  until  the  13th  of  October  fol- 
lowing for  want  of  an  appropriation  therefor. 

No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  oraered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ENOCH  BALDWIN  AND  OTHERS. 
The  Senateproceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch 
Baldwin  and  others,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.    It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
excess  of  duties  paid  by  Enoch  Baldwin,  or  bj 
Biridwin  A  Co.,  upon  two  hundred  and  forty-eight 
puncheons  of  rum,  imported  into  theoort  of  East- 
port,  in  the  State  of  Aiaine,  from  tne  Island  of 
Tobago,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1822,  in  the  British 
brig  Despatch,  over  and  above  what  would  have 
been  paid  if  said  rum  had  been  imported  in  an 
American  vessel;  and  that  said  excess,  so  ascer- 
tained, shall  be  paid  over  to  the  said  Elnoch  Bald- 
win, and  such  others,  if  any,  as  are  lawfully  in- 
terested therein. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  a  bill  for  leAiDdiDf 
duties.  It  is  strange  that  it  shotild  come  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  I  would  like  to  hetr 
the  report  in  that  case  read. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read.  It  appean 
from  it,  tnat  in  1822  the  British  brig  Despatclii 
being  at  the  Island  of  Tobaffo,in  the  West  Indie»« 
took  on  board  a  quantity  of  rum,  the  produce  <4 
that  Island.  American  vessels  were  allowed  to 
enter  and  clear  on  that  Island  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  English  vessels.  The  cargo  was  taken  op 
board,  under  the  full  belief  that  no  discriminating 
tonnage  duties  would  be  exacted,  if  she  entered 
any  port  of  the  United  States.  The  vessd  ac 
cordmgly  cleared  for  Boston,  and  after  landing 
there  one  hundred  puncheons,  consigned  to  one 
Aaron  Baldwin,  cleared  for  CampoBello,  New 
Brunswick,  but  afterwards  retumra  to  what  was 
then  Lubeck,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  there 
landed  tha  residue  of  her  cargo.    The  then  col- 
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lector  of  that  port  states,  under  oath,  that  at  that 
time  it  was  not  only  the  belief,  but  it  was  the 
^neral  impression, in  all  quarters,  that  discrimin- 
ating tonnage  duties  were  not  to  be  exacted.  In 
consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  this  opinion,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  issued  a  cuxular,  di- 
recting the  officers  of  the  customs  to  exact  such 
duties.  The  news  of  the  issue  of  this  circular  had 
not  reached  Boston  nor  Lubeck  at  the  time  of  the 
discharge  of  this  corgo.  Under  the  circumstances, 
Congress  formerly  passed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Baldwin,  the  owner  of  the  one  hundred 
poncheoiM  landed  at  Boston.  The  committee, 
therefore,  think  that  Enoch  Baldwin  and  others 
•faoTild  be  reliered  from  these  duties  on  the  two 
hundred  and  forty-eight  puncheons  landed  at  Lu- 
beck. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  never  heard  of  the  case  be- 
fore.    I  only  have  such  knowledge  of  it  as  I  can 
Sather  from  the  reading  of  the  report.    As  I  un- 
erstand  the  report,  this  bill  proposes  to  relieve  an 
individual  on  account  of  his  ignorance  of  the  law. 
Mr.  DAVIS.    Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from 
Ticginia  perhaps  does  not  quite  understand  the 
nature  of  this  case.    The  trade  between  the  United 
Stales  and  the  West  Indies,  before  the  arrange- 
ment of  IS33  was  entered  into,  was  made  depend- 
ent upon  proclamation.     Whenever  the  British 
Government  were  disposed  to  let  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  into  any  of  the  ports  of  their  West 
India  colonies,  they  issued  a  proclamation  to  that 
dTect,  and  vessels  went  there,  and  when  the  proc- 
hmation  was  withdrawn  the  trade  stopped.    This 
trade  was  thrown  open  by  the  proclamation  of 
1832,  the  time  referred  to  in  this  report.    This 
vessel,  the  Despatch,  was  a  provinciaJ  vessel,  be- 
iongiii^  to  owners  in  New  Brunswick,  and  was  at 
Toba^,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  it  was  under- 
Mood  there  that  no  discriminating  duties  on  ton- 
Dag|e,  which  existed  under  the  system  of  reciprocal 
Unties,  would  be  exacted,     ffo   discriminating 
duties  were  then  supposed  to  exist  by  reason  of 
the  terms  of  the  proclamation  referred  to— a  proc- 
lunsiion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
TUey  thought  it  safe,  therefore,  to  take  a  cargo  on 
\MSBfd  which  should  be  landed  in  the  United  Slates, 
cidier  m  part  or  in  whole.    The  vessel  came  to 
BostOD,  ssd  delivered  part  of  her  cargo  by  landing 
one  Jmndred  puncheons  of  rum.    It  was  then  un- 
derstood at  Boston,  just  as  it  was  at  Tobago,  that 
BO  discriminating  duties  existed.    It  was  so  un- 
derstood from  the  British  proclamations — it  was 
•o  understood  from  the  proclamations  of  our  own 
Ooveniment,  and  thererore  they  landed  one  hun- 
dred puncheons.    The  vessel  then  cleared  for  the 
port  of  Campo  Bello,  in  New  Brunswick;  but  af- 
terwards her  owner  concluded  to  land  the  rest  of 
the  cargo  at  a  place  then  called  Lubeck — now  East- 
port,  in  Maine.    She  entered  there  on  the  1st  of 
October  in  that  year,  there  landed  her  cargo,  and 
paid  the  duties  required.    Subsequently,  however, 
to  the  landing  of  the  car^  in  Boston,  and  the  land- 
ing of  the  remainder  of  it  in  Lubeck,  a  Treasury 
circular  was  issued  here,  rejquiring  collectors  in  all 
cases  to  exact  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage. 
The  very  fact  of  the  issue  of  uie  Treasury  circular 
•hows  tnat  the  common  interpretation  was  that 
those  duties  were  not  to  be  exacted .    But  the  own- 
ers of  the  vessel  had  to  pay  discriminating  duties 
on  the  tonnage;  and  this  Dill  relates  to  nothing  but 
duties  on  tonnage.    They  entered  evidently  under 
a  misapprehension,  supposing  that  they  would  not 
be  subject  to  discrimmating  duties  on  tonnage. 
They  were  so  informed  by  the  custom-house  of- 
ficers, and  such  was  the  general  impression  every- 
where. 

In  this  state  of  the  (acts,  some  years  aso  Con- 
gress remitted  the  duties  on  that  part  of  the  cargo 
which  was  entered  at  Boston.    1  oelieve  I  reported 
that  bill  myself,  and  therefore  I  am  able  to  speak  to 
the  fact  that  these  parties  were  simply  left  out  by 
mistake.    It  was  supposed  that  that  oifl  covered  this 
case;  but  it  was  afterwards  found  that  the  parties 
to  whom  was  consigned  that  portion  of  the  cargo 
which  was  landed  at  Lubeck  were  not  indudra. 
A  question,    however,  was    raised    afterwards, 
whether,  when  they  came  to  Boston,  theyactually 
hsd  not  notice  of  the  existence  of  the  Treasury 
dreular;   and  that  hence  they  must  have  been 
aware  of  it  before  they  made  an  entry  at  Lubeck. 
Nov,  it  is  satisfactorily  proved  that  they  did  not 
know  of  the  existence  of  the  circular^  and  that 
the  collector  at  Boston  did  not  know  if  it,  nor  did 
the  eeUsetor  at  Eastport  when  they  arrived  there. 


They  had  no  knowledge  of  it  whatsoever.  It  is 
very  clear,  therefore,  Uiat  they  entered  through 
mistake  and  misapprehension.  They  probably 
would  not  have  entered  in  the  United  States  if 
tliey  had  known  that  those  discriminating  tonnage 
duties  would  have  been  exacted.  This  bill  now  I 
proposes,  in  reference  to  the  parties  to  whom  the 
puncheons  were  consigned,  and  that  were  landed 
at  Lubeck,  to  restore  to  them  the  amount  of  the 
discriminating  duty  on  the  tonnage  which  they 
paid  into  the  Treasury  some  thirty  years  ago, 
under  these  circumstances. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr. President,  it  seems,  then, 
that  1  was  right  in  supposing  that  this  is  a  claim 
for  relief  on  the  ^und  that  these  parties  did  mis- 
take the  law.  As  proof  of  their  misapprehen- 
sion, the  fact  is  adverted  to  that  the  Treasury  cir- 
cular was  issued  in  order  to  expound  the  law, 
which  showed  that  they  were  acting  under  a  mis- 
take. Now  the  Treasury  circular  either  expound- 
ed the  law  as  it  was  or  it  did  not.  If  it  was  a 
mistake,  they  had  recourse  to  the  courts,  where 
they  could  be  relieved.  If  the  Treasury  circular 
was  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  construMl  the  law 
properly,  the  only  established  fact  in  reference  to 
the  case  is,  that  those  parties  misapprehended  the 
law.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  principle  would  ex- 
tend much  further  than  is  supposed.  It  would 
extend  not  only  to  cases  in  which  mistakes  are 
made  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties,  but  in  cases  of 
mistakes  in  relation  to  duties  laid  on  imports;  and 
it  might  have  a  most  important  and  serious  bear- 
ing on  the  revenue  of  the  country,  if  we  extend 
this  principle  further. 

It  does  appear  to  me  that  this  bill  rests  on  the 
same  ground  with  that  of  every  other  case  of  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  occasioned  by  misapprehension 
and  mistake  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 
I  can  see  no  reason  for  relieving  the  parties  in  this 
case  which  would  not  exist  in  relation  to  duties 
paid  on  goods  imported  under  a  misapprehension 
uf  the  laws  imposing  duties  upon  imports.  Many 
of  such  cases  nave  arisen  where  it  was  necessary 
to  eiqpound  the  law  by  Treasury  Circular.  If  we 
go  back  to  relieve  such  cases,  certainly  we  shall 
expose  the  Treasury  to  great  loss.  I  do  not  see 
where  we  are  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction.  Not 
only  that,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  very 
old  case,  and  there  must  be  some  difficulty  in  as- 
certaining the  facts.  If  I  caught  the  dates  cor- 
rectly, the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  represents 
this  vessel  as  having  entered  Eastport  m  18^, 
about  thirty  years  ago.  It  must  be  a  very  dan- 
gerous subject,  then,  to  agree  upon  now.  I  am 
unwilling  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  fails  to  take  into  view  one  im- 
portant fact  in  this  matter.  This  was  a  trade 
entirely  dependent  on  proclamation.  It  existed 
by  proclamation.  It  was  closed  by  proclamation. 
It  was  irr^ular  and  anomalous  in  its  character. 
Such  was  the  position  of  our  intercourse  with  the 
West  Indies  at  that  time.  Now,  who  is  to  put  a 
construction  on  the  effect  of  this  proclamation? 
Why,  the  owners  of  property  put  a  construction 
upon  it.  There  was  a  construction  put  upon  it  in 
the  Island  of  Tobago;  and  the  construction  of  both 
was,  that  these  disciminating  duties  on  tonnage 
were  not  to  be  exacted.  Such  was  the  construc- 
tion of  the  custom-house  officers  here.  It  was  so 
construed  by  the  officers  of  the  Government.  If  I 
recollect  right,  this  construction  was  put  upon  it 
by  Secretary  Forsyth,  by  the  collector  at  Elastport, 
and  by  every  other  collector  in  the  country. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  equitable  and 
just  claim.  The  party  was  authorized  to  bring 
in  his  cargo.  Under  these  circumstances,  when 
he  saw  the  action  of  the  Government  interpreted 
by  its  own  officers  in  a  certain  way,  he  had  a 
right  to  act  in  pursuance  of  the  interpretation  of 
it  given  by  the  officers  of  the  Gh)vernment.  In 
opposition  to  that  interpretation,  he  has  been  sub- 
jected to  these  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage. 
They  ought  to  be  restored. 

The  gentleman  says  that  this  is  an  old  claim. 
I  believe  it  is  some  eight  or  ten  years  since  the 
duties  were  refunded  on  that  part  of  the  carfi^o  of 
this  vessel  which  was  entereo  at  Boston.  This 
bill  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
repMitedly.  It  has  received  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  has 
been  lost  between  the  two  Houses  for  want  of  time. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
honorable  Senator  firom  Massachusetts,  before  he 


takes  his  seat,  how  much  this  bill  is  likely  to  take 
from  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  believe  about  $1,000 — nothing 
but  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

£DWARD  EVERETT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Everett, 
late  a  sergeant  in  the  United  States  Army,  which 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  It  enacts  that  the  sum  of  $607  50  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  Edward  Everett,  late  a  sergeant 
in  company  A,  first  rqpment  of  Illinois  volunteers, 
in  full  compensation  for  services  rendered  by  him 
as  clerk  in  the  duartermaster's  Department,  from 
October  15,  1846,  to  June  17,  1847. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  FELCH  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  read.  It  states  that  Sidward 
Everett  was  a  seigeant  in  company  A,  of  the  first 
regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers,  commanded  by 
Colonel  John  J.  Hardin,  deceased;  that  on  the 
11th  of  September,  1846,  while  in  discharge  of 
his  duty,  Everett  received  a  wound  in  the  knee, 
which  so  far  disabled  him  from  service  that  he  had 
to  be  left  at  the  hospital  in  San  Antonio.  A  sur- 
geon's certificate  was  received,  and  an  application 
forwarded  for  his  discharge,  but  under  a  misap- 

Erehension  of  his  case  by  some  of  the  officers  of 
is  company^  instec^  of  a  dischaige  being  for- 
warded to  him  as  he  requested,  a  furlough  was 
granted  to  him  for  the  remainder  of  his  time  of  ser- 
vice. Thus  disabled  and  on  furlough,  he  had  a 
right  of  course  to  go  whithersoever  he  pleased,  and 
employ  himself  in  such  a  way  as  his  crippled  con- 
dition would  permit,  without  forfeiting  any  por- 
tion of  his  pay  as  seigeant.  The  Assistant  Gluar- 
termaster,  then  at  &in  Antonio,  having  need  of 
clerical  aid,  employed  Everett  under  an  agreement 
that  he  should  receive  the  same  rate  of  compen- 
sation as  other  clerks— that  is,  |dO  per  month,  de- 
ducting therefrom  the  amount  of  his  regular  pay 
as  sergeant.  He  served  as  a  clerk  from  15th  Oc- 
tober, 1846,  to  the  17th  June,  1847.  Though  his 
wounded  knee  joint  was  a  great  affliction  to  him , 
yet  his  services  as  a  cleric  were  much  more  valu- 
able and  vmlant  than  the  services  of  any  other 
clerk  in  the  department.  Assistant  Gluartermaster 
Ralston,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he 
served,  paid  him  1607  50  for  hk  services;  but  in 
the  settlement  of  the  Q,uartermaster*s  account  at 
theTreasuary ,  this  item  of  |607  50  was  disallowed . 
Everett,  impelled  by  a  sense  of  honor,  refunded 
the  entire  amount^  and  appealed  to  Congress  for 
relief.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  bill  for  his  relief  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  It  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

HEIRS  OF  A.  G.  MORGAN. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Commitibe  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Colonel  Alexander  G. 
Morgan.  It  enacts  that  tlie  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  required  to  settle 
the  accounts  of  Alexander  G.  Morgan,  far  services 
in  raising  troops  for  the  Florida  war,  in  1837,  and 
also  for  his  military  services  in  Florida;  provided 
the  pay  and  allowance  to  him  shall  not  exceed  the 
compensation  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  and  that  so 
much  as  shall  be  found  due  to  him  shall  be  paid 
to  his  heirs  and  representatives  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Is  there  any  report  in  that 
case? 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  think  I  can  explain  the 
matter.  At  the  time  these  services  were  rendered , 
Colonel  Morgan  was  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. Under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  he  raised  a  battalion  for  the  V^":  \»  ar,  in 
1837.  Colonel  Morgan  cn-^»*  ^..  tnat  battalion 
during  the  whole  war,  ano  tought  bravely  at  the 
battle  of  Okee^ho-bee.  To  my  certain  knowl- 
edge, five  times  the  amount  of  a  captain's  pay 
would  not  indemnify  him  for  raising  that  battalion. 
Though  his  services  were  received  and  he  acted 
as  the  commanding  officer  of  that  battalion,  vet, 
as  he  was  not  regularly  commissioned  in  the 
service,  either  by  the  State  of  Missouri  or  by  the 
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United  States,  he  did  not  receive  any  pay  at  all. 
It  is  now  pioposed  to  pay  his  heirs  what  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  the 
compensation  of  a  captain  of  cavalry. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  My  reason  for  making  the 
objection  was,  that  I  think  we  have  passed  upon 
some  claims  making  compensation  for  military 
services  in  the  Indian  wars  m  Florida  hastily.  At 
any  rate,  if  any  raliance  can  be  placed  on  the 
statements  of  citizens  of  Florida,  great  caution 
ou^ht  to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  any  of  these 
claims.  I  have  been  informed  by  citizens  of  Flor- 
ida that  we  passed  a  bill  a  few  years  ago  granting 
compensation  to  a  regiment  of  soldiers  amountinjp; 
to  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  men,  for  m- 
teen  months,  when  there  was  nothing  but  a  mere 
skeleton  of  a  regiment,  a  number  of  individuals 
collected  but  for  a  few  days.  Not  one  quarter  of 
the  number  paid  in  that  case  were  ever  mustered 
into  service;  and  the  number  that  was  mustered 
were  discharged  in  a  vdry  few  days,  or,  if  not 
then,  in  a  very  few  weeks.  I  understand  that  the 
muster  rolls'  in  that  case  were  made  up  very  much  as 
FalstafTs  regiment  was  made  up.  I  did  not  know 
but  that  sometliing  of  that  sort  might  be  the  case 
here.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  explanation  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri;  but  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  have  a  report  set- 
ting forth  the  facts,  that  they  may  go  on  record, 
and  that  we  may  fully  understand  the  character  of 
the  claims,  that  they  may  be  matters  for  reference 
hereafter.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will 
allow  the  bill  to  he  over  until  he  can  put  the  ikcts 
he  has  stated  in  the  form  of  a  report. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  The  facts  are  in  the  form 
of  a  report,  and  the  Senator  can  ascertain  them  by 
lookingover  his  file  of  reports. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  know  well  the  gen- 
tleman who  rendered  these  services.  I  know  when 
he  volunteered  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  how 
long  he  remained,  and  I  can  say,  no  more  gallant 
man  ever  lived.  He  was  one  of  that  gallant  Mis- 
souri regiment  which  lost  one  sixth  of  its  number 
at  the  battle  of  Okee-cho-bee,  where  Colonel  Gen- 
try fill  aX  the  head  of  his  regiment.  He  served  his 
country  gallantly,  and  I  trust  that  this  bill  will  be 
passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  desire  to  say,  as  a  member 
of  the  Military  Committee,  the  chairman  not  being 
now  in  his  seat,  that  that  committee  deemed  this 
a  meritorious  claim,  and  unanimously  reported  it 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Tht  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri has  stated  the  fact  that  the  history  of  this 
claim  has  been  imbodied  in  a  report.  That  was 
the  subject  to  which  I  addressed  myself.  There- 
fore, on  that  statement,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

VIRGINIA  WOOLEN  COMPANY. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia 
Woolen  Company. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  paid  to  the  Virginia  Woolen  Compa- 
ny, or  to  its  duly  authorized  agent,  the  sum  of 
1^6,085  04,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  that  sum  being  the  amount 
retained  by  tne  United  States  from  the  said  Com- 
pany for  an  alleged  non-compliance  with  the  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
the  said  Company,  on  or  about  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  for  the'  delivery  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand yards  of  cloth. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  This  bill  needs  no  speech  in 
its  favor.  I  will  only  state  that  the  Committee 
on  MiUtary  Affairs  examined  the  subject  very 
thoroughly,  and  thought  it  nothing  but  just  that 
this  money,  which  was  retained,  uiould  be  paid 
over  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  WALKER.  Is  there  a  report  in  that 
case? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  understands 
that  there  is  no  report. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  a  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Represerftatives  among  the 
papers. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  think  I  can  obviate  the 
necessity  of  having  the  report  read,  by  making  ly 
simple  statement.  A  contract  was  entered  into  to 
furnish  the  Gluartermaster's  Department  with  a 
certain  quantity  of  cloth  for  the  Army.  I 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  state 
that  there  is  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Let  the  report  be  read.  It 
will  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  explanation. 

The  report  was  read  accordingly. 

It  appears  that  the  Vii^inia  Woolen  Company 
contracted  to  deliver  to  the  United  States  one  hun- 
dred thousand  yards  of  cloth  for  the  Army,  at  ^1 24 
per  yard.  The  Company  delivered  over  twenty -five 
thousand  yards,  but  failed  to  deliver  the  rest  of  the 
cloth  within  the  time  required.  Hence  the  Gov- 
ernment retained  the  sum  of  $6,085  04.  It  seems 
that  the  Government,  in  makine;  the  contract, 
agreed  to  furnish  the  Company  wiu  the  wool  from  ' 
which  the  cloth  was  to  be  made.  A  quantity  of 
wool  was  placed  on  board  a  vessel  to  be  sent  to 
Richmond,  Virginia,  where  the  Company  carry 
on  their  business,  and  the  vessel  was  lost  with  its 
cargo  before  it  reached  its  destination.  On  this 
account  it  was  impossible  for  the  Company  to  iiil- 
fill  their  contract.  Besides  that,  the  small-pox 
broke  out  among  the  operatives,  and  reduced  the 
number  of  hands,  and  tnus  rendered  the  Company 
less  able  to  execute  the  work.  Therefore,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  Government  sustain  no  loss,  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  state  that  this  bill 
passed  tlie  House  of  Representatives  at  the  last 
session,  and  came  here.  It  was  then  reported 
upon  favorably  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs but  it  was  not  acted  upon  for  want  of  time. 
It  has  again  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  this  session,  and  it  has  again  been  reported  upon 
favorably  by  the  Conunittee  on  Military  Affairs  of 
this  body. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  looked  into  this  daim  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  I  can  state  that  it 
would  have  passed  the  Senate  then  but  for  an  ob- 
jection made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Clemens.]  He  was  afterwards  satis- 
fied as  to  the  bill,  and  withdrew  his  objection.  It 
would  again  have  been  taken  up  and  passed,  but 
that  there  was  no  opportunity  of  doing  so  at  such 
a  late  period  of  the  session. 

QUESTION  OP  PRIORITY. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  fact, 
that  there  is  a  bill  on  the  Calendar  to  provide  for 
the  unpaid  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  State  and  Continental  lines  of  tlie 
Revolutionary  Army,  which  is  a  private  bill.  It 
is  on  the  Calendar  in  regular  order  before  many  of 
the  bills  which  we  have  been  considering  to-day. 
It  is  a  bill  in  relation  to  a  number  of  persons,  but 
still  it  is  a  privnte  claim. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  think  it  is  a  public  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  A  bill  has  just  been 
passed  providing  for  paying  an  association,  a  cor- 
poration, a  company.  The  claim  which  I  wish  to 
oe  considered  is  for  the  benefit  of  a  great  many 
persons,  it  is  true;  but  still  it  is  a  private  claim. 

I  rise  to  ask  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  it  is  not  a  private  bill,  and  ought  not  to 
have  been  taken  up  long  ago. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  had  his  atten- 
tion called  to  that  bill,  but  he  considered  it  a  pub- 
lic bill,  and  therefore  did  not  put  it  among  the  pri- 
vate bills.  It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the 
Sennte  to  regulate  that  matter. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  make  no  question 
in  relation  to  it. 

THOMAS  H.  LEGGETT. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  H.  Leggett,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
authorized  to  refund  to  Thomas  H.  Leggett,  a  sum 
equal  to  the  increased  dutyjpaid  by  him  under  the 
tarifi*  act  of  May  19th,  1828,  on  two  invoices  of 
woolen  goods  imported  from  Liverpool,  invoiced 
at  ^1,526  17f.  9d.  steding^  or  $6,786  15,  and  en- 
tered at  the  custom-house,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1^;  provided  that  this 
payment  shall  not  be  made  until  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  hav«  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
duties  were  actually  paid,  and  that  the  contract  for 
the  delivery  of  those  goods  was  entered  into  in  the 
winter  of  ]827-'28,  and  that  Thomas  H.  Leggett 
had  it  sot  in  his  power,  aAer  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  May  19th,  1838,  to  demand  such  order;  and 
provided,  Airther,  that  aalisfactory  evidaice  be 


furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thm 
the  firm  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett  A  Co.  did  not  re- 
alize the  ordinary  profit  on  such  importattona. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     Is  there  any  report   in   thai 
case?    If  there  is,  I  should  like  to  hear  it  read. 

The  report  was  read  accordingly. 

It  refers  for  a  statement  of  the  merits  of  tHe  case 
to  report  No.  500,  made  by  the  Committee  oo 
CommerceoftheHouseof  Representatives,  on  the 
26th  of  May,  1848.  That  report  states  that  the 
house  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett  &  Co.,  were  regulsr 
importers  of  dry  goods  in  New  York;  that  on  the 
8th  of  July,  1828,  they  imported  from  Liverpool, 
and  entered  at  the  Nevi  York  cuslom-faooae, 
two  invoices  of  woolen  dry  goods,  as  coating 
«^1,526  17f.  9f  sterling,  or  |6,786  15,  on  which 
duties  amounting  to  $5,467  were  imposed  by  the 
tarififact  passed  on  the  19th  May,  1828,  and  which 
took  effect  on  the  30th  of  June  succeeding  in  rela- 
tion to  dry  goods,  but  which  did  not  take  efiect  tn 
relation  to  iron  and  hardware  until  the  1st  of  Sep. 
tember  following.  Under  the  tariff  act  of  1824, 
which  was  in  operation  when  these  goods  w^ere  or- 
dered, the  duties  would  have  amounted  to  (2,250. 
The  increase  of  duties,  the  memoraUst  represented, 
did  not  enhance  the  value  of  the  goods,  butactoalljr 
created  a  great  loss  on  this  description  of  goodi. 
Those  TOods  were  contracted  for  in  the  winter 
of  1827-^8,  to  be  delivered  in  the  spring  of  1828, 
and  were  shipped  in  two  vessels  from  LtfiTsrpod, 
one  of  which  sailed  seven  days  before  the  passage 
of  the  law  of  19th  May,  182B,  and  the  other  in  i 
few  days  afterwards.  It  was  impossible  then  to 
annul  the-  contract,  or  countermand  the  order  Ibr 
the  shipping  of  the  goods.  The  bouse  of  Leggett 
&  Co.  unit^  with  other  importers  in  a  petition  to 
Congress  to  refund  the  additional  duties  imposed 
under  the  tariff  of  1828  under  such  cireumstsaees. 
That  petition  was  before  the  22d  and  ^d  Cos- 
grosses.  At  each  of  those  Congresses,  bills  were 
passed  by  both  Houses  for  the  relief  of  the  im- 
porters, but  none  of  thepfi  became  a  law.  A  cast 
similar  in  all  its  features  to  this,  was  redressed 
under  an  act  approved  June  28th,  1836.    On  that 

Sound,  and  sensible  of  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
e  memondist  in  this  case  asked  for  a  return  of 
tha  duties  on  those  importations.  The  eommictet 
state,  that  having  examined  the  facts  and  evideaee 
submitted  to  them,  they  were  of  opinion  that  die 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted.  For 
a  more  full  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  they 
annexed  to  the  report  four  letters  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  invoice  and  entry  of  the  custom-house, 
and  also  House  Document  No.  123  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  twenty-third  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  is  proposed  in  this  case,  if 
I  understand  the  bill,  to  remit  duties  because  a 
change  was  made  in  the  tariff  after  an  order  was 
given  to  import  certain  goods.  Why,  a  gnat 
many  such  cases  have  been  presented  to  us  for 
our  consideration,  and  we  know  that  they  htve 
generally  been  rejected,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been.  AH  merchants  must  prepare  for  these  coa- 
ttngencies.  If  we  undertake  to  remedy  the  mis- 
takes which  may  be  occasioned  by  changes  in  the 
rates  of  duties  on  foreign  imports,  diere  is  no  tdl- 
ing  where  we  shall  be  led.  indeed  I  do  not  knov 
how  It  is  that  this  bill  comes  from  the  Commiuet 
on  Commerce.  This  is  a  subject  which  has  gen- 
erally been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  which  appropriately  belones  to  the  functioaa 
of  that  committee.  Certainly  the  rule  in  that  com- 
mittee has  been  not  to  enni  relidf  in  cases  of  this 
sort.  Why,  we  should  be  opening  the  door  of  the 
Treasury  if  we  pass  this  bill,  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, to  tnousands  of  cases.  How  many  cases  roir 
arise  under  the  tariff  act  of  1842  ?  How  far  bad 
are  we  to  go  ?  Are  we  to  look  up  the  whole  faJB- 
tory  of  our  legislation  in  order  to  see,  perchance,  if 
the  various  tariff  acts  which  have  been  passed  hari 
operated  harshly  and  onerously  on  this  or  that  in- 
dividual? How  are  we  to  be  sure  of  the  factt? 
How  are  we  to  ascertain  the  testimony  at  such  5 
distance  of  time  as  this  ?  Even  if  we  admit  the 
principle  to  be  a  sound  one  that  we  should  rd^und 
duties  under  such  circumstances,  which  we  ce^ 
tainly  have  not  admitted  heretofore  in  the  eeneral 
course  of  this  body,  how  could  we  ascertain  with 
certainty  the  facts  in  such  complicated  transactioaf 
at  such  a  distance  of  time  ? 

It  is  said  that  the  order  for  the  goods  in  this 
case  was  given  in  1828.  How  do  we  know  that? 
It  is  said,  too,  that  the  order  was  given  in  igno- 
rance 6f  the  proposed  change.    How  do  wekuow 
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that?  How  do  we  know  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  ?  How  can  we  ascertain  with  certainty  the 
&cts  on  which  the  merits  of  a  case  would  depend 
if  we  were  to  admit  the  principle?  But  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  so  into  that  m(|uiry.  The  principle  is 
utterly  inadmissible;  and  if  we  once  act  on  it,  we 
may  make  up  our  minds  to  see  a  ^eat  many  such 
cases  brought  before  us  for  relief.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  reject  this  bill.  It  is  a  matter  or  some 
importance,  and  if  we  wish  to  ^uard  the  public 
Treasury  against  demands  of  this  character,  we 
will  reject  Uie  bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,    It  is  hardly  possible  to  dis- 
crimiaate  sometimes  which  is  the  proper  commit- 
tee to   which  a  subject  ought  to  be  referred.    I 
hATe  always  endeavored  to  refer  all  matters  rela- 
tiog  to  the  revenue  system  of  the  country  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.     1  suppose  this  matter 
went  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  because  it 
ori^nated  in  that  committee  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress.    The  report  which  has  been  read  on 
this  subject,  was  made  from  that  committee.    I 
have  not  had  my  attention  called  directly  to  the 
sabject  involved  in*  this  bil).    It  was  committed  to 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Si^ward,]  who 
it  oow  necessarily  absent.    Inasmuch  as  he  is  the 
member  of  the  committee  who  has  made  a  petsonal 
examination  into  all  the  papers,  and  as  he  is  now 
necessarily  detained  from  tne  Senate,  I  move  that 
(he  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table.    I  think  it  is  due 
to  him  that  he  snoukl  have  some  opportunity  of 
defending  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  laid 
itpon  the  table. 

ALCXAIYDER  P.  FIELD. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  is  Committee  of 
ihe  Wliolet  to  the  consideration  of  a  **  joint  reso- 
kion  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  P.  Field,  late 
Secretary  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  sureties. " 
Mr.  HUNTER.    The  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana^  who  reported  that  bill  from  the  Commit- 
tee OD  finance,  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  neither  is 
tbe   honoiable   Senator   from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
DoDQX,]  who  feels,  an  interest  in  the  passage  of 
\ibe  V^;  but  I  will  state  thatl  believe  it  is  aproper 
\)i\]l,  which  propoeee  to  allow  the  proper  officers  of 
tbeTiRasitry  Department  to  settle  ^e  accounts  of 
the  pnikofsl,  with  his  sureties^    It  appears  that 
tbe  priBcipal  proved  to  be  inscdvent,  ami  the  secu- 
rities oslr  to  come  in  and  produce  such  Touchers 
and  maice  such  settlement  as  the  principal  hiinself 
vouM  have  made. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
omI  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

JULIA  AIKEN. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
(!ie  Whole,  to  consider  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Julia 
Aiken. 

This  was  a  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  providing  a  pension  to  be  paid  to 
Julia  Aiken,  the  only  child  of  William  Yool,  who 
died  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  year  1801. 

A  long  report  was  read  in  this  cafie,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  William  Yool  was  in  the  naval 
tervicefrom  1797  to  1801,  when  he  died  in  the 
•ervice.  That  he  left  a  wife  and  an  o»ly  child. 
That  by  the  first  section  of  an  act  passed' on  \he 
3d  of  March,  1837,  the  said  Julia  Aiken,  daughter 
of  said  William  Yool,  would  have  been  entitled  to 
a  pension  but  for  the  fact  that  the  death  of  her 
&tber  had  not  been  reported  by  an  officer  in  the 
Navy — a  rej^ation  required  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment. That  there  was  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  death  of  said  William  Yool  while  in  the  ser- 
vice, but  that  as  it  had  not  been  reported  by  an 
ftilicer  as  required,  the  defect  coula  not  now  be 
remedied,  the  officers  who  could  have  given  such 
evidence,  being  all  dead. 

No  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  do  not  fully  undentand  that 
case  from  the  report.  It  seems  to  me  it  deserves 
some  further  consideration  before  we  pass  upon 
it.  It  is  manifest  that  it  does  not  come  under  the 
operation  of  any  law  now  in  force.  As  the  Sena- 
tor who  reported  the  bill  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  I 
wish  the  matter  may  lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  not.  I  think  the  case 
is  very  clear.  Every  fact  in  the  cose  seems  to  en- 
title tne  petitioner  to  a  pension  under  the  act  of 
1837.  But  under  one  of  the  regulations  of  the 
Navy  Department,  in  carrying  out  the  lav  of 


1837,  it  is  required  that  when  the  fact  of  the  death 
of  the  person  in  whose  behalf  the  pension  is  asked, 
does  not  appear  from  the  roll,  it  must  be  established 
by  the  evidence  of  a  commissioned  officer.  Now, 
the  law  of  1837  was  retroactive;  it  declared  that 
the  widows  and  children  of  all  officers  and  seamen 
who  should  die  or  had  died  in  the  naval  service, 
should  be  entitled  to  these  pensions.  Between  the 
death  of  this  seaman,  and  the  act  of  1837,  every 
commissioned  officer  on  board  that  ship,  the  Eln- 
terprise,  was  dead.  Under  such  circumstances, 
the  pension  could  not  be  obtained.  But  the  case 
comes  clearly  under  the  provisiom  of  the  act  of 
1837,  and  the  evidence  presented  in  the  very  able 
rejf>ort  of  the  committee,  shows,  in  a  manner  en- 
tirely satisikctory,  that  if  the  fact  of  the  death  had 
been  certified  to  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
ship,  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Department  to  allow  the  pension.  Now  the 
question  i^,  whether,  because  this  poor  seaman 
was  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  have  had  his 
death  noticed  at  the  time,  and  because  of  the 
want  of  evidence  of  the  death  by  a  commissioned 
officer,  the  pension  shall  not  be  allowed? 

Mr.  FELCH .  I  should  like  to  inquire  whether 
the  person  applying  here  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to  this  pension  but  for  the  single  fact  that 
the  proof  of  death  in  the  service  was  not  strictly 
formal? 

Mr.  BADGER.    That  is  the  only  difficulty. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  By  the  law  of  1637  it  appears 
that  the  widow  of  a  deceased  seaman  would  have 
been  entitled  to  rec^ve  one  half  of  the  pay  which 
such  seamen  received  while  living,  and  in  service, 
80  long  as  she  did  not  intermarry.  There  is  evi* 
denee  of  the  intermarriage  of  this  widow,  but  the 
time  of  that  intermarriage  is  not  stated.  Now, 
the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  five  to  this  daugh- 
ter of  the  deceased  one  half  or  the  pay  to  which 
her  father  would  have  been  entitled  from  the  time 
of  his  death  until  the  year  1811,  when  she  became 
of  age.  The  widow  subsequently  marned;  but 
whether  that  marriage  occurred  belore  or  aC<er  the 
dau^fbter  became  of  age  does  not  appear. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suppose  it  does  not  appear, 
as  it  would  in  a  legal  pleading,  that  this  widow 
had  intermarried,  or  that  she  had  intermarried 
when  this  pension  would  have  been  allowed,  and 
had  therefore  forfeited  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Under  the  law  of  1837i  unless 
the  object  is  to  extend  relief  beyond  what  that 
law  would  have  don%^  the  matter  stands  in  a  dif- 
ferent position.  But  if  it  is  not  intended  to  ex- 
tend the  relief  be3Kind  what  that  law  would  allow, 
then  it  ought  to  be  ascertained  when  the  widow 
married.  She  was  entitled^  under  the  pension  laws, 
to  receive  one  half  of  the  pay  which  her  husband 
would  have  received,  from  the  time  of  his  death 
to  the  time  of  her  intermarriage.  If  the  object  in 
this  case  is  to  extend  to  it  the  provisions  of  a  mse- 
ciai  act  beyond  tJie  provisions  of  the  law  of  1^7, 
that  is  another  question.  The  report,  however, 
which  has  been  read,  seems  to  look  to  the  law  of 
1837  as  a  governing  principle,  and  the  facts  are 
not  stated  with  sufficient  clearness  to  let  us  know 
whether  the  party  is  entitled  to  relief  under  that 
law  or  not. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill;  but  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Senate 
'will  sanction  the  principle  involved  in  this  case. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  very  willing,  but  I  have 
given  advice  to  many  persons  in  my  own  State, 
who  wished  to  obtain  pensions  under  the  act  of 
1837,  against  making  any  application  on  the  ground 
that  the  act  of  1837  liad  been  repealed.  They  are 
cases  that  would  come  under  that  act,  and  such  as 
would  entitle  them  to  receive  oensions  if  that  act 
were  in  force,  and  would  be  favorably  considered 
by  the  Senate.  If  it  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that 
cases  arising  under  that  act,  and  which  would 
have  been  entitled  to  relief  if  the  act  were  now  in 
force,  can  still  be  favorably  received,  then  this  case 
will  be  applicable.     1  am  willing  to  go  upon  that 

Principle,  oecause  there  are  persons  in  my  own 
tate,  whom  I  have  advised  session  afler  session 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  a  pension, 
because  the  bill  was  repealed,  and  it  having  been 
repealed.  Congress  would  not  take  up  cases  which 
would  not  have  been  precluded  when  the  bill  was 
in  force.  If,  however,  it  be  the  case  that  Congress 
will  grant  relief  in  such  cases,  I  shall  not  object, 
because  it  will  relieve  some  very  meritorious  cases 
which  I  was  heretofore  of  opmion  could  not  be 
reliertd* 


I  think,  however,  that  the  pension  should  apply 
only  from  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  the  widow; 
otherwise  the  child  will  get  the  pension  for  the 
whole  period  as  well  as  the  widow. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  question  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  one  that  will  admit 
of  very  grave  consideration,  if  the  bill  that  is  now 
before  the  Senate  really  raises  it.  But  tlie  bill 
before  us  is  this:  It  is  not  to  provide  for  a  claim 
undertaken  to  be  brought  forward  under  the  act  of 
1837,  afler  the  repeal  of  that  act.  It  is  a  very  differ- 
ent case.  It  is  a  case  which  was  brought  forward 
while  the  act  of  1837  was  in  full  force,  and  the 
party  whose  business  it  was  to  see  it  carried  into 
execution  was  then  prepared  to  show  under  the 
law,  the  existence  or  the  service  and  the  death, 
but  was  precluded  fVom  being  allowed  to  manifest 
these  facts  by  a  rule  adopted  in  the  Department, 
which  excluded  the  evidence  of  all  persons  except 
commissioned  officers  as  to  the  fact  of  the  death  m 
the  service.  That  is  the  case  before  us;  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  every  instance 
of  that  kind,  in  which  the  party  applying  for  a 
pension  did  what  was  in  his  power,  under  me  law 
while  it  was  in  force,  obtained  the  benefit  of  the 
law  as  much  as  though  it  were  in  force  now.  But 
it  would  be  a  very  difierent  case,  if  people  come 
forward  now  who  had  brought  forward  no  claim, 
asserted  no  right,  asked  no  relief  while  the  law 
was  in  force. 

In  the  first  place,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  plain 
matter,  a  clear  case  of  a  claim  cemin^;  within  the 
statute,  and  preferred  while  it  was  in  force,  and 
one  which  would  have  been  allowed  then  but  for 
what — ^I  may  be  permitted  to  say — ^was  rather 
an  absurd  regulation  of  the  Department,  because 
that  regulation  should  have  made  an  exception  in 
regard  to  cases  where  the  commissioned  officers 
weredead.  I  believe  all  that  the  law  requires  is,  that 
the  highest  kind  of  evidence  which  tlie  nature  of  the 
case  admits  of  shall  be  given.  It  was  so  in  this  case. 
There  would  have  been  some  ground  of  suspicion, 
if  one  or  more  of  the  commissioned  officers  had 
been  living  when  the  representatives  of  the  de- 
ceased had  come  forward  and  offered  the  testimony 
of  those  who  were  of  a  lower  grade  in  the  service. 
But  when  all  the  commissions  officers  are  dead , 
they  cannot  be  produced;  and  it  seems  there  is  a 
necessity  of  having  tlie  evidence  of  other  persons 
in  order  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  It  seems  to  me  that 
to  avoid  all  suspicion  of  any  attempt  to  impose  on 
the  Department,  by  bringing  forward  other  per- 
sons, ail  the  commissioned  officers  being  dead,  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  Department  to  have  made  an 
order  to  admit  just  and  reasonable  evidence,  in 
conformity  with  the  principle  established  in  other 
cases. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    If  this  bill  only  proposed  to 

g've  relief  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
w  of  1837,  supposing  the  proof  to  be^ood,  then 
I  should  make  no  objection  to  it;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  will  move 
to  restrict  it  to  that,  then  I  will  go  for  the  bill.  But 
it  goes  farther  than  that;  it  provides  that  the 
daughter — supposing  tliat  the  proof  of  the  death 
was  plenary — who  would  not,  during  the  life  of 
the  widow  oe  entitled  to  the  half-pay,  should  have 
that  half  pay  from  the  year  1801;  and  the  bill  does 
not  show,  nor  does  the  report,  when  the  widow 
married.  The  effect  of  the  oill,  therefore,  will  be 
to  carry  out  the  compensation  beyond  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  1837.  Unless  the  Senator  will  go 
that  far— and  I  see  no  reason  for  making  this 
an  exception — I  cannot  vote  fbr  this  bill  as  il 
stands. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  suggest  an  amendment, 
which  may  perhaps  meet  the  views  of  the  Senator. 
I  will  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
"from  and  after  the  year  1801,"  and  say,  "from 
and  after  the  second  marriage.*'  Tlmt  js  the  idea 
I  wish  to  convey.  The  Senator  has  the  bill  before 
him,  and  he  will  perhaps  make  the  alteration. 

Mr.  GEYER,  (m  his  seat.)  The  bill  is  right 
as  it  stands.  There  is  no  necessity  for  such  an 
amend  me'nt. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  will  not  apply  to 
the  bill.  There  are  no  such  words  as  he  proposes 
to  strike  out. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  understand  fVom  my  friend 
near  me  that  the  bill  is  all  perfectly  ri»ht,and  that 
il  simply  provides  that  this  applicant  should  receive 
the  pension  to  which,  under  the  law  of  1837,  she 
would  be  entitled.    It  dees  not  say  that  tke  shaft 
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receire  a  pension  from  the  day  of  the  death  of  her 
father.    Let  the  bill  be  read. 

The  bill  was  accord inc^V  read. 

Mr.  BADGER.    The  bill  is  all  right  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    I  think  not. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Tt  does  not  provide  that  she 
shall  hare  a  pension  from  the  day  of  the  death,  as 
the  Senator  supposes.    It  is,  **  that  the  Commis- 

*  aioner  of  Pensions  be  directed  to  allow  to  Julia 

*  Aiken  the  pension  she  would  have  been  entitled 

*  to  receive,  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec- 

*  tion  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1837,  providing  for 

*  the  more  eouitable  administration  of  the  Navy 

*  pension  fund,  if  her  claim  had  been  allowed  by 
« the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  while  that  act  was  in 

*  force."  It  does  not  say  that  she  shall  receive  a 
pension  from  the  year  1801 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  report  evidently  goes 
beyond  that. 

Mr.  B A  DGER.  But  the  report  is  not  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion.  The  bill  is  all  we  have  to 
do  with. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  shall  not  interpose  any  objec- 
tion to  the  bill,  but  I  want  the  Senate  to  under- 
stand the  principle  which  we  cure  about  to  estab- 
lish. I  understand  it  to  be  this:  Here  is  a  claim 
existing  under  the  law  of  1837;  application  is 
made  to  the  proper  Department  for  the  settlement 
of  that  claim  under  the  law;  the  claimant  fails 
in  his  claim,  owing  to  some  peculiar  rules  estab- 
lished by  that  Department,  ana  the  law  authorizing 
the  claim  is  subsequently  repealed.  The  Senate, 
in  that  case,  is  determined  to  give  equitable  re- 
Uef 

Mr.  BADGER.  We  have  done  it  in  many 
other  cases. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  know  we  have  done  it  in  many 
other  cases,  but  not  under  a  law  that  has  been  re- 
pealed.   That  is  all.    I  have  no  objection  to  the 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  question  was  on  its  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
its  engrossment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  on  being 
taken  resulted — yeas  26,  nays  9;  as  follows: 

YBA8— M«isrt.  Atcbiton,  Badger,  Baymrd,  Borland, 
CsM,  Clarke,  Dodfe  of  Wiaeootin,  Dowm,  Fish,  Geyer, 
Hale,  June*,  Joom  of  Iowa,  Jonefl  of  Tennesaee,  King, 
Mallory,  McEae,  Msngam.  Miller.  Sebsstlan,  Shields, 
Smith,  Soal6,  Spniance,  Upham,  and  Wade— 96. 

NAYS— Messra.  Bell,  Bradbunr,  Dawvon,  Dodge  of 
Iowa,  Felch,  Haoiiin,  Nonia,  underwood,  and  Whit- 
comb— 9. 

JONATHAN  KBARSLET  AND  JOHN  BIDDLE. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
final  settlementof  the  accounts  of  Jonathan  Kears* 
ley,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Detroit,  and 
or  John  Biddle,  late  register  of  the  land  office  at 
that  place. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  thereoy  reouired  to  audit  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  Jonatnan  Kearsley  and  of  John  Biddle, 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and  that 
whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money,  if  any,  which 
may  be  found  due  to  them,  or  to  either  of  them, 
■hall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  will  make  a  ■ingje  statement, 
which  will  perhaps  be  sufficient.  The  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  enable  the  Department  to  settle  some 
suspended  items  in  the  accounts  of  these  individ- 
uals. The  items  are  for  money  paid  by  them 
under  certain  exigencies  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary. The  rule  of  the  Department  was  to  allow 
such  accounts,  and  they  nave  been  allowed  in 
numerous  instances  which  are  alluded  to  in  the 
report.  But  some  technical  objection  was  started 
to  8ome  item  in  the  accounts,  and  the  Department 
refused  to  pass  upon  it.  Since  that  time  Uongress 
have  passed  several  bills  founded  upon  the  same 
principle  as  that  involved  in  this  case.  This  bill 
IS  to  carry  out  the  sanie  principle  in  regard  to  the 
accounts  of  the  individuals  named  in  it,  as  was 
recognized  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
others.  * 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


MAISON  ROUGE  GRANT. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Chair  to  a  private  bill  on  the  Calendar,  which 
has  been  passed  over.  It  is  a  bill  to  errant  the 
right  of  preemption  to  settlers  on  the  public  land 
known  as  the  Adaison  Rouge  Grant. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did  not  view 
it  as  a  private  bill,  and  therefore  passed  it  over. 
It  is  a  bill  to  frant  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  But  it  applies  only  to  a  fjtw 
individuals.  I  consider  that  it  is  a  pnvate  claim. 
It  applies  only  to  one  particular  cuum,  and  em- 
braces but  a  fewjperaons. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  does  not  con- 
sider that  it  is  a  private  bill;  but  he  will  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  tliat  they  may  decide 
upon  it.  The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  a  bill  which  he  insists 
is  a  private  bill.  The  Chair  entertains  a  different 
opinion,  but  submits  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.  It  is  a  bill  to  grant  the  right 
of  prei^mption  to  settlers  on  the  pubRc  land  known 
as  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant.  The  Chair  leaves  it 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  it  is  a  private  bill 
or  not. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  It  applies  altogether  to  a  few 
settlers  on  one  particular  grant  of  land.  I  sup- 
pose there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  bill  givins  the 
right  of  preemption  to  one  individual  would  oe  a 
private  bill.  If  it  is  not  I  do  not  know  what  it  is, 
then.  If  the  grant  to  one  individual  be  a  private 
bill,  how  the  extendingof  itto  two  or  three  makes 
it  a  public  bill  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  I  think 
we  rrequently  pass  bills  as  private  which  apply  to 
a  number  of  individuals.  It  strikes  me  that  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  private  bills  apply  altofi;ether  to  money. 
There  may  be  private  claims  to  lands  as  well  as 
to  money.    This  is  a  private  claim  for  the  right  of 

gregmption.  It  applies  to  only  this  one  grant, 
f  course  the  number  of  individuals  is  limited. 
There  was  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  ex- 
tending the  right  or  preemption,  aa  was  thought, 
to  all  the  settlers  on  the  land  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  but  it  was  found  that  a  few  were  excluded, 
and  this  bill  is  intended  to  give  them  the  right.  I 
hope  the  Senate  will  consider  it  as  a  private  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  does  not  con- 
sider it  a  private  bill,  because  it  is  not  a  claim. 
The  individuals  for  whose  benefit  it  is  intended, 
simply  ask  of  Congress  to  extend  to  them  a  priv- 
ilege. Almost  every  bill  on  the  Calendar  woidd 
be  considered  a  private  bill,  if  the  rule  were 
adopted ,  that  because  some  individual  had  an  in- 
terest in  it,  it  was  a  private  bill. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  1  do  not  understand  the  dis- 
tinction. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  order  which  was 
made  by  the  Senate  is,  that  Fridays  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  jnivatt  eUnmt, 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  thought  it  was  private  bills. 
I  should  like  to  hear  the  oraer  read. 

It  was  read  as  follows: 

Retolvedf  That  after  the  flrat  di^  of  Jannary  next,  Friday 
of  each  week  ehall  be  set  aside  for  the  ooMlderatioD  of  pri- 
vate claims,  aod  that  on  that  day  private  bills  shall  have 
priority  orer  all  other  business. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  cannot  understand  the  dis- 
tinction which  is  made  by  the  Chair.  It  must 
consist  in  the  setting  up  of  a  claim  for  money. 
The  individuals  for  whose  benefit  the  bill  is  in- 
tended, claim  a  right  which  they  ask  to  be  granted 
to  them.  It  is  a  bill  altogether  of  a  private  nature. 
If  the  Chair  decides  that  it  is  not  a  private  bill,  as 
I  wish  the  question  settled,  I  shall  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision. 

The  PRESIDENT.    If  the  Senator  had  list- 
ened  to  the  Chair,  he  would  have  understood  that, 
the  Chair,  so  far  froni  deciding  that  it  was  not  a 

f>rivate  bill,  merely  said  that  he  individually  be- 
ieved  that  it  was  not,  but  that  it  was  for  the  Sen- 
ate to  decide  whether  they  would  consider  it  as 
such  or  not;  and  in  order  that  the  Senate  may  de- 
termine that,  the  bill  will  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  enacts  that  every  person 
being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  widow,  or  single 
man  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who,  prior 
to  January  27,  1851,  was  an  actual  settler  on  the 
public  lands  known  as  the  Maison  Rou^e  Grant,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  his  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives, shall  be  entitled  to  enter  land,  not 
exc^ing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  one 

Suarter  section,  the  said  land  to  include  the  resi- 
enee  and  improvement  of  such  settler,  at  the 


minimum  price  of  said  land,  on  such  terms  and 
under  such  limitations  as  are  contained  in  the  tct 
entitled  **An  actto-CTant  the  nirhtof  prei^ption  to 
certain  settlers  on  the  Maison  Rouge  Grant, in  the 
event  of  the  final  adjudication  in  favor  of  the  title 
of  the  United  States,"  approved  January  22, 18SL 
The  question  being  put,  the  Senate  decided  that 
it  was  not  a  private  Dill. 

RECESS. 
Mr.  BADGER.    I  move  that  when  the  Seattt 
adjouma  to-day»  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  HALE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
f  resulted — yeas  31,  nays  10;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badfeer,  Bavard,  BelL  Ber- 
rien, Boriand.  Bradbury,  Clarke,  Davis,  jDawann,  Fdeb, 
Pisb,  Geyer,  HaioUn,  Hunter,  James,  Joaes  of  Teaaespce, 
Kins.  McBae,  ManKum,  Miller,  Norris^Sebastian,  ShicU*, 
Smith,  SouK,  Spruance,  Underwood,  upbam.  Wade,  as^ 
Whitcomb-dl. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Cass,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodpe  of 
Iowa,  DooglM,  Down*.  Hale,  Houatoa,  Jooes  of  Iowa, 
Mallofy,  and  Wallcer— 10. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ISAAC  GARRETSOlf. 

Th^  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  R.  Bryan,  administrator  of  Isaac  Garretson, 
deceased,  late  a  Punier  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
upon  which  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  had 
made  an  adverse  report. 

The  report  was  read,  from  which  it  appean 
that  Mr.  Garretson  was  a  Purser  from  1822  to 
1829,  at  the  Baltimore  station,  under  a  salary  of 
forty  dollars  a  month  and  two  rations;  that  on  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts  he  was  found  to  be  in 
arrears  to  the  amount  of  f  1»293  64,  for  which  a 
suit  was  instituted   against   his   administivtor. 
This ,  balance  is  proposed  to  be  overcome  by  a 
charge  of  |200  per  annum  for  house  rent  dunne 
his  period  of  service  at  Baltimore,  which  woold 
result  in  a  balance  against  the  United  States. 
The  credit  claimed  for  house  rent  was  properly 
disallowed  by  the  Auditor,  upon  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  authority  for  the  allowance;  that,  oa 
tlie  contrary,  the  allowance  of  house  rent  waa  dis- 
continued in  1821.    Mr.  Ghuretson  aceepted  the 
appointment  aAer  the  order   discontinQing  the 
allowance  was  made,  and  the  Department  refused 
to  allow  the  rent  at  that  station  until  1831,  when 
it  was  thought  proper  to  allow  |200  per  annum. 
The  effect  of  this  allowance  being  granlai  Co  the 
estate  of  Qarretaon  would  be  to  overrule  the  dis- 
cretion exercised  by  the  Department  in  re(iaaing 
the  allowance  for  house  rent,  and  therefore  the 
committee  could  not  recommend  it.    It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 
better  able  to  understand  what  was  for  the  public 
interest  on  this  point  than  the  Senate.     Upon 
these  considerations  the  committee  recommended 
that  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  move  that  the  biU  Ue  on 
the  table.  I  introduced  the  bill  at  the  request  of 
the  gentleman,  without  having  an  opportimity  of 
lookine  into  it.  According  to  that  report,  the 
claim  does  not  seem  to  be  well  founded. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

*   CAPTAIN  ERASTU8  A.  CAPRON. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
children  of  Captain  Erastus  A.  Capron. 

The  bill  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
be  directed  to  pav  to  the  children  of  the  late  Cap- 
tain Capron,  of  tne  first  regiment  of  artillery  of  tne 
Army  of  the  United  States,  the  same  amount  of 
pension  that  was  allowed  to  Harriet  R.  F.  Capron 
— said  pension  to  commence  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  1852,  and  to  continue  for 
five  years. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  '*  twentieth  day  of  Aueust, 
1852,'^in  place  of  "  first  day  of  January,  1858;" 
which  will  make  the  pension  to  commence  at  the 
expiration  of  the  first  five  years  of  the  pension 
which  was  granted  to  the  widow  of  Captain  Ca- 
pron. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FELCH  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  There  was  a  report 
made  at  the  last  session  in  favor  of  a  pension  for 
the  widow  of  Captain  Capron,  which  may  be 
read. 
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It  was  read;  from  which  it  appears  that  Captain 
Cspron  fell  in  the  battle  of  Cherubusco,  near  the 
city  of  Mexico,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Au^st, 
1847,  leaving  a  widow  wholly  destitute  of  support, 
aod  children,  six  iu  number,  the  oldest  of  wnom 
vos  only  ei^ht  years  old.  In  view  of  their  desti- 
tution, and  in  consideration  of  the  ffallantry  and 
nuuiy  aerrices  of  their  deceased  husband  and 
iftiber,  the  committee  reported  a  bill  for  the  contin- 
uance of  her  present  pension  to  his  widow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  would  only  remark, 
that  the  bill  granting  the  pension  to  tne  widow 
of  this  gallant  officer  was  reported  unanimously 
from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  at  the  last  ses- 
■ion,  and  at  this  session  a  similar  report  has  been 
made  to  SVtb  a  pension  to  his  children  for  five 
years.  The  petitioner  prayed  that  the  pension 
migbt  be  given  to  her  for  the  residue  of  her  life. 
The  eommittee,  however,  did  not  conceive  it 
proper  to  give  it  for  a  longer  period  than  five 
years.  There  are  precedents  for  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  Bills  have  been  passed  in  tnree  other 
timilar  cases.  As  this  lady  is  in  very  indigent 
circumstances,  and  has  six  children,  the  oldest  of 
▼horn  IB  but  eight  years  old,  I  hope  the  Senate 
win  pass  the  bill. 


Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  commiuee  who  reported  this  bill,  if  it  is  not 
in  violation  of  the  existing  law,  to  grant  this  pen- 
don  ? 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  '  Certainly  not. 
Mr.  DAWSON.  Do  you  not  propose  to  make 
it  an  exception  to  the  law  as  it  now  stands? 
Why»  then,  will  not  the  pension  be  paid  without 
ike  passing  of  this  bill? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  It  is  proposed  by  this 
bin  to  grant  a  pension  to  the  children,  not  to  the 
vido^r.  The  report  which  was  read  was  that 
vhich  was  nuule  at  the  last  session,  proposing  to 
nve  a  pension  to  the  widow  during  her  widow- 
Mr.  DAWSON.  That  brings  up  the  Question 
vhich  I  want  to  get  at.  Will  we  now  adopt  the 
principie  that  we  will  pension  all  the  children  of 
tH  ihe  soldiers  who  were  killed  in  our  various 


we  will  make  an  annual  appropriation 
to  them?  Will  this  Government  do  tbat?  That 
is  the  qjoestion.  If  you  do  it  in  this  case  what 
is  there  to  distinguish  il  fVom  any  other  case  in 
whieii  the  husband  or  father  was  killed  in  battle? 
If  70a  put  it  on  the  ground  of  poverty,  soldiers 
ire  usually  poor,  and  leave  families  in  the  same 
vay.  If  the  principle  is  to  be  established,  do  it 
It  onee  hj  a  general  bill,  and  not  by  an  individual 
cue  in  this  way.  If  we  do  this  for  one,  let  us  do 
it  for  an. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  very  reason  that  the 
pctitionera  apply  for  this  pension  is,  that  the 
general  law  does  not  cover  such  a  case.  But  I 
nnist  confess  that  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jection of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  because  this 
m  a  pension  to  the  children,  and  not  to  the  widow, 
tnd  these  children  are  now  fatherless,  penniless, 
and  in  poverty.  I  knew  this  officer  well,  I  knew 
kim  long  before  he  fell  in  battle.  I  saw  him  afVer 
he  feU,  and  I  must  say  that  1  know  of  no  officer  of 
his  rank  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who 
possessed  more  gallantry  and  worth  than  he  did. 
I  should  regret  exceedingly  to  see  any  opposition 
to  the  granting  of  the  pension,  because  1  think  it 
is  due  to  the  children  of  this  gallant  officer,  who 
have  no  means  to  support  them,  and  no  protector 
but  a  poor  mother,  who  has  been  left  a  widow  by 
the  fall  of  her  husband.  It  is  only  for  five  years. 
We  have  gone  much  further  in  other  cases,  for 
officers  of  a  higher  grade,  I  admit,  such  as  Gen- 
eral Worth  and  others,  but  this  officer,  in  his 
erade,  was  as  meritorious  as  any  officer  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  I  would  feel  that  I 
was  unjust  to  my  own  feelings  if  I  did  not  state 
my  recollection  of  his  worth,  as  a  man  and  as  an 
omcer.  I  saw  him  when  he  fell  in  battle.  I  saw 
his  body  there,  and  I  should  regret  to  see  his 
children  thrown  penniless  upon  the  world. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  have  understood  that  dur- 
ing that  campaign  in  Mexico  there  was  not  an 
officer  or  soldier  who  ever  turned  his  back  upon 
the  enemy.  Every  man  who  died  upon  the  battle- 
field died  nobly,  and  dischaiged  his  duty  well.  If 
they  have  died  in  this  way,  and  many  of  them 
have  left  children,  why  will  you  select  one  and 

provide  for  his  children,  and  leave  thousands  of 

others  unptorided  for  ?    My  sympathies  were  ex- 


cited when  I  heard  my  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Shields]  speak  of  what  he  had  seen.  But  we  can-  | 
not  legislate  upon  sympathy.  Any  course  of  this  | 
kind  would  beggar  this  Uovernment.  All  the 
money  which  we  could  collect  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  and  educate  the  children  of  de- 
ceased officers  and  soldiers.  I  thought  we  had 
been  as  liberal  as  any  nation  upon  earth  in  pen- 
sioning those  who  fight  the  battles  of  the  country; 
and  I  shall  not  object  to  this  now,  if  you  say  that 
you  will  establish  a  general  principle,  and  let  the 
country  understand  that  tliey  are  to  be  taxed  to 
support  the  children  of  every  poor  officer  and  sol- 
dier who  died  in  the  service  orthecountry.  I  can- 
not see  why  poverty  should  give  to  the  children  of 
A  any  advantage  over  the  children  of  B,  who  may 
have  been  killed  in  a  battle,  but  who  had  some 
property.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  raising  or 
educating  children  that  we  legislate.  We  have  no 
such*  power.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  compen- 
sating services  rendered  to  tne  country  that  we 
give  these  pensions.  The  services  of  the  man 
who  has  been  fortunate  enoueh  by  his  industry 
to  accumulate  wealth,  and  still  has  courage  suffi- 
cient to  carry  him  to  the  field,  and  not  send  a  sub- 
stitute, and  dies  there,  are  as  valuable  as  those  of 
the  poor  man.  There  is  no  power  of  discrimina- 
tion in  this  Government  between  wealth  and  pov- 
erty upon  a  principle  of  this  kind.  We  should 
stand  upon  a  principle  which  recognizes  the  equal- 
ity of  ml  men  who  serve  the  country.  I  am  un- 
willing to  adopt  til  is  partial  position,  and  lay  down 
a  dot  here  ana  there  according  to  the  desire  of  the 
various  representatives  of  difi'erent  States  as  to 
some  Ycry  worthy  and  proper  case  to  their  own 
knowledge.  I  know  of  fifty  cases  in  my  own  State 
where  husbands  and  fathers  died  in  Mexico,  and 
left  their  widows  and  children  probably  as  poor  as 
these  are;  and  can  I  consent  to  a  bill  of  this  kind 
for  an  individual  case,  and  not  make  the  same 

S-ant  to  all  ?    Upon  principle  I  am  opposed  to  it. 
ut  if  we  have  power  to  pass  a  bin,  let  us^ve  it 
so  that  aU  shaU  be  entitiM  to  the  same  aid. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  be  very  willing  to 
see  a  general  biU  and  a  general  law,  and  I  think  it 
would  he  due  from  the  country  to  cover  aU  such  cases 
as  this,  where  the  father  has  been  killed  in  battle, 
and  where  his  children  have  been  left  minors  and 
orphans,  and  poor.  I  hold  that  the  nation  is 
bound  to  step  in  and  become  a  fisither  of  that  fam- 
ily. I  put  it  upon  the  highest  principles  of  moral 
equity,  that  in  such  a  case,  the  nation  is  bound  to 
step  m  and  take  the  place  of  a  parent.  That  there 
is  no  general  law  is  no  reason  why  this  biU  should 
not  be  adopted.  On  the^contrary,  it  is  a  reason 
why  it  should  be  passed.  But  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  who  I  know  is  as  generous  in 
these  matters  as  I  am — and  the  view  he  take  is  not 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  this  bill  as  far  as  I  can 
see — says  this  nation  has  been  more  liberal  to- 
wards its  military  men  than  any  other  nation  in 
the  world.  I  tell  that  Senator  that  no  nation  on 
God's  earth  has  obtained  such  miUtary  service  as 
this  nation  has  with  so  little  cost.  Why,  your 
armies  have  brought  you  through  three  wars;  and 
what  have  those  armies  cost  you  ?  An  army  of  a 
nation  of  half  the  size,  on  a  peace  establishment, 
in  Europe,  costs  more  than  all  your  armies,  in- 
cluding pensions  and  aU;  for  your  soldiers  fly  to 
your  standard  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  when 
the  danger  is  over  they  retire  to  private  life  and 
shift  for  themselves.  And  now,  wnen  you  have  a 
case  of  this  kind  where  a  man  has  been  killed  in 
battle,  and  his  children  are  poor  and  destitutej  can 
you  turn  round  and  say  that  because  there  is  no 
general  law  to  cover  the  case,  these  children  shall 
be  turned  out  on  the  charitiesof  the  world?  Surely 
not.  I  do  not  want  to  discuss  this  question  fur- 
tlier. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  objection  raised  to  this 
bin  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia  is  one  that  we 
have  heard  time  and  again  from  him  on  every 
proposition  of  this  kind.  I  believe  that  no  bill 
grantinjg;  a  pension  has  ever  come  befere  the  Sen- 
ate which  ne  has  not  opposed,  and  generally,  if 
not  exclusively,  upon  the  ground  he  now  urges. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  very  reason  upon  which 
he  rests  his  objection  is  a  reason  why  we  should 
pass  the  bill.  He  objects  to  it  because  it  is  not  a 
general  biU  including  all  cases.  That  can  be  no 
objection  to  this  bill,  unless  the  passing  this  pre- 
cludes us  from  passing^  a  general  biU.  But  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  giving  pensions  to  these  chil- 
dren, does  not  preclude  us  from  passing  a  general 


bill,  or  bill  for  every  individual  case  equally  meri* 
toriouB  which  may  come  before  us.  On  tne  con- 
trary, it  makes  a  precedent  for  them.  But  I  am  in 
favor  of  special  bills  of  this  sort,  because  I  wish  to 

Eut  each  case  on  its  own  individual  merit.  We 
ave  general  laws  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  and 
for  general  purposes  they  are  very  liberal,  and 
give  as  much  discretion  to  the  Executive  officers 
of  this  Government  as  I  think  it  is  safe  and  proper 
to  give  them.  Yoa  cannot  by  general  laws  pro- 
vide for  every  case  of  merit.  It  is  because  cases 
like  this  are  not  and  cannot  be  embraced  in  those 
eeneral  laws  that  the  petitioners  have  now  come 
here.  They  'show  their  claim  to  be  one  strong  in 
ec|uity  and  m  every  consideration  that  should  en- 
title them  to  the  bounty  of  the  Government.  I 
hold  that  Congress  is  the  proper  and  only  safe 
and  proper  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  ot  such 
claims,  and  determine  whether  they  are  individ- 
ually meritorious  or  not.  For  myself,  I  am  will- 
ing and  resolved  to  vote  for  every  case  that  can 
be  shown  to  be  as  meritorious  as  this.  I  have 
voted  for  a  number  of  such  cases,  and  I  shaU  con- 
tinue to  vote  for  them,  whenever  they  may  come 
up,  as  long  as  there  is  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury  to 
pay  them  with. 

The  Senator  from  Georgia  says  he  opposes 
this  because  it  is  not  a  general  biU,  and  yet  we 
find  him  opposing  all  biUs  of  the  kind.  Be- 
cause it  is  not  now  proposed  to  provide  for  every 
cau  that  may  hereafter  come  before  us,  he  is  de- 
termined to  provide  for  none,  however  meritorious^ 
and  however  needy !  An  extraordinary  reason  it 
seems  to  me. 

Now,  I  agree  freely,  and  wiU  go  cordially  with 
the  Senator  from  Illmois,  fMr.  Sbieldb,]  as  far 
as  he  has  indicated  his  willingness  to  go;  and  if 
there  be  any  one  willing  to  gq  further,  I  will  eo  as 
far  as  the  furthest,  in  providing  for  the  widows 
and  orplians  who  have  been  made  such,  and  left 
destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  by  the  pa- 
triotic devotion  of  their  husbands  and  fathers  to  the 
cause  of  their  country  upon  the  field  of  battle.  I 
do  not  think  we  can  expend  the  pubUc  money  in 
a  holier  cause,  or  in  a  better  way. 

Senators  talk  about  bankrupting  the  Govern- 
ment, by  takins  care  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  nave  taken  care  of  the  country  in 
the  hour  of  its  perU  and  its  need  !  Bankrupt  the 
Government  indeed !  Where,  sir,  I  woula  ask, 
would  the  Government  have  been,  but  for  the 
warm  hearts  and  strong  hearts  of  those  men  who 
flew  to  its  standard  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  not 
only  iUustrated  its  honor,  but  actually  preserved 
its  existence?  Such  men,  sir,  have  a  claim, 
which  I  cannot  resist,  not  only  upon  the  justice 
and  equity  of  this  Government,  but  upon  its  grati- 
tude; and  that  claim  descends  to  their  widows  and 
orphans  with  an  augmented  force,  which  I,  for  one, 
will  never  question,  and  never  seek  to  resist  or 
evade. 

Such  men  (and  the  father  of  these  chHdren  was 
such  a  man)  enter  our  military  service,  not  because 
the  provisions  of  any  general  law,  as  part  of  the 
conditions  of  their  service,  promise  the  care  and 
protection  of  those  most  dear  to  them  in  the  event 
of  their  death,  which  we  now  propose  to  give-« 
there  is  no  such  general  law — ^but  they  were  act- 
uated by  higher  and  less  selfish  motives.  And 
now  we  are  called  upon  to  respond  to  those  high 
and  unselfish  motives, by  exercisingthehiehestand 
holiest  sentiments  of  our  nature — ^not  only  justice 
and  equity,  but  generous  sympathy  and  gratitude. 
ShaU  we  fail  in  those  high  duties  to  ourselves  and 
our  country,  which  considerations  Uke  these  im- 
pose upon  us  ? 

If  the  Senator  from  Georgia  will  bring  forward 
a  general  biU,  such  as  he  has  aUuded  to,  to  include 
allcases  as  meritorious  as  this,  and  will  give  it 
such  form  as  to  make  it  practicable  in  its  opera- 
tion, I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  I  do  not 
think  this  can  be  done.  I  think  the  only  proper  and 
safe  foundation  for  legislation  for  such  cases,  is  the 
particular  merit  of  each  case.  I  am  willing  and 
desirous  to  sit  as  a  court  of  e^tly  upon  each  case  as 
it  arises,  with  the  authority  and  purpose  to  in- 
clude national  gratitude  among  the  considerations 
which  shall  control  my  judgment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  no  hope  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  this  bill;  but  as  I  propose  to  vote 
with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Dawson,]  I  desire  to  state  a  few  of  the  reasons 
which  control  my  vole.  If  1  were  to  listen  to  the 
couuseli   of    the   Senator  from   Illinois,    [Mr. 
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Shields,]  and  consult  my  own  feelings,  I  should 
vote  with  that  Senator.  If,  in  our  aeliberations 
here,  we  were  to  consult  our  passions'and  not  our 
jud^ents,  I  should  most  assuredly  rote  for  the 
pas.sage  df  the  bill.  That  this  officer  was  a  most 
gallant  and  meritorious  one,  we  have  no  doubt; 
and  if  we  were  to  grant  pensions  upon  the  simple 
principle  of  meritorious  actions,  we  might  well  go 
for  this  bill.  Or  if  we  were  to  grant  pensions 
from  considerations  of  sympathy  S>r  ilie  orphan 
children  who  were  in  poverty,  we^might  well  vole 
for  this  bill.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are 
other  and  higher  and  vastly  more  equitable  con- 
siderations that  should  control  our  action.  There 
ore  various  pension  laws  which  rest  on  certain 
principles  including  certain  cases.  We  have  a 
variety  of  applications  Here  to  include  certain  per- 
sons who  are  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  these 
general  laws  for  the  want  of  mere  technicalities, 
or  of  some  evidence  which  is  merely  technical. 
In  cases  of  that  kind,  I  have  uniformly  voted  in 
favor  of  such  bills,  because  it  goes  to  put  those 
cases  within  the  general  principle — it  tends  to 
bring  them  within  the  general  law.  The  principle 
whicn  is  proposed  to  be  adopted  here  in  this  bill 
is  to  give  a  pension  to  individuals  against  the  gen- 
eral law,  and  against  the  general  principle. 

I  submit  to  the  Senator  ^om  Iowa,  [Mr.  Jokcs,] 
that  if,  in  granting  a  gratuity — for  this  is  nothing 
more  nor  less — ^to  the  applicants  in  this  case,  and 
doin?  what  he  calls  *<  justice"  in  this  case,  are  we 
not  doing  gross  injustice  to  t^ery  other  one  situa- 
ted in  like  circumstances?  I  ask  that  if,  in  dealing 
out  what  the  Senator  calls  **  mercy''  in  this  case, 
we  are  not  unmerciful  to  a  great  number — to  the 
hundreds  of  cases  that  are  excluded? 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  our  duty,  by  being 
generous  in  this  case,  to  be  ungenerous  in  all  other 
cases;  and  certainly  we  shall  be  so  if  we  pass  this 
biU.  It  differs  entirely  from  those  excepted  cases 
for  which  we  pass  laws  to  bring  them  within  the 
provisions  of  the  general  rule.  It  is  directly  the 
opposite.  In  granting  a  gratuity  in  this  case,  we 
do  injustice  to  every  other  case  of  the  kind.  As- 
sume as  a  ground  for  granting  pensions,  meritori- 
ous services,  or  extreme  poverty  of  orphan  chil- 
dren, and  let  that  principle  be  made  to  apply  on  a 
sliding  scale,  and  then  every  other  case  of  every 
other  soldier  who  perishes  m  our  wars,  whether 
private  or  officer,  will  come  here  and  demand  of 
you  a  similar  bill  in  his  case,  differing  only  in  de- 
gree, but  not  in  principle. 

1  have  no  hope  of  arresting  the  progress  of  this 
bill;  none  in  the  world.  It  is  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion, that  all  bills  of  this  character  are  lo  pass  this 
body.  Our  sympathies  are  appealed  to,  and  un- 
der that  state  of  sympathy  we  pass  these  bills.  I 
commend  that  state  of  feeling  very  highly,  and 
were  I  to  consult  it  I  should  assuredly  vote  with 
the  Senators  who  vote  for  this  bill;  but,  believing 
that  we  do  more  injustice  in  uassing  a  bill  of  tliis 
description,  to  a  greater  number  of  cases  than  we 
do  mercy  to  those  for  whom  a  benefit  is  designed, 
1  hold  it  to  be  my  duty  to  vote  against  this  and  all 
other  bills  of  a  similar  character. 

Mr.  CASS.  Existing  laws  give  pensions  to 
the  widow  and  minor  children  of  officers  and 
soldiers  who  fell  in  the  battles  of  their  country. 
And  why?  Because  he  that  God  and  Nature  pro- 
vided to  take  care  of  them,  has  fallen  in  the  service 
of  his  country.    We  have  assumed  to  give  these 

gensions  for  five  years.  There  is  no  virtue  in 
ve,  or  four,  or  three,  or  two  years,  or  one  year. 
There  is  no  peculiar  reason,  except  a  reason  of 
expediency,  why  you  should  stop  at  five  years. 
I  think,  however,  that  it  is  a  fair  rule.  We  give 
these  pensions  for  five  years.  I  am  unwilling  to 
go  fVirther  by  a  general  law;  but  I  am  perfectly 
willing,  when  a  case  like  this  comes  before  us, 
where  orphan  children  are  minors,  and  will  be 
minors  for  years  to  come,  to  grant  a  pension.  I 
am  willing  not  to  extend  the  law,  but  to  make  the 
case  come  under  the  general  principle  and  reason 
of  the  law;  and  for  this  reason,  that  these  children 
are  incapable  of  takine  care  of  themselves.  They 
have  lost  the  man  whom  God  provided  to  take 
care  of  them;  and  therefore  it  seenos  to  me  the 
obligation  which  the  country  assumes  for  five 
years  should  be  continued  until  they  are  able  to 
provide  for  themselves.  Therefore  I  am  willing, 
when  it  is  shown,  in  any  individual  case,  that 
children  are  helpless,  and  minors,  and  unable  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  to  carry  the  principle  to 
such  A  case  and  to  say  that  the  country  shall  taks 
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care  of  them  until  their  state  of  minority  is  ended. 
Then  our  duty  is  at  an  end;  because  then  the 
duty  of  the  parent  would  be  at  an  end;  and  we 
have  placed  ourselves  in  the  position  of  the  parent. 
While  1  should  vote  against  a  general  law,  I  should 
be  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  every  case  as  meri- 
tonous  as  this. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  It  happens  that  this 
widow  and  her  children  are  personally  known  to 
me;  and  1  believe  are  personally  known  to  four 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  The 
committee  were  unanimous  in  reporting  this  bill. 
It  is  known  that  these  children  are  entirely  des- 
titute of  all  means  of  support.  They  are  entirely 
without  every  means  oitltnarily  given  to  the  cliif- 
dren  of  our  country  to  obtain  an  education.  If 
any  petition  should  be  presented  in  as  meritorious 
a  case,  1  feel  confident  that  the  committee  would 
report  favorably  on  such  a  case,  even  if  it  would 
require  a  hundred  bills,  or  a  thousand  bills!  I 
should  take  pleasure,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  in  voting  for  every  case  as  meritorious 
as  this  is.  But,  if^we  were  to  report  a  general 
bill,  the  Senator  from  Georgia  has  given  us  warn- 
in?  that  he  will  oppose  it. 

I  hope  that  if  there  is  any  further  information 
desired  in  the  case,  the  report,  which  has  just  been 
received  from  the  Secretary's  office,  will  be  read, 
if  any  genileman  desires  it.  I  believe,  however, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  The  pliant  ser- 
vices of  Captain  Capron  have  been  cerufied  to  the 
committee  by  officers  who  served  with  him.  it 
was  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee, 
and  it  is  evident,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  he  died  at  the  head  of  his  company 
while  charging  on  the  enemy. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  want  to  be  understood  in 
relation  to  this  matter.    I  do  not  believe  that  Con- 

f'ess  has  the  power  to  do  the  act  now  proposed, 
recollect  that  it  was  but  a  short  time  ago  since  a 
distinguished  head  of  this  Gt)vemment  laid  it 
down  as  a  position,  that  Congress  had  no  right  to 
appropriate  money  to  buy  wood  to  warm  the  poor 
of  this  city. 

Mr.  WALKER.    Thev  did  it  though. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  And  now  we  are  about  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
the  poor.  That  is  a  duty,  a  power,  and  a  right 
belonging  to  the  States.    This  Government  has 

00  concern  with  it.  It  has  no  Hj^ht  to  raise  a  fund 
to  maintain  the  poor  of  the  different  States.  In 
one  sense  of  the  term,  we  have  no  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  All  our  people  live  within  the 
limits  of  the  States.    There  poor  laws  are  to  be 

C ass ed,  and  the  poor  to  be  provided  for.  There 
Lws  are  to  be  passed  to  provide  for  education. 
Have  they  not  such  laws  in  the  State  of  my  A-iend 
from  Iowa  ?  This  Government  has  never  attempted 
to  exercise  those  powei;8;  and  until  within  a  few 
years,  no  one  ever  thought  of  this  Government 
taking  it  upon  itself  to  miuce  provision  for  the  chil- 
dren of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers.  It  was  for- 
merly contended  that  the  right  of  pensions  was  a 
personal  right,  arising  out  of  personal  service, 
and  that  we  were  compensating  for  these  services 
by  granting  pensions.    This  is  the  ground  which 

1  occupy. 

Can  we  make  allowances  to  support  and  edu- 
cate orphan  children?  Those  chilaren  reside  in 
the  State  of  my  friend  from  Iowa.  Are  there  not 
laws  there  to  provide  for  educating  and  main- 
taining the  poor?  Does  such  a  power  as  this  be- 
long to  the  General  Government?  If  it  has  such 
a  power,  would  it  not  be  a  doubtful  policy  to  ex- 
ercise it  ?  For  who  is  to  understand  so  well  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  providing  for  the  poor 
of  their  own  localities,  as  the  Legislatures  or  the 
several  States?  This  is  one  of  the  greatest 
stretches  of  the  Constitution.  This  power  to  ed- 
ucate and  maintain  the  poor,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution.  It  is  not  granted.  Nor  can  it 
be  drawn  from  any  of  the  grants  of  power  by  any 
reasonable  inference.  I  agree  with  a  late  lamented 
head  of  the  Government  ofthe  United  States,  when 
he  said  he  did  not  see  where  the  authority  resided, 
or  the  power  was  granted,  for  him  to  take  the  pub- 
lic money  even  to  buy  wood  for  the  poor  of^  the 
District  of  Columbia.  He  went  upon  principle; 
but  now  principle  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  our 
sympathies  are  to  be  appealed  to.  If  I  were  to 
trust  myself  to  my  sympathies,  this  Government 
would  soon  be  bankrupt;  for  I  maintain  that  I 
have  as  much  induljgence  and  kindness  in  my  na- 
ture as  any  man  living,  in  favor  of  the  widow  and 


the  orphan.  But  when  I  stand  upon  a  principle, 
it  is  a  different  thing. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  objection  the  Senator  from 
Geoi^ia  has  raised,  is  new  to  me.  He  says  that 
the  Constitution  makes  no  grant  of  the  right  to 
give  pensions. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  did  not  say  that  there  wu 
no  right  to  grant  pensions;  but  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gave  no  right  to  the  General  Gk>vfmment  to 
appropriate  the  public  money  to  maintain  the  poor, 
and  educate  the  orphan. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  understood  the  Senator  to  main- 
tain  that  we  had  no  right  to  ^rant  pensions  to  wi4> 
ows  and  children  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers. 
•Now,  there  are  two  kinds  of  pensions.  One  kind 
consists  in  those  granted  to  the  persons  themselves 
who  have  performed  military  services,  and  the 
other  kind  is  where  pensions  are  granted  to  those 
who  stand  in  the  nearest  position  to  them.  This 
has  been  done  from  the  fbundation  of  the  Goreni- 
ment  lo  the  present  dav.  Without  goingany  fur- 
ther, allow  me  to  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  tbit 
the  moment  you  give  to  the  General  Government 
the  power  to  raise  an  army,  you  give  them  all  the 
powers  necessary  and  incident  to  sustain  it.  There 
IS  not  a  word  in  the  Constitution  which  allows 
you  to  pay  the  soldier,  or  to  give  him  clothing  er 
provisions.  Where,  then,  do  you  get  that  power? 
From  the  power  granted  to  raise  and  maintain  an 
army.  Tnen,  as  a  fair  incident  to  that  power,  is 
the  right  to  do  whatever  may  reasonably  be  dons 
in  relation  to  iL  From  the  revolutionary  contest 
down  to  our  own  days,  an  incident  to  aman*s 

foing  into  the  service  is  the  hope  and  the  prospset 
eld  out  to  him  that  we  will  support  the  witfov 
and  orphans  that  he  may  leave  afler  him.  We 
hold  this  out  as  an  encouragement  to  induce  mca 
to  enter  the  Army.  Thia  is  one  of  the  induce- 
ments to  men  to  come  and  ofi*er  their  ssrriees 
when  the  Government  is  in  danger.  The  power 
of  granting  pensions  is  a  necessary  and  fair  inci- 
dent of  the  right  to  maintain  an  array.  Ift  in^c 
exercise  of  that  power,  w^e  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
necessary  to  hold  out  this  inducement^  why  it  it 
fairly  and  properly  incident  to  the  power  granted. 
I  nave  lived  a  good  while.  The  country  bai 
been  ruined  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  (imwin 
my  day;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  we  are  going  to 
nun  the  country  now  by  granting  pensions  to  the 
orphans  of  deceased  soldiers  so  long  as  those  or- 
phans remain  in  a  state  of  minority. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoot 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engtosaW  for  a 
third  reading. 

JAMES  W.  LOW  AND  OTHERS. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  compen- 
sation of  James  W.  Low  and  others,  for  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  armed  schooner  Ann,  durinj; 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  jiay  to  James  W. 
Low,  William  Driscoll,  and  to  such  other  persons 
as  may  be  legally  authorized  to  receive  the  same, 
the  sum  of  ^,570  30,  beinjg  the  amount  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  UnitedStates,  and  placed  to 
the  account  of  **  fines,  penalties,  and  forfciturw, 
in  consequence  of  the  sale,  under  a  decree  of  the 
United  States  district  court*  for  the  district  of 
Maine,  of  the  British  private  armed  schooner  Ann, 
in  the  year  1814,  captured  by  the  aforesaid  named 
persons;  the  same  to  be  paid  to  James  W.  Lo,^ 
and  his  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  m 
equal  proportions. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  there  is  any  report  in  that  case 
I  should  like  to  hear  it  read.  . 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  ABa»« 
of  the  House  of  Represenutives  was  read.    It  ap* 
pears  that  James  W.  Low  and  his  associates,  "j 
October,  1814,  captured  the  British  private  armeo 
schooner  Ann,  and  brought  her  in  as  a  prize  to  tn 
State  of  Maine.    The  vessel  and  carg^>  were  li- 
beled and  sold  under  an  order  of  the  United  States 
district  court  for  that   district,  and  the  •"f^ 
A5,518  45  was  received  under  that  sale.    Aiier 
deducting,  for  sundry  expenses,  ths  ^^^'J'J^ 
$377  85,  there  remained  a  net  balance  of$5,W^' 
Of  this  sum.  $1,727  73  whs  paid  to  the<^|^^^^» 
and  $642  57  to  the  surveyor  ofthe  port  of  li»ony 
aston — being  one  half  of  the  net  bslanre. 
other  half— 12,570  30— was  paid  into  the  {'^"^J 
ofthe  United  States,  on  account  of  Mr.  A^^*^. 
his  associates  not  being  able  to  aUend  to  tht  vi«" 
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etkUou  of  their  rights — being  absent  in  the  service 
of  their  country.  Thus  it  happened  that  those 
penons  never  received  any  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  snle  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  thus  captured  and 
brought  into  port,  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
daring  bravery. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  tk 
third  reading. 

ELIZABETH   MONROE. 

The  Senate  nextproceeded  to  consider,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Elizabeth  Monroe,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions.  It  enacts  that  there  be  gi-ant- 
fd  to  Elizabeth  Monroe,  widow  of  James  J.  C. 
Monroe,  late  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
fi»r  the  space  of  five  years,  from  and  after  the  1st 
of  Jajiuary,  1852,  a  pension,  payable  semi-annu- 
illy,  emial  to  one  half  of  the  pay  to  which  said 
hmea  J.  C.  Monroe  was  entiued  at  the  time  of 
his  decease. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
araendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tkird  reading. 

MART  W.  THOMPSON. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
Ike  Whole,  to  c<>DSider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
jtfary  W.  Thompson,  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions.  It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  be  directed  to  place  the  name  of  Mary 
W.  Thomiwon,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alexander  Thompson,  upon  the  pension  roll,  and 
to  pay  to  her  during  her  widowhood  the  pension 
heretofore  allowed  ner,  to  commence  on  the  Ist 
iayof  JFanuary,  1852. 

Without  disposing  of  this  bill,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Pridat,  JoHuary  23,  ia52. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMUNICATIONS* 
Mr.  SMART,    There  are  one  or  two  commu- 
nications of  importance  from  the  Executive  upon 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  I  ask  now  the  unanimous 
eoosent  of  the  House  that  they  may  be  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committees. 
No  objection  being  made. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

1%  t4«  Senate  aiuL 

Homse  of  RepreterUatioet  of  the  UniUd  8UUt$: 

I  cooonnnicale  to  tfoUi  Hoates  of  Congress  a  report  flfom 
Ike  Department  of  StatP,  containing  copies  of  the  corre- 
qKmdence  which  hasuken  place  t>etween  that  Department 
ttd  the  Minister  of  Uie  Cfnited  States  in  Paris,  respecting 
the  political  occurrencea  which  have  recently  taken  irface 
ia  Franoe.  MILLARD  FILLMO&fi. 

WASHiROTOif,  January  SO,  1859. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  order^  to  be  printed. 

L  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
grriog  mformation  of  the  loss  of  the  revenue  cut- 
ter Lawrence,  and  recommending  that  the  appro- 
priation of  six  additional  revenue  cutters,  asked 
ibr  in  his  annual  report,  be  increased  to  $90,000; 
and  urging  upon  Congress  the  importance  of  early 
action  in  said  matter;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  ' 

11.  A  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
of  Minnesota  Territory,  for  the  expenses  of  that 
Territory  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1852; 
and  a  letter  from  the  awme  officer,  suggesting  fur- 
ther appropriations  to  meet  the  expenses  of  that 
Territory  for  the  year  ending  Juneau,  1852;  which 
said  letter  and  accompanying  papers  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  or  Ways  ana  Means,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting his  annual  report  of  the  clerks  and  other 
penoDs  employed  in  his  Department  during  the 
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past  year;  which  said  letter  and  accompanying 
papers  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  national 
armories,  and  of  .the  number  of  arms  and  append- 
ages made  and  repaired  thereat,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  30th  June,  1851;  which  said  letter 
and  accompanying  papers  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

V.  A  letter  fVom  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  contingent  fund  of  his  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1851;  which,  with 
the  accompanving  papers,  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  and  Ge  printed. 

VI .  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  Gfeneral ,  trans- 
mitting his  annual  report  of  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  his  Department  during  the 
past  year;  which  said  letter  and  accompanying 
papers  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
pnnted. 

Vi  1.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  sub- 
mitting an  estimate  of  the  sums  of  money  expected 
to  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  year  commen- 
cing Ist  July,  1852;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  these  communications  are 
all  through  wiUi,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

CLOSE  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
I  wish  to  inquire  whether  a  motion  was  made  on 
yesterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House 
closing  debate  on  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was  no  such  motion 
made. 

Mr.  DAN^IEL.  I  make  that  motion  now;  and 
my  reason  for  making^  it  is  this :  A  call  has  been 
made  upon  the  State  Department  for  information 
in  regard  to  certain  matters,  and  upon  which  in- 
formation there  may  be  some  who  are  desirous  to 
say  something  before  this  debate  is  closed.  In 
order  to  accomplish  that  object,  therefore,  and  be- 
lieving that  the  delay  of  a  day  or  two  will  make 
no  dinerence  in  this  matter,  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  that  resolution,  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  MEADE.  That  resolution  was  adopted 
at  my  instance  on  yesterday.  I  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  that  resolution  terminated  de- 
bate at  three  o'clock  on  Saturday.  It  seems  to 
me  that  those  were  the  terms  of  the  resolution  which 
1  proposed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  terms  of  the  resolution 
were,  to  close  debate  upon  to-morrow  at  three 
o'clock,  which  places  it  upon  the  present  day. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Then  I  shall  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    I  shall  oppose  that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  this  is  not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  do  not  intend  to  debate  it.  I 
simply  rise  to  sav  that  every  day's  delay  in  pass- 
ing tms  bill  will  oe  at  a  very  great  cost  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  House  choose  to  delay  the  mat- 
ter, however,  I  am  perfectly  willing  they  should 
do  it.  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  pass  any  reso- 
lution without  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  conse- 
quences; but  1  will  state  that  a  year  ago  the  Gov- 
ernment could  have  obtained  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  for  the  privilege  of  paying  this  installment. 
I  do  not  believe  any  premium  could  be  obtained 
to-day;  and  if  the  resolution  were  delayed  twenty 
days  longer,  the  Government  will  have  to  pay  a 
premiuvt^. 

Mr.  DANIEX.  If  I  supposed  that  two  or  three 
days'  delay  would  make  any  material  difference 
to  the  Government,  1  would  not  make  the  motion, 
but  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  make  any  difference. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  There  is  anothersuggestion 
which  I  will  make  in  connection  with  the  one 
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made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Broohs.]  I  will  suggest  that  the  call  upon  the 
Secretary  of  State  re^rs  entirely  to  matters  that 
have  passed.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  informa- 
tion which  we  may  get  in  response  to  that  call 
will  in  any  respect  direct  us  to  a  proper  determin- 
ation in  respect  to  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  interrupt 
this  debate.     It  is  all  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Houston]  may  be  correct  in  relation  to  the 
character  of  the  information  to  be  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  State;  but  I  do  not  conceive  that 
a  delay  of  two  or  three  days  can  make  any  essen- 
tial dinerence.  1  hope  the  House  will  at  least  ap- 
propriate to-dav  and  to-morrow  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Well,  I  desired  to  present 
this  view  to  the  House,  for  I  want  to  excuse  im^- 
self  from  any  responsibility  in  the  matter,  if  the 
House  choose  to  delay  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, 

Mr.  MEADE  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  Mkaoe  and  Fowler  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  69,  noes  67. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider. 

The  question  now  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  to  close  debate  to-day  at  three 
o'clock. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  House  wiU  aUow  me, 
I  will  suggest  whether  it  will  not  be  better  to  set 
some  time  for  closing  this  debate  ? 

Mr.  MEADE.  We  cannot  set  the  time.  We 
have  called  for  information  which  1  think  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  have.  I  hope  debate 
will  not  be  closed  till  we  get  that  information. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  1  think  the  only  way  we  can 
set  rid  of  the  resolution  is,  to  lay  it  upon  the  ta- 
ble. I  hope  the  House  will  lay  it  upon  the  table, 
and  lake  up  something  else. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  I  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    I  renew  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  At  the  iftiggestion  of  gentle* 
men  around  me,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, so  as  to  close  debate  on  Monday  next  at 
three  o'clock. 

Mr.  OLDS.    That  is  resolution  day. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Tjien  I  move  to  insert  three 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  next» 

Mr.  DUNHAM  demanded  tellers  on  the  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Ricuaro- 
90S,  and  Stawtom  of  Tennessee,  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  30,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  ouestion  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Danibl,  and  there  were — yeas  81,  nays 
96;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Metani.  Charles  Allen,  Allison,  Bartlett,  Bibif- 
bsufl,  Bowie,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Bueil,  Busby,  Thompson 
Campbell,  CarUer,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cullom,  Daniel ,  Dean, 
DHnmick,  Disney,  Durkee,  Eatitman,  Edmund'ion,  Fanlk- 
ner.  Filch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Tliomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gam- 
ble,  Oaylord,  Gentry,  GUmnre,  Green,  Grey,  Hail,  Iiibain  G. 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harri«,  Hart,  Howard,  IngorKoll,  Ives. 
Jackflon,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mc- 
Corkle,  McDonald,  McMullin,  McNair,  Meade,  Molnny, 
Morebead.  Morrison,  Murrsy,  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker, 
Phelps,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robinson,  Scuddcr,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skclton,  Smart,  Snow, 
Richard  H.  Stanton.  Stone.  Strauon,  Strother,  Stewart, 
Townshend.  Tuck.  Venable,  Wallace,  Addiioo  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Woodward— 81. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  John 
Appleton. William  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Barrere,  Beale, 
Bocock,  Uownc,  Bra^g,  Brenton,  Brins,  Brooks,  Burrows, 
Edw.  Carrinrton  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Xcwis  D.  Campbell, 
Cankie,  Chandler,  Chastain,  Clincmaii,  Conser,  George  T. 
Davis,  John  O.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dockary,  D«ty,  Duncan, 
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Banham,  Evans,  Ficklin,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gid- 
dinn,Goodenow,  Grow,  Hamilton.  Harper.  Haws,  Bebard, 
Hendricks,  Hibbard,  HUlyer,  Holladay,  HorsTord,  Hous- 
ton, John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How, 
Hunter,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kohns, 
Mace,  Mann.  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  Mason,  MeLan- 
ahan,  Meacnam.  MUlson,  Miner,  Nabers,  Newton,  Out- 
law, Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penniroan,  Powell, 
Price,  Bobbins,  Savace,  SchooloraA,  Schoonmaher,  Stanly, 
Beojamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanlon,  Abraham  P. 
Stevens,  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  St.  Martin.  Sweetser, 
Taylor,  BenJ.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  WeUs,  Aleiander, 
White,  Wiriiams,  and  Yates -96. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to 
vote,  although  he  was  without  the  bar  when  his 
name  was  called.  Objection  being  made  his  vote 
was  not  recorded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MEIADE.  I  understaiM)  the  resolution  is 
the  same  as  adopted  yesterday.  I  move  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  wish  to  in- 
quire if  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  do  not 
prevail,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  inserting  three  o'clock  on  any  other 
day? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  think  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order.  It  is  a  reso- 
lution in  the  usual  form  to  close  debate  at  three 
o'clock  upon  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  motion  of 
Mr.  Mbade,  and  there  were — yeas  73,  nays  104; 
as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Bartlett,  Bocock,  Bragf ,  A.  O. 
Brown,  Buell,  Busby.  T.Campbell,  Cartter.  Caskie,  Church- 
well,  Clark,  Colcock,  Daniel,  Dean.  Diirkee,  Edgerton, 
Evans.  Faulkner,  Fitch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Gamble,  Gay> 
lord.  Gentry,  Gilmoro,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hart,  HolJadj»y, 
Howard,  InfersoU,  John  Johnson,  IL  W.Johnson,  D.  T. 
Jones,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mason,  McDonald,  Mc- 
MttUin,  McNair,  Meade,  Molony,  Morrison,  Nabers,  Orr, 
Andrew  Parker,  Polk,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Russell,  Savage, 
Beurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Ormm  S.  Seymour,  Smart, 
Smith,  Snow,  Stone,  St  Martin,  Stratton,  Strother,  Stuart, 
Sweeiser,  Townsbend,  Venable,  Wallace,  Addison  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Woodward— 73. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Willis  Anen,^ohn  Apple- 
ton,  W.  Appleton,  Averett,  Babcock,  Barrere.  Beale,  Bib- 
tehans,  Bowin,  Bowne,  Brenton,  Brins,  Brooks.  Burrows, 
E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell,  LewisD.  Campbell,  Chand- 
ler, Chastain,  Clinnnaa,  Cobb,  Conger,  Couman,  Cullom, 
Georse  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dock- 
ery,  Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  6iddings,Goodenow,  Hamilton,  Har- 

Bir,  Haws,  HascaU,  Uebard.  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Hillyer, 
orsford,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe, 
Thomas  Y.  How,  Hunter,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  George 
W.  Jones,  Knhns.  Mace.  Mann,  Edward  C.  Marshall, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  McLanahan,  Meacham,  Mil- 
ler, Millson,  Miner,  Murphy.  Olds,  Outlaw,  Samuel  W. 
Parker,  Peaslee,  Penniman.PhelM. Porter,  Price,  Bobbins, 
BoMnson,  Sackett,  SchoolcraA,  Schoonmaker,  Scudder, 
Skelton,  Stanly,  Bei^amln  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Richard  H.  Sunton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Taylor,  Be^iamin  Thompson,  George  W.Tbomp- 
son,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins, 
Welch,WeUs,  Alexander  White,  WiUiams,  and  Yates— 104. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. ' 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  think  the  Question  has  been 
sufficiently  debated,  and  I  therefore  ask  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    What  wUl  be  the  effect  of  it? 

The  SPEAJCER.  To  bring  the  House  to  a 
vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Yes,  I  know  that;  but  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  is  to  close  debate  to-mor- 
row, and  that  resolution,  thus  worded,  was  made 
yesterday.  If  the  resolution  is  adopted,  will  the 
effect  be  to  close  debate  this  evening  or  to-mor- 
row? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  for  the  House  to 
put  its  own  construction  upon  its  own  actions. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Robbins]  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  allow  the  resolution  to  be 
amended. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  will,  and  I  propose  to  offer 
an  amendment,  that  the  debate  be  closed  to-day 
at  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  WUl  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  suggest  another  day  as  an 
amendment,  and  the  question  will  then  be  first 
taken  upon  the  longer  time.  I  move  that  the  de- 
bate be  closed  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  except  the  amendment,  and 
I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  three  o'clock. 


The  previous  question  then  received  a  second, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ofMr.  Robbins,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  ad<^tion 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  put  and  aereed  to. 

So  the  House  decided  to  close  debate  upon  the 
Mexican  indemnity  bill  at  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to 
lay  that  motion  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  It  is  not  in  order.  It  has 
been  reconsidered  once. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  the  same  resolution  in  all  its  parts,  and 
therefore  the  vote  may  be  reconsidered.  Su.ch  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MEIADE  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Dunham;  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
PRIVATE  CALEHDAR. 

Mr.  DANIEIL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  upon  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  was  upon  the  floor,  was  so  recognized  by  the 
Speaker,  and  had  submitted 

The  SPEAKER,  (interrupting.)  The  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  is  correct. 

THE  PUBLIC   PRINTING. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  a  moment,  to  permit  me  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  in  r^ard  to  a  publication  which  has 
been  made  by  the  public  printer,  and  laid  upon  our 
tables,  affecang  to  some  extent  my  veracity. 

A  Voicx.     How  long  will  it  take? 

Mr.  STANTON.    But  a  few  minutes. 

[Cries  **Lethim  make  the  exphmation !"] 

Mr.  STANTON  said:  On  the  19th  inst.,  during 
the  debate  which  occurred  upon  the  resolution 
ordering  a  number  of  copies  or  the  Abstract  of  the 
Census  to  be  obtained  by  the  Printing  Committee, 
I  took  occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  public  printer  was 
complyitiff  with  his  contract!  I  stated  that  the 
Printing  Committee  had  obtained  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Hamilton,  and  were  given  ''distinctly  to  un- 
derstand that  he  could  not  comply  with  nis  con- 
tract, and  did  not  expect  to  do  so,  tn  this  retped, 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  furnish  such  a  de- 
scription of  paper  as  his  contract  required." 

In  no  other  respect  did  I  intimate  that  he  had 
failed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  his  official  un- 
dertaking, unless  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
the  delivery  of  the  President's  message  and  accom- 
panying documents,  to  which  I  alluded,  may  be  so 
considered.  I  intended  to  be  understood  as  indi- 
cating distinctly  the  specific  particular  in  which 
this  contractor  had  failed  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  his  contract,  and  confined  it  to  the  inferior  quality 
of  the  paper  he  had  furnished  and  expected  to 
furnish.  I  regarded  it  as  a  failure  in  the  most  ma- 
terial part — a  failure  which  could  not  be  excused 
by  the  committee  or  the  House, and  one  which  I, 
as  a  member  of  that  committee,  would  not  tolerate. 
Our  public  documents  are  intended  to  be  bound 
and  preserved,  and  if  not  printed  upon  strong  and 
durable  paper  will  be  useless.  Delay  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  work  might  be  tolerated  to  some 
extent,  if  the  nviterial  and  execution  are  such  as 
we  are  authorized  to  expect;  but  my  sense  of 
public  doty  compels  me,  while  I  might  excuse 
some  delay,  to  require  of  the  public  printer  the 
kind  and  quality  of  materials  for  which  we  have 
agreed  to  pay  him. 

The  public  printer  has  addressed  me  a  letter, 

which  has  been  printed  and  laid  upon  the  desks  of 

members,  in  which,  while  he  seems  to  exculpate 

from  intentional  misrepresentation,  ingeniously 

sontrives  to  convey  the  idea  that  I  have,  with  a 

view  to  injure  him,  departed  from  the  truth.  I  have 

nothing  to  say  in  vindication  of  my  own  veracity 

more  than  the  chairman  of  the  House  committee, 

the  honorable  Mr.  Qorman,  has  said  in  the  letter 

which  he  has  been  kind  enoufh  to  furnish  me,  and 

which  I  send  to  the  Clerk  to  oe  read: 

Wasriiioton  CrrT,D.  C,  January  9S,  1853. 
Hon.  R.  H.  Stantom  : 

Sir  t  In  replv  to  your  note  of  this  dnie.  reqoestinf  my 
rscoltoetlOD  ^w^  •istements  msde  by  fifr.  uatnUtoo  in  the 


conunittee  rootn,  in  regard  to  the  public  printiuf,  r  have  to 
uy,  tbat  the  reniarlcs  made  by  you  in  tne  Hohm,  aad  n- 
ported  tn  the  Ohbty  sabetaniially  give  the  eicct  and  nh- 
stance  of  what  Mr.  Hamilton  raid.  An  nearly  as  I  can  rec- 
ollect, 1  will  ^ve  the  partienteri  of  thit  interriew  at  UK7 
occurred.  After  some  eonveraation  between  the  cbairmaa 
of  the  Joint  Committee  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  I  turned  id  tb« 
latter  and  told  him  that  "  it  was  said  by  experienced  prar> 

*  tical  printers,  that  he  coukl  not  possibly  execute  bit  cos- 

*  tract  without  serious  loss,  and  that  it  had  been  seennorix 

<  demonstrated  by  figtires ;  tbat  the  price  he  recelTed  under 

<  the  contract  would  not  buy  the  paper  he  bad  jntfaifed  to 

<  use — paper  weighing  fifty  pounds  to  the  ream-«od  if  aoi 

<  so,  he  could  disprove  it,  and  if  he  intended  to  n^  apoa 

*  Congress  for  relief,  we  desired  now  to  know  it." 

To  this  Mr.  Hamilton  replied :  ^  He  could  notjei  pa^ 
weighing  fiftv  pounds  to  the  ream  without  the  cash."  I 
said,  *'  I  understood  diflbrently,  if  he  could  give  good  in- 
4or#eri>.**  He  replied:  '<  He  could  not  run  about  and  uk 
his  friends  to  do  tbat  for  bfro  ;  (hat  be  expected  to  fumi»h 
paper  weighing  from  forty-four  to  forty-eight  pomtds  to  the 
ream."  <*But,  sir)"  said  I,  *^lMs  paper  has  been  Wfi|bH 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee,  and  it  docs  m% 
weigh  quite  fhrty  pounds  to  the  ream."  Another  sample 
was  then  weighed,  and  it  held  up  to  forty-two  pomuls  ontf 
to  the  ream.  None  Uiat  we  had  before  us  came  up  10  tbe 
reouirement  of  the  contract. 

1  then  told  Mr.  Hamilton  of  a  conversation  I  bad  with 
one  of  the  paper  makers,  wtio  did  business  on  an  extenshre 
scale,  from  whom  I  had  learned,  that  when  Mr.  UaaillDo 
went  to  him  to  purchase  puper  for  tbe  public  priatinf,  be 
had  selected  an  article  &r  inferior  in  weicbtandotherqQal- 
ities  to  the  contract  stipulations,  probably  not  woghinf 
more  than  thiity-cicht  pounds  to  the  ream ;  and  when  tbe 
gentleman  Informed  Mr.  Hamilton  that  it  would  not  fill  the 
conuact,  he,  Mr.  II.,  replied  that  *'  it  was  none  ofhisbasH 
ness  >"  and  Mr.  Hamilion.  AtHlog  to  give  tbe  price  ibr  the 

eiper  of  proper  quality,  oid  not  get  any.  To  this  Mr. 
amilton  rcpned:  **TKat  if  tie  did  not  give  the  paper-maker 
such  an  answer,  be  ought  to  have  done  it,  ibr  be  desenred 
it,  and  it  certainly  was  not  liis  business." 

I  told  Mr.  Hnmilton,  that  I  wanted  him  dfstioelly  tn  iw- 
derstmid,  that  under  no  circamstancee  could  he  expect  rr- 
hef  from  Congress,  either  if  he  performed  his  contract  tnd 
lost  money  by  it.  or  failed  to  perform  it ;  and  asked  tun  to 
say  distinctly  whetho^  he  couM  Anmish  paper  accorduif  to 
the  quality  prescribed  in  the  contract,  and  do  tbe  mtk? 
He  said  in  reply,  that  ^the  com niitlee  were  very  Ufbt  oa 

*  him,  in  requiring  him  to  coaie  fully  up  to  tbe  eoetrsrf  is 

*  recajrd  to  the  weight  of  the  paper ;  that  he  had  sot  keea 

*  able  to  get  paper  heavy  enough  to  meet  the  contract,  tat 

<  expected  to  do  so  as  near  tune  could," 

In  the  interview  with  Mr.  BamiHDn,  he  fkmly  ioivesMd 
me,  and  I  apprehend  every  one  else  of^the  committee,  wtib 
the  con  vicuon.  that  he  could  not  comply  strictly  with  ht» 
contract,  and  did  not  expect  to  do  so,  but  rdied  upoa  tbe 
indulgence  of  the  committee  in  aUowiag  hhu  le  foraifb  is 
inferior  description  of  paper.  I  therefore  sum  up  tberesab 
of  this  conference  as  fallows : 

First.  Mr.  HmuiMon  confesacd  tacitly  that  bs  bad  Ml 
complied  witli  his  contract  in  regacd  to  the  weifbt  of  tbe 
paper,  and  acknowledged  his  inability  to  do  so. 

Second.  That  he  did  not  expect  to  furnish  better  papsr 
than  that  exhibited  before  the  committee,  samples  of  wbicb 
were  weighed  before  him  by  Colonel  Borland,  on  sealet 
prepared  lor  such  purposes,  and  none  of  niucb  caaK  sp  to 
the  requirements  of  tbe  contract.  „ . ., 

Very  rsspectAilly,  W.  A.  COIMAN. 

It  mav  be  proper  to  add,  that  from  the  iniertiew 
had  ¥rith  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the  committee  room, 
I  waa  firmly  impressed  with  the  conviction,  that 
he  designea  to  impose  upon  Congress  an  infenor 
qualitjr  of  paper,  and  relied  upon  the  liberahty  of 
the  Printing  Committee  to  overlook  the  maUff. 
His  excuses  for  not  fumishiog  beuer  paper  for  the 
documents  already  furnished,  were  mconiistent, 
someumes  frivolous,  luid  never  reasonable.  At 
no  time,  even  in  answer  10  direct  questions  wb- 
mitted  with  a  view  to  elicit  frank  answers,  did  he 
promiss  to  procure  paper  such  as  was  imperaurely 
required  by  his  comract.  He  either  evaded  a 
direct  answer,  or  excused  himself  by  referrinf  to 
the  difficulties  of  procuring  the  proper  quality  of 

It  is  not  my  nature  to  be  vn^enerous,  and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  deal  more  harshly  with  the  pubhc 
printer,  as  he  stfpposes,  than  my  obligauona  to 
the  country  require.  He  has  sought  his  own  po- 
siuon— he  has  placed  himself  in  an  attitude  before 
Congress  which  he  might  have  avoided.  H  w  ^ 
took  the  contract  relying  upon  its  violatioB  to  eii- 
able  him  to  make  money,  he  has  attempted  wi 


liberaUty  of  Congress  to  indemnify  *»»,^'l!?? 
he  would  inevitably  sustain,  he  was  guilty  oi»u 
pidity  quite  as  unpardonable.    The  «P5»^.^ 
other  contractors,  who  have  been  denied  ""*"""!„ 
was  enough  to  enlighten  him  upon  this  P^"^ 
either  event  he  has  enUUed  Himself  ton©  undue  ftTor 
on  the  part  of  Gk>vemment,  and  ought  not  to 
pect  it.    The  only  safety  to  the  Oovernmeni  w  i« 
holding  contractors  to  a  rigid  coropli«n«f 
their responsibUiliee; and  when  welearnlodo ini , 
the  innumerable  frauds  and  imposiuoni  toj"*^ 
Government  has  been  aubjacttd,  will  c«a*e»*" 
not  until  then. 
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The  public  printer  intimates  that  the  effect  of 
my  statement  was  to  injure  him  pecuniarily  and 
personally.  I  disclaim  all  such  intentions,  and 
oave  said  what  I  have  in  discharge  of  a  high  pub- 
lic duty. 

PBE.S  OF  CLERKS. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  have  been  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  submit  a 
resolution.  As  it  relates  to  a  matter  of  importance, 
I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  that  it 
mav  be  now  considered.  It  asks  for  information, 
without  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  come  to  any  definite  conclusion  upon  the 
fee  bill  for  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

R€9oic«dj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  reqveeted 
k>  ftinii«b  to  this  Ifotue  the  infomatlon  required,  by  aii- 
fwers  to  the  foJiowuig  interrogatories  in  relation  to  the  fees 
tod  ezpenaes  of  the  courtnof  the  United  State*,  at  an  early 
day,  so  fkr  as  the  inforoMUion  can  now  bo  furnished  (torn 
his  departnent,  and  take  measures  to  procure  such  infonn- 
Kion  as  is  not  now  in  his  department,  (o  befumished  to  this 
Hoaae  aa  aoon  as  obtained. 


At  TO  THE  SOrBCMX  COCET. 

I.  The  name,  ate,  and  reiddence  of  the  cleric  of  said 
eoort;  wbea  and  by  whom  he  was  appointed,  and  how 
vmnj  rears  consecutively  he  has  been  in  office  ? 

9.  Wtiat  sums  have  been  annuaHy  paid  or  allowed  to 
Uai  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  from  tlie  Itt  of 
January,  1840,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1851,  statiof  specifi- 
cally the  items  of  ptmnent  or  allowance? 

3.  lYhat  amount  of  fees  or  coats  have  been  received  by 
fawi  between  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  and  the  1st  of  Jan- 
■ary,  1851,  from  parties  or  suitors  in  said  court ;  stating  the 
tmoirota  received  each  year? 

4.  IVbetber  any  fee  bill  has  been  establiahed  in  taid court, 
when  estahliflbed,  and  what  it  is? 

5.  What  number  of  deputies,  assistants,  tic.  are  em- 
ployed in  the  clerk's  office,  stadug  their  duties  and  compen- 


6.  What  have  been  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  office, 
wiiMn  the  period  aforesaid,  (br  clerk  hire  and  stationery, 
and  giving  the  specific  items? 

7.  That  he  state  in  tabular  Ibrm  the  fbltowing  informa- 
(fon  : 

Fine  The  nomber  of  original  suits  brought  in  said  couri 
each  year  since  its  otganizatioo,  specifying  soiu  in  law, 
chancery,  and  admiralty. 

Seeond,  The  number  of  suits  entered  in  taid  court  by 
appeal,  apeelQiag  law,  chancery,  and  admiralty,  each  in  a 
•cpiumie  class. 

Ttaierd,  The  number  of  final  judgmenu  and  decrees  en- 
«ei«deach  year,  specifying  in  a  separate  class  judgments 
a»d  4Rt«es  of  affirmance  and  reversal,  and  flrom  what  di»- 
Crict  they  were  appealed. 

6.  Whaiaamber  of  records  are  printed  ander  die  rules 
of  said  coofts  in  each  case,  at  wliat  rates  or  price,  under 
what  coBinct,  and  what  fees  or  compensation  is  received 
by  Che  cierk  in  respect  to  said  printiag. 

AS  TO  MASSBALS. 

I.  What  fees  are  taxable,  charged,  or  allowed  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  in  the  several  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  to  the  mar<»hal  for  service  of  mesne, 
tad  penal  process,  mileage,  poundage,  or  other  service, 
when  and  ^  whom  they  have  been  established  ? 

S.  What  sunu  have  been  annually  received  by  the  mar- 
shal of  each  district,  Onm  1st  of  January,  1840,  to  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1851,  for  foes  or  costs  fkom  suitors  and  parties  in  said 
cowrt^^lasiifying  cases  in  law,  chancery,  and  admirality  ? 

3.  what  sums  have  been  annually  paid  or  allowed  to  the 
■tnlial  of  each  district  by  the  Treasury  Department,  withm 
ttttperiod,  (excluding  payments  on  account  of  the  census,) 
specifying  Air  what  such  payment  or  allowance  was  made, 
aiditsdaie? 

4.  What  number  of  deputies  or  assistants  are  usually  em- 
ptoyed  by  the  marshal  of  each  district,  (excluding  such  as 
w  tnttged  in  taking  the  census,)  and  what  is  their  com- 
pensation ? 

In  what  di^ricts  have  the  marshals  claimed,  or  been  al- 
mni  compensation  for  supervision,  or  care  of  prisoners  or 
«tiuiesse«  of  the  United  States,  while  such  prisoners  or 
vitoesses  weie  confined  in  Jail  ? 

It  what  manner  are  places  for  holding  the  courts  of 
^  United  States  provided,  and  what  is  charged  or  paid 
*inibi  ?    state  for  each  place  of  holdhicthe  court. 


place  of  holdhigthe  court. 

DItTatCT  ATTOaifBYe. 

1.  What  compensation  or  salary  is  allowed  to  the  attor- 
aeys  of  the  United  States,  in  the  several  circuits  and  dis- 
Irfcts,  and  whether  any,  and  what  extra  compensation  is 
•Mowed  or  paid  in  any  case  by  the  United  States  ? 

S.  What  fees  are  allowed  to  be  taxed  or  paid  to  the  attor- 
nty  of  the  United  Sutes  in  the  several  circuits  and  dis- 
tricts ia  criminal  eases? 

3.  What  amoont  of  attorneys'  f^es  have  been  taxed  annu- 
•My  in  fkv«»r  of  the  United  States  attorneys  in  each  circuit 
and  district  court,  between  the  1st  of  Janutry,  1849,  and  the 
Isi  of  January,  1»1,  classifying  civil  and  criminal  suiu  sad 
tottiin  admiralty? 

4.  What  fees  are  taxed  in  civil  tahtto  Che  attorney  of  the 
pttrtiling  party? 

5.  What  amount  of  fees  have  been  aaBually  taxed  in  fh- 
voroftttomeys  of  record,  between  the  1st  of  January,  1840, 
and  Ist  of  January,  1851,  in  each  circuit  and  district  eoart, 
dMafying  eases  at  law,  in  chancery  and  admiralty? 

At  TO  ciacurr  awd  DimticT  conart. 

1.  The  name,  aie,  and  residence  of  the  clerks  of  the  tev- 
cctl  drevit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  when, 
and  bjr  whom  appointed,  and  how  aumy  years,  consecu-  . 
livety.  they  have  been  in  office  ? 

1  what  relationship  or  affinity,  bv  blood  or  marriage,  I 
tttfv  is  between  said  clerkt  respectively,  and  the  Jadget  of  i 
ttsirrsspectivoeoaru?  < 


3.  What  sumt  have  been  paid  or  allowed  annually,  to 
each  clerk .  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  between 
the  Ist  ot  January,  1640,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1851,  sta- 
tint  specifically  the  items  of  such  payment  or  allowance, 
and  the  date? 

4.  What  amount  of  fees  or  costs  have  been  received  by 
each  clerk  between  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  and  the  1st  of 
January,  1851,  from  parties  and  suitors  in  said  court,  stating 
the  amounts  received  each  year,  classifying  suits  at  law,  in 
chaoceiy,  and  admiralty? 

5.  Whetherany  f<Be  am  has  been  established  in  taid  courts, 
when  established,  and  what  it  is  ? 

6.  What  number  of  deputies,  assistants,  tic. ,  are  employed 
ia  each  clerk's  office,  stating  their  duUes  and  compensation ' 

'  7.  What  have  been  the  annual  expenditures  within  the  pe- 
riod aforesaid  in  the  clerk's  office  ot  each  circuit  and  distnot, 
for  clerk  hire  and  stationery,  Ibc,  giving  the  specific  items 
of  such  expenditure  ? 

The  question  being  token,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  moves  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Daniel]  moves  that  the  House  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whale  upon  the  Private  Calendar;  which 
motion  takes  precedence,  this  being  private  bill 
day. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Daniel,  and  it  was  disagreed  to— ayes  65, 
noes  67. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Houston,  it  was  put. 

Mr.  CABELL  called  for  the  yeas  andmays  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Daniel  to  go  into  Committee 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  made  his 
call  too  late. 

Mr.  CABELL.    I  do  not  think  I  am  too  late. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair.  Does  the  gentleman  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  do.  I  daim  it  as  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  record  my  vote. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Do  I  understand 
the  Chair  to  decide  that  the  gentleman  cannot  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  after  the  result  of  a  vote  has 
been  announced? 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (in  his  seat.)  And  after  the 
Chair  had  really  stated  another  proposition? 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  the  Chair's  decision. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  Constituuon  «iys,  *•  And 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  House 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  fifth  of 
those  present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal." 

The  SPEAKER,  Would  it  be  in  order,  I  in- 
quire of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  call  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  a  question  passed  on  yester- 
day? If  not,  they  could  not  be  called  upon  a 
question  that  had  passed  from  before  the  House 
to-day. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  Mras  sustained. 

ADJOURNMENT  TILL  MONDAT. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  proposed  a 
privileged  motion,  and  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to,  there  being  upon  a  division — ayes  62, 
noes  86. 

THE  MEXICAN  INDEMNITY  BILL« 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 

e  Union,  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  ot  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  House  bill  No.  46;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  cann- 
ing into  execution,  in  furtner  part,  the  twelfth 
article  of  die  treaty  with  Mexico,  concluded  in 
Quadalupe  Hidalgo. 

The  CHAIRMAN   stated    that  the  pending 

?iuestion  was  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
rom  California  [Mr.  Marshall]  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
JoHNSSN,]  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  AllenI  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  t 
Mr.  ALLEN  saidi  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should 
have  had  no  disposition  to  mingle  in  the  renewed 
debate  upon  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill  had  not 
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misrepresentations  gone  forth  from  a  portion  of 
the  public  press  respecting  certain  matters  dis- 
cussed by  me  when  the  same  subject  was  before 
the  House  near  the  close  of  the  last  Congress.  I 
should  have  been  content  with  the  disdiarge  of 
my  duty  to  my  country  on  that  occasion;  and 
with  the  record  of  the  past  before  them,  have  left 
to  the  present  House  the  disposition  of  the  whole 
subject,  contenting  myself  with  a  silent  vote. 

But,  sir,  the  necessity  of  correcting  misappre- 
hension brings  me  before  the  committee  to  ask  its 
indulgence  while  I  review  some  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  last  year,  during  the  pendency  of  a 
similar  bill,  and  restate  the  position  which  I  took 
in  regard  to  its  merits. 

In  February,  1851,  a  bill  to  appropriate 
$3,180,000  for  the  payment  of  the  last  installment 
of  the  money  due  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico  was  unoer 
discussion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  By  the  terms  of  that 
treaty,  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to  Mexico  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1852.  Fifteen  months,  therefore, 
remained  before  the  payment  would  become  due; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  debate  the  inquiry  arose, 
in  what  manner  and  by  what  instrumentality  the 
transfer  of  necessary  funds  was  to  be  made.  The 
fact  was  then  disclosed,  that  (Jie  Secretary  of  State 
had,  in  the  summer  of  1850,  negotiated  a  bargain 
with  T.  W.  Ward,  of  Boston,  as  the  a^ent  of  the 
Barings,  Howland  &,  Aspinwall,  of  the  city  df 
New  York,  and  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  pursuance  of  which  contract 
funds  of  the  Unitea  States  to  the  amount  due  to 
Mexico  were  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  those 
gentlemen,  and  they  were  to  make  payment  to 
Mexico  according  to  the  terms  of  said  treaty.  For 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  by  those  bankers  from  the 
agency  they  had  assumed,  they  were  to  allow  this 
Government  a  discount  of  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  upon  the  funds  delivered  to  them.  In  the 
course  of  debate  it  appeared  that  dissatisfaction 
was  felt  by  other  parties  than  the  successflil  appli- 
cants for  this  agency,  in  the  transfer  of  funds,  and 
that  at  least  one  house  of  undoubted  credit  (the 
Rothschilds)  had  stood  ready  to  oflfer  to  this  Gov- 
ernment a  larger  sum,  by  manv  thausand  dollars, 
than  was  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  brokers  with 
whom  the  contract  was  in  fact  made.  It  also  ap- 
pealed that  the  Secretary  of  State,  almost  immedi- 
ately upon  his  assumption  of  oflice,  had  made  the 
contract  definitively  with  the  Barings  and  their  as- 
sociates without  affording  any  opportunityfor  other 
houses  to  present  their  proposals.  That  tne  agency 
was  a  source  of  emolument,  directly  or  indirectly, 
commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  funds, 
1113,100,000,  to  be  transferred  to  the  parties  contract- 
ing with  the  Government,  no  one  wiM  deny;  and 
it  IS  equally  indisputable  that  if,  instead  of  nastily 
closing  a  bargain  upon  the  first  offer  of  negotia- 
tion, an  opportunity  had  been  given,  for  which 
tliere  was  more  than  ample  time,  for  competition 
among  responsible  brokers  and  bankers  for  the 
prize  which  many  would  eagerly  have  sought, 
much  better  terms  might  have  been  obtained  by 
the  Government  with  emial  security  upon  their 
fulfillment.  And,  in  adaition  to  the  direct  pecu- 
niary advantage  to  have  been  derived  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  a  fair  competition  for  the  avails  of 
the  agency  in  question,  there  would  have  been  a 
satisfactory  assurance  in  the  minds  of  the  public, 
and  of  all  concerned,  that  the  interests  of  the  na- 
tion had  been  protected,  and  no  suspicion  of  favor- 
itism would  have  rested  upon  the  transaction. 

Another  mode  of  meeting  the  demands  of  Mex- 
ico remained,  more  honorable  still  to  this  country, 
as  it  would  have  dispensed  with  all  negotiation 
with  brokers,  foreign  or  native,  and  been  kind, 
conciliatory,  and  beneficial  to  a  feeble  Republic,  to 
whom  the  fortunes  of  war  had  awarded  a  few  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  exchange  for  the  sources  of  in- 
exhaustible wealth,  and  the  dominion  of  an  empire. 
No  member  of  this  committee  can  have  adverted 
to  portions  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Mexican 
Minister,  which  have  been  laid  upon  our  desks, 
without  being  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
Mexican  Government  would  gladly  have  received 
this  installment  of  the  indemnity  in  acceptances  by 
our  Government  at  Washington,  and  that  fear  of 
giving  offence  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  inter- 
fering with  his  chosen  mode  or  payment,  alone  pre-" 
vented  an  early  proposition  to  that  effect.  It  was 
so  obviously  for  the  interest  of  Mexico  to  allow  to 
this  Government  for  difiference  in  exchange,  a  larger 


$7t 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOKEl 


Jan.  23;^ 


sum  than  three  and  a  half  per  cent.,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Barings  and  their  associates,  and  receive  her 
indemnity  at  Washington,  that  resort  is  had  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  for  an  objection  against 
this  nK>de  of  procedure.  And  it  is  further  alleged 
that  the  Senate  re<Vised  to  allow  a  provision  to  be 
inserted  in  the  treaty,  by  which  drafts  on  this 
Government  for  the  several  installments^  were  to  be 
delivered  to  Mexico  on  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  This  objection  is  well  answered  by  refer- 
ence to  the  condition  of  things  at  the  time  of  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  before  our  army  had 
been  withdrawn  from  the  invaded  country,  and  to 
the  policy  which  dictated  the  withholding  at  that 
time  of  a  large  amount  of  the  negotiable  obliga- 
tions of  the  Government.  It  is  an  objection 
which  never  suggested  itself  to  the  minds  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  CalMnet.  It  was  the  desire  of  that 
Administration,  in  consideration  of  the  necessities 
of  Mexico,  to  adopt  this  mode  of  payment;  and 
nothing  but  the  failure  of  the  Mexican  Minister 
seasonably  to  receive  instructions  to  that  effect, 
prevented  such  an  arrangement  from  taking  effect 
prior  to  the  payment  of  the  second  insullment. 

But,  sir,  I  waive  the  further  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  paying  the  indemnity  directly,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  brokers,  to  the  agents 
of  Mexico  at  Washington.  Let  gentlemen  dis- 
miss that  ai^gument  if  they  please  from  their  minds. 
And  I  have  still  very  grave  objections  against  the 
course  pursued  in  this  business  by  the  Secretary 
of  Stale. 

In  the  first  place,  I  assert  that  no  officer  of  the 
Government  had  any  right  to  negotiate 4efinitively 
for  the  payment  of  the  money  two  years,  or  one 
year,  in  advance  of  an  appropriation  of  Congress 
therefor. 

In  the  second  place,  if  the  right  of  any  execu- 
tive officer  to  make  such  a  negotiation,  at  such 
time,  were  admitted,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  that 
officer,  for  ths  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  coun- 
try, as  well  as  to  avoid  favoritism  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  an  immensely  profitable  contract,  to  throw 
it  open  to  fair  competition  among  those  who  are 
equally  competent  to  the  business,  and  responsible 
for  any  failure  in  its  performance. 

And,  in  the  third  place,  I  deny  entirely  the  right 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  n^otiate  with  the 
brokers  at  all  for  the  payment  of  the  Mexican  in- 
demnity. It  was  an  assumption  of  duties  which 
belong  to  another  officer  of  the  Gk)vernment. 

Now,  sir,  in  briefly  presenting  my  views,  as  I 
shall  do,  I  ask  this  committee  to  look  at  the  facts 
which  are  before  them,  and  which  will  be  before 
them,  to  separate  this  matter  from  considerations 
which  do  not  belong  to  it,  and  to  dispose  of  it, 
as  I  doubt  not  tliey  will  desire  to  do,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  judgments  unbiased  by  prejudice.  It  is 
not  an  unusual  thing  here  for  skillful  and  dexter- 
ous men,  by  influences  in  the  House,  and  more 
especially  out  of  the  House,  to  connect  the  subject- 
matter  under  consideration  here  with  topics  entirely 
foreign  to  that  which  properly  invites  the  attention 
of  this  body,  and  thereby  diverting  its  regard  from 
the  true  issues  which  are  submitted  to  it. 

The  question  simply  is,  Has  a  proper  and  suit- 
able arrangement  been  made  with  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  and  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  this 
indeipnity  ?  I  cast  from  my  mind  all  other  con- 
siderations whatever.  I  recur  not  to  other  sub- 
jects. But  I  wish  to  look  to  the  facts  which  lie 
.  before  me,  and  which  belong  to  the  case,  and  all  I 
ask  of  the  committee  is,  l^at  they  will  do  the 
same,  and  come  to  such  conclusions  as  those  facts 
shall  justify.  Let  me  say,  also,  that  during  the 
debate  which  has  already  taken  place  upon  this 
question,  I  think  we  have  been  led  away  from  the 
true  issue  which  is  before  us.  There  has  been  a 
representation  or  memorial  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  by  the  Messrs.  Green,  in 
which  they  make  complaint  that  they  had  no  op- 
portunity of  competing  for  this  contract,  and  the 
benefits  resulting  from  it.  Well,  if  such  is  the 
fact — if  these  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  negoti- 
ating witli  the  Government,  and  could  furnish  to 
tlie  Government  amfile  security  for  its  indemnity 
against  loss,  but  had  no  opportunity  of  ofifering 
their  proposal?,  then  I  do  not  see  but  that  their 
complaint  is  a  just  one.  Yet  I  do  ask  that  the  is- 
sue may  not  be  tried  upon  this  question,  whether 
the  Messrs.  Green  have  been  treated  fairly  or  im- 
properly in  this  matter.  The  issue  that  nas  been 
raided  between  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  on  the  one  hiuKU  and   the 


Messrs.  Ghreen  on  the  other,  and  the  subjects 
which  have  been  introduced  bjr  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  in  connection  with  the  memorial  of 
those  gentlemen,  have  engrossed^  as  the  commit- 
tee are  aware,  almost  the  whole  time  during  which 
this  discussion  has  been  in  progress. 

I  urge,  therefore,  upon  the  consideration  of  thi» 
committee,  that  they  do  not  permit  the  various 
questions  which  have  arisen  between  the  Messrs. 
Green  and  the  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
to  divert  their  attention  from  the  true  question 
before  them.  This  matter,  which  relates  to  the 
grievances  of  the  Messrs.  Green,  may  be  a  proper 
one  for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  be- 
yond that  and  above  it,  and  the  subject  which 
should  engross  the  attention  of  the  House  almost 
to  its  exclusion,  is  the  great  question  whether  the 
course  of  any  department  of  the  Government  has 
been  correct  and  proper  in  the  whole  disposition 
of  the  business  which  related  to  the  Mexican 
treaty.  Set  aside,  therefore,  all  consideration  of 
the  question  as  it  respects  fairness  or  unfairness 
towards  the  Messrs.  Green.  With  tliat  certainly 
I  have  nothing  to  do.  They  have  no  concern  with 
my  purposes  or  my  motives.  They  prompted 
not  the  course  which  I  have  pursuedT;  neither 
could  they  have  prevented  or  interfered  with  that 
which  I  saw  fit  to  pursue.  Let  me,  therefore,  not 
prejudice  their  merits  before  this  House;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  let  not  the  case  which  they  present 
be  so  exclusively  regarded  by  this  House,  or  re- 
ceive such  prominence  in  the  consideration  of  this 
question,  that  other  matters,  which  are  far  more 
important,  shall  be  in  danger  of  being  lost  sight  of 
and  forgotten. 

In  respect  to  the  first  position  which  I  have 
taken,  that  no  officer  of  this  Government  had  a 
right  to  make  a  definitive  negotiation  in  advance 
of  the  appropriatiim  of  Congress,  I  should  like  to 
see  the  nrst  member  of  this  committee  who  dis- 

Sutes  the  correctness  of  that  proposition.  I  have 
eard  no  one  in  his  place  in  this  House  deny,  for 
a  moment,  its  correctness.  There  seems  to  be  an 
implied  assent  to  the  proposition  on  all  sides  of 
this  question.  If  any  member,  undertakes  to  say 
that  it  was  proper  to  make  a  definitive  negotiation 
for  the  payment  of  money,  with  bankers  and 
brokers,  nearly  two  years  in  advance  of  tlie  ap- 
propriation or  Congress,  I  should  be  Ytry  glad 
that  he  should  rise  m  his  place  and  say  so  at  this 
time.  If  we  are  all  agreed  on  that  matter,  if  no 
one  undertakes  to  dispute  the  proposition,  then  I 
will  not  undertake  to  enforce  it  by  any  argument 
before  this  intdligent  committee.  I  will  not  un- 
dertake to  prove  to  the  committee  that  this  House 
holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation,  and  that  no 
matter  what  treaty  may  have  been  negotiated  sev- 
eral years  since,  no  matter  what  sum  of  money  it 
may  have  been  agreed  by  that  treaty  should  be 
paid  to  a  forei^  government,  yet,  until  there  shall 
be  an  appropriation  by  this  House,  no  negotiation 
can  be  concluded  with  any  party,  for  any  con- 
sideration, by  which  that  party  shall  obtain  the 
guarantee  of  the  Government  that  the  funds  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
such  party  for  any  purpose  connected  with  their 
disbursement.  Many  causes  might  have  arisen 
after  the  negotiation  of  that  treaty  to  supersede 
the  payment  altogether.  War  might  have  been 
renewed  with  Mexico,  or  in  the  lapse  of  two  years 
new  arrangements  might  have  oeen  made  with 
that  power.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  point  out 
contingencies  that  might  have  arisen.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  this  House  has  control  of  the  purse 
of  the  nation,  and,  until  it  loosen  tlie  strings,  no 
man  has  a  right,  in  advance  of  its  action,  to  put 
his  hands  upon  the  public  funds,  or  to  transfer 
that  right  to  another. 

Then,  sir,  if  I  am  correct  in  the  ceneral  prop- 
osition, what  follows?  It  follows  Uiat  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  has  violated  this  wise  and  salu- 
tary principle.  He  has  made  a  contract  with  the 
Barings  and  their  associates  for  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  money,  in  flagrant  disregard  of  it. 
And  now,  sir,  who  will  dispute  the  correctness  of 
the  second  proposition,  viz:  that  if  an  officer  of 
the  Government  had  been  authorized,  in  die  dis- 
charge of  his  general  duties,  to  n^otiate  with 
bankers  and  brokers,  by  the  result  of  which,  be- 
tween three  and  four  millions  of  the  property  of  the 
United  States  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those 
bankers  and  brokers,  in  consideration  of  certain 
services  to  be  performed  by  them,  the  negotiation 
should  be  80  conducted  as  to  threw  open  to  competi- 


tion by  responsible  houses,  the  lucrative  bosinetso^ 
disbursing  the  public  funds  ?    Of  the  immense  valuer 
of  the  contract  with  the  Government  for  the  pay^ 
ment  of  the  Mexican  indemnity^  the  fhcts  pre^ 
sented  afford  us  some  knowledge.    Its  full  bsnefil^ 
the  brokers  understand  better  than  we  do.    An^ 
hence  the  eager  struggle  to  obtain  possession  of  th^ 
prize.    I  think  no  man  who  takes  these  matters, 
mto  consideration  will  say  that  there  ought  not  to 
have  been  ftiir  competition.    The  contract  ough^ 
not  to  hare  been  made — ^in  the  entire  ignorancety 
the  pubHc  of  the  whole  transaction — ^with  the  per- 
son who  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  by- 
some  means  knowledge  of  the  opportunity  of  ^ain, 
and  to  come  forward  with  the  first  proposition. 
Why,  I  believe,  in  purchasing  the  stores  for  your 
Army  and  Navy  for  the  various  stations  and  depots 
throughout  the  country,  you  do  not  buy  a  few  bar- 
rels of  beef  or  provisions  of  any  kind,  to  bs  for- 
warded  for  your  Army  and  Navy,  without  opening 
a  fair  competition  to  the  whole  country.  Ton  send 
your  proposals  through  the  public  newspapers. 
Now,  I  do  not  say  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  -warn  beoBd  to  pur- 
sue that  identical  course  rather  than  any  otner» 
and  advertise  this  contract  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  country;  but  I  do  aver>  that  having  two  years 
before  him  for  the  payment  of  the  installnent  tlieo 
under  consideration,  it  was  his  boundeo  duty  to 
wait  until  the  pubKc  in  the  principal  cities,  in  tbe 
country,  and  abroad,  should  have  been  informed 
that  the  Grovernment  were  disposed  to  negotiate  in 
this  matter;  and  to  go  further,  if  neceenry,  suid 
correspond  with  those  whose  business  it  is  to  fur- 
nish the  facilities  which  the  Government  reqnircs^ 
and  to  reap  the  benefits  which  the  Govemmeci 
bestows,  that  they  be  informed ,  and-tbe  interests  of 
the  Government  protected  by  competition ,  rather 
than  that  the  contract  should  be  given,  as  a  matter 
of  favoritism,  to  the  earliest  appncant. 

I  believe  the  fHends  of  the  Secretary  of  ^ate, 
and  his  supporters  in  this  House,  have,  in  debate 
here,  admitted  that  the  course  which  was  pursued 
by  the  Secretary  in  this  particular,  in  mtunn^  his 
contract  with  the  Barings  and  their  aseocmtes, 
without  aflbrding  an  opportunity  of  competition  to 
any  other  pefsons,  was  wrong  in  princi|je;  aod 
the  only  answer  which  has  been  given  to  objec> 
tions  wnich  have  been  made  to  this  proceeding  is* 
that  however  much  the  Government  may  have 
lost  thereby,  it  is  too  late  to  correct  the  error. 
Such  was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Yoric,  [Mr.  Brooks.]    While  on  one  hand 
it  has  been  said  that  it  was  too  late  to  correct  tbe 
error,  on  the  other,  I  think  there  was  some  very 
faint  denial  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Barings 
and  their  associates  was  definitive  in  its  character. 
Upon  this  point  it  is  necessary  only  to  refer  to' 
the  letter  of  IVlr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Green,  dated  the 
2d  of  September,  1850,  in  which  he  states  that 
<'he  had    made  a  definitive   arrangement  with 
Messrs.  Barine,  Brothers  &  Co.,'*  £c.,  and  can- 
not, therefore, listen  to  any  terms  from  any  other 
quarter. 

I  now  come,  in  passing  hastily  along,  to  my 
third  proposition,  which  is,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  haa  no  right  whatever  to  inter&re  in  this 
matter,  under  anv  circumstances.  I  have  asserted 
that  it  was  without  precedent,  and  contrary  to 
precedent.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  correctly 
understood  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  but  I  understood 
him  to  state  that  one  installment  of  the  Mexican 
indemnity  was  negotiated  with  the  brokers  and 
bankers  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Clay- 
ton.) I  see  that  gentleman  now  in  this  Hall,  and 
I  desire  to  ask  him  whether  I  correctly  understood 
him? 

Mr.  BAYLV.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
On  the  contrary,  I  stated  that  that  installment  was 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Letcher,  our  Minister  in  Mex* 
ico. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Mr*  Letcher,  who  was  in  Mex- 
ico, bud  nothing  to  do  with  the  contract  with 
the  bankers,  and  I  now  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  I  am  aware  that  he  had  not;  but 
I  will  tell  this  committee  what  he  did.  He  nego- 
tiated with  the  Mexkan  MiUaUr  in  relation  to  Uie 
terms  of  payment,  and  the  tinie  and  place  of  pay- 
ment; but  when  that  negotiation  came  to  an  end, 
and  arrangements  were  to  be  made  with  the  bro- 
kers, Mr.  Clayton  at  once  gave  up  all  connection 
with  the  business.    Hs  would  have  noUiing  to  do 
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^vtth  it.    He  had  too  much  regard  for  his  own 
reputation.    He  had  too  much  regard  to  a  sense  of 
propriety  tointeHere  in  a  matter  so  delicate,  and 
one  in  reference  to  which  there  was  so  mach  room 
for  misapprehension,  to  say  the  least.    He  would 
not  intenere  with  the  duties  which  properly  be- 
longed to  another  officer.    Now,  sir,  whoever  will 
inauire  into  the  course  of  proceeding  ia  this  be- 
>half  adopted  by  the  present  Secretary  of  State — 
whoever  ¥rill  examine  that  course  thorourhl  v  and 
critically,  and  sift  it  to  ihe  bottom,  will  find  that 
when  he  oame  into  office,  he  did  instantly  and 
-eagerly  what  the  former  Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Cmytoa)  had  refbsed  to  do.    He  assumed  upon 
himtfielf  the  negotiation  for  the  payment  of  the  ia^ 
ataHments  of  the  Mexican  inoemntty  at  once— 
^most  imoMdiately.    it  was  but  a  few  days  from 
the  time  he  oommenoed  his  official  course,  that  he 
instituted  a  ni^otiation  with  the  bankers  and  bro- 
kers for  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
-for  which,  perhaps,  at  some  future  day.  Congress 
tniffht  fliake  an  appropriation.    Now,  I  ask,  what 
au&ority  the  Secretary  of  State  had  for  this?    I 
eidc  why  he  disregarded  the  preeedents  in  the  case? 
—why  ne  assumed  the  duty  of  another  officer? 
To  learn  what  that  duty  is,  we  hBYe  but  to  look  at 
the  bill  before  .vs.    What  are  its  provisions?    It 
«imply  makes  an  appropitation  of  so  much  money 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  in  liquidating  the 
4ieb(  due  to  Mexico.    Now,  sir,  there  is  no  legisla- 
tor in  the  country;  there  is  no  man  who  has  had 
ansrthing  to  do  with  the  afiairs  of  his  own  com- 
moi^weeuth,  or  even  with  the  affiuia  of  his  own 
«oun^  or  township,  who  is  not  competent  to  de- 
iclde  this  question — who  does  not  know  that  when 
there  ia  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  pay  a  certain 
eujn  of  Bton^  out  of  the  Treasury,  it  becomes  the 
doty  of  the  Treasurer  to  make  thAt  payment,  and 
not  thedutv  of  any  other  officer. 

It  18  doubtless  thedutv  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

Mjo  oegotiaie  treaties  with  foreign  ministers.    But 

when  the  negociatton  is  oonc&ded,  and  nothing 

resnains  hut  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  out  of 

the  Treasory,  I  hold,  and  I  believe  it  haa  always 

been  h^d  ia  the  history  of  this  Qovernment,  that 

ibe  ditiiea  of  the  Secretary  of  State  have  been  dis- 

^UET^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  payoMBt  of  the  money  is  a 

4i]^  :t^icJi  belongs  to  another  officer. 

Bat  I  must  hasten  onward.    I  took  occasion 
iast  year,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  upon  thks 
lnU--tfaotigh  it  cane  suddenly  upon  me — in  the 
discharge  of  what  I  believed  to  be  my  duty,  to 
eharge  upon  the  present  Secretary  of  State  un- 
ueoeasary  and  ianproper  interference  in  a  transac- 
tion which  did  not  devolve  upon  his  office,  and  for 
which  thcfe  is  no  evidence  that  he  is  peculiarly 
qualified  to  undertake.     The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  not  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  se- 
Ueted  for  his  dciU  in  financial  affiurs.    I  forther 
orged  upon  this  House,  that  the  relations  which 
the  present  Secretary  of  State  sustains  to  the  capi- 
talisui  and  bankers,  are  such  as  render  it  highly 
improper  and  unfit  that  he  should  take  it  upon 
.himself,  unnecessarily,  to  discharge  the  duties 
he  assttsMd.    Now,  what  were  ^lose  relations  ? 
It  had  come  to  my  knowledge — and  it  seemed 
to  me  a  prepcr  natter  for  the  knowicdge  of  the 
House — that  when  the  Secretary  of  State  took 
opon  himself  the  office  which  he  now  hMn,  he 
entered  iolo  a  negotiation  quite  a»  remai^ble,  to 
say  the  least,  as  the  ne^potiation  which  it  appears 
he  made  with  the  Banngs  and  their  assoaates. 
it  was  a  negotiation  with  men  of  a  character,  class, 
and  description  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Ward,  of 
Boston,  and   Howiand  A  Aspinwall,  of  New 
York;  a  negotiation,  by  which,  as  an  inducement 
for  Mr.  Webster  to  take  the  office  which  he  now 
holds,  a  sum  of  money  was  to  be  furnished — 
|50,000— to  support  him  in  that  office.    Now,  I 
do  not  say  that  Mr.  Ward  was  a  party  in  this 
negotiation,  either  directly  or  indirec^y,  nor  do  I 
aay  that  he  was  in  any  way  a  contributor  to  that 
fund.    Neither  do  I  aay  that  he  was  not  directly 
or  indirecthr  a  contributor.    I  know  the  names 
of  some  or  them.    When  the  collector  passed 
tiirough  certain  streets  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
eallinff  upon  the  neighbors  of  that  gentleman 
and  nis  associates  in  like  condition  with  him- 
fl^,  for  their  respeetire  contributions,  I  do  not 
know  what  mark  he  may  have  found  upon  the 
door-posts  of  that  geatleraAn,  which  induced  him 
to  pass  his  house,  without  calling  upon  him 
also  for  his  contribution.    Nor  do  1  know  that 
when  the  collection  was.  taken  up  in  the  city  of 


New  York,  among  those  who  are  familiarly  called 
the  upper*tendom  there,  that  Messrs.  Howland 
A,  Aepuiwall  were  contributors  also;  but  I  am 
eatisfied  of  this  fact,  and  I  offered  at  the  time  to 
prove  to  this  House,  by  evidence  then  within  the 
reach  of  my  voice,  that  the  associates  of  these  men, 
if  not  themselves  also,  were  among  the  persons 
who  were  contributora  to  thisfund* 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  AIil- 
Li.no  P.  FiLLMoas,  his  Pjsivate  Secretary.] 

Mr.  ALLEN,  (resuming.)  Now,  it  is  for  this 
House  to  say,  and  for  the  country  to  say,  whether 
these  facts  should  be  made  known,  or  should  not. 
Jkfarfc  the  H^ne  when  the  cotUraUvMts  entered  into  with 
the  Barwg8  and  their  laateiates*  Mark  the  tisM,  also, 
when  the  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  raising  of 
the  sum  of  050,000  to  support  Mr.  Webster  in  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  same  description 
of  men  to  whom  they  belong,  if  not  by  themselves 
also.  When  was  this  contract  made  with  the 
Barings?  On  the  31st  day  of  August,  1850,  Mr. 
Green  writes  to  Mr.  Webster  infbrmuig  him  that 
such  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by  him  with 
the  Qovernment  of  Mexico,  that  he  was  author- 
ized to  negotiate  for  the  payment  of  this  money. 
Two  days  after,  the  Secretary  of  State  replies  that 
he  had  already  made  <<  a  definite  arrangement  a 
fno  weeks  ago  with  Barings,  Brothers  db  Co.,  How- 
land  &  Aspinwall,  and  Corcoran  &,  Rig^s,"  for 
payment  of  this  monev.  You  will  bear  m  mind 
that  this  letter  from  <jrreen  to  Webster  was  writ- 
ten upon  the  31st  day  of  August,  and  the  reply  upon 
the  2a  of  September.  If  you  will  turn  to  that  reply, 
found  in  the  Tele^rMph^  which  has  been  laid  upon 
our  tables,  you  will  and  the  Secretary  says  a  **aefi- 
nite  arrangement  "  was  completed  some  weeks  be- 
fore that  period.  Well,  the  Secretary  had  not  then 
been  in  office  six  weeks.  He  took  the  office  on  the 
92d  of  July,  and  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Green 
was  made  on  the  31st  of  August;  and  he  replies 
that  **a  few  weeks  ago  "  a  definite  arrangement 
Imd  been  made.  When  was  tke  other  definite  ar- 
rangement made  ?  At  the  time  the  Secretary  took 
his  office.  Just  before  be  accepted  the  oMce  the 
agreement  was  made  as  to  the  sura  to  be  raised,  and 
capitalists  went  on  and  consequently  raised  the  mo- 
ney. Now,  if  the  contract  was  made  with  Barings 
and  their  associates  some  weeks  before  this  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Gveen  to  Mr.  Webster,  does  it  not 
follow  irresistibly  that  the  contract  was  going  on 
with  Mr.  Wasd  a&d  Howland  &.  Aspinwall  at  the 
eery  time  when  the  negotiation  was  going  on  for 
raising  this  sum  of  (^,000?  Now,  sur,  these 
things  are  joined  together  bir  facts  which  belong 
to  the  immutable  history  of  the  past,  and  no  man  ^ 
ingenuity  can  put  them  asunder.  And  it  is  for 
gentlemen  to  say — and  not  you  only  whom  I  ad- 
dress, but  it  is  for  the  country  to  say,  whether  a 
free  representative  of  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of 
this  country  ought,  upon  an  occasion  like  this,  to 
make  a  disclosure  of  these  facts,  or  to  withhold 
them  ?  There  was  a  denial  in  this  House  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  bat  that  denial  was  followed  by 
an  offer  to  prove  them  upon  theepot.  The  friendis 
of  the  Secretary  came  forward  and  resisted  to  the 
utmost  any  investigation,  upon  the  profi*er  of  an 
investigation  made  in  my  behalf,  and  urged  by 
me,  aim  upon  a  proffer  to  prove  the  facts  as  I  had 
advanced  them.  And  through  that  influence,  and 
through  the  force  of  artful  appeals  to  preyudicee 
which,  I  trust,  have  been  weakened  since  the  last 
Coogress,  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  were  able 
to  prevent  that  disclosure,  and  to  preclude  an  ex- 
amination into  the  facts  of  the  case  at  that  period, 
when  certainly  there  was  ample  time  for  rull  ex- 
amination. 

Sir,  I  hasten  on.  Although  there  was  the  de- 
nial 1  have  spoken  of,  yet  it  was  found  to  be 
unsafe,  and  tiie  friends  of  the  Secretary  afler- 
wands,  at  Boston  and  elsewhere,  admitted  the 
matorud  facts  in  this  case.  It  was  admitted  that 
the  money  was  raised,  and  at  the  time  it  was 
alleged  to  have  been  raised.  But  false  issues  were 
presented  throug[h  the  papers.-  I  have  not  seen 
fit  to  meet  those  issues  or  correct  those  misrepre- 
sentations. This  is  the  fit  time,  and  this  Hoi^se 
the  proper  place,  to  reinstate  the  true  issue. 

One  newspaper,  friendly  to  the  Secretary,  as- 
serted ^t  one  Mr.  Haven,  of  Boston,  received 
the  proposition  from  Mr.  Webster  to  have  this 
sum  of  money  procured,  and  then  Mr.  Haven 
comes  before  tne  public  in  a  letter,  and  says  he 
did  not  receive  such  a  proposition;  and  to  assure 


the  public  of  the  fact,  he  publishes  a  letter  which 
he  says  he  did  in  fact  receive  from  Mr.  Webster. 
It  is  the  very  remarkable  epistle  written  just  aft«r 
the  death  of  General  Taylor,  in  which  Mr.  Web- 
ster says  that  no  man  who  is  not  **  rich  or  a  batch- 
elor  "  can  afford  to  take  the  officer  of  Secretary  of 
State.  He  also  informs  Mr.  Haven  that  the  pres- 
ent is  the  time  to  be  taken  by  the  forelock,  and  con- 
ckRies  with  recommending  to  that  office  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  of  Massachusette,whom  nobody 
else  had  thought  of,  and  whose  lamented  physical 
infirmities  had  compelled  him  to  resign  trie  com- 
paratively light  labors  of  presiding  officer  over  a 
literary  institution.  The  letter  thus  made  public, 
furnished  to  discerning  men  satisfactory  proof  of 
that  which  it  was  supposed  by  Mr.  Haven  to  con- 
ceal or  refute.  I  dia  not  introduce  the  name  of 
that  gentleman  into  the  debate  of  last  year.  His 
controversy,  if  he  has  any,  is  with  other  persons. 
I  will,  in  closing,  advert  to  one  other  misrepre- 
sentation, by  which  the  friends  of  the  Secretary 
sought  to  palliate  the  transaction  they  could  no 
longer  deny.  It  is  the  assertion  that  the  contribu- 
tors to  the  Secretary's  subsidv  were  men  who  had 
retired  from  public  life,  and  the  concerns  of  busi- 
ness, and  who  were  induced ,  by  mo^t  disinterested 
considerations  of  regard,  to  tender  a  gratuitous 
acknowledgment  of  services  rendered  to  the  coun- 
try. If  such  had  been  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tion, a  publication  of  the  names  of  die  generous 
donors  would  have  furnished  the  readiest  and  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  fact.  But,  sir,  when- 
ever the  mends  of  the  Secretary  shall  consent  to 
an  investigation  of  the  subject  before  a  committee 
of  this  House,  it  will  be  made  to  appear  that  this 
statement  of  the  transaction  is  as  unfounded  as  it 
is  improbable.  Having  sought  heretofore  for^ 
full  development  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  Secretary  entered  upon  his  office,  nothing  re- 
mains for  me  to  do,  but  to  evince  my  readiness  to 
enter  upon  an  investigation  of  the  facts,  whenever 
the  objeetions  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  that  purpose  shall  be  withdrawn;  and  I  pledge 
myself  to  this  House  to  prove,  whenever  an  op- 

fortunity  shall  be  presented,  all  and  more  than  all 
have  asserted; 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  a  wish  to  continue 

[Cries  •*  Let  him  ep  on !"  •*  Let  him  eo  on !"] 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Will  the  gentleman  lulow  me  a 
few  moments? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  Are  these  few 
moments  to  come  out  of  my  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    They  will. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Then  1  will  not  allow  him  the 
tenth  part  of  a  second . 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that 
there  is  a  response  to  the  resolution  which  we  passed 
yesterday.    I  suggest  that  it  be  read  now. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  1  would  rather  go  on  now.  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  it  regards  the  general  points  which 
have  been  raised  here  in  reference  to  the  payment 
of  this  indemnity,  I  have  not  the  advantage  of  the 
experience  which  many  gentlemen  about  me  pos- 
sess. But  for  some  peculiar  circumstances,  i 
should  have  been  content,  and,  indeed,  I  should 
have  preferred  to  have  heard  this  debate  through, 
and  argued  upon  its  general  Questions,  by  gentle- 
men much  more  competent  than  myself  to  argue 
them,  and  to  have  given  my  vote  as  1  might  have 
finally  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  argument.  Hut 
before  proceeding  to  dwell  upon  some  particular 
considerations,  l  will  merely  say  that  the  impres- 
sion left  upon  my  mind  is,  that  there  can  be  but 
two  questions  here.  The  resolve  before  the  House 
is  for  the  approfwiation  of  three  millions  of  money 
in  payment  of  the  lost  installment  due  from  us  to 
MeXK^o  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and 
falling  doe  may  Slst,  1852.  It  is  well  understood 
that^is  appropriation,  when  made,  unless  Con- 
gress shall  otherwise  direct,  will  pass  through  the 
State  Department.  On  the  question  whether  suck 
vehicle  of  payment  is  in  conformity  with  usage, 
or  whether  there  is  any  objection  to  it  in  princi- 
ple, I  have  made  no  personal  examination  of  au- 
thorities. And  while  it  appears  to  me  that  two 
minds  of  equal  fairness  ami  acuteness  might,  per- 
haps will,  come  to  opposite  conclusions  upon  this 
question  of  form,  treating  it  as  an  original  ques- 
tion, I  still  tee  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  con- 
clusion to  which  General  Taylor's  Cabinet,  two 
successive  Democratic  Committees  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  last  House  of  Representatives, 
have  successively  arrived  on  that  point.    I  find 
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that  General  Taylor's  Cabinet,  against  which  no 
su^estion  of  favoritism  or  undue  influence  is,  at 
this  time,  made,  acted  upon  the  ground  that  this 
was  proper  matter  for  negotiation  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  find  under  these  circumstances  that 
Mr.  Webster,  in  taking  charge  of  this  matter,  did 
no  more  than  follow  the  course  indicated  by  his 

Predecessors.    Such  was  the  opinion  of  General 
'ay lor *s  Cabinet.    What,  then,  are  the  next  facts 
in  the  case.'    Here  are  two  Committees,  in  suc- 
•ession,  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this  House  that 
have   been    organized   by  Democratic    Houses. 
They  have  been  committees  containing  men  of 
experience  and  Judgment — men  with  no  particular 
partialities  or  predilections  for  the  Administration 
or  for  Mr.  Webster.    I  do  not  know  the  names  of 
all  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  former  House,  though  I  have  rea- 
son to  respect  it,  from  what  I -have  known  of  its 
constituent  members.    With  regard  to  the  present 
existing  committee,  every  gentleman  must  under- 
stand tnat  it  is  not  organized  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  can  be  supposed  to  have  any  personal  bias 
or  predilection  tor  the  Administration.    And  it 
may  also   be   stated,  as   regards  that  commit- 
tee, that  it  is  composed  of  a  body  of  men  of  as 
good  judgment,  •(  as  large  experience,  and  of  as 
reliable  honesty  as  can  be  found  in  this  House. 
These  two  successive  committees,  upon  this  ab- 
stract question,  free  from  personal  bias,  have  unan- 
imously reported  and  taken  a  course  sustaining  the 
view  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  this  point;  or 
rather,  to  state  the  thing  more  accurately,  they 
have  unanimously  reported  the  appropriation,  with- 
out seeing  fit  to  recommend  any  interference  with 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  well  understood  that  the 
funds  would  be  remitted.    This  consideration  goes 
a  great  way  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  with  the 
limited  opportunity  1  have  had  of  making^ myself 
personalty  acquainted  with  the  subject.    Fresum- 
mg,  then,  that  it  is  r^ular  enough  that  this  install- 
ment, falling  due  under  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power  fShotild  passthroush  the  department  through 
which  the  Government  nabitually  communicates 
with  foreign  Powers,  what  is  the  next  considera- 
tion ?    Is  there  cm y thing  going  to  show  the  prob- 
ability of  favoritism  or  irreeulantv  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  which  is  likely  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  payment  ?  I  see  that  my  colleague,  in  his  speech 
Just  made,  has  introduced  no  new  personal  matter 
of  any  importance,  for  I  have  examined  the  Con- 
cessional Globe  which  contained  the  former  debate 
in  reference  to  this  matter.     Every  fact  which 
could  be  brought  against  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
urged  fully  and  thoroughly  in  the  last  House;  but 
tliere  are  a  number  of  facts,  most  conclusive  in  their 
character,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Webster's  course,  which 
it  seems  to  me  did  not  then  appear.    With  the  full 
benefit  of  the  examination  which  my  colleague  and 
others  then  gave  the  subject,  what  was  the  result.' 
All  these  questions  came  up,  and  in  an  anti-Ad- 
ministration House,  there  was  a  vote  of  something 
like  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  to  thirty-six 
sustaining  Mr.  Webster.    The  letting  out  to  open 
bidders,  me  propriety  of  which  my  colleague  now 
deems  so  clear  that  he  thinks  Mr.  Webster  could 
only  have  omitted  it  from  fraudulent  design,  was 
then  urged  upon  the  House,  and  rejected  by  a  vast 
majority.    How  idle  is  it  now  to  say  that  there 
are  certain  things  in  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  no  man  can  justify,  when,  in  point  of 
fact,  a  Democratic  House  after  full  debate^us- 
tified  and  sustained  him  at  every  point.    Take 
it,  as  the  gentleman  claims,  that  it  was  a  contract 
which  might  or  might  not  be  made  void  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  House.    The  House  went  on  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  confirmed  and 
sanctioned  it.     Under  these  circumstances,  ojid 
after  such  sanction  and  authority  given  by  this 
House,  it  looks  like  trifling  to  recede}  and  certainly 
not  one  word  can  be  said  against  the  Secretary  as 
to  the  improvidence  of  the  contract  which  does  not 
apply  with  a  fuller  force  to  the  House,  which  on 
full  debate  and  knowledge  ratified  every  step  he 
had  taken .    Thoroughly  fortified ,  then ,  as  the  Sec- 
retary is,  no  less  by  the  facts  of  the  case  than  bv 
the  opinions  of  the  numerous  weighty  tribunals 
which  have  examined  the  case  and  sustained  him, 
I  must  say  that  I  should  hardly  have  felt  inclin^ 
to  trouble  the  House  at  this  time,  had  not  other 
suggestions  been  made.    From  whom  do  they  pro- 
cera  ?    What  party  is  before  us  from  the  outside 
making  any  lament  or  outcry  ?    There  is  much 
said  about  the  sufferings  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 


and  there  is  a  strong  sympathy  for  it.  Who  by? 
Where  is  the  Republic  ?  1  see  no  Republic,  nor 
any  one  claiming  to  represent  it.  The  party  that 
is  alleged  to  have  suiTered  does  not  say  a  word — 
is  not  here,  and  makes  no  complaints.  The  Messrs. 
Green  are  here,  and  it  is  their  outcry  only  that 
stuns  the  ear.  Now,  as  to  the  complaint  of  the 
Messrs.  Green,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  it  would 
be  the  most  singuleur  thing  if  they  were  not  indig- 
nant at  Mr.  Webster,  who  rejected  their  proposi- 
tion. It  would,  indeed,  be  singular  if  they  did  not 
hate  him  with  a  bitter, irreconcikble,  Indian  hatred. 
Why  not.'  But  for  him  they  think  they  would 
have  received  a  princely  fortune,  wrung  from  the 
necessities  of  Mexico.  They  have  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  good  reasons  for  hating  him. 
These  men  expected,  without  capital,  by  the  use 
of  their  wits  in  going  backwards  and  forwards  be- 
tween these  Governments, to  put  into  their  pockets 
what  they  call,  in  one  of  their  papers,  **  the  paltry 
commission "  of  |175,000.  There  is,  sir,  a  touch- 
ing generosity  of  soul  exhibited  in  the  first  ground 
which  these  gentlemen  allege  as  their  reason  for 
Interposing  between  ours  ami  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment. I  read  from  their  memorial  addressed 
to  the  President: 

"  Mr.  Marks  was  also  a  warm  pentonal  friend  and  ad- 
mirer of  tbe  present  distiogatsbed  head  of  tbe  Mexican 
Goveminent,  aiid  of  the  inenibers  of  the  then  existing  Cabi- 
net, and  his  and  our  attention  was  drawn  to  this  subject  of 
the  indemnity  le$M  by  any  detirt  to  make  a  pnJU  out  of  U 
for  ownelvet  than  by  $ymp4Uhy  Jor  the  Mexican  Govern' 
ment.  and  indignation  at  the  combinations  formed  by  for- 
eign bankers  to  plunder  the  Treasury  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment as  well  as  Mexico.'* 

But  this  disinterested  sympathy  yields  presently 

to  the  austere  suggestions  of  prudence,  enforced 

by  Scripture.    They  go  on  to  say — 

"  But,  sir,  we  have  it  from  high  authority  that  the  laborer 
is  deserving  of  his  reward ;  and  the  Mexican  Oovemment, 
m  availing  Itself  of  oar  labors  and  suggestions,  could  not, 
in  honesty  and  good  Aiith,  do  less  than  admit  that  we  were 
entitled,  as  compensation,  to  some  small  part  of  the  large 
sums  thus  to  be  saved  to  both  Governments.'* 

This  **  small  part"  they  afterwards  describe  as 

follows: 

"  Our  compensation  was  thus  to  be  only  on  the  A5,000.000, 
and  was  the  difference  between  the  premium  to  be  paid  to 
tiie  United  States,  (say  four  and  a  half  per  cent.,)  and  the 
eight  per  cent,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
vir:  $175,000." 

Now,  sir,  when  you  find  that  the  three  great 
houses,  with  solid  capital,  to  whom  Mr.  Webster 
intrusted  this  business,  actually  made  on  the  three 
millions  paid  over  by  them  less  than  thirty  thou- 
sand doluurs  profit,  you  will  be  prepared  to  esti- 
mate at  its  true  value  the  **  sympathy  for  the 
Mexican  Grovemment,"  which  'would  have  ex- 
torted |175,000  for  the  mere  service  of  getting  our 
Government's  name  to  some  bills  of  exchange. 
Now,  we  have  the  fact  that  Mexico  makes  no 
complaint,  and  that  every  dollar  due  to  her  has 
been  paid  with  austere  and  rigid  punctuality. 

I  will  suppose  another  state  of  things  which,  if 
it  had  existed,  might  possibly  have  given  ground 
for  just  suspicion.  I  will  suppose  that  Mr.  Web- 
ster had  withdrawn  the  transaction  of  this  great 
affair  from  the  ancient  and  solid  banking  house 
which  had  for  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century 
fidthfully  and  accurately  transacted  similar  business 
for  this  Government,  and  had  put  it  in  the  hands 
of  two  gentlemen,  not  capitalists  or  bankers,  and 
who  received  ftl75,000  for  causing  him  to  give  the 
business  that  direction.  I  can  imagine  that  in  such 
a  case  not  even  the  high  character  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster would  have  protected  so  singular  a  transaction 
from  something  of  suspicion.  His  employing  the 
houses  which  he  did  employ,  at  the  veiy  moderate 
rates  of  profit  which  they  did  actually  realize,  is 
in  fact  tne  most  simple,  natural,  and  probable 
transaction  in  the  wond.  No  one  can  read  the 
memorial  of  the  Messrs.  Green  without  being 
struck  with  the  skill  with  which  their  griefs  for 
the  allied  sufferings  of  Mexico,  and  for  their 
own  failure  to  shave  |175,000  out  of  Mexico,  are 
blended  and  harmonized.  A  popular  poet  recites 
the  not  dissimilar  incident  of  a  shipwrecked  crew 
suffering  the  additional  loss  of  the  ship's  cutter, 
containing  a  number  of  their  comrades,  as  well  as 
a  quantity  of  necessary  provisions.  The  grief  of 
the  survivors  is  thus  described,  in  language  which 
the  complaints  of  the  Messrs.  Green  do  not  fail 
to  call  to  mind — 

"  They  grieved  for  those  who  perished  in  the  cotter, 
•^nd  alio /or  the  biecuU,  c€uk$f  and  butter!*^ 

But  I  concur  with  the  Messrs.  Green  in  one 
point.    I  think  Mexico  is  entitled  to  careAU  and 


generous  treatment  at  our  hands.  She  has  suffered 
enough  from  our  armies,  without  being  farther 
depleted  by  our  money  leeches.  Never  was  an 
act  wiser  or  more  righteous  than  that  which  gave 
Mexico  her  installment  dollar  for  dollar, at  a  profit 
to  the  contractors  of  less  than  one  per  cent.,  and 
saved  her  from  pa3ring  to  intermediate  brokeit 
alone  a  shave  of  lour. 

My  colleague,  up«n  the  one  hand,  is  resolute 
in  his  condemnation  of  Mr.  Webster  for  makio^ 
any  contract;  and,  upon  the  other,  aigues  that 
the  Government  ought  to  have  gone  on  and  ac- 
cepted these  bills.    It  is  a  remarkably  constitutol 
mmd  which  sees  no  legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  Government's  accepting  bills,  or  making  the 
payments  in  Washington  in  contravention  of  the 
treaty,  but  sees  mountains  in  the  way  of  the  Sec- 
retary's making  a  legal  contract  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  installmenta  in  Mexico  according 
to  the  treaty.    General  Green  I  do  not  .know  per- 
sonally,  and  certainly  in  relation  either  to  him  or 
to  Benjamin  E.  Green,  1  have  no  disposition  totay 
anything  harsh.    It  is  obvious  that  they  have  suc- 
ceeided,  to  some  slight  extent,  in  impressing  with 
their  views  some  gentlemen  in  this  Hall  who,  per- 
haps, have  not  had  full  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine the  subject.    I  have,  however,  been   struck 
throughout  this  debate  at  the  caution  which  gentle* 
men,  who  have  taken  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, have  used  in  speaking  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.    They  have  only  alluded  to  him  so  far  as 
is  necessary  to  aid  in  the  making  out  of  their  case. 
They  have  not  traveled  out  of  the  record  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  his  private  affairs.    That 
has  not  been  resorted  to  out  of  a  House  €^  tvo 
hundred  and  forty-two   members,  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  various  feelings  and  politics,  except 
by  one  gentleman  who  has  gone  without  the  Tttiori 
to  investigate  the  private  relations  of  Mr.  Webfter . 
Now,  is  not  it  possible  that  he  may  be  mistaken  m 
his  own  motives  and  feelings  r    Did  not  it  occur  to 
him  that  this  debate  was  notsufliciently  8fHcy,aDd 
that  the  stimulus  of  a  little  hatred  ought  to  be 
thrown  in  *'to  make  the  mixture  slab  and  good?" 
Did  not  he,  as  the  debate  proceeded,  and  gentteman 
after  gentleman  arose  opposed  to  the  Aomioistra- 
tion,  treating  the  ouestion  upon  general  grotmds, 
and  particularly  when  that  letter  came  in  from  theie 
bankers  which  shows  they  only  made  three  and  t 
half  per  \cent.  upon  the  transaction,  including 
two  and  a  half  per  cent  received  for  the  loan  of 
their  own  funds  where  the  Greens  had  intended 
to  have  made  |175,000,  have  something  of  the 
feeling  of  a  lawyer  whose  client  unexpectedly 
settles  a  promismg  case  before  trial,  or  a  phy- 
sician whose  patient  gets  well   without  gi^i^ 
a  chance  for  any  expenditure  of  medicine?  It 
did  appear  to  me,  that  aAer  the  statement  of  those 
agents  was  received  and  read,  there  was  nothing 
left  for  the  rancor  of  the  most  rancorous  to  feed 
upon.    I  remember  that  an  English  historian  re- 
marks (very  unjustly,  I  think)  of  the  Puritani, 
that  they  were  opposed  to  the  practice  of  bear- 
bating,  not  because  it  was  cruel  to  the  ^***'*» 
but  bocause  it  was  pleasing  to  the  spectators;  and 
there  are  some,  possibly,  to  whom  a  CTeat  P'j™^ 
pie  does  not  seem  acceptable  or  lovely,  uniesi  it 
can  be  contorted  into  the  means  of  giving  p«jB 
or  torture — unless  there  can  be  a  wound  innictWt 
and  the  poisoned  knife  twisted  in  the  wound. 
And  we  find  a  niost  singular  combination  here. 
We  find  General  Green,  whose  controlling  reason 
for  hating  tbe  Secretary  of  State  was  tbe  Jo"^ 
these  profits,  linked  in  the  bands  of  common  ha- 
tred with  gentlemen  in  this  Hoase  to  whom,  m 
every  other  particular,  he  m  most  diainetricaJiy 
opposed.    Gentlemen  who,  in  their  political  asso- 
ciations, hate  each  other  roost  cordially,  are  i»«* 
brought  together  in  the  same  truckle-bed.   Al- 
though my  colleague  took  great  pains  to  "PJ*** 
Mr.  Green's  claim  from  the  general  merits  of  \m 
case,  still  this  case  is  brought  into  the  House  oy 
Green  »8  memorial ,  and  it  is  Green 's  memonal  ana 
Green's  views  which  constitute  the  l^w  oP9» 
which  this  controversy  has  been  carried  on.    up 
to  1848,  the  Ume  when  my  colleague  left  the  f  i»ua- 
delphia  ConvenUon  because  Mr.  Webrterwasn^ 
nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  an« 
because  General  Taylor  was— I  couple  tne  iw 
things— so  far  was  he  from  thinking  iW  of  jwr. 
Webster,  that  relations  of  strong  friwdship  w  ^ 
sisted  between  them,  and  he  considered  »«" 
proper  penwn  to  fill  the  highest  office  ;^«n.  ., 
oft  of  the  peorie.    What  hai  he  ^^  «•  "^^ 
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Xe  it  anything  more  than  a  renewal  of  what  was 
aatd  at  the  last  session?  What  is  there  in  it  new 
to  the  American  people?  Nothing.  It  is  an  inev- 
itable incident  to  greatness,  that  its  pangs  and 
struggles  are  as  bare  to  the  public  eye  as  its  ener- 
gies and  achievements.  There  is  not  a  m&n  who 
ooes  not  know  that  the  great  statesman  of  the 
country  is  as  indifierent  to  money  as  he  is  de- 
Toted  to  the  higher  cares  of  the  public  weal.  There 
Is  Dot  a  man,  perhaps,  (except  my  colleague  and 
some  of  those  who  think  with  him,)  who  does 
not  wish  that  the  order  which  reigns  m  that  vast 
understanding,  and  reduces  to  their  elements  the 
most  complicated  nacional  questions,  were  equally 
exemplified  in  every  detail  of  his  peieonal  expend- 
iture. But  it  is  not  a<y.  His  devotion  to  the  pub- 
lic has  left  him  neither  time  nor  disposition  to  take 
care  of  himself;  and  this  welUknown  fact  leaves  the 
question  simply  whether  the  public,  in  exigent 
crises,  shall  be  deprived  of  his  services,  or  whether 
friends  shall  aid  nim.  Nor  is  this  case,  however 
«em1,  a  rare  one.  If  the  views  of  my  colleague 
could  prevail,  neither  Burke,  nor  Pitt,  nor  Can- 
Bia^,  in  the  Old  World,  nor  I  think  Jeilerson,  or 
Madison,  or  Monroe  in  the  New,  but  would  have 
been  disqualified  by  their  poverty,  and  that  very 
onthrifl  which  devotion  to  great  thought  produces, 
from  lending  their  great  powers  to  t£eir  country's 


But  as  regards  the  facts:  My  colleague  has  said 
that  he  has  been  induced  to  speak  to-day  by  the 
fru:t  that  his  remarks  on  a  former  occasion  have 
been  misrepresented.  Two  years  ago,  in  this 
House*  he  deumed  that  not  merely  had  certain 
donations  been  made  to  Mr.  Webster,  but  that 
their  bein^  made  was  the  consideration  and  in- 
ducement in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Webster 
accepted  the  Secretaryship.  If  my  colleague  will 
look  at  the  Cengreadand  QMe  he  will  find  that  was 
Kis  statement. 

Mr.  ALiLEN,  (in  in  his  seat.)    I  say  so  now. 
Mr.  DAVIS.    He  says  so  now,  that  that  was 
the  object  for  which  these  subscriptions  were  made, 
and  that  Mr.  Webster  wa^  thus  induced  to  accept 
ibe  Secretaryship. 

My  coUea^e's  memory  failed  him  this  mom- 
nig.    He  said  he  had  not  thought  it  ¥rise  or  pru- 
dent to  set  himself  right   before  the  cx>untry, 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  or  to  correct 
misrepresentation  in  any  otner  place  than  here. 
Here  was  the  proper  place.   'That  sounded  manly, 
but  still  it  is  not  correct  in  point  of  &ct,  as  I  un- 
derstand.    Before  one  of  tne  trials  in   my  col- 
league's Congressional  district— -and  the  facts  I  am 
about  to  relate  led  to  the  writing  of  the  letter  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand«-^ere  was  a. political  meet- 
isg  held  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  in  reference  to 
his  election.    My  colleague  was  sick,  and  a  gen- 
deoaan  from  Boston,  Mr.  Dana,  a  man  of  nigh 
duLracto'aBd  standing,  belonging  to  my  colleague's 
oarty,  came  up  and  addressed  uiat  meeting.    As 
I  uiider8ttmd---and  my  colleague  can  correct  me  if 
I  am  wrong — this  gentleman,  before  he  went  to  that 
neeting^  had  a  personal  interview  with  my  col- 
league, at  which  it  was  arranged  and  understood 
wl»t  were  the  views  to  be  presented  as  regards 
this  matter. 
Mr.  ALLEN.    No. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Does  my  colleague  deny  that  he 
saw  Mr  Dana  just  before  that  meetine? 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  do  not  deny  that  I  had  an  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Dana. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  adt  my  colleague,  whether  he 
denies  that  at  this  interview  with  Mr.  Dana,  he 
talked  about  that  subject? 

Mr.  ALLEN  responded,  but  his  response  was 
not  beard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    No,  of  course  not.    I  knew  the 
fact,  upon  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  to  whom 
Mr.  Dana  himself  told  iu    He  told  that  gentleman 
that  he  bad  such  interview  with  my  colleague 
before  coming  to  that  meetihg.    At  that  interview 
you  stated  those  things  with  regard  to  this  trans- 
action, which  he  on  the  same  evenine  imbodied  in 
a  speech.    And  yet  my  colleague  has  said  this 
morning,  that  he  thooshtthis  House  was  the  true 
place,  and  did  not  think  it  proper  until  now  to  cor- 
rect the  alleged  mtsrepresentauons,  as  to  the  former 
debate  on  this  sul:^t.    Well,  Mr.  Dana  made 
certain  statements  about  this  matter,  and  under 
inycolleaeue''s  suggestions,  which  were  published 
in  017  colleague's  district,  and  which  must  have 
met  hit  eye,  although  he  says  he  has  not  thought 
proper  to  make  use  of  the  press  in  regard  to  mia 


matter,  in  answer  to  those  statements.  Franklin 
Haven,  of  Boston,  a  most  respectable  and  honor- 
able gentleman,  whose  word  would  be  implicitly 
taken  wherever  he  is  known,  published  a  letter, 
from  which  I  will  read  the  following  extract: 

BosTOM,  May  17, 1851. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Trantript: 

Sia :  I  saw  last  evenins,  for  tbe  first  time,  in  year  p^>er 
of  yesterday,a  speech  deuvered  April  5th,  at  Worcester,  by 
Richard  H.  Dana, Jr.,  Esq.,  containinf ,  among  other  things, 
some  statements  concenunc  myself  and  my  relations  with 
Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State,  to  which  I  desire  to  reply. 

I  am  aware  that,  in  a  cautiously-written  note,  dated  the 
12th  instant,  and  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser, Mr.  Dana  says,  on  the  subject  of  this  speech,  that 
**  the  exfre—ion$  therein  attributed  to  Mr.  Quincy  are  not 
correctly  reported,"  adding,  that  *'tbe  report  was  made 
without  his  knowledge,  and  published  without  having  been 
submitted  to  him,  and  without  his  authority."  He  does 
not,  however,  in  any  way  imply  that  he  did  not  say  in  *ii^~ 
stance  what  he  is  reported  to  have  said  at  Worcester ;  and 
US  the  speech  in  question  has.  I  am  told,  often  been  printed 
witliout  remonstrance  from  nim,  as  a  true  report,  since  it 
first  appeared  six  weeks  ago,  and  as  Mr.  Dana  has  not  seen 
fit  to  quality,  or  correct  any  pan  of  it  in  which  I  am  coo- 
eemed,  I  shall,  until  otiierwise  advised,  believe  that  no  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  him  in  these  particulars. 

Mr.  Dana  more  than  indorses  all  the  base  caJunmies  ut- 
tered in  the  Housa  of  Representatives  against  Mr.  Welnrter, 
by  Mr.  Charles  AUen,  on  the  95th  and  96th  of  February, 
for  which  I  was  subsequeiitiy  vouched  as  the  principal  au- 
thority.   He  says:  "I  consider  Judge  Allen  vjould  have 

*  required  justification  had  he  failed  to  tcAe  the  ground  that 

*  he  did  en  this  subject;  and  I  ask  if  it  is  not  the  duty  of 

*  every  man  who  sees  corruption  Ut  high  places  to  expose 
♦it?" 

This  calumny  was,  (as  your  readers  all  know^)  that  Mr. 
Webster  had  been  inauced  to  accept  the  place  of  Secretary 
of  State  in  consequence  of  money  paid,  or  promised  to  be 
paid,  to  himthwi  Boston  and  New  York,  and  that  tills  bar- 
gain was  proposed  by  Mr.  Webster  through  me,  and,  in  the 
result,  was  consummated  by  the  required  payment.  Such 
a  bari^ain  Mr.  Dana  calls  <*corruption  in  high  places:"  and 
it  would  be  so  </  it  had  bsennuide.  He  says,  too,  repeat- 
ing a/ler  Mr.  AUen,  and  speaking  of  tiie  oontract  for  the 
payment  of  the  Mexican  indemnity,  that  Mr.  Webster  was 
dependent  on  the  bankers  (Messrs.  Corcoran  it  Riggs)  **to 
wtiom  the  contract  was  given ;"  and  he  adds,  atterwards, 
that  Mr.  Webster  "  has  received  a  gift  fh>m  the  very  class 
of  men  concerned  in  this  contract  as  the  condition  of 
taking  the  office  of  Secreury  of  State ;  ^,000  from  New 
York  and  #19,000  (h>m  Boston." 

I  think  iJl  persons  who  know  me — as  Mr.  Dana  says  he 
does — <^  very  well,"  know  that  I  would  not  be  connected 
with  a  trausaction  so  discreditable  to  all  who  might  be  con- 
cerned in  it.  I  tbel  equally  sure  that  Mr.  Webster  would 
not,  ifor  would  the  honorable  men  who  subsequentiy  came 
forward  in  Boston,  and  did  what  they  thought  their  duty 
required  them  to  do  to  a  great  statesman,  who  had  made  a 
ereat  sacrifice  of  bis  pecuniary  interests  and  those  of  his 
uunily  to  the  service  of  his  country.  I  was  not  one  of  tiiese 
gentiemen ;  but  I  know  that  they  were  high-minded  men — 
most  of  them  retired  IVom  aflhirs,  and  litUe  concerned  in 
politics,  except  just  so  fiu  as  they  are  concerned  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Unioiff 

Mr.  Dana.  In  his  speech,  refers  to  the  letter  which  Mr. 
Webster  addressed  tn  roe  on  the  state  of  things  immediate- 
ly after  General  Taylor's  death.  He  had  uerefore  read 
that  letter,,  dated  July  IS.  1850;  and  i  suppose  he  must 
have  read  my  leUer.  fuhlished  with »/,  and  dated  March  11, 
1851.  The  letter  or  Mr.  Webster  written  before  the  funer- 
al of  President  Taylor,  and  tMfore  Mr.  Webster  or  any 
one  else  knew  who  would  be  nominated  by  Mr.  Fillmore 
as  Secretary  of  State,  contained  no  intimation  wliatever 
that  the  Department  of  State  would  be  oflercd  to  him,  but 
rather  tiie  reverse ;  and  yet,  except  the  subsequent  notice 
bytelegraph  of  the  mere  (kct»  of  hie  nomination  as  Secre- 
tary ami  acceptance  of  the  office,  this  letter  was,  prior  to 
the  time  of  his  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  DefMUtment, 
the  only  communication  I  received  either  directiy  or  in  • 
directiy  from  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  whole  subject  of 
the  Secretaryship.  I  said  so  in  my  letter,  and  I  now  add 
that  I  have  not  at  any  time  had  any  communication  with 
him  or  from  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  spontaneous  gift 
made  to  him  by  the  gentiemen  of  Boston,  ^c  character  of 
which  has  been  so  perverted  by  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Allen. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Dana  saw  the  letter,  and 
tiierefore  knew  perfectly  well  that  there  bad  not  been  any 
such  discreditable  bargain  as  he  described,  and  that  the 
statements  he  made  about  it  were  not  true. 

The  part  which  relates  to  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Cor- 
coran «  Ri^,  the  Washington  bankers,  and  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster, as  having  '<  received  a  gift  from  the  very  class  of  men 
concerned  in  this  contract  as  the  condition  of  his  taking  the 
ofllce  of  Secretary  of  State,"  is  also  untrue.  The  gift  so 
honorably  ofPtnd  by  men  or  high  sense  of  honor  in  Boston 
to  Mr.  Webster  was  not  ofibred  to  him  until  many  weeks 
after  he  had  become  Secretary  of  State.  Not  more  than 
two  of  the  persons  who  oflWred  It  to  him  could  in  any  way 
be  regarded  as  of  the  class  of  bankers,  or  concerned  in 
banking;  and  so  ftu*  flrom  his  " position  of  independence" 
being  alected  by  it,  as  Mr.  Dana  declares  it  was  and  is,  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Webster  does  not  to 
this  day  know  the  name  or  position  of  one  of  the  individuals 
who  have  thus  noMy  and  unostentatiously  expressed  to 
him  their  gratitude  for  bis  patriotic  services. 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN. 

I  was  struck  with  the  singular  vagueness  of  the 
gentleman's  expressions.  He  charged  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  with  undue  bias,  Ix^use  he  had 
received  favors  from  men  of  the  class,  by  the 
same  people,  in  the  same  street,  who  might  possi- 
bly have  the  same  occupation  and  profession  as 
the  bankers  who  had  received  this  contract.  I  do 
not  know  that  people  living  in  the  same  street,  or 


using  the  same  profession  or  occupation,  are  neces- 
sarily mich  sworn  friends,  that  an  obligation  con- 
ferred hy  the  one,  implies  a  necessity  of  return  to 
the  other.  It  requires  a  vivid  ima^:ination  to  pre- 
surne,  that  because  you  have  receivcNd  pecuniary 
obligation  from  a  gentleman  living  in  number  one, 
in  any  street,  you  will  therefore  feel  bound  to 
swerve  from  your  official  duties,  to  oblige  some 
of  the  gentlemen  living  in  number  two.  There 
is  nothin|:  in  the  accusation  which  demands  a  reply. 
If  there  is  anything  in  my  colleague's  position,  it 
is  this:  that  the  fact  that  Mr.  Webster  has  been 
embarrassed  in  his  pecuniary  aflfairs,  and  has  re- 
ceived pecuniary  favors,  would  disqualify  him  from 
serving  his  country  as  a  statesman.  Has  my  col- 
league been  so  much  more  fortunate  than  most 
other  men  as  to  have  utterly  escaped  such  embar- 
rassments? Has  the  black  ox  never  trode  on  his 
foot  ?  If  so,  I  congratulate  him  that  that  bitterest 
drop  has  never  been  added  to  his  cup  of  misery. 
But  if  it  should  be  true,  of  which  I  know  noth- 
ing, that  he,  too,  like  perhaps  the  majority  of 
mankind,  has  known  the  agoniesof  the  proud  man 
subjected  to  the  calls  of  the  imperious  creditor — 
if  he  too  has  <*  served  for  a  term  in  that  leprous 
armada  '*  of  debt,  entanglement,  and  evasion — 
and  if  in  happier  and  more  prosperous  hours,  he 
forgets  the  sunerings  of  earlier  years,  and  is  prompt 
to  urge  against  others  a  state  of  embarrassment  as 
a  reason  of  disqualification — why,  what  then?  It  is 
but  a  modern  illustration  of  the  savage  line  of  the 
Roman  annalist,  eo  immitsior  quia  toleravertUy  <*  all 
the  more  pitiless  because  he,  too,  had  suffered 
and  all  that  need  be  said  is,  that  the  people  among 
whom  he  lives  have  dealt  and  will  deal  with  him 
more  sparingly  and  kindly  than  he  is  inclined  to 
deal  with  others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  now  come  to  another  point  for 
the  consideration  of  the  committee.  It  appears  by 
the  report  of  the  debate  on  this  subject  m  the  last 
Congress,  that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Allen]  then  re- 
marked that  no  other  genUeman  except  himself  had 
thought  fit  to  bring  Mr.  Webster's  private  affairs 
before  the  notice  of  the  House.  The  inquiry  natu- 
rally occurs.  Why  was  it  that  nobody  else  thought 
fit  to  bring  these  facts  to  the  notice  of  the  House? 
Was  it  fear,  or  was  it  good  taste  and  decency  that 
prevented  others  from  touching  that  subject?  Was 
there  no  other  man  in  this  House  of  equal  courage 
and  force  as  my  colleague  ?^-and  in  aaying  this  I 
would  not  say  a  depreciating  word  of  my  col- 
league's courage  or  force.  What  was  the  rea- 
son that  HE  was  the  only  person  who  could  be 
found  to  bring  these  charges-*a  citizen  of  Massa- 
chusetts— a  former  neighbor,  fellow-citizen,  and 
friend  of  the  Secretary  of  State?  Are  we  not  thus 
led  to  the  consideration,  Vhether  there  is  notsome 
**  levell'd  malice,"  some  hatred  here?  When  my 
colleague  warns  the  House  not  to  attach  any  im- 
portance to  the  suggestions  of  political  bias,  and 
advises  them  to  consider  facts  alone,  without  ref- 
erence to  any  unpleasant  or  unfriendly  associa- 
tions, has  he  not  been  conscious  in  his  own  mind 
that  his  own  course  was  governed  by  the  very 
causes  against  the  influence  of  which  he  warned 
the  House  ? 

My  colleague  is  particularly  earnest  upon  the 
subject  of  corruptioii.  He  professes  extreme  fear 
of  corruption.  Now,  there  is  a  particular  piece 
of  corruption,  as  I  consider  it,  occurring  in  our 
own  State,  before  his  own  eyes — I  might  say  oc- 
curring at  his  own  instigation — ^that  I  think  his 
talents  and  force  might  be  more  profitably  directed 
against,  than  in  hunting  up  these  trumpery 
charges  against  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now, 
what  ar^  the  fiu;ts  ?  There  are  three  parties  in 
Massachusetts,  and  I  mean  to  brin^  this  matter 
close  home,  so  far  as  Mr.  Webster  is  concerned. 
There  is  the  Democratic  party,  which  in  terms,  in 
its  resolves,  indorses  those  measures  known 
as  the  comproniise  ineasures.  There  is  the  Free- 
Soil  party,  which  is  sustained  and  kept  up  by 
hatrea  to  the  compromise  measures,  including 
the  fugitive  slave  law.  There  is  the  Whig  party, 
which  I  take  it,  by  their  State  resolves,  without 
taking  perfectly  distinct  ground  upon  the  compro- 
mise measures*  still  take  perfectly  distinct  ground 
in  sustaining  Mr.  Webster.  Whatare  the  numbers 
of  these  parties?  The  number  of  Whig  votes  is 
64,000,  the  number  of  the  Democratic  votes  is 
43,000;  the  number  of  the  Free-Soil  28,000,  leaving 
the  Whigs  a  plurality,  which  any  where  else  would 
be  a  majority  of  21 4X)0  votes.  Ofthat  vastmajority 
of  Whigs  and  Democrats,  you  have  100,000  voters 
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against  28,000;  one  part  of  whom  sustain  the  com- 
promise measures  which  Mr.  Webster  advocated, 
and  the  other  part  of  whom,  judging  by  their  vote 
in  their  State  Convention,  sustain  Mr.  Webster, 
making,  as  1  said  before,  100,000  against  28,000. 
That  was  the  case  last  year.  Something  like  that 
was  the  case  the  year  before.  Well,  what  was 
the  result,  and  what  has  happened  in  that  State? 
Here  were  two  parties,  the  Democratic  and  Free- 
Soil  party,  directly  opposed  to  each  other  upon  a 
f  round  which  was  vital  to  the  existence  of  the 
'ree-Soil  party,  and  which  was  a  most  cardinal 
point  in  the  creed  of  the  Democratic  party.  Those 
parties  met  together  and  made  a  bargain.  The 
Free-Soil  party  united  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the 
most  talented  and  eloquent  man  who  could  be 
presented  from  the  Free^^il  ranks;  mv  colleague 
[Mr.  Allen]  always  excepted.  [Laughter.]  For 
whom  were  the  Democrats  in  Msissachusetts  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  war  with  Mexico  called  upon 
|o  vote?  For  a  gentleman  who  said,  when  Mr. 
Winthrop  voted  for  the  preamble  and  bill  giving 
■Uppiies  to  our  troops  in  Mexico,  **  that  Mr.  Win- 
^rop  ought  rather  to  allow  our  army  to  pass  be- 
tween the  Caudine  forks."  Now  I  am  not  much 
of  a  Latin  scholar,  but  I  understand  that  the 
Caudine  forks  do  not  differ  materially  from  the 
Alamo  butchery;  and  that  the  Caudine  forks  in 
^at  connection,  meant  that  Mr.  Winthrop  should 
have  left  the  American  throat  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  Mexican  knife. 

The  Democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  non-inter- 
vention as  regards  slavery  in  the  States  or  Terri- 
tories. They  were  called  upon  to  send  to  the 
United  States  Senate  for  six  yeeu-s  a  gentleman  who 
WM  in  favor  of  intervention  at  least  up  to  the  verge 
of  the  Constitution,  as  he  understood  it.  They 
send  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  a  gentle- 
man who  declared,  in  a  speech  to  be  found  m  one 
of  his  printed  volumes,  that  there  were  depths  of 
infkmy  as  well  as  heights  of  fame;  that  President 
Fillmore  has  sounded  the  former,  and  that  he  had 
better  never  have  been  bom,  than  to  have  signed  the 
Aigitive  slave  bill.  What  induced  the  Democratic 
^  party  to  do  this  ?  What,  I  say,  induced  the  Dem- 
ocrats to  do  this?  What  was  it?  Why,  and 
how  were  the  officers  of  the  State  put  up  like  mut- 
ton and  beef  in  the  shambles?  I  will  tell>  you 
bow.  The  leaders  of  the  two  parties  met  in  re- 
peated caucuses:  as  an  ultimate  result,  six  Coun- 
cillors, the  (Governor,  Lieutenant  Grovernor,  and 
an  United  States  Senator  for  nine  days,  were 

a'ven  to  the  Democrats,  while  three  Councillors, 
e  United  States  Senator,  and  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  some  other  make-weight  officer  went  to  the 
pree-Soil  party.  The  two  parties  higgled  and 
chaffered  aay  by  da)r,  and  night  by  ni^ht,  in 
long  and  heated  meetings,  as  to  the  distribution 
of  these  offices— each  be^ng  the  other  to  come 
up  to  the  price  of  its  putted  and  advertised  con- 
science and  patriotism !  Puffed ,  I  say — ad  vertised , 
t  say,  as  thoroughly  as  ever  were  Phillips's  fire 
annihilator,  or  Emerson's  razor  straps.  I  will 
do  them  the  justice,  however,  and  1  feel  bound  to 
say  that  there  was  no  trickery  in  one  respect — 
there  was  as  perfect  an  impartiality  of  treachery 
to  principle  on  eithar  side  as  can  be  expected 
from  the  weaknesses  and  imperfections  of  mortality. 
[Laughter .1  Such  a  scene  was  never  before  ex- 
hibited or  dreamed  of  in  this  country  as  was  ex- 
hibited in  old  Massachusetts;  the  leaders  of  two 
Whole  parties  broughtup  by  one  wide,  wild ,  wasting 
Aweep  of  the  offices  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  want  to  hear  what  the  gentleman  will  say 
about  this  great  crime  against  our  institutions, 
this  wholesale  corruption,  this  monstrous — I  had 
almost  said,  this  inexpiable  falsehood  to  con- 
science and  to  God,  to  the  heart  of  man,  and  to 
the  nature  of  things.  Where  was  the  gentleman 
then?  Where  was  he?  Was  he  attempting  to 
prevent  corruption  then?  Quite  the  reverse.  I 
understand  that  he  instigated  it;  that  he  favors  it; 
that  he  thinks  it  was  right.  Better  that  he  should 
eo  home  and  endeavor  to  undo  the  mischief  that 
ne  helped  to  do  there  than  come  here  and  as- 
sail Mr.  Webster.  There  is  one  point  in  this 
connection,  to  which  I  must  refer,  and  to  which  1 
hope  the  gentleman  will  give  an  explicit  reply.  I 
would  recall  to  the  gentleman's  memory  the  year 
1843,  when  he  and  myself  were  members  of  the 
same  party,  and  when  we  got  whipped,  although 
having,  as  we  supposed,  a  majority  in  the  Legisla- 
ture.   It  was  a  case  of  this  sort:  the  opposite 


party  got  hold  of  a  gentleman  named  Mr.  Bell,  of 
Montgomery,  and  induced  him  to  vote  with  them 
by  the  promise  of  a  commission  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  a  promise  of  a  loan 
of  J400  in  money.  [Laughter.]  At  that  time 
there  was  a  great  cry  of  indignation.  The  only 
question  was  whether  it  was  true,  and  no  liv- 
ing man  undertook  to  daim  that  such  things 
were  right.  The  gentleman  himself  would  have 
eonsidered  at  that  time  that  it  was  an  outrageous 
proceeding.  Where  does  the  gentleman  find  the 
distinction  between  that  case  and  the  Massachu- 
setts coalition  of  1850  and  1851  ?  Does  the  suit 
of  clothes  constitute  the  difference  ?  Is  it  the  com- 
mission as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he  actual- 
ly got,  whicn  makes  the  distinction?  Here,  in 
the  corruption  which  the  gentleman  aided,  and  by 
virtue  of  which  he  holds  his  seat,  it  was  not  one 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  five  hundred  justices, 
who  were  bought  in  open  inarket.  It  was  a  clean 
sweep  of  governorship,  attorneyships,  sherif&Uies 
— in  short,  of  everything  that  Hatters  the  pride  and 
ambition  of  man;  and  it  was  all  to  be  given,  pro- 
vided the  leaders  of  the  two  parties  would  fall  down 
and  worship  the  golden  calf  of  coalition.  I  wait 
anxiously  for  my  colleague  to  point  out  to  me  the 
distinction  between  the  ethics  of  the  Bell  purchase 
and  the  ethics  of  the  coalition  purchase. 

I  think  it  is  Milton  who  says  of  the  wars  of'the 
Heptarchy  that  at  tliis  distance  of  time  it  is  as 
difficult  to  understand  their  obiects  and  motives 
as  it  would  be  to  understand  the  objects  and 
motives  of  the  fights  between  crows  and  kites. 
And  it  would  be  equally  difficult  for  anybody  at 
a  distance  from  Massachusetts  to  explain---by 
the  aid  of  the  reason  which  God  has  given  him — 
precisely  how  it  was  that  two  parties  that  occu- 
pied such  exactly  opposite  ground  upon  the  com- 
promise question,  could  be  brought  up  to  the 
mark — the  one  to  help  to  send  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  tor  six  years,  a  man  who 
would  during  that  long  period  profess  and  en- 
force with  his  whole  power,  doctrines  which 
they  regarded  as  denationalizing  and  disorgan- 
izing; and  the  other  to  lend  its  infii^ence  to  put 
into  power  in  the  State  offices  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  a  set  of  men  utterly  and 
entirely  opposed  to  them  in  all  thosepoints  which 
they  professed  to  think  most  essential.  Well,  I 
will  tell  you  how  it  was.  It  was  party  hatred,  and 
that  party  hatred  leveled  against  the  man  whom 
we  have  heard  vilified  to-day.  Nothing  else  but 
that  could,  I  am  sure,  have  induca^  the  Free-Soil 
party  of  Massachusetts  to  take  the  course  they 
did.  From  the  Boston  CcmmonweuUhf  which  is 
the  organ  of  the  Free-Soil  party — and  it  is  my 
practice  to  read  the  papers  of  the  other  side  more 
than  my  own,  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  my  own 
are  always  ri^ht — from  the  Boston  VommonweaUh, 
the  organ  of  Uie  Free-Soil  party,  I  clip  the  follow- 
ing, TKmich  was  the  rallying  cry  for  the  last  cam- 
paign* in  the  year  of  our  L^rd  1851: 

**  In  the  next  place  there  most  be  union  and  srroVr, 
coKriDKNCB  and  CONCESSION.  No  concession  of  principle, 
(br  none  is  required.  To  our  Free-Soil  fHends  we  say — 
now  that  wc  wiith  to  rebuke  Daniel  VTebsteTf  to  mstain 
Charles  Sumner^  and  to  sfainp  upon  the  fugitive  $lave  lawj 
Usjramers  and  apologiats.  Ike  seal  of  popular  reprobation, 
the  Democrat  who  is  furttie.n  fVoin  us  is  nearer  tlian  any 
Whig  can  be.  To  our  Democratic  fViend*  wc  say— now 
that  you  wish  to  ttutain  Governor  Boutwelly  to  retain  the 
Stale  •^dmin^traHoftfto  praerve  and  to  perfect  the  reforms 
80  auitpiciously  commenced  last  winter,  the  Free-Soiler 
that  is  furthest  (Vom  you  is  nearer  than  any  Whig  can  be. 
Let  the  spirit  animate  the  allied  forces,  and  victor}'  is  sure." 

And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  way  they 
whipped  us.  Oh,  glorious  defeat!  Oh,  destruc- 
tive and  abortive  triumph !  Need  I  say,  that  I 
would  rather  be  defeatect  fifty  times  in  tnat  way, 
than  have  one  such  success. 

Mr.  VENABLE.    So  had  I. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  But  we  are  up  within  seven 
thousand  of  them.  We  stand  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der, and  though  outnumbered,  I  can  tell  my  col- 
league we  are  not  by  any  means  subdued.  I  "will 
state  another  striking  fact  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  It  is  well  known  that  two  years  ago,  be- 
fore the  election  of  the  present  Free^il  IT nited 
States  Senator,  and  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Bout- 
well,  the  Democratic  Governor,  there  were  some 
twenty  or  thirty  Democratic  members  of  the  House 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Sumner. 
What  did  the  Free-Soil  paper  do  then  ?  It  came 
out  the  very  next  morning  after  the  first  failure  to 
elect,  and  said  that  Governor  Boutwell  must  not 
I  make  any  changes  or  appointments  to  office  until 


the  United  States  Senatorship  was  disposed  of. 
That  paper  well  understood  its  men.  TTierc  was 
the  greatest  state  of  excitement  and  the  most  anx- 
ious expectation  until  that  matter  was  arranged, 
and  the  doors  of  the  treasury  were  thrown  open 
to  the  hungry.  I  remember  an  engraving  after 
Landseer,  m  which  a  number  of  very  bunny- 
looking  dogs  are  squatting  or  standing  on  then-  nind 
legs,  with  watering  mouths  and  terrible  anxiety  in 
their  eyes,  watching  a  meat-tray  over  which  a  very 
!  portly-looking  dog  is  keeping  guard.  [Laughter.] 
There  is  a  frightful  similarity  oetween  the  physi- 
ognomical effects  of  the  animal  ravenousness  and 
geed  represented  in  the  picture,  and  the  efiecte  of 
the  same  passions  upon  a  human  subject  An 
English  poet  has  well  said : 

"  So,  when  *  dog's  meat'  re^cboes  throu; h  the  strceb, 
Rush  sympathetic  dogs  ftrom  their  retreats, 
Beam  with  brigiii  blaze  their  supplicating  eye*. 
Sink  their  bind  legs,  ascend  their  joytol  criea; 
Each,  wild  wiUi  hope,  and  maddening  to  prevail, 
Points  the  pleased  car  and  wage  the  expectant  tail/' 

Well,  there  was  something  of  that  sort  seen  is 
Massachusetts.     The  pottage  was  savory,  Esaa 
was  hungry,  and  the  birthrij^t  and  all  went. 
[Laughter.]    What,  then ,  is  the  state  of  the  case ) 
Why,  that  these  twenty Hsix  thousand  voters,  con- 
centrating their  resentment,  and  leveling  their  im- 
itation thimderbolta  at  one  grey,  historic  bead, 
making  that  their  chief  and  leading  object,  vd 
sacrificing  every  principle  for  the  purpose  of  venting 
tlieir  rage  on  that  ^eat  man,  have  succeeded,  bj 
moves  on  the  pohtical  chess-board,  in  caudiga 
surface  expression  of  a  state  of  senthnent  vastly 
dififerent  from  the  state  of  sentiment  which  actuallj 
exists  in  Massachusetts.     Why  this  rage  agaioii 
the  Secretary  of  State?    Because  they  choose  t* 
sav  that  he  has  been  false  to  the  North .    Upon  tliat 
suoject,  on  some  proper  occasion,  and  on  some 
early  occasion,  I  shall  have  something  to  mj.   U 
is  not  now  the  time  to  speak  of  his  course  of  poticy. 
My  object  is  accomplished  at  this  time  in  pointing 
out  why  it  was  that  my  colleague  supposed  that 
his  course  in  relation  to  this  matter  would  be  re- 
garded with  suspicion  .bv  the  House.    For  wiiat 
Mr.  Webster  has  suffered — if  he  has  sufTered  any- 
thing^— I  do  not  suggest  that  he  has  any  specific 
claim  on  any  section  of  country,  for  I  do  not  tiiink 
myself,  that  he  was  influenced  in  his  course  by 
regard  to  one  section  more  than  another. 

What  he  did,  whether  ri^t  or  not  in  all  its  de- 
tails, was,  in  my  judgment,  the  fruit  and  result  of 
the  intense,  glowing,  passionate  nationality  which 
is  enffrained  in  the  man,  and  whidi  would  lead 
him,  I  think,  to  endeavor,  at  whatever  personal 
cost,  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  every  section;  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
truly  said,  that  his  career,  from  the  aoondance  of 
his  vital  force,  and  the  pronounced ,  individual  Quali- 
ties of  his  character,  more  forcibly  than  that  or  any 
other  statesman  of  the  time,  illustrates  the  saying* 
that  in  appljring  principles  to  the  charing  nffian 
of  life,  the  man  who  is  true  to  his  idea  must  often 
submit  to  the  risk  of  being  deemed  inconsistent 
in  his  measures. 

I  cannot  tell,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  miM^h  thii 
sort  of  assault  which  we  have  heard  to-day,  is  cal- 
culated to  injure  Mr.  Webster.  If  I  can  Judge 
from  the  experience  of  the  past,  from  the  feelinq: 
which  I  see  expressed  in  the  faces  about  me,  or 
from  tlie  emotions  of  my  own  heart,  I  should  say 
not  much.  However  this  may  be,  I  comfort  mv*- 
self  with  the  thought,  that  the  man  dies,  but  the 
cause  lives;  whatever  he  has  done,  suffered,  and 
achieved,  will  live  long  aAerhim  in  the  annals  and 
Tories  of  his  country;  as  the  spreading  tree  bears 
testimony  through  its  thousand  burly  arms, 
clothed  with  the  fruits  and  leaves  of  a  thonsand 
years,  to  the  care  which  nourished  its  early  growth. 

I  believe  that,  on  the  whole,  though  there  are 
some  matters  into  which  I  would  have  liked  to  have 
gone  more  fully,  I  have  touched  upon  those  topka 
which  I  intended  to  have  touched  when  I  be^n 
to  address  this  committee.    I  have  this  comfort, 
at  least — and  it  is  a  comfort  not  to  be  for^tterti^ 
the  pleasure  of  feeling,  that,  however  maptJyj 
however  bunglin^ly  or  clumsily  I  have  exprcsaed 
the  sentiments  which  1  have  uttered,  yet  the  powj 
of  one  hundred  thousand  men  of  Massachoaettj 
will  keep  even  beat  with  mine  in  this  matter,  ajjo 
that  the  hearts  of  the  people  will  more  than  sappfT 
any  inadeqiwcy  of  expression  on  tny  par^- 

Mr.  MEADE  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way 
to 
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Mr.  CLINGMAN,  who  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  ChoirmanfMr. 
JoNSSj  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  under  consider* 
ation  the  state  of  the  Union  genendly,  and  partic- 
ularly House  bill  No.  46,  providing  for  carrying 
into  execution  in  further  part  the  twelfth  article  of 
the  treaty  concluded  with  Mexico  at  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  but  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.     

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion,  in  order  to  allow  the 
Speaker  to  present  to  the  House  a  comjpnunication 
from  the  President. 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  will  withdraw  the. motion. 

THJ2  MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  ask  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  permit  the  communication  from  the 
President  pow  lying  upon  the  Speaker's  table  to 
be  read. 

[Cries  of  «♦  Read  it!"  "Readit!'T 
There  being  no  objection,  the  following  commu- 
nication was  then  md  by  the  Clerk,  viz: 

To  ihe  Howe  </  RepresentaHven: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
lod  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  upon 
the  subject  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTes  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  Mexican 
iodemnity.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washington,  January  23, 1852. 

Several  Members.  Read  the  documents  from 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  be^  leave  to  suggest  that  these 
communications  wiH  all  be  published  in  the  Globe 
to-morrow  memine,  so  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  their  being  read  now.  I  move  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  be  printed. 

The  question  was  put,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

\The  following  are  the  documents  enclosed  in 
t^  message  of  the  President : 
T«I1k  President  <i(f  Ae  UnUed  StaUs: 

I  oQfnmuinicate  to  you,  a  resolution  which  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  yesterday,  request- 
wg  me  to  transmit  to  that  House  **copies  of  the 
'  notes  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by 

*  theMexican  Minister,  M.  Dela  Rosa,  (on  the  sub- 

*  jectof  the  payment  of  the  Mexican  indemnity,) 

*  m  the  months  of  February  and  March  last;  to- 

*  gether  with  a  statement  of  any  information  in 
'  relation  to  the  same  matter  whick  may  have  been 

*  verbally  communicated  to  his  Department  by  the 
'  Mexican  Minister,  in  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the 
'Mexican  GK)ferxunent  as  to  the  paymeni^of  the 

*  money  here^  and  a  statement  of  the  terms  upon 

*  which  it  WM  willing  to  receive  it."  It  is  cus- 
tomary for  such  requests  to  be  addressed  to.the 
IWoent,  and  for  the  answer  to  be  left  subject  to 
hit  discretion.  The  departure  from  usage  m  this 
case  was  probably  the  result  of  aecident  or  haste. 
1  know  no  objecuon  to  trcmsmitting  to  the  House 
a  copy  of  Mr.  De  la  Rosa's  notes,  but  I  think  it 
proper  that  it  should  be  done  by  your  authority. 
ill  the  notes  called  for  by  the  resolution  are  here- 
with laid  before  you;  and,  also,  in  order  that  the 
subject  may  be  properly  understood,  the  note  of 
this  Departn^nt  to  Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  of  the  21st  of 
February  last. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state,  even  if  it  were 
proper,  what  conversation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Dela  Rosa  and  myself  on  the  subject. 
RespectfuUy  submitted, 

DAN'L  WEBSTER. 
Department  of  State, 
WisuufOTON,  January  23, 1652. 

Mr,  De  la  Rata  to  Mr,  Webtttr. 

«  [translation.] 
Mexican  Legation,  Washington,  ) 

FtbruarySd,  1851.  J 
The  undersigned,  Envoy  ExtraoHinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  ofthe  Republic  or  Mex- 
ico, has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  makinjg 
known  to  him  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  his 
Government  to  inform  that  of  the  United  States 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Forstall  has 
•dTSDced  a  sum  iy(  (400,000  to  Mexico,  which, 


according  to  agreement,  must  be  retiurned  in  full 
to  him  when  the  next  installment  of  the  indemnity 
whicb  the  United  States  are  paying  to  Mexico  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  Guadiuupc  shall  be- 
come due.  The  undersigned  incloses  herewith  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  a  copy  of  the  note  he  has 
received  from  his  Grovernment  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  marked  No.  1.  The  undersigned  b^ 
also  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the 
aforesaid  Mr.  Forstall  has  further  advanced,  on 
the  same  terms,  another  sum  of  |^150,000  to  the 
Mexican  Government,  as  it  is  shown  by  copy  No. 
2,  and  another  sum  of  $100,000,  as  it  appears 
from  the  note  marked  No.  3,  a  literal  copy  of 
which  he  incloses  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  And 
although  it  is  stated  in  the  memorandum  of  this 
last  note,  that  the  sum  advanced  is  |200,000,  the 
undersigned  believes  that  this  amount  was  insert- 
ed through  a  mistake,  and  that  the  sum  advanced 
is  only  $100,000,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  respective 
certificates,  which  the  General  Treasury  of  Ivf  exico 
has  no  doubt  ^ven  to  the  party  interested. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assur- 
ances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

LUIS.DE  LA  ROSA. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

^TRANSLATION.] 

No.  1. 
Department  pf  Interior  and  Fbreign  Relations — «A/b. 
132 — Fbur  htmdred  thousand  dollars  qf  tlie  indem- 
nity— Duplicate, 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  ) 
December  14,  1850.     J 
Most  excellent  Sir:  In  a  note  dated  yester- 
day, the  Minister  of  Finances  has  communicated 
to  me  the  following: 
*<Mo8T  EXCELLENT  Sir:  His  Excellency  the 

*  President  has  requested  that  I  would  wnle  to 
<  your  Excellency,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  do- 
'  mg,  in  order  that,  conformabhr  to  the  agreement 
'  contained  in  the  certificate  of  rourhundml  thou- 

*  sand  dollars,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  Ed- 

*  mund  J.  Forstall,  in  virtue  of  the  contract  en- 

*  tered  into  by  him  with  t^e  Government  on  the 
'  11th  instant,  in  advancing  the  aforesaid  sum, 

*  that  the  Ame  would  be  refunded  in  full  to  him, 
'  on  the  payment  of  the  next  installment  of  the 

*  indemnity  due  from  the  United  States.    Your 

*  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  apprise  that  Gov- 

*  emment  of  the  fact  accordingly,  per  original, 

*  duplicate,  triplicate,  and  quadruplicate.    And  I 

*  hereby  send  a  copy  of  these  instructions  to  your 

*  Excellency,  in  order  that  the  orders  contained 

*  therein  may  be  carried  out. 

"God  and  Liberty.  LACUNRA. 

"  To  His  ExceHeney  the  Minister  Plenipotenliary 
W  Ihe  United  States  qf  Mexico  in  WaOtington,*' 

{translation.] 
No  2. 
Department  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations— Du- 
plicate— M,  133,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  qfthe  indemmty. 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  } 
December  20, 1850.     ) 
Most  akcellent  Sir:  In  a  note  dated  the  llth 
instant,  the  Minister  of  Finances  writes  to  me  as 
follows: 

"Most  excellent  Sir:   His  Excellency  the 
'President  has  requested  that  I  would  write  to 

*  your  Excellency,  which  I  have  the  honor  of 

*  doing,  in  order  that,  conformably  to  Uie  stipu- 

*  lations  contained  in  the  certificate  of  one  hundred 

*  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  has  been  for- 

*  warded  to  Edmund  J.  Forstall,  in  virtue  of  the 

*  contract  entered  into  by  him  with  the  Grovem- 

*  ment  on  the  14th  instant,  in  advancing  the  afore- 
*8aid  sum,  that  the  same  would  be  refunded  in 

*  full  to  him  on  the  payment  of  the  next  install- 

*  ment  of  the  indemmty  due  from  the  United  States. 
'  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  apprise  that 
•Government  ofthe  fact  accordingly,  per  original, 
'duplicate,  triplicate,  and  quadruplicate;  imd  I 

*  have  the  honor  of  enclosings  copy  of  said  orders 

*  accordingly,  in  order  that  your  Excellency  may 

*  be  pleasd  to  give  that  Government  notice  of  the 

"  God  and  liberty.  LACUNRA. 

**  To  His  Excellency  the  Mnister  PlenipoUntuuif 

ofthe  Mexican  Republic  in  Wash^igion,'* 


[translation.] 
No.  3. 
Department  (^  Interior  and  Foreign  Retations'-JN'o. 
134. — Duplicate  advance  qftwo  hundred  thousand 
dollars  qfthe  indemnity 

National  Palace,  Mexico,  ) 
December  28,  1850.      ] 
Most  excellent  Sir:    In  a  note,  dated  the 
27th  of  December,  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of 
Finances  writes  to  rae  as  follows: 

**  Most  excellent  Sir:  His  Excellency  Uie 
'  Presidint  has  re<|uested  that  I  would  make  the 

*  present  communication  to  your  Excellency,  in 

*  order  that,  conformably  to  the  agreement  con- 

*  tained  in  the  certificate  of  one  hundred  thousand 

*  doUars,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  Eldward  J. 
f  Forstall,  in  virtue  of  the  contract  entered  into  by 

*  him  with  the  Grovernment  on  the  23d  instant,  m 

*  advancing  the  aforesaid  sum,  that  the  same  would 

*  be  refunded  in  full  to  him  on  the  payment  of  the 
'  next  installment  of  the  indemnity  due  from  the 

*  United  States.   Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 

*  to  give  that  Government  proper  notice  of  the  fact 

*  per  original,  duplicate,  triphcatCr  and  quadrupli- 

*  cate.    And  in  order  that  your  Excellency  may 

*  give  said  Government  the  required  notice,  I  have 

*  the  honor  of  transcribing  them  to  you,  with  the 
<  renewed  expression  of  my  consideration. 

"  God  and  liberty.  LACUNRA. 

«<  To  ^Rs  Exeeltency  the  Minister  PknipotenHary 

qf  the  Mexican  Republic  in  frashington.** 

Mr,  de  la  Rosa  to  Mr.  Webster, 

[translation.] 

Mexican  Legation,  ) 
WA9HiNa«ON,  Pdnruary  17, 1851.      ] 

The  undersigned,  EInvoy  Extraordinary  -and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of  M ex* 
ico,  has  the  honor  of  addressing  nimself  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  ^te  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  him  that  it  is  with 
regret  he  finds  binaself  compelled  to  occupy  once 
more,  the  attention  of  the  said  Secretary  on  the 
subject  of  certain  drafts  which  have  been  remitted 
by  the  Mexican  Government  upon  that  of  the 
United  States.  This  subject  is  connected  with  the 
contract  of  Mr.  Marks  with  the  Government  of 
the  undersigned,  for  raising  funds  upon  the  mort- 
gage ofthe  mdemnity  vrhion  the  United  States  are 
paying  to  Mexico. 

The  oflicial  communication  which  the  under- 
signed has  just  received  from  the  aforesaid  Mr. 
Marks,  in  which  he  speaks  of  a  claim  for  indem- 
nification, which  he  believes  himself  entitled  to 
present  against  Mexico,  and  the  duty  which  de- 
volves on  the  undersigned,  to  avoid  the  prevention 
of  such  claim,  have  reduced  him  to  the  necessity 
of  treating  once  more  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  this  disagreeable  subject. 

With  this  object  in  view,  the  undersigned  thinks 
it  proper  to  imbody  certain  facts  in  this  ofilicial 
note: 

Before  being  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  Bfiade  a  contract  for  the 
payment  of  the  funds  of  the  indemnity,  the  Mexi- 
can Gt)vemment  had,  on  its  part,  entered  into 
another  contract  with  D.  Isaac  U.  Marks,  relative 
to  the  same  payment,  and  had  directed  the  under- 
signed to  endeavor  to  pro<^re  from  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  the  acceptance  of  the 
drafts  which  had  been  remitted,  for  the  payment 
of  said  indemnity,  which  payments  were  to  take 
place  at  the  various  times  stipulated  to  that  effect 
m  the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  unaersi^ed  had  begun  to  negotiate  ver- 
bally with  tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  accept- 
ance of  said  drafts  when  he  received  a  note  from, 
his  Grovernment,  in  which  he  was  told  that  in  case 
the  Secretary  of  State  should  already  have  been 
compromised  in  favor  of  any  contract,  not  to  offer 
any  opposition  on  the  part  of  this  lotion  to  any 
arrangement  which  the  Secretary  of  State  might 
have  made — not  at  least  in  shch  a  manner  as  td 

five  any  ground  of  offence  by  such  opposition — 
ut  to  persist  in  the  mode  which  he  thought  most 
prudent  in  asking  for  the  acceptance  of  the  drafts, 
as  this  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  interests  of 
Mexico.  The  undersigned  then  spoke  again  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  about  the  importauce  which 
his  Government  placed  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
drafts,  and  endeavored  to  convince  him  of  the  fact 
that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  would  not 
sufiTer  on  account  of  this  acceptance. 
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The  undersigned  remembers  that  id  these  inter- 
▼iewa  somethmg  was  said — the  connection  of 
things  rendertng  such  allusions  indispensable — 
about  the  contract  with  Mr.  Marks;  but  the  un- 
dersigned did  not  persist  in  going  very  deeply  into 
this  matter,  for  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary,  at 
any  time,  to  make  known  the  object  of  the  Mexi- 
can Grovemment  for  desiring  the  acceptance  of  the 
drafts. 

While  this  was  passing,  the  Secretary  of  State 
said  to  the  undersi^'ned,  that  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve ihat  this  legation  must  have  receivAl  certain 
communications  from  the  Mexican  Government, 
of  which  the  Department  of  State  ought  to  have 
been  informed.  The  undersigned  mereljr  remarked, 
that  he  had  not  received  the  communications  al- 
luded to,  but  that  as  soon  as  they  reached  him  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  be  maoe  acquainted  with 
clieir  contents.  On  the  following  day  he  received 
from  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs  a  duplicate  of  the 
communications  referred  to.  The  undersigned 
gave  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  literal  copy  of  the 
same.  As  these  communications  do  not  inform 
the  undersigned  that  the  Government  of  Mexico 
had  annullS  the  contract  which  it  had  made  with 
Mr.  Marks,  nor  direct  him  positively  to  desist 
from  negotiating  the  acceptance  of  the  drafts,  he 
was  compelled  to  beheve,  and  he  still  believes,  that 
although  the  Government  of  Mexico  thinks  it  a 
difficult  matter  for  Marks  to  carry  his  contract  into 
operation,  it  does  not  consider  it  as  annulled,  and 
is  always  disposed  to  fulfill  the  same,  as  far  as 
practicable,  in  the  same  ^od  faith  with  which  it 
stipulated  it  from  the  beginning. 

The  undersigned  may  have  forgotten  some  of 
the  circumstances  which  may  have  transpired 
durinff  his  interviews  with  the  Secretary  of  State; 
he  beheves,  however,  that  he  has  herein  laid  down 
all  the  most  important  facts  that  have  occurred  up 
to  the  day  when  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
received  the  information  communicated  through 
the  Secretary  of  State 

The  undersijgned  begs  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Maries's  official  communication.  From  it  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  perceive  that  a  very  heavy 
claim  may  probably  be  brought  against  Mexico; 
and  although,  up  to  the  present  moment,  said  claim 
would  be  unfounded,  jet  it  might  assume  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  just  claim,  if,  by  his  silence  on  this 
occasion,  the  Mexican  Minister  were  to  induce 
the  belief  that  he  had  in  any  way  opposed  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  Mr.  Marks 's  proceedings,  before 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  car- 
rying his  contract  into  effect.  It  is  not  the  prov- 
ince of  the  undersigned  to  pass  any  opinion  upon 
Mr.  Marks 's  pretensions;  it  behooves  not  him 
either  to  support  or  to  oppose  them  before  the 
Senate. 

As  it  was  Mr.  Marks,  and  not  the  Government 
of  Mexico,  who  assumed  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
curing the  acceptance  of  the  drafts  on  the  part  of 
the  Gk>yernment  of  the  United  States,  and  as  the 
undersigned  has  moreover  received,  on  this  day, 
fVesh  instructions  from  his  Government,  dated  De- 
cember 30th,  in  which  he  is  directed  not  to  press 
the  acceptance  of  the  drafts  if,  in  his  opinion,  the 
abandonment  of  that  object  should  be  necessary  in 
order  to  preserve  the  relations  of  friendship  and 
eood  understanding  which  happily  exist  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  the  undersigned 
desists  entirely  from  pursuing  said  negotiations 
any  further. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  renew  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assur- 
ances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

LUIS  DE  LA  ROSA. 
The  Hon.  Danibl  Webster,  &c.,  &c. 

To  H.  E.  Don  Luis  De  la  Rosa, 

£.  E,  and  Jtf.  P.  t^lht  Jdexiean  RqmbUc: 
Most  excellent  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  reply 
of  Mr.  Webster  to  the  resolution  of  inquiry  of  the 
Senate,  calling  upon  the  President  for  all  the  in- 
formation communicated  by  your  Excellency  in 
relation  to  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  contract  made  with  me  by  that  Gover»- 
ment,  and  the  wishes  of  the  Mexican  Government 
in  relation  thereto.  Your  Excellency  informed  me 
by  your  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  that  you  had  had 
several  conferences  with  Mr.  Webster  in  rela- 
tion to  my  contract,  and  referred  the  Senate  of  the 


United  States  to  Mr.  Webster  for  the  information, 
which  you  had  communicated  to  him  in  relation  to 
this  subject. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  that  Mr.  Webster,  in 
his  reply  to  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  based  on 
your  said  note  to  me  of  the  30th  ultimo,  has  said 
that  your  Excellency  has  made  no  communication 
to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  drafts  or  contract.  I  have,  therefore,  to  re- 
ouest  that  your  Excellency  will  at  once  present 
the  drafts  for  acceptance,  and  communicate  to  this 
Government  the  wishes  of  your  Government  in 
this  matter,  or  that  you  will  inform  me  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  conference  which  you  have  had  with 
Mr.  Webster  in  relation  thereto. 

I  have  again  to  inform  your  Elxcellency  that  all 
that  is  necessary  to  obtam  the  acceptance  of  the 
drafts,  is  that  your  Excellency  will  communicate 
the  wishes  of  your  Government,  and  that  if  such 
notice  is  not  given  and  the  drafts  not  presented  by 
you  officially,  1  will  sustain  great  loss  and  injury, 
tor  which  the  Mexican  GK>vernment  will  be  bound 
in  good  faith  to  indemnify  me. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  I.  D.  MARKS. 

Washington,  February  17, 1851. 

Jtfr.  WebiUr  to  Mr.  de  la  Ro$m. 

Department  or  State,  ) 
Washington,  February  21,  1851.  ) 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  of  the  17th  instant,  addressed 
to  him  by  Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  E^voy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Re- 

Eublic.  That  communication  appears  to  have 
een  suggested  by  what  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  calls  in^ 
formation  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  by  the  undersigned.  This  Depart- 
ment has  communicated  no  such  information. 
The  Senate,  by  a  resolution  of  the  l(Hh  instant, 
requested  from  the  President  all  the  information 
communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  relative 
to  certain  drafts  drawn  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
presumed  that  in  aaoptine  this  resolution,  the 
Senate  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  President  might 
have  such  information,  and  had  that  been  the  case, 
the  request  would  probably  have  been  complied 
with.  But  as  the  President  had  received  no  such 
information  from  Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  he  referred  the 
resolution  to  this  Department,  with  directions  to 
the  undersigned  to  report  thereon.  The  under- 
signed reported  accordingly,  that  no  information, 
such  as  tae  resolution  called  for,  was  in  this  De- 
partment. The  President  transmitted  this  report 
to  the  Senate,  with  a  message  to  that  body. 

The  undersigned  flattered  himself,  that  after  the 
expression  of  the  sentiments  of  this  Government, 
contained  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  De 
la  Rosa,  of  the  15th  February,  1849,  Mr.  De  la 
Rosa  would  have  abstained  from  making  a  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  either  House  of  Congress, 
a  subject  of  diplomatic  representation.  He  has, 
however,  thought  proper  to  adopt  a  different 
course,  and  although  the  undersigned,  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  might, 
without  disrespect  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
decline  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  such  a  topic, 
he  is  willing,  upon  the  present  occasion,  to  waive 
any  aopeal  to  forms,  lest  his  silence  mif  ht  lead  to 
the  inference  that  there  is  something  substantial  in 
Mr.  De  la  Rosa's  note,  which  requires  an  explana- 
tion or  reply,  such  as  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
given.  That  note  is  principally  occupied  with  a 
statement  of  oral  communicaUons  made  to  the 
undersiffued  by  Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  relative  to  drafts 
of  the  Mexican  GK>vemment  upon  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned  will  not 
deny  that  that  statement  may  be  substantially 
correct.  As  he  has  preserved  no  memorandum 
of  the  conferences,  he  is  willing  to  impute  any  in- 
accuracies to  the  fact,  that  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  spoke 
to  him  through  an  interpreter.  The  undersigned, 
however,  is  confident  that  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  said 
nothing  respecting  a  contract  between  the  Mexi- 
can Government  and  any  individual,  and  he  is 
S leased  to  see  that  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  himself  is 
oubtful  upon  this  point.  Mr.  De  la  Rosa's  pur- 
pose seemed  to  be  to  bring  about  an  acceptance 
Dv  this  Government  of  the  drafts  referred  to. 
The  transaction  thus  sought  to  be  effected,  seemed 
to  the  undersigned  so  irr^gukir,  that  he  promptly 


declined  to  have  any  agency  in  gratifying  Mr.  De 
la  Rosa's  wish.  In  adopting  this  course,  the  un- 
dersigned was  actuated  by  the  considerations,  that 
he  could  find  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  authorizing  the  Mexican 
Government  to  draw  bills  on  the  xreasury  of  the 
United  States,  or  authorizing  that  Department  to 
accept  or  to  pay  them.  It  seemed  to  nim  that  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  the  two  Govemmenti 
in  regard  to  the  indemnity  due  under  that  treaty, 
and  the  mode  of  paying  it,  were  well  defined  in 
the  treaty  itself;  tnat  if  Mexico  desired  a  change 
in  that  respect,  she  was  bound  to  ask  for  it  ia  t 
proper  manner  through  her  accredited  officers; 
that  such  a  proceeding  as  that  proposed,  would 
imply  either,  that  an  alteration  in  tne  treaty  had 
already  been  made,  by  competent  authority,  or 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Elxecutive  branch 
of  this  Government  to  make  such  alteration  should 
that  be  the  wish  of  Mexico.  All  this  appeared  to 
the  undersigned  to  be  objectionable  and  inadrob* 
sible;  and  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  will  also  hardly  fail  to 
recollect,  that  the  undersized*  soon  after  he  be> 
came  chared  with  the  duties  of  this  Department, 
informed  him  that  he  could  not  entertain  any  prop- 
osition from  Mexico,  to  change  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment of  the  indemnities,  as  it  stood  in  the  treaty. 

Mr.  De  la  Rosa  may  be  assured  that,  so  far  as 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  may  be  concerned, 
the  anxiety  which  he  expresses  lest  the  onussion 
to  accept  the  drafts  adverted  to  may  give  rise  to  a 
claim  against  the  Mexican  Grovernment  which  thi< 
Government  will  urge,  is  Quite  unfounded.    The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  not  in  the 
habit  of  prosecuting  claims  against  foreign  GrOT- 
ernments  founded  on  contracts.    It  has  hitherto 
experienced,  and  continues  to  experience,  suffi- 
cient difficulties  in  obtaining  reparation  from  some 
of  those  Governments  for  claims  of  another  de- 
scription.    If  it  should  ever  deviate  from  thU 
policy,  it  will  carefully  scrutinize  any  contract  for 
which  its  protection  may  be  invoked.    If  it  shall 
then  find  tnat  the  parties  to  such  a  contract  had 
no  authority  to  enter  into  it,  or  that  its  subject  or 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it  were  such  u 
it  could  not  approve,  any  foreign  Govemmeot 
which  might  be  charafed  with  delinquency.  Deed 
not  apprehend  any  advocacy  of  such  a  chum  oo 
thepart  of  this  Government. 

The  undersigned  is  ^ratified  to  notice  that  Mr. 
De  la  Rosa  concludes  his  note  with  an  expresaiofl 
of  an  intention  not  to  pursue  the  subject  further. 
The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  of  the  wisdom  and 
propriety  of  this  determination. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

To  Seflor  Don  Luis  db  la  Rosa,  dx.,  &c. 

[translation.] 

Mexican  Legation,  \ 
Washington,  Fdtruary  24,  1851.     S 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  apprising 
him  that  he  has  received  his  note  of  the  xlst  in- 
stant, relative  to  some  information  which  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  concerning  the  drafts  on  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  whicl|  the  Gk>vemroent  of 
Mexico  had  purposed. to  remit  for  the  payment  of 
the  indemnity. 

The  undersigned  was  extremely  solicitous  that 
the  aforesaid  note  of  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
been  of  a  character  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  dis* 
ajgreeable  misunderstandhi^  which  the  informa- 
tion alluded  to,  had  occasioned.  But,  such  not 
being  the  case,  the  undersigned  finds  himself  un- 
der we  necessity  of  addressing  some  remarks  on 
the  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Secretary  of  State  lays  it  down  as  a  princi- 
ple, that  a  message  addressed  to  one  of  the  Houses 
by  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
communications.  The  undersigned  regrets  that 
he  cannot  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  State  in  thii 
mode  of  thinking. 

The  Secretary  of  State  says,  that  he  is  certain 
that  the  undersigned  made  no  mention,  at  the  con- 
ferences held  between  them,  of  a  contract  made 
by  the  Mexican  Gk>vemment  with  a  private  indi- 
vidua],  for  the  advancement  of  fUnds,  by  mort- 
fi;aging  the  indemnity.  The  undersigned  is  sare  of 
having  spoken  on  that  subject,  and,  being  unwil- 
ling to  trust  to  his  own  memory  alonfe,  hehas 
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uMiioned  two  persons  connected  with  this  1e^- 
on,  on  the  subject,  who  were  present  at  those  in- 
^^views  in  the  capacity  of  interpreters.  It  is  not 
strange  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  have 
tkjrgouen  what  was  said  incidentally  in  regard  to 
xMiia  matter:  first,  because  it  was  not  the  princi- 
j>«J  ob^t  of  the  interview;  secondly,  because  his 
CLttention  was  very  little  drawn  to  this  point; 
tliirdly,  owing  to  the  grave  and  multituainous 
matters  which  occupy  his  mind;  and,  finally,  be- 
cmuae  no  memorandum  was  made  of  what  took 
place  at  the  interviews. 

The  undersigned  might,  perhaps,  feel  it  to  be 
lu's  duty  to  say  something  in  regard  to  other 
points,  touched  upon  in  the  aforesaid  note  of  the 
Seoretary  of  State.  He  abstains  doing  so,  because 
10  obedience  to  the  promptings  of  his  own  feelings 
and  the  instructions  he  has  received  from  his 
Ciovemment  on  this  subject,  he  desires  to  make 
this  note  as  concise  as  possible,  test  any  phrase  or 
expression  might  be  misunderstood,  and,  there- 
fore, seem  offensive  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  LUIS  DE  LA  ROSA. 

Hoo.  DjLNiEL  WsBiTKR,  d«.,  dx.,  dkc 

[raANSLATION.] 

Mr.  Dt  la  Rota  to  Mr,  Webster, 
Mbzicait  Lbgation  Df  THE  Uniteo  States,  ) 
Wabrington,  March  8th,  185L      J 
The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinanr  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  ofMez- 
ico,  has  the  honor  of  addressing  himself  to  the 
Se^^tary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  informing 
him  that  he  has  been  requested  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  apprise  the  Grovemment  of  this  Republic, 
that  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Forstall  has  advanced  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars 
to  Mexico,  which  must  be  reimbursed  to  him  out 
of  the  next  installment  due  by  the  United  States 
to  Mexico,  agreeabl  V  to  the  treaty  of  Quadalupe. 
The  undersigned  begs  to  inclose  to  theSecretar)r 
of  Slate  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  his 
Gkovemment  in  relation  to  tins  matter;  and  he 
avvik  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  him 
the  sannncefl  of  his  most  distinguished  consider- 
ation. LUIS  DE  LA  ROSA. 
To  the  Hon,  Daniel  Webster,  &c.,  Ac,,  &c. 

[trakslatiok.] 
Deaartment  of  bUerior  and  Foreign  ReloHone  of  the 

ke^He  of  Mexico M.  13.— 7\oo  hundred  and 

Heinhf  thontand  dollars  qfthe  indtmniiy. 

National  Palace, 
Mexico,  February  8th,  1851. 
Most  excellent  Sir:   In  a  note,  dated  the 
instant,  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finances 
eommunicates  to  me  what  follows: 

"  MotT  excellent  Sir:  His  Excellency  the 
'  President  has  directed  me  to  address  this  com- 
'  muoication  to  yoxu  Excellency,  in  order  that, 

*  conformably  to  the  certificate  for  two  hundred 
*and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  (f320.0000  which 
'has  been  forwarded  to  D.  Edmund  J.  ForstaUt 
'  which  sum  he  has  paid  into  the  General  Treas- 

*  ury,  agreeably  to  a  contract  made  by  him  on  this 
'  day,  and  which  is  to  be  reimbursed  to  him  out 
'  of  the  next  installment  of  the  indemnity  due  from 
'  the  United  States.   You  will  please  to  apprise 

*  that  GU>vemment  of  the  fact  accordingly,  per 
'  piincipal,  duplicate,  triplicate,  and  quadruplicate. 

*  And  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  same  to  your  Excel- 
'  IcDcy,  in  order  that  you  may  do  as  requested. 

«« God  and  liberty.  YANES. 

**  To  His  Exeellenca  the  Minisier  Plenipotentiary 
qfthe  Rqniblie  qf  Mexico,  in  frashington,'* 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  till  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  LANE  cave  notice  of  bis  ijitentioa  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  ibe  relief  or  George  Abecnetby,  of  Oregon  Territory. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 
Tbe  following  nemorislt.  petitloni,  kc,  were  presented 
•sdcr  tbe  rule,  sod  referreo  to  Ibe  sppropriste  eommitteea : 

By  Mr.  McDONALD:  Tbe  petition  of  Peter  Orover  of 
Hetoe,praytaE  for  compentstion  for  injuries  received,  by 
bin  whUe  Inne  emplojrment  of  tbe  United  States. 

AIM,  the  petition  of Stillroaa  and  others,  dtisens  of 

Mains,  asMng  an  appropriation  for  tbe  erection  of  a  buoy 
tnd  tbe  conpleiiOB  of  a  beacon  at  the  entrance  of  Ports- 
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k,  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  to  have  reftuded  to  them 
a  sum  of  monny  paid  to  the  Government. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  West  and  other  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  askins  for  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  aid 
to  those  who  suffered  in  tbe  warof  18J9. 

By  Mr.  EASTMAN :  The  petition  of  John  Cummings, 
f(n-  compensation  lor  extra  services  at  Fort  Crawford. 

By  Mr.  BO WNE :  The  memorial  of  C.  Callagban  and 

others,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  the  Spauisb •— 

received  by  the  United  States  fh>m  Spain  under  the  Con- 
vention of  ISM. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satdrdat,  January  24, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgam. 
The  Journal  was  read  and  approved. 

BOUNTY  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  is  the  first  business  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  call  of  committees  for 
reports. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WA^ANTS. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Does  not  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  assign- 
ability of  bounty  land  warrants  come  up  in  oraer 
this  morniner? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness for  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  which  is  the  pending 
motion  on  that  question,  for  a  moment.  It  is  very 
dear  to  my  mind,  from  the  discussion  which  this 
bill  has  elicited,  and  I  suppos^it  must  be  clear  to 
the  mind  of  every  gentlenuin  upon  this  floor,  that 
some  legislation  upon  this  suoject  is  absolutely 
necessary.  But  e entlemen  differ  very  widely  as 
to  what  that  legiskttion  shall  be.  There  is  a  bill 
upon  your  table  upon  the  same  subject  from  the 
Senate.  I  have  withdrawn  the  demand  for  (he  pre- 
vious question,  in  order  that  1  may  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the  Senate 
bill  and  refer  it,  in  connection  with  this,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  to  make  them  the  special  order  for  some  day. 
Gentlemen  admit  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of 
some  bill  of  this  description,  but  differ  as  to  what 
shall  be  adopted.  I  therefore  desire  that  both 
these  bills  shall  be  referred  to'  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  be  per- 
fected, in  order  that  some  bill  may  be  passea  as 
soon  aspossible.  ' 

Mr.  TUCK.  Some  days  ago  I  gave  notice  that 
I  would  make  a  motion  to  lay  that  bill  upon  the 
table.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  make  that  motion 
now;  I  am  willing  to  facilitate  this  business  as 
much  as  any  one.  I  have  no  objections  to  this 
bill  being  taken  up  in  connection  with  the  Senate 
bill,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  but  I  ahall  object  to  the 
two  bills  being  made  the  special  order  fbrany  day, 
for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  more  urgent  neces- 
sity for  action  in  this  House  upon  this  bill,  than 
upon  any  one  of  the  fifty  others  which  will  have 
to  come  up  in  their  reeunur  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  I  move  to  take  up  the 
Senate  bill  for  the  transfer  of  bounty  land  war* 
rants,  and  that  it  be  referred,  in  connection  with 
the  bill  now  imder  considerauon,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and 
upon  which  motion  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  Uiat  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

A  VcicB.    Let  us  first  dispose  j)f  these  bills. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  npt  press  my  motion 
if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Harrii] 
wishes  to  first  dispose  of  these  bills. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  do  not  object.  I  only  wish 
to  make  the  motion  that  these  bills  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  then  let  it  lie  over. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  1  insist  upon  my  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  TUCK.  If  the  gentleman  will  not  insist 
upon  the  bills  being  mMe  a  special  order,  I  will 
not  object  to  its  being  taken  up. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    Well,  I  will  not  insist  on  it. 
MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  agreed  to. 


The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  House  bill  No.  46;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  carry- 
ing into  execution,  in  further  part,  the  twelfth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  concluded  in 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  pending  ques- 
tion was  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Marshall]  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson,! 
and  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mbade] 
was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  desire  that  the  Clerk  shall 
read  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 

was  read  as  follows: 

"  And  that  said  sum  be  paid  over  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties of  Mexico  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  of  tbe 
United  States  under  the  supervision  of  tbe  President." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Califor- 
nia, to  the  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 

"  Providedf  That  the  President  may  cause  tbe  payment 
to  be  made  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  will  be  most 
acceptable  to  the  Government  of  Mexico.*' 

Mr.  MEIADE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  discussion 
has  been  diverted  very  widely  from  the  subject 
le^timately  before  the  committee.  My  object  in 
rising  is  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  amendment 
now  pending.  That  amendment  does  not  suit  me 
exactly.  I  should  like  to  have  it  remoddled;  but 
the  question  now  before  the  committee  is  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  that  amendment. 

Heretofore  the  practice  of  the  House  has  been 
simply  to  make  an  appropriation,  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  to  discharge  its  duties 
in  making  the  payments  and  in  disbursing  the 
money.  That  course  is  one  which  comes  recom- 
mended to  us,  not  only  bv  the  universal  practice 
of  the  House,  but  also  oy  that  courtesy  which 
should  always  exist  between  this  body  and  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  whether  the  ma- 
jority of  this  body  and  the  Executive  belong  to 
the  same  political  party  or  not.  And  some  reason 
should  be  given  for  departing  from  that  practice 
in  this  instance.  In  doing  this,  we  must  necessa- 
rily advert^  to  previous  action  of  the  Executive, 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  for  upon  that  de- 
pends the  propriety  of  our  depairting  from  the  gen- 
eral rule  in  this  instance.  But  I  must  take  occa- 
sion to  say,  that  no  censure  whatsoever  can  be 
attached  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  discharged  its  duty  in  the  last 
Congress  in  reference  to  this  Mexican  indemnity. 
I  think  it  would  be  hiehly  improper  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  any  appro- 
priation bill  like  this,  containing  any  restrictions 
upon  the  Executive,  or  any  directions  by  which 
it  is  to  be  governed;  because  it  implies  that  the 
Executive  will  not  discharge  its  proper  (unctions. 
For  that  reason,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  did  right  heretofore  in  simply  appropri- , 
ating  the  necessary  amount  of  money.  Tne  Ex-  ' 
ecutive,  however,  is  responsible  to  this  House  and 
to  the  nation  for  the  manner  in  which  its  duties 
are  performed.  If  we  disapprove  the  course  of 
the  Executive,  we  may  then  very  properly  divert 
it  in  reference  to  matters  of  a  kindred  nature. 

This  bill  makes  an  appropriation  of  ft3,180,000 
for  the  payment  of  the  last  installment  of  the  Mex- 
ican indemnity;  and  the  question  is,  **How  has 
the  Executive  discharged  its  duty  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  previous  installments?"  I  hold  that 
nations,  like  individuals,  are  bound  by  the  same 
principles  of  philanthropy  and  of  morality,  and 
when  they  can  confer  a  benefit  upon  another  with- 
out injuring  themselves,  they  should  do  so.  And 
as  the  man  who  should  act  upon  any  other  princi- 
ple, deserves  to  be  expelled  from  the  society  of  men 
and  sent  out  with  the  brand  of  Coin  upon  his  fore- 
head, so  should  a  nation  be  treated  sinning  in  the 
same  way.  Whenever  a  nation  can  confer  a  ben- 
efit upon  its  neighbor  without  injury  to  itself,  it  is 
bound  to  do  it.  And  that  nation  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible to  God  and  man  for  the  omission  of  that 
duty. 

At  the  time  when  thepa3rment  of  the  last  install- 
ment became  due  to  Mexico,  there  were  at  least 
two  bidders  before  our  Gtovernment  for  the  privi- 
lege of  making  that  payment.  The  Barings  d& 
Brothers,  and  their  associates,  were  one;  and  the 
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Mexican  Government,  by  its  agent  here,  was  an- 
other. If  we  ^ve  the  contract  to  the  Baruigs 
and  their  associates,  security  was  necessary.  If 
we  gave  it  to  the  Mexican  Government,  no  secu- 
rity was  necessary,  because  Mexico  then  became 
her  own  paymaster.  There  were  two  bids  before 
the  Execuuve.  Thoi^  we  are  not  officially  in- 
formed, that  fact  is  sufficiently  authenticated  for  us 
to  assume  it  to  be  true.  At  the  time  when  the  last 
appropriation  was  made,  there  was  an  offer  pend- 
ing upon  the  p«urt  of  Mexico,  to  pay  our  Govern- 
ment four  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of 
paying  herself.  At  the  same  time  the  Barings 
and  their  associates  offered  to  pay  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  for  the  same  privilege.  If  we  consulted 
our  own  interest,  of  course  we  should  select  the 
one  by  which  we  made  the  additional  one  per  cent. 
If  we  were  to  regard  the  feelings  and  wishes  of 
Mexico,  we  would,  for  that  reason,  have  acceded 
to  her  proposition.  Mexico  was  then  prostrated, 
as  it  were,  by  a  blow  given  by  ourselves.  She  was 
bleeding  from  wounds  we  nad  inflicted.  These 
considerations  were  powerful  appeals  to  our  gen- 
erosity and  feelings  or  good  neighborhood,  to  con- 
fer upon  her  the  benefits  she  desired. 

Of  course  profits  were  to  be  made  from  these 
contracts,  else  there  would  have  been  no  bidders, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  we  should  secure 
the^e  profits  to  Mexico,  or  give  them  to  foreign 
bankers  and  capitalists?  Now,  I  cannot  concur 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Edgebton,] 
who  spokeyesterday,  upon  the  subject  of  these 
bankers.  They  are,  like  politicicms,  necessary 
evils.  The  commerce  of  nations  cannot  be  carried 
on  without  them.  They  must,  however,  be 
watched  like  politicians,  and  the  only  thing  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  do,  is  to  see  that  they  do  not 
abuse  their  power  and  influence.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  Executive  for  employing  them  as 
agents.  I  have  nothing^  to  object  to  on  that  score. 
But  I  assume,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
mere  application  of  Mexico,  to  have  acceded  to 
^leir  wishes,  especicdly  when  she  comes  with  a 
bonus  of  one  per  cent,  over  every  other  bidder. 
If  that  had  been  the  xtnly  consideration,  the  wishes 
of  Mexico  should  have  been  r^turded.  But,  in- 
dependent of  that,  we  are  inform^,  upon  authority 
sufficiently  strong,  that  there  had  been  a  previous 
informal  arrangement  made  by  the  administration 
of  General  Taylor  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
Mexico  by  accepting  her  drafts.  Now,  it  is  not 
my  purpose,  by  any  means,  to  charge  Mr.  Web- 
ster, or  any  other  functionary  of  this  Government, 
with  corruption,  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to 
carry  out  the  understanding  which  existed  between 
the  Minister  of  Mexico  and  the  previous  Admin- 
istration. It  is  not  my  purpose  to  search  into  the 
hearts  of  men,  or  arraign  motives,  unless  I  can 
clearly  establish  them  as  bad.  I  take  the  transac- 
tion as  I  find  it.  The  coinplaint  I  make  of  the 
Administration  and  of  the  Secretary,  r^ards  po- 
litical errors  alone.  I  do  notpretend  to  examine 
into  its  moral  delinquencies.  Taking  it  for  granted, 
that  the  hands  of  the  Administration  are  washed 
of  all  corruption,  still  I  must  condemn  its  conduct 
towards  Mexico.  It  should  call  down  the  censure 
of  the  House,  and  that  censure  must  be  expressed 
by  restricting  it,  (contrary  to  the  custom,)  as  to 
the  mode  of  paying  this  last  installment.  The 
administration  of  General  Taylor  was  fully  aware 
of  the  distressed  condition  of  Mexico;  that  she  was 
desirous  of  anticipating  the  funds  to  be  paid,  in  a 
shprt  time,  by  this  Grovernment.  We  had  failed, 
to  a  certain  extent,  to  discharge  our  obligations 
towards  that  country,  and  the  oifliculties  she  then 
labored  under  were  increased  by  such  failure  upon 
our  part.  We  had  undertaken  to  defend  her  from 
the  Indians  upon  her  frontiers.  We  had  failed  to 
do  80.  Hence  greater  obligations  rested  upon  us 
to  make  the  payment  as  soon  as  possible,  and  ac- 
cording to  her  desires.  In  consequence  of  the  in- 
formal understanding  of  the  Administration  with 
the  Government  of  Mexico,  in  relation  to  the  an- 
ticipation of  these  funds,  Mexico  called  her  Con- 
gress together,  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving 
that  authority  to  the  transaction  which  she  supposed 
the  Government  of  this  country  would  require. 
I  understand  it  is  a  matter  of  history.  I  hope 
to  be  corrected  if  I  am  wrong.  Congress  did  as- 
semble,  and  give  the  necessary  authority;  and  in 
pursuance  or  it,  the  Government  of  Mexico  had 
made  a  very  important  and  beneficial  arrangement 
with  her  creditors,  by  which  five  millions  of  the 


sum  we  owed  her  was  to  be  paid  (ywer  to  a  class 
of  creditors  who  agreed  to  take  it,  not  only  in  satr 
isfaction  of  that  much  of  their  debt,  but  of  many 
mi)1ions  more,  and  to  reduce  upon  that  account  the 
rate  of  interest  upon  their  debt.  Here  was  another 
reason  why  the  Administration  succeeding  that  of 
General  Taylor,  ought  to  have  regarded  the  wishes 
of  Mexico  as  a  solemn  duty  upon  their  part.  Re- 
gardless, however,  of  the  ^eat  injury  which  would 
result  to  Mexico  from  a  fculure  to  comply  with  this 
understanding  with  General  Taylor's  Cabinet;  re- 

fardless  of  the  fact  that  all  the  arrangements  that 
ad  been  entered  into  by  Mexieo  with  her  credi- 
tors, (by  which  the  removed  from  her  shoulders 
an  immense  amount  of  debt,)  would  be  defeated; 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  she  had  ofifered  a  higher 
bid  for  this  contract  to  pay  this  indemnity  to 
herself,  than  any  other  person,— our  Secretary 
of  State  undertook  to  change  the  arrangement, 
and  put  Mexico  to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  of 
n^otiating  drafts,  it  may  be,  at  heavy  discount, 
instead  of^at  once  assunng  that  Government,  at 
the  death  of  General  Taylor,  that  the  understand- 
ing which  had  taken  place  between  it  and  the 
previous  Administration  would  be  carried  out. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  apology  is  ^ven  for 
this  act?  I  understand  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last 
Congress,  that  this  tiling  could  not  have  been  done 
but  Oy  an  alteration  in  the  treaty. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  was  not  listen- 
ing, at  the  moment,  to  the  remarks,  of  my  col- 
eague,  but  a  friend  has  told  me  that  my  col- 
league has  stated  that  the  Mexican  Congress 
had  been  convened,  and  had  agreed  to  this  ar- 
rangement. Now,  the  statement  of  Mr.  Green 
is,  as  I  understand  it,  that  they  were  convened  to 
agree  upon  an  arrangement  with  their  creditors. 
And  I  aesired,  at  the  last  Congress,  that  if  there 
was  any  official  information,  that  the  Mexican 
Congress  had  sanctioned  such  a  course,  to  have 
it  prmted.  I  have  never  been  furnished  with  it, 
and  I  therefore  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  not  so. 
If  the  fact  is  so,  we  have  no  official  information  of 
it;  and  if  it  be  so,  it  would  have  been  eaay  to  have 
furnished  the  information. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  Mexican  Congress  had  taken 
some  action  upon  this  subject,  because  it  had  not 
been  denied,  though  it  had  been  stated,  and  it  was 
an  important  fact.  But,  however,  suppose  it  had 
notr— tor  I  do  not  choose  to  contest  a  matter  of  fact 
in  relation  to  this  matter — suppose  it  had  not,  the 
excuse  rendered  by  the  Administration  for  not 
complying  with  the  wishes  of  Mexico  is,  that  it 
would  be  a  departure  fVom  the  treaty.  When 
these  propositions  were  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  oy  the  Mexican  Minister,  there  was  time 
then  for  the  Mexican  Government  to  have  acceded 
to  any  condition  that  may  have  been  prescribed 
by  our  Government.  And  the  question  at  last  is 
the  same,  why  did  our  Government  refuse  to  ac- 
cede to  the  wishes  of  Mexico?  If  an  alteration 
of  the  treaty  in  this  respect  was  necessary  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Government  of  Mexico,  that 
fact  could  have  been  intimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  condition  forthwith  obtained  from 
her.  Mexico  was  too  deeply  interested  in  the 
present  receipt  of  that  money  to  have  failed  to  4o 
anything  ana  everything  which  was  required  by 
our  Government  preparatory  to  the  receipt  of  these 
funds.  She  would  liave  called  her  Congress  to- 
gether, and  obtained  their  express  consent  to  a 
change  of  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  so  as  to  enable 
her  to  receive  this  money  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton or  New  York.  It  was  well  known  that  this 
change  of  place  of  payment  would  have  been  ben- 
eficuEU  to  Mexico,  otherwise  she  would  not  have 
asked  the  fkvor. 

We  well  know  the  difference  of  exchange  be- 
tween the  city  of  Mexico  and  the  city  of  London, 
between  that  place  and  this,  and  between  New 
York  and  London,  and  that  a  bill  negotiated  from 
Mexico-  to  New  York,  and  then  from  New  York 
to  London,  would  bring  a  lower  price  than  one 
negotiated  from  Mexico  direct  to  London.  Hoice 
the  object  of  Mexico  was  to  obtain  its  funds  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  My  colleague  says  the  funds 
in  the  city  of  New  York  were  worth  about  six 
per  cent,  more  than  they  were  worth  in  the  city 
of  Mexico.  Then,  why  not  have  given  that  ad- 
vantage of  exchange  to  the  Government  of  Mexi- 
co instead  of  securing  them  to  the  Barings  ?  Cer- 
tainly some  profits  were  to  be  made.    We  had  to 


choose  between  conferring  that  power  upon  bank 
ers  in  London  and  the  (^vemment  of  Mexico- 
why  should  we  hesitate  to  give  it  to  the  latter 
Feelings  of  amity  and  courtesy,  which  ohould  a| 
ways  exist  between  nations — the  directness,  secu 
rity  and  safety  of  the  transaction,  the  freedon 
from  all  risk  of  bankruptcy  of  contractors ,  ever] 
consideration,  conspired  to  favor  the  wishes  <m 
Mexico.  Besides,  the  moral  obligation-  und« 
which  General  Taylor's  administration  had  places 
us,  in  regard  to  this  payment  to  Mexico ,  required 
us  to  do  it  in  the  way  she  desired.  Now,  I  dn 
not  choose  tp  discuss  the  relative  advantages  u 
Mexico  of  tkis  or  that  mode  of  payment,  for  suci 
a  question  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  subject.  Th4 
question  I  choose  to  discuss  is  the  failure*  upon  ihi 
part  of  our  Government,  to  comply  with  the  rea- 
sonable requests  of  a  neighbormg  and  friendly 
power,  though,  in  the  first  instance,  informally 
made.  We  not  only  refused  to  comply  with  that 
reasonable  reauest,  but  we  absolutely  sacrificed 
thousands  of  uoUars  by  preferring  the  bankers. 

It  was  intimated,  the  other  day,  in  debate,  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Brooks,]  that  we  also  had  failed  to  do  our  duty, 
in  not  putting  up  this  contract  to  the  highest  bid' 
der.     I  admit^  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this   House 
has  failed  to  disehajige  its  duties,  not  only  in  that 
particular,  but  in  others,  which  I  shall  name.    I 
should  be  opposed  to  the  proposition  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  because  1  should 
be  unwilling  to  put  up  at  public  auction  the  ne- 
cessities of  Mexico.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  hare 
paraded  before  the  world  her  difiiculties  and  dii- 
tresses,  with  a  view  of  striking  them  off  at  auc- 
tion to  the  highest  bidder.    It  had,  however,  this 
merit,  she  would  have  been  probably  the  best  bid- 
der. Mr.  Chairman, something  more  was  due  frvm 
us  to  Mexico,  than  simple  justice.    Yoa  will  re- 
member the  war  with  Mexico  was  branded  by  the 
party  now  in  power,  as  one  of  plunder  and  robbery. 
Now,  sir,  it  that  were  sincerely  their  opinion, 
then  every  consideration  of  iusdce,  of  morahty, 
and  of  magnanimity ,  required  them  to  seize  everj 
opportunity  to  repair  the  injury  they  believed  theu 
country  had  inflicted.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  House 
has  not  dischaiged  its  duties  in  respect  to  Mexico. 
Informed ,  as  we  were,  of  her  necessities,  we  ought 
to  have  ofifered,  two  years  ago,  to  pay  the  whole 
indemnity.    We  had  at  that  time  miiliens  in  our 
treasury  lying  idle  and  unprofitable,  and  we  had 
already  authorized  the  Executive  to  go  into  the 
oaarket  with  our  surplus  funds,  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  up  certificates  of  the  tTnited  Stales  d^t, 
reaeemable  Mteen  or  twenty  years  henoe.  While 
we  were  purchasing  those  stocks  at  a  premium  of 
fourteen  or  fifleen  per  cent.,  there  was  here  a 
creditor,  with  millions  due  him  in  a  year  or  so, 
carrying  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  willing  and  anx- 
ious to  anticipate  his  debt,  and  would  have  giran 
a  discount  of  four  and  a  half,  and  probably  more, 
for  the  prepayment.     Thus,  by  selecting  the  debt 
of  Mexico,  amounting  to  six  millions,  as  the  one  ts 
be  first  paid,  we  wouM  have  saved  the  intermediate 
interest  which  we  have  lost,  but  also  the  fourteen 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  paid  to  the  holders  of  stock 
having  fifteen  or  twenty  years  to  run.    While  I 
say  that  this  House  is  certainly  to  blame  for  not 
discharging  its  duty  in  that  particular,  it  is,  hov- 
ever,  not  without  the  excuse  that  they  are  a  k^ 
and  unwieldy  body.    Members  come  here  wiu 
their  minds  directea  to  some  particular  act  of  legis- 
lation .   Each  d  evotes  himsdr  to  his  favorite  meas- 
ure.   It  was  necessary  that  their  minds  should  be 
called  to  the  subject,  and  let  nae  ask,  whose  dutj 
was  it  to  direct  them  to  the  point  ? 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  AsBURT  DiCKiNS,  Esq.,  their  Secretary,  in- 
forming the  House  that  tney  had  passed  bilU  o( 
the  House  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

H.  R.  30.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia 
Woolen  Compcuiy. 

H.  R.  50.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Eve^ 
ett,  late  a  sergeant  in  the  United  States  Army. 

And  also,  that  the  President  had  notified  the 
Senate  that  he  did,  on  the  23d  instant,  approve 
and  sign  the  following  bills  of  the  Senate: 

S.  71.  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  a  register  to  the  barque  Ada. 

S.  91.  An  act  to  provide  a  room  for  the  Coo- 
gressional  Ubrary.] 

Mr.  MEADE,  (resummg.)  It  was  the  doty  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  he  is  required 
to  give  information  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  the 
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CTOvntry  generally,  and  also  to  recommend  the 
pessage  of  such  laws  as  may  appear  to  him  to  be 
avecessary.    Now  you  will  perceiTe  at  once,  if  the 
£:xecutive  had  caUed  the  afttention  of  Congress  to 
£fie  investment  of  our  surplus  funds  in  this  way, 
•^Hre  mig^t  have  saved  some  eighteen  or  twenty  per 
cent.,  which  is  now  lost.    We  should  not  only 
bave  done  that,  but  we  would  have  conferred  a  great 
Ivenefit  upon  a  neighboring  Republic,  which  would 
bave  tightened  the  friendly  ties  that  subsisted  be- 
tv^een  us,  and  prepared  the  way  for  acts  of  kind- 
aiess  which  we  may  yet  stand  m  need  of.    There 
^were  considerations  which  ought  to  have  influenced 
the  Executive,  particularly  now.    We  have  to 
approach  the  Pacific  coast  by  some  route  through 
^e  soathem  portion  of  this  continent,  and  we  Mrere 
told  that  there  were  variotis  eligible  routes  through 
the  territory  of  Mexico.    One  lies  through  the 
Ifthmas  of  Tehuantepec,  and  another  down  the 
Oila,  where  it  is  probable  we  may  hereafter  oon- 
•truet  the  railsoad  which  is  to  connect  the  extreme 
shores  of  our  country.    In  doing  that,  we  may 
desire  at  places  to  cross  that  river,  ana  we  may 
bereafler  nave  to  call  upon  that  nation  to  grant  us 
nme  favor  in  this  respect.    Had  we  appreciated 
ter  e'xigencies  and  proffered  to  advance  to  her  the 
deferred  payments  of  her  indemnity,  we  would 
iflLve  had  some  claim  to  diemand  of  Mexico  favor- 
ible  terms  in  reference  to  this  matter.    This  op- 
pr>rtiuity  of  enlisong  her  gratitude  we  have  suf- 
fered to  escape.    "We  can  now  only  redeem  our 
error  in  part  bypassing  the  bill  with  the  proposed 
amiKKlment.     We  may  thus  be  enabled  to  show 
to  Mexico  that  Congress,  representing  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  had  their  attention  been 
property  called  to  the  subject,  would  have  been  at 
bH  tunes  ready  to  pay  her  debt  at  the  times  and  in 
the  manner  she  desired.    There  is  no  doubt  that 
Hf  exieo  would  prefer  this  money  to  be  paid  in  New 
York.     It  would  be  worth  more  to  her  there  than 
in  her  own  treasury.    Let  us  pay  her  there  if  she 
wishes  it.    We  should  violate  no  contract.    If 
we  had  altered  into  a  contract,  legal  or  moral,  with 
t^  firm  of  Baring  &  Brothers,  I  should  be  the 
kst  mas  to  follow  the  example  of  this  Adminis- 
UBixA  in  abrogating  it.    But  here  we  have  their 
letter^ which  disclaims  upon  their  part  any  obliga- 
tion to  comply  with  it.    In  ^t,  they  say  they 
will  make  aothin^  by  it,  and  that  it  will  be  diffl- 
cqH  to  comply  with  its  terms  in  time  for  the  30th 
of  Afay,  wpen  the  indemnity  becomes  due. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  great  deal  of  concern  is  mani- 
fested by  some  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  as  soon 
as  po8«bIe,  for  the  purpose  of  secunng  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  money.  I  have  no  sort  of  fear 
Qpon  my  part  that  this  money  will  not  be  paid  in 
ume.  It  must  be  remembered  that  Mexico  is  now 
drawing  from  her  mines  from  twenty  to  thirty 
milKons  of  dollars  annually — there  can  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  there  the  specie  necessary  to 
raske  this  payment.  If  we  were  to  go  there  with 
three  millions  of  Mexican  dollars  ana  tender  them 
to  her,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  her  the  option  to 
draw  upon  the  city  of  New  York,  she  would  take 
the  drafts;  and  that  is  what  I  propose  to  allow  her 
to  ds.  In  consideration  that  we  nave  acted,  here- 
tofore, a  very  niggardly  part  towards  that  Repub- 
lic, I  am  very  indifferent  in  rdation  to  the  pre- 
mium. I  care  not  whether  the  three  and  a  naif 
per  cent,  be  realized  or  not.  Indeed,  the  bankers 
in  their  letters  say  it  is  now  too  late  to  make  a 
profit.  I  am  anxious  by  our  legislation  now,  to 
retrieve  the  errors  we  have  committed  in  relation 
to  previous  pa3rments;  and  I  should  be  anxious  to 
■how  to  Mexico  by  our  action  now,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  are  disposed  to  treat  her  in  the 
most  friendly  manner.  Tne  objection  is  made  that 
we  should  be  violating  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  in 
making  this  payment  m  New  York  instead  of  there. 
I  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  payments  heretofore  made,  were  not  made 
in  accoraance  with  the  treaty. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  wisn  to  make  an  inquiry. 
The  supreme  authorities  of  Mexico  having  sti})u- 
lated  that  this  indemnity  should  be  paid  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague  if  he  sup- 
poses that  the  Executive  Government  can  relax 
the  treaty,  so  as  to  require  or  allow  the  payment 
to  be  made  at  any  other  time?  And  I  further  in- 
quire of  my  colleague,  whether  in  the  event  of  any 
such  modincation  of  the  treaty  stipulation  by  the 
mere  authority  of  the  Executive  Grovernment,  this 
money  shoula  be  paid  to  the  Minister  of  Mexico, 
or  any  a^ent  appointed  by  that  Gk>vernment,  and 


should  never  come  into  the  Treasury  of  Mexico, 
if  he  thinks  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States 
would  be  absolved  fh>m  all  obli^tion  to  pay  the 
indenmity  a  second  time  according  to  the  treaty  ? 
Mr.  MEADE.  I  will  answer  the  question  of 
my  colleague,  by  teOing  him,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  difiiciuty  in  the  first  question  he  propounds 
could  be  easily  removed  by  the  authority  of  the 
Mexican  Congress,  and  therefbre  does  not  inter- 
fere with  die  policy  which  I  advocate.  In  relation 
to  the  other  c[ue8tion,  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  specu- 
lation or  opinion.  I  think  that  the  treaty  with 
Mexico  prescribes  certain  duties  to  be  performed 
on  the  partof  our  country  and  certain  duties  to  be 

Performed  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  that  the 
Executive  of  each  nation  is  to  perform  those 
duties.  In  this  particular  instance  our  Executive 
must  pay  the  money,  and  their  Executive  must 
receive  tne  money.  The  Executive  of  each  nation 
may  appeal  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  and  re- 

r'pe  a  literal  performance,  but  they  may,  if  they 
ose,  require  only  a  substantial  performance. 
These  treaty  stipulations  are  in  the  place  of  an 
umpire,  to  oe  appealed  to  only  when  a  mutual 
accomittodation  cannot  be  effected.  But  you  can 
comply  with  an  obligation  without  pursuing  the 
exact  terms  of  that  obligation.  For  instance,  I 
owe  the  gentleman  one  hundred  dollars.  It  is  to 
be  paid  in  the  dty  of  Richmond  upon  the  first  day 
of  February  next:  could  not  my  colleague  give 
me  an  acquittance  here  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  cannot  deny  the  right  of  the 
contractmg  parUr  to  relax. 

Mr.  MeADK.  I  understand  the  gentleman's 
question.  I  say,  then,  that  I  presume  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Mexico  is  commissioned  with  the  power 
of  seeing  that  treaties  are  executed,  and  acknowl- 
edge satisfaction  for  those  treaties.  Suppose,  be- 
foie  this  indemnity  becomes  due,  Mexico  should 
pass  a  law  remitting  this  debt,  provided  the  Uni- 
ted States  should,  before  a  certain  day,  pass  a  law 
admitting  certain  products  of  hers  duty  free:  the 
law  is  passed:  would  the  gentleman  say  that 
would  not  bean  extinguishment  of  the  debt,  sim- 
ply because  we  did  not  go  through  the  forms  of 
the  treaty?  Surely  not.  True,  mere  are  certain 
powers  authorized  to  make  treaties.  There  are 
certain  other  powers  of  Government  authorized  to 
acknowledge  satisfaction  of  those  treaties,  and  see 
that  those  treaties  are  carried  out.  Because  we 
have  agreed  to  pay  Mexico  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  the  city  of  Mexico,  surely  it  does  not  pre- 
clude a  payment  wherever  Mexico  is  willing  to 
receive  it.  Suppose  the  money  should  be  paid  on 
the  30th  of  May  neiO.  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz, 
at  the  request  of  the  authorities  of  Mexico,  would 
not  that  be  a  discharge  of  the  debt?  Suppose  the 
G^emment  should  acknowledge  satisfaction  of 
the  debt  in  something  else  than  gold  and  silver — 
something  else  that  is  equivalent--would  it  not  be 
a  dischaige  of  the  oblijgation  ?  Is  it  necessary  that 
we  should  go  there  with  a  bag  of  Mexican  gold  or 
silver  dollars,  and  absolutely  pay  them  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  J\f  exican  Republic  ?  The  last  in- 
stallment was  not  paid  in  that  manner.  Much  of 
it  was  paid  before  the  day,  and  the  Baring  have 
the  receipt  of  the  (Government  of  Miexico.  If 
Mexico  required  f\inds  in  London,  was  she  not 
at  liberty  to  take  a  draft  in  place  of  the  money  ? 
and  if  the  bearer  of  the  draft  were  to  convert  the 
proceeds,  could  she  demand  a  repayment  because 
the  money  was  not  paid  according  to  the  letter  of 
the  treaty?  A  large  portion  of  the  last  installment 
was  paio  before  it  became  due.  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  this  passage  of  the  letter  of 
the  bankers,  which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  yes- 
terday: 

<<  It  will  be  perceived  Oora  the  forcEoing,  thai  the  con- 
tractoTB  made  all  their  payments  to  Mexico  out  of  their 
own  fUnds,  and  were  afterwards  reimburaed  in  the  United 
States,  at  a  dote  averaging  the  I5tb  of  May,  and  the  lost 
and  largest  payment  by  the  United  States  to  the  contractors 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  was  not  made  until  the  37ih  of 
June,  nearly  one  month  after  they  hod  paid  the  AiU  install- 
ment to  Mexico.** 

It  appears,  then,  that  much  of  this  money  was 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  here  before  the  30th  of 
May.  The  drafU  for  |G50,000  in  favor  of  Forstall 
were  paid  before  the  indemnity  was  due,  and  the 
Executive  did  for  Forstall  before  the  30th  of  May 
exactly  what  Mexico  wished  it  to  do  for  Marks 
after  tnat  date.  You  see  from  the  correspondence 
submitted  to  the  House  on  yesterday ,  that  &650,000 
of  that  monlUr  was  paid  over  to  Forstall,  the  ageut 
of  the  contraetors,  upon  drafU  drawn  in  fhvor  of 


Forstall,  payable  here.  The  drafts  reached  here 
in  the  month  of  February.  Of  course  those  drafts 
were  drawn  in  auticipation  of  the  indemnity,  and 
the  Qovernment  of  Mexico  received  the  proceeds 
long  before  the  money  became  due.  The  money 
WHS  paid  in  the  manner  proposed  by  Mexico,  the 
name  of  Forstall  being  substituted  for  Marks-— 
the  United  States  paying  to  the  bankers  one  per 
cent,  on  three  millions,  or  j|^,000,  for  the  substi- 
tution, exchanging  at  the  same  time  the  friendship 
of  Mexico  for  that  of  the  bankers. 

The  Executive  of  every  nation  is  its  paying  and 
receiving  agent,  with  general  powers,  and  may  be 
compared  to  any  other  agent  with  like  pQwers. 
If  the  latter  were  to  meet  the  debtor  of  his  princi- 
pal a  week  before  the  day  of  payment,  and  at  a 
place  different  from  that  named  in  the  bond,  tbey 
might  agree  to  settle;  and  though  the  agent  should 
never  account  to  his  principal,  the  payment  would 
be  good;  collusion  or  fraua  only  would  avoid  it. 

The  question  is,  shall  we  adopt  the  amendment, 
and  thus  signify  to  the  President  that  we  desire 
him  to  notify  Mexico  that  her  drafts  will  be  paid 
here  if  she  desires  it? 

We  passed  a  resolution  callhig  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of^ State  to  give  us  certain  information.  In 
voting  for  that  resolution,  I  gave  the  Secretary  an 
opportunity  of  clearing  up  the  cloud  which  has 
been  hanging  around  him.  I  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  telling  the  country  precisely  how  this 
matter  stood — what  had  taken  place  between  him 
and  the  Mexican  Minister.  If  the  charges  and 
insinuations  against  him  were  untrue,  he  hod  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  and  setting  himself  right 
before  the  country.  He  has  failed  to  embrace  that 
opportunity.  He  has  preferred  that  suspicion 
should  continue  to  rest  upon  him.  That  is  not  my 
business.  It  is  the  Secretary's  affair.  It  is  true^ 
he  may  refuse,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  communi- 
cate the  private  conversations  he  had  with  the 
Mexican  Minister,  but  the  Secretary  knew  fall 
well  that  we  interrogated  him  only  as  to  one  point, 
whether  he  had  been  informed  by  the  Mexican 
Minister  that  there  was  an  understanding  with 
General  Taylor  and  his  Cabinet  that  these  drafls 
were  to  be  accepted.  That  was^a  material  fact. 
That  is  the  fact  which,  notwithstanding  the  refu- 
sal of  the  Secretary  to  communicate  to  this  House, 
does  sufficiently  disclose  itself  through  the  corre- 
spondence which  he  has  given;  And  I  presume 
there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this  House  who  would 
get  up  and  say  that  he  beKeves  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  n«t  beeh  informed  by  the  Mexican  Min- 
ister of  this  understanding.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  charge  the  Secretary  with  diverting  this  money 
from  improper  raotrves.  The  charge  is  made, 
however,  by  others.  Suspicion  rests  upon  him  in 
relation  to  this  transaction;  and  if  he  chooses  that 
it  sh«dl  remain  there,  it  is  his  business,  and  not 
mine.  My  accusation  is,  that  he  has  not  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  way  that  the 
interests  and  honor  of  this  country  requires.  He 
has  wantonly  lost  money  to  his  Government.  H  e 
has  preferred  the  interest  of  bankers  to  that  of  a 
friendly  nfition.  He  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
careless  of  the  faith  of  the  Qovernment,  and  has 
failed  in  discharging  towards  Mexico  those  obli- 
gations of  good  wiU  and  courtesy  which  rest  upon 
all  nations.  These  are  the  charges  which  I  make 
against  the  Secretaiy  of  State.  The  motives  which 
prompted  his  acts,  I  leave  to  Gk»d  and  himself. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Viiiginia,  [Mr.  Meade,]  Uiat  General  Tay- 
lor's Cabinet  made  no  such  arrangement  as  that 
claimed  here. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  know  very  well  that  no  ar- 
rangement was  definitively  made.  It  was  altogether 
a  verbal  understanding.  This,  I  think,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  correspondence  published  this 
morning 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Qeoijia.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Meade,]  if  he  thinks 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  enter  into  a 
verbal  understanding  with  the  representative  of 
any  other  country? 

Mr.  IMEADE.  I  can  answer  that  question.  I 
say  that  no  such  understanding  ought  to  be  entered 
into  as  a  final  one. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Iwish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man another  question.  I  wish  to  put  it  distinctly 
to  the  gentleman,  if  he  does  not  believe  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  a  verbal  proposi- 
tion is  made  by  a  foreign  Government,  to  reject  it, 
and  require  the  repraientative  of  that  Government 
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to  make  his  proposition  to  this  Goyernment  in 
writing? 

Mr.  MEADE.  Certainly.  If  the  Secretary 
intended  to  accept  of  a  proposition  commenced  in 
a  rerbal  way,  he  should  require  it  to  be  reduced 
to  writing;  but  if  he  does  not  intend  to  do  it,  no 
correspondence  is  necessary.  Hence  we  find  so 
liule  on  this  subject.  But  these  verbal  communi- 
cations and  propositions  were  made,  as  I  stated 
before,  to  General  Taylor's  Cabinet,  and  they 
were  accepted  yerbally,  because  no  contract  could 
be  entered  into  before  Congress  acted. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
find  himself  mistaken  in  that.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinctly" denied  that  a  verbal  contract  was  ever 
made. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  think  it  scarcely  probable  that 
the  Mexican  Minister  should  have  been  so  impor- 
tunate in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Webster,  if  such  an  un- 
derstanding had  never  /Existed.  Now,  all  these 
things  commence  verbally;  and  though  one  would 
not  be  so  bound  as  to  be  liable  to  a  demand  for 
failing  to  comply,  yet  a  moral  obligation  may 
arise.  And  I  say,  and  believe,  that  General  Tay- 
lor and  his  Secretary  gave  Mexico  to  understand, 
that  when  Congress  appropriated  this  money,  they 
would  pay  it  in  the  way  she  desired,  and  that  they 
did  not  enter  into  a  written  understanding  on  the 
subject,  because  at  that  time  it  would  have  been 
improper.  I  say,  then,  that  there  rested  on  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  had  he  lived,  an  obligation  to  carry 
out  that  understanding,  and  that  he  would  have 
been  ^Ity  of  a  breach  of  fhith,  if  he  had  refused 
to  do  It.  That  obligation  descended  on  his  suc- 
cessor, and  you  cannot  separate  the  two.  I  should 
like  for  some  friend  of  Mr.  Webster  to  get  up  and 
state  why  a  dififerent  version  of  this  matter  has 
been  given  by  him.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  DAvrs]  yesterday,  when  he  got  up 
in  defence  of  his  friend,  [Mr.  Webster,]  wentofi" 
into  collateral  matters,  with  which  this  transacdon 
has  no  connection.  I  ask  again,  why  has  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  preferred  the  bid  of  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  from  the  bankers,  to  one  of  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  from  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  STEPHBNS,  (interrupting.)  I  do  not 
rise  exactly  in  the  character  comprehended  in  the 

gentleman's  term,  as  a  friend  of  Mr.  Webster  in 
lis  matter;  but  I  rise — ^not  as  his  representative— 
to  reply  to  the  question  which  has  just  been  pro- 
pounded. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks, 
Who  will  rise  here  and  assign  reasons  for  Mr. 
Webster's  giving  a  new  version  of  this  contract? 
Now,  I  do  not  understand  that  there  is  any  evi- 
dence of  any  verbal  understanding  even  with 
General  Taylor's  Cabinet,  except  what  the  Mexi- 
can Minister  says. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  Mexican  Minister  does 
not  even  say  so. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia  [Mr.  Meade]  has  just  asserted  a  proposi- 
tion which,  I  must  say,  very  respectfully,  seems 
to  me  a  most  monstrous  one.  He  says  that  the 
verbal  understanding  with  General  Taylor's  Cabi- 
net devolved  upon  their  successors.  Now,  that 
amounts  to  just  this:  that  when  one  Administration 

foes  out  and  another  comes  in,  if  any  foreign 
iinister  comes  forward  and  says  that  he  had  a 
verbal  understanding  with  the  preceding  Adminis- 
tration, that  that  alleged  verbal  understanding  is 
binding  on  their  successors. 

Mr.  MEADE.  The  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand me  at  all.  I  am  speaking  of  the  moral  ob- 
ligation on  this  Administration  to  carry  out  faith- 
fully the  promises  of  a  previous  Administration. 
Of  course  it  should  be  satisfied  they  were  made. 
I  know  that,  technically  speaking,  they  are  not 
binding,  but  I  say  that  there  rests  a  moral  obli- 

fation  on  this  Aaministration — unless  ther^is  suf- 
cient  cause  for  refusing — to  carry  out  the  under- 
•tandng  had   with  their  predecessors.    Even  if 

there  were  no  promises,  why,  I  again  ask 

[Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell-— the  gentle- 
man's hour  having  expired.] 

Mr.  RANTOUL  obtained  the  floor.  He  said: 
I  do  not  nropose  to  enter  at  all  into  the  general 
merits  of  the  question  before  the  committee;  in- 
deed, I  would  not  have  troubled  the  committee— 
as  I  am  always  very  unwilling  to  do  it — with  any 
remarks  of  mine,  if  there  had  not  been  cast  upon 
my  native  State  an  imputation  so  serious  as  to 
demand  immediate  notice  from  me.  A  majority 
of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  involved  to- 
f  ether  m  an  imputation  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the 


»  honor  of  the  people  of  that  great  State,  without 
distinction  of  party,  requires  should  not,  when  it 
is  thus  cast  upon  her  by  a  representative  of  one  of 
her  Congressional  districts,  on  this  floor,  himself  a 
native  son  of  hers,  be  suffered  to  pass  unrepelled. 
The  imputation  is  one  of  corruption — ^not,  as 
I  understand  it,  upon  a  few  leaders  of  a  single 
political  party  t  but  upon  a  vast  majority  of  the  vo- 
ters of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts— <^ 
a  State  which  has  stood  so  high  in  the  history  of 
this  country  from  the  time  when  this  country  be- 
gan to  have  a  history,  and  which  I  am  proud  to 
believe  has  never  forfeited  her  pristine  rank  in  the 
glorious  sisterhood  of  confederated  States.  That 
such  an  imputation  upon  the  people  of  such  a  State 
should  be  noticed  upon  this  floor  as  soon  as  it  is 
made,  seems  to  me 'so  plain  that  I  should  think 
myself  without  excuse  if  I  kept  my  seat  under 
such  a  call  to  speak  here.  Sir,  Massachusetts 
bears  a  name  too  resplendent  with  the  glories  of 
her  colonial  and  revolutionary  history  to  be  ques- 
tioned by  her  children.  She  has  maintainea  her 
high  standard  of  patriotism,  and  virtue,  and  honor, 
too  long,  too  uniformly,  too  brilliantly,  to  have  it 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  a  true  son  of  hers 
would  endure  to  see  her  fair  fame  sullied  without 
rushing  to  her  defence. 

Sir,  the  imputation  of  corruption  is  made  here 
upon  two  political  parties,  which  the  gentleman 
estimates  to  contain  forty-three  thousand  in  the 
one  party  and  twenty-eight  thousand  in  the  other 
— a  majority,  according  to  his  own  calculation,  of 
the  voters  who  take  sumcient  interest  in  poUtical 
matters  to  present  themselves  at  the  polls.  That 
is  the  charge,  and  it  is  to  that  that  I  address  myself. 
And  first,  let  me  answer  as  to  that  portion  of  those 
voters  with  whom  I  am  directly  and  politically 
identified,  and  have  been  for  more  than  a  score  of 

? rears,  through  a  series,  scarcely  paralleled,  of  hard- 
ought  battles — I  mean  the  Democratic  party  of 
MfMsachusetts.  But  before  going  into  the  details 
of  this  matter,  let  me  make  one  general  observa- 
tion, and  I  shall  appeal  to  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sciousness of  every  man  that  hears  me,  whether 
I  am  justified  in  wnat  I  am  about  to  say,  and  that 
is,  that  if  there  be  any  political  party  in  any  State 
in  this  Union  whose  history  places  it  above  the 
suspicion  of  corruption,  from  its  peculiar  position, 
it  is  the  indefatigable  and  indomitable  Democracy 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  because  there  is  no 
party  in  any  State  in  the  Union  that  has  stood  up 
against  sucn  odds,  against  such  disadvantages, 
gainst  such  actual  losses  and  sacrifices,  as  the 
Democratic  party  of  Massachusetts,  and  every 
man  in  that  party,  has  confronted  and  sustained  • 
for  very  many  years  past.  Why,  who  are  the 
Democrats  of  that  State  ?  The  laboring  men  of 
the  State,  and  some  men  of  talent  who  are  not 
laboring  men,  but  who  are  not  men  of  capital 
or  property.  And  against  whom  are  they  con- 
tending? Against  the  whole  aggregate  mass  of 
the  capital  of  New  ELngland,  concentrated  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
That  is  the  position  of  the  two  parties.  Now,  I 
ask,  if  there  be  corruption  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts— and  I  do  not  deny  that  there  is  corrup- 
tion, more  or  less,  everywhere,  in  every  State  and 
nation  under  heaven — -but  if  there  be  corruption 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where  is  it?  Frima 
facU  the  answer  is  a  pretty  plain  one.  The  cor- 
ruption is  where  the  means  of  corruption  exist. 
There  are  several  hundreds  of  millions  of  capital 
piled  up  in  and  about  the  city  of  Boston.  There 
18  no  other  such  ajggregate  of  wealth  in  so  few 
hands  on  the  American  continent;  and  if  there  be 
corruption  there,  it  is  that  vast,  unequaled  mass 
of  capital  that  purchases  whatever  is  venal.  This 
capital,  like  all  other  capital,  is,  by  the  instincts 
of  its  holders,  adverse  to  Democratic  principles. 
Conceive  the  effect  of  this  on  the  position  of  poli- 
tical parties.  The  Democrats  are  mostly  of  the 
laboring  classes.  I  do  not  say  that  there  is  brib- 
ery there;  but  I  say  that  if  there  be,  it  is  the  rich 
that  bribe  tlie  poor,  and  not  the  poor  that  bribe 
the  rich.  Upon  that  position,  then,  I  start  in  this 
examination.  The  Democratic  piirty  of  Massa- 
chusetts consists  of  men  who  stand  up  against 
their  own  individual  interests;  and  this  every  man 
may  know  that  will  pass  through  that  State,  and 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  facts  around  him.  Is  there  an 
operative  in  a  factory  there  who  does  not  know 
that  this  place  is  less  secure  to  him  if  he  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket  than  if  he  votes  the  Whig 
ticket?  Is  there  an  agent  in  a  factory  who  does  not  ^ 


know  the  same  thing?  Is  there  a  porter  or  steve- 
dore on  a  wharf  who  does  not  feel  nis  certainty  of 
future  employment  sensibly  diminished  if  he  is 
known,  nay,  if  he  is  even  suspected,  to  be  a  Dem- 
ocrat ?  Is  there  a  storekeeper  there,  not  a  Whi^,  who 
does  not  know  that  those  who  would  be  his  best 
customera  pass  by  his  door  because  he  does  not 
happen  to  be  of  the  same  politics,  and  that  the  cus- 
tomera whom  he  gets  in  tneir  place  do  not  expend 
with  him  such  lai^  sums  of  money?  Is  there  a 
physician  or  a  professional  man  of  any  kind  who 
does  not  know  that  he  makes  heavy  sacrifices  if 
he  adopts  and  professes  the  so-called  heresies  that 
have  been  so  unpopular  formerly  with  the  pow- 
erful in  Massachusetts?  Is  there  a  lawyer  or  any 
talent,  who  is  a  Democrat,  who  does  not  know  that 
he  could  quadruple  his  practice  by  simply  profess- 
ing to  be  a  Whig?  Cleigymen,  physicians,  labor- 
era,  tradesmen-Hall  classes  of  men  make  sacrifices 
by  belonging  to  the  Democratic  party.  No  mor- 
tal man  in  Massachusetts  ever  made  sacrifices  by 
joining  the  Whig  party,  but  teas  of  thousands  <^ 
Democrats  have  sacrificed  a  large  proportion  of 
their  means  of  support  by'standing  up  to  what  they 
beUeved  to  be  sound,  and  true,  and  right.  That  is 
the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  that  has  been  iti  history  from  its  com- 
mencement down  to  the  present  time.  Against 
this  party  particularly  is  the  charge  of  corruption 
aimcnd,  and  what  is  the  ground  of  that  char^  ?  It 
is  brought  down  to  the  fulled  fact  of  a  coalition. 

Before  going  into  the  ch&racter  of  the  alleged 
coalition, let  me  ask,  are  coalitions  in  themaelvei 
wrong?    Is  it  wrong  that  those  who  seek  a  com- 
mon object,  should  cooperate  to  efi*ect  that  object? 
Am  I  to  stop  to  inquire  whether  my  neighbor 
thinks  as  I  do  upon  all  questions— all  important 
questions,  if  you  please— before  I  act  with  him 
upon  any  one  important  question  ?    If  the  Capitol 
is  on  fire,  and  the  engines  in  the  Rotundo,  and  not 
men  enough  to  man  the  brakes,  must  I  refuse  to 
fall  in  and  help  to  work  for  the  salvation  of  ibc 
common  interest,  and  to  extinguish  the  conflagra- 
tion, because  there  happens  to  be  a  man  at  ^vrork 
there  for  the  same  object,  who  entertains  dlflTereot 
sentiments  from  me,  on  religion,  for  instance,  the 
most  important  concern  of  man — he  being  a  Cath- 
olic, and  I  a  Protestant  ?    Every  man  will  say  at 
once,  that  the  man  would  be  an  idiot  who  would 
sufler  his  energies  fo  be  paralyzed  by  scruples 
against  the  coalition  in  such  a  case,  though  it  might 
be  a  coalition  with  atheists  and  drunkaras,  polyg- 
amists  and  monarchists.    I  hold  that,  as  a  general 
thing,  for  those  to  act  together  who  desire  a  great 
pubuc  object,  impossible  to  be  accomplished  with- 
out their  union,  shows  that  they  are  men  of  sense 
and  understand  how  to  efiect  their  object.    What 
do  all  these  men  who  cry  out  against  the  alleged 
coalition  in  Massachusetts  do  in  respect  of  coali- 
tion among  themselves?    Do  they  isolate  them- 
selves?   Does  each  man  stand  apart  from   his 
neighbora  with  whoip  he  dtflfers  on  any  important 
question?    If  they  did,  there  would  be  no  parties 
in  this  country,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other, 
and  no  Government,  for  without  combinations  of 
men  difi'ering  widely  from  each  other,  constitu- 
tions could  never  be  adopted,  nor  governments 
carried  on,  nor  even  established,  and  freedom 
would  expire  in  universal  anarchy. 

But  to  come  now  to  the  precise  question  raised 
by  the  charge  of  my  collesLgue  agamst  Massachu- 
setts: is  a  coalition  oetween  men  who  do  not  op- 
pose the  compromise  measures,  and  the  fugitive 
slave  law  particularly,  with  men  who  do  oppose 
them,  an  unholy  coalition  ?  If  it  be,  where  and 
since  when  was  that  discovery  made?  Was  it  by 
the  Whig  party  in  the  State  of  Missouri?  Has  Mis- 
souri been  denounced  again  and  again  upon  this 
floor,  by  Whig  gentlemen,  because  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Geter]  who  holds  his  seatin  the  other  branch 
of  this  Congress,  was  elected  by  a  coalition,  as  I 
underatand  it,  of  those  who  favored  hnd  those  who 
were  ^tpposed  to  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  the 
compromise  measures,  m  the  State  of  Missouri  ? 
Is  it  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  where  the  gentle- 
man nominated  by  a  Free-Soil  convention,  and  , 
known  to  concur  in  their  views,  was  electa,  and 
the  Whig  papers,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other,  set  up  a  shout  of  triumph  at  the  Whi£ 
victory  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  r  The  Free-Soil 
candidate  of  the  Free-Soil  party  was  elected,  and 
hence  it  was,  as  one  would  suppose,  a  Free-Soil 
victory.  But  is  a  Whig  victory  a  Free-Soil  vic- 
tory?   Are  they  one  and  the  same  thing?    The 
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gentleman  says  they  are  not  the  same,  but  very 
3i9*ereQt  (hin^;  but  yet  there  is  no  outcry  of  in- 
cognation  against  Missouri,  or  against  Wisconsin 
for  these  enormities,  but  much  applause,  because 
tL  coalition  has  given  to  Whigs  a  share  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  office  and  power.  There  is  little  to  be 
ojged  against  Ohio,  or  J^^ew  York,  or  Georgia,  but 
a  great  deal  against  Massachusetts.  And  why?  I 
Jo  not  know,  unless  it  is  because  her  own  sons 
contribute  to  heap  imputations  of  dishonor  on 
Massachusetts,  on  this  floor,  because  the  stab 
firom  the  paricidal  hand  rankles  most  sorely,  and 
stimulates  the  malignancy  of  strangers  to  follow 
up  the  blow  and  add  fresh  venom  to  the  wound. 
1  do  not  know  why  else  she  is  made  to  bear  the 
sns  of  all  the  other  States — why  else  she  is  to  be 
the  **  scape-goat"  for  all  the  other  coalitions  in 
the  United  States.  Are  not  we  in  Massachusetts 
at  liberty  to  judge  of  our  own  political  position, 
and  pohtical  course,  as  well  as  gentlemen  in  Mis- 
souri,  or  Wisconsin,  or  Ohio,  or  in  New  York,  or 
anywhere  else  in  the  United  States — in  Missis- 
sippi, or  Georgia,  or  any  other  State?  Is  it  so 
dear  that  in  any  section  of  the  country — Elast, 
West,  North,  South,  or  central — ^is  it,  I  say,  so 
dear  that  gentlemen,  who  call  themselves  by  the 
same  party  name,  agree  upon  these  very  questions? 
Is  it  so  clear  that,  in  South  Carolina,  or  Alabama, 
or  Mississippi,  the  Democrats  all  afree  about  this 
h^tive  slave  bill  ?  Do  not  some  of  them  say  that 
it  IS  constitutional,  and  others  that  it  is  unconsti- 
tational  ?  Do  not  some  propose  one  course  of 
action,  and  others  precisdy  the  opposite  course  of 
Action  with  regard  to  it?  Yet,  day  after  day,  with 
an  insolence  countenanced  by  her  own  sons,  Mas- 
sachusetts is  denounced  upon  this  floor,  and  no 
other  State  but  Massachusetts — a  State  having  a 
ri^t  equal  to  that  of  any  other  sovereign  State  in 
this  Confederacy,  to  determine  what  she  considers 
right  and  proper,  and  what  course  she  deems  best 
to  pursue  in  her  own  domestic  aflfairs,  and  for  her 
own  good  government.  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stanlt]  thmks  he  would 
not  go  to  heaven  with  Democrats  like  those  of 
Maswchusettfr— he  could  not  bear  to  tread  the 
tame  path.  Sir,  he  has  not  trod  our  path  hereto- 
fnre,  and  we  therefore  had  no  reason  to  expect  his 
company  in  the  straight  and  thorny  way  at  this 
time;  Vmi because  he  refuses  to  join  us,  we  shall 
not  the  lesa  firmly  press  on,  and  not  the  less  safely 
arriVe  at  oar  journey 's  end. 

Massachusetts,  I  say,  has  the  same  right  to 
manage  her  own  political  aflfairs,  in  her  own  way, 
with  tnat  of  any  other  State  in  this  Union.  And 
the  has  not  only  the  same  right,  but  she  has  the 
aame  ability,  energy,  and  determination,  to  main- 
tain that  right  with  any  other  State,  and  she  will 
maintain  it,  at  home  and  abroad. 

But  I  am  not  going  to  take  my  stand  behind  the 
dignity  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  say 
that  she  does  what  she  pleases,  and  she  will  not 

five  an  account  of  what  she  does.  I  stand  ready 
ere  to-day — what  I  have  never  done  before  in 
|»iblic,' and  what  I  would  not  do  now.  if  I  did  not 
feel  particularly  clear  and  particularly  free  from 
doubt  that  I  am  doing  right  in  what  I  am  doin? — 
to  indorse  the  coalition  in  Massachusetts.  I  oe- 
Uere  I  understand  what  it  was,  and  what  it  did, 
though  I  was  not  present  at  the  time  it  was  entered 
into.  I  was  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  But  after  my 
return  I  heard  what  had  been  done,  and  I  am  now 
ia  the  condition  of  an  impartial  looker-on ;  and  being 
thus  free  to  take  my  own  course,  I  can  say,  and  do 
say,  that  I  think  it  was  eminently  wise  and  pa- 
triotic in  the  majority  of  the  people  of  that  State 
to  lake  the  government  of  the  state  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  minority,  however  unpleasant  to  the 
minority  that  proceeding  might  be. 

Before  proc^ing  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  that 
movement,  and  of  the  masterly  combination  by 
which  it  was  made,  let  me,  however,  inquire,  for 
a  moment,  wh«  it  is  that  makes  the  charge  of  cor- 
ruption against  the  coalition  in  Massachusetts? 
My  colleague  from  the  sixth  district  [Mr.  Davis] 
undertakes  to  read  lectures  to  the  Democracy  and 
Free-Soil  party  because  they  act  together  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. That  is  all.  He  has  not  impeached 
them /or  their  acts,  but  only  for  their  concurrence  in 
those  acts.  He  has  not  singled  out  any  one  act  of 
those  parties,  except  that  of  acting  together.  That 
heconsiders  a  violation  of  political  principles.  I  have 
a  right  to  presume  that  all  our  ereat  measures  were 
right,  only  that  it  was  wrong  for  us  first  to  agree 
to  do  right,  and  then  to  do  it.    He  has  not  accused 


us  of  voting  for  any  law  or  any  resolution,  but  he 
has  accused  us  of  appointing  men  to  oflice.  Hef 
has  not  accused  us  of  appointing  bad  men.  He 
has  not  said  that  the  offices  are  not  better  filled 
now  than  they  were  when  the  Whigs  were  in 
power.  If  he  had,  I  should  take  issue  with  him 
upon  that  proposition.  He  has  not  designated 
one  sinele  act  of  these  parties,  but  he  has  desig- 
nated this  coalition  itself  and  per  te  as  offensive  to 
his  political  sensibilities. 

And  now,  what  does  my  friend  from  the  sixth 
district  mean  by  charging  upon  the  Democrats  a 
breach  of  political  honesty  in  acting  with  those 
who  a^;ree  with  them  upon  certain  particular  points 
of  action — ^in  electing  the  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  other  oflicers  of  State  administra- 
tion, and  in  passing  certain  measures  of  reform, 
in  which  the  Democratic  party  has  been  engaged 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  past  in  Massachusetts, 
but  which  they  had  not  accomplished,  and  could 
not  have  accomplished  without  the  aid  which  he 
thinks  they  ought  not  to  have  received,  when  it 
was  tendered  ?  Does  the  gentleman  from  the  sixth 
district  believe  that  it  is  wrong  for  a  Free-Soiler  to 
act  with  a  Whig,  or  a  Whig  with  a  Free-Soiler? 
To  make  my  question  more  definite  and  more  per- 
tinent to  his  own  position,  does  he  believe  it  wrong 
for  AN  Abolitionist  and  a  Whig  to  act  together? 
He  must  have  undergone  a  transformation  of  heart 
and  character  as  sudden,  as  entire,  and  as  far  be- 
yond the  reach  of  natural  causes  as  that  of  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  and  that,  too,  quite  recently,  if  he  does 
not  believe  such  common  action  to  be  honorable 
and  justifiable.  Then  why  does  he  attack  this 
coalition  so  furiously?  This  is  a  new  thing  com- 
pared with  the  old,  standing  coalition  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Whig 
party  has  retained  its  power,  for  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  by  carrying  with  it  the  votes  of  those 
whose  feelings  towards  the  institution  of  slavery^ 
were  not  of  a  very  favorable  kind.  They  are  the' 
gentlemen,  those  influenced  by  their  dislike  of 
slavery  were  the  gentlemen  who  kept  the  Whig 
party  m  power  in  Massachusetts,  from  the  time 
when  it  came  in  by  the  amalgamation  or  coalition 
of  1^25,  till  the  time  when  it  went  out  by  the  coidi- 
tion  of  November,  1850,  continued  in  January, 
1851.  If,  then,  it  be  wrong  for  a  party  opposed 
to  the  compromise  to  coalesce  with  a  party  in  favor 
of  the  compromise,  I  tell  this  committee  that  such 
a  coalition — such  in  principle,  for  this  coahtion  in 
Massachusetts  does  not  date  only  firom  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law-yl  say  such  a  coalition  has  Kept 
the  Whig  party  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  m 
power  down  to  the  time  when  they  went  out  of 
power.  And  a  pretty  prominent  actor  in  that 
coalition  was  the  gentleman  ftt>m  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  who  charges  the  damning  sin  of 
coalition  upon  the  Democrats  of  Massachusetts. 
Now,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  speeking  in  relation 
to  matters  of  this  kind  without  the  evidence  be- 
fore me.  Therefore,  in  order  to  substantiate  my 
charee  of  this  coalition  between  the  Whigrs  and 
AboUtionists  of  Massachusetts,  I  shall  sin^e  out 
the  history  of  the  gentleman  from  the  sixth  district 
in  connection  with  this  matter. 

In  1835,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Davis]  was  a  mem- 
ber of  an  anti-slaverv  convention  of  the  county  of 
Franklin,  [laughter,]  Massachusetts.  Gentlemen 
will  see  that  I  have  begun  far  enough  back,  so  that 
my  colleague  cannot  complain  that  I  have  not 
treated  him^fairiy  by  not  exhibiting  his  whole 
course  on  th*is  subject  in  its  just  connection.  I 
will  remark  that  this  was  not  a  Free-Soil  conven- 
tion, but  an  .^fro^ifton  convention.  Some  gentle- 
men may  think  the  distinction  rather  a  nice  one; 
to  those  concerned  it  seems  vastly  important.  This 
was  a  meeting  of  Abolitionists,  for  tne  purpose  of 
organizing  one  of  those  anti-slavery  societies, 
commonly  called  Abolition  societies.  The  pub- 
lished account  states  that  Mr.  George  T.  Davis 
read  the  call  for  the  convention,  and  was  elected 
one  of  its  secretaries.  The  organization  of  the 
society  was  proceeded  with.  A  constitution  was 
adopted,  the  second  article  of  which  defined  the 
objects  of  the  society,  which  was  declared  to  be 

**THE   ENTIRE    REMOVAL    OF    SLAVERY    FROM    THE 

United  States."    [Great  laughter.] 

[Cries  of  "Read  it!"  "  Read  it!"] 

Mr.  R.  I  cannot  undertake  to  read  all  to  which 
I  refer,  but  the  committee  will  be  satisfied  with 
extracts,  for  there  will  be  a  large  number  wliich  I 
shall  read. 

It  was  a  pretty  large  undertaking  for  a  young 


man,  but  young  men  are  always  ambitious  and 
sanguine.  But  it  seems  in  1^15,  my  colleague 
undertook  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  [Renewed  laughter.] 
1  confess  that  it  is  somewhat  more  than  I  should 
have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  perform  in  the 
county  of  Franklin,  in  the  year  1835.  If  I  had 
felt  a  tendency  that  way,  an  inwfu^  call  to  that 
mission,  I  should  have  placed  the  bounds  of  my 
ambition  within  decidedly  narrower  limits. 

The  third  article  of  that  constitution  pledges  the 
members  to  "labor  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Territories  of 
the  Union  by  all  constitutional  means."  A  reso- 
lution adopted  at  that  meeting  declares  that "  slave- 
holding,  as  it  exists  in  the  United  States,  is  SIN, 
and  ought  at  all  times  to  be  regarded  and  treated 
as  such."  And  another  resolution  delares  what 
my  Southern  friends  will  be  glad  to  know  upon 
this  high  authority,  that  **  hnroediate  emancipa- 
tion would  be  without  danger  to  the  white  popu- 
lation."  [Great  laughter.]  Of  the  society  thus 
formed,  George  T.  Davis  was  elected  treasurer. 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  my  colleague  in 
1835.  In  1838,  on  Tuesday,  October  3d ,  "  a  con- 
vention of  the  young  men  of  Massachusetts,  who 
are  the  friends  of  immediate  and  universal  eman- 
cipation," met  at  Brinley  Hall,  Worcester.  Per- 
haps my  friend  from  that  district  [Mr.  Allen] 
imbib^  his  principles  there,  and  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  beg  to  say,  that  that  meeiinff 
goes  much  further  than!  ever  went  or  am  prepared 
to  go .    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RANTOUL.  Then  the  gentleman  from 
Worcester,  it  seems,  did  not  learn  his  whole  les- 
son, as  the  teacher  [Mr.  Davis]  was  then  and 
there  prepared  to  impart  it.  The  proceedings  of 
that  meeUng,  published  ofiicially  in  the  Boston  Lib' 
erator,  edited  by  Mr.  Garrison,  state  that  Mr. 
(George  T.  Davis,  of  Greenfield,  was  elected  Pres- 
ident, pro  tempore. 

Then  the  committee  to  nominates  officers  re- 
ported  

rCries  of  "  Read !"  "  Read  !'T 

Mr.  R.,  (continuing.)  "  The  committee  to  nom- 
inate officers  report^,  and  the  following:  gentle- 
men were  elected:  President,  George  T.  Davis, of 
Greenfield ;"  and  then  follow  the  names  of  ten  Vice 
Presidents,  and  three  Secretaries.  Among  the  res- 
olutions adopted  at  the  meeting  which  elected  Mr. 
George  T.  Davis  President  of  this  Abolition  Con- 
vention, were  the  following: 

*'  Retolvedj  That  the  man  who  sfti  itiU  in  Congress  and 
permits  our  rigbbi  to  lie  trampled  upon  and  nur  lives  to  he 
threatened  by  Southern  slave-drivers,  in  silence,  does  not 
fUthf^ily  represent  the  treemen  of  flree  Massachnsetu." 

[Laughter.] 

I  rejoice  to  Know  this  from  authority  which  can- 
not mislead  me,  because  1  am  in  daily  expectation 
of  that  burst  of  eloquence  which  is  to  carry  out 
this  principle,  from  tne  gentleman  from  the  sixth 
distnct.  The  freemen  of  free  Massachusetts  have 
at  last  a  representative  now  who  will  not  represent 
them  in  silence.  [Laughter.]  The  next  resolu- 
tion is  in  these  words: 

«  Rewlvedf  That  the  Senators  of  this  Commonwealth, 
Daniel  Webster  and  John  Davit,  did  so  conduct,  when 
that  infamous  threat  of  death  to  any  Abolitionist  who  should 
set  foot  in  South  Carolina,  was  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the 
United  States  Senate ;  that  we  regard  Uieir  silence,  on  that 
ovcaaion.  widi  the  deepest  Indignation ;  and  that  we  winh 
we  could  say  of  both,  as  we  can  of  one,  *  distinguish^!,  but 
not  bom  in  Massachusetts.' " 

[Laughter.] 

My  collea^e  from  the  sixth  district,  in  the  over- 
flowinfi;  of  his  heart,  thanked  God  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  confess  that  Daniel  Webster  was  a  na- 
tive of  his  State.  That  is  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution.  He  wished  he  could  sapr  of  John  Da- 
vis, as  he  had  of  Webster,  *<  distntrttuhed^  but 
NOT  BORN  in  Massachusetts."  Here  is  one 
count  in  the  bill  of  indictment  against  a  learned 
gentleman  who  occupies  a  seat  in  the  other  Hall 
of  this  Capitol— that  he  stated  tlbat  Millard  Fill- 
more'^iiad- better  never  have  been  bom  than  to 
have  signed  the  fugitive  slave  bill. "  Why  should 
the  member  from  the  sixth  district  complain  of 
that  expression  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  alluded 
to,  when  he  thinks  it  a  matter  of  rejoicing  that 
Daniel  Webster  was  not  born  in  Massachusetts  ? 
Why,  if  I  wished  a  man  had  never  been  born  in 
Massachusetts,  or  if  I  exulted  that  a  man  had  not 
been  bom  in  Massachusetts,  I  would  go  a  little 
further,  I  think,  and  wish  that  he  had  never  been 
bora  at  all.     [Laughter.] 
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The  next  resolution  is  in  Uieee  Woi^s: 

«  Retolved,  That  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
their  representativas  in  Congress,  are  morally  bound  to 
ttfxilich  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colurohia  and  national 
Territories,  and  to  prohibit  the  inter-State  slave  trade." 

And  another: 

**  Reiohed.  That  all  lefislative  enactmenU  arraying  the 
civil  and  military  power  of  the  nation  aftUnst  the  idave, 
are  an  outrage  on  humanity,  a  violation  of  morality  and 
religion,  and  therefore  noil  and  void ;  and  that  we  will 
never  return  a  fugitive  slave  into  bondage,  nor  bear  arms  to 
keep  him  fh>m  his  inalienable  rights." 

I  do  not  know  precisely  what  that  means,  but  I 
should  8upfM>se  it  to  include  the  idea  that,  in  case 
of  dotnestic  insurrection  in  any  part  of  this  Union, 
these  gentlemen  resolve  they  will  not  take  up  arms 
to  aid  in  the  suppression  or  that  insurrection.  It 
asserts,  also,  that  Iaws4ike  the  fugitive  slave  law 
are  null  and  void  by  the  higheariaw. 

What  comes  next? 

"  Rewhed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  this 
State  to  petition  the  United  States  Senate,  praying  them 
npt  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  any  person 
as  a  minister  finun  this  country  to  any  tbroign  Coart  who  is 
a  slaveholder,  twcaose  such  representatives  degrade  the 
American  name  and  character  abroad,  and  make  republi- 
canism a  hiosing  and  a  by- word  before  mo  civilized  worid." 

[Laughter.] 

This  is  almost  a  fair  offset  for  the  solemn  league 
aud  covenant  of  similar  proscription  against  non- 
sustainers  of  the  compromises.  [Laug^hter.]  Well, 
sir,  the  other  proceeding  of  that  meeting  are  some- 
what interestingy  especially  the  resolution  which 
speaks  of  "  the  visit  of  our  dew  friend,  Geoi^ge 
Thompson,  to  this  country. "  [Great  and  con- 
tinued lauff hter.l  And  the  resolution  which  as- 
sures him  be  shall  '*  receive  the  support  and  coun- 
tenance of  the  whole  body  of  the  .younff  men  of 
this  Commonwealth*'-xl  trust  my  friend  has  not 
escaped  from  that  category,  and  is  still  one  of  the 
young  men  of  the  Commonwealth,  young  enough  to 
countenance  our  dear  friend  George  Thompson — 
<*  shall  receive  the  support  and  countenance  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  young  men  of  this  Common- 
wealth, now  represented  in  this  convention. "  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  Mr.  Thompson.  Wuliam 
Lloyd  Garrison  seems  to  have  taken  a  part  with 
Mr.  Gkorge  T.  Davis,  in  this  convention.  In  the 
next  year  of  this  strange,  eventful  history — ^for  I 
must  follow  it  step  by  step — ^in  1839,  October 
S3d,  a  meeting  was  held  of  the  Franklin  county 
Anti-Slavery  Society;  Elijah  Alvord  was  chosen 
President,  and  George  T.  Davis  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents;  and  in  the  aflernoon,  the  President 
being  absent,  this  George  T.  Davis  presided.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  business  committee,  and 
one  of  the  resolutions  adopted  and  reported  by 
that  committee  was  as  follows.  It  goes  rather 
strong,  as  gentlemen  wiU  observe: 

<<  Aesofveti,  That  Abolitionists  ought  to  withdraw  all  chria- 
tian  fellowship  with  slaveholders.*' 

[Laughter.] 

That  is  a  denunciation  of  coalitions.  Still  it  is 
a  denunciation  confined  to  matters  eccleiriastical. 
The  gentleman's  practice  shows  that  he  had  not 
then  arrived  at  that  sublime  height  of  wisdom 
whence  one  may  look  down  with  contempt  on  po- 
litical coalitions,  for  down  to  yesterday  he  was, 
though  a  zealous,  thorough-going,  consistent  Abo- 
litionist, engaged  in  a  very  close  and  confidential 
coalition  with  politicians  who  hold  in  common 
with  him  no  one  of  the  sentiments  quoted  from  his 
various  resolutions,  as  I  will  by  and  by  show,  if 
indeed  it  is  worth  the  while  to  follow  the  matter 
•o  far. 

It  was  also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boies, 

«  Retohoedf  That  we  will  vote  for  no  man  for  Congress, 
who  is  not  in  fkvor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  internal  slave  trade,  and 
opposed  to  the  admiision  rf  any  new  slave  State.'' 

In  the  year  1840,  my  colleague  from  the  sixth 
district  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  he  was  chairman  of  the  special  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  which  re- 
ported those  famous  resolves,  circulated  over  all 
the  country,  and  so  often  quot«]  as  showinfp  the 
opinions  of  the  Whifs  of  Massachusetu,  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery.  My  colleague,  as  chairman  of 
that  committee,  made  an  able  report,  introducing 
the  resolutions  which  were  then  adopted. 

The  resolutions  were  as  follows: 

*<  Whereas  domestic  slavery  exists  in  the  DistrioC  of  Co- 
lumbia, under  the  express  authority  of  Compress,  Itc. 

*•  Rttohcd^  That  Congrew  ought  to  exerciJie  its  ncknowl- 
edged  power,  in  the  immediate  suppression  uf  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  ColviDbia.  I 


"  And  whereas,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Congre^  has  power  to  regulate  conunerce  witli  IbregB  oa- 
tioiis  Riid  between  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  in  the 
exercise  of  which  power  Congress  in  the  year  1808  abol- 
ished the  foreign  slave  trade ;  and  whereas,  a  dorae^itic  slave 
tcade,  as  uoJitMifiable'in  principle  as  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  scarcely  loas  cruel  and  inhoman  in  practice,  is  now  car- 
ried on  tiBtween  the  several  States :  Therefore, 

*^  Jle$6lv€df  That  the  duuie^tic  slave  trade  ought  to  be 
abolhJied  by  Congress,  without  delay. 

**  Rejoiced f  That  no  new  State  ought  to  b«  admitted  into 
the  UiuoD,  whose  Const! tutipn  shall  tolerate  domei^c 
slav4;ry. 

**  Henolvedf  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  use  their  utmost 
eA>rts  to  give  effect  to  the  fbregoing  resolves." 

And  the  Governor  was  directed  to  send  the  res- 
olutions to  Senators,  &c. 

The  report  with  which  the  resolutions  were  in- 
troduced, was  signed  by  Mr.  Davis,  and  I  there- 
fore conclude,  was  written  by  him,  for  I  take  it  he 
is  not  in  the  K^bit  of  signing  reports  which  he  does 
not  write. 

In  that  same  year,  1840,  a  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  Senate  of  Mas8achusel|s>  making  a  change 
in  what  is  sometimes  called  the  black  code,  the 
legislation  regulating  the  rights  of  negroes.  That 
change  was  a  repeal  of  the  prec^xisting  law,  which 
forbade  the  intermarriage  of  whites  with  mulat* 
toes  and  negroes.  And  that  reform  was  brought 
about  by  the  instrumentality  of  my  colleague, 
from  the  sixth  district,  [laughter,]  as  be  was  the 
chairman  of  the  comtnittee  that  reported  the  bill 
providing  for  the  change.  That  oill  became  a 
law;  and  I  think  I  do  no  more  than  justice  to  the 
eloquence  and  talents  of  my  learned  and  able  col- 
league, when  I  say,  that  in  all  human  probability, 
the  youn^  white  men  of  Massachusetts  would  have 
been  denied  the  privileges  of  connecting  themselves 
with  mulattoes  and  blacks,  (in  that  interesting  re- 
lation which  the  gentleman  trom  the  sixth  district 
has  opened  to  them,)  down  to  this  day,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  disinterested  exertionh  of  my  col- 
league from  the  sixth  districlb    [Great  laughter.] 

On  the  9th  day  of  October,  1838|  a  meeting  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Franklin  county  was 
held,  and  George  T.  Davis  was  reiilected  treasurer 
of  that  Society.  If  there  was  corruption  at  that 
time  the  fond  was  in  his  keeping,  and  he  may 
therefore  have  had  better  opportunities  of  under- 
standing this  question  of  corruption  than  most  of 
his  colleagues  who  have  not  had  the  fortune  to  be 
treasurers  of  abolition  societies*  Mr.  Gkoiige  T. 
Davis  was  rei^ected  treasurer  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society  of  Franklin  county;  and  among  the  reso- 
lutions passed  are  some,  wmch  contain  some  rather 
severe  remarks  upon  the  honorable  Daniel  Web- 
ster, whose  position  then  was  not  so  far  from  that 
of  this  treasurer  of  the  Abolitionists  as  it  has  been 
since;  as  it  is  now,  when  the  treasurer  thinks 
proper  to  form  a  coalition  with  him. 

Now,  down  to  1840, 1  have  traced  this  history. 
Down  to  1850,  has  no  change  come  over  the  spirit 
of  the  dream  of  my  colleague  from  the  sixth  dis- 
trict ?  No,  sir.  No,  sir !  Judging  from  all  public 
manifestations,  I  was  lead  to  suppose  that  the  senti- 
ments of  my  colleague  from  the  sixth  district  re- 
mained down  to  yesterday,  just  the  same  as  repre- 
sented in  the  senes  of  resolutions  I  have  iust  read. 
If  there  be  any  pubUc  address,  in  any  public  meet- 
ing in  Massachusetts,  avowing  a  chanse  of  senti- 
ment, I  have  not  seen  it,  or  read  it,  or  heard  of  it. 
If  there  is  any  communication  in  any  newspaper, 
magazine,  or  elsewhere;  if  there  be  any  communi- 
cation to  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  |vho  elected 
the  honorable  member,  informing  them  that  he  did 
not  entertain,  when  he  was  last  elected,  the  same 
sentiments  entertained  previously  by  him—from 
1835  down — I  have  never  heard  a  rumor  of  them. 
There  maybe  such;  this  part  of  the  State  is  some- 
what distant  from  my  home,  and  I  do  not  pretend 
to  read  all  that  comes  out  in  the  newspapers.  I 
say  I  never  heard  a  rumor,  or  saw  an  indication  of 
any  change  of  sentiment  on  this  class  of  subjects, 
upon  the  part  of  my  colleague. 

But  the  convention  that  nominated  my  colleague 
for  election  to  this  place,  otight  certainly  to  know 
the  truth  in  reference  to  the  opinions  of  their  can- 
didate. They  voted  for  him  upon  the  supposition 
that  his  opinions  coincided  with  their  own,  and 
they  especially  knew  that  they  were  voting  for  a 
gentleman  so  high-minded  and  chivalroun  that  he 
abhors  All  coalitions.  Of  course  he  would  not 
receive  the  votes  of  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  would  spurn  them  with  a  pure  indignation. 
It  must,  then,  be  taken  for  granted  that  his  party 
eoincides  with  him  in  bis  sentiments.    The  mfer- 
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ence  is  stronger  in  his  case  than  in  that  of  anv 
other  man;  and  if  I  find  out  what  were  the  senti- 
ments ef  the  party  who  sent  him  to  Congress  at 
the  time  when  they  sent  him,  I  shall  find  what  ha 
views  were  presumed  to  be  at  the  lime  be  wai 
sent  here,  and  that,  too,  by  a  presumption  which 
he  at  least  is  estopped  from  denying. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  hour  which  the  Homb 
had  resolved  to  close  debate  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill  ha^ 
arrived. 

Cries,  addressed  to  Mr.  Rantoul,  of  "Go  on!*' 
"Goon!" 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  even  by 
unanimous  consent  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  ib« 
Chair,  disregard  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  R ANTOUL.  Cannot  I  proceed  if  there  ii 
no  objection  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  (h« 
Chair  you  cannot  even  by  unanimous  consent 
proceea. 

Mr.  ORR.  Unanimous  consent  is  given,  aitd 
do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  decide  that  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  proceed  ?  *     ' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  This  matter 
may  be  quickly  settled — I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  No!  no!  I  should  very 
much  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  through,  but  we 
must  stand  up  to  our  rules. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wiU  ask  the  Chair  if,  by 
unanimous  consent,  Gk>vemor  McDowell  was  not 
on  a  former  session  allowed  to  proceed  afler  the 
time  had  expired  for  closing  debate?  and  if  it  vu 
not  done  in  several  other  cases? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Never  when  I  wa»  prei- 
ent.  My  recollection  is»  in  the  case  of  Governor 
McDowell,  that  upon  t^nro  occasions  the  Hoom 
refused  to  do  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  Let  roe  inouire  of  the  Chair,  whether 
a  proposition  to  reconsicler  the  vote  on  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  resolution  term  mating  the  debate  opon 
this  bill  was  made  and  laid  upon  the  table? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  the  recollection  of 
the  Chair  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Dunham]  moved  that  the  vote  by  which  the  mo- 
lution  was  adopted  be  reconsidered,  and  that  that 
motion  be  laid  upon  the  table.  It  was  remarked 
at  the  time  that  the  motion  was  unnecessary,  as  it 
had  been  reconsidered  once,  but  the  gentleman  in- 
sisted upon  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  committee  go  back  into  the 
House,  can  the  resolution  be  rescinded  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  for  the  House  to 
determine,  and  not  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Have  I  a  right  to  debateiny 
appeal? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No,  sir;  because  the  boar 
has  arrived  at  which  debate  must  terminate.  Tbt 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Houston,]  who  reported  this  bill,  is  bow» 
under  the  rules,  entitled  to  address  the  commits 
for  one  hour.  After  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
debate  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  five  minutes 
speeches,  in  explanation  of  such  amendmeota  as 
may  be  offered. 

Kir.  JOHNSON.  I  have  this  right  certainly, 
and  that  is,  to  ask  you  whether  an  appeal  cannot 
be  taken  from  whatever  decision  you  make  sitting 
in  that  chair,  and  whether,  if  an  appeal  be  taken, 
yon  are  not  bound  to  put  the  quesuon  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  GenUemen  were  roakinf 
inquiries,  and  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  chair 
to  disregard  the  gentleman's  appeal. 

The  Chair  decides  that  the  resolution  of  the 
House  terminating  debate  upon  this  bill  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  be- 
ing imperative  emd  unconditional  in  its  f**^"*^' 
not,  even  by  unanimous  consent,  be  disregarded. 
Prom  this  decision  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas 
takes  an  appeal.  * 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  submit  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, unless  unanimous  consentis  obtained.  There 

were  fifty  objections  in  this  part  of  the  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  not  dj- 
cussed  what  he  promised  to  do— the  coalition,  tie 
dodges  the  question.  ^  ,    ^| 

Air.  RANTOUL.  I  desire  to  go  on,  '^^J.f!^ 
not  dodge  the  question.  The  gentleman  shaU  oe 
gratified  to  the  fullest  extent.  , .     .    ^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.    There  being  objecuons, 

the  gentleman's  appeal  falls. 
IVfr.  BISSELL.    I  move  the  commiWH  ris«. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


I'UBLISHED  AT  WASHINGTON,  BY  JOHN    C.   RIVES.— TERMS   $3    FOR  THIS  SESSION. 


3^  Co2feiiBS8,  1st  Session, 


Wednesday;  January  as,  issa. 


New  Series No.  SJ5. 


The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  from  Ala-  ' 
bama  [Mr.  Houstow]  is  entitTed  to  the  floor.  ! 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  in  a  v«ry  jjeculiarly  I 
embarrassing  position,  either  in  speaking  upon 
the  matters  before  the  committee,  or  upon  the  | 
main  question  that  will  occupy  the  time  allotted 
Co  met  t>ut  I  do  not  feel  myselr  at  liberty  to  resist 
the  application  that  seems  to  come  from  aH  parts 
of  the  House  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  make  the 
motion  that  the  committee  rise.  It  appears  to 
me,  ho  wever<,  that  wh«n  we  do  get  into  the  House, 
we  «iU  be  in  the  precise  condition  that  we  are 
BOW.     We  cannot  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    1  move  that  tlie  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  ORR.    There  is  no  necessity  for  going  into 
the  House,  for  the  resolution  cannot  be  reached 
there. 
T^eni  were  demanded  and  ordered. 
Mr.  BISSELL  then  withdrew  his  motion  that 
(be  committee  rise. 

The  CH  AIRMAN.    The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama will  proceed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  intend  to 
sceapy  the  portion  of  time  to  which  I  am  entitled 
in  endeavonn^  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  issues  that  legitimately  and  properly 
CTow  out  of  the  bill  upon  which  we  shall  shortly 
be  called  to  vote,  and,  if  possible,  present  the  sub- 
ject free  from  all  extraneous  matters  and  influen- 
ces.    The  circumstances  which  have  just  trans- 
pred  have  placed  me  in  a  position  peculiarly  em- 
Dorrossing — the  debate  having  wandered  entirely 
from  the  question  before  the  committee,  and  as- 
«imed  a  personal  character.    Such  discussions 
being  always  exciting,  command  attention ,  while 
a  debate  which  is  pertinent  to  the  question  does 
not.    Another  cause  of  embarrassment  proceeds 
from  the  fact  that  there  was  such  an  evident  dispo- 
m^xi  fbr  the  s])eaker  [Mr.  Rantoul]  to  proceed, 
when  it  wa^  not  in  my  power,  nor  was  it  in  the 
power  of  the  committee  or  of  the  House,  if  we  had 
gone  thercj  to  have  authorized  him  to  do  so.   The 
committee  itself  must  see  that  there  was  no  other 
course  left  for  me  to  pursue  than  the  one  I  adopted. 
I  was  appealed  to  for  a  portion  of  my  time — time 
granted  to  me  under  the  rules  of  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  closing  this  debate,  and  which  I  feel 
bound  to  devote,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  1  may  oc- 
cupy, to  a  discussion  of  the  bill  and  amendments 
before  as.    The  usage  of  this  body  gives  me— *be- 
caose  of  the  position  I  occupy  on  one  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House — to  some  extent  beyond 
what  I  might  otherwise  have,  a  general  direction 
or  charge  of  some  of  the  most  important  bills  that 
will  come  before  the  House  for  action;  and  I  feel, 
therefore,  a  responsibility  that  forbids  my  yielding 
unnecessarily  to  a  debate  not  upon  the  bill  or  prop- 
osition before  us.    The  debate  to  which  1  was 
called  to  yield  was  not  germane  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  if  I  had  yielded  to  it,  1 
would  not  only  have  abused  the  trust  committed  to 
my  hands  under  a  rule  of  the  House,  by  making 
important  legislation  secondary  to  mere  personal 
and  party  strife,  but  I  would  also  have  set  a  prece- 
dent which  would  necessarily  hav<»  embarrassed  me 
hereafter.     Had  I  granted  that  request,  I  would 
soon  have  been  calleid  to  grant  a  like  one  to  the 
other  side,  or  to  a  like  contest  between  other  mem- 
bers. And  how  could  I  justify  myself  in  a  refusal* 
Where  could  I  have  stopped  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  purpose,  if  I  can  do 
80,  to  separate,  as  briefly  as  may  be,  the  true 
from  the  false  issues — the  relevant  from  the  irrele- 
vant matter  that  has  been  brought  before  this  com- 
mittee; and  in  doing  that,  allow  me,  in  tlie  outset, 
to  disentangie  this  bill  from  all  extraneous  matters 
of  wjiatever  kind  or  character.    With  the  contest 
between  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BiTLT]and  the  Messrs.  Green,  of  this  city — with 
the  contest  that  grew  up  a  few  days  since  between 
the  members  from  Ohio— or  with  the  contest  that 
hasbcen  witnessed  yesterday  and  to-day  between 
the  members  from  Massachusetts — the  question  in- 
ToWed  in  this  bill  has  nothing  to  do.    Those  things 
do  not  in  any  way  pertain  to  the  question  under 
condderalion.     We  are  called  upon  to  decide 
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whether  this  bill  shall  pass  with  its  present  pro- 
visions, or  whether  it  shall  undergo  amendment; 
«md  if  so,  in  what  way  ?  In  enabling  the  House 
to  determine  that  question,  it  is  not  at  all  neces- 
sary or  proper  that  we  should  settle  any  of  the 
controversies  to  which  I  have  alluded;  they  are 
not  matters  for  our  inquiry  or  action — they  are  in 
no  legitimate  connection  with  the  bill  now  under- 
going examination. 

Mtr.  Chairman,  a  position  was  assumed  a  few 
days  ago  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dis- 
ney,] that  to  some  extent  implicated  the  present 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  a  larger 
extent  implicated  me  as  one  of  the  members  of  that 
committee.  I  intend  to  direct  my  first  moments  to  a 
reply  to  that  position  or  suggestion ,  with  the  view  of 
presenting  theaction  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  well  as  my  own  action,  in  its  truwlight. 
I  can  satisfy  the  gentleman  himself  that  we  have 
done  our  duty  fully.     I  feel  satisfied  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  aid  not  intend,  by  what  he  said, 
to  cast  censure  upon  any  portion  of  that  commit- 
tee; but  the  course  of  remark  indulged  in  by  him 
has  given  a  false  coloring  to  the  whole  question, 
and  has  presented  to  the  country  an  irrelevant,  | 
and,  as  I  think,  an  unfair  issue.     He  argued  to 
show,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  not  discharged  its  duty  in  connection  with 
this  bill,  and  that  I,  as  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee, should  feel  bound,  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
my  duty,  to  call  in  person  upon,  and  obtain  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  information  which  would 
clear  up  the  mist  and  fog,  and  obviate  all  the  dif- 
ficulties and  troubles  that  seem  to  surround  this 
subject.    If  I  could  have  done  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man— if  I  could  have  been  successful  in  an  enter- 
prise so  desirable,  it  would  have  been  a  pleasure 
to  me  to  have  done  so.    If  I  could,  by  any  proper 
act  of  mine,  have   relieved  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  this  committee  from  doubt,  let  the 
scale   turn  as  it  might,  I  would  have  encoun- 
tered extraordinary  difficulties   to    have  accom- 
plished 80  desirable  a  result.    I  am  not  here  to 
make  charges  against  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  executive  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  am  I  here  to  defend  them.    It  is  my 
purpose  on  this  occasion  (from  a  conviction  of  its 
correctness)  to  advocate  the  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure, which  I  have  presented  to  the  House  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  this  bill  should 
become  a  law  in  itn  present  form  and  with  its 
present  provisions.    In  order  to  do  that,  I  pro- 
pose to  state  the  facts  of  the  case,  derived  from 
authentic  sources — from  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  not  from  sources 
which  might  seem  to  be  interested  or  in  any  way 
biased  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  issues. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  IMr.  Disket,]  how- 
ever, substantially  charges  tnat  the  Secretary  of 
State  evaded  the  call  which  was  made  upon  him 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  Con- 
gress.   Then,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  evaded  that  call — a  call  which  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  had  an  unouestioned  and  uu- 

3uestionable  r^ht  to  make,  and  which  it  was  the 
uty  of  the  Department,  in  the  proper  form, 
through  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
answer — if  it  be  true,  I  say,  that  with  all  the 
authority  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State 
did  refuse  to  give  the  facts — if  he  suppressed  tlie 
facts,  and  thereby  gave  utterance  to  falsehoods — 
then,  I  ask,  how  could  it  be  expected  that  I,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  House,  could,  upon  his 
mere  peraonal  solicitation,  obtain  from  the  Secre- 
tary the  facts  he  had  thus  wrongfully  withheld 
from  the  Senate?  If  Mr.  Webster  evaded  a  prop- 
er, full,  and  truthful  reply — if  he  did  not  state  the 
facts  existing  in  his  Department,  which  were 
called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate — he  is 
guilty  of  a  nigh  oflTence,  and  one, which  Congress 
should  punish,  and  the  country  should  condemn. 
And  under  these  circumstances,  would  it  be  rea- 
sonable in  me  to  expect  he  would  say  more  to  me 
than  he  said  to  the  Senate — in  other  words,  that 
he  would  confess  to  me  that  he  had  withheld  facts 
which  he  should  have  given  to  the  Senate  ?    How 


r 


could  I  approach  him?  What  shouM  1  say  to 
him?  Should  I  tell  him  that  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  believed  he  had  not 
loW  the  whole  truth  to  the  Senate,  and  that  ^had 
called  to  get  it  out  of  him  ?  That  would  hardly 
do;  for  if  he  evaded  answering  what  the  Senate 
propounded,  would  ray  authority  be  so  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  Senate  that  he  would  dis- 
close everything  to  me,  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences to  himself?  He,  of  course,  would  know 
what  use  was  to  be  made  of  his  statements  to  me; 
and  inasmuch  as  his  statements  given  to  the  Sen- 
ate are  in  writing,  he  would  hardly  contradict 
himself  and  thereby  enable  the  House  to  convict 
him  of  a  suppression  of  facts.  He  would  know 
that  any  statement  he  might  make  to  a  member  of 
this  body  in  conflict  with  what  he  had  said  would 
be  used  a^inst  him,  to  show  his  duplicity.  I  am 
not  charging  these  thin|;8  upon  Mr.  Webster,  but 
am  arguing  to  show  the  singularity  and  unteft* 
ableness  of  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Disket.]  I  have  always  understood, 
and  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
that  understanding,  that  the  mode  which  either 
House  of  Congress  should  pursue  to  get  informa- 
tion from  the  President  of  the  Utiiied  States  or 
any  of  the  Departments,  is  by  a  call  of  the  House, 
by  a  formal  resolution  of  the  House  desiring  the 

information 

Mr.  STEPHEI^S,  of  Georgia.  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  that  he  extend  the  argument  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  no 
ri^ht  to  give  copies  of  any  papers  in  his  office 
without  the  permission  of  the  President.  They 
are  in  hi^ontrol,  and  he  is  responsible. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Although  that  was  not  in 
the  Ime  of  argument  I  had  marked  out  for  myself, 
yet  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  give  it  as  my  own 
opinion,  that  such  is  the  rule  which  should  govern 
such  applications — the  head  of  that  Department, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  has  no  authority  unless  by 
sanction  of  the  President.  Calls  upon  that  De- 
partment for  information  must  be  through  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  not  directly 
upon  the  Secretary;  he  has  no  authority  to  com- 
municate to  the  public,  or  to  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, the  secrets  of  State,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
use  that  expression,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
President.  What  are  the  Executive  de|>artments 
of  this  Government?  They  are  mere  organiza- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  the  more  efliciently  to  execute 
the  laws— of  aiding  him  in  the  discharge  of  his 
important  and  responsible  duties.  In  point  of  law, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  then,  is  the  re- 
sponsible head  of  the  Department  of  State,  and 
whatever  you  may  do  in  this  case  goes  further  than 
the  Secretary.  It  reaches  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment— the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to  appro- 
priation bills  ?  They  are,  as  I  understand  them, 
that  we  shall  examine  and  learn  by  what  authority 
the  appropriation  is  sought  to  be  made,  whether 
by  law  or  treaty;  that  we  shall  obtain,  if  accessi- 
ble, the  information  necessary  to  enable  the  House 
to  determine  whether  the  appropriation  should  be 
made.  In  the  discharge  of  that  duty,  we  have 
presented  the  treaty  made  between  tne  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in  Febru- 
ary, 1848,  in  which,  and  from  which,  it  appears 
that  the  installment  of  three  millions,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  interest  upon 
such  installment,  becomes  due  upon  the  30th  of 
May  next.  Have  we  anything  further  to  do? 
What  further  can  we  do  ?  No  one  contends  that 
that  installment  has  been  paid  ?  Is  there  any  other 
information  which  the  House  desires  to  enable  it 
to  p^s  upon^iis  bill?  If  so,  I  would  like  some 
gentleman  to  make  it  known. 

Here,  then,  we  have  satisfactory  evidence  that 
this  money  is  due,  and  must  be  paid  on  the  dOth  of 
May,  1852,  only  four  months  from  now,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  paid  until  we  make  an  appropriation  for  it. 
The  treaty  with  Mexico  cannot  be  complied  with 
without  tne  money;  and  to  obtain  the  money  it  is 
necessary  to  make  an  appropriation,  so  that  th# 
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Executive  of  the  United  States  may  be  prepared 
to  execute  the  treaty  according  to  ita  rec^uirements. 
Let  me  say  a  word  further  on  this  subject.  Sup- 
pose I  had  gone  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  ob- 
tained information  from  him  personally — (and  I 
will  here  say  that  I  have  obtained  none  of  my  in- 
formation from  that  officer,  or  from  any  other  per- 
son who  is  supposed  to  be  implicateo  by  the  re- 
marks of  any  member  upon  this  floor,  or  suspect- 
ed of  wrong  m  this  transaction :  J  have  ^altogether 
avoi^M  them,  not  because  I  supposed  they  would 
not  tell  me  the  truth,  but  because  I  prefered  to 
speak  from  the  record — I  wished  to  leave  no  chance 
for  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  my  statement:  I  have,  therefore,  resorted 
to  the  arcnives  in  your  Departments:  and  1  am 
sure  that  I  am  not  mistaken  as  to  the  informa- 
tion I  present) — suppose  I  had  gone  and  con- 
versed with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  had  reported 
the  result  of  such  interview  and  what  had  piassed, 
would  it  be  at  all  likely  that  such  course  on 
my  part  would  have  given  satisfaction  to  those 
members  who  think  1  should  have  pursued  that 
course?  The  honorable  member  from  Virginia, 
[M^.  Batlt,]  who  preceded  me,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  his  speeches 
states  distinctly  that  he  did  converse  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  that  he  communicated  the  re- 
sult of  those  conversations  to  the  House.  Yet  it 
seems  that  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied;  and  would 
it  be  likely  that  what  the  Secretary  might  tell  roe 
would  have  a  better  effect  upon  their  minds?  Such 
a  supposition  is  hardly  a  reasonable  one.  With 
the  evidence,  then,  of  that  fact  before  me,  I  do 
not  feel  willing  to  become  the  medium  of  any  un- 
official communications  from  the  Secretary  of^tate 
to  the  House.  We  have  a  right  to  call  by  reso- 
lution, and  that  is  the  only  mode  we  can  adopt. 
In  no  other  way  can  we  hold  official  communica- 
tion with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
we  should  never  hesitate  to  adopt  that  i^de  when 
we  think  the  public  interests  require  it. 

But  further:  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dis- 
ket]  was  tmfortunate,  in  my  view,  in  another 
thing.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  press  upon  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
the  adoption  of  the  call  for  information,  but  with- 
held it  from  the  House.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Thirty -first  Congress,  and  at  the  first  session  of  that 
Congress  made  a  speech,  of  which  his  speech  the 
other  day  was  almost  the  counterpart, at  wnich  time 
he  charged  that  these  rumors  existed,  and,  indeed, 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  speech  would  indicate  that 
his  mind  was  not  satisfied  with  the  fairness  of  the 
transaction  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico.  He  did  not  then,  as  I  have 
been  able  to  find,  seek  the  information  which  he 
seems  so  much  to  desire.  It  is  true,  he  said  he 
tried  to  get  it  and  failed.  I  do  not  understand 
that  he  called  either  in  person  or  by  resolution  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  it.  Then  who  is  moat  in  fault,  if  fault 
exists  at  all  ?  This  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
and  referred  to  this  Committee  on  the  6th  day  of  this 
month,  and  I  have  been  pressing  constantly  to 
have  action  upon  it;  yet  no  effort  was  made  in  the 
House  to  obtain  the  information  until  some  two 
days  since,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman  knew 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  (and  not  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union) 
could  legitimately  make  such  call.  The  honora- 
ble member  is  a  parliamentarian,  and  knows  very 
well  that  the  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  cannot  originate  a  resolution  of  that 
character;  that  the  House  must  originate  it;  and 
yet  he  continued  to  urge  it  upon  the  committee, 
and  seemed  to  desire,  in  his  speeches,  to  put  some 
of  us  in  the  position  of  endeavoring  to  suppress  in- 
formation— to  smother  inouiry  and  investigation; 
but,  strange  to  say,  he  had  not  then  made  an 
effort  to  get  the  call  in  the  House. 

I  think  the  gentleman  was  unfortunate  in  another 
view  which  he  presentedin  connection  with  this  bill. 
He  asks  why  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  made  this  bill  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule  governing  appropriation  bills  ?t-thereby  char- 
ging that  they  nave  done  so.  I  must  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman, in  all  kindness,  that  he  is  mistaken — we 
have  not  made  it  an  exception.  This  bill  merely 
proposes  to  appropriate  the  mone^;  and  that  is  the 
case  with  every  appropriation  bill,  unless  some 
special  cause  exists  and  is  presented  demanding 
something  else  to  be  done.  You  appropriate  sev* 
era!  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  tht  Judiciary, 


and  gi^e  no  directions  as  to  its  payment — who 
pays  that  money?  We  appropriate  millions  of 
dollars  to  carry  out  our  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  military,  naval, and  civil 
service  of  the  country;  but  in  none  of  the  bills 
m  king  those  appropriations  do  we  do  more  than 
we  propose  to  do  liere — appropriate  the  money  and 
place  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  who  is 
oound  to  execute  the  law.  There  we  leave  it, 
unless  some  reason  is  presented  why  Congress 
should  do  more.  It  seems,  then,  if  I  am  ri^t  in 
this — and  I  am  satisfied  I  am  correct — tliat  we 
have  not  made  this  bill  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule;  that  we  have  done  or  propose  to  do  every- 
thing that  is  usual  to  be  done  with  appropriation 
bills,  and  no  more.  We  have  the  power  to  do 
I  more,  to  go  further,  if  a  case  is  presented  to  re- 
quire it;  but  unless  such  case  be  presented  it  would 
be  both  improper  and  unfortunate  for  us  to  inter- 
vene between  the  Executive  and  his  duties,  and 
tliereby  release  him  from  responsibility  or  afford 
him  a  pretext  for  throwing  an  improper  responsi- 
bility on  Congress.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia,JMr.  Meade,]  who  addressed  the  commit- 
tee this  morning,  sustains  me  in  this  view.  He 
saystheCommitteeof  Waysand  Meanscould  have 
done  nothing  but  what  it  did  do.  Why  ?  Because, 
he  says,  if  the  committee  had  reported  a  provision 
such  as  he  and  other  gentlemen  advocate,  it  would 
have  been  a  reflection  on  the  Secretary  of  State — 
an  act  which  should  be  done  by  the  House,  if  done 
at  all,  and  not  by  one  of  its  committtees.  If  the 
House  desire  to  reflect  upon  the  President  or  Mr. 
Webster,  surely  it  can  do  so;  and  the  committee 
cannot  be  blamed  for  not  having  reported  a  provis- 
ion that  would  have  had  that  effect.  I  am  not  the 
advocate  or  defender  of  either  of  those  public  func- 
tionaries. No  persons  could  be  more  antagonistic 
politically  than  I  am  to  each  of  them.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose, however,  to  occupy  the  time  of  this  committee 
in  ather  defending  or  charging  them  further  than 
a  frank  and  fair  statement  of  ue  facts  may  go.  I 
leave  this  committee  to  decide  as  it  may  ^ee  fit. 
We  pass  an  appropriation  for  paying  our  foreign 
ministers,  without  directing  in  the  bill  who  shall 
pay  out  the  money.  Who  makes  that  payment  ? 
What  department  of  the  Gk>vemment  does  it?  It 
is  left  with  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Ite,  as  the  Executive  of  the  ][Jnited  States,  is  bound 
by  his  oath  faithfully,  honestly,  and  fairly  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws,  whether  making  appropriations  or 
otherwise.  I  am  aware  that  ne  does  not  do  it 
personally,  but  he  does  it  throuj^h  his  executive 
departments,  which  are  under  his  control  and  di- 
rection whenever  he  sees  fit  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  (interrupting.) 
I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  the  payment  of 
ministers,  consuls,  charges,  and  officers  of  that 
description,  is  not  done  oy  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  not  by  the  Secretary  of  State? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  very 
shrewd.  I  put  a  ciuestion  to  him,  and  instead  of 
answering  it,  he  rises  and  puts  the  same  question 
to  me.  However,  I  will  answer  him.  Those 
payments  are  made  through  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  a  requisition  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  but  also  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  Barings,  as  I  am  informed — those  same  bank- 
ers through  whom  the  President  proposes  to  pay 
the  installment  about  which  we  are  now  debating. 
But  I  brought  that  matter  up  only  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  in  our  appropriation  bills,  afler 
appropriating  the  money,  we  leave  it,  as  a  eeneral 
rule,  with  the  Executive  I)epartme;nt,  to  be  applied 
honestly  and  faithfully  to  the  objects  of  appropri- 
ation, and  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  which 
Secretary  did  it.  I  presume  no  one  doubts  the 
fart,  that  the  President  has  a  ri^ht  to  employ  eithe^ 
of  his  Secretaries,  as  his  judgement  may  dictate. 
To  make  an  appropriation  is  a  legislative  act.  The 
Executive  cannot  touch  the  public  money  unless  we 
authorize  Wm  to  do  it  by  the  enactment  of  a  law. 
He  cannot  draw  a  dollar  from  the  Treasury  any 
more  than  you  or  I,  or  any  other  citizen  of  the 
community,  until  a  law  is  passed  giving  him  au- 
thority to  do  it;  and  when  such  a  law  is  enacted, 
it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  money  is  applied  to 
the  objects  specified  in  the  law.  The  application 
of  an  appropriation  is,  therefore,  an  Executive 
duty,  ana  not  a  legislative  duty;  and  to  justify 
the  legislature  in  making  an  encroachment  upon 
the  duty  of  the  Executive  in  the  application  or  an 
appropriation  like  this,  there  must  be  some  evi- 
dence before  Congress  of  fraud,  corruption,  or 


improper  conduct  upon  the  pari  of  the  Elxecu. 
tive. 

For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ment of  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jork- 
son]  should  not  be  adopted,  and  if  adopted,  it  win 
be  of  no  avail.  I  understand  his  amendment  to 
be,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  make 
this  payment  under  the  direction  of  the  Prestdeot 
of  the  United  Slates.  Thai  is  no  more  than  ihe 
law  as  it  no  stands,  only  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  has  re- 
Quired  the  head  of  another  Department,  instead  of 
uie  head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  It  yould 
only  substitute  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (interrupting^  And  Mr.  Corvin 
told  me,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  thai  if  the 
change  was  made,  he  should  carry  out  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Barings,  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (resuming.)  If  we  were  to 
adopt  the  amendment,  what  would  be  the  result? 
The  President  has  a  right  to  enrnloy  whichever 
Department  he  chooses,  to  pay  the  installments 
running  to  maturity,  unless  we  tell  him  that  he  shall 
employ  one  and  not  the  other.  He  could  make 
the  payment  himself,  if  he  had  desired  it.  Indeed, 
it  is  his  duty  to  do  it,  if  he  had  the  physical  ability, 
and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  his  various  other 
duties.  The  wisdom  of  the  country, knowing  that 
he  could  not  discharge  all  those  duties,  has  ^ven  him 
executive  departments  to  aid  him.  And  it  matters 
not  which  department  makes  this  payment,  the 
President  is  bound  to  supervise  it,  because  the  act 
is  done  upon  his  responsiuiliiy  and  under  his  direc- 
tion, through  the  aid  of  the  Secretary. 

So  then,  if  we  should  adopt  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  fVom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonvsov,] 
we  would  accomplish  no  good  for  the  country — at 
least,  I  am  unable  to  see  in  what  way  the  country 
would  gain  by  it;  and  while  we  accomphsih.  no 
beneficial  result,  we  by  that  act  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
directing  him  to  do  diflferently  from  what  he  has 
heretofore  done  and  what  it  seems  he  proposes  to 
do  now.  My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mkadk] 
gave  but  one  reason  which  can  influence  the  minda 
of  any  one  in  favoring  that  particular  amendment 
I  understood  that  genUeman  to  say  that  he  wanted 
to  adopt  that  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
bukine  ihe  present  Secretary  of  State,  because 
that  Secretary  had  not  consulted  the  wishes  of 
Mexico  in  the  payment  of  the  third  credit  install- 
ment of  the  Mexican  indemnity.  Let  us  for  a 
moment  look  at  this  matter.  I  am  quite  sure  ihe 
honorable  gentleman  does  not  desire  to  do  any- 
thing which  would  unfavorably  afiect  the  interest 
of  the  country.  Then  the  question  very  forcibly 
presents  itself,  whether  the  amendment  will  result 
m  any  good  ?  It  is  true,  it  may  accomplish  a  per- 
sonal object — to  rebuke  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Bui  if  you  want  to  rebuke  him,  do  it  directly, 
and  not  in  this  indirect  manner.  He  is  no  fitvorite 
of  mine,  and  has  never  been.  I  must  say,  how- 
ever, that  our  action  should  be  just  and  fair;  lei 
us  not  condemn  him — let  us  not  rebuke  in  advance 
of  an  investi^tion.  Would  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia be  willmg  that  we  should  take  up  a  rumor 
of  this  sort,  and  without  stopping  to  inquire  into 
its  truth,  rebuke  him  without  giving  him  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard — to  defend  himself?  I  pre- 
sume not.  Such  course  would  be  repugnant  to 
our  nature.  If  gentlemen  will  prepare  the  issue — 
make  up  a  case — I  will  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  con- 
demn guilt.  When  a  resolution  was  offered  in  ihe 
House  a  few  days  ago  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Briggs,]  proposing  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  legality  and  fairness  of  the 
election  of  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Utah — whether  he  had  not  obtained  his  seat  heis 
by  bribery  and  corruption,  what  was  the  argu- 
ment used  ?  and  what  were  the  indications  of  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  that  occasion  ?  It  was  that 
the  resolution  implied  a  censure  upon  the  Dele^te, 
and  that  it  shoulu  not  be  adoptea  without  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  explana- 
tion of  the  circumstances  connected  with  his  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  distinctly  stated  in  my  re- 
marks, that  the  amendment  was  intended  not  only 
to  indicate  displeasure  at  the  manner  in  wbicn 
the  last  payment  had  been  made,  but  inasmuch  as 
it  had  been  made  in  a  manner  incompatible  with 
ihe  views  of  ibis  House,  if  adopted,  a^indicatift 
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also  of  the  mode  in  which  payments  should  here- 
after be  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    We  not  only  indicate  the 
manner  in  which  we  desire  the  payment  to  be 
ina^,4>at  we  require  it,  if  this  amendment  shall 
be  agreed  to,  to  be  made  in  a  mode  different  from 
the  one  adopted  by  the  President.    I  feel  sure,  as 
I  said  before,  that  one  of  the  inducements  for  the 
niopdon  of  that  amendment  is,xhat  it  shall  reflect 
vpoB  ^he  Secretary  of  State;  for,  if  we  transfer  the 
payment  of  this  installment  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trensury,  the  eentleman  from  Virginia    [Mr. 
Batlt]  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  assur^ 
him  he  would  adopt  tlie  arrangment  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Staxe;  then  what  do  we  accomplish,  except 
it  may  be  to  take  an  unncessary  responsibility, 
where  no  good  can  and  some  harm  may  result 
firom  our  action.    Both  Departments  are  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MEADE.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  I 
will  ]!>ut  him  right  upon  this  point.  The  question 
mow  is  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the 
rentleman  from  California,  [Mr.  Marshall.] 
That  amendment  does  not  require  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    What  does  it  do  then  ? 

Mr.  MEADE.  It  requires  the  President  to  so 
cause  the  payment  to  be  made  in  the  manner  that 
shall  be  toe  most  satisfactory  to  the  Mexican 
Govern  roent. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  I  understand  the  jcen- 
deman  from  Virginia  not  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
amendmeniof  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
JoBKtON,]  and  to  be  willing  that  the  Secretary  of 
Stat«  shall  conunue  to  discharge  this  duty,  and 
make  the  payments. 

Mr.  MEADE.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  has  no  ob- 
jectkm  to  theSecretary  of  State  continuing,  but  he 
desires  that  the  payment  shall  be  made  according 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Mexican  Qovernment.  Now, 
i  ask  the  honorable  member,  if  he  did  not,  in  an- 
other part  of  his  speech,  admit  that  ^e  had  not 
now  tune  to  make  any  change  in  the  order  of 
things  connected  with  the  payment  of  the  install- 
ment soon  to  fall  due? 

Mr.  MEIADE.  I  will  reply  to  the  gentleman, 
by  saying  that  I  made  no  sucn  admission.  1  dis- 
Cmctiy  stated,  that  I  believed  that  if  we  would 
signiry  to  Mexico  that  we  were  wilting  to  pay  this 
installment  in  the  manner  which  she  should  deem 
most  advisable,  that  a  contract  might  be  made  in 
thirty  davs. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    The  gentleman,  as  I  under- 
stood him  at  the  time,  spoke  of  the  propriety  of  a 
change  in  the  treaty.    But  there  certainly  is  not 
thne  now  for  the  two  Gk>vemments  to  make  a 
changf*  so  as  to  allow  the  payment  to  be  made  dif- 
ferently—according  to  the  wishes  of  Mexico — and 
I  present  it  to  this  committee:  is  there  sufficient 
time  between  now  and  the  30th  May  next  for  open- 
ing a  ni^otiation  with  Mexico,  for  a  change  in  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  ?    I  do  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  yir«nia  as  saying  that  the  Executive 
Government  of  Mexico  can  make  any  change  in 
the    time  or    place  or  manner  of  receiving  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  her  under  the  twelflh  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  2d  February,  1848,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  he  agrees  that  there  can  be  no  sub- 
stantial chan^  mule  in  the  treaty,  unless  it  be 
done  by  a  higher  authoritj  than  the  M^eeuHve 
Government  <^  that  Republic.  You  must  have  the 
action  of  the  treaty-makine  powers,  before  any 
material  change  can  be  made  in  any  treaty.    In 
this  case,  and  in  my  view  of  it,  we  are  bound  to 
have  at  least  the  action  of  tl»e  Sv^eme  Government 
of  Mexico  in  favor  of  the  chan^.  Even  that  might 
not  do — and  anything  short  of  it  would  surely  avail 
ns  nothing.    But  I  undertake  to  say  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  information,  there  is  no  evidence  before 
the  House,  and  there  has  been  none  since  the  meet- 
ing of  this  Congnea — there  was  none  before  the 
Committer  of  Ways  and  Means— ^ing  to  show 
that  Mexico  desires  to  draw  upon  this  Government 
for  this  installment.    Such  evidence  may  have 
been  before  the  last  Congress;  that  is,  however, 

denied 

Mr.  MEADEL    There  is  evidence  before  the 

House  now^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  should  like  to  know  what 

eridfnee? 
Mr.  MEADE.    I  will  read  it,  if  the  gentleman 

dearet,  and  will  give  me  time. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  do  not  like  to  have  my 
time  taken  up.  i  suppose  it  is  General  Green's 
circular  to  which  the  gentleman  refers. 

Mr.  MEADE.  No;  it  is  contained  in  the  cor- 
respondence submitted  to  us  yesterday. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  In  the  correspondence  sub- 
mitted to  us  yesterday,  the  Mexican  Minister  says 
he  conversed  with  Mr.  Webster  about  the  bills 
which  he  said  his  Government  wanted  this  Gov- 
ernment to  accept.  Mr.  Webster  substantially, 
if  not  in  words,  denies  the  statement.  There  is 
an  issue;  and  upon  that  issue  what  can  we  do? 
Is  the  proof  sufficiently  conclusive  to  eslabUsh  the 
fact;  and  if  the  fact  be  proven,  is  that  enough  to 
merit  a  censure  in  the  absence  of  any  previous  in- 
dication by  Congress  that  Mexico  should  be  con- 
sulted and  permuted  t6  change  the  mode  and  plaee 
of  payment  if  she  desired  ?  Admit,  however,  that 
at  the  last  Congress  it  would  have  been  better  to 
change  the  mode  of  paying  this  installment,  still 
the  argument  can  avail  nothing  here,  for  circum- 
stances have  materially  changed.  Then  we  had 
quite  twelve  months  in  which  to  operate,  now  we 
have  less  than  four  months,  and  we  must  yield  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed — we  are 
controlled  by  the  circumstances  that  surround 
us — and  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  we  must 
make  the  best  of  what  we  have. 

There  is  another  iact  which  I  Mrish  to  notice,  and 
it  is  the  action  of  Congress  heretofore  in  relation 
to  these  installments,  i  believe  this  bill  ought  to 
pass,  and  i  believe  it  ought  to  pass  as  it  is,  with- 
out amendment.  I  believe  it,  from  the  fact  that  we 
owe  the  money  to  Mexico,  and  have  pledged  our 
faith  to  pay  it  on  the  30th  of  May  next.  There 
are  other  circumstances  coming  in  to  corroborate 
that  belief.  This  subject  was  acted  upon  in  the 
Thirtieth  Congress,  and  at  the  last  session  of  tliat 
Congress,  wiUi  almost  entire  unanimity,  a  bill 
passed  into  a  law  providing  for  the  payment  of 
two  installments:  the  one  falling  due  in  May, 
1849,  and  the  other  one  falUng  due  in  May,  1850. 
That  bill  passed  with  only  eight  dissenting  votes. 
This  bill  contains  precisely  the  same  provisions  of 
that  one,  leaving  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the 
Executive.  A  bill  upon  the  same  subject,  and 
with  precisely  similar  provisions,  also  passed  the 
first  session  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress  with  but 
few  negative  votes.  So  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Thirtieth  and  the 
Thirty-first  Congresses — voted  for  by  all  parties 
and  very  nearly  by  all  the  members.  All  we  ask 
now  is,  that  we  shall  pass  this  bill  as  it  is,  with- 
out amendment.  My  anxiety  to  defeat  all  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  grows  out  of  my  view  of  the  best 
mode  ofadvancin^  the  public  interest,  and  not  for  the 
purposeof  shielding  any  individual,  either  in  public 
or  private  life;  nor  do  I  agree  that  Congress  must 
under  all  circumstances  appropriate  the  money 
and  leave  it  under  the  control  of  the  President;  not 
at  all.  If  Congress  should  believe  the  money 
would,  for  corrupt  purposes  or  otherwise,  be  mis- 
applied, it  would  not  only  be  competent  for  Con- 
gress to  control  it,  but  it  would  be  its  duty  to  do 
so. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooki] 
says  that  the  last  Congress,  by  passing  the  bill 
when  these  facts  were  before  the  coimtry,  adopted 
the  arrangement  that  was  pursued  by  the  Presi- 
dent; and  if  we  pass  this  bill  now,  we  thereby 
approve  the  course  the  Secretary  hag  pursued  and 
proposes  to  pursue.  '  I  take  issue  with  the  gentle- 
man there.  I  intend  to  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  is. 
But  then  I  repudiate  entirely,  for  myself  and  for 
all  these  gentlemen  around  me,  the  idea  that  by  so 
doing  1  indorse  or  approve  what  Mr.  Webster  has 
done  or  what  he  may  do  in  this  matter.  If 
charges  of  fraud,  corniption,  or  mismanagement 
be  presented  against  Mr.  Webster,  then  will  be 
the  proper  time  to  examine  into  his  course,  and 
to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  Executive.  Then 
will  I  be  prepared  to  go  into  that  investigation,  I 
hope,  with  fairness  to  all  concerned,  but  with  an 
unflinching  determination  to  discharge  my  entire 
duty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  repeat,  what  1  a  few 
moments  since  stated,  that,  by  the  adoption  of 
this  bill  in  its  present  form,  we  only  do  that  which 
we  have  done  heretofore,  and  that  which  we  usu- 
ally do  in  regard  to  all  other  bills  of  like  character 
— appropriate  the  money  to  enable  the  President 
to  carry  out  the  treaty;  and  we  by  no  means  in- 
dorse the  plan  he  may  choose  to  adopt. 

Mr.  MEADE  here  made  a  remark  inaudible  to 


the  reporter;  but  he  was  understood  to  inquire  if 
the  Government  of  Mexico  would  not  prefer  to 
have  the  money  paid  here,  or  deposited  in  some 
bank  in  New  Vorlc,  rather  than  to  have  it  paid  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  reply  to  the  question, 
and  I  will  do  it  frankly.  I  presume  I  am  in  his  ^ 
condition  upon  that  point,  wholly  without  proof. 
I  can  guess,  as  he  can  guess;  that  is  all  either  of 
us  can  do.  There  is  no  evidence  before  Congress, 
nor  has  there  been  this  session,  showing  the  pres- 
ent wish  of  Mexico.  But  then,  even  admitting 
that  the  correspondence  just  received  shows  that 
at  the  last  Congress  Mexico  desired  the  payment 
to  be  made  by  the  acceptance  of  her  bills,  that 
while  that  proposition  was  never  presented  in  form 
to  this  Government,  the  very  correspondence  itself 
also  shows  that  even  if  it  had  been,  it  has  been  long 
since  entirely  w^hdrawn,  and  is  not  now  before 
us.  If  that  IS  again  brought  about,  it  is  to  be  done 
anew,  and  we  could  not  safely  act  in  the  absence 
of  proper  authority  from  Mexico.  And  while  I  am 
unwilhng  now  to  discuss  the  question  of  thep6wer 
of  Congress  over  treaties,  I  am  free  to  repeat  what 
1  have  before  said,  that  we  cannot  alter  this  treaty 
as  to  the  mode  and  place  of  payment,  by  any  au- 
thority short  of  the  Supreme  Government  of  Mex- 
ico-—! mean  that  the  Congress  of  Mexico  must 
legislate,  and  give  authority  to  do  the  act.  I  might 
be  willing  to  risk  a  discharge  under  that  authority, 
but  I  would  certainly  accept  nothit^  short  of  that; 
and  if  we  pay  this  money  in  any  oUier  mode  than 
that  pointed  out  in  the  treaty  itself,  without  such 
authority,  I  fear  we  would  not  discharge  our  lia- 
bility. There  are  other  remarks  I  would  like  to 
submit,  but  for  fecur  my  time  may  be  exhausted 
before  I  get  through,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  tue  facts  connected  with  the  pay- 
ments which  have  heretofore  been  made.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,] 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eijgn  Relations,  was  inaccurate,  to  some  extent,  in 
his  statements  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  some 
of  the  installments  which  have  already  been  made. 
I  find,  from  an  examination  of  the  books  and  re- 
cords in  the  Departments,  that  the  first  payment — 
a  payment  made  in  cash  after  the  treaty — was  made 
by  the  PresMent  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Polk, 
not  through  the  Rothschilds,  as  the  gentleman 
stated,  but  it  was,  to  a  large  extent, made  through 
the  War  Department.  It  was  arranged  frt^  the  Sec- 
retary of  Jrar,  all  except  about  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  I  have  some  extracts  here 
from  official  documents,  whicli  I  will  read.  Eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  cash  payment 
was  made  by  the  purchase  here  from  A.  Belmont 
of  bills  upon  Lionel  Davidson,  of  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Those  bills,  it  is  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man stated,  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Walker,  and 
gaid  for  in  Treasury  notes,  dollar  for  dollar, 
lut  those  Treasury  notes  were  not  at  a  premium 
At  that  time,  or  if  at  a  premium,  it  was  small. 
These  bills  were  purchased  in  March,  1848,  and 
before  this  Government  knew  certainly  whether 
the  treaty  would  be  ratified  in  due  form  by  the 
treaty-making  power  of  Mexico.  I  will  read  an 
extmct  from  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Major  General  Butler,  throwing  light  upon  this 
subject: 

"WAaDBPASTMKirr,  ) 
"  Wabrinoton,  rMarch  90. 1846.  5 
"  Sir:  Should  the  treaty  sent  out  by  our  coimiuaaioner  be 
ratified,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  united  Sutes  to  make 
immediate  payment  to  Mexico  of  ^3,000,000.  To  meet  this 
payment,  you  have  been  inveKted  with  authority  to  draw 
for  that  amount  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Ap- 
prehensions are  here  entertained,  that  by  a  combinatioa 
among  those  who  would  be  able  to  purchase  such  drafts,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  you  migbt  not  be  able  to  raise  so  large 
a  sum  of  money  on  them  without  a  discount,  perhaps  an  ex- 
orbitant one.  It  has,  therefore,  been  thought  advisable  to 
maice  arrangements  here,  providing  for  a  considerable  part 

of  the  amount  which  may  be  wanted." 

******* 

Then  follow  the  instructions  to  pay  the  pro* 
ceeds  to  that  installment.  So  if  there  was  a  pre- 
mium on  Treasury  notes  at  that  time,  that  ad- 
vantage was  not  lost,  because,  in  the  arrangement 
which  was  made  by  Secretary  Walker  in  the  pur- 
chase of  those  bills ,  this  Go  vemment  was  not  to  pay 
interest  upon  the  amount  until  the  bills  were  dis- 
posed of  by  our  commissioner  in  Mexico,  and  the 
proceeds  applied  to  our  debt  there.  So  that  it 
enabled  this  Government  to  hold  itself  in  readi- 
ness to  pay,  whenever  the  treaty  would  be  rati- 
^ed.  And  that  was  a  contingency  beyond  our 
knowledge,  and  one  which  might  not  happen  for 
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Beveml  months.  We  could  not  tell  when  it  would 
be  ratified.  The  bills  were  purchased  in  that  way. 
These  bills  were  purchased  m  March,  but  the  pro- 
ceeds were  realized  in  June.  Upon  the  return  of 
the  bills  in  July,  the  Treasury  notes  were  issued, 
but  to  bear  interest  from  June,  the  time  the  money 
was  realized,  so  that  the  Government  lost  no  pre- 
mium, or  if  it  did,  it  was  made  up  in  interest. 

Then,  again,  the  sum  of  $1,151,874  16  of  that 
cash  payment  was  made  throiigh  bills  drawn  by 
Major  General  Butler  upon  the  Treasury  here  in  fa- 
Tor  of  Nathan  Clifford,  then  the  Commissioner  of 
the  United  States  in  Mexico.  Those  drafts  were 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Clifford,  with  Hargous  &  Co., 
who  paid  a  premium  upon  them  of  $41,107  66. 
The  nUance  of  that  cash  payment  was  made  by 
the  use  of  money  in  the  military  chest — military 
contributions — and  by  turning:  over  property  of 
the  army  to  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

[Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  my  time  has  not  ex- 
pired.   I  believe  I  have  some  six  minutes  yet. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  *n  time  has 
fully  expired,  and  the  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Johnsok/I 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  I  have  an  amendment  I  wish 
to  offer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order  now, 
there  being  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Can  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  original  bill? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  two  amendments 
pendingare  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
committee  do  now  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  on  a  division 
there  were — ayes  91,  noes  not  counted. 

The  committee  accord in^^ly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  [Mr.  Jones]  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  upon  tne  state  of  the  Union 
had  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration,  apd  especially  House  bill  No.  46, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Mexican  idem- 
nity,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  House 
then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 


PETITIONS,  fee. 

T*be  fhllowinip  petitions,  memorials,  &c.^  were  prewnled 
nndcr  the  mie,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  petition  ofcitizens  of  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  (^tahliahment 
of  a  direct  mail  route  from  Greensbuii  to  Went  Newton, 
in  said  coant>'. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR:  Two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Marcus 
Hook,  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  ^^,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  piers  at 
that  place. 

By  Mr.  HART:  A  petition  IVom  W.  H.  Seabring  and 
others,  residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  an  aporo- 
priation  of  a  sum  of  money  to  assist  in  defraying  expenses 
incurred  by  exhibitors  at  the  World's  Fair. 

By  Mr.  R'>BBINd :  The  petition  (with  map  or  chart  at- 
tached) of  Captain  Jonas  P.  Levy,  a  resident  of  New  York 
city,  asking  Congress  to  grant  to  him  the  right  of  carrjing 
the  mall,  on  conditions  Uierein  set  forth,  from  New  York 
and  New  Orleans,  by  way  of  Vera  Cma,  the  head  waters 
of  the  Alvarado  and  Touto,  thence  to  the  port  of  Huatuteo, 
and  thence  to  San  Franciwo.  The  whole  time  fVom  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  will  take  but  twenty  days. 

By  THOMAS  M.  HOWE :  The  peHtiou  of  William 
Ba^ly  it  Co.,  Lyon  Shorb  &  Co..  and  others,  praying  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  purehatte  or  the  remaining  i'nterciit  of 
private  stockholders  in  the  Louisvitle  and  Portland  Canal, 
and  for  the  construction  of  such  additional  work  at<  shall  be 
capable  of  pas»'ing  boats  of  the  largest  class  around  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  January  26,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bctleb. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  made  in  compliance  with  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  of  March,  1851, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
containing  information  in  regard  to  the  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  California  for  services  rendered 
and  for  money  and  property  furnished  in  the  years 
1846  and  1847,  in  the  conquest  of  that  country; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  ^  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
portment, transmitting  a  list  of  tlie  contracts  made 


for  lisht-house  purposes  in  the  year  1851,  includ- 
ing Uiose  previously  made  but  not  received  in 
time  to  be  mduded  m  the  last  report  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  three  petitions  of  res- 
idents of  Illinois,  praying  the  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Shawneetown  to  the  Mississippi  river,  oppo- 
site to  Saint  Louis;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  onPubUc  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  residents  of  Hancock  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Warsaw  and  Peoria 
and  Warsaw  and  Rockford  railroads;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memoritd  of  the  Rector  and  Vestry  of 
St.  John's  Church,  Washington  city,  praying 
that  a  sum  of  money  paid  by  that  Church  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  for  a  sc|uare  of 
ground,  which  President  Monroe  authorized  the 
Church  to  use  as  a  burial  ground,  may  be  re- 
funded, and  that  the  said  Commissioner  may  be 
authorized  to  give  the  Church  a  deed  for  the  land; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  for  the  Dis- . 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Bread  and  other 
Oneida  Chiefs,  praying  compensation  for  the  cap- 
ture of  three  Britisn  gun-boats  during  the  war  of 
1812;  which  was  re&rred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  F.  E.  Hunt  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Army,  stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Missouri,  praying  that  certain  recommendatioas 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  rank  and 
command  in  the  Army,  submitted  to  Congress, 
may  not  receive  the  sanction  of  that  body;  which 
was  referred  to  theCommttee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
telegraphic  communication  between  Fort  Inde- 
penueoce  and  the  Paciflc  ocean;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Canton,  Ohio,  recommending  the  interposition  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of 
the  people  of  Hungary;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Knox,  praying  LM>unty  land  for  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Millsboroueh, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  late  law 
for  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  service  or  labor; 
and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Milksborough,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  ot  Columbia. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  the  ad- 
ministrator of  William  Johonnot,  deceased,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  interest  on  commutation  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  present,  also,  the  petition  of 
Albert  Tyler  and  others,  who  represent  themselves 
to  be  citizens  of  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  They  represent,  that  in 
their  opinion  the  construction  of  some  artificial 
mode  of  navigation  around  the  Sault  Sie.  Marie 
and  the  Falls  of  Niagara  would  be  national  works 
and  of  ^at  public  utility;  that  tlie  country  has 
reached  in  its  progress  a  march  of  improvement 
which  justifies  the  taking  up  that  subject  now. 
They  believe  it  to  be  necessary,  and  pray  that  it 
may  come  under  the  consideration  of^  Congress. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  pertinent,  but  I  will  ven- 
ture to  suegeBi  that  inasmuch  as  this  is  a  very 
grave  work  it  would  be  worth  while  to  aopropri- 
ate  some  of  the  public  lands  to  accomp'lish  the 
rreat  public  object  of  getting  round  the  Palls  of 
Niagara.  I  move  that  die  petition  be  referred  to 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  petition  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  petition  of  the  working 
men  employed  at  the  Washington  navy-yard, 
praying  that  pensions  may  be  allowed  for  lon^  and 
faithfulservices,  and  for  disability  incurred  m  the 
discharge  of  their  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  LegislattiM  of 
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California,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting 
the  representatives  to  use  their  influence  and  efibrts 
to  obtain  an  appropriation  from  Confess  for  the 
relief  of  J.  J.  Petri?,  Captain  William  Waldo,  and 
Charles  W.  Hall,  for  money  expended  in*afjird- 
ing  relief  to  the  destitute  overland  immigrants, 
acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Sacramento  Relief 
Company;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jonas  P.  Levy,  proposine 
to  open  a  communication  from  Vera  Cruz  and 
Alvarado,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  Huatuko,on 
the  Pacific,  and  to  convey  the  mail  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  in 
twenty  days;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memonal  of  a  com' 
mittee  of  the  Corporation  of  Georgetown,  praying 
an  appropriation  to  remove  obstructions  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  river  below  said  town, 
caused  by  the  construction  of  the  bridge  connect- 
inp;  the  city  of  Washington  with  the  shores  of 
Virnnia;  which  was  refen^  to  the  Conamittee  foiu. 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petiUon  of 
Nathaniel  Mothershead,  praying  a  pension  for 
services  rendered  during  uie  last  war  with  Gk'eat 
Britain;  which  was  referred  t»  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  D.  Johnson,  asking  to  be  allowed  the  dif- 
ference of  pay  between  thai  of  a  master  and .  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Navy  during  the  time  he  per* 
formed  the  duty  of  a  lieutenant  while  a  master  on 
board  the  United  States  storeship  ^*Rehef;"  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs.  ^ 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  petition  of  the  heir5 
of  Thomas  C.  Lewis,  praying  the  reltnouishnieut 
in  their  favor  of  the  title  of  the  United  Stales  to 
certain  lands  claimed  by  them  in  the  Bastrop  Grant*, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PriTaie 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  JohiiBoii 
Lykins,  stating  that  he  is  the  discoverer  of  certain 
tin  mines,  and  praying  the  passage  ofan  act  living 
him  the  privilege  of  working  them  for  a  bauted 
time;  wnich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  widow  of  John  Scol- 
lay ,  praying  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  bus- 
band  during  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  Ebenezer 
Brown,  praying  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her 
husband  during  tne  revolutionary  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  the  petition  of 
Joel  Hickman  and  some  forty  or  fifty  others. 
They  are  KentuckianSf  and  they  pray  for  an  ob- 
ject which  meets  my  cordial  approbation.  It  is 
that  the  Congress  and  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  may  take  such  steps  in  their  relations  and 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations  as  will  tend  to 
establish  a  tribunal  by  which  questions  which 
have  heretofore  involved  nations  in  war  may  be 
peacefully  settled  by  arbitration,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  evils  resulting  from  war.  I  hope  that  it  may 
be  received  and  referred,  without  reading,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  nK>tion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Daniell,  against  the  projected  improve- 
ments of  the  General  Government  in  relation  to 
certain  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river,  and 
recommending  the  construction  of  a  ship  channel 
across  Hutchison's  Island,  as  the  most  effective 
method  of  overcoming  the  obstructions  known  as 
"  The  Wrecks  "  in  the  Savannah  river;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  J.  Sykes,  praying 
compensation  for  services  rendered  under  an  ap- 
pointment from  the  special  agent  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  for  California;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  petition  of  Ira  Rey- 
nolds, complaining  of  the  rejection  by  the  officers 
of  the  Patent  Office,  of  his  application  for  letters 
patent  for  certain  improvements  in  the  plough  and 
seed  drills,  and  praying  Congress  to  investigate 
the  matter,  and  direct  tne  issue  of  patents  for  so 
much  of  his  improvements  as  may  be  found  to  be 
new  and  useful  inventions;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  end  the  Patent  Office. 
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Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  resolution  of  tbe  Le- 
oifllature  of  Veimont,  requesting  the  Senators^ and 
Representatives  of  that  state  in  Confess  to'use 
gjl  proper  exertions  to  procure  the  e&ctual  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade. 

Ordered,  TbiU  it  He  oo  tlM  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  of  under- 
vriters  and  mercnants  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
prating  that  the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the 
Umted  States  at  Key  West  may  be  increased; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
dary. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  John  F.  GHl- 
mn  and  other  creditors  of  the  late  Republic  of 
Texas,  praying  the  enactment  of  such  a  law  as 
will  enable  them  to  obtain  payment  of  their  claims 
against  that  Republic  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  QWIN  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  California,  in  fhvor  of  an  appropria- 
tion for  compensating  Nathaniel  McMenafee  for 
^ke  relief  extended  by  him  to  the  destitute  over- 
land emigrants  to  that  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  ordered  to  be 
pnated. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Bancroft 
Woodcock,  praynig  an  extension  of  his  patent  for 
an  improvement  in  the  construction  of  the  plough; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MeRAE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tbe  memorial  of  fhe  Weit  Feliciana  Rail- 
road Company,  on  tbe  files  of  tbe  Senate,  be  refeired  to 
the  CommitteQ  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 

Ordered^  Tbat  tbe  doconients  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate 
rrtating  to  the  claims  of  tbe  legatees  of  Thomas  D.  Ander- 
•OB,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 
Ordered^  Tbat  John  McColgan  have  leave  to  withdraw 
bto  peUtiou  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SOULE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  petition  of  N.  Paillet.  on  the  files  of 
te  Scaate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  or  Clainur. 

Oi  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

OriertdfThmlthe  memorial  of  George  Talcott,  presented 
ibeJiEfc  December  last,  be  laferred  to  tbe  Comioittee  on 
JfOkaiy  Afibirs. 

RSPOmTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hugh  W. 
Dobbin,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was 
read. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Brinton  Paine,  sub- 
nitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  read. 

He  also,  fVom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  the  documents  in  support  of  the  claim 
of  Samuel  Cr^in,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whidi  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  and 
executors  of  Samuel  Prioleau,  submitted  an  ad- 
verse report;  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
¥e  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  petition 
•f  Martha  Gray,  and  tbat  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
PiMic  Lands. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print* 
bg,  to  which  was  referred,  the  29th  December,  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  printing  a  geological  report 
of  Dr.  D.  D.  Owen,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment; and  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Retolved,  Thatfive  thonsand  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
Hport  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Owen  on  the  Gealogy  of  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota,  be  printed,  in  acconlance  with  tbe  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  reouiring  tbe  same 
to  be  printed  under  the.direction  of  tbe  Commissioner  of 
tbe  General  Land  OAce ;  and  that  five  hundred  copies  of 
tbe  same  be  ibr  tbe  use  of  tbe  General  Land  Ofllee ;  two 
bondred  copies  to  be  given  to  Dr.  Owen,  and  three  hun- 
dred copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  distribution. 

Mr.  BADCrER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  M.  K.  Warrington  and  C.  W.  J.  Chubb,  ex- 
ecutors of  Captain  Lewis  Warrington,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  submitted  a 
report  on  the  subject,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
pnnted. 
.  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 


Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Francis  P.  Gardiner,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  her  relief. 

The  bul  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  22d  in- 
stant, a  motion  by  Mr.  Hale,  "  that  two  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations before  a  court  of  inquiry  against  William 
K.  Latimer,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  theaccompanyin? papers,"  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  me  use  of  the  Senate, 
reported  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion; 
and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  f\irther  consideratiou  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  A.  Richmond,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
in  the  district  of  Delaw^e,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  JAMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Zebulon  Parker,  reported  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Cjaims,  to  wiiich  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Mary  B.  Rentier,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Callan,  admin- 
istrator of  Daniel  Renner,  deceased. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  irom  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  T.  H.  McManus,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
T.  H.  McManus  to  enter  by  prei&mption  certain 
lands  on  the  Gre^sbury  land  district,  Louisiana; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afliairs,  reported  a  bill  to  enforce  discipline  ond 
promote  good  conduct  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEE  CLERK. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
reported  by  Mr.  Walker  the  22d  instant,  to 
authorize  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  wiU  simply  state  that  I  re- 
ported that  resolution  in  accordance  with  the  unan- 
imous instruction  of  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims.  To  that  committee  a  clerk  is 
absolutely  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  matter  that  comes  before  them.  They 
have  much  correspondence  to  attend  to,  and  there 
IS  necessarily  some  traveling,  in  which  Uiey  re- 
quire the  assistance  asked  for,  if  it  is  contemplated 
mat  they  shall  get  through  their  business. 

Mr.  flALE.  I  want  to  suggest  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable,  as  a  matter  of  economy, 
(or  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin as  to  the  barrel  of  pork,  and  say  the  blessing 
over  the  whole  barrel  at  once.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  introduce  a  general  resolution  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  may  make  a  statement  by 
the  authority  of  the  committee.  There  are  mat- 
ters now  before  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  involvine  about  four  milHons  and  a  quar- 
ter of  dollars.  Every  case  before  that  committee 
would,  perhaps,  if  submitted  to  a  coiirt  ofjustice, 
be  an  wtricate  and  litigated  lawsuit.  We  have 
to  examine  these  matters;  they  involve  in  many 
instances  an  examination  into  the  most  minute 
portions  of  the  history  of  the  Revolution .  To  get 
papers  from  the  departments,  and  have  them  prop- 
erly certified,  involves  an  amount  of  labor  which 
I  am  inclined  to  think  few  committees  in  this  body 
are  called  upon  to  perform.  If  these  claims  are  to 
be  reported  upon  in  proper  time,  and  in  a  proper 
manner,  it  is  necessary  tnat  the  committee  should 
have  a  clerk.  These  are  the  considerations  which 
have  influenced  the  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 


NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  crave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the  benefit  of  the 
act  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  approved 
the  3d  of  June,  1834,  to  the  people  of  tlie  State  of 
Texas,  and  others. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB,  sffreeably  to  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the 
Wabash  to  the  Missouri  river;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  TALCOTT. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Rewlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
tf  ansmit  to.  tbe  Senate  a  copr  of  a  letter  from  Brindier-Gen- 
eral  Talcott  to  Colonel  B.  lluger,  dated  November  1, 1850, 
the  purport  of  which  was  stated  in  the  proceedingR,  but  the 
orignal  letter  waa  not  foond  until  afterwards  and  for- 
warded to  the  War  Department  by  Colonel  Huger. 

MISSION  TO  EASTERN  ASIA. 
Mr.  CLARKE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retelvei,  Tbat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  the  report  of  Mr.  Ballastier,  late 
Consul  at  Singapore,  upon  his  mission  to  Eastern  Asia, 
together  with  such  of  bis  correspondence  and  reports,  inclu- 
ding his  negotiations  with  the  Sultan  of  Borneo,  as  may  be 
deem^  of  public  interest. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  QWIN  submitted  the  Cbllowing  resolution 

for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reiolved  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Intedor  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  such  instructiaofl 
as  may  have  been  given  by  the  Department  to  tbe  commis- 
sioners appointed  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congrees  approved 
3d  March,  1851,  entitled  "  An  act  toaMsertaio  and  settle  the 
private  land  claims  in  tbe  State  of  California,''  with  a  copy 
of  such  instructions  as  may  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Califbmia  in  connection  with  Ae  sub- 
ject. 

MART  W.  THOMPSON. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill   for  the  relief  of 
Mary  W.  Thompson;  and. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  poetr 
pnned  to  Friday  next. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  some  time 
since  offered  by  Mr.  Clarke,  reaffirming  the  doc- 
trine of  non-intervention;  and. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARK,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  Airtber  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  February  next,  and  tbat  it 
be  made  tbe  special  order  for  that  day. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Forney,  its  Clerk,  was  read: 

Mr.  Pekbident:  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives having  signed  two  enrolled  bills,  I  am  dhected  to 
bring  ttaera  to  the  Senate  for  the  signature  of  its  President. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  signed  the  two  en- 
rolled bills  this  day  reported  to  have  been  exam- 
ined, and  they  were  delivered  to  the  committee  to 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

They  are  as  follows: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Everett,  late  a^ 
sergeant  in  the  United  States  Army;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia  Woolen 
Company. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions were  severally  read  a  third  time  andpassed: 

A  bill  for  the  compensation  of  James  W .  Low 
and  others  for  the  capture  of  the  British  private 
armed  schooner  "Ann,"  during  the  hite  war  with 
Qreat  Britain; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of  Captain 
Erastus  A.  Capron; 

A  bill  grantm?  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Monroe; 

A  biW  to  provide  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Jonathan  Kearsley,  late  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  Detroit,  and  of  John  Biddle,  late 
register  of  the  land  office  at  that  place; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Dtuining; 

A  bill  for  the  rehcf  of  Julia  Aiken; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Colonel  Alexander  G.  Morgan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  H.  Cole; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Kellett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enoch  Baldwin  and 
others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Offutt;  and  a 

Joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  P. 
Field,  late  secretary  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
sureties. 

DEBATES  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  resolution  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  J.  C. 
Rives,  for  reporting  the  debates  and  proceedings 
of  the  Senate,  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  that  resolution  will  lie 
over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BADGEIR.    Why  not  pass  it  now } 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  wish  to  move  an  amendment. 
There  will  be  no  opposition  to  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  grantmg  the 
right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  State. 

The  pending  question  is  on  the  substitute  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  addressed  the  Senate  on 
this  bill  through  the  remainder  of  the  day 's  session. 
His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  Be- 
fore resuming  his  seat,  he  submitted  the  follow- 
ing amendment  as  an  addition  to  the  substitute: 

Be  U  further  enaded,  4-c.,  That  there  ■hall  be  granted  to 
the  tiuaen  Damed  in  this  section,  for  purposes  of  education 
and  or  internal  improvement,  soniucn  of  the  public  domain 
a»  ia  »|>ecified  for  «ach,  that  is  to  aajr :  To  the  State  of  Maine, 
583,040  acres;  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  317,760 
acres ;  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  313,930  acres ;  to  the  Sute 
of  Maasachosetts,  994,940  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  147,Si90  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  370,560 
acres ;  to  the  State  of  New  York,  3,097.380  acres ;  to  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  489,980  acres ;  to  tiie  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 3,311,680  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  90,560 
acres;  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  546,880  acres;  to  the 
State  of  Virginia,  1,331,680  acres ;  to  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  753,380  acres ;  to  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina, 
514,340  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Oi^orgia,  753.380  acres ;  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  906,560  acres,  and  to  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky^ 897,990  acres ;  which  land,  so  granted,  shall  be  lo- 
cated in  parcels  conformably  to  sectional  divisions  and  sub- 
divisions, of  not  less  than  330  acres  in  any  one  location, 
if  so  much  can  be  bad,  on  any  public  land  except  such  to 
which  a  right  of  preemption  may  have  attached,  or  such  as 
is  or  may  be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  Congress,  or 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  united  States ;  which 
said  locations  may  be  made  at  anytime  alter  the  lands 
shall  have  been  surveyed  according  to  eiieting  laws.  And 
it  siiall  be  lawftil  A>r  the  Governors  of  said  Sutes,  respect- 
ively, to  appoint  one  or  more  agents  to  locate  the  lands 
granted  as  aforesaid  for  the  State  of  which  he  is  the  Gov- 
ernor. Such  agents,  in  making  their  locations,  shall  be 
gov<!med  by  such  rules  and  regulatiom;  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  when  the 
lands  for  each  State  have  been  located  and  selected,  patents 
therefor  shall  be  issued  to  the  State  entitled  to  the  same. 

»^nd  be  U  further  enaeledy  That  the  lands  granted  to  the 
States  according  to  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  disposed 
of  by  said  States,  respectively,  in  such  manner  as  their  re- 
spective Legislatures  may  direct:  Provided^  however.  That 
DO  p«>rtion  of  said  lands  shall  be  sold  at  less  than  $1  35  per 
acre,  until  otherwise  authoriEed  by  a  law  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said  lands  shall 
be  fkithAilly  applied  to  objects  of  interaal  improvement,  or 
to  purposes  of  education,  or  to  both,  as  the  Le^slatures  of 
the  Suites,  respectively,  owning  the  lands  granted  may  di- 
rect :  Provided,  further,  That  all  roads,  nUlways,  bridges, 
canals,  and  water  courses,  which  shall  be  exclusively  built, 
constructed,  or  improved,  bv  the  Ainds  arising  from  the 
disposition  of  said  lands,  shall  be  trte  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  /brthe 
passage  of  their  troops,  without  the  payment  of  any  toll 
whatever. 

•tfnd  4«  ii  further  enadedj  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tfie 
agents  aforesaid,  or  any  one  of  them,  in  selecting  lands  and 
making  locations  for  his  State,  to  select  and  locate  any  of 
the  alternate  sections,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  may  have 
been  or  may  h«reafier  be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  act  of 
Congress  granting  lands  ia  aid  of  the  construction  of  any 
railroad  or  canal  whatever:  Provided,  however.  That  in 
locating  any  such  section,  or  part  of  section,  the  State  for 
whose  benefit  it  may  be  selected  or  located  shall  be  charged 
with,,  and  the  quantitv  of  land  granted  to  such  Stale  shaU 
be  diminished  by  double  the  quantity  of  acres  contained  in 
the  reservwl  secUon,  or  part  of  section,  tAus  selected  and 
located.  Nouiing  in  the  three  last  sections  contained  shall 
authorise  the  location  of  any  lands  granted  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  California, 
or  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Utah,  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  that  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate,  an  order  will  be  made  for 
printing  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  then  the  Senate  will  adjourn.  • 

The  amtndment  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  26,  1852, 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

CLAIMS  PAID  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  DEPART- 
MENTS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  unfinished  business  of  Monday 
last,  beinc  a  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Fuller]  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  following 
resolution: 

Re$olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Postmaster 
General,  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  cause  to  be  re- 
ported to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  full 
and  complete  litits  of  all  claims,  if  any,  (including  principal 
and  interest,  and  de«4gnating  each  separately,)  allowed  and 
paid,  by  the  respective  Departments,  or  any  bureaus  there 
of,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1849«  which  had 
been  previously  presented,  suspended,  iv  disallowed,  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  specifying  the  character  of  such 
claims ;  and  also,  that  they  cau^e  to  be  reported  the  names 
of  all  i>en!on8  who  at  any  time  acted  as  the  agents  or  soli- 
citors for  said  claims,  and  the  persons  who  received  any 
portion  thereof,  or  were  interested  therein. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  in- 
quire of  the  gentleouui  from  Maine,  whether  he 
will  not  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  make  it  go 
back  to  the  4th  of  March,  1845  ?  1  hope  he  will  do 
so,  as  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  information. 

Mr.  FULLER.  If  the  gentleman  desires,  he 
can  introduce  another  resolution  to  that  effect. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  add  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  134,  nays  36;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  Ashe,  Averett,  Thos.  H. 
Baylv,  Bartlett,  Deale,  Bissell,  Bran,  Breckeuridge,  Bren- 
ton,  Brooks,  A.  O.  Brown,  Geo.  H.  Brown,  BueU,  Busby, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thonspaoo  Campbell,  Canter,  Clark, 
Clingman,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Daniel,  John  O.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dimmick,  Disney,  Dockery,  DpQr,  Dunham,  Bast- 
man,  Bdgerton,  Faulkner,  Picklin,  Fitch,  Floreoce,  Fow- 
ler, Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giddinga,  GUmore|  Good- 
rich, Gorman.  Green.  Grow,  Hall.  Hamilton,  Isham  G. 
Harris,  Hart.  Haven,  Hebard.  Hendricks,  Henn.  Hibbard, 
Hillyer,  Holladay,  Houston. Howard.  Thorns  Y .  How,  Ives, 
Jackson,  Jenkins,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Geeige 
W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kuru.  Letcher,  Lockhart, 
Mace,  Mann,  Mason,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McMollln, 
McNair,  Meade,  Miller,  Millson,  Molony,  Morrisoii.  Mur- 
phy, Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker, 
Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Phelps,  Polk,  Porter, 
Price,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Ruasell,  Scurry,  David 
L.  Seymour.  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton.  SmarlL  Smith, 
Snow,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stantoi^  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone.  Stratton, 
Stuart,  8 weetser,  Benjamin  Thompson.  Ge<»rge  W.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Venable,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Washburn, 
Waikins,  Addison  White.  Alexander  White,  Wilcox, 
Woodward,  and  Yates— 134. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Allison,  Barrere,  Bibig- 
haus,  Briggs,  Burrows,  Caldwell.  Chandler.  Collom,  Evans, 
Grey,  Harper,  Haws,  Hascall,  Uorsfurd,  John  W.  Howe, 
Thomas  M.  Howe,  James  Johnson,  George  G.  King,Kuhna, 
Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  Morehead,  Outlaw,  Penni- 
man,  Schermerfaom,  Schoolcraft,  Schooomaker,  Scudder, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Taylor,  Tuck,  Walbridge,  Ward, 
Welch,  and  Williaro8-36. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  pending  the  announcement 
of  the  vote,  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, was  detained  from  the  House  by  the  severe 
indisposition  of  his  family. 

So  tlie  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  to  withdraw  the  call  fpr 
the  previous  question;  that  I  may  move  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  embrace  the  time  since  the 
4th  of  March,  1835.  1' desire  that  this  investiga- 
tion shall  be  thorough.  I  promise  to  renew  the 
call  for  the  previous  quesUon,  if  ths  gentleman 
will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  suggest  to  the  eentleman 
from  Ohio  that  he  will  fully  accomplish liis  object 
by  a  separate  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  The  mode  I  desire  wUl 
save  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  I  wish  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  consuming  so  much  time  as  a  separate 
resolution  will  require.  If  the  gentleman  is  afraid 
of  the  investigation,  he  can  persist  in  his  refusal. 

The  SPEAKER.  Discussion  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  request 
my  friend  from  Maine  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question.    I  wish  to  euggett  a  modi-  I 


fication  of  the  resolution,  and  not  to  debate.  Af- 
ter 1  make  the  suggestion,  if  the  gentleman  don 
not  acquiesce  in  it,  I  will  renew  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  FULLER.    I  will  hear  the  su^eetion. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  suggestion  is,  that  the 
practice  we  are  getting  into  of  calling  upon  the 
heads  of  Departmenta  for  reports  to  wis  House, 
and  thus  treating,  to  a  lar^e  extent,  as  independ- 
ent branches  of  the  Executive,  is  a  very  bad  prto- 
tice.  The  Executive  is  an  unit;  the  President  i» 
the  responsible  man,  and  when  we  underuike  to 
make  these  independent  calls  upon  the  heads  of 
the  Departments,  we  are  givine  them  a  conie- 
quence  which  the  Constitution  does  not  contem- 
plate. In  the  early  days  of  this  Republic,  thtf 
were  treated  as  nothing  but  head  clerks.  They 
are  now  growing  into  a  consequence,  which  1 
think  is  inconsistent  with  the  spint  of  the  Cooiti- 
tution.  Thai  consequence  arises,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, out  of  the  manner  in  which  Congress  treau 
them. 

Mr.  FULLER.  I  concur  in  the  main  with  die 
remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Batlt;]  but  I  do  not  wish,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  myself,  to  concur  in  the  proposed 
amendment  in  this  case. 

The  question  being  upon  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tenneesse,  called  for  tellers; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Harsis,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  CoANDLBR  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  taken,  ana  there  were— ayes 
83,  noes  G9. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

The  question  now  being;,  Shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put? 

Mr.  MILLER  demanded  the  yeas  and  oa^. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  wish  merely  to  insflot  if 
the  House  should  determine  that  the  main  que** 
tion  shall  not  be  now  put,  whether  the  qoettion 
must  not  ffo  over  to  some  other  day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  go  over  until  MoniUj 
next. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were-- 
yeas  125,  nays  63;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie.  Aiken,  Cbarics  AUcs^ 
Willis  Allen,  Andre  wo,  Jobn  Appleton,  Asbe,  ATsrett, 
Babcock,  Thomas  H.  Bavly,  Baitlcit,  Beale,  BMl,  Bo- 
rock,  Brags.  Brenton,  Albert  O.  Bniwn.  BuelL  Bofbjr, 
Tbompaon  (Campbell,  Cartter,  ChurchwelK  Clark,  Cob^ 
Colcock,  Curtis,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawna,  Dess, 
Dimmick,  Disney,  Doiv,  Dunham,  Dorkce,  BastnU} 
Edgenon,  Edmund^on,  Faulkner,  Ficklin,  Fltcb,  Florence, 
Uenrjr  Rl.  Fuller.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  GamNe,  Gsjr* 
lord.  Gentry,  Oiddings,  Gilmora,  Gorman,  Orsen,  Orow, 
Hall,  HamUton,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Samfwon  W.  Usni% 
Hart,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  HoUsdart 
Houston,  Howard,  Thomas  T.  How,  IttfmaO,  Ive«, 
Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  ^ihnson.  Dss- 
iel  T.  Jones  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jnoei.  Kortx, 
Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Mann,  Edward  C.  MsrriiaB, 
Mason,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McLanahan,  McMuUin, 
McNair.  Meade,  Millson,  Morriaon.Mnrpl^y,  Murray,  Nt- 
beri.  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker.  Peaslee,  Pena,  Pbdiis, 
Polk,  Price,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbins,  RobiBSon,  R«it> 
sell.  Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  8.  Seymour.  Skd- 
ton.  Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Ricbard 
H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Msrtio,  Btntr 
ton,  Stuartl  8weet«er,  George  W.  Thompson,  Tborrtoa, 
Wallace,  Wilcox,  and  Woodward^lSS 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allison,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bibighans,  Bosie, 
Bowne,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Geone  H.  Brown,  Burrosni.  Cald- 
well, LewisD.  Campoell,  Chandler,  Clingman,  Callnoi, 
Dockery,  Duncan,  Evans,  Fowler.  Goodrich,  Grey.  Harper, 
Haws,  Hascall.  Haven,  Hebard,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe, 
Thomas  M.  Howe,  James  Johnson,  Geo.  G.  King,  Kuhat, 
Martin,  Miller,  Miner,  Morehead,  Newton,  Ondaw,  Sam- 
uel W  Parker,  Penniman,  Perkinn.  Porter,  Sackelt,  Scber- 
mvrlMm,  Schoolcraft,  Scboonmaker,  Scudder.  Siaaly, 
Bei^iamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Slepbens,  SlrouierjJ'ay> 
lor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wsf*- 
bnm,  Watkins,  Welch.  Wells,  Addison  White,  AJezsnder 
White,  WUliams,  and  Tatea--«3. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  the  main  question  be  now 
put. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  understand  that  the  moverof 
the  resolution  is  willing  to  accept  the  modiiicaU<)n 
suggested  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bavlv,)  and  §»▼« 
the  resolution  a  different  direction,  that  is,  instead 
of  having  it  directed  to  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments respectively,  to  direct  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  allow  of  the  modification. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  objected.  . 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
vras  adoDted 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  moved  to  rtcoii^f 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  wnicii 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LhtiD  WARRANTS* 

Mr.  HARRIS,  oTTennesflce.  I  aak  the  unan- 
onous  C'Hisent  of  the  House  to  consider  now  the 
motion  pendinct  to  refer  the  report  of  the  select 
coiBnuuee,  and  also  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
making  bounty  land  warrants  assignable,  to  the 
GMnmtttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Wednesday  next,  and  from  day  to  day  untfl  dis- 
posed of.      

Mr.  CARTTER  objected, 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  request  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Haabis]  to  make  it  Thursday.  The 
Mexican  indemnity  bill,  and  the  bill  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  bringing  back  the  American  citizens 
who  hare  been  liberated  in  Spain  are  yet  undis- 
posed of.  It  is  important  that  these  bills  should 
be  scted  upon  without  delay. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  aidopt  the  suggestion  of 
my  colleague  to  make  it  the  special  order  lor  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules  were 
siumenued. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  proposition 
to  refer,  and  make  the  bilb  the  spM^  order  for 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  JENKINS.  WiU  a  division  of  the  ques- 
lion  be  in  order  ? 

The  SPE A  KER.  It  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  JENKINS.    I  then  ask  for  such  devision. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
prerioos  question;  which  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  will  be  first 
upon  referringthe  two  bills  specified  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  w  hole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN.  I  understood  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Hakbh] 
was  to  take  up  and  make  them  the  special  order 
lor  next  Thuraday. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  question  will  recur 
after  the  motion  to  refer  is  disposed  of. 

The  titles  of  the  bills  were  tnen  read  as  follows: 
Senate  bill  entitled  <*  An  act  to  make  land  war- 
tanis  assignable  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the 
resohrtion  of  the  House  explanatory  of  an  act  ap- 
proved September  S8th,  1850^  enutled  *•  An  act 
grantiar  bounty  huid  to  certam  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales.^ 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if 
the  Senate  bill  has  received  two  readinM  in  this 
House? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  On  Saturday, 
the  Journal  will  show,  it  was  read  twice,  and  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer. 

The  SPEIAKER.  Br  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  it  was  taKen  up  and  read  twice  on 
Saturdajr .    It  was  constructively  so. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  only  wanted  to  have  it  read  twice. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  refer,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bills  werereterred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Is  the  previous  question  ex- 
hausted? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Was  there  a  motion  to  print 
included  in  this  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  was  not. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  have  them  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  TheChair  hears  no  objecUon, 
and  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  proposition,  to  make  these  bills  the 
special  order  for  Thnrsday  next,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

So  the  bills  were  referred  and  made  the  special 
order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  these  bUls  were  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday  next,  and  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

CORRESPOND INCE  BETWEEN  MR.  KOSSUTH 
AND  CAPTAIN  LONG. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

nu9k9i,  That  dMFrsridtat  of  the  United  States  be  16- 


quetited  to  ruaiitli  this  House,  if  not  incompatible  witli  the 

Cablic  interest,  all  the  correspoodence  bi'tween  Captain 
ong ,  of  the  United  States  frifate  Mississippi,  and  Mr. 
Kngsuth,  fmwing  out  uf  au  alleiRd  difficulty  or  misunder- 
standing lietween  the  said  Captain  Lone  and  the  said  Kos- 
suth; and,HJ^,  tlie  collateml  correspondence,  including  the 
letlen*  of  and  to  Commodore  Mornn  and  Ctmsul  Hodge, 
arising  upon  the  said  misniiderstandlng  and  connected  there  • 
with. 

Mr.  BELL  inquired  if  this  was  not  resolution 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was,  but  that  it 
was  also  competent  to  suspend  the  rules  pf  the 
House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  objected  to  the  resolution,  and 
called  for  the  regular  oitler  of  business. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  imroduce  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  rules  were 
suspended. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  SMITH  demanded  the  prerious  question. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
alter  his  resolution  so  as  to  embrace  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  other  officers  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  do  not  think  it  now  embraces  that  correspondence. 

Mr.  SMITH.    Yes;  it  embraces  the  whole. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  back,  as  correctly  enrolled, 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Everett;  and  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  Virginia  Woolen  Company. 
BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  purpose  is  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

[Cries  of  '«*  Oh,  no !"  and  "  Let  us  have  the  call 
for  resolutions !  "j 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggesUon 
in  Connection  with  the  business  of  the  House  for 
to-dav.  It  must  be  very  evident  to  every  gentle- 
man here,  that  if  we  are  to  proceed  as  we  are  now 
doing  we  shall  accomplish  very  little.  Now,  if  by 
general  consent,  and  each  member  will  stand  to  it,  we 
can  receive  resolutions  and  bills  and  petitions,  and 
let  them  be  referred ;  and  all  that  give  rise  to  debate 
be  rejected,  I  would  be  willing  to  go  on  with  that 
sort  of  business,  and  let  every  member  clear  out 
his  drawer.  If  the  States  can  be  called,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  have  it  done;  but  directly  I  yield  the  floor 
for  that  purpose,  some  gentleman  will  rise  and 
move  to  suspend  the  nues,  and  thus  the  whole 
day  will  be  lost.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  however, 
if  the  House  will  a^ee  to  it,  that  the  States  shall 
be  called  for  resolutions. 

PRINTING  OF  THE  CENSUS. 

Mr.  GK)RM  AN,  Arom  the  Committee  on  Public 
Printing,  reported  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Be  it  retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Rofretenta- 
Hve$  of  the  United  Statet  ofJimerica  in  Congre$$  asteifi- 
bledf  That  the  Joint  committee  on  printing  be  directed  to 
coatract  with  Messrs.  Donelson  k.  Armstrong  for  printing 
and  bindiof  the  Censoa  on  such  terms  as  thej  may  think 
reasonable  and  proper,  the  work  to  be  executed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  to  be  paid  for 
as  it  progresses  by  the  head  of  the  Census  Bureau,  with 
power  to  abate  fh)m  the  amount  stipulated  if  the  work  when 
executed  shall  prove  deficient  or  balow  the  suadard  which 
my  be  agreed  upon. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  OORMAN  said:  Some  considerable  anx- 
iety has  been  manifested  by  the  Census  fioard,  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  and  by  the 
House,  upon  the  subject  of  this  census  report.  I 
will  say  to  the  House,  that  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Printing  this  morning  vnanimaudy  passed  a 
resolution  that  the  public  printer  had  not  com^ied 
with  his  contract  in  regard  to  the  materials.   This 

Frinting  is  required  by  almost  every  member,  and 
am  from  day  to  day— >I  will  not  say  annoyed,  for 
that  would  be  incorrect,  improper,  and  perhaps 
indelicate — but  it  is  insisted  upon  me  that  I  shall 
do  something  to  expedite  this  printing.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  anxiety  manifested  by  the  members  of 
the  House,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  been 
a  good  deal  annoyed  by  the  manner  in  which  he 


has  been  unable  to  get  this  printing  forward.  The 
Superintendent  is  also  exceedingly  solicitous  for 
acuon  upon  this  subject.  I  apprehend  that  at  first 
blush,  gentlemen  would  be  under  the  impression 
that  this  printing  belonged  to  the  public  contractor; 
but  bv  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1851, 
it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  therein  prescribed  that 
the  preparatory  and  preUminary  printing,  such  as 
the  forms  and  so  forth,  should  oe  prepared  and 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Census  Board, 
and  all  the  other  printing  oomiected  with  the  cen- 
sus, as  Congress  may  direct.  So  that  question  is 
not  even  debatable.  There  was  not  one  sinele 
member  of  the  committee,  of  either  JMuty,  wno 
was  not  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  this  printing 
does  not  come  within  the  contract  with  the  public 
printer. 

This  joint  resolution  is  offered  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  expedi- 
ting the  printing  of  the  census.  It  has  been  before 
the  Senate,  but  has  been  postponed  by  that  body 
for  a  week  or  ten  days,  for  the  reason  that  certain 
statistical  and  historical  accounts  of  the  several 
States  were  being  riven  which  some  of  the  Sena- 
tors conceived  to  be  in  violation  of  the  original 
census  law.  Now,  aAer  a  full  investigation  of  the 
subject,  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  express 
language  and  letter  of  the  law  authorizes  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  do  precisely  what  he  has 
done.  It  may  seem  strange  that  they  should  adopt 
something  Uke  an  historiod  account  of  each  county 
in  the  respective  States;  yet  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
highly  proper;  and  I  apprehend  that  the  law  clear- 
ly gives  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  authority  to 
adopt  such  a  form  as  be  may  prescribe.  It  gives 
him  a  kind  of  blank  authority,  and  in  his  annual 
report  he  has  alluded  to  this.  * 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  at  present  to  add  a 
single  remark,  except  that  gentlemen  need  be  un- 
der no  apprehension  that,  under  the  law  passed  by 
the  last  Congress,  this  order  of  the  House,  if  it 
passes,  will  conflict  in  the  slightest  degree  with 
the  contract  of  the  public  printer. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing  [Mr.  Gorman 
— and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  take  pleasure  in  an- 
swering the  inquiry — ^what  has  been  done  in  rela- 
tion to  the  printing  of  the  abstract  of  the  Census, 
which  were  ordered  last  week  ?  Gentlemen  will 
recollect  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  last  Mon- 
day, authorizing  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
contract  for  the  printing  of  one  hundred  thpuMnd 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Census;  a  report  which  was  published  the  1st  of 
January  in  the  Olobe,  1  desire  to  know  what  has 
been  done  in  rcsard  to  that  matter  ? 

Mr.  (K)RMAN.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman. 
That  subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. I  addressed  a  note  to  the  public  printer.  I 
called  upon  Mr.  Rives,  and  1  also  addressed  a  note 
to  Donelson  A,  Armstrong.  Mr.  Rives  did  not 
desire  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  if  it 
came  in  the  least  in  conflict  with  the  contract  of 
the  public  printer.  Although  he  had  it  in  type, 
he  did  not  wish  to  print  it,  until  it  was  directly 
ascertained  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  that  it 
did  not  interfere  with  the  contract  of  the  public 

Erinter.  The  reason  assigned  by  him  was,  that 
e  did  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  public  printer's  carry- 
ing out  his  contract.  He  therefore  declined  for 
the  present,  until  further  action  by  the  committee. 
Messrs.  Donelson  6l  Armstrong  also  declined  to  do 
the  job.  I  shall  this  evening,  I  presume,  if  the 
other  members  of  the  conunittee  concur  with  me, 
order  the  printing  to  be  done;  and  the  document  will 
be  furnished  to  the  House  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  EVANS.  It  is  pretty  well  known  in  this 
House  of  Representatives  that  there  has  been  no 
sin^e  thing  in  its  history  for  many  years  past 
which  has  been  a  more  fruitful  source  of  corrup- 
tion, and  a  more  fruitful  source  of  dissension — 
nothing  has  been  so  entirely  covered  up  from  the 
notice  of  members — ^nothing  has  been  so  wholly 
excluded,  and  yet  so  badly  executed,  as  this  very 
public  printing.  It  has,  1  believe,  generally  been 
taken  oy  both  political  pturties  as  a  prolific  job, 
for  the  mke  of  supportiiig  partisan  purposes  and 
partisan  editors  in  the  District  of  Columbia  who. 
nad  no  circulation  and  subscription  suflicisnt  ta 
maintain  their  papers.  Why,  I  ask,  are  Donelson 
Sc  Armstrong  named  in  this  resolution  ?  Who  are 
Donelson  dk  Armstrong  ?  Why,  sir,  they  are  twa 
individuals,  neither  of  whom  I  havt  ever  seea  or 
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eTcr  known.  There  are  hundreds  of  practical 
printers  in  the  United  States,  and  why  are  DoneU 
son  &  Armstrong  inserted  expressly  in  this  reso- 
lution ?  What  are  their  capauiliiies  for  perform- 
ing this  work  ?  What  are  their  prices  likely  to 
be  ?  How  many  copies  of  this  census  report  are 
we  to  have  pubUshea  ?  Before  we  rush  blindfold 
into  this  matter,  and  authorize  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  negotiate  this  contract,  let  us  at  least 
know  something  of  the  expense  to  which  we  are 
to  be  put.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Census  has 
prepared,  or  is  engaged  in  preparing,  a  volume 
with  regard  to  the  census  of  the  Stale  of  Mary- 
land. I  understand  that  volume  is  to  be  about 
the  ordinary  size  of  a  volume  of  the  Congressional 
Olobe — not  I  perhaps,  as  large  as  that  of  the  first 
session  of  the  last  Confess,  but  about  the  size  of 
that  of  the  second  session.  It  will  be  a  consider- 
able sized  folio  volume.  That  is  what  I  under- 
stand. I  may  be  mistaken,  but  that  is  my  belief. 
I  understand  that  it  contains  a  historical  account 
of  every  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  besides 
a  complete  account  of  the  census  of  that  State, 
involving  all  of  the  one  hundred  oueations  which, 
by  a  law  of  the  last  Congress,  tne  deputy  mar- 
shals were  required  to  ask  e\'ery  individual,  or  at 
least  every  head  of  a  family.  Now,  if  a  similar 
account  is  to  be  ftimished  of  every  State  in  the 
Union — and  if  this  is  done  for  one  State  it 
should  certainly  be  done  for  all  the  States — then 
we  shall  have  thirty-one  fdlio  volun>es,  each 
of  which  will  comprise  the  census  of  one  State 
Alone;  and  if  one  hundred  thousand  copies,  or 
perhaps  more  likely  five  hundred  thousand  cop- 
ies, we  shall  involve  the  country  in  an  expense 
for  printing,  amounting  to  millions  of  dollars. 
We  are  going,  blindfold,  to  make  this  enormoufi 
appropriation,  and  I  do  not  know  for  what  pur- 
pose. How  many  copies,  I  wilt  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  {Mr.  Gorman,] 
is  it  proposed  to  publish  ?  How  many  volumes  is 
it  expected  it  will  make  ?  And  how  much  money 
is  it  proposed  to  appropriate  for  that  purpose? 
Unless  this  information  can  be  given,  I  will  never 
consent  to  give  the  power  which  is  asked  for 
in  this  resolution  to  any  committee  however  re- 
spectable, or  however  honest — and  none  can  be 
more  so  than  the  present  Committee  on  Printing — 
never,  sir!  What  does  this  resolution  propose? 
It  proposes  to  give  the  Committee  on  Printing 
power  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  Messrs. 
Donelson  &.  Armstrong — two  gentlemen  whom  I 
do  not  know — they  may  be  very  worthy  men  and 
excellent  printers.  I  belive  they  are  the  editors  of 
the  Union.  The  committee  have  no  discretionary 
powers.  They  cannot  call  in  anybody  else.  If 
other  printers  offer  lower  or  better  terms,  they  can- 
not accept  them.  But  they  are  required  to  make 
a  contract  with  Donelson  &  Armstrong.  They  do 
not  tell  us  beforehand,  nor  do  we  limit  them  in  the 
extent  of  the  contract.  Why,  we  ought  at  least 
to  insert,  •*  Provided,  that  the  expense  shall  not 
exceed  so  much,"  or,  "  Provided,  the  number  of 
copies  shall  not  exceed  so  many.*'  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  ought  to  give  an  unlimited  power  to  con- 
tract in  this  matter,  and  thus  to  vote  away  the 
publit  money  to  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  however 
nonor&ble,  or  however  honest,  their  character 
may  be.  That  is  a  power  which  belongs  exclusive- 
ly to  this  House,  and  we  have  not  the  right  to 
aelegate  it  to  others.  I  do  not  believe  any  gen- 
tleman will  be  able  to  answer  these  questions,  and 
unless  we  receive  this  information,  1  will  never 
consent  that  we  should  rush  on,  blindfold,  to  incur 
this  enormous  expense  now.  Suppose  this  turns 
ont  to  be  a  profitable  job.  This  Committee  on 
Printing  have  the  power  to  g^o  onj  and  employ 
Donelson  &  Armstrong  to  print  as  many  copies  of 
these  thirty-one  volumes  as  they  please — for  all 
the  States  ought  to  stand  upon  the  same  footing. 
If  this  history  of  each  county  is  g^ven  to  Maryland, 
it  should  also  be  given  to  Virginia,  and  New  York, 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  and  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Every  State  has  as  much  right  to  have 
the  details  of  its  resources  and  statistics  spread  out 
at  length  and  printed,  as  the  State  of  Maryland 
has. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  ask  the 
^tleman  from  Maryland  if  it  is  his  understand- 
ing that  there  is  to  be  a  volume  made  out  for  every 
State,  as  large  as  the  Congressional  Globe  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  know.  The  resolution 
does  not  state.  But  I  can  teH  the  gentleman  that 
they  are  preparing  a  Tolume  for  the  State  of  Ma- 


ryland about  that  size;  and  if  a  like  volume  is  pre- 
pared for  every  State  it  will  make  thirty-one  vol- 
umes. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  that  is  so,  I  will  vote  against 
having  thein  printed  at  all. 

A  Voic£.  That  for  Maryland  is  prepared  as 
a  model  volume. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  understand  that  volume  is  to 
be  a  model  volume.  So  we  are  perhaps  to  have 
thirty-one  volumes.  I  suppose  we  sliall  have  at 
least  one  hundred  thousand  copies  published. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  him  whether  the  volume 
which  is  being  prepared  is  for  the  census  priming 
or  for  the  Slate  of  Af  aryland  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.    As  a  part  of  the  censas returns. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  understand  that  the  whole 
returns  will  not  make  a  volume  larger  than  the 
Cvngresiional  Globe  for  the  last  long  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  understand  so.  But 
I  do  not  want  any  gentleman  to  understand  me  as 
denying  the  gentleman's  assertion.  It  may  be  so. 
But  i  do  say  this:  we  have  no  positive  informa- 
tion upon  that  subject,  and  until  we  have,  we 
ought  not,  blindfold r  to  adopt  this  resolution.  1 
do  assert  that  this  model  volume  which  is  being 
prepared ,  is  not  by  the  order  of,  or  for  the  Slate 
of  Maryland,  but  for  the  use  of  the  House  and 
Senate.  And  if  such  a  volume  is  to  be  prepared 
for  Maryland,  why  should  Ohio  be  neglected  any 
more  than  the  State  of  Maryland?  And  if  we 
adopt  this  resolution  without  any  knowledge  of  its 
extent,  I  know  no  reason  why  we  should  not  ex- 
pect to  see  the  whole  thirty-one  volumes.  Let  gen- 
tlemen offer  an  amendment  that  the  whole  shall 
be  included  in  one  volume,  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  copies  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand 
and  the  expenses  not  more  than  ^100,000.  You 
will  have,  then,  something  reasonable,  and  the 
House  will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  resolution  without  knowing  what  it  is  about. 

I  now  pass  to  another  branch  of  this  subject. 
We  should  not  pass  this  matter  by  lightly.  This 
public  printing  has  been  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
sension here.  I  now  mean  to  refer  to  the  course 
pursued  in  the  last  Congress  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. It  was  asserted  in  the  last  Congress,  that 
Messrs.  Trenholm  and  Bell — the  public  printers 
to  Congress-r-had  violated  their  contract. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  that  several  bills  had  passed  that 
body.] 

Mr.  E.  continued.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker^  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
[Mr.  Gorman]  has  told  us  that  the  committee  had 
unanimously  conchided  that  the  present  contractors 
for  the  public  printing  had  violated  their  contract 
in  the  quality  of  paper  upon  which  the  printing 
was  done.  I  want  to  ask  that  gentleman  if  the 
same  thin^  was  not  done  by  the  contractors  for 
the  prinung  in  the  last  Congress?  I  want  to 
know  if  it  was  not  proved  by  testimony  intro- 
duced before  a  committee  of  this  House,  organ- 
ized for  that  especial  purpose,  that  Trenholm 
&  Belt  had  used  paper  many  pounds  less  in 
weight  than  that  specified  by  the  contract,  viz., 
that  of  say  fifty  pounds  to  tne  ream?  I  want  to 
know  if,  upon  any  occasion,  Trenholm  ^Believer 
used  the  quality  of  paper  which  they  contracted 
to  use  ?  1  ask  if  Mr.  Kitchie  did  not  prove,  or  if 
Trenholm  &  Belt  did  not — for  I  do  not  desire  to 
mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Ritchie  but  with  respect — 
1  ask  if  Trenholm  d&  Belt  did  not  attempt  to  prove, 
b)r  Mr.  Famham,  a  bookseller  and  stationer  of 
this  city,  that  the  lighter  paper  which  they  used 
was  not  the  better  paper  ?  I  want  to  know  if  he 
was  not  allowed  to  go  on  printing  upon  that  kind 
of  paper,  not  only  without  complaint,  but  with 
the  express  approval  and  sanction  of  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  many  of  whom  are  now  here?  Yet 
now,  when  Mr.  Boyd  Hamilton,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  has  done  precisely  the  same  thing, 
what  do  the  Committee  on  Printing:  propose  to 
do?  I  think  no  one  will  deny  what  I  say  m  rela- 
tion to  the  contractors  for  the  printing  of  the  last 
Congress.    The  gentleman  from  South  CaroHna 

{Mr.  Oka]  was  a  member  of  that  committee,  nn4 
call  upon  h^m  to  deny  it  if  I  am  wrong. 
Mr.  ORR.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  paper  upon  which  Messrs.  Trenholm  A  Belt 
contracted  to  use  was  to  weigh  thirty-eight  pounds 
to  the  ream.  They  used  that  weighing  thirty-two 
pounds.    I  think  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 


stattd  that  fifty  pounds  per  ream  was  the  weight 
» contracted  for. 

Mr*  EVANS.  I  was  wcong  in  the  weight.  Bat 
it  was  proved  before  the  committee  of  the  Hooat 
that  these  coniractors  used  paper  weighing  six 
pounds  per  ream  leas  than  that  contracted  for.  I 
made  it  at  the  time  the  cause  of  a  ^rave  and  seri- 
ous charge  in  thia  House^  for  which  I  subjected 
myself  to  great  censure.  However,  let  those  con- 
troversies now  sleep  with  the  dead .  I  do  not  think 
that  any  gentleman  should  allow  any  such  thing 
to  become  indelible;  let  him  rather  strike  it  from 
his  memory.  The  fact  which  I  desire  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  this  Hovwie  is,  that  the  same  thing 
which  was  approved  in  Trenholm  d&  Belt  is  now 
regarded  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  as  a  great 
cnme  in  Mr. Boyd  Hamilton.  Now,  what  are  we 
to  do  with  the  public  printing  ?  Up  to  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Congress  it  was  given  to  the  fortunate  newt- 
paper  editors  of  both  poUtieal  parties  by  the  wa^  of 
jobs,  and  it  had  been  a  source  &f  great  comiptioo. 
That  Congress  determined  to  pat  a  stop  to  all  the 
iniquity  which  had  or  might  spring  out  of  the  pub- 
lic printing.  It  was  therefore  determined  by  that 
Congress  that  the  pubhc  prinlii>g  should  be  there- 
after let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder.  It  determined 
that  the  old  system  of  corruption  and  patronage 
should  be  done  away  with ,  and  that  the  priming 
should  be  let  out  to  the  loweist  bidder  who  would 
give  good  security.  Well »  what  was  the  conse- 
quence of  that  change?  Meaera.  Wendell  &  Van 
Benthuysen,  residents  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of 
New  loik,  came  on  here  to  Washington, and 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representativw, 
as  directed  by  law,  and  they  perfornted  the  public 
printing  at  ceiiain  specified  prices,  and  as  soon  is 
they  hold  finished  the  printing  they  informed  iho 
House  that  they  had  lost  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand  dollars  by  the  contract.  I  must  say  they 
printed  the  documents  reqiiired  to  bepriatedhy 
them  upon  inferior  paper  and  with  inferior  ink; 
they  did  not  more  than  oi'dinarily  delay  the  pub- 
lic printing,  but  did  it  in  good  time>— certainly  did 
i>ot  delay  it  as  much  as  it  latterly  has  beeD---and 
they  manifested  in  every  way  a  spirit  of  determin- 
ation to  comply  as  nearly  as  poaaibls  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract.  Naw  let  us  see  the  efiect 
Wendell  &  Van  Benthuysen,  having  lost  money 
by  that  contract,  did  not  become  bidders  for  the 
printing  of  the  Thirly-first  Congress,  if  I  recollect 
aright-~for  I  have  not -the  documents  by  me,  but 
trust  to  men>ory,  and  if  1  am  not  aocmrate  gentle* 
men  will  correct  me.  The  bidding  was  to  be  relet 
for  the  Thirty-first  Congress.  The  prices  of  Wen- 
dell &  Van  Benthuysen  were  well  known,  and 
they  had  a  memorial  before  Congress  by  which  it 
was  shown  how  much  they  bad  Toat  by  their  con- 
tracts—some  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Now  bidders  had  everything  before  them  tn  en- 
able them  to  make  their  bids  fairiy>  honesUv, 
justly,  and  uprightly — and  what  was  the  resttli| 
Mr.  John  C.  Rives  was  one  of  the  bidders,  and 
Mr.  Towers,  a  practical  printer  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  was  another.     Wendell  A  Van  Ben- 
thuysen were  not  bidders,  but  Messrs.  Trenholm 
&  Belt,  two  persons  entirely  unknown  to  any- 
body, except  to  some  printers  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington personally  acquainted  with  them,  and  lo- 
taily  unknown  to  every  member  of  this  House, 
were  found  to  be  the  k>we8t  bidders,  and  very 
low  bidders,  considerably  lower  than  the  prices  of 
Wendell  &  Van  Benthuysen,  upon  which  prices 
thoae  parties  had  lost  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars.    Well,  sir,  Messrs.  Trenhofm  ABelt  went 
on  with  the  printing,  and  partially  executed  it, 
and  in  so  doing — without  meaning  any  "°J"J^!!*| 
flections  upon  them-— if  I  recollect  aright,  and  tf  i 
do  not  I  will  take  occasion  to  correct  u  ^•J^*'^' 
the  creat  mass  of  the  documents  was  long  delayea 
in  tSe  delivery,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  tne 
President's  message  was  not  delivered  to  as  unui 
about  the  month  of  July  or  August  of  the  long 
session.    It  was  a  subjectof  great  complaint  upon 
the  part  of  members.  .  •«-! 

Another  fact  was  developed ,  and  it  i»  ^^^ 
in  the  sworn  testimony  taken  before  a  »«**  *^„ 
mittee.    There  were  certain  d^KJumenis  toia  «P" 
the  tables  of  members,  as  spe-tiroen  na'^fJ^ilT. 
them  to  look  at,  as  is  usual  here  w^^'JP^"."^^ 
uments  come  out — for  instance**  ^'^^Pj   j^. 
report.     But  documents  of  tlie  Buoe  *'"^' .j 
tended  for  distribution,  are  '^'^^J' ^ 'y^J^ 
in^-room.    Upon  an  examination  by  tws 
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committee  it  was  discovered  that  those  documenta, 

which  were  laid  upon  our  tables,  were  printed 

ppon  good  paper,  and  with  good  ink ;  but  those 

ia  the  document-roona*  folded  up  and  requiring  to 

be  broken  open  in  order  to  examine  them  at  all, 

vere  printed  upon  paper  six  or  eight  pounds  less 

in  weight,  and  with  ink  which  cost  several  cents 

less  per  pound,  and  were  every  way  dilferent  from 

the  contract.     Here  was  a  fraud  attempted  to  be 

played  upon  members  and  upon  this  House. 

Now,  what  was  the  upshot  of  this  whole  mat- 
ter of  public  printing?  I  roust  return  one  moment. 
It  was  provea  in  the  testimony — and  I  go  upon  the 
testimony  and  nothing  else-Uhat  when  Messrs. 
Trenholm  A  Belt  took  this  contract,  and  entered 
into  it,  they  declared  they  did  not  take  it  for  the 
purpose  of  fulfilling  it,  but  that  they  expected  to 
make  Congress  sick  of  this  whole  system  of  con- 
tract printing,  and  make  them  return  to  the  whole 
job  system  of  ^ving  out  the  public  printing  to 
editors  in  this  city.  It  is  proved  that  they  de- 
clared, before  they  took  the  contract,  they  took  it 
at  low  prices  for  the  very  purpose  of  breaking  up 
the  contract  system.  The3r  came  forward,  not- 
t  withstanding  this  proof  of  iniquity,  and  made  a 
\  daim  upon  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
woakl  have  aoiounted,  I  am  told  by  practical 
printers,  and  those  who  understand  their  business, 
to  the  sam  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  be- 
came they  had  a  hard  bargain,  notwithstanding 
they  look  the  bargain  for  thS  purpose  of  breaking 
ttp  the  contract  system.  Now,  now  did  it  event- 
'  oate  ?  It  turned  out  that  Trenholm  db  Belt  were 
men  of  straw.  The  real  contractor  was  Mr. 
Ritehie,  then  the  editor  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Ritchie 
was  the  actual  contractor,  and  went  security  for 
Trenholm  &  Belt,  and  thereby  became  his  own 
seairity,they  being  merely  nominal  parties, and  he 
cane  forwaitl  and  asked  of  this  House  indemnity, 
which,  it  M^as  stated,  amounted  to  two  hundred 
thousand  doUars.  It  was  not  declared  that  this 
was  the  amount  in  money,  but  was  covered  up  in 
indefoiicenefls,  as  it  is  in  this  resolution.  What 
did  he  state.'  He  acknowledged  his  paper  did  not 
weigh  enotifi^h.  He  did  not  pretend  to  deny  it, 
W  juattfied  himself  byeaying  the  lighter  paper 
w«s  ihe  better  paper.  The  matter  was  discussed, 
at  thekst  Congress,  elaborately  and  at  length,  by 
iBeaheis  upon  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  very 
aMy  discussed  too,  and  Mr.  Ritchie  was,  by  cer- 
tain members,  justified  in  using  lighter  paper. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
oae  fact,  that  Congress  adopted  the  contract  sys- 
tem, and  that  contract  system  was  fiiithfully  ob- 
served durtnp  the  Twsnty-ninth  Congress,  and 
during  the  Thirtieth  Congress  Messrs.  Trenholm 
ft  Belt  took  the  contract  with  the  express  declara- 
tim  that  they  intended  to  break  up  the  system, 
and  force  Congress  to  come  back  to  the  old  and 
comipt  system,  and  they  nearly  succeeded  in  it. 
They  got  their  bill  through  tlie  House,  and  would 
have  got  it  through  the  Senate,  but  for  want  of 
time.  But  it  not  having  been  done  then,  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  this  Congress  to  step  forward 
and  do  it — to  abandon  the  contract  system,  and 
go  back  again  to  the  corrupting  old  method  of 
giving  it  out  to  seleeted  favorites  and  partisan 
editors. 

I  do  not  care  what  amount  may  be  honorably 
and  reasonably  realized  under  a  rair  contract  by 
Ike  gentlemen  named  in  this  resolution;  if  they 
■Qceeed  in  obtaining  the  work,  I  trust  they  may 
meet  with  just  and  proper  success;  neither  do  i 
oppose  the  resolution  because  Donelson  &>  Arm- 
strong are  Beniocrats.  If  I  know  myself,  I  would 
ssy  the  same  thing  against  Qideon,  of  the  RepubHc, 
SM  Gales  A  Seaton,  of  the  hUettigeneer. 

But  1  feel  assured  that  this  is  a  part  of  the  old 
exploded  and  heretofore-defeated  scheme,  to  force 
Congress  to  go  back  to  the  old  corrupt  S3nitem, 
and  abandon  the  contract  system.  For  that  rea- 
son they  have  brought  in  the  resolution  to-day, 
which  says  we  shall  print  the  Census,  without 
telling  us  how  many  volumes  it  will  make,  how 
moch  it  will  cost,  and  how  many  copies,  but  goes 
on  to  designate  the  names  of  the  very  men  who 
are  to  have  it,  and  nobody  else* 

Every  gentleman  in  this  House  knows  that  this 
oo|^t  not  to  be.  Every  one  is  aware  that  a  fair 
fera  of  competition  should  be  opened  to  all,  and 
that  we  should  give  that  fiiir  arena  without  fear, 
fcvor,  or  a0eetion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says  the  Committee 
wanimotuply  agivsd  that  Boyd  Hamilton  is  not 


entitled  to  this  printing.  I  Call  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  of  the  honorable  gentleman  fh>m 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  to  the  fact,  that  the 
great  effort  made  in  the  last  Congress,  and  the 
strong  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Ritchie  fastened 
himself,  and  the  hed  of  his  argument  was  this, 
that  Congress  had  taken  the  Census  printing  away 
from  Mr.  Ritchie  when  he  was  entitled  to  it  as 
pubUc  printer;  at  least,  so  it  was  agued  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  JVoto,  they  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  public  printer  is  not  en- 
titled to  this  same  printing.  Is  not  that  so?  Mr 
Ritchie  argued  so,  and  contended  ably  for  it.  I 
examined  Uiis  question  with  great  care,  and  I  think 
it  was  the  great  ground  he  had,  if  he  had  any. 
And  before  this  Congress  is  over  Mr.  Ritchie  will 
come  forward  in  this  House,  and  claim  indemnity 
upon  this  very  ground.  He  will  be  here,  my  wora 
for  it,  asking  that  real  or  imaginary  losses  incurred 
during  the  last  Congress  shall  be  made  good  to 
him.  He  may  perhaps  obtain  it,  for  he  is  power- 
ful; he  holds  in  his  control  the  destinies  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  And  Mr.  Hamilton  has  this 
disadvantage,  that  he  is  no  partisan  editor,  while 
Mr.  Ritchie  was.  Hence  there  is  sympathy,  and 
there  are  votes,  for  the  one;  and  no  sympathy  and 
no  votes  for  the  other. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Was  is  not  upon 
the  ground  that  Mr.  Ritchie  was  deprived  of  the 
printing  of  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  death 
of  General  Taylor,  and  of  some  Supreme  Court 
eases,  that  he  claimed  indemnity  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  Mr. 
Ritchie  sent  in  a  letter,  assenting  to  the  printing, 
in  a  northern  city,  of  the  proceedings  in  reference 
to  General  Taylor. 

Mr,  FULLER.  Was  not  that  tAer  he  offered 
to  give  up  the  contmct?  And  was  not  that  one  of 
the  jobs  Mr.  Ritchie  claimed  as  falling  within  his 
contract,  and  upon  that  ground  that  he  claimed  be- 
fore Congress  that  he  was  relieved  from  the  con- 
tract? 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  the  gentleman  will  aHowme, 
I  will  state  this — and  1  wish  to  state  nothing  un- 
fair— ^Mr.  Ritchie  did  certainly  claim  he  had  a 
right  to  print  the  obituary  notices  of  Greneral 
Taylor,  but  he  came  forward  voluntarily,  and  by 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
expressly  waived  all  right  to  perform  such  print- 
ing, stating  that  it  would  be  mucii  better,  and 
much  more  speedily  executed  elsewhere.  Thus, 
1  say,  he  delivered  a  message  to  this  House,  ex- 
pressly waiving  his  risht. 

So  with  regard  to  liie  opinions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  the  celebrated  passenger  cases~Norris 
vs.  the  city  of  Boston — tnose  cases  which,  at  I  he 
time,  excited  so  much  interest.  Mr.  Ritchie  claimed 
about  1^6,000  for  that  printing,  which  was  very 
small  in  amount,  and  was  executed  at  a  special 
session  of  the  Senate.  The  committee  determined 
that  he  was  entitled  to — say  j^OO,  and  he  was 
actually  paid  $12,000,  as  I  shfui  always  believe 
wrongfully  and  improperly.  Mr.  Ritchie  con- 
tended that  he  was  entitled  to  a  dollar  for  every 
page,  or  every  line — I  forget  which— of  these  doc- 
uments, and  ue  sent  in  a  bill  of  $36,500  for  print- 
ing these  opinions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  The  committee  examined  it,  and 
said  it  came  to  $500,  and  that  was  the  whole 
amount  he  was  entitled  to;  but  they  pushed  it  so 
strong,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  allowed 
Mr.  Ritchie  $12,500,  more  than  twenty  times  what 
this  contract  made  it.  But  all  this  is  collateral  to 
the  matter  in  question. 

Mr.  Ritchie  did  say  that  the  census  printing 
belonged  to  the  public  printer,  and  made  an  able 
argument  to  prove  it,  ana  members  of  this  House,  a 
great  body  of  them,  assented  to  it,  and  the  commit- 
tee to  which  it  was  referred,  I  think,  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  Now,theCommitteeon  Printing  comes  in 
and  says  it  does  not  belong  to  the  public  printer. 
It  did  belong  to  the  public  printer  when  Mr. 
Ritchie  wao  such,  but  it  does  not  when  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton is  public  printer.  I  do  not  say  whether  it 
does  or  aoes  not,  and  this  House  has  not  inquired 
whether  it  does  or  not.  It  has  not  made  a  proper 
investigation.  But  it  becomes  this  House,  and  is 
consistent  with  decency,  with  honor,  and  with 
propriety,  before  it  passes  this  resolution,  to  in- 
quire whether  it  does  belong  to  the  public  printer, 
and  if  it  does  not  fall  to  Mr.  Boyd  Hamilton,  to 
inquire  where  does  it  fall,  and  to  whom  it  does  be- 
long. 

1  riiottld  like  to  hayt  fome  gtntltnMUi  te  teU  me 


why  it  was  that  the  contract  was  not  proposed  to  be 
given  to  John  Doe  or  Richard  Roe,  or  somebody 
else?  That  Donelson  &  Armstrong  is  pot  in  here 
is  the  most  mysterious  part  of  this  matter.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  sacrifice  upon  the  part  of 
Donelson  &  Armstrong  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  that  fortune  they  have  been  all  their  lives  in 
acquiring  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government.  I 
am  aware  of  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  that 
they  will  yield  up  their  lives  upon  the  battle-field, 
that  they  will  ^ve  away  their  estates  for  taxes, 
that  they  will  give  up  their  all  in  oi-der  to  support 
the  Government,  but  this  seems  to  be  a  suulime 
sacrifice.  I  never  yet  knew  a  public  printer  that 
has  not  professed  to  have  lost  money  oy  his  eon- 
tract,  and  why  Messrs.  Donelson  A  Armstrong 
should  be  picked  out  and  pressed  into  this  resolu* 
tion  to  be  sacrificed,  to  sustain  the  loss  which 
they  must  inevitably  as  public  printers,  and  I 
never  knew  it  otherwise,  I  cannot  tell.  I  do  not 
know  why  their  destruction  is  resolved  upon.  I 
protest,  as  the  friend  of  Donelson  6c  Armstrong, 
with  whom  1  am  not  acquainted,  against  their 
being  thrust  into  this  losing  business.  Now  why 
does' not  Che  House  pass  a  resolution  saying  that 
the  contract  shall  be  let  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der for  cash,  who  comes  with  good  security,  the 
Government  furnishing  the  paper  ?  Look  to  the 
State  of  Massachuseiis,  which  prints  highly  cred- 
itable documents.  If  gentlemen  will  see  the  books 
published  by  order  of  that  State,  in  our  Library, 
they  will  acknowledge  that  ihey  are  creditable. 
So  It  is  with  the  State  of  New  York,  all  the  New 
England  States,  and,  I  might  add,  of  almost  alt 
of  the  States.  The  only  printing  in  the  whole 
country  that  is  wretchraly  and  miserably  exe- 
cuted, at  the  highest  price,  i^that  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  them.  Tlie  English,  French,  and  Russian 
Gk>vernments  fumkh  us  with  their  public  docu- 
ments, which  are  magnificently  printed  and  ele- 
gantly bound.  We  send  ours  m  return,  which  an 
American  would  be  ashamed  to  know  in  a  foreign 
country,  tf  this  House  resolves  that  the  census 
printing  ^all  be  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  the 
Government  furnishing  the  paper,  and  the  con- 
tractor to  be  paid  for  composition  and  press-work, 
and  nothing  else,  we  will  have  it  weU  printed,  and 
will  ourselves  get  rid  of.  the  suspicion,  that  I  am 
sure  every  member  will  be  unwilling  to  be  attached 
to  himself,  that  Donelson  A  Armstrong  are  receiv- 
ing an  extraordinary  pecuniary  compensation. 
Your  contract  will  be  well  executed,  and  millions  of 
dollars,  perhaps,  will  be  saved  to  your  Treasury. 
You  will  receive  documents  in  good  time,  and,  I 
will  repeat,  you  will  divest  yourselves  of  all  sus- 
picion. Your  consciences,  in  future  time,  will  not 
be  weighed  down,  as  I  know  they  will  if  you  allow 
Messrs.  Donelson  &  Armstrong  to  be  put  in  here. 
Members  are  too  virtuous,  too  intelligent  to  here 
subject  themselves  to  the  suspicion  of  making  a 
job.  1  should  like  while  I  am  upon  the  floor,  that 
somebody  would  tell  me  why  Messrs.  Donelson  dt 
Armstrong  are  selected  ana  put  into  this  resolu- 
tion? I  do  not  want  Ghdeon,  of  the  RtpnkHe,  I 
do  not  want  any  Whig  to  be  pbiced  there.  If  yon 
make  a  job  of  tne  matter,  say  so,  and  let  the  Dem- 
ocrats have  it,  for  they  have  a  majority  here.  If 
you  go  upon  principle  I  demand,  if  Boyd  Ham- 
ilton is  not  entitled  to  it,  that  it  shall  be  let 
out  by  contract.  Is  it  proposed  to  build  up,  on 
the  eve  of  a  presidential  campaign « a  formidable 
press  to  be  sustained  out  of  the  Treasury  ?  I  can- 
not believe  it.  I  would  disdain  to  see  either  Whigs 
or  Democrats  in  this  House,  building  up  political 

Cower  in  this  manner,  and  I  know  there  are  ae 
igh  and  honorable  men  in  the  other  party  as  are 
to  oe  found  anywhere.  Do  you  seek  to  build  up, 
on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  campaign,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  a  formidable  press,  the  expenses 
of  which  are  to  be  defVayed  out  of  the  Treasury  ? 
Is  that  your  design  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  apprehend  that  the  gentle- 
man, if  he  will  look  at  the  proceedings  of  a  Ibrmer 
extra  session  of  Congress,  he  will  find  that  the 
contract  was  taken  from  the  Democratic  public 
printers,  Messrs.  Blair  A  Rives,  when  the  Whig 
party  were  in  power,  and  $100,000  voted  into  the 
pockets  of  Gfales  A  Seaton.  That  is  an  answer  to 
the  gentleman's  inquiry. 

Rir.  EVANS.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is 
a  fact;  but  the  gentleman  asserts  and  I  believe  it. 

Mr.  GORMAN.    I  have  the  vote  here. 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  it  be,  as  the  gentleman  atatoi^ 
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ii  voB  a  miserable  piece  of  swindling,  and  unwor> 
thy  of  an  American  Congrese;  I  do  not  stand  by 
it.  i  wash  my  hands  clean  of  it,  for  it  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  country.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  not  urge  that  example  by  a  former  Con- 
ffress,  for  the  action  of  the  present  one.  Donelson 
IS  a  man  of  talents,  and  has  distinguished  himself 
in  the  councils  of  the  country,  or  at  least  in  its 
service  abroad.  I  seek  to  take  nothing  from  him. 
1  am  willing  to  see  him  prosper  fairly  and  honor- 
ably, but  not  by  this  job. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man, which  is  the  most  euphonious  to  his  ear — 
Gales  A  Seaton,  or  Donelson  &,  Armstrong? 

Mr.  EVANS,  (^ales  Sl  Seaton  are  not  more 
euphonious  than  Donelson  A  Armstrong.  I  never 
voted  a  job  to  Gales  A  Seaton,  nor  to  any  body 
else,  and  never  will.  This  whole  matter  is  all  so 
vague,  so  misty,  so  floating,  that  1  cannot  make 
out  from  it  any  certain  statistics;  but  were  1  to 
venture  a  guess,  I  would  say  that  $500,000  profit 
might  be  made  out  of  this  job.  Here  is  an  amend- 
ment that  a  partisan  press  shall  be  set  up,  encour- 
aged, and  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to 
endure  forever.  Gentlemen  will  find,  if  that  is  the 
design,  that  it  will  bring  down  this  evil  upon  their 
own  heads.  These  men,  inflated  by  prosperity, 
having  filled  themselves  to  repletion  with  the  pub- 
lic patronage,  will  wreak  vengeance  upon  some  of 
you.  They  will  turn  upon  you  if  you  step  over 
the  line  they  have  markcKl  out,  and  woe  unto  him 
who  censures  anj  doctrine  they  advocate,  for  his 
political  gvave  will  be  dug !  That  will  be  the  pay 
you  will  receive  for  your  services  you  now  do  them, 
jrartisan  editors  of  both  parties  forget  when  pros- 
perous, their  friends,  ana  wreak  their  vengeance 
upon  those  who  diment  from  their  dogmas  and 
their  dicta.  When  1  have  another  opportunity 
upon  a  similar  question  to  this,  I  promise  the 
House  to  bring  out  all  the  facts  with  regard  to  the 
public  printing,  in  a  speech  of  leas  thui  an  hour 
in  length,  and  will  show  them  such  a  system  of 
fraud  and  corruption  as  would  be  disgraceful  to  an 
American  Concro  longer  to  sanction.  1  hope 
we  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind  proposed  in  the 
resolution.  I  do  not  object  to  Donelson  &  Arm- 
strong, if  they  can  get  it  on  a  fair  competition.  As 
fair  competitors  let  them  have  it,  and  I  will  say 
amen  to  tt.  I  wish  them  success  in  their  paper. 
When  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  and 
when  it  was  edited  by  Donelson  A  Armstrong, 
it  advocated  principles  which  I  professed,  and  sus- 
tained measures  which  I  sustained,  and  I  honor 
them  for  it.  I  believe  it  also  maintains  the  great 
compromise  principles  which  have  been  passed 
here.  Those  measures  I  defend,  and  those  meas- 
ures they  have  defended.  The  present  editor,  I 
believe,  nas  never  forsaken  the  great  broad  Union 
ground  which  embraces  the  wnole  government, 
and  for  that  I  honor  him«  and  wish  the  paper  suc- 
cess and  prosperity;  but  not  for  that  or  anything 
else  they  can  do  will  I  mix  in  the  the  dirty  mire  of 
miserable  politics  to  give  them  public  plunder,  or 
to  enable  any  partisan  press  to  control  oflices,  and 
finally  to  control  the  very  members  of  this  House. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  House  will  pardon  me 
for  detaining  them  so  long  upon  this  question.  I 
hope  it  will  consider  the  intrinsic  importance  of 
this  proposition.  1  assure  every  gentleman,  no 
matter  what  his  politics  are,  that  if  he  will  exam- 
ine into  the  subject— and  it  will  not  take  much 
time  as  the  documents  can  be  all  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  last  Congress — he  will  find  that  it  is 
worthy  of  his  most  serious  examination,  and  he 
will  discover  that  this  one  single  Job  will  come  lb 
one  twenty-fiflh  part  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
Government.  I  repeat,  that  it  is  worthy  of  our 
consideration,  and  1  trust  every  one  will  see  the 
necessity  of  letting  out  this  contract  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  the  Government  furnishing  thepaperupon 
which  the  matter  is  to  be  printed.  We  will  tnen 
ret  it  done  honorably  and  honestly.  I  move  the 
following  amendment : 

To  amend  by  icriking  ont  **  Dondmn  k.  ArmMrong,  '* 
and  to  insert  **  the  lowest  liidder  fi>r  cash,  the  Govennneiit 
AirniahiDK  the  paper." 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  very 
much  gratified — being  called  out  of  the  House  by 
business  that  I  returned  during  the  discussion  of 
this  Question.  I  should  have  l>een  exceedingly 
unwillinj^  to  have  had  it  passed  without  expressing 
my  opinion  and  giving  my  vote  upon  it.  When 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  expression 
of  opinion  I  can  present  will  control  that  of  indi- 
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viduals  of  this  House.  But,  sir,  I  have  been  at 
all  times  unwilling  thaj.  this  subjea  of  public  print- 
ing should  pass  from  before  this  House  until  tlie 
country  should  understand,  and  fully  understand, 
all  that  was  meant  by  this  corruption  fund.  We 
have  heard  gentlemen  make  great  objections  to  let- 
ung  the  printing  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which 
has  been  denounced  all  around  this  House  as  a 
miserable  failure;  and,  by  way  of  amending  it,  it 
is  proposed  to  let  it  out  to  the  highest  bidder— by 
way  of  relieving  the  House  from  difSculiy  they 
let  It  out  to  the  highest  bidder;  that  is,  they  limit 
the  committee;  they  designate  the  individual  with 
whom  that  commiuee  is  to  make  the  contract,  and 
they  cannot  make  a  contract  with  anybody  else. 
Now,  1  should  suppose 

Mr.  GK)ltMAN.  The  contract  is  to  be  made 
upon  such  terms  as  the  committee  shall  deem  rea- 
sonable. I  ask  my  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolina  if  he  supposes  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  Committee  on  Printing  will  make  the  contract 
upon  terms  unreasonable  and  unjust  to  the  country 
and  the  Government? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  My  gallant  friend  is  a  fair- 
minded  man.  I  know  he  has  no  purpose,  but  a 
fair  purpose.  Why  not  say,  the  committee  shall 
contract  with  some  person  to  do  the  public  print- 
ing? Why  give  it  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong? 
What  claims  have  they  upon  us,  or  upon  the 
country  ?  Mr.  Donelson  has  been  called  the  ad- 
ministrator of  General  Jackson's  opinions.  1  say, 
he  is  administrator  not  only  in  his  wrong,  but  in 
General  Jackson's  wrong.  Aye,  sir,  he  has  no 
claims  upon  me,  or  upon  those  whom  1  represent, 
i  felt  the  influence  of  his  power  during  the  last 
summer.  I  will  never  pay  a  man  to  whip  me.  1 
can  get  it  done  cheaper.  [Laughter.]  The  Union 
paper  contains  the  highest  Federal  doctrines — 
doctrines  with  which  I  never  had  any  sympathy, 
and  never  can  have,  and  therefore  it  has  no  claims 
upon  me.  If  it  held  the  best  of  principles,  I 
would  oppose  it,  whether  it  had  claims  upon  me 
or  upon  those  whom  I  represent.  I  oppose  the 
principle,  by  which  the  otter  for  this  prmtin^  is 
to  be  narrowed  down,  and  the  contract  given 
to  a  single  individual.  If  there  were  one  hundred 
men  in  Uie  country  who  sell  bread,  can  you  say 
that  the  hungry  shall  trade  only  with  one  man  ? 
There  can  he  no  question  upon  that  subject. 
Why  are  Donelson  db  Armstrong  suggested? 
Do  we  mean  to  give  away  the  public  prmting  as 
a  pension  ? — ^propose  to  make  the  public  printing 
a  tax  upon  the  Treasury — and  say  that  the  present 
system- of  giving  it  to  the  lowest  bidder  is  a  bad 
one  ?  I  can  diner  with  gentlemen  upon  a  princi- 
ple, and  respect  them  b^use  xhey  nave  a  right 
to  their  opinions.  They  assert  them  independently 
and  act  upon  them;  but  1  can  feel  no  sucn  sympa- 
thy or  respect  when  the  ((uestion  becomes  one  of 
plunder.  {  know  where  it  begins,  but  not  where 
It  ends.  Then  I  ask,  is  the  committee  restricted 
to  a  contract  with  Donelson  db  Armstrong,  and 
Donelson  &.  Armstrong  alone  ?  If  that  is  so,  they 
have  some  claims  upon  us.  Let  those  claims  be 
pointed  out.  Let  ttiem  tell  the  country,  and  let 
us  an  know  how  great  pension  they  are  entitled 
to.  Let  us  fix  the  amount,  so  if  we  make  the  set- 
tlement, we  will  know  when  we  are  done  paying. 
If  a  pension  is  to  be  given,  let  us  know  how 
much  we  are  giving.  If  the  contract  for  printing 
is  to  open  it  to  the  world,  open  it  to  all  competi- 
tion, and  give  the  committee  the  discretion  to  make 
the  contract  with  individuals  who  shall  execute  it 
in  the  best  manner  and  for  the  least  sum.  I  willfo 
with  my  friend  from  Maryhind  [Mr.  Evans]  in  the 
proposition  that  the  Government  should  furnish 
paper,  and  we  should  leave  nothing  but  the  me- 
chanical work  to  the  printer— -pay  the  printer  what 
his  work  is  worth ,  and  give  him  fair  rates.  I  shall 
never  consent  to  make  a  sort  of  contract  where  no 
man  in  this  House  but  a  practical  printer  ever 
knows  how  much  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  fiUing  the  pockets  of  one 
who  has,  for  tne  time,  the  favor  of  a  majority 
here.  The  remarks  made  by  my  friend  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Evans]  deserve  thorough  consid- 
eration. I  have  seen  men  made  public  printen, 
the  organs  of  parties,  and  thus  fixed  upon  them, 
of  whom  the  labled  story  of  Sinbad  the  Sailor's 
**  Old  Man  of  the  Sea"  is  a  very  striking  illustra- 
tion: He  firat  rode  by  charity,  and  ended  in  de- 
manding to  ride  by  right.  Tney  are  right  gentle- 
men at  Irat,  but  there  is  no  getung  rid  of  them  at 
last.    Ybtt  will  find  them  very  accommodating  in 


their  firat  essays  in  playing  a  tune,  but  soco  give 
you  those  in  which  you  can  perceive  no  harmony, 
and  which  it  is  a  great  inconvenience  to  be  com- 
pelled to  dance  to  after  them.    I  can  never  consent 
that  the  funds  of  this  Government,  which  have 
been  collected  by  taxing  the  people,  shall  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  pensions  to  any  indi- 
vidual.    While  lam  lulling  to  pension  the  soldier, 
and  take  care  of  his  widow  and  orphans— the  re- 
ward of  actual  services — while  I  am  willing  to  allow 
all  claims  of  that  kind,  I  am  not  wiUing  to  sdect 
any  individual  and  give  him  the  means  of  becomiag 
w^thy  out  of  the  public  purse,  and  to  place  him  in 
a  position  in  which  he  has  an  opportunity  to  form 
public  opinion,  simply  because  he  is  an  editor  of  a 
leading  journal  disseminated  extensively  through- 
out the  country.    I  want  no  man  to  make  public 
opinion  for  me,  nor  do  my  constituents  desire  it. 
I  hope  I  shall  never  see  the  time  when  party  ties 
and  party  alliance  shall  be  so  strongly  fixed 
upon  me  that  1  shall  be  willing  to  sacrifice  princi- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  posioon  or 
standing  of  any  one.    J  do  not  mean,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  give  a  vote  in  which  I  shall  have 
to  part  with  the  principle  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  aspirations  of  any  man  to  the  Presi- 
dency.   Thank  Grod,  I  am  foot-loose.    1  represent 
a  constituency  that  requira  me  to  be  fool-loose, 
who  have  returned  me  by  a  large  majority.     I  am 
foot-loose,  and  bound  by  no  party  ties  or  obliga- 
tions which  require  me  tombandon  any  principle 
which  I  have  asserted.     I  will  take  occaaion  to 
say,  while  I  abhor  the  consolidation   doctrines 
which  have  spread  over  every  sheet  of  the  CTmea 
newspaper,  while  I  naturally  abhor  and  eschew 
them,  if  the  editora  will  ao  the  printing   any 
cheaper  than  anybody  else,  they  are  welcome  to 
do  it.    If  a  Mahometan  or  Mormon  will  do  the 
printing  better  and  cheaper  than  anybody  else*  I 
am  willing  to  pay  for  it.    I  trust  tnere  wiU  be  a 
decided  etfort  in  this  House,  to  keep  this  prinUng 
out  of  the  hands  of  any  men  who  will  be  likely 
to  make  use  of  so  great  a  power  in  the  preaidoi- 
tial  campaign.    I  prefer  a  practical  printer  who  tt 
not  an  editor;  ana  I  hope  we  will  not  be  called 
upon  to  give  fuel  to  kindle  a  fira  that  will  give 
power  to  any  machinery  which  will  generate  a 
miasma  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country.    1  take  this  occasion,  and  am  glad  o€  the 
opportunity,  to  say,  that  in  regard  to  the  Tote 
which  I  shall  give  upon  this  question  I  eonaidcr 
myself  as  detached  fh>m  any  sort  of  obh^atioos 
to  sustain  any  man's  pretensions  for  the  printing; 
neither  will  I  vote  for  any  man  for  the  Presidency 
who  does  not  in  his  avowed  opinions  come  up  to 
my  views  of  what   a   patriotic,  eonstitntiond 
American  statesman  ought  to  hold  and  adhere  te. 
I  have  been  much  entertained  as  well  asamosed, 
within  the  last  few  days,  by  the  ravelatioas  made 
in  the  discussion  between  several  representatives 
from  Massachusetts.     There  was  disclosed  by 
the  recrimination  between  those  accomplicea  in 
abolition  what  I  always  believed— that  ooth  the 
Whigs  and  Democrau,  as  a  party,  in  that  State 
were  deeply  hostile  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
the  Soutn.      I  had  no  interest  in  such  a  contest, 
except  for  the  information  of  the  people  whom  I 
represent.    I  shall  take  occasion  to  circulate  those 
speeches  freely  amongst  them,  that  they  may  have 
the  highest  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  those  con- 
clusions with  which  I  had  made  them  familiar  in 
mv  intercourse  with  them.    It  was  a  battle  in 
which  I  desired  the  full  exhibition  of  prowess  on 
both  sides,  and  that  at  the  close  of  the  oombatt  by- 
standera  would  have  to  do  the  kind  office  of  burn- 
ing the  slain.  GK>vernor  Boutwell  carried  the  Stats 
because  he  and  his  friends  bid  higher  than  their 
competitore  at  the  auction.    A  bra  of  one  quarter 
of  a  dollar  more  by  the  other  side  would  have  car- 
ried the  day  against  them.    The  price  was  the 
consideration;  tne  offices  and  emoiaments  were 
irresistible.     Did  the  Democracy  coalesce  with 
the  Abolitionists?    Let  those  representatives  of 
that  State  who  here  denounce  Uiem,  say  why 
they  voted  for  Mr.  Winthrop?    Thev  profess  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  compromise,  ana  yet  support 
Mr.  Winthrop,  who  within  a  few  days  aAer  the 
passage  of  those  measures,  voted  in  the  Senate  for 
a  bill  abolishing  slavery  m  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.   He  bid  tor  the  Abolitionists  of  Massachu- 
setts; endeavored  to  revive  agitation  on  the  slavery 
question,  and  upon  that  achievement  was  nomi- 
nated as  a  candidate  for  Governor.    He  did  not 
bid  enough,  but  showed  a  willing  mind.    Those 


18A2. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


395 


vho  supported  him  have  but  little  eaute  to  com- 
pkuB  of  Kny  tampering  with  Abolitionists  or  com* 
binations  with  them  for  power.    He  spread  the 
banner  of  affitation  to  the  breeze,  and  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Whifs  of  his  State.    I  have  DO  interest 
in  the  matter  further  than  the  truth  of  history  is 
concerned)  and  as  a  recorded  evidence  of  what  sort 
of  materials  we  are  called  on  to  rely  upon  in  the  hour 
of  trial.  It  will  teach  my  constituents  that  I  am  no 
alarmist,  and  that  I  have  told  them  the  truth.    It 
is  evident,  from  all  the  circumstances,  that  both 
parties  had  a  common  purpose,  but  neither  party 
bad  any  feeliag  for  us.  I  am  neither  malignant  nor 
resentful.     If  my  temper  is  excitable,  it  is  easily 
appeased;  but  there  is  one  thing  which  I  never 
mean  to  do,  and  that  is,  to  fawn  upon  the  hand 
Ukat  strikes  me.    No,  sir,  1  will  never  do  it.    I 
win  never  be  brought  to  sustain  the  pretensions  of 
say  man  for  the  CVesideney  who  is  not  a  republi- 
can; who  does  not  distinctly  acknowledge  State 
sovereignty  and  State  rights  upon  the  principles 
of  their  ^reat  apostle,  Mr.  Jefferson;  who  does  not 
pledge  himself  to  arrest  agitation  of  the  slavery 
question,  and  carry  out  the  furtive  slave  law  by 
all  the  power  with  which  he  ts  clothed.    I  will 
BMike  no  compromise  here.  I  opposed  every  meas- 
ure of  the  compromise  except  the  fugitive  slave 
law;  and  I  regretted  that  I  was  not  able  to  defeat 
all  o€  them  against  which  I  voted.    The  State  to 
which  I  owe  ray  alle^:iance,  and  the  people  whom 
I  rnroBent,  were  wiltine  to  try  the  expsriment 
of  these  measures,  as  tney  had  become  a  part 
of  the  laws  of  the  laud.    They  are  a  law-abidine 
people,  and  I  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  wiQ 
of  my  people.    I  voted  for  the  fugitive  slave  law; 
and  It  IS  the  only  one  of  the  compromise  measures 
fsr  which  I  voted.    But  though  I  acquiesce  in 
them,  no  man  has  a  right  to  inquire  as  to  whether 
I  do  so  cordially  or  not.    I  wul  say,  that  I  have 
changed  no  opinion  as  to  the  character  o(  these 
HBeasures,  and  I  feel  now  as  I  felt  then.    My  con- 
stitnenCn  feel  now  in  regard  to  this  subject^  as 
every  good  citizen  ought  to  feel,  a  strong  desire 
for  the  repose  of  the  public  mind  by  a  general  ac- 
Miescence  in  and  fkithfixl  execution  of  Uiese  laws. 
1  sm  lor  preserving  the  €h>vemment  upon  the 
pnaemlcs  of  the  Constitution,  and  for  obedience 
to  the  law  in  every  part  of  the  United  States.    So 
&r  as  /  am  concerned,  the  recipient  of  my  vote  for 
Pnmdent  must  be  willing  to  carry  out  the  law  of 
the  land.     I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who 
sre  disonionists  per  se,  and  have  never  been  will- 
ing to  resort  to  the  highest  remedy  without  the 
most  serious  cause  and  the  general  approbation  of 
a  majority  of  those  who  felt  the  grievance  of  un- 
eonsutotional  oppression.    When  I  differ  with 
gentlemen  upon  principle  I  can  ^understand  them. 
It  may  be  that  I  shall  be  compelled  to  act  with  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I  differ  as  to  some  minor  ques- 
tioos  not  involving  great  principles.    But  when  it 
is  a  perfocdy  dear  and  conclusive  indication  that 
the  oifference  between  us  will  be  about  phinder, 
•ad  not  about  principle-7-about  the  disposition  of 
the  offices  and  emoluments  of  Crovemment,  there 
can  be  neither  cooperation  nor  confidence.  I  repre- 
sent a  plain,  unsophisticated,  agricultural  people, 
who  do  not  look  to  this  Government  for  anythii^ 
by  way  of  support.    They  acquire  an  indepeno- 
esce  by  cultivating  the  earth.    They  do  not  look 
here  for  laws  to  put  money  in  their  pockets,  nor 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  to  supply  their  wants. 
They  labor  not  only  to  supply  themselves,  but  to 
aid  m  maintaining  here  an  efficient  and  economical 
Government;  to  manage  affairs  in  which  all  the 
&ates  are  concerned ;  and  I  can  vote  fur  no  measure 
which  is  to  take  the  public  treasure  to  sustain  a 
paper  which  sets  itself  up  here  as  the  organ  of  any 
particular  party.     I  will  vote  for  no  measure 
which  will  place  an  immense  money. power  in  the 
hands  of  metropolitan  editors,  ana  thus  add  to 
their  pecnliar  advantages  for  forming  public  opin- 
ion in  the  next  presidential  canvass. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I 
nast  ask  the  indul|:enee  of  the  House  for  a  short 
time  bnger.  Having  been  exceedingly  unwell  all 
the  morning,  I  had  not  anticipated  this  debate. 
Nothing  would  have  induced  me  to  make  a  single 
remark  now,  but  that  I  had  determined  since  uie 
commencement  of  the  session  that  upon  the  very 
earliest  opportunity  I  would  be  distmctly  under- 
itood  upon  those  great  questions  which  now  so 
much  agitate  the  puoKc  romd .  In  order  that  I  may 
not  be  misonderstood,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  attend  to 
the  remark  that  I  am  abowtto  make.    When  I  say 


I  want  a  fhir,  free  fight  in  the  next  presidential  can- 
vass, I  mean  that  1  desire  that  tiie  people  may 
Imve  s«tme  hand  in  arranging  the  preliminaries  and 
making  the  selection  between  the  individuals  pre- 
sented as  candidates  for  office,  i  am  very  far  from 
objecting  to  a  candidate  because  he  is  the  nominee 
of  the  Baltimore  Convention.  Indeed  such  a  nom- 
ination would  highly  recommend  him  to  my 
choice.  Such  an  expression  of  preference  by  that 
body  would  demand  and  receive  my  respect.  If 
he  should  be  soun4»  true,  and  capable,  frank  and 
honest  in  the  declaration  of  his  republican  doc- 
trines, desirous  for  the  repose  of  the  country,  and 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws,  the  fact  of  his 
nomination  would  recommend  him  to  my  confi- 
dence and  secure  my  zealous  support. 

But,  sir,  the  Baltimore  Convention  might  make 
a  nomination  of  those  who  do  not  answer  this  de- 
scription— who  do  not  possess  these  qualifiations; 
and  I  will  not  support  any  such  nominees.  No 
party  ties  shall  induce  me  to  perform  an  act  by 
which  1  lose  my  self-respect.  I  am  not  ignorant 
that  all  liberty — all  that  is  valuable  in  free  govern- 
ments— haye  been  ofUn  lost  agreeably  to  the 
usages  of  parties,  and  in  due  form  of  party  disci- 
pline. An  empty  shadow  takes  the  place  of  sub- 
stance—the power  transferred  to  the  few  from  the 
many,  and  tne  screws  of  party  discipline  may  be 
applied  to  crush  all  who  have  independence  to 
speak  the  honest  convictions  of  their  own  hearts, 
should  they  nominate  a  man  who  dodges  votes, 
and  who  is  not  to  be  found  in  his  place  when  vital 
questions  are  to  be  decided— whose  letters  and 
communications  require  a  second  Daniel  to  inter- 
pret them— or,  like  the  riddles  of  antiquity,  give 
employment  and  reputation  to  a  second  (£depus 
for  his  skill  in  unravelling  the  mysteries  which 
they  contain;  or,  like  the  Oelphic  oracle,  which 
made  response  to  a  certain  kmg,  who  inquired 
whether  he  should  eo  to  war  with  the  Romans,  in 
the  following  oracular  words:  **  Ibis,  rediirit,  nvn- 
^uamque  jMyi6i«"— words  admitting  the  double 
translation:  *'  You  shall  go,  you  shall  return,  you 
shall  not  perish"—- or  **  You  shall  ^,  you  shall 
not  return ,  you  shall  perish . ' '  The  inquiring  king 
took  the  first  interpretation — ^he  went,  he  did  not 
return,  he  perishea.  Other  followers  of  the  pro- 
pounders  of  oracles  have  in  recent  times  renewed 
the  experience  of  this  ancient  king — they  inter- 

Creted  for  themselves — they  went,  sind  did  return, 
ut  sadly  beaten  in  the  struggle. 
The  handwriting  on  the  wall  and  the  dream  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  were  explained  by  the  prophet; 
but  in  these  days  we  are  without  prophets  or 
priests.  Experience  must  be  our  instructor,  and 
nistory  our  guide.  I  desire  a  matter-of-fact  man, 
whose  heart  delights  in  an  honest  declaration  of 
his  opinions;  who  will  leave  plain  men,  like  my- 
self, in  no  doubt  as  to  his  meaning.  No"  conven- 
tion can  have  authority  to  discharge  a  candidate 
for  the  highest  ofilce  in  the  gift  of  Uie  people  for 
such  a  frank  and  open  avowal  of  his  views. 
Timidity  and  reserve  presuppose  a  state  of  things 
which  m«ist  create  distrust.  No  honest  politician 
dreads  the  disclosure  of  the  fixed  convictions  of 
his  mind.  There  is  a  captivating  beauty  about 
the  boldness  of  integrity.  You  see  it  in  tne  fear- 
lessness, in  the  demeanor  even  of  a  child  who  has 
never  been  depraved  by  deception.  Conscious 
purity  of  purpose  desires  no  concealment.  A 
triumph  of  principle  binds  honest  men  together; 
but  woe  to  that  party  who  are  united  only  by  the 
system  which  derives  its  strength  from  the  aesire 
of  plunder.  Should  that  Convention  give  us  the 
man  who  does  not  require  and  would  scorn  to  have 
a  new  version  put  on  his  declarations— one  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  he  holds  the  re- 
publican doctrines  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  ouracknowl- 
edj^  leader, — I  say  Mr.  Jefferson,  because  I 
think  it  unwise  to  refresh  ourselves  at  the  branch 
when  we  can  come  at  the  spring.  Besides,  sir, 
we  have  had  many  mutations  and  interpolations 
in  the  creed  since  his  day.  Although  having 
the  highest  confidence  in  the  purity  as  well  as 
the  great  ability  of  General  Jackson,  I  never 
adopted  or  approved  of  many  of  the  doctrines  of 
Uie  proclamation.  I  adhered  to  him,  however, 
and  none  feel  a  more  profound  reverence  for  his 
services  and  his  memory  than  myself.  I  would 
not  abandon  him,  as  some  did  with  whom  I  agreed 
about  everything  but  some  doctrines  of  the  procla- 
mation, and  go  over  to  a  party  with  whom  I  dis- 
aiH'eed  about  everything,  and  the  proclamation  too. 
Those  who  did  so,  were  placed  in  a  false  position. 


The  explanations  of  the  GUbe  of  that  day  and  the 
conversations  with  Mr.  Ritchie  in  some  measure 
softened  the  sternness  of  the  text,  but  it  left  a  hazy 
fog  in  the  atmosphere  which  caused  small  objects  to 
loom  in  the  distance.  You  have  experienced  this, 
sir,  doubtless,  when  in  a  morning  mist  a  cow  would 
seem  to  be  as  large  as  an  elephant.  I  prefer  a  re- 
turn to  the  clear  bright  republican  days  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, for  whom  QenenU  Jackson  cherished  the 
inost  profound  regard.  We  must  return  to  that 
simple  unsophisticated  repobli<^ism  of  the  pure 
and  |ialmy  days  of  our  country,  before  the  dis- 
tribution of  fifty  millions  of  money,  and  whole 
empires  of  hind  gave  the  means  of  temptation 
ana  corruption,  and  pkiced  in  the  hands  of  Con» 
gress  the  control  of  jobs  by  which  opulence  may 
be  attained  in  a  few  months  or  a  year.  To  sucn 
a  candidate  who  believes  in  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  I  care  not  whether  he  approvcsd  or  diaap- 
proved  of  the  series  of  measures  called  the  com- 
promise, but  who  is  determined  to  execute  the  laws 
and  preserve  the  repose  of  the  country,  there  will 
be  such  a  gathering  as  we  have  not  seen  for  many 
years. 

To  endeavor  now  to  agitate  the  public  mind  on  the 
measures  of  the  last  session  would  be  die  extreme 
of  folly.  The  most  of  them  are  res  perficta.  Cal- 
ifornia is  a  State.  Texas  has  accepted  the  ten 
millions.  Utah  and  New  Mexico  are  complete  in 
their  organization  as  Territories,  and  the  other 
laws  stand  on  the  statute-book.  Who  would  en- 
gage in  the  peurile,  as  well  as  wicked  purpose  of 
again  agitatioe  the  public  mind,  without  any  pros- 
pect of  a  good  result?  And  whilst  I  do  not  ap- 
prove of  a  policy  which  woukl  assume  the  neces- 
sity of  sustaining  those  laws  of  last  session  by  a 
buttress  of  resolutions  this  session,  and  whilst  1  do 
not  perceive  the  wisdom  of  making  the  move,  and 
amend  the  Constitution  which  recognizes  its  imper- 
fections and  provides  the  mode  of  amendment,  I 
am  uUeHy  averse  to  any  course  which  would  re- 
vive agitation  or  revive  discontent. 

Mr.  POLK,  (intermpting.)  I  eaU  the  gentle- 
man to  order.  

Mr.  VENABLE.  W1U  the  gentleman  sutehis 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  POLK.  My  point  of  order  is  this:  That 
I  cannot  see  what  connection  the  coalition  in  Mas- 
sachusetu,  and  the  State-rights  doctrines  have  to 
do  with  passing  a  resolution  about  public  printing, 
and  as  a  general  charge  that  he  is  laying  about  so 
loose  that  I  cannot  see  what  he  is  at  myself. 
[LanghterJ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  in  obedience  to 
what  seemed  to  be  the  desire  of  the  House,  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  arrest  the  course  of  remark 
made  by  thegenueman  from  North  Carolina.  The 
Chair,  however,  the  point  being  raised,  feels  called 
upon  to  say,  that,  in  his  opinion,  theeentleman  is 
wandering  from  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the 
Speaker  that  I  am  not  wandering  from  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  €^EAKER.  The  Chair  is  very  well  sat- 
isfied that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  have  been 
irrelevant. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  Will  the  ^enUeman 
from  North  Carolina  aUow  me  to  ask  him  a  que»- 
tion? 

Mr.  TENABLE.  I  want  first  to  put  myself 
right  with  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  HOWE.'  I  merely  want  to  ask  whether 
we  are  to  understand  that  you  will  not  vote  for 
Cass  or  Douglas?    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  an 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  And  I  propose  to  show  that 
the  course  of  remark  which  I  was  pursuing-*— 

Mr.  SWEETSER,  (interrupting.)  I  ask  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  rule.  Tne  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  betne  called  to  order,  and  the 
Chair  havinj^  decided  that  he  is  out  of  order,  he 
must  take  his  seat,  under  the  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  not  at  liberty, 
under  the  rules,  to  discuss  the  presidential  ques- 
tion upon  the  proposition  now  before  the  House, 
and  that  his  remarks  were  consequently  irrel- 
evant. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to 
proceed  in  order.  • 

Mr.  WILCOX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  his  remarks,  and  that 
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the  same  latitude  of  debate  will  be  extended  to 
others. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  that  my  colleague 
have  leave  to  proceed  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the  pro- 
position } 

Mr.  SWEETSER  objected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clino- 
man's  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  r 

Mr.  VENABLE,  (resuming.)  I  profoundly 
regret  thi^  1  should  have  been  so  unfortunate  in 
presenting  my  views,  as  that  any  gentleman,  or 
the  Chair,  should  have  supposed  that  I  was  out  of 
order.  I  «as  aigutng  to  show,  that  my  objection 
to  tlie  proposition  to  give  this  printing  to  tne  par- 
ticular inoividuals  named  in  the  resolution,  might 
give  color  to  the  charge  that  this  House  were  sus- 
taining a  press  wiili  the  view  of  giving  it  weight 
in  the  coming  presidential  election;  that  this  Con- 
gress was  making  themselves  a  party  to  such 
an  arrangement,  and  identifying  themselves  with 
a  party  struggle  by  pensioning  a  press,  which 
would  be  active  in  the  formation  of  public  opin- 
ion. It  seems  to  me  that  this  was  relevant,  as  an 
argument  why  the  printing  should  not  be  given  to 
Donrlson  &.  Armstrong.  I  assure  the  House, 
however,  that  I  had  no  purpose  to  say  anything 
that  was  not  directiv  relevant  to  the  subject  oefore 
us.  But  suppose  that  this  proposition — as  is  not 
the  case — limited  the  committee  to  bargain  with  a 
notoriously  corrupt  man — and  I  am  only  putting 
an  extreme  case — it  would  then  be  certainly  in 
order  to  say  that  the  resolution  was  wrong,  be- 
cause it  limited  the  committee  to  bargain  with  a 
very  unsuitable  person.  And  that  was  the  whole 
drift  of  my  remarks.  Such  a  press,  fed  by  the 
Gk>vemment  out  of  the  pubUc  Treasury,  might 
succeed  in  forcing  upon  the  country  one  who  was 
not  suitable  for  the  object  in  view.  The  commit- 
tee, in  no  event,  should  be  limited  by  a  vote  of  this 
House  to  any  particular  individual,  inasmuch  as 
it  narrowed  down  the  field  of  selection,  and  must 
result,  in  the  progress  of  events,  in  a  system  of 
favoritism,  which  neither  the  principles  of  justice 
nor  the  good  sense  o(  the  people  would  tolerate. 

When  called  to  order  oy  the  eentleman  fVom 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,]  I  had  yielded  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Howe,] 
who  asked  me  whether  1  would  vote  for  G^eoerai 
Cass  or  Mr.  Douglas?  I  hope  it  is  not  out  of 
order  to  be  respectful  to  the  gentleman,  and  I  re- 
ply— that  I  drew  a  character  for  whom  I  would 
not  vote;  if  it  fits  no  person,  it  damages  no  one; 
if  it  does,  it  is  his  fault,  not  mine;  but  1  decline  to 
make  a  personal  application  of  my  remarks  upon 
the  call  ne  has  made.  I  have  now  said  what  I 
intended  to  say  relative  to  the  Presidency,  and 
what  1  have  said  was  legitimately  connected  with 
the  subject-matter  before  the  House.  1  havenaid 
it  because  I  think  it  due  to  the  country,  that  its 
representktives  should  not  adopt  an  indirect  sys- 
tem of  pensioning  the  press.  No  editors  of  the 
journals  of  the  country  should  be  enabled  by  Jobs 
thrown  in  their  way  to  make  a  fortune  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  mere  party  purposes.  I  appeal  to 
this  House  to  say  whether  it  is  proper  that  this 
job  should  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  which 
this  resolution  proposes,  merely  because  a  major- 
ity of  this  House  have  the  power  to  do  it.  If  the 
House  desires  to  elect  a  public  printer,  let  it  be 
done,  and  the  rates  and  compensation  fixed.  But 
it  is  certainly  wrong  to  do  so  by  indirection. 
Every  man  should  have  his  just  dues.  But  if  it 
is  a  bad  plan  to  let  out  the  public  printing  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  do  not  adopt  the  other  extreme  of 
letting  it  out  to  the  highest  bidder !  If  we  pass 
this  resolution,  and  give  the  contract  to  Donelson 
db  Armstrong,  we  exclude  competition; and  if  they 
will  not  do  it  at  what  the  committee  consider  a 
reasonable  price,  you  will  have  no  printing  done, 
or  you  will  have  this  subject  back  again  in  this 
House  for  discussion.  The  whole  matter  will  have 
another  hearing  and  another  decision.  I  trust  the 
time  is  near  for  us  to  have  a  printing  bureau,  as  a 
part  qf  our  organization,  and  the  printing  executed 
Dv  our  own  employees — when  the  whole  work 
snail  be  done  by  us,  and  the  entire  matter  be  un- 
der our  own  control — that  tlie  time  is  near  when 
we  shall  get  rid  of  this  job  work — this  bleeding  the 
Treasury  in*  order  to  obtain  the  means  of  propa- 
gating particular  political  doctrines,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  public  sentiment.  We 
nave  already  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  this 
matter.    I  lutre  lately  seen  at  least  ooearttcle  pub« 


lished  in  an  organ,  and  editorially  introduced,  aa  \ 
possessing  the  entire  proportions  of  the  original 
publication,  when,  in  fact,  one  half  of  the  original 
article  which  it  professed  to  quote,  was  excluded, 
and  the  portion  republished  was  turned  to  au  en- 
tirely din erent  purpose  from  that  designed  by  its 
author.  The  first  part  published  apparently  as  a 
whole  was  quite  unexceptionable,  and  this  latter 
portion  which  did  not  appear  giving  an  offensive 
character  to  it  all.  It  reminded  me  of  Milton's 
archangel,  ruined,  still  beautifi^  and  imposing  in 
the  upper  portion  of  his  person,  but  very  much 
deformed  about  the  lower  extremities,  [laughter.] 
For  myself  1  decline  to  give  such  papers  the  pub- 
lic patronage.  While  I  am  for  paying  to  the  last 
cent  every  man  in  our  employ,  and  while  I  am 
for  making  a  liberal  allowance  for  that  time— 
while  I  am  unwilling  that  any  man  should 
work  for  me,  or  the  people  I  represent,  or  the 
government  to  which  I  belong,  without  a  full, 
fair,  hberal,  and  generous  compensation,  yet  I  de- 
mand that  our  accounts  shall  be  settled  in  a  busi- 
ness-like manner,  i  wish  to  know  for  what  we 
are  contracting.  When  the  bargain  is  to  be  made» 
all  the  printers  in  the  country,  all  the  press  of  the 
country,  should  be  invited  to  come  into  fair  and 
honorable  competition.  Let  the  committee  receive 
propositions  from  any  who  may  propose  to  do  the 
work,  and  ihen  let  them  decide  as  they  may  think 
proper,  according  to  the  merits  of  the  several  com- 
petitors. I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  my 
friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evahs,]  that  the  pa- 
per shall  be  furnished  by  the  Government,  and 
the  names  of  tlie  individuals  in  the  resolution  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  allow  me  for  a  moment?  That 
gentleman  ia  aware  that  Blair  &  Rives  did  the 
printing  for  the  last  census.  Now,  the  price  paid 
in  that  case  may  he  a  guide  for  the  price  in  this. 
Now,  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
if  he  supposes  any  committee  composed  of  honor- 
able men,  and  honest  men,  who  have  the  letting 
of  that  contract,  will,  for  the  purpose  ^of  allow- 
ing any  party  to  make  money  for  any  political 
purpose  or  any  other  purpose,  make  an  arrange- 
ment for  this  census  printing  at  rates  above  those 
generally  paid  for^the  same  kind  of  work  ? 

Mr.  WKNABLE.  The  gentleman  knows  that 
I  do  not  doubt  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  any 
member  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Then  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  continue  to  insist  that  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding proposed  in  this  resolution  will  result  in 
corruption.  If  1  supposed  myself  capable  of  an 
acaon  of  this  kind,  1  should  consider  myself  un- 
worthy of  a  seat  in  this  body. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  It  was  no  part  of  my  pur- 
pose in  making  these  remarks,  to  implicate  my 
honorable,  gallant  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  I  know  that  he  would  recoil 
from  contamination  or  the  suspicion  of  corruption 
with  the  sensibiUiy  of  a  wound — his  nature  is  too 
elevated ,  and  his  heart  too  pure.  This  is  also  true 
of  honorable  gentlemen  connected  with  him  upon 
that  committee.  I  have  the  highest  confidence  in 
them.  But  they  are  not  practical  printers.  They 
do  not  understand  the  art  and  mystery  of  printing, 
and  therefore  I  say  that  the  contract  should  not  be 
given  unconditionally  to  Donelson  dc  Armstrong, 
and  leave  them  to  set  their  own  prices.  Besides, 
I  will  show  that  the  census  printing  under  Blair  & 
Rives  was  very  dififerent  from  the  census  printing 
how,  and  that  the  prices  of  printing  and  paper  are 
now  greatly  below  the  rates  at  the  date  of  their 
contract. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  If  the  gentleman  wiU  allow 
me  I  will  tell  him  that  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
[Mr.  Hamlin,]  is  a  practical  printer. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  That  makes  the  chance  a 
great  deal  better.  But,  as  I  was  proceeding  to  say, 
I  will  show  that  the  census  printing  under  Blair 
&,  Rives  was  a  very  different  matter  from  what 
the  census  printing  is  now.  We  have  been  shown 
that  it  will  take  volumes  upon  volumes  to  com- 

Slete  it.  The  ofilce  of  Supermtendent  promises  to 
II  the  coming  decade.  1  have  not  stated,  nor  do 
I  intend  to  state,  what  Blair  &  Rives  made  by 
that  contract.  They  confess  to  a  large  amount 
made  by  contract,  and  it  is  theirs.  But  if  I  have 
made  an  improvident  bargain  once,  and  did  not 
avoid  the  mistake  the  next  time,  then  experience 
would  be  worthless.  We  learn  nothing  if  not  made 


more  cautious,  and  we  repeat  the  same  blander. 
It  is  best  that  you  should  strike  out  the  names  of 
the  individuals  designated  from  the  resolution. 
They  may  obtain  the  contract  if  they  will  perfona 
it  cheaper  and  better  than  anybody  else.  But 
prudence  demands  that  whenever  this  bareain  is 
made,  that  propositions  should  be  receiTed  from 
any  and  all  practical  printers  to  do  the  mechanical 
work,  and  tne  Government  furnish  the  paper.  I 
ask,  and  I  hope  some  gentleman  will  tell  roe,  why 
Donelson  <&  Armstrong  are  to  have  this  printing? 
I  ask  again,  and  I  receive  no  answer,  why  are 
they  selected  from  all  others,  to  do  this  work} 
What  ^leculiar  claim  have  they  ? 

A  Voice.    Why  should  they  not  have  h? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Why  should  they  have  it? 
They  have  no  claims  upon  me  that  I  know  of. 
They  have  held  me  up  in  common  with  those  with 
whom  I  have  acted  as  Southern  fanatics  cooper- 
ating with  Northern  Abolitionisu!  They  have  de- 
nounced us  in  the  strongest  terms  which  they  wcrt 
capable  of  using.  They  have  no  claims  upon  me, 
and  I  wish  to  let  them  know  it.  A  course  sach 
as  this  journal  has  pursued  can  never  create  a 
claim  upon  the  confidence  of  those  who  received 
their  denunciations.  What  claims  have  they  upon 
tlie  Government?  What  claims  have  they  more 
than  any  other  printers?  What  more  than  Blair 
&,  Rives — more  than  Boyd  Hamilton,  alreadv  ex- 
ecuting a  ruinous  contract,  struggling  with  t^e 
embarrassments  arising  out  of  that  <;ontract,  and 
claiming  this  printing  at  our  hands  ?  It  is  a  job 
of  practical  pnntiog,  and  practical  prioting  alone; 
but  Boyd  Hamilton  is  no  editor,  merely  an  bum- 
ble laborer  at  the  press.  Then  I  should  like  to 
know — and  the  ouestion  haa  not  been  answered— 
from  whence  ana  how  did  this  claim  of  Doneiaoa 
db  Armstrong  originate? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  spoken  plainly,  because  I 
think  plainness  and  candor  becoming  and  proper. 
I  have,  without  resentment,  given  exprestton  lo 
the  convictions  of  my  understanding,  and  (he  feel- 
ings of  my  heart.  1  mean  to  act  independently 
and  without  any  concealment  of  my  views.  The 
time  when  I  had  feelings  (»f  resentment  has  paased 
away.  The  assault  upon  the  old  line  Republican 
State-Rights  Democracy  "was,  so  far  as  I  wis  con- 
cerned, fierce,  but  impotent.  But  the  meinory 
of  events  is  not  so  easily  obhterated.  I  believe 
that  we  are  deeply  responsible  for  the  dissemifia- 
tion  of  unsouna  opinions — more  so,  indeed,  thaa 
for  criminal  acts.  The  one  is  a  general  and  ex- 
tensive evil;  the  other  limited  it  its  effect,  and  dia- 
armed  by  the  deformity  of  the  vice.  I  eoofai 
that  my  spirit  chafed  when  I  saw  in  a  paper  pvr- 
porting  to  be  the  organ  of  the  peurty  to  which,  nom 
my  youth  ap»  I  h£d  belongea,  denunciaitofis  oa 
those,  the  grawmun  of  whose  offence  was,  that 
they  concurred  with  Jefferaon  and  the  Republieaii 
fathers— that  they  adhered  to  the  ancteoi  R«|Hih' 
lican  landmarks,  and  venerated  almost  to  idotatrr 
the  Constitution.  The  selection  of  the  editors  ot 
that  organ  as  the  peculiar  favorites  of  this  body  ii 
the  exdusion  of  all  other»— the  extinction  of  any, 
chance  of  competition;  a  selection  which,  to  be 
just,  must  be  founded  upon  acknowledged  public 
service  and  extraordinary  individual  capabilitiee. 
No  evidence  of  either  has  been  furnished,  sod  I 
insist  that  so  extensive  and  eostly  an  operation  be 
submitted  to  the  ordinary  competition  which  tha 
custom  of  the  cotmtry  has  made  law;  that  the  law 
requiring  the  printing  to  be  let  by  contract  to  bid- 
ders be  complied  with,  for  it  is  unrepealed,  and 
that  our  present  printer  at  least  have  a  chance  to 
recuperate  from  the  effects  of  a  b  d  contract,  by  a 
chance  for  a  better  one. 

Mr.NABERS.  I  shaU  take  particular  plesaurt 
in  paying  a  little  attention  to  a  few  of  the  obm- 
vations  which  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the ^ 
tinguiahed  gentleman  from  North  Carohna,  [Mr. 
VawABLE.]  I  am  prepared ,  to  some  extent,  to  ap- 
preciate his  allusion  to  the  PTsiikiiigto*  Umt»' 
And  I  am  prepared,  to  a  limited  extent,  to  sppre- 
ciate  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman ,  for  he  n**»  "J 
doubt,  felt  the  weight  of  that  paper  during  the  Ian 
summer  and  the  li»t  fall.  ...   ,,  ^ 

Mr.  VENABLE.  If  thegtntleroan  wiH  allow 
me,  I  will  merely  say,  that  I  was  elected  by  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  majonty  oi  u» 
voters  in  my  district. 


Mr.  NABERS.    I  will  say  to  the  ^^^^ 

„  that  will  give  currency  to  a  speech,  I  "^V^ 

by  three  thousand  majority  of  the  "i^^J^ 
ditrict.    Butlamgoingtosp#i*ofthedocini»« 
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prdmnlgated  in  the  Waahington  Union,  and  before 
the  people  too.  And  by  the  by,  without  mean- 
ing the  ali^htest  diaparagement  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  or  his  conBtituenta,  I  will 
•ay.  that  I  was  elected  by  a  constituency  equal  in 
ioieiligence  with  those  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
1  propose,  briefly,  to  reply.  Now,  I  ask,  what 
terrible  thin?  has  Donel8on&  Armstrong  done? 
What  breach  of  the  law  have  they  been  guilty  of, 
that  they  are  to  be  condemned  here,  in  connection 
with  the  resolution  now  under  consideration  ? 
Why,  they  have  been  teaching  consolidation! 
They  lucre  been  teaching  Federalism !  Now,  1 
put  it  to  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  Have  the 
editors  of  that  paper  been  engaged  in  teaching 
federalism,  or  consolidation?  or  have  they  only 
departed  from  the  gentleman's  particular  Tiews 
of  these  things?  To  be  more  explicit,  hare  they 
d^Muied  from  the  text,  or  from  the  gentleman  ^s 
commentary  upon  the  text?  I  wish  to  know  that. 
While  the  gentleman  charges  upon  that  paper  the 
incuiofttion  of  such  sentiments  as  hare  fallen  fVom 
his  lipM  to-day,  I  desire  to  know  if  it  may  not  be 
poeaiDle  that  he,  too,  might  possibly  be  mistaken 
with  regard  to  the  true  and  orthodox  doctrines  of 
the  Democratic  party  ?  Who  are  Donelson  db 
Armstrong?  I  never  heard  them  chaiged  as  Con- 
solidattonists  and  Federalists  until  1851.    Never  ! 

Mr.  ORR.    I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

rCriea  of  "  Go  on  V*  «•  Go  on  I'M 

Mr.  ORR  continued.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
win  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  discussing  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  House;  but  it  seems  to  roe  this  de- 
bate wotild  be  much  more  appropriate  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  Member.  Then  let  us  go  into  Committee  of 
tiie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  was  not  disposed 
to  arrest  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Nabbrs]  in  tlie  course  of  his  remarks;  but  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  subject  pro- 
posed «o  be  discussed  by  that  geotlemem.  His 
remarks,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  are  irrele- 
vant to  the  subject. 

Mr.  FREEMAN.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
have  liberty  proceed. 

Mr.  McMuLLIN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mianssippi  to  give  way  in  order  for  me  to  move 
an  sdjeumment. 

SJries  of « Oh  no!"  "Oh  nol*"] 
r.  McMULLIN.    I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  rf  this  matter  will  not  come  up  to-morrow 
again? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  MeMULLlN.  Then  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  House  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  WASHBURN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  for  shortening  the  transit  of  the 
Mdls  between  New  York  and  London.*' 

PBTITIONS,  kc. 

The  MlowiBf  petitions,  memorials,  kc,  were  preMnted 

Mdcr  the  rule,  aiid  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  J(»HN  W.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  E.  F.  Cnrtis, 

of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Con|{refM  to  pass  a  law  making 

laxid  warrants  nnaer  the  act  ot  1850  assignable. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  sundry  citizens  of  Butler  and 

Beaver  counties,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  estab- 

JMi  a  poet  route  from  Butler  county  to  New  Brighton,  in 

leaver  county,  via  PetenviUc,  Evansburg,  Zelienople, 

and  William  Bun's  Store. 

By  Mr.  PORTER  :  Five  petitions,  signed  by  over  three 
koodrcd  citizens  of  Marion.  Shelby,  and  Macon  counties, 
Mi«woa/i.  asking  the  establishment  of  a  post  road  fVom 
HanailKal  to  Bloomingtoo,  via  Warren,  Oak -Dale,  Shelby- 
ville,  fcr. 

By  Mr.  GOODRICH :  The  petition  of  E.  P.  Day  and 
Qlbors,  for  aa  appropriatioa  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred 
by  coMtribotor*  of  artieles  from  the  United  States  to  the  la- 
doetrial  Exhibition  in  London. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON :  7*he  proceedings  of  a  public  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  l^awrenceburg,  Indiana,  prayini^  a  divis- 
ioQ  of  Indian  Territory  southwest  of  Missouri  nver,  and 
Ibr  defining  the  limits  of  Nebraska,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Aso,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hamilton,  John  C.  King, 
STid  others,  of  Decatur  county,  Indiana,  praying  ibr  the 
Cj^tabiiMiment  of  international  arbitration,  kc. 

By  Mrl  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :  A  preamble  and  res> 
olutMms  bearing  the  following tiUe,  vix :  ^*  Land  Reform." 
Remtations  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
«DU  of  the  county  of  Dearborn,  State  of  Indiana,  convened 
iolhp  town  of  Aurora,  in  the  nid  county,  on  the  16th  day 
•f  Janaary,  1850,  recommending  a  reform  in  the  land  laws 
ef  the  United  8tiaes,and  that  the  public  lands  begranted  in 
ioiall  ^parcels  to  actual  settteis  fbr  cultivation,  ^e  of  ez- 
■efloa  liy  the  Government. 


By  Mr.  HORSFORD:  The  petition  of  stuidry  citizens 
of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  praying  for  an  appropriation 
to  reimburse  to  individual  contributors  to  the  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition at  London,  the  expenses  which  they  have  been 
obliged  to  pay. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  of  Walter  R.  Jones  and 
others,  asking  Congress  for  the  immediate  establishment  ot' 
a  Mint  of  tlie  United  State<<  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  to 
gcthcr  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  bullion 
received  at  the  port  of  New  York  from  California  during 
the  year  1851. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON:  The  petition  of  Nathan  Averill 
for  a  grant  of  land. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Henry  county,  Ohio,  (br 
a  mail  route  from  Kalida^  Ohio,  to  Adrian,  Michigan. 

Also,  the  pfttition  of  citizens  of  Williams  county,  Otiio, 
(hr  a  mail  route  from  Bryan,  via  Nimrod,  West  Bullalo,  and 
Lakes  Corners,  to  Nettle  Lake. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Amiable  Brileau  for  remuneration 
for  lowes  in  tlie  Revolution,  as  a  reAigee  from  Canada,  and 
for  a  grant  of  land. 

By  Mr.  GAYLORD :  The  petition  of  E.  G.  Coulson,and 
MO  citizens  of  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  asking  for  the  uncon- 
ditional repeal  of  the  fugitive  law. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN  :  A  petition  fhim  citizens  of 
Union  and  Perry  counties,  Pennsylvania,  desiring  the  cstab- 
lishmont  of  a  post  route  from  Millestown,  Perry  county,  to 
Mtfllinsburg,  Union  county. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER:  The  petition  of  C.  P.  Stickney  and 
016  others,  legal  voters  of  Fall  River  and  Taunton,  in  Bris- 
tol county,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  the  passage  of  tariff 
laws  for  the  benefit  of  American  citizens. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine  r  The  petition  of  Eben- 
ezer  Evans,  far  increase  of  pension ;  and 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  children  of  Joseph  Dale,  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  The  petition  of  Thomas  F.  Ganse,  pray- 
ing for  ailditional  compensation,  as  depu^  marshal,  to 
tsae  the  Census. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  27,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Moroah. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Umpore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion oi  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  **  from  Colonel  Benjamin  Huger  to  General 
George  Xalcott,  bearing  date  at  Fort  Monroe  Ar- 
senal, November  5,  1850;"  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Cotnmittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
peu*tment,  containing  a  statement  of  the  itfarine 
Ho«pital  fund  for  tne  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1851;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob- 
ert Bums,  assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of 
Davidson,  North  Carolina;  the  memorial  of  K.  B. 
Morisey,  assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of—. 
North  Carolina;  the  memorial  of  Thomas  F. 
Qause,  assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of  New 
Hanover,  North  Carolina;  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Fauntle,  assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of 
Chatham,  North  Carolina;  the  memorial  of  R. 
Barnes,  assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of  Jones, 
North  Carolina;  the  memorial  of  H.  Currie,  as- 
sistant marshal  of  the  county  of  Robeson,  North 
Carolina;  the  memorial  ofEdward  Vail,  assistant 
marshal  of  the  county  of  Sampson,  North  Caro- 
lina; the  memorial  or  Charles  W.  Lee,  assistant 
marshal  of  the  county  of  Johnston,  North  Caro- 
lina; the  memorial  of  John  P.  Hawkins,  jun., 
assistant  marshal  of  the  county  of  Frankhn,  North 
Carolina;  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Pitt,  assistant 
marshal  of  the  county  of  Edgecomb,  North  Caro- 
lina; and  the  memorial  of  P.  A.  Jones,  assistant 
marshal  of  the  county  of  Granville,  North  Caro- 
lina; praying  additional  compensation  for  taking 
the  Seventh  Census;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  memorial  of  Charles  Bingham,  United 
States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Alabama, 
and  his  assistants  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census, 
praying  additional  compensation;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  petition  of  the  Bar 
of  Georgia,  pmyinff  that  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  that  State  may  be 
increased;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Griswold  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Mint  m 
that  city;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  proposing  to  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail  between  New  York  and  San 
Francisco  twice  a  month  by  the  Nicaragua  route; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MALLORY  submitted  documents  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  W.  F.  Russell  Ui  indemnity 
for  property  destroyed  by  the  United  States  troops 
in  Florida;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  pnetition  of  the 
heirs  of  Elisha  Merriman,  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Smith,  sen.,  praying 
compensation  for  services  rendered  and  supplies 
furnished  the  United  States  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Also,  the  peution  of  Orris  Crosby,  praying  an 
increase  of  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  the  petition  of  the  Ger- 
man Society  of  New  Orleans,  praying  that  the 
transportation  of  passengers  on  steamboats  on  the 
western  waters  may  be  regulated  by  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 
Ordered y  That  the  petition  of  Caroline  L.  Eoatis,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Comoaittee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Silas  L.  Loomis,  oa  tbe 
flies  of  tbe  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Hans  Nelson,  on  tbe  flies 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 

OUrs. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
the  Oneida  Indians,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pablic  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflfUrs  be  dis- 
charged fhim  tbe  Ainher  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
John  M.  Mcintosh*  and  that  it  be  refernMl  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant 
John  H.Patterson,  reported  "That  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jos^  Baya,  reported, 
**  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 
granted." 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Phcebe  Glover, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Claims^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  HilU 
submitted  an  adverse  r^K>rt;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  M.Simpnton,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  his  reliefr 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  FISHt  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Devlin,  administrator  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  late  Quarter- 
master of  Marines,  deceased. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  flie  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  "Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nancy 
Wright,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  her  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 

f»etition  of  Robert  Jamleson  and  Benjamin  Wil-^ 
iamson,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief. 
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The  bill  w&a  read  and  passed  to  the  second  rid- 
ing. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  N.  Kuvkendall,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Tht  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordtredf  TJimt  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
D.  D.  Mitchell,  submitted  a  report,  accompaiiied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitch- 
en,  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Orderti,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Wm.  A.  Christian,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Oriertdy  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
G.  Thomas  Howard,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  F{SH  gare  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Bedient,  late  a  sergeant  in  the  4th  regiment  of 
artillery. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CLEMENS^  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
extend  the  benefit  of  the  act  to  regulate  intercourse 
wtihe  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  approred  the  SOth-of  June,  1834,  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  others;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WHITCOMB,  the  bill 
introduced  by  him  yesterday,  entitled  <*A  bill 
granting  the  right  of  way  and  inaking  a  grant  land 
to  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Wabash  to 
the  Missouri  river,"  was  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

GOVERNMENT  WAREHOUSES. 

Mr.  HUNTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration;  which  was  consiaered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

RtMolved,  Tliiit  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tresnury  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Seomte  the  number  of  public  warehotuefl 
now  leased  by  the  Onvemmeat,  the  placet  where  leased, 
the  periods  for  whieh  they  are  leased,  the  terms  upon  which 
they  are  Irased,  and  the  amount  expended  upon  them  fbr 
labttr  and  ochw  purposes. 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Aesolrsd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildlnffs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging,  re- 
pairing, and  refitting  die  principal  apartment  heretofore 
occupied  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  so  that  it  may  be  en- 
tirely flre-pi%of  and  capable  or  Airtber  extenxion  in  har- 
mony with  the  general  plan  of  the  Capitol,  upon  the  removal 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatfves  and  their  of- 
fices 10  the  wings  of  the  Capitol. 

NAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration: 

RMdlvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  AflUrs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  Uiat  appointments  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  hereafter  be  for  a  limited  time,  which  shall  be 
expresMd  in  Uie  commissions. 

CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  K.  LATIMER. 

The  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HALE, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resolution,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

*<  Assoirsd,  That  two  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
chanres  and  M>eci  Acations,  before  the  court  ofinquiry  against 
William  K.  Latimer,  a  captain  in  the  Navv  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  which  were  ordered 
10  be  pointed,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  simply  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  character  of  that 
resolution.  The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  in- 
ouiry ,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Latimer,  were  called 
for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  when  they 
were  rsceiyed  thty  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 


tee on  Naval  Affairs.    The  usual  number  of  copies 
of  those  papers  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.    This  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  print  two  thousand  additional  copies.    The 
Committee  on  Printing  directed  me  to  report  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  1  have  done  so.    My 
opinion,  however,  as  an  individual  Senator  is, 
that  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be  adopted.    1 
say  this  without  reference  to  the  merits  of  the 
question  involved  in  the  papers,  but  simply  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  rule  usually  acted 
on,  tiiat  is,  to  refuse  to  print  additional  numbers  of 
copies  of  palmers  of  this  sort.    They  relate,  as  1 
understand  it,  simply  to  a  personal  quarrel  be- 
tween individuals,  and  the  pnnting  of  the  papers 
will  be,  to  that  extent,  taking  a  part  by  the  Senate 
in  the  quarrel.    No  public  interest,  that  I  can  see, 
is  to  be  advanced  by  the  publication.     If  the  par-  i 
ties  desire  that  the  public  should  be  moregeneiully  j 
informed  on  the  subject,  let  them  print  these  copies  i 
at  their  own  expense,  and  seno  them  out  to  the  I 
country.  i 

Mr.  'HALE.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  I 
and  I  will  not  occupy  its  time  for  five  minutes.  I 
have  read  these  papers.  They  relate  to  two  of 
the  most  important  questions  that  can  come  before 
the  Senate.  They  relate  to  the  government  of  the 
Navy.  They  relate  to  the  rights  of  junior  officers, 
under  alleged  oppression  by  their  superiors.  It 
must  be  manifest  to  everybody  that  they  are  ques- 
tions of  high  interest.  I  do  not  pretend  to  pass  an 
opinion  upon  the  merits  involvea  in  the  case;  but 
I  tell  the  Senate,  that  these  papers  relate  vitally, 
to  the  rights  of  every  junior  officer  under  a  supe- 
rior. And  what  strikes  my  mind  with  more  force 
is,  they  relate  to  the  rights  of  every  private  sea- 
man in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Naval  Committee,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  usual  number  has  been 
ordered  to  be  printed;  and  it  seems  to  me,  on  ques- 
tions of  this  magnitude,  if  we  have  a  reporf  of  the 
Committee  on  nrinting,  it  is  but  a  smaO  matter  lo 
print  two  thousand  copies  of  an  official  document, 
relating  to  the  most  vital  questions  that  aflTect  the 
American  Navy,  and  not,  as  I  imderstand,  to  a 
mere  private  and  personal  quarrel. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  have  but  one  word  to  say 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  suppose  this  document 
was  communicated,  in  the  first  place,  for  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.  In  addition  to  that,  it  is 
now  proposed  to  print  two  thousand  extra  copies 
for  distribution.  Tor  whose  information  are  these 
two  thousand  copies  to  be  printed  ?  Is  it  for  the 
information. of  the  Americtm  people  at  Urge?  Or 
is  it  for  the  information  of  a  few  select  individuals, 
outside  of  the  Senate  Chamber*  outside  of  the  walls 
of  Congress  ?  I  would  like  these  questions  to  be 
answered. 

If  this  is  a  question  for  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate, it  is  proper  and  right  that  the  document  should 
be  printed,  in  order  that  each  Senator  may  exam- 
ine it  for  himself.  But  I  can  see  no  earthly  good 
to  be  effected  by  printing  these  additional  num- 
bers. I  do  not  know  what  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity is  to  be  enlightened  by  the  printing  of  two 
thousand  additional  copies  of  this  document.  If 
it  is  a  document  of  high  importance;  if  it  is  one 
in  which  the  American  people  feel  a  deep  interest, 
ten  thousand  or  twenty  thousand  copies  should  be 
printed.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  motion  does  not 
go  far  enough,  on  this  account.  The  fact  tiiat  the 
resolution  only  proposes  to  print  two  thousand 
copies  satisfies  my  mind  that  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  distributing  this  document  among  a  very  few. 
I  have  not  read  the  document,  and  froin  what  has 
been  sDid  of  it,  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  would  be 
of  the  least  interest  to  any  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  for  aught  I  know.  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  persons  connected  with  the  Navy. 
If  so,  ascertain  the  number  actually  necessary,  and 

Slace  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
favy,  for  distribution.  For  my  own  part,  i  do  not 
desire  to  be  troubled  with  documents  of  this  char- 
acter. If  this  resolution  should  be  adopted,  I  sup- 
pose my  distributive  share  would  be  one  sixtieth 
part  of  two  thousand.  What  disposition  to  make 
of  such  a  number  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  meet 
this  opposition.  I  believe  that  yesterday  we  or- 
dered five  thousand  extra  copies  to  be  printed  of 
the  geological  surrey  of  the  State  of  Iowa.    That 


is  a  matter  certainly  more  local  than  thii.  We 
have  printed  extra  copies  of  documents  about 
everything  under  heaven;  and,  not  satisfied  with 
printing  documents  abouteverythingunder heaven, 
we  have  gone  into  the  clouds,  and  printed  extra 
numbers  of  documents  containing  speculatiooi 
upon  storms,  for  whose  information  I  know  not; 
for  the  action  of  what  body  I  know  not. 

If  the  Senate  will  look  into  this  document,  they 
will  find  it  as  I  stated  >  it  relates  to  vital  and  im- 
portant questions  pending  before  the  country:  the 
rights  of  junior  omcera  under  superiora,  and  the 
rights  of  sailora.  I  carefully  avoided,  when  1  vai 
up  befbre,  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  merid 
or  the  controverey  involved  in  this  case,  because 
it  seems  to  me,  that  if  there  ever  was  a  nngle 
document  that  ought  to  command  the  respeciful 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  and  ought  to  uiduee 
them  to  print  such  a  number  of  copies  as  would 
enable  this  question  to  be  underetood,  it  is  thb 
one,  which  relates  to  the  rights,  the  interests,  the 
protection,  and  guardianship  of  a  class  of  Ameri- 
can citizens,  wno  are  witnout  protection,  and 
without  guardianship,  if  they  do  not  find  it  in  the 
legislation  of  Congress.  I  refer  to  the  sailors. 
The  question  of  their  rights  is  before  the  Senate. 
Here  is  a  document  containing  the  proceedings  of 
a  court  of  inquiry,  touching  that  very  matter. 
Here  is  a  report  snowing  wmit  the  acuon  of  the 
Government  has  been  on  that  very  question. 
Here  is  a  report  which  shows  the  construction 
which  the  head  of  the  Department  puts  upon  the 
administration  of  the  law  m  that  particular.  Upon 
a  Question  of  this  sort,  when  we  ask  to  have  such 
a  Qocument  printed,  it  is  objected  to.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  finds  fauh  that  ve 
have  not  asked  for  a  larger  number.  Perhaps  if 
I  had  been  brought  up  in  a  larger  part  or  the 
country,  where  the  boundaries  of  StKes  are 
larger,  and  the  rivera  are  larger,  emd  everythinf 
is  larger,  I  might  possibly  have  inculcated  larcer 
ideas,  and  askra  for  the  printing  of  ten  thousand 
copies;  but  I  come  fW>m  a  modest  part  of  the 
country;  and,  therefore,  when  I  ask  for  the  print- 
ing of  a  small  number  of  copies,  I  hope  that  this 
fact  may  not  be  made  to  prejudice  the  claim  which 
I  make,  if  it  is  small. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Mr.  President, assumin^that 
this  document  contains  those  important  questions, 
which  it  is  said  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire are  embraced  in  it,  his  argument  is  perfectly 
conclusive  to  prove  that  the  Senate  ought  to  in- 
form themselves  of  the  contents  of  these  paper*- 
If  they  really  do  involve  questions  which  are  im- 
portant to  the  rights  and  interests  of  officers  of 
the  Navy,  and  of  the  sailors  belonging  to  that  am 
of  the  country's  service,  it  behooves  the  Senate 
to  inform  themselves  of  these  questions;  and jf 
it  be  necessary  to  regulate  their  legislating  *^  • 
ing  to  the  information  which  is  communicated,  it 
is  the  duty  <Jf  the  Senate  to  require  that  my 
should  be  printed.  But  the  argument  of  ^^^' 
ator  from  New  Hampshire  «ioes  not  proceed  » 
single  step,  unless  we  mean,  according  to  what 
seems  to  be  the  propensity  of  the  day,  to  took  be- 
yond this  Senate  Chamber  for  legislation,  and  in- 
voke instruction  from  without.  I  do  not  pwceive 
that  there  is  any,  the  slightest  ground,  for  the  ex- 
penditure which  is  proposed  to  ue  incurred  on  this 
occasion.  Relying  upon  the  statement  of  tb« 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  I  ahould  tmni « 
my  duty  to  adhere  lo  the  original  recommendation 
of^the  Committee  on  Naval  Afliiirs.  Upon  th^ 
recommendation  this  document  was  printed  tor 
the  use  of  the  Senate;  and  I  intend  to  inform  my- 
self of  its  contento  for  the  guidance  of  my  }^^' 
ment;  but  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  under  w>yj^^'?" 

Sation  to  distribute  two  thousand  copi*«  <JJ  *"" 
ocument  among  the  people  of  Uie  United  staiw 
to  invoke  their  aid  in  the  formation  of  my  opiwo"- 
I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution.  i.^k«r 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  should  like  to  know  whetfiw 

it  is  proposed  to  publish  not  onW  ^>»«  ^^^'^fT* 
Uie  finding  of  the  court,  and   the  opinion  ofinr 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  also  Uic  evidence 
the  case? 
Mr.  BORLAND.    No,  sir.  ..,     .    v„„^ 

Mr.  PEARCE.    I  should    still  hketo  W^ 


precisely  what  it  is  that  is  to  be  P"*'^*?^-,  the 
not  underatand  what  we  are  t<^  puWtfh  ^^ 

proposed  to  Pu^ 
it  ii  all  to  be  J^ 


reading  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    It  is  not 
lish  the  testimony  at  all.    That 
out. 
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Air.  PEARCC.  It  may  posiibly  be  necessary 
for  the  Titidication  of  the  olBcer  charged,  that  his 
defence  should  be  printed  witli  this  document.  I 
cannot  tell  what  ought  to  be  printed  until  I  see  the 
papers.  Unless  we  can  know  exactly  the  state  of 
the  case,  I  am  opposed  to  this  printing. 

Mr.  BORLApu).  I  will  suite  to  the  Senator 
that  the  resolution  does  not  propose  to  publish  the 
testimony  at  all.  It  leaves  out  a  laise  portion  of 
the  report,  and  it  seems  to  |ne  that  if  the  purposeis 
to  eohghten  the  public  in  reeard  to  the  matter,  the 
whole  of  the  proceeding  and  testimony  should  be 
published.  We  should  thus  involve  the  publica- 
tion of  a  very  large  book,  for  this  is  one  of  the 
lamst  documents  that  has  ever  come  before  us. 

Mr  HALE.  How  large  a  pamphlet  wiU  this 
make? 

Mr.  BORLAND.    About  one  hundred  pages. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  desire  to  say  that  1  can- 
not see  the  propriety  of  publishing  a  document 
now  before  tne  Senate  for  its  action.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  it  does  appear  to  me  that  as  we  are 
going  to  act  upon  the  subject,  all  that  is  necessary 
for  us  is  to  have  the  papers  printed  for  our/Own 
use. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  has  already  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  should  have  voted  against  this 
proposition  at  any  rate,  believing  it  entirely  use- 
ten  to  add  to  our  expenditure  and  delay  other 
accessary  printing.  But  when  I  learn  tnat  the 
testimony  upon  which  the  papers  were  founded  is 
to  be  left  out,  I  certainly  cannot  be  guilty  of  such 
rross  injustice  towards  this  officer,  who  seems  to 
De  assailed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
of  putting  part  of  the  proceedui^  before  the  com- 
munity ana  leaving  out  the  testmiony^.  1  cannot 
consent  to  publishing  only  that  objectionable  mat- 
ter which  I  understand  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  to  desire  to  spread  out  before  the 
eouatry,  certainly  not  for  the  infornrmtion  of  the 
country.  The  ordinary  number — some  three  hun- 
dred copies — ^)^Lve  already  been  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  senate.  I  do  not  wish  the  inflammable  mat- 
ter to  which  the  Senator  alludes  sent  out  as  part 
and  parcel  of  the  proceedings,  for  I  consider  that 
this  dooument  will  be  inflammable  matter  without 
the  testimony  upon  which  the  findings  of  the  court 
were  Bade. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  from  Texas  misun- 
derstands me  entirely  if  he  understood  me  as  as- 
sailing any  ofReer,  I  stated  expressly  that  1 
wouM  not  state  my  opinion  on  the  ments  of  the 
case  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr. -RUSK.  Did  not  the  Senator  say  that  he 
desired  to  place  before  the  country  the  construc- 
tion plaeed  upon  the  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy? 

Mr.  HALE.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  RUSK.  If  that  is  not  conveying  an  insin- 
uation against  an  officer,  I  misunderstand  Ian- 
Mr.  HALE.  I  thhfik  the  Senator  will  be  at  a 
kiss  to  find  for  whom  censure  is  intended  or  im- 
plied. I  said  that  here  was  the  construction 
%  which  I  understood  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 

rit  on  the  administration  of  that  part  of  the  law. 
carefully  avoided  expressing  any  opinion,  and, 
indeed,  I  cannot  say  that  I  luive  any  opinion  on 
the  merits  of  the  particular  controversy  involved 
in  this  case.  I  only  say  that  the  Senate  should 
act  informedly  on  the  matter.  I  have  no  interest 
in  this  matter.  I  have  no  friend  involved  in  it 
stall. 

Mr.  MANOUM.    This  is  a  very  small  mat- 
ter.   I  am  opposed  to  the  publication  of  this  addi- 
tional number  of  copies  of  this  document,  and  I 
vish  to  can  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Committee  on  Printing.    Sir,  that 
committee  was  raised  for  the  pnrpose  of  diminish- 
ing unnecessary  and  extravagant  expenditure  in 
regard  to  the  public  printing;  and  the  first  jear  it 
was  in  operation,  of  an  equal  session  with  the 
cession  preceding  of  the  same  length,  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  public  printing  was  reduced  from 
139,000  to  $14,000.    I  regret  to  see  that  we  are 
nmning  into  ancient  extravagance.    I  think  we 
ought  to  adhere  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
eommittee  in  most  cases,  especially  when  they  re- 
fuse to  publish  additional  numbers  of  these  docu- 
ments.   We  print  a  vast  deal  of  matter  here  that 
b  of  no  interest  to  anybody.     As  far  as  is  ne- 
ecMary  for  our  legislation  Kere,  we  have  already 
printed  the  usual  number  of  these  documents.  On 
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questions  of  this  sort,  involving  flogging  in  the 
Navy  and  discipline  generally,  it  may  be  a  desire 
to  scatter  such  a  document  in  some  portions  of 
the  country  to  produce  agitation  and  to  annoy 
Senators  with  petitions  on  the  subject  of  whicn 
the  petitioners  know  very  little  practically.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  refuse  the  printing  of  these  adoi- 
tional  copies. 
The  resolution  was  rejected. 

NAVY-YARD  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate 
proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  con- 
sider the  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  and  depdt 
on  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  m  California,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  BADGER  stated  that  his  object  in  calling 
for  the  consideration  of  this  bill  was,  that  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  to  submit  several  amend- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  having  them  printed. 

The  amendments  having  been  submitted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GAVIN,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  desire  to  call  up  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of 
claims  of  American  citizens  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  the  French  prior  to  the  3lst  day  of  July, 
1801,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  special  order 
for  some  future  day.  I  gave  notice,  at  the  time  1 
reported  the  bill,  that  I  should  propose  to  have 
some  day  assigned  for  its  special  consideration. 
It  is  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  that  I  tliink 
it  should  be  taken  up  now  for  the  purpose  I  have 
indicated. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  think  our  experience  with  re- 
gard to  the  assignment  of  a  particular  day  for  the 
consideration  of  matters  which  Senators  desire  to 
be  made  special  orders,  shows  that  the  effect  is  to  de- 
lay them  and  our  other  business  also.  It  promotes 
debate  much  more  when  bilhi  come  up  out  of  their 
regular  order.  I  think  eviery  one  will  agree  with 
me,  that  the  result  has  been  as  I  have  stated;  and 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  motion  may  not  prevail.  I 
shall  vote  aeainst  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  entertain  the  same  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  assignment  of  particular  days 
for  the  consideration  of  particular  bills,  which  tne 
honorable  Senator  from  Texas  has  expressed.  I 
,  do  not  intend  to  ask  for  the  assignment  of  any 
particular  day  for  the  consideration  of  any  meas- 
ure in  which  I  am  particularly  interested.  I  am 
willing  that  any  bill,  in  which  my  State  is  special- 
ly interested,  shall  take  its  regular  turn  on  the 
Calendar;  and  if  it  g;ets  no  action,  I  am  willing  to 
let  it  take  its  chance  in  its  order.  There  are  indi- 
vidual States  which  are  as  much  interested  in  the 
passage  of  other  bills  as  the  claimants  for  indem- 
nity for  French  spoliations  are  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  the  representatives  of  these  States 
may,  with  as  much  propriety,  ask  that  their  favor- 
ite measures  shall  be  set  down  as  special  orders 
as  these  claimants.  I  hope  we  have  eot  through 
with  special  orders.  I  agree  with  the  Snator  from 
Texas,  that  special  orders  provoke  debate.  Mem- 
bers come  here  prepared  to  make  speeches,  and 
their  speeches  touch  somebody  who  feels  bound 
to  reply,  and  that  reply  begets  another,  and  so  the 
debate  is  continued  for  a  Ion?  time.  I  hope  this 
bill  will  not  be  made  a  special  order,  and  that  no 
other  special  order  will  be  made. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  This  bill  U  certainly  one 
of  very  great  importance.  It  is  one  upon  which 
I  suppose  every  Senator  will  desire  to  be  called  to 
vote,  and  my  purpose  in  making  it  a  special  order 
was,  that  we  might  know  beforehand  when  the 
subject  was  to  come  before  us  for  consideration. 
It  is  usual  to  give  some  consideration  of  this  kind 
to  bills  of  so  much  importance,  involving  so  much 
general  interest.  I  believe  it  will  not  lead  to  any 
mcrease  of  debate;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  de- 
bate will  thereby  be  lessened.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  Senate  will  agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  is  because  this  is  a  bill  of  great 
importance  that  I  am  opposed  to  makine  it  a  spe- 
cial order.  I  am  anxious  to  take  up  the  Calen- 
dar, and  to  clear  it  of  all  bills  as  they  stand  there 
in  regular  succession.  I  wish  to  proceed  with  the 
business  of  the  Senate,  and  I  feel  assured  that  by 
refusing  to  make  this  a  special  order,  and  proceed- 
ing witn  the  Calendar,  we  shall  accelerate  busi- 
ness; because  gentlemen  understanding  that  to  be 
the  rule  will  push  the  business,  in  order  that  the 
particular  bills  in  which  they  have  an  interest  may 


be  reached  at  an  earlier  day.  I  have  no  desire  to 
delay  action  upon  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  I 
agree  with  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  this  bill  is 
one  of  great  importance,  and  I  wish  to  have  it 
acted  upon  as  early  as  possible.  But  this  I  think 
will  be  best  attained  by  permitting  the  bill  to  re- 
tain its  present  place  on  the  Calendar,  while  at  the 
same  time  great  advantage  will  result  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate  generally  by  adopting  that 
course. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Every  day  furnishes  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  propriety  of  an  amendment 
to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  which  I  submitted  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  that  is,  that  all  questions 
in  relation  to  the  taking  up  of  bills  should  be  de- 
cided without  debate.  Now,  all  that  I  ask  of  gen- 
tlemen is,  do  not  let  us  consume  the  whole  day 
in  debating  whether  we  will  take  up  this  bill. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  think  if  nothing  else  had 
ever  been  said  against  this  practice  of  making  spe- 
cial assignments,  there  is  one  argument  which 
ought  to  be  conclusive  against  it.  That  argument 
has  been  repeated  so  often,  that  it  has  now  become 
perfectly  familiar  to  every  member  of  the  Senate* 
and  it  is,  that  in  very  many  instances,  more  time 
has  been  consumed  on  the  question  of  takine  up 
bills  than  has  been  consumed  on  the  merits  of  the 
bills  themselves,  and  the  question  of  their  passage. 
For  that  reason,  I  think  that  the  impolicy  of  con- 
tinuing such  a  course  must  be  demonstrated  to  the 
Senate.  And,  sir,  there  is  another  matter  which 
I  would  mention  as  a  reason  why  this  practice  of 
making  special  orders  has  been  resorted  to,  and 
thus  far  sustained.  I  know  of  no  other  reason 
that  is  usually  assigned  for  making  such  disposi- 
tion of  a  bill,  than  that  it  has  some  special  merit 
over  other  bills,  and  on  that  ground  precedence  is 
claimed  for  it.  I  suppose,  however,  that  there  is 
no  Senator  who  brings  forward  a  bill  ^ere  who 
does  not  consider  it  as  of  sufficient  importance  to 
claim  the  speedy  attention  of  the  Senate.  Now, 
sir,  there  are  Mtween  fifty  and  one  hundred  im- 
portant bills  before  the  Senate  at  this  time,  and  yet 
matters  which  I  certainly  do  not  consider  of  much 
importance,  have  been  made  special  orders,  and  a 
day  has  been  assigned  to  each  of  them.  And  what 
advantage  do  we  gain  by  this  ?  We  certainly  gain 
nothing  m  favor  of  the  particular  bill,  if  we  are  to 
take  equally  and  fairly  the  measures  which  are 
brought  forward  by  Senators  on  this  floor.  So  far 
as  my  short  experience  has  taught  me,  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  this  course  of  making  special  orders  has 
delayed  the  business  of  the  Senate,  while  it  has 
done  nothing  to  advance  the  progress  of  the  par- 
ticular bill,  the  furtherance  of  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  promote.  Here  is  an  illustration:  How 
much  time  have  we  lost  here  this  morning,  in  the 
mere  discussion  of  whether  we  will  take  up  a  bill? 
The  amendment,  to  which  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  alluded,  was  not  adopted 

Mr.  BA.DGER.    I  know  it  was  not. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  And  I  have  made  these  re- 
marks to  strengthen  the  remark  made  by  that  Sen- 
ator, and  with  the  view  of  putting  a  stop,  if  pos- 
sible, to  the  practice  of  making  special  orders. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  one  word  that  I  wish  to 
say,  not  upon  this  question,  because  by  parlia- 
mentary law  it  is  not  a  debatable  question,  and  1 
deny  that  any  gentleman  is  able  to  show  any  par- 
liamentary law,  or  anything  more  than  a  loose 
practice  which  has  grown  up  m  tliis  body,  to  war- 
rant any  debate  upon  this  ouestion.  I  never  knew 
in  my  experience  in  the  otner  House,  that  debate 
could  be  extended  further,  except  by  general  con- 
sent, than  when  a  member  desired  to  give  priority 
to  any  bill,  to  give  him  the  opportunity  or  stating 
his  reasons  why  it  should  be  taken  up  out  of  its 
regular  order.  If  another  member  rose  to  speak 
upon  the  question,  it  was  out  of  order  for  him  to 
proceed,  except  by  general  consent.  This  dis- 
cussion is  cleariy  out  of  order,  and  it  is  clearly 
out  of  the  indulgence  of  the  body  that  such  a  prac- 
tice has  grown  up.  I  know  it  is  very  difficult  for 
you,  Mr.  President,  to  restrain  members  when  ao 
many  desire  to  express  their  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions for  or  against  a  proposition  of  this  kind;  but 
I  must  maintain  that  it  is  now  out  of  order.  I 
have  not  said  anything  except  in  vindication  of 
what  I  consider  to  be  the  parliamentary  order  of 
the  body.  If  Senators  choose  to  inoulge  in  a 
licentious  debate  of  this  description,  it  is  their  own 
fault,  but  it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Following  the  example  of  my 
fnead  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  endeavoring 
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to  add  some  reasons  to  thoae  offered  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Arkansas  why  the  amendment  of 
the  rules  which  1  proposed  should  have  been 
adopted,  I  will  not  say  a  word  about  this  propo- 
sition. My  friend  thinks  he  has  escaped  all  the 
difficulty  of  an  irregular  debate,  because  he  has 
made  a  speech,  and  did  not  say  one  word  upon 
the  question  before  the  Senate.  [Laughier.J  Now, 
I  will  follow  his  example,  because  1  know  I  shall 
then  be  in  order;  for  he  says  it  is  out  of  order  to 
speak  upon  the  Question  before  the  Senate,  and 
you  avoid  all  dimculty  by  speaking  upon  ques- 
tions not  under  cousiaeration  by  this  body.  1 
will  follow  that  example,  and  in  the  first  place,  I 
beg  to  suggest  to  the  benate  that  our  rules  specify 
the  questions  which  shall  be  decided  without  de- 
bate, and  that  I  do  not  know  any  other  parlia- 
mentixry  body  whose  rules  can  add  to  the  number 
of  unMebatable  questions  in  this  body;  and  every 
question,  which  is  not  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  or 
by  the  long  and  well-established  usage  of  the  Sen- 
ate— which  supplies  the  place  of  an  express  rule — 
declared  to  be  not  debatable,  is  of  course  deba- 
table. The  right  of  debate  exists  in  every  case, 
except  when  it  is  excluded  by  an  express  rule. 

Now,  when  my  friend  speaks  of  **  licentious 
debate"  here,  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  though 
such  debate  may  exist  in  other  bodies,  it  is  totally 
unknown  here. 

I  wish  to  say,  that  from  the  little  experience  we 
have  had  to-day,  added  to  the  days  upon  days 
and  weeks  upon  weeks  that  have  been  consumed, 
during  the  five  years  that  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
serving  in  this  body,  in  determining  whether  we 
should  take  up  one  question  or  another  in  order  to 
give  It  precedence  over  some  other,  I  am  induced 
to  hope  that  some  gentleman  of  greater  powers  of 
pursuasion  than  1  possess  may  yet  introduce  a 
a  rule  which  will  declare  that  the  (question  of  pri- 
ority shall  be  decided  without  debate.  This  ques- 
tion ought  to  have  been  decided  long  since,  one  way 
or  the  other.  If  1  may  be  pardoned  for  the  bu^- 
gestion,  1  will  say  that  1  see  no  impropriety  m 
giving  precedence  to  claims  of  tJiis  sort  to  wnich 
this  oiJl  refers.  They  are  of  half  a  century's 
standing,  and  have  been  discussed  and  rediscussed 
in  both  branches  of  Congress  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  the  most  able  reports  have  been  repeat-  ! 
edly  made  upon  them  in  botn  Houses  of  Congress,  i 
uniformly  favorable.  The  bill  has  once  passed  ' 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  authorizing  their  pay- 
ment, and  it  waB  rejected  by  the  Executive  for 
tlirce  reasons,  one  of  which  was,  that  we  were  at 
war,  and  not  in  a  situation  to  pay  our  debts.  That 
reason  has  passed  away.  We  have,  according  to 
a  report  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  a 
surplus  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  1  think 
this  is  a  very  good  time  to  bring  forward  these 
claims  and  pass  them,  and  show  that  the  reason 
given  before  was  true«  that  we  needed  the  money 
for  fighting  and  could  not  pay  our  debts;  but  that 
we  now  iuive  it,  and  will  apply  it  to  satisfy  just 
demands. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  post- 
poning the  special  order. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  On  that  question  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  By  your  kindness,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  have  been  allowed  to  take  from  your  table 
the  list  of  the  present  special  orders,  and  by  that 
list  I  find,  first  of  all,  the  bill  offered  by  the  Sena- 
ator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  JoNBt,]  in  relation  to  a  grant 
of  lands  for  the  making  of  a  railroad  in  that  State. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  special  or- 
der, and  became  the  unfinished  business.    Next 
we  hare  a  resolution,  offered  by  a  gentleman  who 
is  no  longer  a  member  of  this  body — a  very  prac-  j 
tical  resolution,  sir,  [a  laugh] — the  resolution  of- 
fered by  the    Senator   from  Mississippi,   [Mr.  | 
FooTB,]  on  the  subject  of  the  compromise.    The  I 
next  is  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  ; 
Upper  Mississippi;  and  then  another,  in  the  shape  \ 
oi  a  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  < 
Seventh  Census.  Now  these  subjects  have  all  been 
wrested  from  their  order  on  the  Calendar, and  made 
special  orders.    I  think  that  my  friend  from  Ar- 
kansas, [Mr.  BorlandJ  as  well  as  my  friend  who 
sits  before  me,  [Mr.  Walker,]  both  favored  the 
propositions,  making  them  special  orders. 

Mr.  WALKER.  You  are  wrong  in  that  sup- 
position. 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
says  1  am  wrong.  It  may  be  so,  but  such  was 
my  impression.  At  all  events,  1  think  that  those 
who  are  so  devoted  to  the  measure  for  giving  away 
two  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  land,  will  not 
deny  to  this  class  of  claims  which,  as  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  has  truly  said,  have  been  of 
more  than  half  a  century  standing,  the  right  of  be- 
ing placed  in  an  equally  favorable  position.  I  think, 
too,  that  those  who  have  aided  in  this  bill — and  the 
thing  is  not  alone,  nor  are  those  special  orders  with- 
out their  particular  friends,  and  I  think  that  the 
early  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  and  the  question  of  the  printing  of  the 
Seventh  Census,  are  subjects  of  importance — may 
be  expected  to  join  in  giving  to  this  measure  a 
place  on  the  Calendar,  which  shall  only  ask  the 
action  of  the  Senate  affirmatively  or  negatively, 
so  that  if  adopted  it  may  go  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  be  tliere  adopted  or  rejected,  as 
that  body  may  decide.  I  have  been  one  of  a  small 
minority  of  the  whole  Senate  who  have  from  time 
to  time  urged  an  adherence  to  the  Calendar,  so 
that  all  business  may  come  up  in  its  order,  and 
on  this  question  I  have  been  voted  down  on  every 
occasion;  and  1  now  ask,  and  I  trust  that  I  may 
ask  with  some  confidence,  those  Senators  who 
have  obtained  their  special  orders  to  allow  this 
Question  to  have  a  position  equally  favorable  with 
tneirown. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  desire  to  add  to  the  re- 
marks of  my  colleague,  the  statement  that  this 
bill  stands  next — or  nearly  next— on  the  Calendar 
to  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  so 
that,  had  that  bill  not  been  made  a  special  order, 
this  one  would  have  followed  almost  immediately 
afierwards,  and  it  would  be  doing  no  more  than 
the  same  measure  of  justice  that  has  been  done  to 
that  bill,  to  make  it  a  special  order.  It  would 
come  up  at  an  early  day,  without  any  assignment; 
but  we  wish  to  see  this  bill  taken  up  and  acted 
upon,  if  possible,  on  the  first  day  that  it  may  be 
brought  before  the  Senate  for  consideration.  It  is 
not  my  purpose  to  consume  a  long  time  in  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  for  that  reason  I 
thought  it  might  be  deemed  proper  to  have  a  day 
designated  for  it,  so  that  we  might  have  a  full 
Senate,  and  have  it  disposed  of  without  unneces- 
sary consumption  of  time. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  In  response  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  with  regard  to  the  order  of  business 
on  the  Calendar,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
Calendar,  by  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  to. aid  in 
the  construction  of  a  railroad,  is  number  one,  and 
in  the  order  of  business  is  number  twenty-two; 
that  to  provide  for  the  ascertainment  and  satisfac- 
tion of  claims  for  spoliations  by  the  French,  is 
numbef  fifty-nine  in  the  order  of  business,  and 
number  sixty-four  in  the  order  of  bills  presented 
to  the  Senate.  The  bill  granting  land  to  Iowa 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  list,  where  it  stood  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session. 

Mr.  HALE.  It  is  with  ^reat  reluctance  that  I 
separate  myself  from  the  fnends  of  this  measure 
on  the  Question  now  before  the  Senate.  I  have 
uniformly  voted  for  the  bill,  and  shall  continue  to 
do  so;  for  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  few  cases  in 
which  1  C€ui  honestly  vote  money  out  of  the 
Treasury,  because  I  think  it  is  to  pay  honest 
debts.  But  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill  out  of  its  order,  for  the  reason  fi;iven  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine;  for  I  do  not 
want  to  put  it  iq  the  same  company  with  the  res- 
olution offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  FooTE,]  nor  the  one  relating  to  the  printing 
of  the  Census,  and  other  measures,  which  have 
been  made  special  orders.  I  have  very  rarely 
voted  to  make  special  orders;  I  have  contended 
with  the  Senator  from  Maine,  in  a  small  minority 
to  enforce  the  rules,  and  adhere  to  the  Calendar. 
I  shall  vote  against  all  special  orders,  aAd  if  the 
Senate  will  vote  with  me,l  will  vote  to  lay  all  bills 
on  the  table  till  they  are  reached  in  their  regular 
order.  When  this  bill  comes  up,  I  will  g^e  itall 
the  support  I  can,  but  I  cannot  vote  to  lake  it  up 
out  of  its  order. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  suppose,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  there  is  no  more  decidea  enemy  to  these 
French  spoliation  claims  than  I  am;  but  the  cour- 
tesy which  is  asked  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
is  one  which  I  feel  bound  to  concede  to  them.  I 
wish  them  to  have  an  opportunity,  at  an  early 
day,  of  trying  the  strength  of  this  measure;  and 


in  view  of  its  magnitude,  and  the  loigth  of  time  , 
that  it  has  been  pending,  I  shall  rote  tor  taking  it 
up  now,  in  order  that  that  disposition  may  be 
mode  of  it  which  is  asked  for. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill,  and  resulted — yeas  26,  nays  17;  ss 
follows: 

TEAS — Metm.  Bsdfer,  Bayar^  Berrien,  Bradhuy. 
Clarke,  Cooprr.  Davis,  Dodge  of  WiaconeiD,  Dodge  of 
fiiwa,  Downd,  Felch,  Fish,  Foot,  Hamlin,  James,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Junes  of  TenneneeV^allory,  Miller,  Pearce,  Smith, 
Soule,  Sproance.  Somner,  Upbam,  and  Wade — ^95. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atcbison,  Borland,  Clemeas,  Dawva, 
Douglas,  Gwin,  Hale,  Houston,  Hunter,  King,  McRae, 
Maiipum,  Norris,  Rusk,  SetKutian,  Walker,  and  Whit- 
comb— 17. 

So  the  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  ogr^  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  now  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  first 
Monday  of  February  next,  at  one  o'clock,  and  that 
it  be  made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  FELCIi.  I  would  suggest  to  tne  Senator 
from  Maine  to  postpone  it  for  a  longer  period. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  There  is  anouier special  or* 
der  appointed  for  that  day. 

Mr.  FELCH.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  I  believe,  wishes  to  make  a  minority 
report.  I  refer  to  the  Senator  fVom  Indiana,  who 
is  now  sick.  I  would,  tlierefore,  suggest  the  third 
Monday  in  February. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  make  a  motion  to  that  effect? 

Mr.  FELCH.     I  will  make  that  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  quesUon  will  first  be 
taken  on  the  longest  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
the  tnird  Monday  in  February;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  unfinished  bosineas 
of  the  preceding  day,  the  pending  Question  bemg 
on  the  amendment  ofiered  by  Mr.  Uiidbrwood  to 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  the  **  bill  jrranting  the  right  of 
way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of 
Iowa,  in  aid  of  me  construction  of  certain  railrosdi 
in  said  Suite.'* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  was  not  present  yesterday 
when  this  amendment  was  offered,  nor  had  1  tbe 
good  fortune  to  hear  the  speech  of  the  hooorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Underwood.]  If 
I  understand  the  amendment  it  is  to  propose  as 
equal  distribution  of  the  public  lands  among  all 
the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  It  proposes  a  pr»  ra(a 
distribution  among  States  which  have  not  received 
public  lands,  according  to  the  population,  to  a 
certain  extent.  All  the  States  omitted  in  that 
amendment  which  I  offered  have  received  a  larger 
portion  than  the  States  provided  for  in  the  amend- 
ment. They  are  a  ^eat  deal  in  advance  of  the 
other  States  already  in  the  amount  they  have  rev 
ceived,  and  in  order  to  make  the  amount  given  to 
the  States  named  in  the  amendment  e^quaJ  to  that 
received  by  the  new  States,  not  mentioned  in  the 
amendment,  I  propose  to  rive  about  14,500,000 
acres  to  the  States  which  I  have  named  in  rojr 
amendment;  the  other  States  having  received  much 
more. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  merely  rise  to  state  that  I 
shall  yote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  fVona 
Kentucky,  although  I  shall  vote  aeainst  the  bill  « 
whether  that  amendment  is  adopted  or  not. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  wish  to  make  an  inquiiy 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  that  is,  why  b^ 
has  left  out  of  his  amendment  the  State  of  Texas -^ 
She  has  never  received  any  of  the  public  landi. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  will  state  the  rfttaofl« 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Senator  from  Missoui^* 
which  operated  upon  me  in  doing  so.     I  thoug^^ 
that  the  grant  of  $10,000,000  to  the  State  of  Tex^« 
and  the  further  ^rant  of  thirty  thouaand  aqu^*^ 
miles  of  land,  which  she  did  not  own,  was  a  gr^ 
deal  more  to  Texas  in  land,  and  monev  too,  tM*^ 
we  ever  could  expect  to  gel  for  the  old  States,  fri?*" 
any  portion  of  the  public  lands.    That  is  the  r^^' 
son  why  I  left  it  out.     [Laughter.]  . 

Mr.  otTMNBR  addressed  the  Senate,  in  favor  r 
the  bill.    A  report  of  his  speech  will  be  foumj  0^ 
the  Appendix. 
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t,  Dftnjel  T.  Jones,  Oime  W.  Jones,  J.  Olancy  Jort^«, 
•jBttTiie  C,  Kinf,  Preafnn   Kinf,   Kuhns,   Kurtx,  Mann, 
gumphrey    Marahall.   Mania,   McDonald,   McLanabwi, 
ncMajr,  AliJIer,  MilKon,  Miuer,  Mdony,  John  Moore, 
jtforPhead,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Murray,  Newton,  Orr,  Out- 
law, Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Peaslcc,  Penn, 
F^nntman,   Phelps,   Rantoul,    Riddle.   RiumII,  Sackett, 
grtioolcnoi,  BelHxwinakar,  Scudder,  Origen  S.  Heyinour, 
0KeHoo,  Smart,  Smith,  Sunly,  Bei^amin  Stanton,  Abra- 
ttam  P.IBteveoM,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stone,  Strothcr, 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Thomntion,Town«hend,Tuck,  Venable, 
WiUbrtdffe,    WaUaee,  Wal.li,   Ward,   Waikins,  Welch, 
W«llc,  AildlMD  White,  Alexttder  VVbiie,  WiJdrick,  Wil- 
liams, and  Woodward— 14^. 

Zl^  A  YS — HessTB.  Charles  AJten,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Beale, 
Bmckenridf e,  Brentoo,  Btuby,  Cobb,  Dawson,  Dean,  Dun- 
Inm,  Freeman.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gorman, 
tfteen,  UaU,  llaotilton,  Hendricks,  Henii,  Howard,  Infer- 
•oil,  I.eteher,  Lockhart,  Maco.  Mason,  McCorkie.  McM  ul- 
Ko,  Meade,  Nabers,  Oldrf,  Polk,  Price,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Bara^e,  Se«rry,  David  L.  Beymovr,  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
ttcbwd  H.  dcantou,  St.  Martin,  Strauon,  Stuait,  Sweetaer, 
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W.  Thompson,  and  Wilcox — 45. 
So  the  joint  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
VttUee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

CLOSE  OP  DEBATE  ON  CENSUS  PRINTING. 

Mr.  POLK  offered  the  following  resolution: 
ReMohecd,  That  all  debate  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  ftateof  the  Union  on  joint  resolution  No.  12,  «:hali  cen^ 
on  Thursday  next  at  two  o^clock,  and  tiiey  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  mav  be  pending  or 
oAired  to  chc  same,  and  shall  then  report  it  to  the  House 
with  such  ameodmeuta  as  may  have  been  agreed  to  by  tlie 


Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  submit  that  that  resolu- 
tion is  not  in  order  at  this  time.  It  is  not  proper 
Co  offer  such  a  resolution  until  the  matter  has  been 
up  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  has  been  debated  there.  It  has 
been  so  decided  by  the  last  Speaker.  I  know  that 
(act.     I  remember  it  distinctly. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  have  not  surrendered  the  floor 
yet. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
resolution  is  in  order.  • 

Mr.  STANLY.  Then  I  move  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table. 

Mr,  POLK.  The  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina caiuiot  submit  that  motion  until  I  yield  the 
floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  not  being  de- 
iMtahlf,  ihe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  no 
r^  to  retain  the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  intended  to  appeal  from 
ibt  decision  of  the  Chair — that  this  resolution  is 
now  in  order.  « 

Mr,  POLK.  It  is  Tery  strange  that  gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  should  be  so  anxious  that  the 
^baie  should  progress  upon  this  question.  There 
must  be  some  object — some  purpose  in  it. 

Mr.  STANLY.  There  is.  We  desire  to  save 
tbepublic  money. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
rctolutton  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Teiuies- 
Me,  [Mr.  Polk,]  closing  debate  upon  the  joint  res- 
olution just  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  is  in  order,  and 
£rom  that  decision  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Cuvgman]  appeals. 

Mr.  CLINGiMAN.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
nde  making  a  resolution  of  that  kind  in  order. 

Mr.  POLK.     Will  the  gentleman  fi»om  North  , 
t^roliua  state  when  such  a  resolution  would  be  in 
Older? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  After  the  joint  resolution 
had  been  debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  POLK.    For  how  long  ? 

A  MKMBsa.    For  one  minute  even. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  rule  is  as  follows;  ' 

<'Tbe  House  may,  at  any  Unie,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  preBent,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  lor 
(be  purpose  of  going  into  Conmiiltee  of  the  Whole  House  ! 
OB  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and  also  for  providing  for  the 
discbngeof  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  the 
Cnsimitf  r  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  tlie  ITnion, 
from  the  fhrthex  consideration  of  any  bill  referred  to  it, 
liter  acting  without  debate  on  all  amendments  pending, 
lad  that  may  be  offered.'' 

The  Chair  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  reso- 
hilion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Will  the  Chair  allow  me 
to  state  that  the  grbund  upon  which  his  predeces- 
sor based  his  decision  was  with  reference  to  the 
vords  "  further  consideration .'" 

The  SPEAKER.    So  the  Chair  understands. 

%r.  pLINGMAN.  I  know  that  Mr.  Cobb 
decided  aeain  and  again — and  so  did  Mr.  Win- 
dir^k'— thai  it  was  not  in  order  to  off'er  a  resolu- 
tiw  of  ^k  kfnd  until  the  matter  had  been  consid- 


ered in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  Un i(»n.  I  see  no  reason  for  changing  that 
practice. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  that  the 

feneral  power  given  to  the  House  extends  to  the 
xing  6t  a  time  for  closing  the  debate  on  a  propo- 
sition in  advance  of  its  actual  consideration  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  would  in- 
quire of  the  Chair,  by  way  of  suggestion  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  whether  there  is  not  a 
special  order  for  Thursday  next,  and  from  day  to 
day  thereafter?  A  majority  of  the  House  cannot 
su|>er8ede  a  special  order  already  made. 

xMr.  POLK.  Can  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
inform  me  what  was  the  hour  fixed  for  that  spe- 
cial order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  For  the  entire  day  and  from 
day  to  day  thereafter  untU  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  he  can  attain  his 
object  by  modifying  his  resolution  so  as  to  read, 
that  the  debate  shall  cease  in  fifteen  minutes,  or 
one  hour,  after  the  committee  shall  take  the  sub- 
ject up. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  will  accept  of  that  modifica- 
tion. 

Mr*  ORR.  Was  not  an  appeal  taken  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  has  aright  to  modify  his  res- 
olution. 

Mr.    HIBBARD.    Is  not  the    question^ now 
pending  upon  the  appeal } 
The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 
Mr.  HIBBARD,    Then  I  move  to  lay  the  ap- 
peal upon  the  table.  j 
Mr.  POLK  then  modified  his  resolution  so  as 
to  read  that  the  debate  should  cease  in  one  hour  i 
after  the  committee  should  txike  up  the  subject.       ! 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.    My  objection    still  lies.  ! 
The  usual  resolution  has  been,  that  the  debate 
shall  cease  within  one  hour  after  the  committee 
shall  resunu  the  consideration  qfthe  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  Uiinks  it  compe- 
tent for  the  House  to  order  the  committee  even  to 
be  dischsurged  from  any  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that,  but  that  is  under  a  dilTerelit  rule. 

Mr.  POLK.  Will  it  be  in  order,  to  avoid  the 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  read, 
**  on  Wednesday  next  at  three  o'clock.'** 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  not  obviate  the 
objection  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

The  question  >iras  tl^n  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  appeal  upon  the  table,  and,  on  a  count, 
there  wcre~^-aves  71 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  POLK  demanded  the  yeas  aad  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Speaker 
what  is  the  state  of  the  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  and  the  House,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  de- 
sired to  offer  a  resolution  closing  debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  upon  the  joint  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  Census  printing.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingma)^]  made  the 
point  of  order  that  the  House  could  not  close 
debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  a 
subject  until  the  committee  had  had  the  subject 
first  under  consideration.  The  Chair  decided  that 
the  resolution  was  in  order.  From  that  decision 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cling- 
MANj  appeals.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  Hibbard]  moves  to  lay  that  appeal 
upon  the  table.  The  question  now  is,  therefore, 
<' Shall  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  lie 
upon  the  table?**  Upon  that  question  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  76,  nays  107;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  W.  Allen«  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bartleu, 
Beale.  Breckenride,  Briggs,  Buell,  Busby,  Caldwell,  T. 
Campbell,  Clinstain,  Clark,  Cottman,  Curtifs  Dawson, 
Dean,  Dimmiek.  Dunham,  Edmundson,  Freeipan,  Gay- 
lord.  Gentry,  Gilmore,  Gorman,  Green,  Hamilton,  Isham 
G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Hascall,  Hendricks, 
Henn,  Hibbard,  HiUyer,  Howard,  Ingersoll,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Prcstoa  King,  Kurtx,  Letcher, 


L'ockharL  Mace,  Mai-on,  McOorkle,  McLanahan,  McMul- 
lin,  McNair,   Momaon,  Murray,  Nnbcrs,  Olds.  Andrew 

R?H5i?'R*rj;""  J^- .P"k«'^j,  P«»'H  Polk,'PriSe  lUnt^u^ 
Riddle,  Robhins,  Robinson,  RusseU,  Savage,  David  L.  Sey! 
mour,  Skclton,  Smith,  Frederick  K  Sta}iu>n,  Richard  H. 
Stanton.  Alexander  ft.  Stephens,  St.  Martin,  Strauon. 
WUdrVcl^T?*  Thompson,  Thurston,  Wilcox,  and 

..  NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrorabie,  Aiken,  Charies  Allen,  Al- 
lison, W.  Appleion,  Ashe,  Averett,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bibiirhaus, 
Bocock,  Bragg,  Bren ton.  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Goorffe 
H.  Brown,  Burrows,  E.  Carrlngton  Cabell,  Lewis  D.  Cnmn- 
bell.  Canter,  CR>«kie,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Couffer. 
Culloni,  Daniel,  Georjre  T.  Davis,  Disney,  Dockerv,  Doty! 
Duncan,  Durkee,  Eastman,  Bdgcrton,  Evans,  Ficklln, 
Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Glddlngs! 
Goodenow,  Goodrich,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall,  Harper,  Haws! 
Haven,  Hebard,  Holladay,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe, 
Tliomas  Y.  How,  Hunter,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson..  James  Johnson,  John  JohuKon,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
GooraeW  Jones,  George  G.  King.  Mann,  Humphrey 
•Marshall,  MarUa,  McDonald,  Miller,  Millson,  Miner,  Mo- 
iony,  Morehoad,  Murphy,  Newton,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Peaslee, 
Penniinan,  Phelps,  Porter,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker! 
Scudder,  Scurry,  Smart,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Stroth- 
er,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thonip<*on,  Townshend, 
Tuck,  Walbridge,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn! 
Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alexande^ 
White,  Williams,  and  Yates— 107. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table. 

I      The  question  now  bcin?,  <*  Shall  the  decision  of 
]  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?** 
I      Mr.  CLINGMAN  called    for  tellers;    which 
I  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Clingman,  andSrAN- 

TON  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 
I      Mr.  SKELTON.     I  desire  to  move  to  recon- 
1  sider  the  vole  by  which  the  House  referred  this 
resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thegentleman 'amotion  wiU 
be  entertained,  but  the  Chair  thinks  that  the  ques- 
tion of  order  must  first  be  disposed  of. 

The  resolution  was  then  again  read  as  modified. 

Mr.  POLK.  If  the  resolution  is  still  under  my 
control,  I  desire  again  to  modify  it,  so  as  to  close 
debate  in  dive  hours,  instead  of  one  hour  after  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union 
shall  again  have  entered  upon  its  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  can  so  mod- 
ify the  resolution,  if  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is 
sustained;  but  the  question  of  order  must  first  be 
determined. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  59,  noes  96. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Polk]  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  now  pro- 
pose^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Skelton]  has  the  floor — if  he  desires 
to  claim  it — upon  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  now  desire  to  make  that 
motion;  and  upon  that  motion  I  wish  to  make  one 
or  two  remarks. 

In  voting  for  the  reference  of  this  resolution,  I 
did  so  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  additional  in- 
formation upon  the  subject  before  it  was  finally 
disposed  of.  Since  tliat  reference  has  been  made, 
however,  my  views  upon  that  subject  have  under- 
gone a  change.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  are  as  well 
prepared  to  vote  upon  this  resolution  now,  as  we 
shall  be  ten  days  or  ten  weeks  hence,  or  at  least 
any  future  time.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  most  ri^d 
economy  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
Government.  And  it  is  for  these  reasons  I 
desire  that  this  subject  shall  not  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
I  believe  this  House  is  now  prepared  knowingly 
and  understanding! y  to  vote  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  if  it  is  referred,  the  consequence  wifl  be 
unnecessary  delay.  The  interests  of  this  House 
and  the  country  uemand  that  this  subject  of  pub- 
lic printing  shall  be  acted  upon,  and  acted  upon 
Speedily.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  bad  economy  for 
this  House  to  prolong  the  consideration  of  this 
question  from  day  to  day,  when  its  own  business  is 
suffering  for  want  of  the  necessary  printing,  to 
ffive  the  information  required  in  the  transaction  of 
Its  own  business.  I  say  that  is  a  bad  economy. 
Upon  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  admitted,  I  be- 
lieve, by  all  the  committees  which  have  reported 
to  this  House  upon  the  subject,  that  the  printer 
who  contracted  to  do  the  piiblic  printing  for  this 
Congress,  has  utterly  fkiled  to  comply  with  that 


404 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jaii»37, 


contract.  With  this  state  of  things  before  us,  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  adopt  some  other  system,  by 
which  the  business  of  this  House  an#of  the 
country  may  be  promoted.  It  becomes  us  to 
order,  m  some  manner,  the  public  printing  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  our  purposes,  to  be  done  as 
speedily  as  possible.  The  question,  then,  arises. 
Shall  we  delay  this  matter  from  day  to  day,  as  we 
have  done  since  the  commencement  of  this  session  ? 
Shall  we  allow  the  interests  of  the  country  to  suffer 
for  the  want  of  expeditious  printing?  I  think 
not.  I  think  it  is  our  duty,  and  the  public  interesU 
demand  it,  that  we  should  act  upon  the  present 
occasion  upon  this  subject,  in  a  manner  that  shall 
expedite  the  business  before  the  House.  It  is  not 
only  necessary  that  we  should  have  the  printing 
done  in  time,  but  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
have  it  done  in  a  proper  manner.  Heretofore  the"] 
printing  for  this  body  has  been  performed  in  a  I 
manner  that  is  not  creditable  to  us.  It  has  been 
printed  upon  bad  paper,  and  badly  printed  upon 
the  paper  used. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  desire  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Skelton]  will  specify 
what  printer  it  is  who  has  performed  his  work 
thus  badly.  1  desire  to  know  whether  he  refers 
to  the  present  contractor  or  the  contractors  for  a 
former  Congress  ? 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman 
that,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  the 
public  printing  not  only  for  previous  Congresses, 
out  for  this  House  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  has  been  done  very  badly, 
and  upon  very  bad  paper.  Will  that  satisfy  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?  I  do  not  know 
who  has  done  this  printing,  but,  by  whomsoever 
it  has  been  done,  I  do  know  that  it  has  not  been 
done  according  to  the  contract. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  It  satisfies  me  so  far  as 
the  gentleman's  declaration  is  concerned,  but  no 
further.  I  have  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
clusion which  he  arrives  at,  as  to  Wl^ther  the 
public  printing  for  the  present  Congpress  has  been 
well  executed  or  not.  [  have  some  of  it  before 
me,  and  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  accord- 
ing to  my  own  judgment,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  it  is  the  best  public  printing  I  ever 
■aw,  and  qui'e  as  good  as  any  I  ever  saw  either 
by  contract  or  by  the  publisher  of  any  newspaper 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  will  say,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  this  House  and  the  country,  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  the  contract  for  the  public  printing 
is  a  stranger  to  me,  and  I  have,  therefore,  no  per- 
sonal feelings  in  the  matter  whatever.  I  do  not 
even  know  the  politics  of  the  gentleman,  and 
therefore  1  have  no  poUtical  feelings  to  gratify  in 
this  matter.  My  only  object  is  to  have  the  print- 
ing of  this  House  and  of  Congress  done  in  time, 
and  properly  done.  That  is  my  only  motive.  I 
leave  the  quality  of  the  paper  heretofore  used,  and 
tbe  printing  heretofore  done,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  I  have  given  my 
opinion,  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
given  his,  and  it  is  for  the  House  to  decide  be- 
tween us.  I  presume  a  majority  of  the  gentlemen 
in  this  House  will  admit  that  the  printing  has  not 
been  done  according  to  the  contract  entered  into 
by  the  public  printer,  I  believe  that  this  contract 
system  has  failed;  and  that  having  failed,  it  be- 
comes indispensably  necessary  that  we  should 
adopt  some  other  method  by  which  \*  e  can  have 
this  work  done  expeditiously.  We  have  now  a 
resolution  before  the  House  which  looks  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  necessary  to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  Com- 
uuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

I  shall  insist,  when  the  work  of  this  House  is  to 
be  done,  that  it  shall  be  done  in  a  proper  manner; 
and  while  I  insist  upon  the  most  rigid  economy  in 
giving  out  the  public  printing,  I  will  say — and  I 
believe  the  members  of  this  Houseare  willing  to  take 
the  same  ground— that  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  a 
fair  compensation  for  such  labor,  so  that  men  shall 
not,  after  the  work  has  been  done,  come  before  us 
and  say  they  have  not  been  paid  for  their  work, 
and  have  lost  by  their  jobs.  I  say  this  is  all 
wrong.  We  should  give  them  a  fair  compensa- 
tion, and  insist  upon  tl}e  work  being  done  in  a 
proper  manner  and  at  a  proper  .time.  If  the 
printing  of  this  House  costs  us  a  litUe  more  in 
money,  under  the  arrangement  proposed  to  be  en- 
tered into  by  the  committee  who  have  the  special 
charige  of  ihim  matter,  we  shall  gain  in  other 


respects  more  than  we  lose  in  dollars  and  cents  in 
this.  For  while  I  am  an  advocate  of  economy  in 
the  matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  I  am  an  equal  ad- 
vocate of  economy  in  other  matters,  and  1  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject.  I  would 
not  save  money  in  the  action  of  this  House  at  the 
expense  of  intelligence.  Every  fartlmig  we  spend 
for  the  promotion  of  intelligence  through  our  wide- 
spread and  prosperous  country,  will  return  to  us  a 
hundred-fold,  though  it  may  appear  to  coat  us  a 
large  sum  in  dollars  and  cents.  The  census  re- 
turns should  be  printed  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  given  forth  to  the  country,  to  stimulate  the  in- 
telligence, the  industry,  and  enterprise  of  our  cit- 
izens, and  it  will  return  to  the  coffers  of  the  nation 
a  hundred -fold.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  this 
House  in  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  discussion  of 
this  subject,  for  I  am  aware  that  these  topics  were 
discussed  when  this  subject  was  before  under  con- 
sideration. 1  wish  merely  to  give  my  views,  and 
my  reasons  for  changing  my  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion .  I  desire  the  question  shall  be  speedily  settled , 
and  so  settled  that  the  printing  of  the  House  may 
be  done  in  the  most  expeditious  and  correct  man- 
ner, and  at  the  same  time  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
to  tlie  people  of  this  country  that  information 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  present  time  seem 
to  demand.  I  hope,  sir,  that  this  resolution  will 
be  reconsidered,  and  that  this  question  will  be  re- 
tained in  this  House  and  speedily  acted  upon;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  this  question  to  an  is- 
sue, I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
wiihdi^w  his  call  for  the  previous  question  for  a 
short  time. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  As  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  desires  it,  1  will  withdraw  the 
call,  upon  condition  that  he  renews  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  pre- 
vious question  can  be  demanded  upon  a  motion  to 
reconsider? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  question  of  that. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Gorman]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  confusion  upon  this  sub- 
ject has  created  some  little  excitement,  and  if  1 
could  be  heard  I  am  well  satisfied  that  I  can  sat- 
isfy this  House — I  care,  not  to  what  party  gentle- 
men belong — that  this  question  need  not,  and  ought 
not,  for  the  public  good,  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Gentlemen  upon  both  sides  of  the  House  are  call- 
ing upon  the  Committee  on  Printing — I  am  be- 
sieged upon  the  right  hand  and  Ieft~to  have  the  pub- 
lic printing  done,  and  have  it  laid  before  the  coun- 
try. You  ask  me,  my  friends  ask  me,  what  are 
you  doing  upon  this  subject?  The  point  first  be- 
fore the  House — and  I  stated  it  briefly  when  I  got 
up — is,  Does  this  printing  come  within  the  contract 
of  the  public  printer?  By  reference  to  the  law,  it 
will  be  seen  that  this  species  of  printing  was  ex- 
pressly reserved  from  the  contract.  Every  gen- 
tleman upon  that  committee — the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven^,]  being 
members  of  that  committee  upon  that  side  of  the 
House — every  gentleman  was  clearly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  there  was  no  legal  doubt  upon  the  ques- 
tion at  all.  Then  that  being  settled,  what  next? 
Here  is  a  job — if  you  may  so  call  it — of  census 
printing.  It  has  to  be  done,  and  by  somebody. 
In  the  first  place,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Vinton)  introduced  tliia  census  law  in  the  last 
Congress,  and  he  put  into  that  census  law,  at  the 
request  of  the  authorities  of  Government — I  am 
authorized  to  say  so— ^and  at  the  request  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Administration,  that  this 
preparatory  part  of  the  census  printing  should  be 
left  under  the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Census  Board  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
That  law  so  stipulated  that  it  should  be  so  left 
there.  They  have  had  all  the  preparatory  print- 
ing done  as  fast  as  they  could.  Then  there  was 
another  part  of  the  printing  which  Congress 
said  should  be  reserved,  to  be  done  according  as 
you  might  direct  hereafter.  What  printing  is 
that?  It  is  the  compendiutn,  making — ^if  you 
publish  this  historical  account — about  two  vol-, 
umes  of  tlie  size  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  And 
it  was  shown  to  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Evans,]  who  made  a  speech  yesterday,  not  an 
hoar  ago,  by  tbe  Suprintendent  of  the  Census^ 
that  the  size  of  this  historical  part,  if  published, 
would  only  make  a  volume  of  the  size  of  the  Con- 


gireetumttl  CUobe;  and  if  you  leare  off  this  bittori- 
cal  part,  it  Mrill  make  about  thirty  per  cent.  lew. 
Am  I  right? 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  win 
allow  me,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census  bai 
shown  me  the  book.  The  gentleman  is  perfectly 
correct.  -  He  says  it  will  niMe  two  T<rfume8  about 
the  size  of  the  American  Archives.  If  the  Com- 
pendium of  Maryland  will  make  one  hundred 
pages,  I  argue  from  it  that  the  whole  will  make 
about  four  volumes,  and  not  thirty  Tohinet,  as 
stated"  vest  erd  a  y . 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me,  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, the  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  and  wiQ 
send  it  to  the  Speaker's  table  to  be  read. 

Mr.  GORMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  further  state,  that  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Census  told  me  that  the  spe- 
cimen-work for  Maryland  will  be  laid  on  every 
member's  table  on  Saturday  next;  and  from  that 
every  one  can  judge  for  himself,  if  Maryland 
makes  one  hundred  pages  how  much  the  whole 
Union  will  make. 

The  communication  from  Mr.  Kennedy  was 

then  read,  as  follows: 

Census  Buekau,  January  27,  IS53. 
Sir  :  The  censns  returns,  as  I  propove  to  arran^  ibem. 
will  make  two  volumes  (not  quite  so  mach)  of  (be  size  or 
the  American  Archives.  The  f«cond  volume  of  the  fourth 
series  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  size.  If  my  conupents  are 
omitted,  it  will  reduce  tlie  size  thirty  per  cent. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  G.  KENNEDY. 
Superirtiendeni  Cen$u$  Bmremm, 
Hon.  R.  H.  Stanton. 

Mr.  GORMAN,  (resumine.)  That  letter  from 
Mr.  Kennedy  says,  that  if  the  printing  proceeds 
as  suggested  by  the  Secretary  or  the  Interior,  and 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  it  will  make 
two  volumes  something  leas  than  the  size  of  the 
American  Archives — that  is  about  the  size  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  substantially. 

Now,  the  next  thing  is,  will  this  House  order 
the  printing  of  the  historical  part?  I  will  consent 
— and  my  colleagues  upon  the  committee  will  con- 
sent, I  imderstand — that  you  strike  off  this  histor- 
ical part.  Then  it  will  make  two  volumes— thirty 
per  cent,  less  than  the  two  volumes  I  have  de- 
scribed. It  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  at 
this  time,  that  it  can  be  left  off  without  interrupt- 
ing the  printing  at  all.  Do  you  desire  to  leave  off 
•the  historical  part  ? 

A  Voice,    riol  no! 

Mr.  G.  If  you  do,  I  will  propose  an  amend- 
ment, or  will  accept  one,  that  it  shall  be  IcA  off, 
and  let  the  printing  proceed,  as  is  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Census,  and  of  you  all.  Stnkc  it 
out,  then. 

A  Voice.    Oh  no  !  let  us  have  it  all. 

Mr.  G.    Now,  whether  it  is  struck  out  or  not, 
why  delay?    The  next  thing,  Mr.  Speaker, i«. 
why  is  this  resolution  introduced  with  the  name 
of   Donelson  &  Armstrong?    Will  my  friends 
hear  me?  and  I  will  tell  you  the  reason.    Here  is 
a  job,  reserved  from  the  pubh'c  printer's  contract 
by  the  letter  of  die  law,  to  be  done  by  your  or- 
der.    Who  will  you  rive  it  to  ?    You  have  otm- 
ized  a  committee  in  utis  House,  and  the  ^^^' 
nate  branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the 
Government  has  organized   another  comnutiee. 
The  Democratic  party  of  the  country  are  in  the 
ascendency  here.  You  have  organized  thosewm- 
mittees  with  Democratic  majorities.    Youdujci 
them,  by  a  resolution,  that  they  shall  have  this 
census  printing  done.     Yim  direct  it.  .Ana'*'" 
inquired  of,  occasionally,  by  a  timid  ^^^^^J"^^ 
do  you  introduce  this  resolution  here?    "J^"** 
you  told  me  to.    You  demanded  acu'on.    1  b«ve 
given  you  action.    I  submitted  it  to  a  *^^*^ 
composed  of  a  majority  of  Democrats,    ^^^^ 
Seaton,  Gideon  &  Co.,   Rives,  Hamilton,  nt^ 
Donelson  &  Armstrong,  are  printers  in  this  city. 
When  we  come  forward  to  act,  the  resolution  says 
we  shall  have  this  printing  done.    I  n^ake  a  co  • 
tract    with   Donelson  dk  Armstrong  ^J^^  ^^, 
tenns  as  may  be  considered  ppoper  and  >^®^"*" 
ble.     I  then  put  the  question,  Are  you  «^j'''"^ 
trust  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Hwi*^ 
to  make  a  contract  that  will  be  fair  and  ftoow 
able  ?    We  are   told   that  there  wiD  be  m^^ 
Why,  gentlemen    must   remember,  ^^      ^J^^ 
they  say  that,  they  impugn  the  character 
I  integrity  of  that  commiUee.     Sir.  I  »^^*^  '^ 
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snyself  craworthy  of  a  seat  here  if  I  could  pander  to 

mr  party  predilections — as  strong  as  they  are — ^if 

I  could  80  for^t  myself  as  to  make  a  contract 

that  M^ould  be  anreasonable,  or  give  a  compensa> 

tioa  to  enrich  my  political  friends  at  the  sacrifice 

of  joatice  or  of  the  rights  of  ray  country.    What 

trould  that  committee  do?   'That  committee  would 

oedi  upon  Blair  &,  Rives,  as  one  of  the  members  of 

that  committee  has  already  d^ne  upon  Mr.  Rives, 

and  inquire.  What  did  you  set  for  the  printin?  of 

the  census  in  1849  and  1843?    Answer,  $137,W)0. 

We  have  had  that  to  start  upon.    We  would  then 

call  npon  Grales  d&  Seaton, Grideon  &.  Co.,  and  Mr. 

Rives  and  others^  to  learn  what  diminution  of 

prices  had  occurred  since  that  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 
Mr.  GORMAN.  With  ereat  pleasure. 
Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  state  that  he  had  called  upon  Mr.  Rives  to  learn 
vhat  he  would  do  this  job  tor,  and  to  be  governed 
by  hia  price. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  By  all  means.  We  would  not 
certainly  ^ve  the  contract  to  Donelson  &  Arm- 
strong without  an  understanding  of  the  former 
prices. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  another  Question: 
Why  does  the  gentleman  come  in  here  ana  ask  the 
House  in  advance  to  say  that  we  shall  give  it  to 
Messrs.  Donelson  &  Armstrong?' 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  was  just  coming  to  that 
point,  which  I  hope  to  elimmate  to  the  gentle- 
man's entire  satisraction.  I  stated  that  we  had 
consulted  with  printers  in  reference  to  the  price  of 
printing.  This  has  been  all  talked  over  in  the 
committee,  and  I  am  now  but  recapitulating. 
Why  did  we  put  Donelson  &  Armstrong's  names 
in  here?  I  will  tell  my  friend:  For  the  very  same 
teason  that  if  his  party  were  in  power,  they 
would  put  the  names  of  Gales  &  Seaton,  or  Gideon 
ft.  Co.,  there. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  have  no  party. 
Mr.  GK)RMAN.    The  gentleman  says  he  has 
BO  party. 

Bir.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  desire  sim- 
^  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  if  it  is  not 
flMfceolIection,  and  whether  it  is  not  the  recollec- 
69&  of  the  House,  that  the  preparatory  printing 
of  Cbe  forms  necessary  for  the  taking  of  the  cen- 
aas  was  done  at  the  **  Republic  office,"  and  if, 
when  we  bad  that  subject  under  consideration,  it 
dM  not  appear  to  this  House  that  we  could  not  alter 
the  scheoules  in  a  single  particular,  because  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  caused  this  prelimi- 
nary pnnUn?  to  be  done  before  we  had  passed 
the  bin  ?  Wnile  we  were  engaged  in  passing  that 
bfil,  I  made  repeated  efforts,  and  other  gentlemen 
made  repeated  efforts,  to  change  those  schedules; 
'  but  we  could  not  do  it.  We  could  not  get  a  particu- 
lar description  of  hemp  ^wing  in  my  State  in- 
cluded in  the  schedule.  We  had  been  frustrated 
by  Uie  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who 
had  given  the  job  to  the  partisan  editors  of  the 
^JUpMic,'* 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  gentleman  has  Ailly  ex- 
plained that  matter,  and  I  need  not  repeat  it.  I 
will  tell  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  that 
party  has  something  to  do  with  this  matter.  It 
would  be  dishonorable  in  me  to  disguise  it.  Were 
I  in  power  I  would  give  what  patronage  was  to 
be  given  fairly  and  properly  to  my  political  friends 
instead  of  to  ray  political  enemies. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  want  to  make  a  simple  in- 
quiry. I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  state  that  the  resotlition  only  authorizes  the 
committee  to  make  a  contract  with  Donel^n  4b 
Armstrong.  In  case  they  make  no  reasonable 
contract  I  would  ask  him  what  they  then  inten- 
doing? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  will  answer.  The  contract 
%ith  Donelson  A  Armstrong  for  the  printing  of 
diis  matter  is  to  be  made  upon  such  terms  as  the 
eemmittee  shall  deem  reasonable  and  proper,  and 
not  what  Donelson  A  Armstrong  shall  deem  rea- 
sonable.   That  is  my  answer. 

Mr.  HE2BARD.  That  does  not  answer  my 
ijuestion.  After  the  committee  shall  have  come 
to  their  conclusion  of  what  price  will  be  reason- 
fUe,  and  Messrs.  Donelson  «  Armstrong  wilt  not 
accept  the  terms  proposed,  what  do  they  then 
propose  to  do  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN.    There  is  no  other  remedy 
llietibvt  to  report  the  fact  to  the  House. 
-tfr.  HEBARD.    I  want  to  ask  another  ques- 


tion. Why  not  have  this  resolution  in  such  shape 
that  when  the  committee  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  cannot  make  a  reasonable  contract  with 
Donelson  &  Armstrong,  that  they  shall  make  it 
with  some  other  printer  without  coming  back  to 
the  House? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  apprehend  that  the  gentle- 
man's interrogation  does  not  amount  to  anything. 
It  results  only  in  this,  that  if  we  cannot  make  a 
contract  what  are  we  then  to  do  ?  The  gentleman 
goes  into  a  supposition  that  is  not  at  all  within 
the  range  of  probability. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  It  is  within  the  range  of  a 
business  transaction. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  1  will  not  retort  upon  the 
gentleman,  and  say  as  to  what  he  would  do,  be- 
cause I  will  not  enter  into  that  sort  of  discussion. 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  facts;  and,  as  gentle- 
men have  been  kind  enough  to  listen  to  what!  have 
said,  I  beg  them  to  hear  me  further  upon  the  facts 
of  the  matter.  It  has  been  said  here  that  Donel- 
son &  Armstrong  are  partisan  editors.  True; 
they  are.  Here  is  a  job  that  is  to  be  given  to 
some  one,  and  1  ask  any  gentleman  upon  that  side 
of  the  House,  if  he  haa  the  power,  would  he  not 
give  it  to  his  political  friends  who  would  do  it  for 
an  equally  reasonable  price? 

Mr.  FLORENCE;  May  I  ask  a  single  Ques- 
tion ?  Do  I  understand  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  say  the  public  printer,  so 
called,  is  unable  to  perform  this  printing? 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  I  have  made  no  such  decla- 
r&tion. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  That  he  is  not  entitled  to 
it  under  his  contract? 

Mr.  GORMAN.    Under  the  law. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  want  to  understand  the 
difference  between  awarding  patronage  to  a  Demo- 
crat with  a  newspaper  and  a  Democrat  without  a 
newspaper.  I  cannot  understand  why  a  constitu- 
ent or  mine — and  I  make  that  declaration  here — 
who  is  a  Democrat,  and  by  whose  vote,  in  part,  I 
hold  a  seat  in  this  House,  should  not  be  as  well 
considered  as  a  Democrat  with  a  newspaper? 

Several  Mbmbbrs.    That  is  the  point. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  He  should,  by  all  manner  of 
means. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  will  beg  the  gentleman's 
permission  to  say  another  word. 

Mr.  GORMAN.     1  cannot  yield  further.  , 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  will  go  be^nd  no 
man 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania is  not  in  order,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  refuses  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  GK)RMAN.  My  friend  must  excuse  me, 
but  I  cannot  yield. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Only  one  word.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  GK)RMAN.  The  gentleman  appeals  so 
strongly  that  1  cannot  resist,    i  yield. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  do  not  trouble  the  House 
much.  I  am  a  listener,  a  learner,  a  pupil  here; 
but,  sir,  my  whole  political  life  will  bear  me  out 
in  the  declaration  that  1  go  behind  no  man  in 
awarding  what  patronage  I  can  by  my  personal 
influence  and  vote  to  Democrats. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Thatis  exactly  right.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  am  willing  that  that  sentiment  shall  be  im- 
bodied  in  my  speech.  1  ask  my  friends  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  to  remember  that  at  the 
extra  session  of  Congress  in  184^*43  a  resolution 
was  introduced  into  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Government  in  these  words: 

Retolvei,  Thst  Blair  k.  Rives  be  dismissed  as  the  public 
printer  or  printers  of  the  Senate. 

It  was  passed  by  a  Whig  party  vote,  and  stands 

upon  your  records  as  a  living  witness  coming  up 

in  judgment  against  you.  That  is  admitted.   This 

is  not  a  paralld  case  to  that  at  all.    This  I  say  to 

my  Democratic  friends  is  a  simple  question  whether 

we  shall  give  it  to  our  friends  or  not.    That  is  all 

there  is  in  it.    What  more  do  we  propose  ? 

"  The  work  to  be  executed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  tt>  be  paid  for  as  It  progresses 
by  the  bead  of  the  Census  Bureau,  with  power  to  abate 
from  the  amount  stipulated  if  the  work,  when  executed, 
shall  prove  deficient  or  below  the  standard  which  may  be 
agreed  upon.** 

I  ask  my  friends  what  more  is  there  in  this 
transaction  r  Donelson  &  Armstrong  are  to  do  it, 
and  it  is  oomplained  because  their  names  are  in- 
serted here.  I  tell  you,  if  that  contract  can  be 
S'ven  them,  so  far  as  my  influence  and  vote  go, 
ley  shall  have  it.    Why  will  I  select  them  in 


preference  to  other  Democrats?  1  will  do  so,  J 
tell  my  friends,  because  they  are  the  organs  of  the 
DemoGAtic  party.  Is  that  plain  enough  ?  Is  it 
understood  ?  I  beg  mv  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  let  by-gones  be  by-gones.  I  will  not  raise 
Ban^uo's  ghost  here.  I  will  not  put  the  cup  to 
his  lips.  1  am  willing  to  stand  side  by  side  wiih 
my  honorable  friend  froni  North  Carolina  to  do 
baule  with  him  for  the-  great  Democratic  princi- 
ples of  my  country.  I  do  not  care  whetner  he 
voted  for  the  compromise  or  not.  I  am  not  going 
to  put  the  test  to  his  lips,  if  he  sees  proper  now 
to  march  under  the  banner  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  it  shall  be  laid  down  by  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion. I  ask  him,  a  veteran  in  the  cause  of  De- 
mocracy, when  he  comes  before  the  country,  not  to 
tell  the  people  that  he  is  going  to  prescribe  rules 
for  the  party,  whicli,  if  not  adopted,  he  will  sep- 
arate himself  from  them.  I  ask  nim  to  leave  a  bt- 
tle  to  the  generous  confidence  of  friends  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  all  his  life — a  little 
to  the  confidence  of  those  friends  who  hold  the 
country  dear — who  hold  the  perpetuation  of  our 
institutions  above  all  price.  He  should  act  with 
them,  and  because  of  the  declarations  of  an  indi- 
viduail  who  has  thought  proper  to  be  his  antagonist 
upon  a  political  principle,  he  certainly  is  not  going 
to  stifle  his  voice  in  the  cause  of  his  country. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  trust  that  up  man  here 
will  suppose  that  I  am  deserting  principles,  which 
I  have  professed  for  more  than  thirty  jears,  be- 
cause of  my  dissatisfaction  with  any  individual. 
My  principles  are  independent  of  individuals. 
They  are  founded  upon  tne  convictions  of  my  un- 
derstanding, the  approbation  of  my  conscience, 
and  the  cordial  acceptance  of  my  heart.  From  my 
intercourse  with  my  gallant  friend,  I  shall  be  proud 
to  act  with  him  at  all  times;  but  I  shall  never  act 
either  with  or  without  my  friends,  under  circum- 
stances by  which  1  shall  forfeit  my  self-respect. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  1  have  no  feara  that  my  hon- 
orable fj^nd  will  ever  be  called  upon  to  act  with 
any  other  organisation  than  that  great  and  glo- 
rious Democratic  party,  that  has  borne  the  ban- 
ner of  their  country  always.  They  are  always 
for  their  country.  I  am  proud  to  say  to-day,  be- 
fore God  and  my  country,  that  I  am  for  that 
country  right,  but  in  the  last  resort,  right  or 
wrong.  I  hope  that  I  may  not  find  my  honorable 
friend,  who  nas  differed  with  us  upon  certain 
questions,  which  have  agitated  the  count|*y  from 
centre  to  circumference  during  the  last  Congress. 

foing  up  .to  the  Washington  Union  and  saying,  "I 
old  you  responsible  for  your  opinions — you  shall 
not  share  in  the  patronage  which  I  can  bestow,  be- 
cause you  difler  with  me  upon  these  subjects." 
My  friend,  when  he  says  that  he  will  proscribe 
such  opinions,  could  only  expect  to  be  proscribed 
in  turn.  I  hope  that  no  such  necessity  may 
occur.       ' 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  say,  that  I  proposed  to  open  tliis  subject  to 
free  bidding  everywhere.  I  said  that  they  had  nQ 
claims  upon  me  mdividually.  1  do  not  proscribe 
them,  but  1  open  the  bidding  to  the  printers  of  tlie 
United  States,  so  tliat  we  may  have  a  fair  and  free 
competition. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  This  resolution  proposes  to 
leave  this  matter  to  the  committee.    It  is  not  a 

?uestion  to  be  left  to  Donelson  jSc  Armstrong, 
t  is  a  question  which  our  friends  are  called  upon 
to  leave  to  the  committee  which  you  have  con- 
stituted in  this  House.  We  call  upon  you  to  leave 
the  reasonableness  and  propriety  of  that  contract 
to  the  committee.  Are  you  willing  to  do  it?  tlave 
you  confidence  in  their  integrity  and  purpose  pf 
character  to  discharge  that  duty? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  before 
he  is  done  to  tdl  this  House  why  it  is  inaproper 
to  let  this  printing  by  contract,  and  why  it  is  ^Ke 
contract  system  is  now  to  be  abandoned  ?  The 
insumce  the  gentleman  gave  was  in  }841,  before  the 
contract  system  was  entered  into.  Now,  I  wf^it. 
the  gentleman  to  state  how  much  this  printing 
will  cost.  I  am  informed  that  it  will  cost  about 
million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  am  authorized  to  say,  upon 
the  authority  of  the  very  best  printers,  that  it  will 
not  cost  hall  of  |500,000.  These  diversions  upon 
this  occasion  have  led  me  oflf  from  some  of  th.e 
facts  in  this  case. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Speak  to  the  contract. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  I  was  about  to  speak  upqn 
the  question  of  the  contract  system.    It  is  known 
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to  that  gentleman,  as  he  remarked  yesterday  upon 
the  floor,  that  the  contract  system  had  led  to  diffi- 
culty, and  frauds  upon  the  country  enorjyious  in 
their  character.  The  contract  system  lets  in  every 
individual  to  come  in  and  bid  as  low  as  possi- 
ble, and  their  ruling  motive  seems  to  have  been, 
Uiat  after  a  while  they  were  to  go  before  Congress 
and  ask  that  they  might  be  released  from  an 
onerous  bargain.  Such  is  the  experience — such 
is  the  language  of  my  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Evans.]  He  used  that  language  then,  and  I  pre- 
sume he  will  use  it  again.  I  apprehend  that  this 
system  of  letting  this  work  out  by  contract  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  is  the  ground-work  of  the  most  stu- 
pendous system  of  fraud  ever  perpetrated  upon 
the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Not  if  you  furnish  them  with 
paper. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  If  you  furnish  them  with 
paper,  type,  and  presses,  it  will  not  do.  Every 
Committee  on  Printing  have  found  at  the  bottom 
of  this  contract  system  all  sorts  of  private  under- 
standings and  bargains  for  the  purpose  of  fleecing 
the  Government.  The  Committee  on  Printing 
have  found  this  in  their  experience  now.  Shall 
this  matter  be  reconsidered?  Why  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 
What  do  you  want  to  discuss  ?  Do  my  friends  who 
difler  witn  me  upon  the  subject  of  this  contract 
want  to  getTip  a  war  between  us  upon  the  com- 
promise measures,  whether  they  are  proper  and 
right?  I  do  pray  you,  avert  such  an  evil.  I  am 
frank  to  say,  that  such  a  calamity  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  should  be  avoided;  and  the  man  who 
undertakes  to  arraign  any  one  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  additional  sore,  which  is  now 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  healed,  is  stabbing  the  party 
that  gives  him  power.  I  can  say  to  my  friends 
who  voted  agamst  these  measures,  that  I  feel 
proud  of  their  association.  I  feel  that  I  went  fur- 
ther upon  these i^reat  Southern  questions  than  any 
man  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  I  feel  I 
can  say  to  gentlemen  who  are  not  witl#U8  upon 
the  compromise  measures,  "Peace,  be  still!" 
Does  that  voice— does  that  warning  come  from  a 
Democrat  who  has  wavered?  Does  that  voice 
come  from  a  Democrat  who  has  ever  yet  thrown 
a  fire-brand  into  the  midst  of  his  Southern 
friends?  Does  that  warning  come  from  one  who 
has  ever  turned  to  the  right  or  left  upon  the  great 
eternal  principles  of  non-intervention  ?  Then  I  say 
to  them  that  the  prolongation  of  this  discussion 
will  run  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
VeIiable,]  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bo- 
cocK,]  and  my  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Naberb,]  into  a  dilemma.  I  hope  if  they  love  the 
union,  harmony,  and  organization  of  that  great 
party  that  brought  them  into  power,  that  they  will 
need  the  voice  of  warning. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  ask,  what  I  do  not  often  ask 
upon  this  floor,  that  the  gentleman  will  yield  me 
the  floor  for  one  moment.  I  ask  this  because  of 
my  very  sincere  respect  and  regard  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Gormak.]  I  do  not  often 
ask  any  gentleman  who  is  speaking  to  allow  me 
the  privilege  of  introducing  one  word  while  he  is 
speaking.  While  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is 
proclaiming  peace  to  the  Democratic  party  upon 
one  subject,  I  ask  him  if  he  does  not  know  that 
there  are  other  subjects  upon  which  the  Demo- 
cratic party  are  divided  ?  I  ask  if  he  does  not  feel 
in  that  loyal  and  honest  heart  of  his,  that  there  is 
as  much  need  of  harmony  upon  those  other  ques- 
tions as  in  relation  to  the  compromise?  And  I 
ask  him,  if  he  expects  us  here  to  say  Peace,  when 
his  friends — I  do  not  say  him—proclaim  peace 
only  upon  one  subject,  and  give  us  war  to  the 
knife  upon  other  vital  subjects  ?  I  ask  him  if  it 
will  do  to  tell  me  that  the  friends  of  the  Wash- 
ington Union  will  give  us  peace  upon  the  compro- 
mise, when  they  are  giving  us  war,  and  war  to 
the  knife,  upon  the  subject  of  State-rights? 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  I  apprehend  that  more  evi- 
dence has  been  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  BococKjI  and  that  it  is  the 
very  thing  to  be  avoided.  Where  is  the  Demo- 
crat here  who  does  not  see  a  monster  exhibiting 
itself  here,  a  hydra-headed  monster,  which  is 
stinging  the  very  heart  of  the  Democratic  party  ? 
Where  is  there  an  individual  who  has  witnessed 
the  assault  of  my  gallant  friend  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  BococK,]  who  will  not  agree  with  me  in 
saying,  *<Peac«,  be  still."  Supposing  that  one  of 
our  friends,  who  conducts  a  newspaper,  does  not 


agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Bocock] — supposing  that  upon  the  subject 
of  State-rights  he  does  not  concur  fully  in  some  of 
the  details,  I  say  to  the  gentlemen  that  we  intend 
to  put  no  poison  in  their  cups. 

Mr.  NABERS.  The  remark  I  intend  to  sub- 
mit is  not  atall  intended  to  interfere  with  the  prog- 
ress of  this  discussion,  nor  is  it  intended  to  indi- 
cate that  I  feel  injured  by  not  being  permitted  to 
address  the  House  this  morning.  I  wish  simply 
to  know  if  there  is  any  new  question  before  the 
House  differing  from  (he  one  upon  which  I  had 
the  floor  this  morning?     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  call  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Gorman]  to  order? 

Mr.  NA  BERS.  No— I  only  asked  for  inform- 
ation.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GORMAN,  (resuming.)  I  was  simply 
saying  that  objections  had  been  urged  to  Donelson 
&,  Armstrong.  That  subject  was  my  text.  Why  ? 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Venable]  had  asked, why?  With  regard 
to  certain  questions — certain  political  principles,  I 
was  giving  as  a  reason  why  they  ought  not  to 
have  weignt.  I  am  in  order,  I  believe;  why  ?  be- 
cause I  am  directing  ray  remarks  to  the  point 
whether  the  names  of  Donelson  db  Armstrong 
should  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  resolution.  But 
I  am  done  upon  the  subject  upon  which  I  was 
speaking.  I  leave  that  to  the  mag^nanimity  of 
men  who  have  never  failed  to  show  it  when  they 
have  been  put  to  the  test;  I  leave  that  to  the  mag- 
nanimity of  men  who  are  called  upon  on  this  occa- 
sion to  regard  the  admonition  which  I  have  in  an 
humble  way  suggested  to  them,  •*  Peace,  be  still." 
Do  I  propose  to  Northern  men  to  put  any  cup  to 
their  lips  ?  Do  I  require  them  to  say  that  every 
line,  sentence,  syllable,  comma  and  semi-colon  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law  is  right?  Do  I  require  my 
honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ven- 
able] to  say  that  every  line  and  syllable  of  the 
Texas  boundary  bill  is  right.  I  oo  not  require 
any  such  thing.  I  do  require  acquiescence  in 
these  measures;  I  desire  peaceable  acquiescence  in 
them. 

I  come  back  now  to  the  question  of  this  print- 
ing; and  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
siae  of  the  House  to  know  whether,  if  they  held 
the  power  and  had  this  contract  to  give,  and  the 
choice  was  left  to  them»  at  the  same  fair  and  rea- 
sonable^tes,  they  would  not  give  it  to  their  po- 
litical friends? 

Mr.  BELL.    No,  not  without  competition. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Ah  !  then  there  is  a  gentle- 
man stti  f^eneris.  He  belongs  to  a  different  race 
of  men  from  any  that  I  have  ever  yet  seen.  He 
must  belong  to  some  party  that  I  have  never  yet 
heard  of.  [Laughter.]  He  would  not  prefer  a 
political  friend — one  possessing  all  the  elements  of 
qualification — to  a  political  opponent !  God  save 
me  from  such  a  political  partisan  as  that !  He 
isan  Ishmaelite.  [Laughter.]  He  must  have  his 
hand  against  everybody  andf  everybody's  hand, 
I  apprehend,  must  be  turned  against  him. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  to  this  House 
that  I  ask  my  friends  to  reconsider  this  question. 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  an  explanation  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Why,  yes,  with  pleasure,  if 
it  is  not  too  long. 

Mr.  BELL.    I  will  not  make  it  long. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  want  to  know,  first,  if  the 
gentleman  is  the  one  who  answered  me  just  now? 

Mr.  BELL.    I  am  the  man.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  sir. 
[Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  members  mn  this  side  of  the 
House,  knowing,  at  the  same  tnnfr,  that  if  he  kept 
the  floor  under  the  permission  of  the  other  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Srblton]  who  lets  it  out,  they  would 
have  no  opportunity  to  reply.  I  may  have  been 
out  of  oraer  in  saying  "  No,  not  without  com- 
petition," but  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  in 
8a)ring  that,  I  meant  that  I  would  not  place  in 
jeopardy  the  interests  of  my  country  to  favor  an 
individual  of  my  own  party,  by  giving  an  exorbi- 
tant price  for  the  work.  I  would  do  as  any  pru- 
dent individual  would. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  presume  the  gentleman 
would. 

Mr.  BELL.  Now,  I  understand  that  by  this 
resolution  you  tie  your  own  hands. 


Mr.  GORMAN.  Not  at  all.  The  gemfenMu 
wants  to  pursuade  ixp,  that  we  tie  our  own  hands 
by  putting  in  those  potent  words,  **  Dondson  4 
Armstrong;"  that  is  the  bugbear. 

Mr.  BELL.  You  ask  the  House  to  tie  yoos 
hands  for  you. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  turned  to  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  asked  them  if,  in 

f riving  this  job,  the^  had  to  choose  between  a  p»> 
itical  friend  and  a  political  foe — occupyiug  equal 
positions-in  society,  of  equal  ability  ana  integrity, 
and  willing  to  take  it  at  the  same  reasonable  prii*et, 
they  would  not  prefer  to  give  it  to  their  political 
friend  ?    The  gentleman  answered  no. 

Mr.  BELL.    That  was  not  the  question. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  answered  that  the  gentle- 
man  must  certaii>ly  be  suigtneru.  I  did  not  mean 
anything  personal. 

Mr.  BELL.    Oh,  I  did  not  understand  yoa  so. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Well,  then,  allow  me  to  pro- 
ceed .  This  resolution — to  come  back  to  it  again — 
has  been  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  When 
it  gets  there  all  these  nrtattera  al>out  the  question 
of  State  rights  and  Free-Soil,  and  the  Massachu- 
setts coalition,  will  be  brought  un;  the  House  will 
be  kept  in  9.  furor  for  ten  or  nfteen  days,  and 
when  this  resolution  gets  out,  I  expect  tJie  mil- 
lennium will  come. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)      I  do  not  know 

that  I  perfectly  understand  the  resolution  which  is 

under  discussion.    I  do  understand  it  to  propose 

to  make  the  action  of  the  committee  definite  with 

regard  to  this  printing.  Now,  1  ask  the  genllemaa 

from  Indiana  if  he  will  accept  the  amendment 

which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  is  in  tliest 

words: 

Providei,  That  no  contrsct  made  by  said  committee  AtV 
be  of  any  binding  force  or  effect  until  the  same  it  npoMtf 
to  and  approved  of  by  both  Houses  of  Congrets. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  Committee  on  Printiiy 
are  to  make  a  contract  under  the  law  of  1846. 
That  law  provides  that  it  shall  be  a  part  of  their 
duty  to  attend  to  this  portion  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. When  the  committee  haye  made  a  contract 
with  Donelson  &  Armstrong,  they  will  do  just 
as  they  have  done  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
and  in  other  cases.  I  haye  before  me  the  contract 
with  Trenholm  A,  Belt;  the  committee  reported  it 
to  this  House,  and  it  is  marked  **  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives— ^Miscellaneous  Documents,  Ntf.  10.*' 
The  contract  is  laid  before  the  House;  everybody 
reads  it;  everybody  knows  vyhat  it  is;  and  if  thai 
contract  has  upon  its  face  an  unreasonable  rate 
of  compensation,  it  is  within  the  province  of  this 
House  at  any  moment  to  arraign  that  contrad 
and  to  know  the  causes — the  why  and  the  where- 
fore. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  gentleman  does  not  under^ 
stand  me.  I  do  not  want  to  get  into  any  difficulty 
with  any  contractors  to  do  the  prinong  of  th« 
House.  I  want  the  contract,  when  it  is  entered 
into,  to  bind  both  us  and  them.  Idolnotwant 
any  afterclaps,  any  quarrels,  any  difficulties  or 
misunderstandings;  and  I  prefer*  therefore,  that 
the  action  of  this  committee  shall  come  to  us  for 
approval.  Let  us  have  no  more  of  these  discus- 
sions, whether  we  shall  set*aBide  a  contract  after 
we  have  entered  into  it. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  do  understand  the  gentle- 
man's amendment,  and  1  now  say  that  if  the 
Speaker  decides  that  I  have  a  right  to  accept  that 
amendmeat,  I  will  most  cheerfully  do  it.  I  hare 
not  the  slightest  objection  that  our  contract  •*»**' °J 
reported  to  this  House,  and  that  the  House  shall 
confirm  orrejectit.  My  friend  from  Missouri  must 
see,  however,  that  the  House  will  have  to  repeal  the 
law  of  1846,  before  we  can  do  that.  That  law  left 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  Still  Ihtfeno 
kind  of  objection  to  the  amendment.  I  will  accept 
it — if  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so— if  it  will  w^jj* 
cile  the  feeling  of  any  individual.  But,  why  as* 
me  to  accept  it  unless  it  will  do  that? 

Mr.  HALL.    1  will  say  to  the  genUemao,  that 
it  will  reconcile  me  to  the  resolution.  . 

Mr.  HAVEN,  (Mr.  Go  an  am  yielding  the  flowO 
I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion  or  two,  lest  iwre 
should  be  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  ^^'Iv** 
'some  portion,  at  least,  of  theComrtiilt««<>n  '^[*r" 
ing  entertain  upon  the  subject  of  the  *.***"'.  Jul 
authority  conferred  upon  that  conunittw  hy  tw 
joint  resolution  of  1846.  .    *  ■  , 

1  understand  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  iom 
Committee  on  Printuig,  that  the  printing  of  ""^ 
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oHmoB  peuirns  does  not  come  within  the  contract 
with  the  pobttc  printer.  Tliat  beings  so,  then,  I 
submit  to  the  House  that  that  committee  have  no 
more  power  over  this  subject  than  thev  have  over 
any  other  .subject  that  raa^  interest  the  members 
of  the  House.  They  are  a  committee  to  take  cart 
of  that  portion  of  the  printing  which  is  provided 
for  under  the  joint  resolution  of  1846— of  that  print- 
ing, and  that  only.  Now  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  says — and  I  concur  with  nim  in  that  re- 
spect— that  by  tlie  law  under  which  this  census  was 
taken,  provision  was  made — after  providing  for 
the  printing  of  the  preliminary  blanks — that  all  the 
other  priniinz  was  thereafter  to  be  executefl  at 
CongTtst  »hoM  direcL  Now  that  Printing  Com- 
mittee, as  I  understand  it,  was  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  that  such  printing  as  came  within 
the  joint  resolution  of  1846,  was  executed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  joint  resolution,  and  when, 
therefore,  it  is  decided  that  the  printing  of  this 
cen8i%  does  not  come  within  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  I  say  it  withdraws  from  the  operation 
of  the  power  of  the  committee  the  entire  control 
of  this  business.  These  are  the  views  which  I 
entertain  upon  the  subject;  and  while  I  have  the 
Boor  I  will  say  further,  with  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  that  it  is  a  little  difficult 
n>r  me  to  understand  precisely,  by  what  right  this 
resolution  is  here.  It  hns  never  been  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  by  this  House. 
It  is  true  that  the  other  branch  of  Congress  did 
refer  a  similar  resolution  to  the  joint  committee 
for  consideration;  and  it  is  also  true  that  the  joint 
committee  did  act  upon  that  resolution,  and  report 
it  back  to  the  other  oranch  of  Congress.  But  no 
such  resolution,  emanating  from  this  House,  has 
been  referred  to  the  committee.  The  resolution 
has  originated  there,  without  its  having  been  com- 
mitted to  them  by  this  House. 

I  make  these  remarks,  not  because  I  desire  to 
di0CU88  this  question  in  its^  political  bearings,  in 
any  way  or  shape,  but  because  T  desire  the  House 
to  understand  that  when  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
Huston,  in  my  own  mind,  that  this  census  print- 
ing does  not  come  within  the  contract  of  the  pub- 
Be  printer,  and  is  not,  therefore,  within  the  joint 
namution  of  1846, 1  hold  that  it  is  not,  conse- 
jnwslly,  within  the  control  of  the  Committee  on 
Privcing. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  1  spoke  upon  that  subject 
before.  ^  I  stated  that  a  resolution  precisely  simi- 
lar to  this,  to  give  the  census  printing  to  Donelson 
4l  Armstrong,  provided  they  will  contract  for  it  on 
reasonable  and  proper  terms,  was  submitted  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing  by  one  of  the  coordi- 
nate branches  of  the  GK>vernment — the  Senate. 
The  members  of  that  committee,  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  cooperated  in  recommending  that  that 
feaolation  should  be  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  What 
next  ?  The  Senate  postponed  action  on  the  sub- 
ject for  two  weeks.  1  then  proposed  to  the  joint 
committee  that  we  should  take  un  the  resolution 
and  report  it  to  the  House,  ana  if  the  House 
should  pass  it,  it  would  expedite  this  printing. 

Now,  what  shall  we  do  m  order  to  act  in  good 
fiuth  with  both  parties?  We  have  reportra  to 
this  House  the  same  resolution,  which,  with  a 
slight  variation,  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
we  ask  ^rou  to  pass  it.  Why?  It  is  to  stop  the 
clamor — it  is  to  stop  the  cry  that  the  public  print- 
ing is  not  going  on.  All  we  ask  is,  that  you  shall 
give  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  the  power  to 
make  a  contract  with  Donelson  A  Armstrong,  if 
it  can  be  done.  If  it  cannot  be  done,  there  is  an 
end  of  it.  We  ask  that,  and  that  is  all  we  ask. 
Will  yo^  give  it?  If  you  ^ill,  I  see  no  necessity 
for  speaking  upon  the  subject  of  States-rights,  se- 
cession, Pree-Soilism,  or  anything  else  here  upon 
this  question.    Grentleraen  want  to  know  why  we 

npose  to  give  the  job  to  Donelson  db  Armstrong. 
B  because  we  befieve  they  will  be  able  to  do  it 
as  well  as  any  one  else,  and  as  low  as  anybody 
else,  and  we  prefer  to  give  it  to  them,  because  they 
are  political  friends.  1  presume  I  shall  not  be 
misunderstood  in  this.  Now,  I  ask  that  you  will 
sustain  this  committee,  constituted  by  your  order, 
in  this  resolution  which  they  have  reported  to  the 
House  according  to  your  oraer.  It  is  before  you, 
and  I  ask  you  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  every  gentleman 
who  has  had  experience  in  this  House  knows 
Ihst  if  it  fpe«»  you  might  as  well  consign  it  to  the 


tomb  of  the  Capulets  at  once.  In  obedience  to 
what  I  consider  to  be  a  pledge  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Skelton,]  I  now  move 
the  previous  question,  though  I  will  withdraw  it 
if  any  gentleman  desires  to  ask  a  question  for  in- 
formation upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  Is  it  for  information  unon 
this  subject?  If  it  is,  I  will  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  for  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  is.  i  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  this  question:  If  the  House  refuse  to 
pass  this  resolution,  I  want  \o  know  when  and 
where  we  may  expect  to  have  this  printing  done? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman. 
If  the  House  refuse  to  pass  this  resolution,  the 
committee  will  then  be  at  sea  without  chart  or 
compass. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  desire  to  inqiiire  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Gorman]  has 
not  yielded  the  floor? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  is  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  If  any  gentleman  desires  to 
ask  any  question  for  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  printing,  I  will  yield  the  floor  for 
that  purpose^ 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  withdraw  the 
previous  question.  The  gentleman  made  a  long 
speech,  and  closes  up  by  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana has  withdrawn  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  he  is  still  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  whether,  if  the  previous  question 
be  seconded,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Skelton]  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  this  resolution  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  prevails,  if  we  do  not  go  back  then 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question  ? 
And  I  desire  to  inquire  further,  whether  if,  when 
we  go  back  under  the*  operation  of  the  previous 
question,  any  amendment  can  be  oflTerea  to  the 
resolution  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  will  say  this,  I  call  Ue 
previous  question. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  to  ky  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Upon  that 
motion  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion bemg  taken,  there  were — yeas  134,  nays,  51; 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercroinbie,  Aik<)n,  Alllfon,  John  Ap- 
pleton,  William  Appletnn,  Ashe,  Averett,  Dnl>cock,  Bar- 
rere,  Bell,  Bitrighaim,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Bowne,  Bran,  Bren- 
ton,  BrifEKfs  Bmoks, Geo.  H.  Brown«  Burrows,  E.  C.  CatMll, 
Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Tliompson  Campbell,  Cart^ 
ter,  Chandler,  Chasiain,  Clark,  Clingman,  Colcock,  Conger, 
Cottman,  Callom,  Curtis,  Dimniick,  Dockery,  Doty,  Dun- 
can, Dnrkee.  EasUiian,  Edgerton,  Evans,  Fanlkner,  Pick- 
lin.  Fitch,  Flofeace,  Fowler.  H.  M.  Fuller,  Gambl*;,  Gen- 
try, Giddinics,  Gilinore,  Goodenow,  Goodrich,  Grey,  Grow, 
Harper,  Isham  6.  Harris,  SaroMoa  W.  Harris^  Haws, 
Hascall.  Haven,  Hehard,  Hnlladay,  Horsfbrd,  Houston, 
John  w.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Jenkins^  Andrew  John- 
son, James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  6. 
W.  Jone»,  J.  Glanry  Jones,  Geonre  G.  Kins,  Preston  King, 
Kuhns,  Kurtx,  Mann,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Miutin,  McDon- 
ald, McNair,  Meacham,  Meade,  Miller,  Millson,  Miner, 
Molony,  John  Moore,  Morehead,  Morrison,  Murphy,  New- 
ton, Orr,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Peaslee,  Penniman,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rantoul,  Russell, 
Sackett,  Schermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonniakcr,  Scud- 
der.  Smart,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Sumton,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens,  Stone,  Strother,  Sweetaer,  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Thompson,  Townehciid.  Tuck,  VenaUe,  W«lt>ridge,  Wal- 
lace, Wali4h,  Ward,  WaUcins,  Welch,  Wells,  Addison 
White,  Alexander  White,  Williams,  Woodward,  and 
Yates— 134. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Breckenridge,  Busby,  Churehwell,  Cobb,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Disney,  Dunham.  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord, 
Gorman,  Green,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hart,  Hendrieks,  Henn, 
Hibbard,  HUlyer,  Howard.  Ingersoll,  Letcher,  Lockhart, 
Mason,  McLanahan,  McMuUin,  Murray,  Nabers,  Ol da, 
Penn,  Polk,  Price,  Rohbins,  Robinson,  Savage,  Scurry, 
David  L.  Sevmour,  Origen  S.  Se>-monr,  Skelton,  Freder- 
ick P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.. Stevens, 
St.  Martin,  Strattour  Stuart,  George  W.  Thompson,  Wil- 
cox, and  Wildrick— 51. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  POLK.  It  is  now  the  usual  hour.  IrooTe 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 


PETITIONS,  kc. 

7*he  followinf  petitions,  memorials,  kc,  were  presentsd 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  Uie  appropriate  committee* : 

By  M#8TUART :  Several  petitions  of  citixens  of  La- 
porte,  Indiana,  and  Berrien  county,  Michigan,  frr  the  Im- 

Kmvement  of  the  harbor  at  New  Buffalo,  in  said  State  of 
liehigan. 

By  Mr.  GROW:  The  petition  of  citixens  of  Susque- 
hannah  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  a  mail  route  IVom  Sus- 
quehannah  dpp6t,  on  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad,  to 
Lenox,  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK:  The  petition  of  merchants,  sbi|^- 
ownerf,  millers,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  praying  Conj;ress  lo  make  an  appropriation  to  rd>uild 
the  foundation  of  the  light  honso  nt  Oswego. 

Al^,  the  petition  of  citixens  of  Oswego  ooonCy,  New 
York,  praying  that  the  military  Imunty  land  law  of  1850 
may  oe  extended  to  tlie  widows  of  otAcers  and  soldiers  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  naid  law,  whether  married  or  unmar- 
ried at  the  time  of  application. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  memorial  of  merchants,  ship- 
ownent,  underwriters,  and  other  citixena  of  Philadelphia, 
interested  in  the  commerce  of  that  port,  reoioiistratiug 
ngainst  the  repeal  or  impairing  \hc  efficiency  of  the  existing 
law  relative  to  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralti'  against 
sliipe  and  vessels,  and  asking  for  additional  and  definite 
legislaiion  upon  the  suhiect.  « 

By  Mr.  BOWNE :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  for  a  lifht-hou:«c  on  Mill  Reef. 

By  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  HliiMis:  The  petition  of  J.  Parkin- 
son and  60  otiier  citixens  of  Markm  county,  Bute  of 
Illinois,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  carried  upon  the 
Sabbath  day. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
Hutchison  &  Co.  and  41  others,  citixens  of  the  United 
States^  creditors  of  Texas,  pmyiug  for  the  enactment  of  a 
law  tu  secure  the  payment  of  tlieir  claims  on  Texas  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SCUDDER,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  the  petition  of  Elijah  Swifl  and  othsrt,  of 
Massachusetts,  asking  an  appropriation  tbr  the  preaervaUon 
of  the  bar1>or  of  Great  Hoods  Hole,  and  the  accoinpanyinff 
papers,  be  taken  from  the  Ales  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Also,  that  the  petitions  of  WilHam  C.  Startmck  and  others, 
Josiah  Oradlee  and  others,  Charles  Holden  and  others,  Enoa 
Kent  and  others,  Thomaa  Nickerxon  and  others,  Ezra  Phin- 
ney  and  others,  William  V.  Kent  and  others,  and  Robert 
B.  Williama  and  others,  citixens  of  Massachuseus,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  (br  a  breakwater  at  Great  Point,  Nan- 
tucket, lie  taken  ftom  the  lilea  and  retiBcnd  to  the  Comsiit- 
tee  on  Commerce. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedwbsdat,  JontMry  28,  1852. 
Prayer  hy  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  BtrrLBR. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  Urn,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliaiice  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  26th  instant,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Bri^dier  Genera]  Talcott  to  Colonel  B.  lin- 
ger, dated  November  1, 1850;  which  was  read,*and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Newbold,  assistant  marshal  for  taking 
the  Seventh  Census  in  Pasquotank  County,  North 
Carolina,  prayins  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv . 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  petitions  of  Ann 
Robinson,  William  K.  Jennings,  and  Aphia  W. 
Jennings,  the  legal  representatives  of  William 
Bean,  praying  compensation  out  of  the  fund  pro- 
vided by  tne  treaty  of  Ghent  for  negroes  carried 
off  by  the  Britisn  troops  in  the  war  of  1812; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  praying  additional 
compensation. 

Ordtredf  That  it  Ue  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  Board  of  Common  Council,  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  praying  that  that  city  may  be  made 
a  port  of  entry;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  i)resented  the  petition 
of  Charles  Mason,  county  Judge  of  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  preying  the  aid  of  the  United  States 
in  the  coi\9truction  of  a  court-house  and  jail  for 
that  county;  which  was  referred  lo  the  Conamittee 
on  the  Jucuciary. 

IRISH  EXILED  PATRIOTS. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  one  of  the 
most  respectable  meetings  ever  assembled  at  De- 
troit, and  at  which  the  Grovemor  of  the  State  pre^ 
sided,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  pending 
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before  us,  for  the  intercession  of  this  Government 
with  that  of  England ,  to  obtain  the  release  of  Smith 
O'Brien  and  the  other  exiled  Irish  nairi^s,  now 
suffering  for  political  offences  in  a  British  penal 
colony,  in  the  Southern  ocean.  1  fully  concur 
with  the  sentiments  expressed  in  these  resolutions, 
which  I  think  have  been  prepared  with  good  feel- 
ing and  good  judgment,  ana  in  the  measure  it  is 
desired  Uie  Government  should  adopt.  For  my 
own  part,  I  see  no  poUtical  objections,  no  indeli- 
cacy even  in  such  a  course,  not  of  interference, 
in  my  view,  but  of  merciful  suggestion ;  a  just  tri- 
bute to  t^e  advancing  opinions  of  the  age. 

How  much  nobler  is  the  friendly  expression  of 
interest  and  hope  like  this,  conceived  and  commu- 
nicated in  a  proper  spirit  of  deference  and  respect 
for  another  power,  than  the  angry  remonstrances 
which  crowd  the  pases  of  diplomatic  history  in 
every  age  of  this  worm !  Such  a  proceeding  is  an 
intercourse  of  good  offices  honorable  to  the  mo- 
tives of  the  country  adopting  it,  and  to  the  coun- 
try  receiving  it,  if  received,  as  1  trust  this  would 
be,  with  the  feelings  of  confidence  and  regard 
which  dictate  our  conduct.  Of  course  it  imposes 
no  obligations  upon  either  of  the  parties,  though 
certainly  its  favorable  issue  could  not  fail  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  between  England  and 
us.  The  Government  of  that  country  well  knows 
that  this  is  not  a  case  where  our  application  is 
uncalled-for,  or  which  originates  in  unworthy 
motives.  It  knows  well,  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  our  population  is  connected  with  Ire- 
land, either  by  birth  or  descent,  and  that  many  of 
them  are  connected  also  by  the  ties  of  blood  with 
these  unfortunate  exiles.  They  sympathize  deeply, 
as  do  indeed  the  whole  American  people,  with  tne 
hard  fate  of  these  banished  patriots — a  feeling,  I 
have  no  doubt,  which  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  England,  ana  one  which  animates  the 
English  people,  and  which  they  never  fail  to  dis- 
play when  such  occurrences  take  place  in  other 
countries. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  this  proceeding  wiII*open  the 
way  for  similar  applications,  and  that  it  is  an  im- 
proper interference  with  another  Government,  ond 
It  has  also  been  feared  tJiat  we  might  be  embar- 
rassed hereafter  by  the  very  precedent,  applied  to 
ourselves,  which  it  is  now  sought  to  estaolish. 

Mr.  President,  a  great  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  opinions  of  the  world,  on  the  subject  of  po- 
litical onences.  They  nowhere  carry  with  them 
reproach  or  shame.  They  riolate  indeed  exist- 
ini:  laws,  but  they  generally  originate  in  the  most 
pmUeworthy  motires,  and  are  pursued  at  the 
nazard  of  every  earthly  good,  as  Washington  and 
a  host  of  other  illustrious  men  in  ancient  and  in 
modern  days  pursued  their  patriotic  enterprises. 

Nothing  more  distinctly  marks  the  improved 
condition  of  public  feeling  than  the  abolition  in  all 
constitutional  governments  of  those  atrocious  and 
revolting  punishments,  once  inexorably  inflicted 
by  power  upon  patriotism.  To  feel  and  express 
commiseration  for  such  victims  is  now  acknowl- 
edged to  be  consistent  with  every  principle  of^  the 
most  rigid  morality.  They  are  recognized  as 
being  unfortunate,  but  not  vicious.  Indeed,  they 
are  often  noble  men,  as  are  those  whose  cnse  en- 
gages our  attention,  and  who  deserve  the  kind  in- 
terest of  the  world,  both  from  their  motives  and 
their  character,  and  also  from  the  position,  once 
high,  but  now  low,  to  which  they  have  fallen,  and 
in  consequence  of  an  effort  made  not  for  them- 
selves, but  for  their  country.  It  cannot  be — there 
is  not  the  slightest  danger  of  it — ^that  such  a  na- 
tional application  will  ever  be  made  in  any  case  but 
in  one  like  this,  which  is  as  far  from  moral  guilt 
OS  innocence  is  firom  crime.  Let  no  one  fear  that 
Ihis  example  vrill  ever  be  used  or  abused  for  the 
purpose  or  intermeddling  with  the  ordinary  crim- 
mal  proceedings  of  other  powers.  The  vicious 
will  find  no  commiseration  for  their  punishment, 
nor  will  any  friendly  hand  be  stretched  forth  to 
aid  them.  And  even  in  this  case,  however  much 
our  interest  might  have  been  excited,  it  would 
have  probably  led  to  no  action,  had  Mie  not  found 
A  justifieation  in  the  circumstances  I  have  stated. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  ground  to  apprehend  that 
nations  might  become  embarraased  oy  such  appli- 
cations, or  that  they  would  lead  to  ill  will  or  mis- 
understanding. As  to  improper  interference,  it 
appears  to  ine  an  entire  misconstruction  of  the 
term  to  apply  it  to  a  case  like  this.  It  is  not  in- 
terference at  all;  it  is  intercession.  It  is  a  simple 
request,  made  from  the  best  motives  in  the  best 


spirit,  and  presented  in  the  most  unexception- 
atle  language,  and  it  leaves  the  British  Gov- 
ernment free  to  act  its  own  pleasure,  without 
giving  us  the  slightest  offence,  should  the  result 
be  unsuccessful.  How  such  a  course  can  be 
construed  imo  improper  interference,  it  passes 
my  powere  of  comprehension  to  perceive,  as  it  did 
two  years  ago,  to  understand  how  the  refusal  to 
make  an  appropriation  to  maintain  a  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  Vienna  could  be  an  unjustifiable  in- 
terference with  the  Austrian  Government.  And 
after  puzzling  myself  upon  the  subject,  time  iind 
again,  I  am  just  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  It 
is  best  to  let  a  little  common  sense  into  our  diplo- 
matic questions,  and  not  be  too  sensitive  as  to  the 
expression  of  our  sentiments  under  proper  circum- 
stances. Depend  upon  it,  sir,  we  shall  l>est  pre- 
serve our  own  self-respect  by  such  a  course,  and 
secure  the  respect  of  the  world. 

If  this  request  is  granted,  it  would  be  an  act  that 
would  produce  i|  most  favorable  effect  upon  the 
people  of  this  country;  and  if  refused,  as  I  have 
•aid,  there  the  matter  would  end,  unless,  indeed, 
the  British,  Government  should  so  far  forget  what 
is  due  to  itself  and  to  us,  as  to  give  a  rude  answer, 
not  justified  by  the  circumstances,  nor  the  manner 
of  the  application.  I  have  no  belief,  sir,  that  such 
a  ^jatuitous  folly  would  be  committed;  and  even 
if  It  were,  we  should  find  some  means  of  not  being 
left  in  debt  upon  the  occasion.  National  dignity 
is  a  good  thing,  but  let  us  not  be  everlastingly 
afraid  that  ours  is  in  danger. 

As  to  the  encouragement  that  this  step  would 
give  to  similar  applications  by  other  powers  to  us, 
it  does  not  occasion  me  the  sligrhtest  concern. 
When  such  a  case  occurs  here,  and  a  like  interest 
is  felt  elsewhere,  and  from  like  circumstunces, 
and  an  intercession  is  made  for  a  similar  object, 
and  in  unexceptionable  language,  I  trust  it  will  be 
received  in  the  best  feeling;  aye,  and  granted,  too, 
unless  there  are  far  stronger  objections  to  the 
measure  than  there  appeare  to  me  to  be  in  the 
present  instance.  If  there  could  be  any  fear, 
which  I  am  satisfied  there  would  not  be,  of  the 
release  of  these  banished  sufferers,  lest  they  might 
again  become  dangerous,  let  them  be  sent  to  this 
great  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations, 
where  we  shall  'be  ready  to  receive  them,  and  ad- 
mit them  to  all  the  privileges  of  our  political  sys- 
tem as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution 
will  permit.  If  England  hails  their  departure,  we 
should  welcome  their  arrival. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  precedents, 
whose  appearance  I  anticipate  on  this  occasion,  ns 
an  old  enemy,  always  upon  the  alert  to  enforce  the 
atand'Stitl  policy.  Par  once  let  us  put  a  foot  down 
without  firat  peering  carefully  about  to  ascertain 
if  a  foot  was  ever  placed  in  that  precise  spot  be- 
fore. Let  us  yield  to  the  generous  sympathy  of 
our  nature.  Let  us  obey  the  inspirations  of  the 
age,  and  try,  where  the  trial  is  proper,  ••  to  set 
the  prisoner  free."  If  the  world  must  have  pre- 
cedents, let  us  make  one;  they  have  been  made 
before  us;  and  this  will  be  a  precedent  for  peace, 
and  not  for  war;  for  mercy,  and  not  for  vengeance 
nor  oppression;  a  precedent  for  intercession  be- 
tween Governments,  in  favor  of  suffering  human- 
ity. Let  us  set  an  example,  if  there  never  was 
one  before. 

There  have  been  examples  enough  of  folly  and 
cruelty  in  naUonal  intercommunications.  We 
shall  lose,  neither  in  position  nor  character,  by 
endeavoring  to  furnish  some  of  wisdom  and  mer- 
cy. If  success  follows  the  effort  it  would  be  a 
brighter  page  in  our  history,  than  is  supplied  by 
the  bloodiest  and  most  renowned  of  our  battle- 
fields. I  shall  vote  for  the  original  resolution, 
even  if  it  is  not  modified,  because,  though  the 
President  has  declined  to  enter  into  a  diplomatic 
correspondence  with  the  British  Government  upon 
.  this  subject,  on  an  application  recently  made  to 
him,  I  (To  not  underetand  that  he  would  have  any 
objections  to  such  a  measure,  if  Congress  should 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibiUty  of  inviting  his 
action;  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  President  would 
be  gratified  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
ject, by  means,  that  might  appear  to  him  proper, 
as  he  expressed  upon  that  occasion,  the  sympa- 
thies, that  an  American  citizen  and  an  American 
Chief  Magistrate  ought  to  feel,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. But,  sir,  there  is  a  mode,  in  which 
this  expression  of  national  feeling  may  be  ob- 
tained, and  this  difficulty  and  othere  too,  that  baye 
been  urged,  avoided,  and  that  is,  by  so  modifying 


the  resolution,  that  it  shall  not  require  a  fonaal 
communication  to  the  British  Government,  but 
shall  be  merely  the  expression  of  the  deep  interest 
the  American  people  f%e{  in  the  fate  of  these  ei^ilet, 
and  our  hope,  that  they  will  be  vpeedily  restored 
to  the  condition  of  freemen. 

This  course  would  require  no  formal  £plomalic 
correspondence,  though  U.  would  make  part  of  our 
legislative  history,  testifying  thr  feelings  of  the  ; 
people,  and  would  become  known  to  the  Briiitb  ' 
Government,  through  their  Minister  or  through 
our  own,  in  on  informal  way,  as  is  often  the  case,.  • 
and  also  by  the  public  journals  of  the  day,  and  ' 
the  moral  effect  would  be  as  great  as  a  more  direct  ^ 
application.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  British 
Cabinet  would  hesitate  to  yield  tA  a  wish  of  this  ■ 
country  so  unexceptionably  expressed. 

Mr.  President,  is  it  surprisinr  that  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  whole  American  people  is  so  generally  , 
awakened  by  misfortunes,  as  deplorable  a^these 
coses  present,  and  which  appeal  so  powerHlly  to 
the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  in  sr  eipecitl 
manner  to  that  large  class  of  our  fellow-citizen.<), 
who  trace  their  origin  to  Ireland }  Wherever  there 
is  political  oppression  in  the  world,  the  heart  of  an 
Irishman  is  wit)i  the  oppressed,  and  his  head  and 
hands  too,  when  the  suffering  is  within  his  reach. 

Ireland  has  furnished,  and  yet  furnishes,  a  great 


of  harsh  and  hard  laws  at  home,  the  emigrant 
from  that  unfortunate  land,  knows  how  to  volar 
liberty  here;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  pheoome- 
non  to  find  an  Irishman  who  was  not  ardently 
attached  to  the  Constitution  and  union  of  thett 
States. 

And  this  attachment  they  have  sealed  with  their 
blood,  upon  every  baltle-f5eid  from  Ctuebec  to  Mex- 
ico; defending  with  unsurpassed  valor  the  stani- 
ard  of  our  country,  from  Montgomery,  who  fdl 
almost  under  the  Arctic  Circle,  to  my  friend  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  who  poured  out  his  blood 
like  water  beneath  the  northern  tropic,  and  ^ve 
me  a  proof  of  regard,  Ttirelj  offered  or  received 
by  man,  by  sending  me  the  expression  of  his 
kind  recollection,  when  he  and  the  friends  around 
him  thought  the  hand  of  dsoth  was  upon  hira, 
and  from  which  condition  his  recovery  was  little 
less  than  miraculous.  He  who  has  no  syrapajhy 
with  such  citizens,  nor  part  in  their  sympathies, 
has  few  feelinM  in  common  with  me. 

As  the  resolution  is  already  before  us,  I  mofe 
that  these  proceedings  lie  upon  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.    Let  the  resolutions  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  them  aa  follows: 

Wberew,in  the  jrear  1648,  when  ttie  pfople  of  IrclMd 
felt  deepty  aggrieved  for  tbeir  political  and  social  coadUioaf 
and  alleged  that  that  coridiUon  was  in  a  crest  meatfire 
owing  to  the  admfnistmtfve  poffcy  of  the  Covtmroent  of 
England  townrdi  that  cnuntrv : 

And  whereas  Bfeenrf.  O'Brien,  ifitdieU,  M«ff55 
O'Donohue,  Martin,  O-Dougharty,  and  other*,  de«»«diwt 
a  resort  to  revolutionarv  nieni^urcff  was  the  nuly  **'*'^/ 
presented  hy  which  to  reilrew  the  grievancev  eomptidned  or: 

And  whereas  their  error,  if  tiiey  did  err,  w*»  one  of  opin- 
ion n»  to  the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  to  reinedy  the  entung 
evils  and  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  people  of  I»™*r 
whioh  suflTerings  and  the  necessity  for  reHef  were  adniiltM 
by  ti>e<loveniNient  of  England:  .^-n-j 

And  wliereas  the  means  adopted  5y  ttiesepomfcalowoj- 
ers  against  the  existing  authorities  of  the  Britisb  B"t|^ 
rei>uUed  in  their  coudemnation  and  bauishmeat  to  a  peiw 
colony :  ^  ^ 

And  whereas  we  deeply  deplore  thrtr  present  «iiflenngp» 
and  anxjoonly  desirs  Miek  lalease  aad  restoiatioQ  to  Vtm 
ibmilies  and  to  society :  ^ 

And  whereas  a  resolution  is  now  pending  before  the  t-""- 
gress  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  following  words,  to  wu; 

«« Be  U  reaohted,  4*e.,  That  in  cohsideraUon  of  the  g*"^* 
sympathy  fWt  by  the  people  of  the  United  Stxm^  omtm 
O'Brien,  Thomas  F.  Msogher,  and  their  iainicdi*lg*g^ 
cinles,  (exiled  Irish  patriots,)  and  ti»e  warm  ^^■^^■"Jl 
felt  by  the  coontrvnicn  of  these  di^nguii^hed  «"neren,]^ 
have  become  citizens  of  the  ITniled  States,  the  P'wwj;" 


of  the  United  Stales  be  requested  lo  authonse  a  o* -j^ 
spondence  to  be  opened  with  thaGovemmeatoi  ner  jw^ 

S',  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  »PP*"!S  in 
le  magnanimity  of  the  British  Government  "•JP^K;  rf 
their  behalf,  and  respMffbUy  req«estin|  t^VjJrTJrrtTo 
these  personages  from  ttieir  present  cosllneioeBt,  J"?,  . 
offer  to  receive  them  upon  the  hospitable  shoietw  »«■  « 
ted  Staten."  . .   tg^nsn. 

Retohfd,  That  we  deeply  sympathixe  witli  M^ 

O'Brien,  Mitchell,  Meagtaar,  and  their  •'^'^^^JzSihi 
and  heartfty  respond  to  CbesMmUments  oon«dnedn»<^  ^ 
ol^ects  contemplated  by,  the  fbregoing  ^^^SHH^iMiret 
spectAiily  recommend  to  our^eoators  snd  Rn"**'^  -j^ 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  thst  ^^J^  * 
to  the  same  an  earaest.  eordUri,  and  eftciflrt  "JfS^iMtrt 
BMolved,  That  we  do  not  assume  *'?'*jl3iile«c- 
the  right  to  dictate  lo,  or  in  any  wise  iatdrfw*  '''^^ 


im. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


409 


^  fionofuiy  Ibreifn  power,  to  relation  to  itft  domestic  policy, 
bM  as  a  reember  ot  the  great  family  of  nations,  desiroiu  of 
cultivatiAf  in  the  besru  ofgoveninMnM  a  care  for  the  hap- 
piacw  of  individuals,  a  soliciliido  for  (heir  improvement, 
and  a  liympatiiy  tor  their  sufierinips^e  wiab  to  exureaa  in 
thii  fbmt  our  paiaAtI  sense  of  the  condition  of  the  individ- 
mlfl  in  qiM*«ciun,  and  a*k  Mich  renpect  for  our  application 
ti  may  comport  with  the  dignity  and  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  the  humane  and  liberal  pentiincul  of  the  age,  be- 
bevlng  that  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  christian 
BMmlky  haa  induced  an  international  sympathy  which  we 
fiMl  AiBy  Josiifies  aurh  a  procedure  on  our  part. 

Retoimedy  That  the  strength  of  the  Britisth  Empire  and 
ttH>  present  tranquiltit}-  of  Ireland,  forbid  the  idea  that  these 
pohtieal  ofi^nders  cannot  be  set  at  liberty  with  safety  to 
the  Government,  and  that  when  the  pubUc  security  or  the 
leftKniation  of  the  sufferer  is  not  the  purpo«e  or  the  appa- 
rent tendency  of  puniahnient,  but  tlie  reflection  of  terror 
and  the  gratincation  of  resentment,  it  only  tends  to  exns- 
peimte  i^  victims,  corrupt  its  authors,  and  deaden  the  moral 
sense  of  tfie  community  which  it  affects. 

Rt9oltB€4.  That  the  exercise  of  this  act  of  clemency  and 
Bcrcy  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  in  obedience 
Id  Ike  reque^  of  America,  would  lend  to  efface  the  asperity 
wfaicb  became  ioierworen  with  the  early  history  of  the 
Bc^MBblic,  and  establish  more  plainly  the  relations  of  amity 
and  peac«,  which  now  bo  happily  exist  between  the  two 
Gov«voment8. 

Re^oim^d,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  ret- 
slmtofM  be  forwarded  by  the  president  of  this  roeetinf  to 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  i^tates,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
tnl  States  Senate,  and  each  of  our  Senators  in  that  body, 
and  ftw  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  eaeh 
•f  oar  Repreaentatives  in  that  body. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the 
Senace  but  a  moment;  but  I  rise  to  express  my 
cordial  approbation  and  assent  to  every  word 
whieli  has  so  eloquently  fitllen  from  the  lips  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  it  is 
nu^y  that  I  allow  myself  to  throw  a  considera- 
tion persoDal  to  mvseif  upon  this  body,  or  upon 
any  body  which  1  have  the  honor  to  address; 
bot  upon  this  occasion  I  hope  the  Senate  will  in- 
dolge  lae  for  a  moment,  if  1  suggest  a  single  fact 
that  nay  excuse  somewhat  the  warmth  which  I 
fied  <m  this  subject. 

Sir«my  mother,  many  years  dead,  was  the  only 
efaiid  of  an  Irish  exile.  His  name  was  O'Brien. 
And  1  should  feel,  if  in  this  place,  or  in  any  place, 
whcnrver  and  wherever  a  word  of  sympathy  is 
t»  be  axpresKed  for  an  Irish  exile  and  an  O'firien, 
thai  1  should  be  false  to  every  pulsation  of  my 
heai^  io  every  drop  of  blood  that  flows  in  these 
veins,  aad  to  that  which  no  man  can  be  false  to, 
the  oMHBsry  of  a  deceased  mother,  if  I  did  not  ex- 
pnm  ic  No,  sir;  let  whatever  consequences,  per^ 
sonaJ  or  political,  stanl)  in  the  way,  so  long  as  the 
fabod  of  my  mother  lows  in  my  veins,  and  so 
loB^  am  I  remember  who  I  am,  and  what  I  am, 
vhatevsr  words  of  sympathy,  of  coimsel,  or  of 
eoooaragement,  an  Irish  exile  can  have,  that  he 
aiiaU  have  from  me. 

These  are  the  reasons  and  the  motives  which 
impel  me,  and  they  are  powerful  beyond  and  over 
everything  else.  1  confess  that  if  I  have  an  im- 
pube  asd  a  passion,  which  is  reckless  and  uncal- 
cubtting  as  to  consequences,  it  is  when  an  appeal 
is  lAttde  to  my  heart  for  an  Irish  exile,  more  par- 
ticularly and  emphatically  when  that  exUe  is  an 
O'Bnefl.  Sir,  I  fo  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan — -I  go  for  this  movement  with  all 
■ly  heart;  and  I  yield  to  the  truth  of  another  dec- 
laration of  the  honorable  Senator  and  that  is,  that 
the  heart  of  the  Irishman  is  with  the  oppressed. 
I  do  Doi  want  to  give  that  a  technical,  focal,  or 
fanatical  meaning.  It  is  true  there  is  an  old  max- 
im of  the  common  law,  that  **  corporations  have 
00  seals;"  and  hei>ce  it  is  inferred,  that  having  no 
•ouls  they  have  no  S3rmpathies,  no  affections,  and 
no  hearts.  It  mayJiave  been  true;  but  I  trust 
that  this  great  corporation  of  States  and  commu- 
nities may  come  forward  and*demonstrate  to-day 
that  that  exploded  idea  of  the  common  law  is  not 
true  as  relates  to  this  great  corporation  of  munici- 
palities and  States;  and  that  we  shall  demonstrate 
that  we  have  souls  and  hearts  that  can  feel. 

If,  from  motives  of  State  policy,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  decline  to  interfere,  it 
will  he  none  the  less  true  that  the  resolution  of  the 
American  Senate  has  been  spoken,  and  that  it  has 
spoken  and  echoed  and  reechoed  the  sentiments 
of  the  great  American  people,  and  that  will  carry 
with  U  all  the  moral  force  that  it  is  entitled  to. 
So  far  as  that  is  concerned — the  moral  force  that 
is  to  be  attached  to  the  declaration  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  American  Senate — with  all  respect 
to  l^e.I^resident  of  the  United  States,  I  tell  him  it 
is  of  very  little  ^consequence  whether  his  name  is 
affisfd  to  it  or  not,    Tmc  resolution  will  have  been 
entertained,  (he  Senate  will  have  spoken,  and 
whether  the  Britiib  Government  shall  lend  a  re- 


sponsive ear  to  the  interposition  which  we  propose 
to  make  or  not,  it  will  have  its  moral  effect,  and  it 
will  reach  and  cheer  the  hearts  of  these  victims  of 
oppression  in  tlieir  lonely  and  desolate  place  of 
exile.  Sir,  it  will  do  that  if  it  does  nothing  else; 
and  it  will  teach  another  lession — it  will  teach  the 
oppressed  the  woHd  over  that  the  nations  of  the 
earth  have  exploded  and  are  exploding  the  notions 
that  corporations,  great  and  sniall,  have  no  souls, 
and  that  they  have  learned  that  the  men  of  which 
thev  are  composed  have  souls,  and  have  hearts, 
ana  that  they  do  not  forget  the  promptings  which 
spring  froin  those  hearts;  that  they  assume  the 
responsibilities  which  belong  to  them  as  Senators. 
Having  said  thus  much  I  leave  the  subject,  with 
the  earnest  hope  that  the  Senate  will  consent  to 
act  favorably  in  relation  tb  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  would  like  to  say  a  single 
word  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  question  be- 
fore the  Senate,  but  by  unanimous  consent  the 
Senator  cannroceed. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  There  are  many  reasons 
which  would  induce  me  to  take  an  active  part  for 
the  release  and  pardon  of  these  patriots  who  have 
been  made  so  much  thesubject  of  eloquent  eulogy. 
Permit  me  to  say,  however,  that  if  the  object  of 

fentlemen  be  to  procure  the  release  and  pardon  of 
ohn  Mitchell  and  Wm.  Smith  O'Brien,  I  believe 
they  are  taking  tlie  very  worst  course  that  could 
be  suggested  to  accomplish  the  object.  If  a  prop- 
er application  were  to  be  made  to  the  British 
Gtueen,  by  an  appeal  to  the  British  Minister,  or 
in  some  other  mode  that  would  be  likely  to  be  ac- 
ceptabfe,  as  an  appeal  to  her  clemency,  perhaps 
the  object  might  be  attained.  But  if  in  applying 
for  the  pardon  of  these  patriots,  you  uae  the  lan- 
giiage  of  reproach  to  theBritish  Government,  you 
might  as  well  expect  to  release  a  victim  with  his 
hand  in  the  wolf's  mouth,  bv  irritating  the  wolf. 
If  you  expect  to  attain  the  ooject  contemplated — 
ana  I  am  sincerely  disposed  to  take  every  reason- 
able measure  to  effect  it — it  is  jiot  to  be  done  by 
reproaching  the  British  Government. 

There  are  many  considerations  which  would  in- 
duce me  to  take  a  special  interest  in  the  fate  of 
these  gentlemen,  particularly  in  the  fate  of  one  of 
them.  I  allude  to  Mr.  Mitchell.  I  have  thought 
that  something  might  be  done,  but  not  in  this  way 
-—not  by  making  it  a  subject  of  pohtical  discus- 
sion— (by  that  course  we  might  cheer  the  Irish 
and  rouse  them,  and  obtain  their  applause  and 
support,  for  ought  I  kndw,  but  we  shall  not  sub- 
serve the  end  contemplated  of  procuring  the  par- 
don and  release  of  these  prisoners) — for,  by  that 
course,  we  shall  defeat  the  very  object  in  view. 
Why,  do  you  suppose  that  you  can  approach  the 
British  Government  and  tell  them  that  this  is  our 
opinion,  and  that  it  must  yield  to  the  demonstra- 
tions of  public  feeling  in  America,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  their  government?  I  will  answer  for  it, 
that  John  Bull  has  resentment  enough  to  hurl  back 
upon  you  any  such  attempt  to  influence  his  policy 
by  a  legislative  demonstration  of  this  kind.  No, 
sir;  it  is  a  false  step — permit  me  so  to  say.  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  any  resolution  in  favor  of  these 
patriots,  who  have  been  banished  from  their  coun- 
try because  they  loved  it;  and  who  were  willing 
to  run  the  hazard  of  mezuiures  of  redress  for 
wron^,  which  they  supposed,  at  least,  they  were 
suffering  under.  Surely* something  must  be  par- 
doned to  the  spirit  of  liberty,  under  which  they 
acted.  My  sympathies  are  with  them,  ^ut  to 
make  my  views  effective,  I  am  not  going  to  take 
a  step  of  this  kind,  which  I  know  must  result  in 
failure.  If  we  are  to  do  things  of  this  kind,  when- 
ever we  may  think  it  convenient,  in  relation  to 
foreign  Governments,  we  may  involve  ourselves  in 
the  predicament  of  making  a  demonstration  when 
we  cannot  back  it  by  any  legislative  act  whatever. 
I  am  not  willing  to  see  the  American  Senate  or 
the  American  Government  place  itself  in  the  situa- 
tion which  it  cannot  maintain.  If  you  intend  to 
take  this  position  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
pardon  of  these  exiles,  you  are  not  to  do  it  by 
menaces  and  reproaches;  you  are  not  to  do  it  by 
mere  vain  declarations,  that  the  institutions  of 
Great  Britain  are  rotten,  and  that  we  intend  to 
correct  them  by  our  interference,  and  rescue  Ire- 
land. The  object  will  not  be  attained  by  declara- 
tions of  this  kind. 

I  would  to  Grod  I  could  take  some  step  for  the 
release  of  John  Mitchell  and  Smith  O'Brien.  I 
will  not  state  all  that  1  have  done  in  relation  to  this 


matter;  but  I  have  been  perfectly  willing  to  join 
with  others  to  approach  the  British  Government 
in  such  a  way  as  to  procure  their  pardon.  I  be- 
lieve it  might  have  been  done,  or  that  something 
might  have  been  done  towards  it;  but  1  cannot 
countenance  a  proceeding  of  this  kind,  which  I 
think  must  result  in  utter  failure, 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  do  not  mean  to  speak  on  this 
subject  at  present;  but  I  do  wish  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina  that  I  feel  there  is  great  force 
in  the  remarks  he  has  made  this  mornine;.  I  feel 
that  the  object  cannot  be  accomplished  by  an  at* 
tack  upon  the  British  Government.  My  object  in 
rising  at  this  time  was  to  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  the  resolution  which  is  now  on  the  table,  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject,  in  order  that  some  future  day 
may  be  assigned  for  its  consideration.  I  leave 
that  day  at  the  discretion  of  the  Senate;  but  I 
wish  the  resolution  to  be  taken  up  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible.  When  it  shall  be  taken  up  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject.  I  would 
state  that  I  wish  the  resolution  to  be  taken  up  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment  so  as  to 
avoid  making  it  a  diplomatic  measure.  My  ob- 
ject is  so  to  modify  the  resolution  as  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  a  repulse  on  the  part  of  the  English 
Government.  I  aliould  be  very  sorry  to  see  this 
Government  make  nn  application,  officially ,  to  the 
British  Government,  which  that  Government 
would  be  authorized  to  treat  with  contempt.  As 
a  citizen  of  this  country,  I  should  be  one  of  the 
last  to  seek  to  place  this  Government  in  that  con- 
dition. My  object,  therefore,  is  to  put  the  resolu- 
tion into  such  a  form  as  that,  while,  indirectly,  ii 
will  accomplish  the  object,  as  I  trust  it  will,  we 
shall  at  the  same  time  preserve  the  dignity  of  this 
Government  under  all  circumstances,  ana  give  no 
earthly  or  reasonable  cause  of  offence  whatever  to 
the  British  Government.  When  the  resolution 
shall  be  called  up  at  some  future  day,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  put  it  into  that  shape;  or  il  I  should 
not  be  able  to  accomplish  it,  I  hope  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan,  who  has  already  made  the- 
suggestion,  and  other  Senators  more  experienced 
than  I  am,  will  aid  me  in  the  accomplisnment  of 
that  end. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  he  had  better  lay  his  amendment  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  let  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  like  to  have  aseariy 
a  day  as  possible  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Why  not  to-morrow ? 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  (after  consultation  with  sereral 
Senators.)  I  will  say  Monday,  as  I  believe  there 
is  no  special  business  before  the  Senate  for  that 
day.  In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  1  will  not  call  up  the  resolu- 
tion until  to-morrow;  and  I  will  prepare  my 
amendment  in  the  mean  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU  slate  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  question  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  as  the  resolution  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  refers  is  on  the  table,  this  discussion 
is  altogether  out  of  order.  It  has  only  been  tol- 
erated by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.-BADGER.  I  merely  wish  to  remind  the 
Chair  tliat  there  is  as  much  a  subject  of  discussion 
now  before  the  Senate  as  there  was  when  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  made  his  speech. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  aware  of 
that;  but  he  did  not  know,  until  the  resolutions 
were  handed  up  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
what  that  Senator  was  about  to  bring  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  held  the  resolutions  in  my  hand 
while  I  was  speaking. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Ibelieve  that,  under  the  rules, 
no  Senator  can  make  a  speech  unless  there  is  some 
subject  before  the  Senate.  There  must  either  be 
a  motion  pending,  or  he  must  make  a  motion  be- 
fore he  can  make  a  speech. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did  not  know, 
until  he  saw  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  MicHT^n,  whether  there  was  any  sub- 
ject properly  before  the  Senate. 

Tne  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SOULE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  corporate  authoritiaa 
of  Shreveport,  Loui«ia»a,  on  the  tiles  of  the  Senate,  rela- 
ting to  a  Marine  Hospital  at  that  place,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
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Ordered.  Thni  the  petition  or  Joaepb  H.^.  Bowinar,on 
the  files  or  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  it  was 

OrdereHy  That  the  docnmenti  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
reiatins  to  the  claim  of  John  P.  Dural,  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afl'aira. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 

Ordered.  That  the  memorial  of  WiUiam  Y.  Hansel!,  WU- 
liam  U.  Underwood,  and  the  le^al  representatives  of  Sam- 
uel Rockwell,  deceased,  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  it  was 

Ordered  J  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  Joseph 
Valliere  D*Hauterive,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  mearage  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  C^alifornia  claims,  communicated  the 
fifith  instant,  be  referred  to  the  t  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  PROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
*  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
joint  resolution  to  provide  ice-boats  for  the  Poto- 
mac river,  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  tlie  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  a  bill  **  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,'  '*  reported  it  back 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  the  ninth  volume  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of  F. 
McManus,  reported  a  bill  for  extending  like  prin- 
ciples to  those  conferred  by  the  act  entitled  **  An 
act  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  merchandise 
exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and 
Santa  F^,  Mexico,  and  to  the  British  North  Amer- 
ican Provinces  adjoining  the  Uunited  States,"  ap- 
proved March  3,  1845,  to  foreign  merchandise 
ex{)orted  to  Mexico  by  certain  indicated  routes; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  dis- 
diarged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
merchants,  underwriters,  and  others,  interested  in  com- 
merce, presented  the  Slst  instant. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  remit  or 
•refund  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
destroyed  by  fire,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 

was  referred  the  bill  fortherelief  of  Williams,  Sia- 

'  pies  dc  Williams,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Fer- 
guson, surviving  partner  of  the  firm  of  Fergtison 
db  Milhado,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referral  the  memorial  of 
William  Woodbridgc  and  Henry  Chipman,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  services  in  adjusting  titles  to 
land  in  Michigan,  reported  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  MiUlary  AfiUrs  be  dis- 

cham^d  from  the  farther  consideration  of  Uie  memorial  of 

J.  Smith,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Comminee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
George  Hervey. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charced  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorials  of 
marshals  and  assistant  marshals,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation for  their  services  in  taking  the  Seventh  Census, 
which  have  been  referred  to  tlmt  committee,  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 
Ordsred,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dischanred 
(torn  the  farther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Gad 
Humphries,  and  that  the  same  be  referral  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Atlkirs. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Mr.  McRAE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal 
the  proviso  in  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  «An  act 
Tnaking  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Grovernment  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  1852,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
approved  March  3,  1851,  relating  to  the  payment 
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of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Territories  of  ll 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  SOULE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  naval  dep6t 
in  or  near  New  Orleans. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  DOWNS  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  L.  E.  L.  A.  Lawson,  sole  surviv- 
ing heir  of  General  Eleazer  W.  Ripley,  deceased; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

SAN  DIEGO  RIVER. 

Mr.  GWIN  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retolred,  Tlmt  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfiHira  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  nece8»««ry  to  divert  the  river 
of  San  Diego  into  False  Bay;  wiiich  river  now  empties  into 
the  bay  of  San  Diego,  and  by  its  deposit  is  itradnally  filling 
up  mid  hay,  thereby  creating  a  formidable  otMtructiou  to  its 
navigation. 

DEBATES  OP  THE  SEVATE. 


Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  the  honorable  gm- 
tor  will  withdraw  that  motion,  as  it  is  importaat 
that  we  should  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.  McRAE.  L  withdraw  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  move  m  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eraiion  of  the  resolution  until  to-morrow,  at  om 
o'clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM.  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  buii- 
ness;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doon 
were  reopened,  and,  on  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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On  moUon  by  Mr.  NORRIS.and  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  vote  ordering  the  resolution  for  settle- 
ing  the  accounts  for  reporting  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  was  reconsidered. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution;  and  having  been  amended  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Norris,  reads  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  ha  is 
hereby,  authorised  and  instructed  to  audit,  and  from  time  to 
time  to  settle  the  account  of  John  C.  Rives,  for  the  reports 
of  tlie  Senate  proceeding;!  and  debates  published  in  the 
"  Daily  Globe,»»  at  iJ7  50  per  column :  Provided,  howerer, 
That  in  auditing  and  yettliug  such  accounts  nothing  shall  be 
allowed  for  the  publication  of  revised  speeches,  a  re|K>rt  of 
which  has  once  been  published,  nor  for  messages  and  re- 
ports from  the  executive  officers  of  the  Government,  nor 
fbr  reports  from  committees  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Footb,  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Badgcr 
as  follows: 

A  Revolution  declaring  the  Measures  of  Adjustment  to 
be  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing  out  of 
domestic  slavery. 

Be  U  resolved,  That  the  series  of  measures  embraced  in 
the  acts  entitled  "An  act  proposing  to  the  State  of  Texas 
the  eetablishment  of  her  Northern  and  Western  boundaries, 
the  relinquishment,  by  the  said  State,  of  all  territory  claimed 
by  her  exterior  to  said  boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  esiaUish  a  territorial  govern- 
ment for  New  Mexico,"  approved  September  9, 1850;  "An 
act  fbr  the  admission  of  the  State  of  California  into  the 
Union,"  approved  September  9. 1850 ;  "An  act  toeatablisb  a 
territorial  government  for  Utali,"  approved  September  9, 
1850 ;  "  An  act  to  amend  and  Hupplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled *  An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  Justice,  and  persons 
e«icaping  from  llie  service  of  their  raastera,*  approved  Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793,  »♦  approved  September  18,  1850 ;  and  "  An 
act  to  suppre!^8  the  »Iave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
approved  September  90,  1850.  commonly  known  as  the 
"  Compromise  Act*,"  are,  in  the  judgment  of  this  body,  a 
senlement  in  principle  and  substance — a  final  settlement  of 
the  dangerous  and  exciting  subjects  which  they  embrace, 
and  ought  to  be  adhered  to  bv  Congress  until  time  and  ex- 
perience shall  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  fhrther  ladsla- 
lion  to  guard  against  evasion  or  abuse. 

Mr.  DAVIS  addressed  the  Senate  at  some  length , 
ill  opposition  to  the  resolution.  His  speech  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi has  intimated  a  dcaire  to  address  Uie  Senate 
on  this  suMect. 

Mr.  McRAE.    That  was  my  intention. 

Mr.*  MANGUM.  1  will  very  cheerfully  give 
way  to  the  gentleman  for  that  purpose.  If  I  can 
get  the  floor  when  he  shall  have  concluded  his  re- 
marks, I  will  endeavor  to  get  rid,  if  such  be  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  of  the  further  consideration 
of  this  resolution.  I  think  the  debate  on  it  has 
been  wholhr  unprofitable;  and  if  it  produces  the 
slightest  effect  on  the  public  mind,  it  will  be  that 
which  is  pernicious  and  deeply  injurious.  How- 
ever, out  of  courtesy  to  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, who  is  here  for  the  first  session.  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  ^ive  way  to  him;  but  I  hope  I  shall 
be  able  to  obtain  the  floor  after  him. 

Mr.  McRAE.  Mr.  President,  I  thank  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  North  Carolina  for  the  cour- 
tesy which  he  has  extended  to  me;  but  there  will 
not  be  time  enough  to-day  for  me  to  make  the  re- 
marks which  I  desired  to  make  on  this  resolution, 
and  the  questions  embraced  in  it.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Senate  to  adjourn  nowt  so  as  to  enable  me  to 
•peak  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  January  28, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 

by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgav. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  rend  and  approred. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  that  the  House  resoln 

itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 

the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  do  not  prerail,  I 
ask  what  will  be  the  first  business  then  befbivUie 
House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wiU  be  the  caU  of  com- 
mittees  for  reports. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  hope  it  will  be  the  pleamre 
of  the  House  to  allow  the  morning  hour  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  House  wiU  t^ 
into  Committee  of  the  W  hole,  and  finish  the  Mex- 
ican indemnity  bill.  It  is  verr  necessary  that  the 
House  should  come  to  some  final  action  upon  tliai 
subject  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  t  apteai 
order  for  to-morrow,  and  gentlemen  mustscelfae  im- 
portance of  disposing  of  the  indemnity  binto4ay. 
Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  go  into  ConnmiUee  of  the  Whole,  in 
order  to  allow  me  to  make  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  It  is  a  report  which  I 
am  confident  the  House  ia  anxious  to  receive;  nod 
I  submit  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
HopsTOif]  whether  it  will  not  better  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  House  by  allowing  this  report  now 
to  be  made? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  House  have  no  ob- 
jection  to  receive  the  report  of  which  the  pentl^ 
man  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McLanahak]  (i^ 
sires  to  present^-as  it  is  a  report  which  will  hare 
an  important  bearing;  on  one  of  the  appropruuion 
bills—I  shall  not  <&ject;  but  I  must  decline  to 
withdraw  my  motion  to  go  into  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania can  present  his  report  only  by  uoani- 
mous  consent. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  object,  unless  the  other  com- 
mittees be  allowed  to  present  reports. 

Mr.   HOUSTON.    I  now  his  to   press  my 
motion  to  go  m to  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;   ami  upon  that  motion  I  aik 
,  the  yeas  and  na)rs;  which  were  ordered. 
I      Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  desire  to  ask  if 
I  the  bounty  land   bill,  which  is  made  the  spedai 
order  for  to-morrow,  will  not  then  take  precedence 
of  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill  ? 
The  SPEAKER.    It  will  take  precedence. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.    At  the  request  of«ni]eroeD 
around  me,   I  ask  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.    I  do 
not  wish  imnecessftrily  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  call  fortheycM 
and  nays  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  for  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Houston  and  Fowler  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellen  re- 
ported—ayes 101,  noes  29. 
So  the  motion  prevailed. 

*  MEXICAN  INDEMNITY  BIIX. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  iuU) 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioo, 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  first  booness  in 
order  to  be  the  annual  message  of  the  Preftdent 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  resolution  of  the  get)- 
tieman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  to  refer  it 
to  the  several  standing  committees. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  more  to  take  up  Houw 
bill  No.  46,  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect,  in 
further  part,  tbe  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Mexico,  oonchided  at  Qaudalupe  Hidalf  o. 

Tbe  mdion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  read 
■■' follows: 

BtU  enadeijte-tThtit  the  nun  of  ^180,000  be,  and  the 
nine  is  herelty  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea»- 
iry  not  ntherwi»e  appropriated,  fur  the  payment  of  the  in* 
Mallraent  and  inlertwl^  which  will  tUl  due  on  the  30th  of 
May,  JSSa,  under  the  twelfUi  aitiele  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico,  made  and  concluded  at 
GoadaUupe  Hida)^,  on  the  3d  orFebrtiary,  1848. 

,       The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  pending 
)    to  be  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Cftlifornia  [Mr.  Marshall]  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnson.] 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
was  read  as  follows: 

'"  And  that  Mid  stun  be  paid  over  to  the  |»oper  aadiorttiea 
of  Mexico  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uuited 
Slates  under  the  mpcrrision  of  the  President.*' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Califor- 
nia, to  the  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 

*^  ProHAedf  That  the  President  may  cause  the  payment 
la  be  ouule  at  such  time  and  in  snch  manner  aa  will  be  moat 
accepoifaic  to  the  GoTemment  of  Mexico." 

Mr.  MEADE  demanded  tellers  upon  the  ques- 
tion, but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Johnson,]  and  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  refected. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  If  there  is  no  amendment 
pending-,  I  move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise 
•od  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  desire  to  offer  the  following 
unefMlinent: 

*•  To  be  paid  in  a  manner  conformably  to  the  request  of 
^  Mexican  Government.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to 
mj  irhat  I  should  like  to  say,  but  I  reel  I  could 
Dot  permit  the  opportunity  to  pass  without  stating 
dtttmett^  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  my 
viewm  with  regard  to  this  matter;  and  my  present 
pornoee  is,  upon  some  future  occasion,  when  I 
•bail  imfe  time  and  opportunity,  to  elaborate  the 
matter,    1  desire  now  simply  to  state,  in  the  time 
aUocted  to  me,  that  the  correspondence  submitted 
to  the  House,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
bis  substantiated  the  charges  before  this  commit- 
tee.    And  I  now,  standing  in  my  place  as  one  of 
t^  representatives  of  the  Amencan  people,  dis- 
tiactly  and  specifically  arraign  the  present  Admin- 
iitration,  at  the  bar  of  the  public  opinion  of  this 
iniereats  intrusted  to  their  care.    I  arraign  it  for 
VTon^ng  the  Treasury  of  the  Republic  out  of  a 
kt^  sum  of  money  which  might  have  been  saved 
to  It  by  agreeing  to  the  proposition  of  tlie  Mexi- 
can Crovemment  for  the  payment  at  some  place  in 
tile  United  States  of  the  money  due  to  her.  I  arraign 
them  for  disre.»irding  that  comity,  which  should 
nisi  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  but  par- 
ticularly between  our  Government  and  the  Crov- 
^mentof  the  Republic  of  Mexico  at  this  peculiar  \ 
titne,  and  by  the  disregard  of  which  this  Admin- 
istration has  not  only  injured  the  monetary  inter- 
ests of  this  country,  but  they  have  given  a  blow 
to  iu  political  interests  in  the  future.    The  corre- 
■lK>ndence^  submitted  to  this  House  shows  that 
vith  Mexico  this  has  been  a  roost  important  mat- 
ter.    The  Mexican  Minister  was  instructed   to 
presa  it  to  the  very  ▼erge,  but  to  abstain  from 
actually  giving  off*ence.    To  Mexico  it  was  indeed 
important.    Mr.  Webster  admits  that  the  request 
wts  made,  and  he  admits,  too,  that  he  promptly 
refosed  to  listen  to  it, — a  refusal  which,  in  view 
of  the  anxiety  of  the  Mexican  Government,  must 
liM'eafter  be  deleterious  to  the  political  interests  of 
this  cooDtry,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  general  in- 
terests which  may  arise  between  the  two  Repub- 
lics, but  particularly  in  reference  to  a  right  of  way, 
^d  the  estabUshment  of  convenient  communica- 
tions between  our  fellow-citizens  upon  this  shore 
%iMi  those  upon  the  Pacific  shore.    For  already 
%re  see  the  fact  announced  in  the  public  prints 
^at  a  proposition  is  pending  upon  the  part  of  the 
^cxiean  Government  to  grant  a  right  of  way  to 
^direction,  care,  and  management  of  England. 
\  tHerefiare  sav  that  I  arraign  this  Administra- 
%  for  willfuUy  and  without  justification,  per- 
mitting the  best  interests  of  the  country  to  be 


sscrificed  by  subjecting  the  Government  of  Mex- 
ico to  the  cupidity  of  British  bankers,  and  to  the 
political  influence  of  our  rival,  England.  And 
what  is  tbe  justification?  Why,  the  wretched, 
miserable  plea,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  having 
fixed  the  time,  mode,  and  place  of  payment,  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  Executive  to  alter  it, — a  plea 
utterly  untenable.  And  here  permit  me  to  say, 
that  no  man  on  earth  would  saucily  flout  the  re- 
ceipt of  acquittance  in  the  face  of  a  foreign  Min- 
ister who  should  come  forward  with  a  reclamation 
for  money  paid  under  such  circumstances. 

Bui,  independent  of  the  argument  which  I  think 
will  be  found  to  be  perfectly  irresistible,  a  single 
fact  shows  the  insufficiency  of  the  plea  put  for- 
ward by  the. Secretary  of  State.  We  had  it  au- 
thoritatively announced  a  few  days  since,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  a  part  of  the  very  first  payment  was  made 
by  the  Government,  not  in  gold  and  silver,  as  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  required,  but  in  ordnance. 
Again,  in  the  case  of  the  man  Forstall,  who^  upon 
one  occasion,  advanced  some  hundred  thousand 
dollars 

[Here  the  Speaker's  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  would  say  a  word  to  cor- 
rect an  erroneous  impression  in  the  mind  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  intended  to  say  on  a  for- 
mer occasion — but  I  do  not  remember  tne  precise 
language  I  used — but  the  idea  I  intended  to  convey 
was,  that  the  arms  were  disposed  of  and  the  pro- 
ceeds were  applied  to  the  payment,  in  part,  of  the 
installment;  and  the  records  will  so  appear.  I 
say  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  ought  not  to 
be  adopted. 

^Mr.  DISNEY.  I  care  nothing  about  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  says  he  cares 
nothing  about  the  amendment,  and  therefore  I  do 
not  wish  to  consume  any  time  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment  as  follows:  , 

Provided  it  impose  no  additfonst  expense  upon  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  J.  said:  It  seems  the  conclusion  is  foregone, 
and  that  this  House,  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  its  head,  is 
determined  to  indorse  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  One  thing  that  we  have  been 
complaining  of,  and  considereo  to  be  wrong,  is, 
thai  the  Secretary  of  State  should  go  on,  in  advance 
of  an  appropriatioii  being  made  by  Congress,  and 
make  a  contract  with  a  set  of  bankers  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  tne 
Congress  of  the  United  States  would  appropriate 
a  dollar  to  meet  or  not.  This  we  assume  to  be 
wrong,  and  as  going  beyond  the  legitimate  duties 
of  the  Secretary.  But  it  seems  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  this  House,  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  at  its  head,  that  Mr.  Webster's 
course  is  to  be  indorsed.  We  are  told,  further- 
more, in  this  discussion,  and  that,  too,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  former  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  authorized  him 
to  say,  that  this  proposition  would  not  have  been 
accepted,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Green,  had  the 
Mexican  Gk)vemment  agreed  to  pay  twenty  per 
cent.  Such  a  remark  is  contained  in  his  printed 
speech;  and  he  was  authorized  to  state  it  to  this 
House  and  this  country,  that  if  this  Government 
could  have  realized  twenty  per  cent,  by  this* oper- 
ation, that  this  Secretary  would  not  have  accepted 
it.  What  is  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this 
declaration,  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
was  authorized  to  announce  to  this  country?  Is 
not  the  conclusion  clear  and  irresistible  in  regard 
to  the  Secietary  of  State,  that  *'  I  have  made  an 
arrangement  with  my  friends,  by  which  I  can  be 
benefited,  or  by  which  my  friends  can  be  bene- 
fited, and  which  cannot  be  departed  from,  notwith- 
standing some  persons  may  come  forward  and 
offer  twenty  per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of  transact- 
ing this  business?"  I  saythese  facts  ought  to  be 
known  to  the  country.  With  all  these  mcts  be- 
fore us-^the  making  of  this  contract  in  advance  of 
any  law  making  an  appropriation,  and  without 
even  kowing  whether  this  House  would  take  upon 
itself  the  high  responsibility  of  refusing  to  make 
the  appropriation — we  are  called  upon  to  indorse 
these  hi^h-handed  measures.  I  say  for  one— and 
I  speak  irrespective  of  party — ^I  intend  to  give  my 


vote  against  such  proceeding,  emanating  from 
what  quarter  it  may. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  F  had  not  designed 
to  say  anything  more  about  this  matter,  and  am 
very  reluctant  to  do  it  now.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  says  that  1  had  been 
authorized  to  inform  this  House  that  if  this  ofl^er 
of  Duff"  Green  had  proposed  to  have  given  us 
twenty  per  cent.,  it  would  not  have  been  accepted. 
So  I  was.  But  the  gentleman  undertakes  to  infer 
froni  that,  that  it  establishes  that  Mr.  Webster, 
having  made  a  contract  with  his  friends,  would 
not  have  varied  that  contract  even  though  the 
Government  would  be  greatly  benefited  thereby. 
Did  not  1  inform  this  House,  at  the  same  lime, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Webster's  opinion  that  he  had  no 
legal  authority  to  accept  these  terms  ?  That  was 
Mr.  Webster's  opinion.  It  is  my  opinion,  and  I 
venture  to  say  would  be  the  opinion  of  nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
who  would  look  at  the  subject.  Is  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury authorized  to  accept  these  drafts?  E^ive 
they  any  other  authority  than  the  authority  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law  ? 
I  ask,  where  is  the  law  upon  the  Hiatute-l>eok 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  anybody  else,  to  accept 
these  drafts  from  |he  Mexican  Government? 
Why,  sir,  a  transacUon' more  void  of  authority  it 
is  impossible  to  conceive  of  than  the  idea  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  to  accept  drafts  upon  our 
Treasury,  in  absence  of  law  specifically  to  author- 
ize it.'  There  is  no  authority  authorizing  him  to 
do  it.  Is  he  an  independent  piower?  Has  he  any 
right  without  authority  of  law  to  bind  our  Treas- 
ury or  commit  our  6overnment  in  a  moneyed 
transaction?  Why,  sir,  it  is  nothing  but  the  re- 
spect I  feel  for  some  gentlemen  who  have  enter- 
tained such  an  idea,  that  prevents  me  from  speak- 
ing of  it  as  one  of  the  most  monstrous  propositions 
I  ever  heard  propounded  in  the  American  Con- 
gress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  irwas  rjected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  propo8e4  the 
following  amendment: 

Providedf  Ttiat  it  shall  not  be  Incoftsittent  with  ttie  terms 
of  tlie  treatf  made  between  the  twoexiftitif  Govemmenta. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     The  gentleman  from  Vir- 

S'nia,  in  tbe  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  informed 
e  House  that  it  was  merely  out  of  respect  to 
some  members  that  he  did  not  speak  of  t^s  prop- 
osition in  stron|?er  terms.  I  do  not  know  what 
those  terms  would  have  been,  other  than  what  he 
has  generally  given.  In  other  words,  he  treats 
the  idea  iis  being  supremely  ridiculous.  WeU, 
sir,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedins^s,  I  consider  it 
ridiculous  and  in  violation  of  the  law,  of  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
treaty  itself,  for  Mr.  Webster  to  have  made  the 
arrangenoent,  and  for  him  to  come  forward  and 
indorse  it  in  advance  of  the  appropriation  by 
law  of  the  money.  I  assert  that  it  is  in  violation 
of  law,  and  that  Mr.  Webster,  nor  anybody  else 
had  the  right  to  accept  drafts  upon  the  Treasury 
when  the  money  had  not  been  appropriated.  But 
is  not  it  as  just,  as  legal,  and  would  it  not  be  as 
much  in  conformity  with  the  treaty,  to  make  the 
arrangenient  through  General  Green,  or  the  Mexi- 
can Minister,  with  the  Mexican  Government,  as 
through  the  Barings  &  Brothers,  in  advance  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  money?  Most  unquestion- 
aoly  It  would.  And  how  do  the  facts  stand? 
There  was  an  attempt  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Clayton,  when  he  was  the  Secretary  of 
State,  for  the  payment  of  this  money;  and  what 
did  he  say  upon  the  subject?  He  said  that  in  ad- 
vance of  an  appropriation  by  Congress,  he  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  make  any  arrangement. 
Thus  far  the  position  is  true.  But  if  we  could 
make  an  arrangement  with  one  class  of  individu- 
als in  anticipation  of  the  appropriation,  could  we 
not  make  an  arrangen\ent  with  another  class  ?  It 
is  a  mere  mattes  of  discretion — of  the  exercise  of 
the  judgment  of  the  parties  authorized  to  make 
the  payment.  How  does  this  matter  stand  ?  Here 
is  a  negotiation  going  on,. and  suppose  the  money 
was  appropriated,  as  it  was  proposed  to  be,  some 
twelve  months  ago,  could  not  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  accept  a  draft  drawn  by  the  proper 
authorities  of  Mexico,  and  pay  money  upon  that 
draft  as  well  as  upon  a  draft  drawn  by  anybody  else? 
Oh !  but  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  otherwise. 
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There  are  some  gentlemen  who  may  attempt  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  law,  and  assume 
to  know  everything.  A  proposition  upon  the  part 
of  one  Government  to  another,  is  a  mere  question 
of  agreement  not  to  infringe  the  spirit  of  the  treaty. 
The  question  will  come  up  afterwords,  whether 
the  treaty  had  been  complied  with  or  not  in  the 
payment  of  the  money.  If  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment drew  a  draft  upon  this  Government  after  the 
money  was  appropriated  by  law,  let  me  ask,  how- 
ever ridiculous  it  may  be  conceived  by  some,  if  it 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  treaty  for  tliis  Gov- 
ernment to  accept  that  draft — ^merely  to  accede  to 
the  proposition  in  the  payment  of  the  money? 
Does  it  smack  in  the  slightest  degree  of  violation 
of  law,  of  infringement  of  the  treaty  ?  Not  at  all. 
But  this  arrangement  would  have  saved,  I  am 
authorized  to  believe,  an  immense  sum  to  the 
Government,  had  the  money  been  appropriated. 
How  does  the  present  proposition  stand?  They 
come  forward  and  say  that  they  will  give  us  secu- 
rity and  vouchers  to  the  Government  at  the  proper 
tinlte.  What  are  they?  They  will  put  in  pleage 
Government  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  and  propose  to  pay  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the 
money  that  is  to  be  appropriated  fourteen  months 
in  advance.  Do  not  these  stocks  bear  as  much 
interest  by  being  pledged  to  the  Government  as 
they  did  before  ?  And  what  then  is  the  operation? 
We,  in  effect,  pay  them  two  and  a  half  pet  cent, 
for  this  operation.  This  is  the  whole  of  the  mat- 
ter. It  IS  for  the  percentage,  the  shaving  that  is 
to  full  into  the  pockets  of  those  concerned,  that 
they  have  consented  to  the  whole  thin?. 

Mr.  MEADE.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Batlt] 
has  in  a  measure  expressed  an  opinion  adverse  to 
the  one  I  expressed  on  a  former  occasion,  and  in 
doing  so  he  took  occasion  to  say  that  nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  lawyers  of  the  country  would 
be  also  of  an  opinion  different  to  it;  and  I  think 
it  somewhat  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  a  short 

^%le  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  here 
state,  without  calling  the  gentleman  to  order,  that 
under  the  rule  five  minutes  is  allowed  for  the  ex- 
planation of,  and  five  minutes  for  opposition  to, 
the  amendment,  and  not  for  a  general  discussion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  MEIADE.  I  am  opposing  the  amendment, 
and  I  suppose  I  will  be  allowed  the  same  latitude 
OB  has  been  extended  to  other  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  tipon  this  subject.  Now,  this  was  paid 
by  drafts  substantially,  although  not  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  not  technically,  to  the  Bar- 
ings &,  Brothers,  through  their  agent  Forstall. 
Drafls  were  sent  here  by  Forstall  to  be  paid;  and 
why  could  not  drafts  in  the  same  shape  be  sent 
by  the  Mexican  Government,  by  her  agent,  to  be 
paid  ?  They  were,  instead  of  being  commercial 
urafls  in  the  usual  form,  certificates  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  the  effect  that  Forstall  had 
advanced  so  much  money  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  that  advancement  was  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  indemnity  due  her.  When  we 
speak  of  drafts,  we  mean  drafts  in  that  form  and 
Bubstantblly  to  that  effect.  It  was  a  certificate 
upon  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  that 
Forstall  should  receive  |^650,000  of  the  indemnity 
which  was  due  to  Mexico  upon  the  30th  day  of 
May,  and  that  is  the  form  in  which  the  drafts 
could  have  been  presented  in  favor  of  Mexico  or 
the  agent  of  Mexico.  We  are  speaking  about  the 
substance,  not  the  shadow,  of  things.  It  is  true, 
as  my  colleague  says,  that  a  commercial  draft, 
drawn  in  the  way  he  supposes,  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  Secretary  of  State;  but  any  notifi- 
cation, like  that  in  favor  of  Forstall,  could  have 
been  given  in  favor  of  Marks,  or  any  other  agent 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  the  amount  thus 
certified  to,  eui  having  been  advanced  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  could  be  deducted  out  of  the  in- 
demnity which  was  due  on  the  30th  of  May.  If 
you  go  into  the  details  of  the  whole  of  that  pay- 
ment, you  will  find  that  not  one  cAit  of  the  money 
was  paid  in  any  other  way.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
whole  three  millions  of  uollars  thus  paid  by  the 
Barings  <&  Brothers  t6  that  Gk>vernment,  was 
drawn  for  by  them  here.  I  will  venture  that 
without  knowing  the  fact,  because  it  was  the 
easiest  way  by  which  it  could  be  done.  The 
draft  in  favor  of  Forstall  proves  not  only  that  the 
draft  was  paid  here,  but  tnat  it  was  paid  months 
before  the  indemnity  was  due;  and  so  the  arrange- 


ment could  have  been  made  in  favor  of  Mexico. 
Why  could  it  not  have  been  made  as  much  in 
favor  of  Mexico  as  the  Barings? 

Mr.  FREEMAN.    Mr.  Chairmon,  I  wish 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  cannot 
submit  any  remarks  upton  this  amendment,  nor 
can  he  ofler  any  amendment,  as  there  is  now  an 
amendment  pending  to  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  JoHNsoK  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved,  pro  format  to  strike  out 
the  words  **  Mexican  Government." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question  is 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohi6, 
**  to  be  paid  in  conformity  to  the  request  of  the 
Mexican  Government."  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  proposes  to  strike  out  the  words  **  Mexi- 
can Government."  It  will  then  read  **  to  be  paid 
in  conformity  to  the  request" 

Mr.  BAiLY.  If  the  amendment  prevails  I 
shall  then  move  to  fill  the  blank.  Mr.  Chairman, 
my  colleo^e  has  certainly  not  examined  this  mat- 
ter with  his  usual  care.  If  he  had  he  certainly 
would  not  have  misconceived  the  subject  as  mucii 
as  he  does.  He  asks  the  question,  why  w;e  could 
notacceptdraftsoftheMexicanGovernmentaswell 
as  those  of  the  Barings?  The  Barings  never  drew 
any  drafts  in  form  or  substance  trpon  our  GK)vern- 
ment.  By  their  contract,  on  the  aay  of  payment, 
they  were  to  make  the  payment  in  fold  ana  silver 
to  the  Mexican  Government,  ami  to  take  their 
receipts  for  it.  I  presume  they  provided  them- 
selves with  the  money  to  make  tne  payment  by 
drafts  drawn  in  Mexico  upon  London  and  New 
York.  But  tliey  drew  no  drafts  upon  our  Gov- 
ernment; and  I  undertake  to  say,  ii  my  colleague 
will  think  of  it  for  a  moment,  that  he  will  say  tnat 
drafts  drawn  by  Mexico  upon  this  Government 
and  accepted  by  our  Secretary  of  State,  without 
express  authority  of  law  for  him  to  do  so,  would 
not  be  worth  the  paper  they  were  written  upon. 
To  assume  that  tliey  woukl  be,  is  to  assume  pow- 
ers in  the  officers  of'^  this  Government  independent 
of  law.  It  is  to  assume  that  they  have  independ- 
ent and  distinct  powers  inherent  in  them,  and  not 
conferred  by  law.  Now,  I  say  that  Forstall's 
certificate,  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  was 
nothing  but  a  ratification  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment to  our  Government  that  they  had  hypothe- 
cated to  the  extent  of  his  advances,  or  in  other 
words,  that  they  had  given  him  a  lien  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  advances  upon  this  indemnity,  to  be 
satisfied  when  it  should  be  paid.  They  could  have 
given  that  lien  to  any  other  bankers;  and  the  fact 
that  the  Barings  were  our  agents  did  not  give 
them  any  advantage  over  other  bankers,  as  I  have 
before  explained.  But  I  am  done  with  this  sub- 
ject. Everybody  understands  it  whoever  will  un- 
derstand it.  I  shall  not  say  one  word  more  in  ref- 
erence to  it,  no  matter  what  turn  the  debate  may 
take. 

Mr.  MEADE.  My  colleague  says  he  is  done 
with  this  subject.  1  am  not  quite  done  with 
it  yet.  1  will  just  read  to  my  colleague  a  few 
lines  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary by  the  Barings: 

*^U  will  be  perceived  from  the  (hregninr,  that  the  con- 
tractors made  all  their  payments  to  Mexico  out  of  their 
owi^  funds,  and  were  afterwards  reimbursed  in  the  United 
States,  at  a  date  averaginc  the  15th  of  May,  and  the  last 
and  tarfest  payment  by  the  United  States  to  the  contract- 
ors of  two  millions  of  doUam  was  not  made  until  the  37th 
of  June,  nearly  one  month  after  tliey  had  paid  the  ftill  in- 
stallment to  Mexico." 

Now  here  is  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the 
bankers  themselves  that  we  had  paid  them  pre- 
vious to  the  30th  day  of  May,  when  this  money 
became  due  under  the  treaty.  How  ?  Everybody 
famiKar  with  such  transactions  knows  how. 
Those  drafts  were  drawn  by  the  Barings — this 
certificate  was  sent  by  the  Mexican  Government 
to  our  Secretary  here,  notifying  him  that  For- 
stall, for  instance,  had  advanced  so  much  money, 
and  was  entitled  to  that  amount  of  money  out  of 
the  indemnity  which  win  due.  Will  my  colleague 
tell  me  how  did  these  bankers  draw  out  of  the 
Treasury  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  May  any 
portion  of  this  indemnity,  if  it  was  not  for  the 

Curpose  of  paying  the  Mexican  indemnity,  either 
y  transferring  it  there  or  by  drawing  drafts  upon 
it  here  ?    This  letter  is  an  admission  of  the  fact, 
and  my  colleague  cannot  get  over  that  admission. 
Mr.  BOCOUK.    I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 

!  ment 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not  now  In  order. 


There  is  an  amendment  to  the  amend  ment  pendiDg^ 
The  question  is  upon  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  \]t* 
ginia,  [Mr.  BATLVfJ 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  it  waa  not 
agreed  to.     

Mr.  C  ARTTER.  I  move  to  reinsert  the  woriiw 
if  in  order,  •*  the  Gh>vemment  of  Mexico." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  w(n4 
not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  move  to  strike  out 
word  "request,"  and  iniiert  the  words  "p 
ant  to." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  that  am 
ment,  because  I  think  it  raises  substantially 
issue  that  has  been  made  in  the  discussion  u 
this  subject,  and  brings  up  the  conflict  that 
been  wa^ed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
authorities  of  Mexico.  I  am  in  favor  of  it  oa 
substantial  amendment — an  amendment  pro 
ting  the  right  and  rebuking  the  wrong.  The  qui 
tion  raised  in  that  amendment  is,  whether  i1 
Government,  in  its  treatment  of  a  kindred  Repul! 
lie  upon  our  own  continent,  shall  consult  the  d« 
sires  of  that  GK>vemroent,  or  shall  sacrifice  ii 
interests  to  its  creditor,  and  pass  that  Govern 
ment  through  the  hands  of  successive  mouetairf 
speculators,  before  the  fund,  which  we  hon«et^ 
owe  her,  is  honestly  paid  to  her?  A  technical <^ 
ception  has  been  taken  by  the  honorable  roem 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  who  presided  o 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  during 
last  Congress.  It  was  a  technical  exception  only. 
He  has  been  compelled,  in  the  specious  defence  m 
has  made 

Mr.  BROOKS.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  Ukefl 
out  of  my  time. 

Mr.  BkOOKS.  The  amendment  of  tbeeentle- 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttkr]  is  to  strixe  out 
My  pointof  order  is  this:  that  his  argument  should 
be  confined  to  the  reasons  why  the  words  "pur- 
suant to  the"  should  be  inserted,  and  confiDcd 
strictly  to  that.  If  the  ^ntleman  will  permit  me 
to  say,  I  have  no  objection  to  this  debate  goin^oo 
to  any  extent,  if  it  will  be  permitted  on  both  tides 
of  the  House.  If  we  are  going  to  pass  the  biD, 
let  us  stop  thedebate. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  My  argument  was  addressed 
to  the  emiendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  of  order  is  fwt 
debatable.  The  Question  of  order,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  is  well  taken  _  Under  the  rules,  after 
debate  has  been  terminated  ,  five  minutes  are  alloTctf 
for  explanations  of  nmendnsents,  and  fivemiontes  to 

oppose  such  amendment^  as  may  be  offered.  Hie 
good  sense  of  the  House,  or  the  membere,  must,  to 
a  very  great  extent,  control  them  in  that  inatier; 
because  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Chair  to  say 
how  gentlemen  intend  to  apply  their  arguments; 
and  if  they  violate  the  rules  of  order,  it  will,  per- 
haps, be  impossible  for  the  Chair  to  enforce  them. 
It  IS  very  clear,  that  under  the  rules  of  the  Houk, 
the  origmal  prooosition,  or  the  merits  of  the  hSRt 
are  not  now  unaer  consideration. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Does  the  Chair  appreheod 
the  force  of  that  amendment,  permit  me  to  inauire? 
My  amendment  is  in  form  "  pursuant  to  the  re 
quest  of  the  Mexican  (Government.  *' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman,  I  believe,  is  to  insert  the  words  *•  pur- 
suant to  the"  before  the  word  **  request."  It »"' 
then  read  **  to  be  paid  in  conformity  and  pursuant 
to  the  request. "  . 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  worf 
"conformity."  .    ^, 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  wiU  be  a  double 
amendment.    Both  cannot  be  entertained. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  ascertain,  tf  » 
verbal  amendment  is  introduced  by  a  member, 
«md  it  enters  into  and  forms  a  part  of  the  sense  of 
the  amendment,  whether  he  is  confined  to  a  defi- 
nition of  the  word  thus  introduced?  . 
TheCHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  stated  the  am  wd- 

raent  as  the  gentleman  proposed  it,  and  decided  twj 
he  could  not  make  another  motion  to  amend  wnw 
one  was  pending.  His  motion  was,  to  rnsert  ^ 
word  in  one  part  of  the  amendment,  and  ***  5*"* 
not  move  to  strike  out  a  word  in  another  pan* 
Mr.  CARTTER.    That  is  a  part  of  the  mo- 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  dW  not  hear 
the  gentleman  move  to  strike  out  anytw"^* 
Nfr.  CARTTER.    Ifmy  anieoAn«>'^* 
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understood.  I  will  acoominodate  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  in  a  few  minutes.  I  will  with> 
draw  it,  as  in  that  connection  it  makes  no  sense  at 
aO,  and  aa  it  was  misunderstood  by  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CARTTGR.  I  now  propose  to  amend  the 
amendment,  if  it  is  in  order,  so  that  it  will  read, 
**in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  Mexican 
Government." 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  do  not  want  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman 

Mr.  CARTTER.  If  this  does  not  allow  dis- 
enasion,  I  do  not  want  to  discua*  it.  I  wish  to 
ascertain  the  fact,  whether  it  brings  up  my  right 
10  diactMS  the  merits  of  the  amendment  itself. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that, 
oader  the  rules,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  be 
eonfined  to  the  explanation  of  his  amendment — 
tke  words  **  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the 
Mexican  Government" — that  is,  as  to  the  pro* 
priety  of  inserting  his  amendment  into  that  or  his 
colleague;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it 
does  not  open  the  merits  of  the  whole  question  on 
^  origioaJ  bill,  because  the  resolution  terminating 
4^te  says,  the  debate  upon  the  bill  shall  termi- 
nate. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  would  inquire  respectfully  of 
the  Chair,  what  are  the  merits  of  the  main  ques- 
tion pending? — if  there  is  anything  else  involved, 
Imi  simply  to  make  this  appropriation  of  three 
millionfl  of  dollars? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  answer 
the  gentleman,  that  the  question  of  propriety  of 
paying  this  money  is,  peniaps,  not  now  before  the 
committee  for  discussion;  upon  that  the  House 
iMve  ordered  the  termination  of  debate.  Now,  it 
it  to  the  amendment  pending,  offered  by  the  gen- 
Ueman  himself,  and  to  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
logue, that  the  rule  requires  he  should  confine 
kimself  to  anexplanation  of. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    In  explanation  of  the  sense 
a(  the  esmression,  '*  in  pursuance  of  the  request 
of  the  Saexican  Government,"  I  was  proceed- 
iag  to  remark — and  I   shall    confine  myself  to 
ilut  point,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  anything 
e4ce---4bat  it  raised  before  this  House  the  simple 
issue,  whether  we  would  consult  the  will  of  Mex- 
ico in  thisjpayraent,  or  whether  we  would  consult 
the  direetions  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Sow^  unless  there  was  some  sinister  reason — un- 
jeu  there  was  some  selfish  consideration  entering 
ioU>  and  forming  the  atco  animo,  with  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  seeks  to  defeat  the  will  of  the 
Mexican  Government  in  the  receipt  of  this  money, 
I  liold  that  he  would  consult  that  will.    The  very 
fact  that  he  turns  his  back  upon  it — the  verv  fact 
that  be  disregards  the    expressed  will  of  that 
Government,  brings  to  light  the  inevitable  sub- 
ptdon 

Mr.  BROOKS,  (interrupting.)  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  have  no  objection  to  this  discussion 
going  on 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Qo  ahead  and  state  your 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  My  point  of  order  is  this. 
There  is  an  amendment  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Disnkt,]  that  the  money 
shall  be  paid  <*  conformably  wilh  the  wishes  of  the 
Mexican  Government."  The  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  tlie  other  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Castter]  is,  to  strikeout  **  conformably  with," 
and  insert  *•  pursuant  to."  My  point  of  order  is, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttkr] 
ihould  show  the  reason  for  striking  out  **  con- 
formably with,"  and  inserting  **  pursuant  to," 
and  that  his  whole  argument  should  be  directed  to 
that  object,  and  to  that  only. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  That  means  that  my  argu- 
ment must  be  strictly  technical. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  34th  rule  provides: 

**  No  member  «ball  occupy  more  than  one  hour  in  debate 
oq  any  question  in  the  HouHe,  or  in  coromittee ;  but  a 
Ktember  reportinx  the  measure  under  consideration  f>nm  a 
conraiuee  mar  open  and  clone  the  debate  :  Provided^  That 
«Mre  debate  m  closed  by  order  of  the  House,  any  member 
'kail  be  allowed,  io  committee,  Ave  minutes  to  explain  any 
tmendment.he  may  oli^r,  after  which  any  member  who 
»btil  Am  obtafn  the  floor  shall  be  allowed  to  vpeak  five 
MnMMli  opposition  to  it,  and  there  shall  be  no  ftirther 
idMtc  oa  the  antendment ;  but  the  same  privilege  of  detrate 
rtiaU  be  allowed  in  favor  of  and  against  any  amendment 
thtt  May  be  oflerttl  to  the  amendment.'* 

The  Chair  thinks,  as  he  before  steted,  that  un- 
der the  rale  the  gentleman  must  confine  himself  to 
an  sxplaAaltoji  m  his  amendment. 


Mr.  CARTTER.  WiU  the  Chair  be  good 
enough  to  give  me  the  limitation  within  which  I 
must  confine  my  remarks?  I  do  not  exactly  com- 
prehend it.  The  question  raised  in  my  own  mind 
is,  whether  I  am  confined  to  a  liUral  explanation 
of  the  words,  or  whether  I  may  discuss  the  sense 
of  my  amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
gentleman's  explanation,  to  be  within  tlie  rule, 
must  be  to  shbw  to  the  committee  the  difference 
between  the  words  "in  pursuance  of,"  and  **  con- 
formably with,  "and  to  give  reasons  why  the  words 
he  moves  to  insert  should^  be  adopted  in  place  of 
those  used  in  the  amendment  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  CARTTER.     I  appeal  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  DISNEY.     I  desire  to  say  one  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  appeal  is  not  debata- 
ble. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  not  going  to  debate  it  at  all. 
But  as  there  seems  to  be  a  question  about  words, 
I  desire  that  my  amendment  shall  be  read  in  my 
own  English.  I  never  used  such  English  as  has 
been  read  from  the  desk. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  certainly 
not  altered  a  word  of  the  gentleman's  amendment. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  wrote  it  **  in  a  manner  con- 
forming to." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inauire  of 
the  Chair,  whether  the  construction  which  he  puts 
on  the  34th  rule  has  ever  been  practically  put 
upon  it  ?        

Mr.  CARTTER.    Never  in  the  world. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  has  been  the  uniform 
practice  since  the  adoption  of  the  rule;  but,  as  the 
Chair  before  said,  it  must  depend  to  a  very  great 
extent  upon  the  regard  paid  to  that  rule  by  the 
members  themselves. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers  on  the  ap- 
peal; but  they  were  not  ordered. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not  ogreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Disney's  amend- 
ment, it  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  now  move  the  amendipent 
just  offered  by  my  collea^e,  [Mr.  Disnet,]  with 
this  change,  that  I  have  inserted  the  words  **  in 
pursuance  of"  in  lieu  of  **  in  conformity  with." 

Mr.  HIBBARD.     That   amendment  is  sub 
stantially  the  same  as  the  one  just  voted  down, 
and  I  submit  that  it  is  therefore  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  on  the  ground  that  the  committee  had  sub- 
stantially rejected  the  amendment,  having  first 
voted  down  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  and 
then  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Is  there  any  amendment  now 
pending  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  amendment 
pending. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Then  I  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thecommittee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  rep(^^ 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stalWf 
the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  House  bill  No.  46,  to 
provide  for  carrying  into  execution,  in  further 
part,  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico 
concluded  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  had  in- 
structed him  to  report  the  same  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  position  which 
I  have  occupied  during  the  discussion  upon  this 
bill  has  precluded  me  from  taking  any  part  in  it, 
or  from  making  any  explanation  m  justification  of 
the  course  which  I  have  heretofore,  and  which  I 
shall  upon  this  occasion  feel  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 
At  the  same  time,  my  relation  to  this  question  at 
the  last  Congress  ana  at  the  present  Confess  re- 
quires of  me,  I  think,  a  few  words  in  jusuficaiion, 
or,  at  least,  in  explanation  of  my  course;  particu- 
larly wheh  I  reflect  tnat  there  are  those  upon  this 
floor  who  take  a  different  view  of  this  question  to 
what  I  do,  to  diflTer  from  some  of  whom  always 
creates  in  my  mind  a  distrust  of  the  correctness  of 
my  own  opinions.  But,  sir,  being  thoroughly 
convinced,  and  as  thoroug^hly  satisfied  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  course  which  I  have  usually  pur- 


sued in  r^ard  to  this  measure,  I  desire  to  state,  in 
a  very  brief  manner,  why  it  is  that  1  now  take 
that  course. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  from  which  a  bill  was  reported  to 
and  passed  by  tliis  House,  to  pay  the  third  install- 
ment of  the  Mexican  indemnity.  I  was  also  upon 
that  committee  when  it  reported  to  this  House  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  this  last  install- 
ment. Both  of  these  bills  met  my  approbation, 
and  they  were  reported  here  with  my  assent  and 
approval.  And  tnis  bill  has  been  again  reported 
at  the  present  session  with  my  consent  and  appro- 
bation. During  this  discussion,  however,  the 
course  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  IVleans 
felt  itself  called  upon  to  pursue  has  been  called  in 
question.  Now,  I  want  to  know  when  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
ferred to  our  committee,  asking  this  House  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  necessary  to  pay  this  last 
mstallment,  what  was  the  duty  of  that  committee  ? 
Why,  it  was  our  duty  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  the  money  asked  for  by  the  President  was 
required  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  with  the  Government  oT  Mex- 
ico. In  the  performance  of  that  duty,  therefore, 
we  looked  to  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty,  and 
we  found  that  this  Government  had  bounu  itself 
by  that  treaty  to  pay  the  Government  of  Mexico 
$15,000,000-^,000,000  to  be  paid  down  at  the 
time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  $3,000,000 
at  the  end  of  each  twelve  months  thereafter,  with 
interest  on  the  whole  amount  then  due  until  the 
whole  $15,000,000  should  have  been  paid. 

[A  message  was  here  received  fVom  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  M. 
P.  Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary,  announcing 
that  he  had  signed  sundry  bills.] 

Mr.  J.  contmued.  In  February,  1849,  a  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Conjcress  of  the  United  States, 
appropriating  |i3,720,0U0,  being  the  first  install- 
ment, with  the  interest  due  up  to  the  30th  of  May, 

1849.  The  same  bill  also  appropriated  the  amount 
necessary  for  the  payment  of  tne  second  install- 
ment, wnich  would  be  due  on  the  30th  of  May. 

1850,  and  which,  with  the  interest,  amounted 
to  $3,540,000.  That  bill,  which  appropriated 
$7,260,000  for  the  payment  of  the  two  first  mstall- 
ments  of  this  inaemnity,  was  in  precisely  the 
same  terms  as  the  one  now  under  consideration, 
except  80  far  as  regards  the  amount  and  date.  It 
simply  made  an  appropriation  of  the  money, 
without  giving  any  direction  to  the  Executive  in 
relation  to  the  moae  of  payment.  And  it  passed 
this  House  by  a  vote  or  187  to  8.  In  1850--at 
the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress — a  bill,  in 
precisely  the  same  terms,  makiii?  an  appropria- 
tion of  $3,360,000,  passed  this  House  with  only, 
thirty-five  or  thirty-six  votes  against  it.  Now, 
when  the  President's  message,  asking  for  this  ap- 
propriation this  session,  was  referred  io  the  Com- 
n\ittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  we  looked  into  the 
treaty,  and  found  tliat  all  the  money  which  this 
Government  had  stipulated  to  pay,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  last  installment,  amounting,  with  the 
interest,  \j6  $3,180,000,  had  been  paid;  which  in- 
stallment will  be  due  on  the  30tn  of  May  next. 
The  committee  report  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  this  money  exactly  as  all 
the  other  bills  have  been  reported;  but  when  it  is 
brought  in  here,  the  question  is  raised,  that  we 
must  direct  the  manner  and  mode  in  which  the 
payment  is  to  be  made.  That  is  a  question  with 
which  I  shall  have  no  concern  whatever.  1  come 
not  here  to  defend  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  come 
not  here  to  defend  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
If  the  payment  had  heretofore  been  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  would  not  interfere 
to  direct  it  to  be  paid  by  any  other  officer.  If  the 
President  of  the  Unrteu  States  should  even  direct 
the  assistant  Treasurer  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
or  the  assistant  Treasurer  at  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, or  any  other  individual  who  might  be  se- 
lected as  the  medium  through  which  this  payment 
was  to  be  made,  I  should  not  be  willing  to  inter- 
fere by  giving  a  diflferent  direction,  and  by  that 
interference  to  release  the  Executive  fW)m  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  matter,  and  to  take  that  respon- 
sibility upon  ourselves,  when  this  is  clearly  and 
exclusively  a  duty  which  belongs  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  country. 

I  can  very  well  imagine  why  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment should  come  nere  and  ask  that  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  the  Treasury  should  pny  this  money. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, during  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  evinced, 
in  (he  opinion  of  the  Democratic  party,  a  much 
stronger  partiality  for  the  cause  of  Mexico  than  he 
entertained  for  the  cause  of  the  United  States.  But 
suppose  we  should  direct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  this  payment,  what  do  we  do  ? 
What  does  it  amount  to?  Why,  it  is  saying  that 
we  have  more  confidence  in  Thomas  Corwin  than 
we  have  in  Daniel  Webster.  Now,  1  ask  my 
friends  upon  this  floor,  if  there  is  one  .here  who  is 
willing  to  say,  by  his  vote,  that  he  has  greater 
confidence  in  Thomas  Corwin,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  than  he  has  in  Daniel  Webster,  the 
Secretary  of  State? 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  greater  confidence  in 
him. 

Mr.  JONES.  My  friend  from  Ohio  says  he 
has  greater  confidence  in  him.     I  beg  to  say 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  take  pleasure  in  saying 
that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  either  of  them. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  I  do  not  intend  bjr  my 
▼ote  to  say  that  I  have  greater  confidence  m  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  than  I  have  in 
the  Secretary  of  State.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that  the  Constitution  and 
all  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It 
says  that  the  President  shall  •  be  the  Executive 
officer  of  the  Government,  and  that  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  execute  the  laws.  Now,  I  hold  that  the 
treaty  made  with  Mexico,  and  ratified  by  both 
Governments,  is  declared  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
Government,  and  the  President  is  required  to  ex* 
ecute  it.  But  the  President  cannot  execute  this 
provision  of  that  treaty  until  Congress  has  placed 
at  his  disposal  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  make  the  payment,  and  to  fulfill  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty  which  we  have  contracted 
and  bound  ourselves  to  comply  with.  Then  I 
hold  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
the  money  necessary,  and  leave  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  it  shall  be  paid. 

But  suppose  we  should  adopt  the  amendment 
and  proviae  that  it  shall  be  paid  in  the  manner 
which  the  Mexican  Government  desires.  Does 
any  man  suppose  that  the  Mexican  Government 
would  take  less  than  the  amount  which  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  installment  in  Mexico  ?  Does 
any  man  suppose  she  would  accept  of  less  than 
one  hundred  cents  upon  the  dollar  if  paid  in  the 
city  of  New  York  ?  The  gentlemam  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Meade]  says  she  would  take  four  and 
a  half  per  cent.  less.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  there  is  any 
such  evidence  before  this  Congress  or  before  the 
country,  1  confess  that  I  have  not  seen  it.  I  have 
not,  perha^,  read  this  correspondence  of  the 
Mexican  Minister,  Mr.  De  la  Rosa,  with  as  much 
care  as  some  other  gentlemen.  But  in  that  cor- 
respondence, if  I  have  read  it  aright,  Mr.  De  la 
Rosa  informs  this  Government,  that  the  Mexican 
Grovernment  had  received  advances  in  motiey  from 
Mr.  Forstall.  I  do  not  see  that  he  has  any  au- 
thority to  ask  this  Government  to  pay  Mr.  For- 
stall in  America,  the  money.  It  appears  from  this 
correspondence  that  the  Mexican  Government  had 
received  at  one  time  |400,000,  and  at  another, 
(9t50,000;  but  that  Government  is  not  bound  to 
reimburse  that  money.  Again,  it  is  said  that  it 
could  be  paid  on  better  terms  through  drafts  on 
Mr.  Maries.  Now,  I  want  to  know,  if  it  appears 
anywhere  in  this  correspondence  that  the  Mexi- 
can Minister  was  ever  authorized  to  receive  the 
money  at  all,  or  any  part  of  it?  I  ask  if  there  is 
a  lawyer  upon  this  floor — for  I  do  not  make  any 
pretensions  to  one — who  will  say  that  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  of 
Mexico  can  receive  the  money  due  from  this  Gov- 
ernment to  Mexico  ?  According  to  my  informa- 
tion, he  cannot.  I  have  seen  no  authority  from 
that  Government  to  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  to  receive 
any  part  of  this  installment.  But  suppose  our 
Government  had  accepted  and  paid  the  drafl  of 
Mr.  Marks:  had  the  Mexican  Government  ever 
engaged  to  accept  those  drafts  ?  Not  so  far  as  we 
are  informed.  Mr.  De  la  Rosa  asks  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  accept  them,  but  be  did  it  without 
any  authority  from  nts  Government,  so  far  as  I 
have  seen,  to  make  that  request. 
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Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  this  whole  ques- 
tion it  has  not  been  a  fight  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  installment  shall  be  paid,  because  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  lost  anything 
which  rightfully  belonged  to  it,  but  because  the 
Government  has  nut  had  enough  of  the  Shylock 
infused  into  it  in  this  transaction — because  we 
have  not  saved  as  much  or  made  as  much  by  the 
payment  of  this  installment  as  we  migJit  have  done. 
Now,  let  us  see  how  these  installments  have  been 
paid.  The  first  installment  of  three  millions,  paid 
in  cash,  was,  1  understand,  paid  through  General 
Butler,  then  commanding  our  forces,  or  a  portion 
of  them,  in  Mexico,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  this  treaty.  He  paid  those  three  millions  of 
dollars,  and  saved  upon  it,  in  the  way  of  exchange, 
$41,000.  The  second  installment  was  paid  in 
1849,  under  an  appropriation  made  in  February  of 
that  year,  and  approved  by  Mr.  Polk,  when  he 
was  President.  As  I  understand  that  question, 
Mr.  Walker,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  a  contract  for  the  payment  of  the  second  in- 
stallment before  the  law  appropriating  the  money 
was  passed.  It  was  paid  in  Mexico,  being  the 
installment  of  $3,000,000,  and  t|720,000  the  interest 
upon  the  twelve  millions  unpaid  from  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  to  the  time  of  the  first  payment, 
one  year.  That  amount  was  paid,  saving  a  pre- 
mium of  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  $3,720,000 
paid  in  1849,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Polk's 
administration,  was  paid  with  $3,552,600,  being  a 
saving  to  the  Government  of  $167,400. 

The  second  payment  made  under  the  appropri- 
ation act  of  1849,  and  approved  by  Mr.  rolk,  out 
paid  under  General  Taylor's  administration,  being 
$3,540,000,  was  paid,  less  a  premium  of  about  four 
and  one  third  per  cent.,  being  $3,386,616  26, 
making  a  saving  to  the  Government,  upon  that 
installment,  of  $153,383  74. 

The  third  installment  of  $3,360,000  was  paid 
with  $3,242,400,  a  saving  of  about  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  premium,  bein?  a  saving,  in  the  ag- 
gr^te,  upon  the  third  installment  of  $117,^0. 

The  present  installment  of  $3,180,000,  if  it  shall 
be  paid  at  a  premium  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent., 
will  be  paid  with  $3,068,700 — being  a  saving  of 
$111,300. 

Then  we  find  that  the  saving  is  as  follows: 
UpoYi  the  cash  payment  at  the  ratification  of  the 

treaty $41,000  00 

Upon  the  first  insUllment.. .  • 167,400  00 

«      **   second  installment 153,383  74 

"      ••    third  installment 117,600  00 

"      "   fourth  installment 111,300  00 

$590,683  74 
Making  an  aggregate  of  not  qnite  $600,000 
saved,  in  the  way  of  premium,  upon  the  whole 
transaction  with  Mexico;  and  so  much  less  than 
by  the  face  of  the  treaty  we  were  required  to  pay 
her.  Now  how  is  this  done?  If  you  directed  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  this  money,  he 
certainly  would  not  send  to  Mexico  an  agent,  and 
there  draw  drafUi  upon  this  country,  in  order  to 
raise  the  amount  of  money  there  to  pay  it,  because 
he  would  have  no  authority  to  do  such  a  thing. 
Then  you  use  these  agents — as  this  and  all  other 
^l^nmenls  have  done,  and,  I  presume,  will  do — 
iHne  performance  of  this  sort  of  duties.  These 
men  go  to  Mexico  and  draw  bills  upon  this  coun- 
try, upon  England,  upon  France,  perhaps  Upon 
Amsterdam, and  other  places,  where  the  commerce 
of  the  country  may  require.  They  sell  those 
drafts  there,  and  when  they  have  accumulated  the 
money,  they  pay  it  to  that  Government  and  take 
a  receipt  therefor,  and  bring  them  here  and  receive 
the  money  from  this  Government. 

Now  I  think  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  at  each  time  when  it  reported  a  bill  in  con- 
nection with  that  treaty,  has  discharged  strictly 
and  faithfully  its  duty  to  the  country.  I  think  that 
this  bill  should  be  passed  as  it  comes  from  that 
committee,  making  tjie  appropriation  and  giving 
no  direction  about  it.  If  any  gentleman  here  wiU 
come  and  ask  for  an  investigation  of  this  matter, 
to  know  when,  where,  how  and  in  what  manner 
there  has  been  corruption  or  favoritism,  by  which 
high  oflicers  of  the  Government  have  improperly 
received  money,  or  have  improperly  put  money 
into  the  pockets  of  their  friends,  I  will  go  with 
them,  ana  give  them  every  facility  in  my  power, 
for  a  strict  and  scrutinizing  investigation  into  the 
whole  question,  that  it  may  be  developed  to  Con- 
gress, and  be  exposed  to  the  country. 


Mr.  HOUSTON .  I  ask  the  previous  queaiion 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  laskthegw'. 
tleman  from  Alabama  to  withdraw  his  motion  for 
a  single  moment.  I  wish  to  offer  a  sincle  amend- 
ment, I  intended  to  have  offered  in  theconuuii- 
tee;  and  I  will  move  the  previous  question  mystilf, 
if  the  gentleman  desires  it.     It  is  as  follows. 

Provided,  The  President  of  the  United  Statei  stuUI  fed 
iMund  to  accept  of  any  prnp<v>iiinnc  for  the  payment  f*(mA 
installment,  that  may  be  offered  by  the  proper  Mexicaa  ao- 
tboritiea,  it'  not  deemed  ioeonaisteat  with  the  iniatesu  oT 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  I  withdraw  for  one,  there 
is  no  telling  where  we  shall  stop.  I  feel  it  m? 
duty  to  move  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  TlTen  I  hope  the  House  viH 
rote  down  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  J.  demanded  tellers  on  the  previous  qofs- 
tion;  which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Hocstov 
I  and  Chandler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayra  111;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second, and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put.  The 
main  question  being:  Shall  the  bill  be  engroned 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  put  and  carried  io 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eo* 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table;  whieh  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  tht 
question  now  being.  Shall  the  bill  pass?— 

Mr.  HOUSTON  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  received  a  BecoDd,afld 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  wbieh 
main  question  was.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  it  was  finally 
passed. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  whicb  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  CUBAN  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  wa- 
pended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  My  object  is  to  take  up  tlie  bill  for tbe 
relief  of  the  Cuban  prisoners. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  House 
will  go  to  the  r^ular  order  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  a  privileged 
one. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Batlt,  and  it  wds  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  resolvecT itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  first  buantsi 
in  order  was  the  annual  message  of  the  Presdeot 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  to  lay  that  aside  in  or- 
der to  take  up  the  bill  I  referred  to  just  now. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  1  have  no  objecUon  to  tbe 
motion  of  the  g^entleman,  but  I  want  to  know 
what  is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  this  quei- 
tion.  I  understand  it  is  regarded  as  m  order  for  the 
chairman,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  to  call  up  the  question  relating  to  the 
printing  contract  with  Donelson  &  Armstrong  at 
any  time.  I  have  no  disposition  to  call  it  up-  1 
want  to  know  if  the  Chair  holds  that  to  be  apnj- 
ileged  question  which  can  be  gotten  rid  of  only  by 
unanimous  consent,  or  that  any  member  to^y  ow 

/he  CHAIRMAN.  The  opinion  of  the  Chair 
is,  the  business  before  the  committee  sboald  be 
taken  up  regularly  in  its  order,  and  that  a  mouoo 
must  be  made  to  dispense  with  each  case  as  it  *« 
called 

Mr!  CLINGMAN.    I  am  saUafied  with  thst 

decision,  if  it  is  acquiesced  in  by  the  committer- 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  it  is  the  una°»?J^«*.^ 
sent  of  the  committee,  the  regular  order  of  bu8in«» 

will  be  dispensed  with,  and  bill  63,  **For  uw 
relief  of  American  citizens  lately  impn*oned  ana 
pardoned  by  the  aueen  of  Spain,"  will  be  uueo 
up. 
There  was  no  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bttf  ai  ^o^* 
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As  ad  for  the  rtiief  of  Anwricsn  citizanB  lately  imprisoned 
and  pardoMd  by  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
Jh  a  ^nmeUd  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativee 
af  the  United  Stctes  of  America  in  Congrete  aaeemhied, 

Tlwt  ibere  be,  and  hereby  Is,  appropriated  Uic  sum  of 

doDarv,  or  ifo  macb  thereof  as  may  be  uecetMary,  out  of  any 
i&oae>  in  the  Tieaeury  not  otberwide  appropriated,  for  the 
rahef<^  American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned 

Ktbe  Queen  of  Spain,  and  who  are  out  of  the  limiui  of  the 
tiled  States,  the  name  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
oftli«Pr««Jdent  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  J3AYLY,  I  made  a  call  u|»on  the  Admin- 
istmcion  for  an  estimate  of  the  iium  which  will  be 
oecessary  for  the  relief  of  these  prisoners.  The 
estimate  sent  in  is  in  these  words: 


«^«»B  «»<««  ^«&i4^  m    x#r    aj  J  A 

WAKniNQTON,  Junnary  B 


,  I^.  5 


Dkpartmknt  of  State 

..  ^KniNC 

To  the  Hon.  Tuom  as  H.  BaILy, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Jiffair*: 

8ni:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 

ktter  of  the  6th  instant,  requesting,  on  beh.alf  of  the  Com- 

unnet  on  Foreign  Afihirs,  an  estimate  of  the  sum  which 

najr  be  neccMary  to  carry  into  effect  the  President's  rec- 

oMnendatioii  in  respect  to  the  members  of  the  Lopes  ex- 

IHdition  recently  set  free  in  Spain     In  reply,  I  have  the 

koaor  to  acquaint  you  that,  according  to  the  bpst  inforoia- 

ioa  in  p<MM»aidon  of  this  Department,  the  number  of  those 

jfamto*  is  from  one  hundred  and  sixty ^o  one  hundred  and 

Nvmtr.    Some  expenses  will  probably  have  been  incurred 

•a  ftenr  account  prior  to  theu  release,  and  manv  of  tliem 

wfll  ha««  required  necessary  clothing.    This,  including  the 

esu  of  their  passage  home,  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  thir* 

tf4t^e  doUani  eaefa.    An  appropriation  of  six  thousand  dol- 

iMn  wouldy  therefore,  probably  be  sufficient  for  all  these 

the  boDorto  be,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obcdl- 

DANIBL  WEBSTER. 


I  move,  therefore,  that  the  blank  in  the  bill  be 
Bti  with  "six  thousand."  If  members  will  look 
at  the  bill  they  will  see  that  it  is  carefully  drawn. 

I(  prorides  for  the  appropriation  of dollars, 

or  BO  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  out  of 
tkt  money  in  the  public  Treasury  not  otherwise 
^ipro^iated,  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens 
klely  imprisoned  and  parddned  by  the  Clueen  of 
Bma^  and  who  are  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates,  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
QOB  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  shall 
Bot  detain  the  committee  with  any  remarks  in  ad- 
Tocacy  of  the  bill.    I  think  it  vindicates  itself. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment, 
tnd  31  vas  agreed  to. 

Mr*  BAYLY.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise 
and  rnon  the  bill  to  the  House. 

M&1QIDD1NGS  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
md  he  vrould  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to 

rik  Qpon  the  subject  of  the  foreign  relations  of 
coaiitry,  although  not  perhaps  directly  affect- 
ing the  bill  before  the  committee.  He  delivered  a 
gnmd  fpeech  on  the  doctrine  of  national  inter- 
vention, "which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virgrinia.  I  do  not  propose 
tt  this  time  to  debate  the  subject  of  interven- 
tioB.  A  proper  opportunity  will  occur  for  that 
vken  we  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
iue  <kf  the  Union  on  the  President's  message; 
;  *Rtr  that  another  opportunity  will  occur  upon  a 
nport  iirhich  will  come 'from  the  Committee  on 
Port»)  Affairs;  but  what  I  propose  now  to  do  is, 
toBsk  the  committee  tb  rise  and  stop  this  debate, 
liut  we  may  pass  this  bill  appropriating  six  thou- 
imd  dollars  for  the  relief  of  some  poor  and 
<ie!uded  citizens  of  our  own  country,  who  have 
pnietieany  tested  the  expediency  or  intervention 
Uithe  afifaira  of  a  foreign  country.  [Laughter.] 
1  QMrre  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

}Ar.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to 
^j  %» the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  I  desire 
t^  faiU  belaid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
^0  enable  me  to  take  up  a  bill^to  which  I  wish  to 
propose  an  amendment.  It  is  a  bill  which  will  not 
pn»voke  any  discussion,  and  is  very  much  needed 
Ui  be  passed  now. 

Mr.  BAYLY .  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
viU  perceive  my  object  is  to  stop  debate  upon  this 
^ill,  and  to  bring  the  House  to  action  upon  it  at 
once.    I  cannot  consent  to  have  this  bill  laid  aside. 

If  it  is  to  pass  at  all  it  should  be  passed  at  once. 

I.ittote  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  C  A  RTTER.    1  have  an  amendment  I  wish 

to  effer.    It  is  this: 

^ProvUedf  That  nothinitr  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  into 
J^MpnAalion  of  any  interference  in  the  doracittic  affidre  of 
^  va  by  say  of  Hie  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

.    Mr.  BAYLY.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

.  ^  is  ikm  Pending  a  motion  to  rise  an  amendment 

^  sot  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  have  the  floor,  1  believe. 
1^  The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  will  state  that 
^e  Qodtnteod  the  gtotleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 


Batlt]  to  make  the  motion  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House.  Upon  which 
understanding  the  Chair  had  assigned  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  to  make 
a  motion. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  On  the  contrary,  as  soon  as  he 
stated  that  he  desired  to  make  an  amendment  I 
modified  my  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  a  simple 
motion  to  rise.  -aw 

TheCHAlRMAN.  The  Chair  understood' Uie 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  move  that  the  commit- 
tee rise  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  But  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  gave  notice  that  he  had  an  amendment,  I  saw 
at  once  1  could  not  do  that,  and  1  modified  my 
motion  so  as  to  make  it  simply  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  understand  it,  and  will 
put  that  question  first. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bayly,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  ot  the  commit- 
tee (Mr.  Stephbks,  of  Geoigia)  reported  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally 
under  consideration,  and  particularly  House  bill 
No.  63,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  American 
citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the 
dueen  of  Spain,  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
that  they  had  come  to  no  conclusioix.  thereon,  and 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  the  usual  resolution  to 
stop  debate  upon  this  bill  in  five  minutes  after  the 
committee  shall  have  resumed  its  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  mto  a 
Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  of  th^  Union. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  an 
adjournment }    Three  o'clock  has  arrived. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Then  I  move  that  this 
House  do  now* adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  "No!**] 

Mr.  SKELTON  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
adjournment^  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bayly,]  that 
we  can  in  this  House  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  proceeding  the  gen- 
tleman asks  for. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Only  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  requires  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bayly,  and  it  was  agreed  to  on  a  division  of 
the  House — ayes  99,  noes  not  counted.  So  the 
House  again  resolved  itself  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Stephkns, 
of  Georgia,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  No.  63. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  ofler  the  following  amend 
ment:  • 

Providedf  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  into 
an  approbation  of  any  interference  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  Cuba  by  any  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  submit  that  amendment  in 
good  faith. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
My  question  is,  that  the  amendment  is  not  germane 
to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  it  is  germane.  Where  in- 
dividuals convicted,  according  to  the  bill,  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  Cuba,  it  is  certainly  germane 
to  declare  that,  in  the  passage  of  this  *bin,  we 
express  no  approbation  of  their  conduct.  The 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  The  aopropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  contemplated  by  this  bill,  is  de- 
signed for  the  purpose  of  bringing  home  certain 
men  who  have  violated  the  neuti*ality  laws  of  this 
country  and  the  national  Sovereignty  of  a  foreign 
Power.  Our  own  laws  are  either  at  fault,  or  this 
appropriation  ought  to  be  made,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  promote  the  eflTiciency  of  those 
laws.  If  the  proposition  were  to  expend  money 
to  deliver    your    penitentiaries,  all  would  vote 
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against  it.  The  reason  why  we  vote  this  amount 
is  because  it  is  regarded  as  a  sort  of  political 
oft'ence,  and  those  who  have  violated  the  neutrality 
laws  are  entitled  to  considerations  that  relate  to 
I  political  oifences  alone.  I  consider  it  important  to 
the  int*»ffrity  of  your  own  laws,  important  to  the 
national  integrity  of  this  Government,  that  while 
I  we  extend  this  relief  from  the  dictates  of  human- 
I  ity,  we  should  throw  around  these  laws  a  signifi- 
cance which  will  preserve  their  force.  But  a  few 
years  since  and  we  had  this  filibusterian  expedi- 
tion unon  our  northern  frontier,  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States  wercl^  to  the  scaflbld  and  into  the 
prisons  of  the  provinces  of  Canada,  or  were  trans- 
ported to  Van  Dieraen's  Land,  to  drag  out  their 
imprisonment  there.  When  they  were  released 
by  the  clemency  of  the  Britisli  Government,  you 
heard  nothing  about  expending  money  from  the 
public  Treasury  to  bring  them  back  to  the  United 
States.  They  were  compelled  to  drag  themselves 
buck  here  with  tiie  assistance  of  benevolent  for- 
eigners. 

[Here  thft  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  hour  fixed  by  the 
House  for  the  termination  of  debate  had  arrived. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire 

Mr.  BAYLY.     I  have  the  right,  after  the  de- 
bate has  closed — having  report^  the  bill — to  be 
[heard  one  hour  under  the  rules. 
^    TheCHAlRMAN.    The  Chairman  recognized 
!  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evan sj— not 
knowing  what  motion  he  had  to«ubmit. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ofler- 
ingan  amendment. 

TheCHAlRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia is  in  order  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    I  had  supposed  that  the 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  his  hour  af\er all  amend- 
.ments  had  been  considered  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  He  is  entitled  to  his  hour 
after  the  time  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  Gentlemen  need  not 
suppose  I  am  going  to  occupy  an  hour.  I  shall 
not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes.  I  hope  the 
bill  may  pass.  The  ^ntleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
CAETTBnJ  seems  to  think  that  our  making  provis- 
ion to  bring  these  prisoners  home,  is  an  approbation 
of  their  conduct.  Now,  let  me  give  tlie  gentlenuui 
asimplWIustration,  which  will,  I  am  sure,  refute 
his  argument  at  once.  It  is  the  law  of  Viiginia, 
and  I  presume  the  law  of  Ohio,  that  when  the 
courts  send  a  man  to  the  penitentiary,  and  incar- 
cerate him  there  until  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  punishment,  or  imtil  he  is  pardoned,  there  shall 
be  paid  to  him  money  sufiicient  to  get  him  other 
clothes  than  those  worn  in  the  penitentiary,  and 
to  carry  him  home.  This  is  the  law,  I  presume, 
in  all  ofthe  States.  It  is  a  matter  of  sheer  human- 
ity, and  I  take  it  foreranted  that  it  is  the  same  in 
all  of  the  States.  After  we  have  punished  a  man 
— after  he  has  expiated  his  oiTence — ^is  it  a  crime 
to  afiford  him  nioney  to  get  back  home?  The  sim- 
ple statement  is  a  refutation  of  the  proposition. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says  further,  that  if 
we  have  power  to  appropriate- these  ^,000  to 
bring  home  these  Cuban  prisoners  from  Spain, 
we  have  authority  to  appropriate  money  to  carry 
home  the  convicts  from  Stale  penitentiaries  that 
may  be  turned  out.  Now,  we  wouki  have  no 
authority  under  the  Constitution  to  appropriate  this 
,  money  were  these  men  in  our/>wn  territory.  It 
'  is  because  they  are  in  foreign  countries,  because  it 
is  a  matter  pertaining  to  our  foreign  relations  that 
we  have  the  power  to  appropriate  this  money.  It 
is  the  distinction  tliat  Air.  Madison  took.  It  is 
the  distinction  that  Mr.  Calhoun  took  in  voting 
for  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Ca- 
racas. 

As  to  that  Caracas  affair,  I  always  doubted 
the  constitutionality  of  it,  because  it  was  for  the 
relief  of  foreigners  and  not  American  citizens. 
When  our  citizens  are  within  the  limits  of  any 
of  the  States,  the  General  Government  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  them.  They  are  under  the  Juris- 
diction ofthe  separate  States,  and  it  is  for  the  States 
to  take  care  of  them;  but  when  they  are  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  they  are  under  the 
protection  of  our  Government,  ana  it  is  our  duty 
to  take  care  of  them.  It  is  for  that  reason  we 
have  appropriated  annually  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  to  this  time  a  sura  of  money 
to  relieve  disabled  and  sick  seamen  in  foreign 
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know  how  to  get  up  an  anti-intervention  amend- 
ment. [Laughter.]  It  would  be  a  decided  act 
of  intervention,  and  I  am  opposed  to  intervention 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
foreign  powers.  1  voted  against  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,] 
because!  thought  it  improper  and  out  of  place, 
but  not  because  I  am  m  favor  of  intervention. 
8ir,  this  is  not  a  case  of  intervention  at  all.  If 
these  persons  did  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  Spain 
by  going  to  Cuba,  the  crime  is  at  an  end  in  con- 
sequence of  the  pardon  of  the  Clueen  of  Spain, 
aod  vre  do  not  intervene  in  the  afl'airs  of  foreign 
nations  by  voting  money  to  brin^  them  home 
again.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cart- 
Tcm]  ju^ed  that  these  men  were  punishable  under 
our  own  laws.  Take  it  for  granted  that  they 
were 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman,  that  he  must  confinehis  remarks 
u*  his  own  amendment. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Take  it  for  granted,  that  these 
persons  are  punishable  by  our  own  laws,  still  you 
«annot  get  at  them  to  punish  them,  until  they  are 
brought  back  to  this  country.  That  is  the  only 
way  in  which  you  can  enforce  the  laws.  The 
Touiig^  of  this  money  is  not  an  act  of  interven- 
tion in  the  affairs  of  Spain  at  all,  and  for  thatrea- 
lon  1  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
Ueaian  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttkr]  which  has  been 
iidopted. 

But,  sir,  these  are  miserable  misguided  men; 
they  are  generally  young  men;  they  are  inexperi- 
enced. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  calls  the  gen- 
tleman to  order.  The  general  merits  of  the  bill 
axe  not  now  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  showing  why  the  Presi- 
dent  should  not  send  a  ship-of-war  aAer  these  per- 
sons. 1  say  that  these  are  very  young  and  mis- 
guided men ;  many  of  them — ^most  of  them  have 
not  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  and  they  are 
Dot,  therefore,  to  be  judged  by  too  rigid  rules,  and 
certaioJy,  every  dictate  of  humcmity,  and  every 
impulse  that  can  properly  prompt  the  human 
heart,  would  lead  us  to  vote  this  appropriation  to 
bno^  them  back  to  their  families  anu  friends. 

AAr.  SAVAGE.    I  wish  to  speak  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment.    I  think  tliat  a  ship-of-war 
Ott^ht  to  be  sent  after  these  unfortunate  men.    I 
think  so,  not  only  from  mv  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  humanity,  wnich  should  oontrol  all 
Governments,  but  I  think  it  ou^ht  to  be  done  in 
accordance  with  a  precedent  which  has  been  es- 
tablished by  this  Government,  and  which  1  had 
the  honor  of  opposing — if  it  be  an  honor.    We 
sent  a  ship-of-war  to  a  foreign  country  to  bring 
over  a  man  and  his  associates,  who  were  engaged 
in  a  cause  which  I  cannot  distinguish  from  the  one 
in  which  these  persons  were  engaged.    1  allude 
to  the  ship-of-war  which  was  sent  for  the  Hun- 
garian exiles,  who  have  had  the  honor  of  being 
transported  to  this  country  from  an  imprisonment 
not  so  d^rading,  or  so  confining,  or  so  necessi- 
tous as  the  one  which  has  overwhelmed  these  un- 
fortunate citizens  of  ours. 

I  think,  too,  that  this  Government  is  to  a  great 
extent  responsible  for  the  unfortunate  predicament 
in  which  these  men  are  now  placed.    This  Gov- 
ernment chose  to  interfere  originally  in  this  scheme, 
and  I  believe  that  if  it  had  remained  quiet  and  had 
not  given  iu  countenance  against  these  men  who 
were  endeavoring  to  uproot  the  tyranny  which 
was  oppressing  Cuba,  tney  would  to-day,  instead 
of  being  condemned  as  pirates  and  imprisoned  by 
a  foreign  power,  have  been  the  liberators  of  a  State 
and  the  founders  of  a  Republic. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.^ 
Mr.  ORR.     I  desire  to  mquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  how  he  voted  upon 
the  resolution  to  bring  Kossuth  to  this  country? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  will  answer  the  question 
vith  rreat  pleasure. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  holds  the  m- 
qainr  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  have  the  record  here,  and  the  gen- 
tkma  voted  in  the  affirmative. 
4: 


Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (in  his  seat.)  That  vote 
required  no  appropriation  of  money  J 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  leave  to  withdraw  hiq 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  objected. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  tlie  bill  to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  commiiteeaccordin^ly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration, and  particu- 
larly House  bill  No.  63,  **  for  the  relief  or  certain 
American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned 
by  the  Clueen  of  Spain,*'  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same  to  the  House  with  two  amend- 
ments, in  which  he  asked  the  concurrence  of  t}ie 
House. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  I  desire  to  say  something 
against  one  of  the  amendments,  but  I  will  not  Uo^ 
it  now,  as  I  am  anxious  for  the  bill  to  pass  in  any 
form.  The  second  amendment,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
is,  however,  entirely  unnecessary,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  agree  to  it.  I  now  call  ior  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  question  to  be 
on  concurrins^  in  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  words  "six  thousand.** 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  agreed 
to.    So  the  House  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  question  to  be 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  add 
to  the  bill  the  following: 

Provided^  That  notbing  in  Uiis  act  tball  be  construed  into 
an  approbation  of  any  interference  in  the  doineuUc  affuirs 
of  Cuba,  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statcit. 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STANLY.  There  are  some  sick  mem- 
bers— sick  upon  the  subject  of  intervention,  whom 
I  want  to  hear,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ac- 
cordingly adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

NOTICED  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  A  bill  for  the  laying  off  of  the  town  of 
Kaneeville,  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  gave  notice  Uiat  he  should  at  the 
earliest  day  pogi^ible  a»k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  author- 
ising the  repairs  of  piers  at  Port  Penn,and  the  construction 
of  a  shelter  fbr  vessels  at  Reedy  Island,  in  the  Delaware 
river. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  gave  notice,  under  the  rule,  of  his 
intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  th«  issue  of  armo, 
ammunition,  and  equipments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  upon  Uie  requisition  of  the  Governor  of  tlie 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
militia,  volunteers,  rangers,  and  Pueblo  Indians  of  sold 
Tartitory. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 
The  following  petitions,  memorials,  &c..  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts :  The  petition  of  James 
Reed  aud  others,  citizens  of  Boston,  that  the  expenses  and 
chaises  attendant  upon  the  exhibition  of  American  goods 
at  the  World's  Fair  may  be  reimbursed. 

By  Mr.  KURTZ  :  The  petition  of  George  P.  Welsh  and 
Clark  H.  Wells,  passed  mid!«hipmen  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  asking  fbr  masters'  pay  during  the  time  they  per- 
formed the  duties  of  lieutenants,  under  the  circumstances 
set  forth  io  their  ptttition. 

By  Mr.  PRICE:  The  petitioa  of  Henry  A.  H.  Martin, 
E.  B.  Titsworth,  Isaac  Webster,  and  other  citizens  of  New 
Jersey,  representing  that  they  contiider  the  importation  of 
intoxicating  liquors  into  this  country  a  source  of  great  evil, 
aud  pray  the  eiuictment  of^a  law  prohibiting  entirely  the 
importaiion  of  such  liquora. 

By  Mr.  WALLACE:  The  petition  of  Jane  Gaston,  of 
South  Carolina,  widow  of  Joseph  Gaston,  praying  that  the 
invalid  pcni^ion  granted  to  her  husband  in  his  lifeUme,  may 
be  also  Granted  to  her. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  The  padtion  of  R.  Morisy,  H.  Currla, 


and  H.  Vail,  deputy  marshals,  praying  for  increased  com- 
pensation for  the  taking  of  tlie  cen.tus. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  petition  of  J.  B. 
Chnstman,  for  himself  and  others,  pmjin?  the  esrablish- 
ment  of  a  mail-route  from  Westviile,  Siaip^n  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, to  Moiiticello,  Lawrence  county,  in  the  tMofi 
Slate. 

By  Mr.  MoORE,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  memorial  of 
John  F.  Dumas,  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  balance  of 
claim  against  the  French  Government. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Captain  Jonas 
P.  Levy,  in  relation  to  his  claims  on  Mexico  nsnnned  by 
the  United  States  under  the  8tli,  9tli,  13th,  and  Mth  articI«M 
of  tlie  treaty  dated  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  February 'i,  1848, 
complaining  of  injustice  done  him  by  the  comnitM«iiinera 
for  the  settlement  of  said  ciainis,  charging  llicni  wiU>  negli- 
gence by  the  loss  of  important  papers,  and  pctitionhig  Con- 
gress to  order  an  investigation  whereby  his  claims  may  be 
fniriy  considered  and  he  thereby  obtain  compensation  fbr 
bis  losses  as  has  been  provided  for  by  law. 

By  Mr.  HUNTER:  The  petition  of  Amos  Armstrong. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Kentucky  :  The  petiUon  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Owsley  county,  Kentucky,  praying  the  esub. 
lishuientofa  mail  route  from  Booneville,  Owsley  county' 
Kentucky,  passing  Pond  Creek,  to  Lendou,  Laurel  count>*, 
Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petiUon  of  Jennie  D.  Haskins, 
widow  of  lieutenant  Chartes  Ilaskins,  who  fell  at  Monta- 
revj  Mexico,  September  21, 1846,  a»kiug  for  a  continuance 
of  her  penKion. 

By  Mr.  WEIGHTMAN:  A  memorial  (shmed  by  a  citl- 

sen  of  New  Mexico,)  praying  that thounand  copies  of 

the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  lo 
both  IIouiics  of  Congress,  and  annual  report-*  of  liead^^  of 
Departments,  transinincd  at  the  present  sc6.«ion  of  the  pres- 
ent Cunjrrass,  be  printed  in  the  Spanish  language. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  petiUon  of  Lewis  Carberry, 
William  M.  K.  0»boni,  John  H.  King,  and  Richard  Slisck- 
ell,  and  seven  or  eight  hundred  otiier  citizens  of  George- 
town, Diiitrict  of  Columbia,  praying  tliat  Congre«8  would 
extend  Pennsylvania  A%*enuo  to  Rock  Creek,  and  over  a 
bridge  into  Georgetown ;  and  that  tlie  said  bridge  be  cou> 
structed  by  (»rder  of  Congress,  and  to  connect  G(M)rgetown 
with  Buch  measures  as  may  be  adopted  for  bringing  a  sup- 
ply of  water  into  Washington  from  the  Potomac  river,  and 
extending  gasliglits  on  Bridge  and  High  streeu  in  said 
town.  And  alscK  that  a  code  of  law(>  suitable  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  District  may  be  prepared  and  passed 
by  Congress. 

By  JVfr.  HENN :  The  memorial  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates assembled  at  Osksloosa,  Iowa,  on  the  35tli  day  of 
November,  1851,  asking  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  f  n»m  Davenport,  via  Muscatine  and 
Oskaloosa,  to  Traders'  Point,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

Also,  the  petitions  of  Orson  Hyde,  Daniel  Mcintosh,  G. 
W.  Armstrong,  and  Joseph  A.  Kelting,  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens  of  Kanesville,  Iowa,  asking  that  the 
owners  and  occupants  of  lots  in  said  town  may  be  pennit- 
ted  to  enter  a  tract  of  land  one  mile  square,  to  include  the 
site  of  said  town,  by  paying  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $1  25 
per  acre. 

Also^  the  memorial  of  Professor  D.  L.  McGuyin,  Presi- 
dent of  the  «  Iowa  Medical  College,"  asking  a  change  in 
the  law  governing  postage  on  reporu  and  pamphlets  iuued 
by  scienUlic  institutions  and  societies. . 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  29,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bctler. 
EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESI  DENT  pro  fm.  laid  before  theSenate 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  21st  instant,  information  in  relation 
to  the  plan  adopted  in  preparing  the  cenaus  returns, 
and  their  estimated  oulk,  when  printed;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  prhited. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  Marga- 
ret Bamitz,  only  surviving  child  and  heir  of  Daviil 
Grier,  an  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  commutation  pay  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  three  memorials  of  the  citizens  of  Pitts-' 
burg,  praying  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  rapidfl 
of  the  Ste.  Marie;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mails  on  the  Sabmith  may  be  prohib- 
ited by  law;  wiiich  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  pf 
duty  on  salt;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 
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Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  har- 
Dors  and  brealcwaters  in  the  Delaware;  which  ivas 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhoae  Island ,  against  restoring  cor- 
poral punishment  in  the  Navy,  and  in  favor  of 
abolishing  the  spirit  ration  in  that  service. 

Ordendf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflhirs  and  printed. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  journeymen 
cigar  makers  of  Ogdensbuii^,  New  York,  prayine 
an  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported  cigars;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
rout  from  fioonsville  to  Fort  Smith;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  California,  recommending  the  payment 
of  a  debt  incurred  by  the  City  of  Sacramento  in 
providing  for  the  sick,  and  the  burial  of  deceased 
emigrants,  who  arrived  in  that  city.    - 

Ordered f  T^atit  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayorand  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  asking  permission  to  make  an  alteration 
in  the  Chicago  river,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
an  officer  of  the  Army,  stationed  in  New  Mexico, 
showing  the  inadequacy  of  his  pay  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  board;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affi»irs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
J.  M.  Browne,  praying  that  bounty  land  may  be 
allowed  to  the  volunteer  companies  called  out  for 
the  protection  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAP£RS  WITHDRAWN  AND    REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 
Orderedy  That  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Little  Egg 
Harbor,  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  Improve- 
ment or  that  harbor ;  and  the  memorial  of  the  townahipe  of 
Ocean  and  Shrewsbury,  New  Jersey,  on  the  files  or  the 
Senate,  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  Shrewsbury 
river,  be  referred  to  the  CkMnmittce  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  first  regiment  of 

Louisiana  volunteers,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 

to  tlie  Committee  on  IMiliiary  Aflliin. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Sally  Bass,  beirof  Charies 

Pasteur,  deceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Revtriutionary  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Flinn, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her 
relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 
Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  some  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Osburn,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  C.  H.  Blood,  reported 
"  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 
granted." 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation,  in 
Sjrt,  for  the  erection  of  the  lifi^ht-nouse  on  Sand 
ey,  Florida;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for 
one  moment  in  relation  to  this  bill.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed that  it  makes  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
the  coinpletion  of  the  light-house  on  Sand  Key, 
in  Florida.  It  is  not  a  sum  suflkient  to  complete 
that  light-house;  but  there  is  now  a  cargo  of  iron 
lying  in  a  vessel  at  that  place,  and  there  is  no 
monejr  under  the  control  of  the  Department  to  pay 
for  freight  and  charges  upon  it.  The  Government 
is  consequently  liable  to  a  certain  daily  sum  as 
demurrage;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
may  be  passed  at  this  time. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  read  a  sec- 
pnd  time,  considered   as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  JAMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Jane  Irwin,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  her  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  George  Jennings  and  others, submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  tha^reUef  of  Thomas  D. 
Jennings. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  repori  be  printed. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  John  McReynoIds,  of  Detroit,  reported  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McRAE,  a^eably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  *  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1852,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  3, 
1851,  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States;**  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter 
and  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  said:  As  the  subject  is  one 
of  great  interest,  I  will  state  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 

It  proposes  to  confer  on  the  several  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  the  powers  and  juris- 
diction now  exercised  by  the  circuit  courts  in 
their  respective  circuits. 

It  proposes  to  create  a  court  of  appeals,  con- 
sisting of  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  assigned  to  the  circuit  where  the 
court  is  held,  and  the  judges  of  the  several  dis- 
triot  courts  in  such  circuit. 

It  proposes  to  give  to  these  courts  of  appeal 
the  jurisdiction  of  cases  brought  from  the  district 
courts,  in  the  same  manner  they  are  now  brought 
therefrom  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  from  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  appeal, 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  the  matter 
in  controversy  exceeds  $5,000,  and  when  is  drawn 
in  question  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress or  of  any  State.  It  also  makes  provision  for 
California  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  PISH,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Bedient,  late  a  sergeant  in  the  fourth  regi- 
ment of  artillery;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  tide,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS  IN  SPAIN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Fornet,  its  Clerk: 

Mr.  PRBsiDBifT :  The  Houm  of  Repre«entaUve«  have 
pttsed  a  bill  entitled  "  Aii  act  for  the  relief  of  American 
citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  Queen  of 
Spain;  in  which  it  requests  the  concurrence  of  the  Sehate. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

RepresentaU\es  by  Mr.  Forney,  its  Clerk: 

Mr.  Prksidbnt:  The  House  of  ReyresentaUves  have 
pawied  a  bill  providing  fbr  carrying  into  execution  in  fur- 
ther part  the  tweinh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  con- 
cluded at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo ;  in  which  it  requests  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  its 
title,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

PAY  OP  OFFICERS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  *the  following  resolution 

for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUiry  AflHirs  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting  increased 
compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  in  New 
Mexico. 


THE  EXILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sympathy  of  Congress  for  the  exiled 
Irish  patriot8,SmithO'Brien, Thomas  F.Meagber, 
and  tneir  associates. 

An  amendment  was  oflfered  by  Mr.  Sbicldi, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  aAer  the  enacting  chiuse,  and  insert: 

<*That  while  we  disclaim  all  intention  »f  interferiiw  « 
an^  way  in  the  internal  aflairs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Gnn 
Britain  and  Ireland,  we  deem  it  our  dn^  lo  expr»^  is  a 
respectful  manner,  our  firm  conviction  diat  it  woald  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  people  of  the  United  Biaiet,  waaj 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Ireland,  and  connected  by  blood 
with  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  to  see  Smith  O'Bnn 
and  his  associates  restored  to  liberty,  and  pefmitled,ifM 
disposed,  to  emigrate  to  this  country.  We  wnoid  irgaid 
this  act  of  clemency  as  a  new  proof  of  the  friendly  di»po«t- 
tion  of  tlie  British  Government  towards  oar  RepuMic,  ao4 
as  calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  aflectioe  now  bv 
pily  existing  between  the  people  of  the  United  States  u4 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaud." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resois- 
tion  lie  postponed  to,  and  be  the  i^pecial  order  of  the  di; 
for  Thursday,  tlie  5th  of  February  next. 

REPORTS  OF  SENATE  DEBATES. 
The  engrossed  resolution  for  settling  the  ac* 
counts  for  reporting  the  debates  and  proceedings  of 
Congress  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SALLY  T.  FLOYD. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  now  move  that  tbt 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  question 
upon  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
or  Mrs.  Sallj  T.  Floyd.  I  would  remark  to  the 
Senate,  that  if  the  reconsideration  takes  place  oov, 
the  bill  can  go  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
come  up  for  consideration  to-morrow.  My  object 
is  to  restore  the  bill  to  its  place  on  the  Caleodir, 
so  that  it  can  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  which  a 
private  bill  day. 

TfTe  PRESIDENT.  The  motion,  which  lies 
on  the  table,  is  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  fioal 
passage  of  the  bill.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
moves  to  take  up  that  motion  for  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  reoonstdering  the 
vote  on  thepassaage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  think  that  perhapi  the 
best  plan  to  adopt  would  be  to  let  the  bill  be  re- 
considered and  go  upon  the  Calendar.  In  this 
way  we  shall  deter  whatever  remains  any  Senator 
may  think  proper  to  make  until  to-morrow.  I 
hope  that  course  will  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  cannot  be.  If  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  agreed  to,  the  bill  will  come 
up  upon  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Let  the  vote  on  the  paasige 
of  the  bill  be  reconsidered,  and  then  the  oill  can 
be  postposed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carohna,and  hope  thai 
the  bill  will  be  reconsidered  and  then  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  do  not  see  any  good  retsoo 
why  we  should  reconsider  this  bill.  It  wai  in- 
troauced  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Underwood,]  and  reported  by  myself  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions.  I  thought  then,  and  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  thought,  and  the  Senate 
seemed  to  think,  that  it  was  a  meritorious  biD. 
We  carried  it  through  all  its  stages.  It  wa« 
passed.  But  it  was  arrested  by  a  motion  to  re- 
consider. I  suppose  that  on  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider, it  is  in  order  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  ai 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

The  husband  of  Mrs.  Floyd  was  a  g^^^^^^r 
distinguished  officer  in  the  Army;  he  served  his 
country  long  and  faithfully.    Owing  to  extraor- 
dinary hardships  and  exposures,  during  a  long 
and  gallant  service,  he  became  diseased.  Hw  9er- 
vices  were  highly  valued  by  the  Army  and  by  the 
War  Department.    In  order  to  enable  him  to  re- 
cover his  health,  if  possible,  and  yet  remain  in  the 
service,  he  was  sent  from  post  to  post,  a»  hw 
medical  advisers  thought  proper,  in  ortler  to  won 
him  an  opportunity  to  recover,  so  that  the  Army 
might  not  lose  the  advantage  ot  his  serrices.  1  wf 
course  was  tried  for  a  considerable  ume.  nnui  m 
found  that  his  healtli  could  not  be  restored  so  tJjai 
he  could  render  efficient  service;  and  althouf  D  nj 
could  have  remained  in  the  Army  and  conunofa 
to  receive  his  pay,  he  preferred,  on  account  ot  n  ■ 
ill-health,  to  leave  the  Array  and  retire  to  pnw* 
life.     He  did  so:  and,  diortly  afterwarda,  ne 
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died — leaving  a  poor  and  helpleu  family.  The 
propoeitioii  involved  in  this  bill  is  to  treat  his 
widow  as  if  he  had  died  in  the  service,  and  in  con- 
sequence  of  diseases  acquired  while  in  the  per- 
form&nce  of  his  duties.  That  is  its  foundation, 
and  the  committee  have  considered  it  a  meritori- 
ous claim.  We  have  passed  bills  on  this  ground 
several  times;  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  the 
Senate  has  already  passed  bills  upon  that  princi- 
ple, we  should  reconsider  this  vote  and  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  bill,  which,  if  passed  now,  might 
go  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  time  to  be 
passed  there  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  gentlenuin  from 
f  ndtana,  [Mr.  Biugbt,]  who  made  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  and  that  was  the 
reason  which  induced  me  to  suggest  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  motion,  and  suffer  it  to  lie  over  till 
to-morrow.  If  the  Senate  think  proper  to  pursue 
that  course,  T  have  no  objection.  But  I  wish  to 
make  a  remark  upon  this  bill,  which  I  will  take  oc- 
casion to  make  now',  and  then  I  shall  have  washed 
my  hands  of  it.  I  believe  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  although  I  was  not 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time,  seemed  to  intimate  that 
this  was  a  strange  bill  to  come  from  me;  for  1 
asked  leave  originally  at  this  session  to  introduce 
the  bill.  The  history  of  the  matter  is  simply  this: 
My  friend  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Borland]  told 
me  that  a  constituent  of  mine,  (Mrs.  Floyd,)  had 
a  bill,  granting  her  a  pension,  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  but  which  failed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  he  would 
introduce  the  bill,  but  as  I  was  the  representative 
of  Kentucky,  it  might  be  better  for  me  to  introduce 
it.  Believing  (hat  everything  was  right, and  wish- 
ing to  serve  a  constituent,  1  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce this  bill,  which  had  passed  this  body  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  It  was  introduced,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  reported 
back,  and  passed. 

My  position  in  reeard  to  all  these  pension  claims 
u  well  known.  1  endeavored,  during  the  last 
Congress,  to  bring  back  the  action  of  this  and  the 
Ofther  House,  as  far  as  I  could,  to  the  revolutionary 
mW.  In  a  speech  which  I  made  then — to  empty 
benches  for  aught  I  know,  though  I  believe  some 
e^t  or  ten  listened  to  me — I  took  up  the  pension 
laws,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Qovemment,  and 
gave  a  history  of  them,  statute  by  statute,  and 
showed  the  changes  which  had  taken  place;  and  1 
endeavored  to  eet  the  Senate  back  to  the  original 
rule  established  bv  our  revolutionary  fathers,  and 
to  get  clear  of  the  latitudinous  I^slation,  by  which 
almost  everybody  who  appeals  to  our  sympathy 
a  put  upon  the  Treasury  for  a  support.  I  found  it 
to  be  a  useless  task.  1  nave  labored  for  that  object 
until  I  am  tired.  But  I  can  say,  without  reference 
to  this  principle,  that  the  case  of  Mrs.  Floyd  is 
more  meritorious,  in  my  estimation,  than  the  cases 
of  soldiers  who  die  of  cholera — a  disease  which 
carries  off  everybody — when  their  widows  are  put 
upon  the  pension  rolls. 

It  may  be  a  technical  objection  to  this  bill  that 
Colonel  Floyd  did  not  die  in  the  service.  But  it 
was  honorable  to  him  that  he  resigned  when  he 
was  unable  to  render  service;  whereas  he  might 
hsve  remained  in  the  service,  and  secured  his  pay 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  and  a  pension  to  his 
family,  if  he  had  not  resigned.  I  look  upon  this 
claim  as  a  much  more  meritorious  one  than  many 
which  we  hare  established  by  precedent;  ana, 
therefore,  while  Congress  is  disposed  to  act  and 
legislate  upon  the  latitudinous  positions  which  they 
have  assumed  in  reference  to  pensions,  I  am  for 
treating  all  alike.  While  you  have  set  such  an 
examine  as  you  did  in  the  case  of  the  children  of 
atolaier  the  other  day,  to  whom  you  granted  a 
pension;  while  you  had  repealed  the  very  law  by 
which  their  ancestor  would  have  been  entitled  to 
Kceive  a  pension,  and  when  you  grant  pensions 
to  widows  whose  husbands  die  of  cholera^  surely 
you  ought  to  grant  this  pension. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Passage  of  this  bill.  I  have  never,  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  voted  against 
In  act  of  clemency  or  charity  or  mercy.  But  the 
Senate  will  recollect  that  some  week  or  ten  days 
lince,  there  was  a  case  before  them  which,  in  my 
Ikoroble  opinion,  appealed  as  strongly  as  any  case, 
and  as  strongly  as  the  case  recommended  by  my 
^Mnorable  fnend  from  Kentucky.  I  recollect  very 
WiU  that  he  then  objected  to  it,  because  it  involvea 


a  principle  which  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
vision of  the  general  law.  1  wish  to  say  now, 
that  I  have  no  disposition  to  return  discourtesy.  I 
hope  chat  this  bill  will  pass.  I  voted  the  other  day 
for  the  bill,  to  which  the  Senator  has  alluded, 
granting  a  pension  to  the  children  of  Captain  Ca- 
pron,  and  1  flhall  be  rery  glad  to  give  this  bill  my 
support.  But  I  hope  that,  if  the  bill  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  in  which  I  feel  an  interest,  should 
come  before  us  again  on  a  motion  to  reconsider, 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  reciprocate  my 
courtesy,  and  vote  with  me  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
an  act  of  mercy  and  of  justice  to  those  who  are  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  subsistence  and  support  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  those  on  whom  they 
depended,  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  do  hope  that  this  bill  wiU 
not  be  reconsidered;  and  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  that  I  am  glad  to  hear  him 
say  he  is  opposed  to  latitudinous  legislation.  1 
will  go  with  him  most  heartily  to  arrest  the  prin- 
ciple of  latitudinous  l^islation;  but  I  hope  he 
will  not  begin  his  system  upon  the  widow  and 
orphans  of  aslant  soldier  who  lost  his  life  by 
reason  of  his  devotion  to  his  country's  service. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  have  already  said  that 
I  consider  this  case  as  more  meritorious  than 
many  others. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  My  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bright,]  I  believe,  made  this  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  PRESIDENT.    He  did. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  He  is  now  absent  on 
account  of  indisposition,  and  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  suffer  this  motion  to  lie  over  until  he  appears. 
I  know  not  what  his  views  are  in  relation  to  the 
bill,  but  1  ask  this  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
justice  to  him.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
allow  me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.    1  withdraw  my  moUon. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  believe  that  I  introduced  ori- 
ginally the  memorial  upon  which  this  bill  is  found- 
ed. I  have  not  thought  proper  to  interpose  any 
remarks  of  my  own  in  relation  to  this  subject; 
but  I  wish  to  say  a  word,  as  I  think  the  Senate  is 
disposed  to  hiy  this  motion  on  the  table,  to  await 
the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Senator  who 
moved  the  reconsideration  on  Friday  last.  1 
moved  to  take  this  motion  from  the  table.  I  sug- 
gested that,  in  my  opinion,  it  came  up  in  proper 
order  among  the  private  bills.  I  considered  that 
it  was  the  very  orst  question  on  the  docket  of 

rrivate  bills.  The  President  decided  otherwise, 
think,  with  great  respect,  that  he  was  in  error. 
It  was  a  bill  which  had  passed  its  third  reading, 
and  was  finally  passed,  and  a  ifkotion  was  then 
made  to  reconsider.  I  therefore  think  it  was  prop- 
erly on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELL.  Now  that  this  bill  is  up  for  con- 
sideration, I  would  suggest  that  it  be  placed  on 
the  Calendar  for  to-morrow,  so  that  it  may  then 
come  up  in  proper  order.  I  propose  that  it  be  laid 
over  until  to-morrow,  and  then  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  the  motion  to  reconsider  being  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  being  considered  over  again;  and 
then,  if  there  is  further  debate,  1  shall  beg  leave  to 
ofifer  a  few  remarks. 

I  think  that  there  is  a  principle  involved  in  this 
bill — a  principle  on  which  we  nave  acted  in  many 
ways  heretofore.  I  am  prepared  to  go  with  the 
Senate,  however,  if  they  shall  see  fit  to  curtail  the 
latitude  with  which  many  of  these  claims  have 
been  allowed.  But  if  the  Senate  should  not  so 
decide,  I  shall  as  strenuously  contend  that  this  is 
as  meritorious  a  case  as  many  others  they  have 
passed  on  full  consideration.  I  trust  that  the 
course  which  I  have  suggested  will  be  taken.  I 
hope  tlie  bill  will  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  As  I 
understand,  it  was  not  strictly  in  order  to  move 
to  take  up  this  motion  this  morning 

The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly  it  was. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  beg  pardon  of  the  Chair.  If  it 
was  in  order  this  morning,  then  it  will  be  in  order 
any  other  morning;  and  I  will  move,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  cannot  be 
received.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  does  not 
seem  to  understand  the  position  of  the  bill.  It 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  actually  passed;  then 


a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill;  and  that  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table.  It  was  not  on  the  Calendar,  but  it 
lies  on  the  table;  and  the  motion  to  take  up 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  made  this  morning. 
That  motion  roust  first  be  made  before  anything 
else  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BELL.  With  great  deference  to  the  Chair, 
I  think  that  if  it  is  laidf  on  the  table,  it  requires  a 
motion  to  take  it  up. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly  it  does. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  now  understand  that  it  has  been 
taken  up,  and  I  therefore  move  to  postpone  it  till 
to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proper  motion  wouW 
be  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  reconsider  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BELL.    That  is  my  motion,  sir. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail;  and  I  hope  the  question  will  be  taken  at 
once.  I  trust  that  the  Senate  will  refuse  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  From 
the  statements  that  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
it,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  altogether  proper. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  is  paissed. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Foots,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, declaring  the  compromise  measures  to  be 
a  definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing 
out  of  the  system  of  American  slavery. 

Mr.  McRAE  addressed  the  Senate  at  some 
lengfli  upon  this  Question,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.  Without  concluding,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuuRfDAT,  January  29,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Bdtler,  Chaplain  to  the  Senate. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  McLANAH  AN.  I  have  a  very  important 
bill  which  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  report  to  the  House.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  present  that 
report  now,  in  order  that  it  may  be  printed.  I  will 
state  that  it  is  a  bill  to  regulate  fees  in  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Cuban  prisoners. 

Mr.  OLDS.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  that 
committees  may  be  called  for  reports. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  the  first  business 
in  order  after  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  if  there  is  not  a  special  order  for  to-day, 
which  will  preclude  the  call  for  reports  of  com- 
miuees? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  special  order,  but 
that  is  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  McLanahan]  wUl  present  his  re- 
port if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  1  move  that  the  committees 
be  called  for  reports.  The  call  will  occupy  but  a 
short  time,  and  it  will  much  advance  the  business 
of  the  House. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  not  in  order 
until  the  unfinished  business  is  disposed  of.    The 
unfinished  business  is  the  following  bill,  viz: 
For  the  relief  of  American  ciUzent  lately  imprisoned  and 

pardoned  by  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
/??  **  ^^^  fy  **•  Senate  and  Hou$e  of  Renreeentntivet 
oftkeUnUed  Slatee  of  America  in  CongroMe  a$»embUd, 

That  there  be,  and  hereby  i0,  appropriated  the  tarn  of 

dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  uecewary,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
relief  of  American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned 
bv  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  who  are  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
tfnited  States,  the  »ame  to  tie  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  question  immediately  pendlneis  upon  con- 
curring with  the  Cqmioittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
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know  how  to  get  up  an  anti-intervention  amend- 
ment. [Laughter.]  It  would  be  a  decided  act 
of  intervention,  and  I  am  opposed  to  intervention 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
forei^  powers.  1  voted  against  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,] 
because  1  thought  it  improper  and  out  of  place, 
but  not  because  I  am  m  favor  of  intervention. 
Sir,  this  is  not  a  case  of  intervention  at  all.  If 
these  persons  did  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  Spain 
by  going  to  Cuba,  the  crime  is  at  an  end  in  con- 
sequence of  the  pardon  of  the  Clueen  of  Spain, 
and  we  do  not  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  foreign 
nations  by  voting  money  to  brin^  them  home 
again.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cart- 
Tui]  argued  that  these  men  were  punishable  under 
our  own  laws.  Take  it  for  granted  that  they 
were 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman,  that  he  must  confine  his  remarks 
in  his  own  amendment. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Take  it  for  granted,  that  these 
persons  are  punishable  by  our  own  laws,  still  you 
cannot  get  at  them  to  punish  them,  until  they  are 
brought  back  to  this  country.  That  is  the  only 
way  in  which  you  can  enforce  the  laws.  The 
voting  of  this  money  is  not  an  act  of  interven- 
tion ill  the  affairs  of  Spain  at  all,  and  for  that  rea- 
son 1  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttkr]  which  has  been 
adopted. 

But,  sir,  these  are  miserable  misguided  men; 
they  are  generally  young  men ;  they  are  inexperi- 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  calls  the  gen- 
tleman to  order.  The  general  merits  of  the  bill 
are  not  now  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  KVANS.  I  am  showing  why  the  Presi- 
dent should  not  send  a  ship-of-war  aAer  these  per- 
sons. I  say  that  these  are  very  young  and  mis- 
guided men;  many  of  them — most  of  them  have 
not  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  and  they  are 
Dot,  Clierefore,  to  be  judged  by  too  rigid  rules,  and 
certaioly«  every  dictate  of  humanity,  and  every 
impulse  that  can  properly  prompt  the  human 
heart,  would  lead  us  to  vote  this  appropriation  to 
bno^  them  back  to  their  famihes  ana  friends. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.    I  wish  to  speak  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment.    I  think  that  a  ship-of-war 
oo^ht  to  be  sent  after  these  unfortunate  men.    I 
think  so,  not  only  from  mv  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  humanity,  wnich  should  oontrol  all 
Grovemments,  but  I  think  it  ou^ht  to  be  done  in 
accordance  with  a  precedent  which  has  been  es- 
tablished by  this  Government,  and  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  opposing — if  it  be  an  honor.    We 
sent  a  ship-of-war  to  a  foreign  country  to  brin^ 
over  a  man  and  his  associates,  who  were  engagea 
in  a  cause  which  1  cannot  distinguish  from  the  one 
in  which  these  persons  were  engaged.    I  allude 
to  the  ship-of-war  which  was  sent  for  the  Hun- 
garian exiles,  who  have  had  the  honor  of  being 
transported  to  tliis  country  from  an  imprisonment 
Dot  so  degrading,  or  so  confining,  or  so  necessi- 
totis  as  the  one  which  has  overwhelmed  these  im- 
fortunate  citizens  of  ours. 

1  think,  too,  that  this  Government  is  to  a  great 
extent  responsible  for  the  unfortunate  predicament 
b  which  these  men  are  now  placed.  This  Gov- 
ernment chose  to  interfere  originally  in  this  scheme, 
and  1  believe  that  if  it  had  remained  quiet  and  had 
not  given  its  countenance  against  these  men  who 
vere  endeavoring  to  uproot  the  tyranny  which 
vas  oppressing  Cuba,  tney  would  to-day,  instead 
of  being  condemned  as  pirates  and  imprisoned  by 
a  foreign  power,  have  been  the  liberators  of  a  State 
aod  tiie  founders  of  a  Republic. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.][ 

Mr.  ORR.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
(torn  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  how  he  voted  upon 
the  resolution  to  bring  Kossuth  to  this  country? 

Mr.  C  AMPBEIX.  I  will  answer  the  question 
¥ith  treAt  pleasure. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  the  m- 
quirv  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  the  record  here,  and  the  gen- 
tkman  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

4: 


Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (in  his  seat.)  That  vote 
required  no  appropriation  of  money.' 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  leave  to  withdraw  hi^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  objected. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly House  bill  No.  63,  *'  for  the  relief  or  certain 
American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned 
by  the  Clueen  of  Spain,**  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  the  same  to  tlie  House  with  two  amend- 
ments, in  which  he  asked  the  concurrence  of  t^e 
House. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  I  desire  to  say  something 
against  one  of  the  amendments,  but  1  will  not  do, 
it  now,  as  I  am  anxious  for  the  bill  to  pass  in  any 
form.  The  second  amendment,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
is,  however,  entirely  unnecessary,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  agree  to  it.  I  now  call  tor  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  question  to  be 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  fill 
the  bhink  with  the  words  "six  thousand.** 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  agreed 
to.    So  the  House  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  question  to  be 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  add 
to  the  bill  the  following: 

Provtdedf  That  nothing  in  Uiis  act  shall  bo  construed  into 
an  approbation  of  any  interference  in  the  doineislic  aflkirs 
of  Cuba,  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Btates. 

Mr.  STANLY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STANLY.  There  are  some  sick  mem- 
bers— sick  upon  the  subject  of  intervention,  whom 
I  want  to  hear,  and  1  therefore  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  ac- 
cordingly adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 


NOTICBti  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  A  bill  for  the  laying  off  of  the  town  of 
Kanesviile,  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  gave  notice  that  he  should  at  the 
earliest  day  positible  a»k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  author- 
ising the  re(Hiirs  of  piers  at  Port  Penn,  and  the  construction 
of  a  shelter  for  vessels  at  Reedy  Island,  in  the  Delaware 
river. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  gave  notice,  under  the  rule,  of  his 
intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  th«  iifsue  of  arm^, 
ammunition,  and  equipments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  upon  tbe  requisition  of  the  Governor  of  tiie 
Territory  of  New  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
militia,  volunteers,  rangers,  and  Pueblo  Indians  of  said 
Territory. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 
The  following  petitions,  memorials,  &c..  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,ofMas8achusetts:  The  petition  of  James 
Reed  aud  others,  citizens  of  Boston,  that  the  expenses  and 
charges  attendant  upon  the  exhibition  of  American  goods 
at  the  World's  Fair  may  be  reimbursed. 

By  Mr.  KURTZ  :  The  petition  of  George  P.  Welsh  and 
Clark  H.  Wells,  passed  midsihipmen  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  asking  for  masters'  pay  during  the  time  they  per- 
form^ the  duties  of  lieutenants,  under  the  circumstances 
set  forth  io  their  petition. 

By  Mr.  PRICE:  The  petition  of  Henry  A.  H.  Martin, 
E.  B.  Titswortli,  Isaac  Webster,  and  other  citizens  of  New 
Jersey,  representing  that  they  comtider  the  importation  of 
intoxicating  liquors  into  this  country  a  souixse  of  great  evil, 
and  pray  the  enactment  of.a  law  prohibiting  entirely  the 
importaiJon  of  such  liquora. 

By  Mr.  WALLACE:  The  petition  of  Jane  Gaston,  of 
South  Carolina,  widow  of  Joseph  Gaston,  praying  that  the 
invalid  pcnsiion  granted  to  her  husband  in  his  lifeUme,  may 
be  alsoj^ranted  to  her. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  Tba  padtion  of  R.  Morisy,  H.  Currle, 


and  H.  Vail,  deputy  marshals,  praying  for  increased  com- 
pensation for  the  taking  of  ilie  census. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  petition  of  J.  B. 
Chnstman,  for  himself  and  others,  pm>ing  the  esirablish- 
ment  of  a  mail-route  ftom  WestviJie,  Simpson  county,  Mi»- 
sisfcippi,  to  Moiiticello,  Lawrence  county,  in  the  gatms 
State. 

By  Mr.  MOQRE,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  memorial  of 
John  F.  Dumas,  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  balance  of 
claim  against  the  French  Gov6rnment. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  iiicmorinl  of  Captain  Jonas 
P.  Levy,  in  relation  to  his  claims  on  Mexico  nsmmed  by 
the  United  States  under  the  8tli,  9tli,  13th,  and  Mlh  nrticleri 
of  Uie  treaty  dated  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Febntary  %  1848, 
complaining  of  injustice  done  him  by  the  comniif^ionera 
for  the  settlement  of  said  claims,  charging  them  willi  negli- 
gence by  the  loss  of  Important  papers,  and  petitionhig  Con- 
frress  to  order  an  investigation  wheretiy  his  claims  may  be 
nlrly  considered  and  he  thereby  obtain  compensation  for 
his  losses  as  has  been  provided  for  by  law. 

By  Mr.  HUNTER:  The  petition  of  Amos  Armstrong. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Kentucky :  The  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Owsley  county,  Kentucky,  praying  the  csub. 
lishmcntof  a  mail  route  from  Bonneville,  Owsley  county 
Kentucky,  passing  Pond  Creek,  to  London,  Laurel  count} ', 
Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petition  of  Jennie  D.  Haskins, 
widow  of  lieutenant  Charies  Haskins,  who  tell  at  Monta- 
rev,  Mexico,  September  31, 1848,  abking  for  a  continuance 
of  her  penttion. 

By  Mr.  WEIGHTMAN:  A  memorial  (signed  by  a  citi- 
zen of  New  Mexico,)  praying  that thousand  copies  of 

the  annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  annual  reports*  of  headii  of 
Departments,  transntined  at  the  present  session  of  tlic  pres- 
ent Cungreds,  be  printed  in  the  Spanish  language. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  The  peUticm  of  Lewis  Carberry, 
William  M.  K.  Osborn,  John  U.  King,  and  Richard  Sheck- 
ell,  and  seven  or  eight  hundred  other  citizens  of  George- 
town, District  of  Columbia,  praying  tliat  Congress  would 
extend  Pennsylvania  Avenue  to  Rock  Creek,  and  over  a 
bridge  into  Georgetown ;  and  that  tlie  said  bridge  be  con> 
structed  by  order  of  Congress,  and  to  connect  Georgetown 
with  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted  for  bringing  a  sup- 
ply of  water  into  Washington  from  die  Potomac  river,  and 
extending  gaslights  on  Bridge  and  High  streets  in  said 
town.  And  also,  that  a  code  of  laws  suitable  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  District  may  be  prepared  and  passed 
by  Congress. 

By  Air.  HENN:  The  memorial  of  n  convention  of  dele- 
gates assembled  at  Oskaloosa,^  Iowa,  on  the  25th  day  of 
November,  1851,  asking  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Davenport,  via  Muscatine  and 
Oskaloosa,  to  Traders'  Point,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

Also,  the  petitions  of  Orson  Hyde,  Daniel  Mcintosh,  6. 
W.  Armstrong, and  Joseph  A.  Kelting,  a  comfnittee  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens  of  kanesviile,  Iowa,  asking  that  the 
owners  and  occupants  of  lots  in  said  town  may  be  penuit- 
ted  to  enter  a  tract  of  land  one  mile  square,  to  Include  the 
site  of  said  town,  by  paying  therefor  at  tlie  rate  of  $1  525 
per  acre. 

AlsOj  the  memorial  of  Professor  D.  L.  McGuyin,  Presi- 
dent ot  the  "Iowa  Medical  College,"  asking  a  change  in 
the  law  governing  postage  on  reports  and  pamphlets  iuued 
by  scientiflc  institutions  and  societies. . 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  29,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 
EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro /m.  laid  before  theSennto 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  witli  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  Slat  instant,  information  in  relation 
to  the  plan  adopted  in  preparing;  the  census  returns, 
and  their  estimated  ouIk,  wnen  printed;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  Mnrg^i- 
ret  Bamitz,  only  surviving  child  and  heir  of  Davt4 
Grier,  an  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  Revr»lution, 
praying  commutation  pay ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  three  memorials  of  the  citizens  of  Pitis-' 
burg,  praying  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  rapids 
of  the  Ste.  Marie;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  may  be  prohib- 
ited by  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  qf 
duty  on  salt;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 
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Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  PhiladeJphia, 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  har- 
Dors  and  breaJcwaters  in  the  Delaware;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  against  restoring  cor- 
pond  punishment  in  the  Navy,  and  in  favor  of 
abolishing  the  spirit  ration  in  that  service. 

OrdeMd,  Thmt  it  be  rvferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naral 
AffUni  and  printed. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  journeymen 
cigar  makers  of  Ogdensbuii^,  New  York,  praying 
an  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported  cigars;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
rout  from  Boonsville  to  Fort  Smith;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  California,  recommending  the  payment 
of  a  debt  incurred  by  the  City  of  Sacramento  in 
providing  for  the  sick,  and  the  burial  of  deceased 
emigrants,  who  arrived  in  that  city. 

Ordered,  Tbatit  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  ofthe  city  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  asking  permission  to  make  an  alteration 
in  the  Chicago  river,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afinirs. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
an  officer  of  the  Army,  stationed  in  New  Mexico, 
showing  the  inadequacy  of  his  pay  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  board;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affitirs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
J.  M.  Browne,  praying  that  bounty  land  may  be 
allowed  to  the  volunteer  companies  called  out  for 
the  protection  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAP£R8  WITHDRAWN  AND   REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Little  Egg 
Harbor,  on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment of  tliat  harbor ;  and  the  memorial  of  the  townahine  of 
Ocean  and  Shrewsbury,  New  Jeney,  on  the  flies  of  the 
Senate,  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  Shrewsbury 
river,  be  referreid  totlie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thot  the  memorial  of  the  flrst  regiment  of 
Louisiana  volunteers,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  tlie  Committee  on  Miliiary  Afiairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Sally  Bass,  beirof  Charies 

Pasteur,  deceased,  on  the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Revtriutionary  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sarah  Flinn, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her 
relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  some  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Osbum,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  C.  H.  Blood,  reported 
'*  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 
granted." 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation,  in 
part,  for  the  erection  of  the  lifi^ht-nouse  on  Sand 
Key,  Florida;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  H.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for 
one  moment  in  relation  to  this  bill.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed that  it  makes  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
the  cotnpletion  of  the  light-house  on  Sand  Key, 
in  Florida.  It  is  not  a  sum  suflficient  to  complete 
that  li^ht-house;  but  there  is  now  a  cargo  of  iron 
lying  in  a  vessel  at  that  place,  and  there  is  no 
monejT  under  the  control  of  the  Department  to  pay 
for  freight  and  charges  upon  it.  The  Government 
is  consequently  liable  to  a  certain  daily  sum  as 
demurrage;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
may  be  passed  at  this  time. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  considered   as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  JAMEIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Jane  Irwin,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  her  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  reOsrred  the  petition 
of  George  Jennings  and  others,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  tha-relief  of  Thomas  D. 
Jennings. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  John  McReynolds,  of  Detroit,  reported  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  wnich  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  McRAE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  enti- 
tled **  An  act  to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  *  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  the  dOth  of  June, 
IH52,  and  for  other  purposes, 'approved  March  3, 
1851,  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States;"  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referr^  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter 
and  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  said:  As  the  subject  is  one 
of  great  interest,  I  will  state  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 

It  proposes  to  confer  on  the  several  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  the  powers  and  juris- 
diction now  exercised  by  the  circuit  courts  in 
their  respective  circuits. 

It  proposes  to  create  a  court  of  appeals,  con- 
sisting of  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  assigned  to  the  circuit  where  the 
court  is  held,  and  the  judges  of  the  several  dis- 
trit  t  courts  in  such  circuit. 

It  proposes  to  give  to  these  courts  of  appeal 
the  jurisdiction  of  cases  brought  from  the  district 
courts,  in  the  same  manner  they  are  now  brotight 
therefrom  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  from  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  appeal, 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  the  matter 
in  controversy  exceeds  $5,000,  and  when  is  drawn 
in  question  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress or  of  any  State.  It  also  makes  provision  for 
California  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  FISH,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Bedient,  Uite  a  sergeant  in  the  fourth  regi- 
ment of  artillery;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS  IN  SPAIN. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  by  Mr.  Fornet,  its  Clerk: 

Mr.  PRKtiDCKT :  The  House  of  Representaliveti  have 
passed  a  MU  entitled  "  Au  act  for  the  relief  of  American 
citizens  lateljr  imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  Queen  of 
Spain;  in  which  it  requests  the  concurrence  of  the  Sedate. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  by  Mr.  Fornbt,  its  Clerk: 

Mr.  Prksidknt:  The  House  of  Re|^resentatives  have 
passed  a  bill  providing  (br  carryinf  Into  execution  In  fur- 
ther pan  the  tweltUi  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  con- 
cluded at  Guadalupe  Hidalfo ;  in  which  it  requests  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  its 
title,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

PAT  OF  OFFICERS  IN  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  FISH  submitted 'the  following  resolution 

for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflHtrs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  grantinf  increased 
compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  in  New 
Mexico. 


THE  EXILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sympathy  of  Congress  for  the  exiled 
Irish  patriots, SmithO'Brien,Thomas  F.Meagher, 
and  tneir  associates. 

An  amendment  was  ofifered  by  Mr.  Sbixloi, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  an  aAer  the  enactinf  dause,  snd  insert: 

<*That  while  we  disclaim  all  intention  of  interferinf  ia 
any  way  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Ringdoia  of  Grut 
Britain  and  Ireland,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  expre8«,  ii  i 
respectful  manner,  our  firm  conviction  (hat  it  woald  be 
higntv  firatifying  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slam,  duj 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Ireland,  and  connected  hy  Mood 
with  the  inhabiunts  of  that  country,  to  see  8mitb  O'Bnea 
and  his  associates  restored  to  liberty,  and  pemutled,irM> 
disposed,  to  emigrate  to  this  countiy.  We  would  irgud 
this  act  of  clemency  as  a  new  proof  of  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  British  Government  towards  our  Republic,  aod 
as  calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  alTectioB  now  hap- 
pily existing  between  the  people  of  the  United  States  ud 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irdaud." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  further  consideiation  of  the  resols- 

tion  be  postponed  to,  and  be  the  special  order  of  tbe  daj 

forThnrsday,  the  6th  of  February  iiexu 

REPORTS  OF  SENATE  DEBATES. 
The  engrossed  resolution  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts for  reporting  the  debates  and  proceedingioi 
Congress  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

SALLY  T.  FLOYD. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  now  move  that  tbt 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the qoettion 
upon  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
or  Mrs.  Sallj  T.  Floyd.  I  would  remark  to  the 
Senate,  that  if  the  reconsideration  takes  place  now, 
the  bill  can  go  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  a/id 
come  up  for  consideration  to-morrow.  My  object 
is  to  restore  the  bill  to  its  place  on  the  Caleodar, 
so  that  it  can  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  which  it 
private  bill  day. 

Tf»e  PRESIDENT.  The  motion,  which  Uet 
on  the  table,  is  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  fioal 
passage  of  the  bill.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
moves  to  take  up  that  motion  for  consideratioo. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  on  the  passaage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  think  that  perhapt  the 
best  plan  to  adopt  would  be  to  let  the  bill  be  re- 
considered and  go  upon  the  Calendar.  In  this 
way  we  shall  deter  whatever  remarks  any  Senator 
may  think  proper  to  make  until  to-morrow.  I 
hope  that  course  will  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  cannot  be.  If  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  agreed  to,  the  bill  will  come 
up  upon  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Let  the  vote  on  tbe  panage 
of  the  bill  be  reconsidered,  and  then  the  oill  can 
be  postposed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carohna,  and  hope  that 
the  bill  will  be  reconsidered  and  then  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BORL  AND.  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason 
why  we  should  reconsider  this  bill.  It  wai  in- 
troauced  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Underwood,]  and  reported  by  myself  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions.  I  thought  then,  and  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  thought,  and  the  Senate 
seemed  to  think,  that  it  was  a  meritorious  bit). 
We  carried  it  through  all  its  stages.  It  was 
passed.  But  it  was  arrested  by  a  motion  to  re- 
consider. I  suppose  that  on  a  moUon  to  recon- 
sider, it  is  in  order  for  me  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

The  husband  of  Mrs.  Floyd  was  a  gallant  wd 
distinguished  officer  in  the  Army;  he  serred  his 
country  long  and  faithfully.  Owing  to  extraor- 
dinary hardships  and  exposures,  during  a  Ion? 
and  gallant  service,  he  became  diseased.  Hw  »f' 
vices  were  highly  valued  by  the  Army  and  by  the 
War  Department.  In  order  to  enable  hiro  to  re- 
cover his  health,  if  possible,  and  yet  remain  in  tde 
service,  he  was  sent  from  post  to  post,  as  W 
medical  advisers  thought  proper,  in  order  to  tflora 
him  an  opportunity  to  recover,  so  that  the  Army 
might  not  lose  the  advantage  of  his  services,  l  nj» 
course  was  tried  for  a  considerable  t'W*»,"""'J"! 
found  that  his  health  could  not  be  restored  so  mi 
he  could  render  efficient  service;  and  althou^  w 
could  have  remained  in  the  Army  and  «»n"»"~ 
to  receive  his  pay,  he  preferred,  on  account  of  n  ■ 
ill-health,  to  leave  the  Army  and  retire  to  pn^J 
life.     He  did  so:  and,  diortly  aftenrartis,  a* 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


419 


died — leaving  a  poor  and  helpless  family.  The 
proposition  involTed  in  this  bill  is  to  treat  his 
widow  as  if  he  had  died  in  the  service,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  diseEises  acquired  while  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties.  That  is  its  foundation, 
and  the  committee  have  considered  it  a  meritori- 
ous claim.  We  have  passed  bills  on  this  ground 
several  times;  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  the 
Senate  has  already  passed  bills  upon  that  princi- 
ple, we  should  reconsider  this  vote  and  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  bill,  which,  if  passed  now,  might 
go  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  time  to  be 
pa^wd  there  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Bmobt,]  who  made  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  and  that  was  the 
reason  which  induced  me  to  suggest  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  motion,  and  su^r  it  to  lie  over  till 
to-morrow.  If  the  Senate  think  proper  to  pursue 
that  course,  T  have  no  objection.  But  I  wish  to 
make  a  remark  upon  this  bill,  which  I  will  take  oc- 
casion to  make  now,  and  then  I  shall  have  washed 
my  hands  of  it.  I  believe  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  I  he  motion  to  reconsider,  although  I  was  not 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time,  seemed  to  intimate  that 
this  was  a  strange  bill  to  come  from  me;  for  I 
asked  leave  originally  at  this  session  to  introduce 
the  bill.  The  history  of  the  matter  is  simply  this: 
My  friend  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Borland]  told 
me  that  a  constituent  of  mine,  (Mrs.  Floyd,)  had 
a  bill,  granting  her  a  pension,  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  but  which  failed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  he  would 
introduce  the  bill,  but  as  I  was  the  representative 
of  Kentucky,  it  might  be  better  for  me  to  introduce 
it.  Believing  that  everything  was  right,  and  wish- 
ing to  serve  a  constituent,  I  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce this  bill,  which  had  passed  this  body  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  It  was  introduced,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  reported 
back,  and  passed. 

My  position  in  reeard  to  all  these  pension  claims 

is  well  known.     I  endeavored,  during  the  last 

Congress,  to  bring  back  the  action  of  this  and  the 

<ilher  House,  as  far  as  I  could,  to  the  revolutionary 

niW.    In  a  speech  which  I  made  then — to  empty 

benches  for  aught  I  know,  though  I  believe  some 

eight  or  ten  listened  to  me — I  took  up  the  pension 

laws,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and 

gave  a  history  of  them,  statute  by  statute,  and 

showed  the  clianges  which  had  taken  place;  and  I 

endeavored  to  eet  the  Senate  back  to  the  original 

rule  established  by  our  revolutionary  fathers,  and 

to  get  dear  of  the  fatitudinous  legislation,  by  which 

almost  everybody  who  appeals  to  our  sympathy 

is  put  upon  the  Treasury  for  a  support.    I  found  it 

to  oe  a  useless  task.    I  have  labored  for  that  object 

tintil  1  am  tired.    But  I  can  say,  without  reference 

to  this  principle,  that  the  case  of  Mrs.  Floyd  is 

more  meritorious,  in  my  estimation,  than  the  cases 

of  soldiers  who  die  or  cholera — a  disease  which 

carries  oflT  everybody — when  their  widows  are  put 

upon  the  pension  roils. 

It  may  oe  a  technical  objection  to  this  bill  that 
Colonel  Flovd  did  not  die  in  the  service.  But  it 
was  honorable  to  him  that  he  resigned  when  he 
was  unable  to  render  service;  whereas  he  might 
have  remained  in  the  service,  and  secured  his  pay 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  and  a  pension  to  his 
family,  if  he  had  not  resided.  I  look  upon  this 
claim  as  a  much  more  meritorious  one  than  many 
which  we  have  established  by  precedent;  and, 
therefore,  while  Congress  is  disposed  to  act  and 
legislate  upon  thelatitudinous  positions  which  they 
have  assumed  in  reference  to  pensions,  I  am  for 
treating  all  alike.  While  you  have  set  such  an 
examjSe  as  you  did  in  the  case  of  the  children  of 
a  soldier  the  other  day,  to  whom  you  granted  a 
pension;  while  you  had  repealed  the  very  law  by 
which  their  ancestor  would  have  been  entitled  to 
receive  a  pension,  and  when  you  grant  pensions 
to  widows  whose  husbands  die  of  cholera,  surely 
you  ought  to  grant  this  pension. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  I  have  never,  since  I  have 
bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  voted  against 
In  act  of  clemency  or  charity  or  mercy.  But  the 
Senate  will  recollect  that  some  week  or  ten  days 
lince,  there  was  a  case  before  them  which,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  appealed  as  strongly  as  any  case, 
tod  as  strongly  as  the  case  recommended  by  my 
iMnorable  fnend  from  Kentucky.  I  recollect  very 
w<A  that  ht  then  objected  to  it,  becauss  it  involved 


a  principle  which  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
vision of  the  general  law.  I  wish  to  say  now, 
that  I  have  no  disposition  to  return  discourtesy.  I 
hope  that  this  bill  will  pass.  I  voted  the  other  day 
for  the  bill,  to  which  the  Senator  has  alluded, 
granting  a  pension  to  the  children  of  Captain  Ca- 
pron,  and  1  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  this  bill  my 
support.  But  I  hope  that,  if  the  bill  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  in  which  1  feel  an  interest,  should 
come  before  us  again  on  a  motion  to  reconsider, 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  will  reciprocate  my 
courtesy,  and  vote  with  me  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
an  act  of  mercy  and  of  justice  to  those  who  are  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  subsistence  and  support  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  those  on  whom  they 
depended,  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  do  hope  that  this  bill  wiU 
not  be  reconsidered;  and  1  wish  to  say  to  tlie Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  tliat  I  am  glad  to  hear  him 
say  he  is  opposed  to  laiitudinous  legislation.  I 
will  go  with  him  most  heartily  to  arrest  the  prin- 
ciple of  latitudinous  legislation;  but  I  hope  he 
will  not  begin  his  system  upon  the  widow  and 
orphans  of  a  callant  soldier  who  lost  his  life  by 
reason  of  his  devotion  to  his  country's  service. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  already  said  that 
I  consider  this  case  as  more  meritorious  than 
many  otliers. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  My  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bright,]  I  believe,  made  this  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  PRESIDENT.    He  did. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  He  is  now  absent  on 
account  of  indisposition,  and  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  suffer  this  motion  to  lie  over  until  he  appears. 
I  know  not  what  his  views  are  in  relation  to  the 
bill,  but  I  ask  this  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
justice  to  him.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
allow  me  to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  believe  that  I  introduced  ori- 
ginally the  memorial  upon  which  this  bill  is  found- 
ed. I  have  not  thought  proper  to  interpose  any 
remarks  of  my  own  in  relation  to  this  subject; 
but  I  wish  to  say  a  word,  as  I  think  the  Senate  is 
disposed  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,  to  await 
the  attendance  of  the  honorable  Senator  who 
moved  the  reconsideration  on  Friday  last.  I 
moved  to  take  this  motion  from  the  table.  I  sug- 
gested that,  in  my  opinion,  it  came  up  in  proper 
order  among  the  private  bills.  I  considered  that 
it  was  the  very  first  question  on  the  docket  of 

Frivate  bills.  The  President  decided  otherwise, 
think,  with  great  respect,  that  he  was  in  error. 
It  was  a  bill  which  had  passed  its  third  reading, 
and  was  finally  passed,  and  a  lAotion  was  then 
made  to  reconsider.  I  therefore  think  it  was  prop- 
erly on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BEILL.  Now  that  this  bill  is  up  for  con- 
sideration, I  would  suggest  that  it  be  placed  on 
the  Calendar  for  to-morrow,  so  that  it  may  then 
come  up  in  proper  order.  I  propose  that  it  be  laid 
over  until  to-morrow,  and  then  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  the  motion  to  reconsider  being  adopt- 
ed, and  the  bill  being  considered  over  again;  and 
then,  if  there  is  further  debate,  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
ofifer  a  few  remarks. 

I  think  that  there  is  a  principle  involved  in  this 
bill — a  principle  on  which  we  have  acted  in  many 
ways  heretofore.  I  am  prepared  to  go  with  the 
Senate,  however,  if  they  shall  see  fit  to  curtail  the 
latitude  with  which  many  of  these  claims  have 
been  allowed.  But  if  the  Senate  should  not  so 
decide,  I  shall  as  strenuously  contend  that  this  is 
as  meritorious  a  case  as  many  others  they  have 
passed  on  full  consideration.  I  trust  that  the 
course  which  I  have  suggested  will  be  taken.  I 
hope  tlie  bill  will  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  As  I 
understand,  it  was  not  strictly  in  order  to  move 
to  take  up  this  motion  this  momine 

The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly  it  was. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  beg  pardon  of  the  Chair.  If  it 
was  in  order  this  morning,  then  it  will  be  in  order 
any  other  morning;  and  I  will  move,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  cannot  be 
received.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  does  not 
seem  to  understand  the  position  of  the  bill.  It 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  actually  passed;  then 


a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill;  and  that  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table.  It  was  not  on  the  Calendar,  but  it 
lies  on  the  table;  and  the  motion  to  take  up 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  made  this  morning. 
That  motion  must  first  be  made  before  anything 
else  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BELL.  With  great  deference  to  the  Chair, 
I  think  that  if  it  is  laid  on  the  table,  it  requires  a 
motion  to  take  it  up. 

The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly  it  does. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  now  understand  that  it  has  been 
taken  up,  and  I  therefore  move  to  postpone  it  till 
to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proper  motion  would 
be  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  reconsider  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BELL.    That  is  my  motion,  sir. 

Mr.  MANQUM.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail;  and  I  hope  the  question  will  be  taken  at 
once.  I  trust  that  the  Senate  will  refuse  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  From 
the  statements  that  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
it,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  altogether  proper. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 
!      So  the  bill  is  passed. 

I  THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

I     The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
'  the  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, declaring  the  compromise  measures  to  be 
a  definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing 
out  of  the  system  of  American  slavery. 

Mr.  McRAE  addressed   the  Senate  at  some 
lengfli  upon  this  question,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.    Without  concluding,  ne  gave  way  to 
a  motion  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 
And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  January  29,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  Chaplain  to  the  S^ate. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  McLANA  HAN.  I  have  a  very  important 
bill  which  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  report  to  the  House.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  present  that 
report  now,  in  order  that  it  may  be  printed.  I  will 
state  that  it  is  a  bill  to  regulate  fees  in  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Cuban  prisoners. 

Mr.  OLDS.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  that 
committees  may  be  called  for  reports. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  the  first  business 
in  order  after  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  if  there  is  not  a  special  order  for  to-day, 
which  will  pi*eclude  the  call  for  reports  of  com- 
mittees? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  special  otrder,  but 
that  is  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  McLanahan]  will  present  his  re- 
port if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  object. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  o{  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  1  move  that  the  committees 
be  called  for  reports.  The  call  will  occupy  but  a 
short  time,  and  it  will  much  advance  the  ousiness 
of  the  House. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  order 
until  the  unfinished  business  is  disposed  of.  The 
unfinished  business  is  the  following  bill,  viz: 

For  the  relief  of  American  ciUzeni  lately  imprisoned  snd 
pardoned  by  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
Be  it  enaded  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeniativee 
of  the  United  Slatee  of  America  in  Congrest  aetembled, 

That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  the  sum  of 

dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
relief  ot*  American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  and  pardoned 
by  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  who  are  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  immediately  pending  is  upon  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 


420 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


state  of  the  Union  in  the  following  amendment, 
upon  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  liavc  been 
ordered,  viz: 

Provided,  That  itotiiioff  in  lliis  actsbaU  beconvtrued  into 
an  J4»|ir«>bJinon  of  any  interference  in  ilie  domestic  aifairn 
of  Cuba  by  ai'.y  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  wa»  taken,  and  there  were — yeas 
91,  nays  71-;  as  follows: 

YEA3— McMM.  Abcrcroinbie,  Cbales  Allen,  Allison, 
Williaiu  AppleUMi,  »n,  Blbighaos,  Bowie,  Bmvne,  Brings, 
Brook?,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Georjje  II.  Brown,  BuctI,  Bur- 
rows, E.  Carrington  Cabeil,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Caiupbf  II, 
Thoinpion  Campbell,  Cortter,  Cbamlier,  Cha»tain,  Church - 
well,  Cottnian,  Daniel,  Dinimicii,  Doekery,  Duncan,  Dur- 
kee,  £dgerton,  Evana,  Ewing,  Fowler,  (Sentry,  Gtddlngs, 
Goodridi,  Grow.  Hall,  Harper,  Uascall,  Ilaven,  Ilillyer, 
llor«ford,  John  VV.  Howe,  l*honias  Y.  How,  Hunter,  Jen- 
kins, Andrew  Johni>ou,  Jaine»  Johnson,  Jolin  Johnson, 
Daniel  T.  Jonei*^ George  W.  Jones,  Geor^ O.King, Kuhns, 
Lockhart,  Martin,  Mason,  McLanahan,  Meachnni,  Miner, 
Moloiiy,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Newton,  OUIh,  Outlaw,  Andrew 
Parker,  Porter,  Backett,  iiJchoolcraA,  Schoonmaker,  Scud- 
der,  David  L.  Seymour,  Smart,  Smith,  Stanly,  Benjamin 
titanton,  Abrahnm  P.  Stevens.  Alexander  H.  Sterphens, 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Tnurston,Townshend, Tuck, 
Yenable,  Watbridge,  Wallace,  Watkins,  Welch,  Alexander 
White,  Williams,  Woodward,  and  Yates— Ul. 

NAYS — Me8>rs.  Willis  Allen,  John  Appleton,  Thomas 
II.  Bayly,  Bartlott,  Beale,  Braicg,  Brecken ridge,  BreiiUm, 
Caskie,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doty,  DnnhaM,  Easuuan,  Edmundson,  Faulkner,  Ficktin, 
Fitch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord, 
Groy,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Hen- 
dricks. Hemi,  Ilibbard,  HoHoday,  Houston,  Howard,  Inger- 
po*!,  Ives,  JackscHi,  J.  Glancy  Jonej«,  Letcher,  Mace. 
Humphrey  Marshall,  McDonald,  McMuUin,  McNair,  Mill- 
•on.  Murrey,  Nabers,  Orr,  Pea^^lee,  Phelps,  Price,  Bobbins, 
Jlobiuson,  Savage,  Scurry,  Origen  B.  Seymour,  Skelion, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  fiichard  H.  Stanlon, Stone,  St.  Mar- 
tin, Stratton,  Stuart,  Sweetsor,  George  W.  Ttiompson, 
Walsh,  Ward,  Wilcox,  and  Wildrick— 71. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  having  been 
engrossed  it  was  reiui  a  third  time;  and  the  ques- 
tion now  being  ••  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  BAYLY  called  for  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HALL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  there  were — 
yeas  147,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mei^srs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  John  Appleton, 
William  Appleton,  Babcock,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrcre, 
BartleU,  Beale,  BcU,  Bibigbaus,  Bocock,  Bowie,  Bowne, 
Bragg,  Breckpnbridge,  Brenton,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  G.  H.  Brown,  Buell.  Burrows,  Bu^bv,  E.  C.  Cabell, 
Caldwell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Camer,  Caskte,  CNandler, 
Clianain,  Churcbwell,  Clsrk,  Cliagroan,  Cobb,  Colcock, 
Curtis,  Daniel,  Dean,  Dimmick,  Doekery,  Dunham,  Dur- 
kee,  Eastman,  Edmnndtton.  Evans,  Faulkner.  Fitch,  Flor- 
ence, Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble, 
Gentry,  Goodrich,  Gorman, Grey,  Harper,  IshamG.  Harris, 
Sampson  W.  Harris.  Hart,  Haws,  Ha^icall,  Haven,  Hend- 
ricks, Henn,  Hibbnrd,  Horaford,  Houston,  Howard,  Thomas 
Y.  How,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Georce  G.  King, 
Kulins,  Letcher,  I«ockbart,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Hnm- 

Rhroy  Marshall,  Mariin,  Mason.  McDonald,  McLanahan, 
IcMullin,  McNair,  Meade,  Miller.  MilL<on,  Molony,  Hen- 
ry D.  Moore,  John  Moore,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Murray, 
Nabers,  Olds,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker,  Peaslee,  Polk, 
Porter,  Price,  Riddle,  Robbins.  Robinson,  Sackett,  Savage. 
Schoolcraft,  Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Sey- 
mour, Skelton,  Smart,  Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Rich- 
ard H.  Stanton.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stone,  St.  Martin, 
StraUnn,  Strotner,  Sttmrt.  Sweetsor,  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Tliomp-ion,  George  W.  Thompson,  Thurxton,  Venable, 
W^albridge,  Wallace,  Walsh.  Ward,  Watkins,  Welch, 
Wells,  Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  Wildrick,  Williams, 
and  Yate*— 147.  ' 

NAYS— Mewrs.  Chnrics  Allen,  Allison,  Averett,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Conger,  Edzerton,  Fowler,  Gaylord,  Gidding!*, 
Hall,  John  W.  Howe,  Meacham,  Newton,  Orr,  Ph«»lpii, 
Powell,  Schoonmaker,  Scudder,  Smith,  Benjamin  Stanton, 
Abraham  P.  Stevens,  and  Woodward — ^23. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Pending:  the  announcement  of  the  vote,  Mr. 
HoLLADAT,  who  wns  without  the  bar  when  his 
name  wns  called,  asked  permission  to  record  his 
vole  in  the  negative. 

Objection  was  made,  and  consent  was  not 
granted. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virsfinia.  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Reports  are  in  order  from 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  BRAGG.  T  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  present  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Lesrislature  of  Alabama  upon  the  subject  of  inter- 
v^^ntion  upon  the  part  of  this  Government  in  the 
affairs  of  foreign  nations. 


Jan.  29, 


[Cries  of  •*  I  object!"  •»  I  object!"] 

Mr.  BRAGG.     I  move,  then,  to  suspend  the 

rules. 
The  SPEIAKER.    It  is  not  in  order  to  move  a 

suspension  of  the  rules  for  such  purpose  except  on 

Mondays. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of  daims, 
reported  the  following  bills;  which  were  severally 
read  a  first  and  secood  time  by  their  titles,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered, 
together  with  the  reports  thereon,  to  be  printed, 
viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Matthews, 
Charles  Wood,  and  James  Hall;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  l^al  i*raresentatives 
of  General  James  C.  Watson,  late  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  notice  that  the  report  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Djlkiel,]  in  the 
case  of  the  late  General  Watson,  was  not  an  unan- 
imous one,  and  that  I  intend  to  present  a  minority 
report. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DANIEL,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  Committee  oi  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  No.  43,  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Mel- 
rose, and  Senate  bill  No.  50,  for  the  relief  of  Sidney  8.  Al- 
cott,  be  di:;clmrgcd  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  that  Uicy  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Osbom  Cross,  of 
the  United  Slates  Army;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  report 
accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  reports  accompanying,  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

A  bill  to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
1845;  and 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
brig  America. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  Senate  bill  No.  67, 
entiUed  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Mc- 
Graw,  of  New  York;**  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged 
firom  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  North  Carolina,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an  act 
to  appropriate  the  dividends  upon  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Dismal  Swaiup  Canal  to  the  extension  of  said 
canal,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  diseharged 
from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  John  H. 
Parker,  and  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  to  prohibit  the  banishment  and  deporta- 
tion o!  emigrants  from  foreign  conntriustothe  United  States, 
and  of  all  convicts,  felons,  and  paupers,  recognised  as  such 
in  their  own  country,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, asked  that  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Ontario  county,  New  York, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  reimburse  them 
for  the  expeiises  incurred  for  individual  contribu- 
tions to  the  industrial  exhibition  in  London,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  move  to  lay  the  me- 
morisd  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  wish  to  say  but  a  single 
word  in  reference  to  that  motion.  Very  many 
petitions  of  this  character  are  being  presented, 
and  I  think  they  should  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  called  for  tellers;  which 
were  ordered. 


Mr.  JONES  of  Tennessee.  I  4o  aot  think 
this  question  is  at  all  understood,  and  I  ask  that 
this  memorial  may  be  read,  that  we  may  vote 
understandingly. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  genUemen  will  come  lo 
order  tke  memoriid  will  be  reed. 

The  memorial  was  then  read  by  its  tide,  an4 
the  Clerk   was    proceeding  to   read   the  body 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  said:  I  doubt  if 
the  reading  of  this  memorial  can  be  called  for; 
for  this  memorial,  under  the  rules,  wns  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and  that  com- 
mittee has  not  acted  upon  h  at  all.  It  is  now 
virtually  presented  to  us  anew,  the  same  as  if  it 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  by  an  individual. 
The  committee  to  whicii  it  was  originally  referred, 
think  it  proper  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  ^ 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  I  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sweetser,]  diat,  as 
the  memorial  has  not  beeo  acted  upon  by  any 
committee,  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  would  be  vir- 
tually rejecting  it  by  us,  without  giving  it  any 
consideration.  I  hope  he  will  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  let  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  wish  further  to  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  a  rery  large  number 
of  these  memorials  have  been  present^  from  aU 

?[uarter8  of  the  country,  and  they  deserve  a  respect- 
ill  consideration   from  some  committee  m  the 
House. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  made  the  motion  on  the 
supposition  that  the  subject  had  received  considera- 
tion by  the  comnvittee.  In  view  of  tlie  suggestion* 
made,  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  referring  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Manufacture!,  and 
it  was  80  referred. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  S, 
Payne;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secoad  time  bv 
its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  dfty  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  St.  MARTIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thai  the  CooNnltlee  on  Oomawrce  bediselianEnl 
f^om  the  further  consideratinn  of  the  memorial  of  J.  Chick- 
ering,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  petition  of  M. 
A.  Boi([uis,  praying  for  the  pa»ag«  of  a  isw  in  reirobWR 
them  for  the  expenses  inewred  in  makinff  oontribMiMU  oa 
individual  account  to  the  Industrial  exbmitton  at  Loados, 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  lo  the  CMnmtttee  on  Uina- 
ftcturefl. 

Mr.  WALSH,  from  the  Connnittee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  **  A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Carmelite  Nunnery  of  Battinoore;"  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  hope  this  bill  may  be  now 
put  upon  its  passage.  It  is  for  the  remission  of 
duties  upon  goods  imported  for  Church  purposei. 
There  is  a  number  or  precedents  in  the  acuon  of 
Congress  for  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  ^ 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  if  that  itf  the  desire  of 
the  House  I  acquiesce. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  (A  no,  let  tif 
pass  it  now.  „  , 

Mr.  WALSH.  Very  weD.  Let  the  bill  be 
read.  There  has  been  a  dozen  acts  of  Congrws 
within  the  last  five  or  six  years  for  remitting  duuef 
upon  such  goods. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  ORR.    I  withdraw  my  motion  to  commit. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 

read  a  third  time.  .     f^ 

The  SPEAKER.    When  shaU  it  have  ito  uurd 

reading  ^ 

Several  Voices.    Now.  ,  . 

The  bill  having  been  engro8«ed,  was  read  we 
third  time  and  passed.  ,       ,  ,  ^ 

Mr.  WALSH  moved  to  reconsider  thcvote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lav  the  motjon 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  wWch  latter  roouon 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALSH,  from  the  same  cominittee,  re- 
ported **A  bUl  to  authorize  the  lasnmg  oi  a 
register  to  the  ship  Kossuth;"  which  was rew" 
first  and  second  Umeby  itatiUe,  referred  to*^^"J: 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  oi 
the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  repon  a 
companying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  SfTEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Com- 
inittee  on  Commerce,  reported  **  A  bill  to  r^^ulate 
nod  fix  the  annual  aalary  of  the  American  Uonsul 
at  the  city  of  Amsterdam  ;*'  vrhich  was  read  afirst 
and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  S.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  t!tke  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  that  the  bill  and 
report  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  That  subject  is  now 
before  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
I  move  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  will  change  mv  motion, 
and  mnve  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  (Committee 
of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  be 
printed. 

The  question  was  then  put  Upon  the  latter  mo- 
tion* and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Land^,  to  which  was  referred  the  following  joint 
resolution  of  the  House,  viz: 

Joint  Retiohition  aathoriunf  the  location  of  military  bo«nty 
land  wmrranitf  on  the  pnbKc  tands  now  •object  and  hcre- 
mi^T  to  be  scbf  ect  1o  entry  at  prtvate  «de  under  existing 
Imt 


RMtolmed,  4^,  That  any  land  boonty  for  BiUtary  services 
fraateH  by  the  act  of  the  twenty- ei|^^  day  of  Hepteuibcr, 
A.  D.  ISZiO,  entitled  '^  An  act  ^mnling  bounty  land  to  ccr- 
caio  officers  and  soldiers  wlio  have  ensaged  in  the  inilitarx' 
Mfviee  of  the  United  States,''  lor  fry  WrfMC  o/uny  other  act 
of  C0mrrcn  Aerelo/arc  prtnrd  granting  Utnd  6otnUy  for 
mUit^n  frrfiorty)  nay  be  satined  otiC  of  a|iy  public  land 
now  eubjcct  and  her eaf)ertr>  become  euhjert  to  entry  at  pri- 
vcte  nale,  at  the  minimnm  pnce,  ander  existing  laws — 

Reported  the  same  back  with  an  amendment  in 
the  form  of  a  substitute,  which  was  read  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

A  Bill  in  relatioo  to  MUitary  Boanty  Land  Warrants. 
Be  U  enaettdj  4-e.,  That  lanA  warrants  iitstted  nnder  the 
ad  enlitSed  '<  An  act  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  offlcera 
and  aoldiers  who  have  encaged  fn  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States.'^  approved  ^|iteBil>er  38, 1850,  aiay  be  loca- 
ti<d  on  any  pitMic  land  tahjcct  to  private  entry  at  the  date  of 
tbe  proposed  location  :  Pro viifoil,  That  when  any  such  war- 
rants  abaJI  be  loealed  on  public  lands  subject  to  private  en- 
Cry  at  a  greater  mininnuu  tlMo  oae  dollar  and  twenty  five 
ccota  per  acre,  the  locator  of  said  warrant  or  warrants  shall 
pay  totke  United  States,  in  cash,  the  ditference  between  the 
-valne  of  aaid  warrant  or  warrants,  eiiciniated  at  one  doUar 

and  twcvty-flve  caata  per  acre,  and  the  isininiaBi  price  of 

the  trad  locatod  en. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  thai  the  bill  and  substi- 
(ate  therefore  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  I  hope  that  the 
IxU  May  be  put  upon  its  paancie.  I  would  in- 
quire, of  the  Chair  if  it  be  m  order  at  this  time  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  mouon  to  refer  be 
voted  down  it  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  the  gendeman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  to  commit,  to  enable  me  to 
offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  withdraw  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

JVIr.  CAMPBELL.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolution  and  substitute  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Clerk  having  read  the  resolution  and  sub- 
stitute, 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  amend  the  subeti- 
tate  by  inserting  after  the  word  **ca8h,^'  the  fol- 
louing  words,  vie:  **0r  warrants  at  fl  ^  per 
acre,  at  the  option  of  the  locator.'* 

Mr.  C.  I  will  simply  state  my  ob^t  in  offer- 
iog  that  amendment.  I  offered  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  which  the  committee  have  reported  this 
bill  as  a  substitute.  The  object  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution was,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  off  the  restric- 
tion which  the  act  of  the  last  Congress  imposed 
upon  the  location  of  warrants.  I  am  not,  how- 
ever, satisfied  with  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill. 
And  as  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  fully 
embraces  the  object  intended  to  be  effected  by  my 
joint  resolution,  so  far  as  releasing  the  warmnu 
from  the  restriction  which  was  imposed  upon 
them  by  that  law  is  concerned,  I  reel  satisfied 
that  the  bill  should  take  the  place  of  the  resolution, 
of  which  it  is  the  substitute. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  the  substitute,  pro- 
vided in  those  cases  where  tl^  minimum  price  of 
lands  was  |2  50  per  acre  that  the  locator  in  lo- 
cating the  warrant  should  pay  the  balance  after 
the  %\  25  in  cash.  My  object  in  offering  tltis 
amendment  is  to  permit  the  locator  to  enter  all 
that  description  or  lands,  the  minimum  price  of 
which  is  |2  50  per  acre,  with  warrants,  if  he  de- 
•iret  to  do  so;  or  if  he  desires  to  enter  $1  25  with 


warrants,  he  con  enter  the  balance  in  cash,  if  it  is 
convenient  for  him,  or  if  he  desires  to  make  an 
entry  in  that  way.  I  desire  now  that  this  bill 
should  be  put  upon  its  passage.  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  any  delay  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  see  that  it  is  in  any  way  connect- 
ed with  the  matter  which  is  contained  in  another 
bill  already  before  the  House,  which  is,  I  believe, 
made  the  order  for  to-day  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  1  am  opposed  to  tacking  so  many  meas- 
ures together;  but  as  this  stands  upon  its  own 
merits,  and  is  not  connected  with  any  other  ques- 
tion, and  as  it  is  necessary  that  this  restriction 
should  be  taken  off  the  location  of  warrants,  I 
hope  that  the  amendment  I  havQ  offered  will  meet 
Mrith  the  approbation  of  the  House,  and  that  it 
will  be  adopted.  If  there  are  no  objections  to  the 
law  upon  its  merits,  I  trust  that  it  will  not  meet 
with  opposition  from  any  quarter. 

Mr,  Kf  AR8HALL,  of  Kentucky.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  that  the  amount  of  land  he  proposes 
to  enter  would  not  consume  the  warrant,  for  in- 
stance sixty  acres 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  My  proposition  does  not 
intend  that  the  rule  which  governs  the  location  of 
warrants  shall  be  chan^r«l  or  altered  in  any  way; 
it  only  permits  land,  the  minimum  price  of  which 
is  $2  50  per  acre,  to  be  entered  with  warrants.  For 
instance,  an  eighty  acre  lot  can  be  entered  with  a 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant.  As  the  bill 
now  stands,  only  one  half  of  the  tract  of  land  can 
be  entered  with  a  warrant,  the  other  half  must  be 
paid  in  cash.  The  object  of  my  amendment  is  to 
permit  the  entire  tract  to  be  entered  with  warrants 
or  cash,  as  the  locator  may  prefer.  The  number 
of  acres  entered  must,  of  courae,  correspond  with 
the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  warrants  pro- 
posed to  be  located.  In  grants  which  have  been 
made  to  States — the  minimum  price  of  public  lands, 
or  of  alternate  sections,  retained  by.  the  Govern- 
ment out  of  these  grants,  has  been  raised  to  $2  50 
per  acre — those  lands,  for  instance,  which  have  been 
reserved  from  public  sale,  and  which  are  not  sus- 
ceptible of  bein^  entered.  When  that  limitation 
or  that  reservation  is  taken  fVom  those  lands,  I 
desire  that  they  may  be  entered  with  warrants,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  purchaser  of  those 
lands,  or  the  locator  of  lands,  to  enter  them  with 
warrants,  if  they  desire  to  do  so.  I  have  offered 
this  amendment  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  enter 
an  eighty  acre  lot  of  land  with  a  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acre  warrant.  That  will  make  the  eighty 
acre  lot  worth  %^  50  per  acre;  and  if  they  desire 
to  enter  them  with  warrants  merely  covering  the 
amount  of  land  which  they  arc  enabled  to  enter 
under  the  warrant,  they  can  then  pay  the  baTance 
in  cash,  if  they  wish.  I  think  this  amendment 
perfectly  secures  this  object.  And  unless  there 
are  some  serious  objections  to  the  merits  of  the 
bin — unless  there  are  some  serious  objections  to 
relieving  the  location  of  land  warrants  from  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  which  the  law  of  the 
lost  Congress  imposed  upon  thera»  I  do  trust  that 
it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  this  House  to 
allow  the  amendment  I  have  offered,  and  then  to 
permit  the  bill  at  the  present  time  to  pass  to  its 
third  readlna:. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  refer 
the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  There  are  two 
propositions  before  that  committee  already,  upon 
the  same  subject,  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
day; and  I  trust  the  House  will  refer  this  propo- 
sition to  the  same  committee,  so  that  they  c^n 
have  before  them  all  the  different  propositions  that 
have  been  mode  upon  this  subject.  I  trust  the 
House  will  act  upon  it  without  further  debate,  in 
order  that  we  may  proceed  with  the  call  upon  the 
committees  for  reports.  I  will  not  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  supposed  it  was  under- 
stood, that  we  were  to  offer  reports  which  should 
not  give  rise  to  debate.  Perhaps  debate  is  in 
order,  though  I  doubt  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  call  for  reports  was 
the  busines  in  order  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Is  it  in  order  to  debate  a  prop- 
osition ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  a  proposition  to  refer, 
it  is. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Then  I  demand  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  which  was  upon  referring 


i; 


the  propositions  to  thd' Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  proposi- 
tions were  so  referred,  • 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALL,  the  propositions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENN,  fi^om  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  sundry  amendments. 
House  bill  No.  14,  for  the  correction  of  errors  in 
the  location  of  military  bounty  land  warrants,  and 
the  entry  of  lands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
with  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENN  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back  House  bill  No.  124,  *'  to  revive  ana 
continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  provisions 
of  an  act  relating  to  suspended  entries  of  public 
lands,^'  Mnth  sundry  amendments  thereto;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates 
of  postage  in  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'* passed  March  3, 1851. 

Also,  a  bill  fVom  the  same  committee,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  of  mail  locks,  mail  keys,  and 
other  property  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Which  bills  were  severally  read  a  firat  and  sec- 
ond time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr,  OLDw,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pruett, 
the  widow  and  executrix  of  Robert  Pruett,  de- 
ceased. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  then,  afler  a  brief  explana- 
tion by  Mr.  Olds,  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
orderea  to  be  engrossed  ana  read  a  third  time,  and 
subsequently  being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  OLDS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  .which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  Senate  bill  No.  88,  for  the  relief  of  Rufus 
Dwinel,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rerom- 
raendation  that  it  do  pass;  which  bill  was  refer* ed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  OLDS,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poj>t 
Roads  be  di!«chRrRed  from  the  ftirther  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  J  ohnLowrvnnd  nixty-eiirhtotlier  losal  voters  of 
Canrer  and  Plymouth,  In  tlie  t^Uite  of  Mas*«chu««cn«,  pray- 
ing for  an  appropriation  fbr  the  expends  of  tran^porlntSou 
ofthc  mailn,  and  that  the  mcnioriali-t-)  bo  allowed  to  witia- 
draw  Uie  papers  from  the  filc«  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OLDS,  from  tlie  same  committee,  reported 

the  following  resolution: 

Reaoleedf  That  tlie  Committee  ou  the  Post  Office  ajid 
Post  Roads  be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  the  Ufeuol 
rate  of  compensation. 

Mr.  O.  said:  I  will  say  to  gentlemen  that  if  they 
wish  their  business  with  regard  to  }K)St  offices  at- 
tended to,  they  must  allow  us  this  clerk,  for  tlmt 
business  is  accumulating  so  rapidly  that  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  we  should  have  tnia  aiisistance. 
I  believe  that  it  would  expedite  the  business  of  the 
House  and  be  a  saving  of  money  to  the  country 
if  these  important  committees  were  allowed  to  em- 
ploy clerks.  I  move  the  previous  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  appeal  to 
both  the  gentlemen  to  allow  nie  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  that  resolution,  which  f  believe  would  be 
in  order.  The  Committes  on  Naval  AHairs  have 
instructed  me  to  report  a  similar  resolution,  and  I 
should  like  it  to  share  the  same  fate  as  this. 

[Criesof  "No,  no!"] 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to 
say,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
that  they  very  mucli  need  a  clerk  to  expedite  their 
business,  ana  that  some  time  since  they  instructed 
me  to  report  a  resolution  similar  to  this. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nnys  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  Uible;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  of  the 
Chair  whether  the  morning  hour  had  expired  ? 
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The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  morning  hour 
had  not  yet  expired. 

Mr.  IiARRiS  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  have  been  waiting  very  pa- 
tiently for  this  matter  to  get  through,  to  report  a 
resolution  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  must  be 
aware  that  discussion  is  not  in  order  during  the 
pendency  of  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McNAIR .  I  expected  that  the  call  of  the 
committees  would  have  been  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  tisk  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  one  moment,  so  as  to 
allow  me  to  present  a  report. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  the  gentleman  could  effect 
his  object,  I  would  certainly  do  it. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  He  cannot  do  it  until  after 
the  other  committees  have  been  called. 

Mr.  HARRIS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  OLDS  objected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  the  result  was 
— ^yeas  77,  nays  73;  as  follows: 

YEAS — Meran.  Abercrombie,  Charle*  Allen,  John  A|>- 
pJelon.  Barrere,  Bocock,  Breckenridge,  Cartter,  Chaataln, 
Churchwell,  Conger,  Dawson,  Dockery,  Ounbam.  East- 
man, Faulkner,  Ficklin,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Hall,  H(u'- 
KT,  Isham  G.  Hani »,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hascall,  Haven, 
ebard,  Hendricks.  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Holladay,  Houston, 
John  W.  Howe.  Thomas  Y.  How.  Hunter,  Jenkins.  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  Johnran,  John  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jones,  Gf^orgre  W.  Jones,  George  G.  King.  Preston  King, 
Khuns,  Letcher,  Lockbaurt,  Mann,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Mason, McLanahan,Mpade.  Miller,  Millson,  Miner,  Molo- 
ny,  Henry  D.  Moure,  Murpbv,  Nabers,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Sani- 
nel  W.  Parker,  Phelps,  Smith,  Beniamin  Stanton,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Staart.Swi^etser,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Gteorge  W.  Thomp- 
son, Venable,  Walbridge,  Wallace,  Watkins,  Addison 
While,  Wilcox,  Wildrick,  and  Woodward— 77. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aiken,  William  Appleton,  Babcock, 
Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Beale,  Bell,  Bibighaus.  Bowie^  Bren- 
ton,  Briggs,  Buiiby,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell,  Thomp- 
son Campbell,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Clark,  Cobb,  Curus, 
George  T.  Davis,  Dean,  Doty,  Edgerton,  Edmundson, 
Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble.  Gaylord,  Giimore,  Green, 
Grey,  Grow,  Hart,  Henn,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Martin, 
McDonald,  McNaIr,  Mtirrison,  Murray,  Newton,  Olds, 
Peaalee,  Polk,  Powell,  Price,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Savage,  Schoolcraft,  Sclioon  maker,  Scudder,  Scurry,  Da- 
▼id  t.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Frederick  P.  Stan- 
ton, St  Martin,  Stratton,  Strotber,  Taylor,  Thurston, 
Townshend,  Tuck,  Walsh,  Ward,  Welch,  Alexander 
White,  and  Yates— 73. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  if  the  morning  hour  has  not  expired } 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has  expired. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of 
the  Union;  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Watkins 
and  Mason  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  50,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  FECKLIN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution, viz: 

Rewleedf  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  nf  Colum- 
bia, while  prosecuting  their  inquiry,  under  the  order  of  ttie 
Houstt,  into  the  practice  of  issuing  small  notes  as  a  currency, 
and  not  redeemable  in  cash,  by  irresponsiUe  persons  or  cor- 

C orations,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  and  they  are 
ereby  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
examine  witnesses  under  oath. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  unan- 
imous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  upon  the 
■ame  subject  as  the  resolution  just  adopted. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees 
and  costs  to  be  allowed  clerks,  marshals,  and  at- 
torneys, in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  McL.  said:  i  am  unanimously  instructed 


by  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  move  that  the  bill 
and  report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  2,000 
copies  of  the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  moves  to 
print  extra  copies  of  his  bill  and  report,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  it  must  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  1  move,  then,  that  the 
usual  number  of  copies  of  the  bill  and  report  be 
printed. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  now  move  that  the 
bill  just  referred  to  the  Committee -of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  made  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  for  the  25th  of  February  next,  and 
from  day  to  day  thereaAer  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CARTTER  objected. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  McLanahan,] 
did  not  make  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  of  this  report  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  did,  but  the  motion  was 
not  at  the  time  entertained.  The  Chair,  however, 
upon  reflection,  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  motion 
is  made  as  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  that  it  is  competent  for  him  to  do  so 
without  having  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  move  that  5,000 
copies  of  the /eport  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  say  that  he  is  instructed 
to  move  to  print  5,000  copies? 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understood  the  gentleman  a 
moment  m^o  to  ask  for  2,000. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  proper, 
and  perhaps  necessary,  that  I  should  briefly  state 
to  the  House  some  of  the  reasons  that  induced  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  through  me,  to  pre- 
sent the  resolution  which  I  have  just  made. 

The  extraordinary  increase  in  the  expenses  of 
the  judiciary,  since  the  organization  of  that  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  led  the  committee 
into  an  investigation  of  the  causes  that  operated  to 
produce  this  result.  This  investigation  was  neces- 
sarily one  of  details,  and  all  of  the  causes  ma^  not 
have  been  satisfactorily  ascertained;  yet  it  is  be- 
lieved that  suflicient  will  be  made  known  by  the 
report  just  Submitted  to  show  the  necessity  of 
prompt  legislative  action  on  the  subject. 

In  the  year  1800,  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary 
establishment  of  the  United  States,  inclusive  of 
the  salaries  of  the  judges,  appear  to  have  been 
$42,214;  in  1820,  $117,187;  in  1830,  #204,432; 
in  1840,  $373,695;  in  1849,  $469,223;  in  1850, 
$564,845.  DurinjET  this  period  of  fiAy  years  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States  increased  at  a  rati3  of 
about  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  per  cent., 
whilst  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  judiciary  in- 
creased at  the  rate  of  about  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  percent.  Now,  sir,  it  is  not  pretended  i 
that  increase  of  population  is  an  exact  rule  by  which 
to  estimate  the  increase  in  the  expenses  of  our 
courts  of  justice;  but  it  is  a  modegenerally  adopted 
for  forming  an  estimate  of  the  wealth,  the  business, 
and  prosperity  of  our  country  at  large.  And  it  is 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  perhaps  as  good  a  method 
as  can  be  selected  for  forming  correct  conclusions 
as  to  what  would  be  a  fair  and  proper  increase  in 
the  expenses  o*"  the  judiciary.  The  facts  before 
stated  cannot  fail  to  show  the  undue  and  improper 
augmentation  of  expense,  incident  at  this  time  to 
th  administration  of  justice  in  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  northern  district  of  the  State  of  New 
York  the  expenses  of  the  General  Government  in 
sustaining  the  United  States  courts,  exclusive  of 
the  salaries  of  the  jud^e,  marshal,  and  district  at- 
torney, in  the  year  18.30  amounted  to  $3,500,  in 
the  year  1850  to  $43,975;  more  than  twelve  times 
as  large  as  in  the  year  1830.  In  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  year  1830,  the  amount  paid  by 
the  General  Gk»vemment,  exclusive  of  the  salaries 
of  the  judge,  marshal,  and  district  attorney,  was 
$9,586  13;  and  in  the  }rear  1850  $92,728;  about  ten 
times  as  large  as  it  was  in  1830.  The  causes  which 
have  led  to  this  extraordinary  increase  in  judicial 


expenses  are  numerous  and  various.  Manysf 
them  are  set  forth  in  the  report  which  I  havejutt 
presented;  and  many  more  will  probably  be  trade 
manifest  by  the  answers — which  will  soon  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Department  of  the  Interior — to  a  se- 
ries of  interrogatories  which  were  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  tuat  Department,  under  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  from  this  House.  But,  sir,  sufficient, 
as  I  before  stated,  will  be  made  manifest  by  the 
report,  which  is  now  submitted,  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  legislative  action  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  regulation  of  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the 
ministerial  oflicers  of  the  courts  is  a  task  of  more 
than  ordinary  difliculty  and  complexity.  The 
printing  of  the  bill  and  report  for  the  use  of  the 
House  is  absolutely  necessary.  And  the  subject 
is  one  of  such  grave  and  serious  import  that  extra 
numbers  of  the  report  should  be  printed,  so  that 
the  whole  country  may  understand  both  the  known 
abuses  and  the  proposed  reform.  The  report  and 
the  bill  should  find  a  Wfde  circulation  over  the 
land.  We  ask,  therefore,  that  a  number  of  copies, 
corresponding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  majr 
be  printed,  in  order  that  all  who  desire  to  invesu- 
^te  the  matter  may  have  every  facility  which  it  ii 
in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  furnish.  Sir, 
there  is  no  subject  in  which  the  people  ore  more 
interested  than  the  one  which  is  now  brought  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House;  and  while  it  de- 
mands the  prompt  and  energetic  action  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  one  which  cannot  be  properly  disposed 
of  without  close  investigation  and  oUm  reflection. 

The  motion  to  print  5,000  copies  extra  of  the 
report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  am  reauested  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  malce  a  favorable  report 
in  the  case  of  a  railroad  company  in  Georgia, aod 
ask  that  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  this 
subject  be  put  upon  its  passage.  There  are  par- 
ticular reasons  why  this  should  be  done.  I  will 
state  simply  to  the  House  the  merits  of  the  case. 
The  Monroe  Railroad  Company,  under  acts  of 
1832  and  1840,  imported  railroad  iron,  and  gave 
their  bonds  for  it  in  1841,  with  security.  Those 
bonds  were  to  be  canceled  if  the  iron  was  laid  by 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1843.  The  iron  was  not 
laid  by  the  specified  time,  but  it  was  laid  during  the 
year  1843.  After  this  iron  was  laid  upon  the  road, 
the  Monroe  Railroad  Company  was  dissolved, 
and  became  insolvent,  and  the  road  passed  into 
other  hands.  The  securities  were  sued  upon  those 
bonds,  and  such  suit  is  either  now  in  progress,  or 
judgment  has  been  recovered  against  the  securi- 
ties. They  ask  to  be  relieved  from  that  bond, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  equitable  construction  of 
the  act  of  1842  entitles  them  as  much  to  relief  as 
if  their  iron  had  been  laid  upon  the  track  prerious 
to  the  first  of  March,  1843.  This  subject  was 
before  the  last  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  which  made  a  favorable  re- 
port thereon,  with  a  bill  for  relief;  but  for  some 
cause  or  other  the  bill  was  not  acted  upon  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  has  §iven  his 
consent,  in  an  informal  way,  that  execution  shall 
not  be  sued  out  against  these  parties,  and  that  the 
case  shall  not  be  prosecuted  to  final  termination, 
until  they  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  to  apply 
to  Congress  for  relief.  I  will  state  further  to  the 
House,  that  a  similar  application  has  been  made 
by  one  or  two  other  railroad  companies,  upon  the 
same  grounds,  and  relief  has  been  afforded  to 
them.  I  consider  that  this  company  is  entitled  to 
relief  upon  an  equitable  construction  of  the  three 
statutes  which  relate  to  the  subject,  one  of  which 
was  passed  in  1832,  one  in  1840,  and  the  thirdin 
1842.  If  the  House  wish  to  be  more  minutely 
informed  in  the  case,  they  can  have  the  report 
read.  It  is  a  short  one.  I  ask  the  House  to  per- 
mit this  bill  to  be  put  upon  its  passage,  that  rem 
may  be  immediately  aiforded  to  the  s**^"""^'^ 
is  a  very  meritorious  case,  and  was  so  considers 
by  all  of  the  members  of  the  committee. 

The  bill,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Monroe 
Railroad  Company  and  their  securities,  was  then 
read  a  first  ana  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HEBARD  moved  that  the  bill  be  referr^ 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol  e  House,  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  «"^'  *'  Jf^ 
accompanying  report,  be  prinsted;  which  mouon 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  from  the  Commiu^e  on  tw 
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Judiciary,  made  an  adTcrse  report  apon  the  me- 
saoml  of  Jehiel  Brooks,  praying  autnority  to  aue 
the  United  States  for  damages,  in  consequence  of 
ji  suit  instituted  against  him  by  the  United  States; 
'Which  was  order^  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  (irom  the  Com- 
toittee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Andrew  Smith;  which  was  read  a  firat  and 
second  time  by  its  tide,  referred  to  a  Committee 
o(  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying  re- 
port, ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  it 


Ord^rtdy  Tliat  tiie  Committeo  on  the  Jadiciury  be  dis- 
cbsflfed  ftott  the  further  cooMderatlon  of  the  mentodab 
of  ciiizeDs  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  of  citizens  of  Newark, 
New  JertMy,  praying  tor  tbe  pajutage  of  an  aet  for  the  pro- 
lectifHi  of  Anierican  inventors ;  and  that  tbe  same  be  re- 
krred  tu  the  CominlUee  on  Pateutf*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana,  it 
wan 

Ordered,  That  the  Comminee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dia-  ' 
diai]g^  from  tbe  further  constdeiation  of  the  petition  of  t 
Hyacinth  RiopHie,  of  Wajme  county,  Michigan,  for  the  ' 
pasMijee  of  an  act  grantinf  him  a  patent  ibr  a  certain  tract  ' 
of  land,  and  that  it  be  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  ! 
Priraie  Land  Claims.  i 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana,  it  \ 
was 

Ordered,  That  tfie  Committee  ou  tbe  Judiciary  be  dia- 
diar|p9d  frcMD  the  further  consideratioa  of  the  pctitiaa  of  N. 
Chicka  and  other  citia^ns  of  the  United  State*,  praying  fur 
dw  pajmentof  moneys  withheld  and  which  were  due  tiiem 
ky  tbe  proviMnon  of  certain  treaties  and  generally  for  the 
red/esa  of  grievances,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
nittee  on  Indian  Affain. 

Mr.  PARKER  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Samoel  Drew,  dicing  for  the  interest  on  the 
trreara  of  pay  due  him  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1612;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DEAN,  it  was 

Ordered  J  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affkira  be  dls- 

eharged  from  the  further  con^ide^ntion  of  the  petition  of 

LtQcy  Ana  Boberts,  the  widow  of  Major  John  Robertf,  and 

thatu  be  relbrred  to  the  Conuuiuee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 


Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Bartlett 
Hinda;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hotiae,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  accompanying;  report,  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania, 
it 


Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Thomas  Mor- 
ris, of  6«or|^a,  be  withdrawn  from  the  filea  of  the  House, 
with  tbe  view  of  reference. 

Mr.  JENKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Nelson;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
Borrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying  report,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  madeadveise 
reports  in  the  following  cases;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table  and  be  printed,  vis: 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Newell,  asking  relief  in 
regard  to  a  section  of  land  located  in  the  Indian 
country; 

Tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Roberts,  of  Brecken- 
ridge  county,  Kentucky,  asking  for  scrip  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  lieu  of  one  tnousand 
acres  granted  to  William  Armslead  by  the  State  of 
Kentucky;  and 

The  petition  of  William  B.  Ross  and  others,  of 
Florida,  praying  that  the  warrants  of  certain  grants 
confirmed  to  Arredondo  may  be  located  upon  other 
public  lands. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Chums,  reported  the  fol- 
kiwing  bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
reports,  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McFarhind;  and 
A  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Patrick  Gross. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claima,  rtporttd  the  following  bills;  which  i 


were  severaily  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
their  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  accompanying  reports,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Semoice,  a  friendly  Creek 
Indian; 

A  bin  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Baldwin;  and 

A  biU  for  the  reUef  of  WiUiam  H.  Wells  and 
others. 

Mr.  MILLER,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  introdttced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given,  for  an  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Missouri  river,  from 
its  mouth  to  Council  Blufib;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SMART,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  (petition  of  Wil- 
liam Mann,  praying  for  compensation  for  services 
during  the  war  of  1612,  made  an  adverse  report; 
which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  We  have  ac- 
complished a  good  deal  of  business  to-day,  more 
than  the  clerks  can  bring  up,  and  I  therefore  move 
the  House  adjourn. 

Tl^  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GK)RMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Josiah  P.  Pilcher,  late  a  private  in  company  F, 
second  Kentucky  regiment  of  volunteers  in  the 
war  with  Mexico;"  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and  the  bill  and  report  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Seigeant  Leonard  Skinner;'*  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  report,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs- 
at-law  of  Anthony  G.  Willis,  deceasd,  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  report  accompa- 
nying, ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  John  Davis,  prayine  for 
a  pension  and  an  allowance  of  bounty  land,  on 
account  of  disability  incurred  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  during  the  war  with  Mexico, 
made  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table  and  oe  printed. 

Mr.  NABERS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  EIKott  McCulloch,  praying  relief  in  relation  to 
a  section  of  land,  made  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  NABERS  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Win- 
^te;**  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
Its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and 
with  the  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  Daniel  Landon,  asking  remuneration 
for  losses  sustained  in  the  last  war,  made  an  ad- 
verse report,  and  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  ask  of  the 
House  to  refer  that  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  I  will  make  a  statement  that 
cannot  fail,  I  think,  to  induce  the  House  to  make 
that  reference. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  The  gentleman  is  making  a 
report  from  acommittee,  and  of  course  cannot  with- 
draw the  motion  that  is  made  by  order  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  I  was  making  a  report 
from  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  made  an 
adverse  report.  It  is  moved  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Stantov  J  to  refer  the  memo- 
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rial  and  report  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  STANTpN.  This  is  a  claim  presented  by 
the  heirs  of  Daniel  Landon  for  properly  destroyed 
at  Fort  Wayne,  in  1812.  He  went  out  there  at 
the  special  instance  of  the  commander  of  the  Fort, 
in  18u2,  cultivated  land)  raised  crops,  and  built  a 
mill.  It  is  claimed  that  he  had  a  special  promise 
of  protection  from  the  commandant  of  that  Fort. 
He  took  his  means  there  to  the  extent  of  $4,000, 
and  in  1812  liis  entire  property  was  destroyed  by 
the  Indians.  I  thought,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
the  proper  reference  of  the  claim  was  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Coinmittee,  and  the  argument 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  may  go  along  with  it, 
so  that  there  need  not  be  any  fear  of  injustice 
beine  done. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Claims  under  the  Uw  of 
1816  have  been  allowed  for  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty occupied  for  mihtary  purposes,  but  the  law 
never  has  permitted  payment  tor  personal  proper- 
ty, or  for  tne  destruction  of  buildings  not  occupied 
as  a  military  post,  or  of  such  a  description  thiU 
the  action  of  toe  Government  had  not  imparted  to 
them  a  military  character.  In  this  case  the  loss 
was  sustained  by  the  Indians  drivineoff  personal 
property,  and  the  destruction  of  buildings  not 
claimed  to  be  occupied  by  the  United  States  troops. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  my  colleague  to  the  fact,  set  forth  in  these 
papers,  that  Fort  May  re  was  a  frontier  post,  and 
that  the  property  taken  here  by  the  claimants  was 
absolutely  necessary  at  that  time,  in  order  to  fur- 
nish the  means  of  subsistence  to  the  men  at  that 
station.  He  went  there  under  the  protection  of 
the  commanding  officer,  and  carriea  along  with 
him  his  property.  In  the  then  condition  of  the 
country,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were  un- 
able to  protect  tne  property.  I  understand  the 
interpretation  given  to  the  law  of  1816  has  been, 
that  wherever  the  United  States,  or  ihe  officers  of 
the  Army,  have  held  out  inducements  to  individ- 
uals to  make  investments,  and  they  made  those 
investments  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  men 
at  a  station  subsistence,  they  are  regartled  as  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  if  suf- 
ficient protection  has  not  been  afforded  to  them, 
the  Government  is  to  make  good  the  losses  they 
sustained.  .  That  is  my  understanding. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  These  claims  have  invaria- 
bly gone  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  1  make  this  statement  as 
regards  this  case:  This  man  Landon,  in^  1802, 
went  to  Fort  Wayne  and  purchased  a  home  there 
on  the  lands  of  the  United  States.  He  was  an 
army  contractor,  or  the  agent  of  army  contract- 
ors. The  produce  raised  upon  his  land  was  sold 
by  him  to  those  stationed  at  Port  Wayne.  I;i 
1812,  the  Indians  made  a  descent  upon  tne  place, 
drove  off  his  stock,  and  burned  his  building.  He 
was  then  acting  as  agent  for  an  army  contractor, 
or  issuing  commissary;  and  for  this  property  there 
destroyed,  he  claims  that  the  Government  shall 
pay  him.  The  committee  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  was  no  law  authorizing  its  payment, 
and  that  the  action  of  the  Gfovemment  had  been  in 
opposition  to  the  payment  of  claims  of  this  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  91st  rule;  which  reads  as 
follows: 

<*  It  •hall  be  the  duty  of  the  Conuuittee  on  Mititary  Aflaira 
to  take  into  consideration  all  rufojects  relating  to  the  mili- 
tary establishnient  and  public  defence  which  may  be  re- 
ferrrd  to  them  by  the  Houm,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereupon ;  and  also  to  report,  (Vom  time  to  time,  such 
measures  as  may  contribute  to  economy  and  accountability 
in  said  establishment." 

I  shall  now  make  but  one  remark  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  From  the  tittle  experience  I  have 
had  upon  the  Military  Committee,  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  is  becoming  a  mere  claims  committee  and 
that  there  is  a  wrong  use  made  of  it.  I,  for  one, 
am  opposed  to  the  reference  of  these  claims  to  that 
committee.  I  do  not  think  the  rule  so  intended. 
I  think,  as  we  have  a  Committee  of  Clainis, 
(and  a  very  efficient  one  it  is,)  that  such  claims 
should  be  referred  there.  This  reference  has  been 
properly  made  to  that  committee,  and  I  really 
hope  this  report  will  be  adopted.  I  move  to  lay 
the  report  upon  the  table.     Pending  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine, 

T^  House  adjourned. 
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NOTICES  OP  BILlrS. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  gave  nrttice  of  bills  U*  «urvey 
the  mUitary  ret»erves  at  Tampa  Bay  and  Pilatka,  in  tbc  Stale 
of  Florida,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hotpUal  at  Apa- 
lachtcola,  in  xaid  State. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  a^ked,  and  obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  tlie  papew  in  Che  case  of  WiUiam  Sparks,  now 
Oh  flie  in  the  office  of  tlic  Clerk  of  this  IfoiifK?,  and  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  cotnmittce  on  Invalid  Persons. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

'       The  foHowing  petltious,  men»oriala,  &c. ,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia:  The  petition  of 
Lewis  Turner,  ot  the  county  of  Predion,  Virginia,  praying 
for  a  pendioii  on  account  of  permanent  injury  to  liis  health 
in  the  war  of  1812.  .  * 

Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of  Margaret  Garwood,  widow 
of  Samuel  Uarwood,  prayinc  for  a  pension  on  account  of 
a  permanent  injury  received  by  her  said  husband  in  the 
battle  of  Lake  Eric,  in  the  flag-ship  of  Perry,  which  per- 
manently injured  him  for  life,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from 
providing  for  his  family. 

By  Mr.  DEAN :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Di^rict 
of  Columbia  for  a  n**w  and  enlarged  building  for  a  post 
olTire,  in  the  City  of  Washington. 

Bv  Mr.  STRATTON  :  The  petition  of  Robert  B.  Sm- 
cllflo  and  5B  others,  citiEens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  hiw  prohibiting  eutirely  the  importation  of 
.  intoxicating  linoors. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania :  Tlie  petition  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive-slave  law. 

By  Mr.  CHURCH  WELL:  The  memorial  of  Robert 
James,  ot'  Tennessee,  praying  for  the  remission  of  duties  on 
machinery  imported  by  him  as  an  emigrant,  for  his  own 
Qse  and  benefit. 

By  Mr.  SEVMOUR,of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  Jole. 
Coit  &  Co.,  to  be  refunded  duties  on  merchandise  damaged 
while  in  transitu  from  one  warehouse  to  anotlier  for  ex- 
portation. 

By  Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida :  The  memorials  of  WilHam 
H.  Andrews,  Gco^e  S.  Jennings,  Joseph  I).  Morris,  Ed- 
wmrd  R.  Ives,  George  J.  Lehnbaun,  Hiram  T.  Mann,  and 
Joel  B.  Smith,  assititant  marshals  of  tlie  ^tate  of  Florida, 
for  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  lost  eensim. 

By  Mr.  WAL BRIDGE:  The  petition  of  William  T. 
Lawrence,  and  137  other  citisens  of  Tompkins  and  Ch»- 
mniig  counties,  New  York,  praying  for  die  establishment  of 
a  tri- weekly  mail  route  from  Ha>'ana,  in  the  county  of 
CbemunKf  to  Ithica,  in  the  county  of  Tompkins,  via  Odessa, 
Cayutaville,  Enfield,  Centre,  &c. 

By  Mr.  HAVEN  :  The  remonstrance  of  Mugridge  and 
Clark,  and  other  citi/.ens  of  Buffalo,  being  bread  and  cracker 
iMikers  of  that  place,  against  extenaing  or  renewing  the  pat- 
ent to  William  R.  Nevins,  uf  New  York,  for  A  machine  for 
rolling  douKh  and  cutting  crackers  and  biscuit,  giving  ttie 
reasons  of  the  remonstrance  at  length. 

By  Mr.  St.  MARTIN :  The  memorial  of  Nathan  C.  Fol- 
ger  in  relation  to  Mexican  indemnities. 

Alito,  the  petition  of  Nanette  Dijean,  widow  Padron, 
prnyine  for  relief.  » 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  The  petition  ofcltlRcns  of  Perry 
county  and  Union  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  establbthment  of  a  mail  route  from  Miller's  Town,  in 
Perr>-  coun'y.  to  Mifflinburf ,  in  Union  county. 

By  Mr.  HENN :  llie  petition  of  T.  U.  P.  Duncan  and  96 
others,  asking  for  mail  routes  from  Corydon,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  via  Grand  River,  to  Princeton,  Missouri,  and  from 
Corydon  to  Chariton  Point,  and  for  weekly  service  Uiereon. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  January  30,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

PRIVATE  BILL  DAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  NORRIS,lhc  execution  of 
the  order  bv  which  Friday  of  each  week  is  devoted 
to  private  claims,  was  suspended  untU  one  o'clock. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  theTreasurerof  the  United  States,  com- 
municating  copies  of  his  accounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursement.*!  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
DefJiriment  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1851; 
which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H4JNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  tlie  table. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Au- 
gusta O^en  Boya,  praying  the  continuance  of 
her  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  rensions. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  submitted  a  document 
ill  support  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Kanesville, 
Iowa,  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  benfit  of  that  town ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Gray,  prayine  remuneration  for  a  pair  of  horses 
taken  by  the  united  States  troops  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Mankin,  pravingthat  the  Postmaster  General  may 
be  authorized  to  contract  with  him  and  his  asso- 


ciates, merchants  residing  in  Baltimore  and  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in 
steamers  from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  to  St. 
Thomas  and  Barbadoes,  in  the  West  Indies,  Para, 
Pernambuco,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  Brazil,  and 
Montevideo  in  Buenos  A  vres;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Butler,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Anna  McLean  have  leave  to  wNlidraw 
her  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  tiles  of  the  Senate, 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Lewis  A.  Thomas  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AtRUrs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Le  Roy,  on  the  fUet 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLEMENS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Charles  G.  Gunter,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  citisens  of  Padncah,  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  port  of  delivery,  and  improving  the  harbor  at  that 
place,  be  referred  to  the  CouimiUee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIEX.DS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  tlie  incorporation  of  a  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Washington*  be  referred  to  the  Conunit- 
tee  for  the  District  of  Col  umbla. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SOULE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  Appalachicola,  praying  that  Samuel 
Bray,  keeper  of  the  Dog-Island  light-house,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  may  receive  some  remuneration 
for  the  losses  sustained  by  himself  and  family 
during  the  gale  of  the  23d  and  24th  of  August, 
1851,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.,  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  providing 
for  carrying  into  execution,  in  further  part,  the 
12th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  concluded 
at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  reported  the  same  witliout 
amendment. 

He  said  that  he  should  have  now  asked  for 
its  consideration,  but  that  he  understood  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Soule,]  who  was 
not  now  ready  to  proceed,  desired  to  be  heard 
upon  the  subject.  He  should,  however,  ask  for  its 
consideration  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  SOULE  intimated  that  he  desired  to  exam- 
ine some  documents  relating  to  the  subject-matter 
of  this  bill,  before  he  proceeded  to  its  discussion. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  oraered  to'  be 
printed. 

PASSENGERS  BT  STEAMBOATS  TO  CALIFOR- 
NIA. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  have  been  requested  in 
behalf  of  a  number  of  highly-respectable  constit- 
uents to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  abuses 
alleged  to  exist  in  the  conveyance  of  passengers 
by  steamboats  from  the  Atlantic  port#  to  Califor- 
nia. 

The  abuses  complained  of  are  : 

1.  That  these  boats,  in  violation  of  their  public 
engagements,  take  ordinarily  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  passengers  than  they  can  properly  accom- 
modate, or  is  consistent  with  health  and  safety. 

2.  That  the  supply  of  food  is  often  deficient  in 
quantity,  and  of  tne  poorest  and  most  unwhole- 
some quality. 

3.  That  the  treatment  of  passengers,  the  sick 
even,  by  officers  and  crews  of  the  boats,  is  some-  , , 
times  cruel  in  the  extrems,  '• 


It  is  represented  that  from  these  abases  Wm 
numbers  of  our  fellow-citizens  emigrating  to  Cm- 
fomia  lose  their  lives  or  their  health  by  disease 
engendered  on  board  these  boats. 

The  petitioners  say  they  believe  that  a  thoroush 
investigation  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  would  dii* 
close  scenes  occurring  on  board  some  of  these 
boats  that  could  find  a  parallel  only  in  the  honttrs 
of  the  middle  passage  in  the  African  slave  trade. 

Not  professing  to  have  a  personal  knowledge 
how  far  these  representations  are  well  founded,  I 
believe  the  subject  is  worthy  of  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  and  trust  it  will  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  With  that 
view  I  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Rc«olt?ed.  That  the  Comnnittee  on  Commeree  beiaitruct- 
ed  to  inquire  whether  any  lefislatlon  ia  neceiMrj  to  pre- 
vent abtirfes  in  the  eonveyance  of  Da^senfen  by  iite«aibD«tf 
from  the  Atlantic  ports  to  thoee  or  Calir«imia. 

Mr.  GWIN.  1  have  only  to  say  that  I  thank 
the  Senator  from  Maine  for  bringing  this  subject 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  I  have  heard  great 
complaints  of  these  abuses,  and  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  give  to  the  subject  its  early  attention; 
and  if  there  are  such  abuses  that  they  will  recom- 
mend to  the  Senate  the  passage  of  a  bill  impoMOg 
the  severest  penalties  on  the  owners  of  the  steam- 
ships. I  have  no  doubt  that  many  lives  have  been 
lost  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  which  exist  on 
board  those  steamers. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

DISCIPLINE  IN  THE  NAVT. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  been  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  to  offer  some  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  heretofore  reported  from  that 
committee  to  enforce  discipline  and  promote  good 
conduct  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  Stain. 
As  I  desire  to  have  that  bill  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered at  some  early  day,  I  hope  that  by  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Senate  these  amendments 
may  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  amendments  were  received  informally,  aikd 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS  IN  SPAIN. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens  lately 
imprisoned  and  pardoned  bv  the  Clueen  of  Spain, 
was  read  a  first  and  secona  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

RepresentaUves  by  Mr.  Forney,  iu  Clerk: 

Mr.  FaseiDBNT :  Tbe  House  of  Representstivet  have 
passed  ajoiot  resolution  for  the  relief  of  BliKabetti  Prewitt, 
widow  and  executrix  of  Robert  O.  Prewitt,  deceased ;  aim, 
a  bill  entiUed  "  An  act  (br  the  benefit  ofthe  Carmelite  Nun- 
nery in  Baltihiore;  in  which  resolailoo  and  bill  theyreqaeit 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  the  lauer  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  t  desire  to  call  up  the  bill 
concerning  sessions  of  the  courts  of  the  Uoited 
States  in  the  district  of  Delaware.  I  do  this  at  the 
instance  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  {Mr. 
Batard.]  The  bill  provides  for  a  chaufe  of  the 
sessions  of  the  United  States  courts  in  that  dis- 
trict, which  are  to  be  held  very  soon.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  allow  the  bill  to  be  taken  up, so  that  it 
nruiy  be  passed  at  this  time.  I  move  to  postpone 
the  prior  orders,  with  a  view  to  taking  up  that 
bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  provides  that  the  Courts  of  the  United  States 
in  and  for  the  district  of  Delaware,  shall  hereafter 
be  held  at  New  Castle,  in  the  said  district;  that 
there  shall  be  two    regular  terms  of  the  drcnit 
court  of  the  United  States  in  said  district,  which 
shall  commence  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  and 
third  Tuesday  of  October,  in  each  and  every  y«r 
hereafter;  and  that  there  shall  be  four  regular 
terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  mr 
the  said  district,  which  shall  commence  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  April,  June,  September,  and 
January.  The  bUl  also  provides,  that  the  omeeof 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  couijt  for  said  dislnctjana 
the  records  of  the  said  court,  shall  be  kept,  eith^ 
at  Wilmington  or  New  Castle,  as  may  bedirected 
by  an  or^r  of  the  judges  of  «id  court,  noM 
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dther  rn  term  or  durin?  yacation,  and  entered  on 
the  records  thereof;  and  that^he  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  said  district  court,  and  the  records  thereof, 
shaJl  be  kept  at  either  of  the  said  pbces,  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  judge  of  the  said  district  court, 
by  an  order  made  m  term  or  during  vacation,  and 
entered  on  the  records  thereof. 

It  further  provides  that  no  process  issued  or 
proceedings  be?un  ineither  of  the  said  courts  shall 
be  voided  by  this  change  of  the  place  and  time  of 
holdings  the  said  courts,  and  that  all  process,  bail 
bonda,  or  recogni^nces,  returnable  at  the  next 
term  of  said  courts,  shall  be  returnable  and  re- 
turned at  the  terms  of  said  courts,  respectively, 
next  occurring  af^r  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  made  so  return- 
able on  the  face  thereof,  and  shall  have  full  efi*ect 
and  force,  and  that  all  continiuinces  shall  be  made 
to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

WAVAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution, 
submitted  on  the  27th  ifistant  by  Mr.  Hale,  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  of  appointments  in  the  naval 
service;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows: 

R€99lved,  That  the  Ccnmnittee  on  Naval  AAiirt  be  in- 
nnieted  to  imiiure  into  the  expftdiency  of  providing  by  law 
that  appointments  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
rhaJI  tM^realter  be  for  a  limited  time,  which  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  tlie  coramissinns. 

ADVCRSB  REPORTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  adverse 
reports  on  the  President's  desk,  wlvich  had  been 
made  from  committees  on  memorials  referred  to 
them.  The  question  in  each  case  was  on  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  Sen- 
nate  decided  affirmatively  on  the  following: 

The  petition  of  Leonard  J.  Thomas; 

The  petition  of  Charles  H.  Blood; 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Hill  and  Sons; 

The  petition  of  Jo86  Baya; 

The  petition  of  Phosbe  Ulover; 

The  petition  of  John  H.  Patterson; 

The  petition  of  Samuel  M.  Bootes; 

The  memorial  of  Robert  Piatt; 

The  petition  of  George  E.  Paine  and  Polly  Teal, 
the  children  of  Brinton  Paine,  deceased; 

The  {>etition  of  Samuel  Crapin; 

The  petition  of  Hugh  W.  Dobbin; 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Prisleau; 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Flanagan; 

The  petition  of  Sarah  Bennett;  and 

The  petition  pf  A.  J.  Williamson. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  adverse 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  thepetition 
of  William  A.  Duer,  administrator  of  William 
Duer,  deceased;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADQER,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

MART  W.  THOMPSON. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  W.  Thompson;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

DAVID  €.  CASH  AND  GILES  U.  ELLIS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  David  C.  Cash 
and  GUes  U.  Ellis. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to 
David  C.  Cash,  late  lieutenant,  and  Giles  U. 
Ellis,  late  a  private  in  the  Seminole  war  in  Florida, 
whatever  may  be  due  to  them  on  the  monthly  rolls 
for  military  service  in  said  war.  On  this  bill  the 
Committee  on  Military  A^rs  of  the  Senate  re- 
ported adversely. 

Mr.  HUNTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflrairs  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
UTW,  from  which  it  appears  that  David  C.  Cash 
and  Giles  U.  Ellis  served  in  the  war  with  the 
Seminole   Indians,  Cash    as   a   lieutenant,  and 
Ellis  as  a  private.    They  were  engaged  by  Rich- 
ard R.  Crum  of  the  Commissary  Department,  to 
disburse  supplies  to  the  troops,  and  they  well  and 
tndy  disohai^^  that  duty.    At  the  expiration  of 


their  term  of  service,  they  accounted,  as  in  duty 
bound,  to  R.  R.  Crum,  quartermaster,  delivering 
to  him  all  invoices  and  goods  in  their  possession. 
Although  they  were  employed  by  Crum  as  his  as- 
sistants, the  Government  has  endeavored  to  hold 
them  responsible  as  its  agents,  because  they  signed 
the  vouchers  as  Assistant  Ctuartermasters;  but 
there  was  no  contract  between  them  and  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  were  not  commissioned  by  the 
Government  in  that  character,  but  they  acted 
under  Crum,  a  regularly-qualified  commissioned 
officer  of  the  Government.  They  received  a  great 
deal  of  property  as  Crum's  agents,  and  they  ac- 
counted for  it  all;  but  Crum  being  in  default  to  the 
Government,  they  were  held  accountable.  The 
affidavit  of  Cash  and  Ellis  is  sustained  by  the  affi- 
davit of  Crum,  who  says  that  they  actM  as  his 
agents,  and  as  such  were  authorized  to  receive  large 
supplies.  He  says  he  held  them  responsible  to 
him,  and  that  he  demanded  and  received  of  them 
all  their  papers,  vouchers,  invoices,  and  receipts. 
They  folly  accounted  for  and  properly  applied  all 
the  stores  received  by  them.  The  Government 
did  not  give  them  their  regular  pay,  but  withheld 
it  from  them,  and  the  committee  thought  that 
Crum,  the  quartermaster,  and  not  Giles  and 
Ellis,  should  be  held  liable  to  the  Government  for 
any  deficiencies  or  arrearages  in  his  department  as 
quartermaster  or  commissary. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  That  seems  to  be  a  bill  which 
requires  the  Government  to  pay  asents  who  were 
employed  by  this  Mr.  Crum.  I  think  this  ou^ht 
not  to  be  done.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  passed  by 
informally. 

Mr.  BADGER.  As  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  who  reported  this  bill, 
is  not  in  his  place,  I  move  to  postpone  its  further 
consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  T.  SULLIVAN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Sullivan  was 
read  a  second  time^  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  Postmas- 
ter General  be  authorized  and  required  to  pay  to 
John  T.  Sullivan  #1,670,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  for  folding,  cutting,  and 
quarto  binding  17,500  copies  of  laws  and  instruc- 
uons  to  postmasters,  under  a  contract  made  with 
him  by  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1839;  and  also  for  folding,  stitching,  and 
binding  other  Uws  and  regulations  subsequent  to 
said  contract,  and  for  the  storage  of  said  laws. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

JOSEPH  GIDEON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Gideon  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considerea  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of 
Joseph  Gideon,  as  acting  purser  of  the  United 
States  store-ship  Fredonia,  from  December  18, 
1847,  to  May  16, 1848,  and  from  June  8, 1848,  to 
January  18,  1851,  and  to  pay  him  the  diflference 
between  the  compensation  of  a  captain's  clerk  and 
an  active  purser  for  that  time. 

Mr.  FELCH  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Secretary  read  it  accordingly.  It  sets  forth 
that  Joseph  Gideon  was  duly  appointed  by  the 
commander  of  the  store-ship  Freaonia  an  acting 
purser  on  board,  and  that  he  faithfully  executed 
the  duties  of  purser  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  for  the  period  mentioned  in  the 
bill.  He  also,  at  the  same  time,  discharged  the 
duties  of  captain's  clerk,  for  which  he  received 
compensation;  but  the  committee  deem  him  en- 
titlea  to  the  additional  amount  now  proposed  to 
be  given  to  him. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

JOHN  O.  MEANS.  v 

The  biH  for  the  -relief  of  John  O.  Means  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  be 
authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  of  John 
0.  Means,  an  acting  purser  on  board  the  United 
States  brig  Dolphin,  under  the  appointment  of  the 
commander  of  the  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  to  allow  him  the  pay  of  a  purser  while  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  or  that  appointment* 
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The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIM. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  ehiim  of  John  Ervin  to 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  Bastrop  Claim,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnole. 

It  provides  that  John  Ervin  shall  be  confirmed 
in  his  title  to  the  Und  on  which  he  resides,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  extent  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  to  be  taken  by  legal  subdivisions 
so  as  to  include  his  improvements;  and  that  a  pat- 
ent be  issued  to  him  for  a  legal  survey  of  the  same, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  General  for 
said  State;  provided  tliat  this  act  shall  amount  only 
to  a  relinquishment  of  title  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  FELCH  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port. 

It  was  read  accordingly.  It  appears  from  it  that 
twenty-three  years  since  Mr.  Ervin  settled  on  and 
improved  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Bastrop  Claim;  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  which  he  has  ever  since 
resided.  Previous  to  his  settlement  the  land  had 
been  sold  by  the  grantee  to  a  Mr.  Ballanger,  who, 
afler  having  made  some  improvements,  abandoned 
it  and  left  the  country,  and  has  not  been  heard 
of  since,  nor  has  any  agent  or  heir  appeared  for 
him.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  claimant  has  not 
been  enabled,  as  he  intended  to  do,  to  purchase  the 
title  of  Ballanger  to  the  tract.  But  ne  has  held 
peaceableand  uninterrupted  possession  long  enough 
to  give  him,  under  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  a  title 
by  prescription  against  all  claimants  except  the 
United  States.  An  act  of  Congress  was  passed 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1851,  which  intended  to  give 
a  donation  to  settlers  of  twenty  yeetn  standing  and 
upwards.  It  provided  that  the  title  of  the  Uiiited 
Slates  should  be  relinquished  against  such  persons. 
This  claimant  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  this  act  but  for  the  fact  that  he  did  not  hold 
his  lands  of  the  original  grantee.  This  being  a 
mere  technical  point,  the  claiipant,  of  course,  is 
within  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1851.  Thecommittee  state,  also,  that  the 
claimant  is  a  very  old  man,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
very  important  thing  for  him,  in  his  oki  age,  to 
have  his  title  settled. 

Mr.  FEILCH.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, [Mr.  Downs,]  who  reported  this  bill,  is  not 
in  his  seat.  I  would  like  to  know  what  has  been 
our  legislation  on  this  subject  heretofore. 

Mr.  HALE.  This  was  a  subjest  of  considera- 
tion in  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
and  the  committee  unanimously  agreed  that  this 
case  required  the  attention  of  Congress.  It  is  a 
case  in  which  an  individual  has  occupied  his  land, 
for  more  than  twenty  years;  but  the  land  was  so 
situated  that,  for  some  reason  or  other,  it  was  not 
open  to  entry.  This  individual  has  occupied  the 
land  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Nobody  has 
disturbed  him;  nobody  but  the  United  States  can 
disturb  him.  The  commiuee  deemed  it  proper 
tj^t  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  land 
which  he  has  occupied  for  more  than  twenty  years 
should  be  relinqiushed.  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass. 
This  claimant  is  a  very  old  man,  and  this  is  but  a 
trifling  matter. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  prefer  that  the  bill  should 
lie  over  until  the  Senator  who  reported  it  shall  be 
in  his  seat,  and  we  can  hear  some  further  expla- 
nation of  it.    I  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOULE.  I  hope  this  bill  will  pass.  I  am 
sorry  there  should  be  any  opposition  to  it.  If 
there  is  any  opposition,  I  hope  it  will  lit  on  the 
table  until  my  colleague,  who  reported  it,  shall  be 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  the  Senate  did  not  listen 
to  the  reading  of  the  report.  If  the  Senate  will 
give  their  attention  to  its  reading,  I  think  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  a  speech;  for  the  report 
states  the  case  very  plainly.  I  ask  that  the  report 
be  afatn  read. 

The  report  was  again  read. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  would  Kke  to  hear  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1851,  referred  to  in  the 
report,  read. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  justice 
of  this  claim.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  pass  it. 
The  Senator  ftom  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Dowks  ,]  who 
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reported  this  bill,  is  not  in  his  seat;  and  if  there 
is  any  obiection  to  the  bill,  I  hope  it  will  be  passed 
over  until  he  shall  be  here.  For  myself,  i  know 
of  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  There  is  this  objection 
to  it,  in  my  mind:  I  believe  that  this  Bastrop 
Claim  has  recently  been  determined  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  to  be  an  invalid 
ckim,  and  good  for  nothing.  It  seems  that  a  re- 
cent act  has  been  passed  extending  preiimption 
rights  to  the  settlers  on  that  claim.  Hence,  I 
suppose,  this  gentleman  is  entitled  to  a  preiimption 
right  in  common  with  other  settlers.  But  he  sets 
up  a  claim  from  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ballanger, 
who,  he  says,  purchased  from  Bastrop,  the  ori- 
ginal CTantee.  The  fact  is  evident,  and  he  alleges  it 
himself  in  his  petition,  that  he  intended  to  pur- 
chase from  Ballanger;  but  he  never  did  acquire 
any  right  or  title  whatever.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
case  of  a  donation  of  land,  as  much  so  as  Any 
donation  that  has  ever  been  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  I  therefore  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  ^851,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  report,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  Congress  had  established  tne  principle  of 
making  donations  to  settlers  on  this  claim  for 
twenty  years*  settlement.  If  that  be  the  case,  I 
see  no  objiection  to  placing  this  individual  on  the 
same  footing  with  others;  although  I  might  have 
objected  to  such  legislation  originally.  In  regard 
to  all  these  matters,  which  I  have  condemned  for 
80  many  years  here,  I  have  gone  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  when  you  establish  a  certain  rule,  all 
persons  should  fare  alike  under  it.  Let  all  enjoy 
the  same  benefits  whose  claims  are  alike.  I  called 
for  the  reading:  of  the  act  with  that  view.  Until 
we  can  look  into  the  matter,  I  think  no  injury 
can  be  sustaind  by  letting  this  bill  lie  over. 

Mr.    HALE.     If  there  be  any  objection  to 

this  bill  after  I  shall  state  a  single  fact,  I  will  not 

interpose  any  objection  to  its  being  laid  over.    It 

will  be  seen  that  the  last  clause  of  the  bill  is  in 

these  words: 

**Pr<nidedf  That  this  act  fhall  amonnt  only  to  a  rello- 
qvishment  f^  ffde  on  the  part  of  the  United  SutM.'* 

That  is  all  it  will  do.  I  understand  the  Bastrop 
Claim  as  matter  of  a  disputed  title,  and  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  decided 
that  the  ^rant  was  void.  Congress,  in  1851,  at  the 
last  session,  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  set- 
tlers on  the  claim,  by  which  it  was  provided,  that 
the  title  of  the  United  States  should  be  relinquished 
against  all  settlers  who  had  been  there  over  twenty 
years.  This  gentleman  has  been  there  for  twenty- 
three  years,  not  on  land  of  the  United  States,  but 
on  land  granted  by  Bastrop  to  a  Mr.  Ballanger, 
who  has  never  appeared  to  claim  it.  Hence  he 
has  a  good  title  oy  prescription,  as  against  Bal- 
langer, or  anybody  else  but  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  decided  that  his  case  does  not  come 
wtthih  the  purview  of  the  act;  but  the  United 
States  does  not  own  the  claim.  All  he  asks  is, 
that  the  United  States  shall  relinquish  what  claim 
it  has,  if  any,  and  leave  him  to  contend  with  Bal- 
langer and  his  heirs,  if  thev  ever  should  come. 
You  may  postpone  the  bill  for  twenty  years,  but 
you  can  never  get  the  facts  any  plainer  than  they 
are.  These  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  Now,  if  the 
Senate  wish  it  to  lie  over  af\er  this  statement,  1 
shall  interpose  no  objection. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Let  it  lie  over. 

The  Secretary,  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of 
Mr.  Underwood,  then  read  the  following  act: 

All  Act  fbr  the  setUement  of  certain  clauBct  of  private  land 

claimt  within  the  limits  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop  Grant, 

and  for  allowing  pret^mpiion  to  certain  actual  settlers,  in 

the  event  of  the  final  adjndication  of  the  title  of  the  said 

De  Bastrop,  in  Ikvor  of  the  United  Stales. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou*e  itf  Repretenta- 

tivtt  oftke  Unit^  State§  of  jtmeriea  in  ConeretM  atMeTn- 

hledf  That  in  the  event  of  a  final  adjudicatioo  oy  the  court 

in  favor  of  the  United  States,  on  the  *<  Baron  de  Bastrop" 

claim  in  Louisiana,  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on 

the  17th  June.  1844,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 

(  adjustment  of  land  claims  within  the  States  of  Missouri, 

<  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  and  in  those  parts  of  the  States 

<  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  south  of  the  thirtv- first  degree 

<  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  Miwiiigippi  and  Perdido 
'rivers,*' the  register  and  receiver  for  the  Ouachita  land  dis- 
ttric,  Louisiana,  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  Act,  in  some 
newitpaper  circulating  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  land,  and  within 
twelve  months  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  first  publica- 
tion of  such  notice,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawftil  for  any  ori- 
ginal claimants  of  the  classes  herdnaAcr  mentioned  in  this 
section  of  the  present  act,  their  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, to  file  with  Uie  afbresaid  register  and  receiver  notices 
descriptive  of  their  claims,  and  specifying  their  precise  lo- 
calities and  area,  with  the  testimony  in  support  of  the  same : 

Fintt  All  bonajide  claimants  l>y  pordiase  fhwi  De- 


Baatrop,  or  those  holding  under  him,  where  the  land  has 
been  occupied  and  cultivated  for  twenty  years. 

Second:  All  bona  fide  claimants  of  <*  head  rights,"  for 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  their  heirs  or 
legal  representatives,  where  the  original  claimant  came 
over  and  settled  the  land  under  the  contract  between  the 
Spanish  Government  and  De  Bastrop,  even  thoufb  the  land 
was  not  actually  sold  or  conveyed  to  such  original  claim- 
ants by  the  said  De  Bastrop. 

Tkird:  All  6ono  fidf  claimants  for  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  twen- 
tieth December,  elghteeo  hundred  and  three,  where  they 
have  held  such  continued  possession  as  to  show  that  they 
identified  themselves  with  the  ownership  of  the  land. 

Sec  3.  ^nd  be  U  further  enticted.  That  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  twelve  months  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  register  and  receiver,  pursuant  to  such  instructions  as 
may  be  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, to  make  a  report  with  the  notices,  and  all  the  testi- 
mony, to  the  GeneriU  Land  Ofllce,  specify inc  all  such  cases 
as  in  their  opinion  come  within  the  priiiciples  recognized 
under  the  several  heads  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section, 
and  which  according  to  those  principles  ought  to  be  con- 
firmed, and  such  as  in  their  opinion  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Sac.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacledf  That  it  shall  be  the 
duly  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
lay  the  report  aforesaid  before  Congress  for  final  action 
thereon;  and  all  claims  recommended  for  confirmation  shall 
be  reserved  from  sale  until  the  final  action  of  Congress  on 
the  report  aforesaid,  and  all  claims  reported  as  rejected 
shall  be  treated  as  otiier  public  lands. 

Sac.  4.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enaciedf  That  the  claims  ntim- 
bered  forty,  forty-four,  forty-five,  forty-six,  forty-seven, 
forty-eight,  and  tilty-one,  favorably  reported  on  by  Daniel 
J.  Sutton,  as  register  for  the  district  north  of  Red  river, 
Louisiana,  and  entered  in  the  first  class  of  his  report,  dated 
first  of  January,  eighteen  himdred  and  twenty  one,  but  on 
account  of  being  within  the  limits  of  the  Bastrop  Grant, 
have  been  excluded  from  the  confirmatory  provisions  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Febru- 
ary twenty-eight,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  en- 
titled "An  act  supplementarv  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lousiana,"  be  and 
the  same  shall  be  held  confirmed,  in  the  event  of  the  final 
adjudication  of*the  Bastrop  claim  hi  fiivor  of  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  this  confirmation  shall 
only  operate  as  a  relinouishment  of  title  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  in  no  way  prejudice  or  aflect  any 
sale,  or  other  right  existing  at  the  time  when  the  survey 
shall  be  executed,  of  the  claims  hereby  conditionally  con- 
firmed ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  final  adjudication  of  the 
Bastrop  Grant  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  the  return  of  approved 

BlatB  of  survey  for  the  claims  specified  in  this  section,  re- 
nquishment  patents  shall  be  issued  as  in  other  cases. 
Skc.  5.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  event  of  a 
final  adjudication,  in  Atvor  of  the  (Jnited  States,  of  the  Bas- 
trop Claim,  as  contemplated  by  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
every  iona  fide  settler,  on  any  part  of  said  land,  at  the  time 
of  Uie  extension  of  the  public  surveys  over  the  same,  who 
is  a  man  of  Ikmily,  widow,  or  single  roan  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  an  actual  housekeeper  thereon,  and  who, 
but  for  the  reservation  heretofore  made  of  said  land  for  the 
claim  of  the  said  Bastrop,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a 
right  of  preemption  under  some  one  of  the  preemption  laws, 
be,  and  ne  is  hereby  authorised  to  enter  tlie  quarter  section 
so  resided  on,  or  by  adjoining  legal  subdivisions,  kO  as  to 
include  his  residence  and  land  cultivated  or* improved, 
any  number  of  acres  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  fixty 
acres,  upon  making  proof  of  such  settlement,  housekeep- 
ing, kc,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver,  as 
in  ordinary  cases,  at  any  time  within  a  year  after  the  public 
surveys  are  so  extended  over  said  land. 
AeeaovBD  March  3d,  185L 

Mr.  SOULE.  The  Senate  will  perceive,  from 
the  act  which  has  just  been  read,  that  very  few 
cases  are  plainer  than  the  one  now  presented  to 
our  consideration.  I  myself  am  not  willing,  nor, 
indeed,  am  I  ready  now,  to  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  rights  the  claimant  may  hold  under  the 
laws  of  Louisiana,  considering  him  as  holding 
adversely  to  those  who  may  claim  under  Ballan- 
ger. I  do  not  wish,  therefore,  to  intimate  what 
my  opinion  maybe  on  that  (question.  But  cer- 
tainly the  Senate  will  not  insist  upon  acting  on 
this  case  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  who  luts 
presented  it,  and  who  is  familiar  with  its  merits, 
and  who  could  explain  anv  difficulty  which  any 
Senator  might  perceive  in  tne  way.  I  will,  there- 
fore, make  a  call  upon  the  generosity  and  good 
feeling  of  the  Senate  to  let  the  matter  lie  over, 
until  my  colleague  shall  be  able  to  attend. 

Several  Senators.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  misunderstands  entirely  the  purpose  of 
those  of  us  who  desire  that  this  matter  shall  not 
be  laid  over.  We  consider  this  a  plain  case.  We 
want  to  pass  the  bill.  The  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  the  reading  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  March  3,  1851,  shows  conclu- 
sively that  Coneress  intended  to  provide  for  a  class 
of  cases  precisely  like  the  one  now  presented  to 
our  consideration.  It  is  only  by  a  technical  diffi- 
culty that  this  person  is  precluded  from  the  bene- 
fits of  the  act.  And  why  should  we  not  at  once 
pass  the  bill,  and  release  to  him  the  title  of  the 
United  States,  if  it  has  any  ? 

Mr.  SOULE.  If  that  be  the  intention  of  the  Sen- 
ate 1  shall  interpose  bo  objection.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  shall  be  quite  willing  to  pass  the  bill  now. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  If  it  be  the  wiU  of  the 
Senate  to  act  on  the  bill  now,  I  wish  to  state  a  few 
objections  to  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Let  it  lie  over,  then. 

Mr.  SOULE.  Then  I  will  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  tmtif  to-mor- 
row. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GEORGE  POINDEXTER. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G^r^ee  Poindexter,  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Mflitary  Affiurs,  wat 
then  taken  up  and  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Is  there  a  report  accom- 
panying that  bin?  If  there  is,  I  would  like  to 
hear  it  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  report  which 
was  made  some  years  past,  but  no  report  has  been 
made  this  session.  Does  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania wish  that  report  to  be  read  ? 

Mr.  DAWSON.  If  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  will  allow  me,  I  will  state,  that  this  bill  has 
been  reported  upon  year  aAer  year,  and  the  De- 
partment has  recomnoended  the  payment  of  the 
claim.  The  only  difference  that  arose  between  the 
claimant  and  the  Department  is,  that  he  wanted 
certain  words  employed  to  which  the  Department 
would  not  consent. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  am  satisfied,  and  with- 
draw the  objection. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

WILUAM  MILLER. 

The  Senate  Bext  proceeded  to  consider  a  bill  ibr 
the  relief  of  William  Miller. 

This  was  a  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  and  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  be  directed  to  place  the  name  of  William 
Miller,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  roll  of  infalid 
pensioners  for  life  at  |8  per  month,  commeDcin^ 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1852. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time,  wai 
considered  by  the  Senate  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  There  being  no  amendment,  it  was  re- 
ported back  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

EZRA  WILLIAMS. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ezra  Williams  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  by  the  Senate  aa  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  provided  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  pay 
to  said  Ezra  WUliams  the  sum  of  $500,  in  full  for 
his  services  in  preparing  an  alphabetical  index, 
under  the  direction  of  Richard  M.  Young,  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

IRA  DAT — mTEREST  ON  CLAIMS. 

The  billfor  the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  Post- 
master General  be  authorized  and  required  to  pav 
to  Ini  Day,  of  Vermont,  |l,008  90,  t<M;ether  with 
the  interest  thereon  from  the  1st  of  July,  1837, 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in 
full  for  the  balance  due  to  him  for  transporting  the 
mail  from  Royalton  to  Burlington,  in  the  aforesaid 
State,  from  January,  1833,  to  July,  1637. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  perceive,  Mr.  President, 
that  there  is  an  allowance  for  interest  provided  for 
in  that  bill.  This  is  altogether  unusual,  and  I 
move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  together  with  the  interest  thereon  from  the  IM 
day  of  July,  1837." 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia  will  hear  the  report  read  before  he  nwk« 
Uiat  motion.  If  he  will  attend  to  the  report,  he 
will  see  the  ground  on  which  this  interest  is  recom- 
mended to  &  Daid. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  quite  willing  to  hear 
the  report  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  two  bills  had  heretofore  *>«*"JJi 
ported  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner— one  in  Iw 
and  the  other  in  1840— -and  that  the  facta  of  the 
case  were  set  forth  in  a  report  to  the  Senate  dannff 
the  third  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  Cojgr^- 
From  that  report  it  appeared  that  James  Barker 
and  others  were  contractors  for  trsosporting  » 
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daily  mail  for  four  ^eara,  from  Boston  (Maas.)  to 
Royalton,  Montpelier,  and  Burlin|gton,  for  the  sum 
of  |l2,250  per  annum,  commencing  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1633,  and  ending  in  January,  1637.  In 
the  month  of  October,  1834,  the  Postmaster  Qen- 
enl  ordered  the  mail  to  be  discontinued  one  day 
in  a  week  on  that  part  of  the  route  between  Roy- 
alton and  Burlin^n,  which  part  of  the  route  was 
assigned  by  the  contractors  to  the  petitioner.  Un- 
der this  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the 
mail  from  Boston  arrived  at  Royalton  on  Saturday 
rrening,  and  remained  over  until  the  Mo^iday 
mominf  following.  That  the  inconvenience  to 
the  public  in  consequence  of  this  order  was  such 
that  the  postmasters  on  the  route,  and  other  citi- 
tens,  solicited  and  urged  the  petitioner  to  continue 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  daily,  notwith- 
standing tne  said  order  of  the  Postmaster  General. 
The  petitioner  did  so,  and  thus  the  line  was  un- 
broken, and  the  mail  was  transported  regularly 
from  Boston  to  the  capital  of  Vermont,  and  thence 
to  Burlin^n,  and  vice  vena,  every  day  in  the 
veek.  The  petitioner,  therefore,  clamied  this  sum 
of  $1,008  90,  being  the  sum  withheld  from  him  by 
the  Postmaster  General  on  account  of  the  order 
filready  mentioned. 

The  committee  further  reported,  that  if  this  order 
had  been  carried  out,  it  would  have  occasioned 
rreat  inconvenience  to  the  public;  that  it  would 
Dave  delayed  the  mail  thirty-six  hours  in  one  of 
the  moat  important  and  productive  routes  in  that 
section  of  tne  country;  that  the  order,  though 
temporary  on  its  face,  was  doubtless  signed  as  a 
means  of  afibrdinr  temporary  relief  to  the  Depart- 
ment, which  was  then  in  an  embarrassed  condition; 
and  that  the  service  having  been  thus  rendered  at 
the  request  of  the  postmasters  and  other  citizens 

SK>n  tne  route,  and  havinc:  contributed  greatly  to 
e  convenience  of  the  public,  the  petitioner  should 
in  justice  and  equity  be  paid  for  it. 

It  furthei  appeared  that  the  mail  was  carried  by 
the  petitioner  at  the  request  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  aAer  the  contract  had  expired,  namely: 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  to  the  Ist  of  July, 
in  the  same  year;  ana  that  the  same  rate  of  de- 
duction (one  seventh)  was  retained  by  the  Post- 
master (General,  and  was  included  in  the  amount 
claimed. 

The  committee  further  reported,  that  they  had 
not  been  able  to  find  any  power  vested  in  the  Post- 
master General,  authorizing  him  to  make  such  an 
order,  and  that  the  only  clause  in  the  contract  au- 
thorizing the  Postmaster  General  in  any  way  to 
interfere  with  it  was  one  which  provided,  that  if 
the  route,  or  any  part  of  the  route,  therein  men- 
tioned, should  be  discontinued  by  act  of  Congress, 
or  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmoster  Gen- 
erel,  become  useless,  or  if  a  line  of  stages  or  steam- 
boats should  be  established  on  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  it,  where  the  mail  was  not  so  carried  under 
the  contract,  then  the  contract  itself,  or  such  part 
of  it,  should  cease  to  be  binding  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  by  giving  notice  of  sucn  event  to  the  party 
contracting,  and  making  allowance  of  one  month  ^s 
extra  pay.    Under  this  clause  the  committee  were 
of  opmion  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  no 
power  to  discontinue  the  mail  one  day  in  the  week. 
Mr.  HUNTER.    The  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Upham]  desired  that  I  would  wait  for  the 
reading  of  the  report  before  I  pressed  my  amend- 
ment.    Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  it  read,  and  upon 
hearing  it  I  am  not  convinced  that  the  principal  is 
doe,  much  less  the  interest.    It  seems  that  this 
contractor  insisted  on  discharging  this  service,  al- 
though the  Postmaster  General    had    expressly 
desired  that  it  should  be  discontinued.    Now,  sir, 
bv  the  report  read,  in  which  there  is  furnished  a 
danse  of  the  contract,  it  appears  that  the  Post- 
master General  had  a  right  to  discontinue  the  con- 
tract for  the  whole  route,  and  for  the  whole  time, 
if  he  thought  proper;  and  certainly  if  he  had  a 
right  to  discontinue  it  for  the  whole,  he  had  a 
right  to  discontinue  it  for  a  part;  and  if  this  did 
not  meet  the  views  of  the  contractor  he  might  have 
thrown  his  contract  up.    He  only  continued,  in 
desDite  of  the  order  or  the  Postmaster  General, 
to  discharge  such  services  as  he  thought  would 
be  advantageous  to  those  on  the  route.    Now,  if 
this  is  to  be  allowed  and  sustained  by  Congress 
IB  this  case,  others  will  do  the  same.     Instead, 
therefore,  of  paying  the  principal  and  interest,  I 
think  that  this  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  either. 
Besdes,  sir,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pay 
interest  in  this  case,  when  we  uniformly  reAise  to 


pay  it  in  all  others.  We  had  a  case  here  a  very 
short  time  ago  of  a  similar  kind,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
which  the  Senate  refused  to  pay  interest,  although 
they  did  pay  the  principal.  I  see,  therefore,  no 
reason  why  the  interest  should  be  paid  here. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  to  say  that  he  doubts  the  equity  of  this 
claim  on  its  merits,  or  in  other  words,  that  he 
would  not  pay  either  principal  or  interest,  because 
the  claimant  continued  the  service,  notwithstand- 
ing the  order  of  the  Postmaster  General  discon- 
tinuing it.  This  claim  came  before  us  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  as  we  have  seen  by  the  Report 
referred  to.  At  that  time  I  had  not  looked  into 
the  contract  to  see  what  powers  were  vested  in 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  in  other  words,  I  had 
not  looked  into  the  terms  or  the  form  of  the  con- 
tract. Since  that  time,  however,  I  have  examined 
this  matter,  and  I  find  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral expressly  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  alter 
the  contract  and  reduce  the  pay  for  services  to  be 

r;rformed  on  a  route  under  certain  circumstances, 
then  went  back  to  the  year  1833,  when  this  par- 
ticular contract  was  made,  and  1  find  no  such 
clause  in  regard  to  it,  nor  any  such  power  reserved 
as  is  now  reserved.  The  only  clause  in  the  con- 
tract under  which  the  Postmaster  General  claims 
to  exerciM  this  power,  is  in  the  following  words: 

'<It  is  mutually  uoderstood  by  tbe  contractinf  partieH. 
ttiat  if  the  route,  or  any  part  of  tbe  route  henrin  mentioned 
shall  be  discontinued  by  act  of  Coagrew,  or,  in  the  opinion 
of  tbe  Postmaster  General,  becomes  useless ;  or  if  a  line  of 
stages  or  steamboats  shau  be  established  on  tbe  whole  or 
any  part  of  it,  where  the  mail  is  not  so  carried  under  this 
contract,  then  this  contract,  or  such  part  of  it^  shall  cease 
to  be  binding  on  the  Postmaster  General,  he  giving  noUce 
of  such  event,  and  making  allowance  of  one  month's  extra 
pay." 

Now,  under  this  clause  it  appeara  that  the 
power  of  the  Postmaster  General  is  derived  alto- 
gether from  the  contract  itself.  What,  then,  had 
the  PosUnaster  General  a  right  to  do  under  this 
contract  ?  In  the  firat  place,  let  me  remark  that 
the  mail  route  is  one  thing,  and  that  the  contract 
is  another.  This  contract  provides  that  if  any 
portion  of  the  n*ail  route  shall  be  discontinued  by 
Congress,  or  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  such  route,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be- 
come useless,  he  may  discontinue  the  whole  or  a 
part,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  giving  notice  there- 
of, and  by  making  an  allowance  of  one  month's 
extra  pay.  But,  sir,  there  is  no  clause  in  this 
contract  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
reduce  the  service  to  be  performed  on  a  route.  If 
he  has  contracted  for  too  much  service,  that  is  his 
misfortune;  but  he  certainly  has  no  right  to  cur- 
tail, or  reduce  it,  so  long  as  the  route  over  which 
he  contracted  to  transport  the  mail  continues  to  be 
a  mail  route.  If  it  should  cease  to  be  a  mail  route 
in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  any  act  of 
Congress,  or  if  he  himself  should  discontinue  it 
as  a  mail  route,  on  the  ground  that  it  has  become 
useless,  then  the  contract,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
that  portion  of  the  mail  route  which  has  been  dis- 
continued, shall  not  be  binding  on  the  Postmaster 
General.  All  that  he  could  do  under  this  C4>ntract 
is  to  put  an  end  to  it,  if  Congress  should  repeal  the 
law  making  it  a  mail  route,  or  if,  by  reason  of 
other  circumstances,  it  should  become  useless  as 
a  mail  route.  What,  then,  is  a  mail  route?  I 
underatand  it  to  be  a  road  or  way.  Coneress 
makes  a  road  a  mail  route  by  special  act.  xhe 
Postmaster  General  contracts  for  the  services  to 
be  performed  on  that  route,  and  under  the  old  form 
of  contract,  he  could  not  reduce  the  service  from  a 
daily  mail  to  a  semi-weekly,  or  tri-weekly,  or 
weekly  mail;  but  under  the  new  form  of  contracts 
entered  into,  there  is  a  clause  authorizing  him  to 
alter  the  schedule;  and  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  ser- 
vice contracted  to  be  performed  is  not  required,  he 
may  curtail,  or  reduce,  or  terminate  that  service. 
Now,  if  under  the  old  form  of  contract  the  Post- 
master General  had  such  authority,  wiiyaAerwards 
strike  out  that  old  clause,  and  substitute  a  new 
one?  It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  and  the  committee 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  under  this 
form  of  contract  entered  into  in  the  year  1833, 
the  Postmaster  General  could  not  reduce  a  daily 
mail  to  a  tri-weekly,  or  semi-weekly  mail;  or, 
in  other  words,  he  could  not  strike  out  one  trip, 
or  two  trips,  or  three  trips.  This  was  illustra- 
ted here  the  other  day  in  the  case  of  Dwinell,  of 
Maine.  The  Senate  passed  an  act  to  give  him 
|13,000.  He  contracted  to  run  a  daily  mail  on  a 
certain  route  in  Maine.    Now,  although  this  was 


a  profitable  route  in  the  summer,  it  was  found  to 
be  unprofitable  in  winter,  in  consequence  of  ob- 
structions on  the  route.  What  did  the  Postmaster 
General  do  in  this  case  ?  Did  he  reduce  the  ser- 
vice? No;  he  applied  to  the  contractor  and  in- 
duced him  to  consent  to  diminish  his  number  of 
trips  to  three  in  the  week,  with  a  promise  to  pay 
him  a  sufficient  compensation.  In  this  case  we 
passed  a  bill  the  other  day  giving  j|^13,0U0,  without 
interest,  for  the  damage  he  sustained.  That  bill 
was  passed  by  striking  out  the  interest.  But  if  the 
committee  are  correct  in  the  legal  view  they  have 
taken  of  this  question,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the 
interest.  If,  at  the  end  of  the  contract,  the  Post- 
master General  retained  one  seventh  of  the  money 
then  due,  and  refused  to  pay  it  over,  that  party  is 
as  much  antitled  to  interest  as  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  was  on  money  advanced  to  carry  on  the 
Indian  Stream  war.  We  have  passed  a  bill  this 
sessisn  to  pay  interest  in  this  New  Hampshire  case, 
and  we  have  also  passed  a  similar  bill  in  the  case 
of  Georgia.  Now,  here  is  a  bill  to  pay  money 
belonging  to  the  petitioner,  which  is  retained  in 
the  hands  6f  the  Postmaster  General;  and  I  call  on 
Senators  to  show  me  the  authority  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  service 
contracted  to  be  performed  on  this  mail  route.  It 
has  never  been  discontinued  as  a  maU  route.  It  is 
still  a  great  thoroughfare  from  Boston,  by  way  of 
Royalton,  Montpelier,  and  Burlington,  to  Mon- 
treal, and  therefore  it  never  can  be  discontinued. 
The  report  shows  that  it  is  still  a  mail  route;  and 
the  principle  contended  for  is,  that  while  it  was  a 
mail  route,  and  was  not  discontinued  by  the  Post* 
master  General,  he  could  not  interfere  with  the 
amount  of  service  which  he  contracted  to  have 
performed  on  that  route.  That  is  the  legal  view 
of  the  case.  But  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
upon  the  equitable  view  of  the  case,  that  he  had 
expended  this  money  and  had  furnished  carriages, 
horses  and  harness,  and  drivera,  to  run  this  great 
mail  every  day  in  the  week,  it  was  thought  right 
that  this  money  should  be  paid.  This  order  was 
regarded  as  a  temporary  measure  only  during  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  Post  Ofiice  Depart- 
ment. And  the  Department  being  relieved,  and 
being  now  able  to  pay,  the  Senate,  at  the  last  Con- 
g^ress,  passed  a  bill  on  principles  of  equity  and  Jus- 
tice. But  taking  the  other  view  of  the  subject, 
about  which  there  is  no  doubt,  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  a  legal  man  in  the  Senate  who  will 
say  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  any  right  to 
reauce  the  service. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  From  the  report  made  by 
the  committee,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  by  the 
Senate  that  the  principal  is  justly  due,  and  has 
been  unjustly  denied,  and  the  objection  is  to  the 
interest  only.  And  now,  when  an  opportunity  is 
thus  offered,  I  would  like  to  hear  Senatora  set 
forth  some  good  and  sufficient  reason  why,  if 
Grovernment  pays  its  just  debts,  it  should  not  also 
pay  damagss,  and  be  just  and  equal  with  all  indi- 
viduals. This  refusal  to  pa  v  interest  upon  the  just 
debts  of  the  Government,  after  having  been  refused 
to  claimants  for  twenty  or  thirty  yeara,  has  grown 
up  by  what  ?  Not  by  any  act  of  Congress,  but 
simply  by  the  construction  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Departments.  It  is  a  simple  rule  of  the  Depart- 
ment, originating  in  the  fear  that  if  interest  were 
allowed  the  Treasury  would  be  exhausted .  Now, 
whether  it  would  or  would  not,  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  question.  The  only  question  is.  What 
does  justice  require  of  us  ?  That  is  the  only  ques- 
tion which  would  be  demanded  by  a  court  and 
1'ury.  But  Gkivernment  has  fre<|uently  gone  be- 
lind  this  precedent  of  refusing  interest,  and  has 
paid  interest.  I  could  refer  to  some  fiAy  cases  in 
which  it  has  been  done,  thus  setting  aside  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Departments.  I  feelan  interest  in 
this  question  of  interest  on  claims,  and  should 
like  to  hear  those  who  say  that  this  Government 
is  not  bound  to  pay  interest  show  some  |;ood  rea- 
son why.  The  philosophy  of  the  objection  is 
this:  that  the  Government  is  always  presumed  to 
be  ready  to  pay  its  debts.  But  this  is  a  fiction  of 
the  imagination.  You  go  to  a  Department,  and 
you  ask  for  payment  of  a  claim,  and  you  do-sot 
get  it.  Your  acts  of  Congress  prove  the  time 
when  the  debt  was  due,  ana  that  is  the  time  from 
which  interest  should  commence  and  from  which 
it  should  be  paid.  Now,  the  theory  failing,  the 
practice  should  be  set  aside,  and  the  Government 
should  act  with  the  some  justice  and  equity  which 
would  be  expected  from  individuals. 
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Mr.  RUSK.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
scarcely  could  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  the 
report,  or  he  cannot  be  in  earneat  when  he  ex- 
presses any  doubt  as  to  the  dutv  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  pay  the  principal.  This  contract  was 
made  for  the  transportation  of  a  daily  mail.  The 
Postmaster  General,  arbitrarily,  without  any 
authority  in  the  law,  and  witliout  any  authority 
in  the  contract,  reduced  the  service  one  seventh. 
Now  he  had  no  right  whatever  to  violate  this  con- 
tract. He  made  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail  daily  over  the  route,  and  then  reduced  it  one 
seventh.  And  for  what?  For  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving himself  and  the  Department  from  embar- 
rassment. He  had  no  right  to  make  this  reduction, 
either  from  the  law,  or  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
terms  of  the  contract;  but  I  wish  to  ask  whether 
there  was  any  provision  in  the  contract  that  the 
Postmaster  (ieneral  might  discontinue  the  whole 
ser\ice  whenever  he  should  choose  to  do  it? 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  route  and  the  whole  service 
might  be  discontinued,  if  Congress  chose  to  dis- 
continue the  route.  Or  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  the  entire  route  was  use- 
less, he  might  discontinue  the  entire  service,  but 
with  a  compensation  to  the  contractors  which 
he  understood  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the 
contract,  and  that  was  one  month's  extra  pay. 
The  Postmaster  General  could  discontinue  tne 
whole  service  by  giving  one  month's  extra  pay; 
and  if  he  chose  to  send  the  mail  on  another 
route,  then  Congress  discontinued  the  route. 
But  in  this  instance,  the  Postmaster  General  vi- 
olates the  terms  of  the  contract  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Department.  It  is  not  pretended  nor  stated 
anywhere  that  such  is  not  the  fact.  It  is  not 
slated  that  there  was  any  less  necessity  for  carry- 
ing a  daily  mail  nder  the  contract  was  made  than 
at  the  time  it  was  made.  And  it  is  shown  that 
there  was  constantly  a  necessity  for  a  daily  mail, 
by  the  fact  that  afterwards  a  new  contract  was 
made  for  carrying  the  mail  daily.  Testimony 
was  produced  before  the  committee,  showing  that 
there  was  great  inconvenience,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  the  mail,  but  with  regard  to  the  business 
and  the  travel  on  that  route,  in  consec^uence  of  the 
neglect  to  run  the  stages  on  one  day  m  the  week. 
Not  only  individuals  engaged  in  business,  but 
everybody  in  that  vicinity  demanded  that  this  man 
should  go  on  and  comply  with  his  contract.  He 
did  so,  and  Government  has  pocketed  the  benefit 
of  the  services  wliich  he  rendered  in  strict  cora- 

Eliance  with  his  contract.  The  simple  question  is, 
as  the  Postmaster  General,  when  he  is  authorized 
by  no  law,  simply  on  account  of  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Department,  a  right  to  violate  a  con- 
tract between  him  and  another  party?  Even  if  it 
were  put  upon  the  ground  that  the  service  was 
not  necessary,  the  contractor  would  be  entitled  to 
compensation  according  to  the  law. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  interest.  In' the  case  of 
Mr.  Dwinell,  which  was  discussed  the  other  day, 
I  believe  the  Senator  from  Delaware  put  the  re- 
fusal to  pay  interest  on  the  i^round  that  he  had 
stepped  over  his  rights,  and  did  not  demand  them; 
and  because  I  could  not  answer  a  question  put  by 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  and  snow  that  Mr. 
DMrinell  had  commenced  a  prosecution  imme- 
diately, and  had  made  his  demand  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, his  interest  was  struck  out.  But  the 
case  is  very  different  with  regard  to  this  claim. 
This  party  has  made  his  demand  for  interest  all 
the  time;  he  came  here  as  early  as  1839  and  made 
his  claim.  I  do  not  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  can  be  pretended  that  the  Postmaster 
General  had  the  slightest  right  to  violate — as  he 
did  violate — this  contract.  It  therefore  becomes 
A  legal,  just,  and  equitable  debt  against  the  United 
Slates,  beginning  m  1837,  and  here  it  has  been 
every  session  of  Congress.  Because  we  have  de- 
layed the  payment  of  the  claim,  is  it  his  fault? 
Here  is  a  man  who  performed  his  contract,  the 
Government  taking  the  benefit  of  his  services,  and 
vet  he  has  been  constantly  asking  you  to  pay,  and 
has  failed  to  obtain  it  on  account  of  our  delay. 
The  interest  has  accrued  because  you  have  ne- 
glected to  do  him  justice  before. 

Mr.  BADGER.  According  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract  entered  into  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
it  was  agreed  between  the  two  parties  that  the  con- 
tractor should  transport  a  daily  mail  upon  this 
route.  There  was  a  power  reserved  to  the  Post- 
roaster  General,  and  but  one  power;  and  that  was, 


to  make  the  contract  cease.  And  in  order  to  put 
an  end  to  Hie  contract,  either  for  the  whole  ais- 
tance,  or  for  any  portion  of  the  distanpe,  one  of 
two  things  must  happen:  either  that  Congress 
should  discontinue  the  post  route,  or  that  the  Post- 
master General  should  nimself  discontinue  it,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  had  ceased  to  be  necessary;  that 
it  had  become  useless.  That  is  the  state  of  the 
case.  The  Postmaster  General  had  a  right  to 
make  an  end  to  the  contract,  but  he  had  no  right 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  contract,  to  continue  to 
enforce  it  as  to  a  part,  and  put  it  out  of  force  as  to 
the  rest.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia 
says,  that  if  he  h<ul  a  right  to  put  an  end  to  the 
contract  altogether,  he  had  a  right  to  put  an  end  to 
a  part.  Surely  that  is  very  inconclusive  reasoning. 
Two  men  may  enter  into  a  contract,  and  there  may 
be  terms  used  to  give  liberty  to  the  parties  to  take 
such  a  position  as  if  the  contract  had  never  been 
made  in  a  certain  event;  but  surely  it  would  be 
very  strange  to  say,  that  the  contract  shall  be  in 
force  for  so  much,  and  not  in  force  for  the  residue. 
I  undertake  to  say  there  is  no  foundation  for  such 
a  position.  The  Postmaster  General  had  a  right 
to  put  an  end  to  the  contract;  but  if  it  was  in  force 
at  all,  it  was  in  force  altogether.  When  he  said. 
You  shall  not  carry  the  mail  seven  days  in  a  week, 
and  shall  carry  it  but  six  days  in  a  week,  his  decla- 
ration was  aosolutdy  illegal;  it  was  in  violation 
of  law,  and  of  the  contract.  The  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral has  no  more  control  over  such  a  contract  than 
one  individual  has  over  his  own  contract  with  an- 
other, except  so  far  as  some  law  gives  him  control, 
or  some  reservation  in  the  contract  has  put  it  in 
his  power  to  control  it.  He  says  to  this  man,  I 
do  not  put  an  end  to  the  contract.  Not  at  all. 
But  I  say,  you  shall  carry  the  mail  six  days  in  the 
week,  and  not  seven.  Now,  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  says,  if  the  contracter  did  not  like  that, 
all  he  had  to  do  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  contract, 
by  refusing  to  carry  the  mail  at  all.  I  deny  that 
conclusion.  If  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral was  illegal,  then  the  contract  stood  as  if  he 
had  not  made  the  order.  The  contractor  stood 
ready  to  perform  the  whole  service,  and  he  had  a 
right  to  do  it;  and  if  he  had  a  right  to  perform  the 
service,  he  had  a  right  to  the  compensation.  The 
whole  question,  then,  is,  whether  oflicera  of  the 
United  States  have  a  right  to  make  contracts  and 
violate  them. 

With  regard  to  the  payment  of  interest,  I  agree, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Florida,  that  Government  should  set  an 
example  of  doing  perfect  justice,  and  should  apply 
the  same  rules  with  respect  to  claims  upon  the 
Government  that  it  is  in  the  habit  of  enforcing  in 
order  to  secure  justice  to  itself.  There  is  no  other 
rule.  Now  if  this  were  the  case  of  an  individual, 
I  would  be  extremely  glad  to  know  upon  what 
principle  the  interest  should  be  denied  on  this 
claim  for  a  single  hour.  A  certain  sum  of  money 
became  due  to  this  pereon  for  the  discharge  of  his 
contract,  and  the  Postmaster  General  refused  to 
pay  him  a  portion  of  it;  he  withheld  and  kept  it. 
It  was  a  sum  certain  then  due.  The  party  to  pay 
knew  what  he  had  to  pay,  and  the  party  to  receive 
knew  what  he  had  to  receive.  I  undertake  to  say, 
that  under  such  circumstances,  there  is  no  court 
in  the  world— or,  at  least,  no  court  where  the 
common  law  prevails,  that  would  fail  to  award  to 
the  claimant  tne  interest  on  the  debt.  It  is  due  on 
the  principal,  which  was  agreed  to  be  paid  at  a 
certain  time.  If  the  amount  is  absolutely  certain, 
and  if  payment  is  refused,  it  is  clear  that  in  every 
such  case^  interest  is  due.  Therefore,  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  as  it  is  a  plain  rule  ofjustice  between 
individuals,  as  it  is  a  rule  which  Government  in- 
flexibly enforces  upon  alt  its  debtora.  Government 
cannot  maintain  its  integrity  in  its  dealings  with- 
out doing  to  othera  what  it  requires  othera  to  do 
to  it. 

I  admit  that  if  a  peraon  has  a  claim  against  the 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States — a  claim,  as  we 
lawyera  call  it,  sounding  in  damages — if  demands 
ara  made  and  investigation  is  had  to  ascertain  what 
is  due.  Government  stands  with  regard  to  that  just 
as  individuals  do.  If  one  individual  has  a  demand 
against  another  for  damages,  uncertain  in  amount, 
the  law  itself  does  not  give  interest  upon  these 
damages.  There  are  cases  in  which  interest  may 
be  giveo  as  a  matter  of  discretion,  but  cannot  be 
taken  as  a  matter  of  right.  The  same  rule  applies 
here.  If  a  man  has  preferred  his  claim  against 
the  Government  and  manifested  his  right,  and 


there  is  proof  that  Grovernment  has  not  made  pro- 
vision to  pay,  either  for  want  of  time  to  pass 
upon  it  in  Congress  or  for  any  other  reason,  fsay 
that  in  such  a  case  there  is  a  right  to  the  bterest 
from  the  time  he  has  verified  nis  claim.  With 
regard  to  the  right  of  this  particular  claimant  ther^ 
is  no  nianner  of  doubt.  If  the  Postmaster  General 
had  said,  1  will  reduce  the  service  to  carrying  the 
mail  twice  or  three  times  in  a  week,  the  man  raif  ht 
have  disposed  of  his  horses,  his  stages,  and  hit 
driven;  but  here  he  was  required  to  discontinue 
for  one  day  only,  and  of  couree  all  the  expense 
for  horaes,  coaches,  and  driven,  had  to  be  kept 
up.  He  did  not  save  one  dollar  of  expense  in  con- 
sequence of  the  diminution  of  the  service,  but  be 
was  deprived  of  his  compensation.  It  was  unjust 
in  the  extreme,  and  plainly  illegal,  and  thermre, 
as  the  Senator  from  Vermont  has  said,  this  man 
has  a  clear  claim  for  principal  and  interest  upon 
legal  grounds,  as  well  as  upon  principles  of  equity 
and  justice,  which  1  hope  we  snail  never  forget  in 
this  Hall. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  confess  that  in  relation  to 
the  principal,  I  find  I  was  mistaken.  When  I 
expressed  an  opinion  a  short  time  ago,  I  bad  hnd 
no  other  opportunity  to  examine  the  case,  except 
as  I  got  it  from  the  hasty  reading  of  the  bill  and 
report  from  the  desk  of  tne  Secretary.  1  am  now 
incUned  to  think,  upon  further  examining  it,  that 
the  Postmaster  General  had  not  authority  to  cur- 
tail the  service  as  he  did.  But,  sir,  in  relation  to 
the  interest,  it  is  quite  a  different  matter;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  going  to  make  this  a 
test  quration  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  interest, 
it  had  better  be  laid  over  until  we  have  a  fuller 
Senate.  It  is  a  very  important  question.  I  am 
fAr  from  agreeing  that  the  same  rule  should  gov- 
ern us  in  the  payment  of  interest,  which  woa/d 
govern  a  private  individual.  Why,  a  priTate  in- 
dividual may  at  any  time  make  a  tender  and  pay 
his  debt;  and  a  private  individual  in  general  Hm 
the  protection  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  Here 
every  claim  is  presented,  no  matter  how  old;  and 
what  an  inducement,  what  a  temptation,  do  we 
not  hold  out  to  pereons  to  keep  bacK  their  claims, 
and  not  to  urge  a  speedy  settlement,  if  we  allow 
interest?  Even  adopting  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  that  intcretf 
must  be  paid  from  the  time  when  the  demand  ii 
made,  how  easy  would  it  be  for  any  man  to  file 
his  petition  and  theti  to  say  to  his  friend:  You 
need  not  push  it  at  this  session,  nor  the  next 
session,  for  I  am  not  ready,  for  this  reason  or  that. 
And  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  when  it  wpold  be 
difiUcult  to  sift  and  examine  testimony,  then  be 
may  come  in  and  get  his  claim  passed,  and  get  a 
lai^e  sum  for  arrearages  of  interest. 

If  you  allow  interest  in  such  a  case  as  this,  I 
cannot  see  why  it  should  not  be  allowed  in  any 
case  in  which  you  admit  that  an  individual  is  en- 
titled to  money  and  to  relief  from  this  Govern- 
ment. And  if  you  do  allow  interest  on  such 
claims  as  this,  there  is  no  tellinp^  where  these  de- 
mands will  end.  I  believe  it  IS  the  principle  of 
all  Governments  to  deny  interest  in  cases  of  this 
sort.  I  believe  it  is  a  principle,  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  presumed  to  be  always  ready  to  pay- 
Such  certainly  is  the  case  with  our  Government, 
as  soon  as  a  claim  is  ascertained ^to  be  due.  But 
how  is  that  to  be  ascertained  ?  Why,  first,  if  the 
individual  has  a  legal  claim,  he  goes  to  the  proper 
accounting  officer  and  it  is  passra  there— at  least, 
such  is  the  presumption.  We  have  proper  ac- 
cx>unting  oflicere,  and  we  make  laws  for  their 
guidance  in  the  settlement  of  legal  clainia. 
an  individual  has  no  legal  claim,  but  choosM  to 
appeal  to  the  equity  of  the  case,  he  comes  here, 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  finallyit  will  w 
passed,  if  it  is  just  and  eqiiitable.  ^e  know, 
however,  that  this  is  a  cumbrous  and  "J***^**" 
body  for  the  examination  of  claims;  and  are  we 

to  make  the  United  States  liable  for  'nt^"*^  [J 
every  case  in  which  this  body  may  fail  w> 
speedily  upon  claims  after  a  demand  is  niade, 
matter  how  old  the  claim  may  be  ?  Jf  ?^*.*^ "ul 
lish  such  a  principle  as  this,  we  shall  find  that  uic 
public  Treasury  will  soon  be  involved  in  emoar- 
rassments  which  we  little  anticipate.  tii 

Besides  that,  if  we  adopt  this  principle  we  wa. 
be  holding  out  temptations  to  P^"'„^^«,n- 
back  their  claims  until  it  would  ^^^^^^^'^[Zr- 
trovert  them,  in  order  that  they  may  obtain 
est.  I  believe  that  when  a  man  J?*  \-j,n. 
which  is  not  (bunded  on  law,  and  ffbicn  a 
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oot  g«t  paased  at  the  proper  Department  by  the 
accounting  officers,  when  lie  comes  here  merely 
to  appeal  to  our  equity,  of\ener  than  otherwise 
Buch  claims  are  passed  from  a  sentiment  of  be- 
nevolence rather  than  from  a  sense  of  justice.  I 
belieTe  it  would  be  exceedingly  dangerous  to  al- 
low Interest  in  such  a  case.  It  would  be  carrying 
this  principle  of  equity,  this  idea  of  generosity  on 
whicn  claims  are  based,  quite  too  far  if  we  were 
to  do  this. 

The  Senator  from  Florida  says  that  this  ques- 
tion is  to  be  tested  on  this  bill.  If  it  is  to  be  tested, 
it  ought  to  be  tested  in  a  full  Senate.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  this  bill  will  be  laid  over  until  we 
shall  have  more  Senators  present,  in  order  that  we 
may  settle  the  principle  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  hope  this  bill  will  not  be  laid 
over.  The  question  on  the  amendment  will  not 
decide  the  pnnciple  as  to  whether  the  Government 
will  pay  interest  or  not  in  all  cases.  The  honor- 
able senator  from  Virginia  concedes  that  this  is  a 
just  debt,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  paid.  The  facts 
of  the  case  establish  such  a  conclusion  beyond 
a  doubt.  I  hope,  then,  that  no  apprehension, 
founded  on  the  negligence  of  Congress  in  investi- 
gating this  claim  heretofore,  will  induce  the  Senate 
to  postpone  until  to-morrow  that  which  appeals  to 
our  sense  of  justice  to-day.  If  we  pass  this  bill 
to-day  as  it  is,  it  does  not  follow  that  to-morrow 
we  snail  be  compelled  to  pay  interest  on  everv 
other  claim.  Your  statute-books  are  full  of  such 
allowances.  It  is  a  question  of  justice  toward  a 
creditor  of  the  Government,  and  I  apprehend  that 
fifly  cases  like  this  might  be  found  wnere  interest 
has  been  allowed.  Yet,  no  principle  binding  on 
Congress,  no  precedent  is  set  by  tnem.  This  is 
a  solitary  case.  It  stands  on  its  own  merits.  Here 
we  have  a  debt  which,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands, 
is  due.  Why,  then,  should  we  oppose  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  a  debt  admitted  to  b§  due  ?  All 
admit  that  this  debt  was  due  to  the  individual  in 
1836.  The  facts  of  the  case  will  not  warrant  any 
other  conclusion.  There  has  been  no  laches  on  the 
part  of  this *indi vidua!.  There  has  been  no  delay 
on  his  part.  If  the  honorable  Senator  would  ex- 
amine the  papers  in  the  case,  he  would  see  that 
the  individual  was  anxious  to  get  his  money  as 
early  as  he  could.  As  soon  as  it  was  due,  he 
asked  it  from  the  Department.  He  then  called  on 
Congress  the  very  year  following.    The  simple 

auestion  now  is — it  being  admitted  on  all  hands 
lat  this  money  is  due — whether  we  will  pay  in- 
terest on  it,  or  whether  we  will  turn  him  on  with- 
out interest?    Apprehensions  may  be  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  managers  of  claims,  and  whether 
they  push  them  forward  or  not;  but  this  man  is 
not  responsible  for  the  fault  .of  others.    He  is  not 
responsible  for  those  who  may  trump  up  claims 
against  the  Government,  and  seek  to  get  interest. 
He  is  not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  by  any  logical  de- 
duction, made  to  suffer  for  the  carelessness  and 
delay  of  Congress  in  adjusting  his  claim.  He  per- 
formed services  for  the  Government  in  1837,  for 
which  all  admit  he  should  be  paid.    The  Govern- 
ment have  enjoyed  for  fifteen  years  together  the 
profits  of  his  services.    They  have  all  that  length 
of  time  Jcept  this  money  which  is  justly  due  to 
him.    Now,  the  simple  question  is,  not  an  estab- 
lishment of  a  principle  which  is  to  bankrupt  the 
Treasury,  but  an  appeal  to  the  discretion  of  Sen- 
ators, whether  or  not  interest  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed in  addition  to  the  principal. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    It  is  not  my  intention  to  con- 
test the  principal  which  is  claimed  in  this  case, 
though  I  by  no  means  can  admit  even  that  that 
might  not  be  contested  successfully.    I  agree  that 
on  the  terms  of  the  contract,  as  stated  by  the  hon- 
orable Senators  from  North  Carolina  and  Vermont, 
there  was  no  power  given  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  curtail  the  contract.    Be  it  so.    But  we 
must  know  the  exact  terms  of  the  order  he  gave. 
He  had  power,  under  the  contract,  to  discontinue 
the  service  altogether.    It  is  perfectly  proved  that 
he  could  not,  un^er  it,  give  an  order  to  the  party 
to  perform  service  only  six  or  five  days  out  of  the 
service,  or  on  alternate  days;  but  suppose  the  or- 
der it,  **I  consider  that  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment require  that  the  mail  should  be  transported 
only  on  six  days  in  the  week;  if  you  are  willing  to 
modify  your  contract  I  will  continue  it;  if  you 
will  not,  I  will  discontinue  it  altogether."    Had 
not  the    Postihaster  General  power    to    impose 
those  terms  upon  the  party?    If  the  party  assents 
to  thatr— and  tnat  I  beheve  was  the  provision  which 


existed  before  new  provisions  were  inserted  in 
more  modern  contracts — of  course  he  becomes 
bound  by  it.  In  this  particular  case,  it  seems 
that  the  individual  chose  to  transport  the  mail  on 
the  additioncd  day  on  the  reauest  of  citizens  in 
the  neighborhood .  A  Ithough  tne  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral had  no  power  which  he  could  exercise  directly 
in  ordering  the  curtailing  of  the  contract,  yet  it 
might  be  exercised  under  the  general  power  of  dis- 
continuance by  an  order  for  its  discontinuance,  if 
the  party  did  not  assent  to  the  curtailment.  That 
that  power  has  been  exercised  in  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  I  am  well  satisfied.  Whether  those 
were  the  terms  of  the  order  in  this  particular  case, 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

I  am  not  disposed,  however,  to  deny  the  relief 
to  the  petitioner  to  the  extent  of  the  principal 
sum  claimed. 

On  the  question  of  interest  it  is  more  important, 
and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  because,  to  my  mind, 
it  has  been  placed  by  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina, [Mr.  Badger,]  and  the  Senator  from  Flor- 
ida, [Mr.  Mallort,]  upon  grounds  differing  from 
those  upon  which  I  suppos^  it  ought  to  stand.  I 
do  not  feel  prepared,  at  present,  to  go  into  the  sub- 
ject as  extensively  as  I  might  do  in  case  it  was 
i  postponed.  I  win  state  generally,  however,  that 
the  view  I  take  in  relation  to  this  matter  of  interest 
is  this:  except  where  there  is  an  agreement  to  pay 
interest,  there  is  no  moral  obli^tion  to  pay  it.  All 
the  rest  is  conventional.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
justice.  It  is  purely  a  question  of  conventional 
law;  and  you  may  authorize  that  interest  shall  be 
recovered  as  between  individuals  in  different  States, 
according  to  the  statutes  or  enactments.  There  is 
no  question  of  justice  about  it.  It  is  merely  a  con- 
ventional Question  and  a  question  of  expediency. 
Accordingly  you  will  find  in  some  countries,  that 
interest  is  allowed  at  one  rate,  and  in  others  at  a 
higjier  rate,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  in  which  the  law  exists.  And  you  will 
find  that  in  certain  classes  of  claims,  interest  is  al- 
lowed in  some  States  of  the  Union,  and  in  Great 
Britain,  but  in  other  countries  it  is  not  allowed, 
because  it  is  considered  contrary  to  the  policy  or  to 
the  arbitrary  laws  of  the  country.  There  is  no 
principle  of  morals  which  requires  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  a  claim,  unless  it  is  founded  upon  an 
express  agreement  to  pay  it,  or  unless  the  laws  of 
a  particular  country  demand  that  it  should  be  so 
paid. 

Then  it  is  a  mere  question  of  statutory  enact- 
ment. If  that  be  so,  it  is  not  a  question  of  justice 
as  to  whether  this  Grovernment  shall  allow  inter- 
est to  an  individual  on  a  claim  after  it  has  acknowl- 
edged the  claim.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  policy 
and  expediency  as  regards  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  Senator  frpm  Florida  may  produce 
fifty  cases  in  which  interest  has  been  allowed ;  but 
I  apprehend  that  more  than  five  hundred  oases 
may  be  found  in  which,  although  the  claims  were 
just  as  meritorious  as  that  before  you,  it  has  been 
denied.  In  other  words,  theprinciple  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  I  understand  it — no  matter  how  it 
arose— and  also,  I  would  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Florida,  the  settled  principle  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, as  I  have  understood,  is  not  to  allow  inter- 
est on  claims  against  the  Government.  There  is 
no  injustice  in  Uiat,  if  the  law  determines  that  the 
Government  is  not  to  be  responsible  for  interest. 
The  reason  that  is  given  is,  that  the  Government 
is  always  supposed  to  be  ready  to  pay.  And  so 
it  is.  It  is  ready  to  pay  when  it  acknowledges  the 
claim;  but  its  policy  is  that  it  shall  not  be  respon- 
sible for  interest.  I  consider  that  this  is  a  neces- 
sary policy  for  all  Governments,  especially  for  one 
like  our  own,  when  they  allow  no  suit  against 
themselves.  We  require  a  party  to  come  before 
us  when  he  has  a  claim  which  is  not  recoverable 
under  your  ordinary  laws;  if  it  is  so  recoverable, 
he  can  get  it  at  once.  We  allow  him  no  means  of 
suing  the  Government,  but  tell  him  he  must  come 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and  we 
decide  in  the  particular  case  whether  the  claim  is 
sustainable  against  theGk>vernment;and  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  it 
seems  to  me  that,  insteaa  of  deciding  judicially  on 
general  principles  which  ought  to  govern  all  classes 
of  cases,  the  rule  appears  to  be  the  particular  par- 
tiality or  particular  opinions  that  may  be^  enter- 
tained of  tne  individual  merits  of  the  case,  without 
reference  to  any  general  principle.  For  my  own 
party  under  these  circumstances,  I  should  say  that 


the  Government  could  never  be  safe,  unless  it 
adopted  the  principle  of  the  non-payment  of  in- 
terest on  claims  where  there  was  no  express  agree- 
ment to  pay  it.  In  the  case  of  loans,  there  is  an 
agreement  to  pay.  If  in  the  contract  you  agree 
to  pay  interest,  and  do  not  do  it,  you  commit  a 
breach  of  morals,  but  in  other  cases  you  do  not. 
Hence  it  is  purely  a  conventional  question.  The 
reason  whicn  is  given  is,  perhaps,  though  techni« 
cal  in  its  character,  sound  in  itself.  It  is  founded 
upon  thisi  the  distinction  between  individuals  and 
Governments.  As  regards  individuals,  the  debtor 
is  always  bound  to  seek  his  creditor,  and  pay  him 
whenever  he  may  be  whenever  the  debt  is  due.  In 
the  case  of  the  Uovernment,  the  creditor  is  bound 
to  come  and  demand  from  the  Government,  and 
that  places  them  in  an  entirely  difiTerent  position. 
There  is  no  analogy  between  the  cases.  Besides, 
even  as  between  individuals,  it  is  not  a  rule  of 
morahty  and  justice  that  requires  the  payment  of 
interest.  It  is  a  mere  positive  law  of  the  land  in 
which  interest  is  claimed.  Go  to  England,  and  on 
a  judgment  you  cannot  recover  interest.  I  believe 
in  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  interest  is  not 
recoverable  on  a  judgment.  The  rule  has  been 
more  extended  in  this  country  than  in  England; 
but - 

Mr.  BADGER.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator 
to  say  that  interest  cannot  be  recovered  on  a  judg- 
ment? 

Mr.  BAYARD.    In  England  it  cannot. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Not  in  an  action  for  debt? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  cannot  in  an  action  of  debt 
or  on  a  judgment,  and  I  presume  the  reason  of 
that  is,  that  the  party  having  the  judgment  is 
bound  to  execute  it  at  once,  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
do  it,  and  if  he  does  not,  the  law  does  not  allow 
him  to  recover  interest  upon  it.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  I  am  right  in  this;  but  whether  I  am  or  not 
matters  little  m  this  case.  My  object  is  to  show 
that  this  matter  of  interest  is  conventional.  In  one 
State,  you  find  interest  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  cent.,  in  another  at  seven,  in  another  at  six, 
and  in  other  countries  at  four  or  five,  as  what  is 
c«dled  the  legal  rate  of  interest.  If  an  obligation 
of  justice,  independent  of  a  positive  law,  would 
require  the  payment  of  interest,  it  should  be  the 
same  in  all  ca^es;  and  here,  if  this  principle  of  jus- 
tice is  applicable  to  the  doctrine  of  interest,  and 
"if  it  is  not  a  matter  of  policy  or  expediency,  the 
result  would  be,  that  when  a  claim  arises  against 
the  United  States  in  a  Slate  in  which  the  usual 
rate  of  interest  was  ten  per  cent.,  the  Government 
ought  to  pay  ten  per  cent.,  if  in  a  State  where  the 
rate  was  seven  per  cent.,  it  ought  to  pay  seven  per 
cent.;  if  in  a  State  where  it  was  six  per  cent.,  it 
ought  to  pay  six  per  cent.  But  the  truth  is,  it  is 
purely  conventional.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment not  to  admit  interest  upon  claims,  when 
it  has  not  agreed  to  do  it,  with  one  excepted  case, 
and  that  is  this:  When  a  claim  under  the  ordinary 
laws  of  the  Gk>vernment  would  be  payable  out  of 
your  Treasury,  and  from  a  failure  to  appropriate 
and  to  acknowledge  the  claim,  which,  at  the  mo- 
ment the  appropnation  is  made,  will  be  payable, 
then  the  principle  on  which  the  policy  stands,  that 
the  Gk>vernment  is  always  ready  to  pay  an  ac- 
knowledged claim,  is  there  violated.  That  is  one 
case  where  interest  should  be  allowed.  I  know 
of  no  other  exception  in  which  1  would  be  wilhng 
to  pay  interest.  The  great  objection  to  this  rule 
is  this:  A  vast  number  of  claims  may  be  pre-' 
sented  here  where  there  may  be  a  difficulty  in 
passing  bills,  sometimes  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
presentation  of  the  claim,  sometimes  from  the  want 
of  proper  evidence  to  support  it,  and  at  other  times 
possibly,  though  we  cannot  presume  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  negligence  or  non-performance  of  duty 
by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  or  there 
maybe  higher  public  business  in  the  body  preced- 
ing it.  But  there  are  always,  in<]ependent  of  proper 
claims,  a  vast  number  of'^  claims  presented  to  the 
Government,  many  of  which  are  positively  bad, 
many  of  which  are  doubtful  in  their  character.  If» 
then,  you  adopt  the  principle  that  you  will  pay  in- 
terest upon  claims,  you  must  do  it  in  all  cases,  if 
you  do  it  in  any.  There  is  nothing  which  dis- 
tinguishes this  case,  that  I  can  see,  from  any 
other  case  in  which  we  admit  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  If  you  admit  tlie  justice  of  the  claim 
you  must  aamit  that  it  was  just  at  the  time  the 
transaction  took  place.  But  under  the  rule  we 
contend,  that  if  it  is  right  it  only  exists,  as 
against  the  Government,  from  the  time  the  Gov- 
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eminent  acknowledges  it ;  and  that  of  course 
would  make  the  party  entitled  to  relief  from  the 
passage  of  the  act.  In  cases  of  claims  of  a  doubt- 
ful character,  by  adopting  the  rule  to  pay  interest 
on  all,  you  will  necessarily  encourage  parties  to 
hold  them  back  until  the  memory  of  the  individ- 
uals connected  with  the  transactions  has  either 
become  weakened,  or  the  individuals  themselves 
have  passed  away,  and  you  have  no  means  of 
such  mvestigation  as  you  would  have  had  at  the 
time  of  the  transaction.  The  rule  would  therefore 
tend  to  encourage  the  holding  back  of  all  classes 
of  claims,  which  are  either  of  a  bad  or  doubtful 
character,  because  if  the  party  knows  that  by  a 
general  principle  of  the  Government,  he  is  entitled 
to  the  interest  on  his  claim  if  the  claim  is  not  per- 
fectly right,  if  it  is  one  in  which  there  may  be 
abundant  evidence  to  countervail  that  which  went 
to  sustain  it,  it  will  be  held  back.  We  know  that 
almost  all  of  the  claims  which  come  before  us  are 
sustained  entirely  by  ex  parte  evidence,  got  up  by 
the  party  himself,  tHrough  affidavits,  upon  whicn 
the  Government  have  no  power  of  examination 
or  investigation  in  any  way.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, is  it  not  evident  that  parties  would 
always  hold  back  claims,  in  doubtful  cases,  until 
the  knowledge  of  the  transaction  was  passed  from 
the  minds  of  men  ;  until  those  who  could  perhaps 
best  explain  it  have  passed  out  of  the  world ;  and 
that  then  they  would  brinff  forward  their  claims 
to  Congress,  supported  perhaps  by  affidavits  taken 
at  the  time  ?  or  it  may  be  that  the  claim  was 
made  but  not  prosecuted  at  the  time,  and  suffered 
to  lie  over  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years,  and  of 
course  be  allowed  as  having  been  claimed  at  the 
time  when  the  transaction  took  place.  If  your 
general  law  is  to  be  that  you  will  pay  interest  on 
claims,  is  it  not  a  necessary  result  that  it  will  con- 
duce to  the  holding  back  and  delaying  the  prose- 
cution of  claims  which  are  of  a  class  that  would 
not  be  well  sustainable  ?  Would  it  not  keep  back 
doubtful  claims  until  the  memory  of  the  transac- 
tion had  passed  away,  or  until  the  means  of  in- 
vestigation had  become  so  limited  that  there  would 
be  an  uncertainty  as  to  its  justness,  and  yet  the 
party  might  have  his  ex  parte  affidavits,  a  sufficient 
semblance  of  a  claim,  as  strong  as  many  which 
I  have  known  passed,  to  justify  tne  report  of  a  com- 
mittee and  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  the  Senate? 

On  the  whole,  though  I  should  have  wished  to 
make  some  additional  remarks  on  this  subject,  and 
should  have  wished  to  look  into  some  questions  con- 
nected with  this  doctrine  of  interest,  I  cannot  vary 
from  the  impression  which  I  had  when  I  became 
a  member  of  this  body,  which  has  grown  up  with 
me,  as  it  has  with  many  other  men,  in  the  course 
of  my  profession,  that  it  was  the  settled  principle, 
as  well  as  the  policy  of  Governments,  that  tney 
would  not  pay  interest  unless  in  cases  where 
there  was  an  agreement  to  do  so.  I  believe  this 
rule  applies  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
and  also  here,  with  exceptions  though,  it  is  true — 
I  admit  it  to  be  so — as  regards  the  action  of  Con- 
fess, the  exceptionable  cases  are  so  frequent  it 
18  very  oAen  exceedingly  difficult  to  know  what 
the  eeneral  rule  is. 

Air.  M  ALLORY.  I  hope,  if  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  entertains  any  doubt  about  the  propri- 
ety of  paying  interest  upon  liquidated  demands 
due  by  the  Government,  that  a  little  time  Will  be 
devoted  to  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  subject.  I 
feel  particularly  interested  m  the  question,  stand- 
ing here  for  the  State  of  Florida,  oecause  at  this 
time  there  is  something  like  a  million  of  dollars 
due  to  that  State  upon  a  claim  of  interest  upon 
liquidated  demands  due  over  twenty  years  ago, 
whose  payment  has  been  stipulated  for  by  treaty, 
and  for  tne  payment  of  which  the  faith  of  this 
Government  is  pledged  to  a  foreign  nation  in  the 
acquirement  of^a  large  territory.  That  claim 
rests  on  a  more  solid  oasis  than  any  other  that  I 
know  of.  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  see  this 
question  glossed  over  with  partial  arguments, 
leaving  out  of  view  the  highest  authority  which 
can  be  referred  to.  And  here  I  will  say  that  I  am 
prepared  at  any  time  to  produce  authorities  on 
this  subject.  I  am  prepared  at  any  time  to  com- 
bat the  idea  thrown  out,  that  good  faith  between 
the  Government  and  individutus  does  not  require 
the  payment  of  interest,  and  that  it  depends  on 
statutory  provisions.  I  am  prepared  to  show  that 
the  statutory  provisions  merely  go  to  show  the 
extent  of  interest — the  per  cent,  at  which  interest 
shall  ba  paid,  the  value  of  money,  and  that  is  a 


matter  about  which  nations  differ.  And  I  am 
prepared  to  show  that,  ever  since  Christianity  has 
ruled  the  counsels  of  nations,  interest  has  been 
allowed  in  payment  of  damages,  if  not  interest  eo 
nominef  that  is,  with  the  consent  of  the  lender, 
certainly  for  damages  against  his  consent. 

The  senator  from  Ddaware  [Mr.  Batard]  ap- 
pealed to  law  writers  upon  this  subject.  I  appeal 
to  the  highest  law  writers  on  record.  I  appeal  to 
every  law  writer  whose  name  stands  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject — ^to  Grotius,  to  Puffendorf, 
to  Vattel,  to  all  the  historians  of  England,  to  our 
own  Justices  Marshall  and  Story,  to  Chancellor 
Kent,  and  to  every  other  man  eminent  as  a  law 
writer,  to  prove  the  very  fact  that  interest  should 
never  be  refused  on  a  claim.  I  call  to  the  minds  | 
of  Senators  the  treaty  of  1794,  and  the  treaty  of  i 
Ghent.  When  our  Commissioners  were  negoti- 
ating the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  a  dis- 
Sute  arose,  which  was  referred  to  the  Emperor  of 
ussia,  who  decided  in  this  way:  That  the  United 
States  of  America  were  entitled  to  indemnification 
for  ail  the  property  carried  off  by  the  British 
forces;  and  upon  the  joint  Commission  which  was 
arranged  to  liquiJate  this  amount,  a  question  was 
made  and  presented  about  the  interest;  and  one  of 
the  American  Commissioners  has  written  an  ar- 
gument on  that  subject  that  is  perfectly  unanswer- 
able. The  authorities  which  ne  quotes  are  unan- 
swerable. And  here  I  will  say,  that  in  the  Ad - 
mirality  courts  of  England,  from  time  inunemorial 
to  the  present  hour,  m  prize  cases  the  decisions 
have  been,  that  the  prize  should  include  the  value 
of  the  property  and  interest  from  the  time  of  cap- 
ture. That  law  has  been  acted  upon  in  our  own  ! 
courts.  It  has  been  adjudicated  by  Justice  Story, 
and  if  authorities  are  needed,  I  can  find  hundreds 
of  them.  I  stand  here  prepared  to  show  that  no 
Christian  Government,  our  own  among  the  num- 
ber, has  ever  denied  tlie  liability  of  a  Government 
to  pay  interest.  The  policy  of  not  payiag  inter- 
est ori»nated,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right, 
with  Alexander  Hamilton,  who,  in  a  desperate 
financial  condition  of  the  country,  deemed  it  pru- 
dent to  refuse  to  pay  interest,  and  the  owners  of 
claims  were  very  glad  to  get  the  principal.  Since 
that  time  it  has  been  merely  a  rule  of  tne  Depart- 
ments. Sir,  justice  and  not  expediency  should  be 
the  pillar  on  which  we  should  stand.  The  idea 
that  if  we  adopt  this  principle,  claimants  will  not 
come  forward  immediately,  out  will  withhold  their 
claims,  only  goes  to  the  expediency  of  the  mat- 
ter; it  does  not  apply  to  the  l^Iity  of  the  claim. 
Let  the  Government  throw  8a^eguards  around  the 
ascertainment  of  claims.  There  ought  to  be  a 
Board  of  Claims.  Do  not  keep  the  daimants  out 
of  their  money  for  twenty,  thirty,  or  fifty  years, 
and  then  refuse  them  interest.  I  hope,  if  any 
doubt  remains  in  the  minds  of  Senators  about  the 
liability  of  the  Government  to  pay  interest,  they 
will  taJce  time  to  consider  it.  1  shall  take  great 
pleasure  at  any  future  day  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion on  its  merits. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
for  the  information  of  Senators.  The  petitioner 
presented  his  petition  here  at  the  very  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress  after  the  one  seventh  of  his  claim 
had  been  disallowed.  I  think  that  every  case  in 
regard  to  interest  must  stand  on  its  own  merits. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  money  is  due  for  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Government,  and  it  was  un- 
lawfully withheld,  the  petitioner  should  be  enti- 
tled to  interest  from  the  time  he  presented  his 
memorial. 

Mr.  HUNTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced— yeas  12,  nays 
19 — no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  HALE.  That  is  a  quorum  of  the  members 
elected  to  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.    I  cannot  determine  that. 

Mr.  HALE.  There  is  but  one  Senator  holding 
a  seat  fVom  Connecticut;  one  Senator  holding  a 
seat  fVom  California;  and  but  one  Senator  from 
Mississippi.  These  are  facts  known  to  every 
Senator,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Presiding 
Officer  must  take  knowledge  of  them. 

The  PRESIDENT.     The  Chair  is  very  de- 
sirous that  the  point  raised  by  the  Senator  from  ' 
New  Hampshire  should  be  settled,  so  that  he  can 
understand  if  a  less  number  than  thirty-two  is  to 
constitute  a  quorum. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  suppoi*  that  if  we  adjourn 


now,  that  question  will  come  up  to-roorrow  morn- 
ing. I  think  it  would  be  better  to  settle  it  vhoi 
there  is  a  full  Senate,  and  not  when  there  ia  a  doubt 
as  to  the  presence  of  a  quorum.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAWSON .  I  hope  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Less  than  a  quorum  can  only 
adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  moUon  cannot  b« 
received. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  There  ia  a  qoomm  present. 
Some  gentlemen  did  not  vote. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  any  Senator*  present 
have  not  voted ,  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  shouM 
vote.  The  rule  is  imperative,  that  Senators  pres- 
ent shall  vote  unless  tney  are  excused. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    What  is  the  difficulty? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  arises  witk 
reffard  to  what  constitutes  a  quorum  of  the  Senate. 
The  vote  is  twelve  to  nineteen ,  which  makes  thirty* 
one.  If  the  whole  number  of  Senators  (tixty-iwo) 
were  elected,  it  would  require  thirty-two  to  make  a 
quorum.  Senators  have  not  been  elected  by  some 
of  the  States,  and  the  question  is,  whether  toev  an 
to  be  considered  as  constituting  a  portion  or  the 
body  ?    That  question  is  for  the  Senate  to  decide. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Certainly  not.  They  are  not 
members. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  differ  from  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina.  I  think  the  Chair  has  no  right  to 
look  as  to  whether  a  State  is  represented  or  not. 

The  PRESIDENT.     That  is  my  opinion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  You  must  take  the  Constita* 
tion  as  it  is,  and  the  rules  of  the  Senate  aa  the/ 
are.  I  know  that  a  quorum  is  now  procurable— 
tliat  is,  we  are  now  in  a  condition  to  have  a  quo- 
rum if  we  choose  to  summon  all  the  Senators  in 
Washington.  As  to  those  who  are  absent  from 
the  city,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Chair  can- 
not take  cognizance  of  their  absence.  Whether 
they  are  elected  or  not,  depends  upon  the  States 
and  not  upon  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  is  very  true  that  whether 
they  are  elected  or  not,  depends  on  the  States  and 
not  on  the  Chair;  but  if  they  are  not  elected,  they 
are  not  certainly  members  of  this  body. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  How  are  you  to  know  that 
they  are  not  elected  ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  that 
question.    I  renew  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  made  a  motion  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  cannot  recein 
that  motion,  while  another  subject  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move,  then,  to  postponetb* 
further  consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  BADGER.  That  is  to  postpone  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  result. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  It  has  been  announced  that 
no  quorum  voted. 

llie  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  Senate  in  this  roauer. 
His  own  impression  is,  that  it  requires  thirty-two 
Senators  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Under  the  present  rules  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    No  doubt  of  that. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  satisfied  ai 
to  that  point.  If  called  upon  to  announce  the  ^^ 
suit,  he  would  say  that  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  1 1  ALE.  I  remember  an  instance,  one  or 
two  sessions  ago,  when,  afler  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, the  Innate  compelled  members  present* 
who  had  not  voted,  to  vote  in  order  to  make  a 
quorum. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly;  and  if  ihcreare 
any  members  present  who  have  not  voted,  tw 
Chair  will  enforce  the  rule.        •  ,    _. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  my  coUeafuc  [Mr.  Noa- 
Ris]  has  not  voted.  His  vote  would  make  a  quo- 
rum. ..    ^ 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  suppose  if  we  adjourn 
until  to-morrow,  we  need  not  then  transact  mucn 
business,  and  we  can  decide  thij  point  on  MonflY 
morning.     I  therefore  renew  the  moUon  to  an- 

journ.  -      *r** 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  ^«^ 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Noaais]  wiU  be  caUed. 
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Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  want  this  question  to  be 
decided  by  a  full  Senate.  It  can  be  decided  on 
Monday  mornine. 

Mr.  BADOER.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
now  adjourn,  for  there  is,  as  I  understand,  a  Sen- 
ator present  who  has  not  voted. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to— ayes 
11,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  that  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Norris]  will  now  be 
called.     He  has  not  voted,  and  is  now  in  his  seat. 

The  PRESIDENT,  (to  the  Secretary.)  Call 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  understand  that  the  vote  has  once  been  declared. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did  not  an- 
Doonce  it  as  final,  but  said  that  there  was  no  quo- 
rum Yotine.  The  Chair  thought  that  thirty-one 
members  did  not  constitute  a  quorum,  and  there- 
fore said  that  there  was  no  quorum  voting;  but  if 
there  are  any  Senators  here  who  have  not  voted, 
they  are  bound  to  vote  when  called  on  to  do  so. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  should  have  voted  if  I  had 
been  in  my  seat  when  called.  1  do  not  know  what 
the  question  is. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  a 
recalling  of  the  roll? 

Severe!  Senatori.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  should  suppose  that  any 
centleman  would  be  willing  to  relieve  the  Senate 
from  its  present  difficulty  by  voting. 

Mr.  RuSK.  I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  to*morrow. 

Mr.  HALE.    Can  we  do  that? 

The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HALE.  We  have  ascertained  that  there 
was  oo  quorum  present.  Can  less  than  a  quorum 
postpone  a  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  quorum  now 
present. 

Mr.  BADGER.    In  strictness  I  wish  to  ask 
whether  any  motion  is  in  order  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  calling  of  the  roll,  except  to 
complete  the  taking  of  the  vote?  whether  we  can 
go  one  step  until  we  have  ascertained  whether  we 
nave  or  have  not  a  quorum  by  the  polling  of  Sen- 
aunt  again  if  necessary?  and  whether  a  motion 
can  be  made  to  adjourn  now,  pending  the  taking 
of  a  vote  upon  this  question?    I  believe  a  motion 
to  adjourn  is  never  in  order  when 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is  always  in  order. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  is  always  in  order  except 
when  a  vote  is  being  taken. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  want  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Senate,  what  occurred  formeriy  in  a 
ease  somewhat  similar  to  this.  I  was  on  a  former 
occasion  leaving  the  Senate  when  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  called  me  back  to  vote.  I  stated  that  I  did 
not  know  what  the  question  was,  and  the  late 
Vice  President  (Mr  Dallas)  explained  what  it 
was,  and  I  was  compelled  to  vote. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Certainly;  and  that  expla- 
nation will  now  be  eiven  if  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  [Mr.  Norris]  desires  it.  It  is  cer- 
tainly in  strict  conformity  with  the  rule,  that  when 
ft  Senator  who  is  present  is  called  on  to  vote  he 
nmst  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  we  shall  not  undertake 
any  process  of  compulsion  upon  any  member  who 
declines  voting. 

The  PRESIDENT.  With  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  Senator,  the  Chair  would 
remark,  that  when  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire [Mr.  N orris]  came  in  he  constituted  a  quo- 
rum, and  therefore  the  Chair  recognized  n  quorum 
as  being  present,  subject  to  any  other  motion;  and 
the  proposition  is  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation or  the  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senator  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Cass]  has  just  come  in.  I  hope  his  name 
will  be  called  and  that  he  will  vote. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  that  the  name  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  SoulbI 
nay  be  called.  He  did  not  respond  when  the  roll 
was  called. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  vote  of  the  Senator 
if  recorded. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  hope  the  name  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan  will  be  called. 
Mr.  CASS.    I  have  just  come  in  and  do  not 

know  what  the  question  is  precisely. 
The  PRESIDENT.    The  quesuon  is  upon  an 
•  amendment  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  in 

nktion  to  the  payment  of  interest. 


Mr.  CASS.  I  will  vote  if  it  is  necessary  to 
make  fi  quorum.  I  will  vote  to  strike  out,  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  uniform  principle,  that  portion 
providing  for  the  payment  of  interest. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Cass  was  then  called  by  the 
Secretary,  and  he  voted  "  Aye.** 

Mr.  S(OULE.    1  wish  my  name  called  again. 

The  PRESIDENT,  (to  the  Secretary.)  Call 
the  Senator  frdm  Louisiana. 

Mr.  SoiTLE  was  then  called  by  the  Secretary, 
and  voted  *•  Aye.** 

The  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Senator  fVom 
New  Hampshire  vote? 

Mr.  NORRIS.     I  am  willing  to  do  so. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Norris  was  then  called,  and 
he  voted  "Aye.** 

The  vote  on  the  amendment  then  stood  as  fol- 
lows. 

YEAS — Mettra.  Bayard.  Borland,  Bradbury,  Brodhead, 
CaM,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa, 
Felcb,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Norris,  Soul6,  Stockton, 
Wade,  and  Whitcooib— 17. 

NAYS  -Messrs.  Badger,  Bel).  Butler,  Fish,  Hale,  Hous- 
ton, Jamet,  McRae,  Mallory,  Morton,  Rusli,  Smith,  Spru- 
ance,  Unduwood,  and  Upham — 15. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  RUSK.    I  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECESS. 
Mr.  NORRIS.    I  move  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn  to  day  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
T*he  motion  was  aj^ed  to. 
And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  30,  1853. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order  is 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geoigia.  I  rise  to  a 
privileged  question.  I  merely  make  the  motion 
that  it  may  be  entered  upon  the  Journal.  It  is  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  bill  No. 
143,  to  regulate  and  fix  the  salanr  of  the  American 
Consul  at  Amsterdam,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  motion  will  be  entered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  unfinished  business  of 
yesterdav,  which  is  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion maae  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Smart,]  to  lay  on  the  table  the  adverse  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Landon,  asking  remuneration  for 
losses  sustained  by  Indian  depredations  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr.  Smart]  to  withdraw  the 
motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMART.    I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    I  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  report  of  the  committee 
recommends  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  the  papers. 

Mr.  EDOERTON.  I  can  explain  this  case  so 
that  the  committee  will  understand  it. 

The  SPEA  K  ER .  Debate  is  not  in  order  during 
thependency  of  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon 
the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to  let 
us  have  reports  called  for  during  the  usual  hour 
for  reports. 

Mr.  DANIEIL.  We  can  proceed  to  that  busi- 
ness to-morrow. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
iuelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  take  up  the  special  order — the  bills 
providing  for  the  assignability  ef  bounty  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  thought  the  special  order 
was  for  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  from  day  to  day  until 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  DANIEL,    t  hope  it  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  HEBARD.    What  is  the  special  order  ? 


The  SPEAKER.  A  bill  from  the  Senate  and  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the 
transfer  of  bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  will  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, I  have  no  objection  to  withdraw  mine,  until 
the  reports  of  committees  are  called  for  during  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  DANIEIL.  As  that  seems  to  be  the  wish 
of  gentlemen  around  me,  I  will  accordingly  with- 
draw my  motion. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfiOurs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  companies  of  Captains  Bush,  Price, 
and  Suarez,  for  military  services  in  Florida;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committer  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the 
report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Dr.  S.  R.  Addison,  passed  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  Navy;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  report 
accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  offer  the 
resolution  which  I  send  to  the  desk;  and  upon  it  I 
wish  to  make  a  single  remark. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  oo  Naval  Afihira  be  au- 
tborf  zed  to  employ  a  clerk  at  the  usual  compensation. 

Mr.  S.  resumed.  1  wish  to  say  a  single  word. 
I  know  that  these  resolutions  have  not  been  re- 
ceived with  much  favor  by  the  House.  I  will 
assure  the  House  that  this  resolution  would  not 
have  been  offered,  under  the  circumstances,  by  the 
Naval  Committee,  if  they  did  not  feel  it  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  this  favor  should  be  granted 
by  the  House.  We  have  about  one  hundrra  cases 
of  private  memorials  before  the  committee,  besides 
all  those  important  questions  which  associate  them- 
selves with  the  public  interests,  as  connected  with 
the  naval  service;  and  I  say  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble for  the  committee  to  perform  their  duties  prop- 
erly without  the  assistance  of  a  clerk.  Some  gen- 
tlemen suppose — and  I  have  heard  the  remark 
made  in  private  cunversation  about  the  House — 
that  these  resolutions  were  offered  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  favor  to  individuals,  or  giving  the  pay 
to  some  favorite.  I  assure  gentlemen  that  such  is 
not  the  object  of  this  resolution;  but  it  is  simply  for 
the  purpose  which  it  purports  to  carry  out — to 
enable 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  that 
he  append  an  amendment  to  his  resolution,  and 
include  a  clerk  for  the  Post  Office  Committee.  I 
opposed  the  resolution  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Olds,]  yesterday,  under  a  misapprehension  of 
the  necessity  for  that  clerk.  Since  voting  upon 
yesterday,  I  have  learned  that  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  a  clerk  for  that  committee,  and  I  in- 
tend to  change  my  vote  in  reference  to  both  of 
these  committees.  If  the  gentleman  will  accept 
my  amendment,  I  will  vote  for  it. 
•Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  presume 
the  gentleman  knows  that  I  cannot  accept  an 
amendment,  as  this  is  a  resolution  offered  under 
instruction,  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  will  move,  therefore, 
that  a  clerk  for  the  Post  Office  Committee  be  in- 
cluded in  that  resolution. 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  the  Speaker  considers 
that  germane,  I  haye  not  the  slightest  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  a  kindred  subject. 

Mr.  STANTON.  There  is  only  one  further 
remark  1  have  to  make  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  that  is  this:  If  any  gentleman  in  this  Houf>e 
has  any  doubt  about  the  necessity  of  this  clerk, 
to  assist  the  Naval  Committee  in  performing  its 
public  duties.  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  have  to 
employ  other  persons  to  do  my  own  private  wri- 
ting for  me,  tnat  I  may  give  my  attention  to 
public  business;  and  I  should  think,  in  perform- 
mg  my  duties  for  the  public,  it  will  be  hardly  un- 
reasonable for  me  to  ask  for  a  clerk  for  the  Naval 
Committee,  when  one  is  indispensable  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  I  will  not  ask  the  previous  question, 
after  having  made  these  remarks. 
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Mr.  MASON.  I  have  no  disposition  to  thwart 
the  views  of  gentlemen  upon  these  committees  to 
obtain  aid  in  performing  their  appropriate  duties. 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I  understand  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  that  he  has  need  sometimes  of  a  clerk. 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  ^presentations  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  the  Naval 
Committee,  and  other  committees,  that  they  have 
at  times  use  for  a  clerk.  I  have  but  little  doubt 
that  there  are  a  number  of  clerks  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  House  now,  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  who  have  plenty  of  time,  to  give  the 
assistance  required  by  all  these  committees.  If 
you  will  look  at  the  law  allowing  clerks,  and 
other  officers  of  the  House,  as  I  undertand  it,  you 
will  find  that  there  are  eight  clerks  and  three  mes- 
seneers  allowed  by  that  law.  If  you  look  over 
the  list  of  those  who  come  to  our  committee — the 
Committee  on  Accounts — for  pay  every  month, 

?rou  will  find  that  there  are  forty  clerks  who  come 
or  pay;  and  the  balance,  except  these  eight,  are 
pain  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House,  as 
they  are  clerks  whose  offices  are  not  created  by 
law.  I  would  suggest  that  the  whole  subject  lie 
referred  to  some  standing  committee  of  the 
House,  or  a  select  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  is  necessary — legalizing  the 
whole  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and  thus  to  prevent 
the  numerous  applications,  and  the  making  of 
clerkships,  which  are  daily  made  to  e:ive  places 
to  individuals,  f  take  it  for  granted  they  are  all 
useful:  but  the  contingent  fuiMl  of  this  House  is 
increasing  enormously,  not  only  in  the  addition 
of  officers  of  the  House,  but  in  other  respects. 
The  country  will  look  to  those  who  are  in  power 
here  to  regulate  this  matter,  and  to  introduce 
more  economy.  I  do  not  make  any  charges 
against  any  particular  individual,  or  against  offi- 
cers of  this  House,  in  respect  to  the  Increase  of 
these  clerks.  There  are  a  number  of  clerks  here 
for  making  land  maps.  I  understand  that  there 
are  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  employed  upon  that 
work,  by  order  of  the  House.  There  are  about 
as  many  more  upon  the  index  for  private  claims, 
making  thus  some  thirty-seven  or  thirty-eight. 
All  these,  by  resolution  of  the  House,  are  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund.  In  addition  to  these, 
there  are  clerks  employed  by  several  of  the  com- 
mittees, and  here  are  applications  for  several 
more.  I  understand  from  tne  clerk,  who  has  had 
charge  of  this  land  map  business,  now  in  the 
Pension  Office.  (Mr.  Wilson,)  that  these  maps  are 
of  some  utility;  but  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  himself  thinks  they  are  of 
DO  earthly  use.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
about  them.  The  Commissioner  told  me  this 
morning  that,  after  the  maps  were  made,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  keep  one  clerk  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  marking  out  the  land  as  it  was  sold, 
which  shows  the  whole  land  belonging  to  the 
Government  unsold.  The  clerk  blots  over  that 
which  has  been  sold  with  a  red  pen.  I  asked  Mr. 
Butterfield  when  these  maps  would  be  finished; 
and  he  said  when  tlie  last  quarter  section  was 
sold. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Will  my  friend 
allow  me  to  suggest,  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  would  be  willing  to  take  one  of  these  clerks? 
-  Mr.  MASON.  Some  think  they  are  useful ,  and 
some  not.  I  have  not  examined  the  subject*  to 
know  whether  they  are  useless.  I  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  standing 
or  select  committee,  to  examine  into  the  whole 
subject,  and  inquire  into  the  duties  and  business 
of  these  different  clerks  and  apportion  their  labors 
justly.  There  is  great  complaint  that  their  labors 
are  apportioned  unjustly.  Some  men  get  j|f900  a 
year  and  work  pretty  hard,  while  other  men  who 
work  only  an  hour  or  two  in  the  day,  get  the  same 
identical  pay.  Whether  those  who  work  hard  get 
too  little,  or  those  who  do  not  work  at  all  get  too 
much,  is  a  matter  for  the  committee  to  inquire  into. 
I  move  that  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  the  express  wish  that  I  shall 
not  he  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  will  be  modified,  so  as  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  of  which 
he  is  chairman.  He  knows  more  about  it  than 
any  other  member  of  this  House,  and  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  able  to  give  the  House  more  satisfaction 
than  any  select  committee  which  can  be  raised, 
would  do. 


Mr.  MASON.  I  hope  that  modification  will 
not  be  inade. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  hope  this  resolution  will  not  be 
referred  at  all.  There  are  certain  things  which,  in 
the  progress  of  legislation,  it  is  necessary  to  sub- 
mit to  the  regulation  of  the  committees  of  this 
House;  and  if  there  is  one  question  which,  beyond 
all  others,  every  committee  should  be  competent  to 
decide  for  themselves,  it  is  whetlier  they  require  a 
clerk. 

Now,  shall  we,  when  the  chairman  of  such  an 
important  committee  as  that  upon  Naval  Affairs, 
comes  here  at  the  unanimous  request  of  his  com- 
mittee and  asks  for  a  clerk,  hesitate  to  give  one  to 
them — especially  when  that  request  is  backed  by 
the  statement  which  has  been  made  that  the  chair- 
man is  compelled  to  employ  a  clerk,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  attend  to  his  own  business,  in  order 
to  give  him  the  time  which  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  him  to  bestow  upon  the  duties  of  nis  posi- 
tion ?  This  is  being  **  penay  wise  and  pound  fool- 
ish. **  It  is  wasting  the  valuable  time  of  this  House 
to  discuss  such  trifling  matters. 

I  am  surprised,  when  a  request  is  made  for  the 
employment  of  a  clerk,  and  it  is  shown  that  a  clerk 
is  needed,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
should  rise  and  say  that  there  are  several  clerks 
in  the  offices  who  nave  nothing  to  do.  What 
has  that  to  do  with  this  subject?  Introduce  a 
resolution  to  dispense  with  those  supernumerary 
clerks,  and  I  will  vote  for  it;  but  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  now  before  us.  It  is  ne- 
cessary that  this  committee  should  have  a  clerk, 
and  \  nope  that  the  House  will  not  refuse  to  allow 
them  one. 

And  now,  having  made  these  few  remarks,  I 
dislike  to  call  for  the  previous  question;  but  at  the 
request  of  many  gentlemen  around  me,  I  demand 
it. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was' decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  72,  nays  84;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Memn.  Charles  Allen,  WilUs  AUen,  John  Ap- 
pleton,  Averett,  Babcock.  Beale,  Bran,  Albert  6.  Brown, 
Georce  H.  Brown,  Bucll,  Chiuitaiii,CurtU,  Daniel,  Daw- 
sou,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Evans,  Faulk- 
ner, FickJin,  Gorman,  Uall.  Harper,  Isham  6.  Harris, 
Haws,  Hascall,  Haven,  Heoard,  Hendricks,  Holladay, 
Houston,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Hunter.  Jackson,  Andrew 
Johnson.  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Geonre  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Preston  Kint,  Kuhns,  Letcher,  Mace,  Humphrey 
MarshaU,  Martin.  ftfcDonald,  McMiUlin,  MUler.  MUlson, 
Miner,  Mnloav,  Nabers,  Outlaw,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peas- 
lee,  John  Phelps,  Russell,  Sackett,  Sehermerhom,  Smith, 
Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stroth- 
er.  Sutherland,  Geoixe  W.  Thompson,  VenaMe.  Wallace, 
Watkins.  Addison  White,  Wilcox,  and  Yat«s—7S. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Aiken,  Andrews,  William  Appleton, 
Thos.  H.  Bayly,  Bartlett,  Bell,  Bibighaus,  Bowie,  Bowne, 
Brenton,  Brigfs.  Busby,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Caldwell, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Cartter.  Caskie, 
Chandler,  Churchwell,  Clark.  CUntman,  Cobb,  Conger, 
Cottman,  Disney,  Doty,  Duriee,  ^gertoo,  Fitch,  Flor- 
ence, Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gay- 
lord,  Olddinp,  Goodenow,  Green,  Grey.  Grow,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe,  John  Johnson.  Rob- 
ert W.  Johnson,  George  G.  King,  Lockhart,  Mann,  Mason, 
McNair,  Meade,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Morrison,  Newton.  Olds, 
Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Penniman,  Powell,  Price,  Riddle, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Scudder, 
Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P. 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Stuart,  S  weetser,  Thurston,  Townshend, 
Tuck,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Welch,  and  Williams— 84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to 
offer  another  amendment,  if  it  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  pending  the  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  TUCK.    WUl  you  renew  it? 

Mr.  STANLY.    I  will. 

Mr.  TUCK.  Then  I  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  (Mr.  Stanlt  yielding  the  floor.) 
The  resolution  contemplates  that  two  committees 
shall  be  allowed  one  clerk  each.  Now,  I  have 
consulted  with  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  pre- 
side over  those  committees,  and  I  am  satisfied 


that  they  ask  for  nothing  that  they  do  not  re&Uy 
need ,  and  that  their  object  is  to  economize.  They 
are  willing  that  the  resolution  shall  be  so  altered 
as  to  authorize  the  emoloyment  of  one  clerk  for 
both  connnittees,  and  I  hope  that  amendmem  will 
be  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  approve.of  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  I 
also  wish  to  add  a  proviso  respecting  the  time 
for  which  this  clerk  shall  be  employed. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Swkktier]  to  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  did  not  submit  a 
motion  to  refer  the  resolution,  which  will  be  first 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  true.  The  gende- 
man  from  Kentucky  submitted  a  motion  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions, and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts with  the  same  instructions. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ac- 
cepted my  amendment. 

The  CTlerk  then  read  the  motion  as  modified; 
it  is  as  follows: 

That  the  resolution  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, with  instructions  to  inouire  into  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  already  employed  in  the  service  of 
this  House,  and  whether  the  number  may  not  be 
reduced  without  detriment  to  the  pubUc  serrice; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  have  no  objection  to  thai 
motion,  and  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  it,  aod 
then  adopt  an  amendment  which  I  want  to  offer, 
and  which  I  suppose  would  not  now  be  in  order. 
The  amendment  I  wish  to  see  adopted  is  this:  (hat 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  authorized  (o 
employ  a  clerk  for  three  or  four  months,  as  thej 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  wUI  say  to 
the  gentleman  before  he  goes  further,  that  I  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  chat  amendment,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  other  members  of  the  con* 
mittee  would  be  satisfied  with  it.  All  we  desire 
is  to  be  able  to  get  our  work  done. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  have  no  objectioii  to  allow- 
ing any  committee  of  this  House  a  clerk  to  assist 
them  m  preparing  their  bills;  but  if  we  were  to 
allow  them  one  without  limiting  the  time,  1  knov 
that  he  would  be  retained  during  the  whole  sesaioot 
even  if  we  were  to  sit  nine  or  ten  months,  as  ve 
did  at  the  last  long  session.  There  is  not  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House  that  does  not  stand  in  need 
of  a  clerk,  ifeentlemen  consult  their  own  comfort 
and  ease.  The  Comn^ittees  of  Claims,  on  Pri' 
vate  Land  Claims,  on  the  Judiciary,  all  need 
clerks,  and  the  Committee  on  Commerce  a^e  ao*^ 
wanting  one  and  importiming  the  House  to  allow 
them  one.  We  shall  have  to nuthorize  every  com- 
mittee to  employ  a  clerk  if  they  think  itnecessarf, 
and  then  wnat  shall  we  see?  Gentlemen  want 
clerks  who  have  a  large  mass  of  private  business 
to  attend  to,  like  the  diairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs,  who  says  he  has  been  obliged  to 
pay  out  of  his  own  pocket  for  a  clerk  to  attend  to  hit 
private  business.  There  are  fiAy  or  sixty  gentle- 
men in  the  House  who  are  in  the  same  situatioo. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  the  House  who  does  not 
have  occasionally  to  employ  an  assistant  Nov> 
I  am  against  this  whole  business.    If  this  tiiio^ 

f^oes  on,  eight  or  ten  committees  will  have  ^^'^ 
astened  upon  them,  and  we  shall  have  estabrished 
the  precedent  that  the  committees  of  this  House 
are  nereafter  to  employ  clerks.  It  is  not  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  alone;  we  are  all  men  of  Uke  p«w- 
sions  and  feelings,  and  when  we  get  into  power 
we  shall  want  to  have  clerks  also.  When  a  plate 
cannot  be  found  for  a  favorite  elsewhere,  it  will  be 
easy  to  make  one  for  him  here.  These  places  sre 
expected  even  now  by  gentlemen  outoide  of  thi« 
House.  I  think  it  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
thing  at  once.  If  the  committee  say  that  it  w  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  have  a  clerk  to  enable  them  to 
get  on  with  their  business,  allow  them  to  ejoP'^jy 
one,  but  limit  the  time  during  which  he  sbnl  w 
employed.  Do  not  allow  them  to  employ  a  cJeri 
in  airecting  documents  for  them. 
Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geaigia.  (Mr.  Stavlx 
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Riding  the  floor.)  As  I  suppose  the  geotlemau 
inteads  to  move  the  previous  question,  according 
to  his  promise,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
this  subject  now.  The  resolution  declares  that 
these  clerks  shaH  be  appointed  with  the  fiuual  pay 
or  salary.  Now,  I  do  not  know  what  is  usuaL.  1 
want  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  resolution, 
to  tell  the  House  what  he  means  by  it. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  know 
what  is  usual. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    FourdoQarsa  day. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  usual  compensation  for 
aU  these  clerks  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and  at 
the  end  of  every 'session,  we  give  them  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  extra. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then,  that  is  what  we  are 
to  undenitand  to  be  the  usual  compensation.  Now, 
notwithstanding  the  remarks  of  the  genilemun  from 
Tennessee,  I  do  not  see  what  these  clerks  can  have 
to  do;  and  I  want  the  gentleman  to  tell  me  again, 
distinctly,  what  he  wants  with  a  clerk.  Does  he 
want  to  draw  up  the  reports  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  STANTON.  What  do  the  Ways  and 
Means  want  with  a  clerk  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  put  the  quesUon  distinctly, 

what  functions  are  these  clerks  to  perform?    The 

|entleman  from  Tennessee  answers  my  question, 

by  asking  what  do  the  Ways  and  Means  want 

with  a  clerk  ?    The  Ways  and  Means  need  a  clerk, 

because  of  the  tmrn^nse  amount  of  writing  in  draw- 

in^  up  the  usual  bills.    All  our  appropriation  bills, 

wEtcn  make  up  nearly  half  our  statutes  every 

year,  are  bills  drawn  up  strictly  in  pursuance  of 

law,  and  tt  clerk  can  do  that  business  just  as  well 

as  fl^y  member  of  the  committee.    There  is  an 

immense  deal  of  manual  labor  to  be  performed, 

mad  di«  House  therefore,  very  properly,  allows 

that  committee  to  employ  a  elenc.    Now,  I  ask 

liheecntlcinan  from  Tennessee,  if  he  wants  a  clerk 

V»  £vw  up  his  bills  ? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  the 
eemJenan  irom  (Georgia  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
ms  description  of  Ibe  work  performed  by  the  clerk 
of  tli«  Wstys  and  Means.  He  is  not  employed 
hr  the  purpose  of  drawing  up  their  bills,  but  for 
Che  purpose  of  carrying  on  correspondence  with 
tke  t>cipsrtments.  Kow,  there  is  scarcely  a  case 
tmoag  one  hundred  cases  before  the  Committee 
M  Naeyal  Afiairs,  that  does  not  require  some  cor- 
respondence with  the  Department. 

Mr.  €rrRPHEN8.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  me 
a  single  case  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  mention  the  case  that  was 
■cm  by  this  House  back  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
tal Aokirs,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  physbian  ^  bifl ,  in  the  case  of  Com- 
mander Pender^rast.  The  House  seems  to  have 
sdepied  Che  principle  that  committees  shall  not 
refer  matters  to  the  Departments  to  determine  the 
amount  chat  may  be  due  on  th«  testimony  pre- 
sented to  them,  but  that  the  committee  shall  re- 
ceive the  testimony  and  determine  upon  it.  I  have 
ifren  ihegentlemun  a  case. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  refers  to  a 
«i»e  in  which  the  committee  had  to  correspond 
vith  the  Deportment  ts  ascertain  the  amount  of  a 
tertaai  biH  said  to  be  due.  Well,  I  say  that  if  the 
party  clahning  an  amount  of  money  cannot  tell  the 
^mmittee,  and  prove  to  it,  what  is  due  to  him,  the 
^ommiitee  ought  to  reject  the  claim.  Are*we  to 
employ  clerks  to  hunt  op  proof  in  order  to  par- 
feet  the  evidence  of  claims  against  this  Govem- 
ttkenO 

Mr.  CABELL,  (interposing.)  Being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Naval  Committee,  I  desire  to  answer 
U&e  question  of  the  gentleman,  what  necessity  we 
t^ave  for  this  clerk.  Fdr  four  years  I  have  been  a 
*^ember  of  the  Connnittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with 
^very  desire  to  inform  myself  with  regard  to  the 
^^terests  of  the  Navy,  and  we  all  know  the  reforms 
%:ieeesBary,  and  thelegvlacion  necessary,  in  order  to 
Jesuit e  tnat  branch  of  the  public  service.  But  I 
^lave  found  that,  notwithstanding  this  4esire,  it  has 
^)een  attsrly  out  of  my  power  to  give  any  attention 
"%)  those  public  matters  connected  with  the  Navy, 
-^from  the  fact  that  every  claim  against  the  Qovern- 
aeat  aristagotttof  any  Mrvice  connected  with  the 
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Navy,  is  referred  to  the  committee.  These  claim- 
ants have  their  aeents  here,  or  ore  here  themselves, 
and  ore  constantly  urging  upon  the  members  of  the 
committee  to  examine  their  particular  cases,  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid  yielding  to  these 
soliciia'ions.  For  myself,  an  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  do  not  act  upon  these  cases  until  1 
have  the  full  information  from  the  Department 
necessary  to  predicate  my  report  upon.  This  in- 
volves upon  me  the  necessity  eiiner  of  going  to 
the  Departments,  and  from  oue  clerk  to  another, 
spending  whole  days  there  in  getting  this  informa- 
tion, or  else  of  a  very  extensive  correspondence, 
and  my  whole  time  is  thus  occupied.  We  ask  to 
be  allowed  to  employ  a  clerk,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  making  out  our  reports,  but  for  the  purpoiic  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  information. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then,  Uuit  comes  right 
down  to  the  point  which  I  pressed  upon  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee.  If  any  persons  have 
claims  against  this  Government,  connected  with 
the  Navy  or  Army  Departments,  let  them  present 
their  own  papers. 

Mr.  CABELL.    They  do  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  is  this  House  to 
constitute  a  court  of  one  of  its  committees  to  de- 
cide upon  claims  against  the  Government,  and 
then  send  a  clerk  to  hunt  up  additional  evidence 
against  the  Government?  Is  that  the  object  of  the 
clerk  ?  If  a  memorial  or  claim  is  referred  to  the 
conunittes,  the  allegations  in  which  ace  not  sus- 
tained by  evidence,  let  the  comniitiee  report  it  to 
this  House. 

I  am  altogether  opposed  to  the  practice  of  com- 
mittees of  this  House  doing  their  business  by 
proxy.  If  we  grant  those  clerks,  the  operation  of 
the  system  will  be  this:  Large  .and  voluminous 
papersi  subnutted  to  the  committees,  will  not  be 
examined  by  the  members  themselves^  but  the 
clerks  will  be  directed  to  sift  out  the  unportaut 
facts,  aiMl  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be 
based  upon  thoi^  facts.  You  see  that  by  this 
course  of  proceeding  much  mischief  wilf  arise 
when  the  clerk  comes  to.  report  the  facts.  He 
may  not  report  them  truly,  tie  may  give  them  a 
liUse  colorings  So  far  as  I. mn  ooncenisd,  there- 
fore, I  am  infovorof  requiring  every  committee  of 
this  House,  when  it  takes  a  subject  into  its  hands, 
to  give  it  a  rigid  personal  examination,  so  that 
facts  may  not  be  reported  to  the  House  which  have 
only  been  compiled  by  a  clerk. 

One  other  remark.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  McLiLNAHAKJ  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  on  yesterday  made  a  re- 
port from  that  cemmittee,of  which  we  ordered  the 
Committee  on  Printing  to  take  into  consideration 
the  proposition  to  print  five  thousand  extra  copies. 
The  object  of  that  report  is  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  country  to  the  enormous  increase  in  the  ex- 
penses of  your  courts  of  justice.  He  stated  that 
those  expenses  had  now  run  up  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  nearly  |900,000.  That  gentleman  moved 
the  printing  of  those  extra  copies  because  the 
country  ought  to  know  what  the  expenses  of  your 
judiciary  are.  I  admit  that  they  are  enormous, 
and  I  am  for  cutting  them  down.  But  what  a 
view  does  this  House  present  in  this  respect !  Our 
contingent  expenses,  exclusive  of  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers, alone  will  be  t^.OOO  this  year.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  ^cLanahan] 
says  that  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary  have  in- 
creased more  than  twelve  hundred  per  cenL  within 
the  last  few  years;  and  I  think  he  is  correct.  But 
I  belie'Ve  the  contingent  expenses  of -this  House 
has  been  increased  in  a  much  larger  ratio;  and  I 
think  if  we  deshre  to  give  the  country  informatipn 
in  relation  to  the  extravagant  waste  of  the  public 
money,  that  we  had  beiler  begin  at  home.  And 
when  the  proposition  comes  up  to  print  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, I  shall  move  that  we  also  give  to  the 
country  information  of  the  enormous  mcrease  of 
the  expenses  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 
1  thank  the,  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  for 
yielding  me  the  floor. 

Mr.  HEBARD,  (the  gentleman  from  North 
CofoUiUi  [Mr<  Stanlt]  yijeldhig  the  floor  for  the 


purpose,  said  1 1  desire*  in  the  first  place*  to  inquire 
whether  the  resolution  as  it  now  stands  provides 
for  giving  a  clerk  to  each  of  the  two  committees 
named  in  it,  or  only  one  for  both? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  original  resoluUon  pro- 
vides for  giving:  a  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Wa^ 
val  Affairs.  An  amendment  has  been  offered  to 
ffive  a  clerk  also  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OfHce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HBBARD.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
yery  much  about  the  interests  or  the  wants  of  ths 
Committeeon  Naval  Afifairs.  But  during  the  last 
Congress  I  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Con^> 
Mittee  on  the  Post  Offieeand  Post  Roads,  and  those 
who  were  members  of  that  committee  will  proba- 
bly recollect,  that  during  that  Congress  there  was 
considerable  business  for  that  committse  to  do* 
The  whole  subject  of  postage,  and  everything 
connected  with  the  pest  offices  of  the  country* 
were  overhauled,  ane  we  were  borne  down  with 
the  number  of  petitions  and  memorials  from  every 
portion  6f  the  country  upon  that  subject.  Ths 
shairman  of  that  committee  did  ask  for  a  clerk. 
I  did  not  see  that  there  was  much  use  for  a  clerk 
for  that  committte,  and  was  glad  when  the  House 
isfused  to  give  one.  Now,  if  I  can  make  any 
oakHilation  upon  the  subject,  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness before  tne  Committee  of  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  for  the  present  session  cannot  be  half 
what  it  was  for  the  last  session.  But  whether  it 
is  half  as  much,  or  twice  as  much,'if  it  is  of  ths 
same  character  as  then,  there  is  very  little  of  it 
which  can  be  properly  performed  by  a  .clerk. 
There  was  very  Uttle  during  the  last  Congress 
which  I  should  have  been  willing  to  have  i«|K>rted 
to  the  House,  if  it  had  been  prepared  by  a  clerk, 
Mrithout  being  extamtaed  by  the  members  oif  the 
committee  themselyes.  There  was  one  single 
item  of  labor  upon  which  a  derk  could  have  been 

Erofitably  employed.  It  is  uemal  in  every  session  to 
ave  one  general  bill  creating  new  post  routes. 
They  are  generally  made  up  from  petitions  and 
memorials,  and  are  then  imoodied  in  one^^enersl 
bill.  A  derk  tan-  as  well  do  that  as  the  memhers 
of  the  conumittee  themselves.  But  this  ^iH  not 
cequire  more  than  two  or  three  da3rs,  or,  at  eaest, 
a  week,  near  the  dose  of  the  session.  For  that 
time,  it  would  be  convenient  enough  for  that  com* 
mtttee  to' have  a  derk. 

A  Voice.    One  day  will  do  it  all. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  The  gentleman  says  one  day 
will  do  it  all.  I  have  no  aoubtit  will;  but  for  the 
sake  of  being  liberal,  I  allowed  a  weekt  and  I  am 
willine  that  committee  shall  have  a  clerk  for  that 
Ume;  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  experience  I  had 
then,  that  there  is  a  class  of  men  about  this  city* 
and  heuapoe  about  Congress,  who  are  anxious  to 
gbt  provided  for.  Some  of  them  do  get  pnovided 
for;  and  I  will  rentark,  that  sometimes  they  are 
provided  for  meritoriously,  and  a  -^eat  many 
times  they  are  not.  I  know  that  it  as  not  very 
popular  to  talk  about  economy,  but  it  does  sssm 
to  me  that  we  must  begin  somewhere. 
«1  recollect  during  the  last  Congresa  there  was 
an  attempt  made  to  get  a  derk  for  the  Supreme 
Court;  not  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  do  their 
general  business,  but  a  private  clerk  to  the  Judges. 
But  there  was  at  that  time  a  disposition  to  exer- 
cise  the  principles  of  economy  enough  to  resist  it, 
and  it  was  not  granted. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  should  like  to 
know 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  am  very  much  gratified  at 
these  explanations;  but  I  ask  the  Chair  ^w  much 
of  my  hour  1  have  yet  leA? 

The  SPEAKER.    About  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  X  desire  that 
the  gentleman  fro^  North  Carolina  wDl  allow  roe 
to  make  one  suggestion  in  regard  to  this  resolu- 
tion. The  question  now  is,  1  bdieve,  to  iosimet 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  inouire  into  the 
necessity  of  employing  a  clerk  for  the  Commitl^ 
on  Naval  Affairs  and  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  f^ost  Roads.  I  would  sqggest  that  that 
committee  be  authorized  to  make  a  general  in- 
quiry as  to  whether  any  of  the  sthndu^  commit- 
tees require  the  serrices  of  a  dark.   I  .im^  v«qr 
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anxious  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  shall 
have  one  given  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  all  the  standing  committees  are  embraced  in 
the  resolution  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  understand  it  as  embra- 
cing only  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  and  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  read.       ^ 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Retohed,  That  the  resolation  fWHn  the  Coitiniittee  on 
Navttl  AffUra^wiUi  the  amendmeuty  be  referred  to  the  Cuni- 
nitt*^  on  Accounts,  with  intitniciioDs  to  inquire  ialo  the 
number  of  clerlts  already  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
House,  and  whether  Uie  number  cannot  be  reduced  without 
detriment  lo  the  pubKc  service,  and  that  they  have  lenve  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  do  not  see  that  the  reso- 
lution covers  any  except  two  committees.  I  move 
that  the  amendment  which  1  have  indicated  be  in- 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  yield  the  floor  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  STANLY.  1  do  not  care  what  amend- 
ment is  offered. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  in- 
quire if  the  morning  hour  has  not  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  expired. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  \  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  iCsdf  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Several  Mbmbb&s.    You  cannot  do  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  According  to  the  rules  of 
the  House,  the  Chair  is  under  the  impression  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  HaftRit]  can- 
not arrest  the  business  of  the  House  to  make  that 
motion.  He  may  move  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  (he  business  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
however,  if  he  desires. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  I  wBl  change  my  mo- 
tion. I  move  that  the  House  do  no V  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.  

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  cannot  take  the  floor  ftom  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Sbtmour]  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Bv  an  express  rule  of  the 
House  the  gentleman  nas  the  right  to  make  the 
motion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  But  has  he  the  right  to  take 
the  floor  from  another  member  for  that  purpose? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  has  the  right  to  arrest 
the  business  of  the  House,  and  can  take  the  floor 
from  another  member. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  desire  to  know  if  tKis  is  not 
private  bill  day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  proceed  to  the  business  on  the  speaker's  table, 
ana  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recun^  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
with  instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add 
to  the  instructions  the  following,  viz: 

And  whether  any  of  the  smndiaff  committees  of  the  Hotise 
reqaire  the  servlces.of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  J  ask  the  gentle- 
man  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  STAin.T]  to  yieW 
me  the  floor  for  a  moment.  It  is  not  so  macn  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  appointment  of  clerks 
-^or  upon  that  point  I  believe  my  opinions  are 
well  known.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  have 
served  upon  this  Committee  on  the  PostOiKce  and 
Post  Roads,  and  I  nev^  saw  the  necessity  of  a 
clerk  while  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee. 
But  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  support  this  ap- 
plication 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  F  rise  to  a 
miesUoB  of  order.  I  do  not  understand  that  under 
th€f  rules  of  the  House  the  gentleman  from  North 
CaroliJfe  [Mr.  StanltJ  can  keep  the  floor  and 
yield  It  to  MoiH  %«  pleases  in  this  manner.  I 
inake  the  point  that  he  has  no  right  to  retain  the 
iloor  and  parcel  it  out  as  -he  pleases. 

The  SPEAKER.  AccOrii«g  to  universal  cus- 
tom ^e  may  yield  it  for  the  pui^e  of  explanadon 
to  whatever  jpentleman  may  desire  It. 

Mr.  JONEia,  (resuming.)  It  is  knewf  that  I 
am  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  clerkk  to  th^e 
committees,  because.  I  believe  they  ar6  tln6eees- 
■ary,  and  not  reqiur^.    I  roted  fbr  the  A^pdiiH- 


ment  of  a  clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  being  a  member  of  that  committee  1 
am  frequently  met  with  the  inquiry.  Is  not  there  a 
clerk  in  your  committee  ?  There  is.  And  as  there 
is  also  something  said  about  the  duties  of  that 
clerk,  I  will  say  nere,  that  there  is  one  bill  from 
that  committee— the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill — which  requires  the  services  of  a  clerk. 
When  the  estimates  are  first  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  clerk  takes  them  up  and 

Erepares  a  paper,  ruled  in  parallel  columns,  and 
eaded  with  the  years  1840, 1841, 1842— and  so  on 
with  each  year  to  the  last  appropriation  bill — and 
at  the  left  hand  thereof  he  enters  the  name  of  each 
separate  item  of  expenditure,  and  opposite  each 
item  and  under  each  of  the  different  headings, 
enters  the  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  various 
years  embraced  in  his  list;  and  also  under  another 
heading,  enters  the  amount  estimated  for  the  year 
for  which  the  appropriation  is  asked,  in  order  that 
the  committee  may  be  able  to  compare  the  items 
of  estimates  submitted,  with  the  corresponding 
appropriations  in  previous  years. 

The  committee  take  up  this  bill,  go  through  it 
and  determine  upon  each  item,  wheuier  they  will 
allow  it,  or  what  corrections  they  will  make  in  it, 
and  then  the  clerk  takes  it  and  draws  up  in  form 
the  result  to  which  the  committee  has  arrived,  and 
the  committee  report  it  to  the  House.  And  that 
is  the  case  with  every  general  appropriation  bill 
that  comes  before  that  committee.  Tne  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation,  the  Army  appropria- 
tion, the  Navy  appropriation,  the  pension  appro- 
priation, all  tnese  various  bills,  go  through  this 
process  by  the  clerk  of  that  committee.  Then, 
sir,  here  are  hundreds  of  items  in  this  one  solitary 
bill,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  and  the  com- 
mittee frequently  want  information  upon  this  item 
and  upon  that—they  want  information  as  to  the 
amount,  or  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  appropriation 
asked  for.  And  this  information  can  only  be  ob- 
tained frbm  the  different  Departments,  and  the  clerk 
is  charged  with  the  duty,  as  the  organ  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  going  to  the  different  Departments  and 
oflices,  to  get  the  necessary  in$>rmation  for  the 
committee  to  base  their  action  upon.  And  here  I 
would  remark,  that  there  is  more  labor  for  a  clerk, 
upon  this  one,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill,  than  there  was  for  a  cleric  to  the  Post 
Office  Committee  during  the  whole  saision  of 
the  Congress,  while  I  was  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

Now  the  great  labor  upon  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee when  I  was  a  member  of  it,  was  to  prepare 
the  general  post  route  bill.  But  the  chairman  of 
the  committe  divided  out  the  applications  for  post 
routes  to  the  different  members  of  the  committee, 
dividing  the  whole  Union  into  districts,  and  assign- 
ing to  each  member,  certain  States,  to  examine  the 
applications  from  those  States  for  post  routes;  and 
the  members  severally  made  out  reports  for  their 
xlistricts,  and  the  chairman  put  them  all  together 
and  made  one  bin  of  the  whole,  aiid  so  reported  it 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  perceive  my  time,  which 
has  mostly  been  occupied  by  others,  has  neariy 
expired. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  has  informed 
me  that  his  time  is  out,  and  I  will  not  extend  my 
remarks. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  have  hardly  time  to  move 
the  previous  question.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  1  presume 
that,  having  reported  this  resolntion,  I  have  the 
ri^t  to  make  a  reply  to  what  has  been  said. 

The  SPEAKER.  After  the  previous  question 
is  seconded. 

The  previous  question  then  received  a  second, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  nut. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy 
the  floor  for  any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  Did  not  the  Chair  decide,  the 
other  day,  upon  my  suggestion,  that  the  chair- 
man who  reported  a  resolution  was  not  entitled 
to  an  hour  to  speak  until  a  motion  to  refer  had 
been  voted  down  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  decision.  The 
gentleman  is  entitled  to  an  hour  when  the  House 
comes  to  a  direct  vote  upon  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted, but  he  thinks  that  he  has  no  such  right 
upon  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  do  not  intend  Co  detain 


the  House  long,  if  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment or  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
SETMOuif;]  which  amendment  was,  ''and  tUo 
whether  any  of  the  standing  committees  of  ihit 
House  reouire  the  services  of  a  clerk?"  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  fs  it  now  in 
order  to  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  upon  the 
table?  '^ 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is, 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  STANTOiS .  I  insist  that  npon  that  mo- 
tion I  have  a  right  to  be  heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman has  no  such  right. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table.  I  have  no  objection  to  let  thi> 
subject  go  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for  in- 
vestigation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
refer  the  resolution,  with  the  instructions,  to  tht 
Committee  on  Accounts;  and  ft  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolutioE  was  referrni 
to  the  Comnuttee  on  Accounts,  and  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  move  that  the  House  resoire 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon 
the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  renew  my 
motion,  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itaclf  into  a  Committee  of  tht 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  special 
orders. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  IlKnois.  1  rise  to  a  pnn- 
leged  motion.  I  move  that  when  this  House  ad* 
joums  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next 
at  twelve  o'clock 

[Cries  of  «•  That's  right  I"  "  That's  ri^I'T 

Mr.  GOODENOW  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayi 
upon  the  motion;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  suppoM  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  are  still  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Noith 
Carolina  [Mr.  Daniel}  nkoves,  that  the  House 
resolve  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  Private  Calendar 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wishtoiur 
geet  to  the  gentleman  irom  North  Carolina,  the 
ehairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  reference 
to  his  motion ,  that  the  members  of  the  House  hart 
not  been  provided  this  morning  with  the  unal 
calendar  of  business. 

VoiCBa.    ••  Yes  they  haTe. "  *«  Here  they  are." 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  They  have  been  laid  upoo 
the  tables  of  some  of  the  members,  but  not  of  • 
great  majority;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
supply  nimished  by  the  printer  has  been  dia- 
triouted ,  but  there  is  not  enough  for  more  than  one 
third  bf  the  members.  I  hope  the  gentleman  wil)| 
under  the  circumstances,  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  let  us  go  into  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union . 

The  SPEAKER.  QenUemen  w^l  recoflect  that 
the  proposition  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geo™.  I  only  wast  ts 
say  10  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  here 
is  the  Calendar,  and  I  was  wonderfoilr  '^r^ 
with  the  superior  paper  upon  which  it  has  bees 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  must  arrest  ihif 

conversation.    It^  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  What  w  the 
order  of  business  if  the  rules  are  not  suspended? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  call  for  reports  from 
committees  will  be  continued  until  fimshed. 

Mr.  CABELL.  If  it  is  i»  order.  I  wish  to  caH 
the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ot 
Claims  [Mr.  DAimcL}  to  the „  . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  be  compelled 
lo  arrest  this  conversation. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  the  mouon 
of  Mr.  Harhs,  of  Tennessee,  that  the  rd»  be 
snapped,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itf«f  "»"' 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  special  orrfff*; 
and  it  was  disagreed  to.  ^ 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Oir. 
Dawibl,  that  the  House  tm>\r%  itself  mio  «  Cow 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  upon  th«  Private  Calendar,  it 
was  put  a>id  disagreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER,  Reports  are  atill  in  order 
fiom  ^le  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  FLORENCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afikira  be  di»- 
diarged  from  the  Airtber  connideradoD  of  Die  memorial  of 
A.  SauBdeiKy  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Comminee  on 
Military  Affair*. 

Mr.  GOODENOW,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  the  following;  bills;  which 
were  aeverativ  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  referredto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to*morrow,  and, 
with  the  reports  accompanying,  ordered  to  be 
jpfinted,  viz: 

A  bil]  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  J.  Storer;  and 

A  bill  for  the  reh'ef  of  James  A.  Pawns. 

Mr.  G.  also  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  modify  the  pay  of  certain  warrant  officers 
of  the  Navy;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and,  with 
the  report  accompanying:,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  CABELL,  of  Florida,  from  the  Cfommittee 
«n  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Monmouth  B.  Hart,  Joel  Kelly,  and  William 
Close,  securities  of  the  late  Benjamin  F.  Hart,  a 
purser  in  the  United  States  Navy;  which  was 
fead  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
icport,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Oomraittee  on  Foreif^  Aflhirt  be  dia- 
ekaiged  from  the  furdier  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Mn  H.  Weache,  of  the  firm  of  Wesebe  &  Co.,  of  Paebia, 
Mexico,  prayinc  indemnity  for  loaaet  sustained  by  raid  firm 
ia  eoaaeqaence  of  the  aanuUing  of  a  contract  made  wUh  the 
■fBBt  of  the  United  State*,  for  tappllyiag  the  army  with 
eotain  articles ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  CommUtee  on 
Military  Ai&tra. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

0»hf*rf,  That  the  Committee  on  F>oreifn  AfBOn  be  di»- 
eha^ved  frooi  the  farther  eonsideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Banoel  Adams,  and  ethers,  cidxens  of  Castine,  in  Maine, 
praytnf  ConirresM  to  uke  measures  to  have  intemaltonal 
dispatBa  settled  by  umpirage  rather  than  by  any  appeal  to 
the  swoKd,  and  that  natloos  will  war  no  more;  and  that  the 
'  '&o\ke  oathelable. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  it  was 
Ordend^  That  the  Committee  on  Forei«i  AffUrs  be  dis- 
ckaned  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
p.  Vv.  Jay,  and  others,  asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law  fixing 
A«  residences  of  foreign  ministers  of  the  Despotic  Govem- 
SKDtt  at  least  one  hundred  miles  (Vom  the  seat  of  Govern- 
BWBt :  and  that  tlie  memorial  do  lie  on  the  uble. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  it  was 

X}rdertd^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflhirs  be  dis- 
charged frma.  the  Airther  considemtion  of  the  petition  of 
cittaaa*  af  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed 
a»  prevent  the  immiirratton  of  foreign  convicts,  felons,  and 
paopen,  into  the  United  States;  and  that  said  petition  be 
itfeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  SCUDDER,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Territories  be  dis- 
dMfved  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
tfM  Uefiiilative  Asoembly  of  New  Mexico,  praying  for  ap- 
nopriatlMi*  far  the  completing  of  a  road  from  Sanu  P4  to 
Taos,  and  that  it  be  lafbrted  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
sad  Canals. 

Mr.  STUART,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

JUsalved,  That  the  third  week  in  April  next  be  set  apart 
§at  the  consideration  of  territorial  business,  and  that  during 
Unt  week  such  business  shall  take  precedence  over  oilier 
lasincss,  and  bo  regarded  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  was  told  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,- who  was  expected  to  make  this 
report,  that  such  was  the  arrangement  at  the  last 
Congress,  that  certain  days  were  set  apart  for  that 
purpose. 

^  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geofgia,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  The  I^ouse  never  instructed  this 
committee  to  take  into  coilsideration  the  time  at 
which  territorial  business  should  be  taken  up,  and 
hence  they  can  submit  no  pcport  upon  the  subject. 
They  can  report  only  upon  matters  committed  to 
them.  It  is  not  competent  for  a  committee  to  ask 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing a  resolution,  except  on  Monaay  of  each 
week. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  House,  at 
any  time,  except  on  Monday  of  every  week.  The 
Clialr  overruled  the  point  of  order  of  the  gentleman 
Irom  Georgia  in  this,  that  he  thinks  it  competent 
ibr  the  eommiuee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
thus  proper  to  take  up  tcrritorialjiiusintss;  but  the 


committee  has  no  more  right  than  an  individual 
member  of  the  House  to  submit  a  resolution  to 
make  a  special  order,  which  would,  if  objected  to, 
require  a  suspension  of  the  rules — motions  for 
which  purpose  being  in  order  only  on  Mondays. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS.  Has  not  this  been  the  uni- 
form practice  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  been  customary  to  set 
apart  days  for  the.consideration  of  territorial  busi- 
ness, but  not  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  can  be  done  only  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  which  motion  is  not  in  order 
to-day. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wUl  withdraw  the  motion, 
intending  to  submit  it  on  Monday,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  upon 
points  of  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, reported  •*  A  bill  authorizing  the  Govern- 
or of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  call  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said 
Territory,  if  the  same  be  deemed  necessary  and 
expedient;"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  report  accompanying,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Uie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  discharged  from  the  further  conrideration  of  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Starr,  asking  seven  yeani  half  pay  for 
bis  servicM  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy;  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideratiou  of  the  petition 
of  Rachel  Moorey,  of  Clinton  county,  New  York,  praying 
fbr  a  ueusion  on  account  of  the  services  of  her  late  husband, 
and  tnat  it  do  lie  on  tiie  tsble. 

Mr.  MILLSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  in  the 
following  cases;  which  were  severally  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  of  James  S.  Mitchell,  praying  for 
an  allowance  tmder  the  bpunty  land  law  of  1850; 
and 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  certain  revolution- 
ary soldiers  residing  in  Chenango  county.  New 
York,  asking  for  grants  of  bounty  land. 

Mr.  TUCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  imide  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  King,  of  New  York,  praying 
arrears  of  pensions  from  1818  to  lb24,  at  the  rate 
of  $8  per  month';  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  beprinted. 

Mr.  TOWNSHEND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  Cobb;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a'  Committee 
of  tl|e  Whole,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  accompanying  report,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TOWNSHEND,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  William  K.  Blair  for  additional  compensation  for  services 
rendered  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  lirom  1696  to  1847; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOCOCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  My- 
erly;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  referred  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with 
the  report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  With  the  consent  of  the 
House  I  will  make  a  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  being  absent  from  the  Hall^  when  that 
committee  was  called. 

Mr.  MARTIN.    I  object. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Darid  fierry  and  others, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in  favor  of 
a  pension  for  Henry  Johnson;  which  was  ojrdered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed, 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Coqa- 
mittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  the  following 
bills;  which  were  severally  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow, and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with 
the  accompanying  reports,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Clark; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shade;  and 

A  bin  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Dudley. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  been 


instructed  by  the  Committee  on  invalid  Pensions 
to  ask  that  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  following  pedtions, 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  viz: 

The  petition  of  John  Duncan  for  an  invalid  pen- 
sion in  consequence  of  a  disability  received  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States; 

The  petition  of  Mary  Woodward,  of  Connec- 
ticut, the  widow  of  Lieutenant  Woodward,  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
asking  for  a  pension;  and 

The  petition  of  Lot  Davis  for  a  pension  in  con- 
sideraUon  of  a  disability  incurred  in  the  United 
States  service  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  ask  respectfully 
what  is  the  purport  of  all  these  applications  from 
which  the  Naval  Committee  asked  to  be  discharged  ? 
They  all  ask,  I  believe,  pensions  for  naval  service. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  They  are  me- 
morials for  the  allowance  of  pensions  for  injuries 
sustained  in  the  naval  service  of  the  country.  The 
examination  I  have  given  the  subject  has  con- 
vinced me,  that  heretofore  that  class  of  eases 
has  been  considered  and  reported  upon  by  the 
CommiUee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The  committee  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  instructed  me  to  ask  that 
these  cases  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs have  imanimously  passed  a  resolution,  that 
they  will  report  back  cases  of  this  kind  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  It 
is  no  argument,  as  a  reason  for  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  that  the  pension 
arose  from  services  connected  with  the  Navy — no 
more  than  that  pensions  growing  out  of  military 
operations  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  As  a  member  of  the  Naval 
Committee,  I  shall  object  to  the  reference. 

Mi-.  HARRIS.  I  will  state,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  that  these 
cases  belong  to  the  Naval  Committee.  The  com- 
mittee are  willing  to  discharge  the  duty,  but  after 
an  examination  of  that  class  of  cases,  and  from  the 
precedents  heretofore  established,  the  committee 
think  that  they  appropriately  belong  to  the  other 
committee.  I  desire  to  get  the  sense  of  the  House 
OS  to  which  is  the  appropriate  committee  for  the 
consideration  of  that  class  of  cases. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  will  merely  state,  that  the 
chief  ground  upon  which  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  applied  for  a  clerk  was,  that  their  time  was 
very  much  engaged  with  private  claims.  Here  is 
a^ommittee  appointed  specially  for  the  considera- 
tion of  these  particular  cases,  and  I  beg  the  House 
will  refer  these  memorials  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee, and  not  refer  them  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  concur  with 
the  ffentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  in  re- 
gard to  the  disposition  whicn  ought  to  be  made  of 
tnese  memorials.  If  I  understand  them  correctly, 
they  concern  pensions,  and ,  therefore,  ought  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  I  stated 
this  morning,  and  it  fs  very  proper  to  say  it  here, 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  more  of 
these  cases  than  it  is  possible  for  them  to  attend 
to.  So  far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  T  do 
not  care  a  farthing  whether  the  House  give  a 
cl^rk  to  that  committee  or  not.  I  do  not  ask  a 
clerk  for  them ,  upon  my  own  account.  I  believe  no 
one  will  charge  me  with  neglect  of  duty,  as  head 
of  that  coftimittee,  so  far  as  I  have  capacity  to  do 
it.  No. one  will  charge  me  with  want  of  industry, 
at  least  as  much  industry  as  ought  to  be  applied 
to  public  business  under  these  circumstances.  I 
say  to  the  House,  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  do 
the  business  of  that  committee,  as  things  now  are. 
I  shall,  however,  do  as  much  as  I  can,  and  the 
balance  I  shall  leave  undone.  I  think  it  is  wholly 
unnecessary  to  send  this  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  when  another  committee 
can  more  appropriately  dispose  of  it.  I  say  fur- 
ther, that,  it  it  goes  there,  it  cannot  probably  receive 
the  attention  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HALL.    I  move  that  these  memorials  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 


sions. 


Mr.  BOCOCK.  The  question  raised  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions 
is,  whether  these  subjects  come  legitimately  before 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.    1  believe  the  practice  of 
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this  House  hna  been  both  ways.  Very  many  of 
these  petitions  have  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Nttval  Affairs;  and  many  of  them,  also, 
have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions.  The  appropriate  duties  of  these  com- 
mittees, it  seems  to  me,  can  be  ascertained  by  re- 
ferring to  the  rules  establishing  the  committees,  and 
defining  their  duties.  Now,  upon  reference  to 
the  rules  in  relation  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  I  find  *•  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

•  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensfc>ns  to  take  into  con- 

•  sideration,  all  such  matters  respecting  invalid 
•pensions  as  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
•House.'* 

The  rule  does  not  say,  invalid  pensions  arising 
from  service  in  the  military  establishments  oC  tlie 
country,  but  it  says,  ••all  such  matters  respecting 
invalid  pensions  as  shall  be  referred  to  them  by 
the  House.** 

When  I  refer  to  the  other  rule  defining  the  du- 
ties of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  I  find  it 
provides  that  ••it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflfairs  to  take  into  consideration 
al  1  matters  which  concern  the  naval  establish- 
ment, and  which  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon;  and 
also  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures 
08  may  contribute  to  economy  aAd  accouil lability 
in  the  said  establishment." 

It  seems  to  me  perfectly  clear,  under  this  defini- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  that  those  petitions  relating  to  invalid 
pensions  do  not  go  before  the  committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  but  to  the  committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
aions,  according  to  the  express  terms  of  the  rule 
defining  the  duties  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  KUHNS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  oueaiioh  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  oraered^  which  was  upon  recom- 
mitting the  memorials  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  Perrigo,  of  New 
York,  for  arrears  of  pensions  aue  to  her  late  hus- 
band; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  there  is  a 
report  accompanying  the  paper?  If  so,  I  ask  that 
it  be  printed.  I  think  the  rule  should  be  adopted 
in  all  cases  to  print  adverse  reports. 

"*»Ir.  HARRIS  moved  that  the  report  lie  upon 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered, 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  from  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  A.  Willis, 
praying  for  arrearages  of  pensions  from  1839  to 
1850;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  ipeported  the  following  bills;  which 
were  severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
Iheir  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and,  with  the  reports  accompanying,  ordered  to 
be  printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  late  George  Cassady; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haven;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Dwellys. 

Mr.  EASTMAN,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  in  the  following  cases,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  of  Fielding  G.  Brown,  asking  fbr 
an  invalid  pension  for  injuries  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States;  and 

The  petition  of  John  O.  Hodge,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  now  receiving  a  pension  for  disability,  ask- 
ing f«»r  an  increase  of  pension. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  entered  a  motion  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  case  of  Fielding  G.  Brown. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  EASTMAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  PennoM  be 
Aschfirired  fVt>m  tiie  fVirther  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Robert  Gibson  for  apensioa,  as  an  invalid  in  tlie  war  of 
1813 ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  the  Committee  on,  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills;  which  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
tittes,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
*l«de  the  or^er  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and, 


with  the  reports  accompanying,  ordered  to  be. 
printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Walter  Bay- 
ard; and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Murphy,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  M  ARTIN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  in  the  following  cases;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  of  Clemens  Eaton,  for  arrears  of 
pension; 

The  petition  of  Henry  and  Robert  Blow,  of 
Tennessee,  for  arrears  of  pension  for  services  in 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812; 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Hager,  jr.,  of  Scoharie 
county.  New  York,  for  arrears  or  pension; 

The  petition  of  John  Davenport,  of  Missouri, 
for  arrearages  of  pension  from  1824  to  1844; 

The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  H.  Dysen, 
of  Tennessee,  on  account  of  services  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  more  recent  wars 
with  the  Indians; 

The  petition  of  Hall  Hutson,  for  a  pension  on 
account  of  disability  in  the  war  of  1812;  and 

The  petition  of  Brooksey  Bell,  of  Washington 
county,  Tennessee,  asking  for  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion to  $8  per  month. 

The  petition  of  Lucy  Morrison,  of  Kentucky, 
the  widow  of  Archibald  Morrison,  for  a  pension 
on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband  from  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates; 

The  petition  of  David  Troxell,  of  Tennessee, 
asking  tor  an  invalid  pension;  and 

The  petition  of  Thomas  RuaBell,a  disabled  me- 
chanic, of  the  National  Armory  at  Harper's  Fer- 
ry, asking  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  the  latter  was  a  case  of 
great  hardship,  but  could  not  be  admitted  without 
forming  a  new  class  of  cases. 

Mr.  KUHNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Penoiona,  reported  the  following  bills;  which  were 
severally  read  a  firsi  and  aecond  time  by  their 
titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  fiur  to- 
morrow, and,  with  the  reports  accompanying, 
ordered  to  be  pnnted,  viz: 

A  biU  for  the  reUef  of  Elizabeth  E.  V.  Fields, 
the  widow  of  Captain  G.  P.  Field«,  of  the  United 
States  Army; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Miller,  a  aoldter 
in  the  wi^r  of  1812;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  William  Lyndi,  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  KUHNS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  ad  verse,  report  in  the  case  of  Mosee  Olmstead, 
of  New  York^  for  a  pension;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  repqrt  on 
the  petition  of  David  Montgomerjr,  for  arrears  of 
his  mvalid  pension  for  disability  incurred  in  the 
war  of  18 13;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio, 
Ordered,  That  the  Gommittte  on  Invalid  Pensions  be 
diacharged  fW>ro  the  finlher  oencideratiofi  of  the  petitlea  of 
Sam  Slick,  of  Berford,  Pennsylvania,  aakiog  for  a  pension 
fbr  services  rendered  by  his  father  in  the  revolatinnary  war, 
and  Uiat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary PensioBti. 

Mr.  PRICE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills;  which  were 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their  ti- 
tles, referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whote  Hotsse, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morro#,  and  or- 
dered to  b^  printed,  togetner  with  the  accompany- 
ing reportd,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  D.  Piatt,  of  New 
York;  and 

A  bill  for  an  increase  of  pension  to  Henry  Clidc, 
of  Cocke  county,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit* 
teeon  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  tlie  following  bills; 
which  were  severally  reaa  a  first  and  second  time 
by  their  titles,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row, cmd,  with  the  reports  accompanying,  ordered 
to  be  printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Staple;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Stafford,  a  soldier 
of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  luTalid  Pensions,  reported  back  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  L.  Worth,  widow  of  the 
late  General  Worth,  of  dre  United  States  Army, 


without  amendment,  and  moved  its  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  that  it  be  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  moment,  to  enable  me  to  ofi*er  an  amendment 
to  that,  bill  to  go  with  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HARRIS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clauss.andia- 
serting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following; 

That  the  Scereuuy  of  the  Interiorte,  aad  he  is  hereby  dh 
reefed  to  place  the  name  of  Mn<.  Margaret  L.  Worth,  widov 
of  the  late  Generaf  Worth,  upon  the  peDsion  roll  at  the  rate 

of  thurty  dollars  i>er  month,  to  coinnif  nc«on  the 6m.j  «f 

,  aod  to  eentinaA  for  tne.y^tae :  Proi^ded,  Thai  in  can 

of  the  death  or  marriage  of  the  Mid  Mra.  Mamiret  L.  Worth 
before  the  expiration  of  the  eaid  Ave  years,  the  peusino,  flir 
the  remainder  of  the  time,  i^all  be  paid  to  the  ctiHdren  of 
the  said  General  Wrmh,  if  dieie.be  any  nnder  the  ifc  of 
aixleen  yean,  and  If  there  he  no  children  under  the  •<«  of 
sixteen  yean,  said  pension  shall  cease. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  tkt 
bill,  with  the  amendment  thereto,  was  then  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to*morrow,  and  ordered  (a 
be.printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York,  from  Uie  Commit- 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  mode  adverse  reports  on 
the  following  cases;  which  were  ottered  to  lie  oo 
the  table,  and  be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  ofMoses  Cremer,  fi>r  arrearagettif 
invalid  pension,  on  account  of  disability  incurred 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States; 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Smith,  of  Maine,  for  «^ 
rearages  of  pension; 

The  petition  of  John  Pearl,  of  Maine,  fbr  anew* 
ages  of  pension; 

The  petition  of  Peter  Frost,  for  arreangct  of 
pension; 

The  petition  of  Abraham  Pettingin,fbra]iinta- 
lid  pension; 

The  petition  of  Joshua  Lewis,  a  disabled  ae- 
dianic  in  the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry; 

The  petition  of  John  Harrington,  fbr  a  back 
pension; 

The  petition  of  Shebal  Adams,  fbr  a  pension  oo 
account  of  disability  from  exposure  in  theserriet 
of  the  United  States; 

The  petition  of  Cornelius  Zielie,fcir  a  back  pen- 
sion; 

The  petition  of  Lewis  Robert,  fbr  a  pesnoh  on 
account  of  disability  incurred  in  the  war  of  181^; 
and 

The  petition  of  John  English,  for  a  pension  for 
a  disability  incurred  in  the  service  of  the  Uoiwl 
States  in  vie  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MOLONY,  from  the  Commifctee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills;  which  vtrt 
severally  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  their 
titles,  •  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholt 
House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  tc»gether  with  the  ac- 
companying reports,  viz: 

A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  B.  B.  BenneH;  and 

A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Matmce  Simons. 

Mr.  MOLONY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  ot  whidi  previoui 
notice  had  been  given. 

Mr.  SACRETT  objected. 

Mr.  MOLONY,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Inralid 
Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  in  the  foUowinj 
cases;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed,  viz: 

The  petition  of  Catharine  Clark,  the  admiw*- 
tratrix  of  Joseph  Clark,  for  a  pension; 

The  petition  of  Robert  Trevitt,  fbr  tartsns^ 
of  pension;  and 

The  petition  of  Aaron  Adams,  of  Grant  coan^, 
Kentuclcy,  asking  for  the  increase  of  his  invafid 
pension. 

Mr.  MOLONY  mov^  that  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Asa  Leach,  for  a 
pension  on  account  of  wounds  received  in  the 
naval  service,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  tliat  th*  p^jtion  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Penatons} 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOLONY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  ^"▼»**<*^^'?S!!L-J 
Mmtmmd  ftom  She  ftvtlier  eoosidefatioa  oTthe  pelUioa  m 
Phobe  ThommoD,  the  widow  of  Joha  XhOBPSa«»»«»  ■ 
peniiOD,  and  mat  itdo  Ue  oa  the  lahlt' 
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Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Coimiutt«9  on  RoiuLi 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  set  apart  and  sdl  to 
Asa  Whitney,  of  New  York,  a  portbn  of  the 
pubKc  funds  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  railroad 
from  Lake  Michigan  or  the  Mississippi  river  to 
the  Pacific  ocean ;  which  was  read  a  first  nnd  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  R.  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  it 
be  printed. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  to  refer  it  to. the  Com* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  that  this  bill  will  not  be 
referred  to  the  Com mittee/in  "Public  Lands,  It 
has  been  considered  thoroughly  by  one  of  the 
eomnuttees  of  this  House,  whicii  is  certainly  as 
competent  to  consider  it  as  is  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  the  result  of  their  labors  is  be- 
fore the  House.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it 
ahoald  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  That  committee  has  already  as  much 
bunneas  as  it  can  attend  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Did  not  the 
bin  come  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  It  did;  and  that  committee 
have  bad  it  before  them  ever  since  it  has  been  in 
Consress. 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  Mr.  Robin- 
•oir't  motion,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re* 
ported  back  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  Rock 
Island  and  De  Moines  Rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  with  an  amendment;  which  was  referred  to 
the  CooQoiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
(be  following  bills;  which  were  read  severally  a 
firat  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  referred  to  the 
Conunitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  construction  of  military  loads  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Arkansas  river; 

A  \>ill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  river,  between  Pittsburg  and  the  fietUs  at 
Louisville; 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  river  below  the  falls  at  Louisville, and  of 
the  Mississippi  river;  and. 

A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
(he  Missouri  river.     

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE,  from  the  ComraUtee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  back,  without 
unendment,  House  bill  No.  68,  being  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  survey  of  sites  for  certam  artificial 
reservoirs  to  be  constructed  at  the  main  affluence 
of  the  Ohio  river,  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
heretofore  submitted  by  Charles  Ellet,  jr.,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment.  House  bill  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  the  ihlls  of  the 
Ste.  Marie  river,  at  the  mouth  of  X^ake  iSuperior; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentuckr,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Public  Buiklings,  mane  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  memorial  of  certain  laborers  on  the 
public  bttildingsi  asking  for  an  increase  of  wagea; 
which  was  ofdered  to  lie  on  the  tebie  and  be 
printed. 

Mr. S., from  the. same  committee,  reported  a 
WH  to  antborijfe  the  Secretary  of  War  to  purchase 
of  Mr.  William  H.  Winder,  the  building  now  m 
the  oeeoponey  of  the  Gknremment,  situated  on  the 
eomer  of  Seventeenth  and  F  streets,  in  the  city  of 
Washington;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
timeby  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
tD  be  minted. 

Bffr.  THXTRSTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  resorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram 
Moore  ana  John  Hascal,  for  the  renewal  of  a 
patent  on  a  reaping  and  thrashing  machine;  which 
^iM  read  a  first  and  second  time  bjr  its  title. 

Mr.  T.  moved  to  put  the  bill  on  its  passage. 
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rCries  of  "Read  the  bill!"] 

The  bill  was  then  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  THURSTON.  That  is  an  important  m- 
vention.  The  patent  expired  in  1850,  and  is  of 
no  benefit  to  the  inventor  at  all.  He  can  only 
use  it  himself.  He  has  expended  about  $30,000 
in  perfecting  the  machine.  I  hope  it  will  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Do  1  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Thurston,]  to 
move  to  put  that  bill  on  its  passage  ? 

Mr.  THURSTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  desire  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  passing 
this  bill  now,  if  the  committee  will  listen  to  me. 
I  wish  to  say  to  the  House,  in  the  first  place,  that 
this  bill 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  ask  whether  the  vote  has  not  been  taken  on  re- 
ferring this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not  been  taken. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House  five  minutes.  The  bill  proposes  to  reiiew 
the  patent  rights  of  Hascall  &  Moore,  in  their 
harvesting  machine — not  a  common  thrasher,  or 
separator,  or  a  reaper,  but  a  combination  of  the 
wnole,  and  in  conflict  with  none  of  them — a  ma- 
chine that  has  just  been  perfected  under  fourteen 
years  of  labor,  and  from  which  the  inventors  have 
never  drawn  a  farthing.  *  It  is  a  machine  that  can- 
not come  in  conflict  with  any  existing  machine. 
It  is  one  that  auo^mentsUhe  aCTicoIturel  facilities, 
for  reaping,  cieanmg,  an.d  gathering  grain.  The 
inventors  nave  been  made  poor  in  the  process  of 
perfecting  their  invention,  which  process  has  cov- 
ered the  entire  period  for  which  the  patent  was 
granted;  and  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  service  to  them, 
the  patent  ought  to  be  granted  to  them  now^  for 
they  have  not  the  ability  to  wait  upon  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  House,  and  resort  to  the  ordinary  ap- 
pliances made  use  of  for  that  purpose.  This  is  a 
brief  history  of  that  matter.  It  is  a  machine  that 
can  only  be  perfected  upon  the  prairies  of  the 
United  States  It  is  not  adapted  to  the  smaller 
farming  operations  of  the  East,  or  to  the  woody 
portions  of  the  United  States.  I  regard  it  as  an 
act  of  naked  iustice  to  the  genius,  labor,  and  per- 
severance of  those  eentlemen,  that  the  grant  should 
be  made,  for  they  have  never  yet  derived  a  dollar 
from  it.  There  are  but  two  perfect  machines  tliat 
have  ever  been  built,  and  those  machines  have  cost 
them  fourteen  years  of  trial  and  labor,  and  all  the 
money  they  and  their  friends  could  procure,  to  the 
amount  of  ^,000  or  |30,000.  I  hope  the  House 
will  pass  it  as  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  am  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  character  of  this  case.  I  only  know  it  la 
an  application  for  a  renewal  of  a  patent.  But  I 
suppose  there  has  been  no  renewal  under  the  gen- 
eral law,  authorizing  renewals  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents;  but  I  know  such  a  case  is  one, 
my  judgment,  which  should  not  be  passed 
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without  the  deliberation  of  this  House.  It  is  ask 
ing  quite  too  much,  for  the  Committee  on  Patents 
to  come  into  this  House  and  say  that  it  is  a  case 
which  comes  in  conflict  with  no  other  patent  that 
is  now  in  existence.  Sir,  that  is  covering  quite 
too  much  ground.  That  is  a  question  whicn  may 
belong  to  a  court,  which  may  belong  to  the  con- 
sideration of  many  other  patentees,  mterested  in 
this  Question. 

Whether  the  case  is  one  that  ought  to  pass  at 
all  or  not,  is  not  now  a  proper  subject  of  consid- 
eration. ^  It  is,  to  say  the  least,  one  of  a  class  of 
cases  which  demand  the  attention  of  this  House, 
and  should  not  be  acted  upon  precipitately.  I 
therefore  renew  the  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  feel  confident,  sir,  that 
if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sacektt] 
was  aware  of  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  bill, 
he  would  not  press  his  motion  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  tne  Whole  House. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
2 dr.  Cartter,]  I  will  state,  that  a  siniilar  bill  for 
e  relief  of  these  inventors  passed  this  House  at 
the  last  Congress,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  of  the  Senate,  and  by  it  reported  back 
favorably f  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  for  want  of 


time  to  reach  it.  This  bill  has  now  been  unani- 
mously reported  to  this  House  by  the  present 
committee,  and  they  unanimously  ask  that  it  shall 
be  put  upon  its  passage,  that  it  may  not  be  again 
lost  for  want  of  time.  As  the  honorable  member 
who  reported  this  bill  [Mr.  Thurston!  has  said, 
this  machine  can  be  used  only  during  the  harvest- 
ing season,  about  one  month  in  each  year.  So 
that  the  whole  use  of  it  under  the  original  patent 
has  been  only  fourteen  months. 

Most  inventions  can  be  used  every  day  and  can 
be  tried  and  tested  in  secret,  while  every  experi- 
ment with  this  one  must  be  made  openly  and  be- 
fore the  whole  community. 

I  reside,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  same  county  with 
these  inventors,  and  their  invention  has  been  per- 
fected under  my  own  eye.  They  have  expended 
the  whole  lifetime  of  the  former  patent  and  more 
than  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  perfecting  theii* 
machine,  and  have  not  derived  one  dollar  of  profit 
from  their  invention. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  ask  if 
the  patent  has  ever  been  renewed  under  the  ei.itd- 
ing  patent  laws? 

Mr.  STUART.    Nn,  sir. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  The  gentleman  does  not  un- 
derstand the  question.  They  have  had  a  renewal 
by  the  Commissioner  for  seven  years. 

Mr.  STUART.  No,  sir.  The  genUeman 
from  New  York  is  entirely  mistaken.  It  has  not 
been  renewed  at  all. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Tlien  I  have  only  to  say, 
they  have  no  business  here.  They  must  go  to 
the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
is  equally  misUiken.  Their  former  patent  has  ex- 
pired, and  Congress  alone  possesses  tlie  power  to 
extend  it.  They  applied  here  in  time,  but  their  biU 
of  the  last  session  was  lost,  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  all  about  this  question; 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  unqualifiedly,  that  a 
more  meritorious  application  cannot  be  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  nor  one,  the 
granting  of  which,  would  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  agricultural  community.  The  passage  of  this 
bill  cannot  interfere  with  tne  rights  of  any  other 
persons.  The  bill  simply  proposes  to  give  to* 
these  inventors  what  tney  have  invented,  and 
they  are  required  by  it  to  establish  their  inven- 
tions by  proof  before  the  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents, who  will  embrace  in  their  specifications  such 
inventions  only  as  they  can  so  establish.  And  cer- 
tainly aQ  that  they  have  invented,  they  are  enti- 
tled to,  upon  everjr  principle  of  justice.  All  that 
this  bill  proposes,  is  to  do  them  justice;  and  1  am 
not  willing  further  to  detain  the  House,  or  hazard 
the  success  of  the  bill  by  talking  ti^out  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  GeorgSi.  As  I  am  not 
opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  if  it  i« 
proper  to  do  so,  and  wishing  some  time  to  look 
into  and  consider  it,  I  would  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn,  and  then  this  question  will  come 
up  when  Mre  next  call  for  jreporCs  of  committees. 
I  only  euegest  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  am  so  satisfied  that  thia 
thing  is  right,  and  it  having  received  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  Committees  of  both  Houses,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  T  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill.    It  ^ves  fourteen  years*  extension 

Mr.  C3lR.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  motion.  T 
move  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  hope  not;  there  is  so  much 
business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  ORR*    1  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  POLK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
they  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Orr 
and  Meacham  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  54,  nays  73. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HAVEN,  Before  the  vote  is  taken,  I  desire 
to  learn  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  fMr.  Cartter,]  whether  there  was  anjr 
evidence  before  that  committee  in  reference  to  the 
assignment  by  these  patentees  of  their  right? 

Mr,  CARTTER.  I  recollect  of  none.  I  will 
state  to  the  gentleman  fromJNew  York 

The  SPEAKER.  This  conversation  is  not  in^ 
order,  and  can  only  be  allowed  by  unanimoufn 
consent.  /j 

There  was  no  objection^ 

Mr.  CARTTER.    *rhe  mathine  has  never  besn 
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perfected  so  as  to  make  it  the  subject  of  merchan- 
dise durins^  the  whole  life  of  the  patent. 

iMr.  HAVEN.  If  there  be  such  assignments, 
cautious  legislation  is  demanded  at  our  hands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  clearing  the  Speaker's  table. 

A  Voice.     It  will  take  a  whole  day. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  Speaker 
asks  for  the  unanimous  consent  for  that  purpose 
before  my  motion  is  put,  I  will  readily  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.     I  object. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  it  waa  decided  in  the  ajfiirmative — ayes 
72,  noes  58. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 
The  fonowing  petitions,  memnrialM,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  BUELL :  Tlie  petitioD  of  Jobn  Maun,  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  8WEETSER  i^ave  notice  of  his  denire  to  withdraw 
from  Uif*  files  of  the  House,  in  nrdnr  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  the  papers  of  C.  Nisewnrger  and  William 
8.  Suliivani. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON :  Petitions  of  citizens  of  Defiance 
county,  Ohio,  for  a  mail  route  from  Toledo,  via  Bryan  and 
Hicksville,  Ohio,  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Kanesville, 
Iowa,  asking  that  they  be  allowed  to  pnrcha^  the  land  on 
which  said  town  is  situated,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  superintend  the  survey  of  said 
town,  and  to  adjust  the  titles  to  lota  therein. 

By  Mr.  SCUuDER :  The  petition  of  Ezra  Taylor,  and 
130  others,  citizens  of  Dennis  and  Harwich,  Massachusetts, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  a  light-vesael  <m  Succonesset 
shoals,  in  the  Vineyard  sound. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  proceedings  of 
the  Berks  county  tariff  meeting. 

By  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illinois :  The  petition  of  citicens  of 
Hamilton,  Saline,  and  Gallatin  counties.  In  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, praying  that  a  mail  route  may  be  established  firoro  the 
town  of  AfcLanesboru*,  in  Hamilton  county,  to  the  town  of 
Equality,  in  Gallatin  county,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  Joseph  8. 
White  and  384  other  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Peim- 
■ylvania,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  some  mode  for  the  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  national  dtfficuliies  without  retort  to 
war. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine :  The  petition  of  Charles  T. 
Emerson  and  85  others,  citizens  of  Washington  county, 
Maine,  being  ship-owners,  ship-masters,  pilots,  and  others 
interested  in  navigation,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  building  a  light  house  on  Round  Island,  in 
the  entrance  of  Machias  river,  In  said  State. 

By  Mr.  BRAGG :  The  petition  of  Charles  Bingham,  mar- 
shal of  the  southern  distnct  of  Alabama,  prajring  fbr  addi- 
tional compensation  for  takins  the  census. 

By  Mr.  AIKEN :  The  resolutions  of  the  €leneral  Assem- 
bly of  South  Carolina  relative  to  the  estaMisbment  of  a 
branch  Mint  at  Charieston,  South  Carolina. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  Mint  in  that  city. 

Also,  the  nMunorial  of  Hugh  Craig  and  otiier  citizens  of 
the  Chesterfield  district.  Sooth  Carolina,  praying  for  the 
establishmenc  of  a  branch  Mint  at  Charieston,  South  Car- 
olina. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Robt.  Lau^^lin,  late  of  Westmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, deceased,  praying  compensatidn  fbr  property  de- 
stroyed during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  accompanying 
papers  withdrawn  Ooin  tiie  files  of  the  House. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  De  Amut,  praying  fbr  tfie  pas- 
sage of^  a  law  authorising  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay 
him  for  the  loss  sustained  in  carrying  the  mail,  with  the 
accompanying  papers  withdrawn  from  tiie  files  of  the 
House. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Law,  late  postmaster  at 
Water  Street,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  refunding  to  him  $68  33,  amount  of  Government  fbnds 
in  his  hands  as  postmaster,  and  lost  by  reason  of  thefbeshet 
of  July,  1851,  on  the  Juniata  river. 

By  Mr.  CHASTAIN  :  The  petition  of  Hngh  W.  Proud- 
Ibot,  one  of  the  heirs  and  adininlitrators  of  Captain  John 
Morrison,  who  served  in  the  Georgia  Continental  Line  du- 
ring the  war  of  the  Revolution,  {Haying  commutation  pay. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  February  2,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Morgan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  a  communication  from  the  dommis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Lantl  Office,  accompanied 
by  the  annual  reports  of  the  Surveyors  General 
of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Oregon  Territory,  which 
were  not  received  in  time  to  accompany  the  last 
annual  report;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.   BERRIEN   presented  the  memorial  of 


Catharine  Proctor  Hayden,  daughter  and  heir  to 
Colonel  John  White,  deceased,  praying  the  reim- 
bursement  of  advances  made  by  her  late  father, 
and  payment  of  the  seven  years  half  pay  due  for 
his  military  services  in  the  revolutionary  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hevolu- 
donary  Claims. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  desire,  Mr.  President,  to 
present  the  memorial  of  silk  manufacturers,  dyers, 
and  other  persons  interested  in  the  silk  trade  of 
the  United  Slates,  praying  that  Congress  may  re- 
peal that  part  of  the  tariff  law  of  1846  which  im- 
poses fifteen  per  cent,  duty  upon  raw  silk.  As 
the  facts  and  considerations  stated  in  the  petition 
are  important  with  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
parties  represented,  and  as  it  expresses  so  clearly 
the  distinctions  and  unjust  operation  of  the  tariff 
of  1846  in  reference  to  its  not  making  a  proper 
discrimination  between  the  raw  material  and  the 
manufactured  article,  I  hope  the  memorial  will  be 
read. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  Mar- 
tha L.  Downs,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Downs, 
commander  of  the  United  States  schooner  Gram- 
pus at  the  time  she  was  lost,  prayinf  that  the  same 
allowance  of  pay  may  be  made  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  persons  belonging  to  that  vessel,  as 
has  been  made  in  similar  cases;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  J. 
H.  Williams,  the  memorials  of  E.  D.  Austin,  D. 
Hurdle,  William  H.  Hood,  Carlton  Hall,  James 
M.  Waddill,  N.  McCrummer,  W.  H.  Marshall, 
T.  H.  Tomlinson,  John  B.  Goelet,  Brian  Helien, 
M.  D.  King,  and  John  A.  Selby,  assistant  mar- 
shals for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  North  Car- 
olina, praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  Dubuque 
and  Keokuck  lutilroad  Company,  held  at  Ana- 
mosa,  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  donation  of  land 
for  that  railroad;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  memorial  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census 
in  Oxford  county,  Maine,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Also,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maine,  in  relation  to  Louis  Kossuth  and  the  doc- 
trine of  non-intervention;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Perrie  and  Lucy  Perrie,  praying 
the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  certain  lands  held 
under  a  Spanish  ^pmt;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Christo- 
pher Knowlton,  praying  a  pension  for  services 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  JLo 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Michigan, 
praying  a  donation  of  land  to  that  State  for  the 
construction  of  the  Oakland  and  Ottawa  railroad; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Ghreen  Bay,  Wisconsin,  pray- 
ing the  sale  of  so  much  of  the  military  reservation 
at  Fort  Howard  as  is  not  needed  for  that  post; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants, ship-owners,  underwriters,  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  commerce  of  Baltimore,  prayin? 
that  the  act  of  March  3,  1847,  for  the  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty  against 
ships  and  vessels,  may  not  be  repealed  or  altered; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  a  memorial  of  oflicers, 
clerks,  and  others  employed  in  the  civil  and  mil- 
itary departments  of  tne  United  States  Gk>Tern- 
ment  in  Mexico,  during  the  late  war  with  that  Re- 
public, praying  to  be  aUowed  three  months'  extra 
pay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  Edward 
P.  Torrey,  legal  representative  of  Joseph  Tbrrey, 
an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war,  prayiiig  to  be 
allowed  interest  on  commutation  pay;  which  waa  || 


referred    to   the   Commiuce   on   Revdutioaary 
Claims. 

KEW  JERSET  Oil  Ko!f-15TERVEimON. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  I  hold  in 
my  hands  a  series  of  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  by 
their  authority  transmitted  to  me.  I  aai  that  they 
may  be  read  and  printed  i 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolutions,  as  followa: 

Joint  Reaolutiont  in  relation  to  GoTemorKoaiors  Md  the 
doctrine  of  national  non-inienrentioB. 

Whervtaa  Lonit  RoMiitb,  Governor  of  Hmogmy.  eiiM 
fh)m  his  eoontry  became  be  made  a  gallant  but  ini«Qcte». 
fal  atrofgle  for  his  country  *b  rights,  bat  come  m  the  United 
SiBtce,  an  invited  gftwi  of  the  uatio»— 

I,  Beit  resolved  by  the  Senate  mnd  Qeuerel  ji$$emUf  o/ 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  Louis  Roseufh  be  lamH 
to  \Mt  this  Legi»latUTe  at  its  prettent  session,  that  we  may 
extend  to  him  the  hovpitatity  of  the  State  and  SMwe  him  of 
our  sympathy. 

SL  Beit  reaotvedf  That  in  Louis  Kossutb  we  reeofaiie  a 
true  patriot,  and  the  able  and  eloquent  expoiHufer  of  cod> 
•titutiontf  rights  and  liberties;  that  we  ^mnathite  wiA 
him  and  his  countrymen  in  the  calamities  which  have  be- 
fUlen  tbetr  Aithertand }  that  we  deeply  de|4ore  that  the 
recent  glorious  titrugsl«  fbr  the  freedom  %f  Hungary  vu 
rendered  unsuccessftil  by  the  treascm  of  tbefr  general,  aod 
the  armed  intervention  of  Rassia,  contrary  to  the  princi- 
ples of  Justice  and  intemationaf  law  ;  and  that  we  tnm,  bj 
the  lilesfiing  of  Divine  Providence,  that  all  his  fntuce  eflbm 
in  the  cause  of  his  country  may  be  crowned  with  success, 
and  that  the  people  of  Hungary,  now  dispersed  or  down, 
trodden,  may  be  restored  to  fre«^m  and  happineM,  voder 
the  protecting  care  oi'  m  constitndonat  government  eiectad 
by  themselves. 

3.  ^fui  be  il  resolveif  That  every  nation  baa  a  right  ts 
alter,  modify,  aboIt»>b.  or  adopt  Its  own  form  of  goverameat, 
and  regulate  Its  own  internal  aflUrs,  and  tint  an  anned  in- 
tervention  of  any  other  aatkm  to  eoatrol  or  destroy  thii 
right  is  an  infraction  of  iniemationa)  law. 

4.  jfnd  be  it  reeolved.  That  the  snpremsey  of  the  DOS' 
intervention  law^  acknowledged  by  air  nations,  wonUt^ 
to  maintain  natteoal  rights,  preveot  national  wan,8Bd  giw 
a  lasting  peace  to  the  world. 

5.  jfnd  be  it  re$olvedf  That  our  Senators  and  RcpreswH 
tives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  obtain  the  passy  «(i 
resolution  by  Congrees,  Instructing  the  representftfro  et 
the  United  Slates  to  the  Gevemmento  of  Europe  » ti|e 
upon  those  Govemmeota  a  declaratimi  that  the  forriUe  \a- 
tervention  of  one  nation  to  r^ulate  the  internal  affiurs, « 
to  alter,  modiiy,  abolish,  or  prescribe  the  fbrm  of  goweti- 
ment  or  another  nation,  is  an  inAiaeiioQ  of  ttie  law  of  aa- 
tions. 

6.  Jini  be  it  reeobted.  That  the  Governor  be  reqoeitedtt» 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  tiie  President  of  tbs 
United  States,  to  Louis  Koaspth,  and  to  each  of  our  Sens* 
tors  and  Representatives  in  Congreaa. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  no  ont 
need  doubt  my  regard  for  the  old  Democratic  prin- 
ciple, that  the  representative  is  botmd  by  the 
wiU  of  his  constituents.  No  one  need  doubt  the 
profound  respect  which  any  expression  of  opinioa 
by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  will  commaBd 
from  me.  1  know  no  higher  honor  than  faithfully 
to  represent  my  native  State.  I  can  enjoy  no 
higher  satisfaction  than  to  fed  that  I  merit  her 
approval.  My  ambition  in  tl]e  discharge  of  tay 
duties  here,  is  to  promote  her  interests,  in  doine 
tkait  I  know  that  I  shall  promote  the  weliare  oi 
our  whole  country. 

Sir,  I  execrate  the  oppressors  of  poor  Hunga- 
ry, and  cordially  sympathize  with  the  Le^'sUture 
and  people  of  New  Jersev  in  her  sufferuigs.   I 
am  as  desirous  for  her  inaependence  and  the  ex- 
tension of  human  liberty  as  any  of  my  fellow- 
citizens.    Nevertheless,  I  am  constrainM  to  say, 
that  while  I  a^ee  to  every  sentiment  of  freedom 
and  love  of  liberty  contained  in  the  resohtiona 
which  you  have  just  heard  read,  I  do  not  entirelr 
concur  in  the  principles  of  public  law  by  which 
the  object  they  have  in  view  is  sotif  ht  to  be  ob- 
tained.  I  will,  therefore,  with  the  Sroate's  leave, 
proceed  to  state,  in  a  few  brief  remarits,  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion — ^what,  in  my  judgneot, 
are  the  reaponsioilitiefl  of  this  Qoremment,  sod 
the  course  we  ought  to  take  in  regard  to  otir  for- 
eign relations.    The  course  suggested  by  the  res- 
olutions is  not  precisely  the  one  preferred  by  mt. 
They  do  not  avow  the  principles  which  thkiOor- 
ernment  ought  to  assert  and  maintain— which  the 
United  States  always  has  asserted,  and  which  I 
hope  she  will  continue  to  assert  as  long  as  there 
is  a  singula  despotic  Government  existing  whose 
people  rise  to  aemand  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

Sir,  when  wecastoUreyesovertheworid— evetT" 
where — with  the  exception  of  America— w*  wt 
the  surface  of  the  whole  earth  appropriated  by 
absolute  monarchs.  The  only  countrr  which  en- 
joys republican  Government,  and  wnose  people 
adequately  appreciate  free  institutions,  m  "• 
United  States.  Those  free  institutions  compff 
hend  all  that  survives  of  free  principles  and  politi- 
cal liberty.    In  them  i«  concaitrated  all  thai  » 
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▼ahmbie  «f  what  man  baa  ever  aeMeved  in  i{tiali- 
fying  himself  fo^  self^vernment. 

The  Mosaic  Repubtio— Rome  and  her  Era- 
pire — the  transitory  Commonwealths  of  Ital)^  and 
Germany,  which  heraMed  the  revival  ofleamiogr — 
all  stand  as  beacon-li^hts  to  warn  and  instruct  us. 
All  that  is  of  value  in  the  institutions  of  the  Great 
Alfred  or  modem  Britain  is  ours— improved,  per« 
fected,  and  divested  of  every  element  which  can 
interfere  with,  or  enfeeble  the  soverei^ty  of  the 
people.  We  are,  in  truth,  the  residuary  legatees 
of  all  that  the  blood  and  treasure  of  mankind  ex- 
pended for  four  thousand  vears  have  accomplished 
in  the  cause  of  human  freedom.  In  our  hands 
alon«  is  the  precious  deposit.  Before  God  and  the 
world,  we  are  responsible  for  this  legacy.  Not  for 
our  own  benefit  only,  but  for  the  b^ent  and  hap- 
pineaa  of  the  whole  family  of  man.  What  course, 
then,  shall  this  Government  take  to  perpetuate  our 
fibertiea  and  to  diiTuse  our  free  institutions  over 
the  world? 

lat.  We  must  euard  our  constitutional  grant  of 
del^[ated  power  from  infraction.  We  must  abide 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  States  to  the 
General  GovemmenL  We  must  discreetly  exer- 
cise Che  powers  actually  granted,  and  abstain 
from  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  granted. 

Sid.  We  must  so  direct  the  foreign  affairs  of  this 
Government,  that  the  progress  of  liberty  shall  be 
promoted  and  not  retarded.  This  progress  may 
not  be  promoted  by  war  except  under  peculiar 
circumstances.  Peace,  as  I  said  upon  a  former 
occasion,  is  the  true  policy  of  this  Republic 
^  Peace^  is  the  aniraatine  genius  of  our  mstitu- 
tion8;*''and,  indeed,  ought  to  be  of  those  of  all 
nation^. 

But  the  whclit  world,  wherever  you  look,  with 
the  exception  of  a  portion  of  this  continent,  being 
under  monarehial  TOvemments,  1  desire  to  know 
how^  the  oppressed  and  fettered  nations  of  the 
earth  are  to  break  their  chains,  and  maintain 
themselyes  against  the  armies  of  despotism,  if  the 
\aw  of  nations  reads  that  there  shall  be  no  inier' 
vtnti^n  in  their  behalf? 

I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  any  proclamation 
of  principles,  which  may  be  construed  to  abrid^ 
the  ri^t  and  sacred  duty  which  belongs  to  this 
Govetament,  to  do  whatever  it  may  choose  to  do 
m  mid  oiaMv  people  who  are  striving  to  throw  off 
the  joke  of^despotism. 

Bttc,  Mr.  President,  there  are,  in  my  judgment, 
(kw  earfretncf ,  whidh  should  be  avoided  m  the  con- 
duct of  our  foreign  relations.    1st.  We  should 
not  r«ckle«!|ly  int^ere  with  the  affairs  of  foreign 
nations.     We  should  count  the  cost,  weigh  well 
the  duty  and  necessity,  and  be  sure  that  our  ob- 
jects are  practicable  and  attainable,  consistent  with 
the  princq^les  of  our  Government  and  promotive 
of  human  liberty  and  happiness.    Washington, 
•nd  the  master  spirits  of  that  age  of  great  men, 
knew  well,  that  in  the  infancy  of  this  Government, 
ire  were  not  able  to  cope  with  the  European  bel- 
ligerents who  had  given  us  such  just  cause  of 
onenee.    But  he  foresaw  the  period  when  this  Re- 
public would  be  able,  not  only  to  protect  itself,  but 
to  stand  forth  as  one  of  the  ^eatest  Powers  of  the 
esrth.    He  foresaw,  likewise,  that  our  mission 
vas  not  compatible  with  any  entangline  alliances 
vith  other  nations.     He  therefore  admonished 
tt  to  avoid  all  such  connection.    Notwithstand- 
ing, sir,  the  able  and  ingenious  manner  in  which 
the  invitation  has  been  given,  that  we  should  en- 
taiiele  ourselves  in  a  cocdition  with  Ghreat  Britain 
to  mclate  this  new  law  of  nom-4nierTet%iion  to  all 
ftations,  I  am,  so  fhr  as  it  respects  this  overture, 
for  abiding  by  the  advice  of  Washington — I  want 
DO  entangline  alliances. 

2d.  The  ouier  extreme  which  we  should  avoid, 
•nd  into  which  so  many  are  desious  that  we  should 
rush  headlong,  without  a  glance  to  the  future,  is, 
that  forretting  all  our  oblif^ions  and  duties  to  the 
cittse  of  humanity,  and  to  the  principles  of  uni- 
▼msl  freedom, 'wt  should,  fh>m  unworthy  fears 
or  false  conservatism,  hastUy  decide  that  we  have 
BO  ooneem  in  the  cofidition  of  the  world  beyond 
oor  own  boundaries :  hnd  precipitately  resolve, 
tint  in  no  event  and  under  no  circumstances  shall 
we  interfere  in  behalf  of  oppressed  nations. 

I  cannot  consent  to  jriela  and  abandon  thisnatu- 
nl  right,  which  all  nations  from  time  immemorial 
hire  exercised.  Sir,  I  say  that  intervention,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  helpii^  an  odious  tyrant  to  put 
down  Imerty— because  t«u  is  against  the  laws  of 
Qod  and  msn'  but  in  behalf  of  **  an  qipr—ssd 


'  people  who  implore  assistant,*'  is  not  only  in 

conformity  with  the  universal  prteHct  of  nations, 

but  it  is  sustained  and  inculcated  by  the  best 

authorities  on  pit6/tc  law, 

Vatiel  says: 

"  But  if  ilie  prince  attackini;  ftef^ndameiitiil  liiwa,  f^fvcs 
hts  lubjecta  a  lenl  right  to  rcMst  him — ^if  tyranny  becotnlnf 
tnsupportahl*,  obliges  the  nation  to  ri*e  in  their  defence, 
every  foreign  power  has  a  right  to  auceor  an  oppreaeed  peo- 
ple who  implore  their  awi«tauce. 

Again,  the  same  author  says: 

**  For  when  a  pedple  from  good  reaaoni  take  up  arms 
against  an  oppressor,  Justice  and  generosity  require  that 
brave  men  should  be  assisted  in  defence  of  ttieir  liberties. 
Whenever,  therefore,  a  civil  war  in  kindled  in  a  State,  for- 
eign powers  may  assut  that  party  which  appears  to  them  to 
have  Justice  on  its  side.  He  who  assists  an  odious  tyrant — 
he  who  declares  for  an  unjust  and  rebellious  people,  offends 
against  hill  duty." 

So  much  for  the  law;  now  as  to  the  practice. 
Mr.  Wheaton  says,  in  his  history  of  the  "Mod- 
ern Law  of  Nations:" 

"  The  first  war  of  the  French  Revolution  originated  In 
the  ap^ication,  by  the  allied  Powers,  of  the  principle  of 
armed  intervention  to  the  internal  affairs  of  France,  lor  the 
purpose  of  eheeking  the  progress  of  her  revolntionary  prio< 
dples  and  the  extension  vf  her  military  power.  That  this 
wan  the  avowed  motive  of  the  Powers  allied  in  the  Conti- 
nental war  of  17dS  will  be  apparent  from  the  examination 
of  historical  documents." 

He  says  again: 

<*That  the  measures  adopted  by  Austria^  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  at  the  Congress  of  Troppan  and  oi  Laybach,  in 
respect  to  the  Neapolitan  revolution  of  130,  were  founded 
on  principles  adapted  to  give  the  great  Powers  of  the  Euro- 
ptaa  conttnent  a  perpetual  pretext  Ibr  interfering  In  the 
iateriMl  concerns  of  its  diffbrdht  States.'* 

Mr.  Wheaton,  peaking  of  that  period  of  time 
between  the  peace  of  WsstphaUa  (1648)  and  that 
of  Utrecht,  of  1713,  says: 

**  Whatever  disputes  might  arise  as  to  its  [interventloDl 
application,  the  principla  ItMlf  was  aekoowiedged  on  all 
bands." 

Sir,  I  well  know  that  the  opponents  of  interven- 
tion are  in  the  habit  of  relying  on  isolated  paa- 
sages  from  writers  on  the  ulw  of  nations  in  sup- 
port of  this  doctrine.  But  it  wiH  be  found,  on  a 
thorough  examination  of  those  writers,  that  all 
they  mean  to  say  is.  that  no  nation  has  a  right 
to  interfere  with  the  domestic  concerns  or  the  mu- 
nicipal institutions  of  foreign  countries,  or  to  stir 
up  to  rebellion  their  citizens  or  subjects.  But  they 
all  agree  to  the  right  to  intervene  when  a  people 
have  actually  risen  and  are  striving  to  throw  off 
intolerable  oppression. 

It  is  my  deuberate  opinion,  sir,  that  we  not  only 
have  the  right,  but  that  it  would  be  our  duty,  un- 
der some  circumstances,  in  our  own  good  time, 
when  the  occasion  is  roper,  and  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable, to  assist  any  people  who  rise  to  achieve 
their  liberties  and  to  establish  a  republican  govern- 
ment. Sir,  it  has  been  practicea  by  all  nations 
from  time  immemorial;  and  all  the  paper  promul- 
gations which  will  ever  be  made  will  never  stop 
this  practice  among  nations.  The  only  way  in 
whicn  it  can  be  arrested,  is  by  anpealing  to  their 
interest  and  safety — by  boldly  aeclaring  that  we 
will  interfere  whenever  it  suits  us.  Sir,  what  law 
will  they  or  do  they  consult  except  the  law  of 
their  own  will  ?  You  cannot  chain  up  the  great 
Powers  of  the  earth  by  paper  declarations  of  the 
law  of  nations.  The  law  of  nations  in  modem 
times,  as  well  as  of  old,  is  the  law  qf  the  strongest. 
This  we  experienced  to  our  loss  and  sorrow  for 
many  years,  during  which  our  conimerce  was 
plundered  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for 
which  redress  has  been  vainly^  sought  up  to  this 
time  by  our  suffering  fdlow-citizens. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  nations  have  generally 
exercised  diis  right  for  the  purposes  of  oppression 
and  injustice,  and  in  hostility  to  the  rights  of  man- 
kind. But  a  better  time  is  coming,  the  time  when 
the  United  States  may  interpose  against  the  op- 
pressor and  in  favor  or  the  oppressed. 

Therefore,  I  am  unwilling,  aAer  tyranny  has  so 
long  had  sway,  and  lorded  it  over  the  destinies  of 
mankind,  now  to  avow  a  principle  which  leaves  to 
its  tender  mercies  the  happiness  of  the  whole  hu- 
man race. 

Sir,  an  avowal  by  us  of  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention would  raise  a  wall  up,  around  this 
Republic,  as  high  as  heaven,  and  would  shut  in 
the  light  of  liberty  from  surrounding  nations.  The 
avowal  of  such  a  principle  at  this  time  would  be 
received  with  one  universal  shout  of  joy  by  all 
the  potentates  of  Europe,  and  with  one  universal 
wail  of  lamentation  and  woe  by  all  true  lovers  of 
freedom  on  earth.    I  am  unwilling  to  gratify  the 


despots  of  ^  world  by  any  such  piroclamalion. 
What  hope  would  remain  to  the  oppressed  after 
such  a  declaratioa  ?  The  radiant  light  which,  ema- 
nating from  this  Republic,  has  so  long  cheered 
and  animated  their  hearts  would  shine  no  longer 
— all  would  look  black  and  cheerless,  and  despair 
would  settle  darkly  on  their  prospects. 

Besides,  would  not  tlie  establishment  of  the 
principle  of  non-intervention  as  the  law  of  nations, 
be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principles  declared 
by  Mr.  Monroe  in  relation  to  this  continent  ? 
Does  any  one  doubt,  that  if  this  country  felt  itself 
bound,  under  no  circumstances  and  at  no  time,  to 
interfere  with  the  affairs  of  Europe,  that  before 
many  years  monarchical  governments  would  be 
estabhahed  in  the  whole  Southern  portion  of  this 
continent  ?  Does  any  one  doubt  that,  before  many 
years,  the  Ishind  of  Uuba  would  be  a  dependency 
of  Qreat  Britain  ?  It  does,  then,  seem  to  me  pal- 
pable that  while  peace  is.  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try, and  while  we  should  always  bear  in  mind 
the  admonition  of  Washington  against  entangling 
alliances,  that  it  would  be  suicidal  to  the  honor,  to 
the  interests  and  prospective  power  of  this  Go- 
vernment, if  the  United  States  should  incur  any 
obligation  by  which  they  would  forever  be  forbia- 
den  from  interfering  in  tlie  affairs  of  other  nations 
whenever  circumstances  in  any  case  might  render 
it  nedessary.  Just,  and  expedient.  Therefore  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  principle  of  non-intervention 
would  be.  in  direct  violation  of  all  the  rights  and 
dutiea  of  a  free  and  independent  republic 

Now,  sir,  in  the  practical  application  of  these 
principles  to  the  important  topic  of  the  day,  I  will 
take  hold  of  that  iaea  which  others  seem  to  have 
handled  with  such  significant  deticacy.  I  am  not 
afraid  to  express  my  opinions  on  this  subject,  or, 
indeed,  on  any  other,  although  the  press  (wluch, 
God  knows,  is  brave  enou|^)  seems  to  shrink  from 
touching  it;  and  1  say,  for  one,  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  go  to  war  with  Russia  on  account  of 
Hungary,  partly  because  Russia  is  our  old,  and 
true,  and  faithful  friend,  and  partly  because  Hun- 
garian liberty,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
United  States,  is  at  present  an  idea  Utopean  and 
impracticable.  This  proposition  is  selt-evident« 
and  requires  no  demonstration;  it  b  an  impossible 
thing,  and  what  is  impossible  can't  nappeny 
never  come  to  pass.  But,  Mr.  President,  thou^ 
I  am  not  prepared,  nor  isilUng  to  go  to  war  with 
Russia,  or  to  disturb  the  present  state  of  things  in- 
Hunff^ary,  about  whidi  we  have  so  little  satisfae- 
tory  information,  I  will  once  more  repeat, and  de- 
clare it  in  the  fiioe  of  the  world,  as  my  opinion, 
that  this  Government  has  an  indnq^utabieand  per- 
fect right  to  interfere  whenever,  by  such  interfer- 
ence, she  can  promote  her  own  interests  and 
advance  the  cause  of  liberty— whenever,  by  such, 
interference,  she  may  successfully  rescue  from  tha 
grasp  of  tyranny  an  oppressed  nation,  whom  she 
may  see  fit  to  assist  ana  to  place  among  the  inde- 
pendent nations  of  the  world.  This  is  a  principle 
which  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  we  never  will  re- 
linauish.  It  is  an  inherent  principle  of  nationality, 
unaer  no  pretence  whatever  to  be  surrendered. 

Sir,  if  tymnts  have  used  it  heretofore  to  en- 
thrall mankind,  this  crowing  Republic  will  some 
of  these  days  use  it  for  their  frc«dom.  In  peace 
let  it  be  maintained  with  unfaltering  tenacity;  in 
war  let  it  be  asserted  by  all  the  power  of  arms; 
and  when  the  great  contest  begins,  as  before  1900 
it  must,  between  free  principles  and  the  right  of 
self  government  and  despotic  power,  then  let  it  be 
inscnbed  upon  all  our  banners— everywhere — 
wherever  they  float,  on  every  sea,  and  land*  and 
ocean  and  continent,  where  the  warfare  raees, 
let  it  herald  the  advent  of  freedom  and  nationalin- 
dependence,  and  the  discomfiture  of  tyranny  and 
oppression. 

I  move  that  the  resoltttion  be  laid  upon  the  table 
and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MILXiER.  I  have  also  received  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  just  presented  by  my  collea^e;  but 
as  the  subject-matter  to  which  they  relate  is  now 
before  the  Senate,  in  the  resolutions  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  I 
will  not,  at  this  time,  during  the  morning  hour  tres- 
pass upon  the  Senate  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
out  will  at  an  early  day  take  occasion  to  respond 
to  these  resolutions,  and  express  my  views  fully 
upon  the  important  matter  there  embraced. 

And  although  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  doc- 
trine of  instruction  in  any  of  its  forms,  yet  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey 
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will  klmrnya  receive  from  me  the  moii  profound 
eonoidenition  and  the  higheei  re«pect« 
The  motion  waa  then  agreed  lo.  • 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIX,  it  was 

Ordertdf  That  the  memorial  of  the  imiAtant  mardiaiB  for 
taking  the  census  in  Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  on  the  files 
or  tlie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coainilttee  of  Clalnn. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  CLEMENS,  it  was 

Ordereif  That  ibe  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  tlie  claim  of  the  State  of  Alaboma  for  interest 
on  deferred  )|ka]rments  on  the  Ave  per  cent,  fund,  under  the 
mamimoi  for  her  admiasion  iMo  the  Union,  bt  referred  to 
ttieCommittee on  Pub! fc Lands. 

On  iiiotioQ  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordtrwd,  That  the  mclDOrial  oftba  beiM  of  Haacal  Detefei- 
■lendy,  oo  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  reHwred  to  tbe  Cooh 
mitteeon  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Onltred,  That  thepetition  of  J.  EpoaCowan,  on  the  filea 
of  the  Swate ,  be  retered  to  the  CouuDiuee  on  PriTBte  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordtred^  That  the  petition  of  Charlea  H.  Boxenstein,  on 
tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  CommUtee  on 
Peotiou^. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PISH,  it  was 

Ordmredt  That  the  beiia  of  David  Noble  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition  and  papers. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTBES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Adorn  liuys,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  - 

He  also,  from  tne  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  tbe  bill  for  the  reUef  of  Philip  Miller, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  th^  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whieh  was  re^brrcd  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Washingrton  Gas  Light  Company," 
approred  July  8,  ld48y  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  refierred  the  memorial  of  the  Rector  of  St. 
John's  Church,  Washinfrton,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  St.  John's  Church,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington; wliich  was  read  aad  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  WhitUi  was  referred  the  bill  to  proTide 
fbr  the*  rempvml  of  obstmctions  in  Ute  river  Savan- 
nah, inthe  State  of  C^rgia,  and- for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  same,  reportra  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Joseph  H.  D.  Bowmar,  reported  a  bill  for  hni 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  tbe  second 
reading. 

CUBAN  PRISONERS  IN  SPAtN. 

iAr,  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  For-  ! 
eign  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  I 
the  relief  of  American  citizens  lately  imprisoned  : 
and  pardoned  by  the  Clueen  of  Spain,  reported  it 
without  amendment.  He  also  asked  the  unan-  ! 
imous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  have  the  bill  taken  , 
up  and  disposed  of,  as  it  was  of  urgent  necessity.  ' 

The  Senate  accordingly  proceeded  to  consider  I 
the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  ' 
amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  | 
Senate,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reaoing,  and  was  I 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  ! 

NOTJCBS  OF  BILLS.  | 

Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ; 
ask  leave  to  introdlice  a  bill  to  be  entitled  •*  A  bill  < 
r«latii>r  to  the  saleof  pub1i<!  lands  in  certain  cases. "  ; 

Mr*  WALKER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  lo 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ! 
henw  and  representalivta  of  Captain . 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  Senate 
oroceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  tba 
Whole»  the  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion, in  further  part,  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Mexico,  concluded  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

FLORIDA  SENATORIAL  ELECTION. 
Mr.  BERRIEN.    Being  compelled  to  leave  the 
city  to-morrow,  and  being  uncertain  as  to  the 


time  when  I  miry  be  enabled  to  return,  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  ask  to  be  relieved  from  serving  on 
the  select  committee  raised  on  the  memorial  of 
honorable  D.  L.  Yulee,  and  that  some  other  Sen- 
ator may  be  appointed  in  my  place. 

The  honorable  Senator  was  excused  from  fur- 
ther service  on  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.    U  will  be  necessary  for  1^ 
the  Senate  to  select  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, in  the  place  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  who  has  been  excused. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  hope  that  by  unanimous 
consent  the  Chair  will  be  allowed  to  appoirtt. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  committee  was  se- 
lected in  the  first  place  by  the  Senate.  The  Chair, 
therefore,  prefers  that  the  Senate  itself  shall  fill  the 
vacancy.  It  is  an  important  committee,  raised  to 
determme  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  seats  in 
the  Senate.  The  Chair  does  not,  therefore,  wish 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  filling  the  vacancy. 
He  trusts,  then,  if  such  is  tlie  pleasure  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  Senators  will  now  prepare  tlieir  ballots 
for  anotlier  member  of  the  committee.  Or  the  bal- 
loting can  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  mov6  to  postpone  it  until 
to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  wiU  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow, and  the  Chair  will  then  request  Senators 
to  prepare  their  ballots  for  a  member  of  the  select 
committee. 

DISCIPLINE  IN  THE  NAVT. 
Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that 
I  reported  somb  time  a^,  from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, a  bill  to  enforce  discipline  and  promote 
^ood  conduct  in  the  naval  service,  by  which  it  was 
intended  to  provide  a  substitute  for  corporal  punish- 
ment. That  biH^was  reported  by  the  committee, 
in  the  same  form  in  which  it  passed  the  Senate, 
with  great  unanimity,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  very  desirable  that  that  bill  should  be 
acted  on  speedily.  We  have  squadrons  now  about 
goin^  to  sea,  in  distant  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  important  that  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
should  have  some  system  to  enforce  discipline.  1 
should  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  to  which 
1  have  refiprred  this  morning,  but  for  the  fear  thAt 
it  mi^ht  interfere  with  the  honorable  Senator  fVom 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  McRae,1  who  is  entitled  to  the 
floor  on  another  subject.  1  wish  merely  to  say  at 
this-time,  that  I  believe  the  bill  will  not  occupy 
much  time.  It  is  a  case  of  emergency  that  it 
should  be  passed  at  once,  and  I  give  notice  that  I 
will  ask  the  Senate  to-morrow  morning  to  take  up 
the  bill  and  dispose  of  it. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  declaring  the  compromise  measures  a 
definite  settlement  of  all  questions  growing  out  of 
the  institution  of  slavery. 

Mr.  McRAE  resumed  and  finished  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  on  Thursday  last  against 
the  resolution.  At  his  request  its  publicauon  is 
deferred.    It  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  1  think  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  fMr.  Mc- 
Rae,j  who  has  delivered  a  speech,  which  will 
certainly  not  soon  be  forgotten  in  this  body,  tm 
well  for  its  substance  as  for  his  admirable  manner, 
has,  nevertheless,  fallen  into  an  error  as  to  the 
character  and  purpose  of  the  resolution  now  under 
the  considerauon  of  the  Senate,  submitted  by  his 
late  colleague  in  this  body;  and  I  wish,  for  a  few 
momenU,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  is  the  true  character  of  that  resolution. 

The  honorable  Senator  set  out  with  the  declara- 
tion, that  it  involved  the  merits  of  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  referred  to  in  it,  and  which'  form  the 
adjustment  or  con'promise  which  was  adopted  at 
the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress;  that  this  res- 
olution requires  in  every  one  who  votes  in  its  fa- 
vor, an  approval  of  each  and  every  one  of  those 
measures;  and,  therefore,  cannot  properly  receive 
the  support  of  any  member  of  this  body  who 
denies  or  doubts  the  propriety  of  any  one  of  those 
measures. 

Now  this  to  me  is  totally  and  absolutely  a  mis- 
apprehension of  what  the  resolution  contains. 
The  resolution,  if  I  am  able  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  plain  English  words  in  which  it  is 
drawn  up,  says  nothing  about  the  merits  of  any 
one  of  the  parUcuIar  acts  referred  to.  It  affinns 
nothing  as  to  the  excellence  or  propriety  of  ths 
particular  provisions  contained  in  any  one  of  those 
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acts.  It  proposes  no  approval,  OS  ths  IMA sfihii 
body,  of  the  provisions  contained  m  any  one  of 
those  acts.  It  declares  nothing  respectir.g  them, 
except  as  i^  whole.  It  declares  nothing  retpcctiog 
tliem,  except  that  those  acts  do,  as  a  whole,  is 
their  mutual  connection  and  dependence  upooi^ch 
other,  constitute  an  adjustment^constitnte  a  •€!• 
tlement — and  constituting  a  settlement,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  touched  by  the  legishuion  of  Coa. 
gn*ess  until  experience  shall  demonstrate  that  fur- 
ther legislation  is  necessary.  That  ii  what  ibt 
resolution  declares,  and  that  is  all  that  tbe  resolu- 
tion declares.  As  it  is  vary  brief,  allow  me  to  resi 
it  to  the  Senate : 

Be  U  rnoUted,  That  tbe  Mrte*  of  mtmmmf  entoSMi  is 
tbe  act*  entitled  <<  An  act  propoaing  to  ibe  Stale  ofTtxm 
the  establii>hmcnt  of  ber  northern  and  wectem  boMdarie*. 
the  relinqnif hment,  bv  the  *aid  State,  of  iril  territory eknm^ 
by  ber  exterior  h»  saM  boandarfes,  and  of  aU  ber  dabai 
upon  tbe  United  Stataa,  and  to  aaiabliMh  a  leniiorial  tovtra* 
incnt  for  New  Mexico/'  approved  September  9,  ]830 ;  *•  Am 
act  for  the  admiMinn  of  the  State  of  Califhrnia  into  fk« 
Union,"  approved  September  9. 1856;  <»  An  act  tonmbHA 
a  territorial  gov»nmment  for  Utah,"  aptptoved  Septetnker  f, 
1850 ;  <<  An  act  to  amend  and  MippleineDiary  lo  aa  act  en* 
titled  <An  act  retpocting  fugitive*  from  JiMtice,  and  peryoBi 
escaping  from  the  service  of  ibeir  nutetcrs,*  approved  Feb- 
mary  12, 1793,"  approved  Sf'pfember  18,  I8S0;and"  Anart 
to  tuppreM  tbe  alave  trade  in  the  Diatrirt  of  Cotaailn,'' 
approved  September  30,  1850.  common^  koowa  m  ito 
"  Uoiupromi*e  Act«,"  are,  in  the  jodgmeni  of  ibia  body,  a 
BCUlt^ment  in  principle  and  substance — a  final  aettleiaemof 
tbe  danirerou*  and  excittnc  ent^eet*  which  ibejr  etnkace, 
and  oiigbi  to  be  adberod  to  by  Congresa  until  liae  and  ex* 
perience  ahall  demonstrate  tbe  necenity  of  foctber  kgi«l». 
tion  to  guard  against  evasion  or  atnise. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  every  gantleman  who  is  a 
member  of  this  body,  if  anything  eanbtckarw 
than  that  the  resolution  affirms  nothnag  but  tlui: 
that  these  measures  constitute  a  settlement  ef  the  - 
questioDs  to  which  they  referred  and  which  tliejr 
embraced.    Why,  it  is  there  in  plain  and  uniiNi* 
takable  language.    There  is  not  one  word,  hoer, 
or  syllable  in  tlie  resolution  that  says  anyaacof 
those  measures  was  in  in  itself  the  wisest  or  iha 
best;  or  that  it  was  even  wise  or  good,  considered 
by  itftelf.    The  affirmation  is,  that  these  roeararei 
constitute  a  settlement;  ai>d  from  that  is  dedaced  a 
further  assertion,  tJiat^  conatituting  a  astdeotent, 
they  ousrht  to  be  tried,  they  ought  to  be  aUovcd 
to  rest,  they  should  not  be  interfered  with  until  bv 
time  and  experience  the  necessity  of  chants  shall 
be  demonstrated.    Is  not  that  cle^?    Why,  in 
the  very  ordinary  transactions  of  hfa,  if  half  t 
dozen  individuals  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  part- 
nership transaction,  or  any  other  mutual  biniocH» 
come  to  a  settlement  of  pending  difficulties  bciw«es 
them,  aiMl  that  seulemeot  should  be  made  by  mu- 
tual grants  and  releases  among  them,  might  it  not 
be — would  it  not  he  affirnoed,  that  those  mtiuial 
acts  of  grant  and  release  constituted  a  settlemesti 
and  ought  to  be  adhered  to?    But  surely  it  nerff 
would  be,  it  never  could  be  understood,  that  eaoh 
and  every  one  of  the  parties  entenng  into  this  bm- 
tual  arrangement  with  regard  to  their  diffieolticti 
approved  (u  each  and  everything  that  was  done  is 
the  whole  series  of  measures  that  constituted  thf 
adjustment.    Certainly  not.    Therefore,  as  &r  as 
1  am  able  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  las- 
guage  in  whieh  this  resolution  is  ootiched,  thert  if 
not  m  it  a  single  word,  letter,  or  syllable  which  af- 
firms anything  about  any  one  of  these  measttre8,or 
does  anything  but  declare  that,  together,  they  eoo- 
stitute  a  settlement.  Asettlementhow?  lopnaoiple 
and  substance.    It  does  not  declare  that  theprinci- 
pies  of  each  and  every  separate  measure  were  right 
principles;  but  that  the  whole  together  cenati- 
tuted,  in  principle  and  substanee,  a  settleiseat. 
Yfhy  in  principle  and  aobstance?   Because  thcat 
measures  were  separate  and  distinct  acts  of  hgi*' 
lation,  and  do  not,  in  form,  appear  to  be  a  set- 
tlement.   Each  one,  on  iu  iace^  staads  as  as 
independent  exercise  of  the  legislative  pewir. 
Therefore,  they  do  not  constitute,  in  form,  a  set- 
tlement.   But  the  language  of  the  resolution  vh 
that  they  constitute  a  aetuiement  in  pnncipleaDd 
substance.    This  means,  that  although  thty  were 
all  separately  passed ,  they  were  all  designsd^^cy 
were  all  undenitood — they  were  all  voted  upoo  by 
those  who  passed  there,  with  the  uoderftasdrng 
thai  there  was  a  mutual  connection  and  ^'•P^'jJ 
ance  between  them;  and  that  after  they  »•»*•** 
passed,  they  were,  and 'were  entitled  to  ^••J*?* 
sidered  a  settlement  of  the  questions  embracw  « 
them.    I  shall  vou  vary  cheerfully  for  this  «•»• 
lution ;  but  i  shall  not  consider  ^Y*^^*"*J'^'^^^ 
as  expresgingt  m  the  renvotest- degree,  ***^PJ*2 
tbaX  i  approve  of  allf  or  any  ooe  of  ihiit  sep^w* 
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ntaaiireslifitetlfooMidArad*    It  is  trve  I  do  apr 
prove  of  most  of  these  mewtires.    I  approved  of 
t^MB  at  the  time.    But  in  rotini;  for  thia  reeolu* 
tion  I  shall  express  no  such  sentimeiH;  I  shall 
tMnAy  express  this:  that  these  measures  consti- 
tuted a  settlement;  and  that,  irrespective  of  my 
ofMoion  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  particu- 
lar measure  which  entered  into  and  formed  that 
settlemsiM*  the  seMlsment  ought  to  be  adhered  to; 
it  ouglit  to  be  tried  until  it  s^H  be  ascertained  by 
experience,  that  it  is  necessanr  that  Congress 
slioukl  eater  into  further  acts  of  legislation  upon 
the  subject.    That  is  what  I  understand  by  it. 

A  wrord  now  in  regard  to  the  form  which  the 
rsaolMtion  has  assumed  in  consequence  of  the 
aaacndmeiit  which  1  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  Senate.    If  I  understood  the  Hoaorable  Sena- 
tor fronn  Mississippi,  he  said  he  considered  the 
raaektuon  better  in  its  original  shapo^—Uable  to  less 
objeetMHi^-^ne  for  which  he  could  vote — while  he 
would  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  vote  for  the 
reapltt&toD  in  its  present  form.    Let  us  see  what 
theon^nal  resolution  in  this  respect  dtelares;  and 
how  it' stands  in  its  amended  form;  and  let  us  see  if 
there  isenythingp  in  it,  in  its  present  form,  that  can 
becodsidered  ob|ectionable,  which  did  notexist  iua 
hi^kcr  degree  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  originally 
proposed.    The  original  resolution  says  that  these 
meaaures  '*  are,  in  i£e  iodgntent  of  this  body,  en- 

*  titled  to  be  recognized  as  a  definitive  adjustment 
*and  settlement  of  the  distracting  questions  grow- 

*  ing  oat  of  the  system  of  domesUc  slavery — and 

*  as  such  said  measures  should  be  act^uiesced  ia 
^aad  Ihithlully  observed  by  aU  sood  citizens." 

hk  what  sense  is  an  approval  of  the  particular 
measures  referred  to — of  the  merits  of  the  several 
Ml»of  CoogrSss  cemposing^  that  series  of  mens- 
oree — how  is  an  opinion  expressed  upon  the  merits 
of  these  paslicular  measures,  more  in  the  amended 
fsrai  than  in  the  original  form  of  the  resolution  ? 
The  ongiBal  form  deelarea  that  they  are  entitled 
to  be  recognized  as  a  definitive  adjustment  and 
mrkiusnt.  of  the  distmcting  questions  growing 
oat  of  the  system  of  domestic  slavery;  while  the 
ismadnd  vesolutioA  declares  that  they  are  a  settle- 
neat  in  principle  and  substance*-^  final  settle^ 
meat  of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  subjects  which 
they  embrace.     If  approval  is  implied  in  the  one 
case,  1  ptay  ywi  to  tell  me  if  the  ingenuity  of  man 
eao  Ahow  that  the  same  approval  is  not  imphsd  in 
dM  other  ?    It  cannot  be  aho wn .    Gentlemen  may 
assume  that  it  is  so:  gentlemen,  if  they  take  that 
view  of  it,  will^  of  course,  act  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  is  so.    But  I  maintain,  that  upon  a  just 
exposition  of  this  language,  the  idea  or  approval 
of  the  particulars  measures  constituting  the  adjust- 
ment, IS  no  more  expressed  in  the  one  cose  than  in 
the  other.     It  was  not,  therefore,  on  that  ground, 
that  I  submitted  the  amendment  which  the  honor- 
ablr Senator  from  Mississippi,  ^r.  Foots,]  who 
o&red  the  resolution,  felt  willing  to  acce|)t,  and 
which  he,  not  having  control  of  the  resolution,  in 
the  jttdppiiant  of  the  Chak,  was,  on.  a  division, 
adopted  by  the  Senate:  but  it  was  for  another  pur- 
pose.    Tue  resolution  as  originally  framed,  de- 
clared these  measures  were  to  be  acquiesced  in  in- 
definitely, under  all  circumstances,  without  any 
linutation.    I  suggested  then,  in  substance— ^I  do 
not  remember  the  particular  phraseology  which  I 
uied — that  there  was  at  least  a  plausible  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution  in  undertaking  to  give  an  un- 
alterable character  to  these  measures.    I  did  not 
esteem  that  objection  as  just;  still  it  was  enter* 
Coined;  and  I  wished  to  remove  from  the  resolu- 
tion every  objection,  not  only  real  but  plausible; 
and  therefore  suggested  the  amendmentoy  which 
it  is  declared  wra  regard  to  these  measures  that 
they  ought  to  be  maintained  untouched,  until  we 
see  what  wttt  be  the  result  upon  them  of  time  and 
experience. 

Ttaeoy  an  the  sssond  -place,  I  thoaght  that  the 
orieiiial  form  of  the  resolution  was  subject  to  a 
raJTolMaetion,  which  was,  that  the  Senate,  instead 
of  decfarine  what  ought  to  be  the  action  of  this 
bady,  would  declare  by  it  what  should  be  the  duty 
of  toe  etUKens  of  the  country.  It  seems  to  me 
unnecessary  to  declare  that  the  citizens  of  the 
GOHntry  ought  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  country; 
^d  at  the  same  time  I  thought  the  resolution  in- 
efficient, because  it  ought  to  declare  oar  own 
Yiswa  aad  our  own  purpose  with  regard  to  the 
Vnaintenance  of  those  laws— the  legislative  power 
^verfthatr  subject  ..being  ia  this  body  and  m  the 
t>ihcr  House.    It  was  upon  that.ground  that  this 


amendment  was  ofiTered  by  me^  and  it  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate.  And  1  must  say,  that  if  there  is 
anything  in  the  original  resolution  which  has 
merits  which  commend  it  to  the  favor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, no  part  of  those  merits  have  been  removed  by 
the  amendment  which  1  had  the  honor  to  submit. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  As  the  usual  hour  for 
adjournment  has  arrived,  if  the  honorable  Senator 
will  give  way  1  will  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  BADQER  assented. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoiroAT,  February  2,  1B52. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mosoan. 

TheJoumalof  Friday  last  wasread. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  he  discovered  that 
the  Journal  of  Friday  last  states  that  he  had  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  from  the  Committee 
on  Territories  the  bill  authorizing  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  to  call  an  extra 
session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. He  reported  the  bill  wi^  an  amendment, 
and  desired  the  Journal  to  be  so  corrected. 

It  was  ordered,  and  the  Journal  was  then  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  SIBL'EY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  aUow  him  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

MOORE  AND  HASCALL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last,  which  is 
the  consideration  of  bill  No.  193,  for  the  relief  of 
Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hascall,  upon  which  the 
previous  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  which 
main  Question  is  upon  the.motion  to  refer  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARTTER  called  for  the  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SIBLEY  again  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resa- 
lution: 

Resohtdj  That  the  Committee  on  PubUc  Larate  be  is- 
ttructed  to  inguire  iota  tfie  e<pedieney  of  dnvotlog  tbe  pro- 
ceed ^f  the  Fort  9tieluns  militaiy  reserve,  when  sold,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  in  lieu  of  a  Hire 
BViaber  of  acrat  of  kmd  already  graaled  by  CongreM  fbr 
that  porpota,  aad  thai  die  said  coiaauUeQ  report  1^  Ull  or 
otherwise. 

There  beings  no  objsctioa>  the  resnhitioo  was  in- 
troduced. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOLONY<  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  of  the 
House^-'one  which  I  mrely  ask,  but  always  vote 
to  grant.  It  is  simply  the  introduction  of  a  biU, 
of  which  previeua  notice  has  been  given,  which  I 
desire  may  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

It  was  men  nad  for  information,  as  foUows: 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Indi^ 
ana  the  right  of  way  for,  and  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  aid^  in,  the  construction  of  a  rmlroad 
from  Lafiayette,  Indiana,  across  the  Grand  Prairie, 
via  Middleport,  to  La  Salle  county,  Illinois. 

Mr.  SKELTON  obiected. 

Mr.  FOWLER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  SKBLTON  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already 
statsd  that  the  unfinished  businsss  of  the  House 
is  the  consideration  of  bill  No.  193,  bein?  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hascall. 
A  motion  was  made  to  commit  the  said  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  printed,  upon  which  the  previous 
question  was  moved  and  seconded,  and  tne  main 
queation  ordered  to  be  put;  and  upon  this  question 
we  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  submit  whether  the  pre- 
vious Question  was  not  called  upon  the  motion  to 
pass  it  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  the  effect  if  the 
House  vote  down  the  proposition  to  refer.  If  the 
House  refuse  to  refer  the  bill,  it  will,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  be  brought  to 
a  vote  upon  the^n^rossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  ask,  if  the  House  refuse  to 
rsfor  the  bill,  whether  it  will  be  then  open  to 
amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  not— the  previous 
question  having  been  ordered. 

Mr.  SACKETT.    I  only  wish  to  say  to  the 


Hsuse,  that  ^  hiU  gnmts  a  patent  for  fourteen 
years 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object  to  any  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER.    All  discussion  is  out  of  order* 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  Chair.  If  the  House  reAise  to  refer  this  oill, 
will  not  the  question  then  come  up  upon  its  en- 
grossment?   . 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will,  \mder  the  c^eration 
of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SACKETT.    I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Do  we  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  CAarrea,]  the  chairmaA 
of  the  committee,  as  objecting  to  the  bill  being 
read  ?  

Mr.  C A  RTTER.  The  eentleman  understands 
that  the  bill  has  been  already  rend  by  sections. 

Mr.  SACKETT,  Last  week;  and  I  ask  that 
it  be  read  again. 

The  quesuon  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill;  and  there  were — ^yeas  39,  nays  137, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — MeMrf.  Abercrombie,  Averett,  Bragg,  Caskte, 
Churchwcll,  Clinginan,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dnnham, 
&van«i,  Faulkner,  Picklin,  Floyd,  Gamtrte,  Ijihain  G.  Har- 
ri«,  MaTcn,  HoHaday,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Andrew 
Jnhnsnn,  Goorpe  W.  Junes,  J.  GInncy  Jnne9,  Knrtz, 
Letcher,  Manon,  Mtll^n,  Olds,  OotlaTr,  ^aaioet  W.  Par- 
ker, PhelpH,  Powrll,  Backett.  Smith,  Alexander  U.  Ste- 
phens, Toombs,  Wallace,  ana  Wilcojt — 39. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Charles  Allen,  WilHs  Alfen,  AIH^ 
son.  Andrews,  William  Appleton.  Ashe,  Babcock,  Barrere, 
Bell,  BibighaUA,  Biiisell,  Bocockj^Brenton,  Briggf^  Albert  G. 
Brown,  George  H.  Brown,  Bnell,  Burrows,  Busby,  E.  Car- 
rington  Cabell,  CnMwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thompton 
Campbell,  Cartter,  Chandler,  Chastain.  Clark,  Cobb,  CoJ- 
eock,  Conger,  John  G.  Davis,  Dfmroick,  Disney,  Dockery, 
Doty,  Duncnn,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmundson,  Ewing, 
Fitch,  Fowler,  Henry  M«  Fuller,  Thoma»  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gaylord,  Gidding a,  Goodenow,  Goodri<A^  Gorman,  Greea, 
Grey,  Grow,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harper,  Hart,  Hascall,  Heb- 
ard,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Horsford,  Houiiton,  How- 
ard, John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomaa  Y.  How, 
Jenkhui,  JSuea  lt»liiiaoo,  Joba  Joirason,  Robert  W-  Jolin-^ 
fon,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  G.  Kiog,  Kuhaa,  Lockluirt| 
Mace,  Mann,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Martin,  McCorkle. 
McLanahan,  McMullin,  MeNnir,  Meacliam.  Meade,  Minerv 
Molonv,  HeufT  D.  Monre,  Jnlin  Mbore*  Monshead,  Mur- 

Rhy,  Murray,  Naber?,  Newton,  Orr.  Andrew  Parker^  P«m*» 
ie.  Penniman,  Perkins,  Porter,  Price,  Riddle,  ftobbioa. 
Robinson,  Russell,  SchoolcraO,  Scurry,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Origen  8.  Seymoor,  SlcimOn,  StnSrt,  Stanly,  9enja- 
min  Siaaton,  ASr*«  P.  Siemens,  Stone,  St.  Martio,  Strai- 
ton,  Btrotber,  Sloan,  Swe«ts«f.  TayJor.  Gaone  W.  T4ioaih. 
son,  Thurston,  Townshend,  Tuck,  VenaMe,  WalbridccL 
Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells.  Addison  White. 
WMHok,  WMmas,  aud^  WbodWaitl^aV. 

So  the  bill  was  not  committed. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  th*  pretious 
question  exhausted  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  exhtrusted. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  last  vote,  and  to  lay  that  mo- 
tion upon  the  table  ?   • 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  make  that  motion  to  re- 
consider.   

Mr.  SACKETT.    I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  made  no 
proposition.   ^^^ 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  ihqnired  if  the  previous 
question  was  exhausted,  with  the  intention  of 
moving  a  reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  a  debatable  propo- 
sition at  all  events. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  wished  to  make  a  stats:- 
ment  in  rea;ard  to  this  bill.  I  desire  to  moves  re- 
considemtion. 

The  SPEAKER.  For  what  purpose  docs  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sackett]  claim 
the  flopr.'       

Mr.  SACKETT.  For  the  purpose  of  moviW|^ 
a  reeonsideratjon. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  had  anticipated  that  motion 
alreadjr,  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman,  under  the 
recognition  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Nei^ 
York  [Mr.  Sackett]  claimed,  and  was  upon  ths 
floor,  and  the  Chair  thinks  he  was  entitlea  to  it. . 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Is  it  m  order  to  make  an  ev- 
pTanation  to  the  House,  of  the  object  of  my  motion  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  will  inquire,  if  the  genUe- 
man  having  voted  against  the  proposition,  can  now 
moke  a  motion  to  reconsider  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  make 
such  a  motion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  moved  to  kiy  the  motion  to  re- 
consider upon  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  bei^g,  Shall  ths  bill  be  eii» 
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f:roa«ed  and  read  %,  third  tame  ?  it  was  token  and 
agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  He  no  objection,  the 
bill  will  receive  ita  third  reading  now. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  aak  if  the  bUl  is  actually  en- 
grossed? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  bill  has  not  been  engrossed. 

Mr.  EVAN^.  I  then  object  to  its  third  reading 
now. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  takes  iu  place  on 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  THURSTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote 
by  which  the  bill  was  ordeted  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  to  lay  that  motion  upon  the 
table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DISNEY,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  papers  of  Boyce  Purcell  be  withdrawn 
lh>m  the  files  of  the  House  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

ALLOWANCE  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  FOWLER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 
Hetohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statra  be  re- 

3ue^ted  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement  exhibiting 
le  amount  of  claims,  if  any,  including  principal  and  iu- 
terest^  and  designating  each  separately,  which  have  been 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  several  Departments,  or  any  of 
the  bureaus  Uiereof,  from  the  4th  day  of  Marcn,  1845,  un< 
til  the  4th  day  of  March,  1849,  which  had  been  previously 
presented  and  suspended,  or  disallowed  in  whole  of  in  part, 
and  specifying  the  character  of  such  claims,  and  also  the 
same  of  each  person  whojU  any  time  acted  as  agent  or  so- 
licitor for  such  claims ;  together  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons to  wiMNivthe  same  or  any  part  thereof  ^as  paid,  spe- 
cifying, if  practicable,  the  several  amounts  paid  to  such 
agents  or  solicitors  as  fees  for  their  services  in  prosecuting 
said  claims. 

Mr.  GAYLORD  objected. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
and  on  that  motion  asked  for  tiie  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ASHE.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution. We  hare  not  been  able  to  hear  a  word 
of  it  in  this  part  of  the  Hall. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  has  been 
read  once»  but  it  will  be  read  again  unless  objected 
to. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  objected. 

Mr.  ASHE.  Then  i  must  ask  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  for  1  do  not  know  what  the  resolu- 
tion is.  . 

The  question  was  put,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Asiib  from 
Toting. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  to  withdraw  his  objection.  We  have  none 
of  us  heard  the  resolution  m  this  port  of  the  Hall, 
and  cannot  vote  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Oeoigia.  I  object  to  that 
resolution.  I  voted  against  a  similar  one  last 
Monday  and  shall  vote  against  all  of  them. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  to  reed 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Oh,  I  have  no  objection  to 
its  beine  read. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  the  proposition. 

The  Clekk  then  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Is  the  resolution  amendable 
at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  resolution  is 
not  now  before  the  House.  The  question  is  on 
suspending  the  rules  to  enable  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  offer  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  there  were  yeas 

164,  nays  9;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Cbas.  Allen,  Willis  Ahen, 
Allison,  Andrews,  John  Appltton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Babceck, 
Barrere,  Bell,  Bibighaus,  Bocock,  Bowne.  Bragg,  Brscken- 
ridge,  Brenton,  Bi^gs,  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Oeorce 
H.  Brown,  Buell,  Burrows,  £.  uwrringlon  Cabell,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  ThiNapson  Campbell,  Cartter,  Caskie.  Chandler, 
Chastain,  Chnrchwell,  Clark,  Clingroan,  Cobb,  Conger, 
Curtis.  Daniel,  George  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dimmick.  Disaey,  Doekery,  Doty,  Duncan,  Eastman,  Ed- 
MTton,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Bwing.  Faulkner,  FiekJin, 
Fitch,  Fowler,  Henrv  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gamble,  <3entrT,  Giddings,  Ooodenow,  Goodrich.  Gonnan, 
Green,  urey,  Grow,  Hall,  Harper,  Har^  Hascall,  Haven, 
Hebaid.  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Holladay,  Horsford.  Houston, 
Howard,  John  W.  Howe,  Tiioroas  M.  Howe.  Thomas  Y. 
How,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, Georae  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  George  G.  King, 
Preston  King,  Ktirts,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mann,  Martin, 
Mason,  McCorkle.  McDonald,  McLaoahau,  McNair,  Mea- 
cham,  Meade,  Mtllson,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John 
Moore,  Morehead,  Muraby,  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds, 
Oft,  Andrew  Parker,  Samiisl  W.  Parker,  Feaalee,  Penni- 


maa,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Porter,  Price,  Riddle,  RoUasoa,Ras- 
sell,  Sackett,  Scheruierbom,  tksboolcnitt,  Schoonmaker, 
ticurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Skelton, 
SuiiUi,  SiaiUy,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P-  Stanton, 
Abraham  P.  Steveiw,  St.  MarUn,  Strauon,  Sirother,  Stuart, 
Sweetser,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Geo.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Toombs,  Townshend,  Tuck,  VenaUle,  Wal- 
bridgc,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins,  Welch,  WeUs, 
Addison  White,  Wilcox,  Wildrick.  and  Yates— 164. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Busby,  Caldwell,  Floyd,  Gaylord,  Henu, 
Outlaw,  Robbios,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  and  Wil- 
liams—9. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  FOWXiER  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  previous  question 
will  not  be  sustained.  There  is  a  verv  essential 
amendment  that  otight  to  be  made  to  that  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  think  not.  The  resolution 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  passed  last  week, 
except  that  it  is  adflressed  to  the  President  instead 
of  the  Secretaries. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  resoltition  ought  to  be 
amended  so  as  to  show  the  additional  proof  pre- 
sented before  the  Departments  to  justify  the  allow- 
ance of  the  claims. 

The  House  then  divided  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  and 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  there  were 
ayes  84,  noes  80. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  object  to  tellers.  The  call 
was  made  too  late.  The  Chair  had  announced 
the  result  of  the  division. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the  ob- 
jection. Tellers  were  demanded  whilst  the  Chair 
was  in  the  act  of  announcing  the  result. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  raised  the  obiection,  in  or- 
der that  we  may  have  some  principle  decided.  I 
called  for  tellers  the  other  day  ana  the  Chair  de- 
eded that  I  was  too  late,  although  I  addressed  the 
Chair  before  the  result  of  the  division  was  an- 
nounced. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.  No.  1  am  indifferent  about 
the  matter.  I  merely  want  to  have  the  question 
settled. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Fullbr  of 
Maine  and  CHANDLsn  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  84,  noes  85. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  LOCKHART.  I  desire^o  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Do  I  not  still  retain  the 
floor  ?    I  have  not  yielded  it  yet. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  effeoted  his 
object  by  calling  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  The  question  is  whether  I 
do  not  still  hold  the  floor  for  further  remarks  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  was  not  un- 
derstood as  claiming  the  floor  until  another  gen- 
tleman had  been  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  1  claimed  the  floor  as  soon 
as  the  result  was  announced. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
gentleman  did  not  claim  the  floor  in  time. 

Mr.  LOCKHART  moved  to  amend  the  resohi- 
tion  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  the  additional  evidence,  if  any,  upon  whieh  audi 
elaiuis  were  allowed. 

Mr.  LOCKHART  then  demanded  the  previous 
question.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  modify  his  amendment 
so  as  to  call  for  infomuttion  in  relation  to  the  ad- 
ditional testimony  that  was  furnished  upon  claims 
since  1849.  My  purpose  is,  that  all  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  allowances  of  claims  may  be  brought 
out,  and  that  the  country  may  understand  whether 
this  or  that  party  is  to  olame. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  agree  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  ? 

Mr.  LOCKHART.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Ah!  Then  only  one  side 
is  wanted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  enforce  the 
rule.    Discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 


withdraw  the  demand  for  the  prtvions  qoeitioB, 
to  allow  me  to  offer  this  additional  amcndneiit, 
that  any  of  the  officers  incumbent  during  the  perio4 
embraced  in  the  resolution  shall  have  the  pnvile^ 
of  going  into  the  offices  and  vindicating  thfirae. 
tion  dnrtnjp  the  investigation. 

Mr.  LOCKRART.  1  cannot  withdraw  thi 
call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FOWLER,  i  desire  to  make  a  sui^gestioB 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Lockbakt.] 
If  the  gentleman  will  so  alter  his  amendment  as  to 
extend  it  down  to  the  present  time,  1  will  accept 
it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  As  the  resohition 
which  .was  adopted  on  Monday  last  now  standi, 
the  Department  can  report  the  new  proof  upon 
which  the  claims  were  allowed.  There  is  nothine 
in  the  resohition  which  precludes  it;  and  they  win, 
no  doubt,  take  this  resolution  as  a  precedent  to 
govern  their  action  under  the  former  resohitioo. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  desire  to  say 

The  SPEAKER.  This  discussion  is  entiretj 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  do  not  propose  to  discon 
the  matter;  but  1  desire  to  say  agam  tothe  gentl^ 
man  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Lockhart,]  that  I  will 
accept  his  amendment  if  he  will  extend  it  dowi 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  LOCKHART.  I  am  satisfied  with  it  u  it 
now  stands. 

The  question  now  being  upon  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  upon  a  diviiioo 
there  were — ayes  99. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  tellers,  whidi were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  FuLLBn  of  Maine  aod 
Chandleu  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellen  re> 
ported— «yes  79,  noes  50. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  pot, 
which  was  first  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  LockharH 
amendment. 

The  question  was  taken,  «nd  the  amemhnoA 
was  agreed  to. 

The  aueation  then  recurred  ufton  theadopfiooof 
the  resolution  as  amended,  and  oeing  taken,  it  wis 
carried  in  the  afilhrmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  thki  the  vote  just  takw, 
bj  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  be  recon- 
sidered, and  to  lay  that  motion  on  tne  table;  vlueii 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INSTRUCTIOWS  IN  RELATION  TO  CUBA. 
Mr.  FAULKNER,  by  unanimous  conient  of 
the  House,  introduced  the  following  resolulion: 

ReBolved,  That  the.  Prendent  of  the  United  Statet  ber^ 
quested  to  communicate  to  thie  House,  if  not  inconpiiisi 
with  the  public  interest,  all  instmctiont  fVom  the  Deiait- 
meot  of  State  to  the  dlptomatfe  ageale  of  the  (Tilled  Sum 
abroad,  and  all  dispatches  ftomiieni  aot  heretofore  eos- 
smnicated  to  Congrees,  declaratonr  of,  or  relsliof  to  »* 
policy  of  the  Goremment  of  the  United  States  in  retetM 
to  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resoliUion  wtf 
adopted. 

RBNTS  PAID  FOR  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  by  unanimous  coneent,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution: 

Assofosrf,  That  the  Committee  oa  Public  BaJMisRi  kelj- 
structed  to  ascertaiM  and  report  to  this  House  wbst  wJM- 
bifs,  or  parts  of  buildiogs,  In  the  District  of  Cdumbit,  (jmj 
than  those  belonging  to  the  United  States,  hsrc  ***«  "JJ 
by  the  Governmeat  between  the  llrat  day  of  Jaanwy,  iwj 
and  the  first  day  of  February,  1M9,  and  »»»•«"»«»«  IfSS 
rent,  or  conuncted  to  be  paid,  in  every  instance.  •^6wa 
security  and  fitness  as  ifepositoriep  of  the  pubWcrecorM. 
And  that  said  committee  Inquire  Into  the  ejcpedif»ey« 
purchasing  or  ereetlnit  each  adttttieiial  hoildingsMKaf  m 
deemed  necessary.  And  that  they  have  leave  to  reponv 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  question  was  taken*  and  the  resolution  wii 
adopted. 

OCBAN  8TBAMSRS — MAIL  CABRIBB'- 

Mr.  MEADE  asked  the  unanimous  cosswi « 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resotaUon" 

Re8oU>td,  That  the  Committee  ou  Narrt  Afthj  hjjwj 
Into  the  expediency  of  provldtof  by  law  ^^^^^f^Hu 
suitable  to  war  puipoees regulariy  runalng fhiaiMn^ 
the  United  Stai^  iJaoy  foSrfgn  portsball1»eafl»U -JJ 
under  proper  conditions,  and  entitled  ^^J^^jJ^Mgitat 
pensatinn  for  such  senrices,  the  postage  triiiBf  froa '"« 
or  other  matter  transported  by  such  aieemw- 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected. 

Mr.  MEADE.    I  move  to  mmotoA  tw  n»«^ 
to  enable  me  to  introduce  the  reselotion. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  the  yesi  snd  »7**  ■* 
they  were  not  ordersd* 
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The  <(ue«uon  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
refuved  to  suspend  the  rules— ^yes  54,  noes  not 
coon  ted. 

THE  PERCENTAGE  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  DISNEY  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Remaimtdj  That  the  Coomiittee  on  Put»Uc  Landi  be  in 
■irvetcd  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofproiridinf  by  lsw> 
to  that  the  accountins  oAcenu  in  computing  the  amount 
due  tn  the  respectivb  States  on  account  of  the  percentage 
to  which  they  are  entitled  upon  the  proceeds  or  the  sale* 
of  ttie  public  lands  widiin  thair  UmltSf  «hall  embrace,  as 
sale*,  all  pubtte  lands  granied  on  account  of  military  sanricee. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  objected. 

Mr.  DISNEY  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended. 

The  question  was  taken,  and,  upon  a  dirision, 
44  rose  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DISNETV  dennanded  tellers;  but  they  were 
not  ordered. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

MAIL  SERVICE  ON  THE    OHIO   AND   MISSIS- 
SIPPI. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  the 
tmanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House,  viz: 

ReMlMtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OIBee  and 
Port  BMids  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  maaas  of  or- 
gBB&aiof  an  ettcient  system  of  mail  service  on  the  Ohio 
and  Miesiasippi  rivers,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  <»  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    I  object. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  to  enable  me  to  introduce  Uie  resolu- 
tion. 

Th^  question  was  put,  and  upon  a  division 
there  were — ayes  53,  noes  not  counted. 
,,  So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

SPIRIT  RATION  IN  THE  NAVY* 
Mr.  GK)ODEN0W  ask^  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Hotise  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tioa;  which  was  read  for  information,  viz: 
Remtmmd,  That  the  <lnnuirittee  on  Naval  AffiUrs  bt  in- 
to inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the 


spirit  ration  in  tlie  Navy,  and  of  incraasiiig  tba  pay  of  all 
classts  of  enlisted  men  In  that  service. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geofgia.    I  object. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  move  to  sOspend  the 
rules,  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the  resolution; 
and  upon  that  question  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  call  for  tellers  upon  the 
yeas  and  nays.    Tellers  were  not  ordereo. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
sospeod  the  rules;  and  there  were  upon  a  division 
—ayes  54,  noes  not  cotmted. 

Sio  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
the  resolution  was  not  introduced. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  BRAGG.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
'  of  the  House  to  present  certain  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  upon  the 
tubject  of  intervention.  I  do  not  desire  to  have 
them  read  even.  I  move  they  be  printed  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    f  object. 
f       Mr.  BRACK).    Then  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  resolutions. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  gentlemen  will  come 
to  order,  the  resolutions  will  be  read  for  informa- 
tions. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 

iobt  Resotntioos  eipressive  of  the  sense  of  the  General 

Awemtrfy  of  Alabama  in  relstlon  to  the  policy  to  be  pur- 

i         MMd  by  o«r  Oovomment  in  ita  intereourse  with  foreign 


Wbenas,  ftom  many  indieatiooB  of  popular  fbeling  in 
■mte  of  the  States  of  this  Oovemment,  and  from  the 
^reebes  and  acts  of  many  public  men  high  in  the  confi- 
nsee  of  their  own  constituents,  and  in  that  of  the  people 
•f  ibe  United  Sutes,  we  are  led  to  the  belief  that  a  spirit 
•f  interfbrence  in  the  political  afflUrs  of  the  Europeaa  coo- 
foeot  |»«vails  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  induce  the  fbar 
t«  for  ttie  want  of  ctlro  reflection,  we  may  be  involved  in 
•It  Om  troubles  and  difficulties  of  the  political  aflUrs  of  na- 
ttoMud  people  Ihr  removed  from  us : 

Be  a  Atrefore  resolverf,  hy  Me  Senate  and  H<nue  of 
KepresentaHvet  of  the  BtaU  of  Alabama  in  Oeneral 
AinOiy  conwtnedf  That  we  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
4««cnsMit  and  tha  people  of  the  United  States  to  cnltl- 
miKlatfaos  of  amity  and  good  will  with  all  the  nations  of 
lb«  etrtli ;  in  peace  to  treat  all  as  friends,  in  war  enemies ; 
iM  lihtTe  entangling  aOfances  with  none ;  and  to  prac- 
ihi  lanlly  tha  doetrine  of  aoa-iatHrvastion. 


Respired,  That  Hie  Governor  be  requested  to  (hrward 
these  resolutions  to  oer  Senators  and  Renresentatives  in 
Congress,  with  a  request  to  lay  the  same  beiore  their  re> 
tpective  bodies.  _^ 

JOHN  D.  RAIHER, 
Sfooker  of  iko  Home  of  Repre$entative$, 
CHARLES  MoLEMORE, 

Sfoaker  of  the  Senate, 

Approved,  JanMry  tti,  1858.         U.  W.  COLLIER. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules 
were  stispended. 

Mr..  BRAGG.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  introdu- 
cing a  series  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  intervention. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Geoigia.    I  object. 

rCries  of  "  Read !"  "  Read  I'H 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  for  information. 
[Thev  will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate or  to-day.] 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rules  were 
suspenaed. 

Mr.  SIC  ELTON.  I  move  that  the  resolutions 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  be  printed;  which  motion  was  agr^  to. 

SUSPENDED  AND  DISALLOWED  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  adopted,  viz: 

Assolscd,  That  the  President  of  tha  United  States  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  this  House,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  resolution  which, passed  this 
House  on  the  96th  of  January,  1859,  relative  to  8U»p^nded 
and  disallowed  claims,  a  statement,  specUying  the  claims 
which  have  been  allowed  upon  addittonal  testimony  fur- 
niabed  to  the  Departments  siaea.the  4th  of  March,  1849. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  following  Joint  resolution,  proposine 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  viz: 

Reeolvedf  ^«.,  That  the  following  amendments  lo  the 
Constitution  of  me  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the 
Lagislatoras  of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  Constitution : 

That  hereafter,  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  respective 
States,  in  the  manner  following :  Bach  State  shall  be  divi- 
ded, by  the  Legislature  thereol^  into  districts,  equal  In 
number  to  the  whole  numb^  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States;  the  said  districts  to  be  composed  of 
contiguous  territonr,  and  to  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
an  equal  number  of  persons  entitled  to  be  represented  under 
the  Constitution,  and  to  be  laid  ofi*,  for  the  first  time,  imme- 
diately after  the  ratiflcation  of  this  amendment,  and  after- 
wards, at  ttie  session  of  the  Legislature  next  ensuing  the  ap- 
portionment of  representativesby  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States }  that,  on  the  first  Thursday  in  August,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  on  the  same  day  every 
fourth  year  diereafter,  the  citizens  of  each  State  who  possess 
the  quali  Rations  requisite  for  electors  of  liie  most  nnmeroutf 
branch  of  the  State  Legislatures,  shall  meet  within  thefar 
respective  districts,  and  vote  for  a  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  Unitea  States,  one  of  whom  at  least  shall  not 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  witli  themselves ;  and 
the  person  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Presi- 
dent, and  the  one  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  voles  for 
Vice  President  in  each  district,  shall  be  holden  to  have  re- 
ceived one  vote ;  which  fact  snail  be  immediately  certified 
by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  to  each  of  the  Senators  In 
Congress  fkom  such  State,  and  to  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  in  session  on  the 
second  Monday  in  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  and  on  the  same  day  on  every  fourth  year 
thereafter ;  and  the  President  of'  the  Senate,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  shall  open  all 
the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  l»e  counted.  The 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  President, 
shall  be  President,  if  such  number  be  equal  to  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given ;  but  if  no  person  have 
such  mi^)ority,  then  a  second  eleetion  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Tbumday  in  the  month  of  December  then  next  ensuing, 
between  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  numl>ers  for 
Uie  office  of  President;  which  second  election  shall  be  eon- 
ducted,  the  result  cdrUfied,  and  the  votes  counted,  in  the 
aame  maimer  as  In  the  first ;  and  the  person  having  the 
neatest  number  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  President. 
But  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  received  the  greatest, 
and  an  eqnal'number  of  votes,  at  the  second  election,  then 
the  person  who  shall  have  recirived  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  in  the  createst  number  of  States,  shall  be  President. 
The  person  bavins  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice 
President,  at  the  first  election,  shall  be  Vice  President,  if 
sueh  number  be  equal  to  a  mi^rity  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given ;  and  if  no  peiMin  have  such  mi^fovity,  then  a 
second  election  shall  take  place  between  the  persons  bavins 
tile  two  highest  numbers,  on  the  same  day  that  the  second 
slaction  la  held  ibr  Prasidant;  and  the  person  having  the 


highest  immberor  the  votes  for  Vice  President,  shall  b« 
Vice  President.  But  if  there  »ho«ld  hs|^n  to  bean  equal* 
ity  of  votes  between  the  persons  so  voted  for  at  the  second 
election,  then  Ihv  poriwin  havtuc  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  in  tbe  gn'Otert  number  of  State»,  shall  be  Vice  Presi- 
dent. But  when  a  second  HccHoa  shall  be  necessary  in  lbs 
ease  of  Vice  President^  and  not  necessary  in  the  case  of 
President,  tlicii  the  Senate  shall  ehooM  a  Vice  President 
from  the  per^onti  having  the  two  higheisl  numbers  In  thii 
first  eiectioi),  as  Is  now  prescribed  in  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  9.  «liid  te  U  Jvrtker  retohfedf  That  article  on*, 
section  three,  be  amended  by  sinking  out  tbe  word  **  Le> 
ginlature,"  and  ini/brting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  f<»llowing 
words,  vis :  **  perrons  qualified  to  vote  for  roemberif  of  Uie 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  LegiKlature,''  so  as  to  niaks 
the  thiol  section  of  said  article  wheu  ratlfiad  fay  three 
fourths  of  tbe  Stales,  read  as  foUows,  to  wii : 

Tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  comiiosetf  of 
two  Senator<«  from  each  State,  chosen  by  tlm  |>*>rifons  quatr- 
fied  to  vote  for  the  memberi)  of  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  tbe  I«efislatare  thereof,  for  six  years,  and  each  Senator 
shall  Imve  one  vote. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  further  retoleedj  That  article  three, 
section  one,  be  anien<hrd  by  striking  out  the  words  **  sood 
behavior,'*  and  inserting  the  followhig  words,  vis:  **tho 
term  of  twelve  years.'*  And  forther,  that  said  article  and 
section  be  amended  by  adding  the  following  thereto,  vis ; 
'<  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  within  twelve  months  after  the  ratificfttion  of  thia 
amendment  by  three  fourths  of  alt  the  States  as  provided 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  divide  the  whola 
ntunber  of  judges  as  near  as  may  be  practicable,  into  three 
Classen.  The  seats  of  the  judgeii  of  the  ttnt  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expisation  of  ttie  fourth  year  from  such  clas- 
sification ;  of  the  second  ria«s,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
eighth  year ;  and  of  the'thiid  dass,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
twelfth  year,  so  that  one  third  may  be  chosen  every  fourth 
year  thereafter." 

The  article  as  amended,  will  read  as  follows : 

▲BTICLK  III. 

SacTioH  1.  The  Judicialpower  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Cotut,  and  in  such  inforior  courts 
as  tha  IToosrsss  from  thne  to  time  may  ordain  and  estab- 
lisli.  The  Tudgas,  both  of  the  supremo  and  inferior  courts* 
shall  hold  their  oflices  during  ths  term  of  twelve  years,  ana 
Aall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensation, which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  con- 
linuaoce  in  olllee.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  Preai> 
dent  of  the  United  States,  within  twelve  months  after  ths 
ratification  of  this  amendment  by  three  fotirOis  of  all  ths 
States  as  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  divide  the  whole  number  of  Judges,  as  near  as  may  be 
practicable,  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  judsaa  of 
the  first  class,  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth 
year  firom^uch  classification ;  of  the  second  class,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  eighth  year ;  and  of  tbe  third  class,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  twellth  year,  so  that  one  third  may  be 
chosen  every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

Objeetion  was  mads  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  pur]>ose  indicated  ov  him;  which 
motion,  upon  a  division,  was  agreea  to — ayes  89, 
noes  33. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ths 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COAST  SURVET  MAPS. 

Mr.  RIDDLE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving, reported  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Jlssplesd,  That  the  CaoBinittaeon  Engraving  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  engraving  or  litho- 
gra(foing  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  sets  of 
maps  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  provided  tlMt  the  eoat  ihal]  not  escesd 
#6,000. 

Mr.  OOODENOW.  I  rise  to  a  privUeged  quea- 
.tion.    I  tnove  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  called  for  the  yeas 
and  na3rs;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Thequestion  was  then  put,  upon  a  division,  and, 
there  were  53  ayes  and  64  noes. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  What  neces- 
sity is  there  for  the  printing  of  this  number  of 
maps? 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  will  state,  for  the  information 
of  th,e  House,  that  we  have  already  ordered  the 
printing  of  six  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Const  Survey  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  number  authorized  by  law — fif- 
teen hundred  and  twenty.  The  committee  thought 
they  had  no  right  to  contract  for  the  engraving  of 
extra  sets  of  maps  without  an  order  from  the 
House,  and  they  have  directed  me,  therefore,  to 
offer  the  resolution  just  read.  The  Senate  havs 
ordered  the  printing  of  ten  thousand  extra  copies, 
and  the  extra  numbers  ordered  by  the  House  can 
be  had  much  cheaper  by  being  lithographed  at  ths 
same  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  €^eorg:ia.  The  remarks 
of  the  gentleman,  so  far  as  they  hflve  proceeded, 
give  me  the  informstion  I  wanted.  1  will  ask 
another  question,  whether  this  resolution  will  in- 
terfere at  all  with  the  eleotroty ping  now  adopted 
by  the  Coast  Survey? 
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Mr.  RTDDLE.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 'i 
inqiiiry  as  far  as  I  am  able.  In  contracting  for 
jithographing,  we  are  compelled  to  give  the  con- 
tractor tne  copper  plates  made  at  great  expense  by 
the  Coast  Survey  office.  The  lithographer  trans- 
fers to  stone  the  impressions  from  the  copper  plates 
in  the  cheapest  possible  manner.  It  is  not  for  us 
to  say  how  he  snail  do  it,  but  only  to  contract  for 
its  being  done  well  and  cheaply.  A  mistake  was 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  K^tucky 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  Does  not  this  reso- 
lution^  giving  rise  to  debate,  lie  over? 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  The  Chair  has  already  decided 
that  question.  This  is  a  privileged  committee, 
and  can  make  its  report  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  A  •contract  has  been  entered 
into  by  the  Senate  with  a  gentleman  in  New  York, 
the  lithographing  to  be  executed  by  him  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cpast 
Survey.  The  Committee  on  Engraving  thought 
it  proper  that  a  like  agreement  should  be  made  for 
the  lithographing  of  the  maps  for  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  What  dispo- 
sition is  to  be  made  of  these  lithographs  ? 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  They  are  to  accompany  the 
report,  and  the  report  would  b«  useless  without 
Ihem.  , 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  What  has  become  of  the 
engravings  which  accompany  the  survey-r-done 
by  the  electrotypingprocessf 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  They  have  merely  struck  off 
»  few  copies. 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  these  maps  are  engraved  upon 
copper  at  the  office  of  the  Cotlst  Survey.  Now, 
it  IS  proposed  that  there  shall  be  a  numberof  copies 
of  these  maps  printed,  but  it  is  not  proposed  that 
they  shall  be  printed  Avmcopper-pwrtes,  because 
it  is  impossible  that  within  a  reasonable  time,  and 
at  a  reasonable  expense,  the  work  can  be  done  in 
this  manner.  The  copper-plates  are  sent  off  to 
New  York,  or  some  other  city,  where  there  is  a 
lithographing  establishment,  and  impressions  firoto 
the  copper  are  to  be  transferred  upon  st6ne. 

Mr.  STEPH  ENS,  of  Georgia.  Is  that  by  order 
of  the  Coast  Survey  ? 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  It  is  by  their  oitler,  and 
they  are  exeouiing  th«  work  m  that  way.  The 
Senate  copy  is  now  executed  in  that  way.  The 
copper  plates  are  in  N«w  York,  and  impressions 
from  them  are  transferred  to  stone,  because  it  is 
done  a  great  deal  cheaper  and  more  rapidly.  As 
to  the  electrot]rping  to  which  the  gentleman  refers, 
if  he  knows  anything  al>out  its  operations,'  he 
knows  that  it  is  a  very  expensive  operation,  and 
requires  much  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  other  day,  when  a 
propositiom  was  made  by  the  Committee  on  Print-^ 
ing  to  print  this  extra  number  of  the  report  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  stated 
to  the  House,  that  the  Coast  Survey  office  could 
print  these  maps  atone  doHar  a  set,  oy  the  electro- 
typing  process,  and  I  believe  at  ninety-two  cents. 
'the  gentleman  now  says  that  the  eleetrotyping  is 
very  expensive.  I  believe  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey  represents  it  as  vefy  cheap.  I 
hare  seen  them  electrotype,  and  I  think  it  is  about 
one  fifth  cheaper  than  engraving.  Why,  then, 
should  we  get  these  coast-survey  maps  engraved:? 
1  am  not  certain  that  it  is  not  cheaper  thtin  the 
iiriee  I  mentioned,  but  the  House  has  ordered  this 
large  number  of  extra  copies,  upon  the  js^ound 
that  we  could  get  them  at  ninety-three  cents  a 
set. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  You  may  get  them  much  less 
by  lithographing,  as  low  as  seventy-five  cents. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  wish  to  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  whether  it  is  their 
intention  to  take  this  map-making  out  of  the  Coast 
Survey  ? 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  It  has  always  been  taken  from 
their  ^ands;  but  they  have  superintended  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  work. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  elee- 
trotyping is  not  engraving  or  printing.  It  is  a 
process  of  making  a  copy  of  the  copper-plate.  It 
18  not  the  process  for  printing  at  all.  It  is  the 
preparation  of  an  engraved  plate  from  another  en- 
graved plate  by  the  galvanic  process. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    The  eleetrotyping  is  sim- 
ply a  reproduction  of  an  engraved  plate  so  as  to 
?revent  the  retouch  of  the  pfate  by  the  artist* 
'his  has  been  done  by  a  discovery  made  in  the 


Coast  Survey  office.  The  original  copper-plate 
first  made  by  the  artist  is  reproduced  by  a  chemi- 
cal process.  That  is  eleetrotyping.  JNow  what  I 
mean  by  eleetrotyping  is  making  prints  from  the 
electrotype  of  the  plate  thus  produced.  What  I 
wish  to  know  of  the  Committee  on  Engraving  is, 
whether  it  is  the  object  to  have  these  impressions 
made  ufM)n  a  principle  different  from  that  the  Cotist 
Survey  has  now  established  ? 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  The  officers  of  the  Coast 
Survey  desire  this  course  should  be  taken.  .  They 
desire  that  these  plates  shall  be  lithographed,  and 
that  they  shall  not  be  printed  from  the  original 
copper-plates,  or  copper-plates  produced  by  the 
process  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Georeia  [Mr. 
Stephens]  has  alluded.  They  desii'e  this,  be- 
cause it  is  a  cheaper  mode  of  publishing  than 
from  the  copper-plates,  or  by  the  process  to  which 
the  gentleman  has  referred.  It  is  a  cheaper  pro- 
cess, because  the  impression  is  transferred  upon 
stone  rapidly,  whereas  it  requires  a  number  of 
days  under  the  other  mode,  and  a  new  copper- 
plate. 1  do  not  know  that  I  understand  exactly 
the  point  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
refers,  but  if  he  supposes  that  it  is  the  object  of 
the  committee  td  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the 
officers  of  the  Coast  Survey,  he  is  mistaken. 
Under  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Committee  on 
Engraving  are  bound  to  report  to  the  House, 
whenever  maps  of  any  kind  are  to  be  published, 
whether  they  be  engraved  or  not.  Now  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  any  course  which  will  not  be  ad- 
visable, and  whioh  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey have  not  pointed  out  themsel  ves.  Their  plates 
have  actually  gone  on  to  New  York  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  ami  they  are  now  transferring  from 
copper-plates  to  stone  the  impressions  from  which 
the  maps  are  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  wish  to  make  another 
inquiry  of  the  gentleman.  Can  he  inform  the 
House  what  will  be  the  cost  of  one  of  these  im- 
pressions ? 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  A  friend  near  me  says  it 
will  not  cost  exceeding  seventy -five  cents.  I  knew 
nothing  of  this  resolution  until  my  friend  [Mr. 
Riddle]  showed  it  to  me.  The  cost  is  less  than 
was  expected  in  the  debate  the  other  day. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  there  is  another 
question  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentieman.  Is  it  the 
oi:^ect  of  the  Committee  on  Engraving  that  some 
of  these  copies  of  the  Coast  Survey  shall  be  en- 
graved upon  steel  and  others  lithographed  ? 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  It  is  intended  that  all  shall 
be  lithogmphed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Will  the  committee  inform 
me  what  the  Coast  Survey  are  making  so  many 
of  these  electrotypes  now  for? 

Mr.  HAMMOND.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
are. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  have  seen  them  making 
a  number  of  them. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman. 
The  engraved  plates  of  the  Coast  Survey  office 
are  for  the  large  charts — some  of  them  as  large 
as  a  blanket.  You  do  not  propose  to  put  these 
into  a  small  document.  The  copper-plate  print- 
ing requires  to  be  done  under  a  roller,  and  the 
most  rapid  copper-plate  printer  can  produce  only 
a  very  few  impressions  in  a  day*  The  litho- 
graphs, however,  can  be  produced  in  great  num- 
bers in  a  day,  like  the  oralnary  mode  of  printing, 
and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  by  the  use  of 
copper-plates.  The  large  electrotypes  prepared 
in  tne  Coast  Survey  office  are  for  the  great  charts. 
They  take  these  charts  and  reduce  the  size,  so 
you  can  get  them  into  a  small  document. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  understand  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans,]  then,  that 
these  lithographs  are  for  one  class  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  What  I  meant  was  this:  The 
plates  prepared  for  the  use  of  navigators  are  large 
plates  printed  from  copper,  and  those  which  are 
to  be  prepared  for  the  document  we  print  for  distri- 
bution are  outline  sketches  showing  the  general 
progress  of  the  Coast  Survey.  They  do  not  show 
the  minutiae,  and  are  not  intended  as  a  guide  to 
navigators,  but  show  the  great  progress  of  the 
survey  for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  The 
large  plates,  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has 
seen,  enter  into  the  most  minute  particulars,  and 
are  intended  for  the  practical  use  of  navigators. 

Mr.  RIDDLE.  I  will  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  gentleman,  it  is  the  desire  of'  the  Coast 
Survey,  and  the  interest  of  the  Government^  to 


ret^  or  preserve  the  copper-plates  prepared  at  the 
Coast  Survey  office.  If  all  the  imprestiona  are 
made  from  copper-plates,  they  will  be  worthhai 
at  the  last,  whereas  in  future  they  may  be  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  have  but  a  woid  to  ay 
further,  and  then  I  wiD  take  my  seat.  It  was  my 
understanding  the  other  day,  when  the  Committee 
on  Public  Printing  made  their  report,  that  Un 
Coast  Survev  intended  to  make  all  these  maps  tod 
charts  by  tnis  new  process  of  eleetrotyping.  I 
barely  wish  to  know,  whether  it  is  their  inteatioo 
to  keep  up  that  process  still  at  an  expense  to  tbc 
Qovemment  of  U3  cents  per  copy,  and  also  a  cod- 
tract  for  lithographing  the  same?  I  ask  thegeo- 
tleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evaxi,]  whosceini 
to  be  acquainted  with  this  subject,  whether  thatii 
the  object?  

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  understand  that  the  lar^ 
charts  or  maps  are  made  for  the  practical  benefit 
of  navigators.  Now,  what  is  the  object  and  par- 
pose  of  these  outline  maps?  If  they  do  not  aa- 
BWer  that  purpose,  why  ao  we  make  them? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  shall  take  about  ten  minute, 
perhaps  not  more  than  five,  in  answering  the  in- 
quiries of  gtotlemen,  and  in  making  the  proper 
explanation.  The  maps  printed  by  the  Coast  out- 
vey  are  prepared  by  what  is  called  the  decuo- 
type  process.  And  if  there  is  any  g|entleiDan  hen 
who  does  not  understand  it,  I  would  advise  hia 
to  go  over  to  the  office  and  look  at  it,  for  it  is  om 
of  the  most  beautiful  chemical  operations,  worthy 
the  attention  of  any  intelligent  gentleman.  These 
maps  are  sold  in  bookstores  from  ten  cents  to  forty 
cents  each.  The  English  Grovemment  in  the 
same  way  print  the  Nautical  Almanac,  which  ooMs 
there  say  two  dollars  a  copy,  but  which  you  can  por- 
chase  in  this  country  for  one  dollar.  The  £npih 
print,  moreover,  large  numbers  of  charts  which  an 
sold  I  believe  much  beneath  cost.  These  chartf,  ti 
I  observed  beibre,  are  minute  to  the  utmost dente. 
They  contain  every  important  position,  the  na- 
tion of  shoals*  and  directions  for  entering  hir* 
bors,  and  all  the  leading  lines,  fmd  bearings  froa 
point  to  point,  so  that  when  lyiy  navigatorarma 
upon  the  cocwt,  he  can  nmke  out  hispositioB  with* 
out  difficulty. 

These  charts  never  have  been  printed  for  the 
use  of  Confess;  and  never  ought  to  be.  It  wo«bi 
be  an  enormous  job.  They  are  printed  and  ssld 
to  navigators  by  the  Grovemment  of  the  Uni*^ 
States.  But  the  report  of  the  Coast  Sorvey  ooe- 
tains  what  we  cannot  get  out  of  the  chaiti.  It 
coatttns  a  \Brge  number  of  astronomical  aDd|;«>- 
graphioal  positions;  it  gives  the  latittide and  longi- 
tude of  important  points;  it  describes  the  ^roerca 
of  the  Coast  Survey;  it  tells  how  the  parties  liirt 
been  engaged ;  how  the  work  has  advanced  siaee 
last  year;  liow  they  hare  expended  the  money 
voted  to  them;  and  evefrything  which  is  nwafiy 
contained  in  a  report,  so  as  to  enable  the  roemberi 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  vote  intelligi- 
bly on  the  propositions  submitted  to  them.  How- 
ever, in  oraer  to  illustrate  any  report  which  con- 
cerns mathematical  and  geographical  position*  U 
is  of  course  necessary  to  accompany  the  report 
with  maps.  Everybody  knows  that.  It  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  child  at  school  should  be  Uught 
geography  by  maps.  These  coast  survey  report! 
are  a  sort  of  treatises  on  geography,  and  they 
therefore  require  slight  sketch  maps,  which  •« 
admirable,  as  far  as  they  extend,  out  which  do 
not  extend  to  the  minutin  required  in  the  laffe 
charts. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  §«- 
tleman  is  advocating  the  doctrine,  that  under  the 
power  which  we  nare  to  furnish  such  conveai- 
ences  as  the  commerce  of  the  country  "^TT 
quire,  we  can  furnish  charts  and  maps  toscboou 
and  colleges  ?  . 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  doing  no  such  tbinr  «n^ 
if  I  had  been  doing  it,  I  nught  be  doing  ^^ 
than  desiring  to  bring  information  home  to  every 
child  in  the  land.  I  venture  to  say,  that  the  een- 
tleman 's  own  constituents  might  profit  by rt»»jT' 
only  sent  them  the  New  Testament.  [A  »«gnj 
But  I  was  not  talking  about  any  such  thuif .  * 
was  answering  the  inquiry  of  the  gentlemani  ww 
desired  to  know  why  these  sroaU  charts  were  ^ur- 
nished.  Now,  if  we  were  to  use  the  dectrotyp* 
plates  of  the  Coast  Survey  office,  and  «  ^J^P? 
were  to  be  prepared  from  those  plates,  and  douw 
up  with  the  ri^rt,  the  expenae  would  be  incal- 
culable. 
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Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.    With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman,  I  will  remind  him,  and 
particularly  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
SrspHKNft,]  of  a  feet.     It  was  stated  in  the  debate 
on  a  fornier  day  that  the  maps  for  each  one  of 
these  copies  would  cost  ninety-two  cents,  and  it 
now  appears  that  they  will  cost  only  seventy-five 
I       cents.    The  House,  in  adopting  the  former  reso- 
hition^  virtually  adopted  this  one,  although  they 
believed  the  work  would  cost  more. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Did  not  similar 
maps  accompany  the  report  of  the  last  year? 

Mr.  EVANS.  Certamly ;  and  for  every  former 
recu*.  It  is  not  a  new  proposition.  Ever  since 
Mt,  Hassler  took  charge  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
and  during  the  whole  time  it  has  been  under  tne 
charge  of  Mr.  Bache*  maps  have  always  aocom- 
pMiied  (be  report^  and  they  are  indispensably  ne- 
eessary  to  elucidate  it.  We  hove  been  in  the 
habit  tor  many  years  past  of  printing  the  journals 
of  officera  who  nave  traversea  the  western  coun- 
try— Oftlifomia  and  New  Mexico,  and  of  accom- 
panyiojg  them  not  only  with  maps  and  charts,  but 
with  views  and  likenesses  of  Indians,  got  up  at 
an  enormous  expense,  and  not  at  all  necessary  to 
the  ekicidation  of  the  works.  I  am  confident  that 
if  sentlemen  will  look  into  the  matter,  they  will 
find  tkat  these  maps  are  indispensably  necessary. 
Tkey  are  not  put  in  for  show,  for  they  are  not 
^frowr  maps  at  all.  Nor  are  they  put  in  to  show 
how  deeply  scientific  they  are;  thAt  is  done  in  the 
large  maps;  they  are  tfnerely  for  tbe'elucidation  of 
the  report* 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  to  the  House  in  re- 

rrd  to  the  way  in  Which  these  Surveys  are  made. 
see  a  gentleman  before  me  who  knows  per- 
fectly well  how  things  arc  done,  and  who  will  cor- 
tiect  me  if  1  am  in  error.  I  mean  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Riddle  J  whom  I  have 
known  for  a  longtime,  and  who  is  well  acquainted 
wi^  t^  process.  In  making  marine  surve3rs,  the 
earth  is  r^rded  as  a  flat  sur&ce — a  plane,  but 
everybody  knows  that  it  is  not  so;  and  therefore, 
m  naking'  i^eodetical  surveys  it  is  necessary  to 
take  dw  rotundhy  of  the  earth  into  account.  In 
wrybig  on  the  coast  survey  of  the  United  States, 
in  Xtkt  first  place,  the  whole  country  is  divided 
iolo  certain  triangles.  A  great  deal  of  care  is  re- 
qphtd  to  present  those  tnangles  properly.  No 
tmgfe  angle  of  a  triangle  must  be  too  obtuse,  none 
too  acute.  They  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
equtlataral.  These  tnangiss  are  then  plotted  down 
an  one  of  these  charts,  and  as  every  angular  point 
of  every  triangle  is  an  absolute,  correctly  ascertain- 
ed position  in  the  country,  if  any  gentleman  has 
one  in  bis  district,  he  has  an  absolute  position  ascer- 
tained there  with  reference  to  every  other  part  of 
(he  earth's  surface.  These  charts  will  be  highly 
useful  to  persons  preparing  maps  of  counties,  as 
they  show  what  their  gecjgraphioal  position  is  with 
regard  to  other  places.  These  small  maps,  which 
can  be  lithographed  at  very  slightexpense,  contain 
A  ^eat  deal  of  vary  valuable  geo^graphical  inform- 
ation necessary  to  the  duddation  of  the  report 
and  to  enable  Congress  to  understand  it. 

There  is  this  difficulty  about  electrotyping,  tba,t 
die  printing  from  copper  plates  requires  to  be  done 
ky  a  peculiar  press  with  rollers.  Each  plate  re- 
<|uhes  to  be  carefully  arranged.  It  re<][uires  skill 
in  the  operator,  ana  onlv  a  few  copies  can  be 
■truck  on  in  the  course  or  a  day.  But  where  you 
vse  Kthc^raphic  plates,  you  can  use  an  ordinary 
press.  It  is  the  same  djQerence  as  that  between 
copper-plates  and  wood-cuts.  The  wood-cuts  are 
easily  done,  because  they  are  inserted  amongst 
the  types;  but  if  vou  have  copper-plates,  it  must 
all  be  done  by  rollers,  and  therefore,  if  the  Coast 
Surrey  office  und«take  to  use  copper-plates  in- 
n^d  of  lithography,  it  will  subject  the  House  to 
y^y  great  expense. 

These  plates  are  necessary  for  the  elucidation 
of  the  report.  They  ought  not  to  be  copper  plates 
on  the  large  scale,  oecause  they  would  be  too  mi- 
Dute  for  that  purpose,  and  would  ^peT  too  much; 
QieT  ought  not  to  be  copper-pMles  on  the  small 
scale,  because  of  the  difflculty  of  printing;  but 
they  ought  to  be  lithographed,  because  that  can 
be  done  with  the  usual  press-work,  and  is,  at  any 
rate,  much  dieaper. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that,  as  was  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mauie,  [Mr.  Fuller,] 
this  is  no  new  thing  introduced  to  inveigle  Con- 
gress, but  an  old-<tablished  thing;  and  further, 
■a  v«»  staled  hy^egentferoan  frara  TenneMee, 


[Mr.  Stanton,]  the  maps  in  each  copy  of  the 
report  will  cost  only  seventy-five  cents,  instead  of 
ninety-two  cents,  as  was  supposed  when  the  sub- 
ject was  last  before  the  House. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  desire  to  ask  my  friend  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Evans]  one  question  in  relation  to 
this  engraving.  I  find,  on  examination,  that  there 
is  a  large  number  of  maps  in  the  document  rooYn 
connected  with  the  Coast  Survey.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  they  are  the  same  with  those  which  it  15 
proposed  to  engrave  ?  I  will  send  some  specimens 
to  tne  gentleman  from  Maryland,  so  that  he  may 
be  able  to  answer  my  interrogatory. 

Mr.  EVANS.  They  are  not.  The  maps  to 
which  the  gentleman  has  called  my  attention 
were  not  prepared  by  the  Coast  Survey  office  at 
all. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Who  were  they  prepared  by, 
then? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  think  they  were  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department. 
When  these  come  to  be  compared  with  those 
which  we  now  propose  to  publish,  I  think  there 
will  be  found  some  difiiereoce.  I  am  a  judge  of 
maps. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  In  looking  over  the  document 
room  I  found  some  two-horse  wagon  loads  of 
maps  there  of  this  species. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  let 
me  keep  the  mabs  he  has  sent  to  me.  I  hope  he 
intended  to  send  them  to  me  as  a  present. 

Mr.  VENABLE.*  The  charts  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  has  presented 
here,  are  nautical  charts,  and  are  very  unsatisfac- 
tory. Those  which  we  propose  to  publish  are 
geodetic  charts,  which,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Evans]  has  informed  us,  ftiake 
allowance  for  the  shape  of  the  earth,  which  is 
spheroidical.  Nautical  charts  were  prepared  by 
order  of  the  Government  as  far  back  as  1805,  but 
they  are  delusive.  They  are  not  accurate,  because, 
not  being  constructed  upon  the  actual  spheroidical 
shape  of  the  earth,  each  detached  map  may  be 
accurate,  but  when  placed  by  others  do  not  fit — 
one  overlaps  the  other,  and  the  channels  are  not 
therefbre  correctly  marked  with  reference  to  one 
another.  These  maps  are  made  with  reference 
to  thetriangulation  of  which  my  friend  from  Ma- 
ryland speaks.  The  larger  and  smaller  triangula- 
don  present  to  you  the  precise  shape  of  our  ooast 
over  the  whole  extent  where  the  siirveys  have 
been  completed.  Now,  it  does  seem  extraordi- 
nary that  any  difficulty  should  be  raised  upon 
this  subject.  Look  at  the  whole  of  our  Pacific, 
as  well  as  our  Atlantic  coast !  These  charts  are 
prepared  by  a  corps  of  the  most  accomplished 
scholars,  comprising  practical  engineers  -gentle- 
men  educated  in  the  Navy — gentlemen  skilled  in 
the  science  of  hydrography — gentlemen  educated 
at  West  Point — ^gen^emen  skilled  in  the  science 
of  topography — all  of  them  men  of  the  highest 
aitainments,  who  have  been  employed  for  a  lone 
time  on  our  ooast,  and  are  in  every  respect  quaU- 
fied  for  the  execution  of  a  work  demanding  the 
highest  scientific  attainnients.  And  the  charts 
which  they  have  constructed  from  their  own  obser- 
vations are  complete  and  accurate.  The  nautical 
charts  which  have  been  heretofore  constructed  are 
taken  upon  the  principle  that  the  earth  is  a  plane, 
fiat  surface.  They  will,  therefore,  be  incomplete 
and  inaccurate.  Now,  every  gentleman  here 
knows  that  the  effect  of  mistalnng  a  few  feet  one 
side  or  the  other  of  a  channel  may  be  the  loss  of 
the  vessel  and  all  it  contains.    ISut  these  charts 

five  every  point  with  such  accuracy  that  there  can 
e  no  mistake,  and  in  the  absence  even  of  a  pilot 
may  give  the  means  of  a  safe  approach  to  a  har- 
bor. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Since  Congress 
have  ordered  six  thousand  copies  of  those  charts  to 
be  printed  I  have  received  two  letters  from  gentle- 
men of  great  experience,  saying  that  the  use  of 
those  charts  would  enable  them  to  enter  any  port 
covered  by  them,  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot,  they 
were  so  accurate. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  There  is  no  question  about 
it,  as  I  have  before  remarked;  it  is  reduced  to  a 
demonstrative  certainty.  It  is  a  mathematical  as- 
certainment of  the  locality  of  a  channel,  and  the 
charts  being  constructed  with  reference  to  the  shape 
of  the  earth*  there  can  be  no  mistake  as  to  their 
accuracy.  If  you  will  consult  a  mariner — any 
man  skulful  in  the  business  of  sea-faring  life,  he 
will  teH  you  that  mere  nautical  charts  are  often 


very  inaccurate  upon  the  most  important  points, 
while  in  a  geodetic  chart  showing  the  Umangiik^ 
tion,  the  hydrography,  and  the  topography  of  the 
coast  gives  it  absolute  certainty,  as  to  the  locality 
of  the  channel  in  every  point,  and  every  circum- 
stance connected  with  it;  and  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  has  remarked,  with  the  aid  of 
those  charts  any  navigator  can  enter  any  one  of 
our  ports  with  safety,  without  any  other  aid. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  In  reply  to  the  reauest  of  my 
friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans,]  that  I  would 
present  to  him  the  maps  which  I  sent  him  a  mo- 
ment ago,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  will  give  them 
to  him  with  all  my  heart;  and  if  he  wants  more, 
he  can  have  two  horse  wagon  loads  by  going  up 
to  the  document  room. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  what  right  he  has  to  give  them  away? 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Whjr,  by  going  up  there, 
and  selecting  them,  and  having  them  brought  down 
here.* 

Mr.  EVANS.    That  is  no  right  at  all. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  1  hold  them  by  possession ; 
and,  as  a  gentleman  near  me  suggests,  by  tfee 
right  of  discovery  too.     [A  laugh.] 

While  up,  I  wish  to  say  to  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Venable,]  who,  I  am  glad 
to  see,  is  encaged  in  this  subject,  that  a  few  days 
ago,  when  this  subject  was  under  discussion,  he 
was  eloquent  and  ardent  in  showing  the  necessity 
of  these  maps  and  charts.  I  did  not  then  have 
the  opportunity  of  showing  him  that  in  the  docu- 
ment room  a  ^n^'^at  number  of  these  maps  may  be 
found  in  relation  to  his  own  State ;  that  tliere  is  a 
sufficient  number  in  regard  to  Cape  Fear  to  have 
supplied  his  constituents  with  all  the  information 
they  require,  jf  they  are  correct,  so  that  no  navi- 
gator need  have  any  fear  in  entering-  Cape  Fean 
[A  laugh.] 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  say,  that  if  he  will  look  at  these  charts— ^cTr 
I  have  looked  at  them  not  casually,  but  I  have 
examined  them  clo8ely-<>he  will -find  that  the  pres- 
ent observations  were  made  by  the  Coast  Survey, 
and  the  present  charts  supply  all  that  is  wanting  ; 
while  he  will  find  that  the  mere  nautical  ones, 
being  based  upon  the  supposition  that  the  earth  is 
fiat,  are  of  very  httle  use,  because  inaccurate  in 
this  :  suppose  a  nautical  chart  of  Norfolk  harbor 
be  made,  and  the  one  of  some  heurbor  Off  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina  at  eightv  or  a  hundred  miles 
distant,  he  must  perceive  tnat  no  reference  being 
had  to  the  spheroidic  shape  of  the  earth,  they  roust 
be  inaccurate  in  relation  to  each  other.  They 
were  nau^cal  surveys  and  entirely  distinct  from 
the  system  of  observations  taken  by  the  Coast 
Survey.  And  that  survey  which  he  has  given  me, 
as  far  as  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  was  con- 
cerned, was  far  from  being  a  complete  one.  They 
surveyed  Cape  Fear,  but  they  did  not  survey  the 
whole  coast.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  North  Caro- 
lina that  her  coast  is  one  of  the  most  dcmgerous 
in  the  United  States,  and  much  more  so  formerly 
than  now,  because  of  the  want  of  such  observa* 
tions  as  are  now  in  progress.  But  little  has  been 
expended  on  that  coast,  whilst  the  bounties  of  the 
Treasury  have  been  poured  out  with  a  liberal  hand 
on  the  Northern  Atlantic  and  Lake  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  with  channels  ascertained  and 
shoals  marked  by  lights  which  shine  like  stars  on 
the  dark  waters,  yes,  sir,  in  constellations,  our 
coast  has  been  neglected,  and  the  perils  of  navi- 
gation greatly  increased.  The  progress  of  the 
coast  survey  off  North  Carolina,  conducted  by 
the  distinguished  Superintendent  and  his  accom- 
plished assistants,  have  in  a  ereat  measure  re- 
moved the  difficuhy,  and  pointM  out  the  channels 
which  render  navigation  practicable  and  safe. 

The  engineers  employed  in  the  Coast  Survey  at 
present  have  not  completed  the  whole  coast  ffom 
Cape  Fear  to  Charleston,  and  the  wofkis  in  prog- 
ress, and  along  the  coast  of  Georgia.  They  have 
published  a  portion  of  these  charts.  But  I  will 
say  to  my  fnend,  in  order  that  he  may  have  some 
idea  of  the  value  of  this  work,  that  the  knowledge 
heretofsre  possessed  of  this  coast  was  so  imper- 
fect and  so  unsatisfactory,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  a  vessel  insured  at  any  reasonable  rate  which 
was  bound  for  this  coast;  but  sjnce  the  work  has 
been  completed  under  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  these  difficulties  have  been  re* 
moved  in  a  great  measure,  and  insurance  can 
easily  beefi^ected.  The  difficulties  upon  the  shore 
of  North  Carolina  have  been  so  ikr  nmared,  thtt 
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although  it  has  been  heretofore  regarded  as  a  moat 
dangercuM  oeaat,  yet  veaseia  are  now  enabled  to 
enter  our  porta  oilen  without  the  aid  of  a  pilots 
This  has  kneen  the  result  ao  far  as  that  coast  is  con- 
cerned. Now,  I  am  aure  that  my  frieod  will  not 
hesitate  for  the  expense  of  a  small  appropriationf 
when  millions  of  mone^  and  the  lives  of  thou- 
sands  of  men  are  at  nsk.  I  should  be  as  un- 
willing as  any  one  to  vote  unnecessary  appropri- 
ations for  this  or  for  any  other  purpose;  but  wise 
economy  is  always  liberal.  Who  has  a  more  per- 
fect right  to  protection  than  the  hardy  mariner, 
whose  enterprise  binds  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  toeether  in  commercial  intercourse ?  Whose 
life  should  be  more  dear  to  the  country  than  his 
who  brings  comfort,  luxury  and  wealth  to  our 
shores?  Whose  life  of  daring  and  of  danger  is 
of  such  inestimable  value  to  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry in  our  land  ?  Commerce  is  the  right  arm 
•f  the  country;  all  that  can  be  done  to  invigorate 
and  strengthen  it  should  be  the  Btatf.8man'»care. 
Knowledge,  scientific,  accurate  knowledge,  builds 
the  most  enduring  monuments  which  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  statesman's  skill.  The  lives 
and  the  property  of  our  sailors  and  merchants  all 
demand  that  we  should  be  liberal  in  furnishing  the 
information  which  will  protect  them,  and  lam  wil- 
ling at  any  reasonable  cost  to  furnish  it.  The  fear- 
ful loss  of  lives  and  property  produced  by  defec- 
tive charts  and  unlig:hted  shoals  and  rocks,  and  the 
perils  of  navigation  incalculably  increased,  are  de- 
mands to  which  we  cannot  be  insensible  or  un- 
mindful. All  commercial  nations  are  enfiaged  in  a 
like  enterprise  with  ourselves,  and  liberafly  furnish 
aH  the  information  which  they  obtain.  Our  own 
Colonel  Fremont,  when  he  first  visited  the  Pacific 
coast,  detected  by  observation  an  error  in  Merca- 
tor 's  chart,  by  which  San  Francisco  was  placed  sev- 
eral miles  further  on  the  coast  than  it  really  was, 
and  which  had  caused  thi  wreck  of  many  vessels 
that  ran  upon  the  shore  before  they  were  aware  of 
its  proximity.  He  made  the  communication,  and 
I  am  informed  that  the  Eoglbh  Board  of  Admiralty 
had  just  before  sent  a  corps  of  engineers  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause  of  the  freauent  losses  in  that  par- 
ticular part  of  the  Pacinc  coast.  Our  corps  is 
BOW  prosecuting  the  work  off  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia, and  I  trust  we  shall  sustain  the  enterprise, 
and  publish  the  results,  until  there  shall  not  be  a 
shoal,  channel,  or  inlet,  cape,  promontory,  or  bay, 
which  may  not  be  made  perfectly  familiar  to  alt 
whose  business  and  occupation  lead  them  to  the 
dangers  of  the  seas,  thiat  our  statesmen  and 
•cholars  may  also  learn  those  things  so  necessary 
to  be  known  before  they  undertake  to  legislate  or 
to  teach. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Ficklin]  allow  me  to 
say  a  word?  About  two  weeks  ago  we  ordered 
this  printing  to  be  done.  It  was  then  stated  that 
the  cost  of  the  whole  would  be  about  ninety-two 
cents.  We  have  already  ordered  the  printmg  to 
be  done,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  this  is  a  mere 
miestion  of  form.  The  Committee  on  Engraving 
thought  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  report, 
and  for  that  reason  the  subject  has  again  been 
brought  before  the  House.  Now,  what  can  be 
the  difficulty  in  the  matter?  The  printing  has 
been  ordered,  and  the  engravers  must  go  on  witb 
the  wprk. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  also  desire  a  word  of  ex- 
planation. The  Committee  on  Engraving  reported 
upon  precisely  the  same  thing  which  was  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Printing.  The  other 
day  I  reported  the  cost  as  ninety-two  cents,  but  it 
has  since  been  ascertained  that  it  could  be  done 
for  considerably  less  than  that  amount.  But  the 
engraving  of  the  work  belongs  to  the  Committee 
on  En^ving,  and  the  printing  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  The  question  remains 
exactly  the  same,  so  far  as  the  House  is  concerned, 
as  it  did  when  it  was  up  before.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  call  the  previous  question,  and  let  us 
dispose  of  it  at  once. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  That  is  just  what  I  wanted 
to  find  out,  whether  it  is  a  question  of  form  or  of 
substance. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  It  is  simply  a  question  of 
form. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  These  charts  which  I  pre- 
sented here,  I  think  were  published  in  1839.  Now, 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina  rather  intimates 
that  the  spherodical  shape  of  the  earth  was  not 
then  uiidenuxML 


Mr.  VENABLE.  I  merely  stated  the  differ- 
ence between  nautical  and  geoueiical  charts'. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  understood  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  to  intimate  that  it  had  i^t  been 
ascertained  by  the  Coast  Survey  and  Department 
that  the  fbrm  of  the  earth  was  not  a  plane  flat  sur- 
face. He  says  that  the  informauon  which  we 
received  in  1832  was  incorrect.  But  if  he  will 
look  into  the  matter  he  will  find  that  a  great  deal 
of  this  incorrect  matter  was  published  by  order  of 
the  House.  A  great  many  more  numbers  were 
printed  than  was  necessary  for  distribution  by  the 
members  of  the  House. 

If  the  number  to  be  printed  is  decided  upon,^d 
the  question  is  one  of  mere  form  between  these 
two  committees,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  in 
re^d  to  it;  but  if  it  involve,  in  any  way,  the  pub- 
lishing of  a  larger  number  than  has  been  heretofore 
ordered,  I  am,  for  one,  against  it. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  It  does  not  involve  a  single 
cent  more  expense.  It  is  a  a  question  relating  lo 
the  duties,  falling,  in  part,  legitimately,  to  the 
Committee  on  Engraving,  and  another  part  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  It  is  the  same  thing  here- 
tofore decided  upon,  and  does  not  involve  any  ad- 
ditional expense. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  will  remark,  in  regard  to 
this  coast  survey,  that  it  has  been  well  said  by  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  V bnablb,]  that 
dollars  ore  not  to  be  regarded  in  reference  to  it; 
and,  indeed,  they  need  not  be  counted,  because  it 
will  continue  from  year  to  year  and,  as  I  appre- 
hend, from  century  to  century  at  a  cost  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  there  wiU  be 
no  end  to  it  while  this  Government  has  a  sea- 
coast.  That  being  the  case,  and  such  the  proba- 
bility, I  think  it  very  important  we  should  watch 
over  this  expenditure,  wnich  already  is  becoming 
very  large,  not  to  say  enormous.  It  was  sug- 
gested tlutt  the  previous  question  should  be  moved; 
but  as  I  do  not  desire  to  do  so,  I  will  yield  the 
floor. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
received  a  second,  and  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered to  be  put. 

The  resolution  was  again  read  for  information, 
and  the  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
WABASH  RIVER, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  entitled  **A  bill  to  grant  to  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands  therein,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
River  Wabash;"  which  was  read  a  first  aiMl  sec- 
ond time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

PUBLIC  PRIHTING  OFFICE. 
Mr.  DOTY,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
entitled  **A  bill  to  establish  a  public  printing  office, 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Printing;"  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

POWERS   AND   DUTIES   OF   AMERICAN   CON- 

8UL8. 

Mr.  SACKETTT,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  resolution;  which  was  read  for  informa- 
tion, as  follows,  viz: 

Re90hedj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreicn  Aflkira  be  in- 
structed to  inquira  into  the  powers  and  duties  of  American 
Consuls  and  Commercial  Agents  in  relation  to  American 
seamen,  mariners,  olAcers,  and  commanders  of  merchant 
vessels  of  the  citisens  of  the  United  States,  in  fbrdgn  ports 
and  places;  and  lo  brinf  in  a  hill  to  more  completely  define 
and  establish  such  powers  and  duties. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  If  the  House  will  allow  me 
one  woid  upon  that  resolution,  I  presume  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Voices.    «* Hear!"  "Hear!" 

Mr.  S.,  (continuing.)  There  is  a  claim  now  be- 
fore Congress,  of  a  considerable  amount,  arising 
out  of  the  exercise  of  verv  doubtful  powers  of  one 
of  our  consuls,  and  it  is  tor  the  purpose  of  having 
and  obtaining  h  competent  committee  to  examine 
into  their  power  and  duties,  that  I  ask  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ; which  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 


NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  cave  notice,  ooder  the  rak.nf  to 
intention  to  introduce  a  bin  amendatory  of  the  act  tpprovtd 
September  9th,  1  ftSO,  entiUed  "  An  act  proporinf:  to  the  Stan 
of  Teias  the  estabjishmeat  of  her  nortMra  and  westara 
boundaries,  the  rHinquisbment  by  the  said  Biate  of  all  tsi- 
ritory  clainied  by  her  exterior  to  said  boundaries,  and  of  aB 
her  claims  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  estabusb  t  tent> 
tonal  fovemment  for  New  Mexico.^ 

Mr.  ALLISON  gave  notice  that  he  woald.oa  lo-amra*, 
or  on  some  subs«|ttent  day,  introduce  a  biU  frtniinK  om 
million  of  acres  of  land  to  the  Sute  of  Pennsylvania,  tor  the 

Eurpose  of  aiding  the  Pittsburf  and  Erie  Railroad  Comptst 
1  constructing  Uieir  road. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  kc,  were  praodd 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  conunineeti 

By  Mr.  MEADE :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captaia 
Joshua  Frepton,  prayinc  for  commutation  pay. 

Atoo,  the  petition  of  Darid  Toole,  praying  for  •  pensioa 
in  consideration  of  injuries  received  while  in  the  semcetf 
the  United  States  duriogthe  lale  war. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  The  petition  of  siAidry  cittzeni  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  etrrj- 
ing  and  delivery  of  the  mail  on  the  Chiisliaa  Sabbaib,  or 
Lord's  day,  be  prohibited. 

Also,  two  petitions  ftom  citisens  of  Western  Proufl. 
vania,  for  a  ship  canal  around  the  foils  of  Sainte  Mane>i 
river. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  The  meaiorials  of  Dicksoa  MaMarimi 
Cariton  Hall,  deputy  marshals,  praying  additional  somyrn 
sation  for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE :  The  memorial  of  Tbrvn 
R.  Holmes  and  nchers,  citisens  of  Pittsburg,  PennsylTama, 
praving  for  the  coMtructioo  of  a  ship  caaafanMrnd  tbt  Sfli 
of  the  river  Sie.  Marie,  Michigan. 

Also,  the  mepnorial  of  N.  P.  Sawyer  and  others,  of  Pits- 
burg,  of  the  same  tenor. 

Also,  tlie  memorial  of  WilUam  M.  Sample  and  odMn,of 
Pittsburg,  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  W.  W.  Wallace,  J.  D.  WOliaM, 
and  others,  of  Pittsburg,  for  tht  same. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Charles  Naylor  and  otben,  of 
Pittsburg,  for  the  same. 

By  Mr.  SCUOONMAKER:  The  petition  onammm 
of  vessels  hailiug  ftom  various  ports  in  the  UniteiiSaiN, 
who  have  fVeighted  ftom  Rondout  during  the  muM  of 
1861,  for  an  appropriation  to  remove  obstmctiOBi  ftna  tbi 
channel  of  the  Rondout  river,  at  or  near  its  Janeiioa  vt* 
the  Hudson  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Yort. 

Also,  a  petition  of  clttaena  of  the  State  and  diy  of  New 
York,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Also,  a  petiton  of^  Hester  Serrine,  formerly  Hosier  Tut- 
dfaig,iM'  Yorfctown.  New  York,  and  widow  of iohn  PaaMbf, 
decMMsed,one  of  the  captors  <^M^Jor  Andre,  for  a  psosioA. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  The  memorial  of  J.  Fanoei 
Owen,  of  Ohio,  P.  E.  Boyce,  of  Indiana,  and  58  oihen, 
inveators,  praying  Congress  fbr  the  completina  of  the  Patfst 
OAce  buOdiog  according  to  the  original  design  arepaml  fey 
William  P.  Elliott,  an  architect  of  the  city  of  Waabioctos, 
and  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  ia  ik 
year  1S38. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  nMmorial  mf  Colonel  OcMgc  If. 
Morgan,  and  others,  asking  an  increase  of  the  pesiies  sf 
George  Momony.  a  soldier  in  ttie  Mexican  war. 

By  Mr.  AIKEN :  The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Con- 
Boerce  of  Charleston,  South  Carolioa,  praying  that  as  af> 
propriation  be  made  for  deepening  the  bar  and  otbcnnM 
unproving  the  entrance  to  the  huoor  of  CbarlesMi,  Sosik 
Carolina. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  A  memorial  stened  by  J.  K.  Slwcj^ 
and  four  others,  commissioners  of  ue  Asylum  for  the  Den 
and  Dumb,  recently  estahlisheid  by  tlie  State  of  MisMNih,a 
Fulton,  in  said  State,  asking  a  donatiOB  of  puMic  land  t" 
the  use  and  beneAt  of  said  asylum. 
•  By  Mr.  ANDREWS :  The  memorial  of  James  T.  Cluk 
and  others,  deputy  marshals  of  Oxford  county,  Msine,  to 
inerease  of  compensation  fbr  taking  the  census  of  1650. 

By  Mr.  DISNEY  :  The  memorml  of  WUliam  WOm 
Chancellor,  asking  Cougreaato  endow  the  ^Natioaai  Um- 
vervity  **  in  Ohio. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  meichaals,  shippers,  shlp'OwsMi; 
uaderwriters,  and  oihttn,  of  Cincinnati,  rewoartTattaf 
against  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  the  reduction  of  coats,  kc, 
in  admiralty.  . 

By  Mr.  KUHNS:  The  peUUon  of  John  C.  Plooier.airf 
70  other  citixena  of  Westmoreland  cuuntyt  Peaasylvaim, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  direct  mail  roots  tim 
Westnewton  to  Qreensburg,  in  said  county. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROLL  ADAY,  it  was  ^ 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Mesws.  naiw 
k,  Graham  be  withdrawn  from  the  aiesof  Uie  Bmiw,aa« 
be  referred  again  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OBee  m< 
Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  BOYD:  The  peHtion  of  James  Sweet,  prajjAf 
compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  aiilitary  service  of  iw 
United  States.  «,..__ 

By  Mr.  CHURCH  WELL :  The  memorial  of  R.  W»i?^ 
of  Tenneasee,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  aatbuntiBf 
the  election  or  appointment  of  two  puMic  printen  to  t«s* 
gress,  one  a  Democrat  and  one  a  Whig.  .     

Also,  a  memorial,  prajring  for  the  passage  of  the  Ikmh- 
slead  bill.     "S^^  , .,  w  .j. 

Also,  a  memorfII*>caying  to  have  the  act  of  3d  MvtOi 
1851,  so  amended  as  to  have  one  uniform  rate  of  poiur 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Territories. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memwiwjj 
John  8.  LitteU,  aakiaa  for  per  diem,  mUeage,  fcc.tWC<»- 
testing  the  seat  of  J.  Robbins,  jr.,  in  the  31rt  Cons'**' 

By  Mr.  BELL:  The  petiUon  of  citisens  of  ^w«J 
township.  Dark  county,  Ohio,  vnyingfyr\itttMVWnoe» 
uf  a  mall  route  from  Jacksonvide,  in  said  coontr»  ••  ^'^ 
mie,  in  Shelby  county,  Ohio.  uimm 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  meamrisl  •^•«»*T,*=2*S 
of  nUnoia,SBkiofforagiaatorpnhBe  land  M  sM  »  "" 
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of  •  nllraad  fitom  Bvrliogton,  on  tbe  Mi«ri»- 
rippiy  to  ilie  MiMOori. 

Bv  Mr.  DAVI8,  of  MMMehtuettt :  The  petitioiu  of  O. 
B.  Maafiun  and  others,  ofSprinstlcId,  MasMcbiuettii ;  Peter 
Lochy  nnd  othen,  of  WestlleM.  MaaMwhiMetts ;  William 
Cbecay  mmd  ottwnu  of  Salem,  MaMacbu«etls  ;  Moees  E. 
Gceen  and  otiiefv,of  Burlington,  Verment;  Benjamin  Van 
Bora  and  iMbers,  of  Wesi  SprMigfleld,  M assachuaetta ;  John 
B.  McComb  and  other*,  or  Watertown,  New  York ;  John 
R.  Whipple  and  other*,  of  Ne«r  fpawicb,  New  Hamaphire ; 
Jaokoa  V.  SteiMMi  and  other*,  of  Worceeter,  MaMiaehneett* ; 
aererttlly  prayhif  for  a  modiBcation  in  the  dutlee  oa  cigar*. 

Alao,  the  petttion  of  J.  G.  Clark  &  Co.  and  others,  of 
Beetoa,  Maasachusetts,  for  an  apprcmriaiinn  for  the  con- 
scnictioB  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  (alls  of  the  Bte.  Marie 
ilffet'a 


IN  SENATE. 
TuBiDAT,  Feltnutry  3, 1853. 
Prayer  by  the  Rer.  L.  F.  Moroav. 

EXECUnVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  <m.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
ia  compliance  with  an  act  more  efiectually  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  national  defence,  bv  eetabliahing  a 
imilbrm  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  of  the  Adjutant  General 
with  an  **  Abistract  of  the  Returns  of  the  Militia  of 
all  the  States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms,  ac- 
coutrements and  ammunition,"  taken  from  the 
latest  returns  received  by  that  Department;  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia*  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
torioFy  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
SamtB  of  the  96th  January,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  given  by  that  Department  to 
the  Comniissionera  appointed,  pursuant  to  tbe  act 
of  Copgrei  approved  March  3,  1851,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land 
daima  in  the  Slate  of  California,"  and  also  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  which  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  Surveyor  General  of  Caliibrnia  in  connection 
with  the  subject;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Cemmittee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
pnntad* 

Tlw  PRESIDENT  pn  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  from  the  ^retary  of  the  Territory  of 
Ortgtm,  tiansmittior  a  copv  of  the  Journals  of'^the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
aentatiTes  of  the  Legidati  ve  Assembly  of  that  Ter- 
ritory; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Temtories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS* 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  a  memorial  of  the  as- 
■sianfe  marshals  or  Hamilton,  Jefferson,  and  Co- 
hunbta  counties,  Florida,  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Cenaoa,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
vaa  referred  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  memorial  of  Wil- 
Bun  D.  Graves,  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the 
Serenth  Census  in  Caswell  county,  North  Caro- 
Utta,  prayinr  additional  compensation;  which  was 
tcfemd  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  memorials  of 
Dickeon  Mallard,  of^  Duplin  county;  A.  Carmi- 
(^ael,of  Wilkes  county;  Thomas  F.  Baxter,  of 
Curritock  county;  Shepherd  K.  Nash,  of  Orange 
cnuity ;  Robert  Abernathy ,  of  Gaston  county;  and 
}.  H.  Mitchell,  of  Camden  county,  assistant  mar- 
ihala  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  North  Car- 
Q&na,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  Pat- 
nek  Donohue  and  otners,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
jrvyiiig  the  interference  of  the  United  States  in 
avor  of  the  oppressed  of  other  nations;  which 
Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submitted  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  West  Point,  Iowa, 
id  relation  to  the  donation  of  land  asked  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Dubuque  and  Keokuck  railroad; 
%iiieh  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Bdr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
tertaio  citizens,  merchants  and  others,  of  the  city 
tif  Philadelphia,  prayine  the  construction  of  an 
^(htional  canal  arouhd  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio;  which 
Vis  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  of  the  ad- 
luniitrator  of  Oran  Sherwood,  praying  the  ap- 
pointoMot  of  a  tribunal  to  review  the  decisions  of 
tkc  kite  Board  of  Commissionerr  fbr  the  settle- 
ment of  daims  of  American  ciUzens  against  Mex- 


ico; w&ich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  E.  C.  Roberts,  and  305  other 
citizens  of^ Ontonagon  county,  Michigan,  praying 
theconstructiou  of  piers  and  harbors  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Ontonagon  river, Lake  Superior;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  the  citizens  of  Houghton 
county  and  Ontonagon  county,  Michigan,  pray- 
ing the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  aruuad  ine 
Fails  of  the  Su  Mary's  river;  which  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  petition  of  J.  A. 
Seawell,  a  passed  midshipman  in  the  Navy,  pray- 
ing the  allowance  of  additional  pay  under  a  clause 
in  the  Naval  appropriation  bill  of  1846;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Speiden,  a  purser 
in  the  Navy,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  commission 
on  the  military  contributions  received  by  him 
while  acting  purser  to  the  United  States  frigate 
Congress,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  during  the  late  war 
with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial  of  insurers, 
ship-owners,  merchants,  and  others,  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  salary  of  the  United  States  dis- 
trict judge  at  Key  West,  Florida,  may  be  in- 
creased; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants  and  others,  of 
New  York,  praying  that  the  act  of  March  3, 
18i7,  for  reducing  the  costs  ahd  expenses  of  pro- 
ceedings in  admiralty  against  ships  and  vessels 
may  not  be  repealed;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  T.  Norris,  a  pilot, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  in  consideration 
of  injuries  received  while  mooring  the  light-ship 
off  &ndy  Hook,  in  1839;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
Mint  at  New  York  may  not  become  a  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  three  petitions  of  merchants  and  others, 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  enlargement 
of  the  Louiiville  and  Portland  Canal;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Mercer  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  on  Sundav  may  be  prohibited  by 
law;  whi^h  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal 
around  the  Falls  of  the  St.  Mary's  river;  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  manufacturers  of  cigars  at 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  imported  cigaiii;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Uommittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  proceedings  of  citi- 
zens of  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  the 
St.  Mary's  river;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  two  memorials  of  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying  that  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  on  Supdiay  mav  be  prohibited  by  law; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  thfee  petitions  of  citizens  of  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  prayinf  the  construction 
of  a  ship  canal  around  tne  Falls  of  the  St.  Mary's 
river;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  three  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  confftruction  of  a 
ship  canal  around  ^e  Falls  of  the  St.  Mary's 
river;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frances  Elliot,  praying 
remuneration  for  expenses  incurred  by  ner  late 
husband.  Commodore  Elliot,  for  entertnining  high 
official  personages  while  commanding  the  United 
States  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  seven- 
teen insurance  companies  in  Boston,  praying  that 
a  light-ship,  with  a  fog-bell  on  board,  may  be 
moored  in  the  slue  between  the  shoals  off  Cape 
Roman,  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  seventeen  insurance  com- 
J  panies  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  sulary  of  tbe  1 


United  States  district  judge  at  Key  West,  Fk>rt^ 
da,  may  be  increased;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judioary. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Kennedy  dk  Darling,  praying  for  payment  of  their 
Indian  store  and  ^ooas  destroyed  by  tbe  Seminole 
Indians,  in  Flonda;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SPRUANCE  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  D.  Bird  and  others,  holders  of  claims  upon 
the  late  Republic  of  Texas,  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  September  9, 1850,  praying  that  they  may 
be  paid  upon  their  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Charieston,  South  Car- 
olina, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  improve^ 
meni  of  the  entrance  of^the  harbor  of  that  city; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Com* 
merce. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial  of 
Harriet  De  la  Palm  Baker,  only  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick H.  Weissenfels,  an  ofhcer  in  the  Army  of 
the  Revolution,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
C.  Alexander,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  execute 
the  printing  and  binding  of  the  returns  of  the 
Seventh  Census;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  document 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railroads 
from  Lafayette,  through  Peoria  and  Buriington^ 
to  the  Missouri  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RSFBRRBD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

f>rUnij  That  tbe  petition  of  O.  E.  Oreneaux,  on  ibc  flias 
of  tba  Senate,  be  nttntd  to  tbe  Coaunitiee  oa  the  Jadl- 
eiary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE, it  was 

fhri^red,  That  tbe  peHtioa  of  Oliver  Foltom,  on  the  flies 
of  tbe  Senate,  ba  referred  to  tbe  Oununinee  oa  Peaiiona. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  manoiial  of  tlie  eseentor  of  OarMr 
Page,  on  tbe  fliet  of  tbe  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Commil- 
tee  on  Revolutionary  Claimi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

Ordwed,  Tbat  tbe  petition  of  H.  N.  Dennitoa.oolbe  flies 
of  tbe  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coauaittee  on  Revolatioa- 
ary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

f}rdtrtd,  Tbat  tbe  petition  of  Elixa  Evan*,  on  the  fllee  of 

the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Revolotiouary 

Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Lewis  Morris,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  was  read. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  C.  Easton, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
inc,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  oo 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  pa3rment  of  invalid  pensions  in  certain  cases, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

He  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printea. 

INDIAN  SUPERINTEKDENCY  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Superintendent  or  Indian  affairs  m  California,  to 
report  a  substitute,  by  way  of  amendment,  for  the 
wnole  bill,  and  to  request  the  Senate  to  act  upon 
it  immediately.  I  -  therefore  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  consider  the  bill  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  that  no  Senator  will  ob- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
California  is  the  only  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  without  a  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs.  This  bill  is  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  an  officer. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  substitute  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
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^unst  pr<md«9  that  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of 
May  6tb,  1822,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  interconrse 


with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace 

►ved  30th  March,  IQQ^ 
also,  the  5th  section  of  an  act  approved  April 


'  the  Indian  frontier,'  approved  3dth  March 


>eace  on     foil 
Mi  April  '      « 


The  bill  was  reporctd  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
following,  which  immediately  succeeds  the  enact- 
dauae: 


35th,  1824,  entitled  «'  An  act  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes," 
be  revived  and  extended  to  the  State  of  California, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Superintend  en cy 
of  Indian  affairs  for  that  State;  and  that  the  Pres- 
ident, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  oe  authorized  to  appoint  a  Superintendent 
of  Indian  afllairs  to  reside  m  said  State,  who  shall 
possess  the  same  powers  and  be  subject  to  tlie 
same  duties  as  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

It  further  provides  that  the  said  Superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  shall  have  an  annual  salary  not 
exceeding  .  That  he  shall  be  allowed  a 
clerk,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed 


per  annum. 
Mr.  ATCHISON. 


The  Senate  will 


perceive 

(hat  the  bill  proposes  to  create  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent of  Inaian  affairs  for  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
that.  The  only  question  is  as  to  the  amount  of 
compensation.  I  move  to  fill  the  first  blank  with 
««  $5,000,"  and  the  second  blank  with  «*  $2,500;" 
•o  that  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  shall  not 
exceed  $5,000,  nor  that  of  the  clerk  $2,500. 

The  amendments  to  the  amendment  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

TENURE  OP  ARMY  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration: . 

.  Rwtloaij  That  the  Cemmtttae  on  Mtlitiurjr  AfTain  be  in- 
wttmottd  to  ioqitueinto  the  otpttdieaey  of  providisif  by  law 
that  all  commlMUonii  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Statea  bere- 
alter  shall  be  for  a  tiimted  tine,  whidi shall  bfrexpiesasd  in 
the  commiMiona. 

CHAA6B  d'affaires  TO  SWITSIBRLAND. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  submitted  the  fbllowini^  res- 
titution for  consideration: 

Resolt>ed.  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  ASkin  be  re- 
qnested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  malting  provision 
by  law,  for  tbeiuusloiufltand  wUary  ofaChan^d'AflhiFea 
<o  Switseriaiid. 

FLORIDA  SENATORIAL  ELECTION. 

The  Senate  pfoceedad  to  bttJi\oi  for  a  member  of 
4he  Committee  on  the  Florida  Senatorial  Election 
Case,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  with- 
drawal of  Mr.  BERaiEN.  Thirty -nine  votes  were 
^ven,  pf  which 

Mr.  Badger  received 46 

Mr.  SouTe 9 

Mr.  Dawson * 5 

Mr.  0nderwood 4 

Mr.  Butler 2 

Mr.  Sumner. 2 

Mr.  Davis,  (already  on  the  committee) ....  1 

39 
Mr.  Badger  havinr  received  the  largest  number 
of  votes  was  declared  duly  elected,  and  the  com- 
miaee  now  consists  of  Messrs.  Badger,  Bright, 
Davis,  Ma»on,  and  Pearce. 

DISCIPLINE  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  gave  notice  yesterday  that 
I  should  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill,  re- 
ported by  me  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  enforce  discipline  and  promote  good  con- 
duct in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
dispose  of  it  this  morning.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  submittinr  that  motion  now.  I  woula  say  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  bill  as  reported  is  precisely 
the  same  as  the  one  which  passed  the  Senate  with 
^rreat  unanimity  at  the  last  session.  It  is  highly 
important  that  it  should  be  acted  on  immediately, 
as  saoadrons  are  now  prepannr  to  go  to  sea;  and 
it  is  highly  important  that  the  officers  should  carry 
with  them  some  lawful  authority  to  enforce  dis- 
cipline. I  hope,  then,  that  there  will  be  no  objec- 
cion  to  taking  up  and  disposing  of  the  bill  this 
morning.  I  move  to  postpone  the  prior  orders, 
mnd  take  up  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  amed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time;  and  the  Sen- 
ate procesdad  to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of 
ilMWhok. 


That  sumnMuy  courtihinartial  may  be  orders  upon 
petty  officers,  and  persona  of  inliirior  ratinga,  by  Ibfrcon* 
monder  of  any  Ves«el  in  Uie  Navy,  for  the  trial  of  ofleQces 
wliich  he  lua^*  deem  desen-ing  ot'  greater  puRiAhuicui  than 
the  commander  of  a  veisci  is,  by  the  act  approved  twenty- 
third  April,  eighteen  hundred,  now  authorised  to  inflict  of 
his  own  authority,  but  not  sufficient  to  require  trial  foy  gttn- 
eral  court-mnrtial. 

<<  Sec.  2.  ^and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  summary 
courts-martial  shall  consist  ot*  three  commissioned  ofltcera 
and  of  iiooie  person  competent  to  act  as  recorder :  Provided, 
That  io  case*  where  commiasioned  officera  cannot  be  de- 
tailed for  such  service,  said  court  may  be  comjMsed  ofany 
(Officers  of  or  above  the  rank  of  nnsved  mid^bipman.  Be- 
fore proceeding  to  trial,  the  membera  shall  take  Uie  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation,  whieb  the  recorder  is  hereby  aulbor- 
Ued  to  administer : 

<"  I,  A  D,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affinn)  that  I  will  well 
and  truly  try,  without  prejudice  or  partiality,  the  ca^e  now 
pending,  according  to  the  evidence  which  shall  be  adduced, 
the  laws  for  the  government  of  the  NSvy,  and  my  own  con- 
science.' 

**  Afler  which  the  recorder  of  the  court  shall  take  the 
following  oatl)  or  afiiriQatioo,  which  the  senior  member  of 
the  court  shall  admininter :  <  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  I  will  keep  a  mte  record  of  the  evidence 
which  may  be  given  before  this  court,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings thereof.' 

"  Sec.  3.  jJnA  be  U further  enacted.  That  the  commander 
of  a  ship  shall  have  authority  to  order  any  officer  undet  his 
command  to  act  as  the  recorder  of  a  sumnmry  coorf-mar- 
tial. 

*<  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  «U  testimony 
given  before  such  court  shall  be  given  orally,  on  oath  of 
affirmation,  wiiich  the  senior  memt>er  of  the  court  shall  ad- 
ministor. 

»<aec.$.  *4RdAet</itr(4erenac<cd,Tliat«vaunaryc<Mirta- 
martial  may  sentence  petty  officers,  and  peraoaa  of  inferior 
ratings,  to  Uie  following  punuUiments. 

And  insert  the  following: 

"  That  the  commander  of  any  vessel  in  the  Navy,  or  of 
any  ^hore  station,  shall  have  authority  to  puni«4i  offences 
.committed  by  petty  officers  and  persons  of  inferior  ratings, 
by  any  one  or  more  of  the  foliowtaig  punishments,  to  wit: 

**  1.  By  diminiehtn^  their  raiioos ;  by  restricting  their  diet 
Io  bread  and  water;  by  Imposing  extra  police  and  oUisr 
duties  ;  and  in  cases  of  theft,  in  additiun.tn  any  of  the  fore- 
going punishments,  by  making  good  from  the  wages  of  the 
offender  to  Um  owner  tlie  vahie  of  Hie  article  or  artielea 
stolen,  and  obUging  the  oflboder  to  wear,  for  any  time  not 
egcceeding  ten  days,  a  ba4ge  with  the  word  *tAif/'  there<ni." 

The  residue  of  the  fiAh  section  remained  unal- 
tered, as  follows: 

*'  Isi.  JJiicbarge  ficoiB  the  aervice,  with  bad  oontect  di»» 
charge. 

"Sd.  Solitary  confinement  in  irons,  single  or  double,  qs 
bread  and  water :  Provided,  No  such  confinement  shall  ex- 
ceed thirty  days. 

"  3d.  Soliuu-y  confloemeot  in  kens,  aiogte  or  double,  not 
exceeding  thirty  days. 

*<  4tb.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  thirty  daya. 

"  5th.  Confinement  not  exceeding  two  months. 
..*<6ih.  Redaction  to  next  inferior  rating. 

''  7Ji.  Ball  and  cb^n,  but  not  to  be  worn  at  aea. 

"  dfh.  Deprivation  of  lilierty  on  shore. 

<*  And  low  of  pay,  not  to  exceed  three  months,  may  be 
added  to  any  of  the  above-mentioned  punishmenu.'' 

The  next  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out 
from  the  sixth  section  these  words: 

*<  That  no  such  sentence  shall  be  carried  into  execution 
wlthottt  the  approval  of  the  officer  ordering  the  court,  who 
■hall  have  power  to  remit  in  part  or  altogether,  but  not  to 
commute  any  such  seateneei.'' 

It  also  proposed  to  amend  the  residue  of  the 
section,  which  is  in  these  words,  by  strikinif  out 
the  words  **  by  a  summary  court-martial:" 

**Jlni  provided,  Tbst  no  sentence  to  aoHtary  confinement 
oball  be  directed  to  be  carried  into  execadon  onUl  the  sur- 
geon or  senior  medical  officer  on  board,  aitbe  time,  has  ex- 
amined the  prisoner  and  certified  that  it  can  be  done  with- 
out serious  injury  to  his  health ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  to  remit  tlie  whole  or  any  part  of  any  sen- 
tence [by  a  Mimmory  ceuti-niavHal,]  the  execution  of 
which  would,  in  the  opinion  of  said  surgeon  or  aeaior  med- 
ical officer,  produce  such  injury.** 

Sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine,  remain  unal- 
tered, thus: 

"  Sac.  7.  Andbe  it  fwrtktr  enadted,  Thattbe  commasd- 
er  of  every  ship  or  vessel  in  the  Navy  shall  cause  a  con- 
duct book  to  be  kept,  embracing  every  petty  officer  and 
person  of  inferior  rating  under  his  command,  in  which 
shall  be  noted  evwy  instance  of  meritorious  or  bad  eunduct 
of  each  man  ;  and  whenever  a  man  is  discharged,  eittier  at 
or  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he  shall  take 
care  that  his  general  character  be  noted  on  his  discharge, 
giving  to  those  who  merit  them,  GtnoA  Conduct  Discharges; 
and  to  tliose  who  deserve  them.  Bad  Conduct  Dischaiges ; 
and  to  those  whose  conduct  ^all  merit  no  particular  note, 
dischar^ges  in  the  usual  form :  Provided,  That  the  charac- 
ter to  be  given  on  a  discharge  shaQ  be  ascertained  and  es- 
tablished under  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Nayr  Department. 

*'8bc.  8.  Jind  be  it  further  enoicUd,  That  any  petty  officst, 
or  person  of  inferior  rating,  who  shall  be  discbaiged  with  a 
good  conduct  discharge,  afier  a  service  of  not  less  than  two 
ysars)  ahaU  have  a  prsftreaes  on  seViitsring  the  asrvice, 


and  in  advance  to  higher  mtiagaaver  persons  «r  sioMar 
qualifications,  but  who  have  not  so  served;  and  wbcnettr 
a  p^iy  officer,  xjt  person  of  inferior  rating,  shaQ  be  trans- 
ferred (Jroui  one  ship  or  statiun  to  another,  bis  eharactsr 
shall  be  noted  on  the  transfer  roll. 

<<  Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  everr  petty  of. 
ficer,  or  person  of  inferior  rating,  who  fehall  reeeive  a  good 
conduct  discharge,  aAer  a  continiraus  wrvice  of  not  lea 
than  two  years,  shall,  if  he  reontera  within  three  mendu 
atter  his  discharge,  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on  the  boc4s  of 
the  ship  to  which  he  may  be  first  ordered,  of  three  mAodit* 
wages,  at  his  former  rating;  and  after  twimty  yean*  »«. 
vice  in  the  Navv,  with  good  conduct  diaoharges  at  Um  ter- 
mination of  each  enlistment,  every  sueb  petty  officer  orp«. 
son  ot  inferior  rating  shall  be  eotilled  to  admission  u>  sod 
provision  in  the  naval  as>'iiun  for  life,  with  half  the  bmm^ 
ly  wages  of  his  last  enlkfimctnt.'* 

The  amendments  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  sections,  which  are  in  thesa 
words: 

"  Sac.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thatcomnandinf 
officers  may,  of  their  own  autliority,  nuniili  (^(extfes  com- 
mitted by  petty  officers,  and  others  of  inferior  ratings,  \nia 
their  commvid,  by  aoiiuiry  or  other  confinement ;  bf  di- 
mtnishing  their  rations ;  hy  restricting  dieir  diet  to  bread 
and  water;  by  impoeing  extra  police  and  other  dniiM;  bj 
withholding  permission  to  leave  the  ship  on  liberty,  irbca 
lueh  indalgenee  ia  granted  toothera  of  the  ship^  compsnn 
and  in  case  of  thefV  not  excoeding  the  value  of  five  dolian, 
by  making  good  from  the  wage:*  of  the  offender  to  the  owner, 
the  value  of  the  article  or  articles  proved  to  have  ben 
stolen,  and  obNging  the  offimder  to  wear,  for  any  Uow  mc 
exeeediug  ten  ways,  a  badge  with  llie  word  "  Thief;"  mA 
such  commanding  officer  may  combine  any  two  of  fheM 
punishments  at  his  discretion.  But  solitary  confineoMei 
thus  directed  shall  not  exceed  ftfYeen  days,  nor  other  elate 
eon  fineineat  twenty  daye;  nor  shaH  any  or  the  oQiet  psD- 
ishments  hereby  authorised  be  oonCiniied  for  a  longer  tine 
than  thirty  das^i  "or  so  long,  aai^ttae  opinion  of  thetuqieoe, 
or  senior  medical  officer  present,  it;*  continuance  would le- 
rimuilv  aflTect  the  health  of  the  nfUmder.  If  the  fjffeom 
•faall.be  deemed  mrequii«8evererpiMiisliment,ibeodieader 
may  be  confined,  unnl  he  can  be  broit||it  to  trial  Nbiei 
court,  either  general  or  summary,  or  his  release  is  oniered 
by  proper  authority. 

*•  Sac.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  file  proceed- 
ings oC  summary  courtaroiartialaball  be  eootfaeted  via  a 
much  conciseness  and  preeiaioa  s*  lasy  be  coasisteBt  riA 
the  ends  of  justice,  and  under  such  forms  and  rul«i  ti  i»y 
be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  Ac  vp- 
proval  of  the  President  of  the  united  States;  and  alt  nek 
praceediQgs  shall  be  traoosnltted,  ia  ilw  wool  auMlf,K>  ihi 
riavy  Department. '' 

The  next  amendment  proposed  to  strike  ooi 

from  the  twelflh  section  the  words,  "  to  be  io- 

dieted  bv  a  summary  icotiri-martial.*'  The  section 

is  as  follows: 

«  Sac.  10.  Ami  bo  it  further  onmoted.  Thst  any  pani*- 
ments  authorized  by  ibis,  act  £to  t>e  inflicted  by  a  soaiiDay 
court  martial  J  may  likewise  be  indicted  by  any  feoexd 
court-martial." 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  explain  to  the  Senati 
the  purpose  of  the  amendments  which  have  be« 
reportea.  The  bill,  as  reported  from  the  commit- 
tesi  and  as  it  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last aenion, 
contemplates  theest&blishment  of  snonnary  coaita* 
martial  for  the  ptirpose  of  trying  petty  officers  aod 
persons  of  inferior  ratings  on  board  ships,  aod 
giving  to  those  courts  the  power  to  inflict  uie  nw* 
ishments  which  are  mentioned  in  the  bill.  Th< 
committee  directed  me — without a.disaenting  voice, 
all  the  n»embera  of  the  committee  being  preseo^- 
to  report  the  amendmenie  whidli  have  jtist  bceo 
read.  The  effect  of  them  is  simply  to  striksovt 
from  the  bill  the  provision  for  summary  coorts- 
mptrtiaJ  and  to  l6ave  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
indict  the  punishments  which^  in  the  hSl,  are  pre 
scribed  as  a  substitute  for  the  corporal  pnoiak- 
ment  which  was  abolished  by  a  fMronso  to  tin 
naval  appropriation  bill  at  the  session  before  Inst 
The  committee  were  clearly  of  opinion,  diat  what- 
ever punishments  the  bill  propoaes  as  a  subsiiuit< 
for  corporal  punishment,  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of  a  vessel  as  m* 
dispensable  to  his  authority  aod  induence  aod 
control  over  the  crew;  that  whatever  means  of  dis- 
cipline Coneress  thought  proper  to  provide,  sfaoan 
be  put  intobis  hands  without  the  intemediate la^ 
chinery  of  summary  courts*martial.  That  is  o» 
effect  of  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
fM>d  the  amendments  were  conctured  in. 

Mr.  HALE.  1  offer  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section: 

And  be  U  further  enadted.  That  aU  oomsOaskms  ia  tbt 
Navy  of  the  United  States  iiereadershajl  b«  (br  dtf  term  at 
ten  years,  which  shall  be  expressed  in  said  coauniswHi- 

I  do  not  want  to  discuss  it.  I  simply  f^  ^ 
have  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  aod  beuv 

taken,  resulted — jeem  7,  na)rs  30;  as  fi*''^**!^ 

YEAS— Measni.  Chase,  Dodsa   of  ^^^^'SSIl/? 
of  Iowa,  Hale,  Jooea  of  Iowa,  8tw»««»-  »nd  wmv-r'- 
NAYS— Meaara.  Atchison,       ' 
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Boder,  Cooper,  Davis.  Dawsvn,  Douglas,  Downn.  Felch, 
Fuh,  root,  Geyer,6win,  Houftnn,  Hunter,  King,  Mallory, 
Manfum,  Mifier,  Morton,  Norriiu  Pearce,  Pratt,  Buiith, 
Soule,  Spruaac«,  StocJctoir,  aud  U  ade — 30. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  •*  bread  and  water." 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  will  not  be  in  order, 
as  that  amendment  has  been  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  move,  then,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  concurring  with  the  amendment  made 
in  Committee»oT  the  Whole.     You  protect  the 
^ilor^  back,  and  now  I  am  disposed  to  protect, 
the  stomach.     I  consider  the  one  about  as  respect- 
able as  the  other;  and  I  think  the  punishment  of 
putting  a  sailor  upon  bread  and  water,  although  it 
may  not  be  infamous,  is  far  more  severe  than 
go^ng.     If  I  had  to  select  a  choice,  I  would  take 
the  flogging.     [Laughter.] 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  CHASE.    There  are  many  provisions  of 
the  bill,  as  1  heard  it  read,  of  which  I  approve. 
There  are  other  provisions  to  which  I  cannot  give 
my  assent.     I  cannot  agree  by  my  vote  to  sanc- 
tion a  punishment  which  places  on  the  breast,  or 
anywhere  else  upon  the  person  of  the  American 
aailor,  a  badge  or  dishonor — the  epithet  •*  thief." 
Nor  can  I  consent  to  sanction  any  such  punish- 
ment as  the  '*  ball  ami  chain.*'    But  satisfied  as 
I  am   that  all  hope  of  amendment  to  this  bill  is 
Tain,  I  simply  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
engrossment,  that  I  may  record  my  vote  against  it. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
Mr.  HALE.    I  wish  to  make  a  single  inouiry 
of  tiie  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs before  the  bill  is  passed.     I  see  by  reference 
to  the  title  of  the  bill,  that  it  is  entitled  **  An  act 
to  enforce  disciphne  andpromote  good  conduct  in 
the  aaral  cenrice  of  the  United  States. "    With  all 
respect  to  the  committee,  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
ciiis  m  sH  they  propose  to  give  us  at  this  session, 
in  order  to  promote  good  conduct  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  BADGER.    As  I  reported  this  biU,  1  wUl 

answer  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  with 

the  consent  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Naval  AflTairs.    This  is  not  ail  that  we  propose  to 

ofler  to  the  Senate  during  the  present  session.  This 

b  a  measure  indispensably  required  to  be  at  once 

adopted  as  a  necessary  means  of  preserving  order 

and  discipline  on  board  the  ships  of  the  country, 

while  we  are  deliberating  upon  a  permanent  and 

noore  enlarged  system.  We  hope  to  report  another 

measure  during  the  session. 

Mr.  HALE.  Then  I  have  not  a  word  to  say 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  shall  not  oppose  it. 
I  wish  simply  to.  say,  very  briefly,  that  while  I 
have  no  obiection  to  this  bill,  as  a  temporary  meas- 
ure, I  do  nope  that  at  some  early  d:ay  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs  will  furnish  us  with  a  bill 
which  shall  be  permanent,  and  embrace  everything 
that  ought  to  be  embraced  in  a  bill  to  promote  dis- 
cipline and  good  conduct  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States.  In  my  judgment,  such  a  meas- 
Bie  should  go  a  great  deal  further  than  this  bill 
goes.  And  one  ofthe  first  and  most  indispensable 
prerequisites  to  promote  discipline  and  good  con- 
doct  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
pm  the  naval  service  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  merchant  service.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  at 
this  time  the  average  wages  of  good  sailors  in  the 
merchant  service  of  the  United  States  are  at  least 
twenty -five  per  cent.  in. advance  of  those  paid  to 
the  highest  class  of  seamen  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States.  While  this  is  so— while  the 
merchant  service  pays  twenty-five  per  cent,  more 
than  the  Government,  the  merchant  service  will 
always  have  the  best  sailors,  and  the  naval  service 
viU  have  the  dregs  and  refuse.  That  is  an  indis- 
|>ensable  prerequisite,  if  you  mean  to  raise  the 
bavsl  service. 

Another  thing.  You  should  hold  out,  by  rais- 
ing the  pay  of  seamen,  inducementf:  to  young  men 
oithe  first  character  in  the  country  to  enter  the 
naval  servic^.  And  to  do  that,  you  must  ofler 
them  a  higher  prospect  of  promotion  than  a  mere 
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change  of  rating.  Good  conduct  must  have  some 
higher  reward  than  that  holden  out  in  this  bill. 
There  is  another  thing  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  you 
must  abolish  the  spirit  ration.  I  have  the  expe- 
rience of  some  oflicers  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  tell  me  tliat  the  spirit  ration 
given  to  the  sailors,  is  just  exactly  enough  to  keep 
alive  in  them  an  unhealthy  appetite  during  the 
cruise;  so  that  when  they  come  into  port,  they 
have  been  disciphned  and  schooled  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  intemperance,  just  exactly  enough  to  en- 
able them  to  go  on  shure,  and  commit  that  which 
subjects  them  to  the  cruel  punishments  which 
they  have  to  endure,  in  other  words,  you  make 
them  drunkards  by  law — you  educate  them  to  in- 
temperance— you  encourage  them  to  debase  and 
degrade  themselves  by  the  system  to  which  you 
submit  them,  and  then  they  are  punished  for  it.  I 
trust,  with  all  deference  to  the  Naval  Committee, 
that  they  will  take  this  view  ofthe  subject. 

There  are  some  other  matters  which  I  would 
like  to  see  attended  to.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
my  su^estions  may  be  considered  absurd,  but  I 
wish  that  every  ship  which  goes  to  sea  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  should  carry  a  well-se- 
lected and  well-arranged  library,  by  means  of 
which  every  sailor  disposed  to  inform  himself,  in 
the  hours  in  which  he  may  not  be  employed  at 
work,  should  have  the  means  at  hand,  by  Uie  aid 
of  the  Government,  thus  to  improve  nis  time. 
He  should  not  be  shut  up  by  law,  and  the  only 
possible  excitement,  physical  or  morale  the  Gov- 
ernment aflbrds  him  is  that  which  arises  from 
taking  the  grog  which  you  serve  out  to  him.  I 
think  this  is  a  suggestion  which  ought  favorably 
to  commend  itseff  to  the  humanity,  of  the  Naval 
Committee. 

There  are  many  other  things  that  I  think  ought 
to  be  done;  and  I  Hope  that  at  an  early  day  an 
earnest  and  serious  effort  may  be  made  to  put  the 
Navy  where  it  ought  to  be.  i  think  this  is  due  to 
the  officers  themselves.  There  are  a  great  many 
naval  officers  throughout  the  country  now  living 
in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  cat-and-nine- 
tails  is  to  be  restored.  I  think  we  owe  it  to  them 
that  we  should  record,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
journals  of  the  Senate,  what  I  have  no  doubt  is 
the  dehberate  judgment  of  three  fiflhs,  if  not  of  a 
lareer  majority,  of  this  body,  that  it  never  can 
and  never  will  be  done.  It  oueht  to  be  settled  by 
le^slation  that  that  is  a  fixed  fact  per  se,  that  that 
thing  never  will  be  restored.  When  that  is  done, 
men  and  ofiicers  will  conform  themselves  to  the 
new  state  of  things  which  they  see  about  them. 
When  such  a  bill  as  that  shall  be  oflered,  I  shall 
have  something  to  say  on  the  subject.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  now  on  that  matter. 

I  wish  to  say,  however,  that  I  have  some  facts 
which  I  have  gathered  in  detail  from  the  reports 
of  the  Government  upon  this  subject,  by  which  I 
can  show  my  honorable  friend  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Mallort,]  that  he  is  exceedingly  mistaken,  not 
only  -in  the  conclusions  to  which  ne  comes,  but  in 
the  premises  from  which  he  argues.  One  of  them 
I  will  state  at  this  moment  for  his  especial  edifica- 
tion. In  the  report  which  was  read,  I  think  from 
Mr.  Engle,  and  one  of  those  which  the  Senator 
from  Florida  gave  in  his  speech,  he  mentioiflt 
that  flogging  on  boeutl  vessels  was  confined  to 
comparatively  a  very  small  number  of  the  crew.  I 
think  he  said,  about  twelve  on  board  sloops,  and 
about  twenty  on  frigates  partook  of  the  flogging. 
I  believe  I  am  correct  in  that  statement.  I  liave 
looked  over  the  returns  of  several  of  these  ves- 
sels, and  made  somewhat  of  an  analysis  of  them. 
I  shall  eive  to  the  Senate  the  result  of  one.  The 
ship  Columbus  sailed  out  of  the  port  of  New  York 
on  the  23d  of  February,  1846,  and  returned  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1849.  That  is  a  cruise  of  about 
three  years;  ana  we  have  only  the  returns  of  about 
eighteen  months,  or  one  half'^of  the  voyage.  Four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  floggings  were  adminis- 
tered durinj*  these  eighteen  months.  If  that  num- 
ber be  divided  between  twelve  or  twenty  men,  it 
will  give  a  pretty  considerable  portion  fbr  each. 
But  I  find  that  this  administration  of  justice,  though 
severe,  was  a  little  more  equal.     I  find,  by  these 


returns,  that  one  man  was  flogged  seven  times;  that 
four  men  were  flogged  five  times;  that  eleven  men 
were  flogged  four  times;  that  twenty  men  were 
flogged  Uiree  times;  that  fifty-seven  men  were 
flogged  twice;  and  that  if  wo  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-iwo  took  it  once.  Two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty two  different  men  were  flogged  once  during 
eighteen  months,  or  half  the  voyage.  If  there 
was  the  same  proportion  througnout  the  whole 
voyage,  there  would  have  been  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four  different  men  who  received  that  pun- 
ishment during  one  voyage.  There  are  details 
of  other  vessels  which  I  have  in  my  memorandum 
book,  which  ^o  to  establish  tlie  same  fact — that 
tliere  is  a  very  great  mistake  as  to  the  extent  ta 
which  this  thing  has  been  earned  on  board  of  ves- 
sels. I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  further  at  this 
time;  but  I  hope  at  some  early  day  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  addressing  the  i:»enate  on  the  sub- 
ject. 
'  Mr.  DAVIS.  I  wish  to  say  a  word.  I  am  one 
among  the  number  who  voted  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  floj^ng  sailors.  I  did  not  doubt  then, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  now,  that  some  regulations  are 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  up  proper  and  suitable 
discipline.  I  have  been  encouraged  by  the  hope 
that  something  might  grow  out  of  some  consid- 
erations like  those  which  have  been  thrown  out 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire;  that  moral 
considerations  to  some  extent,  and  that  suitable 
rewards  and  suitable  encouragements  might  be 
held  out  to  men  to  maintain  good  character  and 
good  discipline  on  board  ships.  I  am  by  no  means 
certain  that  they  would  not  be  very  greatly  en- 
couraged— and  that  it  might  not  be  done  with  great 
advantage — by  rewarding  men,  in  money  if  you 
please,  for  a  course  of  good  conduct  long  con- 
tinued— ^by  rewarding  them  in  one  of  those  various 
ways  which  are  consistent  with  the  discipline  and 
best  interests  of  the  service.  I  rise  at  the  present 
tiifne  mainly  to  express  the  hope  that  when  this 
subject  shaU  be  under  the  consideration  of  gentle- 
men composing  the  Naval  Committee,  to  whom 
it  is  referred,  they  will  embrace  in  their  examina- 
tions these  considerations;  that  they  will  bring 
their  minds  to  bear  upon  them,  and  that  they  wiU 
investigate  the  subject  sufliciently  to  ascertain 
whether  some  such  course  of  discipline  as  that 
may  not  be  efifectual  in  the  Navy. 

There  are  in  this  bill  some  pretty  hard  provis- 
ions, which  are  dec;rading  in  their  character;  but 
still,  as  there  must  oe  discipline  in  the  Navy,  and 
as  men  of  large  experience  say  that  something  of 
this  sort  is  necessary,  I  shall  reluctantly  vote  for 
thi^  bill,  but  with  the  hope  that  a  milder  and  more 
humane  system  may  be  introduced. 

I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  misapprehension 
on  this  subject.  It  is  nearly  two  years  since  we 
passed  the  act  abolishing  nogjging  in  the  Navy, 
and  also  in  the  civil  manne.  i  live  in  a  commer- 
cial community — in  a  State  perhaps  as  largely  en- 
gaged in  navi^tion,  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion and  various  interests,  as  any  State  in  the 
Union;  and,  as  far  as  regards  the  mercantile  ma- 
rine, I  have  never  heard  a  voice  raised  against  it. 
I  never  have  heard  a  word  .of  comphiint  iii*the 
mercantile  service  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  yet  to 
meet  the  individual  who  seeks  for  the  restoration 
of  flogging  in  that  service.  Now  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  a  fact  that  every  gentleman  can  appre- 
ciate  that  every  gentleman  can  understand.    It 

seems  to  me  that  the  plain  and  obvious  inference 
from  it  is,  that  the  evil  of  a  want  of  discipline  for 
the  want  of  power  to  control  men  by  forcible 
means,  is  not  so  great  as  many  gentlemen  ajjpre- 
hend.  But  if  gentlemen  of  experience  in  the  pub- 
lic service  still  say  that  some  power  of  this  sort  is 
indispensable  to  preserve  goodorder  and  good  dis- 
cipline, I  shall  yield  my  views  to  them.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  bill,  and  vote  for  it  with  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  the  time  is  not  remote  when  we 
shall  come  to  a  milder  system. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  regret  the  necessity  I  have  fWt 
myself  under  of  sayine  a  word  in  reference  to  this 
bill.  I  desired,  indeed,  nothing  more  than  simply 
to  place  my  name  on  record  against  a  measure  for 
wluch  I  cannot,  in  conwaence,  vote.    The  bill,  as 
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originally  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Attain,  seems  to  me  liable  to  comparatively  liulc 
objection.  It  institutes,  however,  a  code  for  the 
eovemraent  of  the  Navy  which,  in  my  judgment — 
inadequate,  of  course,  for  it  is  only  that  of  a  lands- 
man— is  sufficiently  severe.  . 

But  I  would  consent,  in  deference  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  in  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  others  fully  aajuainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, to  vote  for  the  bill,  with  the  single  amend- 
ment of  striking  out  the  degrading  pumshment  of 
•♦  tlic  ball  and  chain."  It  will  be  observed  that 
this  punishment  is  not  to  be  inflicted  at  sea,  but  in 
port,  where  it  is  most  conspicuous  and  most  de- 
grading. «.      ,       t-- 

The  amendments  which  have  been  ottered  to  this 

bill,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  are,  in  my  judg- 
ment, anything  but  amendments.  They  are  the 
reverse  of  amendments.  They  make  that  which 
was  harsh  and  severe  enough  much  more  harsh 
and  much  more  severe.  One  of  these  amendments 
authorizes  the  commander  of  any  vessel  in  the 
Navy,  or  of  any  shore  station,  to  punish  offences 
without  a  court-martial,  without  investigation,  but 
summarily,  and  upon  his  own  motion;  by  dimin- 
ishing the  rations;  by  restricting  the  diet  to  bread 
and  water;  by  imponng  extra  police,  and  olfier  duties; 
and  in  case  of  theft,  in  addition  to  any  one  of  these 
punishments,  by  making  good  from  the  wages  of 
the  offender  to  the  owner  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles  stolen,  and  o6%tfig  the  offender  to  wear 
prr  <my  rtme  wA  exceeding  ten  days,  a  badge  with  the 
word  «•  thie/**  thereon. 

Passing  over  other  punishments,  I  desire  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  Senate  especially  to  two. 
The  first  of  these  is  the  imposition  of  **  extra  police 
and  other  duties."  How  large  a  variety  of  pun- 
ishments may  be  inflicted  under  this  single  pro- 
vision, and  how  enlarged  is  the  range  of  discretion 
which  it  confers  upon  the  officer  in  command !  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  must  strike  any  man  who  will 
reflect  for  a  stogie  moment,  that  it  is  a  power  too 
extensive,  too  arbitrary,  and  too  dangerous  to  be 

f  tinted.  The  other  of  these  punishments  to  which 
desire  to  call  attention,  is  that  of  obliging  the  of- 
fender to  wear  a  badge  with  the  word  "  thier* 
thereon.  The  object  of  all  puniahment  is  refor- 
mation ;  at  least  the  object  of  glII  punishment  should 
be  reformation;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  to  the  other 
various  punishments  authorized  by  this  act  and 
this  amendment,  it  is  worse  than  superfluous  to 
add  a  punishment  which,  in  its  nature,  is  so  de- 
grading and  so  dishonorable.  Sir,  a  man  may  be 
attacked  and  degraded  not  by  punishment  inflicted 
on  the  body  only,  but  on  the  spirit  also;  ^d  in 
my  judgment,  the  former  is  less  humiliating  than 
the  latter.  I  cannot,  therefore,  concur  by  my  vote 
in  the  adoption  of  a  law  which  authorizes  a  pun- 
ishment of  this  character. 

And  1  would  say  to  gentlemen  who  have  pro 
fessed  themselves  to  be  anxious  for  reformation  in 
the  Navy,  that  it  is  now,  when  a  bill  of  this  sort, 
containing  provisions  which  many  Senators  deem 
essential  to  the  discipline  of  the  Navy,  is  under 
consideration,  that  they  ought  to  propose  the  re- 
forms they  desire.  They  should  not  strength- 
en the  hands  of  those  who  are  in  haste  to  inflict 
punishment,  but  slow  to  bring  relief;  who  are 
ready  to  sanction  all  that  is  harsh,  in vidious, and 
dishonorable  to  the  sailor,  consoling  him  with 
the  empty  promise  that  at  some  future  me,  ats 
some  more  convenient  season,  when  the  isomroit- 
mi%tee  on  Naval  Affairs  shall  be  quite  at  isure  toe 
attend  to  it,  some  salutary  provision  hll  be  tin- 
troduced  which  may  possibly  benefitshi  Condition. 
I  should  not  have  troubled  the  Senatesedwith  the 
remarks  but  for  the  necessity  impo  me  on  baelye 
the  refusal  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  any 
discussion  upon  this  bill,  for  I  am  anxious  that  it 
should  be  passed  as  early  as  possible.  I  merely 
wish  to  make  this  remark— -that  as  a  man  con- 
sists but  of  body  and  of  spirit,  if  we  are  not  at  lib- 
erty to  punish  him  through  his  body,  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  highly  wrong  to  say  that  we  should  not 
punish  him  oy  assailing  him  in  his  spirit.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  objection 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

KENTUCKY  DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Before  the  special  order 
is  called,  I  ask  the  unanimous  indulgence  of  the 


Senate  to  introduce  a  little  bill  which  is  a  matter 
of  great  conseouence  to  the  trustees  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum  in  Kentucky.  I  wish  to  have 
this  bill  before  the  committee  as  soon  as  possible, 
tt  is  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands 

f  ran  ted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the 
eaf  and  dumb. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  bill  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

COURTS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  PISH.  There  is  a  small  bill  on  the  Calen- 
dar which  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to 
have  passed  at  this  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  hour  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order  has  arrived,  and  the 
Chair  really  cannot  allow  gentlemen  to  interpose 
other  business — at  least,  not  without  the  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FISH.  This  bill  will  not  occupy  more 
than  five  minutes,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  importance 
in  relation  to  the  courts  aboi\t  to  be  held  this 
month  in  the  Slate  of  New  York.  It  is  Senate 
biU  No.  78;  a  bill  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  holding  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other 
disability  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,"  ap- 
proved July  29, 1850. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  If  that  bill  is  to  pass  at  all,  it 
is  very  important  that  it  should  pass  now.  I  am 
sure  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it.  In  order  to 
brinff  the  subject  to  which  it  relates  to  the  under- 
standing of.  the  Senate,  I  will  say  that  it  is  to 
amend  a  bill  which  is  now  in  operauon,  and  which 
thus  far  has  worked  well.  From  what  I  have 
learned  of  this  matter,  it  appears  that  Jud^e  Betts, 
of  New  York,  had  more  business  than  he  could 
attend  to;  and  by  an  application  of  the  bar,  and 
with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  business,  an  act  was 
passed  providing  that  in  case  of  the  -sickness  or 
other  disability  of  the  judge,  other  judges  should 
be  allowed  to  take  his  place.  This  billis  only  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  to  allow  the 
judges  of  ilie  district  courts  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  call  in  the  aid  of  other  judges.  There 
are  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  States  of 
-Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  and  some  others, 
who  have  but  very  little  to  do,  and  might,  when 
requisite,  go  to  New  York  and  do  this  business 
very  well. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  to  postpone  the 
prior  order,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  by  the  Senate  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the 
authority  conferred  by  the  former  act  (July  29, 
1850)  may  be  exercised  by  a  circuit  judge,  or  by 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  as,  in  the 
said  act  directed,  whenever,  on  the  certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  or  district  court,  under  the  seal 
of  the  court,  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  such  judge  or  chief  justice,  that  the 
public  interest,  from  the  accumulation  or  urgency 
of  judicial  business  in  any  district,  shall  require 
it  to  be  done;  and  that  the  district  judge  so  desig- 
nated shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  powers 
within  such  district  as  if  the  district  judge  resident 
therein,  were  prevented,  by  sickness  or  other  dis- 
ability from  performing  his  judicial  duties;  and 
that  It  shall  be  lawful  in  case  of  such  appointment, 
for  each  of  the  said  district  judges  separately  to 
hold  a  district  or  circuit  court  at  the  same  time  in 
such  district,  and  discharge  all  the  judicial  duties 
of  a  district  judge  therein. 

^  No  amendment  being  ofiTered  to  the  bill,  it  was 
Sported  to  the  Senate,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  COMPROMISE  HESOLUTION. 

The  special  order  having  been  called,  namely, 
the  resolution  oflTered  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  Missis- 
sippi, in  relation  to  the  compromise  measures, 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger] 
is  willing  that  the  special  order  should  be  post- 
poned to  some  future  day, as  there  is  a  number  of 
mnportant  bills  which  it  is  desirable  shotild  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  in  order  that  they  may  go  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  if  they  are  passed  here. 

Mr.  B A  DGER.  Immediately  after  I  had  moved 
an  adjournment  yesterday,  several  Senators  inti- 
mated to  me  that  they  had  bills  here  which  they 
were  anxious  should  oe  proceeded  with  and  sent 
to  the  other  House;  and  they  desired  that  I  would 
postpone  my  remarks  on  this  special  order  to 


some  future  day.    I  replied  that  it  was  of  no  con- 
sequence whether  I  spoke  to-day  or  at  somefvtiire 
time;  and  I  will  therefore  move  the  postponement 
of  this  subject  until  this  day  week. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IK  VIRGINIA. 


Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope  that  by  the  unanimoas 
consent  of  the  Senate,  the  bill  to  chanee  the  timet 
for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
in  the  western  district  of  Viiginia  will  be  taken 
up.  It  is  like  the  other  bill  which  we  ha?e  just 
passed.  It  is  simply  to  change  the  times  of  hold- 
mg  the  courts,  ana  it  is  important  that  it  should 
be  acted  upon  now. 

The  Senateproceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  embraces  four  sections,  the  first  of 
which  provides  that  instead  of  the  terms  now  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  holding  the'^^ict  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  westenjaistrict  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  shall  hereafXer  commence  and  be  hekl 
as  follows:  At  Wytheville  on  the  28th  days  of 
March  and  August;  at  Cbarlestown  on  the  8th 
days  of  April  and  September;  at  Wheeling  on  the 
19th  days  of  April  and  September;  at  Clarksburg 
on  the  Ist  days  of  May  and  October,  and  at  Stan- 
ton on  the  20th  days  of  June  and  November,  in 
every  year.  Should  any  of  these  days  fall  on 
Sunday,  the  court  is  to  be  hdd  on  the  next  suc- 
ceeding Monday. 

The  second  section  provides  that  all  proceeding 
whatever  pending,  or  which  may  be  pending  in 
said  courts,  shall  have  a  day  thereon,  and  be  pro- 
ceeded with  and  decided  as  if  the  terms  of  holdii)^ 
said  sessions  had  not  been  altered. 

The  third  section  fixes  ^^salary  of  the  judges 
at  $2,500  per  annum,  pa^^Ble  as  the  salaries  of 
other  judges  of  the  united  States  are  now  paid; 
and 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  act  shall 
commence  and  be  in  force  from* and  after  the  first 
of  June  next. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withont 
amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

NAVIGATION  OF  THE  UPPEB  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  special  order  is 
a  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
pass  that  over,  and  take  .up  the  bill  which  was 
under  discussion  the  other  oay  making  a  graot  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads. 

Mr.  OWIN.  Move  to  postpone  all  the  specif 
orders  and  take  up  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  JONES.  Very  well.  I  will  move  to  post- 
pone all  the  special  orders  and  proceed  with  the 
Calendar. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  all  the  special  orders,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  **  A  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making 
a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  certain  railroads  in  said  State." 

The  pending  question  is  on  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted some  days  since  bv  "Mr.  .Underwood, 
which  was  offered  after  the  bill  had  been  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FELCH  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate; 
and  having  spoken  until  the  usual  hourof  adjouiti- 
ment  without  finishing,  he  yielded  the  floor  at  the 
request  of  several  Senators.  The  report  of  hii 
remarks  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

'non-interVention. 

Mr.  CASS.  To-morrow  was  fixed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Ishind,  FMr.  Clarke.]  I  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  last  evening,  aijd  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  will  be  able  to  come  to  the  Senate  to- 
morrow. If  he  is  not  able  to  go  on,  with  his  con- 
currence, which  I  have  already  obtamed,  I  «wui 
ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  subject,  as  soon  as 
my  colleague  shall  have  concluded. 
CENSUS  PRINTING. 

On  motion  by  Mr. SMITH,  by  unaramons con- 
sent, it  was  •        t^  HI  !»• 

Ordered,  That  the  amendment  snhnjned  ^  Wn  w  "• 
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Joint  reaoJution  to  provide  for  the  printihf  of  the  Retnma  or 
the  Seventh  Census,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  en^ossed  bills  were  severally 
reed  a  third  time  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompson; 

A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  John  T.  Sullivan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Gideon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  O.  Means; 

A  bill  concerning  the  sessions  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Delaware; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  6eorj>;e  Poindexter; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Miller; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elzra  Williams;  and 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  in  part  fbr  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  on  Sand  Key,  Florida. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Ftbruary  3, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ra.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  reliftion  to 
Hungary  and  intervention.  / 

No  objection  was  made,  and  they  were  intro- 
duced, as  follows: 

Resolve  extending  an  invitation  to  Louif  Kossuth. 

Rt»alvedy  That  In  Louis  Kossuth  we  recognize  a  distin- 
gaMied  representative  of  ft«edom  and  consntutional  liber- 
ty ;  and  that  His  Exeellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
extend  to  biu  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  the  capital  of  this 
State.  ^ 

Reaoired,  That  we  tenner  to  Lonis  Kossnth  the  assurance 
thai  we  entertain  a  sincere  sympathy  for  the  wrongs  ot 
Hiuicar>',  and  a  deep  detestation  of  the  despotic  tyranny  of 
Austria,  and  the  unwarrantable  intervention  of  Russia. 

Resotoed,  That  we  earnestly  denire  that  the  General  Gov- 
emroent  of  the  United  States  may  exert  an  influence,  in 
•ome  wise  and  proper  manner,  against  all  such  intervention 
in  future. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to 
eommimicate  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our 
fiknators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  I  desire  their  reference  to 
the  same  committee  to  which  the  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  upon  the  same  subject  were  re- 
ferred. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Aflfkirs. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  I  then  move  that  the  res- 
olutions be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  that  they  be  printed;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEASLEE,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  withdraw  from  the  files  oC  the  House,  for 
the  purpose  of  reference  in  the  Senate,  the  petition 
and  papers  of  Jacob  Gideon. 

Mr.  LANE,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
a  certain  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  ox 
Or^on;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  which  I 
deem  of  considerable  importance. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Retolvedf  that  the  Committee, on  Military  Affairs  be  In- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an 
additional  number  of  military  posts  on  the  overland  route 
from  Um  Missouri  river  to  California,  fbr  the  protection  of 
emigrants  and  travelers,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee^  objected  to  its  intro- 
duction. 

ASSfGNABIUTT  OF  BOUNTY  LAND  WAR- 
RANTS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  special 
order;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  ot  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  take  up 
the  bilU  made  the  special  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  motion  foi^that  pur- 
pose is  unnecessary.  They  come  up  as  the  first 
oasiness  in  order  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  special  order  is  the 


consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House, 
No.  1,  and  the  Senate  bill  No.  146.  explanatory 
of  the  act  of  September  128,  1850,  entitled  *<An  act 
erantinff  bounty  land  to  certain  ofiicers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States."  The  Senate  bill  having 
been  made  a  part  of  the  speciaPorder,  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  take  precedence. 

Mr.  FULLER.     I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  Senate  bill  through. 

Mr.  CABELL,  t)f  Florida.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
desire  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  House  a  short 
time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
to  allow  me  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  which  bill  is 
before  the  committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Senate  bill.  They 
are  both  named  in  the  same  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  believe  the  rule  is  to  read  the 
first  section  now,  and  then  it  will  be  open  for 
amendment,  and  the  gentleman  from  Floriaa  ^Mr. 
Cabell]  will  be  in  order  to  address  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  will  be  again  read. 

The  first  section  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Be  U  enaeledy  4'«>,  That  all  warrant*  for  military  bounty 
land,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued  under 
any  law  of  the  United  States,  and  all  valid  locations  of  the 
same,  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  assignable,  by  deed  or  instrument  of 
writing,  made  and' executed  after  the  taking  elfect  of  this 
act,  according  to  such  form  and  pursuant  to  such  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  CoinmisHloner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  so  as  to  vest  the  assignee  with  all  the  rights  of 
the  original  owners  of  the  warrant  or  location :  ProiHdedf 
That  any  person  entitled  to  preemption  right  to  any  land, 
shall  be  entitled  to  use  any  such  laud  warrant  in  payment 
of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  $1  35  per  acre,  for  the  quantity 
of  land  therein  specified. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  will  allow  me,  I  desire  to  inquire 
whether  it  wo«ld  be  in  order  to  move  an  amend- 
mend  to  the  Senate  bill,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  and  to  insert  the  bill  reported  by 
the  select  committee  of  the  House.  My  object  is 
to  get  both  propositions  before  the  committee  at 
the  same  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  suppose  it  will  not  be 
in  order  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that 
such  an  amendment  is  not  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  it 
is  not  in  order  to  substitute  one  bill  for  another 
when  both  bills  are  pending  before  the  committee. 
It  is  not  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  all  afler  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert,  t^  House  bill.  Does 
the  eentleman  from  Tennessee  appeal  ? 

Air.  HARRIS.  I  desire  to  get  both  proposi- 
tions before  the  House  at  the  same  time.  And  as 
the  Chair  has  ruled  tffy  motion  out  of  order,  I 
think  I  will  take  an  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN .  The  question  is  this:  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Harris]  moves 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
Senate  bill,  and  to  insert  the  bill  reported  to  the 
House  from  the  select  committee.  The  Chair  de- 
cides, that  as  both  bills  are  pending  before  the 
committee  it  is  not  in  order  to  strike  out  one  and 
insert  the  other.  From  that  decision  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  takes  an  appeal.  The  ques- 
tion is,  then.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  JENKINS.  Is  it  not  better  to  proceed  and 
perfect  the  bill  before  the  committee?  and  then,  if 
It  be  desired,  the  gentleman  can  ofifer  a  substitute 
for  it.  Will  not  tne  gentleman  derive  all  the  ben- 
efit which  he  desires  by  oflTering  his  substitute 
afler  the  bill  before  the  House  has  been  discu8|^ 
and  perfected  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
55th  rule. 

The  55th  rule  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

"  No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different  fVom 
that  under  consideration,  shall  be  admitted  under  color  of 
amendment.    No  bill  or  resolution  shall  at  any  tiftie  be 
amended  by  annexins  thereto,  or  incorporating  therewith, 
any  other  bill  or  resolution  pending  belbre  the  House." 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  suppose  the 
ground  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see rests  nis  motion,  is  that  the  House  bill  and  the 
Senate  bill,  as  now  before  this  committee,  are  the 
same  in  subject-matter.  They  were  both  taken 
up  by  joint  motion  in  the  House  to  refer  to  this 
committee.  Hence  it  does  not  come  under  the 
operation  of  the  rule  which  has  been  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes,  how- 
ever,  that  two  distinct  bilk  cannot  be  under  con- 


sideration at  the  same  time,  although  referred  in 
the  same  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Thepoint  of  orderwill  be, 
whether  this  committee  can  take  charge  of  both 
of  these  propositions  ?  It  was  only  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  the  other  day,  that  an 
order  of  the  House  was  made  by  whicn  both  of 
these  bills  were  entertained  under  one  motion,  and 
referred  to  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  usual  in  such  refer- 
ence to  say,  that  they  shall  be  jointly  considered. 
This  order  does  not  so  specify. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  It  seems  to  me,  that  there  is 
another  reason  why  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is 
right,  and  it  is  this 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  quesUon  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  upon 
the  table. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  cannot  be  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.   • 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal, 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  When  the  House 
was  last  in  Committee  of  the  Whdfe,  we  were  en- 
tertained by  a  discussion  between  gentlemen  from 
the  Northern  or  Eastern  sections  of  the  Union, 
with  some  account  of  the  action  of  parties  in  their 
region  of  the  country.^  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  now  for  a  very  few  moments,  while  I  speak 
of  what  has  been  done  in  another  section  ot  the 
country,  which  I  deem  to  be  of  as  much  public 
interest  as  anything,  perhaps,  to  which  I  can  ad- 
dress myself. 

Mr.  JENKINS.  Is  it  in  order  to  discuss  this 
bill  without  any  amendment  pending? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  thinks  it  is. 

Mr.  CABELL.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the 
House,  that  during  the  progress  of  our  organiza- 
tion, I' amongst  others  expressed  my  surprise  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  two  parties,  in  prepar- 
ing themselves  for  that  organization,  in  their  re- 
spective caucuses:  I  stated  then,  and  I  state  now, 
that  when  I  came  to  Washington,  this  winter,  it 
was  my  expectation, from  the  opinions  which  had 
been  so  frequently  expressed,  the  declarations  so 
frequently  made,  ancl  the  pledges  so  frequently 
given,  that  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North 
and  the  Union,  when  brought  together  here  would 
adopt  and  recommend  to  the  country  mi  acqui- 
escence in  the  compromise  measures;  and  that  the 
Whig  party  could  not  do  so.  1  have  always  be- 
lieved, that  upon  all  general  questions,  dividing  the 
two  parties  of  the  country,  the  Whi^  party  has 
been  the  true  conservative  party,  saving  and  ex- 
cepting upon  this  question  of  slavei^;  and  upon 
that  they  have  run  as  wild  as  wild  can  be.  I  bad 
observed,  as  I  stated  upon  that  occasion,  that  the 
Democratic  partv  had  been  represented  by  more 
men  upon  tne  noor  of,  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives entertaining  what  I  conceive  to  be  sound 
and  proper  views  of  slavery  and  -Southern  rights 
than  the  Whig  party.  The  mass  of  these  two 
parties  at  the  North  I  had  never  believed  to  be 
materially  different.  I  believe  the  truth  is,  th&t 
they  are  about  the  same.  But  from  some  cause 
or  other,  the  Democratic  party  has  heretofore  re- 
turned more  men  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  who  entertain  views  coincident  with  my 
own,  upon  this  Southern  (question,  than  the  Whig 
party.  With  these  opinions,  facts,  and  expecta- 
tions, I  avowed  my  purpose  in  the  organization 
of  the  House,  to  act  with  that  party  which  wotdd 
stand  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  rights  of  my  section  of  country,  and  indorse 
the  compromise  resolutions.  .1  thought  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  would  do  this,  but  thev  did  not. 

My  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mkade,]  during 
that  discussion,  suggested  to  me  that  I  should 
avail  myself  of  that  occasiop,  or  of  some  early 
occasion,  to  separate  myself  from  the  Whig  party, 
and  come  over  to  the  ranks  of  the,  Democratic  party. 
Sir,  the  only  alternative  upon  which  I  would  ever  oe 
willing  to  pursue  sudi  a  course — the  only  thing  that 
would  ever  induce  me  to  think  of  acting  with  the 
Democratic  party — the  only  consideration  for  it, 
failed.  I  haa  been  deceived  by  the  representations 
of  that  party.  I  believed  they  had  put  themselves 
upon  constitutional  grounds,  and  I  said  that  I  would 
act  with  them,  as  I  would  act  with  any  party  that 
would  pursue  that  course.  But  the  very  first  ac- 
tion of  that  party  in  the  opening  of  this  Congress, 
was  such  as  to  violate  that  very  principle  upon 
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which  alone  I  was  prepared  to  act  with  them. 
Finding  myself  then  in  the  unfortunate  position  of 
not  being  able  to  act  with  anything  like  cordiality 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  Whig  party^  the  North, 
and  not  at  all  with  a  laree  portion  of  them,  and 
failing,  as  the  House  will  perceive,  to,  find  in  the 
Democratic  party  the  adoption  of  measures  that 
would  enable  me  to  act  with  them,  I  thought  there 
was  yet  one  party  in  the  country  which  we  might 
trust.  There  has  of  late  been  established  in  the 
southern  country  what  is  called  the  Constitutional 
Union  party — a  party  formed  upon  the  very  prin- 
ciples which  I  stated  would  have  induced  me  to 
act  with  the  Democratic  party  in  the  organization 
of  the  House,  if  the  Wnigs  had  refused  to  put 
themselves  on  the  same  platform. 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an  article  which  appeared  some  time  since  in 
one  of  the  leading  Union  newspapers  in  Georgia, 
the  Macon  Journal  and  Messenger,  and  also,  to 
-the  succeedinff  action  of  the  Union  party  in  the 
Leo^islature  of  Georgia.  Here  is  a  long  article 
which  sets  out  with  the  proposition,  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  Union  party  of  the  South  is 
to  determine  upon  its  action  in  reference  tathe 
presidential  election.  It  goes  on,  then,  to  state 
that,  in  the  estimation  of  the  editor  of  that  paper, 
the  Union  party  cannot  act  with  the  Whig  party, 
because  they  are  swallowed  up  by  the  Abolition- 
ists, but  that  they  may  act  with  the  Democratic 
party.  After  taking  this  position,  the  article  goes 
on  to  say: 

"  We  0ay,  then,  that  the  Union  men  of  the  Soudi  oufsjbtt 
to  send  dele^tes  to  the  Baltimore  Convention.  It  is  the 
moRt  effectual  way  to  accomplish  their  design  of  saving  and 
fterpetunting  the  Union.  Unless  they  do  itn,  that  Conven- 
tion may  lose  its  conservative  character,  and  may  hring  for- 
ward ft  candidate  who  will  be  obnoxioiw  to  the  South. 

"  There  is  at  this  moment  a  most  t^ini^ilar  coalition  formed 
between  the  Abolitionists  and  Disiioionistii  to  control  that 
Convention.  No  sensible  man  can  close  hid  eyes  to  that 
fact.  Van  Burcn,  Blair,  Benton, and  their  Free-doil  coad- 
juiors,  art;  roart-hnlling  tlicir  forces  at  the  North.  Rhett, 
Commander,  iMc Donald,  and  Quitman,  are  gathering  to- 
gether the  :%attered  membeni  of  the  cotiin  regimcnbi  at  the 
South.  These  men,  defeated  in  their  late  treasonaiile 
schemes,  are  now  about  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
aidizing  and  controlling  tlie  national  Democracy.  They 
%nll  accomplish  their  purpo$ef  too — unless  defeated  by  a 
prompt  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Union  men  of  the 
South.  Here,  in  our  very  midst,  they  are  changing  their 
iinina<«,  repudiating  their  principles,  aiid  preparing  to  asso- 
ciate with  what,  a  few  months  since,  they  termed  ^theradi- 
calj  rotieA  Demoarary  of  the  North ."  Open  Di'^tmionists, 
who  denounced  Yankees^  who  refused  to  trade  with  them, 
or  to  admit  them  into  their  family  circles,  are  now  ready  to 
embrace  the  'sweet  little  fellow'  of  Kindcrhook  and  the 
whole  horde  of  his  Abolition  followers.  Even  the  honor- 
able Reprei4cntative  from  the  first  district  is  found  ctosetted 
with  such  men  as  Disney,  of  Ohio !  Verily,  coming  events 
east  tlieir  shac^ws  before. 

"JVb;f,  we  l^ie  that  the  Union  men  of  the  South  toill 
tend  dele^atct  to  Baltimore  for  the  puryoMe  of  breaking  up 
this  infamous  coalition  between  the  JiboliiUmUts  and  fire- 
eaters — ire  hope  they  will  send  delegates  there  icAo  uriU 
codperate  with  the  true  Jackson  Demoeracu — reaffirm  the 
doctrines  of  the  Georgia  Convention — ingrall  the  principles 
of  the  compromise  upon  th«  Baltimore  platform,  and  bring 
out  iK>me  such  man  as  Mr.  Buchanan  fbr  the  Presidency. 

"  For  ourselves,  we  honestly  believe  that  this  is  Uie  opiy 
way  in  which  the  country  can  be  saved.  If  the  Soutliera 
Union  men  remain  out  of  that  Convention,  the  compromise 
wings  of  the  Democratic  party — the  true  Jackson  Democ- 
racy—will be  overwhelmed  by  the  combined  power  of  tlie 
Van  Burenitesand  Bhettites — a  Free-Soil  Anti-compromiee 
tioket  will  be  nominated — the  slavery  agitation  will  be  re- 
opened, and  the  Union  will  be  lost. 

*»  \Vc  throw  out  these  bints  (br  the  reflection  of  our 
Union  friends  in  tlie  Legislatnre,  and  hope  they  wiU  take 
some  action  in  Uie  premises  before  ibey  disperse.'' 

«*  Our  Union  friends  in  the  Legislature"  took 
the  "hint,"  and  passed  resolutions  recommend- 
ing the  Union  party  to  send  delegates  to  the  "Bal- 
tiinore  Convention." 

I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by  reading  the 
article  any  further. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  paper  speaks  the  sentiments  of 
the  Constitutional  Union  party  of  Georgia,  I  am  to 
understand  that  that  .organization  was  perfected, 
not,  ns  has  been  alleged,  for  the  sake  of  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  I>emo- 
craiic  party.  I  was  elected  to  this  House  as  a 
Whig,  not  as  a  Constitutional  Union  man;  but  I 
was  one  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  favor  that 
**  organization."  But  in  doing  so,  let  me  tell  my 
honprable  friends,  the  members  of  the  Union  party, 
that  it  was  no  purpose  of  mine  that  they  should 
thereby  convert  me  into  a  Democrat — and  that 
seenis  to  be  their  purpose,  if  this  paper  speaks  the 
sentimenu  of  the  party,  and  the  action  of  the 
Union  men  of  the  Legislature  seems  to  justify  the 
Oj^nion  that  it  does.  Sir,  1  feel  proud  of  the  po- 
sition that  the  parly  with  which  I  have  acted  here- 


tofore has  occupied  before  the  country.  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Whig  party.  I  believe 
it  to  be  the  constitutional  party — the  true  conserv- 
ative party  of  the  country,  opposed  to  all  mere 
abstractions  of  the  South,  and  to  Sewardism, 
Greelyism,  Van  Burenism,  and  all  the  other  itston 
of  the  North.  I  feel  proud  of  belonging  to  that 
party,  because,  with  few  exceptions,  the  members 
of  it  are  Union  men,  and  as  Union  men  we  might, 
without  surrendering  any  of  otir  principles,  act  in 
harmony  with  the  Union  Constitutional  party.  It 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  conservative 
principles  of  our  party  to  abandon  party  names 
and  party  organizations  to  act  with  any  man  or 
set  of  men  who,  under  a  new  organization,  would 
contribute  to  the  preservation  of  the  Constittition 
and  the  Union.  I  was  willing  to  go  into  such  an 
oi|:anization,  or  to  act  with  any  party  thAt  would 
faithfully  carry  out  its  principles. 

But  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
reasons  which  induced  this  editor  to  recommend 
that  the  Union  party  should  send  delegates  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention.    He  says: 

<<The  Union  men  of  the  South,  in  our  opinion,  can  ac- 
complish their  purposes  and  establish  their  principles  as 
ellectualiy  without  a  national  Union  organizaticMi  as  with 
iu  They  now  control  the  State*)  of  Georgia,  Aiabaroa, 
Florida,  Miiisissippi,  Lonisiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Virginia/  North  Carolina,  and  Maiylalid.  it  is  possible 
they  might  rally  a  majority  even  in  Soutli  Carolina.  Tiie 
Tote6  of  those  States  are  not  sufficient  to  eUct  a  President; 
but  if  Uiro«vn  in  one  body  into  a  national  convention,  tliey 
might  secure  the  selection  of  a  proper  caiulidate  whose  elec- 
tion they  would  place  bey9nd  a  doubt." 

Now,  I  ask  my  Union  friends  why,  with  that 
declaration,  they  should  determine  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Democratic  Convention,  rather  than 
to  the  Whig  Convention?  I  believe  they  could 
control  either,  but  1  do  not  think  they  should  be 
represented  in  either.  I  think  I  nfay  pledge  my- 
self for  the  Whig  party,  that  if  the  Union  party 
should  act  cordially  with  them  and  go  into  the 
Whig  Convention,  the  Whig  representatives  would 
do  precisely  the  same  as  this  eaitor  says  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  would  do,  and  which  they  will  not 
do,  unless  you  go  there  to  help  to  prevent  them 
from  disregarding  the  Constitution.  I  believe, 
from  the  indications  which  have  lately  been  made, 
that  the  Whig  party  of  the  country  may — and  I 
hope  it  will  be  so,  even  without  the  aid  of  the 
Union  party — put  itself  upon  this  constitutional 
ground  and  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  that  the  slavery  agita- 
tion shall  cease,  an^  that  the  compromise  of  the 
last  Congress  shidl  be  considered  as  final.  I  hope 
I  may  not  be  mistaken. 

Until  recently,  as  1  have  said,  we  had  more 
sound  men  in  the  councils  of  our  country  from 
among  the  Democrats  than  from  among  the  Whigs; 
and  it  may  be  true,  as  has  been  alteg^,  that  there 
was  more  soundness  upon  this  question  in  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  North  than  in  the  Whig 
party.  But  I  believe  that  that  state  of  things  does 
not  now  exist.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Kantoul]  gave  the  House  the  reason 
the  other  day.  They  found  it  was  a  losing  game. 
The  Democratic  jMuty  of  Massachusetts,  the  gen- 
tleman told  the  House,  has  been  laboring  against 
heavy  odds;  all  the  wealth  and  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  State  was  against  them;  the  Free- 
Soil  influence  was  against  them;  and  they  were 
kept  down.  Well,  they  bad  no  idea  of  submit- 
ting to  that  state  of  things  any  Jonger,  so  they 
turned  round  and  bargained  for,*and  bought  up 
the  Free-Soilers. 

Mr.  RANTOUL,  (interrupting.)  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman,  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two.  Of  course,  if  the  gentleman  quotes  me  at 
all,  he  intends  to  quote  me  correctly.  I  have  not 
said  that  the  Democratic  party  had  turned  round, 
or  had  bargained  with  anybody,  or  had  done  any- 
thiiig  new  to  get  themselves  out  of  the  position 
which  they  had  been  in  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
I  have  described  their  position,  and  the  Democratic 
party  has  still  struggled  under  the  same  dinadvan- 
tascs.  The  course  it  has  taken  upon  the  point 
which  the  gentleman  has  been  touching  on,  I  in- 
tend to  explain  to  the  House  at  a  convenient  op- 
portunity  

Mr.  (jABEILL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
he  considers  himself  a  Democrat? 

Mr.  RANTOUL.  I  am  very  happy  the  gen- 
tleman has  put  that  question.  I  will  answer  it  if 
he  will  allow  me  to  do  so.  1  answer  it  in  this  way — 
and  perhaps  there  is  no  member  upon  this  flfoor 
who  can  give  the  answer  in  a  more  decided  man- 


ner than  1  canr  I  have  been  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  party  over  and  over  again  for  some 
years  past,  unaminously ;  the  last  nomination  I  re- 
ceived from  that  party  was  a  wtua^kmrnn  nonina- 
tion;  it  was  given  to  me  by  the  Democratic  party, 
knowing  my  views  upon  tJie  question  to  which  the 
geDtleman  aHudes,  and  aAer  I  bod  eoratained  those 
views  fully,  in  a  speech  since  pabriahed,at  the 
Jarigest  Democratic  convention— oriled  withont  ref- 
erence to  this  question — ever  held  in  the  district. 
After  that  nomination , the  trial  came  on;  there  was 
no  choice  at  the  first  trial.  At  the  second  ur^  t^ 
that  convention,  I  received  the  largest  Democratic 
vote  ever  thrown  in  the  district;  aiUprej«cttiig  the 
votes  of  all  those  Free-Soilers  who  £d  me  the 
honor  to  vote  for  me,  it  was  still  the  kurgest  ever 
thrown  at  that  season  of  the  year.    That,  I  sup- 
pose, entitles  me  to  consider  myself  in  fidl  com- 
munion with  the  Democratie  party  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.    K I  am  not  a  Democrat,  there  are 
no  Democrats  in  New  England.    That  is  the  ne- 
cessary and  the  only  inference. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  do  not  desire  a  better  illiu- 
tration  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  just  sa^d,  that 
there  is  now  going  on  a  change  in  the  public  mind, 
as  was  once  said  uy  a  distinguished  gentieman  in 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  this  question  of  slavery. 
We  aU  know  what  are  the  opinions  of  the  mtle- 
man  who  has  just  spoken*  and  he  tells  the  Hoose 
that  he  received  the  largest  Democratic  vote  ever 
^ven  in  his  district.  That  is  evidence  of  what 
IS  well  known  to  be  the  fact,  that  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  the  Democratic  party,  tired  of 
being  without  office,  as  the  sentleman  told  us  tlie 
other  day,  were  detemninea  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  these  Abolitionia^  to  sustain  them. 
They  met  in  joint  convenVin,  nominated  some 
Democrats  and  some  Free-Soilers,  elected  tbdr 
men,  and  ousted  the  Whigs;  and  the  ffentieman, 
entertaining  the  opinions  which  we  all  know  he 
does,  has  been  sent  here  by  the  largest  Democntie 
majority  ever  given  in  his  district* 

Mr.  DISNEY,  (interrupting.)  I  was  busily 
engaged  in  writing,  and  did  not  hear  the  gen- 
tleman, but  1  have  been  informed  that  near  the 
commencement  of  his  renMu-ks,  he  took  occasion 
to  introduce  my  name  as  having  been  pubhshed  in 
conjunction  with  the  names  of  certain  Abohtion- 
ists. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  read  it  from  a  newspaper.  1 
will  send  the  paper  to  the  gentleman,  and  be  can 
read  it  for  himself. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  have  since,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  gentleman,  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
at  the  paper,  and  the  remark  there  made  legiti- 
mately carries  with  it  the  inference  that  I  am  part 
and  parcel  of  the  Abolition  party,  or  in  some  de- 
gree affiliated  with  them.  Now  1  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  say  that  I  never  did  in  roy  life* 
either  at  home  or  elsewhere,  sympathize  m  the 
slightest  degree  with  the  Abolition  party.  I  neTcr 
uttered  a  sentiinent  in  relation  to  that  party,  either 
on  the  stump  or  in  the  Legislature  of  my  State, 
but  to  denounce  them.  If^  the  statement  in  that 
paper  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  I  do  not  wonder  at  any 
doctrine  which  the  Wnig  party  may  adopt  there. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  presume  the  reason  why  the 
inference  was  drawn  of  which  the  gentlemaii  from 
Ohio  complains,  is,  that  he  expressed  or  intiiDated 
a  willingness  to  vole  for  the  Wilmot  proviso  for 
reasons  stated  at  a  former  Congress,  and  that  he 
voted  against  the  fugitive  slave  bill  in  the  last  Coa- 
gress. 

Mr.  DISNEY.    And  why  did  I  vote  against  it? 

Mr.  CABELL.    I  do  not  know  why. 

Mr.  DISN  EY.  If  Uie  gentleman  wiD  aUow  me, 
I  will  tell  him  why. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  cannot  be  interrupted  in  this 
manner.    I  was  proceeding  to  say 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  beg  just  to  say  that  I  voted 
against  the  fugitive  slave  law  because  it  was  not 
stringent  enough,  and  becausel  believed,  if  passed, 
it  would  become  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the 
Free-Soilers  naughter]  for  agitation. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Then  it  seems  the  gentleman 
is  more  Southern  than  the  South  itself;  and  it 
seems  very  singular  to  me,  that  if  he  real^  enter- 
tains these  senUments  heshould  have  voted  for  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  and  against  a  bill  with  which  tue 
Southern  representatives  were  satisfied. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  a  good  many  refer- 
ences which  I  desire  to  make  to  the  acuon  or 
parties  in  other  States,  but  I  eannot  for  want  oi 
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tinie.  I  w31  proceed.  The  coahiion  in  Ma88ft> 
efaaseUs  ia  too  palpable,  and  the  position  of  the 
Democrniic  party  too  well  established,  to  say  more 
ID  reference  to  them.  We  all  know  what  ia  the 
Doaition  of  tibe  DemoK^adc  pairiy  in  tiM  State  of 
Ohio  oow,  and  what  it  has  been  for  some  tima 
pesU  We  know  the  principle  upon  which  the 
prflBent  QoveFBor  was  recently  elected,  although 
fie  has,  in  his  last  message,  proclaimed  sentiments 
irhi<^  meet  my  approbation,  so  far  as  they  eo. 
But  the  Governor  of  Ohio  was  elected  upon  bis 
declaration  that  "  the  fugitive  slave  law  can  never 
eeeeive  the  vohmtary  co6peratio«  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Ohio. ''  That  was  the  principle  upon 
which  he  ejected  his  election— -opposition  to  the 
IbgitiTe  slave  law.  Now,  1  allude  to  this  fact  be- 
cause a  gentleman  now  occupying  the  chair,  [Mr. 
Ou>s»]  in  a  recent  speech,  spoke  of  the  peculiar 
Samtkrrmtm  of  the  Democracy  of  Ohio,  as  shown 
in  this  election  and  in  other  instances  Again ,  sir, 
the  late  Democratic  Convention  of  Ohio  passed  a 
resolution  declaring  ^*  that  slavery  is  an  evil  which 
ought  to  be  eradicated,  and  its  extension  prevented 
by  aU  lawful  means.*'  We  know  that  in  that 
coawntion,  held  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  this  senti- 
ment was  avowed;  and  su6h  has  been  the  inroad 
of  Pree-SoiHsm  upon  the  Democracy  of  that  State 
that  in  a  district  lately  represented  by  a  distin- 
guished member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Root,]  a  free 
soil  Whig,  whose  anti^lavery  opinions  are  well 
known, ^  now  represented  by  a  free  soil  Demo- 
crat, though,  as  1  am  informed,  there  was  a  de- 
cided Whiff  majority  in  the  districL  The  coalition 
by  w^hich  Mr.  Chase  was  elected  to  the  Senate  is 
a  laatter  of  history .^^The  fact  is,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  I>emocrats  havAatrly  outbid  the  WlMgs  in 
this  State,  as  in  Massachusetts;  and  as  I  heard  an 
Ohio  Whig  comphuning,  '*the  Democrats  have 
bought  up  or  stolen  most  of  our  Whig  free  soil- 
ers.^*  Well,  sir,  I  am  glad  of  it.  1  rejoice  thai 
the  ^^hijgB  are  getting  rid  of  them,  and  I  hope 
the  pomocracy  will  make  better  use  of  them  than 
the  ^Wliigs  did. 

Mr.  GIDDIN6S.  I  hone  the  gentleman  will 
allow  roe  to  correct  him.  1  know  he  intends  to 
state  his  positions  correctly.  But  I  will  state  to 
him,  that  in  some  portions  of  the  State  to  which 
he  has  made  allusion,  the  Democrats  have  bought 
up  the  Whigs.  If  he  will  examine  the  recent  po- 
litiea]  histoiy  of  that  State,  he  will  see  that  in  one 
portion  of  tne  State  the  whole  Whig  party  were 
found  voting  for  a  Democrat  and  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  Siat  ticket  was  elected.  And  that  dis- 
trict, mrhich  was  formerly  a  strong  Whig  district, 
B  now  one  of  the  strongest  Democratic  districts  in 
the  State.  So  it  seems  that  the  Democrats  have 
bought  both  the  Whigs  and  Democrats,  [renewed 
laughter.] 

Mr.  CABEIX.  This  only  confirms  what  I 
have  said.  I  have  not  time  to  allude  to  coalitions 
in  other  States,  with  which  we  are  all  familiar. 
Kow  to  return  to  this  Constitutional  Union  party, 
or  rather,  I  should  say,  the  Constitutional  Union 
DnMcraHe  party.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  of  that 
party  why  it  is  they  come  forward  now  and  seek 
to  force  a  union  with  the  old~  Democratic  party  ? 
What  is  the  position  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  at  the  South  upon  the  Questions  upot) 
which  the  Union  party  was  formed  ?  Tlieir  posi- 
tion is  directiv  at  war  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitutional  Union  party.    The  position  pf  the 

•  Whi^  party  of  the  South  cannot  be  mistaken.  It 
has  been  clearly  defined  by  their  declaration  of 
sentiments,  riven  here  and  elsewhere,  by  the  votes 
which  have  oeen  ^ven  by  those  gentlemen  on  all 
occasions  upon  this  floor.  They  nave  almost  uni- 
formly declared  for  the  Union  and  the  compro- 
mise. In  this  connection  I  beg  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  a  certain  paper  which 

%aa  signed  by  a  good   many  members  of  the 

•  House  of  Representatives  and  a  few  of  the  Senate, 
during  the  fast  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
That  paper  shows  the  opinion  of  the  two  parties, 
in  relation  to  those  questions  upon  which  the 
Union  party  was  formed: 

The  onderMfoed,  nembera  of  the  Thirty-flral  Concresa 
of  tu  United  States,  betievinf  that  a  renewal  of  sectfonal 
coHliofCfy  npon  the  rabiectof  alavenr  would  be  boUi  dan- 
fwois  to  (be  Unlos  and  destructive  of  Itt  object,  and  seelnf 
Msode  bjr  wtiieli  snelioonliovMvy  can  be  avoided,  except 
bf  tUKtot  adbsrvDce  to  the  tctiJeiiHUit  thereof  effected  by 
tb«  coiBfnmiiae  acta  pamed  la«t  session  of  CongreM,  do 
hftebf  dMAue  their  intention  to  maintain  the  same  settle^ 
•cat  fanrMaie,  and  to  resiat  all  anenpts  to  repeal  or  alter 
teMm  ifctsaaidi  unlaw  by  the  feawal  constnt  of  tb« 


fUends  of  the  measurea,  and  ta  remedy  aueb  evila,  If  any, 
as  Ume  and  experience  may  devolop ;  and  lor  the  puipose 
of  mailing  this  resolution  ea)icUve,  they  f\ifther  declare  that 
they  will  not  support  for  the  odtce  of  President,  or  of  Vice 
President,  or  of  denator,  or  ofKepresentatives  in  Oongreas, 
or  as  member  of  a  State  JLefislature,  knv  man,  of  whatever 
party,  who  is  not  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  disturlMoce 
of  the  settlement  afbrcsaid,  and  to  the  renewal  in  any  form 
of  agitation  upon  the  subject  of  alavery. 

Henry  Clay,  Howell  Cobb, 

C.  8.  Morehead,  U.  8.  Foote, 

Robert  L.  Ros«,  IVUUam  Duer, 

William  C.  Dawson,  Jamet  BrookSf 

Tkomns  J.  Rusk,  Akx'r  H.  Stephens, 

Jeremiah  Clemens,  R.  Toombs, 

Jame$  Cooper,  M .  P.  Gentry, 

Thomas  G.  Pratt,  Henry  W.  Hiiliard, 

William  M.  Gwin,  F.  B.  McLean, 

Satnuel  Ji.  Eiiotf  A.  6.  Watkiiis, 

David  OuUuw,  H.  A.  Bullard, 

C.  U,  Williams,  T.  8,  Uayniond, 

J.  PhilUps  PAoniar,  A.  H.  Sheppard, 

•4.  ikf.  Sehermerhomf         Daniel  Brcck, 
John  R.  Tkurman^  James  L.  Johnsun, 

/>.  ^,  Bokee,  J.  B.  Thompson, 

George  R.  ^nirewzy      ^  '  J.  M.  Anderson, 
W.  P.  Mansuni^  '    John  B.  Kerr, 

Jeremiah  Morton,  J.  P.  Caldwell, 

R.  I.  Bowie,  Edmund  Deberry, 

£.  C.  CabeU,  Humphrey  ManhaU, 

Alexander  Evans,  Allen  F.  Owen. 

This  paper  is, in  substance,  a  pledge  to  stand 
by  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Constitutional 
Union  party,  and  by  the  measures  known  as  the 
Compromise  measures.  The  pledge  was  circu- 
lated in  the  last  session,  and  has  appended  to  it,  I 
believe,  the  name  of  every  Southern  Whig  in  this 
House  except  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  CuNCMAN,]  and  his  coUeae^ue,  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly.] But  there  was  not  a  single  Democratic  mem- 
ber who  was  willing  to  put  his  name  upon  that 
paper,  except  the  distinguished  gentleman  now 
Governor  of  Georgia,  and  late  Speaker  of  this 
House;  and  in  the  Senate,  but  four  gentlemen 
signed  it. 

in  this  connection,  let  me  say  to  my  Union 
friends,  how  different  has  been  the  course  of  the 
Southern  Whigs  upon  the  subject  heretofore,  and 
how  different  is  the  course  which  they  have  laid 
out  for  themselves  for  the  future.  The  Whigs  of 
Georgia  gave  their  cordial  support  to  Hon.  How- 
ell Cobb,  and  I  rejoice  that  they  did  so.  We^- 
and  I  say  toe,  because  1  am  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Whig  party,  and  as  such  interested  in 
this  matter — have  pledged  ourselves  to  carry  out 
the  resolutions  of  your  Union  Convention.  Yet 
you  will  not  act  with  us — you  will  not  vote  for  a 
Whig  though  he  should  put  himself  upon  the  rec- 
cords  as  a  Union  man;  but  you  wish  to  carry  us 
along,  Whig  and  Democrat,  into  a  Democratic 
convention— composed  in  part  of  those  who  have 
expressed  their  opinions  upon  this  subject  adverse 
to  your  own,  and  who  are  closely  allied  to  those 
who  have  been  making  war  upoi^  our  uistitutions 
at  the  South. 

Another  reason  why,  it  seemed  to  me,  the 
Union  party,  if  they  expressed  any  preference, 
should  not  have  expressed  it  so  deciaealy  in  favor 
of  the  Democratic  party,  is,  that  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  House  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  the  Whig  party  met  in  caucus 
and  passed  a  resolution  by  which  they  pledged 
themselves  to  sustain  the  compromise  measures  of 
the  last  Congress,  and  by  which  they  declared 
that  those  m^isures  were  the  best  which  could 
have  been  adopted  under  the  circumstances.  That 
resohition  is  in  these  words: 

**  Retohedf  That  we  regard  the  series  of  acts  known  as 
the  Adjustment  •measores  as  fonnin|(  in  their  mutual  de- 
pendescQ  and  connection  a  system  ot  compromise  the  most 
conciliatory,  and  the  best  for  the  entire  country  that  could 
be  obtained  fh>m  conflicting  sectional  interests  and  opin- 
ions ;  and  that,  therefbre,  tlicy  ought  to  be  adhered  to  and 
carried  Into  t'aitta^  execnUon,  as  a  llnal  settlement  hi  prtn- 
cipte  and  substance  of  the  dangerous  and  exoitiag  subjects 
which  thev  embrace. " — RetoMian  of  fVkig  Congressional 
CaucuM^  December  1, 1851. 

This,  sir,  is  the  very  principle  on  which  the 
Union  party  was  formed.  The  Democratic  cau- 
cus refused  to  adopt  any  sucj^  resolution.  Now, 
gentlemen  of  the  Union  party,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  and  in  the  name  of  fairness  and 
justice,  why  is  it  that  you  should  attempt  to  con- 
nect yourselves  with  the  Democratic  party,  which 
has  refused  to  adopt  your  resolutions  and  sustain 
your  principles,  and  refuse  to  unite  with  those 
who  have  adopted  those  re^lutions,  and  who  have 
pledged  themselves  to  act  with  you? 

The  present  Whig  President,  (Mr.  Fix4^orb>) 
in  his  message,  has  said: 
I     <*TlieBeriesof  meaaurea  to  which  I  have  alluded  sre  re- 


garded by  me  as  a  setUement,  in  principte  and  substance— 
a  final  setUement— of  the  dangerous  and  exciting  subjectt 
which  they  embraeod.  *' 

And  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Webster,  has 
also  said,  in  his  letter  to  the  Union  meeting  iu 
Westchester: 

"  The  President's  message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  expresses  fhlly  and  plainly  his  own 
and  the  nnantuious  opinion  of  all  those  associated  with 
him  in  the  ExecuUve  administration  of  the  Gov^nment, 
in  regard  to  what  are  called  the  a4Ju8Unent  or  compromise 
measures  of  last  session.'* 

Now,  sir,  why,  under  these  circumstances,  was 
it  that  the  Union  party  determined  to  select  the 
Democratic  party  with  which  to  act,  and  to  ask 
us  Whigs  to  ^  along  with  them  ? 

Sir,  my  opinion' is,  that  a  **change  is  now  going 
on  in  the  public  mind*'  at  the  North,  among  the 
Whig  party,  favorable  to  the  South,  and  I  have 
deeply  regretted,  as  if  Southern  man,  to  see  the 
disposition  manifested  by  Southern  Democrats  to 
sneer  at  every  indication  of  returning  sound  senti* 
ment  among  the  Whig  men  of  the  North.  For 
my  part,  sir,  I  rejoice,  and  I  have  ever  rejoiced  to 
see  any  man^  Whig  or  Democrat,  at  the  North » 
coming  back  to  a  sound,  constitutional  view  of  the 
rights  of  the  South.  I  have  expressed  by  appro- 
bation at  the  views  set  for^h  in  the  last  message 
of  the  present  Democratic  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  although  they  ore  entirely  at  variance 
with  those  he  expressed  before  his  eleciion.  I 
expressed  my  gratification  at  the  election  of  the 
Democratic  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  though  it 
is  known  that,  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  he  voted  for  the  anti-jaU  law 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  voted  for  that  law  depriv- 
ing the  people  of  the  South  of  the  use  of  their  jails 
for  the  purpose  of  confining  their  fugitive  slaves. 
But  he  has  changed  his  opinion,  and  I  give  him 
credit  for  it.  I  rejoice  at  his  election,  though  David 
Wilmot  was  run  on  the  ticket  with  him  and  elected 
a  Judge  by  the  Democratic  party.  And  why  is 
it  that  we  near  gentlemen  sneering  and  attributing 
it  to  the  most  selfish  and  unkind  motives,  when  a 
gentleman  of  the  Whig  party  of  the  North  shows 
a  disposition  to  depart  from  that  former  unsound 
position  ? 

How  often'have  we  heard  the  most  unkind  and 
disparaging  allusions  made  to  thenresent  position 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Grovemor  of  New 
York,  and  of  other  Northern  men  who  now  act 
so  much  in  opposition  to  opinions  heretofore  en- 
tertained and  expressed. 

After  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Taylor,] 
who  I  do  not  now  see  in  his  seat,  had  made  the 
patriotic  speech  which  he  did  a  few  dl^s  ago,  upon 
this  floor,  I  could  not  but  be  surprise  at  the  feel- 
ing of  gratification  which  seemed  to  exhibit  itself 
in  the  mces  of  many  Southern  gentlemen,  when 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Olds]  repUed  in  a  tone  of  in- 
vective and  sneering,  because  he  had  had  the  manli- 
ness to  vote  for  the  fugitive  slave  bill. 

Mr.  M£ADE.  I  openly  expressed  my  gratifi- 
cation at  the  stand  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Tati^or]  at  the  time;  and  it  i^  obvious 
that  every  Southern  man  must  have  felt  gratifiea 
by  it.  I  should  Uke  the  gentleman  to  point  out  a 
Southern  man  who  was  not  gratified  with  that  po* 
sition. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  gentleman  misunderstands 
me.  I  said  I  was  surprised  at  the  gratification 
with  which  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olds,]  in  reply  to  the  manly  and 
patriotic  speech  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Taylor,] 
was  received.  But,  inasmuch  as  that  gentleman  is 
not  now  in  his  seat,  I  shall  forbear  to  make  any 
further  allusion  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  MEADE.  That  gentleman  voted  for  the 
fugitive  slave  law. 

Mr.  CABELL.    That  is  quite  a  mistake.    The 

fentleman  did  not  vote  for  the  fugitive  slave  law. 
have  shown  a  sufficient  reason  why  the  Union 
party  of  the  South  should  not  go  into  convention 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

The  paper  from  which  I  have  read,  and  which 
recommends  the  sending  of  delegates  to  Baltimore, 
gives  the  most  conclusive  reason  why  this  should 
not  be  done.  I  refer  to  that  part  in  which  the  coa- 
lition between  the  Southern  Democrats  and  the 
Abolitionists  is  alluded  to.  Now,  my  opinion  is 
that  the  Union  party  has  nothing  to  do  with  either 
of  these  conventions.  I  think  they  have  no  right 
to  send  delegates  to  one  or  the  other.  But  I  liave 
shown  a  reason  why,  if  they  send  del^ipates  to 
eith^  of  them,  there  is  certainly  as  much  reason 
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for  BendiDg  them  to  the  Whig  as  to  the  Democratic  j 
Convention.  1  have  already  expressed  my  surprise  . 
at  the  action  of  the  Union  party  m  the  Slate  of  (Geor- 
gia; and  I  am  still  more  surprised  at  the  action  of 
certain  gentlemen  who  were  elected  to  this  House 
upon  the  principle  of  an  entire  separation  from 
both  the  great  parties  of  the  country.  When  they 
arrive  at  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  we  find 
some  of  these  gentlemen  going  into  the  Democratic 
caucus;  affiliating  with  Disunionists  of  the  South 
and  Abolitionists  of  the  North;  and  when  that 
caucus  rejected  their  compromise  resolution,  voting 
for  its  nominees. 

I  am  told  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  occupy 
this  position,  that  the  Whig  party,  uAer  passing 
these  resolutions,  nominated  no  candidates  for  the 
various  offices  of  the  House.  But,  sir,  I  would  be 
elad  to  know  how  it  is  thA  gentlemen  thus  stand- 
ing and  representing  the  Union  party,  could  bring 
themselves  to  act  with  or  on  the  Democratic  Com- 
mittee of  the  great  National  Democratic  party  in 
the  late  meeting  held  by  them  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  connection  with  the  gentlemen  who 
composed  that  committee?  Will  it  not  sound 
strange  to  the  Union  party  South  to  find  the  names 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Bartlett.  ofVermont,  (Pree-Soiler,) 
associated  with  that  of  Jos.  W.  Jackson,  (South- 
em  Rights,)  John  G.  Freeman,  (Union,)  and  Rob- 
ert W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  (Southern  Rights  ?^ 

Mr  JACKSON  (interrupting)  was  understooa 
by  the  Reporter  to  say  that  ne  had  been  nominated 
by  the  regular  State-Ri^ht  Democratic  party  of  his 
State,  and  not  by  the  Union  party. 

Mr.  CABELL.  As  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  his  jposition  is  not  even  doubtful.  He 
is  jiot  one  or  those  obscure  individuals,  whose 
position  is  not  known  to  this  House  as  well  as  to 
the  country.  My  remarks  were  addressed  to  the 
Union  men.  I  find  members  elected  by  the  Union 
omuiization 

Mr.  FREEMAN,  (interrupting.^  As  the  gen- 
tleman has  directed  his  remarks  to  tne  Union  Dem- 
ocrats, I  have  to  say  to  him,  I  was  always  a  Union 
Democrat;  was  nominated  by  my  district  because 
I  was  a  Union  Democrat;  and  I  came  here  to  rep- 
resent that  principle  and  no  other,  so  far  as  that  is 
concerned. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  understand  the  position  of 
the  gentleman.  He  was  elected  as  a  Union  Demo- 
crat. He  was  elected  in  direct  wpontion  to  the 
position  occupied  by  my  fnend  rrom  Arkansas, 
nis  associate  on  this  committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  (interrupting,) 
made  a  rem^k  inaudible  to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  make 
no  allusions  to  any  individual  again.  [Laughter.] 
The  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  is 
that  which  is  the  position  of  the  whole  Democratic 
party. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  would  not  say  a  word  here, 
were  it  not  a  fact,  that  I  was  nominated  by  a  Dem- 
ocratic Convention,  and  as  a  Democratic  candidate, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  positions  I  have 
taken  here. 

Mr.  CABELL.  We  all  know  the  position  of 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  and  he  will  excuse 
me 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
from  Florida 

Mr.  CABELL.  My  remarks  were  not  ad- 
dressed to  your  section  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    You  spoke  my  name. 

Mr.  CABEILL.  I  retract  the  name.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  have  only  to  say,  that  if  this  is  to  be  the 
end  of  this  Union  organization,  then  I,  as  one 
who,  though  elected  as  a  Whig,  have  given  all  the 
aid  I  could  to  strengthen  the  organization  and  to 
induce  the  Whigs  of  my  State  to  abandon  their 
old  party  organization  and  unite  themselves  with 
this,  which  purported  to  be  the  party  of  the  Con- 
stitution. But  if  a  Democratic  gentleman,  elected 
by  this  Union  organization,  were  to  come  to  the 
Cfongress  of  the  United  States  and  act  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  their  primary  meeting  for 
calling  their  convention,  and  to  go  into  that  con- 
vention, we  in  Florida  would  be  very  apt  to  hand 
him  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  "  fire- 
eaters."  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say  what  their 
Whig  associates  in  Georgia  and  Mississippi  should 
do.  1  do  not  know  what  others  may  ao,  but  I 
say,  as  a  member  of  that  party,  I  would  do  more 
to  defeat  the  election  of  men  who  occupy  that  po- 
■itioD  tlian  I  would  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
,  [Mr.  JouNiow,]  or  my  friend  from  Virginia, 


[Mr.  Meade,]  or  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Vena- 
BLE,]  or  any  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
tUtra  in  what  they  deem  a  defence  of  Southern 
rights.    They  have  deceived  no  one. 

I  have  thus  hastily  stated  my  views  in  re|;ard 
to  what  I  believe  to  be  an  abandonment  of  the 

frinciple  on  which  the  Union  party  was  formed, 
trust  that  the  course  recommended  by  the  Union 
men  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  will  not  be 
adopted  by  the  Union  party  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  venture  to  predict,  that  when 
these  Union  men  go  to  that  Baltimore  Convention, 
they  will  find  themselves  in  the  position  they  were 
in  the  organization  of  this  House.  Those  resolu- 
tions will  be  oflered,  and  they  will  be  voted  dotm, 
and  some  man  whose  opinions  are  not  clearly  de- 
fined before  the  country  will  be  nominated,  and 
they  will  acquiesce.  This  is  my  opinion  as*  to 
what  will  be  the  res\^lt  of  this  whole  thing. 

By  going  into  this  convention  they  violate  the 
principles  upon  which  they  originally  based  their 
organization.  They  willffo  further,  and  do  what  I 
have  just  now  stated.  They  will  nominate  some 
such  man  as  William  O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  a 
man  whose  opinions  are  not  known,  except  that 
he  has  happened  to  own  some  slaves,  and  who 
will  be  sustained  by  Van  Buren  &  Co.,  as  a  South- 
ern man  with  Northern  sentiments,  and  by  the 
Southern  Rights  men  as  one  of  themselves.  I 
will  never  give  my  support  to  a  man  whose  posi- 
tion is  not  definitely  and  clearly  known. 

A  Voice.    You  supported  such  a  man  in  1848. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Yes.  But  if  I  can  be  forgiven 
for  that,  I  will  never  do  the  hke  again.  1  beg  my 
Union  friends,  and  all  Southern  men,  not  to  com- 
mit the  same  error  the  Whigs  committed  during 
the  last  presidential  election. 

I  repeat,  sir,  and  I  think  this  should  be  the  po- 
sition of  all  men  who  love  this  Union,  that  before 
any  man  should  be  nominated  for  the  Presidency, 
or  sustained  by  the  South,  his  opinions  should  be 
clearly  spread  upon  record.  Nothing,  I  think, 
could  be  80  unfortunate  for  the  country  as  a  recur- 
rence of  the  incidents  of  the  last  presidential 
election. 

On  this  point  I  believe  the  Southern  Whig 
party  is  nearly  undivided,  and  the  whole  country 
should  understand  their  position.  The  South 
should  not,  and  will  not,  countenance  any  efforts 
of  this  sort  to  attempt  to  conciliate  the  Aoolition- 
ists  of  the  North,  by  concealing  the  opinions  of 
the  candidate  they  are  called  upon  to  supporL  I 
wish  that  position  clearly  laid  down  by  the  mem- 
bers of  both  parties.  But  I  believe  that  a  scheme 
is  now  on  foot  by  the  members  of  the  different  di- 
visions of  the  Democratic  party,  to  nominate  a 
man  whose  position  is  undefined,  and  who  will 
enable  the  party*  to  keep  up  the  slavery  agitation. 
1  wish  to  call  the  attenuon  of  the  country  to  it,  in 
order  that  the  people  themselves  may  speak  upon 
this  point.  I  nnd  the  gentleman  from  Massacnu- 
setts,  [Mr.  Rantoul,]  who  has  recently  addressed 
the  House,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the  North, 
and  gentlemen  from  the  extreme  South,  express- 
ing their  determination  to  stand  by  the  platform 
of  1844  and  1848.  That,  they  say,  will  satisfy 
them.  All  these — Abolitionists,  Disunionists,  and 
Free-Soilers — are  willing  to  stand  upon  that  old 
rotten  platform  of  1848,  by  which  they  will  be  en- 
abled to  nominate  a  man  whose  opinions  have  not 
been  expressed,  and  are  not  known.  They  will,  at 
the  North,  represent  him  as  an  Abolitionist  and  a 
Free-Soiler,  and  coming  down  to  the  South,  repre- 
sent him  as  a  true  bona  fide  Southern  man.  We 
find  the  e  gentlemen  now  acting  in  concert  with 
the  Van  Buren  and  the  Benton  class.  Mr.  Ben- 
ton has  recently  published  a  letter  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  Democratic  party 
should  go  into  convention  upon  the  resolutions  of 
1848,  and  nothing  more,  as  nas  been  recommend- 
ed by  Southern  as  well  as  other  Northern  gen- 
tlemen. * 

Mr.  Benton  says,  in  defining  **the  Democratic 
ground  in  relation  to  slavery:" 

**  Adhesion  to  the  Baltimore  platform  of  lfM8  if  another 
point  on  which  I  hold  you  to  be  right,  and  the  NulliAf  ra 
wrong.  That  platform  contains  the  Democratic  ground  in 
relation  to  slavery.  The  NuUlfitrs  wish  to  ingraft  upon  it 
a  new  dogma,  which  was  expressly,  and  almost  unani- 
mously, rejected  by  the  convention  which  (Wuiied  it,  name- 
ly, that  Congre$$  has  no  right  to  legUlate  upon  slavtry  in 
tht  Terrltones.  This  dogma,  like  all  the  doctrines  or  the 
school  to  which  it  belongs,  is  of  modem  inventiou,  and  only 
invented  for  the  purpose  of  multiplying  chances  to  find  pre- 
texu  to  resist  the  laws  of  CongreM,  and  for  flying  off  into 
that  naw  eonfederacy  which  is  to  consist  wholly  of  slave 


Stales,  and  to  be  christened  **  Th*  Uniltd  Statt$  8ovtk,» 
The  Democracy  take  tbe  Baliioiore  tUatfomi  as  it  wassnecd 
to — not  as  it  was  not  agreed  to— «tfll  less  as  rejected— tnd 
above  all  as  attempted  to  be  interpolated  by  the  dregs  of  tbe 
party  which  made  the  effort,  and  so  miserably  A^jed  is  it  at 
Baltimore.'^ 

Mr.  Benton  objects  to  an jr  addition  to  that  plat- 
form of  '48,  which  my  Union  friends  are  willinf^ 
and  anxious  to  adopt,  for  the  reason,  he  saya,  that 
such  additions  tend  to  express  the  opinion  **  thai 
Congress  has  no  right  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  Territories."  He  ii  for  tht 
resolutions  as  they  are,  though  they  justifv  the 
doctrine  of  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Here  i  fintl  men, 
extreme  in  their  Southern  opinions,  willing  to  go 
into  that  convention  and  adopt  the  resolattons  of 
'48,  and  willing  to  stand  by  them.  I  ask  how  can 
Southern  Rights  Union  men  act  with  such  an  as- 
sociation as  this?  And  how  can  constitutional 
Union  men  join  such  an  association  ? 

But  we  are  told  that  we  must  nominate  some- 
body and  vote  for  somebody.  Well,  sir,  my 
choice,  as  an  individual  member  of  this  House, 
and  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is  for  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States,  i  have 
never  hesitated  to  express  my  opinion,  that  1  am 
in  favor  of  the  election  of  Millara  Fillmore  for  die 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  think  the  coun- 
try is  more  indebted  to  him  than  to  any  other 
man  living,  for  the  peace  and  c|uiet  we  enjoy.  And 
I  believe  there  is  a  moral  oblieation  rest^^  upon 
the  South,  especially  Southern  rThifs,  and  indeed 
on  all  com  promise  men,  to  stand  by  Mr.  Fillmore  for 
a  rei^lection  to  the  presidency.  We  all  know  the 
agency  he  had  in  quieting  ^e  slavery  agitatioo, 
and  we  know,  too,  that  mWhout  his  aid,  those 
measures  would  not  have  been  passed.  I  can  un- 
derstand how  Soutktm-Rightt  men  and  Disunionisti 
can  vote  against  him.  But  it  seems  to  roe  that 
men  who  desire  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country, 
and  are  in  favor  of  the  compromise  measures,  as 
a  final  Settlement  of  the  exciting  topics  embraced 
in  them,  are  bound  to  rally  arouna  and  support 
Mr.  Fillmore,  for  no  man  has  done  so  much  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country, 
and  to  preserve  the  union  of  these  States.  In  aua- 
taining  him  they  sustain  a  ereat  principle. 

Now,  I  understand  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is  not  to 
be  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  I  do  not  knov 
how  that  is.  I  need  not  say  that  I  shall  deeply 
regret  his  withdrawal,  and  1  am  sure  1  "jP^  ^^ 
sentiments  of  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  Whigs  of 
the  Southern  States  when  I  say  he,  of  all  men,  if 
the  man  they  desire  to  see  elected  to  the  next  Presi- 
dency. If  Mr.  Fillmore  is  compelled  to  with- 
draw because  he  cannot  receive  the  votes  of  North- 
ern Whigs,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  an  evidence 
that  that  portion  of  my  party  has  resolved  not  to 
respect  the  constitutional  nghta  of  my  section  of 
the  Union.  In  such  a  case  1  shall  feel  myself  all 
at  sea;  a  regular  outsider. 

I  have  shown  that,  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs,  cooperation  with  the  Democratic  party  if 
out  of  the  question.  The  Union  party  has  aban- 
doned the  principles  on  which  it  was  formed,  and 
unless  the  Northern  Whigs  change  the  position 
they  have  hitherto  occupied,  I,  as  a  Southern 
Whig,  never  can  and  never  will  act  with  them. 
It  would  be  with  great  difficulty  that  I  could  erer 
bring  myself  to  support  a  candidate  for  the  Pr«»* 
dency  who  is  ooraially  supported  by  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  New  York  J_Mr.  Sewird.! 

1  hear  gentlemen  say  thaC  the  Whie  party  will 
probably  do  what  1  have  said  I  would  condemn 
in  the  Democratic  party,  and  that  their  conveniion 
will  nominate  a  man  occupying  the  position  of 
(General  Butler,  and  I  have  been  asked  what  would 
be  my  course  in  such  a  case?  General  Scott  oc- 
cupies just  the  relation  to  the  Whig  party  that 
General  Butler  does  to  the  Democratic  party.f 
Would  I  support  him  ?  I  answer  unhesitaungly, 
Ab.  1  will  not  sup(>ort  him,  but  will  do  all  in  my 
power  to  defeat  the  election  of  «ny  suni  who,  m 
such  times  as  these,  withholds  his  opinions  from 
the  public. 

Of  this  distinguished  man  I  will  say,  that  I  re- 

Sird  him  as  the  greatest  captain  of  the  age,  and 
at  I   believe  no  man  has  ever  lived  ^'n^**" 
achieved  so  much  and  beei»  so  Uttk  rewarded  or 
appreciated.     My  personal  relations  with  hiro  are 
such  that,  individually,  his  eiection  wouUhemcre 
acceptable  to  me  than  that  of  any  other  man  in 
this  country;  but,  sir,  in  his  present  position,  i 
cannot  and  will  not  give  him  my  vols  for  the  Frwi- 
dency;  and  in  speaking  thus,  I  think  I  eipress 
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the  seadnieDt  of  the  Southern  Whig  party.  Un- 
lesa  he  will  do  what  the  country  have  a  right  to 
demand  of  him — spread  his  opinions  upon  the 
record*  in  characters  so  plain  that  he  who  runs 
may  read — he  cannot  be  supported  by  them. 
Geuensl  Scott,  individually,  is  entitled  to  the  sup- 
port of  all  compromise  men.  I  happen  to  know 
aurine  the  last  Congress,  the  opinions  he  enter- 
tained on  these  questions.  Whilst  acting  Secre- 
txuy  of  War  subsequent  to  the  death  of  General 
Tavlor,  and  previous  to  the  formation  of  Mr. 
Fillmore^s  Cabinet,  he  exerted  his  personal  influ- 
ence to  the  utmost  to  effect  the  passage  of  tlie  com- 
promise measures. 

But  I,  and  Northern  gentleman  who  know  his 
opinions  upon  that  subject,  should  know  that  the 
whole  Whig  party  of  the  South  will  demand  some- 
thins  more  clear,  determinate.  We  insist  that  our 
candidate  shall  express  his  opinions  to  the  country, 
or  that  the  nominating  convention  shall  take  the 
responsibility  of  doing  so.  We  do  not  want  a 
man  to  stand  in  the  position  that  in  the  North  the 
Abolitionists  can  say  he  occupies  their  ground, 
and  in  the  South  that  he  advocates  the  Southern 
principles. 

Mr.  HIBBARD,  (interrupting.)  One  question 
as  to  a  matter  of  fact.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  for  the  Presidency. 

Mr.  CABEILL.  I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.    Only  a  word. 

Mr.  CABEXL.  I  cannot.  My  time  is  very 
short.  As  to  General  Scott,  notwithstanding  my 
h^h  adrairaiion  of  the  man,  notwithstanding  the 
friendly  relations  existing  between  us,  I  will  not 
do  what  I  believe  the  Democratic  party  will  do^ 
take  a  umr  without  any  exposition  of  his  princi- 
ples. Here  let  me  say,  that  it  is  almost,  if  not 
entirely,  too  late  for  this  gallant  soldier  to  do  him- 
self justice,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  false  po- 
sition into  which  the  acts  of  designing  men  have 
inveigled  him.  Thfe  American  people  may  say,  as 
did  the  French  to  Louis  Philippe,  it  is  <*  too  late." 
He  has  put  it  off  too  long.  He  has  allowed  him- 
self to  remain  too  long  in  a  false  position,  and  it 
may  be  now  too  late  for  him  to  remedy  the  error, 
and  consequently  the  injury  he  has  done  himself. 
I  think  I  can  say  with  confidence,  that  he,  as  he 
now  stands,  cannot  receive  the  support  of  a 
respectable  portion  of  the  Southern  Wnig  pajty. 
In  ois  present  position,  if  nominated  by  the  Whig 
party  for  the  Presidency,  I  do  not  believe  that  in 
my  State  he  would  receive  fifty  votes;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  he  would  not  get  the  electoral  vote 
of  one  Southern  State.  I  have  been  toid  by  some 
gentleman,  that,  even  in  his  present  position,  he 
would  receive  the  vote  of  Kentucky  if  nominated, 
but  I  do  not  believe  it.  1  appeal  to  the  gentlemen 
{rom  that  State  to  bear  me  out  in  the  declaration  I 
now  make,  that  no  man  will  receive  the  Whig 
vote  of  that  State  who  does  not  come  out  clearly, 
manfully,  and  decidedly,  and  put  himself  upon  the 
record — ^who  does  not  define  his  position  in  such 
a  manner  that  there  can  be  no  mistaking  it. 
What  the  Democrats  will  do  I  know  not.  They 
may  go  for  Butler  or  some  other  mum  candidate. 
1  may  make  the  same  declaration  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  POLK.  The  gentleman  need  not  be  un- 
easy. General  Scott  never  will  receive  the  vote  of 
that  State. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  have  no  uneasiness.  I  ask 
gentlemen  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  to  correct 
Sie  statement  1  have  made  here,  if  I  am  wrong. 

I  repeat,sir,theSouthern  Whigs  are  determined, 
so  fiir  as  they  are  concerned,  that  no  man  shall  be 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  whose  opin- 
ion is  capable  of  misrepresentation.  If  a  man  is 
in  favor  of  the  settlement  of  these  questions,  in  the 
imme  of  common  sense,  why  does  he  not  come 
forward  before  the  world,  and  put  himself  upOn 
the  record  and  sav  so?  In  that  way  all  doubt 
would  be  removed.  We  will  hold  him  liable  to 
the  infputation  of  double-dealing,  and  of  desiring 
to  pander  to  the  fanatical  abolition  sentiment  of 
the  Worth.  Let  Northern  Whigs  clearly  under- 
stand this/set.  I  assure  them  there  is  no  mistake 
about  it. 

1  rcigret  tl^  the  time  allotted  to  me  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  say  more  on  this  point.  But  it  is,  per- 
haps, enougn  to  have  stated  the  proposition.  I 
have  deemra  it  due  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  the  opinions  of  aspiranta  for  the  Presidency 
should  be  dearly  understood.     I  have  introduced 


this  discussion  now,  that  gentlemen  representing 
the  various  parties  of  the  country,  and  tne  friends 
of  the  numerous  aspirants  to  the  Presidency  here, 
may  enlighten  the  people  on  questions  of  such 
general  and  vital  interest.  Let  the  people  have 
ught,  and  they  will  see  to  it  that  none  but  a  good 
man  of  some  party  shall  be  elected  President, 
Should  the  politicians  of  neither  party  have  the 
moral  courage,  and  sense  of  justice,  and  propriety 
to  spurn  from  its  bosom  the  Free-Soil  faction,  the 
peoole  will  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hcmds, 
ana  a  third  party,  planting  and  maintaining  itself 
on  the  Constitution,  will  be  called  to  preside  over 
the  destinies  of  the  Republic.  My  purpose  is  to 
elicit  debate;  and  seeing  other  gentlemen  anxious 
to  address  the  committee,  I  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  MURPHY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  did  not  ex- 
pect to  enter  into  any  political  discussion  at  this 
time,  nor  shall  I  do  so  to  any  considerable  extent; 
but  I  feel  it  to  be  due  to  myself  and  to  the  party 
to  which  I  belong  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Florida.  I  differ,  I  appre- 
hend, in  one  respect  from  the  gentlemcm  from  ' 
Florida,  [Mr.  Cabell,]  and  that  uifllerence  is  this: 
He  has  heretofore,  as  I  understand,  been  a  member 
of  the  Whig  party,  and  I  have  heretofore  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  I  come  here 
now  a  member  of  what  is  called  the  ** Union 
Party,"  and  from  the  gentleman  I  understand  he 
comes  here  in  the  same  character.  He  says  that 
he,  however,  has  never  understood  until  now  that 
that  party  was  formed  with  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  I,  just 
like  the  gentleman,  have  never  understood  that  the 
party  was  formed  for  the  particular  purpose  of 
carrying  out  Whig  principles.  That  party  is  com- 
posed of  Whigs  and  Democrats. 

The  gentleman  asked,  why  they  are  going  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention  ?  They  are  going  there  to 
see  whether  the  Baltimore  Convention  will  adopt 
the  principles  for  which  they  contend,  and  for 
which  1  have  always  contended;  and  I  have  con- 
tended that  the  principles  upon  which  the  Union 
party  of  Georgia  is  formed  are  not  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Their 
determination  to  sustain  and  prevent  interference 
with  that  institution  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  South  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  has  always  determined  when  they 
made  it  a  part  of  their  platform.  Non-interven- 
tion upon  tne  subject  of  slavery  was  tlie  doctrine 
of  the  American  people.  Wnen  they  say  now 
that  Congress  has  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery,  to  inhibit  it  from  the  Territories 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  that  they  have  no 
power  to  abolish  it  where  it  is,  nor  carry  it  where 
It  is  not,  they  sustain  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Union  party  of  Georgia  is  formed,  and  upon 
which  they  now  stand.  I  say,  if  the  Baltimore 
Convention  will  do  this,  they  will  sustain  the  po- 
sition of  the  Union  party  of  Georgia;  and  we  are 
willing,  so  far  as  the  inai^ations  go,  to  unite  with 
that  convention  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  ex- 
periment. Will  the  gentleman  fall  out  with  us  for 
endeavoring  to  do  that  which  he  want«  to  do  him- 
self? What  is  the  objection  to  going  to  Baltimore  ? 
If  the  principle  can  be  carried  out  Siere,  altjiough 
not  in  the  words  of  the  Georgia  platform — if  they 
recognize  the  principle,  will  we  not  have  accom- 
plished the  object  for  which  we  united,  and  will 
we  not  be  consistent  with  the  position  we  have 
heretofore  occupied?  But  the  gentleman  says, 
why  select  that  convention  ?  Because  the  action 
in  Georgia  tells  him.  They  tell  him  there  that 
they  believe  the  Democratic  party  North  will  be 
more  likely  to  recognize  the  principles  for  which 
we  contend  than  the  Whig.  If  the  gentleman  is 
anxious  these  principles  shall  be  sustained,  why 
object  to  their  going  there  to  try  the  experiment? 
W  hy  not  as  well  go  there  as  to  the  convention  of 
the  other  party  ?  I  a&y  I  am  willing  to  see  the 
principles  of  the  Georgia  platform  sustained,  and 
have  promised  to  stand  by  them  no  matter  who 
may  adopt  and  carry  them  out. 

The  gentleman  and  myself  are  at  issue  upon 
another  point.  He  prefers  the  man  for  the  Presi- 
dency above  all  others  that  I  do  not.  That  is 
anotner  difference  between  the  gentleman  and  my- 
self; and  I  tell  him,  if  the  Union  party  should 
think  the  Whig  party  would  be  more  likely  to 
sustain  and  carry  out  the  principles  we  consider 
of  importance  and  vital  to  our  very  existence,  I 
shoula  not  be  the  first  man  to  rise  and  say,  that  I 
object  to  going  there,  when  I  had  not  time  to  see 


the  worst — to  know  that  was  not  the  proper  place 
for  carrying  out  our  principles.  I  say  it  is  right. 
If  we,  by  going  there,  can  do  so,  I  for  one  shall 
be  proud  that  the  party  did  go  there,  provided  they 
determine  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CABELL,  (interposing.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion? The  gentleman  from  Georgia  and  myself 
agree  as  to  the  object  we  have  in  view.  I  have 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  if  the  Democratic 
party  nominate  a  man  who  will  stand  in  the 
position  I  have  occupied  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  and  the  Whig  party  refuse  to  nominate 
such  a  man,  I  will  give  my  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  Now,  I  ask  tne  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  will  he  put  himself  upon  that  ground  ?. 
Will  he  say,  if  the  Democratic  party  meet  in  con- 
vention, and  adopt  those  unmeaning  resolutions — 
the  double-faced  resolutions  of  1848,  nothing  more, 
and  the  resolutions  of  1798,  perhaps  a  little  more 
definite,  and  refuse  to  take  the  position  which  the 
Union  party  of  Georgia  occupies,  while  the  Whig 
party  snoufd  adopt  the  Geoi^ia  platform,  in  sub- 
stance, will  he  vote  for  the  Whig  candidate,  and 
against  the  Democratic  candidate? 

Mr.  POLK.  They  have  other  sins  to  answer 
for. 

Mr.  MURPHY.  I  have  just  stated,  and  I  re- 
peat it,  that  we  oi^nized  upon  the  principle  of 
the  Union  party  of^Georgia,  and  tliat  that  princi- 
ple is  proclaimed  to  the  world.  1  say  now,  that  I 
will  vote  for  no  man  who  is  opposed  to  it  against 
a  man  who  is  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  gentleman  does  not  an- 
swer my  question.  Will  he  vote  for  a  man  if  he 
is  a  Whig,  who  is  with  him,  against  a  Democrat 
who  is  not  with  him  ?  Will  he  vote  for  the  Demo- 
crat or  the  Whig  ?  Suppose  the  Whig  Conven- 
tion should  put  itself  upon  the  Georgia  platform, 
as  I  suppose  it  will,  and  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion should  not,  will  you,  as  a  Union  man,  vote 
for  the  Whig  candidate  and  against  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  ? 

Mr.  MURPHY.  I  thought  I  had  answered 
that  question  distinctly.  He  asks  me  now,  if  I 
understand  him,  if  the  Whig  candidate  of  the 
convention  puts  himself  in  substance  upon  the 
Georgia  platform,  and  the  Democratic  candidate 
does  not,  whether  I  will  vote  for  the  Whig  candi- 
date or  not.  I  am  willing  to  be  catechised  upon 
all  political  subjects.  When  I  was  put  in  nom- 
ination for  the  seat  which  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  hold,  I  proclaimed  everywhere  in  the  canvass 
that  I  was  a  Democrat;  but  it  was  unnecessary 
to  tell  them  that;  everybody  knew  i^  I  said  then 
that  I  acted  with  the  Whigs  because  I  ngreed  with 
them  upon  the  issue  which  was  then  before  the 
country;  and  I  looked  upon  it  as  paramount  to  all 
others  which  had  divided  us  before.  I  took  par- 
ticular care  to  say  upon  all  occasions  that  those 
who  had  charged  me  with  turning  Whig  had  mis- 
understood me;  that  my  political  opinions  upon 
all  former  issues  had  undergone  no  change. 

Now,  I  say  to  the  gentleman,  if  the  old  Whi^ 
doctrines  were  up,  and  the  Democracy  in  opposi- 
sition  to  them,  his  candidate  A^as  a  Whig,  and  in 
favor  of  a  United  States  Bank,  of  a  protective 
tariff,  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  against  the  Sub-Treasury;  in  short, 
if  he  was  in  favor  of  all  the  doctrines  I  had  op- 
posed and  believed  to  be  wrong,  he  would  have  to 
DC  more  than  in  substance  on  Uie  platform  before 
1  could  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  GH)RMAN.    That  will  answer  very  well. 

Mr.  MURPHY.  While  this  question  is  up,  I 
desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question;  and  I  want 
an  answer.  Why  does  he  object  to  make  the  ex- 
periment at  the  Baltimore  Convention,  before  he 
knows  whether  they  will  succeed  there  or  not? 
What  is  his  objection?  I  ask. 

Mr.  CABEILL.  I  thought  I  had  answered  that 
question.  I  understood  that  the  Union  party  of 
Georgia  was  separating  itself  from  all  parties;  and 
it  was  assumed  there,  that  neither  of  the  old  par- 
ties occupied  a  position  with  which  the  Union 
party  cpuld  agree,  otherwise  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  forming  this  Union  party.  That  was  the 
reason  which  induced  Whigs  to  go  into  this  new 
organization,  and  similar  reasons  influenced  the 
Democrats  who  joined  it. 

There  are  Whigs  in  Georgia  who  occupied  the 
same  position  that  the  gentleman  does  to  his  party. 
It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  for  these  Whigs  to 
ask  their  Democratic  associates  to  go  with  them 
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into  a  Whi^  Convention  and  vote  for  their  candi- 
date because  of  their  party  afHliations,  as  for  Union 
Democrats  to  ask  the  Whigs  to  go  into  the  Balti- 
more Convention.  Therefore  f  say,  that  you 
should  send  dele^tes  to  neither  convention.  I 
assume  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Union  partjr  to 
have  no  connection  with  either  of  these  parties, 
until  they  have  acted.  When  they  have  acted, 
then  you  can  take  a  position.  Your  party  was 
formed  upon  the  principle  that  you  were  to  sepa- 
rate from  both  of  these  parties.  The  gentleman 
will  bear  me  out  in  this:  that  the  object  of  the 
Union  party  was  to  separate  from  both  of  the  old 
parties — form  a  party  upon  the  principle  of  this 
great  Union  question — the  compromise  question; 
and  therefore  tliere  was  an  impropriety  in  asking 
Whigs  who  had  shown  a  willingness  to  separate 
themselves  from  their  party,  to  go  into  a  Demo- 
cratic Convention,  because  they  had  concluded 
both  parties  were  wrong.  That  is  the  reason  jrou 
should  not  ask  Whig  men  who  are  as  good  Union 
men  as  Democrats,  and  Democrats  as  good  Union 
men,  as  Whio^  to  go  into  convention  at  Baltimore 
or  Philadelphia. 

•  Mr.  MURPHY.  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
long,  but  I  desire  in  a  few  words  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman the  reasons  why  I  am  willing  to  go  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention,  for  I  confess  I  am  willing 
to  go  there,  and  I  am  only  willing  to  go  there 
with  the  party  with  whom  1  now  act.  I  believe  it 
is  their  duty  to  go  there,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  thev 
think  so,  from  present  indications.  I  propose  now 
to  give  the  gentleman  the  reasons  why  I  make  this 
declaration.  I  am  not  going  into  a  discussion  upon 
this  subject  with  the  Abolitionists  at  this  time. 
We  know  there  are  a  great  many  Abolitionists  in 
both  parties,  ami  we  know  that  they  contend 
against  the  principles  upon  which  we  have  organ- 
ized. We  know  there  are  others  opposed  to  de- 
bating the  principles  elsewhere.  Here  I  would  re- 
mark, for  fear  I  may  forget  it,  that  I  have  never 
said  I  would  not  go  with  either  of  the  old  parties. 
My  position  during  the  canvass  was,  that  1  would 
go  with  the  party  that  would  carry  out  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  we  were  organized,  ana  for 
which  I  was  then  contending.  Now  the  reason  I 
am  willing  to  go  to  Baltimore  is  this:  We  know 
there  is  an  opposition  to  us  there,  and  we  know, 
too,  that  we  have  friends  there.  We  know  there 
are  men  there  who  will  be  with  us;  and  I  say  if  by 
going  there  and  acting  with  them,  we  can  coun- 
teract the  influence  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
us,  and  put  the  party  upon  principles  that  are  ri^ht 
and  correct,  we  shall  liave  achieved  that  which 
determined  the  principles  of  the  Union  party  in 
Georgia.  Is%here  any  objection  to  taking  that 
course  and  making  that  experiment^?  I  hear  gen- 
tlemen say  here,  almost  all  of  them,' that  the  com- 
promise is  looked  ugon  as  a  final  settlement.  They 
are  willing  to  say  it  everywhere,  except  in  conven- 
tion, and  I  cannot  for  my  life  see  why  any  man,  who 
is  willing  to  say  it  here,  should  not  be  willing  to 
say  it  there.  If  it  is  a  settlement,  why  not  say  so, 
and  act  upon  it  as  a  settlement,  and  not  keep  up 
the  agitation  amons^st  the  people  upon  the  subject? 
I  am  not  saying  tOAt  I  am  wedded  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  say  this:  I  say  1  am  wedded  to  all  the 
pritfciples  heretofore  contended  for  by  that  party. 
1  have  acted  upon  them,  and  I  have  said  I  believed 
they  were  right.  1  did  not  say  it  because  I  was 
a  partisan.  I  said  it  because  I  believed  it,  and  I 
never  expect  to  place  myself  in  a  position  where 
1  shall  be  compelled  to  condemn  that  position.  I 
suppose  my  friend  is  in  the  same  condition .  If  I 
can  remain  in  the  Democratic  party  without  a 
sacrifice  of  the  principles  of  the  Union  party,  I  am 
willing  and  anxious  to  do  it  without  any  conceal- 
ment. I  am  not  willing  to  go  with  that  party,  or 
any  other  party,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  inti- 
mate, at  the  sacrifice  of  any  feelings  and  principles 
of  the  Whig  members  of  the  Union  party  who 
are  now  connected  with  roe.  But  in  the  Georgia 
movement,  of  which  the  gentleman  complains, 
there  were  Whigs  and  Democrats — men  upon 
whose  opinions  1  could  rely,  and  their  opinion 
was,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution,  that  our  prin- 
ciples will  be  more  likely  to  be  carried  out  there 
than  they  would  be  with  the  Whig  party.  Hence 
it  is  that  they  have  determined  to  make  the  ex- 

reriment.  if  the  party  take  any  other  course — if 
can  agree  with  it  when  it  lays  down  its  position, 
and  I  presume  I  shall,  I  shall  be  found  sustaining 
the  principles  of  the  party  with  which  I  now  act. 
I  would  not  be  willing  to  vote  for  the  jpreat  Cap- 


tain. I  differ  with  the  gentleman  in  that  respect.  It 
may  be  that  he  has  entertained  principles  aifferent 
from  what  I  understand  he  now  does  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  I  therefore  make  no  decla- 
ration as  to  what  I  may  hereafter  do.  I  only  in- 
tend to  say,  his  great  captain  would  not  be  my 
particular  choice.  I  intend  to  lay  down  a  prefer- 
ence for  no  particular  man.  I  am  willing  to  vole 
for  the  man  who  places  himself  upon  correct  prin- 
ciples, and  pledges  himself  to  cariy  them  out.  Let 
that  man  be  whom  he  may,  to  that  I  hold.  I 
could  not  say  that  I  would  vote  for  this  man,  be- 
cause he  was  called  a  Democrat,  or  that  man, 
because  he  was  called  a  Whig;  and  my  opinion  is, 
that  the  time  for  forming  a  National  Union  party 
is  past.  The  indications  are  now  all  against  it, 
and  r  ask,  if  it  be  so,  whether  the  Union  party  of 
Georgia  are  to  stand  still  in  a  position  where  tney 
can  do  nothing,  rather  than  act  with  those  with 
whom  they  can  agree,  and  where  they  can  do  much  ? 
1  have  made  these  remarks  hastily,  not  intending 
to  say  anything  upon  the  subject;  but  feeling  my- 
self called  upon,  by  the  remarks  made  against  the 
action  of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent, and  by  way  of  explaining. the  action  of 
the  party  who  have  sent  me  here,  I  have  submitted 
these  remarks,  and  will  now  conclude,  thanking 
the  committee  for  their  indulgence. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  political  speech,  as  has  been 
doneby  thegenUeman  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Cabeli.,] 
upon  a  bill  which  has  for  its  object  the  granting  of 
mere  authority  to  the  soldier  to  transfer  his  land 
warrant.  I  think,  with  due  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida,  [Mr.  Cabell,!  after  all  the 
long  speeches  I  have  heard  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  elsewhere,  that  this  is  the 
most  unpropitious  bill  upon  which  to  make  a  po- 
litical speech. 

I  have  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to 
the  gentleman  from  Florida,  or  of  making  a  po- 
litical speech;  but  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  subject-matter  now  under 
consideration.  What  is  jt?  Why,  it  is  a  bill 
which  has  for  its  object  to  permit  the  soldiers  who 
received  bounty  land  warrants,  under  the  act  of 
the  last  Congress,  to  transfer  those  warrants.  I 
talce  occfision  to  say,  that  there  is  no  subject 
which  has  been  before  this  Congress,  or  which 
will  come  before  it,  in  which  the  poor  soldier  feels 
more  interest  than  he  does  in  this  little  bill.  And 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Florida  gravely  ^els  up 
here,  and  upon  this  bill,  of  all  others,  predicates  a 
political  speech,  and  attempts  to  read  political  lec- 
tures to  the  two  great  political  parties  of  the  coun- 
try, and  also,  at  the  same  time,  alludes  to  this 
lately-formed,  new-fangled,  piebaJd,  third  party, 
composed  of  factions  of  all  parties,  and  misnamed 
*♦  the  Union  Party." 

Mr.  DISNEY.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  I"  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two  of  explanation  purely  of  a  personal  charac- 
ter, which  I  should  have  said  when  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  was  up  had  it  not  been 
for  his  obvious  impatience  to  proceed  with  his  re- 
marks. That  gentleman  took  occasion  to  allude  to 
the  fact  that  I  did  not  vote  for  the  fugitivt  slave 
law  of  the  last  Congress.  I  told  the  gentleman  at 
the  time,  and  I  repeat  it  now,  that  the  reason  why 
I  did  not  vote  for  that  law,  was  because  it  was,  in 
my  judgment,  defective,  and  would  not  accomplish 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  designed,  but  would 
be  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  Free-Soilers.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had  that  bill  in 
charge,  called  for  the  previous  question  upon  it. 
I  urged  him  to  withdraw  the  call,  to  enable  me  to 
offer  amendments  that  would  put  the  bill  in  a 
shape  that  would  accomplish,  as  I  thought,  the 
desired  object.  He  refused  to  do  it,  and  aa  I  did 
not  choose  to  have  the  bill  crammed  down  my 
throat  in  that  defective  form,  I  determined  to  vote 
against  it,  for  I  apprehended  then,  what  has  since 
proved  to  be  true,  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape, 
would  be  an  instrument  of  agitation  in  the  hands 
of  the  Free-Soilers  of  the  North.  I  make  these 
remarks  to  set  myself  right  before  the  country,  and 
right  before  the  members  of  this  House,  and  the 
record  will  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ask 
my  colleague  a  question. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Really,  I  am  so  good-na- 
tured that  all  my  tiiAe  will  be  consumed.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  do  not  wish  to  make  a 


speech.  I  merely  wish  to  inquire  of  my  col- 
league, whether  he  is  opposed  to  any  modification 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law  r 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  will  answer  that  question  cat- 
egorically, lam.  And  why?  Because  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  generally  having  agreed  to  the 
settlement  of  this  matter,  though  I  believed  it  to  be 
defective,  I  am  willing  to  submit  to  it.  Is  my 
colleague  answered  ? 

Mr.  POLK.  How  arc  you  now,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell ?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  will  vote  to  modify,  or 
repeal  the  law.    Are  you  answered  ? 

Mr.  POLK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Campbell]  allow  me  to  put  an  interrc^tory 
to  him  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Disnet]  addressed  himself  to  me,  and  there- 
fore I  ask  permission  to  say  a  word  or  two. 

Mr.  POLK.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  McMullin)  allow  me  to  propound  an  in- 
quiry to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ?  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell.] 

[Loud  cries  of"  Order!**  and  great  confusion  in 
the  Hall.] 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  1  cannot  yield  the  floor  to 
80  many  gentlemen,  but  I  give  way  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  ask  iiis  question. 

Mr.  POLK.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Campbell]  has  asked  his  colleague,  the  Represent- 
ative of  the  Cincinnati  district,  [Mr.  Disnet,]  if 
he  is  opposed  to  any  alteration  or  modification  of 
the  compromise  acts  of  1850;  and  that  gentleman 
replies  that  he  will  oppose  any  such  modification. 
I  now  propound  to  the  gentleman  furthest  from 
me  [Mr.  Campbell]  this  question:  Will  you,sir, 
vote  to  open  up  the  discussion  of  the  agitaiin* 
question  of  slavery?  Will  you  vote  to  amend, 
modify,  or  change  any  part  of  the  compromise 
measures  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
answering  the  question  which  has  been  propound- 
ed to  me.  I  think  I  can  say  .with  safety  that  I 
have  taken  no  steps  since  the  organization  of  this 
Congress  to  agitate  again  the  question  of  slavery, 
but 

Mr.  POLK.  I  demand  a  cat^orical  answer  to 
my  question.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  shall  not  yieW  anythine 
to  a  demand  of  that  sort.  I  have  not  said  that  1 
am  in  favor  of  an  agitation  of  that  quesiion  here 
at  this  particular  time.  I  have  not  said  that  I  am 
in  favor  of  agitating  it  here,  because  I  knov 
enough  of  this  House,  from  the  experience  of  the 
last  Congress,  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  agita- 
tion upon  that  subject  in  this  House,  in  these  days, 
is  attended  with  no  practical  good.  Now,  as  to 
the  other  question,  the  gentleman  desires  to  know 
whether,  if  a  vote  of  this  House  should  be  taken 
upon  a  proposition  to  modify  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  I  would  vote  to  modify  it?  I  answer  him, 
without  any  equivocation  or  circumlocution,  that 
I  would  so  vote,  because,  whilst  I  admit  the  foil 
force  of  the  constitutional  obligation  In  relation  to 
fugitives  from  labor,  I  believe  that  the  details  of 
the  law  are  unjust  and  oppressive.  1  believe  that 
the  day  will  come,  and  that,  too,  before  long,  when 
the  public  mind  will  require  a  change— when 
Southern  statesmen,  whose  mindsare  not  so  blind- 
ed by  prejudice  as  to  prevent  their  distinguishing 
right  from  wrong,  will  themselves  rise  up  here 
and  propose  a  modification  of  that  law. 

Mr.  POLK.  Now,  will  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  permit  me  to  ask  him  another  question? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  As  many  as  you  please, 
sir,  if  it  takes  up  the  whole  day,  provided  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  will  allow  me  time  enough 
to  answer  them. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  suffi- 
cient acquaintance  with  the  gentleman  to  know, 
and  therefore  f  desire  to  ask  him  whether  he  ii  a 
Whig  or  a  Democrat? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  believe  there  is  a  difference 

between  Southern  Whigs  and  Northern  Whigii 
as  there  certainly  is  between  Southern  Democrats 
and  Northern  Democrats  upon  the  auesuon  of 
slavery.  So  far  aa  I  am  concerned,  i  think  ray 
political  opinions  have  always  been  perfectly  un- 
derstood in  my  own  State;  and  I  should  be  better 
understood  were  1  to  inform  the  geiilemaii  what 
principles  and  measures  I  advocate,  but  this  is  no 
time  for  that.  I  have  always  been  rej;ard«d  tfcere 
Whig.  I  have  always  been  nominattd  wtoen 
ididate  aa  a  Whig.    I  have  ahrays  adwctted 


as  a 

a  candidate 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


467 


the  measures  which  are  called  Whi^  measures  in 
Ohio.  I  have  always  voted  the  Whie  ticket  through- 
out my  whole  life,  without  a  scratcSi,  except  in  the 
presidential  election  of  1848,  when,  for  thenrstand, 
as  1  urust,  the  l§st  time,  I  **  dodged,"  and  did  not 
Tote  at  all.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rose  a  while 
ago  to  propound  an  interrogatory  to  the  gentleman 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  POLK.  Stop,  I  have  not  done  with  you 
yet. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Nor  have  I  done  with  you, 
sir.  I  desired,  as  the  gentleman  from  Florida 
[Mr.  Cabell]  (who  is  now  so  strenuously  in 
fiiror  of  committals  and  platforms)  will  well  re- 
member, in  the  National  Convention  at  Philadel- 
phia, to  have  the  opinions  of  the  candidates  spread 
upon  the  record.  That  gentleman  will  also  re- 
member that,  notwithstanding  almost  the  entire 
portion  of  that  Convention  from  the  North  desired 
It,  he  was  one  of  the  chief  actors  in  yelling  down 
those  who  advocated  an  unequivocal  expression, 
and,  I  may  say,  to  some  extent  in  stifling  an  ex- 
pression of  the  true  sentiments  of  that  body.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  it  comes  with  a  very  bad 
grace  from  him  now  to  say  that  he  requires  the 
platform  to  be  distinctly  laid  down. 

Mr.  CABCLL.  I  have  but  a  single  word  to 
say,  and  that  is,  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  Convention. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  you  were  not  a  regular 
delegate  there  you  were  brought  in  as  an  outsider, 
and  I  know  used  all  your  intfuence  to  prevent  the' 
pasaaf^  of  any  resolutions. 

Mr.  POLIC.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
answered  my  questions,  if  I  under&tand  him  cor- 
rect] v»  first,  that  he  would  vote  to  repeal  or  modify 
the  motive  slave  law. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Understand  me,  that  I  ad- 
mit the  full  force  of  the  constitutional  provision, 
and  would  vote  for  a  law  on  the  subject  of  fugi- 
tives from  labor;  but  I  am  against  the  unjust  de- 
tails of  the  present  law,  and  when  the  time  comes 
for  Totin?  I  wiH  so  record  my  name. 

Mr.  PoLK.  I  wish  you  to  Ife  distinct,  if  you 
please.  I  do  not  wish  to  misapprehend  you,  and 
therefore  I  ask  thequestion  again,  provided  you 
will  not  make  a  long  speech  iix  reply. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentleman  intends 
to  dictate  to  ine  the  terms  or  the  manner  in  which 
I  shall  answer  his  question,  I  will  not  answer  it  at 
all.  I  understand  as  well  as  he  does  what  is  due 
in  courtesy  from  one  member  to  another,  and  I 
shall  endeavor  to  maintain  my  dignity  as  well  as 
my  rights. 

Mr.  POLK.  Unless  I  have  misapprehended 
the  gentleman,  he  says  that  he  belongs  to  the 
Whig  party;  that  he  has  always  been  nominated 
by  and  voted  with  the  Whig  party,  and  that  he 
stands  in  his  own  district  in  high  estimation  as  a 
Whig.  I  now  ask  him,  is  it  an  element  in  the 
creed  of  Whigsery  that  that  fugitive  slave  law 
shall  be  repealed,  modified,  or  amended? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    I  have  not  said  whether  I 
stood  high  or  not  in  my  own  district.    That  is  for 
others  to  speak  of,  not  for  me.    I  do  not  come 
here  for  the  purpose  of  answering  for  all  the 
Whigs  in  my  State,  nor  will  I  answer  for  all  the 
Whies  in  my  district,  nor  for  all  the  Democrats  of 
my  dfistrict,  for  I  will  freely  admit  there  is  a  di- 
venrity  of  opinion  among  them.    A  very  few  are 
for  the  law  as  it  is;  but  most  of  them,  of  both 
parties,  are  for  a  modification  or  a  repeal.    I  an- 
swer now  for  myself,  and  myself  alone.    My 
opinions,  however,  are  well  known  and  under- 
ilood  in  my  district  and  State.    The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mt.  Polk,]  if  I  understood  him, 
desired  that  I  should  not  make  a  loifg  speech.    I 
do  not  intend  to  make  one;  but  I  wish  it  to  be 
dtttinctty  understood,  that  in  no  instance,  since 
the  opening  of  this  Congress,  have  I  proposed  to 
renew  the  slavery  agitation  here,  or  to  reopen  the 
** bleeding  wounds.       And  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  no  Northern  man  has  yet  introduced  the 
vexed  question  into  our  debates.    All  this  agita- 
tion comes  from  the  South. 

I  have  only  risen  for  the  purpose  of  answering, 
88  1  think  I  have  answered,  very  directly,  the 
questions  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk.]  Whilst  I  acknowledge 
the  fulf  force  of  our  constittitional  duty  in  regard 
to  fbeitives  from  labor,  still  I  believe  the  details  of 
that  uiw  are  inicjuitous,  oppressive,  and  unjust. 
That  is  my  opinion;  and  wnenever  I  am  called  on 
to  give  myvote,  I  shall  vote  in  accordance  with 


that  opinion:  for  I  know  of  no  principle  of  moral 
philosophy  by  which  I  could  justify  myself  in 
voting  against  a  law  which  is  rights  or  for  a  law 
which  is  trrong.  And  I  believe  that  a  nuijority  of 
the  people  of  Ohio,  of  all  parties,  take  a  similar 
posiuon. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  if  I 
have  done  nothing  else,  I  am  entitled  to  the  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  my  courtesy  to  meJce  gen- 
eral speeches  out  of  my  time. 

Now,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  sur- 
prise, as  I  also  do  my  regret  at  the  course  of  re- 
marks submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Florida, 
[Mr.  Cabell.]  That  gentleman  informed  this 
House,  that  he  nad  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  by 
subscribing;  his  name  to  that  memorable  pledge 
gotten  up  by  the  members  of  the  Thirty-first  Con- 

fress.  My  friend  on  my  right  says  a  second 
eclaration  of  independence.  The  gentleman  from 
Florida  seems  to  pride  himself  upon  the  fact,  that 
he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  second  declaration 
of  independence.  But  that  gentleman  went  fur- 
ther. He  said  that  there  was  not  a  single  South- 
em  Democratic  member  of  the  House,'who  signed 
that  paper,  except  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
Mr.  (Joob,  now  the  Chief  Executive  of  that  State. 
And  why?  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Florida, 
emphatically,  why  the  Southern  Democrats  did 
thus  refuse  to  take  the  pledge .'  I  will  answer  for 
these  Southern  Democrats.  I  will  answer  for  my- 
self, as  an  humble  member  of^the  Democratic  party. 
I  desired  no  additional  testimony  to  go  to  the  peo- 
ple whom  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  either  of 
my  attachment  to  the  Union  or  the  Democratic 
party.  The  gentleman  from  Florida,  though  a 
son  of  Vir?iniu,  yet  1  fear,  like  dome  other  sons  of 
Virginia  wno  have  emigrated  from  her  shores,  has 
degenerated  from  the  spirit  of  a  true  Vir^^inian. 
I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  those  associated  with  me 
upon  this  floor  as  Virginia  Deniocrats,do  not  need 
the  testimony  of  such  pledges  to  our  constituents, 
in  order  to  assure  them  of  our  fidelity  to  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
says  that  he  and  his  associates  from  Virginia  are  too 
well  known  to  need  any  pledge  or  any  declaration 
of  sentiment  upon  this  subject.  Now,  it  happens 
that  in  the  last  Congress  the  delegation  from  Vir- 
^nia  was  nearly  equiuly  divided  up%  all  these  ques- 
tions upon  which  this  pledge  was  made.  I  most 
respectfully  ask  that  gentleman  what  is  the  true 
Virginia  doctrine?  for  1  find  one  portion  of  that 
delegation  advocating  one  side  of  these  questions 
and  the  other  portion  advocating  another.  I  ask 
that  gentleman,  what  is  the  true  Virginia  doctrine? 
Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  will  answer  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure,  and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the 
interrogatory.  The  true  Virginia  doctrine  is  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try. [Laughter  and  applause.]  I  hope  my  friend 
from  Florida  will  make  such  a  declaration  and 
stick  to  it.  If  he  will,  I  will  be  with  him.  He 
says  that  upon  the  subject  of  the  compromise  the 
Virginia  delegation  were  divided;  and  so  they 
were;  but  they  were  not  divided  upon  the  great 
cardinal  doctrines.  If  they  were  divided,  how  did 
that  delegation  act?  They  acted  like  statesmen 
and  like  men.  They  acted  like  friends  of  their 
country.  And  how  was  that?  Why,  we  did  not 
choose  to  make  war  on  each  other.  But  we  acted 
upon  the  principle  which  I  would  recommend  to 
the  favoraole  notice  of  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida  belongs,  as  well  as  to  some 
fentlemen  who  bear  the  cognomen  of  Democrats, 
t  is  a  principle  imbodied  in  the  poetical  adage  of 
Dr.  Franklin: 

*<  If  we  to  the  follies  of  oar  friends  are  blind^ 
Our  friends  will  ever  treat  us  kind ; 
But  if  we  their  follies  expone, 
Our  friends  will  then  become  our  foes.*' 

I  tell  the  gen tleman_ from  Florida  that  Virginia 
politicians  have  as  their  polar  star  a  strict  aaher- 
ence  to  the  Constitution  of  our  country ;  and  I 
tell  that  gentleman  further,  that  the  old  Demo- 
cratic party  proper — the  r«d  JeflTersonian,  Jack- 
sonian  Hunker  Democratic  party — have  been,  as 
they  now  are,  the  real  Union  party  of  the  country 
— tne  real  friends  of  the  Union.  And  because 
we  have  differences  among  ourselves;  because 
some  of  my  honorable  colleagues  and  myself  dif- 
fer in  reference  to  these  compromise  measiires,  is 
that  any  good  substantial  reason  yfhy  we  should 
come  over  and  vote  with  the  party  to  which  the 


fenUeman  from  Florida  belongs  ?  Mr.  Chairman, 
address  myself  to  a  body  composed  of  men^ 
men  of  sense— -men  of  discriminating  minds; 
and  I  bc^  to  call  their  attention  for  a  moment 
to  this  inquiry:  Of  whom  is  the  Whig  par- 
ty composed  ?  Who  are  its  members  ?  Go  back 
to  1840,  and  what  were  its  principles  then  ?  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Florida  to  tell  us  what  were 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  party  then  ?  Why, 
they  were  •*  Tip  and  Ty,  log  cabms,  coon  skins, 
cider  barrels,"  and  afl  that  sort  of  flummery. 
[Laughter.]  Sir,  it  was  a  disgrace.  Aye,  sir,  it 
was  a  reflection  upon  the  character  of  tne  Amer- 
ican people!  Where  was  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  in  the  campaign  of  1844  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  was  too  young  then  to  take 
part  in  it. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  My  fnend  was  a  young 
man,  but  I  suspect  he  knew  how  to  sing  some  of 
those  songs.  1  knew  him  well  when  a  boy,  and 
he  was  from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Virginia. 
[Oreat  laughter.]  He  left  his  native  Slate,  a  very 
promising  young  gentleman,  but  I  dare  say  when 
he  arrived  in  Florida  he  felt  too  young  to  enter 
actively  into  that  campaign.  But  1  dare  say  he 
leamea  some  of  those  songs  out  of  that  memorable 
**  yaller  kiver**  book.  [Laughter.]  I  desire  that 
the  gentleman  from  Florida  shall  mform  his  con- 
stituents— ^for  if  I  understood  him  his  speech  was 
not  made  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, but  for  Buncombe — for  his  especial  con- 
stituents— what  were  the  principles  of  the  Whig 
party  in  1844?  If  I  had  the  time  and  disposition 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country 
to  the  principles  of  that  party,  I  think  I  could 
show  that  their  principles  had  become  obsolete. 
But  I  come  back  to  the  question  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country, 
viz:  the  division  in  the  Virginia  detection.  How, 
I  ask,  would  my  friend  from  the  Norfolk  district, 
[Mr.  MiLLsoN,]  or  my  friend  from  the  Lynchburg 
district,  [Mr.  Bocock,]  or  .any  of  my  colleagues 
who  differed  with  me  upon  these  comprornise 
measures,  look,  if  they  were  to  take  counsel  from 
the  sage  statesman  from  Florida,  and  vote  with 
the  Whig  party  for  President  ? — for  the  kind  of  play 
now  seems  to  be  that  of  making  Presidents  instead 
of  attending  to  the  ordinary  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  how  he 
could  expect  eitlier  of  my  colleagues  to  vote  with 
him  and  the  Whi^  party — a  party  with  which  they 
have  no  sort  of  identity,  or  union  of  feeling,  or 
interest  whatever?  They  do  not  agree  upon  any 
one  political  question.  But  if  my  colleagues  difl'er 
with  the  Whig  party  upon  every  one  of  the  items 
composing  their  political  creed,  can  they  be  ex- 

Sected  to  abandon  the  Democratic  party,  or  to  aban- 
on  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party,  because, 
forsooth  they  happened  to  differ  IVom  their  Demo- 
cratic brethren  upon  a  party  question?  Now,  I 
ask  gentlemen  or  this  House,  as  intelligent  and 
discriminating  men,  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  or  the  Whig  party  have  the  rieht  to  ex- 
pect that  the  Democratic  party,  whetner  Union 
Democrats,  or,  as  gentlemen  sometimes  call  them, 
the  fire-eating  Democrats,  can  cociperate  with  the 
Whig  party,  witlTwhom  they  difler  from  A  to  Z? 
No,  sir. 

Eiut  the  gentleman  from  Florida  was  pleased  to 
say  some  other  singular  things.  He  charged,  or 
rather  attempted  to  make  the  impression  upon  the 
country,  that  the  Democratic  party,  in  the  or^n- 
ization  of  the  present  Congress,  had  admittedlnto 
their  legislative  caucus  the  Free-Soil  Democrats. 
Ah  !  I  wonder  if  there  were  no  Free-Soil  Aboli- 
tion Whigs  in  the  Whig  caucus?  Why  does  not 
the  gentleman  tell  his  dearly-beloved  constituents 
how  many  there  were  in  his  caucus?  It  will  not 
do  to  tell  tales  out  of  school,  and  the  gentleman  is 
too  well  taught  in  his  political  school  to  tell  tales. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  thought  this  matter  was 
gone  over  fully  the  first  day  of  the  session.  The 
proceedings  of  that  caucus  were  published,  and 
are  well  known  to  the  Whigs  of  the  country.  I 
say  now  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  I  said 
then,  and  as  was  said  by  others,  that  there  are 
Free-Soilers  who  have  acted  with  the  Whig  party, 
and  there  are  Free-Soilers  who  have  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party.  It  was  announced  to  the 
House  then,  and  I  say  now,  that  Free-Soilers 
were  in  our  caucus;  but  when  they  found  that  the 
Whig  caucus  were  about  to  do  what  the  Demo- 
cratic caucus  had  failed  to  do,  they  left  us,  and 
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refused  to  have  any  further  affiliation  with  the 
Whig  party.  They  retired  from  the  caucus,  and 
the  resolutions  were  passed.  These  resolutions 
were  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haven, J  and  were  adopted  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Whigs — the  Northern  Whigs 
elected  to  this  House,  and  all  the  Southern  Whigs 
which  were  there,  voted  for  them  as  a  matter  of 
eourse. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  The  gentleman  from  Flor- 
ida [Mr.  Cabell]  tells  the  House  that  tlie  Aboli- 
tionists withdrew  from  the  cauc-is.  If  they  with- 
drew, how  many  were  left  in  the  caucus }  There 
was  not  a  baker's  dozen.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  has  very  adroitly,  but,  I  think,  not 
liberally,  attempted  to  make  the  impression  upon 
his  constituents — ^for  which  purpose  his  speech 
was  made — that  the  Whig  party  is  not  identified 
with  the  Abolition  party.  1  ask  the  gentleman  if 
he  has  forgotten  tne  various  votes  and  declara- 
tions and  answers  made  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  \ 
now  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  this  ; 
nlavery  question  ?  Has  he  forgotten  tlie  votes  of 
Mr.  Fillmore  by  which  he  recognizes  the  Aboli- 
tion doctrines  to  the  fullest  extent?  And  has  he 
forgotten  that  the  great  Daniel  Webster — I  sup- 
pose kt'taa.  Whig— said  upon  the  Wilraot  provi- 
so, that  it  was  nis  original  thunder?  Has  not 
Mr.  Webster  so  declared?  And  yet,  in  the  face 
of  this  declaration,  the  gentleman  from  Florida 
[Mr.  CabellI  gets  up  and  attempts  to  make  this 
House  and  tne  country  believe  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  are  all  real  Abolitionists.  I  have  so 
much  respect  for  the  ^ntleman  from  Florida,  and 
for  his  integrity  and  high  talents,  that  I  regret  that 
be  has  come  down  and  acted  the  part  of  a  common 
court-yard  politician.  [Laug^hter.]  I  reeret,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  Uie  Whig 

Earty  to  attempt  to  gull  and  bamboozle  and  mis- 
tad  the  people  in  reference  to  this  cry  of  ••  Union  !'* 
•*  Union  !"  and  to  make  them  believe  they  are  the 
only  Union  party.  It  is  a  slander  upon  the  dead 
ana  the  livine.  The  Democratic  party  have  ever 
been  regarded,  since  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  true  Union  party.  I  could  go 
back  and  call  your  attention,  if  I  had  time,  to 
facts  which  would  bear  me  out  in  the  declaration. 
But  it  is  unfortunate  that,  instead  of  the  ordinary 
legislation  of  the  country — and  many  of  the  citizens 
of  our  country  are  sufiering,  greatly  suffering,  for 
the  want  of  legislation — that  everything  is  made  to 
bend  to  President  making.  The  gentleman  from 
Florida — whether  the  leader  of  his  party  or  not — 
has  led  oiT  to-day,  and  I  could  have  advised  him 
to  have  saved  his  thunder  for  a  more  proper  occa- 
sion, and  to  have  waited  until  the  resumption  of 
tlie  consideration  o(  the  President's  message,  when 
it  would  be  a  fit  occasion  for  all  gentlemen  who 
have  been  nursing  their  wrath  to  pour  it  out  upon 
the  heads  of  their  political  -adversaries.  That 
would  be  a  more  suitable  occasion  for  such  a  pur- 
pose than  this,  when  the  poor  soldiers,  many  of 
whom  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  for  a  few  moments. 

I  have  received  letter  upon  letter  from  my  con- 
stituents appealing  to  me  to  get^he  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate  to  pass  this  bill,  if  it 
is  possible.  Sir,  that  meritorious  class  of  your 
citizens  consider  that  thev  have  been  greatly  ag- 

frieved  and  injured  by  tne  invidious  distinction 
rawn  between  the  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war 
and  the  soldiers  of  the  preceding  wars.  It  was  an 
invidious  distinction;  and  at  this  period  of  the  ses- 
sion we  ought  to  have  taken  up  this  bill  and  passed 
it;  and  if  explanations  were  to  enable  us  to  pass 
it,  those  gentlemen  who  have  made  themselves  fa- 
miliar with  the  subject  would  have  explained  it — 
instead  of  taking  the  extraordinary  course  which 
has  been  pursued.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Floriaa  a  question.  Suppose — and  I  presume 
there  are  members  upon  this  floor  as  anxious  to 
please  their  constituents  as  the  gentleman  from 
Florida — suppose  the  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  members  of  this  House  should  imagine  they 
must  get  up  and  make  a  political  speech  upon  this 
little  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  soldier,  what 
would  become  of  it?  You  would  not  have  time  to 
pass  the  appropriation  bill  or  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill.  And  I  hope — while  1  do  not  mean  to 
set  myself  up  as  a  sort  of  general  lecturer,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Florida  being  somewhat  peculiar, 
having  hailed  originally  from  Virginia,  I  thought 
1  could  take  some  liberties  in  dealing  rather  gently 


with  him — that  this  very  modest  lecture  which  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  gentleman 
from  Florida  may  be  regarded  by  others. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  have  merely  to  say  I  feel 
very  much  indebted  to  the  gentleman  for  the  lec- 
ture, coming  from  so  reverend  a  source;  and  1  am 
one  of  those  who  have  been  so  long  acquainted 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  has  re- 
minded the  House  that  he  was  an  acquaintance  of 
mine  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Le- 
gislature, and  when  I  was  quite  a  small  boy,  in  the 
city  of  Richmond.  I  am  an  admirer  of  nis,  and 
have  observed  his  course,  and  I  have  observed  that 
scarcely  a  dav  passes  that  he  does  not  undertake 
to  enlighten  tnis  House  upon  some  subject;  and 
the  members  of  the  House  will  bear  me  out  in  say- 
ing there  is  hardly  a  day  passes  in  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  does  not  speak  either  for  Bun- 
combe, or  Little  Tennessee,  or  for  the  House  and 
the  country.  But  I  think  it  is  but  once  before, 
since  the  House  met,  that  I  have  occupied  two 
minutes  of  their  time.  I  have  now  availed  myself 
of  this  occasion,  because  I  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary that  I  should  place  mysea  right  before  my 
constituents  in  regard  to  important  pohtical  move- 
ments— I  say,  I  U9ive  just  now  availed  myself  of 
this  occasion  for  that  purpose,  and  for  the  first 
time  followed  the  example  of  the  very  venerable 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Virginia;  and  I 
ask  the  gentleman  to  do  me  the  justice  to  say  tliat 
I  have  not  departed  from  his  advice  except  upon 
this  one  occasion. 

And  I  will  further  state,  that  I  am  as  anxious  as 
he  or  any  man  can  be,  for  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
and  1  have  heretofore  refrained  from  addressing 
the  House,  with  a  view  of  enabling  them  to  expe- 
dite action  upon  it;  but  being  aware  that  there 
were  several  gentlemen  around  me  who  were  desir- 
ous of  making  political  speeches,  in  no  manner 
relating  to  the  question  before  the  House,  1 
availed  myself  of  the  privilege  usually  allowed. 

Mr.  COBB.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  McMullin]  allow  me  to  make  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  cannot  yield  for  such  a 
purpose. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  want  to  profit  by  your  admoni- 
tion. I  surest  that  a  motion  be  made  that  the 
committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  adopt  a  resolution 
to  close  debate,  at  some  time,  say  to-morrow  at 
two  o'clock. 
rCries  of  "No !"  "  No !"  "No!  »T 
Mr.  COBB.  And  then  you  will  get  the  floor 
and  finish  your  speech.  If  we  do  not  do  so,  we 
shall  never  get  through  with  the  discussion. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  that  it  is  my  desire  to  have  the 
vote  taken  upon  the  bill  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell] 
will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  sincerity  of  all  he  has  said,  and  I  thank  him 
for  having  told  the  House  and  the  country,  that  I 
have  attempted,  almost  every  day,  to  enlighten  the 
House  and  the  country.  But  tnat  question  I  will 
not  debate,  but  refer  to  the  records  of  the  House. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Florida  will  give  some  little 
evidence  of  repentance  for  his  political  sins,  and 
also  by  coming  over  upon  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  House,  I  would  sav,  Go  forward,  brother;  give 
in  your  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  faith;  sin  no 
more,  and  we  will  take  you  under  our  charge. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  have  not  yet  yielded  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  gentleman  has  so  many 
^ndin^,  that  I  hope  he  will  excuse  me  for  not 
knowing  when  he  has  ended.  [Laughter.] 
Mr.  McMULLIN.  Certainly,  certainly. 
I  desire  that  this  bill  shall  pass,  and  that  speed- 
ily. The  interest  of  a  large  proportion  of  my  con- 
stituents is  suffiering  for  the  want  of  its  passage. 
I  know  the  fact  that  there  have  been  great  sacri- 
fices made  for  the  want  of  the  passage  of  a  law 
like  this.  Persons  have  attempted  to  violate  the 
late  law,  of  disregard  it,  by  making  sale  of  land 
warrants  and  depending  upon  the  veracity  of  those 
who  sold  them  not  to  interfere  with  the  contract. 
Pass  this  bill  speedily,  and  you  will  confer  a  great 
favor  upon  the  soldier,  who  is  entitled  to  Che  sym- 
pathies of  the  House  and  of  this  country.  I  hope 
when  the  President's  message  shall  be  again  up 
for  consideration,  that  both  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  and  myself  will  have  the 
privilege  of  defining  our  positions  generally,  and 
that  of  the  respective  parties  to  which  we  belong. 


I  tell  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  much  as  he  tup- 
poses  that  I  have  attempted  to   enhshteu  this 
House  and  this  country,  that  when  that  subj[ect 
comes  before  this  House,  I  will  claim  my  pnvi- 
lege  to  be  .heard.    Whether  or  not  I  have  tres- 
passed upon  the  time  or  patience  of  the  House,  it 
a  question  to  be  settled  between  my  constituent! 
and  myself.    1  have  an  overfondness  for  talking, 
and  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  talk  or 
say  something,  in  my  humble  way,  in  reply  to 
attacks,  such  as  have  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  to-day,  1  shall 
do  so  regardless  of  consequences. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  the 
committee  rise,  with  a  view  to  offer  a  resolution 
closing  debate  upon  the  question  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  cpmmittee  accordingly  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  special  order  of  the  House,  being  Senate 
bill  146,  entitled  "An  act  to  make  land  warrants  as- 
signable, and  for  other  purposes,*'  and  that  it  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Retolvtdf  Thnt  all  debate  in  the  Commfttee  of  tt« 
Whole  House  upon  the  Mate  of  the  Union,  on  tiie  Hltofibe 
Senate,  (No.  146,)  entitled  **An  act  making  landwanmli 
EMignable,  and  lor  other  purposes,"  shall  cease  tt  ose 
o'clock  on  to-morrow,  (if  the  committee  shall  not  moner 
come  to  a  condu'don  upon  the  jiaroe  ;)  and  the  cofflnitiM 
shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  be 
pending,  or  ofTered  to  the  same,  nnd  shall  then  report  it  lo 
the  House,  with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  cornmirtce. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  I  mote  to 
strike  out  "to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,"  and  to  in- 
sert **to-morrow  week  at  one  o'clock."  I  wouM 
inquire  of  the  Chair  whether  that  amendment  is 
debatable  ?  * 

The  SPEAKER,  It  is  not. 

Mr.  POLK.  Is  the  resolution  now  susceptible 
of  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  proposition  of  amendment 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  now  pending. 

Mr.  POLK .  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Campbell]  wul  withdraw  his  amendment 
and  substitute  to-morrow  at  three  o'clock.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  resolution  as  originally  introduced. 
It  the  time  is  fixed  for  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock, 
the  morning  hour  will  be  consumed.  I  desire  to 
explain  the  action  of  the  Democratic  caucus. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  geo- 
tlemen  that  debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  tlien  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  hare  the  order  of 
the  House  by  which  this  'was  made  the  special 
order,  read ,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  resolution  in  its  present  form  is  really  in  order. 
I  understand  the  special  order  to  hare  been  to  in- 
clude not  only  the  Senate  bill,  but  also>the  House 
bill  upon  that  subject.  If  the  House  has  so 
ordercil ,  is  it  competent  for  the  House  to  dirtde 
that  special  order  and  make  two  of  it  ?  I  inquire 
whether  the  resolution  should  not  inclade  the  t»ll 
of  the  House  as  well  as  that  of  the  Senate?  1 
make  this  suggestion  with  a  view  of  preventing 
any  difficulty  tSat  may  grow  out  of  it.  1  hope  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  will  so  modify  it  as  to  in- 
clude both  bills. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  it  is  in  my  power  I  will  ^ 
so.  I  desire  to  have  the  debate  closed  upon  the 
whole  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  the  nght 
to  modify  his  resolution. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  so  modify  it  that  debate 
shall  cease  upon  both  propositions — the  bill  of  the 
Senate  as  well  as  that  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  modification  will  be 
made.  ^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wiU  .wgS^^ 
my  colleague  another  modification,  which  will  be, 
that  debate  shall  close  upon  both  of  these  bills  two 
hours  after  their  consideration  shall  again  be  re- 
sumed in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  ,       , 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  1 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  would  [»*,"* 
know  whether  any  motion  is  in  order  m  the  nee 
of  that  call? 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  haa  a  right 
to  modify  his  resolution  before  action  is  had. 

Mr.  POLK.  If  the  demand  for  the  previous 
quesCion  is  made? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  merely  to  suggest  that 
this  is  a  Senate  bill,  which  has  not  been  considered 
in  a  committee,  nor  discussed  in  the  House.  I 
lay  we  are  closing  debate  upon  it  too  soon .  The  bill 
requires  a  little  explanation, and  unless  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  adopts  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tlennan  from  Tennessee,  to  close  the  debate  two 
Itours  after  we  go  into  committee,  1  shall  feel  con- 
ftrained  to  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.  This  bill  requires  explanation.  I  nope  the 
gentleman  will  accept  that  modification. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  wish  only  to  consult  the 
•ense  of  the  House,  as  to  the  time  when  this  debate 
•haJl  cease  in  the  Committee  of  theWhoie.  I 
have  no  choice  as  to  the  particular  hour;  and  as 
teveral  gentlemen  around  me  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  modifying  the  resolution  so  as  to  close  debate 
two  hours  after  the  committee  shall  have  resumed 
the  consideratian  of  the  subject,  I  will  so  modify 
it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  There  was  a 
resolution  offered  here  to  which  I  offered  an  amend- 
meott  and  to  my  amendment,  I  believe,  there  was 
another  amendment  made.  There  tlie  matter,  I 
think*  should  stop.  I  was  told  I  had  no  right  to 
diaciias  this  subject,  notwithstanding  which,  mo- 
tions have  been  entertained ,  and  subjects  discussed, 
ever  since  I  offered  my  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  had  no  design  of 
doing  the  gentleman  injustice. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  well  aware  of  that. 
1  am  only  speaking  with  regard  to  the  action  of 
gentlemen,  and  desire  to  suggest  to  the  Chair  the 
position  which  this  resolution  now  occupies.  I 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  am  not  tenacious 
ibout  prolonging  the  deflate  for  a  whole  week.  I 
would  be  willing  to  fix  any  reasonable  time  for 
the  consideration  of  this  suoject,  and  particularly 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill,  which  has 
never  been  before  the  House  nor  any  committee. 
It  is  an  important  subject,  and  I  do  think  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  should  not  check  this  i^atter  at 
once.  I  will  fix  any  reasonable  time  gentlemen 
are  willing  to  agree  upon,  that  we  may  have  some 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  merits  of  the  bill  as 
it  IS  now  before  us.  I  move  to  strike  out  "  in  two 
hours  aAer  the  committee  shall  resume  their  con- 
sideration," and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "on 
Thursday  next,  at  two  o'clock.'* 

Mr.  POLK.  I  insist  upon  my  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  tellers, 
upon  the  second ;  which  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs. 
Jokes,  of  Tennessee,  and  Chandler  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ajres  78,  noes  45.  So  there  was  a  second, 
and  the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be 
put. 

A  Voice.    Read  the  resolution  as  modified. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

iUwhed^  Thtt  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
(Nc».  146),  as  also  Joint  resolution  No.  1,  entitled  **An  act 
■takittf  land  warrants  anUmable,  and  for  other  purpoaee ;" 
and  also  joint  resolution  (No.  1)  explanatory  of  the  act 
approved  September  S8,  1850,  grantitig  bounty  land 
•o  certain  ofncers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  enjpiKed 
toi  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  ceane  In 
two  hottrs  after  the  committee  shall  resume  their  considers* 
fioa,  (if  the  committee  shall  not  sooner  come  to  a  conclu- 
non  upon  the  same;)  and  the  comaiittee  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  be  pending,  or  of- 
fered to  the  same,  and  shall  then  report  it  to  the  House, 
with  tacb  ameadments  at  may  have  beea  agreed  to  by  the 
>«ommittee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  main  question  is  first 
upon  the  amendment  oflTered  by-  the  gentleman 
fin>m  Illinois,  [Mr.  Campbell.J 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  1  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
menL 

Mr.  POLK.  I  more  that  the  debate  be  closed 
on  Thursday  at  three  o'clock.  I  do  it  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bii- 
IBLL,]  who  reported  the  bill. 

Th^  SPEAKER.  That  can  be  done  only  by  the 
universal  consent  of  the  House,  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  sustained. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  objected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolation;  and  it  was  agreed  to-^*yes  71, 
noes  59. 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.     I  would  sug- 

Sest  to  the  gentleman,  whether  it  would  not  be 
etter  to  clear  the  Speaker's  table. 
Mr.  CARTTER.    It  cannot  be  done— it  io  too 
late  in  the  day. 
The  question  was  then  taken  and  agreed  to,  and 
The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  h.e..  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees: 

By  Mr.  JONEB,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  memorial  of  A. 
6.  Nicolls  and  400  others,  for  repair  of  piers  and  improve- 
ment of  harbors  on  the  river  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  A  peUUon  signed  by  Harris  and 
Leech  and  94  other  persons,  merchants  and  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  an  additional  canal  arouiid  the  Falls 
of  the  Ohio,  or  Rapids'^at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  WELLS:  The  memorial  of  the  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad  Company,  for  compensation  for  trans- 
porting the  great  western  mail. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  George  W.  Jackson, 
of  Virginia,  one  of  the  heirs  of  George  Jackson,  of  Ohio, 
deceased,  praying  remuneration  for  the  services  of  saio 
George  Jackson,  for  one  year  as  Captain  in  the  expedition 
of  General  George  Rogers  Clark  to  the  Fails  of  toe  Ohio 
in  1781. 

By  Mr.  McMULLIN:  The  petiUon  of  John  S.  King 
and  others,  praying  a  pensiun  for  said  King. 

By  Mr.  RIDDLE :  A  memorial  of  the  ComralssionerB  of 
the  town  of  Newcastle,  State  of  Delaware,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  to  complete  the  United  States  harbor  at  said 
town,  on  the  Delaware  river. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
holders  of  claims  upon  the  late  Republic  of  Texas,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  authorize  the  Secretai^  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  their  claims,  upon  compliance  by  them  with 
all  the  requirements  prescribed  by  thatofBcer,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  act  of  the  9th  of  September,  1850. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  an  improve- 
ment in  navigation  around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Bv  Mr.  LETCHER :  The  petition  of  J.  B.  Moomaw,  A. 
D.  Amiss,  T.  B.  McRoberts,  and  Felix  Hull,  assistant  mar- 
shals in  the  State  of  Virginia,  asking  additional  compen- 
sation for  taking  the  late  census. 

By  Mr.  HIBBARD  :  The  petition  of  Daniel  Dreed  and 
others,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  post  route, 
fW>m  the  post  office  in  North  Chariestown,  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  the  post  office  in  Unity,  in  said  Suite. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTl^N :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Put- 
nam county,  OJiio,  for  a  mail  route  from  Kalida,  Ohio,  to 
Adrian.  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  J.  \V.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  William  S.  Ran- 
kin, and  57  others,  citizens  of  Mercer  county,  Pemuiylvania. 
praying  Congress  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  Three  memorials,  numerously 
sicned  by  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Congress  to 
adopt  means  for  improving  the  navigation  at  the  Falls  of  the 
ifVer  Ohio,  at  Louisville. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER :  The  petition  of  Zenas  D.  Bassett 
and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  asking  an  appropriation  for 
the  preservation  of  the  breakwater  in  Hyaniiis  harbor. 

Al  o,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bradley  and  others,  of  Mas- 
sachusetti^.  asking  an  appropriation,  kc.^for  the  location  of 
buoys  on  the  shoals  in  Holmes*  Hole  harbor. 

By  Mr.  GATLORD :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
New  Lexington,  Perry  county,  Ohio,  asking  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  fh>m  Newark,  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
through  Jackson,  Thorn ville,  and  Soinerset,  to  New  Lexing- 
ton, Perry  counQ^,  Ohio. 


IN  SENATE. 
Weditesdat,  Dtbruary  4, 1652. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 
Mr.  CLARKE.  Mr.  President,  yesterday  and 
the  day  before  I  was  detained  from  the  Senate  by 
severe  indisposition,  from  which  I  have  not  yet 
recovered.  During  my  absence  yesterday,  I  per- 
ceive from  the  papers,  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Cass]  caAea  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  resolutions  which  I  some  time  since  offered  in 
relation  to  the  doctrine  of  intervention,  and  ^ve 
an  intimation  that  he  wished  to  address  the  sen- 
ate upon  it  to-day.  1  desire  now  to  say  to  the 
Senate,  that  the  Senator  from  Michigaii  and  mv- 
self,  as  he  stated,  had  had  a  conversation  on  the 
subject,  and  fearing  that  I  might  not  be  able  to 
enter  upon  the  discussion  of  those  resolutions — for 
1  was  discouraged  by  my  indisposition — it  was 
agreed  between  us  that  he  might  proceed  with  the 
discussion  of  his  substitute,  if  1  should  not  be 
able  to  proceed  with  the  explanation  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  which  I  was  entitled  to  do  by  the 
usual  courtesy  of  the  Senate.  But  this  morning 
we  have  haa  another  convenNUion,  and  the  Sen- 


ator from  Michipn,  with  his  proverbial  kindness, 
has  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
may  be  further  postponed  to  Monday  next,  when 
1  hope  to  be  able  to  proceed  with  the  discussion — 
I  trust  my  health  will  permit  me  to  dH  A— but  if 
I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  not  then  to  be  able 
to  proceed  myself,  that  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan shall  have  the  floor  for  that  day.  If,  how- 
ever, I  shall  be  able  to  speak  on  Monday  next, 
and  that  day  should  be  occupied  by  me,  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  will  be 
ready  to  proceed  on  Tuesday.  Of  course  we  can- 
not control  this  matter,  but  we  desire  that  such  an 
arrangement  may  agree  with  the  convenience  of 
the  Senate.  With  that  view,  I  move  that  the 
resolutions  may  now  be  taken  up,  that  their  con- 
sideration may  be  postponed  to  Monday  next.  I 
make  this  request  thus  earlv,  because  I  shall  be 
obliged  very  soon  to  leave  tne  Senate  Chamber, 
not  being  able  to  remain  throughout  the  day. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition  of 
Candace  Pofter,  widow  of  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  pray ing  a  pension ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  cifi- 
zens  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  who  pray  tor  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Du- 
buque to  Minnesota  Territory ;  which  were  referred 
to  tne  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  memorial  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Florida,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  law  abol- 
ishing flogging  in  the  Navy  may  not  be  repealed; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflTairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  P.  Dickerson  and  others, 
recommending  the  proposition  submitted  by  Am- 
brose W.  Thompson  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  between  New  York  and  some  port  on  the 
western  coast  of  Ireland;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Charles  Wilkes,  a  com- 
mander in  the  Navy,  praying  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  five  hundrea  thousand  dollars  be  placed  at 
the  disposition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  institute  an  effective  search  within  the 
Arctic  regions  for  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  made  by  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Lady  Franklin;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  instruct  the  Naval  Committee  in  relation 
to  that  memorial  ?  If  it  is  in  order,  I  move  that 
the  committee  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Senate 
how  much  the  expeditions  got  up  under  this  same 
Mr.  Charles  Wilkes,  some  years  ago,  have  cost 
already.  I  think  the  Senate  ought  to  have  that 
information  before  the  committee  act  upon  this 
petition. 

The  PRESIDGNT.  The  Senator  cannot  make 
the  motion  in  that  way. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  That  information  has  been 
given  to  the  Senate  long  ago. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  I  will  endeavor  to  get  at 
it  in  some  other  way. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  inform 
the  Senator  that  he  must  introduce  a  resolution  in 
the  usual  form,  in  order  to  instruct  a  committee. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  will  obtain  the  information  in 
some  way. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  memorial  of  certain 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen  in  the  United  States  Army, 
praying  to  be  dischar^d;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  members  of  the  company 
of  sappers  and  miners  find  pontoniers,  enlisted  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  NfANQUM  presented  the  memorial  of  W. 
P.  J.  Sanger,  praying  compensation  for  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  engineer  at  the  Gosport  Navy- 
Yard;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflairs . 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  Come- 
litis  McCaullay,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
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PAPBRS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Oroenc,  on  Uie  file,  o/uie  Sena  e,  be  rcfeJSd  to^TcJm- 
mmec  on  Revolutionary  Claims.  '''^"'^^  «o  ">«  ^om- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  waa 
Ordered^  Thai  the  petition  and  papers  of  James  Chan- 
man,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  CoinmftI 
tee  on  the  Jadiciary.  ^^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

*.^''ri''»-'^**  ****  memorial  of  John  A.  Roeera,  on  the 
Oles  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claimi. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  waa 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Wade  Ailcn,  on  th^  flies  of 


variegated  embossed  morocco  leathf^r,  furnished  for 
oovenne  the  chairs  in  the  Senate  Chamber;  which 
waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Frederick  Vincent,  ad- 
ministrator of  James  Lecaze,  deceased,  late  part- 
ner in  th^firm  of  Lecaze  &  Mallet,  prayinff  the 
payment  of  a  balance  due  for  advances  made  by 
that  firm  durine  the  revolutionary  war;  whicn 
was  referred  to  uie  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also,  ihe  petition  of  David  A.  Melhorn,  pray- 
ing to  be  inaemnified  for  loss  on  contract  entered 
into  by  him  for  building  a  culvert  in  the  city  of 
Waahmgton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  on  Sunday  may  be  prohibited  by  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  three  petitions 
of  merchants  and  others  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
an  enlargement  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petitioj?  of  William 
G.  Ridgely,  praying  indemnity  for  tobacco  de- 
stroyed by  the  British  in  the  war  of  1812;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  memorial  of  cit- 
izens of  Portland,  Maine,  praying  that  the  spirit 
ration  in  the  Navy  may  be  abolided;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Massachusetts  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for 
a  shin  canal  around  the  Palls  of  St.  Mary's  river; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  the  petition  of  fiileen  heads  of  insurance 
offices  in  Boston,  praying  that  the  act  of  March 
3,  1847,  for  the  reduction  of  the  costs  and  expenses 
of  proceedings  in  admiralty  against  ships  and  ves- 
sels may  not  be  repealed;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  petition  of  George 
W.  Hathaway,  praying  the  appointment  of  a  tri- 
bunal to  review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of 
Cominissioiiers  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  a^srainst  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rehitions. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  hold  in  my  hand  two  memo- 
rials of  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  praying  for  the  di- 
vision of  the  district  of  Ohio  into  two  judicial  dis- 
tricts. These  memorials  are  signed  by  nearly 
every  member  of  the  bar  and  almost  every  leading 
man  of  business  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati;  and  I 
ask  leave  to  commend  them  to  the  respectful  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which 
committee  I  move  that  they  be  referred. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture;  which  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  pe- 
tiUon  of  William  Jacon,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
his  late  partner,  Lewis  H.  Bates,  praying  to  be 
indemnified  for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
the  illegal  seizure  of  a  quantity  §f  iron  imported 
by  them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  six  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  fheiSeventh  Census  in 
North  Carolina,  praying  additional  compensation; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Gideon,  praying  indemnification  for  damages  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  his  contract 
with  the  Navy  Department  for  binding;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
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the  Senate,  be  reflsrred  to  the  Comoiiuee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Poft  Boaili. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  petition  of  Martin  Fenwick,  on  the 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Madfson  Allen,  on  the  filae 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PubHe 

Lands.  ^ 


II 


On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  waa 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  BroniKm,-on  the  flies 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Maria  Osuander  and  Sarah  Overbash, 
severaUy,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and  oa- 
pers,  * 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  A.  E.  Woolloy,  on  the 

flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  MiU- 

tary  Aflaint. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES.  | 
Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred. the  documents  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  William  S.  Waller,  praying  compensation 
for  disposing  and  selling  of  certain  Treasury  notes, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  which  was  referred  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  the  fitting  up  of  a  tem- 
porary room  for  the  Congressional  Library;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

He  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
miuee  of  Claims  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  E.  Paven- 
stadt  and  F.  A.  Schumacher,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.    I  also  make  a  report 
upon  the  subject,  which  I  ask  may  be  printed, 
ihe  object  of  the  committee  is  this:  It  seemed  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  this  matler  should 
have  been  referred,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.    The  claim  is  of  this  char- 
acter:   These  persons,  merchants  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  imported  a  number  of  packages  of 
goods.    They  aflerwards  sold  those  packages,  and 
placed  them  on  board  a  French  ship,  to  be  conveyed 
to  New  Orleans.    These  parties  executed  a  bond 
to  the  Grovemment,  the  condition  of  which  was, 
that  in  four  months  they  would  supply  the  cus- 
tom-house ofiicers  of  New  York  with  evidence  of 
the  deposit  of  the  goods  at  the  New  Orleans  cus- 
tom-house.   It  appears  that  the  goods  were  lost 
at  sea,  and  the  claimants  ask  that  there  shall  be 
refunded  to  them  the  money  which  they  were  obli- 
ged to  pay  upon  this  bond.     I  apprehend  hat  it  n 
a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  consequence  to  the 
Government,  for  if  this  application  of  these  par- 
ties is  sustained,  it  will  involve  a  large  expendi- 
ture by  requiring  the  refunding  of  duties  in  similar 
cases. 

,  The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the  Senator 
w  a  very  unusual  one.  The  Chair  understands  the 
Senator  to  ask  to-  be  discharged  from  the  ftirther 
consideration  of  a  subject  upon  which  he  makes  a 
report. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  stated  the  reason  for  this 
unusual  procedure.  The  report  states  the  views 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  ui  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  rose  subsequently  and  said:  There  is 
some  diflSerence  in  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  the 
House  and  in  the  Senate  on  such  memories.  At 
the  time  the  Senator  from  Maryland  made  his  re- 
port I  was  under  the  impression  that  these  matters 
were  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
in  the  Senate;  they  are  referred  to  that  committee 
ui  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  learn,  how- 
ever, on  conferring  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  that  they  have  uniformly 

rne  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Senate, 
therefore  move  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  that 
memorial,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Finance. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

u^SfS^  ''^^^  ^^  Committee  on  Commeroe  be  dia- 
*^5^7^.T"**  ****  further  coaaideration  of  three  memoriala  u 
of  the  cUixeni  of  Pittrt»ari,  on  the  •abject  of  a  ihJp  canal  I 
sround  the  FaUa  of  (he  8t.  Mtiys  liver.'^  ^^  H 


On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judldary  be  dw 
^fAI?*"^  0?™  «»»«  furUier  cootidention  of  the  meaioritJrf 
William  Newbold,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  ConunStoJ 
of  Claim  N. 


Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  th%  petition  of  the 
Italian  Mutual  Benevolent  Society,  reported  ad- 
versely thereon,  and  the  committee  wasdiacWed 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  DOWNS  subsequently  moved  a  reconsid* 
eration  of  the  vote  discharging  the  commiuee- 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to  dischai^ 
the  committee  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  moved  that  that  committee  be  discharped 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
payment  of  outstanding  loan-office  and  final-settle- 
ment certificates  issued  for  money  loaned  for  ser- 
vices or  for  supplies  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER.  This  subject  waa  before  die 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  1  was  spoken  to  with  re- 
gard to  the  reference  at  thJs  session,  and  I  men- 
tioned to  the  Senator  who  proposed  to  refer  it  to 
that  committee,  that  it  haa  been  reported  upon. 
It  is  no  longer  a  subject  of  investigation.  It  hag 
once  passed  the  ordeal  of  examination.  These 
demands  have  been  ah^ady  adjudicated,  and  the 
only  question  now  is,  whether  we  shall  pay  these 
final-settlement  certificates  which  have  been  issued 
under  this  adiudication.  There  is,  therefore,  noth- 
ing for  the  Committee  on  Revolutiondry  Claimi 
to  do  in  the  matter.  It  is  for  the  Commiuee  on 
Fmance  to  see  whether  they  slfell  be  paid,  and 
not  for  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claimi 
to  reexamine  and  redetermine  on  the  jusQce  of  the 
claims. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  ia  a  claim  arising  out  of 
matters  connected  with  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  things  of  this  sort  have  always  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.  If 
the  Senator  thinks  this  a  plcdn  case,  he  may  read- 
ily report  a  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  ' 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Carmelite  Nunnery,  of  Baltimore,  reported 
it  without  amendment,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciarv,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  judj»e  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  New  Hampshire,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  lbs 
reversionary  interest  of  the  United  States  to  a  cer- 
tain reservation  therein  mentioned, and  to  confirm 
the  title  of  Charles  G.  Ghinter  thereto;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  tide,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no 
amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  QWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail- 
road Company,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said 
company;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reaaing. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bryan  Cal- 
laghan,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  Y.  P.  GameU, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  his  relief. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  S.  H.  Duff,  submit- 
ted an  adverse  report,  which  waa  ordered  to  be 
printed.' 

Mr.  NORRIS,  from  tht  OomzaittM  on  Ffttsots 
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and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Peter  U.  Momin,  administrator  of  John 
Arnold^  deceased,  and  <3eorge  G.  Bishop,  submit- 
ted a  import,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Greorge  Q.  Bishop  and  the  legal  representativeB 
of  John  Arnold,  deceased. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIGENT  INSANE  PERSONS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  asked  and  obtained  leaye  to 
bring  in  a  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  for  the  relief  and  sup- 
Dort  of  indigent  insane  persons;  which  was  read  a 
irst  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  consisting  of  five  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  jnro  tern. 

The  following  Senators  were  subsequently  ap- 
pointed: Mr.  Shields,  Mr.  Pbarck,  Mr.  Kam- 
UNt  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Bell. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SOULE,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  navy-yard  and  dep6t  near  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
tiflie  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AfiTaira. 

FORTIFICATIONS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAT. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  a  resolution  which  I  wish 
to  ofTer.  I  see  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers for  the  Pacific  coast,  that  there  is  a  state- 
ment to  this  effect: 

^  Thin  Board,  conttitated  under  orderi  of  17th  June.  1851, 
ftir  tile  ptirpote  of  studying  the  tyt tem  of  defence  ror  the 
Pa<ri0c  coi^  ie  sedulously  engafted  on  projects  for  the  en- 
tmnce  to  San  Francisco  bay ;  and  I  hope  soon  tu  present 
plans  in  support  of  an  appropriation  fbr  the  commencement 
of  m  vrork  there  early  next  year.  '* — Report  of  I4th  Nnem- 
ler,  1851,  t6  tU  Seerttary  of  War, 

I  irant  to  obtain  information  in  reeard  to  that 
^pfx>priation;  I  therefore  6fier  the  folio  wing  reso- 
lution of  inquiry: 

RoMohftd,  That  the  Secretarv  of  War  be  requested,  if 
WH  incoui|>atil>le  with  the  public  interest^  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  what  amount  of  money,  if  any,  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineer  officers  charged 
Willi  planning  the  fbrtlfications  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  to  be 
appropriated  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  Ibr  the  im- 
mediato  commencement  of  those  fbrtidcanons. 

TAe  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  ask  the  'permission  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  for  a  moment  the  ioint  resolu- 
tion to  provide  jot  the  printing  of  the  returns  of 
\he  Seventh  Census,  simply  ^r  the  purpose  of 
laying  upon  the  table  an  amendment  wnich  I  pro- 
pose to  offer  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith  .]  I  am  in  favor 
of  compromises  and  adjustments,  and  I  think  the 
amendment  which  I  propose  to  offer  will  be  a  rea- 
sonable medium  between  the  proposition  ofifered 
by  my  friend  from  Connecticut  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  and  such  a  one  as  I  think 
there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to.     It  will  re- 
move all  difficulty  as  to  the  work  not  being  faith- 
fiiUj  executed,  and  will,,  at  the  same  time,  relieve 
ua  from  such  a  business  as  putting  out  such  a  work 
to  the  lowest  bidder.   By  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate,  I  hope  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
utent  will  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  was 
igreed  to. 

Mr.BADGERthen  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strilie  oat  from  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  all  aftar 
ifae  worda  *<  it  shall  be  the  duty  of,>*  and  insert  the  ibllow- 
iag: 

—"the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  to  contract  with 
MeMTs.  Donelson  flt  Armstrong  for  printing  and  binding  the 
Census,  on  such  terms  as  the  committee  may  think  reasona- 
ble ud  proper ;  the  work  to  be  executed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  to  be  paid  for  from  time 
Id  Ifane  during  the  progress  of  the  work  by  the  head  of  the 
C«nraf  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  with 
power  in  the  Secretary  to  abate  from  the  amount  stipulated. 
If  ttie  work  when  executed  shall  prove  deficient  or  below 
ttw  atandard  which  may  be  agreed  upon." 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  the 
Seimtor  from  Mich^an  in  his  speech,  but  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall  can  up  the  joint  resolution  in  the 
morning;  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  then  be  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  it. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 
Oritnd,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  reaolution 
ke»iapnnsri  antil  lo-monow,  and  that  the  proposed  amend- 
it  bt  pdntad. 


ENOR088KD  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time  and  passed: 

An  act  to  change  the  times  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Su- 
perintendent of  Indian  affairs  in  California; 

An  act  to  enforce  discipline  and  promote  good 
conduct  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States; 
and 

An  act  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  <*An  act 
to  provide  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  UniCed 
States  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disability  of 
the  ji3d?es  of  the  district  courts,"  approved  July 

UEUTENANT  GENERAL  BY  BREVET. 

Mr.GWlN  submitted  informally  several  amend- 
ments, which  he  will  hereafler  offer,  to  the  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  confer  the  title  of  Lieutenant  General  by 
brevet  for  eminent  services;  and  they  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASS,  for  the  same  purpose,  submitted  the 
following;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Providodj  komottoTt  That  when  the  said  grade  of  Lieuten- 
ant Creneral  by  brevet  shall  have  once  been  filled  and  have 
become  vacant,  this  act  shall  thereafter  expire  and  be  of  no 
efifect. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideralion  of  the 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  State. 

Mr.  FELCH  resumed  and  finished  the  speech 
which  be  commenced  yesterday  in  fnvor  of  the 
bill,  and  against  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Umdea- 
wooD,  the  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  particularly  since  I  have  heard 
his  concluding  remarks,  as  well  as  some  remarks 
in  the  preceding  stage  of  his  argument,  that  this 
is  becoming  a  serious  and  important  question,  and 
deserves  not  only  a  grave  consideration,  but  per- 
haps a  fuller  discussion  than  we  have  yet  had  upon 
it.  If  I  understand  the  honorable  Senator,  he  is 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  fate  of 
our  land  system  generally — of  our  mode  of  appro- 
priating the  pubuc  lands — may  be  broken  down 
or  destroyed,  if  there  is  any  interftrence  with  the 
practice  of  making  these  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements  in  the  new  States.  If  that  be 
so,  the  question  is  highly  deserving  of  further 
consideration;  and  I  should  like  to  hear  a  fuller 
development  of  the  views  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor upon  that  point.  There  was  conveyed,  in  the 
manner  and  gravity  with  which  he  announced  this 
sentiment,  not  only  a  warning,  but  something  of  a 
threat  also.  I  am  not  insensible  that  it  may  be 
'  wise  in  the  Senator  to  give  his  timdy  warning,  and 
\  to  give  it  in  whatever  shape  he  may  think  proper; 
>  for  I  have  had  my  ears  open,  and  I  have  seen, 
'  too,  the  progress  of  sentiments  which  may  lead  to 
that  result;  and  it  will  be  the  part  of  wisdom  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  they  think 
the  policy  to  which  he  alludes  is  not  wise  and 
proper,  to  pursue  a  conciliatory,  liberal,  and  just 
policy.  But  nevertheless,  I  think  that  some  con- 
siderations of  justice,  of  equality,  and*  of  ludit, 
in  regard  to  all  other  sections  of  the  Union,  Way 
be  well  coupled  with  it.  ♦ 

There  were  some  other  remarks  made  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  which  I  ouffht  not  to  say  aston- 
ished me;  they  struck  me  with  surprise,  out  per^ 
haps  it  was  owing  to  my  own  inadvertence,  want 
of  attention  to,  and  ignorance  of,  facts  which  I 
ouffht  to  have  known.  In  some  of  the  new  States 
if  1  understand  the  honorable  Senator,  some  four 
fiflhs,  and  in  some  nine-tenths,  of  the  public  do- 
main yet  remain  unsold.  And  yet  I  have  seen 
from  session  to  session,  and  from  Congress  to 
Congress,  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  an  extraordi- 
nary desire  to  extend,  and  yet  to  extend  still  fur- 
ther, to  open  the  claims  of  the  United  States  free 
from  the  possession  and  right  of  occupancy  by 
the  Indian  tribes,  of  territory  still  further  and  fur- 
ther into  the  wilderness.  My  attention  has  not 
been  drawn  in  detail  to  this  subject,  although  you 
may  remember  that  the  discussioa  which  we  have 
haa  this  session  may  be  said  to  be  an  annual  dis- 
cussion in  its  eeneraJ  features  and  aspects,  and  is 
assuming  a  stOl  greater  and  greater  importance  at 
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every  Congress.  You  may  remember  that  the 
type  of  this  discussion  may  be  traced  back  in 
Congressional  history  for  the  last  twenty  years.  It 
has  only  received  some  additional  and  further  de- 
velopments, as  the  public  domain  has  injcreased, 
as  new  States  have  oeen  admitted,  as  the  western 
borders  have  extended,  and  as  new  questions  have 
arisen  regarding  the  rights  of  the  new  States.  As 
these  have  become  larger,  new  ideas  have  been 
presented.  On  that  account  there  is  some  novdty 
m  this  discussion. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  diis  arfi^ument  in 
detail,  but  there  are  some  views  upon  the  subject 
which  I  wish  to  submit  briefly  to  the  Senate.  I 
have  not  studied  the  question,  but  I  have  listened 
with  grc«t  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Pklch,]  who 
has  treated  the  subject  fully,  ably,  and,  in  many 
respects,  very  fiurfy  and  candidly.  There  are 
some  other  poinu  of  policy  with  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  opposition  to  this  course  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  pubKc  lands  has  been  kept  up 
and  maintained  by  our  State-rights  friends.  1 
hope  they  will  not  consider  me  as  speakinf  in  any 
disparagement,  if  I  allude  to  a  course  of  policy 
which  baa  tended  as  much  as  any  other  to  d^Rrat 
a  just,  ec)uitable,  and  liberal  policy  in  regard  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  public  lands  heretofore. 

It  is  suggested  to  me  that  I  had  better  ^e  way 
to  a  motion  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration 
of  this  subject  until  to-morrow,  so  that  we  may 

Froceed  ta  uieoonsideFation  of  Executive  business, 
am  willing  to  do  so.  But  I  give  notice  that  I  do 
not  wish  to  nmke  a  set  speech,  for  I  have  taken  no 
notes;  though  there  are«om«  points  which  I  think 
of  great  importance  which  I  wish  to  bring  before ' 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  move,  then,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Elxecutive  session. 

The  mouon  was  agraed  to. 

EXGCUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business,  and  after  a  short  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
'Wbdnesdat,  F^nmry  4,  1852. 

The  House  metpursuantto  adjournment.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
communications  from  tlie  Departments  upon  the 
Speaker's  tab|^,  which  will  be  presented  to  the 
House  this  morning,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KURTZ,  by  unanimous 

consent,  it  was 

Onteral,  Tbat  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  from  the 
filet  of  the  HouM  all  the  papera  in  the  ca»e  of  Peter  Stra- 
ber,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  the  Senate. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  message,  hereto- 
fore received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  viz: 

To  the  House  of  R^eeentativee : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  7A  of  Aufust,  1860,  and  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1851,  reqoestinc  inlbiination  touebinf  the  claims  of 
cltiEens  of  the  Unitd  States  on  the  Government  of  Porto 
ml,  I  transmit  a  report  (Yora  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
documents  which  accompany  the  same. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Washxhoton,  98tA  Jamiary,  1850. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BOCOCK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  inessa«e  and  aecorapanyHirdoca. 

meats  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreifn  Affurs  ^pd 

printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  sundry  Executive  communi- 
cations, viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  copies  of  his  accounts,  re- 
ceipts, and  disbursements  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  90th 
June,  1851;  wnich,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Setmovb, 
of  New  York,  was,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, reSentd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  the  annual  statement  of  the  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  his  Department 
during  the  year  18S] ;  which «  on  motion  by  Mr. 
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R0BBIN8,  was,  with  the  accompanjring  documents, 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  printed. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 

S,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
e  Se<;retary  of  State,  with  copies  of  estimates 
required  to  complete  the  service  of  that  Depart- 
ment for  the  current  fiscal  year;  which,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Sbtmour,  of  New  York,  was  referred, 
with  the  accompanying^  documents,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  list  of  contracts  made  for  light-house 
purposes,  Ac,  for  1851;  also,  copies  of  reports 
from  Professor  Bache,  under  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  Marcn  3,  18^,  entitled  **  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  light-houses,  light-boats,  buoys,  ou:., 
and  providing  for  the  erection  and  establishment 
of  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which,  with 
t  he  accompanying  documents,  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Setmour,  of  New  York,  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  *and  be 
printed. 

V.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
fund  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1851; 
which,  with  the  accompanyingdocuroents,  was,on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Robbins,  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  be  printed. 

VI.  A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury,  transmitting,  in  conformity  with  law,  state- 
ments of  the  accounts  which  remained  due  more 
than  three  years  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1851, 
on  the  booKs  of  tne  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and 
on  the  books  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth 
Auditors,  respectively;  which,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
R0BBIK8,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  l>e  printed. 

VII.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  detailed  statements  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  contingent  fund  of  that  Department  and 
its  several  bureaus,  has  been  expended  during  the 
last  year;  which  letter  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

VIII.  A  letter  from  theSecretaryof  the  Interior, 
transraittine  a  communication  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office  of  the  present 
date,  accompanied  by  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Surveyors  General  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  and 
of  Oregon,  which  were  not  received  in  time  to  ac- 
company his  last  annual  report;  which  said  letter 
and  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  * 

IX.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Adjutant  Ueneral,  with  an 
abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  ammunition;  which  letter  and  accom- 
panying documents  were,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bis- 
SELL,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  be  printed. 

X.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Depargnent  in  answer  to 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
36th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  auowance  of  claims 

f>reviousIy  suspended  or  disallowed;  which  said 
etter  and  accompanying  documents  were,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Maine,  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

XI.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  a  report  in  relation  to  the  merits  of 
the  various  condensers  for  supplying  boilers  of 
marine  engines  with  fresh  water,  in  compliance 
with  a  provision  of  the  act  of  September  28,  1850, 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1851;  which  com- 
munication and  accompanying  documents  were, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

XII.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with .  the  act  of  the 
l^th  of  August,  1842,  a  report  and  statement  from 
the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  as  dis- 
bursing agent  of  that  Department,  showing  in  de- 
tail his  receipts  and  payments  during  the  year 
1851;  which  letter  and  accompanying  documents 
were,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olds,  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, transmitting  a  copy  of  the  journals  of  the 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon;  which  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  RftBBiNi,  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  bills  from  the  Sen- 
ate; which  were  severally  reaa  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

No.  19.  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  selecting 
lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  saline 
purposes.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

No.  70.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
relatives  of  certain  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  brig  Washington,  who  were  lost 
overboard  in  a  hurricane.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

No.  74.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Illinois 
to  select  the  residue  of  the  lands  to  which  she  is 
entitled  under  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1827, 
granting  land  to  aid  that  State  in  opening  a  canal 
to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Michigan.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

No.  142.  An  act  to  admit  the  hermaphrodite 
brig  Sylphide  to  registry.  Referred  to  tne  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

No.  54.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Of- 
fut.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No.  68.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A. 
Kellett.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

No.  69.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elnoch  Bald- 
win.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

No.  77.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  Colonel  Alexander  G.  Morgan. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

No.  103.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  A.  H.  Cole. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No.  104.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Dun- 
ning.   Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No.  112.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Julia  Acken. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

No.  116.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Jonathan  Kearsley,  late 
receiver  of  the  public  moneys  at  Detroit,  and  of 
John  Biddle,  late  register  of  the  land  office  at  that 
place.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

No.  118.  An  act  for  the  rehef  of  the  children  of 
Erastus  A.  Capron.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

No.  119.  An  act  for  compensation  to  James  W. 
Low  and  others,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  pri- 
vate armed  schooner  Ann,  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

No.  124.  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth 
Munroe.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Also,  joint  resolution  No.  10,  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  P.  Field,  late  Secretary  of  Wisconsin 
Territory,  and  sureties.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

No.  46.  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Sally  T. 
Floyd,  widow  of  George  R.  C.  Floyd,  late  a  Lieu- 
termnt  Colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
RMrred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

HARVESTING  MACHINE. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  next  business 
in  order  was  the  third  reading  of  an  engrossed  bill 
entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Moore 
and  John  Hascall.*' 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  now  being.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? — 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
I  wish  to  see  whether 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  JONES.    It  is  too  late.    I  wish  to  know 


whether  this  bill  does  not  grant  a  patent  for  four- 
teen years  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.    It  does  for  fourteen  yean. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  biU  wm 
passed. 

Mr.  CARTTER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  as  the  next  busineas  in 
order,  the  question  on  ordering  the  bill  **to  encour- 
age agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes,**  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  know  what  diapoaition 
the  House  may  intend  to  make  of  this  bill;  but  I 
move  now  to  amend  it  by  inserting  after  the  vwd 
**widow'*  in  the  first  line,  the  words  **  being  a 
white  person."  The  amendment  will  makeUtat 
portion  of  the  bill  conform  to  the  preemption  law. 
We  have  never  given  preemptions  to  any  other 
than  white  persons,  and  I  thinx  there  ought  to  be 
the  same  restriction  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  wUl  jostsar 
to  the  House,  that  a  bill  containing  provisiorii 
similar  to  those  contained  in  this  bill,  was  intn>- 
duced,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
and  reported  favorably  on  to  the  House.  That 
bill  is  now  in  the  .Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  among  the  first  upon  the 
Calendar.  This  bill  has  been  read  twice,  and  ii 
now,  I  understand,  upon  its  engrossment.  Now, 
this  is  a  measure  of  very  ja^reat  importance,  and 
one  in  which  much  interest  is  felt  throu^out  the 
whole  country — the  public  mind  being  directed  to 
making  essential  changes  in  the  present  land  sys- 
tem. I  will,  therefore,  if  there  is  no  objection, 
move  lo  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  first 
Tuesday  of  March  next,  and  from  day  to  da? 
thereafter  until  disposed  of;  and  also,  that  the  bill 
No.  7,  upon  the  same  subject,  now  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  be 
made  the  special  order  for  the  same  day. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  was  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  motion  was  adopted,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  which 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  as  the  next  business  ia 
order,  the  question  on  the  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  publicatioD  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  public 
advertisements,  which  had  been  reported  back  from 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  a  recommendaiioa 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  wish  to  say  that  this  bill  w«i 
introduced  by  me  at  an  early  period  of  theseaaioc, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  that  during  my  late  illness  it  was  reported 
back  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  not  pass.  I  regret  that  it  should  come  before 
the  House  under  such  auspices,  for  havinif  beea 
placed  m  the  position  in  which  it  is,  it  may  be 
that  it  will '  not  receive  much  favor  at  the  P****°[ 
time.  But  I  hope  that  the  principles  of  thi«  j»J 
may  be  understood  by  the  country,  and  I  think 
that,  if  they  are  understood,  the  ume  is  not  w 
distant  when  something  of  the  kind  will  be  adopted 
by  Congress.  .        . 

I  will  now  exphiin  the  character  of  this  bill  in 

very  few  words,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  doing 

►,  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  that  I  may 
make  it  a  part  of  my  remarks. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  U  enacted  fry  the  Senate  and  House  •/  RefretenU-. 
tivet  of  the  UnUed  State*  of  wimmea  in  Congwtffe^ 
hied.  That  the  selecrion  of  uewapapera  fbr  thf  paWicauon 
of  the  InwB  of  the  United  State*  nball,  after  the  P«»«e/" 
this  act,  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  a*«  Miom9:rw 
number  aelected  aball  be,  in  each  Ci»ngrMdo«al  «««"» 
two ;  in  each  Territory,  two ;  in  the  DiiOrict  of  Col"^"^ 
four ;  and  a  preference  lOiall  be  given,  in  all  ca^^*^ 

Capers  which  may  have  the  largert  weekly  «»^«»^?1," 
e  ascertained  by  the  affidavit  of  the  ediion,  '^P*^"^! 
and  by  f  uch  addiUonal  evidence  ai  may  ba  requwte  10  "^ 
ublish  the  (detain  each  caiie.  _        ^      -m;- .a. 

Sec.  9.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  *e_,l«J'rf  "^ 
vertiacmcnta  of  the  IJhited  State*  ihall  be  P«Wwlied  ta  ooj 
or  mora  Congreaalonal  diatrlcla,  accortini  lo  iha  aaiyra  " 
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the  adveniMinenl  and  tt«  propriety  of  giving  it  a  general, 
1  partial,  or  a  local  eircalaUon  ;  said  aavectweineDlB  to  be 
pubUali«>d  in  Bucb  papers,  and  such  only,  as  may  have  been 
•elected  in  said  district  or  districts  according  to  the  terms 
of  this  act  for  the  puMicatiou  of  the  laws. 

Sccff  3.  Jtnd  he  it  fmrtktr  enadtd^  That  said  pablio  ad- 
vertisemenu  shall  be  published  in  the  newspapers  having 
the  publication  of  the  laws  as  aforesaid  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  in  the'papers  having  the  publication  of  said 
laws  in  the  Territories,  when  and  as  often  as  may  be  deemed 
aeeeasary. 

Sec.  4.  Jind  be  U  further  enaded.  That  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  ttie  passage  of  this  act,  and  at  the  commencement 
of  the  first  session  of  every  succeeding  Congress,  a  copy  of 
tbe  Hst  of  newspapera  selected  accordinc  to  the  terms  of 
said  act,  for  the  pablicatiou  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
heads  of  the  Departments,  and  to  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  Jini  kt  it  Jwrtktr  enacted,  That  the  President 
shall  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  annually,  a  list  of  all  newspapers  that 
than  have  publiMied.  during  the  preceding  vear,  any  adver- 
tisements as  aforesaid,  with  the  names  or  the  publishera, 
the  place  of  publication,  the  nature  of  the  work  peribrmed, 
and  tbe  amount  paid  to  each  publisher. 

Sac.  6.  jSnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  SMART.  This  bill  proposes,  in  the  first 
place,  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  in  the  two  papers  having  the 
largest  weekly  circulation  in  each  Congressional 
district.  In  addition  to  that,  it  proposes  to  five 
the  publication  of  the  public  advertisements,  when- 
erer  it  may  be  necessary  for  a  local,  partial,  or 
general  circulation,  in  the  papers  thus  selected  in 
one  or  more  Congressional  districts.  I  havegiven, 
it  wiU  be  seen,  the  preference  to  papers  having  the 
largest  weekly  circulation,  because  this  circulation 
reaches  the  great  masses  of  the  people  in  the  rural 
districts.  It  goes  to  the  intelligent  population  of 
the  country,  and  is  not  confined,  like  the  daily  cir- 
culation ,  to  the  city.  I  claim  for  this  bill  the  merit 
that  It  divorces  the  press  from  the  Government; 
that  it  entirely  disconnects  the  press  from  govern- 
mental control.  1  claim  this  as  one  of  the  merits 
of  the  bill. 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  very  few  remarks  upon  this  subject.  I  will 
promise  not  to  detain  gentlemen  long.  I  desire 
especially  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  this 
Grovemment,  like  all  other  Governments,  is  tend- 
ing rapidly  towards  centralization.  And  for  one 
I  wish  to  do  all  I  can — ^if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
use  the  expression — to  decentralize  the  central 
power.  This  Grovemment  has  an  enormous  pat- 
ronage under  its  control.  Under  the  Whig  ad- 
ministration of  John  duincy  Adams,  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  Government  did  not  exceed 
113,000,000.  But  how  is  it  now?  Why,  under 
the  present  Whig  administration,  the  expenditure 
of  the  Government  is  nearly  $50,000,000.  I  say, 
sir,  you  have  an  enormous  patronage,  all  tending 
to  increase  the  central  power  of  the  Government. 
In  addition  to  this  you  have,  under  the  existing 
laws,  control  over  the  public  press  to  a  very  large 
extent.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  to  the  city  of 
New  York.  There  are,  in  that  city  alone,  a  thou- 
sand employees  in  and  about  the  custom-house, 
with  a  salary  of  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  each 
on  an  average,  all  under  the  control  of  this  Whig 
administration, and  identified  with  the  Whigparty. 
There  are  a  regiment  of  men  there,  with  leisure 
to  do  what  they  please  in  political  matters. 

Every  gentleman  upon  this  floor  knows  the  true 
secret  of  getting  up  political  influence  in  the  large 
cities  and  large  towns.  It  is  done  through  these 
men  of  leisure.  They  are  the  persons  who  con- 
trol public  sentiment  in  their  localities.  But  I  say 
the  patronage  of  the  Government  is  large  enough, 
it  is  abundantly  suflicient  to  concentrate  the  power 
of  the  Grovemment  without  the  aid  of  the  press. 
And  i  claim  for  the  proposition  which  I  have  in- 
troduced into  this  House,  the  merit  that  it  will 
have  a  tendency  to  decentralize  that  power  by 
divorcing  the  press  from  the  control  or  the  Gov- 
ernment. How  are  the  papers  now  selected  by 
the  Grovemment  for  the  publication  of  the  laws? 
The  Admini-^tration  selects  two  papers  in  each 
State  to  publish  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  is  this  all.  The  influence  of  the  publishers  of 
the  public  advertisements  is  tremendous.  The  list 
of  names  of  printers  and  publishers  in  the  Blue 
Book  covers  twenty-five  pages.  There  are  about 
forty  names  on  a  page,  making,  in  all,  nearly 
one'  thousand  who  are  thus  pensioned  by  the 
Government,  to  say  nothing  or  the  publishers  of 
the  laws.  Now,  this  proposition  is  calculated  to 
take  this  entire  patronage  from  the  power  of  the 
Oovemment — ^to  divorce  the  press  and  State.    I 
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am  a  «*  Union  man."  But  I  am  not  for  a  union 
of  Chitrch  and  State,  or  of  Bank  and  State,  or  of 
the  Press  and  State.  I  am,  in  those  respects,  a 
**Di8unionist.*'  I  want  to  dissolve  the  union  of  Uie 
press  and  the  Government.  Sir,  I  have  looked 
into  this  subject — I  have  looked  into  a  proposition, 
introduced  many  years  ago  by  Col.  Benton,  which 
was  to  take  this  patronage  of  the  press  away  fronv 
the  General  Gh>vemment,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
Congressional  delegations  of  the  several  States. 
But  1  saw  that  that  proposition  was  liable  to  the 
same  objection  which  exists  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement— that  of  placing  the  press  under  party 
control.  I  came  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that 
the  idea  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  to  whom 
I  have  referred,  would  not  accomplish  the  purpose 
which  1  desired  to  effect.  1  then  concluded  to 
adopt  the  proposition  Which  I  have  introduced 
here,  to  select  those  presses  which  have  the  largest 
circulation  in  the  several  CongressioniU  districts. 
But,  as  I  remarked  in  the  outset,  I  do  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House  long,  and  perhaps  I  have  said 
enough  upon  this  point. 

Another  merit  which  I  claim  for  this  proposition 
is,  that  it  will  give  an  equal,  just,  and  (air  circula- 
tion to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  precisely  in 
proportion  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  people 
whom  you  command  to  obey  those  laws.  And 
the  present  system  does  not  do  this.  What  is  the 
character  of  the  presentsvstem  of  publishing  the 
laws  of  the  country?  Wny,  the  Administration 
now  in  power  have,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  ♦*  religious  papers,  **  in  every  instance  selected 
a  party  paper,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the 
whole  Democratic  press  of  the  country  are  exclu- 
ded. This  has  been  done,  with  the  exceptions  I 
have  named,  in  every  instance.  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention  for  a  moment  to  my  own  State. 
In  the  State  of  Maine,  there  is  a  newspaper  cir- 
culation of  about  sixty-one  thousand  of  papers 
fmblished  in  the  State,  and  of  course  papers  pub- 
ished  out  of  the  State  circulate  largely  within  its 
limits.  Mr.  Webster  has  selected  the  Christian 
Mirror,  in  the  city  of  Portland,  as  one  of  the  two 
papers  in  the  State  to  publish  the  laws.  It  is  a 
very  respectable  Christian  organ,  of  the  orthodox 
Congrepitional  Society,  with  about  three  thousand 
subrcribers.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
paper.  It  is  a  very  respectable  one,  but  it  affords 
a  circulation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ^ly 
to  the  society  of  which  it  is  the  organ  in  my  State. 
But  what  other  paper  did  he  select?  The  Bangor 
Whig,  with  a  merely  local  circulation  in  a  single 
county.  And  that  is  the  circulation  which  you 
give  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  when  you  tell  all  thepeople  in  that  State 
they  must  obey  those  laws.  What  said  that  pure- 
minded  statesman,  Silas  Wright,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  circulation  of  the  laws  of  his  own  State  f  I 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I  read  from 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Hickey,  who  compiled  this  copy 
of  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States.  He  says: 

"  It  has  long  been  a  flivorite  wish  of  mine,  as  to  this 
State,  that  our  public  laws  of  universal  interest  may  be  by 
our  Legislature  distributed  to  our  common  schools,  in  a 
form  to  be  made  a  class-book  for  the  more  advanced  schol- 
ars, that  the  current  legislation  of  the  State  may  be  easily 
and  thoroughly  understood  by  those  who  are  to  be  the  voters 
of  the  State.*' 

By  those  who  are  to  be  the  voters  of  the  State. 
That  was  the  opinion  of  Silas  Wright  in  relation 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Now  1  ask, 
if  the  laws  passed  by  the  most  important  delibera- 
tive body  in  the  country  are  of  any  importance, 
should  they  not  be  circiuated,  and  generally  circu- 
lated, at  least  to  the  extent  which  you  circulate 
your  State  laws  ?  I  misht  say  something  of  th« 
circulation  of  the  laws  or  the  State  of  Maine.  We 
have,  as  I  before  remarked,  a  newspaper  circula- 
tion of  papers  published  in  the  State  amounting  to 
sixty-one  thousand.  Well,  sir,  we  circulate  a  copy 
of  tne  laws  of  that  State  annually  to  every  sub- 
scriber of  a  paper  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
But  you  circulate  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
how  many?  Why,  to  about  five  thousand  per. 
sons.  To  about  four  thousand  or  five  thousand 
in  the  whole  State  of  Maine — a  State  containing 
six  hundred  thousand  inhabitants !  Now,  1  find  by 
the  census  returns,  that  the  circulation  of  newspa- 
pers in  the  United  States  is  about  three  millions, 
and  you  give  a  circulation  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stages  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 
I  have  made  this  estimate  hastily,  but  I  think  it 
cannot  be  far  out  of  the  way.  That  is  the  circu- 
lation which  you  give  to  your  laws.    You  com- 


mand all  the  Democrats  and  all  the  Whigs  aod  all 
the  Abolitionists  in  the  country  to  obey  those 
laws,  but  you  will  not  permit  them  to  see  them — 
you  will  not  send  the  laws  to  them.  I  maintain, 
that  if  you  expect  the  people  of  the  country  to 
obey  your  laws,  you  ought  to  afiford  the  requisite 
faciliues  to  the  people  for  becoming  acquaint^ 
with  them. 

1  now  come  to  the  great  objection  to  this  propo- 
sition ,  viz:  that  it  will  cost  something.  A  nd  upon 
that  objection  I  beg  to  make  a  single  remark.  I 
always  find  gentlemen  in  every  deliberative  as- 
sembly who  are  very  stringent  upon  expenses  in 
some  inatters,  and  yet  who  are  very  loose  and 
liberal  in  others.  Now,  I  make  this  distinction: 
I  say  where  the  thing  is  really  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  where  it  is  essenual  to  the 
welfare  of  the  public,  that  the  expense  is  a  second- 
ary consideration.  And,  according  to  that  rule,  I 
say  (hat  in  this  case  it  is  a  secondary  consideration. 
But  where  there  is  an  extravagant  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  other 
man  to  curtail.  But  I  repeat,  in  this  case  the  ex- 
penditure which  is  incurred  in  disseminating  thm 
important  information  to  the  people,  should  not  be 
regarded.  It  goes  all  over  the  country,  and  is  ex- 
pended for  a  laudable  purpose — for  a  pucpose 
which  justifies  the  expense.  The  expenditure  for 
this  publication,  I  wifl  state,  according  to  my  esti- 
mate, would  be  about  |75,000.  Even  this  amount 
may  be  much  reduced  by  reducing  the  compensa- 
tion to  publishers.  The  expenditure  is  not  a  le- 
gitimate or  fair  objection  to  the  proposition. 

I  did  not  intend,  when  I  arose,  to  do  anything 
more  than  merely  to  explain  this  proposition,  and 
place  it  before  the  House  and  the  country  in  its 
proper  light.  I  hope  the  House  and  the  country 
will  take  it  up  and  carry  it  out.  I  desire,  however, 
to  say  one  word  more  in  relation  to  an  idea  which 
I  have  already  suggested.  1  allude  to  the  influence 
which  politicians,  and  the  Government,  exercise 
over  tlie  press  of  the  country.  It  is  well  known 
that  when  a  usurper,  no  matter  whether  he  1  e 
great  or  small — no  matter  whether  he  be  a  Napo- 
leon, or  any  man  in  any  Congressional  district  in 
the  country — when  he  wishes  to  take  possession 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people — when  he  wishes  to 
carry  out  his  plans  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of 
the  people — he  seizes  nrst  upon  the  press.  He 
monopolizes  the  whole  of  the  public  press.  That 
is  the  first  thing  he  does.  That  was  the  first  thing 
done  by  Louis  Napoleon,  when  he  usurped  the 
control  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  France. 
We  ought  to  be  jealous  of  a  union  of  the  press  and 
the  Government.  This  system  is  now  growing 
up.  The  printers  who  are  pensioned  upon  the 
Grovemment  now  number  more  than  one  thousand. 
It  is  growing  to  be  a  dangerous  power;  and  the 
time  will  come  when,  if  it  be  not  arrested,  it  will 
be  a  fearful  power  to  be  wielded  by  any  Adminis- 
tration. I  do  not  intend  that  these  remarks  shall 
have  a  party  application.  They  are  as  applicable 
to  one  party  as  the  other.  They  are  as  applicable 
to  the  Whig  party  as  the  Democratic  party;  and 
they  are  as  applicable  to  the  Democratic  party  as 
the  Whig  party.  All  parties  are  liable  to  abuse 
power — allGovemments  are  liable  to  abuse  such 
a  power.  It  is  for  the  people  to  watch  their  Qo\  - 
ernment.  It  is  for  the  people  to  watch  those  who  at- 
tempt to  control  the  press  and  to  promote  central- 
ism, and  to  check  them  in  timea^^inst  the  exercise 
of  any  undue  power  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  As  a  member 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  had  the  honor  to 
report  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  back  to 
the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass.  I  should,  at  that  time,  have  moved  that  the 
bill  lay  upon  the  table,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  [Mr.  Smart]  was  not  then  in 
his  seat.  I  knew  he  desired  to  be  heard  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  desired  to  extend  to  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so.  1  shall,  however,  before  I 
take  my  seat,  make  that  motion. 

I  wish  briefly  to  submit  to  the  House  a  few  facts 
in  relation  to  this  proposition.  The  first  one  that 
addressed  itself  to  my  mind,  was  the  great  differ- 
ence in  the  cost  of  publishing  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Under  the  present  system,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  selects  two  newspapers  in  each  State 
in  the  Union  for  the  publication  of  such  laws. 
Under  this  bill,  he  would  be  re(]uired  to  select  two 
newspapers  in  each  Congressional  district  in  the 
Union.  I  find  the  expense,  at  present,  to  be  about 
$12,^  per  annum  for  publishing  the  laws  of  the 
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United  States,  in  the  two  newspapers  nowsetected 
in  each  State  for  that  purpose.  But  under  this  bill 
— by  a  calculation  that  I  have  made,  and  which  I 
t>elieve  to  be  correct — I  find  the  expense  would  be 
about  192,200  per  annum;  making  a  difference  of 
$80,000  a  year.  I  cannot  find  cuiy  corresponding 
benefit  accruing  to  any  one — no  benefit  that  can 
correspond  with  this  immense  increase  of  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Mr,  Speaker,  I  wish  to  in- 
quire of  the  gentleman  whether  he  sees  any  benefit 
in  expending  the  |12,000? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  was  just  goin^  to  remark, 
that  from  the  investigation  I  have  given  this  sub- 
ject, I  entertain  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  benefit 
to  any  one  arising  from  the  publication  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  in  newspapers,  except  to  the 
man  who  prints  them,  and  gets  his  proportion  of 
the  1^12,000.  For  when  a  gentleman  desires  to 
know  what  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are,  he 
goes  to  the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  or  he 
consults  his  lawyer  to  obtain  that  information. 
Is  there  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  who  knows 
of  a  solitary  case  where  a  man  has  gone  to  the 
newspapers  of  the  county  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing what  are  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  believe  my  friend  is  a  profes- 
sional man,  and  I  will  ask  him  if  he  has  not  had 
men  come  into  bis  office  and  often  inquire  of  him 
about  the  bounty  land  law,  and  whether  it  is  not 
in  such  a  paper,  and  whether  he  has  not  seen  it  ? 
I  liav^  met  with  many  such  cases. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  answer  it  with  pleasure.  I 
have  been  asked  often,  and  inquired  of  as  to  the 
different  provisions  of  the  bounty  land  law, 
and 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  (interrupting.)  I  de- 
sire to  inquire  if  the  laws  published  in  trie  news- 
papers would  be  received  as  authority  by  courts 
of  law  without  beins^  certified  to? 

Mr.  HARRIS.    I  suppose  not. 

Mr.  FULLER.    That  is  my  impression. 

Mr.  SMART.  The  argument  of  mv  friend 
proves  too  much.  It  goes  against  the  publication 
of  the  laws  at  all. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  am  against  the  change  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Smart,] 
and  I  see  no  material  benefit  to  any  one  from  the 
publication  of  the  laws  at  all  in  the  newspapers. 
This  is  the  position  I  have  taken,  and  I  think  it 
can  be  maintained;  but  that  is  not  the  question  be- 
fore the  House. 

But  what  is  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Smart]  against  the  present  system  of 
publishing  the  laws,  and  in  fafor  of  the  one  he 
proposes?  His  objection  to  the  present  system  is, 
that  under  it  there  is  an  excessive  amount  of  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  growing  out  of  the  publication 
of  tliese  laws,  and  ne  is  afraid  of,  and  opposed  to, 
this  system,  because  of  its  tendencies  to  consolida- 
tion. Under  the  present  system,  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  to  select  two  newspapers  in  each  State  of 
the  Union  in  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  to  be  printed.  Now,  if  you  refer  to  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  you  will  see  that  under  it  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  select  two  newspapers  in 
each  Congressional  (Ustriet  in  the  Union.  Tne  gen- 
tleman 's  tacts  destroy  his  argument. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  regret  to  interrupt  the  gentle- 
man, but  I  think  he  misapprehends  tne  bill. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  authorized  to  do 
anything  about  the  selection  further  than  to  re- 
ceive testimony  as  to  which  of  the  papers  have  the 
largest  circulation,  and  decide  upon  the  testimony 
according  to  the  evidence.  He  has  no  discretion 
in  the  premises. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  under  the  bill,  as  I  stated 
before,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  have  the  select- 
ing of  the  papers  to  publish  the  laws,  and  the  dis- 
bursing, or  rather  of^  selection  of  the  recipients  of 
$92,200  a  year,  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  instead  of,  under  the  existing 
laws,  $12,200.  You  put  into  his  hands,  to  be 
paid  by  this  Government  to  the  different  presses 
of  the  country,  the  sum  of  $92,200  in  the  place  of 
$12,200.  You  give  him  the  power  to  select — under 
the  rules  the  bill  prescribes — ^two  papers  from  each 
Congressional  district  to  receive  this  patronage, 
instead  of  two  papers  in  each  State.  Does  not  the 
bill  give  him  more  patronage,  than  under  the  law 
as  it  now  exists?  It  gives  nim  ninety-odd  thou- 
sand dollars,  instead  of  twelve  thousand ,  and  it 
gives  him  the  selection  of  four  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  papers  instead  of  sixty. 


But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  we 
are  in  any  great  danger  of  consohdation,  growing 
out  of  this  question  of  publishing  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  newspapers.  Now,  I  am  as  much 
against  a  consolidated  government  as  my  friend 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Smart,]  but  I  cannot  see  In 
,this  question  of  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers 
any  very  great  danger  that  we  are  incurring  of 
consolidating  our  Government.  I  think  my  friend 
from  Maine  is  giving  an  undue  importance  to  the 
distribution  of  this  $12,000  of  patronage.  I  do 
not  think  any  serious  injury  can  result  from  it, 
except  the  small  injury  that  results  to  the  Treas- 
ury— and  under  his  bill  a  much  greater  injury 
would  result  to  it,  than  now  does — -for  the  reason 
that  the  expenditure  of  $80,000  more  a  year,  with- 
out benefiting  the  public  or  any  individual,  except 
the  gentlemen  who  happen  to  get  the  printing.  I 
move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  being  taken  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  when — 

Mr.  SMART  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  inove  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  special  orders. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  upon  the  special  orders,  (Mr.  Olds  in  the 
chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  before  the 
committee  is  the  special  order,  being  Senate  bill 
No,  146,  making  land  warrants  assignable  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  I  propose  to 
submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  a 
few  remarks  in  support  of  the  propositions,  on  the 
subject  of  military  oounty  lemd  warrants,  as  con- 
tained in  the  Senate  bill.  And  it  may  not  be  in- 
appropriate for  me,  at  the  present  time,  to  refer 
bnefly  to  the  history  of  the  proposition  which  is 
now  before  the  committee  for  its  consideration. 
At  an  early  period  of  this  session,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  1  beheve, 
in0h>duced  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  land 
warrants  assignable,  which  are  not  so  under  ex- 
isting laws. 

The  provisions  of  that  proposition  met  with  the 
approbation  of  this  House.  It  was  enacted  into 
a  law,  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  House  could  ac- 
complish that  end,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  its 
concurrence.  After  the  passage  of  that  bill,  the 
honorable  gentleman  fVom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Har- 
ris] submitted  his  joint  resolution  proposing  to 
accomplish  the  same  thing  with  the  first  section  of 
that  law;  but  in  addition  to  that,  it  contains  other 
sections  providing  that  the  receivers  and  registers 
of  the  different  land  offices  in  the  State  where  the 
public  land  is  situated,  should  receive  pay  equal 
to  the  sum  which  they  received  under  the  cash 
entries  for  locating  these  warrants.  And  further, 
that  those  registers  and  receivers  who  have  here- 
tofore located  these  warrants,  should  also  be  paid 
for  their  services  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  The  resolution  contains  other  proposi- 
tions, to  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  my  purpose 
at  this  time  to  refer.  Tliose  resolutions  were  con- 
sidered, and  finally  they  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  which  committee,  after  grave  consid- 
eration and  solemn  consultation,  reported  a  bill 
Jl>ack  to  this  House,  upon  which  it  seemed,  after 
the  report  had  been  made,  there  was  not  two  of 
that  committee  who  were  able  to  agree.  The 
builders  of  Babel  were  not  more  incomprehensible 
to  each  other  than  were  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee after  they  returned  from  their  committee- 
room  into  this  House.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  Donham,]  immediately  after  he 
reported  this  bill,  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  himself,  and  thereupon  a  very  interest- 
ing discussion  grew  up,  confined  principally  lo  the 
members  of  that  committee^  Notwithstanding 
that,  sir,  a  portion  of  that  committee,  with  its 
chairman  at  its  head,  insist  most  pertinaciously 
their  bill  shall  become  the  settled  law.  I  am  op- 
posed to  xhki  bill.  1  am  opposed  to  it  in  substance 
and  in  form. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  further  history  of  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  for  consideration.    While  these  mat- 


ters were  going  on  in  the  House,  the  first  bill  pro- 
viding  for  the  assignability  of  warrants  had  been 
sent  to  the  Senate.    The  Senate  then  took  up  U\e 
whole  subject — the  ioint  resolution  and  all  tlie  pro- 
ceedings which  had  taken  place  in  this  House, 
and,  after  mature  deliberation,. a  bill  passed  that 
body,  which  was  sent  to  this  House  for  its  concor- 
rence,  and  referred  to  this  committee,  and  is  one 
of  the  propositions  to  be  discussed  at  the  present 
time.      The   gentleman    from    Tennessee,  |Mr. 
Harris,]  who  reported  the  first  resolution,  seems 
to  me  to  have  changed  the  ground  he  first  occu- 
pied on  these  resolutions.     A  very  serious  and 
marked  chan^  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  his 
dream.  Notwithstanding  the  Senate  bill  combines, 
almost  word  for  word  and  leuer  for  letter,  the  prop- 
osiiion  as  rnntained  in  his  biH,  he  seems  to  have 
abandoned  his  own  bantling,  and  to  have  fixed 
himself  upon  this  nondescript  reported  by  ihii 
very  select  committee.    Why  this  is  marvelous 
and  strange.    The  Senate  could  not  have  paid  a 
higher  compliment  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see than  it  has  done.     It  naa  imbodied,  as  1  said 
before,  almost  word  for  word  the  same  sentimeot 
and  provisions  which  were  contained  in  bis  origi- 
nal joint  resolution.     I  apprehend  that  no  memMr 
of  this  House  could  have  submitted  a  proposition 
which  would  have  received  a  higher  compliment 
from   the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  than  the 
proposition  has  received  from  that  body  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  submitted. 
Mr.   HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.      If  it  is  any 
gratification  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to  know 
that  I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  proposes  to  pay  registers  and  receivers 
for  services  heretofore  performed,  the  gentleman 
may   have  that  information.     I  introduced  the 
joint  resolution  to  which  the  gentleman  referred, 
upon  (he  first  or  second  day  after  the  organization 
of  the  House,  stating  at   the  time  I  did  so,  that 
they  were  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  previous  ses- 
sion, with  the  Senate  amendments  thereto,  copied 
by  one  of  the  clerks.    I  had  not,  before  oflerinf 
it,  scrutinized  every  feature  it  contained,  my  ob- 
ject being  to  get  the  proposition  to  make  the  war- 
rants assignable  before  the  House,  knowing  the 
House  could  correct  any  defect  that  mi^ht  exist 
They  contained  a  feature  which,  upon  investiga- 
tion, I  condemn,  and  to  which  I  am  opposed,  and 
which  opposition  I  expressed  as  soon  as  I  investi- 
gated the  subject.    I  oppoae  it  for  the  reason  that 
the  existing  laws  provided  for  the  compensauon 
of  these  officers;   and  if  that  compensation  was 
insufficient,  they  were  not  compelled  lo  continue  to 
hold  the  office.    That  feature  is  to  pay  to  r^ten 
and  receivers,  for  services  heretofore  performed  un- 
der the  then  existing  laws,  an  amount  indefinite  as 
to  quantity  and  indefinite  as  to  what  number  are 
to  receive  this  pay.     1  am  against  the  adoption  of 
that  principle,  whether  it  appears  in  the  original 
resolution  introduced  by  myself,  or  in  resolutions 
introduced  by  any  other  gentleman  upon  this  floor, 
and  shall  vote  to  strike  it  from  my  own,  and  every 

C reposition  in  which  it  is  contained,  feeling  it  to 
e  my  duty  when,  upon  investigation,  satisfied 
that  a  proposition  is  wrong,  to  correct  the  error, 
whether  the  proposition  be  reported  by  myself  or 
another. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  (resuming.)  The  ^tie- 
man  is  correct  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  his 
resolutions  were  offered;  they  preceded  the  bill  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  I  understand  when 
a  gentleman  introduces  a  resolution,  whether  he 
has  made  an  exact  copy  of  any  other  resolution 
or  not — whether  he  has  introduced  a  resolution 
which  was  reported  at  the  last  session  of  Con^re« 
or  not,  that  he  indorses  to  the  fullest  extent  every 
sentiment  and  principle  it  contains;  thalhe  adopts 
the  proposition  as  his  own,  and  submits  it  to  the 
House  for  a  candid  and  impartial  considernuon. 
If  the  gentleman  has  had  reason  since  the  time  he 
introduced  this  resolution  to  change  his  opinioitf, 
that  is  a  matter  with  himself;  yet  it  may  very  weU 
be  considered  as  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  those 
who  do  not  understand  the  causes  which  produced 
this  great  change  in  the  mind  of  thegentleman  upon 
this  particular  subject,  and  I  propose  to  show  in  the 
investigation  of  the  subject,  that  the  »^****"  *,"!  • 
the  gentleman  has  just  urged  why  he  changed  hw 
opinions,  is  no  reason  at  all.  The  amount  whicn 
is  to  be  paid  is  not  indefinite .  It  is  capable  of  w- 
ing  ascertained  with  mathematical  certainty,  joai 
propose,  before  taking  my  seat,  to  J^form  the  gw- 
tleman  of  almost  the  precis*  amount  wwch  yw 
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will  be  called  upon  to  legislnie  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, if  the  third  section  of  this  bill  should  be 
adopted.  But  to  i^urn.  After  the  Senate  had 
doat>ite.««s  considered  all  of  these  propositions,  they 
imbodied  a  portion  of  the  provisions  of  each  into 
m  bill  which  passed  that  body,  was  s^t  to  this 
House  for  its  concurrence,  and  which,  with  all  the 
other  propositions  submitted,  are  now  before  this 
committee. 

My  object  is  to  clear  away  from  this  Senate  bill 
all  the  rubbish  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  and 
endeavor,  so  f«fr  as  I  am  capable,  to  show  that  it 
should  be  enacted  into  a  law  with  some  slig^ht 
modifications.  X  modification  I  propose  to  this, 
1  apprehend,  will  remove  all  the  objections  which 
the  gentleman  has  to  that  particular  section  of  the 
law.  to  which  he  has  alluded.  I  hold,  now,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government 
to  reward  every  public  officer — all  its  public  func- 
tionaries, fill  its  agents,  in  proportion  to  therespon- 
aibility  of  the  service  which  they  are  called  upon 
to  discharge.  That  is  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  securing  integrity,  compe- 
tency, and  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
pertaining  to  the  public  offices,  to  allow  snch  com- 
pensation as  will  place  the  officers  beyond  the  reach 
of  tem}itatidn.  1  would  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
firet  section  of  the  Senate  bill. 

The  first  section  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

•*  Be  ii  euucled,  ^-c-jTlmt  all  waminta  for  military  bounty 
land,  whicti  have  burn  or  may  hyereafter  be  isBued  iindor 
«a»y  law  of  the  United  States,  aiul  all  valid  tocations  uf  the 
mine,  wtiicb  have  been,  or  may  herenitcr  be  iiiodef  are 
hereby  declared  to  bo  assignable,  by  deed  or  in*'trunieiU  of 
wrrtlnftt  made  and  executed  after  the  taking  ^ifreri  of  this 
act,  ar^nrdingtn-cuch  foniiand  pnr»uanttoeueh  regulations 
ma  joay  he  proMribed  by  the  Commi«»iouer  of  t|ie' Genera) 
X«aih1  OfSce,  so  ax  |o  ve^t  tjie  assignee  with  all  the  rights  of 
tbe  ori|unal  owners  of  tiie  warrant  or  location:  Provided, 
Tbat  any  person  entitled  to  preeinplion  right  to  oay  land 
•bail  be  aniitlad  to  ii<*e  any  such  land  warraat  ia  pajNuedt 
«f  dw  «aiue,  at  the  rate  of  $1  ti5  per  acre,  for  tlie  quoatity 
of  land  iberein  specified." 

I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  any  time  upon  this 
iirst  sf^ion  of  the  Senate  bill.  Tliat  section  has 
already  raeJt  witl)  the  approbation  of  this  House 
by  aa  almost  unanimous  vote.  There  mi^lit  have 
been  ain  amendment  made  (o  thia  bill,  but!  do  not 
propose  to  make  it,  becaijse  I  desire  that  it  shall 
meet  with  the  hettrty  approbation  of  this  House. 
The  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1851,  restricted  the 
location  of  warrants  to  lands  subject  to  entry  at 
the  passage  of  that  law;  but  as  there  is  another 
proposition  before  this  Hoitse,  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  submitting,  that  relieves  these  war- 
rants of  tlie  restrictions  and  limitatiqns  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  act  of  the  3d 'of  March,  1851, 
I  do  not  see  nt,  and  it  is  not  necessary,  to  disturb 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  at  present, 

1  would  say,  that  the  amendment  which  was 
offered  .  by  Uie  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
is  imbodied  in  this  section,  which  relates  more 
particularly  to  the  form  of  making  the  transfer. 
1  will  now  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  second  sec- 
tion: 

**  Sec. ,2.  Jlnd  he  U  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
<hc  pasffSife  of  ihid  act,  the  rcgifters  and  receivers  of  the 
Onited  States  land  ofHees  f^ball  each'heentitJed'to  receive 
fift;*  c«ms  for  hu  Mrvicee  in  loeathig  each  bounty  land 
wut«iif.by  hin  Jocatcd,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persona 
location  the  Jiauie ;  but  thii^  act  shall  not  be  m  construed  as 
to  allow  any  register  or  receiver  to  receive  nny  greater 
BiaxiinufD  of  salary  and  fees  than  by  law  be  is  now  en- 
titled." 

I  will  ttibmit  whether  an  Amendment  to  this 
section  ia  now  in  order? 

'  Mr.  WILLIAMS.    1  desire  to  make  an  inqui- 
ry of  the  gentlemati,  ad  I  wish  to  vote  correctly. 
Do  you  propose  to  go  back  aiwi  ptty  registers  and 
receivera  fdr  services  heretofore  performed  ?    Is 
there  an  express  or  implied  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  pay  them  for  that  duty .' 
Ok  the  contrary,  under  the  law  authorizing  \^ar- 
rants  to  be  issued  was  it^  not  distinctly  indicated 
that  the  registers  and  receivers  were  to  perform 
this  duty  voltjntariiy?    If  I  am  correct  in  this, 
why  should  we  remunerate  public  officers  forj>er- 
fonning  aduty  which  tliey  have  voluiltarily  agreed 
to  perform.' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    When  1  come  to  this  sec- 
tifiA  of  thiT  i&«f  I  will  Teply  to  the  gentlfeman.    I 
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submit  to  the  Chair,  whether  it  ie  now  in  order  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  second  section .' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Not  until  the  first  section 
is  passed  upon.  That  section  is  still  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  shall  move  at  the  proper 
time,  if  no  other  member  tlo  so,  to  amend  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Where  they  have  been  transferred  under  the  provisions 
of  any  act  ot  CouKreiWy  and  the  regulaUons  of  the  GeneraJ 
Land  Olfice;  ajtd  to  be  paid  qui  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  titatu.s  upon  the  aUjUdUneal  o\'  tiie  accounts  of  such 
officers,  where  it  bhall  be  shown  to  the  satistuction  of  Uie 
Couintissioiier  of  tile  General  Laud  Office  that  the  warraui 
was  lucattfd  by  Uie  soldier  or  warrantee,  ur  hi^  next  of  kiu, 
as  provided  tor  by  law." 

My  object  in  proposing  this  amendment,  is  io 
relieve  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  this  section 
of  the  law,  because  it  takes  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  location  of  these  warrants.  The 
section,  as  it  will  then  read  if  this  amendment 
should  be  permitted  to  prevail,  will  require  the 
iiolder  of  the  warrant,  whether  lie  be  an  assif^nee 
of  the  original  warrantee,  or  the  original  warrantee 
himself,  to  looate  these  warrants  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. The  objection  which  has  been  urged  to 
this  section  of  tlie  biH,  then  will  be  wholly  and  en- 
tirely obviated.  The  question  then  recurs  as  to 
the  justice  and  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
section  as  it  stands  amended,  it  is  well  known, 
that  under  the  cash  system,  which  has  always 
been  in  operation,  public  officers^  for  their  remu- 
neration, receive  a  certain  percentage  for  the  en- 
try of  every  tract  of  land.  That  constitutes  the 
compensfation  for  the  labor  which  they  are  required 
to  perform.  Now^  for  the  purpose  of  slioWing  to 
the  committee  the  nature  ol  the  service  which  the 
land  otRcere  are  required  to  perform  in  entering  a 
tract  of  land^  1  wilt  send  to  the  Speaker's  table  a 
reply  to  interrogatories  which  1  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Gkhcral  Land  Orric£,  Jtmuai^  93, 18^. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  ibi;  32lst  instant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fees  of  registers  and  receivers,  I  have  the  honor 
to  iuturni  you,  thai — 

For  cash  entries  eaioli  register  and  receiver  i«  entfUed  Co 
one  per  ceuli  ou  tiie  money  paid,  whicb  fpr  16U  acres  Is  ^. 
This  percentage  is  paid  by  the  Government,  and  is  all  that 
is  allowed  to  theiie  utiicers  lor  cash  entries. 
*  For  locaitouK  by  warrant,  each  register  and  receiver  is 
entitled,  under  tlio  act  of  May  17,  Jb48,  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  fifty  cents;  for  tbrty  acreH,  iweiiiy-tive 
cents.  This  is  paid  by  Uie  locator,  and  applies  to  warrants 
issued  under  the  law  of  February  11,1847,  only.  Fur  tlie 
location  of  warrants  under  the  act  of  September  2t<,  I80O, 
no  tee  is  allowed  by  law. 

Jn  eu$h  entries,  i^ie  register  jnotcs  theaalc  on  his  platy 
and  tract  book,  tiles  one  certificate,  and  enters  the  sale  in 
his  moutlily  returns,  in  cask  sates,  the  receiter  I8.<ues 
one  receipt  for  the  money,  enters  tlic  name  of  the  purchaser 
iu  his  inoiitbly  returiM,  atui  aceovntii  for  ttio  money. 

in  tlie  location  of  a  land  warrant,  iheregiUer  notes  the 
locution  on  his  plat  and  tract  book,  tills  one  certificate, 
fills  one  application,  and  attests  the  signature  of  the  locator, 
certifies  Uiat  the  location  is  correct,  fiUsupthe  affidavit  tliat 
tlie  land  is  uncultivated,  S(>Cw»  enters  Uie  hieation  in  his 
inonthly  return,  and  when  errors  are  discerned  in  the  loca- 
tion or  deticrjptjou  of  the  tract,  or  the  a»'sigiHiient  is  erro- 
neous, the  pupers  sre  returned  to  him  for  correction, and  he 
is  required  to  notify  Uih  parties,  and  the  correspondence  is 
often  voluuiin<>us  and  long  eontiaued. 

In  the  location  of  a  land  warrant,  the  receioer  joins  the 
regit>ter  in  ccrUfying  the  location. 

In  c<t«A  ciitries,  where  errors  occur,  or  conflictions  arise, 
the  registers  and  receivers  tVequenliy  are  required  to  uiake 
examinaUons  and  conduct  corres|»oudvnce,  but,  generally, 
the  necemiary  labor  attending  the  location  o:  a  warrant  is  far 
greater  than  the  duties  required  in  cash  sates. 

I  inclose  copy  of  the  law  oi"  17  May,  1848,  from  which  you 
will  perceive,  that  when  a  warrant  is  located  by  or  for  the 
soldier,  no  fee  is  allowed  the  laud  ofiicer. 

Very  respecU'uily,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTTEttFJELD,  VommUsioner. 

Hon.  Tuonrsox  Campbell, 

House  of  Rejire$etitittwee. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hand  of  their  Secretary,  Abbdet  Diceiks, 
Esq-,  transmitting  suiidry  bills,  and  asking  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  thereinj 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  resumed.  The  operation  of 
this  section  of  the  law  is  prospective,  and  proposes 
to  pay  to  roisters  and  receivem  the  same  com- 
pensation for  the  location  of  w&rrana  hereaAer, 
which  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
where  land  was  entered  Under  thto  cash  system. 

Mr,  MASON.     With  the  perittisatm  of  the 


.  gentleman,  I  wish  to  ask  him  a  question,  for  1  de- 
I  sire  to  have  some  information  upon  this  subject. 
I  If  this  proposed  compensation  to  registers  and 
I  receiver^  is  not  granted,  will  the  public  service 
;  suffer  at  all  by  these  men  resigning,  nitd  the  ioa- 
j  bility  of  the  Government  to  get  othei«  at  the  same 
!  salary,  without  additional  compensation.^  1  shouHl 
;  like  to  hear  the  gentleman's  views  upon  that  sub^ 
ject,us  he  lives  in  a  section  of  country  where  these 
receivers  and  registers  live. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Well,  sir.  with  us,  r^ 
sponsible  men— men  capable  of  discharging  the 
duties  of  a  responsible  office,  require  for  their  ser- 
vices a  sufficient  salary,  and  if  fhey  did  resign  fdr 
want  of  it,  we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of 
sending  to  the  gentleman's  Stale  to  get  men  who 
would  be  willing  to  attend  to  the  diities  of  this 
offioe  for  the  Government  of  the  tJniled  Slates, 
without  receiving  a  competent  remuneration  there- 
for. We  have  no  men  of  that  description  in  the 
Slate  of  Illinois,  where  I  reside.  1  now  propose 
'  to  proceed  with  the  discu-ssion  of  this  subject.  My 
'  time  is  rapidly  passing  away,  and  the  gentleman 
will  have  full  opportunity  of  replyin/o;  to  me. 
Q,uesijons  of  the  kind  which  have  been  pi-d- 
fjrounded  to  me^  are  not  calculated  to  shed  much 
light  op  the  subject  now  under  consideration. 

As  I  stated  before,  the  operation  of  this  sectioh 
of  the  bill  is  prospective,  and  proposes  to  pay  to 
registers  and  receivers  the  same  compensatibp 
which  thev  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  the  nrst  organization  of  the  land  systein,  I 
believe,  up  to  the  present  time,  for  their  services. 
Now,  the  only  question  is,  is  it  right-^is  it  just.' 
The  Government  selects  its  agents,  and  it  pays 
them  a  percentage  for  performing  a  certain  duty. 
The  Government  sees  fit  to  chahge  its  policy:  in- 
stead of  disposing  of  its  lands  for  cash,  it  adople 
a  new  policy,  and  parts  with  all  its  interest  in  thosi 
lands  by  a  different  jirocessJ  What  is  the  nature 
of  that  process?  Why  we  see,  from  the  aH- 
swers  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  to 
the  interrogatoi-ies  which  I  submitted  to  him,  that, 
instead  of  the  labors  of  these  officers  being  in  any 
way  decreased,  they  are  greatly  increased  by  this 
new  policy,  and  by  the  j-brms  which  the  Land 
Department  has  adopted  for  the  location  of  these 
warrants.  I  am  linable,  at  this  time,  to  make 
any  distinction  between  a  register  and  a  receiver. 
They  are  both  important  and  responsible  officers. 
Why,  sir,  a  receiver  in  the  district  in  which  1  re- 
side, is  under  the  necessity  of  entering:  into  bond 
ih  the  sum  of  §100,000.  Is  any  man  for  the  paltry 
salary  that  is  not  sufficient  to  support  him,  will- 
ing to  execute  a  bond  to  the  aniount  of  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  when  he  is  to  receive  no  remu- 
neration for  the  risk  whicJi  he  incurs?  1  appre- 
hend not.  These  land  officers  are  highly  respon- 
sible. There  are  judicial  attributes  which  attach 
to  them.  There  are  frequently  vexed  question^ 
presented  to  them,  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
decide  with  regard  to  the  preemption  laws.  They 
are  required  to  take  testimony,  and  dec'ide  upon 
that  testimony,  and  the  rights  of  the  settler  are 
deeply  involved  in  their  decisions.  For  these  rea- 
sons ft  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  the  moift 
responsible  men  to  diSc.hhrg^  these  duties. 

Now  the  proposition  which  1  make  is  for  th;6 
warrantees  or  holders,  whoever  they  inay  be,  tb 
pay  the  fee  which  is  requii'ed  to  be  paid  for  the 
location  of  these  warrants.  That  is,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  only  two  dollai^s*--not  quite 
two  acres  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  they  receive  by  the  location.  I 
submit  to  gcfntlemen  if  that  is  uni*eoi»)nable,  6r  ih 
any  way  unjust?  While  you  are  just  artd  ffenet'- 
ous  to  the  soldier  who  has  fouglit  your  battles, do 
not  tarnish  thie  spleiidor  of  your  oountyHjy  any 
dct  of  injustice  to  another  class,  who  have  been 
called  from  the  walks  of  private  life  to  the  dis- 
charge of  an  indispensable  piiblic  trust.  If  the 
system  which  has  been  practiced  on  for  years  is 
just  and  reasonable,  then  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  proviwons  which  are  contained  in  tht 
second  seetion  of  the  bill. 

1  now  aslr  th^  ddrlr  tJ^  read  the  third  fcction  df 
thcsbill. 
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The  Clbrk  read  the  section,  as  foUoWs: 
(«  Rbc.  3.  JSnd  bt  U  fwrtker  enaettd,  Tb«t  regisiera  and 
receivers,  whether  in  or  out  of  office  at  the  paswage  of  this 
act,  or  their  legal  represontatiTeB  ia  case  of  deaths  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  irom  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
fpr  services  heretofore  performed  in  focatijig  miliury  boun- 
ty land  warrants,  tlie  same  rate  of  compensation  provided 
in  the  preceding  section  for  services  hereafter  to  be  per- 
formed, after  deducting  the  amount  already  received  by 
such  officers  under  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  require  the 

<  holders  of  military  land  warrants  to  compensate  the  land 
*  officers  of  the  United  States  for  service*  in  relation  to  the 

<  location  of  those  warrants,'  approved  May  seventeenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  Ibrty-eight:  Provided.  That  no  re- 
gister or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  part  services  who  has  charged  and  received 
illegal  fees  for  the  location  of  such  warrants :  Jtnd  provided 
Ktrther,  That  no  register  or  receiver  shall  receive  for  his 
•ervices  during  any  year  a  greater  compensation  than  the 
maximum  now  allowed  by  law." 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  That  is  the  section  of  the 
bill,  I  apprehend,  to  which  the  greatest  objection 
will  be  urged.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  WiLMAMS,]  whose  question  I  promised  to 
answer  when  I  took  up  this  section  for  discussion, 
asked  me  whether  there  was  any  contract,  either 
express  or  implied,  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  pay  these  registers  and  receivers  for  this  service. 
Sir,  tnere  is  that  implied  contract  which  is  good 
in  law,  between  man  and  man,  that  where  services 
are  rendered  at  the  request  of  another,  he  is  bound 
in  law  to  pay  a  reasonable  compensation  for  those 
services.  That  is  the  ground  upon  which  we  ask 
that  these  officers  shaJl  be  compensated  for  ser- 
Tices  whicli  they  have  heretofore  rendered. 

Mr.  CLARK.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
also  asked  whether  the  Taw  of  1850  did  not  actu- 
ally prohibit  registers  and  receivers  from  receiving 
compensation  ?  I  answer  that  the  law  makes  no 
such  prohibition;  it  is  merely  silent  on  the  subject, 
and  tnat  was  unquestionably  an  oversight. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  What  was  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  that  law  is  a  matter  of  no  im- 
portance to  me  in  the  discussion  of  the  right  now 
under  consideration.  The  question  which  I  pre- 
sent is,  is  it  right  that  they  should  receive  this 
compensation  ?  Sir,  I  do  not  belong  to  that  class 
of  men  who,  in  investigating  a  question  of  right, 
stop  to  count  the  dollars  and  cents  which  will  come 
out  of  the  Treasury.  I  desire  first  to  ascertain 
whether  it  is  just,  and  then  the  other  must  follow 
as  a  natural  and  inavitabla  consequence. 

Mr.  FULLER.  Did  not  the  laborer  who  came 
in  at  the  eleventh  hour  receive  as  much  pay  as  the 
one  who  had  labored  the  whole  day? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  We  are  also  told  that  the 
just  and  faithful  servant,  who  knew  his  master's 
will,  and  did  it,  received  his  just  reward. 

I  desire  now  to  reliere  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Harris]  of  the  objection  which  he 
ur^ed  to  this  section  of  the  bill,  that  the  sum  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  so 
mdefinite  that  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  ex- 
tent of  it.  There  has  been  much  said  upon  this 
question.  Some  have  rated  the  amount  at  |500,000, 
and  others  at  a  still  more  exorbitant  rate,  with- 
out, I  think,  making  any  calculations  from  the 
correct  data  which  they  had  in  their  posses- 
sion. I  have  made  an  estimate,  based  upon  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 
Office;  it  may  not  be  precisely  the  sum,  but  it  will 
Tary  very  little  from  it,  and  I  will  read  it  for  the 
information  of  the  committee,  and  particularly  of 
those  gentlemen  who  urge  this  most  special  objec- 
tion to  this  section  of  the  bill: 
Up  to  November  1,  1851,  there  was  located  of 

Mexican  warrants 66,618 

It  is  estimated  that  out  of  this  number 
there  was  located  before  May  17, 1848, 
and  for  which  no  compensation  was 

allowed,  say ^ 10,000 

That  is  a  very  reasonable  calculation  for  the 
amount  of  warrants  that  were  located  during  the 
first  year;  they  were  slowly  issued  and  were  slow- 
ly entered. 

Out  of  the  whole  number  located 66,618 

The  numbar  of  40  acre  warrants  are,  say      5,018 

61,600 
Under  the  act  of  May  17, 1848,  land  officers  have 
received  half  pay  (twenty-five  cents  each)  for 
locating  40  acre  warrants:  there  would  be  due 
for  them,  therefore,  for  40  acre  warrants  lo- 
cated   ^ ^ 13,509 

There  would  be  dut,  trader  the  Semite  bill  for  lo- 
ciiting  ten  thoasand  IfiD  aery  wiurnuits  up  to 


May  17, 1848,  for  which  land  officers  have  re- 
ceived no  compensation $40,000 

There  have  been  located  since  the  passage  of  the 
law  of  May  17, 1848,  for  which  each  land  officer 
has  received  fifty  cents  each,  the  following  num- 
ber of  warrants,  say - 51,618 

There  would  be  due  to  the  officers  for  locating 
that  number  of  warrants  under  Senate  bill, 
say $153,854 

Add  to  that  sum  the  balance  due  for  lo- 
cating 40  acre  warrants  and  160  acres, 
for  which  no  compensation  has  been 
paid 42,509 

Or  the  new  issue  of  warrants  under  the 
act  of  September  28, 1850,  there  have 
been  located  (say)  3,708  warrants. 
Upon  these  there  has  been  nothing  paid. 
AdouI  one  half  of  this  number  are  40 
acres;  one  third,  80  acres;  one  sixth, 
160  acres.  For  locating  these  warrants 
of  the  last  issue  at  the  rate  of  compen- 
sation allowed  by  Senate  bill  tnere 
would  be  due 6»798 


$203,161 
Elstimated  amount  to  be  deducted  for  those 
officers  where  there  have  been  a  great 
many. warrants  located  and  large  cash 
entries  made,  and  where  the  officers 
have  received  already  the  maximum 
allowed  by  hiw,  say. 20,000 

Leaving  to  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  . .  $183,161 

These  are  calculations  which  I  have  made,  and 
which  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  ex- 
amine the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  will  find  to  be  correct,  within  a 
very  small  amount  at  least,  if  it  varies  at  all. 

Now,  this  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  appro- 
priate $183,161  for  compensating  the  public  offi- 
cers who  have  discharged  faithfully  their  duties  to 
the  Gkivernment.  Is  that  right,  or  is  it^rong?  Is 
it  right  when  land  is  enterS  for  money  that  the 
Gt>vemraent  should  pay  a  percentage  on  that  land? 
Is  it  right,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  integrity 
and  competency  in  those  public  officers,  that  they 
should  receive  a  just  compensation — an  equal 
reward  fov  the  labor  they  are  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge? There  seems  to  be  some  little  doubt  as 
to  the  reasons  which  impelled  the  enactment  of 
thii4aw,  or  rather  which  prevented  the  insertion 
of  a  provision  in  that  law  that  these  officers  should 
receive  an  adequate  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices. Now,  I  understana  the  state  of  the  case  to 
be  this:  The  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
bestowing  the  bounty  contained  in  the  bill  upon  |. 
those  who  had  servea  their  country  as  soldiers,  in 
all  the  wars  since  the  Revolution,  viewed  it  in  the 
light  of  a  gratuity,  which  was  to  cost  the  recipi^ 
ent  nothing,  and  therefore  required  the  land  offi- 
cers to  perform  the  labor  of  locating  free  of  charge, 
thereby  transferring  a  duty  which  belonged  to  me 
Gk>vemment,  to  the  single  shoulders  or  the  poor 
officer,  and  that,  too,  without  fee  or  compensation 
of  any  kind. 

This,  in  some  cases,  might  be  considered  a  cor- 
rect principle;  but  I  think  in  the  present  case  it  is 
a  misapplication  of  the  principle,  if  it  be  a  correct 
one.  It  will  'be  observed  here,  that  these  public 
officers  receive  their  compensation  from  fees  alone. 
Now,  in  making  this  assertion  it  may  be  answered, 
that  they  receive  a  salary.  What  is  the  salary  of 
one  of  these  officers  ?  Why,  it  is  $500  per  annum. 
And  is  the  extent  of  this  salary  merely,  sufficient 
to  pay  their  office  rent,  and  their  other  incidental 
expenses  connected  with  their  office  duties  ?  When 
this  system  of  locating  lands  by  warrants  was 
adopted  by  the  Qovemment,  locations  were  greatly 
increased,  and  the  labor  of  the  officers,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  was  greatly  increased;  at  the 
same  time,  many  of  the  officers  who  I  know  in 
the  Slate  of  Illinois,  as  well  as  in  the  States  of 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  were  compelled  to  hire  ad- 
ditional clerks  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
business  of  their  offices.  Yet,  all  they  had  to  pay 
this  clerk  hire  with  was  the  $500  which  they  re- 
ceived as  salary.  And  out  of  that  their  rent  for 
offices,  and  all  their  incidental  expenses  connected 
with  the  business  of  their  offices,  was  to  be  paid. 
Now,  is  there  any  principle  in  political  economy, 
is  there  any  principle  in  morals,  that  would  sus- 
tain a  Government  like  this,  in  reauiring  these  of- 
fices jor  4Cint9  to  disefaaige  their  laborious  duties 


without  giving  them  a  reasonable  compenntioo 
for  their  services?    Is  it  right,  when  land  it  en^ 
tered  with  cash,  that  tliese  ofiicers  shall  be  paid 
$2  for  each  entry  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  when  the  Government  requires 
them  to  perform  a  greater  amount  of  labor,  that 
it  should  say  to  them,  '*  We  will  not  pay  you  any- 
thing; and  if  you  do  not  like  it  you  may  resign  r' 
Magnanimous  sentiment!  UnantmtraiUaqtvMuiU! 
Prqfowut  $UUetmansf^  !  that  i^e  Government  wiU 
not  pay  these  officers  for  their  services,  and  then 
say  if  they  are  not  sufficiently  worthy  or  philan- 
thropic or  patriotic  to  perform  the  labor  without 
pay,  that'they  can  resign.    Why,  I  tell  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mason, j  that  1  ap- 
prehend he  can  find  a  plenty  of  men  in  hit  own 
State — nay,  in  his  own  district,  who  would  wil- 
lingly underbid  him  for  the  very  situation  be  now 
occupies.    That  policy  which  looks  to  the  loweti 
price,  for  whidi  high  responsible  offices  in  the 
country  can  be  fillra,  is  grovelling  in  its  aim, 
unstatesman-like  in  its  economy,  and  in  Uie  end 
disastrous  to  the  public  interest.    If  you  detire  to 
hold  your  public  officers  to  a  strict  accountability; 
if  you  desire  to  hold  them  to  a  hieh  responsibility, 
let  the  Government  never  adopt  Uie  policy  of  cre> 
atiog  necessity,  and  then  holo  up  before  him  the 
most  alluring  temptations.     Why,  it  is  nid  that 
many  of  these  omcers  avail  themselves  of  tbeir 
situation  and  of  their  position,  to  speculate  in  tbest 
warrants.    AU  that  may  be  true.    I  do  not  pre* 
tend  to  deny  that  there  are  men  who  have  dis- 
regarded their  instructions,  who  have  violated  the 
law,  and  who  have  made  fortunes  out  of  these  of- 
fices.   But  is  that  any  reason  why  a  just  man, 
who  has  discharged  faithfully  and  honestly  the 
duties  which  the  law  has  miposed  upon  him, 
should  be  made  to  suffer  with  tne  guilty,  or  that 
he  should  receive  nothing  for  the  labor  which 
he  has  performed  for  his  Government? 

[Here  the  hammer  fell,  the  hour  baring  expired.] 
Mr.  BRENTON.  I  regretted  that  the  time  wu 
limited  for  this  discussion  to  so  short  a  period,  not 
that  it  was  my  desire  to  occupy  much  of  the 
time  of  the  committee  with  any  remarks  I  mighi 
have  to  make.  Far  from  it.  Nor  do  I  desire  ts 
consume  a  single  moment  of  the  present  time  of 
the  committee  on  any  subject,  other  than  that  now 
under  consideration.  The  proposition  in  this  bill 
has  been  correctly  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Campbell.]  out  there  are  some  im- 
portant Micts  connected  with  this  measure,  which 
It  is  important  that  every  member  of  this  com- 
mittee snould  be  acquainted  with,  in  order  to  vote 
understandingly  upon  its  provisions. 

I  desire  to  say,  as  regards  the  first  provision  of 
the  Senate  bill,  I  believe  there  is  no  division  of 
sentiment  here.  The  House  has,  by  a  prerioui 
vote,  passed  almost  unanimously  upon  thst  prop- 
osition, and  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  discus 
it.  But  it  is  mainly  with  reference  to  the  Mcond 
and  third  sections  that  objections  have  been  raised. 
The  ground  of  that  objection  will  be  removed,  so 
far  as  .the  second  section  is  concerned,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  proridin^ 
for  the  location  of  these  land  warrants,  the  per- 
son locating  them,  whether  the  original  warrantee 
or  the  assignee  of  the  warrant,  shall  pay  to  these 
officers,  for  the  trouble  of  locating  them,  thereby 
relieving,  in  all  time  to  come,  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation  irom  any  expense  whatever  upon  the  sub- 
ject. But  I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  contended, 
and  may  still  be  contended  by  some,  that  th^e 
officers  are  not  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  lo- 
cation of  warrants,  notwithstanding  thatcompeoA' 
tion  may  be  paid  by  the  holders  themselves.  Now, 
any  gentleman,  having  any  practical  experience  m 
connection  with  the  operation  of  our  land  offices, 
or  who  has  for  a  n\,oment  informed  himself  in  ref- 
erence to  the  amount  of  labor  necessary  to  be  per- 
formed in  the  location  of  warrants,  cannot  assume 
grounds  of  this  character.  I  speak  upon  this 
question  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  the  amount 
of  labor  necessarily  performed  by  the  officers  of 
Government  in  the  location  of  these  warrantSi 
when  compared  with  the  labor  necessary  to  dis- 
pose of  the  publicdomain  for  cash,  is,  at  least  three 
times  as  much.  And  this  kkbor,  which  the  officers 
are  called  upon  to  oerform,  requires  some  c^"*P^" 
satibn  at  your  hands,  and  the  question  addresses 
itself  to  every  member  of  this  House;  and  every 
member,  who  will  carefully  examine  .**»•  F°?^ 
of  their  application,and  the  ontars of  their  daiia^ 
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must,  upon  the  principles  of  strictest  equity,  grant 
their  re4uest.    1  need  not  dwell  upon  this  point, 
in  consequence  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
eentleman  Trom  Illinois  [Air.  Campbell]  obviating 
Sie  difficulties  which  have,  heretofore,  been  urged. 
I  know  this  is  a  very  delicate  question,  and  pro> 
poses  to  withdraw  money  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury, and  on  which  gentlemen,  who  pause,  reflect, 
and  look  about  them,  and  like  all  bills  connected 
with  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys,  require 
mature  consideration.    No  appropriation  should 
be  made,  no  authority  should  be  given  to  draw 
money  from  the  public  Treasury,  unless  there  is 
good  ground  for  so  doing,  and  unless  the  interest 
of  the  country  demand  that  such  appropriation 
should  be  made.    The  difficulty,  then,  being  ob> 
viafted  by  the  amendment  proposed  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Campbbll,]  as  regards 
this  second  section,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
consume  time  in  directing  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  iu 

I  wish  to  state  that  there  is  certainly  a  mistake, 
under  which  members  of  the  committee  are  labor- 
in|:,  as  regards  the  true  nature  of  the  labor  per- 
fbroaed,  and  the  true  natureof  the  claim  here  urtred, 
upon  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Gkivernment. 
And  I  wisn  to  show  the  progress  made  in  locating 
these  warrants  during  the  years  of  1847,  '48,  '49, 
'50,  and  three  quarters  of  1851,  inclusive;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  exhibit  the  amount  of  cash  sales 
during  the  same  period.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  shows,  as  follows: 

In  1847  the  essb  value  of  warrants  located  waa  $989,850 

While  the  cash  tales  amounted  to 3,996,404 

In  1848  the  value  of  wairant^ located  was.... 8,861,300 

Wlrile  the  cash  sales  amounted  to 9,091^15 

In  1840  the  value  of  the  warrants  located  was  4,956,900 

While  the  cash  sales  amounted  to 1,756,890 

In  1850  the  value  of  warranis  located  was....  3,709,600 

While  the  cash  sales  amounted  to 1,818,899 

In  three  quarters  of  1851  the  value  of  warrants 

located  was 1,799,000 

The  cash  sales  for  the  same  period  was 1,933,119 

Total.: $94,956,407 

Of  thia  amount  $19,839,550  are  for  the  cash  value  of  Mex- 
ican warrants  locates  up  to  the  dose  of  the  third  quarter 
«ri861. 

Having,  myself,  been  connected  with  the  Land 
Office  for  a  number  of  years,  when  I  speak  upon 
the  subject,  in  regard  to  tacts  connected  with  it,  1 
speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge. 

There  have  been  issued  under  the  act  of  1847 — 
up  to  the  Ist  of  November,  1851—80,781  Mexi- 
can warrants  of  this  number  66,618  up  to  that 
date. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
two  or  three  additional  facts:  Ist,  Of  the  whole 
number  located,  33,502,  or  more  than  one  half  of 
the  whole  number,-  were  located  prior  to  the  close 
of  the  third  quarter  of  1849,  and  ^consequendv  by 
the  former  officers;  while  less  than  one  hair,  or 
33,116,  were  located  by  the  present  officers.  2d, 
About  one  fourth  of  the  whole  were  located  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  May,  1848,  authorizing 
a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  on  forty  acre  war- 
rants, and  fifty  cents  on  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  warrants,  where  they  were  located  by  as- 
siEnees. 

1  might  appeal  to  my  Democratic  friends,  as 
did  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissell,] 
and  ask  them  to  give  their  support  to  this  bill,  in 
iavor  of  their  Democratic  brethren  who  are  now 
out  of  office. 

Again:  there  have  been  already  issued  up  to  the 
Ist  of  November,  1851,54,201  warrants  under  the 
act  of  1850;  and  this  number  will  be  increased 
during  the  next  year  to  near  150,000.  For-  the 
.  compensation  of  officers,  who  are  required  to  locate 
these,  no  provision  is  made. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  compensation,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  if  I 
detain  the.  committee  a  little  longer,  in  order  to 
notice  some  of  the  objections  asainst  it.  My  col- 
league, who  reported  the  amendment  from  tne  se- 
lect committee,  says: 

«  We  provide  for  the  future  claims  of  oft  cers  for  locating 
tbeM  warrants,  that  the  register  and  receiver  is  to  receive 
sseb  ifty  cents.'* 

That  is  the  fee  which  they  are  now  entitled  to 

for  locating  forty  acres  of  land,  at  one  per  cent. 

upon  the  money  received  by  each  officer.    He 

then  fays: 

"  I  submit  to  the  House,  that  there  is  no  more  trouble  in 
the  Wieation  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  than  there  is  in 
loettdof  fortjr  serss  of  land.  We,  thereibre,  ought  not  to 
yay  Mqr  nors  la  the  eas  csm  than  the  other." 


If  this  is  a  correct  conclusion,  then  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  in  reference  to  cash  sales,  is  all 
wrone ,  and  has  been.  And  /submit  to  the  House 
that  there  is  no  more  trouble  in  selling  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  for  cash,  than  there  is  in 
selling  forty  acres.  Therefore,  according  to  his 
argument,  you  should  pay  no  more  in  the  one 
case  than  the  other.  But  has  the  principle  been 
heretofore  recognized  by  the  Government?  By  no 
means.  Since  1818,  the  Government  has  paid  for 
selling  forty  acres  of  hind,  at  j^l  25  per  acre,  fifly 
cents;  and  for  selling  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
at  the  same  price,  |2.    Is  not  this  equitable? 

I  must  now  briefly  notice  some  objections  urged 
against  paying  land  officers  for  services  already 
rendered;  but  this  question  has  been  so  fully,  for- 
cibly, and  ably  discussed  by  other  gentlemen,  that 
I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  say  much  in  reference 
to  it. 

The  justness  of  this  claim  has  been,  to  some  ex- 
tent, admitted  by  my  colleague  in  reference  to 
most  of  these  claimants.  He  says:  ''It  may  be 
possible  that  in  some  of  the  offices  labor  has 
been  done  for  which  their  fees  and  salary  have 
not  been  an  adequate  compensation."  He  says 
further:  "  If  their  cases  are  meritorious,  undoubt- 
edly the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  be 
disposed  to  grant  relief."  Now,  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  all  these  cases  are  meritorious,  I  am  confident 
that  my  colleague,  as  a  part  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  ready  and  willing  to  vote 
now  for  this  relief  and  in  the  form  proposed.  And 
in  order  to  secure  his  vote,  I  shall  undertake  to 
show  that  they  are  all  meritorious. 

Let  me,  however,  notice,  before  going  further, 
the  exception  of  the  eentleman  to  a  few  of  these 
claims.  He  says:  "In  many  of  these  offices  they 
are  not  entitlea  to"  this  relief.  Why?  Because 
''  they  have  in  many  instances  received  almost  the 
maximum  the  law  allow  them  to  receive."  To 
this  it  is  sufficient  answer  to  say,  that  in  all  such 
cases  the  amount  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
will  of  course  be  trifling. 

But  now  for  the  meritorious  character  of  these 
claims:  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  com- 
mencement of  these  remarks  I  gave  an -exhibit  of 
the  cash  sales  and  the  cash  value  of  the  warrants 
which  had  been  located  during  the  past  ^ve  years, 
amounting  to  $24,256,407.  Now,  sir,jif  the  per 
cent,  on  the  wnole  amount  had  been  equally  di- 
vided among  all  the  officers  in  the  United  States, 
it  would  have  given  to  each  officer  onl^  the. 
sum  of  (713;  this,  added  to  their  salaries,  would 
have  made  (1|213  each.  But  when  we  deduct 
the  value  of  the  warrants  from  the  actual  cash  re- 
ceipu,  how  does  the  matter  then  stand  ?  The 
value  of  the  warrants  was  (13,839,550,  leaving 
the  cash  receipts  All, 416,857.  The  per  cent,  on 
this  amount,  equally  divided,  would  be  1^335;  add  to 
this,  their  salary,  and  it  gives  to  each  $835.  But 
when  we  come  to  look  at  the  actual  receipts  at 
the  different  offices  the  true  state  of  the  case  pre- 
sents itself  without  disguise. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  committee  with  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  actual  receipts  at  the  dififerent  offices 
for  the  past  five  years,  but  will  select  1850  as  an 
average  year,  the  cash  receipts  bein^  |1, 818,829. 
There  are  sixty-eight  offices  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  highest  commission  received  at  any  office 
was  $1,23&;  the  next  was  |561;  while  at  eight 
offices  they  received  less  than  $500;  at  twelve, 
$400;  at  thirteen,  £300;  at  six,  $200;  and  at 
eighteen,  $100— so  that  the  receipts  for  that  year 
range  from  $561  down  to  $20,  exclusive  of  their 
salary.  With  this  sum  they  must  support  them- 
selves, pay  their  office-rent,  and  clerk-hire.  Will 
we  compel  them  to  do  it,  and  require  them  at  the 
same  time  to  locate  these  warrants  for  nothing? 

I  did  net  know  that  it  had  entered  into  the  poli- 
cy of  this  Government,  in  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  its  officers,  to  enter  into  an  examination 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  it  would  cost 
a  man  to  live.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  services 
rendered  receive  a  proper  equivalent  ?  But  I  know 
in  the  portion  of  tne  country  where  I  reside,  and 
where  it  is  probable  living  can  be  had  as  cheap  as 
anywhere  else,  that  no  man  can  get  exceedingly 
rich  upon  $500  per  annum — that.no  man  can  get 
very  rich  upon  $800 — that  no  man  can  get  ex- 
tremely wealthy  who  receives  annually  $1,000, 
out  of  which  he  is  compelled  to  support  himself 
and  family.  The  registers  and  receivers  are  com- 
pelled to  furnish  then:  own  clerk-hire,  to  supply 
their  fuel,  and  to  pay  for  their  office-rent  out  of 


the  salary  they  receive.  If  the  Government  would 
meet  these  contingent  expenses,  the  nature  of  the 
case  would  be  changed.  It  is  a  matter  of  impos- 
sibility, supposing  all  their  office  expenses  were 
defrayed,  and  their  family  supplied  with  bread 
and  meat  gratuitously,  for  them  to  become  rich 
receiving  $500  a  year.  It  is  perfectly  idle  to  talk 
about  the  vast  amount  of  money  these  men  receive 
for  the  services  rendered  by  them  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  day  has  passed  by  at  most  of  the 
places  where  these  offices  are  located  when  more 
than  a  liberal  compensation  can  be  obtained.  Ths 
lands  are  being  rapidly  exhausted  in  many  of  the 
States,  and  soon  these  offices  will  be  abolished. 

1  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Campbell,]  however,  in  regard  to  the  amount 
it  will  take  to  liauidate  these  claims  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  I  cannot,  by  any 
examination  I  have  made,  and  I  have  made  the 
most  critical  examination  of  the  reports  from  1847 
to  the  third  quarter  of  1851 — supposing  all  these 
warrants  were  located  without  receiving  anything 
— make  the  amount  as  large  as  that  stated  by  my 
friend. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gendeman  will  per- 
mit me  just  one  word.  I  made  this  calculation, 
intending  it  should  cover  all  the  expenses,  all  the 
compensation,  and  put  it  at  the  very  nighest  figure. 
I  stated  that  it  might  not  be  positively  correct;  but 
I  knew  it  was  large  enough  to  cover  the  entire 
sum'  that  would  be  required  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  as  compensation  for  these  services. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  am  aware  the. gentleman 
has  placed  it  at  the  highest  possible  amount;  but  I 
did  not  allude  to  his  statement  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  controversy  upon  that  question  with  him 
or  any  other  gendeman .  If  he  will  take  the  amount 
of  public  lands  disposed  of  from  the  time  these 
warrants  were  issued  up  to  the  preseiMitime,  fixing 
their  cash  value  at  the  minimum  price,  he  can  a»* 
certain,  to  the  fraction  of  a  cent,  the  precise  value 
of  all  these  lands;  and  then  it  can  be  ascertained 
precisely  what  amount  should  be  paid  to  these 
land  officers  for  the  labor  they  have  performed. 
There  is  no  question  more  susceptible  of  demon- 
stration. It  IS  as  plain  as  fibres  can  make  it,  and 
each  individual,  by  examining,  can  be  satisfied  as 
to  this  point. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  ask  Uie  gentleman  whether 
he  is  not  aware  that  for  the  last  year  the  cash  sales 
at  these  land  offices  have  increased  in  a  greater 
ratio  than  the  entry  of  lands  by  land  warrants? 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  believe  I  stated  in  my  re- 
marks before  that  which  would  answer  the  gentle- 
man's  inquiry.  I  will  say  here,  that  just  in 
proportion  as  the  Mexican  warrants  have  been 
consumed,  the  cash  sales  have  increased,  and, 
during  the  past  year,  there  being  but  few  warrants 
to  be  located,  and  very  few  issued  under  the  act 
of  1851,  the  cash  sales  naturally  would  increase. 
Just  as  these  warrants  are  diminishing,  the  cash 
sales  will  increase.  I  am  fully  aware  of  this  fact, 
and  have  stated  it  before.  These  officers  are  ne- 
cessary to  the  execution  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain; 
and  I  ask,  upon  what  principle  of ,  ustice  can  any 
man,  or  this  Government,  say  to  them  that  these 
laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  but  you  shall  not 
receive  anything  for  your  labor  and  trouble,  and 
the  necessary  expense  attending  the  disposition  of 
the  public  land  ?  If  the  gentlemen  who  represent 
the  Southwestern  States  will  take  the  fpains  to 
examine  the  receipts  of  their  various  offices  for  the 
past  five  years,  they  will  find  that  many  of  their 
officers — their  own  constituents,  have  received  less 
than  $600  for  their  services.  It  has  been  equally 
the  case  in  the  West.  In  my  own  State,  during 
the  past  year,  the  compensation  at  no  office 
reached  $1,000.  There  is,  in  my  mind,  an  objec- 
tion to  the  form  of  the  third  section  of  the  Senate 
bill,  which  objection  was  suggested  by  the  re- 
marks of  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee.  It  may  be,  I  suppose,  so  amended 
as  to  meet  his  views  upon  the  question.  I  have, 
therefore,  an  amendment  which  I  intend  propos- 
ing to  the  third  section  of  this  bill,  in  reference  to 
the  compensation  for  the  past  officers.  I  intend 
moving  to  strike  out  all  previous  to  the  first  pro- 
viso, and  to  insert  the  following  provision: 

•^nW  beUfurtiUr  enaetedf  That  the  CommiMioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  l*  hereby  authorized  and  dirwted  to 
investigate  and  allow  the  claim*  of*  the  fonner  and  present 
registers  and  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  in  the 
United  States,  for  their  services  rendered  prior  to  tha  pas- 
•sge  of  thia  act,  in  locating  oiUitary  bounty  l^ad  wanaatf , 
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l«»ued  undte  the  ftc^u  of  Conjtrest  approved  Kebroary  11, 
18  i7,  nnii  Serrteml^er  39,  1850 ;  tha  ratea  of  comp€iiHaii«»n 
to  be  tUc  same  aa  now  allowed  by  law  on  tl»e  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands  for  ca.<«h,at  the  luininuini  price,  after  deducting 
ttr«  amount  they  may  have  received  fVoin  person*  who  have 
ICKOicd  atoigned  warrants.  And  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treas- 
ury i»  hereby  atitbOrized  and  directed  to  pay  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwi>'c  appropriated,  to  the 
daluianta  Or  their  leWl  represenlailves,  the  amounts  ao 
allowed  by  tlie  Coinuiissinner  of  Uic  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  BRENTON  yielded  the  floof  to 

Mr.  CARTTER,  who  moved  tlie  committee 
rise;  which  motion  was  n^eed  to. 

The  committee  acc6rdin«:ly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  tlie  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  speWnl  order  of  the  House,  beinj^  Senate 
bi!ri46%  entitled  **  An  act  to  make  land  warrants 
oisignable,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  that  it 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. ** 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CARTTER, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  St.  M.^RTIN  :  A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  e«fib- 
WbU  a  uavy-yard  and  depot  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Lowiaiana." 

,  Alan,  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  makins  an  appropriation  for 
the  retnnval  of  tbe  bar  at  the  mouth  or  the  Mi:»siM3ppi  river, 
by  means  of  drcdge-boata,  so  as  to  allow  the  passage  of 
ibc'larctjst  ship"." 

By  Mr.  ALLEY,  wf  Illinois :  A  tin  for  the  ertabllahmont 
of  a  national  (bundry  and  armory  on  the  ate  of  old  Fort 
Massac,  in  liUnpiB. 

Also,  a  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
i^hbllc  Fand9  to  aid  in  tbe  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Bhawneetown,  Illinois,  to  a  point  on  the  .Missi^Mppi  jriver, 
opposite  the  city  of  ^l.  Loui*. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Marion  county,  in  the  i?tate  of  Ililnoi:<,  asking  Coiigrcs? 
to  grant  to  the  actiial  settlers  upon  the  public  lands  on  the 
itne  of  the  Central  Eailroad  in  :«aid  State  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  A  bill  granting  public  lands  to 
the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Oompiny  or  Pennsyivania, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  workx,  and  connect  the 
lake  trade  more  directly  witli  tliu  Atlantic. 


By  Mr.  MILLER:  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  pf 
Adair.  Shelby,  and  Knox  counties,  Mis^uri,  praying  the 
establi.^hraent  of  a  moil  route  from  Shelbyville  to  Kirks- 
ville,  Missouri. 

By  Mf.  McDonald  :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Cap- 
tain Jobhua  Frost,  for  commutation  pay.  - 

Also,  the  petition  of  David  Fowler,  for  pay  for  injuries 
received  while  in  the  employment  of  tbe  United  States. 

By  Mr.  A@HB :  The  memorial  of  R.  -B.  Smith  and  D.  N. 
Brlee.  deputy  marshals,  praying  odditioDal  compeosatiou 
for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS:  The  memorial  of  H.  P.  Norton 
and  290  others,  cirizensofMbnroe  county.  New  York,  pray- 
ing C6ngrei(S  not  to  renew  C.  H.  McCormick's  patent  for  a 
reaping  machine. 

By  Mr.  KURTZ :  The  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  I 
citizens  of  York,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congre^^s  to  lit  out  j 
an  expedition  of  recovery  for  the  6U]>p08ed  lost  crews  of  1 
the  sliips  Erebus  and  Terror  and  for  the  discoverj'  of  Sir  1 
John  Franklin,  if  he  be  yet  in  ezivtcnce,  under  ftucb  au- 
spices and  organization  as  shall  be  deemed  advisable. 

By  Mr.  PIlELPS :  The  petition  of  Francis  Wohlsehl- 
ager,  Joseph  Schmidt,  Carl  Miller,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Bt.  Louitt  county,  Missouri,  prayfnf;  that  a  (lortion  oC  Uie 
public  domain  I)inff  south  ot'  the  river  Des  Percn,  and  ad- 
jacent to  Jetlbrson  Barracks,  Missouri,  be  surveyed  and  sold 
as  pnblic  land. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  H.  Russell,  surviving  partner  of 
late  tinn  of  Brown,  Rtissiell  &.  Co.,  for  indenmity  ibr  lamea 
sustained,  and  pay  for  »er\'ice8  pwformed,  in  executing  a 
contract  for  tlie  trausporliuion  of  military  supplies  to  New 
Mexico. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  !VI.  William?,  for  correction  of 
location  of  land  warrant  and  entry  of  land. 

Alsb,  tlie  petition  of  Jesse  R  Falkner,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Loui.siana :  Tbe  memorial  of  the 

ftcople  of  North  Louisiana  and  Northeastern  Texas,  ask- 
ng  Congress  to  order  a  survey  of  and  make  a  grant  of  land, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  Missuisippi 
river,  at  a  point  near  Vicksbm^,  to  the  Texas  line. 


PET1TI07>S,  &c. 
The  following  memorials,  petition^,  &c.,  wore  prenented 
undct-  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees: 

,  By  Mr.  FAULKNER:  The  petition  ot 

of  Virginia,  and  other  heirs  of  Daniel  Bedinge 
praying  tbr  the  half  pay  and  land  dKe  to  Uicm  for  tbe  ser- 
vices of  the  said  Daniel  Bedinger,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Also,  the  petition  Of  John  LiWejohn,  praving  lo  have 
ftllowed  him  c'ertJiin  items  of  his  account  rejected  by  the 
aecounting  officers  of  the- Government^  for  work  done  at 
Harper's  F^erry.    . 

By  Mr.  cnA?TATN:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Ca«s  coirnt>%  Geor'grii,  and  the  accompan.ving^  tealMn«Sny, 
praying  renraneration  Ibr  property  destroyed  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  while  stationed  at  New  Echota,  in  said 
couatv. 

By  THOMAS  M.  HOW^ :  The  mcraOrird  of  B.  Craw- 
(brd,  A.  Watson,  and  51  other  practical  engineers,  engaged 
ehiefly  in  rmining  steamboats  on  tbe  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  on  tl)e  subject  of  steam-boiler  explosions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  Weynian,  Jacob  McCollister, 
and  others,  rannufactt)rers  and  Journeymen  cigar  makers  of 
the  einr  of  Pittsburg-,  Penns^ylvauia,  praying  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  tbe  tariff  so  as  to  afibrd  a  fair  remuneration  for  their 
labor. 

Aho,  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  Douglass  and  others, 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  praying  that  postmnstersi,  and  all 
otiiers  in  the  em[rfoyment  of  the  C^ovemmeut,  may  be  re- 
lieved from  duty  on  tlie  Christian  Sabbath. 

Also,  sundry  uiemorinls  from  citizens  of  Alleghany  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  representing  the  advantnjrs  of  a  t-pecdy 
constniction  of  a  canal  at  the  Falls  of  the  river  9tc.  Marie, 
Michigan. 

By  Mr.  McLANAH  AN :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Perry 
county,  praying  for  a  mail  route  irom  MlUersiown  to  Ickes- 
bnrg,  in  Perry  county,  aforesaid,  by  tiie  way  of  Donnelly's 
Mill. 

Also,  the  tnomorial  of  the  Hon.  Frederick  Watts,  Presi- 
dent, and  Robert  C.  Walker,  Secretary,  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia State  A^ricaltural  Society,  praying  for  the  establish- 
racnt  of  an  Agricultural  Bureau  by  tlie  General  Government. 
Also,  the  petition  of  R.  porter,  John  Herron,  Thomas 
Rowley,  and  William  Quail,  of  Pittsburg,  PemiKyU-ania, 
praying  for.  additional  qompen^ation  for  their  attendance  as 
witnesses  in  the  United  States  court  at  Washington. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER:  The  petition  or  John  Jenkins  and 
others,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  asking  an  appropriation 
for  the  preservation  of  Wood's  Hole  harbor. 

By  Mr.  HENN:  The  petition  of  Orson  Ifydo,  asking 
compeiisation  for  certain  horses  and  mules  stolen  from  him 
by  the  Cheyenne  Indlanv,  and  for  other  property  stolen  by 
tbe  Pawnee  Indians  in  the  fhll  of  the  year  1851 . 

^190,  (he.  pKOceedingsof  a  meetiBg  of  thestockholdereof 
the  Keokuck  and  Pubuqqe  Railroad  North,  held  atAnamo- 
sa,  on  tlie  Idth  doy  of  Januar>',  1852. 

AHo,  tt»e  proceedings  of  a  meeting'Of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Keokuok  and  Dubuque  Railroad  North,  held  at  Marion, 
on  the  17th  df^  nf  January,  1852. 

By  Mr.  BfROWN,"€>f  M'issfssippi :  The  petition  of  Sonj- 
a«  Dk^tujjb^h^mrnid atben,  fbr^eestoMfsbm^tn  of 
tfttflTtoan  fNMi^9i(icsoii  comt-bouM  to  Poseagoola,  in 
tbe  8tat«  of  MiMlooipfi. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Febnutrif  5,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Morgak. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  repprt  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  10, 
1851,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasuiy,  **  showing,  as  far  as  practicable, 

*  the  amount  of  rations  issued  under  each  contract, 

*  respectively,  made    by  Robert   B.  Carter  aiid 

*  James  Rodday,  for  the  supply  of  rations  to  the 
rime  committees:  |  .  troops,  from  the  1st  of  June,  1812,  to  the  1st  of 
•  Henry  Bedinger,  « June,  iftSj"  which  were  read  and  referred  to 
'i'l'^l'J'l'i^'^^j  I   the  Commiueeon  Military  Affairs.       . 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  /ein.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  rejiort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cora- 
muri^aiing  the  report  ot  the  Light-House  Board, 
appointed  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1851*,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communi- 
cating the  prooeedings  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Military  Asylum,  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1851,  to  found  a  Military  Asylum  for  the 
relitf  and  support  of  invalid  and  disabled  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  connecuon  with  the  above 
report,  subjnitted  the  following  resolution  for  con- 
sideration; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing: 

Resolved^  That  three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  sub- 
mitted by  tiie  Light-House  Board,  and  e^inmUnicated  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treoiury,  l»c  printed,  aod 
that  one  tbomand  of  the  same  be  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Ligbt-Uouse  Board. 

PETITlONa. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  petition  of  Smith 
Minor,  administrator  of  one  of  the  heirs-at-law  o{ 
Lieutenant  Simon  Summers,  an  officer  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  in  the  Continental  Army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, praying  commutation  pay;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  QWIN  presented  four  petitions  of  citizens 
ai  California,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
Branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco,  in  that  State; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taible. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin   Chapman, 

E raying  the  reimbursement  of  moneys  expended 
y  him  for  sabsistenoe  and  transportation  to  citi- 
zens of  the  Umted  States,  em%ianta  to  California; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  A. 
Napier,  praying  that  a  new  ro^ioter  may  be  issued 
for  the  American-buih  shipObed  Mitcnell,  under 
th«  Aomeiof.iiCatt  ^iapiaf ;  wiiich  was  referred  to 
the  Committte  on  Commerce. 


Also,  the  memoirioi  of  Theodore  S.  Fay>  Secre* 
tory  of  the  United  States  Legation  at  Berliispray* 
ing  compensation  fiotr  services  as  Cliarge'd'Afiairft) 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. . 

Mr»  SEWARD.  I  am  requested  to  submit  the 
petition  of.  Daniel  B.  Ellis  and  others,  heirs  of 
Benjamin  Ellis,  residing  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, stating  that  in  tlie  year  1778  the  said  Henjju 
janiin  Ellis  loaned  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  rerolu* 
tionary  war,  ^1,D(>0  in  specie;  that  they  were  aft 
terwards  paid  the  sum  of  $1 ,000  in  Continenu^ 
money,  wbich  was  €0  depreciated  that  they  never 
received  for  it  but  J168.  They  pray  Congress  to 
jmss  an  act  authorizing  the  Treasury  Department 
to  pay  them  the  balance.  I  move  that  it  be  re« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD  also  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Bnfialo,  New  York,  praying  that  the 
bill  giving  further  remedies  to  patentees  may  be» 
come  a  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiliee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patetit  OlMce. 

Also,  three  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Jind  Pennsylvania,  pra^ng 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  amicable  adjust- 
ment or  international  controversies;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  widow  of  Henry  Scvely,  Captain  of  the  pii^ 
vateer  **  Nonsuch"  during*  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  the  payment  of  certain  arrear- 
ages of  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ndval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Borden- 
town,  New  Jersey,  praying  that  the  law  abolish- 
inp  flocrging  in  the  Navy  may  not  be  repealed; 
wnich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  -   r 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citiT^ens  of  Marlon  county,  Illinois,  in 
favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  granting  a  rea- 
sonable preemption  to  actual  settlers  along  the  lint 
of  the  Ilhnoia  Central  Railroad.;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  thememorial  of  the 
Cbmmissioners  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  at  Fulton,  Missouri,  praying  a  donation  of 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  presented  the  memorial 
of  John  C.  Jones,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  full 
amount  of  his  claims  against  Mexico,  and  not  a 
pro  rata  allowance  of  the  amoimt  appropriated  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
against  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  people  of 
North  Louisiana  and  of  Northeastern  Texas, 
praying  the  right  of  way  and  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river,  in  that 
Stale,  to  the  Texas  line;  whidi  wad  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  memorial  of  Egb- 
ert M.  Hamiltoi^  United  States  Consul  at  Monte- 
video, praying  compensation  for  diplomatic  aer- 
vices;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  citizeni 
of  the  United  States,  praying  for  such  alteration 
of  the  present  tariff  as  will  promote  the  honest  and 
practical  efforts  of  the  importing  merchants,  tha 
best  interests  of  the  farmers,  of  the  roanfacluring 
establishments,  and  fisheries,  ai>d  the  welfere  of 
the  laboring:  people  of  all  classes  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sea- 
ate  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
praying  a  grant  of  public  land  to  enable  that  Siate 
to  make  a  geological  survey  of  that  State;  whicp 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lonoj 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WORKMEN  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 
Mr.  CASS.  I  hold  in  my  band  a  petition  of 
mechanics  and  laborers  lately  employed  on  tlie  ex- 
tension of  the  wings  of  the  Capitol,. praying  tigt 
tliey  maybe  allowed  to  proceed, with  the  *««. 
They  desira  do  ht.mafiorvkaxt'ihM.  wuk  ^dtmtf 
the  winter,  but  to  wait  for  their  rerauntrtuon  twtu 
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an  appropriation  sTiaH  be  made  for  that  purpose. 
1  have  al«6  a  fetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, and  a  letter  from  the  principal  architect,  rec- 
ommending this  course,  v  ery  strong  reasons  are 
given  why  this  course  should  be  pursued,  as  well 
o^  account  of  the  public  interest  as  from  a  regard 
to  the  condition  of  these  people.  I  desire  that  the 
petition  may  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it  accordingly.  The  me- 
morialists represent  that  they  came  to  Washing- 
ton for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  on  the 
extension  of  the  wings  of  the  United  States  Cap- 
itol, and  many  of  them,  relying  with  confidence 
on  the  Government,  broi^ght  with  them  their  fami- 
lies. They  are  mechanics  and  laboring  men,  upon 
whom  the  resnonsibility  of  a  family  depends. 
They  look  to  Congress  alone  for  relief,  by  allow- 
ing them  on  their  own  responsibility  to  continue 
at  -work  during  the  winter,  with  a  view  to  the 
fature  action  of  Congress. 

The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
the  Hon.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  ana  the  letter  of  the 
Architect,  Mr.  T.  U.  Walter,  were  also  read. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  joint  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  this  subject,  which  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  consider  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows: 

Jtc9f)lofJ  by  tk'e  Senate  and  Houie  of  Repretentative$f 
4^.,  That  the  Arehiiect  of  the  CapitoJ,  untier  the  direciion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  be  and  be  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  continue  in  employment  so  many  of  tlie  mechanics, 
Imborer^,  and  others  employed  in  the  construction  of  the 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  ns  may  be  necesf^ry,  provided  such 
person!*  as  may  be  employed  under  the  nuthority  of  thia 
resolution  consent  to  wait  for  thcfr  pay  any  appropriation 
which  niay  be  hereafter  made  by  Coogress  fortliat  purpose. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  merely  remark,  that  that 
resolution  was  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  or  the  other  House.  A  similar  one 
ia  pending  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  that 
House;  but  it  is  doubtful  when  it  will  come  up. 
They  therefore  wished  me  to  introduce  it  in  tne 
Senate.     Ihope there  will  be  no  objection  to  it. 

TTie  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  the  unanimous 
consent  of  th«  Senate  to  introduce  the  resolution 
M  this  time,  notice  not  having  been  given. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  do  not  object  to  the  object 
of  the  resolution,  because  I  concur  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  in  regard  to  it;  but  I  would 
oufigest  to  him  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
rew  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  suggested  that  course,  but  the 
cbainnan  of  the  cx>ii)mittee  of  the  other  House 
thought  it  unnecessary.  , 

Mr.  HUNTER.  If  that  ia  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  I  will  not  press  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  so  understood  him.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  was  present,  and  'can  bear  wit- 
ness to  it  4 

^  Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  was  spoken  to  this  morn- 
ing by  the  Architect,  and  also  by  the  chairman  of 
the  (Jommittee  on  Public  B.uildings  of  the  other 
House  in  regard  to  the  subject.  They  were  ex- 
trtmtiy  anxious  that  this  resolution  should  be 
))aseea  this  morning;  and  I  hope  that,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  there  will  be 
BO  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  why 
I  shall  object  at  this  time.  If  I  understand  this 
matter,  a  committee  has  been  Appointed  by  the 
other  House  to  investigate  the  sabject,  and  see 
Whether  it  ia  proper  that  the  work  should  go  on'  at 
an.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  improper  at  Uiis  time 
to  pass  a  resolution  requiring  the  work  to  be  con- 
tinued.          

Mr.  CASS.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ar- 
katisas'  is  iihder  a  misapprehension.  There  has 
been  no  consmittee  appointed  by  the  other  Hoose 
t»  investigate  the  subject.  It  is  urider  the  charge 
^f  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  tEe 
Chairman  of  that  committee  was  here  this  morning 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  this  resolutioxt  wouid 
be  passed. 

-  Tbfe  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot  be  received  as 
objection  has  been  made.  Is  any  mottoo  made 
wuh  regard  to  the  memorial  ? 
'  Mr.  SHIELDS.  fmoVe  that  the  memorial  ant) 
M^^ttrs  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Piiblji; 
Buildings. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CXPLOSION  OF  STEAM-BOILERS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  am  requested  to  present  the 
mkmtT^V^f  Alfred  Guthrie.  The  memorial  is 
^Bi#^  ^1^9^  ^^  ^^  etploffioD  of  stef^m  boil* 


ers.  I  wiH  state  its  object  briefly.  This  man  has 
devoted  about  twenty  years  of  his  life  to  this  sub* 
ject.  He  is  a  man  o(  a  strong,  practical,  and 
scientific  mind;  and  he  presents  a  treatise  anda 
scheme  by  which  he  hopes  to  relieve,  in  some 
measure,  the  public  from  ttiose  disasters  which  are 
so  common.  1  have  examined  his  scheme,  and  I 
confess  I  have  been  struck  with  astonishment  at  it. 
It  has  been  submitted  also  to  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  and  some 
of  the  most  scientific  men  m  this  city.  This  man 
does  not  come  forward  to  ask  for  any  appropria- 
tion; but  his  object  is  to  lay  the  result  of  a  life  of 
labor,  upon  this  ajl-iinportant  subject,  before  tlie 
public.  He  has  begged  me  to  present  this  memo- 
rial, and  also  his  treatise,  which  imbodies  the  re- 
sult of  the  experiments  of  a  life  of  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  perhaps  now  in  our  country, 
so  for  as  this  subject  is  concerned.  He  has  been 
employed  in  my  own  State,  and  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  can  bear  me  witness, 
that  at  a  time  when  we  hardly  knew  what  to  do  in 
relation  to  our  canals,  when  we  depended  upon  the 
rivers  for  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  this  man, 
then  comparatively  unknown,  stepped  in  and  pro- 
posed that  water  should  be  sL^plied  from  the  lake. 
At  first  he  was  laughed  at,  but  the  proposition  has 
been  carried  out,  and  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful. I  hold  in  my  hand  his  treatise.  It  has  been 
submitted  to  the  most  scientific  gentlemen  in  Wash- 
ington*^Colonel  Abert  and  otl^rs— ^Lnd,  as  far  as 
lean  learn,  they  pronounce  it  to  be  a  most  remark- 
able result  of  a  liie  of  labor  and  experiment  in  this 
tnatter,  and  as  calculated  to  relieve  as,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  those  disasters  which  have  been  of 
such  frequent  occurrence  in  the  country.  All  that 
I  ask,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  it  will  be  granted, 
is,  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  will  direct  that 
this  will  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  the 
Senate,  that  each  Senator  may  examine  it,  and 
afterwards  such  action  may  be  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

I  would  remark,  though  it  is  not  perhaps  imme- 
diately connected  with  this  subject,  what  struck 
me  when  I  heard  of  its  being  examined  by  scien- 
tific officers  in  this  city.  A  remarkable  thin|, 
which  is  related  in  history,  occuriNed  to  my  mind. 
When  Napoleon  was  preparing  his  great  expedi- 
tion at  Bofoogne — when  he  was  preparing  his  Ho- 
tillafor  the  invasion  of  England,  an  American,  un- 
known at  the  time,  called  upon  htm  and  presented 
a  project  by  which  he  could  invade  England  in 
spite  of  her  fleet.  Napoleon  himself  said  that  he 
examined  it,  and  was  struck  with  the  project,  but 
he  had  not  time  to  give  it  a  thorough  investigation, 
and  he  referred'  it'  to  the  scientifle  men  of  Prance. 
They  pronounced  the  man  crazy,  and  said  he 
ought  to  be  sent  to  a  mad-house.  Yet  that  man 
was  Fulton,  and  Napoleon  lost  the  world  by  ne- 
glecting that  opportunity.  Here  is  the  case  of  a 
man  wno  has  given  a  whole  Kfe  to  a  subject  quite 
as  important  as  the  invasion  of  England  was  at 
that  time.  I  trust  that  the  meitiorial  and  treatise 
will  receive  consideration  and  respect.  I  move 
that  they  be  referired  to  the  Committee  oh  Pruxt- 

They  were  so  referred. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BlTtLER,  it  wAs 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Ouier  and  BieLanghlin,  on 

thefllai  or  the  Senate,  be  reftered  to  the  Ooromitteo  on^tiie 

Poet  Oflice  and  Post  Roads.  •  .      . 

Oh  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Regents  of  theSmith- 

■onion  InMitution,  on  th«  filet  of  the  8eaate,he  r^fenred  lo 

the  Committee  oa  FinancO' 

On  tnotioii  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordiredj  That  the  docuinents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate) 
relating  to  the  claim  of  R.  $.  JQIair,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Military  Afl'airs.    .  , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordertdf  That  the  petition  of  William  B.  Hart,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Oommitteie  on  Indian 
Afl*airff'. 

Additional  documents  were  also  presented  by 
Mr.  Bell,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faif«,  to'  which  wtt  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
widow  of  Marvin  W;  Fisher,  reported  a  bill  for 
her  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  select  committee  to 
^hich  ^a^  referred  (ho  bill  BU^ioj;  agtulpf  ^nq 
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to  theeetetatScat^  of  the  Union  fbr  the  relief  and 
eupport  of  indigent  insane  peramis,  reported  it 
without  amendment.  • 

Mr.  SOULE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  William  C.  Templeton,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  provide  for  a.tri- 
monthly  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz,  via 
Tampico,  and  back,  in  steam  vessels. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing.   The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PLANK  ROADS — MAIL  ROUTES. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  ttte 
joint  resolution  to  establish  certain  mail  routes,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment,  and  asked  for  its 
immediate  consideration. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  tlie  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  its  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  original  resolution  referred 
to  the  committee  was  to  constitute  a  plank  road 
in  the  State  of  New  York  a  post  road;  and  to 
enable  the  Postmaster  General  to  have  the  mail 
carried  therenn.  As  the  general  law  now  stands, 
all  canals  and  railroads  are  post  roads,  and  tl^e 
Postmaster  General  has  a  right  to  contract  for  the  » 
transportation  of  the  mail  thereon.  I  suppose 
plank  roads  would  then  have  been  made  post  roacU 
if  any  had  existed.  There  is  no  reason  why  plahk 
roads  should  not  be  post  roads.  The  amend- 
ments which  the  committee  propose  to  the  resolu- 
tion is,  to  invest  th^  Postmaster  General  with 
power  to  contract,  whenever  it  shall  be  deemed 
proper,  for  the  carrying  of  the  mails  on  plank  roads,, 
and  to  constitute  them  by  law  post  roads  of  the 
United  States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  resolution 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  was  ord^ered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

REPORTS  OF  SURVEYORS  GENERAL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PELCH,  it  WM 

<  Ordftridf  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
wiih  the  reports  of  the  Sorvayort  GeneraJ  9i  lUtnota,  ana 
Missouri,  and  X!)rsgon,  poimmi^catsd  to  the  ^nate  tlM^ 
InKtnnt,  be  printed,  in  connoctvon  with  tne  anauai.repprt.Qf 
the  Coinimit>s;oner  of  the  General  Land  0.^ce,  which  a*- 
comphnied  the  Preddeut's  raeerage  at  the  eommencemeikt 
of  tha  aefEion. 

i      Mr.  FELCH  also  submitted  the  following  reso- 
{  lution;  which  was  read  and  referred  to -^  Oom- 
mitfee  on  Printing:  »         , 

Re$olveif  That  one  thousond  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Comaiiwtinner  of  ths  General  Land  .Office,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate  with  the  annual  m&raafrenf  the  Pru- 
dent, loftethcr  with  the  reports  of  the  Siiry.eyors  General 
of  li'linoiK,  and  Missouri,  and  Oregon,  transmitted  to  Ui^ 
Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  the  9d  Instant, 
be  printed  fiir  the  Use  of  the  Gei^ral  Land  Ot&c».  >    . 

BILL  RETEBftlED. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  Hiram  Moore  and  John  Hascall,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

BILL  PASSED. 

The  en^ossed  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversion- 
ary iut^est  of  the  United  State*  to  a  certain  ^veeer^ 
vation  therein  mentioned,  and  to  eoo&rm  the  titie 
of  Charles  Q.  Gonter  thereto,-  waa  jread.a»  tliird 
time  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  H.  STANSBURT. 

Mr.  tX)UGLAS  submiued  the  foHowtng  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  read, and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiuee  oa  Printing: 

Re9»l»ed.  That  five  thousand  five  hundred  additional 
copies  of  the  reogrt  of  Captain.  H.  Stansbm^,  of  h>fte;iplp- 
ration  of  the  Valley  of  the  Great  SaltLake,  which  ,Tr^. or- 
dered to  be  printed  by  a  resoiudonof  the  Bienate  of  the  Im 
March  last,  be  printed  (bribe  ueeof  the  Senate,  and  that 
five  huBdred  coiOef  th^rpof  be  fumishsd  to  ibe.TopDgnM»b* 
ii;al  Bureau,  three  hundr^4  to  ttie  emiihfoi^iaii  InatiluiUvii 
and  two  hundred  copies  |o  Capta|n  8t9QsbHry.  ,.   ,  .   ,. , 

DIPLOMATIC  INTERCOURSE  WITH  8WITZER« 

tAND. 

Mr.  BRODH  E AD.  Mr.  President,  a  few  daya 
since  I  laid  "before  the  Senate  a  resolution  upon 
the  subject  of  otir  tliplomatic  relations  with  Swit- 
zerland, which  I  deiiire  now  to  have  considered  an^ 
disposed  of.  ' 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 
ite»oioe<{.  ThsttheGDioml^sron  Foreign  Rslattoni  be 
reqtfestalioM«^Mk«Mli««ttMieM9tcr|nUc^ 
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by  law  for  the  afoal  ootflt  md  niary  of  a  cliaif<  d>»IIUrM 
10  Switzerland. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  There  are  many  consider- 
ations of  a  political  as  well  as  commercial  char- 
acter, which  should  induce  this  Gh>rernment  no 
lone^er  to  be  neglectful  of  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  the  Swiss  Republic,  or  rather  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Swiss  Confederation.  It  is  now 
the  only  republic  in  Europe;  and  notwithstanding 
it  is  surrounded  with  despotisms,  and  has  often 
been  threatened  with  an  extinguishment  of  its 
nationality,  it  has  always  resolutely  maintained 
an  altar  to  freedom.  It  has  been  a  kind  of  nurs- 
ery of  free  principles,  and  a  place  where  political 
refugees  have  always  found  an  asylum.  It  now 
has  a  population  of  over  two  millions  and  a  half, 
with  a  large  and  increasing  commerce.  In  1848 
and  1849  tney  reor^nized  the  Gtovemment  and 
adopted  a  constitution  similar  in  many  of  its 
provisions  to  our  own.  They  adopted  a  system 
more  national  in  its  character,  and  now  have  the 
same  powers  to  negotiate  treaties  of  amitv  and 
commerce  that  we  have, — a  power  which  could  not 
be  exercised  before  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
Cantons.  All  other  Governments  of  any  import- 
ance have  diplomatic  representatives  in  Sviritzer- 
land — France,  England,  Austria,  Prussia,  Russia, 
Spain,  dbc,  and  we,  a  sister  Republic,  have  none. 
In  diplomatic  circles  we  have  no  person  to  repre- 
sent this  Government  or  defend  our  institutions  or 
protect  our  citizens.  In  the  event  of  a  war  in 
Europe  it  would  be  peculiarly  necessary  for  us  to 
have  a  representative  in  Switzerland,  with  whom 
the  frienas  of  liberal  and  republican  principles 
could  have  communion  without  fear.  A  repre- 
sentative from  this  country  would  aid  in  main- 
taining constitutional  government,  and  be  more 
likely  to  enjoy  confidence  in  Switzerland  than  the 
representative  of  any  other  nation,  and  hence 
would  be  enabled  to  obtain  information  which 
would  be  valuable. 

Independent  of  political  inducements,  our  com- 
mercial interests  and  industrial  pursuits,  I  think, 
demand  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  mission 
in  Switzerland.  The  annual  amount  of  interna- 
tional exchange  may  safely  be  estimated  at  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  is  lareer  than  our  com- 
merce with  Naples,  Sardinia,  Denmaric,  Holland, 
or  Belgium,  at  all  of  which  places  we  have  diplo- 
matic representatives.  Our  commercial  intercourse 
with  Switzerland  is  important.  She  consumes 
annually  from  100,000  to  150,000  bales  of  our  cot- 
ton, about  500  hogsheads  of  our  tobacco,  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  rice  and  other  products. 
We  receive  in  return  her  silks,  laces,  finer  cotton 
goods,  jewelry  and  watches.  By  a  provision  in 
the  present  Swiss  constitution,  raw  materials  re- 
c^uired  by  manufacturers,  as  well  as  the  necessa- 
nes  of  life,  are  admitted  at  the  lowest  possible  rate 
of  duty.  This  liberal  commerdal  policy  requires 
some  notice  and  encouragement  at  our  hands.  It 
is  well  known  that  eflforU  have  been  made  to  draw 
her  into  a  commercial  league  with  the  Zoll  Verein 
and  other  powers,  on  terms  injurious  to  our  inter- 
ests. For  these,  and  other  reasons  which  I  might 
urge,  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflbirs  will  give 
the  subject  that  consideration  which  I  think  its 
importance  demands. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

PROTCCTIOIV  TO  CITIZENS  OF  CALIFORNIA. 
Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  in  accordance 
with  previous  notice,  I  now  ask  leave  to  introduce 
abillppviding  additional  protection  to  the  citizens 
of  Cahfornia  and  Oregon,  fipom  aggressions  by  the 
Indian  tribes  and  from  forei^  invasion.  Recent 
intelligence  from  California  informs  us  that  there 
yas  imminent  danger  of  a  genera]  rising  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  in  the  southern  section  of  the  State, 
for  the  avowed  object  of  plundering  and  massa- 
cring the  whites.  This  portion  of  the  State  is 
sparsedly  populated;  so  much  so,  that  it  is  impos- 
ttble  to  collect  such  bodies  of  men,  at  short  notice, 
as  are  required  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check, 
^any  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  State  at  poinu 
remote  from  the  coast  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  In- 
dians, and  have  already  been  attacked, plundered, 
and  forced  to  fly  for  their  lives.  I  will  only  in- 
troduce the  case  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Warner,  Sena- 
tor from  the  district  of  San  Diego,  who,  in  defend- 
ing his  property  from  an  attack  of  the  Indians, 
lost  one  of  his  man,  all  of  his  stock,  and  was 
compelled  to  fly  to  tht  town  of  San  Diego  for  pro- 


tection; and  so  imminent  was  the  danger  of  an 
attack  upon  that  place,  that  martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed, and  every  citizen  capable  of  bearing  tnem 
was  under  arms.  If  there  should  be  a  general 
risinf  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  south  California,  as 
is  stUl  apprehended,  (although  the  intelligence  by 
the  last  steamer  is  more  favorable  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,)  Los  Angeles  and  Santa  fiiarbara 
will  be  as  much  exposed  to  depredations  as  San 
Diego,  and  the  loss  of  life  and  the  sacrifice  of  prop- 
erty will  be  immense.  Within  this  great  extent 
of  country,  comprising  several  hundred  miles  of 
sea-coast,  with  an  equal  extent  of  back  country,  we 
have  no  governmental  protection  against  these  In- 
dian hostilities.  There  are  some  troops  at  San 
Diego,  and  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Glila,but  it 
is  a  mockery  to  say  they  are  any  protection  to  the 
country.  In  fact,  they  can  scarcely  protect  their 
own  scalps  from  the  tomahawk  of  the  Indians; 
and  if  we  give  credit  to  the  intelligence  that  has 
reached  us,  the  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  was 
surrounded  for  oays  by  hosule  Indians,  and  only 
saved  from  massacre  by  a  piece  of  artillery,  that 
dealt  terror,  as  well  as  death,  among  the  savages. 
It  is  by  no  means  c^tain  that  the  inadequate  force 
of  that  station  can  continue  successfully  to  resist 
the  hostile  attacks  of  the  Indian  tribes  that  sur- 
round it.  Nor  can  the  Government  extend  ade- 
(]uate  protection  to  the  Pacific  coast  under  the  ex- 
isting organization  of  the  army.  We  must  have 
an  entirely  new  system,  adapted  to  ^e  peculiar 
situation  of  the  country;  and  it  is  to  accomplish 
this  purpose  that  I  have  prepared  the  bill  that  I 

Sropose  before  I  take  my  seat  to  bring  before  the 
enate.  Sir,  the  citizens  of  California  and  Oregon 
have  appealed  to  their  Government  for  protection, 
as  will  appear  from  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  and  the  letter  of  the  distin- 
guished Dele§^te  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lane,]  both 
of  which  I  will  read  : 

Joiot  Resolutions  in  relation  to  establishinf  (bus  on  oar 

borders. 

Whereas  a  large  portion  of  our  State  is  nnpioteeted  finm 
the  different  tribes  of  Indians  that  live  upon  our  borders, 
and  that  these  tribes  are  frequently  engaged,  and  are  now 
at  war  with  the  citizens  of  this  State ;  and  in  consequence 
of  our  present  unprotected  condition  there  is  no  security 
for  either  life  or  property,  and  this  State  not  having  the 
means  of  extending  that  protection  to  its  citizens  which 
their  present  necessities  require :  and  whereas  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  protect  its  citizens  from  tlie 
incursions  of  either  internal  or  external  enemies  {  tbere- 
fbre,  9 

Re§0lv«d,  (the  Senate  eooeurrlng,)  That  our  Senators  be 
instructed  and  eur  Representatives  be  requested  to  use 
their  best  eflbrts  to  have  a  portion  of  the  United  States 
troops  established  on  our  borders,  and  also  to  have  a  line  of 
ibrts  erected  along  the  same  for  tt»e  purpose  of  protecting 
our  citizens. 

Re$olv€d,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  tiie  foregoing  preamUe  and  resolutions  to  each  of 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

Wasrinotor  City.  December  19, 1851. 
7\>  ki$  ExeeUeney  the  PreHdtni  of  tht  Uniiei  SioM: 

Sib  :  A  sense  of  duty  prompts  me  to  call  your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  peculiar  condition  of  things  in  Oregon.  I  have 
been  a  citizen  of  that  Territory  for  near  three  years,  have 
traveled  the  settied  portion  of  it  all  over;  had  much  to  do 
with  the  Indians,  and  know  them,  perhaps,  as  well  as  any 
other  roan,  and  understand  the  wiints  of  the  American  cit- 
izens there,  and  can  sav  to  you,  that  for  their  protection  and 
for  fbe  protection  of  others  emigrating  there,  that  troops  to 
be  garrisoned  on  the  great  road  (torn  St  Joseph  via  Port 
II 01 1  to  the  Dfils  of  the  Columbia,  and  also  on  the  road  from 
Oregon  to  California,  are  absolutely  indispensable  for  the 
protection  of  liJb  and  property.  I  know  that  I  need  but  call 
your  attention  to  the  condition  of  things  there,  and  present 
the  focts  within  my  knowledge^to  secure  your  itid  and 
prompt  action  in  the  pronises.  The  suflering  this  season 
for  the  want  of  troops  to  protect  emigrant^k  and  others  en 
route  to  Oregon,  and  ftom  Oregon  to  California,  has  been 
terrible,  and  certainlv  this  Government  ought,  and  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  afford  protection  to  her  citizens  in  a  country 
so  remote  and  exposed  as  are  all  persons  traveling  either  on 
the  emigrant  road  to  Oregon  or  on  the  road  ftom  Oregon  to 
California.  There  are  but  these  two  roads  south  of  the  Co- 
lumbia on  which  troubles  are  to  be  apprehended.  The 
shape  of  the  country,  with  its  stupendous  mountains,  are 
insurmountable  barriers  to  the  location  of  reads  of  import- 
ance. A  larrisonoftwo  or  three  companies  of  horse — one  of 
intkntry,  if  a  mounted  force  cannot  be  had— on  each  of  these 
roads,  at  the  grand  round  for  instance,  on  the  emigrant  or 
northern  road,  and  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley,  on  the  Cali- 
fornia or  southern  road.  The  moral  influence  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  posts  would  produce  upon  the  minds  of 
the  Indians  would  do  much  towards  keeping  peace  with 
them,  and  affbrd  the  protection  to  American  citizens  that 
they  are  so  justiy  entitied  to. 

^t  may  be  weU  here  to  mention,  that  the  road  from  Ore- 
gon to  California  forks  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley ;  the  main 
road  passes  south  of  the  great  Shasti  Mountain  to  the  source 
of  the  Sacramento,  thence  down  that  river  to  its  great  val- 
lev,  and  to  Sacramento  City ;  the  north  branch  passes  by 
Clamatii  Lake  to  Fort  Hall.  A  small  party  of  emigrants 
have  gone  that  route  this  season  and  got  in  safWy.  This 
route  was  opened  by  Jesse  Applegate  Scott  and  others,  in 
the  year  1846,  for  the  porpose  of  aflbrdii^  to  emigrtDts  a 


pass  into  the  southern  portion  of  Oregon}  bat  »ach  wm  «« 
suffering  of  the  first  eroifrantv  no  this  route  that  it  hai  beta 
but  little  traveled  since,  but  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  much 
traveled  if  a  garrison  sbonid  be  sstablisbed  hi  Bogoe  Eiver 
Valley,  as  above  suggenled. 

I  have  been  thus  explicit  in  order  that  you  may  oikIq. 
stand  the  condition  and  wants  of  ibe  country  which  I  bsvt 
tiie  honor  to  represent,  with  the  full  belief  that  you  williakt 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  protection  k)  tbs 
citizens  there,  and  emigrants  and  otheis  traveling  to  and 
fhun  Oregon. 

Herewith  I  inclose  two  communications  from  Oicfoa 
for  your  perusal,  which  you  will  please  return  to  me.  One 
of  the  writers  I  am  well  acquaint^  with,  (Mr.  Applofue, 
one  of  the  early  settiers  of  Oregon. )  He  has  done  mach  lo 
bring  the  country  into  requisition,  by  rxpkiriiu;,  opeoiH 
roads,  lie.,  fcc;  a  sensible,  reliable  man.  With  Mr.  Si- 
mons I  have  no  acquaintance,  but  have  no  doubt  of  te 
truth  of  his  narrative. 

With  great  respect  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Mrraat, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 

What  18  the  reaponse  ?  It  will  be  found  in  ih« 
letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which  these  docamenia  called  forth: 

Wab  Dbpartm em*,  WAsaiirsTON,  > 
December  97f  mi.     \ 

Sir  ;  I  have  reeeived  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolotloM  of 
the  Legislature  of  California,  inslructinf  her  Senaton  lad 
requesting  her  RepresenUtives  to  use  their  best  eflbitolB 
have  a  portion  of  the  United  States  troops  esttbUsbcd  oa 
her  borders,  and  also  to  have  a  line  of  forts  erected  akMif 
the  same  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  her  citizens. 

By  referring  to  my  annual  report  (a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with inclosed)  you  will  perceive  that  I  therein  allude  totiw 
defenceless  state  of  California  and  Oregon,  and  the  fnA- 
dent  in  his  annual  message  also  invites  the  attention  ofCoa- 
gress  to  the  same  subject.  The  military  force  now  at  the  £«■ 
posal  of  the  Department  will  not  permit  it  to  incrtnae  the 
number  of  troops  on  the  Pacific  except  by  lUliiig  up  tttecon- 
paniea  already  stationed  there  to  their  complement,  which 
will  shorUy  be  done. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  receatiy  addresMd 
to  the  President,  by  the  late  Governor  of  Oregon,  oa  As 
same  sul]()ect. 

As  regards  the  establishment  of  forti,— wheieiei  uoopi 
are  stationed,  such  woriu  as  may  be  required  for  their  pro- 
tection and  accommodation  will,  of  course,  be  consuveiel, 
but  it  would  be  worse  than  useless  to  construct  them  an 
they  can  be  garrisoned. 

I  will  add  that  General  Hitchcock  (who  now  «'**"'*«»^ 
tiie  Pacific  division)  has  been  directed  to  take  early  asd 
prompt  measures,  as  far  as  the  means  at  bis  dispessl  will 
enaUe  him  to  do  so,  to  estabHrii  forts  at  such  points  on  As 
borders  of  California  and  Oregon  where  they  are  most  needed 
for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  emignuit  putles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re^^^ectfuUy,  your  obedisot 
servant,  C.  M.  CONRAD,  Seerttan  ef  Wer. 

Hon.  Wm.  M.  Gwin,  UnUed  Staiee  Senate. 

Sir,  here  is  an  honest  confession  of  the  inability 
of  the  Department  to  afford  us  adMtiate  protec- 
tion tinder  existing  laws,  and  the  Secretary  de- 
serves credit  for  it,  and  e()ual  credit  is  due  to  him 
for  the  sugrestions  made  in  his  annual  report,  from 
which  I  wul  also  read  extracts: 

"  In  the  first  place,  I  would  suggest  that  every  ftdfitr 
and  encouragement  should  be  aflbrded  to  the  ibrmabon  of 
a  local  militia,  in  which  our  new  possesions,  Kke  an  ibc 
Mexican  States,  are  very  deficient.  As  the  firrt  itep  to- 
wards the  accomplishment  of  this  obfect,  I  woaM  recom- 
mend that  the  Executive  be  authorised  to  di^bule  inM 
among  tiie  inhabitants./ 1  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  sd- 
vantages  that  would  remit  Oom  the  adoption  of  this  mcs>- 
ure,  in  familiarizing  the  people  with  the  use  of  arms,  is 
inspiri|ig  them  with  confidence,  and  in  encourafinf  iht 
formation  of  militia  companies,  would  more  than  eomam- 
sate  for  the  trifling  expense  that  would  anend  it.  Tba 
very  foct  that  the  inhaMUnts  were  known  to  be  sraMd, 
would  tend  to  intimidate  the  Indians.  The  disbibutioo 
should,  of  course,  be  made  with  such  precautions  as  wosld 
prevent  their  being  sold  or  eon  verted  to  an  improper  bm- 

*(  The  quantity  of  arms  to  which  the  new  States  and  TW- 
ritories  are  respeciHely  entitied  under  the  act  of  1806  it 
so  small  as  to  be  of  no  practical  advantage,  and,  as  tbtf 
have  not  participated  in  the  issues  heretofore  msdC;  U 
would  seem  to  be  but  Just  that  they  shouUI  now  recfirt 
more  than  their  distributive  rtmre.  At  all  events  tbey 
might  be  permitted  to  reeeive  their  quota  for  seveial  pm* 
in  advance.  As  the  arms  are  lying  idle  in  die  depots,  lO 
loss  to- the  Government  would  remut  firom  this  coarse,  sad 
they  will  probably  be  never  more  needed  than  they  areat 
present 

« In  the  next  place,  policy  and  humanity  both  require  that 
we  should  employ  some  other  means  of  potttngastopio 
these  depredations  than  the  terrorof  our  arms.  Wstfioald 
try  the  effect  of  conciliatory  measures.  There  is  wo  do«M 
that  the  Indians  are  fVequentiy  impelled  to  commit  depre- 
dations by  despair  and  hunger.  As  the  white  populatioa 
has  advanced  upon  them,  they  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
cede before  it.  The  lan(to  that  affbrd  nourishment  to  cstils 
and  game  are  also  the  best  adapted  to  cultivation,  and  eoa* 
sequentiy  the  first  to  tempt  the  -pettier ;  so  that  the  Indians 
are  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  arid  plains  and  mmmtaias 
that  aflbrd  little  sustenance  to  animal  life ;  and  even  there 
foe  circle  of  white  population  seems  rapidly  closing  aroaod 
them.'* 

**  I  would  also  recommend  that  measures  be  taksa  to 
fbmiah,  for  a  series  of  years,  food  and  other  necessariss  is 
such  Indians  as  will  abandon  their  predaiofy  babioaad 
cultivate  the  aoil. "  A  utbentic  information,  recentiy  rredrsd 
at  this  Department,  leads  to  the  belief  that  ibess  tribes  ne 
fkr  less  numerous  than  tbey  are  generally  supposed  to  ss, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  (laying  aside  coaeklentiomethnm^ 
Ity)  tiiat  it  would  be  for  leas  expMMive  to  »eri  OMS  IB  %M 
ttieiii."  /       "^ 
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I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  longer  in  g:iving:  the 
renaons  that  hare  induced  me  to  bring  forward 
thia  bill.  It  is  in  part  baaed  upon  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  from  my  own  personal  ol> 
serrations  of  the  wants  of  the  people  of  my  State. 
We  must  be  protected  by  this  Government  from 
the  enormous  expenses  of  Indian  wars  within  our 
limits.  Already  we  have  an  Indian  war  debt  of 
nearly  a  million  dollars,  for  which  our  (>eople  will 
be  taxed,  unless  Congress  make  provision  for  its 
payment,  and  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  past,  we 
eannot  anticipate  immediate  relief.  We  have  in 
our  State  the  picked  men  of  the  nation,  and  they 
only  wish  the  Uovemment  to  call  for  their  services, 
and  pay  for  them,  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing to  march  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  limits  to 
protect  itsciticens  from  Indian  depredations.  Qive 
us  arnna,  and  pay  us  for  our  services  when  you 
need  them,  and  we  will  protect  ourselves  from  a 
foreign  or  domestic  foe. 

1  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  proposing  to 
dispense  with  the  services  of  the  army  on  our 
coast,  nor  to  advance  the  opinion  that  we  do  not 
ask  for  the  most  ample  preparations  against  the 
approach  of  a  foreign  enemy,  for  which  we  should 
have  an  extensive  system  of  fortifications  and  naval 
defence.  We  neea  the  army  to  man  our  forts  and 
to  form  the  nucleus  around.which  the  force  this  bill 
proposes  to  call  into  the  field  could  rally  when  an 
emergency  required  their  services.  Without  go- 
ing  mto  tne  subject  further  at  present,  I  propose 
that  the  bill  be  printed,  and  reaa  a  first  ana  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  are  as  follows: 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the  people  of 
California  and  Oregon. 

B€ii  muuttdhytkeStnaU  andH0u»eofRepfn»tnioHv*$ 
0f  tkm  UnilML  Si^Ut  0/  Jtmeriea  in  Congreu  OMMemhUdf 
That  whenever  the  State  of  California  or  the  Territory  of 
Orefoo  ahall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imniincnt  dan^  of  inva- 
•ion,  bjr  any  foreifn  nation,  or  when  boetilitiea  ahall  be 
tfareaicned  or  commenced  ^  any  Indian  tribe,  in  or  a^Ja- 
e«nt  to  mid  State  or  Territory,  it  ahall  be  lawftU  fbr  the 
commanding  general  or  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
Staaea  aailitary  Ibrcea  on  the  Pacific  coast«  to  make  a  reqai- 
sition  vpon  the  Govemora  of  aaid  State  and  Territory,  or 
ctilMr  of  them,  for  volunfeeiv,  or  to  call  forth  aneh  nnmber 
of  the  miUtia  of  the  State  and  Territorv  aforesaid  aa  he 
may  Jadfe  neceaaary,  to  repel  aueh  invaaion  or  to  aspprem 
•adi  hoatilittea,  who  diall  aerve  (hr  a  time  apecified  by  the 
eommandinc  general,  or  officer  in  command,  provided  auch 
term  of  aervice  doea  not  exceed montha. 

Sac.  %.  B0  ii  fmrtktr  cn«clcd.  That  aaid  votanteera  or 
militia  shall  becoounanded  by  o0flcera  elected  or  appointed, 
or  to  be  elected  or  ai^yointed,  in  the  manner  preacribed  by 
the  law  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  they  reaide,  and 
ahaU  be  received  in  companiea.  battalions,  aqaadrona  or 
rrfimimtp,  and  when  ao  received  and  naateied  into  the  aer- 
vice of  the  United  States,  ahall  be  armed  at  the  ezpenae  of 
the  United  Statea,  and  shall  be  sol^ect  to  the  mlea  and  arti- 
cleaof  war. 

Sac.  3.  ^ni  ht  U  futtker  moeied.  That  said  volnnteera 
or  mflitia,  daring  die  time  they  may  be  in  service,  shall  re- 
ceive the  naoal  rationa  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  pay  equal  to  thra^  *iy  w  T*lf  ynnnnt  now  provided  by 
law  for  the  pay  of  the  orocera  and  IAIdt<^  req^dvely,  of 
the  United  Statea  army  on  the  Pacific  coaat. 

Sac.  4.  ^nd  it  U  fwrtker  tnacUd,  That  the  volanteera 
or  militia  who  may  be  received  into  the  aervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  virtue  of  the  proviaiona  of  this  act,  and  who 
^all  he  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the  service, 
•ball  he  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  which  may  be  eonfiirred 
en  womded  persons  bakHifing  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Sac.  5.  And  he  U  further  enueCsd.  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  he  required  to  place  at  the  dieppsal  of  the  Oover- 
Bors  of  CaUfhrnia  and  Oregon,  fifty  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
to  be  distributed  rateaMy  to  the  citizens  of  said  State  and 
Territory,  under  such  restrictions  as  to  insure  their  safe 
keepiof  ami  return  when  required* 

8so.  6.  Ank  he  it  fmrtker  enaeted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  diall  place  at  the  disposal  or  the  Oovemors  of  said 
Stale  and  Territory  such  number  of  mountain  bowttsera  as 
may  he  deemed  sufficient  to  meet  the  exifencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  In  the  event  of  an  Indian  war;  also,  a  field  bat- 
teay  or  **  Md  batteriea  '*  of  Kght  artillery,  of  the  uaual  com- 
pnaitioa ;  alao,  a  park  of  flying  artillery  in  the  event  of  a 
fbreifo  war. 

Sao.  7.  And  he  ii  fmrtker  enaeted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  forthwith  cauae  to  be  established  on  the  Pacific  coaat. 
Of  s«ch  point  or  points  aa  may  be  deemed  most  advisable, 
aa  arseaal  and  magaziae,  well  supplied  with  powder,  shot 
and  shells,  fbr  the  use  of  ths  military  in  the  event  of  a  for- 
dfn  or  Indian  war ;  also,  to  place  in  depftt,  in  the  neiahbor- 
hood  of  Ban  Diego  and  San  Franciwo,  one  hundred  sea- 
eoast  fans  of  suitable  calibres,  to  defend  the  entrance  to 
Aose  harbors :  those  guns  to  be  mounted  in  open  batteries, 
should  the  emergency  of  a  fbreign  war  arise  befbre  perma- 
aent  fbrtifications  shall  be  constraeted  to  receive  them. 

Sac.  8.  And  ht  it  further  enoHed,  That  any  person  who 
ahaU  he  eonvieled  or  disposiaf  of  any  of  the  public  arms  or 
OBOHUiitioa  hereia  provided  fbr  the  public  service  of  the 
afbitwaid  State  and  Territory,  to  any  Indian  or  Indian  tribe, 
ahall  be  suUect  to  a  penalty  of-^  dollars,  and  impriaonment 
fer  a  period  of  not  leaa  than  siz,iK>r  more  than  — —  months. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
GommittM  on  Mifitary  Afikin. 


TENURE  OF  ARMY  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 

submitted  by  Mr.  Hale  the  3d  instant,  in  relation 

to  the  tenure  of  appointments  in  the  Army,  and 

the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Resolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afftdrs  be  in- 
structed to  inouire  into  the  expediency  of  prpvidiiig  that  all 
commisaiona  in  the  Armv  of  the  United  Statea  »ball  be  fbr 
a  limited  time,  which  ahall  be  expressed  in  the  commis- 
sion. 

IRISH  EXILED  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  ex- 
pressive  of  the  sympathy  of  Congress  for  the 
exiled  Irish  patriots.  Smith  O'Brien,  Thomas  F. 
Meagher,  and  their  associates;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  fhrther  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to,  and  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday,  the  7th 
instant. 

PRINTING  THfi  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  re- 
siHned  the  consideration  of  the  following  joint  res- 
olution: 

'  Be  U  revived,  4'c.,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing 
be  directed  to  contract  with  Donelson  k.  Armstrong  fbr  print- 
ing the  census  returns,  upon  such  terms  as  the  committee 
may  deem  reasonable. 

Which  Mr.  Smith  had  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  following: 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
conformity  mifh  the  firo vision  of  the  act  entitled  <  An  act 
makinf  appropriationa  fbr  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenaes 
of  the  Oovemment  for  the  year  1849,'  approved  on  the  18th 
May  of  aaid  year,  to  contract  fbr  the  compoaitian  and  preas- 

work  of copies  of  the  retuma  of  the  Seventh  Cenaua,  as 

the  aame  areclaaaified  and  arranged  by  aaid  Seoretarv,  and 
in  like  manner  to  contract  fbr  ao  much  paper  and  of  auch 
quality  as  be  ahall  deem  proper  for  said  work ;  and  in  like 
manner  to  contract  for  binding  said  returns  as  printed  in 
such  style  as  he  may  Judge  expedient;  provided  the  party 
to  each  of  aaid  contracts  ahall  give  auch  surety,  and  said 
paper  and  work  shall  be  subject  to  such  inspection,  as  said 
Secretary  shall  require  to  insure  a  fUlbfui  parformanee  of 
the  same." 

The  PRESIDENT.  Since  the  resolution  was 
under  consideration,  the  Senator  fh>m  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Baoobr]  has  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  aAer  the 
words  *<  it  shall  be  the  duty  of,*'  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: <«. 

•*The  Joint  Committee  00  Printing  to  contract  with 
Messrs.  Donelson  k.  Armstrong  for  printing  and  binding 
the  Census,  on  such  terms  as  the  committee  may  think  rea- 
sonable «id  proper:  the  work  to  be  executed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  to  be  paid 
for  ftom  time  to  t.^ne,  duttag  the  progress  of  tiie  work,  by 
the  head  of  the  Census  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  tiie 
Secretary,  with  power  in  the  Secretary  to  abate  from  the 
amount  stipulated  if  the  work,  when  executed,  ahall  prove 
deficient  or  below  the  atandard  which  may  be  a^eed  upon.'* 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
on  that  amendment,  I  desire  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment. If  the  Senate  is  disposed  to  depart  from 
the  former  practice  of  letting  out  «he  printing  on 
contract,  and  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion 
of  a  committee,  it  seems  to  me  that  il^would  be 
proper  to  have  some  limitation  to  which  the  com- 
mittee should  eo.  I  Uiink  that  their  discretion 
ought  to  be  guided  by  some  rule,  to  be  prescribed* 
by  the  Senate;  and  I  know  of  nothing  which  re^ 
quires  limitation  so  much  as  this  matter  of  public 
printing.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  limit  the  power 
of  the  committee  by  an  amendment  which  1  offer 
to  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  is  not  in  order.  The 
question  is  on  an  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  BADOEa]  to  an 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Connect- 
icut, [Mr.  SMim.] 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I 
will  ask,  then,  that  my  amendment  may  be  recui 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  and,  if  occa- 
sion should  require  it,  I  will  offer  it  at  the  proper 
time. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows; 

**  Provided,  That  the  pricea  to  be  allowed  for  the  ezecu- 
tiOBOf  t|M  work  ahaU  in  no  case  exceed  the  average  rate  of 
the  proposals  of  the  several  bidders  for  the  printing  of  the 
Thirty-second  Congress  for  the  respective  classes,  or  fbr  any 
class  of  printing  to  be  executed  under  this  resolution." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  to  the  amenament  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  very  much  repret  that  I  can- 
not accede  to  the  proposition  which  is  submitted 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Badobr,]  upon  the  idea  of  a  compromise. 


So  far  from  being  any  compromise  of  the  differ- 
ences that  have  been  expressed  here  between  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  Senate,  I  regaiti  it  as  a 
feat  deal  worse  than  the  original  resolution;  and 
prefer  voting,  most  decidraly,  for  the  original 
resolution  to  giving  my  assent  to  the  amendment 
which  has  been  proposed  by  my  honorable  friend 
,from  North  Carolina.  In  the  first  place,  Mr. 
President,  I  have  to  say,  that  if  the  resolution 
shall  be  amended  as  is  proposed  by  my  honorable 
friend,  it  will  be  open  to  every  one  or  the  objec- 
tions which  I  urged  against  theori^nal  resolution, 
and  it  is  open  to  some  other  objections  which  can- 
not be  urged  against  the  original  resolution. 

I  am  not  about  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  reiterating  the  objections  Vhich  I  made  at 
some  lenpth,  and  which  have  been  put  into  print, 
and,  I  dare  say,  have  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
honorable  members  of  this  body,  so  far  aa  they 
might  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice.  But  one  of 
the  principal  objections  I  recur  to  here,  is,  that  as 
the  resolution  originally  stood,  and  as  the  matter  is 
to  be  presented  by  the  amendment  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  North  Carolina,  it  is  totally  im- 
possible for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  make 
any  safe,  judicious,  and  proper  contract  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  tne  reason  that  the  Senator  does  not  pro- 
pose in  his  amendment  to  determine  what  number 
pf  copies  of  this  work  is  to  be  printed.  But  I 
think  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Senator,  in 
drawing  up  this  amendment,  should  not  have 
turned  nis  attention  to  the  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments in  which  the  committee  will  be  involved 
in  being  required  to  make  a  contract  with  Donel- 
son A  Armstrong  for  printing  the  census  returns, 
while  the  committee  are  not  to  know  how  many 
copies  of  the  work  are  to  be  ordered  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

I  shall  content  myself,  sir,  with  statinff  this  ob- 
jection in  these  very  brief  terms.  I  shall  not  now 
repeat  what  I  said  in  opposition  to  the  original 
resolution,  and  which  is  eoually  applicable  to  this 
amendment,  to  wit,  that  tnis  not  oeing  Congres- 
sional printing,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress.  This  is 
one  branch  of  the  alternative  which  I  present  to 
the  Senate;  and  the  other  is,  that  if  it  is  Congres- 
sional printing,  it  comes  wiUiin  the  contract  of  A. 
Boyd  Hamilton,  and  will  be  an  infraction  of  that 
contract.  But,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  I  am 
not  about  to  indulge  myself  in  a  reiteration  of  the 
considerations  which  I  nave  heretofore  presented, 
and  which  seem  to  have  produced  very  little  effect 
on  the  mind  of  the  Senator  from  NorUi  Carolina, 
and  which,  perhaps,  are  not  worthy  of  much  con- 
sideration. But  I  have  to  say  that  this  amend- 
ment is  obnoxious  to  objections  which  did  not  ob- 
tain, so  faraa  the  original  resolution  is  concerned. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Bright,]  whose  absence  from  his  seat  by  reason 
of  indisposition  I  certainly  very  much  regret,  was 
content  with  handine  over  to  Donelson  A  Arm- 
strong the  printing  of  the  census  returns.  He  was 
content  with  giving  them  whatever  profits  they 
might  make  by  supplying  the  paper  and  by  exe- 
cuting the  composition  and  press-work,  the  effect 
of  which,  as  I  remarked  the  other  day,  unless  the 
Committee  on  Printing  are  remarkably  astute  ii^ 
making  the  contract,  will  be  to  hand  over  to  the 

Eroprietors  of  this  press,  as  I  verily  believe,  a  very 
irge  amount  of  the  public  money.  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  Indiana  was  content  to  deliver 
over  into  the  hands  of  these  gentlemen  whatever 
profits  they  might  make  out  of  the  composition 
and  press-work,  but  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  is  not  content  with  that  margin  of 
profits.  He  seems  to  have  the  same  anxiety  about 
the  prosperity  of  this  **  C/hton"  office  that  my  hon- 
orable fnend  from  Indiana  had,  as  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, when  he  offered  this  proposition  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate.  He  is  not  content  that  these 
Sintlemen  shall  make  all  they  possibly  6m  out  of 
e  composition  and  press-work,  but  he  proposes 
to  hand  over  to  them  also  the  binding  or  this 
work.  They  are  not  practical  printers;  they  are 
the  proprietors  of  a  ffolitical  press  «in  4iis  city. 
They  have  no  bindery.  But  the  Senator  from 
Kofth  Carolina  myn  by  his  amendment,  *'  I  want 
to  have  them  receive  a  larger  marnn  of  profits, 
and  therefore  I  want  to  hand  over  the  binding  to 
them,  and  they  may  job  it  out  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  different  bindery  establishments  m  this  city, 
and  thus  make  a  larger  profit."  That  wt  know 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  operation. 


m 


TJPJ  CPNGRJ^I^ONAL  G^O^fi. 


Fab.  5, 


r^ow,  why  should  the  hindin*!:  of  these  doci^-  'I 
ments  be  giren  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong  ?     Why 


should  it  not  be  handed  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  to  be  contracted  tor  ni  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  1842?  Or,  if  it  is  not  let 
out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  why  not  hand  over  the 
returns  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  let 
them  make  a  contract  for  the  binding  with  the  dif- 
ferent proprietors  of  binding  establishments,  of 
which  there  is  a  considerable  number  in  this  city? 
We  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  have  )\m  a 
little  experience  in  making  contracts  with  binding 
esuiblishments  in  the  city  of  Washington.  We 
made  a  contract  but  a  short  time  since,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, a  very  prudent  and  judicious  contract  too. 
It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  concur  most  fully, 
and  on  all  occasions,  with  the  views  nnd  opinions 
of  ray  honorable  friends  constituting  a  majority  of 
that  committee. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  fwm  North  Carolina 
says:  I  want  to  handl  over  to  the  **  Union**  office 
the  binding  of  these  documents,  and  place  them 
in  a  condinon  that  they  can  job  it  out  and  extort 
from  the  hard-working  mechanics  and  artisans 
of  this  city,  who  are  engaged  in  this  branch  of 
industry;  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  extort  a 
percentage  from  them.  And  we  know  they  wili 
doit.  Sir,  I  will  never  consent  to  any  such  scheme 
ins  this.  As  I  have  already  rehiarked,  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  have  tiad  some  experience 
tipon  this  sulyect.  At  the  lust  Congress  we  made 
ft  contract  for  the  execution  of  the  public  printing, 
niainly  with  Messrs.  Belt  &  Tren holm,  and  with 
these  same  gentlemen  we  made  a  contract  for  the 
execution  of  the  binding  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  although  I  hey  were  not  practical  book- 
binders, and  although  tneyhad  nooindery.  And 
what  did  ihey  do?  They  underlet  the  binding  to 
be  done  by  others,  and  as  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed, tliey  extorted  a  profit  from  the  workmen 
engaged  in  that  business  of  some  seven  or  ei^ht 
thousnnd  dollars.  That  is  what  will  be  done  again, 
if  this  scheme  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  is  adopted. 

Sir,  t  will  not  dwell  upon  this  subject  further. 
Whatever  the  majority  of  this  honorable  body 
may  do  with  rcg-ard  to  the  printing  of  this  work, 
I  hftve  not  the  slightest  apprehension  they  are  about 
to  yield  their  assentto  the  proposition  to  handover 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  **  Union**  the  binding  of 
this  work,  which  will  certainly  amount  to  a  very 
large  sum  of  money. 

But  there  is  another  objection,  Mr.  President, 
to  (his  amendment.  It  provides  Ihat  the  Joint  | 
Committee  on  Printing*be  directed  to  contract  with 
Donelson  &  Armstrong  for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing of  the  returns  of  tlie  census,  on  such  terms  as 
the  committee  may  think  reasonable  and  proper. 
Thpn  come  aome  other  provisions — namely,  that 
the  work  shall  be  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  be  paid  for  from 
thne  to  time,  liuring  its  progress,  by  the  head  of 
the  Census  Bureau,  unacr  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary,  with  power  in  the  Secretary  to  abate 
from  the  amount  stipulated,  if  the  work,  when 
executed ,  shall  prove  deficient ,  or  below  the  stand- 
ard which  may  be  agreed  upon. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  with  regard  to  these 
clausesorprovisionsof  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable .*-ena.tor  from  North  Carolina,  I  have  to  say 
tliat  they  are  totally  unnecessary.     Does  the  hon- 
orable Senator  suppose,  that  if  the  Committee  on 
Printing*  be  directed  to  makt  this  contract,  the 
members  of  that  committee  will  not  insert  in  the 
contract  proper  stipulations  and  guarantees  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  work?    The  amendment 
really  recurs  to  a  matter  which  appertains  exclu- 
sively to  the  duties  of  the  committee.     You  know 
"well  enough,  sir,  that' in  making  the  contract  in 
regard  to  the  binding,  we  inserted  in  it— as  we 
should  insert  in  every  other  contract  ^'hich  the 
Senate  may  direct  us  to  make — stipulations  and 
guarantees,  in  order  to  insure  a  due  compliance 
Vilh  the  terms  of  the  contract.     Now  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  these  are  the  proper  stipula- 
tiotis,  or  the  proper  guarantees.  1  am  not  prepared 
to  sav,  that  they  are  by  any  means  the  best  stipu- 
lationa  and  guarantees  that  can  be  made.    What 
ttipulations  we  should  insert,  what  guarantees  we 
chould   recjuire,  is,  in  my  humble  judgment,  a 
matter  which  should  come  before  the  committee, 
and  be  inserted  in  the  contract  itself,  and  not  in 
any  resolution  wbici*  this  honorable  body  may 
pass. 


But,  Mr.  President,  in  addition  to  other  objec- 
tions, 1  regard  this  part  of  the  amendment  as  an 
indignity  in  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  \\ 
I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment,  nor  would  1  wish   ; 
to  be  understood  as  mtimating  the  klea  that  it  was  | 
at  all  intended  by  the  mover;  but  suppose  that  this  i| 
amendment  should  be  adopted  and  that  the  re«olu-  ^' 
tion  should  pass  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  t| 
confoi  mily  with  the  provisions  of  this  amendment; 
I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Senate  what  sort  of  ex- 
hibition do  we  ro^keof  this  subject  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Government  ?    Do  we  not  commence 
by  saying  that  we  have  no  conddence  in  the  Sec- 
retary of. the  Interior?     Do  we  not  say  thut  we 
cannot  confide  to  him  the  power  of  making  this 
contract?    And,  having  said  that,  having  said  that 
we  cannot  trust  the  Secretary  of  ilie  Interior  with 
the  power  of  making  this  contract,  the  honorable 
Senau»r  proposes  that  we  saould  lake  it  into  our 
own  hands,  nnd  that,  when  we  come  to  the  per- 
formance of  it,  we  should  further  say,  **  we  will 
let  you  see  if  there  is  any  failure  in  the  execution 
of  the  contract  in  conformity  with  the  stipula- 
tions.'*   Sir,  I  think  this  is  a  poor  compliment  to 
the  Secretory  of  the  Interior,  to  come  from  any 
side  of  this  Chamber.      But  I  desire  to  propound 
for  the  consideration  of  my  friendj  the  old  inquiry: 
1  wish  to  know  what  sort  of  printing  this  xa}    Is 
it  Congressional  printing,  or  is  it.  deoartmeniul 
printing?      I  insisted   the  other  day  that  it  was 
departmental  printing;   and  if  so,  why  is  Con- 
gress making  any  contract  about  it?     If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  Congressional  printing,  why  do  ; 
we  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  inter-  j 
fere  in  the  matter?    At  one  moment  the  honoitible  ! 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  assumes  that  it  is  ; 
Congressional  printing,  and  therefore  he  proposes  ! 
that  the  contract  sfasdl  be  ne^tialed,  drawn  up,  1 
and  entered  into  by  the  standing  Committees  on  I 
Printing  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.     But,  after  ! 
we  have  drawn  the  contract,  if  it  is  Congressional  { 
printing,  why  not  call  u]>on  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  I 
execute  the  oontraci?    But  the  honorable  Senator 
being  perfectly. aware. that  this  could  hardly  be 
regarded,  aa  Congressional  priming,  and  oAer  hav- 
ing said,  as  he  proposes  that  we  should  say  here, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the' Interior  shouki  not  be 
intrusted  with  the  negotiation   of  the  contract, 
he. then  proposes  to  put  its  execution  into   his 
hands  with  larje  powers — the  power  of  abating 
from  the  price  if  there *is  not  an  exiict  conformity 
whh  the  stipulqLtions  of   the  contract.     Now   I 
object  to  this  ui  toto,    I  object  to  it  not  only  as  an 
indignity  to  the  Secretary  ofthe  Interior,  but  also 
on  the  ground  that,  if  we  take  this  business  into 
our  hamls  at  nil,  we  should  go  through  with  the 
work;  and  I  am  for  seeing  to  the  execution  of  the 
work;  lam  for  attending  to  the  performance  of 
our  own  contract;  I  am  for  investing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  with  the  power  of  deciding  whether 
or  not  there  is  a  conformity  to  the  terras  of  the  con- 
tract.   I  inject,  however,  in  MO  to  having  this 
thing  partly  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  partly  in  the  hands 
^f  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.    I  cannot,  there- 
fore, agree  to  any  t^uch   proposition  as  this,  nor 
shall  1  agree  to  it,  becau^  ithe  honorable  mover 
has  seen  fit  to  baptize  it  with  the  name  of  **  com- 
promise.'* It  is  no  compromise  at  all.    It  is  rather 
an  exaggeration  of  the  original  proposition.  I  have 
to  say  to  the  Senate,  however,  tnat  I  am  a  corapro- 
mise  m^n  on  all  subjects;  and  I  do  no  mean  to  ex- 
hibit myself  here  as  an  extremist.     Should  my 
amendment  be  rejected  by  a  majority  of  this  body, 
I  am  prepared  to  submit  a  r^al  compromise,  which 
shall  be  something  better,  and  which  shall.be  truly 
an  intermediate  proposition.    I  hav^  drawn  up  an 
amendment,  which  I  hone  will  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  honorable^Senators,  constituting  the 
majority  of  this  body,  to  pat  this  business  on  a  fair 
and   liberal  footing — to  give,  in  fact,  to  Donelson 
&  Armstrpng  the  privilege  of  executing  this  work, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  providing  adequate  securi- 
ties, for  the  public  interest;  to  prevent,  in  other 
:  words,  a  most  enormous  expenditure  of  the  public 
j  money,  and  the  acquisition  of  enormous  profits  by 
.  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  introduced  in  this 
I  resolution;  ond  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
it,  so  that  Senators  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  the  views  which   I   express  here,  in 
,  regard  to  an  intermediate  proposition,  with   the 
I  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
'  from  Nortii  Carolina.     This  is  the  anieudment 
I  propose: 


That  the  Conioiillcc  on  Priiiring  he  directed  to  contract 
with  OnneUnn  2c  Ami^^tronf^  li»r  the  cniii|>o«iiion  amtiireriN 

work  of nimtb<T  fifcnoies  oi'  llie  rcliiroo  ol  Ui«  8cv«ivth 

OijfU"«,  fM  llu*  i-itmv  Hfc  cla-Miirted  nud  arraiigvU  by  th**  J*tc- 
retary  of  tht*  Jinerior,  oii  hticI)  tcriii^  in  tbpy  may  jiidp*  to 
be  rtsR<oi>ab!n ;  and  that  mid  9tnrrr>tary  be  directed  to  r<m- 
tract  with  the  iotveal  bidder,  in  enntormity  witli  the  act 
entitlt^d  *  An  act  making  appropriatioiii  (or  the  civil  aiiddt» 
loinutic  expunscs  of  the  Govi-mmcnt  ihr  the  year  !*I3,» 
approved  on  i)ie  !Sth  day  of  Ml»y,  in  the  wild  yenr,  for  so 
ninch  paper  of  such  qtiaAty  aa  he  ^hall  judge  proper  ttx  tht 
•aid  work ;  and,  in  like  nianucr,  to  cootrHCt  lor  Uie  Wadti^ 
of  the  paid  returnK  as  pnnti*d  in  such  style  as  he  aiay  dttm 
expedient ;  prnvid»Mi  that  the  partiei*  to  i-ach  oTthetaMcon- 
tr;ict:*  xliait  give  t^ufQcient  security  for  the  due  perlonuatiet 
of  Ihc  vame ;  nnd  Mit^h  paper  aa  delivered,  and  niefi  wnrli 
an  executed  fball  lie  subject  to  tl)e  ^uperlnteitdence  and  io* 
sprctioQ  of  the  said  Secretary,  or  such  penoo  as  be  may 
ap{H>int. 

Now  here  I  propose  that  the  Committee  od 
Printiitg — though  1  do  not  admit  that  this  is  proper 
to  be  done  by  any  means,  for  I  do  not  admit  tnat 
tliis  is  a  branch  of  printing  that  is  in  any  sense 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress— but  if  the  Senate,  by  a  majority,  shall  re- 
ject my  proposition,  I  shall  assume  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  ihe.Senate,  as  they  have  the  power,  and 
that  it  is  proper  for  them,  to  direct  the  Committee 
on  Printing  to  enter  into  this  contract;  and,  yield- 
ing as  1  do  with  great  cheerfulness  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  itt  this  body,  I  then  shall  propose 
that  ii»e  two  Houses  of  Cottgress  give  to  Donelson  • 
&  Armstrong  the  composition  npd  press- work. 
That  is  a  branch  which  pertains  to  their  busine^a. 
They  are  engagied  in  priming.  Let  ihem  have  ih« 
composition  and  press- work,  and  I  propose  then 
that  we  shall  furnish  our  own  paper  and  do  our 
own  binding.  And  how  shall  we  furnish  our  own 
paper  ajid  do  our  own  binding?  Not  by  aulhor- 
jzing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  let  it  out  to 
some  fkvorite,  or  to  purchase  tlie  paper  of  som* 
favorite  at  an  extravagant  price;  but  procure  it,  aa 
all  other  paper  is  procured,  from  the  lowest  bidder, 
and  let  out  the  binding  lo  the  lowest  bidder.  Well, 
then,  I  desire  to  inquirie  of  the  Senate  whether 
tliis  is  not  all  that  Donelson  6l  Armstrong,  an4 
all  their  friends,  ought  lo  ask?  I  propose  that 
we  shall  give  them  a  large  jobi  to  wit,  theexecd- 
tion  of  the  composition  and  press- work;  and  I 
propose  that  we  shall  furnish  our  own  paper;  or, 
in  other  words,  I  am  unwilling  that  Donelsoti  & 
Armstrong  shall  make  a  large' profit  on  the  paper. 
Why  should  we  squander  the  public  rrioney  by 
paying  them  a  lai^e  profit  on  the  paper?  But  if 
we  separate  the  composition  and  press-work  from 
the  supply  of  the  paper,  as  I  propose  m  this 
amendment  to  do,  then  the  Government  will  ob- 
tain the  (Wiper  at  wholesale  prices,  and  there  will 
be  no  loss  to  the  Gorernment  under  the  head  of 
paper. 

Bui  if  we  make  a  contract  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed in  tlie  original  rrsolutton,and  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Norm 
Carolina  in  his  amendment,  that  Doneljon  dJ 
Armstrong  shall  do  the  press- work  and  ftirnish  tht 
paper,  I  say  they  will  make  enormous,  or  aileaat 
very  large  profits.  I  do  not  say  they  will  chtaj 
the  Government,  but  they  will  do  as  other  men  (W 
who  mean  to  be  upright  and  honest.  They  wiu 
purchase  the  paper  at  a  lower  rate  than  is  «oni«mj 
plated,  undoubtedly,  by  the  committee,  and  wiu 
make  a  considerable  percentage  on  tl;e  mere  pnpef. 
But  have  we  any  assurance  tnat  the  paper  will  not 
be  inferior  to  the  'standard?  That  has  been  our 
experience  on  that  subject;  nnd  have  ^^J^^J^  ^' 
son  lo  suppose  that  a  profit  will  be  road^  bv  tnt 
ioferiority  of  the  paper?  Sir,  it  is  ioeritaWe;  « 
ever  has  been,  and  it  ever  will  be  so.  . 

I  propose,  then,  that  Government  shall  furnw" 
the  paper,  and  that  it  shall  execute  the  bindih^  oi 
this  work,  by  leiung  it  out  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
nnd  to  let  out  by  contract  the  mere  eomposia*" 
and  press-work  to  Donelson  &  Armstrong,  no  f 
I  have  to  sav  that  this  Is  a  real  comproniisej  no* 
like  the  handle  of  a  jug,  all  on  one  side;  U^^ 
iniermediate'pr'>POsition,  not  a  '"^^  ,'*"?/^ita 
proposition,  as  I  insist  that  iheamendinenioi  in 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carohn«is,"^ 

intermedwie.ff  P- 


; 


the  original  resolution.  It  is  an  »n'«""'*'^7«S, 
osition;  and  1  must  acknowledge,  Mr*  *^*J7  J 
that  1  am  anxious  to  introduce  mto  the  puwic^  ^ 
vice  this  rule  of  furnishing  our  own  JJ^/^p. 
would  furnish  it  for  ihaDcpartnienU  «"°J?^, 
cress,  and  this  would  relieve  as,  in  *?''^j_^fdj 
from  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  m  * 
we  have  been  involved.  .       ...  -.w- 

Now,  I  have  no  feeUngs  on  this  ^'^jf^'wl 
ever.    I  shall  content  mjr?^^  ?Uh  dojP^  y'lT 
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conceive  to  be  my  duty.  The  Senate  having  been 
pleased  lo  assign  me  a  situation  on  the  Committee 
on  Printinjr,  I  have  been  constrained  to  come  before 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  this  subject.  1  regret  to 
differ  from  other  honorable  members  of  thfs  body, 
but  I  have  expressed  my  honest  convictions  in 
this  re^\rd.  I  believe  my  original  amendment  is 
ri^ht,  and  I  humbly  conceive  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed by  a  majority  of  this  honorable  body.  How- 
ever, if  the  judgment  of  the  majority  be  other- 
wise. And  if  that  amendment  be  rejected,  then  I 
will  come  before  the  Senate  with  this  compromise 
proposition;  and  1  believe  there  are  moderate 
members  enough  in  this  honorable  body  who  do 
not  desire  any  arrangement  to  be  made  with  Don- 
el^on  &  Armstrong  except  M'hat  is  a  reasonable 
arrangement;  who  do  not  desire  to  hand  over  to 
thecn  an  enormous  amount  of  profits  in  this  man- 
I  trust  and  believe  there  are  honorable  mem- 


ner 


bcr»  enough  to  be  found  in  this  body  who  will 
yield  their  assent  to  the  intermediate  measure 
whrch  I  now  propose.  And  I  haVe  to  say  further, 
that  if  it  should  assume  the  form  which  i  have  in- 
dicated, although  I  believe  it  is  wrong  in  principle 
and  bad  in  practice,  yet  I  "believe. the  result  or  it 
will  be  such  that  the  people  '  of  the  country  will 
have  no  occasion  of  complaint.  I  believe  thei'e 
will  be  no  very  great  amount  of  the  public  treasure 
squandered  upon'  these  gentlemen,  who,  I  doubt 
nof,  are  very  deservedly  and  very  properly  the 
favorites  of  a  majority  of  this  honorable  body. 

With  these  remarks,  I  yield  the  subject  to  the 
bands  of  the  Senate,  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  any 
resuk  to  which  the  Senaife  may  come. 
'  Mr.  B  ADGBR.  I  had  not  the  slightest  expect- 
ation that  the  amendment  which  I  offered  would, 
tor  a  moment,  command  the  absent  and  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  \ 
hud' no  wild  and  visionary  ideas  that  that  Senator 
would  be  satisfied  with  anything  which  he  did  not 
himself  propose.  I  confess  I  did  have  som'6  fairtt 
hope  that  he  wogld  hav^  departed  from  his  u^ual 
practice  of  lashing  himself  iiiid  a  i*age  u^on  drty 
exhrbllion  in  this  body  of  an  opinion  difft^rent  from 
(hat  entertained  by  hlms<*Jf.  The  hop^  vira^  faint; 
tlill  it  eScisied.  But,  in  that  I  have  been  tinhap- 
pi\T  ^i^4;>pointea.' 

IThlf  ^nrttOf  Concluded  by  a  declaration  that  he 
has  no  feeljng  on  this  subject,  'ft  oW  are  ^e  to 
jud|e  whether  hi'  has  or  not  ?    Are  all  the  external 
exhibitions  of  heat,  anc^  animation,  and  for6^;an,'d 
bisihuatibh ,  put  on?"    Would  the  Senator'hav6  lis 
understand  that  it  was  all  acting,  and  "that,  while 
he  seems  tb'be  in  a  towering  passion  at  the  ex- 
pectation of  some  ruthless  tiofende,  srim^  atrocious 
fraud,  Itome  deep  and  large  plundering  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  which  are  likely  to  be  perpetrated  on 
the  country,  he  is  all  the  time  perfectly  dool,  6nd 
feels  nothing  of  what  he  exhibits  in  manner  ^nd 
expresses  in  language ?  ..-      .     • 

The  honorable  Sertator  speaks  of  oppression  and 
extortion,  and  yet  he  is  perl^ctly  cool.     What  is 
there  in   the  cliamcier  of  Messrs.  Donelson  &, 
Arnftstronglhat  entitles  him  to  talk  about  **6ppres- 
sion  and  extortion  ?*'    If  the  Senator  means  what 
he  taidi  how  is  that  consistent  with  his  subse- 
queftt  declaration  that  he  meant  no  impenchment 
upon  their  character,  and  that  he  supposed  thfem 
to  be  worthy  and  good  men  ?    If  ihfe  latter  decla- 
ration be  sincere,  how  can  he  justify  himself  in 
iu:f.using  men,  whom  he  admits  (o  be  upright,  of 
Interidea  oppression  and  extortion? 

But  further:  the  honorable  Senator  seems  to  be 
witnulaied  to  almost  a  fury  against  myself;  and 
Imvirtg,  the  other  day,  very  strongly  ittlimated 
ib4t  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  BRiciit',] 
who  introduced  the  original  resolution,  had  some 
wcret  purpose  to  be  ehgaged  in  plundering  the 
Treasury,  he  now  intimates  that  I  am  disposed  lo 
eo  even  further  than  that  honorable  and  absent 
oenatrtr.  Mr.  President;  I  am,  myi»elf,  generally 
in  (he  habit  of  supposing  that  I  am  operated  iipon 
by  l(oh«Bt  motives  in  what  I  do.  What  I  propose, 
taiow.  And  feefing  conscious  of  such  a'princi- 
plcirnd  motive  of  action  in  myself,  I  an^  not  or- 
Jinanly  ih  the  habit  of  supposing  that  those  wh<v 
dilTer  from  me  must  therefore  nec'essarily  be  in- 
fluenced by  bad  motives,  or  must  act  through  dis- 
bon4«t  ana  insidious  pxirposes  and  end^.  Afler 
hafing  made  thesi  remarKs,  let  me  ask  the  atten- 
(iott  of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  see  >frhar  it  is 
that  has  stirred  up  this  "tempest  in  a  tea-pot,"  on 
%•  occasion . 
The  hono.n4}le  Seontor  sfiys  that  he  objects  to 


my  proposed  amendment  to  his,  in'the  first  place, 
because  it  will  place  the  committee  under  gi-eat'em- 
barrassmenls  in  making  the  contract.  Why? 
Because  it  does  not  specify  the  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed.  I  have  been  a  shorter  period  of  time 
in  public  life  than  the  honorable  Senator,  although 
I  trust  I  have  rather  cooled  down  and  restrained 
the  passions  of  my  nature,  and  used  my  brief  ex- 
perience to  a  more  profitable  extent  than  the  Sena- 
tor fVom  Connecticut;  bu;  I  supposed  that  he 
would  understand  that  I  meant  to  do  one  thing  at 
a  time.  The  first  object  With  me,  is  to  ascertain 
whether  the  plan  which  my  amendn^ent  proposes, 
fbf  the  execution  of  this  public  printing,  meets  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate."  If  it  does  not,  why 
cumber  it  with  a  clause  about  ihe  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed  ?  If  the  Setiate  are  not  disposed  to 
print  on  that  plan  at  all,  it  is  idle  to  talk  aoout  the 
nun>bef  of  copies:  When  we  shall  have  ascer- 
tained that  the  Senate  will  adoi>t  my  proposed 
plan  of  printing,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  relievft  my 
nonofable  fVieild  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
from  the  dreadful  embarrass  tit  etits  to  which  he  sup- 
poses the  committee  will  be  Subjected. 

In  the  next;  pla(ie,  the  honorable  Senator  says 
he  objects  to  my  amendment,  because  it  offers  an 
indignity  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  He 
very  charitably  stipposes  that  perhaps  1  did  riot 
fneim  any  indignity;  that  my  heart  was  right,  but 
(hat  I  had  not  underJtandingto  perceive  that  I  was 
offering  an  insult  to  that  gentleman.  I  bfg  to  as- 
sure the  Senator,  that  I  not  6nly  consider  myself 
incapahle  of  6ffering  an  insult  to  anybody  who 
comes  before  this  Senate — not  only  to  the'Sccre- 
ikrv  of  the  Interior,  but  to  the  carriers  on  of  a 
public  printing  establishment,  or  bindery,  or  any- 
thing else-^  for  1  hope  the  principle  hy  which  1  am 
regulated  is  to  treat  hien,  m  alt  classes  of  society ^ 
with  proper  respect  arid  decorum.  'I  am  not  only 
as  inciiipable  lis  the  Senator  of  oflering  an  insult 
and  an  alfhmt  to  k  gtntleman  whom  I  esteeni,  but 
1' think  myself  as  wipable'io  distinguish  when  lan- 
gunj^e  does  Import  an  affroht.'  What  is  the  alfnSVit 
winch  the  hbnonkble  Senatdr  says  I  have  ventured, 
bet^uuse  r  do  not  Irnow  the  effect  and  pXirport  of  the 
language  I  have  used  in  this  amendment,  to  offer 
tiJthrSecrethrjr  of  ihe  IriteHor?  It  is,' thaf  Ipto- 
pofee  to  give  td  him  ah  absolute  control,  without 
flfipeal,  upon  the  fidelity  With  which  this  work  Is 
to  be  executed ;  that  I  have  such  an  ertiir^  confi- 
dertcfe  in  hi^,  such  a  i^eliance  upon  his  fairness, 
mtetligence,  n:nd  honOr,  that  I  am  willing  to  submit 
to  hiin  to  say,  wiihotit  coVistitiiting  any  tribunal'of 
appeal  fVoM  hirii,  Vheih'eV  these  "contractors*  shaH 
have  ekecuted  the  work  accdrdi^^g  to  the  a*:re^- 
ttient,  and  by  his  me»-e  wbrtl  id  strike  down  the 
compensation  agreed  to  be  allowed  them,  to  any 
extent  he  pltases.  Is  that  ah  indignity  >•  Do^s  it 
imply  any  dishespeci  to  the  honorable  Secretary  ? 
I  imagine  the  honorable  Senator  is  the  only  man 
in  this  Chamber,  or  in  tlie  Wdrld,  who  could  sup- 
pose so.  '  ».     . 

Let  us  trace  this  matter  upon  the  point  of  indig- 
nity a  little.  What  does  the  honorable  Senator 
himself  propose?  "What  is  the  existing  law  witli 
regard  to  the  departhienta!  priming?  Does  it  give 
any  disctetion  t6  the  head  bf  a  Department?  Is 
he  nbt  required  to  advertJSe'for  whartvei*  pirinting 
rind  supplieshe  h^eds  in  his  office?  Is  he  rtot  ab" 
soliitely  compelled  to  give  it  tb  the  lowest  bidder? 
The  only  trusnreposed'in  him  is,  that  he  wilfbe 
able  to  tell  thai  j^650  is  less  than  $675.  My  amend- 
ment proposed  not  to  piil  hinl  in  that  degrading 
pdsition.  I  say  that  it  is  a  degrading  pSsttton, 
and  I  would  willingly,  if  I  could,  nbohsh  the  whole 
systeni.  But  the  ariiendment  proposes  thht  the 
Committee  of  Congress  shaft  make  this  contract; 
and  when  the  ebntract  is  made,  we  tnist  to  the  in- 
telligence, fairness,  and  fidelity  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  td  see  that  it  is  faiihfblly  executed. 
Where  is  the  incdnsistencj  of  this  ?  The  honor- 
able Senator  sajrS,  that  rf  this  be  Congressional 
printing,  we  are  violating  oi/r  contract  whh  the 
persons  who  have  stipulated  to  do  the  Work  for 
the  two  Hous^  df  Congress.  I  admit  it  is  not 
Congressional  printing.  It  does  ndt  come  within 
kheteVms  of  the  contract  fbr  d6m^  the  Cdngres- 
sional  printing;  No  man  supposes  it  does. 
'  Then,  in  the  next  place,  the  honorable  Senator 
says  it  is  departmental  printing,  a'nd  therefore  rt 
is  usurpation  for  the  legislative  oody  of  this  coun- 
try to  undertake  to  direct  the  manner  \x\  which  the 
cbn tract  adiould  be  made  and  executed.  Can  he 
inform  ine  by  what  pan  of  the  Constitution  it  is, 
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that  the  heads  ofthe  Department's  ficquTre  jurisdic- 
tion arid  control  over  the  putting  out  of  contmcfs 
for  printing?  Is  that  one  of  the  Executive  pow- 
ers of  the  Government?  Js  ii  the  notion  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  that  it  is  vested  in  the  head  of 
the  Department,  and  if  we  undertake  to  pass  a 
law  by  which  its  destination  is  changed ,  we  are 
violating  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Execu- 
tive? Surely,  no  man  can  suppose  th^s.  All  the 
authority  that  the  heads  of  the  Departments  hare 
over  this  subject,  is  derived  from  acts  of  Congress. 
We  conferred  the  power,  sueh  as  it  is,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  take  it  barJc  in  whole  or  in  part. 
We  have  a  right  to  provide,  that  all  the  priminff 
for  the  Departments  shall  be  done  under  the  di- 
rection of  comriiittees  of  our  own  body.  The 
whole  subject  is  one  absolutely  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  CongrcM.  I  do  not  mean  that  it  would  be 
decent  or  becoming  for  Congress  to  do  so.  I  do 
not  mean  that  1  would  agfee  to  do  it.  But  per- 
mit tne  to  say,  that  when  the  Senator  uses  thd 
word  •*  usurpation,"  he  uses  langiiage,  in  I'elatidn* 
td  this  subject,  iliat  has  no  meaning. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  his  amendment 
is  the  best  that  can  be  proposed.  No  ddtibt  he 
thinks  so.  I  am  not  quite  prepared  td  say-that  of 
my'  amendment.  But  I  think  it  is  a  pretty  good 
one.  I  think  it  is  a  respectable  amendment.  •  i 
think  it  ml^ht  have  been  discussed  in  this  Cham- 
ber without  hny  exhibition  of  wnrnith  and  excite- 
ment." Il  relates  to  a  business  transaction.  '\ 
suppose  we  all  have  a  right  to  use  our  jud/rment 
about  the  best  manner  of  doing  the  business. 
What  Is  the  Senator's  proposition?  'He  says  he 
has  another  amendment.  Ayei  sir,  reject  his  pres- 
ent amendment,  and  he  ha:s  one  thatlie  says  will 
be  the  very'thing;  uprin  the  principle  of  compro- 
mise; and  he  says  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will  not  have  any  reason  td  complbih  of  it,  although 
He*  adhiifs  It  is  wton^' In  principle  and  bad  inprac- 
tice.  That  is  a  curimrs  way  of  commending  a 
matter  6t  compromise  to  the  conside^ation  "of  the 
Senate.  Thepedptedf  the  United  States  will  hav* 
fto  right  to  Corhplain  Of 'an  amendment,  which  he 
himself  admits  lo  bewfohginpriT^cipleand  bad  m 
practice?  'If  they  bannot  compfain  dfthht,Ipray 
you,  sir,  of  whAt  can  they  cortvplain  ?  Permit  me 
to  sa^'  furth^fj  ihAl  when  the'Senntor  conihienda 
an  amefddmeni  tb  ihe  consideration  of  this  bod ri 
admitting  that  it  is  wrong  ih  principle  and  bad  m 
bractfce,  and  yet  Ahyis  the  pedple  df  the  United 
StntW,  whdse  mdney  is  to  be  used  in  -carrying  but 
ahW  executing  Its  purpose,  have'no  ri;;ht  to  com- 
plam,' he  estops  hidiself  from  offering  any  com- 
pfrtYnt  against  'amendments  bflfered  by  any  other 
S^atof'.^  ff  I  thblight  the  amendment  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  propose  was  wrong  m  prin- 
djife,  or  would  pr'ove  tiad  5n  practice,!  wduld 
certainly  instanify  withdraw  it.  But  I  believe 
neither.  .  •  .    .. 

What  does  the  Senator  propose?  Why,  says 
he,  we  will  ^ive  DotielSon  &  Armstrong  the  print- 
ing and  press-wdrk;  we  will  niake  a  bargain,  and 
trust  them  to  do  that;  but  upon  What  pretense  do 
you  give  therti  the  binding?  He  says  they  are  hot 
binders.  He  says,  afso,  they  'are  ndt  practical 
printers;  so 'that  if  the  fact  that  they  are  not  binders 
nimishes  a  sufficient  1*easbn  wlfy'they  should  not 
hrive  the  "binding,  the  fact  that  they  are  not  prht- 
tl(^al  printers  ought  to  prevent  ihen^  having  thft 
printing.  But  my  friend  does  not  aver  that.  H^ 
siiys  that  if  they  get  the  binding,  they  will  give  it 
out  and  exercise  dppression  and  extortion  upon 
mechanic^— ^practical  binders.  I  have  already  re- 
TTiarked,  as  rar  as'l  thought  necessary,  upon  the 
useof  language  of  that  kind  in  this'Chamber  wheti 
ripplied  to  personsconvictedof  no  infamous  crime, 
and  who  are,  therefore,  entitled  td  be  considered 
as  det^ently  honest,  "indifferently  honest,"  as  old 
Jack  FalsiaflT  used  to  say.  But  the  honorable 
Senator  ditght  to  have  furnished  himself  with  the 
fkcts  fn  the  case,  before  he  passed  such  a  decided 
and  dogmatic  judgment.  I  suppose  he  is  not  aware 
that  Donelson  &  Armstrong  have  one  of  the  most 
extensive  binderies  \i\  the  United  States,  and  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  practical  binders  in  the 
United  States.  They  hre,  therefore,  a^  much  pre- 
pared to  do  the  binding  as  theprinting.  They  do 
not  mean  to  do  either  with  their  own  hands;  but 
they  hrfve  employees  under  their  control  competent 
to  do  both:  ' 

Then  there  is  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
paper.  The  Senatoi*  says,  upon  this  plan,  it  is 
certain,  it  i«  ineVitabte  that  the  Government  will 


.» *' 


i  V 


4  U  .4- 


474 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  5, 


be  cheated  in  the  quality  of  the  paper;  but  upon 
his  plan  the  Government  will  be  sure  not  to  be 
cheated.  Let  us  see.  Suppose  these  men  have 
made  a  contract;  they  have  furnished  a  sample  of 
the  paper.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how 
it  necessarily  follows  that  they  must  cheat  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  that  he  cannot  de- 
termine whether  the  paper  corresponds  with  the 
sample.  He  is  to  decide  if  the  paper  corresponds 
with  the  sample.  He  has  entire  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject.  We  must  order  paper  to  be  obtained 
somewhere.  Somebody  or  other,  some  human 
being — we  cannot  invoke  superhuman  assist- 
ance on  this  subject — must  be  called  upon  to  de- 
termine whether  the  paper  furnished  corresponds 
with  the  sample.  Who  is  to  do  it?  Shall  it  be 
done  by  the  Committee  on  Printing?  I  have  the 
highest  respect  for  every  member  of  that  commit- 
tee; but  I  cannot  attribute  infallibility  to  them.  If 
it  is  possible,  if  it  is  probable,  or  if  it  is  certain, 
.that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  be  imposed 
upon,  I  think  it  is  not  unreasonable  or  extravagant 
to  suppose  that  even  that  committee  might  be 
made  tne  subject  of  imposition. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  feeling  about  this  mat- 
ter. I  felt  nothing  about  it  untU  I  found  myself 
nrrai^ed  here  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut, 
merdy  because  I  thought  proper  to  differ  from 
him  as  to  the  mode  in  which  this  contract  ought 
to  be  made.  I  have  said  before  to  the  Senate  that 
I  was  influenced  by  two  considerations  on  this 
subject.  One  was  a  desire  that  this  work  should 
not  be  put  out  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Why?  Be- 
cause we  have  had  ample  experience  in  this  Cham- 
ber that  nothing  that  is  put  out  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der is  well  executed.  However  unimportant — ^if 
gentlemen  think  it  unimportant — it  may  be,  that 
the  ordinary  documents  here  should  be  printed  on 
bad  paper,  with  bad  type,  and  when  printed  on 
this  paper  and  tjjie,  villainously  bound,  I  do 
think  if  Congress  is  going  to  make  a  large  outlay 
necessary  to  publish  the  results  of  the  late  census, 
it  concerns  the  honor  of  the  nation  that  such  a 
document  should  be  printed  on  (he  best  material, 
in  the  best  manner,  and  bound  most  effectually  for 
preservation.  This  will  not  be  like  our  ordinary 
documents,  which  are  kept  at  home  and  seen  only 
by  our  own  people,  most  of  them  exciting  but 
temporary  interest,  and  soon  passing^  into  oblivion. 
But  these  census  returns,  wnen  pnnted,  are  des- 
tined to  go  over  the  whole  earth.  I,  for  one,  as 
«n  Ammcan  citizen  and  an  American  Senator,  am 
not  willing,  occupying  the  position  we  do  in  the 
world,  that  we  shoula  stand  d^^ded  by  a  miser- 
able presentation  of  a  low,  poor,  ineffectual,  and 
discreditable  execution  of  this  work. 

One  word  as  to  what  my  amendment  proposes. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  are  to  contract  Mrith 
Messrs.  Donelson  6t  Armstrong  for  printing  and 
bindin^^  the  census  returns  on  such  terms  as  the 
committee  maj  think  reasonable  and  proper.  I 
suppose  my  fnend  from  Connecticut  cannot  object 
to  tiiat.  He  would  not  have  the  contract  made  on 
terms  unreasonable  and  improper.  We  have  con- 
fidence in  the  intelligence  and  integrity  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  We  fed  sure  that  they 
will  be  able  and  willing  to  make  a  contract  upon 
reasonable  and  proper  terms.  We  are — at  least 
I  am— willing  to  confide  that  jurisdiction  to  them. 
I  formerly  said  to  the  Senate,  that  I  should  have 
felt  myself  bound  to  vote  for  relieving  the  com- 
mittee from  this  duty,  if  the  honorable  chairman 
had^persisted  in  his  objection.  That  was  on  a 
ground  personal  to  the  Senator.  But  when  the 
committee  are  willing  to  undertake  it,  I  am  willing 
to  trust  them.  What  is  the  difficulty  about  their 
making  a  fair  and  reasonable  contract  in  relation 
to  one  part  of  this  work  as  well  as  another  ?  If 
they  can  make  a  fair  and  reasonable  contract  for 
the  printing  and  press-work,  why  can  they  not 
for  the  paper?  I  do  not  understand  that  there  is 
any  particular  mystery  about  making  a  contract 
for  paper.  If  the  size  and  quality  of  the  paper  is 
stipulated  for,  and  a  sample  is  furnished,  why  can- 
not the  cominiuee  make  a  reasonable  and  proper 
contract  for  it  as  well  as  for  press-work  ?  I  do  not 
know  any  reason  why  they  cannot.  They  can 
ascertain  what  are  the  wholesale  prices  for  paper 
as  well  as  the  price  for  press-work.  So  with  re- 
gard to  the  binding.  There  is,  therefore,  no  more 
necessary  reason  why  the  Government  should 
suffer  injustice  in  a  contract  to  be  made  by  this 
committee,  than  there  is  in  any  other  contract  to 
be  made  by  any  other  committee,  or  by  any  offi- 


cer of  the  Qovernment.  True,  sir,  every  one  may 
make  a  bad  bargain.  True,  sir,  all  of  us  united 
together,  wise,  as  we  all  know  we  are,  collectively 
and  individually,  may  make  a  bad  bargain.  The 
Committee  on  Printing  may  be  overreaclied.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  be  overreached.  So 
may  every  human  being.  But  I  feel  a  very  strong, 
confidence  that  while  my  friend  from  Connecticut 
is  on  that  committee,  there  will  be  no  great  amount 
of  overreaching  practi<fed  on  the  Government;  and 
if  I  wanted  any  reason  to  make  me  additionally 
confident  in  the  trust  reposed  in  the  committee, 
the  very  fact  that  he  has  been  designated  a  mem- 
ber of  it,  would  furnish  it. 

Sir,  exercising  what  I  consider  an  unquestiona- 
ble jurisdiction  of  legislative  j>ower  over  this  sub- 
ject; invading  no  Executive  right;  offering  affronts 
and  insults  to  no  one;  I  piropose  to  amend  this 
resolution  so  as  to  leave  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ide  to  enter  into  this  contract.  For  the  reasons 
which  1  have  stated,  I  think  they  can  and  will 
make  a  fair,  just,  and  reasonable  bargain.  The 
honorable  Slenator  from  Connecticut  seems  to 
think  that  large  profits  will  be  made  out  of  the 
Government.  He  said  he  would  not  say  exorbi- 
tant profiu.  Well,  this  is  a  large  work;  and,  for 
my  own  part,  I  am  willing  to  pay  a  large  and  lib- 
eral compensation  to  any  body  of  contractors,  or 
any  individual  contractor,  who  will  give  it  to  us  so 
executed  as  to  be  a  credit  to  the  country  and  worthy 
of  preservation.  I  have  no  desire  whatever  that 
persons  who  do  work  of  this  kind  for  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  should  be  otherwise  than  well  paid.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  more  striking  exhibition  of*  penny 
wise,  pound  folly,'*  than  in  the  attempt  to  obtain 
from  others  work,  or  property,  or  service,  for  less 
than  a  fair  and  full  remuneration.  I  should  be 
extremely  sorry  if  my  friend  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing  would  be  disposed — 1  do  not  believe 
he  would — to  make  a  hard  and  exacting  bargain. 
On  the  contrary,  I  do  him  the  full  credit  to  believe, 
that  while  he  wants  to  do  the  Government  all  jus- 
tice, he  would  be  the  last  man  on  the  committee 
who  would  be  willing  to  do  injustice  to  individ- 
uals. 

Now,  supposing  the  contract  well  made,  my 
friend  from  Connecticut  is  exceedingly  disturbed 
because  my  amendment  proposes  to  supersede  the 
necessity,  of  those  precise,  accurate,  and  cautious 
provisions  which  the  committee  might  think  proper 
to  put  in  the  contract  for  its  effectual  execution.  I 
have  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  the  committee  will 
do  their  best;  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  best  will 
be  good.  But  inasmuch  as  I  think  the  committee 
could  devise  no  better  plan  than  the  one  proposed 
in  the  amendment  which  I  have  submitted,  I  see 
no  reason  why  we  should  leave  to  the  committee 
that  which  we  can  better  do  ourselves.  And  I  am 
very  certain  of  one  thing — that  my  honorable 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  will  be  ex- 
tremely^lad  to  be  relieved  from  that  responsibility, 
as  he  would  from  any  other  responsibility  not 
fairly  and  necessarily  imposed  upon  him  in  con- 
neeuon  with  this  business.  What  is  the  proposal? 
To  leave  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  super- 
vision of  the  execution  of  the  work.  ^  There  is, 
surely,  no  Impropriety  in  that.  This  is  a  docu- 
ment compilea  under  his  superintendence.  It  came 
from  his  Department,  and  its  supervision  naturally 
falls  to  his  Department.  In  that  he  will  be  aided 
by  the  head  or  the  Census  Bureau,  who  is  familiar 
with  the  whole  work,  and  who  has  the  strongest 
possible  interest  in  its  faithful,  correct,  and  per- 
fectly accurate  execution. 

Now,  what  is  proposed  better  than  this?  The 
honorable  Senator  says  that  I  propose  first  to  let  the . 
committee  make  the  contract,  ana  then  not  to  allow 
them  to  complete  the  business.  The  reason  for  that 
is  very  obvious.  The  Committee  on  Printing  can 
easily  make  a  contract,  and  when  the  contract  is 
settled  there  is  no  necessity  for  their  further  inter- 
position. If  this  work  is  to  be  executed  it  will 
oe  going  on  for  months.  It  will  be  in  process  of 
execution  during  the  recess  of  Congress.  The 
supervision  must  be  vigilant  and  incessant.  You 
must,  therefore,  have  somebody  to  execute  it  who 
is  required  to  be  here,  who  is  always  ready  to 
apply  himself  to  the  exercise  of  such  functions. 
This  the  committee  cannot  do.  If  the  printing  is 
to  go  on  during  the  session,  would  the  honorable 
Senator  propose  that  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing  should  give  up  their  time 
to  the  daily  supervision  of  the  mode  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contract.    If  the  printing  is  to  go  on 


during  the  recess  of  Congress,  would  the  Senator 
propose  that  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
should  sit  here,  each  drawing  his  per  diem,  for  the 
purpose  of  supervising  the  execution  of  thii  priDi- 
mg* 

I  think  that  if  this  matter  is  properly  considered, 
Senators  will  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  my 
amendment  is  not  the  best  in  the  world,  it  isafair 
and  reasonable  one.  If  there  were  any  errors  and 
mistakes  in  it,  I  think  my  friend  from  Connecticut 
might  have  pointed  them  out  in  good  temper,  and 
not  have  treated  me  as  if  I  was  coming  forward  to 
aid  and  abet  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana 
in  makinf  a  foray  into  the  Treasury  of  tht  United 
States.  I  ran  assure  my  friend  that  I  have  no 
such  purpose  in  view.  I  want  this  work  to  be  ex- 
ecuted. I  want  it  taken  out  of  the  lowest-bidder 
system.  I  wish  it  to  be  well  done,  and  done  in  a 
way  in  which  it  shall  be  honorable  to  the  GoTem- 
ment.  I  want  the  man  who  executes  it  to  be  well 
paid  for  it;  acting  upon  the  same  rule  here  in  re- 
gard to  the  pubhc  business  that  I  trust  1  do  in 
re^rd  to  my  private  transactions.  To  insure  the 
fisiithful  execution  of  the  work,  I  am  willing  to 
trust  to  the  extremely  honorable  gentleman  who  u 
at  the  head  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  thif 
subject,  and  they  shall  be  but  a  very  few.  The 
necessity  of  public  printing  is  felt  by  all.  The 
question  before  the  Senate  is,  as  to  the  mode.  Shall 
we  eff'ect  it  by  a  contract  previously  entered  into, 
and  wait  its  execution,  or  shall  we  take  the  meant 
of  eff*ecting  it  ourselves,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  proper  committee  ?  Now,  why  not  gire  an 
open  contract,  as  it  is  called  ?  For  very  sufficient 
reasons,  founded  on  experience.  In  the  first  place, 
you  have  no  security  in  such  a  case  as  to  the  time, 
as  I  observed  on  another  occasion,  and  the  decen- 
nial  period  ma^  again  come  round  before  you  ^ 
your  census  printed.  You  will  not  get  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  probably,  until  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. We  expend  thousands  and  thousands  of 
dollars  for  printing  the  documents,  whose  interest 
depends  on  their  immediate  use  for  the  American 
people,  and  the  subject  of  them  sometimes  passes 
into  oblivion  before  the  documents  appear.  Now 
will  we  pursue  such  a  system  in  regard  to  such  an 
important  work  as  this? 

Again:  all  experience 'shows  that  you  cannot 
depend  upon  the  execution  of  the  contracts  made 
with  the  lowest  bidders.  Propositions  are  made 
exceedingly  low — Slower  than  parties  can  afford  to 
do  them;  and  then  they  must  do  one  of  two  things 
— abandon  the  contract,  or  do  the  work  in  an  im- 
proper manner,  and  with  improper  materials.  If 
the  contracts  are  abandoned,  and  Congress  is  not 
in  session,  the  work  goes  over  to  anoUier  session. 
So  it  may  be  through  the  whole  period.  On  the 
other  hand,  and  as  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina correctly  observed,  this  is  one  of  that  class  of 
documents  which  requires  to  be  well  done.  If  & 
contractor  enters  into  an  improvident  contract,  his 
only  other  resource  besides  that  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  to  do  the  work  badly,  as  a  great  deal  of 
our  printing  is  done.  I  am  sure  every  &nator  must 
be  ashamed  of  the  mode  in  which  a  great  deal  of 
our  printing  is  executed.  I  presume  there  is  no 
gentleman  here  who  would  have  work  for  his  ovn 
private  use  done  in  the  manner  in  which  much  m 
our  work  is  done  here. 

Then  for  these  three  very  sufficient  reasons,  that 
we  may  not  have  the  work  done  at  all — that  we  maf 
have  it  delayed,  or  badly  done,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  committee  should  enter  into  a  contract  with  some 
person  or  other,  on  reasonable  and  proper  terroi,  w 
execute  this  work  within  a  proper  tinie.    Is  ^^ 
anything  very  extraordinary  under  this  Gtovern- 
ment  ?    Is  it  one  of  those  extraordinary  prpPJ*"* 
tions  that  occasioned  a  revolution  in  the  mind  of 
every  honest  man,  such  as  it  appears  to  have  oc- 
casioned in  the  mind  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  and  on  which  he  has  spen*  ** 
much  virtuous  indignation  ?    Certainly  not.    i  on 
do  the  same  thing  every  day.    If  you  pass  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a 
particular  building,  you  leave  it  to  the  executire 
officer  to  expend  it  as  he  pleases,  to  make  t  con- 
tract for  the  materials,  and  then  have  it  put  «P  ^X 
day's  labor,  or  contract  for  both  materials  ana 
labor.    He  may  expend  it  just  in  that  way  whicii 
he  thinks  the  interests  of  the  country  reyure. 
This  is  done  very  frequenUy.    Our  statute-booM 
are  filled  with  just  such  cases.    The  nmt  pnn^ 
pie  is  adopted  in  the  Army— «  ^*  rr*^y-^ 
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erery  department  of  (Government.  It  is  a  discretion 
jou  necessarily  intrust  sometimes  to  one  officer 
and  sometimes  to  anothert 

Majr  we  ask,  why  do  we  not  leave  this  to  the 
discretion  of  the  executive  officers  ?  For  the  very 
best  of  all  reasons,  because  there  is  danger  of  the 
work  being  not  done  at  all,  or  badly  done;  and  it 
is  a  question  whether  three  members  of  the  Senate 
and  three  members  of  the- House  of  Representa- 
tives, constituting  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing, 
are  not  as  competent  to  execute  this  duty  as  any 
executive  officer  of  the  (Government,  be  he  high  or 
low.  Will  any  man  sav  they  have  not  integrity 
enough  to  execute  it  faithfully  and  justly,  as  much 
M  any  officer  of  the  (jrovemment  out  of  the  walls  of 
this  chamber?  No  one  would  advance  such  a 
preposterous  idea.  No  man,  with  any  respect  for 
his  own  feelings  or  the  feelings  of  his  collnigues, 
would  say  that  such  is  the  case.  I  take  it  that 
in  the  formation  of  this  contract  the  duty  is  safely 
lodged  in  these  three  members  of  the  Senate  and 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
particularly  when  they  have  so  able  and  so  willing 
a  man  as  tne  Senator  from  Connecticut  to  watch 
their  proceedings;  and  I  am  confident  that  no  officer 
of  the  Gk>vemment,  from  the  President  down  to 
the  lowest  officer,  (if  you  can  apply  the  term  "low" 
to  any  officer  of  the  Government,)  is  more  able  to 
do  this  work. 

Messrs.  Donelson  6t  Armstrong  are  designated 
in  the  resolution.  Why?  Every  one  knows. that 
they  are  ready  to  go  on  with  the  work.  They 
have  got  the  materials— -they  have  eot  the  presses. 
Thertfore  they  are  designated,  yjliat  is  required  ? 
Simply,  that  a  proper  and  just  contract  should  be 
made  with  them  oy  six  members  of  Congress 
responsible  to  their  respective  Houses,and  respon- 
sibte  to  the  country  for  their  action.  All  I  have 
to  say  is,  that  if  any  member  of  this  Senate  will 
rise  up  and  say  that  this  power  is  not  safely  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  six  such  men,  he  has  a  much 
lower  opinion  of  a  member  of  Congress  and  of  his 
integrity  than  I  have. 

A  word  now  with  respect  to  another  point  which 
was  very  well  met  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
'KortK  Carolina.  It  is  that  this  power  of  super- 
vision ^veo  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  ail 
right — IS  just  precisely  as  it  should  be.  I  under- 
stand that  the  gentlemen  who  are  named  in  the 
resolution  as  contractors  are  perfectly  willing  that 
there  should  be  this  supervision.  They  are  per- 
fectly wiUing  that  they  should  be  checked  by  a 
high  officer  of  the  (Government.  It  is  preposterous 
to  talk  about  iosoltin|^  an  officer  of  the  GK>vem- 
ment  by  requiring  him  to  do  this  duty.  If  he 
should  feel  insult  by  having  such  a  duty  im- 
posed on  him  by  Congress,  he  has  one  clear 
remedy,  that  is,  to  quit  his  office.  But  I  know 
very  wcdl  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  a  man  of 
high  character  and  a  faithful  officer,  and  he  would 
be  euilty  of  no  such  folly.  He  would  execute 
oor law  requiring  him  to  superintend  the  expendi- 
ture of  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
he  would  not  consider  it  an  insult  to  see  that  the 
work  was  properly  done.  Now  how  could  the 
Committee  of  Congress  execute  this  duty  of  super- 
vision ?  How  would  they  have  the  time  to  devote 
to  it?  It  was  very  well  said  by  the  Senator  from 
North  (^rolina,  they  cannot  ^  every  day  and 
see  how  the  contractor  is  gettmg  alon^.  1  take 
it  that  any  contractor  for  such  a  worx  as  this, 
inteodinf  to  execute  the  contract,  would,  fiom 
day  to  &y,  and  as  the  work  went  on,  submit  it 
to  the  supervisory  power.  He  would  not  wait 
ontil  one  naif  or  three  Quarters  of  the  work  was 
done,  for  fear  it  might  oe  rejected;  but  he  would 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  time  io  time,  as  should 
be  necessary,  exhibit  his  work  and  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  toe  supervisorjr  officer  upon  it,  and  act 
accordingly.  The  committee  cannot  do  that,  es- 
pecially as  the  work  will  not  be  finished,  I  pre- 
mme,  until  afler  the  close  of  the  session  of  (Jon- 
fress.  Are  the  committee  to  be  kept  here  during 
the  recess  to  attend  to  it,  or  will  you  commit  it  to 
t  proper  and  responsible  officer  of  the  (Sovemment 
io  whose  department  this  work  originates?  I  in- 
tended to  sav  something  more  on  the  subject;  but 
I  have  already  consumed  time  enough.  I  will  say 
that  in  reviewing  the  whole  matter,  1  can  see  no 
reasonable  objection — no  sacrifice  of  public  interests 
•-no  risk  of  duty  that  will  be  committed,  by  al- 
lowing a  committee  of  this  body  to  make  this  con- 
tract, for  I  suppose  the  committee  will  makea  ju9t 
and  proper  ont  on  their  own  responsibility.    It 


will  be  as  safe  in  their  hands  as  in  the  hands  of 
any  officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled 
to  trouble  the  Senate  with  any  remarks  on  this 
subject,  as  I  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time  when 
it  was  under  consideration  before.  It  is  in  every 
way  distasteful  to  me,  and  I  approach  it  with  ^reat 
reluctance,  on  many  accounts.  I  think  the  views 
which  I  suggested  at  the  close  of  the  debate  on 
this  resolution  when  last  discussed,  some  three 
weeks  ago,  Apply  to  the  subject  as  it  is  again  pre- 
sented to  us.  The  proposition  is,  to  do  what  we 
are  still  unprepared  to  do.  It  is  a  proposition  to 
print  a  work  which  is  not  before  us,  and  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  which  we  neither  know  nor 
understand.  Now,  can  any  Senator  upon  this 
floor  tell  me  what  it  is  proposed  to  print?  What 
is  the  extent  or  character  of  the  work?  What 
number  of  pages,  or  what  number  of  volumes  will 
it  make?  Does  any  Senator  know  anything  about 
it?  If  so,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear.  For  the  last 
three  weeks,  since  the  question  was  postponed,  I 
have  examined  it  as  closely  and  as  thoroughly  as 
I  was  able  to  do.  1  have  investi^ted  it  in  a  spirit 
of  candor,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  learn  enough 
of  it  to  e;uide  my  judgment  for  this  occasion;  but 
I  have  been  utterly  unable  to  ascertain  what,  or 
how  much,  is  proposed  by  the  resolution  to  be 
printed.  And  I  venture  now  to  say,  that  if  any 
Senator  will  rise  and  state  his  opinions  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  work,  or  what  part  of  it  shall  be 
printed,  there  will  be  no  two  Senators  here  to 
agree  with  him. 

If,  in  -its  present  form,  and  with  the  obstacles 
I  have  stated  in  the  way  of  its  practical  execution, 
this  resolution  be  adopted,  we  shall  place  our- 
selves in  a  position  which  I  cannot  better  express 
my  opinion  of,  than  by  an  anecdote,  which,  if  the 
Senate  will  pardon  me,  I  will  relate:  In  past  times, 
it  is  told,  there  existed,  somewhere  in  my  good  old 
native  State,  Virginia, a  convivial  club,  composed 
of  some  doHen  or  more  of  gentlemen,  who  were 
fond  of  wine  and  good  living,  and  once  a  week,  or 
ofUner,  met  each  other  around  the  social  board, « 
the  wine,  perhaps,  predominating  at  the  entertain- 
ment. During  l/he  time  of  this  association,  the 
country  was  i^icted  by  a  severe  and  protracted 
drought.  No  rain  haa  fallen  for  many  weeks. 
Great  apprehension  btt^n  to  be  felt  for  the  fate  of 
the  growing  crops,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community.  At  this  time,  a  meeting  of  the  club 
was  held,  and  one  of  the  members  proposed,  as  a 
means  of  propitiating  the  overruling  providence, 
that  the  club  should  so  far  moderate  their  indul- 
gences as  to  abstain  from  drinking  until  it  should 
rain;  and  a  formal  resolution  to  that  efl!ect  was 
adopted.  But  the  drought  continued.  Several 
weexs  rolled  by,  and  several  meetings  of  the  club 
were  held.  The  thirst  of  the  earth  was  great,  but 
not  greater  than  that  of  the  dub.  A  fourth  or  a 
fifUi  meeting  was  held,  and  yet  the  skies  fa  ve  no 
signs  of  relenting.  At  last,  an  old  and  influential 
member  rose  and  gravely  declared  that  his  drought 
had  become  intolerable;  and  that  as  relief  was  m- 
dispensable  to  him,  as  he  supposed  it  was  to  his 
associates,  he  would  propose  an  expedient,  by 
which  it  might  be  afiforaed  to  all;  and  heput  it  in 
this  form:  **  Retolted,  That  it  rains.'*  This  was 
adopted  by  acclamation,  and  the  club  returned 
joyously  to  their  potations. 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  will,  I  think, 
place  the  Senate  somewhat  in  the  position  of  this 
convivial  club.  It  will  be  resolving,  or  at  least 
assuming,  that  a  state  of  things  exists  which,  in 
fact,  does  not  exist.  It  will  be  assuming  that  a 
certain  amount  and  kind  of  information  is  before 
us  which,  in  fact,  is  not  here.  It  will  be  assum- 
ing, and  legislating  upon  the  assumption,  that  a 
provision  .of  the  census  law  has  been  complied 
with  by  an  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  certain  matters  therein  required  to  be 
laid  before  us  as  the  indispensable  basis  of  our 
action  are  actually  before  us,  when  no  one  will  or 
can  shy  that  such  is  the  fact — when,  indeed,  it  is 
not  the  fiu;^.  For  one,  I  am  unwilUng  to  place 
myself  in  that  position.  It  is  true,  we  have  had 
brought  before  us  a  plan  and  arrangement  of  the 
census  returns  for  the  State  of  Alary  land,  as  a 
specimen  of  the  whole  work.  Here  is  the  book. 
Have  Senators  examined  it?  Is  this  a  specimen 
of  the  work  which  the  Senate  is  willing  shall  be 
printed  for  each  State?  Will  any  Senator  open 
this  book,  look  at  it,  and  say  he  is  willin|:  to  print 
a  similar  work  for  Mch  of  the  States?  If  he  is,  he 


differs  very  widely  from  me.  I  find  in  it  matter 
which  is  altogether  unfit  for  publication.  There 
is  much  matter  here  which  was  not  contemplated, 
intended,  nor  provided  for  by  the  law;  such  as  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Census  had  no  authority  to 
incorporate  in  the  census  returns,  or  present  nere 
in  a  plan  of  publication.  He  has  exceeded  his 
authority,  and  put  in  a  large  amount  of  matter 
which  the  law  aid  not  authorize  nor  provide  for. 
Here  we  have  a  hittory  of  Maryland.  Did  the 
law  provide  for  that?  In  the  provision  it  made 
for  employing  a  clerk  to  superintend  the  taking 
of  the  census,  did  it  contemplate  the  establishment 
of  an  historical  bureau  and  the  appointment  of  a 
kiitoriographer  of  the  United  States?  And  even 
supposing  such  had  been  the  contemplation  or 
provision  of  the  law,  has  there  been  sufiScient  Umg 
to  compile  iuch  a  history  as  we  would  be  justifiol 
in  publishing?  or,  I  would  ask,  and  that,  too,  with- 
out disrespect  or  disparagement  to  the  particular 
individual,  has  he  the  requisite  qualifications  to 
write  a  history  of  all,  or  of  any,  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  ?  Here  we  have  a  general  historical 
account  of  Maryland,  occupying  ten  pages — and 
then  a  particular  history  of  each  county,  making 
eif^ht  pages  more — eighteen  pages  together,  out  of 
nmety-iix,  or  nearly  one  fiflh  of  the  whole  book  I 
Now,  where  is  the  basis  of  such  a  history? 
Whence  were  the  materials  drawn,  and  by  whom 
collected  ?  Who  will  vouch  for  their  accuracy  ?. 
And  yet,  if  we  publish  them,  as  proposed,  in  an 
official  form,  and  send  them  out  under  our  sanc- 
tion and  authority,  we  make  ourselves  responsible 
before  the  world  for  everything  this  young  gentle- 
man, who  is  called  the  Superintendent  of  Census, 
may  have  thought  proper  to  write  or  compile 
without  authority  of  law.  I,  for  one,  am  unwill- 
ing to  indorse  such  a  history  as  this,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  without  disparaging  the  intelligence 
or  impugning  the  motives  of  its  author,  I  cannot 
believe  he  was  qualified  to  write  or  compile. 

I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to 
another  portion  of  this  book;  and  it  is  one  upon 
.which  I  claim  to  speak  with  some  freedom.  I  re- 
fer to  what  is  headed  **  Medical  StatiMtiei,''  Of 
this,  there  are  sometwenty-five  pages  in  this  book 
of  ninety-six  pages.  True,  in  the  census  bill  di- 
rection was  given  to  ascertain  the  deaths,  and  the 
causes  of  the  deaths  of  individuals  throughout  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  prece'ling  the  1st  of 
June,  1850.  But  did  any  one  suppose  at  that 
time— did  any  one  understand,  that  it  was  to  em- 
brace a  compilation  of  medical  statistics  by  the 
deputy  marshals,  and  a  treatise  on  the  suoject 
preceoing  the  statistics  by  a  young  gentleman  who 
IS  not  known  as  a  medical  man,  and  who,  so  far 
as  I  know,  makes  no  pretension  to  be  one?  Did 
any  one  suspect  that  such  a  production  as  this 
was  to  be  brought  here  ?  Here  we  have  a  treatise 
on  the  nicest  questions  in  medical  science,  which 
have  been  mooted  for  ages  by  the  profession; 
here,  also,  tabular  statements  of  disease,  and  dog- 
matical discriminations  between  Jkven,  laid  oflT  in 
rule  and  figure  work,  with'  the  precision  of  a  de- 
monstration in  mathematics  I  Here,  sir,  we  find 
catarrhal,  inflammatory,  bilious,  and. congestive 
fevers,  regulariy  separated  and  arranged;  and  even 
that  nicest,  ana  ofVen  most  difficult,  of  all  distinc- 
tions, (I  mean  the  distinction  between  tyjthus  and 
tifphoid  fever,)  drawn  with  a  boldness  and  a  dog- 
matism from  which  the  ablest  and  most  experi- 
enced of  our  medical  men  would  shrink.  And  all 
this  by  a  young  gentleman  who,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, cannot  have  the  peculiar  qualifications  in- 
dispensable to  the  perforinance  of  such  a  work, 
but  selected  altogether,  it  is  understood,  for  his 
present  position  in  view  of  his  general  intelligencet 
and  some  aptitude  in  statistical  studies. 

But  suppose,  for  the  argument*,  that  the  law  did 
rjMiuire  him  to  collect  all  this  mass  of  medical  sta- 
tistics, and  even  to  write  the  preliminary  treatise 
with  which  he  has  favored  us,  is  there  any  obli- 
gation upon  us  to  print  and  publish  it?  I  appre- 
hend not.  It  is  wholly  within  our  discretion  to 
exclude  from  the  publication,  or  to  retain,  any 
portion  of  the  matter  presented  to  us.  If,  in  our 
opinion,  any  portion  be  valueless,  (as  I  suppose 
every  one  will  admit  this  to  be,)  it  is  not  only  our 
right,  but  our  duty  to  exclude  and  reject  it.  Fend- 
ing the  census  bill,  and  while  the  schedules  were 
under  discussion  here,  I  moved  to  strike  out  this 
one  about  diseases,  and  gave  as  a  reason,  that  the 
persons  who  would  take  the  census,  were  incom- 
petent to  obtain  or  give  reliable  iiiformation  on 
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thij  subject.  That  cotumn  was  retained,  however, 
aiid  here  we  hnve  the  result — more  thdiione  fourth 
Of  the  whole  book — twenty-five  out  of  ninety-six 

f>n^es — made  up  o{  *^vudical  statistics ^^^ and  a  pre- 
Jmumry  aiscourse  upon  them,  Which,  I  venture 
to  5Ay  that  no  intelh^ent  man  in  or  out  of  the 
Senate,  find  no  one  deserving  the  name  o{  physi- 
cinn  anywhere,  would  rely  upon  as  authority  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  Surely,  sir,  no  obligation 
rests  upon  us  to  print  and  publish  anything  like 
that.  Every  consideration  of  propriety,  it  seems 
to  me,  forbids  it. 

Here,  sir,  we  have  eighteen  pages  ofkistory  and 
geology  J  and  twenty-five  pages  of  medicine  ^  in  a 
book  of  ninety-six  pages — nearly  one  half!  I  wHl 
not" dwell  longer  upon  this  as  indicating  the  char- 
acter of  the  work.  Nor  do  I  undertake  to  assert 
positively;  that  it  is  irtaccurate  in  either  histon)  br 
lis  medithie.  But  I  do  say,  that  we  have  no  such 
evideiice  of  its  accuracy,  or  its  value,  as  to  justify 
us  in  printing  it  at  great  expense,  and  sending  ft 
Out  to  the  world  as  an  authoritative  basis  of  im- 
portant calculations  vitally  affecting  the  interest  of 
our  constituents.  •        ' 

Here,  then,  comes  up  tlie  question,  what  por- 
tion of  this  work  shall  be  primed  ?  Is  the  Senate 
prepared  to  answer  this  question  now  ?  Oi-  is  it 
intended  that  the  Printing  Conimitteii  shall  answer 
it,  by  deciding  what  shall  or  what  shall  not  be 
primed?  As  I  *iid,  when  this  resolution  was 
under  consideration  before,  I  do  not  think  thecorn- 
mhtee  qoklified  t^  make  the  contract  as  nt  first 
proposed.  Then  far  l^ss  qualified  are  they  for  this 
Additional  and  complicatea  tfnty  of  deciding  upon 
the  character  of  every  part  of  th«i  wdrk. 

I  have  submitted  these  remarks,  in  support  of 
the  position  with  ^hich  1  set  out,  that  we*have  not 
before  us  facts  pnough  to  judge  of  the  chara<*ter  of 
the  whole  wbrk  it  is  proposed  to  print,  or  to  deter- 
mine how  much  of  it  bu»ht  to  be  J3rint6d.  With 
my  pirescni  impressions,  if  called  upon  to  say  what 
part  of  litis  book  ishbuld  be  printed,  I  would  at 
dnce  throw  away  nearly  orte  half  of  it,  and  then 
consider  how*  rrtuch  of  the  remainder  was  worth 
preserving.  Would  the  Senate  Sgt^e  with  me  in 
that?  Some  Senators  would ^  I  am  very  sure;  but 
there  are  othrt'S,  h  majority,  probaWy,  who  wouW 
not.  Hov*",  then,  is  it  lt>  be  settlied.'  If  not  settled 
by  the  Senate  irt  ftdvartcei  and  the  resolution 
should  go  ta  the  committee,  would  ^e  be  auihdr- 
btfed  to  make  the  selectibn  of  the  paHs  for  publi- 
eaiion,unti  exclude  th^  rest?  Of  wouM  we  be 
expected  to  print  the  whole — histdVy, 'geology, 
fnedicine,  and  all,  in  a  lum;^;  as  it'cohies  from  the 
Cen^*  Office?  '    ' 

'  r  -will  here  remind  the  Senate  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  prepairatifiri  and  pasSa^'of 
the  census  bill.  Thosei  Circtimstatices  sht>w  thit 
Congress  intended  artd  deiermin'ed  that  taking  the 
SeVeiith  CeVliius  8h6uld  be  no  haisiy  of  uncon- 
sidered work;  but  that  every  step  in  its  pro^ss, 
from  begintiing'to  end,  should  be  so  carefully  taken 
as  to  secure  accuracy,  afld  give  value  to  the  wtffk. 
Accordingly,  the  first  ^tep  taken  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Census  Boara,  comprised  of  the  high 
Executive  ofl!c€?rtr  of  the  Government,  to  prepare 
and  "subhiit  A  plan.  Next,  the  Senate  appointed  a 
ielect  committee  of  the  most  experieneed  memberti 
of  this  body,  to  consider  and  report".  Then  the 
joint  labors  of  this  Board  and  thih  committee,  wefe 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  herej  as  yott  well 
know, Aindet-went  a  protracted,  careful,  and  thor- 
ough discussion  and  revision.  Having,  after  ma- 
terial modifications  passed,  here, it  went  throtigh  the 
ordeal  of  the  other  House. "  The  law,  as  it  stands 
upon  the  stattite-book,  is'the  result  of  all  that  labor. 
That  \hw  directs  when  and  how  the  census  shall 
be  taken,  and  the  subjects  to  be  embraced  in  it, 
leaving  nothing  In  that  respect  to  the  discretion  of 
secretaries,  clerkd,  or  superintendents.  And  it  di- 
rects, also,  thaf,  when  the  work  of  collecting  the  pre- 
icribed  information  should  have  been  completed, 
then  the  oflficer  in  charge-  should  arrange  and  sub* 
mit  it,  with  a  plan  for  publication,  to  this  session 
of  Congress.  And  fof  ivhat  purpose  wSts  this 
provision  for  its  presentation  to  us  here,  niade  in 
the  law?  Coupled  with  the  other  provision,  that 
its  printing  should  be  left  to  our  direction,  shows 
(iledrly  enough  that  it  was  thus  reserved  for  our 
revision,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  its  accuracy, 
as  far  as  such  a  work  would  be  made  accurate,  by 
fepeated  and  careful*  examination,  not  only  by 
Executive  oflicers,  but  by  Congress  itself,  rf ow, 
Bir,'aU  this  precaution,  deemed  wise  at  the  time, 
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was  a  very  unnecessary  and  senseless  procedure, 
or  it  is  now  proposed,  by  hurrying  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  is  an  exceedingly  imprudent  and 
improvident  thing. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Smith]  raised  ti  question,  and  was  responded  to  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Badger,]  upon  which  I  must  say  a  word,  as  it 
involves  the  action  of  the  Printing  Cortimittee.  It 
is,  whether  this  is  Co^gression^  or  departmental 
printing.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  says  it 
IS  departmental  priniinisr,  while  the  Senator  from 
Norin  Carolina  says  it  is  Congressional  printing. 
Mr.  BADGER.  1  say  that  it  is  Congressional 
printing,  for  Congress  to  do  what  it  pleases  with 
it;  but  that  it  does  not  come  under  the  contract 
for  Con^ressionaLprinting. 

Mf.  BORLAND.  1  will  state  the  opinion  and 
action  of  the  Printing  Comniittee  on  that  point. 
When  this  resolution  was-  originally  introduced 
and  sent  to  the  committee,  the  contractor  for  the 
printing  for  this  Congress  sent  in  a  communication 
claiming  the  census  printing  under  hiii  contract. 
Upon  the  question  thus  presented,  the  committee 
decided,  if  not  unanimously;  very  nearly  so,  that 
it  was  not  such  printing  as  the  public  printer  could 
claim  under  his  contract,  for  the  single  but  suffi- 
cient reason  that  it  was  expressly  reserved  by  the 
census  bill  fot  the  future  direction  of  Congress, 
and  the  contract  had  been  subsequently  maae  un- 
der the  general  law,  in  View  of  the  existence  of 
that  express  j^esctvation  in  a  special  law.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  such'  printing,  though  certainly 
Congressional  priming,  as  tlie  contractor  could 
claim;  artd  fbr  a  similar  reason,  it  cet-tainly  is  hot 
departmental  printing.  To  dispose  Of  it  now, 
iherefbre,  as  Co/ngres-s  may  determine,  is  but  tar- 
rying out  the  law  of  1850,  and  is  neither  trench- 
ing upOn  the  rights  of  the  public  printer,  nor 
usurping  power  ^hich  belongs  to  any  onfe  of  the 
Departments. 

1  \vill,  in  conclusion,  briefly  allude  to  the  objec- 
tions I  urged  against  this  resolution,  when  it  Was 
first  befbre  the  Senate.  1  thought  tften,  and  irtili 
•think,  thhtit  imposes  dntiesupon  the  Committee 
ott  Printing  whidh' were  not  contemplated  by  the 
Senate  When  the  cortimittee  was  originally  organ- 
ized'-^uties  for  \chich  they  a^e  not  qpalined,  ttnd 
which  they  cannot  fairly  or  properly  be  called 
dpoti  to  perform.  These  objections,  it  seems  t» 
me,  are  valid  ones,  atid  ought  to  -be  contilusive 
againM  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  But,  fcir, 
as  it  seenis  to  be  the  determination  of  this  body  to 
adopt  Aesubstanceof  the  resolution  in  someform, 
and  to  impose  those  diities  upon  the  committee, 
however  repughant  to  us  they  may  be,  I  sup- 
poj*fe  submission  lo  the  Senftte'S  decree  Will  be- 
come Oiir  dilty— to  be  pehformed  as  best  we  may. 
And  as  this  must  be  so,  I  submit  still  further  to 
the  Senate  if,  #heh  we  are  required  to  begirt  the 
work,  we  ou^ht  not,  in  common  fairness,  to  be 
allowed  to  finish  it?  I  am  opposed  tO  having  any 
portion  of  thi*  work  imposed  upon  me;  but  if  I 
am  to^  be  compelled  to  do  it  in  part,  I  insist  upon 
doing  the  whole  of  it.  If  I  have  to  malre  the  con- 
tmct,  I  claim  the  privilege  of  seeing  it  properly 
executed.  If  f  am  tO  be  held  responsible,  as  surely 
1  will,  and  ought  to  be,  for  the  character  of  the 
contract,  I  ask  nothing  but  what  is  fair  when  I 
hfisislt  that  I  shall  be  anoWed  to  protect  myself  in 
that  responsibility,  throughout  the  Work,  by  see- 
ing thiae  it  is  properly  done,  as  1  contracted  for  it 
to  oe  done,  and  am  best  qualified  to  judge  when  it 
is  done.  I  say  none  of  this  in  disrespect  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior;  for  I  have  no  doubt  he 
would  have  any  work  intrusted  to  him,  well  and 
faithfully  done;  but  I  Say  it  in  simple  justice  to 
myself  and  the  committee. 

The  proposed  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Contiect!cut'[Mr.  Smith]  is  to  separate  the  con- 
tact fot  the  printing'  from  the  pitrchase'of  the 
paper.  I  do  not  object  to  the  object  thus  sought 
ty^he  accomplished;  but  I  think  it  unnece»sai*y  as 
part  of  the  resolution.  If  the  cominittee  be  given 
authority  to  contract  for  the  work  of  having  the 
census  printed,  it  will*  be  entirely  competent  lor 
thenl  under  that  authority  to  make  a  separate  con- 
tract for  the  paper.  I  Am  opposed  to  nantpering 
the  committee  with  partial  instructions.  If  they 
are  to  be  instructed  j  in  part,  as-  to  how  the  con- 
tract shall  be  made,  I  ask  that  they  shall  be  in- 
structed in  every  particular.  If  you  require  this 
work  of  them  at  all,  let  their  discretion  be  com* 
mensurato  with  their  responsibility. 
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There  is  but  one  more  su^stion  1  have  to 
make,  and  I  am  done.  And,  m  making  it,  1  wH- 
efate  my  opposition  to  the  whole  proceeding,  but 
proceed  upon  the  supposition,  now  become  cer- 
tainty, that  this  resolution  will  be  adopted  in  some 
form.  It  is  the  only  proposition  I  expect  to  offer 
hi  the  way  of  amendment.  I  will  read  it  now  fdr 
the  information  of  the  Senate,  and  will  offer  it  at  a 

f  roper  time  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolutioA. 
t  is  this: 

Provided^  That  tbe  contract  herein  required  to  be  made 
sbaU  be  flubmiiled  to,  iind  shall  recetve  the  ratification  of 
Congress,  before  it  shall  be  binding  upon  the  parties. 

The  reason  for  this,  I  think,  will  be  obvious,  as 
I  feel  sure  it  is  a  sound  one.  It  is,  that  those  mm- 
bers  of  the  Senate  who  seem  so  much  disposed  to 
impose  this  duty  upon  a  committee  may,  when 
the  duty  shall  have  oeen  performed,  have  thepriv- 
ili^e  of  sharing  its  responsibility  with  those  who 
will  have  done  the  labor. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Before  this  part  of  the  census 
which  has  now  been  laid  upon  our  tables  was  tob- 
mitted  to  us  for  otn*  inspecuon,  I  deemed  it  prema- 
ture for  the  Senate  to  take  any  definite  action  on  the 
resolution  now  before  us.  We  have  had  laid  on 
our  desks  that  portion  of  the  censtis  which  com- 
prises the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  with  that  before 
us,  I  think  we  are  as  welt  prepared  to  act,  and  to 
act  definitely  in  relation  to  the  whole  matter,  as  we 
can  be  at  any  subsequent  time. 

I  think  there  has  been  another  question  mingled 
with  this  resolution  which  does  not  |)roperly  be- 
long to  it.  When  it  fihall  come  propetly  hifore 
th6  Senate,  I  shall  concur,  as  I  do  most  cheerfally 
in  neariy  every  .word  "which  has  fallen  from  m 
lips  of  the  chairman  of  the  Comhiittee  on  Printin*. 
What  shall  befirinted  is  not  now  the  question.  The 
simple  question  for  us  now  to  determine  is:  Who 
cfhall  do  it  ?  When  that  question  shall  hare  been 
settled,  I  shallconcut'  in  neariy  all  the  suggestions 
that  have  been  mad^  by  thechairmati  of  the  Com* 
nfiittee  ton  Printing.  When  the  measures  shall 
have  been  mati^ed — when'  the  Senate  shall  have 
determined  in  what  manner  the  work  shall  be  diHie, 
I  shtUrolfer  certain  "instructions  directory  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  in  relation  to' their  dwties, 
their  powers,  and  in  relation  tO' what  shall  or  sfatfl 
not  be  printed. 

In  my  Judgment  there  is  a  great  portion  of  this 
worki  relating^  to  hiedical  statlAiics,  thkt  H  both 
tained  in  it  at  all,  may  be  compressed  into  a  tery 
few  pages.  I  learn  that  from  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Census  Btireau.  There  are  Other  portions 
which  I  think  are  inappropriately  there,  as  I  haW 
stated-to  the  Senate  upon  aikrther  occiasion. 

There  are  ftlso,  in  my  judgment,  deficiendes 
which  shoujd  be  suppliea.  Certainly  there  «w 
deficienciea  which  will  apply  to  the  section  of  the 
Urtioh  from  which  I  come.  I  think  I  may  sav  » 
all  the  New  England  Senators,  and  to  some  of  the 
Senator*  from  other  States,  where  the  States  are 
divided  into  towntf,  that  the  whole  census  retaiM 
will  he  regarded  as  very  nearly  useless,  unless  irt 
can  have  the  census  of  our  States  presented  by 
towttrf.  This  portion  of  the  census  before  as,  com- 
prisihg  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  is  to  be  the  «ampl«i 
aHd  it  contains  only  eooniies.  Senators  ^ill  npm- 
lect  that  in  sOme  poirtions  of  the  Union  neAi^sD 
the  power  of  the  State  is  vested  in  the  municipal 
ttathorities  of  the  towns,  and,  withotit  a  tabular 
stateinent  of  the'  census  of  the  towns,  the  returns 
fbr  those  States  would  be  useless.  But,  as  f  hat* 
said,  these  are  questions'  hot  now  before  cs,  i«dl 
do  not  now  propose  to  discusK  them.  After  the 
resolution  shall  hnve  passed,  or  af^er  some  other 
method  shaH  have  been 'indicated  by  the  Senate, 
then  I  think  it  will  be  proper  fbf  the  Senate  w  de- 
termine what  shall  and  What  dhall  liot  be  printed. 
Whert  that  period  shall  arrive,  if  no  one  etoe  wiU 
assume  the  duty,  I  shall  have  certain  pracntw 
points  to  Bubniit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  take  its  Opinion  tipon  theill 

Several  Senators  desired  that  the  Senate  should 

noMiradioum. 
Mr.GWIN.    I  know  that  there  is  an  impatience 

to  adjourn  all  round  theS«matte;  btitl  wirfi  ttxiw 
the  attention  of  the"  Senate  to  thi*  fact;  O^j^^^l 
Monday  we  shall  have-up  the  tesohiUon  oftne 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  CtAliaB,]  <*" 
which  he  Is  goihg  toaddi^ais  the  Senate;  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  l^['Y^**'^ 
on  Tuesday;  atnd  to-morrow  is  private  wll  tiav. 
The  Senator  frewi  Fllinois  [Mr.  Siitta.i>»]  hw  the 
floor  on  oBothW  qated«o  <>rim|»W«lw«»  »*fr 
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day.  If  we  do  not  come  to  a  TOte.on  this  resell^* 
tioo  to-day,  we  shall  postpone  action  upon  it  to  an 
almost  indefinite  timie*  i  hope  ti>atwe  shall  have 
soraeihins:  approaching  a  test  vote  before  we  ad> 
JQUTQ.  We  can  have  something  like  a  test  vote  to 
tee  whether  it  is. the  sense  of  me  Senate  that  tins 
vork  shall  be  given  to  the  particular  imUviduals 
named  in  tlie  resolution.  If  that  is  settled  we  can 
go  into,  the  details  hereafter.  I  hope,  therefore,  be- 
fore  the  Senate  a*djoun)s  we  shall  have  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  PEARCE  next  obtained  the. floor,  but 
yielded  it^  at  the. solicitation. of  Senators, and, 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  5,  1852. 

;  TheHouse  met  pursuantto  adjournment.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mqrgax. 

The  Joumalofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the 
oiMuiimous  consent  of  the-  House  to  introduce  the 
■Mttoria)  of  John  W.,  Horton,  and  forty  other 
otizena  of  Pennsyiviuiia,  praying  the  aboUtion  by 
Coni^reos lof  the  national  chaplaincy  system. 

Mx.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

•  Mr.  PARKER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  Uial  purpose. 

•  The  SPEAKER.    Such  a  motion  is  not  in  or- 
der (o-clay.. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  of  "Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  ciyil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  ending  30th  of  June,  1853» 
and  for  other  purpose^;,  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  committed  to,  the  Coai- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  Hoi|se  on  the  state  of  tlie 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  INDIANA. 
Mr.  LX>CKHAB.T,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced the  following  joint  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
fswkuure  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  were  re- 
Cerred  to  the  appropriate  committees,  as  indicated 
briow: 

A  jotni  resolution  instructing  the  Senators  and 
requeivting  the  Representatires  in  Congress  from 
tliat  State  to  procure  a  site  for  a  national  armory 
m  the  waters  .of  the  Ohio  river  at  Evansville, 
within  the  State  of  Indiana;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

A  joint  resolution. in  relation  to  construeting  a 
canal  around .tha  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
.  A  joint  resolution  relative  to  granting  public 
lands  to  settlers;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
he  Lauds. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  the  Greneral  Government  a  grant  of  unsold 
knds  an  the  Vincennes  district,  Indiana,  for  the 
beo^t  of  common  schools;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ov  Public  Lands.     ■ 

Mr.  SWEETSER  moved,  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  \xpon  the  special  orders. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
agreed  to. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  flouse  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  upon  the  special  orders,  (Mr.  Olds  in  the 
chair.)  ' 

The  CHATRMAl^.  Tke  business  before  t^e 
committee  is  the  special  order,  beinjg;  Senate  bill 
No.  146,  mtJiking  land  warre^nts  assignable,  aud 
for  other  purposes.  The  gentleman.from  Indiana 
'Mr.  Brcnton]  is  entitled  to  the  floor  from  yester- 
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Mr.  BHENTON.  I  do  not  wish  to  consume 
the  full  time  allotted  to  me  under  the  rule  in  t|xe 
further  discussion  of  this  question.  At  the  close 
of  my  remarks  yesterday,  I  was  Ql>out  to  state 
that  m.  a4^ition>  tp  .the  pieculiar  facts  connected 
irith  the  question  under  discussion,  and  apart  from 
those  facts,  I  placed  myself  jn  re^^ard  tp  the  third 
lection  of  this  bil|  upon  the  higher  ground-~4i- 
tfcxed  to  the  importance  and  propriety  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  as  it  is-:7that  the  law  by  whicli  our 
land  officers  are  o^^anized,  and  which  fixes  the 


it  isjG^,well«4ettled  principle  .pf  tli^  law.  regulating 
contracts  between  individuals,  that  where  one  mail 
renders  service,  for  another,  and  at  his  request,  that 
the  person  rendering  the  service  shfUl  be  compen- 
sated iqr  his  labor,  according  to  the  terms  of  tiie 
contract  made  between  tjiiem;  and  that  if  no  spe- 
cific contr^^ct  is  m^de^.tneu  the  compensation  shall 
be  according  to  the  native  and  value  of  the  service 
renderef],  which  la  generally  deterniincd  by  the 
custom  of  the  country.,  . . 
.  Now,  if. we  .are  disposed  to  apply  this  rule  to 
the  case  before  us,  how  will  the  n>atter  stand  ? 

Here  are  one  huiidred  and  thirty-six  men,  who 
have  been  employed  by  the  Government,  to  perform 
certain  and  specific  duties,  duties  which  oie  essen- 
tial to  the  execution  and  admimstration  of  your 
la\v;8,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the  public 
domain.  These  duties  have  been  faithfully  per- 
formed; and  being  satifactory,  they  are  (iccepiea  by 
the  Gqvtrpment.  This  no  of^p  will  deny.  This 
much  being. (admitted,  what  is  our  next  duty  ?  Why 
Siimply  to  asceirtain  t^e  arnount  of  compensation 
tli^se  employees  of  the  Government  are  entitled  to 
receivf.  ,.  ,  .   .     .  ,  \ 

Then  the  question  arises,  how  shall  this  be  as- 
certained? My  answer  i^^  according  to  the  law 
authorizing  tlieir  employment,  and  fixing  the  com- 

fensation  for  their  services.  What  is  that  law? 
t  is  provliied  that  each  register  and  receiver  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  $500,  and  a  commis- 
sion of  one  per  cent,  on  their  reqeipts..  Noth- 
ing can  be  plainer  than  this.  Would  not  a  jury 
of  the  country  decide  without  hesitation^  thaC'iliey 
were  entitled  to  their  commis9ion  on  all  the  lands 
disposed  of  by  them,  by  virtue  of  tli^ir  authority 
from  the  Gpvernment?  And  yet  there  are  gentle- 
men here  who  think  and  say — no  dpubt  honestly 
— tliatfor  more  than  half, of  the. labor  they  have 
performed  they  shall  receive  nothing  at  all.  Why 
18  this?  Is  it  because  there  is  any  law  prohibiting 
it?  I  understand  that  some  gentlemen  are, under 
the  impression,  that  the  acts  of  CongriBss  au.ihor- 
izuig  tjie  issue  antl  location  of  land  warrants  pro- 
hibit this  compensation.  Tlys  is  a  mistake;  thei:e  is 
no  such  prohibition..  Why,  then,  has  the  com- 
pensation .been  withheld?  Simply  because  the 
Department,  in, their. cautioi^a  ^nd  vigilant  guar- 
dianship over  the  public  .'if reasufy,, have  decided 
against  it.  And  these  claims  come  here  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  appeal  from  that  decision;  and  all  tb.at  is 
required,  ot  you  is  to  give  ti^e  egress  auUiprity 
to  the  proper  officers  to  investigate  and  allow  the 
claims  accordjijig  to  the  facts  of  eacli  cose. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
data  from  which  the  Commissioner  can  determine 
the^imount.of  these  claims.  Certainly. those  who 
urge,  this  objection  have  not  made  themselves  famil- 
iar with  the  operations  of  our  land. system  and 
land  office.s.  Every  register  is  required  to  report 
to  the  General  Land  Office  ^^lonthly ,  and  to  furnish 
an  abstract  of  locations  niade,  with.the  naq^ies  of  the 
persons  locating;,  distinguishing  between  the  war- 
rantee .and  assignee.  By  xaking  these  abstracts, 
and  deducting  from,  the  assigned  warrants  the 
amount  received  under  the  ai^thority  of  the  act  of 
1848,  the  residue  is  the  amount  to  which  these 
officers  are  entitled. 

But  it  is  said  thqt  these  officers  have  profited  by 
receiving. illegal  fees.  Well,  this  bill  is  sufficient- 
ly guar(i<)(i  on  that  point,  for  itprovides  that  ho 
officer  who  shall  be  proved  to  have  received  any 
fees  not  allowed  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  anv 
compensation  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

I  shall  close  with  these  additional  remarks,  that 
if  the  General  Governriient  authorizes  its  officers 
to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  for  a  vaTuable  con- 
sideration, whether  that  consideration  be  cash,  or 
its  equivalent,  it  cannot  consistently  withhold  prop- 
er remuneration  from  its  officers.  , 

Suppose  that  the  acts  of  1847  and  1850,  instead 
of  authorizing  the  issue  ofland  warrants,  had  given 
to  the  soldiers  military  scrip,  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment /or  public  lands,  would  the  ofiicers  have  oeen 
compensated  for  exchanging  the  public  lands  for 
this  Kind  of  paper?  Certainly;  and  such  has  bieen 
the  practice  of  the  Government;  andyet  this  scrip 
is  not  cash.  Such  scrip  isnowissuedand  received 
in  paymenf  for  public  lands.  My  argument,  in 
short,  is  this:  that  where  the  Government  officers 
are  required  to  dispose  of  t^ie  public  lands  for  cash 
or  its  equivalent,  they  are  entitled  to  full  compen- 
sation for  their  services. 
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ment,  and  in  one  sense — and  that  an  important 
one — equivalent  to  cash;  therefore  the  officers  are 
entitled  to  compensation  for  locating  a  land  war- 
rant. I  prese/.t  my  amendment  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, and  hope  that  the  committee  will  adopt  it, 
and  with  it  recommend  the  passage  of  the  Senate 
bill.  .^  .     ,  .  ,       ■ 

Mr.  YATES  eiaid;  I  wish  to,  speak -upon  two 
sections  pf  the  Senate  bill.  .  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
simple  statement  of  the  facts,  is  all  that  js  neces- 
sary to  determine  the  action  of  this  House  in  al- 
lowing to  the  regi8^ers  and  receiyers  the  compensa- 
tion they  ask.  This  House,  I  am  sure,  would  not 
willingly  do  an  act  of  deliberate  injustice,  nor 
woulilit  omit  to  do  an  act  of  positive  justice.  If 
the  memberji  of  this  House  arc  satisfied  that  the 
compenaation  of  re":isters  and  receivers  has  been, 
and  ig  now,. and  in  the  future  Js  likely  to  be,  iiiftd- 
eqi^iate,  then,  sir,  it  would  be  an  imputation  upon 
the  sense  of  justice  ^f  this  House  to  intimate  that 
it  would  Nvilhhpld  fair  and  honest  compensation. 

What  are  the  fccts  ?  We  have  the  petitions  of 
regist.ers  and  receivers  before  us,  stotih?  tiiat  tjicif 
c/m)pensatidn  is  entirely  inadequate.  They  aliow 
to  us  thc^t  their  (stated  con^pcpsatiop  is  a  salary  of 
$500,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  cash 
saleg,  and  that  from  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted 
cIerk-hire,office-rent,  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses. 
They  tell  us  that  the  compensation  of  lociiting 
warrants  does  not  amoimt  to  a  sufficient  ^um  to 
pay  clerks,  which  they  are  compelled  to  keep  for 
that  service,  and  the  duties  of  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  clerks.  They  also  inform  us 
that  the  service  of  locating  warrant3  is  four  or  five 
times  as  great  as  when  the  lands  are  entered  with 
cash;,  that  in  the  location  of  each  warrant,  the 
registe^rs  and  receivers  have  to  examine  every  war- 
rant, and  the  assign tnents  on  the  same—to  examine 
the  petition,  affidavits,  certificates,  and  powers  of 
attorney  where  they  arc  located,  by  an  agent  of  tl^o 
grantee,  to  make  the  entries  upon  tlieseveralbookii 
of  his  office,  to  fprvard  his  aostracts  to  Washipg.- 
ton,  &c.  And  we  are  truly  told^  that  in  many  dia,- 
tricts  since  the  passage  of  the  bpuhiyJiVld  laws  of 
1847,  the  ent/ies  vvitlxcash  are  comparotively  levy:. 
These  entries  are  made  with  land /vrarrants,,sp 
tlmt  the  lat)d  officers  are  deprived  almost  entirely 
of  the  one  per  cent,  commission  to  which  they 
arc  entitled  on  actual  ca^jh  sales.  And  we  are  noyr 
about  to  ena(^t  that  these  land  warmpts  shall  be 
made  assio;nable,  This  will  brin^  them  , into  t^o 
market  in  Targe  quantities  j.  they  will  find  tjieir  way 
to  the  different  land  offices,  ana  almost  every  entry 
will  be  made  with,  warrants. .  There  are  very  fe\y 
men  who  wjll.  plank  down  the  gold  apd  silvpr  at 
the  rate  of  $200  for  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  when  they  can  buy  a  warrant  for  J^  or  §100, 
and  with  that  buy  the  same  quantity  of  land* 
Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  inevitable  eifect ,  of 
n)^king  these  warrants  assignable  wil}  be  to  render 
that  part  of  the  l^w  which  gives  one  per  cent, 
commission  on  actuai  cash  entries  almost  a  oulli- 
ty,  leaving  the  land  officer  with  the  salary  of.JSdO, 
and  a  tri/ling  compensation  out  of  the  commiai- 
sion,  from  whicl>  are  to  be  deducted  clerk-hire, 
office-rent,  fuel,  and  incidental  expenses.  ,    ,. 

I  will  refer  the  House  to  facts  and  figures,. whic^ 
I  have  obtained  in  ahswq-  to  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Commissioher  of  the  .General  Land  Offic^, 
and  which  will  show  to  this  House  that  the  p^^t 
and  present  registers  and  receivers  in  t|ie .  iaiVd 
office  at  Springfield,  tllinois,  hfxve  not  received  an 
adequate  compen^tiop  for  their  services. 

Between  the  passage  of  the  act  of  February  lllh, 
1847,  and  the  31st  of  October,  18^1,  a  period  of 
four  years  and  eight  mtmths,  the  number  of  mil- 
itary bounty  land  warrants  located  in  thie  district 
of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  was 
1983;  of  this  number  1800  were  assigned  wafranta. 
upon  which  the  register  and  receiver  received  fifty 
cents  on  each  warrant.  Tints  in  a  period  of  four 
years  and  eight  months,  the  register  and  receiver 
each  received  for  thjp  iQcatjngof  assigned  land  war- 
rants, the  sum.  of  $900,  or  at  the  rate  of  J225  per 
annum.  In  the  same  period  of  four  years  and  eight 
months,  the  amount  of  cash  received  from  the  sales 
ofthe  publiclands  at  thesame  office,  was  $102,594, 
upon  which  the  commission  of  one  per  cent,  would 
be  $1,025;  or  at  the  rateof^256  per  year.  Now  add 
the  $225  received  upon  assigned  land  warrants,  and 
the  $256,  the  commission  received  Qn  c^sh  sales, 
to  the  stated   compenfjatioh, of  ^^,^n^  we  fiad 
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of  February  11th,  1847,  has  been  |981.  Now, 
sir,  deduct  from,  this  sum  a  reasonable  allowance 
to  be  paid  by  them  for  a  competent  clerk,  say 
$400,  for  office>rent  |150,  and  (150  for  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, incidental  expenses,  and  for  receiving, 
safe-keeping  and  transmitting  the  public  moneys, 
and  there  is  left  to  the  register  and  receiver  each 
the  small  ^pittance  of  (381,  as  a  compensation  for 
their  services,  and  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a  hig^h 
and  responsible  character.  Now ,  sir ,  these  are  the 
facts;  and  I  appeal  to  this  House,  by  a  solemn  sense 
of  justice,  not  to  withhold  a  fair  compensation  to 
these  officers  for  the  services  they  have  rendered. 

This  House  cannot  hesitate  between  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  a  bill  now  allowing  to  registers 
and  receivers  for  their  services  heretofore  in  loca- 
ting these  warrants,  and  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee — 
namely,  that  each  register  and  receiver  who  shall 
deem  himself  aggrieved  shall  present  his  separate 
claim  to  Congress.  Shall  we  impose  upon  every 
land  officer  the  arduous  duty  of  becoming  a  suitor 
to  Congress,  of  employing  an  agent  or  coming  in 
person  at  great  expense  to  Congress  for  reUef  ? 
Such  a  course,  in  most  instances,  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  denial  sf  justice,  for  1  am  sure  very 
few  of  them  would  undertake  so  hazardous  an  en- 
terprise as  to  obtain  from  Congress  this  compen- 
sation. 

But,  sir,  upon  the  score  of  public  economy, 
which  gentlemen  seem  to  regard  so  much,  had  we 
not  better  make  a  fair  allowance  now  than  adopt 
the  course  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee?  We 
shall  find  it  but  a  poor  sort  of  economy  to  invite 
these  numerous  claimants  to  present  their  indi- 
vidual claims  to  Congress.  One  important  object 
of  making  the  compensation  now,  is  to  prevent 
the  presentation  of  these  separate  claims.  If  each 
individual  register  and  receiver  should  present  his 
claim  here  and  occupy  the  time  and  attention  of 
our  committees,  and  they  should  undergo  discus- 
sion in  both  legislative  branches,  it  would  cost  the 
Government  more  than  to  allow  at  once  by  this 
lull  a  fair  and  honest  compensation.  Every  one 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  legislation,  its  de- 
bates and  delays,  will  not  hesitate  to  admit  the 
force  of  this  view  of  the  case. 

It  is  contended  that  plenty  of  good  men  can  be 
eot  to  do  thfi  service  for  the  present  compensation. 
And  so,  sir,  plenty  of  good  men,  as  was  properly 
remarked  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  could 
be  got  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Representative  on 
this  floor  for  one lialf  the  compen«ation  which  we 
jreceive.  Sir,  I  hope  the  day  will  never  arrive 
when  the  offices  of  this  country  and  of  this  char- 
acter are  to  be  dispensed  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
High  character  and  superior  qualifications  should 
be  the  recommendations  to  office,  and  the  compen- 
sation should  always  be  such  as  to  securs  the  most 
meritorious  men  in  office. 

The  duties  of  the  lemd  office  are  not  merely  min- 
isterial. It  is  a  high  post  of  honor  and  responsi- 
bility. It  has  become  an  intimate  and  important 
part  of  the  administration  of  the  Qovemment.  It 
IS  a  part  of  a  difficult  and  complicated  branch  of 
of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Qovemment,  the 
proper  management  of  which  requires  a  great  deal 
of  method,  accuracy,  and  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment,  and  involving  the  greatest  responsibil- 
ity. The  register  and  receiver  have  to  enter  into 
heayy  bonds.  The  receiver  has  the  custody  of 
ihe  public  moneys,  and  his  conduct  is  all  the  time 
nubjcct  to  the  severest  public  scrutiny.  The  very 
kina  of  men  whom  the  Grovemment  wants  in  such 
ji  capacity  are  the  men  who«  in  their  private  busi- 
jDess,  could  accumulate  as  much  as  the  Qovem- 
ment would-  be  justifiable  in  allowing^  And,  sir, 
we  cannot  expect  them  to  abandon  a  lucrative  and 
profitably  business  to  take  an  office  involving  the 
nigh  est  responsibilities  and  the  discliarge  of  most 
urauous  duties  for  a  pitiful  comp<snsatioo.  And  I 
have  been  told  by  thess  officers^  that  th^y  would 
be  forced  to  resign  unless  their  coropeQsation  was 
increased;  aad  many  of  them  would  have  resigned 
lon^  ago  but  for  their  confident  r^iaoce  upon  ihe 

justice  of  Congress  to  render  them  a  fair  return 

an   honest  equivalent  for  tbe  services  they  have 
been  performing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  for  a  moment  address  my 
f  ei^arks  to  another  feature  in  the  bill— to  the  sec- 
|do9  w^ich  extends  the  provisions  of  the  former 
act  so  as  to  tiliQW  the  soldier  a  day  for  each  twen- 
ty miles  of  traiai  from  the  place  of  organization 
pf  his  oompftny  tp  th^e  pl«ct  of  hif  enlistment.    I 


cordially  concur  in  this  feature  of  the  bill.  I  be- 
ieve,  sir,  that  there  are  as  meritorious  daimantsl 
among  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  sup* 
pression  of  Indian  hostilities  as  among  those  who 
have  engaged  in  the  Mexican  and  other  wars. 
Amone  tiiem,  sir^  are  the  pioneers  of  our  western 
country,  that  hardy  and  adventurous  race,  who 
have  mai*ched  in  the  van  of  civilization,  and  en- 
countered with  heroic  fortitude  all  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  forest,  and  all  the  perils  of  Indian  warfare, 
and  yet,  sir,  have  not  been  recognized  as  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Qovemment.  They,  sir,  are  the  rep- 
resentatives of  that  glorious  epoch  in  the  march 
of  empire  westward,  '*  when  every  cabin  was  a 
fortress,  and  every  man,  yea,  every  woman,  was 
a  soldier. " 

Sir,  I  suppose  I  did  not  understand  the  remarks 
of  my  friend  from  Ohio  in  his  reflections,  as  I  sup- 
posed, upon  a  most  meritorious  class  of  our  citi- 
zens. I  do  not  know,  sir,  whom  he  meant,  some 
weeks  ago,  by  the  term  **  corn-stalk  army.'* 
Does  he  mean  the  militia  ?  Whether  he  means 
them  or  not,  it  has  been  the  custom  of  certain  poli- 
ticians to  heap  reproaches  upon  this,  which  I  es- 
teem the  main  arm,  the  strong  bulwark^  the  im- 
pregnable fortress  of  our  country's  defence.  After 
all,  sir,  it  is  to  this  class,  as  well  as  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  regular  Army,  to  whom  our  country  is  in- 
debted for  some  of  the  most  brilliant  military 
achievements  which  adorn  our  past  history. 
They,  sir,  have  been  the  men  of  strong  arms  and 
bold  hearts,  who  have  borne  aloA  our  flag  in  tri- 
umph on  every  field  of  battle,  and  who,  alike  at 
Lexington,  at  the  Thames,  at  New  Orleans,  at 
Buena  Vista,  at  Cerro  Qordo,  won  for  American 
arms  laurels  as  green  and  imperishable  as  ever 
decked  the  brow  of  the  victorious  warrior. 

Mr.  Speaker,  now  is  not  the  best  time  to  exam- 
ine the  policy  of  this  Gkivernment  as  to  the  right 
mode  or  disposing  of  the  public  lands.  At  some 
future  period  I  hope  to  have  the  attention  of  this 
House  while  I  g^ve  my  views  at  length  upon  this 
subject.  There  is  one  thing  which  I  will  say  now, 
and  that  is,  that  the  United  States  ought  not,  in  its 
system  of  financial  policy,  to  look  to  the  public 
lands  as  a  source  of  reveoue — first,  because,  in 
fact,  in  deducting  disbursements  made  in  their  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians,  in  surveying  them ,  keeping 
up  land  offices,  the  bureau  of  the  public  lands  at 
Washington,  and  the  expenses  of  legislation  about 
them,  they  do  not  realize  to  the  Gk>vemment  five 
cents  to  the  acre.  We  want  a  stable,  firm  system 
of  revenue,  such  as  we  have  from  customs,  which, 
while  it  aflbrds  sufficient  revenue  to  the  Gk>vera- 
ment,  affords  protection  to  American  labor  and  a 
home  market  to  the  American  farmer. 

Our  sure  policy  with  regard  to  the  public  lands 
is  to  bestow  them  with  liberal  hands,  nrst  to  those 
who  have  evinced  their  devotion  to  their  country 
in  its  defence;  second,  by  munificent  appropria- 
tions for  the  promotion  of  popular  education,  and 
especially  to  the  education  of  the  blind,  the  insane, 
and  deaf  and  dumb;  third,  to  mnt  portions  of 
these  lands  to  the  States  for  making  railroads,  to 
be  free  to  the  United  States  for  the  transportation 
of  mails,  and  troops,  and  munitions  of  war;  and 
lastly,  to  grant  them  ia  limited  quantities  to  the  act- 
ual settler  for  himself  and  his  posterity  forever. 

If  the  public  lands  are  appropriated  for  these 
purposes,  they  will  be  fountains  of  blessedness, 
political,  social*  commercial  to  our  country;  these 
thousands  of  millions  of  acres — this  mighty  and 
beautiful  and  boundless  domain  of  rich  and  fertile 
lands  will  be  exhaustless  mines  of  wealth,  from 
which  we  may  draw  from  year  to  year,  for  even 
centuries  to  come,  for  the  great  purposes  of  internal 
improvement,  popular  education,  benefaction  to 
the  soldier,  and  the  freehold  homes  of  our  citizens. 

[Here  the  Chairmsn's  hammer  fell,  the  time 
fixed  by  the  House  for  closing  debate  upon  the 
bill  under  consideration  having  expired.] 

Mr.  MASON.  Me.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  offer 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  believe  I  am  entitled  to  the 
floor  for  one  hour,  under  the  rule  of  the  House, 
the  debate  having  been  closed. 

ThB  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  who  re- 
ported from  the  select  committee  the  House  bill,  is 
not  entitled  to  the  floor,  that  bill  not  now  bein? 
under  consideration.  The  gentleman  will  recol- 
lect that  the  Chair  yesterday  decided  that  the  Sen- 
ate bill  must  take  precedence,  and  the  House  bill, 
therefore,  is  Dot  now  under  oopsideration.    He 


will  not  be  entitled  to  the  floor,  to  clou  debate, 
until  the  House  bill  shall  have  been  under  coiuidl 
eration. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  This  whole  matter  was  re- 
fbrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  theitat« 
of  the  Union  at  the  same  time,  and  the  debate  wu 
closed  on  both  bills  by  the  same  resolution.  I 
shall  therefore  feel  myself  bound  to  take  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  claim  mj  n^t 
to  occupy  the  floor  for  an  hour— having  reported 
the  House  bill,  and  debate  having  been  cK>sed  upon 
both  bills  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  MASON  I  have  no  objection  to  the  geo- 
tleman  's  making  an  hour's  spe^h.  My  object  in 
claiming  the  floor  was  merely  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  resolution  adopted 
by  the  House  provides  that  debate  shidl  terminate 
in  two  hours  after  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  shall  have  resumed  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  Senate  bill  and  joint  reaohition  of 
the  House.  The  bill  and  resolutions  were  n- 
ferred  jointly;  but  when  the  House  resolved  itaelf 
into  the  committee  on  the  special  order,  the  Chair 
decided,  that  although  both  propositions  had  bees 
referred  in  the  same  special  order,  yet  only  one 
bill  could  be  under  consideration  in  committee  at  tbe 
same  time,  and  that  the  Senate  bill  must  have  pr^ 
cedence.  The  Senate  bill  has,  therefore,  been  under 
discussion.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Dunham]  claims  the  right  now  to  speak  one  hour, 
the  debate  upon  the  two  bills  having  been  closed. 
The  Chair  decides,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Senate 
bill  is  under  consideration,  amendment/,  if  there 
be  any,  must  be  offered  and  the  bill  dinwsed  of, 
before  the  House  bill  will  come  up.  When  that 
bill  shall  be  up,  the  gentleman  can  claim  hie  hoar, 
but  not  till  then.  From  that  decision  the  gentle- 
man appeals. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  think  the  Chairman  hu 
put  the  case  rather  stronger  than  it  really  ii.  1 
think  he  has  only  stated  one  side  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  notd^ 
batable. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  know  it  is  not,  but  I  pie- 
sume  the  Chair  will  permit  me  to  stats  my  poiat 
of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  permitthi 
gentleman  to  state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  reflation  adopted  hj 
the  House  closes  debate  upon  both  resolotions  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  BISSEUL.  The  gentleman  has  no  right  to 
debate  the  question.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  onler. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  can  itate 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  ThegentlemanfiromllUnoisii 
getting  a  little  ahead  of  his  time.  I  have  tbe  rirht 
to  state  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  say  I  think  thai 
the  resolution  of  the  House  outwe^hed  the  dedi* 
ion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  that  oolr 
one  resolution  was  under  consideration.  I  think 
that  decision  was  overruled  by  the  House  when 
thev  adopted  the  resolution  closing  debate  upon 
both  bills  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  eentleman  is  not  stating  his  proposition,  btH 
is  making  an  argument.  1  object  to  it.  It  ia  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    If  the  gentleman  wiU  listen    ^ 
to  me,  I  apprehend  he  will  find  whether  I  aro  sta- 
ting my  proposition  or  making  an  argument. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  must  coo- 
fine  himself  to  stating  his  proposition. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  have  only  to  say  that  the 
resolution  closing  debate  upon  both  propositiofli 
at  the  same  time,  as  a  matter  of  course  blends 
them  toeether,  and  they  are,  therefore,  both  legit- 
imately before  the  committee.  Upon  that  groond 
I  claim  the  right  to  address  the  committee  under 
the  rules  of  the  House.  .    . 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  stfll  thinks  hj 
stated  the  question  fiurlv.  The  question  is,  "Sh«J. 
the  decision  of  thejDhair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  committee?"   *  - 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  wish  to  nuOte  a  aiBgle  m- 
quiry .  As  I  understand  it,  this  Senate  bUl  has  not 
been  before  the  select  committee,  of  whidi  w 

Sntleman  firom  Indiana  was  chairman,  at  aD,  anfl 
erefore  has  not  been  reported  bythatconamiit««' 
Mr.  DUNHAM.    Everybody  knows  that. 
Mr.  BISSELL.    Well,  that  is  aU  I  deared  to 

The  question  now  bmng  "  ShaD  the  dedMon  of 
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the  Chftir  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?*' 
upon  a  division,  there  were— ayes  73,  noes  14;  no 
quorum  Toitne. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  demanded  tellers;  but  only 
16  rising,  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  we  shall  be  obliged  to  have 
i  call  of  the  House.     I  ask  for  a  recount. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  can  only  be  done  by 
ananxmous  consent. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  upon  a  second  di- 
rision  there  were  ayes  76,  noes  18;  no  quorum 
Toting. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Fowler  and  BRBCKBiraiDOB 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  99,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  rise  simply  to  make  an  inquiry. 
Will  the  committee  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  bill,  or  is  the  House  bill  now  under 
consideration  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  that 
the  House  bill  has  not  been  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  demre  to  say  something  upon 
this  subject,  but  it  is  upon  the  House  biU  that  I 
wish  to  speak. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  desire  to  ask  if  an  amend- 
ment has  been  made  to  this  bill  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    There  is  no  amendment 

nilr?f>UNHAM.  I  more  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee do  then  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Induma  will  move  that  the  Senate  bill  be 
laid  aside  for  the  present  in  order  to  give  him  an 
oppononity  to  make  his  speech,  I  will^  vote  for 
his  motion;  but  if  he  moves  to  lay  it  aside  to  be 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass,  I  cannot  go  with  him.  I  am 
for  striking  out  all  of  the  bill  except  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  of  passing  it  in  that  form. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  vary  my  motion  to 
suit  the  gentleman.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside  for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Bir.  MASON.  I  propose  to  amend  the  first 
section  bv  adding,  as  a  proviso,  the  sixth  section 
of  the  bill  reportra  by  the  select  committee,  which 
will  allow  these  bounty  land  warrants  to  be  lo- 
cated upon  any  land  subject  to  private  entry. 

The  first  section  of  the  Senate  bill  is  as  follows, 

viz: 

**Be  it  €natUdj  ^e.,  That  all  warranti  Anr  military  boun- 
ty laod,  wtrieta  have  been  or  may  bereaAer  be  iMaed  nnder 
aajr  taw  of  the  United  Suiet,  and  all  valid  locatioai  of  the 
•ame,  urtrfcb  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  awifnable,  by  deed  or  inttniment  of 
wriiiof,  made  and  executed  after  ibe  taking  effect  of  thie 
act,  according  to  euch  (brm,  and  ponuant  to  auch  regula- 
tioBs  aa  may  be  |H«*cribed  by  the  Commitsioner  ofthe  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  so  ai  to  vest  the  anignee  with  all  the 
lights  of  the  original  ownera  of  .the  warrant  or  location  : 
/VvvUcd,  That  any  person  entitled  to  prei!mption  right  to 
any  laod,  ihall  be  entitled  to  uae  aa^  tuch  land  warrant  in 
payment  of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  f  1  S5  per  acre,  fur  the 
qvanti^  of  laod  therein  epedfled." 

Mr.  MASON.    My  amendment  is  to  add  at  the 

end  of  this  section  the  following: 

PrevtfMl,  That  the  warnurta  which  have  been,  or  may 
bereaAer  be  iesned,  in  pnranance  of  laid  act  or  of  tiiia  act, 
■ay  be  located  upon  any  lands  ofthe  United  States  subfect 
to  private  entry  at  the  tiaM  of  such  location,  at  the  mini- 
MOBi  price. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Is  the  House  bill  now  'under 
consideration  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No,  it  is  not.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Masok]  proposes 
U>  amend  the  first  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  by 
tonexing  thrnreto,  by  way  of  proviso,  the  sixth 
•cction  of  the  bill  reportea  by  the  select  committee 
u  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  object  of  it  is  simply  to 
^w  these  bounty  land  warrants  to  be  located 
Vpon  any  ofthe  lands  ofthe  United  States  instead 
of  beiii^  confined  to  the  reAise  lands  which  have 
l^cen  picked  over  for  years  past.  That  is  the  ob- 
ject ofthe  amendment.  Now,  I  would  state  that 
^  first  section  of  this  bill,  with  the  amendment  I 
Propose,  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  House,  at 
Uiis  time,  to  pass.  And  I  would  briefly  ^ve  a 
f^w  reasons  for  it.  The  first  section  of  this  bill 
Propose*  to  do  that  which  every  member  here  is 


instructed  by  his  constituents  to  do— merely  to 
make  these  bounty  land  warrants  assignable.  The 
law,  as  orifiinally  passed,  as  we  understood,  and 
ais  those  who  passed  it  understood  it,  left  these 
bounty  land  warrants  assignable.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  gave  the  law  a  different  construc- 
tion. At  the  first  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Caldwull]  introduced  the  res- 
olution to  make  land  warrants  assignable;  it  passed 
this  House  by  an  overwhelming  majority;  and  it 
went  to  the  Senate,  which  body  let  it  sleep  to  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  it  was  finally  lost  for  want 
of  time.  We  passed  another  resolution  at  this 
session  of  Congress  making  these  warrants  as- 
signable;  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  came  back 
here,  loaded  dpwn  with  a  whole  mass  of  amend- 
ments. Now,  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  were 
those  who,  hadflhey  been  present  when  the  Lord's 
Prayer  and  Decalogue  were  made,  would  have 
moved  amendments  thereto. 

This  is  a  simple,  plain  bill,  merely  to  make  these 
warrants  assignable;  and  that  other  provision 
which  I  ofier  here  now  is  to  make  them  subject 
to  location  upon  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  what  the  country  look  to  us  to  do,  and 
this  is  what  they  desire  us  to  do. 

Now,  with  refi;ard  to  the  payment  of  registers 
and  receivers,  I  have  no  time  to  say  anything,  ex- 
cept briefly  this:  that  I  have  been  informed  that 
they  would  not  suffer,  their  families  would  not 
suffer,  and  that  they  are  not  in  such  a  state  of  suf- 
ferine  as  reouires  that  this  bill  should  not  be  de- 
layed. If  tneir  claims  are  just,  let  them  be  taken 
up  separately  and  referred  to  an  appropriate  com- 
mittee for  investigation,  and  if  they  are  entitled  to 
compensation,  pay  them;  but  do  not  ban?  a  pro- 
vision to  pay  them  on  to  a  meritorious  bill,  wiiich 
everybody  is  in  favor  of,  and  which  the  whole 
country  demands  that  we  shall  pass.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissbll]  wants  to  ap- 
propriate some  |200,000  to  these  land  offices.  I 
nave  not  examined  the  question,  but  have  ik>  doubt 
if  they  are  entitled  to  a  greater  amount  of  com- 
pensation than  they  have  received  that  the  House 
will  pass  a  bill  for  their  relief.  If,  indeed,  these 
registers  and  receivers,  who  are  receiving  at  least 
1^0  a  year  from  the  Qovemment,  are  suffering, 
surely  mese  old  soldiers,  who  have  received  the 
mere  pittance  of  a  bounty  land  warrant,  and  who 
are  generally  in  a  poor  condition — much  poorer 
than  the  registers  and  receivers--demand  at  our 
hands  immraiate  action  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  made;  though  if  that  provision  were  in  this 
section,  I  should  have  no  particular  objection  to  it. 
I  do  not  think  it  important  one  way  or  the  other; 
but  I  shall  vote  against  it,  because  I  desire  to  see 
the  Seitate  bill,  which  has  been  well,  carefully, 
and  considerately  prepared  and  adjusted,  go 
through  the  House  with  the  least  possible  amend- 
ment; for  if  amended  in  any  material  respect — as 
for  instance  as  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  wno  proposes  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  first  section — it  stands  no  chance  of 
going  through  the  Senate  again.  And  if  we  pass 
this  bill  throueh  the  House  in  any  shape^-^which 
I  trust  we  shall  not — ^which  denies  to  roisters  and 
receivers  any  future  or  any  past  reasonable  com- 

J>ensation  for  the  services  which  they  perform  in 
ocating  these  warrants,  I  have  no  hope  at  all  that 
it  can  pass  the  Senate.  I  have  taken  especial  pains 
to  unoerstand  how  these  thin^  are  in  the  Senate. 
Therefore  I  am  opposed  to  this  amendment,  and 
I  shall  be  opposed  to  all  other  amendments  of  a 
material  character  which  may  be  offered  to  the 
bill.  I  shall  be  opposed  to  the  bill  itself,  unless  it 
provides  not  only  lor  the  payment  of  the  land  offi- 
cers in  future,  but  a  fair  compensation,  to  be  de- 
termined at  the  head  of  Departments  in  Washing- 
ton, for  those  who  have  already  performed  these 
services  without  pay — services  which  they  never 
would  have  consented  to  perform  had  they  not 
had  reasonable  expectation  that  Congress  would 
do  justice  by  them.  These  registers  and  receivers 
were  entitled  to  one  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys  re- 
ceived in  payment  for  public  lands.  At  that  a 
large  portion  of  these  receivers  and  registers,  and 
especially  in  the  older  settled  parts  of  the  new 
States,  barely  made  a  living.  When  you  passed  this 
law,  scattering  like  leaves  m  autumn  land  warrants 
all  over  the  country,  they  took  the  place  of  cash, 
and  speculators  went  and  entered  lands  with  these 
warrants,  thus  deprivinf^  the  registers  and  receiv- 
en  of  the  per  cent,  which  they  were  authoriced 


to  receive  before,  and  which  hardly  compensated 
them  at  the  time.  They  held  on,. year  after  year, 
in  the  expectation,  from  the  freoueot  movements 
which  were  'made  here  upon  this  subject,  that 
Congress  would  provide  a  compensation  to  them 
for  those  services.  Some  of  them  have  not  re- 
ceived as  much  as  j^200  a  year  over  and  above  the 
expense  of  clerk  hire.  Now  here  comes  in  a  bill 
— a  sensible  bill-^^assed  through  the  Senate  with 
great  care  and  deliberation,  providing  in  future 
mat  these  officers  shall  be  compensated  lor  the 
services  which  they  may  render,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed, at  once,  to  strike  from  the  bill  those  esseiv- 
tial  features — which  are  really  everything  in  it — 
and  which  ousht  to  entitle  the  bill  to  the  especial 
regard  of  the  House; — to  strike  from  it  that  pro- 
vision which  makes  compensation  to  receivers  and 
registers,  and  leave  those  officers  to  resign  their 
places — as  nuuiy  of  them,  I  am  well  assured,  wilt 
— unprovided  for;  and  thus  to  let  those  offices 
become  vacant.  Let  no  man  pretend  to  say  there 
is  no  such  probability.  I  tell  you,  sir,  that  if 
Congress  signifies  its  determination  not  to  com- 
pensate these  officers  for  the  services  they  render 
in  locating  these  warrants,  there  are  officers  in  the 
West  who  will  be  compelled  to  r^*>f*»  <^nd  there 
are  no  competent  men  who  will  ue  found  to  taJte 
their  places. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond section  ofthe  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  second  section  ia  no4 
under  discussion;  the  motion  is»  therefore,  no4 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  HALL.    I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to 

the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

[Mr.  Mason]  as  follows: 

** Provided  fwrtktr.  That  when  saM  warrants  shall  be 
\  located  u|K>n  lands  which  are  suljject  to  entry  at  a  greater 
minimum  than  ooe  dollar  and  tventy-flve  cents  per  acre, 
the  locators  of  said  warrants  shaH  pay  to  the  United  States, 
in  cash,  the  difference  l>etween  the  value  of  such  warrants 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  the  tract  of 
land  located  ou." 

I  suppose  it  is  only  necessary  to  explain  the 
object  or  this  amendment  very  briefly,  in  order  to 
gain  for  it  the  favorable  consideration  of  this  com- 
mittee. We  have  heretofore — and  I  hope  we  shall 
hereafter — made  grants  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
internal  improvement,  in  all  of  which  grants  we 
have  stipulated  that  each  alternate  section  shall  be 
raised  to  double  the  minimum  price,  viz:  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  Now,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  jgentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Mason,]  authorizes  warrants  to  be  located 
upon  all  lands  subject  to  private  entry.  Henee» 
if^  my  amendment  is  not  adopted,  the  holders  of 
land  warrants  can  locate  them  upon  reserved  sec- 
tions as  well  as  upon  other  public  lands.  I  am 
willing  that  holders  of  land  warrants  shall  locate 
upon  these  reserved  sections;  but  I  think  that 
when  they  do  so  their  warrants  should  pass  ai 
only  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  so 
that  if  the  holder  of  a  warrant  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  wishes  to  enter  an  eightj  acre  re- 
served tract — the  minimum  price  of  which  is  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre — he  may  do  so 
with  his  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant.  But  if 
he  wishes  to  enter  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
reserved  land,  then  I  think  it  is  proper  that  he 
should  pay  to  the  United  States  the  differeiu^e  be- 
tween the  value  of  his  warrant  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  and  the  value  of  this 
tract  located  upon  at  two  doUars  and  fifts  cents  per 
acre.  That  is  the  whole  object  I  have  in  view  in 
offering  my  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  1  think  it  is  tmnecea- 
sary  to  explain  it  any  farther. 

Mr.  MASON«  The  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  I  conceive,  embraces  the 
same  thing  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Hai^l^  desires  to  accomplish  by  his  amend- 
ment. But  if  it  does  not  make  it  plain  I  have  no» 
objection  lo  his  amendment,  and  it  is  a  proper  one« 
Tnose  who  locate  the  reserved  lands,  the  mini- 
mum price  of  which  is  two  dollars  and  fi^  cents 
per  acre,  should  pay  the  difference  to  the  Grovem- 
ment« 

I  will  make  a  remark  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
to  show  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bit- 
SBLL,]  and  those  gentlemen  who  are  interesting 
themselves  in  the  payment  of  these  r^psters  and 
receivers,  and  which  I  hope  will  satisfy  them  of 
the  fact,  that  this  bill  has  not  been  well  digested  in 
the  Senate.  I  have  not  been  upon  any  land  com- 
mittee, or  upon  anything  connected  with  poblie 
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land,  but  I  learn  from  a  source  enlUled  to  ns  Hig:h 
consideraiion  as  any  of  these  cominillees,  thnt 
there  i)re  a  number  of  these  land  offices  that  are 
not  useful.  The  su-Mect  of  inquiry,  then,  is,  how 
many  slmll  be  abolianed  ?  It  is  said  thnt  at  those 
land  otficea  on  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  lands, 
where  the  land  is  worth  but  a  shilling  an  acre, and 
the  sales  would  not  pay  the  officers,. the  compen- 
Bation  is  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury ;  but  it  is 
believed  by  those  well  acquainled  with  the  busi- 
ness     .  .... 

Mr.  BISSELL,  (interrupting.)  Will  tHe  gen- 
tleman allow  me  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  MASOxV.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  the  sales  by  cash  and  by 
warrants  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  register  and 
receiver,  then  they  get  nothing.  They  get  nothing 
out  (»f  the  Treasury.  . 

Mr.  MASOiV.  I  think  the  gentlenian  will  find 
Him.self  mistaken;  and  that  these  registers  and  re- 
ceivers actually  get  their  pay.  They  are  paido^t 
of  the  Indian  annuity.  While  that  poor  starving 
race  are  not  able  to  obtain  a  subsistence,  yf)U  aye 
pnyuig  these  land  registers  and  receivers,  who  are 
K*')ling.  land  of  little  or  no  account,  and  that  at  a 
fihiliing  an  acre.     It  isasiibject 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  alloW 
rne ...... 

Mr.  MASON".  The  gentleman  will  excuse  ni.e 
if  1  do  not.  There  has  been  eight  or  ten  hoiirs 
occupied  in  the  advocacy  of  these  claims  for  pay- 
ment, and  yesterday,  when  there  was  ojily  two 
hours  allowed  here  tp  de.bate  ,the  subject,,  gentle- 
men upon  that  side  of  the  4"estion  were  allowed 
the  whole  of  it.  If  I  had  one  half  hour  I  coiild 
show  the  House,  that  this  su.bject  requires  a  com- 
plete reorganization,  and  requires,  upon  the  part 
of  the  House  and. th^ committee,  a  rigid  reform. 
•  Well,  sir,  let  this  subject  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  that  character  coniposed  for  that  purpose.  Let 
those  land  offices  where  there  is  no  business — those 
offices  are  sinecures— -be  discontinued*,,  ai)d  let 
those  doing  a,  laro;e  amount  of  business  hftve  suffi- 
cient jSay  to  employ  clerks,  and  for  themselves  a 
fair  coihpensation.  Let  their  labor  be proporllpn- 
ate  to  their  salary.  t)o  not,  however^  defeat  this 
aoldiers*  bill  by  loading  it  with  other  matters.  You 
talk  of  the  suffering  of  the  land, officer.  J  have 
from  one  of  my  constituents  a  letter  in^wliich  he 
visiles  to  ^e\\  his  land  warrant  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  states  that  lie  served  in  the  siege 
of  Tripoli;  that  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Bro^^•ns- 
town,  and  wais  there  wounded;  and  that  he  was 
taken  prisoner  during  this  last  war,  and  was  im- 
prisoned six  months.  Afrerwards  he  was  wounded 
at  Fort  Meigs.  Now  he  is  with  his  wife,  old  and 
blind,  himself  crippled,  making  a  bare  subsistence 
mending  s'hoes.  This  matter  to  him  is  of  great 
importiince.  The  land  registers  and  receivers, 
receiving  $500  a  year,  can  live  in  abundance  and 
affluence,  while  these  poor  soldiers  are  in  beggary 
for  the  wa  t  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Yvuhave 
talked  upon  t^his  bill  year  after  year;  it  was  dis- 
cussed Ht  length  at  the  last  session,  and  it  has 
becii  discussed  also  at  this.  These  men  who  claim 
extra  compen.sation  can  wait  until  the  poor  sol- 
dier has  been  satisfied. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  ac- 
cept the  amendment.? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  have  no  objection.  I  will  ac- 
cept it. 

Mr.  TAYLOU.  I  inquire  if  it  is  in  order  to 
strike  out  that  which  has  been  accepted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mason,]  ai'id  to 
insert  what  I  send  to  the  Chair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  then  move  to  strike  out  t^e 
amendmentof  tlie  gentfemon  fropi  Kentucky,  and 
in  lieu  of  it  to  insert  the  following: 

^nd  proriied  farihfr,  That  any  ppr«»n  oiviiing  siich 
land  warmiit,  or  warrants,  t>liatl  lie  eniiiled  lo  us«  theui  in 
p«ymeiit  for  any  of  tlie  tiublkr  lands.iKiw  tuMcct  to  private 
•iiiry,  or  whjcb  may  Ixu-eatter  be  piOilicly  offered  for  nale, 
whether  hf  Id  at  the  rate  of  $1  25  or  ^2  50  per  acre,  nay- 
i!iR  two  acres  of  imd  warrant  for  one  acre  of  land  where 
the  same  is  held  for  sole  at  ^2  50  per  acre. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  will  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee by  any  extended  remarks.  I  am  very  anxious 
to  vole  for  the  bill  as  it  has  come  to  us  from  the 
Senate;  and  with  all  respect  for  the  committee,  I 
will  suggest  to  gentlemen,  that  it  seems  that  we 
will  make  slijrht  progress  in  the  public  business, 
unless  w^  come  to  a  vote  promptly  upon  this  ques- 
tion, as  this  bill  as  been,  in  fact  pendiiiff  before  the 
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jhe  3d  day  of  December.  I  offer  this  amendment 
in  conformity  lo  tlie  wishes  of  some  of  those  whoni 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent;  and  1  take  this  og- 
casion  to  say  that  I  am  iu>t  iti  favor  of  the  3d  sec- 
tions of  this  bill.  That  I  am  in  favor  of  assigning 
land  warrants  upon  such  terms  as  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  may  prescribe. 
I  am  hi. favor  of  paying  thp  registers  and  receivers, 
as  proposed  by  the  Senate,  and  I  think  there  is 
very  little  difference  among  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  upon  that  subject.  It  is  a 
just  and  right  bill.  1  presented  a  petition  at  the 
present  session,  from  fourgentlemen  who  hold  the 
offices  of  registers  and  receivers  in  the  town  in 
which  I  live;  and  I  will  say  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ijisskll]  who  discussed 
this  question  with  ability  some  \t|eks  ago,  urging 
his  parly  to  do  justice  to  the  "Wniigs,  and  as  the 
Democrats  would  shortly  be  in  power,  that  justice 
niight  be  done  to  the  officers  coming  in — that  it  is 
my  desire  to  do  equal  justice  to  Democrats  and 
Whigs.  I  have  presented  netitions  from  Dernp- 
crats,  who  have  held  these  offices,  as  well  asWhigs, 
and  wish  they  should  be  all  paid,  without  reference 
as  to  who  shall  succeed  in  the  coming  presidential 
election.  In  my  opinion,  thai  is  a  question  of 
great  doubt,  and  not  of  so  rhiich  certainty  as  gen- 
tlemen would  seem  to' indicate.  The  section  ma- 
kiiig  bind  warrants  assignable,  as  sent  to  us  by  the 
Senate,  I  think  is  infinitely  preferable  to  anything 
reported  by  any  committed  of  this  House;  and 
with  the  proviso,  which  I  have  oflered,  it  appears 
to  me  will  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  upon  every 
side.  My  object  is  not  to  exclude  those  who  go 
to  the  West  from  entering  lands  at  $2  50  per  acre, 
so  far  as^  their  land  warrants  go.  .  If  £^  nian  goes 
to  the  new  States  with  a  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  land  warrant,  let  him,  if  he  choose,  enter-  it 
upon  eighty  acres  of  that  diescription  of  land,  ahd 
I  will  not  confine  him  to  laiid  subject  t6  private 
entry.  Why  not  let  him  enter  the  land  wherever 
it  ma]^  be  surveyed  and  offered  for  sale  at  specified 
prices  wiili  his  land  warrant?  1  would  open  the 
whole  field  for  the  soldiers  pf  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  others  entitled  to  bouiily  land, 
under  the  acts  of*  Congress,  so  that  the  man 
with  his  warrant  in  his  hand  should  stand  upon 
an  exact  equality  with'the  man  who  had  an  equal 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  in  his  possession.  No 
man  has  advanced  to  the  cqmmjtteeahy  arguiiieni 
against  it.  I  cannot  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  far 
I  ahalj  be  willing  to  go  as  regaV4s  tlie  4lh  and  5th 
.sections  of  the  bill,  My  irnpressioii  is,  that  the 
Senate  bill  ought  to  be  speedily  passed.  It  is  in- 
finitely better  than  any  other  that  has  been  pre- 
sented to  us;  and  so  far  as  I  may,  I  will  promote 
the  passage  of  that  bill  speedily,  because  I  think 
we  ought  to  press  the  public  business. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  only  a  word  or  two  to 
say  in  reference  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio.  I  think,  if  the  gentlemian  will 
consider  his  amendment  attentively,  he  will  find 
that  under  it  an  individual  would  not  be  permitted 
to  pay  the  diflference  between  his  land  warrant  and 
the  value  of  the  land  upon  which  he  enters,  with 
cash.*  He  would  only  be  permitted  to  pay  the 
difference  between  the  warrant  and  the  land  upon 
which  it  is  located  with  other  warrants.  Where- 
as, under  the  amendment  I  submitted,  wliirh  was 
accepted  by  rny  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ma- 
son,] an  individual  who  lopiies  a  warrant  wpon 
these  reserved  sections  of  land  can  pay  the  differ- 
ence between  the  price  of  the  land  and  his  war- 
rant with  cash.  The  objection  I  have,  therefbre, 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentlenian  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Taylor]  is,  that  it  wilfnot  allow  individuals 
locating  upon  reserved  lands  with  land  warrants 
to  pay  the  differenice  with  cash,  rather  than  other 
land  warrants. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  do  not  think  it  has  that 
tendency.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment. . 

The  onestion  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  MasoKi  and  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  that  the  comiiiitlee  rise 
and  report  thp  bill. 

The  CHAIilMAN.  The  motion  to  rise  and 
report  the  bill  pinnot  be  received  while  members 
havcamendmenis  to  pffer. 

ftSf  siVtrort  hyad&s  tBweSl^if<J^owSff%i2:^ 
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And  that  all  warrants  fbr  mititary  bounty  l»nd«  which 
have  l»een  or  amy  hereafter  be  ii-sued  iindi^r  any  lawofUte 
United  Slater,  and  which  vhall  not  have  been  twsned. 
pleriifea,  uiirtflaced,  or  located,  inay  be  Min«iuterf>d  touS 
United  StHies  by  the  original  owner, or  ia  caM.of  ha.dr«Ju 
by  hU  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  who  may  he  lefi«lly  ei,uil«3 
to  the  «aiiie  by  deliverins  Fueh  warrant  to  uie  Commti. 
Moner  of  Pcnsimis  uftbo  United  Statee,  aeeonipaoied  wuk 
pTfot  by  alDdaviij  or  oth«-rwHie,  ip  ihn  Mtulactifjii  of  «irh 
Coninu>:!-ioHCT,  of  ihe  identity  and  liile  to  the  warnaa  of 
the  perron  chiiininp  lo  make  such  isnrrcnder;  and  thatroHi 
warrant,  or  the  land^  or  moneys  Id  be  realised  therefrnoi 
hav«.  not  been  and  ara  not  ansisoed^  traasferred,  plftM 
or  Diortgafed  lo  any  person  or  corporation,  for  any  {Mtrpnst 
whatever,  and  liath  uot  Iwcm  loc.Ued     Au4.u|»oii  th«  Mir- 
render  being  thus  nDade,  the  person  »  tairrcndcrin;  uich 
watnnt  4diail  b«  |mid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Unia4 
Stater,  frotD  the  proceedH  of  Ute  rales  of. ibe<pnbUc  UituU, 
the  jum  qC  one  do»ar  uid  twenty  ftx^,ccnu  pcxa<ve.^r  the 
number  of  acrei  specified  in  the  warrant  so  »urreiKlcred. 

Mr.  S.  said:  This  bill  proposes  to  make  land 
warrants  assi^able,  and  to  annul  the  provi«iona 
contained  in  tlie  original  bill  prohibiting  their  trans- 
fer. That  provision  was  originally  inserted  to 
protect  the  soldiers  from  land  speculators  and  bro- 
kers, and  to  prevent  tlie  Government  bounty  from 
ihiirin^  more  to  the  bcViefit  of  that  class  of  opera- 
tors than  to  the  soldiers  themselves.  The  object 
and  intent  was  good,  but,  uhfortunately ,  the  bounty 
to  be  received  lies  upon  oiw  western  boitferSfSO 
far  distant  froni  the  soldiers  of  jihe  £la8ten>,  Mid- 
dle, and  sonie  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States,  that  the  expenses  of  a  journey  to  locate  or 
vl^it  the  land,  are  nearly,  if  not  qtiite  equal  to  iti 
cash  value.  The  warrant,  therefore,  to  tlie«  ii 
worth  but  little,  while  to  the  ciiijcen  of  the  West 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  laiid  upoti  which  he  cati 
locate,  its  value  is  Ailly  eqUal  to  that  of  the  land. 
Thik,  consequently,  produces  a  forest  dispariiy  in 
the  operation  of  the  bill  upon  the  objects  of  iu 
bounty,  whibh  is  itt  no  respect  ainefibraied  by 
making  the  warrants  assignable.  For  the  pracu- 
cal  effect  of  that  is  to  enable  land  brokers  and  np^- 
ulators  to  procure  valid  jtransfers,  and  legal  tiilei 
to  the  warratttsi,  at  their  own  prices  and  for  a  mm 
trifle.  Thereby,  in  truth ilnd  efibct,  the  liirid  broker 
ahd  speculator  becomes  the  recipient  of  the  Got- 
ernment  bounty,  and  not  the  soldier, and  ihouaalidt 
upon  thousands  of  acres  of  the  public  Itihds  are 
thus,  tinder  |5retence  of  rcA'artling  the  defertders 
of  the  country's  rights  arid  honor,  squiMiderrf 
upon  brokers  and  speculators,  whose  patriotism 
consists  alone  in  fiVrlassihg  wealth  foi^  tJ^emi^lfes. 
This  cannot  be  the  intent  of  thkf.  ft^niers  of  the 
actj  and  it  is  oui  duty,  if  possible,  to  obviate  (be 
difficulty. 

Anolher  difficuUy  incident  to  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  is  connected  with  its  ultimate  injurious 
influence  upon  the  Western  States  and  Terntoriei. 
Most  of  the  warrants  issued  to  the  inhabitanis  of 
the  Ettsiem,  ])4*iddle,  ahd  SotalHern  Stales  being 
throwii  into  iriarket,  as  a  necessary  consequwic* 
will  fall  into  the  possession  of  land  brokers  and 
speculators,  and  thus  centralize  in  few  bands. 
Large  tracts  of  land  Avill  then  be  entered  euid  l»ca- 
ted  by  such  holders;  the  soil  of  almost  entire 
States  and  Territories  will  tliereby  fall  into  tbe 
hands  of  a  few,  and  such  section  of  the  country 
will  haye  entailed  upon  it  ihe  curse  of  fl  lar|^ 
Ijanded  monopoly.  We  of  the  Nortb  have  wii- 
nessed  the  evils  resulting  from  such  a  state  of 
things,  and.  I  for  one  qaunot  cooscientiously  role 
to  entail  the  same  difliculties  upon  that  or  aay 
other  section  of  the  Union. 

Are  you,  gentlemen  of  the  West,  sincerely  desi- 
rous of  reducing  the  price  of  the  western  iinocca- 
pied  lahds  to  actual  settlers  ?  If  you  are,  then  do 
not  throw,  as  you  will  by  passing  the  bill  io  w 
present  shape,  tHe  mass  of^  the  warrants  into  spec- 
ulators hands,  and  give  theip  the  control  of  nearly 
all  the  present  available  lands,  becatise  you  must 
thereby  inevitably  increase  the  price  to  meet  the 
fancy  and  cupidity  of  the  holder,  and  no  lands 
willbe  in  market  at  Government  prices  except 
those  beyond  the  large  locations  m.-jae  under  8U<*h 
warrants.  No  law  should  be  pennitted  to  operate 
thus  uneqiially  upon  citizeris  it  is  designed  to  b«i- 
ent,  nor  so  injuriously  upon  any  section  of  tne 
country. 

The  aniendment  proposed  by  me  wiHf  I  'J^'""^' 
in  a  great  rir^easure  obviate  the  di^cuhy.  ii  P""^ 
vides  a  fair  equivalent  fi:om  the  Goveroinefll, 
whiph  the  soldier  has  the  option  to  take,  and  iba< 
places  a  valuation  upon  the  warrant,  and  j)r^»^** 
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if  be  desires  not  the  land,  a  fair  equivalent  for  bis 
.  warrant,  and  places  them  ail  on  an  equal  footing. 
Are  not  the  soldiers  whose  homes  are  at  the  East, 
entitled  to  the  same  emoluments  as  those  at  the 
West  ?  Do  they  not  equally  deserve  the  Govern- 
ment favor  and  bounty }  Have  they  not  also  per- 
iled their  lives  in  battle,  and  endured  the  hardships 
of  war  and  the  camp?  Why,  then,  draw  and 
maintain  such  an  inequality  m  compensation  as 
the  ori^nal  bill  and  the  one  now  undef  considera- 
tion will  effectually  produce?  Sir,  it  will  not  do. 
Justice  to  the  deservin?  recipient  of  the  Govern- 
ment bounty  from  the  Eastern,  Southern,  and  Mid- 
dle States,  and  duty  to  the  West,  require  the 
adoption  of  some  such  amendment  as  I  have  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  S  WEETSER.  I  rise  to  oppose  this  amend- 
ment, for  the  reason  that  1  am  s^isfied  with  the 
first  section  of  this  bill  as  amended  by  the  ^n tie- 
man  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Masok.J  It  is  well 
known  by  all  those  who  advocated  this  bill  in  the 
last  Confess,  that  this  question  in  relation  to  the 
assignment  of  these  warrants  was  duly  considered , 
and  rejected  in  conseouence  of  the  numerous  frauds 
practiced  under  the  Mexican  bill.  It  is  well  known, 
that  a  vast  number  of  the  Mexican  warrants  nave 
been  suspended,  and  the  difficulties  growing  out 
of  the  sale  and  transfer  by  the  said  warrants,  in- 
duced the  original  friends  of  the  law^f  September, 
1850,  ^ving  bounty  lands  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
war  or  1812,  and  the  Indian  wars  from  1790  down, 
to  so  frame  tha^  law  as  to  secure  to  the  soklier  the 
full  benefit  of  the  I^w.  Such  is  my  judgment 
now,  while  I  yield,  reluctantly,  to  the  petitions  of 
the  people  only  so  far  as  to  make  the  warrants 
assignable,  ana  beyond  that  I  will  not  with  my 
vote  ^.  1  am  fearful  that  this  measure  has  been 
supennduced  by  the  speculators,  and  is  not  the 
spontaneous  movement  of  the  holders  of  the  war- 
rants. 

1  am  now,  and  always  have  been,  opposed  to 
throwing  these  warrants  into  the  market  as  a  me- 
dium of  speculation.  I  desire  the  old  soldier,  his 
widow,  and  minor  children  to  enjoy  this  bounty 
of  the  Gk>vernment. 

I  coll  upon  the  members  who  were  responsible 
for  this  measure  in  its  origin,  to  stand  by  to-day, 
and  assist  in  striking  down  every  attempt  to  fasten 
upon  the  proposition  to  make  these  warrants  as- 
signable, other  provisions,  which  are  entirely  un- 
worthy of  the  occasion.  This  mode  of  tacking 
on  to  a  popular  proposition  other  measures,  which 
are  of  questionable  merit,  and  making  the  simple 
proposition  of  making  warrants  assignable  a  oocA;- 
mone,  to  carry  a  load,  which  must  ultimately  defeat 
the  wishes  of  our  constituents,  is  so  objectionable, 
that  I  must  be  permitted  to  declare,  that  if  the  at- 
tempt succeeds,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  whole  bill. 

If  the  registers  and  receivers  have  performed 
services  for  which  they  get  no  compensation  under 
the  law  as  it  stands,  let  uieir  friends  bring  forward 
a  bill  for  their  relief,  and  trust  to  the  justice  and 
generosity  of  Congress  to  pass  it,  and  not  attempt 
to  load  this  bill.  The  suggestion  that  these  officers 
will  resign,  and  the  public  service  thereby  suffer, 
has  no  terron  for  me.  I  can  inform  the  western 
gentlemen  who  seem  willing  to  hazard  this  bill 
unless  they  can  ingraft  upon  it  a  section  for  the  re- 
lief of  said  officers,  that  they  receive  five  hundred 
doHars  salary  from  the  Government,  which  is  more 
than  an  average  of  what  is  paid  in  the  West  to 
(lieir  recorders  and  auditors  of  counties,  which 
offices  conunand  the  most  respectable  talent  in  the 
Country. 

It  is  suggested  that  these  registers  and  receivers 
nsve  been  speculating  in  these  land  warrants. 
Their  knowledge  of  the  lands  in  their  districts  has 
•horded  them  ample  opportunities  to  have  done  so. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  is. 

I  ask  my  honorable  friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
QissELL,]  and  other  gentlemen  who  acted  with  me 
Originally  upon  this  question,  to  aid  in  striking 
<U>wn  all  amendments  and  additions  to  the  first 
*«ction  as  amended,  and  let  that  section  pass 
trough  the  committee  and  the  House,  and  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land .    If  this  bill  is  to  ba 
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made  the  icmpe-goai  to  carry  through  objectionable 
measures,  the  responsibility  of  its  defeat  will  rest 
upon  those  gentlemen  that  have  urged  with  so 
much  pertinacity  the  other  and  objectionable  prop- 
ositions which  have  no  legitimate  connection  with 
the  measure  which  this  House  is  called  upon  to 
pass,  and  that  without  delay. 

The  people  have  asked  us  to  make  these  land 
warrants  assignable.  The  officers  ask  us  to  give 
them  compensation  for  what  they  have  done,  and 
what  they  may  be  called  upon  to  do  in  future.  It 
may  be  that  they  are  entitled  to  it.  Of  that  we 
willjudge  at  the  proper  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Schoon- 
MAKER*s  amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  strike 
oiit  all  after  the  first  section,  leaving  the  first  sec- 
tion, with  the  amendment  adopted  by  tliis  com- 
mittee. I  hope  the  committee  will  vote  upon  that 
proposition  as  a  test  question.  If  it  be  voted 
down,  then  they  can  go  on  and  perfect  the  balance 
of  the  bill,  as  the  majority  may  think  it  should 
be.  I  trust  the  committee  will  take  the  vote  upon 
that  motion,  and  let  us  test  the  question  whether 
this  committee  is  willing  merely  to  pass  so  much 
of  that  bill  as  provides  for  the  assignability  of 
these  warrants — for  that  is  what  is  required  and 
demanded  of  Congress  by  the  holders  and  bene- 
ficiaries of  these  warrants.  The  Senate,  when 
we  passed  the  bill  of  September  28th,  1850,  made 
an  amendment  preventing  their  assignability;  but  I 
it  was  passed  through  this  House  at  the  last  hour 
of  the  session,  in  the  midst  of  noise  and  con- 
fusion, when  it  was  not  known  by  the  House  that 
such  an  amendment  was  in  the  bill.  We  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  act  to  make 
these  warrants  assignable.  The  Senate  loaded  it 
down  with  amendments,  and  returned  it  here;  but 
it  was  lost  again  for  want  of  time.  At  this  ses- 
sion we  have  sent  them  another  bill  to  make  these 
warrants  assignable,jind  they  referred  it  to  a  com- 
mittee; which  committee  has  retained  it;  and 
they  send  another  bill  of  their  own  originating, 
and  attempt  to  force  it  through  with  all  the  extra- 
neous matters  and  provisions  appended  to  iL 

[A  message  was  her^  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hand  ^f  their  Secretary,  Asbdrt  Dice- 
ins,  Esq.1 

Mr.  Jones  resumed.  I  have  but  very  little 
more  to  say  about  this^  matter.  I  understand, 
though,  that  the  Senate  are  ready,  if  we  will  not 
pass  this  bill  with  all  tliese  provisions,  to  pass  the 
one  we  have  heretofore  sent  them,  merely  making 
land  warrants  assignable.  I  hope  that  tlie  com- 
mittee will  now  take  the  question  upon  this  mo- 
tion, and  test  the  question,  whether  we  will  pass 
all  tjiese  measures  or  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tenness^  [Mr. 
Jones]  is  not  in  order,  as  I  shall  auempt  to  show 
to  the  Chair;  for  if  it  were,  it  would  then  be  in 
order  for  any  gentleman  to  call  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  and  have  a  vote  taken  upon  each  one 
of  these  sections.  That  would  virtually  preslude 
motions  to  amend,  and  prevent  each  individual 
from  advocating  the  amendment  he  offers  in  a  five 
minutes  speech. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  the 
motion  to  strike  out  brings  under  consideration 
the  remaining  sections,  and  it  would  be  in  order  to 
amend  any  one  of  them  before  the  vote  is  taken 
upon  the  proposition  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  usual  rale,  when  a 
bill  is  under  consideration,  is  to  act  upon  each  sec- 
!  tion  separately.  I  will  address  whatever  I  have 
to  say  m  opposition  to  the  motion  of  the  eentle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  I  prefer  that 
we  s)iould  go  through  this  bill  by  sections  sepa- 
rately; and  while  I  concur  in  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  for  the  most  part,  yet  there  are 
sections  of  the  bill  I  should  like  to  see  retained. 
I  prefer  that  we  should  take  the  vote  directly  upon 
striking  out  this  second  section,  and  then  go  on 
and  finish  the  others.  I  think  the  gentleman  is 
perfectly  correct  in  his  remarks  as  to  what  has 
been  oL>structing  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  two  , 
years,  or  nearly  eighteen  months.    The  whole  of  ( 


it  grows  out  of  such  opposition  as  is  made  by  the 
l^entleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissell]— that  is, 
if  we  do  not  permit  thjs  bill,  making  warrants 
assignable,  to  be  ridden  down  by  this  provision, 
allowing  registers  and  receivers  an  extra  compen- 
sation for  work,  the  bill  shall  never  pass. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bis- 
sell]  announces  that  as  the  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  friends  of  these  registers  and  receivers  in 
this  House,  I,  for  one,  bid  them  defiance;  and  I 
wish  this  House  to  know,  and  the  majority  to 
show  to  the  country,  that  we  are  not  to  bs  bullied 
by  any  such  threats.  If  the  gentleman  comes 
and  says  that  the  Senate  will  never  pass  it  with- 
out such  a  provision,  I  shall,  for  one,  join  issue 
upon  that. 

Mr.  filSSELL.  I  have  made  no  threats.  I 
have  said,  as  any  gentleman  has  a  right  to  do,  that 
if  the  pay  to  the  registers  and  receivers  were 
stricken  out,  I  should  vote  against  the  bill.  Call 
you  this  threatening? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  said,  and 
notified  the  House,  and  gives  us  warning,  that  the 
Senate  would  not  pass  the  bill  unless  these  regis- 
ters and  receivers  were  paid.  I  do  call  tliat  a 
threat  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  I  call 
upon  the  majority  of  this  House,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  to  vindicate  their  own  dignity 
and  vote  according  to  their  jud^ents.  My  opin- 
ion is,  that  the  pay  of  these  registers  and  receivers 
ought  not  to  be  increased.  They  accepted  these 
offices  at  a  stipulated  salary.  They  come  here 
and  ask  for  these  situations,  and  then  they  come 
and  demand  extra  pay  for  doing  that  which  is  a 
part  of  the  duties  or  tne  offices. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  an  appeal  taken  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  a  motion  to  strike 
out  all  but  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  in  order? 
If  not,  amendments  are  now  in  order  to  the  sec 
tions  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  insist  on  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  do  not.  I  am  willing 
that  the  amendment  shall  be  received. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  as  follows,  fiz: 

Sbc.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  j  That  the  reglst^ra  and 
receivera  of  the  land  offices  shall  hereafter  be  severallsr 
authoiiEed  to  charge  and  receive  for  their  services  in  loca- 
ling  all  miliuiry  l>ounty  land  warrants,  issued  niuce  the 
eleventh  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  fitrty-seven, 
the  tame  compensation  or  percentage  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled by  law  for  sales  of  the  putdic  lands  for  caab,  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre,  the  said 
cotDpensation  to  be  hereafter  paid  by  the  assignees  or  hold- 
ers of  such  warrants  where  they  have  been  transferred  under 
the  provisions  of  any  act  of  Congress,  and  the  regulaUoos 
of  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treas« 
ury  of  the  United  States  upon  the  aiQustment  of  the  ac- 
counts of  such  officers,  where  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  i^atls- 
fhctinn  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
that  the  warrant  was  located  by  the  soldier  or  warrantee,  or 
his  next  of  kin,  as  provided  for  by  law— - 

And  iiisert  in  lieu  thereof  the  second  section  of  the 

bill  reported  by  the  select  committee  of  the  House, 

as  follows: 

0BC.  2.  Jlnd  be  U further  enadedy  That  fh>m  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  fesisters  and  receivers  of  the 
United  States  land  offices  shall  each  beentiUed  to  receive 
fifty  cents  for  his  services  in  locating  each  bounty  land  war- 
rant, to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  locating  the  i*ame ; 
but  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  allow  any  register 
or  receiver  to  receive  any  greater  maximum  of  salary  and 
fee§  than  by  law  he  is  now  entitled. 

Mr.  D.  said:  It  does  strike  me  that  the  course 

Cursued  by  the  friends  of  that  section  of  the  Senate 
ill,  is  a  very  sin^ar  one.  After  a  discussion  of 
two  whole  days  in  favor  of  the  Senate  bill,  witli- 
out  a  single  speech  in  opposition  to  it,  and  when 
they  knew  that  the  facts  were  here  prepared  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  they  voted  en  mtuse  to  pre- 
vent a  single  word  being  said  in  opposition  to  their 
bill  and  in  favor  of  the  other  proposition.  They 
ask  the  committee  now  to  vote  on  an  important 
bill  which,  I  could  satisfy  the  committee  in  five 
words,  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  $2,000,000, 
without  hearing  the  matters  which  could  be  urged  * 
in  opposition  to  it. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  that 
will  be  already  due  to  these  offioers  if  this  Senate 
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bill  passes,  I  have  the  figures  here,  and  they  show 
that  ii  wiU  amount  to  about  i200,000.  As  was 
shown  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Indiana  [Mr.  Been- 
TOHJ  yesterday,  the  cash  value  of  the  warrants  al- 
ready located,  is  about  |12,000,000,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  one  per  cent,  upon  that  sum  to  the 
registers  and  one  per  cent,  to  the  receivers.  Cal- 
culate for  yourselves,  and  you  will  find  that  that 
makes  something  Hke  #250,000.  Take  off  the 
fifty  cents  already  received  as  fees,  and  it  leaves 
something  more  than  ft200,000  to  be  paid  for 
warrants  already  located.  It  is  then  proposed  to 
go  on  and  pay  m  the  same  ratio  for  the  location 
of  warrants  m  future,  and  the  warrants  issued 
under  the  act  of  1850  will  be  much  more  numerous 
than  the  warrants  issued  under  the  Mexican  bounty 
land  law.  And  yet  you  are  called  upon  to  vote 
upon  that  proposition  without  hearing;  the  facts 
that  might  oe  urged  in  opposition  to  it! 

It  is  said  that  th.ese  registers  and  receivers  are 
not  properly  paid.  Now  I  ask  gentlemen  to  tell 
the  committee  what  the  receivers  have  to  do  in  the 
location  of  bounty  land  warrants,  that  you  should 
pay  them  #2  for  the  location  of  each  warrant  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office,  in  which  he  states  that 
they  have  to  perform  almost  nothing  in  locating 
these  warrants,  for  doing  which  it  is  proposed  to 
pay  them  |2  each.  I  have  not  time  to  read  the 
tetter  now,  but  I  intend  that  it  shall  be  published, 
at  some  proper  time.  I  ask,  if  the  fifty  cents  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  hy  the  bill  of  the  select  committee 
IS  not  amply  sufficient  ?  The*  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Clark,]  who  made  a  speech  the  other 
day,  said  that  it  was  not  sufficient,  and  he  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  from  one  of  his  constituents, 
the  register  or  receiver  in  the  land  office  at  Du- 
buque. That  letter  states,  that  in  two  weeks  there 
were  something  like  one  thousand  warrants  lo- 
cated, and  that  it  required  three  competent  clerks 
to  perform  the  labor.  Well,  that  would  make 
twenty-seven  warrants  a  day  located  by  each  clerk, 
for  which  they  would  each  receive  $13  50  a  day, 
and  yet  they  say  they  are  not  paid  ample  compen- 
sation for  the  labor  they  perform !  *  These  tacui 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa  stated  to  the  House  from 
the  letter  of  his  constituent.  I  ask,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  vote  this  bill  through  in  such  a  state  of 
facts  ? 

Mr.  CLARK.  They  did  not  get  the  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  It  may  be  possible  that  they 
hav«  not  received  pay  for  the  location  of  all  those 
warrants;  but  if  tne  substitute  proposed  by  the 
select  committee  passes,  they  will  receive  it  in  such 
cases  as  that,  and  it  is  ample  compensation  for  the 
labor  they  perform— especially  whenyou  take  into 
consideration  the  statement  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office  in  this  letter,  that  those  receivers 
do  comparatively  no  labor  at  all. 

Mr.  dISSELL.  I  am  opposed  to  this  amend- 
ment; and  there  is  one  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  committee.  These  land 
officers  are  not  equally  paid.  If  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  select  committee  proposes  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  the  land  officers,  let  him  in- 
troduce a  bill  which  shall  effect  that  object,  doing 
ec^ual  justice  to  all,  and  I  will  probably  go  with 
him,  for  1  am  as  much  in  favor  of  low  salaries  as 
he  is.  But  when  you  ask  me  to  pass  a  law  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  giving  to  one  man  four  dol- 
lars for  services  which  another  man  has  to  perform 
for  one  dollar,  you  must  excuse  me  if  I  sayJ  can- 
not do  it,  and  you  may  call  it  a  threat  if  you  please. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands, 
some  of  the  land  officers  do  four  times  as  much 
labor  as  others,  and  do  not  get  more  than  one 
fourth  as  much  pay;  because,  in  certain  land 
offices,  nearly  all  the  entries  are  made  with  war- 
rants, while  m  others  nrost  of  the  entries  are  made 
with  cash,  upon  which  the  officers  get  their  per- 
centage. It  the  g[entleman  proposes'  to  reduce 
their  salaries,  let  him  do  it  systematically,  regu- 
larly, and  legitimately — equalize  them  all,  and 
then  see  if  we  do  not  eJl  go  with  him.  But  when 
you  propose  to  compensate  certain  officers  for  cer- 
tain labor,  why  will  you  cut  off  oUier  officers  who 
have  to  perform  the  same  labor,  from  receiving  the 
same  compensation? 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
another  fact,  and  that  is,  that  in  no  case  under  this 
law,  could  any  officer  receive  any  more  than  he 
was  aathorized  to  receive  before  these  bounty 


land  bills  passed.  Under  these  laws,  the  land 
officers  have  had  a  great  deal  more  labor  to  per- 
form, and,  in  no  event,  under  the  law  which  we 
now  propose  to  pass,  can  any  of  t]^m  receive  a 
greater  amount  of  pay  than  the  law  autliorized 
nim  to  receive  before  the  bounty  land  laws  were 
passed. 

I  believe  that  if  you  strike  out  these  most  im- 
portant and  essential  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  is 
lost — not  only  lost  in  this  House,  but  I  am  still 
more  convinced  that  it  is  lost  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    Let  itgo,  then. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Ay!  "let  it  go,then,'*  says 
the  gentleman.  Yes,  if  this  darling  scheme  of  his 
—this  bill  introduced  by  him  from  the  select  com- 
mittee-^-a  bill  incongruous,  unintelligible,  and  un- 
exploinable— cannot  pass,  it  must  all  go.  I  will 
not  call  it  a  nonsensical  bill,  as  a -member  near 
me  says 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  make  a  single  remark  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.    1  cannot;  I  have  not  time. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man  [Loud  cries  of  "  Order  !"J 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  gentleman  introduced  the 
bill,  and  forthwith  moved  an  amendment  to  it  him- 
self. He  introduced  a  bill  which  proposed  to  re- 
peal a  proviso  in  a  former  law,  when  there  was  no 
such  proviso  in  that  law  to  be  repealed.  He  made 
several  mistakes  of  equal  importance,  and  now  be- 
cause that  heterogeneous  bill  cannot  pass,  the  whole 
scheme  must  be  defeated ! 

I  repeat,  that  I  believe  this  bill,  if  amended  as 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  proposes  to  amend  it, 
cannot  pass  the  Senate.  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
can  pass  this  House.  I  know  that  if  thus  amended , 
I  should  be  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  The 
eentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  wrought 
himself  up  to  the  pitch  of  calling  that  "a  threat.*' 
If  other  members  reeard  it  so,  I  shall  be  surprised 
indeed  to  learn  it.  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
could  not  pass  the  Senate;  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  JoNEi,]  on  the  other  hand,  says 
he  has  good  reason  to  know  that  it  can  pass  that 
body.  I  stated  that  if  the  bill  was  so  ^amended,  I 
should  vote  against  it;  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

tia,  [Mr.  Stephens^]  and  the  gentleman  from  In- 
iana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  say  they  shall  vote  against 
it  unless  it  is  so  amended.  So  the  **threat*'  and 
**  bullying'*  seem  to  be  pretty  much  on  one  side 
as  weU  as  on  the  other.  Besides  that,  I  suppose 
the  House  has  heard  too  often  from  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  and  from  ipyself  to  be  very  much 
alarmed  at  anything  we  might  say. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.  FITCH  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  second 
section  of  Senate  bill  all  ^er  the  word  **warrants** 
in  the  tenth  line,  as  follows,  viz: 

— '*  where  thejr  have  been  transferred  under  the  provision 
of  any  act  of  Congress,  and  ihe  regulations  of  the  General 
Land  Office ;  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  such 
officers,  where  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  thai  the  warmnt 
was  located  by  the  soldier  or  warrantee,  or  his  next  of  kin, 
as  provided  for  by  law." 

He  said  the  amendment  was  made,  not  because 
he  est^med  its  adoption  very  essential,  though 
proper,  but  to  enable  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  ridiculous  blunder  perpetrated 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Dunham]  in  moving  to 
strike  out  the  entire  second  section  and  insert  other 
matter  identical  in  principle  with  that  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out.  His  [Mr.  Dunham's]  argument 
was  directed  not  against  tlie  section  he  proposes  to 
strike  out,  but  against  the  third  section  which  his 
motion  does  not  propose  to  disturb !  This  blun- 
der is  only  another  of  the  series  committed  by  the 
gentleman  as  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
which  the  House  bill  on  this  subject  was  referred, 
and  which  reported  back  the  deformity,  a  portion 
of  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  adopt  in  lieu  of  the 
Senate  bill. 

There  were  often  (Mr.  F.  said)  more  false  facts 
than  false  theories  adduced  hepe  in  support  of  a 
measure.  His  colleague  [Mr.  Dunham]  was  d«d- 
ing  largely  in  the  former.  The  very  letter  to  which 
he  referred  but  a  few  minutes  since,  to  sustain  his 
declaration  that  receivers  had  nothing  do  in  loca- 
ting warrants,  states  the  very  reverse;  and  in  his 
(Air.  F.'s)  hand  was  now  a  letter  from  the  szune 
source  (Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office) 
stating  m  detail  the  duties  of  receivers  in  such  lo- 
cations. To  his  coUeafirue  [Mr.  Dunham]  must 
be  yielded  the  palm  so  tar  for  Blundering  legisla- 


tion— a  character  of  legislation  to  which  tke  pnt 
may  justify  us  in  expecting  a  dimax  by  the  intro- 
duction as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  befoT«  us,  of 
some  maUer  upon  another  and  wholly  irrdevaDi 
subject. 

He  (Mr.  F.)  had  before  said  his  proposed  amend- 
ment was  not,  in  his  estimation,  hi^y  important, 
and  made  by  him  for  a  purpose  now  ftdfiUed;  but 
the  amendment  was  proper,  as  it  will  leave  the  fees 
in  every  case  to  be  paid  by  the  holder  of  the  wa^  * 
rant,  and  in  no  cade  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  am  opposed  to  the  ameod- 
ment.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  my  €oliea|:ue 
[Mr.  Fitch]  for  the  very  courteous  manner  with 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  speak  of  me  upon 
this  occasion,  as  well  as  the  other  day.  I  thmk, 
however,  that  if  he  will  gamine  he  will  find  that  he 
has  committed  just  as  egregious  blunders  in  this 
matter  as  I  have.  The  section  which  i  propose 
to  strike  out  is  as  different  from  the  one  which  I 
propose  to  insert,  as  it  can  be.  So  much  for  the 
courtesy  of  my  colleague. 

I  have  one  word  in  relation  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bhsell.]  That 
gentlenMin  has  seen  fit  to  charge  me,  as  diairman 
of  the  select  committee,  with  altering  the  bill  re- 

Korted  from  that  committee.  I  deny  it.  There 
as  not  been  a  single  proposition  in  any  section  of 
that  bill  which  has  been  altered,  even  in  phnue- 
ology,  in  the  least;  cmd  1  appeal  to  every  member 
of  that  committee  to  sustain  me  in  the  assertion. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana allow  me  one  word  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  You  will  have  time  to  reply 
afterwards. 

Mr.  BISSEILL.  I  must  be  allowed  to  ray  that 
the  gentleman  is  wholly  mistaken  in  what  he  sari. 

Mr.  DUNHAM .  Then  I  simply  say  this:  The 
members  of  that  committee  are  pjresent,  and  eao 
bear  witness  whether  what  I  say  is  correct  or  not. 
1  undertake  to  say  that  there  was  scarcely  a  con- 
troversy upon  any  section  of  the  bill,  except  in 
reference  to  the  nrst  and  second  sections.  The 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissell]  voted  against 
me  upon  the  second  section,  and,  as  a  mauerof 
course,  he  did  in  reference  to  the  first. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  say  if 
I  ever  consented  that  land  warrants  should  be  Lo- 
cated without  regard  to  the  price  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  if  he  ever,  in  committee,  proposed  an 
amendment  to  obviate  that  difiiculty  ?  He  did  not; 
and  I  apprehend  he  did  not  dbcover  the  blander 
any  more  than  1  did.  It  does  not  become  him, as 
a  member  of  that  committee,  to  charge  me  with 
blunders  which  escaped  his  notice  as  well  as 
mine. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  cannot  pennii 
this  kind  of  discussion  to  go  on.  It  is  all  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Does  the  gentleman  froa 
Illinois  pretend  to  say  here  that  I  altered  that  biH 
after  it  was  reported  by  the  committee? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Not  knowingly.  Certainly 
not. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  cannot  pennit 
this  discussion  to  go  on.  The  Chair  calb  the  gen* 
tlemen  to  order. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  must  be  permitted  to  answer 
the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Certainly,  I  will  permit  the 
gentleman ;  and  desire  that  he  should  answer  my 
question. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  refer  particulariy  to  that 
portion  of  the  bill  which  authorizes  that  land  war- 
rants shall  be  received  in  payment  for  the  pubw 
lands,  without  regard  to  the  price  of  those  lands. 
My  understanding  of  it  was,  that  warrants  should 
be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  l«Hi«,  hut 
that  the  lands  should  be  held  at  their  nominal 
value— say  |2  50  per  acre.  The  bill*  o  intj«- 
duced,  authorizes  tne  holder  of  the  warrant-;-f<w 
instance,  the  holder  of  a  one  hundred  «nd  "j^S 
acre  warrant — to  locate  it  on  lands  held  at  fz  w 
per  acre. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Oh,  I  understand  that.  But 
I  do  not  remember  that  the  maUer  was  mooted  m 
the  committee.  And  if  it  was,  I  dtand  hen  to 
say  that  the  original  bill,  as  it  was  submitted  to 
the  committee  at  its  last  sitting,  is  the  samewhwli 
was  introduced  here.  The  biU  was  hiid  before  the 
committee  and  examined  critically — examined  by 
us  all.  It  was  sent-from  the  committee  room  di- 
rectly to  the  printing  office,  and  the  manuscript 
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can  b«  examined  there.  It  was  printed  and  sent 
here;  yet  now,  forsooth,  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
noic  comes  here  and  charges  the  blunders  in  the 
bill  upon  the  unfortunate  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, who,  as  the  committee  know,  did  his  ut- 
most to  perfect  it. 
FHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HEBARD.    I  desire  to  ask  if  it  is  in  order 
to  ask  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the  aroend- 
'     ment  proposed  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Dunham,]  so  tliat  it  shall  first  be  taken  upon 
striking  out? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not. 
Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.    I  wiU  ask  to 
have  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  As  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  is  an  unimportant  one,  the  Chair  will 
suggest  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Pitch]  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBEILL.  I  regard  the  amendment 
as  one  of  some  importance. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  By  a  rule  of  the 
House,  the  amendment  cannot  be  withdrawn. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  aware  that 
it  cannot  be  withdrawn  except  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  object.  I  would  inquire 
if  the  question  is  not  on  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  second  section  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN^^The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Dunham]  i^^lii  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  second  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  [as  re- 
ported above,]  and  to  insert  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  reported  from  the  select  committee  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  his  colleague  [Mr.  Fitch]  moves 
to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  second  section  of 
the  Senate  bill,  as  follows,  viz: 

— ^**where  they  have  been  transferred  under  the  provisions 
of  any  act  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations  of  the  General 
Land  Office ;  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  adjustment  of  tlie  accounu  of  such 
officers,  where  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisf^tiqn  of  the 
Conunjssioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  warrant 

^was  located  by  the  soldier  or  warrantee,  or  his  next  of  kin, 

*^as  proirided  for  by  law." 

The  question  is  now  on  striking  out  the  portion 
of  the  section  which  has  just  been  read. 

The  question  wasi  taken,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  striking  out 
the  entire  section  of  the  Senate  oill  and  inserting 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  proposed  by  the  se- 
lect committee,  as  reported  above. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  1  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  I  move  to  strike  out  from 
the  section  proposed  to  be  inserted,  the  words  **  by 
him  locatea,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  *t  of  forty  acres,  and  $2  for  each  warrant 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres."  So  that  it  will 
provide  that  the  repeters  and  receivers  shall  be 
entitled  to '  receive  nfly  cents  for  each  land  war- 
rant of  forty  acres,  and  |2  for  each  warrant  of  one 
hundred  and  sixiy  acres  which  they  may  locate. 

Mr.  B.  said:  If  the  amendment  of  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Dunham]  should  prevail,  the  amendment 
which  I  have  proposed  to  it  must  address  itself  at 
once  to  the  intelligence  of  every  man  in  this  com- 
mittee. I  hold  that  our  laws  should  be  equal,  and 
that  we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pass  laws 
which  do  not  place  the  poor  man  upon  the  same 
equality  with  the  rich  man.  What  is  the  effect  of 
the  section  as  it  now  stands  ?  It  is  that  the  man 
who  has  been  enabled  to  raise  ^50  and  purchased  a 
land  warrant  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  for  the  loca- 
tion of  his  warrant  as  much  as  the  man  who  has  a 
f200  warrant  shall  pay  for  locating  his.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  sanction  any  such  doctrine;  smd  1  am 
satisfied  that  my  colleague,  when  he  looks  at  the 
(question,  will  not  advocate  his  own  amendment 
without  the  insertion  of  such  a  provision  as  I  have 
indicated.  Gentlemen  will  see  at  once  that  it  re- 
quires a  roan  who  has  his  warrant  for  forty  acres 
to  pay  four  times  as  much  in  proportion  to  its  value, 
M  the  man  who  has  his  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  warrant.  It  says  that  the  man  with  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant  shall  pay  fiAy 
cents,  but  I  am  opposed  to  compelling  the  poor 
Qian,  who,  by  his  nard  earnings,  has  been  enabled 
to  purchase  a  warrant  for  forty  acres,  to  pay  a 
limilar  sum.  Now,  I  am  for  compelling  the  rich 
iHan  to  pay  the  same  for  the  privilege  he  enjoys. 
Is  the  poor  man,  and  the  amendment  which  I  have 
proposed  will  effect  that  purpose.  It  places  them  , 
Upon  precisely  the  same  fitting.  One  per  cent,  j 
^pon  the  cash  sale  of  forty  acres  will  amount  to  > 


about  fifty  cents,  and  one  per  cent,  for  the  cash 
sale  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  will  be  about 
|3.  This  amendment,  therelbre,  places  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  war- 
rants, and  the.  purchasers  of  forty  acre  warrants 
upon  the  same  tooting. 

I  now  desire  to  answer  some  of  the  objections 
urged  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Ditnham,]  in  refer- 
ence to  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred  in  car- 
rying out  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  will  not  amount  to 
anything  like  the  extravagant  sum  which  he  indi- 
cates. I  am  of  the  opinion  that  any  calculations 
which  bring  the  expense  above  |100,000  are  not 
in  accordance  with  the  fhcts  of  the  case.-  I  stated 
in  my  remarks  on  yesterday,  that  the  price  of 
all  these  warranu  was  about  |^12,0U0,000.  Now, 
divide  one  per  cent,  of  that  amount  between  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  men,  and  you  will  be  en- 
abled to  ascertain  what  amount  it  would  give  to 
each  individual  for  the  five  years  past.  Then  from 
that  amount  is  to  be  deducted  what  the  officers 
have  received  aAer  the  law  of  1848.  I  am  not 
prepared  tc^say  what  is  the  precise  amount,  and  I 
nave  made  calculations  on  the  subject,  but  they 
are  not  before  me.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
whole  percentage  on  the  sum  will  amount  to  a 
little  over  |100,U00.  From  this  is  to  be  deducted 
the  receipts  of  these  officers  under  the  law  of  1848, 
so  that  it  reduces,  according  to  my  calculation,  to 
less  than  $100,000. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  think  I  understood  my 
colleague  to  say  that  the  whole  price  of  these  war- 
ranu was  $12,000,000. 

Mr.  BRENTON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  And  that  two  per  cent,  is 
payable  to  the  receivers  and  registers  r 

Mr.  BRENTON.  Certainly—one  per  cent,  to 
each  of  these  officers. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  I  would  like  to  know 
how  the  gentleman  can  make  the  amount  of  per- 
centage $100,000  ?    It  is  $240,000. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  Well,  I  give  the  gentleman 
the  figures  as  they  appear  upon  the  report,  and 
every  gentleman  can  noake  his  calculations  to  suit 
himseu. ' 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOWE.    My  constituents  are  in- 
terested in  the  passage  of  the  first  section;  and  I 
merely  wish  to  say  uiat  I  am  in  fitvor  of  passing  ; 
it.    It  provides  that  land  warrants  shall  be  assign-  ! 
able.    As  to  all  the  remainder  of  the  bill  I  am  op-  | 
posed  to  it.    I  wish  to  make  this  remark,  that  I  { 
may  appear  fairly  upon  the  record.     I  believe  it 
is  expedient  to  pass  a  law  that  shall  make  land 
warrants  assignable,  and  my  constituents  require 
that  I  shall  so  vote;  but  to  all  the  rest  of  the  bill  I 
am  entirely  opposed.  ! 

As  respects  land  officers  not  being  compensated,  \ 
I  will  merely  say  to  them,  as  I  would  to  members  ' 
of  Congress,  If  your  compensation  is  not  sufficient 
you  may  resign.  Whenever  a  Congressman  finds  i 
that  his  wages  are  not  ample  and  sufficient  he  re- 
signs his  seat;  and  I  suppose  that  a  receiver  or  land  { 
officer  might  do  the  same  thin?.  | 

In  rega^  to  western  lands,  I  would  remcu-k  that ' 
I  consider  thenerthem,or  the  old  original  thirteen  | 
States,  as  having  no  interest,  or  lot,  or  part,  in  them. 
It  is  a  western  and  loccd  question  altogether.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  this  House,  and 
from  all  past  experience  of  legislation  upon  public  ' 
lands,  that  the  old  thirteen  States  can  never  get 
enough  of  them  to  make  a  Pottersfield  of — ^never 
enough  to'  bury  their  dead  upon.  The  public 
lands  are  gone,  irrevocably  gone,  from  tlie  old 
States.  I  am  for  making  the  best  disposition  of 
them  under  the  circumstances.  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  giving  bounty  lands.  I  am  for  giving  to  every 
actual  settler,  who  will  ^o  and  remain  upon  the 
land,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  I  would  this 
day  voteforgivingevery  acre  aM^y  in  that  manner. 
I  am  entirely  opposed  to  giving  them  to  soulless 
corporations,  upon  a  promise  that  they  will  make 
railroads  or  anything  of  that  kind.  They  must  go 
to  the  States  to  which  they  belong.  I  know  that 
Pennsylvania  can  get  none  of  them.  I  know  the 
old  States  can  get  none  of  them.  I  am  in  favor  of 
giving  them  out  in  parcels  to  individuals  who  will 
go  and  occupy  and  husband  the  lands,  and  make 
them  valuable,  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  States  to  which  they  belong. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  ask  my  colleo^e  to  correct 
a  word.  He  said  he  was  willing  to  give  the  lands 
to  the  States  to  which  they  belon^^.  I  know  my  col- 
league did  not  mean  to  express  himself  in  that  way. 


Mr.  HOWE.  I  mean  to  give  them  to  actual  set- 
tlers who  will  occupy  them,  in  the  States  where 
the  lands  are  situated,  and  not  to  soulless  corpo- 
rations. 

Mr.  ALLISON.    So  I  supposed. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Brenton  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dun- 
ham, and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DtmiiAM . — 

Mr.  BISSEILL  said:  I  desire  to  have  the  second 
section  of  the  Senate  bill  read  as  now  amended. 

The  second  section  as  amended  was  read. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  propose  to  amend  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  Senate  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words   **  the  same  compensation  or  percentage  to 

*  which  they  are  entitled  by  law  for  sales  of  the 

*  public  lands  for  cash,  at  the  rate  of  $1  25  per 

*  acre,  the  said  compensation  to  be  hereafter  paid 

*  by  the  assi^ees  or  holders  of  such  warrants 

*  where  they  have  been  transferred  under  the  pro- 

*  visions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations 

*  of  the  General  Land  Office,"  and  insert  **  eighty 
cents,"  and  after  the  word  "paid "in  the  thirteenth 
line,  insert  <*  in  all  cases  where  a  warrant  has  been 
assiened,  and  in  all  other  cases  to  be  paid." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  portion  of  the  section  to 
which  the  amendment  refers,  has  already  been 
striken  out. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  will  then  modify  the 
amendment,  so  that  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  strike 
out  all  that  part  of  the  section  which  is  based  upon 
the  idea  of  giving  compensation  to  registers  and 
receivers,  and  insert  instead  thereof  the  words 
eighty  cetUs.  I  am  in  favor  of  fiving  a  specific 
compensation  for  the  location  of  land  warrants, 
and  the  sum  I  propose  is  eighty  cents.  There 
seems  to  be  an  opinion  on  the  part  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  House  that  this  compensation,  by  way 
of  percentage,  is  too  high,  and  that  it  amounts  in 
the  case  of  a  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant, 
to  $2,  and  in  the  case  of  eighty  acres,  to  $1,  paid 
to  the  registers  and  receivers,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  too  high  a  compensation.  It  is  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  gen- 
eral law  specifies  a  higher  compensation  than  is 
proper,  but  yet  that,  in  case  of  these  land  warrants 
which  are  generally  located  in  parcels,  and  large 
numbers  by  individuals,  speculators,  and  agents, 
the  compensation  should  not  be  as  much  as  for 
locating  an  individual  purchase  made  for  cash, 
that  I  have  offered  this  compromise  price  of  eighty 
cents  for  locating  these  warrants. 

My  other  proposition,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
allude  to  it,  was  made  in  order  that  the  soldiers 
themselves  mi^ht  have  their  warrants  located,  and 
the* compensation  therefor  be  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, but  that  in  case  the  warrants  reached  the,  hands 
of  an  assignee,  the  compensation  should  be  paid  by 
the  holder.  That  was  the  intention.  I  have  no 
idea  that  these  receivers  should  do  the  business  for 
nothing;  and  certainly  a  few  of  the  receivers 
should  not  be  required  to  do  all  the  business  of 
our  public  lands  during  the  time  these  warrants 
are  locating;  for  substantially  these  warrants  in- 
creases the  business  of  the  public  land  offices,  and 
therefore  I  think  a  proper  compensation  should  be 
awarded  to  the  receivers  under  such  circumstances. 
I  think  eighty  cents  is  not  far  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  second  section  of  the 
Senate  bill,  as  now  amended,  provides  that  in  all 
cases  where  locations  are  heroi/ler  made,  two  per 
cent,  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  holding  the  war- 
rant, whether  he  be  the  assignee  or  the  original 
hoMer.  I  think  that  is  right.  I  think  that  the 
holder  of  the  warrant,  whoever  he  may  be,  whether 
he  is  the  old  soldier  or  the  old  soldier's  assignee, 
should  be  willing,  and  I  know  they  are  willing  in 
every  instance,  to  pay  whatever  is  Aiir  and  rea- 
sonable for  locating  their  warrants.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  of  any  man.  if  you  give  him  one 
hundred  and  sixty  or  forty  acres  of  land,  that  in 
the  one  case  he  shall  pay  $2,  ^c|^n  the  other  fifty 
cents  for  making  out  nis  papers.  It  is  not  unrea- 
sonable, and  no  one  will  complain  of  it. 

Mr.  AVERETT,  (interrupting.)  I  understand 
that  in  order  for  any  one  to  get  the  floor  he  must 
have  an  amendment  to  offer  or  he  must  speak  in 
opposition. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  iSrom  lUi- 
nois  is  speaking  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  speaking  to  an  amend- 
ment, and  I  am  in  favor  of  this  second  section  of 
the  Senate  bill  as  it  now  stands.    It  requires,  in 
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at!  ca«es,  \hat  the  holder  of  a  warrant,  whether  he 
be  the  asaignee  or  the  soldier  himself,  shall  pay  for 
locating  the  land;  and  shall  pay  precisely  as  much, 
and  no  more«  than  is  paid  wnen  the  location  is 
made  with  cash.  If  I  take  two  hundred  dollars  in 
ffold  to  the  land  ofBce  and  propose  to  enter  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  or  land,  two  dollars  of 
that  two  hundred  goes  to  compensate  the  roister 
and  receiver. 

Mr.  SACKETT,  (interruptingO  Will  the  gen- 
tleman answer  me  a  question.  The  phraseology 
of  the  bill  is,  "the  same  compensation  or  percent- 
age r**  I  wish  to  know  if  there  is  any  other  com- 
pensation besides  percentage? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  None  whatever;  that  is  mere 
verbiage.  If  I  take  two  hundred  dollars  in  ^Id 
to  a  land  ofHce  to  enter  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  two  dollars  of  that  gold,  as  I  before  said,  go 
to  pay  the  register  and  receiver.  Under  this  sec- 
tion as  now  amended,  if  I  take  a  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acre  warrant  I  pay  the  same,  whereas  in 
fact  the  labor  of  the  register  and  receiver  is,  in  this 
latter  case,  more  than  four  times  as  great  as  when 
an  entry  is  made  with  cash. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question  for  information.  Where  the 
entry  is  made  in  cash  does  the  man  who  makes 
the  entry  have  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  did  not  say  so  at  all.  I  said 
that  of  the  two  hundred  dollars  two  dollars  |o  to 
the  register  and  receiver— of  course  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stales.  But  under  this 
section,  when  the  holder  of  a  warrant  enters  his 
land,  he  must,  as  he  ought  to  do — the  land  being 
given  to  him — pay  that  Tittle  pittapce.  Who  can 
object  to  that  Senate  bill  now  ?  It  takes  no  money 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  only  reouires  a  man  to 
whom  you  have  given  one  hundrea  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  to  pay  two  dollars  for  its  location.  Who 
can  object  to  it?  Who  will  have  it  struck  out  for 
this  much  less  intelligible  amendment  proposed  by- 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana?  [Mr.  Dunham.] 
This  is  a  simple,  plain,  straightforward  matter. 
I  hope  the  second  section,  as  now  amended,  and 
that  does  not  take  a  dollar  from  the  Treasury,  but 
only  requires  the  holder  of  a  warrant  to  pay  as 
much  as  would  be  paid  to  the  register  and  receiver 
if  the  entry  was  made  in  cash,  will  remain  as  it  is, 
and  that  it  will  become  a  part  of  the  law. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ottered  by  Mr.  Sackbtt,  and  it  was  dis- 
agreed to.  

Mr.  AVERETT.  Is  it  in  order  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  second  section  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  motion  is  pending  to 
strike  out  all  afler  the  first  section,  and  alsq  to 
strike  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.' MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    I  offer  the 

follow  proviso  to  the  second  section,  as  it  now 

stands: 

Provided^  That  no  fees  shall  be  charged  where  the  war- 
rant was  located  by  the  original  warrantee. 

Mr.  M.  I  conceive  the  second  section  to  be  as 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Bissell]  under- 
stands it,  that  it  will  require  the  soldier  to  pay  to 
the  registers  and  receivers  two  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  his  warrant,  and  to  that  1  am  opposed, 
because  the  bounty  land  law  was  based  upon  the 
idea  that  it  was  a  gratuity  upon  the  part  of  the 
GK)vemment  to  the  men  who  had  rendered  military 
service;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  change  the  prina* 
pie  of  the  law,  so  as  to  charge  the  soldier  where  he 
make  the  entry,  with  any  fee  at  all.  I  woul^ 
require  of  the  registers  and  receivers  gratuitous 
services,  at  all  events,  where  this  class  of  persons 
locate  warrants.  I  am  fully  aware  that  it  may  be 
replied  U)  this,  that  the  speculator  will  charee  upon 
the  market  value  of  the  warrant  whatever  he  may 
be  required  to  pay  in  the  Land  Office,  that  that  is 
an  evil  which  unavoidably  accompanies  the  sub- 
ject, which  may  depress  the  value  of  the  warrant, 
and  which  will,  at  all  events,  operate  as  a  sort  of 
tax  upon  the  &si^ability  of  land  warrants.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
which  IS  attempted  to  be  inserted  here  by  our  own 
committee,  and  prefer  the  basis  of  percentage  as  a 
compensation,  rather  than  a  fixed  amount,  for  the 
location  of  land  warrants,  for  the  simple  reason, 
that  as  you  fix  the  basis  of  compensation  accord- 
ing to  the  warrant,  it  operates  to  the  depreciation 
in  market  of  the  forty  acre  warrant  most,  the 
eighty  acre  warrant  next,  and  the  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acre  warrant  last,  and  therefore  operates  the 
largest  tax  upon  the  smallest  warrant.    The  roan 


having  a  warrant  for  the  least  number  of  acres 
will  be  taxed  the  most.  If  I  go  into  market  to  buy 
land  warrants,  I  will  prefer  one  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  forty  acre  warrants;  and  why? 
Because  I  would  have  to  pay  only  one  fourth  the 
tax  in  locating  a  one  hunared  and  sixty  acre  war- 
rant, that  I  would  have  to  pay  for  the  forty  acre 
warrants. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Not  at  all.  Under  this  section, 
to  locate  a  forty  acre  warrant  you  pay  fifty  cents, 
to  locate  an  eighty  acre  warrant  you  pay  $1 ,  and 
to  locate  a  one  Hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant 
you  pay  $2. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  That  is  the  percentage. 
I  am  expressing  my  opposition  to  the  provision  of 
the  House  bill,  which  proposes  to  fix  the  compen- 
sation for  locating  warrants  at  a  specific  sum.  I 
have  not  i^iuch  to  say,  and  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  by  entering  into  the  discussion.  This 
matter  has  got  now  to  about  the  point  where  I 
expected  it  would  get  when  we  referred  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  I  think  we  were  then  a  little 
further  advanced  than  now.  I  am  now  expressing 
my  opposition  to  the  matter  which  it  is.mtended 
hereafter  to  be  inserted.    It  is  as  follows: 

Sro.  3.  »^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  aOcr 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the 
United  States  land  offices  shall  each  be  entitled  to  reeelve 
fifty  cents  for  his  services,  in  locating  each  bounty  land  war- 
rant by  him  located,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  lo- 
cating the  same. 

That  is,  no  matter  whether  it  is  a  forty,  eighty, 
or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant,  they  will 
charge  fifty  cents  upon  each.  ^  This  will  depreciate 
the  smhll  warrants  and  appreciate  the  large  ones. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  intend  to  oppose  the  proposi- 
tion, and  in  doing  so,  to  make  some  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  extent  of  land  warrants,  to  which 
I  b^  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Brenton.]  It  was  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  and -assented  to  by  his  colleague, 
that  (fl2,000,000  would  cover  the  entire  issue  of 
land  warrants.  Well,  that  may  be  so.  But  a  cer- 
tain official  report  makes  a  dinerent  statement ;  I 
do  not  propose  to  decide  where  doctors  disagree, 
nor  to  determine  between  gentlemen  equally  weD 
informed,  but  I  will  ask  the  committee  to  under- 
take that  task  after  hearing  what  I  am  about  to 
read.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  official  document  of  this 
Government — Executive  document.  No.  11,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  sec- 
ond session  of  the  Slst  Congress.  There  is  a  state- 
ment appended  to  this  report — statement  K — to 
which  I  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  whose  account  I  do  not  gainsay. 
The  Secretary  says,  •*  Statement  K,  appended  to 

*  this  report,  shows  the  number  of  warrants  located 

*  by  the  acts  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  and 

*  the  number  yet  to  be  located,  as  estimated  from 

*  the  pay  rolls  and  other  evidences  on  file,  with  the 

*  quantity  of  lands  in  acres  required  to  satisfy  them. 

*  The  quantity  of  lands  sold  and  taken  from  mar- 

*  ket  by  virtue  of  these  warrants,  for  the  years 

*  1847,  1848,  1849,  is  14,727,742.40  acres  (aver- 

*  aging  4,909,247.46  acres  per  annum,)  valued  at 

*  118,911,134.76,  (averaging  #6,303,711.58  per  an- 

*  num.) 

•*  The  warrants  yet  to  be  presented  under  these 

*  acU  will  require  78,922,513  acres,  valued  at  $98,- 

*  653,140.    At  the  above  average  of  4,909,247.46 

*  acres  per  annum  over  sixteen  years  will  be  re- 

*  quired  to  absorb  and  satisfy  the  warrants  yet  to 

*  be  issued,  as  estimated  under  the  several  bounty 

*  land  acts  now  in  force. 

**  There  will  then  be  diverted  from  the  Treas- 

*  ury,  from  the  sale  of  lands,  the  sum  of  1113,245.- 
*896." 

Now  from  this  $113,245,896  is  to  be  deducted 
$25,981,671,  the  value  of  the  swamp  lands  granted 
to  the  State  of  I^uisiana;  $133,600,  the  value  of 
lands  granted  to  cofleges,  salines,  <&c.;  and  $2,450,- 
314,  granted  for  internal  improvements  and  Choc- 
taw certificates;  which  would  leave  $80,888,021, 
the  value  of  lands  granted  under  the  several  boun- 
ty land  acts.  The  Secretary  says  expressly  that 
he  has  based  his  computation  upon  the  pay-rolls 
and  upon  the  number  of  warrants  likely  to  be 
brought  in — not  upon  the  wholenumber  of  soldiers 
that  ever  served,  but  upon  those  granted  to  sol- 
diers still  living,  and  tne  widows  and  minor  chil- 
dren of  soldiers  who  are  dead,  and  those  that  it  is 
probable  will  come  in.  It  is  not  a  vague  and  wild 
estimate.  I  would  like  to  know — but  not  in  the 
limit  of  my  speech,  as  gentlemen  will  afterwards 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying — where  the  twelve 


millions  of  dollars  came  from  as  the  amount  nnon 
which  the  percentage  was  asked;  and  I  would  like 
to  know  how  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
a  mistake  of  $80,888,021.  I  want  to  know  whether 
$12,000,000  or  $80,000,000  is  the  correct eaUmaie, 
and  I  want  to  know  what  it  will  take,  at  two  per 
cent.,  if  it  is  $68,000,000,  to  pay  the  registers  and 
receivers. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  move  to  strike  from  the 
amendment  the  words  ''original  warrantee. ''  1 
make  this  motion  for  the  purpose  of  setting  myself 
right.  In  the  first  place,  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  where  he  obtained  the 
estimate  he  has  ^ven  the  committee? 

Mr.  EVANS.  From  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  at  the  second  session  of  the 
Thirty-first  Congress,  Executive  document  No.  U. 
I  will  send  it  to  the  geotlenmn. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  was  fuHy  aware  of  the 
statement  read  from  that  document,  bat  he  has 
misconceived  the  point  which  I  made.  Tlie  ques- 
tion is,  what  ai^ouDt  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
claims  of  registers  and  receivers  at  the  lana  offices 
prior  to  the  3d  March,  1849,  and  for  warrants  lo- 
j  cated  up  to  the  close  of  the  third  quarter  of  1851. 
I  My  estimate  is  upon  sales  previous  to  that  time, 
leaving  out  of  consideration  the  warrants  located 
subsequently,  and  yet  to  be  located. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Mine  graced  all. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  x^o^entleman  can  soectm- 
fully  controvert  my  position  who  will  look  at  the 
facts  as  I  presented  tnem.  The  question  is,  what 
will  it  take  to  pay  for  services  heretofore  rendered 
by  those  turned  out  of  office  by  the  present  Admin- 
istration, and  for  warranto  located  up  to  the  tine 
I  specified  ?  The  report  is  just  as  I  stated  it  in  my 
remarks  on  yesterday — the  annual  cash  value  of 
lands  locatea  by  warrants  up  to  the  third  quar- 
ter of  1851.  That  was  the  amount  of  lands  actu- 
ally disposed  of.  To  take  the  warrants  which 
have  been  issued,  and  all  that  are  to  be  issued,  has  . 
not  entered  into  my  calculation  at  all.  1  took  sim-if 
ply  the  estimate  in  the  Commissioner's  report  of 
actual  locations  up  to  a  given  time,  and  not  of 
those  in  circulation. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  understand  the  gentleman.  I 
took  the  whole  number,  the  gentleman  only  takes 
a  part. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  fixed  a  certain  time,  and 
confined  my  estimate  of  the  lands  actually  located 
within  that  time,  and  not  of  those  which  We  and 
may  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  law.  1  am 
aware  the  vast  amount  of  warrants  authorized  to 
be  issued  will  exhaust  millions  and  millions  of 
acres  of  public  domain.  I  am  satisfied  of  that. 
My  argument  was  to  show  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  as  com- 
pensation for  the  services  already  rendered  by  the 
registers  and  receivers.  I  still  stand  by  ail  the 
facts  I  have  stated. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  only  wish 
to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Marshall.]  As  this  second  section 
of  the  Senate  bill  now  stands,  the  price  to  be  paid 
to  the  registers  and  receivers  is  one  and  a  quarter 
per  cent,  per  acre.  The  getitleraan  from  Isdiana 
moves  to  msert  fifty  cents  for  each  warrant.  One 
per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  forty  acres  is  fifty  cent*. 
So  there  is  little  difference  between  the  section,  as 
it  now  stands  amended,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  One  per  cent. upon 
the  whole  amount. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  There  is  very  little  differ- 
ence between  them;  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  motion  fails 
or  is  agreed  to.  1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  would 
depreciate  the  forty  acre  warrants.  1  am  opposed 
to  paying  them  anything,  and  shall  vote  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  to  strike 
out  the  whole  section. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Mar- 
shall's amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move,  pro /omw,  to  amend 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  by  reducing  the 
proposed  pay  one  half.  . 

I  wish  particularly  to  state  a  few  facts  to  this 
committee,  and  then  I  have  done  with  this  part  of 
the  subject.    It  strikes  me  that  these  men  are  gen- 
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erally  well  pnid  for  their  services*  It  is  well 
known  to  every  member  of  this  committee  that 
both  registers  and  receivers  are  each  paid  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $500.  Besides  tliis,  they  receive  a 
percentage  upon  the  moneys  received  upon  all  cash 
entries.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  case  of  a  single  land  office,  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  duties  performed  and  the  compensation 
therefor.  I  will  take  the  land  office  where  the 
office  of  register  was  filled  by  my  honorable  col- 
lea§\ie«  [Mr.  Brenton.]  And,  by  the  way»  it  real- 
ly seems  to  me  that  my  colleague  shows  his  ereat 
modesty  by  his  exceeainely  warm  support  of  this 
bOl,  having  himself  just  left  a  land  office  which  ia 
to  be  affected  bv  it,  and  therefore  being  directly 
interested.  And  I  know  that  my  colleague  is  a 
Tery  candid  man,  and  would  do  nothing  but  what 
be  thought  strictly  ri^ht,  even  in  a  matter  wherein 
he  was  himself  directly  interested;  but,  sir,  it  is  so 
Tery  natural  for  one  to  work  himself  into  the  belief 
tliat  a  thing  is  right  which  is  for  his  interest,  that 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  committee  to  at 
least  scrutinse  the  arguments  of  my  colleague 
close1]|r,  for  fear  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  can- 
dor, his  judgment  may  be  a  little  warped.  Now, 
sir,  our  rules  prohibit  a  member  from  votingupon 
a  nieasure  under  such  circumstances;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  modesty  should  forbid  him  from  so 
earnestly  advocating  it.  But  that  is  merely  a  mat- 
ter of  taste,  about  which  I  do  not  feel  particularly 
interested.  The  amount  of  money  received  at  the 
land  office  of  Fort  Wayne,  in  Indiana,  the  first 
quarter  of  1850,  was  |893;  the  second  quarter, 
$6,528;  the  third  quarter,  $7,285;  fourth  quarter, 
6,060;  first  quarter  of  1851,  )4,988;  second  quarter, 
^29,  and  the  third  quarter  |589;  and  so  it  goes  on 
preuy  much  in  that  way.  That  is  the  amount  of 
money  received  into  the  public  Treasury;  and  for 
receiving  this  the  officers  are  entitled  to  a  salary  of 
$500  a  year,  besides  one  per  cent,  upon  the  aitiount 
of  money  actually  received.  But  he  shows  you 
that  b«  lias  not  been  well  paid  in  locating  these  land 
warrants.  Let  us  see.  The  whole  number  of  Mex- 
ican land  warrants  located  at  the  Fort  Wayne  of- 
fice, from  the  first  issue  of  those  warrants  to  the 
present  time,  is  two  hundred  and  forty  three. 
For  this  extra  service,  the  Government  have  paid 
each  year  $500  to  the  officer,  and  besides  this,  he 
was  entitle  to  receive,  and  undoubtedly  has  re- 
ceived, half  a  dollar  for  locating  each  warrant  not 
located  by  the  original  warrantee,  and  very  few, 
as  I  have  before  shown,  have  been.  Yet  the  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  they  have  not  been  well 
paid.  What  is  true  in  reference  to  Fort  Wayne, 
IS  true  in  reference  to  one  half  of  the  offices, 
though  at  some  of  the  offices  much  less  has  been 
received  than  at  Fort  Wayne;  at  some,  in  fact, 
for  whole  quarters  nothing  at  all  has  been  receiv- 
ed. I  undertake  to  say,  that  a  majority  of  them 
are  paid  as  much  as  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  num- 
ber of  land  warrants  locat^.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  a  verygreat  hardship  upon  them. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  .If  two  hundred  land  warrants 
were  located  there,  then  the  receiver  cannot  re- 
ceive nfi  much  as  |2D0  under  this  law,  unless  th^ 
were  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrants.  The 
receiver  or  renter  under  the  law  we  propose, 
vould  not  receive  from  it  so  much,  at  any  rate  no 
more,  than  fSOO.  Is  not  that  a  great  sum  ?  Now, 
there  is  the  amount  the  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne  is 
to  receive  under  this  law. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  That  is  not  a  very  gi^t 
sum,  it  is  true;  but  when  you  put  together  what 
we  arc  asked  to  pay  to  all  these  officers  for  past 
and  present  services,  it  does  make,  as  I  have  here- 
tofore shown,  a  very  large  sum  indeed;  and  if 
the  officer  is  not  deserving  of  the  pay,  why  should 
we  pay  him  at  all?  It  is  a  simple  question, 
whether  these  services  have  been  properly  com- 
pensated ?  Every  western  man  knows,  who  has 
Mj  experience  in  these  public  offices,  that  these 
oflicers  are  engaged  in  other  business,  and  are 
discharging  other  duties  by  no  means  interfering 
with  the  business  of  these  offices. 

I  know  it  is  said  that  this  |500  salary  is  for  of- 
fice-rent, ibel,  &c.,  the  books,  blanks  and  station- 
ery beini:  furnished  by  the  Government;  but,  sir,  I 
will  appeal  to  mj  colleague  himself,  that  it  is  far 
more  than  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  I  presume 
very  few  if  any  of  the  offices  occupied  cost  a  rent 
of  $100  per  annum.  I  apprehend,  then,  sir,  that 
the  excess  of  this  |[500  salary,  after  paying  rent 
and  contingencies,  increased  by  the  fee  of  fifty 
cents  per  warrant,  proposed  by  my  amendment, 


will  be  ample  compensation  for  the  labors  per- 
formed by  tnese  officers  in  locating  these  warrants. 

At  the  time  my  colleague  was  appointed  regis- 
ter of  the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  a  Democrat 
was  turned  out  to  make  a  place  for  him.  I  do  not 
think  that  Democrat  was  anxious  to  be  removed 
because  the  compensation  was  inadequate,  or  for 
any  other  reason,  and  I  do  think  my  colleague, 
as  well  as  several  other  hungry  Whi^  office  seek- 
ers, were  anxious  to  be  appointed  m  his  place. 
I  never  heard  that  my  colleague  was  disposed  to 
give  up  the  office  until  he  thought  there  was  a 
chance  for  him  to  be  elected  to  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
although  he  had  before  that  held  it  ample  time  to 
have  enabled  him  to  ascertain  whether  he  was 
sufficiently  paid  for  his  labor. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  seldom  you  find  a  man  out 
of  office,  who  desires  to  hold  office  at  all,  who 
does  not  believe  that  the  emoluments  are  aniple 
and  desirable;  and  you  as  seldom  find  one  in  omce 
who  believes  that  he  is  sufficiently  compensated 
for  the  great  sacrifices  which  he  makes  to  eive  to 
the  country  the  benefit  of  his  services  and  great 
talents. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  re^et  exceedingly  to  in- 
terfere with  this  pleasant  episode  on  the  paK  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  the  amendment  which  has  been 
offered  by  my  honorable  friend  upon  my  right, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  all  amendments 
to  this  section.  It  is  not  my  desire  that  this  sec- 
tion should  be  made  palatable,  after  the  demon- 
stration which  has  been  made  here  in  relation  to 
the  details  of  this  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
friends  of.  the  original  proposition — the  first  sec- 
tion— 'Which  makes  these  land  warrants  assigna- 
ble, should  cease  further  debate,  and  make  it  a  test 
question,  in  relation  to  striking  out  the  second 
section,  which  will  be  fatal  to  me  balance  of  the 
bill.  I  know  there  was  a  very  decided  expression 
of  opinion  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  to  strike 
out  the  second  section.  That  motion  seemed  to 
cover  the  balance  of  the  bill.  There  was  a  dem- 
onstration here,  that  this  House  was  convinced 
that  the  original  proposition  to  make  these  land 
warrants  assignable,  should  be  passed.  But  in 
relation  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  other  proposi- 
tions were  brou^t  in  and  tacked  upon  the  oack 
of  this  proposition,  which  may  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  at  a  proper  tune;  but  the  friends 
of  the  measure  were  unwilling  to  agree  to  the  sep- 
arate provisions  offered,  because  they  were  out  of 
place.  Now,  I  say  to  these  gentlemen,  however 
much  we  may  differ  in  relation  to  these  provisions, 
let  us  pass  the  original  proposition.  1  ask  gen- 
tlemen desirous  of  retaining  the  ori^nal  proposi- 
tion, why  shall  we  procrastinate  this  qiatter  fur- 
ther? Let  us  come  to  a  test  vote  u^on  striking 
out  the  second  section.  That  is  what  we  desire. 
After  we  come  to  that  vote,  then,  if  there  is  a 
majority  of  the  House  who  decide  in  fkvor  of 
striking  out,  gentlemen  who  have  their  difi^erent 
propositions,  can  bring  them  forward  and  submit 
them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 
I  will  vote  to  give  them  a  speeial  committee,  and 
let  the  friends  of  the  various  propositions  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  a  favorable  showing  for 
their  friends. 

It  is  obvious  to  all  that  these  gentlemen  cannot 
and  do  not  agree  among  themselves  in  relation  to 
the  details  of  their  favorite  propositions.  That 
disagreement  of  itself  furnishes  sufficient  reason 
for  the  House  to  reject  now  all  the  extraneous 
measures. 

It  would  be  unsafe  and  unwise  in  the  committee 
to  attempt  to  dispose  of  these  various  propositions 
in  the  absence  m  all  agreement  upon  the  details, 
and  in  the  haste  which  seems  to  be  demanded  by 
the  pressing  wishes  of  our  constituents.  Let  us 
cease  offering  amendments,  brinf  the  committee  to 
a  test  vote,  and  yield  fairly  to  tKe  will  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee.  I  do  not  doubt,  neitho* 
can  gentlemen  who  difi'er  with  me  doubt,  but  it  is 
the  wish  and  intention  of  this  committee  to  strip 
this  bill  of  all  crude  and  irrelevant  propositions. 

I  indulge  the  hope  that  we  may  speedil^r  and 
without  further  deiay^,  pass  the  law  which  is  de- 
manded, and  in  due  time  give  our  attention  to  the 
various  propositions  now  before  the  committee, 
and  dispose  of  each,  all,  in  accordance  with  justice. 

Mr.  HENN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 


So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Duk- 
bam's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  S  ACKETT.  I  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "seven,"  in  the  sixth  line,  and  in- 
sert, "  on  each  land  warrant  of  forty  acres,  fifty 
cents;  for  each  land  warrant  of  eighty  acres, 
$1;  and  for  each  land  warrant  of  one  hundred  ana 
sixty  acres,  1^2.'* 

In  presenting  this  amendment,  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  especial  friends  of  this  provision 
of  the  bill,  to  its  consideration.  I  have  become 
satisfied  m3rself  that  there  is  a  strong  disposition 
in  the  House  against  giving  to  these  registers,  who 
have  really  performed  these  duties,  any  compen- 
sation whatever.  I  think  that  is  unjust.  I  think 
it  woukl  require  five  or  six  registers  or  receivers, 
and  for  them  to  do  all  this  business  without  any 
additional  compensation  whatever,  would  be  un- 
equal and  unjust.  This  proposition  is  a  graduated 
proposition,  t)ased  upon  the  same  principle  pre- 
cisely as  the  percentage  principle,  only  it  is  naif 
the  amount  proposed  oy  the  original  bill  itself. 
That  is  one  per  cent,  to  each  of  the  officers.  The 
eflfect  of  this  is  to  give  half  per  cent,  to  each  of 
them,  and  it  is  ba^d  upon  the  proposition  of  ma- 
king every  grade  of  warrant  equal — a  warrant  for 
forty  acres  paying  the  same  per  cent,  as  a  warrant 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  thus  steering 
clear  of  all  the  difficulties  that  have  been  suggested 
in  regard  to  that  point  in  the  case.  If  there  is 
anything  to  be  preserved  to  these  men,  who  really 
performed  these  duties,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
friends  of  this  provision  of  the  bill,  whether  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  adopt  this  proposition  of  half 
per  cent.,  or  a  proposition  that  is  equivalent  to 
half  per  cent.,  and  preserve  an  equality  between  all 
warrants,  giving  to  each  register  and  receiver  fifty 
cents  for  every  forty  acre  warrant;  |1  for  every 
eighty  acre  warrant,  and  $2  for  every  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acre  warrant. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  and  all  other  amendments  to  the  bill. 
The  proposition  of  my  friend  from  Tennessee 

IMr.  Jones]  meets  with  my  hearty  concurrence, 
trust  that  we  shall  speedily  come  to  a  vote  upon 
striking  out  all  of  this  bill  but  the  first  section, 
which  makes  land  warrants  assignable,  and,  of 
course,  available  to  those  who  have  received  them 
from  the  (Government  in  acknowledgment  of  servi- 
ces rendered.  I  have  listened  with  some  attention 
to  this  debate,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  be  in- 
formed about  the  details  of  the  bill,  but  confess 
that  the  only  part  which  I  fully  coniprehend  is  that 
, which  provides  for  the  compensation  of  land  offi- 
cers, as  well  the  incumbents  as  their  predecessors. 
We  hear  that  the  emoluments  and  salaries  are  poor 
and  insufficient — that  the  compensation  is  utterly  in- 
adequate for  theaprvices  rendered .  Sir,  I  am  a  plain 
man  and  come  f^m  a  plain  people,  amongst  whom 
common  sense  is  a  marked  characteristic.  When 
by  the  turns  of  the  wheel  of  fortune  an  office  ^ete 
fixed  upon  a  man,  and  the  income  is  not  sufficient 
for  his  support,  the  old  veople  advise  him  to  resign. 
We  are  apprised  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  it  is  lawful  to  hold  a  man  violently  in 
office.  I  also  remark,  that  when,  in  the  mutations 
by  which  power  is  tjfansferred  from  the  hands  of 
one  party  to  another,  and  the  incumbents  of  office 
are  removed,  we  hear  great  murmuring  amongst 
those  who  have  been  turned  out  from  thoseunprofit- 
able  stations.  I  now  understand  the  problem. 
These  gentlemen  have  determined  to  serve  the 
country  from  patriotic  motives;  and  when  a  Dem- 
ocratic President  obstructs  their  hiffh  purpose,  by 
removal  of  Whigs,  they  have  A  right  to. complain, 
and  so  when  a  Whig  Executive  ejects  Democrats 
from  stations,  in"  which  they  were  determined 
to  demonstrate  their  devotedness  to  the  country, 
and  the  country  alone,  I  am  not  surprised  that 
they  give  utterance  to  feelings  of  dissatisfaction. 
Above  all,  sir.  I  would  not  go  back  and  vote  com- 
pensation to  those  who  have  been  kept  from  pecu- 
niory  sacrifice  by  a  removal  from  oflice.  No,  sir, 
those  who,  having  determined  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  wave  of  patriotism  and  be  wafted  to  honor 
and  immortal  fame,  should  be  permitted  to  win  the 

fjrize.  I  would  not  stain  the  lustre  of  their  renown 
»y  mingling  the  sordid  consideration  of  filthy  lucre, 
in  the  shape  of  back  rations,  with  their  claims  to 
our  gratitude.  It  is  the  warm  current  of  patriotic 
feeling  which  determines  them  to  give  up  all  in  the 
self-denying  duty  of  holding  office,  for,  strange  to 
telly  all  the  offices  are  filled.    There  is  no  lack  of 
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patriotic  men  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  country. 
But,  sir,  let  us  come  up  to  the  duty  of  making 
land  warrants  issued,  and  in  progress  of  being 
issued,  under  an  existing  law,  assignable.  Let  us 
not  keep  the  promise  to  the  ear  and  break  it  to  the 
hope  of  the  soldier,  or  his  widow,  whose  long-de- 
ferred claims  are  now  acknowledged .  Let  us  re- 
move the  artificial  difficulties -placed  in  the  way  of 
a  transfer  by  our  own  legislation,  and  which  have 
made  many  a  prey  to  sharks  and  speculators.  He 
totters  on  the  verge  of  the  grave;  life's  sand  is 
nearly  run  out;  let  us  throw  aoeam  of  light  upon 
his  dark  path;  let  us  cheer  him  with  an  assurance 
of  the  regard,  and  the  receipt  of  the  bounty  of  a 
grateful  country,  as  free  from  conditions  as  his  ser- 
vices were  generous  and  valuable. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sack- 
ett's  amendment  so  as  to  reduce  the  compensa- 
tion proposed  to  be  allowed  to  the  registers  and 
receivers  to  one  half. 

Mr.  A.  then  said:  For  one,  I  would  be  very 
willing  that  the  committee  should  come  to  a  vote 
ai  once  upon  the  proposition  to  make  land  war- 
rants assignable.  That  I  conceive  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  these  bills,  and  that  is  what  those  who  are 
interested  in  these  warrants  require.  1  suppose 
that  every  gentlenum  upon  this  floor  represents 
some  who  are  directly  interested  in  these  warrants 
and  are  anxious  to  have  them  made  assignable. 
We  learn  this  from  the  fact  that  among  the  very 
first  propositions  submitted  to  this  House  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  was  a  proposition 
to  make  land  warrants  assignable.  But  tnere  are 
other  questions  which  have  been  introduced  and 
connected  with  this  subject.  I  have  not  time  to 
discuss   them   now,  but  my  worthy  colleague. 


II 


[Mr.  J.  W.  Howe,!  who  addressed  the  House  a 
ihort  time  ago,  made  use  of  words  which  sug- 
gested an  idea  to  my  mind.     He  said  that  the  old 


itates  had  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  lands  in 
the  new  States  and  Territories  in  the  western 
part  of  the  country.  Why,  sir,  it  amazed  me  to 
near  that  the  experience  of  that  gentleman,  who 
has  held  a  seat  upon  this  fioor  lor  some  years, 
had  taught  him  that  the  old  States  had  no  interest 
in  the  public  lands,  and  that  those  lands  ought  to 
be  given  to  those  to  whom  they  belonged — to  the 
new  Slates.  As  a  Ponnsylvanian,  1  could  not 
agree  to  that,  nor  did  I  beheve  that  my  colleague 
intended  it.  I  know  that  the  l^siation  of  the  last 
few  years  would  teach  us  that  the  old  States  have 
no  interest  in  the  public  lands,  but  I  hope  that 
time  is  passed  away;  I  hope  we  shall  hear  new 
doctrines  and  learn  that  tne  old  States  have  a 
common  interest  in  these  lands,  and  that  they  are- 
a  commdn  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States. 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOWE.  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  old  States  had  no  interest  in  the  lands.  I 
meant  to  say  that  they  had  an  .#iterest  in  them, 
but  could  not  put  their  hands  upon  it. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  Ah  !  That  mav  be.  But  I 
hope  the  day  has  come  when  a  new  aoctrine  is  to 
be  taught.  I  hope  that  the  old  States  will  stand 
up  for  their  interest  in  these  lands.  Whilst  we  take 
a  pride  in  the  progress  of  improvement  in  that 
glorious  part  or  our  country — ^the  Great  West, 
we  must  not  forget  that  the  old  States  are  borne 
down  to  the  earth  with  tax%s  for  improvements 
that  were  made  to  fill  up  that  e;reat  West.  I  hope 
we  will  show  that  we  are  not  derelict  to  our  duty, 
but  that  while  we  are  anxious  to  do  everything 
calculated  to  benefit  the  West,  we  are  also  willing 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  old  States,  whose 
sons  have  peopled  the  Western  States.  I  hope  the 
day  has  arrived  when  we,  as  members  representr 
ing  the  people  of  this  country,  will  legislate  for  the 
whole  country.  My  coUeae^e,  1  am  sure,  made 
the  remark  more  in  playfulness  than  in  earnest, 
that  we  had  no  interest  in  the  public  lands,  and  that 
we  were  to  eive  them  away  to  those  to  whom  they 
belonged.  Why,  if  that  was  true—if  my  col- 
league was  right,  I  would  say,  as  he  has  said,  that 
I  would  vote  to  give  away  the  public  lands  to 
every  man  who  has  not  a  farm,  and  who  does  not 
enjoy  a  homestead,  rather  than  that  they  should 
be  given  away  to  make  improvements  in  those 
States  that  have  already  so  largely  benefited  by 
improvements. 

iHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  prolong  this  debate.  I  am  opposed  to  this 
amendment,  and  ask  for  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  HENN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  STUART  demanded  tellers;  which  were 


ordered;  and  Messrs.  Clark  and  Hunter  ap- 
pointed. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmaUve — ayes  86,  noes  28. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Qnion  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  special  order  of  the  House,  being  Senate 
bill  146,  entitled  **An  act  to  make  land  warrants 
assignable,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  that  it  i 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  AVERETT,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

Tbe  following  petitionti,  memorials,  btc.f  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  tbe  appropnate  committees : 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  Tbe  petition  of  Hon.  James  Bell  and 
72  oUier  citizens  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
prayinfr  for  the  establishment  of  a  direct  mail  route  from 
Greensburg  to  West  Newton,  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS  :  The  memorial  of  D.  8.  Morgan 
and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  llhnois,  praying  Congress 
not  to  renew  <J,  H.  McCormick^s  patent  for  a  reaping  ma- 
chine. 

Aluo,  the  petition  of  L.  S.  Kellogg  and  others,  citizens  of 
Wisconsin,  praying  Congress  not  to  renew  C.  U.  McCor- 
mick's  patent  for  a  reaping  machine. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania:  Tbe  petition  of 
David  Watts  and  53  others,  citizens  of  Perry  and  Union 
counties,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  establish  a 
mail  route  from  Millerstnwn.  in  Perry  county,  via  Mount 
Pleasant  Mills,  Middleburg,  Centreville,  and  New  Berlin, 
to  MifHinburg,  in  Union  county. 

By  Mr.  B.\lLEY,of  Georgia:  The  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Wilkinson  county,  Georgia,  relative  to  tbe  appointment  of 
Chaplains  for  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Cbadboume 
and  oUiers,  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  tbe  executive 
committee  of  tbe  London  Industrial  Exhibition,  to  relieve 
them  from  expenses  incurred  In  the  transportation  and  dis- 
play of  articles  from  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER :  The  petitions  of  Alexander  Baxter 
and  others  and  Ira  Baxter  and  others,  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, asking  an  appropriation  for  tbe  preservation  of 
tbe  breakwater  in  Hyannis  harbor,  Massachusetts. 

By  Mr.  THURSTON:  The  memorial  of  John  Lawrie 
and  Donald  Stuart,  for  relief  in  building  a  bridge  across 
Tiber  creek,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

By  Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  :  The  memorial  of  sundry  citi- 
zens oi  Arkansas,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico,  praying  fbr  a 
mail  route  from  Red  river  to  tbe  Rio  Grande. 

By  Mr.  ASHE:  The  memorial  of  R.  F.  Williams,  dep- 
uty marshal,  praying  additional  compensation  for  takhog  tbe 
census. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Montgomery  county,  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
to  m(Mlify  and  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers, 
periodicals,  and  other  printed  matter. 

By  Mr.  HENN :  The  petition  of  James  Shepherd  and 
115  oUiers,  praying  an  appropriation  of  land  for  a  railroad 
from  Lafayette,  Indiana,  via  Peoria,  Bnrtington,  Sceosao- 
qua,  and  Bloomfield,  to  the  Missouri  river. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  February  6,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  Fi  Morgan. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  itwaa 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the  Senate 
of  the  39d  December  last^  aasisning  Friday  of  each  week 
to  the  consideration  of  pnvate  biUs,be  pos^ned  until  one 
o'clock  this  day. 

'  Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Insurance  Offices  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, for  the  erection  of  fog  bells  upon  Chingo- 
teague  Island,  Smith's  Island,  Cape  Henry,  Cur- 
rituck or  False  Case,  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Fear, 
and  also  on  board  the  light-boats  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  ofL.  H. 
Shepard,  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census  in  Elrie  county,  Ohio,  prayiofi;  adduional 
compensation;  which  was  referred  to  ue  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Del- 
aware, praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  piers  and  harbors  in  the  Delaware  river  and 
bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.' 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
York  county,  Maine,  praying  additional  compen-  ! 
sation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Benjamin  Sampson  and  others,  assistant  marshals 
for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Franklin  county, 
Maine,  praving  additional  compensation ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  the  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
New  York  county.  New  York,  praying  additional 
compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr,  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition 
of  Robert  A .  Defrance,  praymg  a  title  to  a  lot  upon 
which  he  resides  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Le^slature  of  Iowa, 
praying  a  donation  of  land  to  md  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Burlington  and  Fort  Des  Moines  Rail- 
road; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  William 
A.  Burt,  praying  a  just  allowance  in  consideration 
of  .the  benefit  the  Government  has  derived  from 
the  use  of  a  compass  invented  by  him;  which  wis 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLEMEINS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  in  aid  of  the  school  runa  of  such  townships 
as  have  valueless  sixteenth  sections;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pubhc  Lands  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Jefierson 
county,  Indiana,  praying  that  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  on  Sunday  may  be  prohibitea  by  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  memorial  of  at- 
sistfmt  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Florida,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Duval  county, 
Florida,  praying  an  alteration  of  the  rates  of  post- 
age on  newspapers,  pamphlets,  books,  and  other 
printed  matter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  thepetition  of  Thomas  • 
C.  Hawkins,  deputy  marshal  tor  taking  the  Sev* 
enth  Census  in  the  county  of  Green,  I^nnsylra- 
nin,  praying  to  be  allowed  additional  compensa- 
tion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  for  the  construction  of  piers  and  harbors 
in  the  Delaware  river  and  bay;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  meniorial  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  further  legislation  for  the  pro- 
tection of  lives  and  property  on  board  of  ve««li 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  present  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, praying  for  tne  establishment  of  an  Agn- 
cuUural  J^eau.  I  have  received,  along  with  the 
memorial,  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Soci- 
ety, the  Hon.  Frederick  Watts,  in  which  he  re- 
quests me  to  state  to  the  Senate  the  great  desire 
tnat  is  everywhere  manifested  throughout  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  a  bureau  of  the  kind  prayed 
for  should  be  established. 

I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

The  memorial  was  so  referred. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPERBBD. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FISH,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tbe  documents  on  the  fllee  oTltio  Seteae, 

relatinf  to  tbe  claim  of  Jobn  Hogan,  be  referred  lo  tlraCov- 

mittee  on  Foreign  Reiationi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUTLER,  it  was 
Onl«rc<i,Tbat  the  proceedincs  of  the  Chaaib«r  of  ^f?! 
mcrce  of  Charleston,  South  Curolina,  on  the  flje*  o*  ."J 
Senate,  in  relation  to  the  esublithment  of  a  Branch  Mutt  w 
that  city,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  amotion  made  by  Mr. 
Fklch,  on  the  5th  instant,  to  print  an  addilM)Dai 
number  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  tne 
General  Land  Office  accompanying  the  annual  m«- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
thereon;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  *^  '^ 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  mW  r^^ 
printed,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number,  for  tne  use  «  •»" 
General  Land  Office. 
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appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 

act  of  March  3,  1851,  reported  thereon;  and,  in 

concurtenoe  therewith,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  three  thousaixl  copies  of  tlie  said  report 
be  printed,  one  tbouKan^Bopiea  of  which  to  be  for  the  use 
ofUte  Lifht-Uovee  Board* 

On  iqotion  by  Mr.  PIELCH,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  Coainiittee  on  PaWlc  Landf  be  di»- 
«hajrKe4  from  the  fbrther  conridfratf  on  of  docoments  in  sup- 
port of  the  ciaim  ol'the  State  of  AJabonia,  for  the  uaymenl 
of  interest  due  oo  accouat  of  the  five  per  cent.  (utid,and 
Uiat  ic  be  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Comnittee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  dis- 
cbarfod  fVom  the  ftoitlier  consideration  of  resolutioiis  passed 
by  ttie  LegiHature  of  Michigan,  presented  the  I5ch  Janua- 
ry ;  aad  from  the  Anther  consideration  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  ef  the  15th  January,  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Indian  A&irs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  lor  the  pavraent  to  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewra 
nations  of  Indiaus  of  tiie  overplus  money  which  shall  be 
tfbvnd  due,  in  pursuance  of  a  treaty  concluded  at  Wasbing- 
Con  tlie  2bth  of  March,  1636. 

EXPLOSION  OF  STEAM  BOILERS. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  1  am  authorized  by  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  to  which  was  referred  the 
roeraoriai  of  Alfred  Quthrie,  a  practical  engineer, 
submitting  th«  results  of  his  experiments  in  rela- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  ex{>lo8ion  of  steam  boilers, 
to  report  in  favor  of  printing  the  document;  and 
£▼6  thousand  five  hundred  additional  copie»---five 
hundred  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  Mr. 
Guthrie,  I  will  remind  the  Senate  of  the  remarks 
made  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Shields,]  upon  introducing  these  papers  and 
documents.  1  suppose  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
add  anything  to-wnat  he  said. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  say  a  word,  and  1  wish 
to  call  to  the  mind  of  the  Senate,  if  they  can  re- 
member it,  the  speeches  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Atchison,]  ana  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mangum,]  and  another  Sen- 
ator, upon  printing  extra  copies  of  such  documents. 
I  listened  to  those  suggestions  of  economy  and 
prudBnce,  at  the  time;  And  I  submitted,  as  1  had 
ta  do,  with  a  good  e^race.  But  it  seems  that  those' 
aamonitions  have  all  been  forgotten,  and  here  we 
are  to  print  five  thousand  extm  copies,  and  five 
hundrea  more  for  the  author  of  some  essay,  not 
by  an  ofliccr  of  the  Government — not  of  anything 
connected  with  our  legislation,  but  an  essay  upon 
explosions.    That  is  what  I  understand  it  to  be. 

Mr.  BADGER.    That  will  be  very  useful  to 
the  Senate;  for  explosions  hapnen  here  very  oflen. 
Mr.  HALE.    I  object  to  tnis;  and  call  upon 
Senators  who  so  prudently  and  wisely  interfered 
and  refused  to  print  a  public  document  of  immense 
interest,  and  of  great  consequence,  relating  to  a 
practical  matter  before  the  Senate,  to  apply  the 
same  rule  to  this  enormous  proposition  to  print 
five  thousand  five  hundred  extra  copies  of  the  essay 
of  this  gentleman  upon  explosions.    Sir,  we  have 
explosions  enough,  without  disseminating  essays 
upon  them;  and  I  do  hope  the  Senate  will  inter- 
pose and  not  sanction  tnis  expenditure.    But  I 
suppose  it  is  too  late.    The  fasnion  is  set.    We 
printed,  I  do  not  know  how  many  numbers  of 
Professor  Espy 's  speculations  on  storms;  and  this, 
I  suppose,  is  something  similar  to  it  in  regard  to 
thunder.    As  it  appears  to  be  the  fashion  of  the 
Senate  to  print  extra  copies  of  these  documents,  I 
have  no  hope  of  arresting  this  proposition.    I  shall 
simply  record  ray  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  is,  1  think,  altogether  mistaken  about 
the  cnaracter  of  this  work.  He  speaks  of  our 
printing  documents  about  storms  and  thunder. 
This  is  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is,  essentially  and 
eminently,  a  practical  work,  by  a  practical  man — 
a  man  of  whom  it  is  said  expressly,  that  he  has 
devoted  a  lifetime  of  intelligent  ana  well-directed 
labor  to  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that 
can  be  brought  before  the  people  of  this  country — 
especially  important  to  all  those  connected  with,  or 
in  any  way  dependent  for  safety  or  for  conve- 
nience upon,  thenav^tion  of  our  rivers  and  lakes 
by  steam.  It  iro bodies  the  most  valuable  inform- 
ation on  this  subject — information  which  has  been 
■nbmitted  to  the  most  experienced  and  scientific 
men  of  the  country,  and  who  have  pronounced 
it  extremely  valuable.  I  am  confident  of  this.  I 
have  examined  these  papers,  and  the  documents 
that  have  been  presented,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
it  is  a  very  valuable  treatise  upon  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  that  no  opposition  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  printing  of  it. 


The  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

WORKMEN  ON  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildinss,  to  which  was  referred  the  manorial  of 
the  workmen  employed  on  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
continuance  of  the  work  on  the  two  wings  of  the 
Capitol;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTERi  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  have  it  read  a  second  time  now, 
and  considered  by  the  Senate. 

The  PRESl  D£NT.  It  requires  unanimous  con- 
sent.   Is  there  any  objection  ? 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  regret  to  make  any  oppo- 
sition to  this 

The  PRESIDENT.    Does  the  Senator  object. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  wish  to  state  the  reason 
why  I  object.  I  stated  yesterday,  when  this  mat- 
ter was  brought  before  the  Senate,  that  the  subject 
involved  was  undergoing  an  investigation  by  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  1 
was  under  the  impression  that  a  special  committee 
had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  correctness  of  the  report,  that  the  founda- 
tions laid  were  not  secure.  It  was  supposed  by 
some  that  these  investigations  had  been  aoandoned, 
and  that  the  gentleman  moving  for  the  committee 
had  become  satisfied,  and  had  withdrawn  his 
proposition.  I  learn,  however,  that  such  is  not 
the  fact,  and  thAt  he  is  still  of  opinion  that  the 
foundations  of  the  wings  are  insecure  and  unsafe; 
and  he  is  now  pressing  the  other  House  for  per- 
mission to  send  for  persons  and  papers  in  order  to 
inquire  into  the  matter.  For  that  reason  I  woufd 
be  unwilling  to  see  any  measure  adopted  to  pro- 
vide for  the  continuance  of  the  work,  until  that 
investigation  should  be  made. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  would  state  to  my  friend 
from  Arkansas  that  I  have  examined  into  this  mat- 
ter, as  I  am  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings;  and  even  if  the  suspicion  which 
his  friend  entertains  in  relation  to  the  foundations 
of  the  win^s  were  true,  the  passci|^e  of  this  reso- 
lution would  not  affect  it  much.  I  have  seen  the 
Architect  this  morning,  and  he  does  not  expect  to 
carry  up^he'  walls  until  afler  the  first  of  March, 
and  then  only  in  fine  Weather.  I  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  ther^  cannot  be  much  doubt  as  to  the 
security  of  the  foundations.  This  resolution,  how- 
ever, limits  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  appropri- 
ation which  it  makes.  The  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  [Mr.  Casb]  left  it  indefinite. 
1  think  that  the  object  of  the  Senator  will  not  be 
delayed  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Under  the  circumstances 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  withdraw 
my  objection.  t! 

The  resolution  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of 
^he  Whole.    It  is  as  follows: 

Rmoltted,  ^e,,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
c<mtinae  in  emjrfoyment,  for  the  construction  of  tb«  winga 
of  tlie  Capitol,  rb  many  of  the  mecbanicfland  latx>rersaacan 
be  properly  engaged  on  the  work ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
AlOjOOO  be,  and  hereby  is.  l^)propriRted,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  that  purpose : 
Provided.  kowveTf  That  the  walls  of  the  building  shall  not 
be  carried  up  in  wmuher  which  is  unsuitable  for  the  work. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

COMPENSATION  OF  CENSUS  MARSHALS. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  rather  late,  but  I  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  allow  me  the  opportu- 
nity now  to  present  some  applications  from  a 
few  more  victims  of  the  **  square  root  '*  of  my 
friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UNDsawoon.]  I  have 
certain  petitions,  which  1  wish  to  present,  of  assist- 
ant marshals  of  North  Carolina,  praying  for  assist- 
ance and  relief  from  the  injurious  consequences  of 
the  "square  root.** 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  heard  of  census- 
takers  beinf  victims  of  this  system  until  I  am  tired 
of  it;  and  f  wish  to  make  a  very  brief  statement 
to  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Of  the  va- 
rious memorials  wnich  have  been  presented  here 
from  these  marshals  and  assistant  marshals,  none 
of  them  pretend  to  state  the  si^e  of  their  own  coim- 
ties;  the  number  of  miles  the^  were  reouired  to 
travel;  nor  the  number  of  fiunilies  they  haa  to  visit: 
but,  in  general  terms,  without  specifying  particu- 
lars, they  ask  for  more  pay.  All  I  have  to  say  on 
the  subject  is,  that  the  compensation  allowea  by 


the  last  Congress  was  three  dolkrs  for  every  thirty 
miles  they  traveled .  If  three  dollars  is  not  enougn 
for  thirty  miles  traveling,  the  compensation  ought 
to  be  increased;  but  if  it  is  enougn,  they  have  no 
right  to  grumble.  Besides,  they  were  allowed 
more  per  nead  for  counting  the  population  than 
was  ever  allowed  under  any  previous  census  bill. 
The  only  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  subject  is 
in  relation  to  the  mileage  which  they  claim ;  and 
it  can  be  demonstrated  by  this  **  souare  r(p)t," 
that,  when  they  give  the  number  of  families  in 
their  territories,  their  mileage  cannot  exceed  a  cer- 
tain amount.  These  gentlemen,  in  their  petitions, 
withhold  the  statement  of  the  amount  of  travel 
they  have  had  to  perform,  and  merely  claim,  in 
general  terms,  more  compensation.  This  i8  the 
truth  of  the  case. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  b^  to  say  that  I  did  not  in- 
tend any  real  reflection  upon  the  "square  root** 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  It  is  a  very  good 
root.  I  have  not  the  leipt  oojection  to  it  in  the 
world.  All  the  objection  the  marehals  in  my  State 
have  to  it  is,  that  it  does  not  give  them  a  reason- 
able and  decent  compensation  for  their  services. 
Some  like  squares,  and  some  like  cubes.  It  is  a 
matter  of  taste  altogether.  I  move  to  refer  the 
memorials  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Senate 
have  not  got  to  the  real  difficulty.  I  apprehend 
that  the  truth  is,  that  the  marah^  have  not  been 
to  school  long  enough  to  know  how  to  extract  the 
square  root;  and  hence  they  do  not  know  exactly 
what  their  compensation  is.  But,  if  you  put  it 
down  in  figures,  they  will  be  satisfied.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  convinces 
me  of  that. 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  hour  of  one  o'clock 
having  arrived,  private  bills  come  up  in  their 
order.     

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the  order 
requiring  private  business  to  ue  taken  up  to-day, 
tliat  we  may  take  up  the  resolution  providing  for 
the  printing  of  the  returns  of  the  Seventh  Census. 
We  have  made  great  progress  in  the  private  busi- 
ness b^ore  the  Innate.  I  suppose  we  nave  passed 
fifty  private  bills,  and  have  scarcely  touched  the 
general  Calendar.  This  resolution,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  ought  to  be  acted  upon.  We  have  to  pro- 
vide for  the  printing  of  the  census;  and  I  hope  we 
will  take  up  the  resolution  this  morning  and  dis- 
pose of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  will  not  be  agreed  to.  This 
day  has  been  set  apart  by  the  order  of  the  Senate 
for  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  adhered  to.  The  Senator  from 
California  will  recollect  that  we  are  certain  to  pass 
public  bills.  There  is  no  doubt  about  them.  But 
if  we  allow  private  bills  to  be  thrown  aside,  week 
afler  week.  Congress  will  adjourn  without  dispos- 
ing of  the  applications  of  private  citizens  for  ms- 
tice  from  the  Government.  I  hope  we  will  adhere 
to  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  but  a  single  remark  to 
make  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 
Never^  in  the  hist(fry  of  the  Government,  have 
so  many  private  bills  been  passed  at  such  an  early 
period  of  the  session.  We  have  not  passed  half 
a  dozen  public  bills,  while  we  have  passed  at  least 
fifty  private  bills.  Our  Calendar  of  private  bills 
is  nearly  dear,  and  we  have  passed  more  private 
bills  this  year  than  ever  before  h^ve  got  back 
from  the  House  of  Representatives.  1  am  as 
much  in  favor  of  acting  on  all  these  private  bills 
as  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  but  I  wish 
also  to  attend  to  the  public  business.  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  one  fact:  Three 
or  four  Senators  have  the  floor  with  unfinished 
speeches  on  various  questions,  which  will  occupy 
the  whole  of  next  week. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  one  of  those  who  have 
unfinished  speeches,  but  I  am  willing  to  give  up 
my  time  to  private  business. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Bell]  has  the  floor  upon  an  important  Ques- 
tion. The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
Clarke]  has  the  floor  on  his  resolutions  in  regard 
to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  fMr.  Cass]  has  the  floor 
on  the  same  subject.  The  Senator  from  Illinoui 
[Mr.  Shields]  has  the  floor  on  the  resolation  in 
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r^ard  to  the  Irish  exiles.  All  of  these  are  im- 
portant questions,  and  will  occupy  the  whole  of 
next  week.  And,  as  we  are  far  in  advance  of  the 
House  in  the  Private  Calendar,  I  appeal  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Corolina,  and  to 
other  members,  to  take  up  this  resolution  and  dis- 
pose of  it  to-day,  for  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  so 
next  week. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  make  a  suggestion 
whifh,  I  think,  (if  the  Senator  from  California 
wilrgive  me  his  attention,)  will  obviate  all  diffi- 
culties. It  strikes  me  that  this  resolution,  al- 
though it  purports  to  be  a  public  matter,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  private  bill  for  the  relief  of  Donelson 
6l  Armstrong,  and  should  be  put  upon  the  Pri- 
yat»  Calendar  as  such. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  do  not  care  how  the  object  is 
accomplished. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  suggestion  cannot  be 
carried  out. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  TWe  is  evidently  no  neces- 
sity for  pressing  the  consideration  of  this  resolution 
to-day.  If  it  could  be  passed  through  both  Houses 
to-day,  there  might  be  some  reason  in  this.  But 
we  all  know  that  these  returns  will  not  be  ready 
for  the  printers  for  a  Ion?  time  to  come. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  Senate  well  know  that  I 
am  very  apt  to  urge  the  takin?  up  of  these  private 
bills;  but  I  do  not  like  to  kUl  a  good  thing  by 
having  too  much  of  it.  We  have  certainly  passed 
a  great  many  private  bills  this  session;  ana  now, 
since  we  have  so  many  special  orders  on  hand; 
since  we  have  so  many  aebates  to  come  up;  one 
after  another,  I  think  we  can,  without  doing  in- 
justice to  private  claimants,  devote  this  day  to  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  mentioned  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  California,  and  get  clear  of  it.  We  have 
some  half  dozen  subjects  coming  up,  one  after  an- 
other. One  is  debated,  and  then  it  goes  over,  till 
we  forget  all  that  has  been  said  on  it;  and  when  it 
is  called  up  again,  all  that  has  been  said  must  be 
gone  over  again.  We  have  gone  pretty  deep  into 
(his  printing  matter.  We  went  into  the  merits  of 
the  subject  yesterday.  But  if  it  is  postponed,  and 
not  acted  on  to-day,  every  thing  that  was  said  yes- 
terday must  be  gone  over  again.  I  therefore 
hope  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  If  we  have  rules,  I  hope  we 
will  observe  them.    I  came  here  to-day  for  the 

Surpose  of  attending  to  some  private  claims.  I 
ave  none  for  my  own  State,  but  there  are  private 
claims,  which  appeal  to  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  the  Senate,  ana  which  ought  to  be  attended  to — 
claims  that  are  founded  far  more  in  justice,  than 
the  one  now  urged  upon  the  pretext  of  being  a 

Sublic  measure,  when  in  fact  it  is  a  private  bill.  I 
o  not  intend,  by  my  vote,  to  give  a  preference  to 
this  resolution  to  appropriate  money  to  these  gen- 
tlemen, before  applicants,  who  ace  standing  at  the 
door  there,  and  whom  I  have  just  left,  appealing 
to  the  justice  of  the  Senate.  I  hope,  if  we  have 
rules,  that  we  will  observe  them. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  a  rule,  but  mere- 
ly an  order,  which  requires  Friday  to  be  set  apart 
(or  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  I  urged  upon  them 
some  time  ago,  when  a  sin^ilar  proposition  was 
under  consideration,  that  these  discussions  are  the 
strongest  argument  we  can  have  for  observing  the 
order  of  business  upon  the  Calendar.  I  believe  it 
wus  the  general  understanding  that  we  should 
pursue  the  order  of  business  upon  the  Calendar, 
and  take  up  subjects  as  they  are  in  their  order.  I 
would  remind  Senators  now,  as  I  did  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  it  has  almost  uniformly  been  the 
case,  when  propositions  of  this  sort  are  moved, 
that  more  time  is  consumed  in  discussing  the 
question,  whether  we  will  disregard  the  rules,  and 
take  up  business  out  of  order,  or  follow  the  Cal- 
endar, than  would  be  consumed  in  passing  the 
measures  themselves.  I  do  hope  that  we  win  fol- 
low the  rule  that  has  been  adopted,  and  take  up 
business  upon  the  Calendar  in  regular  order.  We 
shall  then  do  justice  to  all  parties,  and  advance 
more  rapidly  the  public  business,  than  by  this  ir- 
regular mode  ofproceeding. 

Mr.  ATCHISOi^f.  I  trust  the  order  of  tlieSen- 
ate  will  be  adhered  to.  The  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana is  not  so  unsophisticated  in  this  business  as 
he  has  been  charged  to  be.  I  think  that  that  Sen- 
ator was  not  present  on  the  last  private  bill  day; 
and  we  had  previously,  I  believe,  disposed  of  most 


of  the  private  bills  in  which  he  was  interested.  I 
believe  we  had  disposed  of  all  the  private  bills  in 
which  he  felt  an  interest,  except  one,  and  I  am 
told  that  that  looks  very  squally,  and  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  or  not  it  will  pass.  I  do  not 
make  any  charge  against  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana. I  know  mat  he  is  generous.  I  know  that 
he,  of  all  men,  is  least  implored  by  supplicants; 
but  still,  without  knowing  it,  these  tnings  do 
operate,  even  upon  the  oldest,  the  most  grave 
and  tlie  most  honest  Senators.  I  have  felt  these 
little  anxieties  myself,  about  having  private  or 
public  bills,  in  which  I  have  felt  an  interest, 
taken  up  and  disposed  of,  without  paying  regard 
to  the  convenience  or  the  wishes  of  my  fellow 
members  of  the  Senate.  I  am  willing  to  make  all 
my  own  business  special  orders,  and  give  them  pre- 
cedence over  all  other  bills:  and  when  the  business 
which  I  have  specially  under  my  care  is  disposed 
of,  I  feel  the  utmost  indifference  as  to  what  shall 
be  done  in  regard  to  other  bills. 

Now,  we  made  an  order  at  the  commencement 
of  this  session,  at  the  instance  of  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Pratt,]  and  my  friend  from 
Louisiana,  setting  apart  this  day  for  the  consider-  • 
ation  of  private  claims.  They  were  the  principal 
advocates  of  that  order.  And  now,  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  is  the  first  man  who  is  willing  to 
dispense  with  it,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  well  re- 
marked by  the  Senator  rrom  South  Carolina,  of 
taking  up  a  mixed  matter,  that  is  partly  private 
and  partly  public.  The  printing  of  the  census  re- 
turns is  a  public  consideration;  but  who  shall  do 
it — the  gentlemen  named  in  the  resolution,  or 
others — is  certainly  a  private  matter  to  them.  I 
(hink  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity of  hurry  in  regard  to  that  resolution.  The 
printing  of  the  census  returns  may  as  well  be  or- 
dered next  week,  or  six  weeks  from  this  time,  as 
now. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  Senate  may  rest  assured 
that  I  c^uld  not  have  been  actuated  by  the  motives 
which  the  Senator  seems  to  suppose;  because  it 
happens  that  on  last  Friday  I  was  absent,  when  I 
ouglit  to  have  been  here;  and  on  that  day  the  only 
bill  in  which  I  felt  any  particular  interest  was 
postponed  on  account  of  my  absence.  So  that  if 
1  had  any  interested  feeling  about  this  matter,  it 
would  lead  me  to  favor  the  raking  up  of  private  bills 
to-day,  in  order  to  remedy  my  negligence  on  last 
Friday.  I  think  the  inducement  vmich  I  stated  at 
first  was  sufficient.  I  think  we  ought  to  take  up 
this  measure  and  dispose  of  it.  There  is  no  ur- 
gency in  regard  to  these  private  bills.  No  gentle- 
man has  named  any  particular  bill  which  requires 
action  at  this  moment.  We  have  already  passed 
as  many  private  bills  as  will  occupy  the  t  i  ouse  of 
Representatives  for  some  months  to  come.  I  want 
this  resolution  to  be  disposed  of.  Let  us  vote  on 
it  at  once.  Let  us  not  be  fightinf  it  ofif  in  this 
way.  We  have  had  talking  enough  about  it;  and 
I  want  gentlemen  to  come  up  to  the  mark  and  vote 
on  it,  and  tell  us  what  they  are  going  to  do  in  re- 
lation to  it.  If  they  intend  to  vote  a^inst  it,iet 
them  do  so.  They  have  a  perfect  ri^t  to  do  so. 
But  let  the  resolution  be  disposed  of  at  once;  and 
then  let  us  go  on  with  other  business.  Every  one 
understands  the  resolution.  Every  one  knows 
what  it  is.  It  has  been  discussed  sufficiently.  Let 
us  dispose  of  it  at  once  and  go  on  with  other  busi- 
ness. I  hope  that  it  will  be  taken  up  and  acted 
upon  to-day. 

Mr.  SOtJLE  calleJ  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered;  and  behig  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  16,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

YEAS— MewTs.  Bradbury,  Brodhead,  Clemens,  Oodse 
of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felcb, 
Owin,  Houston,  Jones  of  Iowa,  King,  Mallory,  Rusk,  Se- 
bastian, and  Shields — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Borland,  Butler, 
Clarke,  Davis,  Dawson,  Fish,  Foot,  Geyer,  Hale^  Hanilia, 
Hunter,  James,  Jones  of  Tennessee.  Mason,  Miller,  Mor- 
ton, Pearce,  Pratt,  Seward,  Smith,  Soul6,SpniaQce, Sum- 
ner, Underwood,  Upham,  and  Wade — ^38. 

IRA  DAY. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  rehef  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont.  This 
bill  was  under  consideration  by  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last  when 
the  Senate  adjourned,  after  agreeing  to  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  words  **  together  with  the  interest 
thereon." 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  from  Delaware 
takes  considerable  interest  in  this  bill,  and  I  should 
like  to  observe  that  he  is  obtaining  some  inform- 


ation in  relation  to  it.  I  therefore  desire^  as  that 
Senator  is  not  in  his  seat,  that  the  bill  may  be 
passed  over  for  the  present.  I  hav^  been  told  that 
ne  haa  ascertained  that  there  was  an  adverse  opin. 
ion  of  the  Attorney  Genei;^  in  a  esse  precis^y 
similar,  and  that  there  hav^ieen  two  adterse  re- 
ports in  this  very  case.  1  do  not  know  that  this 
IS  so.  I  have  been  told  so;  and  if  that  is  so,  I 
think  we  ought  to  pass  the  bill  over  until  the  Sen- 
atoir  from  Delaware  may  be  in  his  phice. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
when  a  motion  is  made  to  take  from  the  filet  of 
the  Senate  any  memorials  or  papers,  an  adverse 
report  having  been  made,  the  Chair  puts  the  ques- 
tion; and  according  to  a  rule  of  proceeding  her», 
these  papers  cannot  be  again  presented  unless  they 
are  accompanied  by  new  matter,  and  some  cause 
be  shown  oy  the  party  presenting  them  why  they 
should  not  have  been  so  reported  upon. 

A  Senator.  There  has  been  no  advene  report 
m  tbiB  C&S6 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
matter  personally.  All  I  know  is  what  I  bare 
learned  from  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 

Mr.  UPH  AM.  There  has  never  been  any  ad- 
vene report  in  this  case. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  do  not  know  of  any  adrerse 
report.  There  have  been ,  if  I  recollect  aright,  two, 
or  three  favorable  reports  in  this  case. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  There  was  one  occasion  oo 
which  the  committee  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  this  matter;  but  there 
ntvar  was  an  adverse  report. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  passed  orer 
informally. 

DAVID  C.  CASH  AND  GILES  U.  ELLIS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  David  C.  Cash  and  GUes  U.  EIIU.  This 
was  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
an  accompanying  report,  synopses  of  which  hare 
already  appeared  in  the  Globe.  It  was  adversely 
reported  upon  by  the  Senate  Conmiittee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs.  • 

The  PRESIDENT.  WiU  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  report  ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  question,  I  suppose,  doei 
not  come  up  upon  the  report,  because  the  bill  if 
before  us. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bUI  is  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suppose  the  Senate  vill  sig- 
nify their  concurrence  in  the  report  by  rcjeciitig 
the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  preci«ly  the 
question.  If  they  reject  the  bill  they  will  concur 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  B A  DGER.  I  would  like  to  hear  the  report 
read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  written  report 
from  the  Senate  committee.  There  is  a  report  from 
the  House  committee.  The  Senate  committee 
have  merely  reported  by  an  indorsement  upon  the 
bill.    Let  the  bill  be  read. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  already 
stated  tliat  there  is  a  report  made  by  the  House 
Committee  on  Military  Afiaira,  and  it  will  be  read 
if  any  Senator  desires  it. 

Mr.  RUSK    Let  the  report  be  read. 

The  report  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Committee  on  Mihlary 
Affairs  reported  adversely  on  this  case,  but  hate 
made  no  written  report.  One  reason  for  not  pre- 
senting a  written  report  was,  that  in  a  case  of  inn 
kind,  It  is  almost  impossible  to  do  so;  and  another 
reason  was,  that  the  report  of  the  committeeof 
the  House  of  Representatives,  which  has  just  bean 
read,  is  of  such  a  character,  that  had  we  nja^f* 
written  report,  we  must  have  contradicted  thai 

This  is  an  old  case,  which  has  been  before  the 
Senate  orten.  Cash  acted  as  a  deputy  q«*IJ^" 
master,  and  Ellis  as  a  deputy  commissary.  in«7 
obtained  supplies  and  material  from  V**T*rm 
ment  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  they  signed  tnem- 
selves  in  this  capacity,  one  as  deputy  quarter 
master,  and  the  other  as  deputy  commissary, «" 
they  distributed,  God  knows  how  much,  «>r^V 
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seems  t^y  were  unable  to  furnish  any  such 
Touchers.  The  Department,  therefore,  instituted 
a  suit  against  them,  and  then  they  come  and  make 
affidavit  that  they  were  not  actmg  really  in  that 
rapacity,  officially,  but  were  acting  in  their  indi- 
▼idual  capacity,  and  were  not,  therefore, responsi- 
ble as  officers  of  the  GoTemment,  but  only  to  the 
officer  whose  agents  they  were,  and  whose  name 
is  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. They  claim  that  they  accounted  with 
turn,  and  lefl  him  to  account  with  the  Department. 
Now,  the  papers  on  file  show  that  their  receipts 
were  given  to  the  Department,  as  quartermaster 
and  commiBsary.  Tney  received  the  property 
of  the  Government  in  that  capacity  >iind  could  not 
have  received  it  in  any  other.  They  took  that 
property,  and  distributed  it  in  that  capacity;  and 
they  turn  round  afterwards,  when  called  upon 
to  account  to  the  Gtovernment,  and  deny  the  offi- 
cial character  which  they  had  assumed  to  obtain 
the  property,  and  make  affidavit,  that  while  they 
stated  that  to  the  Government,  they  were  merelj 
acting  as  agents  of  some  other  man.  How  this 
bill  passed  the  other  House,  I  cannot  tell.  Now, 
there  are  two  views  which  present  themselves.  In 
the  first  place,  there  is  a  suit  in  course  of  prosecTl- 
tion  against  them.  Let  them  show,  when  they 
defend  that  suit,  that  they  were  really  acting  in 
the  capacity  in  which  .they  pretend  they  were  act- 
ing here.  I  have  consulted  the  Department,  and 
- 1  am  informed  that  the  Department  will  go  on  to 
prosecute  the  suit.  If  the  statements  they  make 
are  true,  they  can  exonerate  themselves;  and  if 
the  statements  are  false,  of  course  they  will  be 
held  responsible  to  the  Government  for  the  amount 
of  money  out  of  which  Uiey  actually  cheated  it. 
1  move  that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.     I  move  to  reject  the 
bill. 

Mr.  PRESIDENT.    The  question  must  be  on 
concurring  in  the  report. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.    A  motion  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely Mrill  answer  the  same  purpose. 
The  PRESIDENT.    Certainly. 
Mr.  RUSK.    I  think  the  Senator  is  laboring 
under  a  mistake,  as  I  understood  the  subject  from 
hearing  the  report  read.    Judging  from  the  report, 
th^  seems  a  very  clear  case  of  merit.    As  I  un- 
derstand, this  man  Grum  was  acting  as  quarter- 
master and  commissary.     The  applicants  here 
were,  the  one  as  lieutenant,  and  the  other  a  private 
soldier,  and  both  employed  to  act  as  the  depu- 
ties of  Crum,  the  one  as  quartermaster  and  the 
other  as  commissary.     This  frequently  occurs, 
and  it  seems  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
suntained  in  this  matter  by  the  affidavit  of  Crum 
himself,  that  he  employed  these  men  to  act  as 
deputies,  and  required  them  to  report  all  their 
proceedings  to  him,  as  the  responsiole  officer  of 
the  Government.    That  is  what  I  understand  from 
the  report;  and  it  seems  that  when  these  individ- 
uals applied  to  be  paid  for  their  services,  not  as 
quartermasters  or  deputies,  but  as  soldiers,  the 
Government  refused  to  pay,  because  this  was  an 
unsettled  account.    The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  seems  to  think  that,  because  they  signed 
themselves  deputy  quartermasters,  it  is  conclusive 
evidence  asainst  them. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  These  two  men  were  at  dif- 
ferent posts,  acting  in  the  capacity  which  I  have 
stated.  They  drew  from  Colonel  Hunt  all  these 
•upplies.  The  man  whom  they  now  pretend  they 
acted  for,  whose  name  is  Crum,  became  a  defaulter, 
has  never  accounted  to  the  Government,  and  never 
can.  After  he  became  a  defaulter,  and  they  were 
called  upon  to  account  to  the  Government,  they 
turn  round  and  insist  that  they  acted  as  the  aj^ents 
of  Crum;  and  he  himself  admits  it,  because  he  is 
a  defaulter  and  owes  so  much  that  he  can  never 
pay  the  Government.  I  will  ask  honorable  Sen- 
ators to  look  at  the  papers  and  at  their  own  re- 
ceipts as  reported  from  the  Department.  If  the 
statements  they  make  be  true,  they  have  a  good 
legal  defence.  I  will  ask  any  of  my  honorable 
legal  friends  here  if  the  facts  reported  are  not  a 
|ood  legal  defence  in  any  court  in  the  United 
Slates? 
Mr.  BADGER.  Certainly  they  are. 
Mr.  SHIELDS.  Then  if  they  can*  maintain 
that  defence,  why  should  they  come  here,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  decision,  for  relief.^  1  look  upon  that 
flin|le  point  alone  as  being  enough  to  condemn 
their  claim. 
Mr.  BADGER.    That  is  the  point  in  the  case, 


Mr.  RUSK.  I  was  engaged  a  moment  ago 
when  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Shiklds]  was 
making  his  statement,  and  did  not  bear  what  the 
point  was. 

Mr.  BADGER.  With  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  and  if  the  Senator  from  Texas 
will  allow  me,  I  will  explain  that  point  to  him. 
There  is  an  action  at  law,  brought  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  now  pending  against 
these  men.  The  matters  which  they  set  up  in 
their  petition,  as  reported  by  the  House  commit- 
tee, furnish,  if  true,  a  complete  legal  defence — 
not  merely  an  eouitable  defence,  but  a  complete 
legal  defence  to  tne  action.  Then,  the  inquiry  is, 
why  should  we  relieve  them  upon  an  ex  parte  ex- 
amination, when  the  question  is  now  pending  be- 
tween them  and  the  Government  before  a  legal 
forum,  where  these  questions  can  be  better  heard 
and  more  fully  and  satisfactorily  decided  than  they 
can  be  here?  If  the  facts,  as  they  represent  them, 
are  true,  they  will  obtain  a  verdict;  and  if  they  are 
not  true,  or  not  established,  of  course  the  verdict 
will  be  against  them. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  appears  entirely  to  misunderstand  the 
bill. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Let  the  question  be  tried  upon 
the  pending  action;  and  it  will  then  be  ouite  time 
to  give  them  relief  when  a  verdict  has  been  ren- 
dered against  them. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  must  repeat,  that  Senators  ap- 
pear entirely  to  misunderstand  the  object  of  this 
bill.  The  bill  is  not  designed  to  relieve  these  men 
from  any  responsibility  which  they  may  have  in- 
curred to  the  Government  of  t^je  United  States  by 
a  misappropriation  of  this  property — not  by  any 
means.  It  is  only  to  pay  them  wnat  appears  to 
be  due  to  them,  as  shown  by  the  booKs  of  the 
Department,  for  their  services,  the  one  as  a  lieu- 
tenant and  the  other  as  a  private  soldier. 

Mr.  BADGER.  But  if  these  men  already  owe 
the  Government  anything,  they  ought  not  to  be 
paid  the  money  which  this  bin  proposes  to  pay 
them.  That  question  is  now  penaing,  ana  it 
would  only  be  proper  to  let  this  bill  lie  over  until 
that  question  is  decided. 

Mr.  RUSK.  And  if  the  Government  should 
not  obtain  a  verdict  ageunst  them)  how  are  they 
to  succeed  in  obtaining  their  pay  ? 

Mr.  BAPGER.    By  bringing  in  their  claim. 

Mr.  RUSK.  How  can  that  be  done  after  the 
Senate  have  rejected  the  bill?  I  have  not  seen 
this  report,  but,  from  the  reading  of  it,  it  strikes 
me  as  oeing  a  clear  case  of  merit,  in  which  these 
men  simply  ask  payment  for  services  rendered. 
If  you  reject  the  bill,  you  must  disbelieve  the  affi- 
davits of  these  three  men — Crum,  Cash,  and  Ellis. 
I  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
srationCof  this  bill  until  to-morrow,  in  order  that 
we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  it  a  fuller 
examination.  It  is  but  a  small  matter.  The 
amount  involved  is  not  considerable,  and  is  hardly 
worth  the  trouble  which  must  botfindertaken  by 
these  men  to  obtain  it;  but  I  would  not  like  to  do 
what  appears  to  be  injustice  even  in'a  small  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  the  Senator  from  Texas 
will  allow  me,  I  will  add  one  word  in  Airther  ex- 
planation. The  officers  of  the  Government  have 
very  properly  refused  to  pay  the  amount  of  money 
which  might  otherwise  be  due  to  these  persons,  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  debtors  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount.  They  say  that  they  are 
not  debtors;  and  if  their  statement  is  true,  they 
can  defend  themselves  in  an  action  at  law  against 
the  Government.  If  their  statement  is  false,  they 
are  not  entitled  to  any  relief;  and  if  it  be  true, 
they  will  undoubtedly  obtain  it.  If  it  is  found 
by  the  decision  in  the  action,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made,  that  thev  do  not  owe  the  Govern- 
ment, then  their  pay  will  be  given  to  them  at  once, 
and  we  will  have  no  difficulty  in  passing  a  bill  for 
their  relief. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Well,  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 
The  amount  is  so  small  that  it  is  scarcely  worth 
the  trouble  of  these  men  to  come  here  to  get  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  wish  to  sav  a  single  word 
to  my  friend  from  Texas.  I  would  be  as  unwill- 
ing to  be  unjust  to  any  poor  soldier  as  the  honor- 
able Senator  himself.  But  we  examined  this  mat- 
ter very  candidly  in  the  committee,  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  report  as  we  did.  I  regret 
that  we  felt  compelled  to  do  it.    We  did  it  from  a 


sense  of  iustice  to  these  men,  in  view  of  the  facts 
presented  to  us. 

The  PRESi  DENT.  The  Senator  from  Texas 
moves  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
question  tril  to-morrow.  ^ 

Mr.  BADGER.  Which  questbn  has  prior- 
ity? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  on  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  till  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  then  laken,  and  it  wavjbt 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition  now  is 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THOMAS  H.  LEG6ETT. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  During  my  absence  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  H .  Leggett,  as  I  am  informed , 
was  arrived  at  on  the  Private  Calendar,  and  was 
laid  on  the  table.  I  now  caQ.  it  up  in  order  that  it 
may  take  its  place. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  thmk,  in  justice  to  the  Sen^ 
ator  from  New  York,  this  bill  should  be  con- 
sidered now.  It  was  arrived  at  in  its  order,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Senator  it 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  hill,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  This  is  a  biH  for  refunding 
duties,  as  I  understand  it,  and  I  should  like  it  to 
lie  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is  not  taken  up  with  a 
view  to  action,  but  simply  that  it  may  take  its 
place  on  the  Calendar. 

MRS.  £.  A.  m'nEIL. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  McNeil, 
widow  of  the  late  General  John  McNeil,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  l^ELCH .  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, who  takes  an  interest  in  that  bill,  is  sick  and 
not  able  to  be  present.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
bill  be  passed  over  informally. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  ERVIN. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  claim  of  John  Ervin  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  the  Bastrop  Claim. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  will  state,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Under- 
wood] desires  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  this 
question.  He  is  not  now  in  his  sent.  On  his 
proposition  the  bill  was  laid  over  last  Friday;  and, 
as  he  is  not  here  now,  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well 
to  pass  the  bill  over. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  we  shall  not  lay  this 
bill  over  any  more. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  dislike  to  take  up  the  bill  ia 
the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  fCentucky. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  the  impression  that  many 
bills  of  this  description  have  been  passed.  Is  not 
that  so,  sir? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Many  bills  very  much  like  k 
have  been  passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  not  aware  that  this  is  differ- 
ent from  other  cases.  If  so,  I  wii|h  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  would  state  the  fact, 

Mr.  DOWNS.  It  is  analogous  to  many  bills 
which  passed  at  the  last  session.  Some  few 
were  excluded  by  the  rules  which  were  adopted 
at  the  last  session.  It  iq  in  the  same  spirit  as 
Aose  that  have  been  passed,  though  not  strictly 
and  technically  within  the  rule.  The  reeding  of 
the  report,  which  is  very  brief,  will  show  what 

it  IS. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Read  the  report. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  let 
the  bill  lie  over  for  the  present,  till  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [iVIr.  Underwood]  is  in  his  seat,  as  he 
has  intimated  that  he  wishes  to  express  his  views 
upon  it.    My  impression  is,  that  the  bill  gives  a 

Freemption  right  to  a  small  portion  of  land.  But 
have  not  examined  the  question,  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  taken  it  in  charge;  and  I  think  it  will  be  bet- 
ter to  let  it  lie  over  till  he  is  present  to  attend  to  it. 
I  make  tha^  motion  that  it  be  passed  over  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  not.  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Downs,]  that  if  he  chooses  to  have  it  lie  bver,  I 
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have  nothing  to  say.  But  if  it  does  not  pass  in 
coiiseauence  of  lying  over,  he  will  know  at  whose 
door  the  blame  will  rest. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Then  I  will  not  consent  to  let 
it  Ue  OT9. 

Mr.  PELCH.  The  law  which  is  referred  to 
in  that  bill  specifies  two  classes  of  cases  to  which 
relief  may  be  granted.  The  one,  those  who  claim 
imder  Bastrop,  holdin?  under  a  Spanish  grant, 
fiSd  his  assignees;  and  to  that  class  of  persons 
U^ere  is  given  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
without  any  compensation  to  the  United  States  for 
it.  It  was  intended  to  relieve  a  class  of  persons 
who  purchased  under  an  old  Spanish  grant,  de- 
clarea  to  be  now  invalid. 

The  second  class  of  cases  embraces  those  per- 
sons who,  without  having  any  claim  by  way  of 
a  title  from  Bastrop,  are  entitled  by  virtue  of  pos- 
session to  a  preemption  right  to  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  mcludit^  their  improvements.  If  I 
understand  this  matter  correctly  from  hearing  the 
report  read,  this  Ervin  does  not  trace  back  his  title 
from  Bastrop;  he  has  merely  occupancy  as  the 
foundation  of  his  claim,  and  his  case,  therefore, 
comes  within  the  category  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
last  sections  of  the  act,  giving  relief  to  those  who 
have  occupied  lands  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
If  no  I^islation  is  had,  he  will  be  entitled  to  a 
pre-emption  ri^ht  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
including  his  improvements.  If  this  bill  passes, 
it  will  put  him  on  the  same  footing  exactly  as 
those  who  received  a  title  from  BiiBtrop.  As  I 
staled  before,  my  impression  is,  that  it  is  a  case  in 
which  the  preiimption  right  ought  to  be  granted. 
He  will  then  receive  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  under  the  preemption,  and  no  more.  This 
bill  proposes  to  give  him  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  and  also  to  relieve  him  from  paying  any 
compensation  to  the  Government  for  it.  It  seems 
to  me  he  should  be  allowed  to  remain  under  the 
rights  which  he  now  has;  or,  if  it  be  desirable,  let 
him  have  a  preemption  right.  But  I  see  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  is  now  in  his  place,  and  1 
yield  the  floor  to  him. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  believe  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan  has  stated  everything  that 
I  have  to  state  upon  the  subject.  From  the  ex- 
amination which  I  have  made,  this  gentleman,  if 
this  bill  passes,  will  get  lands  for  nothing  to  the 
amount  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  when,  ac- 
cording to  legislation,  he  woula  be  entitled  to  a 
prei&mptive  right  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  enlarge  the  amount 
and  eive  him  that  difference.  The  grounds  on 
which  this  claim  was  placed,  the  other  day,  was 
this:  A  man  by  the  name  of  Ballinger  lived  upon 
the  land  that  this  memorialist  has  occupied.  Bal- 
linger, according  to  the  statement  of  the  memori- 
alist, purchased  the  land  of  Bastrop,  and  paid  him 
for  it.  The  memorialist  says  he  intended  to  pur- 
chase it  from  Ballinger,  but  he  has  never  paid  nim 
a  cent.  He  says  Ballinser  abandoned  the  land, 
and  has  absented  himself  for  a  long  time,  and  has 
never  received  anything.  Now,  what  condition 
shall  we  be  placed  in  if  Ballinger  should  hereafter 
come  forward  and  say,  **  I  want  Congress  to  com- 
pensate me  for  this  land,  which  I  purchased  of 
Bastrop;'*  and  suppose  he  says,  •*  You  have  com- 
pensated evevybody  else,  and  allowed  them  a  tract 
of  land,  why  not  pay  me?  Will  you  take  ad- 
vantage of  my  absence  after  I  paid  Bastrop,  and 
plead  the  statute  of  limitations  upon  me  }**  Gov- 
ernment has  never  done  that.  Now,  if  Ballinger 
comes  forward  and  says,  "You  agreed  by  your 
legislation  that  all  those  who  purchased  from  Bas- 
trop and  paid  him  for  that  land  should  hold  it*' — 
what  answer  will  you  give  him  ?  You  must  say 
to  him,  **  You  are  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 
as  other  individuals.'*  Now,  this  individual  sim- 
ply asks  Government  to  do  Tor  him  what  Govern- 
ment would  do  for  Bellinger,  if  he  were  here,  i 
do  not  see  any  obligation  for  such  a  course  except 
upon  the  ^und  which  is  contended  for,  that  he 
has  occupied  the  land  till,  by  the  laws  of  Louisi- 
ana, he  could  set  up  a  title  by  prescription  against 
Ballinger.  And  as  he  can  prescribe  against  Bal- 
linger, he  wants  you  to  cut  off  Ballinger,  and  let 
him  be  placed  with  reference  to  Bastrop  as  Ballin- 
ger and  yourselves  would  be  placed,  it  seems  to 
me  not  just  to  let  a  man  come  in  and  make  out  a 
title,  when  he  says  he  has  not  paid  a  cent,  but 
merely  intended  to  do  it,  and  then  set  up  a  title  by 
prescription  against  a  man  from  whom  ne  intended 
to  buy  the  land.    In  this  view  of  the  case  I  am 


willing  to  say  to  this  gentleman,  "Take  your  head 
right,  as  we  call  it  in  Kentucky,  or,  as  it  is  called 
here,  your  preemption — take  your  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  or  land  bv  preemption,  pay  for  it 
as  your  neighbors  have  aone,  and  with  regard  to 
the  excess,  you  have  no  right  to  it  atall. "  I  think 
we  should  reject  this  bill,  and  let  the  law  take  its 
course. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  I  was  one  of  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill,  I  think  I  can  answer  the 
objection  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The 
case  is  an  exceedingly  simple  one.  Settlers  located 
themselves  upon  this  land,  and  among  the  rest 
was  this  man  Ballinger;  and  subsequently  this  pe- 
titioner, who  went  under  Ballinger,  intending  to 
purchase  his  title.  He  has  been  there  for  more 
than  twenty-three  years,  and  Ballinger  went  ofl* 
and  never  made  his  appearance  again.  By  the 
bill  which  you  passed  last  session,  if  Ballinger 
were  here,  he  would  be  entitled  to  this  land;  but 
he  is  not  here.  Now,  the  difficulty  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  does  not  arise  here 
at  all.  We  do  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  Bal- 
linger's  title.  That  title  will  stand  just  as  good 
when  this  bill  is  passed  as  it  does  now.  All  that 
we  do,  is  to  say  that  the  United  States  shall  not 
co(pe  in  as  a  third  party  between  Ballinger  and 
this  man  Ervin.  Ballinger  has  a  good  title,  if  we 
do  not  disturb  him;  and  all  that  we  do  in  this  bill, 
is  to  say  to  this  poor  old  man,  that  we  will  keep 
"  hands  off,"  as  between  him  and  Ballinger.  We 
say  to  him,  "  If  you  have  a  good  title,  keep  it, 
and  we  will  give  you  ours:  or,  rather,  we  will  not 
interfere."  It  seems  to  me  in  that  view  of  the 
case  this  bill  ought' to  pass. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  will  merdy  ask  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  one  ouestion.  Did  Ballinger  ever 
purchase  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  from  Bas- 
trop? 

Mr.  DOWNS.    It  is  so  stated  in  the  papers. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  believe  he  purchased  a  larger 
quantity  than  that. 

The  Bill  was  then  reported  without  amendment, 
and,  on  a  division,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

JANE  IRWIN. 

Mr.  JAMES.  I  throw  myself  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  and  ask  its  unanimous  consent  to 
take  up  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Irwin. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  prior  orders  and  take  up  this  bill,  and  it 
was  deciaed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time.  It  proposes 
to  pay  Jane  Irwin,  the  only  child  of  Colonel  Jared 
Irwin,  who  served  in  the  Georgia  State  troops  from 
the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
as  an  equivcdent  for  services  rendere<t  and  losses 
sustained  by  him,  the  half-pay  of  a  captain  for  the 
period  of  4)iirty-five  years. 

There  being  no  proposition  to  amend,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  should  like  to  have  some 
explanation  of  that  bill. 

.  Mr.  HALE.    Let  the  report  be  read.    It  will 
explain  everything. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  will  state  what  the  substance 
of  the  report  is. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  wish  to  ask  if  the  committee 
were  unanimous  in  their  report? 

Mr.  COOPER.  They  were  last^rear.  The 
father  of  Jane  Irwin  was  an  officer  in  tne  Georgia 
line  of  the  Army,  and  performed  most  meritorious 
service  during  the  whole  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
He  was  in  many  engagements  both  in  Georgia 
and  the  Carolinas.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
removed  to  the  frontiers  and  was  oflen  engaged 
there  in  the  Indian  wars,  and  performed  service 
not  only  as  a  soldier,  but  was  eminently  useful  in 
subsisting  troops  in  that  out-of-the-way  country. 
He  lost  a  very  large  amount  of  property,  and  never 
received  from  the  United  States  a  cent  by  way  of 
compensation  for  his  services  or  the  losses  he  sus- 
tained. 

The  present  applicant  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  General  Irwin;  who  was  afterwards,  for  several 
successive  terms.  Governor  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia. If  ever  a  meritorious  claim  came  before  the 
Senate,'that  does  not  fall  within  the  ordinary  rule, 
this  is  one. 

The  report  was  then  read. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


COMMODORE  WA11RINGT0]# 

The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  M.  K.  Warrington  and  C.  St.  J.  Chubb, 
executors  of  Captain  Lewis  Warrington;  which 
was  read. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  open  an  account  vrith  M.  K.  W&rringto& 
and  C.  St.  J.Chubb,  executors  of  the  late  Capttun 
Lewis  Warrington,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  their  legal  repreaenit* 
lives  ana  assigns,  on  account  of  one  moiety  of  the 
sloop  E^tervier,  her  tackle,  implements  of  war,  and 
specie  on  board  at  the  time  or  her  capture  in  1814, 
which   moiety  was,   by  mistake,  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  to  settle  their 
respective  rights  therein,  according  to  the  act  of 
April  23,  18(K),  for  the  better  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  sum, 
when  so  settled,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs;  from 
which  it  appears,  that  the  same  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTaira  at  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  when  a  report 
was  made,  briefly  setting  forth  the  facta  out  of 
which  the  claim  originate,  which  the  committee 
adopt  as  a  part  of  their  present  report,  and  re- 
commend the  passage  of  the  bill  without  amend-^ 
ment.    The  committee  reported — on  the  memo-' 
rial  of  Lewis  Warrington ,  lor  himself,  officert,  and 
crew  of  the  sloop-of-war  Ptaeockt  and  praying  the 
balance  of  prize  money  due  them  for  the  capture 
of  the  British  ship  Epervur    that  in  the  month  of 
April,  1814,  the  BritisH  ship  Epervier  was  cuh 
tured  by  the  Peacock^  under  the  command  of  the 
memorialist,  and  was  afterwards,  in  the  district 
court  of  Georgia,  condemned,  with  its  tackle,  am- 
munition, dx.,  as  a  prize  of  war  to  the  captors, 
and  a  sale  by  the  marshal  was  ordered  to  be  made; 
that  there  was  on  board  the  Epervier  a  large  amount 
of  specie,  which  was  condemned  as  prize  money. 
The  Epervier  was  a  vessel  of  equal  force  with  the 
Peacoek,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  Captain  War- 
rington, by  tne  report  of  the  arrival  of  the  prize  at 
Savannah,  by  tfie  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of 
it,  by  n^tiations  between  the  Department  and 
Captain  Warrington  for  the  purchase  of  the  prize, 
and  finally  by  the  decree  of  condemnation  to  the 
captors  only. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
Aprd,  1800,  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy 
of^the  United  States,  it  was  enacted  that  all  the 
proceeds  of  captured  vessels  which  shall  be  ad- 
judged good  prizes,  when  of  equal  or  superior 
force  to  the  vessel  or  vessels  capturing  them,  shall 
be  the  sole  property  of  the  captors;  but  when  (^ 
inferior  force,  they  shall  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween the  Grovernment  and  the  captors.  It  iSi 
therefore,  certain,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coromiuee, 
as  well  from  the  true  facta  of  the  case  as  from  the 
decree  of  condemnation,  that  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Peacock  were  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds,  and  the  same  should  have  been  paid  oTer 
to  them  by  the  marshal.  But  this  was  not  done. 
On  the  contrary,  the  marshal,  from  some  misfske 
or  misapprehension ,  treated  it  as  a  case  for  a  dins- 
ion  between  the  United  States  and  the  captors,  and 
therefore  paid  one  moiety  to  each.  The  conamittee 
were  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  moietyj** 
ceived  by  the  United  States,  being  undoubtedly 
the  property  of  the  captors,  ought  mjustice  to  be 
accounted  for  to  the  true  owners.  The  lapse  of 
time  since  the  erroneous  payment  was  made  might 
afford  some  objection  to  the  relief  if  the  ground 
of  the  claim  was  uncertain  or  not  proved ;  but  all  \M 
facts  and  the  ground  of  the  claim  stand  pro^eJ^^^T 
official  papers  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  They 
can  be  ascertained  now  with  the  same  tmemng 
.certainty  as  at  the  time  of  tlie  transaction.  These 
proofs  accompany  the  memorial  submittal  wiin 
the  report.  The  memorialist  asked  only  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  sum;  and  the  right  being  clear,  tw 

justice  of  the  demand,  instead  of  being  ^««J^«^'°| 
IS  strengthened  by  thegrcatlengthoftimethcUnitea 

States  have  had  what  originally  belonged  to  iM 
captors.  The  claim  grew  out  of  oneofa««i« 
of  victories  upon  the  ocean  and  lakes,  which  shea 
such  glory  upon  our  country,  and  must  ever  oe 
remembered  with  patriotic  pride  by  every  one 
bearing  the  name  of  an* American.  The  commit- 
tee, in  view  of  the  considerations  named  m  iw 
report,  accompanied  it  by  a  bill. 
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Mr.  BftADBURY.  I  believe  a  very  consider- 
able amount  is  involved  in  this  bill.  I  recollect 
having  examined  the  question  when  it  was  before 
the  Senate  some  three  years  ago.  The  facts  are 
not  Tery  fresh  in  my  recollection  at  this  time;  but 
I  think  that  the  application  for  relief  on  the  part 
of  Commodore  Warrington  and  his  associates  is 
of  a  somewhat  recent  date. 
Mr.  BADGER.    It  is. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  1  think  itis  a  little  remark- 
able that  the  captors  of  a  vessel,  which  had  on 
board  a  valuable  cargo  of  specie,  should  have  so 
Ions  delayed  their  application. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  make  a  statement,  which  will  cause  the  re- 
markableness  to  disappear.  The  case  is  simply 
this:  In  April,  1814,  Commodore  Warrington, 
then  in  coinmand  of  the  American  ship  Peaeockt 
a  aloop-of-war  of  eighteen  guns,  attacked  and  cap- 
tured the  sloop  of  war  Epervier,  also  of  eighteen 
guns.  The  £|}errifr  was  sent  into  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah* in  charge  of  a  prize-master,  for  condem- 
nation. She  was  condemned  in  that  port,  and  a 
decree  of  the  court  directed  the  whole  amount  of 
the  capture  to  be  paid  to  the  captors.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  [Mr.  Bradbitrt]  shakes  his  head. 
It  is  very  easy  to  do  that;  but  if  he  will  read  the 
papers  be  will  find  that  it  is  so.  The  decree  of  the 
court  directed  the  whole  of  the  money  to  be  fwdd 
to  the  cantors,  and  not  one  cent  to  the  United 
States.  Commodore  Warrington  did  not  quit  his 
cruise,  and  come  home  to  attend  to  his  pecuniary 
inter»t,  but  continued  to  prosecute  his  cruise 
against  the  enemies  of  his  coi)ntry .  Consequently 
he  was  not  her€  at  the  time  the  decree  was  made 
and  the  payment  made  under  the  decree.  The 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  pay  the  money  to  tliose  to  whom  it  was 
awardea  by  the  court,  to  wit:  the  captors,  instead 
of  doing  that,  paid  one  half  the  money  to  the  prize 
arent,  and  othe  •ther  half  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  The  ships  were  of  equal  force. 
That  is  proved,  in  the  nret  place,  by  thfe  decree 
directing  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the  captors;,  be- 
cause if  the  captured  vessel  had  been  of  inferior 
force,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  have  decreed 
one  moiety  to  the  United  States.  It  is  proved, 
next,  by  the  fact  that  the  vessels  were  reported  by 
the  captors  to  be  of  equal  force;  by  the  fact  that 
the  ^cretary  of  the  Navy  at  the  time  negotiated 
with  Commodore  Warrington  for  the  purchase  of 
the  captured  sloop,  for  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  as  being  the  property  of  the  captors;  and 
by  the  fact  that  in  the  Navy  Register,  after  that 
ship  became  ours  by  capture,  she  is  rated  as  a  sloop 
of  war  of  eighteen  guns,  as  was  the  Peacock,  These 
are  the  facts.  Under  the  law,  it  is  perfectly  clear, 
that  that  being  the  stat^  of  the  case,  the  captors 
were  entitled  to  all  the  money. 

But  I  said  that  I  would  give  the  Senator  from 
Maine  an  explanation  of  how  it  happened  that  this 
claim  was  not  preferred  for  many  years.    I  take 
pleasure  in  doing  so;  because  the  gallant  officer 
and  most  excellent  gentleman  in  whose  name  this 
application  was  made  at  the  last  Congress,  and 
who  is  now  no  more,  exhibited  in  relation  to-the 
whole  transaction  an  honorable  delicacy  and  pro- 
priety of  deportment  that  add  additional  valiie  to 
the  character  he  earned  by  his  integrity  and  gal- 
lant service  in  the  cause  of  his  country.    The 
same  question  was  asked  wh^n  this  bill  was  be- 
fore the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
fess, and  t  was  unable  to  answer  why  the  appli- 
cation had  been  deferred.    I  was  unable  to  an- 
swer, because  that  gentleman,  during  the  whole 
time  this  bill  was  in  progress  in  the  Senate,  though 
he  knew  I  had  taken  char^  of  it,  and  reported  it 
^m  the  committee,  and  that  upon  some  objec- 
tions'taken  to  h  on  its  first  coming  up,  it  had  been 
postponed,  and  that  I  had  waited  three  months 
Wore  I  called  it  up  for  action,  never  came  near  me, 
never  opened  his  mouth  to  me  upon  the  subject; 
and  he  was  willing,  I  believe,  to  have  lost  every 
penny,  rather  than  place  himself  in  the  attitude 
of  a  man  who  would  descend,  by  application  to  a 
member  of  a  committee,  to  obtain  the  successful 

S-oseeution  of  a  claim  however  honorable  and  Just. 
(It  after  the  bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  when 
it  was  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  saw 
Commodore  Warrington  here  one  day,  and  took 
occasion  to  ask  him  how  it  happened  that  the 
cbim  had  not  been  presented  sooner.  He  gave 
me  the  following  statement:  **I  went  in  prosecu- 
« tion  of  the  cruise  in  which  I  was  engaged  when 


*  I  captured  the  Epervier,  and  sent  it  into  port  for 

*  condemnation.    When  I  returned,  1  found  that 

*  but  one  half  the  prize  money  had  been  paid  into 

*  the  hands  of  the  agent.  I  knew  it  was  wrong. 
'  I  applied  to  a  distingui8l\ed  and  honorable  gentle- 

*  man,  then  a  member  of  Congress  from  Virginia, 

*  and  asked  him  to  institute  some  proceedings  for 

*  my  relief.    He  said   to  me,  '  it  is  impossible, 

*  Commodore,  to  go  behind  the  decree.***  He 
took  it  for  granted,  and  so  did  Commodore  War- 
rington, that  the  marshal  bad  paid  the  money  ac- 
cording to  the  decree.  He  had  no  idea  that  tjie 
marshal,  upon  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  captors 
alone,  had  paid  one  half  the  money  to  the  United 
States,  but  supposed  that  it  was  a  mistake  of  the 
judge  who  pronounced  condemnation.  There  the 
matter  rested;  and  years  and  years  elapsed  before 
it  was  discovered  that  the  decree  was  right  and 
thejpayment  wrong. 

Tnat,  sir,  is  the  explanation  which  I  have  to 

g've;  and  I  wish  to  say,  that  though  the  amount  is  ; 
rge,  there  has  not  been  a  claim,  in  my  opinion,  ' 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Grovernment,  whether 
for  a  million  dollars  or  for  a  penny,  more  Justly  due 
to  more  honorable  men  who  have  rendered  import- 
ant service  to  the  country.  It  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  The  Gk>vemment  has  had  possession 
and  use  of  the  money  for  forty  years.  All  that  is 
asked  is  the  simple  return  of  the  money  without 
interest. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  have  heard  the  explana- 
tion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Ciirolina 
with  pleasure.  He  speaks  so  well  that  I  always 
listen  to  him  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
think,  however,  that  we  should  examine  this  sub- 
ject carefully,  and  see  why  it  is  that  the  claim  was 
suspended  so  lon^  without  a:n  application  for  relief. 
It  looks  a  little  singular  to  me  that  for  some  forty 
years  an  individual,  residing  at  the  capital  for  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  time,  should  not 
be  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  was  in- 
debted to  him  and  others  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated, in  a  lare'e  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  tried  to  explain  it.  I  ima- 
gine the  Senator  did  not  listen  to  me. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  If  the  Senator  wishes  the 
floor,  I  will  yield  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  suppose  the  act  which 
grants  to  the  captors,  in  cases  of  the  capture  of 
vessels  of  an  equal  or  superior  force,  the  whole 
property  captured,  was  intended  as  an  incentive, 
and  to  reward  those  in  the  Navy  for  extraordinary 
exertions.  Technically,  the  contest  from  which 
this  claim  arises,  was  between  vessels  of  eoual 
size;  but  by  an  examination  of  the  facts  it  wilt  be 
found  that  the  capture  was  made  without  Ynuch 
exercise  on  the  part  of  our  ship,  and  the  captured 
vessel  was,  in  fact,  inferior  in  size,  inferior  in  men, 
and  inferior  in  its  armament;  so  that  the  amount 
which  was  received  by  the  captors  was  the  amount 
to  which  Uiey  were  fairly  entitled,  and  was  all 
to  which  they  were  entitled.  If  we,  disregard- 
ing the  technical  rules,  look  to  whether  the  vessels 
were  of  equal  size,  we  shall  find  that  the  British 
ship  was  inferior  in  metal,  throwing,  I  think, 
something  more  than  a  hundred  pounds  less  on  a 
broadside.  It  was  inferior  in  men;  the  American 
ship  containing  nearly  double  the  eunount  of  ef- 
ficient men.  The  prize  was  taken  so  easily  that 
there  was  hardly  a  contest.  Not  an  individual  was 
lost  in  the  fight;  I  believe  there  were  one  or  two 
wounded.  I  apprehend  that,  at  the  time,  the  cap- 
tors were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  decree.  I 
think  that,  after  so  long  a  time,  during  which  this 
claim  has  been  permitted  to  slumber,  it  is  at  least 
expedient  that  tne  Senate  should  pause  before  they 
pass  the  bill.  If  I  supposed  that  the  claim  had 
substantial  merit,  I  should  cenainly  concur  vrith 
the  Senator  fVom  North  Carolina,  that  lapse  of 
time  is  not  a  suflicient  bar  to  it.  I  submit  these 
remarks,  not  from  a  desire  of  doing  injustice  to 
the  service  of  the  gallant  officer  who  commanded 
the  American  ship  at  that  time,  but  from  a  sense 
of  duty. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Maine  occupies,  upon  this  suTnect,  precisely  the 
position  usually  taken  by  British  writers,  id  depre- 
dating the  value  of  the  victories  gained  by  our 
naval  force  over  the  British  during  the  war  of  181S. 
How  does  the  Senator  undertake  to  know  whether 
these  vessels  were  of  equal  force  or  not  ?  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  that  time  thought  they 
were  of  equal  force.    They  were  reports  to  the 


Department  as  of  equal  force.  The  judge  who 
ordered  the  condemnation  thought  they  were  of 
equal  force.  And  now,  we  are  told  that  this  vic- 
tory, which  we  had  heretofore  thought  reflec4ed 
some  glory  upon  our  arms,  was  nothing;  that  there 
was  not  a  contest;  that  there  was  twice  the  number 
of  men  in  the  American  ship  that  there  was  in  the 
British;  and  that  the  ships  were  of  a  different 
weight  of  metal.  1  hope  the  Senate  will  not  add 
to  the  injustice  of  declinmg  to  pay  this  money,  the 
indignity  of  such  a  reproach  upon  the  gallant  men 
concerned  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  deed. 

The  decree  of  <he  court  was,  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  to  the  captors.  Not  one  word  was 
said  about  the  United  States.  The  marshal,  by  a 
mistake,  I  suppose,  instead  of  paying  the  whole  of 
the  money  to  the  captors,  paid  half  of  it  to  the 
United  States.  That  is  the  case.  The  United 
States  got  so  much  money,  by  a  mistake  of  the 
marshal,  which  belonged,  u^Jder  the  decree,  to  the 
captors.  If  it  had  been  the  case  of  an  individual, 
an  action  could  have  been  brought  by  the  captors^, 
and  the  money  recovered.  But  the  United  States 
cannot  be  sued.  I  have  stated  the  reason  why 
the  elaim  has  been  delayed.  Commodore  Wa|^> 
rington,  knowing  the  money  had  been  paid  ina 
wrong  manner,  applied  to  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who,  presuming  the  marshal  had  followed 
the  decree,  stated  that  they  could  not  go  behind 
that  decree.  But  it  turns  out  that  the  decree  was 
right,  and  the  payment  by  the  mashal  wrong. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  It  is  a  long  time  since  I 
looked  into  the  papers  of  the  case.  I  had  a  differ- 
ent impression  m  regard  to  the  decree.  Probably 
the  Senator  is  right  in  his  statement.  I  should 
like  to  have  it  read. 

The  decree  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  United  States  vessrl  of  war  Peacock  vs.  $117,909, 
captured  in  the  Epenrietf  litielcd  prise. 

The  United  Sutes  vemtel  of  war  Peacock,  commanded 
1^  Lewis  Warrington,  EmIm  in  the  late  capture  of  his  Brit- 
ish Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Epervier,  brouffht  into  this  port, 
captured  also  the  sum  of  ^117,903,  which  lias  been  libelled 
by  the  district  attorney.  The  usual  monition  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  proclamation  made ;  and  no  claim  appearing,  it 
is  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed  that  the  sura  of  $117,908 
be  condemned  as  a  prize  Of  war,  to  the  captors,  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  the  law  directs,  after  costs  and  charges. 

W.  STEVENS, 
DUMci  Judge  0/  Gecrgia. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

FRANCES  P.  GARDNER. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  P.  Grardner, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  enacts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be 
required  to  renew  the  pension  heretofore  allowed 
and  paid  to  Prances  P.  Gardner,  the  same  to 
continue  for  five  years,  commencing  January  1, 
1850. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  read,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  the  widow 
of  the  late  Captain  George  W,  Gardner,  of  the 
United  States  Army,  who  was  kDled  in  the  mas- 
sacre of  Major  Dade*s  command  in  Florida.  She 
was  led  a  widow  in  destitute  circumstances,  with 
two  young  children  to  support.  Her  father,^  Lieu- 
tenant Abraham  Fowler,  and  her  broth er-in-law» 
both  died  in  their  country's  service,  and  her  only 
near  relative — a  brother — was  at  the  date  of  the 
petition  on  duty  in  Mexico.  Thus  situated,  she 
asked  for  a  continuance  of  a  pension  which  was 
allowed  her  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1836.  On 
May  20, 1850,  a  bill  for  her  relief  was  reported  to 
the  Senate;  and  the  committee  have  thought  proper 
to  report  a  similar  bill,  'and  recommend  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  SMITH.  A  bill  exactly  corresponding 
with  the  one  now  before  tis  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  last  Congress.  It  was  sent  tb  tlie  House  of 
Representatives,  and  was  not  acted  upon,  I  sup- 
pose, for  want  of  time.  It  is  exactly  analogous 
to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Dade,  a  bill  for  whose  relief 
has  already  passed  the  Senate  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. Captain  Gardner,  who  was  a  native  of  this 
city,  fell  in  what  is  called  **  Dade's  massacre,"  in 
Florida;  Major  Dade  being  the  commander  of  the 
detachment,  and  Captain  Gardner  the  second  in 
command.  The  circumstances  of  that  massacre 
are  too  well  known  to  the  Senate  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  advert  to  the  particulars.  Mrs. 
Cbrdner  is  a  native  of  my  State.  She  transmitted 
her  application  to  me,  and  I  laid  it  before  the 
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Senate.  I  wish,  if  necessary,  to  call  the  attention 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Florida,  who  is  ac- 
quainted  with  the  case  of  Mrs.  Dade,  to  this. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There,  is  no  objection  to  the 
bin. 

Mr<  SMITH.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
objection  to  it.  But  my  friend  from  Florida  is 
acquainted  with  the  case,  if  it  is  necessary  to  say 
anythini;  about  it. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  presume  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  bill.  It  is  very  similar  to  the  bill 
passed  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Dade.  M^or  Dade 
fell  in  the  massacre  at  the  beginqinff  of  the  Florida 
war.  So  did  Captain  Gard ner.  The  case  of  M rs. 
Gardner  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  1  can  see  no  reason  why  a  dis- 
tinction should  be  raised  between  the  two  cases. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHMOND. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  A.  Richmond,  which  was  reported  from 
y^e'Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  proper  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  William  A.  Richmond,  late 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and 
that  whatever  sum  or  sums  of  money,  if  any,  be 
found  due  to  him  shall  be  paid  out  oi  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  is  to  insert  at 
the  end  of  the  bill  the  words: 

**  Provided^  Tbtt  iuch  inm  of  money  shall  not  szcead 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

EXTENSION  OF  PATENTS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  biU  on  the  Cal- 
endar is  a  bill  to  extend  two  patents  of  Zebulon 
Parker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMES,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

JOHN  F.  CALLAN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Callan,  admin- 
istrator of  Daniel  Renner,  deceased,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W hole.  It  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cause  the  claim  of  John  F.  Callan,  administrator 
of  Daniel  Renner,  deceased,  of  the  firm  of  Renner 
db  Heath — which  claim  arises  from  the  alleged 
burning  of  a  rope-walk  and  of  seine  twine  therein, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the  public  enemy, 
in  the  month  of  August,  1814*  belonging  to  said 
firm — to  be  audited  and  settled  on  principles  of 
equity  and  justice,  looking  to  the  evidence  here- 
tofore produced  before  Congress  or  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  hereafter  to  be  taken;  provided  that 
the  allowance  so  made  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the 
sum  of  $6,744. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Is  there  a  report  in  that  case? 

The  PRESIDENT.    There  is. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    I  would  like  to  hear  it  read. 

Mr.  WADE.  As  I  perceive  that  the  Senator 
who  takes  charge  of  the  bill  is  not  in  his  seat,  I 
move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Frioay  next. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  who  reported  the 
bill  is  absent,  but  he  wished  me  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  consider  it  to-day. 

Mr.  WADE.    Then  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  sin- 
le  suffgefition,in  connection  with  what  was  said 

y  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Whit- 
comb,]  who  is  absent  on  account  of  illness,  re- 
quested that  this  case  should  go  over  in  the  event 
of  there  being  a  serious  opposition  to  it.  If  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Yirgi^nia  is  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  passed,  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  lay  it  over.  Perhaps 
he  will  withdraw  his  opposition  afler  hearing  tne 
report  read,  which  was  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  reading  of  the  report 
has  been  called  for. 
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Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  the  reading  will  be 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
laid  over  until  Friday  next.  That  case  was  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Claims  some  time  a£^o,  when 
I  was  a  member  of  the  \:ommittee,  and  I  believe 
an  unfavorable  report  was  made.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain about  the  matter,  and  I  wish  the  bill  laid  over, 
so  that  I  may  look  into  the  facts. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  am  informed  that  there 
is  a  decided  opposition  to  the  bill;  it  would,  there- 
fore, be  better  to  let  it  go  over  until  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Indiana,  who  reported  it,  is  in  his 
olace 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  My  motion  is  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until 
Friday  next.  I  want  to  say  now  that  this  claim 
relates  to  a  matter  which  has  once  been  paid  for. 
I  understand  that  aA  allowance  has  been  made, 
and  the  claim  now  is  for  an  additional  allowance. 
I  think  the  claim  was  reported  against  some  two 
or  three  years  ago. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    That  is  true. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    That  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Then  I  think  the  biU 
ought  to  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
made  one  observation,  which  I  think  demands  a 
reply.  He  says  this  claim  has  been  paid.  Now, 
I  can  inform  the  honorable  Senator  tnat  it  has  not 
been  paid.  One  of  the  individual  claimants  has,  I 
believe,  been  paid  a  sum  of  money,  but  not  for 
what  this  billprovides. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  understand  that  this 
bill  provides  for  a  resettlement  of  the  accounts 
upon  the  testimony  already  filed,  and  such  addi- 
tional testimony  as  may  be  heteader  presented. 
That  opens  the  whole  matter,  and  embraces  a  re- 
payment of  that  which  has  already  been  paid  for, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  former  payment  was  for 
personal  property  which  was  destroyed  in  1814. 
The  bill  now  reported  provides  relief  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  rope-walk  and  twine  of  these  par- 
ties. My  own  opinions  are  adverse  to  this  claim; 
and  I  smiU  state  my  reasons  for  those  opinions 
whenever  the  bill  comes  up.  1  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  think  we  had  better  decide 
this  bill  to-day.  The  honorable  Senator  who  re- 
ported this  bill,  requested  rae  to  take  his  position 
m  respect  to  it,  ana  to  explain  it.  I  think  I  un- 
derstand it  sufficiently,  and  1  hope  it  will  be  acted 
upon  to-day.  If  it  is  right,  I  hope  it  will  be 
passed  to-day.  If  it  Is  wrong,  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  reject  it  to-day.  We  can  just  as  well  under- 
stand and  decide  it  to-day  as  we  can  at  any  future 
day.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  will  act  on  it  to- 
day, and  settle  it  in  some  way.  If  the  motion  to 
postpone  be  rejected,  the  report  can  be  read,  and  I 
can  explain  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  think,  so  aa  to 
enable  the  Senate  to  act  understandingly. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  afreea  to,  there 
being,  on  a  division,  19  ayes  and  16  noes. 

T.  H.  MCMANUS. 

The  bid  to  authorize  T.  H.  McManus  to  enter 
by  preiimption  certain  lands  in  tlie  Green^bur^  dis- 
trict, Louisiana,  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides 
that  T.  H.  McManus  be  authorized,  under  such 
instructions  as  may  be  given  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  enter  by  preemption, 
at  the  rate  of  $1  25  per  acre,  at  the  land  office  at 
GK*eensburg,  Louisiana,  such  Quantity  of  public 
lands,  not  to  exceed  eight  hunared  acres,  accord- 
ing to  legal  subdivisions,  as  may  embrace  his 
actual  .improvements  in  the  parish  of  East  Feli- 
ciana, on  the  waters  of  the  Black  Creek,  township 
No.  1,  and  range  No.  3,  provided  that  such  entry 
shall  not  interfere  with  tne  valid  rights  of  others, 
and  shall  be  made  ailer  the  return  to  the  aforesaid 
land  office  of  an  approved  plat  of  said  township. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  will  state  the  facts  of  the  case 
very  briefly.  Mr.  McManus  purchased  at  probate 
sale,  aAer  the  death  of  the  parties  who  had  settled 
on  this  land,  their  right  of  prei&mption.  He  bought 
the  rights  to  two  tracts.  In  addition  to  that  there 
is  a  small  quantity  of  vacant  land  near  him  which 
he  wishes  to  enter.  Now,  on  these  two  purchases, 
which,  perhaps,  under  the  restrictions  of  the  pre- 
emption laws,  he  cannot  properly  enter  as  a  pre- 
emption right,  but  of  wnich  he  was  a  bona  fide 
purchaser  at  a  probata  sale,  and  also  a  quantity  of 


vacant  land  adjoining,  to  which  nobody  else  Kta 
up  a  claim,  he  asks,  in  order  to  complete  his  title, 
that  be  may  be  permitted  to  enter  the  whole,  not 
exceding  eight  hundred  acres,  by  preemptioo 
right.    There  is  a  statement  accompanying  the re> 

Cort  and  petition,  made  by  a  number  of  hisneigh- 
ors  living  around  him,  confirming  the  facu  u  be 
states  them  in  his  petition.  All  he  asks  ia  the 
mere  right  of  prei^ption. 

He  purchased  these  improvements  for  a  vala- 
able  consideration,  when  they  were  sold  at  probate 
sale;  and  I  presume  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his 
right  to  enter  that  much.  Whether  he  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter,  in  addition,  the  small  quantity  of 
vacant  land  adjoining,  which  nobody  cUims,  is  a 
matter  for  the  Senate  to  decide.  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  this  bill  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  set- 
sion.  At  any  rate  it  was  favorably  reported  upoo. 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  that  I  know  of,  is 
the  objection  which  many  entertain  to  an  ordinary 
transfer  of  preemption  rights  before  they  are  se- 
cured. But  this  IS  not  a  case  of  that  kind.  This 
is  a  case  of  the  death  of  the  parties  who  had  the 
preiimption  rights,  and,  according  to  the  law  of 
my  State  and  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Louisiana,  these  rights,  though  not  perfect,  are 
considered  a  species  of  property.  It  is  true,  the 
officer  of  the  United  States  may  object  to  carryiof; 
them  out  in  full  on  technical  grounds,  but  theyare 
very  frequently  sold  at  probSite  sales  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  or  business  in  Louisiana.  They  cer- 
tainly, according  to  our  law,  vest  a  right  in  the 
party.  The  only  opposition  to  allowing  transfen 
was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  specolatioos. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  that  kind. ,  This  is  a  esse 
where  a  man  has  lived  on  and  cultivated  the  land. 
He  bought  these  rights  in  good  faith,  at  probate 
sale,  and  the  only  objection  to  his  not  eotenef 
them  by  pre-emption  ri^ht,  is  a  technical  one.  AU 
he  asks  is  preiimption  rights  to  these  tracts.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  serious  objection  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
bill,  provided  it  is  properly  guarded.  I  have  my 
doubts  as  to  whether  a  safe,  under  an  order  of  im 
probate  court,  of  a  prei^mption  right,  would  be  at 
all  valid — ^whether  it  would  transfer  anything  at 
all.  Under  the  preemption  laws,  I  believe,  the 
representatives  or  the  deceased  may  or  may  ooi 
enter.  The  preemption  ri^ht  accrues  to  his  rep- 
resentatives, to  his  administrators,  or  to  his 
widow.  Now,  if  their  ri£htB  should  be  protected 
in  this  bill  by  an  amendment,  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  it.  As  to  the  small  fraction  of  land 
adjoining  these  purchases,  which  the  Senatormen- 
tions,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  roan*s 
entering  it,  whether  he  has  or  hna  not  a  preemp- 
tion right,  unless  somebody  else  has  a  preemption 
right  to  it.  If  there  is  no  preemption  right  to  it, 
then  he  can  enter,  or  any  other  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  enter,  that  hind  by  paying  the 
money  for  it  at  the  land  office. 

Suppose  this  bill  shall  pass,  authoriung  Mr. 
McManus  to  enter  this  quantity  of  land,  not  to 
exceed  eight  hundred  acres;  and  suppose  the 
representatives,  or  the  widow,  or  whosoever  un- 
der the  preiimption  law  is  entitled  to  enter  the 
land,  ^ould  go  to  the  land  office,  make  the  necM- 
sary  proofs,  and  present  the  money:  there  would 
be  a  difficulty.  I  see  this  difficulty  in  the  »'ay; 
but  if  the  rights^of  these  parties  are  guarded  by  as 
amendment,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  iL 

Mr.  DOWNS.  There  is  a  provision  in  the  bffl 
in  regard  to  the  rights  of  other  parties.  If  ^ 
Senator  will  allow  the  bill  to  be  read  sgaio,  he 
will  see  that  the  rights  of  all  the  other  parties  are 
sufficiently  secured. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  would  like  to  mquire  what 
the  difficulty  is  in  the  way  of  this  person  enjoying 
the  right  now  to  buy  the  land  at  Govefomeni 
price  ?    Can  he  not  purchase  it  now  at  >1  25  pff 


acre." 


Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  know  what  the  diffi- 
culty is,  but  I  can  state  several  that  may  exi»t 
There  are  many  restrictions  and  limitations  id  tiie 
preemption  laws.    One  is,  that  if  a  man  owns  a 


certain  quanUty  of  land  beoides  that  for  which  he 
claims  a  preemption  right*  Ke  cannot  enjoy  jne 
benefit  of  a  preemption  ri^ht.  That  may  be  tfce 
case  with  this  man,  for  hse  may  «vn  ™®"^^ 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  besides,  in* 
would  be  one  objection.    ^Thsre  may  be  otners. 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


493 


He  may  come  within  some  of  the  other  exceptions 
made  in  the  preemption  laws;  and  he  asks  that 
any  exceptions  of  that  kind  lyiay  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  make  his 
fiury.     He  has  what  is  unusual— H  statement  of 
a  /arge  number  of  his  neighbors,  some  of  the  most 
respectable  persons.  Judge  Scott  among  the  num- 
ber, in  the  neighborhood,  confirming  his  state- 
ments, that  nolx>dy  has  any  conflicting  claim — 
that  he  has  purchased  two  rights  and  a  small  frac- 
tion of  vacant  land  adjoining,  to  all  of  which  he 
wishes  his  title  confirmed.     He  cannot  enter  the 
eight  hundred  acres  under  the  preemption  taws, 
b^nse  tliey  do  not  extend  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  and  there  may  be  some  diili- 
eulty  arising  from  the  transfer,  although  it  is  an 
everyday  occurrence  in  our  State.    In  Louisiana 
they  are  recognized  as  property,  and  sold  at  pri- 
vate aaJe  for  what  they  are  worth ;  and  it  may 
very  well  happen  that  though  the  original  parties 
holding  the  ns^ht  of  preemption  were  not  disquali- 
fied to  make  the  entry,  yet  the  person  who  bought 
in  good  faith,  because  he  had  more  land,  was  pre- 
vented from  making  the  entry. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  observe  by  the  reading  of  the 
bill  a  second  time,  that  this  land  is  situated  within 
the  Greensburg  district  of  Louisiana.  That  is 
one  of  the  districts  in  which  there  has  been  here- 
tofore very  gr«it  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  survey 
of  lands;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  recol- 
lection of  the  matter,  there  was  an  investigation 
made  some  two  or  three  sessions  ago,  and  the 
whole  r^on  of  land  in  that  district  was  with- 
drawn from  sale;  so  that  no  person  can  enter  land 
within  that  district  under  any  circumstances,  with 
or  without  preemption  rights.  I  may  not  be  en- 
tirely accurate  in  this  respect,  but  1  think  I  am. 
If  that  is  so,  the  provisions  of  this  bill  would  seem 
to  be  designed  to  enable  the  entry  to  be  made  in  a 
region  where  entries  cannot  be  made,  with  oP  with- 
out a  preemption  right;  but  if  the  land  is- open  for 
sale  in  that  district,  then  I  do  not  see,,  from  any- 
thing which  has  been  presented  here,  the  djjficulty 
of  this  McManus  now  going  without  any  pre- 
emption, and  making  a  purchase  of  the  land.  He 
can  purchase  it  if  it  is  open  to  purchase.  If  it  is 
not  open  to  purchase,  we  ought  to  understand  a 
little  better  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
case  than  we  do  now  before  we  pass  this  bill.  I 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  until  Friday  next.  ^ 

Mr.  DOWNS.     It  is  unnecessary  to  postpone 
the  bill,  because  the  matter  can  be  just  as  well  un- 
derstood now  as  at  any  other  time.    There  can 
certainly  be  no  such  difficulty  as  is  suggested  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
in  regard  to  defective  surveys.    It  is  true  that  there 
have  been  many  defective  surveys  of  the  lands  in 
that  district,  and  there  has  been  ^eat  trouble  aris- 
ing otit  of  that.    Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  that 
this  person  has  not  been  able  to  enter  these  lands 
before.     It  may  be  that  the  survey  of  that  neigh- 
borhood has  not  been  completed,  and  he  has  not 
been  able  to  enter  his  lands;  but  the  bill  itself  pre- 
vents all  difficulties  of  that  kind,  because  it  pro- 
vides that  he  shall  have  a  right  to  make  this  entry 
only  aAer  a  duly-authenticated  survey  shall  have 
been  made  of  this  township  and  returned.  There- 
fore he  cannot  enter  the  lands  until  the  surveys  are 
made.    I  would  mention  here  that  I  understand 
most  of  the  errors  in  these  surveys  have  been  cor- 
rected, so  that  the  surveys  are  now  pretty  correct. 
I  believe  it  is  true  that  at  one  time  sales  were 
stopped,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  refunded;  but 
even  if  the  lands  are  open  to  purchase,  the  party 
is  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  preemption  right 
for  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
this  land  is  more  than  that. 

He  would  not  ask  for  a  preemption,  if  he  could 
enter  the  lands.  ]f  he  could  do  that  he  would  not 
■sk — he  would  Jiot  need  the  interposition  of  Con- 
(rcss.  The  omeet  is  to  enter  the  land  before  it  is 
offered  at  public  sale.  This  man  has  bought  at 
^bate  sale,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
two  purchases;  he  has  gone  on  them,  and  culti- 
vated them,  and  if  we  decide  now,  that  he  cannot 
have  a  preemption  under  such  circumstances,  we 
decide  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  laws  of  the 
Stale  in  which  he  resides.  By  some  of  the  decis- 
ions of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana  thjBse  in- 
choate rights  nave  been  recognized.  It  is  a  ytry 
frequent  thing  there  for  these  rights  to  be  sold 
It  probate  sale.  If  you  refuse  to  pass  this  bill 
■ov,  his  house,  his  land  which  he  has  cultivated, 


may  be  taken  from  him,  and  occupied  by  some- 
boa  y  else. 

It  seems  to  me  he  presents  a  fair  and  reasonable 
case.  Our  policy  has  been,  that  persons  who  go 
on  the  public  lands,  in  good  fniih,  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  them,  should  have  preemption  rights. 
I  do  not  thmk  I  have  seen  a  stronger  case  than 
this.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  facts,  that 
there  is  no  conflicting  claim.  Accompanying  Mr. 
McManus 's  memonal,  is  a  certificate  from  his 
neighbors,  signed  by  Judge  Scott  among  others, 
sustaining  what  he  asserts  in  his  memorial,  and 
they  state  that  they  know  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  acouire  a  title  by  bein^  allowed  to  en- 
ter his  tracts  by  way  of  preempuon.  These  are 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  necessity  for  postponing  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  1  wish  to  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Louisiana  a  single  question  ?  Is  there 
any  plat  or  survey  of  the  land  where  this  claim  is 
situated?  Is  it  ascertained  at  the  Department, 
whether  there  is  any  other  cledm  that  can  come  in 
conflict  with  this.^  I  do  not  understand  that  there 
is  any  plat  of  this  land  deposited  in  the  Genera] 
Land  Office. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  know  of  any  conflict; 
I  do  not  know  of  any  information  before  the  com- 
mittee on  th»t  subject.  But  I  think  there  is  no 
conflict,  because  if  there  was  a  conflict,  it  would 
be  likely  to  be  known  to  his  neighbors,  and  there 
was  a  statement  accompanying  the  petition  from 
a  number  of  his  neighbors,  stating  that  they  knew 
of  no  conflict  and  or  no  objection  to  his  request. 

Mr.  WALKER.  "  For  one,  my  opinion  is  that 
this  bill  ought  to  be  further  considered.  If  I  un- 
derstand it,  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  this: 
The  land  can  now  be  entered  at  private  entry,  and 
this  is  a  proposition  to  extend  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  one  individual  beyond  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  up  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred 
acres.  If  the  land  cannot  be  entered  at  private 
entry,  then  this  is  a  proposition  to  take  this  indi- 
vidual case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  law  as  it 
now  exists,  and  to  give  nim  the  right  of  entering 
his  land  when  no  other  person  in  the  neighborhood 
has  the  same  riffht.  •• 

Mr.  DOWlfS.  If  any  other  person  in  flie 
neighborhood  purchased  from  the  original  settler 
having  a  legal  title,  he  would  have  the  same  ri^ht. 
It  is  because  no  other  person  is  in  the  same  situ- 
ation, that  he  asks  this  privilege. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  After  reading  the 
report  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  justness  of 
the  claim;  but  I  am  also  exceedingly  anxious  to 
ascertain  precisely  what  the  claim  is.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  papers  in  the  case  to  show  whether 
or  not  eight  hundred  acres  is  the  claim.  Hence, 
if  we  give  him  a  right  to  enter  eight  hundred  acres 
it  may  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  There  is  a  provision  in  the  bill, 
that  this  shall  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
others. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  hope  the  motion  to  postpone 
until  next  Friday  will  be  agreed  to,  in  order  that 
we  may  inquire  at  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
ascertain  precisely  what  the  claim  is,  what  are  its 
limits,  what  are  its  bounds,  and  whether  any 
other  claim  can  interfere  with  it.  When  that  shall 
have  been  satisfactorily  ascertained,  I  suppose 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  bill.  Certamly  I 
shall  have  none.  • 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

COL.  D.  D.  MITCHELL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell, 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  pay  oflfand 
satisfy  the  judgment  obtained  in  the  name  of  Man- 
uel A.  Harmony,  a^nst  Lieut.  Col.  David  D. 
Mitchell,  in  the  circuit  court  for  St.  Louis  county, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  the  year  1851. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflaira 
was  reaa.  The  facts  of  the  case  appear  to  be 
these:  David  D.  Mitchell  was  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  regiment  of  Missouri  volunteers  command- 
ed by  Col.  A.  M.  Doniphan,  which  regiment  was 
ordered  to  march  on  New  Mexico.  Oii  the  march 
to  Chihuahua,  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell  received  from 
his  superior  officer.  Col.  Doniphan, an  order  which 
he  executed  by  issuing  an  order  from  the  camp 
below  £1  Paso,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1847, 


directing  Harmony  A  Co.,  with  their  teams  and 
men,  to  fall  in  the  rear,  and  all  persons  in  their 
employ  to  be  enrolled  in  the  army.  This  order 
was  observed  until  the  army  arrived  at  Chihuahua. 
For  thus  executing  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
officer,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  D.Mitchell,  aflrr  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  bein^  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  the  year  1849,  an  action  of  law  was  commenced 
against  him  in  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  for 
said  seizure.  He  employed  counsel  to  defend' the 
suit.  They  were  aided  by  the  district  attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district,  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  Government.  A  judgment  was 
rendered  against  Mr.  Mitchell  for  about  |^5,000. 
The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  inves- 
tigated the  case,  with  the  intention  of  taking  it  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  but  finding  no  ground  to 
justify  the  proceeding,  it  was  abandoned.  Col. 
Alitchell  being  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  having  no  property  in  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
a  copy  of  the  record  was  sent  to  Missouri,  and  a 
suit  was  instituted  on  the  juderoeni  obtained  ^ 
New  York.  This  suit  was  defended  by  thAiis- 
trict  attorney  of  the  United  States,  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  Attorney  General,  and  aUo  by 
able  counsel  employed  by  Coh  Mitchell.  The 
result  was  a  judgment  ugamst  him  for  upwards  of 
$103,000,  under  which  his  property  is  Hable  to 
sale  and  he  to  pecuniary  ruin,  for  having  honestly 
and  faithfully  obeyed  his  superior  oflker,  in  time 
of  war,  in  the  country  of  a  hostile  nation.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  committee  were  miani- 
mously  of  opinion  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  bound  to  relieve  Lieut.  CoK 
Mitchell  from  said  judgment. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed:        * 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Irwin; 

A  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  continuance 
of  the  work  upon  the  two  wings  of  the  Ciq>itol; 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  claim  of  John  Irvin  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land  on  the  Bastrop  Claim; 

A  bill  for  the  relt%f  of  M.  K.  Warrin^n,and 
G.  St.  John  Chubb,  executors  of  Captam  Lewis 
Warrington; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  P.  Gardner;  ami 

A  bill  for  the  relief  William  A.  Richmond. 

The  resolution  to  establish  certain  mail-routes 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  - 

CLAIM  FOR  THE  OCCUPATIOl*  OP  RET  WEST. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Simontonwas 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committer 
of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  audit  and  settle  the 
claims  of  Jonn  W.  Siroonton  and  others,  owners 
of  the  Island  of  Key  West,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
on  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  on  account  of 
its  occupancy  by  the  Grovemment  of  the  United 
States  as  a  naval  and  military  post  during  the 
years  1833,  '24,  ^25,  and  'S6;  that  in  settling  it 
upon  these  principles  they  shall  ascertain,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  the  benents  and  advantages  whicn 
accrued  to  the  United  States  from  the  occupancy 
of  the  Island,  and  also  the  iniuries  which  resulted 
to  the  owners,  and. to  pay  the  same  out  of  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  not  goin^  to  any  a  word 
against  the  bill,  but  I  want  to  mquire  whether, 
under  that  phraseology  of  paying  money  "on 
principles  or  justice  and  equity, "  the  Department 
will  or  will  not  pay  interest?  I  understond  that, 
under  the  same  phraseology  in  other  bills,  a  very 
large  sum  of  money  for  interest  has  been  paid ;  and 
as  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  the  other  day,  indicated 
that  they  would  not  pay  interest  on  a  claim  clearly 
due,  1  want  to  know  whether  they  will  pay  in- 
terest in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  MALLORY.  All  of  the  facts  involved  in 
the  bill  are  set  forth  in  the  report.  I  ask  that  »he 
report  may  be  read,  as  Senators  may  not  be  famil- 
iar with  the  facts;  ^iid  then  I  shall  answer  the  Sena- 
tor's question. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Florida 
will  consent  to  the  postponement  of  this  bill.  As 
it  stands  now,  in  iu  present  shape,  I  feel  bound  to 
vote  against  it*    I  would  like  to  have  an  oppor- 
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tunity  of  looking  into  the  caae.    I  hope  it  will  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  I  certainly  did  not  expect  to 
hear  the  slightest  word  of  opposition  to  this  bill. 
If  there  ever  was  a  case  presented  to  Cone^ress  de- 
serving attention,  it  is  this.  This  is  a  dear  case 
of  the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use, 
without  making  any  compensation  therefor,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  compensation  has  been  withheld 
for  over  twenty  years.  The  case  has  been  twice 
be^re  Congress,  and  favorable  reports,  almost 
identically  the  same  in  words,  were  made  on  both 
occasions.  The  occupation  of  the  Island  of  Key 
West,  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  the  using 
of  private  property  for  public  purposes,  was  the 
means  of  accomplishing  important  ends  which  the 
Government  had  in  view  at  that  time,  viz:  the 
suppression  of  piracy  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
Government  fully  accomplished  its  ends,  while,  at 
the  sanoe  time,  the  objects  of  the  owners  of  the 
property  were  entirely  destroyed,  and  all  the  ben- 
efits resulting  from  the  purchase  were  delayed  for 
S;ars  and  years;  and  now  they  come  and  ask  that 
efimay  be  remunerated  for  their  property  thus 
taken.  They  demand  no  interest.  I  ajiswer  that 
question  directly.  They  probably  will  receive 
none.  They  never  expected  any.  And  this  bill 
will  fail  to  give  them  wnat  thev  were  actually  out 
of  pocket  twenty  years  ago.  llie  bill  does  not  con- 
template interest.  It  simply  contemplates  that  the 
Department  shall  give  them  dollar  for  dollar  what 
they  were  out  of  pocket  at  that  time,  and  no  more. 
The  owners  of  the  property  who  were  delayed  for 
years  and  years  in  its  enjoyment,  have  accumula- 
ted testimony.  They  have  had  great  trouble  in 
netting  the  testimony  of  officers  of  the  Navy  on 
foreign  stations,  and  in  finding  the  persons  who 
were  on  the  Island  at  the  time.  They  have  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  years,  been  able  to  complete  the 
testimony.  It  is  very  clear  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  the  case.  The  fiicts  are  set  forth  in  detail 
in  the  report  which  has  been  read.  4  trust  there 
will  be  no  opposition  to  it.       - 

The  bill  does  not,  as  I  understand,  justify  the 
Department  in  pajring  interest.  It  certainly  calls 
for  none.  On  principles  of  justice  and  equity  the 
loss  of  the  property  of  these  parlies  by  the  occu- 
pation of  the  Island,  the  stock  that  was  killed,  the 
interference  with  the  sale  of  the  property  at  th£ 
time,  ou^ht  to  be  taken  into  consideration;  but  I 
do  not  thinlc  that  interest  will  be  allowed. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  oppose  this 
bill  now,  and  perhaps  I  should  not  oppose  it  if  it 
were  laid  over  for  a  week.  But  after  the  history 
of  the  legislation  of  this  Congress  for  the  last  few 
years,  I  never  will  go  for  sending  a  claim  for  con- 
se<}ueotial  damages  which  is  so  great  that  the  com- 
mittee refrain  from  expressing  an  opinion,  to  one 
of  the  Executive  officers  with  directions  to  settle 
it  on  principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

That  is  my  objection  to  this  bill.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  these  very  instructions  to  settle  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  eouity  were  given  in  the  bill 
for  the  settlement  of  the  famous  Galphin  claim,  on 
which  ^,000  or  ^,000  interest  was  allowed. 
There  is  a  precedent.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the 
phraseology  of  the  two  bills  is  exactly  the  same. 

Now,  if  these  gentlemen  owning  this  real  estate 
have  been  injur^,  no  matter  how  great  may  be 
the  amount,  I  am  for  paying  what  they  have  suf- 
fered, if  it  is  a  million  of  dollars.  But  I  am  un- 
willing to  turn  away  from  Congress  claimants  who 
come  here  with  claims  (or  consequential,  remote, 
unliquidated  damages,  and  turning  the  matter  over 
to  the  Department  to  settle  their  claims  **  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,"  without  giving 
the  accounting  officers  some  directions,  some  qual- 
ifications, some  limitations  upon  which  they  are  to 
settle  them.  It  is  this  loose  way  of  doing  business 
to  which  I  object.  I  hope  the  ^nator  will  consent 
to  let  this  bill  lie  over  for  a  week.  Then  we  may 
possibly  be  able  to  understand  it  better. 

After  a  few  words  of  conversation  on  this  sug- 
gestion, the  Senate  adjourned. 


•    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Febrtutry  6,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o^lock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  THURSTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented joint  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  island  in  fitvor  of  the  retention  of  the  act 


abolishing  flogging  in  the  Navy;  and  also  for 
abolishing  the  spirit  ration  in  all  naval  ships  and 
navy-yards;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Navad  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia, 
leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of 
the  House  the  memorial  of  James  Pitman,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  claim  prosecuted  before  the 
proper  Department. 

EXTENSION  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  McNAIR,  from  the  committee  on  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Capitol,  asked  leave  to  report  a  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  that  is  a  report 
from  a  committee,  it  may  take  up  the  entire  day 
with  its  discussion.  I  object  to  it,  and  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  of 
taking  up  the  bill  for  the  assignability  of  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  It  will  not  take  up  five  minutes. 
I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  information. 

It  was  read  by  the  Clerk  as  follows: 

Reiolvedf  That  the  commlnee  appointed  to  examine  Into 
the  flrmnen  and  stability;  fcc,  ot  the  ToundMions  for  the 
extension  of  the  Canitol,  be  aathorized  to  tend  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  ana  to  examine  witnesses  under  oath. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  may 
be  put  on  its  passage;  and  upon  that  Question  I  ask 
the  previous  question. 

^  Mr.  JONES.  I  have  not  withdrawn  my  objec- 
tion to  the  introduction  of  the  resolution.  I  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HENN.  I  hope  the  House  will  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar.  That  Calendar  is  now  getting  full,  and 
it  is  very  necessary  that  some  of  the  buls  should 
be  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  beins  a  special  order 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oii  the  state  of 
the  Union,  a  motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  that  committee  will  take  precedence  of  a  mo- 
tion to  go'  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
^pvate  Calendar. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  At  the  sug^tion  of  several  gen- 
tlemen around  me,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection 
to  the  resolution  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  now  move  to  put  the  resolu- 
tion upon  its  passage;  and  upon  that  motion  I  call 
theprevious  question. 

Tiie  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put  upon  the  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PENNIMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

A88IGNABIUTT  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  If  that  motion  pre- 
vail, what  will  be  the  order  of  business? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  for  the  assigna- 
bility of  land  warrants  will  first  come  before  the 
committee,  that  being  the  special  order. 

Mr.  STANTON.''  Can  we  not  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar?  I 
thought  this  was  private  bill  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  make  that  motion; but  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
3ie  Union  on  the  special  order,  will  take  prece- 
dence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
go  into  committee;  and  on  a  division  there  were — 
ayes  82,  noes  18 — ^no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CLINGM AN  called  for  tellers;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Fowler  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  98,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  upon  the  special  orders,  (Mr.  Olds  in  the 
chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  before  the 
committee  is  the  special  order,  being  Senate  bill 
No.  146,  making  land  warrants  assignable,  and  for 
other  purposes.     When  the  committee  rose  on 


j  yesterday,  there  were  pending,  first,  the motioD  of 
t  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jokh]  to 
strike  out  all  of  4be  bill  aAer  the  first  sectkm;  sec- 
ond,  the  amenditi'ent  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  DtnfHAM]  to  strike  out  the  second  sectioo 
and  msert  as  a  substitute  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  select  committee;  third,  tlie 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sackett]  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
**seven,'*  in  the  sixth  line  of  the  second  section, 
and  insert  **on  each  hind  warrant  of  forty  acret, 
fifty  cents;  for  each  land  warrant  of  eighty  acres, 
|1 ;  and  for  each  land  warrant  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  |2;''  and  fourth,  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Alluox]  to 
reduce  one  half  the  compensation  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sackbtt.]  The 
first  amendment  pending  is  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Allison.] 

Mr.  SACfKETT.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
the  amendment  proposed  by  me  reduces  already 
the  compensation  one  half,  and  is  so  guarded  ai 
to  make  t)ie  percentage  equal  on  all  classes  of 
warrants. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  discussion  ii 
in  order.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Allisox] 
to  the  amendment. 

Several  Membkrs.     Read  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  proridei 
for  reducing  the  compensation  of  registers  and 
receivers  one  half. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend* 
ment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Saceitt,] 
to  strike  out  all  afler  the  word  **  seven"  in  the 
sixth  line,  and  to  insert  **  on  each  land  warrant 
of  forty  acres,  fiAy  cents;  for  each  land  warrant 
of  eighty  acres,  $1;  and  for  each  land  warrant  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  $2." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend* 
ment  was  hot  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dcv- 
HAM,]  to  strike  out  and  insert,  (as  reported  yester- 
day;) and  being  put,  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Joms,]  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  bill  after  the  first  section  as  • 
a&ended. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  teflers. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Before  that  Question  is  taken 

I  wish  to  ofifer  an  amendment.   Tne  fourth  section 

of  the  bill  was  read  as  follows: 

8bc  .  4.  Jind  bt  itjwrtktr  enaeltd.  That  in  all  cuef  wben 
the  militia  or  volunteers,  or  State  troops  of  any  State  or 
Territory,  were  called  into  military  »ervicc,  and'wtios*  «- 
vices  have  been  paid  by  the  United  States,  sti^fleqomt  to 
the  18th  Jane,  18L2,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  such  militia, 
volunteers  or  troops,  shall  be  entitled  tn  all  Ibe  benefit  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  grantiof  bounty  land  to  cfnua 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  enfafed  in  the  militvy 
service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  Beptenber  98, 
I85U,  and  shall  receive  lands  for  thev  servlees  accordiai  to 
the  provisions  of  said  act,  upon  proof  of  length  oftenricfM 
therein  required ;  and  that  the  lost  proviso  of  the  nindi  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  11th  of  Februan*,  1847,  be,  tod  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed :  ProvUedy  That  notbins  hrrein 
contained  shall  authorize  bounty  land  to  those  wno  baft 
heretofore  received  or  become  eiititied  to  the  same. 

I  propose  to  insert  afler  the  word  "TVJfyi''  i"*^ 
eleventh  line  of  the  fourth  section,  as  follows: 

And  sudi  other  persons  as  may  have  peribrmed  volan- 
tary  military  senrice  in  del^ndiuf  their  hooiet  on  the  Soo- 
tier of  the  Republic  against  Indian  invasion. 

Mr,  STEPHENS,  of  Georpa.  Do  I  under- 
stand  the  frentleman  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Is  the  fourth  section  now 
under  consideration  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  tfcil 
all  the  remaining  sections  are  undCT  consideration 
in  consequence  of  the  motion  made  to  strike  oat 
all  those  sections. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  How,  then,  will  it  be  if  a 
motion  is  hereafter  made  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
tion ?    Can  we  go  back  to  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  that 
the  motion  to  strike  out  all  after  the  first  section 
brings  up  the  consideration  of  all  the  rcmainuig 
sections,  and  .  , 

Mr.  CARTTER.    With  the  permisston  of  the 

Chair,  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Creor* 
gia  [Mr.  SrcracNt]  that  the  motion  lo  strike  out 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


495 


I 


all  after  the  first  eection  brings  up  all  the  other  sec- 
tioDs  for  ameadment.  Genuemen  hare  indicated 
DO  purpose  to  make  anv  further  amendment  to  the 
third  section,  and  therefore  amendments  are  in  or- 
der to  all  the  subsequent  sections. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opmion 
that  if  an  amendment  is  offered  to  the  third  sec- 
tion, it  takes  preference  over  an  amendment  to  the 
fourth  section. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  It  wUl  be  perceived,  by  an 
examination  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  that 
it  contemplates  the  bestowal  of  lands  upon  persons 
who  have  been  temporarily  called  into  service,  and 
were  paid  bv  the  United  States.  Now,  the  class 
of  persons  denominated  in  the  amendment  which 
1  have  just  submitted  to  the  committee,  are  a  class 
who  Have  rendered  a  similar,  if  not  a  superior 
kind  of  military  service,  but  who  have  not  been 
paid  by  the  United  States.  The  object  of  this 
fourth  section,  as  I  understand  it,  is  especially  to 
make  a  provision  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who 
have  been  involved  in  the  Cherokee  war.  It  com- 
prehends, practically,  the  history  of  that  war. 

Most  of  the  members  of  this  House  are  aware 
how  much  that  war  has  already  cost  us;  and  they 
are  also  aware  how  abundantly  the  contributions 
of  Florida  to  that  war  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
national  Treasury;  and  all  that  1  claim  is,  that 
while  you  are  continuing  to  feed  this  demand 
upon  the  pubHc  Treasury  by  continually  extend- 
ing grants  out  of  that  Treasury  in  that  quarter,  you 
wul  just  remember  a  hardy  set  of  men  who  ha^ 
retired  upon  the  advancement  of  population  from 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  west;  and  holding  their 
enn  in  one  hand  and  their  axe  in  the  other,  have 
defended  their  households  from  the  presence  of  a 
destructive  and  merciless  enemy — a  class  of  men 
as  much  superior  in  all  the  elements  of  practical 
service  to  this  country,  to  the  class  of  men  sought 
to  be  remunerated  in  this  bill,  as  is  imaginable;  a 
class  of  men  who  have  constituted  your  frontier 
fortifications  with  their  naked  breasts,  and  upon 
their  personal  prowess  and  personal  responsibility, 
as   civilization  has  advanced  from  tne  East  to 
the  West,  and  from  the  North  to  the  South.    It  is 
the  hunting-shirts  that  the  amendment  proposes  to 
reward — ^men  who  never  have  carried  a  military 
cockade  m  their  caps  perchance,  but  who  have  car- 
ried their  rifles  in  their  hands,  loaded  ready  for 
■ervice— the  minute  men  of  the  West — men  who 
haye  not  only  defended  it  from  the  invasion  of  the 
enemy,  but  have  prepared  it  for  the  occupation  of 
civilization.    That  is  the  class  of  men  I  contem- 
plate in  the  amendment  I  have  offered;  and  I  hope 
that  the  military  chivalry  which  is  at  the  bottom 
of  this  aifair,  will  enlarge  the  compass  of  their 
benevolence  a  little,  and  for  one  period  relax  their 
military  drill  and  comprehend  this  irregular  force—* 
this  Tolunteer  force — this  force  that  marched  under 
the  command  of  the  impulses  of  their  hearts,  and 
who  fired  without  the  order  to  fire.   [Laughter.] 
PThe  Speaker's  hammer  here  fell.] 
Mr  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  am  opposed  t6 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  will  adopt  an  amendment  to  his 
amendment. 
Mr-  CARTTER.  Yes,  any  reasonable  one. 
Mr.  HALL.  It  is  to  include  those  who  were 
called  out  to  defond  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  from 
the  savages  of  Iowa  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Certainly,  if  they  belong  to 
my  platoon .    Are  they  of  my  kind  ? 

Mr.  HALL.    The  only  difierence  is,  that  his 
are  red  savages  and  mine  are  white.    [Laughter.] 
The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  COBB..  I  will  inform  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  who  talks  about  the 

Cherokee  war,  that 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  no  amendment 
pending. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  strike  out,  in  the  sixth 
line,  the  word  **and,*'  and  insert,  after  the  word 
aoldierst  the  words  "and  teamsters."  I  think 
gentlemen  have  spoken  of  the  number  of  individ- 
uals whom  this  section  was  intended  to  provide 
for,  as  being  individuals  who  were  sent  a^nst 
the  Cherokee  Indians.  If  I  have  read  the  history 
of  that  war  correctly,  those  Cherokee  Indians 
were  our  allies.  It  is  not,  of  course,  designed  to 
provide  /or  men  engaged  in  such  a  war.  It  is 
proper  I  should  state  that  the  fourth  section  of 


this  bill  proposes  to  provide  for  a  portion  of  the 
army  that  the  biH  of  1850  contemplated  to  provide 
for.  When  that  bounty  land  bill  was  un(^r  con- 
sideration, every  inch  of  this  ground  was  foueht 
over.  Classes  of  persons  proposed  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  amendment  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill,  were  endeavored  to  be  provided  for  in  the  bill 
of  1850,  but  from  the  construction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  they  have,  many  of  them,  been 
excluded.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  construction 
was  an  improper  one;  but  notwithstanding  it  is  so, 
they  can  now  be  provided  for  by  a  law,  such  a 
one  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  inserted  iathe  fourth 
section  of  this  bill.  It  is  true  that  while-it  is  pro- 
posed to  amend  this  law — this  explanatory  law — 
so  as  to  embrace  that  portion  of  the  military  sol- 
diers whom  we  intended  to  have  provided  ^r  in 
the  law  of  1850,  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  add 
a  few  more.  For  my  own  part  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  shall  vote  for  the  fourth  section  as  it 
stands,  and  I  will  say  to  the  honorable  gentleman^ 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  who  proposes  to  pro-* 
vide  for  the  frontier  soldier  who  took  his  axe  in 
the  one  hand  and  his  gun  in  the  other,  that  I  am 
to  williiif  to  vote  for  a  provision  in  the  bill  to  give 
each  of  those  individuals  a  quarter  section  of  land . 
Voices.  "Gtood!"  "Gfood!"  "Good!" 
Mr.  C . ,  (continuing. )  I  shall  vote  for  that  meas- 
ure when  it  comes  up;  and  then  we  shall  be  able 
to  provide  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  according  to  the 
proposition  he  has  made;  but  inasmuch  as  it  has 
passed  away,  it  is  not  within  my  province  to 
speak  of  it  at  this  time.  But  as  to  my  amend- 
ment: I  do  not  see  any  ?ood  reasons  why  teams- 
ters should  not  be  provided  for  in  this  bill.  I  have 
been  appealed  to,  to  make  provision  for  this  class 
of  individuals,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  rendered  efficient  service  to  the 
country  in  the  way  of  their  employment,  in  driv- 
ing through  the  enemy's  country;  and  to  have 
encountered  great  dangers  in  traveling  through 
such  country,  as  much  so  as  the  soldier  who  had 
his  musket  upon  his  shoulder.  I  think  they  should 
be  provided  for,  therefore  I  propose  the  amend- 
ment, which  I  hope  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  rise  not  for  the  purpose 
of  arguing  this  question.  It  is  manifest  to  the 
House,  and  to  every  gentleman  of  the  House 
friendly  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land 
ofiices,  that  they  cannot,  in  connection  with  this 
bill,  effect  their  obiect.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
the  recipients  of  4he .  bounty  land  act  of  1850,  in 
consequence  of  ^  land  warrants  not  being  as- 
signable, have  sold  them  for  one  hundred  per  cent, 
less  than  they  otherwise  would  have  done.  And ' 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  to  gentlemen 
in  favor  of  paying  the  registersand  receivera,  this 
view  of  the  case.  They  differ  amon^  themselves. 
Gentlemen,  representing^  in  part  registera  and  re- 
ceivera, are  debating  this  question  upon  the  floor 
of  Ihis  House  day  afler  day.  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  ceasing  their  efibrts,  as  they  con- 
flict with  each  other,  and  let  us  pass  this  bill, 
whii^h  is  important.  And  I  would  suggest  to 
them  the  furtJier  propriety  of  haying  a  select  com- 
mittee upon  the  subject  of  payine  land  registera 
and  receivera,  to  be  constituted  of  membera  from 
the  sections  of  the  country  interested  in  it;  and  if 
upon  a  report  by  them  to  the  House  they  can 
show  that  the  Government  is  either  directly  or  in- 
directly bound  to  pay  them,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be  done.  I  feel  willing  to  vote  pay  to  them,  and 
if  I  commit  an  error  in  voting  upon  the  claims  of 
private  individuals,  I  always  prefer  to  commit  that 
error  in  finvor  of  the  individual  in  preference  to 
the  Grovernment.  But  it  is  impossible  to  pass 
that  provision  in  connection  with  this  bill;  and 
the  simple  object  I  had  in  rising,  was  to  appeal  to 
the  House  to  let  us  take  the  vote  upon  making 
land  warrants  assignable,  and  upon  repealing  that 

f>rovision  of  the  act  of  1850  which  confines  their 
ocation  to  lands  actually  surveyed .  The  firat  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  contains  all  the  provisions  that  I 
desire,  and  I  hope  that  the  committee  will  take 
the  question  at  once. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
of  Mr.  Cobb,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    I  move  to 

strike  out  in  the  fourth  section,  from  the  third  line 

to  the  sixth,  these  words: 

<<  And  viiiose  services  have  been  paid  by  the  United  States 
subsetiuent  to  the  18th  of  June,  1812.'' 

I  do  80,  sir,  because  I  perceive  no  propriety » if 


we  are  going  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bounty 
land  act  of  1850,  in  Umiting  it  to  those  whose  ser- 
vices have  been  paid  since  1812.  1  apprehend  this 
was  put  into  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out 
from  the  operation  of  the  bounty  land  system 
those  old  veterans  who  served  in  the  Indian  cam- 
paign under  General  Wayne.  I  congratulate  my- 
self that  I  have  the  opportunity,  by  detecting  this 
thing,  to  bring  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  a  direct  vote — when  we  are  extending  bounty 
to  soldiers  who  have  served  in  the  wan  of  the 
country— on  the  proposition  to  extend  that  bounty 
to  men  who,  although  unfortunate  in  the  battle  of 
Saint  Clair,  yet  fully  redeemed  the  western  credit 
and  did  incalculable  service  to  the  West  in  subse- 
quent campaigns,  under  General  Wayne;  and  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  opposition  in  the  committee 
to  the  extending  the  act  or  system  so  as  to  em- 
brace them.        

Mr.  AVERETT.  I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
opposition  to  this  amendment;  and  mean  to  opr 
pose  every  amendment  except  the  one  striking  out 
the  whole  of  the  bill  after  the  firat  section  as 
amended.  We  are  tantalizing  those  who  were  in- 
tended to  be  the  beneficiaries  of  the  famous  **  old 
soldiera'  bill."  I  find  that  some  membera  feel 
more  regard  for  the  interests  of  receivera  and  re- 
gistera of  land  offices,  and  other  Gt)vemment  func- 
tionaries, them  tliey  do  in  the  old  soldiera,  their 
widows  and  orphans.  I  do  not,  by  the  courae  I 
take  here,  mean  to  be  underalobd  as  opposed  to  all 
of  the  propositions  offered  as  amendments  to  this 
bill.  There  are  some  of  them  I  feel  inclined  to 
vote  for.  But  they  oueht  to  come  h^e  upon  their 
own  wheels,  instead  oimaking  an  omnibus  of  our 
bill,  providing  for  the  transfer  of  the  laud  war- 
rants to  which  no  one  objects.  I  appeal  to  the 
House  to  allow  the  seventy  or  eighty  thousand 
persons  who  have  received  land  warrants  under 
the  act  of  1850,  to  make  use  of  them  in  buying 
what  they  want.  If  the  bill  which  went  through 
this  House  l^helast  session  had  been  passed,  there 
are  those  now  in  my  district  who  would  have  laid 
out  the  value  of  the  warrants  in  buying  the  meat 
that  is  to  sustedn  them  for  the  present  year.  There 
are  numbers  who  would  have  made  use  of  them 
iathe  purchase  of  their  sugar,  cofi*ee,  iron,  salt,  and 
other  necessaries  of  life.  Allow  them  that,  and 
then  you  can  proceed  to  act  upon  other  bills.  Let 
each  proposition  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  If 
gentlemen  are  afraid  to  test  them  upon  their  own 
merits;  and  if  they  are  determined  to  burden  this 
bill  down  with  them,  it  is  evident  they  possess  no 
merits.  I  hope  the  committee  will  vote  di>wn  every 
one  of  them,  and  let  us  pass  this  bill.  We  will 
not  necessarily  cut  off*  these  rasters  and  receivers 
by  this  courae  of  proceeding,  from  whatever  they 
are  justly  entitled^  to.  I  believe  the  Senate  will 
pass  our  bill,  simply  making  the  warrants  assign* 
able,  as  provided  m  this  firat  section  as  amended. 
I  do  not  oelieve  the  Senate  will  again,  and  for  the 
third  time,  defeat  this  popular  measure,  by  riding 
it  to  death  with  extraneous  mattera. 

Mr.  HALL.  Is  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  then  move  to  amend  the  words 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  eentleman  from 
kentucky  by  striking  out  **  1812,  'and  inserting 
instead  tne  words  **subsequent  to  1800." 

Mr.  H.  If  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  be 
right  in  supposing  the  {clause  in  the  bill  would  ex- 
clude those  men  who  served  under  General  Wayne, 
I  am  perfectly  willing  there  shall  be  a  provision 
inserted  to  cover  them.  I  am,  however,  of  the 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  is  wrong  in  the  suppo- 
sition that  this  class  would  be  excluded  under  that 
clause,  and  if  the  gentleman  will  reflect 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  clause  ex- 
cludes all  anterior  to  the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  only  want  to  say  this,  that  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  cannot  have 
considered  the  eflect  of  this  provision,  for  if  I  un- 
deratand  the  matter  right  he  otherwise  would  not 
have  proposed  it. 

Mr.  STEIPHENS.  It  is  not  in  the  House  bill, 
but  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  underetand  that  he  proposes  te 
give  bounty  lands  to  all  those  whose  services  were 
not  paid  for  by  the  United  States.  Now,  who 
will  this  clause  embrace  ?  T  have  not  read  the 
amendment  distinctly,  but  1  tlpnk  it  will  embrace 
all  those  called  out  in  the  Mormon  war,  and  all 
those  called  out  in  the  Iowa  war. 
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Mr.  STEPHENS.  Were  those  soldiers  the  gen- 
tleman spenks  of  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  actually  paid  ? 

Mr.  HALL.  No.  The  gentleman  from  Ken» 
tucky  proposes  that  that  clause  which  reouires 
they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  and  paid,  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  He  barely  moves  to  strike 
oat  that  which  restricta  it  to  the  war  of  1812. 
That  is  all. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  may  be  that  I  misunderstand 
it.     Let  the  amendment  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as'  reported 
above. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  words  **and  whose  services 
have  been  paid  by  the  United  States  subsequent 
to  the  18th  of  June,  1813,*'  so  as  to  make  it  read: 

^nd  be  U  further  enadedy  4'c.,  That  in  all  caaes  where 
die  uUita  or  volunteeri  or  State  troopt  of  any  State  or 
Territory  were  called  into  military  aervice,  &c. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose—^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Discussion  upon  the 
amendment  is  not  in  order,  as  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  being  accepted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  becomes  part  of  his 
amendment,  and  upon  that  amendment  the  discus- 
sion is  ended. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  and 
whose  services  have  been  paid  by  the  United 
States." 

I  only  want  to  say,  sir,  that  it  strikes  me  as  a 
very  funny  affair  to  require  that  a  man  shall  not 
have  bounty  land  unless  he  has  charged  the  Gov- 
ernment heretofore— unless  he  has  received  pay 
as  a  soldier.  We  have  a  large  number  of  people 
in  my  State  who  never  asked  the  Government  for 
a  doflar  of  pay.  A  large  number  of  the  people, 
at  a  time  of  danger,  turned  out  willingly.  A  new 
rule  is  laid  down  now,  that  a  man  ^not  to  get 
anything  unless  he  has  heretofore  gW  all  he  can 
^t  from  the  Government  for  his  services.  That 
IS  the  doctrine,  and  there  is  no  sense  or  justice  in 
it.  A  man  who  served  his  country  without  com- 
pensation, is  more  entitled  to  bounty  land  than 
those  who  came  forward  for  pay.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mar- 
shall] to  strike  out  the  words,  **  and  whose 
services  have  been  paid  by  the  United  States  sub- 
■eciuent  to  the  18tn  of  June,  1812,"  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  passed.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well 
to  insert  before  that  •*  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  so  as  not  to  include  the  soldiers  of 
Missouri,  who  were  engaged  in  the  Iowa  war.  I 
do  not  see  why  evidence  should  be  required  of  a 
soldier,  in  order  to  justify  the  ^nting  of  bounty 
land,  that  he  has  served  the  United  States  and  has 
been  actually  txiid.  He  must  have  received  pay, 
according  to  tnis,  before  he  can  get  any  bounty 
land.  He  must  already  have  had  his  hand  in  the 
Treasury  before  he  can  get  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
western  country  upon  which  to  locate  himself  in 
his  old  ag^e.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  this  bill#  If 
he  heui  given  gratuitous  services  to  his  country, 
if  he  has  turned  out  in  the  hour  of  need  and  dan- 
ger, when  he  was  prosperous  and  affluent,  and 
chose  to  demand  no  compensation  now,  that 
should  not  preclude  him  when  he  may  be  in  want 
from  receiving  under  this  bill.  1  see  no  sort  of 
reason  for  the  words  remaining  in  the  section,  and 
move  that  they  be  stricken  out;  and  I  hope  the 
committee  will  put  in  the  third  line  the  words 
••  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  so  as  to 
exclude  the  gallant  Mormon  soldiers  of  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Marshall, 

Mr.  GOODENOW  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Harris 
of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
ayes  64,  noes  69. 

So  the  amendment  wta  rejected. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  to  insert  in  the 
thirteenth  line  of  the /ourth  section,  after  the  word 
"require,"  the  following: 

And  that  the  proviffonfi  of  the  fl(\h  nection  of  the  act  of 
July  0th,  1848.  granting  three  month*  extra  pay  to  the 
•olditn  and  omoen  of  itia  Mexksn  war,  be  extuidad  so  as 


to  include  the  North  Carolina  recruits  taken  into  service  by 
Lieutenant  Jamen  W.  Tatham,  and  •di«charged  at  Fort 
Moultrie  alter  nearly  twelve  mouUid  service. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  T  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  That  amendment,  as  I  understand^  it,  is 
upon  the  subject  of  three  months'  extra  pay,  upon 
a  different  subject,  and  cannot  be  incorporated  in 
this  bill,  I  believe. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  This  I  understand  to  be  a 
bill  giving  bounty  lands  to  soldiers,  and  no  one 
will  doubt  but  what  we  might  substitute  scrip  or 
money,  as  was  formerly  done.  The  object  is  to 
give  bounly  to  the  soldier,  whether  it  be  three 
months'  extra  pay,  or  in  the  shape  of  lands.  I 
take  it  the  amendment  is  perfectly  gemuuie  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  point  of  order 
is  not  debatable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chur  supposes  that 
the  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES.  From  that  decision,  I  take  an 
'appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
question  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  The  Chair  supposes  that,  as  regards 
the  subject  of  bounty,  it  will  be  in  order  to  make 
it  either  in  money  or  land.  From  that  decision 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  JoNXtf  takes 
an  appeal.  The  question,  then  is,  **  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee?" 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Wil- 
liams were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— aves  45,  noes  66. 

So  the  aecision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  propose  to  offer  the  following 
amendment  to  the  4tn  section: 

•4iui  6e  it  further  enacteiy  That  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  September  3t^,  1850,  are  hereby  extended  to  all  mari- 
ners, marines,  flotilla  men  and  seamen,  who  have  hereto- 
fore served  with  Uie  land  forces,  in  cases  where  the  said 
persons  were  not  entitled  to  prize  money. 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  is  hereby  granted  to  all  persons 
who  were  in  any  actual  engagement  or  conflict  with  the 
enemy,  whether  the  said  persons  served  less  or  more  than 
one  month,  provided  that  said  persons  shall  not  receive 
more  than  one  bounty  land  warrant  for  bis  services  in  any 
one  war. 

Mr.  E.  I  do  not«propose  to  occupy  much  of  the 
time  of  the  committee.  The  Department  recom- 
mends both  of  these  provisions.  The  first  embraces 
those  men  who  belonged  to  the  marine  service, 
and  acted  with  the  lana  forces  on  shore,  and  who 
are  not  entitled  to  any  prize  money.  We  have  a 
precedent  for  this:  sailors  in  the  Mexican  war, 
whether  they  served  upon  land  or  not,  received 
bounty  land.  1  do  not  now  ask  the  same  thing 
should  be  extended  to  those  who  served  in  the  war 
of  1812;  but  I  ask  that  those  who  go  on  shore, 
enlist  and  serve  with  the  land  troops,  as  our  sail- 
ors did  in  1812,  and  in  the  Flonda  war,*md 
where,  by  no  possibility,  could  they  gain  any 
prize  money,  should  receive  their  bounty  land. 
This  would  benefit  General  Barney's  men,  who 
were  among  a  few  who  fought  at  Bladensbur?, 
and  yet  who  are  the  only  i)ersons  in  that  battle 
excluded  from  bounty.  I  think  this  would  be  just; 
and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  benefited  is  not 
large.  The  next  class  for  whom  I  ask  bounty 
land  is  composed  of  those  persons  who  have  been 
in  actual  battles  with  the  enemy,  whether  they 
served  a  month  or  not.  Now,  it  must  strike 
every  man's  sense  of  justice  and  notions  of  pro- 
priety, that  a  man  who  has  been  in  battle  is  as 
well  entitled  to  his  bounty  land  as  if  he  had  served 
five  years  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  neter  been  engaged  in  battle.  By  the  law  as 
it  naw  stands,  those  who  have  been  in  battle,  and 
have  served  less  than  one  month,  are  excluded 
fnftn  the  bounty. 

There  is  a  large  class  of  such  persons  in  my 
own  State,  and  m  many  of  the  Eastern  States. 
Admiral  Cockbum  lay  with  several  thousand  men 
in  Chesapeake  bay  for  a  long  time,  and  you  could 
never  tell  where  he  would  attempt  to  land.  He 
made  predatory  incursions,  burnt  towns,  and 
committed  many  acts  of  violence.  Our  people  had  ' 
to  turn  out  as  minute  men.  Thousanas  of  them  i 
never  received  a  dollar  from  the  United  States  for 


their  services.    And  yet  they  were  engaged  in 
several  warm  engagements.    Both  of  these  pro- 
visions come  recommended  by  the  Department  of  I  subject  for  special  legislation 
the  Interior— both  are  palpably  just  in  themselves,  1 1  first  section  of  this  bifl. 


including,  as  they  do,  a  meritorious  class  of  per- 
sons. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Qeoigia.    1  think  the 
committee  had  better  vote  down  all  amendments, 
having  for  their  object  the  extension  of  the  bounly 
land  law,  as  it  now  exists,  and  take  a  direct  voti 
upon  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  to  strike  out  all  aAer  the 
first  section.    If  a  majontv  of  the  committee  ore 
in  favor  of  that  motion,  then  we  will  get  a  tote 
upon  the  main  question  in  this  bill,  that  is,  to  make 
bonnty  lands  assignable.     We  can  send  that  bill 
to  the  Senate,  and  the  next  bill  in  order,  which  it 
the  special  order  of  the  House,  will  then  come  up. 
If  there  is  a  majority  of  the  House  in  favor  of 
extending  the  bounty  land  act,  as  I  are  myself, 
then  we  can  do  it  in  that  bill.    Let  me  appeal  to 
gentlemen  to  disencumber  the  provision  making 
land  warrants  assignable,  of  all  these  amendmenta; 
come  to  a  direct  vote  upon  the  bill,  send  it  back 
to  the  Seliate,  and  then  we  can  take  up  the  bill, 
which  extends  the  bounty  land  act. 
Mr.  CHASTAIN.  The  Senate  have  rejected  it. 
Mr.  STEPH  ENS.    The  Senate  have  not  reject- 
ed it.    My  colleague-b  mistaken. 
Mr.  CHASTAIN.    Will  they  hold  on  to  it? 
Mr.  STEPHENS.  They  keep  that  bill  m  Um- 
rem  over  us,  and  it  is  announced  by  thegenilemaB 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissell,]  that  in  no  event  would 
they  pass  it,  unless  we  pay  those  registers  and 
receivers.     As  to  this  question,  I  am  willing  to 
lake  issue  with  the  gentleman.    So  far  aaliun 
concerned,  I  am  determined  that  I  will  never  pre 
these  receivers  the  compensation  they  claim  in  order 
to  pass  our  bill  making  land  warrants  assignable. 
Mr.  STUART.     I  should  like  to  learn  from  the 
message,  which  was  sent  here  from  the  Senate, 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that  this  is  a  new  bill.   1  be- 
lieve that  it  is  the  same  bill  which  passed  this  House 
with  amendments. 
rCriesof  "No!"  "No!'*] 
The  CHAIRMAN.    I^oes  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  amendment? 

Mr.  STUART.  Oh,  no.  I  merely  want  to 
learn  that  fact. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Etaki'i 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILCOX.  I  move  to  amend  the  second 
section  of  tlie  bill  by  striking  therefrom  the  words 
"next  of  kin." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it 
is  not  now  in  order  to  amend  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  as  the  committee  has  passed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  WILCOX  then  submitted  a  fro  /ohm 
amendment  to  the  fourth  section,  and  said:  I  wish 
merely  to  submit  one  reflection  for  the  consider- 
Ution  of  the  House.  It  seems  to  me,  from  the  very 
ereat  conflict  of  opinion  entertained  here  by  gen- 
Uemen  who  desire  to  advance  the  interests  and 
claims  of  the  registers  and  receivers,  that  this  bifl 
will  fail  to  pass.  Now,  I  am  one  of  those  who  are 
in  favor  of  doing  the  greatest  |;ood  to  the  greatest 
number,  and  at  uie  same  I  desire  to  do  injustice  to 
no  man.  The  reflection  which  I  wish  to  submit 
to  the  House  is  this:  upon  the  one  hand  there  are 
some  one  hundred  receivers  to  be  benefited  by  this 
bill;  and  upon  the  other  hand  there  are  some  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  soldiers,  or  persons 
who  are  the  heirs  of  soldiers,  interested  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if  those 
one  hundred  and  fiAy  thousand  individuals  who 
have  performed  services  for  their  country,  are  to 
suflfer,  in  order  that  tlie  interests  of  one  hundred 
receivers  may  be  advanced  ? 

Permit  me  to  say  that  1  have  not  received  a  mail 
from  my  State  since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  that 
has  not  contained  letters  calling  upon  me  to  use 
every  effort  in  my  power  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  bill  making  these  land  warrants  assi^ble, 
and  by  virtue  of  my  position  on  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  1  nave  received  letters  of  the  aamt 
purport  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

I  concur  most  fully  m  the  sensible  position  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jowf  f]  iij 
regard  to  this  bill.  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will 
agree  to  strike  out  all  save  the  first  seciioikof  th« 
bill,  as  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one  that  it  u 
impossible  to  pass  the  bill  in  ita  present  sb&pe. 

I  am  in  favor  of  compenawting  theae  receiren. 
"  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,"  is  a  trite  old 
maxim;  but  at  the  same  time  I  would  leare  that 

and  now  psss  the 
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Mr.  MASON.  I  Rin  opposed  to  the  amend- 
nent  of  the'eendeman  from  Miasisflippi,  because 
I  am  opposed  to  all  amendments  and  in  favor  of 
passing  nothing  except  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
J  am  disposed  to  act  in  such  a  way  as  will  secure 
tibe  speedy  passage  of  the  bill.  It  the  gentleman 
frota  Illinois  [Mr.  Bis  sell]  is  thoroughly  advised 
and  authorized  by  the  Senate,  or  any  members  of 
the  Senate  who  have  sufficient  influence  to  defeat 
the  pasaage  of  this  bill,  to  say  that  it  will  be  de- 
feated if  tKe  amendment  of  the  sentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  prevails,  I  should  like  to 
know  ^iTiio  those  members  are.  It  is  charged  that 
there  has  been  a  combination  in  the  Senate  that 
has  for  the  last  two  years  defeated  this  measure, 
and  prevented  the  warrants  from  being  made  as-, 
signabie. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  In  the  first  place,  the  action  of  the 
Senate  is  not  a  legitimate  subject  for  this  House 
lo  inquire  into. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
pmnt  of  order  a  good  one.  The  gentleman  has  no 
right  to  impugn  the  motives  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MAJSON.  I  have  no  disposition  to  violate 
the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky allow  me  to  answer  his  interrogatory  ? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it  an- 
swered. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  gentleman  asks  me  wheth- 
er I  am  authorized  by  the  Senate  to  say  that  this 
hill  cannot  pass  that  House  without  the  provision 
for  the  compensation  of  registers  and  receivers. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  riae  to  a 
point  of  order,  although  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  shoula  ask  me  that  ques- 
tion  

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  dislike  very  much  to  inter- 
rupt the  gentleman,  but  this  mode  of  debate  has 
gone  so  far  that  it  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  be 
stopped.  It  is  a  reference  to  the  Senate  with  a 
view  to  afiect  the  legislation  of  the  House,  and 
that  I  understand  to  oe  against  the  rules  of  the 
House,  as  it  certainly  is  against  the  universal 
practice.  I  did  not  say  anything  when  this  kind 
of  debate  was  indulged  in  yesterday,  but!  think 
it  has  grone  too  far. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  supposes  that 

a  gentleman  ofiering  an  amendment  must  speak  to 

that  amendment,  and   then  one  gentleman   may 

speak  in  opposition  to  it,  but  the  rtide  confines  them 

strictly  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  particular 

amenuraent.      The  Chair  has  been  waiting  for 

some  time  for  some  gentleman  to  raise  that  point. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  do  not  raise  that  point. 

My  point  of  order  is,  that  it  is  out  of  oraer  to 

re4r  to  what  the  Senate  may  do  upon  the  matter 

en  which  we  are  acting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  has  so  ruled. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    I  should  like  to  be  permitted 

to  answer  the  gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  MASON.    I  should  like  the  gentleman  to 
answer  it.    I  should  like  to  know  who  it  is  in  the 
Senate  that  have  made  a  combination  to  defeat 
this  bill  unless  the   receivers  come  in  for  their 
share.     It  may  be  that  some  of  these  land  re- 
ceivers may  have  a  very  potent  influence  in  the 
Baltimore  or  Philadelphia  conventions,  but  then 
the  soldiers  and  their  friends  are  just  as  potent  in 
confirming  the  nominations  of  those  conventions. 
There  has  been  long  enough  delay  already  in  the 
passage  of  this  bill.     I  approve  of  the  provisions 
offered  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  and 
by  various  other  genSemen,  to  extend  the  bounty 
knd  law.    I  shall  be  willing,  at  the  proper  time 
and  in  the  proper  bill,  to  vote  to  extend  that  law 
to  the  adult  heirs  of  all  deceased  soldiers,  because 
I  believe  that  the  heirs  of  those  who  have  fallen  in 
battle  are  just  as  much  entitled  to  bounty  lands  as 
those  soldiers  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape 
unhurt.    But  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Minissippi,  that  we  ought  now  to  pass  the  first 
taction  or  this  bill,  to  make  these  warrants  as- 
anable.    If  it  is  defeated  in  the  Senate,  let  the 
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responsibility  rest  upon  those  Senators  who  have 
mwie  a  combination  to  defeat  it.  I  want  to  smoke 
out  the  combination  to  defeat  this  bill. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wilcox  *b 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN  moved  to  insert  after  the 

word  '<  troops,"  in  line  seven  of  section  four,  the 

words: 

And  thecommiwionedofllcera,  non-commimioned  o(B- 
eere,  and  privntea  of  the  company  commanded  by  Captaia 
8l.  Vrnin,  which  served  In  New  Mexico  in  the  year  1847, 
against  the  enemies  of  the  United  Sutet,  and  whose  ser- 
vices have  not  tteen  paid  for  by  the  Government  of  ttie  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

Mr.  W.  said:  The  object  of  that  amendment  is 
to  include  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  privates  of  the  compatiy  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain St.  Yrain,  which  has  never  been  paid  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  That  whole 
company,  with  perhaps  a  few  exceptions,  served 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sterling  Price,  for 
a  period  of  one  month;  they  subjected  themselves 
to  discipline  in  every  way,  as  if  they  had  been 
regularly  mustered  into  service — indeed  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  they  were  not  mustered  into 
service.  During  the  month  for  which  they  served 
they  were  engaged  in  three  battles^the  battles  of 
La  CaiSada,  La  Emhuda,  and  Pueblo  de  Taos — 
the  latter  particularly  a  yery  hard-fought  battle. 
They  never  received  any  compensation  whatever 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  I 
hope  they  will  be  included  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
I>ealin^  to  the  House  to  expedite  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  for  the  parties  who  are  to  be  benefited 
by  it  are,  many  of  them,  really  suffering  for  the 
want  of  some  such  provision  as  it  contains.  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill 
as  speedily  as  possible,  and  I  am  opposed  to  all 
amendments  that  delay  our  action  upon  it.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  bill  amended  by  striking  out 
allbut  the  first  two  sections.  Those  two  sections 
are  all  that  the  soldiers  ask  for.  One  of  those  sec- 
tions proposes  to  make  the  land  warrants  trans- 
ferable, and  the  other  to  give  compensation  in 
future  to  the  receivers  and  registers  for  locating 
those  warrants.  Those  two  sections  belong  legit- 
imately together,  but  the  other  sections  are  separate 
and  distinct  propositions,  and  should  be  stricken 
out  of  this  bill.  I  believe  that  by  striking  out  all 
but  those  first  two  sections,  we  shall  facilitate  the 
action  of  the  House  and  give  the  bill  such  a  shape 
as  will  meet  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers on  this  floor. 

Gentlemen  fi*om  all  parts  of  the  country  agree 
that  the  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  these  land  war- 
rants were  issued,  are  extremely  anxious  that  the 
warrants  should  be  made  transferable.  There  is 
no  question  about  the  propriety  of  making  them 
so,  and  hence  I  think  that  it  is  clearly  our  duty  so 
to  act  as  to  secure  the  speedy  passage  of  a  bill  to 
effect  that  object. 

The  time  consumed  in  talking  on  this  subject 
and  offering  amendments  to  the  oill  may  not  be  of 
much  consequence  to  us,  but  it  is  of  consequence 
to  the  men  for  whose  benefit  this  action  of  the 
House  is  demanded.  Whilst  we  are  talking  they 
are  starving.  Many  of  them  are  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances, and  some  of  them  are  almost  in  a 
state  of  starvation ;  and  I  therefore  ask  the  Hous% 
to  pass  the  first  two  sections  without  further  de- 
lay, and  leave  the  other  features  of  the  bill  for  fu- 
ture action. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  wish  to  say  a  single 
word  upon  thfs  amendment  before  the  qu^tion  is 
taken. 

[Cries  of  ««Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  discussion  is 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickins,  their  Secre- 
tary, announcing  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  for 
the  establishment  of  certain  post  routes.] 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  fourth  section,  I  propose  to  insert  in  the  fourth 


line,  after  the  word  •*  paid, "the  words,  *•  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  paid;*'  so  as  to  provide  that  the 
troops,  militia,  or  volunteers,  or  State  troops  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  whose  services  have  been 
paid,  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  be  entited  to  all  the  benefits  of  the 
act  of  1850. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  stated  here  that  there 
are  about  one  hundred  registers  and  receivers  who 
will  be  recipients  under  this  bill,  if  passed  in  its 
present  shape.  That  is  an  exa^erated  statement 
of  the  number  by  about  one  third,  or  more.  But 
suppose  it  to  be  one  hundred,  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  this  committee  to  the  conse- 
buence  of  passiog  this  bill  in  its  present  shape. 
If  we  pass  It  without  providing  for  their  compen- 
sation, we  shall  have,  at  different  times,  at  least 
one  hundred  applications  to  Congress  from  these 
registers  and  receivers  for  extra  compensation,  and 
we  shall  spend  more  money  and  more  time  in 
legislating  upon  these  different  bills  during  the 
next  five  years — for  the  applications  will  certainly 
be  presented  here— than  four  times  the  amount 
which  is  required  to  be  appropriated  for  their  pay- 
ment. It  cannot  be  otherwise.  These  men  can- 
not fail  to  know  that  they  have  an  honest  claim 
upon  the  Gt)vernment.  Some  of  them  have  spent 
three  years  of  their  lives  in  the  employment  of 
the  Government  in  loeating  these  lands;  for  which 
they  have  not  received,  I  repeat  again  and  again, 
$200  a  year  above  the  necessary  clerk -hire.  Now, 
will  it  not  be  as  I  have  stated  ?  Will  not  these 
men,  their  Mridows,  their  representatives,  or  their 
orphan  children,  come  up  here  to  Congress  year 
after  year,  session  after  session,  and  damor  for 
their  compensation,  unless  we  make  provision  in 
this  bill  for  that  compensation  ? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man to  order.  We  have  already  passed  that  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  relating  to  the  compensation  of 
registers  and  receivers,  and  it  is  not  in  order  for 
the  eentleman  from  Illinois  to  discuss  it  now. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  was  giving  a  reason  why 
the  amendment  which  1  proposed  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  insist  on  my  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BISSEILL.  My  remarks  are  perfectly  in 
order.  If  the  amendment  which  I  have  proposed 
be  adopted,  it  will  make  the  bill  acceptable,  and  it 
will  then,  I  believe,  pass  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  1  insist  that  my  point  of  order 
shall  be  decided. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  BissELL,]  proposedan  amendment  with 
regard  to  the  payment  or  troops,  and  he  is  making 
a  speech  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  receivers. 
The  Chair  thinks  that  the  gentleman's  remarks 
are  not  relevant  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  offer  these  remarks  as  a  rea- 
son why  my  amendment  should  be  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  must  con- 
fine himself  to  his  amendment.  The  Chair  will 
remark  again,  that  he  shall  feel  it  his  duty  to  con- 
fine the  remarks  of  gentlemen  speaking  in  favor 
of  an  amendment  to  a  mere  statement  of  their  rea- 
sons why  it  should  be  adopted;  and  those  opposed 
to  it,  to  a  statement  of  the  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Well,  if  the  amendment  which 
I  have  proposed  be  adopted,  I  think  the  bill  can 
obtain  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  House.  I 
think  it  ought  to  obtain  a  majority  of  our  votes;  I 
think  it  ought  to  pass  for  the  reasons  which  I  have 
given.  If  it  &o  not  pass,  we  shall  hereafter  ne- 
cessarily expend  more  money  and  more  time  in 
Insisting  upon  this  subject,  which  we  are  now 
discussing,  tnan  four  times  the  j^lOO,000  which  it 
is  proposed  to  be  appropriated  ft>r  the  compensa- 
tion of  these  officers. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  1  do  not  know  that  it 
would  become  me  to  express  the  surprise  I  feel  at 
the  train  of  argument  which  has  been  indulged  in 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
BisscLL.]  But  I  riae  for  the  purpose  of  appealinjg 
to  this  committee,  to  every  intelligent  and  patriotic 
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eenUaroao  here,  to  know  if  they  are  prepared  to 
nstea  with  any  favor  to  such  a  strain  of  remark 
as  has  been  indulged  in  by"  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois? As  was  remarked  on  yesterday,  the  gentle- 
men who  have  advocated  the  various  propositions 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  registers  and  receiv- 
ers of  the  different  land  offices,  have  presented 
nothing  but  discord  from  the  beginnine  of  the 
session  down  to  the  present  moment.    There  has 
been  noconcert  of  action  or  sentiment  among;  them. 
But,  on  yesterday,  when  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bis  sell]  was  understood  to  oflfer  a  threat, 
tiiat  unless  these  measures  were  ingrained  upon 
the  bill  making  land  warrants  assignable,  that  it 
would  fail  to  pass  the  House,  and  when  that  point 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Stephens,]  1  thought  that  would  be  the  end  of 
such  a  course  of  argument.    But  now  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  oners  another  amendment,  and 
on  it  repeats  his  demonstrations  of  yesterday. 
After  all  the  propositions  for  the  payment  of  these 
registers  and  receivers  have  met  with  no  favor  here, 
for  the  purpose  of  still  further  enforcing  the  argu- 
ment, he  tells  this  House  and  the  country  that, 
aher  this  demonstration,  unless  we  Ingraft  this 
proposition  upon  the  bill,  the  bill  will  not  only  be 
defeated,  but  that  Congress  will  be  burdened,  now 
and'  for  all  time  to  come,  with  these  various  ap- 
plications of  registers  and  receivers  for  compensa- 
tion. Now  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  on  this  course 
of  argument.  Are  the  American  Congress  to  be  told 
here,'  that  if  they  will  not  tack  upon  a  bill  all  sorts 
of  irrelevant  propositions  and  those  which  have 
not  sufficient  merit  in  them  to  meet  the  approba-  ' 
tion  of  a  majority  of  this  body — that  unless  we  ; 
do  that,  the  men  who  have  these  propositions  will  [ 
urge  them  to  such  an  extent  tliat  thev  will  become  ' 
incumbrances  to  the  legislation  of  the  country —  ' 
to  such  an  extent  they  will  break  down  all  oppo- 
sition ?    Sir,  such  appeals  as  these,  in  my  jud?- 1 
mcnt,  ought  not  to  oe  made  to  this  House.    It  j 
seems  to  me  that  this  question  has  been  carried  to  • 
a  point  of  desperation  upon  the  part  of  these  gen- 
tiemen.    Now  I  call  upon  gentlemen  who  desire  ; 
to  see  this  bill  pass,  to  fall  back  upon  the  provis-  [ 
ion  which  seemed  to  meet  the  wishes  of  a  major-  ! 
ity  of  the  committee  on  yesterday — simply  to  ! 
make  land  warrants  assignable.  Beyond  thatpohit  ' 
gentlemen  cannot  aspree  upon  the  various  proposi-- 
tions  presented,  and  beyond  that  point  1  believe  j 
the  majority  of  the  committee  are  determined  not  | 
to  go.    There  is  a  disposition  in  Congress — both  ; 
in  this  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol — to  pass  j 
a  measure  so  meritorious  as  this.    But  I  beueve  ' 
any  proposition,  beyond  that  of  merely  making 
the  warrants  assignable,  will  not  meet  a  general 
concurrence.    Upon  that  point  I  take  my  posi- 
tion, and  turn  my  back  upon  all  propositions  to 
go  further.  I  assert  my  riglit,  and  I  mean  to  main-  | 
tain  it.   1  will  not  be  driven  from  my  position,  and 
I  hope  the  committee  will  not  be  driven  from  its 
position.    If  gentlemen  intend  still  to  come  for- 
ward with  these  various  propositions,  I  tell  them 
to  beware  how  they  attempt  to  force  their  con- 
clusions upon  this  committee  or  upon  the  country. 

[Here  tne  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Bissell's 
amendment  to  the  amendmenc,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAVAGE.  I  have  an  amendment  to  offer. 
I  move  the  following,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  section: 

That  tlie  ofllcers,  nrni-commiMioned  officers,  and  pri- 
vntci*  of  the'Marine  Corps,  engaged  in  the  service  of  tlie 
United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Meiico,  on  ttie  line  of 
onerationK  between  the  city  of  Vera  Crax  and  the  city  of 
Mexico,  ntid  in  case  of  death,  then  the  wtdow  and  heirs  at 
law  t>e  allowed  the  beneflts  of  an  act,  approved  the  S8th  of 
Sept>>inber,  1850,  entitled  "  An  act  granting  bounty  land  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States.'^ 

Mr.  S.  said:  I  offer  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  would 
not  effect  aJI  the  good  that  might  be  accomplished, 
yet  it  demanded  our  action,  and  would  secure 
much  that  the  constituents  of  many  gentlemen 
were  pressing  upon  them. 

Its  friends  propose  to  make  the  warranto  assign- 
able, and  provide  for  their  location,  and  this  puto 
the  matter  in  the  same  condition  as  when  it  passed 
this  House  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress. 
1  will  vote  for  the  bill  in  this  shape,  because  it 
meets  the  necessity  of  the  present  moment,  and 
o«ea  not  prevent  a  more  extended  legislation  here- 


after.   I  should  be  glad  to  aooompUsh  more,  but  j)  of  land  enlered  at  ihe  offices.    As  a  matter  of 

coarse,  they  get  their  percentage.  One  doty  for 
them  is  to  examine  the  quarterly  returns  once  io 
three  months,  and  put  their  signatures  upon  them. 
Another  duty  is  to  sit  upon  the  Board  where  there 
is  a  confKct  as  to  preoption    right.    For  in- 


think  it  best  to  secure  what  we  can. 

I  am  for  the  most  liberal  legislation  in  favor  of 
those  who  have  done  service  for  the  country,  not 
only  from  inclination,  but  as  a  matter  of  policy. 
The  pubHe  lands  are  to  be  disposed  of,  and  1  have 


my  choice  among  doiiees.    1  prefer  the  claims  of  {  stance,  here  is  a  person  who  claims  a  pre&nption 


the  man  who  has  periled  himself  in  our  service,  1 
care  not  who  he  is.  I  am  for  the  marine,  as  well 
as  the  soldier,  for  well  I  remember  when  your 
Capitol  was  to  be  defended,  the  only  spot  upon 
the  battle-field  where  the  eye  of  an  Amei^ican  could 
rest  without  shame,  was  defended  by  seamen. 
But  while  we  struggle  for  things  now  unattainable, 
we  may  lose  tliat  which  is  within  our  reach. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Sav- 
age's amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  for 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  one  amendment 
more,  which,  I  think,  is  very  meritorious.  It  is 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  and  insert  the 
amendment  which  I  send  to  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  We  have  passed  the  third  section, 
and 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  amendment  is  not 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  1  propose  to  add  to 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  coiuputing  the  teru  of 
service  tlie  otficero  and  soldiers  of  militia,  volunteers,  and 
rangt-rs,  for  the  purposes  ol  Uiis  act,  or  of  the  net  of  wbicn 
this  act  is  explHnatory,  such  term  f  hall  be  computed  from 
thu  lime  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  and  paid 
by  the  United  States  at  the  time  they  were  diiicharged  tliere* 
from:  Prori4fe<f,Tliat  tliis  section  shall  not  ex  lend  to  the  cases 
provided  for  by  the  provisos  to  the  first  section,  and  by  tlie 
second  section  of  the  act  approved  the  38th  of  depteinl>er, 
IbdO,  entitled  **  An  act  granting  bounty  laud  to  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States.'* 

Mr.  D.  said:  I  presume,  from  the  indications 
this  morning,  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonks]  to  strike  out  all  ex- 
cept the  first  section  is  to  prevail.  But  I  desire  to 
offer  this  amendment,  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
it  is  properly  understood  by  the  committee,  and  if 
the  bill  IS  to  pass  at  all,ahey  will  be  perfectly  will- 
ing tiiat  this  amendment  shall  go  with  it.  It  is  to 
provide  for  those  troops  whicli  were  engaged  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war.  There  were  many  com- 
panies of  rangers  called  out  for  that  service.  They 
served  in  the  war  until  peace  was  concluded  some 
two  or  three  months.  They  had  enlisted,  how- 
ever, as  rangers  for  twelve  months.  After  peace 
was  concluued,  they  were  occupied  in  active  service 
upon  the  frontier,  lor  theAvhoIe  twelve  montlis  for 
which  they  enlisted.  The  construction  of  the  De- 
partment, as  put  upon  the  act  of  1850,  which  is, 
that  soldiers  are  only  entitled  to  receive  bounty 
land  for  the  time  the  war  actually  existed,  cuts 
them  off  with  forty  acres  of  land,  whereas  a  proper 
interpretation  of  tfie  act  would  give  tliem  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty.  The  intention  of  the  amendment 
I  have  offerea  is,  to  enable  these  men  to  receive  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  for  their  whole 
twelve  months'  service  which  they  rendered,  and 
which  was  of  the  most  arduous  ana  laborious  char- 
acter. It  was  not  only  laborious,  but  it  was  a 
service  for  which  they  were  inadequately  compen- 
sated. They  received  certain  monthly  wages,  but 
out  of  that  they  had  to  provide  provender  for  their 
own  horses,  for  it  must  be  remembered  tlmt  they 


ri^ht,  and  another  individual  desires  to  locate  it 
with  a  land  warrant.  A  board  is  organized  to 
decide  wbetheir  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  a  pre- 
emption right  or  not.  The  receiver  constitutes 
one  of  that  Board,  and  such  a  case  does  not  prob- 
ably occur  in  one  out  of  six  thousand  locations. 
A  man  does  not  want  to  enter  a  section  of  land 
with  a  warrant  when  he  sees  that  in  doing  so 
there  will  be  a  controversy  between  him  and  a 
preii^mption  claimant  as  to  the  title.  The  letter 
which  I  received  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office,  I  will  send  to  the  table,  that 
evtry  member  may  see  that  I  was  warranted  io 
the  statement  I  made  yesterday. 
The  letter  is  as  follows: 

General  L4i«D  OrriCR,  Jamutrw  15,  WSS. 

8ia :  la  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  lo  the  dat(es  perfomed 
by  receiverrt  in  locating  military  bounty  land  warranty  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only  labor  required  of  diese 
oflfcers  is  the  following :  To  receive  the  money  and  iwae 
a  receipt  for  the  excess  of  land  located  beyond  that  called 
fur  by  the  warrnnt :  To  examine  the  warrant  located,  iridi 
the  register's  return  thereof  at  the  close  of  each  montli,  lo 
as  tn  be  enabled  to  Join  the  register  in  the  rortificat?  w  to 
the  correctneiis  of  the  return  ;  and  to  set  with  him  as  a  por- 
tion of  thu  Board  to  examine  and  adjudicate  npon  testimo- 
ny submitted  when  the  location  made  by  the  bolder  of « 
warrant  is  contested  by  another  upon  the  ground  of  iui  fi»- 
brecing  his  actual  setttemeut  and  cultivation  without  tiis 
consent. 

With  great  reapect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BUTl*ERFIELD,a>miimtiM«r. 

Hon.  C.  L.  DcNUAM,  Houte  of  Repre$entatite*. 

Mr.  BREJSTON.  I  suppose  my  collea^e 
[Mr.  Di7NHAm]  did  not  allude  to  me  in  hisremarki, 
but  to  my  friend  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Fitch,]  as  1 
have  not  called  the  attention  of  the  commiuee  to 
the  duties  of  the  receivers  of  land  offices.  I  wish 
simply  to  state,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  apart  of 
the  statement  professing  to  have  come  from  the 
Commissioner  of  tlie  General  Land  Office,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  duties  of  the  receiver  in  locating  bouotjr 
land  warrants,  is  correct.  But  it  does  not  cover 
the  whole  case,  and  I  presume  that  had  the  proper 
question  been  propounded  by  the  gentleinao,  in 
his  search  after  knowledge  to  the  Commtssiooerof 
the  General  Land  Office,  that  he  would  have  ob- 
tained all  the  facts  in  the  case.  I  understand  tiie 
fentleman  to  state,  that  the  letter  shows  that  the 
uty  of  the  receiver,  so  far  as  he  is  connected  with 
the  location  of  land  warrants  is  concerned,  is  sim- 
ply to  sign  his  name  to  the  monthly  abstract,  an- 
nothing  more.  Now,  I  undertake  to  say,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  will  not 
dare  to  contradict  me  in  reference  to  it,  that  io  the 
case  of  every  land  warrant  located,  the  receiver  hat 
to  inspect  it,  and  sign  his  name  upon  the  face  of  it 
three  distinct  and  dinerent  tiroes,  and  if  such  a  war- 
rant is  not  returned  here  to  the  Commissioner,  with 
the  three  distinct  signatures  upon  it  by  the  receiver, 
it  will  be  returned  to  be  amertded.  He  has  to  ligp 
it  at  the  time  of  the  application;  he  has  to  sign  it 
when  it  is  received  to  certify  that  this  location  it 
correct,  and  lastly,  he  has  to  sign  it  by  certifyiog 
at  the  bottom  thereof  that  the  location  is  accoiiling 
to  law.  In  addition  to  this,  at  the  end  of  every 
month  the  receiver  visits  the  roister 's  office,  and 
the  warrants  are  taken  up  one  at  a  time,  and  com- 
pared with  the  monthly  abstract,  the  Tract  Book 


were  all  mounted  troops.  It  took  nearly  the  whole  of !  >  and  with  the  plats,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the 


those  wages  to  pay  the  expenses  they  were  obliged 
to  pay  in  order  to  support  themselves  and  their 
horses.  They  received,  then,  comparatively  noth- 
ing for  their  services,  and  they  are  turned  off,  under 
the  construction  of  the  law  by  the  Department, 
with  only  forty  acres  of  land,  notwithstanding  they 
performed  twelve  months  arduoiis  services. 


location  does  not  interfere  with  any  location  before 
made.  These  are  the  duties  of  the  receiver.  It 
is  also  made  a  part  of  his  duty  to  join  with  the 
register  in  certifying  that  the  examination  bat 
been  nuulcj  and  tnat  the  locations  are  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  I  make 
these  statements  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  receiver* 


While  I  am  up,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  j  of  land  offices,  knowing  that  the  Commissioner  of 

'"*  '  '  the  General  Land  Office  will  not  controvert  them. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  genUeman  makes  the 
remark,  that  if  I  bad  made  the  proi>er  inquiry  w 
the  Commissioner,  he  would  have  given  me  a  dif- 
ferent answer.  I  have  only  to  say  that  my  inquiry 
was  mode  in  person  of  the  Commissioner  as  to 
what  were  the  duties  performed  by  the  receifcrt 
in  the  land  offices.  That  letter  which  I  have  teat 
to  the  table  is  the  answer  I  received. 
Mr.  BRENTON.    If  the  gentleman  had  caDed 

,--^ , .^ upon  him  to  furnish  a  located  land  wiant  he 

tween  the  amount  of  land  warrants  and  the  amount  ij  would  have  seen  upon  the  paper  itself  the  very 


the  committee  to  a  matter  which  passed  between 
my  colleague  and  myself  on  yesterday.  li  is  the  ; 
letter  I  referred  to  as  having  been  received  from  ' 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Lgmd  Office.  I  stated  : 
that  the  letter  showed  that  the  receivers  of  the  ! 
land  offices  performed  comparatively  no  labor  in  ' 
the  location  of  these  warrants.  That  letter  does  j 
show  that  fact.  It  shows  that  they  receive  any  { 
money  that  is  paid  into  the  land  offices,  and  it  is  i 
their  obvious  duty  to  receive  and  take  charge  of 
all  the  moneys  which  may  be  made  as  overplus  be* 
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AciB  which  1  have  stated,  and  the  Commissioner 
will  not  coiAtrovert  thera. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Dunham;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  presume  it  will  be  in  order  to 
nove  CO  strike  out  all  after  the  third  section  of  the 
bill? 
The  CHAIRMAN.  It  win  be  in  order. 
Mr.  CLARK.  I  propose,  then,  as  an  amend- 
menty  to  strike  out  all  arLer  the  third  section.  I 
wish  to  utter  but  a  word  or  two  upon  this  subject; 
but  1  will  state  that  I  make  this  proposition  in  ^ood 
&ith.  i  think  K  is  worthy  the  serious  and  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  House.  It  is  manifest 
that  there  is  a  great  variety  of  views  arising  upon 
the  difierent  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  is  manifest 
that  there  is  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  which  provides  for  making  land  war* 
rantai  assignable,  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  is 
a  majority  in  favor  of  paying  registers  and  re* 
eeirers,  and  still  more  doubtful  whether  there  is  a 
majority  in  favor  of  issuing  a  new  class  of  land 
warrants.  Now,  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the  commit- 
tee if  we  cannot  compromise  upon  the  three  first 
sections  of  this  bill— -that  is,  upon  the  sections 
providing  for  making  land  warrants  assignable, 
for  paying  registers  and  receivers  for  past  services 
and  for  future  services? 

I  have  no  thought  myself  of  being  generous  be- 
fore I  am  just.    As  between  man  ana  man,  let  us 
dispense  justice,  and  let  ^ace  come  afterwards. 
What  is  the  original  granting  of  bounty  land  war- 
rants but  a  mere  gratuity?     It  is  that,  and  noth- 
ing else.     But  to  that  I  do  not  object.    It  is  an- 
other gratuity  to  make  them  assignable,  because 
you  add  facilities  thereby  to  enable  those  to  whom 
you  have  extended  the  favor  of  the  Government  to 
obtain  still  greater  favors.    To  this,  by  itself,  I 
have  no  objection.    But  I  do  object,  and  I  think 
iustlv,  to  a  course  of  legislation  which,  with  one 
nana,  grrants  gratuities  to  one  class  of  citizens, 
and  at  the  same  time  imposes  corresponding  bur- 
dens upon  others.     Have  you  a  right  to  dispense 
bounty  land  warrants,  as  you  have  done,  and  in 
the  very  act  conopel  your  employees  to  perform  a 
larger  amount  of^services,  without  any  reasonable 
compensation  whatever  ?    Is  that  just  and  right  ? 
Does  it  commend  itself  to  the  good  consciences  of 
gentlemen  here?    I  cannot  see  upon  what  princi- 
ple it  does,  nor  upon  what  principle  it  appeals 
cither  to  the  good  judgment  or  the  good  feelings  of 
gentlenien.    Now,  if  you  have  required  a  certain 
class  of  your  employees  to  perform  a  lar^e  amount 
of  labor,  why  not  pay  them  ?    It  was  said  by  the 
gentlennan  over  the  way,  [Mr.  John  W.  Howb,] 
yesterday,  that  if  registers  and  receivers  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  compensation  which  they  are  re- 
eeivine*  let  them  resign.    I  ask,  were  they  finder 
any  obligation  to  suppose  that  such  an  argument 
would  be  urged  against  them,  or  to  conclude  that 
the  Government  would  not  do  them  justice?  Why, 
let  me  say  that  the  various  committees  of  this 
House  are  employed  every  day  in  canvassing 
the  claims  of  those  who  suppose  that  they  have 
daims  upon  the  Government,  and  deciding  as  to 
whether  they  shall  not  make  such  claimants  whole, 
and  mint   them  compensation  for  servioes  ren- 
dered.    Now,  if  ffentlemen  can  tell  me  that  these 
men  were  under  ooligations  to  have  believed  that 
this  Government  would  refuse  to  make  them  com- 
pensation, then  there  would  have  been  force  in  the 
t       remark  which  has  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  John  W.  Howb,]  and 
by  other  gentlemen. 
(Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.  GOODENOW.    If  I  rightly  understand 
the  proposition  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Iowa,  it  is  to  strike  out  the  last  two  sections,  the 
fourth  and  fifth,  leaving^  only  the  first  three  sec- 
tions.   To  this  proposition  I  am  opposed,  as  it  is 
the  only  part  of  the  bill  which  will  enable  any  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  my  State  to  receive  any  ben- 
efit from  it.     I  am  persuaded  there  exists  a  very 
general  desire  throughout  the  country  that  land 
warrants  may  be  made  assignable.     I  was  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ought 
to  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  House,  and  I  was 
dfltpoaed  to  vote  in  favor  of  it,  but  when  I  observe 
gentlemen  from  various  portions  of  the  country 
proeosing  so  many  amendments,  and  differing  so 
wirfely  as  to  their  justice  and  propriety,  I  have 
epme  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way  io  to  pass 
the  Senate  bill  without  amendment;  if  that  cannot 
bt  lUoe,  then  to  strike  out  all  but  this  first  section, 


which  alone  seems  to  meet  with  general  acceptance. 

If  this  general  scramble  to  obtain  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  is  to  continue,  and  be  successful,  it 
is  no  more  than  fair  and  right  that  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  shall  come  in  for  a  share;  and 
if  there  is  any  portion  of  this  bill  which  will  extend 
a  benefit  to  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  my  State, 
I  am  most  assuredly  opposed  to  striking  that  part 
out.  It  is  my  desire  that  we  may  come  speedily 
to  a  vote  upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Air.  Jonks,]  to  strike  out  all  but 
the  first  section  of  the  Senate  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Clark,] 
and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  offer  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill: 

Except  so  far  as  to  give  tliem  any  additional  amount 
of  iaud.  to  wbicb  the  servicKs  provided  for  in  ibia  »ecUoa 
may  eiiiiUe  tliem ;  the  agK^^egnte  of  Jand  in  ao  oue  case  to 
excee4  one  hundred  and  eigtny  acres. 

You  will  perceive  tiie  proviso  to  this  section 
provides  **  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
authonze  bounty  land  to  those  who  have  hereto- 
fore received  or  become  entitled  to  the  same." 
Under  a  construction  of  the  previous  law,  1  believe 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  or  perhaps  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  a  person  having  served 
at  two  i^^ore  difierent  times  is  permitted  to  select 
the  lon^7  period  of  service  upon  which  to  receive 
his  warront^orihe  Commissioner  puts  two  or  more 
of  these  terms  together  and  issues  to  him  a  war- 
rant to  which  the  aggregate  time  wauld  entitle  him. 
Those  provided  for  by  the  section  could  not  be  re- 
cipients in  the  manner  indicated  under  this  con- 
struction, for  if  they  served  previously  and  received 
forty  acres,  and  were  entitled  under  this  section 
to  forty  additional  acres,  they  could  not  obtain  it, 
and  the  object  of  my  amendment  is  simply  to  per- 
mit them  to  obtain  that  number  of  acres  which 
the  aggregate  time  of  their  services  would  allow 
them. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  again  to  allude  to 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  because  he  thinks 
I  did  not  do  it  yesterday  in  that  spirit  of  courtesy 
whicli  should  be  extended  from  one  to  the  other  of 
the  members  of  the  House.  But  I  presume  the 
exceptions  taken  by  him  to-day,  to  the  statement 
in  rdation  to  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  by  myself,  were  intended  to 
apply  to  me.  I  did  state,  on  yesterday,  and  I 
should  not  hesitate  much  to  repeat  it  now,  that 
the  letter  which  he  produced  here  in  support  of 
his  statement  that  receivers  did  nothing,  or  little 
short  of  nothing  in  the  location  of  bounty  land 
warrants,  was  not  sustained  by  the  letter  itself. 
That  letter  did  not  go  into  details  of  the  service 
rendered  by  the  receiver.  I  then  had  a  letter, 
which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr*  Campbell,]  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Otfice,  which  states  that 
the  duties  of  the  register  and  receiver  are  almost 
identical,  and  that  Uiey  are  nearly  or  quite  quad- 
ruple the  duties  of  the  same  officers  when  the  sales 
of  land  are  for  cash.  I  profess  to  be  willing  to 
compensate  registers  and  receivers  for  past  and 
prospective  service  in  locating  these  bounty  land 
warrants,  but  the  provision  for  their  compensation 
in  this  bill  is  objected  to.  This  objecuon,  I  ap- 
prehend, is  a  mere  subterfuge,  and  come  up  m 
what  shape  it  would,  the  proposition  for  compen- 
sating these  men  would  be  met  with  objections 
on  the  part  of  certain  gentlemen.  If  they  are  will- 
ing to  compensate  them,  why  not  do  it  now,  in 
connection  with  a  matter  pertaining  to  bounty  land 
warrants  ? 

A  word,  sir,  as  to  the  combination  here,  ^nd  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  to  connect  the  pro- 
vision for  the  compensation  of  registers  and  re- 
ceivers with  this  bill,  which  prevail  so  largely  in 
the  imagination  of  some  gentlemen  upon  thefioor, 
and  I  expect  it  exists  nowhere  else  than  in  their 
imagination.  No  such  combinations  exist  to  my 
knowledge,  and  I  believe  it  has  no  existence  out- 
side their  prolific  brains.  But  if  it  does  exist,  ii 
is  a  combination  of  the  friends  of  a  class  of  United 
States  officers  who  have  been  legally  robbed,  they 
having  accepted  office  under  a  law  which  has  been 
since  changed,  having  accepted  office  from  the 
Gk>vernment  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  the 
fees  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  law,  and  of 
which  they  were  subsequently  deprived  by  the 
action  of  that  very  Government,  in  changing  the 


manner  of  selling  lands,  thus  depriving  them  of 
that  compensation  which  they  had  every  right  to 
exptct.  It  was  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Mason,]  why,  when  they  became 
aware  that  they  were  not  receiving  compensa- 
tion enough,  they  did  not  resign?  Before  they 
were  aware  of  tlie  effect  of  these  bounty  land  bills 
upon  their  compensation,  they  had  rendered  service 
to  a  large  amount;  and  thev  held  on  to  the  ofiice 
in  the  expectation,  which  I  fear  is  likely  to  be  a 
vain  one,  that  the  Government  would  do  them 
justice — would  compensate  them  for  the  services 
they  have  honestly  rendered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  have  not  en- 
gaged heretofore  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  and 
I  only  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  single  matter  of  fact,  which  is  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment  only  in  this  respect: 
that  it  is  no  use  for  us  to  support  any  other 
amendment  which  may  be  offered  here.  We  may 
as  well  toke  this  bill  as  it  is.  A  motion  is  cither 
pending,  or  very  shortly  to  be  made,  upon  the  de- 
cision of  which,  the  bill  goes  one  way  or  the 
other.  Those  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill  have 
ceased,  since  we  passed  the  first  section,  to  offer 
amendments,  and  I  would  suggest  to  the  friends  of 
the  measure  to  let  the  vote  be  had  now  upon  the 
motion.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  for  them  to  de- 
lay it.  The  crisis  of  the  bill  must  come  upon  one 
motion,  and  that  is  the  motion  to  strikeout  all  of 
the  bill  after  the  first  section.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  extremely  anxious  that  the  Senate  bill  shall 
pass  as  it  has  come  to  us.  There  is  no  use  in  the 
friends  of  the  measure  consuming  further  time  in 
delaying  the  vote  upon  the  motion  to  strike  out. 
There  is  no  use  of  ofTering  amendments  when  we 
know  they  cannot  be  carried,  whether  reasonable 
or  unreasonable.  I  hope  we  may  have  a  vote  on 
the  bill,  and  that  it  mav  be  disposed  of. 

The  ouestion  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Fitch,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  uix)n  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Jokes,  of  Tennessee,  to  strikeout  all  of 
the  bill  after  the  first  section. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  teller;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Cartter  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes 
106,  noes  38. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  House. 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  wish  to  ofifer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  it  is 
not  in  order,  the  committee  having  stricken  out  all 
after  the  first  section. 

Mr*  BARRERE.  I  wish  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
We  have  amended  the  first  section,  and  passed 
upon  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  proposed  as  an 
additional  section. 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  offer  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section: 

Sec.  —  vini  bt  Ufwrtkt  enaded,  That  if  any  officer  or 
mldier,  who  would,  if  livtne,  be  entitled  to  bounty  land 
under  the  several  acts  to  wmcb  tbla  act  is  an  aniendm«nt, 
bas  died  since  Uie  rendition  of  the  services  by  which  h«t 
would  be  so  entitled,  and  who  has  left  no  widow  now  liv- 
ing, that  the  warrant  to  which  he  would  if  living  be  so 
entitled,  shall  Ibbuc  first  to  his  heirs  at  law  ina  descend- 
ins  line,  if  he  shall  have  loft  any  such  heirs;  and  if  he  shall 
have  left  no  such  heirs  wlfo  still  survive,  that  such  warrant 
riiall  issue  to  the  father  of  such  officer  or  soldier,  or  if  the 
fkther  be  dead,  then  that  the  same  shall  issue  to  the  mother  of 
such  officer  or  soldier.  And  if  the  mother  he  dead,  in  the 
last  place,  that  ifuch  warrant  shall  issue  to  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  such  officer  or  soldier,  if  any  still  survive. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  make  a  point  of 
order  upon  that  amendment.  The  bill  as  now 
amendea  authorizes  the  sale  and  transfer  by  as^ 
signment  of  land  warrants.  The  effect  of  the  gen- 
tleman 's  motion  is  to  bring  new  matter  into  the 
bill.  All  that  part  relhting  to  the  amendment  now 
proposed,  having  been  stricken  out,  I  think  it  is 
not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  holds  the 
amendment  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  My  pomt  of  order 
re,  that  it  is  not  germane. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chaur  overmles  th« 
point  of  order. 
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Mr.  BARRERE.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  ger- 
mane. 

'  Mr.  MASON.    I  take  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides,  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Barrbrk]  is  in  order.  From  that  decision  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mason|  takes  an 
appeal.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee  ? 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal, 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  BARRERE.  I  think  the  motion  I  made 
is  perfectly  fferraane.  As  this  bill  authorizes  land 
warrants  to  oe  issu^  and  made  assignable,  it  is 

{)roper,  I  think,  that  we  should  extend  this  privi- 
ege  as  far  as  the  principles  of  this  are  required  to 
be  extended.  I  am  not  favorable  to  a  system  of 
bounty  lands,  but  inasmuch  as  we  have  such  a 
system  we  should  have  it  predicated  upon  such 
principles  as  will  operate  fairly  upon  ail  classes 
alike.  Now,  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  the 
officers  or  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  war,  and 
who  have  died  and  left  minor  children,  should  re- 
ceive any  advantage  from  this  bounty  land  act, 
while  the  heirs  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  served  in  St.  Clair's  campaign,  in  Hemar's 
campaign,  in  1811,  when  there  was  an  Indian  war 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  those  too  who  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  who  have  died  and  have  not 
happened  to  leave  minor  children  and  widows, 
do  not  get  any  of  the  benefits  of  the  act.  The 
heirs  of  none  of  these  persons  set  any  land  war- 
rants. I  have  received  more  Tetters  upon  this 
subject  than  upon  the  subject  of  making  warrants 
assignable.  Ttiere  are  cases  in  the  section  of  coun- 
try which  I  represent,  where  soldiers  who  served 
in  thecampaignsofHamar,  St.  Clair,  and  Wayne, 
and  in  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded, have  died,  leaving  widows,  who  are  now 
deceased  also,  and  where  the  heirs-  at-law  do  not 
derive  any  benefit  from  this  bounty  land  law.  Now, 
if  these  lands  are  given  by  the  United  States  to  pay 
for  services  which  these  men  have  rendered,  and  if 
they  deserve  such  bounty  for  their  services,  I  think 
that  justice  requires  that  the  heirs  of  these  persons 
should  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  such  bounty.  I 
think  the  heirs-nt-law  of  those  men,  who  settled  in 
the  western  country  and  turned  out  in  its  defence 
in  the  various  wars  that  have  taken  place,  are  as 
much  entitled  to  their  complement  of  land,  as  are  the 
widows  of  the  soldiers  themselves.  I  think  if  we 
will  look  upon  it  in  that  light,  that  we  will  make 
the  bill  in  form  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  should  have 
been  far  from  ofifering  this  proposition  at  this 
time,  had  I  not  been  indu<5ed  to  do  so  by  the 
numerous  letters  I  have  received  from  my  district, 
and  from  the  belief  that  the  wishes  of  my  distiict 
expressed  in  those  letters  is  in  accordance  with 
the  true  principles  that  ought  to  be  ingrafted  into 
this  bill. 

Mr.  PULLER,  of  Maine,  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Barrere:] 

And  that  if  any  person  who  raay  be  entitled  to  bounty  land 
under  the  act  of  Septciot»er  38, 1850.  shall  die  aAer  his  ap* 
plication  and  completioa  <^  proof,  the  land  certificate  so 
granted  shall  dencend  to,  and  may  be  located  by  bis  heira 
or  legal  representatives. 

I  desire  to  state  to  the  House  this  fact,  and  I 
state  it  because  the  cases  arose  under  my  own  ob- 
servation. There  have  passed  throti^h  my  hands 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  quite  a  number 
of  applications  for  bounty  lands.  I  have  had 
■ome  naif  dozen  cases,  where  the  applicants  have 
died  since  filing  their  declarations,  which  have  laid 
in  the  office  for  some  years.  Now,  I  find  the  land 
warrants  issuing  for  tiiese  persons,  who  have  left 
no  legal  representatives,  widows,  or  such  heirs  as 
are  provided  for  by  the  law.  I  desire,  and  I  think 
it  is  bat  right,  if  it  is  the  sense  of  the  House,  that 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  that  class  of 
persons — many  of  whom  were  young — should  be 
entitled  to  these  certificates,  after  the  ori^nal  ap- 
plicants have  been  to  the  trouble  of  msicing  their 
declarations  and  filing  their  proof. 

Here  is  a  joung  man  wno  has  died,  leaving 
neither  a  wife  nor  children;  but  the  certificate 
has  issued.  Now,  in  such  a  case  as  that  1  wish 
provision  to  be  made,  that  the  certificate  shall  go 
to  the  collateral  heirs  or  legal  representatives,  and 
the  claim  be  allowed,  without  requiring  a  new  ap- 
plication and  new  proof. 


Mr.  FOWLER.  I  am  opposed  to  this  and  to 
all  amendments,  and  I  am  entirely  sick  of  this 
talk.    Let  us  have  the  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Fuller's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  been  here  too  long  not  to 
know  that  a  speech  at  this  time  would  not  be  ac- 
ceptable from  anybody.  I  offer  the  amendment 
which  I  send  to  the  Chair,  and  ask  that  a  vote 
may  be  taken  upon  it.  We  have  now  got  clear  of 
the  registers  ana  receivers,  and  this  amendment  is 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  a  very  meritorious  class 
of  our  citizens. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  offer 
it  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.'COBB.  We  have  voted  down  the  amend- 
ment, have  we  not? 

The  CH  AIRMAN.  No  vote  has  yet  been  taken 
on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  I  offer  it  as  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  militia  or  volunteers  or  State  troops  of  any  State 
or  Territory  were  called  into  military  service,  and  whose 
services  have  been  paid  by  the  United  States  subsequent  to 
the  eightef iiih  or  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  the 
officere,  soldiens,  and  teamsters  of  such  militia,  volunteers, 
or  troops,  shall  be  enUtled  to  all  the  benefits  ot^  tiie  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  granUtig  bounty  laud  to  certain  ofllccrs  and 
soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in  Uie  military  service  of 
the  1'nited  States,"  appmviMl  September  tw^^^-eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  Ally :  Provided,  That  tlic  first  pro- 
viso of  Uie  tburth  section  of  the  actof  twenty-^ighthof  Sep-, 
tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  firty,  gnuiUng  bounty  land/ 
&c.,  (which  excluded  members  of  Congress  fr(»m  the  ben- 
ttfits  thereof,)  t>e,  and  tbc'same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  want  merely  to  remark,  that, 
my  amendment  also  proposes  to  repeal  the  proviso 
of  the  act  of  September  ^th,  1850,  which  excluded 
members  of  Congress  from  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
Fortunately,  1  am  not  a  soldier,  so  that  this  pro- 
vision will  not  apply  to  me. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Unfortunately,  you  mean. 

Mr.  COBB.  No,  sir;  fortunately  now,  as  t 
have  offered  the  amendment.  The  bill  of  1850 
excluded  members  of  Congress  from  the  benefits 
of  that  act,  and  the  proviso  to  this  amendment 
places  them  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  sol- 
diers who  did  not  happen  to  be  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  first  part  of  the  amendment  provides  for  a 
class  of  men  whom  it  was  intended  to  provide  for 
by  the  act  of  September  28th,  1850,  but  by  a  forced 
construction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  they 
have  been  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  that  act. 
I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  towards  these  individ- 
uals to  endeavor  to  set  this  amendment  passed; 
but  if  the  House  thinks  it  ought  not  to  pass,  why 
let  it  go. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  object  to  this  amendment, 
and  call  for  the  question. 

Mr.  COBB.    One  word  more. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"] 

Mr.  COBB.  1  have  not  exhausted  my  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  COBB.    1  care  nothing  about  it 

rLoud  cries  of  "Order!"] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Barrere 's 
amendment,  it  was  put  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Vii^ginia.  I  offer  the 
following  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill: 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  sale  or  assignment 
of  such  warrant  heretofore  made  for  a  valuable  consider- 
ation, shall  be  deemed  valid  as  though  such  warrant  bad 
been  assignable  at  the  time  of  sale  or  asalgDment. 

1  shall  make  no  speech,  being  satisfied  that  if 
the  amendment  does  not  recommend  itself*  to  the 
House,  nothing  I  can  say  will  secure  its  passage. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  that  the  committee  rise,, 
and  report  the  bill  as  amended  to  the  House; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  special  order  of  the  House,  being  Senate 
bill  146,  entitled  **  Ad  act  to  make  laud  warrants 


assignable,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  Hotue 
with  amendments,  and  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  amendments  be  agreed  to  and  that  the  bilt  do 
pass. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand  that 
my  colleague  moves  the  previous  question  on  the 
bill  and  on  the  amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  covers  both. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  first  Question  to  be 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  CommiUee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  the  following 

Provided,  That  the  warrants  whieh  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be  issued,  in  porvoance  of  said  act  or  of  flib  act, 
may  be  located  upon  any  lands  of  the  United  States  sub^t 
to  private  entry  at  the  time  of  such  location,  at  the  minimom 
price.  Provided  further.  That  when  said  warrants  nbtll  be 
located  upon  lands  which  are  subject  to  entry  at  a  greatfr 
minimum  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-flve  cents  per  acre,  ibt 
locators  of  raid  warrants  shall  pay  to  the  United  State*,  io 
cash,  the  difference  between  the  value  of  snch  warrul»at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  the  tract  of 
land  located  on. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HALL.  When  that  amendment  wasado|»t- 
ed  in  committee,  there  were  sections  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  issue  of  warrants,  but  those  sec- 
tions were  subflfequently  stricken  out,  and  there- 
fore I  would  suggest  that  the  words  **  or  of  this 
act**  be  stricken  out;  they  mean  nothing. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  FITCH  obiected. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  M'hich  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in,  and  to  lay  thennotion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  question  to  be 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  thec^mmittee  to 
strike  out  all  afler  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  com- 
prising the  following  sections,  viz: 

Sec.  3.  ^tid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  registeTt 
and  receivers  of  the  land  offices,  shall  hereafter  be  serer- 
ally  autborized'  to  charire  and  receive  (hr  tlietr  service«  la 
locating  all  military  bounty  land  warrants,  istaed  siaee  Ite 
elevenui  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  the  same  compensadoii  or  percental^  to  vehlch  they 
are  entitled  by  law  fur  sales  or  the  public  lands  forc«Db,  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-flve  cents  ptracre.tbe 
said  compensation  to  be  hereaiter  paid  by  the  astigDcesor 
holders  of  saeh  warrants  where  tbev  have  b^  transferred 
under  the  provisions  of  any  ac^t  of  Congress,  and  the  rpfu- 
laUons  of  the  General  Land  Ofllce;  and  to  be  paid  ootof 
the  Treasury  of  the  (Jnited  States  upon  the  a4itistmeatof 
the  accounts  of  such  officers,  where  it  sliall  be  sboim  lo 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  that  the  warrant  was  located  by  the  solder  or  mV' 
rantee,  or  bis  next  pf  kin,  as  |»rovided  for  \ff  law. 

Sbv.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  register^  sad 
receivers,  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  at  the  passage  of 
this  act,  or  their  legal  represenrativea  in  case  of  death,  ohtll 
be  entiUed  to  receive  Oom  the  Treasury  of  the  IniKd 
States,  for  services  heretofore  perfbrmed  in  locatii^  milH 
tary  bounty  land  warrants,  the  same  rate  of  conpenMtioa 
provided  in  the  preceding  section  for  service  hereafter  to 
DC  performed,  alter  deducting  the  amouiit  already  recdr«d 
by  such  officers  under  the  act  entitled  *<  An  art  to  reqoire 
the  holders  of  military  land  warrants  to  cmnpensate  tbe 
land  officers  of  the  United  States  for  services  in  telaUoo  lO 
the  location  of  thont  warrant*,*'  approved  Majr  sevea- 
teenth^  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight :  Provided,  Ttat 
no  register  or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  est 
of  the  Treasury  for  past  services,  who  ban  charged  and  re- 
ceived ille^l  fees  for  the  locatioD  of  such  warraais:  »diJ 
provided  puiher.  That  no  register  or  receiver  shall  re- 
ceive lor  his  services  during  anv  year,  a  greater  compeast- 
tion  than  the  maximum  how  allowed  by  Taw. 

Sec.  4.  Jtnd  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  in  an  cases 
Where  the  militia  or  volunteers  or  State  troops  of  anf  Btate 
or  Territory  were  called  into  military  service,  and  whose 
services  have  been  paid  by  the  United  States  subseqoent  to 
the  eighteenth  of  Juno,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  tb« 
officers  and  soldiers  of  stK^  militia,  volanteers  or  troops, 
riiall  be  entitled  to  all  the  beneftts  of  the  act  entitled  *^  Aa 
act  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  wbo 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  tbe  United 
States,"  approved  September  tw«ity-eighth,  eigbteea  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  shall  receive  lands  for  their  services  ae- 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  upon  proof  of  leagth 
of  service  as  therein  required ;  and  that  the  last  piovtffi  of 
the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  the  eleventh  of  Febnmry,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-seven,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed: Provided,  That  nothing  herein  cootaioed  i^all 
authorise  bounty  land  to  those  who  have  heretoftre  received 
or  become  entitied  to  the  same. 

Sbc.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  aay 
company,  battalion  or  regiment,  in  an  organised  fbrm, 
marched  more  than  twenty  mile*  to  the  place  where  tbey 
were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  united  Stales,  or 
were  discharged  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  place 
where  suoh  oompany,  battslioii,  or  rafisMBt  wsa  oigaiuxed : 
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to  M  rarh  cmses,  in  compotihf  the  Irnjitb  of  f enice  of  the 

ofllrrrs  and  snldiem  of  any  «iich  company,  battalion,  or 

iejriwcwi,  with  a  view  to  dPteraiine  the  quantity  of  land 

any  officer  or  toldier  i«  entitled  to  under  Miid  act,  approved 

nrentv-etffhth  Septentber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  there 

•hall  be  lUlowed  one  day  fi>r  fvery  twenty  niilea  nrom  the 

place  where  the  company,  barialion  or  rvxfnient  was  or- 

|piais«d.  to  the  place  where  the  same  was  mustered  into 

tti«  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  one  day  for 

every  twenty  milea  from  the  place  where  such  company, 

battalion,  or  rejpment  wasdiwhargcd,  to  the  plnce  where  it 

«ras  orgajiized,  and  from  whence  it  marched  lo  enter  the 

aemcc. 

Passed  the  Senate,  Jattuani  91, 1853. 

Atten:  A8BURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 

Mr.  BISSELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  ihey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  amendment  proposes 
to  strike  out  several  sections,  and  I  destre  to  in- 
quire of  the  Chair  whether  it  is  not  competent  for 
a  separate  vote  to  be  taken  upon  striking  out  each 
section,  if  it  shall  be  called  for? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  is 
not. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  are  some  of  the  sec- 
tions which  I  would  vote  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  strike  out, 
belt  there  are  other  sections  which  I  desire  to  re- 
tain. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  recollection  of  the  Chair 
is,  that  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House  has  been 
against  dividing  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  The 
whole  having  been  reported  as  one  amendment,  the 
Chair  thinks  it  is  not  competent  to  divide  as  the 
gentlemen  proposes. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 

the  committee  on  striking  out,  and  resulted — yeas 

113,  nays  66;  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMn.  AbercromUe,  Aiken,  Allison,  WUIiam 

Apideion,    Avcrett,  Babcock,    Barilett,  Bennett,  Bowie, 

Bowne,  Bragg,  Breckenhdge,  Brigvit,  ueorge  H.  Brown, 

Buell,  Burrows,  Lewis  D.  Campl^l,  Cartter,  Chapman, 

ClMBSiaiD,  Colcock,  Cotlman,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dim- 

BiieJc,  Disney,  Dtfnbain.  Bwios,  Faulkner,  Floyd,  Fowler, 

H.  M.  Fuller,  T.  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gambl«>,Giddings,  Goodrich, 

Grovr,  Harper,  I.  G.  Harris,  Hart,  HaHcall,  Ilebard,  Hibbard, 

Hcrfladay,  J.  W.  Howe,T.  Y.  How,  Hunter,  Ingersoll,  Iveii, 

iaekann,  Jenkins,  O.  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston 

King,  Koboa,  Kurta,  Letcher.  Mann,  Humphrey  Marshall, 

Martia,  Mason,  McDonald,  McLanahan,  McMullin,  Me-  i 

Ctaeen,  Meacham,  Millson,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  More- 

hrad,  Morrison,  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Outlaw, 

Peadee.  Perkins,  Polk,  Powell,  Rantoul,  Riddle,  Bobbins, 

BoMe,  aavafe,  Schennerfaoni)  Schoolorafl,  Schoonmaker, 

8ctfrr>',  Orifen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton,  Stanly,  Benjamin 

Btaaton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 

8tOB«,  Strmaon,  Strothcr,  Sutherland,  Sweetser,  Benjamin 

Thompson,  George  W.  l*bomp.«on,  Thurston,  Toombs, 

Tenat>le,   Walbridge,  Wallace,  Wells,   Addison    White, 

Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Woodward— 113. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  David  J.  Bailey,  Barrere, 
Bell, Bibi^hauSjBisBell,  Brooks, Busby, B. Carringtou Cab- 
ell, Caldwell,  Thompson  Campbell,  ChurchwelT,  Ciork, 
Cluqpnan,  Cobb,  John  6.  Davis,  Dockery,  Doty,  Duncan, 
Eastman,  Evans.  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Freeman,  Gaylord,  Goode- 
now,  Gorman,  Green,  Grey,  Hall,  Hendricks,  Houston,  A. 
Joboson,  J.  Johnson,  R.  W.  Johnson,  D.  T.  Jones,  G.  G. 
King,  Lockhart,  Mace,  McCorkle,  McNaIr,  Miller,  Molo- 
■y,  John  Moore.  Murphy,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penn,  Penni- 
■lan.  Porter,  Price,  Robinson, Sackett,  David  L.  Seymour, 
Boiart,  Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens, 
StuArt,  Taylor,  Townshend,  Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins, 
Welch,  Alexander  White,  and  Vate»— 66. 

So  the  House  a^eed  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment. 

"Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  Tote  just  taken,  and  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  Sjgreed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  has  not  yet  been 
ei}^ossed  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Teimessee.  I  woukI  suggest 
to  the  Speaker  that  t|^is  is  a  Senate  bill,  and  the 
^vesUon  is,  therefore,  upon  ordering  the  amend- 
ments to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  SPE A  RER.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

The  amendments  were  t^en  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and 
naving  been  engrossed,  the  bill  received  its  third 
reading. 

The  question  now  being,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr-  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  pre-  | 
vious  question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  | 
question  orderedto  be  put. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  demanded  the  yeas  and 
Bays;  but  theywere  not  ordered. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Before  the 
bill  passes,  I  rise  to  a  privileged  (]uestion.  I  move 
that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
SB  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair,  if  to- 
morrow is  not  private  bill  day  f 


The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  hope  we  shall  at  least  have 
to-morrow  for  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

The  auestion  now  being  upon  tne  adoptioii  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  DANIEIL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 
^  The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  passage  of 
the  bill  as  amended,  and,  being  taken,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  passed  in  the  following  form,  viz: 

Be  U  enactedf  ^e..  That  all  warrants  (br  military  bounty 
land,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  Issued  under 
any  law  of  the  United  Slates,  and  all  valid  locations  of  the 
same,  which  have  been,  or  may  herealler  be  made,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  assignable,  by  deed  or  in^ttrumeiit  of 
writiug,  made  and  executed  aflec  the  taking  effect  of  this 
act,  accordinc  to  such  form,  and  pureuant  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  bytheComniisnonerof  tbefven- 
eral  Land  Office,  so  as  to  vest  the  aiisifnee  with  all  the 
rights  of  the  original  owners  of  the  warrant  or  location : 
Provided^  That  any  penon  entitled  to  prei}ni|rtion  right  to 
any  land,  shall  be  entitled  to  use  any  such  land  warrant  in 
payment  of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  ^1  25  p(>r  acre,  for  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  specifled :  Providedy  That  the  war- 
rants which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  itwued,  in  pnr< 
Buance  of  said  act  or  of  this  act,  may  be  located  upon  any 
lands  of  the  United  States  subject  to  private  entry  at  the 
time  of  such  location,  at  the  minimum  price:  Provided  fmr- 
ther.  That  when  saia  warrants  sliall  be  located  upon  land's 
which  are  subject  to  entry  at  a  greater  minimum  tiuin  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  locators  of  said 
warrants  shall  pay  to  tlie  UiUted  States,  in  cash,  the  differ- 
enee  between  the  value  of  such  warrants  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  the  tract  of  land  located  on. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reconsid- 
er the  vote  just  taken,  by  which  the  bill  passed, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S    TABLE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the 
Speaker's  table  is  now  loaded  down  with  bills  and 
other  documents;  and  as  the  House  has ydeter- 
mined  to  adjourn  over  until  Monday,  it  is  very 
necessary  that  they  should  be  taken  up  and  dis- 
posed of;  I  know  especially  with  regard  to  one 
Senate  bill  now  upon  that  table  in  relation  to  which 
it  is  very  important  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committee. 
REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that.  I 
desire,"  however,  to  make  a  motion  for  the  printing 
of  extra  numbers  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  has  always  been  done  here- 
tofore. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
hitherto  had  no  opportunity  to  report  a  resolution 
for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  know  what  number 
has  been  usually  printed.  I  move  that  the  usual 
extra  number  of  that  document  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Under  the  rules  of  the  House 
the  motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  any  document 
must  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  am  aware  of  that.  I  know 
that  the  motion  must  |ro  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  intro- 
duction. 

There  was  no  objection,  snd  the  motion  was  ac- 
cordingly submitted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  rrintine. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  now  renew  my  motion  to 
take  up  the  documents  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and 
dispose  of  them. 

There  was  no  objection. 

.EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  communications: 

I.  A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Marine  Hospitals,  of  additional  appro- 
priations necessary  to  complete  and  sustain  said 
hospitals;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

n.  A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  light- 
houses, made  by  the  board  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  8th  March,  1851;  which  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

III.  A  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  msti- 
iyjXin^  a  Military  Asylum  for  the  relief  and  support 
of  sick  and  disabled  soldiers,  the  report,  by  the 
President  and  Treasurers  of  the  Board  of  Offleers 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  of  the  rules 
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and  r^ulations  to  govern  said  asylum.  The  re- 
port states  that  the  board  had  selected,  for  the 
asylum  at  Washington,  a  traci  of  land  owtied  by 
Mr.  Riggs,  distant  two  miles  from  Washington, 
for  which  they  agreed  to  pay  ft57,000;  and  that 
the  purchase  had  been  approved  by  the  President. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Qormak,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

iV.  A  communication  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  approved  July  3,  1836,  entiled  "  An 
act  to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  therein,"  contain- 
ing an  abstract  of  the  offers  for  carrying  the  mail 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851;  a  report  of 
the  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  for 
the  same  year;  and  a  report  of  the  number  and 
amount  of  fines  imposea  upon  mail  contractors 
during  the  same  year,  &c.;  which,  on  motion  by- 
Mr.  Olds,  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

SENATE  BILLS   REFERRED. 

The  SPEAKER,  hj  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  bills  from  the  Sen- 
ate; which  werft  severally  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  be- 
low: 

No.  7d.  An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled 
*<  An  act  to  provide  for  holding  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  dis- 
ability of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,"  ap- 
proved July  39,  1850.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

No.  —  An  act  to  change  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

No.  125.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  W. 
Thompson.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

ifo.  130.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  *John  T.  Sulli- 
van. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

No.  131.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Gideon. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

No.  132.  A-n  act  for  the  relief  of  John  0. 
Means.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

No.  136.  An  act  concerning  the  sessions  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Dei- 
aware.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

No.  138.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Poin- 
dexter.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

N'o.  139.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  California. 
Referred  to  the  Committeee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

No.  144.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Mil- 
ler. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

No.  145.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ezra  Williams. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
'  No.  154.  An  act  to  enforce  discipline  and  pro- 
mote good  conduct  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

No.  170.  An  act  making  an  appropriation  in 
part  for  the  erection  of  the  light-iiouse  on  Sand 
Key,  Florida.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on^ 
Commerce. 

No.  183.  An  act  to  relinquish  the  reversionary 
interest  of  the  United  Stales  to  a  certain  reserva- 
tion therein  mentioned,  and  to  confirm  the  title  of 
Charles  G.  Gunter  thereto.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

No.  9.  Joint  resolution  to  establish  certain  post 
routes.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  anil  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  House 
then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

TbefbllowioK  pedtions,  memorisU,  fcc.  were  preflcnted 
under  tlie  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coininittees  t 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN :  The  petition  of  John  Wickline,  pray- 
ini  CongreM  to  pass  a  law  granting  him  prize  moni'y. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  petiUon  of  Thomas  H.  Major  and 
50 otbera,citixena  of  Clintoa  eoanty,  Indiana, praying  fbr 
the  ealablishinent  of  a  po«t  route  from  the  town  of  JeffiBr- 
•on,  in  Clinton  county,  to  the  town  of  Dayton,  in  Tippe- 
canoe county,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  KuHNS :  Ths  petition  of  James  Moorbtad,  of 
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Wcetmordwid  countv,  Peniwylvania,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  damages  and  fovtes  dustained  by  reason  of  tbo  su«- 
penFion  by  the  Government  of  a  contract  therein  set  forth. 

By  Mr.  McDON ALD :  The  petition  of  William  Proet 
and  others,  aadstant  luarshals,  prajring  fbr  increased  com- 
pensation. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana :  The  project  of  a  law, 
drawn  up  under  the  instnictions  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce or  New  Orleans,  reladre  to  steam  boilers  and  inspect- 
ors of  steam  boilent. 

By  Mr.  DURKHE :  The  petition  of  A.  F.  Stockwell  and 
others,  praying  Congress  to  grant  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  for  the  extension  of  the  Mobile  and  Chicago  railroad. 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER:  Tlie  petition  of  John  H.  King, 
praying  compensation  fbr  his  inventions  and  improvements 
ased  by  the  Povemment  of  the  United  Stales  at  Harper's 
Ferry. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN :  The  petition  of  Homer  Bartlett  and 
others,  ^r  an  appropriation  of  money  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee for  the  Industrial  Exhibition  at  London,  to  relieve 
0iem  from  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  display  of  articles 
Uom  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Massachusetts:  The  memorial 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  call- 
ing the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  situation  of  the  harbor 
in  that  place. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN :  The  petition  of  certain  persons,  pray- 
ins  foi*  the  pa^sai^e  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Wa.'ihlngton 
City  Water  Company. 

By  the  SPEAKER  :  A  statement  relative  to  the  manner 
of  paying  the  compensation  of  the  members  and  officers  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Also,  the  petition  of  merchants  and  others,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  for  au  improvement  of  the  navigation 
around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  by  the  construction  of  an  ad- 
ditional canal. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  February  7, 1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Moroak. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Mount  Morris,  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  an  extension  of  C.  H.  McCormick's  patent 
for  a  reaping  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  documents  in  support 
of  I  he  claim  of  the  widow  of  Brevet  Major  J.  P. 
O'Brien,  late  of  the  United  States  Army,  for  a 
Dension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  peliton  of  Rufus  L.  Baker,  of  theOrd- 
imm-e  Corps,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  difference 
of  pay  between  the  grades  of  captain  and  major, 
during  the  lime  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  lat- 
ter grade;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Columbia  county,  Wis- 
consin, praying  that  the  military  reserve  at  Port 
Winnebago  may  be  granted  to  the  State  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL  LIBRAKY. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  .1  would  ask  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  providing  for 
the  repair  of  the  old  Congressional  Library. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  rend  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  its 
consideration. 

It  provides  that  the  sum  of  $72,500  be  appropria- 
ted to  repairtheCongressionalLibrary  room,  which 
was  lately  destroyed  by  Ore,  according  to  the  plan 
describeu  in  the  report  and  drawings  which  were 
submitted  by  the  Architect  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  ana  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  of  the  Senate;  provided,  however,  that 
the  work  shall  be  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  be  subject  to 
such  a  modincation  of  the  details  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  general  arrangement  of  the  plan, 
and  necessary  and  proper  in  the  opinion  of  the 
{^resident  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  say  a  very  few  words 
in  regard  to  the  bill.  It  provides  only  for  the  re- 
pair of  the  old  Library  room,  which  we  hope  to 
have  fitted  up  and  ready  for  use  by  the  middle  of 
May.  It  is  an  object  which  is  very  anxiously 
desired  by  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
that  we  should  have  it  fitted  up  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  room  will  be  according  to  its  old  dimensions. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  drawing  of  a  vertical  section 
of  it.  As  It  is  proposed,  it  is  to  consist  of  three 
stories  and  an  alcove,  surmounted  above  by  light 
iron  galleries,  the  whole  to  be  crowned  by  a  sky- 
light the  entire  length  of  it.  It  is  proposed  to 
make  it  fire-proof,  and  that  the  only  material  used 
shall  be  iron.  I  believe  that  is  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  the  room.     If  Senatora  are  anxious  to 


look  further  into  it,  they  will  find  a  complete  de- 
scription in  the  report  of  the  Architect,  which  was 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
annendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

BILL  PASSED. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  desire  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  and  if  there  is  no  objection  ask 
for  its  consideration  at  this  time: 

Resolvtdf  That  the  8«H:retarjr  of  State  be  directed  to  in- 
form tlie  Senate  whether  all  the  claim*,  which  were  t*xbib- 
ited  to  the  late  "  Board  of  Commissioners  on  claims  against 
Mexico,"  were  finally  adjudicated ;  and  also  whether  the 
sum  designated  in  the  treaty  was  adequate  to  the  full  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  found  due. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  will,  in  a  very  few  words, 
state  the  reasons  why  I  have  submitted  the  reso- 
lution, and  why,  in  my  judgment,  it  should  be 
adopted.  It  is  stated  thai  there  is  a  balance  of 
forty-odd  thoiisand  dollara  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury, after  paying  all  the  claims  which  have  been 
found  to  be  due  by  this  Board.  This  balance,  al- 
leged to  be  now  in  the  Treasury,  is  claimed  by  the 
NIexican  Government,  or  rather  has  been  assigned 
to  a  Mexican  citizen,  who  has  presented  to  the 
Senate  a  claim  for  it.  The  whole  amount  appro- 
priated to  meet  the  claims  was  three  millions  aiid 
a  quarter.  The  Board  of  Commissionera  adjudged 
all  the  claims,  as  is  alleged,  and  now  it  is  stated 
that  there  is  a  balance  of  forty -odd  thousand  dollara 
remaining  in  the  Treasury. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  desire  to  know — eund 
it  is  also  important  for  the  Senate  to  know — 
whether  all  the  claims  presented  against  Mexico, 
on  the  part  of  this  Government  or  of  its  citizens, 
have  been  finally  adjudicated  and  passed  upon  by 
the  Board;  and  we  can  only  obtain  that  informa- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

SALT  SPRINGS  IN  IOWA. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  the  lands  reserved  for  salt  springs  therein; 
and  no  amendment  being  made  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

RELIEF  OF  soldiers'  WIDOWS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  revive  a  portion  of  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers;  and 
on  his  motion  it  was  further  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  MAILS. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Retohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ood  Postmaster 
General  be  requested  to  furnish  Congress  with  copies  of  all 
contracts  originally  made  and  at  pref*ent  existing  for  the 
transportahnn  of  the  mails  between  New  York  and  Cali- 
fornia by  steamships  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans, 
and  all  information  they  possras  inj^sard  thereto;  what 
amount  has  been  paid,  and  to  whom ;  what  amount  is  now 
paid,  and  to  whom,  for  the  transit  of  the  mails  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  in  connection  wi^  said  steamship  ser- 
vice ;  the  gross  amount  of  money  that  has  been  paid  under 
each  service ;  when  such  contracts  commenced ;  in  what 
sums  and  at  what  periods  of  time  paid,  and  to  whom  each 
payment  has  been  made  j  whether  at  such  periods  as  ex- 
pressed under  the  terms  of  said  contracts  ^  otherwise ;  the 
amount  of  service  rendered,  and  tiy  what  vessels ;  bow 
often  they  arrive  and  depart;  what  time  has  been  and  is 
now  occupied  in  tlie  carriage  of  the  malls  between  said 
ports ;  whether  all  the  vessels  stipulated  under  said  eon- 
tracts  to  be  built  have  been  so  built,  or  what  portion  of 
them ;  whether,  if  two  or  three  of  the  five  ships  contracted  to 
be  built  under  said  contracts  were  not  so  Guilt,  but  other 
vessels  engaged  in  independent  lines  united  with  the  vessels 
of  the  Oovernm^nt  contractors,  thus  forming  one  line ;  each 
of  the  parties,  however,  owning  their  own  vessels,  and  io 
that  maimer  answering  the  terms  of  the  contracts  to  build 
said  five  ships?  Whether  other  fkciliUes  exist  for  perform- 
ing the  same  or  a  siniilar  service,  and  if  other  propositions 
have  been  made,  and  upon  what  terms,  to  p^orm  said  ser- 
vice, and  witliin  what  periods  of  tioie.' 

THE  EXILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 
At  one  o'clock  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order,  viz:  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Poote,  of  Mississippi,  on  the 
9d  of  December  last,  in  these  words: 


Joint  Resolution  expressiveof  the  sympathy  of  Concren  far 
the  exiled  Irish  patriots,  SmiUi  O'Brien  and  ThS^p 
Meagher,  and  their  assocUtes.  ^^  ^• 

Be  U  r*9olved  by  the  SenuU  and  Howeef  RcmsnOaMMt 
of  the  United  State*  of  America  i»  OmtrZ  atSSS. 
That  in  consideration  of  the  general  symMthy  Mt  by  Ski 
people  of  the  United  States  tor  Smith  O'Brien,  ThamuT 
Meagher,  and  their  immediate  associates,  exiled  Irisk  wai 
ots,  and  the  warm  sympathies  feh  by  the  coBMrraiea  of 
these  distinguished  sufilerers,  who  have  beeome  ailootel 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  Preaidest  of  the  UaiM 
States  be  requested  to  autboriee  a  eorrespoodrnce  to  be 
opened  with  the  Govemroeolof  her  Mi^Jesty  cbe'an«;eaar 
Great  Britain,  appealing  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  Britiib 
Government  and  people  in  tiidr  b^ialf;  and  respcetfUly  r«. 
questing  tlie  liberation  of  these  personages  from  their  prM«a 
confinement,  with  an  offer  to  receive  tnem  upna  the  botn. 
table  shores  of  the  United  States. 

On  Thursday,  the  29tb  of  January,  Mr.  Shieldi 
submitted  the  following  amendment;  which  is  the 
pending  question: 
Strike  out  all  aAer  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert: 
**  That  while  we  disclaim  all  intention  of  interfering  in 
any  way  in  the  internal  affkirs  of  the  Kingduoi  of  Great 
Britain  and  Indand,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  express,  la  t 
respectful  manner,  our  firm  conviction  that  it  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  the  neople  of  the  United  States,  maaj 
of  whom  are  natives  or  Ireland,  and  connected  by  bloo4 
with  the  inhabitants  of  tliat  country,  to  see  Smith  U'Brica 
and  bis  associatas  restored  to  liberty,  and  permitted,  if  ao 
disposed,  to  emigrate  to  this  country.  We  would  rcgvd 
this  act  of  clemency  as  a  new  proof  of  the  friendly  dltpon. 
tion  of  the  British  Government  towards  our  Republic,  tai 
as  calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  affection  now  hap- 
Irily  existing  between  the  people  of  the  United  Suies  sad 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Mr.  SHIELDS  addressed  the  Senate  at  tomt 
length  in  support  of  his  proposition.  A  report  of 
his  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  suggest  to  thecon- 
sideration  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  lllinoit, 
who  has  favored  us  with  a  very  eloquent,  and 
I  hope  very  itifluential  argument,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  this  resohition,  some  amendmenii  to 
nis  amendment,  which,  if  he  will  give  me  his  at- 
tention, I  will  read.  They  are  to  strike  out,  in 
the  fourth  line  of  the  printed  amendment  the  word 
••respectful," and  insert  the  word  "courteous;" 
in  the  same  line,  strike  out  the  word  ••coDTio* 
tion,**  and  insert  the  word  •♦opinion;"  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  lines,  strike  out  the  words  ♦'we 
would  regard  this  act  of  clemency,'*  and  insert 
*•  this  act  of  clemency  would  be  regarded;**  ao  as 
to  make  the  amendment  read: 

"That  while  we  disclaim  all  intention  of  loteriMn;  is 
an^  way  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  Grest 
Britain  and  Ireland,  we  deem  It  our  duty  to  express,  in  « 
courteous  nmnner,  our  firm  opinion  that  it  would  be  bigbly 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  the  united  States,  msny  of  whom 
are  natives  of  Ireland,  and  connected  by  blood  widl  *e  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  to  see  Smith  O'Brieo  and  his 
associates  restored  to  liberty,  and  permitted,  if  ra  duvoeed, 
to  emigrate  to  thin  country.  And  that  thi«  act  of  demency 
would  be  regarded  as  a  new  proof  of  tiie  friendlr  dt«pnei- 
tion  of  the  British  Government  t<xwards  our  Republic,  and  u 
calculated  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  affection  now  happily 
existing  between  tnepeople  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  upon  these  amend- 
ments, and  also  upon  the  resolution  itself.  I  will 
be  governed  bv  the  preference  of  the  Senate,  aa  to 
whether  I  shall  proceed  now  or  at  a  future  time. 

Several  Senators  expressed  a  desire  to  adjounn. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  i  move,  therefore,  that  die 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE.; 
MoMDAT,  February  9,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rer.  L.  P.  Morgan. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Deip^ 
ment,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resaiutiaa 
of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  a  report  from  the 
Chief  Engineer,  that  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Engineer  officers  for  the  Pacific  coast,  ad- 
dressed to  the  "Engineer  Department  on  the  Sdth  of 
October  last,  recommended  that  Congress  be  asked 
to  appropriate  not  less  than  |SOO,000  for  the 
commencement  of  for^cations  at  San  Francisco; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  od  the  table 
and  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  December  13,  1815,Biitty.lwo  copies  of  the 
official  Army  Register  for  the  year  1852,  ^^  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  which  was  reiut,  and  ordered  to 
bt  laid  on  the  table. 


1852. 
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PETITIONS. 
Tlie  PRESIDENT  wo  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  memorial  of  tne  Le^idaiure  of  Alabama, 
pnyinf:  that  the  citizena  of  Uiat  State  may  be  in- 
demnified fbr  loasea  sustained  during  the  Indian 
lioatiltties  in  1836  and  1837;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  assistant 
marshals,  in  Licking  county;  a  memorial  of  as- 
■iscant  marshals  m  Perry  countv;  and  a  memorial 
^of  assistant  marshals  m  Waae  county,  in  the 
8i«te  of  Ohio,  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census, 
praying  additional  compensation;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  resolutions  adopted  at 
•  meeting  of  the  mhabitants  of  the  town  of  Na- 
poleon, Riplejr  county,  Indiana,  recommending 
the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a  division  of 
the  Indian  territory  |yin|:  soutnwestwardly  of  the 
Missouri  river,  and  for  defining  the  bountuiries  of 
tfi«  Territory  of  Nebraska;  also,  makine  pro  vis- 
ions for  the  removal  of  certain  tribes  or  Indians 
from  that  Territory,  and  for  the  settlement  of  the 
pablic  lands  lying  therein,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished;  which  were  referred 
Co  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  &vor  of  an  appropriation  of  the  vacant  public 
lands  within  the  Vincennes  land  district  fbr  the 
benefit  of  common  schools;  Which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  favor  of  the  location  of  a  national  armory  at 
ETansrille,  in  that  State;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  lavor  of  the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  ftivor  of  restricting  the  entry  of  the  public  lands 
to  settlers,  and  to  them  only,  in  limited  quanti- 
ties, and  at  the  cost  merely  of  the  survey  and 
patent;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  joumey- 
wien  eigar  makers  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  praying 
an  increase  of  the  duties  on  cigars;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Guilford,  Illinois, 
praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  amicable 
adjustment  of  international  controversies;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  petition  of  J.  H. 
Carter,  a  passed  midshipman  in  the  Navy,  pray- 
ing arrearages  of  pay  and  the  reimbursement  of 
expenses  incurred  at  Rio  de  Jemeiro,  while  de- 
tained there  by  sickneta;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  am  requested  to  present  the 
petition  of  Richard  M.  Bouton,  of  the  State  of 
New  York.    He  says  that  in  the  year  1842,  he 
was  employed  by  the  Commissary  of  Ordnance  to 
manufacture  percussion  caps  for  the  use  of  the 
Army;  that  from  that  time  until  the  present  he  has 
diligently  devoted  himself  to  that  task;  that  he 
found  there  was  not  either  in  this  country  or  in 
Europe  anj  efficient  machine,  which  was  self- 
(^perating,  ror  that  purpose;  that  he  has  invented 
«nd  pmecied  such  a  machine;  that  the  articles 
which  are  the  production  of  it  are  now  in  use  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
are  made  with  greater  economy  than,  and  are  of 
vastly  superior  quality  to,  any  other;  and  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  the  Gktverment  of  the  United  States 
ts  secure  to  itself  a  property  in  the  invention .    He 
presents  an  application  to  the  Senate  to  take  the 
tuMeot  iAto  their  consideration.    It  is  supported 
fajr  letters  from  Colonel  Baker;  a  lieite  Secretary  of 
War,  Mr.  Marcy;  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Navy 
Yard;  and  others.   In  cbmpliance  with  his  request, 
I  move  that  the  memorial  and  accompanying  pa- 
pers be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
They  were  so  ref)nrred. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  petition  of 
t  body  of  Hungarian  refugees,  settled  in  Scott 
eoonly,  Iowa,  praying  that  they  may  be  included 
io  any  measure  of  relief  which  Confess  may  pass 
(brtne  benefit  of  their  brethren  at  New  Buda,  in 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr,  DAVIS  presented  the  mfmorial  of  C.  G. 
Bailor, United  States  Consul  at  Amsterdam,  Hdl- 


land,  representing  that  the  fees  accruing  from  the 
office  of  Consul  at  that  place,  are  wholly  insuf- 
ficient, and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  salary;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  manufkcturers  of  lasts,  ^t 
Boston,  praying  that  the  bill  giving  further  reme- 
dies to  patentees  may  become  a  law;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  Elliot 
F.  Penney,  a  soldier  in  the  la«t  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  tensions. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Sharon,  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  an 
avowal  by  Congress  of  the  principle  of**  interven- 
tion for  nbn-intervention,"as  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic law  of  nations.    Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  four  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Michigan,  praying  a  donatioa  of  land  to  that 
State,  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  and  Ot- 
tawa Railroad;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee or\  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  present  the  memorial  of  James 
M.  Crane,  praying  additional  compensation  for 
publishing  tne  acts  of  Congress  for  1849- *50,  in 
the  Cdifornia  Courier,  a  newspaper  published  by 
him  in  California,  and  that  some  general  provision 
may  be  made  for  giving  adequate  compensation  to 
the  newspaper  press  in  that  State  for  publishing 
the  laws  or  the  United  States.  I  will  slate,  in 
presenting  this  petition,  that  the  present  compen- 
sation for  publishing  the  laws  there  is  entirely  in- 
adequate. During  the  last  summer,  I  was  applied 
to  OS  numerous  occasions  for  copies  of  the  laws. 
They  never  can  be  published  there  unless  there  is 
an- additional  compensation.  As  the  question  is 
important,  in  connection  with  the  Judiciary  sys- 
tem, I  move  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  GWIN  also  presented  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Stone  and  Isaac  H.  Marks,  praying  compen- 
sation for  property  of  which  they  were  dispos- 
sessed under  an  Indian  treaty;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  tiles  of  the  Senate, 
rslatinf  to  the  claims  of  Charles  Reeder,  Walter  R.  John- 
son, Slid  the  imX  represemativea  of  Thomas  F.  Jones,  be 
referred  to  the  Coii|ioiuee  of  Clainui. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Fhoabe  Morris,  widow  of  Robert  H. 
Morris,  to  a  peosien,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  was 

Order edf  That  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  on 
the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  jo  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was 
Ordered.  That  the  memorial  of  tlie  representatives  of 
Jean  Baptiste  de  Lomafpne,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  it  was 

Oriertdf  That  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Lewis,  and  the 
documents  ralatiag  to  the  olaim  of  Theodore  £.  Elltott,  en 
the  dies  of  the  Benato,  be  referred  to  the  Committei^  oa 
Indian  Aflairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Wiiliani  W.  Chew  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  memorial  and  papers. 

REPOats  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

W[r.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  Which  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  L.  Da- 
vis, submitted  an  adverse  report;  wbich  was  read. 

He  tilso,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  the  following  bills  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  reported  them  back  withotit 
amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Albra  Tripp; 

An  act  fbr  the  relief  of  Joseph  Jonnson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Blodgett;  ^d 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  arrears  of  pension  to 
the  ^lardian  of  Artemas  Conant. 
consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Young,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  QEYERjfrom  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Armstrong,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 


The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  io  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also, from  the  samecommittee,  to  which  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Spalding,  submitted 
an  adverse  report;  which  was  read. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Carrigtm,  sub- 
mitted a  report;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
the  committee  were  discharged  from  the  further 
considemtion  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  fhe  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Young,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  reed  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Margaret  Farrar,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

He  also,  from  the  same,  committee,  to  whi<3i 
was  referred  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
Lewis  A.  Thomas  and  Thomas  Rogers,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printecl. 

Subsequently,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHI- 
SON, the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  o£ 
the  Whole,  and  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned indefinitely,  the  bill  having  been  passed  at 
the  last  session. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  J.  Epes  Cowan,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
legal  representatives  of  Antoine  Vasquez,  Hypo- 
lite  Vasquez,  Joseph  Vasquez,  and  John  Colli- 
gan,  to  enter  certain  lands  in  Missouri;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Martin  Fen  wick,  re- 

Eorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin  Fenwick  or 
is  l^al  representatives;   which   was  read   and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ine^,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  5th  instant,  to  print  five 
thousand  five  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  Captain  H.  Stansbury,  of  his  exploration 
of  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  five  hundred  copies  thereof  to  be  fur- 
nished to  the  Topographical  Bureau,  three  hundred 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  two  hundred 
copies  to  Captain  Stansbury,  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  FELCH  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  uf 
certain  reserved  lands. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

A  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of  Iowa  the  lands 
reserved  for  salt  springs  therein ;  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  repair  of  the  Congres- 
sional Library  room,  lately  destroyed  by  fire. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Mr.  Fornet,  their  Clerk,  was  received: 

Mr.  Presidsict:  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  bill  to  make  land  warrants  assignable,  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  request  tlie  ooncsrrenceof  the 
Senate. 

CASH  k.  ELLIS. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
C.  Cash  and  Giles  U.  Ellis,  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate  on  Friday  last.  At  the  request  of  some 
of  the  friends  of  that  bill,  I  move  to  recoosidar 
the  vote  by  which  it  was  rejected. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upoti  tht 
table. 

RAILROADS.  IN  IOWA. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  general  order 
\m  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  lown,  in  aid  of  the 
construction  of  certain  railroads  in  that  State. 
This  bill  is  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  question  pending  is  on  an 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Underwood.] 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Bell]  had  the  floor  when  that  bill 
was  last  under  discusaion.    He  is  not  now  in  h|f 
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seat,  and  I  would  like  to  make  some  arrangement, 
if  possible,  that  it  might  come  up  in  its  order  when 
that  Senator  may  be  present.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  at  this  time  it  will  be  passed  over  inform- 

aUy. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  one  o'clock  very 
shortly,  when  the  special  order  will  be  called  for, 
and  some  dispcMitioit  must  be  made  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  ask  the  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  |iass  that  bill  over,  as  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  is  not  in  his  place. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  make  no  objection 
to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  be- 
cause the  Senator  from  Tennessee  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  is  understood  to  be  desirous  of  address- 
ing the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 

NAVY-YARD  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  general  order 
i^a  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  and  depdt  on 
the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  in  Ualifornia. 

^r.  GWIN.  I  should  like  to  make  a  statement 
with  regard  to  that  bill.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Brodhead]  wishes  to  be  present 
when  that  bill  is  called  up.  Pressing  business  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  called  him  away  for 
a  short  time,  and  before  his  departure  I  agreed 
not  to  call  up  this  bill  until  Thursday  next.  1  am 
willing  that  it  should  be  passed  over  until  that 
day,  but  I  now  give  notice  that  I  will  then  call  it 
up. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over. 

LIFE-SECURITY  ON  STEAMBOATS. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  of 
Congress,  providinf^  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, next  came  up  in  its  order,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  consists  of  two  sections,  the  first  of 
which  provides,  that  the  authority  vested  in  the 
jud&res  of  the  district  courts  of  the  Unit^  States, 
within  whose  judicial  districts  ports  of  entry  or 
delivery  may  be  established  on  the  navigable 
waters,  lakes,  bays,  and  rivers  of  iheUnited  States, 
by  the  act  of  July  7th,  1838,  entitled  *'  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  pas- 
sengers,'* &c.,  be  vested  in  the  judge  of  any  other 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  within  whose 
judicial  district  no  ports  of  entry  or  delivery  may 
nave  been  established  by  law,  and  that  he  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint  one  or  more  persons  compe- 
tent to  make  inspections  of  such  boats,  and  of 
their  boilers  and  machinery;  that  such  persons  so 
appointed  shall  not  be  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  steam-engines,  boilers,  or  other  machinery 
belonging  to  steam  vessels,  who  shall  perform  the 
duties  contemplated  bv  said  law,  and  receive  such 
comj3ensation  as  said  law  prescribes.  The  second 
section  provides  that  all  certificates  of  inspection, 
required  by  said  act,  shall  be  delivered  to  tne  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
judicial  district  in  which  said  certificate  shall  have 
been  issued ;  and  that  any  master  or  owner  of  apy 
steamboat  who  shall  refuse  to  deliver  such  cevtin- 
cate  within  thirty  days  aAer  such  vessel  shall  have 
become  employed  in  any  judicial  district  as  afore- 
said, shall  incur  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  and  distnbuted  like  other  penalties 
incurred  under  existing  laws. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  there  is  nothing  at  pres- 
ent before  the  Senate,  I  should  be  glad  to  nave 
that  bill  disposed  of  now.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  TMr.  Ukderwood]  has  an  amendment 
to  oflfer  to  the  bill,  to  which  I  presume  there  will 
be  no  objection;  and  I  hope  the  bill  will  then  be 
allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  prepared  an 
amendment,  which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate.    I 

Eropose  that  it  shall  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill 
y  way  of  an  additional  section.    The  amend- 
ment is  as  follows: 

8kc.  3.  Jinibe  U/urikwenaetedyThut^t indg—ofthe 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  within  whose  JudicitI 
districts  there  may  l>e  ports  of  entry  or  delivery,  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  appoint  iniipectors  of  steamboats, 
and  of  ttMir  boilers  and  machinery,  at  snch  placeK  within 
the  Judicial  district  not  less  than  Afiy  miles  distant  tiroat  a 
port  of  entry  or  deliverv,  as  the  Judge  of  the  district  may 
deem  proper;  and  the  inspectors  no  oppointed  shall  have 
iril  the  powers  and  rights,  and  shall  perfomi  all  tlie  duties 
and  be  8ol)}«ct  to  all  the  liabiliHes  imposed  upon  inspect- 
ors appointed  under  and  In  virtue  of  the  act  of  7th  July, 
1838,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  beUer  security 
of  tlM  Uvw  of  paaMnfen  oa  board  of  vetMis  propalltd  la 
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wiMde  or  in  part  by  steam,  ".and  the  act  to  modify  said  act, 
approved  March  3,  1843,  and  any  other  act  of  Congress: 
Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  an  inspector 
a4  aforesaid  who  is  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  steam- 
engines,  steam-boilers,  or  other  machinery  belonging  to 
steam  vessels. 

I  approve  entirely  of  the  object  of  the  bill  of 
my*  friend  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Borlakd;]  and 
from  what  1  know  of  tlie  rivers  in  his  State,  not 
having  ports  of  entry,  there  is  jgreat  injury  sus- 
tained for  want  of  inspectors.  I  know  also  that 
the  people  in  the  western  end  of  my  State,  who 
are  removed  some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  from 
Louisville,  (the  nearest  port  of  entry  for  them,) 
labor  under  the  same  ciifficulties,  there  being  no 
inspectors  of  steamboats  at  Paducah  and  other 
places.  My  amendment,  therefore,  provides  that 
judges  of  the  district  courts,  where  tnere  are  such 
portsof  entry  or  delivery,  may  appoint  inspectors — 
men  who,  in  the  language  of  the  bill,  **shall  not 
be  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  steam-engines, 
steam-boilers,  or  other  machinery  belonging  to 
steam  vessels, ' '  who  shall  make  the  insp^tion  and 
perform  the  duties  contemplated  by  the  said  law, 
**and  who  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  responsibilities 
imposed  by  any  act  of  Congress.**  1  have  con- 
ferred with  my  friend  from  Arkansas,  and  I  believe 
that  he  is  willing  that  the  benefits  proposed  by  his 
bill  to  be  conferred  on  the  State  of  Arkanses  should 
be  extended  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  by  the 
amendment  which  I  have  offered.  I  see  no  objec- 
tion that  can  be  offered  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
1  hope  that  the  amendment  will  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  bill  will  be  passed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

No  other  amendment  being  oflfered,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  When  that  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  at  a  former  session,  I  stated  some  reasons 
why  I  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  passed;  and  I 
must  confess  that  the  same  reasons  still  operate 
upon  my  mind.  I  know  it  is  very  desirable  to 
have  a  proper  inspection  of  steamboat  boilers,  and 
Confess  has  designated  by  law  the  places  where 
certificates  of  inspection  may  be  given  and  by 
whom.  But  the  law,  as  it  is,  has  operated  badly, 
and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint  tmit 
the  certificates  of  inspection  have  been  given  in 
many  instances  without  sufficient  examination. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  a  better  security  that 
the  certificates  of  inspection  are  properly  given, 
to  require  that  the  boats  shall  be  inspected  at  the 
great  points  where  inspections  are  now  made — at 
the  ports  of  entry,  like  Louisville  or  New  Orleans. 
Hut  if  you  extend  the  facilities  for  procuring  cer- 
tificates of  inspection,  so  that  they  may  be  pro- 
cured on  all  the  small  rivers  in  every  Slate,  it  may 
happen  that  whefl  a  certificate  is  refused  at  one 
point,  the  boat  may  be  taken  to  another  of  the 
small  places,  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  the 
inspection  will  be  less  rigid, and  that  certificates  will 
be  granted  with  less  examination  than  at  present. 
Besides,  I  see  no  necessity  for  this  bill  as  a  mat- 
ter of  convenience,  because;  though  the  boats  may 
run  on  the  small,  rivers,  they  are  generally  built  or 
repaired  at  other  ports — at  Louisville  or  New  Or- 
leans— and  they  can  obtain  their  certificates  there. 
I  think,  therefore,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  neces- 
sity for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  especially 
as  I  think  the  very  small  security  we  now  have 
will  be  weakened  by  it,  that  it  should  not  be 
passed. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  did  not  anticipate  there 
•would  be  any  opposition  whatever  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  I  tmnk  the  Senator  from  Louisiana 
is  entirely  mistaken  in  the  purpose  of  the  bill.  It 
is  not  to  weaken  or  to  lessen  tne  security  we  now 
have;  it  is  not  to  change  the  law  at  all  on  thestib- 
ject  of  inspection;  it  requires  the  same  qualifica- 
tions on  the  part  of  inspectors  which  are  now  re- 
quired. It  refers  to  the  general  law,  and  simply 
extends  the  benefits  of  that  general  law  over  a  re- 

fion  of  the  country  that  does  not  now  enjoy  those 
enefits.  The  general  law,  as  the  Senator  very 
well  knows,  gives  power  to  district  judc^es  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  inspectors  within  collec- 
tion districts.  Where  the  district  of  the  judge  is 
a  collection  district  of  the  United  States,  there  he 
has  the  power  to  appoint  inspectors,  but  judg^es 
whose  districts  do  not  embrace  a  collection  district 
have  no  power  to  make  these  appoinments.  This 
bill  simpiv  proposes  to  confer  on  the  judee  of  the 
district  or  Arkansas  the  same  power  which  judgts 


have  where  there  are  collection  districts.  That  it 
the  chief  provision  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Conunerce,  and  the  ameiMl- 
ment  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  ICenuicky 
only  extends  the  power  of  the  district  judge  of 
Kentucky  a  little  further  than  it  now  exists,  and 
enables  him  to  appoint  inspectors  at  other  pom 
which  are  not  poru  of  entry,  provided  these  piaeei 
are  not  within  a  certain  distance  of  some  port  of 
entry. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  says  that 
he  sees  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  hill, 
because  these  inspections  may  be  made  at  otbcr 
important  points.    But  they  are  distant  points, 
and  therein  is  the  difficulty.    They  are  pouitt  so 
distant  as  to  subject  those  interested  in  the  boats 
which  navigate  the  rivers  of  Arkansas  to  verv 
epreat  inconvenience  and  very  great  expense.    A 
boat  which  has  been  injured  on  the  Woite  river, 
or  the  Arkansas,  or  any  other  nver  in  that  State, 
must  be  taken  to  a  distant  pnort  to  be  repaired,  for 
the  reason  that  her  inspection  must  be  made  and 
certificate  given  at  that  port.    But  if  you  give  ui 
tlie  advantage  of  having  our  boats  inspected  at 
home,  where  the  accident  has  occurred,  we  shall 
then  have  the  facilities  for  repairing  our  beau  tt 
home  also.     Even  our  steam  ferry-ooats  are  under 
the  necessity  of  being  taken  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  miles  to  get  their  inspection  cfertificates. 
That  is  a  very  serious  objection  to  the  present  lav, 
as  it  afifects  States  situated  as  mine  is.    The  Sen* 
ator  says  he  is  no{  aware  that  very  serious  iocoo- 
venience  or  suflfering  exists.    I  can  say  to  him.  that 
if  he  had  lived  in  my  State,  he  would  know  that 
serious  injury  has  resulted  from  the  present  regu- 
lations.   The  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  of 
c;etting  certificates  is,  that  our  nvers  are  filled  with 
boats  which  could  not  get  a  certificate  anywhere. 
They  have  come  from  other  rivera,  and  slip  into 
ours  where  there  is  no  place  of  ii^ptction,  aod 
thus  they  evade  the  general  law.    We  wish  to 
compel  tnem  to  be  inspected  where  their  t^e  ii, 
so  that  thus  they  cannot  impose  upon  our  people, 
and  expose  the  lives  of  passengers.    That  is  die 
object  of  this  bill.    It  doe«  not  propose  to  change 
the  present  law  at  edl,  but  only  to  give  us  the  same 
benefiu  that  the  people  of  the  rest  of  the  United 
States  enjoy. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  wish  to  address  a  tin- 
gle  remark  to  the  Senator  Trom  Louisiana,  to  show 
that  there  are  actually  existing  difficulties  which 
should  be  remedied.  There  is  a  very  large  steam- 
boat manufactory  carried  on  at  Paducah.  There 
are  also  preparations  made  for  repairing  boats  to 
a  very  great  extent.  Now,  suppose  a  new  boat 
is  built  at  Paducah;  that  boat  must  be  taken  to 
Louisville,  some  three  hundred  miles  from  Pada* 
cah,  up  the  river,  to  be  inspected;  and  that  boat 
may  be  designed  to  trade  upon  the  Tennessee  rirer, 
and  for  no  other  trade.  You  will  then  compel  the 
boat  to  travel  three  hundred  miles  up  and  down 
the  river,  putting  the  owners  to  the  expense  of 
these  two  trips,  K»r  no  other  purpose  than  to  pro- 
cure a  certificate  of  inspection. 

Take  another  case:  Suppose  the  Arkansas  river 
becomes  low,  as  it  does  occasionally,  and  see  how 
these  small  boats  are  affected  that  run  upoo  it, 
trading  from  Little  Rock  to  the  Mississippi  rivar, 
and  not  passing  below  the  junction  with  the 
Mississippi,  but  from  point  to  point  along  the 
Arkansas.  The  law,  as  it  now  exists,  w^J''* 
boats  to  be  inspected  every  six  months.  When 
the  six  months  expire,  afUr  the  boat  has  been  once 
inspected ,  that  Arkansas  boat  has  to  travel  to  New 
Orleans,  or  to  St.  Louis,  to  procure  another  cer- 
tificate of  inspection.  You  see  at  once  whataoort 
and  delay  is  put  upon  the  owner  of  the  boat,  sad 
to  a  certain  extent,  upon  all  that  are  concerned  ut 
the  management  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  inspec- 
tion. 

Now  my  friend  'a  bill,  with  my  amendment,  n 
designed  to  provide  for  having  inspectors  at  the 
places  where  the  boats  are  repaired,  and  near  the 
places  where  they  trade,  so  thataAer  the  time  ex- 
pires within  which  they  are  required  to  be  in- 
spected, they  need  not  travel  out  of  their  way  for 
that  purpose,  but  may  have  an  inspectornear at 
hand .  It  seems  to  me  that  inspectors  in  -A  w^S 
having  the  duty  of  inspecting  the  boats  in  whidi 
the  property  and  livesof  the  citizens  of  that  Statesrt 
intrusted,  will  perhaps  be  a  little  more  diligent antt 
faithful  in  their  attention  to  the  boaU  engaged  ex- 
clusively in  the  Arkansas  trade,  than  those  wouw 
who  have  the  duty  of  inspecting  boaU  which  art 
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to  be  eniraeed  in  trade  four  or  five  hundred  milee 
dutant.    They  would  then  have  an  additional  in- 
centive, perhaps,  to  a  diligent  and  faithful  execu- 
tion of  ine  trust,  when  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  people  of  their  own  State  were  concerned,  and 
/  shonid,  therefore,  expect  them  to  perform  the 
duty  faithfully.    These  are  the  evils  which  exist, 
and  which  the  bill  proposes  to  remedy,  and  I  hope 
that  it  may  be  permitted  to  pass. 

My  friend  from   Massachusetts,  on   my  leA, 
(Mr.  Davis,]  has  a  bill,  which  he  promises  to  bring 
forward  soon,  overhauling  the  whole  subject,  en- 
deavoring to  make  provisions  which  will  regulate 
the  whole  matter,  from  beginning  to  end.    If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  it  proposes  something:  like  a 
revision  of  the  present  law.    We  in  the  West  all 
have  a  common  interest,  not  only  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, but  on  all  its  tributaries;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
ve  are  all  sincerely  anxious  to  see  that  system 
adopted  which  will  secure  the  lives  and  property 
of  our  people.    It  seems  to  me  that  this  bill  will 
not  interfere  with  the  one  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  proposes  to  present; 
and  when  thai  bill  comes  up,  if  it  will  secure  the 
object  we  aim  at,  t  shall  be  ready  to  sustain  it,  and 
to  unite  with  my  friends  from  the  West  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any 
one  to  facilitate  the  interest  of  the  West,  and  es- 
pecially that  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Ken- 
tocky,  and  it  is  virith  very  great  regret  that  I  offer 
aoy  opposition  lo  this  bill,  and  I  do  it  only  from  a 
sense  of  duty.    1  admit,  that  there  are  some  in- 
conveniences resulting  from  tlie  law  as  it  now  ex- 
ists, though  they  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  so 
great  as  have  been  pointed  out.    There  is  no  ne- 
cessity that  a  boat  shall  be  inspected  wherever 
she  goes.    She  gets  her  inspection  at  some  place 
where  there  is  an  inspector.      Is  there  any  boat 
now  running  in  the  district  in  which  either  of  the 
members  is  particularly  interested,  which  does 
not  in  her  usual  voyages  go  to  Memphis  or  Nash- 
ville, t>r  St.  Louis,  or  some  port  which  is  a  port  of 
entry? 

Mr.  BORLAND.    There  are  half  a  dozen,  at 

1st,  in  mv  State. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    I  think  they  roust  be  very  rare 

ises,  in  which  a  boat  does  not  run  to  some  port 
of  entry. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  There  are  many  on  the 
White  and  Arkansas  rivers.  They  run  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  State. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  think  the  evil  is  so 
very  great  as  has  been  stated.  I  opposed  this  bill 
heretofore,  and  I  oppose  it  still,  because  it  must 
be  recollected  that  it  there  is  some  inconvenience, 
and  some  evil  at  present,  there  are,  in  my  opinion, 
evils  on  the  other  hand  transcendently  greater. 
The  loss  of  life  is  an  immenseevil,  and  it  has  been 
so  great  on  the  rivers  at  the  West,  that  many  per- 
sons so  distrust  the  boats  that  they  actually  avoid 
them,  after  all  that  has  been  done  to  prevent  ex- 
plosions, or  to  guard  against  them.  1  happen  to 
nave  stronger  convictions  on  this  subject,  from  the 
&ct,  that  at  one  time  of  my  life  it  was  my  duty, 
as  a  district  attorney,  to  investigate  several  cases 
of  calamitous  explosions,  and  to  go  into  the  de- 
tails of  an  examination  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  certificates  were  granted;  and  from  the  sev- 
eral investigations  1  was  engaged  in  there,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  system  was  exceedingly 
defective;  that  these  certificates  of  inspection  were 
scarcely  anjrthinff  but  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and 
that  little  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  them. 
I  oppose  this  bill,  because  I  thmk  that  if  you  in- 
crease the  number  of  inspectors,  and  appoint  them 
in  small  places  away  from  these  important  points 
where  the  public  attention  would  be  called  to  them, 
and  where  the  pnblic  can  know  something  of  the 
qualifications  of  the  inspectors,  and  extend  the 
power  of  appointment  to  so  many  other  places,  so 
that  it  becomes  almost  a  general  thing,  you  will 
weaken  the  security  which  we  now  nave.  We 
may  have  confidence  in  a  certifiMsate  given  at  Lou- 
isville or  NewOrleans,  where  there  are  experienced 
and  able  engineers;  for  in  such  places  they  generally 
appoint  men  whose  names  are  known, and  whose 
certificates  will  give  confidence.  Although  they 
nay  have  as  competent  persons  in  Arkansas,  or  at 
•ther  plaoes  than  Louisville,  Kentucky,  yet  their 
names  are  not  so  well  known  to  the  public.  So 
kr  froiti  extending  this  power  of  appointing  in- 
neetors,  I  think  it  should  be  restrietea.  I  bdievs 
mtx  whsDsttr  aoy  remedy  is  devised  for  applica- 


tion upon  our  western  waters,  it  will  be  that  of  a 
restriction,  rather  than  an  enlargement'of  this  sys- 
tem ,  and  to  provide  some  other  mode  of  examining 
these  boats,  and  the  <)uality  of  their  engines,  so 
that  it  may  be  ascertained  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  whether  it  is  safe  for  people  to  travel 
upon  them  or  not. 

1  know  that  there  are  suggestions  of  that  kind. 
I  know  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Davis]  proposes  something  of  that  kind.  But 
now,  imperfect  as  this  system  is— and  I  must  say 
that  I  have  no  particular  interest  in  this  matter  more 
than  other  Senators,  no  interests  beyond  those  feel- 
ings of  humanity  which  prompt  us  all — I  should 
see  with  reluctance  a  system  which  I  think  will 
operate  inji^riously,  so  greatly  extended  as  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  especially  as  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  informs  us  that  a  new  system  is 
very  shortly  to  be  reported.  Why,  then,  take  up 
this  subject  in  which  all  are  so  deeply  inter- 
ested, when  a  bill  matured  under  all  the  light  which 
science  can  shed  upon  it  is  so  soon  to  be  brought 
forward  ?  I  hope  that  gentlemen  will  consent  to  let 
the  matter  stand  as  it  is  until  the  bill  is  brought  be- 
fore us  which  has  been  promised  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts.  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  man 
on  this  floor  in  doin^  everything  that  1  believe 
hkely  to  promote  the  interests  of  every  section  of 
the  country,  and  to  afibrd  all  facilities  necessary 
for  the  easy  transaction  of  their  business;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  desire  to  take  every  requisite  pre- 
caution in  hoarding  the  lives  of  the  community 
who  are  obuged  to  travel  upon  these  boats.  I  am 
as  much  inti^rested  in  this  matter  as  any  other 

Citleman.  I  live  in  the  interior  of  the  State  of 
uisiana,  and  boats  in  the  interior  of  that  State 
have  the  same  interest  in  regard  to  this  ouestion 
as  those  in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Arkansas. 
I  shall,  therefore,  do  everything  to  facilitate  their 
trade;  but  I  must  oppose  this  bill  because  the  im- 
pression is  strong  upon  my  mind  that  it  would 
increase  the  danger  of  those  explosions  which 
have  already  been  so  tremendous  and  appalling. 

Mr.  DAVIS.    Mr.  President 

Mr;  CASS.  I  was  about  to  surest  that  a  vote 
should  be  taken  on  this  question  immediately,  in 
order  that  the  honorable  Senator  iVom  Rhode  Island , 
[Mr.  Ci.ARKE,]  who  has  the  floor  on  another  sub- 
ject which  was  made  the  special  order  for  this 
day,  should  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  wish  only  one  moment.  I 
have  been  asked  to  state  to  the  Senate  what  is  the 
condition  of  this  bill  which  has  been  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana.  It  has 
been  delayed  much  beyond  what  I  could  wish;  but 
every  Senator  will  perceive  that  it  is  a  subject 
which  is  so  complicated  that  a  great  deal  of  inform- 
ation is  necessary  in  order  to  frame  a  bill.  That 
information  has  come  in,  some  of  it  more  slowly 
than  I  could  wish;  but  I  will  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator  that  I  expect  in  the  course  of  this  week  to 
present  the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  in  that  bill  there 
will  be  a  provision  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate — in  the  first  place  for  inspecting  the  iron  of 
which  boilers  are  made;  and  in  the  next  place  for 
a  rigid  inspection  of  boilers,  with  the  application 
of  a  test  to  sliow  their  strength.  The  whole  sub- 
ject, in  a  word,  will  be  brought  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  with  the  design  of  giving  the 
most  ample  protection  to  life  and  property  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  afford. 

There  being  no  further  proposition  to  amend, 
the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  afllirmative. 

NON-INTERVENTION, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions submitted  by  Mr.  Clarke,  on  the  19th  ulti- 
mo, on  the  subject  of  non-intervention,  [see  page 
298,]  and  the  pending  amendments  proposea  by 
Mr.  8b WARD  and  Mr.  Cass,  [see  page  310.] 

The  resolutions  and  the  amendments  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Clarke  addressed  the  Senate  at 
length  in  favor  of  the  views  embodied  in  the  reso- 
lations. 

Mr.  CASS  was  next  recognized  by  the  Chair; 
but,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hamun,  the  further 
considertiaon  of  the  subject  was  postponed  until 
lo-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoKDAT,  February  9,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  on  Friday  last  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions the  bill  for  the  relief  of  .William  Miller, 
intending  afterwards  to  move  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  I  have  exam- 
ined the  bill  and  report,  and  find  that  its  legitimate 
reference  is  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  A  rkansas.  I  made  the  mo- 
tion on  last  Friday.  I  did  not  then  understand  the 
case;  nor  was  there  found  any  one  upon  the  floor 
who  did.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  that  the  House  might  reach  other  mat- 
ters. Hence  I  made  the  motion.  I  believe  the 
gentleman  is  right;  and  hope  that  his  motion  may 
prevail. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  vote  was  re- 
considered; and  then,  on  further  motion,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITY  AND  BENJ.  B.  GREEN. 

Mr.  GREY  occupied  the  floor  for  an  hour,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Batlt,  of  Virginia,  a  rew  days  since,  on 
I  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill,  which  injuriously 
connected  the  name  of  Mr.  B.  E.  Green  with  the 
non-payment  by  Mexico  of  the  indemnity  due  by 
her  in  1844.  His  remarks,  vindicating  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Green  against  the  alleged  charges  of  Mr. 
Batlt,  have  been  withheld  for  revision.  They 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  MURPHY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  ofier  the  following  resolution: 

Rt$olvtdy  That  the  Comminee  on  Revolutionary  Claima 
have  leave  to  report  back  to  the  House  the  petition  and 
papera  of  Doctor  Avery  Downer,  (Haying  for  a  penaion ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  hia  papers 
from  the  file*  or  the  Uoaae. 

I  will  only  remark  as  to  this  petition  praying 
for  a  pension,  that  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary ulaims  consider  it  was  improperly  referred  to 
that  committee,  and  therefore  ask  leave  to  report 
it  back.  There  has  been  once  a  favorable  report 
by  the  House  upon  this  petition,  and  the  petitioner 
desires  to  withdraw  his  petition  that  he  may  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection,  it 
will  be  so  ordered. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the 
House  to  excuse  my  colleauge  [Mr.  Burt!  from 
further  service  upon  the  Committee  on  Militarv 
Affairs.  Mr.  Burt  left  this  city  about  the  middle 
of  December.  Upon  his  return  home,  he  was 
seized  with  indisposition,  which  has  continued  up 
to  the  present  time;  and  the  probability  is  that  the 
time  or  his  return  may  be  delayed  much  longer. 
It  may  perhaps  relieve  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  from  much  embarrassment  by  excusing 
him  from  further  service,  so  that  another  gen- 
tleman may  occupy  that  post,  and  thus  enable  the 
committee  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
such  is  the  wish  of  the  gentleman's  colleague  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  Of  course.  I  should  not  have  made 
the  application,  had  it  not  been  the  desire  of  my 
colleague. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Burt  was  ex- 
cused from  service;  and  Mr.  Faulkner,  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

MAIL  STEAMSHIPS  AND  MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  resolution  wKich  I 
send  to  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information, 
I  as  follows: 

Rnolred^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requeated 
;  to  communicate  to  thia  House  the  fhcti  in  relation  to  the 
i  reapective  contracts  with  the  Navy  Department  fhr  buildinf 
mail  ateamahlpa  for  the  tranaportation  of  the  United  States 
Biail  between  New  YotIk  and  Liverpool,  between  New  York 
and  New  Orieana,  Havana  and  Chafres,  and  between  Pana- 
ma and  San  Franciaco.  and  some  point  in  Orerm:  the 
amount  ofmoney  which  has  been  advaaeed  and  paid  each  of 
aaid  lines  ofateamsbips  by  the  Govpmment;  also,  whether  all 
the  vesaels  stipulated  under  said  contracts  to  be  built,  have 
been  so  built,  or  what  portion  of  tliem  ;  also,  the  amount  of 
net  receipts  of  postage  collected  on  either  of  said  lines  of 
ateamara,  daposttMl  in  the  Treaaory  to  the  ecadit  of  His  appro- 
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jniattons  fbr  the  aonnal  compmmtlon  (br  the  service  ren- 
dered uiMcthelr  eonimcts,  or  which  biu  bren  Rppli<^d  in  pay- 
ment oY  said  annual  compenflationt  punuant  to  section  lU,  of 
the  acts  of  Confess  of  A  iiguat  3.  1846.  And  whether  said 
■teaiushipji  or  any  other  steamships  employed  in  the  trans- 
portaiion  of  our  foreign  mails  are  in  all  recpeeu*  nultable  for 
tmmediate  conversion  into  steamers  for  war  purposes,  capa- 
ble of  earrying  the  ammuoition  or  battery  appropriate  ti>  tlie 
class  specified  in  the  contract:) ;  and  if  not  suitable  for  such 
fmmediate  conversion,  whether  thi»y  could  be  altered  so  as 
to  make  them  etAcient  war  steamers;  and  if  so,  what  alter- 
ations would  be  necessary  to  be  made,  and  at  what  expense 
to  make  them  war  steamers  of  the  flrat  class. 

Mr.  CrORMAN.  I  object  to  the  introdaction 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PEA-SLEE.  I  move  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  be  suspended  to  enable  me  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  SMART  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  PEASLEE  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Smart  and* Williams  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  75,  noes  33;  no  quorum. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  ask  a  recount— there 
is  a  quorum  in  the  House. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  question  was 
again  taken,  and  decided  in  the  amrmative,  the 
tellers  having  reported — ayes  95,  noes  27;  and  the 
rules  were  accordingly  suapended. 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  I  move  tliat  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended that  the  resolution  may  be  considered  to- 
day, that  motion  bein^  necessary,  as  this  is  a  call 
for  information,  which  the  rule  requires  shall  lie 
over  one  dny. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  practice  adopted  by 
the  Chair  has  been,  in  such  cases,  to  take  the  vote 
after  the  rules  were  suspended,  upon  the  adoption 
of  any  resolution  calling  for  information;  and  for 
its  adoption  the  Chair  has  required  a  two-thirds 
vote;  otherwise  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  de- 
clare the  resolution  disiagreed  to  under  the  rule 
reouiring  the  resolution  to  lay  over  one  day. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  move  to  suspend 
the  rule  which  requires  the  resolution  to  lie  over 
one  day,  as  the  House  having  suspended  the  rules 
for  its  introduction,  1  apprehend  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  its  being  now  considered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  rtiles  were 
suspended. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
*<  requested,*'  and  in  its  stead  to  insert  the  word 
**  directed.*'    That  is  the  language  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Peaslee] 
would  inform  the  House  as  to  his  object  in  making 
this  call.  When  these  calls  are  made  upon  the 
Department  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  time,  labor, 
ana  extra  clerk  hire,  and  I  want  to  know,  before 
we  make  this  call  imposing  additional  duty,  its 
object. 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  It  seemed  to  me,  from  the 
large  amount  of  money  we  have  already  expended 
in  connection  with  these  steamers,  the  applications 
we  had  at  the  last  Congress,  which  we  have  al- 
ready had  at  this,  and  which  we  may  have  here- 
after, that  the  subject  was  of  consequence  enough 
fbr  the  House  to  obtain  all  the  light  and  informa- 
tion possible,  from  the  most  responsible  and  reli- 
able sources,  to  enable  them  to  act  understand- 
ingly.  If  I  understand  right,  we  are  annually 
appropriating  $1,300,000  for  the  support  of  our 
ocean  mail  steamer  service.  Applications  have 
already  been  made  from  these  lines  for  additional 
compensation.  The  amount  of  money  which  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  pay  under  the  present  con- 
tract, if  the  cpntractors  perform  their  service  ac- 
cording to  their  requirements  without  giving  addi- 
tional compensation,  or  the  establishment  of  any 
new  lines,  will  be  about  ten  millions  of  dollars — 
before  their  expiration— doring  the  seven  or  eight 
years  which  they  have  to  run.  There  were  appli- 
oitionB  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  I  dotibt 
not  that  there  have  been  already,  and  will  be  for 
a  much  larger  nuinber  this,  for  the  establishment 
of  thirteen  additional  mail  steamers  for  our  for- 
eign mail  service,  involving  an  outlay,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  assist  in  building  the  ships,  of  six 
and  a  half  nriillions  of  dollars,  and  an  expenditure 
of  two  minions  of  doUara  annually  aAerwards. 
This  is  in  addition  to  those  already  established, 
and  without  any  additional  compensation.  If  the 
contracts  had  been  entered  into  according  to  the 
propositions  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
strenuously  urged  and  enforced  upon  the  House, 
ftod  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  at  this,  for  the 


time  and  price  specified ,  it  would  have  involved  an 
expenditure  by  this  Government  to  the  amount  of 
about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  as  I  understand  it. 
Well,  sir,  one  of  the  principal  ar^ments  I  have 
understood  in  favor  of  these  steam  hnes-^oth  those 
for  whom  we  have  already  appropriated  money 
and  for  which  we  will  be  asked  hereafter — was, 
that  they  were  to  be  built  after  the  most  substan- 
tiiai  approved  modd  of  war-steamers;  that  they 
are  capable  of  immediate  conversion  into  war- 
steamers  of  the  firat  class;  that  they  are  always 
ready,  with  but  little  expense  of  time  and  money, 
for  cases  of  emergency,  and  that  it  would  be  the 
most  economical  means  the  Government  could  re- 
sort to  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  our  Navy. 
It  is  said,  upon  the  other  hand,  by  some  gentle- 
men, that  these  steamers,  or  a  larger  poruon  of 
them,  are  not  capable  of  being  converted  into  war- 
steamers  of  the  first  class—that  they  cannot  be 
converted  even  into  inefficient  steamers  for  our 
purposes  without  great  expense  of  time  and  mon- 
ey, and  that  they  are  incapable  of  carrying,  or  of 
being  made  capable  of  carrying,  the  armament 
and  baueries,  and  that,  being  constructed  princi- 
pally with  a  view  to  speed  and  the  carriage  of  pas- 
sengers, they  cannot,  at  any  rate,  be  made  war- 
steamers  of  the  first  class,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  of 
little  or  no  use  to  the  Government.  How  these  facts 
may  be,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say;  but  I  wish  to 
have  the  information  from  a  responsible  and  reli- 
able source,  that  I,  and  the  rest  of  the  House, 
may  be  able  to  act  more  understand  ingly  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  unwilling,  with  all  the  inform- 
ation 1  have  been  enabled  to  obtain,  to  vote  to 
bind  this  Government  in  contracts  with  individu- 
als which  may  involve  the  expenditure  of  millions 
and  millions  of  dollars  to  extend  a  system,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  of  doubtful  expediency,  when  our 
commerce  has  grown  up  to  be  second  to  no  na- 
tion in  the  world,  without  any  such  aid.  It  has  a 
monopolizing  and  partial  tendency,  and  I  am  un- 
willing to  vote  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  for 
such  a  system,  unless  1  am  confident  that  it  is  one 
which  wUl  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Gt>Temment; 
that  these  steamers  are  in  fact  what  they  are  rep- 
resented to  be— of  being  capable  of  conversion 
immediately  into  w^r-steamers  of  the  first  class. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman,  if  his  resolution  calls  for  copies  of  the 
contracts  ? 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  It  calls  for  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contracts,  but  not  copies  of  the  con- 
tracts. 

Mr.  OLDS.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
have  them;  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  embrace 
them  in  his  call. 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
amendment  of  that  kind.  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  longer.  My  only  object  is  to  obtain  light 
and  information  upon  the  subject,  which  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  country,  ami  which  can  do  no  harm,  and 
which  may  enable  us  to  act  more  understandingly 
upon  this  subject,  cmd  be  of  much  benefit. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  am  in  fitvor 
oC  the  resolution,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
gentleman,  and  concur  most  heartily  with  his 
views,  if  I  heard  him  correctly,  in  regard  to  these 
steamships. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Jones.] 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
modification,  if  it  is  in  order  to  accept  it.  I  also 
accept  the  modification  of  the  gentleman  fromOhio, 
[Mr.  Olds.] 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  OF   1846. 

Mr.  WELCH  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resoltition: 

Re$oivttdf  That  tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  an 
instnicted  to  report  a  bill  atodiffing  and  altering  tlie  tarilf  of 
ld46,  by  sabfftituting,  wherever  practicable,  specific  for  ad 
valorem  duties,  with  such  rates  of  duty  as  will  yield  suffi- 
efenC  rerentte ;  and  with  such  discriminations  in  fkvor  of 
iron  and  other  articles  of  domestic  manufhcture  and  pro- 
diictions,  as  will  afltird  adequate  protection  to  the  labor  of 
our  own  citisens  against  foreign  competition. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  objected. 

Mr.  WELCH  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordersd. 


The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  werc^ 
yeas  60,  nays  108,  as  follows,  riz: 

YEAS—Messre.  Charles  AUen,  Allison,  William  Apple- 
ton,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bennett,  Bibigbaos,  Bowie,  Jeba  H. 
Boyd,  Brenlon,  Brgms,  George  H.  Brown,  E.  C.  Cabell, 
Lewis  D.  CaropbellTCbandler,  Chapman,  Confer,  Cartn, 
Doty.  Duncan,  Evans,  Puwier,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Goodenow,  Goodrich,  Harper,  Hsjicall,  Harea, 
Hebard,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  Y .  How.  Geo. 
G.  King,  Mann,  Bfartio.  Meacham,  MiHer,  Miner,  Newtoa, 
Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penuiinan,  Perkins,  Porter,  Pric«, 
Schoolcraft,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Stanly, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Stratton,  Strother,  Taytor,  TkiunttNi, 
Washburn,  Watldiis,  Welsh,  Wells,  and  Addison  Whilt 
—60. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Willis  Allen,  Andrew?, 
Averett,  Babcock,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  BaylT, 
Beale,  Bocock,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Buell,  Busby,  Jos.  Cable, 
Caldwell.  Thompson  Campbell,  Oartter,  Caskie,  ChaMiia, 
Clark,  Clinginan,  Cobb,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis.  Daw«OB, 
Dean,  Dimmick,  Disney,  Dockery,  Eastman,  EamundMo, 
Ewing,  Faulkner,  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Floyd,  Freeman,  Gain* 
ble,  Gaylord,  Gorman.  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall,  Isbam  G. 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Hendrkkii,  Hean,  Hib- 
bard,  Holladay,  Houston,  Howard,  Ives,  Andrew  JotuMna, 
James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson.  Geo. 
W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kurtz,  Letcher.  Locihait, 
Mace,  MeCorfcle,  McLanahan,  McMnlUn,  McNair,  Mc- 
Queen, MillKOo,  Molony,  Morehead,  Mur^y,  Murrajr, 
Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Polk,  PostrA, 
ftantoul.  Riddle,  Riibie,  Robinson,  Savage,  Scurry,  Smart, 
Smith,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abr*ai 
P.  Stevens,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Stone,  St.  Martia, 
Stuart,  Sutherland,  Sweetser,  George  W.  ThoeipMa, 
Townshend,  Venable,  Wallace,  Ward,  Alexander  Wbite. 
WUcox,  Wildrick,  Williams,  and  Woodward.— 108. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  who  was  without  the  bar 
when  his  name  was  called,  asked  the  unanirootn 
consent  to  record  his  vote  in  the  n^ative.  Objec- 
tion was  made,  and  the  permission  not  granted. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  rise  to  what  I  understand  to 
be  a  point  of  order.  I  ask  if  this  ia  not  resolution 
day.' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  hope  the  day  will  be  employed 
in  that  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  also  in  order,  the  Chair 
will  inform  the  gentleman,  to  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  to  ask  the  unaninooun  consent  of  tht 
House  to  introduce  resolutions. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  ARMS. 
Mr.  HOWARD  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Aetoleerf,  That  the  Committee  on  Milita^  AflUn  be  hh 
stnictcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  af  distribotiflf  am 
to  the  new  States  and  Ternlortes,  as  recommended  la  tks 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  resolution  waa  adopted. 

WIDOW  OF  GENERAL  BELKNAP. 

Mr.  HARPER  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 

the  House  to  oflTer  the  following  resolution: 

Resnhteiy  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensionf  be 
instru<ned  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  proridhis  by 
law  for  the  support  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Brigadier  Oca* 
eral  Belknap. 

There  being  noobjection,  the  Question  was  then 
taken,  and  the  resolution  adoptea. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  present  the  petition  of  Jobn 
A.  Poor  and  others,  of  the  Executive  Committw 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  members  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  European  and  North  American 
Railroad,  for  aid  to  said  woric. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  1  mowt  a  auapension  of 
the  rujes  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Can  it  not  be  introduced  un- 
der the  rules  ?  ,     , 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  can  present  H  under  the 
rules,  but  I  choose  to  present  it  in  this  way;  and 
inasmuch  as  it  cornea  from  the  Executire  of 
Maine,  I  desire  to  bare  it  printed.  , 

Mr.  PICKUN.    Is  it  an  act  of  the  Legiaiatun;^ 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  is  a  pedtion  m  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Maine.  . 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  It  is  not  customarjr  to  pob- 
lish  these  petitions?  ^^ 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  a  count  ne- 
inr  had,  there  were—ayes  76,  noes  46.  , 

Mr.  WASHBURN  demanded  teBew;  which 
were  ordered.  .^  . .  .  .^ 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  l*^^^^^^ 
a  memorial  which  may  be  preaented  "J^^'.Jr 
rules  ?    Some  cenUemen  say  it  is,  snd  others  u  » 


not. 


Mr.  SMART.    It  may  be  presenttd,  bitf  can- 
net  be  pirintsd  undsr  the  rales. 
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Mr.  CABELL.  If  it  can  be  presented  under 
the  rules,  1  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  It  may  be  presented  un- 
der the  rules;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  an  elaborate 
petition,  drawn  up  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  State  of  Mame  with  great  care,  I  desire  to 
Aaye  it  printed. 

The  (question  was  then  taken,  (Messrs.  Browm, 
of  Mississippi,  and  Fuller,  of  Maine,  acting  as 
tellers,)  ana  there  were— ^tyes  73,  noes  53. 

grant's  channel  through  shell  reef. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Miraissippi,  asked  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 


Re»oi»€d,  That  tb«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  Hou><e  the  advantages  re* 
suiting  to  the  commerce  of  the  United   Stares,  and  to  the 
Bail  service  of  the  United  States,  from  the  opening  of  a 
cbaim«l,  by  John  Grant,  Esq.,  through  the  Shell  Reef,  lying 
between  Dauphin  lolandand  Cedar  Point,  in  Mobile  county, 
Atabama ;  and  further,  what  tonnage  said  Grant  is  oovir  al- 
lowed by  law  tu  charge  vesseli*  navigating  said  channel, 
bow  lonfE  bis  right  to  charge  said  tonnage«will  continue,  and 
whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  United  States  to 
purchaae  the  right  of  said  Grant ;  and,  if  so,  at  what  cost 
Ibc  pur^ase  inay  be  effected. 

Mr.  CARTTER  objected. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the  resolution.  It  is 
but  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  a  matter  of  ^eat 
importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and 
1  therefore  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution 
was  introduced. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  re- 
ouiring  a  resolution  of  inquiry  to  lay  over  one 
day;  which  motion  was  agreea  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  put,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

ARMY  ON  THE  ROUTE  TO  OREGON. 

Mr.  L.A.NE,  by  unanimous  consent,  offered  the 

ibllow^iog  resolution;  which  was  considered,  and 

agreed  to: 

lUtolr^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  House  what  steps,  if  any, 
liavebeen  taken  to  insure  the  protection  of  emigrants  en 
r»«lc  to  Oregon,  against  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  of 
ttiai  Trrritory;  and  in  case  no  such  stepj  have  been  taken 
fyr  ttuu  purpose,  that  be  be  requested  to  cause  the  regi- 
ment of  Mounted  Rifles  to  be  placed  upon  duty  within  the 
Territory  of  Oregon — the  service  for  which  said  troops 
were  ereated — and  that  he  cause  a  portion  of  said  regiment 
to  be  p«>^ted  Upon  the  main  emigrant  road  fh>m  St  Joseph, 
on  the  Missouri,  between  Fort  Hall  and  the  Dalls  of  the 
ColamMa  river,  and  the  remainder  thereof  to  be  posted  in 
ttie  Rngue  river  Valley,  on  the  road  from  Oregon  to  Cali- 
fornia, said  troops  being  necessary  fhr  the  t^otection  of 
epugranta  and  others  traveling  said  road. 

Mr.   HAVEN.    I  rise  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  that  resolution  was  iust 
now  adopted.    I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the 
resolution  seems  to  give  directions  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the  mode 
of  employing  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
States.      If  this  be  so — an4rl  am  not  sure  that  it 
is,  for  I  did  not  hear  the  resolution  distinctly — it 
seems  to  me  that  the  resolution  ought  not  to  be 
passed. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS.   Let  the  resolution  be  read. 
The  Clerk  read  the  resolution. 
Mr.  HAVEN.    I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what 
I  said  before  the  resolution  was  read.    Unless 
there  is  some  explanation  other  than  what  appears 
en  the  &ce  of  the  resolution,  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  it  would  be  indiscreet  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  allow  the  vote  to  stand.    I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  woijld  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  to  allow  the  vote  to 
be  reconsidered,  and  instead  of  eallirig  upon  the 
President  and  giving  him  the  directions  therein 
ipecified,  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  let. them  inquire  into  what 
has  been  done  and  what  it  may  be  necessary  to  do, 
is  order  to  protect  the  emigrants  on  that  route.    It 
voukl  be  a  very  strange  mode  of  proceeding,  it 
nens  to  me,  for  this  House  to  direct  the  Presi- 
dent how  he  shall  dispose  of  the  army ^  or  any 
portion  of  it.    And  certainly,  if  what  is  there  im- 
Dodied  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it  should  be  done  by 
wint  resolution  of  Congress,  and  not  by  one  House. 
1  think  it  would  be  better  to  reconsider  the  vote 
tod  Ua  the  resolution  go  to  the  Committee  on  Mih- 
iiryAfiairs. 


Mr.  LANE.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  number  of 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  Legislative  As* 
sembly  of  Oregon,  upon  this  subject,  which  I 
would  ask  to  have  read,  but  that  it  would  consume 
too  much  of  the  time  of  the  House.  I  will,  how- 
ever, give  some  reasons  why  the  resolution  ought 
to  pass  to-day.  We  have  to  furnish  troops  for 
the  protection  of  this  route  within  less  than  two 
months  from  to-day,  or  it  caimot  be  done  in  time 
to  protect  the  emigrants  who  will  go  out  the  ensu- 
ing season.  By  uiat  time  the  people  bound  for 
Oregon  will  be  on  the  road.  Can  we  get  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Committee  on  Military  Aiikirs  and 
have  a  bill  passed  through  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress for  raising  and  organizing  a  force,  and  get 
that  force  on  the  road  in  time  for  the  protection  to 
which  tiiese  American  citizens  are  entitled?  Jt  is 
only  very  recently — within  the  last  few  years — 
that  the  Indians  have  become  very  troublesome  on 
these  routes. 

But  that  time  has  passed  away.  Lately  the  In- 
dians have  committed  greater  depredations  than 
ever.  Even  within  the  last  twelve  months  they 
have  been  successful  in  killinga  great  many  women 
and  children.  The  last  Congress  passed  a  law 
making  donations  and  grants  of  lands  to  the  set- 
tlers and  emigrants  to  that  country,  and  thereby 
inducing  them  to  emigrate  thither.  And  now  I 
ask,  is  It  not  right  and  proper  that  they  should  af- 
ford them  protection  ?  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  JoKKs]'  says  this  resolution  ought  to 
^  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  says, 
let  them  consider  the  matter  and  report  a  bill.  Let 
me  tell  that  gentleman  that  this  regiment  of  troops 
was  raised  by  order  of  Congress  for  that  especial 
purpose.  The  rifle  renment  was,  if  I  mistake  not, 
raised  especially  for  Uie  Oregon  service.  But  it 
was  raised  in  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war;  and, 
instead  of  sending  them  to  Oregon,  as  was  contem- 
plated, they  were  sent  to  Mexico,  where  they  did 
good  service.  When  they  returned  from  Mexico 
the  President,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  been  diverted  from  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  raised,  thought  it  right  to  extend  to  them 
the  privilege  of  a  discharge.  They  were  d  ischarged , 
but  it  was  recruited  again,  and  in  recruiting  it  was 
held  out  as  a  special  inducement,  that  they  should 
be  employed  in  the  Oregon  service.  I  "think  that 
was  the  understanding  uetween  the  Government 
and  those  who  were  recruited.  They  were  sent 
to  Oregon,  but  before  they  had  had  time  to  render 
any  service  there  they  were  ordered  away.  Now 
the  8ervice  of  that  regiment  belonged  to  Oregon, 
and  to  no  other  portion  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  aware  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  Commander-in-Chiefof  the  Army;  and  I  do  not 
desire  to  infringe  upon  his  privileges  or  his  author- 
ity. I  do  not  ask  the  House  to  do  that.  All  I 
ask  is,  for  the  House  to  request  him  respectfully 
to  grant  to  tlie  people  of  Oregon  just  what  is  their 
due;  and  to  the  people  who  itre  traveling  to  Or^on, 
what  they  are  entitled  to,  protection.  Is  it  right, 
I  ask,  to  have  an  extent  of  country  two  thousand 
miles  in  length,  running  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try, runnine  through  the  lands  of  some  of  the  most 
fierce  and  barbarous  tribes  of  Indians  upon  the 
fiu^e  of  the  earth,  who  will  attack  and  cripple  the 
cattle  and  teams,  and  then  capture  or  kill  the  trav- 
elers themselves-^I  say,  is  it  right  to  have  this 
vdiole  extent  of  country  entirely  without  protec- 
tion? The  reasons  are  plain  to  my  mind.  No 
time  should  be  lost.  This  matter  ought  at  once 
to  be  settled— this  resolution  ought  to  be  passed 
immediately,  and  let  the  President  direct  the  rifle 
regiment  which  was  raised  especially  for  that  ser- 
vice to  march  at  once  for  Oregon. 

Mr.  CABELL,of  Florida.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question  ?  Do  I  under- 
stand that  this  resolution  requests  or  directs  the 
President  to  make  this  disposition  of  that  regiment? 

Mr.  LANE.    It  requests  him. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  resolution  goes  on  to  di- 
rect that  a  portion  of  the  troops  sludl  be  p{|>ced 
upon  the  line,  if  I  understand  it  correctly.  What 
I  want  to  know  is,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  resolution  to  direct  the  President,  in  his  dispo- 
sition of  the  United  States  Uroops,  or  whether  it  is 
merely  a  request?  If  it  is  the  latter,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  it,  but  if  it  is  an  order,  1  shall  protest 
against  it.  I  protest  against  directing,  or  ordering, 
the  President  in  this  manner,  by  any  single  branch 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  TjANE.  It  is  simply  a  request.  But  I 
desire  to  explain  why  I  want  the  troops  diiq^osed 


of  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  I  desire  to  explain  what 
IS  the  precise  effect  of  the  resolution.  I  have  just 
read  it,  and  it  is  merely  an  inquiry  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  to  what  steps  have  been  tat  en  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  emigrant;  and  if  no  steps  have  been 
taken,  it  requests -him  to  make  that  disposition  of 
the  rifle  regiment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  But  there  is  a 
second  clause  in  the  resolution,  which  directs  the 
President  to  cmue  a  portion  of  this  regiment  to  be 
placed  alone  the  line. 

Several  Membe|is.    **  Read  the  resolution." 

The  resolution  was  again  read. 

Mr.  CABELL.  The  gentleman  from  Oregon 
now  will  see  that  I  was  correct  in  saying  that  th^ 
latter  clause  of  the  resolution  directs  the  President 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  LANE.  That  clause  is  predicated  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  troops  will  be  ordered  to 
Oregon,  lii  that  case,  it  requests  the  President  to 
places  portion,  as  will  be  found  necessary,  upon 
the  emigrant  road,  and  a  portion  upon  the  great 
road  leading  from  Oregon  to  California.  I  desire 
to  say  to  the  House,  that  there  can  be  but  two 
great  roads  leading  to  Oregon  on  which  any  dan- 
ger is  to  be  apprehended — such  is  the  shape  of  the 
country;  one  road  lesds  directly  from  St.  Joseph, 
via  Fort  Hall,  to  the  Dalles  on  the  Columbia,  and 
upon  that  road  the  Indians  are  the  most  warlike 
and  ferocious  in  their  habits.  They  are  well  armed 
and  fierce. 

Mr.  HEBARP.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  Question  ?  * 

Mr.  LANE.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon,  but 
I  have  about  so  much  to  say,  and  I  don't  like  to 
be  interrupted. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say. 
The  gentleman  is  aware,  that  by  the  Constitution, 
the  President  is  made  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Army  and  disposer  of  our  military  forces. 
Now,  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman,  whether  ho 
ever  called  upon  the  President  and  requested  him 
to  make  this  disposition  of  the  troops  e 

Mr.  LANE.  It  gires  me  great  pleasure  to  an- 
swer the  gentleman.  I  did  call  upon  the  President 
in  person,  and  then  I  addressed  nim  a  letter;  and 
if  tne  House  will  allow  me,  I  will  read  that  letter. 
A  copy  of  it  was  furnished  to  Senator  Gwin,  who 
read  it  in  a  speech  upon  the  defences  of  California 
and  Oregon  the  other  day.  It  was  published  in 
the  debates  of  the  Senate,  and  I  now  have  a  copy 
of  the  Union  in  my  draw  containing  it.       * 

fMr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  here  interposed,  and  presented  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled, 

A  bill  to  carry  into  execution,  in  further  part, 
the  twelAh  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  con- 
cluded atGuadalape  Hidalgo;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  American  citizens  Istely 
imprisoned  and  pardoned  by  the  Q,ueen  of  Spftin.] 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentlemao 
one  question.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  this  regi- 
ment has  not  been  ordered  to  the  frontiers  of  New 
Mexico  and  Texas,  as  a  nuMinted  regiment,  by^ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the  groimd  that  jt 
was  not  adapted  to  service  in  Oregon— that  in  that 
country  mounted  troops  were  not  as  efiicient  as 
infantry?  I  desire  also  to  know  if  the  gentleman 
now  wishes  to  change  the  plan  of  operations  in  the 
military  department  of  the  Government,  and  order, 
at  great  expense,  a  regiment  to  return  to  Oregon  ? 

Mr.  HEbARD.  I  desire  to  know  what  ans  wer 
the  President  returned  to  the  application  of  ths 
eentteman  from  Oregon.  I  do  not  care  about 
having  the  letter  read. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  gentlemen  will  permit  me  to 
have  the  letter  read,  I  then  will  answer  both  the 
inquiries  of  the  gentleman  from  Texas,  [Mr. 
Howard,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Hbbajid.] 

The  letter  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
lows: 

WAsaiMSTos  City,  Deetn^mr  19, 1B51. 
To  hU  ExetUeBCf  Me  PretUtnt  o/IAe  UwHU  8iaie$  : 

SiH :  A  tehse  of  duty  prompts  me  to  call  your  early  at- 
tention to  the  peculiar  condition  of  things  in  Oregon.  I 
have  been  a  citizen  of  diat  Territory  for  near  three  years ; 
have  traveled  the  settled  portion  of  Hall  over;  had  much 
to  do  with  the  Indiana,  and  know  then,  perhapa,  as  well  aa 
any  other  roan,  and  understand  the  wants  of  the  American 
citizens  there ;  and  can  sav  to  you,  that  for  their  protection 
and  for  the  protection  of  others  emigrating  there,  that 
troops  to  ha  garriaooed  on  Ibe  great  road  ftom  Bt^  Joaspli 
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via  Fort  Hall  tn  the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia,  and  al«o  on  the 
road  from  Oreson  to  California,  arc  absolutely  indivpi^nsable 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property.  I  know  tliat  I  need 
but  call  your  attentinn  to  the  condition  of  things  there,  and 
present  the  foctii  within  my  knowledge,  to  wecure  your  aid 
and  prompt  acdon  in  the  premises.  The  suffering  this  sea- 
son ror  the  want  of  troo|M  to  protect  emijirraiitB  and  others 
en  route  to  Oregon,  and  from  Oregon  to  California,  has 
been  terrible;  and  certainly  this  Government  ought  and 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  afford  protection  to  her  citizens  in  a 
country  so  remote  and  exposed  m  are  all  persons  traveling 
either  on  the  emigrant  road  to  Oregon  or  on  tlie  road  from 
Oregon  to  California.  There  are  but  these  two  roails  south 
of  the  Columbia  on  which  troubles  are  to  be  apprehended. 
The  shape  of  the  country,  with  its  stupendous  mountains, 
are  insurmountable  barters  to  the  location  of  roads  ofim- 
portance.  A  garrison  of  two  or  three  companies  of  horse — 
one  of  infhntry,  if  a  mounted  force  cannot  be  had— on  each 
of  these  roadf* — at  the  Grand  Round,  for  instance,  on  the 
emigrant  or  northern  road,  and  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley, 
on  the  California,  or  southern  road.  The  moral  influence 
that  the  establishment  of  tlie  poji^  would  producp  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  would  do  much  towards  keeping  peace 
with  them,  and  alford  the  protection  to  American  citizens 
that  they  are  so  iustly  entitled  to. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  mention,  that  the  road  from  Ore- 
gon to  California  forks  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley;  the  main 
road  passes  south  of  the  great  Shasti  Mountain  to  the  source 
of  the  Sacramento,  thence  down  that  river  to  its  great  val- 
ley, and  to  Sacramento  City ;  the  north  branch  passes  by 
Clamath  Lake  to  Fort  Hall.  A  small  party  of  emigrants 
have  gone  that  route  this  seaifon  and  got  in  safely.  This 
route  was  opened  by  Jesse  Applc»atc,  Scott  and  others,  in 
the  year  1846,  for  the  purpose  or  aflfording  to  emigrants  a 
pass  into  the  southern  portion  of  On^n ;  but  such  was  the 
sufi*ering  of  the  firi>t  emigrants  on  this  route  that  it  has  been 
but  little  traveled  since,  but  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  much 
traveled  if  a  garrlpon  should  be  esuUished  in  Rogue  River 
Valley,  as  above  suggested. 

I  have  been  thus  explicit,  in  order  that  you  mav  under- 
stand the  condition  and  wants  of  the  country  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  with  the  full  belief  that  you  will 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  protection  to 
the  citizens  mere,  and  emigrants  and  others,  tnveling  to 
and  from  Oregon. 

Herewith  I  enclose  two  communications  ftY>m  Oregon  for 
your  perusal,  which  you  will  please  return  to  me.  One  of 
the  writers  I  am  well  acquainted  with,  (Mr.  Applegate,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Oregon.)  He  has  done  much  to 
bring  the  country  into  requisition,  by  exploring,  opening 
roads,  8lc.,  fcc;  a  sensible,  reliable  roan.  With  Mr.  Si- 
mons I  have  no  acquaintance,  but  have  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  his  narrative. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 

Mr.  L\N£  resumed.  I  called  upon  the  Presi- 
dent in  person,  and  the  House  is  aware  that  he  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  army  is  too  small  to  afibrd 
all  the  protection  that  is  necessary  for  that  coun- 
try, and  that  he  has  recommended  an  increase  of 
the  army.  I  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  War 
recently  relative  to  this  matter,  and  asked  him  if 
any  troops  could  be  sent  to  that  country  to  aflford 
protection  to  the  emigrants  bound  to  Oregon  this 
season^  I  have  received  no  definite  answer  from 
either  of  them.  The  President  feels  friendly  dis- 
posed towards  that  country,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
ne  is  anxious  to  do  his  duty.  I  make  no  ehor^ 
at  all.  But  I  charge  that  the  rifle  regiment  has 
been  diverted  from  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
raised  and  oi-ganized.  It  ought  not  to  have  been  , 
ordered  to  Texas,  if  it  has  been  done. 

1  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Texas,  [Mr.  How-  ; 
AMD,]  that  if  an  order  has  been  issued  from  the 
Department  here,  ordering  that  regiment  to  Tex- 
as, it  ought  not  to  have  been  done.  It  was  not 
raised  for  Texan  service,  or  for  the  protection  of 
the  boundary  between  Mexico  ana  the  United 
States;  and  I  can  say  another  thing  tb  the  gentle- 
man from  Texas,  tliat  they  there  are  not  in  the 
exposed  condition  as  are  the  people  of  Oregon, 
and  as  are  the  people  of  the  States  on  their  way 
there;  and  I  know  tnat  it  is  an  easy  matter  in  Tex- 
as to  raise  a  force  in  suflicient  numbers  to  whip 
all  the  Indians  who  may  make  any  attempt  upon 
their  settlements.  I  know  there  is  no  State  more 
gallant,  or  a  people  more  ready  to  turn  out  on  duty 
at  !i  moment's  warning,  than  the  people  of  Texas. 
I  know  their  ability  to  defend  themselves,  and  that 
all  they  want  is  to  know  that  their  services  are 
needed,  and  they  are  ready  to  ^  out  and  de- 
stroy the  Indians.  But  how  is  it  with  Oregon .' 
In  that  portion  of  Oregon,  for  which  I  ask 
protection,  there  is  not  any  settlements  within 
seven  hundred  miles.  The  population  even  in  the 
settled  portion  of  Oregon  is  small;  and  can  this 
House  for  a  moment  expect  them  to  raise  a  force 
of  five  hundred  or  even  three  hundred  men,  and 
send  them  out  with  subsistance  seven  hundred 
miles  from  a  settlement?  Emigranu  bound  to 
Oregon,  when  once  within  the  settlements,  are  as 
safe  as  they  would  be  in  Washington  city.  But 
look  at  the  district  of  country  they  are  to  pass 
over  to  get  there;  and  who  is  to  give  tliem  pro- 
taction  ?    Can  the  people  of  Oregon  turn  out  and 


do  it?  They  could  do  it;  but  recollect  that  every 
man's  time  there  is  worth  five  dollars  a  day  to 
him.  Now,  if  you  want  to  raise  a  force  you  must 
first  sav  to  the  volunteer  that  you  will  give  him 
five  dollars  a  day,  and  find  him  horse,  arms,  and 
equipment.  And  is  that  Territory,  with  only 
three  thousand  voters,  able  to  do  that,  and  can 
they  extend  to  the  country  the  protection  which 
it  ought  to  have?  Why  induce  people  to  go  there? 
Since  I  have  been  here  i  have  received  thousands 
of  letters  making  inquiries  about  Oregon,  and 
making  known  to  me  that  certain  persons  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  writers  were  making  prepa- 
rations to  start  for  Oregon.  And  every  man  who 
has  made  up  his  mind  to  go  there  this  year  must 
leave  the  settlements  soon,  and  be  at  St.  Joseph, 
with  everything  necessary  for  oufit  on  the  way,  by 
the  first  of  May  next.  Can  we  begin,  at  this  late 
moment,  to  authorize  the  raising  of  the  force  re- 
ouired,  arm  it,  and  get  it  ready  in  time  to  render 
them  the  necessary  assistance?  No,  sir,  we  can- 
not; and  if  we  fail  to  do  it,  what  will  be  the  result? 
Let  me  tell  you,  it  will  be  the  tomahawking,  in 
the  most  cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  of  the  men, 
women,  and  children,  and  helpless  families,  who 
have  been  induced  to  eo  to  Oregon,  and  that,  too, 
after  a  regiment  has  been  raised  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  protecting  them.  Why  should  it  be 
ordered  to  Texas?  I  am  not  sure  that  such  an 
order  has  been  made.  If  it  has  been,  I  ask,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  whd  will  be  exposed  to  Indian 
depredations,  that  it  be  countermanded,  and  let 
the  regiment  go  to  Oregon,  where  it  should  go, 
and  where  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  send 
it.  If  he  fails  to  do  it,  I  shall  never  cease  to  say 
that,  in  my  judgment,  he  has  failed  to  do  his  duty. 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  wrong  to  divert  that  regiment 
from  that  country.  The  regiment  arrived  in 
Oregon  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances  the 
most  unfavorable.  It  was  just  at  the  time  of 
the  breaking^  out  of  the  great  gold  excitement, 
and  in  the  midst  of  that  excitement  many  of  the 
privates  abandoned  the  service,  disgraced  them- 
selves by  forsaking  their  flag  and  going  off  in 
search  of  gold.  But  a  portion  of  them  did  not 
desert,  and  a  suflicient  number  were  \e(i  to  afford 
all  the  protection  necessary  for  that  country.  They 
said.  We  have  enlisted  for  this  service,  and  will 
remain  and  serve  out  our  time,  get  our  discharge, 
and  then  become  citizens  of  this  country.  While 
the  regiment  was  in  that  condition,  and  able  to 
render  service  to  the  country,  and  aflbrd  the  pro- 
tection we  needed,  they  were  ordered  from  that 
country  to  this;  and  from  what  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  TMr.  Howard]  now  says,  i  suppose  it  is 
now  ordered  to  Texas,  and  is  upon  the  way  thither. 
If  so,  it  is  all  wrong.  A  portion  of  that  regiment, 
contrary  to  justice,  contrary  to  law,  in  my  judg- 
ment—-I  am  no  lawyer,  but  if  I  make  a  declaration 
which  is  not  warranteu,  I  wish  some  good  lawyer 
to  correct  me — ^I  say  a  portion  of  that  regiment, 
raised  for  service  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  before 
they  were  ordered  out  of  it,  were  transferred  from 
that  regiment  into  the  dragoon  service,  and  ordered 
into  California.  That  was,  in  my  judgment,  a 
violation  of  the  contract  between  the  Gk>vemment 
and  the  soldier,  and  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  have 
entitled  him  lo  his  discharge,  if  he  had  taken  the 
proper  steps  for  that  purpose  in  due  time.  Never- 
theless, the  transfer  for  the  time  being  was  for- 
tunate for  us,  because  it  gave  us  their  invaluable 
services  a  few  weeks  longer  than  we  would  have 
had  them  if  they  had  gone  oflT  with  the  rifles.  It 
happened  to  be  just  at  the  time  the  troubles  broke 
out  among  the  Rogue  river  Indians,  when  our 
people  were  being  murdered  by  them,  when  they 
were  thus  transferred  from  the  rifles  to  the  dnq^oon 
service.  The  troops  thus  transferred  consisted 
of  two  companies,  one  commanded  by  Captain 
Walker,  the  other  by  the  gallant  and  lamented 
Stewart,  who,  aAer  covering  himself  with  unfading 
laurels  in  Mexico,  unfortunately  fell  in  that  distant 
lan^,  in  defence  of  his  exposed  countrymen.  The 
people  of  Oregon  will  ever  cherish  his  memory, 
and  I  hope  and  believe  they  will,  as  they  ought, 
erect  a  monument  to  perpetuate  it. 

Those  troops,  the  whole  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Kearny,  moved  in  the  direction 
of  the  Indian  troubles;  and  it  was  my  fortune, 
with  a  few  gallant  Oregonians,  to  fall  in  with  them 
then,  also  including  some  brave  volunteer  Califor- 
nians,  and  witness  and  participate  in  the  service 
which  followed.  But  for  those  troops,  who  re- 
mained only  two  weeks  in  the  country,  and  at  the 


seat  of  Indian  troubles,  the  whole  outside  teule- 
ments  would  have  been  crushed.  But  they  eave 
the  Indians  a  severe  flogging  and  a  severe  dui- 
tisement,  such  a  one  as  has  kept  them,  up  to  the 
present  time,  in  that  quarter,  apparently  friendly, 
though  tliey  have  killed  a  few  whites  ainc^;  but 
that  IS  ao  tmiuent  an  occurrence  that  we  hardly 
think  of  asking  this  Oovemment  to  avenge  it. 
The  killing  of  one  or  two  men  is  no  unusual  thine 
there;  but  we  take  care  of  these  coroparatirely 
small  disturbances  ourselves.  But  when  it  is  en- 
dent  that  there  is  a  general  hostility,  as  there  is 
now,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Government 
to  interpose  and  give  us  aid. 

Now,  while  I  am  speaking  of  that  Indian  war 
in  which  Captain  Stewart  fell,  I  would  like  to  say 
to  South  Carolinians,  of  which  State  he  was  a  na- 
tive, that  he  was  an  ornament  to  that  gallant  State; 
that  he  was  the  best  ofiicer  of  his  age  in  the  Amer- 
ican Army,  and  more  familiar  with  the  datiesof 
an  officer  than  any  youne:  man  in  the  Army.  He 
had  distin^i^hed  himself  in  every  battle  he  vaa 
in  in  Mexico — and  he  was  in  nearly  all  of  them— 
and  fell  fighting  for  the  people  of  Oregon.  1  learned, 
about  the  time  of  his  death,  tliat  a  portion  of  jiia 
salary  was  annually  or  quarterly  devoted  to  the 
benefit  of  his  mother,  now,  I  learn,  living  in  this 
District.  I  hope  that  some  friend  of  that  man  will 
tuke  care  to  propose  that  a  pension  be  granted  to 
that  mother;  a  mother  who  bore  such  a  noble  son 
is  entitled,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  benefit  of  a  pen* 
sion. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  the  subject.  Now, 
as  to  the  resolution,  if  there  is  anything  in  it,  any 
wording  of  it  that  is  not  just  ri^ht,  I  am  willio^ 
to  change  it.  I  do  not  ask  to  direct  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  He  is  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  I  do 
not  want  to  abridge  his  authority.  I  want  to  re- 
ouest  him  simply.  If  the  word  request  is  not  in 
the  resolution,  I  want  it  inserted.  I  want  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  President  to  it,  and  reqaett 
him,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  to  extend  to 
the  people  of  Oregon  Territory  that  protection 
which  they  are  enatled  to,  and  that  he  will  send 
out  that  regiment  to  Ore^n,  which  was  raised  by 
a  law  of  Congress  for  th&t  service.  Now,  to  un- 
dertake to  raise  a  regiment,  and  get  them  on  the 
ground  in  time  to  protect  emigrants  this  year,  ii 
out  of  the  question.  No  such  thin^  can  be  done. 
If  members  of  this  House  are  willing  to  affonl 
this  protection,  they  must  request  thePreddenl,  or 
the  President  must  do  it  iirithont  request,  to  send 
out  some  troops  now  in  the  field,  and  who  are 
regularly  in  the  service. 

If  you  let  it  go  this  year,  there  is  no  certainty 
of  getting  them  the  next;  and  when  will  we  get 
that  protection  our  citizens  need  and  demand?  I 
am  satisfied  myself,  that  the  Army  is  sufliciently 
larg^  for  all  purposes.  Is  there  not  more  troops 
stationed  along  the  Southern  States  than  are 
needed  there  ?  Why  are  troops  needed  in  the  old 
States  of  the  Union  ?  Why  not  send  them  where 
they  will  be  on  duty,  affording  protection  to  the 
unsettled  portions  of  our  country  ?  Or  is  it  thst 
Oregon  is  too  far  off,  and  nothing  is  cared  for  the 
people  out  there  ?  I  am  satisfied  that  there  are 
enotigh  in  the  regular  Army,  properly  distributed,^ 
to  afford  all  the  protection  that  Texas  may  need,' 
without  calling  upon  her  gallant  sons  to  turn  ont, 
and  to  defend  themselves.  That,  however,  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  ever  since  « 
American  lived  there.  They  are  enough  to  afTore 
protection  to  Texas,  and  also  to  emigrants  em  rouU 
for  Oregon.  Why  not  let  the  rifles  come  to  Ore- 
gon— ^let  the  troops  who  have  enlisted  for  that  sct- 
vice  serve  out  their  time  there?  Now,  let  me  again 
ask  that  the  resolution  be  amended  so  as  to  vaak9 
the  resolution  read  "  request"  instead  of"  direct, 
wherever  it  may  occur.  I  trust  the  vote  to  recon- 
sider will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  obtamed  the  floor, 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  HEB  ARD.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  inquiry 
I  made  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Oregon,  was  not 
dictated  by  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  the 
purposes  of  his  resolution,  but  it  was  to  f^^^ 
position  we  were  placing  ourselves  in  with  nt»' 
ence  to  the  subject  before  us,  and  in  relation  to  ths 
President.  The  objection  with  me  is  not  what  the 
gentleman  himself  supposes  it  to  be.  It  i«  now 
cause  it  is  not  sufliciently  indicative  of  a  request, 
but  because  I  regard  a  request  here  even  as  isi- 
proper  as  a  direction.  Ididnotpftymuc|ia«enti«n 
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to  the  resolution  when  it  was  introduced  and 
adoDted  in  the  first  instance^  from  the  confusion 
in  tne  Hall.     When  my  attention  was  again  called 
to  it  by  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  it  oc- 
corred  to  me  that  we  wer«!  acting  entirely  in  the 
dark.     It  is  utterly  improper,  and  I  regard  the 
making  of  a  request  of  the  JPresident  upon  an  im- 
portaot  matter  like  this  as  eouivalent  to  a  direc- 
tion.    I  ask  gentlemen  here  now  we  stand  with 
reference  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
making  a  request  of  him  to  do  an  important  act 
when  we  ourselves  know  nothing  obout  his  ability 
to  do  that  act  or  its  propriety  ?    There  is  the  dim  • 
culty  in  the  resolution.    It  is  not  that  it  is  couched 
in  disrespectful  terms;  it  is  not  that  it  is  a  direction, 
•  but  the  ODJection  with  me  is,  that  we  are  requesting 
the  President  to  do  that  of  which  we  ourselves 
have  no  information,  of  which  we  know  nothing 
of  the  facts  either  as  re^rds  his  ability  or  the  pro- 
priety of  doing  the  action.    It  is  with  that  view  I 
nope  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
will  be  reconsidered.    If  the  gentleman  has  applied 
to  the  President  to  do  this  very  thing,  and  he 
Defected  to  do  it,  the  gentleman,  without  any 
information  upon  which  to  base  our  action,  comes 
forward  and  requests  him  to  do  it.    I  want  to 
know  if  it  is  not  implying  indirectly  a  censure 
upon  the  President?    It  is  presumed  that  if  he 
knows  his  duty  he  will  discharge  it.    If  we  know 
it  better  than  he  does,  we  must  have  facts  upon 
which  to  base  our  action.    I  think  we  are  acting 
improperly  in  requesting — ^in  directing  action  upon 
the  part  of  the  President  which  he  has  declinea  to 
take  himself— all  the  responsibility  restin?  with 
him,  unless  some  better  reason  is  furnished  than 
has  been  suggested. 

Mr.  BA  iLY,  of  Virginia.  My  objection  to 
the  resolution  does  not  grow  out  of  the  object  at 
which  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  seems  to  aim. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  entirely  proper  that  Or- 
egon, and  that  the  emigrants  upon  tneir  way  to 
(Sreeon,  should  be  protected.  It  is  not  from  any 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  gentleman  upon 
that  point  I  oppose  this  resolution,  but  my  oppo- 
sition grows  out  of  a  matter  of  principle.  This 
House  alone  has  nothing  to  do  with  posting  the 
army.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress  have  noth- 
ing (o  do  with  it.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  can  raise  and  support  an  army,  but  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army;  and  we  have  no  authority 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth — the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  have  no  authority — to  give  any  direc- 
tion in  respect  to  the  posting  of  the  army.  That 
is  a  nnatter  which  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army.  Why, sir,  even  in 
time  of  war  the  Congress  of  the  UnitM  States  have 
no  jurisdiction  in  respect  to  the  Army  except  to 
raise  and  support  it. 

Mr.  LANE.    I  will  state  Ui  my  friend  that  the 
resolution  does  not  direct  the  President,  it  only  re- 
quests him. 
Mr.  BAYLY.    I  do  not  think,  so  far  as  the 

aoestion  of  principle  is  concerned .  that  that  alters 
le  case.     We  make  a  request  where  we  have  no 
authority  to  act,  and  that  request  is  addressed  to 
one  who  has  the  authority,  and  who  is  responsi- 
ble.   I  shall  not  comment  upon  the  views  which 
have  been  already  presented,  that  we  have  not  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  because  my  opposi- 
tion does  not  grow  out  of  the  matter  of  expediency 
nor  propriety,  but  out  of  the  Question  of  power. 
I  was  about  to  say  when  I  yielded  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Or^on,  that  even  in  time  of  war  the 
authority  of  Congress  over  the  Army  is  confined 
to  the  raising  and  subsisting  of  it.    This  was  a 
matter  carefully  considered  in   the  Convention 
which  adopted  our  Constitution*.  .The  power  was 
given  to  Congress  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  sup- 
port an  army, but  the  power  to  wage  war  is  given 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  Navy.    Con- 
gress may,  if  it  believes  aAer  a  war  has  been  de- 
dared,  that  it  is  unnecessary  and  improperly  pros- 
ecQted,  withhold  supplies,  but  it  cannot  take  the 
command  of  the  Army.    The  only  way  by  which 
the  Congress  can  control  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  his  command  over  the  Army  is 
by  withholding  supplies.    I  agree  entirely  with 
the  i^nUeman  from  Vermont,  |Mr.  Hebard,] 
that  m  a  case  of  this  sort  a  request  ia^uivalent  to 
a  direction.    It  is  a  matter  in  referent  to  which 
we  have  no  right  to  make  a  request,  as  a  question 
of  powtr,  and  besides  of  expediency,  where  we 


have  no  information.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  protect  the  frontier,  to  protect  our  emi- 
grants, to  protect  our  distant  settlers;  and  I  have  no 
idea  of  this  House  interposing  to  relieve  him  from 
any  of  his  responsibility,  by  directing  him  in  this 
matter.  Well,sir,  what  will  be  the  result?  Just  as 
certain  as  the  sun  will  rise  to-morrow,  if  you  pass 
this  resolution  directing  the  rifle  regiment  to  be 
posted  as  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  suffsests,  it 
will  be  made  tiie  excuse  for  asking  the  addition  of 
one  or  two  regiments  to  our  forces..  This  matter 
was  gone  over  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  whose  abil- 
ity and  experience  has  confirmed  me  in  the  truth 
of  the  opinion  I  expressed  at  the  last  Congress, 
that  we  have  army  enough  if  properly  posted ;  but 
it  is  not  for  this  House  to  say  where  they  shall  be 
posted*.  Congress  have  not  the  information,  nor 
the  power. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  After  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  Delegate  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lane,]  it 
must  be  apparent  to  the  House  what  the  object  of 
this  resolution  is.  It  is  to  overrule,  if  not  by  the 
direction  of  the  House,  at  least  by  its  opinion,  the 
action  of  the  President,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Army,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
posting  of  the  Army.  To  say  notliing  of  the 
power  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Batlt]  has  adverted  to  do  this,  in 
the  absence  of  all  inquiry  and  information,  it  is  at 
least  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding.  Why  have 
these  troops  been  ordered,  not  from  Oregon,  but 
California  ?  The  Secretary  of  War  has  told  you 
that  mounted  troops  are  unnecessary  in  Oregon ; 
that  mounted  troops  cannot  operate  in  Oregon  and 
California  with  as  much  facihty  as  elsewhere;  that 
they  are  not  adapted  to  that  service. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Texas  will 
allow  me,  I  will  put  him  right  in  relation  to  that 
matter.  No  troops  are  fit  for  Indian  service  but 
mounted  ones.  What  was  the  description  of  force 
with  which  Major  Kearny  operated?  What  was 
the  kind  of  force  commanded  oy  Capt.  Stuart  when 
he  was  killed  ?  I  was  with  them  a  short  time  after 
the  captain  fell,  and  recollect  of  making  a  march 
of  fifty  miles  in  a  day,  and  havine  in  that  several 
skirmishes.  Could  men  on  foot  have  done  that? 
We  galloped  into  an  Indian  town  and  knocked 
down  every  Indian  that  could  be  seen,  and  then 
went  in  a  gallop  to  the  next  town,  and  after  over- 
running that,  we  went  to  the  next,  and  in  that 
manner  they  conquered  in  two  weeks  the  most  fe- 
rocious and  warlike  Indians  in  Oregon  Territory. 
This  was  done  by  troops  raised  lor  the  Oregon 
service,  and  who  had  been  transferred  to  the  dra- 
goon service.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Texas,  that  none  but  mounted  troops  can  operate 
there.  Infantry  will  not  do  there  except  to  gar- 
rison a  post.  These  troops  did  good  service  in 
Mexico.  Mounted,  as  they  were,  they  could  gal- 
lop a  whole  day,  as  did  the  Texas  troops,  ana  on 
the  next  fight  three  or  four  Indian  battles. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  do  not  pretend  to  set  up 
my  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  country  in 
Oregon  to  that  of  the  Delegate  of  that  Territory; 
but  what  I  said  was  this,  that  the  Commander-in 
Chief  of  the  Army,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  decided  that  that  country  was  not  adapted  to 
mounted  troops,  but  that  infantry  was  a  better 
species  of  force.  Now,  by  a  resolution  of  this 
House  we  undertake  to  overrule  that  opinion  and 
to  order  back  to  Oregon  a  reeiment  which  has  been 
ordered  from  California  to  tne  frontier  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  It  strikes  me  that  this  ou^ht 
not  to  be  done,  and  that  it  would  be  presumption 
in  this  House,  without  investigation,  to  overrule 
both  the  Presidentand  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  disposition  of  the  Army,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it.  Let  an  inquiry  be  instituted  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  let  a  proper 
investi^tion  take  place,  before  the  Administration 
is  set  right  upon  this  point  if  it  is  in  an  error;  but 
do  not  let  a  resolution  introduced  in  this  manner, 
attempting  to  make  a  disposition  of  the  Army,  be 
forced  through  the  House  without  investigation. 
The  idea  of  the  Administration  is  to  give  so  much 
infantry  ais  is  necessary  to  Oregon  and  Califor- 
nia, and  to  place  upon  the  great  prairies,  the  great 
open  plains,  the  mounted  troops,  because  they  can 
operate  in  no  other  place  to  advantage  against  the 
Indians.  There  is  another  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  By  this  time  the  regi- 
ment has  arrived  in  Texas,  which  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gkneral  Smith,  who  is  in  command  of 


the  eighth  military  division, and  great  expense  has 
been  incurred  in  their  removal.  You  propose,  upon 
a  simple  resolution,  to  order  their  second  removal, 
thus  incurring  a  double  expense.  If  you  undertake 
that,  you  ought  at  least  to  do  what  you  failed  to 
do  at  tlie  last  session  of  Congress,  give  the  Q,uar- 
termaster's  Department  sufficient  money  where- 
with to  operate  upon  the  frontier  in  defence  of  the 
country. 

it  appeara  now,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is 
destitute  of  fbnds  and  is  in  debt,  and  it  also 
appeara  that  he  cannot  protect  the  frontier,  for  the 
very  reason  that  he  has  no  money  in  the  Ctuar- 
termaster's  Department  with  whicn  he  can  mount 
and  move  troops,  and  with  which  he  can  make  a 
disposition  of  any  portion  of  the  Army.  It  strikes 
me,  it  would  be  a  far  more  useful  inquiry  to  ask 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  why  they 
hare  not,  before  this  late  day,  reported  the  defi- 
ciency bill  required  by  the  estimates  of  tiie  Secre- 
tary of  War,  thus  providing  for  the  necessary 
wants  of  the  Army. 

.  Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman,  but  these  estimates  were  referred 
on  the  Idth  of  last  month. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  If  these  estimates  wera  re- 
ferred in  this  House  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  it 
seems  to  me  that  between  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  the  printing  of  the  House,  there 
has  been  a  perfect  stop-law  to  ail  the  business. 

Mr?  DUNHAM.  That  may  be  all  true;  but  it 
cannot  be  expected  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  act  upon  the  estimates  sent  to  the 
Speaker's  table,  before  they  are  printed  and  sent 
to  the  committee.  They  will  act  upon  them  when 
in  their  hands;  and  if  the  gentleman  wants  a 
remedy,  he  must  find  it  there,  and  not  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  When  the  public  interest 
demands  immediate  action  and  immediate  appro- 
priation; when  the  whole  frontier  is  in  a  state  of 
warfare  and  bloodshed,  it  strikes  me,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  could  act  upon  a  mat- 
ter which  embraces  no  more  than  six  pages  of 
printed  natter.  They  could  act  upon  these  esti- 
mates without  their  hieing  printed  at  all. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  if  they  have  authority  to  do  that,  when 
the  House  have  ordered  these  estimates  to  be 
printed? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  At  whose  instance  were  they 
ordered  to  be  printed  ?  Was  it  at  the  instance  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ?  The  motion 
proceeds  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  one  of  its  membere,  and  neither  is  it  strictly 
true,  because  they  are  ordered  to  be  printed  that 
they  must  remain  forever  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer,  unless  he  chooses  to  execute  the  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Texas 
[Mr.  Howard]  is  laboring  under  an  error,  when 
he  says  that  the  deficiency  estimates  were  referred 
early  in  the  last  month.  The  deficiency  estimates, 
as  far  as  his  appropriation  is  concerned,  were  pre- 
sented to  this  House  some  time  in  January,  but 
they  have  not  reached  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  full  yet.  I  have  the  estimates  that 
have  been  printed  and  furnished  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bere of  that  committee  have  not  received  them  yet. 
The  gentleman  says  we  can  act  upon  the  manu- 
script communication  that  has  been  made  to  this' 
House.  We  do  not  get  possession  of  the  manu- 
script copy,  and  we  have  not  the  right  to  it.  It  is 
ordered  by  the  House  to  be  taken  to  the  printers — 
it  is  taken  there,  and  there  it  lies. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  to  order. 
The  question  of  printing  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  resolution  before  us. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  my  friend  from 
Florida  is  gettine:  a  little  excited. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  insist  upon  my  point  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  decide  that 
it  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  the  question  of  print- 
ing.   

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Texas 
[Mr.  Howard]  was  allowed  to  discuss  this  very 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  inclined  to 
call  either  the  gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr.  How- 
aeb]  or  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hotrt* 
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ton]  to  order,  but  the  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr. 
Cabell]  rises  to  a  question  of  order 

Mr.  HOU.srON.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman  from  Texas,  J  will  make  a  statement 
of  facts.  The  •  siimaies  which  concern  him  di- 
rectly, are  not  the  only  estimates  UDon  which  the 
committee  have  to  form  a  bill.  Now,  if  it  were 
true  that  half  a  dozen  pa^es  of  printed  matter 
were  all,  the  coormiuee  might  take  them  up,  if 
they  had  possession  of  the  printed  communica- 
tion, so  as  to  act  upon  the  subject;  but  the  gentle- 
man forgets  that  there  is  a  large  deficiency  in  the 
Cluartermaster's  Department — a  large  deficiency 
in  the  Navy — a  large  deficiency  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior.  All  these  things  have  to  consti- 
tute one  bill,  and  we  cannot  venture  to  take  up 
every  item 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  compelled  to 
call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  was  stating,  when  I  was 
interrupted,  why  this  regiment  could  not  be  re- 
moved back  a^in  to  Oregon,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  there  is  no  money  in  the  duartermaster's 
Department  to  defray  the  expenses.  That,  I  in- 
sist, is  pertinent  to  the  resolution.  Now  the  gen- 
tleman says  that  the  Committee  of  Way3  and 
Means  have  not  had  the  estimates  before  the  com- 
mittee. They  have  had  the  estimates  of  the  de- 
ficiency bill  for  the  Army,  which  were  referred  on 
the  13ih  of  the  last  month. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  rise  to  the  same 
point  of  order.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Texas  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
Speaker  to  decide. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  inclined  to 
regard  the  gentleman  from  Texas  as  wandering 
entirely  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this  debate,  in 
referring  to  the  means  of  the  Government  for 
transferring  these  troops.  The  gentleman  from 
Texas  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  On  the  13th  of  January,  this 
matur  was  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
for  about  two  weeks  the  printed  estimate  has  been 
in  my  desk — ^how  much  longer  in  my  W)x,  I  do 
not  know.  It  seems  to  me,  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance^involving  the  security  of  the 
whole  frontier; — the  efficiency  of  the  whole  Army 
itself — that  this  is  a  late  day  for  the  deficiency  bill, 
and  not  yet  brought  in,  and  which  ought  to  have 
been  passed  long  ere  this.  The  necessary  money 
to  make  the  Army  efficient  should  have  oeen  ap- 
propriated, as  almost  the  first  business  of  th? 
House,  because,  whatever  may  be  the  fault  in  rela- 
tion to  the  defences  of  the  country,  1  undertake 
to  say  that  it  resu  here.  It  does  not  rest  with  the 
Administration.  1  feel  bound  in  iustice  to  the 
Administration  to  say,  that  at  the  fast  session  of 
Congress  they  called  repeatedly  both  for  men  and 
means  to  enable  them  to  make  the  frontier  de- 
fences efficient.  By  the  course  pursued  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  in  cutting  down  the  estimates 
one  half  in  the  duartermasier's  Department,  and 
that,  too,  without  any  reason,  and  by  the  refusal 
or  neglect  of  the  House  this  session  to  this  late 
day  to  supply  that  deficiency  in  any  degree,  the 
fault  rests  here;  and  the  frontiers  of  the  country 
are  not  protected  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
ought  to  be.  1  wish  at  the  proper  time  to  move 
to  strike  out  all  the  resolution  from  the  word  **  re- 
solved,** and  to  substitute  in  iu  place  **  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afilairs  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  it,'*  &e, 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  understand  the  motion  is 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  motion  now  for 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  ORR.  Will  that  motion  come  up  to-mor- 
row, if  not  disposed  of? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  privUeged  question— 
the  motion  to  reconsider — which  may  be  called  up 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  hope  my  friend  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Goaman]  will  give  way  to  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ. I  make  the  motion  thiflit  the  House  do  now 
adiourn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  under- 
stand the  condition  of  the  question,  should  the 
House  now  adjourn.  If  the  motion  should  come 
up  to-morrow  to  reconsider,  and  it  be  carried,  then 
I  should  think  the  resolution,  having  come  in 
uoder  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  will  go  over  until 
next  Monday. 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  if  the  vote  is  reconsidered,  the  reso- 
ution  will  be  before  the  House  in  order  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  only  when  a  motion 
is  made,  and  not  acted  upon,  that  it  goes  over  to 
the  next  suspension  day.  This  has  been  acted 
upon. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  fVoin  the 
flies  of  Che  House,  the  papen  of  John  Oordoa  lor  purposes 
of*  reference. 

Mr.  GrORMAN,  I  yielded  to  my  friend  to 
make  the  motion,  upon  the  supposition  that  this 
matter  would  come  up  to-morrow  morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that,  as 
a  privileged  question,  it  may  be  called  up. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  will  cull  the  at- 
tention of  the  Chair  to  the  fact,  that  after  the  House 
has  disposed  of  the  privileged  question,  then  the 
resolution,  coming  in  under  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  must,  I  think,  according  to  the  practice  of 
the  House,  go  over  to  the  next  Monday — the  sus- 
pensioti  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks,  in  exam- 
ining  the  practice  of  the  House,  that  ibe  subject 
has  come  fairly  before  the  House,  and  after  being 
reconsidered  by  the  House,  it  will  be  in  order  to 
vote  upon  the  resolution.  But  the  Chair  states 
distinctly,  that  it  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  de- 
termining that  matter  when  it  comes  up. 

Mr.  JON  ES.  The  Chair  will  find  upon  exami- 
ation,  that  the  practice  of  the  House,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  when  a  similar  question  arose, 
was  as  I  have  already  stated. 

On  motion,  it  was         « 

Ordtred,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  fWtm  the 
filea  of  the  House,  the  papers  of  John  Sloane,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference  to  one  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
for  adjournment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  kc,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees: 

By  Mr.  DO WNE :  The  petition  of  Jaibe^  Cleveland,  Jr., 
and  others,  a  committee  of  the  rope-makers  of  Kings  coun- 
ty, in  Uie  litate  of  New  York,  praying  for  an  alteration  of 
the  tariff. 

By  Mr.  RORSFORD :  The  peUUon  of  aundry  citixen* 
of  Geneva,  New  York,  praying  for  additional  protection  to 
the  busineM  of  manutacturiug  segars. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS:  The  memorial  of  A.  A.  Hibbard 
and  others,  ciUsens  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  remonstra- 
tiug  againitt  an  extension  of  C.  H.  McCormick't  patent  for 
a  reaping  machine. 

By  Mr.  GOODRICH :  The  petition  of  Bancroft  Fowler 
and  other*,  of  8tockbridge,  MaMachusetta,  praying  Con- 
gre^  to  take  such  action  as  it  may  deem  best  in  tavor  of 
stipulated  arbitration  as  a  substitute  for  war,  as  an  arbiter 
of  iustice  among  nations. 

Alito,  the  petiUon  of  Ezra  Heath,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of 
Gilbert  Dench,  for  tlie  payment  of  tlie  balance  equitably  due 
under  a  contract  with  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  UBNN :  The  petition  of  Isaac  G.  WUIson  and 
35  others,  ciUaens  of  Powesheik  county,  Iowa,  asking  for 
a  mail  route  from  Fairfield,  via  Lancaster,  Sigoumey,snd 
Indianapolis,  to  Montezuma. 

By  Mr.  GROW :  The  peUdon  of  citizens  of  Susquehan- 
na county^  Pennsylvania,  for  a  mail  route  from  Friend4- 
ville,  in  said  connty,  to  South  Warren,  in  Bradford  county. 

By  Mr.  CLINGMAN :  The  memorial  of  Captain  Charies 
Wilkes,  relative  to  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin. 

By  Mr.  BRiGGS:  The  memorial  of  the  presidenU  and 
cashiers  of  the  banks  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  96  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  asking  Con- 
gress tn  establish  a  Mint  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

ByMr.MlLLSON:  The  pcUUon  of  William  T.  Uendren, 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Suites  for  the  east- 
ern district  of  Virginia,  praying  a  reasonable  annual  salary. 

By  Mr.  McDONALD :  The  petition  of  Christopher  B. 
Sawyer  and  17  others,  ciUzens  of  Maine,  for  a  light-house 
on  Uie  Nubble,  at  Cape  Neddech. 

Also,  the  petition  of  G.  N.  Freeman  and  others,  on  same 
subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  E.  Perkins  and  others,  on 
same  subject. 

By  Mr.  SWEET8ER:  The  petition  of  Enoch  Winan  and 
others,  citizens  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  for  additional 
compensation  for  taking  the  census,  under  the  act  of  Mar 
S3d   1850. 

By  Mr.  GIDOINGS:  The  petition  of  William  Chandler 
and  43  other  citizens  of  Clinton,  Ohio;  H.  Van  Houton 
and  196  others,  of  Morris  county,  New  Jersey ;  Minn  G. 
Moslin  and  67  other  citizens  of  Ohio,  Kenneth  Monthly 
Meeting  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law. 

Also,  the  poUUou  of  William  Miley  and  80  other  citizens 
oTIUinois,  lor  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

By  Mr.  RIOOLB :  The  memorial  of  1,300  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  build  a  ; 
cuKtom  house  in  the  city  of- Wilmington. 

By  Mr.  B  (JELL :  The  petition  of  Sergeant  William  Pratt, 
tar  a  pension.  ' 

By  Mr.  BARREEfi :  Three  stveial  petitions,  anveronaly 


signed,  by  citizens  of  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  yrayiag  te 
the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Burean. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  memorial  of  the  Boan)  o( 
Trade,  of  PhiladeJpIiia,  relative  to  a  branch  Mint  in  New 
York. 

Also,  of  Mary  F.  B.  Lively,  of  Philadelphia,  askine  ihr  % 
pension  on  account  of  services  and  sullbrings  or  ber  basbtU 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  proceedings  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  of  Peaa. 
sylvania,  recommending  the  e«tabUshmeat  of  aa  Agiksl. 
tural  Bureau  by  the  United  States. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  10,  1853. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Bt7Ti.ci. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Clinton  county,  OHio,  praying  additional  compen- 
satton;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam R.  Glover  and  James  J.  Wright,  praying 
that  the  Postmaster  General  may  be  authorized  to 
contract  with  them  for  the  transportation  of  the 
nmils  between  New  Orleans  and  V  era  Cruz,  touch- 
ing at  Tampico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  seven  memorials  of 
assistant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  CcDsut 
in  North  Carolina,  praying  additional  compensa- 
tion; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
A.  Dix  and  John  A.  Bolles,  sureties  of  the  late 
R.  S.  Dix,  praying  certain  credits  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts  as  a  paymaster  in  the  Array; 
Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Cora- 
panv,  praying  the  right  of  ^vay  and  a  donation  of 
land;  which  was  referred  no  the  Committee  oo 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  the.petition  of  John  Mitchell,  prayineto 
be  allowed  back  pension;  >avhich  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  Isind  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  fr<fm  Shawoeetovu 
to  the  Mississippi  river,  opMsite  to  Saint  Louis; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jerenaiafa  Twamy,praymy 
compensation  for  a  coat  lost  while  he  was  aiding 
in  extinguishing  the  fire  in  thieCapitol  on  the24tQ 
December  last;  which  was  r'eferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Ex- 
penses of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  the  petition  of  "Wil- 
liam O'Brien,  a  lieutenant  in  the  late  war  widi 
Mexico,  praying  three  months'  extra  pay  and  hit 
traveling  expenses  home;  wlaich  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  A  fifairv. 
.  Mr.  PISH  presented  a  peti  tion  of  bank  officers 
and  others,  of  Albany,  New  York,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Mint  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  memorial  of 
merchants,  shippers,  snip-owners,  underwriters, 
and  others,  of  Bath,  Maine,  praying  that  the  act 
of  March  3,  1847,  for  thel*  reduction  of  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty  asainst 
ships  and  vessels  may  not  be  repealed;  whic£  wai 
referred  to  the  Coq;imittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  have  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  W.  Van 
Ness,  praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  so  as  to  allow  her  an  appeal 
from  a  decision  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  which  1  move  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  like  to  interpose  any 
objection  to  sending  anything  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  that  properly,  belongs  to  it.  I  do 
not  say  that  this  matter  would  not  have  originally 
belonged  to  that  committee,  but  it  has  been  before 
that  committee,  and  I  have  once  brought  in  a  bill 
in  connection  with  it.  As  well  as  1  can  recollect, 
her  former  memorial — and  I  have  no  doubt  this 
is  the  8ame---WB8,  that  we  should  review  a  certain 
law,  and  make  a  retrospective  law  so  as  to  allow 
her  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unitfd 
States  &r  a  revision  of  her  rights.  That  bill, 
which  was  prsaentad,  waaconaidtrsd  and  disposed 
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of  by  a  UuTfre  majority  of  this  body,  and  I  should 
therefore  be  reluctant  to  allow  such  a  matter  to  go 
back  to  a  committee  which  has  already  decided 
upon  it;  and  I  would  inform  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, that  if  it  goes  back  again  to  that  committee, 
il  will  share  its  former  fate.  He  had  better,  there- 
fare,  propose  some  other  reference. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  have  merely  presented  the 
memorial  at  the  request  of  this  respectable  lady, 
and  if  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary objects  to  its  beipg  sent  to  that  committee, 
I  presume  the  better  way  will  be  to  let  it  lie  on  the 
uole. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  persist 
in  his  motion? 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  ask  if  there  has  been 
an  adverse  report  upon  this  subject  ?  If  there  has, 
I  will  change  my  course. 

Mr.  BUTLER^  Perhaps  not  directly  an  ad- 
vene report,  because  her  application  was  reported 
upon  bv  a  bill.  That  bill  proposed  to  give  her  the 
ngbt  of  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  a  law 
which  reacned  back  to  cases  that  had  arisen  with- 
in a  period  of  five  years,  cases  which  had  been  de- 
cided under  the  laws  then  existing;  in  other  words, 
to  give  her  the  benefit  of  a  law  operating  retro- 
neetively,  when,  in  fact,  no  such  law  existed. 
We  decided  against  Ihat,  and  introduced  a  bill 
which  should  operate  prospectively,  giving  to  all 
persona  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
from  the  decisions  oi  the  Circuit  Court. 

The  memorial  was  then  ktid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Chester  Griswold,  on  the 
lBe4  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
aiofw. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
itary  Aflairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  tne  officers  of  the  first  raiment  of  Louisiana 
ToUinteerSy  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
vas  read. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
a  company  of  sappers  and  miners,  submitted  a  re- 
port, sccompaniea  by  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tkd  **  An  act  for  the  organization  of  a  company 
of  sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers,"  approved 
May  15,  1846;  which- was  read  and  passea  to  the 
second  reading. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

QrJTtfrf,  That  the  Comaiittee  on  Mf  Ittary  Aflbin  be  dls- 
fkaxced  from  tbe  funber  conatderatioD  of  docuraentt  reis- 
liBg  to  the  claim  of  John  P.  Duval,  and  that  they  be  referred 
toa»e  Committee  on  Indian  Aflain. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  C<Mnmittee  on  Military  Aff^in  be  di»- 

tIariKed  from  tbe  Airtber  consideration  of  doconienta  in  re- 

Mon   to  tbe  claim  of  the  widow  of  Breret  Major  J.  P.  J. 

^liea,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  oa 


Mr.  M  ALLOEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Tbomas  Pember,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  was  read, and  passed 
to  ihe'  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REFUNDING  REVENUE  TO  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  No.  44,  entitled  **  A  bill  in  addition  to  and 
amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  public  offi- 
cers, and  others,  who  may  have  received  moneys 
ariaiog  from  military  contributions,  or  otherwise, 
in  Mejcico,*  '*  approved  March  3d,  1849,  to  report 
the  same  back  to  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment, 
and  ask  that  the  bill  and  amendment  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be  printed, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  it  is  usual  also  to  print 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  GWIN.  In  connection  with  this  subject, 
I  wish  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate,  that  when  this 
bin  coiiies  up  for  consideration,  in  accordance 
with  a  resoluuon  of  the  Legislature  of  California, 
I  will  move  to  make  some  important  amendments 
to  it.  During  the  last  Congress  I  brought  this 
mbject  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  prepared  a  bill, 
^a  had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
Authorizing  the  payment  of  the  moneys  collected 
from  the  peojple  of  California,  in  violation  of  law 
md  the  principles  upon  which  this  Government  is 


based,  of  no  taxation  without  representation,  to  the 
government  of  that  State.  At  that  time  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fuiance  reported  upon  the  bill,  striking 
out  the  whole  of  it,  and  authorizing  the  payment 
to  us  of  (300,000  instead  of  the  millions  of  dollars 
which  had  been  paid  by  us  in  violation  of  our 
rights  as  citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  Since  the 
a^ournment  of  the  last  Congress,  the  Le^laU|re 
of  California  has  acted  upon  this  subject,  and 
passed  resolutions  in  regara  to  it  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  which  I  presented  to  the  Senate  some  time 
ago,  and  will  now  read. 

As  this  is  a  question  of  great  importance  to  the 
|>eople  of  that  State,  1  will  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  while  1  read  the  resolutions,  which 
truly  represent  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people 
of  the  State: 
Joint  Resolutions  relative  to  the  Civil  Fund  of  California. 

Rtsolvd  h^  the  Senate  and  ^uemblyy  That  we  view 
with  feehng*  offturnrise  and  re?ret,  the  action  of  CongreM 
in  reAvIng  to  refund  to  the  State  of  California,  moneys  col- 
lected in  her  ports  and  th>in  the  honest  industry  of  her  citi- 
zens previous  to  her  admission  into  the  Federal  Union. 

ReMolvedy  That  we  consider  the  tuiid  heretoiore  known 
as  the  Civil  Fund  of  California,  to  be  the  property  of  thli 
State,  and  that  any  other  appropriation  of  it  by  tbe  General 
Government  we  bold  to  be  iiqjust  and  ungeaerutis.  Taxa- 
tion without  representauon,  is  a  principle  always  repudiatml 
by  the  American  people. 

Retoleedf  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  be  re- 

2 nested  to  continue  all  honorable  exertions  to  procure  from 
!onf  ress  the  recognition  of  our  right  to  tbe  moneys  taken 
from  us  by  the  General  Govemmfnt,  and  an  aupropriation 
to  tiiat  eflect,  and  that  we  call  upon  our  sister  States  to  see 
that  this  act  ot  Justice  isperibrmed  towards  the  youngest  of 
the  Republic. 

Reaolved,  That  tbe  Governor  be  requested  to  present  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives,  each,  a  copy  of  the  lore  • 
going  resolutions.  JOHN  BIGLER, 

Speaker  of  the  ^etemhhf. 

DAVID  C.  BRODERICK, 

Preeident  of  the  Senate. 
ArraovsD,  May  1, 1851. 

JOHN  McDOUOAL. 

It  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  I  had  these  reso- 
lutions referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of 
which  i  am  a  member;  and  I  moved,  in  commit- 
tee, that  a  bill  be  reported  accordingly.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  1  stood  solitary  and  alone  in  favor  of 
the  introduction  of  such  a  bill ;  and  I  now  rive  no- 
tice, that  whftn  the  bill  reported  comes  before  the 
Senate,  I  will  make  an  appeal  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  several  States  of  the  Union  to  interfere 
and  rend^  effective  this  act  of  justice  to  Califor- 
nia. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  was  another  class  of 
meritorious  claims  which  were  referred  to  thesaiiie 
committee,  designed  to  make  some  compensation 
to  those  pairiouc  citizens  who  prevented  a  num- 
ber of  American  citizens  from  starving  by  furnish- 
ing them  with  support  en  rouU^nnd  on  their  arrival 
in  that  country.  This  proposition  was  made  by 
me,  not  alone  m  conseouence  of  the  suggestions  of 
my  own  mind,  althougn  it  met  my  cordial  appro- 
bation, but  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Legislature  of  California.  The  resolution  is 
this: 

Joint  Resdatioa  fhr  the  relief  of  Captain  Willhun  Waldo, 
Charles  N.  HaU,  and  J.  J.  Petrie. 
Reeohed,  (the  Assembly  concurring.)  That  our  Senators 
in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested, to  use  their  influence  and  efforts  to  obtain  an  ap- 
propriation from  Congress  for  the  relief  of  J.  J.  Petrie ; 
also,  for  tbe  relief  of  Captain  William  Waldo  and  Charles 
N.  Hall,  for  money  expended  by  them  in  affording  reUef  to 
the  destitute  and  sulrering  overland  ImmigraUon,  while 
acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Sacramento  Relief  Com- 
pany i  and  that  tbe  Goveiaor  of  thb  State  be  requested  m 
forward  this  resolution  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
In  Congress.  JOHN  BIGLBR, 

Speaker  of  the  wf  ssemdly. 
DAVID  C.  BRODERICK, 

Preeident  of  the  Senate. 
Appbovkd,  wfertf  5, 1861. 

JOHN  McDOUGAJ^. 

.  I  also  made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  have  some 
appropriation  made  to  pay  these  just  and  merito- 
rious claims,  but  I  was  equally  unsuccessful  in 
that  effort.  And  I  give  notice,  that  when  this  bill 
comes  up,  I  shall  introduce  an  amendment  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  that  resolution  of  my  State. 
That  the  Senate  may  be  apprised  of  the  princi- 
ple I  am  contending  for,  I  will  have  printed  with 
these  remarks  the  bill  relating  to  this  subject  as 
originally  introduced  by  me: 

A  Bill  to  aniborize  and  direct  the  paytnent  of  certain  mon- 
«ys  into  the  treasary  of  tbe  State  of  Ualilbmia,  which 
were  collected  in  the  ports  of  said  State  as  a  revf  nue 
upon  imports,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
and  prior  lo  the  admission  of  said  State  into  tbe  Union. 
Bo U  enmetti  fa  I4s  Smai* amdOomeof  JUjirsssalo- 
ffoss  of  the  Vnited  9tate§  ofJdmeriea  in  Congreee  sstsm- 


hled.  That  it  Is  hereby  made  the  duly  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  rau>(e  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  State  of  CaHfornia,  all  the  moneys  collected  in  tiie  porta 
now  embraced  within  the  limit^of  naid  State,  from  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  May,  one  thott>«and  eiglit  hundrf^d  and  forty' 
eight,  to  the  day  on  which  tiie  collector  appointed  under  the 
act  enUtied  **  An  act  lo  extend  the  revenue  lawKof  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  over  the  territory  and  waters  of  Upper  Cali'or- 
nia,  and  to  create  a  collection  district  therein,''  approved 
March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-  nine,  entered  upon 
tbe  duties  of  bis  office :  Provided,  Tlmt  ouch-montys  so  to 
be  paid  to  tiie  State  of  California,  shall  be  exclusive  <  f  a|\ 
sums  property  expended  under  the  directions  of  the  military' 
dejacto  governors,  fbr  the  neceasaiy  expenses  of  eolleefing 
the  same ;  and  also  all  sums  property  and  jwiOly  expended 
under  the  directions  of  said  officers  for  tiie  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  and  sustaining  the  ie  fado  government,  which 
existed  from  the  conclUHicm  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  until  the  present  State  govemmeut  of 
California  went  into  operation. 

Src.3.  Jind  he  it  further  enadted.  That  His  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  the  Prewident  of  the  United  States  to  en  use  to 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  California,  nil 
moneys  collected  as  a  revenue  upon  imporu  in  the  ports 
now  embraced  within  tbe  limiu  of  said  State,  from  tbe  dav 
on  which  the  collector  appointed  under  the  net  a(bresaid, 
approved  third  Mar(*h,eigliteen hundred  imd  forty  nine,  en- 
tered upon  tiie  diitiCH  of  \u*  office,  to  the  day  on  which  the 
Slate  of  California  was  aclmitted  into  the  Union  :  Provided^ 
That  all  such  moneys  so  directed  to  be  paid  over  shall  he 
exclucive  of  all  amounts  properly  diiibursed  in  collecting 
the  same. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted^  That  It  is  hereby  made 
the  dutv  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  lo  caui>e 
to  be  paid  into  the  trea>ury  of  tiie  State  of  California,  all 
moneys  collected  in  the  ports  now  embraced  withlu  the 
limits  of  said  State,  as  hospital  and  light  dues,  and  which 
moneys  were  so  collected  prior  to  tbe  day  on  which  said 
State  was  aHmitted  into  the  Union. 

Sac.  4.  wJnrf  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Prei«ldent  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  provide  an<l  pre- 
scribe such  regiilaiious,  vouchers,  and  other  forms,  as  ia 
his  Judgment  will  be  beat  calculated  to  carry  out  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  law. 

Mr.  PEARCE.    Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  in  order  to  discuss 
this  subject  at  the  pre  ent  time. 

Mr.  FEARCE.  I  was  about  to  say,  that  aa  the 
bill  is  not  now  under  consideration,  i  did  not  con- 
sider it  proper  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  California;  but  when  it  is  before  us  for 
consideration  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  vindicate 
the  course  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  will  meet  the  Senatctr  there. 

ENGROSSED  BILL  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed : 

An  act  Supplementary  to  several  acts  of  Con- 
gress, providing  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives 
of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
to  make  land  warrants  assignable,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tbat  ibey  be  referred  to  the  Cdnmittee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

EXILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  expressive  of  the  sympathy  of  Con- 
gress for  the  exiled  Irish  patriots.  Smith  O'Brien 
and  Thomas  P.  Meagher  and  tl^eir  associatei^. 

Mr.  SEW ARDj  (who  has  the  floor  on  this  sub- 
ject.)   Mr.  President,  I  move  the  postponement; 
of  that  resolution  until  to-morrow,  and  that  it  be^ 
the  special  order  for  that  day,  at  one  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  a  special  order, 
and  if  postponed  it  will  come  up  to-morrow  at  one' 
o*clock. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  make  the  motioii  to 
postpone  until  to  morrow. 

Tne  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

7ha  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Clarkk's  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  non- 
intervention. The  pending  question  is  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Cass  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Sbward. 

Mr.  CASS  addressed  the  Senate  at  lencth  on  the 
subject.  He  considered  tbe  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings; he  deprecated  any  demonstration  of  violence, 
and  maintained  the  right,  justice,  and  propriety  of 
an  open  declaration  of  our  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  violations  of  the  law  of  nations.  Hitf 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  For  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  jMr.  Badokr) 
to  fBonclude  an  unfinished  speech,  I  move  that  the 
further  conaideration  of  this  subject  be  postponed 
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tintil  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  made  the  special  ' 
order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  BADGER..  1  have  no  objection  to  the 
motion  of  my  friend  from  Alabama  to  poatoone 
this  subject  till  the  day  after  to-morrow,  out  I  ob- 
ject most  decidedly  to  commencing  my  speech  to- 
day when  it  is  almost  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  The  Senator  need  not  pro- 
ceed until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  agreed 
to,  as  I  want  to  ask  the  Senate  to  go  into  Execu- 
tive session  on  a  matter  of  some  importance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GWIN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Tuesday,  February  lO;  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Butlcr,  Chaplain 
of  the  Senate. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

TROOPS  ON  THE  OREGON- ROUTES. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  as  the  first  business  in 
order,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  adopted,  yesterday,  a  resolution 
offered  by  thegentleman  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lake,] 
in  reference  to  routes  to  Oregon;  and  that  upon 
that  motion  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Gorman]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAVEN,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  Peter  Covil,  for  the  purpose  of 
reference  to  the  Pension  Department. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  desire,  with  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  to  ask 
leave  to  report  back  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, Senate  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  *  An 
act  to  provide  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted. States  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disa- 
bility of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,  ap- 
proved Jul3r  29th,  1850. 

The  bill  is  a  very  short  one,  and  may  be  dis- 
posed of  in  a  few  momenta.  There  is  a  very  ur- 
gent necessity  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  What  disposition  does  the 
gentleman  propose  to  make  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  KING.  I  desire  to  put  it  upon  its  passage. 
It  will  not  take  two  minutes. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  object  to  it. 

The  resolution,  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of 
which,  it  is  proposed  to  reconsider,  is  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  the  Presfdent  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Houm  what  steps,  if  any, 
nave  been  takeu  to  insure  the  protection  of  emigrants  en 
rottle  to  Oregon,  against  the  depredationtf  or  the  Indians  of 
that  Territory;  and  in  case  no  such  sti'ps  have  been  taken 
for  that  purpose,  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  the  r^- 
ment  of  Mounted  Rifles  to  be  placed  upon  duty  within  the 
Territory  of  Oregon-Tthe  service  for  which  said  troops 
were  created — and  that  he  cause  a  portion  of  said  r^ment 
to  be  pouted  upon  the  main  emigrant  road  from  St.  Joseph, 
on  the  Miscourf,  between  Fort  Hall  and  the  Dalles  of  the 
Columbia  river,  and  the  remainder  thereof  to  be  posted  in 
the  Rogue  River  Valley,  on  the  road  fVom  Oregon  to  Cali- 
fornia, said  troops  being  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
emigrants  and  others  traveling  said  road. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  subject  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  is  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  ^Mr.  Lane,] 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  certam  troops,  for 
the  protection  of  emigrants  en  route  for  that  Ter- 
ritory. I  have  but  a  few  observations  which  I 
desire  to  submit  to  the  House,  and  I  shall  not  ac- 
cupy  the  time  allowed  under  the  rule.  Those  re- 
marlcs  I  intend  to  address,  as  nearly  as  I  can,  to  the 
subject-matter  under  consideration,  without  any 
further  digression  than  may  seem  indisp^sableto 
my  purpose. 

This  resolution  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  certain  information  from  the  President. 
It  also  stiggesta  to  the  President,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  propriety  of  placing  upon  the  Oregon  route' 
the  mounted  rines.  The  pomt  to  which  1  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  is  this:  that  un- 
der the  law  creating  that  regiment,  the  mounted' 
rifles  were  raised  for  the  Or^jon  service;  they 
were  to  be  put  upon  that  service,  and  for  the  iden- 
tical purpose  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
ftntleman  from  Oregon,  in  his  resolution.    The 
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Secretary  of  War,  in  his  last  annual  report,  makes 
the  following  allusion  to  the  subject;  he  says, 
speaking  of  One  force  already  sent  out  to  Oregon: 

«  This  force  is  deemed  entirely  inadequate  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  of  Oregon.  The 
Governor  of  that  Territory  has  represented  this  fact,  and 
has  urged  an  increase  of  the  force  stationed  within  it.  The 
means  now  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  do  not  enable 
it  to  comply  with  this  demand." 

The  Governor  here  alluded  to,  is  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  representing  that  Territory.  The 
Secretary  of  War  proceeds: 

"  In  my  last  annual  report  I  recommended  the  creation 
of  a  new  regiment  of  mounted  men.  The  withdrawal  of 
the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  fk-oni  the  Pacific  has.  to 
some  extent,  diminished  the  necessity  of  creating  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  that  description  of  force,  as  that  countiy 
is  not  peculiarly  adapted  tu  cavalry,  and  its  place  may  well 
be  supplied  by  inftintry . " 

Now,  it  is  in  reference  to  that  recommendation, 
and  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution,  to  which 
I  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  will  excuse  me  if  I  differ  from  him 
in  relation  to  that  re9ommendation,  for  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  has  a  higher  regard  for  him, 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  man,  than  I  have.  But  the 
idea  of  a  recommendation  to  this  Congress  to  sub- 
stitute infantry  for  mounted  troops  upon  the  fron- 
tier service,  is  so  anomalous  in  its  character,  and 
so  much  in  conflict  with  all  military  experience, 
that  it  struck  me  at  first  blush  as  the  most  re- 
markable recommendation  I  ever  heard.  The  idea 
of  using  infantry  in  preference  to  mounted  troops 
on  the  exposed  frontier,  against  Indians  maraud- 
ing to  and  fro,  committing  depredations  at  one 
point  to-day,  and  at  another  point  forty  miles  dis- 
tant to-morrow,  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  most  re- 
markable recommendation. 

But,  sir,  what  was  the  object  ofraising  this  rifle 
regiment?  1  say  to  the  House,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lane]  has  stated  it  cor 
rectly.  This  rifle  regiment  had  its  origin  in  the 
recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress.  That  rec- 
ommendation will  be  found  in  the  Congressional 
G^obe  for  the  first  Session  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Congress.  .  The  President  said: 

"  For  the  protection  of  emigrants,  while  oji  their  way  to 
Oregon,  against  the  attacks  of  the  Indian  tribes  occupying 
the  country  through  which  they  pass,  I  recommend  that  a 
suitable  number  of  stockades  and  block-house  forts  be 
erected  along  the  n.«ual  route  between  our  frontier  settle- 
ments on  Uie  Missouri  and  the  Rocky  Mountains^  and  that 
an  adequate  force  of  mounted  riflemen  be  raised  to  guard  and 
protect  them  on  their  Journey.'' 

That  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  made  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Congress,  brought  the  subject  up 
for  consideration  before  the  Committee  on  Mih- 
tary  Affairs.  It  will  be  found,  by  reference  to 
page  736  of  the  same  Congressional  Globe,  that  the 
subject  was  debated,  and  that  the  very  point  made 
by  every  individual  who  participatea  m  that  de- 
bate was,  that  these  troops  were  to  be  a  guard  for 
emigrants  going  to  Oregon.  No  member  upon  this 
floor,  who  looks  into  the  history  of  the  law  by 
which  this  mounted  regiment  was  created,  can 
come  to  any  other  conclusion — ^firsl,  from  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  President;  and  secondly,  from 
the  debate  upon  the  subject — than  that  the  regi- 
ment was  raised  for  that  service,  and  for  that  alone. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  the  Senate,  made  a  speech  on 
the  subject — which  will  be  found  in  the  Congres- 
sional Criobe — in  which  he  took  this  same  view; 
and  Mr.  Gordon  made  a  speech  in  this  House,  in 
which  he  also  took  the  same  view. 

Mr.  Gordon,  in  his  speech,  said: 

«  Now,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  it  is  necesvary 
that,  in  this  particular  service,  there  should  be  a  particular 
force — a  force  of  mounted  riflemen ;  and  that  the  ordinary 
infantry  force  of  the  country  would  not  answer  the  purpose. 
What  is  the  object  of  establishing  these  block- house  forts, 
and  stockades,  and  organizing  tiiis  force  of  mounted  rifle- 
men ?  It  is  not  only  to  protect  emigrants  on  their  way  to 
Oregon,  but  to  encourage  their  emigration  Uiither.  And 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  abandon,  not  only  the  tu$ertion 
of  our  claims,  but  our  claims  themselves,  to  Oregon,  and  to 

K resent  ourselves  in  opposition  to  the  President,  we  arc 
ound  to  carry  out  his  recommendation,  and,  as  I  think,  to 
establish  this  force  in  that  region  of  the  coun^.'* 

And  again: 

"  Now,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  emigrants  on  their 
way  to  Oregon,  and  of  encouraging  their  going  there,  I  am 
in  nvor  of  having  one  regiment  of  riflemen  mounted,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  at  the  discretion  of  tlie  President,  for  this 

K»culiar  service,  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Rocky 
ountains,  as  well  as  for  the  purpo«e  of  keeping  the  In- 
dians in  check,  and  preventing  hostilities  on  their  part  against 
our  frontier  settlers. " 

There  was  not  an  individual  who  spok«  upon 


the  subject,  in  either  end  of  the  Capitol,  who  took 
any  other  view  than  that  this  mounted  re^menl 
was  designed  for  the  protection  of  emigrants  to 
Oregon.    The  President,  or  the  Secretary  of  War 
under  his  advice  and  counsel,  has  ordered  the 
mounted  riflemen  from  the  Pacific  border, and  left 
but  few,  if  any,  troops  on  that  long  and  exposed 
Indian  frontier,  and  tnese  troops  are  not  mounted. 
This  force  are  troops  that  are  stationed  at  certain 
points  along  other  routes,  and  this  route  proposed 
to  be  protected  by  this  mounted  rifle  r^ment  is 
now  defenceless. 

Mr.  EVANS,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  ask 
the  gentleman  if  I  am  to  understand  him  to  say 
that  President  Taylor,  or  President  Fillmore,  with- 
drew that  mounted  raiment? 

Mr.  GORMAN.    Yes,  air,  I  do  say  so. 

Mr.  EVANS.  My  impression  is — and  I  was 
here  at  the  time — that  they  were  withdrawn  by 
President  Polk.  ■ 

Mr.  GK)RMAN.  Well,  the  mounted  regiment 
was  withdrawn 

Mr.  LANE,  (interrupting.)  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me  I  will  ptit  this  matter  sought.    I 

C ledge  my  word,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary* 
ind  has  got  this  thing  wrong  in  his  head.  The 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Oregon  in  16^,  and  ar- 
rived there  in  the  fall  of  that  year;  they  remained 
there  until  the  spring  of  1851,  when  they  were 
ordered  out  of  Or^ron  by  the  then  Administration. 
That  is  the  true  history  of  this  regiment.  The 
gentlemen  from  Texas  [Mr..HowARo|  fell  into  a 
great  mistake  yesterday,  when  he  said  that  the 
regiment  had  been  ordered  from  California  and  not 
Oregon.  That  regiment  never  was  in  California. 
iVlr.  EVANS.  I  did  not  say  thai  it  was. 
Mr.  LANE.  No ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Tex- 
as did. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  I  had  supposed  that  it  wai 
done  under  the  administration  of  President  Tay- 
lor, but  I  care  not  under  \rho8e  administration  it 
was  done — whether  under  t-hat  of  President  Polk, 
Taylor,  or  of  Mr.  Fillmore.  1  do  not,  upon  this 
occasion,  intend,  by  any  m^ans,  to  attack  the  ad- 
ministration either  of  President  Taylor  or  of  Mr. 
Fillmore.,  My  object  is  to  g«t  at  the  point,  whether 
the  law  originally  passed  did  not  intend  the  service 
of  the  mounted  riflemen,  for  this  Oregon  roate.  If 
so,  I  ask,  has  not  the  Gowemment,  in  ordering 
that  force  from  the  TerritorTt  gone  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  intention  of  tne  law?  That  n  the 
Point.  It  is  the  privilege,  vinder  the  law,  of  the 
resident  of  the  United  Staaes  to  order  troops  to 
whatever  positions  he  pleases;  but  the  idea  of 
taking  mounted  men  from  tike  frontier  of  Oregon-- 
a  mountainous  country,  and  that  portion  which  ia 
not  mountainous  being  a  large  part  of  it  prairie— 
the  idea  of  following  Indian  s  who  almost  invaria- 
bly travel  on  horseback,  with  infantry,  carrying 
their  muskets,  rifles,  cartomiche-boxes,  and  pro- 
visions, is  certainly  the  moat  novel  recommenda- 
tion I  ever  heard  in  my  life«  I  know  of  no  man 
in  this  country — there  is  none  in  this  broad  hnd* 
perhaps,  one  man,  and  that  is  the  gallant 


save, 


Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army — to  whoae 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  country 
and  its  frontier,  1  would  pay  more  deference  than 
to  that  of  the  gallant  Representative  of  Oregon. 
He  has  given  you  a  history  of  that  country,  and 
many  details  of  the  Indian  depredations. 

Sir,  a  few  commanders  such  as  he  is,  wotild 
soon  rid  this  country  from  Indian  depredations 
upon  that  frontier.  And  when  his  opinions  and 
recommendations  come  in  conflict  with  those  of 
the  Secretary  of  War — I  care  not  how  well  the 
Secretary  may  be  posted  up  in  the  military  affairs 
of  the  United  States — his  recommendation  would 
not  weigh  much  with  me  in  comparison  with  that 
of  the  man  whom  I  know  marks  out  his  desi«rns 
with  judgment  and  skill,  and  executes  them  with 
a  dexterity  and  promptness  not  surpassed,  if 
equaled,  by  any  other  man  who  ever  drew  a 
sword  or  stood  before  an  enemy.  I  say,  when  I 
come  to  see  the  recommendation  of  that  man,  I 
feel  that  I  am  safe  to  follow  it — a  man,  of  whoin, 
I  can  say  to  the  country  and  the  world,  that  in 
the  hour  of  peril  and  danger,  he  sees  at  a  glance 
the  weak  points  of  the  enemy  and  his  own  fo*^ce-- 
and  avails  himself  of  the  advantage  instantly.  He 
then  goes  into  the  contest  with  an  eye  that  nevw 
blinks  and  a  heart  that  never  falter*,  combined 
with  a  love  of  country  and  a  patriotism  that  has 
no  superior  in  this  broad  land;  when  I  come  to 
hear  him  recommend  that  a  regiment  ofmountta 
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rifleman  sbRll  be  •totioned  upon  that  frontier,  be- 
cause they  are  needed  there;  when  I  hear  htm  in 
behalf  of  the  woman  and  children  upon  that  fron- 
tier; when  I  hear  him  recount  the  dangers  to  the 
emigrant  and  the  difficulties  in  getting  to  that 
country; — ail  these,  in  connection  with  his  char- 
acter, not  only  as  a  military  man  and  as  a  prompt 
executioner  of  his  designu,  but  as  a  man  who 
^>eak8  with  judgment  and  reason  upon  this  ques- 
tuMi,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  opinions  and 
judgment  of  such  a  man  ought  to  be  deferred  to, 
especiaJly  after  be  has  travel^  over  that  country, 
and  tbemore  can  speak  from  personal  observa- 
tion. 

The  Question  is,  whether  the  vote  on  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution  shall  be  reconsidered.  This 
resolution,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  request  the 
President  to  order  a  portion  of  the  ride  regiment  to 
be  posted  upon  the  emigrant  route,  from  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  between  Fort  Hall  and  the  Dalles  of  the 
Columbia  river;  and  the  remaining  portion  to  be 
posted  in  the  Rouge  River  Valley. 

Now,  I  am  not  going  to  question  tlie  right  of  this 
House  to  direct  the  Presiaent  in  this  matter.  I 
am  not  goin^  to  contend  that  the  President  has  not 
the  disposition  of  the  troops.  I  take  it  that  this 
resolution  will  not  interfere  with  tlie  powers  or  the 
rights  of  the  President,  whatever  they  may  be.  I 
think  it  very  clear,  that  if  the  resolution  is  adopted, 
the  President  will  not  consider  it  in  the  light  of  an 
inacniction  or  as  an  order.  At  least,  he  ought  not 
so  to  regard  it;  and  if  he  does,  it  will  not  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  understanding  of  this  House; 
not  in  accordance  with  the  intentions  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolution.    ' 

While  1  am  upon  the  floor, I  will  say  that  I  be- 
liere  we  ought  to  raise  another  regiment.      In  the 
last  Congress  1  voted  against  raising  that  regiment, 
b«l   1  have  since  seen  the  necessity  of  iu    The 
nrenent  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  frontier  of 
Texas,  and  we  must  have  a  force  in  Texas.     We 
oniat  have  a  force  in  California  and  New  Mexico, 
sad  that  force  must  be  a  mounted  one.    I  must, 
however,  be  allowed  to  differ,  perhaps,  with  the 
raicieman  from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lave]  in  one  thing. 
That  force,  in  my  opinion,  shoula  be  a  regular 
one.     Volunteer  forces  invariably  cost  double  the 
amount,  and  are  not  any  more  efficient  than  regu- 
lar troops.    They  may  do  very>well  in  a  charge, 
or  in  an  attack,  but  I  believe  that  economy  will 
<Uctaie  that  we  should  have  regular  troops,  and 
mounted  too,  upon  the  frontiers  of  California  and 
Oregon.    They  have  been  ordered,  as  it  is  said, 
and  as  I  know,  to  Texas;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  frontier  of  Texas  needs  their  protection.  There 
is  DO  doubt  that  their  protection  is  needed  at  Eagle 
Pass,  and  iit  the  vicinity  of  Santa  F6.    Corre- 
spondence, which  I  have  lately  received  from  one 
of  the  judges  of  that  Territory,  states  that  murders 
ire  daily;  that  the  Indians  are  committing  fre- 
qoani  depredations  upon  the  property  and  persons 
of  the  emigrants  and  travelers,  and  upon  passen- 
gers from  village  to  village.    Various  communica- 
ikms,  which  I  nave  received  from  the  vicinity  of 
Baffle  Pass,  state  that  there  have  been  frequent 
and  violent  depredations  committed  in  the  district 
.    represented  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Texas, 
fMr.  HowAan.]    Thev  need  protection.     The 
Government,  however,  have  seen  fit  to  withhold 
from  the  Oregon   route  the    troops  which  were 
raised  for  the  Oreeon  service.    That  this  regiment 
was  raised  for  mat  purpose,  and  for  that  alone, 
the  petitions  presented  previous  to  the  passage  of 
the  law  raising  the  regiment,  show.    The  title  of 
the  bill  shows  the  fact,  that  it  was  raised  for  that 
purpose;  and  whether  this  order  for  their  removal 
comes  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army, 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  from  whatever 
•ource  it  comes,  I  say  that  it  was  in  opposition  to 
the  spirit  of  the  law  which  created  this  regiraenL 

But  the  objection  urged  by  gentlemen  to  this 
rtwlution  is,  that  it  is  directory  to  the  President. 
Ifow,  if  it  is  read  as  I  think  it  ought  to  be  read, 
it  if  not  directory  in  i\s  character.  *As  I  under- 
fltand  it,  it  simply  requests  the  President  to  cause 
this  thing  to  be  done.  And  if  I  am  right  in  this 
position,  the  resolution  ought  to  pass,    if  I  am 
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right  in  my  assertion  that  this  regiment  wos  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  in  Oregon,  and  it  has 
been  ordered  to  be  remov^  to  another  part  of  the 
country,  I  say  that  the  resolution  ought  to  pass. 
If  we  had  assurance,  however,  which  could  be  re- 
lied on,  that  another  regiment  could  be  raised,  I 
perhaps  should  not  insist  on  that  regiment  being 
directed  to  take  its  position  upon  the  routes  to 
Oregon.  Another  raiment,  in  ray  opinion,  ought 
to  be  raised.  This  bugbear  which  has  been  per- 
petually crying  out  against  an  increase  of  the 
Army,  has  hitherto  prevented  our  raising  another 
regiment.  But  we  know  that  the  frontier  of  Cali- 
fornia has  been  exposed  to  frequent  attacks  and 
depredations  by  the  Indians.  Our  frontiers  have, 
during  the  lost  vear,  been  left  so  much  exposed, 
that  I  may  say  hundreds  of  men  women  and  chil- 
dren-—emigrants  not  only  to  Oregon,  but  to  New 
Mexico  and  California — mail  carriers  and  officers 
of  your  Government,  have  been  robbed  and 
murdered;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts, 
there  is  a  disposition  here  to  withdraw  all  the 
troops  from  the  whole  Pacific  frontier.  How  is 
this  whole  frontier  to  be  protected  against  the  dep- 
redations of  the  Indians  since  the  withdrawal  of 
all  the  troops  from  that  frontier,  exposed  as  it  is 
for  three  thousand  miles?  Why,  the  idea  that,  in 
a  Government  like  ours,  the  secretary  of  War 
should  recommend  to  Congress  to  dispense  with 
the  cavalry  of  the  country  and  to  substitute  infan- 
try, with  a  large  and  almost  boundless  extent  of 
frontier  such  as  we  have,  is  so  anomalous  in  its 
character,  that  it  needs  only  to  be  stated  to  be 
seen. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  desire  to  make  but  a  sug- 
gestion, and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Groa- 
nan]  to  the  fact,  that  he  seems  to  be  doing  some 
injustice  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Now,  as  I  read  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  as  I  understand  his  views  ex- 
pressed in  his  report  made  to  the  President  at  tlte 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  he  entertains 
the  same  views  precisely  as  have  been  expressed 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Lane]  who  in- 
troduced the  resolution,  in  reference  to  the  service 
of  this  mounted  regiment,  and  also  the  same  views 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Gorman]  entertains.  In  fact,  he  says  the  regi- 
ment of  mounted  rifles  is  necessay  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  our  frontier,  and  keeping  our  treaty 
stipuUitions  with  Mexico.  He  insists,  that  this 
kind  of  troops  are  the  only  efficient  force  for  pre- 
venting these  Indian  incursions.  But  in  looking 
over  the  whole  field,  he  seems  to  regard  the  fron- 
tier of  Texas  as  in  more  immediate  danger  than 
either  Oregon  or  California.  If  my  friend  from 
Indiana  will  allow  me,  I  will  read  a  brief  extract 
from  the  commencement  of  that  report. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  read  first,  he  may  then  read  as  much  as  he 
pleases. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  ,1  only  desire  to  read  in  regard 
to  this  single  point. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  gentleman  will  find  that 
the^  Commander-in-Chief,  General  Scott,  and  tlie 
Secretary  of  War,  differ  upon  .this  subject. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  am  speaking  now  with  refer- 
ence to  the  harmony  of  views  entertained  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  the  gallant  and  honorable 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  and  by  the  gentleman 
who  now  occupies  the  floor  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Gorman.] 

The  Secretary  says: 

**  As  iolkntry  {•  of  but  Uttle  use  In  s  service  which  con- 
sists principally  in  parsuing  unall  parties,  who  are  alwayf 
mounted,  I  recommendf'd  in  my  last  report  the  raising  of  ao 
additional  mounted  regiment,  equipped  with  special  refcr- 
oMce  to  this  service.  CongreM  not  having  adopted  tiiit  rec- 
ommendation, all  that  remained  for  the  Department  to  do 
was  to  make  ituch  a  disposition  of  the  force  at  hisdisposol  as 
vrould  most  effectnally  protect  our  own  territory,  and  fulfill 
oar  treaty  obligations  with  Mexico.  Accordingly,  prompt 
measures  were  taken  to  concentrate  on  the  eonflnei  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  as  many  of  the  troops  adapted  to 
this  service. as  could  be  spared  from  other  quarters.'* 

Then,  again,  he  says: 

<*  The  Indiana  in  California  and  Oregoa  hsvtng  always 
been  of  an  oawailiks  chsraoisr,  and  diapttaad  to  culiivats 


the  good  will  of  the  whites,  it  was  thought  that  the  services 
of  the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  might  be  dispensed 
wah  on  the  Parirte.  It  was  iherrlbre  ordered  to  Texas. 
Drevct  Major  General  Smith,  its  commander,  was  put  in 
command  of  the  eighth  military  department,  and  Itrevet 
Major  General  Ilitdicock  was  ordered  to  succeed  him  in 
the  command  of  Uie  Pacific  division.*' 

Again,  he  says: 

"  It  would  not  be  safe,  however,  to  rely  on  any  pacific 
policy,  however  wUe  and  juKt,  for  the  protecUon  of  eur 
fellow  dthcens  in  timt  rem'tce  region.  Since  the  with- 
drawal of  the  regiment  of  mounted  rtHemeii,  the  military 
force  on  the  Pacific  is  extremely  small.  By  the  returns  of 
the  Adjutaut  General,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Gen- 
eral in  Chief,  it  appears  that  the  entire  force  suitioned  on 
the  Pacirie  amounted,  at  the  last  return,  to  only  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  six  men.  This  force  is  deemed  entirely  in- 
adequate for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly 
of  Oregon.  Tlie  Governor  of  that  Territory  has  represented 
this  fact,  and  has  urged  an  increease  of  the  force  stationed 
within  it.  The  means  now  at  the  diqiosal  of  the  Depart- 
ment do  not  euat>le  it  to  comply  with  this  demand." 

Now,  whatever  may  have  been  his  reasons  for 
sending  this  regiment  from  Oregon,  he  takes  pre- 
cisely the  same  views  of  the  matter  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  and  the  gentleman  from  Oregon. 
But  he  says  that  there  is  no  very  eminent  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  Indians  in  Oregon. 
Prom  the  habits  and  condition  of  those  Indums, 
they  are  not  warlike  in  their  character,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  have  these  mounted  riflemen  to 
pursue  these  small  parties,  to  ride  them  down,  as 
the  gentleman  says.  Or  it  is  not  as  necessary  to 
have  them  there  as  it  is  upon  the  frontier  of  Texss. 
I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the  House,  I  only  make 
this  suggestisn,  that  there  is  a  harmony  of  views 
in  reference  to  this  subject,  between  thegentleman 
from  Indiana  and  thegentleman  from  Oregon  and 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  clause  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  referred,  is  to  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  After  repeating  what  he 
had  said  to  the  hist  Congress,  he  goes  on  to  say: 

"  In  my  last  annual  report  I  recommended  the  creatioir 
of  a  new  regiment  of  mounted  men.  The  withdrawal  of 
tlie  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  from  the  Pacific  has.  to 
some  ettent,  diminisiied  the  necessity  of  creating  an  addi- 
Uonal  regiment  of  that  dcseriptiim  of  force,  as  that  country  is 
not  peculiariy  adapted  to  cavalry,  and  its  place  may  well  be 
supplied  by  infontry.  Nevertheless,  by  the  report  of  the 
General-tn  Chiitf,  it  will  be  seen  that  be  considers  not  only 
this  additional  regiment  of  cavalry,  but  aim  lui  increase  in 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  infoniry  and  artillery  as  Indispensa- 
bly necessary.  While  I  feel  some  hesitaUon  in  urging  upon 
t^ongress  any  addition  to  the  force  oo  the  frontier,  where  the 
support  of  troops  is  attended  with  such  enormous  expense, 
I  caimot  but  acknowledge  the  force  of  his  remarks  and  the 
weight  that  is  due  to  hii>  recommendation.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  matter  will  be  submitted  to  Congress.*^ 

Does  he  understand  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  which  he  alludes  ?  If 
so,  he  is  mistaken.  The  Secretary  of  War  is  re- 
capitulating what  he  has  said  before. 
Follow  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  says: 
*<  In  my  last  annual  report  f  recommended  the  creation 
of  a  new  regiment  of  mounted  men.  The  withdrawal  of 
the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  ftt>m  the  Paciflc  has.  to 
some  extent,  diminished  the  necessitv  of  creating  an  addi- 
tional regiment  of  that  description  offeree,  as  that  conntnr 
is  not  peculiarly  adapted  to  cavalry,  and  its  place  may  well 
be  supplied  by  infantry.*' 

And  he  goes  on  to  say,  and  you  will  see  that  he 
differs  from  the  Commander-in-Chief: 

**  Nevertheless,  by  the  report  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
[Gen.  Scott,]  it  will  be  seen  that  he  considers  not  only  this 
additional  regiment  of  cavalry,  but  also  an  increase  in  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  infantry  and  artillery,  as  indispensably 
necessary.** 

The  Secretary  of  War  further  says: 
"  While  I  feel  some  hesitation  in  urging  upon  Congreaa 
any  addition  to  the  force  on  the  (tontier,  where  the  support 
of  the  troops  is  attended  with  such  enormous  expense,  I 
cannot  hut  acknowledge  the  force  of  his  remarks  and  the 
welglit  ftat  is  due  to  his  recommendation.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  maUer  ¥rill  be  submitted  to  Congress.'* 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  General  Scott  wishes 
another  cavalry  regiment,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  hopes  the  matter  will  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. He  diflers  from  General  Scott,  and  says 
that  infantry  can  be  used  there,  and  that  cavalry 
is  not  fitted  for  that  service.  And  why?  He  has 
shown  that  such  are  his  opinions  by  withdrawing 
the  mounted  rifles;  and  in  doing  so,  he  has  perpe- 
trated an  act  which  I  regard  to  be  in  violauon  of 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  as  dearly  indicated  in  the 
title  of  the  law.    It  is  the  point  to  which  I  am 
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directing  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  the  with- 
drawal of  those  troops  f)rom  Oregon  is  wrong. 
The  remark  has  force  as  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon,  in  reference  to  the  settlements  in 
Texas,  that  Texas  is  better  capable  of  taking  care 
of  themseWes  than  those  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Oregon  and  California.  The  frontiers  of  Texas 
have  never  been  incapable  of  defending  themselres. 
They  need  this  force,  however,  to  avoid  the  ne- 
cessity of  defending  themselves.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Grovemment  to  defend  them.  The  people  of 
Texas  are  (juile  as  warlike-— if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression — as  the  Indians  themselves;  and 
they  make  belter  Indian  fighters  than  are  the  In- 
dians themselves.  One  Texan  regiment  can  whip 
two  or  three  Indian  regiments. .  I  heard  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Texas,  a  few  days  since, 
say  they  could  outrun  them,  whip  them,  and  fight 
them  two  to  one  at  any  time  and  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. If  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  taken  into  consideration  the  population  of 
Texas,  their  character,  their  ability,  and  willing 
disposition  to  defend  themselves,  he  would  have 
found  an  additional  reason  for  keeping  that  regi- 
ment where  the  Congress  of  the  united  States 
intended  it  to  be  kept.  I  insist  that  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  m  withdrawing  those  troops 
is  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  in  dero- 
gation of  the  intention  of  Congress;  and  it  is  a 
violation ,  too,  of  the  principles  of  humanity.  The 
cause  of  humanity  demands  that  these  troops 
should  be  kept  upon  the  route  of  the  emigrants  to 
Oregon.  You  have  thousands  and  thousands  of 
people  goiuff  over  the  plains  this  year.  Thou- 
sands passed  over  them  last  year;  and  the  papers 
of  the  whole  country  are  fuU  of  accounts  of  In- 
dian depredations,  murders,  and  robberies  of  every 
character  and  kind.  But,  sir,  in  the  face  of  all 
that,  in  the  face  of  the  preamble  of  the  law,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  intention  of  this  House,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  has  seen  proper  to  withdraw  those 
troops  from  the  point  wnere  it  was  intended  that 
they  should  be  stationed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  There  is  no  preamble  to  the 
law. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  When  I  used  the  word  pre- 
amble, I  intended  the  word  title.  I  did  not  intend 
ta  elaborate  this  matter  by  any  means.  I  wished 
only  to  speak  upon  a  point  which  struck  me  as 
being  important,  and  tiavine  investigated  that,  I 
only  intended  to  say  to  the  rlousef  that  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  recommending 
infantry  upon  the  frontier  instead  of  cavalry,  is  so 
anomalous — with  all  due  respect  to  that  highly 
honorable  gentleman,  for  whom  I  have  great  re- 
gard— that  I  could  not  refrain  from  making  the 
remarks  which  I  have  made. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  this  resolution,  because  I  did  not 
suppose,  that  after  the  discussion  on  yesterday, 
that  it  would  be  pressed  to  a  vote,  but  would  be 
materially  modified  or  utterly  withdrawn  by  its 
mover.  I  see,  however,  by  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Gor- 
man,! who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  it  is  prob- 
ably his  intention,  and  as  I  apprehend,  the  inten- 
tion of  others  also,  to  force  us  to  a  vote  upon  this 
resolution  just  as  it  is;  and  therefore  it  becomes 
necessary  to  reply  to  his  remarks,  and  to  urge  the 
reasons  why  such  a  resolution  should  not  pass  at 
all,  but  be  reconsidered  at  once,  and  then  voted 
down. 

In  the  first  place,  this  resolution  contemplates 
taking  from  the  Executive  power  of  the  country 
the  control  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  say  I  have  no  such  intention.  I  have 
no  objection  to  vote  to  so  amend  the  resolution  as 
to  preclude  the  idea  the  gentleman  seems  disposed 
to  defend. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  am  happy  to  hear  it,  but  I 
must  take  the  resolution  as  it  'stands  -until  it  is 
modified  by  the  mover.  It  does  not  propose  to  take 
it  in  legitimate  form,  but 

Mr.  LANE,  (interposing.)  I  should  like  to 
have  the  unanimous  consent  of  th^  House,  to 
amend '  the  resolution  at  this  stage — though  I  do 
not  know  as  it  is  competent  to  do  so,  upon  the 
motion  to  reconsider  tne  vote  by  which  it  was 
passed — by  inserting  the  term  requeit  in  its  proper 
place,  in  connection  with  the  other  terms  in  the 
resolution,  so  that  the  whole  resolution  shall  be 
merely  a  request,  and  not  a  command.  If  that 
emrid  be  done,  oertaialy  there  couki  be  no  objso* 


tion  to  the  resolution.     I  stated  on  yesterday  thai 
1  was  anxious  to  have  it  so  modified. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hope  that  at  the  proper  time 
the  gentleman  will  have  an  opportunity  to  amend 
the  resolution.  Lest  it  may  not  be  modified, 
however,  to  satisfy  me  hereafter,  I  must  take  the 
resolution  as  it  stands  now,  comment  upon  it  as 
I  find  it  once  passed  by  the  House,  express  my 
objections  to  it,  and,  after  that,  I  intend  to  ani- 
madvert upon  some  of  the  observations  and  princi- 
fJes  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
ndiana,  [Mr.  Gorman.] 
The  resolution,  as  it  stands,  Mr.  Chairman, 
would  take  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  is,  by  the  Constitution,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief or  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  in- 
vest the  House  of  Representatives  alone  with  that 
hi^h  authority.  We  should  have,  not  one  con- 
stitutional Commander-in-Chief,  but  two  hundred 
and  thirty-odd  Commanders-in-Chief,  all  honor- 
able members  oTthe  House,  by  no  action  of  Con- 
gress, be  it  remembered,  but  by  the  sole  action  of 
this  House,  assuming  powers  against  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  without  even  the  cooperation  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  singular  spectacle  would  be  presented 
of  the  House  alone  undertaking  the  direction  of 
the  Army,  in  defiance  of  two  of  the  coordinate 
branches  of  the  Government,  whose  legislative 
authority,  separately  and  distinctly,  is  quite  equal 
to  any  which  the  House  has  or  can  exercise  under 
the  C;onstitution  of  the  United  States.  Nay,  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Oregon 
is  not  only  thus  utterly  objectionable  in  principle, 
but,  if  possible,  yet  more  objectionable  m  its  de- 
tails,— for  he  asks  the  House  not  only  to  take 
from  the  President  the  general  dir^tion  of  the 
army,  but  to  go  into  details,  and  to  station  a  por- 
tion of  that  army  at  three  several  and  distinct 
points,  between  the  old  western  frontier  and  the 
frontier  of  Oregon,  all  of  which  he  specifically 
names  in  his  resolution.  I  am  quite  convincecl, 
then,  that  when  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Oregon  further  reflects  upon  the  tendencies  of  his 
resolution,  upon  its  hi^h  assumption  of  authority, 
upon  its  utter  impropriety,  upon  its  subversion  of 
the  great  principle  wnich  guided  our  constitutional 
fathers  in  their  careful  division  of  powers  among 
the  three  branches  of  the  Government,  and  upon 
its  utter  powerlessness,  too,  if  he  should  persist  in 
calling  upon  the  House  to  pass  it,  and  could  ob- 
tain sufiicient  votes,  he  will  not  press  the  resolu- 
tion to  a  vote,  but  will  withdraw  it,  or  suffer  it  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  True,  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  this  House  to  resolve,  that.it  will  have 
the  sole  control  of  the  sword  of  the  country,  but 
ji  is  a  resolve  against  and  in  despiteof,  theCfonsti- 
tudon,  altogether  beyond  its  legiumate  authority, 
and  a  resolve  which  it  can  never  maintain,  and 
which,  therefore,  no  member  should  ever  try  to 
pass.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  no  sole 
authority  whatsoever  over  the  Army.  Congress 
may,  in  concert  with  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  create  an  army,  and  the  hold  the 
House  has  over  it,  is  over  the  supplies,  over  the 

fmblic  purse.  The  disposition  of  the  Army,  when 
egislation  has  done  with  it,  is  altogether  in  the 
Executive,  under  the  limitation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Congress  holds  the  purse,  the  Executive 
has  the  sword.  The  powers  of  the  two  are  com* 
plete  and  distinct  in  their  respective  constitutional 
spheres,  and  this  is  the  only  case,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say,  in  which  the  House  has  ever  before 
attempted,  by  a  resolution  confined  to  its  own 
body,  not  only  to  dispose  of  the  Army,  but  to  fix 
its  stations  or  encampments  in  particuliar  spots.  I 
will  not,  however,  press  that  point  further,  be- 
cause the  gentleman  from  Or^on  [Mr.  Lane]  has 
manifested  a  proper  disposition  at  least  to  mod- 
ify the  resolution,  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Gorman]  concurs. 

The  point  I  now  propose  to  discuss  briefly,  is 
the  necessity  of  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  Anny  of  the  United  Srates,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
The  great  and  original  difificulty  lies  in  the  Army 
being  too  small  for  the  protection  of  this  now  vastly- 
extended  country,  with,  if  I  may  be  allowed  so  to 
speak,  its  inner  and  its  outer  frontiers — its  frontier 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  on  Canada,  the  Prov- 
inces, in  Mexico;  and  its  inner  frontier,  embracing 
numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  savages.  An 
Army  which  was  once,  perhaps,  sufliciently  large 
for  guarding  the  eoaaU  of  the  United  States  and 
CAAadftf  is  now  utterly  inadeqoate^for  the  proteQ- 


tinn  of  the  extended  frontiers  of  the  United  Statm, 
when  they  have  gone  beyond  the  Rocky  Moan- 
ains,  embraced  tribes  of  savages,  whose  nsmes  even 
are  yet  scarcely  known  to  us,  and  occupied  the  ex- 
tensive coasts  of^  Oregon  and  California.  We 
have  doubled  our  country,  qusdrupled  the  difficult 
and  dangerous  duties  or  the  Army,  but  yet  the 
Army  remains  as  it  was,  and  by  some  it  is  ex- 
pectM  to  be  omnipresent,  because  hitherto  it  hu 
been  omnipotent  lumost  everywhere. 

A  still  greater  difficulty,  however,  arises  from 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  during  the  last  session  of  Conmst. 
The  Executive,  through  the  Secretary  of  War, 
submitted  his  estimates  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  action  of  the  House  Vas  aach 
as  to  curtail  those  estimates  one  half.    Those  esti- 
mates were  cut  down   over  |2,000,000  by  the 
House,  and  whatever  disorder  nnd  trouble  there 
has  been  in  California,  in  Oregon,  or  in  Texas,  or 
elsewhere,  the  Executive  is  not  responsible  for  it, 
for  it  is  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  hu 
deprived  the  President  of  the  power  to  properif 
garrison  the  diflerent  sections  of  this  vast  and 
widely- extended  frontier.     It  was  impossible  for 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  todotbvjustice 
to  Oregon  or  to  California  that  the  gentleman  from 
Oregon  now  demands,  because  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives deprived  him  of  the  means,  and  eves 
in  timated  to  him ,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to garrisoD 
Oregon  and  California  at  all.    If  the  honorable 
gentlem&n  will  refer  to  the  discussion  upon  the 
Army  estimates,  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
last  year,  it  will  be  found  that  the  great  amiment 
for  tne  curtailment  of  the  estimates  from  |4,000,000 
to  1^,000,000,  was,  that  Oregon  and  California 
needed  no  soldiers;  that  the  people  there  were follf 
capable  of  protecting  themselves,  and  that  the  In- 
dians of  Oregon  and  California  were  not  of  a  war- 
like character.  The  further  argument  was,  that  the 
expense  of  maintaining  troops  there  was  so  enor- 
mous, and  so  much  beyond  thatof  supporting  them 
upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  on  the  old  westers 
frontier,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  te 
withdraw  tlie  troops  which  nad  been  stationed  in 
Oregon  and  Cahfornia,and  restore  them  to  the  fron- 
tier of  Texas,  or  transport  them  to  the  Atlantic  bor- 
ders.   Upon  these  arguments theHooseof Repre- 
sentatives justified  itself  in  curtailing  the  estimates 
of  the  Executive  from  $4 ,000,000  to  12,000,000; 
and  this  was  the  only  good  reason  gentlemen  had 
for  doing  what  they  did  altogether  in  the  dark. 
This  was  the  ailment  made  upon  diflTerent  sides 
of  the  House.     In  one  Quarter  it  was  made  by 
gentlemen  opposed   to  all  armies  whatever— by 
peace  men.     In  other  ouarters,  without  referent 
to  parties,  it  was  justined  upon  the  ground  that  it 
cost  80  much  (or  the  Quartermaster's  department 
in  Oregon  and   California,  that  the  Army  should 
not,  and  must  not  be  kept  there.    The  expenses 
of  provision,  and  of  supporting  and  maintaining 
troops  there  was  so  great,  we  were  told,  that  they 
considered  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  remove 
the  great  body  of  the  military  from  that  distant 
and  expensive  frontier  to  the  old  frontier  of  the 
country,  or,  at  least,  to  take  them  to  the  Atlantic 
coast.     The  House  acted  upon   these  plausible 
arguments,  and  the  Congressional  Qlobe  will  show 
that  the  spirit  of  that  argument  prevailed  throueifa 
all  thediscussion.  The  House  havingdone  all  this, 
and  taken  the  responsibility,  now  let  not  honor- 
able members  shirk  off  that  responsibility  upon 
the  Executive,  but  share  it;  for  he  not  only  fol- 
lowed their  advice,  but  they  compelled  him  to  fol- 
low it  by  crippling  him  of  all  power  or  means  te 
disobey  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  bestowed  a  brilliant  eulogium  upon 
the  military  services  of  the  honorable  Delegate 
from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lane,]  leaving  an  inference, 
as  it  seemed  to  me,  that  when  he  spoke  on  mili- 
tary matters,  all  others  should  obey.  I  would 
not,  if  I  could,  rob  him  of  one  of  his  well-deserved 
military  laurels.  Indeed  I  heartily  concur  in  most 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Bui 
the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  I  apprehend,  gal- 
lant as  he  is,  would  find  himself  entirely  unable  to 
do  more  than  the  Executive  or  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  done,  if  Congress  did  not  wett  him  with 
the  necessary  means  to  provide  for  carrisoning  bis 
own  Territory  and  the  State  of  Cahfomia.  Suf* 
I  am,  if  the  honorable  Delegate  from  Oregsn,  in- 
stead of  being  only  a  Delegate,  had  been  actuel 
Commander-in-Chief,  he  could  do  nothing  non 
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ihMi  baa  be«n  done,  if  Congress  had  blindly  cut 
down  his  quartermaster's  estimates  |S,006,000 
at  a  swoop.     If  there  be  any  doubt  of  this, 
lei  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  give 
vitality  to  his  eulogies,  and  bring  to  bear  the 
fM>wtf  of  his  party  to  place  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon in  the  position  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States;  ana  if  he  is  placed  in  that  condition,  I 
renture  to  say,  without  the  power  of  the  purse, 
vitiiom  supplies  on  the  part  of  this  House,  he 
could  do  oo  more  tlian  the  present  Executive  has 
done  for  the  protection  of  Oregon  and  California. 
There  is  another  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  on  which  I  wish  to  have  a  word  or 
two,  and  that  is,  this  rifle  regiment  was  created 
for  the  especial  benefit  of  Oregon.     I  have  no 
doubt  in  the  early  intention  of  the  creation  of  that 
regiment  it  ^as  designed  for  Oregon,  or  the  fron- 
tier of  Oregon,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  any 
reg;imejit  of  this  country,  any'portion  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  however  it  may  have  been 
dedicated  in  its  original  creation,  belong  to  Ore- 
gon, or  California,  or  Texas,  or  to  Maine,  Loui- 
siaoa,  or  JE^nnsylvania,  or  to  any  people  but  the 
people  of  the  United  States.     It  is  a  new  doctrine, 
now  for  the  first  tinte  introduced  here,  that  a  regi- 
ment created  at  the  start  for  a  particular  purpose, 
especially  when,  as  in  this  case,  the  House  de- 
prived the  Executive  of  the  power  to  carry  out 
the  ori£iBal  purpose,  that  such  regiment  is  dedi- 
cated torever  to  a  particular  Territory  or  State, 
and  cannot  be  taken  wheresoever  and  whither- 
soever it  may  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
take  it.    The  Army  belongs  to  the  whole  United 
States,  and  wherever  its  services  are  most  wanted, 
h  must  be  stationed,  and  of  all  that  the  Executive 
power  is  the  proper  judge. 

Now,  in  the  great  body  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon,  which  go  to  show  the 
necessity  of  protecting  Oregon  and  California, 
and  the  emigmnts  on  their  way  there,  I  heartily 
concur.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  his  military 
experience,  and  am  willins  to  be  guided  by  it, 
whenever  he  will  provide  me  men,  money,  and 
means.  Oregon  must  be  defended.  The  route 
from  Miasouri  or  Iowa  roust  be  made  free,  easy, 
and  safe.  Nobody  will  go  further  with  him  than 
I  will  on  all  these  points.  But  he  has  not  taken 
die  w^ise  and  proper  steps  to  carry  out  the  purpose 
af  hia  remarks.  He  should  go  before  the  Military 
Committee  of  this  House;  he  should  lay  his  com- 

Elaints  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
e  ahould  then  address  the  House,  and  enforce 
upon  them  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  Army 
and  increasing  its  expenditures,  to  maintain  the 
Army  at  the  costly  points  where  he  desires  to  sta- 
taon  It.  He  shotila  enforce  upon  Congress  the 
necessity  of  providing  better  for  the  transportation 
•f  the  subsistence  for  the  troops.  After  he  has 
oonrinced  the  committees  of  the  House,  he  should 
then  come  before  the  Hou»e  with  his  arguments 
that  he  submitted  yesterday  upon  the  passage  of 
this  resolution,  and  if  the  House  respected  them 
as  I  do,  he  could  then  at  that  more  appropriate 
time  carry  all  before  him.  Hercules  in  the  White 
House  cannot  help  him.  The  only  useful  Hercu- 
les is  in  these  members  here. 

I  forbear,  Mr.  Speaker,  now  from  any  farther 
remarks  upon  the  original  resolution — not  be- 
cause I  do  not  object  to  it  in  any  and  every  form, 
except  as  it  is  to  go  to  a  committee,  or  is  limited 
to  an  inquiry.  1  object  to  it  for  the  reasons  I  have 
stated,  but  whenever  the  gentleman  will  give  it 
the  proper  form  and  proper  direction — the  legiti- 
mate and  usual  direction — he  shall  have  my 
hearty  concurrence  in  bringing  about  all  he  de- 
sires. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  do  not  propose  to  trouble 
the  House  for  the  few  minutes  1  shall  occupy 
their  time,  with  a  discussion  of  the  propriety  of 
tmnsferring  a  resiment  of  mounted  riflemen  from 
one  frontier  of  the  Republic  to  another.  I  take  it 
for  granted,  that  so  tar  as  that  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice is  concerned,  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
can  be  better  enlightened  upon  the  subject  than  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  resolution.  His  position 
-to  the  western  territories,  his  military  experience 
in  connection  with  the  service,  constitute,  for  all 
purposes,  in  my  judgment,  the  law  of  my  conclu- 
aten  upon  that  subject.  1  propose  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  protest  simply  ai^ainst  the  extraor- 
dinary doctrine  promulged  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  on  yes- 
today*  and  rei&ehoed  by  the  honorable  member 


firom  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  to-day.  It  was 
but  a  few  days  since  that  this  House  had  under 
consideration  the  Mexican  indemnity  bill.  If  I 
recollect  right,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia then  rose  in  his  place  and  solemnly  protested 
a^inst  the  interference  of  this  body  in  tne  dispo- 
sition of  the  money  that  it  should  appropriate  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt  under  thai^treaty,  and 
assumed  then,  that  the  expenditure  was  the  sub- 
ject solely  of  Executive  discretion.  The  same 
gentlemai^,  upon  this  bill,  pursuing  the  same  tine 
of  argument,  assumes,  and  gravely  urges,  that  the 
disposition  of  the  Army  is  the  subject  solely  of 
Executive  direction  and  discretion.  Now,  I  con- 
ceive, if  this  Executive  tendency  of  thought,  Ex- 
ecutive tendency  of  action,  in  tnis  body,  shall  be 
continued  to  be  pursued  until  we  are  subsidized  to 
the  thought  and  action,  there  will  be  nothing  left 
but  an  Executive.  The  proposition,  in  connection 
with  the  money,  puts  the  purse  into  his  hands. 
The  proposition  in  connection  with  the  sword 
here,  puts  the  sword  into  his  hands:  and  with  the 
Treasury  and  the  Sword  united  in  the  Executive, 
you  have  an  end  of  the  independence  of  this  body. 
This  is  what  I  understood  to  be  a  chapter  in  Fed- 
eralism when  I  was  learning  tlie  ABC  of  politics, 
without  claiming  to  have  got  out  of  them  yet. 
These  are  two  of  the  cheif  attributes  of  monarchy. 
And  you  carry  out  the  doctrine  that  the  President 
has  tne  sole  power  of  disposing  of  the  defensive 
force  of  this  Union,  and  that  he  has  the  power  of 
appropriating,  under  his  discretion,  the  money  as 
accoraed  by  this  body,  and  there  is  an  end  of  your 
legislative  power.  1  deny  that  the  Executive  has 
any  right  to  transfer  a  r^ment  created  for  the 
defence  of  any' given  frontier  of  this  Republic  to 
another  frontier.  I  deny  that  he. has  any  right 
under  the  Constitution  to  withdraw  it  from  the 
service  indicated  in  its  creation.  It  is  true,  he 
is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  The  Con- 
stitution says  so.  What  does  it  mean?  It 
means  that  he  is  the  drill  officer  of  your  forces. 
It  means  upon  the  field  of  battle  as  the  war-ma- 
king power — as  the  defensive  power  of  the  Union. 
It  means  that  when  you  have  created  a  military 
force,  it  is  at  his  disposition;  that  he  has  the  right 
to  mount  the  cockade  and  command  it;  and  that 
is  all  it  means.  But  the  moment  you  give  to  him 
the  power  of  stripping  one  frontier  of  its  defens- 
ive force  and  transferring  it  to  another,  you  ai^- 
sign  to  the  Executive  tne  legislative  protecting 

f)ower  of  this  body.  You  eflectually  subject  the 
e^islative  sovereignty  of  the  country  to  the  Exec- 
utive sovereignty.  Why,  if  he  may,  under  his 
sole  discretion,  withdraw  forces  specifically  di- 
rected by  law  to  be  employed  upon  an  un- 
guarded frontier  of  the  Republic,  you  throw  the 
whole  safety  of  the  empire  into  a  single  man's 
hands;  you  repose  the  entire  safety  of  the  Repub- 
lic in  a  single  man's  judgment;  and  when  you 
superadd  the  other  doctrine,  that  he  has  a  right  to 
manage  the  funds  of  the  country  as  he  sees  fit, 
independent  of  the  action  of  this  body,  you  put 
into  his  hands  the  means  of  executing  that  pur- 
pose. Now,  sir,  I  deny  both  propositions.  I 
deny  that  we  have  not  the  power  to  determine  that 
we  will  make  a  defence  subject  to  law.  When 
we  make  that  defence,  when  we  raise  the  force  for 
it,  I  deny  any  higher  or  further  power  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive than  the  power  of  commanding  the  force 
at  the  place  where,  and  the  time  when,  you  order 
him  in  the  law.  With  the  detailed  disposition  of 
the  Army  he  does  hold  the  sovereign  command, 
but  that  disposition  roust  be  subordinate  to  and 
revolved  within  the  legislative  purpose  declared  in 
creating  the  force,  and  disposing  the  point  of  de- 
fence. I  have  never  before  heard  such  an  alarm- 
ing doctrine  proclaimed  here  as  the  doctrine  that 
has  just  been  promulged.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  says  in  his  argument 
that  Congress  is  to  blame  for  transferring  the  regi- 
ment from  Oregon  to  Texas.  Did  Congress  do 
it  ?  No !  It  appears  the  Executive  has  done  it. 
They  did  not  give  the  order  to  march.  They  did 
not  divert  this  portion  of  the  Army  from  that 
point.  But  the  President  rests  the  necessity  for 
doing  it  in  the  defenceless  condition  of  Texas. 
Now,  the  honorable  Delegate  from  Oregon,  [Mr. 
Lane,]  to  whose  opinion  I  yield  my  own  judg- 
ment in  reference  to  that  matter,  with  whatever 
rights  I  have  upon  the  subject,  assumes  that  your 
standing  Army  is  large  enough.  It  is  large 
enough  for  action  under  the  explanation  of  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon.    It  it  large  enough,  God 


knows,  in  the  item  of  expenditure.  But  again: 
he  says  it  is  the  fault  of  Congnrss  in  attempting 
to  retrench  it.  We  did  not  attempt  to  retrench  it; 
hut  one  sentiment  entered  into  the  reduction  of  the 
Cluartermaster's  department,  to  which  the  gentle- 
man alludes,  in  the  last  Congress.  The  reason 
why  $2,000,000  was  taken  out  of  the  Cluarter- 
master's  appropriation  for  the  Army,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  will  well  recollect,  was, 
that  for  some  mysterious,  unprecedented  reason,  it 
was  ascertained  that  that  Department  had  swelled 
up  itsappropriation  from  $1,500,000  to  ||f5,000,000. 
That  was  the  reason.  It  was  ascertained  Airther- 
more,  in  following  the  detail  of  that  Department, 
that  the  moneys  apj^ropriated  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment were  passed  through  one  contractor  to 
another,  to  another  and  another  and  another,  and 
each  one  levying  upon  this  appropriation  the  im- 
post of  a  hignwayman. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
by  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickiks,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary.] 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Will  the  ^ntleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cartter]  permit  me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I  am 
quite  sure  whenever  he  makes  a  change,  he  will 
bring  it  to  a  point  and  make  it  specific.  He  has 
made  an  allegation  against  the  duartermaster's 
department  which  involves  a  high  officer  of  the 
Gtjvemment  of  his  own  party.  1  am  very  desir- 
ous he  should  make  his  charge  specific,  so  that 
we  may  know  who  are  these  contractora  and  what 
are  their  names. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  will  make  it  specific;  I  do 
not  care  who  it  involves,  whether  my  own  party 
or  the  gentleman's  party.  God  knows  the  gen- 
tleman's party  has  sins  enough  in  this  line  to  an- 
swer for,  when  they  had  to  Tiring  forward  their 
leader  here,  with  $50,000,000  of  appropriations,  to 
accuse  Congress  of  having  crippleo  the  service  by 
not  giving  more;  when  it  is  necessary,  after  an  ap- 
propriation of  $50,000,000  in  the  last  Congress, 
that  you  should  load  down  the  commencement  of 
this  Congress  with  deficiency  bills  amounting  to 
$5,000,000  or  $6,000,000,  and  then  get  op  in  the 
sixth  and  seventh  week  of  the  session  and  com- 
plain that  this  modest  Administration — this  eco- 
nomic Administration — this  honest  Administra- 
tion— this  sound  Administration — ^this  cheap  gov- 
ernment Administration — this  retrenchment  Ad- 
ministration— this  reform  Administration,  [laugh- 
ter,] cannot  go  on  successfully  with  the  operations 
of  this  Government  without  you  slop  the  ordinary 
business  of  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  shovel- 
ing into  their  insatiate  maw  millions  more.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  say  I  care  not  who  it  strikes;  I  care  not 
whether  it  strikes  political  friend  ot  foe.  It  is  re- 
corded upon  the  pages  of  that  Department,  that  it 
has  become  the  mere  tool  in  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors, for  the  purpose  of  wasting  the  public  reve- 
nues. The  enormity  of  the  appropriation  was  $o 
great,  made  apparently  so  great  at  the  last  Con- 
gress, that  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  with  no 
armies  for  aggressive  war,  and  no  necessity  for 
armies  for  an  aggressive  war — when  the  whole 
world  were  extending  their  hands  to  shake  the 
hand  of  peace  with  us,  and  when  our  neighbors 
upon  this  continent  were  holding  their  hands  to 
God  to  protect  themselves  against  us; — at  this  time 
of  profound  security  and  unbroken  peace,  the  re- 
sources of  the  Ctuartermaster's  department  should 
run  up  to  $5,000 »000,  is  a  thing  unheard-of  in  the 
history  of  expenditure.  Now,  if  there  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat m  that  crowd,  I  am  not  a  cousin  of  his.  I 
want  that  distinctly  understood;  and  the  gentleman 
may  take  him  into  a  party  that  will  sympathize 
with  him  just  as  quick  as  he  pleases. 

I  rose  simply  to  protest  against  the  repudiated 
doctrine,  that  the  Executive  Department  has  a 
control  of  your  money,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to 
a  discretionary  control  of  the  sword.  I  have  an- 
swered that  purpose  briefly,  and  have  nothing 

more  to  say. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  It  was  not 
my  intention  to  mingle  in  the  debate  upon  ihin 
resolution.  I  had  no  desire  to  say  a  word  in  the 
discussion;  but  such  frequent  allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  vote  of  the  last  Congress,  which  cut 
down  the  appropriations  for  the  Cluartermaater  • 
department  of  the  Array  below  the  estimates  sub, 
mitted  by  that  bureau,  and  such  direct  reference 
to  those  who  voted  that  reduction,  as  the  pe«on« 
on  whose  heads  should  rest  all  the  reeponsibihty 
for  whatever  difficulties  have  occurred  upon  the 
frontiera,  that  I  cannot  refraMi  frtm  »«  dedar^i 
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tton  that  I  am  one  who  so  voted — who  strack  firom 
those  eetimates,  at  a  sinsle  sweep  of  the  pen,  two 
millions  of  dollars — and  1  stand  here  now  ready  to 
vindicate  the  propriety  of  my  course  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Sir,  I  can  readily  understand  how  the  difficulties 
and  expenses  of  army  transportation' increased 
with  the  extension  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Republic; 
but  I  cannot  understand,  1  never  have  understood 
why  the  estimates  of  the  duartermaster  General 
should  ^  on  inertating  from  year  to  year  in  an 
arithmetical  profession,  sinee  the  frontiers  have 
been  so  extended.  Oar  number  of  troops  remain 
the  same  from  year  to  year;  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral has  the  same  rations  to  furnish;  the  Adjutant 
General  the  same  personnel  to  Vield ;  th»^  geograph- 
ical area  over  wnich  the  Army  operates  is  the 
same.  Yet,  year  by  year,  the  estimates  ybrlrana- 
portatum  swell,  until  this  item  alone  has  risen  to 
between  |5,000.000  and  $6,000,000.  Sir,  this 
item  of  **trangporttUum'*  in  the  duartermaster  Gen- 
eral's  estimates,  attracted ,  very  naturally ,  the  atten- 
tion of  such  members  of  this  House  as  desired  to 
keep  the  Army  expenditures  within  due  bounds. 
I  know  that,  thouj^h  we  struck  down  those 
estimates  last  session  |2,000,000,  we  are  yet 
to  have  a  contest  over  the  items.  They  are  to 
be  brought  forward  again  in  a  ^'deficiency  bill,'* 
and  the  estimates  of  the  Executive  bureaus  are  to 
be  enforced  through  that  instrumentality,  if  Con- 
gress wiil  tubmit  to  it.  Sir,  the  Executive  depart- 
ment— the  E^Unatmg  departtnent  of  this  Goven- 
ment — is  not  an  unresisting  subject  under  the  knife 
of  the  economist.  It  will  require  all  the  nerve  of 
the  boldest  legislator  to  teach  gentlemen  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue,  that  when  Congress  reduces  the 
estimates  they  are  to  learn  to  keep  the  expendi- 
tures within  the  sum  allowed  to  them.  It  has  so 
frequently  been  the  case  that  the  Executive  bureaus 
have  successfully  disregarded  the  expressed  will  of 
Congress,  that  I  am  prepared  to  see  a  deficiency 
bill  enter  this  Hall,  restoring  the  estimates  refused 
last  March  by  Congress,  and  accompanied  by  the 
declaration  that  the  appropriation  allowed  for  the 
whole  year  has  been  expenaed  in  theyirsf  sir  months. 
If  I  remember  aright,  such  a  result  was' predicted 
when  Congress  refused  the  estimates  to  tne  duar- 
termaster General.  It  was  replied  to  that  predic- 
tion, that  the  representatives  of  the  people  would 
teach  the  lesson  of  obedience  to  their  will  by  ma- 
king an  example  of  the  officer  who  should  dare  to 
disobey  the  will  of  Congress,  when  clearly  and 
unequivocally  expressed.  The  report  of  the  **de- 
ficiency  bill,  ^'covering  the  same  estimes  so  refused, 
will  bring  Congress  to  the  test  proposed.  We  shall 
see  in  a  few  days  whether  this  body  has  sunk  to 
the  level  of  a  mere  office  in  which  to  register  Exec- 
utive edicts — whether  the  subalterns  of  the  Army  in 
possession  of  bureaus  are  superior  to  the  Congress. 
If  I  can  obtain  the  floor  on  the  hearing  of  this  **  de- 
ficiency bill,"  by  which  this  deficit  of  two  millions 
is  proposed  to  be  restored  to  the  duartermaster 
General's  bureau  of  the  War  Department,  I  shall 
avail  myself  of  that  occasion  to  review  tlie  vote  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  as  well  to  vindicate 
its  correctness,  when  cast,  as  to  show  conclusively 
the  high  obligation  which  rests  upon  Congress  to 
adhere  to  it,  *'at  every  hazard  and  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity." 

I  have  not  looked  at  the  history  of  that  debate 
as  it  is  reported,  but  I  remember  that  the  estimates 
furnishing  rations  to  the  troops  were  made  upon 
the  basis,  that  the  transportalionof  a.  barrel  of  pork 
to  some  of  our  posts  in  New  Mexico  was  to  cost 
some  |50 !  We  saw  in  those  estimates,  that  the 
article  of  irood,  for  fuel,  in  New  Mej;ico  was  to  cost 
some  |12  or  $14  per  cord.  To  justify  this,  it  was  | 
said  the  wood  had  to  be  packed  some  thirty  or  thir- 
ty-five miles.  Why  was  this  ?  Because  the  troops 
were  stationed  in  the  towns  and  not  in  the  Indian 
country.  We  thought  it  would  be  better  to  move 
the  soldiers  to  the  wood,  than  to  brin»  the  wood 
to  the  soldiers,  at  the  price  estimated  for.  Think 
of  it,  sir:  a  barrel  of  pickled  pork  sent  from  the 
city  of  New  York  to  Santa  F€,  at  a  cost  of  $50 
for  the  mere  transportation ! !  We  know  enough 
of  the  character  or  New  Mexico  and  California  to 
be  apprised  of  the  fact,  that  in  those  countries, 
beef  cattle  and  sheep  were  pastured,  and  that  the 
inhabitants  subsisted  upon  this  kind  of  meat.  We 
know  that,  by  existing  law,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  could  substitute  one  ingredient  for 
another  in  the  ration  of  the  soldier,  in  order,  by 
such  change,  to  adapt  the  nUion  to  the  capacities 


of  whatever  cotmtry  the  soldier  might  be  called  to 
serve  in.  We  thought  that  our  soldiers  in  New 
Mexico  and  California  might  subsist  on  beef  or 
mutton,  smoked,  dried, salted,  or  fresh,  as  well  as 
upon  pork,  and  that  it  was  not  indispensable  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  mihtary  establishment, 
that  the  contracts  for  army  supplies  should  be  made  in 
the  cities  of  the  AtUntie,  Sir,  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
making  contracts  in  New  York  and  Boston,  which 
should  be  made  in  the  West,  Some  of  us  diought 
that,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  transportation  of 
pork  at  $50  per  barrel  from  New  York  or  Boston, 
through  tlie  west,  and  thence  over  the  plains  to 
New  Mexico,  we  would  leave  the  President  to 
the  judicious  exercise  of  that  power,  with  which 
he  was  already  invested,  and  whereby,  by  a  mere 
chanee  of  the  soldiers'  meat  ration,  he  could  sub- 
sist the  force  upon  the  productions  of  the  country 
in  which  the  army  should  be  stationed,  and  so 
dispense  with  such  extravagant  transportation* 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  make  an  assault  upon 
the  admmistraiion  of  the  War  Department,  out 
when  my  votes  are  made  the  subject  of  comment 
here,  or  elsewhere,  I  shall  and  will  vindicate  their 
propriety.  They  are  cast  always  according  to  my 
judgment  of  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  with- 
out reference  to  the  demands  of  party.  They  may 
be  wron^,  but  I  can  always  communicate  the  rea- 
sons which  operated  upon  me  to  give  them.  It 
was  unnecessary  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  those 
who  voted  with  me  upon  the  occasion  referred  to, 
und  for  one,  I  do  not  mean  to  permit  any  text  to 
be  taken  in  this  way,  without  accompanying  it 
with  a  proper  commentary.  Let  me  say,  that  the 
idea  is  preposterous,  that  the  difficulties  upon  the 
frontiers,  or  in  the  administration  of  the  War  De- 
partment, have  arisen  from  the  vote  referred  to. 
The  estimates  upon  which  that  vote  was  given 
were  made  for  tne  year  ending  30th  June,  1852. 
Six  months  of  that  fiscal  year  have  not  yet  expired. 
The  allowance  for  the  whole  year  has  surely  been 
sufficient  for  the  first  six  months.  It  cannot  be, 
then,  that  frontier  difficulties  which  transpired  six 
months  ago,  were  caused  by  a  supposed  deficit 
which  wul  appear  six  montlis  hence!  Look  to 
the  duartermaster 's  estimates  for  the  present  year, 
and  to  his  expenditures  for  the  first  six  mouths. 
Let  us  see  the  details,  and  place  your  finger  upon 
the  retrenchment  that  has  occurred,  out  of  which 
tjie  difficulties  on  the  frontier  have  originated,  or 
to  which,  in  any  degree,  they  can  be  traced.  I 
dare  to  say,  no  man  here  can  specify  such  item. 
I  dare  to  say,  that  the  examination  will  prove  that 
the  expenditures  have  been  made  according  to  the 
estimates,  and  that  the  calculation  has  been  in- 
dulged to  cover  the  deficit  of  the  next  six  months 
by  a  new  appropriation.  If  this  shall  appear, 
with  what  propriety  can  the  fault  or  the  responsi- 
bility be  attributed  to  Congress  ?  No,  sir;  we  have 
enough  sins  to  answer  for,  witliout  charging  those 
upon  us  of  which  we  are  innocent.  I  do  not  enter 
upon  the  averment  that  any  fault  has  been  com- 
mitted— that  the  difficulties  upon  the  frontiers 
could  have  been  avoided;  but  if  there  is  any  fault 
it  originates  from  the  manner  in  which  the  troops 
have  oeen  posted,  not  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  supplied,  when  posted. 

The  troops  of  the  Army  are  posted  by  the  Com- 
manding General  of  the  Army.  The  duties  of  the 
duartermaster  General,  Adjutant  General,  Com- 
missary General,  are  merely  ministerial,  and  are  all 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Commanding  General. 
The  republic  is  divided  into  so  many  military  de- 
peu*tments,  and  these  are  subdivided  into  so  many 
military  divisions,  which  are  made  up  of  brigades, 
regiments,  and  companies.  £lach  has  its  peculiar 
chief,  but  the  arrangement  and  order  of  the  whole 
belong  to  the  Commanding  General .  At  the  end  of 
the  quarter  the  Adjutant  General  exhibits  to  his 
Chief  the  returns  of  the  Army.  He  shows,  in  a  con- 
solidated return,  the  whole  personnel  of  the  Army, 
the  strength  of  each  department,  and  you  may  run 
back  in  these  returns  and  find  the  strength  of  each 
division,  brigade,  regiment  or  company,  and  final- 
ly, the  exact  whereabouts  of  each  man.  You  can 
see  whether  an  individual  has  been  absent  or  pres- 
ent, «ick  or  well,  on  duty  or  off  duty — in  fine, 
how  he  has  been,  where  he  has  been,  and  what 
he  has  been  doing.  The  system  descends  to  the 
utmost  minutias,  and  yet  exhibits  the  condition  of 
the  Army  in  the  most  comprehensive  form.  With 
his  maps  of  the  country  before  him,  the  Command- 
ing general  arranges  the  manner  in  which  the  lines 
are  to  be  occupied*  determines  what  poata  are  to  be 
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defended,  how  they  are  to  be  situated, and  witk 
what  force  they  are  to  be  garrisoned,  where  the  in- 
fantry is  to  be  U8ed,'and  where  the  drsgooni  and 
rifles  are  to  be  sent.  These  great  pomts  being  deter- 
mined by  him,  the  ordera  pass  to  the  military  dt- 
partments,  and  from  these  to  the  divisions,  thence 
to  brigades,  thence  to  the  regimenu,  and  so  dowrn 
to  the  companies.    Every  man  hears  the  command 
from  Washington.    Here  is  the  responsibility  for 
the  plan,  that  for  the  execution  may  restdiewti^. 
The  distribution  of  the  troops  being  fixed,  the 
Commissary  Greneral  has  the  simple  duty  of  pro* 
curing  the  rations— certain  suppUes  fixed  by  law 
as  to  quantity  and  kind,  ana  only  liable  to  be 
changed  by  an  order  of  the  President.    These  are 
to  be  transported  by  the  order  and  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  duartermaster  General,  who,  be- 
sides, has  the  furnishing  and  transportation  of 
other  things  required  by  service,  as  arms,  horses, 
&c.,  &c.    These  details  prove  that  the  doarter* 
master  General  is  not  censurable  if  the  sappliet  are 
costly  in  any  particular  locality,  and  1  should  not 
think  less  of  the  duartermaster  General  if  it  cost 
$100  per  barrel  to  carry  the  pork  ration  to  a  mili- 
tary post.    I  know  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter  further  than  to  nnake  an  honest  contract  to 
have  the  article  transported.    The  respootibtlity 
is  all  upon  the  officer  who  determines  tne  locality 
of  the  post — the  line  to  be  occupied  and  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  the  character  of  the  force  to  be  en- 
ployed. 

When  Congress  refused  the  transportatran  ac- 
count of  the  duartermaster  General,  at  the  last 
session,  and  reduced  the  estimates  f2,000,000, the 
essence  of  that  vote  was  to  disapprove  of  the  lines 
occupied  and  to  suggest,  in  a  legitimate  manner,  a 
new  disposition  and  arrangement  of  the  military 
establishment  on  the  frontiera.  It  suggnted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  propriety  of 
exercising  his  power  to  change  the  rations  of  the 
soldier,  so  as  to  subsist  him  u-om  the  productions 
of  the  country  occupied,  as  far  as  possible.  It 
suggested  to  the  commander  to  take  bis  force  into 
the  country  instead  of  keeping  them  in  the  setde- 
ments — to  take  them  to  the  ufwtd,  and  not  to  bring 
the  wood  to  them.  I  have  cause  to  believe  that  a 
change,  and  a  beneficial  change,  has  occurred  m 
the  disposition  of  the  troops,  whether  in  conse- 
quence of  that  vote  or  not,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
say.  The  idea  of  occupying  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande  under  the  pretence  of  enforcing  the  treaty 
of  Hidalgo,  is  a  farce.  I  once  before  remarkeo, 
that  you  had  not  enough  men  on  it  to  post  a  relief 
of  sentinels  of  one  to  every  three  miles.  But  more 
of  this  hereaAer.  I  arose  for  the  sole  purpose  c£ 
avowing  my  readiness  to  vindicate  the  correctness 
of  my  vote  at  the  last  session,  and  to  defend  myself 
agaiust  implied  censure.  1  desire  gentlemen  to 
underetand  that  I,  as  one  of  the  majority  who  re- 
duced the  estimates  of  General  Jesup,  acted  from 
a  sense  of  my  duty  to  the  country — that  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  vindicate  the  correctness  of  the 
position  then  assumed,  and  that  if* the  remarks 
made  here  are  aoant  cmuiers  of  a  d^cieney  hiU  if- 
signed  to  hring  Congress  back  to  the  path  if  hmnMk 
diclolion,  I  shall  be  ouite  ready,  as  a  member,  to 
express  my  views  or  the  new  duties  we  shall  owe 
to  ouraelves,  our  dignity,  and  our  country,  upon 
the  happening  of  that  event. 

Witn  regard  to  the  particular  I'esolution  under 
consideration,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  before  1 
resume  my  seat.    1  cannot  support  the  resolution 
^-not  that  I  deny-  the  power  of  Congress  to  indi- 
cate hy  legislation  where  military  posts  shall  be 
established,  and,  if  the  Congress  chooses,  how  the 
military  operations  shall  be  conducted.  I  distinctly 
concede,  as  I  maintain,  the  existence  of  this  power. 
The  Executive  is  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  so 
long  as  the  Army  is  maintained  he  has  the  right 
to  command  it;  but  the  Congress  has  the  right  to 
say  where  it  shall  be  employed  when  Congress 
thinks  proper  to  exert  such  power.    But,  the  ques- 
tion here  is  not  one  of  power:  it  is  one  of  expedi- 
ency.   The  honorable  Delegate  from  Oreeon  [Mr. 
Lane]  will  find  by  reference  to  the  debates  of 
the  Thirty-firet  Congress,  that  his  predecessor  in- 
dicated upon  this  floor,  that  the  mounted  rifle  corps 
was  not  wanted  in  Oregon,  and  that  the  people  of 
that  country  were  entirely  competent  to  their  own 
defence.    I  think  he  made  the  same  assertione  to 
many  in  our  private  conversations  with  him.  Now, 
conceding  the  claim  of  the  honoriaUe  Delegate  to 
the  service  of  the  mounted  rifles  in  Oregon,  surely 
the  aama  practioft  which  the  Fttlk  admiuitnii^ 
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ponued,  to  wit:  that  of  Mnding;  that  re^ment 

where  the  emei^netes  of  the  service  required  it, 

would  be  equally  proper  under  this  Admlniatration. 

That  regiment  was  sent  first  to  Mexico.    When 

that  war  concluded,  a  portion  of  it  was  sent  to 

Oregon.    The  former  Delegate  from  Oregon  said 

those  troops  were  not  needed  in  Oregon.    Texas 

required  troops  to  guard  her  frontier  against  Indian 

marauding  parties  and  hostile  bands.    I  suppose 

k  wma  to  meet  this  emergency,  and  because  of  Mr. 

Thurston's  representations,  that  the  rifle  re^ment 

Warn  withdrawn  from  Oregon  and  sent  to  the  Texas 

frontier. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky will  permit,  I  will  say  that,  according  to  my 
reooUectioo,  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  to  the  last 
Cong^ress  said,  in  substance,  that  they  did  not  want 
troops  in  the  mciwd  tettUmenU,  but  they  did  desire 
them  on  the  routes  from  the  States  to  Oregon.  I 
think  there  is  a  distinction.  1  do  not  understand 
the  present  Delegate  from  Oregon  as  requiring 
troops  in  the  settlements  of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  not  referred  to  the 
debates  of  that  session,  and  shall  not  be  particular 
as  to  the  exad  statement  of  the  former  Delegate 
from  Oregon;  but,  I  have  conversed  with  members 
of  the  last  Congress  as  to  the  statement  then  made, 
and  their  recollection  as  to  its  purport  and  sub- 
ataoce,  concurs  with  mine.  The  impression  pro- 
duced upon  our  minds  was,  that,  from  somecause, 
the  troops  then  in  Oregon  were  not  required  there. 
And  I  sugg^est  that,  in  the  action  of  the  former 
Delegate  will  be  found  the  reason  of  their  with-. 
drawal  by  the  Commanding  General.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  are  we  prepared,  with  the  limited  in- 
formation we  now  possess— without  any  com- 
munication with  the  War  Department — without 
knowledge  of  the  present  employment  of  the  rifle 
recinaent  or  of  the  necessities  of  the  frontier  to 
which  that  corps  has  been  ordered — under  all  the 
eircufnstances,  are  we  prepared,  absolutely  to 
order  the  Secretary  of  War  to  recall*  these  troops 
from  their  present  position,  and  to  post  them  as 
indicated  by  this  resolution?  I  take  it,  that  it  is 
rery  tmunuU  for  the  House  of  Representatires  to 
say  that  particular  corps  of  the  Arm}r  shall  be 
posted  in  this  position  or  in  that  position.  But, 
eren  admitting  that  we  might  so  direct,  I  am  not 
ready  to  vote  that  resolution.  It  not  only  propo- 
ses to  order  the  regiment  to  Oregon,  but  to  post  it 
in  various  detachments,  in  particular  sections  of 
that  country,  after  it  shall  have  arrived  there.  We 
are  asked,  not  only  to  direct  the  Commanding  Gren- 
srml,  but  to  order  the  Oeneral  of  Division  and  the 
head  of  the  regiment.  I  am  not  sufficiently  in- 
ftMrmed  as  to  the  urgent  necessity  for  this  procedure 
to  vote  for  it. 

I  do  not  know  the  exact  condition  of  the  locali- 
ties and  of  the  settlements  in  Oregon  sufficiently 
well  to  undertake  this  absolute  and  |>eremptory 
order.  While  I  nuiy  have  confidence  in  the  mili- 
tarv  sagacity  of  the  Delegate  from  Or^on,  I  yet 
feel  that  something  of  etiquette  is  due  to  ue  person 
who  conducts  the  military  affairs  of  the  country, 
and  that  we  ought  not,  upon  the  sole  representa- 
tions of  the  honorable  Dele^te  as  to  Ais  views  of 
the  necessities  of  Oregont  to  instruct  the  Secretary 
to  dispatch  the  rifle  corps  thither,  regardless  of 
the  8eeretanf*$  views  of  the  necessities  of  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  Much  less,  then,  can  I  con- 
sent, after  the  troops  shall  arrive  in  Oregon,  to 
direct  that  detachments  shall  be  posted  at  this 
point  or  at  that  point.  Thtd  would  be  a  direct 
reflection  upon  the  espacity  of  the  Commanding 
Officer  to  dmpose  the  troops  properly  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Territory. 

We  might  indicate  by  bill  that  military  posts 
shall  be  established  at  the  points  indicated,  or  to 
cover  certain  roads,  or  to  protect  certain  valleys; 
hut  we  should  leave  the  kind  of  force,  and  the 
smount  of  force  which  will  occupy  these  posts,  to 
die  direction  of  the  officer  who  has  the  manage- 
ment of  that  frontier,  under  his  responsibility -to 
the  Commanding  General.  I  am  disposed— in- 
deed, I  am  anxious— as  far  as  lies  in  my  power, 
to  extend  all  necessar]|r  protection  to  our  infant 
•etdements  on  the  Pacific,  both  north  and  south. 
I  am  anxious  to  render  the  path  of  the  emigrant 
Mcure,  and  to  make  him  feet  that  the  solicitude  of 
^is  Gkivemment  for  his  welfare  follows  him  by 
nirht  and  by  day,  tfirough  all  his  arduous  journey 
tohis  distant  home.  I  am  unwilling,  however,  in 
the  gratification  of  this  proper  desire,  to  assume 
the  responsibitity  of  so  eontrotting  the  War  De- 


partment and  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
Army  as  to  interfere  with  existing  arrangements 
for  the  defence  of  other  parts  of  the  Republic;  for 
in  relieving  the  supposed  necessities  of  Oregon,  or 
in  supplying  the  security  which  the  Oregon  emi- 
grant requires,  1  may  justly  incur  the  responsi- 
bility or  leaving  another  frontier  exposed  to  the 
tomahawk  jof  the  savage,  and  call  down  upon  my 
own  head  the  obligation  to  answer  for  the  unnum- 
bered misfortunes  that  shall  overtake  other  unpro- 
tected and  defenceless  settlements. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  propose  ^  detain 
the  House  many  moments,  but' really  the  doctrine 
advanced  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia  [Mr. 
Batlt]  yesterday,  was  so  strange,  so  novel,  and 
so  important,  that  I  do  feel  it  ought  not  to  pass 
unnoticed.  It  was  no  more  nor  less  than  this: 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  the 
right,  under  all  circumstances,  to  control  and  dis- 
pose of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  coun- 
try, uncontrolled  by  the  legislative  power,  if  that 
doctrine  was  to  be  carried  out,  it  would  result  in 
precisely  this:  Congress  has  the  right  to  declare 
war;  it  may  raise  troops  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  that  war;  and  yet  the  Executive  would 
have  a  right  to  withhold  thos^  troops  from  the 
destination  and  purpose  for  which  Uongress  in- 
tended them,  and  thus  neutralise  the  power 
which  Congress  has  to  'declare  war,  expressly 
given  to  it  by  the  Constitution.  If  this  ride  regi- 
ment was  raised  expressly  for  the  Oregon  service, 
and  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  cannot 
control  it  so  far  as  to  compel  those  troops  to  be 
applied  to  that  service,  why  tne  same  power  which 
would  authorize  the  Executive  to  control  that  one 
regiment,  would  enable  him  to  control  the  Army 
and  Navy  in  a  case  where  actual  war  existed  by 
the  action  of  Congress.  The  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  which  &e  gentleman  from  Virginia  re- 
fers, simply  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  command  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  It  does  precisely  what  is 
done  when  you  give  him  executive  power  in  civil 
matters;  it  makes  him  the  executive  officer  to 
carry  out  and  do  the  will  of  Coneress— the  le^s- 
lative  power  of  the  country.  You  pass  a  civil 
law  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  carry 
out  and  execute  that  law.  You  declare  war  against 
another  nation  and  raise  troops  expressly  for  that 
war.  What  has  the  Executive  to  do  then  ?  Can 
he  withhold  these  troops  from  that  service?  Can 
he  say  that  instead  of  sending  them  against  that 
nation,  they  shall  be  sent  elsewhere?  No,  sir. 
All  he  has  to  do  is  to  take  charge  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  designed  for  that  service,  and  exercise 
his  executive  functions  to  carry  out  the  will  of 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  President  Polk  did  not  frequently  remove  nor- 
tions  of  the  Army  without  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress' 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Why,  that  question  is  cer- 
tainly as  novel  as  the  doctrine  asserted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  President  Polk  ever 
ordered  the  Army  in  a  particular  direction,  with- 
out the  authority  of  Congress,  does  that  militate 
asainst  the  doctrine  which  I  lav  down  ?  We  de- 
cmred  war  against  Mexico,  and  raised  troops  for 
that  express  purpose,  and  by  the  Constitution, 
under  the  doctrine  1  am  laying  down,  the  Presi- 
dent took  charge  of  the  Army,  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  MEACHAM.  The  gentleman's  answer 
does  not  cover  my  ouestion.  I  ask  him,  if  Presi- 
dent Polk  did  not  frequently  remove  portions  of 
the  Army,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  be- 
fore war  was  declared  against  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Even  suppose  I  admit  that, 
did  he  do  it  in  cases  where  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided by  law  that  the  troops  should  be  otherwise 
situated?  He  frequently,  no  doubt,  changed  the 
position  of  our  troops,  but  they  were  not  troops 
raised  and  destined  by  the  Legislature  for  a  par- 
ticular service.  This  question  has  never  been 
raised,  and  1  assure  this  House  that  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that 
has  been  raised  here  for  many  a  day,  and  I  think 
it  ouf  ht  to  be  correctly  settled. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  law  makes  it  posi- 
tively obligatory  on  the  President  to  place  this 
regiment  in  theOregon  service;  but  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Congress  that  it  should  be  so  em- 
ployed is  cleariy  inferable  from  the  act  itself,  and 
ftom  the  chreoraslaBecs  neder  which  thAt  aiet  was 


passed,  under  which  the  regiment  was  organ- 
ized under  it,  and  so  everybody  has  understood  it. 
Something  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall]  about  *<  indelicacy.'* 
Now,  if  there  is  indelicacy  anywhere,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  in  ta- 
king this  regimen^  from  the  Oregon  service,  for 
which  it  whs  clearly  the  intention  of  Congress  that 
it  should  be  applira.  •  Although  the  law  may  not 
positively  direct  that  it  shall  be  so  employed,  it 
was  raised  for  that  service,  and  the  Executive  has 
diverted  it  from  the  position  for  which  Conmss 
intended  it.  The  gentleman  asks  if  such  a  wing 
has  not  been  done  before?  Yes;  but  that  was  in 
a  time  of  emergency,  when  we  were  engaged  in 
war,  which  changed  the  state  of  things. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  But  sup- 
pose another  emergency  should  arise  which  should 
again  require  the  troops  to  be  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  consider  that  a  case 
in  point.  There  can  no  emergency  arise  which 
would  justify  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from 
any  portion  of  the  country,  so  as  to  leave  it  en- 
tirely unprotected  and  exposed  as  would  be  the 
frontier  of  Oreg[on.  Now,  can  the  gentleman  tell 
me  what  propriety  there  was  in  takmg  that  force 
from  the  point  for  which  it  was  raised,  and  to 
transfer  it  to  another  for  which  it  was  not  raised, 
and  thus  leave  the  country  for  whose  protection  it 
was  created,  entirely  unprotected? 

Mr.  MARSHALL  (interrupting)  made  a  re- 
mark which  was  totally  inaudible  to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  DUNHAM,  (resuming.)  I  did  not  intend 
to  discuss  the  propriety  of  taking  the  troops 
there.  My  object  was  simply  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  doctrine  that  the  Congress  of  the  Untied 
States  has  not  the  right  to  direct  how  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  employed.  The  sug- 
gestion has  been  made  to  me,  and  I  think  with  a 
good  deal  of  force,  in  relation  to  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  I  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Brooks;]  and  I  beg  to  ask  that  gentle* 
man  whether,  in  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war,  his 
side  of  the  Houie,  or  at  least  some  members  on 
that  side,  did  not  undertake  the  control  of  the 
Army  in  Mexico,  and  direct  the  witlidrawal  of  it  ? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  the  gentleman  from  I  ndiana 
will  allow  me,  I  did  not  hear  him  when  he  first 
alluded  to  me,  or  I  should  have  answered  imme- 
diately. I  did  not  lay  down  the  doctrine  that  the 
legislative  power  of  the  country  could  not  control 
the  direction  of  the  Army.  The  position  which  is 
assumed  in  the  resolution,  and  to  which  I  said  I 
was  opposed,  was,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m  itself,  had  the  right  to  control  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Arm  V.  Now  I  say  that  this  position  is 
not  correct.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress  cannot 
control  it,  but  the  legislative  power  of  the  country 
may.  It  not  only  requires  the  assent  of  both 
Houses,  but  it  must  have  the  approval  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive before  that  control  can  be  had. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Well,  sir;  that  is  about  as 
singular  as  the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt.]  Nobody  pretends 
that  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  itself,  can 
control  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States.    We  do  not  ask  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Why,  that  is  the  very  object 
and  effect  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    Not  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
entirely  misconceives  the  scope  of  my  remarks. 
In  a  speech  of  a  few  minutes  in  length,  1  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  define  all  the  limitations  and  the 
precise  extent  of  the  respective  authorities  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  Executive  over  our  military 
forces.  All  that  I  said  yesterday  was  precisely 
what  the  gentleman  admits  to-day.  I  did  not  only 
take  the  ground  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  takes,  that  one  branch  of 
Congress  cannot  take  the  command  of  the  Army, 
but  I  said  that  both  branches  could  not  do  it.  1 
denied  that  Coneress  had  any  such  power,  and 
that  is  all  that  ideny.  I  never  mentioned  that 
Congress  could  not  establish  military  posts:  I 
never  maintained  that  Congress  could  not  prescribe 
the  character  of  those  forces— whether  they  should 
be  cavalry,  riflemen,  infantry,  or  anythmg  dse. 
I  meant  to  say  that  when  we  had  raised  an  army, 
and  provided  for  the  support  of  that  army,  it  then 
beU)]igsto  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  say  wheth- 
er it  shall  be  posted  here  or  there.  It  cannot  be- 
long to  Congress,  unless  Congreas  is  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  &e  Army. 


618 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  10, 


Mr.  DUNHAM.  That  is  the  very  position 
which  I  occupy,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman's 
explanation.  I  undertake  to  say,  that  Congress 
have  the  right  to  raise  troops  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, and  to  ^ive  them  that  particular  direction, 
and  then  nothmg  remains  for  the  Command er-in- 
Chief  but  to  take  charge  of  those  troops  in  that 
direction  and  to  apply  Uiem  to  that  purpose.  He 
may  give  direction  to  the  troops  m  detail — if  I 
may  use  the  expression — ^in  carrying  out  the  law 
of  Coneress.  Let  us  look  at  this  matter,  in  the 
time  of  the  Seminole  war,  for  instance,  does  any 

§entleman  undertake  to  say  that  Congress  had  not 
le  right  to  raise  a  corps  for  that  service,  or  that 
the  Executive  had^  the  right  to  dispose  of  that 
corps  in  nny  way  o'ther  than  for  the  prosecution 
of  that  war?  All  that  the  Executive  had  to  do 
was  to  take  charge  of  those  troops  and  control 
them  for  that  purpose.  I  apprehend  that  no  one 
will  contend  tnat  the  Executive  had  the  right  to 
give  those  troops*  any  other  direction.  That  is 
my  doctrine.  If  I  am  correct  in  that  case,  then  I 
ask,  if  the  Executive  has  any  more  right,  when 
Congress  has  raised  a  regiment  of  mounted  rifle- 
men for  the  purpose  of  stationing  them  on  the 
routes  to  Oregon,  to  divert  them  from  that  partic- 
ular service  ?  I  think  not.  The  law  which  cre- 
ated this  regiment,  created  it  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, and  the  President  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
dispose  of  the  troops  according  to  that  law. 

Dut  I  was  going  on  to  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  1  do  not  understand  this  reso- 
lution to  be  a  resolution  directing  the  President 
how  to  dispose  of  these  troops  in  any  particular 
way.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  House  have 
that  power.  But  as  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  they  have  the  right  to  request  him  to  make 
this  or  that  disposition  of  the  power  intrusted  in 
his  hands.  1  think  that  can  be  done,  either  by 
the  people  or  the  people's  Representatives,  and  I 
trust  the  time  will  not  pass  away  when  we  shall 
not  have  that  right. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  this  dis- 
cussion has  gone  far  enough. 

Mr.  EVANS.  It  has  been  all  on  one  side 
though. 

Mr.  JONES.  Whatever  may  be  the  power  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  this  matter,  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Ditnham,]  that 
this  House  has  no  right  to  give  this  direction.  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  allow  me 
to  say  something  in  relation  to  this  matter.  The 
question  has  yet  been  discussed  only  on  one  side. 

Mr.  LANE.  As  the  mover  of  tnis  resolution, 
I  ask  whether  I  have  not  the  right  to  reply  if  the 
previous  question  is  seconded? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  only  be  done  when 
the  resolution  is  introduced  from  a  committee. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  decline  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  question  then  being  upon  seconding  the  call 
for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  King,  of  New  York,  and 
Williams  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  43,  noes  79. 

So  the  House  refused  to  second  the  call  for  the 
previous  auestion. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  thank  the  House  for  its  cour- 
tesy in  having  voted  down  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
▼iouB  question — a  motion  brought  forward  and 
urged  here,  aAer  a  long  debate,  which  was  carried 
on  almost  altogether  on  one  side  of  the  question — 
only  one  single  gentleman  having  spoken  in  de- 
fence of  the  administration  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  Groyemment.  The  Democrats  of  the  House 
have  in  this  instance  shown  an  impartiality  for 
which  I  thank  them,  for  without  their  assistance 
the  call  for  the  previous  question  could  not  have 
been  voted  down. 

I  cannot  but  feel  my  deficiency  in  ability  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  as  it  ought  to  be  discussed.  I 
know^  veiy  well  that  I  caimot  compensate  the 
House  for  the  kindness  and  indulgence  which  they 
have  shown  me,  but  1  do  intend  to  give  them  some 
little  information  in  regard  to  this  question.  I 
promise  to  open,  at  least,  one  or  two  sources  of 
information  which  have  not  been  touched  upon  by 
other  gentlemen  at  all.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
there  has  been  no  assumption  of  power,  in  order- 
ing the  withdrawal  of  those  troops  from  Oregon. 
Such  assttiaptioii  has  been  taken  for  grantM  by 


every  gentleman  who  has  hitherto  addressed  the 
House  upon  this  question.  It  has  been  taken  for 
granted  that  this  regiment  was  ordered  by  law  to 
be  stationed  in  Oregon,  and  not  to  be  withdrawn. 
But  though  it  has  been  taken  for  granted  that  they, 
were  ordered  by  the  law  which  created  that  regi- 
ment, to  be  stationed  in  Oregon,  or  on  the  route  to 
Oregon,  1  say  that  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the 
law  or  the  title  at  all. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
if  he  supposes  that  I  said  expressly  that  that  law 
ordered  the  r^ment  to  be  stationed  on  the  route 
to  Oregon.  I  did  n<it  say  that;  I  said  that  from  the 
title  of  the  law  it  was  evident  that  such  was  its  in- 
tention, although  the  law  itself  does  not  expressly 
say  so. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Well,  I  deny  that. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  That  is  precisely  the  position, 
that  from  the  title  of  the  bill  it  was  evident  that 
it  was  the  intention,  in  making  the  law,  that  the 
troops  should  be  stationed  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  deny  that.  I  say  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  in  the  bill,  or  the  title,  or  the  pre- 
amble, or  anywhere  else.  But  I  also  deny  another 
proposition,  which  has  been  presented  here  with 
great  vehemence  and  urged  with  great  force — if 
vehemence  is  force-^that  the  Secretary  of  War  is 
bound  to  come  here  and  look  into  the  character  of 
our  debates  in  this  House,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  the  acts  mean.  I  dare  say  that  some  of  the 
acts  would  require  such  a  research,  in  order  to 
make  them  intelligable,  but  it  is  a  singular  state  of 
affairs  if  the  debates  of  a  legislative  body  are  to  be 
investigated  in  order  to  ascertain  what  the  legisla- 
tive act  is.  Now  let  us  recur  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  see  whether  the  construction  which  the 
gentleman  puts  upon  the  law  is  the  corcect  one.  I 
will  commence  with  the  title,  but  before  I  am 
through  I  shall  have  the  whole  act  read.  It  is  en- 
titled **An  act  to  provide  for  raising  a  legiment  of 
mounted  riflemen.''    That  is  the  first  part  of  it. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Well,  read  the  last  part  of 
it. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  read  the  last  part,  and  the 
whole  act  too,  after  a  while. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  only  want  the  title.  Let 
us  have  the  last  of  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  last  part  of  it  is:  "and  for 
establishing  military  stations  on  the  route  to  Ore- 
gon." AnddoesthatbindtheSecretary  of  Warto 
station  those  nuntnied  rifienun  in  Oregon,  or  on  the 
route  to  Oregon  ?  How  could  wiounUd  troops  alone 
garrison  a  fort  ?  I  will  explain  the  ^e  cause  for 
raising  this  r^ment.  It  was  gotten  up  at  the 
time  or  shortly  after  our  difficulties  with  Great 
Britain,  and  the  excitement  which  was  caused  in 
consequence  of  those  difficulties  was  the  cause  of 
its  passing  through  the  House.  But  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  law  which  instructs  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  station  that  regiment  on  the  route  to  Ore- 

fon,  or  in  Oregon.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  evi- 
ence  that  such  was  its  intention. 
1  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  compelling  him 
to  stauon  and  maintain  that  regiment  in  Oregon. 
But  suppose  there  was:  I  assert  in  my  puice, 
that  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  by  the  request  of  the  then  Delegate  from 
Oregon,  [Mr.  Thurston,]  and  that  they  were  with- 
drawn from  the  Territory  of  California  by  the 
advice  of  distinguished  gentlemen  then,  pnd  some 
of  them  now,  in  power,  residing  in  that  State.  1 
was  on  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  during 
the  last  Congress,  and  the  representative  from 
Oregon  [Mr.  Thurston]  frequently  appeared  be- 
fore it,  and  he  has  told  me  repeatedly,  and  again 
and  a^n — and  there  are  gentlemen  sitting  about 
me  whom  I  might  call  upon  to  corroborate  my 
statement  if  it  were  necessary — that  the  people  of 
Oregon  did  not  want  one  of  them  in  Oregon,  and 
that  they  could  defend  themselves,  if  we  would 
furnish  the  money.  It  is  in  the  recollection  of 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  that  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  we  gave  to  Orison  |100,000  in  cash 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  expenses  in  this 
Cayuse  war.  That  is  the  slate  of  facta.  What 
is  It  now?  The  Del^ate  from  Oregon,  [Mr. 
Lake] — a  highly-respected  gentleman,  and  with 
whom  this  country  is  very  well  acquainted,  a 
man,  no  doubt,  well  versed  in  military  aflhirs, 
and  from  whose  brow,  were  it  in  my  power,  I 
would  not  pluck  one  laurel — that  gentleman  comes 
forward  and  states,  that  in  order  to  protect  the 
people  on  the  route  to  Oregon,  a  certain  course  on 
the  part  of  ths  Aflminirtraiion  is  neceMary,  and 


that  the  War  Department  must  act  ia  a  ccrtun 
way,  and  start  troops  upon  certain  routes. 

Now,  his  predecessor,  who  was  lijiiened  to,  sad 
whose  voice  was  heard,  advised  directly  to  tht 
contrary.    Such  was  his  advice;  and  so  he  stated 
directly,  and  1  am  prepared  to  prove  it— I  know, 
unfortunately,  that  he  is  dead,  and  I  have  there- 
fore a  reluctance  in  bringing  in  his  name;  1  had 
the  happiness  during  his  life  of  an  opportunity  of 
showing  him  some  acu  of  kindness,  and  I  fed 
disinclined  to  drag  his  name  into  debate— he  stated 
expressly  to  the  War  Department,  that  mounted 
rifles  were  not  suited  to  the  Oregon  Territory;  that 
it  was  an  irre^Iar  and  mountainous  country;  that 
it  was  impossible  to  pursue  the  Indians  on  horse- 
back; and  that  infantry  ought  to  be  substituted. 
Such  were  his  declarations;  and  in  accordance 
with  the  advice  uf  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  of  the  advice  of  the  then 
Delegate,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  population,  and  had  traveled  ex- 
tensively over  the  country,  infantry  was  proposed 
to  be  substituted  for  mounted  troops. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
for  I  hate  to  see  the  gentleman  go  too  far  wrong,! 
wish  to  say  the  gentleman  has  come  to  wrong  con- 
clusions upon  two  or  three  points.  It  may  be 
true,  and  I  do  not  doubt  it,  that  the  first  Delegate 
from  Oregon  advised  the  removal  of  the  moanted 
raiment  from  that  country;  but  it  is  not  true  that 
he  resided  a  lon^  time  in  that  Territory.  He  ar» 
rived  there  late  m  the  fall  of  1847,  and  was  eleeied 
in  the  spring  of  1849  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  and  immediately  left  torthis  city.  He 
had  never  traveled  outside  of  the  settlements,  nor 
had  he  seen  but  a  very  small  portion  of  that  Ter*' 
riiory.  Another  thing  has  been  stated,  that 
$100,000  has  been  given  to  Oregon  in  considera- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Oregon,  to 
enable  them  to  defend  themselves. 

Mr.  EVANS.  No,  sir.  1  did  not  state  that.  I 
stated  that  |]00,000  was  voted  by  Congress  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
war  against  the  Cajruse  Indians.  That  is  what  I 
stated.  If  the  gentleman  denies  it,  I  will  produce 
the  records. 

Mr.  LANE.    That  is  true. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Now  I  want  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon  to  tell  me  how  long  he  has  been  in  Oregon. 
I  recollect,  since  I  came  to  Congress,  that  be  was 
a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Mexican  war. 

Mr.  LANE.  Mr.  Thurston  arrived  in  Oregon 
in  September  or  October,  1847,  and  left  for  Wash- 
ington city  in  1849.  I  arrived  there  in  1848,  and 
remained  until  1851. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  think  it  a  matter  at  aU 
material.  I  took  it  fur  granted  that  the  gentleman 
was  acquainted  with  the  state  of  this  Territory. 
At  any  rale,  he  knew  it  better  than  any  one  else. 
He  was  then  a  representative  upon  this  fioor.  I  am 
sure  he  pretended  to  an  acquaintance  with  it;  he 
showed  a  great  deal  of  information  about  it;  and 
as  I  was  a  little  curious  about  the  country,  I  asked 
a  great  many  questions,  which  he  answered  intel- 
ligently. He  issued  a  circular  to  the  whole  coon- 
try,  informing*  the  people  about  the  geography 
and  topography  of  Oregon,  as  induceiAenu to  emi- 
grate there. 

Well,  sir,  upon  the  representations  of  that  gen- 
tleman, that  mounted  troops  were  unfit  for  that 
Territory  t  infantry  were  proposed  to  be  substituted 
in  their  place,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  now 
assailed  tor  doing  it.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Gorman]  says  it  was  a  most  unbeani-ef 
proposition.  The  Secretary  of  War  followed  the 
best  lights  he  had,  and  he  cannot  be  blamed  for  ic 

Now  I  will  state  another  matter,  in  reference  to 
this  Oregon  regiment.  Gentlemen  take  it  for 
granted  tnat  in  the  bill  for  raising  that  regiment, 
It  provided  that  the  re^ment  should  be  posted  in 
Oregon.  I  say  there  is  no  such  provision.  But 
granting  that  it  is  there,  this  regiment  was  raised 
in  1846.  Now  I  >assert  that  this  regiment,  as  a 
regiment,  had  never  been  in  Oregon.  A  portion  of 
it  had  been  there.  It  had  been  sent  there  by  no 
previous  Administration,  either  Mr.  Polk's,  Oeo- 
eral  Tavlor's,  or  Mr.  Fillmore's,  down  to  this 
time.  And  if  it  was  a  crime  to  take  them  av*y»  *' 
was  equally  as  great  a  fault  not  to  have  sent  them 
all  there.  I  do  hot  think  the  gentleman  from 
Oregon  will  state  that  the  regiment  has  been  there 
at  any  period  whatever.  Now,  by  the  re»plution 
does  the  gentleman  want  these  trwps  sent  to  Ore- 
gon?   Oh,  no.    Not  at  all;  bat  on  the  road  ta 
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Oregpa.  He  does  not  w«nt  to  onrry  out  the  ori* 
friii^obli^tionaof  thelaw,aiid  preserve  that  high 
laitb  whi^  we  are  bound  to  obaerve,  in  carrying 
tmt  th«  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  does  not 
pretend  to  observe  it  himself;  he  wants  merely 
ibat  the  troops  ahall  be  stationed  upon  the  route. 
How  what  is  theatate  of  facts  in  regard  to  that 
route?  The  War  Department  has  troops  aU'eady 
upon  a  portion  of  it,  for  the  protection  of  emigrants 

Soing  tnere.  And  it  is  the  intention  to  station 
ragoons  along  tiiat  route,  in  the  summer  time, 
who  shall  pass  up  and  down  along  it,  to  ^ive  assist- 
ance and  protection  to  emigrants  upon  it. 

Biit  the  main  reason  why  the  troops  could  not 
he  continued  in  Oret^n  is,  that  you  refused  the 
neeeasary  appropriations  to  the  duartermasier's 
department — the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Makshall]  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Last 
Tear  we  had  a  debate  upon  the  Cluartermaster's 
department.  I  do  not  propose  to  vindicate  that 
department  now.  That  will  be  more  appropriate 
hereafter.  I  do  not  proiiose  to  vindicate  its  ex- 
penses, or  say  whether  Iney  are  too  little  or  too 
great.  But  1  do  say  that  the  increased  expenses 
of  that  department  entirely  arise  out  of  the  pos- 
sessions we  have  obtained  upon  the  Pacific  coast; 
out  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  which 
you  are  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  observe.  That 
treaty  was  made  under  a  Democratic  Administra- 
tion-—by  Mr.  Polk.  By  that  treaty  we  bound  our- 
selves to  protect  the  frontiers  of  Mexico  from  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  who  shall  come  there 
for  the  purpose  of  attacks  upon  its  inhabitants. 
Have  we  observed  its  stipulations  in  good  faith  ? 
Does  not  every  gentleman  know  that  Mexico  has 
dasnis  against  us  for  millions  of  dollars  on  account 
of  our  neglect  of  its  provisions?  Does  not  every 
eentlemen  know,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  fMr.  HowAan]  himself,  that  the  most  war- 
like Inaians  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  are  in  Texas  ? 

Mr.  GORMAN,  (interrupting.)^  I  would  like  to 
have  the  gentleman  answer  this  question:  What 
has  the  Secretary  of  War  done  with  the  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  drasoons? 

Mr.  EVANS.   1  will  answer,  that  I  do  not 
know  what  he  has  done  with  them;  but  as  soon 
as  the  question  Arises,'!  will  find  out.    I  am  going 
to  stick  to  the  question  now  up — the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from    Oregon — and   we    will 
attend  to  the  dragoons  aflerwards.    I  was  speak- 
ing of  our  obligations  under  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,     i  have  always  found  this  House 
of  Representatives  particularly  skillful  in  station- 
ing troops,  and  afterwards  particularly  skillful  in 
shirking  the  bilb.    Now,  sir,  more  warlike  and 
merciless  Indians  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  than  those  upon  the 
borders  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico— Indians  who 
do  not  shrink  from  an  encounter  with  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race.    We  are  bound  by  a  solemn  treaty 
stipulation  to  keep  them  from  aggressions  upon 
Mexico;  and  it  was  stated  in  this  House,  upon 
the  debate  relative  to  the  Cluartermaster's  depart- 
ment during  the  last  Congress,  that  these  mounted 
rifles  were  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
them  to  Texas,  in  order,  as  numerous  gentlemen 
Mud,  and  myself  among  the  number,  to  lessen  the 
expenses  of  the  Cluartermasters's  department.    It 
was  necessary  that  they  should  be  there;  and  we 
were  tokl  that  they  were  of  no  use  in  Oregon  and 
California,  and  thiat  infantry  could  serve  a  much 
better  purpose  there.    They  were,  therefore,  with- 
drawn and  brought  into  the  territory  of  Texas, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  our  obligations 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  as  well  as  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  people  of  Texas  from 
Indian  devastation. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Polk  had 
withdrawn  these  troops,  but  I  was  mistaken  as  to 
the  mounted  riflemen.  I  will  undertake  to  show, 
however,  that  Mr.  Polk  did  withdraw  troops  from 
the  line  between  the  western  frontiers  and  Oregon. 
I  want  gentlemen  to  tell  me  how  the  Secretary 
of  War  is  to  carry  troops  into  Oregon,  California, 
md  along  the  immense  line  of  the  Gila  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  between  the  Missouri  and 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  with  the  number  of  men 
now  in  the  Army,  and  with  the  small  means  of 
transportation  and  subsistence  at  his  disposal? 
It  is  impossible.  It  is  in  vain  that  you  enaeavor 
to  shirk  the  responsibility  upon  us.  It  is  the 
doty  of  every  upright  and  candid  legislator,  at 
once  to  assums  tlie  responsibility  that  belongs  to 


his  position.  If  the  aequirement  of  new  territory 
brings  upon  us  expenses  which  we  have  not  be- 
fore had,  the  legislator  knows  it  is  his  duty  to  ac- 
knowledge the  source  from  which  they  anse,  and 
to  pay  tnem.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  over 
the  way,  [Mr.  Casttbs,]  made  a  sweeping  state- 
ment of  the  extravagant  desire  of  the  duarter- 
master,  to  swallow  down  the  public  money  in  his 
insatiable  maw.  But  he  did  not  descend  to  items; 
and  I  always  observe  that  when  gentleman  cannot 
descend  to  the  items,  they  are  apt  to  know  very 
little  about  the  subject.  If  this  gentleman  is  anx- 
ious to  know  where  this  expend  itureof  $50,000,000 
goes  to,  1  will  read  him  a  few  items  for  his  satis- 
faction, and  point  out  to  him  the  place  from  which 
he  can  derive  new  light  and  information. 

The  gentleman  left  the  House  to  the  belief  that 
this  fifly-millions  was  alone  applicable  to  the  Army; 
and  what  are  the  facts?  Well,  I  will  give  some 
of  the  extras  in  the  Army  that  have  sprung  out 
of  the  a<5quisition  of  the  new  territories.  Every 
candid  man  is  aware  that  they  have  grown  out  of 
our  territorial  acquisitions.  They  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  Second  session  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress, 
viz: 

The  actual  and  eatinmted  expenditures  fbr  the  seven  yearf 
ending  30th  iunr,  18^^,  cniount  to  (state- 
ment!)  $904,807,407  05 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1845,  Uie  vear  immediately  prece- 
ding Uie  war  with  Mexico,  having  been 
$91,360,049  3d,  the  aggregate  expendi- 
tures Tor  the  seven  succecdtug  years,  upon  ' 
that  basitf,  would  have  amounted  to 149,660,345  58 

Showing  an  access  over  the  peace  estab- 
lishment ori845  of. $145,147,063  43 


And  which  excess  of  expenditures  is  to  be  accouuted  for 

as  follows : 

The  actual  and  estimated  expenditures  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  seven  years  subsequent  to  the  declaration  o(  war 
witii  Mexico,  are $117,876,495  31 

Under  peace  establishment  of  1845,  as  be- 
fore stated,  they  would  have  been 35,643,749  54 


Excess  occasioned  by  said  war 

(See  statement  L,  and  accompanying  pa- 
pcts  from  the  bureaus  of  the  war  Depart- 
ment, numbered  I  Co  7.) 
The   actual  and    estimated 

expenditures  of  the  Navy 

Department  amount  to ... .  $69,659,331  74 
Would   have  been  (as  per 

sutememl) 43,600,473,63 

Exccfs 

[This  excess,  from  the  organization  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and  the  indefinite  man- 
ner of  making  appropriations,  cannot  be 
more  specifically  stated.] 
Pensions,  under  acui  of  1848,  paid  to  30tli 

June,  1850,  (statement  Ml) 

Pensions,  under  acts  of  1848,  estimated  for 

1861  and  1853,  (statement  M  9) 

Indians  in  new  territory,  to 30th  June,  1853, 

(statement  N) 

TnKtallments  and  interest  under  13th  article, 

treaty  with  Mexico 

Payment  of  liuuidated  claims  against  Mex- 
ico, per  act  39th  July,  1848 

Renewal    of  diplomaUc  intercourse  with 

Mexico 

Expenses  of  Board  of  Commissioners  on 

Mexican  claims 

Survey  of  boundary  line  between  the  United 

States  and  Mexico ;. .. 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  California 

Light-houses,  dry-dock,  custom-house,  and 

marine-hospital  in  Califbmia 

Territorial  governments  in  Utah  and  New 

Mexico 

Expenses  of  war  loans  and  treasury  notes. . 


83,333,745  77 


19,058,858  11 


1,196,141  18 

1,595,000  00 

904,830  40 

16,368,396  37 

9,089,578  84 

37,560  61 

44,498  39 

335,000  00 
900,000  00 

640,000  00 

147,300  00 
150,879  41 


Amount  to  IftSS,  occasioned  by  the  war. . . .  194,259,719  08 

And  for  objects  not  include«l  in  the  sum  as 
the  expenditures  for  1845,  made,  in  pur- 
suance of  acts  of  Government,  during  a 
period  Bab.'.equent  to  the  3d  of  March, 
1845,  and  prior  to  the  4th  of  March,  1849. 
including  Post  Office  deficiencies  and 
Census,  as  follows,  (see  statement  O :) 

ScvenUi  Census 

Erection  of  Patent  Office 

Supplying  deficiencies  in  Post*  Office  De- 
parunent,  and  for  Department  mail  matter 

Expenses  of  collecting  tlie  revenue  from  cus- 
toms, lands,  lie. ,  never  exhibited  in  the 
expenditures,  prior  to  the  30th  of  June, 

1849 :. 

Expenditures  on  account  of  Smithsonian 

InstitutioB 

ReOmding  duties,  debentures,  drawbacks, 

hic 

Building  revenue  cutters,  before  paid  out  of 

the  accndnf  revenue 


1,376,000  00 
600,000  00 

1,768,753  57 


6,813,557  95 
419,134  70 

9,993,166  36 
101,999^ 


Building  marine  hospitals,  custom-houses, 
and  support  thereof. 1,988,741  87 

Increase  of  tlie  expenditures  in  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  Judiciary  depart- 
ments, the  sum  of ^,^805,751  50 

And  for  miscellaneous  items  not  enumera- 
ted          539,443  64 

$145,147,003  43 


Sum,  as  above,  to  30th  Juue,  1853,  charge- 
able to  the  war $194,953,719  06 

To  which  may  be  added — 

Interest  on  war  debt  to  30ih  Jane  1853, 
(stalemenlP  1) 13,387,544  0$ 

Interest  on  war  debt  from  .lOth  June,  1853, 

.  to  maturity,  (statement  P  9)  41,173,493  38 

Public  lands  granted  and  to  be  granted, 
(per  table  K,)  as  esumated ^ 17,346,750  00 

Claims  pending  and  estimated  by  the  Third 
Auditor,  (statement  Q) 765,069  37 

Texas  boundary  Stock  to  be  issued 10,000,000  00 

Interest  on  Texas  boundary  Stock  for  four- 
teen years,  at  5  por  cem 7,000,000  00 

Mexican  claims,  per  treaty,  stock  to  be  is- 
sued        3,350,000  00 

Thus  we  have,  of  expenditures  and  liabili- 
ties chargeable  directly  to  said  war  and 
the  acquiNltions  of  territoif  Consequent 
upon  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  sum  ot. . .  .$917,175,577  98 

And  which  does  not  include  many  claims  presented  and 
to  be  presented,  arising  indirectly  from  the  war,  this  great 
variety  forbidding  even  an  approximation,  either  as  to  num- 
ber or  amnmit. 

Statement  Rgives  the  annual  expenditures  from  1838  to  1841, 
ranging  from  $13,530,846  43  in  1838  to  $35,745,776  38  in 
1841,  the  average  annual  increase  being  $943,S^  56,  ex- 
clusive of  oil  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue.  Ice. 
The  expenditures  for  the  four  succeeding  years,  from 
1841  to  1845,  are  averaged  in  consequence  of  the  change 
in  the  fiscal  year,  the  average  bcinx....  $93,987,411  78 
A  diminuiioo  in  the  average,  as  compared 

with  the  four  preceding  years,  of 3,481 ,158  95 

Amounting  in  the  aggregate,  to 13,924.635  80 

The  estinrated  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  3Uth  June, 
1853,are $48^34,993  18 

The  expenditures  under  the  peace  estab- 
lishment of  1845,  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  were 91,380,049  36 

Excess  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1899,  $96,744,943  89- 


To  which  sum  of 

may  be  added,  for — 
Building  tifht-booses, 


138,148,330  16 

bneyi,  fce.        974,795  96 


By  reference  to  statemenu  S,  I,M  3,  and  O,  it  will  be  seen 
that  of  these  estimated  expenditures  for  the  year  ending 
30th  of  June,  1853,  the  excess  over  the  expenditures  of 
1845,  required  by  the  War  Department  in  consequence 
of  the  war  and  our  new  territories,  is. . . .     $6,002458  43 

Navy  Department .- 3,930,736  00 

Pensions,  acts  of  1848 840,000  00 

Mexican  installment  and  interest 3,180,000  00 

Survey  of  boundary  Hne 100,000  00 

Light  houses,  dr}--dock,  kc,  California..  300,000  00 
Territorial  governments,  Utah,  New  Mex- 
ico   70,200  00 

Interest  on  public  debt 3,665,321  03 

Indians  in  new  Territories., 130,800  00 

Collection  of  the  revenue  from  cn»toms, 

bounties,  kc,  not  included  in  1845 3,484,775  04 

Expenses  of  land  sales  not  included  in  1845,         170,300  00 

PatentOffice 350,000  00 

Payment  on  account  ol*principal  of  puMie 

ticbl : 643,.548  00 

Survey  of  coast  of  California 100,000  00 

Smithsonian  InsUtution 3<),910  14 

Deficiencies  Post  Office  Department 900,000  00 

By  deducting  this  aggregate  of  excess  of. . .  $33,199,148  64 
fh>m  the  aggregate  estimated  expenditures  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1852,  of  $48,134,993  18,  there  will  re- 
main  ad  the  estimated  ordinary  expenditures,  the  sum  of 
ft34  935.844  54. 

.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  aggregate  expenditures, 
actual  and  estimated,  for  the  seven  vears  ending  on  the  30th 
June,  ItW,  amounting  to  $994,807,407  95,  the   sum  of 

S  138,148,^  18,  exclusive  of  $13,387,544  06,  interest  on 
c  war  debt.  Is  required  to  sustain  the  faith  of  thcGovcm- 
mem,  pledged  or  implied,  or  arising  in  consequence  of  its 
acts  during  a  period  snbtcquent  to  30fh  June,  1845,  and  prior 
to  Ist  July,  1849.  Some  of  the  objects  of  these  e»«ti mated 
expenditures,  by  reason  of  the  extended  area  of  territory, 
have  been  maile  either  permanent  charges  upon  the  Treas- 
ury or  will  continue  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  may  be 
stated  as  follows:  ^  ,„      ^  »  * 

Exce&8  of  expendiwres  of  War  Department,  excess  of 
expenditures  or  Navy  Deparmient,  pensions,  interest  on 
war  debt,  territorial  governments,  survey  of  boundary  line, 
survey  of  coast  of  California,  I  ndhms,  judiciary,  8ic 

Further  experience  will  undoubtedly  result  in  compolling 
still  greater  expenditures  in  the  fulfillment  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  in  controlling  and  subduing  the  Indians  and  other 
lawless  bands  with  which  our  newly- acquired  territories 
are  infested,  and  before  there  will  be  tlmt  permanent  emi- 
gration to  and  settlement  therein  of  that  cla^s  of  our  cid- 
xens  so  necessary  to  a  full  development  of  the  resources  and 
defence  of  that  country. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  am  very  sorry  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  but  I  rise  simply 
to  say  to  the  House  that  I  apprehend  this  debate 
will  amount  practically  to  nothing.  I  had  a  per- 
sonal interview  with  the  Secretary  of  War  a  few 
momenu  since,  and  he  stated  to  me  that  it  was 
his  intention  (o  station  mounted  men  upon  the 
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ronds  to  Oregon.  At  my  sufi^estion  the  Delegate 
from  Orej^on  had  niso  an  interview  with  the  Secre- 
tary, and  he  i8  entirely  satisfied,  and  this  whole 
mailer  ca^  be  accomplished  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  sure  when  I  give  the  gen- 
tleman the  courtesy  of  the  floor,  that  he  ought  not 
to  ask  me  to  stop  speaking.  [Laughter.]  That 
is  not  ^uite  fair. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  was  going  to  add,  that  in  a 
▼ery  short  time  we  will  nave  up  the  deficiency 
bills,  and  then  my  friend  from  Maryland  will  have 
ample  opportunity  to  debate  this  subject. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  feel  indeed  confident  that  I 
have  not  succeeded  in  making  this  subject  very 
agreeable  to  the  House.  But  I  have  almost  got 
through  what  I  have  to  say.  And  since  members 
have  listened  to  me  with  so  much  kind  indulgence 
and  so  much  patient  attention,  1  scarcely  feel  my- 
self justiBed  in  speaking  again  on  it  as  the  gentle- 
man suggests,  for  I  should,!  can  assure  the  House, 
then  b^inall  over  again:  besides,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  vindicate  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has 
here  been  assailed  upon  this  sery  occasion.  1 
think,  then,  that  as  the  House  has  borne  that  part 
of  the  infliction  which  I  have  already  given  it, 
members  had  better  take  the  balance  now,  and  not 
have  it  in  divided  portions. 

Several  Members.     "Go  on!"  "Go  on!" 

Mr.  EVANS.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
quote  these  figures  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  censure  upon  any  political  party;  but  in 
order  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  history,  to  show 
out  of  what  large  expenditures  have  arisen,  to  give 
the  true  authors  of  them,  and  to  let  praise  and 
blame  light  where  they  severally  belong. 

If  I  have  succeedetl  in  showing,  as  I  believe 
every  reasonable,  candid  gentleman  will  admit  I 
have  shown,  that  your  largely -increased  govern- 
mental expenses  have  sprung  out  of  the  Mexican 
war,  and  out  of  our  foreign  acquisitions,  I  shall 
permit  other  gentlemen  to  quote  the  vast  mineral 
resources  of  California,  her  importance  in  connec- 
tion with  the  trade  of  tlie  East,  which  is  about  to 
pour  its  golden  rewards  into  her  lap;  and  further, 
to  dwell  upon  the  military  and  civil,  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  importance  of  that  Territory, 
if  it  please  members  to  take  up  such  a  line  of  argu- 
ment. 1  ani  not  arraigning  them  for  any  unmir 
or  partisan  purpose^  but  the  reason  is,  that  I  wish 
to  show  gentlemen  who  talk  about  millions,  and 
charge  by  implication  the  whole  of  it  to  the  Army, 
that  there  is  a  way  for  persons  sufficiently  indus- 
trious to  discover  where  it  comes  from.  It  is  all 
here  in  this  report.  I  will  merdy  now  refer  mem- 
bers to  this  little  book,  and  when  they  got  home 
they  can  send  for  it  to  the  document  room.  It  is 
▼ery  amusing,  particularly  the  figure  part.  Mem- 
bers can  reflect  upon  the  matter  in  their  hours  of 
private  meditation;  and  we  alf  know  that  members 
take  a  particular  pleasure  in  studying  political 
arithmetic. 

A  Member.  What  is  the  title  of  the  docu- 
ment? 

Mr.  EVANS.  It  is  Executive  document  No. 
11,  Second  Session  Thirty-first  Congress. 

Mr.  FULLER.    What  is  the  page? 

Mr.  EVANS.  Pages  seven  and  eight.  It  con- 
tains a  most  formidable  array  of  -figures.  Now, 
sir,  tha  expenses  of  the  Cluartermaster's  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  has  necessarily  increased  from 
one  single  fact.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon 
the  question  as  to  whether  they  have  increased  too 
much;  nor  can  1  see  how  it  can  be  well  done  with- 
out striking  a  blow  at  the  public  reputation  and 
Frivate  credit  at  the  able  head  of  that  department, 
t  may  be  done  liy  admitting  his  inefficiency,  or 
his  dishonestv.  One  of  these  causes  must  be 
taken,  and  I  cfo  not  therefore  propose  entering  into 
the  items  of  it.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  that 
previous  to  the  acquisition  of  our  new  territory — 
and  there  are  gentlemen  in  this  House  of  sufficient 
ability  to  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong — we  had  not  a 
post  tliat  could  not  be  reached  by  steamboat  navi- 
gation. The  troops  of  the  United  States  are  now 
withdrawn  from  those  posts  of  easy  access  in  the 
north  and  east,  the  northwest  and  southwest  and 
have  been  removed  to  the  far  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
try— stationed  in  Texas,  in  New  Mexico,  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  in  Oregon,  where  provbions can  be  ob- 
tained only  with  difficulty.  I  remember  having 
seen,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  document 
sent  to  lis  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  came  from  the  honorable  Dele- 


gate from  that  Territory  or  not.  At  any  rate  it 
came  from  a  reliable  source  there,  giving  the  price 
of  articles  of  food  for  man  and  beast,  and  they 
were  the  most  extravagant  I  ever  heard  of.  These 
were  part  of  the  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the 
duartermaster.  Before  we  go  into  an  entire  de- 
nunciation of  this  gentleman  at  the  other  end  of 
tlie  avenue  connected  with  that  Department,  cmd 
who  has  no  good  reason  for  plundering  the  Gov- 
ernment, let  us  have  the  candor  to  look  intothe  de- 
tails of  their  expeitses.  Let  us  investigate  them. 
Let  us  see  how  much  more  is  required  of  the 
duartermaster  for  the  transportation  to  particular 
posts  tlinn  was  required  .before  the  existence  of 
this  war,  and  the  acquisition  of  our  new  terri- 
tories. Whenever  that  is  found  out,  my  word  for 
it  that  Department  will  be  fully  vindicated  and  just- 
ified. Look  at  the  course  of  the  lost  Congress. 
1  will  here  refer  to  the  Congressional  Globe,  for  a 
single  moment.  I  am  .lorry  the  able  and  eloauent 
gentleman,  [Mr  Toombs,]  whose  remarks  1  am 
about  to  quote,  is  not  here. 

I  read  from  the  Congressional  Globe,  second 
session  Thirty-first  Congress,  pnges  731,  732. 

**  Tlie  ffenUttman  from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Burt]  bad 
said  hft  [Mr.  Toombv]  Mruck  in  the  dark.  He  desired  to 
kunw  upon  what  authority  he  had  made  that  assertioti. 

**  Mr.  BcRT  said  he  had  quoted  the  gentleinan^  own  lan- 
gnage. 

*<Mr.  Toombs  said,  if  he  had  struck  in  the  dark  it  was 
the  fault  ot  thotte  who  possessed  Uie  necessary  iuformauon 
for  waking  a  proper  di»criiniDation  hi  the  Items  to  be  cut 
down  and  would  not  fumisli  them." 

That  is  Mr.  Toombs's  vindication  for  striking  in 
the  dark;  and  the  fact  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  this  House  having  struck  in  the 
dark  is  not,  I  believe,  denied.  They  did  not  act 
upon  any  ascertained  facts  in  cuttmg  down  the 
expenses  of  the  duartermaster 's  department,  but 
from  a  general  disposition  to  do  it.  It  was  done 
without  one  single  gentleman  in  this  House  hav- 
ing sufficient  information,  by  their  own  acknowledg- 
ment to  tell  to  what  extent  it  should  be  done.  My 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mar- 
shall,] who  knows  as  much  about  military  mat- 
ters as  any  other  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  (and 
I  wish  I  knew  as  much,)  voted  against  the  appro- 
priation to  tlie  duartermaster *a  aepartment.  So 
far  as  1  can  discover  in  this  Congressional  Globe, 
he  never  explained  to  this  House  why  they  ought 
to  be  cut  down,  where  they  ought  to  be  cutdown, 
or  upon  what  account,  but  Ac  struck  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  The  gen- 
tleman has  not  displayed  his  usual  industry  in 
ransacking  the  Congressional  Globe,  or  he  would 
have  found  that  1  gave  my  reasons  for  my  vote  at 
the  time  it  was  given,  and  I  did  not  go  through  the 
items  which  made  up  the  $5,000,000,  of  tlie  duar- 
termaster's  accounts.  My  not  attempting  to  in- 
vestignte  the  items  was  very  reasonable,  when 
gentlemen  of  the  Military  Committee  announced 
to  the  House  that  they  Imd  tried  to  obtain  them, 
but  had  failed. 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  will  now  quote  some  remarks 

of  the  honorable  gentleman  froth  Virginia,  [Mr. 

Batlt,J  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand 

Means  of  the  last  Congress.   ArM  I  read  from  the 

Congressional  Globe,  second  session  Thirty-first 

Congress,  page  734.    Mr.  Batlt  states: 

*<  In  relation  to  the  remarks  of  thegentleuian  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  McLane]  I  n*ay  say,  sir,  that  this  matter  of 
oioanted  in(kiitry  has  proved  a  dead  faiiure.  The  sending 
of  these  mounted  rifles,  and  other  mounted  infantry  forces, 
to  Oregon  and  California,  lias  been  in  the  main  the  cause 
of  this  great  expenditure,  and  of  which  there  has  Justly  been 
so  much  complaint  made  in  this  House.  It  is  these  things 
which  the  pre^ient  head  of  the  War  Department  is  trying  (as 
I  sliowed  Uiis  morning)  to  correct.'' 

Thtis  it  appears  from  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Batlt,]  that  one 
of  the  main  causes  of  the  increased  expendituie 
in  the  duartermaster *s  department  has  been  the 
sending  of  these  very  riflemen  to  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia. The  gentlemen  that  denounce  the  expendi- 
ture insist  upon  a  repetition  of  the  cause  of  tne  ex- 
pense. They  want  that  restored  which  led  to  the 
expenditure,  but  they  denounce  the  extravagance 
and  shirk  the  payment  of  the  money.  Such  a 
course  may  strike  some  gentlemen  as  a  fair  one, 
but  it  does  not  present  itself  in  that,  attitude  to  my 
mind.  I  will  return.  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  much  longer. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  The  Secretary  of  War  states 
in  his  report,  as  one  of  the  causes  for  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  in  the  duartermaster  *s  depart- 
ment, that  there  have  been  great  frauds  committed, 
that  there  hw$  been  great  extravagance,  reckless-  I 


ness,  and  waiH  of  ceonomy  in  that  departmtoC 
He  says: 

**  It  is  probable,  bowevrr,  tint,  in  looie  iast«wc«,iM 
expenditures,  both  of  the  duarteiuuwleff  a«d  Ctmmutn 
departmenUi,  wnny  hare  been  increased  by  uial  idmimMiv 
tiou.  The  trnnsnclions  of  both  the«e  departments  involve 
snch  a  variety  of  details,  and  their  agenbi  are  so  fsr  moored 
from  the  supervision  of  iheir  chlefk,  rtutt  aba«es  may  cii^ 
a  long  tiiiiv  l»eibro  they  are  discovered.  Sverjr  eflbr%  bow- 
ever,  had  been  u«>ed  to  detect  tbe^e  abuses  and  to  wevent 
thchr  recurrence.  Inf«pertors  have  been  sent  to  iiefrontMra 
to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  whkrh  Che  aflWrs  of  tbcnt 
departments  are  adoiiniKtered,  and  a  rigid  seraiiay  iaia 
accounts  has  been  ordered.  I  regret  io  say  that  the  Depiiv 
ment  has  some  reason  to  fear  that  it.4  appreh«n»ioot  on  diia 
•abject  were  not  altogether  withoat  fuondation.'* 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  what 
the  gentleman  has  quoted  shall  be  inserted  io  my 
speech.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  evade  the  rawoii* 
aibility  of  our  position.  We  have  to  defend  these 
people.  The  people  of  Oregon,  New  Mexico, and 
Cahfornia  must  be  defended,  and  we  must  observe 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  and  prevent  these 
predatory  Indians  from  making  incursions  iolo 
the  Republic  of  Mexico.  It  is  our  bounden  duty, 
and  it  should  be  our  pride,  to  nkaintaio  good  faith 
with  all  nations.  But  we  must  not  seek  to  make 
the  defence,  and  at  the  same  time  to  get  rid  of  the 
expenditure.  I  will  return  a  single  moment  to  the 
suDJect  of  the  raising  of  these  mounted  riflemeo. 
I  want  thoroughly  to  vindicate  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  this  matter.  And  I  now  assert,  that  this 
regiment  never  was  in  Oregon  as  a  regiment; 
portions  of  it  were  in  California  from  the  begin- 
ning. If,  then,  the  Secretary  violated  his  duty 
and  disobeyed  the  dictates  of  tlie  law  in  with- 
drawing the  portion  stationed  in  Oregon,  what  is 
to  be  thought  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  were  io 
power  when  the  act  passed,  knew  the  intentions 
of  Congress  npon  the  subject,  and  yet  failed  to 
send  the  regiment  to  its  intended  destination? 
But  I  shall  show  that  the  Secretary  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  for  he 
was  induced  to  withdraw  them  on  the  represen- 
tations of  the  f^elegate  from  Oregon  himself.  In 
the  debates  upon  this  floor,  in  the  last  Congress, 
it  was  stated  that  these  troops  were,  unnecessary 
in  Oregon  and  California.  I  wish  to  vindicate 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  will  go  further,  and 
promise  to  vindicate  him  to  the  fuU  satisfaction  of 
the  House.  I  do  not  want  to  do  it  by  way  of 
sophistical  argument.  I  might  thus*  perhaps,  im- 
pose upon  those  whQ  did  not  pay  strict  attention 
to  tlie  fallacious  reasoning,  but  I  will  vindicate 
him  by  letting  every  gentleman  see  the  fiicts.  I 
will  make  the  act  itself  for  the  raising  the  rei^oit 
of  mounted  riflemen,  vindicate  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  Secretary  of  War,  I  venture  to  as- 
sert, cannot  find  out  from  the  act  that  a  mounted 
regiment  is  to  be  raised  and  stationed  in  Oregon. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  act  has  been  altorether 
misconceived.  But  some  gentlemen  thought  the 
Secretary  should  have  consulted  the  Congression- 
al Globe.  I  will  ask  if  any  gentleman  is  Donod  to 
ransack  the  Congressional  debates  to  ascertain 
what  is  meant  by  any  act  of  Congress?  The  act 
should  interpret  itself.  Do  the  courts  of  justice 
make  examinations  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
in  order  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  ambiguous 
statutes  ?  Does  any  gentleman  quote  the  debates 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates— or  in 
the  circuit  or  district  courts  of  the  United  States? 
No,  sir.  The  debates  have  been  qupted  only  on 
the  stump,  before  the  people.  That  is  the  place 
for  them — before  those  who  make  the  makers  M 
the  laws,  and  not  before  those  who  administer 
the  laws. 

Having  stated  thus  much  b^  preAioe,  I  come  to 

the  act.    The  title  of  the  act  is, 

"  An  Act  to  provide  for  raising  a  regiiDeiit  of  nMMti 
riflemen,  and  (or  establishiog  military  stations  on  the  fooie 
to  Oregon." 

Now,  here  are  two  disUnrct  parts  to  this  title, as 
there  are  two  distinct  parts  to  the  body  of  the  act 
itself,  as  I  shall  show  presently.  It  was  necessary 
that  there  should  be  two  such  parts,  in  order  prop- 
erly to  characterize  the  contents  of  the  bill;  but 
there  is  no  necessary  connection  betweeii  them: 
the  same  bill  might  have  contained  provisions  wt 
riflemen  for  Maine,  or  Texas,  or  any  where,  and 
the  other  for  **  Military  stations  on  the  route  to 
Oregon. "  Such  might  have  been  the  intention  ^ 
Congress;  and  if  our  bills  are  to  be  interpreted 
upon  such  a  principle  as  this,  wa  shall  have  so«* 
strange  adjudications  with  regard  to  many  of  thani; 
for  the  most  incongruQU8»  or  only  seenainpy  eon- 
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piMMis  proTMHMw,  upoD  quita  iadependent  sob- 
jects,  exist  in  the  most  of  them.  A  bill  pnssed  the 
L^irialature  of  Penosylrania  providinfc  lor  the  ap- 
p^iatmeot  of  a  juitiee  of  the  peace,  und  there  was 
also  pat  into  it,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  he- 
^ialature,  a  bill  for  a  railroad,  but  1  never  beard 
u  coQtcfided  that  the  justice  of  the  peace  was  to 
luildit^ 

Now,  this  act  does  not  provide  that  these  troops 
nuiM  be  sent  to  Oreeon.  If  so,  how  long  are  they 
to  remain  there?  1  ask  gemlemen,  when  are  they 
to  be  withdrawn — ^within  a  century  ?  Or  is  it  to  be 
when  the  act  is  repealed  ?  If  the  act  states  simply 
that  they  shall  go  there,  it  must  be  ltd  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
say  when  they  shall  be  withdrawn.  Congress 
could  not  have  the  informattpn  to  declare  when  the 
longer  retention  of  troops  at  a  post  was  unneces- 
sary,  and  they  might  do  fatal  tnjury  to  a  frontier 
people,  by  withdrawing  them  at  an  improper  time, 
thus  exposing  them  to  the  cruelties  and  barbarities 
of  the  Indians. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  fulfill  my  promise,  given 
in  the  banning  of  this  debate,  to  quote  the  whole 
act,  and  to  show  that  there  is  nowhere  in  it  any 
oommand  to  the  Secretary  to  sution  these  mounted 
liifles  in  Oregon,  or  to  continue  them  there.  The 
•et  is  as  follows: 

AJf  ACT  w  proTide  (br  ndrinf  a  refimeBl  of  moontsd  Bi- 
flameo,  and  for  ealaMinhiiig  militsry  stationa  on  the  route 
to  Oregon. 

B€  it  enacted  by  tke  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repreienta- 

tires  of  tke  United  States  of  Jtmerica  in  Congress  cusem- 

Uet,  Tbst  ttiere  fhall  be  raiaed  one  reainient  of  mounted 

iMamen,  m  be  compoaed  and  orsaniaed  aa  (bllowii,  to  wit : 

Oaa  coJnael,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  m^r,  one  quar- 

t^rauttter  Mrgi^aiif,  and  two  chief  buglere,  one  adjutant, 

wbo  Fhall  be  a  fleutenant,  one  sergeant  majori  one  chief 

aiosicjmn,  asd  ten  companiea:  each  company  aball  con- 

a«t  of  <Nic  captain,  one  Arat  lieutenant,  oa^  second  liejuten- 

ant,  (exclMe^iva  of  the  adjutant  lieoteuant,)  four  sergeants, 

luur  corporali!,  two  buglfnf ,  one  fhrrier,  one  blacksmith,  and 

aixty-four  privates. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  fnrther  enacted^  That  the  olHcera, 
aoo-coaualMioiK^d  oAcera,  mi£iicians,  and  privates  shall 
ke  etoitlnd  to  the  same  pay  and  emolument^  an  are  allowed 
to  dragoona.  and  that  the  fkrriemnd  blacksmith  shall  re- 
edve  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  allowed  to  an 
imllccr  of  aitUlcTy. 

Sac.  3.  wfnd  ie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  regi- 
ment of  riflemen  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  shall  be  recruited  in  tlie  same  manner  as  other 
(roopa  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the 
nate  conditions  asd  lioiilations ;  and  the  officers,  non- 
cocnaiissiooed  ofRcers,  niusiciaus,  prtvatea,  blacksmiths, 
ud  farriers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pmvinons  for 
VAunda  and  dixabilities,  and  the  same  provisions  for 
widoars  and  children,  and  the  same  allowances  and  bene- 
fits, in  every  respect,  aa  are  allowed  to  other  tmopa  com- 
po«(ing  the  Anny  of  the  United  Statea. 

8kc.  4.  Jlndhe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  non-com- 
Biadoned  nfflccrs,  musicians,  and  privates  of  said  regi- 
MBt,  avben  employed  in  constructing  fbrtiflcations,  making 
•arv«-y#,  cutting  roads,  or  perfbmung  other  labor,  ahall 
be  allowed  fifteen  cents  per  day  each,  with  a  commutation 
in  money  for  the  extra  spirit  ration,  as  provided  by  the  act 
of  the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
■iactcen,  entitled  *<  An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the  army 
wben  on  faligneduty. 

Sec.  S.  •^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 
Kventy-six  thousand  live  hundred  dollars,  for  mounting  and 
equipping  said  regiment,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  appro- 
pnabnl,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
oiherwiae  aippropriated. 

Sac.  6.  'And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
eteding  three  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Tre&Miry  not  otherwise  appropriattd,  be,  and  the  same 
kereby  is  a|^>roprtated,  to  defray  the  expensea  of  each  mil- 
iivy  station  or  defence  which  the  President  may  deem  ne- 
eei>sary  on  the  line  of  communication  with  Oregon,  and  a 
nm  not  exceeding  two  thimsand  dollars  for  making  com- 
peesalion  to  the  Indian  tribes  which  may  own  or  possess 
it>e  gromul  oa  which  the  said  station  may  be  erected,  and  for 
each  station. 

Apraorao,  May  19, 1846. 

It4hus  appears  that  in  the  whole  act,  the  word 
'* Oregon**  appears  only  in  the  sixth  section,  and 
in  the  preamble,  which  is  a  reference  to  that  sec- 
tion. And  what  does  the  sixth  section  provide? 
Vhy,  that  $3,000  be  appropriated  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  each  military  station  on  the  line  of 
coromuaication  with  Orei^n. 

Well,  such  stations  have  been  provided,  and  I 
Qow  desire  anybody  tg  tell  me  whereabouts  in  this 
•ectton  it  appears  UuU  Uu  mounted  r\flu  ^^  to  be 
mU  to  Oregoiit  and  not  to  be  toUkdrawn  from  that 
Territory.  There  is  no  syllable  of  such  ap  ex- 
pression;  there  Lb  nothing,  absolutely  nothing  in 
the  whole  act,  preamble  and  all,  to  point  out  to  the 
present  Secretary  of  War  that  he  must  not  with- 
oiBW  the  mounted  troops  from  Oregon  without  the 
consent  and  direction  of  Congress.  And  now  1 
•bould  like  anv  gentleman  to  show  me  any  part 
of  tilts  act  which  requires  the  troops  to  go  to 
Oregon  and  not  be  withdrawn,  or  which  points 


,  out  definitely  or  indefiniteiy  any  intention  of  Con- 

^  gress  upon  the  subject.   Tnere  is  not  a  word  from 

beginning  to   end,  notwithstanding  the   assault 

which  lias  been  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 

that  he  was  derelict  to  his  duty. 

1  trust  that  1  have  justified  his  course.  But  we 
have  heard  here  to-day  some  very  high  pretensions 
and  elevated  notions  wi^i  regard  to  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  Why,  when  1  first  came  to  Con- 
gress, it  was  contentied  by  the  party  now  having 
a  majority  in  this  House,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  conqueror  of  a  foreign  nation, 
had  a  right  to  give  laws  to  the  conquered.  That 
was  the  doctrine  when  I  came  here.  I  am  glad 
that  better  opinions  and  principles  at  least  begin 
to  prevail.  And  now  1  repeat,  that  with  all  the 
vague  declamation  which  has  been  poured  out 
upon  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  not  observing  the  direction 
of  the  Congress  upon  this  subject,  an  entire  mis- 
conception has  spruiig  up  in  regard  to  it.  The 
act  has  been  misconceived.  It  does  not  direct  at 
all  what  it  has  been  supposed  to  direct,  as  any  one 
will  find  out  if  he  will  examine  it.  If  the  act  did 
direct  troops  to  be  tent  to  a  certain  post,  there  is 
no  question  that  the  President  of  the  UuitcMi 
States,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  or  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  the  right  to  withdraw  the 
troops,  if  it  became  necessary  so  to  do.  They 
could  not  be  there  forever.  And  if  no  such  power 
existed,  then  an  enemy  mizht  cut  ofi*,  or  destroy 
forces  so  unhappily  situated. 

Well,  the  Secretary  did  withdraw  the  troops,  not 
being  compelled  by  the  act  to  retain  them  at  that 
post;  and  ne  did  it  upon  the  representation  of  those 
who  were  well  informed,  or  who  professed  to  be 
well  informed.  Now  a  word  as  to  the  military  ca- 
pacity of  the  Secretary  of  War.  1  believe,  since 
ne  has  been  in  the  administration  of  that  Depart- 
ment, that  he  has  given  to  it  his  careful  study,  and 
has  devoted  his  time  to  it;  so  that  he  has  become 
exceedingly  well  acquainted  upon  all  the  points  con- 
nected with  military  afikirs.  I  believe  he  has  per- 
formed his  full  duty  to  the  Department  in  this  re- 
spect; and  thoueb  1  know  he  is  not  a  military  man 
by  profession,  that  he  was  an  eminent  civilian  and 
lawyer,  before  he  came  to  Washington,  having  an 
extensive  practice  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  yet 
I  know  he  has  capacity,  as  far  as  the  elements  of 
the  military  art  are  concerned,  and,  I  believe,  he 
has  bv  industry,  by  study,  and  by  reflection,  fully 
(|ualified  himself  for  the  post  he  occupies.  What 
is  the  assault  made  upon  him?  It  is,  that  he  had 
substituted  infantry  for  mounted  riflemen;  and 
when  you  get  to  the  facts,  it  was  by  the  express 
request  of  the  former  Delegate  from  Oregon,  that 
the  substitution  was  made.  That  Relegate  came 
forward  and  stated,  that  mounted  riflemen  were 
unstlited  to  the  Oregon  country,  which  was  an 
abrupt,  broken,  and  mountainous  region — that  the 
Indians  could  escape  with  the  greatest  ease  and 
facility  from  such  a  character  of  force.  He  stated , 
that  while  mounted  rifles  might  be  very  proper 
upon  the  plains  of  Texas  and  the  great  prairies  of 
the  West,  yet  in  a  country  totally  different  in  all 
its  physical  configurations,  it  would  be  improper 
to  employ  that  kind  of  troops;  and  the  Secretary 
is  now  assailed  for  listening  to  the  advice  of  the 
Delegate.  Su  ppose  the  Secretary  had  said ,  I  know 
more  about  Oregon  than  you  do;  I  shall  continue 
the  mounted  troops.  And  suppose  he  had  con- 
tinued them,  and  that  on  account  of  that  contin- 
uance massacres  had  taken  place,  and  innocent 
people  had  been  driven  from  their  homes  for  the 
want  of  foot  soldiers  or'  infantry,  who  were  ne- 
cessary to  their  protection.  Why  what  reproaches 
would  have  been  poured  upon  his  head,  and  how 
justly  he  would  have  been  subjected  to  the  indig- 
nation of  the  whole  country ! 

Mr.  LANE.  Did  the  Secretary  of  War  send 
the  infantry  there  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  think  he  did,  but  I  am  not 
now  prepared  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  LANE.    No  such  thing  has  been  done. 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  the  gentleman  is  certain  about 
it,  I  will  give  it  up  at  once.  It  is  of  no  import- 
ance to  the  question  under  discussion.  The  Del- 
o^te  from  6regon  [Mr.  Thurston]  stated,  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  by  my  side,  heard 
htm,  that  the  people  of  Oregon  did  not  want  any 
troops  there,  if  tne  Gk>vemment  would  pay  them 
for  defending  themselves — that  they  could  take 
care  of  themselves,  if  furnished  with  a  tithe  of  the 
money  troops  wottld  cost.    Now,  that  is  a  good 


rehson  for  not  sending  the  infantry,  tf  one  is 
wanted.  The  Delegate  from  Oreeon,  representing 
that  Territory,  must  be  presumed  to  know  what 
the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  are;  and  if  the  Government  here,  io 
<|  pursuance  of  those  interests  and  wishes,  followed 
them  out,  ought  it  now  to  be  denounced  by  the 
succeeding  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
for  having  done  just  what'it  was  requested  to  do? 
I  tiiink  the  Adimnistration  showed  a  great  willing- 
ness to  do  everything  for  Or^on.  I  know  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  consulted  with  the 
War  Department.  I  also  felt  myself  a  profound 
interest  in  that  country.  I  consider  that  the  peo- 
ple went  there  when  there  was  but  little  to  attract 
them.  1  felt  that  they  had  gone  to  a  Territory, 
where  they  could  have  but  a  doubtful  title  to  their 
lands,  and  where  they  must  live  in  constant  dan- 
ger of  attack  from  hostile  bands  of  Indians,  who 
were  upon  their  paths  everywhere.  They  had  to 
scale  the  lofty  summits  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
covered  with  eternal  snow,  and  then  descend  into 
the  valley  of  the  Columbia,  and  enter  a  Territory 
little  known,  and  unfriendly  to  their  occupation. 
I  believe  that  we  have  but  a  feeble  conception  of  the 
sulferings  of  many  of  them.  When  I  was  on  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  in  the  first  session  of 
the  Thirtieth  Congress,  I  advocated  in  committee 
a  bill,  by  which  was  given  to  every  settler  in  Oregon 
double  the  amount  of  land  they  now  receive  as  a 
gratuity,  and  extendiiig  the  benefits  to  settlers  who 
should  settle  in  that  Territory  by  the  year  1853. 
The  committee  reduced  the  proposition  one  half, 
and  the  bill  passed  at  the  hist  session  of  Conp'e»9 
in  the  form  m  which  it  had  been  presentedpre- 
viously.  1  only  noention  this  to  show  that  I  have 
uniformly  felt  a  kindness  towards  the  people  of 
tliat  Territory.  That  kindness  was  not  discon- 
tinued when  1  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afifairs.  The  last  session  we  brought 
before  the  House  a  bill  to  pay  $100,000  to  the 
people  of  Oregon  for  the  war  with  the  Cayuse  In- 
diana. The  Territory  was  at  a  remote  distance, 
and  we  had  neither  accounts  or  vouchers  before 
us.  But  we  were  still  willing  to  be  animated  by 
the  same  spirit,  and  I  must  say  that  the  War  De- 
partment snowed  kindness  and  liberality  towards 
the  people  of  that  Territory,  and  never  refused  to 
give  them  protection.  That  Department  followed 
the  advice  of  the  Delegate  from  Opegon  upon  all 
proper  occasions,  and  listened  to  him  with  consid- 
eration. Is  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  denounced 
for  such  conduct  now  ?  Does  not  the  generous 
heart  of  every  man  revolt  from  the  injustice  of 
such  a  proceeding  as  that?  1  trust  that  I  have 
vindicated  sufiiciently  the  course  of  the  Secretary 
in  this  matter.  There  are  many  other  facts  to 
which  I  might  refer.  I  desire  gentlemen,  who  do 
not  think  Sie  Secretary  has  done  exactly  right, 
and  who  may  think  1  have  made  mistakes  in  these 
remarks,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  what 
I  have  here  stated,  i  shall  move  no  previous 
question.  There  are  characters  to  defend — there 
are  reputations  at  stake,  and  they  must  be  vindi- 
cated. If  it  is  necessary  to  have  mounted  riflemen 
in  Oregon,  my  word  for  it,  as  an  honest  man,  you 
must  raise  them.  If  you  raise  them,  you  must 
make  an  appropriation  for  them.  Do  you  pro- 
pose to  observe  the  treaty  with  Mexico?  If  so, 
troops  may  be  required,  and  if  troops,  then  mon- 
ey. But  there  is  one  branch  of  the  subiect  to 
which  I  wish  to  advert  for  a  moment.  I  have 
been  two  or  three  years  upon  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  so  that  I  think  I  shall  not  be 
guilty  of  great  presumption,  if  I  should  attempt  to 
say  a  few  words  about  the  posting  of  these  troops 
in  Oregon.  It  would  not  oe  safe,  nay  it  wotild 
be  presumptuous  for  the  House  to  undertake  to 
specify  the  stations  and  positions  of  troops.  I  am 
tfpeaking  of  the  presumption  of  the  House  as  a 
body,  and  not  of  any  single  individual.  Why, 
you  might  place  them  in  the  most  unfortunate  po- 
sitions, in  which  they  would  meet  Mrith  certain 
disaster  and  overwhelming  defeat,  or  in  which  they 
might  be  unable  to  get  supplies,  and  therefore  the 
House  never  has  attempted  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind. 

I  have  no  objection  to  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  President  for  any  information,  with  regard  to 
these  mounted  rifles.  That  regiment  has  now 
been  called  home,  its  horses  have  been  sold  in 
Oregon,  and  a  great  many  of  the  soldiers  have 
deserted,  and  gone  to  the  gold  mines  of  California. 
The  regiment  nad  become  a  skeleton  regiment,  «nd 
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it  was  found  necessary  to  add  new  men  to  it. 
Those  men  are  now  being  enlisted,  and  when  en- 
listed, it  is  proposed  to  send  that  regiment  of 
mounted  rifles  to  Texas.  And  if  you  send  them 
to  Or^on,  you  will  have  to  raise  another  troop 
for  Texas. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  thanks 
to  the  House  for  the  kindness  with  which  they 
have  heard  me,  and  to  apologize  for  having  tres- 
passed so  lon^  upon  their  time.  My  sole  object 
has  been  to  vindicate  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
has  acted,  I  believe,  in  this  whole  matter,  honestly 
and  fairly,  without  transcending  his  duty,  ana, 
moreover,  with  ability  and  singleness  of  purpose. 

Mr.  STUART.  1  Would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon,  whether  he  intends  to  press 
tliis  vote?  Because  if  he  does,  1  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  motives  which  will  govern  my 
action;  otherwise  I  do  not  intend  to  say  anything. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  have  just  had  an  interview  with 
tlie  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  this  matter.  I 
should  like  to  have  the  attention  of  the  House, 
while  I  give  my  views  jivith  reference  to  this  rifle 
regiment  and  the  movement  of  it,  and  then  I  am 
willing  that  the  vote  shall  be  reconsidered  and  the 
resolution  laid  on  the  table  or  withdrawn,  for  I 
have  the  assurance  of  the  Secretary  of  Wwr^  that 
troops  shall  be  posted  upon  the  route  this  season 
in  sufficient  time  to  edHTora  protection  to  the  people 
bound  to  Oregon. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  ray 
object  in  rising  was  to  state  my  views  very  briefly^ 
in  regard  to  me  power  of  this  House  over  this 
matter,  and  the  power  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States.  But  learning  from  the  Delegate 
from  Oregon  that  he  has  received  assurances  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  which  induce  him  not  to 
press  the  question,  and  being  at  all  times  unwilling 
unnecessarily  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  will  yield  uie  floor  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
planation, and  refrain  from  making  any  remarks 
myself. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  have  not  intended  at  any  time 
to  thrust  my  opinion  on  military  matters  upon  the 
House,  or  to  claim  anything  for  the  little  military 
service  I  have  seen,  and  the  Httle  experience  I  have 
had  in  the  service  of  my  country.  I  never  have 
said  upon  any  occasion,  nor  do  I  mean  to  say  in 
this  House,  that  my  opinions  are  entitled  to  resnect 
because  I  have  seen  a  little  service  in  a  war  wliicb 
I  did  re^rd,  and  do  yet  regard,  as  a  just  war  and 
one  which  every  American  citizen  should  have 
supported  Mrith  heart  and  hand.  There  should 
have  been  but  one  feeling  in  this  country  when  we 
were  engaged  in  that  war.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, there  were  two;  but  I  do  hope  that  if  this 
country  shall  ever  again  be  involvea  in  war,  there 
will  be  but  one  opinion,  and  tl^t,  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  American  citizen  to  take  the  part  of  his 
country,  and  never  to  sympathize  with  her  ene- 
mies. It  would  have  been  well  for  the  opponents 
of  the  Mexican  war  if  they  had  utterecl  fewer 
words  in  opposition  to  it  than  some  of  them  did. 

Now,  sir,  out  of  that  war  has  grown  an  exten- 
sion of  this  country;  it  has  given  us  an  extended 
frontier  which  is  entitled  to  protection.  Oreeon 
is  a  large  piece  of  territory  aside  from  the  addi- 
tional extension  of  our  country.  It  embraces  from 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific 
ocean — a  thousand  miles  in  extent  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  from  the  forty-second  to  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  in  the  other.  In  that  Territory  there  are 
no  troops.    There  are  the  remnants  of  two  com- 

Eanies  of  artillery,  but  an  infantry  soldier  has  never 
een  ordered  to  that  Territory. 
The  rifle  regiment  was  clearly  and  distinctly 
raised  for  that  service.  President  Polk  recom- 
mended the  raising  of  the  regiment  to  be  stationed 
on  the  route  to  Oregon  for  the  protection  of  emi- 
grants bound  for  that  Territory,  and  in  pursuance 
of  that  recommendation,  Congress  authorized  the 
raising  of  the  regiment.  It  wns  rais^,  but  this 
was  unfortunately  during  the  Mexican  war,  and 
under  the  emergency  of  the  occasion  had  to  be 
sent  to  Mexico,  and  tnere  served  till  the  conclusion 
of  that  war.  When  it  returned,  Mr.  Polk  very 
justly  thought  they  were,  in  common  with  other 
new  regiments,  entitled  to  a  discharge,  and  so 
many  of  them  as  desired  it  were  discharged.  The 
skeleton  remaining  was  filled  up  by  recruits,  as  1 
stated  yesterday,  on  the  express  condition  that 
they  were  to  be  employed  in  this  Oregon  service. 
.  It  was  sent  to  Oregon  after  being  thus  filled  up, 
bu&  only  svtfered  ta  rcnuUn  there  some  eighteen 


months,  till  about  April  of  last  year.  It  is  of  this 
withdrawal  that  I  complain,  and  I  think  justly; 
for  while  they  were  there  we  had  peace,  uninter- 
rupted peace,  and  as  soon  as  they  left  us,  the  cruel 
butchery  of  our  people  commenced. 

Now,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  promise  '< 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to-day  will  be  car-  ' 
ried  out  in  good  faith,  and   that  troops  will  be  , 
placed  upon  the  route  in  time  for  the  emigration  ; 
to  Oregon  this  season.    But  look  at  the  economy; 
look  at  the  principle;  look  at  the  system  of  polittcfll 
economy  of  the  Administration  so  lauded  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland .    I  am  a  thousand  times 
obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  his  kindness  towards 
Oregon  in  the  last  Congress,  and  1  have  no  doubt 
that  I  shall  often  have  occasion  to  thank  him  for 
his  kindness  towards  Oregon  in  this  Congress. 
Oregon  needs  much.    She  ntis  no  vote  here.    She 
can  only  ask  others  to  give  her  what  she  wants, 
and  I  pledge  my  word  that  I  will  ask  for  nothing 
in  her  behalf  that  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  her 
welfare,  and  to  which  she  is  not  justly  entitled. 

Now,  this  regiment  of  mounted  rifles  was  or- 
dered to  Oregon;  it  was  then  ordered  back  again; 
and  now  it  is  necessary  to  send  out  another  force 
there.  That  is  a  beautiful  system  of  economy ! 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  seems  to  think  that 
the  Administration  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
this  system  of  moving  and  counter-moving,  and 
marching  and  counter-marching  troops.  But  is  it 
good  economy  or  good  policy  to  march  troops  to 
Oregon  and  march  them  back  again,  white  they 
were  subserving  the  very  purpose  intended  by 
Congress  in  authorizing  the  raising  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  then  march  out  more  troops  ?  Yet  that 
seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Administration. 

The  former  Delegate  from  Oregon  [Mr.  Thurs- 
ton] may  have  said  that  this  rifle  regiment  was 
not  needed  there.  I  have  great  respect  for  that 
gentleman's  memory,  and  for  his  intelligence.  He 
has  now  passed  away;  but  if  he  made  such  a  state-  j 
ment  as  tnat,  he  certainly  was  not  consulting  the 
interests  of  that  Territory,  and  how  he  could  nave 
said  such  a  thing,  I  cannot  conceive.  While  it 
may  be  true  that  the  troops  were  not  needed  in  the 
BtttUmenU,  they  were  certainly  needed  on  the  emi- 
grant route,  from  Independence  to  the  waters  of 
the  Columbia,  and  on  the  route  from  Oregon  to 
California. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 
said  toHlay,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  that  he 
did  not  know  why  the  troops  should  be  posted  at 
the  points  indicated  in  this  resolution.  I  will  now 
explain  to  the  gentleman,  why  it  is  necessary  that 
they  should  be  so  arranged.  The  gentleman  will 
recollect  that  there  are  two  great  roads,  one  leading 
from  St.  Joseph,  in  Missouri,  via  Fort  Hall,  to 
the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia  river;  the  other  from 
Oregon  City  to  Calfomia. 

This  latter  roa4  passes  through  the  Rogue  River 
Valley,  which  is  near  the  dividing  line  between 
Oregon  and  California,  and  runs  through  a  country 
where  there  are  no  white  settlements  at  all,  but 
which  is  inhabited  by  as  warlike  and  ferocious 
Indians,  as  any  of  our  North  American  tribes,  and 
they  have  succeeded  in  ambuscading  the  road  and 
cutting  oflfnumerous  parties  of  our  citizens  passing 
to  and  from  Oregon  and  California. 

The  interests  of  Cahfornia  and  Oregon  are  iden- 
tical; they  never  can  be  separated;  lying  upon  the  ' 
western  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  they  form  ; 
an  important  portion  of  tnis  country,  and  every- 
thing should  be  done,  that  can  be  consistently 
done  by  Congress  and  the  Administration,  to  afford 
to  them  everything  that  they  need,  or  at  least  to 
protect  those  who  are  moving  there.  This  rifle 
regiment,  I  repeal,  ought  never  to  have  been  or- 
dered to  Texas,  for  their  service  belongs  to  Ore- 
gon. We  ought  to  have  troops  sufficient  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  who  go  to  Oregon,  and  I 
nave  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  so,  as  I  rely  upon 
the  assurances  of  the  Secretary. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.] 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question  as  to  the  character  of  the  Indians  in  Ore-' 
gon,  as  to  whether  they  are  warlike  or  not,  and 
whether  they  have  lately  been  making  war  upon 
the  citizens  of  that  Territory  ?  I  want  to  know 
how  many  troops  will  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  Territory,  and  whether  the  inhaoitants 
are  not  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  what 
the  probable  cost  of  those  troops  would  be?  If 
the  gentleman  desires  to  pursue  another  train  of 


argument,  however,  I  will  not  insist  on  hb  so- 
swering  them  now.  But  I  desire  to  have  them 
answered. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  prefer  to  go  on  with  the  branch 
of  the  subject  I  was  elucidating  a  little  further, 
and^hen  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's  questioni. 
I  remarked  that  the  interests  of  Orc^n  and  Cali- 
fornia were  identical.  Oregon,  to  some  extent,  is 
a  gold-producing  country,  Imt  it  is  not  so  uniform- 
ly diffused  over  it  as  in  California.  But  she  hw 
within  her  borders  what  is  more  valuable,  a  soil  of 
inexhaustible  fertility,  finely  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  everything  that  is  needed  for  the  subsistence  of 
man;  and  is  now  in  part  supplyinr,  and  inuai 
eventually  furnish,  California  with  all  agricultaral 
productions  needed.  Hence  the  great  road  leading 
from  one  country  to  the  other  dentands  imperi- 
ously your  protection .  Now,  we  desire  that  there 
shall  be  a  garrison  stationed  somewhere  in  the 
Rogue  River  Valley,  through  which  thit  road 
passes;  for  we  must  pass  through  that  valley  ob 
the  route  from  pregon  to  California.  We  alto 
ask  that  a  garrison  shall  be  placed  upon  the  other 
road,  in  the  Snake  river  country,  somewhere  be- 
tween Fort  Hall  and  the  Grand  Ronde. 

I  will  now  answer  the  interrogatories  of  the  g^ 
tleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans.]  There  are 
about  sixty  tribes  of  Indians  in  Oregon.  There 
are  about  nve  times  as  many  Indians  as  whites  io 
the  Territory.  The  tribes  near  the  dettlements  are 
in  general  friendly  disposed,  and  an  easy  peojAt 
to  govern.  We  have  no  reason  to  fear  any  diffi- 
culty from  them.  But  the  Indians  on  tlie  road 
from  Oregon  to  California  are,  as  I  said  before,  u 
fierce  and  warlike  as  any  on  the  face  of  the  slobe, 
and  they  are  as  capable  of  conducting  war.  Major 
Kearney — and  every  ^entlenian  here  knows  that 
we  have  no  ofiicer  in  the  Army  who  stands  higfacf 
for  courage;  he  is  the  oflUcerwho  gallantly  carried 
the  gales  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  a  shattered 
and  disabled  arm  dangling  at  his  side — yet  thit 
ofiicer,  with  the  intrepid  Walker,and  a  small  force 
of  as  good  troops  as  ever  drew  sabre,  declined  oo 
one  occasion  to  ^ive  them  battle  till  he  was  rein- 
forced. The  Indians  were  well  mounted, and  weti 
armed,  and  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  strong. 

Now  when  sqch  Indians  as  those  infest  the  great 
highway  from  Oregon  to  California,  can  it  be  ex- 
pected tnat  without  a  garrison  and  without  troops 
our  people  are  safe  in  passing  from  one  country  to 
another?  Sir,  within  the  last  few  years  rowy 
parties  passing  this  road  have  been  attacked,  and 
many  of  them  murdered  and  their  property  de- 
stroyed. 

They  have  thus  been  elated  by  success  and  haie 
^rown  bold,  and  are  growing  bolder  still,  and  noth- 
ing will  keep  them  m  subjection  but  troops  gar- 
risoned there.  Now  the  same  may  be  said  as  to 
the  other,  the  emigrant  road  between  Fort  Hall 
and  the  Dalles  of  the  Columbia  river.  Depreda- 
tions have  been  committed  on  tha^  road  of  such  a 
savage  and  cruel  and  barbarous  nature,  that  I  will 
not  ask  this  House  to  listen  to  their  recital;  they 
are  too  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  our  nature. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  young  ladies  have  fallen  into  their 
hands,  and  whole  families  have  been  destroyed. 
Under  the  inducements  which  have  been  held  <Hit 
by  Congress,  many  of  our  people  have  aUempted 
to  emigrate,  and  fallen  upon  the  way.  That  fron- 
tier cannot  be  protected  unless  the  Govcmmepi 
takes  the  matter  into  its  own  hands.  It  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  few  thousands  of  people  in  that 
Territory  to  protect  a  frontier  of  some  seven  hun- 
dred miles.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  fumwh 
sufficient  force  to  subdue  those  Indians.  I  oo  not 
exaggerate  when  I  say,  that  many  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  property  have  there  falles  into 
the  hands  of  the  Shoshone  or  Snake  Indiane.  I 
do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say,  that  many  lives  hare 
been  taken,  that  many  men,  women,  and  childnj 
have  been  murdered  in  the  most  shocking  and 
horrible  manner.  Now,  was  it  just  to  the  emi- 
grants to  that  country — i^is  it  right,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  have  ordered  that  regiment  from 
that  country,  and  thus  leave  it  open  to  these  saTage 
depredators  ?  I  must  confess  that  I  did  not  exp^^ 
to  see  my  friend  from  Texas  [Mr.  HowasdJ  i«J* 
the  position  which  he  assumed  yesterday.  1  "W 
not  expect  that  a  gentleman  representing  any  por- 
tion of  a  State  so  chivalrous  as  Texas--a  State  so 
prompt  in  doing  her  duty  in  defending  berseir  ana 
the  country— should  ask  t-he  services  of  this  r^- 
ment,  and  that  Oregon  should  bs  deprived  oi  an 
protection. 
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Mr.  HOWARD.  If  the  ^eaUeman  will  allow 
me,  I  have  made  no  such  request.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  that  Oregon  shall  be  defended,  and  that  the 
Government  shall  send  troops  there  for  her  de- 
fence. What  I  said  was,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  stated  that  these  troops  were  not  the  oest 
for  Oregon.  He  says  now  that  the  reports  will 
show, that  the  mounted  men  in  Oregon  have  not 
rendered  service  at  all  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
l>eDse  which  the  country  has  been  put  to  in  rela- 
tion to  this  character  of  troops,  and  tnat  foot  forces 
are  still  the  best  for  that  Territory.  But  this  r^- 
ueDt,  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  states, 
after  being  in  a  great  degree  disbanded  in  Ore- 
gon, the  troops  having  deserted  so  that  there  was 
bat  a  mere  skeleton  lefl,  who,  with  the  officers, 
brought  home  the  horsM  that  were  not  sold,  at  a 
large  expense,  and  were  posted  in  Texas.  Now, 
I  ¥nuit  to  know  where  is  the  reason  for  sending 
them  back  ?  If  mounted  forces  are  necessary  there, 
then  give  them  an  independent  mounted  force — 
give  tnem  another  re^ment.  But,  sir,  1  will  come 
to  a  compromise  with  tlie  honorable  gentleman 
ftom  Oregon.  If  he  will  give  us  in  Texas,  for 
three  years,  those  mounted  rangers,  he  may  then 
take  back  the  troops;  he  may  have  them  re-trans- 
ported to  Oregon. 

But  1  think  the  Department  have  taken  the 
ground  which  they  have  taken  in  relation  to  this 
matter  wisely,  and  for  this  reason:  The  population 
of  Or^on  and  of  California  is  composed  prmcipally 
of  young  men  without  families,  and,  or  course,  a 
population  of  this  description  is  much  more  com- 
petent to  defend  itself,  than  one  composed  of  per- 
sons who  have  settled  with  their  families — ^with 
women  and  children,  as  is  the  case  in  Texas.  If 
the  present  army  cannot  defend  the  frontier  of  that 
country,  by  caUing  for  volunteers,  a  population 
composed  chiefly  of  young  men  is  certainly  much 
better  adapted  to  de^nd  themselves,  than  such  a 
population  as  exists  in  Texas.  We  all  know  that 
the  fix>ntiers  of  Texas  have  ever  since  annexation, 
been  depredated  upon,  more  or  less,  by  hostile  In- 
dians. We  know  that  for  the  last  three  years  the 
frontiers  of  Mexico  have  been  depredated  upon  by 
(he  Indians,  now  resident  in  the  United  States; 
and  that  no  efficient  or  fair  means  have  been  taken 
Co  carry  out  that  treaty;  and  that  this  regiment 
has  been  brought  there,  not  only  to  protect  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  but  to  protect  and 
carry,  out  the  treaty  stipulations  whicn  you  have 
obligated  yourselves  to  carry  out  with  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico.  And  more  than  that;  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  position,  that  men 
going  to  a  country  must  be  protected,  but  that  men 
who  are  settled  m  a  country  with  their  families, 
and  liable  to  like  depredations,  shall  not  be  pro- 
tected. 

Mr.  LANE.  The  gentleman  from  Texas  is  as 
much  at  fault  in  his  assertions,  as  was  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks.J  This  re- 
mt  was  not  ordered  from  California,  but  from 
on. 

HOWARD,    I  had  my  authority  from  the 
Secretary  of  War.    They  are  part  in  Oregon ,  and 

gu-t  in   California;  indeed,  the  headquarters  of 
eneral  Smith  war  at  San  Francisco. 
Mr.  LANE.    But  none  of  the  rifles  were  there. 
Mr.  HOWARD.    That  is  not  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  LANE.  Now  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 's 
argument  as  to  their  being  relatively  more  voting 
and  unmarried  men  in  Oregon  than  in  Texas, 
let  me  assure  him  that  he  is  egregiously  at  fkult. 
Congress,  you  know,  sir,  has  enacted  a  law  do- 
nating to  all  emigrants  who  would  take  a  claim 
in  that  country,  and  cultivate  it  for  four  years,  as 
follows:  to  a  married  man  320  acres,  one-half  in 
bis  own  ri^t,  and  one  half  in  her  own  right;  to 
an  anmarded  man  160  acres,  and  to  his  wife 
160  more  in  her  own  name,  if  he  marries  in  twelve 
months  after  locating  his  claim;  the  consequence 
is,  sir,  we  have  few  ullmarried  men  or  women  in 
<mr  eouDtry;  the  ladies,  always  quick  to  dis- 
cover their  interests,  and  prompt  to  avail  them- 
selves of  any  opportunity  to  promote  it,  have  not 
only  all  wedded  who  were  there,  but  many  more 
have  gone  there  and  married,  and  have  husbands 
•od  lands  both,  so  that  thegentleman  must  discover 
that  if  fighting  men  cannot  be  obtained  except 
they  are  uQmarrie4,  no  country  is  more  destitute 
of  them  than  Oregon. 

There  are  some  troops  in  California,  but  not 
Bort  than  ave  needed  thare,  and  mdaed  not  aa 


many.  California  is  as  much  exposed  as  any 
country  possibly  can  be,  from  the  locality  of  the 
country,  from  its  formation,  and  from  its  many 
scattered  valleys.  Its  immense  amount  of  gold  in- 
duces the  people  to  wander  all  over  the  country, 
and  for  that  reason  they  are  exposed  more  than 
they  otherwise  would  foe. 

Now,  I  am  going  to  state  simply,  that  the  troops 
in  Oregon  consist  of  not  more  than  forty  to  ninety 
men.  They  are  artillery  troops  occupying  gar- 
risons, or  something  like  garrisons,  upon  the  sea- 
coast.  A  few  of  them  are  at  Fort  Stilacoon,  on 
Puget  Sound,  and  a  few  of  them  at  Columbia  bar- 
racks. None  of  them  can  be  used  in  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  that  country.  Now,  I  repeat, 
the  Secretary  of  War  has  told  me  to-day,  that  for 
the  protection  of  the  emigrants  bound  to  Oregon, 
he  will  cause  troops  to  march  out,  to  be  there  in 
time  for  this  year's  emigration.  That  will  satisfy 
me  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  snd  it  will  satisfy 
the  emigrants,  and  insure  their  protection,  if  the 
troops  are  kept  upon  the  road.  There  is  one  other 
route  which  the  Secretary  should  place  troops 
upon,  and  that  is  the  great  road  leading  from  Ore- 
gon to  California,  aira  then  we  should  have  the 
protection  which  the  people  absolutely  require. 

I  have  said  nothing  about  the  ri^ht  of  this  House 
to  request  the  President,  for  this  resolution  was 
nothing  more  than  a  request,  or  if  you  please,  a 
petition.  Whenever  the  day  arrives  when  this 
House  cannot,  or  dare  not,  or  will  not,  for  some 
imaginary  reason,  say  that  they  have  no  right  to 
respectfully  ask  and  reque^  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  afford  protection  to  our  frontiers, 
then  I  will  be  prepared  to  say  we  do  not  enjoy  the 
liberties  which  I  heretofore  have  supposed,  and 
still  believe  we  enjoy.  W  hen  has  the  time  arrived 
in  which  it  is  improper  to  do  so? 

I  hope  I  need  not  add,  that  1  am  as  Ailly  aware 
as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  tliis  House 
has  no  power  to  command  the  President  to  do  any- 
thing in  the  premises;  my  object  was  not  to  com- 
mand him;  and  it  is  passing  strange  to  me  that 
gentlemen  will  insist  that  it  is  designed  to  be  so. 
My  object  was  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  sense 
of  this  oody  upon  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
protection  to  the  people  I  represent,  which  I  think 
is  their  due,  not  aoubting  that  the  President  would 
give  such  respectful  consideration  to  such  expres- 
sion as  is  due  to  such  a  high  source.  I  also  desired 
to  bring  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  country 
at  large,  and  my  constituents  in  particular.  Why, 
sir,  this  is  certainly  a  novel  idea,  that  this  House 
has  no  right,  by  abstract  resolution,  if  you  please, 
to  indicate  its  sense  of  any  Executive  proceeding, 
or  what  ought  to  be  Executive  action.  Sir,  your 
Journals,  through  the  whole  historji  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, igre  full  of  such  precedents,  and  espe- 
cially has  this  been  the  habit  of  the  party  now  in 
power.  While  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to 
remark,  that,  although  no  lawjrer,  vet  I  think  I 
rightly,  understand  the  constitutional  obligations 
resting  upon  the  President  and  upon  the  Congress. 
It  is  for  Congress  to  make  the  taws,  and  for  the 
President  to  execute  them.  While  it  is  true  that  he 
is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  it  is  also 
true  that  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  are 
fiiithfuUy  executed;  hence  I  infer  that  if  Congress, 
in  raising  troops  for  a  particular  service,  should 
direct  their  field  of  operations,  it  would  be  Uie 
duty  of  the  Chief  Maigistrate  to  execute  the  ¥rill 
and  directions  of  the  law-making  power. 

It  is  now  about  time  to  withdraw  this  resolution, 
or  rather  to  let  it  take  its  regular  course. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman, 
what  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  supporting  the 
troops  he  proposes  to  have  sent  to  Oregon  ? 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  by  nature  and  practice,  and 
in  every  other  way,  an  economist,  and  in  asking 
protection  for  Oregon,  I  studied  economy.  I  was 
unwilling  to  ask  for  what  she  really  needs,  be- 
cause it  will  cost  much,  and  more  than  Congress 
might  think  proper.  For  that  reason  I  put  it  low. 
I  stated,  in  a  letter  to  the  President,  that  two  or 
three  companies  of  cavalry  would  be  sufficient  to 
afford  the  needed  protection  on  the  emigrant  road 
between  Fort  Hall  and  the  Dalles,  and  two  or 
three  companies  of  the  same  description  of  troops 
in  the  Rogue  River  Valley  between  Oregon  and 
California. 

1  also  stated,  that  if  mounted  troops  conld  not 
be  had,  that  infhntry  forces  ought  to  be  sent  out; 
not  that  I  believed  for  a  moment  that  we  could 
wage  war  ancceaafaUy  with  infantry,  but  that  a 


garrison  in  the  country  would  have  a  moral  in- 
fluence upon  the  Indians,  that  would  do  much 
towards  keeping  peace  with  them. 

I  have  many  apologies  to  make  to  this  House 
for  trespassing  so  long  upon  their  time.  It  is  the 
first  occasion  that  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  say 
a  word  or  occupy  the  time  of  this  House,  but  it 
was  an  occasion  upon  which  I  thought  1  ought  to 
avail  myself  of  the  privilege  which  you  have  ex- 
tended to  me.  I  must  look  to  this  House  for  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  are  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  Oregon. 

I  should  like  to  have  the  vote  upon  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  reconsidered,  and  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  demand  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second;  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  main  question,  which  was  upon  reconsid- 
ering the  vole  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, was  then  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  now  move  that  the  resolution 
lie  upon  tlie  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  resolution  was  hiid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  it 
was 

OrtUred,  That  Iftsve  be  gnnttd  to  wiUidnrar  the  petition 
snd  papers  of  RicbMtl  Fits  Patrick,  for  the  purpo«e  of  refer- 
ence in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ABERCROMBIE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  pspers  and  petition  of  Wade  Allen  be 
withdrawn  from  the  alen  of  Ui«  Houie,  aiid  referred  to  the 
Coiumittee  on  the  Pott  Office  and  Post  Roadt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HENN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  papers  and  petition  of  Solomon  Rath- 
ton  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HASC^LL,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ko. 

The  following  petitiont,  roemorialt,  &c..  were  pretented 
under  tlie  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  commiueet : 

By  Mr.  WEIGHTMAN :  The  memorial  of  a  citizen  of 
New  Mexico,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  IHII,  therewith 
transmitted,  having  for  itt  oh^ct  the  arming  of  the  militia 
and  volonteery,  &c.,of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Also,  a  memoritl  of  a  ciUzeii  of  New  Mexico,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  bill,  therewith  trantmittcd,  hsving  for  its 
object  to  place  officers  and  enlitted  men  serving  in  New 
Mexico,  on  the  same  footing  at  regards  pay,  with  officers 
and  enlisted  men  serving  in  Oregon,  California,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

By  Mr. :  Memorials  of  certain  merchants  engaged 

in  commerce,  and  uhip  masters,  and  of  certain  captains  of 
steam  and  sailing  vessels,  navigating  Long  Islano  Sound, 
asking  for  a  suitable  Ug^t-noute  on  the  eud  ofLoi^  Wharf, 
in  New  Haven  harbor. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN :  The  petition  of  Mary  Pearson,  for  a 
pension  on  account  of  Uie  revolutionary  services  or  Silas 
Pearson,  her  late  husband. 

By  Mr.  HAVEN :  The  petition  of  S.  Vandenborgh  and 
?]  others,  praying  an  inquiry  into  the  sutyfect  of  the  tariflT 
upon  cigars  co«ting  less  than  ten  dollars  per  thontiand,  and 
such  a  niodiflcatlon  in  reference  thereto  as  will  afford  pro- 
tection to  the  makers  thereof  in  this  country. 

By'Mr.  McLANAHAN :  The  remonstrance  of  citizens  of 
Franklin  oouo^,  Penniiylvania.  against  the  renewal  of  the 
patent  right  of  Zebulon  Parker,  for  his  reaction  water  wheel. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Newport 
to  EUiottsburg,  in  said  county,  by  way  of  Miliford,  fioaser^ 
man's  mill,  and  Roseburg. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  petition  of  John  8.  Moore, 
John  N.  Henderson,  Laccy  fli  Phillipa^  and  other  citizens 
of  Philadelirtiia,  praying  for  an  apprnpnation  tb  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  London  Industrial  Exhibition,  to  re- 
lieve those  who  have  borne  the  expenses  of  the  transporta- 
tion and  display  of  goods  at  tiie  "  Worid's  Fair.'' 

By  Mr.  AIKEN:  The  memorial  of  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a  light-boat,  with  a  fog- 
bell,  on  Cape  Roman  Shoals,  coast  of  South  Carolina. 

By  Mr.  ASHE :  The  memorials  of  Neili  Kelly  and  J.  C. 
Blocker,  deputy  marshals,  praying  additional  compenaatioa 
for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  BISSELL  :  The  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  tiie  Mississippi  and  Atiantic  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, praying  for  the  right  of  wsy.and  a  grant  of  land,  lo  aid 
in  the  construction  or  a  railroad  (W>m  the  State  line  of  lUi- 
ncrfs,  at  a  point  opposite  Terra  Haute,  to  lllinoistown,  op- 
posite St.  Louis. 

By  Mr.  BARRERE:  The  petition  of  William  Perrv  and 
15  others,  snrviving  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1819,  and  citi- 
zens of  Brown  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  passage*  of  a 
law  granting  pensions  for  lire  to  the  surviving  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1819. 

By  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illinois :  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Hamilton,  Franklin,  and  SaMne  counties,  Illinois,  praying 
Coni^ess  to  establish  a  mail  route  from  the  town  of  Mo- 
Lanesboro',  in  the  countv  of  Hamilton,  to  tlie  town  of 
Marion,  in  the  county  of  Williamson,  and  State  of  Illinoia. 

By  Mr.  OOODENOW:  The  memorial  of  Benjamin 
Bampsoa  aad  7  othera,  aasittsat  mawhsiB  ef  the  eosiniy  of 
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Prmnklio,  in  MftiiM,  for  sdditioiial  compenntion  for  lakiiig 
tlie  Seventh  Censu*. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The  petiion  of  Williain 
Gallaher  mud  180  others,  citizons  of  Mercer  county,  Peon- 
sylvania,  praying  Congrea  to  prohibit  the  tnuwporution  of 
tho  Uuite4diai«M  mail«  upon  the  Sabbath. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wedneidat,  February  11,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 
MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

The  PRESIDENT  ©ro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  Claims  against  Mexico; 
which  states,  that  the  whole  amount  awarded  on 
all  the  claims  allowed  by  the  Board  was  $3,20ti,- 
314  96,  and  that  the  sum  stipulated  by  the  United 
States  by  the  15ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo,  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  claims 
of  their  citizens  against  the  Mexican  Republic  was 
three  millions  and  a  quarter,  which  exceeds,  by 
A41,685  04,  the  total  amount  of  the  awards  of  the 
Board  pf  Commissioners. 

Mr.  MASON.  That  information  was  called 
for  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brod- 
BEAD.]    He  is  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  WADE.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
will  allow  me,  I  will  state,  that  the  resolution  was 
introduced  at  the  instance  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  for  information  which  they  wanted  in  re- 
gard to  a  certaim  claim.  If,  therefore,  the  Senator 
m>m  Virginia  will  permit  me,  I  will  move  that 
the  communication  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  should  be  quite  willing  that 
this  communication  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  so  that  we  might  have  the 
action  of  that  committee  on  the  subject,  but  there 
is  a  large  number  of  these  claimanu  whose  memo- 
rials have  been  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  we  have  had 
them  under  consideration.  I  will  not  interfere  with 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  but  merely 
state  the  fact  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  will  not  persist  in  the  motion. 
I  supposed  that  the  resolution  emanated  from  that 
committee,  and  for  the  purpose  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  MASON.  Then  I  will  move  that  this 
communication  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE.  1  am  quite  agreeable  to  that 
reference. 

The  communication  was  so  referred. 

CREDITORS  OF  CHEROKEES. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  com- 
municating, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  that 
Department,  including  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
ana  persons  claiming  to  be  creditors  of  the  West- 
am  Cherokees  since  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN.  That  information  was 
called  for  at  the  instance  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  and  was  intended  to  assist  that  com- 
mittee in  the  investigation  of  claims  now  under 
their  consideration.  I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
guardian  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  Thomas 
Noel,  of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  the  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  praying 
^lat  a  light-ship,  with  a  fog-bell  on  board,  may 
be  moored  in  the  slue  between  the  shoals  off  Cape 
Roman,  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  three  petitions  of  the  as- 
sistant marshals  of  Ashtabula  county,  Miami 
county,  and  Logan  cotmty,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
prayinff  additional  compensation  for  taking  the 
Seventh  Census;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  petition  of  Simon 
P.  Kase,  praying  tba  Goveaunant  to  ptirchaaa  tha 


rieht  to  use  his  patent  force-pump  and  fire-eneine; 
which  was  reftfred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memorial  of  Sarepta 
Cleveland,  praying  remuneration  for  a  house  be- 
longing to  her  father,  Jonathan  Skinner,  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  during  the  revolutionary  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  two  petitions  of  mer- 
chants and  others  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 
construction  of  an  additional  canal  around  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  river;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Warren, 
Illinois,  praying  that  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  on  Sunday  may  be  prohibited  by  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  two  petitions  from  the  assistant  marshals 
for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  CUrk  county 
and  Hancock  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing additional  compensation;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  the  petition  of  Avery 
Downer,  praying  a  pension  for  services  during 
the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Woodbridge,  praying  a  section  of  land  in 
consideration  of  the  services  of  his  father,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  William 
H.  Piatt,  President  of  the  Alton  and  Sangamon 
Railroad  Company,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
that  railroad;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  loMra,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  of  the  Army,  praying  to 
be  allowed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant 
of  dragoons  from  the  time  he  was  discharged  from 
the  Army  to  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  a 
lieutenant  of  mounted  riflemen;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Arnold,  praying 
indemnity  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was 
refermi  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Guthrie  county, 
Iowa,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  the  use  of 
the  county  seat  of  that  county;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  C.  Mitchell,  and  the 
petition  of  William  Simpson,  praying  a  donation 
of  land  for  th#  benefit  of  the  town  of  Kcmesville, 
Iowa;  which  were  referred  to  the  Coinmittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

VICTIMS  AND  EXILES. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  a  petition  from  one 
more  of  the  victims  of  the  square  root.  It  is  from 
8/  N.  Smithhurst,  one  of  the  assistant  marshals 
in  North  Carolina,  employed  in  taking  the  Seventh 
Census  in  Martin  county,  praying  for  additional 
compensation.  While  i  oner  this  petition,  I  beg 
leave  also  to  present  a  paper  containing  a  statement 
with  respect  to  the  petition  of  H.  B.  Lewis,  a  dep- 
uty marshal  in  T3nrrel  county,  explaining  the  great 
dimculties  he  labored  under  in  taking  the  census. 
I  move  to  refer  both  of  these  papers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

They  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  a  memorial  to 
present,  sir,  in  behalf  of  four  hundred  victims.  It 
IS  only  signed  by  two,  sir,  and  they  do  not  rep- 
resent themselves  as  victims,  but  they  petition  for 
others.  1 1  comes  to  n^e  under  the  post  office  mark 
of  New  York,  and  it  purports  to  oe  sent  by  Carl 
Prochaski  and  Christian  Dembinski,  adopted  citi- 
zens, they  say,  of  the  United  States.  Thev  rep- 
resent that  the  br6ther  of  this  Charies,  as  I  sup- 
pose this  name  Carl  means,  has  been  banished  to 
Siberia,  under  the  pretence  of  having  committed 
some  crime  against  the  Russian  Government. 
They  represent  that  the  conviction  was  obtained 
upon  testimony  which  was  false  in  Mo.  They 
also  represent  that  there  are  four  hundred  others 
confined  in  Siberia  under  like  erroneous  proceed- 
ings against  them  in  the  courts  of  Russia;  and 
having,  as  they  say,  understood  that  the  Congress 
of  these  glorious  United  States  intend  to  manifest 
generous,  active,  mad  oparmtiYa  sympathy  in  be- 


half of  suffering  convicts  banished  by  other  coqq. 
tries,  they  pray  that  the  same  sort  of  lympaihy 
may  be  extended  to  the  brother  of  one  of  these 
peutioners  and  the  other  four  hundred  in  Siberit. 
They  say  further,  that  they  believe  the  Rusciui 
Government  will  lend  a  very  favorable  considera- 
tion to  any  application  from  thisGovemmentjUpoii 
the  assurance  being  given  that  they  will  aubt 
brought  to  the  United  States. 

I  had  some  difficulty  in  ray  mind,  Mr.  President, 
with  regard  to  presenting  this  memorial,  not  know- 
ing but  it  might  be  intended  to  humbug  me  or 
Congress,  from  the  fact  which  must  be  known  to 
the  Senate,  that  in  the  early  movements  upon  this 
subject  of  intervention,  I  was  amonr  the  first  to 
denounce  the  whole  proceeding.  I  aid  not,  there- 
fore, know  but  the  petition  might  have  been  sent 
to  me  for  such  a  purpose  as  1  have  sugg;etted;  but 
recollecting  that  an  illustrious  associate  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  was  very  eloquent  oo  the  tub- 
ject  of  the  right  of  petition  and  upon  intervention, 
I  concluded  to  present  the  petition  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  make  the  aedaration ,  tnat  I  have  determined, 
if  any  more  petitions  of  a  like  character  come  to 
my  hands,  I  will  hand  them  over  to  some  more 
active  sympathizer  in  the  objects  prayed  for,  and 
especially  those  who  act  for  **  victims,"  as  they 
are  called. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king a  motion  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  me- 
morial, and  I  would  suggest 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  beg  pardon;  I  wooM 
suegest  that  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  petition  states  that  the 
judgments  under  which  these  exiles  are  suffering 
a  hard  captivity  in  that  frozen  and  inhospitable 
region  were  erroneous.  I  would  therefore  more  a 
reference  of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  fo  to 
amend  our  hiws  as  to  provide  that  a  writ  of  error 
may  be  taken  to  our  Supreme  Court  from  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  of  the  Russian  Empire.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Perhaps  that  is  rather 
premature.  According  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
memorialists,  they  recommend  the  sending  out  of 
a  commissioner  to  ascertain  the  facts  before  a  writ 
of  error  is  provided  for. 

Mr.  BADGER.  But  the  difficulty  is,  that  be- 
fore that  can  be  done  the  five  years'  limitation  of 
these  writs  of  error  may  expire.  I  think  this  thing 
ought  to  be  done  immediately,  if  it  is  done  at 
all.     [Lauffhter.l 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  frm 
Kentucky  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rdations? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  withdraw  that 
motion;  and,  if  the  reference  will  bettw-  suit  the 
views  of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  I  will 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  No!  no!  [Laughter.]  Ywi 
are  not  in  earnest,  are  yon? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Certainly  I  am.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  MASON.  I  did  not  hear  distinctly  what 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  proposed,  nor  in- 
deed what  he  said  in  regard  to  this  memorial;  and 
I  would  like  to  know  whether  he  is  acquainted 
with  these  memorialists,  and  if  be  knowa  who 
they  are,  so  that,  if  possible,  the  Senate  may  judge 
whether  or  not  this  petition  is  or  is  not  what  thi 
Senator  from  Kentucky  expresses  his  doubts  dial 
it  may  be,  namely,  a  numbug?  _ 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  stated  afl  that  I 
know  upon  the  subject.  There  is  the  New  York 
post-mark  upon  it;  and  that  is  all  that  I  know.  ^ 

Mr.  MASON.  Then  I  think  the  best  diapoai- 
tion  that  can  be  made  of  it  is,  to  lay  it  upon  uie 
table.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  laid  upon  tha 
table.  ^ 

PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  EEFBRMD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NORRIS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  McAvoy.  «o  the  Bm 
of  the  Senate,  l»e  referred  to  the  Coamnittee  of  Ctahni. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDIIfG  COMMITTBKS. 
Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  pray"*  "*' 
the  inoorporalion  of  the  Eagle  Steamboat  Company 

at  Waalmigtott,  Diatriot  of  Columbia,  i^porisd  a 
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bill  for  that  ourpose;  which  waa  read,  and  jiasaed 
to  the  sccono  reading.  • 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  waa  referred  the  petition  of 
Thoroaa  A.  Napier,  reported  a  biH  to  auUiorize  a 
new  rcffiater  for  the  American  built  ship  Obed 
MitebeU;  which  was  read  a  firat  and  second  time 
by  ananimoas  consent,  and,  no  amendment  being 
made,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  waa  referred  the  petition  of 
David  P.  Weekes,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofllce  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Guion  and  McLaughlin,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  define  the  boundaries  of  the 
military  reserve  at  the  St.  Peter's  river,  in  the 
Territory  of  Minnesota,  and  to  secure  the  rights 
of  the  actual  settlers  thereon;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  V. 
Lorn  ax  was  referred,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
Ofdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  documents 
idaiing  to  the  claim  of  Theodore  E.  Elliott,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GEYER,from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  rdferred  the  petition  of  Barbara  Ri- 
ley, sabmitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
her  relief;  which  was  read  ana  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  beprinted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GEYER,  it  was 

Oriitredf  That  the  Comminee  on  the  Judiciaiy  he  dit- 
chargad  from  the  fardier  considemtion  of  the  meMafe  of 
fbe  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  96th  January,  re- 
ipecting  claims  of  citizens  of  California ;  and  that  it  be  laid 
q»on  tbe  able. 

DISTRICT  COURTS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  **An  act  to  chan^ 
the  ttmea  of  holding  the  United  States  district 
courts  in  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 
vaa  read  and  ordereduo  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  hope  it  ma^  be  read  a  sec- 
ond time  now. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  prorides  that  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be 
beUl  at  Mobile,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  April, 
and  on  the  second  Monday  after  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  November;  at  Huntsville,  on  the  second 
Monday  tu  May,  and  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
Temuer;  at  Montgomery  on  the  fourth  Monday 
ia  May,  and  the  fourth  Monday  in  November;  and 
i&ao,  Ijiat  the  county  of  Butler  shall  be  a  part  of, 
lad  embraced  in  the  middle  district  of  said  State. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  offered, 
ii  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
«igrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  POST  ROUTE. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration  ;  which  was  agreed  to  : 

Reultei,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofllce  and 
^ost  Roads  be  directed  tn  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
«tabii«hiog  a  post  route  fh>m  Rockland,  in  the  county  of 
ttadair,  to  the  Isle  ao  Uaut,  in  the  coun^  of  Lincoln,  in 
the  Stale  of  Maiae. 

VNITSD  STATES  JUDGE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
OF   MICHIGAN. 
Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Jl«ioii;e^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
araeted  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  Increasing  the 
nltry  of  the  district  Jndfe  of  the  United  States  for  the 
iarict  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  that  resohition  will 
lie  over  until  to-morrow,  as  I  desire  to  submit  an 
amendment  to  it  in  relation  to  another  casa  of  a 
lib  character. 


The  resolution  was  accordingly  passed  oyer. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  Mr.  M.  P.  Fillmore,  his 
Private  Secretary,  transmitting  the  annual  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelpnia, 
showing  the  operations  of  the  Mint  and  its 
branches  for  the  year  1851; 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  or  the  Inte- 
rior, cootaininff  a  report  from  Thomas  U.  Walter, 
Architect  for  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  r  and 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  dispatcned  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
Stales  at  London,  respecting  the  attack  on  the 
United  States  steamer  "Prometheus,"  in  the 
harbor  of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  by  the  British 
brig  of  war  *•  Express  ;**  and  also,  a  copy  of  the 
dispatches  of  Mr.  Lawrence  to  that  Department 
ana  of  his  correspondence  with  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afmirs  on  the  same  subject. 

These  several  messages  were  referred. 

The  first  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  the 
second  to  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Buildings;  and 
the  third  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations; 
and  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress there  was  a  bill  passed  authorizing  notaries 
public  of  different  States  and  Territories  to  take 
and  certify  oaths,  affiliations,  and  acknowledg- 
ments in  certain  cases;  but  under  some  misappre- 
hension, it  did  not  include  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. I  move  to  take  up  that  bill  now,  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  it  in  that  particular. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  whether  it  will  involve  de- 
bate? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Notat  all;  it  is  only  to  supply 
a  single  word. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  which  extended  to  notaries 
public  in  the  District  of  Columbia  the  same  power 
to  take  and  certify  to  oaths,  affirmations,  d^c, 
which  is  conferred  on  the  same  class  of  officers, 
in  the  States  and  Territories,  was  adopted;  and 
the  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

CENSUS  COMPENDIUM. 

Mr.  SEWARD  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  concern- 
ing the  publication  of  a  compendium  of  the  several 
censuses  of  the  United  States.  It  proposes  that 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare,  or  cause  to  be 
prepared,  and  report  for  immediate  use,  a  com- 
pendium of  such  prominent  statistics  of  the  late 
and  prior  censuses,  as  to  them  may  seem  import- 
ant, for  the  present  information  of  the  people  and 
Congress,  accompanied  by  a  report  containing 
such  other  information  relative  to  the  progress  of 
agncuiture,  arts,  manufacture,  commerce,  and  the 
general  wealth  of  the  United  States,  as  they  may 
deem  useful. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Iowa.  I  move  to  dispense 
with  the  special  order  to-day,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  Senate  bill  No.  1,  which  is  a  ^  bill 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa',  in 
aid  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad  in  that  State. 
My  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  BbllI  has  had 
the  floor  on  this  subject,  at  least  four  or  nve  days, 
and  has  been  unable  to  proceed  with  his  speech. 
He  commenced  his  remarks  on  the  day  when  the 
bill  was  last  under  consideration  and  spoke  some 
five  minutes,  when  the  Senate  adjourned.  He  is 
now  prepared  to  go  on  .  with  his  remarks,  and  I 
hope  that  the  bill  will  be  taken  up,  so  that  he  may 
proceed  with  them. 

Mr.  BADOER.  I  would  sueeest  to  my  friend 
from  Iowa  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  tnat  mo- 
tion for  the  present.  The  Senator  nova  New 
York  [Mr.  SBWAmo]  had  the  resohition  in  relation 
to  the  Irish  exiles  postponed  until  one  o'clock  to- 
day; and  as  that  subject  is  the  special  order,  and 
as  the  time  is  now  past,  1  think  he  ought  to  be 
heard.  I  can  readily  realize  the  hardship  imposed 
upon  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  as  it  has  been 
suggested  by  my  friend  froth  Iowa;  but  as  both 
he  and  myself  intend  to  speak  to  the  Senate,  and 
as  wa  have  •omething  to  say,  which  I  trust  wUl  be 


worth  hearing,  our  speeches  will  keep.    There  m 
no  danffer  whatever  of  their  spoiling. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  trust  that  my  col- 
league will  withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  the 
special  order  to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  if  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee desires  it  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  will  assent  with  great  pleasure 
to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  would  withdraw  the  motion 
immediately,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  discourteous 
to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  shall  not  regard  it  as  any  dis- 
courtesy at  all. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

EXILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  2d  of  December,  expressive  of  the 
sympathy  of  Congress  for  the  exiled  Irish  patri- 
ots. Smith  O'Brien  and  Thomas  F.  Meagher, and 
their  associates. 

The  pending  question  was  Mr.  Skward'i  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Shields. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  this  reeo- 
lution  seems  to  me  neither  inconsiderate  nor  un- 
important. It  is  a  resolution  which  must  have 
the  assent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  so  will  become  a  national  act.  It  recom- 
mends, I  might  perhaps  say  solicits,  clemency  to- 
wards the  patriots  or  Ireland  who  are  suffering 
imprisonment  in  a  penal  colony;  and  it  is  de- 
signed for  the  information  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  therefore  may  and  ought  to  be  re- 
firded  as  an  appeal  by  the  tlnited  States  to  Great 
ritain. 

Sir,  I  think  the  proceeding  is  defensible  upon 
the  grounds  of  abstract  justice  and  propriety,  as 
well  as  upon  a  due  consideration  of  the  relations 
of  all  the  parties  concerned. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is 
not  altogether  novel  in  character  and  principle. 
The  patriots  of  Ireland,  who  are  the  subjects  of 
this  debate,  are  suffering  imprisonment  in  con- 
sequence of  an  effort,  honestly  made,  to  restore 
their  native  land  to  liberty  and  independence. 
The  sympathy  expressed  by  this  resolution  for 
them,  spnngs  from  the  same  source  from  which 
the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
has  sprung,  which  has  been  habitually  exhibited 
towards  nations  striving  to  assert  the  same  rights 
— the  sympathy  which  was  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  towards  France  in  1793, 
m  1890,  and  in  1848;  towards  Greece,  towards  the 
rising  South  American  republics,  towards  Poland, 
towards  Germany,  and  towards  Hungary.  Even 
in  form,  sir,  the  measure  assimilates  to  the  action 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  Louis  Kossuth,  who  has 
been,  through  our  interposition,  released  from  im- 
prisonment in  Asia  Minor,  and  brought  to  our 
shores,  received  and  welcomed  as  a  £uest  of  the 
United  States. 

The  interest  which  is  expressed  in  this  resolu- 
tion for  William  Smith  O'Brien,  Uke  that  which 
is  expressed  toward  Louis  Kossuth,  is  not  merely 
personal,  but  it  is  the  reveVential  compassion  in- 
'  dulged  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  a 
fallen  nation  *'in  a  man  compris'd."  It  is  not, 
then,  the  cause  of  William  Smith  O'Brien  alone — 
it  is  the  cause  of  Ireland. 

The  merits  of  a  nation's  cause,  and  of  its  de- 
fenders, require  a  review,  not  merely  of  the  par- 
ticular accidents  or  incidents  which  bring  it  be- 
fore us,  but  of  the  whole  life  of  the  nation.  So 
it  was  that  our  forefathers,  in  adopting  the  decla- 
ration of  American  independence,  reviewed  tha 
entire  colonial  experience  in  vindication  of  the  act 
of  abjuration  of  their  allegiance  to  the  British 
Throne. 

Ten  centuries  ago,  sir,  Ireland  was  an  independ- 
ent nation,  possessing  the  elements  and  the  forces 
of  national  stability.  Irdand  was  guilty  of  one 
endnrinff  crime — it  was  the  crime  of  proximity  to 
Englandf.  Ireland  labored  under  one  enduring 
misfortune — it  was  the  misfortune  that,  for  many 
centuries,  she  had  remained  unconquered  and  un- 
conquerable. The  crime  provoked  the  cupidity 
of  England,  the  misfortune  be^t  divisions  into 
septs  and  clans,  and  these  civil  distractions  favored 
an  invader.  At  the  very  moment,  sir,  when 
Henry,  a  Norman  King  of  England — the  second 
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•r  that  name,  I  think — was,  as  the  chronicle  re> 
lates,  **casting  in  his  mind  to  conquer  the  adjacent 
island,  because  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  commo- 
dious, and  because  its  inhabitants  were  savage  and 
rude,'*  he  was  applied  to  by  a  deposed  (rish  prince 
to  reinstate  him  on  the  throne.  The  invader  enjoyed 
one  vast  advantage:  England  had  been  successive- 
ly subjugated  by  the  Romans,  the  Danes,  the 
oaxons,  and  the  Normans,  and  in  that  rough  ex- 
perience she  had  acquired  the  consolidation  and 
discipline  which,  combined  with  the  energy  aris- 
ing from  a  mingling  of  races,  and  an  ambition 
springing  from  an  insular  position,  have  enabled 
her  almost  '*  to  have  the  world  in  empire." 

The  invasion,  of  course,  did  not  result  in  restor- 
ing the  Irish  King,  nor  did  it  result  in  the  con- 
quest of  Ireland.  It  ended  in  only  the  Establish- 
ment of  a  small  colony  upon  the  coast,  enclosed 
with  palisades,  and  therefore  called  *'The  Pale." 
Withm  the  ••  Pale"  were  Englishmen,  English 
Lords,  English  manners,  English  customs,  and 
English  rule;  and  without  the  **  Pale"  were  the 
entire  nation  of  Irishmen,  with  their  hereditary 
princes,  their  native  language,  and  customs,  and 
manners. 

Acting  upon  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  was  then 
understood,  these  races  regarded  each  other  as 
natural  enemies,  and  hence  ensued  wars  un- 
sparing and  unrelenting^.  The  Reformation  hurled 
a  new  element  into  this  internecine  strife.  The 
Catholic  Church  in  England  had  given  place  to 
one  which  suited  its  Kings  and  people  better. 
Considerations  of  prudence  cooperating  with  a 
spirit  of  proselytism,  determined  the  Government 
of  England  to  subvert  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Ireland.  The  sword  was  the  missal  sent,  and  a 
ferocious  soldiery  were  the  apostles  of  the  new 
faith.  The  Irish  preferred  their  paternal  religion 
to  that  which  was  so  rudely  recommended  to 
them  by  their  enemies.  The  '*  Pale,"  although 
backed  by  England,  was  too  feeble  to  subjugate 
Ireland,  and  Ireland,  distracted  by  the  jealousies  of 
her  clans,  was  too  weak  to  crush  the  **  Pale;" 
and  so  for  four  hundred  years  continued  wars,  at 
the  end  of  which  both  parties  retained  their  relative 
positions  and  power.  And  thus  all  that  import- 
ant portion  of  the  nation's  life  was  worse  than 
lost,  in  consequence  of  an  imperftet  conquest.  At 
last  five  hundred  and  twenty  years  after  the  first 
invasion  by  Henry,  and  at  the  close  of  the  great 
battle  fougnt  on  the  banks  of  the  fioyne,  Ireland 
capitulated,  and  at  that  time  the  entire  twelve  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  tillable  land  were  divided  and  par- 
celed out  among  the  invaders  and  the  few  apos- 
tatizing natives.  Ireland  capitulated,  and  by  the 
treaty  of  Limerick,  subjectea  herself  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  <*  Pale.'*^  But  she  reserved,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  the  liberty  of  conscience. 
This  right — the  liberty  of  conscience — ^was  not 
only  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  but  was 
solemnly  guarantied  by  William  and  Mary,  the 
common  sovereigns  of  the  two  countries. 

England,  nevertheless,  persevered  in  her  policy 
of  subverting  the  Catholic  Church,  changing  only 
the  means  employed  for  that  purpose.  She  perfia- 
iously  broke  the  covenants  or  peace,  though  they 
bad  been  written  in  blood,  and  established  a  Pe- 
nal Code,  disfranchising  the  Catholic  Irish  people 
of  all  civil  and  political',  social  and  domestic  lib- 
erty, as  well  CLS  of  their  ecclesiastical  rights,  and 
thus  substituted  for  invading  armies  the  sterner 
despotism  of  the  law,  and  withdrew  the  sword  to 
replace  it  with  the  scaffold. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  detail  that  atrocious  code,  but 
will  content  myself  by  giving  a  description  of  it, 
drawn  by  Edmund  Bunce,  seventy  years  afo — a 
description  which  time  has  now  proved  prophetic: 

"  It  i«,"  tayt  be.  **.«  tyHemfuUofcoktren^  andeontUt- 

cncy.  well  digetted  and  well  dupo$ed  in  {lU  U*  pari*  fitted 

for  the  impoverUhment," — (yew,  xir,  these  are  the  words,  H- 

"fitted  for  tke  impoverishment  and  the  def^radation  of  a 

people,  and  for  debating  in  them  of  human  nature  U$el/.^* 

The  after  history  of- Ireland,  Mr.  President,  is 
a  record  of  frequent  and  generous,  but  unavailing 
struggles,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  People,  to  cast  off 
that  code,  and,  more  recently,  to  redeem  the  coun- 
try from  its  desolating  effects.  In  the  year  1778, 
Grattan,  Burke,  and  Flood,  profiting  by  the  enthu- 
siasm awakened  thoughout  tne  world  by  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  andljy  the  embarrassment  of  the 
British  Government  in  consequence  of  it,  succeed- 
ed in  obtaining  from  the  British  Parliament  a  re- 
laxation of  the  rigors  of  this  code  in  regard  to 
aducation  and  the  rights  of  property;  and,  in  tha 


year  1783,  when  the  ex^encies  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment had  become  more  alarming,  they  succeed- 
ed in  wresting  from  the  British  King  and  Parlia- 
ment a  renunciation  of  legislative  and  sovereign 
power  over  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland;  and  it  was 
expressed  in  these  solemn  and  memorable  words: 

**  The  ri^ht*  cUiined  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  be  bound 
only  b^  lawtf  enacted  by  His  Majeitty  and  the  Parliament  of 
that  Kingdom,  shall  be  and  are  established,  and,  at  uo  time 
hereatter,  shall  be  questioned  or  questionable. " 

Sir,  Ireland  exulted  for  a  delirious  moment  in 
national  independence  regained ;  but  it  was  only 
for  a  moment,  and  that  moment  was  delirious. 
Ireland  required  the  repeal  of  the  penal  code,  and 
demanded  a  constitution.  ThePai'liamentand  the 
**  Pale,"  constituted  of  a  Protestant  representation 
alone,  and  being  in  the  interest  of  England,  re- 
fused both.  Discontent,  wide  and  deep,  pervaded 
the  Irish  people.  Emmeit,  Fitzgerald,  and  their 
associates,  in  1798,  conspired  to  raise  the  standard 
of  insurrection;  but  they  were  betrayed,  and  the 
rebellion  was  crushed  in  the  germ. 

The  Government  of  Grea(  Britain  now  assumed 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  had  tried,  fully  and 
fairly  tried,  the  experiment,  and  had  proved  them- 
selves incapable  of  exercising  the  franchise  of 
self-government.  The  British  Parliament  there- 
fore sent  down  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Pale 
what  was  called  an  act  of  Union,  and  in  the  year 
1800  that  mockery  of  a  l^islature  adopted  it, 
and  surrendered  its  own  perfidious  and  pernicious 
existence.  By  that  act  of^ Union,  Ireland,  in  May, 
1800,  was  in  name  unite<f,  but  was  in  fact  ab- 
sorbed, and  became  virtually  a  province  of  the 
British  Empire,  with  only  the  shadow  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  Protestant  minority  of  the  King- 
dom in  the  British  Parliament.  Doniel  O'Connell, 
a  jurist  and  advocate  of  surpassing  genius,  elo- 
quence, and  learning,  inferring,  from  the  failure 
of  the  men  of  1798,  that  the  time  for  a  martial 
revolution  had  passed  away,  at  least  for  the  .pres- 
ent, conceived  tne  bold  purpose  of  obtaining  a  re- 
peal of  the  penal  code  ana  the  restoration  of  his 
country  to  a  place  among  the  nations,  by  a  process 
of  civil  agitation,  always  within  the  restraints  of 
the  law,  and  lookine  for  the  effect  through  the  ac- 
tion of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  England.  In 
the  year  1829  he  obtained  a  signal  triumph  in  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  Catholic  emancipation.  There 
remained  but  one  step  between  this  memorable  act 
and  the  freedom  and  independence  of  Ireland. 
That  step  was  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Union .  But 
the  ruin  and  desolation  resulting  from  the  penal 
code,  which  Burke  had  predicted,  pressed  too  hard 
upon  the  march  of  the  Reformer.  Ireland  could 
not  wait  the  slow  progress  and  doubtful  success 
of  civic  agitation.  The  nation  divided  between 
the  parties  of  *'01d  Ireland,"  following  the  lead 
of  Daniel  O'Connell  and  his  peaceful  standard, 
and  of**  Young  Ireland,"  under  the  revolutionary 
banner  set  up  by  William  Smith  O'Brien.  Now, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  is  possible  that  even  if  the  Irish 
people  had  remained  united  j  neither  of  those  poli- 
cies would  have  been  successful;  but  it  is  also  cer- 
tain, that  when  the  nation  divided  and  broke,  both 
efforts  signally  failed.  Daniel  O'Connell  died  of 
a  broken  heart  at  Genoa,  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome, 
and  William  Smith  O'Brien,  the  leader  of  the  Irish 
rebellion,  being  found  without  attendants,  arms, 
or  troops,  was  arrested,  convicted  of  high  treason, 
and  sentenced  to  an  ignominious  death.  His  sen- 
tence beingcommuted  by  the  Crown,  he  is  now  an 
exile  in  Van  Dieman's  Land. 

Simultaneously  with  the  failure  of  these,  the 
last  efforts  hitherto  made  for  the  redemption  of 
Ireland,  poverty  and  pestilence  stalked  abroad 
through  that  ill-fated  country,  exciting  the  sym- 
pathy of  nations,  and  moving  even  the  distant  peo- 
ple and  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  send 
relief.  Depopulation  of  the  Island  assumed  a 
frightful  momentum,  and,  from  that  time  to  this, 
has  continued  to  give  the  last  confirmation,  which 
the  most  scepticalcould  have  required,  of  the  con- 
clusion, that  never  on  earth  was  a  revolution  more 
just  or  more  necessary,  than  that  attempted  by 
William  Smith  O'Brien  and  his  companions  in 
exile. 

Sir,  it  is  not  my  object  in  this  review,  to  excite 
prejudices,  here  or  elsewhere,  against  England,  or 
ngainst  the  Protestant  Church  within  that  King- 
dom. I  have  no  such  prejudices  myself.  I  dis- 
claim and  disdain  parCisanship  in  regard  to  his- 
toric events.  O'Connell  was  a  Catholic ;  Smith 
O 'Brian  ia  a  Protestant.    The  rage  of  the  secta 


has  died  away  in  the  agony  of  the  esfastiophe 
which  has  involved  the  people  of  both  b  a  com- 
mon desolation;  and  wise  and  sagacious  m«ii 
in  England  look  on  the  decay  of  Ireland  at  an 
alarming  presage  of  the  decUne  of  the  empire. 
But,  sir,  on  an  occasion  like  this,  Ireland  is  enured 
to,  and  from  me  she  has  received ,.her  vindication. 
The  policy  of  England  was  the  policy  of  the  a^, 
and  of  the  times,  and  of  systems;  and  this  it  her 
sufiicient  apology. 

The  sympathy  of  the  American  people,  then, 
in  behalf  of  Ireland,  is  just. 

I  proceed  to  remark,  that  this  sympathy  derivtt 
in  tenseness  from  the  conceded  genius  and  prover- 
bial virtues  of  the  Irish  people.  The  plaint  of 
Waterloo,  and  the  heights  of  Abraham,  attest  that 
they  are  brave  as  well  as  sagacious  in  war.  Like 
the  Greeks,  in  their  decline,  they  have  enchanted 
the  world  with  their  wit  and  song  and  eloquence. 
They  are  confessedly  confiding  and  generous  to  a 
fault,  while  their  whole  history,  and  tradition 
reaching  now  a  period  of  a  thousand  years,  exhibit 
not  one  instance  of  unlawful  agression.  Is  not, 
then,  the  tribute  proposed  by  this  resolution,  due 
to  such  a  people  ?  And  if  so,  why  shall  it  not  be 
offered? 

I  am  answered,  that  this  is  a  question  for  the 
British  Government,  and  that  it  is  they,  and  not 
we,  who  are  to  extend  clemency  or  pardon  to  the 
Irish  exiles.  I  grant  it,  fully  grant  it.  But  men 
and  nations  are  moved  by  persuasion.  What  it 
asked  here,  is  not  an  exercise  of  clemency,  bat 
only  a  word  of  persuasion  whispered  to  therowir 
that  can  grant  it. 

I  am  told  that  we  may  lawfully  sympathize,  tsis- 
dhfidualst  in  the  misfortunes  of  these  unhappy  men, 
and  of  their  more  unhappy  country;  but  that  to  ut 
as  a  political  body — a  state  or  nation— or  aa  the 
represenlatives — theGovernmentof  a  nation— auch 
sympathy  is  forbidden.  This  seems  to  me  equif- 
aient  to  saying  that  we  may  indulge  sentimenti 
of  generous  compassion,  but  we  shall  never  carry 
them  into  beneficent  action.  The  sympathy  of  the 
several  members  of  this  Senate,  or  of  this  Congress, 
or  of  the  individual  citizens  of  the  United  Statct, 
will  be  unavailing.  If  that  sympathy  is  truly  felt 
by  the  nation,  it  can  only  be  effectually  expreatfd 
in  the  manner  in  which  national  sympathtes, 
and  determinations  of  the  national  will,  arealwayi 
made  effective — by  the  action  of  the  Gdvemment 
And,  sir,  let  me  say,  that  there  is  only  one  code 
of  morals  for  mankind,  and  its  obligations  bind 
them  equally,  whether  they  be  individuals,  sub- 
jects, citizens,  states,  or  nations. 

I  shall  be  told ,  that  we  may  not  intervene  in  thit, 
which  is  a  domestic  affair  of  a  foreign  Government. 
It  is  true  that  we  may  not  intervene  in  the  affnirs 
of  any  Governhient  for  unjust  purposes,  nor  can 
we  intervene  by  force  for  even  just  or  benevolent 
purposes.  But  this  is  the  only  restraint  imposed  on 
us  by  the  law  of  nations.  That  law,  while  it  de- 
cUires  that  every  Government  has  the  absolute 
right  to  deal  with  its  own  citizens,  according  toils 
own  laws,  independently  of  any  other,  afford*  a 
large  verge  and  scope  for  the  exercise  of  offices  of 
courtesy,  kindness,  benevolence,  and  charity.  It 
is  Montesquieu  who  says  that  **  the  law  of  na- 

*  tions  is  founded  upon  the  prindple,  that  every 

*  nation  is  bound  in  time  of  peace  to  do  to  tvexj 

*  other  nation  all  the  good  it  possibly  can,  and  is 

*  time  of  war^  the  least  evil  it  possibly  can  contist- 

*  ently  with  its  own  real  interests.''  It  is  upoa 
this  humane  principle  that  diplomatic  intercourte 
is  maintained  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
earth,  all  of  whom  are*  by  the  law  of  nations  re- 
garded as  constituting  one  great  commonwenltk. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  will  be  said,  that  if  we 
adopt  this  resolution,  it  will,  however  harmless  it 
be  in  itself,  furnish  a  precedent  for  mischievous 
intervention,  either  by  ourselves  in  the  affairs 
of  other  States,  or  by  other  States  in  our  affsirt 
hereafter.  To  admit  this  argument  is  to  admit 
distrust  of  ourselves.  We  certainly  do  not  dis- 
trust our  own  sense  of  justice.  We  do  not  dis- 
trust our  own  wisdom.  So  long  as  we  remain 
here,  then,  we  shall  be  able  to  guard  against  any 
such  abuse  of  this  precedent.  Let  us  alto  bs 
generous<instead  of  egoistical,  and  let  us  beliere 
that  neither  wisdom  nor  justice  wijl  die  with  those 
who  occupy  these  places  now,  but  that  our  suc- 
cessors will  be  as  just  and  as  wise  as  we  are.  So 
far  as  the  obiecuon  anticipates  an  abuse  of  this 
precedent  by  iWign  States,  1  have  only  to  say, 
that  if  a  foreign  State  shall  ask  of  us  just  what  wt 
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BOW  propose,  and  no  more,  we  ahull  have  no  dif- 

fieuUy  and  no  ground  of  complaint.     If  it  shall 

aak  more,  we  shall  be  free  to  reject  what  is  asked, 

aa  th«  British  Qovemment  is  free  to  reject  our  ap- 

plication. 

Sir.  this  proposition  involves  a  view  of  the  rela- 
tione of  the  jiarties  concerned.  The  people  of 
Ireland  are  amliated  to  us,  as  we  are  to  tne  people 
of  Greai  Britain.  Surely  there  can  be  no  offence 
^ven  by  a  youn^r  member  in  offering  mediation 
between  the  elder  brethren  of  the  same  family 
Dpon  a  point  of  difference  between  them. 

But  what  if  Great  Britain  should  take  offence 
ai    this  suggestion?     What  then?     Why   then 
Eoglapd  would  be  in  the  wrong,  and  we  in  the 
Tight.     The  time  has  passed  when  this  country 
can  be  alarmed,  by  fear  of  war  in  such  a  case. 
No  one  will  confess  that  he  indulges  any  such  ap- 
preheoaion.     Sir,    Great   Britain   will   not  take 
offence.     She  knows  that^er  greatness  and  her 
fame  are  well  assured.    She  has  no  motive  what- 
ever to  affect  wounded  sensibility.    She  will  re- 
ceive this  suggestion  in  the  same  fraternal  spirit 
in  which  it  is  made.    Nor   will  she  refuse  the 
boon.     She  knows  as  well  as  we  do,  that  rigor 
protracted  beyond  the  necessity  of  security  to  the 
State,  reacts.    She  knows  full  well,  that  for  the 
present,  at  least,  sedition  sleeps  profoundly  in  Ire- 
taod,  and  that  the  granting  or  this  appeal  will  pro- 
txact  its  slumbers.    Ghreat  Britain  will  be  thank- 
ful to  us  for  our  confidence  in  her  generosity,  for 
her  motto  is  **  Pareere  tubjeetis  et  debeUare  suiptr^ 

While  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  certain  that  we 
may,  with  propriety  and  success,  make  this  ap- 
peal to  Great  Britain,  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  stand,  in  regard  to  Ireland,* render  the  duty  of 
making  it  imperative.    But  for  the  instrucuons 
and  example  of  the  United  States,  Ireland  would 
never  have  attempted  revolution  in  1798,  nor  would 
William  Smith  O'Brien  now  have  been  an  exile; 
for  if  it  had  not  been  for  those  instructions  and  that 
example,  Ireland  would  long  ago  have  sunk  into 
the  slumber  of  bondage  that  knows  no  waking. 
Apun»  sir:  the  failure  of  Smith  O'Brien  and  his 
associates  resulted  from  the  exhaustion  of  Ireland. 
Tliat  exhaustion  has  contributed  largely  to  the  ele- 
neDta  of  our  wealth,  strength,  and  power.     If 
We  had  not  withdrawn  the  political  and  physical 
meana  of  «elf-defence  and  of  resistance  from  Ire- 
Usd  during  the  l&st  sixty  years,  she  would  now 
hve  been  able  to  have  maintained  a  successful  re- 
bellion.    When  O'Connell  gathered  the  populace 
upon  the  hill  of  Clare,  he  found  that  Ireland  was 
dtserted  by  the  vigorous,  the  young,  the  strong, 
and  that  he  was  surrounded  by  the  aged,  the  poor, 
ud  the  spiritless.    It  is  these  reflexion  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  act  itself,  and  upon  the  relations 
10  which  we  stand  towards  the  parties  to  it,  that 
persuade  my  vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 

1   have  suggested  to  the  consideration  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shieldi,] 
anme  verbal  amendments,  which  seem  to  me  cal- 
culated to  improve  and  perfect  the  resolution,  in 
lecordance  with  the  wisn  he  himself  expressed. 
I     Their  design  is  to  euard  more  safely  the  dignity 
I     of  Congress  and  of  the  United  States.    If  rightly 
conceived,   they  will  have  that  effect.     But  I  am 
not  tenacious  of  them.    I  shall  not  press  them 
I      arainst  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 
If  they  shall  be  adopted,  the  resolution  will  have 
I      my  vote.   If  they  shall  not  be  adopted,  it  will  have 
,      my  vote.    The  resolution  as  origmally  introduced 
^MiNild  have  received  my  support.  Equally  shall  it 
htve  my  support  in  the  .modified  form  it  has  as- 
mraed,  through  deference  to  the  wishes  of  other 
QMS  tors. 

And  now,  sir,  when  this  resolution  in  any  shape 
ihall  have  been  passed,  there  can  be  but  one  wish 
of  mine  in  regard  to  the  subject,  that  Congress 
Would  have  power  to  gratify:  That  wish  would 
He,  that  he  who  is  now  entitled  to  be  regarded  as 
tlie  mover  of  the  resolution,  the  honoraole  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  should  be  made 
IW  bearer  of  this  appeal  to  the  **SoveraineClueene,"  ' 
in  vhose  will  ana  pleasure  the  granting  of  it  will 
rest  It  is  the  remembrance  of  a  scene  i  n  one  of  the 
oMctt  and  best  of  English  poems  which  suggests 
tbb  wish.  It  would  be  a  goodly  and  a  gracious 
«l^tto  see  that  honorable  Senator  returning  to 
\m  native  land  aAer  his  chivalrous  and  yet  modest 
Mjoum  here,  the  bearer  of  a  proclamation  of  am- 
iMtty  from  the  sovereign  of  his  native  country 


thus  obtained.    And  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the 
greeting  of  him  by  his  countrymen, 
**  Shouttof  and  clapping  all  their  haada  on  hi|rht, 
Tbat  all  Uie  ayre  u  &U  and  flyet  to  Ueavene  brifht." 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  had  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  this  resolution,  and  as  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York  has  concluded 
his  remarks  in  briefer  space  than  was  expected,  I 
do  not  know  o£  a  more  suitable  occasion.  Afler 
every  examination  which  I  have  been  able  to  give 
to  this  subject,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  it  is 
proper  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  pass  the  resolution  in  any  of  the  forms  in 
which  it  has  been  proposed  to  our  consideration, 
or  in  which  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  can  be 
hereaAer  made  worthier  of  our  appro*bation.  If  I 
could  vote  for  the  resolution  in  any  form,  I  would 
undoubtedly  vote  for  it  in  that  which  it  has  as- 
sumed upon  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields;]  and  if  anything 
could  persuade  me  to  forego  the  exercise  of  my 
own*  deliberate  judgment,  and  put  myself  under 
the  mastery  of  those  feelings  wnich  are  apt  to  be 
excited  by  discussions  of  this  kind,  to  favor  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  it  would  be  the  speech 
delivered  on  last  Saturday  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  full,  as  it  was,  of  everything 
that  can  do  honor  to  a  man 's  head  and  heart. 

But  whatever  my  feelings  of  attachment,  con- 
sideration, or  sympathy  for  the  other  nations  and 
races  of  the  world— and  I  trust  I  am  not  deficient 
in  those  feelings  of  consideration  and  sympathy — 
I  must  prefer  my  own  country,  my  own  race,  the 
people  and  institutions  among  which  I  was  bori), 
and  in  which  I  have  been  reared,  to  all  other  na- 
tions and  all  other  races  in  the  world.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  consent  to  give  my  support  to  any  meas- 
ure, however  commended  to  us  by  high  consider- 
ations of  sympathy,  which,  in  my  judgment,  is 
capable  of  having  an  unjust  and  injurious  opera- 
tion upon  the  country  to  which  I  belong.  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say  what  nation  of  the  earth,  if 
any,  is  next  in  my  regard  to  my  own;  but  any — 
all  of  them — if  next,  must  be  after  a  vast  interval 
of  distance. 

This  resolution  proposes  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  snail  express,  and  that  tne  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  shall  declare,  and  that 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  express  an  earnest  desire  that 
the  Q,ueen  of  Great  Britain  will  extend  her  royal 
clemency  to  certain  Irish  prisoners  now  confined, 
under  a  sentence,  to  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Now,  in 
the  first  place,  I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  by 
my  di|tyas  an  American  Senator,  to  express  any 
sentiment  upon  that  subject.  But  that  would  be — 
that  is — the  smalleat  of  the  difiiculties  that  press 
upon  my  mind.  Though  I  cannot  recognize  the 
duty,  yet  if  no  evil  consequences  could  be  readily 
imagine* I  to  result  from  it,  I  might,  nevertheless, 
be  willing  to  give  expression  to  the  wish.  But, 
sir,  I  ask  you,  who  have  had  no  little  experience 
in  the  state  and  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  management  of  our  diplomatic  relations 
with  other  countries,  and  the  reciprocal  operau'ons 
of  proceedings  of  this  kind,  whether  we  can  affirm 
that  there  is  no  danger  from  the  precedent  which 
we  are  now  setting? 

My  honorable  friend  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Cass,]  in  the  remarks  which  he  addressed  to  the 
Senate — remarks  conceived  and  expressed,  I  will 
not  say  with  a  force  and  clearness  that  was  not 
usual  with  him,  but  certainly  with  great  force  and 
clearness — when  this  subject  was  under  considera- 
tion some  fortnight  ago,  laid  down  some  proposi- 
tions to  which  I  wish  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  show,  if  I  can,  that  the  mode  by 
which  he  undertakes  to  defend  the  proceedings 
now  recommended  to  us,  is  one  that  must,  or,  at 
all  events,  one  that  may  lead  to  mischievous  coun- 
ter interference  with  our  concerns;  and  that  the 
suggestions  which  he  has  thrown  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dissipating  the  fear  of  such  a  result,  when 
properly  consider^,  are  entitled  to  no  weight. 

First,  the  Senator  laid  down  a  proposition  in 
these  words: 

"  Mr.  President,  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in  tiie 
opinions  of  the  world  on  the  tubject  of  political  offences. 
They  nowhere  carry  with  them  reproach  or  shame.  They 
violate,  indeed,  exifting  laws ;  but  they  generally  originate 
in  the  mo«t  praiseworthy  motives,  and  are  purraed  at  the 
hazard  of  every  earthly  good,  as  Washington  and  a  host  of 
other  Illustrious  men  in  ancient  and  anodem  days,  pursued 
their  patriotic  enterprises." 

Again,  he  says: 

« Tbay"  (aUscttof  to  politieal  oAodara)  « are  raoof- 


nised  as  being  unfortunate,  bat  not  vicious.  Indeed,  they 
are  ot^n  noble  meii,  as  arc  those  whose  case  engages  our 
atteiilioii,  and  who  deserve  the  kind  interest  of  the  world, 
both  from  their  motives  and  their  character,  and  also  from 
the  potiitlon,  once  high,  but  irow  low,  to  which  they  have 
fallen,  and  in  consequence  of  an  effort,  made,  not  for  them- 
selvfK,  but  Ibr  their  country.  It  cannot  be— there  is  not  the 
tlightett  danger  of  it— that  nuch  a  national  application  will 
ever  be  made,  in  any  case  but  in  one-  like  thit,  which  i«  as 
far  (Vom  moral  guilt  as  innocence  is  from  crime.  Let  no 
one  fear  that  tliis  example  will  ever  be  used,  or  abused,  for 
the  purpose  of  intermeddling  in  the  ordinary  crintinal  pro- 
ceedings of  other  powers.'' 

Again,  the  honorable  Senator  says: 

**  As  to  improper  interference,  it  seems  to  me  an  eatirs 
misconstruction  of  the  term  to  apply  it  to  a  case  like  this.  • 
It  IS  not  interference  at  nil;  it  ifi  intercession.  It  is  a 
simple  request,  made  from  the  best  motives,  in  the  best 
spirit,  and  preseAted  in  the  most  unexceptionme  faingnage  t 
and  it  leaves  Uie  British  Govemiuent  free  to  act  its  own 
pleasure,  without  giving  us  the  slightest  offence  should  the 
result  be  unsuccessful." 

Now,  I  wish  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  this 
is  interference.  Intercession  is  one  mode  of  inier- 
fereiice.  It  is  not  an  off*en8ive  mode  of  interference; 
but  it  is  a  mode  of  interference.  He  who  under- 
takes to  intercede  between  the  judge  and  the  of- 
fender— between  the  sovereign  and  his  convicted 
subject,  undoubtedly  interferes.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  honorable  Senator  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  intercession  is  not  interference.  It 
is  true  that  all  interference  is  not  intercession,  be- 
cause we  may  interfere  by  threau,  by  violence, 
by  blows;  but  it  is  no  less  true,  (hat  every  inter- 
cession is  an  interference.  Then  I  am  not  exactly 
prepared  to  admit  the  fundamental,  the  original 
proposition,  from  which  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Michigan  starts,  which  is, 
that  political  oflences,  though  they  violate  exist- 
ing laws,  are  vet  offences  accompanied  with  no 
moral  guilt.  I  can  conceive  of  such  a  thing  os 
a  political  offence,  which,  though  violating  muni- 
cipal laws,  is  not  accompanied  with  moral  guilt; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  is  regularly,  or  generally  ths 
case,  or  can  bs  affirmed  as  a  proposition  either 
universal,  or  with  but  few  exceptions.  But,  as- 
suming it  to  be  so:  then  the  honorable  Senator 
says,  we  come  forward  and  do  not  interfere,  but 
intercede  for  these  political  offenders,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  are  persons  free  from  moral 
guilt;  that  they  ore  noble  patriots,  who  have  been 
condemned  to  a  grievous  imprisonment— originally 
condemned  to  the  forfeiture  of  life,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  high  acts  of  patriotic  duty  to  their  coun- 
try; and  ^^^^  ^^^  noblest  motives  influenced  them 
in  what  they  had  done;  and  that  they  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  affected  with  any  species  of  moral 
guilt. 

Now,  be  it  so.  Assume  that  it  is  so,  and  that 
we  wish  it  to  be  so.  How  was  the  transaction 
viewed  by  the  British  Grovernroent?  That  Gov- 
ernment prosecuted  these  men  as  traitors — for 
an  attempt  to  overturn  the  existing  Government 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. For  this  offence  they  were  convicted.  For 
this  offence  they  received  the  sentence  of  death; 
but  the  sentence  was  aAerwards  commuted  to  an 
expatriation  or  exile  in  Van  Dieman's  Land.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  English  Goveminent  will 
scarcely  think,  that  when  they  have  prosecuted 
these  men  for  an  offlence  of  this  kind,  pronounced 
by  their  laws  to  be  capital,  when  aAer  conviction 
and  judgment  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
pardon  tne  convicts,  but  have  exchanged  the  sen- 
tence of  death  to  that  of  banishment  from  the 
realm,  that  they  are  honorable  and  noble  men, 
who  have  been  influenced  by  high  and  patriotic 
motives  in  what  they  have  done.  The  British 
Government  look  upon  them  in  a  far  different 
light  and  description.  Well,  that  being  the  case, 
how  does  it  follow  that  we  have  no  reason  to  fear, 
that  if  we  set  this  example,  we  shall  not  have  it 
followed  with  a  very  unpleasant  and  disagreeable 
interference  in  the  administration  of  our  own 
laws? 

I  come  from  a  part  of  the  country  which  is 
looked  upon  as  especially  conservative.  When 
the  breezes  of  public  sentiment  are  blown  until 
they  have  agitated  the  community  into  a  state  of 
almost  incapacity  to  judge  of  what  is  right  snd 
prudent,  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  to  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  United  States,  of  motives,  and 
considerations,  and  influences,  that  are  apt  to  stii* 
them  into  a  great  degree  of  excitement;  we  are 
in  the  habit  of  considering  a  little,  (bein^  ourselves 
somewhat  removed  from  those  immediate  causes 
that  operate  to  mislead  the  judgment,)  to  look  a . 
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Httle  ahead,  and  to  inquire  now  what  we  do  to- 
day, may  be  done  in  a  very  unpleasant  manner  in 
respect  to  ourselves  to-morrow. 

Now,  let  us  suppose  for  one  moment  that  some 
t»f  the  actors  in  the  Christiana  riot  had  been  found 
guilty  of  high  treason.  They  were  indicted  for 
that  crime.  Hi^h  Ireaaon  is  a  political  offence. 
We  know,  in  this  country,  of  no  treason  like  that 
which  from  time  to  time  has  been  established  by 
particular  statutes  in  England.  We  know  of  no 
treason  except  levying  war  against  the  United 
Slates,  or  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  their  ene- 
mies. Suppose  that  the  transaction  in  which  any 
of  these  parties  were  engaged,  had  been  declared 
to  be  an  act  of  levying  war  against  the  United 
States — and  that  being  an  act,  adopted  in  conse- 
quence of  a  concert  to  prevent  entirely  and  in  all 
cases  the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  in  no  judicial  sense  to  be  discriminated  from 
any  other  attempt  to  destroy  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  and  put  an  end  to  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws :  I  pray  you,  sir,  if  that  case  would 
not  in  a  few  sympathizing  minds,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  have  presented  a  case  with  all 
the  claims  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  brings  forward  in  behalf  of  these  Irish 
exiles,  for  the  interference  of  the  masses,  or  the 
Governments,  or  the  Parliaments,  or  the  other  le- 
gislative assemblies  on  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
under  the  strong  feelings  of  modern  humanity  and 
general  sympathy  for  the  oppressed  everywhere? 
Why,  to  those  people  these  Christiana  rioters 
would  have  appeared  noole  men — guilty,  it  is 
true,  of  commitung  the  little  techniciQ  offence  of 
violating  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country,  con- 
victed, to  be  sure,  of  what  was  called  treason 
against  the  United  States,  but  influenced  by  hi?h 
and  noble  motives,  under  the  full  inspiration  of  the 
''higher  law"  enthusiasm,  which  prompted  them 
to  come  forward  and  at  every  earthly  hazard,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  themselves,  but,  as  my  friend 
from  Michigan  said  with  regard  to  these  gentle- 
men, for  the  benefit  of  their  country,  to  relieve 
the  oppressed,  and  to  prevent  the  wronged  and 
hunted  wayfarer  from  being  dragged  back  into 
the  captivity  from  which  he  had  luckily  escaped. 
They  would  be  looked  upon  as  men  influenced  by 
a  high  and  lofty  spirit  of  hospitality,  who,  with 
outstretched  arms,  were  willing,  even  at  the  hazard 
of  destroying  the  Constitution  of  their  country, 
to  carry  into  efiect  the  high,  noble,  and  generous 
purposes  and  impulses  of  their  nature. 

Mr.  President,  1  confess  the  idea  which  has  oc- 
curred to  me,  that  the  proceeding  instituted  by  us 
might  be  extremely  unpleasant  and  disagreeable 
when  resorted  to  m  future  contingencies  of  the 
country  by  persons  abroad,  who  would  assume 

Precisely  the  same  position  that  the  honorable 
enator  has  assumea,  that  they  were  not  interfer- 
ing in  our  concerns,  but  only  interceding — I  say  that 
my  fear  has  not  been  removed  by  the  assurances 
wnich  he  has  given.  1  can  well  conceive  that  no 
application  of  this  kind  will  be  ever  made  by  a 
foreign  Government,  that  no  resolutions  will  ever 
be  adopted  by  the  English  Government,  except  in 
favor  of  those  whom  they  think  to  be  meritorious 
objects  for  their  interposition;  nor  shall  we  ever 
adopt  any  prooeedine,  except  in  behalf  of  those 
whom  we  regard  in  that  light.  But  that  is  not  the 
question.  If  we  are  to  interpose,  and  think  we 
can  interpose  without  oflience,  and  that  we  can 
properly  interpose,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  t^ 
interpose,  because  we  look  upon  these  persons 
who  have  been  sentenced  to  this  punishment 
by  a  foreign  nation  as  meritorious  and  noble 
men,  entitled  to  our  sympathies  and  accompanied 
with  no  moral  blame — ^how  can  we  resist  the  right 
of  a  foreign  State,  of  a  foreign  Parliament  or  legis- 
lative body^  to  interfere  in  precisely  the  same 
mode  with  regard  to  citizens  of  ours  whom  we 
may  think  worthy  of  the  extremest  punishment, 
but  which  they  regard  as  occupying  the  same 
relation  to  moral  guilt  which  we  attribute  to  the 
persons  in  whose  behalf  this  resolution  is  now 
proposed  ?  We  should  cut  ourselves  off,  by  adopt- 
ing this  proceeding,  from  any  right  to  object.  I 
see  not  where  the  thing  would  end.  Resolutions 
of  the  British  Parliament  may  be  passed  and  sent 
to  us,  or  communicated  to  us,  in  a  kind  of  indi- 
rect, secret,  and  unostentatious  mode,  to  which  the 
Senator  has  referred,  through  their  Minister  in 
this  country. 

Upon  this  subject  I  wish  to  practice  upon  the 
dd-laahioned  morality  of  doin^  as  I  would  be 


done  by.  1  want  no  interference  of  foreign  States 
or  Governments  in  our  internal  affairs  anywhere, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  willing  to  set  a  practical 
example  of  such  an  interference  on  our  behalf 
with  their  internal  concerns.  I  know  that  this 
resolution  springs  from  the  highest  and  best  mo- 
tives. I  know  that  my  honorable  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Shields,]  who  has  moved  it,  has,  at 
least  in  my  judgment,  no  superior  in  the  honora- 
ble, the  fine,  and  elevated  sentiments  that  belong 
to  the  human  heart.  But  it  was  well  remarked, 
as  I  think  Sallust,  or  some  of  those  old  Roman 
writers  told  us,  that  Caesar  once  said  in  the  Ro- 
man Senate,  that  there  was  never  any  course  of 
measures  which  had  brought  ruin  upon  a  country 
which,  at  the  first  outset,  did  not  spring  from 
some  good  motive,  and  in  the  initiative  were  in- 
tended to  accomplish  some  good  end. 

Seeing,  then,  as  I  think  I  do,  that  the  step 
which  it  is  asked  of  us  to  take,  may  lead  to  the 
unpleasant  and  disagreeable  consequences  1  have 
mentioned,  I  cannot  myself  vote  for  this  resolu- 
tion. But  1  beg  to  say,  before  going  further,  that 
ill  the  illustration  which  I  have  selected  for  the  pur- 

rose  of  conveying  to  the  Senate  the  notion  wnich 
have  of  the  evils  to  which  we  may  be  subjected, 
I  do  not  mean  at  all  to  intimate  that  the  eeotlemen, 
to  whom  this  resolution  refers,  are  to  be  for  one 
single  instant  confounded  with  the  Christiana  riot- 
ers whom  I  mentioned.  Far  otherwise.  I  intend 
no  such  odious  or  unpleasant  comparison.  I 
merely  selected  the  case  as  an  illustration  of  the 
principle  upon  which  we  may  be  hereafter  as- 
sailed through  a  proceeding  thus  instituted  by 
ourselves. 

The  honordl)le  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Seward,]  in  the  remarks  which  he  submitted  to 
the  Senate  this  morning,  after  assuring  us  that 
there  was  no  danger  that  Great  Britain  would  take 
any  offence  at  this  proceeding,  became  exceed- 
ingly bold,  and  held  in  very  slight  regard  andesti- 
inauon,  any,  even  the  mostsenous,  displeasure  of 
that  Power.  1  am  not  a  very  valiant  man,  and  I 
confess  myself  to  have  a  pretty  large  share  of  that 
extreme  reluctance  as  well  to  cutting  the  throats 
of  other  people  as  to  having  my  own  cut, 
which  is- denominated  by  the  word  ^ar.  And  I 
go  one  step  further.  In  my  representative  capa- 
city I  have  a  great  deal  of  fear  of  involving  uiis 
country  in  collisions  with  the  great  Powers  of  the 
eartli.  Who.  should  not  fear  it?  Is  not  war  a 
dreadful  evil?  Is  not  a  war  with  the  ^atest 
naval  and  commercial  power  of  the  earth,  if  in  the 
latter  respect  our  own  country  be  excepted,  a 
fearful  evil  ?  Who  does  not  fear  such  evils  ?  I 
fear  them  for  my  country.  1  fear  them  for  those 
why  may  be  called  upon  on  such  an  occasion  to 
wage  the  battles  of  tne  country.  It  is  very  easy 
for  us,  particularly  for  those  of  us  who  are  past 
that  age  when  we  are  liable  to  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  country  in  the  prosecution  of  any  of 
the  wars  in  which  we  may  oe  involved,  to  talk 
lightly  about  force,  and  wounds,  and  battle,  and 
death.  If  we  know  that  the  conflict  is  to  be 
waged  by  others,  and  not  by  ourselves,  we  can  be 
very  brave  with  a  very  small  amount  of  personal 
exposure.  But  I  should  fear  such  a  result  far  more 
on  another  ground,  and  that  is,  I  should  fear  my 
country  producing  upon  itself  the  displeasure  of 
other  States  by  going  out  of  its  way  to  do  what 
as  a  nation  it  had  no  right  to  do.  I  should  fear 
putting  ourselves  wrong  in  the  outset  of  such  a 
proceMing.  (f  we  must  have  a  conflict  with 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  let  us  be  right 
in  the  commencement,  in  the  prosecution,  and 
throughout  the  whole  conflict.  And  rely  upon  it, 
sir,  that  when  such  a  conflict  comes,  if  come  it 
must,  which  Gk)d  forbid,  those  who  have  some  lit- 
tle salutary  fear  beforehand  of  the  coming  emer- 
gency, will  not  be  found  the  least  resolute  to  do 
what  that  emergency  may  require. 

I  have,  however,  an  objection  to  this  resolution 
of  another  and  different  kind  from  that  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  It  has  been  said 
by  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  that  Great  Britain 
will  not  regard  this  in  the  light  of  an  oflicious  in- 
termeddling with  her  concerns.  We  hear  from 
various  quarters  that  the  probability  is,  that  the 
British  Gx)vernment,  acting  upon  this  intimation  of 
the  wishes  of  the  American  people,  will  gladly 
interpose  and  discharge  these  gentlemen  from  their 
hard  captivity.  For  one,  I  should  be  sorry  that 
the  British  Government  should,  at  our  inteirposi- 
tion,  and  as  a  favor  to  us,  set  these  gentlemea  at 


liberty.    And  why  ?    Because  it  is  very  obrioni 
that  that  places  us  under  an  obligation  to  the  British 
Gh>vemment.   It  not  only  entitles  them  to  interfei^, 
by  WAV  of  interceding  m  behalf  of  our  people,  if 
any  of*^  them  should  be  convicted  of  offences  titni- 
lar  to  that  to  which  I  have  referred,  but  it  alio 
entitles  them  to  come  with  a  claim  upon  us  that 
they  should  be  heard.    I,  for  one,  am  not  willinr 
that  this  country  should  lay  itself  under  any  tucS 
obligation  to  the  clemency,  or  courteoasoeu ,  or 
kindness  of  tlie  British  dueen. 

I  do  not  join  in  the  denunciation  which  thehoa* 
orable  Senator  from  New  York  has  this  inorniof 
poured  forth  upon  the  conduct  and  character  of 
the  British  Government,  and  the   conduct  and 
character  of  the  British  Church.    But  while  I  do 
not  choose  to  enter  into  such  tirades  of  denuncia- 
tion upon  any  foreign  nation  or  establishment,! 
nevertheless  say  this,  that  I  wish  to  be  indebted 
to  them  for  no  such  favors  as  will  entitle  them  to 
interfere  in  our  domestic  concerns  in  the  firM  plaee, 
without  any  right  of  comph&int  on  our  pari;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  with  tne  rifrht  of  complaint  on 
their  part,  if  we  do  not  treat  their  interposition  aa 
favorably  as  they  have  treated  ours.    And  if  1  did 
pronounce  the  aenunciation  which  the  honortUe 
Senator  has  thi^  morning  pronounced  on  the  Eiif^ 
lish  Government  and  people,  I  could  not  make  the 
disclaimer  which  he  has  mode.    He  speaks  of 
Ireland  and  the  Irish  as  being  the  victims  of  the 
most  detestable,  barbarous,  and  unprincipled  op* 
pression.   I  do  not  mean  to  quote  his  words.  That 
IS  the  substance  of  what  he  said.    At  the  same 
time  he -says,  he  has  no  prejudice  against  thee 
oppressors.    I  do  not  understand  how  a  man  caa 
extend  his  eoual  sympathy  and  regard  to  the  op* 
pressor  and  tne  oppreissed,  to  the  wrong-doer  and 
the  wronged.     If  tne  first  part  of  the  gentleman'i 
ailment  be  correct,  it  appears  to  me  he  canoot, 
without  inconsistency,  do   otherwise   than  not 
merely  denounce  that  Government,  but  have,  if 
that  is  a  proper  word,  prejudices  against  the  Got* 
emmentand  people,  a  just  animosity  founded  upon 
the  fact  that,  upon  his  own  showing,  they  are  to- 
tally unworthy  of  consideration  and  n^Kti.  I 
enter  into  none  of  these  matters.    I  am  not  called 
upon  here  to  pronounce  as  to  the  conduct  and 
character  of  the  British  Government.    I  am  not 
called  upon  here  to  pronounce  as  to  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Messrs.  O'Brien,  MitcheH,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  Calamitous  condi- 
tion of  exiles  from  their  country,  under  a  sentence 
of  banishment. 

It  is  sufficient  for  me  here,  whatever  opinions,  as 
an  individual,!  may  entertain  upon  the  sulject,  fo 
say  that,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  I  can- 
not consent  to  give  my  support  to  a  measuie 
which,  whether  it  give  offence  or  is  met  by  appro- 
bation and  accordance  on  the  part  of  the  ^tith 
Government,  seems  to  me  wiU  be  followed  ia 
either  case,  and  in  the  latter  case  personally  tad 
chiefly,  with  consequences  which  we  may  see  oc- 
casion to  deplore. 

There  is  one  sentiment  which  was  expreved 
by  my  honorable  friend  from  Michigan,  which 
commands  my  most  cordial  approbation.  I  was 
struck  ivith  it.  I  felt  its  force,  and  the  propriety 
of  its  application,  to  the  question  now  imder  a>R- 
consideration,  and  some  kindred  subjects  which, 
tiiough  not  now  before  the  Senate,  ue  opon  die 
table.    It  is  in  these  words: 

•*  It  Is  best  to  let  a  little  common  sense  into  our 
diplomatic  Questions.*' 

I  know  or  no  case  which,  according  tomy  Hid^ 
ment,  more  requires  that  ve  should  let  that  wbde 
some,  sound  proposition  have  due  weight  and  in- 
fluence upon  us.  Yes,  sir,  let  us  have  a  little  com- 
mon sense  in  the  regulation  of  our  concerns.  Do 
not  let  us  be  carried  away  captive  with  tmolions 
which,  however  generous  and  noble  in  themselres, 
do  not  furnish  the  proper  guides  for  representative 
conduct.  A  man,  in  the  private  transactions  of 
life,  may  allow  a  profuse  generosity  and  inabili^ 
to  refuse  any  applicanU  for  help,  to  exhaust  his 
purse,  and  bqgigar  himself  for  life;  and  when  thj 
is  done,  however  severely  we  may  disapprove  of 
it,  we  are  obliged  to  have  a  sympathy  for  aim  who, 
under  such  generous  impulses,  has  sacrificed  him- 
self; but  representatives  and  nations  are  !»"n*J» 
in  my  judgment,  to  have  all  their  sympathies  and 
feelings  under  thorough  and  complete  control— to 
regulate  themselves  by  understandinp-to  let  com- 
mon sense  weigh,  in  all  their  deJiberatioBS,  be- 
cause they  are  not  likea  generous  man  who  squsa- 
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ders  him  owo«  for  if  they  yield  ikemseives  up  to 
4b«^  ungiuded  impulses,  they  squander  what  is 
not  their  own — the  wealth,  the  power,  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  of  which  they  are  only  the 
representatives.  They  sacrifice  not  themselves, 
but  their  covntry. 

IVith  the  kindest  fe^ing^  and  the  highest  re- 
spect for  my  honorable  friend  who  takes  an  inter- 
est in  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  I  must  say, 
that  for  these  reasons  1  cannot  give  it  my  vote  m 
mny  form  or  shane. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  I  am  much  obliged 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  for 
introducing  one  or  two  topics  on  this  occasion, 
more  particularly  since  I  saw  them  adverted  to  the 
other  day,  in  the  principal  Administration  paper. 

Mr.  BADGER.    What  paper  is  that? 

Mr.  CASS.    It  is  called  the  ''Republic.*' 

Mr.  BADGER.     I  never  saw  the  article. 

Mr.   CASS,     r  would  not  have  introduced  the 
matter  myself,  but  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
Senator  give  me  occasion  to  edvert  to  it.     That 
fMper  compared  the  speech  which  I  made  some 
tinte  ago  on  this  subject  to  that  made  by  my  hon- 
orable friend  from   Illinois;  and  said  that  mine 
was  a  very  vit>Ient  assault  on  the  Government  of 
England.    Nothing  could  be  further  from    my 
intentioR  than  to  make  any  such  assault.    What- 
ever my  opinion  may  be  as  to  the  English  Govern- 
ment and  people,  (and  there  is  much  to  commend 
in  both,)  It  would  have  been  a  very  improper  oc- 
cajiion  in  me  to  have  indulged  here  a  hostile  feeling 
towards  England;  and  from  one  end  of  my  speech 
to  tite  other,  there  is  not  one  word  to  whicli  the 
most  sensitive  person  on  this  subject  can  object. 
From  my  indistinct  recollection  of  the  subject,  I 
remember  that  the  only  thing  which  I  said  which 
could  possibly  be  construed  mto  disapprobation  of 
the  English  Government,  was  the  remark,  that  an 
Irishman  was  the  victim  of  harsh  and  hard  laws 
at  home.    Well,  there  ia  not  one  Englishman 
from  LaiHl's  End  to  John  o'  Groate's  house,  that 
would  not  say  the  same  thing.    I  am   therefore 
^lad  that  my  honorable  friend  from  North  Caro- 
una  has  done  me  that  justice,  that  a  man  with  my 
speech  before  him  in  that  very  paper,  would  not 
do   ^rhea  he  charged  me  with  using  violent  and 
hostile  Uogunge  against  England. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
does  not  mean  to  intimate  that  1  have  used  any 
such  laiM^ua^e. 

Mr.  CAoS.  The  very  reverse.  I  am  much 
obli|;ed  for  the  expression  of  his  opinion  on  the 
subject;  and  I  am  contrasting  that  with  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  the  "Republic."  It  did 
not  give  me  any  trouble,  but  still  1  thought  it  bet- 
ter to  advert  to  it. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  alluded  to  another 
topic  which  I  find  in  the  same  place;  and  although 
he  does  not  go  so  far  as  the  papner  goes  in  his  views 
on  that  subject,  he  diflers  from  me.    I  refer  to  the 
subject  of  the  moral  turpitude  now  annexed  to 
strictly  political  offences  throughout  the  worhl. 
Why,  he  who  has  not  marked  the  signs .  of  the 
times  on  that  subject,  is  entirely  behind  the  age. 
He  who  does  not  know,  that  for  the  last  fiAy  years 
there  has  been  a  wonderful  progress  and  change 
in  public  opinion  in  respea  to  the  moral  turpitude 
sf  the  men  who  are  guilty  of  political  offences,  does 
a#t  know  the  progress  of  opinion  throughout  the 
world  upon  this  subject.    In  England  1  do  not 
now  remember  how  many  species  of  punisbmept 
there  were  formerly,  but  f  know  there  was  quar- 
tering, and  taking  off  their  heads,  and  cutting  out 
the  bowels,  and  burning  them,  and  other  equally 
horrid  punishments.    But  we  Itear  of  no  such 
punishments  at  this  day.    Who  would  now  stand 
up  and  advocate  such  punishmenu  ?    The  senti- 
nents  of  the  world  have  totally  changed.    The 
object  three  hundred  years  ago  was  to  protect  the 
person  of  the  sovereign:  that  was  the  whole  object 
in  view;  and  laws  were  passed  for  that  purpose. 
.Tbey  made  it  the  most  infamous  crime,  which 
commanded  the  greatest  moral  turpitude  of  any  to 
be  found  ih  the  long  catalogue  of  numan  offences, 
to  attempt  the  subversion  of  the  Government. 

According  to  the  English  law,  if  our  Revolution 
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had  not  succeeded,  it  would  have  been  called  re- 
bellion; and  Washington,  in  those  days,  Would 
have  undergone  that  punishment;  and  English 
j  political  writers  would  have  considered  him  guilty 
i  o(  the  greatest  moral  turpitude.  So  with  respect 
to  every  effort  to  change  the  Government — if  it 
does  not  succeed,  it  is  rebellion;  if  it  succeeds,  it  is 
a  revolution;  but  its  condition,  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  man,  is  the  same,  whetlier  it  succeeds  or  not; 
for  it  depends  on  the  degree  of  oppression  and  on 
the  real  object  of  the  persons  attempting  the  revo- 
lution. That  is  what  constitutes  the  offence,  not 
these  punishments  nor  this  attempt  to  make  it 
moral  turpitude.  I  contended  in  my  remarks  the 
other  day,  that  political  offenders — persons  offend- 
ing against  the  laws  of  the  country  by  attempting 
to  make  a  revolution  when  they  are  oppressed, 
were  not  now  in  the  class  of  those  who  are  guilty 
of  moral  turpitude;  that  no  nation  under  heaven 
now  classes  them  with  thieves,  robbers,  and  mur- 
derers; and  that  because  we  should  interfere  for 
the  pardon  of  such  men,  it  did  not  therefore  follow, 
that  we  should  enter  into  the  long  cittalogue  of 
human  offences,  and  ask  for  the  pardon  of  every 
one  guilty  of  them.  Why,  I  think  the  English 
Government  has  not  shed  a  drop  of  blood  u}r  a 
treasonable  political  offence  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury— perhaps  for  a  third  of  a  century.  Look  at 
the  progress  of  events  in  France.  For  many  a 
long  year  not  a  single  drop  of  blood  was  shed 
ther^  for  political  offences.  Political  offences  there 
are  recognized  as  not  calling  for  the  effusion  of 
human  blood,  and  as  not  being^  attended  with 
moral  turpitude.  Therefore  1  said  the  other  day, 
that  they  were  indeed  offences  against  existing 
laws,  but  yet  were  not  viewed  in  the  same  light 
with  other  crimes;  and  in  saying  that  1  said  just 
what  is  the  opinion  of  the  age;  and  I  now  repeat, 
that  the  turpitude — that  the  condition  of  the  offend- 
er against  the  laws  depends' entirely  on  the  state 
of  the  country,  and  on  his  object  in  endeavoring 
to  make  a  change  in  the  Government. 

My  honorrable  friend  from  North  Carolina  has 
supposed  two  or  three  cases.  1  shall  not  go  into 
them  in  detail,  for  1  remarked  the  other  day,  that 
when  just  such  a  case  as  this  happens,  and  the 
British  Government  has  the  same  natural  interest 
in  interceding  as  we  have  in  this  case,  I,  for  one, 
shall  be  very  happy  to  hear  and  listen  to  them. 
But  what  similarity  is  there  between  the  case  sup- 

gosed  by  the  honorable  Senator  and  tliis  case? 
uppose  the  Christiana  rioters  had  been  found 
fuilty  of  treason :  what  kind  of  treason  would  it 
ave  been?  Not  the  treason  of  which  Washington 
was  guilty ;  not  the  treason  of  which  Kossuth 
W€ui  guilty ;  not  the  treason  of  which  O'Brien  was 
guilty;  not  that  treason  which  shakes  govern- 
ments and  establishes  republics ;  but  constructive 
treason,  by  which  the  effort  to  put  down  a  partic- 
ular law,  not  aimed  at  the  government  at  all,  is 
construed  to  be  treason.  I  go  for  no  sUch  purpose 
as  that.  1  would  say  to  England,  that  that  is  not 
the  class  of  offences  in  which  the  offenders  are  re- 
lieved from  moral  tdrpitude  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world. 

Again:  the  honorable  Senator  seems  to  presup- 
pose, that  because  we  apply  to  England  to  pro- 
cure a  pardon  for  these  gentlemen,  therefore,  if 
she  applies  to  us  in  any  extreme  case,  we  must 
do  the  same  thing.  Why,  we  are  just  as  free  to 
act  before  as  after;  she  is  just  as  free  to  act  before 
as  after,  and  after  as  before.  We  say,  that  under 
the  circumstai^ces  in  which  these  Irishmen  were 
convicted,  and  a  large  portion  of  our  people  being 
their  countrymen,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  their 
fate,  we  ask  the  British  Ghivemment  to  extend  its 
clemency  to  them.  They  refuse  it  or  they  grant 
it.  If  they  make  us  a  request,  not  based  on  the 
same  circumstances  at  all,  are  iVe  bound  to  grant 
it?  No,  sir.  It  imposes  no  kind  of  obligation  on 
us  to  grant  it;  and  yet,  from  the  tenor  of  the  re- 
marks of  my  honorable  friend,  it  would  seem  us 
though  he  bases  his  argument  on  the  fact,  that  if 
we  apply  to  England  and  she  grants  our  request 
under  these  circumstances,  we  must  grant  any  re- 
quest she  may  make  under  any  circumstances.  1 
totally  disclaim  any  such  idea,  and  I  did  it  in  my 


speech  the  other  day,  and  I  repeat  it  now.  If 
we  make  this  application  in  this  manner  to  Eng- 
land, she  is  just  as  free  to  act  against  the  applica- 
tion a.**!  for  it ;  and  we  are  just  as  free  to  act  in  any 
case  for  or  against  an  application  as  though  this 
case  hod  never  occurred.    That  is  my  view  of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  am  extreme- 
ly obliged  to  my  friend  from  Michigan  for  allu- 
oing  to  an  article  which  has  been  published,  be- 
cause it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  saying,  that  as 
I  am  not  a  subscriber  to  that  paper,  and  do  not 
take  it,  I  have  never  seen  the  article.  I  have  only 
one  or  two  remarks  to  make  further. 

The.  honorable  Senator  seems  to  suppose  that 
it  is  a  very  grievous  crime  for  men  to  assemble 
and  to  associate  themselves  tocher  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  tlie  execution  of  one  of  the 
laws  of  a  Government,  but  that  the  parties  con- 
cerned would  at  once  lose  the  character  of  men 
influenced  by  immoral  motives  if  their  object  was 
to  put  an  end  to  all  the  laws,  and  destroy  the 
whole  authority  of  the  Government. 

The  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
this:  tliat  assembling  together  and  concerting  by 
force  to  prevent  the  execution  of  one  law  is  not  a 
political  offence  to  which  the  public  opinion  of 
mankind  does  not  annex  criminality  and  moral 
turpitude  ;  but  if  the  object  be  to  put  down  all  the 
laws  of  the  Government,  and  to  destroy  its 
authority,  then  the  parties  concerned  in  it  lose 
the  character  of  moral  offenders,  and  are  only 
offenders  against  the  municipal  law,  untaint^ 
with  moral  turpitude.  Thelre  cannot  be  any  such 
distinction  as  that. 

The  honorable  Senator  referred  to  the  case  of 
Washington  and  his  associates.  Surely  the  vin- 
dication of  Washington  from  moral  turpitude  does 
not  arise  from  the  fact  that  he  was  engaged  in  an 
enterprise  to  put  down  the  authority  of  the  British 
Government  here.  It  arose  from  the  fact  that  he 
was  engaged  in  it,  with  his  fellow-coimtrymen, 
from  justifiable  reasons  and  for  ends  that  in  them- 
selves made  a  resort  to  force  for  tliat  purpose  al- 
lowable and  justifiable.  Therefore  the  honorable 
Senator's  argument  has  nothing  to  do  in  refuting 
the  reasons  which  I  submitted  to  the  Senate.  My 
reasons  were  not  founded  at  all  upon  any  determi- 
nation of  the  question  whether  or  not  Mr.  O^Brien, 
Mr.  Mitchell,  and  their  associates,  had  or  had  not 
justifiable  grounds  for  the  proceeding  which  they 
adopted  to  separate  Ireland  from  her  present  con- 
nection with  Great  Britain.  Not  at  all.  My  argu- 
ment is  this:  Great  Britain  did  not  think  so;  the 
English  Government  did  not  think  so;  that  Gov- 
ernment considered  them  as  not  only  engaged  in 
an  unlawful  enterprise,  but  an  enterprise  of  wick- 
edness; because  in  their  view  it  was  an  enterprise 
by  which  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Ireland  itself, 
would  have  been,  if  not  destroyed,  greatly  injured; 
and  that  inasmuch  as  the  sovereign  of  Great  I^ritain 
having  caused  these  gentlemen  to  be  prosecuted  for 
an  offence  which  she  deemed  to  be  a  grave  one, 
and  they  having  been  convicted  of  thai  offence, 
were  sentenced  to  the  punishment  of  death,  and 
that  punishment  commuted  to  banishment  from 
their  country,  the  British  Government  would  re- 
gard us  as  interposing  in  behalf  of  men  who  do  not 
merit  such  interposiuon.  That  Government  can- 
not recognize  these  gendamen  as  being  noble  pa- 
triots, engaged  in  doing  what  was  for  the  good  of 
their  country,  and  what  it  was  an  act  of  glorious 
self-sacrifice  in  them  to  endeavor  to  achieve.  If  it 
recognizes  that  character,  why  have  they  been  sent 
to  Van  Dieman  's  Land  ?  I  f  the  dueen  of  England 
looked  upon  them  as  possessing  the  character 
which  the  honorable  Senator  attributes  to  them— 
and  very  justly,  for  aug:ht  I  know,  I  have  no  juris- 
diction over  tliat  question  and  shall  express  no 
opinion  upon  it — she  had  as  full  power  to  pardon 
as  she  had  to  transmute  the  punishment;  ana  there- 
fore the  consequence  is  as  I  have  shown,  and  which 
nothing  has  been  said  to  weaken  the  force  of,  that 
our  interference  here  would  justify  tlie  interposi- 
tion of  Great  Britain  in  behaff  of  just  such  offend- 
ers as  the  Christiana  rioters,  if  they  had  been 
convicted  of  high  treason  against  this  country.  I 
think  that  if  such  an  application  had  been  made, 
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th'Hi  Government  would  scarcely  hnve  recognized 
Uie  force  and  vjilidity  of  the  distinction  \yhicli  is 
assigned  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Micliigan. 
What  would  that  reason  be?  **  We  asked  you  to 
intei-fere  in  behalf  of  Smith  O'Brien  and  his  asso- 
ciates because  they  were  hig]i  and  meritorious  men , 
and  only  sought  to  destroy  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Empire,  to  throw  off  the  connection  and 
destroy  the  dependence  now  existing:  between  the 
parts  of  that  mighty  Empire.  That  was  «ll  they 
attempted,  therefore  it  was  a  proper  ease  A»r  our 
interposition;  but  in  tliis  case,  these  men  did  not 
seek  to  destroy  the  Govei-nment  and  Consiiiudon 
of  the  country;  they  only  sought  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  one  of  ii.slawd;  and  therefore  they  are 
such  great  offenders  that  it  is  utterly  intolerable 
that  you  should  be  allowed  to  inteqiose  your  i^ood 
offices  in  their  behalf,  or,  at  all  evenla,  that  thefi* 
good  otHces  cnri  receive  the  favorable  consideration 
of  this  Government. " 

There  is  nothing  in  the  distinction  which  the 
Senator  urges,  which  can  have  any  application  to 
the  objections  which  1  have  raised.  I  do  not  under- 
take to  decide  the  question  whether  Smith  O'Brien 
and  Uis  associates  were  right  or  wrong.  I  will 
assume,  for  the  purpose  of  this  discussion,  that 
they  were  right;  that  their  country  was  laboring 
unaer  intolerable  oppression;  and  that  it  was  at 
once  their  right  and  their  duty  to  employ  force,  in 
order  to  deliver  her  from  the  tyrannical  conduft  of 
her  oppressors  across  the  Channel.  Assuming 
that,  how  completely  will  it  be  retorted  upon  us  in 
the  supposed  events  to  which  I  hare  referred,  and 
which  were  once  supposed  likely  to  have  hap- 
pened? And  how  easily  may  Great  Britain  re- 
turn upon  us,  and  say,  that  tfiese  were  noble  and 
generous  spirits;  vindicators  of  oppressed  human- 
ity, rushing  forward  at  their  personal  hazard, 
without  any  individual  interest  in  the  question, 
and  sacrificing  their  all  to  prevent  those  who  had 
escaj>ed  from  an  tmjust  and  barbarous  servitude 
from  being  restored  to  the  dominion  of  their  mas- 
ters. If  we  set  this  example,  we  shall  have  no 
right,  as  I  conceive,  to  consider  it  an  improper  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  if,  under  the  circumstances  I  have  men- 
tioned, she  should  interpose  her  good  offices. 

The  honorable  Senator  says  that  he  knows 
nothing  about  the  spirit  of  the  age  for  the  last  fifty 
years,  who  does  not  understand  that  political  of- 
fences are  no  longer  regarded  as  accompanied  by 
moral  turpitude.  1  do  not  understand  that  any 
such  proposition  has  gone  forth  to  the  world. 
We  all  know  this;  that  political  offences  are  looked 
upon  as  very  venial  by  all  nations  in  the  world, 
except  those  against  which  they  are  committed. 
But  aoes  the  Czar  of  Russia  look  upon  a  political 
offence  against  his  crown  and  government  as  ac- 
comnanied  with  no  moral  criminality  ?  Does 
England,  as  in  this  very  case  of  the  exiles  in  Van 
Dieman's  Land?  Does  France,  under  the  model 
Repuldic,  in  which  has  terminated  the  glorious  con- 
solidation of  liberty  with  the  name  of  democracy, 
over  which  we  sung  <i\\r  jnbitantea  a  few  year.^  ago  ? 
Docs  her  Government  look  upon  those  offences  in 
that  light  ?  Does  her  government  look  upon  polit- 
ical offences  as  matters  of  tritial  concern,  not  ac- 
companied with  moral  culpability  ?  Why  arc  the 
vessels  of  the  French  marine  now  put  into  requi- 
sition for  the  purpose  of  carrying  away  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  the  citizens  of  the  l^rench 
nation — I  had  almost  s;iid  Republic?  We  know 
that  some  of  the  best  and  most  excellent  peo- 
ple of  that  country  have  l>een  deported  i'>  pe- 
nal colonies — banished  from  their  country.  The 
Slates  acrainst  which  political  offences  are  com- 
mitted, never  regard  them  hi  the  light  wliich  the 
Senator  supposes.  There  may  occur  cases  in  the 
history  of  such  Governuients  in  which  the  formal 
guilt  of  the  political  offence  is  complete,  while 
what  is  supposwl  to  be  the  essence  of  the  crime  is 
wanting;  and  when  thes^  causes*  ocmr  tlie  Govern- 
ment shows  it  by  extending  a  pardon,  or  discon- 
tinuing t!ie  prosecution,  or  passing  it  over. 

I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  in  conclusion,  that 
my  objection  to  this  mea.sure  is  not  founded  on 
the  determined,  or  asserted,  or  intimated  ground, 
that  these  unfortunate  gentlemen  were  morally 
criminal;  that  they  were  not  ]>oliticiilly  justifiable; 
that  the  condition  of  things  did  not  warrant,  and 
even  require,  them  to  resort  to  force  to  accom- 
plish the  object  which  they  had  in  view.  Not  at 
all.  On  that  I  give  no  opinion.  But  my  objection 
is  this:  we  think  many  of  them  worthy  subjects 
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of  sympathy — noble  patrioifi  enfitlod  to  liberty. 
England  does  not  think  so,  or  she  would  liberate 
them.  Then  we  interpose,  bec^iuse  wc  have  a 
view,  wiili  regard  to  thcfir  case,  different  from  that 
taken  by  the  English  Government.  Then  it  is 
reasona6le  that,  when  political  ollences  may  be 
committed  here,  the  EInglish  Government  has  pre- 
cis efy  the  same  right  to  interpose,  by  their  good 
offices,  in  behalf  of  those  whom  that  Government 
may  recognize  as  champions  of  humanity — as  no- 
ble and  choice  spirits  ot  the  earth — but  wjiom  our 
laws  CA)ndemn  to  severe  and  condign  punishment. 
That  is  my  objection. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senate  will  pardon  me  while 
I  say  a  word  more.  I  wish  to  go  back  to  my 
original  proposition,  which  is  preci.<?ely  this: 
That  any  oppressed  people,  when  they  strive  to 
change  tneir  government — whether  the  result  of 
their  effort  be  revolution  or  rebellion — are  not 
guilty  of  monil  turpitude  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
man.  That  is  my  proposition;  and  that  is  the 
prevalent  opinion  at  the  present  day.  Otherwise 
you  make  the  criminality  de]>endeni  entirely  upon 
the  event.  And  you  can  make  no  aiidlogue 
which  will  not  include  Wasliington  and  his  coun- 
trymen, und-all  that  host  of  patriots  who  de- 
voted their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  service  of 
their  country.    That  is  my  proposition. 

My  honorable  friend  aslis:  For  what  were  these 
men  sent  to  Van  Dieman*8  Land,  if  they  were  not 
guilty  of  moral  turpitude? 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  did  not  ask  any  such  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  understood  my  honorable  friend 
also  to  allude  to  the  case  of  France,  in  support  of 
his  proposition.  I  can  tell  him  why  men  have 
been  sent  from  France.  It  is  because  Louis  Na- 
poleon has  got  the  power;  and  no  man  will  say 
that  such  men  as  young  Lafayette  and  L'Estare 
were  guilty  of  moral  turpitude. 

Mr.  BADGER.     I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  am  happy  that  I  was  mistaken. 
I  supposed  that  my  friend  went  upon  the  ground, 
that  there  was  moral  turpitude  because  these  men 
were  sent  away.  It  was  simply  an  act  of  power; 
nothing  less,  nothing  more. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  honorable  Senator  per- 
sists very  strangely  in  misstating  what  I  say.  I 
know  he  does  not  design  it. 

Mr.  CASS.    Certainly  not. 

-Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  given  no  expre^ion  of 
my  opinion  on  the  auestion  of  moral  turpitude. 
I  have  said  over  and  over  again,  that  I  gave  no 
opinion  on  any  such  matter.  I  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernments against  which  political  offences  are  com- 
mitted do  not  regard  political  offenders  as  being 
patriots  influenced  by  high  and  lofty  nmtives,  and 
worthy  of  consideration  and  regard.  They  look 
upon  them  as  criminals,  and  therefore  punish  them. 
That  is  what  I  have  said,  and  all  that  I  have  said 
on  that  ^int.  My  argument  is  entirely  depend- 
ent on  that,  as  1  have  endeavored  to  explais  more 
than  once.  Jt  depends  on  the  proposition  which  I 
have  stated,  and  now  restate,  that  if  we  interfere 
in  behalf  of  those  whom  another  Government 
deems  worthy  of  punishment,  because  we  think 
them  excellent  persons,  deserving  no  punishment, 
they  may  inteifere  in  regard  to  persons  they 
may  deem  engaged  in  laudable  efforts  to  set  aside 
our  laws  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  a  higher 
system  in  obedience  to  the  higher  law,  though  we 
deem  them  criminals,  and  wish  to  subject  them 
to  tlie  severest  punishment. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
this  debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  shall  not 
make  any  remarks  of  my  own.  Since  I  made  a 
few  rejnark»  on  Saturday  last,  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  whose  opinions  I  think 
this  ^cnnte  v/ill  respect.  He  is  aStmtliern  gentle- 
man, and  perhaps  as  sensitive  in  rdaiion  to 
Southern  rights  as  my  honorable  friend  from 
North  Carolina.  I  at  one  time  felt  disposed  to 
iouc.h  upon  this  very  point.  Were  I  a  Southern 
man,  1  should  be  proud  of  it;  but  certainly,  with 
all  respect  for  the  South,  I  should  hesitate  as  to 
the  propriety  of  bringing  in  that  very  sensitive 
question  upon  all  occasicms.  I  should  not  feel  that 
1  was  estopped  from  expressing  my  sympathy 
with  the  unfortunate,  because  I  happened  to  be  a 
Southern  man.  But  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  on 
that  point. 

Here  is  a  letter  which  I  have  received  fiK>m  a 
highly  cultivated  SouUiern  gentleman — a  Virgin- 
ian, who  represented  this  country  at  the  Court  of 


! 


St.  James.     Permit  me  to  say,  that  while  ihert, 
no  man  ever  represented  this  country  nt  that 
Court,  or  at  any  other  Court,  who  was  more  sen- 
sitiveas  to  this  very  question.     I  very  we'.l  rtcol- 
lect,  that  at  one  time  a  difficulty  arose  between 
him  and  a  very  powerful  man  or  the  times  and  of 
the  occasion — Mr.  O'Connell— on  some  qnctiioii 
of  this  kind.    I  imk  that  the  letter  may  Le  read, 
because  I  think  thai  he  preiJents  the  matter  about 
as  forcibly  i\s  it  could  be  presented  in  a  spperh. 
The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  followH: 

Geoksktown,  f'cbrvaTy  Itk,  IftSi 
Mv  di:ar  Sir:  I  regret  thai  I  tras  unalde  lo^^itoitM- 
Senate  Ciiauiber  thin  moraing,  to  Itenr  the  whwlo  oi'  jrmr 
admirable  Mpcoclt  upon  the  reKohmoii  in  behalf  uf  O'Briea 
and  his  a.^sjicialerf.    Wlisl  I  did  hear,  gave  nie  grriti  pl.t*- 
ure,  and  did  you  high  honor,  not  nrUy  as  a  man  ixui  Iriih 
man.  but  iui  an  American  Senator.     I  hope  to  m^  yovr 
i«l>ceeh  rtilly  reported,  and  might  a^k  the  iavorof  >ou  toMod 
uin  a  copy  to  Majiche^ier,  t^outh  Carolina,  \\ber«  1  ara  p» 
ine  for  a  low  \ve*'k8,  on  a  visit.    I  \va.-»  forcibly  rtnick  with 
the  picmr«'  you  drew  of  Ireland  and  her  prewnt  rituanon. 
iu  conneclion  With  (treat  Bntaiii.     ft  wtL-*  eloquently.  M\, 
and  faitlifully  done  ;  and  nothing  can  be  mure  tni*!,tliuitiif 
opinion  you  express'Cd,  a-*  to  the  effect  of  your  rewihiiioii, 
and  Uie  courni;  and  policy  of  tiie   Britinh  Govcmmftil  m 
ihu  subject  *»f  it.     f  f  it  pas?e«  f'ongress,  it  will  lend  to  ib« 
ijniii<>diate  reliefof  thoje  unfortuoate  men,  I  ventutclOMT. 
The  Miidstry  wiii  »eize  u|i«m  it  an  the  nieanii  of  eiteadu^ 
cleineucv  and  mercy,  which,  without  it,  Uicy  rmstil  feH 
some  dit^icult>'  indoing.    The  true  policy  now,  of  fai^^nd. 
is  lo  conciliate  Ireland;  to  compose  the  di49eu«ioii<»of  !l» 
Irir^h  people,  not  to  fan  the  cuibtna  of  iubditedrebeilut*  a»d 
agitation;   not  to  array  Proteiitant  Of^nst  Catholic,  »4 
CathoUc  againiit  Protestant ;  butby  uniting  all  cla.'«j«*'!'of Wr 
population  of  tbii*  ill-laicd  country  around  tlieConiftituUon, 
and  extenduig  mercy  to  her  deluded  and  nd^guided  pw»tiH'. 
Justice  id  sauctied,  and  the  law*  rin^icuUd.    I'he  great  le 
Dealer  and  .Agitator  i^  iu  his  gnive.   He.  and  bin  inentor)  vt 
buried,  and  his  dettpotic  ptiwer  and  boundle»!»  populanly 
have  vanished  with  hi  in.    The  great  niaAties  now,  on  bolii 
^idcx  tlie  Channel,  believe  that  union  with  Great  BrittiB 
ii4  eissential  to  the  freedom  and  resuscitation  of  Irelaad;  rtj 
taiiiiy  to  itH  future  sreatnetiS.    Instead,  tlien, of  proNecuutMu 
and  chains  and  gibbet^,  England  knowa  and  feels  thai  it  t> 
by  kindness  and  Justice  and  clemency,  that  tlie  Irish  nation 
are  to  be  governed  and  deemed  worth v  of  being  tlie  iiUy<v 
a  mighty  Knipire.    Ciod  and  nature  have  mad«  tti«  iw 
rountrie.-*  essential  to  each  other,  and  a  final  aeiorauou 
would  be  fatal  to  each.    Thi?*  is  my  opinion,  and  I  have 
some  right  to  tbrra  it,  from  a  knowledge  of  borti.    f  Icbow. 
too,  tliat  many  of  the  vriie*t  and  be«t  men  in  England  vA 
Ireland  concur  in  tliis  opinion.    I  hope  that  the  reiM>(uho« 
will  pas.4,  and  that  all  the  benefits  you  anticipate  uay  re- 
sult from  it. 

Very  truly  and  rei«pccifully,  yonr  friend  and  obedient  *«- 
vant,  A.  BTEVKNdO.V. 

General  J.  Shields. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  1  have  taken  the  liberty  oi 
having  that  letter  read,  because  this  gentleitiaR, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  diplomatic  propriety, 
seems  to  regard  this  as  wholly  harmle.«8  in  th» 
respect.  He  is  well  acquQintecf,  too,  with  the  di«- 
position  of  the  English  Government,  and  with  the 
condition  of  the  English  and  Irish  people. 

With  respect  to  the  amendments  to  my  ainen^ 
ment  which  have  been  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  I  am  quite  willing  to  accept  them, 
if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  rules  of  tte 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  cannot  accept 
them.  The  question  is  on  amending  the  aniewf- 
ment  as  proposed. 

Mr.  MASON.  Mr.  President,  I  listened  wiiJi 
very  great  pleasure,  on  a  former  day,  to  the  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  Senator  from  Ulinoii, 
who  stands  here  now,  I  believe,  the  imtnediatt 
patron  of  this  resolution.  None  cm  doubt  th«i 
the  interest  which  he  takes  in  this  subject,  \yefu\ts 
the  general  interest  actuating  an  American  suites- 
man,  is  of  a  character  peculiar  and  appropriaif  U' 
himself;  and  he  has  presented  this  resolution,  aiw 
has  sustained  it  in  a  manner  which,  while  it  reflecte 
credit  op  him  as  a  statesman,  does  even  ^reatrt- 
credit  to  his  heart  than  his  head.  It  is  not  ttif 
(lesion  at  nil  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  these  prop- 
ositions, further  than  U>  exprefts  my  opinio/i  <'i 
iu  policy.  It  is  a  measure  of  kindred  character 
with  the  one  that  was  discussed  yesterday  by  ihe 
honorable  Senator  from  Michi^n,  [Mr.  Ca«».] 
It  is  a  measure  which  commits  this  Government  ta 
a  step  never  heretofore  taken;  to  an  interference 
—a  direct  interference — ^with  the  policy  oC  foreign 
Governments.  It  is  in  that  light  alone  that  I  am 
permitted,  as  a  SenaUir  from  one  of  these  Statw. 
to  look  at  it,  and  to  consider  it.  However  freelT 
I  acknowledge  that  the  most  deep  and  nrneat 


sympathies  of  the  American  people  are  <vitli  these 
men,  whom  we  justly  call  fiatriois,  now  in  exile 
from  their  fatherland,  I  feel  bound  to  declare  that 


this  Gkivernment  is  forbidden  from  interference. 

Sir,  we  have  seen  lately  agenileman  from  abroaa 
here,  on  a  self-aci-redite^  mission  to  this  counir) » 
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for  the  purpose  of  unsettling  its  policy  in  relation 
lo  foreign  Uovernments;   We  have  seen  the  coun- 
tenance he  has  met  with  from  men  of  every  de- 
pee  and  ©very  station.    We  have  seen,  I  fear, 
that  he  haa  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  feel- 
ing of  a  portion  of  the  American  people  as  to  that 
foreign  policy;  and  we  have  Mritnessed  the  fact,  that 
thousands  have  hung  listeners  to  him  when  he  has 
attempted  to  show  them  that  Washington,  who 
laid  the  foundations  of  this  policy  deep  and  broad, 
was  mistaken;  and  who  listened  to  him  when  he 
told  them,  that  although  he  was  aware  the  Gov- 
ernment was  against  a  change  in  that  policy,  he 
was  equally  aware  that  the  people  could  control 
the  Government;  and  he  declared  and  avowed  that 
be  was  here  to  induce  the  American  people  to 
overrule  the  Government — in  what?    In  a  matter 
of  policy  in  relation  to  foreign  nations,  which  has 
never  been  departed  from  smce  Washington  pro- 
mui^ed  it. 

I  have  heard  with  great  and  deep  regret, that  the 
josiIv-distinguishedSenatorfrom  Michigan,  whose 
woraa  almost  carry  the  weight  of  authority  before 
the  American  people,  has  told  us,  as  late  as  yes- 
terday, that  we  had  need  of  no  fear  in  taking  the 
iten  which  he  recommended;  that  it  won  la  not 
lena  to  war;  but  that  it  would  exercise  a  moral 
and  suasive  influence  on  things  abroad ;  and  he 
cited  numerous  instances  where  foreign  Govern- 
ments had  expressed  their  opinions  of  the  intended 
actions  of  otners,  and  we  liad  seen  them  carried 
into  execution,  and  yet  they  stood  silent  and  inac- 
tive. What  were  these  foreign  Governments? 
They  were  the  Government*!  of  kings  and  poten- 
tates; of  princes,  \i'ho  were  actuated  by  selfish 
considerations  alone  in  whatever  they  suffgested 
or  recommended  to  those  around  them.  What  is 
our  Government?  A  Government  of  the  people. 
And  is  it  to  be  believed,  will  it  be  credited,  that  it 
should  be  recommended  to  the  American  people, 
in  wielding  this  Goverpment,to  declare  a  nuqiose 
which  they  do  not  mean  to  execute?  Sir,  the 
rery  man  to  whom  I  have  alluded — the  Hunga- 
rian— avowed  in  one  of  his  public' addresses,  that 
although  it  was  not  intended*  that  the  policy  which 
he  recommended  should  lead  to  v/ar,  yet  it  was 
true  that  it  became  a  natbn,  as  he  exnressed  it,  to 
bark  its  diplomacy  with  the  power  or  the  country. 
I  did  not  intend  when  I  rose  to  discuss  these 
({uestions.  The^  are  kindred.  However  little 
allied. in  fact  or  m  purpof<e,  they  are  of  kindred 
wri^n,  and  will  lead  to  kindred  results.  I  may 
feel  it  to  be  n  duty  devolved  upon  me,  before  the 
measure  discussed  yesterday  shall  be  brought  to  a 
final  vote,  to  express  my  opinions  at  length  upon 
ihia  subject.  I  meant  only  now  to  express  more 
particularly  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  the  feel- 
ing of  regret  with  which  I  am  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  pronositiun  which  he  has  so  ably  sus- 
tained. 1  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  with  what- 
ever reluctance,  at  once  to  vote  in  the  negative,  if 
it  shall  come  to  a  vote.  But  1  should  be  better 
satisfied,  entertaining  the  feeling  1  do  entertain 
towards  the  gentlemen  in  whose  behalf  it  has  ori- 
ginated, that  it  should  belaid  on  the  table.  If  not 
unacceptable  to  him,  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Unless  some  one  is  disposed 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  1  would  like  to  have  the 
resolution  disposed  of  at  once.  I  think  that,  gen- 
erally speakinff,  the  longer  these  questions  are  kept 
in  suspense,  the  worse  feeling  arises  out  of  them. 
Hence  1  would  like  to  see  the  resolution  disposed 
of  now.  But  I  must  state,  that  I  cannot,  in  jus- 
lice  to  myself,  accede  to  the  suggestion  of  the- 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  allow  the 
resolution  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON.    I  will  not  insist  on  the  motion, 
if  it  is  unacceptable  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.     I  am  highly  gratified 
with  the  Bii^estion   made  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.     iTie  resolutions  offerea  by  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  [NJr.  Clarke,]  in  reference  to 
the  question  of  intervention,  and  this  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  are  certainly  kindred 
subjects.    Th^'y  have  their  origin  in   the  same 
feelings  growing  out  of  recent  events.    I  think  it 
will  become  the  Senate,  as  the  discussion  is  to 
{0  on  upon  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentle- 
nruui  from  Rhode  Island,  to  postpone  action  upk>n 
this  resolution,  until  we  have  heard  the  discussion 
upon  the  whole  subject.    I  do  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  ray  friend  from  Illinois  in  his  move- 
ment at  aQ,  but  I  wanted  to  throw  myself  upon 
hit  courtesy,  to  know  whether  it  would  not  meet 


his  approbation  that  the  resolution  might  lie  over 
until  we  get  through  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  through 
the  whole  discussion  before  we  vote.     I  feel  dis- 

Cosed  to  make  some  remarks  upon  these  subjects 
efore  we  finally  dispose  of  them;  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  make  those  remarks  now,  and  I  do 
not  wish  th<»  question  to  be  taken  at  this  time. 

Several  Senators  expressed  a  desire  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Well,  then,  without 
wishing  to  take  the  floor  on  the  resolution,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  as  it  is  past  three 
o'clock.  Perhaps  when  the  subject  comes  up 
agnin,  we  shall  be  able  to  make  some  disposition 
of  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Fthnutry  11,  1852. 

The  House  met  pursuantto  adjournment.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M^.  Butler. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  STRATTON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  present  certain  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  that  they  be  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
pnnted. 

There  being  no  objection,  thepreanible  and  res- 
olutions were  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  Constitution  or  the  United  Slaien  ii^a  cotn- 

J>act  hetwecn  tlic  several  Statex,  and  forms  tlie  basi»  of  our 
r'ttderal  Union :  • 

And  wheroas  tho  itaid  Suites,  throtigfa  Uieir  Keprenenta- 
tives,  in  novereiicn  capacities  as  Stales,  by  adopting  said  Con- 
stitutiou,  coyccded  only  such  powers  to  th«f  General  Gov- 
ernment AS  were  necesMtr>'  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union. 
'  establish  JusUce,  insure  dometitio  ironqiiiility,  provide  for 
*  the  common  defence,  promote  tlie  general  welfare,  nnd 
^iiecure  the  ble8sing.<(  of  liberty  to  thenitielves  and  pos- 
*terity:»' 

Anil  whereas  the  questions  which  ajiritAted  the  country, 
and  atiM)rbed  so  larxu  a  mmion  of  the  time  of  the  last  se*- 
Kion  of  the  CongrettM  of  th«  United  States ;  questions  iji 
their  nature  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  compromises 
of  the  Constitution,  calculated  to  destroy  our  domestic 
tranquillity,  and  dismember  our  glorious  Union,  were  hap- 
pily tenninatcd  by  the  Comprom^  Measures,  it  is  deciD<»l 
the  iropcraUve  duty  of  this  Li^slature  to  express  their 
sentiments  in  relation  thereto :  Therefore, 

1.  Arto/rect,  (Senate  ooncurring,)  That  the  Con^tutlon 
of  the  United  Ht.ites  was  framed  in  the  fipirit  of  wisdom 
aud  compromise,  is  tho  bond  of  our  Federal  Union,  and 
can  only  be  preserved  by  a  strict  adherence  to  its  cxprcw 
and  implied  powers ;  that  New  Jersey,  one  of  tho  original 
thirteen  States,  has  always  adhered  to  the  ConstitiUion,  and 
is  unolienably  attached  to  the  Union,  and  that  she  will  re- 
sist, to  the  extent  of  h«r  ability,  any  infraction  of  that 
sacred  instrument. 

'i.  ReMolveJy  (rtenat^  concurring,)  That  this  Legislature 
cordially  approves  Uie  measure)*  iulopted  by  Uie  lai>t  session 
of  Congress,  known  as  the  **  Compromise  Measures,*'  nnd 
that  every  patriot,  in  every  part  of  our  widely  exteiulcd 
couniT}',  has  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  adoption  of  t«id  meas- 
sureif,  as  a  triumph  of  constitutional  riglUs  over  a  spirit  of 
wild  aud  disorganizing  fanaticism. 

3.  HetoUf€df  (Senate  concurring,)  That  New  Jersey  will 
abide  by  and  nuKtain  the  compromise  meuiiures,  and  that 
her  Senators  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  be  in- 
structed, and  our  Kepreseutatixeii  in  Congress  be  requested, 
to  resii«t  any  change,  alteration,  or  repeal  tliereof. 

4.  Rtiolved,  (Senate  roncurring,)  That  tiie fugitive  slave 
law  in  in  accordance  witii  the  stipulations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and,  in  its  provisions,  carries  out 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  tho  Constitution  In  its  enmpn>mii);es, 
upon  which  our  Union  is  founded. 

5.  Rttolvtif  (Senate  concurring^  Tlmt  we  approve  of  tlic 
patriotic  Ktand  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
in  declaring  his  detemii nation  to  execute  and  enforce  all 
laws  constitutionally  enacted,  and  tliat  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  will  sustain  him  in  so  doing. 

6.  Aeso/oerf,  (Senato  concunrin|r,)  That  tho  Governor  of 
the  Slate  be  requested  to  trausuut  a  copy  of  tliese  resolu- 
tions to  the  Governor  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  and  to 
each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Is  not  the  question  of  print- 
in  o^  debatable? 

Air.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  But  the  question  to 
lie  upon  the  table  is  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  of  printing,  in 
the  opuiion  of  the  Chair,  is  debatable. 

M r.  QIDDINGS.  Upon  that  question ,  then ,  I 
have  the  floor. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  think  tlie  ques- 
tion, in  its  present  condition,  U  not  debatable. 
The  motion  to  print,  when  connected  with  the  jno- 
tion  to  lie  upon  the  table,  is  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  print  is  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  questions  can 
only  be  sepamted  by  the  House.    The  gentleman 
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cannot  debate  the  question  of  printing  unless  sep- 
arated from  the  motion  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee rises  to  a  point  of  onTer,  I  wish  he  would 
state  it. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolutions  upon  the  table,  and 
ordering  them  to  be  printed. 
.    Mr.  GIDDINGS.  .Upon  the  latter   motion  I 
have  a  word  to  sav. 

Mr.  JONES,    tt  is  a  joint  motion,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  de- 
bate  the  motion  to  lie  upon  Uie  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  1  do  not  ask  that,  but  to 
mak**  a  few  remarks  upon  the  question  of  print- 
ing. 

The  SPEAKER.  So  long  an  the  questions  are 
connected  they  are  not  debatable. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  then  ask  for  a  division  of 
them. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  h«pe  that  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  gentleman  to  call  for  a  separate  vote, 
first  upon  the  motion  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
next  upon  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  make  a  suggestion  to 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio.  J  intended  to  endeavor 
to  get  the  floor  as  soon  as  these  resolutions  should 
be  disposed  of,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  tlie  state  of  the  Union,  to  take  up 
for  consideration  the  President's  message.  Then 
he  can  make  whatever  remarks  he  desires. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  am  very  much  pleased  to 
hear  that.  I  have  waited  almost  three  months  for 
that  motion.  I  shall  not  surrender  the  floor  which 
I  legitimately  possess  upon  the  question  of  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  understand  the  motion  origin- 
ally to  have  l>een  a  joint  one — to  lay  upon  the 
table  and  print.  I  s.*iy  this  motion  cannot  be 
divided  at  tlie  instance  of  one  member. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  compe- 
tent for  the  gentleman  to  c^ll  for  a  division — to 
have  a  separate  vote  upon  each  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  question  of  nivision  should 
be  put  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  propositions  are  divisible;  that  a  member 
has  a  right  to  call  for  the  separation,  and  that  it  is 
not  neces.«»ry  a  vote  shall  be  taken  upon  the  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  about  it. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolutions  upon  the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  gue.stion  of  order.  In- 
asmuch as  the  House  have  laid  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  no  mption  to  print,  or  any  other  motion 
in  connection  v/ith  the  subject, can  be  entertained 
until  the  resolutions  are  taken  from  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Hou.se 
to  order  a  paper  which  may  have  been  laid  upon 
the  table  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  understand  the  Chair  to  decJde, 
then,  that  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to  consider 
a  motion  to  print  n  proposition  wluch  haa  been 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House  is  upon  Uic  motion  to 
print. 

Mr.  ORR.  To  print  resolutions  that  have  been 
laid  upon  the  table.* 

The  SPEAKER.    Yes,  .sir. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  then  take  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  flie  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  withdraw  certain  papers  from  the 
files  of  the  House. 

.Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  HEBARD  a.sked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  withdraw  the  papers  o(  Stephen 
Hoyt  from  the  files  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  objected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Nothing  is  further  from  my 
intention  than  to  ocxrupy  the  time  of  the  House 
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upon  the  queetion  to  which  I  call  their  attention. 
I  wish  to  say  to  the  Houae  and  the  country,  that 
I,  for  one,  am  one  of  tboee  now  present  who  pro- 
fess to  be  Pree-Soilers.  We  are  ready  now,  and 
at  all  iime8,  to  diacusslhequestionsof  the  compro- 
mise, as  they  shall  come  legitimately  before  us.  This 
determination  upon  my  part  was  avowed  upon  the 
first  day  of  the  session.  I  had  hoped  that  we 
should  have  had  the  privileg:e  of  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  President's  message,  and  there  lay- 
ing our  views  before  the  country,  to  whom  we 
are  bound  to  address  ourselves  upon  this  and  every 
other  important  question.  Let  me  say  to  the 
House,  without  intending  any  disrespect  to  mem- 
bers here,  that,  instead  of  adjourning  and  spend- 
ing something  like  five  weeks  of  our  session,  had 
we  come  here  and  laid  our  views,  in  a  statesman- 
like manner,  before  the  country  and  before  this 
body,  we  should  have  improved  ourselves  in  states- 
manship, and  we  shoula  now  have  the  respect  of 
the  people.  We  should  have  respected  ourselves 
better  than  we  now  do,  having  spent  so  much  of 
our  time  in  idleness.  That  time  has  eone  by,  and 
we  cannot  now  recall  it.  And  now,  when  business 
presses,  we  shall  see  gentlemen  rising  upon  tliis 
floor  and  avowing  their  sentiments  upon  important 
questions,  which  should  have  long  sincebeen  dis- 
cussed upon  the  President's  message.  The  reso- 
lutions from  the  respected  Stale  of  New  Jersey 
are  before  us,  and  wnat  is  the  position  in  which 
they  place  us  all?  Already  the  people  of  New 
Jersey,  through  their  Legislature,  are  avowing 
their  sentiments  in  favor  of  these  compromise 
measuses,  while  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  nation  in  Congress  assembled,  are 
not  permitted  to  speak  on  the  subject,  or  to  mani- 
fest our  views,  or  our  intentions,  m  regard  to  these 
measures.  These  are  called  compromise  measures, 
by  which  the  great  question  of  slavery  is  to  be 
silenced  forever.  I  would  say  to  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey,  Send  your  resolutions  to  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.  Send  them,  where  almost  from 
the  first  day  of  our  present  session  down  to  the 
present,  the  agitation  has  been  going  on  upon  this 
very  question  of  suppressing  agitation —-of  silencing 
discussion  upon  slavery.  That  State  is  sending  to 
us  their  determination  of  maintaining  silence  upon 
this  question,  while  they  proclaim  to  the  world 
their  intention  to  uphold  the  fugitive  law,  and 
the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  and  on  our  south- 
ern coast.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  object  to  the 
printing  of  these  resolutions.  The  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  is  certainly  entitled  to  our  respect, 
and  so  areaJl  other  Legislatures.  What  I  protest 
against,  is  this  side-bar  manner,  this  insidious 
mode  of  arguing  questions  from  Legislatures,  and 
from  people  of  diner  en  t  States,  while  we  ourselves 
hermetically  close  our  own  lips  upon  the  question. 
I  will  not  do  it  for  one.  They  speak  in  favor  of 
the  fugitive  slave  law;  and  let  me  say  here,  that 
with  tJiese  resolutions  I  agree  most  heartily,  so  far 
as  they  go  for  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  stand  with  them  in  that  respect. 
And  I  am  the  last  man  to  flinch  from  this  position. 
Would  to  God  that  that  State,  by  her  representa- 
tives upon  this  floor,  would  sustain  the  Constitu- 
tion .  When  1  say  that,  1  say  what  you  know  well 
to  be  my  sentiments;  and  they  are,  that  this  body 
has  notliing  to  do  with  this  question  of  slavery  in 
the  States — that  every  attempt  upon  the  part  of 
this  Government  to  involve  us  in  a  discussion  of 
this  question  is  now,  ever  has  beep,  and  ever 
will  be,  a  violation  of  our  constitutional  rights. 
Hands  off!  Non-intervention !  Keep  your  slavery 
to  yourselves !  is  the  motto  of  the  advocates  of 
freedom  from  the  North.  It  is  your  business — it 
b  your  institution,  with  all  its  curse,  shame,  and 
iniquity,  or  its  glory,  whatever  you  call  it.  It  is 
your  business  and  not  ours.  Involve  us  not  in 
It — keep  it  to  yourselves — mainUiin  it;  but  do  not 
involve  the  freemen  of  my  State,  or  of  the  free 
States,  in  it.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  repeat 
what  I  have  often  said  upon  this  floor,  that  in  one 
instance,  and  but  one,  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  are  we  authorized  to  legislate 
upon  the  question  of  slavery,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion for  the  recapture  of  fugitive  slaves;  and 
upon  that  question  I  am  wiihng  to  give  to  the 
South  everything  that  the  frumers  of  Uie  Consti- 
tution gave  them  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  or 
rather,  I  shall  urge  no  constitutional  objection  to 
such  legislation.  But  when  I  have  done  that,  I 
then  take  my  stand;  I  move  no  further.  Thus  far 
slavery ,  with  its  proud  waves,  may  come ;  but  when 


gentlemen  go  beyond  that,  1  meet  them.  1  know 
how  gentlemen  came  here  with  prejudice  on  their 
minds — I  know  the  misrepresentations  that  have 
gone  through  this  nation  in  regard  to  my  senti- 
ments, and  the  sentiments  of  those  who  advocate 
Northern  rights.  Slaveholders,  Southern  men. 
Northern  men,  men  of  all  parties  have  read  our 
sentiments,  distorted,  misrepresented,  and  falsified, 
and  it  becomes  necessary  at  every  new  session  of 
Congress,  that  we  should  avow  our  doctrines.  I 
do  so  now  to  Southern  men ;  and  I  assure  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  that  if  they  come  up  to  the 
work  and  stand  by  the  Constitution,  we  will  meet 
them  upon  its  very  line,  and  will  stand  with  them 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  we  will  act  as  friends  on 
that  point.  Let  us  repeal  your  laws  involving  us 
in  the  support  of  slavery. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  never  had 
the  privilege  or  constitutional  authority  to  involve 
the  people  of  the  North  in  the  maintenance  of 
slavery,  or  of  your  slave  trade.  I  say  to  you,  one 
and  all,  members  of  this  body,  that  where  you  at- 
tempt to  involve  us  in  the  crimes  and  iniquitias  of 
that  institution,  or  of  the  slave  trade,  you  can  never 
settle  this  -question — you  might  as  easily  unsettle 
the  eternal,  enduring  principles  of  justice,  or  tear 
Deity  from  his  throne,  as  to  settle  this  question 
while  the  freemen  of  the  North  are  involved  in  the 
crimes  of  this  sUve  trade. 

But  here  we  stand,  and  why  ?  Look  at  the  slave 
trade  in  this  District — at  your  slave  prisons  in  this 
District,  sustained  by  laws  of  Congress,  by  which 
fathers,  mothers,  brothersand  sisters, are  nowsigh- 
ing,  weeping  in  chains,  and  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey  sends  up  resolutions  that  we  shall  remain 
involved  in  this  transcendent  iniquity, and  sustain 
this  market  in  human  flesh,  and  authorize  the  sale 
of  fathers  and  mothers  in  this  city  by  act  of  Con- 
gress ;  that  your  Southern  coastwise  slave  trade 
shall  continue,  and  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  prostituted  to  maintain  and  protect  a  com- 
merce in  the  bodies  of  men  and  of  women ;  that 
the  American  stars  and  stripes  shall  float  over  car- 
goes of  mothers,  fathers,  and  children,  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  yet  say  we  shall  remain 
silent  upon  the  subject.  1  will  take  this  occasion 
to  say,  that  I  have  prepared  a  bill,  of  which  I  gave 
notice  early  in  the  session,  to  repeal  the 9th  and  10th 
sections  of  the  law  of  1801,  which  constituted  and 
established  this  coastwise  slave  trade.  We  do 
not  ask  to  interfere  witli  it. ,  We  ask  to  wipe  it 
from  the  statute-book,  and  leave  your  slave  trade 
where  we  found  it,  with  the  people  of  the  slave 
States  themselves.  Why,  sir,  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  asks  us  to  be  quiet — to  regard  their 
compromise  measures  as  a  nnal  settlement  of  the 
slave  question.  Do  they  wish  their  constituents 
and  themselves  to  continue  involved  in  the  enormi- 
ties of  that  traffic  in  mankufd?  1  would  like  to 
hear  gentlemen  meet  these  points,  not  to  evade, 
dodge,  or  cover  them  up,  but  to  meet  these  ques- 
tions in  a  frank,  open  manner,  like  men — like 
statesmen.     Here  are  the  statutes. 

Now,  when  I  come  to  offer  my  bill,  which  I  in- 
tend doing,  I  want  to  know  how  many  of  these 
men,  from  the  North  and  from  the  South,  will 
vole  to  separate  the  North  from  the  support  of 
that  coastwise  slave  trade?  Let  the  representa- 
tives of  New  Jersey  say,  as  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tions before  us,  that  we  have  no  power  over  it; 
that  we  never  had  power  over  it^ — and  I  shall  agree 
with  them.  I  desire  now  to  address  one  word  to 
the  slaveholding  portion  of  this  House.  When  I 
shall  present  t^is  bill,  it  will  give  a  fair  opportu- 
nity for  gentlemen  to  meet  with  us  here  and  test 
this  question,  and  settle  it  forever  by  washing  our 
hands  of  it.  I  expect  there  will  be  a  mighty 
**  coming  down  stairs"  about  that  time.  But  I 
desire  to  unite  with  the  slaveholding  portion  of 
this  body — for  there  is  some  generosity,  with  them, 
at  least  they  have  boldness — and  we  will  smoke 
out  these  dough-faces,  and  drive  them  from  under 
the  bush !  [Laughter.]  Now,  I  repeat  to  South- 
ern men,  that  I  look  to  them  witn  confidence, 
tliat  they  will  meet  us  upon  the  question  fairly, 
and  come  up  to  the  work,  and  permit  me  to  intro- 
duce my  bin  to  repeal  that  law.  Let  it  be  under- 
stood, I  repeat,  that  there  is  nothing  in  that  bill 
which  seeks  to  interfere.  It  is  to  cease  all  inter- 
ference and  repeal  the  law;  not  to  pass  a  new  law, 
but  to  prevent  future  agitation,  to  leave  all  inter- 
ference with  the  slave  trade,  and  leave  it  with  the 
South,  where  it  belong.  This,  I  believe,  is  what 
New  Jersey  wants.    I  go  with  the  people  of  that 


State  to  effect  this  object.    I  go  with  every  man 
in  this  Hall  who  has  spoken  upon  this  subject  to 
effect  this  repeal,  and  thereby  prevent  a^taiioo. 
I  go  with  the  gentleman  from  Georeia,JMr.Mi-i> 
PUT,]  when  he  said  we  had  no  auuority  to  cairy 
slavery  where  it  is  not.    He  then,  sir,  spoke irutl). 
I  agree  with  biro,  although  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
a  slaveholder — no,  1  believe  he  is  a  Democratic 
Union  man.    But  the  truth  is  this:  When  we 
come  to  this  work  gentleirien  retreat  from  their 
positions.    It  is  the  only  subject  on  which  we  arc 
authorized,  under  the  Constitutionr  to  legitime 
concerning  slavery.    On  that  subject  we  possest 
powers  to  legislate  to  a  certain  extent. 

We  can  prohibit  Northern  men  from  preventing 

rou  from  ine  capture  of  your  slaves,  and  that  far 
am  willing  to  go  with  you;  rather,  I  would  say, 
there  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  that.  Thiat 
is  my  doctrine.  We  have  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection to  fixing  a  penaltv  upon  any  roan  who 
shall  interfere  to  prevent  the  slaveholder  from  ar- 
resting and  returning  his  fugitive  slaves.  But 
there  I  stop.  The  State  of  New  Jersey,  by  her 
Legislature,  may  proclaim  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
take  upon  ourselves  the  appointment  of  officers  of 
commissioners  to  run  after  and  seize  your  slaves 
for  ysu,  but  I  deny  that  position  altogether.  We 
have  no  constitutional  authority  thus  to  de^de 
Northern  men.  Let  me  say  to  Southern  men,  It 
is  your  privilege  to  catch  your  own  slaves,  if  any 
one  catclies  them.  It  is  not  our  duty  to  play  the 
blood-hound  for  you.  It  is  your  duly  to  meet 
the  expense  of  it,  and  not  ours.  We  will  not 
tax  our  constituents,  our  laboring  men,  to  defray 
the  expense  of  chasing  down  and  securing  your 
fugitives.  Catch  them  yourselves.  You  have  a 
constitutional  right  to  do  it;  but  we  will  not  tuni 
out  and  play  the  blood-hound  for  vou.  Whenyoo 
ask  us  to  paj  the  expense  of  arresting  your 
slaves,  or  to  give  the  President  authority  to  ap- 
point officers  to  do  that  dirty  work,  give  then 
power  to  compel  our  people  to  give  chase  to  the 
panting  bondman,  you  overstep  the  bounda  of 
the  Constitution;  and  there  we  meet  you,  and 
there  we  stand.  And  there  we  shall  remain.  We 
shall  protest  against  such  indignity;  we  shall  pro- 
claim our  abhorrence  of  such  a  law.  Nor  can 
you  seal  our  lips,  or  silence  our  voices.  Do 
you  believe  that  Nortliern  men  are  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  surrender  their  self-respect,  their  dignity, 
and  pay  the  expenses  of  giving  chase  to  your 
fugitive  slaves?  If  so,  let  me  tell  you  that  there 
is  a  sentiment  now  passing  through  the  whole 
North,  and  through  the  whole  Union,  that  will  set 
your  calculations  at  defiance.  You  cannot  quiet 
it.  Like  Bnnquo's  ghost,  it  will  not  down  at  your 
bidding.  Sir,  the  popular  sentiment  of  this  na- 
tion hurls  defiance  at  this  weak  and  effeminate 
body,  when  it  undertakes  to  tell  the  people  thai 
they  shall  surrender  their  consciences  at  yoor  bid- 
ding, and  engage  in  the  vile  work  of  seizing  their 
fellow-man,  and  dragging  him  to  bondage  and  op- 
pression. 

I  had  no  intention,  when  I  rose,  of  saying  more 
than  to  enter  my  protest  against  tlie  manner  of  in- 
terfering here  on  all  sides  of  this  (piestion  except  • 
upon  that  of  freedom,  and  that  while  we,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  North,  remain  silent,  theStatM, 
through  their  Legislatures,  shoufd  be  permitted 
to  argue  this  qiiesiion,  and  send  their  arguments  to 
the  people.  Having  uttered  my  protest  on  that 
point,  I  will  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  STANLY.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has 
given  the  House  some  advice  as  to  how  we  are  to 
improve  our  statesmanship.  If  I  understand  hiia 
correctly,  he  lectures  us  for  adjourning  over  from 
Fridays  till  Mondays  instead  of  staying  here  to 
listen  to  the  disquisitions  which  he  is  in  the  habit 
of  pouring  out,  whenever  he  gets  the  floor,  upon 
one  subject,  with  a  view  to  improve  our  states- 
manship. Noiir,  how  long  is  it  since  the  gentle 
man  became  so  industrious  that  he  undertakes  to 
lecture  this  House  about  improving  our  statearaao- 
ship?  Let  the  dinner-bell  ring,  and  the  first  gen- 
tleman that  leaves  this  Hall  to  ^  home  and  ap- 
pease his  appetite,  to  the  neglect  of  the  busmej* 
of  the  country,  is  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He 
is  as  punctual  in  that  respect  as  any  steani-whisUe 
ia  a  factory  in  the  city,  or  as  any.  bell  in  town. 
Who  left  Congress  at  the  last  long  session  before 
he  had  performed  his  public  duties  here,  and  vent 
oflf  home  after  he  had  poured  out  all  he  had  to  say 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  leaving  ^^^T^*"' "J 
disorder,  so  far  as  the  naUon  WM  concerned,  ana 
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regardless  of  what  befell  the  country,  but  the  gen- 
tlemaa  from  Ohio  ?  And  now  those  of  us  who 
hare  business  of  our  constituents  to  attend  to  on 
Saturday — the  holiday,  as  it  is  called,  but  the  most 
laborious  day  of  the  session  to  those  members  who 
do  their  business  properly — are  to  be  lectured  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  leaves  punctually  at 
dinner-time,  and  goes  home  for  three  weeks  at  a 
time,  leavine;  tt^e  public  business  to  attend  to  itself. 
**  TaJce  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye,  and  then 
cbalt  thou  see  clearly  to  take  the  moat  out  of  thy 
brother's  eye." 

Mr.  QIDDINGS,  (interrupting.)  So  far  as  re- 
gards my  dinner  hour — whether  1  go  to  my  dinner 
&t  one,  two,  or  three  o'clock — the  gentleman  re- 
gards k  as  important  to  the  country.  He,  sir, 
may  r^ard  it  as  the  most  tremendous  subject  on 
which  be  has  been  called  to  comment  in  the  coarse 
of  his  statesmanship.  1  shall  only  reply  by  say- 
ing, that  I  dine  at  such  hours  as  suits  my  mmd.  I 
had  not  consulted  the  gentleman.  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  dining  regularly  and  laboring  regularly, 
unless  business  prohibits.  I  had  not  regarded  it 
IS  my  duty  to  consult  any  one  as  to  my  hours  of 
eating. 

As  far  as  regards  my  absence  at  the  close  of  the 
hat  long  session,  1  wiU  say  to  the  eentleman,that 
no  rote  Was  taken  then,  or  ever  during  ray  ab- 
sence, on  which  my  voice  or  vote  could  have  had 
the  least  possible  enact,  or  could  have  been  of  any 
tvaiU  I  did  leave  Washington  a  few  days  before 
the  cJose  of  the  long  session  of  the  last  Congress; 
but  I  did  not  leave  until  every  subject  of  legisla- 
tion was  as  substantially  determined  as  they  now 
are.  This  House  had  spent  seven  long  months 
in  the  discussion  of  one  Question,  and  it  was  im- 
posiiible  to  bring  tlie  dough-faces  to  a  vote  upon  it. 
1  refer  to  the  California  bill.  When  that  bill  had 
been  under  discussion  three  weeks,  I  called  upon 
gentlemen  from  the  North  and.  from  the  Soutn  to 
meet  in  this  Hall  and  device  means  by  which  we 
could  drive  the  dough-faces  to  a  vote.  And,  sir, 
we  had  some  forty  or  fifty  members  here,  but  we 
fnund  it  imp»ossibIe  to  move  them  up  to  the  work. 
The  discussion  was  prolonged  and  prolonged,  and 
for  more  than  half  a  year  we  were  detained  here 
by  the  timidity  of  members — kept  from  our  busi- 
ness  at  home,  from  our  families,  and  tlie  treasure 
of  the  nation  squandered,  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  members  dared  not  vote  on  that  question. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Has  the  gentleman  finished 
yet? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.   I  have  not  quite  got  through. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  a  Southern  slaveholder  doing  the 
dirty  work  of  the  doufirh-faces  of  the  North.  It  is 
Dot  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  slaveholder  to  draw 
such  argument  from  the  servile  press  of  Northern 
dough-faces.   I  have  seen  this  wnole  attack  of  his, 
in  certain  scurrilous  papers  of  the  North.  Sir,  let 
the  dou^h-faces  cony  after  Southern  gentlemen.  It 
ia  their  business.  I  wish  now  to  meet  another  im- 
portant quetHion.    I  have  been  censured  bv  the 
servile  press  of  my  own  district,  because  I  dia  not, 
by  my  own  influence,  carry  through  at  an  earlier 
perioa  of  last  Congress  the  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of^  our  lakeSf  harbors,  and  river  navigation. 
The  loss  of  that  bill  has  been  imputed  to  my  neg- 
lect.   Now,  before  this  House  and  the  country, 
I  ask  the  gentleman,  and  every  other  member  of 
the  last  Congress,  to  bear  testimony,  that  1  used 
every  possible  exertion  to  hasten  the'  business  of 
that  session.    From  the  commencement  of  the 
session  to  its  close,  I  never  voted  for  an  adjourn- 
ment over  for  more  than  one  day.    From  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session  j  I  have  not  objected  to 
adjourning  over  on  Saturdays,  but  I  have  objected 
to  spending  half  our  time  here  for  the  first  eight 
weeKs  of  the  session  in  idleness.    That  is  what 
I  have  objected  to;  and  if  the  gentleman  means  to 
censure  me  for  that,  let  him  come  out  and  say  so 
like  a  man.    I  spoke  respectfully.    I  stated  ex- 
pressly that  I  did  not  intend  to  cftnsure  any  one. 
That,  sir,  was  the  first  time  (hat  I  ever  found  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  dodging  behind 
the  bush.    When  he  was  a  good  Whig  in  for- 
mer times,  and  acted  with  me,  he  used  to  come 
out  like  a  map  on  every  and  all  occasions,  and 
speak,  and  act,  and  vote  without  delay.     I  re- 
peated at  the  long  session  of  last  Congress,  that 
ukitead  of  speaking  here  for  seven  months  upon 
the  one  question  of  admitting  California,  we  should 
have  disposed  of  it  in  three  weeks  at  furthest,  and 
thai  have  passed  our  harbor  bill, and  that  instead 
of  remaining  here,  that  gentleman,  and  all  of  us. 


should  have  gone  home  at  least  two  or  three 
months  earlier  than  we  did.  In  that  way  we 
would  have  had  our  harbor  and  river  improve- 
ments, saved  the  nation  a  great  expense,  and  our- 
selves the  disgrace  of  such  puerile  and  unneces- 
sary waste  of  time  and  money. 

Is  there  a  Whig,  or  a  Democrat,  or  a  dough- 
face, who  was  in  the  last  Congress,  who  can  tell 
for  what — **eui  bono** — we  remained  here  for 
those  seven  months  ?  As  I  said  before,  my  voice 
was  to  labor,  to  act,  to  legislate,  to  do  our  busi- 
ness, and  go  home.  And  now  (  come  right  home 
to  the  point — will  the  gentleman  meet  it?  Ought 
we  not  to  have  done  as  I  state  ?  Ought  we  not  to 
have  given  the  people  a  harbor  bill,  instead  of  wast- 
ing our  time  ?  Ought  we  not  to  have  disposed  of 
the  California  question  in  at  most  three  weeks, 
instead  of  being  seven  months  about  it?  and  then 
passed  the  harbor  bill  in  another  week?  Ou^ht 
not  the  eentleman  himself  to  have  aided  in  doing 
this,  and  then  gone  home  at  least  two  or  three 
months  before  he  did,  instead  of  attacking  me  for 
g[oing  so  early?  Let  the  people  answer  this  ques- 
Uon.  Why,  I  believe  opinions  are  given  very- 
freely  here.  At  home  I  have  to  pay  for  them; 
but  here  I  give  them  for  pothing.  1  believe  the 
country  would  have  been  under  deep  obligations 
to  the  gentleman,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  House,  if 
they  had  led  when  1  did.  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  country  if  we  had  transacted 
our  business  and  returned  home  to  our  constitu- 
ents at  least  two  months  earlier  than  we  did.  Let 
me  say,  here,  that  1  see  gentlemen  in  this  Hall 
who  are  looking  forward  to  the  nomination  of  a 
President;  and  let  me  warn  the  country  that  until 
those  nominations  have  been  made,  and  until  the 
Buncombe  speeches  shall  have  been  uttered,  little 
business  will  be  done,  and  no  adjournment  had. 

Mr.  STANLY.  This  lecture  is  getting  too 
long. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Well,  I  see  the  gentleman 
is  impatient  under  it,  so  I  will  give  way. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman for  explanation,  but  he  branched  oflT  into  a 
long  lecture  to  the  House  upon  its  general  deport- 
ment. If  I  yield  any  longer,  it  may  j^o  on  for  a 
week,  for  the  gentleman  seems  to  thmk  he  has 
some  special  gift  from  Providence,  or  from  someone 
much  lower  than  I  choose  to  refer  to  here,  to  lec- 
lecture  all  mankind — slave-holders,  dough-faces, 
Whigs  and  Democrats. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  admits,  that  he  went 
home  during  the  last  Congress,  and  ne^ected  the 
public  business.  We  heard  none  of  his  lectures 
then.  Who  aided  so  much  to  delay  the  public  busi- 
ness in  this  House  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 
What  ten  men  aided  so  much  to  do  it  as  he  ?  Were 
there  any  ten  men  in  that  Congress  who  caused 
so  much  delay,  and  did  so  much  to  obstruct  tlie 
public  business,  as  the  honorable  member  ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  call  on  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  make  his  asseruen  good  in  the 
face  of  this  House.    I  pronounce  it  false. 

Mr.  STANLY.  It  is  mighty  easy  for  one  who 
has  no  regard  for  the  decencies  or  dignity  of  life, 
and  who  screens  himself  from  responsibility  for 
directing  false  charges  like  this,  to  leave  his  public 
business  here,  and  sneak  away  from  this  House, 
as  the  gentleman  did  at  the  end  of  the  last  long  ses- 
sion, taking  his  pay  for  work  he  did  not  do.  Is 
he  not  a  pretty  eentleman  to  comehere  and  lec- 
ture any  man  in  this  House — any  negro  outside  of 
the  House*— or  any  free  negro— upon  propriety 
and  mtegrity  of  character?  Does  it  come  with 
a  good  grace  for  that  gendeman  to  embark  in  1^- 
tures  of  that  character  ? 

Now,  sir,  we  have  had  enough  of  this.  Why, 
when  the  honorable  eentleman  some  time  ago 
made  a  speech  in  this  nail,  I  called  upon  him  to 
explain  a  certain  matter,  and  he  refused,  be- 
cause, as  he  then  said,  it  was  not  a  proper  time. 
Yet,  how  does  that  gentleman  now  regard  the 
rules  of  this  House  ?  Why,  here,  upon  a  motion 
to  print  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  he  gives  a  half  hour's  discus- 
sion, not  upon  printing  those  resolutions,  but  upon 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  What  has  that  to  do 
with  tne  subject  of  printing  the  resolutions  ?  Why, 
these  resolutions  are  always  printed  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy.  But,  in  this  case,  upon  a  simple  mo- 
tion to  print,  we 'must  be  treated  this  morning  to 
a  speech  upon  the  slavery  question  by  this  mileage 
member — this  running-away  member— this  mem- 
ber who  goes  home  to  secure  his  cmm  election, 
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and  leaves  the  poblic  business  to  take  care  of  it- 
self. 

The  gentleman  calls  himself  a  Democrat.  If  he 
had  called  himself  a  free  negro  Democrat,  he 
would  have  come  nearer  the  truth  than  be  does 
by  calling  himself  a  Democrat — for  the  Demo- 
crats wiU  not  acknowledge  him  as  one  of  tbsm. 
I  do  not  know  a  Democrat  upon  this  floor  who 
would  do  h.  ^ 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  says  that  his  din- 
ner hour  is  about  as  great  a  question  of  statesman- 
ship as  I  ever  attempted  to  discuss.  I  beg  to  say 
that  I  have  attempted  to  discuss  one  subject  of 
smaller  significance  than  even  his  dinner,  and  that 
is  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  himself; 
and  1  have  discussed  that  subject,  because  it 
was  forced  upon  me  by  his  own  conduct  in  this 
House.  He  is  a  subject  of  the  least  importance  of 
any  tliat  I  ever  attempted  to  discuss.  Why, 
during  the  last  Congress,  when  he  ought  to  have 
been  nere  attending  to  his  public  business,  where 
was  the  gentleman  ?  But  ne  has  seen  proper  to 
refer  to  this  internal  improvement  bill.  Now  f 
say — the  House  will  bear  me  out  in  what  I 
say,  that. every  member  of  the  last  Congress  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying — that  he  did  more  to  injure 
that  bill  than  any  nfty  strict  constructionists  in 
the  House.  His  support  of  anything  he  touches 
•in  this  House  is  deatn  to  it.  He  is  making  sla- 
very a  popular  institution,  if  it  ever  were  unpop- 
ular. He  is  making  the  people  of  his  district,  by 
his  rant  upon  this  question  of  slavery,  not  only 
odious  to  the  Southern  people,  but  to  a  lai^^  por- 
tion of  the  North.  Yes,  the  North  are  bej^ning 
to  regard  them,  on  his  account,  with  feehngs  of 
detestation.  That  honorable  member,  bv  his  ad- 
vocacy of  these  internal  improvement  bills,  as  far 
as  his  influence  can  go,  or  nas  gone,  is  rendering 
them  odious  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  ajl 
over  the  country,  and  gives  members  upon  this 
floor  a  pretext  for  voting  against  them,  which 
otherwise  they  would  not  have.  How  can  your 
constituents  expect  to  have  river  and  harbor  im- 
provements wnen  a  representative,  who  comes 
nere  to  send  forth  constantly  his  infernal  nonsense, 
vileness,  and  abuse  upon  the  whole  Southern 
country,  undertakes  to  advocate  such  measures? 
Yet  that  has  been  the  whole  course  of  tlie  honor- 
able member. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  member  allow  me 
to  say  a  word  upon  that  point  ?  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  vote  upon  the  inter- 
nal improvement  bill.  I  rejoice  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  North  Carolina  has  paid  me 
the  compliment  to  say  that  I  have  done  more  than 
any  other  fifly  men  in  this  House  to  defeat  this 
bill.  It  is  saying  that  I  possess  an  influence,  of 
which  I  was  not  aware.  I  think — though  I  am 
not  certain — that  there  were  not  fiAy  who  voted 
against  it  in  this  House. . 

A  Voice.  The  bill  only  passed  by  some  six- 
teen or  seventeen  majority. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Well«  be  that  as  it  may,  f 
am  rejoiced  that  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  call 
up  this  point.  When  I  took  my  seat  in  this 
House,  tnis  whole  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments was  abandoned.  At  that  time  the  western 
portion  of  the  district  which  I  now  represent,  was 
represented  by  another  gentleman.  Gkntlemen 
will  recollect  that  the  system,  so  far  as  our  action 
was  concerned,  was  revived  during  the  admin- 
istration  of  Mr.  Polk.  We  then  passed  a  bill 
which  was  vetoed.  Now,  it  is  for  the  sins  of  Mr. 
Polk  for  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina and  certain  Whig  newspapers  arraign  me. 
At  the  last  session  of  Conmss,  a  bill  was  passed 
again,  triumphantly  in  this  House— at  least  it 
was  passed  by  a  large  majority — ^I  am  sure  the 
majority  was  near  thirty;  yet  I  am  heki  reflM>n- 
sible  for  the  loss  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate.  I  de- 
sired to  reply  thus  far  to  the  charges  of  the  gentle- 
man. And  1  will  add,  thatbj  the  bill  my  district 
received  more  than  double  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation it  ever  received  under  my  predecessor  in 
any  one  year. 

But  as  to  other  mattere,  I  will  say  that  when 
the  member  descends  to  the  vulgarities  of  bar- 
room blackguards,  to  which  he  has  on  this  occa- 
sion desceiKled,  I  cannot  follow  him.  He  gets 
lower  down  than  a  man  pf  honor  can  go.  He 
descends  so  low  that  I  cannot  follow  him  so  far 
as  to  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  him. 
[Laughter.]  I  say,  I  cannot,  and  1  hope  the  coun- 
try, as  1  know  my  consiitueBUi  will  not,  expect 
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me  to  follow  liim  down  to  the  point  of  Wbaldry  to 
whicli  he  has  descended  upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  G.,  (turning  to  several  gentlemen  .standing 
near  Mr.  Stani.t.)  I  protest  against  the  dough- 
faces crowding  around  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  to  supply  him  with  matter  with  which  to 
amm]  me.     1  tell  them  it  is  too  small  businees  for 
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Mr.  STANLY.  That'jrtrue.  It  is  a  mighty 
small  business.-   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GIPDINGS.  This  is  not  a  free  fisrht  at 
all.  It  is  between  him  and  myself.  I  want  them 
to  give  us  a  free  fight — ftiir  play  upon  both  sides. 

A  VoicK.    You  shall  have  that. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    1  say  that  the  pre«»— the 
servile  press  oi'  the  North — has  chosen  to  arraign 
me,  and  charge  upoihme  the  responsibility  of  de- 
feating that  bill,  not  in  this  House,  for  I  repeat 
that  it  passed  this  body,  but  because  my  influence 
was  not  sufficient  to  paais  it  through  the  Senoteon 
the  last  dayw  of  the  session.    The  ^ntleman  from. 
North  Carolina  consents  to  be  their  niouth-pi«ce, 
to  play  the  bully  for  them.     He  arrtiigns  me  for 
that,  and  tells  the  country  that  I  did  more  than 
any  otlier  fifty  men  in  the  House  to  defeat  the  bill. 
I  am  glad  that  lie  has  given  me  the  opportunity 
for  laying  the  truth  in  relation  lo  this  matter  before 
the  House  and  tlie  country.    Now,  sir,  how  siiinds 
the  fact.^    1  make  the  assertion,  that  it  was  that  !• 
gentleman  and  the  Northern  serviles  in  the  House  ' 
who  would  not  permit  us  to  come  to^a  vote  upon  ! 
the  California  bill,  who  prevented  u.sVrom  getting  • 
through  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  . 
harbors — who  would   not  allow  it  to  nass  this 
House  durin*  the  long  session  to  which  ne  refers,  ' 
nor,  indeed,  m  the  last  se.ssi»>n,  in  time  for  it  to  ; 
pass  the  Senate  during  that  Congress.    There  is  : 
the  whole  of  it.    And  I  say,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  and  those  with  him  who  pro-  ; 
cured  that  seven  months'  delay  of  all  business, 
are  the  men  who  are  responsible  for  the  loss  of 
tJiat  bill,  and  of  other  measures  whicli  ought  to 
have  passed  that  Congress.  ! 

Mr.  STANLY.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  ' 
says  it  is  a  small  business  for  anybody  to  come  j 
here  and  give  hints  to  me  in  relation  to  himself.  So  ] 
'  it  is.  1  plead  guilty  to  the  accusation.  It  is  not 
only  a  very  small  business,  but  rather  worse  than 
that.*  It  is  tlie  business  of  a  scavenger  to  have  any-  j 
thing  to  do  with  the  honoraljle  gentleman  from  j 
Ohio;  and  I  feel  as  if  I  wanted  to  wash  my  hands  I 
after  1  have  got  tlirough  with  him.  But  1  cannot  | 
help  it.  He  is  here,  upon  this  floor,  and  thrusts  him- 
selrupon  us.  He  holds  himself  up  to  us  as  a  light —  > 
as  a  sort  of  censor  nwrwn  of  this  House.  Now,  | 
in  all  courtmy  and  in  all  decency  I  say  that  it  is  a  { 
small  business  for  mc.  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  > 
descend  any  lower  When  I  descend  to  attack  the  [ 
honorable  member  from  Ohio. 

AMember.    "Good!"  »*Good!''  i 

Mr.  STANLY.  It  is  not  good;  it  is  very  bad,  I 
and  1  wish  somebody  else  would  do  it.  But  ' 
when  he  thrusts  himself  before  the  House  in  this  j 
manner,  I  have  felt  called  upon  to  do  it. 

A  few  words  in  regard  to  the  charge  which  I 
made,  that  the  gentleman  fVom   Ohio  had  done  ' 
more  toward  deteating  the  river  and  harbor  bill 
than  any  other  fifty  members  in  this  House.    I  : 
believe  that  bill  was  defeated  bjr  the  influence  of  | 
that  member,  by  his  violent  and  insupportable  at-  ' 
tacks  upon  Southern  members  and  Southern  in- ! 
stitutions,  while  he  hais  set  himself  up  as  the  **Si- 
.  mon  Pure"  of  this  Hotfse.    That  gentleman  has 
spoken  of  the  large  amount  whicli  that  bill  appro-  i 
priated  in  his  own  district.    Now,  it  js  my  oelief 
that  the  very  fact  that  so  larcre  an  amount  was  ap- 
propriated for  a  certain  portion  of  the  country,  is  i 
the  very  reason  why  the  bill  did  not  pass  the  Sen-  ■ 
ate  of  the  United  Slates'.     "Let  the  galled  jade 
wince.*'    The  facts  are  here,  and   the  country 
ought  to  know  them.    The  people  of  liis  own  dis- 
trict ought  to  know  the  fact,  that  whatever  measure 
that  gentleman  advocates  here  he  renders  odious. 

The  gentleman  refers  to  my  course  upon  the 
California  bill,  by  way  of  a  retort,  in  the  spirit  of 
mere  spleen  ahd  spite,  in  a  most  coritemptible  spiiit 
of  *•  tit  for  tat,"  and  regardh        '       '     " 


^  less  of  truth.  Hesays 
that  I  was  responsible  as  much  art  any  others,  I 
beHere,  for  the  delay  in  the  passage  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Oh  no;  I  did  not  aav  that. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Well,  he  says  that  I  am  re- 
sponsible.    Now,  if  there  has  anything  come- He- 


member  of  the  last  Congress  will  bear  me  witness 
that  I  was  ready  to  copneto  a  vote  u|>on  that  Cali- 
fornia bill  at  all  times,  and  that  my  course  in  this 
respect  made  me  an  object  of  assault  by  certain 

fentlemen  from  the  Southern,  country.  1  intro- 
uced  a  resolution  to  close  debate  upon  that  bill, 
and  tried  to  get  it  through  at  a  much  earlier  period 
than  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio  himself  did. 
I  say,  then,  that  if  there  is  a  single  member  upon 
this  floor  who  is  exempt  from  tliis  charge,  I  am 
the  man;  for  I  tried  my  nest  to  stop  debate  and  get 
this  hill  reported  to  the  House.  So  I  am  safe  upon 
that  subject. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  talks  about  our 
adjourning  over  from  Friday  to  Monday.  Now, 
1  want  to  know  where  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  during  nearly  a  whole  week  of  the  present 
session,  when  he  was  absent  from  the  House.'  I 
know  where  he  was.  He  was  in  a  Philadelphia 
convention.  He  wjuj  embarking  in  the  Kossuth 
humbug.  He  was  i)a8sing resolutions  about  Kos- 
suth's influence  upon  the  slavery  questions  in  the 
United  States.  But  he  wj\s  not  assisting  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  moment }     • 

Mr.  STANLY.  His  evident  that  no  member 
of  this  House  wants  to  hear  him;  but  I  will  allow 
him  to  speak.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  G-IDDINGS.  The  gentleman  has,  upon  a 
former  occasion,  imputed  to  me  a  presence  at  a 
meeting  of  Abolitionists  in  Philadelphia,  when 
certain  resolutions  were  passed  there.  The  pen- 
man is  entirely  mistaken.  Thone  resolutions 
were  not  passed  at  the  meeting  at  which  I  spoke; 
nor  were  any  resolutions  passed,  suvp,  perhaps,  a 
formal  vole  of  thanks  to  myself  and  others.  The 
meeting  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes  was  'at 
another  time  and  at  another  place. 

Mr.  STANLY,  (interrupting;.)  The  member 
was  not  only  in  the  Philadelphia  Convention  that 
passed  those  resolutions,  but  he  was  there  and 
made  a  speech.  Tlmt  he  does  not  deny,  although 
he  will  deny  anything  when  the  proof  is  not  at 
hand.  He  cannot  deny  that;  and,  by  the  way, 
there  has  beeir  no  man  who  has  had  a  controversy 
upon  this  floor  with  that  honorable  member  who 
has  not  raised  the  issue  of  veracity  with  him — no 
man,  whether  from  the  North  or  South.  Not 
one,  that  I  remember.  But,  not  only  was  he 
present,  but  he  made  a  speech.  **  The  galled  jade 
winces  .again,"  (pointing  at  Mr.  Giodings.) 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  the  gentleman  intend 
to  say  that  I  was  present  at  a  meeting  in  Phila- 
detpliia  when  certain  resolutions  were  agitated,  or 
that  1  knew  they  were  agitated,  or  that  1  spoke  in 
reference  to  them .' 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  say  he  was  at  a  Philadel- 
phia convention,  and  made  a  speech  at  that  con- 
vention.    Did  he  not.' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  If  the  gentleman  intends  to 
say 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  say  nothing  about  his  intent. 
But  I  say  what  I  have  .said. 

Mr.  GflDDINGS.  That  gentleman  shall  not 
crack  the  overseer's  lash  in  that  way,  to  put  me 
down.  I  say,  and  I  say  unhesitatingly,  that  if  he 
intends  to  say  that  I  was  present,  and  knew  of 
such  resolutions,  or  heard  of  them,  or  heard  of 
any  agitation  of  them,  at  any  meeting,  he  is  mis- 
taken. If  he  intends,  however,  to  be  understood 
as  saying,  that  late  in  the  day  when  I  was  in 
Philadelphia,  I  walked  into  a  convention  there, 
and^when  called  upon  responded  in  a  few  words, 
he  i*8  right.  Now,  the  gentleman  may  talk  about 
his  question  of  yeracity;  but  when  lie  attempts,  in 
that  ofTensive  manner,  to  misrepresent,  he  need  not 
undertake  to  intimidate  gentlemen  from  speaking 
the  truth,  and  doing  so  boldly. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  gnash  his  teeth  so  hard.  He  hardly  frightens 
me  by  this  extraordinary  ekuberance  of  passion. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  1  shalj  not  crack 
the  overseer's  whip  over  him.  That  is  a  favorite 
figure  with  the  honorable  gentleman.  The  only 
overseer's  lash  in  my  part  of  the  country,  that! 
knowof  being  cracked  at  all,  is  not  with  slave- 
without  it. 


holders,  who  manage  their 


negroes 


We  have  no  crack  of  the  lash  with  us  over  our 
slaves.  That  is  a  fancy.  The  lash  is  only  known 
to  felons  and  bad  negroes.    There  are  bad  ne- 

^ , ^.„ — ^ ^- _   ,- grots^— •ndthtfi'e  ono^ht  tobebad  negfoepAvhen  we 

fore  this  House  in  relation'  to  which,  above  lill )   see  how  meanly  white  men  r<an  act,  (laughter) — 
others,  I  am  impregnable,  it  i9  this  charge.     Every  1 1  who  should  be  punished  wit  h  it .     Who  is  playing 


overseer  over  white  men?  Who  but  he  who 
makes  himself  an  overseer,  cracking  the  whip, 
and  throwing  out  his  filth  and  slime  over  every* 
body.  With  him  every  Northern  Whig  in  a 
dough-face,  and  every  Democrat  is  a  vile  wretch 
and  slaveholder,  who  performs  his  duty  under  the 
Constitution  towards  nis  brethren  in  tne  South. 

Sir,  we  do  not  raise  the  overseer'a  lash  over  our 
slaves  in  North  Carolina.  If  that  man  [pointing 
to  Mr.  GroDivcs]  were  in  the  Southern  country, 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  not  a  decent  man  amongst 
my  constituents  who  would  own  such  a  fellow  for 
a  slave.  He  would  be  a  "free  nigger,"  and  in  less 
than  three  weeks  would  be  tied  to  the  whipping- 
post for  stealing  or  slandering  his  neiglibor.  Norn* 
the  honorable  member  says,  if  I  say  that  he  was 
at  that  convention,  when  certain  resolutions  were 
passed,  then  I  misrepresent  him — then  I  lellnfalse- 
nood.  Yea,  sir,  and  if  I  say  he  is  a  gentleman,  I 
tell  a  falsehood;  and  if  1  say  that  these  pillars  are 
all  made  of  chalk,  I  tell  a  falsehood;  and*  if  I  say 
this  white  piece  of  paper  is  as  black  as  the  heart 
of  the  gentlerfian  from  Ohio,  I  tell  a  falsehood;  but 
I  have  said  no  such  thing.  But,  upon  the  point 
of  being  absentTrom  public  business,  I  charge  hin» 
with  being  at  Philadelphia  in  a  convention  where 
certain  resolutions  were  passed;  and  that  be  made 
a  speech  at  that  convention .  That  I  chained,  and 
that  only,  and  that  he  does  not  deny.  Bui  he  gets 
over  that  by  saying,  that  if  I  say  what  I  did  not 
say,  then  I  misrepresent.  Now  i  not  only  ».'liar?? 
that,  for  the  gentleman  was  not  only  at  that  con- 
vention, but  he  Vkiis  at  some  pubhc  mcetine  in 
Montgomery  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  makiu^ 
speeches-:-at  Norristown.  He  can  ^o  awny  ana 
attend  two  sessions,  and 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  suspend 
his  remarks  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  STANLY.  Certainly.  I  ou^ht  to  kus- 
pend  that  fellow   by  the  nock,  [pointing  to  Mr 

GlDDINGS.] 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Prwi- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  Mn- 
LARD  P.  Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

Mr.  STANLY,  (resuming.)  The  honorablp 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddixcs]  not  only  in- 
dorsed, but  threw  the  overseer's  lash  over  the 
whole  South.  But  let  any  gentleman  from  tJie 
North,  no  matter  how  high  his  character,  deviate 
at  all  in  voting  from  what  the  gentleman  thinks  is 
right,  and  that  moment  he  is  assailed  as  a  dou^- 
face.  Let  any  Southern  Democrat  vote  for  any 
one  ofthe.se  compromise  acts,  he  is  a  dough-face. 
Let  any  Northern  patriot  vote  for  any  one  of  them, 
and  at  once  ho  becomes  a  dough-face,  and  is  as- 
sailed by  the  me*iber  from  Ohio.  Sir,  he  is  in  ihe 
habit  of  lecturhig  this  House,  and  he  has  done  so 
two  or  three  times  this  session,  while  I  charge  liim 
with  neglecting  his  business  and  running  away; 
and  when  he  is  here,  with  throwing  constant  im- 

f>edimentsin  the  wayof  the  transaction^f  the  pub- 
ic business. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  led  to  say  a  word  about 
this  matter.    I  did  not  intend  to  do  so.    I  have 
departed  from  the  course  of  conduct  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  myself  towards  that  member.    But  his 
own  insolence  has  caused  ir.e  this  morning  to  for- 
get it.    When  there  was  no  matter  of  that  sort 
before  the  House,  he  has  got  up  and  j>oured  out 
his  abuse  upop  the  whole  House  and  upon  the 
whole  Southern  country.    In  a  moment  of  excite- 
ment, I  was  induced  to*  get  up  and  remind  him  of 
his  misdeeds,  when  he  arose  and  insolently  stated 
that  wlmt   I  said  was  false.     He  has  thrown  the 
first  stone;  he  has  begun'  this  busine^;  and,  dis- 
regarding all  propriety,  has  provoked  what  he  has 
got,  and  let  him  take  the  consequences  and  hear 
the  blame — though  he  is  to  blame  enough  to  sink  n 
navv,  and  odium  enough  to  disgrace  a  regiment 
of  free  negroes  afflictetlwith  the  small-pox,  if  he 
had  the  whole  poured  upon  him. 

I  beg  pardon  o?"  thip  House  for  having  descend- 
ed— as  the  gentleman  said  I  did — for  harin;: 
stooped  to  n  controversy  with  him.  I  plead  guilty 
to  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     I  wish  lo  say  one  word. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Does  he  want  to  make  an  ex- 
planation ? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  When  I  spoke  of  tJic  gen- 
tleman, saying  that  what  he  stated  wai  false,  tne 
House  will  bear  testimony  that  I  did  not  transgress 
the  parliamentary  rules.  I  knowinyparliaroentao' 
rights.  I  stepped  to  the  verge  of  parliamentary  ruf«» 
but  there  I  stopped.   Every  member  uadentUioaB 


1802 


THE  CONGRESiaONAL  GLOBE. 


dd6 


thon*  NeHker  is  it  uMoliing  or  ungefltletnanly  to 
correci  a  man  if  he  ia  wrong*.  I  did  not  say  ilmi 
th«  genitcniAn  wUntiamMlbj  spoke  falsehood  or  mis- 
rMsresented  the  facts.  No,  sir;  I  knew  loo  well 
\fiiat  belongs  to  gentlemen;  what  belongs  to  my- 
fldf,  mnd  to  the  dignity  of  thia  body,  to  say  that. 
I  therefore  kept  myaeh*  within  parliamentary  rules. 
When  that  gentleman  is  put  forward  by  a  certain 
servile  class  of  the  North,  as  their  in.<it rumen t  to 
ns8ai)«Tne;  when  be  undertakes  to  play  the  brag- 
gart Cor  douffit-faces,  and  senriles  for  the  8wiss 
;:uard  of  slavery;  when  he  undertakes  to  draw 
me  into  a  controversy  with  him,  1  will  say  to  the 
genrthiiatui,  that  when  you  go  so  low « as  you  have 
to-day,  1  cannot  follow  you.  It  may,  sir,  be 
suitable  for  the  grog-shop  or  the  bur-rQom,  but  it 
is  not  fit  for  the  people  whom  I  represent.  Such 
language  wouki  not  be  permitted  among  common 
baT'-rooni  loafers  of  my  district.  Now  when  any 
man  exnects  me  to  interchange  such  language  with 
the  ^ntleman,  I  can  only  say,  he  is  mistaken.  I 
kaow  whom  1  represent,  and  1  know  tliat  my  qpn- 
stituenis  would  never  justify  me  in  following  any 
man,  or  member,  to  the  lowest  depths  of 

Mr.  STANLY,  (in  his  seat.)  Mr.  Qiddings's 
district. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  To  the  lowest  depths  ofribald- 

S.  Sir,  it  is  unbecoming  any  member  of  this 
OQse,  and  1  appeal  to  the  members  of  this  body  if 
they  ever  knew  me  to  assail  a  man  at  any  time,  or 
in  any  place,  until  I  myself  was  first  assailed. 
And  let  me  say,  looking  that  gentleman  and  every 
member  of  this  House  in  theface,  that  1  have  never 
DCtn  guilty  of  airch  an*outrage  upon  the  dignity  of 
this  body,  aa  he  has  perpetrated  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. The  gentleman  had  better  use  such  language 
onhr  to  those  who  crouch  and  shrink  and  tremble 
a:  his  frown.  It  may  do  well  on  the  plantation, 
Init  it  is  unbecoming  towards  freemen.  It  is 
unsoited  to  this  Hall.  Degradation  itself  wouUl 
blush y  and  the  man  who  would  do  it  must  have 
sunken  ho  low,  that  he  would  become  giddy  were 
he  elevated  to  the  level  of  total  depravity. 

There  are  slaveholders  in  this  House-^-and  I 
take  pleasfure  in  saying  it — with  whom  my  rela- 
tions now  are,  and  ever  have  been,  those  of  gen- 
tJemanly  deportment  and  mutual  interchaiiee  of 
respect,  and  nothing  else;  and  while  slaveholders 
Hhall  detneon  themselves  as  gentlemen,  no  one  of 
ihem  will  ever  be  assailed  by  me. 

But  tlif*  '^♦»ntlcman  says  1  charge  Northern  men 
with  being  dough-faces.  Well,sir,ilic  takes  it  upon 
himaelf  to  be  the  representative  of  all  tlie  dough- 
faces of  the  North  to-day.  He  speaks  for  them — he 
comes  here  as  their  agent  and  attorney,  and  assails 
me.     And  how  does  he  do  it  ?    Why  he  says  1 
am  out  of  order.   Mr.  Speaker,  (the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  this  House  [Mr.  BO  yd]  being  in  the  chair,) 
you  yourself  made  ilie  question  as  to  the  order  of 
debate  upon  this  resolution.     I  believe  (alluding 
to  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  who  was  then  in  the 
chair,)   you  called  me  to  order,  and  that  gentle- 
nwm,  [Mr.  Bori).]  a  slaveholder,  a  man  whom  I 
respect  and  honor,  declared  that  I  was  in  order; 
ana  an  appeal  taken  from  tliat  decision  wa^  laid 
upon  this  table;  and  now  this  gentleman  from 
North    Carolina    [Mr.   Stanly]    insists  that   it 
^hall  f;o  out  to  the  country  that  I  was  out  of  order, 
uhen  the  Speaker  of  the  House  expressly  decided  I 
that  I  was  in.order.  Now,  I  heard  that  irentieman  I 
(Mr.  StaklyI  ondrj^ll    an  anecdote  upon  tJiis  ' 
floor,  about  a  ooy,  Who  whirled  himself  about  so  ; 
rapidly  that  the  hind  part  of  his  breeches  got  on  i 
the  fore  side,  (laughter;)  but  the  gentleman  changes  | 
his  position  much  more  rapidly,  for  the  purpose 
of  assailing  ine,  aAd  making  a  personal  altercation  ! 
between  him  and  myself;  pronouncing  the  Speaker  i 
vut  of  order,  pronouncing  the  House  out  ororder,.| 
and  the  rules  themselves  out  of  order;  and  that  in 
discussing  these  resolutions  I  was  out  of  oitler. 

The  gentleman  says  1  speak  of  Northern  men 
as  dou^ -faces.     Wliy,  the  term  dough-faces  has 
become  honorable  among  some  of  those  associated 
with  him.     He  calls  me  an  Abolitionist;   I  call  1; 
him  a  slaveholder. 

At  the  North  we  have  two  classes-^ough- 
ftwes  and  frec-soilers.  I  acknowledge  the  name 
they  give  me — there  is  not  much  in  a  name — and 
1  permit  them  to  use  it;  and  1  give  to  them  the 
<>Qly  comomen,  known  in  the  English  language, 
^t  bests  their  position. 

hit.  STANLY.  How  many  minutes  have  I 
^t  of  my  time  ? 

Ths W£AKER#    Stvtnteen  minutes. 


Mr.  lilDDINQS.  The  gentleman  says  that  I 
was  at  Norristown.  Where  was  he  when  I  was 
at  Norridtown .^  Wheje  was  the  House*  when  I 
was  at  Norristuwj).^  Why,  drinking  their  c^rog. 
rLaugliter.J  1  was  among  the  people  of  the 
Union,  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  them  ^reut 
and  important  principles — which,  at  lea.«?t,  f  be- 
lieved to  be  so.  Ana  where  was  that  gentleman  ? 
Look  at  your  Journals  and  you  will  find  the  gen- 
tleman was  at  home,  or  somewhere  else,  or  any- 
where else  but  in  this  Hall.  He  was  not  here. 
There  was  no  business  transacted  in  this  House 
during  the  holidays  for  two  weeks.  1  look  occa- 
sion ilien  to  visit  friends,  for  four  days,  in  other 
portions  of  the  country,  aiid  the  gentlenmn  standfi 
up  here  and  reads  me  lectures  about  it. 

Mr.  STANLY.     I  think  the  gentleman  has  had 


a  temperance  man  myself,  and  do  not  often  dxink. 

Judge,  ye !    He  was  much  belter  employed  than 

we  were,  no  doubt,  in  the  company  of  those  where 

to  tell  a  man  he  is  a  liar,  is  an  everyday  courtesy — 

that  it  is  to  be  expected.     (Help  him — do  I     He 

stands  in  need  of  it.     Whi.sper  into  his  ear  some 

I  little  more  poison,  good   Free-Soiler  from  New 

York,  [Mr.  King.])     He  says  that  I  stated  this 

I  morning  that  the  Spetdcer  wo;*  out  of  order.  Have 

!  I  said  any  such  thing.'    The  honorable  member 

I  gets  the  iloor,  makes  a  speech,  and  no  one  notices 

i  him — no  one  raisc.n  a  point  of  order  upon  him, 

•   and  the  Speaker  does  not  interfere.     He  says  that 

j^  1  cliarged  the.  Speaker  with  being  out  of  order. 

What  relevancy  had  his  speech  about  slave  trade 

in  the  Si»uthern  States  with  the  printing  of  joint 

resolutions  from  New  Jersey }    I  raised  no  such 

more  of  my  time  than  I  have  haxl  myself,  to  reply  'I  point — not  at  all.     I  quit  this  subject  in  disgust. 

1  i'ee\  as  if  I  had  been  in  a  dissecting-room  cuttinir 
up  a  dead  dog.  [Laughter.]  The  House  wifl 
excuse  me.  i  will  treat  tlie  honorable  member 
from  Ohio  hereafter  as  he  ought  to  be  treated  by 
the  members  of  this  House — as  an  insane  man. 


to  him.    1  cannot  yield  further. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    One  word  more. 

Mr.  STANLY.     I  will  wait  a  Utile  longer. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    Never  mind. 

Mr.  STANLY.  The  honorable  member  from 
Ohio  stated  in  .the  beginning  of  his  last  speech,  ]\  who  never  was  taught  decency  or  propriety  of 
that  there  was  nothing  wrong  at  all  in  telling  a  man  j;  conduct.  His  associations  jhow  him  never  to 
that  what  he  said  was  false.  Now  thatis  nis  idea  i  have  mingled  among  gentlemen.  1  hope  I  shall 
of  decency  and  propriety.  He  thinks  it  is  not  I  not  be  again  provoked  from  what  is  due  to  myself 
wrong.     He  is  called  a  liar  so  often  at  home,  where  j{  to  descend  so  low  as  to  notice  him. 


he  is  well  known,  that  he  thinks  it  is  right,  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Here  is  his  idea  of  decency.  He 
says  tliat  1  was  put  forward  to  make  this  attack 
upon  him.  If  1  thought  I  was  so  considered  by 
anybody  in  tlis  House,  I  would  resign  my  seat  and 
go  home,  because  I  believe  that  if  the  whole  Whig 

Garty  came  forward  to  attack  him,  they  would 
ave  picked  the  meanest  man  in  the  House  to  do 
it.    [Laughter.]     He  has  made  such  a  show  of  !j  to  print  was  agreed  to. 
himself  this  morning  that  he  has  not  only  disgraced 
frfe-8oilism,but  human  nature. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  one  word  of  explanation  .' 


[Cries  of**  No  !  no  I  We  have  had  enough.**] 
The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  aiid  the  motion 


I  hope  the  reporters  will  lake  notes  of  what  he 
has  said,  and  what  I  have  said,  and  that  they  will 
allow  neither  of  UH  to  see  them.  If  begets  them  into 
his'hondsi — have  mercy  upon  me !  if  he  serves  this 
debate  as  be  has  everybody.  My  colleague  from 
the  Orange  district  [Mr.  Vekable]  and  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  [Mr.  Taylor]  got  into  a  contro- 
versy with  him  the  other  day,  and  how  were  they 
represented  ?  His  speeches  were  entirely  different 
as  spoken  and  as  puoUshed.  He  gets  up  one  day 
and  reads  a  resolution  out  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  and  says  these  gentlemen  voted  so  and  so 
a  year  ago,  and  the  next  day  he  has  a  different  set 
of  resolutions  reported.  I  charge  the  reporters  to 
see  that  his  felonious  hand  touch  not  one  word  of 
what  I  have  said.  Let  what  has  been  said  appear 
precisely  as  delivered .  Let  his  remarks  appear  as 
npoken  and  not  as  made  out  after  he  gels  home  in 
his  room  with  some  of  his  colored  friends.  [Laugh- 
ter.] The  honorable  member  talks  of  associations 
here.  Who  ever  saw  him,  except  upon  this  floor, 
with  a  decent  man  in  Washin^on  city?  He  re- 
ceives visits  from  free  negroes  sometimes.  The 
charity  he  dispenses  no  man  knows.  He  never 
lets  his  right  hand  know  what  his  left  hand  does, 
nor  his  head  what  is  done  by  either.  But  he  will 
write  a  nice  letter,  full  of  sympathy  about  clmins. 


-DEBATE  ON  THE  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  oft'ered  the  usual  resolution  in 
blank  for  closing  debate  upon  the  President's 
me8.sage  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  H.  I  have  left  the  time  blank,  that  an  hour 
may  be  fixed  by  the  House  at  which  it  may  be 
their  pleasure  to  close  the  debate  in  committee.  I 
will  propose  Thursday  (to-morrow)'  at  two 
o'clock, 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  We  have  not 
been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  Pres- 
ident's message  more  than  three  hours  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON:  I  thirilc  we  have  been  in 
committee  two  or  three  days. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think  not  exceeding  three 
hours. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  undersUind  that  the  reso- 
lution is  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  Hou^e: 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  not,  then,  move  the 
previous  question,  but  will  leave  the  House  to  fix 
the  time  at  which  debate  shall  be  closed  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  SEYAIOUR,  of  New  York.  I  move  this 
day  week. 


and  oppression,  and  overseirs.  He  remain,  with  :  ^^"^l.^T^T^^.^^i  °^^\*?^^^  ^^  ^ir'!f ^"'^"^ 
hi.  frL^egro  friends  when  they  call  to  see  him;  ,1  »P;\"  ^^;^^^^,^|Jp:?;^^^^^  niotmn  was  agreed  to. 
and  that  is  the  way  he  spends  his  extra  hours,  and  ]  _  Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  Uiat  the  rules  of  the 
the  rea*M>n  that  he  goes  home  about  .dinner  time,  i  blouse  be  susijended ,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
The  honorable  geniJeman  talked  the  other  davy  in  '^self  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state 
my  absence,  that  he  would  like,  to  have  a  bout  .i  «f  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  those 
with  me,  but  thw  morning  he  asserts  that  I  have   ,  f^?l^"^'!:;"f^^"/Jlfr^'r^''?^^S^  message. 

ipon  him— that  I  am  urged  to  attack  him.  !|      Mr.  GORMAN.   I  wish,  before  that  is  do 


^oro 


been  set  upon 

and  in  his  crazy  fancy,  every  one  who  says  a  wo 
to  me,  is  giving  me  some  hint  about  his  course. 
No  such  thing.  A  gentleman  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  was  talcing  up  the  whole  of  my  lime,  and 
that  I  had  better  continue.  That  was  all  the  in- 
formation given  to  me.  1  want  no  mformation  in 
relation  to  the  course  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Ohio. 

Where  was  I  at  the  time  of  the  silting  of  the 


!l 


me,  to 
make  a  report  from  tlie  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama has  made  a  privileged  motion,  which  cannot 
be  superseded  while  pending  by  another  privileged 

motion. 

Mr.  GK)RMAN.    I  understand  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  has  precedence  to  certain  other  mo- 
tions; but  if  the  Chair  will  permit  me,  a  rule  of  the 
^  House  says  that  tlie  Committee  on  Printing  can 

Phil'adelphTa  Contention  ?"lhttve"'^^^^^  |  report  at  any  time.    A  privileged  quesUon  ccr- 

up  as  the  stiindard  of  general  attention  here.     He  jj  ta»n'y  takes  precedence. 

is  the  man  who  arraigns  everybody,  and  therefore  ,  The  SPEIAKER.  The  rules  say,  also,  tlwt  a 
1  come  upon  him.  I  do  not  say,  that  during  the  i'  majority  roav  at  any  time  suspend  the  ruii»  and 
sessions  I  have  always  been  in  the  House.  We  i  i^esolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  d  rinking  our  grog  Christmas  week !  Where  ,  House  upon  the  stateof  the  Union ;  and  each  being, 
washe.>  In  Philadelphia,  drinking  beer  in  oyster- 1 1  in  the  opinion  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
cellare  with  free  negroes.  [Laughter.]  Who  was  ohair,  [Mr.  JowKStloftke  same  characttr,  the  first 
best  employed— those  who  drank  good  Tiquor  in  made  must  be  the  first  put.  If  the  dwirman  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  or  the  honomble  member  .  the  Committee  on  Printing  had  first  made  his  mo- 
in  jiis  emptoyment  in  Philadelphia?    I  am  nuh«r  ii  tion,  of  course  he  woirid  have  had  the  precedence 
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of  the  motion  to  go  into  committee*  The  motion 
to  resolve  the  House  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union  being  always 
R  special  one,  provided  for  by  the  rules,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  talces  precedence  of  any 
other  privileged  motion. 

Mr.  GrORMAN.  I  will  then  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  withdraw  his  motion.  The  re- 
port will  not  take  more  than  three  minutes  to  be 
considered. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  om  perfectly  willing  that 
my  motion  shall  remain  in  abeyance  until  his  is 
acted  upon,  if  it  will  not  occupy  much  time. 

There  was  no  objection. 
FEES  OF   CLERKS,  MARSHALS,  AND  ATTOR- 
NEYS. 

Mr.  GORMAN.    The  Committee  on  Printing 

report  the  following  resolution  relative  to  printing 

the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

**  Retolved,  That  live  thouBand  estra  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Judleiary  Coihiuittee  in  regard  to  the  fees  of  clerks, 
innnihals,  and  attorney*  in  the  district  courts  of  tlic  (Jiiited 
Staten,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Represenia- 

tiTCt." 

Mr.  6.  said:  After  examining  the  matter,  I 
will  state  to  the  House,  that  this  report  speaks 
of  the  difficulties  and  complexities  of  this  subject 
under  our  existing  law.  It  traces  the  history  of 
legislation  in  regard  to  thb  subject,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Government.  It  points  out  the 
abuses  which  hav^e  grown  up  under  the  present 
system  in  the  way  of  taxes  and  costs,  and  shows 
the  enormous  and  unprecedented  increase  of  the 
expenditures.  There  is  accompanying  it  a  tabular 
statement,  and  the  letter  of  the  First  Comptroller, 
giving  some  specific  charges  and  abuses  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion, of  rather  extraordinary  importance  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  to 
amend,  by  addui^  five  thousand  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Clerk  to  this  House,  upon  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is 
not  in  order,  being  upon  a  dilfcrent  subject;  and 
the  motion  for  the  pnnting  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies  woukl  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Pnnting. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GORMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  tne  table;  whicn 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DR.  OWBN's  GEOLOGICAL  REPORT. 
Mr.  GORMAN.  1  have  another  report,  wliich 
will  not  keep  the  attention  of  the  House  long, 
and  which  it  is  indispensably  necessary  should  be 
passed  immediately.  It  is  a  resolution  upon  the 
subject  of  printing  the  report  of  the  United  States 
Geologist,  which  has  been  passed  upon  a  long 
time  in  the  Senate.  We  have  not  acted  upon  it, 
and  they  cannot  print  it  until  we' do  act  upon  it. 
The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 
Re$ot»edf  That  there  be  printed  for  theuve  of  thi«  Hoiwe 
three  thousand  five  hundred  cornea  of  the  final  report  of  Dr. 
D.  D.  Owen  on  the  gcolofiy  of  VViflconsin,  Iowa,  and  Min- 
aeaota ;  and  that  Bucb  be  executed  in  the  same  form  and 
atyle  and  under  the  same  apecial  contract  which  has  been 
authorixed  by  the  Senate  to  be  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
mi«8ioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  and  that  five  hun- 
dred copies  be  set  apart  for  the  dltipoitai  of  said  office. 

The  whole  of  this  matter  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  requires  a  resolution  to 
provide  for  the  amount  to  be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HIBBARD,  it  was 

Ordertrf,  Tliat  the  petition  and  papem  of  Stephen  Hovt 
be  withdrawn  fh>m  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
Chair.  The  gentleman  from^labama  [Mr.  Hous- 
tom]  moves  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose 
of  goitiff  into  Committee  of  the  Wholeon  the  state 
of  the  Union.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
when  we  get  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  whether 
we  will  not  be  compelled  to  take  up  the  special 
order?  r  r— 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  portion  of  my  motion 
was  merely  an  indication  to  the  House 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  the  Chair,  if  we  will  not  be 
oompeUedto  takoapthsspockloitlfr?  j 


(I 


The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  a  qnestion  for 
the  committee  to  decide. 

.  Mr.  A^ERCROMBIE,  by  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,,  presented  a  joint  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama  to  Congress,  askinje: 
an  appropriation  of  lands  to  complete  the  geologi- 
cal survey  of  the  Slate;  which  was  referred  to  tne 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Hous- 
ton's motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  siateof  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS — FEES  OF  LAND 

OFFICERS. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  before 
the  committee,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  is  the 
special  order  of  the  House,  being  the  joint  reso- 
lution No.  1  of  the  House,  mukiikg  land  warrants 
assignable.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Dunham]  would  have  been  entitled  to  his  hour, 
when  this  resolution  came  up  ^he  other  day,  and 
he  has  that  privilege  now,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  have  a  motion  to  suggest. 
I  understand  that  there  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  a  joint  resolution  with  regard  to  the  public 
printing.  That  resolution  being  reported  to  the 
House,  under  a  rule  of  privil^e,  or  what  may  be 
termed  a  privileged  question,  1  suppose  it  ciujnot 
be  divested  of  that  privilege  by  being  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union.  1  apprehend  that  notwithstanding  there 
may  be  a  special  order  for  the  day,  that  question 
comes  up  in  despite  of  the  special  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  the 
committee  having  been  in  session  upon  the  special 
order  of  the  -House,  being  not  only  the  Senate 
bill,  but  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House,  that  that 
special  order  is  not  yet  completed,  and  this  ques- 
tion of  printing  cannot  supersede  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  will  suggest  to  the  Chair 
the  reason  that  this  question  of  land  warrants  was 
taken  up  was,  because  I  never  made  a  question. 
1  have  been  informed  that  the  decisions  of  the 
Chair  hAd  been  uniform,  where  these  questions 
hod  been  put,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  the 
question  of  privilege  was  not  divested  of  its  right 
by  being  referred  to  the  commiuee.  I  have  not 
made  the  question  before,  and  consequently  it  was 
not  necessary  to  decide  it,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
the  bounty  land  question  came  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  most  remind 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Gorman,]  that 
the  question  is  not  debatable.  Does  the  gentle- 
man desire  to  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair? 
Mr.    GORMAN.      Does    the    Chair    decide 

that 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  special  order  of  the  House,  not  being  finished 
yet,  and  upon  which  the  committee  were  still  en- 
gaged at  its  last  sitting,  has  a  preference  over  any 
other  business  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  understood  that  we  had 
disposed  of  it.. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  were  two  matters 
referred  jointly. 

Mr.  GORAflAN.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
th&Chair. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  If  I  understand 
the  point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  it  is  this:  that  because  the  Committee  on 
Printing  have  a  rieht  to  report  at  any  time 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  the  appeal  debatable  ? 
Mr.  JONES.  I  am  not  debating  it.  1  merely 
wish.to  know,  if  I  understand  the  question.  The 
point  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  makes  is,  if  1 
understand  him  rightlv,  that  because  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  have  the  right,  under  the  rules,  to 
report  at  any  time,  their  report  should  take  prece- 
dence of  all  other  business,  even  of  special  orders 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  loses  all  iu  priv- 
ilege when  it  gets  into  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustainea. 

Mr.  €K)RMAN.  I  move  to  lay  the  bounty 
land  bill  aside. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  the 
eonmitteo  bave  ao  powar  to  lay  aakU  the  apodal  | 


orders  of  the  House.  The  eommittee  is  tied  down 
by  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FITCH.  This  bU<  may  be  laid  aside,  to 
be  reported  to  the  House  with  a  recomneodatioa 
that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  wouW  be  in 
order,  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Dux- 
HAM,  I  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  waives  his  right 
to  his  hour. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  I  will  waive  by  right. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  move,  then,  that  the  rcsoht- 
tion  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  Hooae 
with  a  recomipendatioo  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  MAItSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Is  not  the 
resolution,  however,  open  for  amendment? 

The  CH  AIRMAN.    Certainly  it  is. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  commiuee  wiU  recol- 
lect that  many  of  us  were 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  closed,  bat 
amendments  will  be  in  order  under  the  five  min- 
utes rule. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  What  is  the  motion  now 
before  the  committee? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  that  the  resolatton 
be  laid  aside  and  reported  to  the  Hoose  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  have  an  amendment  to 
offer  before  that  motion  is  taken,  and  1  design 
offering  it  now. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  hardy  wish 
to  state,  that  there  are  a  number  of  gentlemen  upoo 
this  floor  who  wifth  to  extend  the  prpvisiontof 
the  existing  bounty  act  to  individuals  not  em- 
braced in  the  present  bill.  As  I  urged  upon  the 
committee  the  other  day,  that  we  should  pass  the 
bill  we  had  then  before  the  House  and  'take  op 
this  bill,  I  now  wish  to  notify  the  Hoase,  that  an 
of  us  who  are  in  favor  of  extending  the  bountjr 
land  act,  should  not  agree  to  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  upon  my  left  [Mr.  Fitck,]  but  we 
should  take  up  this  bill  and  go  throueh  with  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  resolution  wiH  be 
read  through  by  sections.  The  first  section  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  House  will  be  now  read, 
and  tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mia- 
shall]  can  make  his  amendment. 

Section  1st  was  then  read ,  as  follows  : 
Be  it  enactedf  ^e.y  That  nothiag  in  thoart  apppovcdSc^ 
tember  tweDt> -eighth;  ejjditeen  hundred  and  fiftjr*  **fraM^ 
ing  bouniy  Innd  to  certain  nfRcer*  and  aoWen  irho  bare 
be<»n  engaged  In  tlitf  militaiy  •crviee  of  the  United  Stales," 
shftU  bo  Ml  cfNiKtroed  as  to  prevpm  the  side  and  transferor 
any  eeniAcate  or  warrant  iMued  by  virtue  of  said  act,  poor 
to  the  location  of  the  same,  or  the  issue  oC  tbe  fai«Dl 
thereon. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  We  have  al- 
ready acted  upon  that  subject,  and  I  therefert 
move  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  So  the  first  sectioD 
was  stricken  out. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  2d  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  .^nd  be  U  fmther  reMoloed,  That  the  registeii 
and  receivers  of  the  United  States  land  rJIBces  shall  hm- 
aOer  be  severally  authorized  to  charge  and  receive  Ibr  tfieir 
servic<*s,  in  locating  bounty  land  warrm>l»,  Ihe  same  rate  «f 
compensation  or  percentage  lo  wtoieh  tbey  are  eniiUed  ky 
law  for  sales  of  the  pulriic  lands  Ihr  cash,  at  Uic  mte  of  one 
dollar  and  iwonty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  said  coiapeo»s- 
tion  to  l>o  hereafter  paid  by  the  assignees  or  holden  of  f  acb 
warrants,  in  all  cases  where  the  same  have  been  tnasfefred 
by  the  soldier  or  his  letal  or  persooal  represeii^ve,  autor 
the  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  Cniigres«,  uid  the  regolaOow  of 
the  General  Land  Office  on  that  su^vftt,  and  to  be  paid  not 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  dtateis,  upon  the  adiivtaBenl 
of  the  accounts  of  such  olBcen,  where  it  shall  besb«wo,lo 
the  satisfaction  of  the  General  Land  OfAce,  that  the  saae 
was  located  by  il»e  soldier  or  warrantee,  or  in  caw  nf  hi* 
death  by  his  next  of  kin,  as  provided  b^  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress aforesaid. 

Mr.'  QAYLORD  moved  to  strike  out  the  M 
section. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  desire  to  amend  that  section 
before  the  question  is  taken  on  striking  out.  I 
move  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  warrants" 
in  the  9th  line,  as  follows: 

**  In  all  cases  where  the  same  have  been  transftrred  by 
the  soldier  or  his  legal  or  personal  represeotatlve,  under  cbe 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  regidations  of 
the  General  Land  Office  on  that  suqeel,  and  to  bepsWort 
of  the  Treaiiury  of  the  United  States,  npoe  the  aiOwjuie"* 
of  the  accounts  of  such  officers,  where  H  shall  be  siwra 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  t*>«J||j* 
was  located  by  the  soldier  or  warramee,  or  is  f""*  **■■ 
death  by  hia  next  of  kin,  as  provided  by  the  aettaf  0»* 
gresa  aforMald." 

Mr.  C.  continued.  When  this  question  w 
last  before  the  House,  this  whole  sobjtct ofiljt 
paymant  of  regiatsrs  and  raoaivtrf  was  wry  nuf 
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diaconed.  Tfaeconehtaioii  at  which  I  theo  arrived 
§B  to  the  temper  and  feeling  of  the  House*  waa, 
that  there  was  no  poatibility  of  inducing  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  pay  anything  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  Uoited  States  to  these  registers 
and  receivers.    But  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  sense 
of  justice  of  every  member  on  this  floor  must 
brinr  him  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  men  who  ren- 
der thia  service  for  the  holders  of  these  warrants, 
should  be  remunerated  in  some  way.    I  propose, 
therefore,  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  section 
which  relates  to  the  past,  and  requires  payment 
by  the  Government  for  the  future,  so  as  to  leave 
the  payment  to  be  made  by  the  holders  of  the  war- 
rants to  the  registers  and  receivers.    This  I  would 
sugxest  as  a  compromise  between  the  two  parties 
inUiis  House— those  who  are  opposed  to  any  com- 
pensation, and  those  who  are  only  opposed  to 
compensation  for  past  services. 

I  am  satisfied  tnat  much  injustice  may  be  done 
to  the  registers  and  receivers  in  past  time,  but  I 
am  in  ftivor  of  doing  justice  as  rar  as  I  can.  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  induce  the  House  to  pay  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  these  past  ser- 
vices; and  therefore  I  am  for  making  provision 
for  payment  in  future. 

I  think  that  the  holders  of  these  warrants,  as 
welt  as  the  assignees,  ought  to  be  made  to  pay 
this,  and  will  be  willing  to  do  it. 

I  represent  a  larse  number  of  holders  of  bounty 
bwd  warrants,  and  the  argument  that  it  is  wrong 
that  the  soldier  should  be  called  on  to  pay  one 
dollar  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
does  not  carry  with  it  any  force  with  me.  I  am 
satisfied  that  my  constittftnts — the  present  holders 
of  these  warrants  as  well  as  the  assi^nses— are 
perfectly  willing  to  pay  the  men  who  do  this  ser- 
vice. 

Now,  f  appeal  to  gentlemen  who  think  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  for  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers, that  they  will  meet  on  this  common  ground , 
and  say,  that  in  future  the  holders  of  the  warrants 
shall  pay  the  amount  here  specified  to  the  registers 
and  receivers.  A  very  large  portion  of  these  war- 
rants have  yet  to  be  issued,  and  so  far  as  any 
mere  party  question  is  concerned,  I  will  say  to  the 
Democratic  gentlemen  who  are  so  confident  that  at 
the  next  election  they  will  succeed  in  removing 
the  Whig  incumbenls  from  office,  that  they  win 
eet  the  benefitof  this  provision,  because  we  Know, 
from  the  number  of  warrants  to  be  issued,  it  will 
be  utterly  impossible  that  half  of  them  can  be  lo- 
cated within  the  next  twelve  months.  There  will 
be  equal  and  just  compensation  to  all  the  parties 
concerned,  and  I  trust  the  House  will  adopt  the 
amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  section, 

Mr.  SACKETT  moved  further  to  amend  the 
section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  bv  striking 
oat  all  after  the  word  "warrants,*' in  the  fourth 
line,  to  and  including  the  word  **  acre, "in  the  sev- 
enth line,  as  follows:  • 

'*Tbe  fame  rate  of  comftensation  or  pereenta^  to  which 
ih^  are  entitled  by  law  for  talea  of  the  public  laoda  for 
ca«ti,  at  tlie  rate  of  ^1  95  per  acre.'* 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

**  Ae  fbllows :  Ibr  warrants  of  forty  aeree,  flAy  cents ;  Ibr 
warraute  of  eiftity  acret,  one  dollar ;  and  ibr  warrants  of , 
one  huudred  and  sixty  acres,  two  dollars." 

M  r.  S.  said :  The  effect  of  that  amendment  will 
be  to  fix  a  specific  compensation  for  these  registers 
and  receivers,  and  to  make  it  just  half  the  present 
rate,  or  half  per  cent.  each. 

Thia  subject  was  pretty  fully  discussed  when 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  of  a  similar  character  to 
this,  was  before  the  House  the  other  day.  I  am 
tttiafied  the  House  does  not  intend  to  pass  a  pro- 
vision giving  to  the  registers  and  receivers  the 
■ame  compensation  for  locatinf^  these  warranta 
that  is  allowed  them  for  the  location  of  purchased 
Uads,  for  the  reason  that  these  warrants  are  een- 
cnlly  brought  to  the  ofiices  in  parcels,  anathe 
labor  of  locating  them  is  therefore  not  so  ereat  as 
ii  the  labor  of  locating  purchased  lands.  If  1  un- 
diauud  the  general  law— and  1  believe  I  do— thk 
^iBpansaiion  proposed  by  this  amendment  will  be 
Ofts  half  the  present  compensation. 

Mr.  DUImAM  here  interposed  a  remark,  but 
in  such  a  low  voica  as  to  be  aotirely  ioaodible  to 
Oie 


Mr.  SACKCTT.  It  will  be  just  half  the  com* 
peusation. 

1  have  no  disposition  to  discuss  this  question 
further.  It  was  amply  debated  when  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  was  before  the  House.  If  it  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  House  to  reduce  the  compensation  of 
these  officers  one  half,  this  amendment  will  ac- 
compliah  that  object,  and  preserve  a  uniform  rate 
of  compensation. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  am  opposed 
to  this  amendment,  and  to  every  aipenament 
having  for  its  object  tlie  allowance  of  compensation 
to  tlH»e  receivers  and  registers  for  duties  connected 
with  these  bounty  land  warrants.  But  1  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sack- 
ETT,]  upon  what  principle  he  would  make  this 
compensation  a  percentage?^  It  requires  the  same 
labor  to  register  a  forty  acre  warrant  as  it  does  to 
register  an  eighty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
warrant.  If  any  compensation  at  all  should  be 
given  them  for  these  services,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  ought  to  be  upon  the*  principle  reported  by  the 
select  committee,  and  that  is  to  allow  them  a  fixed 
compensation  for  locating  a  bounty  land  warrant, 
whether  for  forty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
If,  therefore,  gentlemen  intend  to  pay  them  any- 
thing at  all,  the  proper  way  would  be  to  allow 
them  fifty  cents  for  each  W(*rrant.  There  is  just 
as  much  trouble  in  locating  a  small  warrant  as  a 
large  one,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  a  percentage 
in  Uiis  case.  Where  the  lands  are  purchased,  the 
percentage  is  allowed  for  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  receiving  the  money  and  taking  care  of  it,  and 
transmiuing  it  to  the  Government.  But  1  am  op- 
posed to  giving  them  anything.  These  officers 
now  have  a  salary  of  f500.  What  other  duties 
have  they  to  perform  but  to  be  there  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  morning  till  night,  if  you  please,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  them  as 
registers  and  receivers  ?  It  is  for  that  they  receive 
their  salaries  of  $500  ?  Why  give  them  additional 
compensation?  The  original  percentage  was  al- 
lowed, because  they  had  to  take  care  of  the  public 
money,  and  not  for  the  performance  of  these  du- 
ties. I  am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
whole  section. 

Mr.  Q.V  YLORD.  I  wish  to  mo(|ify  my  amend- 
ment so  as  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  and  in- 
sert the  2d  section  of  the  bill  reorted  by  the 
select  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  order  at  this 
time,  as  there  is  an  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  What  is  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  amendments? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  fVom  Ohio 
[Mr.  Gatlord]  moves  to  strike  out  the  2d  section. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  moves  to  amend 
that  section  by  striking  out  what  was  read,  and  in- 
serting a  provision  to  reduce  the  compensation 
one  half. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
to  amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
by  adding  *'and  insert  the  w  section  of  the  bill 
reported  hy  the  select  committee? " 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  motion  will  be  in 
order.  It  is,  however,  in  order,  in  the  first  place, 
to  move  to  amend  the  section  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out.  Such  a  motion  is  pending,  and  it  is 
now  in  order  to  move  to  ameiid  that  portion  oro- 
posed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Is  it  not  in  order 
for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  modify  his  own 
motion  ?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  if  I  under- 
stand it  rightly,  moved  to  strike  out  the  2d  section; 
he  now  proposes  to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to 
strike  out  and  insert. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    That  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Well,  that  is  precisely  what  I 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes  to 
do. 

Mr.  GAYLORD  then  modified  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  2d  section  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  House,  and  to  insert  the  2d  section  of  the  bill 
reported  by  the  select  committee,  as  follows : 

«8ic.  9.  JInd  ke  U  Jurtker  tmuiei,  That  fVom  and  af- 
ter the  passafe  of  this  act.  the  reslsters  and  recovers  of 
the  Tnited  States  land  offices  shall  each  be  entiUed  to 
receive  fifty  cents  for  his  services  in  locating  each  bounty 
land  warrant  by  him  located,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or 
persons  locatinf  the  same;  bat  this  act  shall  not  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  allow  any  regisier  or  receiver  to  receive  any 
greater  mazloiiuD  of  salary  and  fees  than  by  law  be  is  now 
enUtled." 

Th«  CHAIRMAN.    That  question  wiU  not  be 


;  taken,  however,  until  the  ameudment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  To  be  sure  not,  but  when  that 
amendment  is  disposed  of,  the  pending  question 
will  be  on  the  mouon  to  strike  out  and  insert,  if 
the  gentleman  is  allowed  to  make  the  modification. 

I      Mr.  STUART.    1  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  so  as 

!  to  give  these  officers  two  per  cent,  each,  instead  of 

'  one  per  cent,  for  both. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    1  desire,  if  it  is  in  order,  to 

I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 

j  from  Ohio,  which  is  to  strike  out  the  £l  section* 

j  by  inserting  the  2d  section  of  the  bill  reported  by 

I  the  select  committee. 

,     The  CHAIRMAN.    That  is  the  motion  of  the 

<  gentleman  from  Ohio;  he  has  modified  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  some  solicitude  upon 
this  subject,  but  I  confess  I  have  also  my  misgiv- 
ings as  to  my  own  ability,  or  as  to  the  ability  of 
anybody,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  this  commutes 
so  as  to  induce  them  to  act  deliberately  upon  this 
question.  Bu^  still  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  while  I  submit  a  few  remarks. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  on  the 
last  day  when  this  question  was  discussed  here, 
every  single  member  that  rose  and  opposed  amend- 
ments to  the  former  bill,  decUred  ins  willingness 
to  pay  these  registers  and  receivers. 
fCries  of  ♦•  Oh !  no!"] 

Mr.  STUART.  Yes.  I  have  the  record,  and 
I  say  that  on  that  day  every  man  who  opposed 
amendments  to  the  bill  then  pending,  indicated  a 
willingness  to  pay  the^e  officers,  but  insisted  that 
it  was  out  of  place;  that  we  should  first  pass  ths 
first  section  of^  the  bill  making  the  land  warrants 
assignable,  and  then  make  provision  for  the  com- 
pensation of  registers  and  receivers  afterwards. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  was  one  of 
those  who  opposed  that  bill,  and  yet  I  certainly 
did  not  express  myself  as  in  favor  of  this  com- 
pensation to  registers  and  receivers. . 

Mr.  STUART.  The  gentleman  did  not  under- 
stand me.  I  did  not  say  that  every  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  bill  iiad  expressed 
himself  in  favor  of  paving  these  registers  and 
receivers,  but  every  gentleman  who  expressed  anv 
opinion  upon  the  subject;  and,  so  far  as  my  recol- 
lection goes,  such  was  the  fact.  There  were  sev- 
eral gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the  bill  who  did  not 
express  any  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  re- 
lation to  the  matter. 

I  now  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  propriety  of  paying  these  men.  I  desire  to 
say,  in  answer  to  tne  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  SrarBENS,]  that  argument 
would  be  just  as  good  against  paying  a  receiver  or 
register  for  any  other  business.  They  had  ^500 
salary  for  entering  these  lands, payable  in  money, 
and  they  have  it  now.  But  Congress  has  inter- 
posed and  made  land  warrants  receivable,  thereby 
taking  away  a  great  deal  of  their  pay,  and  redu- 
cing It  to  a  mere  pittance  in  most  instances,  be- 
cause, in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  the  receipt 
of  the  land  office  would  not  amount  to  |500,  ex^ 
elusive  of  clerk  hire.  Now,  is  it  fair  for  Congress 
to  interpose  and  make  an  article  receivable  out  of 
which  they  received  their  pay,  and  then  refuse  U> 
compensate  them  for  their  loss?  Is  there  any 
principle  in  it?  Is  there  any  reason  in  it?  I  think 
■not.  If  this  principle  be  a  true  one,  you  mAy  go 
further,  and  make  nothing  but  land  warrants  re- 
ceivable, thereby  reducing  their  compensation,  in 
all  cases,  to  the  A500  a  salary  merely,  which 
would  leave  them  bankrupt. 

It  was  said  here,  the  other  day,  that  a  man  might 
hold  a  land  office  and  attend  to  it  at  his  conve- 
nience, or  that  in  addition  to  it  he  might  be  a  mer- 
chant, or  practice  law,  or  attend  to  his  farm,  or 
anything  else.  But  who  can  tell  when  a  man  will 
come  to  enter  land?  I  say  the  land  officer  must  be 
at  his  office  all  the  time;  and  if  you  desire  to  have 
responsible  and  competent  officers,  you  must  psy 
them.  The  essence  of  the  matter  is  this:  you  have 
interposed  by  law  to  make  an  article  receivable  for 
land  which  was  not  receivable  bdbre,  thereby  ta- 
king fh>m  your  land  officers  their  just  compensa- 
tion by  altering  the  basis  of  their  percentages,  and 
you  now  refuse  to  pay  them. 
Now,  it  is  said,  let  the  holders  of  the  warrants 

Eay  for  them.    That  is  all  right  when  the  warrant 
as  been  assigned;  bi^t  while  it  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  ihe  soldier,  he  should  not  bs  coropsUed  ie  pay 
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for  it,  because,  if  you  insist  upon  that,  his  bounty 
is  a  mere  pittance,  not  worth  receiving.  Now,  in 
my  htnnble  opinion — and  I  speak  it  with  defer- 
ence—we ought  to  step  in  and  do  what  is  but  a 
mere  act  of  justice  to  these  officers. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  1  stated,  the  other  day,  that 
I  should  not  say  another  word  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  but  I  wish  the  House  to  have  correct  in- 
formation as  to  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  required 
in  these  offices.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  list  of  all 
the  land  offices  in  the  country.  Now,  in  order 
that  the  committee  may  have  a  correct  idea  of  the 
amount  of  the  clerk  hire  required,  it  is  necessary 
to  show  an  account  of  the  warmnis  which  are  en- 
tered. I  will  call  their  attention  to  this  fact.  1 
have  but  cast  my  eye  over  tlie  list,  but  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say  tliat  not  one  third — and  not  one  quar- 
ter of  the  land  offices  in  the  United  Staten  have, 
foT  the  vrhole  time  since  Mexican  warrants  were 
first  issued,  located  five  hundred  warrants  a  year. 
Now,  if  this  is  true,  where  is  the  necessity  of  this 
extra  compensation  for  clerk  hire?  Now,  as  was 
stated  the  other  day,  by  a  letter  received  from  a 
gentleman  in  Iowa,  it  was  shown  that  three  clerks 
could  enter  one  thousand  warrants  in  two  weeks, 
and  they  could  enter  five  hundred  warraniH  in  one 
week.  Yet,  with  these  facts  staring  them  in  the 
face,  gentlemen  get  up  and  tell  this  committee  that 
this  compensation  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order 
to  pay  for  clerk  hire. 

1  desire  to  make  one  further  remark,  and  it  is 
this:  In  two  thirds  of  the  land  offices  in  the  United 
States  they  do  not  be^n  to  enter  land  enough,  if 
we  adopt  the  present  rate  of  percentage,  to  pay  the 
$500  salary  which  is  paid  to  the  officers.  And  I 
again  say,  what  I  said  the  otJier  day,  I  believe, 
and  if  I  did  not,  1  will  say  it  now,  that  in  several 
of  these  offices,  for  a  whole  quarter,  not  a  single 
warrant  has  been  located. 

•1  have  one  other  remark.  I  say  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  control  of  these  public  lands, 
that  I  think  they  are  negiectinr  their  duty,  if  they 
do  not,  duringaliis  Congress,  l)rin^  forward  a  bill 
to  consolidate  and  abolish  many  of  the  land  offices 
now  existing,  where  we  are  not  receiving  money 
enough  to  pay  the  actual  salary  which  wc  are 
compelled  to  pay  the  registers  and  receivers. 

Mr.'  ORR.  1  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
has  received  information  from  any  source,  that  a 
single  officer  has  resigned  his  office  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  of  labor  from  land  warrants  being 
made  receivable?  And  if-he  has  ever  heai-d  of 
any  difficulty  in  finding  other  officers  as  compe- 
tent if  such  resignations  have  taken  place? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  answered  the  gentleman's 
interro^tory  the  other  day,  in  reply,  I  believe,  to 
a  quesuon  asked  bv  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Fitch.] 
I  said  that,  when^he  Administration  changed,  1 
do  not  know  of  a  single  man  who  was  willmg  to 

fo  out  of  office.  And  when  removals  were  made, 
do  not* know  of  a  single  office  in  my  county 
where  there  was  not  at  least  a  "corporal's 
guard"  of  applicants  for  the  nlace;  and  that,  too, 
at  a  time  wnen  the  bounty  land  law  was  in  full 
operation.  I  know  of  many  cases  where  the  offi- 
cers could  not  make  $500  a  year  out  of  the  office. 
Mr.  CLARK.     I  wish  further  tu  answer  the 

2ae8tion  propounded  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
laroUna,  (Mr.  Onn.]     I  wish  to  say  that  they  did 
not  resign  because  they  exported  pay. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  further  discussion  is 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Stu- 
art's amendment  to  the  amendment;  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Sackktt's 
amendment. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  think  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  is  to  reduce  the  com- 
pensation one  half.     Am  I  right? 

Mr.  SACKETT.    That  is  my  amendment. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  am  willing  to  make  a  compro- 
mise in  this  matter.  Not  that  I  believe  that  will 
be  doing  justice  to  these  officers,  but  for  the  sake 
of  making  a  compromise,  1  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  bv  providing  for  the  payment  of  one 
dolhir  for  each  and  every  warrant  located. 

As  (  remarked,  this  is  not  doing  justice  to  these 
officers,  for  Congress  by  making  these  warrants 
receivable,  have  nearly  quadniplcd  the  labor  of 
these  officers  over  that  of  entering  these  lands  for 
cash.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
around  me  to  some  of  their  own  remarks,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  gentleman  Oom  Georgia, 


[Mr.  Stephens.]  As  I  understood  that  gentle- 
man, he  speaks  of  the  $500  being  given  these  offi- 
cers as  salary,  and  ot  the  percentage,  as  being 
only  designed  to  pay  for  traveling  expenses,  and 
for  a  guardianship  over  tlie  money. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  did  not  say  that  was  the 
only  reason  for  the  percentage,  but  as  one  reason* 

Mr.  FITCH .  Very  well ;  as  one  of  the  reasons. 
But  the  register  has  no  control  or  guardianship 
over  the  money  after  it  is  primarily  jinid.  And  it 
will  be  fovmd  that  that  officer  receives  no  other 
compensation  in  the  shape  of  insurance  upon  this 
money  for  transporting  it  to  the  Land  Office,  or  to 
the  place  where  he  is  directed  by  law  to  deposit 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stuart,] 
who  preceded  me,  very  properly  called  die  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  t  >*  the  profession,  which  was 
so  liberally  made  a  few  days  since,  of  willingness 
to  pay  thege  officers  a  just  compensatiqn.  I  spoke 
then  of  these  professions  as  mere  subterfuges;  and 
the  debate  which  has  occurred  to-day,  together 
with  the  voting  Upon  the  various  propositions  which 
have  been  betore  the  committee,  will  show  that  I 
was  rx)rrect  in  my  statement.  If  there  was  a  dis- 
position manifested  upon  that  occasion  to  compen- 
sate these  officers  justly  and  properly  for  their 
labor,  that  disposition  will  be  manifested  now  by 
a  refusal  to  do  so. 

I  have  heard  this  service  compared  to  that  of  a 
laborer.  I  did  not  hear  this  in  oebate,  but  I  have 
heard  it  in  conversation;  and  if  I  mistake  not,  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  the  chairman  of  the 
select  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  has  made 
use  of  that  comparison.  Now,  for  the  sake  of  the 
thing,  let  us  take  it  upon  tliis  ground .  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  a  laborer  under  certain  considerations  is 
to  receive  a  certain  salary  or  percentage  for  a 
service  to  be  performed,  and*  let  us  suppose  that 
afterwards  the  character  of  that  service  should  be 
changed  so  as  to  not  only  increase  the  labor",  but 
to  diminish  the  compensation  which  he  had  a 
right  to  expert.  Is  it  not  fair  to  compensate  that 
man  for  his  services?  Is  it  not  unftiir  to  refuse  to 
make  that  payment  for  his  services?  It  has  been 
asked,  and  the  question  has  been  repeated  here  as 
if  it  were  pertinent  to  the  subject — **  Have  any  of 
these  officers  resigned?'*  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  asked  if  any  of  these 
officers  have  resigned  for  want  of  sufficient  com- 
pensation? I  will  remark,  that  if  these  resigna- 
tions have  not  taken  place,  it  has  been  because  the 
original  bounty  land  law  made  provision  for  some- 
thing in  the  shape  of  compensation  for  locating 
these  lands — fifty  cents  each,  if  I  mistake  not. 
After  this  law  was  changed,  these  officers  would 
hold  on  month  after  month  with  the  hope  that  the 
location  of  warrants  ai-  these  particular  offices 
would  notincrease,6mdthattheca8h  sales  would  not 
materially  lessen,  until  at  last  tliev  find  themselves 
creditors  to  the  Government  to  large  amounts  in 
their  estimation,  and  they  determine  to  hold  on  to 
their  offices  until  the  Government  had  discharged 
the  debt. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Dunham)  said  that  in  some 
offices  there  are  no  lands  entered  by  these  war- 
rants. This,  surely^  is  no  reason  for  not  com- 
Censating  officers  where  lands  have  been  entered, 
ecause  this  bill  does  not  operate  upon  sucli 
offices.  The  Government  will  pay  those  officers 
nothing,  whether  the  cash  sales  have  been  more 
or  less;  whether  the  percentage  amounts  to  $500, 
or  less  than  sufficient  to  pay  their  annual  salary, 
it  matters  not. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  My  colleague  did  not  under- 
stand me,  or  I  did  not  make  niyself  clear  in  my 
remark.  The  force  I  gave  to  the  remark  was, 
thdt  but  few  wdrrants  were  located  at  those  offices, 
and  consequently  small  cash  sales,  and  that  $500 
salary  would  pay  for  the  extra  labor  of  locating 
these  warrants. 

Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

~r.  BISSELL.     fa   it  in   fjrder  to  move  an 
amendment  at  this  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Any  gentlemen  has  the 
right  to  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  oppose 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
and  simply  upon  this  grouftd:  If  I  understand 
correctly  his  mode  of  reasoning,  it  is,  that  because 
the  Government  has  imposed  additional  services 
upon  these  receivers,  it  is  bound  to  make  them 
additional  compensation.  Now,  if  he  is  correct, 
why  would  not  the  rule  apply  with  equal  force  to 
collectors  of  our  revenue — say,  for  instance,  at 
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the  port  of  Now-York,  where  thtte  has  bcsn  m 
additional  amount  of  revenue  colle<^?  Why 
would  it  not  apply  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  if  by  any  unforeseen  contingency  addi- 
tional services  should  be  imposed  upon  them? 

Mr.  FITC  H .  1  would  ask  if  the  officera  uf  the 
Army  and  Navy  receive  a  pcrcen^ige  as  a  part  of 
their  ndary  ?  Their  compensation  is  fixed,  umI 
no  percentage  is  allowed  toem. 

Mr.  FULLER.  So  I  understand;  and  so  1  un- 
derstand Uie  salary  of  the  recovers  is  a  fixed  one; 
and  upon  the  most  ordinary  principles  of  iuttice 
between  man  and  nmn,  where  a  man  employs  a 
laborer  for  a  specified  price,  and  imposes  addi* 
tional  services  upon  him,  beyond  titose  stipulated 
in  the  contract  to  be  performed,  he  is  at  Uberty  to 
say  it  is  a  departure  from  the  contract,  and  I  will 
no  longer  labor  for  this  compensation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amtnd- 
mentoflrered  by  Mr.  Fircii;  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    1  send  up  an  aroendreenu 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  it  an  amendment  to  the 
part  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  1 
understand  the  condition  of  the  matter  as  it  now 
stands.     I  ofil*er  it  as  an  addition  to  the  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  iiii 
not  in  order,  as  the  amendment  now  under  coniid- 
eration  is  to  strike  out  a  portion  of  the  section  and 
to  insert.  It  will  be  in  order  after  the  question  is 
taken  on  the  pending  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  theamcndmmi 
oflfered  by  Mr.  Sackbtt;  and  it  was  disagreed  lo. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  1  now  propose  the  amendntsnt 
which  I  send  to  the  table,  as  an  addition  to  the 
2d  section.  ' 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Jindhe  it  enacted^  That  rcgirtcrs  and  recivcri,  wluihff 
ill  or  oul  of  office  at  llic  pamn^**  of  tin*  act,  or  ihrtr  l^f»! 
reprene  ntatives  in  caao  of  dcatti,  aliall  tie  eniitled  In  nrnvt 
from  Uie  Treaiwry  OtUie  (/nitt*d  Statei',  lor  aervkes  bereto- 
fore  performed  in  locatiiif  military  t)ounty  land  wtrnmu. 
the  same  rate  of  compensatinii  provided  in  tlw  jin-ccdir; 
M»ction  for  nervicca  lipreafter  lo  be  performed,  after  dwJwt- 
ing  Uic  amount  alrendy  received  by  racli  ofltcera  under  Um 
act  entitled  '^\n  act  to  require  the  holders  of  military  lud 
*  \mrraiitH  to  coinpcuMite  tJic  land  otGcrrs  of  liic  United 
'  StalC!*  for  «»pr\icc«  in  relation  to  the  location  of  those  w»r 
'  rant?.''  approved  May  seventeenth,  eightevn  hundred  wH 
forty-uight :  Prorlied,  That  so  regisl(>r  or  receiver  i4i»M 
roccivc  any  coui^ieiisation  out  of  Uie  Treasury  for  ptat 
»ervice««,  wlio  has  charged  and  received  illegal  fees  for  ibt 
location  oft?uch  warrants:  Jind  orocided  further^  That  do 
reffister  or  receiver  i»ball  receive  for  hii«  •ervice*  duriOK  »ny 
year  a  sreatcr  cooqKMwaiion  than  the  maximum  now  ^ 
lownd  by  law. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  ffentleman  prr>- 
pose  it  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  propose  it  as  an  addition  to 
the  iid  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chsir  then  suggeeti 
that  the  phraseology  be  altered,  us  it  refers  to  a 
preceding:  section,  and  there  is  no  preceding  sh** 
tion,  the  first  section  having  been  struck  out. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    The  amendment  can  be  so  al- 
tered.   I  understand,  by  a  vote  of  this  comnuttee 
this  morning,  upon  an  amendment  proposed  bv 
the  gentleman  from  Florida, "[Mr.  Cabbll,)  tliat 
it  is  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  House,  that  re^tn 
ters  and  receivers  ought  to  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices in  locating  military  bounty  land  warrant*, 
and  1  concur  in  that  sentiment  most  fully.    The 
committee  has  decided  now,  as  I  understand,  that 
hereafter  registers  and  receivers  shall  be  paid  fi*r 
such  services.    Am  I  right .'    I  did  not  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  early  proceedings  in  Uh* 
committee,  but  I  su)>pose  such  wna  the  result  nf 
Uie  vote  taken  upon  the  atnendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida ,  [Mr.  Cabbll.]    However  that 
may  b^,  I  trust  that  the  committee  will  so  decide, 
and  that  it  will  also  decide  that  it  is  equally  just 
that  they  should  be  compensated  for  the  semces 
which   they  have    already  performed.     I  have 
listened  to  all  that  has  been  urged  in  this  com- 
mittee to-day,  and  heretofore,  in  opposition  to  the  • 
proposition  to  allow  registers  and  receivers  cotn- 
pensation  for  locating  these  warrants,  and  I  have 
listened  in  vain  for  anythinjj  that  answers  for  wj 
argument.    It  has  been  said  that  five  buntlred 
dollars  is  a  sufficient  compensation  to  these  wien 
for  all  their  services.    If  that  be  so— and  I  uwer- 
stand  that  to  be  the  argument  of  the  f«>^*J**" 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stepiiewh)— ^  »h?a»<!  "^ ^ 
know  why  that  gentleman,  before  this  mne,  p» 
not  introduoed  a  bill  into  this  House  to  r«iooat« 
salaries  of  renters  and  wceiterst  for  mm  he 
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not  know  that  by  the  law^ns  the  taw  now  stands,  | 
registers  and  receivers  may,  and  some  of  them  do,  { 
r«cave  as  high  as  three  thousand  dollars?  That  i 
bem^  the  fact^  and  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  | 
bein^  thai  five  hundred  dollars  is  ample  compen-  i 
salion,  why  has  he  never  moved  to  reduce  and 
equalire  these  salaries? 

A|am:  it  has  been  said  that  land  officers  specu- 
iaie  m  land  warrants,  and  by  that  means  make 
money  outside  of  the  f?e«  they  receive  as  officers. 
That  is  a  charie^e  easily  made,  but  a^inst  how 
many  of  the  officers  is  it  true.*  Gkniiemen  get  up, 
and  prodatm  to  this  House  that  these  land  officers 
speculate  ill  land  warrants  illegally,  and  make  for- 
tunes thereby.  I  cannot  answer  such  an  argu- 
ment. I  know  land  officers  who  have  done  no 
such  thinj;,  and  I  do  not  know  of  one  who  has. 
1  do  not  pretend  to  deny  that  land  officers  have 
(lone  such  things. 

Again,  it  is  said  thut  all  the  warrants  located  at 
any  particular  office  in  one  year,  might  be  located 
in  three  weeks  by  the  aid  ol'tliree  clerks»  and  it  is 
inferred  fvom  that,  by  the  gentlemen  pressing  this 
argument,  that  the  registers  and  receivers  ought 
to  be  paid  fl>r  only  three  weeks*  services.  Why, 
«ir,  that  may  be  true — though  they  would  have 
to  l>e  extraordinary  clerks  to  perform  that  amount 


I  sation  to  these  land  officers.  I  say  that  |500  is  h 
not  a  compensation  to  any  land  of?icer  competent  [ 
to  the  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of  oue  of  these  , , 
offices.  It  re<|uires  something  more  than 'a  day  || 
laborer.  It  requires  a  man  of  education,  a  man  ij 
of  skill,  a  man  of  judgment,  to  discharge  credit-   ! 

■  ably  to  himself  and  usetully  to  the  Government  and  j ; 
the  people  the  duties  of  one  of  these  offices.    And  |  j 

I  I  think  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  in  view  of  h 
the  salaries  which  are  paid  to  the  various  and  al-   I 
most  innumerable  officers  of  the  Government,  v/ill  Ji 
say  tliat  even  a  clerk,  competent  to  discharge  the 
duties  imposed  upon  land  officers,  would  be  com- 
pensated  by  the  salary  which  is  given — the  sum 
of  4>o00.     It  has  been  well  said,  and  I  believe  the 
remark  cannot  be  sucressfully  contradicted,  that  '. 

I  in  most  of  the  offices  the  percentage  and  salary 

'  added  together  will  not  am,ount  to  the  sum  of ! 
$700.     I  ask  if  that  sum  will  support  a  family  of 
a  man  competent  to  discharge*  the  duties  of  these 

offices  ?         

Mr.  CARTTER.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me,  1  wish  to  direct  his  attention  to  this  point: 
What  would  be  the  advantage  of  the  position  in 
point  of  capital  for  land  speculation  in  these  of- 
ficea?  Would  it  fall  below  a  capital  of  $50,000? 
Mr.  FICKLIN.    1  will  reply  to  the  gentleman's 


of  labor  iu  so  .short  a  time — yet  is  it  not  known    ,  interrogatory — that  it  is  not  worth,  to  the  faithful 


thai  these  land  warrants  come  to  the  land  of- 
fices, day  by  day,  scattered  along,  npon  one  day 
one,  upon  another  two,  and  upon  anotlicr  five, 
and  that  registers  and  receivers  know  not  when 
they  are  coining .'  They  hav^  to  be  at  their  offices 
all  the  time,  lest  when  a  man  comes  twenty,  thir- 
ty, or  fifty  miles  with  his  land  wanxtnt,  he  cannot 
;;ct  into  the  office.  Tiie  offices  have  to  be  kept 
open,  and  the  officers  or  their  clerks  must  be  there 
at  all  times,  and  should  be  paid  for  their  services 
according  y.* 
Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    I  ask  that 


and  honest  land  officer,  one  cent. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  YATES.  I  dislike  to  trouble  the  Mouse, 
but  I  will  make  one  more  appeal  to  the  members 
of  the  Hoi^e  upon  the  subject  of  giving  to  these 
land  officers  fair  compent«ition  for  past  and  future 
services.  If  the  gentlemen  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  will  not  listen  to  thx;  just  appeals  of  their 
fellow-Whigs,  who  have  been  in  office,  1  will  ad- 
dress the  appeal  t»)  the  ^gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side,  and  1  will  say  to  those  gentleman,  that  while 
their  Democratic  rP4ri8ters  and  receivers  were  in 


the  vote  may  be  taken  upon  this  subject,  for  it  is  |!  office  they  received  this  commission  of  one  per 


useless  lo  discuss  all  these  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Bisseli.,  and  it  was  disagreed 
to. 

Mr.  BELL.  Is  it  in  prder  to  move  to  insert  an 
additional  section  to  this  section? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  supposes  that 


cent,  upon  the  actual  cosh  sales.  They  received 
'  it  all  the  time. they  were  in  office.  This  lawgiving 
!  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  commis- 
;  sion  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  moneyn  received,  as 
;  a  cpmpensation  for  clerk  hire,  receiving,  safe-keep- 
'  ing,  and  transmitting  the  public  moneys,  was  ori- 
ginally passed  in  the  year  1818.    The  Democi^tic 


It  will  not  be  in  order  at  this  time,  the  2d  sec-  j'  registers  arid  receivers  have  received  ihis  compen- 


tion  being  under  consideration.  The  gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  ofi*er  his  amendment, 
however,  before  the  bill  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  propose  to  amend  the 
2d  section.  What  was  tlie  amendment  last  vote<l 
upon  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendmont  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr  Sackett.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    Was  that  voted  down? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  was. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Then  Ipropose  to  amend  by 
allowing  three  quarters  of  one  per  cent,  wherever 
land  is  sold  for  cash.  I  can  see  no  sound  reason 
why  speculators  anji  individuals  purchasing  land 
wamints  of  soldiers,  should  be  permitted  to  locate 
them  free  of  charge,  when  a  pei-son  who  pays  the 
money  at  $1  25  per  acre  is  compelled  to  pay  one 
percent. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  The  individual 
does  not  nay  it,  but  the  Government. 

Mr.  FiCKLlN.  I  can  see  no  difference.  Now, 
what  is  the  stale  of  the  case,  and  what  is  likely  to 
be  the  state  of  the  case  under  the  operation  of  the 
bill  which  has  passed  this  House,  and  which, 
from  i>re8ent  indications,  will  certainly  pass  the 
Henate  in  some  form  or  other,  making  land  war- 
rants assiffnable?  Is  it  not  apparent  that  almost 
the  entire  business  of  the  land  offices  in  tlie  land 
States,  will  be  confined  to  the  location  of  land 
'Warrants  ?  Is  it  not  certain,  as  absolutely  certain 
^  mathematical  calculation  c^n  make  it,  that 
^here  individual^  can  purchase  land  warrants 
^^^vering-Tjne  hundred  ana  sixty  acres  of  land  for 
S160,  that  all  the  business  of  these  offices  will  be 
<^nfined  to  tlie  location  of  land  warrants,  not  in 
the  hands  of  the  original  soldiers  who  rendered  the 
•*rvie«(r  for  which  they  w«pt  received,  but  in  the 
IiftDds  of  speculators  who  have  purchased  these 
"^rranis? 

.  Now,  it  has  been  said  by  my  friend  from  Geor- 
SJ<i,  [Mr.  8krRPHBNs,]  who,  not  living  in  any  of  the 
"^  States  whers  this  work  has  to  be  performed, 
*^^^nnot  be  so  familiarly  acauainted  with  it  as  the 
^^titleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dvnham,]  who  oc- 
'''^pies Om  wtnm  potA^n—AktA $S00 is a«einpea<- 


sation  tor  a  period  of  thirty  years  past.  I  then 
ask  the  Denwcratic  members  of  this  House,  if  : 
they  vdW  not  do  equal  justice  to  the  Whi^  office  ' 
holders — the  registers  and  receivers  who  held  office  J 
under  the  lost  and  present  Administrations?  I  ask  i, 
them  to  do  the  same  justice  to  the  Whig  office  ', 
I  holders  tliat  this  Ooveniuient  has  done  in  oil  lime  '' 
,  past  to  Democratic  office-holders.  -i 

,  It  is  not  true,  as  is  contended,  that  these  regis-  '| 
i  ters  and  receiversinvariably  receive  this  compensa-  ii 
'  tion  of  ^500,  although  that  is  the  stated  salary.  I  ' 
;  have  shown  that  in  the  district  of  land  subject  to 
'  sale  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  the  percentage  land 
'  officers  are  allowed,  and  the  amount  they  receive 
'  for  the  location  of  land  warrants,  botli,  do  not 
j  amount  to  the  sum  ol'pbOO.  Well,  then,  add  $500, 
i  their  fixed  salary, and  deduct  for  clerk-hire,  ^and 

i  you  cannot  get  ago«»d  clerk  for  less  than  j|400,) 

jl      Mr.  DUNHAM.    ,If  he  gentleman  will  allow 

'   me  to  ask  him  a  question 

Ij      Mr.  YATES.     I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  ' 
!!  excuse  me,  as  I  have  but  a  few  minutes  more.  You 
>  cannot  get  a  good  merchant's  clerk  in  the  West  for 
;  less  than  ^4(10.  Out  of  that  $1,000  is  to  be  deduct-  ! 
;  ed  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  fuel,  stationery,  the  ex-  I 
1  pense  of  receiving,  safe-keeping,  and  transmitting  ! 
'  the  public  money.     And  in  numerous  land  dis-  i 
i  tricts  in  the  West,  the  perceDta|:e  on  cash  sales, 
I  and  theamount  received  for  locating  assigned  war-  i 
rants,  are  not  as  much  as  that  received  in  the  i 
I  Springfield  district.     Do  gentlemen  say  that  this  | 
I  is  adequate  compensation  ? 

I  repeat  again,  sir,  that  if  our  Whi^  friends  will 
;  not  do  justice  to  Whig  receivers  and  registers,  I  | 
j  appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  members  upon  ; 
I  the  other  side.     I  ask  them  to  mete  out  the  same  j 
t  measure  ofjusticeto  Whig  office-holders  that  they 
have  to  the  Democratic,  and  especially  when  they 
I  assert  with  so  much  confidence  that  we  are  to  have 
those  offices  for  so  very  ghort  a  period  longer.     I 
submit  it  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  this  House. 
What  more  can  we  do  or  say?    Will  gentlemen 
close  their  ears  against  a  true  statement  of  the 
facts  ?    The  appeal  of  these  xe^stcrs  and  receivers 
is  a  just  one;  tneir  compensation  has  been  and  is 


entirely  inadequate*  And,  sir,  I  cannot  oonceive 
how  gentlemen  can  refuse  to  allow  th^m  that  to 
which  they  are  so  manifestly  entitled  by  ^very 
consideration  of  fairness  and  propriety.  And  the 
more  especially,  should  this  be  the  case,  when  wc 
do  not  propose  to  inereasetheir  compensation,  but 
to  give  them  only  the  same  pay  wnieh  registers 
and  receivers  have  always  hod  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  insert  **  one  quar- 
ter.** My  object  is  to  give  my  young  friend  from 
Illinois  some  information  that  I  think  he  does  not 
possess  in  reference  to  this  matter,  altliough  he  re« 
sides  in  the  Sprin^eld  district.  The  amount  of 
saiaiy  and  perquisites  of  the  registcrat  the  Spring- 
field land  office — who,  I  believe,  was  a  Whig  in- 
cumbent— was  f^l,41I  94,  including  the  deductions 
of  which  the  gentleman  has  spoken.  For  the 
three  qmuters  of  last  year  the  whole  amount  of 
compensation  of  the  receiver  was  $1,295  and  some 
cents.  The  whole  number  of  Mexican  land  war- 
rants located  at  the  Springfield  land  o^ce*  from . 
the  beginning  to  the  present  time,  was  1,463» 
They  have  been  about  four  yesrs  being  located^ 
which  will  make  something  less  than  four  hundred 
a  year;  and  they  received  half  a  dollar  each  for 
nearly  all  of  thenv — makingi200more  to  be  added 
to  the  annual  'compensation  i  have  already  stated. 
I  do  not  know  how. many  additional  clerks  that 
register  or  receiver  needed  to  have  employed  to 
locate  these  warrants.  I  should  think  this  addi- 
tional $200  ought  to  have  paid  all  the  additional 
clerk-hire. 

Mr.  YATES.  What  vvas  the  amount  of  cosh 
sales  during  the  same  period  ?  How  much  did 
they  recer\'e  upon  cash  sales? 

Mr.  DUNH  AM.  I  will  giVe  the  gentleman  the 
percentage  received,  and  then  he  can  figure  it  him- 
self. He  has  more  time  than  I  have,  as  I  am 
speaking^  and  he  is  not. 

Mr.  YATES.  For  the  {>eriod  of  four  years 
and  eight  montlis,  the  cash  sales  were  $102,000. 
Well,  by  making  a  calculation  the  percentage  will 
be  over  -§250. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  have  the  record  from  the  land  office. 

Mr.  YATES.     I  have  the  same. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  have  the  record  lying  be- 
fore lue,  that  contains  the  income  of  every  land 
office  in  the  United  States;  as  also  the  number  of 
warrants  which  have  been  located  at  every  office. 
The  gentleman  is  in  very  great  error. 

Mr.  YATES.  I  have  the  statement  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  and  cannot  bp 
mistaken. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  want  ti»  say  a  word  in  ref- 
erence lo  the  gentleman's  allusion  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  beHeve  the  first  bounty  land  law 
was  enscted  under  a  Democratic  Administration, 
and  at  thetime  one  branch  of  Congress  was  Dem- 
ocratic; the  officers  in  the  land  offices  were  Dem- 
ocrats. I  apprehend,  then,  that  the  Democratic 
parly  have  hnd  something  to  do  in  fixing  tb** 
compensation  which  was  to  be  paid  for  the  loca- 
tion of  these  land  warrants,  and  consequently  I 
think  the  Democratic  party  did  mete  out  to  those 
then  in  offices,  precisely  what  we  are  willing  to 
extend  to  those  now  holding  these  offices. 

Mr.  PARKER.  T  was  not  disposed  to  tresnass 
upon  the  time  of  the  House,  but  it  struck  me  tnere 
was  ah  idea  or  twe  connected  with  this  matter  thot 
has  not  yet  been  properly  considered.  I  will  ob- 
serve, however,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  appears 
to  n\e  this  discussion  has  degeneroted,  and  that  it 
does  not  become  the  character  of  this  House,  par- 
ticularly at  this  juncture,  toinquire  whether  Wliiies 
or  Deniocrnts  are  to  be  profited  by  tliis  'bill.  Our 
land  laws  arc  not  of  recent  origin .  They  date  back 
some  thirty,  perhaps  forty  years,  or  more.  They 
have  worked  remarkably  well  during  all  that  time. 
If  there  is  any  one  system  of  laws  connected  with 
this  whole  country  that  has  been  popular  with  the 
mass  of  the  people,  it' is  our  land  laws.  WTiat 
has  made  them  so?  Because  they  were  nearly  as 
perfect  as  any  of  our  laws  could  be.  Now,  now 
stands  it,  so  far  as  this  matter  of  compensation  to 
registers  and  receivers  is  concerned  ?  For  perhops 
thirty  years  tliey  have  been  acting  under  the  sys- 
tem of  compensation  we  ask  now  that  they  shall  . 
be  allowed  to  act  under  in  reference  to  bounty  land  ^ 
warrants.  What  new  principle  has  intervened  to 
change  the  system  in  this  regard?  I  would  like 
gentlemen  toanswer  me  this  question.  Has  the 
time  come  to  diminish  the  rate  of  their  compensa- 
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tion,  especially  when  there  is  nothing  leil  but  the 
remnant  of  large  districts  of  fine  lana.  Take  my 
own  State,  if  you  please.  There  is  no  public 
lands  in  my  own  district.  There  is  not  an  acre 
left  there.  We  hare  no  land  officer.  1  have 
no  interest  in  this  question,  directly  or  indirectly, 
but  I  am  interested  in  the  institutions  of  this  coun- 
try. This  system  has  worked  well.  Nearly  all 
the  lands  have  been  taken  up  in  my  Slate.  The 
districts  are  comparatively  impoverished. 

These  land  officers  now  occupying^  these  offices 
are  parsimoniously  paid  under  the  new  system 
you  impose  upon  them.  Is  it  right?  Does  it 
become  the  American  people  at  this  juncture,  and 
for  what?  Why  is  the  compensation  of  these 
land  officers  thus  cut  down  ?  Why,  it  is  to  make  a 
bounty  for  these  men  who  have  periled  their  lives 
in  the  uloody  wars  for  the  defence  of  the  country — 
it  is  for  this  that  these  civilians — these  land  officers 
are  thus  bled — ^itis  to  pay  the  soldier  out  of  the  mo- 
ney that  is  extracted  from  these  land  officers.  Does 
that  becomes  the  chivalry  of  the  American  people? 
Are  we  thus  straightened  to  raise  the  bounty  our 
gratitude  would  pay  ?  i  think  not.  Return  to 
the  system  we  have  long  acted  upon,  and  a  blush 
of  shame  will  not  then  mande  your  cheek,  espe- 
cially in  a  case  of  this  kind.  If  we  have  been  pay- 
ing these  officers  too  much  in  times  gone  by,  when 
the  West  was  full  of  fat  lands^  and  everybody  was 
seeking  them  from  the  ends  of  the  earth — Ictus 
declare  in  the  abstract  that  we  have  been  doing  so, 
and  that  we  have  been  deceived  all  the  while, 
rather  than  go  to  work  now  upon  these  land  offi- 
cers who  are  holding,  upon  stinted  allowances,  the 
same  positions  their  predecessors  have  for  many 
long  years,  upon  liberal  pay,  and  that  too  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  bounty  for  the  soldiers  who 
nave  reflected  cr^it  and  ^lory  upon  the  character 
of  your  country.  Now  is  that  nght?  Is  it  prop- 
er? Is  this  House,  are  the  American  people  pre- 
pared for  such  a  step  ? 

Connected  with  this  matter,  there  is  another 
thing,  I  confess,  does  not  very  well  accord  wiUi 
my  sentiments  of  right  and  of  justice.  It  is  the 
attack  upon  the  office-holders.  Sir,  the  time  will 
not  come  soon  when  we  can  do  without  office- 
holders,.and  when  we  are  not  bound  to  them.  It 
is  best  to  be  upon  good  terms  with  them.  If  we 
could  place  ourselves  at  defiance  with  these  office- 
holders, and  all  others  in  Government  positions, 
there  might  be  some  propriety  in  it;  but  so  long 
as  we  have  a  Government  we  must  have  officers; 
and  they  should  not  be  assailed  as  our  enemies. 
We  have  had  some  experience,  as  I  said  before,  in 
times  gone  by;  and  who  has  complained  that  these 
officera  were  too  well  paid,  when  their  income 
was  much  more  tlian  now?  In  the  most  rampant 
time  of  Jacksonism,  or  the  Whiffgery  of  other 
da^s,  did  you  hear  a  word  of  complaint  that  those 
ofifcers  were  getting  too  much  ?  Why  is  it  the 
cry  is  raised  now  against  their  compensation? 
Let  them  answer  who  can.  And  let  them  say 
if  the  country  has  become  so  poor  that  this 
tax  must  be  levied  upon  land  officers  to  raise 
proper  bounty  for  the  soldier. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Dun- 
bam 's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  Mr.  Yatkb's 
amendment, it  was  taken, andthe amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Gat- 
lord's  amendment  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  of 
the  resolution  and  to  insert  the  2d  section  of  the 
bill  of  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  STUART  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BELL  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section,  to  come  in  it  at  the  end  of  the  2d 
section: 

1.  That  the  provUkmt  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  frant- 
ing  bfiuiity  Initd  to  certain  offlceni  and  soldiers  who  liave 
been  rujp>ged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States," 
panted  September  98, 1850,  be  and  are  hereby  intended  to 
and  for  the  service  of  any  commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private,  who  engaged  lo  »erve  for  a  definite  or  indefinite 
period  of  time,  and  actually  did  serve  some  time,  Uiuugh 
less  than  thirty  days  in  any  of  said  wars  enumerated  in  the 
firft  section  of  said  act,  so  as  to  allow  to  such  penon  or 
persons  entitled  then  to  forty  acres. 

a.  That  in  cases  wiiere  ttiere  is  no  widow  or  minor  child 
or  children,  entitied  under  the  provi«inns  of  said  act,  then 
the  heirs  at  hiw  and  next  of  kin  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  samt:  quantity  ofland  that  such  deceased  commissioned 
oncer,  muslciao,  or  private,  would  have  rseelVMl  had  bs 
bacn  UviQg  at  the  passage  of  aaid  act. 
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3.  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  commissioned  of 
ficer,  musician,  or  private,  who  shall  have  made  applica- 
tion lor  bounty  laud  under  tlie  provisions  of  said  act,  during 
the  pendency  of  fsucii  application,  any  warrant  itwued  in 
Uie  name  of  any  such  deceased  applicant,  such  warrant  so 
ittsued  chall  not  become  void,  but  shall  inure  to  and  lor  the 
bentilit  of  those  enUtled  therein,  the  suuie  a^  if  it  uch  officer 
or  soldier  had  been  deceased  at  the  parage  of  said  act. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  ^ish,  in  a  very  few  words,  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  amendment  I  propose,  for  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  they  understand  it,  they  will  give 
it  their  support.  The  Brst  amendment  I  pro- 
pose is,  that  where  applications  are  made  under 
the  law  of  1850,  for  those  who  were  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  the  Indian  war,  and  who  aerved  less 
than  thirty  days,  or  actually  engaged  to  serve 
and  were  honorably  discharged  according  to  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  they  should  be  entitled  to 
forty  acres  of  bounty  land.  Now,  such  is  the 
provision  granting  .bounty  land  .to  Mexican 
soldiers;  and  i  know  this  committee,  when  they 
correctly  understand  this  matter,  will  draw  no 
distinction. 

The  second  amendment  I  propose  is  this:  that 
when  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  of  1850, 
there  shall  be  no  minor  heir  or  widow  surviving  to 
draw  the  share  the  deceased  soldier  was  entitled 
to,  then  his  other  heirs  shall  draw  such  phure. 
The  provision  that  was  made  in  the  law  granting 
bourity  land»  to  Mexican  soldiers,  was  right  and 
applicable  at  that  time,  confining  the  bounty  to 
the  minor  heirs  and  widow,  for  tliese  soldiers 
were  then  fresh,  as  it  were,  from  the  battle-field. 
There  were  fathers,  mothers,  widows,*or  minor 
heirs  in  the  greater  part  of  these  cases;  but  who 
would  claim  that  this  should  have  any  application 
to  those  who  served  in  the  wars  of  Wayne,  St. 
Clair,  Harmer,  or  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain? The  policy  of  granting  bounty  lands  has 
been  already  adopted  and  sanctioned  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. Why  shall  we  not,  then,  equalize  the 
benefits  of  these  acts,  and  extend  the  same  pro- 
vision to  the  soldiers  of  1791,  under  St.  Clair;  of 
1793  and  1794,  under  Wayne,  to  the  soldiers  und^r 
Harmer,  and  those  in  the  war  of  1812? 

Let  me  tell  you  a  single  fact.  At  a  meeting  last 
fall,  when  the  citizens  of  western  Ohio  and  east- 
ern Indiana  gathered  up  and  reinterred  the  bones 
of  the  five  hundred  who  had  fallen  in  St.  Clair's 
defeat,  those  ^ho  had  been  engaged  in  that  battle 
were  invited  to  join  in  the  procession,  but  there 
was  not  one  there  ready  to  respond*  to  the  call. 
When  the  children  of  those,  hardy  veterans  were 
called  upon  to  fall  into  the  procession,  you  see 
but  the  number  of  forty  or  more.  Now,  I  ask 
vou  if  these  men  are  not  eoually  entitled  to  the 
benefits  which  you  give  to  those  who  served  in 
your  subse(|uent  wars?    I  claim  that  they  are. 

Who  will  pretend  to  deny  that  those  who 
marched  from  North  Carolina;  that  the  regiment 
of  bold  Kentuckians  who  crossed  the  Ohio,  and 
marched  out  through  the  wilderness  one  hundred 
miles  to  that  fatal  battle-field — are  not  equally  en- 
titled, I  will  not  say  to  the  benefit  of  this  Govern- 
ment, but  honest  payment  for  their  services  ?  If 
they  do  not  live  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  bounty, 
give  it  to  the  nearest  of  kin — to  the  persons  upon 
whom  the  soldier  would  confer  it,  if  he  were  liv- 
ing, and  which  the  law  would  give  them  in  relation 
to  aiiy  other  estate.  I  hold  that  it  is  a  payment  of 
service  for  which  this  Government  professes,  and 
intends  by  its  laws  to  provide  for.  The  third  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  cases,  in  relation  to  which  I 
have  obtained  information  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  It  is  a  provision  for  those  cases 
where  the  applicant  dies  during  the  pendency  of 
his  application. 

The  amendment  I  propose  provides  that  the 
benefits  of  the  bounty  land  act  shall  inure  to  the 
widow  or  children  of  the  ofiicer  or  soldier,  the  same 
as  if  he  had  been  deceased  at  the  passage' of  the 
act.  It  does  not  require  a  new  application.  The 
rules  of  the  Department  now  require  that  a  new 
petition  should  be  filed.  This  third  section  simply 
reinstates  the  provision  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Department  under  the  law,  giving  bounty  land  to 
the  Mexican  soldiers.  I  would  ask  for  a  division, 
so  that  we  may  vote  upon  this  matter  understand- 
ingly.  I  believe  it  is  understood  that  the  commit- 
tee will  adopt  these  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  a  count  being 
had,  there  were — ayes  49,  noes  35— no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 


dered; and  McAsrs.  MAiaw,  of  Kentncky,  and 
FcLLBR,  of  Maine,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  obvioui 
that  there  is  not  a  quorum  present,  and  I  therefore 
niove  that  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  was 
afireed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  r6se,  and  the  Speaker 
havine  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the'  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  eon- 
sideration,  and  particularly  the  special  order  of  the 
House,  being  joint  resoluuon  No.  1  of  the  House, 
explanatory  of  the  act  approved  September  Q8tb, 
1850,  entitled  **An  act  granting  bounty  landi  to 
certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  nave  been  eneagcd 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  'and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOWLER, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

By  Mr.  CLARK :  A  bill  K>  refvlate  the  tsnns  of  fee  dis- 
trict court  lor  tike  district  of  Iowa. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  following  memorials,  petitions,  lie.,  were  presemsd 
under  ilie  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  cooimitlnt: 

By  Mr.  DITRKEE:  The  petition  of  James  McPee  and 
S7  others,  of  Guilford,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  prayinf  that 
our  Government  may  use  its  best  endeavors  to  sf«ure  by 
treaties  with  other  nations,  a  code  of  inlematioDal  lam 
for  the  peaceful  adjudication  of  national  disputes. 

Mr.  CONGER  (Decemb<<r  17.  1B51)  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  present  and  late  land  officers  at  Genesee,  M'rU- 
gan,  praying  corop<msati09  JTor  localing  military  bousiy  tiad 
warrants. 

Mr.  C^ONGER  (January  16,  1859)  presented  die  petitioa 
of  citisens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praving  for  the  wo- 
stroction  of  a  ship  canal  at  Saull  Ste.  Marie,  in  said  Statt. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citisens  of  Saginaw  county,  in  tba 
State  of  Michigan,  praying  for  the  improvemeot  of  Saginaw 
harbor.  , 

Aim,  a  map  of  that  portion  of  the  Smie  of  Micbipo, 
called  New  Holland,  heretofore  presented;  February  Ttib, 
1850. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Detroit,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  sootbem 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  heretofore  presented.  Febmarr 
S5th,  1850. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Midiigaa,  ia 
relation  to  Sand  Beach,  on  the  coast  of  Lake  HuroB,berei»- 
fore  presented.    February  8th,  MSI. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Micbigu.is 
relation  to  the  extenaisn  of  the  Mobile  and  CbJcago  railroad 
lo  Lake  Superior. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Micbipa, 

E raying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improveaient  of  lbs 
arbor  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river.  In  said  State. 

Also,  the  proceedings  ofa  meeting  of  citizens  of  MaeflsiA 
county,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  of  like  iin|»ort  with  dM 
foregoing. 

AIM),  the  report  of  Colonel  Abert.  in  rehi^on  to  die  In* 
provement  of  the  hartiors  on  the  east  coast  of  Lake  Blidd- 
gan. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  and  all  the  olRcers  of  8L 
Clair  county,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  for  thsn- 
taMishment  Af  a  mail  route  from  Columtiia,  in  St  CIsir 
county,  via  Memphis,  East  Berlin,  Waet  Berhn,  to  AIbosi, 
in  Lapeer  county,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  CONGER  (February  9, 1853)  presented  the  petiixw 
of  Jacob  Shook  and  others,  ciUzens  of  Harrison,  in  Macranb 
county,  Michigan,  for  improvements  at  the  mootb  of  Clia- 
ton  river. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  M.  Fenton  and  others^  citi- 
zens of  Genesee  county,  Michigan,  praying  a  grant  of  iai>4 
to  said  State  for  the  use  of  the  railroad  company,  to  aid  ia 
constructing  a  railroad  fW>m  PcMitlac  to  Ottawa  cosuty,  or 
Grand  Haven,  on  Lake  Michigan.  , 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  orCulbeftsoa,Meaosk 
Co.,  and  17  other  firms^  including  the  names  of  the  praclirsi 
iron  manufocturers  of  the  counties  of  Lawrence,  Srioio, 
Jackson,  and  GalKa,  Ohio,  aod  Greenup  county,  in  Kes- 
tncky,  setting  forth,  that  the  manuftcture  of  iron  is  ds- 
pressed  to  a  degree  that  must  soon  result  in  a  total  sutpes- 
sion  of  the  business ;  and  praying  Congress  lo  grant  Miek 

Crotection  to  tlie  iron  manufacturers  as  was  conlsinplsted 
y  the  tariff  act  of  1846,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  dut 
the  duty  on  iron  may  be  made  specific;  as  under  the  ad 
valorem  system,  the  duty  is  merely  nominal  when  motf 
needed,  and  highest  when  probaMv  not  needed  at  all 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  W.  Davis  and  154  otberf, 
citizens  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  apfvo- 
priate  a  sufficient  sum  of  mnn«y  to  construct  another  eansi, 
on  either  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  at  the  Falte,  st  Lnaitviii«* 

By  Mr.  SMART :  The  petition  of  Stephen  Thonrtoo  and 
others,  of  Searsport.  Maine,  praying  chat  the  law  regalaiioc 
the  sptrirration  in  tne  Navy  may  be  repealed.      *  . 

By  Mr.  RIDDLE :  The  memorial  of  the  City  Conndl  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  praying  for  an  appfopnatiao  to 
build  a  custom- house  in  the  Delaware  district. 

By  Mr.  OLDS  :  The  petition  of  the  roessesgera  inw 
Poet  Office  Departmsnt,  asking  aa  incteaae  of  eoapessa- 
don.  ^.^„ 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memdria!  of  the  chy  of  WO- 
adelphia,  asking  Congress  to  repair  and  constntet  omon 
in  tiie  rtver  Delaware  for  the  proiectioB  of  vessek  la  IM 
winter.  . .         . 

Also,  two  memorials,  numerously  suned  ^^^."JJ 
Pennsylvania,  asking  a  modification  orthc  t*»'*^'*ii*5-L 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Catherine  Stmburg,  ofWiii*tf«- 
phia,  asking  for  tiie  restoration  of  taadstiMtj  iseyy*  "** 
Mug  to  her  OBdsr  ciiauMMaiioss  aiaisd  ia  dM  fauM* 
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IN  SENATE. 

THvmiDJLT,  February  13,  1853. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Butlbe. 

PBTITIONS. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  W.  Clarke  and  others,  stockholders  in  the 
Arkansas  and  Central  Railroad  Company,  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  land  to  aid  in  the  con«truction 
of  thai  road;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  Stephen 
PoUs  and  C.  L.  Madison,  assistant  marshals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Lan- 
dow,  praying  indemnity  for  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain;  whicn  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of 
George  W.  Dent,  in  behalf  of  occupants  of  land 
in  townships  43  and  44,  in  the  Siate  of  Missouri, 
praying  the  disposition  of  said  lands  in  conform- 
ity to  the  views  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr^  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Trean,  praying^  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to 
review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  settleme'ftt  of  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  a^nst  Mexico;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreigh  Relations. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  pray- 
ing the  publication  of  certain  statistics  relative  to 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  abstracted  trom  the  schedules 
of  the  Seventh  Census;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
WUliam  H.  Ellia  and  others,  assistant  marshals 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  for  taking  the  Seventh  Cen- 
sus, praying  additional  compensation;  which  was 
referred  to  Uie  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  ship-owners,  merchants, 
and  others,  of  Bowdoinham,  Maine,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  repeal  of  the  act  for' the  reduction 
of  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty  against 
ships  and  vessels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  B.  Clarke,  praying 
that  Congress  will  redeem  the  continental  money 
held  by  nim,  received  for  revolutionary  services; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Clainjs. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  widow  of  William  Reiley,  an  officer  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  pra)[in^  to  be  allowed  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  depreciauon  of  the  commutation 
certificates  substituted  for  half  pay  for  life;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  petition  of  ship- 
owners and  ship-masters  of  St.  George,  Maine, 
praying  that  a  light  may  be  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  Tenant's  Harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Asa  Whitney,  proposing 
to  construct  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  to  transmit  the  mails  thereon, 
upon  certain  conditions;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MALLORY  submitted  documents  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  Richard  Fiizpatrick  to  indem- 
nity for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  the 
occupation  of  his  land  by  the  United  States  troops 
••  a  military  post;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cflaims. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Davis  county,  Iowa,  praying  a  do- 
hatiom  of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Lafayette,  Indiana,  to  the  Missouri  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
fiaro  Dusenbury,  praying  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Dusenbury,  pray- 
inc  bounty  land;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  W.  W. 
Wood  worth,  administrator  of  William  Wood- 
>rorth,  deceased ,  praying  for  an  extension  of  patent 


for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

NEW  JERSEY  ON  THE  CaMFROMISE. 

Mr.  MILLER.  Mr.  President,  I  present  to  the 
Senate  certain  riesolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey  relative  to  what  are  generaOy  called 
the  compromise  measures. 

One  of  these  resolutions  instructs  the  Senators 
from  that  State  **to  resist  any  change,  alteration, 
or  repeal  **  of  those  measures. 

It  was  said  by  one  of  my  predecessors — the  la- 
mented Southanl — on  presenting  to  this  body  in- 
structions with  which  ne  had  been  honored,  that, 
if  the  New  Jersey  Senators  were  not  the  most 
learned  members  of  the  Senate,  they  certainly 
were  the  best  instructed  Senators  north  of  Mnson 
and  Dixon's  line.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  intend,  on 
this  occasion,  to  repeat  my  dissent  to  the  doctrine 
of  legislative  instruction,  or  to  argue  that  point 
with  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  members  of  that  honorable  body, 
while  claiming  the  right,  as  the  representatives  of 
a  free  people,  to  express  their  conscientious  opin- 
ion upon  national  alfairs,  will  also  grant  to  me  the 
same  privilege,  in  the  discharge  of  mv  hi^h  duties 
as  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
and  if  I  should  on  this  or  anv  other  occasion  dis- 
obey their  instructions,  it  will  not  be  on  account 
of  any  disrespect  for  their  opinion,  but  because  I 
cannot  permit  the  opinions  of  others,  however 
high  may  be  the  source  from  whence  they  come, 
to  take  the  place  of  my  own  sense  of  duty  and  of 
my  solemn  convictions  of  right, 

In  presenting  tliese  resolutions,  I  will  do  what  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  doing — never  before  I  be- 
lieve—throw myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  while  I  state  my  own  position  upon  the 
measures  referred  to. 

It  is  known  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  that 
I  did  not  approve  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Thirteen — called  the  omnibus  bill.  I 
opposed  that  bill  not  because  I  objected  to  a  fair 
and  honorable  settlement  of  the  agitating  questions 
embraced  within  it- — for  I  yield  to  no  man  in  an 
earnest  desire  to  relieve  Congress  and  the  country 
from  all  agitation  growing  out  of  the  question  of 
slavery  in  all  its  forms.  1  have  never  willingly 
engaged  in  any  agitating  debate  upon  that  subject; 
and,  when  railed  upon  to  express  my  opinions,  I 
have  endeavored  to  treat  the  subject  as  a  national, 
and  not  as  a  local  question. 

My  objection  to  that  bill  was  principally  con- 
fined to  tne  mode  and  kind  of  settlement  it  pro- 
posed. 1  preferred  another  plan  of  adjustment.  I 
refer  to  that  proposed  by  the  late  President,  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  m  his  message  to  Congress  upon  that 
subject.  I  then  thought,  and  sul^equent  events 
have  strengthened  my  opinion,  that  if  Congress 
had  received  General  Taylor's  plan  of  adjustment 
of  these  questions,  and  carried  it  out  in  the  same 
liberal  and  national  spirit  with  which  it  was  pro- 
posed, that  plan  would  have  been  more  satisfactory 
to  the  whole  country  than  the  one  which  was 
finally  adopted.  But  let  that  pass.  I  do  not  desire 
now  to  indulge  in  offensive  comparisons. 

The  ?rand  mistake  of  the  omnibus  bill,  and  that 
which  finally  defeated  it,  consisted  in  the  combina- 
tion of  all  the  measures  in  one  bill.^  It  was  this 
obnoxious  feature  that  drove  from''  its  support 
many  of  the  best  friends  of  adjustment  and  conn- 
promise.  It  was  evident,  from  the  day  that  bill 
was  reported  until  its  final  rejection  by  the  Senate, 
that  the  measures  combined  could  not  pass;  but  it 
was  at  the  same  time  equally  obvious,  that  there 
was  no  day,  during  all  that  tim^,  when  either  of 
these  measures,  presented  separately,  would  not 
have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  this  body. 

We  all  know  the  history  of  the  omnibus.  AAer 
six  months  of  labor  and  toil,  it  finally  fell,  crushed 
beneath  its  owp  weight.  Then  it  was  that  the 
real  work  of  compromise  commenced.  I  admit 
that  the  materials  were  gathered  from  the  ruins  of 
the  omnibus,  but  their  availability  consisted  in  be- 
ing used  upon  a  new  plan  of  construction.  Each 
measure  was  taken  up  separately,  according  to  the 
plan  of  settlement  proposed  in  the  original  resolu- 
tions submitted  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  Although  this  plan  also  proposed  a 
general  system  of  measures,  yet  each  measure  was 
permitted  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits — thereby 
leaving  every  member  free  to  vote  upon  each,  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment. 

The  propriety  of  this  coarse  was  clearly  shown 
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upon  the  final  passage  of  the  separate  measures; 
for  it  will  appear  by  the  Journals  that  several  of 
the  most  ardent  friends  of  the  omnibus  bill  voted 
against,  or  neglected  to  vote  for,  several  of  the 
measures  which  they  had  supported  when  com- 
bined in  that  bill,  while  many  of  its  most  violent 
opponents  voted  for  them  in  their  separate  form. 

it  was  this  independent  course  of  action — a 
course  which  I  was  in  favor  of  from  the  begin- 
ning—nvhich  finally  passed  these  several  measures, 
and  secured  to  the  country  whatever  there  is  of 
good  or  of  evil  in  the  compromise. 

More  than  this:  it  was  tnis  separate  considera- 
tion of  each  measure  that  has  secured  to  these 
laws  a  moral  and  a  political  force  and  influence 
which  they  would  have  been  deprived  of  if  they 
had  been  passed  in  combination.  It  is  this  fea- 
ture, more  than  any  other,  which  has  lulled  ex- 
citement and  caused  these  laws  to  be  respected  and 
acquiesced  in  by  all  parties.  No  man  can  now 
say,  with  any  show  of  truth,  that  these  laws  were 
the  result  of  combination.  Neither  can  any  man, 
or  set  of  men,  assume  to  themselves  the  peculiar 
honor  and  glory  of  saving  the  Union  by  the  passage 
qf  these  laws;  for  they  were  respectively  passed  by 
the  votes  of  men  of  all  parties,  and  in  opposition 
to  votes  from  all  classes  of  politicians,  l^is  con- 
stitutes the  true  strength  of  the  compromise,  and 
secures  it  from  repeal.  All  these  laws  but  two 
have  been  executed ,  and  are  now  beyond  the  power 
of  repeal.  The  law  abolishing  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  and  the  fugitive  slave  law  are  all  that 
can  possibly  be  made  Uie  subject  of  further  agita- 
tion. The  former  no  one  thinks  of  disturbing. 
The  latter,  although  threatened  with  opposition  m 
a  few  localities,  has  the  acquiescence,  ii  not  the  ap- 
probation, of  the  country,  tf  owhere  is  the  ques- 
tion agitated  with  any  seriousness  except  in  legis- 
lative hails— exhibiting  the  strange  anomaly  of  a 
people  upon  whom  the  Jaw  operates  acquiescing  in 
and  sustaining  its  enactments,  while  thelate-maihn 
are,  by  these  ex  post  facto  agitations,  disturbing 
the  sanctities  of  a  law  which  they  themselves  cre- 
ated. 

I  here  desire  to  state  my  own  course  with  re- 
gard to  the  fugitive  slave  law. 

Before  the  Committee  of  Thirteen  was  raised, 
and  while  the  resolutions  of  tlie  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky were  under  discussion,  I  expressed,  in  a 
speech  made  here,  my  opinions  and  views  upon 
that  measure.  I  then,  in  sttbstance,  said  tnat, 
owing  to  a  construction  which  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  had,  in  a  late  decision,  put 
upon  the  law  of  Congress  relative  to  the  sur- 
render of  fugitive  slaves,  and  also  upon  the  State 
laws  upon  the  same  subject,  it  become  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  pass  some  new  law,  in  order  to  axnf 
out  more  efifectually  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and  I  then  declared  my  purpose  to  vote 
for  any  proper  law  that  would  efiect  that  object. 
I  also  on  tiiat  occasion  attempted,  in  my  feeble 
way,  to  defend  New  Jersey  agmnst  what  I  con- 
sidered an  imputation  upon  her  honor,  that  she 
would  not  faithfully  carry  out  the  requirements  of 
the  Constitution.  No  one,  therefore,  has  the  right 
to  charge  me  with  any  factious  opposition  to  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  or  to  suspect  me  of  a  disposition 
to  agitate  that  subject. 

When  the  Senate  finally  acted  upon  that  meas- 
ure, I  was  confined  at  my  house  in  New  Jersey  by 
sickness.  Had  I  been  present  on  that  occasion,  I 
should  haive  preferred  the  bill  presented  by  the  late 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster!  to  the 
one  which  passed  the  Senate.  I  think  that  bill 
would  have  been  more  acceptable  to  the  North, 
and  would  have  secured  the  rights  of  the  South 
as  eflf*ectually  as  the  present  law. 

But,  whatever  opposition  I  mav  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  make  to  any  or  either  of  tne  measures  em- 
braced in  the  compromise  while  under  discussion, 
yet,  as  soon  as  they  were  enacted  into  laws,  it  be- 
came my  duty,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  cit- 
izen, to  sustain  them  with  as  much  fidelity  as  if  I 
had  voted  for  each  and  all  of  them.  In  saying 
this,  I  but  express  the  common  sentiment  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey,  who  have  always  shown 
their  devotion  to  our  republican  institutions  by  a 
cheerful  submission  to  the  voice  of  the  majority, 
when  that  voice  is  expressed  in  constitutional  law, 

I  am  now  opposed  to  all  further  agitation  upon 
this  subject.  The  quiet  of  the  country,  and  even 
the  sanctity  of  Congress,  demand  that  we  should 
cense  our  disputations.  Sir,  my  abhorrence  to 
agitation  upon  this  subject  is  such  that  it  may  even 
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carry  me  beyond  my  instructions;  for  I  go  against 
agitation  on  either  side  of  this  question — Rgiiation 
aa  well  by  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  com- 
promise as  by  those  who  were  against  it — agita- 
tion from  the  North  .as  well  as  from  the  South — 
agitation  in  State  Legislatures  and  in  the  halls  of 
r\)ngress.  Of  all  miserable  agitation  is  agitation 
after  the  fact.  It  is  tlie  cry  of  alarm,  after  the 
danger  is  passed,  for  the  mere  love  of  tha  excite- 
ment. To  revive  a  spent  whirl  wind  that  it  may 
blow  down  a  few  more  trees — lo  rouse  the  a\eep- 
ing  lion  merely  to  hear  him  roar  again — mny  suit 
the  taste  of  some,  but  they  who  indulge  in  this 
kind  of  excitement  majr  find  that  there  is  more 
danger  than  amusemenc  in  the  play. 

My  desire  to  secure  repose  and  quiet  to  the 
country  upon  this  subject  will  also  compel  me  to 
vote  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution,  offered  by 
ilie  late  Senator  from  Mississippi  reaffirming  the 
compromise.  I  consider  that  resolution,  although 
not  so  intended  by  the  mover,  an  indirect  impeacli- 
ment  of  the  law,  throwing  doubt  upon  its  suprem- 
acy, and  opening  the  door  for  renewed  agitation 
upon  a  subject  which  the  countiy  desires  should 
remain  at  rest. 

One  of  these  resolutions  declares — 

^<  Tlial  New  Jersey,  one  of  ihc  original  tliirtcen  Utate»:« 
ha*  alwayc)  adhered  to  tlie  Constitution,  anil  i»  inalienably 
nttached  to  the  Union,  and  that  slie  nill  rej«int,  to  the  exiPnt 
of  tier  ability,  any  infraction  of  that  sacred  instrument. " 

Mr.  President,  it  was  scarcely  necessary  for  the 
Legislature  to  declare  at  Trenton,  or  for  rne  lo  re- 
peat the  declaration  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  people  of  New  Jersey  had  always 
♦*  adhered  to  the  Constitution,  and  were  inaliena- 
bly attached  to  the  Union."  I  did  suppose  that 
tliat  was  a  fixed  facf?  and  need  not  to  be  re-resolved 
upon. 

Devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union — 
one  and  the  same — is  a  universal  feeling  in  New 
Jersey — a  domestic  passion — as  pure  as  the  genial 
air  of  her  green  hills,  and  as  notorious  as  her  revo- 
lutionary battle-fields.  It  is  written  in  her  history 
from  the  earliest  annals  to  the  present  hour,  and 
it  is  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
which  formed  the  Constitution,  where  it  appears 
that  New  Jersey  had  the  honor  to  make  the  first 
suggestion  to  her  sister  States  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  our  glorious  Union. 

Our  devotion  to  the  Union  will  acqiiire  no  addi- 
tional ardor  or  strensth  by  being  imoodied  in  the 
cold  forms  of  legislative  resolutions,  for  it  has  an 
abiding  home  in  the  warm  heart  of  every  true 
Jersey  man. 

But,  sir,  our  loyaltj^  to  the  Constitution  is  not 
.derived  from,  nor  sustained  by,  the  principle  stated 
in  the  preamble  to  these  resolutions.  It  is  there 
asserted  that  the  Constitution  is  a  compact  between 
the  several  States,  and  that  it  was  established  by 
the  States  in  their  sovereign  capacities.  I  will 
read  that  part  of  the  preamble  i 

**  Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  StAtep  isacom- 
pact  between  the  several  Statcfl,  and  forms  the  banis  of  our 
Federal  Union : 

"  And  whereas  the  naid  Suttet*,  through  their  repre^ent- 
atlve<»  in  Hovereiga  canacitio^  a;*  States,  by  adopting  said 
Constitution,  conceded  only  such  powi'tf*  to  ilie  General 
Government  a*  were  necessary  to  'fbrm  a  more  perfect 

•  union,  establish  JnxUce,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 

*  vide  tor  the  common  defence,  promote  the  g«neral  wel- 

*  fare,  and  secure  the  blc^i^ng^  of  llltcrty  to  thcm<iclve8  oud 

•  posterity.' " 

These  are  not  Jersey  words  nor  Jtrseysentimenis. 
They  are  taken  from  the  vocabulmy  of  another 
State,  and  are  the  teachings  of  a  ]>oliiical  school 
in  which  the  people  of  New  Jersey  (if  their  Sen- 
ators arej  have  never  been  instructed.  Our  devo- 
tion to  tae  Constitution  rests  upon  a  foundation 
deeper  and  broader  than  that  formed  by  a  mere 
compact  betM'een  the  States.  Our  allegiance  is  to 
a  national  Union  ordained  and  establisned  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  This  is  the  Union 
which  the  people  of  New  Jersey  helped  to  form. 
This  is  the  Government  which  they  are  ever  ready 
to  sustain  with  free  and  loyal  hearts. 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  will  therefore 
pardon  me  if,  on  this  occasion,  1  shall  take  for  my 
rule  of  conduct  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  in  preference  to  that  prefixed 
to  these  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  have  also  had  the  honor 
10  receive  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate 
and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, which  have  just  been  presented  by  my  honor- 
able friend  and  colleague.    Those  resolutions,  sir. 


are  patriotic  and  explicit,  and  need  nocommeiida- 
tion  or  explanation  or  defence  from  me.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  that  I  should  follow  the  example  of  my 
colleague,  and  restate  my  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
important  mattersof  which  they  treat, further  than 
to  say,  that  1  entirely  concur  in  the  sentiments 
which  they  expreas.  I  have  heretofore  written 
and  spoken  as  much  on  tliis  subject  as  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  write  or  speak  on  any  subject;  and  if 
Senators  and  the  country  are  not  sufficiently  well 
informed  in  regard  to  my  opinions,  it  certainly  is 
no  fault  of  mme.  It  would,  likewise,  be  qiiite 
superfluous  for  me  to  enter  upon  any  vindication 
of  the  course  which  New  Jersey  has  taken  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject-matter  of  these  resolutions* 
If,  unfortunately,  she  may,  by  that  course,  have 
alienated  from  ner  the  anectionate  regard  of  any 
of  her  sister  States  of  the  North,  I  can  only  for 
her,  regret  such  a  result,  and  say,  that  what  she 
has  done  was  intended  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Union — the  whole  Union,  and  nothing  but  the 
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Union.     It  was  not  that  **  she  loved  Caisar  less, 
but  that  she  loved  Rome  more."    If  the  men  of 
the  South  are  not  satisfied  with  her  rourse,  all 
that  I  will  say  to  them  is,  that  they  are  hard  to 
please. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  subject  of  regiet  as  well 
as  surprise  to  me,  that  the  differences  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution 
.should  continue  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  a  por 
tion  of  our  fellow-citizens,  such  strong  feelings  of 
bitterness  and  resentment.  Differences  of  opinion 
acrimonious  and  exciting,  in  relation  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Constitution,  are  no  novelties. 
Bitter  controversies  growing  out  of  such  diversi- 
ties of  opinion,  disturbed  the  coimU-y  long  since 
quite  as  generally  as  that  which  is  referred  to  by 
these  resoluiious.  Happily  they  were  not  of 
fong  duration.  They  subsided  when  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  States  became  known.  Why, 
sir,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
great  diver^^ities  of  opinion  existed  amonjj  the 
founders  of  the  Republic.  Formidable  parties  in 
MaH8achusetts,  in  New  York,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  Virginia,  vehemently  opposed  its  adoption, 
and  in  many  of  the  smaller  Stiites  there  were  great 
objections  Lo  some  of  its  provisions.  It  is  known 
that  it  was  not  the  plan  j>referred  by  New  Jersey, 
and  differed  in  many  respects  from  the  one  pre- 
sented by  that  inire  patriot  and  eminent  statesman 
and  jurist,  Juuffe  Patterson,  from  New  Jersey. 
But  that  was  the  age  of  self-sacrificing  virtue. 
Our  fathers  sacrificed  their  feelings, their  personal 
interests  and  ambition,  to  the  public  safety.  They 
magnanimously  acquiesced  in  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  States,  and  exerted  tlieir  best  facul- 
ties to  perfect  the  Constitution,  and  to  hand  it 
down  to  posterity  as  a  bond  of  Union.  Following 
the  example  of  the  wise  and  patriotic  founders  of 
the  Constitution  and  their  cotemporaries,  I  ciin  per- 
ceive no  reason  why  we  should  refrain  from  uni- 
ting as  they  united,  in  a  spirit  of  generous  concili- 
ation, to  preserve  tiie  Constitution  hereafter  from 
infraction,  and  to  restore  that  harmony  and  those 
fraternal  feelings  which  should  exist  bet  ween  the 
different  parties  to  this  compact,  and  which  are  so 
essential  to  its  beneficial  existence,  as  well  as  to 
the  happiness  of  mankind. 

Mr.  President,  the  pa.ssage  of  these  resolutions 
has  given  me  no  ordinary  satrsfaction.  They  were 
unanimously  ado[)ted  in  each  House  of  the  New 
Jersey  Legislature.  They  imbody  the  undivided 
sentiment  of  that  State.  There,  at  least,  no  dis- 
senting voice  is  now  audible  in  opposition  to  the 
compromise  measures.  This  unanimous  declara- 
tion of  tlie  opiiuons  of  New  .Tersey,  is  entitled  to 
^reat  respect  from  theStatesof  this  Confederacy.  It 
18  a  voice  from  the  Flanders  of  revolutionary  Amer- 
ica. New  Jersey  is  that  State  which,  more  than 
any  other,  was  the  battle-field  of  the  Revolution. 
And  is  it  too  nuich  to  expect.  Chat  her  example 
should  exercise  a  salutary  influence  upon  Con- 
gress, and  the  whole  country  for  all  time?  Cer- 
tainly not,  if  unsparing  sacrifices  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  freedom,  and  unfaltering  fidelity  in 
maintaining  it,  deserve  commendation  and  respect. 

Sir,  New  Jersey  has  produced  her  heroes  and 
her  statesmen,  but  not  her  historian.  When  her 
history  is  written,  f^i/ will  be  her  eulogy.  There 
is  no  stain  on  her  escutcheon.  Her  sons  can  trace 
back  their  ancestry  throu£:h  many  generations 
without  finding  their  blood  curdling  in  the  veins 
of  a  slave.  Her  territory  was  settled  by  freemen, 
by  men  whose  pride  it  was,  not  only  to  be  free, 


but  just.  True  to  themselTM,  and  true  to  virtue 
and  patriotism,  no  foot  of  faa*  aoi!  was  wrenched 
by  fraud  or  force  from  the  origiaal  savm  pi^ 
prietors.  The  last  shadow  of  an  Indian  oaira,  a 
claim  to  some  re8er\'ed  hunting  and  fishing 
grounds,  was  roluntarily  eictinguiahed  by  pur- 
chase many  yecirs  ago.  She  baft  as  much  prim  in 
looking  bock  to  her  colonial  ita  to  liernatiomd  hb- 
tory .  I  n  the  long  struggle  with  insolent  govemort 
ana  royal  prerogative,  her  people  were  never  driven 
back  one  nair  line  from  the  aesertinn  and  main- 
tenance of  all  the  rights  conferred  upon  them  by 
their  original  grant;  and  when  the  final  struaf^fbr 
indepenaence  came,  she  wae  then  among  the  firct 
to  enter  the  bloody  arena.  She  threw  overboard 
the  Royal  GoTemment,nnd  eatablished  a  free  con- 
stitution before  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  in  advance  of  her  sister  States,  with  the  ex- 
ception, I  believe,  of  New  Hampahtre  and  Soaili 
ij  Carolina.  Of  the  part  which  she  took  in  Uui 
memorable  struggle,  she  has  memorials  which 
will  never  perish.  Bunker  Hill  and  Lexingtoo 
and  Brandywine  and  Charletiton  were  gloriogi, 
but  not  altoeether  successful  fields.  They  wetr 
the  laurels  of  Thermopylae.  But  the  Marathons 
of  the  Revolution  are  in  New  Jersey.  Trentoo, 
Princeton,  and  Monmouth — commemorate  victo- 
ries. Prom  their  bloody  fields  freedom  sprun? 
disenthralled  and  invigorated.  None  of  the  "  Old 
Thirteen**  made  more  costly  pledges  to  tiy  cause 
of  Liberty  and  the  Union .  On  her  territory  erery- 
where  may  be  seen  the  marks  of  hostile  anniti. 
None  of  her  old  household  homesteads,  b\u.  are 
rich  with  the  legendary  tales  of  plunder  and  cruelty 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Few  of  m 
old  familiee,  but  gave  of  their  best  blood  to  the 
cause;  and  when  the  struggle  was  ended,  she  re- 
posed on  the  sacrifices  she  nad  made,  and  left  ti> 
others  the  task  of  boasting  of  their  achievements. 
She  had  performed  her  duty  and  was  satisfied. 

Nor  has  New  Jersey  been  less  true  to  the  Unior. 
in  peace  than  in  war.     Among  the  first  in  her  ex- 
ertions to  achieve  our  hl^erlies,  she  yields  to  nnnt 
the  palm   of  superior  exertions  in  maintainiftc 
them.    When  the  imperfections  of  the  Article*  oi 
tlie  old  Confederation  became  manifest,  she  was  dw 
first  to  clothe  her  Commi.saioners  to  the  Conven- 
tion at  Annapolis,  in  1786,  with  full  powers  to  re- 
model the  whole  form  of  Government.  She  united 
with  New  York,  Pennsylvania,   Delaware,  .ind 
Virginia,  in  giving  the  first  imf>ulse  to  the  movt- 
ment  which  produced  the  Constitution.    She  was 
only  second  to  Virginia  in  sending  delegates  u< 
the  Constitutional  Convention;  and  when  the  0>u- 
stitution  was  formed,  she  took  th e lead,  with  Pens- 
svtvania  and  Delaware,  in  its  ratification.  She  v«-« 
tne  first,  as  I  stated  the  other  day,  to  approve  the 
important  amendments  to  the  Constitution  which 
secured  freedom  of  religion  and  of  speech,  and  the 
right  of  petition,  which  have  been  the  safi^fuanb 
of  the  States  against  the  encroachments  of  the 
General  Government.   She  furni.%hed  her  full  pro- 
portion of  those  ereat  men  whose  eloquence  and 
wisdom   have  guided  your  public  coancjls,  and 
whose  heroism  has  adorned  your  military  amwih. 
The  first  bright  names  given  to  glory  in  the  war 
of  1812,  were  those  of  Pike  and  Lawrence,  tnie 
representatives  of  the  Jersey  Blues.     The  fir* 
died  in  the  arms  of  victory  at  Liule  York— th« 
other  with  the  memorable  words  **  Don *i  give  uti 
tlie  ship,**on  hie  lips.    There  she  is.    Though 
small,  comparatively,  in  territory,  she  yieWa  tti 
none  in  hoiTor,  virtue,  and  patriotism.    She  has 
never  been  at  your  doors  beting  importunately 
for  her  share  of  the '4oaves  and  fishes."    Ifw 
the  lifetime  of  this  Government,  now  embracing 
a  period  of  three  generations  of  men,  «he  hw 
ever  had  more  than  two  Secretaries  of  a  Depart- 
ment, and  one  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  have 
forgotten  it.    She  has  never  had  even  one  foreign 
Minister.    With  a  long  extent  of  sea-coast,  and 
with  an  imperfect  tide-water  navigation  niiiriin?"»' 
to  the  heart  of  the  State,  she  has  never  received  any 
assistance  from  the  General  Government  *'?^* 
a  name,  in  aid  of  her  harbors  and  rivers.    Witn 
her  mountains  full  of  iron,  zinc,  and  other  min- 
erals— witli  her  territory  dotted  all  over  with  man- 
1 1  ufacturing  establishments,  slie  has  borne ^J"*  * 
'  murmur  her  share  of  tlie  injuries  sustained  frwrn 
an  ever-changing  revenue  system.  It  way  1»«  truiy 
said  of  her,  that  whilst  she  has  borne  her  m" 
proportion  of  the  burdens  of  the  Goreriunent.  e« 
Its  direct  benefiu  she  has  asked  little  and  re^vefl 
less.    SuU,  there  she  stands,  this  day  as  of  oia, 
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btart  aiitl  iiand,  with  her  treasure  and  her  re- 
•ources,  and  her  blood,  (iledged  to  a  Rtrict  con- 
ficrudion  of  the  Constitution  and  to  the  Union  of 
the  States. 

In  the  name  of  a  patriotic,  generous,  ond  heroic 
mnstitucncy — aye,  sir,  if  my  colleague  will  permit 
me  to  say  Ro — h\  the  name  of  every  man,  woman, 
and  thinking  child  in  the  State  of'^New  Jersey,  I 
place  mv  hand  on  that  sacred  instrument,  and 
declare  for  me  and  mine,  that  no  letter  of  it  shall 
be  infracted  if  we  can  help  it — neither  by  Northern 
or  Southern  unwise  counsels.  If  wrongs  exist, 
they  must  be  redressed  by  law,  and  according  to 
the  Constitution.  Btit  this  Union  of  the  States —  , 
the  world's  wonder — is  the  common  heritage,  as 
it  is  the  common  glory,  of  all  tlie  people  of  3l  the 
States.  We  must  not  permit  one  link  of  that  ' 
^den  chain  to  be  hrokcn,  and  the  hopes  and 
happiness  of  mankind,  for  all  coming  time,  to  be 
Ui^rnted  in  the  bud,  by  wil^  fanaticism  or  hasty 
passion . 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 

Ordered,  T\\M  ihfi  petition  of  the  heirn  and  logal  reprn- 

M^cui  v(*«  rvf  tii«  Iste  Joseph  Pearson ,  on  the  files  of  the  rten- 

ate,  be  referred  to  ih«  C'omBiltloe  of  ClaiuM. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordrted,  Thai  th«  peiittonofCharleti  A.  Grignnn,  on  the 
Al^?<  of  the  Seuale,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AiXairt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  I'hat  Uie  documonu  ^n  the  file*  of  the  Senate, 
rHailnK  to  the  claim  of  Emiiie  Hooe  to  a  penidoQ,  be  re- 
ierred  to  the  CominiUee  on  Pensions. 

REPORT  PROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
payment  of  otitstanding  loan  office  and  final  set- 
ilemeijt  certificates  issued  for/noney  loaned,  or  for 
services  or  for  supplies,  during  the  revoluttonaiy 
war,  reported  it  buck  without  amendment. 

BILLS    INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WALKER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice» 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  ibr  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Cap- 
tain Presley  Thornton,  deceased;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  lime  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  FELCH,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  reserved  lands  and  for  other 
purposes;  whicli  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
oy  Its  title  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  aprecabljr  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  res- 
olution concerning  the  publimtion  of  a  compen- 
dium of  the  several  censuses  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

COMPENSATION  OF  DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reaola- 
tion  fnibmitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cass,  to  instruct 
the  Committee,  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
district  iudge  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Michi^n;  which  having  been  amended  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Daw&on,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

fU»ol»ed,  That  the  Committee  nn  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
■tra«t*(l  to  inquire  Into  the  expi'diencjr  of  increa«inf  tlie 
mhiry  of  tlie  district  Judf«  of  the  IJnited  Htat<>«  for  thodi«- 
trirt  x»f  Mictaifiin  ;  and  the  wilruy  of  the  Judcc  of  the  norf  It- 
em district  of  New  V^rk  ;  aod  of  the  diKtrirt  jiidfo  of  the 
Hiaie  of  £;«orgia. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSCD. 

The  followin*^  bills  were  severally  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

An  act  to  change  the  times  for  holding  tlie 
^'nited  States  district  courts  in  Alabama,  and  for 
•"'Uier  purposes;  and 

An  act  authorizing  a  new  register  to  the  Ameri- 
*^-buiU  ship  Obed  Mitchell. 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC. 

Theencrowied  bill  to  amend  an  art  entitled  **  An 
^i  to  authorize  notaries  public  to  take  and  certify 
^hs, affirmations,  and  acknowledgments,  in  cei- 
'^^  cases,"  was  read  a  tiiird  time. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  was 
Ord9T9dy  That  Uio  further  coasideratioa  thereoT  We  poat- 
^"^ed  aAtilto-cDOiTOW. 


ENTERTAt-N'MENT  OF  LOUIS  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Suiblds, 
durini^  his  absence,  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

IU$clv9df  That  the  exp6Dse«  incarred  in  the  reeeptlon  aod 
entertainment  of  Louis  KoMuth  and  suite,  during  their  late 
viHit  to  the  capital,  bv  inntatlon  of  CoiisresD.  be  paid  (lut 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  denate,  when  approved  by  the 
committee  uf  recepUon,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  ^%0(K). 

,  &XILED  IRISH  PATRIOTS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution expressive  of  the  sympathy  of  Congress 
for  the  exiled  Irish  patriots,  Smith  O'Brien,  Thos. 
F.  Meagiier,  and  their  associates. 
•   On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was  | 

Ordered,  That  the  Airthcr  coiisidemtion  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-niorron-. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clarjck's  resolutions  oii  the  subject  of  non-inter- 
;  vention. 

>      Mr.  CLEMENS  spoke  at  length  on  tlie  sub- 
jects embraced  in  the  resolutions.      His  speeclt 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
I       Mr.  MILLER.    As  I  have  somethin*^  to  say 
I   in  regard  to  these  resolutions,  and  as  the  subject 
of  them  is  "intervention  or  non-intervention," 
'  and  as  I  do  not  wish  to  intervene  between  this 
and  other  important  business  under  consideration 
'.'■  by  the  Senate, unless  some  other  Senator  is  ready 
I  to  speak  on  this  subject,  I  will  move  that  the 
I  further  consideration  of  them  be  postponed  until 
some  day  next  week — say  Tuesday  next. 
I      Mr.  ATCHISON.    If  it  w  in  order  to  amegd 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  I 
will  move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
;   these  resolution^  until  the  first  Monday  in  April. 
'   I  do  this  that  the  Senate  may  act  upon  meos- 
]  urea  which  are  now  before  it,  of  great  importaiwe 

I  to  the  people — practical  measures,  in   some  of 
jj  which  tlie  Southwestern  and  Western  people  feel 

II  a  deeper  interest  than  in  any  other  question;  es- 
pecially questions  of  the  kind  that  are  now  being 

I  discussed.     I  refer  to  our  hmd  bills. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  think  tlie  period  proposed 
]  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  is  too  Jong:.  I 
,  should  prefer  to  have  the  subject  postponed  for  a 

fortnight. 
f  Mr.  SEWARD.  The  motion  to  nostpone  till 
j  the  first  Monday  in  April,  I  should  regard  as 
I  equivalent  to  an  indefinite  postponement.  And 
regarding  the  matter  in  that  lignt,  1  ask  for  the 
I  yeas  antfnays. 

I      The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  taken, 
'  and  resulted — yeas  15,  nays  24;  as  follows; 

YEAS — MessrH.  Atchison,  Butler.  Downs,  Fi(»h,  Foot, 
j  Hanilin,  Hunter,  Jone»  of  Iowa,  King,  Morton,  Xorris, 
I  RuKk,  rehastian,  Spruance,  and  Underwood— 16. 
j  NAYS— Me.^»r».  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  Caw,  Chaae, 
Clarke,  Cleinona,  Davi^,  Oawaon,  Dodge  of  VViscongin, 
Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douslan,  Falcli,  Geyer,  Houston,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  MilU-r,  t^eward,  SUieldn,  dmiUi,*  Soul6, 
Sumner,  Upbam,  and  Wade— i  J. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  till  the  first  Monday 
in  April  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
not  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  these 
resolutions  to  a  very  distant  day;  and  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  fix  an  earlier  day  than  tlte 
one  he  has  named,  and  dispose  of  them  entirely. 
I  think  this  practice  of  taking  up  a  subject  and 
i  debating  it  for  a  while  and  then  postponing  it, 
I  leads  to  great  delay,  and  I  hope  it  will  suit  his 
I  convenience  to  take  up  this  matter  on  an  earlier 
I  day  than  iliai  he  has  named,  and  continue  it  till  it 
i|  it  disposed  of. 

il      Mr.  MILLER.    If  I  con-sulted  my  own  wishes 

!'  I  would  prefer  to  say  Tuesday  next.    On  the  sug- 

I  gestion  of  the  Senator  fron\  Virginia,  I  M'ill  say 

I  Tuesday  next,  if  that  be  agreeable  to  him. 

j      Mr.  BADGER.     I  hope  my  friend  from  New 

I  Jersey  will  vary  that  motion,  though  I  entirely 

!  agree  witli  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 

I  Senator  from  Virginia,  But  here  is  my  friend  from 

i  Iowa  [Mr.  Jones)  with  his  bill,  to  which  an  un- 

ll  expected  and,  to  him,  distasteful  amendment  has 

Ti  been  proposed,  a  practical  ml'asure  in  which  the 

jj  State  of  Iowa  is  deeply  interested,  and  I  really 

I'  think  we  owe  it  to  him  to  dispose  of  that  measure 

!  I  within  some  reasonable  time.    1  move  to  postpone 

I,  the  furtlier  consideration  of  these  resolutions  till 

:   this  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  HUNTER.     I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
dispose  of  the  bill   in   whidi  the  Senator  from 


Io\ya  is  interested  long  before  this  day  fortnight. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  postpone  it  for  that  length 
of  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  There  are  three  other 
special  orders,  which  are  pressing,  practical  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  When  we  take  up  a  measure 
of  this  sort,  it  is  better  that  we  should  continue  to 
art  upon  it  until  it  is  disposed  of.  I  am  willing 
to  postpone  this  subject  long  enough  to  enable  the 
Senate  to  act  finally  upon  the  bill  in  which  my 
friend  from  Iowa  is  so  much  interested.  When 
it  is  again  taken  up,  I  hope  it  may  be  finally  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  BADGER.  In  a  spirit  of  compromise,  to 
which  my  friend  from  Virginia  knows  I  am  in- 
clined, I  will  vary  my  motion,  so  as  to  ])ostpone 
the  subject  till  Monday  week. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  desire  to  state,  that  what  is 
usually  denominated  the  French  spoliation  bill, 
was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  next,  and 
I  am  very  anxious  that  it  shall  be  disposed  9f 
next  week. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  It  is  proposed  to  postpone 
this  question  till  Monday  week. 

The  motion  to  |->ostpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  till  Monday  week,  wasagreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

On  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  constniction  of 
certain  railroads  in  said  Slate,  the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  themmendmcni  ofiered  by  Mr.  Un- 
derwood to  the  substitute  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee OM  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  did  not  design  to  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  for  a  great  while.  In  the  few 
remarks  which  I  intendeuto  submit,  I  proposed 
to  make  this  as  serious  and  impressive  a  subject 
as  I  thought  it  deserved  to  be.  I  am  taken  some- 
what by  surprise  at  the  motion  of  my  honorable 
friend  nom  Iowa,  but  I  will  attempt  to  go  on,  col- 
lecting my  thoughts  as  best  I  may,*  upon  the  oc- 
casion. 

I  mentioned  the  other  day  that  this  was  a  sub- 
ject of  annual  discussion.  1  suppose  that  it  has 
not  been  omitted  at  any  session  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  It  is,  therefore,  very  difficult  to 
throw  out  any  new  ar^ument^  of  much  w'eight  or 
importance  on  the  .subject. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  it  is  extremely  unjust 
to  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  to  require  him  to  go 
on  now.  I  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  w|ts  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  wish  to  give  notice 
that  I  shall,  to-morrow  morning,  move  to  dispense 
with  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  in  order 
that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  may  proceed 
with  his  speech. 

EXECUTIVE  SBSSrON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Ftbnury  13,  1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.     Prayer 

by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler,  Chaplain  lO  the  Senate. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approve<l . 

COLONEL  MITCHELL. 

Mr.  EVANS.  There  is  upon  the  Speaker's 
table  a  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  for  the  ^ 
relief  of  Colonel  Mitchell.  I  want  the  House  to 
allow  it  to  be  taken  up,  and,  when  I  have  said  a 
few  words  about  il,  refer 4t  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfTnii-s. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object  to  it,  and 
call  for  the  regular  ordei;,of  bu.«^ine8S,  Nearly  the 
whole  day  was  lost  yesterday  by  taking  up  matters 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  was  in  hopes  there  would  be 
no  ohjoction. 

Mr.  JONES.     If  the  Hou.se  is  disposed  to  take 
up  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table  regiilarl)  . 
I  have  no  objection  to  ti;  but  I  do  obje^'t  lo  this 
tjiking  up  of  bills  out  of  their  proper  order. 
REPORTS  PROM  COMMfTTEES. 

The   House  then   proceeded  with   tlie  regular 
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order  of  business,  being  the  call  of  committees  for 
repnrtsi  commencing  with  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  moved 
that  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Navy  Yard  Bridge  Company; 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary.     •  .,,..,  , 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  should  hke  to  know  why 
that  memorial  should  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  That  committee  is  quite  willing  to  do 
anything  that  properly  belongs  to  it,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  legal  question  involved  in 
this  memorial,  or  any  reason  why  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  rather  than  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  submit  any  motion  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE.    No,  I  will  let  it  pass. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton  » 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  back  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
or  William  P.  Greene,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  Question  to  be  Opon 
ordering  the  bill  to  a  thii-d  reading. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  move  to  refer  that  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

I  make  that  motion,  because  1  think  it  right 
and  proper  that  all  bills  of  thir  description  should 
be  referred  to  the  committee.  It  may  be  that  this 
is  a  very  meritorious  claim,  but  how  do  we  know 
it?  To  be  sure,  we  have  the  assurance  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims;  but  if  the  bill  is  regulariy 
referred,  and  the  report  pnnted,  that  report  will  be 
put  in  our  boxes,  and  members  will  come  to  the 
House  prepared,  not  only  to  receive  information 
from  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill,  but 
perhaps  to  give  information,  and  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  it. 

I  think  the  proper  and  regular  course  is,  that  all 
bills  should  be  referred  either  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  or  to  the 
Commjttee  of  the  Whole  House.  This  custom  of 
passing  bills  as  soon  as  they  are  reported  from  the 
committee,  gives  an  unjust  precedence  to  claims 
which  may  have  been  presented  at  a  much  later 
period  of  the  session  than  some  others  which  were 
presented  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session, 
and  referred  to  the  Cfommiitee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  which  lose  their  opportunity  of  consideration 
because  a  case  subsequently  matured  is  asked  to 
be  put  upon  itspassage.  I  think  the  proper  rule — 
a  rule  from  which  the  House  should  never  depart, 
except  for  some  strong  reasons — a  rule  from  which, 
I  think,  I  myself  have  never  departed — is  to  refer 
every  bill  either  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  or,  if  it  is  a  private  bill, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Rhode  Island.  This  bill  comes, 
AS  I  understand  it,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  No;  that  is  not  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KING.  I  thought  that  was  the  substance 
of  the  gentleman's  report. 

Mr.  DANIEL.    The  recommendation  of  the 
.committee  is,  that  the  bill  do  pass,  bi^  not  that  it 
be  put  upon  its  passage  now. 

I  will  state  to  tJie  House,  that  the  facts  of  the 
ease  are  very  simple, and  that  the  amount  is  small. 
But  I  have  not  asked  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  iu 
passage  now,  nor  have  the  committee  instructed 
me  to  ask  that  any  otfier  course  shall  be  pursued 
in  regard  to  it  than  that  adopted  in  regard  to  all 
claims.  My  motion  should  have  been  to  refer  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  If, 
however,  anybody  is  disposed  to  put  it  upon  its 
passage,  I  have  no  objection  to  it.  The  amount 
IS  only  f350;  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  facts,  and 
they  say  at  the  Treasury  Department  that  it  ought 
to  oe  paid  to  this  individual  as  the  measurer  of 
■alt. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Rhode  Island.  ThU  bill  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session ,  but  failed  to  be  acted 
on  in  this  House  for  want  of  time.    It  has  passed 


the  Senate  again  at  this  session,  I  believe,  by 
a  unanimous  vote;  and  the  simple  question  is, 
whether  we  will  pay  this  officer  for  the  services 
which  he  performed. 

Mr.  DAN  lEL.  Upon  reflection,  I  find  that  the 
bill  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.     It  makes  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  KING.     Well,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Henry 
McLaughlin,  of  Vermont;  which  was  ordered  to 
he  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills,  which  were  severally 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  tlieir  titles,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  together  with  the  accompanying  re- 
ports, viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Rogers,  of  South 
Carolina;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Arnow  and  Peter 
Arnow. 

Mr.  BOWIE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Bernard  Todd;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow,  and,  with  the  report  accompanying, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^ 
representatives  of  John  H.  Pratt,  deceased;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  WHole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the 
report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  George  Simpton,  of  Galveston,  Texas; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  iu  title, 
referred  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  House, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with 
the  report  accompanying,  ordered  to  be  printed; 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  upon  your  table,  relative  to  making 
an  appropriation  for  finishing  the  repairs  of  the 
Library.  Time  is  fast  passing  awuy,  and  pro- 
posals must  be  issued  for  the  work. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  desu-e  that  we 
shall  go  through  with  the  call  of  committees. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  object  to  the  taking  up  of  that 
bill.  Let  us  go  tlirough  with  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  SACKETT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  back  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Theodore  Olfutt,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.,  also  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  William 
S.  Foote  and  Charles  Willington,  owners  of  the 
ship  Hylon,  asking  compensation  for  losses  and 
damages  sustained  m  consequence  of  the  action  of 
certain  United  States  officers;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and 
orphan  children  of  Colonel  William  R.  McKee, 
late  of  Lexington,  Kentucky;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  back  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass.  Senate  bill  No.  142,  being  an  act  for  admit- 
ting the  hermaphrodite  brig  Sylphide  to  registry. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  tne 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  That  bill  is  very 
simple  in  its  provisions,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  put 
on  Its  passage.  It  merely  asks  the  privilege  of  a 
registry  for  a  vessel.  « 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.    I  certainly  prefer  that  it 


should  be  put  upon  its  passage.  I  will  state,  that 
it  merely  recognizes  the  privilege  of  regiiiry  for 
that  vessel  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  move  that  the  bill  be  now  put  on  iu  pasmze. 

Mr.  KING.    I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  read. 

The  bill  was  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and,  havine  been  read  the  third  time,  it  was  pasMd. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back  without  amendment,  and 
widi  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  Senate  bill 
170,  i.eing  an  act  making  an  appropriation  in  pan 
for  the  erection  of  the  light-house  at  Sand  Key, 
Florida. 

Mr.  S.  said :  By  our  rules,  that  bill  should  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  but  there  are  special  reasons  why  the  bill 
should  be  put  upon  its  passage  now,  and  I  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  tne  House  for  that  purpose. 
It  makes  an  appropriation  of  only  |5,00u  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying,  in  part,  the  expense  of  un- 
lading a  vessel  laden  with  iron,  and  lying  at  the 
place  where  this  light-house  is  being  built,  and  for 
which  the  Government  has  no  funds.  It  does  not 
go  beyond  that.  The  Government  will  beoblired 
to  pay  demurrage  upon  the  vesseT  unless  uii 
money  is  supplied .  As  I  remarked ,  the  bill  makes 
an  appropnation  of  |5,000  for  the  purpose  iodi* 
catea.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  put  upon  iu 
passage. 

The  bill  was  read  tlirough. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  refer  the  bill  t©  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  As  objection  is  made  I  will 
withdraw  my  motion  to  put  the  bill  upon  its  pai- 
sage. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  fjrom  the  Committee  on  Cooh 
merce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Philadelphia  Qbb  Works;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  tot 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  R.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  m&de 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Massey,  jr.,  the  representative  of  Messrs.  Eyre& 
Massey,  asking  for  the  refunding  of  an  excess  of 
duty  erroneously  exacted  upon  ceruiin  brown 
sugar;  whicli  report  was  oraered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the 
public  domain,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cer* 
tain  railroads  therein. 

Mr.  H.  said:  I  hope  that  this  bill  will  not  p to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tin 
Union.    I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read. 

It  was  read  through  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 
A  Bill  gnM\ng  to  rhe  State  of  Missouri  the  right  of  wit 

aud  a^jmrtioD  of  the  public  domaia  to  aid  to  the  coo- 

strucuon  uf  certain  railroads  therein. 

JB«  ii  en(utedj  4"c.,  That  the  rii;lit  of  way  throuijh  Ae 
public  lands  be,  and  the  same  in  hereby  framed  to  tb«  Swe 
of  Missouri,  Ibr  the  construction  of  railroads  from  Uw  erty 
of  St.  Joseph  to  Hannibal,  and  from  Sl  Louis  to  soair  p«sl 
on  Uie  western  line  of  said  State;  and  said  State  shall  iMR 
the  right,  also,  to  take  necessary  materials  of  earth,  stno^ 
timber,  etc.,  fbr  the  construction  thereof,  from  the  psjw 
lands  of  the  United  States  adjacent  to  said  railroads:  Pro- 
vided, Tliat  the  right  of  way  shall  not  eiceed  oae  ban*" 
feet  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  said  roads,  and  a  ^J* 
the  survey  of  said  roads,  made  under  the  direetion  ofy 
Legislature,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  local  lawl  offi- 
ces respectively,  and  to  the  General  Land  Oflkie  at  U»*- 
ington  city,  within  ninety  days  aAer  the  completioo  of  tat 
same. 

Sbc.  9.  Jind  be  U  fwrtker  enaetedf  That  there  be,  and  ii 
hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  fbr  the  puraosej* 
aiding  In  making  the  railroads  aformtaid,  every  alicrasie 
section  of  land  designated  by  even  numbers,  for  sii  •«[>«« 
In  width  on  each  aide  oi  said  roads ;  but  In  case  It  rf»ii  *P- 
pear  that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  lines  wnw» 
of  *»aid  roads  are  definitely  fixed  by  the  *^^^^y^!^Zl 
sold  any  section  or  any  part  thereof  granted  as  »'*wb**IJ?" 
that  the  right  of  prettaiption  has  auacfaed  to  the  same, »« 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents,  to  be  "PP*"*!;" 
by  the  Governor  of  said  State,  to  sHeci.  sulHect  »  »«  J* 
pro  vnl  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  (nm  the  Iaw»  aim 
United  States  mo«t  contiguous  to  the  tier  of  sections  awwj 
specified,  so  much  land  in  alternate  *«ction*,(^P^^'^ 
sccUons,  as  shall  be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  Vm^J^ 
have  sold,  or  to  which  the  right  of  pfo«m|ill*»n  *«*  w^J" 
as  aforesaid;  which  lands  (thus  sehfcted  wKea  rf»r" 
sold,  and  to  which  preemptions  have  attached  ••  •S-Sj 
tofethar  with  the  sM^oat  and  psrts  of  sectiow  dertpsw- 
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Iiy  even  numbers  as  afbresaid,  and  appmprfftted  as  afore- 
said) shall  be  held  by  the  State  of  Mi^ouri  fbr  the  use  and 
purpose  aToresaid  :  Froridedy  That  the  lands  to  be  so  loca- 
te diall  io  no  case  be  further  than  fifteen  mUea  from  the 
line  of  the  road  in  each  case,  and  selected  for  and  on  ac- 
count of  each  of  said  road.i :  Provided  furtkevf  That  the 
lauds  hereby  frantod  shall  be  exclusively  applied  in  the 
constracttoo  of  that  road  for  which  it  was  granted  and  se- 
lected, and  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses, 
and  the  same  shall  be  applied  to  no  other  purpose  whatso- 
ever :  Jind  yrocided  farther.  That  any  and  all  lands  here- 
tofore reserved  to  the  United  Staler  by  any  act  of  Congress 
or  in  any  oilier  manner  by  competent  authority,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  for 
any  other  purpojiewhat»oovei,  be,  and  the  name  are  hereby 
reserved  to  the  United  States  from  the  operation  of  this 
act,  except  so  fkr  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  locate 
the  route«  of  tlie  said  railroad  through  such  reserved  lands, 
io  which  cau^o  the  right  of  way  only  slmll  be  granted. 

S^EC.  3.  »^nd  be  itfuTthrr  enacted.  That  the  sectionsand 
parts  of  sections  of  land  which,  by  such  grant,  shall  remain 
to  th«  United  9tate»,  within  six  miles  on  each  side  of  each 
of  said  roads,  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  tlian  double  the  mui- 
imum  price  of  the  public  landi^  when  sold. 

f^Ec.  4.  .And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  said  lands 
hereby  granted  to  the  said  State  shall  be  subject  to  the  dis- 
po^^al  of  the  Legislature  thereof,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
and  no  other;  and  the  said  railroads  shall  be  and  remain  a 
public  highway,  for  Uie  use  oftheGovemment  of  the  United 
States,  free  Oom  toll  or  other  charge  npon  the  trasporta- 
Cion  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  5.  ^nd  ke  it  further  *naeied.  That  the  lands  hereby 
iranted  to  said  State  shall  be  disposed  of  by  sfiid  State  only 
tn  manner  fallowing,  that  is  to  say :  that  %  quantity  of  land 
not  exceeding  one  nundred  and  twenty  sections  on  each 
rood,  and  included  within  a  continuous  length  of  twenty 
miles  of  said  road,  may  be  sold ;  and  when  the  Governor  of 
said  State  shall  certity  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
tliat  said  twenty  miles  of  said  road  is  completed,  then  an- 
other like  quantity  of  hind  hereby  granted  may  be  mid,  and 
so  from  time  to  time  until  said  road  is  completed;  and  if 
said  road  be  not  completed  within  ten  years,  no  further 
sales  sliail  be  made,  and  the  land  unsold  shall  revert  to  tlie 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Jind  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  United 
States  mail  shall,  at  all  times,  be  transported  on  said  rail- 
roads, under  thfe  direction  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  at 
subh  pricy  as  Congress  may  by  law  direct. 

Mr.  HALL  continued.  It  is  not  mv  intention, 
at  this  time,  to  ti*ouble  the  House  with  a  speech. 
1  took  occasion,  m  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
to  express  my  views  upon  the  subject  in^odied 
in  the  bill;  and  I  now  merely  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  condition  of  the  two 
roads  embraced  in  it. 

Both  these  roads,  or  rather,  both  the  companies 
for  constructing  these  roads,  haye  been  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  for  which  she  has 
loaned  the  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of 
three  and  a  half  millions  dollars — a  million  and  a 
half  to  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  and 
two  minions  to  the  St.  Louis  railroad.  The  St. 
Louis  road  is  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  and 
the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  road  about  .two  hun- 
dred miles  long.  As  I  said,  the  State  of  Missouri 
has  loaned  its  credit  to  the  amount  of  $3,500,000, 
in  order  to  secure  the  construction  of  these  roads; 
•o  that  they  are  not  mere  visionary  affairs,  gotten 
up  for  the  purpose  of  making  capital  out  of,  but 
they  cure  roads  in  relation  to  which  the  State  pf 
Missouri  has  heretofore  manifested  agreat interest, 
not  only  by  granting  charters  and  memorializing 
Congress  upon  the  subject,  but  by  becoming  re- 
sponsible for  a  large  amount  of  money  invested 
in  these  works.  ^ 

But  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  fact.  These  roaas  will  not  only  increase 
the  value  of  the  public  domain  through  which  they 
pnssy  but,  running  as  they  do  through  the  whole 
State,  they  furnish  an  outlet  to  the  great  public 
domain  of  the  West  to  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
markets.  In  this  respect,  therefore,  this  bill  stands 
upon  more  favorable  ground  than  the  bill  that 
passed  the  House  in  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress  in  favor  of  the  Illinois  railroad. 

But  some  apprehension  has  been  expressed  that 
while  these  grants  are  being  made  nominally  for 
the  State  of  Missouri,  that  they  are  really  for  the 
benefit  of  private  individuals.  This  objection  was 
made  a  few  weeks  ago  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Swbetskr,]  and  by  others.  I  am 
fully  aware  of  the  mischief  of  permitting  large 
tracts  of  land  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few  inoi- 
Tidtials,  to  be  held  up  fifteen,  twenty,  or  even  more 
years,  at  exorbitant  prices,  and  thus  kept  unset- 
ded.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  State  of  Nfissouri 
wocikl  «ver  ihsten  on  herself  so  ruinous  a  policy. 


With  the  view,  however,  of  removing  the  ob- 
jection entertained — that  this  ^ant  rois;ht  result 
in  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  few  individuals — I  have 
endeavored  to  prepare  -an  amendment,  which,  in 
in  its  operation,  shall  confine  this  grant  exclusively 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  that'S^te,  and  I  therefore  ask  leave  to 
offer  the  amendment,  which  I  desire  now  to  be  read, 
and  then  I  will  say  a  few  words  further. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

^*Jlnd  be  U  further  cnoc/ei,  That  the  lands  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  transferred  to  any  corporation  or  com- 
pany, but  shall  be  sold  to  actual  settlers  oniji,  in  quantities 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  or  one  half 
section,  to  each  actual  settler ;  and  the  proceeds  of  such 
lauds  shall  be  faithfully  applied  by  ^aid  S^te  to  the  objects 
and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  specified,  in  such  way  as  to 
secure  the  bcncflts  hereinbefbre  made  to  the  people  of  said 
Statu  of  Missouri.''^ 

The  purpose  of  that  amendment  is^  to  prevent 
the  Slate  or  Missouri  from  transferring  the  lands 
proposed  to  be  granted  to  any  cxjmpany  or  corpo- 
ration, and  to  require  them  to  be  sold  in  small 
parcels  to  actual  settlers,  and  then  to  secure  the 
proceeds  in  such  a  manner  as  to  inure  directly  to 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
I  have  endeavored  to  make  it  as  stringent  as  I 
possibly  could,  and  I  have  now  to  say  to  gentle- 
men of  this  House,  thai  if  the  amendment  I  have 
offered  be  not  sufficiently  stringent  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  object  I  have  in  view,  and  have 
expressed,*  then  prepare  anotlier  more  stringent, 
and  I  will  adopt  it;  for  I  tell  gentlemen  I  do  not 
want  this  land  to  go  to  corporations  or  companies, 
but  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  I  want 
it  so  disposed  of  and  settled  as  to  result  to  the 
benefit  or  the  people  at  large.  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  proposition  will  be  made  to  commit  this 
bill  to  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state 
of  the  Union.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
regard  to  that  subject,  and  then  1  shall  have  done. 
Gentlemen  who  have  any  experience  in  this  House 
know  full  well,  that  if  this  bill  is  so  referred,  that 
will  be  the  last  of  it,  and  you  will  never  hear  of 
it  again.  Therefore  I  ask-  it  as  a  favor  of  this 
House,  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  pass  this  bill, 
that  they  will  vote  it  down  and  reject  it,  in  prefer- 
ence to  committing  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  would  in- 
finitely prefer  that  the  bill  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table  this  morning,  than  to  have  it  commuted  to 
that  committee.  I  do  not  ask  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 1  do  not  desire  to  stifle  debate.  I  am  wil- 
ling that  the  matter  should  be  debated  as  long  as 
gentlemen  desire.  I  do  not  fear  investigi^tion.  On 
the  contrary,  I  court  it.  But  if  gentlemen  are  not 
inclined  to  debate  it,  and  if  they  are  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  it,  I  ask  it,  as  a  special  favor,  that  they 
vote  down  the  bill,  lay  it  upon  the  table,  reject  it, 
kill  it;  but  do  not  refer  it  to  that  committee,  where 
we,  who  know  the  operation  of  that  committee, 
know  it  will  be  killed  effectually. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  on 

Mr.  PHkLPS.  I  desire  to  obtain  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  an  amendment,  which  I 
send  to  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Hall]  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  HALL.    I  do. 

Mr.  JONES.    Then  I  claim  it. 

A  Voice.  Let  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Phelps 
be  read. 

The  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
amendment,  was  read  as  follows: 

"  For  the  support  of  common  schools." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  has  the  flodr. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  am  prepared  to  say  very  little 
upon  the  subject  of  this  bill  at  the  pryent  time; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  House  is  now  pre- 
pared to  examine  or  to  enter  upon  its  consider- 
ation. It  is  certainly,  I  think,  a  very  extraordiiiary 
request — perhaps  a  very  modest  one  of  my  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Hall] — to  ask  that  this  im- 
portant bill  shall  be  passed  now,  without  being  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  as  is  usual.    And  k«r*>  for  ftar  I 


may  forget  it,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  I  move 
that  this  bill* be  so  referred,  and  that  it  be  printed. 
I  want  the  bill,  together  with  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  printed,  in 
order  that  we  may  all  have  an  opportunity  of  ex'* 
amining  the  bill,  and  of  satisfying  ourselves  of  the 
principle  which  is  embraced  in  it,  and  by  which 
the  larger  portion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  coun- 
try are  to  be  appropriated  for  internal  improve- 
ments by  the  Federal  Government,  in  violation  of 
the  doctrine  which  I  have  always  understood  the 
Democratic  party  of  this  country  to  be  the  advo- 
cates. I  wish  to  know,  I  desire  that  the  House 
may  know,  the  principles  which  are  embraced  in 
this  bill.  And  f  should  like  to  hear  the  advocates 
of  i^  declare  in  this  House  the  principles  upon 
which  they  support  it^ — ^how  it  is  that  theyitppose 
the  improvementof  ihecountry  by  means  or  roads 
and  canals  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  yet 
will  divert  the  entire  public  domain  from  its  here, 
tofore  legitimate  object,  and  vest  it  in  the  States, 
to  be  held — whatever  may  be  the  phraseology  of 
the  law — for  the  benefit  of  chartered  companies, 
by  companies  incorporated  by  the  different  Stats 
Legislatures. 

1  would  like  particularly  for  tlie  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inform  the  House 
how  many  acres  of  land  he  proposes  to  dispose  of 
by  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman,  that 
this  law  embraces  two  roads.  One  of  the  roads 
will  receive  less  than  five  hundred  thousand,  and 
the  other  will  receive  about  a  million  of  acres,  be- 
ing together  ^bout  one  half  the  quantity  granted 
to  the  StatQ  of  Illinois  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  JONES.  ■  A  grant  of  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  acres  in  this  bill !  Now,  I  would  ask  the 
fentlcman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Hall]  how  many 
ills  of  this  character  he  has  now  before  his  com- 
mittee, and  ready  to  be  reported,  whenever  this 
one  shall  have  been  favorably  disposed  of  by  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  answer  that  question*.  I 
believe  the  committee  have  agreed  to  report  some 
ten  or  twelve  bills,  which  will  comprise,  according 
to  the  nearest  estimate  we  can  malce,  between  five 
and  six  millions  of  acres. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then,  sir,  here  is  this  bill,  which 
is  to  dispose  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  acres  of 
land,  as  we  are  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  it,  put  forward — and  perhaps 
it  embraces  a  larger  amount  of  land  than  any 
other  of, these  bil)s  referred  to— as  the  one  upon 
which  a' trial  is  to  be  made;  and  if  this  one  can 
be  passed,  otlier  bills  are  now  ready,  as  agreed 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  be 
reportea,  disposing  of  some  six  millions  of  acres 
of  public  Ifiuods  for  similar  purposes.  Now  I  ask 
you,  if,  in  your  long  experience  upon  this  floor, 
you  have  ever  known  a  bill  of  equal  importance 
as  this— disposing  of  as  much  of  the  public  prop- 
erty as  this  proposes  to  do— brought  in  here  and 
put  upon  its  passage  without  even  being  printed, 
or  even  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  > 

Mr.  HALL.  1  only  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  theiact,  that 
the  IllinoiB  bill,  which  granted  to  that  State  double 
as  much  land  as  is  proposed  to  be  granted  by  this 
bill,  never  was  referred  to  the  Committer  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  but  was  passed 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
know  how  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  voted 
upon  that  Illinois  bill,  but  he  did  not  at  the  time 
very  well  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
passed  here.  He  thought  it  should  have  taken  the 
regular  couree.  If  his  bill  is  right,  I  suppose  that, 
in  this  House  of  honest  men  and  faithful  repre- 
sentatives, he  can  secure  a  majority  for  it;  but  if 
it  will  not  stand  the  test  of  investigation,  >t  "hould 
not  pass.  If  it  is  right  in  itself,  he  should  have 
no  fears  of  its  success,  let  it  take  what  course  it 
may.  upon  the  motion  which  I  have  made. 

]4r.  &ALL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee  if  he  does  not  believe  that  if  this  bdl  ta  com- 
mitted  to  the  Commiuea  of  ths  WhoU  HouMttpon 
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thf  state  of  the  Unian,  it  will  be  the  last  of  it— 
tliat  it  will  never  be  reached  again  this  session  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  No,  sir.  I  say,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  tlie  gentleman—though  thai  is  unnecessary, 
because  he  is  apprised  of  the  fact — tJint  the  rules 
of  this  House  require  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  state  of  the  Union  to  take  up  tlie  Calen- 
dar in  its  order,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
appropriation  bills;  and  you  must  call  the  first  bill 
upon  It,  and  to  lay  it  aside  a  motion  must  be  made, 
and  sustained  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. But  there  will  be  important  bills — not 
appropriation  bills — reported  to  this  House  before 
the  termination  of  this  session,  which  will  go  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and,  in  order  to  ffet  at  them,  this  House, 
or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  will  be  compelled 
to  iMiss  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  in  order 
to  reach  them. 

Mr.  HALL.  Do  not  the  special  orders  take 
precedence  of  these  billn? 

Mr.  JONES.  The  special  oi-der  overrides  all 
other  business,  because  it  is  a  suspension  Of  all 
youi*hjles  which  prescribe  the  order  of  business. 
But  let  the  gentleman  and  the  House  oppose  tlie 
making  of  special  orders;  and,  in  my  opinion,  un- 
less there  be  some  good,  sufficient,  and  urgent 
reason  why  special  orders  should  be  made,  we 
should  not  make  them,  but  rather  let  tiie  ordinary 
business  of  the  House  take  its  course  according  to 
the  rules  prescribed  for  the  government  of  this 
House. 

That  biil,  I  believe,  has  been  printed;  but  J  sup- 
pose there  nre  but  few  members  of  the  House,  ex- 
cept those  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  those  particularly  interested  in  getting  these 
lands  appropriated  for  their  roads,  who  have  ex- 
amined It  or  know  it^  provisions. 

It  is  impossible  that  members,  sitting  in  their 
places  in  this  House,  can  understand,  by  the  mere 
reading  of  a  bill  by  the  Clerk  at  your  desk,  the 
provisions  contained  in  it,  especially  such  im- 
portant ones  as  are  found  in  this.  I  think  the 
gentleman  himself,  upon  reflection,  will  witlidraw 
his  rcNquest  to  pass  tlie  bill,  and  ask  the  House  to 
refer  it  to  the  Conmuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  that  it  be  j)rintpd.  In  that  case 
we  shall  all  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  it, 
(ind  determine  for  or  against  it,  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
proposed  an  amendment  to  tlie  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  my  colleague,  but  1  suppose,  in  the 
S resent  stage  of  the  question,  I  am  prerludetl  from 
oing  so.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  an  amend- 
ment can  now  be  offered? 

The  SPEAKER.  An  amendment  is  in  order, 
if  pertinent. 

\fr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  for  reference  umil  the  gentleman  can 
submit  his  amendments,  and  then  will  renew  my 
motion 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  then  submit  the  followin;: 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  that  pro- 
posed by  my  colleague: 

••  For  the  support  of  common  schools  in  said 
State." 

Mr.  JONES.  I  renew  my  motion  to  comniit  the 
bill  and  amendment,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  hope  the  bill  which  is  now 
before  the  House  may  not  be  committer!.  (  am 
convinced  in  my. own  mind  that  if  it  is  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union,  nwin^  to  the  press  of  business  and  the 
urgent  necesaity  for  the  consideration  of  ipiportant 
appropriation  bills  that  will  hereafter  came  up,  it 
will  n^ver  be  reached.  It  may  become  necessary 
at  some  time  then  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  its  consideration,  and  it  will  then  be  brought 
before  the  House  for  action.  There  is  no  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  those  who  advocate  the  pas- 
«age  of  this  measure,  or  others  of  a  similar  de- 
scription, U»  stifle  inquiry,  or  discussion.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  when  ^  discussion 
took  place  upon  the  reference  of  the  President's 
message,  my  colleague  took  occasion  to  develop 
his  Ticws  in  relation  to  bills  of  this  characUT,  and 
the  reasons  why  they  should  be  adopted.  I  was 
in  tlic  hopes  then  that  those  who  opposed  these 
measures  would  have  debated  the  public  land  ayg- 
tem  generally, and  that  w^  should  then  have  had 
presented  to  us  the  various  proposition^!  which 
were  intended  to  be  submitted,  in  relation  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  domain  and  the  peculiar 
views  of  gentlemen.    In  this  I  was  disappointed. 
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1  say  that  a  reference  of  this  measure  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  1 
consider  equivalent  tn  its  defeat.  Cannot  we  dis- 
cuss this  bill  as  well  in  the  House  as  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole?  in  the  committee  mem- 
bers are  not  confined  to  the  discussion  ofthecjues- 
tion  pending,  and  I  think,  therefore,  in  point  of 
economy,  so  far  as  time  is  concerned,  that  it  is 
best  the  measure  uhould  be  discusseil  in  the 
House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as.sails  the 
proposition,  and  wishes  to  know  how  we  can  ad- 
vocate the  disposal  of  the  public  kuid  in  the  way 
proposed  in  this  bill,  when  opposed  to  the  nppro- 
priation  of  money  for  the  constiniction  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Government. 
By  tlie  granting  of  lands  to  the  character  of  works 
indicated  in  this  bill,  the  value  of  the  G^overnment 
land  contiguous  is  enhanced  and  its  sale  rapidly 
accelerateu.  Not  only  are  individufds  benefited 
by  such  grants,  but  the  Slates  also.  The  Stale  in 
this  case  aids-in  the  construction  of  works  which 
improve  the  viUue  of  the  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  portion  of  public 
land  throagh  which  this  road  passes. 

Mr.  FULLER.  If  that  is  the  ^ound  upon 
which  the  gentleman  bases  this  claim,  why  is  it 
this  bill  provides  that  in  case  there  is  no  public 
land  of  the  Government  within  the  range  of  six 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  other  distant  lands 
may  be  selected  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  answer  the  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman.  It  provides  that  if  the  sections 
donated  to  the  State  have  been  sold,  that  the  agents 
of  the  State  shall  have  the  right  to  select  other 
lands  in  lieu  of  them  within  fi^een  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  ro;\d.  What  are  the  other  provisions 
in  that  billr  They  are,  tliat  upon  these  railroads 
shall  be  transported  the  mails  at  prices  to  be  de- 
termined upon  by  Congress.  The  whole  question 
of  compensation  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gi-ess.  It  also  provides  that  the  munitions  of  war 
shall  be  transported  upon  these  roads  free  of  cost. 
The  amount  that  the  Government  would  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  munitions  of 
war  and  of  troops  over  these  roads,  otherwise,  an- 
nually would  greatly  exceed  the  interest  upon  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  which  it  is  proposed  to  grant 
to  the  State  of  Missouri,  were  they  sold.  IIow 
is  it  that  sujppHes  to  New  Mexico  and  Utah  are 
forwarded  r  They  are  now  carried  entirely  tiirough 
Missouri.  The  expense  for  the  transportation  of 
property  f»f  the  United  States  upon  that  river  dur- 
ing the  Mexican  war  were  enormous.  I  think 
there  were  aome  steamboats  laden  with  munitions 
of  war  belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  which  became  a  total  loss.  The  amount  of 
Government  property  lofit  was  estimated  at  some- 
thing liHe  $200,000. 

1  again  say,  that  there  is  am  pie  remuneration  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
privilege  given  to  the  State  of  Missouri  for  the  se- 
lection of  other  lands  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
road,  should  those  along  the  line  of  the  road  have 
been  disposed  of. 

I  trust  that  the  inquiries  of  my  friend  from 
Maine  ai'e  now  answered.  It  is  upon  these  prin- 
riples  that  we  justify  it.  I  will  proceed  now  to 
remark,  that  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  the  proprietor  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
public  land  through  which  these  roads  will  pass, 
and  that  as  the  constniction  of  these  roads  will 
enhance  the  value  of  those  lands,  and  accelerate 
their  sale,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  make  the  donation  of  laiids  proposed. 
I  recollect  well  the  time  when  it  was  proposed  in 
this  Hou.se,  to  graduate  and  to  retluce  ine  price 
of  the  pubhc  lands.  Instead  of  diminishing  the 
revenue,  which  would  be  derived  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  sale  of  these  lands,  it  was  on  the 
contrary  increased.  We  had  a  remarkable  exam- 
]>le  of  that  ill  the  case  of  the  Indian  reservation 
within  the  limits  of  tlie  State  of  Mississippi.  Cer- 
tain lands  wore  reserveil  there  for  the  Indians,  no 
better  than  the  other  lands  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  the  price-of  which 
was  graduated  and  reduced  after  being  offered  for 
a  certain  lengtli  of  time  in  the  market.  They  were 
in  the  course  of  some  fire  or  six  years  ail  sold, 
realising  to  the  Government  an  average  amount  of 
t^l  25  per  acre.  I  then  say,  that  the  construction 
of  these  roads  will  accelerate  the  sale  of  lands  upon 
the  line  of  that  road. 


il 


A  recognizance  was  made  of  the  road  leading 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  western  line  of  the  State. 
Some  two  or  three  diiTerent  roads  were  surveyed. 
After  having  gone  westward  some  hundred  mikt 
or  upwards  through  a  section  of  couutn-  where 
the  land   was  some  ten  miles  from  tiniW,  the 
Government  lands  on  each  side  were  nil  taken 
up  in  consequence  of  tliat  survey.    The  expecta- 
tions of  those  purchasing  the  lands  was,  that  the 
road  would  be  o<,»nstructed  upon  the  line  of  that 
survey.     I  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement  of  the 
receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  Clayton  land  dis- 
trict, in  my  Congressional  district.    It  is  the  dis- 
trict through  Which  this  survey  was  made.    Tht 
total  receipts  of  that  land  ofiice  for  the  year  1S19, 
for  cash  sales,  were  $36,270.     In  1850  th.  saleH 
amounted  to  |59,425;  and  for  three  quarters  of  the 
year  1851,  the  sales  amounted  to  $101,000.  These 
increased  sales  are  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  die 
fact,  that  it  was  expected  the  road  would  pass 
through  that  district.  Itis  true  tliat  there wasa  pt«t 
sale  of  public  lands  to  emigrants  who  came  to  ihai 
State  to  seuie  there.    The  number  of  emigrants  to 
that  State  is.about  the  same  each  year,  and  heoce 
you  rjinnot  account  for  the  accelerated  sale  of  these 
lands  except  by  the  fact  that  the  persons  purchns* 
ing  these  lands  believed  that  they  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  in   value  by  the  construction  of  that 
road,  and  that  the  road  was  to  be  constructed  upon 
the  survey  thus  made.    I  aay,  then,  if  gentlcroen 
will  take  upon  themselves  the  trouble  to  make  a 
calculation  of  the  present  value  of  lands,  consider- 
ing  that  we  have  public  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  twenty -five  or  thirty  years  unsold  in  a 
certain  district  of  country,  they  will  fijid  that  die 
Government  will  be  the  gainer  by  giving  away  one 
half  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  other  half  in 
one,  or  two,  or  tnree  years.  It  i8i.a  question  which 
every  man  may  c^ilculate  tor  himself,  and 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  (interposing.) 
I  ask  the  Chair  if  the  morning  nour  lias  not  e%- 
pired . 

The  SPEAKER.     It  has. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  proceinl  to  the  bpfi- 
ness  upon  the  Speaker *s  table;  which  motion  ti*a» 
agreed  to.  . 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  folio«- 
ing  inessages  heretofore  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  viz: 
To  the  Himse  of  Rtfrretentatives  of  lh«  f^niled  Statev 

I  tniriRmit  hcrewiibncopyofUie  annuiU  report  of  UmDi 
rector  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  diowiiis  the  opetxtin 
of  Uic  .Mint  and  its  brancJien  for  the  year  IS.^. 

MILLARD  FILL.VORE. 

Wasiusoton,  February  10,  186*. 

On  motion,  the  said  mes.«»age  and  accompany- 
ing documents  were  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table, 
and  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  aiul  Hoxue  of 

Representalivcn  cf  the  United  States: 
I  tnoiBiiiit  herewith  a  report  fToin  th«  SecreUr>'  of  ^ 
Interior,  contatnin|{  a  reportfrom  Thomas  U.  Walter,  Arctai 
tect  for  the  erection  of  Uie  Capitol. 

MILLARD  FILLMOBE 
Washinoton,  February  }0y  1851. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
mes8a«:e  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  communication  is  upon 
the  subject  of  expenditures  upon  the  Capitol.  U 
should  therefore  properly  go  ti»  the  Coinmiit^*^  "' 
Ways  and  Means,  \\  ho  have  chnrgc  of  ibr  si;! /•t 
already.     I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  gentleman  from  Alfl- 
bama  is  mistaken.  The  communication  helonf* 
properly  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Cuilding* 
and  Grounds. 

The  question  was  taken  fii-st  on  the  jnotinn  :•• 

refer  to  the  Committee  on   the  Public  BuiWiii?^ 

and  Grounds,  and  agreed  to. 

THE  STEAMER  PROMETHEIS. 

To  the  Senate  and  llouke  of 

Ref>reirnlutireto/the  United  Stctes: 

I  fm!i(>niit  to  ConereiM  a  eopv  «f  the  in>>iruclioiwd»>^ 
patehed  from  the  DepHnneiil  of  Suite  to  the  M>n****'',7  **.' 
United  8tnt4»  at  London  re«|iectinf  the  auack  on  itie  i  w**" 
State«  6teiinicr  ••  Proinet^eun,"  in  the  harbor  o(  ^^^^^ 
tU'  .Vicaragun,  by  the  Britifhbrigof  war  ''ExpreMj^Mdnft* 
a  copy  of  the  dii^patcheH  of  .Mr.  Lawrence  to  thil  «Jjn*" 
nient,  and  of  hi*  correspondence  with  Her  Briimni*'  "■;**' 
ty'a  Principal  Secretary  of  8tate  for  Forrifu  Allkii»<«» »' 
same  subject.  MILLAHD  FILLMORt- 

Waiiiiington,  Fehruary  10, 1853. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hocstok,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  message  and  accompanying  document 
be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  "Foreign  Affa"». 
and  be  printed. 
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The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  communications,  viz: 

I.  A  leiter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
that  Department  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  the  subject  of  custom-houses  in  the 
course  of  erection,  or  authorized  to  be  constructed ; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hovstok,  was,  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  certain  bonds  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kanscM,  held  in  trust  for  the  Chickasaw  Indians, 
and  submitting:  an  estimate  for  one  year's  interest 

thereon;  whidi  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ,'  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Clnims. 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HI.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  two  communications  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  covering  estimates  for  run- 
nir^  and  marking  the  northern  boundary  of  Iowa; 
andalAo  for  expenses  in  connection  witn  the  geo- 


No.  55.  An  act  to  relinquish  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  the  lands  reserved  for  sal^ springs  therein; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

No.  ill.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  A. 
Richmond;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

No.  137.  An  act  to  confirm  the  claim  of  John 
Ervin  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  Bastr«p 
Claim;  referrtnl  to  tlie  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

No.  150.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis*  P. 
Gardner;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No.  171.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Irvin;  re« 


logical  surveys  and  reports  made  by  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Whitney;  which,  on  motion,  was,  with 
the  accommanying  documents,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

IV.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  the  oificial  Army  Register,  for 
the  ^'ear  1853;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
talile,  and  be  printed. 

V.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  law,  a  copy  of  a  con- 
tract for  mail  transportation  between  Charleston, 


LIKUTENANT  COLONEL  MITCHELL. 

Senate  hill  No.  161,  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mitchell,  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  was 
then  taken*up  in  its  order,  and  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Why  not  pass 
that  bill  ? 


with  ^7,000.  If  we  do  not  pass  it,  there  will  be 
anollier  claim  by  Colonel  Mitchell  for  the  sacri- 
fice upon  his  property,  perhaps  to  the  amount  of 
jp7,000  more.  Colonel  Mitchell  i\'as  only  obey- 
mg  the  command  of  his  superior  ofiUcer,  and  ought 
clearly  not  to  suflTer. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.    What  court  ren- 
dered judgment  against  him .' 

Mr.   EVANS.     The  United   Staled  court  in 
Missouri. 

Mr.  HALL.    Mr.  Harmony  is  a  resident  of 

New  York.    Colonel  Mttche)],  while  traveling  iii 

:  the  Stale  of  New  York^was  served  with  a  process 

j  from  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  and 

I  judgment  was  rendered  against  him  by  tlie  United 

Stales  court  over  which  Judge  Nelson  presides. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    I  will  state, 

I  that  all  chance  of  appeal  Ims  been  cut  off,  from  tite 

j  fact  that  Harmony  sent  the  record  of  the  judgment 

!  he  obtained  iq  New  York,  to  Missouri,  and  there 

I  obtained  a  judgment  upon   the   record    against 

j  Mitchell,  at  St.  Louis,  M'here  his  property  lies. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the 


[A  message  wasf*  here  received  from  the  Senate,   '  time  of  the  House  any  longer.   1  merely  wanted  to 
by  the  hands  of  then-  Secretary,  Asbury  Dickisis,  it  ^ake  an  explanation.     If  the  House  chooses  to 


Mr.  EVANS.  1  have  no  objection  to  the  refer- 
1  ence  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
I  fairs;  but  in  two  or  three  minutes  I  can  explain  its 
i  nature  to  the  House. 

I      The  SPEAKER.      No  motion  was  made  to 
I  refer. 
,      Mr.  EVANS.    I  make  a  motion  to  put  the  bill 


South  Carolina,  and  Hav/ma;  also,  a  statement  \\  U|K)n  lis  passa^ 


of  the  amount  of  postages  derived  therefrom;  also, 
a  copy  of  the  contracts  entered  into  with  tlie  Pa- 
cific Mail  Steamship  Company  for  an  increase  of 
service;  which  said  letter  and  accompanying  doc- 
uments were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

VI.. Also,  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, transmitting:  information  in  answer  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
26th  ult.,  relative  to  the  allowance  since  1849  of 
claims  heretofore  disallowed  or  suspended;  which, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Maine,  wiui,  with 
the  accompaning  documents,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

KOSSUTH  AND  EUROPEAN  LIBERTY. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  am  charged  with  the  pre- 
sentation to  the  House  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  held  in  the  Capitol  at  Albany,  New  York, 
in  relation  to  Kossuth  and  European  liberty. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Vii^nia.  I  move  that  the 
communication  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Teimessee.  Let  us  hear 
what  it  is. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  it  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  ask  that  it 
be  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    It  is  very  long. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  that  there  is  a  very  long  string  of 
resolutions,  which  will  take  the  Cflerk  an  hour  to 
read. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  call  for  a  division  on  the 
proposition  to  lay  upon  the.  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Is  it  a  memorial  or  resolu- 
tion?    What  is  its  nature? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  several  resolu- 
tions and  one  or  two  speeches  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     Where  does  it  emanate 

from?  4 

The  SPEAKER.    Albany,  New  York. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  ask  for  the  readings  of  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STTEpHENS.  Then  I  withdraw  the  call 
for  the  reading  of  the  paper. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  paper  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Atlairs. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing bilU  from  the  S«nate;  which  were  severally 
tttA  a  fifst  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and 
referred  as  indicated  below: 

No.  38.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  K.  War- 
Hngton  and  C.  St.  J.  Chubbs,  executors  of  Cao- 
tain  Lewis  Warrington  and  others;  referred  to  the 
on  Navml  AAira. 


Mr.  DANIEL.    I  object. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  contains  an  ap- 
propriation. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thuiks  the  bill 
must  be  referred. 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  the  bill  must  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  1  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Does  the  Speaker  decide  that 
the  bill  must  go  to  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  so  decides. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  put  it  upoi)  its  passage. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  object,  and  move  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  have  the  floor  upon  it  at 
any  rate.     Harmony  was  a  Santa  F^  trader 

The  SPEAKER.  Doea  the  gentleman  make  a 
motion  to  refer  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  am  speaking  to  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentlemaj)  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Daniel,]  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  MiU- 
"tary  Affairs. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  submitted  the  motion  that  it 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  c»f  the  Whole  House, 
and  not  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Harmony  was  a  Santa  Fe 
trader.      He  had   a   large  number  of   wagons. 


t ' 
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refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  ihe  Union,  let  it  go;  but  I  am  afraid  \fe 
shall  have  more  to  pay  hereafter  than  we  should 
have  now. 

Mr.  VENABLE  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  DANIEL.  A  remark  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  was  calculated  to  produce 
some  mistake  as  to  the  action  of  the  different 
branches  of  Congress  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  wholeamount  of  this 
judgment  had  been  heretofore  reported  on  in  one  or 
the  other  branch  of  Congress.  Now  the  amount 
which  the  Military  Committee  of  the  last  Con- 
gress thought  ought  to  be  awarded  was  only  some 
^^,000;  and  if  by  any  failure  to  make  a  proper  de- 
fence, the  claimant  has  suffered  s  larger  sum  to  he 
recovered,  I  see  no  moral  obligation  resting  on  the 
Government  to  pay  it. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  desire  to  make  but  a  sin- 
gle remark.     I  liave  examined  this  case. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Will  the  gentleman  per- 
mit me  to  make  a  single  remark  ? 

;      Mr.  VENABLE.    1  will  yield  the  floor  in  a 

I  moment. 

\      Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  merely  desire  tomake 
one  statement  in  reference  to  wnat    the  gentle- 

I  man  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Daviel]  has  just 

i  said. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Very  well,  I  yield  the  floor 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  During  the  last  Con- 
gress, when  the  claim  of  Harmony  was  presented, 
It  went  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
was  referred  to  me  by  that  committee.  I  rejwrted 
a  bill,  which  will  be  found  among  the  papers  of 
the  last  Congress,  allowing  the  Secretary  of  the 


containing  valuable  merchandise,  which  he  was  '|  Treasury  to  settle  with  him  for  the  goods  he  had 
conveying  on  the  route  between  Santa  Fc  and   j  lost,  as  he  alleged,  by  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
Chihuahtia.    Colonel  Doniphan *s_  foire  took  pos-  jj  ment,  through  its  officer  in  New  Mexico  or  Chi- 
huahua, limuing  the  amount,  how.ever,  to  $30,000. 


( 


session  of  these  wagons,  partly,  I  believe,  for  the 
use  of  the  army  of  the  United  Staten,  and  partly 
to  prevent  Harmony  ^s  further  advance.  Colonel 
Mitchell  was  the  oflficer  who  executed  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Doniphan.  Harmony  came  be- 
fore the  hist  Congress  and  asked  for  relief,  and  it 
has  uniformly  reported  in  his  favor.  I  think  a  bill 
for  his  relief  passed  through  this  House,  and  once 
through  the  Senate,  but  it  never  passed  both 
Houses  at  the  same  session;  of  this,  however,  I 
am  not  certain,  and  it  is  of  no  consequence.  Har- 
mony told  me  himself,  that  he  was  tired  of  this 
sort  of  business,  and  could  not  aflTord  to  come  to 
Washington  and  run  after  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, but  intended  to  go  West  and  sue  Colonel 
Mitchell.  He  did  bring  a  suit  against  him ,  recov- 
ered the  sum  of  $97,000,  and  I  am  informed  that 
he  is  about  to  levy  an  execution  on  the  property 
of  Colonel  Mitchell.  This  property  will  be  sacn- 
ficed,  unless  we  move  in  this  matter  rapidly.  If 
that  execution  be  levied,  the  whole  amount  of 
the  bill  will  not  by  any  means  compensate  Col- 
onel Mitchell  for  Uie  aanuige  which  he  will  have 
suffered.  Every  one  knows  that  a  sherifTs  sale 
must  be  for  cash.  You  do  not  sell  there  upon 
credit;  at  least  it  is  not  so  in  my  State,  nor  by  the 
common  law.  Colonel  Mitchell's  property  must 
be  sacrificed  if  a  cash  sale  take  place,  and  unless 
we  past  the  bill  now,  we  cannot  indemnify  him 


Mr.  Harmony  claimed  at  one'Hime  f|^0,()00,  but 
he  was  content  to  receive  $30,000,  and  said  that 
;  amount  would  cover  his  entire  lo&s.  These  facts 
'  were  known,  I  think,  to  all  the  members  of  the 
I  Military  Committee  of  the  last  Congress.  The 
bill  for*  the  relief  of  Harmony  fsiled,  and  a  suit 
I  was  then-  instituted  against  Colonel  Mitchell. 
'  Now,  the  fact  at  which  1  wish  to  arrive  is  this: 
j  whether  he  made  a  proper  defence  when  he  was 
I  sued. 

i  Mr.  VENABLE.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
;  these  are  the  facts:  That  upon  the  suit  being 
'  brought  against  Colonel  Mitchell,  he  informed  the 
'  Department  here  of  it;  tliat  the  suit  vt'as  tried  in 
'  New  York,  and  that  the  United  States  District 
I  Attorney  defended  the  suit;  that  the  Department 
I  here  provided  means  for  the  defehce  of  the  suit; 
•:  that  it  was  contested  inch  by  inch;  and  that  dam- 
ages were  recovered  by  Harmony  against  Colonel 
Mitchell. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Those  are  the  facts.  I  was 
in  New  York  at  the  time. 
Mr.  VENABLE.  The  former  Secretary  of 
]  War,  Governor  Marcy,  was  the  counsel  of  Mitch* 
;  ell.  The  case  was  tnoroughly  investigated,  and 
i  upon  being  investigated  Mitcnell  was  held  liable 
I  for  having  obeyed  the  orders  of  Colonel  Doni- 
I  phan,  in  seizing  the  property  of  Harmony.    The 
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GoTernment  defended  the  cimc  by  the  ablest  coun- 
sel that  could  be  obtained — Governor  Marcy,  and 
a  verditft  waa  obtained  against  Mitchell.  A  copy 
of  the  record  was  then  carried  to  St.  Louis,  and 
there  a^in  the  United  States  District  Attorney 
defended  the  case,  but  judgment  was  recovered 
against  Mitchell  a  second  ume,  and  the  whole  of 
his  property  is  under  execution.  So  that  it  will 
amount  tO  the  entire  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  a  deserving  man  for  simply  obeying  his  suoerior 
officer  If  any  gentleman  will  take  the  trouble  to 
'examine  the  report  of  the  Senate,  or  the  papers  in 
the  case,  they  will  find  that  this  meritorious  gen- 
tieman,  Colone*  Mitchell,  was,  by  the  command 
of  Colonel  Doniphan,  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  he  must  either  be  broken  for  disobeying 
his  superior  officer,  or  crushed  and  sacrificed  for 
obeying  his  orders. 

Mr.  BISSELL,  What  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  has  stated  in  regar|l  to  the  facts 
of  this  case  is  strictly  true.  I  chanced  to  be  in 
New  York  myself  during  the  progress  of  the  trial, 
and  L  know  that  the  suit  was  contested  inch  by 
inch,  and  that  judgment  was  obtained  against 
Mitchell  in  spite  of  the  most  able  and  energetic 
defence. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  In  addition  to  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  I 
will  say,  that  whilst  the  suit  brought  by  Harmo- 
ny against  Mitchell  was  pending  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  under  the  direction  of  the  District  At- 
torney of  the  United  States,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  Mitchell,  commissioners  were  sent 
to  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  depo- 
sitions of  witnesses  who  were  in  Doniphan's  regi- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  alleged  impressment  of  the 
property.  Every  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
enable  a  proper  defence  of  the  suit  to  be  made,  and 
afier  judgment  was  rendered  in  the  United  States 
coun  in  the  city  of  New  York  against  Mitchell, 
the  advice  of  the  present  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  (Mr.  Crittenden)  was  taken  upon 
the  question,  whether  it  was  advisable  to  take 
the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
or  not?  and  I  am  informed,  that  on  an  examina- 
tion of  the  matter,  the  Attorney  General  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  it  was  useless  to  prosecute  the 
case  nirther. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  have  very  little  to  add  to 
what  has  already  been  stated, and  I  shall  be  very 
brief. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  (interrupting.)  1 
desire  to  know  whether  any  bill  of  exceptions  was 
taken  during  the  progress  of  the  trial,  either  to  the 
admission  or  rejection  of  testimony  or  to  the  niling 
of  the  court  below  ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  cannot  inform  the  gentle- 
man whether  any  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  or 
not. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  If  not,  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
District  Attorney. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  not,  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
very  ablest  of  counsel.  1  presume  that  if  there 
was  any  propriety  in  taking  such  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions, it  was  done. 

But,  sir,  I  was  going  on  to  say,  that  if  there  has 
been  any  bill  before  us  on  which  we  ought  to  take 
prompt  action,  it  seems  to  me  this  is  one.  There 
never  was  a  more  honest  man,  or  a  more  deserving 
officer  than  Colonel  Mitchell,  and  his  fidelity  to 
his  country  alone  has  placed  him  in  a  position 
where  he  is  in  imminent  hazard  of  being  utterly 
ruined  pecuniarily.  The  passage  of  this  bill  can 
alone  save  him.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  who  said:  I  desire  to 
say,  that  in  the  remarks  which  I  made  a  few  mo- 
ments ago,  I  intended  to  express  no  hostility  to 
this  bill.  The  claim  of  Harmony  was  not  a  good 
one  against  this  Government.  That  is  perfectly 
clear.  The  claim,  except  for  some  $1,90Q,  the 
value  of  mules  taken  by  the  Government  and  put 
in  the  wagon  trains,  is  not  a  good  claim,  for  this 
reason — the  goods  tliat  he  alleges  were  taken  out 
of  his  possession  by  Colonel  Mitchell,  were  re- 
stored to  him  when  the  army  reached  Chihuahua, 
and  he  assumed  the  ownership  of  them  for  some 
ten  days,  and  sold  some  of  them.  When  it  was 
determined  that  the  army  should  leave  there,  he 
abandoned  the  goods.  A  fler  the  trespass  had  been 
committed,  therefore,  as  he  alleged,  he  waived  the 
trespass  by  assuming  the  ownership  of  the  goods 
and  dispofiin^  of  a  portion  of  them. 


Mr.  BISSELL.  I  tmk  my  colleague,  if  it  was 
not  proved  that^  the  goods  were  so  damaged  as  to 
be  nearly  or  quite  worthless? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  think  not.    He  re- 
ceived them  from  Mitchell  under  protest,  not  be- 
cause they  were  damaged,  but  because  he  was  not 
I  permitted  to  take  them  where  he  desired  to  go. 
;      I  wish  to  add,  in  connection  with  this  matter, 
j  that  under  all  the  circumstances,  I  think  Mitchell 
ought  to  be  indemnified.  ^  Judgment  has  been  ob- 
1  tained  i^nst  him  for  tHe  discharge  of  his  duty 
I  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Govern- 

ment  cannot  do  otherwise  than  indemnify  him. 
!      Mr.  COBB.    Will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
allow  me  to  propound  a  question  to  him?    1  am 
desirous  to  vote  for  this  bill,  if  1  cau  get  a  little 
difficulty  removed  out  of  my  way. 
Mr.  SWEETSER.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise 


assert  and  maintain ,  that  in  the  case  admitted  be- 
fore the  House,  no  judicial  tribunal  on  the  fii\:e  of 
the  earth,  of  any  character,  coald  have  mituken 
the  well-settled  mw  on  the  subject  of  miliury  and 
judicial  immunity.  There  is  no  principle  ao  im- 
portant and  vital  to  the  well-being  of  a  country  as 
the  sustaining  of  all  officers ,  either  military  or  j«di> 
cial,  in  the  discharge  of  high  and  important  mili- 
tary and  judicial  duty. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  confess  I  feel  alarmed  when  I 
reflect,  triat  at  this  time,  we  have  presented  to  an 
American  Congress  a  case  hke  the  one  now  be- 
fore us.  U  strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  all 
^vemraent,  and,  if  permitted,  wiH  subject  men 
in  the  honest  discharge  of  public  duty,  to  pains 
and  penalties  which,  m  their  consequences,  win 
render  all  such  functions  hazardcms  in  the  extreme. 
It  cannot  be  that  this  case  has  ever  been  fairlv 
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gallant  Colonel  Mitchell  is  concerned;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  am  in  favor  of  affording  him  tlie  most 
prompt  and  ample  relief. 

[Here  a  number  of  gentlemen  rising  for  the  pur- 
pose^ of  making  remarks,  and  asking  questions, 
Mr.'SwsETBER  said  that  he  would  yield  to  his 
friends  in  due  time;  but  they  must  permit  him  first 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country 
to  the  alarming  principles  involved  in  the  assump- 
tion offsets  upon  which  this  bill  is  predicated.] 

It  is  assumed  that  Colonel  Mitchell,  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel in  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the 
war  with  Mexico,  was  ordered  by  Col.  Doniphan, 
his  superior  officer,  to  take  possession  of  certain 
merchandise,  the  property  of  a  trader,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  same  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Mexicans  ;  that  he  obeyed  the  order  of  said 
Doniphan,  and  took  the  possession  of  the  property, 
amounting  to  about  seventeen  thousana  doUan, 
which  property  was  abandoned  by  the  owner,  and 
destroyed ,  or  lost,  by  the  army,  and  that  the  owner 
has  prosecuted  Colonel  Mitchell,  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  New 
York;  that  said  Mitchell  gave  the  Government  at 
Washington  notice  of  the  prosecution,  and  that 
Governor  Marcy,  late  Secretary  of  War,  was  em- 
ployed, and  conducted  the  defence  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  Mitchell,  and  that  the  case  was  pertina- 
ciously litigated,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  that  a  jud^menl  has  been 
recovered  against  Colonel  Mitchell  for  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  fUruty-^eten  thousand  doltan,  or  there- 
abouts, a  transcript  of  which  judgment  has  been 
taken  to  Missouri,  and  a  judgment  there  rendered 
upon  tlie  record;  that  execution  has  been  issued 
and  levied  upon  Colonel  Mitchell's  property, 
which  is  about  to  be  sacrificed,  in  discharge  of 
said  judgment,  &c.,  as  aforesaid  rendered;  that  the 
relief  sought  by  this  bill  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  save  Colonel  MitchelPs  property  from  sale 
and  sacrifice;  that  the  necessity  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  so  urgent  that  all  the  usual  forms  of 
legislation  should  be  dispensed  with;  and  that  the 
House,  by  unanimous  consent,  should  now  put 
this  bill  upon  its  passage;  and  that  all  remedy  by 
appeal  or  writ  of  error  is  lost  to  Colonel  Mitchell. 
That  he  must  be  sacrificed  for  an  act  which  was 
done  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  order  given  by  his  superior  officer,  in  a 
time  of  war,  in  an  enemy's  country. 

This  bill  involves  a  erave  and  important  ques- 
tion— a  question  that  has  aroused  all  my  sensi- 
bilities; and  whilst  I  am  willing  to  make  the  most 
ample  reUef  to  Colonel.  Mitchell,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  my  surprise  and  alarm  at  the 
principles  it  mvolves.  Sir,  I  call  upon  the  legal 
talent  of  this  House  to  scrutinize  this  matter,  and 
speak  out  upon  the  principles  involved. 

Has  this  Administration  been  guilty  of  such 
n^lect,  a  want  of  proper  care  and  attention  to 
the  interests  of  its  officers  in  a  time  of  war  as  to 
permit  a  subordinate  officer  to  be  sacrificed  in  the 
manner  indicated  ?  If  it  has,  I  charge  the  Admin- 
istration with  a  neglect  of  its  duty  to  the>GkiverQ- 
ment,  to  the  injurra  citizen,  and  as  unfit  to  man- 
age the  afiairs  of  the  country  in  accordance  with 
known  and  well-settled  legal  principles,  which  are 
essential  to  the  very  preservation  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself. 

I  call  upon  the  legal  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
to  sustain  me  in  demanding  for  an  officer  in  the 
army,  in  a  time  of  war,  who  executes  and  obeys 
the  orders  of  a  superior,  the  same  immunity  which 
attaches  to  a  judicial  officer  in  the  honest  discharge 
of  duty,  within  the  scope  of  his  jurisdiction.     I 
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sidering  such  important  considerations. 

Sir,  1  cannot  believe  tliat  the  highly-respectable 
tribunal  referred  to,  have  adjudicated  such  graer 
questions,  and  determined  the  law  as  seems  to  be 
admitted  on  this  floor.  This  Administration  be- 
ing charged  with  the  defence  of  this  case,  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  country  for  any  and  all  violatioM 
of  duty  or  principle  in  relation  thereto.  I  caO 
upon  tnein  to  vindicate  themselves  to  the  coantrv, 
and  to  vindicate  the  principle  of  military  and  judi- 
cial immunity.  1  call  upon  them  to  answer  to  the 
country,  for  permitting  Colonel  Mitchell  io  be  ha- 
rassed by  a  lawsuit,  for  an  act  which  was  done  b 
the  discharge  of  duty,  and  in  obedience  to  the  con- 
mand  of  a  superior  officer. 

Why  has  this  matter  rested  for  so  long  a  time, 
until  a  bill  is  predicated  upon  a  recovery  of  a 
judgment  for  $97,000,  in  a  case  where  but  about 
$17,000  of  property  was  lost  ?  Why  has  thit  Ad- 
ministration suffered  the  dignity  of  the  GoverD- 
ment,  the  majesty  of  the  la  v»  to  be  thus  proatrated 
and  outraged  in  the  person  of  a  gallant  officer, 
who  sustained  the  flag  of  his  country  in  time  of 
war?  I  demand,  why  all  thi^,  with  some  of  the  fint 
legal  men  of  the  country  at  the  head  of  that  Ad- 
ministration? 

Sir,  the  blunders  of  the  Administration  were 
sufficiently  apparent  in  tha  unfortunate  Cuiaiipr0»> 
lamation;  in  the  {Prosecution  of  the  Christiana  mu^ 
derers  for  high  treason.  I  Mrill  not  suffer  this  oppo^ 
tunity  to  pass  witliout  calling  the  attention  of  Uve 
House  and  the  country  to  these  matters. 

I  again  invoke  the  attention  and  aid  of  the  legal 
gentlemen  of  this  House  to  the  consideration  (}X 
tnese  momentous  Questions,  and  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat 
on  this  floor,  I  )iave  not  witnessed  with  so  macb 
surprise  and  alarm  any  question  that  has  come  be- 
fore the  House  for  its  action. 

Sir,  let  us  potue  and  consider  well  what  we  are 
doing;,  before  we  sanction  the  doctrines  imbodied 
in  this  bill;  at  least,  let  us  raise  our  voices  and 
j  call  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  facts  and 
principles  involved ,  before  we  sanction  even  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Mitchell,  to  be  regarded 
as  an  acquiescence  in  the  action  of  the  Govern, 
ment. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,]  that  Colonel 
Mitchell  has  no  remedy  other  than  the  passage  of 
this  bill. 

The  gentleman  is  mistaken^;  there  is  not  a  r^ 
spectable  judge  in  Christendom  who  would  not 
order  a  stay  of  execution  in  the  case  admitted, 
if  an  appeal  had  been  perfected  or  a  writ  of  error 
eJloweo.  I  do  not  know  how  this  njatter  has  been 
litigated  if  the  facta  are  as  stated.  A  plea  in  baf 
would  have  raised  the  legal  defence,  or  if  the 
judge  ruled  erroneously  on  the  trial,  a  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions would  have  laid  the  foundation  for  ade- 
quate relief.  And,  sir,  I  repeat,  there  is  not  a 
respectable  judge  in  Christendom  that  would  not 
have  ordered  a  stay  of  execution  upon  -the  judg- 
ment in  Missouri,  until  the  appeal  or  writ  of  error 
had  been  disposed  of. 

The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  I  cannot  belieTe 
that  this  case  is  one  that  should  be  summarily  dis- 
posed of.  Let  us  have  a  full  hearing,  and  place 
responsibility  where  it  property  belongs.         • 

.  Above  all,  let  us  vindicate  the  principles  of  lar, 
which  are  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  Govern- 
ment, and  place  just  responsibility  whers  it  justly 
belongs. 

Sir,  I  shall  shrink  from  no  re^onaibaity,jB 
pWing  upon  the  heads  of  deUoquems  p»op«f  ^ 
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wire,  nor  shall  I  fail  to  call  the  attentton  of  this 
House  and  the  country <,  now,  and  at  all  times,  to 
the  alarming  disclosures  which  seem  to  be  admit- 
ted in  this  case. 

I  desire  to  be  distincUy  understood,  that  I  shall 
give  my  vote  with  great  pleasure  for  a  bill  that 
will  fully  indemnify  Colonel  Mitchell;  and  it  is 
not  my  wish  to  procrastinate  the  passage  of  this 
or  any  suitable  bill  for  that  object.  . 

1  will  now  yield  the  floor  to  ray  honorable  friend 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  for  explanation. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  I  want  to  make 
«  simple  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  S WEETSER.  I  promised  to  yield  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  frbm  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
«nd  [  will  now  yield  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  No  one  was  more  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Emanuel  Harmony,  when  it  was  before  the  House, 
than  mjrself.  I  believed  it  was  a  claim  which  was 
entirely  unjust  and  should  not  have  been  allowed. 
But  a  district  court  of  the  United  States  have 
made  a  investigation  into  this  case,  and  have 
made  a  decision  differently  from  what  I  had  sup- 
posed to  be  the  law,  and  there  has  been  a  judg- 
ment rendered  -afijainst  a  citizen  of  my  own  State. 
If  gentlemen  wui  take  the  pains  to  examine  into 
the  evidence  before  the  House,  they  will  find  that 
all  Colonel  Mitchell  had  to  do  in  the  case  was  this: 
Harmony  had  a  wagon-train  of  goods  proceeding 
to  Chihualiua.  The  officer  in  command,  however, 
thought  fit  to  detain  him — as  the  gentleman  from 
New  Mexico  [Mr.  Weigrtnak]  can  testify — and 
Colonel  Mitchell,  in  obedience  to  that  command, 
did  detain  him.  That  is  all  Colonel  Mitchell  had 
to  do  in  the  matter — that  is  the  extent  of  his  in- 
strumentality in  the  case. 

Now,  as  to  the  question  put  by  the  gentleman 
from  Greorgto,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  court  in  New  York:  I  was  not 
at  the  trial,  and  do  not  know  what  was  the  evi- 
dence produced  in  the  case.  But  I  can  testify, 
from  a  long  acquaintance  with  Colonel  Mitchell, 
that  there  is  not  a  more  honest  or  a  more  gallant 
man  ia  this  whole  land,  than  he.  He  is  as  gallant 
a  man  as  there  is  in  the  country,  and  he  is  as 
honest  as  he  is  gallant.  1  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  in  my  own  mind  Uiat  he  did  just  what  it 
was  his  duty  to  do  in  relation  to  this  case,  and 
there  is  no  sort  of  proof  to  the  contrary.  When 
he  was  about'to  be  sued  by  Harmony,  he  informed 
the  Grovernment  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
being  arraigned  for  the  dischar^  of  his  dutyas 
an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Umted  States.  The 
Government  a]>pointed  an  agent  to  defend  him, 
and  he  eave  himself  no  uneasiness  about  it,  be- 
cause he  supposed  the  Government  was  able  to 
defend  his  case.  But  a  judgment  was  rendered 
against  him  in  New  York.  Upon  that  judgment 
he  was  sued  in  St.  Louis,  ana  a  judgment  was 
recorded  a^nst  him  in  the  Stateof  Missouri,  and 
be  is  now  m  danger  of  being  ruined  for  no  cause 
but  fordoing  his  duty  as  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  Army — for  domg  his  whole  duty  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  country.* 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    There  is  no  man  upon  the 
floor  who  will  bear  testimony  to  the  hiffh  character 
of  Colonel  Mitchell  more  willingly  than  myself. 
I  repeat,  that  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing the  .action  of  the  House  in  relieving  that 
gentleman  from  the  unjust  and  oppressive  judg- 
ment which  has  been  rendered  against  him.    But 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  country  to  the  fact,  that  this  Admin- 
istration has  permitted  a  gallant  officer  of  the  Army 
in  the  war  with  Mexico  to  be  stricken  down  by  a 
iud^ment  against  him,  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
united   States.    I  ask  if  there  is  a  man  in  this 
House  who  will  get  up  and  sanction  the  Adminis- 
tration in  its^  conduct  in  this  n\atter?    As  I  re- 
mariced,  I  do  "not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
this  bill,  but  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  tellii^  this 
Administmtion,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter,  that  if  the  time  has  come  when  an  of- 
ficer, by  obeying  his  superior  in  a  time  of  war, 
and  pteTenting  property  from  faltinj^  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemv,  is,  by  a  form  of  judicial  proceeding 
institated,  aoout  to  be  sacrificed  and  rained — in  a 
case,  too,  where  he  has  done  nothing  but  his  duty 
in  obeying  a  command,  the  disobedience  of  whicn 
would  have  subjected  him  to  infamy  and  disgrace 
— I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise. 
It  becomes  this  House,  k  oecomes  all  the  1^1 
men  of  this  House,  to  declare  to  the  country  what 
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the  course  of  this  Administration  has  been  upon 
this  subject.  This  Administration,  with  all  its 
blunders  in  relation  to  the  Cuban  proclamation, 
and  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Christiana  murderers 
for  treason,  has  enough  to  answer  for.  if,  with 
the  distin^ished  man  at  its  head,  this  Administra- 
tion permits  the  rights  of  an  officer  to  be  trampled 
on  in  this  manner,  I  say  that  it  becomes  this 
House  to  protest  against  it  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  and  to  take  such  action,  as  wiU  place  the 
facts  before  the  country,  and  let  the  responsibility 
fall  where  it  properly  belongs.  The  act  of  Colonel 
Mitchell  was  the  act  of  the  Government. 

I  have  no  wish  to  protract  the  debate  at  this 
time.  My  desire  Has  been  to  vindicate  right  and 
principle  Karlessly.    I  will  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  have  but  a 
few  words  to  say.  The  question  for  us  to  deter- 
mine is  not  whether  the  President  has  done  wrong, 
or  whether  the  Administration  is  to  be  censur^ 
or  not;  but  it  is,  whether  Colonel  Mitchell,  who  is 
about  to  sufl*er  great  pecuniary  loss  in  this  matter, 
shall  be  relieved  or  not.  That  is  tlie  question, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  travel  from  it  in  reply  to 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio.  But  I  would  asK  that 
gentleman,  in  all  candor,  wherein  or  how  is  the 
President  to  blame? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Is  the  Administration  to 
blame,  then? 

Mr.  SWEETSER,    I  think  so. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  How?  1  ask  the  gentle- 
man, how?  Is  the  Administmtion  to  blame  for 
what  your  courts  do?  Is  the  Administration  to 
be  held  responsible  for  your  district  attorneys, 
even  if  they  have  not  done  right?  I  ask,  has  not 
the  Administration  done  all  which  is  in  its  power 
to  do  when  it  has  furnished  the  judges,  the  jurors, 
and  the  lawyers,  for  trying  the  case? 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man with  great  pleasure.  It  may  be,  as  he  claims, 
that  the  Administration  may  be  excused  upon  the 
giround  that  by  furnishing  the  means  of  defence  it 
has  done  all  it  ought  to  do;  but  there  is  a  want  of 
attention,  a  negligence  somewhere,  or  the  rights 
of  this  officer  would  not  have  been  permitted  thus 
to  be  violated. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  is  only  re- 
peating what  he  said  before. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  Well,  I  will  come  direcUy 
to  the  point.  The  fact  is,  that  the  district  attorney 
or  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  had  control  of  the 
appointment  of  couns€>l  to  defend  Colonel  Mitchell 
in  this  case,  and  I  will  not  yield  to  any  man  that 
he  could  not  have  employed  such  counsel  as  would 
have  prevented  such  a  judgment  as  was  rendered 
in  this  case,  and  therefore  I  say  the  Administra- 
tion is  responsible  in  the  matter,  for  there  are 
merits  in  the  case  which  no  lawyer  will  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Very  well;  the  gentleman 
rises  and  says  there  were  merits  in  the  case  which 
no  lawyer  in  this  House  will  question,  and  if  the 
case  had  been  properly  presented,  that  judgment 
would  never  have  i»een  rendered.  Now!  am  not 
prepared  thus  to  appear  before  this  House.  I  am 
not  prepared  voluntarily  to  rise  up  and  say,  that 
there  are  pruiciplee  and  merits  in  this  case,  or  any 
other  case,  which  has  been  decided  by  any  court 
of  the  United  States,  which  shows  that  it  wtxa  de- 
cided wrong;  and  that  no  lawyer  will  question  the 
error  of  the  decision.  In  this  case  I  am  far  from 
affirming,  that  no  lawyer  will  call  in  question  the 
impropriety  and  error  of  the  court.  If  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed,  this  case  vras  decided  by  an  able 
judge,  after  mature  argument  by  able  counsel. 
Governor  Marcy  was  the  counsel  for  Colonel 
Mitchell.  He  is  a  man  of'unquestionable  ability. 
He  was  Secretary  of  War  at  the  very  time  when 
the  trespass  was  committed.  He  must  have 
known  whether  Colonel  Mitchell  was  acting  under 
authority  or  not.  Does  it  become  me,  or  any 
member  on  this  floor,  to  stand  here  and  say,  tliat 
Gk)vemor  Marcy  would  stand  by  and  assent  to,  or 
yield  to,  by  not  excepting  to  any  jud^^ent 
founded  upon  principles  which  any  lawyer  in  this 
House  would  say  was  an  outrage  ?  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is, 
ne  can  do  so — I  am  not.  But  the  Administration 
were  certainly  not  remiss  where  the  interests  of 
the  public  were  in  Governor  Marcy  *s  hands.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  that  that  distinguished 
lawyer  and  statesman  aid  not  conduct  this  case 
with  his  known  ability  and  fidelity.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  he  failed  to  do  his  9uty,  or 


that  the  judges  were  corrupt,  or  that  the  district 
attorney  was  corrupt,  or  that  the  jury  was  corrupt. 
I  am  not  here  to  make  such  charges;  nor  do  I 
arise  now  to  the  correctness  of  the  judi^roent  ren- 
dered. That  question  is  not  before  the  House. 
All  that  is  properly  submitted  to  us  is,  whether 
Colonel  Mitchell  is  entitled  to  the  relief  asked? 
The  judgment,  whether  properly  or  improperly 
rendered,  is  about  to  be  enforced.  A  gallant  and 
faithful  officer  is  about  to  be  ruined,  for  an  act  done 
in  the  public  service,  and  for  what  was  thought  to 
he  the  public  good;  and  the  only  question  now  be- 
fore us  is,  whether  we  will  see  him  ruined  by  this 
loss,  or  let  it  be  borne  by  the  public?  It  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  bill  pass  speedily;  and  the 
only  point  now  before  us  is.  Shall  the  bill  be  put 
upon  its  passage?  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  ob- 
ject to  letting  us  have  a  vote  upon  it.  This  requires 
unanimous  consent.  If  a  vote  is  now  allowed  to 
be  taken,  gentlemen  can  vote  as  they  please  upon 
its  merits.  If  any  gentleman  is  opposed  to  it,  let 
him  vole  against  it.  What  I  wont  is,  that  the 
House,  by  unanimous  consent,  may  be  allowed  to 
pass  at  tliis  time  upon  its  merits.  I  see  no  reason 
for  delay.  I  think  we  ought  to  vote,  and  vote 
now.  And  for  myself,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  rise  for  thepurpose  of  making 
a  suggestion,  more  to  get  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Stephens]  in  relation  to  it 
than  anything  else,  and  to  satisfy  myself -with  re- 
gard to  iu  It  seems  to  me,  if  the  district  court  of 
New  York  was  right  in  the  judgment  it  pronounced 
that  Mitchell  acted  not  by  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  he  was  a  wrong-doer  individu- 
ally. But  if  that  decision  was  an  erroneous  one 
upon  principles  of  law,  then  I  will  vote  for  his  re- 
lief; but  if  he  was  forced  to  act  in  obedience  to 
lawful  authority,  then  it  was  an  act  which  would 
bar  recovery  a|;ainst  him.  But  it  seems  the  court 
thought  he  did  act  without  authority.  If  he 
acted  from  authority,  the  United  States  is  the 
wroog-doer,  and  not  Colonel  Mitchell;  and  the 
only  remedy  for  the  party  aggrieved  is  by  appli- 
cation to  this  Government.  But  Mr.  Harmony 
prefers  to  bring  his  action  against  Colonel  Mitch- 
ell as  an  individual  trespasser;  and  the  court  by 
its  judgment — taking  things  prima  facie,,  for  I  do 
not  say  the  judgment  was  correct — has  decided 
that  Colonel  Mitchell  acted  not  as  the  agent  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  The  gentleman  has  misuiken 
the  principle.  A  person  inj ured  has  always  a  righ t 
to  look  to  the  individual  trespasser  for  compensa- 
tion, although  he  may  have  committed  the  tres- 
pass by  tlie  authority  of  his  principal.  An  act  of 
trespass  is  always  ilfegal,  ana—: — 

Mr.  MEADE.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  proceed.  I  speak  more  for  information  than 
anything  else.  I  am  not  inclined  to  concede  the  po- 
sition taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Toombs.]  I.  cannot  give  ^he  authorities,  but  our 
books  are  full  of  cases  of  this  sort.  I  will  re- 
fer to  a  case  against  Commodore  Stockton,  where 
the  owner  of  a  vessel,  a  few  years  ago,  sued  him 
for  seizing  his  vessel  as  a  slaver,  somewhere  upon 
the  African  coast.  In  addition  to  his  case,  there 
is  one  now  pending  before  this  Congress,  where 
Lieutenant  Biscombe  was  sued  for  seizing  a  sla- 
ver, or  one  suspected  of  being  a  slaver,  and  bring- 
ing her  to  the  United  States.  A  libel  was  filed 
against  the  vessel,  and  the  case  was  dismissed  by 
the  district  attorney  of  Massachusetts,  as  was  also 
the  case  in  the  action  against  Commodore  Stock- 
ton. Upon  the  dismissal  of  the  libel,  a  suit  was 
instituted  against  Lieutenant  Biscombe,  in  the  one 
and  against  Commodore  Stockton,  in  the 


case, 


other,  and  the  parties  failed  to  recover  damages, 
because  the  officers  were  considered  by  the  court 
as  having  probable  cause  of  suspicion,  and  having 
acted  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Government. 
The  cases  failed  upon  the  ground  that  the  Lieu- 
tenant, in  the  one  case,  ana  the  Commodore  in 
the  other,  were  acting  by  authority,  and  the  indi- 
viduals aggrieved  had  no  redress. 

The  court  decided  in  those  cases  that  the  plain- 
tifif  could  not  recover  against  the  officers  of  Grov- 
ernment, acting  by  its  authority.  And  those  offi- 
cers, having  expended  their  individual  means  in  the 
defence  of  the  actions  brought  against  them,  ap- 
plied here  to  obtain  redress.  Commodore  Stock- 
ton was  paid  the  costs  of  his  suit  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  we  are  prepared  to  report  a  bill  to  re- 
imburse to  Lieutenant  Biscombe  the  like  expenses. 
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Now,  is  the  position  true  or  not,  that  if  an  officer 
acts  in  obedience  to  the  lawful  insiruciioim  of  his 
Gk>vernment,  he  ialiahle  to  a  suit,  an  an  individual, 
for  acls  committed  under  these  instructions?  The 
inferior  officer  is  bound  to  obey  the  commands  of 
ins  superior.  The  superior  officer  is  presumed  to 
act  with  authority:  and  if  he  acts  by  authority,  I 
undertake  to  lay  down  the  position  that  he  U  in- 
demnified against  the  consequences  arising  out  of 
his  obedience  to  his  ordera. 

A  Voice.  Suppose  a  superior  exceeds  his  au- 
thority ? 

Mr.  MEADE.  If  a  superior  exceeds  his  au- 
thority, then  the  case  is  a  different  one.  Do  I 
understand  this  is  the  case  at  bar?  If  Colonel 
Doniphan  exceeded  Iii»*  authority,  and  thereby 
get  Colonel  Mitchell  into  a  scrape,  I  should  vote 
to  relieve  Colonel  Mitchell. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    That  was  the  case. 

Mr,  MEADE.  The  question  arises,  was  Colo- 
nel Doniphan  authorizeJ  to  issue  the  order  to  Col- 
onel Mitchell?  If  he  was,  then  I  say  the  United 
States  is  responsible  for  the  trespass,  and  not  the 
officer. 

A  Voice.     That  is  the  case. 

Mr.  MEADE.  If  he  did  not,  and  if  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  is  an  erroneous  one;  if'^they 
ought  to  have  found  in  favor  of  Mitchell,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  was  acting  in  obedience  to  author- 
ity, .  I  should  be  in  favor  of  relievinff  Colonel 
Mitchell,  and  in  favor  of  this  bill,  unless  it  be 
made  pei-fectly  manifest  that  he  acted  wrongfully, 
wiiliout  authority,  and  under  circumstances  which 
did  not  justify  him. 

I  believe  1  shall  vote  for  the  bill  after  investi- 
gating tlie  facts  and  merits  of  the  case.  But  there 
seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
facts  and  merits,  and  I  am  m  favor  of^  inquiring 
into  them,  as  they  have  been  imperfectly  related 
by  the  different  speakers,  and  not  with  that  detail 
which  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  come  to  a  cor- 
rect decision.  I  would  rather  look  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  before  I  vote,  because  I 
do  not  wish,  by  hastily  passing  a  bill  of  this  .«»ort, 
set  the  example,  and  say  that  an  officer,  who,  in 
obedience  to  nis  instructions,  commits  a  trespass, 
and  is  afterwards  sued  for  it,  and  mifke  some  loose 
defence  of  his  case,  or  neglects  it,  is  justified  in 
coming  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  indemnity.  I  wish  by  a  scrutiny  of  this  case 
to  put  those  officers  upon  their  guard,  and  require 
them  to  make  every  defence  that  is  necessary,  and 
that  they  can  possibly  make.  If  Colonel  Mitchell 
has  done  this  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  and 
to  the  Government,  I  will  vote  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  inclined  to  vole  for  the  bill, 
if  I  can,  by  one  or  two  appropriate  answers,  get  a 
little  difficulty  out  of  the  way.  I  want  to  vote 
knowingly.    I  think  that  by  asking  one  or  two 

?uestions  I  can  get  the  information  I  desire.  Did 
understand — f  regret  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  is  not  in 
his  seat — did  I  understand  him  to  say  that  this 
man  was  before  the  last  Congress  for  relief? 

Mr.  PHELPS.    No. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  My 
understanding  was,  that  Colonel  Mitchell  asked 
relief  at  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  No.  Mr.  Harmony  ajiplied 
for  relief  at  the  last  Congress, not  Colonel  Mitchell. 

Mr.  COBB.  That  is  the  man.  That  is  one  of 
the  branches  I  would  hke  to  have  explained. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  will  answer 
as  I  understand  it.  He  applied  to  Congre.S8  for 
relief.     He  thought  he^had  been  outraged. 

Mr.  COBB.    Not  Colonel  Mitchell? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    No;  Mr.  Harmony. 

Mr.  COBB.     I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Harmony  would  not  await 
the  action  of  Congress  but  sued  Colonel  Mitchell, 
and  i-ccovere*!  against  him. 

Mr.  CORB.  Another  question.  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  Colonel  Mitchell  obtained  possession 
of  a  portion  of  these  goods  and  made  use  of  them. 
Is  that  so? 

Mr.  PHELPS.    No,  no— that  is  not  h6. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  gla3  of  that.  [Laughter.] 
I  have  always  been  disposed  to  tread  lightly  when 
I  could  not  see  the  ground  upon  which  Twas  goine  i 
to  tread.  When  this  question  was  first  presented 
my  impulse  was — as  my  impulses  always  are  to 
do  justice  tf>  every  individual  coming  here  and 
aiking  for  relief— to  vote  for  the  bill  instantane- 
ously.   My  mind  was  misdirected,  and  T  am  glad 


now  .to  know  tliat  it  was,  for  without  the  infor- 
mation I  have  obtained  from  the  inquiries  I  have 
propounded,  I  should  have  been  obliged  to  vote  to 
refer  the  bill  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  fbrther  in- 
formation. Gentlemen  will  allow  me  to  say  it  is 
my  policy,  whenever  a  case  is  presented  here — 
one  which  I  believe  to  be  meritorious — to  give  it 
speedy  consideration,  rather  than  to  throw  it  into 
that  vortex  whence  nothing  comes  out.  I  want 
direct  action  upon  the  bill  and  1  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Allow  me  to  say  that  a  point 
of  law  was  raised  in  the  case  of  Harmony  vs. 
Mitchell,  which  was  fully  discussed,  and  ]  do  not 
understand  the  court  as ^Minciio.ning  the  law  as  laid 
down  by  the  learned  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs.]  The  c»ae  was  this:  It  was  not 
one  of  immediate  pressing  necessity.  This  man 
Harmony  was  on  his  way  to  Mexico  with  goods, 
contained  in  wagons,  and  Colonel  Doninhan,  in 
the  exercise  of  bis  military  discretion ,  deciaed  that, 
if  those  goods  should  come  into  the  possession  of 
the  Mexicans,  as  they  would  be  likely  to  do,  they 
would  aid  them  essentially  in  their  defence,  and 
he  ordered  Colonel  Mitchell,  with  his  command, 
whatever  it  was,  to  take  possession  of  the  goods 
in  order  to  prevent  that  catastrophe.  The  justifi- 
cation was  a  military  one.  Every  military  man 
considered  it  a  justification.  He  was  doin§:  his 
duty  as  a  soldier,  and  he  would  have  been  liable 
to  punishment  and  febuke  if  he  faltered.  But  the 
court  says  this  is  not — looking  at  it  in  a  technical 
point  of  view — a  case  of  immediate  necessity,  and 
that  that  is  the  test  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
party.  The  question  of  law  is  raised  before  the 
court,  argued  before  them,  and  decided  upon  that 
ground.  1  suppose  it  is  technical  law,  and  it  is  a 
hard  law,  against  the  effects  of  which  this  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  saved,  and  saved  at  once.  It  is 
perfectly  manifest,  let  me  say  in  addition,  that  the 
Government  took  the  responsibility  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sweetser]  is  right  in  saving  that  the  Administra- 
tion is  in  fault,  the  sins  of^the  Administration  ought 
not  to  be  visited  upon  this  military  officer. 

The  Government  recognized  the  right  of  tliis 
man;  recooiized  the  propriety  of  his  petition,  and 
authorized  the  legal  officer  to  appear  before  the 
New  York  tribunal,  and  make  a  defence.  If  there 
is  any  fault  in  not  taking  a  bill  of  exceptions,  it  is 
not  tnai  of  this  soldier,  who  should  not  be  visited 
with  the  faults  of  the  lawyers  or  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

If  we  do  not  defend  this  man,  it  will  be  very 
much  like  a  case  in  the  English  books,  where  a  very 
grave  matter  was  debated  before  the  courts  in 
regard  to  a  capital  offence,  and  the  authorities  say 
the  judges  never  publicly  proclaimed  their  opinion, 
but  the  prisoner  was  hung. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  decision  of 
this  case  by  the  court,  I  understand  to  be  upon  the 
ground  stated  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  and 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Walsh] 
seems  to  think  was  an  error,  aa  also  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mkade.J  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
there  and  pleaded  the  inpt ructions  under  which  he 
acted,  and  the  court  in  New  York  held  that  such 
a  plea  was  no  justification,  and  overruled  it;  and 
in  doing  so  sustained  the  principle  that  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Toombs]  states — that  is,  tliat  it  is  no 
plea,  and  no  justification,  and  that  he  is  liable  alone 
as  an  individual. 

I  did  not  intend,  in  the  remarks  1  made,  to  be 
diverted  into  an  argument  upon  the  merits  of  this 
case.  Hence  I  arose  barefy  to  present  to  this 
House  a  naked  case  to  let  them  look  at.  Here  is 
a  man  injured,  whethes  rightfully  or  wrongfully; 
and  he  comes  here  witli  cleon  hands  himself,  and 
the  question  is,  Shall  this  House  grant  relief?  I 
hope  this  bill  may  be  put  upon  its  passage,  and 
then  we  can  vote  as  we  please. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  c^ill  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Let  the  Chair  first  ask  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  put  the  bill 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  object  is  to  prevent  fur- 
ther debate. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  As  1  made  the  motion  to  refer, 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  a  word. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  will  withdraw  my  call  for 
the  previous  question  if  the  gentleman  will  re-  | 
new  it.  I 

Mr.  DANIEL.     I  will,  sir.     I  did  not  intend  j 
to  commit  myself  against  the  bill  by  the  motion  ' 


I  made  to  refer,  but  I  did  think  that  in  a  case  in- 
volving so  large  an  amount  of  money  the  House 
should  have  tlic  responsibility  of  a  committee  as 
to  the  facts.    Gentlemen  tliink  they  know  soror- 
thing  about  the  facta,  but  they  may  l>e  mistaken. 
One  of  my  objects  was  to  have  all  the  factn  rela- 
tive to  the  bill  placed  before  the  House.    If  tho«« 
stated  here  should  be  ascertained  to  be  true  by  a 
committee,  I  would  not  oppose  the  bill;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  would  willingly  vote  for  it.     Therefore 
it  is  that  I  cannot  withdraw  my  motion.    lu  ac- 
cordance with  the  promise  I  made  the  gentlemau 
from  Alabama,  I  will  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Thecall  for  the  previous  question  wassbconded, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  he  put. 
The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  order 
ing  the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time? 

Mr.  MEADE.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  refw 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
state  of  the  Union.' 

Several  Members.  Let  us  vote!  Let  the  hill 
be  put  upon  its  passage ! 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
objection  having  been  made  to  the  engi'ossraent 
of  the  bill,  under  the  rules,  it  must  co  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  otthe  Union. 

Mr.  MEADE.  My  object  in  rising  just  now, 
was  to  enter  a  protest  against  hasty  legislation  in 
matters  of  this  sort. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  Chair  thinks  debate  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  MEADE.  The  testimony  around  me  is 
so  ^reat  in  favor  of  the  equity  of  this  claim,  that 
I  will  not  make  the  motion  I  had  intended.  I  am 
willing  that  the  bill  shall  be  ])assed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  Knowing  as  little 
as  we  do  about  tliat  bill,  I  am  not  willing  that  it 
shall  be  passed,  and  object  to  iui  being  engrossed. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  who  ha« 
made  the  objection ,  t<»  move  it  be  the  special  order 
for  some  day. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  It  cannot  be  done  except 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  theopinion, 
that  the  bill  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  STANTON.     I  wiQidraw  my  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  objected  to  by  -vveral 
members.  The  bill  will  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

CONGRESSIONAL  LIBRARY  ROOM. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House,  Senate 
bill  No.  184,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
repairing  of  the  Congressional 'Library  room  lately 
destroyed  by  fire." 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  the  general  consent 
of  the  House  that  that  bill  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  commit- 
tee should  beaulborized  in  some  form  or  the  other, 
at  the  present  time,  to  issue  their  proposals. 

Mr.  ORR  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
it  was  read. 

Mr.  OKR.  1  have  heard  enough  of  it  to  insist 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  hope  thi« 
bill  will  not  be  committed. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  must  go  there  when  objection  i» 
made. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  hope  you  will  withdrew 
your  objection. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  cannot. 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  will  Uien  stale  a  few  rea- 
sons why  it  ought  not  to  go  tliere,  in  the  hope  thai 
it  will  induce  members  of  the  House  to  consent  to 
take  it  up  at  an  early  day.  , 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order,  i 
have  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  bill  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  ine 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  it  be  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  object.  I 
am  opposed  to  all  toecial  orders.  A  majority  oj 
the  committee  can  take  it  up  when«^'e^  they  wwn 
without  its  being  made  a  special  order. 

THE  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Houm  the 
following  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  ^o-  ''• 
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"A  resolution  to  auihoruie  the  continuance  of  the 
work  iii>on  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol;'*  which 
was  reiid  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  make  the 
sHine  request  of  the  House  with  reference  to  this 
reflolutit>n.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  tliat  it 
be  put  upon  its  passage.  It  is  exceedingly  im- 
portant that  it  should  be  done;  because  if  this 
small  aj>propriation  is  not  speedily  made,  the  work 
on  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  must,  necessarily, 
remain  in  its  present  condition  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  winter.  The  bill  only  proposes  to  appro- 
priate $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  employing  work- 
men to  do  that  description  of  work  which  can  iie 
done  duringthc  winter^  and  to  keep  them  employed 
until  the  regular  appropriations  shall  be  maae.  1  f 
the  IIouHe  will  permit  roe,  I  will  send  to  the  Chair 
to  be  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, which  shows  the  necessity  of  tne  appropria- 
tion. 

Mjr.  ORR.  My  recollection  is,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation  was  appointed  a  few  days 
since,  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
work  had  been  done  upon  these  wings  to  the 
Capitol.  There  have  been  allegations  made  that 
the  work  is  of  such  an  insufficient  and  unsubstan- 
tial character,  and  composed  of  such  material,  that 
it  mi»y  be  necessary  to  take  the  whole  of  it  down. 
I  inquire  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee  if  he 
has  made  any  progress  in  the  investigation.^ 

Mr.  STANTON.  The  chairman  [Mr.  Mc- 
Nair]  is  not  present,  but  I  will  take  occasion  to 
answer  for  him.  That  committee  is  now  proceed- 
ing with  the  investigation.  It*  will  terminate,  I 
have  no  doubt,  in  about  two  weeks.  I  will  state, 
that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  result  of  that  in- 
vestigation— whether  they  determine  the  founda- 
tions are  strong  enough  or  not — this  appropria- 
tion will  be  expended  in  a  way  as  not  at  all  to 
be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  ORR.  Not  if  the  whole  foundation  is  to 
be  taken  up .' 

Mr.  STANTON.  Not  if  the  whole  foundation 
has  to  be  taken  up. 
Mr.  ORR.  How  is  it  to  be  expended  ?  - 
M  r.  STANTON.  In  dressing  stone  which  can 
be  used  in  any  other  foundation,  if  it  shall  be  deci- 
ded to  take  down  the  present  one.  I  have  no  idea, 
1  do  not  believe  any  practical  man  in  the  city  of 
Washin^on  has  any  idea  other  than  that  the  in- 
vestigation will  result  in  the  declaration  by  the 
committee  that  the  foundations  are  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  any  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  ORR.  The  objection  urged  by  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania,  who  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  committee,  was  that  the  stone  was  of 
sn  unsubstantial  character.  I  therefore  think  it 
proper  that  the  consideration  of  this  resolution 
should  be  postponed  until  we  have  the  report  of 
that  oonunittee. 

M  r.  McNAI  R.  The  committee  have  appointed 
Professor  Johnson  to  examine  the  stone,  and  have 
directed  him  to  report  to  them  its  strength,  its  ca- 
pability of  sustaining  the  superstructure,  and  its 
povirer  to  resist  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere. 
He  says  that  he  will  report  in  about  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  committee  are  still  progressing  with 
the  testimony,  which  will  in  a  short  time  be  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  arrest  thifl  discus- 
sion if  can  do  so. 

The. SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  at 
this  sta^e  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  can  discuss  all  of  these 
subjects  legitimately  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Will  the  gentleman  with- 
draw his  objection  for  a  moment,  that  Uie  chair- 
man of  the  committee  may  proceed  to  inform  the 
House  how  far  the  investigation  has  progressed  ? 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  McNAIR.  We  have  proceeded  in  the  in- 
vestigation by  examining  some  five  or  six  wit- 
nesses. The  testimony  is  various.  We  will  meet 
again  on  this  day  week,  to  examine  the  subject 
still  further.    We  are  still  in  doubt  about  the  mat 

ter. 

Mr.  ORR.  How  long  before  the  committee  will 
be  likely  to  submit  a  report } 

Mr.  McNAlR.  It  will  be,  I  suppose,  about 
four  weeks,  if  Mr.  Johnson  reports  previous  to 
that  time,  which  I  suppose  he  will  do. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  the 
gentleman  that  this  bUi  containing  an  appiropria* 
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tion,  must  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  if  objection  be 
made,  which  the  Chair  understands  has  been  al- 
ready done  in  this  case. 

The  question  was  then .  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  on  tlie 
state  of  the  Union. 

COLONEL  MITCHELL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
1  move  trj  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the'bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  or  con- 
nider  it,  but  let  it  remain,  that  the  committee  may 
take  it  up  at  some  other  time. 

§ENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing bills  from  the  Senate,  which  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  and  second  time  by  their  tides, 
and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

No.  25.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  severaj 
acts  of  Congress  providing  for  the  better  security 
of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  pro- 
pelled in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

No.  202.  An  act  authorizing  new  registers  to 
the  American-built  ship  Obed  Mitchell.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

No.  209.  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
the  United  States  district  courts  in  Alabama,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS,  ETC. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  bill  in  order  is  a 
bill  of  the  House  to  regulate  the  pubUcation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  public  advertise- 
ments, whi<*h  was  reported  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not 
pass;  and  tlie  question  pending  is  tlie  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr^  Harris]  to  lay 
the  bill  upon  the  table,  and  upon  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  iuive  been  ordered. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Harris]  if  he  will  not  have  the 
goodness  to  withdraw  his  motion }  I  have  some 
facts  in  relation  to  the  cost  of  publication  of  the 
laws,  which  I  desire  to  present. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Let  us  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  by  imaniraous  consent,  and  finish  up 
the  bounty  land  bill,  or  the  bill  referred  a  few  min- 
utes since  in  regard  to  Colonel  Mitchell.  I  mov^ 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  do 
that. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  [Mr,  Smart]  will  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SMART.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the 
House  that  I  presented  some  views  in  relauon  to 
this  subject  a  few  days  ago.  The  subject  came  ! 
up  unexpectedly,  and  I  had  not  prepared  myself 
with  such  facta  as  1  deemed  necessary  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Qouse,  and  which  I  wish  to  pre- 
sent now  briefly,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may 
not  have  understood  the  character  of  this  bill.  1 
desire,  in  the  first  place,  t6  state  what  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill  is:  It  provides  for  the  publication  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  two  papers  having 
the  largest  circulation  in  each  Congressional  dis- 
trict; and  alao  provides  that  the  puolic  advertise- 
ments, whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  publish 
them  in  any  Congressional  district,  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  tne  same  papers.  That  is  the  propo- 
sition ,  and  the  objection  to  it  seemed  to  oe  the 
expense.  That  was  the  great  objection  urged 
upon  the  House,  and  in  relation  to  that  I  have 
something  io  say.  I  desire  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  facts  which  I  shall  present.  I  do  j 
not  now  address  myself  to  tlie  country,  but  to  the  | 
House.  I  will  show  what  will  be  the  expense  un-  ' 
der  tliis  plan  of  publication.  Counted  together, 
the  Congressional  districts  and  Territories  amount 
to  two  Hundred  and  thirty-eight.  Two  newspa- 
pers in  each  district  and  Territory  will  amount  to 
four  hundred  and  seventy-six.  Add  four  papers 
in  this  District,  and  fou  make  the  total  amount 
four  hundred  and  eighty.  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Department  of  State,  showinc  the  expense  of  pub- 
lishing the  Laws  for  tlie  Thirty-first  Congress, 
which  I  will  read: 
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Dbpartmext  or  Statk, 
WA«niMOTON,  9th  July,  1€>51. 
Sir  :  I  sni  directed  fo  acknowledfte  the  receipt  of  yxmr 
letter  of  the  97th  ultimo,  addressed  tn  the  Secretary  of 
Stute ;  and  in  reply  to  Uic  inquiriev  therein  contained,  to 
infonn  you  tliat.^:^4  wa.H  allowed  to  the  publishers  of  each 
newspnner  for  publishing  the  law!«,  &c.,  of  the  HrBt  session, 
and  J»93  Uie  second  nession  of  the  Thirty-first  Congress. 
No  conipensotiou  is  allowed  to  the  publishers. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedietu  servant, 

WM.  C.  ZANTZINGER,  ^gent. 

The  average  annual  amount  of  cost,  therefore, 
would  be  ^158  50  to  each  paper. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  is  that  a  letter  from  the  State  Depart- 
meiit? 

Mr.  SMART.  It  is  a  letter  from  the  State  De- 
]>arti>ient. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  evidently  an  error 
in  the  statement.  1  do  not  say  the  gentleman  has 
committed  it,  but  there  is  error  somewhere,  for  I 
know  the  expense  is  greater  than  that. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  will  say  that  the  gentleman  is 
wholly  mistaken .  The  statement  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  correct,  for  i  found  the  expense  in  the 
Blue  Book. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  ex- 
tract is  a  C4>rrect  one. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  will  state  that  I  looked  into 
the  Blue  Book,  and  I  found  the  expense  put  down 
the  same  there  as  I  have  stated.  Then  I  say  that 
the  whole  expense  of  pubhcation  upon  this  basis, 
under  this  bill,  would  be  $76,080,  and  no  more. 
This  would  oe  the  whole  expense  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  in  the  newspapers  under  this  plan. 
And  now  when  we  are  callea  upon  to  enact  thia 
bill,  gentlemen  rise  up  here  ana  complain  of  the 
expense.  They  talk  of  the  great  expenditures  of 
Government  which  will  be  involved  in  the  publi- 
cation of  these  Laws !  But,  sir.  Congress  expends 
a  vast  deal  more  money  in  many  other  respects. 
What  is  the  expenditure  for  the  benefit  of  indi- 
viduals ?  This  House  appropriates  annually,  for 
books  which  go  to  its  members — to  the  use  of  the 
l^al  profession  and  officers  in  this  country,  a 
sum  exceeding  $100,000.  So  much  for  expendi- 
tures for  the  benefit  of  individuals.  Now,  when 
?rou  come  to  the  expenditure  of  merely  ^76,000 
or  disseminating  information  of  the  most  import- 
at^  character  among  all  classes  of  the  people,  it 
is  thought  to  be  a  very  extraordmary  proceeding:. 
I  have  some  facts  showing  the  kinil  of  distribu- 
tion which  is  made  of  the  laws  of  the  United 

Mr.  CARTTER.  What  is  the  aggregate 
amoimt  of  the  expenses  -of  {publication,  as  made 
by  youV  investigation? 

Mr.  SMART.  Seventy-six  thousand  dollars.  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoube  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  hand- 
somely bound,  under  the  law  of  1846.  I  mean 
Little  and  Brown's  edition.  They  were  distribu- 
ted as  follows:  First,  to  the  President  and  Vice- 
President;  second,  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States;  third,  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments;  fourth,  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States;  fifth,  to  Foreign  Qovemments; 
sixth,  to  the  library  of  Congress;  seventh,  to  the 
Law  Library;  eighth,  to  Committees  of  Congress; 
ninth,  to  District  Judges  and  Clerks;  tenUi,  to 
Judges  and  Clerks  of  Territories;  eleventh,  to 
Collectors  of  Customs;  twelfth,  to  Sur>'eyors  of 
Customs;  thirteenth,  to  Land  Officers;  fourteenth, 
to  Foreign  Ministers;  fifteenth,  to  Navy- Yards, 
Naval  Schools,  and  West  Point  Academy. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Do  these  books  be- 
come, the  property  of  the  individuals  ? 

Mr.  SMART.  I  was  al>out  to  say,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  not  interrupted  me,  that  these  Laws 
handsomely  bound,  are  distributed  to  these  indi- 
viduals for  their  use,  while  in  office,  under  a  law  of 
the  United  States.  And  I  will  add,  that  they  are 
better  able  to  purchase  them  thar  thousands  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  who  hold  no  office. 
While  you  have  made  this  distribution  of  the 
Laws  in  handsome  volumes  to  these  officials,  will 
you  refuse  to  send  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
in  some  proper  form,  to  the  people  ?  That  is  the 
question  1  put  to  the  House.  Gentlemen  seem  to 
think  that  no  publicationof  the  Laws  in  the  public 
press  is  necessary.  Do  they  go  for  placing  the 
Laws  only  upon  the  shelves  of  the  profession  and 
the  desks'of  politicians  and  office  holders? 

But  there  is  another  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  How  much  money, 
do  gentlemen  suppose,  is  expended  here  upon  the 
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printers  of  this  city?  Why  you  expend,  on  an 
average,  |300,000  annually  upon  the  printers  and 
publiSiers  of  this  city,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
paid  to  them  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  and 
public  advertisements.  And  yet,  when  I  propose 
to  expend  $76,000  among  the  printers  of  the  wnole 
country — ^to  the  most  healthy  portion  of  the 
American  press,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
people,  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  it  is  an  ex- 
orbitant expenditure.  I  hold  that  an  expenditure 
which  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  is  a  wise 
and  ^ood  expenditure.  I  hold  that  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  is  the  solid  basis  of  the  republican 
institution^  of  this  country,  and  that  any  expend- 
iture which  is  made  to  disseminate  information 
and  light  among  the  people,  is  a  wholesome  and 
proper  expenditure.  Show  the  people  your  laws 
and  they  will  see  where  to  apply  the  knife  of  re- 
trenchment— they  will  make  good  use  of  the  in- 
formation you^ve  them.  The  bill  before  us,  I 
admit,  adds  a  hule  to  the  expense  of  Government, 
but  it  will,  in  the  end,  lead  to  retrenchment. 

But  further:  the  present  publication  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States  is  absurd — totally  absurd. 
What  is  it  ?  You  provide  for  the  publication  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States  in  two  newspapers  in 
each  State — in  two  papers  in  tlie  great  State  of 
Ohio,  for  instance,  and  m  two  papers  in  the  State 
of  Delaware.    You  not  only  make  an  arbitrary 

groviaion  for  the  e|[]ual  circulation  of  the  Laws  in 
lates  with  populations  greatly  varying  in  amoimt, 
but  you  do  more — you  confine  it  to  a  partjr.  When 
the  Whigs  are  in  power  you  give  the  circulation 
entirely  to  the  Whigs,  and  when  any  other  party 
is  in  power,  you  give  it  entirely  to  that  party. 
I  say,  then,  that  the  circulation  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States,  as  at  present  provided,  is  totally 
absurd.  Why,  what  is  the  circulation  of  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  that  State?  C  have  some 
information  on  that  subject,  which  I  suppose  is 
nearly  correct,  for  I  obtajned  it  from  a  fs^entleman 
belonging  to  Ohio.  I  understand  that  Ohio  pub- 
lishes her  own  Laws  in  two  papers  in  each  county. 
I  understand  further,  that  tnere  are  some  eighty 
counties  in  the  State,  and  that  the  Laws  are  pub- 
lished in  something  like  one  hundred  and  fiAy 
papers  in  the  State  of  Ohio  alone,  at  an  expense 
of  about  $12,000.  That  is  what  Ohio  does;  a«d 
if  you  take  her  circulation  of  the  Laws  as  an  i^- 
erage,  it  would  cost  $125,000  to  publish  the  Lawa 
of  the  several  States  of  the  Union.  The  States 
feel  it  important  that  their  laws  should  be  pub- 
lished; and  if  Ohio  and  other  States  can  afford  as 
much  as  I  have  stated  to  publish  their  Laws,  I 
think  the  Government  of  the  United  States  might 
afford  to  pay  $76,000  for  the  publication  of  the 
Laws  of  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 

Sir,  is  it  a  fact  that  the  laws  we  make  here  are 
of  no  importance?  We  come  here  and  sit  in 
grave  council;  gentlemen  come  together  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  legialate  for  the  good  of 
the  country,  and  then  publish  the  laws  they  enact 
in  so  few  papers  in  the  Union  as  to  be  almost  in> 
accessible  to  the  people.  In  my  remarks  upon 
Uiis  bill  some  days  ago,  I  spoke  of  the  patronag^e 
of  Government  dispensed  to  the  press  and  to  indi- 
viduals, and  I  intend  to  say  something  more  upon 
that  subject  now.  1  wisn  gentlemen  to  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  wide  difierence  between  the 
patronage  of  the  Government  and  the  expenditures 
.  of  the  Government.  The  Government  may  make 
expenditures  and  still  ^ve  no  patronage.  This 
bill,  it  is  true,  slightly  increases  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  out  it  diminishes  its  patronage. 
What  I  wish  to  speak  of  now,  is  the  patronage  of 
the  Government — that^s,  the  expenoitures  upon 
individuals  over  whose  tenure  of  oflUce  the  Admin- 
istration have  control.  The  patronage  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  well  known,  has  become  enormous, 
and  I  have  some  facts  in  relation  to  that  subject 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Government,  nearly 
all  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, have  been  for  certain  periods  as  follows: 
In  1830,  $13,229,533;  1840,  $22,389,356;  1852, 
$43,816,124;  exclusive  of  payment  of  the  public 
debt;  showing  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  nearly  doubled  in  every  ten  years 
since  1830.  I  ask  if  this  is  not  an  enormous  ex- 
penditure, and  if  we  have  not  reason  to  be  alarmed 
at  the  increasing  patronage  of  the  Gkivernment? 
In  addition  to  this,  you  have  under  the  control  of 
the  Administration  a  large  portion  of  the  press  of 
the  country,  by  means  of  the  publication  of  the 


laws,  and  more  particularly  of  the  public  adver- 
tisements. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  look  at  a  few  items  of  ex- 
penditure over  which  the  President  has  a  direct  or 
indirect  control,  1  read  from  Mr.  Corwin*s  report: 

Executive  Department  ..*. $1,130,663  09 

Governmentt  of  Territoiie* 51,408  10 

Surveyors  and  other  clerks 60,680  57 

Officers  ofMint  and  branches 43,300  00 

It  is  proper  to  stat^  that  part  of  the  amount 
allowed  for  governments  of  Territories  goes  to 
members  of  the  L^islature  of  Territories,  over 
whose  tenure  of  office  the  President  has  no  control. 

rORBION  INTBRCOCRSC. 

Salaries  of  Ministers* $81,934  73 

Salary  of  Minister  Resident  to  Turkey 7,500  00 

Salaries  of  Charges  d'Aflaires 70,146  0^ 

Salaries  of  Secretaries  of  Legation 18,481  09 

Salary  of  Drstfoman  to  Turkey 9,750  00 

Comofiissioner  to  reside  in  China 7,500  00 

Secretary  and  Chinese  Interpreter 3.000  00 

Commissioner  to  tlie  Sandvvich  Islands 2,016  67 

Outfits  of  Ministers  and  Charges  d  * Adaires . .  138,500  00 

Compensation  forcertain  diplomatic  services.  2,395  93 

Ctintnigent  expenses  of  all  the  misftions  abroad  31,853  28 

Contingent  ex  penses  of  foreign  intercourse . .  40,44 1  03 

Salary  of  the  Consul  at  London 2,000  00 

Clerk-hire  and  office  rent  to  Consul  at  London  2,8  K)  00 

Salary  of  Consul  at  Alexandria 3,000  00 

Salary  of  Consul  at  Beyrout 500  00 

Salaries  of  Consuls  at  Kwang,  &c.,  China  ..  1,500  00 

Office-rent  of  Consul  at  Basle,  Swiuerland..  382  33 

I ntercourse  with  Barbary  Powers 8/)00  00 

Interpreters,  guards,  and  other  expenses  of 

Consulates  in  Turkisli  dominions 1,475  22 

Renewal  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Mex- 

ico...: 3,432  48 

Compensation  and  contingent  expenses  of 

Commissioncrsundertreaty  with  Mexico..  20,4538  39 

1  find  that  there  are  upwards  of  one  hundred 
collection  districts  in  the  United  States;  and  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  tells  us  in  his  annual 
report  that  he  will  need  $2,450,000  to  pay  the 
salaries  and  other  expenses  incident  to  these  col- 
lection districts.  Take  this  branch  of  the  service 
alone,  and  I  ask  this  House  if  it  does  not  present 
a  case  of  enormous  patronage  of  the  Gh)vemraent? 
In  the  cities  and  towns  where  this  immense  sum 
is  expended  by  the  appointees  of  the  President, 
the  publishers  of  leading  newspapers  are  the  re- 
cipients of  favor  from  the  Presiaent,  and  willingly 
do  his  bidding. 

By  such  instruments,  influence  is  made  in  the 
great  cities  of  the  Union  to  control  the  Union. 
This  influence  exhibits  itself  in  the  shape  of  meet- 
ings, resolves,  speeches,  &c.,  and  is  often  called 
public  sentiment,  when  in  truth  it  proceeds  from 
the  dictation  of  the  Executive,  and  is  merely  the 
Emanation  of  his  will.  It  is  true  that  when 
the  people  are  in  a  state  of  healthy  excitement  they 
do  their  own  work,  and  salaried  men  are  com- 
pelled to  stand  out  of  their  way.  But  in  times  of 
apathy  there  is  always  danger  from  the  machina- 
tions of  xhe  hundred  thousand  men  who  are  fed 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  nation.  There  are,  it  is 
true,  many  honorable  exceptions  among  the  men 
holding  office;  but  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  receive  oflice  from  the  hands  of  th6  Execu- 
tive respond  with  alacrity  to  hiscommands.  These 
references  to  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  are 
suflicient,  I  trust,  to  satisfy  all  of  its  magnitude — 
to  satisfy  all  that  it  has  increased  beyond  the  in- 
crease of  population — to  satisfy  all  that  it  is  liable 
to  become  a  dangerous  power  unless  its  control  is 
to  some  extent  modified.  Shall  we,  then,  allow  the 
Executive  any  longer  the  power  to  withhold  or 
bestow  patronage,  so  far  as  the  press  is  concerned, 
or  shall  we  pass  this  bill ,  which  employs  printers 
to  do  the  work  of  the  Government  without  the 
intervention  of  the  Executive  ? 

Why,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  this  subject  of 
Executive  patronage,  I  am  reminded  of  what  was 
said  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  by  our  fathers, 
against  the  mother  country,  and  I  have  here  one 
or  two  extracts,  which,  with  tlie  indulgence  of 
the  House,  I  wiU  read. 

Our  revolutionary  fathers  fought  for  the  cor- 
rection of  more  abuses  than  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  mention  upon  the  present  occasion. 
They  fought  to  deliver  themselves  from  unjust 
taxation,  to  preserve  the  principles  of  habeas  eorfnu, 
and  Jury  trials  from  outrageous  violation  by  the 
Briush  authorities,  and  to  rkporm  abuses  or  the 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  OFFICES  AND  EMOLUMENTS. 

These  abuses  were  made  fhe  subject  of  frequent 
couiplaint  to  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  the 
people  of  England,  and  the  American  colonies.  In 
an  address  (October  21,  1774)  to  the  people  of 
Oreat  Britain,  from  the  delegates  in  General  Con- 


gress, at  Philadelphia,  the  following  langotge  was 
used: 

**  We  might  tell  of  disaolote,  weak,aBd  wicked goYcmon 
having  been  set  over  u»,  *  •  *  of  aecdj  tad 
ignorant  dependents  on  great  men  advanced  to  tlte  leats  of 
justice,  and  to  other  place*  of  trust  and  importance.'' 

**  Expensive  and  opprewive  office*  ba\*e  bpen  mii)tl> 
pMei."— Memorial  of  Vontinental  Congrt»$,  1774. 

**  Judges  of  courts  of  common  law  bare  bacn  made  de- 
pendent on  the  Crown  for  their  commiMionB  and  nlaries." 
Id. 

**  The  ehargea  of  nsoal  offices  have  been  ffeatfy  ia. 
creased,  and  new,  expensive,  and  oppressive  oAces  bsvt 
been  mntliphed.^^-^Jiddreu  to  the  King  hy  Co$Uuuatd 
Confxeetf  1774. 

<*  Officers  enrployed  fn  the  administration  of  justice,  have 
been  rendered  independent  of  the  people  with  rntpect  both 
to  their  salaries  and  the  tenure  of  their  commisrioos."— 
jSddreu  to  the  Lords  jSfirilual  and  Temporal^  of  Great 
Britain^  by  the  JVeio  York  w9Me«n52y,  1775. 

**  He  [the  British  King]  has  erected  a  moltitude  of  aew 
offices,  and  sent  hither  swiuias  of  officers  lo  baran  ov 
people  and  ^at  out  tlieir  substance." — jDcdaroMoa  e/  !»• 
dependence. 

I  repeat,  sir,  when  1  reflect  upon  the  enormous 
increase  of  the  patronage  of  this  Grovemmeot,  the 
multiplication  of  officers,  and  the  control  of  the 
Government  over  those  officers,  I  am  forcibly  re- 
minded of  the  complaints  of  our  fathers  in  the 
Revolution.    I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  if  the 

{)atrona^e  of  the  Government  is  not  sumciently 
arge  without  giving  to  the  Administration,  loa 
great  extent,  the  control  of  a  thousand  publishers 
and  printers.^  And  while  I  am  upon  this  subject,  I 
cannot  perhaps  do  better  than  to  call  the  attentioo 
of  the  House  to  a  report  made  in  1826  by  Mr. 
Benton,  as  chairman  of  a  select  coipmittee  of  tht 
Senate,  recommending  a  reduction  of  the  patron- 
age of  the  Executive  Government,  and  presenting 
among  other  bills  to  promote  that  object,  one  taking 
the  control  of  the  press  away  from  the  Executive, 
ask  attention  to  one  or  two  extracts  from  that 
report. 

Speaking  of  the  power  and  workings  of  the  Fed- 
eral  patronage,  he  says: 

"The  whole  of  this  great  power  will  center  in  Ibe  Pres- 
ident. The  King  of  England  Is  the  <  ibmitain  of  honor,' 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  the  source  of  patmnaje. 
lie  presides  over  the  entire  sjrstem  of  Federal  appoint- 
ments, fobs,  and  contracts.  He  has  <  power'  over  tbe  *  sa^ 
l>ort'  of  tbe  individuals  who  adiniiitster  his  system.  H« 
makes  and  unmakes  them.  He  chooses  from  the  cirde  of 
his  (Iriends  and  supporters,  and  nuzy  dismiss  them,  and  apoa 
ail  the  principles  of  human  action,  will  dismiss  tbem  as 
often  as  the^  dic«ppoint  his  expectations.  His  spirit  ariQ 
animate  their  actions  in  all  the  elections  ti»  Slate  ot  Fedtret 
offices.  There  may  be  exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a  gea- 
eral  nile  is  proved  by  an  exception. 

"The  intended  check  and  control  of  the  Senate,  witboat 
new  constitutional  dr  statutory  provii^ionK,  will  cease  to  op- 
erate. Patronage  will  penetrate  thi«  body,  subdue  its  capacity 
of  resistance,  chain  it  to  the  car  of  power,  and  enable  lbs 
President  to  rule  as  easily,  and  much  more  securely,  wiib 
than  without  the  nominal  check  of  the  Senate.  *  •  * 
We  must  look  forward  to  tlie  time  when  the  public  retenas 
will  be  doubled,  when  the  civil  and  military  officen  of  tb« 
Federal  Govemmeni  will  be  quadrupled ;  when  its  influence 
over  individual!  will  t>e  multiplied  to  an  indefinite  extrni; 
when  the  nomination  by  the  President  can  cany  any 
man  through  the  Senate,  and  bis  recommendatioa  eu 
carry  any  meaeure  tbioufUi  tbe  two  Houses  of  CongreM; 
ti*Aen  the  principle  of  public  men  trilt  be  open  and  aeofti: 
The  President  want*  ht  vote,  and  I  want  his  patronsfB. 
J  will  vote  as  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  tbe  oflke  I 
wish  for.  What  will  this  be  but  the  government  of  9%* 
man  ?  And  what  is  the  government  of  one  man  hot  a  moo- 
arcby.'  Names  are  nothing.  7*be  nature  of  athingifia 
its  substance,  and  the  name  soon  accommodates  its*>|f  to  die 
substtnce.  The  flrst  Roman  Emperor  was  styled  Emperor 
of  the  Republic,  and  the  Uut  French  Emperor  took  tbe 
same  title,  and  their  respective  conntries  werejostasessea- 
tially  monarchical  before  as  after  tbe  asinimption  of  tb(w 
tides.  It  cannot  be  denied  or  disscmblHd  biK  that  this  Fed- 
eral Goyemment  gravitates  to  tbe  saire  point.***    *    * 

"  In  the  country  for  which  Uie  committee  act,  Uc  Prett 
teith  ffome  exception$f  the  Post  OfRce,  the  Armed  Force,  and 
the  Appointing  Power  are  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and 
the  President  himself  is  not  in  the  hands  of  th^<people.  Tbe 
President  may,  and,  in  the  current  of  hninan  afHuis,  wiU 
be  against  the  people;  and  in  his  bands  the  ariiiiers  of  ba- . 
man  fbte  must  oe  against  them  also.  * 

«  This  will  not  do.  The  possibility  of  it  most  be  avoided. 
The  safely  of  tbe  people  is  the  *  saprejne  law,'  and  to  in- 
sure that  safety  these  arbiters  of  human  fkte,  most  cbanft 
position,  and  take  part  on  the  side  of  the  people." 

**  The  committee  must  take  things  as  they  are.  Not  bring 
able  to  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  they  muse  to  to 
pnming  among  the  limbs  and  branches.  Not  being  aMs  lo 
reform  tbe  Constitution,  in  the  election  of  President,  W9 
must  go  to  work  upon  his  powers,  and  Tain  ik)wn  vssiic 
■T  STATPTORY  ENACTMKirrs,  whercver  it  can  be  doo^  by 
law,  and  wi|h  ajast  regard  U>  the  proper  eflldency of  the 
Government.  For  this  purpose,  they  have  reported  t>>ff^ 
bills  enumerated.  They  do  not  pretend  to  have  exbaafted 
the  subject ;  but  only  to  have  seised  a  ffew  of  its  prooiiaw 
points.  They  have  only  touched  in  four  places  tbe  rim 
and  pervading  svstem  or  federal  Executive  pauooage-  w 
Press,  the  Post  Oflice,  tbe  Armed  Foree.  and  tbe  Appoteang 
Power.  Thev  are  few  compared  to  the  whole  numneKOt 
points  which  the  system  presenu ;  hut  thetf  are  points  sitai 
to  tho  Uberties  of  the  country.    The  Paass  is  nrr  ro»«- 

MOST,  SBOAt^lB  IT  IS  TBS  MOVIMO  POWSa  OF  BSIUJI  AO- 
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tiom;  the  Post  Office  if  the  handmaid  of  the  Preiv;  the 

Anurd  Force  its  Executor;  aud  the  Appointing  Power  the 
direcueasofthe  whole. 

Let  me  say  with  regard  to  this  bill  that  I  have 
00  pride  of  opinion  about  it,  but  I  believe  that  it 
has  merit,  ana  I  ask  this  House  to  consider  it  for 
its  intrinsic  merit.  1  want  no  triumph  for  the 
proposition  because  I  have  introduced  it,  but  I  ask 
I^Uemen  to  look  at  the  proposition ;  examine  it 
carefully,  and  before  the3r  dispose  of  it  by  laying 
it  on  the  table,  to  see  if  it  is  not  worthy  of  con- 
•tderation. 

It  has  been  proposed,  as  a  means  of  reducing 
Executive  power,  to  elect  officers  of  the  Federal 
Qovemment  by  the  people — to  prohibit  the  ap- 
pointment ofmembers  of  Congress  to  office  during 
their  term  of  office;  but  these  things  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution, 
but  a  divorce  of  the  press  from  the  Government 
can  be  brought  about  at  the  present  lime  by  law. 
This  bill  wiS  effect  the  object,  and  I  hope  it  will 
pass. 

Mr.   CARTTER,  (Mr.  Smaet  yielding  the 
floor.)    With  the  permission  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  1  will  say  that  1  am  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  from  a  consideration  that  he  has  not  alluded 
to,  but  (  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  with  an 
argument  upon  the  subject  at  this  late  hour  of 
their  session.    The  project  contained  in  this  prop- 
osition, is  the  first  practical  project  for  giving  the 
freemen  of  the  Republic  a  practical  knowledge  of 
what  transpires  here,  in  the  wayi)f  law-making. 
The  previous  action  of  the  Government  upon  this 
subject  has  acknowledged  the  duty,  by  some  ways 
and  means,  of  bringing  the  law-making  power 
home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  makers  of  law- 
makers, and  of  giving  evidence  to  the  people  of 
what  transpires  here,  in  the  form  of  aulhoriiaiive 
laws.     Now,  as  has  been  justly  remarked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  it  is  a  mockery  of  that  de- 
sign  to  commit  the  publication  of  our  laws  to 
two  partisan  presses  in  a  State.    It  is  a  mere  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  towards  citizens,  to  bring  home  to 
the  citizens  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  tbat  are 
enacted,  without  doing  it.     The  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  is  a  practical  proposi- 
tion to  make  the  people  of  the  United  States  ac- 
Suainted  with  the  transactions  of  this  body,  when 
lose  transactions  have  assumed  the  solemn  form 
of  laws.    I  am  in  favor  of  it,  for  the  reason  that 
the  history  of  this  Republic  and  the  history  of  the 
States  within  the  Republic  in  their  own  municipal 
legislation,  is  this,  triat  in  proportion  as  you  have 
brought  the  law-making  agents  into  intelligible  con- 
nection with  the  constiturents  of  those  agents,  you 
have  elevate  the  tone  of  legislation,  ana  increased 
the  responsibility  of  the  Representatives.   I  am  in 
favor  of  it,  because  it  affords  a  record — an  intel- 
ligible record  that  is  read  by  every  constituent  who 
is  worthy  of  wielding  a  vote,  by  which  he  can  Judge 
and  bring  to  accountability  the  man  who  represents 
him. 

Kow,  if  you  will  confer  upon  your  constituents 
a  knowledge  of  your  transactions,  let  them  have 
it  practically,  instead  of  concealing  them  in  the 
coiuninB  of  a  partisan  press.  There  was  an  old 
law  in  Rome  which  compelled  the  authorities  to 
publish  upon  the  posts  in  the  city  of  Rome  what 
they  had  enacted  into  law.  But  it  is  said  that  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  effect  of  that  law,  the  au- 
thorities caused  their  laws  to  be  posted  so  high 
that  the  people  could  not  read  what  they  had  en- 
acted, oo  in  regard  to  the  laws  which  you  enact 
here,  you  post  them  so  hi^h  that  the  people  can- 
not read  them.  You  have  been  careful  to  transfer 
them  to  the  columns  of  two  partisan  presses  in 
each  State,  and  you  might  as  well  have  buried 
them  below  the  soil  of  that  State  as  to  have  done 
it.  I  hope4hi8  proposition  will  prevail.  But  the 
question  of  expense  is  mooted  in  it,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  expenditure  takes  hold  of  the  intelligence  of 
the  people.  Now,  when  the  question  of  expendi- 
ture is  mooted  in  the  publication  of  these  laws, 
%s  a  representative  of  tne  people,  I  bave  no  fear 
of  it.  if  this  argument  was  urged  in  reference  to 
the  idle  drafts  upon  the  Treasury ,  proceeding  from 
tnen  who  have  no  other  interest  than  the  consump- 
tion of  money,  I  would  go  with  the  closest  econo- 
mist in  relation  to  it.  But  here,  it  seems,  the 
expenditure  of  |75,000  is  grudged.  Those  who 
acknowledge  the  necessity  for  the  publication  of 
the  laws  ^dge  it.  But  when  that  |75,000  is  sent 
on  the  mission  of  informing  every  reading  citizen 


of  the  Republic  of  what  you  do,  when  what  you 
do  is  resolved  into  the  solemn  form  of  law,  the 
expenditure  Jias  no  terrors  for  me. 

I  would  advise  your  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  when  they  come  to  consider  the  subject  of 
retrenchment,  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  idle 
Navy,  rotting  at  your  yards,  and  absorbing  annu- 
ally  millionsofthe  people's  substance.  Then  give 
your  attention  to  your  corrupt  contract  system, 
which  is  eating  out  vour  Treasury  by  millions, 
instead  of  quibbling  aoout  this  |75,000,  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  acquaint  the  people  with  what  we 
do.  I  hope  the  motion  to  lay  this  bill  upon  the 
table  will  not  prevail,  and  that  this  House  will  do 
itself  the  jusuce  to  send  home,  if  nothing  else,  a 
faithful  daguerreotype  of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman yield  me  the  floor  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  SMART.  I  wish  to  conclude  what  I  have 
to  say. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  only  want  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. I  hope  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tne  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  it  can  be  discussed.  It  comes  before  this 
House  with  a  report  of  one  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees against  it,  and  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  this 
House  will  at  once  pass  the  bill,  when  after  bein^ 
investigated  by  one  of  its  intelligent  committees  it 
has  been  reported  back  with  an  adverse  report. 
For  myself,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  are  the 
merits  of  the  lyll.  I  desire  to  see  it  discussed  and 
explained  further  before  I  am  prepared  to  vote  in 
its  favor.  But  I  hope  it  will  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  I 
shall  vote  to  give  it  that  direction  or  I  shall  vote  to 
lay  it  on  the  table.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Smart,]  that  if  he  wishes 
to  modify  the  existing  law  in  thi^  respect,  that  he 
allow  it  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  ot  the  Union,  where  there  is  already  a ' 
bill  pending  in  relation  to  the  public  printing.  1 
have  not  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  that 
motion,  and  therefore  can  rnly  suggest  it.  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  these  two  bills  considered 
together. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  WUl  the  gep^ 
tleman  from  Maine  yield  in  order  to  allow  me  to 
move  an  adjournment? 

Mr.  SMART.    I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion.  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  bill,  and  it  is  not  likely  tKat  it  will 
come  up  a^in  soon. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  refused  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, and 

The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  (bllowinf  petitions,  memorials,  he,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  apprnpriata  coromineea : 

By  Mr.  MASON:  The  petition  of  E.  R.  Hollingsworth, 
and  51  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  other  counties  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  for  an  increased  duty  on 
iron. 

By  Mr.  CONGER :  The  memmial  of  Beverly  Johnson  and 
113  others,  asking  for  a  mail  route  from  Lapeer  county  site 
to  Pine  Run,  in  Genesee  county,  Michigan,  via  Lathmp's 
Mills,  Origon,  Niver*8  Mills,  Marathon,  Hay's  Mill,  and 
Forest.     . 

Bv  Mr.TULLER,  of  Maine :  The  memorial  of  Oilman 
D.  King,  and  iundry  others,  shipmasters  and  ship  owners, 
of  Calais  and  vicinity,  Maine,  asking  Congress  to  build  a 
light  house  on  Southern  Island,  at  the  entrance  of  Tenant's 
Harbor,  in  the  town  of  St.  George,  coast  of  Maine. 

By  Mr.  HBNN:  The  petition  of  Henry  P.  Scholte  and 
223  others,  citizens  of  Marion  county,  Iowa,  asking  for  a 
mail  route  from  Newton,  via  Pella,  Amsterdam,  Kuoxville, 
and  Chariton,  to  Nine  Eagles  or  New  Buda. 

By  Mr.  OURKEB:  The  petition  of  the  Board  of  Uie 
Lawrence  University,  In  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  for  tiie 
benefit  of  said  institution,  upon  certain  conditions  therein 
expressed. 

By  Mr.  McCORKLE :  The  memorial  of  R.  Glover  and 
J.  J.  Wright,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  aulborixiiig 
the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  with  them  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  United  States  mail  (torn  New  Orleans  to 
Vera  Cruz. 

By  Mr.  t  t  The  ipemorial  of  William  C.  Daniel,  of 
Geor^a. 

By  Mr.  BRENTON :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  New 
Corydon,  Jay  county,  Indiana,  asking  fbr  a  new  mail  route 
from  Muncietewo,  in  Delaware  county.  Indiana,  to  Wilt- 
shire, Van  Wert  county,  Ohio.  ^ 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS  :  'Bhe  petitions  of  C.  J.  Hand,  of 
Marion  county,  and  Lot  Edwards  and  James  Rutherfbrd, 
of  Hancock  county,  Indiana,  praving  that  compensation 
be  made  to  the  assistint  marshals  ror  services  in  taking  toe 
Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Lewis,  James 


h  Co.,  Bacon  h  Oppenbeimer,  James  8.  Smith,  H.  Jones 
Brooke,  and  otherx,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  New  Jersey,  praying  for  an  appropriation  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress  fhr  the  erection  of  suitable  piers  and 
harbors  in  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  to  afford  sltelter  for 
vessels  navigating  them. 

Also,  tiie  memorial  of  Charles  Conner,  late  a  seaman, 
who  lost  his  sight  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension. 

AIho,  the  memorial  of  Henry  Hochstrasser,  of  Philadel- 

fihia,  praying  for  compensation  to  defray  actual  expenses 
ncurred,  and  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  a  contract  to  fur- 
nish locks  and  keys  for  the  use  of  the  mail  service  of  the 
United  Slates. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  Two  memorials  from  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  renewal  of  tiie  pat- 
ent granted  to  Au:*tin  and  Zebulon  Parker,  for  alleged  im- 
provements  upon  reaction  water  wheels. 

By  Mr.  WALSH  :  The  memorial  of  Henry  Mankin,  of 
Baltimore,  praying  the  Postmaster  General  may  be  autiior- 
ized  to  contract  for  the  trancspurtation  of  the  mail  between 
the  city  of  Baltimore  and  certain  ports  in  South  America. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama:  The  petition  for  removal 
of  land  office  at  Lebanon,  Alabama,  to  Centre,  Cherokee 
county.  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  GREKN :  The  memorial  of  William  P.  Reznor, 
John  J.  Strother,  and  Isaac  J.  Strother,  of  Ohio,  deputy 
marshals,  asking  increased  compen»otion  Ibr  taking  this 
census. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON :  The  memorial  of  E.  M.  Dennieon 
and  Thomas  E.  Nichols,  assistant  martilials  of  Augiaixe 
county,  Ohio,  asking  additional  compensation  for  taking 
the  cenHus. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  remonstrance  of  Samuel 
Mergarger  and  many  other  lumber  dealers  in  Philadelphia, 
against  the  renewal  of  Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  plauing 
machine. 

By  Mr.  McDONALD :  The  petition  of  John  Weeks  for 
arrearages  of  pay  for  service  as  first  mate  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  February  13,  185/2, 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  BuTLca« 

POSTPONEMEfTT  OF  PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  that  the  consideration  of 
private  bille  be  poaiponed  for  one  hour,  in  order 
that  menutrials  may  be  presented,  and  the  usual 
business  of  the  morning  hour  transacted. 

Mr.  CASS.    Say  till  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLARK^.  What  reason  does  the  Senator 
from  California  assign  for  making  this  motion  f 
We  have  since  the  adojplion  of  the  resolutioo  set- 
ting Fridays  apart  for  tne  consideration  of  bills  on 
the  Private  Calendar,  adhered  to  it  thus  far;  and 
1  would  like  to4iavea  good  reason  why  we  should 
depart  from  it. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  have  already  stated  the  reason, 
namely,  that  we  might  attend  to  our  usual  mom- 
ins;  business.  I  only  move  to  postpone  the  con- 
sioeration  ofprivate  bills  for  an  hour. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Then  i  wilt  move  to  amend 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  California,  by 
saymg  *'CU1  one  o'clock."  It  is  now  half  past 
twelve,  and  1  think  half  an  hour  will  be  sufficient 
for  all  the  morning  business  likely  to  come  up  to- 
day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  will  be  first 
on  the  longest  time. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone for  an  hour,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  until  one  o'clock,  and  it  was  adopted. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  petition  of  George 
W.' Sevier,  praying  payment  for  hogs  taken  and 
used  by  the  United  States  troops  during  the  war 
with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  Theophi- 
lus  Hardenbrook,  representing  that  he  was  taken 
prisoner  during  the  fast  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  confined  more  than  two  years  in  Dartmoor 
Prison,  and  praying  a  pension  or  some  other  re- 
muneration n)r  his  sufferings  and  privations  during 
that  time;  which  vfas  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  two  memorials  of  as- 
sistanWmarshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Brown  and  Sandusky  counties,  Ohio,  praying  ad- 
ditional  compensation;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Cliiims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  ut  which  was 
referred  Uie  petition  of  William  Dosenbury,  praying  bonnly 
land,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  same, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  die  Committee  on  Revolmionary 
Claims. 

CHARLES  A.  ORIGNOIV. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.     I  am  instructed  by  the 
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Commiilee  on  Indian  AfFnirs  lo  report  n  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Gri^non,  and  I  ask  the 
unanimous  conaent  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  to 
tlie  consideration  of  it  now.  It  proposes  to  make 
an  appropriation  of  only  three  hundred  dollars  for 
services  rendered  many  jrears  ago. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read  a 
first  and  second  lime,  and  considered  by  the  Sen- 
ate as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  said 
Grignon  such  sum  of  monev,  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars,  as  he  may  f)e  entitled  to  for  extra 
services  rendered  as  interpreter  in  the  year  1848, 
in  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Menomonee  tribe  of  Indians. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  was  oi-dered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

NAVY-YARD  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Senate  to 
take  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  na\'y-yard  and  depot 
on  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  in  California.  That 
bill  was  up  some  time  ago,  and  postponed  at  the 
request  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Bhodhi;ao]  and  the  Senator  from  Virginiri,  [Mr. 
HcMTKR,)  boili  t)f  whom  are  present.  The  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  is  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
pirtance  to  that  section  of  the  Union,  and  I  hope 
It  will  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  to-day.  I  am 
sure  it  will  not  occupy  more  than  twenty  minutes. 

The  question  was  taken,  and*  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  bill  was  reoorled 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  with  two 
additional  sections  as  an  amendment.  To  this 
amendment  an  amendment  was  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger.] 
The  amendments  will  be  read. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Badger  was 
read  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  nfter  the  woni  "operate,"  in  Uie  clpvecitb 
line  of  the  third  section,  and  ini«crt  Ihc  following  wordn : 

»•  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  and  hp  is  hereby  author- 
iznd  and  directed  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  tlie  patentees 
for  the  construction  of  a  ba^in  and  railway,  in  the  most  ap- 
proved form,  connected  with  the  soid  navy- yard  and  depTjl, 
Kiib^taniially  upon  the  agreement  made  with  them  under 
the  art  of  September  30th,  1850,  as  stated  in  his  report  to 
tlf*  House  of  Representatives,  dated  Japuary  20th,  1851: 
Provided^  That  the  said  contractor  phall  pn>curc  in  (Cali- 
fornia all  the  materials  for  said  work  that  can  b^  obtained 
nnd  prepared  there  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  cos^of 
proruring,  preparing,  and  transportinx  them  from  the  At- 
lantic seaboard  to  California." 

Al<«4*,  by  striking  out  in  the  eighth  and  nintli  lines  in  the 
nniendmciit  the  wonls  "  President  of  tlie  United  States," 
and  inserting  "  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

[The  object  of  this  amendment  is  merely  to 
transfer  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  per- 
tbrmance  of  duties  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  the 
reported  amendment  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States.] 

Also,  by  inserting  in  section  foartfa  of  the  amendment,  at 
the  fourtli  line,  between  the  words  "  present"  and  *'  pay" 
the  words  **  sea  service." 

[The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  designate 
the  amount  of  pay  to  be  given  to  the  officers  whom 
tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  apj>oint  to  select 
the  site  and  perforin  the  other  tluties  mentioned  in 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  to  limit  it  in  such 
manner  that  it  shall  not  exceed  double  the  mnaunt 
cf  their  priseiU  sea  service  pay.] 
A\iOy  to  amend  by  addini;  the  following  section  : 
Sec.  .'>.  JJnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  fur  the  purpose 
o:  enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  rarry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  aci,  tiie  sum  of  five  hundred 
thuii<?aad  dollars  be,  and  the  same  i.o  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otJicnvi»e  ap- 
propriated. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  This,  Mr.  President,  is 
a  very  important  biil.  It  provides  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  navy-yard,  acpAt,  marine  bari^acks, 
naval  hospital,  and  basin,  and  railway  in  connec- 
tion with  a  dry-dock,  which  was  ordered  at  the 
lost  session  of  Coneresj^  for  California.  I  suppose, 
if  this  bill  be  passed,  it  will  involve  the  ncTcssity 
of  an  expenditure  of  from  three  to  .seven  millions  of 
dollars;  I  thijik,  therefore,  that  it^ous^ht  to  be  care- 
fully examined.  There  are  many  provisions  in  this 
bill,  which  do  not  commend  themselves  to  my 
favorable  consideration,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
some  little  explanation  from  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Caliiornia  with  re^rd  to  them.  I  would 
like  to  know  what  necessity  there  is  for  marine 
barracks  in  California,  or  why  we  should  order, 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  bo*»rd  of  otficers .  Has 
not  the  Secretary,  of  the  Navy  the  power  now  to 


appoint  such  a  board  ?  I  would  like  to  knowfur- 
thermore — and  that  is  the  important  point  of  in* 
^uiry — what  necessity  there  is  for  a  railway  and 
basin  connected  witli  the  dry-dock  in  California. 
A  railway  and  basin  will  cost  a  million  and  a  lialf, 
and  perhaps  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  require 
from  five  to  ten  years  for  its  coTistruction.  i  re- 
peat, sir,  that  1  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Sena- 
tor from  California  what  reason  can  he  g;iven  for 
the  marine  barracks,  and  basin  and  railway,  which 
he  proposes,  by  this  amendment,  to  have  con- 
structed in  California  in  connection  with  a  dry- 
dock.  This  matter  was  disposed  of,  I  think,  at 
the  last  session. 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  a 
speech  on  this  question  at  all.  This  bill  wns  unani- 
mously ordered  to  be  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  accompanying  the  bill  is  u 
report,  the  reading  of  which  will  answer  all  the  in- 
quiries of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  I  ask 
that  the  report  may  be  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  report  will  be  read. 

The  committee  review  the  policy  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  in  establishing;  permanent  nuvy-yards  for 
the  construction  ana  repair  of  vessels  of  war.  It 
appears  that  the  first  attempt  under  our  present 
form  of  Government  to  commence  a  naval  estab- 
ment,  was  demanded  by  the  necessity  of  defend- 
ing our  commerce  and  citizens  from  the  piratical 
depredations  of  the  Algerine  corsairs.  That,  con- 
sequently, in  1794  an  act  was  passed  authorizing 
the  building  and  equipment  of  six  frigates,  and 
that  the  building  of  the  ships  was  directed  in  sev- 
eral ports  of  the  Union,  in  order  as  well  to  dis- 
tribute th^  advantages  arising  from  tlie  operation, 
OS  to  ascertain  at  what  places  they  coula  be  built 
to  the  greatest  advantage.  That,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  our  naval  establishment,  the  public  vessels 
p(  the  Grovernment  were  built  in  private  dock- 
*ya|*ds*,  but  this  experiment  proving  ineffectual — 
none  of  the  vessels  having  been  completed — a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
year  1797,  recommended  the  appropriation  of  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of^  purchasing  and 
fitting  up  a  naval  yard.  That  another  committee 
of#the  same  House,  in  the  following  year,  had 
taken  the  same  view  of  the  matter,  and  that  James 
McHenry,  then  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to 
the  House,  remarked,  that  the  great  dela)r  that  had 
occurred  in  the  above-mentioneacmdertaking,  must 
always  be  more  or  less  experienced  when  heavy 
ships  of  wiurare  required  to  be  suddenly  built,  and 
the  Government  is  not  previously  possessed  of  the 
necessary  timber  and  materials.  That  it  was  cer- 
tainly an  unfit  time  to  look  for  these  and  prepare 
a  navy-yard,  -when  the  ships  were  retiuirea  for 
actual  service.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  the 
large  pieces  of  heavy  timber  suitable  for  ships  of 
war  would  be  found  in  market,  or  accumulated  in 
private  magazines  for  sale  when  wanted  on  press- 
ing occasions.  That,  in  a  State  |>aper  from  Ben- 
jamin Stoddard,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  April  25,  1800,  he  had  stated  his  opinion, 
that  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued  was  to  make 
the  builuing-yards  public  property,  and  to  com- 
mence them  on  a  scale  as  if  they  were  meant  to  be 
permanent. 

'  The  report  proceeds  to  ijive  tlie  opinions  of  other 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Government,  declar- 
ing that  docks  for  tlie  repairing  of  ships  rTught  to 
be  convenient  to  the  sea,  and  yet  not  easily  acces- 
sible to  an  enemy.  That  yards  for  the  building 
of  ships,  where  large  quantities  of  materials  would 
bo  deposited,  (the  destruction  of  which  would  al- 
ways be  an  object  with  an  enemy,)  should  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  commercial  city  for  the  conve- 
nience oi  procuring  able  workmen.  It  then  states, 
that  the  opinions  of  public  officers  of  high  reputa- 
tion, in  the  infancy  of  our  naval  establishment, 
have  been  verified  bv  the  experience  of  the  lust 
fifty  years,  and  that  tney  had  neen  referred  to  be- 
cause of  their  coincidence  of  the  Senate  commit- 
tee as  to  the  advantage  of  establishing  at  once  a 
permanent  navy-yard  and  dep6t  on  the  bay  of  Sun 
Fmncisco,  rather  than  to  depend  umui  private  es- 
tablishments for  the  repairs  or  building  of  public 
vessels  in  that  bay.  That,  being  well  satiBned  of 
the  necessity  of  having  a  naval  establishment  in 
that  distant  harbor,  the  only  question  was,  whetlier 
such  on  establishment  shmild  be  of  a  permanent 
or  temporary  character;  and  that  the  authority  re- 
fftred  to,  together  with  the  settled  policy  of^  the 
Government,  were  considered  C43nclusive  upon  that 
point. 


<  I      In  regard  to  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  cruitiM 

upon  that  distant  coast,  none  so  well  remembrrvd, 

or  fell  more  sensibly,  the  want  of  »  pen  of  safety 

'  in  that  region,  Ihan  our  naval  officers  who  had 

served  for  many  years  post  upon  the  voyages  and 

j  cruises  in  the  racific,  both  as  to  the  repairing  of 

^  their  vessels  and  the  recniiting  of  tlie  health  of 

\\  their  crews;  and  that,  with  a  navy-yard  as  prv 

I  i  posed ,  these  great  inconveniences  to  vessels  makir.«( 
!    the  voyage  round  Cape  Horn  and  alon»  the  weii- 

,  em  coast  of  this  continent  would  be  in  a  jp^i 
I  measure  obviated.     But  that  more  especially  wai 
such  an   establishment   needed  on  the  westem 
I  coast  iti  case  of  war  with  a  maritime  Ration, 
;  I      The  report  then  slates  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
j  i-ived,  in  a  commercial  and  fiscal  point  of  view, from 
, ,  a  navy-yard  and  depot  at  San  Francisco,  addin? 
\  I  security  to  our  comraerrjal  marine,  and  the  nu- 
merous vessels  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries  in 
the  Pacific,  and  that  tlie  greatly  incrensed  revenues 
in  these  western  ports  would  more  than  counter- 
balance, in  a  very   short  time,  any  expendiiurt 
which  might  be  made  by  the  Grovernment  for  iLu 
purpose.    That,  in  an  extended  maritime  and  na- 
tional aspect,  the  creation  of  a  strong  nsval  eauH- 
lishment  in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  is  of  greftt 
importance  to  this  country.    That,  when  the  im- 
mense value  of  the  whale  fisheries  and  trade  to  the 
westcrti  coast  of  the  two  Americas,  to  China  and 
other  countries  of  Asia,  and  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific  and  Indian  oceans,  and  the  daily  increfts- 
I ;  ing  trade  and  commerce  of  California  and  Oregon, 
are  all  considered,  it  must  be  confessed  that  this 
Government  is  under  the  strongest  obligatious  to 
lose  no  time  in  providing  the  most  ample  means 
for  the  future  security  of  all  these  interests,  which 
belong  almost  entirely  to  the  Atlantic  coast  and 
the  enterprising  mariners  from  New  England  en- 
gaged in  the  wnale  fisheries. 

The  report  then  details  a  variety  of  statistic, 
showing  the  extent  of  commerce  and  navirntiun 
in  past  years  from  the  Atlantic  ports  toColitbmu, 
and  concludes  by  urging  the  necessity  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  aboard  of  officers  to  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  dock  and  basin  and  railway. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  the  read- 
ing  of  this  report  does  not  satisfy  my  mind  that 
we  should  authorize  the  construction  of  a  bafia 
and  railway,  which  will  involve  an  expense  of 
from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half  of^  dollars. 
This  basin  and  railway  is  proposed  to  be  built, 
not  only  without,  but  in  opposition  to,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  department.  It  is  also  inoppow- 
tion  to  the  decision  of  the  last  Congress.  ThiaismY 
first  objection.  My  second  objection  is,  that  it  is 
entirely  unnecessary  and  useless.  I  shall  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Senate  but  a  little  while,  for  I  only 
have  a  few  practical  suggestions  and  remarks  of* 
business  character  to  make. 

Mr.  President,  no  Secretary  of  the  Navy  h•^ 
ever  recommended  this  basin  and  railway  in  con- 
nection with  the  dry-dock.     I  find  that  thismb- 
ject  was  before  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  W^ 
an  inquiry  waa^iddressed  to  the  Secretary  of  tr« 
!  Navy  upon  the  subject,  as  to  whether  it  was  nfr 
'  cessary;  and  he  gave  an  answer  which  I  will  reo'l 
!   to  the  Senate: 

"  In  reply  to  so  mach  of  the  rewlalion  a»  JoquirB 

' ;  *  whether,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  head  of  tlii*Deptrtfli«it 

;  <  a  dock  could  not  be  consuueted  aafRcieni  lor  all  the  pur- 

'  poiics  of  the  Navy  at  much  le**  expense  to  the  C«wd 

I '  *  mJ*ut  tliiui  the  one  contemplated  by  the  act  aforwaid,'  I 

1  have  to  rta»e  that,  in  iiiy  opinion,  a'  »«ctlonaJ  dock  liw- 

witliout  the  addition  of  a  baMii  and  railway,  but  witii  » 

I I  pier  to  secure  it,  would  answer  every  deaiand  of  the  \*^ 
! '  on  the  coast  of  Calithmia,  for  uiony  years  to  coin«.    foe" 

I  a  dock  has*  recently  raised  the  Ktcam-sliin  "  Ohio,*'  1**^ 
inc  to  Mc-wrsi.  Law  K  Co.,  in  the  harbor  of  Kew  lort. 
*    which  ship  is  over  tliree  hundred  A»et  In  length. 

"  The  coMt  of  U>e  dock  sk»n«j  would  c^'rtaioly  N"  ro*M 
I ,  lc83  thnn  one  half,  and  powlbly  »ioi  more  than  one  third,  o> 
'  I  the  amount  proiwscd  fo  he  paid  for  the  whole  work  «• 
.  herpin  stated.  The  nddition  of  ihc  pl^r  to  wear*  «.  »«J 
I'  render  it  capable  of  uie,  would  probably  not  exe^ 
i  1150,000.  TheiK!  can  be  completed  and  rrady!oru«fii»«^<; 
y«»ar«,  at  moMt,  and  may  be  in  flftcen  or  i«-e«ty  mnnUi  . 
;  while  the  nddiUon  of  the  basin  and  nulwny  will  nsjoire 
,    from  four  to  five  years  to  complete  lliem." 

That  is  the  opinion   of  the  Secretary  of  ih<' 

;   Navy,  given  at  the  last  session,  when  this  ^^^f 

was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  I  fin<»' 

also,  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  a  decision  oo 

I   this  point: 

"For the  floaUnjjdry  dock  in  Cahforala. $150,060j«W 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  required  so  »  wjj'' 
the  contract,  alleged  to  have  been  made  on  w«Vj " 


Janunr)'  last, 


as  to  coDfioG  the  »uni  to  tbe  <*«»*J2i?! 
of  the  t1oaUn>  dock  atone,  xvithout  a  btsin  o^JflJ"^: 
Pnytiitdy  The  contractor*  wUI  agree  to  do  cbe  wort  «  ^ 
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p^mntes  made  by  the  Departniflnt  in  NovRinber  and  Dc- 
CMiiber  Ian:  jtnd  provided^  Tb«  Secretary  considers  Uio 
estimated  fair  and  reasonable ;  and  «o  mucn  of  said  law  a» 
iottiorlzcs  tliecAnittructionof  a  batfin  and  railway  is  hereby 
repealed :  ProvUUdy  That,  beriire  making  any  contract,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days  notice 
bytdvertiscinent  in  the  usu^  way." 

So,  air,  this  question  with  regard  to  a  basin  and 
railway  was  decided  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  what 
does  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  say  in  his  report  to 
the  present  Congress  upon  this  matter.^ 

"Asrreably  to  the  act  of  the  last  ftes«lon  of  Congress,  a 
ncdifled  contract  was  entered  into  with  Mtrssris.  Dankin  & 
Moody,  and  GUbart  &  Sccor,  Tor  the  conotruction  of  a 
(tnaiiiig  sectional  dock  on  tlie  Bay  oi'.San  FrancUco,  to  be 
completed  and  delivered  for  the  ?um  of  $610,000.  This 
wwk  is  undertttood  to  be  in  a  coarM  of  speedy  exeoation, 
Uie  c«>atFBct  requiring  it«  completion  in  two  years  from  the 
mosth  of  May  last.  Its  precise  location  cannot  be  deter- 
Bitned  until  the  selection  ofa  site  lor  a  navy -yard  on  the 
wtter.-i  of  th&t  bay,  fur  which  purpose  a  commii^on  will 
be  tsent  out  early  in  the  enxulng  spring.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  a  pier  or  tuuin  to  render  this  duck  capable 
of  use.     The  U»c8tion  of  the  dock  not  yet  bein^  determined, 

miC   DBPAKTMEXTPOSTFONeS  TOE  QUESTtOX  or  PRKKKR- 
K.<«CK    BBTWEEN  TUKBB  TWO  STRUCTURES  CU«TIL  TUB   RE- 

roiT  or  niB  froposbd  board  shall  bk  rbceivko  and 

rOLL  L^CAL  INrORMATION  OBTAINED." 

Yet  this  bill,  without  this  proposed  local  inform- 
ation,  authorizes  the  construction  of  this  basin  and 
railway,  and  the  location  of  this  navy-yard  and 
dtt»dt,  with  reference  to  its  construction. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  will  ^ive  wav,  as  the  time  for  the 
rousideratio!!  of  private  bills  has  arrived,  I  will 
move  to  j>o.*jtpone  the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Pennsy Ivania  ffive  way  ? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  would  rather  finish  my 
remarks  now,  if  such  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate. 
It  is,  however,  immaterial  to  me. 

Mr.  DA-VIS,  (in  his  seat.)    Let  him  s^o  on. 

Tlie  PRICSIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  proceed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Why,  therefore,  enter  into 
ihese  contracts—^ — 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will 
permit  me,  1  will  suggest  that  I  fear  this  will  occu- 
pT  the  whole  day. 

'The  PRESIDENT.    The  Senator  from  Penn- 
«jrlvnnia  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  There  seems  to  be  a  desire 
to  proceed  to  other  business,  and  I 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  give 
this  subject  a  fuli  investigation  at  an  early  day, 
and  if  he  will  permit  me,  I  will  move  its  postpone- 
ment for  that  purpose. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
!5yivania  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  must  not  be 
interrupted. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  hope  my  colleague  will  give 
wny. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  "  It  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
'Ddilference  to  me,  but  perhaps  what  few  remarks 
1  have  to  make  may  as  well  be  made  now. 

Why  should  Congress  undertake  to  order  this 
dry  dock  to  be  constructed,  and  by  certain  gentle- 
men who  have  a  patent-right  for  it.'    We  have  a 
•Secretary  of  the  Navy;  we  have  a  Bureau  of 
Oocks  and  Yards;  we  have  a  Bureau  of  Construc- 
iJon  and  Repairs;  we  have  all  the  materiel  and  per- 
fonml  necessary;  and  yet,  whenever  a  dry  dock  is 
J^uired  we  must  have  a  contractor  to  do  it,  while 
'^he  pay  of  or.r  own  oflicers  goes  on.     We  have 
^ogmecrs,  artisans,  constructors,   everything  of 
fKis  kind,  and  yet,  sir,  contractors  must  be  em- 
ployed.    Why,  one  half  of  the  time  we  do  not 
fina  out  what  is  necessary  for  the  naval  service, 
Unless  we  arc  informed  by  gentlemen  who  desire 
Contracts.    I  am  opposea  to  all  acts  of  Congress 
providing  for  makmg  contracts.    Why,  sir,  this 
Contract  system  and  these  contractors  have  become 
«i  kind  of  fourth  estate.    We  have  now  the  three 
departments — the  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
<*.ud;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  fourth,  and 
that  is,  the  contract  department. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  stated  that  this  basin  and 
railway  is  whollv  unnecessary  and  useless.  We 
have  now  more  docks  than  there  is  any  necessity 
for.  How  many  ships  have  y/e  to  be  repaired  at 
these  docks — because  it  is  well  known  tnat  they 
Hre  not  constructed  for  building  vessels,  but  only 
for  their  repair — they  wercorigindlly  authorized, 
in  1848,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  ships  of  the 
line?  We  have  eleven  ships  of  the  lfne,and  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years  we  have  expended  three 
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millions  of  dollars  for  building  these  docks.  Eleven 
ships  of  the  line  to  he  repaired,  once  in  three 
years,  and  we  have  spent  nearly  a  million  of  dol- 
lars at  Kitterv,in  Mame,  nearly  a  million  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  nearly  a  million  more  at  Pensacola, 
for  these  dry  docks,  and  now  a  million  and  a  half 
more  is  aaked  for  a  basin  and  railway  connected 
with  a  dry  dock  in  California.  It  is  unnecessary 
in  California,  because  our  vessels  will  be  repaired 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  There  are  no  materials, 
sir,  for  constructing  dry  docks  or  repairing  ves* 
sels  in  CnlHbrnia.  They  will  all  have  to  be  taken 
from  the  Atlantic  border.  Besides,  provisions  and 
labor  are  three  or  four  times  as  dear  in  California, 
and  our  vesnels  should  therefore  be  repaired  upon 
the  Atlsniic  coast,  and  not  upon  the  Pacific  siae. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  some  statistics  upon  the 
subject  of  these  dry  docks,  by  which  I.  wish  to 
show  to  the  Senate  how  much  we  have  paid  for 
dry  docks  during  the  last  three  years,  in  fact  since 
the  organization  of  the  Govenmient.  Up  to  about 
ten  years  ^-igo,  we  had  expended  $1,652,446  47  for 
docks.  Ave  spent  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  stone  dock  at  New  York  t"hat  amount.  We 
then  paid  J2,146,255  36  for  the  stone  dock  at  New 
York,  making,  together  with  what  had  been  pre- 
viously expended,  «3,798,701  83.  Thus  it  appears 
that  previous  to  1848  we  had  spent  upwards  of 
three  milli^ms  of  dollars,  nearly  four  millions,  for 
docks.  Well,  sir,  in  1848  this  new  sy.stem  com- 
menced. Certain  gentlemen  had  obtained  a  patent 
for  tlie  kind  of  dock  mentiofted  in  this  bill,  and  we 
havepaid  them  since  that  time,  $3,078,594.  So,  sir, 
we  have  spent,  and  given  to  this  particular  set  of 
contractors,  for  this  particular  kina  of  dock,  in  op- 
position to  the  decisions  of  the  Navy  Department, 
nearly  as  much  money  as  has  been  spent  from  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  Government  u^  to 
1848.  We  have  expended  six  millions  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Government  for  docks,  and 
of  that  sum  over  three  millions  have  been  given  to 
these  contractors,  and  that  since  1848.  These  are 
statistics  which  are  taken  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  I  believe  them  to  be  correct,  and  they 
are  unanswerable. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  said  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  this  work  for  our  protection  in  time  of  war. 
In  lime  of  war!  What  nation  wants  to  eo  to 
war  with  us  ?  We  fought  the  battles  of  the  Revo- 
lution with  three  millions  of  people;  snd  we  did 
very  well  during  the  war  of  1812  with  about  ten 
millions,  and  without  these  dry  docks,  basins  and 
railways.  We  are  not  about  to  become  armed 
propagandists,  saying  to  other  people,  **  Come,  and 
adopt  our  principles  and  institutions — come,  be 
brethren  of  ours,  or  we  will  cut  your  throats!" 
I  do  not  think  that  is  any  part  of  the  jwlicy  of  this 
Government.  Our  danger  is  not  from  without, 
but  from  within. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  stated  that  these  docks  are 
not  only  unnecessary,  but  useless.  We  have  a 
dry  dock  at  Philadelphia.  It  was  to  be  completed 
and  tested  with  a  ship  of  the  line  last  June;  and 
what  does  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  inform  us.' 
WhVf  in  December  he  said  they  had  a  dredring 
machine  for  the  purpose  of  prejMiring  the  dock  to 
receive  a  ship  of  the  line,  in  order  to  have  it  tested. 
And  when  it  was  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors, notwithstanding  the  work  was  so  ob- 
structed by  want  of  water,  they  said,  **Givc  us 
the  money,  it  is  not  for  us  to  find  water.*'  They 
were  right  in  what  they  said,  and  were  not  to 
blame.  Now,  wliat  1  want  to  know  is,  whether  a 
dredging  machine  will  not  be  constantly  necessary 
there  to  make  the  dry  dock  of  any  use,  and  whether 
it  will  not  be  constantly  filling  up  after  it  is  dredged 
out. 

I  have  stated,  Mr.  President,  that  more  than 
three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  paid  to  these 
dnntractors  for  this  particular  kind  of  dock,  and 
that,  too,  within  the  last  three  years — since  1848; 
and  I  will  now  give  the  items  in  detail.  They  re- 
ceived for  building  a  dry  dock,  basin  and  failway 
at  Kittery,  in  Maine,  $732,915;  for  building  a 
similar  one  at  Philadelphia,  ^13,742;  for  building 
one  at  Pensacola,  §921.937;  and  for  a  floating  dry 
dock  alone  at  San  Francisco  they  are  to  receive 
$610,000,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  at  tlie  present  session. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  said  that  this  floating  dry  dock 
is  useless  without  a  connection  with  a  basin  and 
railway.  I  deny  that  statement.  I  say  that  basins 
and  railways  are  entirely  unnecessary  in  connec- 
tion with  a  dry  dock;  and  I  am  sustained  in  thiA 
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position  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He  says 
that  a  pier  is  all  that  is  necessary;  and  that  alone 
will  cost  only  $50,000.  A  basin  and  railway  will 
cost  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half. 

But  there  fs  anotlier  fact  which  I  wish  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  to  sustain  the  position 
which  I  have  assumed.  This  kind  of  dry  docjc 
has  been  in  use  and  patented  for  ten  years,  and  a 
basin  and  railway  has  never  been  connected  with 
one  for  the  meschant  service.  This  is  an  unan^ 
swerable  fact.  Merchants  never  think  of  making 
use  of  the  basin  and  railway.  They  use  a  pier, 
which  costs  $50,000,  instead  of  a  million  or  a 
million  and  a  naif.  These,  Mr.  President,  are  the 
large  objections  which  I  have  to  connecting  basins 
mid  railways  with  this  dry  dock  autlioriz^  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress. 

Anoiher  thing,  Mr.  President.  This  bill  not 
only  proposes  that  these  officers  should  receive 
their  regular  pay,  but  that  that  pay  shall  be 
doubled ,  and  their  expenses  paid  also.  Sir,  if  that 
is  the  way  you  are  to  pay  the  oflicers  of  the  Na- 
vy, who  receive  their  pay  whether  they  are  on  duty 
or  not,  I  shall  be  much  mistaken.  This  bill  also 
provides  that  we  are  to  pay  for  the  land  and  for 
the  location  the  amount  which  may  be  awarded 
by  a  jury  in  California.  A  jury  in  California  is 
to' say  not  how  much  the  State  of  California  is  to 
pay  for  the  location,  but  how  much  tlie  United 
States  is  to  pay  for  it.  I  ratlier  think,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  a  pretty  lai^e  sum.  It  is  true  that  the  bill 
provides  that  the  district  attorney  shall  approve 
the  award,  and  also  that  it  shall  be  approved  by 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States.  Sir, 
the  district  attorney  lives  in  California,  and  the 
Attorn y  General  of  tlie  United  States  lives  here. 

The  bill  also  provides  for  a  marine  barmcks. 
What  necessity  is  there  for  a  marine  barracks  in 
Cahfomia.'  How  many  marines  will  you  have 
to  send  there .'  Sir,  we  have  only  about  nine  or 
ten  hundred  marines^perhaps  eleven  hundred 
with  the  oflicers  of  a  brigade — and  we  have  already 
a  marine  barracks  at  Portsmouth,  another  at  Bos* 
ton,  another  at  New  York,  another  at  Philadel- 
plia,  another  at  Washington,  another  at  Norfolk, 
and  another  at  Pensacola;  and  we  are  to  have  one 
more  at  San  Francisco,  although  we  have  but 
'eleven  hundred  mariners,  and  more  than  three 
fourths  of  them  are  on  board  our  national  vessels. 
Sir,  if  this  barraclfs  is  established  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, we  will  not  have  ten  men  to  put  into  it. 
These,  however,  are  objections  of  minor  import- 
ance. My  main  objection  is  to  the  amendments 
proposed  to  this  bill.  I  object  especially  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  amendment  authorizing  llie  construc- 
tion of  a  biisin  and  railway  in  connection  with  a 
dry  dock.  We  have  expendetl  money  enough  in 
constructinjr  docks  recently.  I  have  some  objec- 
tion to  the  details  of  this  bill.  They  are ^of  minor 
consideration,  it  is  true;  but  I  will  state  them.  I 
have  already  shown  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has- informed  us  that  he  has  already  the  power  to 
appoint  tlu.s  board  of  oflicevs  to  make  this  loca- 
tion. A  navy-yard  may  be  necessary  in  CaUfor- 
nia.  I  believe  that  it  is;  but  we  need  not  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  oflicers.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  now  has  power  to  appoint 
them.  ' 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  will  not  continue  this  debate 
now.  I  do  not  intend  to  intrude  on  the  private 
business  set  apart  for  this  day;  but  I  give  notice 
to  the  Senate,  tliat  if  this  bill^jocs  over  until  Mon- 
day, I  will  then  c&\\  it  up,  in  order  that  I  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  speech  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  If  it  is  the  winh 
of  the  Senate,  I  will  proceed  now;  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  intrude  on  this  day,  which  has  been  set 
apart  for  private  business.  When  I  do  speak,  I 
pledge  myself  not  to  leave  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BncDH^D,]  for  the  argxiracnt 
brought  forward  this  morning,  and  which  has 
been  so  laboriously  prepared,  an  inch  of  ground  to 
stand  on;  or,  if  I  do  not  do  this,  some  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs,  much 
more  able  than  myself  to  discharge  the  duty,  will. 
The  Senator's  speech  is  a  mere  rehash  of  argu- 
ments which  have  been  brought  up  time  and  again 
in  opposition  to  this  system,  nnd  discredited  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  Why  is  it  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  know  more  in  re- 
gard to  this  question  than  the  Cfngi-ess  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  laboriously  and  thor- 
oughly examined  this  question,  and  always  over- 
ruled their  views,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  nar- 
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row  and  contracted  in  this  respect,  in  regard  to 
our  progress  in  naval  a^airs  ?  I  am  preoared  to 
meet  and  overcome  every  ai^ument  wnich  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania; and  if  this  pledge  is  not  redeemed  by 
myself  or  some  other  member  of  the  committee, 
then  I  expect  the  bill  to  be  defeated.  I  will  not  so 
into  the  argument  to-day,  but  it  is  due  to  myselfto 
say,  that  1  am  not  in  the  habit,  either  as  a  member 
of  this  body  or  a»ihe  organ  ofoneof  its  committees, 
of  connecting  my  name  with  any  measure  which 
can  be  so  easily  overthrown.  This  bill  has  been  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  unan- 
imously; and  I  do  not  think  that  a  single  argu- 
ment brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania is  so  unanswerable  as  he  seems  to  think, 
and  as  he  will  find  out  before  the  bill  is  disposed 
of.  Without  giving  up  my  right  to  the  floor,  I 
m<^e  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject 
be  postponed  until  Monday. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  gave  notice  yesterday 
that  I  should  to-day  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain  railroads.  At 
the  sugi^estion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  who  is  a  friend  of  my  bill,  and 
at  the  suggestion  of  other  friends,  as  well  as  in 
consequence  of  the  general  dis)x>sition  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills, 
I  will  not  make  that  motion;  but  I  desire  to  give 
notice  that  I  shall  on- Monday  ask  ^hje  Senate  to 
take  up  that  bill.  I  have  been  assured  by  gentle- 
men, friends  and  opponents  of  the  measure,  that 
when  the  Senate  next  takes  up  the  bill,  they  will 
dispose  of  iu 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC. 

Mr.  CHASE.  A  bill,  at  its  third  reading,  in 
relation  to  notaries  public,  was  yesterday,  on  my 
motion,  postponed  until  to-day.  I  was  then  act- 
ing under  the  supposition  that  the  bill  required  an 
amendment,  for  i  thought  it  was  the  same  bill 
which  had  been  passed  by  the  Senate  two  years 
ago;  but  I  find,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  amendment 
which  was  proposed  last  year  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Berrien,]  and  then  modified  on* 
my  motion,  has  been  substituted  for  the  bill  upon 
the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. I  therefore  ask  that  the  bill  may  now  be 
taken  up  and  passed. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up  and  ^lassed, 
and  its  tittle  was  amended  so  as  to  read: 

"  An  act  to  anthorize  nutarifts  pnblie  to  take  and  certify 
«aths,  affirmations,  and  adcnowledgmeota,  iu  certain 
ea«ec.** 

ENUMERATION  OF  PIRE-ARMS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  made 
the  25th  of  Pebraary,  1(}51,  exhibitine  tlie  number  of  fire- 
arms belonging  to  the  United  States,  oe  printed. 

CLAIM  POR  THE  OCCUPATION  OP  KEY  WEST. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  W.  Simonton.  It  provides  that  the  proper 
accounting  oflicer  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direc- 
tion .of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  audit  and  settle 
the  claim  of  John  W.  Simonton  and  others,  own- 
ers of  the  island  of  Key  West,  Florida,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  equity,  on  account  of  its  occu- 
pancy by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as 
a  naval  and  military  post  during  the  years  1823, 
1824,  1825,  and  1826;  and  that  in  settling  it  upon 
these  principles  they  shall  ascertain,  as  nearly  as 
practicable,  tlie  benefits  and  advantages  which  ac- 
crued to  the  United  States  from  the  occupancy  of 
it;  and  also  the  injuries 'which  resulted  to  the 
owners  of  it;  and  to  pay  the  same  out  of  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  myself 
compelled  to  oppose  this  bill.  I  object  to  it  on  ac- 
count of  its  form,  and  also  on  the  ground  that  the 
claim  itself  is  utterly  worthless,  and  forms  no  just 
demand  against  the  United  States.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  show  satisfactory  reasons  for  my  oppo- 
sition to  this  bill.  I  object  to  the  form  of  this  oill 
on  this  ground:  Congress  has  uniformly  adhered 
to  the  determination  not  to  establish  a  ooard,  or 
court  of  claima,  or  any  tribunal  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  upon  claims  made  against  the  United 
States.  Yet  this  bill  is  intended  to  effect,  in  a  par- 
ticular case,  what  you  have  refused  to  pass  as  a 


general  law.  I  can  see  no  reason  which  shows 
this  course  to  be  necessary  in  this  case.  It  is  a 
case  of  contingent  damages — damages  exceediiiglv 
indefinite  in  thegrounds  on  which  they  are  claimed. 
And  if  it  be  true  that  you  are  unwilling  to  intrust 
a  tribunal  established  for  the  purpose,  where  the 
power  of  the  examination  of  witnesses,  both  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  part  of 
the  claimant,  would  exist,  and  where  the  power 
of  cross-examination  would  exist — if  you  are  un- 
willing to  constitute  such  a  tribunal,  and  such  has 
been  hitherto  the  determination  of  Congress— oH 
what  principle  is  it  that  you  can  sanction  a  bill 
which  refers  to  the  accounting  ofiicers  of  the  Treas- 
d^y  Department  the  settlement  of  a  claim  for  con- 
tingent damages,  founded  u[5on  a  very  indistinct 
statement  of  the  grounds  upon  which  these  dam- 
ages are  claimed?  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  en- 
tirely inconsistent  with  the  legislation  of  Congress 
on  the  general  subject. 

The  bill  proposes  to  refer  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers, under  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Simonton  and  oth- 
ers, on  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  If  there 
is  no  rule  prescribed  in  the  bill  by  which  the  judg- 
ment of  these  officers  is  to  be  governed,  it  becomes 
a  question  of  arbitrary  discretion  on  their  part  as 
to  what  amount  of  damages  they  will  allow.  This 
is  an  objection,  and  1  think  a  sufficient  objection, 
to  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  There  are  no  adju- 
dicated principles  that  I  know  of  which  can  be 
applied  to  govern  or  control  the  accounting  officers 
in  the  amount  of  the  allowance  they  shall  make 
under  this  bill. 

But  the  bill  goes  further.  It  does  profess  to 
point  out  a  rule  for  the  ascertainment  oi  damages, 
which  is,  in  one  branch  of  it,  correct.  The  bill 
saya  that,  in  the  settlement  of  this  claim  upon  the 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,  **  they  shall  ascer- 

*  tain,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  benefits  and  ad- 

*  vantages  which  accrued  to  the  United  States  from 

*  the  occupancy  of  it;  and  also  the  injury  which 

*  resulted  to  the  owners  of  it;  and  to  pay  the  same 

*  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 

*  appropriated.'*  Is  that  a  sound  principle  for  the 
assessment  of  damages,  taken  altogether  r  I  would 
ask  the  Senate,  Was  such  a  mode  of  the  assess- 
ment of  damages  ever  befare  heard  of,  as  this  first 
part  of  direction,  that  the  accounting  officers  are  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  damages  to  these  parties 
upon  the  principle  of  the  advantage  to  the  United 
States  from  tlie  occupation  of  the  island  ? 

No  such  principle  has  ever  obtained  in  reference 
to  the  United  States,  nor  could  it  in  justice  obtain. 
The  benefit  of  the  United  States  is  not  a  source  of 
injury  to  the  claimants.  If  the  United  States  take 
the  property  of  a  citizen  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever, though  that  purpose  may  prove  fruitless, 
and  though  it  may  be  a  wasteful  and  extravagant 
expenditure  on  their  part^  they  are  bound  to  com- 
pensate him  to  the  extent  of  his  loss.  But  on 
what  principle  is  it  ihat,  because  it  may  become 
important  to  the  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  private  property,  the  United  States  are  to  make 
compensation  a(*cording  to  the  benefit  which  they 
received,  as  well  as  according  to  the  injury  of  the 
party  ?  The  value  of  the  property,  the  real  dam- 
age to  the  party,  should  be  the  sole  measure  of  the 
injury  in  every  case.  Take  a  common  illustration 
of  this:  In  almost  all  the  States  there  are  internal 
improvements,  railroads,  which  are  made  by  rail- 
road laws,  for  the  incorporating  of  individuals 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  railroads,  and 
giving  generally  a  power,  where  the  parties  are 
incompetent,*from  minority  or  any  other  cause,  or 
are  unwilling  to  agree  as  to  the  sale  of  their  land, 
that  the  damages  may  be  assessed  by  a  jviry.  But 
do  those  laws  contain  a  clause  which  authorizes  a 
jury  to  ascertain  the  advantage  which  will  flow  to 
the  company  from  the  occupation  of  the  land,  as 
well  as  the  damages  which  tne  party  will  sustain  ? 
Did  any  man  ever  hear  of  such  a  proposition  as 
this,  that  the  importance  of  land  to  the  company 
which  is  to  make  the  road  was  to  be  taken  into 
the  account  in  ascertaining  the  damages?  Yet 
this  is  the  principle  upon  wnich  this  billgoes.  If 
it  is  recognized  as  a  correct  principle,  wherever 
there  is,  on  the  line  of  a  railroad,  some  portion  of 
land  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  lay  out  the 
road,  the  individual  holding  it  will  only  have  to 
say  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  company, 
they  cannot  get  along  without  it,  and  therefore  tne 
measure  of  my  damages  must  be  the  benefit  to  the 
company. 


I  submit  that  it  is  no  true  measure  of  damages 
recognizable  on  any  principle  either  in  the  case  of 
an  individual  or  in  the  case  of  the  Government. 
The  bill,  therefore,  in  point  of  form,  in  my  judg- 
ment, enacts  an  unsound  rule  for  ascertaining  the 
damage  sustained  by  the  party,  and  that,  beinj; 
unsound  in  principle,  it  ought  not  to  be  retained 
in  the  bill.  Secondly,  1  am  opposed  to  the  bill 
on  the  ground  that  it  girea  a  discretionary  power 
to  ascertain  damages  under,  as  I  have  saitf,  a  false 
rule;  but  whether  with  or  without  the  rule,  that 
discretionary  power  ought  not  to  be  given.  If 
we  are  to  compensate  these  parties  for  the  injuries 
they  have  sustained,  let  Congress  do  it;  but  as 
long  as  Congress  refuse  to  establish  a  tribunal  by 
which  claims  against  the  United  States  can  be  prop- 
erly adjudicated,  and  settled  upon  some  recog* 
nized  and  known  principles,  there  can  be  no  rea- 
son for  making  these  the  exceptional  ones  to  the 
action  of  Congress  in  reference  to  a  general  prin* 
ciple.  On  either  ground  I  am  opposra  to  this  bill 
iir  its  present  form;  and  unless  it  is  put  into  a  dif- 
ferent shapei  I  shall  oppose  it  on  these  grounds; 
but  waiving  these  objections,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  state  my  objections  to  the  claim  for  relief  oo 
which  tlie  bill  is  founded. 

I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  the  bill  in  cod* 
sequence  of  the  mode  in  which  the  damages  were 
directed  by  it  to  be  estimated ,  and  I  have  takeo 
the  trouble  to  read  over  all  the  papers  which  are 
printed,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the 
previous  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.    The  conclusion  that  my  jad^:- 
ment  has  come  to  from  this  examination  is,  that 
this  is  a  speculative  claim  from  the  begiitning  to 
the  end;  that  the  parties  who  have  prepared  i( 
(and  they  have  prepared  it  well)  have  done  it  oo 
a  speculation  upon  the  Gt>vemment,  and  that  there 
is  no  just  claim  against  the  United  States  for  a 
single  dollar.    It  appears  that  in  1821,  Simonton, 
who  resided  in  Havana,  knowing  (and  I  presuipe 
that  he  knew  it,  for  the  papers  are  very  indefinite 
in  their  information  on  many  points)  that  he  could 
probably  obtain  an  old  Spanisn  grant  in  the  handa 
of  a  man  by  the  name  or  Salas,  on  the  7th  of  De* 
cember,  of  that  year,  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  Government,  (whether  or  not  to  the  Naral 
Department  does  not  appear,)  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  Key  West,  then  a  deso- 
late and   uninhabited  island,  as  a  naval  station. 
He  did  not  do  this  as  the  owner — not  as  a  claimaot 
— not  as  a  person  having  any  individual  interest, 
but  with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  the  country;  and 
within  thirty  days  afler  he  had  sent  this  notice  to 
the  Government,  which  they  immediately  acted 
upon  by  surveying  it,  he  purchased  it.    Thiawai 
at  the  time  when  there  were  a  great  many  piraiei 
in   the  neighborhood  of  the  West  Indies  who 
preyed  upon  our  commerce.    Within  thirty  days 
after  he  had  done  this,  he  purchased  from  Saiaa, 
for  two  thousand  dollars,  his  Spanish  grant.  The 
papers  in  the  case  show  that  there  was  a  coo- 
test  in  reference  to  titles  between  the  Governor, 
Gidney,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Simonton. 
None  of  these  titles  had  been  acknowledged  under 
the  treaty_of  Florida— none  of  them  had  been  pro- 
duced.   There  was  no  law  till  1832  to  authonze 
any  adjudication  upon  them.    As  to  Pp"J"!°"j 
the  evidence  is  exceedingly  imperfect.  The  Uiuim 
Slates  in  1822  had  a  survey  made  of  the  uW 
under  Commodore  Perry,  and  left  there  a  g:uart 
with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  Island,  wluca 
was  then,  and  had  been  hitherto,  according  to  that 
oflicer,  a  resort  for  smugglers  and  piratM,  aw 
utterly  imsafe  as  a  residence.    Being  found  to  w 
admirable  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  this  coin- 
munication,  the   Government  subsequenUVi  « 
1823>  directed  Commodore  Porter  to  cstablwh  » 
naval  depot  and  barracks  there,  when  he  was  pu 
in  command  of  the  squadron  for  i*»«  P"T**  " 
suppressing  piracy  in  these  seas.    Under  ^^?, 
ders  he  made  the  establishment,  and  he  repom 
that  he  had  so  made  it  in  April,  1823.    Imm^!; 
ately  there  commenced  a  scene  of  constant  flwpu;^ 
between  the  commanding  oflScer  and  the  aJigg^ 
owners  of  the  land,  whose  title  had  not  y« 
established,  and  was  not  established  ""H^J^^ 
These  disputes  were  in  reference  t<»."**J  [^to 
relation  to  a  plan  of  the  town,  and  in  r«'*';T;  u- 
the  preparauons  alleged  to  have  been  roafle^^ 
them  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  o"  "'*,?L,,itiei 
ture  of  salt.   W^e  wire  w»ou8  oAer  d^"„. 
existing  between  them.    They  alleged  tftw  ^^^ 
\  modore  Porter  exercised  arbitrary  power 
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disposition  of  their  property^  and  on  these  grounds, 
which  ore  very  imperfectly  proved,  and  by  entirely 
txparU  testimony,  they  now  come  forward  to  claim, 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  contingent  dam- 
ages arising  out  of  the  acts  of  Commodore  Porter. 
They  say  Uiat  he  destroyed  their  wood,  and  they 
had  to  abandon  certain  hogs  on  the  island ;  that  he 
interfered,  by  his  despotic  orders,  with  their  com- 
mercial enterprises;  that  he  prevented  settlers 
from  coming  on  the  island;  that  the  establishment 
of  martial  law  by  him  on  the  island  was  an  inter- 
ference with  their  rights  of  property,  as  he  refused 
that  any  person  should  build  without  his  authority 
or  -  permission ;  that  it  not  only  broke  up  their 
commercial  arrangements,  but  that  it  tended  to 
prevent  the  settlement  of  the  island,  retarded  its 
commercial  interests,  and  deteriorated  its  value. 
This  is  the  general  ground  of  complaint  which  is 
mnde. 

Now,  in  point  of  fact,  it  appears  that  for  this 
island  they  gave  |3,000;  and  they  received  from 
the  Grovernment  $4,0P0  for  the  site  of  a  custom- 
bouse,  13,200  for  ground  for  the  barracks,  and 
$6,800  for  other  land  purchased  from  them  by  the 
CJovernmeni,  making  $14,000  paid  for  property  on 
the  island  for  the  use  of  the  Government.  .  They 
were  also  paid  in  1847  by  the  Navy  Department, 
for  the  wood  which  they  alleged  was  used  by  the 
Navy,  $3,695.  Thus  they  received  altogether 
from  the  Government  $17,695  and  some  cents, 
for  an  island  which  cost  them  but  $2,000.  The 
real  damage,  in  my  judgment,  was  mlly  paid  for 
when  the  wood  was  paid  for.  That  is  the  infer- 
ence which  I  derive  from  the  proof  in  the  case. 

The  learned  Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mal- 
LORT,]  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Aflairs,  and  by  whom  this  bill  was  reported, 
well  understands  that  damages  at  law,  even  be- 
tween individuals,  may  be  too  remote  to  be  recov- 
ered. A  great  portion  of  the  damages  claimed  in 
this  case  are  objectionable  on  that  ground.  The 
allegation  that  these  parties  intended  and  had  made 
preparation  to  establish  salt-works  there,  which 
were  interfered  with  by  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment,.is  not  proved  in  itself;  and  if  it  were  proved 
it  comes  under  that  class' of  damages  too  remote, 
even  in  the  case  of  individuals  arising  out  of  the 
trespass,  Co  justify  the  recovery  of  damages.  But 
th^re  is  another  ground  which,  in  my  judgment, 
cuts  off  this  claim  altogether.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  February,  1823,  instructed  Commo- 
dore Porter  to  take  possession  of  the  island.  An 
extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  is  to  be  found  at  page  20  of  the  report 
made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1848,  and 
it  is  attached  to  the  report  of  the  Senate  commit- 
tee. This  extract  contnins  all  of  Commodore  Por- 
ter's instructions  in  relation  to  his  duty  in  regard 
to  this  island: 

"  You  will  establish  at  Thompson's  Island,  usually  called 
Key  West,  a  dep5t,  and  land  the  ordnance  and  marines  to 
protect  the  stores  and  provisions.  If,  however,  you  shall 
find  any  important  objection  to  this  place,  and  a  more  suit- 
able and  convenient  one  can  be  found,  jou  are  at  liberty  to 
■elect  it  as  a  depot." 

These  were  the  orders  of  the  Government  to 
the  officer.    If  under  these  orders  for  establishing 
a  depdt,  the  officer,  without  warrant  of  law,  chose 
to  declare  martial  law — if  he  infringed  on  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  by  any  arbitrary  conduct,  the  courts 
were  open  for  relief,  and  the  Government  can  incur 
no  responsibility  for  the  malversation  of  its  officer 
or  for  nis  acts,  beyond  his  orders  and  authority. 
1  do  not  slate  this  merely  from  my  oMm  opinion, 
but  on   the  authority  of  a  very  able  and  distin- 
euished  man,  formerly  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  L^ar^,  in  an  opinion  given 
by  him  on  the  case  of  Sibbald,  somewhat  similar 
to  this,  and  which  was  referred  to  in  the  petition 
of  the  memorialists.    A  bill  was  passed  referring, 
without  any  rule  being  laid  down,  to  the  account- 
ing officers  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Sibbald  for 
damages,  which  was  a  case  not  dissimilar,  but  in 
the  particular  facts  of  course  not  the  same  as  this. 
Fortunately  for  the  country,  Mr.  Legar§  was  At- 
torney General.    He  ^ve  (lis  opinion  on  the  case, 
which  will  be  found  m  the  "Opinions  of  the  At- 
torneys General  of  the  United  States,"  pace  1543. 
He  there  lajs  down  the  rules  which  should  ^ide 
the  accounting  officers  in  that  case  in  ascertaining 
the  damages.    Among  them  he  lays  down  this 
proposition,  which  I  take  to  be  uncjuestioned  in 
law,  and  which  cannot  be  contradicted  here  or 
elsewhere: 

<*  Tbm  dam^es  mntt  not  only  havs  beta  dirsctly  ea««W, 
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not  merely  occasioned,  by  the  interference  of  ahy  agent  of 
the  United  States,  but  he  must  have  acted  under  their 
authority.  Whatever  the  agents  did  beyond  their  instrnc- 
tions,  cleariy  they  did  in  their  own  wrong,  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  responsible.'' 

I  say,  then,  that,  on  the  proofs  in  this  case, 
there  is  not  a  single  fact  shown  of  any  act  done  to 
the  individual  who  makes  the  claim  here,  by  Com- 
modore Porter,  which  is  within  his  instructions, 
for  which  the  parties  have  not  been  paid.  The 
d^pdt  has  been  paid  for:  the  site  for  the  barracks 
and  the  custom-house  has  been  paid  for.  The 
wood  alleged  to  have  been  taken  has  been  paid  for. 
And  there  is  no  other  act  within  his  instructions 
complained  of,  which  is,  as  far  as  I  have  read 
these  papers,  attempted  to  be  proved.  It  is  #- 
leged,  that  by  his  arbitrary  conduct  on  the  island — 
containing  altogether  about  seven  hundred  acres — 
its  value  was  greatly  diminished.  It  is  said  that 
he  ordered  the  proprietors  to  pen  up  their  hogs; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  their  inability  to  do  so 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  them.  If  he  gave 
that  order  he  did  it  without  right.  The  right  could 
not  be  derived  from  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  If  it  was  done,  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  property;  and  they  were  not 
bound  by  it.  If  the  hogs  had  not  been  penned  up 
and  they  were  used  by  the  Gt)vernment,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  then  be  responsible.  But  there  is 
no  proof  of  that.  There  is  no  proof  as  to  by  whom 
the  hogs  were  taken.  They  simply  declare  that 
they  were  abandoned  in  cons^uence  of  an  order 
of  Commodore  Porter.  I  f  he  made  such  an  order, 
it  was  clearly  ill^al,  and  could  not  have  been  de- 
rived from  his  power  to  establish  a  dep6t.  That 
power  of  his  did  not  give  him  jiirisaiction  over 
the  whole  island. 

Another  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  by  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  island  its  settlement' was  retarded. 
Now,  in  ray  opinion,  great  advantages  accrue  to 
these  parties  from  the  occupation  of  the  island  by 
the  Gt>vernment.  But  those  advances  seem  to 
be  altogether  lost  sijght  of.  At  the  time  the  island 
was  ts^en  possession  of  by  the  Government,  the 
report  of  Coinmodore  Perry  showa  that  it  was  a 
desolate  island,  the  resort  of  smugglers  and  pi- 
rates, and  unsafe  as  a  residence.  It  will  be  found 
on  page  16  of  the  report  of  1848  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  Com- 
mander Perry,  in  a  communication  dated  March 
28,  1822,  uses  this  language: 

"  Heretofore  the  Florida  Keys  have  been  the  resort  of 
smugglers,  New  Providence  wreckers,  and  in  fhct  of  a  set 
of  desperudoes  who  have  paid  but  tittle  regard  either  to  law 
or  honesty.  The  present  ebtabU«hment,  mough  on  a  small 
scale,  will,  I  coniectnre,  (with  the  assistance  of  the  set- 
tlers,) be  enabled  to  keep  these  lawless  people  fn»m  this 
island.  But  I  would  suggest  the  necessity  of  an  eariy  aug- 
mentation of  force,  if  it  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  revenue  laws.  A  gun- boat  would  be  a  force  sufficient 
to  answer  all  the  purposes  required." 

There  are  many  other  matters  contained  in  the 
facts  stated  in  this  case  which  are  open  to  com- 
ment; but  it  is  not  worth  my  while  to  detain  the 
Senate  by  commenting  upon  them.  The  fact  is 
certainly  not  prove()  in  the  cases  that  some  of  the 
parties  who  claimed  damages  had  an  interest  in 
the  property  at  the  time.  They  claim  that  they 
had  an  interest;  but  their  interest  is  not  shown. 
There  is  also  a  disconnection  in  the  proof  as  to 
many  of  the  facts,  which,  if  it  were  worth  while, 
I  would  now  comment  upon.  But  I  shall  not 
trouble  myself  with  those,  matters  now. 

I  wish,  however,  to  refer  to  a  fact  which  appears 
to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  of  this  body, at  this  session.  This  claim 
was  originally  presented  in  thenameof  John  White- 
head, who  is  now  one  of  the  claimants.  But  this 
is  now  here  as  the  claim  of  John  W.  Simonton. 
It  was  before  Congress  as  early  as  the  first  session 
of  the  Twenty-third  Congress.  The  committee 
were  then  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
claim;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  At  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  maae 
a  report  upon  it;  and  that  report  I  ask  to  have 
reatl.  It  shows  that  this  matter  has  been  fully  in- 
vestigated, and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  there  were 
better  means  of  investigation — while  Commodore 
Porter  was  living. 

TJie  Secretary  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

Navt  Dbpastx bnt,  December  15, 1834. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  The  rcsoliitinn  of  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  I6th  Jane  last,  referring  the  memorial  and 
documents  of  John  Whitehead,  and  othen,  owners  of  Key 
W«st»  for  txaoiinatioB  into  tbs  fkcts  therein  stated,  to  «oi- 


lect  tlie  necessary  evidence,  and  report  the  earns,  together 
with  copies  of  such  letters  and  papers  in  thin  Department 
as  relate  thereto,  to  th«^  Senate  at  its  neit  se^Mion,  has  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

The  parties  interested  in  tJiis  ca«e  state,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  communication  made  by  them  on  the  17th 
Decemlier,  1891,  representing  tlie  pecnliar  impormnce  of 
Key  West,  as  a  naval  station  to  protect  our  commerce  from 
pirates,  and  suppress  the  slave  trade.  Lieutenant  Perry  was 
ordered,  on  the  7th  February,  183-2,  to  exmnine  said  island 
and  its  bartiors,  lie.,  and,  if  deemed  necessary  by  him,  to 
take  possession  in  the  niune  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
on  the  i28tb  March  following,  be  made  a  report  of  bis  pro- 
ceedings. 

That  instructions  were  subsequently  issued  lo  Captain 
Patterson,  on  the  15th  November,  1633,  who  reported  tho 
refiult  of  his  examinations  on  the  llih  March  and  IQth  July, 
1803. 

That  Commodore  Porter,tf>n  the  1st  of  February,  1^3, 
received  his  general  instructions,  as  coromandniu  of  the 
West  India  station,  and  was  directed  to  estnbli^  a  dep5t 
at  Thompson's  Island,  usually  called  Key  WePt,  and  land 
ordnance  and  marines  to  protect  the  stores  and  provisions. 

That  the  said  commander  assumed  entire  control  and 
Jurii'diction  of  said  island ;  forcibly  appropriating  wood  al- 
ready cut,  and  causing  ntore  to  be  cutiiown  and  used,  seiz- 
ing and  using,  for  his  officers  and  men,  hugs  and  sheep 
running  at  large,  the  property  of  the  memorialists ;  prohii^it- 
inpr  the  owners  a|id  their  agents  from  tmilding  or  improving 
without  his  permission ;  and  enforced  military  law  vtpon 
the  said  island ;  of  which  grievances,  they  »tate,  that  they  in- 
tbrmed  tlie  Navy  Department  by  a  communication  da<^ 
the  1st  of  February,  1825. 

In  support  of  these  allenitions,  the  memorialists  offhr  the 
deposition  of  Griffith  W.  Roberts;  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Porter  to  Lieutenant  James  M.  Mcintosh, 
sworn  to  by  John  Whitehead ;  a  letter  of  Master  Com- 
mandant M.  P.  Mix  to  said  Whitehead;  certlrted  co|rfi*s  of 
two  leners  from  P.  C.  Greene  &  Co.  to  Commodore  Porter, 
and  the  original  of  Commodore  Porter's  reply  }  a  certificats 
of  Lieutenant  James  M.  Mcintosh,  with  copy  of  Commo- 
dore Porter's  letter  to  him  above  referred  to,  and  an  im- 
perfect copy  of  the  communication  of  1st  February,  1835, 
which  are  all  hereto  apnexed,  lettered  ftom  A  to  6  in- 
clusive. 

The  records  and  files  of  the  Navy  Department  have  been 
carefully  examined,  but  afiOTd  no  information  nor  evidenco  • 
of  the  seizures  and  damages  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain that  they  sustained,  nor  can  any  communication  bo 
found  to  have  been  received  from  them  on  the  subject, 
dated  the  l^t  of  February,  1835. 

The  conimunieation  of  tlie  7tli  of  December,  1831 ;  Ibo 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  39th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  to  the  President :  and  the  instnictions  to  Lieu- 
tenant Perry,  Commodore  Patterson,  and  Commodore  Por- 
ter, and  tlie  reports  by  these  officers,  to  which  the  roemo- 
riansts  allude,  are  appended  hereto,  and  numbered  from  1 
to  8,  inclusive.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senate  will  observe  that 
the  case  was  fully  examined  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  at  that  time,  and  that  the  communica- 
tion containing  complaints  against  Commodore 
Porter's  conduct,  which  it  is  alleged  that  these  par- 
ties made  in  February,  1825,  was  never  made. 
The  Secretary  states,  tnataAer  an  examination  of 
the  records,  he  could  find  no  evidence  of  the  seiz- 
ures and  damages  of  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain. He  could  not  find  the  communication  con- 
taining complaints  against  Commodore  Porter, 
said  to  have  been  made  in  1825;  but  a  mutilated 
copv  of  the  alleged  communication  was  offered  as 
eviaence.  This  report  was  made  to  Congress  after 
a  full  examination  of  all  thefacts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  claim. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Con- 
gress nothing  w^  done  in  regard  to  this  claim. 
Nothing  was  done  at  the  second  session  of  that 
Congress.  At  the  second  session  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Congress  the  committee  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.  At  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Twenty-eixth  Congress  the  committee 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  claim  of  the  pe- 
titioner, after  investigating  all  the  facts.  After  the 
^report  was  made,  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw 
the  papers  of  the  party;  and  they  now  bring  for- 
ward the  same  claim,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
precisely  on  the  same  papers,  without  any  addi- 
tional testimony  whatever:  at  any  rate,  no  addi- 
tional testimony  seems  to  have  been  taken  since 
'that  time.  That  report  was  made  to  the  Senate  on 
the  23d  of  January,  184(L  It  is  report  No  109  of 
the  first  session  of  the  26th  Congress. 

**  Mr.  Tapt AN  submitted  the  fbllowinf  report ; 

"  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  John  Whitehead,  for  himself  aad  others, 
with  the  accompanying  documents^ report: 

**  1st.  Tiiat  the  memoiialist  avers  tliat  In  December^ 
1831,  he  and  his  associates  became  the  proprietors  of  the 
island  of  Key  West,  by  purchase  of  a  Spanish  grant  of  Hie 
6th  of  August,  1815;  that  in  December,  1821,  they  took 
possession  of  the  island,  and  held  it  ta  the  time  of  filing 
.  the  memorial. 

«*2d.  That  the  memorialist  repreeented  to  the- Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  ihe  advantages  of  Key  West  m 
a  naval  station,  and  Invited  Its  use  for  that  purpose  ;  that 
in  consequence  of  such  invitation,  the  island  was  in  March 
or  July,  1833,  taken  possession  of  by  Lieutenaut  Pewy,. 
acting  under  oidsn  fnum  tbs  S«ccotary  of  tho  Navy ;  thai 
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such  occapstion  of  the  whole  of  the  island  wan  couUniifHl 
until  tome  time  in  letST,  tnd  of  part  of  it  unUl  tbe  year 

*«  ad.  The  meiiiorialii*U  complain  that  the  naval  othcers 
interfered  with  their  plans  of  buildinft  and  arranging  their 
town  Inu,  mid  built  their  atore-honaee  without  any  regard 
tocuchlots;  that  they  exercised  exclutivc  authority  over 
the  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  ITnited  StatM,  and  did  wot 
permit  the  memorialists  to  do  in  all  thingsa*  they  pleased. 

"4th.  That  three  hundred  cords  of  cut  and  piled  wood 
were  taken  and  used  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  an 
unknown  quantity  of  wood  was  cut  and  used  by  them. 

"  5th.  Tliat  the  memorialists  owned  a  large  stock  of  hogn 
and  sheep,  which  ran  at  large  on  the  island,  which  they 
were  compelled  wholly  to  abandon. 

•*6th.  That  the  very  large  prnfixa  which  might  have  ac- 
crued to  tJiem  from  the"  commerce  of  the  place,  were  lopt  by 
the  transtbrmation  of  the  port  of  entry  mio  a  military  tri- 
bunal. 


fiaral  stdtion  there.  That  was  all.  And  for  the 
land  which  was  taken  to  fulfill  that  order  the  claim- 
ant has  been  p^id.  If  thfe  opinion  of  Mr.  Legare 
be  correct — and  I  hold  it  clear  that  it  is  so — there 
ca'n  be  no  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  p&y  these  individuals  for  any  alleged 
acts  of  injury  inflicted  by  the  arbitrary  orders  of  | 
Commodore  Porter. 

For  my  own  part,  I  give  but  little  credence  to 
the  ex  parte  testimony  now  brought  forward  and 
promulgated,  when  Commodore  Porter  Ik  not  here 
to  answer  it,  and  when  it  is  not  corrQj)orated  by 
the  reports  he  made  to  the  Government  in  the 
course  of  his  official  duties  as  commander  of  the 
j|ost.    Therefore  I  cannot  sanction  such  a  claim 


seyen  hundred  acres,  it  is  four  and  a  half  miles  long 
by  a  little  over  a  mile  wide. 

It  appears  that  in  1821  and  1899  the  Gorern- 
ment  became  impressed,  through  the  memorials  of 
merchants,  ship-masters,  and  others,  with  the  n^ 
cessity  of  suppressing  piracy  in  the  Gnlf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  on  the  shores  of  Cuba.  A  de|)ot  and 
rendezvous  for  litis  purpose  were  absolutely  es- 
sential, and  no  other  pomi  in  that  vicinity  couU 
by  any  possibility  be  selected  as  a  rendezvoai. 
T^he  wants  of  the  UoTernmeut  therefore  compelled 
them  to  take  Key  West.  It  was  at  tlmt  time  pri- 
vate property,  it  was  a  valuable  Spanish  grant, 
which  was  confirmed  under  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
and  subsequently .  recognized  as  legal  by  the  prop- 


"Theitemsofchijmsctupby  Uiememoralik*!,areasfol-     by  my  judgment  and  my  vole.      For  these  rea-  '  er  tribunal.     The  purchase  of  this  CTiuit,antii  the 


necessary  steps  m  order  u*  have  their  title  con- 
firmed, cost  these  proprielors  over  f50 ,000.  What 
orders  did  the  Government  give  to  Commodore 
Porter?  A  gretit  deal  has  heen  said  about  ihr 
injury  to  private  property,  and  suits  to  be  brought 


sons  1  am  opposed  to  the  claim  altogether.  I  think 
,  ita{»pears,  on  examination  of  the  papers,  that  this 

is  a  speculative  claim.  The  parties,  having  no  in- 
;    terest  in  the  Island  at  nil,  invited  the  attention  oi 

the  Government  to  it  at  a  lime  when  ihey  were        ^     ^  .     .      , 

!  probably  negotiating  for  its  purchase.  They  asked- ,,  agaitist  the  officer.     The  orders  of  Commodorp 
I  the  Government  to  establish  a  naval  station  there,   j  Porter  were, to  proceed  to  the  island  of  Key  We« 

8«>  that  the  island  might  grow  into  importance.  '!  and  occupy  it.     How  could  he  occupy  it  without 

They  then  purchased  an  old  Spanish  claim  for 

|[2,000.  The  Government,  after  lite  recommenda- 
'  lion  was  made  by  tbem,  sent  an  officer  there  and 
1,  established  a  depot.     Thus  tbese  parties  derived 

advantages   from   that.      They  were  enabled   to 


excluding  those  already  in  occupation.'  So  for 
from  that  island  being;  then  a*  resort  for  smu^m 
and  pirates,  it  was  inhabited  by  respectable  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  men  of  wealth  and  prop- 
erty, who  had  moved  there  knowing  that  it  u-as 


settle. the  island,  which  had  before  been  a  resort  !'  one  of  the  most  salient  points  in  that  part  of  ibt 
for  snriugglers  and^  pirates.  This  they  could  not  ;  country,  knowing  that  it  must  become  the  great 
have  done  without'the  establishment  of  the  depot  II  depot  for  the  southwestern  trade,  and  for  the 
by  the  Government.  Having  received  all  these  ad- j|  manufacture  of  salt,  then  paying  a  duty  of  ten 
vantages  from  the  Government,  they  immediately  ;  cents  per  bushel;  who  had  estahlished  commissioci 
began  to  quarrel  with  the  officers  as  to  all  their  ji  houses,  large  warehouses,  arid  made  greht  p^pa- 
acts.     But  now,  conceding  that  some  of  these  acts  '  .        •.    ^  •     «   . 

were  arbitrary,  we  do  not  know  the  exit^encies  of  ^ 
the  cAse.    We  cannot  judge  of  the  ne«'«3sity  of  the 


M 


case,  because  the  officers  are  not  here  to  explain, 
and  he  who  had  the  chief  command  has  passed 
away  from  earth. 


lows,  viz 
•*  Ist.  For  the  forcible  occupation  and  uao  or  Key  West 

for  a  period  of  three  and  one  half  yearn. 
**^.  For  damages  in  consequence  of  their  inability  to 

induce  tlie  employment  of  capital  there  in  saltmnking. 
"  3d.  For  depreciation  of  the  value  of  K«y  We«t  to  itj4 

proprietor,  growing  out  of  its  umc,  by  the  United  Staten. 
**  4th.   For  tlirce  hiindred  conls*  of  wood  forcibly  taken. 
**5th.  For  five  hundred  cords  of  w«>od  torcibly  out  and 

listed. 
'*  6th.  For  three  hundred  sheep. 
***  7th.  For  two  hundred  hogs. 
('Florida  was  ceded  to  tlio  United  Btateii  in  lB19,and 

possession  was  taken  of  the  territory  on  the  10th  of  July, 

1831 ;  the  memoralint  says  that  he  took  posae^lon  of  the 

island  of  Key  West,  in  December,  18*2.3.    The  principal 

part  of  the  claim  of  the  inemoralist  i^  bouomed  upon  the 

hypothesis  that  in  Decmbcr,  1^.1.  he  had  a  lawful  right  to 

lake  possefision  of  the  island  without  waiting  to  have  his 

claim  admitted  and  recognized  by  the  Government  of  the 

United  Stales,  and  that,  of  coun*c,  the  interference  by  ihc 

officers  of  Uie  Government  with  his  possession  wa^i  illegal. 

In  both  tlieso  positions  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 

the  memoralist  is  mistaken.    The  granbi  made  by  tlie  9pan  - 

ish  Government  of  lands  in  Florida  before  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion, unless  the  grantees  were  in  actual  possc8»!iion  at  Uie 

time  the  territory  was  delivered  to  the  United  States,  were 

not  acknowledged  as  valid  until  they  had  been  so  recog- 
nized by  Uie  appropriate  tribunal,  and  did  not  give  any  legal 

right  to  such  grantee  to  place  himself  in  posseitsiou. 
«*  The  memoralist  produces  no  evidence  of  title  to  the  ii«I- 

and  in  question,  but  the  conxmiRee  hAve  taken  it  lor  crantcd 

that  his  claim  is  as  he  states  it.  one  nut  yet  (mtented, 

and  therefore  not  definitively  acknowledged  by  tite  United "    there  is  no  ground  of  claim  at  all  upon  the  Gov- 

Btates;  and  with  this  view  of  it,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the     ernment;  and  that  the  parties  have  really  received    i 

STalhl^ed*''™'  '"         -peciflcanon  of  his  clami  cannot     ^^^^  ^^^  Government  $17,000  for  Whatiost  them    ' 

ff  the  law  did  allow  claimants  under  Spani*«h  grant*,   ;  but  $3,000.     This  is  a  claim  for  contingent  danj-    ' 

standing  in  tIte  situation  of  the  memorialist,  to  take  posses-  ]   ages;  not  legal  damages — not  damages   growing  '! 

stonandsurveyoutfortheroselvestiietftrritorygranted^  ;'  outof  any  recognized  principle  of  liability.  If  the  >  enough  to  refer  me  to  those  orders?  I  eot  them 
;:;sSX"o7rSland'in  "l^X^^'^^^^wT^l  I  facts  whi'ch  their  allegS  be  tr*ue-and  they  are  sus-  ],  fronAhc  report  of  the  committee  of  the.Hou^o, 
morialist  that  it  was  made  a  naval  station,  and  u.«ed  by  the  ji  tained  only  by  somefx parte  testimony — iheparties  ;;  Representatives  m  1848,  and  I  am  at  vanancewith 
naval  deportment  as^such,  at  the  pressing  instance  and  re-  m  would  unquestionably  have  brought  a  civil  suit  i  him  as  to  the  question  of  fact.  There  is  no  order 
quest  of  the  memoriahst,  and  that  the  memorialist  has  been    i         .         ^'  .        -v..     .         .       p.      ...   .  •     h  ..      #  .      ,        .        .  •  •. 

paid  his  own  price  for  such  grounds  as  were  occupied  for 
the  public  service ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  officers  in 
command  on  that  station  interfered  in  any  way  with  the 
occupancy  and  use  of  the  residue  o(  the  island  by  the  me- 
morialist and  his  associates,  or  prevented  tliem  from  using 
the  natural  advantages  of  the  iiijand  in  the  mauntbcture  of 
salt.  There  is,  therefore,  no  equitable  claim  against  the 
Government  for  ttiosc  specifications. 

As  to  the  claim  for  the  use  of  Uie  memorialist's  sheep, 
hogs,  and  firewood,  the  evidence  adduced  is  extremely  loose> 
indefinite  and  contradictory ;  but  It  is  unnecessary-  for  Con- 
gress tojegislate  upon  this  part  of  the  claim,  for  if  the  me- 
morialist iiai  fUmisbed  these  supplies  for  the  Navy,  upon 
application  and  due  proof  of  the  facts  to  Uie  proper  depart- 
ment, the  existing  laws  authorize  payment  to  be  made  for 
them.  <<• 

Your  committee,  therefbre,  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  • 

Retolrsd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  mereorialift  is  uorca- 
sonabie,  and  cannot  be  granted.*' 


rations  for  carrying  on  trade  with  Cuba,  Porto 
Rico,  and  the  West  Indies  generally.  Comi?.o 
dore  Porter  went  there,  and  found  the  island  pop- 
ulated; he  found  municipal  authorities  there,  aad 
he  took  possession  of  the  island.  We  are  nov 
told  that  if  he  exercised  his  possession  to  the  in- 
I  submit,  theu,  that  under  these  circumstances,  'jury  of  private  property,  the  f>artie8  must  look  w» 
'    "    '  ■  "  -.     ^         'him  for  indemnification.     From  whom  did  his 


orders  proceed  ?  From  tbe  United  Slates— from 
the  sovereign  power — 'he  had  orders  to  ocnipy 
the  island. 

Mr.   BAYARD.     Will   the  Senator  be  kind 


to  occupy  the  island  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  The  order  was  to  wtabUsh 
a  depot  and  rendezvous,  and  who  ever  hetird  of » 
depot  and  a  rendezvous  without  tlie  occupation  ol 
land.'  Can  there  be  such  a  thing?  Not  at  tU 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  occupy  the  land. 
The  officer  did  occupy  the  land.  He  erected  his 
hospital — he  erected  his  barracks — he  erected  his 
prisons — he  erected  his  repairing  and  refittine  )'«"!» 
there — he  had  his  galleys  there.    The  inhabiunu 


Unreasonable,  indeed,  the  claim  was  then,  and 
It  is  not  less  unreasonable  now. 

Mr.  FISH.    When  was  that  report  made? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  In  1840,  when  all  the  facts 
which  now  appear  in  the  papers  were  brought  b^ 
fore  the  Senate,  and  were  in  existence  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  parties.  I  presume,  therefore, 
that  they  were  brought  before  the  committee;  but 
if  they  were  withheld  it  was  the  fault  of  the  claim- 
ants. 

As  I  said  before,  there  is  no  ground  of  claim  for 
any  damages  arising  o^t  of  any  legal  order.  The 
wood  which  was  taken  has  been  paid  for.  The 
land  which  was  occupied  has  been  paid  for.  As 
to  the  occupation  of  the  island  under  martial  law, 


I  against  Commodore  Porter,  in    His  lifetime,  in 

order  to  determine  to  what  extent  his  authority 
I  wcut.  Then  there  would  have  been  a  decision  as 
I  to  how  far  the  powers  of  a  military  or  naval  officer 

of  the  United  States  under  such  circumstances  ex- 
'  tended. 

'      Mr.  MALLORY.    I  liavc  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  hear  that  any  private  claim  upon  the 

Government,  however  justly  founded,  might  very 
j  well  be  handed  over  to  one's  heirs,  executors,  and 

I  administrators,  and  that  an  appeal  to  Congress  for  i!  were  excluded  from  the  occupation  of  their  owe 
!  indemnity  for  the  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  Gov-  !|  soil — they  were  precluded  from  selling  their  own 
'  ernment  was  about  the  last  resort  which  a  wise  :|  property.  The  Commodore  only  confirmed  such 
'  man  would  ever  attempt.    I  am  somewhat  con-  '       '  *  '  »    •«  -l       u.. 

firmed  in  this  idea  by  the  opposition  to  this  bill. 
'  I  am  very  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  to  record 
;  my  vote  in  its  favor,  and  to  answer  presumptions 
j  of  fact  and  law  which  have  been  here  made  against 

it.     And  first,  I  know  that  the  honorable  Senator 

who  opposes  this  bill,  when  he  finds  he  has  totally 

misapprehended  and  totally  misstated  the  facts,  will 
I  be  the  first  to  say  so.  I  will  commence  where  the 
i  honorable  Senator  lefl  off — that  this  is  a  specula - 
I  live  claim.    This  idet),  I  suppose,  is  ba.sea  upon 

the  presum^nion,  that  an  individual  has  no  right  to  , 

compete  with  the  Government,  has  no  right  to  ' 

I  make  a  purchase  with  the  view  of  selling  to  the  L  ^ . __ _  

\  Government.    I  will  not  discuss  that  proposition  ij  has  been  unanimous,  expressly  sets  forth  all  thu 

for  a  moment.  I  do  not  suppose  thai  any  sensi-  \\  evidence  of  occupancy,  and  all  the  injuries,  or 
i  ble  man  denies  ihe  right  of  a  private  individual  to  li  most  of  the  injuries  done  to  private  propc'^y- 
1  make  a  purchase  in  view  of  the  value  of  his  prop-  ;  j  And  there  is  no  idea  set  up  there,  that  the  lalanu 


grants  as  he  chose,  and  he  exercised  all  the  right* 
of  eniinent  domain.  All  this  was  done  under  the 
authority  of  the  Government.  It  was  continued 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  Now,  does  such 
occupation,  independent  and  apart  from  nil  ad- 
vantages derived  by  the  Government  froin  it,  tfi 
defiance  of  private  rights,  give  any  right  to  id- 
demnificAiion  ?  I  presume  there  can  be  no  doubt 
upon  that  subject;  but  the  idea  is  sought  to  be  ^ 
up,  that  because,  perhaps,  the  island  itself  den ved 
a  benefit  from  such  occupation,  that  might  be  put 
as  an  offset  against  the  use  of  private  property  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  owners.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaire,  whidi 


erty  being  enhanced  by  the  wants  of  the  Govern-  J  was  enhancedun  the  slightest  degree  bv  the  orcu- 
or  as  the  place  for  the  sitting  of  a  military  tribu-  |  meni;  but  the  fact  is,  that  years  before  the  propo-  \\  pation.    On  the  contrary,  being soiTie«rnRlwninw' 


anion  was  held  out  to  the  Government  by  our  ij  with  that  part  of  the  country,  fam  free  to  confe«. 
merchants  and  citizens  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  ,'  that  absolutely  more  injury  than  the  United^J*'?' 
GulfofMexico,  the  purchase  was  negotiated.  This  'I  can  ever  pay  for  by  their  occupancy,  **<^^"^  ^ 
purchase  was  undertaken  upon  private  account  for  '  consequence  of  that  occupancy.  I  know  the  wet, 
one  gentleman,  who  sold  out  to  three  othersf  ma-  i  that  many  had  to  leave  the  island  in  consequence 
erty,  he  puts  the  Governinent  under  ho  responsi-  ,,  king  four  proprietors  long  before  any  suggestions  ■  of  its  occupancy  by  the  Government.  I  i^now 
bility,  but  is  himself  responsible.  No  order  was  of  its  occupancy  by  the  Government  of  the  United  !{  the  fact,  that  citizens  were  tied  up  andounisnea 
given  to  him  to  establish  there  a  military  tribunal;  \\  States  was  indulged  in.  Instead  of  these  parties  under  martial  law.  The  law  of  Commodore  ror- 
no  order  was  given  to  him  to  put  the  island  under  j-  giving  $3,000  for  this  property,  it  has  cost  them  ter  was  military  law— he  occupied  the  »^%"'^? 
martial  law;  but  simply  to  establish  a  depdt  and  i;  at  Itast  $50,000.    Instead  of  the  island  being  over     iheneceewity  of  hi«  order  toestaWithanaw^^*^ 


nal,  if  Commodofe  Port^  did  that,  he  went  be- 
yond the  warrant  which  his  orders  allowed  him  to 
go;  and  if  an  officer  transgresses  the  orders  which 
are  given  him  by  the  Department,  and  inflicts 
injury  upon  a  citizen  us  regards  his  rights  of  prop 
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and  rendezvous.  Such  none  could  not  have  been  es- 
uiblishetl  but  by  the  occupation  of  the  island .  Tliis 
occupation  brought  the  yellow  fever  among  the  in- 
habitants. It  prevailed  among  the  sailors,  and  was 
introduced  among  the  citizens,  and  gave  to  Key 
Wedt  the  character  and  reputation  of  being  a  sickly 
place. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  occupation  of  land 
against  the  wishes  of  bona  fide  owners  does  create 
a  valid  claim  agauist  the  Government  for  indemni- 
Hcation.     But  we  are  told  that  the  claim  has  been 
paid  in  part  or  in  whole.     I  undertake  to  say  here 
in  my  place,  that  not  the  first  dollar — not  the  first 
cent  has  ever  been  paid.     It  is  true  that  tlie  United 
States  did,  years  and  year«  subsequent  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  island,  purchase  a  site  for  a  custom- 
bouse.     In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment did  want  the  site  for  a  custom-house,  the 
proprietors  sold  it  to  them  for  half  the  price  which 
it  would  have  commai)ded  from  private  citizens. 
Lo(.<i  adjoining  tliat  hare  since  been  sold  within  a 
very  recent  period,  for  a  much  lifrger  price  than 
that  for  which  the  Government  obtained  the  site 
for  a  custom-house.   The  giving,  therefore,  by  the 
proprietors  to  the  G^ovcrnment  of  the  site  for  a  cus- 
tom-house at  a  price  less  than  they  would  have 
obtained  from  individuals,  was  a  favor  to  the  Uni- 
ed  Slates,  and    not  to  the  parties.    The  United 
States  subsequently  purchased  a  site  for  a  bar- 
racks, but  that  was  a  few  years  ago,  comparatively 
speaking — a  long  lime  after  these  events  occurrecl.* 
They  paid,  too,  for  this,  a  very  moderate  price — 
much  less  than  an  individual  would  have  had  to 
pay  in  open  market.    They  purchased  other  sites 
and  occupied  other  land,  and  p&id  for  it  at  very 
moderate  prices;  but  by  doing  that  they  have  not 
refunded  any  damages  which  the  parties  sustained 
years  ago  in  consequence  of  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  island  by  Commodore  Porter  for  the 
Government. 

Tijere  have  been  two  favorable  reports  in  the 
House  of  Ueprespntativesxm  this  identical  claim. 
I  am  not  certain  as  to  whether  additional  testi- 
mony has  or  has  not  been  taken  since  1840.  I 
looked  overall  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and  I  there, 
found  some  testimony  taken  by  myself.  When  I 
t>ccupied  a  judicial  station  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
citizens  came  before  me  voluntarily — merchants 
and  others  who  resided  on  the  island  at  the  time 
Commodore  Porter  occupied  it,  and  as  much  en- 
titled to  credit  as  any  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
— and  gave  testimony,  though  they  tliemselves 
were  against  any  large  claim  on  the  United  Slates 
for  the  occupation  of  the  island,  that  something 
ought  to  be  paid.  Their  testimony  is  upon  recoro. 
So  far  from  the  island  being  in  want  of  protec- 
tion before  the  Uniied  States  occupied  it,  it  was 
liihabited,  and  no  pirate  has  ever  put  his  foot  on 
its  soil  since  it  was  transferred  to  the  United  States 
by  Spain,  long  before  its  occupation  by  the  Uniied 
States  as  a  naval  depot  arm  rendezvous.  The 
idea,  thereto  re,  that  the  Uniied  States  have  paid 
$17,000  for  what  cost  the  proprietors  but  $2,000,  is 
perfectly  untenable.  Two  thousand  dollars  may 
nave  been  the  original  price  negotiated  with  Salas; 
butas  I  understand  this  purchase,  the  whole  cost  to 
the  proprietor,  from  beginning  to  end,  could  not 
have  been  le.ss  than  ^50,000.  But  if  it  cost  only 
$500 — if  it  were  a  qnft  to  them,  how  can  that  dis- 
turb the  claim  .*•  What  has  ihnt  to  do  with  the 
clftim?  Is  the  measure  of  damages  for  the  unjust 
occupation  of  the  island  to  be  judged  of  or  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  price  Avhich  the  proprietors  pay 
for  it?  Why  the  island  to-day,  or  when  the 
Cnited  States  purchased  land  to  the  amount  of 
$17,000,  it  M'os  worth  nerhops  a  hundred  thou- 
sand timos  a.s  much  ns  tne  parties  originally  «cnve 
f«>r  it.  It  probably  could  not  be  purchasedf  for 
^at  now.  With  reference  to  the  southwestern 
trade,  the  whole  trade  of  the  Gulf  and  of  the 
Spanish  Main,  it  is  one  of  the  most  salient  and  im- 
Jftjrtant  positions  in  the  United  States.  I  will  here 
^y,  that  in  1852,  judging  from  the  past,  judging 
fcf>m  the  statistics  already  before  us,  $200,000,000 
^orth  of  property  of  tne  Eiastern,  Midtlle,  and 
\Vestem  States,  will  pass  in  sight,  and  almost 
^vithin  hailing  distance  of  this  very  island — the 
l£astern  Stales  in  shipping,  the  Middle  States  in 
>iianufactur^,  the  Western  States  in  agricultural 
products.  It  was  in  view  of  its  salient  position 
Vhat  the  owners  and  qccupiers  of  the  land  pur- 
^^hased  it  from  the  original  proprietors.  Now, 
*V)ecause  they  were  ahead  cf  their  time,  and  ob- 
Vuned  this  important  position  for  a  moderate  turn, 
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no  matter  what  that  sum  may  have  been,  are  we 
to  be  told  that  the  United  States  will  not  pay  dam- 
ages for  the  unjust  occupation  of  the  islano  ? 

Mr.  SEWAilD.  1  wish  to  inform  myself  upon 
this  bill,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Florida  to  a  point  about 
which  I  require  some  information.  I  sec  that  the 
bill  provides  that  the  accounting  ofiicers,  in  calcu- 
lating these  damages,  are  to  take  into  consideration 
the  benefits  and  advantages  which  accrued  to  the 
United  Slates  from  the  occupation  of  the  island  of 
Key  West,  as  well  as  the  injury  suifered  by  its 
owners.  1  am  not  clear  that  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  United  States  are,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  alegitimaie 
inquiry  iu  ascertaining  the  vidue  to  be  paid  for 

f)nvate  property  taken  for  public  uses.     I  would 
ike  to  hear  the  Senator  on  that  point. 

Mr.  MALLORV.  The  bill  introdiiced  by  the 
Naval  Committee  is  precisely  in  so  many  words 
the  bill  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  the  Naval  Committee,  at  a  former  session.  In 
reporting  that  bill,  the  Naval  Committee  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  make  any  alteration  in  it;  but  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  clause  objected  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  shall  be  stricken  out.  All  I  aim 
at  is,  that  the  Government  should  display  some  dis- 
position to  pay  these  parties,  who  have  been  kept 
out  of  payment  for  the  use  of  their  property  for 
twenty  years.  In  drawing  up  this  bill,  and  in  leav- 
ing the'  amount  to  be  decided  by  the  accounting 
officers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nav\',  under  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  At- 
torney General,  that  those  officers,  with  the  law 
before  them,  and  Uie  principles  of  equity  and 
justice  to  guide  them,  would  sufficiently  guard  the 
interests  of  the  Government,  and  that  no  great 
harm  would  result  from  the  latitude  allowed  them. 
But,  if  the  Senate  thinks  proper,  I  will -at  once 
agree  to  stfike  out  this  clause  of  the  bill,  if  it  is 
untenable,  and  let  the  bill  stand  on  its  other  merits. 
All  that  I  desire  is,  that  these  parlies  shall  not  be 
turned  away  aAer  their  claim  has  been  so  long  de- 
layed. They  have  never  yet  been  repaid  a  single 
dollar.  The  United  Slates  have  purchased  land 
from  them  for  a  custom-house  and  barracks,  and 
other  purposes;'  but  I  am  certain  that  if  those 
lands  were  sold  to  individuals,  they  would  brinor 
double  the  price  which  the  Government  has  paid 
for  them. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  is  perfectly  certain,  that,  if 
we  are  to  decide  this  case  upon  the  private  knowl- 
edge of  the  Senator  from  Florida,  apart  from  the 
documents  presented,  I  am  entirely  mistaken  in 
the  conclusions  which  1  have  drawn  from  the  facts. 
But  it  would  be  a  nev/  theory  of  Government,  if 
the  individual  knowledge  of  a  Senator,  apart  from 
the  proof  submitted,  lame  and  loose,  ana  ex  parte 
aM  that  proof  is,  was  to  form  the  ground  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Senate  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
"allowing  a' claim.  I  stated  the  size  of  Key  West 
from  the  documents  in  the  axae,  as  being  an  island 
of  ^even  hundred  seres.  The  Senator  says  it  is 
larger.  That  is  immaterial.  If  it  is  larger,  the 
argument  is  stronger.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  as 
r^rards  the  damages  which  .are  claimed,  to  place 
myself  upon  the  legal  position,  which  has  not  been 
and  cannot  be,  answered  l»y  thfe  Senator,  that  the 
Government  is  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
Commodore  Porter  which  were  done  out«ide  of 
his  orders,  and  which  violated  the  individual  rights 
of  the  parties.  If  h&did  commit  such  acts,  their 
redress  was  against  him.  A  resort  to  a  court  of  jus- 
tice was  the  proper  mode  to  have  obtained  redress, 
if  they  believed  they  could  have  sustiiined  them- 
selves in  a  court;  and  if  they  would  have  sustained 
the  encounter  there,  they  would  have  brought  the 
matter  be  fore  the  courts;  and  I  say  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  so  seek  it,  forms  a  sirong  presumption,  in 
my  mind,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  make 
such  an  issue.  I  always  distrust  ex  parte  evidence, 
and  1  think  there  is  no  safely  unless  you  do.  It 
is  to  be  scrutinized  with  much  greater  strictne.'^s 
than  you  establish  in  other  cases. 

The  Senator  tells  us  that  the  claimanui  have  re- 
ceived nothing  for  damages.  The  petition  admits 
that  they  received  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
odd  dollars  for  wood.  Is  that  nothing?  It  admits 
the  fact  that  $4,000  were  paid  for  the  ground  oc- 
cupied by  the  custom-house;  thai  $3,200  were  paid 
for  the  ground  occupied  by  the  barracks;  and  that 
$6,800  have  been  paid  since  for  other  property. 
That  makes  the  amount  I  stated.  I  stated  these 
facts  to  show  that  the  property  which   liad  been 
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occupied,  under  the  orders  of  the  Government,  by 
Comodor^Portcr,  had  been  paid  for.  I  say  so  still. 
The  order  of  the  Government  to  Commodore  Por- 
ter was  to  establish  a  depot  on  the  island .  There 
can  be  no  mistake  about  the  extent  of  the  order. 
There  is  notlyng  more  in  the  papers — nothing  more 
in  the  order  of  the  Secretary  to  him — than,  **  You 

•  will  establish  at  Thompson  *s  Island , usually  called 

*  Key  West,  a  depot,  and  land  the  ordnance  and 
'marines  to  protect  the  stores  and  provisions;  if, 

•  however,  you  shall  find  any  important  objection 
'  to  the  place,  and  a  more  suitable  and  convenient 

*  one  can  be  found,  you  are  at  liberty  to  select  it 
'asadepot.**  The  honorable  Senator  asks. 
How  could  they  occupy  this  without  taking  the 
land  ?  1  said  that  they  took  a  jwrtton  of  theland, 
but  not  more  than  is  occupied  now;  and  that,  be- 
yond that,  if  Commodore  Porter  assumedjurisdic- 
tion  over  the  whole  island  and  established  martial 
law  to  prevent  persons  building  and  to  paralyse 
commerce  by  arbitrary  orders,  he  went  beyond 
the  authority  conferred  upon  him;  and  if  he 
did  that,  then,  there  the  opinion,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  announced  by  Mr.  Legarf ,  strictly  applies, 
and  ther*  is  no  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

But  1  am  free  to  say,  that  from  the  reading  of 
this  testimony — ^it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go 
through  it  before  the  Senate  now — the  ininression 
on  my  mind  is,  that  this  is  a  matter  of^  dispute 
in  which  there  was  fault  on  both  sides,  and  this 
claini  is  a  prepared  claim;  and  that  the  parties  at 
the  time  carried  on  a  series  of  petty  disputes  with 
Commodore  Porter  and  his  officers,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  subsequent  claim  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  in  order  to  get  speculative 
damages.  That  is  what  1  meant  by  the  allegation 
of  spcculativf*  damages.  As  I  know  none  of  these 
parties,  it  is  indifferent  to  me;  but  I  cannot  resist 
the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  come;  and  if  I  were 
to  use  sirong  language,  I  should  say  that  the  claini 
is  a  fraud  upon  the  Government  from  its  beginning 
to  its  end .  That  is  the  impression  which  these  pa- 
pers make  on  my  mind;  because  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1821,  these  parties  made  a  communication 
calculated  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  this  island,  which  was  then  as  the  reporting  offi- 
cer says,  desolate,  and  that  is  the  time  to  which  I 
referred.  Whether  that  was  the  condition  of  the 
island  is  immaterial.  The  honorable  Senator 
says  it  was  settled.  That  was  when  Commodore 
Porter  went  fhcre,  a  year  after  security  wasgiven 
by  the  establishment  of  a  guard  by  the  United 
States.  It  waa  after  the  United  States  had  as- 
sumed jurisdiction  over  it  for  the  first  time.  But 
before  that — on  March  28, 1822 — Commodore  Per- 
ry in  his  report,  said  expressly  that — 

"  Heretofore  the  Florida  kcya  have  been  the  resort  of 
j  Hinugglers,  New  Providence  wreckers,  and,  in  fact,  of  a 
I  Ket  of  deeneradoeA,  who  have  paid  but  h'tUe  regard  eiUier 
!  to  law  or  honesty.  The  present  CKtabJisbment,  though  on 
a  small  scale,  will,  I  conjecture,  (witli  the  assistance  of  the 
settlers,)  be  cnnblcd  to  keep  thc«c  lawlcHS  people  from  this 
;  inland.  ))ut  I  would  supj^CHt  the  necessity  of  an  early  aug- 
i  nientaiion  of  force,  if  it  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  enfbrcing 
•  the  revenue  laws.*' 

It  #as  not  until  April,  1823,  that  Commodore 
I  Porter  was  ordered  there.  When  he  went,  a  set- 
tlement may  have  arisen,  because  the  Government 
had  determined  to  have  an  establishment  there,  and 
had  placed  a  guard  to  protect  the  island  from 
smugglers  and  pirates.  A  settlement  may  have 
grown  up  in  the  interim.  When  Commodore 
Porter  went  there,  the  island  wns  settled  in  part: 
but  he  was  authorized  to  establish  a  depot  nnd 
barracks.  The  alleged  aggression  consists  in  the 
takifig  of  what  was  not  paid  for,  by  arbitrary 
power  on  the  part  of  Commodore  Porter.  Con- 
ceding those  acts  to  have  taken  place,  they  did  not 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  order,  ana  he  was 
responsible  for  them.  The  fact  that  the  par- 
ties did  not  choose  to  sue  him  in  1825  for  acts 
alleged,  by  ex  parte  ]iroof  in  part  estahli.she<l  here, 
'to  have  been  committed,  ancl  did  not  hold  him  re- 
sponsible, aftords  to  me  a  presumption  that  those 
facts  could  have  been  met  by  counter  proof  to  sus- 
tain the  course  which  he  was  obliged  to  take. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  What  were  the  acts  com- 
plain oil  of? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  acts  charged  are,  that 
Commodore  Porter  prohibited  them  from  building 
on  their  property  according  to  the  plan  of  a  town 
they  liad  laid  out;  that  he  arrested  a  workman  of 
one  of  the  owners  when  he  attempted  to  build  on 
the  properly  of  that  owner,  and  decided  that  it 
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was  property  occupied  by  the  United  States;  that  |{ 
he  gare  tbem  orders  to  pen  up  their  bogs,  and  that 
in  consequence  they  were obli^i^ed  to  abandon  them; 
that  he  prohibited  settlers  going  there  and  locating 
without  his  authority;  that  he  established  martial 
law;  that  he  punished  individuals;  that  he  inter- 
fered, as  to  vessels  that  were  stranded  there,  in  the 
iurisdiction  of  one  of  these  parties — John  White- 
head— who  was  a  notary  public,  and  who,  being 
a  notary  public  under  the  laws  of  Florida,  pro- 
nounced judgment  for  salvers,  and  made  salvage 
to  be  allowed;  and,  in  order  to  carry  out  his  own 
decree,  he  being  entitled  to  one  per  cent,  commis- 
sion— this  is  one  ground  of  the  claim — made  an 
order  for  the  condemnation  of  a  vessel  on  the  plea 
Of  salvage.  There  was  no  other  jurisdiction  to  do 
it.  He  was  alio  wed,, under  the  laws,  one  per  cent, 
commission.  To  carry  his  order  into  eflect,  he 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  P.  Green  &  Co.,  a  firm  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  directed  that  they 
should  receive  the  commission  of  five  per  cent. 
To  this  Commodore  Porter  objected,  and  said  that, 
as  regarded  the  share  to  which  the  ofl^cers  were 
entitled,  he  would  jfiot  permit  it  to  be  sold  by 
that  auctioneer,  at  five  per  cent,  commission, 
because  one  per  cent,  was  the  compensation. 
Whether  this  was  right  or  wrong,  I  cannot  de- 
termine, nor  need  I.  I  mention  it  as  one  of  the 
series  of  acts  complained  of.  But  all  the  acts 
complained  of,  if  they  took  place,  arose  from  the 
unauthorized  conduct  of  Commodore  Porter.  Ac- 
cording to  the  orders  received  from  the  .Navy 
Department,  he  was  to  establish  a  barracks  and 
dep6t  there.  They  did  not  require  the  whole 
island  to  be  taken  possession  of.    No  orders  were 

fiven  to  him  to  take  possession  of  the  whole. 
lis  orders  did  not  require  martial  law  to  be  estab- 
lished. If  he  established  it,  he  did  it  at  his  own 
peril.  They  did  not  require  that  an  individual 
should  not  be  permitted  to  build  a  house  on  his 
own  property  without  the  permission  of  Commo- 
dore Porter.  If  he  required  that,  he  did  it  at  his 
own  peril.  These  are  the  claims  for  damsges. 
The  property  occupied  by  the  barracks  and  cus- 
tom-house has  been  paid  for.  The  wood  was 
paid  for  in  1846.  The  Navy  Department  having 
examined  oflicers,  and  the  proof  being  indefinite, 
averac^ed  the  quantity  of  wood  for  the  number  of 
vessels  there,  and  the  probable  consumption,  and 
allowed  $3,600  for  the  wood  consumea.  In  the 
case  of  the  hogs,  it  is  vei^y  clear  that  Commodore 
Porter  had  no  right  to  give  the  ordfr  to  pen  them 
up,  and  the  Government  are  not  responsible  for  it. 
It  was  illegal.  If  the  hogs  were  destroyed,  unless 
they  were  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Gk)vernment, 
certainly  there  is  no  ipound  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  compensauon.  If  Senators  feel  any 
doubt  on  the  principle  involved  here,  let  them  read 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Legare  in  the  Sibbald  case. 
They  will  see  that  the  ground  for  damages  in  that 
case  was  the  same  as  here.  Mr.  Le^ar^  clearly 
lays'  down  the  rule  for  damages.  It  is  found  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Opinions  of  Attorneys 
General.  It  discriminates  the  extent  to  which  the 
Government  is  responsible.  Within  the  princi- 
ples of  that  opinion,  there  is  not  one  itei%  in  the 
claim  here  that  has  not  been  paid  for. 

Whether  the  price  of  |4,000  for  the  land  on 
which  the  custom-house  stands  at  Key  West, 
which  had  been  barren  land  before,  was  extrava- 
gant, does  not  appear  in  the  papers.  It  does  ap- 
pear that  the  parlies  were  willing  to  take  it.  I  see 
nothing  of  liberality  on  their  part  to  wands  the 
Government.  1  do  not  see  that  they  charged  less 
than  the  value  of  the  land,  unless  they  supposed 
that  additional  advantages  would  be  gained  to 
them,  arising  from  the  erection  of.  the  custom- 
house near  their  property,  and  that  they  would 
receive  benefits  in  that  way.  At  all  events,  it  was 
a  matter  of  agreement,  and  they  were  paid  for 
the  ground.  So,  too,  as  to  the  barracks.  I  can 
see  no  good  claim  for  damages  upon  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  claimants  here. 

There  is  one  other  fact  which  I  will  mention. 
There  is  a  vast  deal  of  indefinite  proof  in  this 
case.  The  papers  show  that  Salas  was  the  Span- 
ish grantee  in  1815.  The  communication  which 
was  made  by  Simonton  to  the  Department,  in- 
viting attenUon  to  this  island,  is  dated  December 
7   1^1. 

'Mr.  DAWSON.    Will  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware read  that.' 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will.  The  Senate  will  un- 
derstaiid  that  «t  ths  timt  this  communicatiQn  was 
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written,  Simonton  was  not  the  owner  of  the  island) 
but  whether  he  was  then  in  a  negotiation  for  its 
urchase,  we  cannot  tell.  1  think  that  probably 
e  was;  and  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I 
gave  it  the  name  of  a  speculative  claim: 

"  *■  Key  West'  is  a  small  island,  immediately  on  the  edge 
of  the  Florida  stream.  situati*d  in  latitude  — ,  seventy-five 
miles  north  by  we«t  from  Havana,  and  eighty-five  miles 
from  Matanzas,  and  quiie  contiguouH  to  most  of  the  outposts 
on  the  north  side  of  Cuba— say,  Bay  of  Honda,  Cobannas, 
Mariel,  St.  John's  de  los  Remedions,  Arraco,  &c.,  &.C., 
which  are  all  places  of  considerable  trade,  and  depend 
almost  entirely  upon  Havana  for  their  supplies ;  it  has  an 
uncommon  large  and  safe  harbor,  where  men-of-war,  with 
any  draught  or  water,  may  enter  and  lie  with  safety ;  it  has 
two  never  failing  springs  of  water,  one  of  which  is  quite 
convenient  to  the  barborJ  tmd  wood  in  great  abundance, 
^n  establishment  at  this  island  would  be  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  Government,  as  well  as  to  tlie  merchants  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  harbor  and  rendezvous  for  our  vesselft 
of  war,  it  being  one  of  the  most  commanding  places  on  the 
whole  coa^t  of  Florida. 

"The  revenue  that  would  arise  from  the  importation  of 
sugar,  coflee,  &.C.,  productions  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  as 
wHi  OS  from  other  places  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  the  dihtance 
being  so  short  that  an  immense  deal  of  projierty  would  be 
sent  there,  as  well  as  specie,  in  vesisels  which  seldom  go 
now  from  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  receive  in  payment  there 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  which  trade  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Uie  American  commerce.  It  would 
be  an  excellent  harbor  for  our  merchant  ves  els  to  touch  at 
bound  to  and  lYom  the  Bay  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States, 
in  cases  of  distress,  which  too  frequently  happen  when  they 
have  no  other  place  to  touch  at  except  a  port  in  the  Island 
of  Cuba,  whore  they  are  subject  to  heavy  exiienses. 

"  It  is  the  only  eligible  situation  for  a  depitt  of  wrecked 
property  on  the  whole  coast  oi  Florida.  We  are  at  this 
time  wholly  dependent  on  the  wreckers  of  New  Providence 
for  the  protection  of  our  property  in  the  case  of  shipwreck  ; 
and  when  that  occurs,  it  is  carried  to  New  Providence, 
which  aflttrds  a  living  for  more  than  five  hundred  persons, 
and  employs  fifty  or  rixty  vessels,  and  produces  a  large  rev- 
enue to^  the  Government,  and  a  great  pecuniary  benefit  to 
the  merchants  of  that  place,  because  a  salvage  is  generally 
allowed  of  from  fil^  to  seventy^five  per  cent. 

"  if  (his  place  was  made  anort  of  entry,  it  would  in  all 
probability  become  a  place  of  depCt  for  the  productions  of 
other  countries,  particularly  those,  of  (Sreat  Britain  and 
France,  as  it  may  be  termed  a  key  for  the  whole  of  the  Bay 
of  Mexico  and  the  nortii  side  of  tlie  Island  of  Cuba.  Ar- 
raiigements  are  now  making,  and  in  the  event  of  this  place 
being  made  a  port  of  entry,  warehouses  will, immediately 
be  erected,  under  the  direction  of  merchants' regularly  ea- 
tablixhed  tiiere.  J.  W.  SIMONTON. 

"  Havana,  December  7, 1881." 

It  appears  by  the  papers  that  Simonton  did  not 
purchase  from  Salas,  m  Havana,  until  December 
26,  1^1,  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  this 
letter,  as  I  have  said.  He  was  not  the  owner  at 
the  date  of  the  letter,  but  judging  from  its  charac- 
ter and  from  the  subsequent  purchase,  he  was  ne- 
gotiating for  it,  and  endeavored  to  obtain  the  loca- 
tion  of  the  naval  dep6t  there  for  the  improvement 
of  the  property,  ana  in  that  way  he  expected  to 
make  a  valuable  purchase.  He  paid  |2,000  to  Sa- 
las; what  his  other  expenses  have  been  since,  we 
have  no  evidence  here.  The  Senator  from  Florida 
may  be  right  in  his  estimate  of  what  it  has  cost 
him.  But  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that#  1 
spoke  of  what  the  property  cost  at  the  time  of  the 
purchase.  It  cost  ft2,000,  as  the  valuex)f  the  prop- 
erty antecedent  to  the  time  when  the  United  States 
established  the  depdt  there.  Simonton,  when  he 
was  not  the  owner  of  the  island,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  establishment  of 
that  dep6t,  probably  with  a  view  to  that  purchase. 
I  do  not  say  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  receive  full 
compensation  for  all  the  property  which  the  Gov- 
ernment took  from  him.  But  the  Government  has 
paid^for  all  it  took;  and  he  comes  here  and  asks 
Congress  to  pass  a  bill  to  pay  him  for  damages 
grounded. upon  acts  of  officers,  which,  if  true  in 
point  of  fact,  trairacended  the  orders  under  which 
thev  were  directed  to  establish  a  naval  dep6t  there, 
ana  for  which  they  were  responsible,  and  for 
which  they  would  have  been  made  individually  re- 
sponsible, if  the  claimants  had  appeared  in  a  court 
of  justice  and  established  their  liability,  with  the 
evidence  on  both  sides. 

This  island  had  not  exactly  the  extraordinary 
character  which  Simonton  attributed  to  it  in  his 
letter.  The  Gk)yernment  first  sent  Captain  Perry 
there,  and  he  made  a  report.  Then  there  was  a 
subsequent  survey  made  by  Commodore  Patter- 
son. That  report  is  rather  adverse  to  a  perma- 
nent location  there,  and  gives  strong  ana  good 
reasons  why  it  would  not  do.  It  contains  the 
statement  of  one  fact  about  water,  which  is  differ- 
ent from  Simonton 's  statement,  that  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  supply  of  water  and  wood  to  depend 
on.  So  it  appears  in  the  statement  of  Commo- 
dore Porter,  when  he  went  there  in  1823.  His 
first  report  is  dated  April  16,  1823,  and  in  it  he 
say#: 


"For  the  last  two  weeks  our  movements  and  oecnintiou 
have  been  so  varied,  that,  to  enter  into  a  fWl  detail  WMttd 
swell  too  much  this  communication.  To  be  brief,  thfre- 
(hre,  I  shall  merely  state,  that  within  that  time  we  tur* 
built  our  storehouses  on  Thompson's  Inland,  landed  nil  our 
stores,  collected  togcthemll  the  schooners  of  the  squadron, 
and  stationed  them  at  different  points  on  tbe  coim  of 
Cuba.»' 

I  presume  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  rendez- 
vous, for  a  period  of  three  years,  of  a  fleet  of  eleven 
vessels,  if  these  owners  had  their  own  establish- 
ments, must  have  been  a  source  of  great  emolu- 
ment to  them.  But  that  is  thrown  out  of  view, 
and  they  complain  of  damages  caused  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  commanding  officer,  which  was  illegal, 
if  it  took  place.     Again  Commodore  Porter  sap: 

**  Thrown,  as  we  are,  on  a  barren  and  desolate  k4uKl, 
that  does  not  supply  even  water,  I  hope  our  sitnuiofi  sisy 
be  made  as  free  from  suffisrinfcs  as  the  Department  caa, 
without  inconvenience  to  the  public  intei;|8t,  make  it." 

Again,  November  Ip,  1823,  he  says: 

**  The  fixing  an  establishment  at  Tbompsoa's  Island,  (or 
rendezvous  and  supplies,  as  m.v  instructions  reqaired,  bu 
had  the  moat  happy  effect  in  attainins  the  object  ia  view." 

Did  that  authorize  hrm  to  take  the  whole  island 
into  his  possession?  The  island  I  stated  to  con- 
tain seven  hundred  acres.  The  Senator  from  Flori- 
da says  it  is  larger.  Be  it  so.  The  instructions,  or 
the  report  upon  them,  do  not  look  as  if  he  was  to- 
take  possession  of  more  than  was  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Gt>vemment,  for  the  barracks  and 
storehouses.    But  he  continues: 

"  Its  vicinity  to  Havana,  placed,  as  it  were,  in  tbe  dior- 
oughfkre^of  vessels  sailins  through  tbeGnlf,  makes  lL,ia 
many  points  of  view,  an  omect  of  great  importtDce  to dx 
United  States;  and  although  for  three  months  in  tbnytiltn 
must  ever  remain  sickly,  while  existing  causes  coDtime, 
it  is,  from  its  extrHordinary  salubrity  for  the  remainder  (if 
the  year,  wortiiy  a  closer  examination,  to  aFcertaig  whcdin 
they  may  not  be  eradicatrri.  It  is  my  opinion  thai,  br 
thinning  the  woo<l8  and  draining  off  the  heavy  rains  of  Uk 
month  of  June,  thereby  promoting  a  free  circulation  of  air, 
evaporation,  and  dispersion  of  the  water  rendered  sra^aast 
by  the  excessive  heat  of  June,  and  which  causes  the  rapid 
decompositionof  the  vegetable  matter  witli  which  the  idaid 
abounds,'the  months  of  August,  September,  and  Octnb<#, 
might  be  made  sufficientlv  healthy  for  the  residence  of  ma:); 
but  at  present,  the  poisAous  effluvia  arising  from  tlin« 
causes  is  almost  certain  destruction  to  whoever  breatba  it 

*<  Had  I  been  aware  of  its  pernicious  effect*,  I  cooU, 
without  any  inconvenience,  have  guarded  against  tiwip  bf 
an  earlier  removal  of  the  sliips ;  but  it  took  us  by  sarpriir, 
and  the  malignity  of  the  diaease  was  unparalleled.  It  u 
certain  that  it  originated  on  the  island ;  for  our  ships,  with 
the  exception  of  those  sent  to  work  on  shore,  have  la  tteir 
crews  enjoyed  unconunon  health.  '* 

In  another  letter  of  October,  he  speaka  of  it  in 
th*  same  way.  The  proprietors  themselves,  in  a 
memorial — when  or  wnere  presented  does  not  ap- 
pear, it  was  not  to  the  committee— make  a  8tat^ 
ment  to  which  I  will  refer.  It  is  alleged  that  it 
was  presented  to  the  Navy  Department.  Th« 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is,  that  there 
is  not  a  copy  of  any  such  paper  m  the  Depart- 
ment. 1 1  seems  imjirobable  that  it  ever  could  We 
been  presented,  or  if  presented  and  not  acted  tipon, 
that  some  further  action  had  not  been  taken  b^  tbe 
memorialists,  if  the  grounds  of  their  comiuaiiit 
were  correct.    They  say: 

"  The  proprietors  of  the  island  were  highly  gratifted  ia 
this  early  success  in  gaining  that  protection  to  con>i»efr« 
which  the  previous  exposed  situation  of  Uie  island  reqaired» 
and  their  persons  and  property  thereon,  which  were  like- 
wise  very  unsafb  at  that  time.'' 

On  the  whole,. looking  at  this  case  with  the  hai 
examination  which  I  have  beep  able  to  give  ii«  I 
can  see  no  damages  claimed  which  are  not  ea- 
braced  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate made  in  1840.  There  is  not  a  paper  titXAchti 
to  the  petition  which  is  subsequent  in  point  of 
date  to  the  report  of  that  committee.  Tncre  ait. 
no  pew  facts,  unless  in  the  following  papers,  of 
which  the  Senate  will  judge  the  value:  there  tre 
three  individuals  who  swear  that,  in  their  opinioti, 
a  proper  and  reasonable  compensation,  by  way  of 
rent  tor  this  tsland,  ought  to  be  paid  by  thie  United 
States  to  Simonton  and  others.  Two  of  ^«n 
swear  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  lie 
other  to  fifteen  thousemd  a  year.  What  force,.** 
evidence,  that  has,  and  what  weight  it  should  have, 
the  Senate  can  judge.  But,  apart  from  that,  there 
is  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any  caose  for 
relief  which  was  not  before  the  committee  in  ]840, 
or  which  might  have  been  before  them,  because  « 
was  all  in  existence,  according  to  the  dates  of  is* 
papers  which  are  before  us.  After  ddiberatioo, 
after  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  reported  «?*""[ 
the  claim,  the  committee  unanimously^  ^  ■ 
against  it  as  "an  unceasoliable  claim.'  That  « 
the  language  of  the  report.  * 

Mr."  SE W ARa    How  is  the  commitlft  oow  f 
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Mr.  BAYARD.  The  committee,  at  this  eeS- 
■ioo,  have  reported  in  favor  of  the* claim.  .  1  do 
'  not  know  whtthtr  the  Senator  from  New  York 
wna  here  when  I  made  my  objeatlon  to  the  form 
of  this  bill.  I  objected  to  it  on  the  ground  that 
xhb  general  rule  established  here  ousht  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  defeat  the  bill  as  it  stands;  but  I  went  af- 
terwanis  into  matters  that  showed  the  claim  was 
not  justifiable,  and,  therefore,  not  worthy  of  refer- 
ence. In  conclusion,  the  ipotion  which  I  make — 
if  it  will  not  cut  off  debate— is,  that  this  bill  be 
indefinitehr  postponed.  If  it  will  cut  off  debate,  I 
will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  will  submit  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  in  a 
very  few  words,  what  I  have  to  say  about  this  bill. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate  any  length  of  time.  I 
think  the  bill  is  in  very  great  danger,  if  pressed  to 
a  vote,  of  being  lost.  Still,  for  one,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  tliere  is  a  claim  to  some  extent,  and  I  think 
the  bill  mtLY  be  modified  in  such  a  way  as  to  pro- 
jride  for  a  fair  and  just  settlement  of  that  claim. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  If  the  Senator  from  New  York 
will  ^re  way,  1  will  move  to  pcHBtpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject,  as  it  seems  to  involve 
some  questions  of  interest,  that  we  may  go  into 
Execuuve  session. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  state  some  amendments  which  I  propose  to 
submit  for  consideration,  and  then  the  subject 
mav  be  postponed.  I  think  it  would  remove  much 
difficulty  by  inserting  the  word  "  examine  **  be- 
fore *•  audit"  in  the  following  phrase:  ••  Give 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurynower  to  audit 
and  settle;'*  and  that  a  further  difficulty  would  be 
removed  by  striking  out  the  words  **  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  justice,"  as  I  suppose  the  bill 
will  mean  the  same  whether  they  are  in  or  out; 
and  then  to  strike  out  the  words  **  and  in  settling 

*  it  upon   these  principles,  they  sholl  ascertain  as 

*  nearly  as  practicable,  the  benefits  and  a^r^ntages 

*  which  accrued  to  the  United  States  from  the  oc- 

'  cupancy  of  it,  and  also  the  injuries  which  result- 

'  sd  tc^  the  owners  of  it,'*  and  to  insert  af^er  the 

words  "  to  pay  "the  words  "the  amount,  if  any, 

which  shall  be  so  found  to  be  due,"  so  as  to  maxe 

the  bill  read — 

"■  Be  ii  enacted,  ^c,  Thst  the  proper  accoonting  oAcrni 
of  Uie  Treasury  Department,  under  the  direction  oftbe  8ec- 
nXMty  of  the  Navy,  examine,  audit,  and  iiettla  tbe  claim  of 
Jotm  W.  SiiQOBton  and  othera,  owners  of  tbe  iaiaud  of 
Key  Wert,  in  the  Stale  of  Florida,  on  account  of  ito  occu- 
pancy by  the  Government  of  the  United  State^i  a.4  a  naval 
•ad  mtlitary  po«t  daring  the  years  1883,  1894,  1895.  and 
1898,  and  to  p^y  the  amount,  if  any.  whidi  shall  he  lound 
to  be  4ne,  out  o(  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
^ipropriated.'' 

Mr.  M  ALLORY.  I  concur  in  the  amendments 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  I  will  accept 
any  amendments  which  go  to  pay  these  parties 
anything  for  the  occupation  of  the  island.  And 
here  I  beg  leave  to  make  one  remark  in  replv  to 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  in  relation  to  this  ciaim 
having  been  paid.  He  insisted,  that  with  the  ex- 
feption  of  the  wood,  they  had  no  claim,  and  that 
the  wood  was  paid  for.  If  that  were  so,  of  course 
thev  would  not  be  paid  for  again  under  this  bill ;  but 
witti  that  exception,  not  one  item  has  been  paid 
for.  The  siun  of  $17,000  is  the  residt  of  pur- 
chases made  by  the  Government  long  subsequent 
to  the  events  set  up,  when  the  Government  came 
io  aa  a  purchaser,  at  the  same  time  as  private  in- 
diTiduaJs,  and  purchased  lands  from  the  proprietors 
on  which  to  erect  the  custom-house,  barracki,  &,c, 
h  is  not  embraced  in  "the  original  claim  at  all* 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
vill  withdrawjiis  motioAo  postpone  indefinitely, 
I  will  offer  my  amendments,  and  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion  in 
order  to  enable  the  Senator  to  offer  his  amendments, 
and  then  I  shall  move  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then  I  offer  the  amendments 
vhich  I  have  read,  and  ask  for  the  question  upon 
them. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  the 
lunendments  offered  by  the  Senator  ^om  New 
Yoik. 
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Mr.  BUTLER.  I  understand  that  the  |imend- 
ments  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  will  materi- 
ally afifecl  the  bill.  In  order  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  examination  of  the  subject,  1  move 
that  the  Senate  do  now  adiouni. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  February  13,  18d3. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon 
the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  D.  said :  I  b^  leave  to  state  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  little  attention  which  was  paid  to 
private  business  during  the  last  Congress,  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar  has  become  greatly  enmrged.  I  trust 
that  this  Congress  will  not  regard  Uiis  private 
business  with  me  same  censurable  indifierence. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment,  in 
order  to  give  me  the  opportunity  of  making  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  i  will  renew  the  motion  after 
I  have  made  it. 

Mr.  DANIEX.  1  will  withdraw  for  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Perhaps  the  motion  Which  I  pro- 
pose to  make  is  a  privileged  motion;  at  least  I  trust 
the  House  will  permit  me  to  offer  it. 

On  day  before  yesterday,  I  had  lying  upon  my 
desk  a  Senate  bill,  in  connection  with  several 
others,  which  I  had  been  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  report  to 
the  House,  and  which  I  expected  to  report  as  soon 
as  committees  were  called  for  reports,  in  this 
condition  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  1  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  left  the  bills  lying  upon  my  desk. 
After  the  committee  rose,  I  put  the  oills,  as  I  sup- 
posed, into  my  drawer;  but,  on  examination,  I 
find  that  the  Senate  bill  is  missing. 

The  SPEAKER.  What  was  the  number  of  the 
bUl? 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  do  not  recollect  the  number;  but 
it  was  a  bill  declaring  a  plank  road  a  post  road. 
I  ask  that  a  message  ht  sent  to  the  Senate  request- 
inga  copy  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DANIEIL.  Inow  press  my  motion  to  go' 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Cal- 
endar. 

CHARGES  AGAINST  JUDGE  WATR0U8. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  ask  my  6olIeague  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  one  moment,  in  order  for  me 
to  present  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, which  is  very  urgent.  I  will  renew  it  as 
soon  as  it  is  made. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  will  withdraw  for  my  col- 
league. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  1  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inform  the  House  that 
there  has  been  a  memorial  by  Mr.  William  Alex- 
ander and  others,  making  charges  against  'the 
Hon.  John  C.  Watrous,  judge  of  the  United 
States  court  for  the  district  of  Texas  referred  to 
the  committee.  Upon  examination  into  this  mat- 
ter, the  committee  have  found  it  necessary  to  ask 
the  House  for  authority  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  take  testimony  on  the  subject  of 
those  charges.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadlciary  be  au- 
tlMvised  to  Mnd  fbr  pertoni  mad  papers^  with  auttiority  to 
examine  witneeaeii,  under  oath,  m  relauon  to  the  ehargei 
made  afsinst  John  C.  Watrous,  Judge  of  the  Uulted  States 
court  for  the  district  of  Texas. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  What  is  the 
nature  of  those  charges  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  will,  with  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  state  the  nature  of  the  charg^  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman.  A  memorial  has 
been  presented  to  this  House,  charging  Judge 


Watrous,  of  Texas,  with  sundry  misdemeanors 
and  offences.  Among  other  things,  he  is  charged 
with  practicing  law  and  receiving  fees  in  the  State 
of  Texas  touching  matters  which  had  come  be- 
fore  and  been  decided  updn  by  himself — or  touch- 
ing those  of  a  similar  character.  He  is  charged 
Willi  adjudicating  cases  in  whioh  he  was  person- 
ally interested,  and  with  certain  violations  of  tbe 
laws  of  Texas,  which,  the  memorialists  declare, 
militate  against  the  purity  of  his  character  as  a 
judge.  All  of  which  the  committee  think  should 
oe  examined  into. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Do  1  understand  the  gentle- 
man froin  North  Carolina  to  say  that  this  is  an 
examination  preliminary  to  an  impeachment? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  It  is.  At  least  the  commit- 
tee think  the  matter  should  be  looked  into,  and  the 
nature  of  the  facts,  which  that  examination  will 
develop,  will  determine  whether  the  committee 
will  recommend  a  further  prosecution  of  the  case. 
I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to  ask 
the  g<*ntleman  from  North  Carolina  one  question  : 
Does  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  propose  to 
bring  witnesses  from  Texas,  or  to  examine  them 
there- 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that  must  be  for  the  committee 
to  determine.  The  committee  would,  with  great 
reluctance,  go  to  the  expense  of  sending  to  Texas 
for  witnesses.  But  so  important  is  the  purity  of 
the  ermine  of  our  judges,  that  the  question  of  in- 
convenience and  expense  is  one  which  ought  not 
to  be  taken  into  consideration ,  if  the  country  is  Mitis- 
fied,  or  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  charges 
are  well  founded. 

Several  Members.    That's  right. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  desire  to  propound  another 
question  to  the  gentleman.  By  whom  were  these 
charges  preferred  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE.  By  a  certain  William  Alex- 
ander, a  lawyer,  practicing  in  Texas.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  have  had  other  evidence— ex  parte 
to  be  sure — sufficient  to  satisfy  their  minds  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  examined  into. 

The  question  was  tlien  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Dakiel] 
yielded  me  the  floor  upon  iny  promise  to  renew 
nis  motion.  In  accordance  with  that  promise,  I 
now  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  appeol  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Norlli  Carolina  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion, to  allow  me  to  introduce,  by  general  consent, 
a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  will  hear  the  gentleman's 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information, 
by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Retotvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUn  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oC  placing  the  mili- 
tary storekeeper,  on  duty  in  New  Mexico,  upon  the  same 
footinc,  as  r^^ards  compensation,  with  the  wililary  store- 
keeper at  arsenals  of  construction,  during  the  time  he  may 
be  on  dut>'  in  that  Territory. 

There  bein?  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
introduced  and  adopted. 

M  r.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  inquire  of  the 
Chair,  if  there  is  not  a  speciaforder  pending? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  special  order,  but 
it  cannot  be  reached  until  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
no  motion  has  been  submitted  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  enable  me  to  make  a  re- 

rsrt  from  tlie  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
will  state  that  I  was  away  when  the  committees 
were  called  for  reports  the  other  day.- 

Mr.  DANIEL  objected. 

Mr.  D.  I  now  press  inv  nwtion  to  go  into 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Diiket  io  the  chair.) 
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RELIEF  OF  HEIRS  OF  JOHN  JACKSON. 

The  first  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  the  con-  ' 
sideration  of  the  committee,  was  House  bill  No.  | 
95,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heii*s  of  John  ; 
Jackson,  deceased,  for  the  loss  of  an  arm  on  board  ' 
of  the  ship  Bon  Homme  Richard,  under  John 
Paul  Jones. 

The  bill  autliorizea  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  the  legal  heirs  and  representatives 
of  John  Jackson,  deceased,  who  lost  an  arm  on 
board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  in  the  action 
wiili  the  British  frigate  Serapis,  such  sum  as  will 
equal  a  pension  at  uie  rate  of  $6  per  month,  from 
the  15th  November,  1779,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  I  am  advised  that  a  mo- 
tion is  pending  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  would  ask  for  the  read- 
ing: of  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  after  that, 
I  have  some  other  evidence,  which  I  wish  to  pre- 
sent to  the  consideration  of  the  House  before  that 
recommendation  is  acted  upon. 

Mr.  M ILLSON.     I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
gesting, that  inasmuch  as  this  bill  was  reported 
from  Uie  Committee  on  Military  Pensions,  by  the  , 
honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  ! 
Tuck,]  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  and  as  that 

fentleman  was  entitled  to  the  floor  upon  this  bill, 
believe,  and  takes  some  interest  m  the  ques- 
tion  

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  will  state,  that  when  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  who  reported 
this  bill,  led  this  city,  he  put  into  my  hanas  the 
papers  relating  to  it,  and  desired  me  to  present  some 
considerations  to  the  House  in  reference  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  I  ask,  therefore,  the  reading 
of  the  report  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  respect- 
fully to  submit  some  considerations  to  the  House 
why  the  bill  ou^t  to  pass. 

Mr.  MJLLSON.  I  supposed  that  the  friends 
of  this  bill  desired  its  postponement.  My  object 
was  to  have  the  bill  passed  over,  without  losing  its 
place  upon  the  Calendar.  But  if  the  friends  of 
the  bill  desire  it  to  be  acted  upon  to-day,  I  have 
no  objection. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  advised  that 
a  motion  is  now  pending  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  G00DEN6W.  I  do  not  desire  to  take  up 
the  time  of  this  House,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill  that  it  should  be  laid  aside  until 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tdck] 
returns.  1  desire  to  present  some  considerations 
why  the  motion  to  lay  it  aside,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass,  should  not  prevail. 
I  ask  for  the  reading  of  tne  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  read  by 
the  Clerk.    It  represents: 

<*That,  froin  the  dixsuments  submitted  to  the  conainit- 
tee  in  this  case,  it  appears  that  while  Captain  John  Paul 
Jo(ie«  was  cruising  on  the  Spurn,  on  the  coast  of  England, 
in  the  American  sbip-of-war  Bon  Homme  Richard,  on 
the  22d  day  of  September,  1779,  John  Jackson,  a  British 
pilot,  came  on  board  his  ship,  mistaking  it  for  a  British 
■bip-of- war ;  that  Captain  Jones,  rcquiri  ng  the  assistance  of 
a  pilot  while  near  the  banks  on  that  coast,  detained  bim  on 
board  his  ship,  and  he  was  there  employed  as  the  pilot  of 
said  ship  in  the  action  which  took  place  between  the  same 
and  the  Serapis,  in  which  action  the  said  John  Jackson  lost 
an  arm.  In  consideration  of  the  services  of  said  Jackson, 
and  his  severe  misfortune,  Captain  Junes  paid  him  one  hun- 
dred ducats,  and  gave  him  a  written  promise  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  that  he  should  receive  half-pay  as  a  pilot 
tlic  remainder  of  his  life,  to  commence  from  the  date  ofsaid 
writing,  and  payable  evenr  six  months  by  the  American 
ambaaitador  at  the  court  of  Prance,  upon  proper  proof  of 
identity.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  engagement  of  Captain- 
Jones,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  has  ever  been  per- 
formed. The  attention  of  the  old  Congress  was  called  to 
this  subject  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  fbr  Foreign 
AfYhir^,  dated  September  20,  1785,  and  it  underwent  the  ex- 
amination of  a  committee,  who  subsequently  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

"  The  committee  to  vKom  was  referred  a  Utter  from  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  JIffnirs  of  the  9(MA  September, 
1785,  vilh  %t$  enclo9ure$ybeg  leave  to  report  : 
"  That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  while  Captain  J. 
r.  Jones  was  hovering  on  the  coast  of  England,  In  the  year 
1779,  John  Jackson,  a  British  pilot,  came  on  board  bim, 
supposing  him  to  be  BriUsh  ;  that  Captain  Jones  found  it 
convenient  to  detain  him  as  a  pilot,  and  in  the  action  with 
the  Herapis  which  ensued,  this  man  lost  an  arm.  ft  Airther 
appears  to  your  committee,  from  a  letter  of  Captain  Jones, 
that  the  second  lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  was, 
with  twent>'  others,  at  the  lime  of  the  battle  with  the  Serapis, 
on  board  Jackitou's  pilot  boat,  and  that  when  Captain  Jones 
fbund  it  impossible  to  prevent  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  from 
■inking,  Jackson's  pilot  boat  was  of  singular  service  in 
saving  the  men.  particulariy  the  wounded,  sonic  of  whom, 
Cnptafn  Jones  is  persuaded,  would  have  been  drowned  bad 
not  he  been  Ajrnished  with  the  means  of  saving  them. 


"  It  also  appears  to  your  committee,  that  Captain  Jones 
gave  this  unfortunate  man  one  hundred  ducats  in  hand,  and 

f>romised  him  the  half- pay  of  a  pilot  for  the  remainder  of  his 
it'e.    Whereupon  your  committee  submit  to  Congreua  the 
frilowing  resolution: 

*^Retolcedy  That  $6  per  month,  a  pilot's  half- pay,  be 
allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
in  half-yeariy  payments,  to  John  Jackson,  of  the  town  of 
Kingston- upon- Hull ^  in  England,  who  lost  an  arm  on  board 
the  Hon  Homme  Richard,  commanded  by  Captain  J.  P. 
Jones,  in  the  action  with  the  Serapis  on  the  92d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1779 ;  that  said  half-pay  commence  from  the  15tfa 
day  of  November,  1779,  and  continue  during  the  tenure  of 
the  natural  life  of  said  Jackson ;  and  that  the  Board  of 
Treasury  take  order  for  making  the  aforesaid  half-yearly 
payment  on  a  certiAcate  from  two  or  more  magistrates,  ex- 

firei^sing  the  place  where  the  said  John  Jackson  may  be  then 
iviug,  and  that  he  is  really  the  same  person  in  whose  favor 
this  grant  is  made." 

*'  Which  said  report  is  indorsed  as  follows : 
"  *  Report  on  the  case  of  John  Jackson,  a  British  pilot, 
taken  by  J.  P.  Jones.    Entered.    Read  the  28th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1785.' 
**  *  No.  9.    Messrs.  Howell,  Long,  Kean.' 
"  It  does  not  appear  that  any  further  action  was  ever  had 
upon  this  report. 

*'  It  further  appears  to  the  commitee  that  the  said  John 
Jackson  died  in  the  year  1815;  that  he  had  three  children — 
one  son  and  two  daughters ;  that  hi^  son,  Jame;!  Jnckiton, 
came  to  this  country  after  the  decease  of  his  father  to  prose- 
cute this  claim,  and  deceased  before  he  had  found  tlie  evi- 
dence before  mcntioued ;  that  he  left  one  son  and  only  heir, 
who  is  now  a  resident  at  the  Navy-Yard  in  the  city  of 
Washingttm ;  that  the  said  James,  in  his  lifetime,  claimed 
to  have  purchased  the  right  of  his  two  sisters  in  tiiis  demand, 
and  was  the  sole  owner  thereof. 

<<  This  petition  was  presented  to  the  last  Congress  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  which 
committee  made  a  favorable  report  on  tlie  8th  day  of  August. 
1848,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  ot^id 
John  Jackson,  but  which  was  not  reached  in  tlie  order  of 
business,  and  was  not  acted  on  by  the  House.  As  this  claim 
has  heretofore  received  tlie  favorable  consideration  of  the 
committees  who  have  bad  tlie  same  in  charge,  and  com- 
mends itself  to  the  Judgment  of  this  committee,  they  here- 
with present  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  and  recom- 
mend its  passage." 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1785,  which  is  incorporated  into  the  report 
accompanying  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  is 
certified  to  be  correct,  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Buchanan.  It  further  appears  from  the  re- 
port made  in  1848,  that  there  are  certain  papers 
connected  with  this  claim,  which  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  read  for  their  consideration. 
The  first  paper  I  propose  to  read,  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  Philadelphia,  June  27,  1788,  from 
Doctor  Franklin  to  the  honorable  John  Jay.  It 
is  as  follows: 

Philai>blphia,  June  97, 1788. 

DsAt  Sir:  In  arranging  some  old  papers,  I  lately  found 
the  enclosed  letter  from  ^lr.  Blunt,  endowing  copy  of  a  cer- 
titicate  of  Commodore  Jones,  in  favor  of  John  Jackson.  I 
ought,  though  so  long  delayed,  to  send  some  answer.  Can 
you  inform  roe  whether  anything  has  been  done  for  Jackson, 
in  consequence  of  the  commodore's  promise  ? 

I  send  you,  also,  two  other  papers,  respecting  services 
formerly  done  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Limosin,  of  Havre, 
and  iMr.  Millie,  of  Lisbon,  for  your  consideration,  and  to  be 
disposed  of  as  you  shall  think  proper.  Please  to  inform  me 
whether  Dohrman  is  still  in  America. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours,  most  affectionately,  B.  I'RANKLIN. 

Hon.  J.Jay,  Esq. 

The  next  is  a  letter  frotn  Mr.  James  Blunt, 
referred  to  in  the  report,  and  is  dated  London, 
August  2d,  1785.    It  is  as  follows: 

London,  »^ugu$t  9, 1785. 
Sir  :  Well  acquainted,  as  I  am,  with  your  sentiments  of 
philanthropy  and  benevolence,  from  the  testimony  of  those 
friends  of  yours  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being  ac- 

?ainted  with,  I  deem  an  apology  unnecessary  for  the  liberty 
lake  of  intruding  on  your  time,  as  it  is  to  lay  before  you  a 
case  of  real  distress.  A  friend  of  mine  has  shown  me  the 
original  of  the  enclosed  papers,  and  tells  me  the  poor  man 
has  placed  his  whole  dependence  on  the  allowance  men- 
tioned in  them.  He  has  waited  for  some  time  the  arrival 
of  ttie  American  ambassador  at  this  court,  to  whom  he  has 
shown  his  claim,  but  been  referred  by  him  to  Mr.  Jefferwm, 
at  Paris.  I  f  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  what  are 
the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  for  assisting  this  poor  man, 
and  your  opinion  on  his  ca.se,  you  will  exceedingly  oblige 
roe,  and  increase  the  veneration  and  respect  which  your 
illustrious  character  has  excited  in  me. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  as  well  in  my  own  name 
as  in  that  of  my  father,  Mr.  William  Blunt,  and  all  his  fam- 
ily, on  your  safe  return  to  this  country;  and,  with  the  sin- 
cercst  wishes  for  your  healtli  and  enjoyment, 

I  remain,  with  great  regard,  sir,  your  fkithful,  humble 
servant,  JAMES  BLUNT. 

Connected  with  this  is  a  copy  of  the  ori&;inal 
certificate  given  by  Commodore  Jones  to  this  John 
Jackson,  and  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
cannot  hear  what  the  gentleman  is  reading. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  That  certificate  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer,  John  Jaekroa,  of 
Hall,  came  on  board  the  American  sbip^Df- war  Bon  Homne 
Richard,  under  my  command,  off  the  Spurn,  ou^e  emut  of 
England,  on  the  morning  of^  the  99d  September  laet,  he 
having  mistaken  tlte  Bon  Homme  Richard  for  a  Brttiah 
ship  of  war;  that  I  fonnd  it  necessary  to  detain  bim  on 
board,  while  near  the  banks  on  that  coast,  and  aAertvards 
purposed  to  set  himself,  with  bis  companion  and  their  boat, 
at  Hberty,  and  reward  them  for  the  service  that  I  had  oblj|ed 
them  to  performi<  but,  on  the  day  following,  wbea  I  met 
with  the  Baltic  tieet,  as  the  pilot  boat  was  some  encuia- 
brance,  the  partner  of  the  bearer  was  put  on  board  to  kprp 
the  boat  out  of  hann^  way  during  ttie  action  between  tb« 
Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis ;  after  which  he  wa«  to 
return  and  take  In  the  bearer,  that  they  might  return  home 
together.    The  boat,  however,  did  not  return,  and  tlie  poor 
man  'had,  in  the  action,  the  irreparable  misfortune  to  lose 
an  arm.    Deeply  itnpressed  with  a  aense  of  his  misfortuoe, 
and  earnestly  desiring  to  make  this  poor  man  and  his  fannly 
what  recompense  ties  in  my  power,  1  have  givea  him,  this 
day,  one  hundred  dncats  ;  and  I  du  also  promise,  in  bebstf 
of  the  United  Sutes,  that  he  shall  receive  balf-pay,as  a 
I  pilot,  the  rem.iinder  of  his  life,  to  commence  frrun^  dste 
hereof,  payable  every  six  months,  by  the  Americam  Am- 
bassador at  the  comt  of  France,  upoa  certificate  st  nch 
payment,  firom  two  or  more  magistrate*,  exprosi^ing  the  (riare 
where  the  bearer,  John  Jackson,  is  then  living,  and  thst  he 
is  really  and  truly  the  person  in  whose  favor  this  obligatioa 
Is  granted. 

(•iven,  on  board  tiie  Scncpis,  at  the  Texel,  November  15, 
1779.  *  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Then  follows  a  certificate  of  two  persons,  being 
justices  of  the  peace  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
£ngland,  as  follows: 

7V>mt  and  County  of  Kin gston-^pon- Hull : 

Wo,  two  of  his  M^jettty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull,  aforesaid,  and  co«ntv  of  ibe 
same  town,  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  JaclcM>n,oftoenne 
town,  mariner,  (to  whom  a  certificate  was  given,  dated 
November  15,  1779,  under  the  hands  of  John  P.  Jones, 
thereby  promising,  on  behalf  of  tlie  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, tliat  the  said  Jolin  Jackson  sJiould  receive  half-pay.  a 
a  pilot,  the  remainder  of  his  Ufe,io  commence  from  tlie  date 
t  ereof,  payable  every  six  montlisby  the  American  AmbM- 
s-ndor  at  the  court  of  France,)  is  now  living  in  the  pare^b  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull,  store- 
said,  that  he  is  really  and  surely  the  person  in  whose  (avor 
the  said  certificate  was  granted. 
Given  under  our  hands,  tliis  lOth  day  of  June,  1783. 

HENRY  BROODLEY,  Mayor. 
H.  ETHERINGTON. 

Then  comes  a  letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson, 
dated  Paris,  February  6,  1788,  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  Confess,  from  the  War 
Office,  by  H.  Knox: 

Paris,  Fektuarg^t  1^8. 

Si  a  :  Tly  enclosed  papers,  stating  the  elafans  of  Jobs 
Jackson,  an  English  pilot,  on  the  Justice  and  liberality  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  addressed  to  me,  and  I  cm 
do  nothing  better  than  to  forward  them  to  you ;  as  I  pumme 
the  claim  to  belong,  properly,  to  your  department.  I  for- 
meriy  forwarded  to  the  President  of  Congress  an  ^i^icatioa 
f^om  the  same  person,  but  never  learned  whether  aojtbiaf 
was  done  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  mott  p(T- 
f^ct  esteem  and  reqiect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  noft 
humble  servant,  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

General  Knox. 

Enclosed  in  the  above  waa  the  following  certifi- 
cate: 

Town  and  County  of  Kingtton-upon-Hull: 

We,  two  of  his  Majesty  *s  Justicee  of  the  peace  for  the  tsvt 
and  county  aioreaaid,  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  JacksM, 
of  the  same  town,  mariner,  (to  whom  a  certlflcale  ww 

I  iven,  dated  November  15, 1776,  under  the  band  of  John  F. 
ones^  thereby  promisinc,  on  behalf  of  the  United  StatM<s 
Amenca,  that  the  said  John  Jackson  should,  receive  w 
pay  as  a  pilot,  the  remainder  of  his  lift,  to  conimeDce  froa 
the  date  thereof,  payable  every  six  months,  by  the  Amtri- 
can  ambassador  at  the  court  of  France,)  is  now  livii^  n 
the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  town  and  coootya 
Klngston-upon-Hull,  aforesaid,  and  that  he  is  really  ud 
truly  the  person  in  viiiose  fkvor  the  said  certifioale  was 
granted. 
Given  under  our  hands,  the  14tb  day  of  January,  1 188. 

J.  PORTER,  Mayor. 

HEN.  BBOODLtY. 

D.  ETBBRINOTOJ*[- 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  evidence  which 
has  l>een  read  and  exhibited  here  is  sufficient  to 
justify  this  House  in  comin?  to  the  conduiion 
that  this  is  a  just  claim  upon  me  GJovernmetii,  and 
ought^to  be  paid;  and  that  the  bill  repotted  by  the 
committee  ou^ht  to  receive  the  sanction  of  we 
House.  I  submit  that  the  certificate  given  by 
John  Paul  Jones  to  this  unfortunate  man,  oup»t 
to  be  regarded  as  pledgifl|  the  faithsof  this  Got- 
ernment  to  pay  him  the  sum  therein  promised  to 
be  paid  to  him;  and  that  the  Grovemment,  hafuig 
failed  in  his  lifetime  to  perform  an  obligaUoD 
resting  upon  it,  by  virtue  of  that  certificate,  given 
by  that  distinguished  man,  we  ought  now  top««* 
this  bill,  whi<3i  will  afford  relief  to  the  only  sur- 
viving member  of  his  family,  who  resides  m  thu 

I  hope  the  committee  will  favorably  conadff 
this  case,  and  instead  of  adopting  the  roouem  now 
pending,  wUl  direct  the  biU  to  be  reported  to  toe 
House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pMs. 
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Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  should  be  happy  to 
hear  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  It  seems  the  gentleman  upon  that 
committee,  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred, 
[Mr.  Tuck,]  made  a  farorable  report.  It  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  every  member  of  this  House 
can  inform  himself  with  regard  to  all  questions, 
as  they  come  up;  hence  we  have  to  be  governed 
by  the  reports  of  the  committees.  I  think  the 
chairmanjsf  each  committee,  whether  he  is  for 
or  againsl  the  report  made,  ought  to  give  the 
House  the  information  that  may  be  within  his 
possession,  and  the  benefit  of  his  opinion  upon  it. 
For  you  all  know  very  well,  tlrnt  applications  to 
Congress  are  referred  to  the  committees,  and 
that  the  committees  divide  up  the  labor,  so  that  a 
•ingle  individual  takes  a  case,  and  then,  when  he 
reports  to  the  committee  his  conclusions,  with  his 
reasons  therefor,  a  bare  majority  of  this  commit- 
tee may  be  present,  and  they  may  agree  to  the 
report;  but  when  the  report  comes  to  the  House, 
we  are  to  be  controlled  by  the  opinion  of  a  sin- 
gle man,  or  at  the  most,  the  opmions  of  three 


men. 


I  am  desirous  of  voting  for  that  bill,  and  against 
the  motion  pending,  provided  the  person  who  ap- 
pears here  as  applicant,  is  the  identical  heir  of  this 
man,  and  thus  has  a  right  to  come  here.  Yet,  I 
want  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  whether  there  is 
satisfactory  evidence  that  this  man  is  the  heir  of 
John  Jackson,  who  performed  the  services  for 
which  John  Paul  Jones  promised  him  pay.  For, 
permit  me  to  say,  that  if  this  Englishman,  who, 
through  mistake,  came  on  board  ofone  of  our  ves- 
sels, and  was  there,  by  ihe  commander,  compelled 
to  perform  services  wnich  were  essentially  benefi- 
ciaJ  to  the  Government  and  the  country,  at  that 
time,  and  in  such  services,  extorted  from  him — he 
being  the  subject  of  another  Government,  and  sub- 
jec.t  to  its  laws — lost  his  arm,  he  certainly,  above  all 
other  men,  should  be  rewarded.  He  was  not  work- 
ing for  his  country  for  the  benefit  oC  it,  but  was 
compelled  to  worka^instit  for  the  benefit  of  us; 
and,  if  in  that  condition  he  suflTered,  should  we 
tarn  round  and  say  that,  because  he  was  not  one 
of  us,  therefore  he  should  not  receive  the  compen- 
latjon  which  our  own  citizens  would  receive  for 
lervices  similarly  performed  ?  Now,  I  want  to 
know  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  whether  this  individual,  who  makes  this 
tppUcatinn,  is  the  heir  of  the  person  entitled  to 
the  pension,  provided  it  be  granted.  Will  he  give 
that  information -to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  MILLSON.    I  did  not  desire  to  have  any- 
thing to  say  upon  this  bill,  and  I  should  havepre- 
ferredMhat  the  committee  by  unanimous  consent 
had  passed  it  over,  until  the  return  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Tuck,]  who  had 
considered  it,  and  reported  upon  it,  both  to  the 
•oramittee  and  to  this  House.    But  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Cleveland]  calls  upon  me 
for  information  upon  the  subject;  and  I  will  say  that 
when  this  claim  was  reported  to  the  committee,  it 
was  made  a  subject  of  conversation.  I  did  not  then 
give  any  examination  into  this  case,  but  from  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentldnan  from  New  Hamp- 
■hire  [Mr.  Tuck]  to  the  committee,  I  remarked 
that  there  was,  perhaps,  a  prima  facie  case  in  favor 
of  the  petitioner,  and  without  meaning  to  commit 
myselr  as  to  the  course  I  might  afler wards,  upon 
examination,  find  it  my  duty  to  take.    Yet  I 
thought  it  due  to  the  claimant,  that  the  petition 
should  not  be  stifled  in  the  committee,  but  that  it 
should  come  before  the  House,  where  it  might  be 
fblly  examined.    I  aflerwards  made  some  exami- 
nation of  the  case,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  claim  was  not  one  which  should  receive 
the  ^vorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

After  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Cleveland]  has  concluded,  I  may  say  a  word 
in  reference  •  the  subject,  but  I  will  now  content 
myself  with  responding  to  his  specific  inquiry — 
that  is,  whether  the  person  now  appearing  as  claim- 
ant, is  the  heir  at  law  of  the  original  petitioner  ? 
Upon  that  subject  I  maj  say  that  I  dia  not  think 
the  evidence  at  all  satisfactory.  I  considered  it 
as  exceedingly  loose.  He  may  be  the  descendant 
of  John  Jackson,  or*he  may  not  be. 

Mr.  CLEVKLAND.    I  think  that  the  House, 

in  acting  on  a  report,  have  the  right  to  presume 

that  the  important  fact  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner 

to  ask  retierof  us  is  established  before  they  consent 

to  a  farorable  report.    I  think  that  ought  to  be 


settled  in  the  committee,  and  that  we  ou^ht  not  to 
have  report*  made  in  favor  of  appropriations  of 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  without  committees 
being  satisfied  in  regard  to  all  of  the  facts.  I  do 
not  understand  how  the  individual  member  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill  could  have  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  that  committee — of  my  friend 
who  is  at  the  head  of  that  committee — while  there 
was  this  doubt  existing  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
this  claimant  to  petition  as  the  heir  of  Mr.  Jackson. 
I  confess,  from  the  answer  I  have  obtained  from 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  [Mr.  Millsok,] 
that  I  am  unable  to  understand  why  this  report 
has  been  submitted.  As  he  intimates  that  he  will 
enlighten  the  House  hereafter  upon  the  subject, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will,  I  therefore  leave  it. 
1  go  upon  the  supposition  that  the  committee  found 
the  facts  they  have  reported  to  exist;  and  if  they 
did,  sir,  I  nsk  upon  what  principle  this  committee 
is  prepared  to  deny  action  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject? Will  it  be  said  that  it  shall  be  passed  over 
oecause  it  is  a  stale  claim?  Will  it  be  said,  if  we 
can  successfully  resist  a  just  claim  for  fifty  or  sev- 
enty years,  that  that  is  adequate  compensation  to 
the  claimant  ?  Are  we  ^oing  to  establish  tliis  nice 
notion  of  morality,  in  this  way,  by  the  doubts  and 
suspicions  which  are  thrown  out  year  after  year. 
Congress  after  Congress,  and  defeat  the  honest  and 
just  claims  of  individuals  upon  us  ?  Will  we  in- 
trench ourselves  behind  the  statute  of  limitations, 
and  say  that  we  will  not  pay  it,  thus  taking  ad- 
vantage of  our  own  wrong  ?  Here  is  the  letter  of 
John  jPauI  Jones.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
heard  by  the  whole  House  when  read  bv  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  [Mr.  Goodenow,]  out  I  think 
not.  I  will,  therefore,  with  the  leave  or  the  House, 
read  it. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  the  certificate  of  John  Paul 
Jones,  (which  is  published  in  a  preceding  column,) 
^vbn  on  board  the  Serapis,  at  theTexel,  and  dated 
November  15,  1779.] 

J  confess  to  you,  sir,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  this 
claim  until  it  was  presented  c^he  bar  of  the  House 
this  morning.  It  is  difficult*r  me  to  conceive  of 
a  claim  made  by  the  heirs  of  any  man  who  per- 
formed important  services  to  this  country  that  ap- 
Eears  more  meritorious  from  the  testimony  offered 
ere  in  its  support.  This  man,  it  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  document  read  here,  which  was 
authenticated  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  the  ethers 
concerned,  rendered  important  service.  His  ser- 
vices were  thought  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
our  liberties  and  property,  and  for  the  prosperity 
of  our  cause.  He  was  compelled  to  perform  these 
services  against  his  own  country  and  against  his 
wishes;  and  for  what?  Because  simply  he  made 
a  mistaJce.  He  having  suflTered  as  he  aia,  contrary 
to  his  win,  in  our  service,  and  for  our  benefit,  is  it 
for  m  to  turn  around  and  say  that  we  will  not  pay 
him  therefor?  or  rather  that  we  will  not  treat  his 
heirs  as  we  would  treat  the  heirs  of  an  American 
citizen  ?  Why,  sir,  far  be  it  from  me  to  say  Uiat 
I  would  not  honor  the  draft  of  John  Paul  Jones. 
He  tells  this  Congress  that  they  were  services  for 
which  he  himself  put  his  hands  into  his  pocket 
and  paid;  and  he  also  guarantied  that  our  Grovem- 
ment  would  be  just  ana  liberal  towards  him.  If  we 
have  not  recognized  the  claim  for  the  services  of 
this  man  yet,  f  ask  upon  what  principle  we  shall 
now  say  that  it  should  be  resisted  ?  If  we  do  it  at 
all,  it  must  be  on  account  of  the  long  period  of 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  important  ser- 
vices were  rendered.  I  do  not  think  tnat  is  a  suf- 
ficient reason;  and  for  one  I  regret  most  sincerely 
that  the  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill  is  not 
present,  i  desire  some  member,  more  conversant 
with  the  business  of  the  House  than  myself,  to 
devise  some  way  by  which  the  matter  can  be  post- 
poned until  the  member  to  whom  I  referred  re- 
turns. As  is  suggested,  I  'WiU  move  that  the  case 
bepc>8tponed  till  this  day  two  weeks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  motion  is  already  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  now  pending,  to  alter  it  so 
as  to  have  this  matter  postponed  for  two  weeks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  hope  this  bill  may  be 
laid  aside  and  left  in  the  hands  of  its  friends. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  The  bill  might  as  well  be 
disposed  of  now,  as  there  is  a  goo9  deal  of  work 
upon  the  Private  Calendar.  I  confess  that  the  ob- 
ligation does  not  strike  me  as  it  does  the  honorable 
member  from  Connscticat.    The  obligation  is  one 


of  the  third  generation  removed  from  the  man  who 
sufi!*ered.  Now,  I  believe  that  it  did  not  enter  into 
the  economy  of  the  pension  laws  of  this  Govern- 
ment when  paying  its  own  ciiizens  for  sufiering 
endurtd  ana  for  services  performed  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  grant  a  pension  aften  their  decease,  and 
upon  theother  handno  such  pensions  were  granted. 
This  man  died  as  long  ago  as  1815.  He  hved  and 
died  a  British  subjectr-Ahe  subject  of  an  empire 
which,  during  the  whole  period  of  this  man's 
life,  was  impressing  our  own  seamen.  And  who 
ever  heard  of  the  British  Government  rewarding 
one  of  our  citizens  who  had  been  impressed  into 
their  service?  But  he  did  not  live  to  appeal  to  this 
Government  for  it.  The  highest  pretension  of  this 
case  is,  as  I  read  it  from  the  report,  that  his  only 
son  came  to  this  country  a  British  subject  to  ap- 

Seal  to  this  Government  to  grant  relief — and  he 
ied  too.  With  what  title?  Why  the  conclusive 
language  of  the  report  is — with  the  title,  asitis  said, 
of  his  sisters.  Tnat  is  a  beautiful  kind  of  title  in 
which  to  grant  a  pension — ^that  a  British  subject 
came  here  some  thirty-six  years  ago  with  the  pre- 
tense that  he  had  the  assignment  of  his  sisters,  and 
that  he  was  the  heir  of  the  deceased  ancestor.  But 
he  is  dead  too,  and  the  gentleman  who  makes  his 
appeals  here  now  is  said  to  be  his  son.  In  the  first 
place,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  applicant,  a 
British  subject — the  son  of  a  British  subject— the 
subject  of  an  empire  who  never  rendered  corre- 
sponding immunity  to  the  impressed  citizens  of 
the  Republic — has  some  kind  or  claim;  that  is,  his 
father  was  said  to  have  received  the  title  of  his 
aunts  to  the  claim  upon  this  Government  for  a 
pension  created  after  the  death  of  the  ancestor. 

Now  my  doctrine  is,  that  this  idea  of  granting 
pensions  to  the  posterity  of  a  pliant  man  is  all 
wrong  any  way.  The  pension  is  a  personal  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Government  to  the  personal 
chivalry  and  services  of  the  citizen.  And  when 
a  child  comes  forward,  and  asks  that  this  Govern- 
ment shall  pension  services  that  he  never  performed, 
but  upon  the  strength  of  the  chivalry  of  his  an- 
cestor, my  reply  to  him  is,  that  he  had  belter  be 
doin^  spmething  else  more  worthy  of  himself.  That 
I  believe  should  be  the  economy  of  the  subject. 
Here  you  have  three  generations  of  British  sub- 
jects, the  earliest  ancestor  of  whom  accidentally 
stumbled  into  an  American  privateer,  and  while 
there  he  could  not  get  out  of  the  way  of  the 
enemy's  shot.  I  understand,  from  statements  of 
gentlemen  upon  the  floor,  that  if  he  could  have 

fot  out  of  the  way,  he  would  have  been  glad  to 
ave  done  so.  It  appeara,  at  any  rate,  that  he  did 
not  loVe  the  stara  and  stripes  well  enough  to  remain 
any  longer  than  he  could  prevent,  for  ne  went  on 
to  the  soil  of  Great  Britain,  died  there,  and  now 
his  descendant  comes  an  applicant  here. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  The  report  states  that  he 
went  on  board  tlie  American  vessel  by  mistake. 
Being  on  board,  he  was  compelled  by  the  com- 
mander to  do  service  iti  piloting  the  ship,  and 
while  there  he  received  a  wound  by  which  ne  lost 
an  arm.  I  wish  to  say  further,  that  the  father  of 
the  peraon  who  now  clainqs,  died  in  consequence 
of  a  wound  he  received  in  the  service  at  the  navy- 
yard  of  this  city.  I  would  respectfully  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]^  if  it  is 
not  a  fact  that,  upon  the  pension  rolls  of  this  Gk)v- 
ernment,  there  area  number  of  persons  who  have 
never  renounced  their  allegiance  to  Great  Britain, 
and  who  have  done  good  service  in  the  cause  of 
our  country  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  have  not  examined  the 
records;  but  if  they  have  not  done  it,  it  is  time 
they  were  about  it.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  about 
that.  It  is  time  that  all  such  men  were  renouncing 
their  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  or  to  their  pension , 
one  or  the  other.  The  geAtleman,  in  his  last  sug- 
gestion, raised,  as  an  additional  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  in  the  fact  that  the  father  of  the 
present  applicant  received  in  the  navy-yard  a 
wound  or  which  he  died.  Fetch  him  forward; 
let  us  pension  him.  That  begins  to  look  some- 
what plausible.  He  was  in  the  American  navy- 
yard,  and  if  he  received  the  wound  spoken  of,  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  there  may  be  some  pro- 
priety in  it.  But  there  is  this  ridiculous  feature 
in  the  whole  bill,  and  that  is,  the  applicant  is  here 
through  two  generations,  and  comes  forward  in 
virtue  of  assignments  of  rights  of  chivalry.  That 
is  the  ridiculous  feature  ofit— *  right  that  did  not 
exist,  never  was  granted— a  right  by  assignmsnt 
of  tht  bensTolsnct  of  this  Ghnremmtnt 
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Mr.  QOODBNOW.  Will  the  i^nUeimin  aUow 
me  to  interrupt  hi^  ? 

Mr.  CARTTER.  No,  sir;  not  now.  Even 
that  asai^ment  does  not  appear  authenticated,  but 
appears  m  the  doubtful  character,  that  it  was  said 
taat  he  had  received  an  assignment  fVom  his  spin- 
ster sisters  in  Great  Britain  of  their  claims  to  the 
ohivalrjT  of  their  ancestor.  Now  this  claim,  it  ap- 
pears, passed  throuf:h  old  Ben.  Franklin's  hands, 
and  Thomas  Jefferson's  too.  How  did  it  pass 
through  their  patriotic  hands  ?  It  was  a  good  long 
time  a^.  We  know  the  character  of  old  Ben. 
Pninklm,  and  we  know  his  character  was  brilliant 
with  justice  and  purity.  How  does  it  happen  that 
this  man  went  unrewarded  under  the  hands  of  old 
Ben.  Franklin?  I  am  told,  too,  that  it  passed 
through  the  patriotic  sunervision  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson. How  does  this  nappen,  that  this  commit- 
tee, seven ty«five  years  afterwards,  is  wiser  than 
these  patriotic  men,  under  whose  eye  these  things 
transpired  ?  This  is  a  mystery  to  me.  This  claim, 
instead  of  growing  strong  and  increasing  in  ex- 
cellence by  age,  appears  to  be  weakened  by  the 
ikct,  that  the  actors  m  the  drama  of  which  this  was 
apart,  suffered  these  men  to  go  unrewarded,  and 
left  this  Congress  here  in  1852  to  reward  a  man 
who  is  said  to  be  a  grandson,  for  the  prowess  of 
his  ancestor — a  British  subject.  My  opioion  is, 
that  it  is  all  wrong. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  did  not  intend  to  offer  a 
word  upon  this  subject;  but  as  I  do  not  often  trouble 
the  House  with  my  feeble  voice,  I  ask  permission 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
flpom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cartter,]  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat.  He  speaks  of  the  chivalry  whidi  we  are 
asked  to  rewara.  No  attempt  is  made  to  establish 
a  claim  upon  the  charity,  the  bounty,  the  justice 
of  this  House  upon  anything  of  that  kind.  It  is 
the  case  of  a  man  who  was  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  our  country  by  another,  who  had  the  moral 
right  to  pledge  the  honor  of  our  country  wherever 
he  bore  the  flag  of  that  country;  and  while  this 
man  was  performing  the  duties  incident  to  his  pro- 
feraion,  he  snflered  the  loss  of  an  arm,  and  when 
paid  for  his  professional  services,  he  was  promised 
a  pension  to  which  an  American  pilot  would  hhve 
been  entitled  for  such  a  loss.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cabttkr]  strengthens  his 
argument  by  referring  to  the  time  to  which  this 
case  has  been  postponed,  and  asks  why  it  is  that 
the  case  has  never  before  been  brought  forward. 
If  there  is  strength  in  that  Question,  the  answer 
to  it  gives  more  strength.  Jf^ihe  report  which  lies 
upon  your  desk-* — 

Mr.  CARTTER,  (interposing.)  The  gentle- 
man misunderstood  me.  I  asked  why  it  was  not 
granted  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  (resuming.)  Because  he 
waft  hardljrprepared  to  be  represented  here,  and 
there  wasaThersites,  then  as  now,  to  raise  his  voice 
against  it,  or  there  were  sjme  from  another  State 
to  postpone  that  act  of  justice  which  from  time  to 
time  has  been  solicited  from  us.  The  frentleman 
talks,  too,  of  postponing  tliis  species  of  pension, 
and  putting  it  off  to  the  thira  generation.  No 
Dension  is  anked  for  the  grandson  of  this  sufferer. 
No  money  is  asked  to  be  given  to  him  upon  that 
ground,  but  he  comes  here  and  appeals  to  our  jus- 
tice for  the  pension  that  was  promised  under  the 
faith  of  our  nation — promised  under  the  stars  and 
stripes — under  the  fln^  of  our  country,  borne  by 
John  Paul  Jone«.  If  we  fail  to  make  that  out— 
if  we  fail  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  that  great  repre- 
sentative of  our  country,  1  am  afraid  that  some  of 
the  people  will  think  that  the  name  of  tliai  ship 
was  the  representative  of  the  only  «*  good  man" 
there  was  about  it.  Is  it  becjiming  the  representa- 
tives of  twenty-three  millions  of  people  to  stand 
caviling  upon  a  few  dollars,  because  something  is 
pleaded  here  of  time  past.  They  say  he  was  not 
an  American  citizen.  Why,  sir,  if  he  had  been 
an  American  citizen,  he  would  have  been  fully  re- 
warded perhaps  by  the  result  of  that  battle  in 
which  he  suffered  and  which  assisted  in  securing 
the  independence  of  our  country.  But  he  was  not 
an  American,  and  was  forcea  into  the  position 
against  the  feelings  of  a  Briton.  Because  he  was 
forced — because  he  was  compelled  to  serve  in  our 
cause,  are  we  not  doubly  bound  to  sustain  the 
promise  made  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  country  ? 
Has  this  Congress — have  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, or  their  representatives,  ever  doubted  the  ob- 
ligations imposed  upon  them  by  Captain  Paul 
Jones?     Certainly  not.     It  has  l>een  delayed,  as 


everything  elte  has  been  delayed  here,  from  time 
to  time. 

The  man  who  becomes  a  petitioner  to  this 
House,  however  just  may  be  his  claim,  unless  he 
has  security  in  some  other  position  than  this,  to 
force  it  through,  he  becomes  in  danger  of  losing 
not  only  his  claim,  but  his  time  and  the  money 
which  he  may  bring  to  enforce  his  claim  here,  or 
to  sustain  him  while  he  is  enforcing  it.  Our  delay 
is  proverbial.  Shakspeare  complains  of  the  "law's 
delay  and  the  insolence  of  office. "  And  men  have 
a  right  to  complain  here  of  the  law-makers'  delay 
and  the  tardiness  of  office.  For  my  own  part,  if 
I  had  met  a  descendant  of  that  pilot  on  any  shore 
in  the  world,  I  should  have  felt  myself  bound  to 
satisfy  his  necessities  and  to  have  contributed  not 
only  my  portion  of  what  was  due  to  him  upon  that 
promise  of  John  Paul  Jones,  but  if  I  had  the  pow- 
er, I  should  have  paid  to  his  latest  generation 
every  cent  I  had.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  protesting  a  claim  of  Paul  Jones  because  it 
is  outlawed  by  time !  But  we  are  told  that  the 
British  never  pay.  It  has  been  the  glory  of  that 
wron?-doing  country  that  it  always  pays.  It 
paid  Uie  contemptible  traitor  who  M'ould  have  be- 
trayed to  them  our  fortress  in  New  York.  It  paid 
him  well  in  money,  in  position,  and  contempt,  as 
every  traitor  deserves  to  be  at  the  hands  of  an 
honest  people,  who  ^ay  in  the  time  of  war  have 
employed  him.  Having  impressed  that  man  into 
the  service  of  our  country,  and  exposed  him  to 
the  loss  of  a  limb,  do  we  now  say  that  the  time  has 
passed?— do  we  talk  of  the  chivalry?  Why,  is 
that  the  chivalry  in  this  Congress,  that  will  suffer 
tlie  promise  of  Paul  Jones,  made  in  the  name  of 
his  country,  to  be  nullified,  non-fulfilled  by  that 
country? 

I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  attention  of  this 
House  further;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  one.  of 
those  claims  which,  if  it  were  not  so  well  founded 
OS  it  is,  it  would  become  us  Americans  to  pass  at 
once,  and  wash  our^ands  of  such  a  charge  as  we 
may  be  liable  to,  b)^ur  neglect.  Let  us  not  pro- 
test a  draft  upon  our  honor,  and  that  of  our  ances- 
tors. I  trust  that  not  a  word  more  will  be  thought 
necessary  upon  the  question,  and  that  we  shall 
pass  the  bill  as  it  is,  and  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  During  the  somewhat  lengthy 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [\Ir. 
Clevelai^d]  he  addressed  to  me  a  series  of  inqui- 
ries, which  I  could  not  answer  at  once.  I  deter- 
mined to  await  the  conclusion  of  his  address  in 
order  that  I  might  give  a  suitable  time  to  a  reply. 

The  gentleman,  however,  afler  making  an  in- 
quiry—one  of  a  series — ^paused  and  reouested  an 
immediate  answer.  In  compliance  witn  the  gen- 
tleman's request,  I  gave  him  as  much  information 
as  I  could  furnish,  and  stated,  in  accordance  with 
his  own  urgent  entreaty,  that  I  would,  aftw  he 
hod  finished  his  remarlcs,  make  the  further  re- 
sponse which  he  seemed  to  invite.  And  for  this 
the  gentleman  has  remarked  that  I  have  declared 
that  I  mean  to  enlighten  the  House  upon  this 
question ! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  must  have  strong  confidence 
in  his  own  power  to  enliehten  the  House,  f(»r  he 
pets  up  and  declares  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
the  case;  professes  to  be  seeking  information; 
complaiuAtliat  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill  did  not  volunteer  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  House,  obtains  but  one  reply — but  one 
item  of  information  from  the  source  to  which  he 
addressed  himself,  and  that  not  at  all  favoring  the 
views  of  the  petitioners;  and  then  starts  away  and 
goes  on  to  deliver  an  elaborate  argument  in  favor 
of  the  claim,  the  merits  of  which  he  seems  to  know 
perfectly;  and  not  only  does  he  urge  original  argu- 
ments m  favor  of  the  claim,  but  he  undertakes  in 
advance  to  anticipate  the  arguments  which  might 
be  urged,  and  wnich  he  supposed  would  be  urged 
against  him. 

Now,  I  am  not  here  a  volunteer  in  this  discus- 
sion. The  House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recol- 
lect tliat  I  exhibited  no  disposition  to  take  part  i.*i 
this  controversy.  The  gentleman  from  Connect- 
icut comes  forward  as  a  volunteer,  and  so  exceed- 
ingly belligerent  and  martial  is  his  disposition,  that 
he  constrams  me  to  offer  such  information  to  the 
House  as  I  might  possess,  and  then  complains 
that  I  have  come  here  to  make  opposition  to  this 
claim.  Sir,  I  have  made  no  opposition  to  the 
claim.  I  liave  exhibited  no  purpose  to  oppose  it. 
I  have  said  not  a  word  in  opposition  to  tne  views 
of  the  petitioners.    So  far  from  it,  the  very  first 
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thing  I  did — although  myself  opposed  to  thebiA— 
was  to  suggest  that  it  should  oe  passed  by,  by 
general  consent,  in  order  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Tuck,]  who  reported  it, 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  vmdicatin^  it. 

But  since  the  g:entleman  from  ConnecUcutseemt 
to  suppose  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  give  such  information  to  the 
House  as  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  as  per- 
haps it  is  a  reasonable  expectation  that  h%  should 
do  so,  I  will  say  that  the  claim  is  one  which,  after 
examination,  I  cannot  give  my  support  to. 

The  committee  are  already  aware  that  this  claim 
ori^nated  very  early  in  the  revolutionary  wir. 
This  man,  James  JacKson,  having  boarded  the  ves- 
sel commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  became,  of  course, 
a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  detained  as  a  prisoner 
of^war,  and  his  services  as  a  pilot  were  dentanded 
bv  Paul  Jones.  During  an  engagement  that  tooo 
afterwards  ensued,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
an  arm,  and  Paul  Jones  then,  sympathizing  wiUi 
his  position,  made  him  a  gratuity  of  one  hundred 
ducats,  and  gave  him  a  paper  by  which  he  prom- 
ised that  Jackson  should  receive  during  his  life- 
time a  pension  from  the  United  States. 

Well,  Jackson  lost  no  time  in  preferring  his 
claim  against  the  United  States.  The  demajid 
was  made  against  the  Continental  Congress,  before 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution.  There 
was,  it  IS  said,  a  favorable  report  made  hv  the 
committee  to  whom  that  claim  was  referrea;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  Congress  did  not  grant  the  claim. 
They  had  then  as  ample  materials  (or  investigating 
its  merits  as  we  can  possibly  have  at  this  tunc; 
but  the  claim  was  not  allowed. 

It  was  subsequently  renewed.  In  the  year  1836, 
an  application  was  made  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  redeem  the  promise  made  by  Psnl 
Jones,  and  an  adverse  report  was  made  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  thr 

Petition  had  been  referred.  I  have  that  report 
ere,  but  .1  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  have  it 
read.  In  the  year  1842,  the  petition  was  agsin 
preferred,  and  a  report  was  made  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  rejecting  the  claim.  1 
will  send  that  report  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read. 
The  CiiRRK  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

Tbat  this  oaM  han  l>eea  reported  on  by  various  rominit- 
tees  unfhvorably.  In  1841.  it  wh  ret^rred  to  the  romninw 
on  Naval  Affkirs,  who  made  th<*  followinf  report : 

**  Mr.  DicKCRsoN,  tkom  Ibe  Counnittce  oa Naval  AflUn, 
to  whom  wan  referred  lbs  petition  of  James  Jacksoo,  n • 
ported: 

"  Tbkt  th(>y  tiod,  amons  the  papers  submitied  to  then,  i 
petition  puriiertins  to  be  me  petitioa  of  Janes  JackwH).  of 
Encland,  Mttinff  Mrth  that  hie  fhcher,  Jnlui  Jaclcaon,  trhilea 
reeident  in  Ei^aod,  waa  decoved  on  board  the  Aamicu 
Rhip  Bon  Honime  Richard,  by  Commodore  Johu  Paul  Joocf , 
in  1779,  and  compelled  to  servo  as  a  pilot  on  board  tbsi 
ahip ;  that  he  waa  io  the  action  with  the  Serapiaand  Couai 
C80  of  Scarliorotifli,  and  in  that  action  had  bnaraabntoff, 
and  waa  otht^rwiac  wounded ;  and  that  Comrandora  Joea<' 
then  proiniaed  him  that  Cnnereaa  would  pay  him  $900,  and 
givp  him  a  »uitablf*  pension  mr  life,  and  ^ave  him  a  Cfftifl- 
cate  to  that  effect.    Thai,  (bt  certain  caoaee*  hh  (Ubtf 
never  applied  to  Oonrrean  rot  the  fulfillment  of  the  proam 
contained  in  thia  certificate ;  but,  after  his  (ktber^  daaib. 
he.  the  petitioner,  with  hi*  brother  and  airter,  deliverpd  Ite 
oriffnal  certificate  to  Hichard  ToUie.  E.^.,  Vice  Consul « 
the  United  Btatea  at  Kini^aton-upon  Hull,  la  Oreat  Britata, 
who  placed  tile  papera  in  the  liatidH  of  WiUiam  Davy,  Eat^ 
tiiun  Consul  of  tiic  United  Btttea  for  KinfaCnn-aiion-fliiiU 
for  the  purpo:se  of  (brwarding  them  t«»  ibe  Pre^dent  of  *' 
United  J^iatea,  with  such  requeat  aa  nii$bt  be  proper  in  A' 
case.    The  petitioner  claims  the  9300  and  the  asioaat  f* 
pension  to  which  hit*  faUier  would  have  beca  entitled  (t*  N* 
life.    Thill  petition  in  uul  even  aixned  by  thepetilioner.M^ 
ia  no  otiierwiae  vcriftcd  but  by  a  certificate  of  Richard  TrH- 
tie,  the  Vice  ConanI  reA»rred*  to  in  tii«»  petition,  «rfio  c«w- 
flrma,  generally,  the  fHcta  atated  in  the  petition  {  ^  t^ 
certificate  of  Commodore  Jones,  referred  to  in  the  p»tiij<»» 
is  not  produced,  nor  ia  tiiere  any  reaaon  assigned  wby  iti* 
not  produced. 

"  It  does  not  nppear  when  John  Jackaon  died,  bq>  It  iww 
liave  l>een  a  abort  time  nrevioua  to  tiie  17th  April,  IW, 
when  the  papera  were  delivered  to  the  Vice  Consul- 

**  So  reaM>n  ia  aaMi|{ned  why  John  Jackson  did  not  «»«J 
the  application  in  hia lifetime.  He  must  have  ^^«J*"*iJ 
man,  aiid  the  petitioner,  Jaiue^adcaon,  waa  betweealbny 

and  Ally  years  of  age  before  hiTAuher**  de^^.  . 

•*  The  committee  are  of  opinion  tiiat  Uie leelisiooy  «n»e 
case  is  entirely  too  loose  and  unaaiiutkctory  tomtke  ittn™ 
duty  even  to  inquire  whether  the  petitioner  wonM  be  enoure 
10  relief  If  hia  caac  waa  made  out  in  point  of  *^*,j,^ 

Since  thia  report  was  made,  the  certlflcateof  Uoiibh»«^ 
Jones  has  be^n  found,  by  which  it  apoears  tfist  wte  wj* 
no  promif^e  to  pay  John  Jackson  33QV,  aa  ■"•fa  ^51  Jf . 
memorialist,  nor  ia  rt»e  ftct  stated  by  him  t******  ••Jfjl," 
Jackson  was  paid  100  docats  by  CoiAnodofe  J««e«.  J»2" 
ia  it  a  fact  Utat  John  Jackson  waa  decayed  on  boaid  »tvoa 
Homuie  Richard,  but  he  boarded  her  in  ^^""'flllf^^^iJJl 
own  mUtiike,  Hupposini  her  to  he  a  Brid*  ship.  |JJ^ 
waa,  however,  a  promise  by  Commodore  ■''*"*fi^LSyl 
a  pension ;  and,  in  1785,  Oni  salifaci  was  k^^Xsi 
Congress,  but  Uiers  baa  boea  no  actios  opoa  It*  ™t^Z 
of  debt  for  the  «90O  not  oxiaCiBg,  and  tbe  pwnonwt  !>*"'* 
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hMfi  aUi»«irod  bf  the  United  8lM«f>,  the  committee,  without 
gfrijif  into  the  qnettion  how  (kr  a  right  would  have  accrued 
to  die  lueittoriatlit  had  the  promise  of  Commodore  Jooet 
been  rri>oniized  by  Coof  rees,  do  not  discover  any  ground 
apoa  wliiiii  a  claim  can  mo  made  by  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  MILLSON,  (resuming.)  I  have  now,  in 
eompli^uice  with  theremiest  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  given  to  the  House  all  the  informa- 
tion which  I  possess  in  reference  to  this  case.  I 
have  not  attempted  to  arpie  it.  I  have  simply  laid 
before  the  House  such  facts  as  I  was  informed  of. 

Now,  I  do  not  know  why  this  claim  was  not 
allowed  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Tliere  is, 
however,  very  strong  reasons  for  the  conclusion 
that  they  had  some  information  at  that  day  which 
we  do  not  possess  now. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unit^  States,  by  M.  P.  Fillmore, 
Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

Mr.  M.  continued:  Whilst  I  was  ready  at  all 
times  to  answer  any  (|uestions  that  roi^ht  be  put 
to  me,  I  had  no  disposition  to  take  part  in  this  de- 
bate. I  did  not  intend  to  do  so  until  I  was  abso- 
lutely compelled  to  say  wliat  I  have  said,  by  the 
request  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

This  much,  however,  1  will  say,  in  conclusion, 
in  reference,  not  only  to  this  case,  but  to  all  the 
cases  which  come  before  this  House.  I  have 
long  thought  that  no  claim  should  be  allowed  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  unless  it  was 
so  well  established  as  to  preclude  every  reasonable 
doubt.  Remember  that  these  ^Petitioners  who 
come,  seeking  the  aid  of  Congressional  legislation, 
select  their  own  evidence;  they  take  the  affidavits 
of  such  witnesses  only  as  will  forward  their  de- 
mands; and  they  take  very  good  care  not  to  seek 
evidence  in  those  quarters  where  its  effect  would  be 
dlsadvantaseous,  and  the  United  States  have  no 
privilege  or  cross-examination.  The  case  is  wholly 
and  strictlv  ex  parte.  The  very  shaping  of  the 
affidavits  tnemselves  is  left  to  the  petitioner  or  his 
counsel,  and  it  may  very  well  happen  that  a  wit- 
ness is  made  to  say  what  he  never  intended  to  say, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  particular  phra8eolog)yn  re- 
hearsinz  his  testimony.  The  applicant  is  not 
barred  by  any  rejection  of  his  claim.  He  has  the 
privilege  of  coming  again  and  again  and  asking 
that  relief  which  may  have  been  twenty  limes 
denied.  If  with  all  these  advantages  the  advan- 
tage  of  aelectinf  his  own  opportunity  of  present- 
ing the  claim,  the  right  to  seuNcthis  own  witnesses, 
exempt lu;i  from  the  embarrassment  of  a  cross- 
exanunation ,  the  privilege  of  giving;  body  and 
form  to  his  own  testimony,  and  the  right  to  repeat 
his  demand  aAer  twenty  rejections  of  liis  claim — 
if,  I  say,  vrith  all  these  advantages,  he  is  not  en- 
abled to  establish  his  claim  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House,  and  without  a  reasonable  doubt,  then 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  House  should  refuse 
the  relief  which  is  sought. 

My  opinion  has  been  asked  about  this  claim, 
and  therefore  I  will  say,  without  ^ving  any  of 
the  reasons  siiffsested  by  that  opinion,  Uiat  1  am 
not  satisfied  of  tne  justice  of  the  claim,  and  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  have  given  a  silent  vote 
agaioat  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  am  not  goin^  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  this  claim  at  all. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Cleve- 
land] reciuested,  that  whoever  made  the  motion 
to  lay  this  bill  aside  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  not  pass,  would  withdraw  that  motion.  I 
made  tliat  motion,  and  I  wish  to  say  to  the  een- 
tleinan  from  Connecticut,  that  I  cannot  with£aw 
it,  and  I  will  ^ve  him  the  reasons  very  briefly. 

1  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
argument  of  the  eentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  Tvcv,]  who  made  the  report  in  this  case, 
and  who  seemed  deepl)r  interested  in  getting  the 
committee  to  pass  the  bill,  but  there  was  nothing 
in  that  ai^m^u,  or  in  the  evidence  adduced, 
which  went  to  convincs  me  that  this  man  is  tlie 
heir  of  John  Jackson  at  all.  Afler  having  inves- 
tigated the  cose  as  far  as  I  was  able,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  this  claimant  has  never  es- 
tabliihsd  the  slightest  right  to  receive  one  dollar 
At  our  hands. 

That  is  the  reason  whv  I  made  the  modon,  that 
this  bill  be  laid  aside  to  oe  reported  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  I 
hope  that  motion  will  prevail.  At  all  events,  I 
shall  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  again  be 
read. 


The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  If  I  correctly  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  [Mr.  Mill- 
ion,] and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  the  most  serious  ob- 
jection urged  by  them  to  this  bill,  is  a  doubt  as 
to  the  true  character  of 'the  parties  now  petitioning 
for  relief. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  that  although  that  is  one  objec- 
tion with  me — and  an  insurmountable  one — to  the 
allowance  of  this  claim,  1  have  other  very  great 
objections  to  it. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  address  myself  now  to  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  urgea  upon  this  floor,  as 
to  the  reality  of  the  heirs  petitioning  for  relief. 

'If  gentlemen  have  attenoed  to  the  reading  of  the 
bill,  they  will  observe  that  it  directs  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  this  money  to  the  legal 
heirs  of  John  Jackson.  Now,  I  apprehend  it  will 
be  incumbent  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
if  this  bill  passes 

Mr.  M  [L.LSON.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
a  word  of  explanation  ? 

Mr.  BOWIE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MILLSON.  I  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  the  principal  objection  I  have 
to  the  bill  is,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  proof  that 
the  present  claimant  is  the  heir  of  John  Jackson. 
In  response  to  an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  I  said  that  I  did  not  feel  satisfied  of 
that  proof;  but  1  never  said  that  was  the  only  ob- 
jection I  had  to  the  bill.  I  recollect  that  in  com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  obviate  that  possible  objec* 
tion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  money  should  be  pay- 
able— if  paid  at  all — to  thele^  representatives  of 
this  man. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Supposing  that  objection  to  have 
weighed  with  other  members  of  the  House,  as  it 
certainly  did  witli  me,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  moments  while  1  advert 
to  it. 

It  is  certainly  clear,  from  the  language  of  the 
bill,  that  it  will  become  incumbent  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  if  this  bill  passes,  to  take 
every  l^ol  precaution  to  ascertain  who  are  the 
heirs  of  John  Jackson.  If  such  proof  as  the 
common  law  requires  to  establish  the  existence  of 
that  heirship  is  not  submitted  to  him,  the  Treas- 
ury will  never  have  to  pay  thiq^laim. 

Putting  out  of  view,  then,  this  objection,  which 
I  think  is  sufliciently  answered  by  the  brief  re- 
marks I  have  made,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  never 
was  a  stronger  appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
this  House  than  ib  now  made  to  it.  Here  is  a 
person  who  was  one  of  the  first  victims  of  the 
Revolution  on  the  sea — a  man  exhibiting  to  this 
Hmise  the  bond  of  the  nation  written  in  the  blood 
ofits  first  victories,  and  asking  that  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  pledged  under  those  solemn  circum- 
stances, shall  be  redeemed. 

What  answer  can  you  give?  Gentleman  say 
there  is  not  stiificient  evidence — they  say  the  claim 
is  a  stale  one.  Those  gentlemen  nave  forgotten 
that  it  comes  here  indorsed  by  the  Congress  of 
1785.  They  have  forgotten  that  the  daimnresents 
on  its  face  tne  certificates  of  members  of  Congress 
in  the  year  1785.  It  is  a  claim,  not  only  for  the 
loss  of'^an  arm — for  premature  mutilation — ^but  it 
is  a  claim  for  saving  the  lives  of  twenty  sailors  of 
the  ship  of  war  Bon  Homme  Richard.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  to  the  report,  they  will  find  it 
stated  that — 

"  It  further  appeara  to  your  committee,  from  a  letted  of 
Captain  Jones,  Uiat  the  eecond  lieutenant  urihe  Bon  Homme 
Richard  was,  with  twenty  other*,  nt  the  time  of  the  battle 
with  tlic  Serapii*.  on  board  Jackmn's  pilot  boat,  and  that 
when  Captain  Jones  fbund  it  impossible  to  prevent  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  from  sinking,  Jackmn's  pilot  boat 
was  of  sinsular  service  in  saving  the  mon,  particularly 
the  woundM,  some  of  whom,  Captain  Jones  In  persuaded, 
would  have  been  drowned  had  not  lie  been  fUmtslied  with 
the  means  of  saving  them.'' 

Here  is  the  most  conclusive  proof  that  the  lives 
of  twenty  seamen  who  first  embarked  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  who  were  subjected  to  all 
the  hazards  of  that  war— that  twenty  men  were 
sav^  through  the  agency  of  this  man,  and  that  he 
not  onljr  saved  them,  but  reduced  himself  to  want 
by  the  nozords  which  he  involuntarily  incurred. 

Gentlemen  teH  us  that  he  is  entitlefl  to  no  merit 
because  he  was  an  Englishman — because  he  was  a 
subject  of  the  British  Grovernroent.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, has  the  British  Gh)vemment  acted  upon  that 
principle  towards  us?  Have  they  refusea  to  pay 
the  daims  of  an  American  citixen  because  he  was 


a  desQsndant  of  one  who  rebelled  against  thsm? 
Nay,arswe  not  witnessing  day  after  day  ths 
most  honorable  exhibition  upon  ths  pcu't  of  Chat 
Grovemment-^of  the  payment  of  claims  to  the  hens 
of  those  who  emigrated  to  this  country  half  a  cen- 
tury ago  ?  I  think  we  may  well  be  instructed  by 
our  enemies,  if  we  are  to  regard  the  British  n^^too 
as  our  enemy.    Let  us  at  least  follow  their  sxaro- 

fle  in  metiiig  out  justice  in^rcgard  to  this  claim. 
t  is  not  a  stole  claim,  and  it  is  not,  in  my  jud|^ 
ment,  a  doubtful  one.  It  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  men  of  the  Revolution — men  who  were  at- 

?uainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
tls  not,a.<t  has  been  said,  involved  in  Uit  sus- 
picion that  it  has  never  been  asserted  in  the  lifo* 
time  of  the  claimant.  Gentleman  are  mistaken 
when  they  suppose  so.  It  is  true  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  claimant,  in  his  lifetime,  came  to 
the  doors  of  our  predecessors— came  to  the  doors 
of  Congress  and  invoked  relief.  No,  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  day  did  not  require  that  a  petition 
should  be  presented.  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs then  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the' 
payment  of  this  debt.  Our  records  establish  this 
Aict  beyond  all  doubt.  Then  it  was  considered  of 
sufilcient  dignity  and  importance  to  require  the 
first  officer  of  the  Government  to  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  this  claim.  But  now  no  daim  can 
be  established  in  Congress  without  not  only  being 
indorsed  by  the  Government,  but  it  must  also  be 
sustained  by  poUtical  influence.  Now  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  take  some  interest  in  this  daim.  1 
nope  they  will  set  an  example  of  their  determina- 
tion to  examine  private  claims  and  to  sustain  them 
whenever  they  are  (bvaad  to  be  wdl founded. 

I  beg  leave  to  advert  fi[»r  a  moment  to  an  im- 
portant idea  thrown  otu  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
men from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millsov,]  tMt  we 
should  not  grant  any  claim  presented  here,  unless 
it  is  establisned  beyond  all  aoubt,  because  the  tes- 
timony is  ex  parte.  Whose  fault,  1  adc,  is  that? 
Has  tnis  Government  established  any  tribunal  in 
which  examination  on  both  sides  can  be  had? 
Have  not  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  time 
after  time,  invoked  this  House  to  establish  a  com- 
mission of  claims  by  which  the  rights  of  the  GK>y- 
ernment  would  be  protected  ?  How  can  the  evi- 
dence be  otherwise  than  ex  PorUt  under  the  present 
circumstances,  in  the  astaolishment  of  a  daim  ? 
Surdy,  then,  that  which  is  a  political  necessity, 
should  not  be  raised  as  an  objection  against  this 
claim.  Let  the  Government  establish  a  tribunal, 
and  let  it  throw  span  the  doors  of  justice.  Let  it 
estabUsh  the  ordinary  means  of  proof,  or  not  ex^ 
dude  petitioners  who  have  not  established  their 
claims  by  unquestionable  evidence.  Do  not  let  us, 
who  are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  throw 
that  blame  upon  our  constituents  who  are  asking 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  powers  that  be. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  thegentleman  aUow 
me  to  state  one  &ct  before  the  question  is  taken  ? 
I  desire  to  ask  if  this  daim  has  not  been  examined 
thoroughly  both  in  this  Hall  and  at  the  other  end 
of  theCapitd  ?  I  learn  that  a  bill  rdating  to  this 
cjise  was  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  that  it  was 
lost  on  iu  way  from  this  House  to  the  President's 
House. 

[Cries  of  ♦•  auestion  !"  "Ouestion  V*] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  When  g^demen  re- 
proach others  with  not  becoming  acquainted  with 
reports  unUl  the  cases  to  which  they  refer  come 
up  here  for  action,  I  must  beg  to  refer  them  to  the 
fact,  that  this  House  was  organized  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  its  committees  with  reference  to  the  opin- 
ions of  members,  and  not  their  merits;  hence  gen- 
tlemen should  not  come  here  and  reproach  those 
who  were  not  quite  as  fortunate  as  tnemsdves,  if 
it  be  fortunate,  in  bein^  selected  as  one  of  the 
favored  ft  w.  1 1  is  certainly,  in  my  judgment,  not 
becoming  gentlemen  occupying  those  posts,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  reproach  others  because 
they  take  part  in  the  business  of  the  House  for 
which  they  are  in  part  responsible. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  1  rise  to  a  auestion  of  order. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
ClkvelandI  has  already  spoken  two  or  three  times 
upon  this  bill.  ,  . 

TheCHAIRMAN.  No  other  gentleman  daimed 
the  floor,  and  therefore  it  was  in  order  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  to  speak.  If  any  other 
gentleman  had  daimed  the  floor,  the  Chair  would 
not  have  awarded  it  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND,  (continuing.)  My  onjy 
wish  was  to  elidt  from  the  gentleman  frt>m  Vhr- 
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ginia  [Mr.  Million]  an  opinion;  and  I  certainly 
meant  to  do  it  in  the  kindest  manner,  havinj^  no 
feelings  towards  that  gentleman  but  those  of  the 
utmost  kindness.  But  I  say,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  that  when  the  report  was  read,  and  the 
letters  were  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[M(.  GooDENOw,]  It  appeared  to  me  that  it  was 
one  of  those  cases  which  deserved  the  favorable 

^consideration  of  the  House,  but- which,  against 
all  equity,  against  all  justice,  was  in  danger  of 
being  defeatra;  and  that  was  the  reason  why  1 
interposed  to  say  anything  upon  the  subject. 

Now,  I  ask,  and  1  hope  gentlemen  will  answer 
me  candidly,  whether  they  would  hesitate  one 
moment  to  vote  a  man  a  pension  who  had  suffered 
in  the  lata  war  with  Mexico  precisely  in  the 
manner  this  man  did,  in  the  war  of  the  I^evolu- 
tion?  Sir,  that  man  does  not  have  the  honor  of 
holding  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  who  would  have 
voted  against  it.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  if 
a  man  had  suffered  in  one  of  our  ships  during  the 
Mexican  war,  as  this  claimant  suffered,  there  is 

*  not  a  man  upon  this  floor  who  would  have  resisted 
a  claim  for  nis  relief.  Is  it  not  proper  for  us,  in 
this  case  to  inquire  whether  anything  has  been 
done  in  regard  to  this  matter;  or  whether  there  is 
anything  concerning  it  which  should  place  this 
applicant  in  a  worse  condition  than  if  the  events 
to  which  the  claim  relates  had  occurred  more  re- 
cently ?  Let  us  look  at  the  matter  for  a  moment. 
Has  there  been  any  consideration  paid  to  this  man 
for  being  compelled  to  serve  against  his  country, 
and  to  suffer  as  he  did  in  the  service  of  our  coun* 
try }  Has  this  country  ever  rewarded  this  import- 
ant service,  thus  forced  from  a  man  who  was 
under  no  obligation  to  serve  us  ?  I  answer,  No, 
never!  Is  it  a  stale  claim,  which  has  never  been 
presented  here.'  So  far  from  this,  the  gentleman 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions — the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Millson] — admits  that  it  was  presented  early, 
and  that  it  has  been  pursued  down  to  the  present 
time.  When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  pre- 
sented that  information  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  by  the  time  the  State  of  Vir^nia  gets  her 
|120,000,  which  she  is  now  petitioning  Congress 
for,  that  she  would  meet  with  about  as  many 
difliculties  as  we  have  met  with  in  endeavoring  to 
do  justice  to  this  unfortunate  man — I  mean  the 
claim  which  the  State  of  Virginia  has  before  this 
House,  of  about  the  same  age,  of  (120,000,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  for  money  which 
she  advanced  towards  the  completion  of  this  Cap- 
itol. A  report  has  been  made  against  it  in  the 
Senate.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  report  is 
wrong.  I  on  1  y  mention^t  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration. 

Mr.  MILLSON,  (interrupting.)  Does  the  gen- 
tleman know  that  I  am  in  favor  of  that  claim  ? 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  Certainly  not.  I  am 
onUr  showing  that  this  is  not  the  only  stale  claim 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States .  That  is 
all.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  is  in  favor  of  it  or  against  it;  I  only  know 
that  such  a  claim  is  here.  I  ask  if,  from  the  time 
this  man  first  presented  his  claim  down  to  the 
present  day,  there  has  been  any  abandonment  of 
It  by  himself  or  his  heirs  ?  I  answer  no.  Have 
we  ever  paid  one  cent  towards  that  claim }  I  an- 
swer no.  I  then  put  this  question  to  the  House: 
Are  we  under  obli^tions — honorable  obligations 
— to  pay  him  for  his  sufferings  or  to  pay  it  to  his 
children  ?  Is  it  a  ^ood  answer  to  say  that  because 
he  is  dead,  his  heirs  shall  not  have  what  was  due 
to  him,  in  his  lifetime  ?  That  would  be  a  strange 
doctrine.  If  we  have  failed  to  pay  to  a  man  in  his 
lifetime  what  was  rightfully  due  him,  justice  re- 
quires that  we  should  pay  it  to  his  legal  heirs  after 
his  death.  If  eentleman  will  examine  into  this 
matter,  tliey  will  find  that  this  man  performed  im- 
portant service  for  us,  and  in  so  doing  suffered  the 
loss  of  an  arm ;  now  he  comes  forward  by  his  heirs 
and  claims  his  just  reward  which  has  never  been 
paid  him;  and  the  question  arises,  whether  we  will 
take  advantage  of  the  length  of  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  his  service  Mras  rendered  and  say  we 
win  not  pay  it  ?  I  am  told  that  a  favorable  report 
was  made  m  this  case  some  fifleen  or  twenty  years 
ago.     I  have  sent  for  that  report. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  state  to  the  genUe- 
t*^"  i  ^  ^*"  mistaken  when  I  stated  that  fact. 
I  find  upon  examination  that  it  was  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones  to  which  I 
referred. 


Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  had  some  doubts  about 
the 'matter.  But  whether  a  favorable  report  has 
been  made  on  it  or  not,  makes  no  difference — 
whether  a  former  Congress  has  rejected  the  claim 
or  allowed  it  makes  no  difference  with  me. 

There  is  a  disposition  to  disregard  the  just  claims 
of  individuals  presented  here;  there  is  an  indisposi- 
tion to  give  them  that  careful  attention  which  they  . 
should  receive  at  the  hands  of  a  tribunal,  the  only 
one  upon  earth  before  which  they  can  prefer  claims 
of  this  character  against  the  U-ovemment.    But 
when  this  argument  is  used,  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
adding  insult  to  former  injustice.    How  many  are 
there  who  take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves  in 
regard  to  these  claims  ?    Very  few.    What  is  the 
general  feeling.'    It  is  this:  Away  with  the  claim; 
some  speculator  has  got  hold  of  it,  and  we  will  vote 
against  it.    This  bugbear — I  use  the  word  inten- 
tionally— this  bugbear,  that  agents  and  specula- 
tors are  going  to  reap  Uie  benefits,  has  prevented  a 
large  number  of  honest  claims  from  receiving  that 
consideration  which  they  are  entitled  to.    As  to 
this  bill,  I  never  heard  of  it  until  this  morning,  but 
it  is  not  for  me  to  stop  my  ears  and  shut  my  eyes, 
and  refuse  to  do  my  duty  in  regard  to  a  petitioner, 
merely becausesome  one  whispers  in  my  ear,  or 
whispers  about  the  House,  that  an  agent  is  doing 
something  wrong  about  it.    In  that  way  an  honest 
man  has  no  better  chance  than  a  knave.    It  is  our 
duty,  permit  me  to  say — and  I  say  it  very  respect- 
fully to  the  House — to  give  these  private  claimants 
a  fair  and  impartial  hearing;  and  if  we  find  that 
they  have  merits  in  their  claims,  let  us  never  offer 
as  an  apology  for  the  tardy  justice  we  are  called 
upon  now  to  render,  that  they  have  been  rejected 
and  rejected,  until  they  have  wasted  more,  in 
coming  here  to  ask  justice  at  our  hands,  than  the 
original  claim  was  worth.    I  know  of  many  such 
instances,  where  men,  with  as  legal,  just,  and  right- 
eous claims  against  the  Go  vemment  as  everman  had 
against  his  fellow-man ,  were  delayed,  and  delayed , 
until  they  had  expended  more  money  in  asking  jus- 
tice of  Congress,  who  ought,  wilhngly  and  prompt- 
ly to  have  done  justice  to  them,  than  the  original 
claim  amounted  to.    I  have  no  fear  of  the  cry  that  i 
I  am  disposed  to  be  extravagant.    1  am  disposed 
to  be  just,  and  make  this  Grovemment  pay  its 
honest  debts.    I  am  the  last  man  living  who  will 
consent,  as  one  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  triers  here,  U>  crush  a  private  individual  and 
his  claim,  because  Government  can  do  it  with  im- 
punity.    It  is  a  system  of  dishonesty  to  which  I 
never  intend  to  become  a  party.  But  when  I  make 
that  remark,  I  do  not  intend  to  reflect  upon  any 
member  of  this  House.    I  mean  to  say  that  I  fear 
we  are  too  inconsiderate  and  regardless  of  the 
rights  of  individuals,  merely  because  they  are  in- 
dividuals.    But,  sir,  let  any  question  arise  top^h- 
ing  the  claim  or  prospects  of  any  presidentialas- 
pirant  who  could,  if  elected,  return  favors  for  fa- 
vors granted,  how  ready  we  should  be,  how  eager 
every  member  would  oe  to  inform  and  commit 
himself  in  favor  of  the  individual,  because  there 
might  then  be  a  return.    Sir,  the  selfishness  which 
induces  members  to  sacrifice  the  rights  of  honest 
claimants  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  popularity  as 
economists,  or  from  carelessness  and  inattention, 
deserves  to  be  rebuked,  and  so  far  as  my  voice  and 
vote  will  accomplish  that  object,  it  shall  be  done. 

Mr.  A VERETT.  Mr.  Chairman ,  1  do  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  this  debate,  but  to 
protest  agamst  its  protraction.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  committee  nave  been  ready  to  vote  upon 
this  case  for  the  last  hour.  1  desire  prompt  and 
faithful  attention  to  the  bills  on  the  Calendar.  But, 
if  the  time  allotted  to  their  consideration  is  to  be 
consumed  by  such  lectures  as  we  have  just  heard, 
just  claims  will  be  defeated,  and  new  arguments 
furnished  to  those  who  desire  the  establishment 
of  a  new  department  of  Government,  to  facilitate 
the  getting  of  money  from  the  Treasury.  We 
need  no  such  new  wheel  to  be  added  to  the  already 
too  complicated  machinery  of  Government.  If  we 
fail  to  do  justice  to  claimants,  it  is  not  because  we 
cannot,  but  because  we  will  not. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
claim  had  its  origin  in  clear  1^^  Habilities.  What 
were  they  ?  A  British  subject  was  taken  a  pris- 
oner upon  an  American  man-of-war,  and  is  com- 
pelled to  serve  in  an  action  against  his  own  Gov- 
ernment. Now  this  is  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  law  of  war.  John  Paul  Jones 
understood  that  law  when  he  gave  that  certificate. 
He  knew  what  he  was  about  when  he  promised 


to  pay  (hat  man  half  pay  for  life  as  pilot.    He 
knew  that  in  compelling  that  man  to  serve  against 
his  own  country,  he  had  violated  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  the  laws  ef  war,  and  he  endeavored  to 
make  him  the  only  compensation  in  his  power, 
which  was  a  pecuniary  one.    Now,  there  is  no 
objection  in  this  world  against  this  claim,  except 
its  age;  and  this  GU)vemment  is  clearly  bound  to 
make  him  an  equitable  compensation  for  the  injury 
which  was  done  to  him,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
war  and  of  nations.    That  is  the  origin  and  foun- 
dation of  this  claim;  and  when  this  certificate  was 
given  to  him  by  John  Paul  Jones,  at  the  time,  it 
was  clearly  felt  to  be  a  legal  obligation,  and  one 
which  an  individual  has  a  right  to  claim  of  a  na- 
tion, at  whose  hands  he  suffers  wrong  by  a  viola- 
tion of  public  law.    This  seems  to  me  too  clear  for 
argument.    This  claim  has  never  been  paid.    It 
ought  to  be  paid  to  some  one,  and  it  is  one  which 
goes  to  the  neirs  of  Mr.  Jackson,  whoever  ibcy 
may  be. 

[Cries  of  •«  auestion !"  "  auestion !"] 

Mr.  WALBRIDGE.  I  do  not  intend  to  inflict 
a  speech  upon  the  committee  at  this  time.  I  wish 
to  call  its  attention  to  a  few  facts;  and  if  they  are 
satisfactorily  established,  this  claim  ought  to  be 
allowed. 

The  first  fact  is  this :  Are  the  committee  satisfied 
that  John  Paul  Jones  gave  the  certificate  set  out  ia 
the  report  in  this  case?  I  understand  that  it  is 
provea.  If  that  fact  is  established,  and  satisfac- 
torily to  this  House,  it  seems  to  me  it  establishn 
the  claim,  and  that  we  ought  to  make  remunera- 
tion to  the  heirs  of  this  man.  The  second  fact  ia, 
whether  the  heirs  of  this  man  are  to  be  benefited 
by  this  claim.  Now,  upon  that  point,  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Chandler]  hai 
fully  answered  the  objection  which  has  been  made. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  as  it  is  here  presented,  to  allow 
this  claim  only  when  the  proof  of  that  fact  shall 
be  adduced  before  him.  Now,  as  regards  this 
claim,  if  the  members  of  the  committee  are  satis- 
fied 4hat  John  Paul  Jones  gave  the  certificate,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  just  and  righteous  one, 
and  one  to  which  this  Conereew  ought  to  respond. 
But,  in  relation  to  the  other  fact,  certainly  there 
can  no  question  be  raised  here  in  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.     I  wish  to  consider  the  vieirof 
the  question  as  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Tex- 
as, [Mr.  Howard,!  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
rules  of  war  and  or  the  laws  of  nations.    A  sin- 
gular contrast  to  the  conduct  in   that  action-- 
uiough  it  resulted  in  the  necessity  of  the  case— is 
presented  in  the  battle  between  the  Constitution 
and  Querrier,  an  account  of  which  we  have  lately 
heard  from  a  prisoner  of  war  on  board  the  Gu«^ 
rier.     As    the  Constitution  approached,  and  iis 
American  character  was  ascertained,  this  prisoner 
made  an  appeal  to  the  commander,  Dacres,  wheth- 
er he  shoula  remain  upon  deck.    The  commander 
replied,  "  No,  sir;  I  have  no  right  to  keep  you  in 
such  a  position.     Qo  below."    I  trust  we  shall 
have  something  like  a  disposition  to  imitate  the 
English  in  that  particular.    Now,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  this  man  was  entitled  to  indemnity. 
Suppose  that  under  this  pressure  of  war  we  had 
seized  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  taken  a'^y 
those  important  means  of  his  livelihood,  would  he 
not  be  entitled  to  compensation .'    I  do  not  n»e, 
however,  to  present  even  this  view,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  detain  the  committee  long,  but  I  nse  to 
object  to  this  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitation.    I 
object  to  it  in  principle.   I  object  to  it  because  there 
are  too  many  men  m  this  nation  who  will  fouow 
the  example  of  the  Government;  and  I  hope  this 
House  will  look  not  only  to  its  own  dignity,  not 
only  to  what  is  right,  but  to  the  rights  of  parties 
who  come  before  them  as  claimants;  and  that  it 
wiD,  in  relation  to  a  great  public  example,  srtww 
face  against  the  plea.    And  I  wUl  say^n  addition, 
that  where  the  Government  has  thought  l^^J 
rely  upon  the  lapse  of  time  as  a  means  otd«w^ 
against  claims,  they  have  provided  for  it  m  thor 
statutes.  .  ,     ..  ^. 

Now  let  me  further  say,  thatof  all  thethw^  «» 
the  world  the  plea  of  the  statute  of  Jim*^.^ 
against  revolutionary  claims  b  the  most  aenaw* 
of  merit.  Something  has  been  said  of  we  U)nw- 
nental  Congress.  Why,  did  they  pay  «J'  Jf «[ 
responsibiliUes?  Are  wetobetoldat  thiitimetntf 
the  Government  has  faithfufly  dischwjged  au  i" 
dutics,  and  paid  aU  the  claims  againstit.'  If  we^ 
troduce  the  plea  of  limitation  upon  a  caw  where  w^ 
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fint  of  the  Aotors  in  the  scene  was  most  competent 
to  decidrupon  it,  I  ask  you  what  is  to  become  of 
the  elaim  of  the  representative  of  Baron  De  Kalb, 
and  of  those  of  a  host  behind  who  are  to  come  in 
and  claim  this  amount  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
not  as  a  pension,  but  as  a  debt  which  they  are 
entitled  to  just  as  much  as  if  their  ancestors  had 
earned  so  much  by  the  sweafof  their  brow,  and  it 
had  been  wronrfuliy  taken  from  their  hands  by 
the  action  of  uie  Uovemment?  And  what  is  to 
become  of  that  class  of  claims,  founded  upon  the 
promise  of  Washington  ?  There  is  a  remarlnible 
entr^r  in  thatvaluabM  publication — theaccotmtsof 
that  illustrious  man  kept  during  the  revolutionary 
war — and  be  leaves  this  legacy,  and  puts  it  in  a 
note,  upon  one  of  its  pages,  that  he  has  received 
assistances  from  the  members  of  parties  on  both 
sides  of  the  line,  in  regard  to  his  revolutionary  ef- 
forts*  That  they  have  assisted  him  in  the  various 
stages  of  his  struprles,  and  commends  them  to  the 
benevolence  and  justice  of  the  Government.  He 
uses  this  remarkable  language:  **  Whenever  they 
are  presented  I  trust  to  my  country,  or  to  the 
councils  of  my  country,  to  pay  them.  *"*  I  give  the 
substance  of  his  language,  not  his  phraseology. 
Will  we  repudiate  the  faith  of  Washington  ?  If 
this  claim  nad  come  backed  by  Washin^n's 
promise — a  promise  of  the  description  referred 
to— would  we  have  had  the  spirit  to  set  up  repu- 
diation, or  the  statute  of  limitation  ?  I  imagme 
not.  And  shall  we  not  say — though  not  so  holy 
as  the  word  of  Washington — that  there  is  some- 
thh\g  in  the  faith  of  John  Paul  Jones,  pledged  as 
it  was  under  the  solemnities  of  that  action,  that 
entitles  his  word  to  be  considered,  regarded,  and 
enforced  at  the  hands  of  the  American  Congress? 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  aside,with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pas^— 

Mr.  CHANDLER  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Chandlee  and  Polk 
were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  i^  the  tellers 
rq>orted — ayes  53,  noes  77.  ^ 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House  with  the  recommendation  tnat  it  do 
pass. 

GU8TAVUS  A.  DE  RUSST^ 

The  committee  next  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  bill  No.  96-^  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gus- 
(avus  A.  De  Russy,  late  an  acting  purser  in  the 
Navy. 

The  reading  of  the  report  being  called  for,  it  was 
read  by  the  Clerk.     # 

Mr.  DANIEL.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  bill 
proposes  not  only  to  allow  the  difference  between 
what  pursers  were  receiving  when  this  clerk  was 
first  appointed  and  the  compensation  of  a  purser 
tinder  the  act  of  1842,  but  the  interest  upon  that 
money.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  interest 
should  be  allowed  in  this  case.  I  do  not  know 
when  this  case  was  first  presented  for  adjustment; 
I  move,  therefore,  to  strike  out  **  j^l4  14,"  and  in 
its  stead  to  insert  <«  $.362."  That  is  the  principal 
exclusive  of  the  interest. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.    The  report  which  has  just 
been  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  was  drawn  by  my- 
self as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, and  I  thought  it  was  proper  and  just  to 
allow  this  man  interest  upon  the  money  claimed. 
1  do  not  see  what  ground  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  assumes  when  he  contends  that 
interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed.     Does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  to  say  to  this  House  that  interest 
ouf  ht  never  to  be  paid  by  this  Government  upon 
a  debt  that  it  owes  to  an  individual  ?    Does  the 
gentleman  mean  to  take  any  such  ground  as  that  ? 
Where  there  is  a  clear,  ascertains,  balance  due 
%  man  for  services  rendered,  does  he  rise  upon 
this  floor,  and  say,  if  the  Government  does  not 
chose  to  pay  that  debt,  but  holds  the  man  out 
of  it  year  after  jear,  that  when  at  length  it  does 
make  payment,  it  ought  not  to  pay  the  interest? 
]f  the  gentleman  means  to  take  any  such  ground 
sui  that,  I  say  for  one,  that  I  dissent  from  it,  and 
appeal  to  the  House  to  say  whether  it  is  not  an 
improper  ground.    I  put  the  claim  of  this  man,  in 
the  report  which  has  just  been  read,  upon  legal 
pounds.    I  say  that  he  haa  a  right  to  demand  this 
money.    I  say,  furthermore,  that  the  highest  offi- 
cers of  the  Department  decide  that  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  it,  but  the  accounting  office  refuses  to 


give  it.  The  legal  ^ound  was  this:  A  law  was 
passed  here  some  time,  I  think,  in  the  course  of 
the  summer  of  1842,  changing  the  pay  of  pursers. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  here,  tnat  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  himself  concedes  that 
this  man  was  entitled  to  the  pay  of  a  purser,  just 
OS  if  he  was  legally  appointed  purser  for  the  time 
he  was  performing  these  services.  Then,  that 
being  conceded,  come  to  the  other  point.  A  law 
was  passed  during  the  summer  of  1842  changing 
and  increasing  the  pay  of  pursers.  There  was  a 
provision  in  that  law  that  it  should  go  into  opera- 
tion as  to  the  persons  in  the  home  squadron  from 
the  time  of  its  passage,  and  to  all  persons  abroad 
from  the  commencement  of  the  first  quarter  aAer 
proclamation  thereof  shall  be  made.  Now,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  December  of  the  year  1842, 
the  commander  of  the  squadron  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  passage  of^  the  law,  and  he  made 
proclamation  from  the  Commodore's  flag-ship. 
That  proclamation  the  officers  say  applies  to  the 
whole  squadron  under  his  command.  Informal 
notice  was  carried  to  this  ship,  which  had  been 
detailed  to  cruise  on  the  African  coast.  The 
man  himself  did  not  receive  formal  notice  of  it, 
but  the  Commodore  had  received  notice,  and  had 
made  proclamation  from  the  flag-ship,  which  was 
a  notice  to  the  whole  squadron.  Well,  if  this  is  so, 
it  entitled  him  to  his  pay  under  the  new  law.  The 
new  law  had  been  passed  months  before.  He 
came  here  and  he  claimed  pay  under  the  new  law. 
The  Second  Auditor,  the  accounting  officer,  refused 
to  allow  it.  He  then  appealed  to  Commodore 
Warrington,  who  said  that  he  was  entitled  to  it; 
but  the  Second  Auditor  still  refused  to  allow  it. 
He  then  appealed  to  Judge  Mason,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  he  said  that  he  was  Ic^^ally  entitled 
to  it,  but  the  Second  Auditor  still  refused,  and  he 
now  comes  before  the  House.  Now,  the  position 
I  take  is,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  paid  him  at 
the  time;  that  he  had  a  right  to  it,  and  that  it  was  a 
just  and  legal  demand;  and  that  it  being  a  sum  for 
which  he  had  had  a  legal  right  to  make  demand, 
that  interest  ought  to  be  paid  upon  it  from  the  day 
on  which  it  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  him  The 
difficult  and  responsible  services  this  man  had  to 
perform  upon  the  barren  and  desolate  coast  of 
Africa,  the  responsibility  upon  his  hands,  are  all 
set  forth  in  the  report,  and  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  with  the  details  again.  In  my  judgment 
the  interest  ought  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  did  not  intend  to  place  my- 
self, by  the  motion  I  have  made,  upon  new  ground 
in  reference  to  this  matter.  It  is  a  well-estab- 
lished principle,  that  the  Government,  as  a  general 
rule,  does  not  pay  interest.  I  think  it  is  generally 
a  correct  one;  for  if  it  was  the  universal  rule  that 
interest  shall  be  paid  to  the  time  when  Congress 
s101,  aAera  lapse  of  years,  ascertain  a  demand  to 
have  been  a  good  one,  it  would  become  a  most 
convenient  mode  of  funding  all  demands  against 
the  Government,  and  individuals,  instead  of  pre- 
senting their  claims  promptly  at  the  proper  depart- 
ments for  adjudication,  would  have  all  tne  motives 
of  capitalists  to  withhold  them.  Claims  are  some- 
times kept  back  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect 
manner  m  which  proof  is  presented,  and  some- 
times in  consequence  of  delays  arising  on  the  part 
of  the  applicants  themselves. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  If  my  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina will  permit  me.  Not  a  single  one  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  applies  to  this  case. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Wait  until  I  have  got  to  the 
others.  I  have  not  got  through  yet.  There  is 
nothing  stated  in  the  report  which  takes  it  out  of 
the  application  of  that  rule  upon  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  acted  in  the  non-payment  of  interest. 
If  there  is  any  special  reason,  the  genUeman  has 
neglected  to  give  it  in  his  report,  f  do  not  gather 
from  any  statement  the  gentleman  has  made,  or 
anything  in  the  case  that  ought,  to  take  it  out  of 
the  operation  of  that  general  rule;  on  the  contra- 
ry, I  can  see  reasons  m  addition  to  that  glanced  at 
by  my  motion  for  its  application.  The  gentleman 
predicates  this  legal  liability  upon  the  ground  that 
uneouivocal  notice  was  g[iven  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  of  1842  to  this  officer.  There  is  just 
ground  for  exception  to  that  position.  I  will  not 
say  that  the  gentleman  is  not  correct,  but  there 
is  certainly  some  reason  to  doubt  it.  The  words 
of  the  law  have  been  quoted  in  the  report,  as  I 
suppose,  correctly,  by  the  gentleman.  The  act 
was  to  ^o  into  effect  in  the  United  States  from  the 
date  of  Its  passage,  and  in  vessels  abroad  at  the 


beginning  of  the  quarter  aAer  its  official  notifies, 
tion. 

The  commander  of  the  squadron  in  this  case  re> 
ceived  notice  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  first 
of  January,  1843.  He  then  made  his  proclama- 
tion. His  vessel  was'  not  present,  as  she  was 
cruising  elsewhere— cruising  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa — and  the  question  is,  wnether,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  received  that  no- 
tice which  the  act  intended  to  make  necessary  to 
g^ive  operation  to  the  law,  until  it  was  actually  no- 
tified on  board  of  the  vessel. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  the  hands  of  their  Secretary,  Asbuet  Dick- 
ins,  Esq.] 

Mr.  DANIEL  resumed.  It  is  certainly  true, 
that  the  act  was  not  literally  complied  with  until 
the  notice  was  actually  received  on  board  of  the 
vessel  in  which  this  purser,  fonperly  a  clerk,  be- 
longed. It  may  well  be  contended,  therefore,  that 
his  pay  could  not  arise  until  after  he  received  no- 
tice. There  being  some  doubt  about  the  construc- 
tion which  the  gentleman  claims  as  the  construc- 
tion of  the  act,  and  seeing  no  sufficient  reason  why 
the  general  rule  should  be  departed  from,  I  have 
made  the  motion  I  submit,  and  think  it  ought  to 
prevail.  Unless  ,we  are  disposed  to  pay  interest 
in  everv  case-— unless  we  are  disposed  to  adopt 
that  rule  and  change  the  general  rule,  why  we 
should  do  it. 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I  had  wished  to  say  nothing 
more.  I  am  opposed  as  much  as  any  member  upon 
this  floor,  to  speaking  upon  these  matters  at  all.  I 
have  given  practiq^  evidence  of  that  fact  in  my 
course  here,  but  I  will  say  one  or  two  words  in  reply 
to  the  position  just  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Daniel.]  The  gentleman 
says,  the  general  principle  upon  which  this  Gov- 
ernment acts,  is,  that  it  will  not  pay  interest.  I 
understand  it  to  be  based  upon  the  reason,  that  the 
Gt)vemment  of  the  United  States  holds  itself  stall 
times  ready  to  pay  its  debts,  when  presented,  that 
the  debt  has  never  been  presented  in  a  legal  form — 
in  a  form  in  which  the  proof  had  been  conclusive, 
until  the  time  when  the  amount  is  to  be  voted. 
Now,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, if  a  claim  comes  up  for  unliquidated  damages — 
if  a  claim  comes  up  for  a  pension — if  a  claim  comes 
up  resting  upon  any  thing  of  that  sort,  it  ought  not  to 
carry  interest  until  the  proof  is  completed.  This 
is  tne  ground  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  assumes — this  is  the  reason  upon  which 
his  principles  rest,  as  applied  in  this  case.  De 
Russey  actually  made  a  demand  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  this  sum.  He  actually  claimed  it  from 
the  Department.  HH  proof  was  as  full  and  as 
conclusive  then  as  it  is  at  this  instant  of  time.  If 
we  owe  it  now,  we  owed  it  then.  If  we  ought  to 
pay  it  now,  we  ought  to  have  paid  it  then.  Shall 
we  profit  by  our  own  failure  to  do  our  duty  to  our- 
!  selves? 

Mr.  DANIEL.    Why  was  it  not  paid  ? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  I'have  already  stated  that  the 
accounting  officer,  the  Second  Auditor,  took  the 
view  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Daniel]  has  suggested,  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  this  law — and  held  that  the  law  should  not 
go  into  operation  as  to  vessels  abroad,  until  actual 
notification  should  be  made. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  one  more  question  ?  If  we  pay  interest 
upon  these  cases,  why  not  pay  interest  upon  every 
deferred  salary? 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  If  we  hold  back  fVom  a  man 
the  salary  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  the  law,  I  say 
we  ought  to  pay  interest.  We  ought  to  be  just, 
and  we  ought  to  pay  the  4ust  demands  upon  us. 
When  we  refuse  to  pay  where  a  demand  is  clearly 
made  out,  then  we  ought  not  to  profit  by  our  own 
refusal  to  do '  our  duty.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  argues  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
as  if  the  language  of  the  law  was  an  actual  noti- 
fication. That  IS  not  the  language.  It  says  offi- 
cial notification;  and  the  laws  of  this  country,  and 
those  highest  in  authority,  have  decided  that  to 
make  notification  of  the  law  of  this  sort  for  a 
squadron,  it  has  only  to  be  proclaimed  by  the 
commanders  of  the  squadrons.  If  it  is  true  that 
a  proclamation  by  the  commodore  of  a  ship  is  an 
official  notification  for  the  sauadron,  this  man  was 
entitled  to  his  demand,  ana  he  ought  to  have  it. 
If  it  was  a  debt  we  owed — ^if  it  was  a  debt  the 
amount  of  which,  and  the  proof  of  which  was 
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before  the  Department  at  the  time  the  Department 
improperly  refused  to  pay  it,  I  say  that  now,  in 
my  opinion,  we  ou^ht  to  pay  interest  unon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Dan- 
iel's amendment;  and  there  were — ayes  63 — 
nays  5S. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  tlien  taken,  (Messrs.  Fowler, 
of  MassAchusetts,  and  Hekdrick^,  acting  as  tell- 
ers,) and  resulted — ayes  65— 4)oe8  51. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  that  the  bill  be  kid  aside,  and 
reported  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  do  pass. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ORR,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the 
chairman  of  the  tommittee  [Mr.  Disney]  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  had  had 
under  consideration  two  bills,  whicji  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  back,  one  with  an  amendment 
and  one  without  amendment,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  they  do  pass. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
first  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR  moved,  that  when  this  House  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

[Cries  of  "Oh  no;  withdraw  the  call  !'T 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  there  were 
only  seventeen  rising — believed  not  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient number. 

Mr.  GIDDINC3KS  insisted  on  a  count;  and  the 
negative  side  bein^  counted,  there  were  116. 

Mr.  GIDDINOS demanded  tellers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays;  but  tliey  were  not  ordered. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Orr*s  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  tlie 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  ad- 
journ until  the  bills  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  have  been  disposed  of, 

[Cries  of  **  Order !"  ««  Order  !»n 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stephens's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

Bfr.  SIBLEY  gave  notice  nf  bis  intention  to  introduee  a 
bill,  so  to  amend  tbc  acts  for  the  estabtiahmentof  the  terri- 
torial governments  of  the  United  States,  as  lo  nuUce  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  in^d  Territories  electivenby 
the  people  thereof. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  gave  n<Mice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  bill  grantin/t  tite  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  land*,  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Terrc  Haute,  or  some  other  point  on  the  Indianapolis  and 
Terre  Haute  railroad,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  Sprin|tield, 
in  the  Sute  of  Illinois. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions,  memorials,  kc.,  were  prasentcd 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropnate  commiuees; 

By  Mr.  FLOYD :  The  resolutions  of  the  Westfield  Aeri- 
culraral.  Literary,  and  Scientific  Society,  for  the  rccogniUon 
of  th<*  independence  of  Hungary. 

By  Mr.  SMART :  The  petition  of  John  M.  Hood  and 
others,  assistant  marshals  in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  ask- 
ing for  increase  of  competisation. 

By  Mr.  BOYD,  of  Kentucky :  The  proceedings  of  a  met- 
ing of  soldiers  oT  the  war  of  1819,  held  in  Philadelpliia,  on 
Ibe  subject  of  propo«ed  modiflcatiotisof  tiie  bounty  land  act 
of  Sepiember  28.  1850. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON:  The  memorial  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  A.  Crary,  late  of  Newport.  Rhode  Island,  de- 
ceased, praying  for  indemnification  for  fosses  sustained  by 
depredations  committed  by  the  vessclg  of  France,  prior  to 
tbc  year  1800. 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY :  The  memorial  of  E.  Backus,  mnior of 
3d  Intknlry,  and  other  ofBcem  of  the  United  States  Army 
ill  New  Mexico,  praying  that  the  ofliccrs  and  enlisted  men 
stationed  in  that  Territory  may  be  placed'on  the  name  foot- 
ing, with  regard  to  pay,  with  Uiose  stationed  in  California 
and  Oregon. 

By  Mr.  HARPER :  The  petition  of  Stephen  Potts  and  C. 
R.  Madison,  praying  for  additional  compensation  for  their 
services  as  deputy  marshals  in  Uking  tlie  census  of  Guern- 
•«y  county,  Ohio. 

Bv  Mr.  COBB  :  The  petition  for  the  establiehing  a  post 
road  from  Port  Gibson,  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  fo  Chat- 
tanoogo,  ^TennesMee,  to  run  on  the  south  aide  of  theTeiines- 
Hoe  river,  in  said  Staten. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petition  of  citizeni  of  Franklin 
county.  Midsniiri,  a^kine  the  establiahment  of  a  post  route 
from  Union,  In  Franklin  county,  by  way  of  Lebanon,  in 
La  Clede  county,  to  Springfield,  in  Green  county,  in  said 
State. 

By  Mr.  HAMILTON:  The  petition  of  Lewis  Tritte 
and  Isaac  Gahr,  and  other  citizena  of  Washington  county, 


Maryland,  rcmonstzatiug  against  the  renewal  of  the  patent 
granted  to  Awain  h.  Zebulon  Parker  for  alleged  improve- 
ments upon  reaction  water-wheels. 

By  Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petiUon, 
numerously  signed  by  citisens  of  Lancanter  county,  stating 
that  the  fugitive  nlavc  law  was  unjust,  iahunian,  ami  op- 
pressive, and  praying  for  its  repeal. 

AIM),  the  petition  of  citiKCiiaof  Lancaster  and  Lebanon 
counties,  praying  for  the  cstaMishment  of  n  poxt  route  from 
Lancaster,  by  tlie  way  of  Sporting  Hill,  et  celtra^  to  Ann- 
vill,  in  Lebanon  county. 

AIM),  »ix  petitions,  very  numerously  signed,  praying  for 
an  additional  duty  on  foreign  iron. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAT,  Fthrmry  16, 1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Morgan. 
MISSION  to  EASTERN  ASIA. 

A  messaj^e  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received  by  Mr.  M.  P.  Fillmore, 
his  Secretary,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  or  the  Senate  of  the  26th  ultimo,  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  the 
correspondence  relating  to  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Balestier,  late  Consul  at  Sin^pore,  to  Eastern 
Asia;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

APPLICANTS  FOR  PENSIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  jtro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with* a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  a  list  of  suspended  or  re- 
jected applications  for  pensions,  under  the  several 
acts  of  Congress,  with  the^und:*  of  such  sus- 
pension or  rejection,  and  the  place  of  residence, 
as  far  as  the  same  can  be  given,  of  each  applicant; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions  and  printed. 

NAVY  REGISTER. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accom- 
panied bv  eighty  copies  of  the  Navy  Register  for 
1852;  which  was  oraered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  and  a  petition  of  masters  of  steam- 
boats and  vessels  upon  Lake  Erie,  praying  that 
the  State  of  Ohio  may  be  divided  into  two  judicial 
districts;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  seven  memorials  of  assistant  marshals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Ohio,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  n  petition  of  merchants  and  others  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  construction  of  an  addi- 
tional canal  around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals.  W 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  a  donation 
of  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Winnebago  to  the 
State  for  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wis*- 
consin  rivers;  wtiich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  am  requested  to  present  a 
communication  from  Rhode  Island,  signed  by  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  inhabit- 
ants of  Providence  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  they  say,  that  as  it  appears  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  turning  its  atten- 
tion towards  tlie  victims  of  despotic  governments 
and  inhuman  laws,  they  respectfully  ask  that  it 
would  consider  the  unhappy  lot  of  brayton  and 
Savres,  inmates  of  the  prison  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  convicted  of  acts  which  all  humanity 
the  wide  world  over,  applauds,  and  which  notliing 
but  barbarous  laws  condemn;  and  they  pray  that 
it  would  take  immediate  steps  for  their  relief. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  a  petition  of  the  re- 
g^ister  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  praying  compensation  for  making 
locations  under  the  Arredondo  grant;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  George  H.  Smith,  assist- 
ant marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Duval  county,  Florida,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  SPRUANCE  presented  a  petition  of  resi- 
dents of  Delaware,  praying  that  the  bill  giving 
further  remedies  to  patentees  may  become  a  law; 


whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  o«  Patenti 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  enactment 
of  a  law  making  fre^  so  much  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Wasliington  turnpike  as  lies  wiihio  the  Db- 
trict  of  Columbia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  four  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Indiana,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referrea  to  the  Committee  of  Cleums. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  four  memorials  of  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  vkich 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph Nock,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  tlie  violation  of  acontract 
for  supplying  tlie  Post  Office  Department  with 
locks;  which  was  referred  to  the  Uommittee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  a  repeal  or  mod- 
ification of  the  act  to  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas 
and  other  States  to  reclaim  the  swamp  lands  within 
their  limits;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  John  J. 
Palmer,  receiver  and  legal  representative  of  the 
American  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to  review 
the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  CommissionerB 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  of  American  citizens 
against  Mexico);  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Forei^  Relations. 

Also,  two  peutions  of  citizeos  of  Albany,  New 
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York,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  Mint  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Johnson  Livingston,  and 
his  associates,  prayinjg^  the  aid  of  the  Gforemment 
in  e8tabli8hu|ff  a  monthly  line  of  steamers  between 
New  York  and  Genoa;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants,  ship-ownersjand 
others,  of  New  York,  against  the  establishment  of 
any  more  lines  of  mail  steamers,  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government;  which  was  referrea  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  trustcei 
of  the  St.  Vincent  Orphan  Asylum,  in  the  Diftriot 
of  Columbia,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to  aid  in 
the  education  of  orphan  boys ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  tlie  petition  of  J.  Glynn, 
of  the  Navy,  praying  that  he  may  be  credited  in 
his  settlement  with  the  Department  with  tlie  amount 
of  money  which  was  stolen  while  in  his  cbaiige 
on  the  coast  of  California;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  three  petitions  of 
citizens  of  New  Jersey,  pra)ring  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  Bame«it  Inlet;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  New  York  and  Havre  mail  stcani- 
ei*8|  praying  further  aid  from  the  Qovemmcnl; 
whicn  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Owen,  praying  remuneration  for  damagej 
sustained  and  money  expended  while  in  charge  of 
the  Government  property  at  Cantonment  Lorin^i 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Ware  S.  May 
deceased,  a  surgeon  in  the  late  war  with  Mcxicw, 
praying  three  months'  extra  pay;  which  waa  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  6n  Military  Affairs. 

Mr,  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  a  con- 
vention of  citizens  of  the  State  of  California,  now 
on  a  visit  to  the  Atlantic  States,  held  at  Brown  s 
Hotel,  Washington  city.  District  of  Columbia, 
setting  forth  the  unsurpassed  agricultural  advan- 
tages of  the  State  of  California,  its  vast  laineij 
resources,  and  that,  from  her  geographical  ana 
peculiar  position,  she  must  relyf  more  than  iUJ 
other  State,  upon  her  own  soil  and  internal  re- 
sources for  the  support  of  the  milUons  ""*'!"/'* 
in  a  short  space  or  time,  people  the  shorea  of  tue 
Pacific  within  the  United  States-thusdonandn^ 
from  Congress  an  enlarged  a-nd  liberal  poncy. 
They  pray  for  grants  of  land  for  Tariooa  latnrf 


189ft. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


669 


anil  btnerol^nt  inatitutiona — for  a  untverattT  and 
primary  schooln^for  th«  insane,  deaf  and  dumb, 
tod  blind;  that  the  mineral  lands  should  be  leA  as 
Uie  common  property  of  tlie  American  people; 
that  aid  be  giren  to  the  mos^  practicable  scheme 
of  steam  commimication  between  the  ports  of  the 
west  coast  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Chi- 
na; that  fog-bells  and  light-houses  be  estabUshed; 
the  construction  of  the  &reat  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
Railroad;  telegraphic  communication;  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  weekly  mail  between  the  cliief  cities 
of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific;  a  modification  of 
the  postage  on  letters  and  papers;  the  establish- 
ment of  a  branch  Mint  at  San  Francisco;  the  re- 
Kymeut  of  the  duties  on  foreign  imports  col- 
ited  in  California,  from  the  treaty  witii  Mexico 
of  May  30, 1848,  to  the  extenlsion  of  the  revenue 
laws  over  CaUfQrnia,'October  IS,  1849;  the  settle- 
ment of  the  military  claims  in  California;  the  col- 
onisation of  the  Indians,  dec,  dbc.;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEKS. 

Mr.  GEY£R,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  MiUigan,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  PELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Laiidii,  to  which  was  referred  tlie  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  reserved  lands  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Edward  Hott,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  release  from  reservation  and  to  return 
to  the  mafts  of  public  lands  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Alabama;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Mark  Bean  and  Richard  H.  Bean,  of  Arkansas, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief,  which  was  read  and  passed  to  tJie  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be7>rinted. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  to  make  land  warrants  assignable, 
aiid  for  other  purposes, "as  am'ended  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  reported  it  back,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  subsequentljr  rose  and 
said:  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  in  regard 
to  the  assignability  of  land  warrants,  and  dispose 
of  the  amendments  Mrith  which  it  has  come  from 
the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the  Senate  shall 
insist  on  the  amendments  which  were  made  before 
the  btlt  wns  returned  to  the  House,  it  may  possi- 
bly lead  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
sooner  that  takes  place  the  better.  1  therefore  hope 
the  bill  may  betaken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  would  prefer  that  that  bill 
sheuld  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  I  have  received 
a.  petition  upon  the  subject,  and  I  wish  to  exam- 
ine the  amendments  and  see  whether  tlie  prayer  of 
the  pftitioners  can  be  granted. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  like  to  understand 
from  some  gentleman  familiar  with  the  subject, 
whether  or  not  the  effect  of  tlie  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Representatives  is  or  is  not 
to  strike  out  from  the  bin  everything  except  the 
provision  which  makes  land  warrants  assignable  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.    It  is. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Maryland  will  not  object  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  at  this  time.  I  can  see  no  necessity  for 
delay.  

Mr.T*RATT.  If  the  Senate  dissent  from  the 
amendments  of  the  House,  the  effect  of  it  would 
be  to  place  the  bill  in  such  a  position  that  it  could 
not  be  amended  here.  My  object  is,  if  it  be  in 
order,  to  introduce  such  an  amendment  as  would 
lueet  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  to  whom  I  have 
referred.  ' 

Mr.  BADGER.    That  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  it  cannot  be  done,  I  shall  have 
no  objection. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  Ay  objection, 
the  bill  cannot  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
^1  allow  the  bill  to  be  taken  up. 

\fr.  PRATT.    Let  it  lie  ever. 

The  bin  was  accordingly  passed  ov^r. 


KENTUCKY  DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Public  Ltvnds,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands  granted  to  the 
Kentucky  Asylum  for  tefliching  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
reported  k  back  without  amendment 

As  the  time  specified  in  the  bill  making  tlie  grant 
will  soon  expire,  he  requested  the  Senate  to  act 
upon  it  at  this  time. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes 
to  allow  five  years  in  addition  to  the  five  years 
heretofore  allowed,  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  which 
have  been  granted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  would  state, that  a  let- 
ter which  I  have  received  from  the  President  of  j 
the  institution,  informs  me  that  the  time  granted  | 
for  the  sale  of  these  lands  will  expire  in  Mav  < 
next;  and  a  further  extension  of  time  is  asked. 
Most  of  the  lands  have  been  sold,  and  there  arc 
only  a  few  tracts  remaining. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  GEYER  gave  notice  tliat  he  sliould  ask 
lea^e  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  holding  an 
additional  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WADE,  bj  unanimousconsent,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  convey  the  richt  of 
way  to  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  and  Cleve- 
land, Painsville,  and  Ashtabula  Railroad  Compa- 
nies, through  certain  lands  therein  mentioned; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  amending  an  act 
approved  the^d  of  February,  1647,  entitled  *<An 
act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  mer- 
chant vessels, and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

A  message  was  received  from  tlie  President  of 
the  United  Slates  by  Mr.  M.  P.  Fillmore,  his  Secre- 
tary, transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  respecting  the  delay  and  difficulty  in 
making  tlie  apportionment  among  the  several 
States  of  the  representatives  in  the  33d  Congress, 
as  required  by  the  act  of  23d  May,  1850,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  full  returns  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State  of  California;  and  suggesting  the 
necessity  for  remedial  legislation. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  that  the  conununica- 
tion  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  be  printsd  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUTLER  rose  subsequently  and  inquired 
to  what  committee  was  that  referred? 

The  PRESIDENT.  To  Uie  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  know  whether  tliat 
communication  should  properly  be  referred  to  that 
conunittee.  As  it  relates  to  the  apportionment, 
perhaps  it  should  go  to  a  special  committee. 
There  was  a  special  committee  on  the  census  at 
the  last  Coneress,  but  1  suppose  that  committee 
was  diuBolved  when  it  exhausted  its  functions. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  tliink  the  Senator  from  South 
Csrolina  is  right  in  desiring  this  communication 
to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee..  If  I  under- 
stand this  report,  it  will  show  an  extraordinary 
state  of  affairs;  that  the  census  of  one  of  the  Slates 
of  this  Confederacy  has  not  been  taken  at  all,  and 
that  she  is  likely  to  be  deprived  of  a  member  of 
Congress  in  consequence  of  that  neglect.  I  think 
a  select  committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  census  of  tlie  State  of  California  has  not 
been  taken.  I  am  opposed  to  this  communication 
going  to  the  Judiciary  Comnoittee,  because  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  judicial  question.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  referring  it  to  that  committee,  and 
to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  am  not  tenacious  about  it 
at  all;  but  as  the  communication  contemplates  an 
amendment  to  the  general  law  upon  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  I  think  it  ought  to  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  But  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  CaUfornia  feels,  on  behalf  of  his  State, 
a  special  interest  in  the  matter,  I  have  no  objection 


to  concur  with  his  motion.  It  strikes  me,  aAer  all, 
however,  that  a  question  of  such  magnitude  is 
properly  referable  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  agreed  to. 

RESERVED  LAND  IN  IOWA- 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  AVliole,  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  city  of  Burling- 
ton, in  Iowa,  the  land  heretofore  reaerved  between 
that  city  and  the  Mississippi  river. 

It  proposes  to  grant  to  the  city  of  Burl iuj^ton,  in 
Iowa,  the  land  lK>rdering  on  tne  Mis8i8si])pi  in 
front  of  that  city,  reserved  imder  the  act  of  July 
2,  1836,  for  a  public  highway,  and  other  public 
uses,  togetlier  with  the  accretions  which  may  have 
been  formed  in  the  front  thereof,  to  be  disposed  of 
in  such  manner  us  the  corporate  authorities  of  that 
city  may  direct .  The  second  section  provides  that 
on  a  duly  authorized  application  a  patent  shall  be 
issued  for  the  land.  Tne  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  propose  to  amend  tlie  bill  by  striking  out 
the  second  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  tlie 
following: 

That  Uie  frant  made  by  Uiis  act  bIuUI  opraste  m  m  reliQ> 
quiHhincnt  only  of  the  right  of  the  United  States  in  and  to 
•aid  premincti,  and  Khali  In  no  nifuiner  mffi*ct  die  risht*  of 
third  p«rions  therein,  or  to  the  use  tliereof,  but  ^all  b#  fub* 
ject  to  the  nune ;  and  on  application  by  ^  duly  autborixed 
ag rnt  of  tiie  corporate  autboritiea  of  said  city  to  the  Com- 
niisjiioner  of  the  General  Land  OlBcc,  a  patent  of  relinquish- 
ment, accordiof  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  issued 
therefor,  as  in  other 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  would  request  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  to  explain  the  object  of  that  bill  and 
the  quantity  of  land  it  proposes  on  our  part  to  re- 
linquish . 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  will  state  that  there 
is  not  a  single  alternate  section,  or  two  dollars  and 
a  half  clause  connected  with  this  bill.  It  simply 
provides  that  the  accretions  which  have  formed  in 
front  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  because  of  a  very 
large  bend  in  the  river  at  tlmt  place,  shall  be  grant- 
ed to  the  city.  The  lands  reserved  in  front  of  the 
city,  which  are  spoken  of  in  the  bill,  were  those 
laid  off  and  reserved  for  public  uses  when  the  town 
was  laid  out  in  1836.  There  is  a  very  large  bend 
in  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  the  city.  There 
is  a  public  improvement  going  on  there,  and  the 
city,  by  certain  works  which  it  will  prosecute, 
will  run  the  landing  very  much  beyond  where  it 
now  is,  by  grading  and(  eveling  the  hills  back  and 
throwing  the  dirt  in  front.  The  city  is  to  take 
care  of  the  land,  and  the  bill  simply  grants  the 
lands  which  it  may  thus  reclaim  on  tlie  bend  of 
the  river.  ^ 

The  bill  was  reportecT  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  Senator  failed  to  answer 
one  question  which  I  propounded — the  quantity 
of  land  which  will  be  granted  under  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  DODGE.  1  am  unable  to  answer  the 
question.  I  would  state  that  the  bend  is  perhaps 
half  a  mile  long.  It  is,  however,  immaterial  to 
this  Government,  for  the  Government  laid  off  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  gave  the  whole  of  it 
for  public  uses,  sucli  as  meucuig  wharves,  &c. 
The  objects  of  the  Government  are  in  no  way  con- 
cerned by  the  bill.  1  do  not  know  how  far  the 
landing  may  be  extended  out  by  the  improvement, 
nor  how  muclt  land  will  be  granted  by  this  bill. 
I  understand,  from  a  constituent  and  fhend,  who 
lives  there  and  knows  all  about  it,  that  it  is  to  be 
extended  eighty  feet. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

CHARLES  A.  GRIGNON. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  A. 
Grignon,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received  by  Mr.  Forket,  its  Clerk,  announ- 
cing that  it  had  directed  a  message  to  be  sent  to  the 
Senate,  requesting  that  a  copy  be  furnished  it  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  establish  certain  post 
routes,  the  said  resolution  having  been  lost  or  mis* 
laid  since  its  reference  to  the  Committee  op  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  House. 
RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  moved  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  tlie  bill  granting 
the  right  of  way  and  making  a  gi-ant  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
certain  raikoads  in  said  State. 
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Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
will  allow  the  bill  to  establish  a  navy-yard  in  San 
Francisco  to  be  taken  up.  I  wish  to  make  some 
remarks  in  reply  to  what  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania said  on  Friday.  I  was  then  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  the  bill,  and  it  was,  on  my  motion, 
postponed  to  this  day. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  My  honorable  friend 
will  recollect  that  he  himself  agreed,  on  Friday, 
when  that  bill  was  taken  up,  that  it  should  not 
consume  more  than  an  hour  or  two. 

Mr.  GWIN.    On  that  day. 

Mr.  JONES.  He  said  he  had  no  disposition  to 
debate  it  himself,  and  that  there  would  not  be  much 
debate  upon  it;  but  it  is  evident  that  it  is  to  lead  to 
very  considerable  debate.  It  was  then  a^eed  that 
this  day  should  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  which  I  have  mentioned.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  has  had  the  floor 
upon  it  for  some  time.  He  commenced  his  speech , 
spoke  for  a  few  momenta,  and  was  compelled  to 
postpone  his  remarke  for  other  matters  of  minor 
importance.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  now  take  up 
that  bill,  that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  may 
proceed  with  his  speech.  I  think  the  bill  can  be 
disposed  of  to-day,  or  at  all  events  to-morrow  or 
next  day;  and  then  I  shall  be  very  willing  to  as- 
sist the  senatoi;,from  California  in  having  his  bill 
taken  up  and  a«'ted  upon. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  California,  that  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  would  be  better  to  let  our  friend  from  Iowa 
have  his  bill  considered  this  morning.  He  has 
had  exceedingly  bad  luck  with  it  heretofore.  The 
bill  to  which  the  Senator  from  California  refers, 
will  undoubtedly  produce  some  discussion.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  take  up  this  bill  and 
ret  through  with  it,  and  then  we  can  take  up  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  GWIN.   If  I  thought  there  was  the  sli^^htest 

Crospect  of  settling  the  question  involved  m  the 
ill  of  the  Senator  from  lowa  within  a  month,  I 
would  not  oppose  his  motion;  but  I  am  perfectly 
confident  that  that  bill  will  not  be  passea  by  this 
body  within  a  month.  The  c|uestion  involved  in 
the  oill  which  I  propose  to  bring  up,  is  a  local  one, 
and  can  soon  be  decided;  but  a  dozen  States  are 
interested  in  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  and 
the  whole  policy  of  granting  donations  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvements  is  debated 
upon  this  bill.  If  I  thought  it  would  be  passed 
within  a  month,  I  should  not  interpose  any  objec- 
tion. As  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  is  the 
first  on  the  Calendar,  I  do  not  wish  to  put  it  out  of 
its  order,  but  1  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity 
for  the  consideration  ofhay  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jokes  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  some  days  ago.  His  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  HUNTER  was  next  recognized  by  the 
Chair;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  had  ar- 
rived, and  on  his  motion 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

^ 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Fthrwir^  16,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ro.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  STUART.  With  the  permission  of  the 
^ntleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Nabcrs,]  who 
IS  entitled  to  the  floor,  I  would  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Hmne  to  make  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

The  SPEAKER.  Last  Monday,  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Nabers]  was  upon 
the  floor,  in  the  act  of  asking  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  certain  resolutions, 
but  was  deprived  of  it  by  a  question  of  privilege 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  House;  but  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  not  rising  to-day,  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution 
as  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Territories: 

^^RtiolvtA.  That  the  third  week  in  April  next,  or  as 
mnrh  thereofas  may  be  necessary  fbr  that  purpose,  be  set 
apart  for  the  connideraUon  of  territorial  bosinena.  and  tliat 
during  that  time  tueh  buaineM  shall  take  pfeceaence  and 
ke  regarded  as  the  special  order." 


Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  third  week  in  April,  and  insert  the  first 
week. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  would  have  to  be  suspended 
before  a  special  order  could  be  made.  Leave  has 
been  granted  for  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  suppose  that  it  is  under- 
stood that  all  the  rules  are  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  if  there  is  objection,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair.  What  motion  did  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  submit? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  My  motion  was  to  strike 
out  **  the  third  week,  "and  insert"  the  first  week;*' 
but  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  SibletI 
urges  me  not  to  make  the  motion,  and  therefore  I 
shall  not  do  it.  I  was  afraid  that  if  postponed  to 
the  third  week  in  April,  the  territorial  ousiness 
would  be  entirely  neglected. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  submit  all  the 
propositions  in  relation  to  the  Territories  before 
the  time  designated  in  the  resolution.  The  reso- 
lution was  oflfered  by  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  PROSPER  M.  WETMORE. 

Mr.  ORR,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 

the  following  resolution;  which  was   considered 

and  agreed  to: 

Aesofrril,  That  the  President  be  rcquented  to  inform  this 
House  whether  the  accounts  of  Prosper  M .  Wetmore,  late 
Navy  axent  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  adjusted,  show  any 
defalcation  on  his  part,  and  if  so,  when  such  defalcation 
was  discovered,  and  the  amount  thereof;  whether  any,  and 
if  so  whnt,  stepii  have  been  taken  to  collect  the  amount 
which  said  Wetmore  failed  to  pay  over,  and  when  proceed- 
ings were  commenced,  if  at  all,  to  collect  said  amount. 
Also,  whether  any  compromise  was  at  any  time  made  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Solicitor  thereof 
and  said  Wetmore,  or  any  arranirement  entered  into  respect- 
ing such  alleged  defalcation,  and  if  so,  what  was  such  com- 
promise or  arrangement,  and  whether  the  tame  has  been 
complied  with. 

MILEAGE  OF  DELEGATE  FROM  OREGON. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Mileage.  I  will  state  to  the  House, 
that  it  has  been  understood  that  the  mileage  com- 
pensation of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  has  been 
regulated  by  the  law  of  1818,  but  the  committee 
discover  that  the  law  organizing  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  that  Territory  limits  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  delepte  to  f3,500.  The  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  repeal  the  clause  containing  that  limita- 
tion. It  is  the  only  limitation  upon  the  mileage 
of  any  delepte  or  member,  and  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  the  introduction  or  the  bill. 

There  being  no  objection, 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Mileage,  then  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  mile- 
age of  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  upon 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  should  like 
to  hear  read  that  provision  of  the  law  which  it  is 
proposed  to  repeal.  Has  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana got  it  here  ? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  No,  I  have  not  got  the 
provision  here,  but  it  is  exceedingly  brief.  It 
reads,  I  think,  "Provided,  the  mileage  of  said 
Delegate  shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.** 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  think  that  a  good  limita- 
tion, and  I  am  against  its  repeal. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  ask  that  the  report  of 
the  Committee  may  be  read.  It  will  perhaps  re- 
move any  objection  there  may  be  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Mileage  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  mileage  compensation  of  the  Delegate  fh>m  Oregon, 
and  find : 

That  by  the  law  establishing  the  territorial  tovemment 
of  Oregon,  the  milease  compensation  of  said  Delegate  is 
limited  to  ^,500.  The  committee  believe,  that,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  it  was  understood  that  said  limitation 
was  not  then  in  force,  as  the  Delegate  from  said  Territory 
waa  allowed,  and  did  receive,  Buileage  above  that  amoaot, 


but  by  what  authority  the  oommiuee  are  aotaUt  lo  kam. 
Similar  proviKinns  are  found  in  the  laws  ntaMiibing  the 
territorial  governments  of  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  bat 
they  are  inoperative,  as  the  mileage  of  the  Delt^tp*  (hi«i 
said  Territories  does  not  amount  to  that  sum  oiidcr  ibe  Itv 
of  1818,  which  regulat^the  pay  and  mileage  of  menben 
of  Congress  and  Delegates  from  Territories,    At  the  i«coi4 
session  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  the  mileage  of  tbf  IMn 
gate  from  Oregon  was  regulated  l^  the  provuion  of  thtUv 
above  quoted.    But  at  rae  first  sessioD  of  ibe  Tbirty-6nt 
Congress,  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  aod  of 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  CaHfomia,  wanrvfiu. 
lated  by  an  act  passed  Kt  that  session,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  pay  and  mile* 
age  or  members  of  Congress  lor  Uie  iireseat  scasioD,*'  a^ 
proved  September  90th,  1850.    But  that  statute  oaly  opc^ 
ated  during  the  session  of  Congress  at  which  it  waa  |nmM, 
and  after  that  left  the  compensation  of  the  Senaton  aajl 
Representatives  from  California  to  be  regulated  by  iba  lav 
of  1818,  and  that  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  to  be  rce«. 
lated  by  the   law  organiziag  the  terriloiuJ  goveraoKiit 
above-mentioned. 

<*  Since  the  enactment  of  the  law  regulating  tbe  e««npin>. 
sation  of  members  of  Congress  and  Delegates  Oorn  Trmi»- 
ries,  in  1818^  exceptions  to  tbe  role  of  compessaiion,  pr«. 
scribed  in  said  statute,  have  been  made  only  in  two  initanrft. 
One  was  the  law  above-mentioned,  which  limited  the  milf^ 
age  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  ftom  CalifDnia, 
and  the  Delegate  fh)m  Oregon,  for  one  seaaion ;  and  tte 
other  is  the  law  above-mentioned,  which  limits  tfie  mikafe 
compensation  of  the  Delegate  firom  Oregon  lo  fS,SOO. 

"  The  honorable  Delegate  (him  Oregon  is  the  only  |esfle> 
man,  representing  a  State  or  Territory,  in  either  bnuicb  </ 
CongrcJM,  whoee  compensation  is  thus  limited.  Aod  be 
committee,  though  of  the  opinion  that  the  Uwof  leiSoofbt 
to  be  amended,  and  perhaps  a  fixed  limit  established  id  hk 
mileage  compensation,  think  that  while  that  law  rrmaiai, 
no  discrimination,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Delegate  froa 
Oregon,  nnghtto  be  made;  but  that  his  coropeasatloii  aboold 
be  regulated  by  tbe  same  law  that  regulates  the  conpea*- 
tion  of  other  Representatives  of  States  aod  Tenitorlet  ia 
Congress.  The  committee  therefore  report  a  bOl,  repeabag 
that  part  of  Uie  law  establishing  the  territorial  |ovenD^ 
of  Oregon  which  limits  the  compensation  of  laid  Ddegav, 
as  aforesaid." 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  would  ask  the  ch«i^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Mileage  whether  tba 
general  law — I  think  the  law  of  ISlS—doei  not 
provide  that  in  no  instance  shall  the  mileage  ex- 
ceed the  per  diem  ? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  No;  I  think  it  makes  do 
such  limi^tion. 

Mr.  m)ODWARD.  My  impression  is  that  it 
does. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  am  very  positire  that 
it  does  not. 

Mr.  FITCH .  Tliere  is  a  provision  of  that  kind 
in  the  law;  but  thaTprovision  has  been  evaded  by 
Congress  ever  since  its  adoption.  We  ought  not, 
in  justice,  to  adopt  any  limitation  that  will  operate 
upon  one  delegate  or  member  on  this  floor  and  not 
upon  others.  There  is  a  provision  in  tbe  law  or- 
ganizing the  Territory  or  Oregon,  that  the  Dd^ 
gate  from  that  Territory  shall  not  receive  mileage 
exceeding  $2,500.  After  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia, there  being  no  law  applicable  to  the  Reorc- 
sentatives  of  that  State,  they  of  course  drew  their 
mileage  under  the  general  law  of  1818,  and  they 
consequently  draw  much  more  mileage  than  tie 
Delegate  from  Oregon  can  do,  in  consequence  of 
the  special  law  applicable  to  him.  The  object  of 
the  committee,  I  suppose,  is  to  put  them  all  on  the 
same  footing,  by  repealing  the  special  law  in  re- 
lation to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  and  pemiitung 
him  to  draw  what  he  would  draw  under  the  gen- 
eral law. 

The  general  law  is  defective,  but  we  ought  not 
to  remedy  the  defects  of  that  law  at  the  «^P«"*f 
of  one  delegate  or  representative  only.  WethouU 
make  it  operative  alike  upon  all.  .  ,  ^ 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  am  in  favor  of  thii  biB 
for  the  very  reason  stated  by  the  gendeman  from 
Indiana.  I  am  for  limiting  all  mileage  by  theaaroe 
law,  and  if  there  exists  a  provision  m  the  pnwal 
law  applicable  to  all  members,  the  special  law  «» 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  wish  to  ask  a  quesuon  of 
:  the  chairman  of  the  CommiUee  on  Mileage.  A 
bill  has  been  introduced  and  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee which  proposes  to  reform  and  regulate  tiie 
mileage  of  all  the  members;  I  wish  to  wom 
whether  the  committee  have  taken  up  that  bill^ 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Yes.  It  has  been  under 
consideration  before  the  committee. 

Mr.FOWLER.  I  wish,  then,  to  inquire  whtther 

the  committee  propose  action  upon  **^^JM[ 
whether  they  propose  that  this  shall  soptn«» 
action  on  thg^bill?  ...^ 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Of  course  the  «>«»««« 
will  report  back  the  bUl  referred  to  them,  wnai 
report  they  wUl  make,  I  am  not  prepared  to  lajr* 
as  the  committee  have  not  yet  decided. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  do  not  desire  to  know  Aow 
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they  will  report;  I  merely  desired  to  know  whether 
they  intend  to  take  action  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  will  state  further  to  the 
^ntleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  this  bill  has 
nothlngwhatever  to  do  with  that  one. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
bill  now  before  the  House;  but  it  occurred  to  me 
that  if  the  whole  subject  of  mileage  was  to  come 
before  us  on  the  bill  which  has  been  referred  to 
the  committee,  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to 
defer  action  on  this  bill  until  we  take  up  tne  whole 
subject.  I  have,  however,  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  I  think,  witli  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  that  there  should  be  no  discrimina- 
tion made  between  members  on  this  floor,  but  that 
the  whole  subject  should  be  examined.  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  there  should  be  a  thorough  system 
of  reform. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  find  that 
there  has  been  no  difference  of  opinion  expressed 
in  this  House  as  to  the  merits  or  the  proposition 
now  before  us.  Every  gentleman  whohas  spoken 
on  the  subject  seems  to  consider  that  the  provision 
vhich  this  bill  is  intended  to  repeal  makes  an  in- 
vidious and  uniust  distinction,  operatinfi;  against 
only  one  member  of  this  House;  and  there  is  a 
disposition— judging  from  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made — to  place  that  member  upon  a  footing 
with  the  residue  of  the  members,  and  to  give  him 
the  same  rights  under  the  same  law  which  governs 
the  rights  of  all  of  us.  I  cannot  see  any  necessity 
for  gomg  on  with  debate  upon  a  proposition  that 
seems  to  be  so  unanimously  agreed  upon,  and  I 
therefore  ask  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  We  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  express  our  opposition  yet. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansas  to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  enable  me  to  ^ve  i#i  illustration 
of  the  want  of  unanimity  in  this  body  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  feel,  in  common  with  the 
other  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House, 
and  in  common  with  the  sentiments  of  the  report 
which  has  been  read,  the  injustice  of  making  a 
distinction  between  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  and 
the  other  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  are  in 
possession  of  the  long  miles.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  injustice  that  the  Delegate  from  the  remotest 
rerritory  should  be  held  down  to  a  restriction 
which  is  overrun  by  those  who  live  between  him 
ind  the  Capitol.  But  is  this  the  remedy?  I  do 
not  learn  from  the  report,  or  from  the  argument  of 
those  who  would  sustain  it,  that  $2,500  is  not  an 
adequate  mileage  from  here  to  Oregon.  Itis  not  a 
question  of  justice  between  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
5^on  and  the  Government,  but  a  question  of  com- 
Mirative  merit  between  him  and  other  gentlemen 
rho  receive  more  mileage  and  are  located  nearer 
:o  the  Capitol.  I  am  in  favor  of  reducing  it  to 
equality,  but  not  in  this  way.  The  proposition 
coming  from  the  Committee  on  Mileage  proposes, 
instead  of  d9ing  what  the  public  have  long  called 
for,  and  what  the  sense  of  this  House  has  often 
expressed  a  wish  to  see  done — ^instead  of  bringing 
down  this  question  of  mileage  to  a  question  of 
merit,  and  reducing  the  members  upon  this  floor 
to  an  equality  of  compensation,  it  proposes  to  take 
the  very  extreme  of  injustice,  and  advance  the 
salary  paid  to  that  Delegate. 

Now,  I  object  to  that.  It  is  a  poor  nostrum,  it 
appears  to  me,  to  remove  the  eviaent  inequality  in 
the  pay  of  members  here.  The  man  who  comes 
here  from  California  is  paid  $2,500,  or  $4,000. 
Kia  passage  costs  him  A300.  He  consumes  upon 
the  way  three  weeks  of  time,  if  you  please,  more 
or  less.  Perhaps  he  does  not  return  at  all.  He 
may,  or  may  not,  at  his  pleasure,  but  it  is  to  be 
presumed  he  will,  when  he  can. 

fiut  I  would  like  to  know  where  is  the  justice  of 
paying  one  Representative  from  a  distant  portion 
of  the  Republic  $6,000  for  performing  this  three 
"Weeks'  tnp — a  large  portion  of  which  might  be  a 
pleasure  trip  to  most  of  us — while  the  man  resi- 
ding within  three  hundred  miles  of  the  Capitol  is 
wceivii^  nothing?  No,  sir;  I  hope  that  the  bill 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Mileage  will  be 
feferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
>tftie  of  the  Union,  and  that  when  it  comes  out  of 
*hat  committee  it  will  provide  for  the  equalization 
yf  the  remuneration  of  members  upon  this  floor, 
't  is  time  that  the  distinction — which  has  been 
<^tenU6d  by  steam  and  railroad  conveyances— 


this  distinction  between  the  pay  of  one  member 
upon  this  floor  and  another,  should  be  ended;  and 
instead  of  running  into  this  extremity  of  enlarging^ 
the  pay  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  we  had  het- 
ter  begin  at  the  other  end,  and  go  to  shortening  it. 
I  will  remark  that  this  view  of  the  subject  ac- 
knowledges the  grossest  imustice.  It  says  to  the 
Del«?ate  from  Oregon,  You  shall  receive  but 
$2,5^,  although  many  of  the  members  of  Congress 
who  come  from  a  much  shorter  distance  receive 
twice  that  amount.  I  go  for  an  equality  to  all. 
But  if  you  want  to  extend  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers, you  must  bring  the  short-enders  up,  and  not 
reduce  the  long-enders  down.  Let  us  have  an 
equality  in  the  matter.    That  is  all  I  want. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  It  is  not  with  reference  to  this 
special  case  that  I  rise  to  make  a  suggestion  at  this 
time.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  speaks  of 
the  unanimity  which  exists  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter amons  the  members  upon  this  floor.  Now,  I 
apprehend  that  unanimity  will  be  found  to  be  not 
in  accordance  with  the  position  of  that  gentleman 
upon  this  question  of  mileage.  At  every  session, 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  the  House  have 
attempted  to  reduce  and  emialize  the  mileage  of 
members.  We  have  adopted  propositions  to  that 
effect  with  great  unanimity — the  opposition  scarce- 
ly exceeding  fifty  votes — but  they  have  been  de- 
feated by  the  Senate.  When  the  territorial  bill  for 
Oregon  was  under  consideration  before  the  House, 
$2,500  was  considered  a  just  maximum.  It  was 
so  considered  for  the  reason  that  all  above  the 
amount  necessary  to  pay  expenses  becomes  sala- 
ry. Twenty-five  hundred  dollars  is  sufficient  to  pay 
aJl  expenses  of  traveling^  and  then  leave  a  salary 
above  the  average  of  the  House.  If  you  want  to 
pay  a  salary  in  this  manner,  why  pay  it  to  every- 
body; it  is  very  easy  to  get  at  it.  There  is  no 
difliculty  in  it  at  all.  One  of  the  reasons  urged 
for  this  discrimination  is,  that  members  from  oe- 
yond  the  Rocky  Mountains  cannot  go  home  during 
the  session,  or  even  in  the  recess,  and  thereby  lose 
their  business.  This  is  true  to  some  extent  as  to 
every  part  of  the  country;  at  least  results  in  loss 
of  business  at  home.  And  the  inconvenience  of 
not  being  able  to  go  home  in  recess  is  equally  true 
in  reference  to  some  other  portions  of  the  country. 
I  think  the  member  from  Texas  [Mr.  Howard] 
found  it  extremely  inconvenient  to  return— espe- 
cially to  attend  to  any  matters  of  business— during 
the  last  short  recess  of  sixty  days;  and  I  presume 
other  gentlemen  from  the  remote  portions  of  the 
country  found  it  equally  inconvenient.  Therefore 
I  say  tiiat  we  ought  not  to  establish  this  principle 
in  the  manner  which  this  bill  proposes.  If  we  are 
to  establish  it  at  all,  the  Committee  on  Mileage 
ought  to  introduce  a  bill  putting  all  the  members 
upsn  the  same  footing  with  the  gentleman  from 
Oregon,  and  not  to  put  the  gentleman  from  Ore- 

fon  upon  a  footing  with  the  most  favored  mem- 
ers  of  this  House.  Gentlemen  say  that  inasmuch 
as  some  persons  are  entitled  to  a  very  large  amount 
as  mileage,  and  this  case  is  an  exception,  that  we 
will  take  off  the  exception  and  pay  him  a  larger 
compensation  than  is  paid  to  any  one  here.  Why, 
that  is  but  increasing  the  difficulty.  It  is  increas- 
ing this  inequality.  Gentlemen  ought  to  address 
themselves  rather  to  removing  this  injustice  by 
equalizing  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  The  House  has  shown  a  disposition 
very  fully  and  frankly,  and  with  singular  unanim- 
ity, for  the  last  four  years,  to  bring  about  this 
equality,  and  the  reason  why  they  have  not  ac- 
complished the  object  has  been  on  account  of  diffi- 
culties in  the  other  branch  of  the  Capitol.  I  think 
every  gentleman  will  concur  with  me  in  saying 
that  It  is  not  just  for  a  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House  to  draw  $5,000  per  year,  independent 
of  their  per  diem,  and  others  but  $50.  It  is  un- 
just, and  ought  to  be  remedied.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  this  bill  will  not  pass;  but  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mileage  intend  to  act,  they  will  act  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  put  the  whole  question  of 
mileage  upon  some  equitable  principle;  then  I  will 
cooperate  with  them. 

Mr.  EVANS.    Is  an  amendment  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  then  desire  to  ofiTer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

And  that  the  Committee  oo  Mileage  be  directed  to  add  to- 
gether the  mileage  of  all  the  members  of  this  Huasie,  and 
to  divide  the  same  by  the  number  of  members ;  and  that  the 
Sergeant- at  Arms  be  directed  to  pay  to  each  member  his 
share  thereof,  as  so  ascertained. 

[Laughter.] 


Mr.  EVANS.  It  is  very  well  for  rentlemen  to 
laugh;  but  I  tell  them  that  the  members  of  this 
House  will  live  to  see  the  day  when  this  proposi- 
tion will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  genUe- 
man  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  one  moment  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  have  not  yet  commenoed  to 
speak. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  merely  want  to  ask  the 
gentleman  what  is  the  distance  which  he  travels  in 
coming  here  ? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  before 
I  sit  down. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  offering  this  amendment,  I  had 
no  reference  to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon.  I 
had  as  lief  that  worthy  and  respected  gentleman 
should  receive  the  largest  amount  of  mileage  as 
any  member  of  this  House;  but  there  has  been 
existing  in  this  House  for  years,  the  grossest  in- 
justice and  inequaUty  in  reierence  to  this  matter, 
which  ought  to  be  removed.  Now,  for  example, 
take  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bowik,]  from  the  district 
immediately  adjoining  this  city.  He  receives  no 
mileage  at  all;  yet  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  as 
far  as  his  talents  and  a  good  attendance  upon  the 
duties  of  this  House  is  concerned ,  he  is  not  ex- 
celled by  any  member  in  this  House.  Yet  there 
are  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  receive  $3,500 
mileage  for  coming  here  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1851,  and  $2,500  mileage  for  going  back; 
making  $5,000^  more  than  is  received  hy  my  col- 
league for  his  services.  Then  they  receive  $5,000 
mor^  for  the  next  session,  which  makes  $10,000 
in  the  year  that  is  received  by  certain  gentlemen 
upon  this  floor,  more  than  is  received  by  my  col- 
league from  the  district  adjoining  this  city. 

A  Membbr.    You  mea)»;f  10,000  for  a  Congress. 

Mr.  EVANS.  .No;  it  is  all  paid  in  the  space 
of  one  revolutioifi  of  this  globe  around  the  sun. 

A  McsrasR.    But  it  is  only  $5,000  a  session. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Very  well;  it  is  $5,000  per  ses- 
sion, and  it  makes  no  difference  whether  it  is 
$5,000  a  year  or  $10,000.  There  is  that  ine- 
quality existing.  At  the  short  session  there  is  the 
same  $5,000  additional  pay  for  three  months'  ser- 
vice. Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  distances  from 
the  seat  of  Government  to  justify  that  inequality. 

Thegentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  asks 
me  how  far  1  am  from  the  seat  of  Government  ? 
I  will  tell  him:  I  live  about  six  hours  distant  from 
here;  but  I  have  to  neglect  my  business  quite  as 
much  as  those  who  live  at  the  remote  parts  of  the 
Union.  I  am,  by  profession,  a  lawyer,  and  I  lose 
my  practice,  as  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  must. 
To  be  sure,  I  can  go  home  and  try  a  case,  but  I 
lose  the  opportunity  of  getting  new  cases  as  much 
as  gentlemen  who  come  from  a  thousand  miles  dis- 
tant. Then,  I  ask,  what  good  reason  is  there  for 
onegentlemsn  receiving  $5,000 compensation  more 
than  another?  It  is  a  gross  inequahty,  which 
ought  to  be  put  to  an  end. 

Thegentleman  from  Georgia,  sitting  before  me, 
[Mr.  Toombs,]  is  right  in  saying  that  this  subject 
has  before  been  investigated  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  this  House  has  taken  a 
firm  stand  in  relation  to  it;  and  but  for  its  defeat 
in  the  Senate,  we  would,  long  ago,  have  had  the 
inequality  corrected.  The  Committee  on  Mile- 
age comes  in  here  and  seeks  to  perpetuate  the 
evil — to  extend  the  wrong.  I  protest  against  it. 
I  hope  the  amendment  which  I  have  offered  wiU 
be  adopted,  with  a  quit  claim,  upon  my  part,  for 
my  share  of  the  money. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WEIGHTxMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. I  wish  to  inquire  whether  it  will  be  in  order 
for  any  one  interested  in  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evans]  to  vote 
upon  its  adoption  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  a  quesUon  for 
gentlemen  and  the  House  to  decide. 

Mr.  SCURRY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
desire  to  inquire  whether  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.EvANs]  was  to  refer 
Uie  bill,  with  instructions  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  move  to  reconmiit 
the  bill  with  instructions. 

Mr.  SCURRY.  According  to  my  understand- 
ing! the  gentlenum  had  moved  to  refer  the  bill, 
but  not  to  recommit  it  with  instructions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  in 
order  to  move  to  recommit  with  instructions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    I  desnre  to  amend  the 
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instructtoim  proposed  by  tbagt ntltman  from  Mary- 
land.   I  propose  the  fouowing  Rmeiidment: 

And  tliRt  the  Capitol  be  removed  lo  within  fifty  miles  of 
the  rc8id»Qce  of  each  and  every  nuunbtar  of  thi*  Uouiie,  as 
liuoQ  OM  convctiioot. 

Mr.  HALL.    Is  that  amendment  in  ord^r? 

The  SPEAKER.  Thfi  Chair  thinks  it  is  not  in 
onler. 

Mr.  HALL.  Then  1  will  propose  an  amend- 
tnent  to  the  instructions  offered  by  the  {gentleman 
from  Maryland. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  desire  to  know  if  I  was 
not  recognized  by  the  Chair  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  I ndiana 
was  r«coguiz4»d  by  the  Chair,  and  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  only  desire  to  offer  my  amend- 
ment.   I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  remarks. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  will  allow  the  gentleman 
lo  offer  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HALL.  1  proiwsc  the  following  amcnd- 
mrnt  to  the  instructions: 

Tliat  the  nioiubem  of  Congress  shall  hcreoltcr  receive, 
OS  their  coaipensation,  the  sum  of  $2,500  each,  and  tlieir 
actual  necessary  iraveliuff  "expenses,  from  t))eir  place  of 
residence  to  the  sent  of  Government  of  the  United  States 
fhr  each  session  of  Congress,  in  lieu  of  the  pay  and  mileage 
allowed  under  existing  laws. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  amend- 
ment is  not  in  order  until  the  proposition  to  re- 
commit is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  propose  to  say  a  few 
woj*ds  in  reference  to  the  propositioir  before  the 
House.  1  believe  I  am  cerrect  in  saving,  that 
whenever  a  proposition  has  come  up  before  us  for 
what  is  called  tlie  reform  of  this  mileage  business, 
I  have  voted  in  favor  of  it.  But  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  gentlemen  ought  not  to  commence 
this  reform  with  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
I  am  in  favor  of  eaualizing  tliis  mileage,  but  1  de- 
sii*e  to  show  that  the  only  way  you  can  possibly 
make  it  equal,  so  fur  as  the  members  of  the  present 
House  are  concerned,  is  to  pass  tlie  bill  now  be- 
fore the  House.  Some  time  aco  we  were  all  cate- 
chised by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mile- 
age, as  to  what  was  the  usually  traveled  route  from 
our  residences  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  as  to 
what  were  the  distances.  We  have,  I  suppose,  sev- 
erally made  answer,  and  thev  have  allowed  us 
mileage  according  to  the  law  of  1818,  and  we  have 
drawn  our  mileage.  Now,  I  ask  tlie  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  how  he  will  go  to 
work  to  make  the  equalization  of  which  he  speaks? 
Will  he  compel  the  members  to  pay  it  back  again  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  do  not  think  the  proposition 
will  apply  to  any  gentleman  for  the  present  session. 
The  appropriation  has  been  made,  and  the  propo- 
sition will  not  affect  the  present  members  of  the 
House  in  any  way. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  see  that  it  is  doing  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon  the  grossest  injustice,  by  making  this 
odious  distinction  against  him? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.    It  is  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  WeU,  I  know  it  is  the  law, 
but  I  ask  him  if  it  is  magnanimous;  if  it  is  gener- 
ous,^ on  his  part  to  ask  to  discriminate  asainst  one 
of  his  fellow  members  in  that  way  ?  I  know  that 
the  organic  law  of  Oregon  fixed  the  mileage  of  the 
Delegate  from  that  Territory  at  |^,500;  but  1  know 
also,  that  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  has  never 
heretofore  been  paid  that  sum,  he  1ms  always  been 
|3aid  more;  by  special  provision  in  the  appropria- 
tion bill  he  was  ulaced  upon  an  equality  with  the 
balance  of  us.  Now,  no  such  existing  law  is  upon 
the  statute-book,  because  it  was  but  a  temporary 
provision,  and  expired  with  the  appropriation  bill 
of  the  year.  It  now  falls  back  upon  the  organic 
law.  Mr.  Thurston  was  always  paid  more  thaM 
$2,500.  Here  are  the  Representatives  &om  Cali- 
fornia, who,  under  the  law  of  1818,  get  their  long 
mileage.  Here  is  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  who 
comes  several  hundred  miles  further,  that  gets  less 
than  half  the  amount  they  receive.  I  want  to  put 
this  Question  naked  to  this  House,  Will  members 
who  nave  drawn  their  long  mileage  and  pocketed 
it,  now  vote  that  their  brother  member  shall  not 
be  treated  as  liberally,  be  discriminated  against, 
who  receives  less  than  one  half  the  sum  others 
have  received,  and  at  the  same  session  r  I  am  for 
reform,  but  let  the  general  bill  come  up  providing 
for  putting  us  all  upon  an  equality,  ana  tnen  I  will 
go  with  thegentlemanfromGeori^ui,[MnTooMB8;] 
but  I  will  not  vote  to  discriininate  against  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  as  will  be  the  case  if  I 
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vote  against  this  bill  as  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee, ft  is  a  very  good  way  for  Buncombe  to  throw 
these  amendments  in  this  way,  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing;  the  bill  and  defeating  it.  Let  us 
have  a  naked  vote  upon  the  naked  bill  as  reported 
from  the  committee,  and  see  what  the  sense  of  the 
House  is  upon  that  subiect. 

It  will  be  time  enougn  hereafter  to  adjust  this 
matter  as  to  the  manner  it  shall  operate  upon  the 
House  in  future.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  TooMSsl  admits  that  we  cannot  go  back, 
we  cannot  moke  a  retroactive  law;  and  unless  this 
bill  passes,  therefore  the  Delegate  from  Oregon 
must  suffer  under  an  odious  and  ungenerous  dis- 
crimination. 

Now  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  argue  Uie 
question  as  to  whether  |2,500  is  compensation 
enough  for  a  man  who  comes  from  Oregon.  But 
I  will  simply  state,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  enough. 
I  believe  that  these  who  come  from  the  Pacific 
here,  have  to  spend  more  money,  in  proportion, 
in  coming  to  Washington,  tlian  any  other  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  come  whence  they  may. 

It  is  an  expensive,  and  a  long  and  a  dangerous 
trip,  and  moreover  it  cannot  be  performed  between 
the  long  and  theshortsessions,and  members  from 
tiiat  section  <ire  obliged  to  come  here  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  Congress  and  remain  here  uatil 
the  end  of  it.  An  overland  journey  takes  from 
four  to  six  mouths. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks upon  this  question.  I  wish  to  say  that  1 
will  join,  at  any  time,  the  membera  of  ibis  or  any 
otlier  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  a  law 
on  this  suuject,  which  shall  operate  equally  upon 
all  the  members  of  this  House.  But,sii*,  1  should 
do  something  besides  making  an  equaUty  of  pay. 
Those  of  us  who  have  hod  a  little  experience  here, 
know  full  well  that  there  are  some  members  of 
this  House  who  make  more  than  one  tliousand 
dollars,  upon  certain  occasions,  m  their  business  at 
home,  and  draw  their  per  diem  all  the  time  they 
are  making  it. 

Mr.  CARTTER,  (interrupting.)  To  what 
portion  of  the  House  will  those  remarks  apply? 

Mr.  STUART.  In  regard  to  that  mquiry, 
I  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  it  is 
of  no  importance  to  what  portion  of  the  members 
they  apply.  If  we  are  going  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of^equality,  let  us  do  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

[Here  a  messafi^e  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  the  hands  of  Millard 
P.  Fillmore,  his  Private  Secretary.] 

Mr.  STUART,  (resuming.)  There  have  been 
many  cases  where  a  man  has  not  spent  one  month 
here,  during  an  entire  long  session  of  Congress, 
and  yet  has  drawn  his  per  diem  for  the  whole  ses- 
sion. Now,  is  this  equality  ?  Do  gentlemen  |uip- 
pose  that  this  Question  of  equality  can  be  reached 
in  a  minute  ?  When  you  have  reduced  the  mileage 
of  each  member  to  an  equality,  have  we  settled 
all  ?  No  such  thing.  It  is  necessary  to  call  the 
roll  here,  and  also  to  deduct  the  per  diem  for  ab- 
sence, before  you  will  come  near  to  an  equality. 
Now,  it  is  known  to  everybody,  that  gentlemen 
who  reside  in  the  States  near  this  Capitol,  go 
home,  visit  there,  and  return  at  their  pleasure. 
But  does  their  pay  stop  durine  the  time  ?  If  a  man 
is  unwell,  and  goes  home,  and  remains  there  until 
his  convenience  makes  it  proper  for  him  to  return, 
is  his  pay  suspended?  But  suppose  a  man  has 
the  privilege,  merely,  of  going  home:  then  I  would 
like  to  ask  any  gentleman  who  has  a  family,  and 
children,  how  much  he  would  give,  as  a  matter  of 
bargain,  for  the  privilege  of  going  home  to  visit 
them  once  a  month,  or  once  a  week,  or  once  in 
three  months  ? 

Mr.  AVERETT,  (intcrruptinff.)  In  order  to 
show  the  inequality  of  this  mueage  system,  I 
would  say  that  there  are  members  upon  this  door 
receiving  f^200,  or  even  as  low  as  $150  mileage, 
who  find  more  difficulty  in  visiting  their  wives 
and  children,  and  who  do  it  less  frequently,  than 
others  who  are  receiving  from  |800  to  $1000 
mileage. 

Mr.  STUART,  (resuming.)  All  that  goes  to 
show  the  difiiculty  that  exists  in  reducing  this 
matter  of  milage  to  an  equality;  and  the  only  ob- 
ject I  had  in  view,  in  offering  my  remarks,  wus  to 
show  to'the  House,  in  a  few  words,  if  I  could,  the 
impossibility  of  reaching  that  system  of  equality 
which  all  talk  so  much  about,  and  which  all  desire 
so  much. 

But,  sir,  what  is  the  proposition  here?    It  is 
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simply  to  place  the  Del^jatc  from  Ofe»)n  upon  the 
same  basis  which  every  other  gentfemon  in  the 
House  stands  upon ,  unul  this  day  of  millennium  'm, 
arrived  at.  When  we  commence  tlie  general  sys- 
tem  of  reform  in  regard  to  the  mileage,  this  paiiic- 
ular  case  will  be  comprehended  in  whatever  syiietii 
may  be  adopted.  All  tliat  the  commiuec  now  ask 
is,  to  place  tlie  Delegate  from  Oregon  upon  precisely 
the  same  basis  occupied  by  every  other  gentleman 
here,  until  that  object — which  seemu  so  easily  to  Ix 
accomplished  by  gentlemen,  but  which  I  think  wiii 
be  found  a  most  difllcult  one,  when  they  get  at  it 
— shall  be  finally  accomplished. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  iateod  to 
move,  before  I  sit  down,  to  refer  this  bill  to  ihf 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of  the 
Union.  The  remarks  I  wisli  to  make  refieet  not 
in  the  least  degree  upon  the  honorable  member 
from  California,  or  upon  the  committee  that  re- 
ported this  bill.  I  desire  to  say  to  thisHous(, 
that  1  have  long  since  despairM  of  ever  rem^ 
djring  this  evil  here;  but  I  shall  not  be  deterred 
from  expressing  my  opinion  and  sentiments  frank- 
ly upon  the  suojec^,  although  gentlemen  raa^  talk 
about  Buncombe.  Now,  sir,  at  the  time  thu  ter- 
ritorial government  was  organized  overOn^n, 
this  House  solemnly  legislated  in  relation  to  tkis 
matter  of  mileage,  and  it  was  placed  at  the  sum  of 
|2,500  for  the  Delegate  from  that  Territory.  1 
have  seen  no  reason  for  changing  my  opinioa  m 
relation  to  that  matter,  and  1  do  not  intend  to 
change  it  in  the  vote  I  may  give  upon  this  bill.  I 
intend,  when  this  subject  comes  up  in  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  move  to  fix  the 
mileage  of  the  members  of  the  House  at  a  specii- 
sum.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  going  beyond  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  mileage,  lo  any  member  of  thi« 
House,  and  fixing  that  as  the  maximum, and  |500 
as  the  minimum — making  it  uniibrm.  That  sua 
is  sufficient.  I  move  to  refer  this  bill,  with  Us 
amendments,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  upon  tliat  I  call  (he 
previous  question. 

Mr.  ALLISON.  I  would  ask  tlie  gentiemon 
from  Ohio,  fMr.  Swektskr,]  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion until  t  can  offer  an  amendment,  which  I 
think  will  meet  with  his  approbation. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.    Will  you  renew  it? 

Mr.  ALLISON.    I  will. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  Then  I  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Allison  was  ihta 
read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Thai  ill  computing  the  mileage  of  nietnb«n?  of  (k 
Senate  and  nienibers  of  the  Hoane  of  Kepreaentuivw.  ^ 
same  shall  be  computed  by  the  most  direct  snd  >t>^|*f 
mail  route,  or  by  the  shortect  practicable  umveled  mm, 
from  the  resddeoce  of  each  Senator  and  mcnbe-  flf  ite 
House  of  fiepresentativeii  to  the  seat  of  OoTAraniciri. 

Mr.  ALLISON.     I  offer  this  amendmeDt,  Mr 
Speaker,  because  if  such  a  resolution  were  adopt- 
ea,  it  would  relieve  members  of  this  House  teji 
much,  when  they  are  called  upon  to  furnish  i« 
Committee  on  Mileage  with  the  distances  of  thar 
residences  from  the  seat  of  Government.    Now, 
sir,  you  are  aware,  and  if  you  are  hot  you  haie 
but  to  consult  the  Committee  on  Mileage  to  lnio« 
it,  that  there  are  ^verat   routes  from  the  res* 
dences  of  each  of  the  members  of  tliis  House  u» 
the  seat  of  Government,  dnd  it  sometinies  einw'- 
rasses  the  members  of  tliat  committee  in  coropo* 
ting  the  mileage  of  members;  and  it  embarraw" 
not  only  the   committee  but  members  ot  ^ 
House.    By  that  amendment  I  propose  that  iw 
mileage  shall  be  computed  by  the  shortert  mau 
route,  or  by  the  shortest  traveled  route,    ivov, » 
do  not  believe  the  spirit  of  the  law  will,  altbou^ 
the  lan^age  of  it  may,  justify  ihembers  ^^^ 
lating  their  mileage  by  a  circuitous  route.   J  do  wj 
believe  the  spirit  of  the  law  recognistes  or  couiw- 
nances  such  a  calculation,  although  its  letter  do«- 
1  believe  that  when  that  law  was  passed,  m«?*°''J 
of  Confess  had  to  reach  this  place  by  ^^^^^^ 
travel  altogether  more  difficult  than  *^ij[f!„ 
they  are  now  able  to  avail  themselves  ^vj^' 
many  of  them  had  to  come  here  ^n  hj»**^ 
and  I  do  not  know  but  some  of  than  had  wc? 
on  foot.    I  believe  it  was  intended  that  tae^ 
should  be  paid  a  per  diem  in  travehng.    Many  ^ 
them  coulu  not  travel  more  than  ^^^T.  ^cflfe 
day,  and  it  was  intended  thai  they  eho»"  'JrL 
eight  dollars  for  traveling  that  o^^^j^jto 
some  of  us  can  travel  two  or  ^^"^ '^^'^^ITirtfe}, 
a  day,  by  railroad,'  and  in  doing  *^'r^ ^e*- 
prolibly,  a  greater  distance  in  ont  dsy  "■" 
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bers  formerly  cordd  in  ten  or  fifteen  days.    I  do 
not  believe  that  the  law  contemplated  such  a  state 
of  things  at  all,  and  it  is  my  conviction,  that  the 
law  should  be  altered  so  that  members  be  paid  by 
the  shortest  practicable  route.    The  law  allows  us 
now  by  the  most  usually  traveled  route.    That  in 
mme  cases  is  not  the  shortest  by  any  means.     J 
would  not  impugn  the  motives  of  any  member  of 
the  House;  but  the  law  does  eive  to  members 
mileage  by  roads  that  are  indeed  almost  twice  as 
far  as  the  direct  road  to  and  from  their  places  of 
residence.    The  spirit  of  the  law  never  intended 
this;  and  we  should,  if  the  letter  of  the  law  gives 
it,  ao  modify  it  that  it  cannot  be  evaded.  Letgen- 
Oemen    travel  as    they    may,  by  the  direct,  or 
that  the  most  convenient  ana  comfortable  to  them- 
selves, but  let  them  not  charge  the  Government 
bjr  the  longest  and  most  comfortable  route.    If 
they  are  disposed  to  travel  a  circuitous  road  of 
seven  or  eight  hundred  miles  when  they  can  reach 
the  seat  of  Government  by  a  road  of  four  hundred 
miles,  let  them  not  charge  by  the  eight  hundred 
mile  route.    I  think  that  there  is  great  proprie- 
ty in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  so  as  to 
restrict  to  the  shortest  practicable  mail  or  traveled 
route.    It  will  relieve  the  committee.    You  did  me 
the  honor,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  placing  me  upon  that 
committee,  and  should  I  ever  t^  permitted  to 
meet  in  this  HalL  when  you  are  again  constitut- 
ing the  committees,  I  would  here  merely  give 
you  a  kind  hint  not  to  place  me  upon  that  com- 
mittee.     It  is  a  very  honorable  and  pleasant  place 
to  serve,  but  1  do  not  desire  to  serve  more  than 
one  sesaion  upon  it.    I  trust  we  may  now  have  in 
this  House  an  indication  of  their  disposition  upon 
this  subject.    The  committee  wish  to  treat  all  the 
meniliers  here  alike,  to  place  them  upon  an  equal- 
ity, and  to  give  all  that  the  law  allows;  and  yet  we 
find  r  by  conversing  with  friends,  that  there  exists 
a  desire  to  have  me  law  altered.    They  say  that 
its  language,  as  it  now  stands,  is  wrong;  therefore 
l«t  us  now  iiave  a  test.     I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
every  member  here  will  vote  for  such  an  altera- 
tion .     1   have  not  found  in  my  intercourse  with 
the  members,  any  who  are  opposed  to  it.     I  have 
oifered  this  amendment  to  ascertain  whether  the 
committee  shall  hereafter  be  pennitted  to  compute 
mileage  by  the  shortest  practicable  route  from  the 
residence  of  members  to  the  seat  of  Gt)vemment. 
I  wish  the  matter  tested.    I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous 
question  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  SWEETSER.  I  withdraw  it  uncondi- 
tionally. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  shall  detain  the  House 
but  a  very  few  minutes.    1  am  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  original  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee; 
&nd  it  seems  to  me  that  m  all  this  loose  and  irregu- 
lar expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  that 
that  bill  is  the  only  single  thin^  which  points  at  all 
towards  that  equality  and  justice  for  which  gentle- 
men pretend  to  contend.     It  is  a  singular  sort  of 
equality  which  would  pay  a  gentleman  who  trav- 
els from  here  to  Baltimore  forty  cents  a  mile  as 
his  traveling  expenses,  and  which  would  pay  a 
man  who  travels  from  Oregon  or  California  here 
the  sum  of  some  two  cents  and  a  half  per  mile. 
Everybody  who  knows  anything  of  the  road,  (and 
few  gentlemen  here  do  know  anything  about  the 
greater  portion  of  it,)  knows  that  the  ratio  of  dan- 
ger and  diMculty  and  expense  increases  infinitely 
with  each  mile  as  we  go  more  remote  from  the 
Capitol.    Let  any  gentleman  attempt  to  efl^t  a 
policy  of  insurance  upon  his  life  when  he  is  going 
from  Washington  city  to  California,  and  mark 
the  difiTerence  m  the  premium.    And  is  not  that  a 
matter  as  fairly  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  i 
[Mr.  £vAKS?l    If  a  man  exposes  his  life,  as  each 
man  who  maxes  this  trip  does  imminently,  in  not; 
that  fairly  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ?    Is  there 
any  equality  whatever  in  the  naked  principle  logi- 
cally and  simply  stated?    Is  there  any  principle 
upon  which  this  depends?  that  a  memoer  who 
tnivels  one  himdred  miles  is  to  ^et  forty  cents  a 
mile,  and  a  member  who  travels  three  or  four 
thousand  miles  is  to  get  two  and  a  half  cents  per 
mile,  when  the  member  who  travels  the  longest 
distance  has  to  pay  in  proportion  greater  for  ex- 
penses than  the  member  who  travds  the  shortest 
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distance?  Is  it  possible  for  any  question  to  be 
clearer?  It  is  obvious  gentlemen  cannot  in  this 
efllbrt  be  actuated  simply  by  a  desire  for  eauality. 
Gentlemen  talk  of  the  sacrifice  which  all  other, 
members  make  here— of  neglect  and  the  loss  of 
business.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
EvAKs]  says  that  he  is  a  lawyer.  I  am  a  lawyer 
also,  and  I  dare  say  have  received  more  in  a  sin- 
gle fee — more  for  a  single  two  hours*  discussion, 
than  that  gentlemen  ever  did  in  any  one  year — 
even  the  most  lucrative  year  of  his  practice. 
My  seat  upon  this  floor  costs  me  more.  I  make 
each  and  every  day  a  greater  sacrifice  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  my  orivate  and  personal  fortune  than 
any  man  in  this  House;  infinitely  more.  Mem- 
bers ought  to  bear  in  mind  these  collateral  facts. 
A  member  that  comes  back  from  California  is  en- 
titled, in  the  minds  of  the  House,  to  the  consider- 
ation of  another  fact,  that  he  not  only  has  to  come 
back  from  California,  but  that  he  had  to  go  there. 
I  know  that  I  myself  was  nine  months  in  making 
that  trip— nine  months  of  peril  and  of  danger.  I 
felt  when  1  started  that  1  nad  a  high  mission  to 
accomplish;  one  in  which  I  have  persisted  regu- 
larly, constantly,  and  perseveringly  ever  since. 
Other  men  did  not  choose  to  undertake  it.    Other 

f gentlemen  having  comfortable,  convenient,  easy, 
ucrative  situations  at  home  preferred  remaining 
there.  It  costs  some  gentlemen  nothing  to  come 
to  Congress.  It  costs  them  nothing  to  run  for 
Congress.  It  cost  me  a  year  of  my  life,  with 
many,  many  chances  of  losing  it  altogether.  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  the  House,  that  my  mileage,  great 
as  it  looks  to  a  man  in  the  States,  did  not  bring 
me  even  with  my  actual  expenditures  in  the  can- 
vass by  which  I  now  hold  this  seat  here.  I  was 
out  of  pocket  after  I  got  from  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  all  even  of  this  seemingly  extravagant  mile- 
age. Gentlemen  seem,  however,  to  forget  all  the 
facts  in  reference  to  California — even  that  her  mem- 
bers are  very  inadequately  compensated  for  their 
trouble  and  expense  in  ^ttinghere.  I  paid  in  gold 
dust  more  money  than  I  have  received  from  the  Ser- 
eeant-at-Arms  of  this  House.  Now,  where  would 
be  the  equality  in  cutting  down  this  rate  ?  Why, 
the  barley  ffeed  for  my  mule — and  we  travel  tliere 
where  none  could  go  but  a  mule — is  fifty  cents  per 
pound,  and  you  have  to  feed  a  great  many  pounds 
in  scrambling  over  such  rockn  as  we  have  to  scram- 
ble over;  fifty  cents  a  pound,  or  five  dollars  a  day, 
for  the  mere  feeding  of  your  animal:  twenty-five 
cents  a  drink,  [hiugnter,!  and  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia will  once  in  a  while  take  a  drinK  in  election 
times,  when  the  great  Democratic  party  is  making 
a  powerful,  and  as  it  turned  out,  a  successful  e^ 
fort,  to  organize  itself  In  great  and  exciting  times 
like  that,  the  people  of  California  will  sometimes 
take  a  drink;  and  you  have  to  pay  a  quarter  for  it 
every  time.  [Laughter.]  You  have  to  pay  in  the 
mountains  even  more.  The  circumstances  of  any 
gentleman  of  any  relation  there  are  widely  differ- 
ent from  what  they  are  here;  and  these  dinerences 
ought  fairly  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  They 
talk  about  equality:  I  say  this  mileage  does  not 
make  me  on  an  eauality  with  any  of  those  gentle- 
men, especially  tne  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Cartter;]  and  I  will  venture  that,  at  the  end  of 
any  Congressional  term,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
who  was  so  violent  in  his  denunciations  of  the  in- 
equalities of  mileage  paid  to  us,  is  very  much  more 
the  ^iner  than  any  Delegate  from  any  remote 
Terntory  whatever,  upon  uie  mere  pay  and  mile- 
age; ana  he  has  got  twice  as  much  now  clear 
profit — twice  as  much  as  I  have,  or  could  by  pos- 
sibility have. 

I  wasjn  the  hope  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
me  to  say  anything  at  all  upon  the  subj[ect  to-day. 
I  mean  at  a  proper  period  to  discuss  it  more  se- 
riously and  more  at  length.  I  have  contented  my- 
self, at  present,  with  merely  showing  that  there 
was  at  least  one  man  in  the  House  who  does  not 
hold  to  the  opinions  which  have  been  expressed 
so  readily  all  around. 

But  here  is  an  opinion  which  I  have  to  express. 
If  gentlemen  think  this  matter  of  mileage  is  a  hum- 
bug— that  it  is  a  living  injustice;  that  it  is  a  re- 
proach to  Congress — if  gentlemen  want  to  talk  to 
Buncombe  about  these  questions,  I  have  a  propo- 
sition to  make,  which  I  do  now  make  expressly 
to  Buncombe,  and  I  want  the  Reporters  to  write 
it  down — I  will  sacrifice  all  my  mileage  readily.  I 
am  able  to  do  it,  thank  Providence  and  the  gold 
mines.  I  will  give  up  all  my  mileage.  I  say,  just 
acknowledge  the  whole  system  a  humbug;  dis- 


pense with  it  entirely,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in 
this  House  who  will  accord  his  consent  to  it  so 
cheerfully  and  so  readily  as  I  will.  There  is  not 
a  man  who  cares  so  little  about  money  as  I  do,  as 
I  have  always  cared,  and  as  1  hope  to  care  while 
I  live.  I  say,  give  up  the  mileage  entirely,  and 
restrict  ourselves  to  the  per  diem.  Let  a  bill  of 
that  kind  be  reported,  ana  it  will  receive  my  cheer- 
ful and  ready  consent.  But  there  has  been  in  the 
whole  legislation  of  the  country,  ever  since  Cali- 
fornia attempted  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  up 
to  this  moment,  a  system  of  distinctions  and  dis- 
criminations against  that  State,  which  is  enough 
to  drive  any  generous  and  independent  people  into 
resentment,  and  into  a  very  serious  expression  of 
their  resentment.  Illustrations  of  thw  occur  to  me 
constantly.  There  is  found  three  ounces  of  gold 
dust  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  and  all  at 
once  a  Mint  springs  over  the  spot  to  coin  it.  We 
have  a  hundred  millions  a  year,  and  we  cannot 
get  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  we  do  not  want  any- 
thing better— any  sort  of  a  lo^  hut — so  the  Gov- 
ernment will  send  its  sovereign  power  there  to 
stamp  our  gold  with  the  mark  of  its  true  value, 
and  to  give  it  its  market  value  as  it  comes  from 
the  mines  and  the  hands  of  the  laborer.  That  is 
all  we  ask,  and  we  cannot  get  it  done.  In  New 
Orleans  $3,000,000  have  been  appropriated  for  a 
custom-house,  and  in  San  Francisco  $300,000 — 
San  Francisco  being  infinitely  ahead  at  the  same 
time  in  the  revenue  she  yields  to  the  Government. 
These  are  two  of  the  hundreds  of  odious  and  un- 
reasonable discriminations  which  are  made  by  this 
Government  against  the  State  I  represent  here. 

I  have  forborne  to  speak  of  these  things — have 
never  sought  to  speak  of  them;  but  the  neglect  of 
this  House  upon  the  one  hand,  and  its  spasmodic 
activity  upon  the  other^the  utter  negle<  t,  on  the 
oifle  hand,  to  make  appropriations  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  California,  ana  the  promptitude  and 
readiness  exhibited  upon  the  other  hand  to  ait 
djown  the  compensation  of  the  Representative  from 
that  State,  would  make  it  meanness  in  me  to  for- 
bear longer  from  showing,  at  least,  that  California 
has  got  some  sort  of  Representative  upon  this 
floor,  who  means  to  have  her  voice  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  merely  wished  to  sug- 
gest my  reasons  for  approving  the  report  of  the 
committee,  when  I  inquired  whether  there  was 
not  a  general  Uiw  and  restriction  applicable  to  all 
inembers.  1 1  is  stated ,  however,  that  that  restric- 
tion has  been  overlooked  heretofore.  I  cannot 
help  it.  I  do  not  think  it  a  very  material  matter 
that  it  has  been,  setting  apart  the  consideration  of 
morality.  1  rise  now  to  make  an  observation  in 
reference  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  over 
the  way,  who  has  submitted  an  amendment.  The 
obiecti^f  that  amendment  is  to  determine  by  what 
indications  the  route  proper  to  be  traveled  uy  the 
member,  shall  be  selected.  The  aim  is  to  reduce 
the  compensation  of  the  members  of  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  Government — at  least  I  so  under- 
stand it.  And  here  I  have  a  pertinent  inquiry  to 
Cut:  Why  is  it  that  the  members  of  the  Iegi8lati\e 
ranch  of  the  Government  are  perpetually  assail- 
ing their  own  compensation,  without  our  ever  hear- 
ing any  complaint  of  the  compensations  given  to 
any  other  branch?  Why  has  your  President  never 
besought  you  to  reduce  his  compensation  ?  Ilave 
your  heaas  of  Departments  ever  clamored  here  to 
nave  their  compensations  reduced?  Has  your 
Army  ever  done  it?  Has  your  Navy  ever  asked 
this?  Have  your  Diplomatic  Corps  ever  com- 
plained that  they  received  too  much?  Such  a 
proposition  from  either  of  these  services  would  fill 
this  House  and  the  country  with  amazement. 
And  yet  these  officers  receive  compensations,  in 
some  cases,  two  hundred  percent,  higher  thnu  the 
compensation  given  to  members  of  this  House. 
Vour  President  receives  $^,000  a  year.  Your 
Heads  of  Departments  receive,  1  think,  each  about 
$6,000  a  year.  Your  Judiciary  receive  $5,000  a 
year.  Your  Diplomatic  Corps  receive  from  $6,000 
to  $18,000  a  year,  and  that  year  made  as  short  as 
the  President  may  choose  to  make  it.  Your  first- 
rate  subordinates  under  the  Presidentreceive  $6,000 
a  year;  your  second-rate  subordinates  receive  from 
$3,000  to  $4,000 a  year.  Your  third-rate  subordi- 
nates  receive  from  $1,600  to  $2,500  a  year.  And 
|ret,never,from  thefoundationof  tliisGovernmenr, 
las  one  solitary  Executive  subordinate  besought 

ou  to  reduce  his  compensation.     But  is  this  all  ? 

"o,  air.    They  have,  on  the  contrary,  a  large  pro- 
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portion  of  them,  besought  you  continually  to  in- 
crease that  compensation.  The  clamor  here  in  this 
body,  for  raising  the  comparatively  exaggerated 
compensations,  m  the  other  Departments,  is  only 
equaled  by  the  clamor  to  reduce  our  own.  Now, 
I  put  it  to  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who  stand  up 
here  as  patriots,  as  they  say,  and  do  doubtless  ima- 
gine that  they  are  prompted  by  love  for  the  people 
and  the  country,  why  is  this  ?  Why  is  it,  tell  me, 
that  the  same  member  to-day  claims  to  have  re- 
duced his  own  compensation,  and  to-morrow  rises 
here  and  advocates  an  increase  of  compensation  to 
subordinates  in  the  executive  branch?  I  leave 
gentlemen  to  answer  the  question,  laying  their 
hands  upon  their  bosoms,  what  is  the  reason  of 
this? 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  called 
a  Democracy,  and  Democracy  is  a  government 
in  which  the  people  elect  those  to  make  the  laws 
who  hold  the  offices.  But  here,  within  this  Hall, 
are  all  the  officers  elected  by  the  people  under  our 
system?  Your  President  appoinu  tne  whole  Ex- 
ecutive branch;  he  appoints  the  whole  judicial 
branch;  he  appoints  tne  whole  diplomatic  corps. 
He  makes  your  Army  and  Navy.  And  yet  wnat 
a  spectacle  do  we  present?  Placed  here  by  the 
Constitution  to  sustain  this  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, we  are  but  instruments  to  prostrate  it. 
Why,  even  those  so-called  Federalists,  such  as 
Hamilton  and  Morris,  were  all  agreed,  that  this 
was  the  supreme  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
that  the  other  branches  were  merely  subordinate. 
But  what  do  we  see  in  practice?  Why,  you  find 
this  body  enlisted  continually  in  its  own  degrada- 
tion, and  everything  is  done  that  can  be  done 
by  it  to  destroy  its  own  dignity  and  independence. 
The  salaries  paid  to  an  Auditor,  not  to  ^o  up 
to  the  first-rate  subordinates  of  the  President, 
are  such  as  to  seduce  men  from  this  body— evm 
from  the  Senate — from  the  Chief  Magistracy  of 
a  State.  Men  will  abandon  the  office  of  Cnief 
Magistrate  of  a  State  to  become  commercial  agents 
in  some  foreign  port.  Now,  can  this  body  pos- 
sibly maintain  its  own  dignity  and  independence 
under  such  a  state  of  things  ? 

I  do  not  wish  to  go  further  into  this  subject  at  this 
time,  as  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  fully  and  regu- 
luly  before  the  body.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee,  with  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Allison.1 
But  what  I  have  to  say  finally  is  this,  and  what  I 
shall  embrace  some  more  appropriate  occasion  to 
enlarge  upon,  that  except  you  eivetothe  mem- 
bers of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  people — the 
elected  branch  of  the  GJovernment — compensation 
that  will  put  officers  beyond  all  temptation  which 
your  President  can  ofifer  them  in  any  office,  this 
branch  of  the  Government  will  fall  into  contempt 
and  disgrace.  ^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  havC  not 
heard  anj  gentleman  upon  this  floor  advocating 
the  doctrme  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, [Mf.  Woodward,]  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  seems  to  impute  to  them.  I  ao  not  consider 
that  those  who  are  for  equalizing  milea^  and  com- 
pensation are  for  degrading  the  Legislative  De- 
partment of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  took  occasion  to  make 
remarks  with  reference  to  the  general  habit  and 
spirit  of  this  House  as  numifested  since  I  have 
been  a  member,  stating  at  the  time,  that  1  con- 
ceived the  present  proposition,  as  according  with 
those  objects.  I  contended  that  the  compensation 
of  members  ought  to  be  made  just  between  one 
and  the  other,  and  my  reason  for  recommitting  the 
bill  is  with  that  view,  to  make  the  compensation 
equal  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  understand  the  principle 
of  the  bill  now  before  us  to  be  the  removal  of  the 
limitation  now  existing  upon  the  present  very  un- 
equal system.  If  the  oill  pass,  the  system  will  be 
more  unequal  than  it  now  is.  The  gentleman  cer- 
tainly advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  reported 
by  the  gentleman  upon  my  left,  [Mr.  Hendricks.] 
Now,  I  put  it  to  this  House,  and  the  country,  if  it 
is  just  that  the  present  unequal  system  should  be 
rendered  more  so  ?  Is  it  right  that  one  member 
should  receive  $40  mileage  and  others  shall  receive 
f5,000  ?  Does  it  add  to  our  dignity  as  members 
of  a  legislative  branch  of  the  Qovernment,  that  this 
inequality  should  exist,  much  less  tliat  it  should 
be  increased  ? 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  stated  that  the  general 
law  limited  it 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  general  law  was  imperative.  I  am  not  informed 
upon  that  subject.  It  is  for  me,  however,  to  give 
my  opinion  and  vote  upon  the  bill  before  this 
House.  Now  this  bill  proposes  to  repeal  that  pro- 
vision of  the  existing  law  by  which  the  mileage 
of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  is  limited  to  $2,5C^; 
and  I  think  that  ||^,5U0  is  a  sufficient  maximum 
limitation  upon  the  mileage  of  all  members  of 
Congress.  The  gentleman  wishes  to  put  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  ufion  an  equal  footing  with 
your  Judiciary.  Well,  sir,  I  shall  not  oppose 
that;  but  I  am  opposed  to  putting  some  aoove 
otliers.  All,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  put  upon 
the  same  footing.  Do  not  put  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon,  or  the  Representatives  from  (California, 
or  the  Representatives  from  Utah,  when  that 
shall  become  a  State,  upon  a  position  higher  and 
more  elevated  than  members  from  Georgia  er 
South  Carolina,  Maryland  or  Virginia:  let  us  have 
equality.  Whatever  may  be  necessary  to  elevate 
your  legislative  department — whatever  may  be  es- 
sential to  ^rry  out  this  object,  do  it,  and  I  will  be 
with  the  gentleman.  It  is  because  I  am  for  jus- 
tice and  equality,  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill. 
I  see  no  reason  for  giving  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon a  salary  of  $5,000  as  mileage,  when  a  member 
from  Maryland  gets  but  $40.  The  gentleman 
from  California  [Mr.  Marshall]  says  that  upon  a 
settlement  with  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  after  taking 
his  expenses  into  consideration,  he  was  tninw. 
But  what  expenses  does  he  bring  into  the  account  ? 
His  legitimate  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  Cal- 
ifornia only  ?  By  no  means.  But  his  expenses  in 
traveling  in  that  ru^ed  country  in  his  canvass,  and 
all  the  expenses  incident  to  an  electioneering  of  cam- 
paign, including  mule  feed  and  even  his  own  gro^- 
bill  at  twenty-five  cents  a  drink.  Now,  I  ask  this 
House  if  it  is  our  duty,  and  if  we  should  recognize 
this  principle,  that  the  expenses  of  electioneering 
campaigns  incurred  by  the  members  of  the  House 
are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  as  mileage 
to  members?  Is  it  by  sanctioning  any  such  prin- 
ciple that  we  are  to  elevate  the  dignity  of  this 
House  ?  My  opinion  is,  that  these  considerations 
should  not  enter  into  our  views  at  all,  and  should 
not  control  our  action  here.  And  while  we  should 
see  that  the  pay  or  compensation  of  all  is  enough  to 
sustain  the  Legislature  as  an  independent  coordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Government,  we  should  not  for 
any  consideration  allow  an  unequal  and  exorbitant 
amount  to  be  paid  to  any  particular  member  or 
class  of  members.  The  effect  of  this  bill  is  to  give 
an  exorbitant  amount,  compared  with  the  compen- 
sation of  other  members,  to  the  Delegate  trom 
Oregon.  We  should  have  some  general  and  just 
system.  If  $5,000  besides  per  diem  is  just  for  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon,  it  is  equally  just  for  all  the 
rest.  I  am  for  an  eaual  and  just  system  of  com- 
pensation. This  bill  has  no  such  object.  So  far 
from  it,  its  object  is  to  increase  the  present  in- 
equality, by  removing  the  restrictions  put  upon 
the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon. If  this  be  done,  it  will  be  opening  the  doors 
for  greater  inequaUties  than  those  now  existing 
and  on  account  of  which  there  has  been  so  much 
and  just  complaint  for  years,  in  the  mileage,  both 
of  members  and  Senators.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  question  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California.  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  only  in 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  wiU  with- 
draw my  motion  for  the  gentleman  from  Califor- 
nia to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  did  not  suppose  that 
my  remarks,  playfully  made,  would  bear  the  con- 
struction that  my  traveling  expenses,  and  grog 
bills  included,  should  be  paid  by  the  Government. 
That  portion  of  my  remarks  was  addressed  as  a 
reply  to  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  EvAN8,1  who  had  gone  into  a  state- 
ment of  the  loss  wnich  had  accrued  to  him,  and 
which  did  accrue  to  other  members,  by  running 
for  Congress  and  taking  seats  here.  Among  other 
things,  he  mentioned  the  loss  of  his  professional 
practice.  I  say  that  my  bill  of  items  is  as  legiti- 
mate matter  for  consideration  as  the  others  whioh 
had  been  urged;  and  that  the  peculiar  condition 
and  expenses  connected  with  the  country  which  I 
represent,  are  fairly  to  be  considered,  and  ought 
to  go  to  make  up  that  equality  for  which  I  con- 
tend. That  is  what  I  said,  and  what  I  meant  to  say. 


Mr.  STEPHENS.  In  reply  to  the  genUemm 
from  California,  I  will  simply  say,  that  1  am  ut- 
terly opposed  to  permitting  any  of  these  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  the  campaign  to  enter  into  the 
compensation  of  members.  How  expensive  it 
must  be  to  carry  an  election,  either  in  tne  city  of 
Baltimore  or  New  York !  for  although  there  are 
no  mules  to  be  employed  there,  I  expect  there  it 
a  great  deal  of  grog  to  be  drunk.  I  now  renev 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  and  ask 
for  the  yeas  ana  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^yeaa  80,  n&yn  101;  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEAS — Meanrt.  Abercrombie,  Charles  Allen.  Willb  Al- 
len, Wiltiani  Appleioo,  Averett,  Thomas  U.  Btyljr,  Bar- 
rere,  Bartleu,  Benneu,  Bibighaua,  Bocock,  JotaD  H.  Bovd, 
BrijwSt  Brooks,  Georf«  H.  Brown,  Bormwi,  Caldwdt, 
Lewix  D.  Caropl>en,Cartter,  Chapman,  Chastain,  Cbnrfb- 
well,  Clevelaiid,  Clingman,  Curds,  George  T.  Dam,Dock- 
ery,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Ewing,  Floyd,  Fuwier,  Htnryi/l. 
Fuller,  Goodenow.  Hammond,  Harper,  Hascall,  Hav^ 
Hebard,  Hibbard,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Jenkin«,  An- 
drew Johnson,  James  Johnson,  George  W.Jones, J. Gliocy 
Jones, George  G.  King,  Preston  King,  Kurtz,  McLanahsn, 
McMullin,  Meacham,  Miller,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore, 
Murebead,  Murphy,  Murray,  Newton,  Outlaw,  PerkiM, 
Savage.  Schoolcrah,  Schoonmaker,  Skelton,  Stanly,  Bes- 
jamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Tbaddeas  Hteves*, 
Sutherland,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Ben j.  Thompson,  Toombi, 
Walbridge,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Alexander  White,  vd 
Wildrick— «). 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Allison,  David  J.  Bailey,  RnJe, 
Bissell,  Bragg,  Breckenridge,  Brenton,  Buell,  Budry,  Cas- 
kie,  Chandler,  Clark,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Conger,  DaDiH,J.O. 
Davis,  Dawtson,  Disney,  Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Eartnun, 
Edgerton,  Fioklin,  Fitch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Thot.  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble, Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilmore, Gnj, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Isham  O.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  IUm«, 
Hendricks,  Henn,  Holladay,  Howard,  Thomas  Y.  How. 
tngersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Joho- 
son,  Letcher,  Lockhart.  Mace,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Oiui- 

Shrey  Marshall,  MeCorkle, McDonald,  McQueen,  Motooy, 
ohn  Moore,  Morrison,  Nabera,  Olds,  Samuel  W.  Ps^er, 
Peaslee,  Penn,  Penniman,  Phelps,  Powell,  Price,  Saatottl, 
Riddle,  Robblns,  Robie,  Robinson,  Russell,  Sacketl. Scarry, 
David  L.  Sesrmour.Origen  S.  Seymour,  Smart,  Fredenfk 
P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abr'ni  P.  Stevens,  Stfoa, 
8U  Martin,  Strother,  Stuart.  George  W.  Thompson, Tbon- 
ton,  Townshend,  Vcnable,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  VVelfb, 
Addison  White,  WUcox,  Williamo,  Woodward,  and  Ya»« 
—101. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  SWEETSER  renewed  the  motion  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  on  that  motion  he  de 
manded  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  seconding  the  de> 
mand  for  the  previous  question;  and  there  were— 
ayes  70,  noes  44 — no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STUART  called  for  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  BREf;KKNiuD6E  and  Chaiid- 
LER  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  taken,  and  the  tellen 
reported — ayes  85,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  pat. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  inquired  what  was  the  ques- 
tion pending? 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  a  motion  had  hm 
made  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committ^  thai 
reported  it,  with  certain  instructions,  to  which  w* 
structions  an  amendment  was  pending;  another 
motion  had  been  made  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uiuon, 
without  instructions;  and  upon  that  mouon  the 
vote  would  first  be  taken.  , 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  modify  my  instructions  so  as  m  the 
first  place  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  actual  travel 
of  every  member.  ,    . 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  and  several  other 

members,  objected.  .. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.    I  desire  to  say  to  the 

friends  of  this  bill 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Order  I'T  ..^^ 

The  SPEAKER.    The  genUeroan  can  addre« 
the  House  only  by  unanimous  consent,  the  pre- 
vious question  havmg  been  ordered.  , 
•  Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.    He  reported  tne 

bill.  e  *h» 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.     The  chainnan  of  tne 
committee  who  reported  the  bill,  has  a  ngn 
speak  for  one  hour.  .  j  a- 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  beg  leave  ^J^'^V^ 
Chair,  that  it  has  been  again  and  "g**"  "Xij! 
that  on  a  motion  to  refer  to  a  committee,  tne 
man  is  pot  entitled  under  the  rules  to  s^-     . 

ThsSPEAItER.    The  Chair  so  dfcides- 
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qaestion  is  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  (Georgia.  Is  it  in  order 
DOW,  aeain  to  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Then  I  make  that  mo- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  Mr. 
Sw&btier's  motion. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
by  the  bill  upon  the  table,  until  the  vote  shall  have 
been  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sweet- 
lER  's  motion ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  77,  nays  96,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— MeMfs.  Abererombie,  Charles  Allen,  Alllfion, 
WiJIisia  Appleton,  Barrere,  Bartlett,  Bibigfaaiu,  Bocock, 
Brooks,  Georfe  H.  Brovm,  Burrows,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D. 
Camptirii,  Cartter^  Chapman,  Chaotain,  CIcvpland.  Cling- 
man,  Curtia,  Daiuel,  Georfe  T.  Davis,  Dock^ry,  Duncan, 
Evan«,  Floyd,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Giddinn, 
Goodeaow,  Hammond,  Harper,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Haacall, 
Hebard,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Hunter,  James  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Junes,  George  G.  King,  Preston 
Cins,  Kortz,  McAtulltn,  Meacham,  Miller.  Millson,  Heury 
D.  Moore,  John  Moore,  Murray,  Newton,  Outlaw,  Perkins, 
Sackett,  Savage,  Schi*nnerbom,  Schoolcral't,  Behoon- 
maJcer,  Skelion,  Stanly.  Benjamin  Stanton,  Thaddeu»  Ste- 
Tea«,  Strother,  Sutherland,  Sweetser.  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Thumpflon.  Toombs,  Walbridge,  Wallace,  Wabtb,  wash- 
bum,  Watkins,  Adduon  White,  Wildiick,  Woodward,  and 
Tatetc — 77. 

N' A  V8 — ^Meskxrs.  AJken,  Willis  Allen,  Ashe,  Babcock,  Da- 
fid  J.  Bailey, Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Beale,  BeH,  Bisscll,  Bragg, 
Breckenridge,  Brenton.  Bueil,  Busby,  Caskie,  Chandler, 
Church  well.  Clark,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Conger,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dawvon,    Disney,  Doty,    Dunham,   Eastman.  Edgerton, 
Ewing,  ricklin,  Fitch,  Florence.  Freeman,  Tnomas  J.  D. 
Puller,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Grey,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Sampson 
W.  Harris,  Haven,  Hendricks.  Henn,  Howard, Thomas  Y. 
How,  Ingeisoll,  Ives,  Jackaon,  Andrew  Johnson,  Jno.  John- 
ion,  Robert  W.  Johnron,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace.  Ed- 
ward C.  Marshall, McCorkle.  McDonald,  MeLanahan,Mc- 
(lu«en.    Miner.  Molouy,  Morehead,  Morrison,  Murphy, 
Naben,  Olds,  Orr^  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Penniman,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Powell,  Price,  Rantoul,  Richardson,  Bobbins,  Robie, 
Robinson,  Russell,  Scurry.  Origen  S.  Seymour,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Snuirt,  Frederick  P.  Stanton.  Richard  H.  Stan- 
ton, Abraham  P.  Stevens.  Alexander  H.  Stephens.Stone, 
St.  Martin,  Stuart,  Geo.  Vv.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Towns- 
bend,  Ward,  Welch,  Wilcox,  and  Williams— 96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  What  is  the  next  ques- 
tion? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  amendment  to  the  instructions  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  quesdon  has, 
already  been  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  and  all  the  amendments  pending  upon  the 
table;  and  upon  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  jeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  79,  nays  94,  as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Abcrcrombie,  Chas.  Allen,  William  Ap- 

geton,  Avereu,  Babcock,  Thos.  ifl.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartlett, 
cnnett,  Bibighaus,  Bocock,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brooks,  Geo. 
H.  Brown^  Burrows,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cart- 
ter.  Chandler,  Chapman,  Chastain,  Cleveland,  Clingman, 
Curtis,  George  T.  Davis,  Dockery,  Edmnndson,  Evans, 
Floyd.  Fowler,  Goodenow,  Hammond,  Harper,  Sampson 
W.  Harris.  Hascall,  Haven.  Hebard,  Hibbard,  Houston, 
John  W.  Howe,  Hunter,  Jenlcins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Georse  G. 
King,  Preston  King,  Kurtz,  Meacham,  Miller,  Millson, 
Heury  D.  Moore,  Morehead,  Murray,  Newton,  Outlaw, 
Perkins,  Price,  Sackett,  Savage,  Schermerhom,  School- 
craft, Schoonmaker,  Skelton,  Stanly^  Benjamin  Stanton, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Thaiddeus  Stevens,  Sutherland, 
Bweets«r,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Toombs,  Wal- 
bridge, Washburn,  Watkins,  Aleiander  White,  and  Wil- 

NAVS— Messrs.  Aiken,  WilUs  Allen,  AUisoh.  Ashe,  Da- 
vid J.  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bissell,  Bragg,  Breckenridge, 
Brenton.  Albert  G.  Brown,  Busby,  Caskie,  Churchweil, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Conger,  John  G.  Davis,  DawMin, 
Disney,  Do^,  Duncan.  Durkee,  Eastman,  Edgerton.  Fick- 
Un,  Filch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmore, 
Grey,  HaH,  Hamilton,  Isham  6.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Henn, 
Thomas  Y .  How,  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  John  Johnson, 
Kflbert  W.  Johnson,  Letcher.  Lockhart,  Mace.  Edward 
C.Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  McCorkle,  McDonald, 
McLanahan,  McQueen.  Miner,  Mnlonv,  John  Moore,  Mor- 
rison, Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peai<lee, 
Penn,  Penniman,  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Rantoul,  Bob- 
bins, Koble,  Robinson, Russell,  Scurrv,  David  L.  Seymour. 
Orifren  S.  Sevmour,  Smart,  Frederick  P-  Stanton,  Richard 
B.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stuart, 
O*orge  W.  Thompson,  Thurston.  Townshend,  Wallace, 
Wabb,  Ward,  Welch,  WUcox,  WUliama,  and  Woodward 


So  the  House  refused  to  lay  tlie  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Aixisok's 
amendment  to  the  instructions  to  the  Committee 
on  Mileage,  proposed  by  Mr.  Evans. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Is  the  previous  question 
exhausted  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  previous 
question  will  apply  first  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  instructions;  second,  to  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Mileage, 
with  instructions,  and  if  not  committed,  the  bill 
will  then  be  put  upon  its  engrossment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Aluson's 
amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Evans's  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  now  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  so  to  modify  the  instructions  as 
to  provide  for  the  traveling  expenses  of  every 
member  of  the  House  before  equalizing  the  mile- 
age. 

fLoud  cries  of  "  Object  !'*] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn;  but  withdrew  it  at  the 
reauest  of 

Mr.  WILDRICK,  who,  from  tlie  Committee  on 
EInroIled  Bills,  reported  back  as  correctly  enrolled 
**  An  act  toadmit  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Sylphide 
to  register;"  which  thereupon  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  HARRIS  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

And  the  (question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  86,  noes  73. 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

NOTICES  OP  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  CLARK :  A  bill  entitled  *<  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  *  An  act  for  laying  otT  the  towns  of  Fort  Madi- 
son and  Burlington,  in  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  the 
towns  of  Bellevue',  Dubuque,  and  Peru,  In  the  county  of 
Dubuque,  Territory  of  Wisconsin.' " 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Miwissippi :  A  bill  to  authorize  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  sell  the  lands  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  State,  and 
to  ratify  and  approve  the  sales  already  made. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  Sic.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  PHELPS :  The  petition  of  J.  M.  Cruse  and  34 
other  citizens  of  Hickory  county,  Missouri,  for  a  post  road 
fyom  Hermitage,  Hickory  county^  via  Bnfialo,  to  UartviUe, 
Wright  county,  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jesse  L.  Paine  and  94  other  citizens 
of  Dallas  county,  Missouri,  for  a  post  road  from  Hermitage, 
Hickory  county,  via  Buflhlo,to  Hartville,  Wright  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Cyrus  W.  McCullock  and  other  cit- 
izens of  Dade  county,  Missouri,  praying  that  relief  may  be 
extended  to  said  McCullock  by  refunding  to  him  the  pur- 
chase money  paid  to  the  United  States  for  a  certain  tract  of 
land. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Pettis  county.  Missouri, 
for  a  post  road  from  Fairview,  Pettis  county,  to  High  Point, 
Johnson  county. 

By  Mr.  HAVEN :  Various  papers  and  fbnr  petitions  by 
masters,  mariners,  and  persona  interested  in  the  commerce 
of  Lake  Erie  and  the  northwestern  lakes,  and  of  physicians 
and  surgeons,  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Buflhlo,  New  York. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  an  act  to  prohibit 
the  transportation  or  delivery  of  the  mails  on  the  Christian 
Sabbath  or  Lord^s  day. 

Also,  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  a  post  road  be  established  be 
tween  Economy  and  Hookstown.  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  peutions  of  C.  P.  Chandler, 
James  Sparks,  J.  O.  Sparks,  William  Odell,  and  J.  G. 
Reed,  awistant  marshals,  in  the  counties  of  Scioto,  Adams, 
and  Pike,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  allow  them  additional 
compensation  to  that  allowed  by  the  act  of  May  S3, 18M), 
for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER:  The  petition  of  Ezekiel  Jones  and 
287  citizens  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts ;  altfO,  of  Samuel  C. 
Martin  and  35  other  branch  pilots,  of  Boston ;  also,  of  Henry 
Paine  and  158  others,  ship-masters,  and  others,  of  Province- 
town  ;  also,  of  George  Marston  and  49  others,  merchants, 
ship-mastera,  and  others,  of  Banutable,  Mat^sachusetts. 
praying  for  an  appropriation  fVom  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Scituate,  in  the 
Sute  of  Massachusetts. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  peHUon  of  Wil- 
liam Vanerson,  for  himself  and  oOiers,  prayinf  for  a  mail 
route  from  Monticello,  Missbwippi,  via  Benjamin  Bresten's, 
to  Smithdale,in  the  same  State. 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  Three  petitions  fh>m  citizens  of  Jasper 
countv,  Indiana,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mall  route 
from  Lalhyetle,  Indiana,  through  Rensselaer  and  Morocco, 
to  Moncure,  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine:  The  memorial  of  8.  R. 
Devereaux  and  8  others,  assistant  marshals  for  the  county  of 
Hancock,  Maine,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Thomas  Robinson  and  sundry 
others,  ship-masters  and  ship-owners,  of  Ellsworth,  of 
Maine,  against  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
March  3, 1847,  reducing  coats  in  admiralty  procaedinp. 


By  Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee :  The  memorial  of 
William  SUdham  and  61  other  eitizens  of  Fayette  county 
Tennessee,  praving  Conftress  to  abolish  the  office  of  chap- 
Iain  in  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  Two  memorials,  numerously 
signed  by  citizens  of  Philadelpliia,  protesting  agaiuHt  a  re- 
newal of  Woodwnrth*s  patent  for  a  planing  machine. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  The  memorial  of  Samuel  Morton, 
Ward  B.  Haseltine,  and  John  B.  Austin,  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
obstruction  which  exists  at  the  Falls  or  Rapids  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  and  anking  from  the  General  Govermuent 
an  improved  navigation  around  tlic  Falls  of  Ohio  to  meet  the 
requirement  of  the  growing  increase  of  western  commerce 
upon  tlie  moiit  imporant  national  highway  of  the  Uniou. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  memorial  of  J.  S.  Fouke  and 
Charles  E.  Mugg,  deputy  marshals  of  Sandunky  county, 
Ohio,  asking  an  increased  compensation  Ipr  taking  the  cen- 
sus. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Wood  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  estaUishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Stoner 
pobt  office,  Seneca  count)',  to  Woodbury,  in  Wood  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Wyandot  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  innil  route  from  Bucyrus, 
through  Upper  Satiduxky,  kc,  to  WilUamstown. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  McCrackeu  and  George 
Heiby,  deputy  marshals  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  asking 
ftirtlier  cohipensation  for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  MORRISON :  The  petiUon  of  sundry  ciUseus  of 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  establisbiueut  of 
a  mail  route  from  Coatesvillc,  in  said  county,  to  Wet^tehes- 
ter.  Penni<ylvania. 

Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of  Elizabeth  Pennington, 
asking  remuneration  for  property  lost  by  her  husband  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britian. 

By  Mr.  BUSBY:  The  memorial  of  Joseph  Muenschcr 
and  25  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Knox,  Ohio,  asking 
the  suspension  of  Sunday  mails. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  H.  Peacock  and  30  others,  upon 
the  same  subiect. 

By  Mr.  SWEETSER:  The  petition  of  Miles  Penney 
and  N.  B.  Butler,  asking  additional  compensation  for  ser- 
vices performed  as  assistant  marshals  in  taking  census 
under  the  act  of  May  33, 1850. 

By  Mr.  DISNEY  :  The  memorial  of  certahi  citizens  of 
Cincinnati,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  patent 
for  McCormick's  reaper. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  asking  additional  remuneration  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  as  deputy  marshals  in  taking  the  recent  census. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  by  the  Speaker  and  54 
members  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  also, 
by  Erastus  Coming,  of  Albany,  and  37  members  of  the  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  for  the 
immediate  establishment  (^  a  Mint  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  memorial  of  Jonathan  Pierce,  of 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  pra>'ing  for  a  pension  in  coib- 
■equence  of  injury  received  in  the  war  of  IblS. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  17,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Moroak. 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

The  President  f>ro  tem.  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th 
February,  1851,  transmitting  copies  of  proxien 
^iven  to  represent  the  stock  of  the  Unitea  States 
m  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  with  the  in- 
structions which  accompanied  said  proxies,  and  a 
list  of  the  stockholders  in  said  canal,  with  the 
amount  of  stock  owned  by  each;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  UNDERWCK)D.  I  have  already  intro- 
duced a  bill,  which  is  upon  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
proposing  to  purchase  the  remaining  stock  in  that 
canal  possessed  by  individuals,  to  moke  it  a  free 
canal,  and  to  enlarge  it.  1  believe  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  also  have  the  subject  under 
consideration.  I  think  a  proper  disposition  of 
the  communication  would  be,  to  let  it  lie  on  the 
table,  and  have  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  S^ate, 
unless  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Brigbt] 
wishes  to  make  some  other  disposition  of  it. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  suppose  the  communication  is 
cotmected  with  a  bill  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  introduce  to  the  Senate.  I  therefore  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  KOSSUTH. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  received  a 
letter  from  Louis  Kossuth,  inclosing  a  communi- 
cation which  was  made,  as  he  says,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  expressing  his  gratitude 
and  thanks  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
to  the  various  Heads  of  Departments  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  receivea  in  Washington.  The 
letter  which  he  has  addressed  to  me  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  as  follows: 

CiNciNNjiTi,  Ohio,  February  14, 185S2. 
To  the  Hon.  W.  R.  King, 

President  of  the  Senate: 
8iE :  Before  I  left  Washington  city  I  felt  mytelf  bound 
by  gratituda  to  ratura  my  wannaat  thank*  to  the  Govar»- 
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m«Qt  and  tiM  CoofreM  cf  ibe  United  0uu«i,  for  dieir  geniv- 
oiu  patronafv  thiy  had  •■*  kindly  granted  to  me  a«  the 
huuiMe  representative  of  my  coaotry,  from  the  time  when 
they  had  nent  a  steam  Mfate  to  Asia,  in  order  to  restore  me 
to  liberty  and  acHviiy,  to  the  moment  when  the  nugnst  Sen- 
ate and  House  and  the  PreHident  bade  me  weleome  in  the 
Capitol  and  in  the  White  House. 

If  nt  Initiated  into  th«  diplomatic  forms  of  the  United 
States,  I  respectnuiy  directed  my  farewell  to  hia  Kxcetlen- 
cy  the  President,  and  requested  him  to  communicate  my 
aiisurance  of  everlasting  gratitude  to  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Secretary  of  Sute  had  ulnce  the  great  kindness  to 
inform  me,  thou^  his  letter  htt*  reached  me  but  recently, 
that  my  request  in  r^pecttotheconimunicallon  would  have 
been  gladly  complied  with,  if  it  weru  comiisteiu  with  the 
acceiMed  forms ;  and  he  suggested  it  to  me,  as  a  more  ap- 
propriate wnyt  to  send  copies  of  my  address  to  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House. 

It  is  upon  ttiis  suggestion  of  tlie  Secretanr  ef  State  that  I 
have  now  the  great  honor  to  inclose  the  fhme  exprension  of 
my  everlasting  gratitude  and  hope,  with  the  request  to  have 
it  comraunicatM  to  the  august  body  of  which  you  are  the 
President. 

Mr.  President  of  the  Senate,  [your  most  himible  and  de- 
vout servant,  L.  KOSSUTH. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  communicMion  ad- 
dresBed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
inclosed  in  that  address  to  me.  Does  the  Senate 
desire  that  communication  to  be  read  ? 

Mr.  DOWNS.    Yea;  I  wish  to  hear  it  read. 

Several  Senators.    Oh,  no  ! 

The  PRESIDENT.  Not  being  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  it  is  for  the  Senate  to  detennine.  It 
cannot  be  read  unless  sucli  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

W*sniNOTON  CiTT,  January  12,  1859. 

Pkssidknt  :  The  moat  generous  invitation  contained  in 
an  act  of  the  Congress  of  9m  United  Sutes,  approved  and 
otfldaUy  traaamltied  to  me  by  your  Excellency,  having  af- 
forded nie  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  acceptably  pre- 
sented, by  the  illustrious  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  tlie  Republic : 

Having  been,  upon  subsequent  resolutions  of  Congress, 
received  with  almost  unprecedented  honors,  by  the  Senate 
and  by  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Having  been  entertained  witb  unsurpassed  kindness  by 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Uie  United  States, 
obliged  with  courtesies  for  excelling  ray  aspirations  by  the 
beads  of  the  various  departmenu  of  tlie  Executive  Govern- 
ment, and  favored  by  marks  of  kind  attention  and  sympa- 
thy by  the  honoralue  members  of  Confress,  in  numbers 
which  almost  equaled  the  aggregate  of  the  two  illustrious 
bodies  of  this  great  Republic:  The  time  hai*  come  when 
foe  exigencies  of  my  country's  affairs  require  mc  to  depart 
from  Uie  city  of  Washington,  and  foldll  the  agreeable  duty 
of  acknowledging  personally  that  protective  sympathy 
which  many 'towns,  cities,  and  States,  of  this  glorious  Con- 
federation, continue  to  manifest  in  fovor  of  the  lust  cause 
ol'  my  country's  downtrodden  independence  and  the  ftee- 
dom  of  the  European  continent,  so  intimately  connected 
witbiL 

This  my  departure  becoming  more  urgent,  as  according 
to  the  present  condition  of  Europe  every  moment's  accident 
laay  call  on  me  to  answer  those  duties,  which,  in  obedient 
compliance  with  my  nation's  sovereign  will  I  assumed, 
when  as  unanimously  elected  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Hungary,  I  took  oath  to  God  and  the  people  to  maintain 
that  national  indepeiulence  which  my  nation  had  asserted 
so  heroically,  and  nad  declared  so  legitimately ;  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  regret  to  me  not  to  be  able  individually  to  cxprcsa 
my  everlasting  warm  gratitude. 

Sut  though  my  mind  be  mournfully  impresttcd  wifo  in- 
conselable  grief  at  the  melancholy  intelligence  connected 
with  the  la.<  moments  of  my  staying  here,  tiiat  the  heart  of 
my  beloved  and  venerable  mother  has  broken  under  the  re- 
newed cruel  persecution  indicted  upon  my  lamil^'  by  tlie 
House  of  .\u<tiria,  still,  I  cannot  take  my  departure  troni  the 
cnpital  without  leaving  a  formal,  but  sincere,  acknowledg- 
ment of  all  those  memorable  favors  so  generously  bestowed 
upon  me. 

Conscious  as  I  am  tliat  these  honors  were  neither  de- 
served by,  nor  intended  to  me  personally,  who,  an  humble 
exile,  never  could  consent  to  see  myself  nggrandized  while 
my  eoaotry  lies  in  ruin  and  in  chains,  I  have  then  aU  the 
more  thanlcfuUy  received  as  manifestations  of  the  respect 
fur  tiie  everlasting  pnnciples  of  national  law,  and  ot  the 
lively  sympathy  which  this  great  and  geuen>us  country  en- 
tertains for  my  beloved  and  never  for  a  moment  to  be  forgntt- 
ten  fotheriancl,  now  a  temporary  victim  of  the  violation  of 
those  principles. 

The  oppressed  nations  of  the  European  Continent,  so 
highly  interested  in  those  principles,  will  look  with  couso- 
lauon  at  these  memorable  favors  I  was  honored  with,  as 
to  a  practical  proof  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  great 
Republic  was  tndeed  a  true  interpreter  of  its  people's  senti- 
ments, and  met  with  the  cordial  concurrence  of  the  enUght- 
ened  legislature  of  hist  glorious  country,  when  he  officially 
declared  that "  the  United  States  cannot  remain  inditferent 
in  a  case  in  which  the  strong  arm  of  a  foreign  power  is  in- 
voked to  stifle  public  sentiment  and  to  oppress  the  spirit  of 
freedom  in  any  <:ountry." 

This  magnanimous  declaration,  followed  by  such  gener- 
ous manifestations,  will  be  recorded  in  history  as  a  pro- 
testation in  behalf  of  the  everiasting  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations  against  their  infraction  by  violence.  And  the 
millions  of  my  people  will  revive  with  hope  and  confidence 
when  they  sliall  come  to  know  what  fiivors  were  bestowed 
upon  their  exiled  chief  by  tlie  great  Republic  of  the  West, 
iu  acknowledgment  of  the  Justice  of  Hunganr's  cause. 

In  her  name,  and  as  her  representative,  I  have  received 
foem,  and  they  have  sunk  into  the  very  heart  of  my  heart- 
in  her  name,  and  at  tier  representative,  I  ftel  the  duty  of 
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expressing  my  thanks  for  them,  and  desire  your  Excel- 
lency, as  well  as  the  Executive  otllcers,  the  Senate,  and 
the  House  of  Refvesentatives,  eollectively  and  individually, 
to  receive  the  assurances  of  my  and  my  country's  eternal 
gratitude. 

Sad  and  solemn  is  the  hour  of  partinf  At>m  a  presence  so 
consoling  and  so  august ;  but  I  carry  with  me,  in  my  forther 
wandering,  tlie  hope  that  the  United  States  will  continue 
kindly  to  remember  always  my  unhappy  but  most  well- 
deserving  fotherland. 

Neither  the  pangs  of  exile,  nor  the  efotism  of  my  pa- 
triotic feelings,  or  the  interests  of  all  those  nations  whose 
common  rights  and  wrongs  I  plead  before  the  might)*  tribu- 
nal of  publicity,  wilt  ever  induce  me  to  doxire  that  the  Uni- 
ted  States  should  for  our  sake  put  in  Jeopardy  the  own  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  tlits  glorious  home  of  liberty ;  but  as 
the  present  conditio^  of  Europe,  and  the  eoming  events  in 
that  Continent,  which  cast  already  their  shadows  before 
thrni,  cannot  fail  to  attract  the  attention  and  invite  the  eon - 
sidemtion  of  snch  a  Power  on  earth  as  the  United  Stiftes 
are,  I  cannot  forbear  to  hope  that  the  very  conKCiousncsn 
of  that  security  which  the  United  States  enjoy,  white  the 
greatest  pari  of  Europe  quakes,  will  but  more  impress  upon 
their  true  republican  genero.«ity  the  sentimenti  of  supreme 
urgency,  to  pronounce  in  respect  to  tlie  law  of  nations  and 
international  duties  and  rights,  as  also  in  respect  to  the  un- 
disturbed safety  of  commercial  intercourse  in  (Avnr  of  such 
principles  which,  founded  upon  the  law  of  nature  and  of 
nature's  God,  are  equally  consistent  with  tlie  fundamental 
principles  of  this  great  Republic,  and  indispensable  to  peace 
and  contentment  on  earth. 

Humanity  would  hail  such  a  pronunciation  from  such  a 
place  with  inexpressible  Joy ;  and  as  it  was  tlie  violation  of 
these  principles  by  armed  foreign  interference  in  Hungary 
which  opened  the  door  to  a  system  of  overwhelming  des- 
potism on  the  European  continent,  the  very  fact  that  Hun- 
gary, forced  by  the  most  treacherous  oppression  ever  seen 
in  the  history  of  mankind,  has,  in  declaring  its  independ- 
ence, but  exercised  that  right  and  followed  that  principle 
upon  which  stand  so  gloriously  the  very  political  existence 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  fact  that  this  legitimate  inde- 
pendence was  overforown  by  the  most  eruel  violation  of 
interna^onal  lawx.  makes  nie  confidently  hope  that  "  the 
deep  interest  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  fisel  in 
the  spread  of  liberal  pnnciples,  and  the  et<ablishment  oi 
free  Governments — the  warm  sympathy  witli  which  it  wit- 
nesses every  struggle  against  oppression,"  as  well  as  its 
profound  sentiment  of  Justice,  and  its  congenial  generosity, 
will  become  a  source  of  such  consolation  to  my  native  land 
A^  the  supreme  constitutional  autliorities  of  this  glorious 
Republic  will,  in  their  wisdom,  deem  consistent  witli  the 
paramount  duties  towards  their  own  country's  welfhre  and 
prosperity. 

It  is  with  these  sentiments  of  hope  and  thanks  that  1  beg 
leave  to  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my  everiaj*riug  respect 
and  gratitude,  and  huuiblv  entreat  your  Excellency  to  be 

§  leased  to  communicate  ttus  my  rcspectfhl  fiu^well  to  the 
enate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  President,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  obe- 
dient servant,  L.  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  BADGER.  As  these  communications  have 
been  read,  and  as  we  have  all  listened  to  them  with 
extreme  attention,  and  are  possessed' of  their  in- 
teresting and  valuable  contents,  unless  my  friends 
from  Michigan,[Mr.  Cass,]  IIUnois,[Mr.  Shields,] 
and  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward,]  one  or  all  of  them, 
desire  some  reference  of  them,  I  will  submit  the 
motion  that  they  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  a«rreed  to. 

Mr.  CHASE.    I  move  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suppose  that  goes  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  goes  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  hope  the  Senator  then  will 
withdraw  his  motion,  for  1  have  no  wish  to  re- 
port upon  the  question. 

The  motion  was  not  withdrawn. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  memorial  of  R. 
Rogers,  a  memorial  of  Thomas  R.  Glenn,  a  me- 
morial of  Corday  Y.  Savage,  and  a  memorial  of 
W.  R.  Suville,  assistant  marshals  for  taking  the 
Seventh  Census,  in  North  Carolina,  praying  ad- 
ditional compensation,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  memorial  of  assist- 
ant mar«hals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Hancock  county,  Maine,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  six  memorials^of  assist- 
ant marsheds  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Sprague  and  others,  members  of  a  company  of 
**  Sea  Pencibles,"  during  the  last  war  witli  Great 
Britain,  praying  remuneration  for  money  expend- 
ed and  services  rendered  in  the  defence  of  their 
country;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
W.  Cox,  praying  compensation  for  services  as 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Sixth  Auditor; 
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which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Ofiiceand  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAVIS  preseotfld  a  petition  of  mhebttaata 
of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  for  the  amieable  adjuttnent  of 
international  controversies;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  for  his  colleague.  (Mr. 
Clat,]^  to  whom  it  had  been  transmitted,  pretent«<l 
a  petiuon  of  citizens  of  Cedarytlle,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Libe- 
ria, and  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  mail  steam- 
ers between  the  United  States  and  that  Republic; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Porei^ 
Relations. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  of  citiieos  of 
Iowa,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures  to  ptnent 
any  ftirther  interference  by  Russia  in  the  sirugjle 
of  the  people  of  Hungary  for  liberty;  which  was 
orderea  to  lis  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  pettv  offlcen  aud  »emn 
on  board  tlie  United  States  steamer  Missouri,  at  ibe  timt  o( 
her  destruction  at  Oibraltar,  on  the  ttifm  of  the  Seosie,  W 
referred  to  die  Cnmminee  on  Naval  AflUis. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McRAE,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Richard  Elevard,  on  ilif 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Uommlttce  on  Oir 
Post  OAce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GEYER  moved  that  the  petition  and  pi- 

gers  of  John  Chidmers  be  witharawn  from  di« 
les  of  the  Senate',  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
them  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Has  there  been  a  report 
in  that  case? 

Mr.  GEYER.  An  adverse  report  was  made 
in  1841,  in  which  I  learn  that  the  Senate  concurred. 
The  object  in  withdrawing  these  papers,  is  to  pr^ 
sent  them  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  having  con- 
curred in  the  adverse  report,  tliese  papers,  uoditr 
the  rule,  cannot  be  witharawn. 

Mr.  GEYER.  Such  was  my  impression,  boi 
I  learn  irova  the  Secretary  tliat  as  they  are  not 
to  be  withdrawn  for  use  in  the  Senate,  mit  in  tbe 
House  of  Representatives,  they  may  be  withdrawn 
forpresentation  to  that  body. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  read  Uw 
rule,  and  leave  it  to  the  Senate  to  say  wheih^  it 
embraces  the  object  of  the  Senator  from  Missoori. 
His  proposition  is  to' withdraw  those  papers,  tipon 
whidi  an  adverse  report  was  made  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate,  with  the  view  to  have  them  pr^ 
sented  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  njl« 
is  in  these  words: 
*<  Whenever  a  claim  is  pres^^nted  tothe  Senate  and  rH^rmi 
to  a  committee,  and  Uie  conunHtee  report  tbat  the  rlsi* 
ought  not  to  be  allowed,  and  tlie  report  bt  adopted  ^  Uir 
Senate,  it  sball  not  be  in  order  to  move  to  take  the  psp«» 
from  the  filen  for  the  pnrpOMe  of  referrinf  them  at  a  salM- 

Suent  session,  unless  tbe  claimants  shall  present  a  sksi»- 
al  for  that  purpose,  atatinf  in  wliat  manner  the  oomasOK 
have  erred  in  their  report,  or  that  new  evidence  bat  bo 
discox-ered  since  tbe  report,  and  setting  forth  tbe  neweri- 
deuce  In  the  memorial :  ProtMad,  Tbat  ttis  rale  ihsll  ss( 
extend  to  any  case  where  an  adverse  report,  not  in  vhliiv . 
shall  have  been  made  prior  to  the  95th  January,  IS43." 

The  object  of  xhe  rule,  as  established,  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  tlie  Chair,  to  prevent  papers  from 
beings  withdrawn  when  an  adverse  report  wsi 
made  and  concurred  in,  unless  additiooal  testimo- 
ny was  presented,  or  satisfactory  evidence  giren 
to  show  that  the  committee  had  erred  ia  the  re* 
port.  The  Senator  is  under  the  itnpression  that  it 
refers  only  to  cases  which  it  is  proposed  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  again.  The  Chair  will  lsav«  ii 
to  the  Senate  to  say  whstlier  that  was  the  object 
or  not. 

The  Senate  decided  that  the  rule  precluded  the 
withdrawal  asked  for  by  the  Senator  from  Mw* 
souri. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTtES. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftirt  beS^ 

charged  from  the  Anrther  consideration  of  tbe  foUowiar  "»• 

Jecti: 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relaboa  K>*«,H**2r 

tion  of  the  act  to  fbufad  a  military  asylum  for  the  »'*^eisss 

support  of  invalid  and  disabled  soldiers  of  tbe  Uoitsd  snH" 

Memorial  of  John  Owen,  presented  the  IWi  febmsof. 

Memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Ware  8.  May,  prtMmud  fl»«  16* 
February,  185Q. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tewmm*  n 
was 
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Ord^redj  That  U)e  Committee  on  Military  Aflkira  be  dis- 
chaffed  from  the  Anther  coiuideratioa  of  the  petition  of 
WUlTamO*Britn. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Georee  W.  Sevier,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  resolution,  "That  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner is  unreasonable,  and  ouglit  not  to  be  slant- 
ed." 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  grantinsr 
the  right  of  way  to  the  Florida,  Atlantic,  and 
Gulf  Central  Railroad  Company  through  the  public 
Uindfl  of  the  United  States, and  appropriating  lands 
to  the  State  of  Florida  in  aid  of  the  construction 
of  said  railroad  and  branches,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to 
which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  the  memo- 
rial of  a  convention  of  the  citizens  of  California, 
held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  reported  against 
the  printing  of  the  same;  and  the  report  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Speiden,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
waa  read  and  paased  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SOULE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  G.  C. 
Baylor,  praying  for  a  salary  as  United  States  con- 
sul at  Amstenuim,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  GEYER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
oked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  holding  an  additional  term  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
souri; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

DISCHARGE  OF  STEAMERS'  CARGOES. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 

hicion  for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Rt»oh€i,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
vt  inquire  wbst,  if  sav,  alteration  by  law  is  ncceMsry  to 
Drevent  delay  in  the  dueharge  of  the  cargoes  of  steamers 
mna  Ibreign  ports. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEE  CLERK. 

Mr.  DAWSON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
ktion  for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Remhfed,  That  the  Committee  on  Paiftntsand  the  Patent 
OAee  be  aathorized  to  employ  a  clerk  for  ninety-  days ;  to 
sttend  said  committee,  anless  the  committee  shall  find  it  of 
pofaiie  advantage  to  continue  him  longer. 

SENATE  RESOLUTION  MISLAID. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
yesterday  received  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  relation  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Senate  and  lost  or  mislaid,  and  it  was 

Order ed^  That  a  copy  of  the  reM)luiion  <<  to  etitabllsli  cer- 
tain post  routes,"  be  vent  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
agreeably  to  their  request. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  ana  passed: 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  city  of  Buriington ,  in  Iowa, 
the  land  heretofore  reserved  between  that  city  and 
the  Mississippi  river. 

A  bill  to  extend  the  Ume  for  selling  the  lands 
eranted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum,  for  teaching  the 
deaf  and  dumb. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 

EJitiag  the  right  o^  way  and  making  a  grant  of 
d  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  constmc- 
aoti  of  certain  railroads  in  said  State. 

Mr.  HUNTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  some 
length  against  the  bill,  and  also  against  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  {Mr. 
UvsKRwooD,!  and  replied  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
.  StnorBR,  made  on  the  27th  of  January  last,  in 
fityor  of  the  bill.  Mr.  H.  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Bell,  in  reply.  These  speeches  will  be  found  in 
tlie  ApModix. 
Mr.  SUMNER.    One  word,  if  yon  please,  Mr. 
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President.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  f  Mr.  Hun- 
ter] has  very  kindly  given  me  notice  tnat  I  am  to 
expea  a  broadside  from  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Underwood.]  For  this  1  am  prop- 
erly grateful  to  him.  When,  a  few  days  ago,  I 
undertook  to  discuss  an  important  question  in  this 
iKMly,  1  expressed  certain  views,  deemed  bv  me  of 
weight.  Those  views  I  submitted  to  tne  can- 
dor and  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  I  felt  con- 
fidence in  their  essential  justice,  and  nothing  which 
I  have  heard  since  has  impaired  that  confidence. 
I  have  listened  with  respect  and  attention  to  the  ad- 
dress to-day  from  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  as 
it  becomes  me  to  listen  with  respect  and  attention 
to  everjTthinff  any  Senator  in  this  body  undertakes 
to  put  forth  nere.  But  1  hope  to  be  excused  if  I 
say,  that  in  all  that  he  has  so  eloquently  uttered 
With  reference  to  me,  he  has  not  touched  by  a 
hair-breadth  my  argument.  He  has  criticised — I 
am  unwilling  to  say  that  he  has  caviled  at — my 
calculations;  but  he  has  not  by  the  ninth  part  of  a 
hair  touched  the  conclusion  which  I  drew.  That 
still  stands.  And  let  me  say  that  it  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully assailed  in  the  way  which  has  been  at- 
temptea  to-day. 

1  said  that  injustice  had  been  done  to  the  land 
States,  out  of  this  body  and'in  this  body^-out  of 
this  body,  because  I  often  heard  them  called  **  land 
stealers"  and  "  land  pirates;"  in  this  body  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  when  he  complained  of  the 
partial  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  and  par- 
ticularly pointed  out  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate 
as  an  instance  of  this  partiality.  I  said  that  this 
charge  was  without  foundation.  And  why  did  I 
say  so  ?  and  on  what  ground  ?  Because  there  was 
an  existing  eouity  (I  so  called  it — ^nothing  more) 
on  the  part  or  the  land  States  as  against  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  And  on  what  was  this  founded  ? 
On  a  fact  of  record  in  the  public  acts  of  this  coun- 
tiry .  That  is,  the  exemption  of  the  public  domain 
situated  in  particular  States  from  taxation.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  not  questioned  this 
fact;  of  course  he  could  not  question  it,  for  it  is 
imbodied  in  the  acts  of  Congress.  * 

The  next  inquinr  then  was.  What  is  the  ralue 
of  this  immunity  n'om  taxation,  which  I  called  an 
equity  on  the  part  of  the  IoimI  States  ?  In  order  to 
illustrate  this  value,  I  went  into  calculations  and 
estimates,  which  I  presented,  after  some  study 
of  the  suibject — not,  perhaps,  such  study  as  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  found  time  togn-e  to  it, 
or  such  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  the  plffn- 
itude  of  his  researches,  doubtless  has  given  to  it. 
On  those  calculotions  and  estimates  I  attributed  a 
certain  value  to  the  equity  in  question.  My  cal- 
culations and  estimates  nmy  be  overstated;  they 
may  be  exaggerated.  The  Senator  from  Virginui 
thinks  ^hem  no.  Other  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
have  had  the  privilege  of  c<^»n versing,  think  them 
understated.  But  however  this  may  be,  it  does 
not  touch  the  argument.  I  may  have  done  injus- 
tice to  my  argument  by  overstating  them.  I  in- 
tended to  underctate  them.  I  still  think,  from  all 
that  I  hear,  that  1  have  understated  them.  The 
argument,  however,  still  stands,  that  these  States 
have  conceded  to  the  General  Gk)vemment  an  im- 
munity from  taxation;  that  this  immunity  has  a 
certain  value— I  think  a  very  laige  value — and  that 
this  value  constitutes  an  equity  to  which  the  land 
Stales  have  a  right  to  appeal  for  bountiful,  aye, 
for  munificent  treatmenrrrom  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Has  the  Senator  from  Virginia  answered 
this?    Can  he  answer  it? 

But  I  forbear  to  go  into  the  subject  at  this  time. 
I  arose  simply  to  state,  that  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  has  kindly  given  me  notice  that  I  am  to 
expect  a  broadside  from  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, I  am  to  regard  what  he  said  to-day,  so  far 
OS  1  am  concerned,  simphr  as  a  signal  gun.  The 
Senator  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  it  is  notriing  more, 
for  it  has  not  reached  me,  or  anything  that  I  said. 
Meanwhile  I  await,  with  resignation  and  without 
anxiety,  the  broadside  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  After  having  heard  my 
proposition  discussed  for  some  days,  I  deeire  to 
make  some  general  reply  to  the  arguments  against 
it.    I  believe  it  has  been  usual  to  allow  that  prir- 


1 1  liege  to  the  mover  of  a  proposition  of  «uch  magni- 
tude na  that  which  I  have  oflered.  If,  therefore, 
the  Senate  will  be  kind  enough  to  adjourn  now,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  present  my  defence  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  hope  the  Senntor  from  Ken- 
tucky will  allow  me  to  ask  for  an  Executive  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  To  accommodate  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  f  move  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agi-eed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Ex  ecu  live  busi- 
ness; and^fter  some  time  si>ent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  then,  on  motion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Fdmnary  17,  1852. 

•The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  ' 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  calling  upon 
one  of  the  Departments  for  information.  I  will 
state  that  it  is  information  which  is  very  much 
needed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  JONES,  of^  Tennessee.  I  object,  and  call 
for  the  regular  order  of  business.  We  shall  never 
get  to  the  regular  order  of  business  if  M'e  give  way 
for  these  resolutions  to  be  introduced. 

Mr.  OLDS.  You  will  delay  the  action  of  the 
House  a  greet  deal  more  by  keeping  back  the  ac- 
tion of  committees.  . 

Mr.  JONES.     I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    What  is  the  regular  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  unfinished  btisiness 
of  yesterday,  to  recommit  the  bill  regulating  the 
mileage  of  tiie  Delegate  from  Oregon,  with  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.-  HOUSTON.  I  have  a  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  which  it  is  very  ne- 
cessary should  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  printed.  It  will  call  for 
the  eariy  action  of  the  House,  either  in  favor  of  or 
against  it.  I  hope  I  shall  have*  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  report  it. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see object  to  that  r 

Mr.  JONES.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  object.  [Laughter.] 

MILEAGE  OF  THE  DELEGATE  FROM  OREGON. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  will  now  be  put 
upon  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Mileage,  with  instructions. 

Mr.  CARTTER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Several  Voices.     Read  the  instructions. 

They  were  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

That  the  hill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mile- 
age, with  inttmctionft  to  add  together  the  mileage  ot'mll  the 
members  of  thin  Uouite,  and  to  dividt;  the  snme  bv  the  num- 
ber of  memberii ;  siid  tliat  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed 
to  pay  to  each  member  his  share  thereof,  an  mi  aoeertained. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  there  is  not  pending  a  substitute,  ofl*ered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  ALt.i- 
soN,]  for  the  instructions  providing  that  the  mile- 
age shall  be  computed  by  the  shortest  and  most 
direct  routes  to  the  residence  of  each  Senator  and 
Representative? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  rejected  by  a  vote 
of  the  House  yesterday. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  the 
question  is  not  susceptible  of  division,  so  (liat  the 
vote  shall  first  betaken  on  the  instructions? 

The  SPEAKER.  According  to  the  practice  of 
the  House — in  the  recollection  of  the  Chair — the 
two  propositions  cannot  be  divided.  The  Choir, 
however,  is  of  a  different  opinion,  so  far  as  the 
rules  are  concerned.  He  thinks  that  under  the 
rules  the  proposition  is  divisible. 
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Mr.  BRENTON.  Mv  opinion  if,that  the  prop- 
osition is  misceptible  of  diTinon,  so  that  it  shall 
be  taken  first  upon  the  instructions. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

The  House  was  divided  on  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays*  and  only  20  gentlemen  rose. 

Mr.  CARTTER  called  for  tellers  upon  theyeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams and  Chandler  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided,  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  46,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  Is  it  competent  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  modify  his  instructions? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  his  power  to 
modify. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  that  the  instructions  shall 
be  so  modified  that  all  the  money  made  by  gentle- 
men when  they  are  absent  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  shall  be  put  into  the  common  stock,  and 
divided,  with  the  mileage,  equally  among  the  mem- 
b^s  of  the  House.  [Laughter.]  If  thej^  were  so 
modified,  I  should  be  disposed  to  vote  tor  them. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Jiouse  to  enable  me  to  so  modify  the  instruc- 
tions as  to  provide  for  first  allowing  to  each  mem- 
ber his  traveling  expenses  in  reaching  the  seat  of 
Government,  out  or  the  whole  amount  of  mileage, 
before  equalizing  the  compensation  of  membess, 
as  proposed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Is  it  competent  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  modify  his  instructions  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  competent  to  move 
to  suspend  the  rules,  except  on  Monday. 

A  Voice.    Withdraw  your  instructions. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  wiU,  then,  withdraw  the  in- 
structions. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  object. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  understand  that  I  have  the 
right  to  withdraw. 

TheSPEAKER.  TheChairis  in  doubt  whether, 
aAer  the  previous  question  has  been  sustained,  the 
gentleman  can  withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Certainly,  he 
has  clearly  the  right  to  withdraw.  I  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  Cnair  to  the  45th  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  read  the  rule, 
and  has  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  withdraw. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
decide  that  I  have  the  right  either  to  withdraw  or 
amend? 

TheSPEAKER.  The  gentleman  certainly  has 
the  right  to  withdraw  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  will  withdraw  my  instructions. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  Has  the  previous  question 
been  exhausted  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  not  been  exhausted, 
and  discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  gentleman  from  Maryrland 
has  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions. 
Now,  if  he  withdraws  the  instructions,  does  not 
(he  other  part  of  the  motion  fall  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
^e  motion  to  recommit  was  not  affected  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  second  branch  of  the  proposi- 
tion, and  it  is  still  pending. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  wish  to  know  whether,  aAer  the  gentleman  has 
withdrawn  his  instructions,  it  is  competent  to  re- 
commit the  bill  without  instructions? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit,  and  the  result  was — yeas  84,  nays  86, 
as  follows: 

Y£A8~Mes«ra.  AbereromMe,  Cbarlei  AUcn,  William 
AppletOD,  Averett,  Thomas  U.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bennett, 
Bibighauf,  Jobn  H  .Boyd.  Bran,  Brooks.  G.  H.  Brown,  Bur- 
rows, Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cartter, 
Chandler,  Chapman,  Chastain,  Cburchwell,  Cleveland, 
CUngman,  Colcock,  CurUs,  Daniel,  Dockery,  Doncan,  Ed- 
mundson.  Evans.  Floyd,  Fowler,  Giddinga,  Goodenow, 
Grow,  Hammond.  Harper,  8amp«>n  W.  Harris,  Haws, 
Uaven,  Hebord,  Hibbard,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Hunter, 
Andrew  Johnscn,  Jamea  Johnson,  C^eorge  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Jones.  O.  G.  King,  Preston  Kim.  Kuits,  Meaeh- 
am,  Miller,  Millson,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Morehead, 
Mnrray,  Outlaw,  Peaalee,  Perkins,  Robie,  Sackeu,  Scher- 
Vuirhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Skdion,  Broart, 
Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Tb^eus  Stevens,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Benjamin  TbontptOQ,  Thurston.  Toombs,  Wal- 
Md^,  Wallace,  Watklaa^  Walab,  WUdrick,  Woodward, 


NAYS— Messrs.  Willis  Alien,  John  Appleton^  Ashe,  Da- 
vid J.  Bafley,  Beale,  Bissell,  Bowie,  Ureckeundge,  Bren- 
ton,  Uri^n,  Alberto.  Brown,Buell,  Busby,  Cankie,  Clark, 
Cobb,  JfMin  G.  Davis,  Dawbon,  Dean.  Disney,  Dotjr,  Dun- 
ham, Durkoe,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Ewing,  Ficklin,  Fitch, 
Florence,  FreemaiuTbomatfJ.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord, 
Gilmore,  Grey,  Hall,  Istiam  G.  Harris,  Ilascall,  Hendricks, 
Ueon,  UoUaday,  Howard,  Thomas  Y.  How,  IngersoU,  Ives, 
Jackson,  Jenkins,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 
Letcher,  Lockhort,  Mace,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  Mason,  McDonald,  McLaoahan,  Molony,  Nabers, 
Newiou,  Olds,  Orr,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penniman,  Phelps, 
Polk,  Price,  Kantoul,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Savage,  David  L.  Seymour.  Origen  S.  Soyntour,  F.  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stoutou,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone. 
St.  Mariin,  Strother,  Stuart,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wilcox,  and 
Williams— ij6. 

So  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Commiitee  on  Mileage. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the  bill, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time.  

Mr.  CARTTER.  Upon  that  motion  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  85,nays  90;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Willis  Alien,  Jobn  Appleton,  Ashe, 
David  J.  Batley,  Beolc,  Bell,  Bissell,  Bragg,  Breckenridge, 
Brcnton,  Albert  6.  Bmwn,  BusbyjCaskie,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Colcock,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davin,  Dawson,  Disney, 
Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmundson, 
Ficklin,  Florence,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gentry.  Gilmore,  Gray,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  I  sham  G.  Harris,  Hendricks.  Uenn,  Holladay, 
Howard,  Thomas  Y.  How,  IngersoU,  Jackson,  John 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace, 
Edward  C.  Marshall.  Mason,  McDonald,  McLanaban, 
McUueen,  Molony,  Naben*,  Olds,  Orr,  Samuel  W.  Par- 
ker, Penn,  Phelps,  Polk,  Porter,  Price,  Raiitoul,  Richard- 
sou,  Riddle,  Robinson,  David  L.  Sevmour,  Origen  S.  Sey- 
mour, Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham 
P.  Stevens,  Stone.  St  Martin,  Strother,  Stuart,  Venable, 
Ward,  WiUiams,  Woodward,  and  Yates— SR. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercroinbie,  Charies  Allen,  William 
Appleton,  Averett,  Babcock,  Barien,  Bennett,  Bibigbaus, 
Bowie,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brooks,  Burrows,  Joseph  Cable, 
Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cartter,  Chapman,  Chastain, 
Cburchwell,  Cleveland,  CI insman,  Curtis.  Dean,  Dockery, 
Evaiw,  Ewing,  Pitch,  Floyd,  Fowler,  Giduings,  Goodenow, 
Grow.  Hammond,  Harper,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Haws.  Has- 
eall,  Haven.  Hebard,  Hibbard,  Houston,  Jobn  W.  Howe, 
Hunter,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  George 
W.  Jones,  J.  Glaitcy  Jones,  George  G.  Kins,  Preston  King, 
Kurtz,  Meacham^  Miller,  Millson,  Miner,  Henry  D.  Moore, 
Morehead)  Morrison.  Murray,  Newton,  Outlaw,  Peaslee, 
Penniman,  Perkins,  RoMe,  Sackett,  Schermerhorn,  School- 
crall,  Schoonmaker,  Scuddder,  Skelton,  Smart,  Stanly, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  Sweetser,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Tbura- 
lon,  Toombs,  Walbridge,  Wallace,  Walsh,  Washburn, 
Watkins,  Welch,  Alexander  White,  and  Wildrick— 00. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
hist  taken.  I  believe  the  previous  question  is  ex- 
hausted. 

TheSPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Ifso,  tlien  thebillandrfportare 
up  again  for  discussion.  I  shall  not  make  many 
remarks  upon  them,  and  regret  that  in  remarks 
which  I  shall  make  I  may  be  compelled  to  make 
allusions  to  the  former  opinions  and  courae  of 
certain  members  upon  this  floor,  in  order  to  throw 
some  light  upon  the  probable  motive  of  their  op- 
position to  the  bill.  I  look  upon  the  bill  as  one 
calculated  merely  to  render  an  act  of  strict  justice 
to  a  Delegate  occupying  a  seat  here.  I  do  not  de- 
fend the  law  of  1818,  as  is  well  known  by  the 
older  members  of  this  House,  because,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Mileage  during  the  last 
Confess,  I  asked  repeatedly  a  modification  of 
that  law.  I  moved  amendments  to  different  ap- 
propriation bills,  asking  a  construction  of  that 
milea^  law  different  from  the  one  now  placed 
upon  It,  or  at  least  asking  that  the  mileage  might 
be  computed  in  altogether  a  different  manner  from 
what  it  now  is.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  older 
members  of  the  House,  that  I  asked  that  the  mile- 
age might  be  computed  by  the  nearest  mail  route, 
as  reported  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  The 
whole  matter,  in  fact,  was  before  the  committee 
of  the  last  Congress,  and  was  brought,  by  that 
committee,  before  this  House.  Amendments,  in 
one  or  two  cases — two  cases,  if  I  mistake  not — 
were  adopted  by  thb  House,  but  a  concurrence  in 
thenx  was  refused  upon  the  part  of  the  other  and 
codrdinate  branch  of  the  legislative  department 
occupying  the  other  wing  of  Uiis  Capitol.  It  was 
manifest,  long  belbrs  the  expiraiion  of  that  Con- 


gress, that  no  material  modification  could  he  ob- 
tained, and  I  fear  even  now— though  I  undtratand 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Milesce  u> 
report  a  bill  making  a  modification  of  that  lav-.I 
say,  I  fear  now  it  will  meet  with  the  same  oppo- 
sition from  the  same  quarter.    I  was  ttmck  some- 
what with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toomss,]  whose  argument  scemt 
to  be  based  upon  the  supposition  that  thia  bUi, 
which  we  are  informed  is  to  be  introduced  by  the 
Committee  on  Mileage,  changing  the  mileaeelaw, 
will  operate  upon  the  present  Congress.    If  so,  I 
grant  there  would  be  an  impropnety  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  because  anotner  oill  from  the 
same  committee,  proposing  a  law  to  operate  upoD 
all  alike,  would  operate,  of  course,  upon  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oregon.    But  the  gentleman  destroyed 
the  effect  of  his  own' argument  by  admittine  to 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Robinson]  that  a  bill  of  uat 
kind  would  not  operate  upon  this  Congress.  Th'  re- 
fore  the  Question  before  the  House  is  simply  this 
— as  no  bill  which  we  can  jpass  will  operate  upon 
the  present  Congress — Shall  we,  during  this  Con- 
fess, put  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  us,  or  shall  we  permit  this  exception 
to  stand  against  him?    Because,  of  course,  when 
that  bill  comes  from  the  Committee  on  Mileage,  it 
will  operate  upon  all  prospectively  alike— upon 
him  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us — and  we  only  ask 
that  he  may,  until  such  a  bill  can  be  operative,  be 
placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  the  House, 
those  included  who  come  from  the  same  coast 
with  himself— from   the  Pacific.     The  Dde^ 
from  Oregon  comes  from  a  country  where— if  I 
may  be  permitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Califor- 
nia [Mr.  Marshall]  to  refer  to  his  arguments 
electioneering  may  cost  ^uite  as  much  as  in  that 
State,  and  be  attended  with  personal  risk  and  ei- 
posure  equally  as  great,  while  the  distance  from 
thence  to  this  city  and  the  expense  of  the  jou^ 
nev,  are  still  greater. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regretted  exceedingly  to  see  the 
activity  exhibited  on  the  part  of  some  members,  in 
opposition  to  this  bill,    it  calls  up  reminiscences 
which  are  by  no  means  pleasant.    I  recognize 
amongst  one  or  two  of  the  roost  active^— not  to  say 
noisy— opponents  of  the  bill,  gentlemen  who  have 
been  extremely  active  heretofore  in  debate-^  so- 
other Congress — in  procuring   or  attempting  to 
procure,  a  change  in  the  mileage  law;  gantteoen 
who  were  candidates  during  the  first  session  of 
that  Consress  for  reflection,  and  were  reieUcted 
during  the  recess,  and  who  during  the  second 
session   of  that  Congress  waited  uj>on  roembei* 
of  the  Committee  on  Milea^,  smd  msisted— after 
they  had  previously  demanded  thata  report  should 
be  made  m  their  favor  for  a  limited  niunber  of 
miles — upon  being  placed  upon  an  equality  with 
other  members.    I  will  name  no  gentleman,  be- 
cause the  reports  of  that  committee,  which  arc  in 
the  hands  or  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  Houss, 
will  show  who  they  are.    By  comparing  these  re- 
ports, a  wide  distinction  will  be  found  to  exist  be> 
tween  the  amount  of  mileage  received  at  the  first 
and  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  by  ca- 
tain  members  who  were  re<&lected  during  the  recess 
between  those  two  sessions.     I  say  that  these 
members,  afleriuikinff  as  a  favor  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Mileage  shoiJd  report  them  entitled  only 
to  mileage  for  a  limited  number  of  miles,  and  after 
this  committee  had  consented  to  make  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule  in  their  behalf,  because 
they  asked  not  for  an  increase,  but  diminution  of 
themileage to  which, bylaw, they  would  beentiile^ 
came  subsequently  to  that  same  committee  soa 
demanded  to  be  put  upon  an  equality  with  other 
members,  and  that  their  mileage  should  be  com- 
puted, in  the  language  of  the  law,  "  by  the  most 
usual  road,**  although  in  one  or  two  instances  thii 
computation  would  make  it  double  the  mileage  of 
th«  previous  session.    That    course  shows  the 
sincerity  of  their  present  professions  in  fevor  of 
the  reduction  of  mileage,  when  that  deduction 
shall  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  one  nwin,  and  one 
man  only.  I  should  not  have  made  thisalluswo-- 
and  I  regret  that  it  became  my  duty  to  do  Jt--*^ 
it  not  been  for  the  fate  of  this  bill— a  fate  produced 
in  a  great  degree  by  their  active  exertions  m  oppo- 
sition to  it.    Now,  sir,  if  the  reason  which  they 
urged,  and  urged  properly  before  theCommUtse. 
on  Mileage,  was  correct  m  their  case,  why  jstf 
not  correct  in  the  case  of  the  Delegate  from  W- 
gon?     They   asked  no    more  than  was  ngw 
under  the  law.    Thty  asked  that  their  milf^ 
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should  be  computed  by  the  "most  usual  road,*' 
alchouffh  it  was  double  the  amount  they  received 
at  the  first  session  of  that  Congress,  which  amount 
had  been  fixed  at  their  own  request.  The  short 
mileage,  for  which  they  were  so  solicitous  during 
the  first  session,  had  probably  been  made  to  an- 
swer its*purpose — they  could  see  no  personal  rea- 
son for  its  continuance.  They  urged  the  increase 
because  the  law  allowed  it  them;  and  the  law  does 
allow  it.  Their  then  reason  in  their  own  case,  is 
a  strong  one  in  faror  of  this  bill,  and  refutes  their 
opposition  to  it.  In  this  case  I  grant  that  a  spe- 
aal  law  applies  to  the  Delmte  from  Oregon.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  urged  that 
Uie  Delegate  was  elected  under  that  law,  and 
therefore  that  he  ou^ht  to  be  allowed  oaly  the 
mileage  specified  in  it.  But  the  Delegate  knew 
not  that  the  law  was  in  force.  He  knew  only 
that  his  predecessor  had  drawn  mileage  under  an- 
other law,  and  that  he  received  a  much  ^eater 
amount  than  that  which  the  special  law,  which  we 
are  now  endeavoring  to  repeal,  would  have  ^iven 
him.  He  knew  that,  and  expected  the  same  in  his 
case.  But  this  special  law  meets  the  committee'in 
the  face,  and  they  cannot  give  him  the  mileage  to 
which  the  law  entitles  the  Representatives  from 
California,  and  every  other  member  upon  this 
floor.  I  have  said,  and  permit  me  to  repeat  it 
again,  that  I  am  not  the  advocate  of  the  law  of 
I8l8,  and  I  trust  that  ^ntlemen  will  see  that  the 
proposition  which  has  just  been  lost  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  desired  modification  of 
that  law.  ft  is  simply  a  question  of  justice  be- 
tween us  and  one  of  our  associates  upon  this  floor. 
Will  you  continue  the  law  thus  aiscriminating 
against  him?  Althotig^h  that  law  was  in  force 
wnen  he  was  elected,  lam  convinced  the  Delegate 
from  Oregon  did  not  know  or  believe  that  it  was. 
Will  you  continue  it  in  force  against  him  to  his  pre- 
radice?  I  will  say,  in  justice  to  him,  that  he  cares 
little  for  the  amount  involved  in  dollars  and  cents, 
but  much  for  the  principle  of  discrimination  against 
himself.  Will  you  continue  it.  and  thereby  de- 
clare to  the  world  your  intention  to  reform  at  the 
expense  of  a  single  member  ?  Or  will  you,  by  its 
repeal,  put  him  upon  an  equal  footing  with  tfie  rest 
of  us,  fuid  then  walk  up  to  the  support  of  a  bill 
which  will  be  reported  from  the  committee  on 
Mileage,  equalizing  the  mileage  of  all  ? 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
atthehandsof  AsBURT  Dickins,  their  Secretary.] 
Mr.  SWEETSER,  (interrupting.)    I  am  in- 
duced to  ask  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Fitch] 
Co  yield  the  floor  a  moment,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  no  misunderstanding  in  relation  to  the  al- 
lusions made  by  him.    It  will  be  recollected  that 
I  served  with  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mf .  FrrcB] 
during  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  upon 
the  Committee  on  Mileage.    I  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  this  House  and  advocate  a  resolution 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  instructing  that  committee  to 
compute  the  mileage  upon  the  nearest  mail  route, 
where  there  were  public  conveyances.    That  res- 
olution met  with  the  fate  of  all  the  other  proposi- 
tions I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  and  advocate 
upon  this  floor,  to  reduce  mileage,  and  it  was  laid 
open  the  table.    And  at  the  last  session  of  the 
bust  Congress,  I  was  inquired  of  by  a  gentleman, 
vhetber  it  would  be  a^eeable  to  me  if  I  were  left 
oflT  from  that  Committee  on  Mileage,  knowing  it 
came  from  the  Speaker?    Feeling  that  I  had  done 
my  duty  faithfully  upon  that  question,  I  answered 
no,  it  would  not.    I  then  made  up  my  miiid  that 
aili  efforts  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  re- 
form this-^as  I  consider  it — evil,  in  my  judgment 
would  be  utterly  useless,  and  1  made  up  my  mind 
never  to  raise  my  voice  again,  while  I  snould  have 
the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  in  favor  of 
fixing  this  question  upon  some  equitable  basis.    I 
think  the  only  remedy  to  be  hoped  for  is  with  the 
people.    I  did  not  act  upon  that  committee  during 
the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  and  1  now 
dasire  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Fitch,]  ana  to  the  country,  that  my  mileage  was 
computed  precisely  the  same  as  I  had  the  honor 
to  compute  it  at  the  previous  session;  and  I  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman  whether  he  will  not  exonerate 
me  from  the  suggestion  which  he  has  made  ? 

Mr.  FITCH.  Certainly  I  do.  I  made  no  al- 
lusion to  my  friend,  [Mr.  Swcbtskr.]  As  to  the 
diflference  which  may  or  may  not  exist  between 
his  mileage  at  the  second  session,  I  do  not  allude 
to  it,  because  I  do  not  know.  I  refer  to  the  mat- 
ter in  genaral  terms. 


Mr.  SWEETSER.  At  this  session  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Mileage  addressed  a 
circular  to  me,  following  the  precedent  set  by  that 
committee  during  the  last  Congress.  I  answered 
him  by  referring  to  the  statement  I  had  made  at 
the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  in  order  that 
I  might  be  perfectly  right  upon  the  question.  I 
know  perfectly  well,  that  the  point  the  gentleman 
makes  here  will  tell  upon  some  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  and  I  have  no  objection  that  it  should.  I 
do  not  know  who  they  are.  I  desire  to  be  under- 
stood at  this  and  at  all  times  in  relation  to  this 
question,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  I  have  no 
change  to  make,  in  this  or  in  any  other  Congress. 
I  believe  there  should  be  some  equitable  arrange- 
ment made  in  relation  to  the  question  of  mileage. 
I  regret  that  I  have  taken  any  part  in  opposmg 
the  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Oregon.  I  entertain  for  that  gentleman 
the  most  kind  feelings,  and  would  be  ^lad  to  do 
him  any  act  of  kindness  in  my  power,  but  I  can- 
not vote  to  increase  his  mileage.  I  return  my 
thanks  to  my  friend  [Mr.  Fitch]  for  permitting 
me  to  make  this  explanation. 

Mr.  FITCH.  A  diflference  in  several  cases  will 
ba>  found  between  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Mileage  for  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the 
last  Congress.  A  part  of  these  changes  were  of  a 
limited  character,  and  appeared  to  be  rendered  ne- 
cessary because  of  inrormation  which  was  ob- 
tained by  the  committee,  either  with  or  without 
inquiry,  of  errors  in  previous  reports.  The  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Swebtskb] 
may  be  correct  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary. 
In  his  case  I  do  not  know  what  action  was  had. 
I  have  already  remarked  that  I  will  not  desigoate 
the  individuals,  if  any  now  have  the  honor  of  hold- 
ing a  seat  upon  this  floor,  who  chose  to  pursue 
the  course  1  have  alluded  to  in  asking  changes  of 
their  mileage,  because  the  reports  themselves  will 
show  who  they  were. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  last  up  said  that  if  he 
could  reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of  auty  to  vote  for 
the  bill  to  extend  the  same  rights  <ff  mileage  to  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon  accruing  to  others  under  the 
law  of  1818,  he  would  cheerfully  do  so.  If  it  is 
wrong  to  extend  it  to  this  Delegate,  it  was  wrong 
to  extend  it  to  his  predecessor.  There  were  no 
objections  made  then .  There  was  not  a  voice  raised 
in  opposition  when  it  was  proposed  to  ^ve  him 
the  mileage  he  drew,  and  whicn  was  muSi  greater 
than  the  amount  which,  under  the  existing  law, 
the  present  Delegate  will  obtain.  The  economy 
advocated  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill  under  dis- 
cussion manifests  itself  at  the  expense  of  only  one 
of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty  occup3ring  a  seat 
upon  this  floof.  We  propose  to  take  from  him  a 
small  sum  to  which,  under  the  law  governing  the 
mileage  of  the  rest  of  us,  he  would  be  enutled. 
Cannot  the  economical  hawks  of  the  House  strike 
at  better  g&ine  than  that?  at  sums  of  greater  mag- 
nitude ?  They  should  not  stoop  to  an  amount  like 
this,  and  especially  when  it  is  to  be  obtained  from 
one  man  only,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  violation 
of  a  principle  which  is  left  operative  in  the  case  of  ^ 
every  other  member.  The  proposition  is  merely 
to  give  to  him  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the 
same  law  Which  extends  to  the  rest  of  us.  I 
should  be  pleased,  sir,  if  these  or  any  remarks  I 
could  submit  would  have  any  eflfect  whatever  in 
persuading  members  to  do  justice  in  the  case. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman,  what  was  the  action  of  the  House 
with  relation  to  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon  at  the  last  session  ?    I  have  never  seen  it. 

Mr.  FITCH.  The  provision  in  reference  to  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon  and  Representatives  from 
California,  was  put  into  a  certain  appropriation 
bill,  extending,  of  course,  by  the  construction  usu- 
ally given  to  such  bills,  to  that  year  only.  By  and 
under  such  provision,  he  drew  mileage  by  the  over- 
land route.  Any  amendment  to  the  annual  appro- 
priation bill  is  construed  to  expire  with  the  expi- 
ration of  the  year  for  which  the  appropriation  was 
provided.  Of  course,  then,  the  amendment  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  relation  to  the  Delegate 
from  Oregon  expired  with  the  termination  of  that 
fiscal  year,  and  of  its  benefit  his  successor  cannot 
avail  himself.  We  propose  now  merely  to  make 
that  provision  continuous,  which  in  the  case  of  the 
previous  Dele^te  was  limited  to  one  year,  or  at 
least  to  make  it  continue  until  the  kw  of  1818  shall 
be  remodeled. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    1  happened  not  to  be  ptm^ 


ent  when  the  vote  was  taken  upon  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  in  reference  to  which , there  is 
nowj5ending  a  motion  to  reconsider.  It  is'a  mat- 
ter of  great  regret  that  Congress  should  be  annoyed 
session  after  session  upon  this  question.  There 
has  not,  I  believe,  been  a  session  for  the  last  ten 
years  but  what  members  have  been  annoyed  by 
the  subject  of  mileage.  What  do  gentlemen  ex- 
pect to  effect  by  it?  Do  certain  gentJemen  mean 
to  make  capital  for  Buncombe,  or  do  they  desire 
in  good  faith  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the  members 
of  Conpess.  The  time  of  that  committee  could 
not  be  better  occupied  than  by  taking  under  con- 
sideration this  subject  of  mileage,  and  bringing  in 
a  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress. 
But  in  reference  to  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  distin- 
guished Delegate  for  whose  especial  benefit  it  is  in- 
tended to  provide,  must  have  Known  full  well  the 
action  of  Congress  when  he  became  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  It  is  my  misfortune,  in 
common  with  others,  not  to  be  versed  in  constitu- 
tional lajnr,  or  upon  legal  questions  generally.  I 
confess  I  thought  that  the  act  of  the  faai  Congress 
was  to  be  general .  I  had  supposed  that  the  action 
of  the  last  Congress  was  to  be  final  and  that  that 
would  be  an  end  of  this  question.  In  that  opinion 
it  appears,  however,  that  I  was  mistaken.  The 
time  of  this  House  has  been  occupied  some  two 
or  three  days  upon  the  matter  of  mileage.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  for  the  existing  law  regulating 
the  mileage  to  operate  justly  and  equitably.  I 
could  single  out  individuals  here  and  show  the  in- 
equah'ty  of  this  law.    I  could  take  the  honorable 

{gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  two  of  his  col- 
eagues,  [Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Watkins,]  who, 
with  myself,  come  here,  traveling  a  distance  of 
some  four  hundred  or  five  hundr^  miles,  which 
requires  four  or  five  days  to  make  the  trip;  while 
there  are  other  members  who  come  more  than 
double  the  distance  in  less  time  and  receive  double 
the  mileage  that  either  of  us  receive;  yet  we  are  not 
disposed  to  complain.  I  am  not  complaining;  but 
it  is  those  who  have  chosen  to  leave  tne  States  and 
to  emigrate  to  Oregon  and  California  and  else- 
where. It  is  the  g^od  fortune  of  those  gentlemen 
to  be  so  remotely  situated  from  th^seat  of  Govern- 
ment. The  amount  that  can  be  saved  from  the 
mileage  will  settle  them  advantageously  upon  the 
lands  of  the  Gk)vemment.  They  can  make  valua- 
ble settlements  there.  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  it  is  proper,  right,  or  just — if  gentlemen  desire 
to  deal  out  even-handed  justice  to  each  man  of  the 
House — that  one  member  shall  receive  a  small  for- 
tune by  way  of  mileage  and  per  diem,  and  another 
get  an  inconsiderable  sum  ?  Can  you  do  justice 
under  the  existing  law  regulating  mileage.'  I  say 
you  cannot.  What  was  the  state  of  the  country 
at  the  passage  of  the  mileage  Itfw  compared  to 
what  it  is  at  the  present  day  ?  Why,  then  mem- 
bers of  Congress  traveled  here  upon  horseback; 
and  now  weliave  the  advantages  of  the  railroad, 
steamboat,  and  other  conveniences;  and  hence  at 
that  time  the  law  operated  more  equitably  than  it 
does  at  present.  I  concur  fully  with  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans.]  If 
I  understand  that  gentleman  correctly,  he  proposed 
an  amendment  to  this  bill  to  give  to  members  of 
Congress  a  fixed  compensation.  I  would  not 
stand  up  here  and  tell  my  constituents  that  I 
would  refuse  to  pay  a  member  of  Congress  just  and 
ample  compensation.  No,  sir,  I  would  not  act  the 
demagogue  in  any  such  way.  The  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  is  little  enough;  and  I  say  now, 
if  the  Committee  on  Mileage  will  take  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration,  and  introduce  a  bill  to  give 
a  fixed  compensation  to  members — say  a  salary 
of  $2,000—1  will  go  for  it,  although  I  have  been 
informed  that  mewibers  who  voted  for  such  a.  law 
some  years  ago  were  not  returned  agz^in.  If  such 
a  vote  as  that  will  gain  the  displeasure  of  my  con- 
stituents, the  sooner  my  political  race  is  run  the 
better.  I  represent  no  such  people.  I  say  that 
it  is  not  only  important  to  members  of  Congress, 
but  it  is  important  to  the  public  business  of  the 
country,  that  you  should  make  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  equal,  as  far  as  it  is  practica- 
ble to  do  so.  I  shall  vote  against  the  reconsider- 
ation of  the  bill.  If  the  bill  is  reconsidered,  I 
snail  vote  against  it;  because,  sir,  I  hold  that  the 
difttin^^ishS  gentleman  from  Oregon,  for  whose 
especial  blenefit  this  bill  is  passed,  has  no  right  to 
complain  of  my  vote;  for  when  he  was  elected  to 
a  teat  upon  this  floor,  he  should  hay«  inferred 
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Uittt  his  mileage  was  not  lo  exceed  $2,500,  as 

Srovided  in  the  orgnnization  of  the  Territory  of 
>regon.  It  was  not  ray  purpose  lo  have  dis- 
cussed the  vote  I  intend  to  give.  My  design  was 
to  bring  the  debate  to  a  close  upon  Uiis  mileage 
question,  which  is  continually  rising  up  as  a 
source  of  annoyance,  f  will  close  my  remarks, 
therefore,  by  calling  for  the  previous  question. 

Several  MEMSERt .    That  is  not  fair.  i 

Mr.  PARKER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  \ 
yield  to  me  a  moment. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    1  will  withdraw  my  call  j 
for  the  previous  question,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  | 
suppose  that  it  was  not  fair.    Or  I  will  retain  the  j 
floor,  yielding  to  the  gentleman,  and  intending 
aAer  he  has  concluded  to  move  to  lay  the  subject 
upon  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  POLK.  There  are  many  gentlemen  who  ' 
desire  to  reply  to  the  gentleman's  able  argument,  ; 
and  I  hope  ne  will  yield  the  floor  unconditionally,  i 

Mr.  McMULLII*!^.  At  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana.  On  Ves^^day, 
when  this  question  was  first  presented,  I  did  not 
expect  to  make  a  remark.  But  I  do  not  feel  that 
it  IS  my  duty  now  to  sit  still  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken 
without  giving  expression  to  a  few  thoughts.  I 
am  satisfied  that  .this  legislation  for  supposed 
emergencies  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  is  wrong. 
This  is  the  evil  that  will  always  attend  us  in  such 
cases  until  remedied;  and  it  can  be  remedied  only 
by  genercd  enactment,  applicable  alike  to  us  as 
wellas  the  Delegate  from  Oregon. 

When  the  organic  law  of  that  far-ofif  Territory, 
as  it  was  then  regarded,  was  made,  we  little 
dreamed  that  we  should  now  be  legislating  as  we 
are  side  by  side  with  the  men  of  California,  of 
Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  But  so  it  is;  here  we  all 
tLTt.  And  Oregon  is  with  us;  but  she  has  not 
come,  she  cannot  come,  like  us,  unless  you  pass 
this  bill. 

We  have  already  spent  in  value  time  enough  of 
this  House  upon  tnis  bill,  and  the  existing  law  in 
discussing  this  question,  to  much  more  than  cover 
the  increased  compensation  that  will  ever  accrue 
from  the  passage  of  this  bill.  And  it  will  be  al- 
ways so,  so  long  as  we  adopt  this  kind  of  local 
ana  special  and  invidious  legislation.  This  is  all 
wrong,  it  seems  to  me,  for  us  sitting  here  as  we 
do  in  the  attitude  of  national  legislators.  There 
is  the  wrong;  and  it  ^es  back  to  that  oi^ganic  law 
which  established  this  difficulty.  And  it  has,  I 
understand,  been  haunting  us  ever  since.  We 
might  have  expected  then  what  has  been  the 
history  of  this  case  since,  that  whenever  your 
appropriation  bills  come  up,  the  question  would 
come  up  about«.putting  the  Delegate  from  Oregon 
upon  the  same  rooting  with  other  members  upon 
this  floor — treating  him  as  the  rest  of  us  are  treat- 
ed ;  because  every  heart  responds  at  once  and  says 
it  is  right.  The  true  question  is  not  whether  tne 
Delegate  deserves  less  or  as  much  as  this  bill  gives 
him,  but  it  is,  Should  the  rule  that  governs  the 
rest  of  us  govern  him?  It  will  be  always  so,' 
whether  we  pass  this  bill  or  not,  that  every  honest 
mind  will  say  there  is  no  reason  for  making  the 
mileage  of  the  Oregon  Delegate  less  than  his  from 
Utah  and  New  Mexico  and  the  members  from 
California,  when  he  makes  a  much  longer  and 
more  perilous  journey  than  they.  If  we  pass  this 
bill,  however,  we  have  settled  the  question;  we 
are  not  disturbed  with  it  any  longer  as  an  isolated 
question;  and  the  sooner  it  comes  up  in  common 
with  the  case  of  each  one  of  us  upon  this  floor,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  country;  for  this  question  is 
one  about  which  the  public  mind  is  particularly 
restive.  It  will  be  restive  until  we  provide  for  it, 
and  we  should  do  it.  But  it  is  never  to  be  done 
in  this  sideling  sort  of  way.  I  am  for  passing 
this  bill  for  the  purpose,  if  no  other,  of  getting  rid 
of  this  question  at  this  time;  for  in  the  first  place, 
we  can  only  get  rid  of  it  by  passing  this  bill ;  and 
I  tell  gentlemen  here,  whether  they  are  political 
friends  of  mine  or  opponents — and  the  gentleman 
for  whose  benefit  this  bill  is  introduced  is  no  po- 
litical friend  of  mine,  and  never  has  been — I  tell 
gentlemen  of  all  parties,  if  our  object  be  economy, 
we  will  have  to  pass  this  bill,  for  either  this  bill, 
or  some  other  application  in  a  different  form,  will 
come  up  that  will  cause  us  more — ten  times  more, 
peradventure — than  is  involved  here.  For  this 
character  of  legislation  is  wrong.  The  mileage 
law  which  exists  now  should  not  be— cannot  be 


— remedied  in  detail,  but  must  be  remedied  by  a 

feneral  bill.     Where  is  the  man. upon  this  floor, 
care  not  from  what  part  of  the  country  becomes, 
that  would  submit  to  be  laid  upon  the  Procrustean 
bed  of  this  special  legislation,  and  have  himseif 
measured  off*,  and  cut  ofli",  if  perchance  he  were 
fancied  to  be  a  little  too  long,  and  drawn  out  a 
little,  if  too  short.    The  legislation  is  certainly 
wrong.    It  looks  to  me,  with  due  respect  for  hon- 
orable gentlemen  and  deference  to  the  House,  that 
it  is  ignominious — for  we  are  all  equals — we  should 
so  treat  each  other,  and  be  treated.  It  is  said,  how- 
ever, in  reference  to  my  friend  from  Oregon,  that 
he  accepted  his  seat  under  this  law  as  it  is,  and 
therefore  he  has  no  right  to  complain.     Has  he 
complained?    lias  he  opened  his  mouth  in  refer- 
ence to  this  cAse  ?    Noy  sir;  no,  sir;  nor  would  he 
if  he  remained  here  until  the  resurrection  gun  is 
fired.   I  have  known  that  gentleman  in  otherdays. 
I  have  known  him  in  civil  as  well  as  in  military 
life,  and  he  is  among  the  l^st  of  men  that  you  will 
ever  hear  complaining  in  a  case  of  this  kind.    It 
is  his  friends  here,  who  know  his  high  deserving, 
and  see  this  invidious  legislation  standing  against 
him,  that  come  forward  and  complain  of  the  man- 
ner  in  which  he  is  treated.     Inasmuch,  hoM^ever, 
gentlemen  still  tell  us,  as  he  accepted  this  position 
under  the  law  as  it  is,  we  should  hold  him  to  it. 
Now,  I  appeal  to  my  political  friehds  here  if  they 
are  disposed  to  mete  out  that  kind  of  dealing  to 
the  gentleman  under  these  circumstances  ?    Could 
we  look  with  any  degree  of  complacency  upon 
such  treatment  as  that  towards  a  gentleman  of 
our  school— one  by  us  deemed   worthy  of  our 
kindest  regards,  and  that  gentleman  now  standing 
in*  the  attitude  this  one  does?  I  have  seen  too  much 
of  human  nature — J  cannot  think  so;  no,  sir.   Did 
he  belong  to  the  same  political  church,  make  his 
devotions  in  the  same  temple  of  worship  with  us, 
where  would  we  be  then  ?    I  know  full  well  where 
we  would  be.     If  one  of  ours,  had  come  from  that 
far-off*  region  with  his  life  in  his  hand — ^with  signal 
military  honors  crowned — as  well  as  with  civic 
wreaths  upon  his  brow,  as  this  Delegate  has 
come,  I  cannot  mistake  where  our  hearts  and  our 
heads  would  be.    There  is  hardly  one  of  us  upon 
this  floor,  1  dbubt  whether  there  is  any,  who  would 
say  of  that  brother  of  ours  anything  else  than  that 
he  ought  to  be  put  in  the  same  predicament  with 
all  othsr  members.    This  is  the  view  I  have  of 
the  matter.    I  have  felt  so  in  other  days — so  have 
my  opponents;   I  feel  so  now,  and  so  do  they. 
Look  you,  again,  at  this  thing.    Because  he  ac- 
cepted it  under  these  circumstances,  therefore  he 
is  to  be  held  to  it — he  is  so  bound  !    There  is  no 
reason,  no  justice,  no  logic  in  aShylock-argument 
of  that  character,  in  my  humbfe  judgment.    I 
know  my  friend  full  well.   What  I  say  for  him,  I 
beheve  I  may  suy  for  nine  tenths  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  little  Territory  on  the  Pacific  slope — 
little  in  numbers  yet,  but  magnificent  in  prospect — 
if  there  were  no  mileage  here  at  all,  suffering  as 
they  have  and  do,  there  is  that  number  to  be  found 
there  who  would  come  here  tor  higher  and  purer 
motives  than  money,  had  they  the  ability,  and  act 
for  that  Territory.    This  gam  to  him  m  money 
was  not  thought  of  when  he  came  here,  or  thought 
of  by  him  when  he  was  elected.    He  has  given 
evidence  enough  to  the  country,  that  he  has  a 
heart,  and  kind  of  gallantry  about  him — a  love  of 
country,  that  would  have  induced  him  to  have 
acted  gratuitously  in  the  whole  matter,  had  it  been 
required  at  his  hands,  and  he  able  to  do  so.    It 
seems  to  me  that  this  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to 
us.    This  is  the  first  time  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  country,  that  we  have  had  a  law  of  the  kind, 
which  by  this  bill  we  seek  to  abrogate.    It  is  well 
it  has  been  so,  for  had  it  been  otherwise,  I  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  supposing  that  we  would  have  had 
all  these  difiiculties  every  session  of  Congress 
since  its  enactment  that  we  have  now,  and  will 
have,  until  this  wrong  is  remedied. 

I  know  very  well,  as  I  have  already  indicated, 
there  are  great  outrages  connected  with  these  mile- 
age transactions,  and,  as  I  stated,  the  country  is 
all  alive  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  it  ought  to 
be  remedied.  The  country  calls  for  it,  and  we 
should  respond  without  delay.  It  can  never  be 
remedied,  however,  in  the  form  of  the  old  law — 
the  legislation  we  now  seek  to  remedy,  but  aggra- 
vates the  difficulty,  and  we  only  make  ours^ves 
ridiculous,  it  seems  to  me,  with  due  defference, 
when  we  attempt  it.  Let  us  wipe  that  out,  and 
go  zealously  to  work  and  remedy  the  whole  evil 
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enveloping  each  one  of  us,  and  then,  and  then 
only,  will  the  country  be  quiet.  It  seems  lo  mt, 
then,  that  tne  upshot  of  the  whole  matter  is,  if  we 
get  rid  of  the  present  dilHcuUy,  we  must  passa  thiB 
bill.  And  as  the  whole  Question  now  stands, it  ia 
right  and  proper  that  it  should  be  done.^ 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  am  one  of  the  membera 
who  voted  against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  1  be- 
lieve this  whole  subject  of  mneage  demands  revis- 
ion, ajid  I  am  of  the  opinion  tlmt  the  amount  of 
mileage  which  has  been  fixed  for  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon  is  sufficient  in  any  case;  and  that  our  busi- 
ness and  object  now  should  be  rather  to  equalize 
the  mileage  of  other  members  than  to  raise  it  in 
that  case.  I  am  not  convinced  by  the  arguDifnt<i 
which  have  been  introduced  by  the  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  side,  and  certainly  not  by  any  which 
have  been  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Parker.]  I  do  not  believe  that  tj^e 
members  upon  this  side  of  the  House  would  be 
influenced  to  vote  differently  were  the  gentleman 
whose  mileage  is  in  question  here,  a  member 
of  their  party.  I  will  not  be  judged  in  that  man- 
ner. It  has  been  said  that  whoever  deciarea  all 
men  to  be  scoundrels,  at  least  proves  that  there 
is  one.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Pae- 
ker]  may  measure  others  by  his  own  feelings  of 
what  he  would  be  constrained  to  do;  but  I  appr^ 
head  that  would  not  be  the  way  in  which  gentle- 
men ought  to  be  judged.  I  beheve  there  are  gen- 
tlemen upon  the  other  side  who  have  viewed  this 
matter  as  we  do.  This  has  been  no  party  viev. 
It  has  been  no  party  question ;  and  it  should  not 
be  so.  The  question  is,  whether  we  shall  rcwd 
this  law,  and  thereby  raise  the  mileage  of  the  Del- 
egate from  Oregon;  and  whether  it  is  sufScientas 
it  is  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  $2,500  is  enough 
to  pay,  and  amply  pay  any  man  who  ]ive.<t  in  any 
part  of  this  Union  for  his  traveling  expenses,  and 
for  his  coming  to  the  capital.  I  haveno  quesuon 
that  many  members  are  over  paid — extravagantly 
paid — and  I  would  desire  this  House  to  take  tin; 
matter  in  hand,lo  eoualize  the  mileage,  nnd  to 
make  it  what  it  should  be.  I  am  altogether  op- 
posed to  any  measure  or  any  vote  which  shall 
nave. a  tendency  to  increase  the  mileage j)f  a  single 
member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  am  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House  who  voted  against  tlie  bill  under  coo< 
sideration.  I  hold  the  privilege,  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  of  voting  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  my  conscience;  nor  do  I  ndld  rayaeh" 
amenable  to  any  other  gentleman  upon  the  floor, 
to  call  in  question  the  right  or  propriety  of  that 
vote.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Indiima  [Mr. 
Parker]  was  entirely  beyond  his  own  jurisdiction, 
or  any  right  he  has  as  a  member  upon  this  floor, 
in  undertaking  to  take  members  to  task  as  to  the 
propriety  of  their  votes,  and  applying  to  the  ac- 
tion of  tnis  House,  or  the  action  ota  past  Congress, 
the  term  ignominious.  He  must  be  lelt  toiheex- 
ercise  of  his  own  taste  in  relation  to  the  terms  he 
I  do  not  know  but  what  it  is  in  acconlance 
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with  the  taste  of  that  gentleman.  In  my  estima- 
tion, however,  he  is  branding  opprobrious  epiiheu 
upon  the  laws  of  this  country — upon  the  action  of 
this  body,  which  he  is  not  entitlea  to  iise.  He  is 
exercising  an  immunity  beyond  his  right.  I  do 
not  know  what  right  that  gentleman  has  to  say 
that  the  members  of  this  House,  in  giving:  tlieir 
votes,  place  themselves  in  a  ridiculous  attitude. 
I  do  not  know  what  there  is  peculiar  about  thi« 
bill  more  than  others,  which  should  call  for  the 
exercise  of  any  such  language,  or  justify  any  such 
liberties,  by  any  member  of  this  House.  The 
vote  may  be  right,  or  it  may  be  wrong.  1  tak«  it, 
where  tlie  question  is  so  "hearly  balanced  as  it  w 
here,  Uiat  there  is  some  excuse  for  any  gcnikmsn 
who  shall  give  his  vote,  even  if  he  does  iliflerfronl 
some  other  gentleman.  It  has  been  said  here  in 
relation  to  this  law,  that  it  is  placing  this  milea^ 
principle  in  an  unjust  position.  I  do  not  know 
what  mjustice  there  is  about  it.  I  have  «<*^  '^"J'^ 
one  gentleman ,  who  has  undertaken  to  show  that  the 
pay  given  to  this  Delate  from  Oregon  was  not  an 
equivalent  for  the  services  he  renders  here.  But  they 
say  he  does  not  get  as  much  as  some  other  pwjoj**- 
Does  that  make  it  unjust  ?  The  organic  law  of  tM 
Territory,  which  gave  him  a  right  to  reprewnt  tw^ 
people  here,  fixes  his  compensation,  ne  wu 
elected  under  that  law,  and  came  here  under  "*« 
law.  Is  there  anything  unjust  about  that?  1  M« 
noi  heard  gentlemen  explain  what  they  mew  oj 
the  injustice  of  the  law.    Everything  was  regtiiar 
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in  rtfcrenct  to  iu  It  was  a  mare  act  of  Con^^reaa 
by  which  he  came  here  at  all.  There  has  been  no 
deoepcion,  no  imposition  practiced  at  all.  But  the 
eentieman  says,  the  Deleeate  ii  not  complainine*,  I 
00  not  know  why  gentlemen  are  so  forward  in 
their  com  plaints,  when  they  say  the  Delegate  him- 
seif,  who  is  the  person  to  oe  affected  by  Uieir  ac- 
tion, is  not  himself  complaining.  If  he  is  satis- 
fied, I  do  not  know  why  gentlemen  should  get  up 
and  undertake  to  read  us  a  lecture  upon  dereliction 
of  duty,  when  the  person  who  is  to  receive  the 
benefit  cif  our  act  is  nimself  satisfied  with  the  law 
as  it  is.  Gentlemen  sav,  that  it  is  a  discrimination 
between  this  case  ana  others.  The  case  itself 
makes  the  discrimination,  and  it  is  not  the  law 
which  nlliKes  it.  The  law  has  only  applied^ itself 
to  the  case  as  it  is.  All  of  us  admit  here,  that 
there  is  a  great  inequality — an  unreasonable  in- 
equality in  Uie  compensation  of  members,  growing 
out  of  the  mileage;  and  the  further  the  iirai vidua! 
is  removed  fVom  the  seat  of  Government,  the  greater 
IS  the  inequality.  That  is  the  reason  why  tne  law 
has  provided  for  this  case  of  the  Dele^te  of  Ore- 
gon. The  distance  being  so  great,  it  would  be 
monstrous  that  hfi  should  come  under  the  same 
rules  fixing  his  milesge,  as  a  member  living  within 
one  or  two  hundred  miles  of  the  capital.  I  hold 
that  there  is  no  injustice,  nothing  wron^  in  it;  and 
while  gentlemen  say  the  whole  system  is  wrong,  I 
say  where  is  the  propriety,  when  we  have  made 
one  single  advance,  however  small  it  may  be,  to- 
wards correcting  an  evil,  in  going  back  again  to 
the  point  whence  we  started,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  evil  still  worse  tlian  it  now  is  ? 

This  House,  1  believe,  did  pass  a  bill  at  the  last 
Conrress,  but  it  did  not  become  a  law — a  bill  dic- 
tated by  the  sense  and  iudgment  of  the  House, 
and  rendered  necessary  oy  the  circumstances  of 
the  case— by  which  all  the  members  of  this  House, 
whether  Representatives  of  States  or  Delegates 
from  Territories,  living  at  the  other  side  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  were  to  receive  no  more  than 
a  certain  compensation,  and  that  was  $2,500.  It 
was  said,  by  the  last  Congress,  that  f3,500  was 
sufficient  compensation  for  anv  gentleman  living 
the  other  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  Vas 
considered  by  the  last  Congress  that  |2,500  was 
sufficient  compensation  to  tne  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon, whoever  he  might  be.  I  do  not  think,  under 
the  circum8tance»--lcnowing  the  circumstances 
under  which  Conj^ess  then  ncted^-that  that  law 
is  to  be  characterized  by  gentlemen  here  as  being 
ignominous. 

If  there  is  any  further  legislation  necessary  to 
place  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  upon  a  footing 
with  others,  let  us  not  go  back  and  disturb  this 
law,  which  has  made  a  commencement  in  the  di- 
rection, which  all  say  is  the  right  one,  but  let  \ih 
foUow  it  up  in  other  cases. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose,  that  upon  the  pas- 
safe  of  this  bill  quiet  will  be  restored  upon  this 
subject  of  nuleage.  Why,  it  seems  to  me  only  a 
renewal  of  the  agitation  on  the  subject.  The 
mileage  of  members  of  Congress  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint  and  of  severe  remark,  and  al- 
ways will  be  while  the  inequality  is  kept  up.  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  any  more  easy  matter  to  rec- 
oncile this  whole  subject  aAer  having  placed  this 
back  again,  than  if  we  were  to  start  from  this 
point,  if  anything  has  been  gained,  and  all  seem 
to  admit  that  something  has  been. 

Gendemen  talk  about  the  great  expense  of  get- 
ting elected  to  Congress,  and  think  that  tney 
ought,  therefore,  to  have  very  large  compensation. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  ought  to  usten  to  such  ar- 
guments as  that.  It  does  not  always  follow— al- 
though it  may  be  the  case  at  present — that  Uie 
meoEiDer  or  delegate  who  lives  furthest  from  the 
veal  of  Government  should,  therefore,  receive  the 
targeat  compensation,  as  the  one  whose  election 
win  cost  him  the  most.  It  may  be  so  now,  but  it 
rertainly  is  not  so  always,  and  therefore  that  con- 
sideration cannot  be  taken  into  account  for  the 
purpose  of  judging  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
law,  or  the  amount  of  the  compensation.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  very  good  policy  either,  to  foster 
the  idea  that  we  are,  by  means  of  compensation, 
to  hold  out  inducements  to  persons  who  may  be- 
come candidates  for  election  here  to  make  use  of 
very  extraordinarv  means  to  obtain  that  election. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  deliberate  sense  of  this 
Houm  has  been  expressed  in  the  vote  taken  this 
morning,  and  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  recon- 
aider .   1  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  Hoa«e  have 


by  that  vote  given  a  candid  and  praiseworthy  ex- 
pression of  their  judgment  upon  this  ouestion, 
without  being  at  all  affected  oy  any  political  or 
party  considerations.  As  has  been  very  well  and 
properly  remarked,  it  has  not  been  a  party  vote, 
and  a  question  of  tills  sort  never  shoula  be.  It  is 
a  question  that  never  can  at  ditl^rent  times  affect 
parties  in  the  same  way.  It  may  aflect  one  po- 
litical organization  favorably  to-day  and  another 
to-morrow* 

Sir,  1  trust  that  after  the  discussion  and  delibera- 
tion that  has  been  had  upon  this  subject  on  yester- 
day and  to-day,  and  the  opportunity  that  has  been 
aflorded  gentlemen  to  make  up  their  minds  thor- 
oughly, we  shall  not  now  wheel  about  and  change 
the  result,  merely  because  there^ay  be,  nerhaps, 
with  some  individuals  a  disposition  to  nnd  fault 
and  cavil  and  complain  of  the  result  because  they 
think  it  is  going  to  affect  one  of  their  friends  unfa- 
vorably. J  trust  the  vote  thus  deliberately  taken 
and  recorded  will  be  permitted  to  stand. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  think  this  question  has  been 
sufficiently  discussed,  and  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Oh,  no  !'T 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that  motion. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
desires  to  make  any  remarks  I  will  withdraw  it. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
wididrawn. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  wish  to  oflfcr  a  few  observa- 
tions in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  first 
up,  [Mr.  FiTCB,]  and  also  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  last  up,  [Mr.  PAEXEa.]  The  friends  of 
this  bill  demand  its  passage  upon  the  allegation 
that  tlie  existinjB^  law  is  unjust.  That  is  the  only 
argument  or  the  only  statement  which  I  have 
heard  made  by  them.  I  lay  out  of  the  account 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Parker,]  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  passed  in  order 
to  save  the  time  of  the  House.  A  little  more  ex- 
perience in  this  House  will  show  that  gentleman 
that  he  is  mistaken,  and  that  the  absence  of  dis- 
cussion here  does  not  facilitate  adjournments. 
The  most  harmless  time  which  is  spent  by  the 
Hous/of  Representatives,  he  Mrill  find,  is  that 
spent  in  discussion.  I  lay  out  of  the  account,  also, 
the  argument  mode  by  the  gentleman  upon  the 
personal  merits  of  the  sitting  member  from  Ore- 
gon. I  doubt  not  that  they  are  as  great  as  he  rep- 
resents them  to  be,  but  tnat  is  not  a  legitimate 
consideration  in  this  question.  I  lay  out  of  the 
account  the  charges  made  by  the  other  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Fitch,]  against  certain  mem- 
bers of  this  House  respectmg  their  course  upon 
this  subject  before  and  aAer  their  elections.  It 
may  be  true  of  not  true  as  re^rds  those  gentle- 
men, but  it  cannot  affect  this  question  at  all. 
Whether  certain  gentlemen  took  one  courae  with 
reference  to  mileage  before  their  elections  and 
another  aAer,  does  not  show  this  law  to  be  unjust, 
and  it  is  for  those  who  stand  in  that  cate^ry  to 
defend  themselves.  These  are  mere  outside  in- 
fluences that  are  brought  up  to  affect  this  question. 

When  the  bill  organizing  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon passed  this  House,  the  mileage  of  no  member 
of  the  House  went  as  high  as  |2,500.  That  sum 
was  beyond  the  mileage  paid  to  any  member  of 
this  House,  and  Congress  limited  the  mileage  of 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon  to  |2,500.  It  was  not 
unjust  then,  unless  it  was  inadequate;  and  its  in- 
justice therefore  must  be  based  entirely  and  exclu- 
sively upon  its  inadequacy.  I  will  aemonstrate, 
that  if  there  was  injustice,  the  injustice  was  upon 
more  than  half  the  members  of  this  House.  Sub- 
seouenUy  California  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
ana  the  milrage  of  its  Representatives  was  also 
limited  by  this  House,  but  the  limitation  was  re- 
ject^ by  the  other  House;  and  the  same  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

Well,  the  House  fixed  that  hmitation  because 
it  believed  that  after  the  payment  of  traveling  ex- 
penses, it  leA  sufficient  salary.  It  leA  more  salary 
than  was  given  to  two  thirds  of  all  the  members 
of  this  House,  and  I  say  that  it  does  to-day;  aAer 
dcflucting  treveUng  expenses,  it  leaves  more  salary 
now,  out  of  this  mileage,  than  is  paid  to  two 
thirds  of  the  membera  of  this  House.  Where, 
then,  is  the  injustice?  Why,  it  seems  to  be  based 
upon  the  falacious  idea  that  it  is  unjust  because 
three  or  four  gentlemen  in, this  House  get  more 
by  a  different  rule— that  is,  by  tlie  law  of  1818. 
Now,  all  seem  to  admit  that  the  law  of  1818  works 
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unequally  and  unjustly.  These  very  gentlemen 
themselves  say  so,  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  go 
back  to  a  rule  acknowledged  to  be  wrong,  as  a 
measure  of  justice.  Both  the  gentlemen  from  In- 
diana say  that  the  rule  adopted  by  the  act  of  1818 
is  wrong.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  over  the 
way  [Mr.  Fitch]  told  the  House  that  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mileage  of  the  last 
Congress,  and  endeavored  to  correct  that  wrong, 
but  failed;  and  now  he  asks  that  you  ahall  go 
back  to  a  rule  which  he  has  himself  declared  to  oe 
wrong. 

But  the  injustice  seems  to  be  based  on  the  idea 
that  there  are  three  or  four  membera  on  this  floor 
who  receive  more  mileage  than  the  Delegate  from 
Oresroii.  If  his  compensation  is  sufficient  and  just 
of  itftelf,  is  it  unjust  because  you  do  not  give  him 
what  other  membera  get,  and  what  this  House 
has  repeatedly  declared  to  be  unjust?  That  is  a 
most  singular  system  oC  reasoning. 

Mr.  OTUART,  (interposing.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  find 
upon  inouiry  that  one  of  the  members  from  Texas 
receives  between  twenty-four  and  twenty-five  hun- 
dred doIlara,and  the  other  three  thousand  dollara. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  That  very  biU  of  limitation, 
limited  all  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
$1,500.  If  one  of  the  membera  from  Texas  gets 
$3,000,  you  only  state  another  case  of  grosser  in- 
justice. That  is  all.  Well,  I  do  not  see  how  you 
can  remove  injustice  by  multiplying  unjust  cases; 
yet  that  is  what  you  propose  to  do. 

Mr.  STUART,  (interrupting.)  My  idea  is, 
that  the  man  who  travels  five  hundred  miles — the 
facilities  being  nearly  alike — ^makes  as  much  pro* 
portionate  profit  on  his  mileage,  as  the  man  who 
travels  five  thousand  miles.  Every  member's 
mileage  is  calculated  on  the  principle  of  so  many 
cents  per  mile.  Now  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  to  show  the  House  how  this  rule  is  right 
up  to  four  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles,  and  be- 
comes so  radically  wrobg  when  you  get  up  to  three 
or  five  thousand  miles. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  say  that  the  principle  is 
wrong;  that  it  is  not  a  correct  principle.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  to  come  to  this  House  from  the 
western  part  of  Texas,  both  in  expense  and  phys- 
ical suffering  and  risk — ^if  they  are  to  enter  into 
the  consideration — than  it  is  to  come  from  San 
Francisco.  Every  gentleman  knows  that.  It  does 
not  depend  entirely  upon  distance,  but  then,  on 
account  of  the  distances,  and  the  expansion  of  the 
limits  of  the  Republic,  and  the  fiicilitios  for  travel- 
ing in  this  country,  the  compensation  having  been 
always  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  travding  ex- 
penses, it  has  become  an  important  and  material 
Item  of  salary.  The  House,  therefore,  said  that 
when  a  man  could  come  from  San  Francisco  for 
$300,  and  raturn  for  $300,  he  should  only  have 
$1,900  as  salary.  A  great  many  membera  get  no 
salary  at  all.  In  some  cases,  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  traveling,  it  is  only  half  of  the  mileage; 
in  othera  it  is  not  five  per  cent.  It  is  a  mistaken 
idea,  that  we  can  correct  injustice  by  making  the 
act  of  1818  the  rule,  which  is  itself  an  unjust  rule. 
There  is  the  difficulty. 

Now  if  $2,500  is  just  compensation  for  a  Dele- 
gate from  the  western  coast  of  America,  it  is  not 
uhjust  because  there  are  two  other  gentlemen  here 
from  that  portion  of  the  Republic  who  receive 
$5,000,  because  that  has  been  repeatedly  declared 
by  the  House  to  be  un^st  and  improper  compen- 
sation. Why  is  it  unjust  not  to  make  another 
such  case?    That  is  what  you  ask  us  to  do. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana,  (interrupting.)  Th^ 
gentleman  has  misstated  my  position — of  courae, 
unintentionally.  The  rule  is  unjust.  It  is  just 
that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should  receive 
the  mileage  that  he  does  now,  because  the  rest  of 
us  receive  the  mileage  that  we  do.  ^ut  if  we  re- 
ceived the  mileage  that  we  oufht  to  receive,  his 
mileage  would  be  unjust.  The  rule  is  wrong;  and 
my  objection  to  the  special  law  in  relation  to  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon  is  this,  that  you  have  taken 
him  from  under  the  operation  of  the  unjust  rule 
and  made  special  legislation  in  regard  to  mm.  We 
ought  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the  whole,  and  not 
in  regard  to  individual  cases. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  a^ee  with  the  gentleman. 
But  the  very  fact  that  this  case  is  theomy  one  that 
has  been  taken  out  from  under  the  unjust  rule, 
makes  it  a  just  case,  and  the  gentleman  therefore 
wishes  to  overturn  the  only  just  case.  According 
%»  hii  aifomeot,  we  must  go  backwards.   That  is 
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progressing:  with  a  vengeance !  Not  having  been 
able,  on  account  of  the  conflict  of  interests  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  to  eeiablish  a  rule  of  jus- 
tice, but  only  to  do  partial  justice  by  taking  this 
case  from  under  the  unjust  nile,  we  must  now 
reverse  that  partial  justice  and  do  universal  wrong ! 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana,  r interrupting. J 
Does  the  gentleman  think  it  just  that  we  should 
take  the  gentleman  from  Oregon,  and  make  him 
an  excepuon  to  the  rulfe,  whether  just  or  unjust? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  hold  that  an  approximation 
to  justice,  or  to  a  remedy  for  injustice,  is  right, 
whether  it  offends  me  or  anybody  else.  This 
brings  roe  to  another  portion  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  There  is  a  certain 
class  of  economists  in  this  House  which  I  hKve 
observed  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  who  will 
favor  any  measure  coming  from  whatever  source, 
by  whicn  they  can  cut  off  wrong  or  extravagant 
expenditures.  But  there  is  another  class  who  are 
always  preaching  economy — who  arc  always 
ready  to  apply  the  rule  of  economy,  and  get  eco- 
nomical upon  every  case  except  the  one  before 
the  House.  They  say,  Why  S^  over  yonder  and 
take  that  case — take  any  case— any  bill  except 
this  one,  and  I  will  be  with  you. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  ?  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the  Galphin  claim  ? 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  did,  sir,  and  I  consider  voting 
for  just  claims  as  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  a 
statesman,  and  I  shall  continue  to  vote  for  such 
claims  as  long  as  I  hold  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  1 
would  scorn  that  economy  which  withholds  jus- 
tice from  a  public  deumant  on  account  of  puolic 
clamor. 

Mr.  FITCH .  That  is  precisely  what  I  am  con- 
tending for.  I  do  not  want  to  make  an  unjust  dis- 
crimination a^nst  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Oregon,  even  if  the  practice  is  wrong.  Let  it  apply 
to  all  alike. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Well,  sir,  this  class  of  econo- 
mists are  always  ready  to  cover  up  their  own  in- 
iquities, their  extravagance,  and  their  blunders, 
by  running  down  even  just  claims  which  the 
Gfovernment  are  bound  to  pay.  That  is  a  part  of 
my  experience  here.  They  have  intimidatea  some, 
but  they  have  not  others,  and  they  never  will. 
These  are  the  economists  who,  when  they  are  can- 
didates for  election,  you  cannot  name  a  resolution 
for  economy  that  they  will  not  vote  for.  But  when 
they  come  nere,  in  tnis  House,  and  any  proposi- 
tion for  retrenchment  comes  up,  then  they  will  say, 
this  is  a  small  matter;  why  trouble  the  House 
about  such  small  matters,  when  there  is  so  much 
worthy  of  prunning  by  the  House  ?  These  are  th  e 
economists  who  always  preach  economy,  but  never 
vote  for  a  proposition  for  removing  a  matter  of 
abuse,  no  matter  how  clear  it  may  be.  Now ,  I  take 
it  that  the  best  place  to  be^  this  reform  is  in  this 
House.  It  will  arm  us  with  a  moral  power  to  re- 
duce the  already  increased  and  constantly  increas- 
ing expenses  otth  b  Government.  Put  it  right  here, 
and  then  you  will  be  able  to  effect  retrenchments  in 
other  branches  of  the  Government,  without  the 
Dear  of  the  abuses  in  this  House  being  brought  up 
in  judgment  against  you,  in  the  hustings  and  else- 
where.   That  is  the  trouble  about  it. 

Now,  in  relation  to  this  compensation,  I  am  in 
favor  of  holding  on  to  all  we  have  eot  in  the  way 
of  retrenchment,  and  of  ^ning  all  we  can.  1 
believe  this  maximum  which  has  been  established 
is  6  just  one.  It  gives  this  Delegate  a  compen- 
%ation  which,  in- my  judgment,  is  cfoing  him  bet- 
ter justice  than  is  done  to  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  1  am  in  favor  of  fixing  the 
compensation  of  members  upon  a  just  ground.  I 
believe  a  majority  of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
regard  it  as  too  little,  f  have  voted,  and  am  ready 
to  vote  to  iiTceasc  it.  But  I  desire  that  it  shall  be 
fixed  upon  just  and  equitable  principles.  That  is 
my  nnncipie  of  economy.  I  am  not  for  fixing 
the  lowest  salaries;  but  I  believe  this  question 
ought  to  be  fixed  permanently  by  the  House.  I 
wish  to  increase  these  cases  exceptional  to  the 
general  rule,  as  the  means  of  bringing  about  gen- 
eral justice.  You  have  got  one  case — ^keep  it! 
It  is  not  unjust.  It  is  not  unfair.  The  compen- 
sation is  enough.  Bring  down  the  others  within 
the  rule— one  at  a  time,  if  you  can — all  at  once,  if 
you  can;  but  stand  by  what  you  have  sained,  if 
you  honestly  intend  to  be  economical  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania.      I  regret 


that  this  question  was  not  brought  before  the 
House  in  its  true  shape;  then  we  would  under- 
stand how  to  Yote  upon  it. 

I  understand  the  question  before  us  to  be  this: 
By  the  organic  law  of  Oregon,  passed  several 
years  ago,  that  Territory  became  entitled  to  a  Del- 
egate upon  this  floor,  who,  upon  coming  here, 
was  to  receive  the  pay  of  a  member,  and  for  mile- 
age $2,500.  Under  that  organic  law,  a  gentle- 
man was  appointed  as  Governor  of  that  Territory, 
and  that  gentleman  was  supposed  to  know  that 
law.  I  understand  that  he  was  the  same^entle- 
man  who  now  occupies  a  seat  upon  this  floor  as 
Delegate  from  that  Territory.  It  has  been  insin- 
uated that  he  did  not  know  of  such  a  l^w.  Now, 
that  gentleman  ha^  ^cted  as  Governor  of  Oregon, 
and  ido  not  suppose 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  did  not  insinuate  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Oregon  did  not  know  of  such  a  hiw. 
I  said  the  Delegate  to  the  last  Conn-ess  from  that 
Territory  [Mr.  Thurston]  came  here  under  the 
same  law,  and  yet  received  much  more  than 
$2,500;  and  I  intimated  that  he.might  have  justly 
supposed  that  some  law  had  been  adopted  subse- 
quently making  such  provision  as  allowed  a  greater 
compensation  than  $2,500. 

Mr.  STEVENS.  Ah  !  Then  he  did  not  know 
what  were  the  laws  of  his  own  Territory !  He 
did  not  know  but  the  organic  law  had  been 
changed !  I  cannot  presume  so  much  upon  the 
ignorance  of  the  gentleman  who  represents  that 
respectable  portion  of  the  country^  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  came  here  knowing  the  law  of  his 
Territory,  for  he  was  bound  to  know  it.  He 
came  here  as  a  Delegate  for  $2,500  mileage.  Now 
when  he  came  here  the  first  of  December  last,  he 
was  entitled  to,  and  had  a  vested  right  to  that  mile- 
age, and  the  Grovernment  had  a  vested  right  to  his 
services  for  that  mileage  and  his  pay.  Here  were 
two  vested  rights.  He  was  entitled  to  it;  and  now 
do  you  want  to  give  him  more  ?  Do  you  want  to 
give  a  ffratuity  to  that  Delegate  ?  If  you  do,  bring  in 
a  fair  bill.  &ty  it  is  enacted  by  this  Congress  Uiat 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  make  a  gratu- 
ity to  General  Lane — I  believe  that  is  his  name — 
of  $4,000.  For  what?  Why  the  gentleman^could 
not  stand  as  well  as  Ghdphin  did.  For  nothing — 
no  pretence  of  services  rendered. 

Mr.  FITCH.  WiU  the  genUeman  allow  me  a 
moment,  for  it  is  the  only  way  I  can  get  the  ear  of 
the  House  ?  ^  What  service  dia  the  eentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens]  render  this  House 
or  the  country,  while  he  was  away  for  several 
weeks  of  the  present  session,  in  defending  those 
who  were  engaged  in  a  mob  which  destroyed  the 
lives  of  our  citizens? 

Mr.  STEVENS.  That  is  the  w^  such  gentle- 
men argue!  That  is  the  way  such  statesmen  an- 
swer arguments !  God  forbid  that  I  should  ever 
descend  so  low  as  to  answer  him !  Sir,  I  am  here, 
arguing  a  question  of  right,  and  I  mean  to  argue 
it  as  honorably  and  statesmanlike  as  I  can.  I 
dare  say  that  is  the  best  the  gentlemen  can  do  with 
his  side  of  the  question,  ana  I  leave  the  Jlouse  to 
judge  how  admurably  he  has  succeeded.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

1  was  proceeding  to  say,  that  you  have  given 
General  Lane,  in  this  bill,  a  gratuity  of  $4,000, 
(I  believe  it  is  between  $4,000  and  $5,000,  if  I  can 
calculate  it  right.)  Well,  sir,  there  is  no  person  to 
whom  I  would  more  cheerfully  make  a  present,  if 
I  were  allowed  by  my  duty  to  bestow  the  public 
money  upon  those  who  have  not  earned  it — to  give 
the  public  money  to  those  who  have  rendered  no 
service  for  it.  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  upon 
whom  it  would  give  me  greater  pleasure  to  bestow 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  which 
does  not  belong  to  us — for  that  is  what  we  are 
doing — than  to  General  Lane.  Let  us  underatand 
what  we  are  doing.  That  gentleman  has  a  vested 
ri^ht  to  the  $2,500  mileage  which  the  law  allows 
him,  and  the  Government  has  a  vested  right  to 
his  service,  and  you  propose  to  pay  him  this 
money  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for  nothing  but 
because  he  is  a  favorite,  and  a  just  favorite,  of  the 
nation.  For  this,  you  propose  to  give  him  four  or 
five  thousand  dollars.  And  what  excuse  has  his 
friends  for  askin|g  it  for  him  ?  Why,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Cedifornia,  although  he  lives  nearer  to 
the  seat  of  Government,  receives  more  than  he 
does.  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  this.  They  both 
came  here  under  the  existing  laws,  ana  they 
are  fairly  entitled  to  what  the  laws  allow  them. 
Would  you  take  the  five  thousand  dollars  to  which 


the  gentleman  from  San  Francisco  IMr.  Mui- 
shall]  is  entitled,  because  you  conceive  that  it  is 
more  tnan  he  earned  in  coming  here?    No,  sir;  it 
is  his  vested  right  under  the  existing  kws.    Bm 
just  as  little  can  you  take  honestly — no,  1  do  not 
say  honestly,  for  every  man  acts  honestly— 4)ut 
just  as  consistently  can  you  take  two  thouaand 
five  hundred  dollars  from  the  mileage  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  California  as  you  can  add  that  ameunt 
to  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon.  You 
cannot  do  either.    Each  party  is  entitled  to  his 
rights,  and  all  beyond  that  is  a  gratuity.    If  the 
gentleman  from  California  chooses  to  bMtow  hit 
money  upon  the  Government,  he  can  do  it;  and  if 
the  Government  choose  to  bestow  its  moQey  upon 
Genenfl  Lane,  it  can  do  it,  but  let  it  not  Se  done 
in  the  name  of  iustice. 

Why  the  gendfemanfrora  Indiana,  [Mr.  PiaiEt,] 
sittine  behind,  says  this  was  so  just  a  claim,  that 
he  believed  if  the  recipient  of  it  were  a  Whig,  that 
his  Whig  friends  would  vote  for  it.  It  is  a  poor 
compliment  to  the  party  of  which  I  understand 
him  to  say  he  is  a  meml>er.  That,  it  seems,  would 
constitute  a  principal  merit  in  the  case.  I  hope 
this  insinuation  is  not  just.  I  hope  there  are  more 
honest  men  here  than  the  gentleman^speakt  of. 
When  he  has  associated  longer  with  us,  and  seen 
more  of  us,  he  will  find  out  that  there  are  more 
honest  men  in  the  Whig  or  Democratic  side  of  the 
House  than  he  supposes.  I  admit,  that  when  we 
have  a  party  question  before  the  House,  that  we 
are  apt  to  go  to  the  very  verge  of  our  belief  to 
sustain  it.  Is  this  a  partyqueartion  ?  Is  a  man  to 
receive  a  gratuity  of  $4,(m0  because  he  belongs  to 
this  side  of  the  House?  Who  would  not  be 
ashamed  of  himself,  if  he  estimated  his  own  con- 
duct as  low  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Parker]  does  his  ?  Why,  I  have  seen  men  npon 
all  sides  of  the  House,  roting  indiscriminaMy 
upon  this  ouestion,  some  for  and  some  against  the 
bill;  and  tney  voted  honestly.  Some,  I  know, 
are  so  good-natured  that  they  cannot  vote  againit 
a  claim  brought  up  by  a  friend;  some  vote  against 
it  because  they  think  it  is  wronr;  some  for  one 
reason,  and  some  for  another.  Now,  this  is  my 
view  of  it.  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  a  party  or 
persona]  queajtion  at  all.  And,  in  the  name  of 
conscience,  how  can  it  be  sustained  by  such  an 
argument  as  was  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana?  [Mr.  Parker.]  I  cannot  understand 
that  aniiment.  I  suppose  it  must  be  above  my 
comprdiension.  What  the  personal  character  or 
conouct  of  any  individual,  wno  goes  for  or  against 
this  bin,  has  to  do  with  the  naked  qvestioD,  it  is 
for  others  to  underatand,  but  not  for  me. 

I  rose,  not  to  make  a  speech.  I  rose  merdy  to 
express  my  views  in  relation  to  this  bill;  and  I 
have  said  more  than  I  intended.  I  will  not  nere 
to  lay  this  nrmtion  to  reconsider  upon  the  tablr, 
but  I  wish  somebody  else  would  do  it.  I  wish  to 
see  the  matter  disposed  of. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  wish  to  refer  to  a  fewcon- 
siderations  upon  this  subject,  and  at  the  same  time 
I  hope  that  every  gentleman  will  understand  Uiat 
I  do  it  with  the  utmost  respect.  This  subject  of 
mileage  is  one  which  has  been  talked  aboat,  not 
only  a  great  deal,  but  whiSh  every  gentleman  who 
has  listened  to  it  will  say,  has  been  talked  aboat 
very  earnestly  and  very  sensibly.  There  are  con- 
siderations connected  with  it  which  will,  I  appre- 
hend, present  difliculties  to  the  mind  of  any  ntao, 
and  he  who  thinks  that  he  possesses  the  abilities 
to  sit  down  and  provide  for  this  pay  of  membwe 
of  Congress,  ana  has  the  power  to  reach  the  din- 
cutties  surrounding  the  subject  of  compensation, 
has  bestowed  but  Tittle  thought  upon  the  subject 
Why,  sir,  as  to  the  ars:ument  which  the  ir«»*J"J** 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevew s]  has  just  allu- 
ded to — and  I  know  not  with  what  propriety  to- 
wards thegent]eman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  PARi«*rr 
I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  PennsylTanm 
that  I  intend  to  recur  to  it  with  the  "'"^'••.ffJjT 
feeling,  and  to  use  it  not  only  as  a  respectftil,  bnt 
as  a  lopitimate  argument  touching  the  compensa- 
tion of  merabera  of  Congress. 

It  is  known  to  all,  that  membera  of  Congress 
who  live  within  a  convenient  distance  of  this  Cap- 
itol are  in  the  constant  habit  of  atteodiitf  to  their 
own  pcraonal  business,  be  it  profesBional,  »e<*J"^ 
ical  agricultural,  commercial,  mercantile,  or  wnw 
you  please.  They  not  only  do  it,  but  theydon 
to  pecuniary  advantage.  And  while  I  wooW  w* 
aHude  to  any  particular  case,  and  wouM  not  c«»- 
tainly  make  a  remark  that  wouM  becoiiftniedinw 
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anjrUuni^  4isrMpcctful*~ibr  I  apeak  ooly  that 
which  we  all  knew-^l  would  sayjhat  members 
upon  this  Hoof  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of 
retiring  to  their  respective  places  of  business  and 
attending  to  its  dtities.  They  are  paid  for  it.  It 
iM  a  matter  of  pecuaiary  benefit  at  tne  time.  And, 
air,  it  is  a  matter  of  much  ionportance  to  gentleipen 
engjsged  in  certain  kinds  of  business,  inasmuch  as 
it  enables  then  to  retain  that  business,  -  A  profes- 
aiqnal  man  in  the  law,  with  a  practice  of  two,  three 
or  four  thousand  dollars  a  year,  if  he  lives  at  a 
distance  from  this  Capitol,  and  is  thus  compelled 
to  lock  up  his  office,  loses  his  business.  His 
clieiita  find  counsel  elsewhere,  and  when  he  has 
fiuiahed  liis  duties  here,  he  will  find  that  he  has 
lost  his  business  at  home.  If  he  resides  at  a  point 
ao  near  to  this  Capitol  that  he  can  at  convenient 
aeasons  go  home.  Keep  up  his  duties,  and  retain 
him  business,  he  makes  no  such  sacrifice,  pecuni- 
arily, as  that  made  by  the  member  who  lives  at  a 
distance  too  remote^  to  enable  him  to  superintend 
his  private  a^rs. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  avowed  myself  yesterday  willing 
4o  vote  for  any  proposition  which  should  be  brought 
forward  here,  in  good  faith,  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing,  to  a  greater  extent,  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  this  House.    1  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressed mv  distrust  of  the  efifeet,  practically,  of' 
4uiy  plan  that  had  been  suegested.    I  continue  to 
avow  that  in  good  faith ;  andwhatever  may  he  said 
in  regard  to  other  gentlemen,  I  trust  that  r  may 
not  be  regarded  as  egotistical,  when  I  say  I  am 
willing  to  meet  my  constituents,  and  the  world, 
opon  any  vote  I  give  here,  based  upon  my  judg- 
ment, be  it  right  or  wrong.    If  I  commit  an  error, 
I  will  make  an  avowal  of  it  to  my  constituents, 
and  to  the  world,  and  say  I  am  wrong.     God 
knows  I  will  never  talk  here  for  Buncombe,  and 
to  suit  any  particular  subject.    Never.    Nor  do  I 
believe  that  other  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  do  it. 
I  think  there  is  a  ^eat  deal  more  talk  about  this 
aubject,  than  there  is  reality.    It  is  an  honest,  fair 
difierence  of  opinion.    As  to  the  pay  of  members 
by  the  mile,  I  was  anxious  to  hear  the  gentleman 
(rom  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombsj  upon  that  subject. 
Members  of  Congress  are  paid  so  many  cents  per 
mile  by  the  existmglaw.    There  are  gentlemen 
living  m  Illinois,  in  Wisconsin,  in  Iowa,  m  Texas, 
in  Missouri,  in  Arkansas,  and  in  many  of  those 
distant  States,  who  receive  what  would  be  called 
a  laree  amount  of  mileage.    When  you  speak  of 
|l,5w),  12,000,  or  |3,000  as  mileage,  it  is  a  large 
sum,  and  more  than  any  man  ought. to  receive. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  at  all.   Is  the  jirn^pU 
upKin  which  members  are  paid  rieht  or  wron^  ?    If 
it  is  wrong,  do  not  select  the  Deflate  from  Uie  re- 
mote Territory  of  Or^on,  as  the  victim,  upon 
whom  to  commence  this  operation  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform.  If  it  is  wrong,  apply  the  reform 
Co  CYcnr  member  of  Confess — go  to  the  founda- 
ti  on  of  the  evil,  and  cut  it  up  root  and  branch. 
E  qualize  the  per  diem  and  mileage.    If  you  cannot 
do  it  thoroughly,  do  it  as  nearly  as  you  can.    But 
I  know  of  no  rule  of  ethics,  which  makes  it  rieht 
to  pay  one  man  who  comes  five  hundred  mues 
forty  cents  a  mile,  and  wrong  to  pay  another  at 
the  same  rate,  who  comes  five  thousand  miles. 

While  upon  this  subject,  allow  me  to  correct  a 
misapprehension  which  I  was  led  into  by  an  in- 
quiry at  the  office  of  the  Sei^eant  at-Arms.  I 
made  an  inquiry  and  a  remark  that  the  member 
from  Texas  received  |3,000.  I  was  misunderstood 
in  my  inouiry,  and  they  answered  me  in  miles, 
instead  or  dollars.  I  believe  the  largest  Kmount 
of  mileage  received  by  the  gentleman  coming 
from  the  western  part  of  that  State,  is  #2,400. 
That  is  a  hu^e  sum  of  money  in  the  eyes  of  many 
men.  The  gentleman  who  comes  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Evans,]  thinks  that  the  aggre^^  mileage 
paid  to  all  the  members  should  be  divided  equally 
amongst  them.  He  does  not  propose  to  reduce 
the  aum  which  the  Government  pays  for  mileage, 
but  to  divide  it  up  equally  among  the  members. 
That  is  the  idea  of  equality  entertained  upon  the 
part  of  some  members  here;  and  I  think  it  would 
astonish  the  people  quite  as  much  as  the  principle 
that  exists  now.  It  would  be  difiicult  to  deter- 
mine that  the  member  coming  from  Maryland, 
and  cominj^  in  two  hours,  shomd  receive  an  equal 
amount  of  mileage  as  the  Delegate  who  comes 
firom  Oregon,  a  oistance  of  five  thousand  miles, 
over  a  country  inhabited  by  hostile  Indians  and 
wild  beasts.  But  I  am  charitable  enough  to  be- 
Ueva  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland   [Mr. 


EvAKs]  was  not  sincere;  and  I  have  alluded  to  these 
things  only  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  when 
gentlemen  rise  to  talk  here  so  flippantly  about 
equalizing  this  whole  thing,  and  satiating  every- 
body, they  know  but  little  about  it.  They  would 
not  want,  if  you  were  to  believe  them,  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  in  the  committee  room 
to  fix  and  arrange  the  whole  matter.  Sir,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  a  work  of  much  greater  magnitude 
than  that. 

I  repeat,  I  will  go  with  any  gentleman  here,  not 
only  in  the  work  of  retrenchment  nx(d  reform,  but 
of  equalization.  If  gentlemen  desire  to  bring  down 
the  pay  of  members  to  a  grade  too  low  for  ordi- 
nary capacity,  I  will  never  go  with  them.  I  like 
the  system  of  the  eentleman  from  Georgia,  FMr. 
Toombs,]  and  I  win  support  a  plan  which  shall  pay 
members  fairly  and  liberally;  but  I  will  go  for 
equalizing  the  pay;  and  I  ask  gentlemen  of  this 
House,  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  we  shall  get  up 
a  law  which  shall  affect  the  whole  of  us,  and  oper- 
ate with  uniformity — at  least  that  shall  profess  so 
to  act — with  what  propriety  do  we  continue  this 
distinction  against  the  Delegate  from  Or^n? 
Whenever  a  general  law  is  introduced,  he  will  be 
affected  by  it. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens.]  He  says 
there  is  a  contract  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Representatives  upon  this 
floor.  A  contract  that  the  Government  snail  pay 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon  according  to  .the  exist- 
ing law,  and  that  he  shall  receive  such  pay  and  be 
contented  with  it.  The  ^ntleman  also  speaks  of 
vested  rigfUe,  Now,  that  is  going  a  little  further 
with  the  doctrine  of  contracts  and  vested  rights 
than  anything  1  ever  heard  of  before — a  contract 
that  the  services  shall  be  given  for  a  consideration ! 
Then  does  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  TMr. 
Stevens,]  and  do  gentlemen  from  Maryland,  New 
York,  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  and  the  surround; 
ing  States,  carry  out  that  contract  in  good  faith* 
when  they  go  home  and  attend  to  their  personal 
business,  and  draw  their  per  diem  here?  It  is  an 
infrin§[ement  of  the  contract;  and  if  you  are  to 
carry  it  out,  it  would  authorize  the  Ghovemment 
to  declare  that  contract  at  an  end,  and  such  mem- 
bers would  be  without  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  Sir, 
I  understand  that  the  representative  owes  his  duty 
to  his  constituents,  and  that  it  is  a  question  to  be 
settled  between  him  and  them,  whether  he  does 
hii  duties,  and  is  upon  this  floor  a  length  of  time 
sufllcient  to  discharge  those  duties  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  constituents  and  the  country.  Let 
him  answer  it  to  his  own  conscience,  and  upon 
his  honor,  and  to  them.  He  is  liable  and  amena- 
ble to  nobody  else. 

This  mileage  was  placed  originally,  as  I  under- 
stand, upon  the  basis  that  the  Capitol  should  be 
here.  It  was  re^;arded  as  worth  something  to  this 
country  to  have  it  here— worth  something  to  this 
locality  and  the  surrounding  States;  and  gentle- 
men who  travel  to  it,  were  to  be  paid  so  many 
cents  per  mile  for  travel,  regardless  of  the  distance. 
If,  in  the  process  of  time,  and  the  progress  of 
improvements  and  facilities  in  traveling,  this  sys- 
tem has  become  wrong,  I  repeat,  lay  the  axe  at 
the  root  of  the  tree;  correct  the  evil  at  its  very  basis: 
let  it  affect  every  member  here  alike;  but  do  not 
insist  upon  a  discrimination  which  affects  only  one 
member  upon  this  floor.    But  it  is  said,  that  it  has 

Csculiar  mrce,  because  it  is  found  in  the  organic 
w  of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
those  of  us  who  had  seats  upon  this  floor  at  the 
time  when  that  act  became  a  law,  will  agree  with 
me,  that  we  would  have  voted  for  it,  with  any  pro- 
vision that  could  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  the  Delegate,  if  it  had  been  one  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred,  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Such  was  the  feeling  of  Congress  upon  that  occa- 
sion; such  was  the  feeling  of  the  country,  and  the 
general  demand  for  theorganization  for  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, that  the  question  of  the  compensation  of 
the  Delegate  was  not  considered  for  one  moment. 
You  might  have  named  any  number  of  dollars, 
and  it  would  have  been  adopted  with  equal  facility 
and  with  the  same  number  of  rotes.  The  great 
question  of  organizing  that  Territory  swallowed 
up  all  others.  There  were  men  in  this  House 
who  felt  opposed  to,  and  I,  for  one,  expressed 
myself  against  that  restriction  at  that  time.  I 
avowed  my  determination  to  vote  against  it  if  I 
could  ^et  an  opportunity  to  do  so;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  felt  as  others  did,  that  the  question 


of  organizing  that  territory  was  a  paramount  one. 
Because  such  were  the  emeigenciee  of  that  day, 
does  it  constitute  any  reason  tor  now  continuing  a 
thing  that  was  wrong  in  itself?  Why,  sir,  it  will 
never  do  to  consider  this  question  of  mileage  ab- 
stractly— the  thing  is  right  or  wrong  comparative- 
ly. You  may  say  that  $3,500  is  enough  for  one 
man  to  receive  for  traveling  expenses,  and  let  it 
be  so;  but  graduate  other  men's  rights  according- 
ly. Let  every  man  stand  or  fall  upon  the  same 
principle.  I  do  not  see  how  the  gentleman  from 
Gkoi^gna  [Mr.  Toombs] — and  I  concede  as  mucli 
ability  to  him  as  any  man — ^has  answered  my  ques- 
tion. But  does  this  principle  operate  so  rightfblly 
when  it  amounts  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  absolutely  wrong  when  it  gets  up  to 
three  or  four  thousand  dollars.  I  consider  this 
not  only  an  invidious  distinction,  but  as  one  be- 
neath tne  dignity  of  this  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  not  amongst  the  number  of  gentle- 
men who  believe  this  Government  should  oe  felt 
only  in  its  power ;^  it  should  be  felt  in  its  mercy, 
in  its  generosity,  in  its  magnanimity,  and  in  its 
justice.  I  believe,  wi^h  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Woodward,]  that  there  b  too 
much  clamor  upon  this  subject,  and  that  we  at 
times  are  a  little  too  much  afraid  of  maintaining 
our  own  dignity,  for  fear  we  shall  not  be  sent  here 
to  maintain  it  at  all.  There  is  reason,  as  he  says, 
why  a  member  of  Congress  should  be  paid  enoug[h 
to  induce  him  to  stay  here  in  the  disctiaiige  of  his 
duties,  instead  of  asicing  for  a  clerkship  of  a  third 
or  fourth  rate  in  the  Departments. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  will  make  a  statement,  if 
the  gentleman  will  p«rmit  me,  with  a  view  of  ask- 
ing a  question,  and  it  is  this:  A  Confess  ordina- 
rily sits  about  twelve  montlis.  The  mteen  months 
from  the  1st  of  December  of  the  first  session  to  the 
end  of  the  next  in  March,  which  would  give  a  per 

j  diem  compensation  of  |2,^.  The  average  distance 
of  travel  is  about  six  hundred  miles;  taking  the 
whole  Congress  together,  making  |1|I20  for  travel 
at  both  sessions,  which  would  give,  as  the  entire 
compensation  of  members  upon  an  average, 
$4,040  for  the  whole  Congress.  The  Delegate 
from  Oregon,  allowing  that  he  does  not  return  du- 
ring the  sessions,  which  is  fair,  would  make  him 
chargeable  with  three  months'  additional  service, 
and  a  month's  additional  service  for  the  additional 
time  in  traveling,  over  the  other  members,  which 
would  make  his  entire  service  for  the  two  sesr 
sions  j[ust  about  seventeen  months,  and  his  com- 
pensation at  the  present  rate  fixed  by  law — ^if  I 
am  correct  as  to  his  beine  allowed  fS^OO  for  each 
session — 17,920;  while  we  average,  of  the  other 
members  for  thirteen  months'  services  is  $4,040. 
Thus  the  excess  of  that  Delegate's  compensation 
over  that  of  the  other  members  is  |3,880.  I  be- 
lieve this  statement  is  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  see  how  any  of  these 
arguments  affect  the  question  at  all.  I  have  not 
contended  for  a  moment  that  the  present  law  reg- 
ulating the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  operates 
equally.  I  concede,  and  concede  cheerfully,  that 
it  operates  very  unequally '  I  have  contended ,  and 
I  intend  to,  that  it  is  now  based  upon  a  well- 
ascertained  principle,  that  it  is  eight  dotlars  per  day 

<i  and  so  many  cents  per  mile  for  traveling  expen- 
ces;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  dis- 
Iriminate  against  one  man  and  not  against  another. 
I  have  said,  if  the  system  is  wrong  remodel  it;  but 
do  not  apply  it  to  any  one  man  when  it  has  no 

1  application  to  another.  Let  us  hepn  so  that  it 
will  affect  us  all  equally;  and  I  willgo  with  him 
who  goes  furthest  and  most  zealously. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  Prom  the 
commencement  of  thb  discussion  I,  have  listened, 
beir.g  silent  myself.  I  have  voted  for  this  bill  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress,  and  I  have  heard  noth- 
ing from  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  tending  to 
convince  me  wat  I  have  done  wrong  in  thus  vo- 
tini^.  Now,  the  only  ari^ment  1  have  heard 
which  it  seems  to  me  is  entitled  to  the  character  of 
one,  is  that  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs;]  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  ^tleman,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  it,  will 
admit  that  while  his  argument  may  be  a  correo  t 
one,  the  premises  upon  which  he  bases  it  are  cer- 
tainly not  right.  It  is  true  that  the  gentlemen  flrom 
California,  and  from  other  parts  of  the  country, 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  cenU  a  mile  for  the 
numoer  of  miles  traveled .  He  says  that  it  is  wron^ ; 
but  it  is  according  to  law.  He  says  that  it  is 
right  to  pay  them  only  #9,500.    Now,  before  I 
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examine  the  prcmi«e«  as  slated  by  ihe  srentleman, 
1  would  aak  him  this  question.     I  will  put  thi8 

Sroposition  to  the  House,  whether  it  is  nut  a  fun- 
amental  principle  of  justice,  that  matters  of  this 
kind  shall  ^  controlled  by  general  and  not  by 
special  law — whether  it  is  not  more  imjwrtant  to 
justice  in  the  abstract,  as  a  question  of  right,  that 
these  things  should  be  establislied  by  general 
laws  than  ny  special  ones?  When  you  come  to 
the  abstract  justice  and  right  of  the  case,  I  insist 
that  the  gentleman's  premises  in  this  respect  are 
wrong;  and  I  ask  him,  by  what  process  of  reason  inj;: 
he  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  $2,500  is  a  fairer 
compensation  for  traveling  expenses  from  Oregon 
to  the  city  of  Washington  and  back  again,  than 
$5,000  ?  I  ask  him,  by  what  rule  he  measures  the 
value  of  time,  the  expenses  and  the  danger  of  that 
travel  which  enables  him  to  determine  $2,5U0  as 
a  juster  compensation  than  twice  that  amount  ?  If 

his  premises  l>e  true,  and  if  these  things  are  to  be         ^  w*-....    ^.^ w..-.. -.w«.  *  «„..-^.,«„— 

fx>n!roUed  by  arbitrary  special  law,  why  the  gen-  ||  [Mr.  Stevens]  seemed  to  imply  that  some  im- 


compensation  of  members  of  the  House.  I  have 
never  given  a  vote  upon  this  floor  by  tellers,  or  in 
any  other  mode,  that  I  have  not  given  likewise  upon 
the  yeas  and  nays;  and  I  am  ready  to  vote  now,  or 
at  any  time,  for  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress  at  so  reasonable  a  rate  that 
there  will  be  no  complaint  from  any  Quarter.  But 
until  that  is  done — ^until  you  estal>lisn  something 
like  general  justice,  1  am  disposed  to  proceed  ac- 
cording; to  tne  general  law  which  fixes  the  com- 
pensation of  all  the  members;  for  I  suppose  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  compensation  of  a 
Delegate  ought  to  be  different  from  the  compensa- 
tion of  any  other  member  of  the  House.  I  appre- 
hend that  the  gentleman  fnmi  Georgia  himself 
would  revolt  against  a  proposition  that  would  put 
a  limitation  upon  Uie  mileage  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  elected  from  one  of  the  States 
that  did  not  apply  to  all  of  the  other  members. 
Mr.  POLK .   The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 


tleman  from  Georgia  mi^ht  be  entitled  to  receive 
twice  as  much  as  mysell.  And  why  ?  Beaiuse 
his  services  might  be  worth«lwice  as  much  as  mine. 
And  why?  Ifccause  he  may  be  twice  as  intellect- 
ual as  I  am.  He  may  be  twice  as  illu:^trious;  and 
if  he  acts  upon  the  absolute  value  of  services,  you 
rany  establish  a  different  rule  for  every  man  in'the 
House.  A  special  law  might  be  passed  fixing  the 
compensation  of  every  man  in  this  House.  Are 
the  members  of  ilie  House  prepared  to  abide  by 
such  a  rule  as  this?  And  now  take  $2,500  as  a 
just  compensation  for  traveling  from  Oregon  to 
this  country.  I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  if 
he  would  be  willing  to  travel  there  for  it  ?  I  say, 
sir,  humble  us  I  am,  and  humble  as  I  value  my 
own  services,  if  I  had  no  motive  of  my  own,  no 
desire  for  pleasure,  I  would  not  be  willing  to 
take  that  tnp  for  ^,500,  and  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  himself.  What  were  the  facts 
of  the  case  in  reference  to  the  predecessor  of  the 
gentleman  who  now  occupies  the  position  of 
Dele^te  from  Orrscon  ?  He  told  us,  I  believe, 
that  It  cost  him  $1,200  to  come  from  Oregon  here 
for  his  actual  expenses.  By  an  accident  to  which 
every  one  who  travels  upon  that  dangerous  route 
is  liable,  he  lost  $1,200— that  made  ^,400  his  ac- 
tual expenses.  And  in  going  back  he  took  the 
Isthmus  route,  contracted  a  fever,  and  Ipst  his  life. 
That  is  one  of  the  contingencies;  and  now  I  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  will  admit, 
that  in  placing  jp,50Q  as  a  fair  estimate  for  trav- 
eling from  Cmitomia  here  and  back  again,  he  has 
taken  an  arbitrary  estimate.  I  should  like  to 
know  upon  what  principle  he  bases  it — whether 
he  bases  it  upon  the  compensation  which  he  would 
give  to  a  man  in  a  particular  station  in  life?  The 
lowest  station  would  be  willing  to  travel  for  half 
that  amount,  provided  it  would  pay  his  expenses, 
and  leave  him  ^10  a  month  heyona;  or  whether  he 
placed  it  upon  the  compensation  which* 4ic  himself 
would  charge — a  gentleman  whose  service  at  home 
is  worth  double  or  treble  this  money  ?  I  think  there 
is  something  arbitrary  in  his  mode  of  getting  at 
this  estimate  of  $2,500  as  a  fair  compensation. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  If  the  gentlemen  will  allow  me 
a  moment,  I  would  put  the  services  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  upon  an  equal  footing,  after  de- 
ducting the  traveling  expenses.  My  rule  is,  that 
one  member  is  not  worth  more  than  any  other 
member,  no  matter  what  his  qualifications  may  be 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  | 
it  is  just,  but  I  do  not  deem  that  it  is  less  unjust  in  \ 
the  case  of  California  members  than  it  is  m  the 
case  of  the  gentleman  from  Or^on.    I  say  that  it  I 
operates  unequally;  and  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  i 

fo  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  equalize  it;  \ 
ut  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  admit  tlie  premises 


portance  had  been  given  to  this  question  from  the 
fact  tliat  tlic  Delegate  from  Or^on  was  a  Demo- 
crat. I  repudiate  any  such  accusation.  I  vote 
for  it  upon  the  broad  ground  of  justice;  and  even 
if  I  should  vote  for  it  upon  the  ground  of  favor- 
itism, there  is  no  gentleman  who  deserves  it  more 
than  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Lane.]  We 
will  take  the  history  of  the  territorial  government 
of  Oregon.  We  will  take  it  from  the  hour  of  the 
appointment  of  General  Lane  as  Governor,  and 
trace  it  to  the  present  hour,  and  he  has  done  more 
to  relieve  that  Territory  than  all  the  other  appli- 
ances of  Government  that  havebeen  extended  to  it. 
General  Lave  was  appointed  Governor  oC  Oregon. 
He  went  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  there  was 
to  be  a  company  to  escort  him  to  the  wilds  of  Ore- 
gon. As  the  captain  vroa  not  ready.  General  Lane, 
with  his  usual  promptitude  and  enei^y,  took  twen- 
ty men  and  passed  tnrough  the  wilds.  When  he 
came  to  the  Fremont  Pass,  his  guide  left  him  and 
he  would  wait  for  no  other.  His  own  instinct 
led  him;  and  he  passed  into  Oregon,  visited  sixty 
tribes  of  Indians,  made  peace  with  them,  and  re- 
ceived no  compensation  for  it.  When,  in  times 
past.  Governors  have  received  compensation,  both 
in  the  way  of  their  salaries  and  for  arranging  In- 
dian treaties,  he  has  never  demanded  anything 
from  the  Government  for  such  services.  He  has 
labored  there  and  has  redeemed  that  Territory. 
He  stands  here  to-day  as  its  Delegate,  and  yet  the 
representatives  of  a  free  jjeople — ^men  who  profess 
to  entertain  high-toned  feelings  and  sentiments^ — 
men  who  say  uieir  honor  lives  and  dashes  through 
their  veins — have  been  found  here  ready  to  count 
the  dollars  and  cents  upon  him.  Shameful!  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  ToombbJ  argues 
Uiis  point  upon  the  ground  of  adequacy.  He  asks, 
is  it  inadequate — is  the  pay  sufHcient?  Why,  I 
take  the  ground  that  it  is  insufficient.  I  will  take, 
by  way  of  illustration,  the  case  of  the  gentleman 
himself,  and  apply  it  to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon. 
I  will  bring  it  nome  to  the  gentleman.  He  comes 
to  Washington  upon  an  air-line  railroad  at  forty 
cents  a  mile;  while  the  gentleman  from  Oregon 
passes  through  a  wilderness,  depending  alone  upon 
his  rifle  for  subsistence,  and  he  is  to  be  paid  ten 
ccnu  a  mile.  He  is  to  be  cut  down.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  intends  to 
make  the  point  of  inadequacy,  as  to  tne  actual  ex- 
pense which  is  incurred  in  bringing  him  to  Wash- 
ington, I  ask  him  if  he  cannot  go  from  his  own 
home  to  Washington  for  $30?  I  come  here  for 
$50,  and  I  .have  received  $900.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  comes  here  for  $30, 
and  receives  over  $600.  If  this  rule  is  to  operate 
generously,  if  it  is  to  operate  fairly,  I  ask  him  to 
come  up  nrst  and  make  a  sacrifice  of  himself  be- 
fore he  offers  up  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  as  a 
upon  which  he  basis  his  calculation;  and  so  long  [!  sacrifice.  Let  the  principle  be  carried  out;  apply 
as  the  law  exists  as  it  does  for  the  great  mass  of  j  I  it  to  yourself;  do  not  hug  your  sweet  $600  to  your 
members,  we  ought  to  proceed  by  general  laws,     bosom.    I  am  willing  to  to-day  to  vote  for  a  bill 


and  not  make  special  ones  to  the  injury  of  particu 
lar  individuals  upon  the  floor.  I  say  that  is  a 
greater  departure  from  justice,  upon  every  prin- 
ciple of  ri":ht  and  law  as  settled  in  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  which  have  in  their  constitu- 
tions, I  believe,  provided  that  all  the  laws  shall 
be  general — Chan  any  inequality  which  exists  un- 
der the  operation  of  tne  present  law.  Before  I  sit 
down  I  must  be  permitted  tosiax,  that  I  listened 
with  great  interest  and  €:reat  pleasure  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  genilcmnn  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 


' 


to  square  this  mileage  down  to  the  actual  expense. 
I  am  unwilling  to  take  this  one  isolatea  case 
to  make  a  sacrifice.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
may  do  it.  1  scorn  to  do  it.  In  the  history  of 
this  case  there  is  another  point  which  strikes  me. 
What  has  been  the  action  of  Congress  with  re- 
gard to  tliis  question  ?  When  the  Oregon  ter- 
ritorial bill  was  passed,  there  was  a  feature  in  it 
limiting  the  mileage  to  ^,500.  What  was  the 
action  of  Congress  immediately  afler  the  passage 
of  that  bill  ?    Who  was  the  former  Delegate  from 


Woodward,]  the  other  day,  in  reference  to  the  il  Oregon?    Mr. Thurston.    Did  herecerre  $2>500? 


No,  sir.    Was  he  limited  to  the  opemtion  of  tht 
oi^nic  law  ?    No,  sir.    This  House,  in  view  of 
its  lustice,  passed  a  bill,  imbodying  it  in  tW  (ta* 
eraJ  appropriation  bill,  by  which  they  said  he 
shoula  receive  j|^,400.    Now,  are  you  goins  to 
make  an  exception  of  the  present  DelegatafroiB 
Oregon,  and  arav^  a  distinction  between  him  and 
the  Delegate  who  preceded  him?    Is  this  Hoost 
ready  to  say  that  Mr.  Thurston,  for  his  service  and 
labor,  shall  receive  $3,400  mileage,  and  that  the 
present  Delegate  from  Oregon  is  only  entitled  to 
$2,500?    Is  It  applicable  to  tlie  present  Delegate? 
No;  but  the  favoritism  has  been  snowered  upon  the 
Dele^te  who  preceded  him.    There  is  one  case 
of  injustice,  u  the  gentleroau  from  Georgia  wants 
a  case  of  injustice,  that  injustice  is  in  this,  that  V(hi 
pay  a  Delegat^  preceding  General  Lanb  $3,400, 
while  you  refuse  to  pay  him  the  same  aroonnt 
Is  there  no  imUstice  in  that?     If  there  is  justice 
there,  I  will  bow  to  the  gentleman  and  acknowl- 
edge it.     I  only  wish  to  make  my  oppotttioB 
known  upon  this  question.    I  vote  for  it,  becaose 
it  is  right.    I  only  wish  to  explain  why  I  shall 
vote  for  it.    If  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  House  te 
cut  down  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from  0^ 
c^on  to  the  actual  expenditure  incurred,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  do  it,  provided  tliey  permit  the  principles 
diffuse  itself  and  apply  to  all  others.    If  they  ity 
I  shall  receive  only  the  actual  expense  of  travelint 
fronMiy  residence  to  the  Capitol,  and  let  eaa 
member  go  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  make  a 
statement  under  oath  as  to  his  actual  expentet, 
and  let  tliat  be  his  mileage,  I  am  willing  it  should 
be  so.    I  am  unwilling  that  we  shoula  take  tk 
mileage  we  do  ourselves,  and  faD  upon  one  poor 
Delegate  and  tear  him  to  pieces. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  had  not  intended  to  have  partici- 
pated in  the  debate;  but  as  some  consequence  hai 
been  attached  to  it  by  the  length  of  time  in  which 
the  House  has  been  engaged  upon  it,  I  feel  it  doe 
to  myself  to  state  the  reasons  why  I  have  voted 
conunuously  for  this  bill  from  the  oeginning,  and 
against  all  the  motions  made  to  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  or 
to  recommit  it.  I  do  not  pretend  to  argue  as  to 
the  justice  or  injustice  of  tne  present  system  by 
which  members  of  Congress  are  paid  a  eompanii- 
tion.  I  do  not  think  the  present  system  or  mile- 
age is  correct.  The  reason  why  I  vote  for  ihk 
particular  bill  is,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  meting  oat 
to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  the  same  justice  ex- 
actly that  is  meted  out  to  other  monbers,  whetbsr 
it  be  just  or  unjust.  I  want  him  to  be  squared  hj 
the  same  rule  by  which  other  members  are  squared. 
I  think,  though,  that  this  whole  debate  has  origin- 
ated in  a  misapprehension  and  misconstruction  of 
the  law  which  was  passed  the  20th  of  September, 
1850,  by  the  Committee  on  Mileage.  I  thmk,  if 
the  proper  construction  had  been  ^^en  to  Uai 
law,  this  debate  would  not  have  originated,'aod 
this  bill  would  not  have  been  introduced  into  tlie 
House.  The  act  passed  upon  the  20th  of  S^ 
tember,  to  provide  for  .deficiency  in  the  appropna- 
tion  for  the  pay  of  the  mileage  of  members  of  tbr 
House,  has  a  proviso  attached  to  it,  which  readr 

"  Provided.  That  the  mileage  of  Senators  afid  Repltte»^ 
ativea  fVtHn  Calitbmia,  and  the  Delegate  from  OretOB,K 
computed  according  to  the  most  iMwlly  traveled  roiue 
within  the  lioiits  of  the  United  StateD,  and  the  per  diem  or 
said  Senators  and  R^^prcwntati  ws  for  Mi  tttsion  rfitll  oo»- 
mcncc  from  tlie  day  on  which  the  consritutioii  of  Caliw- 
nia,"  kc. 

The  restriction  in  the  latter  part  of  the  profiso, 
•which  speaks  of  this  session,  evidently  con veyi to 
the  mini  the  impression  that  the  first  part  of  «i< 
proviso  was  intended  to  be  a  gjeneral  law;  and  I 
think  I  can  appeal  to  such  membersof  this Hotist 
as  were  inemoers  of  the  last,  that  it  waa  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  in  passing  the  Uw,  ^^^^f* 
should  bs  a  fixed  and  permanent  modeadopiedror 
ascertaining  the  mileage  to  tlie  California  eind  Ore- 
gon members. 

Mr.  PITCH,  (interrupting.)  The  genUernan 
from  South  Carolina  has  referred  to  the  proTjaon 
in  the  deficiency  bill  of  the  first  session  of  the 
last  Congress,  as  one  designed  to  .operate  pro- 
spectively. I  do  not  recollect,  of  course,  ww 
was  the  intention,  if  there  waa  any  ^W^^' 
but  1  know  that  the  same  provision  was  Mfon 
the  Committee  on  Mileage  during  the  second  ao- 
sion  of  the  last  Congress.  That  committt*,  wiw 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice,  decided  "»■'  r*lj"j 
vision  was  one  lemporary  in  its  efifct,  which  ww 
expired  with  the  fiscal  year  that  gave  birth  ww 
bUl.    For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  ifaeguon. 
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hoverer,  they  eornputed  the  mileaffe  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  California  by  the  overland  route. 
The  gentlemen  who  were  then  the  Representa- 
tives of  that  State  took  exception  to  this  compu- 
tation, and  they  procured  the  advice  of  a  g:entle- 
man,  whose  legal  attainments  I  believe  are  second 
to* those  of  few  in  the  nation;  they  obtained  a 
written  opinion  fVom  him,  and  with  that  opinion 
went  to  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  House.  By 
his  advice-»I  will  not  say  instructions — but  by 
his  advice,  which  the  committee  deemed  worthy 
of  all  respect,  the  committee  rescinded  its  own 
previous  resolution,  and  permitted  those  gentle- 
men to  draw  their  mileage,  under  the  law  of  1818, 
by  the  Isthmus  route. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  know  that  was  the  construction 
giren  by  the  Committee  on  Mileage  at  the  last 
session,  and  also  the  coostruction  of  the  present 
committee,  I  take  it  for  gramed,  however,  from 
the  reading  of  the  act,  that  that  construction  of 
the  act  is  incorrect,  and  that  not  only  is  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oregon  entitled  to  his  mileage  over  the 
overland  route  to  Oregon,  but  that  the  members 
and  Senators  from  Ciuifbmia  are  not  entitle  to 
charge  by  the  Isthmus  route,  but  that  they  are 
restncted  by  this  act  to  charge  for  the  same  route 
as  that  traveled  by  the  Delegate  from  Oregon. 

Well,  it  is  said  that  this  proviso  expiml  with 
the  bill,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  on  the  90th 
of  last  June.  Now,  let  me  call  the  attenti#)  of 
members  to  this  fact,  that  at  the  last  session  of 
C^gress,  there  was  attached  to  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  anpropriation  bill  a  proviso  which  pro- 
vided that  bounty  land  warrants  should  not  be 
located  upon  any  lands  but  those  that  were  sur- 
veyed at  that  time;  and  what  was  the  construction 
S' ven  to  that?  It  was  in  the  general  appropriation 
S;  and  if  the  construction  contended  for  by  the 
Committee  on  Mileage  is  correct,  it  expires  also 
upon  the  90ih  of  June  next,  and  all  the  noise 
which  we  have  heard  in  this  Hall  in  favor  of  repeal- 
ing that  proviso,  which  it  was  said  had  crept 
clandestinely  into  the  Bill,  has  been  unnecessary, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  expire  with  the  bill  in  which 
it  was  incorporated.  But  it  is  a  mistake.  There 
arc  very  many  permanent  laws  that  are  incorpo- 
rated  as  sections  into  our  general  appropriation  bills. 
It  is  very  often  the  case  that  things  get  into  the  ap- 
propriation bills  that  ought  not  to  be  there.  I  be- 
lieve the  rules  of  the  House  require  that- no  appro* 
priation  shall  be  incorporated  into  a  general  appro- 
priation bill,  unless  a  prior  existing  law  provides 
for  it.  But  we  all  know  that  clauses  creep  into 
the  appropriation  bills  that  are  not  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  rules.  I  am  not  sure  that  offices 
have  not  been  created  by  clauses  in  general  appro- 
priation bills,  and  it  has  never  been  contended  be- 
fore that  those  offices  expired  with  the  expiration 
of  the  year  for  which  the  oill  made  appropriatioYis. 

It  is  suggested  to  me  that  the  law  aoolishing 
flogging  in  the  NaVy  was  also  put  into  a  general 
^jpropriation  bill.  Is  the  construction  to  be  put 
upon  that,  timt  it  expired  with  the  fiscal  year  for 
which  the  Rppropriations  were  made  ?  Xot  at  all. 
It  is  considered  now  as  one  of  the  general,  bind- 
ing; laws  of  the  land,  and  is  so  construed  by  the 
whole  Navy.  And  it  is  the  same  with  reference 
to  this  bill. 

There  \»  some  authority  upon  this  subject.     I 

hold  in  my  hand  a  report  mnde  by  a  committee  of 

the  Senate,  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred  in 

March,  1851.   Mr.  CoopKR,from  that  committee, 

reported : 

"That  tbey  bnvc  carefully  considered  the  proviiions  of 
rfie  itft>re»aid  act,  and  are  of  opinion  tbat  so  tnacti  of  the 
«UBC  as  provide:*  *  tlint  Uie  mileage  of  Uie  Senatora  and 
HcpfesentatiyeH  from  California,  and  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon,  be  computed  and  paid  according  to  the  niut»t  usual 
irmrfins  route  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,'  Ih 
permanent ;  and  that  the  mileaga  of  the  {Senators  Orom  the 
Stase-of  Califomia,  Mbookl  be  aaeertained  and  paid  in  pur- 
maoce  of  tbi*  provision.'* 

Tbttt,  1  apprehend,  is  the  right  construction. 
Perhaps  thai  construction  has  been  reversed  by 
the  Senate,  but  1  think  it  is  the  correct  construc- 
tion of  the  act. 

Mr.  Srr  ANTON,  of  Tennessee,  (interruptine.) 
I  tbiok,  that  upon  the  very  face  of  this  act,  the 
ooostruetion  contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  cannot  be  maintained.  The  pro- 
vision in  the  deficiency  bill  is  to  this  effect: 

'«  Providti,  That  the  mileage  of  the  Senatora  and  Repre- 
•cinuivea  rVom  Colifbraia,  and  the  Delegate  from  Oregon, 
ke  caanputed  aocordiog  to  the  nott  ntaal  traveling  roate 
HithiD  the  limlu  of  the  United  States :  and  the  per  diem  of 
iftid  Benatori  and  Representatives  for  this  aesaioa  •ban 


commence  fVom  the  day  on  which  the  constitution  of  Cali- 
(bmia  was  first  communicated  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, respectively." 

It  applies  to  that  appropriation  alone,  and  the 
proviso  certainly  cannot,  by  any  sort  of  conslruc- 
tionj^be  made  tp  extend  to  others.  If  it  had  said 
the  mileage  AaU  htret^fUr  be  computed  by  such  a 
route,  tliere  niight  be  some  reason  for  the  con- 
struction, but  it  is  a  proviso  that  the  mileage  nro- 
videdfor  in  Uus  deficiency  bill  shall  be  computed  by 
such  a  route. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  had  mmked  a  clause  in  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion to  which  I  wished  to  refer, but  I  cannot  now 
lay  my  hand  upon  it.  It  was,  however,  the  clause 
to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  providing  that 
land  waiTunts  shall  not  be  located  upon  any  lands 
except  those  surveyed  at  the  time  the  bill  was 
passed.  By  looking  at  the  phraseology  it  will  be 
found,  that  that  proviso  comes  in  in  precisely  the 
same  way  that  the  proviso  comes  in  in  this  de- 
ficiency bill. 

But  the  point  to  which  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  when  I  first  rose,  and  which  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  answered , 
was  this:  AAer  providing  that  the  rate  of  mileage 
shall  be  ascertained  in  a  particular  way,  the  law 
then  says,  that  the  per  diem  for  this  Msjrion,  and  so 
forth,  showing  thatit  was  evidently  Uie  intention 
of  the  law-makers  to  restrict  the  latter  clause  of 
the  proviso,  and  that  the  first  clause  of  the  proviso 
WAS  to  be  general  in  its  operation. 

If  I  am  correct  in  the  construction  which  I  have 
given  to  this  act,  then  the  Committee  on  Mileage 
should  have  ascertained  the  mileage  due  to  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon  according 
to  the  terms  of  this  act,  and  that  is  by  the  overland 
route;  and  they  should  have  ascertained  the  mile- 
age due  to  the  Representatives  from  California 
according  to  the  same  route.  And  if  the  House 
should  concur  with  me,  that  the  construction  which 
I  give  to  this  act  is  the  true  construction,  and  that 
it  is  a  permanent  and  not  a  temporary  provision, 
then  a  simple  resolution  of  the  House  so  constru- 
iag  the  law,  is  all  that  will  be  necessary,  and  di- 
recting the  committee  to  reverse  the  decision  made 
in  its  construction. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  On  yesterday  1  was  in- 
<}uired  of  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
Ima,  [Mr.  Wooowaro,]  whether  the  general  law 
of  1818  did  not  limit  the  mileage  of  members  to  tlie 
amount  of  their  per  diem.  At  that  time,  I  stated 
very  confident!/  that  no  such  provision  was  to  be 
found  in  that  law.  I  wiil  now  read  the  section  of 
the  law.    It  is  as  follows: 

'*  Ssc.  2.  jind  ke  it  further  enacttdy  That  at  every  sestsinn 
of  Congress  atler  tlic  coid  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sevenrcen.  each  Representative  and  Delegate 
•hall  be  entitled  to  rpceive  ei ^Iit  dollars  for  every  day  he  has 
attended,  or  Hhall  attend,  the  House  of  Represeutativep,  and 
shall  aliwi  be  allowed  eight  dollars  for  every  tweoQ'  miles  of 
the  estimated  di»lance  by  the  inotH  usual  road,  from  his  place 
of  residence  to  tlie  seat  of  Congress,  nt  the  romnioncemcnt 
and  end  of  every  such  session  and  meeting;  atid  that  all 
sums  for  tnivci  already  perfbrmed,  to  be  due  and  payable  at 
tlie  time  of  poAsing  this  act.  And  in  ea^e  an^  r^preiscnta- 
live  or  delegate  has  been,  is,  or  shall  b<^,  detained  by  sick- 
ness, on  bis  journey  to  or  from  Uie  sej«lon  of  Congress,  or, 
alter  his  arrival,  has  been,  is.  or  MiatI  be.  unable  to  attend 
tbo  House  of  KepresenmUve«*,  be  shall  be  entiUed  to  the 
xame  daily  allowance.  .Vnd  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Rpprettenratires  shall  be  cnliilcd  to  receive,  in  addition  to 
bia  compensation  as  a  repre«cntBtive,  eight  dollars  for  every 
day  be  ha^  attended,  or  shall  attend,  the  House :  ProvUtd 
ftturayf ,  That  no  Representative  or  Delegate  shall  be  allowed 
a  sum  exceodin$r  tii'-  rate  of  eiffht  dollars  a  day,  from  the 
end  of  one  nessiou  to  Uie  Ume  of  his  taking  his  seat  in  an- 
other." 

Mr.  STUART,  (interrupting.)  Will  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  yield  the  floor  for  a  motion 
to  adjourn  r  *** 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  have  only  i^.«w  re- 
marks to  make,  but  I  have  no  objection  to  give 
way  for  an  adjournment. 

fCries  of  «*Go  on!"and  "Oh,  no!'T 


|| 


!l     By  Mr.  EDGERTON:  Petitiona  of  dtlsena  of  Henry 
1   county,  Ohio,  for  an  amendment  of  the  bouoty  land  law  of 

Also,  the  memorial  of  assistant  marshals  of  Allen  and 
Shelby  counties,  Ohio,  asking  additional  eompensaAkm  ftv 
taking  the  census. 

By  Af  r.  SCHOONM  AK£R :  The  petition  of  0arah  Gard- 
iner, mother  of  Captain  J.  R.  B.  Gardiner,  daceascd,  for 
bounty  land  ajid  a  [icnsion. 

Ali»o,  tlie  petition  of  Enos  Mallory,  of  New  York,  for  a 
pension. 

Dy  Mr.  MILL80N :  The  petition  of  dtisaaa  of  Nor- 
folk, praj'ing  the  establiMhment  of  a  post  route  from  Mat- 
thews Cotirt-House  to  Norfolk,  via  East  river. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  The  memorials  of  Coleman 
Noel,  Wiley  C.  Burton,  and  Amoe  8.  Wells,  administrator 
of  the  estate  of  Joseph  flerin,  deceased,  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, praying  addiuonal  compensation  for  their  services  as 
assistant  maritbnls  in  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  DUKKEE :  The  petition  of  Washington  Baatiaa 
and  388  othen*,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  Cou* 
greiis  to  refuse  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  McCormick's 
reaper. 

Alvo,  the  memorial  of  the  Janesville  County  Agricultoral 
Society,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a  national  Aplcoltural 
Bureau. 

Alt(o,  a  memorial  from  the  mayor,  United  States  marsbaJ, 
and  authorities  of  the  city  of  Milwaukie,  recommending  the 
<«encral  Government  to  build  at  certain  points  the  wbtkiy 
anchorage,  as  exhibited  by  Colonel  Sberbum. 

Also,  uie  memorial  of  John  H.  Sherbum,  presenting  the 
same  subject  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  WRLCH  :  The  petition  of  John  C.  Hnlcomband 
Edward  T.  Hulcomb,  asking  an  increase  of  emnpensation 
ibr  servicer  as  a.<9i<itant  marshals  in  taking  the  ceusos. 

By  Mr.  HENN:  The  petition  of  George  W.  Crawford 
and  30  others,  cititens  of  Reiuy  county,  Iowa,  asking  a 
pant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Burlingtoif,  via  Mount  Pleasant,  Fairfield  and  Oitomway 
to  tile  Missouri  river. 

By  Mr.  PITCH  :  The  petition  of  John  Dunning,  aasittaBt 
marshal  of  Porter  cotuity,  Indiana,  asking  additional  com- 
pensation. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  petition  of  Richard  Botier  and 
othen,  in  Ikvor  of  establishing  a  post  route  along  the  plank 
road  from  Mt.  Clemens,  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan^  1^ 
way  of  Romeo,  to  Almont,  in  Lapeer  county,  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  petition  of  E.  P.  Hastings,  asking  for  compen- 
sation  as  pension  agent  from  1836  to  1846.  • 

By  Mr.  B.\BCOCK:  The  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Board 
of  Trade,  and  other  citizens  of  Oswego,  lukiiig  Govern- 
ment to  build  a  sol^  aiicboraffe  in  the  baribor  of  Oswego,  at 
exhibited  to  them  by  Colonel  Sberbum. 

Also,  petition  of  citizens  of  Osweio  cownv.  New  York, 
praying  a  change  in  the  bounty  land  Taw  of  1850. 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN:  The  petition  of  John  A.  Poor, 
Elijah  L.  Hamlin,  and  A.  G.  Chandler,  executive  conmiit- 
tee  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  members  of  the 
corporation  of  the  Europcaii  and  North  American  Railway, 
for  aid  to  said  work. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  A.  M.  Robertsand  otberii,mer> 
chantM,  ship-owners,  and  Insurers  of  Bangor,  Maine,  against 
the  repeal  of  an  **  Act  for  tiie  reduction  of  the  costs  and  ex- 
penditures in  admirality  against  ships  and  vessels,''  passed 
.March  3, 1847. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  iohn  R.  Bond, 
praying  conipeuiMition  for  his  services  as  acting  purser. 

By  Mr.  PRICE :  The  memorial  of  Roi*well  L.  Colt, gov. 
ernor  of  the  Society  for  evtablishing  useful  Manufactures, 
Charles  Danforth,  Daniel  Barkalow,  C.  S.  Van  Wagoner, 
A.  CanfieM.  C.  Colt,  R.  B.  Cliiswell,  D.  K.  Allen,  and  tt2 
othertt,  citiz'.'ns  of  Paterw>n,  New  Jersey,  interested  in  the 
silk  trade  of  the  United  States,  represent,  that  the  present 
tariff*  on  raw  silk  i«  destructive  to  the  interests  of  a  lane 
class  of  American  citizens,  and  desire  a  total  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  raw  sitk,  and  to  make  a  clear  discrimination  be- 
tween it  and  an  article  fkr  advanced  in  ft^  progi^s  of  man- 
ulhctufp. 

By  Mr.  DOTY  :^  A  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Wis- 
consin, relative  lo  tiie  militar>'  reservation  at  Fort  Winne- 
bago. 

Al»o,  tiic  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Columbia,  soliciting  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Wit- 
!  couFin  of  the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Winnebago,  in 
;  aid  of  the  improvementof  the  Xeenah  and  Wisconsin  nvere. 
By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  TonnnsMc:  The' petition  and 
.  other  papers  of  Samuel  5Iorelock,  praying  Congress  te 
place  liix  name  on  th«*  roll  of  inxnilid  pensiono. 
By   Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio:  The  memorial  of  the  as- 
'  sistant  mar-^hals  of  Columbiana  county,  lor  an  increased 
conipen»-atiun  for  servicer  in  taking  the  census,  bx. 
Also,  from  citizens  of  Cnrrnll  and  Tuscarawas  counties, 
I  for  a  mail  route  from  Carrollton  to  Zoar,  Ohio. 
,      AI«o,  from  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  for  a  ship 

canal  nround  the  Fall^  of  Sit*.  Marie'<»  river,  Michigan. 

!      llv  Mr.  BUWJY :  Tbc  miMnoriol  of  Almon  Hayes.  P.  Z. 

Coleman,  and  Mar?atet  A.  8tok«'8,  widow  of  E.  G.  Stokes, 

deceased,  asvistant  marshals  of  the  county  of  Richland, 

'  Ohio,  awkinz  incj'f.'ised  coiiif)eDttation  for  taking  Ihacensu*. 

By  Mr.  FOUXER:  The  petition  of  William  D.  Simmons 

and  100  othcni,  citizens  of  Plymouth,  Massarhnsttis ;  also, 


Mr.  H.      I  give  way  to  the  gen llenjan  from  i  I  of  N.  Pendleton  and  10  othej^.  merchants  and  shii>-mastcra 
Michigan. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  STUART, 

The  House  aidjourncd  until  to-morrow. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorialf,  &c. ,  wore  presented 
under  th«  rule,  and  reierrod  to  th«  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  WALLACE :  The  petition  of  Whitemarsb  B. 
Seabrook,  Joseph  Whaley.and  others,  pra>ing  payment  for 
military  service  rendered  tbc  United  States  in  the  war  of 
IBIS. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  A  memorial  fh>m  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  aninst  the  renewal  of  the 
patent  granted  to  Austin  and  Zebulon  Parker  for  alleged 
unprovements  in  reaction  water-wheels. 


of  Bangor,  in  Maine ;  also,  of  P.  Jones,  Jr.,  and  103  others, 
master  mariners  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Seituate,  in  the  State  of 
Massachnsetti. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  AYERETT, 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  eranted  to  withdraw  (nm  ibt 
files  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Captain  Thomaii  Thweatfs 
hein>,  petitioning  for  commutation  pay,  and  refer  them  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. . 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  SCUDDUR, 

Orftereds  That  tiio  petitions  of  Zacchru'*  Knowle.'i  and 
otlifr.^,  and  Jo«hua  Knowlf"  nnd  otin^r*.  im  ailownnce  of 
fishimt  bonntici*  to  the  ownern  a:id  crew  or  sctjotniPrs  Flnnlln 
and  Gurnet,  of  Truro,  M.-v^athusetto,  be  taken  from  Ihe 
flies  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  C<Nameroc. 
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IN  SENATE. 

WcDNE8DAT»  Pthrumry  18,  1852.  * 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Ltttlbton  P.  Morgan. 

EXBCtJtIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

A  mesaage  from  Ute  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received  by  Mr.  M.  P.  Fillmore,  his 
Secretary,  transmittiiig  to  Congress  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  United  Slates  under  the  convention 
with  Brazil,  setting  forth  the  obstacles  which 
have  impeded  the  conclusion  of  the  business  of 
that  commission;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
Ce  4be  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  H. 
Kikendall,  an  assistant  marshal  for  taking  xhe 
Seventh  Census  in  Ohio,  oraying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York, 
praying  the  construction  of  ship  canals  around 
the  Fans  of  Niantra,  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  which 
was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Clem- 
ent, Charles  L.  Mass,  and  William  K.  Caton, 
praying  remuneration  for  being  deprived,  under 
an  Indian  treaty,  of  certain  land  upon  which 
they  were  digging  gold;  which  was  r^erred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  a  pension  may  be  allowed  Daniel  Doland, 
for  injuries  received  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  in  favor  of  a  donation 
of  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Jesup  to  the  State, 
for  the  purp#ie  of  establishing  a  semmary  of  learn- 
ing thereon ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  an  appropriation 
of  land  to  establish  a  lunatic  asylum,  andTfor  the 
education  of  the  blind  aod  the  deaf  and  dumb; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma, asking  a  grant  of  land  to  equalize  the  value 
of  the  sixteenth  sections  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma, asking  an  extension  of  the  time  for  making 
selections  of  school  lands;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alaba- 
ma, asking  a  graduation  of  the  price  of  Uie  public 
lands  in  that  State;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
ComiSiittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial  of  Henry 
Qrinnetl,  praying  the  Gk>vemment  to  accept  the 
vessels  which  were  purchased  and  prepared  by 
him  and  sent  in  searcn  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and 
his  companions,  to  be  tised  with  others  in  a  new 
expedition  for  the  same  purpose,  which  he  prays 
may  be  fitted  out  the  ensuing  spring;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  NavalAfTairs. 

Mr.  CHASE  pre^nted  a  memorial  of  insurance 
companies,  merchants,  and  others  interested  in 
the  CoiAmerce  of  Cincinnati,  praying  that  the  act 
reducing  the  costs  of  proceedings  in  admiralty 
arainst  ships  and  vessels  may  not  be  repealea; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  seven  memorials  of 
assistant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census 
in  Indiana,  praying  additional' compensation; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Common 
Council  of  Jefferson ville,  Indiana,  in  relation  to 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  and  recom- 
mending the  construction  of  a  new  canal  around 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  California,  urging  an  immediate  survey  of  the 
public  lands  in  that  State,  and  the  adoption  of  a 
liberal  system  towards  the  State  in  their  disposi- 
tion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 


Onlered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  children  of  Jofepb 
Bradley  y  deceased,  on  the  filet  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Commiuee  od  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 
Orderedf  That  David  Taylor  have  leave  to  withdraw  hie 
memorial  and  papera  on  the  Executive  files  of  the  Senate. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize' 
tlie  State  of  Wisconsin  to  select  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  that  State  is  entitled  under  the  act 
of  8th  August,  1846,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Johnson  Lykens,  reported  thereon,  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
wan  referred  the  memorial  of  Johnson  K.  Rogers, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Corde- 
rey;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    The  report  was  oraered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Minnesojta;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  read  in?. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah 
Miller,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Noah 
Miller,  of  Lincolnville,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
for  the  relief  of  other  persons;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  ihe  Mayor  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Washinj^n,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  collection  district  of 
Qeori^etown  to  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  which  was  reaa  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert T.  Norris,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Commence,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lewis  H.  Bates 
and  William  Lacon,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Qommittee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bUl  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steani;"  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  five  hondred  extra  copies  of  the  said  bill 
be  printed  ft>r  the  uae  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
tha L.  Downes,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
the  right^of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  Su^y^  of  Florida  and  Alabama  in  aid  of  the 
construijon  of  a  railroad  from  the  waters  of  the 
Pensacola  Bay,  in  Florida,  to  Montgomery,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  KOSSUTH. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  a  letter 
of  Louis  Kossuth  to  the  President  or  the  Senate, 
pro  iem,,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion addren^  by  him  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  directed  me  to  report  in  favor  of 
printingthe  same. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Before  the  vote  upon  the 
concurrence  in  that  report  is  taken,  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  subject.  I, 
as  an  individual  Senator,  am  opposed  to  the  prints 
ing  of  these  letters;  and  I  simply  desire  to  call  the 


attention  of  the  Senate  to  it,  as  Senatorrdo  aoi 
usually  give  their  attention  to  these  rqxms  xaAvm 
it  is  specially  called  to  them.  The  motion  it  to 
print  matter  which  I  think  is  not  atall  neeesstrv  for 
the  public  interest.  It  is  a  subject  upon  whica  we 
have  already  had  so  much  printing  and  so  mnoh 
talking  here,  that  I  think  it  is  time,  with  all  itttt- 
ence  to  tlie  opinions  of  others,  that  it  should  be 
disposed  of  finally,  and  not  printed  or  talked  about 
any  more.  1  unaerstand  the  usual  custom  i«  to 
submit  a  report  for  the  concurrence  or  rejection  of 
the  Senate  when  it  oomes  fVom  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Generally  spring,  it  ii 
taken  up  as  soon  as  the  report  is  made.  The 
question,  then,  will  be  on  concurring  in  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BADCySR.  I  really  hope  the  Senate  will 
not  concur  in  the  report*  I  was  in  hopes  that  we 
had  got  rid  of  this  subject  after  the  military  ap- 
pearance which  M.  Kossuth  niade  in  this  Hall 
some  time  a^o,  and  that  he  would  not  be  presented 
here  again,  in  his  literary  character,  j  move  te 
lay  the  report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  wUl  with- 
draw that  motion  for  a  short  time. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Certainly,  if  the  Senator  wiQ 
renew  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wiU  renew  it  if  the  Senator 
wUl  authorize  me  to  withdraw  it  ahouhl  any  other 
Senior,  for  the  pturpose  of  making  any  remsrki, 
desire  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BADGER.   I  withdraw  it  unconditionally. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  believe  I  have  troubled  (he 
Senate  as  little  as  any  member,  in  relation  to  the 
individual  who  has  made  this  communication  te 
Uie  Sendte.  I  do  not  recollect  that  his  name  erer 
passed  j^y  lips  on  this  floor  until  this  monin^t 
when  I  made  that  report.  The  communieatioD  « 
at  least  from  a  very  distinguished  indhridutL 
There  are  those  in  this  body  who  desire  that  k 
shall  be  preserved  at  len^h  upon  the  reeonb  of 
the  Senate.  It  comes  within  no  rule  which  bu 
been  laid  down  by  the  Printing  Committee,  or  by 
the  Senate,  in  relation  to  printing;  bat  it  if  a 
question  which  stands  outside  of  aU  those  vaAm. 
Taking,  then,  the  character  of  the  individual,  and 
the  disposition  of  many  Senators  to  spread  it  upas 
the  Journal,  and  there  preserve  it,  a  majorrtj  of 
your  comipittee  were  m  tiivor  of  printmg  it.  I 
will  consume  no  more  time  in  talking  upon  the 
subject* 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  not  go  on  the  Joo^ 
nal  if  it  is  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    Not  at  length. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  renew  the  motion  to  ley  the 
report  upon  Uie  table. 

Mr.  CHASE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upoa 
the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered;  and  beia^ 
taken,  resulted— yeas  16,  nays  34;  as  foUowa: 

YEAS— Me«ra.  Badger,  BeU,  Borlaad.  Butter.  Clvkc, 
Clemens,  Dawson.  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Ring^tiler,  met- 
ton,  Pratt,  Busk,  Spniance,  Underwood,  and  Upliam-»> 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Brif[ht,  Brodhesd,  CMi, 
Chase,  Davis.  Dodge  of  Wlseonsin,  Dodge  of  lswt,Ds» 
las,  Downs,  Fetch,  Pish,  Oeyer,  Owin,  Hanilla,  Jsom  « 
Iowa,  McRme.  Norris,  Seward,  Smith,  SooU,  Stockas, 
Sumner,  and  Wade— 94. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  vu 
not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  conw 
up  on  the  printing  of  the  communication  on  uf 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  CHASE  asked  for  the  yews  aodnayi  upot 

it.  .      , 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Before  the  vote  is  tak«,I 
have  one  remark  to  make  in  opposition  to  tbi 
proposition  to  print.  I  wish  to  call  the  attentioB 
of  the  Senate  to  the  (act,  that  these  letters  bare  al- 
ready been  printed  by  the  Senate;  that  tbey  are 
Erinted  now  in  the  two  newspapers  which  pob- 
sh  the  official  record  of  our  proceedings  here, 
and  that  the  whole  proceeding  appears  udob  «« 
Journal.  By  being  published  m  the  official  ffpor^ 
of  our  proceedings,  those  letters  have  sf  mucft 
publicity  given  to  them  as,  I  think,  any  rmon- 
able  man  can  require.  This  is  a  P^**!^"*^  *J 
print  these  comnuuiications  in  pamphlet  form,  w« 
make  them  one  of  our  regular  documeots.  *• 
that  I  am  opposed.  It  willincur  but  a  imtiiM- 
pense,  it  is  true,  but  it  will  be  giving  an  import- 
ance to  the  matter  to  which  it  is  not  enUtJed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  would  su«ast  to  my  fnea« 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Pnnang  Committee, 
[Mr.  Borland,]  that  to  give  publicity  to  the  com- 
municauon  is  not  at  aU  the  object  of  this  pnnunj. 
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It  18  to  Itave  tkifl  conmmnication  from  th»  Gtov- 
eraoFijnr  Chief  Magistrate,  of  the  independent 
State  and  Kingdom  of  Hungary,  and  the  irabodi- 
roent  of  the  very  principles  of  republicanisn 
throoghoiit  the  world,  in  our  Congressional  docu- 
ments, to  be  handed  do  wn  to  posterity  in  company 
with  communications  of  a  similar  kind  which 
come  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  am  not  going  to  <u^e  this  ques- 
tion  at  an,  particularly  on  the  issue  made  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  This 
communication,  as  I  understand  it,  is  simply  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  this  gentleman  to  Congress 
for  inviting  him  here.  It  is  sent  to  us  in  the  most 
modest  and  proper  language.  All  that  is  proposed 
isj  that  we  should  show,  upon  our  record,  that  we 
have  received  it,  and  given  it  that  respect  to  which 
it  is  entitled.  As  the  issue  now  is,  to  refuse  Ut 
print  it,  is  to  reject  it,  and  throw  contempt  «pon 
the  man.    That  1  am  not  disposed  to  do. 

Mr.  BUTL£R.  I  recollect  thatwhen  the  #op- 
osition  was  before  the  Senate  to  welcome  Louis 
Kossuth,  it  was  expressly  disclaimed  that  it  was 
with  any  view  to  address  the'  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  to  place  it  upon  a  parallel  with  the 
reception  of  LAfayette,  which  was  a  very  hi^h 
honor,  I  confess.  I  now  understand  this  gentle- 
man to  have  written  to  the  President.  So  far  as 
it  was  a  private  communication  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  returning  his  thanks  for  kon- 
ors  which  had  been  shown  him  by  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  there 
could  be  no  oojection  to  it;  but  when  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  proper  to  send  a  communication  of 
that  kind  to  the  Senate,  it  is  allowing  this  gentle- 
man— ^Mr.  Kossuth — to  address  himself  indirectly 
to  the  Senat^of  the  United  States,  and,  so  far  as 
this  proceeding  will  do  it,  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
this  Dody,  impliedly,  to  the  doctrines  set  forth  in 
that  paper;  for  it  is  not  a  simple  expression  of  his 
return  of  thanks  to  this  body. 

Mr.  BADGER.    By  no  means. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  must  not  go  out  with  anv 
sQch  understandii^.  If  it  had  beien  of  that  kina, 
I  presume  it  would  never  have  found  its  way  here. 
If  it  had  been  a  simple,  modest  return  of  thanks  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  we  would  never 
have  heard  of  that  paper.  But  it  is  the  vehicle, 
under  the  name  of  retumine  thanks  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, of  the  doctrine  of  uus  gentleman,  and  so 
far  as  we  give  our  sanction  to  it,  we  are  called  upon 
to  do  it.  In  other  words»  we  are  called  upon  to 
take  this  paper  from  this  ex-Governor,  or  gentle- 
man who  claims  to  be  the  Governor  of  a  foreign 
country,  and  place  it  upon  our  archives  as  one  of 
the  documents  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.    It  is  a  political  paper. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  is  a  political  paper  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes.  What  effect  it  may  have 
upon  the  pubhc  mind  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
j^irope,  I  know  not.  But  the  object  is,  diaruise 
it  as  gentlemen  may,  to  send  it  forth  with  aU  the 
indorsement  and  imposing  sanction  that  can  be 
imparted  to  it  by  this  body.  It  is  not  a  simple  re- 
turn of  thanks,  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
calls  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  did  not  intend  to  sav  another 
word.  But,  really,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  new 
idea,  that  because  we  print  a  paper,  we  advocate 
the  sentiments  (U>ntained  in  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.    I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  understood  that  that  was  the  in- 
timation of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Very  far  from  it.  I  attempted 
to  be  very  explicit,  and  I  said  that  this  gentleman 
wanted  this  to  be  sent  forth,  by  implicauon,  under 
the  sanction  of  this  body.  I  did  not  say  that,  if 
we  print  it,  we  sanction  the  doctrines  contained  in 
it.  I  dare  say  some  gentlemen  are  very  willing  to 
adopt  them.    I  am  not. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
communication  was  received  yesterday  by  the 
Senate,  it  was  addressed  to  you,  as  the  President 
of  this  body.  By ''yourself,  as  President,  it  was 
laid  before  us.  It  was  read  to  the  Senate,  after 
the  question  upon  reading  had  been  put  by  the 
Chair,  without  objection.  And  then  a  motion 
was  made  by  myself,  that  it  should  bv  printed; 
which  went,  in  its  regular  course,  and  without 
objection,  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  The 
Comnutteeon  Printing)  this  morning,  has  reported 
in  &vor  of  printing  this  document,  and  now,  if 
the  Senate  refuse  to  print  it,  it  will  be  taken  as  an 
act  of  discourtesy.    1  do  not  say  that  such  will  be 


the  motive  that  will  prompt  Senators  to  vote  against 
the  printing;  but  it  will  be  so  taken  throughout 
the  country.  I  did  not  participate  to  any  extent 
in  the  debates  which  arose  in  regard  to  the  wel- 
come reception  of  this  di8ting[ui8hed  man;  but  1 
know  the  sentiment  which  animates  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  in  regard  to  him. 
I  know  the  sentiment  which  animates,  especially, 
the  people  of  my  own  State.  They  have  received 
him  with  distinctions  and  honors,  which  have 
never  before  been  paid  to  mortal  man,  but  La- 
fayette. And,  in  that,  sir,  let  me  say,  Uiey  have 
simply  imitated  the  example  of  this  Senate,  which 
paid  to  him  honors  which  it  never  before  paid  to 
any  other  man  but  Lafayette. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.    Did  not  the  Ohio  Legisla- 
ture refuse  to  pay  his  expenses  ? 

Mr.  CHASE.  They  did  not:  and  I  am  happy 
that  an  occasion  is  presented  for  the  contradiction 
of  that  rumor.  And  now,  when  this  distinguished 
exile  returns  to  us,  modestly  and  courteously,  his 
thanks  for  the  honor  we  have  done  him,  and  the 
committee  which  has  charge  of  this  matter  reports 
in  favor  of  printing  his  communication,  can  we  do 
less  than  print  it  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  do 
nothing  Iess«  without  discourtesy. .  I  am  therefore 
in  favor  of  printing.  And  I  am  in  favor  of  it  for 
another  reason.  Because  I  would  take  every  op- 
portunity leg^itimately  offering  itself  to  avow  my 
sympathy  with  that  man  and  nis  mission,  and  mv 
concurrence  in  the  great  general  principles  whicn 
he  proclaims  in  the  hearing  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. I  think  it  is  proper,  Mr.  President,  since  this 
Question  has  assumed  the  shape  it  has,  to  renew 
tne  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
print. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU  take  occa- 
sion to  say,  in  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  the  communi- 
cation was  not  addressed  to  the  Presiding  Officer 
of  the  Senate.  There  was  a  letter  received  from 
Louis  Kossuth,  addressed  to  me,  and  which  he 
requested  me  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  enclosing  a 
communication  which  he  had  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  was  informed,  he 
says,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  that  was  not 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  and  that  the 
President  could  not  communicate  it  to  Congress; 
and,  in  consequence  of  that  information,  as  he 
states  in  his  letter  to  me,  and  on  advice  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  he  should  adopt  the  course 
of  addressing  it  to  the  Presiding  Officers  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he 
did  so.  I  hesitated  for  some  time  with  regard  to 
my  duty  to  lay  such  a  paper  before  the  Senate. 
But»  on  consulting  with  others,  I  thought  it  was 
the  best  course  to  pursue. 

«  Mr.  BADGER.  If  there  is  any  implication  of 
discourtesy  to  Louis  Kossuth  in  the  Senate's  re- 
fusing to  print  Uiis  document,  the  disrespect,  I 
think,  must  be  fairly  attributable  to  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  When  these  papers  were  offered  here 
yesterday,  and  read,  everything  was  done  with 
respect  to  them  which  was  necessary  to  prevent 
any  manifestation  of  disrespect  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate.  He  thought  proper,  however,  to  make  a 
motion  to  print  the  papers.  They  are  of  a  char- 
acter which  the  Senate  is  not  in  the  habit  of  print- 
ing; and  I  believe  the  Senate  has  never  received 
such  papers  b^^fore.  We  have  papers  laid  upon 
our  tables  every  morning  by  dozens,  that  nobody 
ever  thinks  of  movine  to  print.  But  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  in  his  zeal  to  reflect  the  enthusiasm  of 
his  State  in  favor  of  Louis  Kossuth,  is  jj^ot  con- 
tent with  the  papers  being  presented  and  read,  but 
he  moves  to  print  them.  Under  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  Uie  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  The  Committee  on  Printing,  ani- 
mated, I  suppose,  by  the  same  favorable  disposi- 
tion towards  the  enthusiasm  which  has  sprung  up 
in  this  country  toward  this  great  military  chief- 
tain, or  warrior — but  who,  my  friend  from  Ala- 
bama said  the  other  day,  was  not  ereat  at  fight- 
ing— ^report  back  the  motion,  and  recommend 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  it.  Now,  I  say,  that  as 
there  was,  in  my  judgment,  no  propriety  in  the 
original  motion  to  print,  as  it  ift  not  in  accordance, 
as  I  think,  with  the  usages  of  the  Senate  to  print 
such  papers — as  the  case  is  of  a  description  pecu- 
liar and  unusual  in  our  proceedings — there  is  no 
disrespect  offered  to  the  person  in  question  by  re- 
fusing to  print  them.  But  if  there  be  any  disre- 
spect, it  is  brought  upon  us  by  no  action  of  the 


Senate  at  all,  but  in  consequence  of  the  motion 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  For  my  own 
part,  I  wish  that  the  records  could  be  kept,  as  far 
as  possible,  clear  of  any  further  proceedings  re- 
specting this  gentleman. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  voted  against  the 
proposition  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,  and  'I 
shall  vote  for  the  printing  of  this  communication. 
I  was  influenced,  and  am  influenced,  by  consider- 
ations of  respect  and  courtesy  toward  the  distin- 
fished  personage  from  whom  it  proceeds.  But 
am  influenced  more  by  a  consideration  of  the 
self-respect  which  I  think  theSenateowes  to  itself. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  a  time  in- 
teresting to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  free  govern- 
ment throughout  the  world,  sent  a  national  ship 
to  bring  this  personage  from  Europe  to  our  shores. 
On  his  arrival  here,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  name,  and  in  behalf  of  the  American 
people,  bade  him  welcome  to  the  capital.  He 
came  here,  and  was  received  by  Congress.  Upon 
his  departing,  he  addressed  to  the  Congre^  a  re- 
spectful note  through  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  but  fornoahties  of  etiquette  prevented  the 
President  from  sendinj^  it  to  Congress,  and  it  is 
now  respectfully  submitted  by  the  gentlenwn  him- 
self to  Congress.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  refusal  to 
receive  it  can  do  no  injury  to  him,  but  may  impair 
our  own  self-respect.  It  is  but  courteous,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  to  give  a  respectful  congS  to 
our  guest.  Congress  having  received  this  person 
as  a  guest,  it  appears  to  me,  onlv  ^acquits  itself  of 
an  ordinary  act  of  hospitality  by  receiving  this 
communication.  Under  these  circumstances,  with- 
out at  all  referring  to  the  contents  of  the  paper,  or 
to  the  manner  of  the  paper,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
to  receive  it:  i  see  nothing  objectionable  in  the 
communication;  but  if  there  was,  courtesy,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  would  seem  to  make  it  our 
duty  to  receive  it,  however  objectionable  it  might 
be. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Did  I  understand  the  Chair  to 
say,  that  this  communication  was  not  addressed 
to  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  state  again 
what  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The  paper  pro- 
posed to  be  printed,  was  address^  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
by  letter,  (as  Louis  Kossuth  informs  me  in  a  let- 
ter, dated  at  Cin<;innati,)  informed  him  that  the 
President  declined  to  communicate  it  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  as  it  was  not  exactly  in  ac- 
cordance with  usage;  and  he  suggested  to  him  the 
propriety  of  sending  it  to  the  Prraiding  Officers  of 
the  two  Houses;  in  consequence  of  wnich  he  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  me,  stating  this  fact,  and  asking 
me  to  present  it  to  the  Senate.  I  presented  the 
letter  addressed  to  me  by  Louis  Kossuth,  together 
with  ^  pAper  which  was  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and^hich  the  President 
had  declined  to  lay  before  Congress,  and  had  bo 
notified  Louis  Kossuth  through  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Here  is  the  letter,  dated  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  February  14,  1852,  and  addressed 
to  the  Hon.  Wm.  R.  King,  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate. It  sets  forth,  that  on  the  12th  of  January, 
Kossuth  addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  toe 
United  States,  and  requested  him  to  communicate 
it  to  Congress;  and  a  copy  of  that  letter  is  an- 
nexed to  his  communication  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  under  the  advisement  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.    I  will  read  that  part  of  his  letter: 

«  Not  initiated  into  the  diptomatic  fbrmt  of  the  United 
States,  I  respeetftilly  directed  my  farewell  to  his  Excellen- 
cy the  President,  and  requested  him  to  communicate  my 
assurance  of  everiasting  gratitude  to  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

"The  Secretary  of  State  had  since  the-great  kindness  to 
infbnn  me,  though  his  letter  has  reached  me  but  recently, 
that  my  request  in  respect  to  the  communication  would 
have  been  gladly  complied  with,  if  it  were  consistent  with 
the  acceptM  forms ;  and  he  suggested  it  to  me,  as  a  more 
appropriate  way,  to  send  eopies  of  my  address  to  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House. 

**  It  is  upon  this  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
I  have  now  the  great  honor  to  inclose  the  feeble  expression 
of  my  everlasting  gratitude  uid  hope,  with  the  request  to 
have  it  communicated  to  the  august  body  of  which  you  are 
Ae  President. 

"  Mr.  President  of  the  Senate,  your  most  humble  and 
devout  servant,  L.  KOSSUTH." 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  wish  to  bring  to  tljf  view  of 
the  Senate  a  remark  made  by  this  gentleman  in 
the  first  paragraph  of  his  letter  to  the  Presiding 
Officer  of  this  body.    He  says: 

"  Before  I  left  Washington  city,  I  felt  myself  bound  by 


588 


the;  congressional  globe. 


Feb.  18, 


gntitade  to  return  my  wmmatt  thank*  to  the  Govenunent 
aod  Uie  CongroM  of  the  Unittd  StatM,  for  their  nnerooe 
patronage  they  bad  so  kind^  graated  to  me  a«  to  the  ham- 
ble  reproeenutiTe  of  my  country.** 

He  speaks  of  our  having  received  him  aa  **  the 
bumble  representative  of  his  country."  He  has 
oanumod)  m  that  leuer  to  us — wba^l  did  not  in- 
tend, by  any  vote  of  mine,  to  do— that  we  reooc- 
nized  him  as  an  official  representative,  or  any  oth- 
erwise as  a  representative^  or  that  he  had  anv 
country,  contradistinguished  from  the  one  which 
exists' under  the  Government  of  Austria.  But,  I 
suppose  this  gentleman  has  served  hiti  purposes 
very  well,  and  has,  in  some  measure,  subserved 
the  purposes  of  others,  by  being  a  pollticnl  agita- 
tor. And  it  is  in  that  point  of  view  that  he  com- 
mends himself,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  many  who 
vote  for  this. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  undertakes  to  say,  that 
if  we  refuse  to  print  this  communication,  it  will 
be  a  discourtesy.    Allow  me  to  say,  that  when 

fentlemen  make  imprudent  issues,  and  we  are  not 
ispysed  to  sustain  them  and  their  issues,  the  re- 
tort is  immediately  made:  If  you  do  not  do  so  and 
so,  which  we  have  tendered,  and  whicli  ought  not 
to  be  done,  the  reproach  falls  upon  those  who  op- 
pose imprudent  motions  of  this  kind,  if  you 
choose  to  call  them  so.  It  was  an  unusual  thing 
to  make  a  proposition  to  print  a  paper  of  this 
kind.  It  was  an  unusual  paper.  And  if  it  did 
uot  come  from  Louis  Kossuth,  with  all  the  asso- 
ciations connected  with  his  doctrines  and  his 
name,  1  answer  for  it,  that  no  such  motion  would 
have  been  made.  Gintlemen  cannot  disguise  the 
fact  from  the  country,  that  the  object  of  this  mo- 
tion is  to  give  importance  to  this  gentleman 's  mis- 
sion, and,  as  far  as  a  vote  will  go  to  do  it,  to  in- 
dorse his  doctrines  and  to  fortify  his  sentiments. 
I  cannot,  consistenly  with  my  regard  for  the  dig- 
nity of  tliis  body,  undertake  to  admit  the  opinions, 
much  less  sanction  tlie  interference — for  inter- 
ference it  is— of  this  foreigner. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  not  entered  into  any  dis- 
cussion in  relation  to  Kossuth;  and  I  do  not  think. 
I  have  any  extreme  opinions  on  any  side  of  the 

3uestion:  but  it  really  seems  to  me  astonishing 
lat  oppositionT  should  be  made  to  printing  this 
document.  The  honorable  Senator  fVom  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  thinks  it  is  not  such  a 
document  as  it  is  usual  to  print.  1  would  like 
that  gentleman  to  say  what  the  rule  is  on  that 
subject? — what  particular  kind  of  documents  is  it 
confined  to?  It  seems  to  me,  that,  instead  of  there 
being  anv  technical  rule  on  the  subject,  it  is  cu»- 
tomary  for  the  Senate  to  order  such  documents  to 
be  printed  as  they  think  will  be  useful,  and  ought 
to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  nation. 
We  often  print  memorials^  resolutions  from  State 
Legislatures,  and  many  other  documents  contain- 
ing facts  worthy  of  preservation.  Without  giving 
any  opinion  as  to  the  course  of  Kossuth,  or  any- 
thing connected  with  his  visit  to  the  United  States, 
I  must  say  that  his  visit,  his  reception  and  course 
here,  form  an  interesting  event  in  our  history. 
Without  expressing  any  approbation  of  his 
course,  or  any  opinion  in  regard  to  it,  I  think  it 
is  but  right  and  fair,  when  he  is  taking  leave  of 
us,  that  we  should  order  to  be  printed  and  put  on 
record  his  response.  I  do  not  reel  myself  respon- 
sible for  anytfiing  he  has  said,  if  he  nas  said  im- 
proper things;  but  this  is  a  part  of  the  liistory  of 
this  transaction;  and  I  cannot  conceive  why  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Badger]  and  ^he  honorable  Senator  from  SouUi 
Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  should  be  so  sensitive  on 
this  subject.  They  seem  to  be  actuated  by  a  kind 
of  hydrophobia,  as  if  everything  relating  to  Kos- 
suth had  something  injurious  ana  poisonous  about 
iu  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  there  is  such  deadly 
venom  in  everything  connected  with  Kossuth, 
these  two  gentlemen  ought  to  have  discovered  it 
a  long  while  since;  for  we  have  been  talking  and 
spwiking  about  Kossuth  for  half  the  session.  We 
invited  him  here;  we  have  had  him  among  us;  we 
extended  to  him  the  hospitalities  of  the  nation; 
and  now,  when  he  appears  in  our  midst  to  make 
his  bow,  are  we  to  say  that  we  will  not  accept  it, 
but  that  we  will  shove  him  out  of  doors,  and  tell 
him  he  has  no  business  here?  That  I  take  to  be 
the  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  my  honorable  friend 
from  Louisiana  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  make 
out  his  proposition!  He  says  that  those  of  us 
who  are  opposed  to  printing  this  communication 


stand  in  this  attitude:  That  we  have  invited  Louis 
Kossuth  here;  that  we  have  received  him  with  hos- 
pitality; and  that  now,  when  he  wants  to  make 
his  bow,  and  proposes  to  take  his  leave,  we  tell 
him  he  shall  not  make  his  bow  and  take  his  leave, 
but  that  we  will  kick  him  out.  How  does  that 
present  the  state  of  the  case  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate ?  1  thought  he  had  been  here.  I  thought  he 
had  been  received,  and  that  he  msde  his  bow.  I 
was  not  here  on  that  occasion,  but  1  suppose  he 
desired  to  make  his  bow,  and  I  am  sure  tnat  am- 
ple opportunity  was  allowed  him  to  make  his  bow; 
that  he  was  allowed  to  retire  out  of  the  Senate; 
and  that  he  was  neither  hurried  nor  kicked  out. 
He  now  sends  us  a  letter  which  he  calls  a  letter  of 
thanks.  Assume  it  to  be  a  letter  of  thanks.  We 
have  received,  we  have  read  it.  And  the  honora- 
ble Senator  says  it  is  equivalent  to  kicking  him 
out,  when  he  wants  to  make  his  bow,  if  wedonot 
print  and  preserve  it  among  the  arcliives  of  the 
country.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  very  strange 
interpretation  of  the  matter.  No  incivility  has 
been  offered  to  this  man.  The  Senate  has  received 
this  paper,  and  it  has  been  read  at  the  desk.  And 
it  is  said  that  we  are  now  ofiering  an  indignity  to 
him,  equivalentio  kicking  him  out,  when  he  wants 
to  make  his  bow  and  take  his  leave,  because  we 
object  to  printing  the  paper  he  has  sent  to  us.  We 
have  not  yet  quite  done  what  is  incumbent  upon 
us  in  this  matter,  and  what  I  am  ready  to  do  at 
any  moment;  that  is,  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred 
by  his  reception  here.  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
making  a  most  extravagant  caricature  of  the  posi- 
tion we  occupy  on  this  subject,  to  say  that  be- 
cause we  do  not  wish  the  communication  to  be 
printed,  we  are  offering  the  indignity  of  refusing 
to  let  the  gentleman  make  his. bow  and  depart.  I 
assure  my  honorable  friend  from  Louisiana  that 
no  man  in  this  country  is  more  heartily  willing. to 
let  him  make  his  bow  and  take  his  leave  of  us  and 
of  this  country,  now  and  forever,  than  1  am.  I 
would  instantly  withdraw  all  objection  to  the  print- 
ing, if  the  withdrawal  and  the  printing  would  have 
that  very  salutary  effect. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  have  found  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  accommodate  my  actions  here  to  the 
wishes,  I  will  not  say  capnce,  of  the  particular 
friends  of  Mr.  Kossutli.    I  certainly,  from  the  be- 

f  inning,  had  no  intention  or  wish  to  treat  him  with 
isrespect;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  treat  him  with 
very  great  respect.  To  show  that  I  did  so,  I  my- 
self introducea  a  resolution,  which  I  thought  a 
proper  one,  recognizing  him  as  the  guest  of  the 
nation;  inviting  him  hereto  the  capital;  providing 
for  his  welcome  when  he  got  here;  and  I  went  a 
step  further,  and  in  order  to  complete  the  whole 
business  at  once,  and  to  make  it  substantial  as 
well  as  formal,  I  provided  in  that  resolution  to  pay 
the  expenses  which  might  be  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  his  reception.  How  was  that  proposi- 
tion received  ?  I  was  told  by  the  peculiar  friends  of 
Mr.  Kossuth — ^particularly  by  one  gentleman  who 
seemed  to  have  him  in  special  charge,  and  who  on 
that  occasion  seemed  to  consider  himself  the  es- 
pecial guardian  of  Kossuth 's  honor  and  wishes, 
m  this  country — that  I  had  offered  a  monstrous  in- 
dignity,  and  grossly  insulted  Mr.  Kossuth  by  men- 
tioning money  in  connection  with  his  name,  in 
order  to  pay  his  expenses.  I  find(  however,  that 
other  friends  of  Mr.  Kossuth  have  since  brought 
forward ,  in  a  separate  form,  the  proposition  which  I 
then  made,  and  which  1  was  anxious  should  be 
adopted  then.  1  did  not  wish  to  have  this  indi- 
vidual before  us  so  often.  1  thought  those  who 
had  du%  regard  for  his  reputation  would  rather 
preserve  it,  by  not  allowing  Kim  to  come  before 
the  public  so  oAen  as  to  become  so  common  as  to 
cease  to  be  interesting.  I  wanted  to  treat  him 
with  respect,  and  to  provide  for  meeting  the  ex- 
penses which  might  be  incurred  in  consequence  of 
treating  him  with  respect.  I  wished  to  dispose  of 
the  whole  matter  at  once,  and  be  done  with  it. 
Although  I  was  then  charged  with  treating  him 
with  disrespect,  because  I  provided  for  taking  care 
of  him  and  paying  for  him  in  a  substantial  way, 
1  am  now  charged,  and  others  who  agree  with  me 
are  charged,  with  treating  him  with  disrespect  in 
another  way — because  we  will  not  consider  him 
further.  It  was  disrespectful  to  provide  for  his 
respectful  treatment;  and  now  we  are  treating  him 
witn  disrespect  because  we  are  unwilling  to  have 
any  more  to  do  with  him.  And  one  Senator  has 
told  us  that  the  self-respect  of  the  Senate  requires 
i  this.    I  am  afraid  there  is  too  much  '*  respect** 
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in  tliii  whole  matter;  and  I  am  fetrftil  it  respem 
things  with  which  the  Senate  has  nothiae  to  4e, 
and  with  which  it  ought  not  to  oecttpy  itidf. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  1  cannot  aay,  as  nuusy  of 
those  who  have  preceded  me  havesaid,  that  I  htTe 
had  nothing  heretofore  to  say  about  this  man, 
Kossuth.  1  have  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about 
him;  and  I  shall  have  a  {^od  deal  more  to  say. 
There  is  a  little  resolution  lying  upon  the  table, 
very  innocent  upon  its  face,  aMut  which  I  ahall 
have  a  good  deal  to  say  when  it  comes  up  for  ooo* 
sideration.  I  shall  then  draw  a  parallel  between 
the  action  of  the  Senate  on  two  dinereotoocasioDt. 
I  shall  remind  the  Senate  that,  just  a  few  dayi  be* 
fore  the  adoption  of  their  iiret  resolution  uponthk 
subject,  a  poor  old  "Woman,  the  only  chud  of  a 
revolutionsjy  soldier,  came  here  aod  asked  for 
bread  to  support  the  little  remnant  of  her  exist- 
ence, «and  you  gave  her  a  stone.  Now  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  to  this  man  aod  his  mie  more 
monl^  for  Champagne  and  Burgundy,  drank  in 
one  day,  than  would  have  supported  tnat  poor  oU 
widow  double  the  remnant  of  her  life.  Bat  that 
is  not  the  question  on  which  I  wish  now  to  tpeak. 

I  want  to  know  the  use  of  printing  this  letter. 
What  use  are  we  to  put  it  to  ?  How  are  we  to 
use  it?  In  what  manner  is  it  to  be  employed? 
The  Senator  from  Louisiana  asks,  by  what  rule 
are  we  governed  in  ordering  the  printmg  of  public 
documents  ?  Why,  weare  governed  by  one  plain, 
unvarying  rule;  and  that  is,  when  a  document  it 
presented  here,  upon  which  the  action  of  theSn- 
ate  is  required,  it  is  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate;  it  is  printed  to  enable  us  to  act  underttaod- 
ingly  on  matters  submitted  to  our  consideratioB; 
and  for  no  other  purpose.  Is  it  proposed  to  take 
any  action  upon  this  letter?  Not  aPall.  Why, 
then,  is  it  to  be  printed?  For  our  infomatioo^ 
Why,  all  of  us,  whoever  intended  to  read  it,  haw 
read  it  leng  ago.  AllofuswhochosetoswaUowiti 
doctrines,  have  swallowed  them  lon^  since.  We 
all  know  every  word  that  is  to  be  prmted  and  laid 
upon  our  tables.  Then  it  is  not  ror  iofonnauoo; 
it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  act  un- 
deretandingly  upon  the  subject;  but  it  is  for  wiDe 
other  purpose.  What  is  that  puipose?  Ai  a 
mark  of  respect?  We  have  paia  hmi  all  the r^ 
spect  he  deserved;  yea,  more,  in  my  opinion,  tbu 
a  hundred  such  men  deserve.  We  hare  gone  to 
the  utmost  limit  in  that  respect.  Weharepii^ 
him  the  same  honor  which  we  paid  to  La^vette; 
and  respect  can  go  no  further.  There  is  stiU  an- 
other thin^  soognt  to  be  accomplished.  Itiita 
commit  this  Senate  to  the  opinions  and  doetrinei 
which  have  been  advanced  by  him.  I  shall  tnp^ff 
in  no  such  business.  And  let  me  warn  those  ^ 
tiemen  who  are  so  exceedingly  anxious  now  to 
make  capital  out  of  this  Kossuth  humbug,  that  it  ii 
a  dead  humbugrand  cannot  be  galvanizM  into  life. 
The  man,  or  tne  party,  who  shall  connect  himself 
or  itself  with  it,  will  go  down  as  certainly  u  that 
the  sun  will  rise  to-morrow.  It  is  a  dead  humbogf 
and  cannot  be  galvanized  into  life. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  If  the  humbug  is  dead,  as  the 
gentleman  supposes,  why  it  it  that  gentlemen  op- 
pose so  strenuously  this  motion  to  print?  Itv 
not  quite  so  dead,  as  some  of  them  seem  to  sap- 
pose.  As  to  the  effect  of  a  refusal  to  print  ttt 
document  which  is  now  before  us,  the  Senator  froa 
North  Carolina  and  myself  cure  not  perhaps  Skely 
to  agree;  but  notwithstanding  the  ingenious  mao- 
ner  in  which  he  has  replied  to  my  sa|geitioo«  1 
think  it  will  be  considered  pretty  much  lo  thehgbt 
I  viewed  it.  There  are  some  few  circurostaneej 
connected  with  this  subject  which  I  did  not  thai 
it  was  necessary  to  mention  before,  but  to  which 
I  will  now  c^l  the  attention  of  the  Senate- 
One  is  this:  Gentlemen  were  so  very  cautious  to 
the  admission  of  Kossuth,  in  the  progrsmme  of 
arrangements  on  that  occasion,  that  it  was  a  tot% 
of  dumb  show.  No  opportunity  of  reply  or  ad- 
dress was  given  to  him.  He  hail  no  opportnmnr 
of  returning  his  thanks  in  the  usual  way  at  the 
time  of  his  reception.  It  seems  to  me  that  wt 
ought  to  give  him  some  opportunity  of  retumuif 
his  thanks  for  the  hospitalities  tendered  to  bun. 

Another  circumstance  which  shows  that  to  r^ 
Aise  to  print  this  conununicatioB  would  "•  * '^ 
fusal  to  receive  his  bow  at  departing. «« *{f  "5 
that  it  was  addieseed  to  the  President  of  the  Uaitii 
States  before  Kosmithkft  this  dty.  l^waawntttf 
here  in  Washington  city  before  he  departed.  iTus 
shows  that  it  was  bis  parting  bow.  *^  ^ffT 
Ueman  from  North  Onoltiwt  oonstmeit** *«  ""^ 
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tiiEB  Is  the  response  of  Kossuth,  on  his  leaving 
Washington,  to  the  hospitalities  extended  to  him 
while  he  was  here.  And  I  say  again,  that  if  the 
ordinary  course  which  is  adopted  when  documents 
are  presented  here  which  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
teresting and  which  it  would  be  useful  to  pseserve, 
is  not  pursued  with  regard  to  this  communication, 
it  will  be  considered  that  we  treat  Kossuth  with 
discourtesy. 

As  to  tne  subject  to  which  the  Senator  from* 
Alabama  has  referred,  when  it  comes  up,  it  will 
be  a  matter  for  separate  consideration.  I  do  not 
now  pretend  to  say  what  course  I  shall  pursue  on 
that  subject;  but  1  cag  very  well  conceive  that  the 
nuestion  involved  in  that  resolution  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHASE.  In  submitting  this  motion,  I  had 
not  the  slightest  idea  that  I  was  about  to  give  oc- 
casion to  a  protracted  debate;  nor  in  the  sugges- 
tions which  I  made,  did  I  suppose  I  was  giv- 
ing juat  occasion  to  any  one  to  say,  that  I  charged 
the  Senators  who  oppo,^ed  this  motion  With  inten- 
tional discourtesy.  But  when  it  is  asked,  what  is 
the  use  of  printing  this  document?  I  answer,  that 
the  use  of  it  is  to  complete  the  record;  it  is  to  fulfill 
the  obli^tions  which  the  Senate  took  upon  itself, 
when  It  determined  to  welcome  this  illuairious 
man.  We  have  received  him;  we  have  paid  him 
honors.  He  now  returns  to  us  his  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. The  communication  in  which 
he  imboaies  them,  was  addressed  originally  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  By  the  President, 
through  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  was  informed 
that  the  President,  in  the  ordinary  courscp  cannot 
transmit  such  a  document  to  the  Senate.  He  then , 
upon  the  suffgcstion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in- 
closed it  to  me  Chair.  The  Chair  received  it.  It 
was  read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  with  that  manner  for  which  he  is 
so  remarkable — which  gives  point  and  force  to 
censure  and  satire,  conveyed  in  the  language  of 
commendation  und  praise — took  occasion  to  say, 
that  as  we  had  all  heard  the  document  read,  and 
as  it  had  no  doubt  duly  impressed  upon  all  a  pro-< 
found  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  wnich 
it  discussed,  and  the  sentiments  which  it  promulga- 
ted, he  would  move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table.  It 
then  seemed  to  me  due  to  courtesy,  due  to  our  own 
setf-respect,  that  tliis  document  should  be  printed. 
I  therefore  made  the  motion  to  print.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Printingconcurred  with  me  in  opinion. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wisn  to  discuss  the 
principles  which  have  been  advanced  by  this  illus- 
trious man.  They  are  before  the  country.  The 
people  are  thinking  of  them,  and  they  will  decide 
whether  or  not  the  reouests  which  he  makes  of  the 
American  people,  ana  through  the  American  peo- 
ple of  their  representatives,  is  reasonable  and  ought 
to  be  granted.  Other  occasions  will  arise  when 
those  questions  can  be  properly  discussed.  The 
Senator  firom  Alabama  says  that  Kossuth  has  al- 
ready received  more  honors  than  he  has  deserved. 
That  is  a  question  between  that  honorable  Senator 
and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  am  much  mistaken  if  it  does  not 
turn  out  to  be  a  question  between  the  honorable 
Senator  and  history  itself.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
I  shall  not  go  into  the  discussion  now.  In  moving 
to  print  this  document  all  that  I  have  asked  of  the 
Senate  is  simply  that  they  will  close  the  record  of 
the  transactions  connected  with  the  welcome  and 
reception  of  Kossuth  in  the  most  appropriate 
inanner,  by  receiving  with  attention  and  respect 
the  parting  words  of  the  gentleman  whom  iney 
have  chosen  to  honor. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  do  not  intend  to  engage  in  this 
discussion; but  I  must  say  that  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  man  Kossuth  is  a  little  like  Falstaff  about  wit; 
he  has  not  only  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  himself,  but 
he  is  the  cause  of  talk  in  others.  I  have  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  matter  from  the  beginning, 
because  I  thought  we  had  business  enough  of  our 
own  to  attend  to  without  attending  to  Hungary 
and  Kossuth,  and  I  was  very  anxious  to  get  up  a 
bill  this  morning  of  some  importance.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  printing  of  this  letter,  for  I  do 
not  know  how  nmny  more  will  follow  it.  I  be- 
fieve  I  have  voted  against  everything  of  this  kind 
hitherto,  and  I  am  strongly^  tempted  to  change  my 
course  and  vote  for  this  motion,  on  the  ground  on 
which  this  matter  is  put  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  as  a  specimen  o{  the  modesty  of 
Kossuth.    As  tnat  is  a  scarce  article,  and  this  is 


a  rare  specimen  of  it,  I  have_a  great  mind  to 
change  my  opinion.  But  as  I  am  anxious  to  be 
done  with  this  whole  matter,  I  believe  I  shall  still 
vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  has 
referred  to  a  remark  which  I  made  yesterday,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  letter  of  ICos- 
suth,  that  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  read  and  list- 
ened to  with  profound  attention  by  the  Senate, 
unless  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  or 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward,]  or 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  desired 
some  reference  of  it,  I  would  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  Why,  my  remark  was  perfectly  well 
understood  by  every  gentleman  in  the  Chamber 
and  in  the  galleries.  My  meaning  was  this:  that 
although  this  paper  was  directed  to  be  read  by  the 
Senate,  so  far  as  I  could  judge  there  we*'e  not  half 
a  dozen  members  of  the  body  who  paid  the  slight- 
est attention  to  its  reading,  thus  manifesting  be- 
yond hll  dispute  that  the  reading  of  the  paper  was 
a  mere  idle  ceremony,  and  that  nobody  here  want- 
ed to  hear  it.  That  is  what  I  meant.  A  nd  now 
permit  me  to  say,  that  I  consider  the  motion  to 
print  as  standing  precisely  on  the  footing  of  the 
proceeding  to  read.  Nooody  cares  one  copper 
about'  the  printing  of  this  paper.  No  one  -sup- 
poses it  is  worth  one  chincapm  now  or  hereafter 
to  the  American  people.  It  is  to  be  printed  for 
other  purposes  and  other  ends. 

A  word  now  with  regard  to  the  remark  of  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  that  there  are  some  consid- 
erations to  which  I  have  not  adverted  which  would 
perhaps  induce  a  different  view  of  the  propriety  of 
printing  this  document,  and  lead  me  to  believe 
with  him  that  a  refusal  to  print  it  would  be  an  in- 
dignity. I  wish  merely  to  remind  the  Senator, 
that  in  reference  to  Kossuth's  reception  on  this 
floor,  it  was  arranged  by  a  committee  of  very  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  who  had  charge  of  that  sub- 
ject, to  put  it  precisely  on  the  footing  of  the 
reception  of  General  Lafayette.  General  Lafay- 
ette, when  introduced  into  the  Senate,  did  not  open 
his  mouth.  He  was  simply  introduced  by  the 
Presiding  Officer,  took  the  seat  assigned  to  him, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned,  and  he  was  introduced 
to  its  members  in  their  private  and  individual  ca- 
pacities. The  committee  resolved  to  preserve  a 
precise  accordance  with  what  had  taken  place  in 
the  reception  of  General  Lafayette  in  this  Cham- 
ber. Now,  surely  doing  that  cannot  be  tortured 
into  discourtesy  to  Louis  Kossuth.  Surely  he  sets 
up  no  higher  claims  to  the  admiration  and  grati- 
tude of  the  American  people  than  General  Lafay- 
ette. For  what  should  we  admire  him  more? 
Has  he  higher  and  nobler  qualities  than  one  of  the 
most  gallant  and  noble  men  that  ever  sprung  from 
a  nation  of  gallant  and  noble  men?    lias  he  any 

freater  claims  on  our  gratitude?  What  has  he 
onefor'us?  Nothing.  He  has  come  here  and 
lectured  our  people,  and  through  them  he  has  lec- 
tured us  in  order  toeive  us  a  new  edition  of  polit- 
ical rules  by  which  our  conduct  with  foreign 
Powers  is  to  be  regulated.  It  seems  to  me  he  can 
have  no  claim  upon  us  either  for  admiration  or 
gratitude  higher  than  Lafayette.  Did  General 
Lafayette  send  a'  letter  to  the  Senate  ?  Was  any 
letter  of  his  printed? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether,  if  there  had  been  a  letter  from  Lafayette, 
its  printing  would  have  been  refused  ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  not  make  such  a  suppo- 
sition with  respect  to  General  Lafayette,  because 
it  would-suppose  General  Lafayette  to  be  deficient 
of  a  quality  which  he  possessed  in  an  eminent 
degree.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  real  merit  and 
reiu  modesty.  He  was  not  dis|'>08ed  to  thrust 
himself  in  with  his  political  opinions,  lectures,  or 
dissertations,  on  what  he  thought  ought  to  be  the 
policy  of  this  country,  by  letters  addressed  to  the 
public  authorities,  or  speeches  made  to  the  people. 
He  behaved  in  that  transaction  of  his  life  as  he 
did  in  every  other.  It  was  the  middle  of  his  life, 
suitable  to  its  commencement,  and  harmonizing 
gloriously  with  its  termination — always  able,  pa- 
triotic, brave,  and  modest. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  If  there  is  anything  in  this 
document  calculated  to  be  construea  into  a  lecture, 
then  I  concede  it  would  not  be  improper  to  op- 
pose its  printing.  But  I  am*  sure  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  in  the  letter  before  us. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  can  point  out  one  at  once. 
In  that  letter  he  states  that  the  United  States  had 
sent  <'a  st^jam  frigate  to  Asia  in  order  to  restore 


me  to  liberty  and  activity."  We  all  know  that 
the  correspondence  of  the  Executive  Department 
of  this  Government  directed  the  representation  on 
which  his  release  was  to  be  asked  of  the  Sultan 
to  be,  that  the  object  was  to  bring  him  here  as  a 


him  when  he  got  here. 

Mr.  BADGER.  No,  sir;  but  I  suppose  the 
honorable  Senator  knows  what  Kossuth  means 
by  being  restored  to  activity.  He  means  that  we 
intended  to  restore  him  to  liberty,  and  not  to  a 
quiet  retreat  in  this  country,  but  to  activity  as  a 
political  a^tator.  His  conduct  here  shows  the 
interpretation  which  he  means  to  attach  to  the 
term. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Even  if  the  sentence  to  which 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  takes  exception 
bears  the  interpretation  which  he  gives  it,  still  it 
does  not  amount  to  a  lecture.  It  is  a  mere  state- 
ment of  his  impression  of  the  transaction.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  not  consider  Kossuth  as 
delivering  a  lecture,  because  he  takes  a  different 
view  of  that  transaction. 

Mr.  BADGER.    It  is  not  the  true  view. 

Mr.  SOULE.  We  are  exhibiting,  I  should 
think,  Mr.  President,  a  very  unusual,  and  certain- 
ly a  most  uncalled-for,  aegree  of  susceptibility 
with  respect  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Senate. 
What  does  it  aim  at?  Simply  at  the  printing  of 
a  communication  which  was  transmitted  on  yes- 
terday to  this  body  through  the  medium  of  its 
Presiding  Officer.  ThB  communication  itself  ema- 
nates from  the  distinguished  individual  whom,  by 
previous  resolves,  this  Senate,  acting  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  House  of  Representatives,  had  con- 
stituted and  proclaimed  as  the  ^est  of  the  Ameri- 
can people;  and  the  question  arises  whether  or  not 
that  communication  shall  be|printed*  Let  us  con- 
sider on  what  grounds  is  the  motion  to  print  re- 
sisted. From  Uie  remarks  that  have  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  certain  Senators,  it  would  seem  as  if 
the  printing  of  the  document  in  which  the  com- 
munication is  contained  was  to  impart  to  that  com- 
munication a  character  involving  us  in  high  and 
momentous  responsibilities,  and  indeed  making 
the  advocates  or  the  measure  personally  account- 
able for  the  opinions  and  doctrines  which  the  docu- 
ment may  contain.  Sir,  it  is  now  clear,  and  I  will 
not  dispute  with  those  who  may  choose  to  deny 
it,  that  such  can  be  neither  the  bearing  nor  the 
effect  of  our  action  on  the  proposition  upon  your 
table.  We  ^ive  it  not  any  sanction.  We  print 
it,  and  that  is  all.  What  may  be  the  judgment 
which  the  present  generation  will  pass  upon  the 
merits  and  worth  of  the  illustrious  exile,  and  wh&t 
rank  will  be  awarded  to  him  in  history  among  the 
apostles  and  martyrs  of  the  cause  in  the  defence 
of  which  he  is  pouring  out  his  whole  soul,  it  is 
not  for  me  now  to  investigate  and  determine. 
That  question  will  have  its  day,  and  shall  in  time 
be  met.  But  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  wc  should 
at  this  moment  inquire  what  be  the  character  that 
gives  Kossuth  any  rightto  address  the  country,  and 
to  address  us  on  tne  occasion  which  has  elicited  this 
document.  Sir^  he  came  not  an  uninvited  and 
unknown  wanderer  to  our  shores.  He  came  hith- 
er by  the  wishes  of  the  American  people,  signi- 
fied to  the  world  through  their  constituted  organ, 
the  Government;  and  it  were  more  than  stranfje, 
indeed,  if  after  you  had  reclaimed  him  from  exile, 
and  welcomed  him  to  your  land,  to  your  capital, 
to  the  very  halls  of  your  parliament,  you  should 
now  deny  him  the  privilege  of  returning  thanks 
for  the  hospitality  and  the  honors  you  were  thus 
pleased,  and  with  lavish  hands,  indeed,  to  bestow 
upon  him.  What  can  be  the  object  of  such  a  de- 
nial ?  Senators  admit  that  it  is  no  longer  in  our 
power  to  blot  out  of  our  recorded  proceedings  the 
dreaded  document.  It  went  to  the  Journal  on  yes- 
terday upon  being  read  by  your  Secretary,  and 
there  it  must  remain,  in  spite  of  the  fate  which 
may  await  this  motion.  Sir,  allow  me  to  say  that 
it  would  be  past  strange  in  us  to  minister  such  an 
undignified  rebuke  to  our  former  proceedings.  To 
those  who  can  see  but  a  dead  humbug  in  the  docu- 
ment upon  your  table,  and  in  those  monuments  of 
burning  eloquence  that  have  roused  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  our  people  to  an  enthusiasm  ap- 
proaching almost  to  frenzy,  I  would  ask  leave 
to  say.  Why  should  that  dead  humbug  move  you 
out  of  propriety  and  moderation  ?  Fear  you  that 
the  lund  carcass  may  haunt  you  at  night,  and  dis- 
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turb  the  quiet  of  your  dreami  ?  Sir,  I  am  an 
unbeliever  in  the  power  of  ehoflts  to  do  mischief. 
There  are  others  who  apprehend  danger  from  the 
injfluence  which  may  be  exercised  over  our  future 
destinies  by  the  doctrines  which  have  been  lately, 
and  are  still  now,  proclaimed  by  that  inspired  mis- 
sionary of  freedom,  and  who  presume  that  it  may 
be  in  their  power,  through  the  negative  virtue  of 
a  dissenting  vote,  to  stem  that  torrent  of  thought 
and  of  wila  wisdom,  aasome  would  call  it,  which 
is  now  flooding  the  land.  Let  me  tell  them  to  be 
composed  and  resigned.  It  were  in  vain — yes,  in 
vain — that  they  would  attempt  to  compress  the 
surges  of  the  popular  sentiment.  They  will  rise  iff 
spite  of  their  eflforts  to  avert  a  fantastic  danger. 

Sir,  it  is  idle  to  struggle  against  public  opinion. 
The  power  exists  not  that  can  isolate  the  policy  of 
this  Government  from  the  conscience  or  the  na- 
tion.   1  shall  vote  for  the  printing. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  The  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  Souls,]  is  totally^mrstaken  as  to  the 
f  rounds  taken  by  the  opposition  to  this  measure, 
le  says  that  some  of  us  have  dehounced  it  as  a 
dead  humbug.  I  did  say  so,  and  I  say  so  again. 
That  is  my  opinion.  But  no  one  has  intimated 
here,  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  seems  to  sup- 
pose, that  there  was  danger  of  the  sentiments 
contained  in  that  letter  creating  an  unwholesome 
state  of  feeling  in  the  public  mind.  No  one  has 
been  foolish  enough  to  intimate  anything  of  that 
sort.  There  is  not  a  sentence  in  the  letter,  there 
is  not  an  idea  advanced  in  it,  which  has  not  been 
published  over  and  over  again;  which  has  not 
oeen  strewed  from  one  end  of  this  Union  to  the 
other.  There  is  nothing  in  it  which  can  do  harm; 
or  if  there  is,  the  harm  has  been  done  already. 
Like  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  I  am  willing  to 
trust  to  the  people.  I  am  willing  to  trust  even  to 
the  first  impulse  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
I  do  not  require  that  you  should  wait  even  for  the 
sober  second  thought.  Collect  the  people  of  this 
Union  together,  and  let  them  vote  this  day,  and 
there  is  not  one  twentieth  part  of  them  wou(d  sus- 
tain the  doctrines  Kossuth  has  advanced. 

It  is  from  no  apprehension  either  of  the  people 
or  of  Louis  Kossuth,  that  we  have  opposed  the 
printing  of  this  communication.  The  Senator  has 
misunderstood  us  entirely.  What  we  do  contend 
for  is«  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  printing  of 
this  document;  that  it  does  not  distribute  informa- 
tion. He  does  not  ask  us  to  distribute  it  among 
the  people.  We  are  asked  to  print  it  for  our  own 
information.  Who  of  us  will  be  informed  by  it  ? 
Who  of  us  does  not  know  every  word  that  it  con- 
tains? What  hm  we  to  dread  by  its  publication 
and  its  distribution  here  in  this  £(enate  Chamber? 
This  is  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  This  printing  is  useless.  It  is  n>r  no 
object.  It  is  a  waste  of  the  public  money,  and 
that  is  the  ground  of  the  objection  which  has  been 
urged  against  it. 

Whatever  might  be  my  feelings  towards  this 
individual;  wheUier  I  entertained  for  him  a  very 
high  or  a  very  low  degree  of  respect,  I  should  still 
oppose  the  printing  of  this  communication.  It 
is  what  Lafayette  never  asked.  It  is  something 
unusual,  out  of  the  course  of  business,  without 
an  object,  1  cannot  comprehend  it.  What  are 
we  to  do  with  the  document  afler  ft  is  printed? 
You  do  not  propose  to  print  enough  to  distribute 
through  the  country.  You  communicate  no  in- 
formation to  the  country.  You  simply  lay  it  on 
four  own  desks  and  require  the  Committee  on 
rinting  to  incur  the  expense  of  furnishing  you 
with  the  information  which  has  already  been  fur- 
pished  over  und  over  ogain.  That  is  the  objection 
to  it.  I  have  no  fear  of  any  consequences  which 
may  flow  from  it.  We  cannot  suppress  it  if  ws 
d^r^  to  do  so.  We  do  not  want  to  suppress  it. 
I  want  it  to  go  abroad  through  ths  land.  I  want 
every  fk^man  in  this  HepubTic  to  read  this  letter. 
If  some  of  them  have  been  deluded  heretofore,  I 
think  it  will  go  very  fi»F  towards  banishing  their 
flelusion. 

Thp  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  afllrmativot-^ 
yeas  21,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Maura.  Brfffat,  BrottdhesdjCsM,  ChsM,  Davis, 
Dodge  of  Wi«aoD»tn,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Doutlat,  Downs, 
Felcn,  Owin,  Hamlin,  Jones  of  Iowa,  McRae,  Norris, 
ISeward,  SniHb,  Soul6,  Stockton,  Sumner,  and  Wade— 91. 

NAYS— Mtssra.  Atchison,  Badger,  BeQ,  Borland,  Boi- 
ler, Clarke,  Clemens.  Dawson,  Fish,  G^yer,  Hanter,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kins,  MlUer,  Morton,  Pratt,  Rusk,  Spraaoce, 
tJndarwood,  and  UpliaiD--ao. 


NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  cave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Sisters  of  Visitation  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

REPORT  OF  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 
The  PRESIDENT  jn-o  tern,  laid  before  tjhe  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  showing 
the  amount  received  for  postages  collected  and 
postage  stamps  sold  during  the  quarter  ending  the 
30th  September,  1851;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  |irinted. 

TREASURY  CONTRACTS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
showing  the  centracts  made  by  that  Department 
during  the  year  1851;  which  was  read,  ana  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
printed. 

DRAWBACK  UPON  FOREIGN   MERCHANDISE. 

The  bill  extending  like  privileges  to  those  con- 
ferred by  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  allowing  draw- 
back upon  foreign  merchandise  exported  in  the^ 
original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  F€,  in 
Mexico,  and  to  the  British  North  American  Prov- 
inces adjoining  the  United  States,'*  approved 
March  3,  1845,  to  foreign  merchandise  exported 
to  Mexico  by  certain  indicated  routes,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

MILEAGE  OF  DELEGATE  FROM  OREGON. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received  by  Mr.  Fornct,  its  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  it  had  passed  a  bill  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  r^^late  the  mileaee  of  the  Delegate  from 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,'  and  requesting  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  therein. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the^ 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  said  State. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  addressed  the  Senate  for 
an  hour;  and,  without  finishing,  yielded  to  the 
request  of  Senators,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WBomciDAT,  FAutry  18,  1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Mokoan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
Is  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
refused  to  order  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  the  bill  regulating  the  mileage  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oregon;  and  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  {Mr.  Hekdjiicki]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  holding  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disability  of  the 
judges.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  information. 
'  It  was  read  by  its  title,  as  follows: 

An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act 
to  provide  for  holding[  the  courts  of  Ihe  United 
States  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disability 
of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,"  approved  July 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  asked  yesterday  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  equally  important  with  this 
report,  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  KINO.  I  hope  this  will  not  be  objected 
to.     It  will  delay  the  House  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object,  and  call 
|br  the  r^lar  order  of  business. 

Mr,  BOWIE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  not  press  that  call  now. 

Mr,  JONES.  I  shall  obiect  to  every  bill  which 
is  sought  to  be  introduced  By  unanimous  consent. 
Bills  introduced  in  that  manner  have  already  con- 
sumed a  greater  portion  of  the  time  of  the  neuse. 
I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 


Mr.  BOWIE.  I  only  desift  10 withdrewmse 
papers  from  the  files  of  the  House,  for  the  purpoM 
of  naving  them  referred  to  the  Senate. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was  tceoid- 
ingly  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the 
House  the  papers  of  Zachariah  Walker,  for  the 
purpose  of  referring  them  to  the  Senate. 

MILEAGE  OF  THE  DELEGATE  OF  OREGOH. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considention 
of  the  subject  of  regulating  the  mileage  of  the 
Delegate  from  Oregon. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  When  I  gave  way  oo 
yesterday  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  I  was  replying 
to  the  interrogatory  out  to  me  on  the  day  before 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Woodward.]  He  asked  if  the  general  liw  of 
1818,  regulating  the  compensation  of  memben  of 
Congress,  does  not  Kmit  the  mileage  of  each  mem- 
ber to  the  amount  of  his  per  diem.  I  had  an- 
swered that  1  thought  there  was  no  such  hnitatioB, 
when  my  colleague  [Mr.  Fitch]  rose  in  kit  pjan 
and  stated  that  the  mileage  of  members  of  Coo* 
gress,  under  the  existing  general  laws,  ooaM  not 
exceed  the  per  diem  allowance.  1  have  examined 
the  provision  to  which  he  ^uded,  but  I  find  no 
such  limitation .  The  only  portion  of  the  lav  vbidi 
relates  to  this  question  is  tne  foDowing  proTiio  to 
the  section  which  I  read,  viz: 

Proviied  aiwtty$,  That  no  Representative  or  Ddenn 
shall  be  allowed  a  ■om  exceeding  the  rate  of  etaht  Mai 
a  day,  from  the  eiid  of  on«  aeawioo  to  the  time  orhiitakiiif 
his  eeat  in  another. 

Taken  literally,  this  language  includes  both  per 
diem  and  mileage,  and  would  fimit  the  entire  cob' 
pensation  to  such  sum  as  a  per  diem  of  tight  dol- 
lars would  amount  to  during  the  recess  betweei 
the  two  sessions  of  a  Congress.      • 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  If  the  e;entleniao  will 
allow  me,  I  will  state  that  the  gentfoman  from  Is* 
diana  [Mr.  Fitch]  stated  the  effect  of  this  fvo* 
vision  correctly  dav  before  yesterday.  He  atated 
that  the  effect  of  tnat  clause  was  to  provide  that 
the  mileage  and  compensation  of  members  ihafi 
not  exceed  the  aggregate  sum  of  eight  dollars  per 
day  for  the  three  nundred  and  sixty-five  days,aB^ 
I  think  that  is  the  correct  statement. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  I  think  that  constnictiot 
of  the  proviso  cannot  be  sustained.  The  laogoage 
does  not  import  that,  nor  has  it  ever  been  so  cot- 
strued.  There  is  a  provision  in  this  statute whiah 
enacts  that  in  case  any  Representative  or  Ddegiie 
be  detained  by  sickness  on  his  ioumey  to  or  froa 
the  session  of  Congress,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  kii 
per  diem  compensation  since  the  enactment  of  the 
law.  The  construction  of  the  proviso  has  beeo, 
that  it  is  a  proviso  to  this  portion  of  the  statute, 
and  restricts  and  limits  the  mileage  given  under  ii, 
and  that  the  per  diem  allowance  of  a  member  wbo 
is  taken  sick  upon  his  way  to  Congress  or  on  hii 
way  home,  shall  not  exceed  what  his  per  diea 
would  have  been  during  the  vacation.  I  say  thst 
has  been  the  construction  put  upon  the  jprori^o 
since  its  enactment,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  it 
naeems  anything,  this  is  what  it  meant.  Thes, 
sir,  the  law  stands  in  reference  to  every  member 
of  Congress— every  Representative  of  a  Stale  tnd 
every  Delegate  from  a  Territory,  with  one  singi* 
exception,  that  they  shall  receive  eight  doflaifl  ptf 
day  Tor  every  day  they  serve  in  Congress,  aw 
eight  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  diataiK«  be 
tween  this  Capitol  and  their  places  of  residence. 
This,  I  say,  is  applicable  to  every  gentleman  opM 
this  floor,  and  to  every  Senator,  with  one  «b^ 
exception;  and  that  exception  the  Committee  on 
Mileage  by  the  pending  bill  have  proposed  to  re- 
move. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether  thw 
limitation  does  not  extend  also  to  the  Delegai* 
from  New  Mexico  and  Utah  ?  . 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  Ihnttatton  extendk 
in  terms,  but  not  in  effect.  The  compensation  of 
the  Delegates  from  Utah  and  New  Mexico  does  not 
amount  to  $2,500  under  the  law  of  181«;  w  "^ 
the  limitation  does  not  apply  to  them  at  all. 

Mr.  SMART.    I  called  at  the  office  of  the  8«j 

feant-at-Arms  this  morning,  and  I  underatoo* 
im  to  say  that  the  Delegate  from  Utah  *»J^"^^ 
his  mileage  up  to  the  utmost  limit  of  |3,500. 

Mr.  BERNHFSEL.  I  desire  to  say  ihall  ha»t 
not  drawn  that  amoujit.  _  . 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  The  genUeman  from  PJ^J 
tells  me  that  his  mileage  amounts  to  $3,100  under 
the  law  of  1818,  and  that  he  has  dijirn  ^ 
amount.    At  the  first  ssssion  of  the  Thirty-"* 
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CoogreM  a  law  was  passed  entitled  **  An  act  to 
suppljr  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  pay 
and  mileage  of  members  of  Confress  for  the  pres- 
ent  session."    The  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
lioa,  [Mr.  Oaa,]  a  lawyer  of  high  standing  and 
reputation  in  his  own  State-^and  his  reputation  is 
not  confined  to  his  own  State — ^ve  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  the  proviso  to  that  law  is  permanent  in  its 
effect,  and  that  it  now  regalates  the  compensation 
of  the  Delegate  from  Ore^n.    I  wilt  read  the  law 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  this  {question.    The  title  is, 
**  An  act  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
l^ress  for  the  present  session.**    The  first  section 
IS  as  follows: 

"That  tbe  tum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  doi- 
kn  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any 
mou^y  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
payment  of  mileafe  and  per  diem  of  the  Senaton,  members  of 
the  House  of  Hepreseotatives,  and  Delegates  in  Congress,  at 
the  present  session :  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty 
doUars  for  additional  expense  of  stationery  tbr  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  present  session : 
PrtUed,  That  the  mileage  of  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives from  California,  and  the  Delegate  (torn  Oregon,  be  com- 
EQted  according  to  the  most  usual  traveling  route  within  the 
mits  of  the  United  States ;  and  tlie  per  diem  of  said  Sena- 
tofs  asd  Representatives  for  this  session  shall  commence 
ftem  the  day  on  whieh  the  Constitution  of  California  was 
Arst  communicated  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  respec- 
tively." 

It  is  this  proviso  to  this  appropriation  bill  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
thinks  now  r^^lates  the  compensation  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oregon. 

Mr.  ORR,  (mterrtipting.)  With  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  I  desire  to  call  the 
auention  of  the  House  to  this  fact  in  the  act  which 
that  gentleman  has  just  now  read.  In  every  clause 
of  that  act  Uiere  is  a  special  reference  had  to  this 
aoston.  For  instance,  the  sum  of  |160,000  is  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  mileage  of  the  Senators 
and  members  at  the  prueiU  ttuum — for  t^,000  at 
the  ffeatnt  uman;  but  the  mileage  which  is  in  the 
proviso,  the  present  session  is  not  introduced.  In 
the  last  clause  of  the  proviso,  however,  relating  to 
the  per  diem  compnensation  of  naembers,  tlie  pret- 
eiU  aeation  is  again  introduced.  So  that  the  act  in- 
dicates clearly,  according  to  my  conception,  by 
its  reference,  in  every  provision  and  in  every 
clause,  except  this  one,  that  the  appropriation 
is  made  for  the  present  session,  and  even  in  the 
latter  clause  of  tius  proviso  it  is  introduced,  while 
the  provision  for  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon  remains  general,  that  that  proviso  was  de- 
signed to  remain  permanent.  • 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should 
have  been  glad  if  the  committee  could  have  adopt- 
ed that  construction  of  this  provision,  for  then  tnis 
question  would  not  now  have  been  before  the 
House.  But,  sir,  of  what  is  this  a  proviso?  It  is 
a  proviso  to  a  law  which  is  for  a  special  purpose, 
and- temporary  in  its  operations.  It  is  a  proviso 
to  an  appropriation  law,  and.  more,  sir,  to  a  defi- 
ciency appropriation  bill.  And  what  is  a  proviso 
in  a  law  ?  It  is  that  which  qualifies,  or  restricts, 
or  construes  that  which  precedes  and  forms  the 
body  of  the  law.  This  proviso  is  connected  with 
what  goes  before;  it  is  a  qualification  of  it;  else  it 
U  not  a  proviso.  That  gentlenum,  [Mr.  Orr,1 
upon  reflection,  will  recollect  that  it  is  a  recognizea 
and  well-settled  rule  of  construction,  that  a  proviso 
to  a  statute,  unless  the  words  of  the  proviso 
indicate  clearly  and  beyond  all  doubt  another 
intention,  cannot  have  an  effect  in  point  of  time 
beyond  the  operation  of  the  statute  to  which  it  is 
attached.  Tnis  is  an  appropriation  law  to  pay  the 
compensation  and  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress; and  that  appropriation  is  qualified  by  a  pro- 
viso that  the  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon 
be  computed  by  the  overland  route.  That  is  what 
he  statute  means,  in  my  judgment.  I  will  read  a 
)art  of  a  decision  of  tne  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Dnited  States,  in  a  case  analogous  to  this.  It  is 
ihe  case  of  Minis- v«.  The  United  States,  in  15 
Peters,  423.  The  suit  was  brought  by  the  United 
States  against  Minis,  who  was  a  surgeon  in  the 
Army,  for  moneys  of  the  United  States  received 
by  him  as  a^ent  for  the  Qovemment,  but  npt  dis- 
bursed by  him.  He  claimed  to  retain  it  as  com- 
mission upon  moneys  bv  him  disbursed  as  agent 
for  the  Government  in  tne  removal  of  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  from  their  residence  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  to  their  residence  upon  the  other  side. 
I*he  disbursements  were  made  in  the  year  1836-7. 
In  1835,  there  was  a  law  passed  **  making  cer- 
'^Utt  additional  appropriations  for  the  Delaware 


breakwater,  and  for  certain  harbors,  and  for  re- 
moving obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouth  of  certain 
rivers,  for  the  year  in  1835." 

The  act  which  makes  tbe  specific  appropriation 
contains  the  following  proviso: 

"  Providedy  That  no  officer  of  tbe  Army  shall  receive  any 
percentage  or  additional  pay,  extra  allowance,  ur  compensa- 
tion, in  any  (brm  whatsoever,  on  account  of  the  disbursing 
any  public  money  appropriated  by  law  during  the  present 
sessioa  fhr  ibrtlftcaUonsj  execution  of  surveys,  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  Imilding  of  arsenals,  purchase  of  sup- 
plies of  any  description,  or  tbr  any  other  service  or  duty 
whatsoever,  unless  authorised  by  law.*' 

It  speaks  of  disbursements  of  appropriation  of 
that  session,  and  then  says  that  no  additional  com- 
pensation shall  be  made  to  any  officer  for  any  other 
services.  Uifder  that  provision,  the  United  States 
in  that  case  claimed  that  no  compensation  should 
be  allowed  to  this  surgeon  of  the  Army  for  those 
additional  services  rendered  to  the  Government. 
The  Court,  speaking  upon  this  subject,  uses  this 
language: 

**  The  argument  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  is,  that 
this  proviso,  although  found  in  a  mere  appropriation  law  of 
a  limited  nature,  11  to  be  construed,  by  reason  of  the  words 
*  or  fbr  any  other  service  or  duty  wliatsoever,  unless  au- 
thorised by  law.'  to  be  permanent  in  its  operation,  and  ap- 
plicable to  all  ruture  appropriations,  where  officers  of  the 
» Anny  are  employed  in  such  twrvlce  or  doty ;  and  that  it 
appears  firom  the  record,  that  this  was  the  very  ground  on 
which  the  Treasury  Department  rejected  the  claim  of 
Doctor  Minis  fbr  commissions.  The  same  question  has 
been  made  and  ftilly  argued  in  the  case  of  Gratiot  vt.  The 
United  States,' at  the  present  term;  and  we  have  given  it 
our  delibrate  consideration.  We  are  of  opinion  that  such 
is  not  the  true  interpretation  of  tbe  terras  of  the  proviso; 
and  that  it  is  limited  exclusively  to  appropriations  made  at 
the  session  of  1835. 

**  It  would  be  somewhat  unusual  to  find  ingrafted  upon 
an  act  making  speeial  and  tempiftary  appropriation,  any 
provision  which  was  to  have  a  general  and  pemuinent  ap- 
plication to  all  fViture  appropriations.  Nor  ought  such  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  be  presumed, 
unless  it  is  expressed  in  the  most  clear  and  positive  tenns, 
and  where  the  language  admits  of  no  other  reasonable  in- 
terpretation. Tbe  office  of  a  proviso,  generally,  is  either 
to  except  something  from  the  enacting  clause,  or  to  qualify 
or  restrain  itsgenerality,  or  to  exclude  some  possible  ground 
uf  misinterpretation  of  it,  as  extending  to  cases  not  intended 
by  the  Legislature  to  be  l^rougbt  within  its  piuview.  A  gen- 
eral rule,  applicable  to  all  future  cases,  would  most  natu- 
rally be  expected  to  find  its  proper  place  in  some  distinct 
and  independent  enactment." 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  notice  the  language  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  that  case.  The  terms  of  the  act 
admit  of  no  other  reasonable  interpretation. 

**  The  office  of  a  proviso''— to  use  the  language  of  the 
court  in  that  case—'*  is  generally  either  to  except  something 
from  tbe  enacting  elause,  or  to  Qualify  or  restrain  its  gen- 
erality, or  to  exclude  some  possible  ground  of  misinterpre- 
tation of  it,  as  extendins  to  cases  not  intended  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  brought  within  its  purview.  A  general  rule, 
applicable  to  all  future  cases,  would  most  naturally  be  ex- 
pected to  find  its  proper  place  in  some  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent enaotment. " 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Orr] 
has  referred  to  a  provision  to  be  found  in  the  eren- 
eral  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  Conenress.  It  is 
a  provision  found  in  connection  with  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  public  survey.    It  is  as  follows: 

**  Proriiedf  That  no  land  bounty  fbr  military  services 
granted  by  the  act  of  96th  of  September,  1850,  entitled  <  An 
act  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  oAcere  and  soldiers  who 
have  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.' 
or  by  virtue  of  any  other  act  of  Congress  heretofore  passeu. 
granting  land  bounties  for  military  services,  shall  be  satisfied 
out  of  any  public  land  not  heretofhre  brought  into  market, 
and  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  under  existing 
laws." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  say  thai  is  no  proviso.  That  is 
legislation  upon  an  independent  subject,  not  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  public  survey.  It  doen 
not  limit  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  precedes 
it,  and  does  not  exclude  misconstruction.  That 
proviso — it  is  called  a  proviso— does  not  perform 
the  office  of  a  proviso.  I  sav  it  is  an  independent 
enactment  upon  an  indepenaent  separate  subject^ 
and  performs  none  of  the  functions  of  a  proviso  to 
the  preceding  enactment. 

But  I  will  not  occupy  any  more  time  upon  this 
subject.  I  will  say  that  the  Committee  on  Mile- 
age, at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  gave  the  con- 
struction to  the  law  which  I  have  mentioned,  that 
this  proviso  to  the  appropriation  bill  was  tem- 
porary in  its  effect,  and  ceased  to  operate  at  the 
close  of  the  session  at  which  it  was  passed.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  the  Sen- 
ate gave  it  a  difiereut  construction  during  the  last 
Congress,  but  that  that  decision  has  since  been 
reversed.  But  I  am  not  certain  upon  that  Ques- 
tion. In  reference  to  the  compensation  or  the 
Dele^te  from  Oregon,  there  is  but  one  law,  and 
that  IS  the  provision  in  the  territorial  bill. 

Now,  I  liesire  to  turn  my  attention  for  a  few 


moments  to  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  pro- 

Cosed  bill.  And  first,  sir,  I  do  not  advocate  this 
ill,  I  did  not  report  it,  upon  the  erouiid  Hhat  I 
approved  of  the  existing  law.  I  dink  that  the 
law  of  1818  ou^ht  to  be  amended,  and  I  expect 
that  the  Committee  on  Mileage  wiU  make  a  report 
upon  that  subject.  A  bill  is  pending  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  tlie  committee  shall  have  come  to 
a  conclusion  upon  the  subject,  and  decided  upon 
their  report,  the  matter  will  be  brought  before  this 
House,  and  then  I  expect  to  give  my  views  upon 
the  question.  I  will  say  now  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  change  of  the  law,  so  that  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  so  far  as  their 
naileage  is  concerned,  shall  be*estimated  by  some 
direct  route— by  some  route  to  be  ascertained  by 
another  department  of  Government  than  by  our- 
selves. 1  say  it  is  not  worthv  of  this  body, 
that  niembers  of  Congress  should  be  called  upon 
to  decide  their  own  compensation.  And  this  is 
the  great  objection  \  have  to  the  present  law.  To 
fix  the  service  of  his  brother  members  is  not  a 
duty  which  any  man  desires  to  perform,  and  I 
wisn  to  see  the  law  changed  so  as  to  devolve  this 
duty  upon  others  than  members.  I  would  like  to 
see  the  law  so  changed  that  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment shall  decide  the  mileage  of  members  by 
the  mail  routes.  And  I  would  aay  further,  if  we 
shall  adopt  this  system  of  direct  routes,  then,  as  a 
matter  or  course,  the  Dele^te  from  Oregon  will 
be  governed  by  the  same  principle  of  legislation  as 
other  members.  When  we  make  this  reform  in 
the  law,  then  we  will  bring  the  Delegate  from  Or- 
egon and  the  members  from  California  to  the  same 
fnnciple  of  compensation  with  other  gentlemen, 
f  we  nave  no  mail  route  over  the  country  we  can 
establish  some  distance  and  ascertain  the  mileage 
to  which  they  will  be  entitled  by  a  direct  route. 

I  will  now  notice  some  of  the  objections  urged 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Hebaro.]  When  I  heard  his  speech  yesteniay  I 
was  not  sure  that  I  understood  him  correctly,  but 
when  I  came  to  read  his  printed  speech  I  fiikl  I  ditl 
not  mistake  his  language.    He  says: 

**  I  do  not  know  what  tejustice  there  is  about  it.  I  have 
not  beard  one  gentleman,  who  has  undertaken  to  show  that 
tbe  pay  given  to  this  Delegate  from  Oregon  was  not  an 
equivalent  fbr  the  service  be  renders  here." 

With  regard  to  the  question  which  the  gentle- 
man raises,  and  the  proposition  involved  in  his 
remarks,  that  we  shall  estimate  each  gentleman's 
compensation  by  the  actual  services  perfitrmed 
here,  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  honorable  Del- 
egate from  Oregon  has  given  an  earnest  to  the 
country  in  his  past  services  that  the  services  which 
he  shall  render  in  future  will  be  commensurate 
with  the  compensation  to  be  given  to  him.  And 
it  is  a  singular  question  for  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  to  raise  upon  the  distinguished  Delegate 
from  Oregon,  whether  he  earns  jp2,500  or  not^ 

We  say  the  Deleeate  from  Oregon  is  i>oi  ade«s 
quately  compensated,  because  he  is  not  placed  upoijb 
a  level  with  the  rest  of  us.  We  ask  that  he  snail 
be  placed  upon  the  same  pkofortA  with  evesy 
other  member  of  Congress.  I  would  not  ask  the 
honorable  gentl^maA  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Heb> 
ard]  if  his  services  are  worth  more  ifl  the  coun^ 
try  than  the  amoucit  of  his  mileage  and  f&c  diettu 
It  is  a  question  which  I  ought  not  to  ask^  It  is  a 
question,  the  answer  to  which  might  be  embar- 
rassine^  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  hurt 
his  feelings  or  not»  or  whether  it  would  flatter  the 
gentleman's  constituents  or  not.  It  is  a  questioA 
which  he  ought  not  to  propound  in  reference  to> 
the  services  of  the  honorable  Delegate  from  Or-* 
egon,  I  say,  sir,  that  the  Dele^te  fron^  Ore^n 
has  performed  services  for  this  country  wmch 
gives  us  a  good  guarantee  that  he  will  compensate 
the  country  in  faithful  services  for  what  snail  be 
paid  him  under  the  general  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ste^ 
VBNs]  argues  that  the  Delegate  from  Oregoncomss 
here  with  a  vested  right  to  |3,i50Ql  under  the  or-^ 
ganic  law  of  the  Territory,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  a  vested  ri^ht  to  his  services;  and  that  if 
more  than  that  sum  is  paid  him,  it  is  a  gratuity. 

If  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  the  use  of  these 
terms,  means  that  the  compensation  of  a  member 
of  Conn^ess  being  fixed  by  law,  cannot  be  changed 
during  his  term — that  it  is  a  fixed  legal  compensa- 
tion, which  Congress  has  no  legal  or  constitutional 
power  to  alter,  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  If  he 
means  that  there  is  a  moml  oblipition  upon  the 
Qovemment,  that  the  eompensaUoq  of  any  pub^ 
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tic  officer  shall  not  be  reduced  during  his  term,  I 
a^e  with  him;  but  when  he  talks  about  vested 
nghis-^that  Congress  has  no  power  to  change  the 
law  compensating  members  or  Congress,  I  do  not 
concur  with  him.  I  understand  him  to  be  an  ad- 
vocate of  reform  upon  the  milea^  question,  but, 
under  his  doctrine  of  vefsted  rights,  I  want  to 
know  when  that  reform  could  be  brought  about  ? 
When  can  we  change  the  law  and  not  affect  the 
compensation  of  Senators.  This  law  of  1818 
reflates  the  compensation  of  Senators,  Repreaeni- 
Htives,  and  Dele^tes,  and  under  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentleman  it  cannot  be  amended  so  as  to 
change  the  compensation  of  a  Senator  now  chosen. 
Owing  to  the  pecufiar  organization  of  th.it  body 
you  never  could  bring  a  law  into  force  at  a  time 
at  which  it  would  not  alTect  some  man  who  was 
holding  that  office,  unless,  peradventure,  you  put 
its  operation  off  six  years.  Then,  perhaps,  you 
might.  The  position  the  gentjeman  assumes  for- 
ever forbids  amendment  of  the  present  law.  But 
Congress  has  never  adopted  his  doctrine.  In  1816 
the  compensation  was  cnanged  so  as  to  give  a  sal- 
ary, ana  that  was  made  to  affect  the  members  of 
that  Congress.  In  1818  that  law  was  repealed, 
and  the  new  law  took  effect  during  that  Congress. 
I  am  not  in  favor,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  here  say, 
of  imitating  the  example  of  these  two  Confesses, 
which  I  have  mentioned.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
amending  the  law  so  as  to  affect  the  compensation 
of  Representatives  during  this  session^-aurins^he 
same  session  at  which  the  law  is  changed.  Mem- 
bers ought  not  to  legislate  upon  their  own  com- 
pensation any  further  than  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  avoid. 

Again:  the  gentleman  says  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon  came  here  under  a  vested  right,  knowing 
the  Taw;  and  he  dwells  with  some  force  upon  the 
fact  that  the  honorable  Dele^te  was  once  tne  Gov- 
ernor of  Oregon,  and*  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed 
which  changed  the  compensation  of  the  dele^tc 
from  that  Territory.  The  present  Delegate  then 
was  not  the  Governor  of  that  Territory.  Party  pro- 
scription had  driven  him  from  that  position  to 
which  his  services  to  the  country  had  elevated 
him.  I  will  take  that  back,  I  will  not  charge  it 
upon  the  party,  I  do  not  believe  the  Whig  party 
is  responsible  for  that  odious  act.  I  believe  it  was 
the  personal  feelings  of  the  then  incumbent  of  the 
presidential  chair,  which  induced  the  removal  of 
the  honorable  Delegate  from  his  position.  Diffi- 
culties growing  out  of  the  vindication  which  the 
honorable  Delegate  from  Oregon  had  made  of  the 
Indiana  troops  against  the  report  of  their  com- 
mander, caused  his  removal  from  that  position. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stevens] 
dwells  upon  the  fact  that  the  Delegate  yma  Gov- 
ernor of  that  Territory,  and  knew  the  law.  He 
quotte  an  old  maxim  of  Ic(w,that  all  men  are  bound 
to  know  the  law — a  maxim  under  which  unfor- 
tunate men  were  often  executed  in  England  when 
ihev  were  guilty  of  no  moral  offence — an  axiom 
of  law  that  every  man  is  bound  to  know  the  law 
which  prevailed  in  England  when  the  statutes  took 
effect  and  were  in  force  from  the  first  day  of  the 
session  of  Parliament.  And  the  gentleman  desires 
to  adopt  towards  the  Delej^te  from  Oregon  this 
iron  and  unjust  maxim  of  the  English  law.  So 
odious  has  this  principle  of  the  law  been  to  the 
States  of  this  Confederacy,  that  in  a  majority  of 
them  it  has  been  provided  in  their  constitutions, 
that  no  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  has  been  pub- 
lished, unless  the  public  good  or  the  exigencies  of 
the  times  require  it.  The  gentleman  says  that  the 
Delegate  knew  the  law.  I  say  that  honorable  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor  and  committees  of  Congress 
differ  in  reference  to  the  law  giving  compensation 
to  that  Delate.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Orr]  thinks  that  his  compensation  is 
regulated  by  the  law  of  1850,  while  other  gentle- 
men of  this  House  think  that  the  law  organizing 
the  territorial  government  governs  his  compen- 
sation. Yet  the  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
although  there  is  this  un-ertainty  about  the  law, 
says  that  the  Delegate  is  bound  to  know  it.  This 
law  of  1850  had  hardly  reached  Oregon  when  the 
gentleman  was  elected  as  the  Delegate.  .  lie  was 
not  then  Gkivemor.  He  was  a  private  citizen, 
and  following  his  own  pursuits,  and  not,  I  sup- 
pose, reading  with  great  care  the  special  appro- 
priation bills  of  Congress — bills  which  very  few 
men  read-  Then  how  was  the  Delegate  to  know 
what  tJie  law  of  compensation  was  r  He  knew 
that  his  predecessor  had  received  |(3,452  at  the  last 
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session.  He  knew  that  his  predecessor  was  not 
limited  by  the  restriction  of  the  territorial  law,  but 
that  he  received  a  mileage  compensation.  I  there- 
fore  say,  that  the  argument  of  the  member  has 
lost  its  force  with  relation  to  the  compensation  of 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon.  He  was  not  expected 
to  know  the  law  more  than  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  who  differ  widely  in  respect  to  it.  Now,  I 
will  briefly  notice  a  few  other  arguments,  and  will 
then  close.  The  gentleman  firom  Georgia  [Mr. 
Toombs]  contends  that  the  present  mileage  law  is 
very  unjust,  very  unequal,  and  that  we  ou^ht  not 
to  compensate  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  uutfer  that 
law.  He  says  that  it  is  unequal  and  unjust  be- 
cause one  man  receives  more  money  from  the 
Government  than  another.  The  dollars  that  we 
receive  from  the  public  Treasury  is  the  rule  by 
which  he  estimates  the  equality  of  position  of 
honorable  gentlemen.  In  my  judgment  there  is 
another  rule  than  the  dollar  rule  which  tlie  gentle- 
man mentions.  We  are  equal  when  we  stand 
upon  the  same  law,  when  it  prescribes  our  duties, 
defines  our  rights,  and  protects  u.*  We  are  un- 
equal when  mere  is  for  one  man  one  legislation, 
and  for  another  man  a  different  legislation.  That 
is  all  I  have  to  say  in  reference  to  that  argument , 
of  the  gentleman.  Let  us  see  how  unequal  the 
law  is  as  it  stands,  and  how  much  more  unequal 
the  gentleman  would  make  it  by  the  amendment 
he  would  propose.  He  says  that  all  above  the 
mere  traveling  expenses  is  to  be  regarded  as  com- 

Sensation — as  salary,  and  that  tliat  ought  to  be 
ivided  equally  amongst  the  members  of  Con- 
gress— that  above  the  actual  expenses  in  ap- 
proaching the  capital  and  returning  from  it  we 
ought  to  be  equal.  I  think  that  would  be  a  more 
unequal  and  more  unjust  law  than  the  one  at  pres- 
ent regulating  the  compensation  of  members. 
The  Delegate  from  Oregon  has  to  come,  in  ap- 
proaching this  capital,  more  than  seven  thousand 
miles.  It  costs,  the  gentleman  says,  $300;  and 
that  $600  ought  to  be  allowed  him  for  coming 
and  returning,  and  that  all  above  that  that  he  re- 
ceives should  be  the  same  that  a  eentlemnn  living 
within  fiAy  miles  of  this  capital  would  receive. 
How  does  he  compensate  tne  Delegate  for  the 
time  spent  in  the  journey.^  It  takes  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty  days  to  reach  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment from  that  Territory,  and  by  the  overland  • 
route  it  would  take  several  months.  The  gentle- 
man would  make  no  compensation  to  the  Dele- 
^te  for  the  time  spent  in  getting  here  and  return- 
ing home.  There  would  be  then  three  months  of 
time  for  which  he  would  receive  no  compensation. 
He  makes  no  estimate  in  his  rule  of  eauality  for 
the  fact,  that  the  Delegate  must  turn  his  oack  upon 
his  family — upon  his  business.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  lives  within  seven  or  tight  hundred 
miles  from  the  capital.  If  the  circumstances  of 
his  family  required  it — if  no  business  of  general 
irnportance  was  on  hands,  or  if  the  interests  of 
his  constituency  did  not  require  him  to  be  here — 
he  might  absent  himself  from  the  House— as  I 
believe  he  did,  during  the  first  part  of  this  session. 
I  do  not  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SxEVENi,]  were  absent  from 
their  seats,  for  the  purpose  of  criticism..  They, 
no  doubt,  when  they  left  their  seats,  felt  it  to  he  I 
their  duty  to  do  so.  They  did  not  feel  that  they  ' 
deserted  their  public  duties  by  going.  They 
were,  on  account  of  their  living  near  the  capital, 
enabled  to  go  home  within  a  day  or  two.  They 
were  al)le  to  leave  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  go 
home  to  attend  to  their  private  affairs,  and  in  the 
practice  of  the  law  to  keep  up  their  business. 
This,  sir,  I  suppose  is  worth  something  to  gentle-  ! 
men  living  near  the  capital.  I  suppose  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  would  not  ffive  up  this 
advantage  of  his,  in  keeping  up  his  business  at 
home,  for  the  whole  mileage  of  the  Delegate  from 
Oregon.  In  his  estimate,  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  does  not  take  that  into  consideration. 

Why  is  it  that  we  pay  foreign  ministers  when 
they  leave  this  country  $9,000  going,  and  $9,000 
returning:,   and  $9,000  each  year  for  staying?    It 
is  not  merely  to  defray  their  expenses  in  going, 
because  they  can  go  to  any  court  of  Europe  sooner, 
and  at  less  expense  ana  risk  of  life  and  health 
than   the  honorable  Delegate  from  Ore«^n   can  \ 
come  to  this  rapital.     It  is  not  for  that,  then.     It  j 
is  not  to  enable  them  to  imitate  the  courtly  and  | 
costly  fashions  of  Europe.     Certainly  it  is  tor  no  j  ^ 

such  purpose.    We  compensate  them  thus  largely  I!  ancl  acted  "upon 


because  they  have  to  leave  their  country,  their 
fanuly,  and  their  business.    The  gentleman  from 
Oregon  is  as  far  removed  from  his  home  and  his 
busmess  as  any  minister  when  he  leaves  this  coun- 
try and  goes  to  any  court  in  Europe,  and  yet  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would  give  him  the  same 
compensation  as  is  received  by  a  member  IWing 
within  thirty  or  one  hundred  miles  of  the  capiiij 
I  have  remarked  that  the  law  as  it  now  stands 
compensates  every  member  of  Congress  by  a  fixed 
rule — a  per  diem  allowance  and  mileage,  with  a 
single  exception,  and   that  exception   is  made 
against  the  honorable  Dele^te  from  Oregon.    Yft 
ask  to  remove  this  exception;  and  shall  it  not  be 
removed  ?    My  coUea^e  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Par- 
ker] on  yesterday  said  no  such  exception  ought 
to  be  taken  prejudicial  to  the  Delegate  from  0^^ 
eon — that  his  serviced  to  the  country  liave  made 
him  the  object  of  so  much  interest  to  the  coantry 
that  tliis  exception  to  bis  prejudice  ought  not  to 
be  made.    I  think  there  is  force  in  that  sugg^t* 
tion.    If  we  are  goin^  to  nnake  a  discnroinatioo 
against  one  man,  let  it  not  be  against  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oregon,  who  has  rendered  such  distin- 
guished services  to  the  country.    But  I  do  not 
claim  that  this  bill  shall  be  passed  upon  that 
ground — that  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  has  made 
himself  a  name,  and  secured  a  place  in  the  hearta 
of  his  countrymen  by  his  gallant  services.    I  ask 
it  for  no  such  reason.    I  ask  that  it  shall  be  passed 
to  place  him  upon  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  Congress — that  he  shall  not  be  made 
an  exception,  but  that  his  compensation  ^all  be 
estimated  by  the  same  rule  that  regulates  the  com- 
pensation of  the  rest  of  the  meml^rs  of  Congress. 
And  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  be  in  favor  of 
amending  the  general  law  limiting  the  mUetge  bv 
more  certain  enactments,  and  'by  such  amettd- 
ments  the  Delegate  fronrr  Oregon  will  be  squally 
affected  with  other  Representatives. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  The  House  have  gifn 
this  subject  an  importance  which,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  it  does  not  require;  still,  I  believe  it  u> 
be  my  duty  to  ^ive  the  House  and  thecoantrr 
the  reasons  which  have  governed  my  vote.  1 
would  hke  to  know  what  the  ineouality  of  miiesge 
and  the  pay  of  members  has  to  ao  with  thisoues- 
tion,  abstractly  and  properly  speaking?  Notnin; 
at  all.  No  more  than  tne  gallant  services  of  tk 
eentleman  from  Oregon  has  to  do  with  it.  Whst 
has  the  great  question  of  retrenchment,  economy 
and  reform,  wnich  was  brought  in  by  myfriect! 
from  Georgia,  [^f.  Toombs,]  to  do  with  this 
question .'  Is  there  a  solitary  member  who  ha> 
addressed  the  House,  but  what  admiu  that  ih« 
present  pay  of  members  of  Congress  is  wrote 
and  improper,  and  ought  to  be  remedied.  I  v3i 
not  dispute  but  what  that  is  the  feeling  of  everr 
gen tleman  who  has  addressed  the  House;  bat  ts 
acts  speak  louder  than  words,  I  would  be  pi&M^ 
to  see  any  gentleman  who  speaks  of  the  want  o^ 
attention  to  economy  and  reform,  make  a  prop'>- 
sition  to  remedy  this  evil.  Has  a  solitary  propo- 
sition of  this  kind  been  made  to  remedy  theew' 
Not  one.  You  cannot  fix  the  system  of  miicezf 
without  producing  injustice  to  some  one,  whether 
you  fix  It  at  two  cems,  at  twenty  cents,  orfbrtr 
cents  per  mile.  The  distance  will  make  it  «» 
equal  and  unjust.  If,  then,  it  is  nn  evil— if  mem- 
bers arc  paid  improperly,  as  we  all  belieTe— Aw 
!  have  been  here  seven  sessions,  and  thb  qa<*- 
tion  of  mileage,  like  Monsieur  Tonson,  mdwj 
again  before  us,  and  we  have  had  long  and  low 
speeches  upon  it — why  not  vote  to  give  a  hon»f^ 
and  proper  annual  compensation  to  all  the  mem- 
bers, \frithjiist  enough  to  pay  them  their  reason- 
able traveling  expenses?  Do  that,  and  you  will 
adjust  this  matter  finally  and  permanently.  Ha» 
anybody  proposed  it.>  Does  the  Commiuee  or 
Mileage  offer  to  apply  the  pruning  hook  to  the 
evil  of  which  we  all  complain?  Not  at  all.  The 
entire  action  of  this  House  consists  merely  'f 
complaints.  Proper  action  will  remedy  the  en 
complained  of.  VVhen  Congress  passed  this  ttf- 
ritorial  bill  for  Orejron,  we  all  labored  under  the 
impression  that  this  mileage  system  was  wroii? 
For  by  it,  the  greater  the  distance  the  greater  w 
injustice,  A  na  when  you  crossed  the  vast  ^^'^ 
Mountains,  and  entered  upon  the  Pacific  border, 
in  the  formation  of  that  territorial  bill  Con^r^ 
put  in  a  provision  that  the  Delegates  west  of  tbf 
Rocky  Mountains  should  receive  $S,S0O.    It  ▼» 
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a  gocrd  bc^ning,  and  if  it  had  been  earned  ooi 
5d  upon,  I  would  have  submitted  to  is 
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most  cheerfully.  When  Congress  lost  sight  of 
this  purpose,  and  permitted  the  two  members  upon 
this  floor,  and  the  two  Senators  from  California, 
to  receive  their  mileage  under  the  law  of  1818,  and 
suficred  this  special  law,  creating  a  distinction 
against  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  to  remain  on 
the  statute  book,  because  )rou  need  reform,  1  say 
it  is  an  act  of  crying  injustice. 

The  Delegate  from  Oregon  should  not  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  general  law.    If  his  pay  were  to 
amount  to  $100,U)0  under  the  principle  of  that  law, 
yet  it  is  the  law,  enacted  for  tlie  purpose  of  regu- 
lating the  pay  of  all  the  representatives,  and  should 
be  general  in  its  application.     It  should  be  adhered 
to  in  all  cases  or  not  at  alt.    There  is  no  justice  in 
discrinoinating  against  the  Delegate  from  Oregon. 
If  the  mileage  is  too  high  under  the  general  law. 
introduce  a  bill  which  shall  in  its  application  be 
equal,  uniform,  and  iust  to  all  the  members  and 
delegates,  and  I  will  vote  for  it.    But  I  cannot 
consent  to  pay  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  by  a 
rule  different  from  me  one  regulating  tne  pay  of 
all  the  members  and  delegates  of  this  House.    I 
know  that  members  living  near  the  Capitol  com* 
plain,  and  justly,  too,  of  their  pay.    It  is  unjust. 
Take  my  own  case,  and  that  of  my  friend  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Ev^ns.]    When  the  short  session 
comes,  I  shall  receive  for  the  session  #2,000,  while 
my  friend  does  not  receive  $800.    is  it  proper, 
just,  and  riffht?    How,  then,  are  you  to  remedy 
this  matter?    Let  us  pass  this  bill  and  place  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon  upon  the  same  footing 
with  all  others;  ^ve  instructions  to  the  Committee 
on  Mileaee  to  bnng  in  a  bill,  that  will  remedy  tht 
evil,  by  nxtng  a  just  annual  compensation,  and 
vote  for  it,  relying  upon  the  good  sense  ahd  intel- 
lig^ce  of  the  codntry  to  sustain  it.    Let  us  cease 
this  eternal  cry  about  our  own  pay,  mileage  re- 
form, economy,  and  retrenchment,  and  go  to  work 
properly  to  remedy  the  matter.    Some  years  ago 
in  Coi^ess  there  was  a  regular  bill  introduced, 
founded  upon  the  estimates  of  the  proper  depart- 
ment, estimating  the  amount  necessary  for  the  an- 
nual expenditure  of  that  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  solitary  member  who  made  a 
speech  cried  out  to  the  top  of  his  voice  economy, 
reform,  and  retrenchment,  yet  each  member  had 
an  amendment  to  offer.     I  sat  down  and  had 
the  curiosity  to  keep  an  account  of  every  one  of 
these  reform  gentlemen.    They  proposed  to  give 
$3,500,000  beyond  the  estimates  of  the  proper  de- 
partment in  the  name  of  reform.    I  know  this  is 
a  difficult  and  perplexing  cjuestion,  and  with  due 
deference  to  tiits  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr,  Toombs,]  who  never  fails  to  leave 
the  impress  of  his  powerful  niind  upon  any  ques- 
tion that  he  discusses,  you  cannot  go  properly  to 
work  now  upon  the  question  of  economy  ana  re- 
trenchment, without  you  have  proper  aid  in  the 
departments.    How  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  mem- 
bers who  come  here,  can  in  a  session  or  two  un- 
derstand all  the  ramifications  of  your  different  de- 
partments and  custom-houses  in  New  York,  and 
elsewhere.  -  Consequently  without  proper  inform- 
ation, the  House  would  be  voting  blinaly. 

When  William  Henry  Harrison  came  into 
power,  the  Whigs  came  here  agreed  upon  the 
principles  of  reform,  retrench m/ent,  and  economy. 
Many  Democrats  aided  in  the  good  work — being 
out  of  power  they  were  perhaps  wUline  to  ^o  for 
these  measures,  and  for  that  reason  they  joined 
in  with  the  Whig  party;  and,  aAer  a  laborious 
session  of  three  or  four  months  here,  the  whole 
reform  amounted  to  cutting  down  the  regular 
printer  and  n  few  pages  of  the  House.  Sir,  ful  the 
officers  in  the  Government — the  doorkeepers  of 
the  House  not  excepted — are  better  paid  than  you 
are.  Suppose  1  am  wrong,  and  that  the  pay  of 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon  is  jUst  and  proper,  will 
this  House  contend  for  an  isolated  q^iestion  at  the 
txpense  of  the  feelings  of  tJie  gentleman  who 
represents  that  Territory?  I  say,  if  I  was  the 
representative  of  Oregon,  or  any  other  f|lace,  1 
vould  wish  to  be  upon  an  equal  footing  with  my 
associates  upon  this  floor;  and  unless  I  were,  I 
should  resjgoand  go  home. 
Mr.  BlaSELL.      Under  the  impression  that 
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this  question  has  been  sufHciently  discussed,  I  call 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  s^onded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put;  which  main  ques- 
tion was  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wnich 
the  House  refused  to  order  the  hill  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  GOODENOW  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  MEACH AM  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  STArnX)N,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  84,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaere.  .^berc^onlbie,  Charles  Allen,  Allison, 
WilliAin  Appleton,  AvereU,  Babcock,  Barrere,  Bartlett, 
Beonett,  BiM|{tiaua,  Bowie,  Johii%.  Boyd,  Brookp,  George 
H.  Brown,  Burrows,  Caldwell,  Lewu  D.  Campbell,  Chap- 
man, Chastain,  Churchwcll,  Cltreland,  Cliusinan,  Curtis, 
Georse  T.  DavU,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Kvans,  Ewing^ow- 
ler,cSddJnn, Ooodenow, Grow, Hammond^Harper,  Haws, 
Uaseall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Houaton,  John  W.  Howe,  Hna- 
ter,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Jobnaon,  Janiet  Johnaon,  Georfe 
W.  Jonefl,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  George  G.  King.  Preston 
King,  Kuhns,  McMulien.  Meachaiu,  Miller,  Millson,  Mi- 
ner, Morabead,  Newton.  Outlaw.  Penniman,  PerkinB,  Ro- 
bie,  Sackett,  Scberuiernom,  Scoooleraft,  Bdioonmaker, 
Skclton,  Smiirti  Stanly,  Beqjamin  Qtanton,  Alexander  U. 
Stepheni),  Thaodeuti  Stevens,  Strother.  Sutherland,  Tay- 
lor, Benjamin  Thompson,  Tliimton,  ToomlM,  Walbridge, 
Wallace,  Walsh,  Washburn,  Watkiiiii,  Welch,  Alexander 
White,  and  Wildrick— 84. 

KAYS—Messra.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  John  Appleton, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bissell,  Bragg,  Brcckeoridge, 
Brcnton^Briggs,  Albert  O.  Brown,  BueirT  Bufby,  Joseph 
Cable,  Thompson  Campbell.  Caskie,  Chandler.  Clark, 
Cobb,  ColcocK.  Conger,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Doty,  Dunham,  Edgerton,  Edmundson,  Ficklin, 
Fitch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Gilmore,  Gorman,  Grey,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Hart,  Hendricks^  Henn,  Hoi- 
laday,  Howard,  Thomas  Y.  How,  I ngersoll,  Ives,  Jackson, 
John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Landry,  Letcher, 
Lockhart,  Mace.  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, Mason,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McQueen,  Molony, 
Henry  D.  Moore,  Morrison,  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew 
Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Phelps,  Porter.  Powell,  Price, 
Ramoid,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Savage, 
Scurry,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  St.  Martin,  Stuart, 
Townshend,  Vcnable,  Ward,  Addison  White,  Wilcox, 
WilOams,  Woodward,  and  Yates— 97. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  tlie  motion  upon 
the  tahle.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  reftised  to  order  the  bill  to  a  thurd  reading. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were 
^yes  95,  noes  86. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering 'the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS.  Is  the  previous  question 
still  in  force? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  still  operates. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  reconsideration,  and  not  upon 
the  engrossment.  It  exhausted  iuelf  upon  the 
engrossment. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  recollection  of  the 
Chair,  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  put  upon  its 
engrossment,  was  under  the  operation  of  tne  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  exhausted  itself  when  the 
House  refused  to  engross  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  a  reconsideration,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it  places  the  House  pre- 
cisely where  it  was. 

Mr.  JONES.  How  does  it  come,  that  this  de- 
bate was  had  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider,  if  the 
previous  question  was  still  hanging  over  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  very  well  aware 
that  this  question  has  been  decided  variously.  The 
Chair  has  stated  his  opinion.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  JONES.    No,  sir.    I  will  not  appeal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  take  an  appeal, and 
barely  remind  the  Chair,  that  when  tlie  Texas 
boundary  bill 'was  under  consideration,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  applied  to  it,  and  the  bill  was 
rejected.  It  was  reconsidered  cmd  amende^  on 
your  motion. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  aware  that 
such  is  the  fact.  The  Chair  is  alfio  aware,  that 
in  a  majority  of  cases  which  he  has  looked  at,  the 
decision  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  present 
decision  of  the  Chair.  It  is  a  matter  about  which 
the  Chair  certainly  has  no  pride  of  opinion.  It  is 
competent  for  [the  House  to  reconsider  the  order- 
ing of  the  main  question,  which  has  been  done 
over  and  over  agam  in  this  body  since  I  have  been 
here. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  beg  leave  to  toy  this  • 
matter  is  open  to  debate,  and  I  wish  to  say  one 
word 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
question  is  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  debata- 
ble, but  the  Chair  will  5e  happy  to  receive  sugges- 
tions from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  would  like  to  know  upon 
what  principle  it  is  not  debatable.  If  it  is  settled 
that  we  are  under  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question,  it  is  not  debatable;  but  that  is  the  very 
point  we  are  about  to  determine,  and  I  hope  the 
Chair  will  allow  a  word  or  two  of  remark  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  Will  be  happy  to 
hear  any  suggestion  from  the  gentleman,  but  de- 
bate is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into 
a  lengthy  debate. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.   I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Cldcoman]  appetUs  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chaur,  that  the  oill  is  now  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.    Is  that  appeal  debatable? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  shall  ask  the  yeas  and 
nays.  I  say  that  a  different  decision  nas  been 
made  heretofore. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.   1  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  states,  for  the  cor- 
rection of  the  gentleman,  that  he  knows  the  iact, 
that  the  decision  has  been  as  the  Chair  has  stated. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  no  doubt  that  such 
decisions  have  been  made;  but  I  also  know  that 
different  decisions  have  been  made. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  thufik  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cukomak] 
cannot  find  a  single  case  as  he  states  it.  When- 
ever a  bill  is  put  upon  its  passage  tinder  the  oper- 
ation of  the  previous  question,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  is  carried,  we  are  put  back  exactly  in 
the  condition  we  were  in  befbre  the  bill  was  passed. 
If  a  gentleman  wishes  to  amend  it  afterwards,  he 
jnnst  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  was  not  done  in  the 
case  I  referred  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order.  The 
Chair  decides  that  the  previous  question  is  now 
operating  upon  the  question  before  the  House, 
which  is  upon  the  enp*ossment  and  ihird  reading 
of  the  bill.  From  this  decision  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clinghan]  Uikes  an 
appeal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.'    I  withdraw  my  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  then  recurs, 
whether  the  bill  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time? 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  Upon  that  ques- 
tion I  demand  the  yeas'and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  88,  as  follows: 

YEAS^-Mesara.  Aikea.  Willis  Allen,  Ashe,  David  J. 
Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  BiHseU,  Bran,  Breckenridge,  Brcnton, 
Bri|p(M,  Albert  G.  Rrowji,  Buell,  Busby,  Joseph  Cable, 
Thompson  Campbell,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Clark,  Cobb,  Col- 
cock,  Conger,  Daniel,  John  O.  Davit,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doty,  Dunl^un,  EoAman,  Edseiton,  Edmundeon,  Ficklin. 
Fitch,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller, 
Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gentry.  Gilmore.  Gorman,  Grey,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Isham  G.  Hams,  Hart,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Holla- 
day,  Howard, -Thomas  Y.  How,  Ingenoll,  Ives,  Jackson, 
John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Jobiison,l(Bndry,  Letcher,  Lock- 
hart,  Mace,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall, 
Mason,  McCorkk^,  McDonald,  McLanahan,  McUueen. 
Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew 
Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Phelps,  Polk,  Powell,  Price, 
Bantoul^  Richardsom  Elddle,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Satafe, 
Bcuny,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Frederick 
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P.  Stanton.  Richari  H.  gtantoo,  Abraham  P.  Stevens, 
Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stuart,  George  W.  Thompson,  Town«- 
hend.  Ward,  Addiaon  WWte,  WilHamt,  Woodward,  and 
Yate«— 100. 

NAYS^Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Charles  Allen,  Allison, 
William  Applcton,  Averetf,  Bobcock,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Barrere,  BarUett,  Bennett,  Bibighaus,  Bocock,  Bowie, 
John  H.  Boyd,  Brooks,  Burrows,  Caldwell,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
bell, Cartter,  Chapman,  Chastain,  Cbitrchwell,  Cleveland, 
Ciingman,  Curtis,  George  T.  Davis,  Dockerjr.  Duncan, 
Evans,  Eiving,  Faulkner,  Fowler,  Giddinxs,  Goodenow, 
Grow,  Hammond,  Harper,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Haws, 
Hascall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hibbard,  Honston,John  W.  Howe, 
Hunter,  Jenkins,  Andrew  JoUnstni,  James  Johnson,  George 
W.  Juues.  J.  Glaacy  Jones,  George  G.  Kinff,  Preston  King, 
Kuhns,  McMuliin,  Meacham,  Miller,  Millson,  Miner, 
Morchcad,  Newton,  Qutlaw,  Penninian,.  Perkins,  Kobie, 
Sackcot,  Schermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Skel- 
ton,  timart,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens, Thaddeus  Stevens,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Benja- 
min, Tliompson,  Tliurston,  Toombs,  Walbridge,  Wallace, 
Walsh,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Alexander  White, 
•and  Wilddck— 88. 

So  the  i>ill  was  ordered  to  be  en|;ro8sed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  being  engroasecT,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  reconsider  the 
'  vote  just  taken,  and  also  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  having  been  once 
reconsidered,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
be  again  reconsidered. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  TJiat  very  decis- 
ion was  overruled  during  the  last  Congress.  The 
Speaker  of  the  last  House  made  that  decision 
upon  the  Texas  boundary  bill,  and  the  House 
overruled  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  recollects  that 
very  well.  The  Chair  is,  however,  of  the  opinion 
that  a  bill  cannot  be  reconsidered  a  second  time. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  passage  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  hnoved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  to  lav  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  TO  MISSOURI. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  as  the  next  business  in 
order,  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  grant  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  domain  to  uie  State  of  Missouri, 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  there- 
in, and  that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
PuKLPsI  was  entitled  to  the  fioor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  dislike  very  much  to  ask 
permission  of  the  iFIouse  to  do  anything  that  is 
not  strictly  in  order;  but  in  view  of  the  met  that 
this  debate  may  ocx^upy  many  days,  I  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  report  the  Deficiency  bill, 
which  I  have  had  in  mv  possession  for  some  days, 
and  have  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  report. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  It  is  very  true,  as 
the  gentleman  says,  that  this  debate  will  occupy 
several  days;  but  I  have  been  waiting  for  some 
days  to  report  a  bill  of  considerable  importance, 
and  have  beetr  unable  to  do  so,  and  I  therefore  ob- 
ject to  the  introduction  of  this  bill.  I  think  the 
committees  ought  to  be  called  for  reports,  and  I 
will  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  now  before  us  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  such  time  as  the  call  of  the  committees  shall 
have  been  gone  through  with. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  ob- 
tain the  floor  to  make  that  motion  without  general 
consent. 

rCries  of  "Object!"! 

Mr.  KINQ.  Then  I  must  insist  on  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  a  litUe  astonished  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  should  moke  ob- 
jection, when  it  can  only  answer  the  purpose  of 
putting  my  bill  back,  ana  cannot  advance  his. 

I  desire,  however,  to  propound  this  question  to 
the  Chair:  Whether  thegentleman  from  Missouri, 
having  yielded  me  the  floor,  it  is  competent  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  deprive  me  of  my 
right  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING.    I  have  a  right  to  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama must  remember  that  his  proposition  cannot 
bt  entertained  except  by  unanimous  conimt. 


Mr.  PHELPS  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks commenced  on  the  12th  of  February,  in 
opposition  to  the  pending  motion  to  refer  the  bill 
i9  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  argued  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure. He  insisted  that  Missouri  has  a  just  claim 
to  hmds  to  aid  her  in  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
roads which  are  designated,  and  that  she  is  enti- 
tled to  grants  similar  to  those  which  have  been 
made  to  other  States  of  the  Union  for  internal  im- 
provement purposes. 

[For  the  speech  of  Mr.  P.,  see  Appendix.] 

Mr.  WATKINS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  that  the  remarks  which  he  intended  to  make, 
although  they  would  have  a  general  bearing  upon 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  had  reference 
more  particularly  to  the  bill  providing  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  aid  said  State 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  therein,  and 
to  the  homestead  policy.  He  maintained  that  ac- 
cording to  official  data  the  public  lands  cannot 
much  longer  be  looked  to  as  a  source  of  revenue; 
he  argued  in  favor  of  such  a  distribution  of  them 
among  the  States  as  would  facilitate  and  aid  the 
purposes  of  educatiori^and  internal  improvements, 
which  are  of  the  highest  national  importance,  and 
^ving  homesteads  to  citizens  of  the  country.  If  it 
IS  constitutional  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  it  cannot  be  less  so  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  them,  considering  a  large  class  of  cases 
would  be  covered.  One  of  the  reasons  which  led 
him  to  this  course  is,  that  unless  some  such  sys- 
tem be  adopted  the  most  fertile  lands — the  indica- 
tions are  unmistakable — will,  in  a  very  few  years, 
be  frittered  away  by  partial,  sectional,  and  local 
legislation. 
iFor  thespeech  of  Mr.  Watkins,  see  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MILLER  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to  • 

Mr.  YATES,  on  whose  motion. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  HOW,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  Journey- 
men cigar  makers,  of  Auburn,  Cayuga  county.  New  York, 
praying  <br  a  modiflcation  of  the  tanff  on  cigars  of  a  leas 
value  than  ten  dollars  per  thousand. 

Also,  sundry  petitions  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  harbor  at 
Little  S«Niu»  Bay. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Daniel 
French  and  61  other  citixens  of  Holmes  county,  praying 
for  a  tri-weekly  mail  from  Canton,  in  Stark  county,  to  MU- 
iersbufg,  in  Holmes  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Armor  and  63  others,  on  the 
same  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Baughman  and  59  others 
on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Raber,  and  901  o^era,  on  the 
same  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Coshocton  county,  Ohio 
asiiingthat  mail  contractors,  postmasters,  and  other bfficers 
of  the  Government,  may  be  released  from  performing  labor 
on  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  petition  of  Moses  Colton,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Indiana,  asking  for  indemnity  for  loss  on  conti- 
nental money. 

Also,  tile  memorial  of  Williamson  D.  Crothers,  of  Clinton 
county,  Indiana,  asking  for  additional  compensation  as 
assistant  marshal  of  saidcounty  in  taking  the  census. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  J.  Irwin  and  H.  Dunkle, 
of  Carroll  connty,  Indiana,  asking  for  additional  compensa- 
tion as  assistant  marshals  of  said  county,  in  taking  the 
census. 

By  Mr.  WATKINS :  The  memorial  of  the  assistant  mar- 
shals of  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee,  for  increase  of 
compensation. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  Tbe  memorial  of  Samuel  C.  Ken- 
nedy, Robert  Hays,  Rebecca  Wilfoug,  Sarah  Yanner,  and 
others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  of  the  surx'iving 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  widows  and 
children  of  those  deceased  who  have  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  praying  Congress  to  modify  the  bounty  land  act  of 
September  ira,  1850,  so  as  to  give  each  person  intended  to 
be  benefited  by  said  act,  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  HIBBABD :  The  memorial  of  the  Rock  County 
Agricultural  Society  and  Mechanics  Institute,  in  the  State 
of  Wi»coni<in,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  national 
Bureau  of  Agriculture. 

By  Mr.  CHURCH  WELL  :  The  memorial  of  the  assist- 
ant marshals  of  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee,  praying  for 
1  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  census. 
'  By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinow :  The  p^'tition  of  Chas. 
S.  Hampstead  and  500  others,  citizens  of  Galena,  Illinois, 
praying  that  Congress  may  estabUsh  Galena  as  a  port  of 
entry. 

Also,  tlic  petition  of  tite  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
said  city  of  Galena,  for  the  same  purpot^. 

By  Mr.  CARTTER:  The  petition  ofChaf^es  Alcott,  for 
relief. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  petition  of  Henry  WentHng,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  supplies  Aimished  United  Slates 
troops  in  the  lata  war  with  Great  Biitaio. 


By  Mr.  CONGER :  The  petition  of  Wm.  H.  Plitt,  Pres- 
ident  of  the  Alton  and  Sangamon  Railroad  CoaipMjr,«*k. 
ing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  aldif^  in  meeoa- 
struction  of  raid  rond. 

By  Mr.  LETCHER :  The  peUtlon  of  J.  W,  Pope  aod 
179  other  citizens  of  Hardy,  Rockingham,  and  Q])eiuuMlo^ 
counties,  in  Virginia,  asking  the  estaMisbmeat  of  antiil 
route  from  Luney^s  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Hardy,  to  New 
Market,  in  thecounty  of  Shenandoah. 

By  Mr.  BARRERE :  The  netitton  of  JoIhi  Q.  MarvhsU, 
Thomas  Middleton,  and  B.  F*  Johnson,  asdstant  oiardi^ 
in  Brown  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  odditioael  compensa- 
tion for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 
t      By  Mr.  SCHOOLCRAFT:  The  remonst^aee  of  UA 
I  citizens  of  Albany,  New  York,  against  the  fuiiAier  extn- 
1  sion  of  the  patent  for  Woodwortb^s  planing  roarbine. 
!      By  Mr.  CHANDLER  :  The  memorial  of  J.  W.  Weuaore 
and  many  other  citizens  of  the  city  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depGt  in  conneetioa 
with  a  dry  dock,  at  some  point  on  the  lake  frontier. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  Houghton  and  other  jodical  offi- 
cers of  New  Mexico  under  the  government  of  Generd 
Kearny,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the  pi^nest  of 
their  salaries. 

By  Mr.  BIBIGHAITS :  The  petition  of  Strange  N.  Pal- 
mer  and  others,  of  Schuylkill  countv,  PennsjivaniM,  prey- 
ing  for  a  modiflcation  of  the  tariff  of  IS46  on  iron,  kc 

By  Mr.  YATES  :  The  petition  of  David  J.  Perry  and  190 
others,  for  a  grant  of  the  right  of  way  and  a  portion  of  tbe 
pnblic  land^  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  tbt 
city  of  Springfield,  in  Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Bloonunctoa, 
in  McLean  county,  in  extension  of  the  Alton  and  Saoga- 
mon  railroad. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Z.  Lawrence  and  SQ  oUims,  for  tie 
same  object. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  F^rwary  19,  1853. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Littletok  F.  Morgan. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU  brtiig  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  thai  tlie  three  membert  of 
the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  are  lemponui* 
ly  absent,  and  in  conseouence  there  are  billf 
which  cannot  be  examined  luilcss  an  additional 
member  shall  be  appointed. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  that  the  Chair  bare 
power  to  appoint  an  additional  member  of  that 
committee. 

The  PRESIDENT..  If  such  be  the  pleanm  of 
the  Senate,  the  Chair  will  maJce  the  appointmeDi. 

Mr.  Wadb,  of  Ohio,  was  ftppointed. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMinnCATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commanication  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Id* 
terior,  transmitting  a  report  oC  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Greneral  I^nd  Office,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the  eoDflictinr 
claims  of  Randolph  Coyle,  John  Dc^field,  and 
the  city  of  Cincinnati,  to  the  unsold  parts  of  frac« 
tional  section  No.  11,  in  fractional  township  No. 
4,  of  fractional  range  No.  1»  in  J.  C.  Symmes'f 
purchase,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  MANQUM  presented  the  memorialt  of 
Thoflsas  K.  Hall,  of  Brunswick  county;  E.  H. 
McClure,  of  Buncombe  county;  J.  C.  Smith,  of 
Alexander  county;  John  Clayton,  of  Henderson 
county;  James  J.  H.  Russ,  oC  Randolph  count/, 
and  Samuel  M.  Hughes,  of  Stokes  county,  asmt- 
ant  marshals  for  talcing  the  Seventh  Census  id 
North  Carolina,  praying  additional  compensation; 
which  were  referred  to  the  ComnHttee  of  dakns. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  present  the  memorials  of  twenty- 
four  assistant  marshals  for  taking  the  SeveDtb 
Census  in  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee.  They 
represent,  in  positive  and  strong'terms,  that  the 
character  and  tlie  formation  of  that  country,  beiof 
generally  mountainous^  and  the  population,  eX' 
cept  in  the  valteys,  being  very  sparse^  they  hare 
received  nothing  like  an  adequate  compensation. 
1  move  that,  without  reading,they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.    Tney  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  haversir,  the  memortals  of 
R.  C.  Miller^  assistant  marshal  of  Caldwell  cooa- 
ty,  and  J.  M.  Taylor,  assTstaDt  marshal  of  Na^ 
county.  North  Carolina,  both  complaining  oi 
losses  and  grievances  arising  from  this  same  root 
of  bitterness,  and  I  move  ihetr  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.    They  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Mr.  President,  I  have  certain 
resolutions,  or  rather  two  or  three  series  of  iw- 
lutions,  adoptad  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisb- 
ture  of  North  Carolina,  which,  for  reasons  not 
necessary  to  be  now  mentioned,  were  iranstmtteu 
to  me  so  late  that  the  opportunit|r  wasnotaffbraed 
me  to  offer  them  to  the  Senate  ^t  the  last  legisla- 
tive session;  and  in  consequence  of  their  having 
been  leA  at  home  when  I  came  h^n  this  vioter, 
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with  certain  mipers  to  be  transmitted  immediately, 
and  some  deuiy  in  their  transmission,  I  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  heretofore  to^present  them  to 
the  Senate.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  be  any  longer 
considered  ne^igent  of  that  duty,  I  present  the 
resohitions  of  the  Leg^lature  of  North  Carolina, 
in  relatioi^tothe  encouragement  of  home  industry, 
and  requesting  their  members  of  both  branches  of 
Congress  to  vote  against  any  increase  of  tariif 
duty." 

I  present,  also,  a  resolution  of  the  L^islature  of 
North  Carolina,  in  favor  of  the  reopening  of  the 
inlet  at  or  near  Nag's  Head,  between  the  ocean 
mad  Albemarle  Sound. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  in  fovor  of  opening' a  communication  be- 
tween Beaufort  Ilarbor  and  the  watera  of  Pamlico 
Sound;  also,  in  favor  of  a  hydrographical  survey 
of  the  waters  between  Pamlico  Sound  and  Beau- 
fort Harbor,  known  as  Core  Sound.  As  my  col- 
leag^ue  suggests,  I  ask  that  they  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  assistant  marehals  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census  in  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee,  pray- 
ing additional  compensation;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.- 

Mr.  BRIQHT  presented  three  memorials  of 
assistant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census 
In  Indiana,  praying  additional  compensation; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  present  a  petition  which  has 
been  addressed  \o  me,  postmarked  from  New 
York,  of  Margaret  Shields  and  Mary  McDermit, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  many  others. 

They  represent  that  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
about  to  interpose  for  the  relief  of  certain  Irish 
prisoners  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  and  asking  that 
their  husbands,  who  they  say  are  in  like  exile, 
may  be  included  in  such  interposition.  I  do  not 
•^aite  agree  with  all  the  positions  of  the  memorial- 
4sts,  but  as  the  memorial  is  a  respectful  one,  I 
liave  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate; and  I  ask  that,  without  being  read,  it  may  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  ever  make  such  inter- 
f>osition. 

The  memorial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  o€  sundry 
merchants  of  New  York,  pravmg  the  correction 
of  errors  in  the  practice  of  the  warehouse  laws; 
^  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  A.  Ray- 
mond, an  assistant  marahal  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census  in  Ohio,  prayine  additional  compensation; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  memorial 
of  William  HoUinshead,  praying  compensation  for 
reporting  and  preparing  for  publication  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  of  the  curate, 
president,  and  members  of  tiie  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  that  certain  marble  altara  and 
other  articles  ordered  in  Europe  for  the  use  of  that 
Cathedral  may  be  entered  free  of  duty;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Miami  University,  praying  a  donation 
of  land  for  the  benefit  of  tmit  institution;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  three  memorials  of  assistant  marahals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Ohio,  praying  addi- 
tions!! compensation;  which  wereieierred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REPERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UPH  AMj  it  was 

Ordered  J  Thnt  the  petition  of  Samuel  Wliite,  on  the  files 
of  die  Senaief  be  referred  to  the  CommiUee  on  Peatteae. 

On  motion  by'Mr.  SHIELDS,  K  was 

Ordered f  That  the  memorial  of  Michael  Nadi,  on  the 
Mmi»(  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ChUmt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  filet  of  the  Senate 

ffvlatinir  to  the  dain  of  Fraaklin  Hardin  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Claim*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Orieredi  Tbat  WilUam  £.  McMsiter  have  leave  to  with- 
draw Ms  weuwrisl. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petHioB  of  Jamet  Higfiobbiham,  on 
the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  ttfcxnd  to  the  Committee  ou 
PubUc  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  John  A.  Batin,  on  the  filee 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PubUc 
Lands. 

REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Frances 
£.  Baden,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  prevent  unnecessary  delays  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  cargoes  of  steamers;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PRATT,  froQi  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard 
Maokall,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reaching. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  R.  D.  Sewall,  as  ex- 
ecutor of  Jl.  SewaU,  dedlased,  submitted  a  report, 
accoinpanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  the  late  Robert  Sewall;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  STOC&TON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Ursula  E.  Cobb,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  I8th 
instant,  reported  a  joint  resolution  extending  the 
time  of  the  commission  under  the  convention  with 
Brazil;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
riding. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

~  Mr.  FELCH,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  CTant- 
ing  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  trust  for  the  Ziluakie, 
Grand  Traverse  and  Mackinaw  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany, in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  plank  road 
from  Ziluakie,  on  the  Saginaw  river,  to  Grand 
Traverse  Bay,  thence  to  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  aereeably  to  pluvious  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  create  additional 
collection  districts  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and 
for  other  purposes;*'  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  Preferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  DRY  DOCKS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution for  consideration: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  oopiee  of  the  contract!  under 
which  the  dry  dock^  baKine,  and  railways  have  been  built 
or  are  buHdins  at  Kitlery,  Philadelphia,  and  Penascola. 
Also,  a  copy  of  the  contract  for  the  constmciion  of  the  dry 
dock,  mthout  the  basin  and  railway,  at  San  Francisco,  and 
a  copy  of  the  advertisement  inviUnf  proposals  for  said  work. 
Also,  copies  of  all  bids  or  proponus  to  construct  said  dry 
docks,  basinff,  and  railways.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate 
whether  a  board  of  officers  has  been  appointed  to  select  a 
site  tor  a  navy-yard  or  depGt,  or  to  locate  the  said  dock,  in 
CalifornU;  and  if  said  board  has  made'  a  report,  to  communi- 
cate a  coiiy  thereof. 

MILEAGE  OF  THE  DELEGATE  FROM  OREGON. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  put  on  iu 
passage  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitl^  "An  act  to  rqgrulate  the  mileage  of  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon." 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time  by  its  title  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  It  was  also  read  a 
second  time  with  a  view  to  reference. 

Mr.  aWIN.  I  move  to  refer  the  biU  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  BADGER.  This  is  a  bUl  which  concerns 
the  mileage  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Mr.  GWIN.  It  is  the  Delegate  from  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  object  is  to 
take  his  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  proviso 
tacked  to  a  former  appropriation  bill  and  let  it 
stand  on  the  general  law.  Now  I  wish  to  suggest 
whether  it  im  worth  i^Jiile  to  hare  this  bill  referred* 


In  this  case  we  need  not  exercise  any  revision 
over  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  not.  I  hope  this  bill 
will  not  be  referred,  but  that  it  will  be  taken  up 
and  acted  upon  immediately.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity  for  a  reference. 

Mr.  GWIN.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  bill 
will  be  referred.  It  introduces  an  important  prin- 
ciple, and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  discussed 
when  it  comes  up.  I  renew  the  motion  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  take  issue  with  t)ie  Senator 
from  Ohio.  It  does  not  introduce  a  new  princi- 
ple. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to 
place  the  Delegate  from  the  Oregon  Territory  ex- 
actly  in  the  same  position  with  every  Senator  and 
Representative  and  Delegate  from  the  States  and 
Territories  of  this  Union.  By  a  special  enactment 
in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  at 
the  dose  of  the  Congress  before  last,  the  Dele- 

fate  from  the  Territory  of  Ore^n  was  allowed 
ut  $2,500  mileage;  while  if  his  travel  had  been 
coniputed  upon  the  principle  by  which  the  mileage 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  and  other  Dele- 
gates was  calculated,  it  would  have  been  |3,452. 
The  limitation  contained  in  the  bill  to  which  I 
have  referred  has  expired, and  this  bill  is  designed 
to  place  the  Del^ate  in  tlie  same  position  with  all 
other  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Certainly,  to  put  him  on  a 
footing  with  all  others. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  hope  this  bill  will  not  be  re- 
ferred, but  that  it  will  be  acted  upon  immediately . 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
this  bill  ought  to  be  referred,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  considered  before  it  is  acted  upon.  It  is  not 
exactly  in  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  prop- 
osition now  but  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  stated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is 
simply  to  place  tlie  Delegate  from  Oregon  in  the 
very  same  position  which  is  occupied  by  Senators 
and  Representatives  from  the  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  1  think  it  is  due  to  myself,  and  due  to 
the  Senate,  to  say  that  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  is  mistaken. 

If  I  recollect  right,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ses- 
sion of  1850,  a  proviso  was  added  to  the  appro- 
griation  bill,  or  rather  to  a  bill  for  supplying  de- 
ciencies  in  appropriations,  which  restricted  the 
mileage  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
California  and  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  to  the 
land  route.  That  proviso  was  construed  as  a 
temporary  provision  in  the  House,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives from.  California  in  the  House  were 
considered  by  the  Coimnittee  on  Mileage,  and 
without  the  action  of  the  House,  as  I  believe,  en- 
titled to  receive  full  mileage  for  the  route  by  the 
Isthmus,  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  California  presented 
that  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session,  and  it  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  committee  re- 
ported that  the  provision  in  that  bill  was  a  perma- 
nent and  not  a  temporary  provision.  He  there- 
fore received  his  mileage  by  the  overland  route, 
while  his  colleagues  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives received  their  mileage  by  the  Isthmus  route. 
This  bill  now  proposes  to  repeal  the  clause  of  the 
act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  which  re- 
stricts the  Delegate  from  that  Territory  to  $2,500 
mileage;  and  it  will  make  two  rules  of  compensa- 
tion in  mileage  to  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives from  the  territo/y  west  of  tlie  Rocky  Moun- 
tains-^one  rule  for  the  Representatives  and  the 
Delate  in  the  other  House,  and  another  rule  for 
the  Senator  in  this  body. 

I  merely  say  this  in  order  to  show  that  this  is  a 
question  which  it  seems  to  me  to  deserve  some 
consideration;  and  while  I  am  for  a  liberal  provis- 
ion, I  am  for  something  like  equality  in  this  mat- 
ter of  mileage. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  bill 
read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill  accordingly.  It  pro- 
vides that  80  much  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
establish  the  territorial  government  of  Oregon,** 
approved  August  18th,  1848,  asHmits  the  mileage 
I  compensation  of  the  Delegate  from  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, be  repealed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  law  orpinizinc  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon  limited  the  miieagt  of  the  Dele- 
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pate  from  that  TmtiU>ry  to  $3,500.  If  tJwre  liad 
been  iro  clause  ill  that  bill  restricting  bis  tnUeage, 
he  would  clearly  have  been  entitled  to  be  paid  ac- 
cording to  the  computation  of  the  distance  as  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  States  and 


from  Oregon  i»  die  only  member  of  either 
House  who  has  not  tlie  ri^ut  to  go  to  the  proper 
officer  and  demand  mileage  for  the  distance  he  has 
traveled.  This  restriction  is  imposed  upon  him 
by  previous  enactment,  and  it  reouires  some  le^is- 


as 


Territories  generiUly.  I  regarded  that  limitation,  : ;  laiion  to  give  him  that  amount  of  money  to  which 
I  think  every  Senator  here  must  re^rd  it,  as  ,  all  admit  he  is  entitled.     I  hope  the  Senate  will 

not  embarrass  the  bill  by  any  other  question. 

The  motion  to  refer  wtis  not  agreed  to;  and 
the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  My  attention  has  not  been 
called  to  this  bill,  nor  to  the  principles  involved  in 
it.  1  have  usually  been  on  the  liberal  side  of  ques- 
tions of  this  sort,  but  1  would  ask  that  it  may  be 
allowed  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present,  that  we 


unjust.  At  the  last  Congress  an  amendment  was 
appended  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,^ving  to 
the  then  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
|3,452,  which,  as  I  stated  before,  was  the  amount 
of  mileage  he  would  be  entitled  to  if  computed  ac- 
cording to  the  distance  traveled.  The  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  give  the  present  Delegate  from  that  Ter- 
ritory the  same  rate  of  mileage — nothing  more. 
Hence  I  say  that  1  think  there  is  no  necessity 

whatever  for  referring  it.     If  Senators  are  willing  I !  may  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  measure, 
to  award  justice  to  the  Delegate  from  Oregon;  if  1  and  of  considering  the  principles  which  are  in- 
they  are  willing  to  measure  out  to  him  the  same  |!  volved  in  it.    1  do  not  m^rm,  by  any  motion  of 
rate  of  compensation  that  they  measure  out  to  them  -  > 
selves,  they  can  do  it  immediately.  Iftheyd^ireto  > 
single  him  out,  and  say  that  his  travel  is  worth  less  | 
than  that  of  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Cal-  ! 
ifomia  and  other  States  and  Territories,  they  have  , 
a  right  to  do  so;  but  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opin-  | 
ion ,  it  would  be  very  unjust  and  oppressive  towards  ' 
him.    For  that  reason  I  oppose  the  reference  of  | 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.    When  I  threw  out  the  sug-  ' 
gestion  that  I  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
reference  of  this  bill,!  did  not  do  it  because  I 
meant  to  intimate  any  opinion  whether  the  House 
uf  Representatives  ought  or  ought  not  to  ]ia&s  a  i 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  repealing  that  restriction,  j 
It  was  sufitcient  for  me  that  it  concerned  a  Dele-  < 
gate  in  that  body,  and  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  put  that  DelegaCe  on  a  footing  with  other  | 
iJelegates  and  members  of  that  House.    I  there- 
fore thought  it  would  not  be  exactly  gracious 
to   discover   any  disposition  to  revise  what  the  , 
House  has  done.    I  am  satisfied  that  were  the  case  ' 
reversed,  we  would  not  think  that  the  House  was  J 
treating  usproperlyif  it  were  to  hesitate  in  adopt-  ; 
ing  a  bill  we  had  passed  for  a  like  purpose.    But 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  callea  attention  to  | 
another  matter.    If  I   understood  his  views  on  \ 
that  subjects— if  his  object  is  to  amend  this  bill  so 
as  to  produce  an  equality  between  the  Senators 
and  Representatives,  1  think  it  would  be  well, 
whether  this  bill  is  referred  or  not,  to  allow  it  to 
lie  on  the  table  until  an  amendment  can  be  pre- 
pared.    He  has  stated  the  action  there  was  on  the 
appropriation  bill,  and  the  terms  of  the  clause 
which  applied  as  well  to  Senators  as  to  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  Stale  of 
California  in  respect  to  mileage.    In  the  House  that 


,' 


any 

that  sort,  to  indicate  anything  like  opposition  to  it. 
I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  and  therefore  I  move 
that  it  do  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  the  vote,  on  a 
division,  being  15  in  the  affirmative  and  16  in 
the  negative.  There  was,  however,  no  quorum 
voting.  • 

The  Senate  having  been  counted,  33  Seilators 
were  found  to  be  present. 

Mr.  MANGUM .  My  simple  object  is  to  gain  a 
little  time  to  look  into  it.  My  motion  is  made  with 
no  hostile  purpose  towards  die  measure  itself.  I 
have  no  desire  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  ask  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  if  he  was  in  his  place  at  the  time  the  bill 
was  read  }    The  object  of  my  inquiry  is  to  oscer- 


according  to  the  overland  route,  and  it  has  been  to 
decided  in  the  othfer  branch  of  Congress. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  honorable  Senator  is  mit- 
taken.  The  fact  is  directly  the  revetse.  The 
House  has  decided  that  the  members  from  Cahfor- 
nia  are  entitled  to  be  paid  according  to  the  Istharas 
route,  and  they  have  received  mileagei  aecordi^ 
to  that  route.  This  bill  proposes  to  put  the  Dele- 
gate from  Oegon  on  the  same  footing  as  members 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  As  I  said  before,  the  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  pay  the  Delegate  from  Or(»m  as  other 
Delegates  and  members  are  paid.  It  u  wholly 
immaterial  by  what  route  he  travels.  I  know  he 
would  not  charge  by  any  other  than  the  route  rer- 
ognized  by  law.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mangvu]  will  not  sin- 
gle out  this  individual  from  all  others,  and  apply  a 
rule  in  his  case  that  is  deariy  unjust. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  the  Sonator  from  In> 
diana  will  permit  the  bill,  without  being  referml, 
to  lie  over  until  to-morrow.  There  is  misappre- 
hension about  it,  and  I  hope  he  will  give  Senators 
an  opportunity  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  will  not  press  the  matter  if 
Senators  desire  to  examine  so  important  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  In  reference  to  the  remarb 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  I  have  to  say  that  1 
am  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  make  any  invidi- 
ous discrimination  between  this  Delegate  and  any 
member  of  the  House.  Not  at  all;  but  I  really 
think  it  is  not  according  to  the  regular  process  of 
legislation  to  force  the  detennin^ttion  of  a  question 
about  which  even  the  friends  of  the  measure  diffhr 


tain  whether  he  heard  the  statement  of  the  facts  of  !  i  as  to  the  amount  to  be  paid,  and  the  principle  upon 


the  case.    If  he  had,  I  am  sure  he  would  allow 
this  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    If  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  min- 
utes I  will  renew  it. 
Mr.  MANGUM.    I  withdmw  it. 
Mr.  SEWARD.    I  wish  to  say,  that  I  have  no  ' 
opinion  made  up  against  this  bill.    I  am  not  pre-  ' 
pared  to  vote  either  for  or  against  it.   I  want  time 
to  think  of  it,  and  that  I  suppose  is  tlie  object  of 
all  the  Senators  who  desire  that  the  bill  shall  be 
j  laid  upon  the  table.    Their  object  is  not  to  defeat 
I  the  bill,  but  to  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
the  question  which  it  presents.    I  mean  no  more, 
j  when  I  make  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
t  ble  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.     I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
will  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment.  | 

Mr.  SEWARD.  *  Ceruiinly.  ; 

Mr.  BRIGHT.    I  would  dislike  very  much  to 
was  interpreted  as  being  a  temporary  provision.  '   press  tliis  bill  against  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  but 


The  regulation  in  the  Senate  was  interpreted  as 
being  permanent;  the  consequence  of  which  has 
been,  that  the  Senator  from  California  receives  less 
compensation  for  mileage  than  the  members  of  jhe 
House  from  California.  Now  that  cannot  be 
right;  and  if  the  Senatf)r  from  Ohio  proposes  to 
move  an  amendment  which  shall  declare  the  law, 
either  the  one  way  or  the  other,  so  as  to  give  it  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  and  to  apply  iC  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  then  either  a  reference  or  a 
postponement  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  allow  him  to 
propose  his  amendment,  would  be  proper;  but 
otlierwise  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  pass  the  bill 
at  once. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  did  not  propose  to  introduce 
any  amendment  to  the  bill;  but  I  did  think  that 
eitner  the  Committee  on  Territories  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  having  this  bill  under  con- 
sideration, might  introduce  some  provisions  which 
would  equalize  the  mileage,  either  in  the  way  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  or  in 
some  other  mode.  For  myself,  I  am  very  willing 
to  say  that  I  have  always  considered  that  restric- 
tion upon  the  mileage  both  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  California,  contained  in  the 
deficiency  bill  of  1850,  as  in  the  nature  of  a  tem- 
porary provision,  and  applicable  only  to  the  mile- 
age for  that  year.  That  has  been  my  opinion  on 
the  question  as  one  of  law  merely.  It  was,  how- 
ever, submitted  to  the  Judiciary  Commhtee#  who 
decided  otherwise,  and  the  Senate  acquiesced  in 
its  decision. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
Senate,  whether  it  is  proper,  whether  it  is  just 
towiards  the  Delegate  from  Oregon,  to  embarrass 
tjus  rneasure  with  so  embarrassing  a  question  as 


'  I 


the  mileage  of  members  generally  ?    The  Delegate  j  mus  he  ought  to  be  paid  for  it,  but  it  is  not.    It  is 


I  am  quite  sure  that  every  Senator  present,  wlio 
understands  the  question,  is  prepared  to  vote  upon 
it.  It  is  a  very  plain  question,  and  is  within  a 
very  small  compass.  Any  Senator  who  will  take 
time  to  refer  to  the  16th  section  of  the  law  organ- 
izing the  Territory  of  Oregon,  will  see  that  the 
Delegate  from  that  Territory  is  restricted  to  $2,500 
as  mileage.  The  first  Delegate  elected  from  that 
Territory  was  allowed,  under  an  amendment  to 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  $3,452.  Why  was 
he  allowed  that  amount  ?  Because  the  distance  he 
traveled  would,  under  the  eeneral  law,  entitle  him 
to  that  amount.  I  know  there  is  not  a  Senator  on 
this  floor  who  will  refbse  to  allow  the  Del^ate 
from  Oregon  to  receive  the  same  amount  which 
was  given  to  his  predecessor.  That  is  all  he  asks, 
and  all  admit  that  he  is  entitled  to  it.  If  he  be 
paid,  as  Senators  and  Representatives  are-paid« 
according  to  the  distance  traveled,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  receive  |3,452.  But,  I  repeat,  he  is 
the  only  member  of  either  House  who  is  not  en- 
titled^to  go  to  the  proper  officer  and  draw  mileage 
according  to  the  distance  he  has  traveled.  That  is 
on  account  of  the  fact,  that  a  law  is  in  force  which 
prohibits  him  from  doing  so.  The  object  of  this 
bill  is  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  law  as  limits  his 
mileage  to  |2,500,  and  proposes  togive  him  $3,452. 

Mr.  NOkRIS.  I  should  like  to  know  by  what 
law  he  would  be  limited  to  $3,425  ? 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  By  the  general  law  which  pro- 
vides that  the  members  shall  receive  their  mileage 
according  to  the  usual  traveled  route  from  their 

Slace  of  residence  to  the  capital  of  the  United 
tates. 

Mr.  NORRIS.    That  is  across  the  Isthmus, 
Mr.  BRIGHT.    If  he  travels  across  the  IsUi- 


which  it  is  to  be  paid.    I  renew  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  upon  the  table. , 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  grantin?  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  certain  railroads  in  said  State. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  resumed  and  concluded 
the  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday  in  op- 
position to  the  bill  and  in  favor  of  nis  amendment. 
His  speech  will  be  found  in  th«  Appendix. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  the 
amendment  reported  as  a  substitute  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  One  oa  two  Senatorn 
st^ed  to  me  that  they  want^  to  make  some 
amendments  to  my  amendment,  which  would 
make  it  more  agreeable  to  them.  They  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  let  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  committee  be  acted  upon  first,  and  then  I 
could  renew  my  amendment,  which  would  be  sub- 
ject to  amendment.  I  will,  therefore,  withdraw 
my  amendment  until  the  question  is  taken  on  the 
substitute  of  the  committee.  When  that  is  adopt- 
ed, I  shall  renew  my  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adioum;  though,  in  the  present  state  of  my 
health,!  shall  proMbly  be  unable  to  address  the 
Senate  on  the  subject,  and  I  do  not  move  the  ad- 

1'oumment  for  that  purpose;  but  there  are  a  num- 
»er  of  Senators  who  have  spoken  to  me,  and  said 
they  presumed  no  vote  would  be  taken  to-day. 
They  are  therefore  absent,  and  hence  I  move  thai 
the  senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Seoaie 
adjourned. 


*       HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TucasDAT,  Fdfm^ry  19, 1852.     ' 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littlbtok  F.  Morgan. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  wasread  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  bumnesa  befbiethe 
House  is  House  bill  No.  104,  being  a  bill  granting 
the  right  of  way  and  making  a  donation  of  public 
lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  therein. 

Mr.  MACE.    1  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  SPEAKER.  Witt  the  gentleman  state  hia 
question? 

Mr.  MACE.  I  sent  to  the  table  on  yesterdsy 
two  memorials  and  petitions,  which  I  did  not  hear 
read  by  the  Clerk  this  morning. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  r«iiirif. 
that  such  matters  are  journalized  »nd  printed,  mt 
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are  not  read  to  the  House.  I  understand  such  has 
been  the  practice  of  this  body  ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  rule  allowing  of  the  filing  of  petitions 
without  presoitation  to  the  House. 

ATTENDANCE  OF  COUNSEL. 

Air.  ORR,  by  uoanimous  consent,  introduced 
A  bill,  df  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
entitled  **  A  bill  to  facilitate  the  attendance  ofcoun- 
sel  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  Capitol,  by 
classifying  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court;  ' 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  t)ie  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LANE,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  House, 
introduced  a  memoriaVrom  a  portion  of  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LANE.     I  have  two  other  memorials 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  object  to  their  introduc- 
tion, and  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

GRANT  OF  LANDS  TO  MISSOURI. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  day  is  called 
for,  which  is  House  bill  No.  104,  and  upon  that 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Millkr]  has 
the  floor. 

Mr.  MILLER  addressed  the  House  for  an  ^our 
in  iavor  of  the  objects  of  the  bill,  which  had  alr^y 
been  discussed,  ne  said,  by  the  ablest  minds  of  the 
couptry;  called  attention  to  the  resources  of  the 
Western  States,  and  the  aid  they  afford  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Eastern — to  the  mcreased  settle- 
ment of  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  great  rivers; 
from  which  he  inferred  that  by  encouraging  inter- 
nal improvements,  a  similar  effect  woiud  be  pro- 
duced. 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  M.'s  Speech.] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  Is  there  a  motion 
pending  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  this 
House  is  as  well  prepared  to  act  at  this  moment 
upon  this  subject  as  it  will  be  at  any  future  time, 
I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  RAnTOUL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  who 
has  made  that  motion  to  withdraw  it.  So  far  all 
the  speaking  upon  this  bill  has  been  made  by  gen- 
tlemen commgjrom  one  section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUOTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  withdraw.    I  want  this  subject  disposed  of. 

Mr.  .^uNES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  my  colleague 
to  withdraw  for  one  moment,  in  order  toidlow  me 
to  make  a  suggestion,  by  which  this  subject  can 
be  gotten  over  for  the  present,  and  allow  tine  other 
committees  to  be  called.  It  is  not  competent  for 
any  other  committee  to  report  so  long  as  this  sub- 
ject continues  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  Let  us  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
that  will  get  it  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  ask  the 
^ntleman  from  Tennessee  not  to  withdraw  his 
call  fbr  the  previous  question.  We  are  as  well 
prepared  now  to  vote  upon  this  bill  as  we  ever 
shall  be.  If  the  friends  of  the  bill  can  carry  it 
through ,  I  want  to  fiive  them  a  chance. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  have  not  much  feeling  in  re- 
lation tcT  whether  the  previous  question  be  now 
pressed  or  not.  I  calleu  it  in  deference  to  what  I 
conceived  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  the  friends  of  the  bill  wish  to 
press  it  to  a  vote  now,  I  am  ready.  I  will  not  ob- 
ject to  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table.  The  bill  before  the  House 
will  then  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Several  MEMSERf.  Oh,  no!  let's  dispose  of  it 
now. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  What  wiU 
be  the  effect  if  the  House  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table? 
Will  this  bill  come  up  again  in  the  morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  unfinished 
business. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, and  the  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  House  was  then  divided,  to  ascertain  wheth- 
er there  was  a  second  to  the^  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question;  and  there  were — ayes  38,  noes  116. 
So  there  was  not  a  second.  !, 

Mr.  RANTOUL.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire »! 


Mr.  JONES.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  a 
speech,  but  it  is  evident,  that  while  this  bill  is  con- 
tinued before  Uie  House  that  no  other  cororaitiee 
can  be  called  for  reports. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Joneb]  has 
addressed  the  House  once  upon  this  ouestion. 
The  gentleman  from  Massacnusetts  [Mr.  Rax- 
TODL]  now  claims  the  floor,  and,  acconiing  to  the 
rules  of  the  House — the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee having  spoken  once — ^I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  a  speech. 
I  only  desire  to  make  the  proposition,  that  the  bus- 
iness be  passed  over  until  all  the  other  committees 
shall  be  called  for  reports,  and  then,  when  the  call 
reaches  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  again, 
that  this  subject  will  come  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness. AH  I  want  is  to  allow  the  other  committees  to 
report.  I  have  no  report  to  make,  but  I  think  that 
is 'due  to  the  other  committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  no  objection  in  the  world 
to  the  postponement  of  this  business,  provided  it 
is  postponed  in  such  a  way  that  it  shall  come  up 
again.  And  if  the  g^entleman  from  Tennessee  will 
modily  his  proposition  sAhat  this  subject  shall  be 
postponed  till  some  day  certain,  ana  made  the 
special  order  for  that  day,  so  that  it  will 'come 
up  precisely  in  the  same  condition  which  it  now 
occupies,  1  have  no  objection.  But  I  do  not  want 
it  postponed  to  go  onto  the  Speaker's  table  again, 
for  if  it  does,  we  shall  never  reach  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  Mv  proposition  does  not  carry 
it  to  the  Speaker's  taole.  it  only  provides  that  it 
shi^l  go  over  imtil  the  other  committees  shall  be 
called  for  reports.  Then ,  when  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lanos  is  called,  it  will  again  come  up,  and 
will  occupy  precisely  the  same  position  which  it 
now  holds.  I  am  in  fiivor  of  having  this  matter 
go  over,  but  I  am  opposed  to  making  it  a  special 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  requires  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  ORR  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  RANTOUL  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
old  thirteen  States  have  certainly  a  ^eat  interest 
in  determining  what  shall  be  done  with  the  public 
lands,  in  some,  respect  equal  with  the  new;  and 
the  question  is,  what  use  can  be  made  with  the 
public  lands  until  some  general  measure  sliall  be 
agreed  upon  beneficial  and  equally  advantageous 
to  the  old  and  the  new  States. 

A  general  plan  of  raih-oads,  he  said,  has  been 
commenced,  (not  confined  to  &ny  particular  State 
or  section,)  forming  a  portion  ot  a  great  and  well- 
contrived  system.  The  commerce  of  the  nation  is 
destined  to  be  an  interchange  between  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi  and  foreign  countries  to  a  great 
extent.  It  is  a  matter  of  interest,  then,  that  addi- 
tional channels  of  intercourse  shall  be  constructed, 
open  and  convenient.  So  far  as  this  bill  proposes 
to  aid  Missouri,  it  does  so  without  the  loss  of  a 
dollar  to  the  General  Gk>vemment.  If  the  Atlantic 
States  would  have  a  sreat  commercial  and  navi- 
gating interest,  they  should  look  to  the  agricultu- 
ral production^  of  the  West,  which  keep  that 
interest  alive.  He  would  say  to  the  people  of  the 
Northeast  that  cotton,  woolen,  and  iron  must  some 
day  or  other  be  manufactured  hundreds  of  miles 
west  of  where  they  now  are.  The  precise  year 
cannot  be  given;  but  the  West  will  cease  to  boy 
those  things  of  the  Northeast,  and  make  them 
just  when  it  shall  think  that  it  will  be  to  iu  ad- 
vantage. Therefore,  the  Northeast  should  en- 
courage the  West  in  agriculture,  opening  roads  to 
the  Northeast  and  Southeast,  connecting  the  At^ 
lantic  slope  with  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  in 
the  cheapest  and  most  practicable  way.  So  sure 
as  a  course  shall  be  taken  to  depress  western  agri- 
culture, so  sure  will  manufacturing  depart  from 
the  Northeast  to  the  West. 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  R.'s  speech:! 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  next  ootained  the 
floor,  and  said:  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say  on 
this  subject^—— 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  that  as  he 
will  have  the  floor  in  the  naming,  and  as  this 
will  be  the  first  business  that  comes  up,  it  would 
be  better,  with  his  consent,  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  now. 

[Cries  of  **  No,  no !"  and  ••  Let  him  go  on  !"J 

Mr.  MOORE.    I  shouM  be  happy  to  obhge  the 


gentleman  from  Alabama,  but  I  will  remind  him 
jthat  to-morrow  is  Friday,  and  private  bill  day. 

I  should  much  prefer  speaking  to-roorrow  morn- 
ing, if  I  was  sure  of  getting  the  floor;  but  as  it  is 
pnvate  bill  dav,  I  know  I  shall  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  being  heard,  and  I  shall  therefore  retain 
the  floor  now. 

MV.  HOUSTON.  The  genUeman  would  be 
entitled  to  the  floor  in  the  morning  in  preference 
to  anybody  else,  or  to  any  other  business.  My 
object  is  to  get  into  the  committee,  and  finish  up 
a  special  order  there  which  is  hanging  in  the  way 
of  all  other  business.  We  have  time  to* dispose 
of  it  to-day,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  House 
would  so  indulge  me. 

Mr.  MOORE.  If  I  was  sure  I  could  get  the 
floor  to-morrow,  I  would  yield  to  the  gentleman's 
suggestion. 

TCries  of  "  G^o  on  now !"] 

Mr.  ORR.  If  I  underatand  the  rules  of  the 
House  correctly,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  has 
a  right  to  take  the  floor  from  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  the  morning* hour  having  expired. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  Not  eSUi  the  floor  has 
been  assigned  to  the  gentleman  fVom  Louisiana. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  certainly  a  right  to 
take  the  floor  from  the  genUeman,  as  the  morning 
hour  has  expired. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  so  un- 
derstand the  rules. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.    Such  is  not  the  rule. 

Mr.  HpUSTON.  Any  member  has  a  right, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  to  move  to 

groceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
peaker  's  table.    If  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
had  been  in  the  midst  of  his  speech,  I  could  have, 
committed  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  submit  such 
a  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  submit  that  motion  nown. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  full  hour  allowed  me  by  the 
rules,  in  the  discussion  of  this  question.  But  as 
1  had  the  honor  to  introduce  a  bill  kindred  to  the 
one  now  under  consideration,  I  feel  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  say  a  few  words. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  policy  of  making  these 
erants  may  as  well  be  discussed  now,  and  on  this 
bill  as  on  the  other  bills  which  will  probably  come 
before  us.  i  had  the  honor  of  introducing  a  hilh 
to  grant  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  the  right  of  way 
through  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  which 
is  now  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  will,  I  hope,  be  reported  in  a  iew  days.  But 
as  I  may  not  then  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
my  views  upon  this  subject,  lembrace  this  oppor- 
tunity to  do  it. 

I  was  sorry,  the  other  day,  to  hear  a  ^ntleman 
upon  this  floor  endeavor  to  connect  this  subject 
with  the  question  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
Greneral4jK>vernment.  Now,  I  maintain  that  this 
cannot  fairly  be  done.  This  is  simply  a  donation 
for  public  purposes.  By  looking  over  your  stat- 
uteAiook,  from  -the  very  commencement  of  this 
GKrvemment,  you  will  find  that  the  very  firat  law 
that '  was  ever  passed  regulating  the  public  lands, 
made  large  donations  or  public  lanas  for  public 
purposes.  The  very  fint  bill  upon  the  subject  of 
lanas,  passed  before  even  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent Constitution,  made  large  donations  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  purposes  of  public  education.  I 
will  state  to  the  House  a  few  of  the  grants  of  this 
deacr^>tion  that  have  been  made.  We  find  by 
reference  to  the  statnte-book,  that  large  grants  of 
the  public  lands  haye  been  made  to  cities,  to  towns, 
to  counties  for  county-scats,  and  to  States  forseaU 
of  government.  A  |^nmt  of  land  was  made  to 
build  the  city  of  Detrott^-^iotonly  a  portion  of  the 
old  town,  but  10,000  acres  besides,  llie  city  of 
Natchez  also  has  had  a  grant.  Four  sections  of 
land  were  granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  a  seat  of  government.  Thirty- 
six  sections  ana  1,690  acres  besides,  were  grant- 
ed to  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  same  purpose. 
I  find  that  grants  have  been  made  even  to  the  oltl 
States.  For  instance,  a  grant  of  land  was  made  to 
Connecticut  for  a  deaf  and  dumb  asylum--and  very 

roperly ,  I  think.  Illinois  alao  had  a  grant  of  lands 
or  a  seat  of  government. 

I  find  that  the  first  grant  of  lands  for  purposes 
[  of  internal  improyement  was  made  in  1833}  when 
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a  grant  was  mode  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  construct 
a  road  from  the  Lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  to 
Lake  Erie,  one  mile  on  each  side  of  the  road — for 
in  those  days  it  was  ail  wild  country,  and  the 
United  States  thought  proper  to  make  a  grant  of 
the  whole  land  and  not  of  the  alternate  sections  as 
we  now  do.  Another  grant  of  a  like  nature  was 
made  to  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1827,  for  a  road  from 
Columbus  to  Sanduskv.  In  1827,  these  grants 
for  railroads  and  canals  were  commenced.  The 
first  grant  was  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal,  alternate  sections  of  five  miles 
on  each  side;  and  in  the  same  year  a  similar  grant 
was  made  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  a  canal  from 
the  Wabash  to  Lake  Erie.  In  1^^,  another  grant 
was  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  1830,  fur- 
ther time  was  granted  to  the  State  to  locate  those 
lands,  and  they  were  authorized  to  apply  the  grant 
either  to  the  canal  or  to  a  railroad.  1  will  remark 
here,  to  my  Democratic  friends,  that  this  bill  was 
approved  by  General  Jackson,  who  was  the  first 
to  put  an  end  to  improper  appropriations  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement.  A  erant  was 
roaoe  to  Florida  for  a  canal,  and  400,000  acres  of 
land  were  ^ranted  to  Alabama  for  improving  the 
rapids  in  the  Tennessee  river,  known  as  the 
Muscle  Shoals.  James  K.  Polk,  who  was  as 
much  opposed  to  internal  improvements  as  any 
man  in  tliis  nation,  advocated  and  voted  for  those 
two  bills. 

Now,  sir,  I  contend  that  the  bill  now  before  us 
cannot  connect  itself  with  the  subject  of  inteitial 
improvements  by  the  General  Gk>vemment.  It  is 
simply  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  public  uses — 
a  donation  which  I  hope  and  trust  will  be  returned 
to  the  GK>vernment,  not  only  once,  but  twofold, 
or  threefold. 

Now,  let  us  lay  all  abstractions  aside  and  take 
a  plain,  common-sense  view  of  thit  subject.  The 
fourth  section  of  the  bill  provides — 

"  That  the  said  lands  hereby  granted  to  the  said  State  shall 
be  subject  to  the  disposal  orth<»  Legislature  thereof,  fhr  the 


purposes 
sbalibe 


aforesaid,  and  no  other;  and  the  said  railroads 
ind  remain  a  public  highway,  for  the  use  of  the 
Government  of  the  (Jnited  States,  free  from  toll  or  other 
chaige  upon  the  transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  of 
the  United  States." 

Most  certainly  the  General  G^oremment  has  a 
right  to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  troops 
and  their  supplies.  Here  we  say  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  muce  this  road  through  your  country, 
transport  oar  troops  and  suppnes,  and  we  will 
eive  you  every  alternate  section  of  land,  but  with 
the  proviso  that  the  remaining  sections  shall  bring 
double  the  usual  price. 

Again,  by  the  Gtfa  section  of  the  bill,  we  reauire 
the  State  of  Missouri  to  carry  the  mails  along 
these  roads  at  such  price  as  Congress  may  stipu- 
late. 

Now,  we  may  suppose  that  Congress  will  not 
ask  that  the  mail  shall  be  carried  at  a  lower  rate 
than  is  paid  for  other  and  similar  routes  in  the 
United  States.  But  you  must  provide  for  carry- 
ing it  over  that  route  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be 
carried  by  private  express,  otherwise  the  mail  mat- 
ter will  decrease  and  letters  will  be  carried  by  pri- 
vate conveyance.  Now,  we  promise  to  transport 
whatever  you  hare  to  transport  free  of  charge; 
and  I  ask  gentlemen  if  it  is  not  a  fair  and  liberal 
proposition,  and  whether  we  have  not  the  right  to 
ask  that  aid  shall  be  given  us  to  construct  these 
roads  for  the  considerations  mentioned  ? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  gives  to  Congress  full  nower  to  dis- 
pose of  these  public  lands,  and  to  maJce  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  in  relation  thereto, and  there- 
fore,* in  accordance  with  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
these  grants  cannot  be  questioned. 

But  this  question  may  be  considered  in  another 

fioint  of  view.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri 
Mr.  Phelps]  on  yesterday  alluded  to  the  fact, 
that  the  State  of  Missouri  is  prohibited  from  tax- 
ing the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States  for  the 
■pace  of  five  years;  and  she  is  also  prohibited  from 
taxing  the  lands  given  to  soldiers  ror  the  space  of 
three  years.  Now,  a  like  clause  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  constitution,  or  rather  into  the  act 
admitting  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union. 
But  that  act  goes  further.    It  provides  that  **  the 

*  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers  lead- 

*  ing  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

*  shall  be  common  highways  and  forever  free,  as 

*  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  State  as  to  other 

*  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax, 


*  duty,  impost,  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the 

*  said  State.**  So  that  if  the  people  of  Louisiana 
should  wish  to-morrow  to  make  an  expenditure 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  of  these 
rivers  navigable,  they  could  not  impose  any  tax, 
or  impost,  or  toll  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  for  traveling  through  that  channel.  Now, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  old  Stales  have  a  kind 
of  guardianship  over  us.  They  keep  the  new 
States  in  a  sort  of  pupilage,  although  tney  are  full 
grown.  Very  well,  we  do  not  complain  of  it,  but 
we  wish  the  old  Slates,  as  good  fathers  of  families, 
to  act  liberally,  generous,  e^nd  kind  towards  us. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  of  the  projects  for  a  railroad,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  House,  and  for 
which  we  ask  that  a  grant  of  the  public  lands 
should  be  made.  The  road  is  to  run  from  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  New  Orleans, 
to  Opelouaas,  and  from  thence  to  Texas.  The 
•whole  distance  is  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  The  first  fifty  miles 
will  run  from  New  Orleans  to  Lafourche,  through 
a  swamp  country,  where  the  United  States  are  not 
in  thepossessionof  one  foot  of  land,  as  a  letter  from 
the  register  of  the  land  oflce,  whidi  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  will  show.  Upon  the  route  from  Lafourche 
to  Berwick's  bay,  there  are  about  3,200  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  Grovemment,  as  will  appear 
from  a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisi- 
ana, which  I  now  have  before  me.  The  rest  is  either 
land  granted  before  the  change  of  Government, 
or  ceded  to  the  State,  as  swamp  land.  This  route 
goes  through  swamp  lands  wnich  are  susceptible 
of  being  reclaimed,  and  we  trust  it  will  soon  be 
done.  The  whole  route  from  New  Orieans  to  Ber- 
wick *s  bay  has  been  surveyed,  but  no  company 
has  been  organized,  because  undei^our  constitu- 
tion, no  special  acta  of  incorporation  can  be  passed. 
It  requires  that  all  laws  shall  be  general;  and  it 
was  found,  when  we  endeavored  to  get  up  this 
company,  that  the  general  act  of  incorporation 
then  in  force,  would  not  answer  for  a  corporation 
for  railroads,  and  therefore  we  were  obliged  to  de- 
fer it  to  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State. 

From  Berwick's  bay  to  Opelouaas,  a  distance 
of  about  ninety -miles,  the  road  will  run  principal- 
ly through  a  prairie  and  over  lands  wnich  were 
granted  oefore  a  change  of  Gk>vemment;  and  the 
United  States  will  not  be  required  to  give  any 
lands  at  all,  except  it  may  be  a  spot  here  and  there 
in  the  prairie.  The  six  miles  may  extend  so  as  to 
cover  some  sqnall  tracts  of  land  from  Opelousas 
to  Bayou  Chicot,  a  dfistance  of  twenty-seven  miles. 
A  large  portion  of  the  lands  on  the  route  were  also 
granted  oefore  the  change  of  Government,  the  in- 
ferior portions  only  remaining  from  Bayou  Chicot 
to  the  Sabine  river,  a  distance  of  about  fifty-seven 
miles.  It  will  run  through  a  pine  forest  now  of  lit- 
tle or  no  value  to  the  United  States.  Indeed,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  whole  of  this  portion  of 
these  lands  were  to  be  put  up  at  public  auction  to- 
morrow, they  would  not  bring  ten  cents  per  acre. 
But  once  run  a  railroad  through  them,  and  you 
make  them  valuable  for  the  lumber  to  the  prairie 
country,  in  the  vicinity  and  below,  and  also  valu- 
able to  the  prairie  country  in  Texas.  For  I  hope 
and  trust  that  if  we  ever  get  this  road  through  to  the 
Sabine  river,  that  it  will  be  continued  on  through 
Texas.  Th€  subject  is  now  before  the  Texas 
Legislature,  and  i  feel  certain  that  if  we  can  once 
get  this  road  completed  to  the  liorder  of  Texas,  it 
will  be  continued  on  through  that  State  to  EU 
Paso. 

According  to  a  hasty  calculation  which  I  have 
made,  the  grant  which  we  ask  for  for  the  whole  line 
of  the  main  road  will  not  exceed  390,000  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  nearly  all 
of  that  is  land  which  is  now  entirely  worthless  to 
the  Government.  As  I  have  remarked,  it  is  not 
worth  ten  cents  per  acre.  But  run  your  raihroad 
through  it,  and  you  wDl  make  every  alternate  sec- 
tion worth  |S  50  per  acre  for  the  timber;  the  two 
branches  contemplated  wUl  take  but  a  small  addi- 
tional quantity. 

A  Member.    What  is  the  length  of  your  road  ? 

Mr.  MOORE.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  I  say  the  grant 
will  be  small  when  compared  with  the  length  of 
the  road.  The  public  lands  do  not  lie  along  the 
route  of  the  road  for  more  than  fi(iy  or  at  most 
sixty  miles. 

Now,  to  show  you  that  it  it  probable  that  this 


road  will  be  made,  in  a  series  of  addresses  which 
I  made  to  the  people  along  the  route  upon  this  lab- 
ject,  I  calculated  the  produce  of  seven  of  the  par- 
ishes between  Lafourche  and  St.  Laundry  for  the 
year  1849.    I  will  here  remark,  that  when  1  went 
there  a  great  portion  of  that  country  was  a  wild 
prairie,  on  which  cattle  were  pastured,  and  a  litUe 
corn  made.    But  in  the  year  1849,  those  seven 
little    parishes    produced    72,000    hogsheads  of 
sugar,  which  produced  about  36,000  hossheada  of 
molasses.    They  raised  about  20,000  bdes  of  cot- 
ton, and  sent  to  market  about  40,000  head  of  cattle, 
all  of  which  was  then  worth  about  $5,400,000.    I 
showed  that  by  making  this  road  they — the  inhab- 
itants and  productive  dastf^s  of  those  parishes — 
would  save  in  freight,  insurance,  and  passage  in 
one  vear,  at  least  $300,000.    Now,  if  the  people 
of  those  parishes  have   intelligence   enough  to 
raise  that  amount  of  produce  so  valuable,  they  will 
certainly  have  intelligence  enough  to  take  this 
matter  up,  and  make  this  roadT    I  take  it  for 
granted  tfiat  this  road  will  be  made,  at  least  as  far 
as  Opelousas;  and  if  this  Congress  will   make 
us  the  grant  of  land  which  we  desire,  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  will  go  as  far  as  the 
Sabine,  or  Texas  Fine.    And  if  it  ever  gets  that 
far,  just  as  sure  as  I  stand  here,  it  will  be  extended 
through  the  State  of  Texas.    In  relation  to  this 
route  through  Texas,  I  will  quote  from  Captain 
R.  B.  Mercy's  report  of  a  survey  of  theroate 
from  El  Paso  to  Rea  river,  in  which  he  says,  page 
234,  ''Our  road  passes   over   uniformly  levd 

*  ground,  crossing  no  mountains  or  deep  vaOeyt, 

*  and  for  five  hundred  miles  on  the  eastern  ex- 

*  tremity  runs  through  the  heart  of  a  country  pot- 
'sessing  great  natural  advantages.'*  "1  eon* 
ceive  it  to  be  the  best  overiand  wagon  route 
to  California."  Speaking  of  the  practicabitity 
of  a  railroad  along  that  line,  he  says,  (ptge 
226:)  '*  There  are  as  few  difficulties  to  encovter 
as  any  other  route  that  can  be  found  in  our  coun- 
try."   Page  224:  **  We  found  a  smooth  road  over 

*  gently  undulating  country  of  prairie  and  timber, 
'and    abounding   with    numerous   clear  spring 

*  branches  for  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  roanv 

*  places  covered  with  groves  of  musquito  timber.^ 
**  The  soil  cannot  be  surpassed  for  fertility."  Page 
226:  "  It  would  appear  to  have  been  designed  bj 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  universe  for  a  railroad. 
From  El  Paso  to  Red  river  is  about«even  hundred 
miles."— See  Ex.  Doe,  Sen.,  31jf  Cm«.,  UHm,, 
JVo.64. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  this  grant  is 
made  by  Congress,  that  the  road  will  becoBtinucd 
on  to  Ea  Paso. 

The  other  day  a  discussion  arose  in  referefaceto 
the  immense  expenditures  of  money  for  suppljrin^ 
ou  r  Army  upon  the  south  western  frontier.  Now  if 
this  road  is  made  we  will  transport  your  supplies 
to  the  Sabine  river  free  of  charge.  We  will  carry 
your  mails  through  at  the  loavest  possible  prices; 
and  instead  of  being  weeks  in  carrying  it  to  the 
Sabine  river,  as  is  now  the  case,  we  will  carry  it 
through  in  twelve  hours.  Then  i»  it  not  some- 
thing worth  looking  at,  when  we  see  these  supplies, 
which  have  cost  the  United  States  so  much  money, 
carried  free  of  cost?  General  Jesup  states  that 
the  opening  of  the  Red  river  alone  weuld  save 
j|45,000  a  year  in  supplying  the  fiAh  regiment  of 
infantry,  now  stationed  on  the  northern  frontier 
of  Texas.  Now,  if  we  will  put  down  all  yoor 
supplies  and  troops  upon  the  borders  of  Texas 
free  of  charge,  I  ask  wnatthe  United  States  would 
then  save?  Can  there  be  a  doubt  but  itwooM 
save  double  j^5,000  in  a  year  ?  I  venture  to  assert 
that  these  lands,  fK>m  Bayou  Chicot  to  the  Sahine, 
could  not  be  sold  now  for  $50,000  if  put  up  st 
auction,  unless  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  railroad 
through  them,  in  which  case  I  admit  they  wonkl 
become  valuable. 

There  is  another  subject  to  which  I  desire  briefly 
to  allude.    It  is  well  known  that  Congress  have 

Eassed  laws  in  relation  to  the  inspection  of  steam- 
oat  boilers;  and  for  what  reason  ?  Principally  to 
save  life.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact,  tnat  the 
danger  in  traveling  upon  a  raih*oad  is  much  less 
than  by  any  other  mode  of  traveling.  It  is  less 
even  than  traveling  by  private  carriaife.  If  I  ^<J* 
to  state  the  returns  of  the  railroads  in  New  England, 
and  in  England ,  you  wouM  hardly  beheve  me  when 
I  say  that  in  upwards  of  20,000,000  persons  who 
traveled  by  railroad,  less  than  200  were  killed,  and 
most  of  them  T>n  account  of  improper  cendodtof 
their  own.    la  New  England,  out  of  19,000,000 
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panengeraand  employes,  only  190  odd  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  less  than  one  half  of  them  were 
passengers. 

Now,  does  not  this  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  legislation  of  the  country  ?  If  we  have  a  right 
to  appoint  inspectors  to  inspect  steamboat  boilers, 
have  we  not  the  same  rigtit  to  contribute,  to  the 
means  of  lessening  the  dangers  of  traveling,  and 
making  it  a  hundredfold  less?  I  trust  that  this 
House  will  make  these  grants  of  land.  Yester- 
day the  subject  of  homesteads  waa  brought  up. 
If  that  is  thought  to  be  the  best  thin?  for  us  to  do, 
i  hope  this  House  will  adopt  it.  I  think  that  any 
mode  which  will  keep  these  lands  out  of  the  hands 
of  speculators,  is  a  judicious  and  proper  one  for 
this  Congress  to  adopt.  1  think  that  the  greatest 
curse  that  can .  befall  a  country  is  to  have  large 
bodies  of  land  come  into  the  hands  of  speculators. 
For  many  years  past  i  have  been  in  a  situation  to 
speculate  in  lands,  if  1  had  chosen  to  have  done 
so.  But  I  have  such  a  horror,  such  a  detestation 
for  that  tragic,  on  account  of  its  injurious  influence 
in  the  prosperity  of  a  country,  that  I  have  never 
bought  a  sragie  acre  of  land  for  speculation,  alone. 
It  is  because,  in  my  younger  days,  when  I  was 
poor,  and  strove  hard  for  a  living,  I  saw  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  course.  This  subject  ofgrant- 
ing  the  right  of  waj  and  making  grants  of  land 
for  raib^oads  has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed 
he»re,  and  so  much  more  ably  than  I  can  expect 
to  discuss  it,  that  I  will  say  nothing  more  upon 
the  subject,  but  I  will  merely  give  to  this  House 
some  little  experience  of  my  own .  Fifty-one  years 
ago  I  descended  the  Mississippi.  I  was  then 
young,  but  the  scenery  of  that  river,  as  it  then  ap- 
peared, is  most  vividly  imprinted  upon  my  mind. 
At  that  time  there  was  not  a  white  inhabitant  upon 
the  bank  of  that  river,  from  above  the  mouth  of 
tbe  Ohio  to  a  place  then  designated  as  Walnut 
Hills,  but  how  known  as  Vicksburg,  save  a  few 
at  New  Madrid  and  environs.  At  that  period  the 
now  great,  fertile,  and  flourishing  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi  contained  but  a  few  mousand  souls. 
Then  a  few  flat  and  keel-boats  transported  the 
whole  produce  of  that  valley  to  a  market.  In  1812 
the  first  steamboat  that  ever  plied  the  waters  of 
that  river,  hinded  at  the  Levee  of  New  Orleans.  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  be  there  and  see  it  land, 
and  to  be  one  of  the  first  passengers  upon  that  boat 
on  its  first  departure  from  the  wharf  of  New 
Orleans. 

Now  look  at  the  change  that  has  taken  place 
upon  those  waters.    In  the  place  of  one  solitary 
steamboat,  yon  have  thousands  of  floating  palaces 
stemming  the  current  of  that  mighty  stream  as  if 
it  were^y  magic.    Now  there  are  ten  millions  of 
soals  in  that  great  yaUey.    Now,  instead  of  a  com- 
merce which  required  only  a  few  flat-boats  to  ac- 
conamodate   it,  you    have    a    commerce  which 
amounts,  according  to  the  estimate  of  1651,  ot 
i220 ,000,000.    The  exports  of  domestic  products 
from « New  Orleans,  then  merely  nominal,  now 
amount  to  upwards  of  j|67,000,000  per  annum. 
And  all  this  mighty  change  has  been  brought  about 
by  American  industry  and  American  enterprise, 
aad  I  am  enabled  to  stand  here,  through  the  par- 
tiaJityjof  my  constituents,  and  say  that!  am  proud 
of  having  been  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  far  south- 
wesc^-proud  of  being  a  citizen  of  this  glorious 
Union .    Who  would  not  be  proud  ?    Ah,  1  hear  a 
still  voice  saying  that  there  are  a  few  who,  with 
8acri]e|nous  hand,  would  tare  down  this  fair  fabric. 
May  God  in  his  mercy  forg^ive  them — they  know 
not  what  they  do.    Well ,  if  in  my  short  life  I  have 
seen  all  these  changes,  and  brought  about  mostly 
by  the  effect  of  steam  applied  to  b^ts  by  the  inven- 
tioQ  of  the  great  Fulton,  what  may  we  not  expect 
to  see  in  the  next  fifty  years  by  these  railroads, 
when  brothers  and  sons  living  in  the  far  West  upon 
tbe  Pacific  ocean,  will  be  broujrht  together  as  neigh- 
bors !     I  haye  within  these  fihy  years  seen  all  of 
Louisiana  jpurohaMd,  and  now  that  purchase  con- 
tains four  States.    Since  that  time  Texas  has  been 
annexed  and  New  Mexico  and  California  have  been 
ac<]^nired.  When  these  railroads  shall  be  completed , 
which  are  now  proposed,  we  shall  haye  an  inter- 
communication from  the  eastern  shores  of  our  coun- 
ter upon  the  Atlantjlc  to  the  Pacific  on  the  west. 
Shall  we  not  make  some  small  grants  of  our  public 
domain  towards  the  accomplishment  of  so  great  an 
object?  I  hope  if  we  liye  a  few  years  longer  we  shall 
see  these  railroads  reaching  to  the  far  western  limits 
of  Texas,  and  the  day  may  come  possibly,  when 
those  nHio  are  now  hers  in  this  House*  when  in 


three  times  forty-eight  hours,  persons  can  go  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  Then  consider  the 
eflects  upon  this  great  nation  and  upon  this  great 
western  country. 

1  take  it  that  no  man  can  doubt  that  the  very 
instant  you  put  these  railroads  through  the  public 
lands,  you  make  every  inch  of  that  public  land 
three  fold  more  valuable  than  It  now  is.  I  know 
in  my  own  State,  along  the  roads  that  I  propose,  it 
will  have  the  elTect  to  make  the  public  lands  along 
them  ten  times  more  valuable. 

In  the  bill  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present, 
there  is  another  railroad,  whiclr  it  is  proper  for  me 
to  mention.  It  is  a  road  from  Vicksburg,  across 
the  country,  to  Shreeveport,  and  thence  to  Texas. 
I  will  only  say  to  the  House,  that  this  route  is  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  importance  for  a  survey  to 
have  been  ordered  by  Congress,  or  the  SenatCf 
and  that  a  survey  and  estimate  has  been  made  by 
W.  H.  Sidell,  civil  engineer.  He  has  made  an 
able  report  upon  it,  and  says  there  are  no  diflicul- 
ties  to  encounter  that  cannot  easily  be  surmounted. 
The  estimate  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  road  is  at 
the  rate  of  $15|000  per  mile.  I  will  say,  that  al- 
though the  whole  length  of  that  road  is  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  miles,  yet  this  grant  of  land  to- 
aid  in  its  construction  will  be  small  in  proportion 
to  its  length.  And  why  ?  Because  a  lar^e  portion 
of  it  will  go  through  lands  already  ceded  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  granted  before  the  change 
of  the  Government,  and  therefore  the  grant  by 
Congress  will  not  be  so  great  as  its  length  would 
suppose.    The  public  lands  along  this  route,  are 

Cnncipally  poor  land;  very  little  or  none  have 
een  sold  for  more  than  the  minimum  price,  a  doU 
lar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  except  upon  the  borders 
of  the  Red  river,  where  they  have  been  disposed 
of  long  ago.  I  estimate  that  the  grant  by  the  bill 
will  not  exceed  400,000  acres.  So  that  tne  whole 
grant  which  I  apply  for  to  this  Congress,  will  not 
amount  to  more  than,  as  near  as  I  con  now  estimate 
it,  from  630,000  to  650,000  acres  of  land.  And 
for  that  we  propose  to  carry  your  troops  gratui- 
tously, and  to  carry  your  mails,  and' to  give  every 
facility  to  the  Government,  which  will  make  these 
lands  ten  times  more  valuable  than  they  now  are. 
I  feel  that  I  can  contribute  nothing  further  to  aid 
this  question,  and  that  so  much  has  already  been 
said,  that  little  or  nothing  has  been  left  for  me  to 

Mr.  FICfeLIN.  This  subject  has  ab^dy  been 
so  ably  discussed  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me,  that  it  is  with  much  of  diffidence  and  distrust 
of  my  ability  to  interest  the  members  of  this  House, 
that  I  now  attempt  to  add  anything  to  what  has 
been  said.  When  I  hear  members  from  the  older 
States  complaining  that  the  grants  of  land  which 
have  been  and  are  likely  to  be  made  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, ore  extravagant;  when  I  hear  them  say 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  squan- 
dering the  public  domain;  and  when  I  hear  the 
representatives  of  thepeople  from  the  twelve  land 
States  and  from  the  Territories  characterized  and 
denounced  as  land  pirates  and  robbers,  it  causes 
me  to  reflect,  and  ask  if  it  is  possible  that  that 
judgment  to  which  we  have  all,  in  the  new  States, 
so  unanimously  come,  can  possibly  be  wrong — 
to  ask  myself  if  it  is  necessary  that  that  decision 
should  be  reviewed.  And  I  confess  that  the  more 
1  reflect  upon  the  subject,  the  more  I  examine  this 
land  question,  the  more  thoroughly,  and  the  more 
decidedly  am  I  convinced  that  the  course  and  policy 
of  this  Government  should  be  more  liberal  m  the 
future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past;  that  instead  of 
acting  in  a  parsimonious  manner,  instead  of  hold- 
ing in  the  miser's  gripe  the  1 ,400,000,000  of  acres 
of  land  which  belong  to  this  Government,  it  should 
be  dealt  out  liberally  wherever  a  donation  of  this 
land  con  be  made  to  subserve  the  public  interest.. 
Will  gentlemen  of  this  House  aaopt  the  selfish 
policy,  that,  because  these  lands  cannot  be  granted 
alike  to  the  new  and  old  States,  they  will  vote 
against  grants  to  the  new  States  because,  forsooth, 
they  may  locally  benefit  the  new  States  more  than 
they  do  the  old  ?    Assuredly  not. 

If  I  understand  the  reports  which'  have  been 
made  by  the  present  and  former  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Oflice,  the  amount  of  public  land  in  the 
twelve  land  States,  whose  names  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  repeat,  because  they  are  familiar  to 
every  member  upon  this  floor,  was  386,000,000  of 

\  acres,  within  a  fraction.    Of  that  386,000,000, in- 
cluding all  that  has  been  set  apart  for  common 

I  schooSi  all  that  has  bsen  granted  for  seminary 


purposes,  all  that  has  been  granted  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  less  than  one  sixteenth 
part  of  the  whole  public  domain  in  the  twelve  land 
States  has  been  donated  for  these  purposes  to  those 
States.  Is  that  liberal  ?  Is  it  extravagant?  Itdoes 
not  strike  me  in  that  light.  What  should  be  the 
policy  of  this  GK>vernment?  In  what  does  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  consist  ?  Does  it  consist  in 
holdin'g  hundreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  land  for 
the  deer  and  wolf  to  roam  over  ?  Is  it  not  rather, 
sir,  in  planting  upon  every  section  of  that  land  a 
tenant — a  man  who  is  able  to  till  and  cultivate  it, 
and  to  bring  it  into  that  use  for  which  nature's  God 
had  designed  it  ?  Of  what  avail  are  the  millions 
of  acres  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains 
to  any  person — when  does  their  value  commence  ? 
When  do  they  begin  to  be  useful  to  the  country 
and  its  people  ?  Not  until  there  is  placed  upon  it,  to 
subdue  its  wild  nature,  to  bring  it  to  cultivation, 
and  to  subject  it  to  the  arts  of  industry,  a  husband- 
man who  will  make  it  of  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rantoul,] 
who  has  taken  so  large,  enlightened,  and  liberal  a 
view  of  the  land  question.  I  think  it  was  proba- 
bly as  far  back  as  1838  that  Mr.  Calhoun; now  no 
more,  presented  his  projet  with  regard  to  the  final 
disposition  of  the  pubUc  domain.  It  was  then 
that  he  foresaw  that  the  present  land  system  would 
not  continue  fora  g^eat  number  of  years.  He  then 
foresaw  that  the  proprietorship  of  the  General 
Government  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  would  soon  cease — that  in  a  few  years,  or 
a  few  score  years,  it  would  depart  from  it.  With 
that  view  of'^the  system,  he  presented  a  plan  by 
which  the  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  the  States  in 
which  they  were  situated,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
those  States,  a  portion  of  the  proceeas  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Govemmem.  It 
has  been  intimated  also  to-day,  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  |Mr.  Raktoul,]  that 
in  a  series  of  years  this  must  be  the  result.  It  is 
certainly  so.  That  is  to  be  the  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  these  lands.  We  all  know  that  the  weight 
of  population  is  rapidly  passing  to  the  West.  We 
are  all  aware  of  the  rapid  growth  of  that  section 
of  the  Union,  and  those  of  us  who  live  there  feel 
that  the  new  States  are  not  placed  upon  a  footing 
with  the  old  States  in  regard  to  population.  And 
why,  it  is  asked,  are  we  not  placed  upon  a  footing 
with  the  old  States  ?  The  old  thirteen  States,  to- 
e;ether  with  those  added  since,  except  the  twelve 
land  States,  are  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  within 
their  limits.  '  They  possess  the  right  of  eminent 
domain.  The  power  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
thirteen  old  States,  to  which  may  be  added  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Vermont,  and  probably  others, 
to  tax  the  lands  within  their  limits  is  absolute  and 
unquestioned .  Is  that  the  case  with  the  new  States 
of  the  West  ?  Of  the  contrary  we  are  all  aware. 
We  all  know  that  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
lands  situated  in  the  new  States  are  subject  to  tax- 
ation. We  might  go  back  further,  and  inquire 
why  this  distinction  has  been  made.  We  might 
inquire  hqw  the  title  to  these  lands  was  origintdly 
acquired.  Those  granted  by  Virginia  and  Georgia 
were  lands  originally  bdonging  to  the  British 
Crown,  and.acquirea  as  the  consequence  of  the 
Revolution;  and  they  were  claimed  by  the  States 
within  whose  limits  they  fell.  In  consequence  of 
difficulties  springing  up  in  rc^rard  to  the  title,  these 
lands  were  ceded  to  the  Federal  Government. 
Nothing  was  paid  originally  in  dollars  and  cents 
by  the  General  Gk)vernment  to  any  one  of  these 
States  for  these  lands. 

The  new  States  coming  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  old  States,  each  one  of  them 
would  have  obtained  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
to  the  lands  situated  within  their  limits.  They 
would  have  had  that  right  but  for  the  provision 
which  was  contained  in  the  ordinance  of^  1787,  re- 
stricting and  limiting  the  new  States  in  that  respect. 
That  was  an  act  of  might,  I  contend,  against  right; 
because  I  hold  whenever  a  State  comes  into  this 
Union,  it  should  be  with  all  the  rights,  privil^esv 
and  immunities  of  the  old  States.  With  the  West- 
em  States,  however,  it  is  not  so.  They  came  in 
under  certain  restrictions.  That  limitation  was 
extended  to  the  acts  of  admission  By  which  Ohio, 
and  other  Northwestern  and  Southwestern  States 
have  come  into  the  Union.  This  provision  having 
been  ingrajfled  upon  the  ordinance  of  1787 — these 
conditions  were  imposed  upon  the  new  States  when 
they  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  when  they  wer» 
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not  able  to  assert  and  maintain  their  own  rights; it 
should  not  be  thouglit  hard  and  strange  t)»at  when 
tkey  ]mve  the  power  to  maintain  them  that  they 
should  exercise  it.  I  tell  the  gentlemen  who  proph- 
ecy that  the  new  States  will  own  the  lands  within 
their  limits,  that  he  most  probably  will  live  to  see 
the  fulfillment  of  his  prophecy.  I  have  not  made 
the  calculation,  nor  is  it  necessary  that  I  should  do 
so,  as  to  the  precise  amount  which  a  tax  of  a  half 
cent  per  acre  would  have  yielded  since  they  liave 
been  owned  by  the  Government,  vet,  suffice  it  to 
say,  that  there  would  h«iTe  been  furnished  a  sum 
of  money  greater  than  that  is  asked  for  any  rail- 
road improvement.  It  would  cover  everythm^  in 
connection  with  the  alternate  sections — placing 
them  at  $1  25  per  acre.  We  are  told,  in  granting 
these  lands,  that  they  are  all  to  be  estimated  at 
$1  25  per  acre — that  m  granting  1,000,000  of  acres 
yoii  grant  $1,250,000.  That  has  been  the  estimate 
of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  Is  that  correct? 
The  way  to  ascertain  if  it  is  correct  is,  to  turn  to 
their  own  States,  and  see  if  it  applies  there.  The 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Wat- 
kins,]  who  addressed  the  House  upon  yesterday, 
gave  us  data  which  I  was  very  glad  to  near  from 
him.  He  gave  us  information  in  regard  to  the 
grants  made  to  his  State.  I  will  say  to  him,  that 
many  of  his  views  developed  in  the  portion  of  the 
speech  to  which  1  have  reference — ^for  the  provision 
of  a  homestead  for  the  actual  settler,  met  with  my 
hearty  approval.  Members,  by  looking  to  their 
own  States,  will  see  that  the  estimatien  or  all  lands 
at^l  25  per  acre,  is  a  fallacious  calculation.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  State  of  Tennessee.  North  Car- 
olina, in  17^,  made  a  most  munificent  grant  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee — of  lands  within  ner  limits, 
subject,  however,  to  the  satisfaction  of  North  Car- 
olina military  land  warrants. 

It  turns  out,  as  I  understand  it,  that  not  one  cent 
was  ever  realized  by  Uie  General  Government  out 
of  that  grant;  and  what  was  not  taken  to  satisfy 
North  Carolina  military  land  warrants,  was  of- 
fered for  sale  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre 
from  year  to  year,  and  would  not  bring  that  sum 
even  at  the  present  time.  Afterwards,  in  1846,  land 
was  grantea  free  of  chaige  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  1  understand  that  even  now  any  person  may 
obtain  a  title  to  a  tract  of  these  lands  transferred 
to  him,  by  paying  the  clerk  of  the  county  in 
which  they  lie  his  fees,  (seventy -five  cents,)  for  his 
services  in  preparing  the  papers.  A  portion  of 
these  lands  are  oestowed  upon  settlers  free  of  all 
charge,  except  the  fee  of  seventy-five  cenu.to  the 
officer,  and  yet,  when  we  come  to  talk  about  the 
new  States  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
and  others  of  the  new  States  and  Territories,  every 
acre  of  hind  granted  by  the  Geneml  Government 
is  set  down  at.  Al  25  an  acre.  I  repeat,  there  is 
not  a  State  in  this  Union,  and  never  has  been  at 
any  time,  when  the  >vild  lands  would  be  worth, 
taken  together,  $1  25  per  acre.  How  is  it  with 
Illinois?  I  believe  it  is  not  denied,  that  Illinois 
has  the  largest  proportion  of  agricultural  lands  of 
any  State  in  the  Union.  She  does  not  compete 
with  her  sister  State  Missouri,  in  the  variety  and 
abundance  of  ores,  but  in  respect  of  her  farming 
land,  her  fertile  and  productive  soil,  not  one  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  can  compare  with  the 
State  of  Illinois.  Is  the  land  in  that  State 
worth  a  dollar  cmd  a  quarter?  Not  so.  I  doubt 
whether,  upon  an  average,  it  is  worth  fifty  cents 
an  acre.  We  have  prairies  there  that  would  as- 
tonish a  man  who  had  been  raised  in  a  timbered 
country,  and  used  to  clearing  his  farm  b^  cutting 
down  iaij:e  trees,  rolling  logs  in  the  spring,  and 
getting  oft  dead  timber  from  his  fields.  We  have 
very  large  prairies  there,  extending  one  hundred 
ana  fifty  to  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  inter- 
spersed, to  be  sure,  witli  timber.  You  may  travel 
from  Chicago,  upon  the  lake,  south,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  through  a  prairie  country,  and 
it  is  one  vast  body  of  land,  and  for  richness  and 
fertility  of  soil,  is  not  to  be  surpassed  upon  this 
continent.  The  prairies  in  this  section  are  some 
of  them  fifteen,  twei»ty,  and  thirty  miles  in  width. 
How  long,  in  the  course  of  ordinary  settlement, 
will  it  be  oefore  these  lands  are  sold  at  $1  25  per 
acre,  without  extraneous  aid.  I  venture  to  say, 
that  they  would  not  be  settled  within  one  hundred 
years. 

The  last  Congress  granted  to  Illinois,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  alternate  sections  of  land  for 
the  construction  of  the  Mobile  and  Chicago  Rail* 
road.    That  roud  passes  through  this  praine  coun- 


try, and  will  run  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles,  and  in 
some  places  much  greater  distances,  without  hav- 
ing any  considerable  elevation  or  depression  to 
overcome,  and  across  tlie  most  beautiful  country 
for  a  railroad  that  can  be  found  in  the  Union. 
The  passing  of  that  railroad  from  north  to  south, 
will  bring  into  market  those  lands  which  would 
not  be  sold  for  a -century  to  come,  and  gives  to 
this  Government  ^  50  per  acre  for  land  which 
could  not  be  sold  for  fifty  cents  per  acre  without 
the  road.  That  is  the  effect  which  that  railroad 
will  bring  about.  That  railroad  will  be  made,  and 
it  will  enable  the  people  of  the  North,  and  of  the 
Northwest,  to  exchange  the  products  of  that  coun- 
try for  tlie  products  of  the  Southwest.  It  will 
enable  the  people  of  Illinois,  in  other  words,  to 
exchange  corn,  beef,  and  pork,  with  the  people  of 
the  Southern  States  for  their  cotton,  rice,  and 
sugar. 

Now,  I  will  say  a  word  in  rejgard  to  my  friends 
from  Ohio.  I  find  from  indications  heretofore 
made  upon  tliis  floor,  that  some  of  our  friends  in 
that  State  intend  to  vote  against  these  Missouri 
and  Iowa  roads.  I  am  astonished  to  find  that  any 
representative  from  the  State  of  Ohio  would  for  a 
moment  entertain  the  proposition  of  voting  Hgainst 
these  projects.  These  bills,  as  far  as  I  have  ex- 
amined them,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of  the 
geography  of  tlie  country,  are  well  conceived,  and 
le  roads  are  iudiciously  located.  They  are  roads 
pointing  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  and  which, 
therefore,  connect  themselves  in  an  eminent  d^ree 
with  the  interests  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  MEACHAM  (here  interrupting)  made  an 
inauiry,  which  was  inaudible  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  (resuming.)  I  was  remarking, 
that  I  was  astonished  that  any  one  from  the  State 
of  Ohio  should  think  of  voting  gainst  either  the 
Missouri  or  Iowa  railroad  bill.  The  eastern  con* 
nection  of  these  roads  roust  pass,  of  necessity, 
through  the  State  of  Ohio. 
•Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  If  the  genUe- 
man  from  Illinois  will  give  way,  I  will  move  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

fCries  of  ••  No !  No!  Nol'»] 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  There  seems  to  be  a  general 
disposition  that  I  should  go  on  with  my  remarks, 
ana  it  accords  with  my  own  feelings  to  do  so.  1 
was  about  to  remark,  in  regard  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  that  she  has  had  for  internal  improvements 
some  lands,  but  not  to  a  very  great' extent,  con- 
sidering the  wealth  and  character  of  the  ^tate. 
She  has,  however,  had  a  considerable  amount. 
The  feeling^s  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  it  seems  to  me, 
ipust  be  coincident  with  the  feehngs  of  the  people 
of  Illinois.  I  would  as  soon  have  expected  to 
have  found  my  friends  around  me  from  Indiana 
opposing  this  road,  as  my  friends  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  1  wish  the  genUe- 
man  would  particularize,  v 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Two  gentlemen  [Mr.  Swret- 
SER  and  Mr.  Cartter]  have  already  indicated 
their  opposition  by  speeches  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  STANTON.    I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    I  am  glad  to  learn  this  fact. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  do  not  like  to  be  considered 
among  those  who  .are  said  to  be  opposed  to  these 
grants  for  internal  improvements  in  the  Western 
States,  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  |^Mr.  Ficklin,]  to 
make  one  statement,  which  I  thmk  is  due  to  Ohio, 
which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  It  is 
frequently  mentioned  in  debate,  that  Ohio  has  had 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  public  lands  granted  to 
her  for  internal  improvements  than  any  other 
Western  State.  This  is  not  so.  I  underatand  that 
Illinois  has  had  a  grant  of  about  2,000,000  for  in- 
ternal improvements;  and  I  had  much  pleasure  in 
voting  for  it.  Indiana  has  had  more  than  Olijo.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  state  to  the  gentleman  that 
I  am  ready  to  vote  for  these  appropriations  to  aid 
Missouri  in  her  internal  improvements.  I  only 
wish  the  policy  of  the  majority  of  this  Hotise 
would  so  modify  the  present  bill  as  to  allow  a 

grant  to  the  railroad  from  the  western  portion  of 
le  country,  through  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  to  connect  with  the  great  internal  im- 
provements of  the  State  of  Maryland,  by  which 
we  might  have  a  great  national  work,  from  the 
western  limits  of  the  United  States  to  the  east, 
worthy  of  the  nation.  Such  a  work  shall  have 
my  hearty  approval.    . 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  thank  my  friend  for  his  ex- 
pression of  interest  in  this  matter,  and  am  giod  tD 


find  that  he  is  ri^ht.  I  hope  he  will  obtain  the 
floor  before  the  discussion  is  through,  and  give  us 
the  benefit  of  his  eloquence. 

Mr.  CARTTER,  (interrupting.}  If  Uic  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  is  onxiouB  to  nnd  a  member 
from  Ohio  who  will  oppose  this  system  of  q>pro- 
priation,  perhaps  I  can  accommooate  him. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Oh  no.  I  know  a  couple 
already,  and  that  is  sufficient  for  me.  I  have  no 
wish  to  wake  up  any  more  of  them. 

The  State  of  Ohio  is  a  star  of  the  first  magai^ 
tude— one  of  the  first  States  in  this  Union.  Her 
internal  improvements  are  progresainc  with  a 
steadiness  and  rapidity  which  do  ner  credit.  I  do 
not  place  her  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  ground 
that  she  has  received  large  grants  of  land  from  the 
Government,  but  upon  the  ground  that  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the  bill  are  right,  and  that  Ohio,  Peon- 
sylvauia,  Maryland,  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
and  most  of  the  New  England  States,  are  diActly 
interested  in  it,  and  cannot  oppose  the  bill  without 
voting  against  their  own  interests.  That  is  the 
ground  upon  wliich  I  expect  their  votes.  Now, 
when  1  see  Massachusetts  extending  her  roada 
west,  in  order  to  invite  tlie  trade  from  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi;  when  I  se^  New  York 
extending  her  railroaas  to  Bufllalo  and  Dunkirk, 
and  enlarging  her  canals  for  the  purpose  of  gettiug 
a  share  of  that  trade;  when  I  see  the  struggles  that 
were  made  by  Pennsylvania  in  1846- *7  to  extend 
her  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  and  wbeo 
I  see  the  efforts  that  are  bein^  made  by  Maryland 
and  Virginia  to  reacli  the  Ohio  river  at  Wheeling 
and  Parkersburg,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a 
blending  of  interests  between  these  Atlantic  States 
aiid  the  Mississippi  valley  which  must  ultiinately 
give  us  their  votes  for  these  railroad  bills. 

Now,  how  is  it  in  regard  to  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana? Any  gentleman  who  will  take  up  the  his- 
tory of  that  State  for  the  last  few  years,  will  find 
what  gigantic  efforts  she  has  made  in  laudable  and 

Sraiseworthy  improvements.     They  will  find  thai 
ve  or  six  railroads,  which  are  now  in  active  oper- 
ation, concentrate. in  her  capital. 

My  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tatlok]  seems  to 
think  that  the  railroad  connection  between  this  and 
the  Wabash  valley  will  not  be  complete.  He  can- 
not be  aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  raihx>ad  from 
Madison  by  Indianapolis  to  Terre  Haute,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  is  now  completed,  and  that  tb« 
portion  firat  completed,  from  Madison  to  Indian- 
apolis, has  been  doing  a  very  heavy  business  and 
yielding  very  fair  profits.  Before  the  frosts  of 
another  winter  shall  have  visited  us,  the  raikoad 
connection  between  Boston  ,*New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Baltimore  on  the  east,  and  Terre  Haute 
on  the  Wabash,  will  be  completed,  if  not  by  dhect 
lines,  sufficiently  so  for  all  commercial  purpoatf- 
The  honorable  members  from  OhiO'  on  this  floor 
could  not,  if  they  would,  resist  those  enieroriitf 
which  are  being  carried  on  by  the  eneigy  of  that 
own  State,  and  of  the  neighooring  and  adjacent 
States. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  no  sectional  question.  Thj 
bills  reported  to  this  House  asking  erants  of  la/td 
for  the  States  of  Iowa,  Missoun,  Arkanaas,  Al- 
abama, Louisiana,  and  Miasisaippi,  ^^^^.'^ 
well  considered,  and  the  roads  therein  mentioned 
connect  themselves  with  vast  and  great  inter*^ 
in  this  country.    You  start  by  railroad  from  tw 
city  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  passing 
through  Augusta  and  Atlanta,  in  Georgia,  » 
Chattanooga,  in  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  the  main 
trunk  continuing  on  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  ana 
a  branch  extendinjg  to  Memphis,  on  the  Mim»" 
sippi  river.  There  is  to  be,  and  must  be,  a  coJW»c- 
tion  between  Charleston,  in  South  CaroHna,  and 
Louisville,  in  Kentucky;  between  Charleston  an« 
Memphis,  and  between  the  remotest  p^nta  w» 
New  England  and  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mwb"' 
sippi,  by  Boston,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Chicsgo^ 
Cleaveland.    There  is,  then,  a  unity  of  "*^*^ 
in  regard  to  these  works  that  must  command  iw 
support  of  our  friends  in  the  East,  and  of  our 
friends  in  the  South.  ^__ 

Sir,  it  was  weU  said  by  the  gentleman  frm 
Massachusetts — much  better  said  than  I  can  t^ 
it— that  the  opening  up  of  these  great  ">oro«ga- 
fares  enables  the  people  of  the  We8t-«n  agrKJUi- 

tural  people,  to  have  their  produce  t**"^"^^  j^ 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  either  for  consumptioB  uiwr 

or  for  further  transportation  to  European  o"*'"^ 
It  enables  the  people  of  the  South  to  P"7"Iy^ 
sugar  and  cotton  planting,  i^gardlesi  «  """  ^ 
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proTisiottB;  because  Uiey  cftn  be  ftirniahed  with  all 
tbe  proviaioDs  tbey  ne«i  at  cheaper  rates,  from 
the  grain-growing  States  of  the  West. 

Com  usuially  ^Is  upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
I  beliere,  at  from  sixty  cents  to  one  dolUir  per 
bushel.  It  frequently  sells  in  my  district,  in  tlie 
State  of  Illinois,  at  ten  cents  per  bushel.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  bushels  of  corn  are  raised 
tiiere,  and  used  in  itaJMeeding  cattle  in  winter, 
which,  in  ^e  sprinr,  are  driven  to  the  Boston, 
^ew  Vork,  and  Phimdelphia  markets.  What  you 
want,  then,  gentlemen,  is  cheap  transportation. 
As  you  cheapen  transportation,  you  give  to  the 
consumer  the  food  necessary  to  sustain  liim  at  a 
k>wer  rate  than  he  can  otherwise  get  it.  It  is 
cheaper  to  send  produce  a  thousand  miles  by  rail- 
road than  to  send  it  a  hundred  miles  on  wheiels  by 
horae-power. 

Let  It  be  understood  that  I  do  not  advocate  this 
bill  upon  the  ground  that  the  State  of  Missouri 
has  not  receiveid  quite  as  much  as  another  State. 
But  I  place  it  upon  the  broad  ground  that  these 
roada  are  for  the  benefit  of  all;  that  the  granting 
of  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  does  not 
cost  anythinjg  to  the  General  Government,  because 
the  reservea  sections — ^the  price  of  which  is  in- 
creased to  j^  50  per  acre — will  yield  as  much 
inouey,  and  in  less  time,  than  the  whole  would  if 
the  improvements  were  not  made. 

Geatlenien  from  New  York  are  more  familiar 
%irith  thia  subject  than  I  am,  but  statistics  which  I 
k)ave  seen  convince  me  that  much  of  that  portion 
of  New  York  lying  between  Buffalo  and  Dunkirk, 
on  Lake  £rie,  ana  Albany,  would  have  been  still 
a  wild  country  but  for  the  canals  and  railroads 
that  have  been  run  through  it.  As  soon  as  those 
railroads  and  eanaU  were  in  successful  operation, 
lands  weot  up  at  once  to  a  higher  price. 

1  have  spoken  of  the  immense  value  of  the  open- 
11^  of  these  great  thoroughfares  to  the  States  of 
.fifiiasachusetts,  New  York,  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Ohio.    Let  not  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Meacham]  suppose  that  there  is 
one  link  in  this-great  chain  from  the  Green  Moun- 
tains to  St.  Joseph,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  that 
will  be  wanting.    The  energies  of  the  American 
people  are  alive  to  this  question.   If  this  connection 
u  not  made  by  public  lands,  it  will  be  made  out  of 
tfaeprivate  purses  of  capitalists.  This  undertaking 
will  be  completed.    There  is  no  doubt  of  that. 
And  the  only  question  now  is,  will  gentlemen  from 
the  old  States,  who  have  a  faint  hope  that  by  hold- 
ing back  they  can  advance  the  tariff  interest,  or 
that  they  may  possibly  get  a  portion  of  these  lands 
for  the  old  thirteen  States,  gain  anything  by  so 
doing  .^    It  is  not  probable  that  any  portion  of 
those  lands  will  ever  be  granted  to  the  dd  thirteen 
States.    The  new  States  will  never  submit  to  it — 
the  measure  would  be  fraught  with  much  evil  and 
no  good. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Are  we  to  understand  the 
gentleman,  that  whether  or  not  gentlemen  from 
the  EUisteni  States  support  these  measures,  tiiey 
will  ^  neither  the  advantages  of  a  tariff  nor  any 
portion  of  Uie  public  lands  ? 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
will  candidly  say  to  the  gentleman  that  I  cannot 
Toie  for  his  tariff. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  no  tariff.  But  I 
heard  the  gentleman  talkin"^  some  time  since  about 
catting  down  trees  and  rolling  logs,  and  I  want  to 
know  who  it  is  who  has  be^  log-rolling  in  con- 
nection with  this  measure. 

Mr.  PICKLIN.    I  must  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  cannot  join  him  in  log-rolling. 
Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  do  not  ask  it. 
Mr.  LETCH  ER.    I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  a  question.    I  come  from  one 
of  those  old -States,  and  1  should  like  to  understand 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  says 
that  these  lands  should  be  dedicated  to  a  system 
of  internal  improvements,  wo^  be  willing  to 
vote  (he  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  or  the 
Centrsl  Railroad  of  my  State,  a  portion  of  these 
binds,  if  this  general  system  prevails? 

Mr.  FICKLlN.  I  answer  the  gentleman  by 
myiatf:,  that  wepropose  to  grant  alternate  sections 
along  the  line  or  the  roads  named  in  this  bill,  and 
I  woold  be  willing  to  grant  ahemate  sections  along 
the  line  of  tlie  roads  which  the  gentleman  has 
meitiooed. 

Mr.  LETCHER.    We  have  no  ahemate  sec- 
tiona  of  public  lands  alen^  the  line  of  the  road. 
Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.    I  want  to  adc  the 
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Sestlemau  if  he  proposes  to  bring  the  lands  into 
lie  State  of  Virginia  .^   • 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  It  is  about  as  probable  that 
these  lands  will  be  transferred  from  the  new  Slates 
and  placed,  section  by  section,  along  the  lines  of 
the  roads  in  the  old  States,  as  to  suppose  that 
they  will  be  ceded  to  them.  It  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  bad  enough  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  be  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  in  the  new 
States;  but  they  would  not  for  a  moment  tolerate 
the  idea  of  a  sister  Stale  exercising  similar  pow- 
ers. 

I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Letcher,]  that[ the  old  States  once  owned  these 
lands,  and  gave  them  up;  and  now  I  ask,  does  it 
come  with  u  good  grace  from  them  to  ask  them 
back  again  ?     

Mr.  A  VERETT.  I  ask  whether  Virginia  ever 
^ve  up  her  interest  in  these  lands  as  one  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  She  has  ceded  them  away 
once,  and  now  it  would  look  childish  for  her  to 
come  here  and  ask  them  back  arain. 

Mr.  AVERETT*.  She  has  ceded  Uiem  to  the 
United  States,  but  she  has  not  ceded  her  right  to 
them  as  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  PICKLIN.    The  deed  of  cession  of  Vir- 

finia  conveyed  to  the  General  Government  all  of 
er  ri^ht  to  the  Northwest  territory,  and  all  ques- 
tions in  re«jard  to  them  are,  of  necessity,  between 
the  General  Government  and  the  States  in  which 
the  lands  are  located.  How  lon§[  it  may  be  be- 
fore these  twelve  land  States,  with  California, 
assert  and  maintain  their  right  to  these  lands,  re- 
mains to  be  seen.  It  will  not  probably  be  long.  I 
will  not  detain  Utc  House  longer. 

Mr.  ORR  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  ROBBINS,  on  whose  motion  the  House 
adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
Tbe  foUowing  memoriala.  petitions,  tie.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  conunittees : 

By  Mr.  PABKER,  of  Indiana :  The  petition  Of  George 
Catlin,  tiiat  his  Amerfcao  Indian  Collection  of  Portraibi, 
Dresses,  Weapons,  Omaoieobi,  fcc.,  i>e  purchattd  by  tbe 
OoTemineat.  and  thus  secured  to  the  American  people. 

By  Mr.  BRENTON :  The  petition  of  James  B.  Collins, 
an  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Indi- 
ana, prayifur  additional  compensation. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
Thomas  Rees  and  19  others,  eitiseusof  Blair  eountv,  Penn- 

Slvania.  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  Africultural 
ureau  by  Congress. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  W.  L.  Africa  and  19otheri,citisens 
of  Blair  eounty,  Pennsylvania,  of  like  tenor  and  import* 

By  Mr.  ANDREWS :  The  |>etition  of  Samuel  L.  Davis 
and  others,  for  the  erection  of  a  lighi-house  at  Tenant's 
Harbor,  St.  George,  Maine. 

Also,  one  of  Lucy  B.  Roberta,  tbr  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  BUELL :  Three  remonstrances,  with  3S0  signa- 
tures, from  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  against  the  re- 
newal of  the  Wood  worth  patent. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  tbe  Mississippi  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Com- 
paoy,  praying  a  grant  of  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  the  State  line,  opposite  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  to 
ininoistown,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  city  of 
St.  Louis. 

Also,  tbe  memorial  of  John  Cowgill.  Elisha  Cowgill, 
William  Albin,  and  Andrew  Johnston,  orilie  State  of  Indi- 
ana, praying  additional  oompciii»ation  for  their  services  as 
assistant  marshals  in  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  KURTZ  :  The  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
citizens  of  York  comity,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress 
to  enact  such  laws  as  will  more  elTectually  preserve  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  than  those  at  present  in  oxistcnee. 

By  Mr.  FITCH  :  The  peliuon  of  J.  F.  Stokes,  a.«si<<tant 
marshal  of  Pulaski  county,  Indiana,  asking  additional  com- 
pensation for  services  in  taking  tbe  census. 

By  Mr.  LANE :  Tbe  petition  of  Edward  Jones  and  others, 
citizens  of  San  Francisco,  pra>'ing  appropriations  for  the 
survey  of  tbe  mouth  of  the  Umpqua  river,  and  for  llic  erec- 
tion of  a  light-house,  and  (br  otner  purposes. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Oregon, 
pricing  an  appropriation  (br  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  Tarn  Hill  river,  is  said  Territory. 

Also,  tbe  memorial  of  tbe  Legislative  Assembly  of  Ore- 
gon, (br  the  improvement  of  the  Willamette  river. 

Also,  the  petition  of  E.  M.  Walker  and  70  othem,  for  a 
road  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Willamette  river,  in  Or^n. 

Also,  tbe  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  ofOre- 
lon,  praying  (br  sundrv  amendments  to  tbe  donation  land 
law  of  said  Territory,  ace 

Also,  the  petition  of  citixens  of  Oregon,  praytag  the  our- 
chase  and  survey  of  a  portion  of  the  country  east  of  the 
Cas<»de  range. 

Also,  the  petitlOD  of  cititens  of  Oregon,  (br  amendment 
of  land  laws,  &c. 

By  Mr.  DOTY  :  The  petitioo  of  Daniel  W.  Hubbard,  for 
pay  fur  carrying  the  mail  from  Green  Bay  to  Copper  Ilar- 
bor. 

Also,  a  petition  ft>r  a  mall  route  from  Ripon,  bv  Sacra- 
mento, Poysipi,  Little  River,  and  Weyanwpya^  to  Mukwa, 
in  Wisconsin. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  Ch^>in  M.  Setey,  L.  Leaeb,  and 


otlier  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  asking  that  land  warrants  may 
be  made  antii^able. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Owen  Salisbury,  Thomas  Fallon, 
and  others,  citizens  of  Dakota,  for  a  post  route  from  Madi- 
son to  Waupaka  Falls,  by  MonteUo,  Dakou,  and  Wauto- 
ma. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  M.  Dart  and  otliers,  (br  the  same 
route.  « 

Also,  the  petition  of  Edward  Smith,  B.  C.  Jnnes.  and 
other  citizens  of  Neenoh,  for  arrant  of  laud  to  aid  the  Rock 
River  Valley  Union  Railroad  Company  in  the  constniction 
of  tlieir  mad. 

By  Mr.  H.\WS:  Tbe  memorial  of  Obadiah  Newcomb 
■lid  others,  assistant  marshals  (br  taking  the  census  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  asking  for  an  increase  of  compcnsatiou. 

By  Mr.  KDGERTON  :  The  mcmoQal  of  the  assistant 
marHbal  gf  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  for  additional  compen- 
sation for  taking  tbe  census. 

By  Mr.  BOYD,  of  Now  York :  The  remonstrance  of  87 
citizens  of  Washington,  New  York,  against  the  furtlierer> 
tension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  suntlry  inhabitants  of  Warren  coun- 
0',  New  York,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  molt  route 
(rom  the  town  of  Fort  Ann,  county  of  Washington,  New 
York,  to  French  Mountain  post  office.  Warren  counQr,  New 
York,  a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR :  The  petition  of  Henry  Jacobs  and 
others,  of  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  tbe 
surviving  officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  the 
widow  and  children  of  those  deceased  wfaobSve  served  in 
Uie  war  of  1812,  praying  Congress  to  modify  the  bounty 
land  act  of  September  S8, 1850,  so  as  to  give  to  each  of  Uie 
persons  intended  to  be  benefited  by  said  act  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania:  Tlie  petition  of 
citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
againta  tiic  extension  of  the  patent  of  Parker's  >vatcr- 
wheel. 

Also,  a  memorial  by  a  large  number  t>f  tbe  citizens  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  protesting  against  tbe  re- 
newal of  the  patent  of  Parker's  water-wheel. 

Also,  two  memorials  by  a  larae  number  of  journeymen 
cigar-makere  of  Hanover  and  York,  York  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, stating  that  under  the  present  tarilT  (breign  cigara 
are  largely  imported  into  this  country,  greatly  to  (bo  in^ry 
oftlic  petitioners  and  other  citizens,  and  praying  tliat  the 
tariff  mav  be  so  modified  as  to  protect  tiiem  from  (breign 
compctittou. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  late  quarteriy  meeting  of  tbe  Re- 
ligious Society  of  Friends,  stating  that  the  fugitive  slave 
law  is  immoral  and  ui^ust.  and  praying  (br  its  repeal. 

By  Mr.  GAYLORD :  The  petition  of  Daniel  Kinney  and 
97  other  citizens  of  Washinfton  county,  Ohio,  asking  a 
donation  of  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  for  tlie  benefit  of 
education  in  tlie  Independent  School  Association  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Wesley.  i 

Also,  Uie  petiUon  of  Milton  SmiUi  and  S5  other  clUzeus 
of  Washington  county.  Ohio,  on  ym  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  ALI.EN,  of  Illinois:  Two  petiUons,  of  John 
T.  JoncM  and  others,  and  Thomas  Boswell  and  other  ciU- 
zens  of  Gallatin  county,  Illinois,  for  right  of  way  mid  dona- 
tion of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Shawneetown  to  a  point  opposite  St.  Louis. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  memorial  of  Jolin  M.  Hill  and  John 
Field,  of  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  asking  additional  com- 
pensation as  assistant  marshals  in  taking  Uic  census. 


FaiDAT,  Februarf  30, 1852. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Littleton  P.  Morgan. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  order  of  Uie  Senate,  assigning  Friday 
of  each  week  to  the  consideration  of  private  bUls,  be  sus- 
pended until  one  o'clock  this  day. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered f  That  one  thousand  of  the  additional  copies  of 
the  raport  oftbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  flnancsK, 
heretofore  ordered  to  be  fniutcd,  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  memorial  of  Da- 
vid Hull,  prajrin^  tne  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
to  review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  settlement  of  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  ajg;ainst  Mexico;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  four  memorials  of  assist- 
ant mnrslials  for  taking  the  Serenth  Censtis  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  ot* 
citizens  of  Iowa,  and  tlie  proceeding  of  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  Salem,  in  that  State,  in  (avor  of  do- 
nations of  land  to  the  Dubuque  and  Keokuck,  and 
Davenport  and  Council  Bluffs  Railroads;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza  Ann 
Ellison,  only  cnild  and  heir  of  David  Lund,  pray- 
ing a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  father  in  the 
last  war  with  Gkcat  Britain;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
,  Also,  a  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Rutland 
cbuntv,  Vermont,  against  the  further  extension  of 
Wooaworth*s  patent;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Coimnittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  i>f  citizens 
of  New  Jei-sey,  praying  that  the  introduction  of 
foreign  convicts,  felons,  and  paupers,  into  this 


602 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  20, 


country  may  be  prohibited  by  law;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Waierbury,  Connecticut,   praying  the  coiistruc- 
'  tion  of  a  ship  canal  around  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie; 
whidi  wns  ordeted  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  a  petition  of  journey- 
men cigar  makers  of  Providence,  Rhode  Islands 
prayinff  an  increase  of  the  d'uties  on  cigars;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  tlie  memorial  of  Cap- 
tain L.  McLaws,  of  the  United  ^tates  Army, 
praying  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  a  lieu- 
tenant and  that  of  a  captain  in  the  staff,  the  duty 
of  wliich  he  performed;  and  the  same  additional 
compensation  for  the  time  he  served  in  New  Mex- 
ico as  was  allowed  to  officers  in  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia during  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Jefierson,  Indiana, 
communicating  information  in  relation  to  the  Lou- 
isville and  Portland  Canal;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  memorial  of  under- 
writers of  New  Orleans,  praying  the  enactment  of 
a  faw  to  prevent  needless  detentions  and  expenses 
in  proceeding's  in  admiralty;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  passed  mid- 
shipmen in  the  Navy,  praying  that  a  separate  grade 
may  be  established  by  law,  with  an  increase  of 
pay  for  that  class  of  officers;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Henry  Grinnell  and  others, 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  that  another  expe- 
dition may  be  fitted  out  to  search  for  Sir  John 
Franklin;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  memorial  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Somerset  county,  Mainje,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Also,  sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  im- 
positions practiced  upon  passen^rs  by  steamers 
to  California;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  communication 
from  citizens  of  Brunswick,  Maine,  complaining 
of  the  treatment  received  by  passengers  going  to 
and  from  California;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Michij^n,  praying  a  ^rant  of  land  to  the 
State,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 
and  Ottawa  Railroad ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

WHEELING  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
thirty-six  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, stating  that  the  Wheeling  bridge,  in  their 
opinion,  is  not  such  an  obstruction  to  navigation 
«s  to  make  it  a  nuisance,  and  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  protect  it.  I  have  no  doubt  that  similar 
morements  will  be  made  in  portions  of  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania,  Virgima,  and  perhaps  Ohio, 
calling  upon  Congress  to  protect  this  bridge,  by 
making  it  a  mail  route,  as,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  might  be  done.  This 
is  one  of  the  gravest  and  most  important  commer- 
cial questions  that  has  ever  been  raised  by  the  de- 
cison  of  that  or  any  other  court,  for  it  involves 
nothing  less  than  a  question  as  between  the  rights 
of  those  who  prosecute  commerce  over  navigable 
streams  by  briages  and  railroads,  and  those  who 
prosecute  it  along  the  water  line  in  boats  and  ves- 
sels. If  I  am  correctly  informed  in  relation  to 
that  decision,  it  will  be  left  to  the  pleasure  of  that 
court  to  say  whether  the  bridges  which  are  erected 
by  all  the  States,  not  only  over  rivers  which  pass 
through  more  than  one  State,  but  over  rivers  wnich 
flow  entirely  within  the  limits  of  one  State,  are  to 
remain  or  not.  These  are  some  of  the  gravest 
questions  certainly  which  could  be  presented,  and 
involve  a  jurisdiction  which,  I  must  be  here  pei^- 
mitted  to  state,  a  Marshall  has  refused  to  take  and 
a  Taney  has  pronounced  a  grave  error.  I  move 
that  the  petition  be  read ,  printed, and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    I  h&ve  the  joint  reMluaon 


of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  upon  the  same 
subject,  which  resolution  expresses  a  determina- 
tion to  persist  in  the  suit  which  has  been  institu- 
ted. I  agree  with  the  honorable  Senator  fh)m  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  question  is  a  very  important  one, 
and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  will  give  it  very  great  consideration.  1 
move  that  these  resolutions  be  read,  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jutliciary. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  petition  of  Jotin  Spencer,  on  the  filet 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Public  i 

Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Ordered,  ThatUie  petition  of  Elisha  W.  B.  Moody,  on 
the  flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Avery  Downer,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
It  •was  so  referred. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry merchants  of  New  York,  praying  for  correc- 
tion of  errors  in  the  practice  of  the  Warehouse 
laws,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.    It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Cornelius  Oakley,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wliich 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  King,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  by  him  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  iNaval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Jas. 
Glynn,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  moneys  lost 
while  in  his  charge,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  * 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  (Vom  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  submitted  adverse  reports  on  the  follow- 
ing petitions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed:  on 
the  petition  of  Abigail  Brown,  the  widow  of  Eb- 
enezer  Brown ;  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Mother- 
head  ;  and  on  the  petition  of  Elsther  ScoUay. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  refenr^  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Be- 
dient,  late  a  sergeant  in  the  fourth  regiment  of 
Artillery,  reportM  back  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  ordered 
o  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred-  the  memorial  of  the  widow 
of  William  Riley,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

SISTERS  OF  VISITATION. 

Mr.  SEW ARD,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Sisters  of  Visitation,  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

SALARIES  OT  DISTRICT  AND  CIRCUIT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  COOPER  submittefT  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Re$olved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
stmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  tiie 
•alary  of  the  district  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  so  as  that  it  shall  hereafter 
be  the  siune  as  that  of  the  district  Judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

Mr.  RHETT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Reeolffedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structPd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  circuit  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columma. 

REPESS. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourns  it  be  to  Monday  next. 


CONTRACTS  FOR  DRT  DOCKS,  ETC. 
The  Senate  proceed^  to  consider  the  rcwKnioir 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  BRonnfiiD,  in  rela- 
tion to  contracts  for  dry  docks;  and  the  resoluiioa 
was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs 
was  received  by  Mr.  P.  Barrt  Hat»,  Chief  Clerk, 
announcing  that  it  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  John  Jackson;  ako,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  GustaTus  A.  De  Russy,  late  an  aeiii^ 
purser  in  the  Navy,  and  requesting  the  ooocar- 
rence  of  the  Senate  therein. 

The  above-named  bills  were  severally  r«ad  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  tities^and  rdcrnd  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Assure. 

MILEAGE  OE  THE  DELEGATE  FROM  OREGOH* 
Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  desire  to  ask  leave  of  thfr 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bMl  regulating  the  mileage  of 
the  Delegate  from  Oregon;  and  I  move  to  suspeml 
the  order  of  busmess  that  the  Senate  may  toke  ud 
that  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  beg  leave  to  sug^t  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carofma,  [Mr. 
Maxgum,]  who  made  the  motion  to  lay  this  bOI 
upon  the  table,  is  not  now  in  his  seatj^pposio;:, 
as  I  believe,  that  the  day  would  be  appronriaud 
to  the  consideration  of  the  private  bins.  I  have 
an  amendment  to  offer  to  the  bill  in  regard  to 
mileage  when  it  shall  come  up,  but  not  sapposiiig 
that  it  would  come  up  to-day,  I  am  not  Dowprh 

Eared  to  offer  it.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  not 
e  taken  up,  but  that  the  day  will  be  ^oted  to 
private  bills. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  shall  not  insist  ore  my  mo- 
tion if  any  Senator  objects,  saying  he  baa  an 
amendment  to  offer;  but  I  had  hoped  A&t  this 
measure  would  not  be  embarrassed  with  wmai- 
ments.  It  relates  merely  to  the  mUeage  of  one 
gentleman,  General  Lane,  the  Delegate  uem Ore- 
eon.  I  am  sorry  that  he  is  singled  out  and  fol- 
lowed with  such  opposition.  It  presents  a  novel 
case,  and  I  am  entirely  unprepared  to  meet  it.  1 
cannot  divine  in  my  own  mind  the  reason  whj  k 
is  so.  However,  if  the  Senator  has  an  amend- 
ment which  he  desires  to  offer,  not  general  in  its 
character,  but  intendeil  to  reach  the  case  of  Gen- 
ei^  Lane  alone,  I  shall  not  object  to  allowing  the 
bill  to  He  over.  But  if  he  intends  to  offer  aa 
amendment  bringing  up  the  question  gtoeralfy  aa 
to  the  ecjualization  of  the  mileage  of  members.  I 
shall  object. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  have  an  amendment  to  ofei 
which  is  not  of  a  general  character  to  be  sure.  If 
it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  take  up  this  biB, 
I  will  prepare  that  amendment  and  offer  it  to-day, 
but  I  snould  be  very  sorry  to  see  to-day  consmned 
in  the  discussion  of  this  bill  in  preference  to  pri- 
vate bills.  I  hope  the  bill  wilt  oe  suffered  to  He 
until  Monday,  and  then  I  will  be  ready  with  mj 
amendment.  By  pursuing  that  course  the  priraJe 
bills  before  the  Senate  will  not  suffer.  1 1  ia  of 
very  little  importance  whether  this  question  mt^- 
tied  to-day  or  Monday.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  interfew 
with  the  private  business  which  is  set  apart  for 
this  day,  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

THOMAS  H.  LEGGETT* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioii,  u  ib 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Thomas  H.  Legeett. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  This  is  a  bill  which  htf 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Commerc^ 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett,  survivor  of 
the  firm  of  Thomas  H.LeggettdTCo.  ThefcrtJ 
are  contained  in  the  report,  which  I  ask  may  be 
read. 

The  Senate  reatf  the  report,  a  synopsis  of  «e 
contents  of  which  has  ahready  been  poblishfd. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  This  case  can  scarcely  b* 
submitted  more  simply  or  more  folly  than  it  ^ 
stated  in  the  report;  but  I  will,  perhaps,  b«  jweto 
present  it  more  distinctly  in  a  few  word*.  Tbomsi 
H.  Leggett  A  Co.  were,  in  the  year  1898,  mer- 
chants  in  the  city  of  New  York.  This  firm,  » 
the  faU  of  1827,  made  a  contntot  for  ^ff!^^ 
facture  of  certain  goods  in  EngUnd  to  be  ddiTWw 
in  the  ensuing  spring.  The  cost  of  the  goods  wM 
#6,786.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  tanff  act  of 
18S8  was  paMtd.    The  duty  on  these  goods  was 
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•■used  80  much  that  it  amouotad  to  the  sum  of 
}JLj,467,  being  withio  |1,319  of  the  enure  cost  of 
5»e  invoices.  The  dmy  under  the  previoue  act 
Mrould  have  been  |2,2(M)  only.  The  goods  were 
rihipped  within  three  or  four  days  aAer  the  passage 
feiTiJie  act,  before  the  news  of  that  event  could  have 
bieen  received  in  Liverpool,  or  before  the  order  for 
flae  goods  could  in  any  wa)r  be  countermanded. 
K*he  petitioner,  under  these  circumstances,  applies 
fc>r  relief.  It  appears  that  Congress  has  in  a  simi- 
JMir  case,  that  of  John  F.  Lewis,  in  1836,  refunded 

te  difference  between  the  duties  under  the  difTer- 
t  tariffs,  under  similar  circunnstances. 
Mr.  HUNT£R.  I  hope  that  this  bill  wUl  not 
iss.  Although,  perhaps,  an  isolated  act  may  be 
»iuid  to  have  been  passed,  involving  the  same 
aple  as  this,  I  apprehend  that  if  we  could 
the  history  of  petitions  of  this  kind,  we 
rould  find  that  they  have  been  almost  unan- 
noustv  refused.  I  know  that  since  I  have  been 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  which 
puch  petitions  have  been  generally  referred,  it  has 
Ixen  the  invariable  rule  to  reject  them.  And  if 
tam  not  mistaken ,  this  petition  has  been  several 
times'  referred  to  that  committee,  and  they  have 
refused  to  act  upon  it.  When  we  come  to  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  application,  we  shall  find 
that  it  would  lead  to  innumerable  demands  upon 
the  Treasury  Department-^emands  in  which,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  decisions  of  Congress^  and  the 
UgisJatioa  of  Congress,  there  is  no  equity,  at  least 
DO  such  e({uity  as  would  ever  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  giant  them.  Why,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  if  we  pass  this  bfll,  we  shall  have  to  go 
hack  to  all  the  cases  which  have  occurred  under 
all  of  our  tariffs,  for  in  none  of  them  has  there 
been  a -provision  for  those  cases  in '  which  the  car- 
goes were  ordered  before  the  bill  was  passed.  In 
the  tanjsr  act  of  1843,  it  was  especially  provided, 
tJiat  it  should  take  effect  upon  its  passage;  and  I 
know  that  it  was  one  of  the  arguments  asainst  its 
passage — for  1  was  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
kepresentatives — that  it  would  operate  with  hard- 
ih^  upon  outstanding  cargoes,  upon  ships  having 
cargoes  brought  over  under  orders  which  had  been 
Bade  before  the  passage  of  that  tariff"  act.  The 
natter  was  then  areued  and  considered,  and  Con- 
gress determined  that  that  was  one  of  the  risks 
which  the  merchant  had  to  take  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  trade.  Congress  then  refused  to  insert  any 
proTisioo  in  order  to  meet  these  cases,  and  if  we 
BOW  hcfiin  to  legislate  on  them,  how  many  peti- 
tions wnl  be  sent  to  us  from  persons  who  ordered 
eareoes  before  the  passage  or  the  act  of  1843,  and 
had  to  pay  duties  under  that  act? 

We  should  have  thus  to  reverse  the  whole  policy 
of  our  G^ovemment  in  relation  to  this  subject;  and 
not  only  that,  but  we  should  open  the  door  to  in- 
numerable frauds;  for  observe,  this  case  goes  be- 
hind the  tariff  of  1838;  and  if  this  be  a  good  case, 
every  demand  which  is  based  upon  a  similar  prin- 
ciple, either  in  relation  to  that  tariff*  or  any  other, 
may  be  presented  here,  and  we  shall  have  to  act 
apon  it.  It  was  suggested  on  a  former  occasion ,  by 
a  Senator,  that  if  there  be  equity  in  returning  to  the 
merchant  duties  which  he  has  nad  thus  to  pay  be- 
cause he  ordered  goods  before  the  legislation  under 
which  they  were  entered,  would  it  not  be  a  good 
rule  to  work  it  the  other  way,  and  say  that  those 
goods  brought  in  under  the  tariffT  of  1846,  when 
the  duties  were  reduced,  ought  to  pay  under  the 
tariffT  of  1843,  under  which  they  were  ordered? 
Why  would  not  that  be  a  good  rule? .  Because  it 
would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  exact  justice  in 
these  eases  or  the  precise  state  of  the  facts.    It 
would  lead  to  more  mischiefs,  to  more  frauds, 
more  difficulties,  than  we  should  ever  remedy  if  we 
should  attempt  to  legislate  upon  this  subject.    I  am 
free  to  say  that,  in  relation  to  the  tariff  of  1843, 1 
would  have  voted  for  any  provision  which  gave  the 
merchant  notice;  but  such  was  not  the  pleasure  of 
Congi?8s;  such  was  not  theactuAi  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   They  determined  that  they  would  not;  and 
I  am  not  now  for  opening  the  matter  in  this  piece- 
meal way,  when  it  cannot  be  remedied,  but  when 
it  may  lead  to  very  great  and  serious  mischief.    I 
hope  this  bill  will  not  be  passed;  for  my  word  for 
it,  if  it  is  passed,  you  will  have  numbers  of  such 
eases  presented  for  consideration. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ob- 
VKtioD  of  the  learned  and  honorable  Senator  from 
Vir^nia  amounts  to  just  this:  If  we  do  justice  and 
equity  in  this  case,  we  may  be  called  upon  to  do 
10  in  soma  other  casts.    That  argument  does  not 


commend  itself  either  to  my  Judgment  or  to  my 
sense  of  what  is  right  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  will  brieny  state  again  the  peculiar  facts 
of  this  case.  These  importers  were  merchants  in 
the  city  of  New  York  in  the  years  1627  and  1838. 
They  contracted  in  Liverpool,  in  the  fall  of  1837, 
for  the  delivery  of  invoices  of  goods,  among  which 
was  an  article  called  **  bocking  baize,"  and  their 
contract  was,  that  these  goods  should  be  delivered 
in  the  spring  following;  uiat  is,  the  spring  of  1828. 
Confess,  in  the  mouth  of  May-,  1828,  revised  the 
tariff.  By  the  tariff,  as  it  stood  at  the  time  the 
contract  was  made,  the  duties,  when  levied,  would 
have  amounted  to  $3,300  50,  while  the  cost  of  the 
articles  in  Liverpool  was  |6,786  15;  so  that  the 
duties,  at  the  time  the  purchase  was  nmde,  were 
about  one  tliird  of  t^e  cost  of  the  articles.  By  the 
revision  of  the  duties  then  imposed,  the  effect  of 
which,  and  of  course  the  design  of  which,  was  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  these  articles,  and  to 
induce  the  manufacture  of  them  in  this  country, 
theduties  were  raised  fiAyper  cent., and  amounted 
when  the  goods  were  received,  to  $5,467;  being 
within  $1,319  of  the  cost — ^in  other  words,  about 
four  fiflbs  of  the  cost  of  the  invoices  in  Europe. 
This  tariff  act,  whicl^  was  passed  in  May,  was 
directed  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  of  June  follow- 
ing. Pursuant  to  the  original  contract,  the  goods 
were  shipped  from  Liverpool  within  three  or  four 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  Being  so  shipped 
they  arrived  hereiust  three  or  four  days  afler  the 
act  took  effect.  There  was  no  possibility  of  antici- 
pating such  a  change.  There  was  no  possibility  of 
giving  notice  to  rescind  the  contract,  or  preventing 
the  exportation  of  the  goods  from  LiverpooL 
They  came  here  in  time  to  be  subjected  to  the  in- 
creased duty;  and  by  that  chance  in  the  policy  of 
the  Gk>vernment  the  importers  lost  some  j|^,000. 
It  is  said  that  there  is  no  equity  in  requinng  the 
Government  to  pay  damages  which  result  to  its 
citizens  from  the  change  of  its  laws.  I  agree  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  know  the  laws  of 
the  land;  but  in  making  laws  affecting  revenue, 
such  as  laws  for  the  imposition  of  duties,  there  is 
an  equitable  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  reasonable  notice  of  the  change  of  the 
system  of  revenue  before  the  law  goes  into  effect. 
In  all  the  tariff  acts  except  one,  this  timely  notice 
has  been  given .  The  tariff  act  of  1 833  was  passed 
on  the  14ui  of  Jtily  of  that  year,  but  the  time  at 
which  it  was  to  take  effect  was  postponed  to  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1833.  The  act  of  1833  was 
passect  on  the  3d  of  March  of  that  year,  and  was 
declared  to  take  effect  on  the  3l8t  of  December, 
1835.  The  act  of  1846  was  passed  on  the  30th 
day  of  July,  but  it  did  not  go  wto  effect  until  the 
first  of  December  following. 

Mr.  RUETT.  Will  the  Senator  state  when 
the  act  of  1843  went  into  effect  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  act  of  1843  went  into 
effect  immediately,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia  has  stated;  and  it  is  suggested  to  me  that 
the  reason  for  that  was,  that  at  the  time  it  was 
passed  it  was  supposed  there  was  no  existing  rev- 
enue laws  in  force;  and  therefore  that  case  was  an 
exception.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
citizen  to  take  notice  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  but 
it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  take  notice  of 
the  laws  before  they  are  passed ;  and  he  has  an 
equitable  and  just  claim  upon  the  Government  if 
they  levy  assessments  which  shall  affect  contracts 
which  he  has  made  without  giving  him  adequate 
time  to  provide  for  a  change  of  his  business  so  as 
to  meet  the  change  in  the  policy  of  the  GK)vern- 
ment.  As  I  have  said,  an  act  like  this  has  already 
been  passed,  and  the  principle  of  that  act  is  the 
same  as  that  involved  in  this  bill.  It  is  now  a  long 
time  since  the  year  1838.  If  this  consideration 
addresses  itself  to  the  Senate,  then  I  will  say  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  great  number  of 
applications  of  this  sort;  and  if  there  were,  justice 
would  require  that  they  should  be  coriaidered  and 
disposed  of  upon  principles  such  as  would  prevail 
between  private  individuals. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Were  the  goods  con- 
sumed in  the  country  ? 

Mr.  SEWARD.  They  were.  The  cost  of  the 
goods  was  $6,786:  the  duties  paid  upon  them 
amounted  to  $5,467.  It  is  a  difference  more  than 
$3,000  between  the  duties  existing  at  the  time  the 
contract  was  made  and  the  duties  the  parties  paid 
when  the  goods  were  entered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  wish  to  mal^e  a  sug- 
gestion.   I  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ne^  York, 


whether  these  goods  were  consumed  in  thia  coun- 
try; and  he  gave  an  affirmative  answer.  Now  it 
seems  to  me,  that  when-  the  importer  brought 
goods  here  and  paid  the  duty,  he  mast  have  in- 
demnified himself  by  putting  the  duty  upon  the 
C'  ;e  paid  for  tlte  article,  when  it  was  sold.  If  he 
done  that,  and  obtained  his  indemnity  in  that 
way,  it  would  be  strange  if  we  should  pay  it  to 
him  again.  If  he  brought  the  goods  here,  and 
found  a  change  in  the  tariff  law,  it  would  be  very 
strange  indeed  if  he  would  not  put  on  the  en- 
hance price  resulting  from  the  increased  duty.  I 
think  a  merchant  would  hardly  neglect  doing  that, 
hence  it  strikes  me  that  he  inuat  have  lieen  indem- 
nified for  the  increased  duty  which  he  had  to  pay. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  importing  merchants 
should  not  always  risk  the  legislation  of  the  coun* 
try.  I  do  not  know  that  the  basis  upon  which 
this  gentleman  asks  relief  ought  to  be  conceded. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  ou^ht  to  change  our  legis- 
lation, because  an  individual  may  say  that  he 
made  a  contract  for  goods  in  a  foreign  cotintry, 
and  expected  to  have  them  entered  at  the  custom- 
house here,  under  the  old  law.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Government  cannot  act  in  its  legislation 
on  views  of  that  sort,  although  it  might  be  well  in 
passing  a  tariff  law,  to  let  it  go  into  operation 
prospectively,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  such 
cases.  But  if  the  Government  has  not  chosen  to 
postpone  the  operation  of  the  Inw,  so  as  to  ^ive  the 
merchant  notice — which  I  admit  would  be  in  gen- 
eral a  p^ood  rule— and  has  allowed  the  act  to  go  m  to 
operation  immediately,  it  is  most  manifest  that  a 
merchant,  whose  goods  arrived  in  the  countnr 
under  the  increased  rate  of  duties,  would  indemnify 
himself  by  increasing  the  price  of  the  goods.  In 
that  point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me,  accoraing  to  the 
information  communicated  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  this  individual  must  have  been  already 
indemnified. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  Senator  from  New  York 
says  that  my  argument  is,  that  if  we  pay  the  claim 
in  this  case,  we  might  perhaps  pay  many  more 
equally  just.  Not  at  all.  My  argument  is,  that 
ir  we  attempt  to  do  justice  with  the  imperfect  in- 
formation and  imperfect  means  which  we  havie  of 
ascertaining  what  the  case  is,  in  the  attempt  to  do 
justice  in  one  case  we  may  perhaps  do  inljustice  to 
the  Government  in  sanctioning  a  hundred  frauds. 
I  said  also,  that  we  should  foil  in  doing  justice, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
facts  on  which  these  demands  were  made,  even  if 
we  were  to  admit  the  principle  which  Congress  has 
heretofore  refused  to  admit,  that  we  are  bound  to 
rectify  all  the  losses  to  individuals  which  may 
have  been  occasioned  by  our  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  duties.  Congress  has  determined  that 
that  is  a  risk  which  tne  merchant  must  take. 
Whether  they  decided  rightfully  or  wrongfolly,  I 
do  not  now  pretend  to  say;  nor  is  it  necessary  for 
me  to  say.  If  the  subject  was  brought  up  at  the 
time  when  the  transaction  was  recent  ana  fresh, 
when  everybody  was  informed  in  relation  to  it,  the 
claim  mi^bt  have  been  allowed  if  it  was  thought 
that  justice  required  it.  But  if  they  postponed  it, 
and  at  this  late  period  of  time  we  <;ome  to  act  upon 
an  isolated  case,  we  cannot  do  justice.  What  is 
the  evidence  in  this  case?  How  do  we  know  that 
these  goods  were  ordered  beforehand,  and  without 
a  knowledge  of  this  legisUktion  ?  I  suppose  there 
is  no  other  evidence  as  to  that  than  the  words  of 
the  importer.  How  do  we  know  that  he  did  not 
remunerate  himself,  if  net  for  the  whole,  at  least 
for  a  portion  of  the  duties,  by  the  additional  price 
which  he  charged  the  consumer?  How  can  we 
ascertain  that  ?  And  if  he  did  put  on  the  addi- 
tional price,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  surely  he  ought  not  now  to  have 
this  money  returned  to  him  by  the  Government. 
How  can  we  undertake  to  act  upon  the  princi- 
ple, that  when  the  interests  of  a  private  individual 
have  been  injured  by  general  legislation  we  will 
ascertain  the  amount  of  his  damages  and  remuner- 
ate him  ?  Why,  there  was  a  large  class  of  persons 
in  this  country  who  believed  that  they  ^ere  in- 
jured by  the  passage  of  the  tariff  act  ot  1843,  who 
planted  large  quantities  of  cotton,  expecting  to  get 
more  than  they  did  get  for  it  under  that  tariff,  and 
upon  whom  that  financial  measure  came  with  al- 
most ruinous  force.  Are  they  to  come  here  and 
say  to  us.  We  lost  so  much  by  your  leeialation: 
we  planted  so  much  cotton,  and  would  have  had 
such  prices  for  it  but  for  the  tariff  of  '43,  and  there- 
fore we  claim  indemnity?    Are  any  class  of  per- 
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sons  to  come  here  and  say  that  our  general  legis- 
lation has  inflicted  this  or  that  pecuniary  damage 
upon  them,  and  claim  relief?  If  we  once  open  the 
door  to  inquiries  of  that  sort,  it  wiU  lead  to  innu- 
merable frauds.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qov- 
cmment  not  to  embark  in  any  system  of  legislation 
which  will  perhaps  lead  them  mto  the  practice  of 
a  hundred  frauds,  without  in  a  single  instance  ob- 
tuiiiing  justice. 

Mr.  Seward.  The  argument  of  the  learned 
gentleman  now  is,  tliat  there  may  have  been  no 
loss  sustained .  It  will  be  found ,  on  looking  at  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  such  IS  not  uie  fact.  £k>cument  No. 
3,  shows  that  a  heavy  loss  was  sustained.  I  will 
rend  from  that  document: 

«« Fourth  ifueaH^n — Did  the  goodfl  kII  for  protlt? 

^^Jtntwer. — No;  but  a  heavy  loan.  It  would  haye  been 
a  groat  Miviog  to  have  realiippcd  the  goods ;  but  it  wan  gen 
urally  supposed  tliat  the  duty  would  be  reAinded,  or  they 
would  have  been  rt^bipped.  The  change  of  duty  was 
eiioruM>u0;  on  iMinie  tilings  from  thirty  per  cent,  to  two 
hundred  per  cent,  ft  was  the  time  of  square  yard  minimum 
duty." 

According  to  document  No.  6,  the  following 

facts  were  shown: 

*Mn  the  report  made  to  Congrem  laot  winter,  the  com- 
mittee said  that  we  do  bu^neas  with  the  Aill  Knowledge 
Uiat  Congre^:*  lia;*  pon'er  to  raise  or  lower  the  dutiett  at 
pleasure — meaning,  1  suppose,  at  any  moment.  But  i«  this 
HO?  Had  Cougreiis  ever  acted  upim  or  Ju^titied  that  win- 
oiple  ?  On  the  contrary,  han  it  not  alwayK  been  cousiderud 
right  and  proper  that  ample  time  iihould  be  given  to  tlie 
merchant  ?  otherwifte  he  might  l»e  ruined,  as  we  might  have 
been,  it  all  our  importations  had  been  bocking  baixe.  The 
two  invoices  on  which  we  claim  was  for  tweuty-flve  bales 
blankets,  eight  balen  bocking,  and  eight  bales  flannel. 

*"  dince  my  last^  1  have  calculated  the  loss  on  three  bale^ 
«»rthe  flannel,  which  were  all  ofthe  same  kind,  low  priced : 

Firstxost  in  England,  £  167 ^742  50 

Duty  paid  by  the  new  tariff. 833  00 

fihipping  charges,  exchange,  Ace. 345  00 

«1,819  50 
Boldthenfor 1,250  00 

^169  50 

Lost  on  sight  bales  bocking 91,460  00 

Lost  on  three  bales  flannels 569  00 

$2,029  00 

<<  The  amount  lost  on  the  finer  flannels  and  blankets  it 
would  be  impostfibfe  to  say  exactly.  The  aniomit  we  claim 
is  the  difference  of  duty,  f3,266.'' 

xMr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  is  the  party's  own 
statement. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is;  but  it  was  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
twice  or  three  times.  Those  who  know  Thomas 
H .  Leggett  would  have  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the 
truth  of  his  statement.  I  will  observe  further,  that 
these  papers  were  ori^nally  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, when  Mr.  Cambreleng  was  chairman.  He 
reported  a  general  law;  but  which  was  not  passed. 
The^  were  afterwards  submitted,  at  two  oiiferent 
sessions,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  the 
House,  who  reported  a  bill  in  favor  of  Mr.  Leg^ 

fett;  and  those  reports  are  here.  The  claim  was 
rst  presented  immediately  after  the  transaction 
occurred.  There^was  a  report  in  favor  of  it.  Then 
there  was  a  general  law  recommended,  the  parties 
expecting  relief  under  that  general  law,  when  it 
should  have  been  pa:)sed,  did  not  then  press  their 
claim.  But  they  renewed  it  again  before  Con- 
gress; and  it  has  been  renewed  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  time  to  time.  So  that  the 
further  argument  which  was  advanced  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia  fiUls;  wnich  was, 
that  this  claim  has  become  stale,  or  ought  not  to 
have  due  consideration,  because  it  was  not  pre- 
sented in  due  season. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  TheSenator  from  New  York, 
{  understand,  bases  this  claim  upon  the  ground  of 
equity ;  and  he  says  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  because 
these  individuals,  under  a  prior  law  of  Congress, 
would  have  been  able  to  realize  much  more  money 
by  that  commercial  transaction  than  they  have 
done  under  a  subsequent  law.  According  to  ray 
understanding  of  equity,  if  accounts  are  settled 
upon  that  pnnciple,  the  equity  should  extend  to 
the  Government  as  well  as  to  the  individual  citi- 
zen, whether  the  parties  are  entitled  to  the  advan- 
tage they  would  obtain  under  the  operation  of 
the  principle.  Now,  have  we  ever  had  a  claim 
before  Congress,  or  does  any  one  suppose  that 
these  individuals  would  come  before  Congress, 
if  they  had  ordered  goods  under  a  hiffh  tariff, 
and  received  them  under  a  low  tariiT?    xake  an 


instance  in  •  the  operation  of  the  tariffs  of  1842 
and  1846:  Suppose  an  individual — as  many  un- 
doubtedly did— ordered  goods  under  the  tariff  of 
1842,  and  did  not  introduce  them  into  the  coun- 
try until  the  act  of  1846  went  into  operation, 
which  greatly  reduced  the  duties:  would  he, 
would  any  reasonable  man,  have  come  forwrard 
and  tendered  to  the  Government  the  difference 
which  he  would  have  had  to  pay  under  the  tariff 
of  1842,  while  it  was  in  force,  and  that  which  he 
actually  did  pay  under  the  act  of  184G  ?  If  we  are 
to  leg;islate  in  this  way,  eauity  requires  that  if  we 
pay  back  to  an  individual  any  excess  which  he 
nad  to  pay  in  consequence  of  the  tariff  being 
raised,  we  should  also  exact  from  individuals  the 
difference  between  tlie  amounts  which  they  would 
have  had  to  pay  under  a  tariff  in  operation  at  the 
time  the  gooas  were  ordered,  and  tliat  in  oj^eration 
at  the  time  they  were  brought  to  tlie  country. 
Then,  taking  any  series  of  years  in  (he  commer- 
cial operations  of  this  country,  the  balance  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  Government,  because  the  tend- 
ency has  been  gradually,  with  occasional  excep- 
tions, to  reduce  the  rate  of  duties.  Therefore,  in 
the  long  run,  more  goods  will  be  found  to  have 
been  ordered  under  a  high  tariff,  and  come  in 
under  a  low  one,  than  were  ordered  under  a  low 
one  and  come  in  under  a  high  one.  The  balance 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  Government. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
HuKTER,]  while  speaking  upon  this  stibject, 
brought  to  my  mind  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  other  day,  and 
which  is  published,  and  laid  on  our  desks,  in  this 
morning's  Globe;  and  I  think  the  facts  it  sets  forth 
present  a  very  strong  case  in  point.  The  Senator 
from  Vimniasug&;ested  that  mere  might  be  a  loss 
sustained  by  another  interest  in  this  country  by  a 
chan^  in  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  duties; 
that  were  might  be  a  loss  to  the  agricultural  inter- 
est by  raising  the  duties  affecting  their  productions. 
Here  is  a  case  in  point.  Here  is  a  table  to  which 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  Senators,  which  is 
very  important  in  this  view.  The  speech  to  which 
1  refer  is  one  delivered  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives by  Mr.  Rantoul,  of  Massachusetts,  in 
which  he  submits  a  series  of  tables,  showing  the 
effect  of  the  tariff  acta  of  1842  and  1846  upon  the 

f  rices  of  agricultural  products  for  a  series  of  years, 
will  not  ?o  through  the  whole  oT  the  tables,  but 
merely  refer  to  the  tablets  marked  A  and  B,  pre- 
sented in  the  body  of  the  speech.  It  is  here  shown 
that. the  aggregate  loss  upon  agricultural  produc- 
tions, for  a  series  of  five  years,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tariff  of  1842,  was  $126,340,639. 
The  loss  on  cotton  alone  was  ^,661,531;  the 
loss  on  tobacco  was  $16,786,197;  tlte  loss  on 
vegetable  fpod  was  $8,519,803;  tlie  loss  on  pro- 
visions and  animal  products  was  $4,373,108; 
the  loss  on  other  exports,  estimated  in  part, 
A7,000,000;  making  a  total  of  $126,340,639. 
Well,  sir,  if  an  individual  who  had  ordered  goods 
undfer  a  low  tariff,  and  introduced  these  goods 
under  a  hieh  tariff,  has  any  equitable  claim  before 
Congress  tor  relief  for  the  difference  between  the 
amoimt  he  would  have  h^  to  pay  under  the  one, 
and  actually  did  pay  under  the  other,  would  not 
the  agriculturists  nave  precisely  the  same  equitable 
demand  for  this  immense  difllerence  between  the 
prices  they  would  have  received  tmder  the  opera- 
tion of  one  tariff,  and  the  low  prices  they  actually 
received  under  the  operation  of  another  tariff?  I 
think  no  one  can  deny  that.  But  tlie  legislation  of 
this  country,  so  far  as  is  presented  by  these  tables, 
seems  to  be  compensating  in  matters  of  sort.  Thus 
we  find  that,  under  the  tariff  of  1846,  which  was 
intended  to  do  justice  to  the  agricultural  interest, 
which  had  been  greatly  depressed  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  tariffof  1842,  the  prices  of  agricultural 
productions  were  brought  up;  and  upon  these 
same  productions,  for  another  period  of  nveyeara, 
there  was  a  gain  by  the  rise  of  prices,  under  the 
tariff  of  1646,  to  the  amount  of  $148,486,274. 
So  the  fact  is,  if  an  equitable  settlement  of  ac- 
counts is  desired  between  the  Government  and  its 
citizens  growing  out  of  its  revenue  system,  it  will 
be,  as  it  has  been,  most  easily  and  certainly  at- 
tained by  general  legislation.  Such  legislation,  I 
am  aware,  has  been  and  may  a^in  be  somewhat 
fluctuating,  but  in  the  long  run  it  will  be  as  nearly 
equitable  as  it  will  prolmbly  be  in  our  power  to 
make  it.  No  such  legislation  as  this,  tnerefore, 
is  required  to  do  justice  to  the  parties,  or  to  give 
ihem  equitable  rdief.      In   the  view  presented. 


general  Isolation  Menui  to  have  been  snfiictcnt 
for  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  interest;  aikd  lam 
for  leaving  the  BetUem^ot  of  accounts  between  the 
Government  and  merchants,  and  other  operaton 
in  the  same  mode  and  measure  of  relief,  and  wouU 
withhold  special  legislation,  particularly  in  oM 
cases  like  this,  the  precise  merits  of  wnich  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  very  clearly  shown  ooa. 
not  be  asoertainM,  especially  at  so  long  a  period 
after  the  transaction  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  RHETT.     Mr.   President,  the  poittioa 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  is,  that  tb 
petitioner  has  lost^oney  by  the  operatioa  of  oar 
tariff  biws.    If  the  principle  is  good,  1  think  it  will 
apply  to  Inost  of  our  legislation .    It  is  next  to  im- 
possible to  make  a  law  that  will  operate  eqaallj 
upon  all  classes  and  all  individuals  in  the  coaDUy, 
especially  when  you  interfere  with  the  property  of 
the  country.  Forinstance;  take  the  case  efinakin? 
roads.    You  set  up  a  railroad:  it  is  immediatelT 
followed  by  the  dissolution  and  rum  of  every  turn- 
pike and  canal  that  comes  within  the  reach  of  its 
influence;  and  in  this  way  thousands  are  ruiiw^. 
You  set  up  a  steam  factory,  and  those  who  maira- 
facture  by  water-power  may  be  ruined.    A  friend 
of  mine  purchased  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  Ar- 
kansas river,  sixty  miles  of  land:  we  admitW 
Texas  into  the  Union,  and  he  was  a  ruined  man. 
It  is  impossible  to  lay  a  tax  which  does  iiotopenir 
uneouakly  upon  the  producers  of  the  country.  If 
you  lay  down  the  proposition,  that,  wh«iever  pw  . 
taxation  operates  unequally,  you  are  to  compeih 
sate  the  individual  whom  it  affects,  in  order  to  pat 
him  on  an  equality  with  all  other  citizens;  then  it 
is  impossible  for  you  to  lay  a  tax,  without  hirin« 
brought  before  you  for  legislation,  a  lan^e  clan  of 
claimants  exactly  like  this  case  which  t6e  Senator 
from  New  York  nas  brought  forward.    If  you  U? 
a  tax  upon  any  particular  production,  you  »« 
affect  tnose  engaged  in  it,  and  must  operate  on 
tliem  injuriously.    Thus,  if  the  principle  whidi 
the  Senator  from  New  York  contends  for,  be  tut- 
rect,  not  only  in  this  instance,  but  in  almost  etery 
other  instance  in  which  we  legislate,  affecting  tkf 
material  interests  of  the  country,  and  especially  aM 
its  taxation,  must  necessarily  be  followed  with  a 
flood  of  petitions,  to  produce  what  he  cells  equitf 
under  the  legislation  of  Congress.    The  piin«p< 
upon  which  legislation  always  takes  place  is  thk 
The  L^slature  endeavors  to  legislate  for  ihegood 
of  the  great  bulk  and  majority  of  the  people;  arw, 
although  evil  must  necessarily  be  done  to  a  pordon 
of  the  citizens,  yet,  inasmuch  as  greater  good  » 
done  to  the  greater  part,  the  law  goes  into  eneci; 
and,  conseouently,  in  all  the  legisladon  Bffecm 
the  material  interests  of  the  country,  it  nerer  ha« 
been  pretended ,  and  it  is  impracticable  to  attempt  w 
do  perfect  equity  to  those  who  may  sufler  unequa^ 
by  the  operation  of  such  laws.    Therefore  tw 
broad  proposition  is  not  applicable  simply  to  laj 
tariff,  but  to  all  the  legiaUiUon  of  Congese;  wd 
the  application  which  the  Senator  from  New  Yort 
has  supported,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  foil- 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  do  not  propose  to  diacusa  the 
merits  of  this  bill  at  any  length.  It  seeow  to  »«' 
however,  to  be  an  extraordinary  case,  and  opt  m 
which  we  can  grant  reUef  without  the  violation  or 
any  principle.  It  is  totally  impossible  to  nwj^ " 
change  in  the  revenue  laws  of  a  countrywiUiow 
producing  some  degree  of  inequality  in  "**  JP^ 
tion  of  those  hiws,  and  without  doing  aomed^ 
of  injustice  to  this  man  or  the  other.  In  «^ 
cases  it  would  be  totally  impossible  to  ««^" 
whether  the  party  ^ho  presents  a  claun  of  tnw 
kind  had  sustained  any  serious  <'a'^  ^' !f^*7r 
Considerations,  such  as  were  adverted  to  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  UKOit- 
WOOD,]  would  come  into  view,  and  it  'J^^nn 
necessary  to  have  regard  to  them  in  <^^^^iZ* 
And  in  many  cases,  if  we  could  say  th«i  j;«J 
had  been  somedegreeof  injury  sustained,  it  woum 

be  very  difficult  to  aseertain  the  ftiM  eJrteniof  thJJ 
injuiy,  or  determine  what  shoidd  be  the  meflwir 

Here  is  an  extraordinary  case,  Mr.  *^^*5L;^t 
in  which  Congress,  without  giring  any  »nm^ 
noUce,  or  what  may  be  termed  an  «dequ«^  JJ"^ 
in  point  of  time,  passes  a  law  which  »  J^Jl^j^^ 
junous  to  the  citizen  as  though  no  ^^^  .^  ^ 
were  given.  Congress  imposes  *"^"^'J'jBort 
without  available  notice  to  the  p«rt7»  zltwn, 
enormous  duties— duties  which,  by  "**"^PJ!Le«| 
will  take  out  of  the  pockets  of  thaw  p»J{>f^^ 
thousand  dolUirs .    Now,  vMe  I  wouW  iKrtWi^ 
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Kse  in  a  doubtful  or  ordinary  «ase,  yet  when  we  j 
re  prefienCed  to  iw  a  case  of  this  character, 
where  nearly  a  hundred  per  cent,  in  r^fard  to 
some  tirtides,  and  more  than  a  hundred  per  cent, 
b  reigard  to  others,  is  suddenly  impoaed,thtfparty 
bAving  had  no  avaUlable  notice,  it  aoes  appear  that 
fehe  party  is  fairly  entitled  to  come  to  Congress  for 
r«dresa.    Nor  do  I  thiidc  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UNDBawooD]  is 
BBtitled  to  any  great  weight  when  he  says  that  the 
inpoiter  might  have  added  the  duty  to  tneprice  of 
Ae  articles;  for  even  sup{>08e  he  (Ud  so,  those  ar- 
ticles mi^t  remain  on  his  hands  unsold.    The 
saere  ad£tion  of  the  duties  to  the  original  prices  of 
tbe  goods  would  not  make  them  maraetable.  The 
party  must  sell  according  to  the  market  price,  and 
tkat  price  wiH  unquestionably  be  regulated  by  the 
xelationa    of   demand  and    suf^Iy,  which  will 
•gain  be  affected  in  their,  turn  by  the  operations  of 
« tariff  as  it  may  be  increased  or  diminished. 
Here  the  maiket  was  made  under  a  low  duty,  and 
without  any  notice,  while  in  this  case,  before  the 
pirtiea  eooid  receive  their  goods,  the  law  was  so 
tbanged,  and  such  an  exorbitant  duty  imposed 
a  to  amount  almost  to  a  confiscation  of  the  prop- 
nty  of  the  importer. 

60 1,  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing'  the  merits  of  this  bill  at  any 
considerable  lengm,  but  chiefly  to  make  an  expla- 
Mition  in  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1842,  for  which  I 
Toted,  as  a  member  of  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
lires,  as  well  as  many  other  gentlemen  who  are 
BOW  members  of  the  Senate.  Ordinarily,  it  will 
be  adaaitted  on  all  hands,  that  revenue  bills  should 
be  prospective;  that  a  considerable  period  of  time 
abould  intervene  between  the  passage  of  the  law 
ind  tbe  period  at  which  it  is  to  come  into  opera- 
tbo,  in  orAer  that  sufficient  notice  may  be  given 
K»  the  mercantile  community.  I  know  that  the 
tariff  of  1843  was  passed  without  any  such  pro- 
fision,  and  of  course  it  took  effect  immediately  on 
being  approved  by  the  President.  And,  sir,  the 
reason  or  that  may  be  found  in  what  is  ordinarily 
dominated  the  compromise  tariff— that  of  the 
M  of  March,  1633.  By  the  first  section  of  tliat 
biB,  provision  is  made  tor  the  gradual  reduction 
of  duties  in  all  cases  where  they  exceeded  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  invoiced  value  of  the  goods.  Ten 
per  ceat.  was  to  come  off  biennially  from  all  arti- 
des  on  which  a  high  doty  was  imposed,  imtil  all 
4atie8  ^ould  be  brought  down  to  an  sd  vBlarem 
of  twenty  per  cent.  I  will  not  say  a  word ,  sir,  in 
regard  to  the  wisdom  or  folly  ef  such  a  law;  but 
by  it  everything  was  to  be  brought  down  to  the 
d«ad  level  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  ttUofem.  Then^ 
air,  comes  the  third  section  of  this  kiw,  in  the  fel- 
b wing  words: 

8cc.  3,  Jind  ke  it  furiker  enaettd,  That  until  Ae  thir- 
tieth dajr  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  I'oity- 
iwo,  the  dQtii»  Imposed  by  eziHting  laws,  as  modified  by 
Wi'M  act,  aball  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected.    And 
frma  and  after  the  day  h»t  aibresaid,  all  duties  upon  im- 
pofts  «hall  be  collected  in  ready  mooev,and  all  credits  now 
allowed  by  law  io  tlie  payment  of  duties,  shall  be  and  are 
bereby  abolished ;  and  such  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  sQcb  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an 
eeflfkomieal  administration  of  Oovemment;  and  from  and 
sAer  tbe  dav  last  aforesaid  the  duties  required  to  bo  paid  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercliaudise,  /hall  be  assessed 
upon  the  value  thereof  at  the  port  wliere  the  same  shall  be 
Altered,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

So  that  by  this  seetion  of  the  act  of  the  ^  of 
March,  1833,  there  is  a  general  provision  that  the 
existing  laws  shall  remain  in  force  imtil  the  time 
specified.    It  then  goes  on  in  words  of  the  future 
tense,  and  provides  what  shall  be  the  character  of 
the  subsequent  legislation  of  Congress.    Now,  I 
know  that  it  was  considered  exceraingiy  doubt  Ail 
whether  there  was  any  existing  law  that  would 
authorize  the  collection  of  one  penny  of  dnty. 
Tbe  then  existing  Administration,  however,  de- 
cided, that  upon  a  proper  construction  of  the  law 
the  €h>vemment  was  entitled  to  collect  twenty  per 
cent,  and  no  more.    J3ut  this  was  regarded  oy 
members  of  Congress  as  bein^  exceedingly  doubt- 
fnl— so  doubtful,  indeed,  that  it  was  carried  to  the 
Supreme  Court;  and  that  court  decided  that  the 
conatmetion  which  was  ghren  to  the  law  by  the 
Administration  was  the  true  and  proper  construc- 
tion, and  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  the 
OoTemment  vtan  entitled  to  take  twenty  per  cent. 
Now,  the  law  of  1643  was  passed  in  suon  a  form 
u  to  take  effect  immediately  upon  its  enactment, 
and  this,  simply  on  account  of  the  doubts  and  em- 
harraisments  of  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  in  regard  to  tbe  then  existing  state  of 


the  revenue  laws  of  the  country,  and  was  not  wan- 
tonly passed  in  a  manner  to  entrap  and  ensnare 
the  commercial  community,  or  to  impose  upon 
them  burdens  which  ought  not  to  be  imposed  upon 
them  without  due  notice. 

Mr.  PresideAt,  I  will  not  dwell  further  upon 
this  subject,  regarding  the  case  as  very  extraor- 
dinary— one,  in  point  of  fact,  amounting  ahnost 
substantially  to  a  confiscation  of  the  property  of 
this  party  by  the  Gbvemroent  of  the  United  States; 
and  entertaining  this  view  of  it  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  have  voted  against  meas- 
ures of  this  kind  before,  and  I  have  done  so  on 
principle.  The  act  of  16^2  went  into  immediate 
operation.  There  were  all  the  iron  establishments 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States  of  the  Union, 
with  a  protective  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent., 
|uid  with  a,  \aree  quantity  of  iron  on  hand 

Mr.  COOPER.  The  duty  was  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  ton. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania informs  me  that  the  duty  was  not  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  value,  but  tw>nty-five  dollars 
on  the  ton;  and  now,  I  believe,  it  is  reduced  to 
seven  dollars  on  the  ton.  The  operation  of  that 
tariflf  by  which  this  was  done,  was  destructive  to 
that  interest  everywhere  within  onr  limits.  They 
lost  immensely  by  it.  Many  of  the  largest  fur- 
naces were  closed,  and  their  proprietors  ruined. 
And  what,  sir,  was  the  occasion  of  it  ?  What  but 
theoperation  of  our  legislation  here  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  ?  If  this  bill  is  to  pass  on  what 
is  here  called  a  principle  of  equity,  would  we  not 
be  compelled  to  go  to  the  relieif  or  those  who  haVe 
investea  their  capital  under  the  laws,  and  who,  by 
their  sudden  change,  have  sustained  ruinous  losses  ? 
Why  should  we  interfere  in  favor  of  the  merchant 
nd  not  in  favor  of  the  manufacturer  ?  I  am  like 
ae  Sen  ator  from  Vir^nia,  [Mr.  Huhtch,]  who 
hs  told  us  that  he  thinks  we  cannot  go  properly 
into  such  a  measure  as  this.  If  we  tmdertaxe  to 
open  a  court  of  equity  here  on  such  a  principle  as 
is  implied  in  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  the  loose 
character  of  our  legislation,  I  do  not  think  that 
this  Government  could  meet  the  claims  whicl^ 
would  be  brought  against  it.  The  friends  of  high 
tarifls  usually  pass  these  tariff  laws  for  the  benefit 
of  particular  interests.  By  changes  from  these 
hign  tariflTs,  these  interests  are  su^eeted  to  loss, 
sometimes  to  ruin — the  manufacturing  and  agri- 
cultural more  than  any  other— and  if  parties  are  to 
be  compensated  for  losses  accruing  under  these 
changes,  then  the  agriculturist  and  the  manufac- 
turer should  be  compensated,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, we  know  that  these  losses  are  immense. 
I  merely  make  this  corapiirison  with  the  view  of 
showing  that  I  am  unwilling  to  vote  for  the  bill  in 
consequence  of  the  enormous  principle  it  involves, 
and  to  give  us  caution  hereafter  in  our  legislation 
to  give  sufficient  time  whenever  we  undertake  to 
alter  a  tarifiT,  so  that  no  injustice  may  be  worked 
which  can  be  avoided.  It  is  said  that  this  is  usu- 
ally done.    True,  it  is;  but  it  was  not  done  in  1813. 

Now,  to  show  the  difference  between  the  cases 
of  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  in  these  cases 
of  sudden  changes  of  a  tariff,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  latter  has  to  invest  an  immense 
capital  in  buildings  and  machinery  for  carrying  on 
many  businesses  which  may  be  ruined  any  day 
by  a  change  in  the  tariff.  His  business  is  thus  de- 
stroyed, his  machinery  and  buildings  become 
worthless  in  consequence,  and  thus  his  whole  cap- 
ital may  be  irrecoverably  gone.  Widely  different 
is  it  with  the  merchant,  whose  market  is  only 
changed  or  modified,  and  who  is  seldom  confined 
in  his  business  to  one  particular  kind  of  article 
which  may  thus  be  affected.  While,  therefore,  I 
would  desire  to  vote  in  every  case  where  equity  is 
the  foundation,  I  cannot  do  so  in  this  case.  I  can- 
not vote  for  this  bill  unless  the  principle  involved 
in  it  is  to  be  extended  to  every  interest  which  has 
been  afliected  by  these  changes;  and  to  do  so  wouM 
be  ruinous  to  the  treasury  of  the  wealthiest  coun- 
try under  the  sun. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  i>o8tpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia will  withdraw  that  motion. 

A  Senator.    The  motion  is  not  debatable. 
.    The  PRESIDENT.    The  Senator  is  wrong. 
The  motion  is  debatable. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  1  have  but  a  word  more  to 
my,  and  that  is,  that  any  one  can  see  that  to  make 


revenue  acts  prospective,  is  not  only  equitable  but 
just;  and  that  when  they  are  not  prospective  thoy 
operate  as  4  surprise;  and  when  an  act  has  been 
passed  wIHch  is  not  prospective  it  produces  a  Hur- 
prise.  It  may  be  vmdicated,  perhaps,  upon  the 
ground  of  necessity.  The  act  of  1842,  then ,  is  not 
applicable  to  the  present  case,  because  there  was- 
no  necessity  fortius  act  to  take  effect  immediately, 
and  so  as  to  confiscate  the  property  of  merchants 
which  had  been  contracted  <  for  in  England  a  few 
months  before.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say 
that  another  act  was  passed  which  was  made  to 
take  effect  immediately,  and  produced  similar  re- 
sults. 

And  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  die  claim 
is  made,  so  tar  as  it  goes  to  show  that  other  arts 
have  operated  in  a  similar  manner  upon  other  in- 
terests t)f  society,  I  submit  that  tliat  is  no  answer. 
It  may  be,  possibly,  that  we  cannot  reach  the  cases 
of  the  oppressive  operation  of  a  change  of  revenue 
laws;  it  is  enough  if  we  can  reach  this.  As  I  have 
said,  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1638,  without  giving 
any  notice  before  it  went  into  operation,  was  unne- 
cessary, and  it  operated  as  a  surprise. 

Mr.  COOPER.  If  tliis  were  a  hypoUietical 
case,  a  doubtful  case  as  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  importing  merchant,  I  certainly  should  not 
vote  for  it.  But  I  think  the  case  presented  by 
this  bill  is  very  different  from  the  cases  which  have 
been,  or  seem  to  have  been,  regs^rded  as  analogous 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hunter]  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  B0RL4ND.] 

The  increase  of  duties  by  Congress  on  foreign 
goods  is  to  benefit  immediately  tbe  merchant,  and 
for  a  very  obvious  reason.  I  ao  not  pretend  now, 
sir,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question, 
whether  the  mercantile  classes  of  the  community 
are  benefited  by  high  duties,  or  by  duties  ordinary 
in  their  amount  and  character  upon  imported 
goods;  but  I  say  the  immediate  effea  of  an  in- 
crease of  duties  IS  to  benefit  the  merchant,  and  for 
an  obvious  reason.  The  goods  which  Uie  mer- 
chant has  on  hand  at  the  time 

[The  honorable  Senator  was,  at  this  point  in  his 
remarks,  suddenly  seized  with  vertigo,  and  was 
compelled  to  take  his  seat.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideratiOD  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  will  not  now  proceed.  I  am 
not  able. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  move  that  the  ouestioo  be 
postponed,  in  order  to  give  the  honoraole  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  an  opportunity  to  present  his 
views  on  another  occasion. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  an  in- 
definite postponement. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  withdraw  that  motion  of 
course,  if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  desires 
it.    I  wiH  agree  that  it  shall  be  laid  over  informally . 

The  PRESIDENT.  To  move  to  postpone  it 
will  be  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

llie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bin  was  postponed  to  Friday 
next. 

[Mr.  Cooper  retired  from  the  Senate  Chamber, 
but  in  a  few  moments  returned  to  his  seat,  and 
remained  in  attendance  during  the  day.] 

RALEIGH  AND  GASTON  RAILROAD  CO. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  is  a  bill  which  wa«  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Finance 'something 
like  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  siiice,  which  1  hope 
the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  taking  up  for  con- 
sideration at  the  present  time.  It  is  a  bill  to  give 
a  credit  to  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  Com- 
pany €>n  the  payment  of  duties  on  their  iron.  I 
mention  as  a  reason  for  taking  up  the  bill  now, 
that  it  is  to  give  relief  to  this  company  by  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  iron 
imported  by  that  compcmy,  and  because  it  i.s  a 
bill  which  diflrers  from  every  other  which  is  to 
come  before  us.  The  iron  is  already  ordered,  and 
if  the  bill  is  to  pass  at  all,  so  as  to  afford  them  ojiy 
relief,  it  must  pass  immediately.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  agree  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  its  consideration  as  in  Committee  or  tiie 
Whole. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  authorized  and  directed  to  extend  the  time 
of  the  payment  of  duties  upon  all  iron  rails  now 
or  hereafter  to  be  imported  by  said  company  for 
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sons  to  come  here  and  say  that  our  general  legis* 
lation  liRS  inflicted  this  or  that  pecuniary  damage 
upon  them,  and  claim  relief.^  If  we  once  open  ihe 
door  to  inquiries  of  thai  sort,  it  wiU  lead  to  innu- 
merable frauds.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment not  to  embark  in  njiy  system  of  legislation 
which  will  perhaps  lead  them  into  the  pnustice  of 
a  hundred  frauds,  without  in  a  single  instance  ob- 
taining justice. 

Mr.  Seward.  The  argument  of  the  learned 
i^entleman  now  is,  that  there  may  have  been  no 
loss  sustained.  It  will  be  found,  on  looking  at  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  such  18  not  tne  fact.  Document  No. 
3,  shows  that  a  heavy  loss  was  sustained.  I  will 
rend  from  that  document: 

**  Fourth  ^uet^n. — Did  the  goods  sell  for  profit? 

''^fwirer. — ^No;  but  a  heavy  low.  Itwouhl  luiye  been 
a  gruBi  Miving  to  have  re«liippcd  the  goods ;  bat  it  wan  gen 
umlly  supposed  that  the  duty  wouid  be  rofundHd,  or  they 
would  have  boeii  re>;hipp<>d.  The  change  of  duty  was 
fiioroioui;  oii  mnie  lliings  fh)ui  thirty  per  cent  to  two 
hundred  percent,  ft  was  the  time  of  sqnareyard  minimum 
duty." 

According  to  document  No.  6,  the  following 
facts  were  shown : 

**  In  the  report  made  to  Congresn  last  winter,  the  com- 
mittee said  tliat  we  do  buMnesn  with  the  full  Knowledge 
that  Congrc^  had  power  to  raise  or  lower  the  duties  at 
pleasure — meaning,  1  suppoM,at  any  moment.  But  is  this 
NO?  Has  Cuugreits  ever  acted  upon  or  justided  that  prin- 
ciple ?  On  the  contrary,  haK  it  not  olwayM  been  cuusiderud 
right  and  proper  that  ample  time  should  be  given  to  tlie 
merchant  ?  otherwise  he  might  be  ruined,  as  we  miglit  have 
been,  it  ail  our  importations  had  been  bocking  baiie.  The 
two  invoices  on  which  we  claim  was  for  tweuty«five  bales 
blankets,  eight  balen  bocking,  and  eight  bales  Hauncl. 

''  Since  my  last^  1  have  calculated  the  loss  on  three  bales 
«>rthe  dannel,  which  were  all  of  the  same  kind,  low  priced : 

Pin*tXost  in  England,  £  167 f  742  50 

Duty  paid  by  the  new  tariff..... 83)00 

Hhippuig  charges,  exchange,  &.c. 345  00 

$1,819  50 
Bold  then  for I,t250  00 

$r)69  50 

Lost  on  aigfat  bales  bocking $1,460  00 

Lost  on  thne  bales  flannehi 569  00 

<a,029  00 

'<  The  amount  lo^t  on  the  finer  flannels  and  blankets  it 
would  be  impo!<i«ible  to  say  exactly.  The  amount  we  claim 
is  the  difiiBrence  of  duty,  $3,966.'* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  is  the  party 'sown 
statement. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  It  is;  but  it  was  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
twice  or  three  times.  Those  who  know  Thomas 
H.  Leggett  would  have  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the 
truth  of  his  statement.  I  will  observe  further,  that 
these  papers  were  ori^pnally  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, when  Mr.  Cambreleng  was  chairman.  He 
reported  a  general  laW;  but  which  was  not  passed. 
Tney  were  afterwards  submitted,  at  two  olfierent 
sessions,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  the 
House,  who  reported  a  bill  in  fkvor  of  Mr.  Leg* 
gett;  and  those  reports  are  here.  The  claim  was 
first  presented  immediately  after  the  transaction 
occurred.  Therc^  was  a  report  in  favor  of  it.  Then 
there  was  a  general  law  recommended,  the  parties 
expecting  relief  under  that  general  law,  when  it 
should  have  been  passed,  did  not  then  press  their 
claim.  But  they  renewed  it  again  before  Con- 
gress *,  and  it  has  Ueen  renewed  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  time  to  time.  So  that  the 
further  argument  which  was  advanced  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  ^m  Virginia  falls;  which  was, 
that  this  claim  has  become  stale,  or  ought  not  to 
have  due  consideration,  because  it  was  not  pre- 
sented in  due  season. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  TheSenator  from  New  York, 
I  understand,  bases  this  claim  upon  the  ground  of 
equity ;  and  he  says  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  because 
these  individuals,  under  a  prior  law  of  Congress, 
would  have  been  able  to  realize  much  more  money 
by  that  commercial  transaction  than  they  have 
done  under  a  subsequent  law.  According  to  ray 
understanding  of  equity,  if  accounts  are  settled 
upon  that  pnnciple,  the  equity  should  extend  to 
the  Government  as  well  as  to  the  individual  citi- 
zen, whether  the  parlies  are  entitled  to  the  advan- 
t£^e  they  would  obtain  under  the  operation  of 
the  principle.  Now,  have  we  ever  had  a  claim 
before  Congress,  or  does  any  one  suppose  that 
these  individuals  would  come  before  Congress, 
if  they  had  ordered  goods  under  a  hiffh  tariff, 
and  received  them  under  a  low  tariff.'    jTake  an 
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instance  in  the  operation  of  the  tariffs  of  1842 
and  1846:  Suppose  an  individual — as  many  un- 
doubtedly did-rordered  goods  under  the  tariff  of 
1842,  and  did  not  introduce  them  into  the  coun- 
try until  the  act  of  1846  went  into  operation, 
which  greatly  reduced  the  duties:  would  he, 
would  any  reasonsble  man,  have  come  forward 
and  tendered  to  the  Government  the  difference 
which  he  would  have  had  to  pay  under  the  tariff 
of  1842,  while  it  was  in  force,  and  tliat  which  he 
actually  did  pay  under  the  act  of  184G  ?  If  we  are 
to  legislate  in  this  way,  eouity  requires  that  if  we 
pay  back  to  an  individual  any  excess  which  he 
nad  to  pay  in  consequence  of  the  tariff  being 
raised,  we  should  also  exact  from  individuals  the 
difference  between  the  amounts  which  they  would 
have  had  to  pay  under  a  tariff  in  operation  at  the 
time  the  gooas  were  ordered,  and  that  in  operation 
at  the  time  they  were  brought  to  tlie  country. 
Then,  taking  any  series  of  years  in  the  commer- 
cial operations  of  this  country,  the  balance  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  Government,  because  the  tend- 
ency has  been  gradually,  with  occasional  excep- 
tions, to  reduce  the  rate  of  duties.  Therefore,  in 
the  long  run,  more  goods  will  be  found  to  have 
been  ordered  under  a  high  tariff,  and  come  in 
under  a  low  one,  than  were  ordered  under  a  low 
one  and  come  in  under  a  high  one.  The  balance 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  Gk>vernmeiit. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
HuKTKR,]  while  speaking  upon  this  subject, 
brought  to  my  mind  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  tlie  other  day,  and 
which  is  published,  and  laid  on  our  desks,  in  this 
morning's  Globe;  and  I  think  the  facts  it  sets  forth 
present  a  very  strong  caae  in  point.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  8ugs;ested  that  tnere  might  be  a  loss 
sustained  by  another  interest  in  this  country  by  a 
change  in  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  duties; 
that  were  might  be  a  loss  to  the  agricultural  inter- 
est by  raising  the  duties  affecting  their  productions. 
Here  is  a  case  in  point.  Here  is  a  table  to  which 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  Senators,  which  is 
very  important  in  this  view.  The  speech  to  which 
1  refer  is  one  delivered  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives by  Mr.  Rantoul,  of  Massachtisetts,  in 
which  he  submits  a  series  of  tables,  showing  the 
effect  of  the  tariff  acta  of  1842  and  1846  upon  the 

F rices  of  agricultural  products  for  a  series  of  years, 
will  not  so  through  the  whole  oT  the  tables,  but 
merely  refer  to  the  tablets  marked  A  and  B,  pre- 
sentea  in  the  body  of  the  speech.  It  is  here  shown 
that.the  aggregate  loss  upon  agricultural  produc- 
tions, for  a  series  of  five  years,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tariff  of  1842,  was  $126,340,639. 
The  loss  on  cotton  alone  was  (89,661, 531;  the 
loss  on  tobacco  was  $16,786,197;  the  loss  on 
vegetable  ^od  was  $8,519,803;  tlie  loss  on  pro- 
visions and  animal  products  was  $4,373,108; 
the  loss  on  other  exports,  estimated  in  part, 
$7,000,000;  making  a  total  of  $126,340,639. 
Well,  sir,  if  an  individual  who  had  ordered  goods 
undfer  a  low  tariff,  and  introduced  these  ^oods 
under  a  hieh  tariff,  has  any  equitable  claim  before 
Congress  tor  rdief  for  the  dinerence  between  the 
amoimt  he  would  have  had  to  pay  under  the  one, 
and  actually  did  pay  under  the  oilier,  would  not 
the  agriculturists  nave  precisely  the  same  equitable 
demand  for  this  immense  difierence  between  the 
prices  they  would  have  received  imder  the  opera- 
tion of  one  tariff,  and  the  low  prices  they  actually 
received  under  the  operation  of  another  tariff.'  I 
think  no  one  can  deny  that.  But  tlie  legislation  of 
this  country,  so  far  as  is  presented  by  these  tables, 
seems  to  be  compensating  in  matters  of  sort.  Thus 
we  find  that,  under  the  tariff  of  1846,  which  was 
intended  to  do  justice  to  the  agricultural  interest, 
which  had  been  greatly  depressed  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  tariffof  1842,  the  prices  of  agricultural 
productions  were  brought  up;  and  upon  these 
same  productions,  for  another  period  of  nve  years, 
there  was  a  gain  by  the  rise  of  prices,  under  the 
tariff  of  1846,  to  the  amount  of  $148,486,274. 
So  the  fact  is,  if  an  equitable  settlement  of  ac- 
comits  is  desired  between  the  Government  and  its 
citizens  growing  out  of  its  revenue  system,  it  will 
be,  as  it  has  been,  most  easily  and  certainly  at- 
tained by  general  legislation.  Such  legislation,  I 
am  aware,  has  been  and  may  a^in  be  somewhat 
fluctuating,  but  in  the  long  run  it  will  be  as  nearly 
equitable  as  it  will  probably  be  in  our  power  to 
make  it.  No  such  legislation  as  this,  ttieirefore, 
is  required  to  do  justice  to  the  parties,  or  to  give 
them  equitable  relief.      In  the  view  presented. 


eeneral  l^;iBlation  seems  to  have  been  tofficiMit 
for  the  relief  of  the  agricultural  interest;  tad  lam 
for  leaving  the  settlement  of  accounu  between  the 
Government  and  merchants,  and  other  operatora 
in  the  same  modeand  measure  of  relief,  and  would 
withhold  special  legislation,  particularly  in  old 
cases  like  this,  the  precise  merits  of  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  very  clearly  showa  caa* 
not  be  asoertainM,  especially  at  so  long  a  period 
after  the  transaction  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  Pres^ent,  the  postioi 
taken  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  it,  that  tk 
petitioner  lias  lost^oney  by  the  operation  of  onr 
tariff  Uws.  If  the  principle  is  good,  I  think  it  vili 
apply  to  most  of  our  legislation .  1 1  is  next  to  in- 
possible  to  make  a  law  that  will  operate  equally 
upon  all  classes  and  all  indivkluals  in  the  cedntry, 
especially  when  you  interfere  with  the  profMrtyt^ 
the  country.  For  instance;  take  the  case  of  makij:^ 
roads.  You  set  up  a  railroad:  it  is  immedintely 
followed  by  the  dissolution  and  ruin  of  every  tun- 
pike  and  canal  that  comes  within  the  reach  of  ia 
influence;  and  in  this  way  thousands  are  nii»d. 
You  set  up  a  steam  factory,  and  those  who  mun- 
facture  by  water-power  may  be  ruined.  A  friend 
of  mine  purchased  on  the  south  side  of  th«  Ar- 
kansas river,  sixty  miles  of  hmd:  we  admitid 
Texas  into  the  Union,  and  he  was  a  miaed  naa 
It  is  impossible  to  lay  a  tax  which  does  not  op«me 
uneoually  upon  the  producers  of  the  country.  If 
you  lay  down  the  proposition ,  that,  whenever  yov 
taxation  operates  unequally,  you  are  to  cwnpoh 
sate  the  individual  whom  it  affects,  in  order  to  pot 
him  on  an  equality  with  all  other  citizens;  then  it 
is  impossible  for  you  to  lay  a  tax,  without  harin; 
brought  before  you  fbr  legislation,  a  lar^e  class «f 
claimants  exactly  like  this  case  which  the  Senaior 
from  New  York  has  brought  forward .  I  f  you  Uy 
a  tax  upon  any  particular  production,  you  moit 
affect  those  engaged  in  it,  and  must  operate  m 
tliem  injuriously.  Thus,  if  the  principle  wfcidi 
the  Senator  from  New  York  contends  fbr,  be  w- 
rect,  not  only  in  this  instance,  but  in  ahnostetery 
other  instance  in  which  we  legislate,  affecdog  tie 
material  interests  of  the  country,  and  especially  all 
its  taxation,  must  necessarily  be  followed  with  a 
flood  of  petitions,  to  produce  what  be  cdla  eqnij 
under  the  legislation  of  Congress.  The  piinapfc 
upon  which  legisJation  always  takes  place  i«  Ubp 
The  Legislature  endeavors  to  legislate  for  the  good 
of  the  great  bulk  and  majority  of  the  people;  and, 
although  evil  must  necessarily  be  done  to  a  porw» 
of  the  citizens,  yet,  inasmuch  as  greater  good » 
done  to  the  greater  part,  the  law  goes  intoefleci; 
and,  consequently,  in  all  the  legislation  affefOK 
the  material  interests  of  the  country,  it  nerer  has 
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by  tne  opei-^^..  ^.  ^^ —  .....—  ^ 
broad  proposition  is  not  applicable  simply  tow 
tariff,  but  to  all  the  legislauon  of  Cong««;  wj 
the  application  which  the  Senator  from  New  Y«t 
has  supported,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  fail- 

Mr.  ^MITH.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuas  ^ 
merits  of  this  bUl  at  any  length.  It  bhjm  to  mc, 
however,  to  be  an  extraordinary  case,  and  one  » 
which  we  can  grant  reUef  without  the  violation  or 
any  principle.  It  is  totally  impossible  to  naje « 
change  in  the  revenue  laws  of  a  <»"n*TJ^ 
producing  some  degree  of  inequality  id  "**  JP^ 
tion  of  those  hiws,  and  without  doing  some  (ij^ 
of  injustice  to  this  man  or  the  other,  in  "J* 
cases  it  would  be  totally  impossible  to  nacawn 
whether  the  party  ^ho  presents  a  claim  m  w^ 
kind  had  sustained  any  serious  damage  or  inji^- 
Considerations,  such  as  were  adverti^  ^.r^^l 
honorable  friend  IVom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ukw 
WOOD,)  wouJd  come  into  view,  and  it  ^^^ 
necessary  to  have  regard  to  them  in  <>**'. ^^^ 
And  in  many  cases,  if  we  could  '•T  Jf*^,^,u 
had  been  some  d»ee  of  injury  sustained,  it  wou 

be  very  difficalt  to  ascertam  the  ftiH  ^l^^ 
injury,  or  determine  what  shooM  be  the  mewu 
of  relief.  president, 

Here  is  an  extraordinary  case,  wr.  '^•^1^^ 
in  which  Congress,  without  P'^^^f^^!^}^ 
notice,  or  what  may  be  termed  an  «°W"^  j,g  if 
in  point  of  time,  passes  a  hiw  wbicii  JJ"  i^jj^ 
juiious  to  the  citizen  as  though  no  ^^^Zf  and 
were  given.  Congress  imposes  ''^  ^^'jooA 
without  available  notice  to  the  JTU^*  pj^ation, 
enormous  duties — duties  which ,  by  "^^^^^ts^ 
will  take  out  of  the  pockeU  o^***f^PM^iflffl^ 
thousand  dollars.    Sow. /iHnle  I  ^^  "*^ 
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poae  in  a  doubtful  or  ordinary  ease,  yet  when  we 
bare  presented  to  ua  a  ease  of  this  charaicter, 
where  nearty  a  hundred  per  cent,  in  r^fard  to 
some  Tirtictos,  and  more  than  a  hundred  per  cent, 
in  regard  to  others,  is  suddenly  imposed,  th€party 
liaTing  had  no  avdlable  notice,  it  aoes  appear  that 
the  party  is  fairly  entitled  to  come  to  Congress  for 
redress.     Nor  do  I  think  that  the  suggestion  of 
tke  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UNDsawooD]  is 
entitled  to  any  great  weight  when  he  says  that  the 
toiporter  might  have  added  the  duty  to  tne  price  of 
jlie  articles;  for  even  8up{>08e  he  (ud  so,  those  ar- 
ticles mi^t  remain  on  his  hands  unsold.    The 
mere  «d£tion  of  the  duties  to  the  original  prices  of 
the  goods  would  not  make  them  maiicetable.  The 
party  must  sell  according  to  the  market  price,  and 
that  price  wiH  unquestionably  be  regulated  by  the 
idations    of   demand  and    suf^ly,  which  will 
agaiD  be  affected  in  their  turn  by  the  operations  of 
a  tariff  as  it  may  be  increased  or  diminished. 
Here  the  market  was  made  under  a  low  duty,  and 
without  any  notice,  while  in  this  case,  before  the 
|utica  eouid  receive  their  goods,  the  law  was  so 
changed,  and  such  an  exorbitant  duty  imposed 
u  to  amount  almost  to  a  confiscation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  importer. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  merits  of  this  bill  at  any 
considerable  lengui,  but  chiefly  to  make  an  expla- 
nation in  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1842,  for  which  I 
voted,  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
lives,  as  well  as  many  other  gentlemen  who  are 
BOW  members  of  the  Senate.    Ordinarily,  it  will 
be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  revenue  bills  should 
he  prospective;  that  a  considerable  period  of  time 
•hould  uo^tervene  between  the  passage  of  the  law 
and  the  period  at  which  it  is  to  come  into  opera- 
ibo,  in  order  ^t  sufficient  notice  may  be  given 
10  the  mercantile  community.    I  know  that  the 
tariff  of  1843  was  paraed  without  any  such  pro- 
T»ton,  aiMi  of  course  it  took  effect  immediately  on 
being  approved  by  the  President.    And,  sir,  the 
icason  of^  that  may  be  found  in  what  is  ordinarily 
denominated  the  compromise  tariff—- that  of  the 
ttof  March,  18S3.    By  the  first  seetion  of  that 
^,  provision  is  made  tor  the  gradual  reduction 
of  duties  in  all  cases  where  they  exceeded  twenty 
per  eent.  of  the  invoiced  value  of  the  goods.    Ten 
perceot.  was  to  come  off  biennially  from  all  arti- 
«lis  on  which  a  high  duty  was  imposed,  imtil  all 
doties  should  be  brought  down  to  an  ad  valorem 
of  twenty  per  cent.    I  will  not  say  a  word,  sir,  in 
regard  to  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  such  a  law;  but 
by  it  everything  was  to  be  Drought  down  to  the 
dead  level  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  ro/orem.    Then, 
sir,  comes  the  third  section  of  this  law,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Sbc.  3.  Jind  kt  U  furiker  enaeUdf  That  until  Ae  tbir> 
tieib  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  the  dutlei  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  modified  by 
this  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected.  And 
ftwa  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  all  dulits  upon  im- 
shall  be  collected  in  ready  mone^,and  all  credits  now 


attowed  by  law  in  tlie  payment  or  duties,  shall  be  and  are 

hereby  abolished ;  and  Huch  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  pur- 

poee  of  raising  such  revenue  as  may  be  necessary  to  an 

ecvnonteal  administration  of  Oovemment ;  and  from  and 

after  tlie  day  last  afiveaaid  the  duties  required  to  bo  paid  by 

law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  ^hall  be  assessed 

upon  the  value  tliereof  at  the  port  where  the  same  shall  be 

entered,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 

Itv. 

So  that  by  this  seetion  of  the  act  of  the  ^  of 
March,  1833,  there  is  a  general  provision  that  the 
existing  taws  shall  remain  in  force  imtil  the  time 
spedfied.    It  then  goes  on  in  words  of  the  future 
tense,  and  provides  what  shall  be  the  character  of 
the  subsequent  legislation  of  Congress.    Now,  I 
Inov  that  it  was  considered  exceraingly  doubtful 
vhedier  there  was  any  existing  law  tnat  would 
authorize  the  collection  of  one  penny  of  duty. 
The  then  existing  Administration,  however,  de- 
<ided,  that  upon  a  proper  construction  of  the  law 
the  Government  was  entitled  to  collect  twenty  per 
««nt.,  and  no  more.    But  this  was  regarded  oy 
members  of  Congress  as  bein^  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful—so doubtfol,  indeed,  that  it  was  carried  to  the 
Supreme  Court;  and  that  court  decided  that  the 
construction  which  was  given  to  the  law  by  the 
Administration  was  the  true  and  proper  construc- 
tion, and  that  under  the  provistons  of  the  law  the 
Ooremment  was  entitled  to  take  twenty  per  cent. 
Now,  the  law  of  1643  was  passed  in  suon  a  form 
ss  to  take  effect  immediately  upon  its  enactment, 
and  this,  simply  on  accotrat  of  the  doubts  and  em- 
burassments  of  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  in  regard  to  the  then  existing  state  of 


the  revenue  laws  of  the  country,  and  was  not  wan- 
tonly passed  in  a  manner  to  entrap  and  ensnare 
the  commercial  community,  or  to  impose  upon 
them  burdens  which  ought  not  to  be  imposed  upon 
them  without  due  notice. 

Mr.  PresideAt,  I  will  not  dwelP  further  upon 
this  subject,  regarding  the  case  as  very  extraor- 
dinary—one, in  point  of  fact,  amounting  almost 
substantially  to  a  confiscation  of  the  property  of 
this  party  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
and  entertaining  this  view  of  it  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  I  have  voted  against  meas- 
ures of  this  kind  befbre,  and  I  have  done  so  on 
principle.  The  act  of  IB42  went  into  immediate 
operation.  There  were  all  the  iron  establishments 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States  of  the  Union, 
with  a  protective  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent., 
|md  with  a,  \aree  quantity  of  iron  on  hand 

Mr.  COOPER.  The  duty  was  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  ton. 

Mr.  DAWSON.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania informs  me  that  the  duty  was  not  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  value,  but  tw'^mty-five  dollars 
on  the  ton;  and  now,  I  believe,  it  is  reduced  to 
seven  dollsrs  on  the  ton.  The  operation  of  that 
tariff'  by  which  this  was  done,  was  destructive  to 
that  interest  everywhere  within  onr  limits.  They 
lost  immensely  by  it.  Many  of  the  largest  fur- 
naces were  closed,  and  their  proprietors  ruined. 
And  what,  sir,  was  the  occasion  of  it  ?  What  but 
theoperation  of  our  legislation  here  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  ?  If  this  bill  is  to  pass  on  what 
is  here  called  a  principle  of  equity,  would  we  not 
be  compelled  to  go  to  the  relin  or  those  who  have 
investea  their  capital  under  the  laws,  and  who,  by 
their  sudden  change,  have  sustained  ruinous  losses  ? 
Why  should  we  interfere  in  favor  of  the  merchant 
nd  not  in  favor  of  the  mairafacturer  ?  I  am  like 
ae  Sen  ator  from  Vii^nia,  [Mr.  Huhtkh,]  who 
hs  told  us  that  he  thinks  we  cannot  go  properly 
into  such  a  measure  as  this.  If  we  undertake  to 
open  a  court  of  equity  here  on  such  a  principle  as 
is  implied  in  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  the  loose 
character  of  our  legislation,  I  do  not  think  that 
this  GK>vemment  could  meet  the  claims  whicli 
would  be  brought  against  it.  The  friends  of  high 
tariffs  usually  pass  these  tariflf  laws  for  the  benefit 
of  particular  interests.  By  changes  from  these 
hign  tariflfs,  these  interests  are  subjected  to  loss, 
sometimes  to  ruin — the  manufacturing  and  agri- 
cultural more  than  any  other — and  if  parties  ar6  to 
be  compensated  for  losses  accruing  under  these 
changes,  then  the  agriculturist  and  the  manufac- 
turer should  be  compensated,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, we  know  that  these  losses  are  immense. 
I  merely  make  this  comparison  with  the  view  of 
showing  that  I  am  unwilling  to  vote  for  the  bill  in 
consequence  of  the  enormous  principle  it  involves, 
and  to  give  us  caution  hereafter  in  our  legislation 
to  give  sufficient  time  whenever  we  undertake  to 
alter  a  tariff",  so  that  no  injustice  may  be  worked 
which  can  be  avoided.  It  is  said  that  this  is  usu- 
ally done.    True,  it  is;  but  it  was  not  done  hi  1813. 

Now,  to  show  the  difference  between  the  cases 
of  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  in  these  cases 
of  sudden  changes  of  a  tariff",  it  should  be  remem- 
ber^ that  the  latter  has  to  invest  an  immense 
capital  in  buildings  and  machinery  for  carrying  on 
many  businesses  which  may  be  ruined  any  day 
by  a  change  in  the  tarifif.  His  business  is  thus  de- 
stroyed, his  machinery  and  buildings  become 
worthless  in  consequence,  and  thus  his  whole  cap- 
ital may  be  irrecoverably  gone.  Widely  dififerent 
is  it  with  the  merchant,  whose  market  is  only 
changed  or  modified,  and  who  is  seldom  confined 
in  his  business  to  one  particular  kind  of  article 
which  may  thus  be  affected.  While,  therefore,  I 
would  desire  to  vot«  in  every  case  where  equity  is 
the  foundation,  I  cannot  do  so  in  this  case.  I  can- 
not vote  for  this  bill  unless  the  principle  involved 
in  it  is  to  be  extended  to  every  interest  which  has 
been  affected  by  these  changes;  and  to  do  so  would 
be  ruinous  to  the  treasury  of  the  wealthiest  coun- 
try under  the  sun. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia will  withdraw  that  motion. 

A  Senator.    The  motion  is  not  delmtable. 
.   The  PRESIDENT.    The  Senator  is  wrong. 
The  motion  is  debatable. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  but  a  word  more  to 
my,  and  that  is,  that  any  one  can  see  that  to  make 


revenue  acts  prospective,  is  not  only  equitable  but 
just;  and  that  when  they  are  not  prospective  they 
operate  as  a  surprise;  and  when  uii  act  has  been 
passed  wBich  is  not  prospective  it  produces  a  sur- 
prise. It  may  be  vmdicated,  perhaps,  upon  the 
ground  of  necessity.  The  act  of  18453,  then ,  is  not 
applicable  to  the  present  case,  because  there  was^ 
no  necessity  forttiisactto  take  effect  immediately, 
and  so  as  to  confiscate  the  property  of  merchants 
which  had  been  contracted  <  for  in  England  a  few 
months  before.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say 
that  another  act  was  passed  which  was  made  to 
take  effect  immediately,  and  produced  similar  re- 
sults. 

And  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  die  claim 
is  made,  so  tar  as  it  goes  to  show  that  other  arts 
have  operated  in  a  similar  manner  upon  other  in- 
terests t)f  society,  I  submit  that  tliat  is  no  answei^. 
It  may  be,  possibly,  that  we  cannot  reach  the  cases 
of  the  oppressive  operation  of  a  change  of  revenue 
laws;  it  is  enough  if  we  can  reach  this.  As  I  have 
said,  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1826,  without  giving 
any  notice  before  it  went  into  operation,  was  unne- 
cessary, and  it  operated  as  a  surprise. 

Mr.  COOPER.  If  this  were  a  hypothetical 
case,  a  doubtful  case  as  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  importing  merchant,  I  certainly  should  not 
vote  for  it.  But  I  think  the  case  presented  by 
this  bill  is  very  different  from  the  cases  which  have 
been,  or  seem  to  have  been,  rege^rded  as  analogous 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hunter]  and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  Borland.] 

The  increase  of  duties  by  Congress  on  foreign 
soods  is  to  benefit  immediately  the  merchant,  and 
for  a  very  obvious  reason.  I  do  not  pretend  now, 
sir,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question, 
whether  the  mercantile  classes  of  the  community 
are  benefited  by  high  duties,  or  by  duties  ordinary 
in  their  amount  and  character  upon  imported 
goods;  but  I  say  the  immediate  effect  of  an  in- 
crease of  duties  is  to  benefit  the  merchant,  and  for 
an  obvious  reason.  The  goods  which  the  mer- 
chant has  on  hand  at  the  time 

[The  honorable  Senator  was,  at  this  point  in  his 
remarks,  suddenly  seized  with  vertigo,  and  was 
compelled  to  take  his  seat.] 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COOPEIR.  I  will  not  now  proceed.  I  am 
not  able. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  move  that  the  Question  be 
postponed,  in  order  to  give  the  honoraole  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  an  opportunity  to  present  his 
views  on  another  occasic^n. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  an  in- 
definite  postponement. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  withdraw  that  motion  of 
course,  if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  desires 
it.    I  will  agree  that  it  shall  be  laid  over  informally . 

The  PRESIDENT.  To  move  to  postpone  it 
will  be  the  same  thinff. 

Mr.  HUNTER.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Friday 
next. 

[Mr.  Cooper  retired  from  the  Senate  Clmmber, 
but  in  a  few  moments  returned  to  his  seat,  and 
remained  in  attendance  during  the  day.] 

RALEIGH  AND  GASTON  RAILROAD  CO. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  is  a  bill  which  was  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Finance 'somethin^: 
like  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  since,  which  i  hope 
the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  taking  up  for  con- 
sideration at  the  present  time.  It  is  a  bill  to  give 
a  credit  to  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  Com- 
pany on  the  payment  of  duties  on  their  iron.  I 
mention  as  a  reason  for  taking  up  the  bill  now, 
that  it  IS  to  give  relief  to  this  company  by  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  payment  ot  duties  on  iron 
imported  by  that  company,  and  because  it  is  a 
bill  which  differs  from  every  other  which  is  to 
come  before  us.  The  iron  is  already  ordered,  and 
if  the  bill  is  to  pass  at  all,  so  as  to  afford  them  ajiy 
relief,  it  must  pass  immediately.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  agree  to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  its  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  authorized  and  directed  to  extend  the  time 
of  the  payment  of  duties  upon  all  iron  rails  no\i^ 
or  hereafter  to  be  imported  by  said  company  fof 


606 


THE  CONGRRSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  20, 


their  use,  so  as  to  make  the  duties  payable  in  four 
equal  annual  installments,  said  installments  to  be 
reserved  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  use  of 
the  Treasury,  out  of  any  moneys  which  may  be 
due  said  company  for  mail  service  to  be  performed 
by  them.  It  provides,  further,  that  before  the  de- 
livery of  any  portion  of  the  iron  rails,  the  payments 
so  deferred  snail  be  secured  by  the  bonds  of  the 
company,  with  ^od  personal  security  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  United  States  district  judge  for 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  such  authority, 
given  in  writing,  to  secure  the  reservation  and  pay- 
ment by  the  Post  Office  Department,  as  may  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  pro- 
vided ,  that  this  act  shall  extend  only  to  iron  alread  y 
'  imported,  or  to  be  imported  within  two  years  from 
its  passage. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  feel  bound  to  say,«in  rela- 
tion to  that  bill,  that  if  there  were  any  bill  for  which 
I  would  vote,  either  to  extend  the  time  for  thejMiy- 
ment  of  duties,  or  to  remit  them,  it  would  be  pre- 
cisely such  a  case  as  has  been  presented.  But  as 
i»  has  been  my  habit  to  vote  to  keep  the  tariff*  of 
1846  inviolate,  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

SAMUEL  BRAT. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  will  be  recollected  by  you, 
Mr.  President,  that  some  time  since  I  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  Senate,  numerously  signed  by  the 
citizens  of  Apalathicola,  in  Florida,  asking  that 
relief  may  be  afforded  to  Samuel  Bray,  the  keeper 
of  the  light-house  at  Dog  Island,  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  him  in  iei  tempest  on  that  coast,  in  the 
summer  of  1851.  That  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  with  commend- 
able promptness  they  have  reported  a  bill  for  his 
relief  for  losses-^I  say  for  losses,  I  ought  to  say 
pecuniary  losses,  for  some  of  his  losses  were 
oeyond  the  relief  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  That  committee  has  promptly  reported  a 
bill,  affording  him  a  small  pecuniary  relief.  He  is 
now  in  a  destitute  and  distressed  situation;  and  if 
relief  is  to  be  afforded  him,  it  should  be  done  im- 
mediately. I  ask,  therefore,  that  1  may  trespass  on 
the  kindness  of  the  Senate  so  far  as  to  have  this 
bill  considered  now. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  I  hope  we  shall  proceed  with 
the  Calendar.  There  are  other  cases  as  important 
as  that  mentioned  by  the  Senator,  which  we  should 
take  up;  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  thus  mixing 
up  the  business  of  this  body.  We  have  a  Calendar, 
where  these  cases  stand  in  their  order,  and  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  adhere  to  the  Calendar,  and  not^ 
take  up  bustness  out  of  its  order. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  not  agreed  to. 

IRA  DAT. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  bill  in  order  is 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day,  of  Vermont.  It 
has  been  read  twice,  and  is  now  before  the  Senate 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Delaware  [Mr.  Batard]  desired  to  speak  on  that 
question,  and  as  he  is  now  absent,  I  move  that  its 
consideration  be  postponed  till  next  Friday.    . 

Mr.  UPHAM.  This  bill  was  postponed  kst 
Friday  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware;  but  If  it  can  be  ascertained  that  the  bill 
ean  be  settled  next  Friday,  I  am  willing  it  should 
be  passed  ovsr. 

The  billmras  accordingly  passed  over  inform- 
ally. 

MRS.  E.  A.  MCNEILL. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  next  bill  in  order  is 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  McNeill,  widow 
of  the  late  General  John  McNeill,  and  is  now  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Is  there  any  report  accpm- 
panyin?  that  bill? 

The  PRESIDENT.    There  is  rfo  report. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  will  state  that  I  reported 
that  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  There 
is  no  wriuen  report  in  the  case.  We  did  not  make 
a  report,  because  we  considered  the  case  so  plain, 
and  one  in  which  most  of  the  facts  were  known 
to  the  Senate  and  the  country,  that  a  very  little 
sxplanaiion  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Sen- 
ate of  its  merits.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  Qenenu  John  McNeill,  a  very 
gallant  officer  in  our  Army,  what  we  consider  ar- 
rears of  a  pensioa.  GFensraJ  McNeill  was  severe-  I 


ly  wounded,  and  lost  his  leg;  but  he  continued  in 
the  service  a  certain  length  of  time,  and  then  re- 
sij^ned  his  commission  in  the  Army.  He  received 
his  pension  from  the  time  he  resigned  his  commis- 
sion, although  he  believed  all  the  while  that  he 
was  entided,  and  as  we  think  clearly  entitled,  to  a 
pension  from  the  time  of  receiving  the  wound  by 
which  he  lost  his  limb.  Since  his  oeath ,  his  widow 
applies  ^r  the  arrears  of  a  pension,  due  from  the 
time  he  was  wounded  up  to  the  time  he  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  Army.  It  is  but  to  pay 
arrears  from  the  time  he  lost  his  leg  up  to  the  time 
be  left  the  Army. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  blank  in 
the  bill  was  filled  with  the  word  **  thirty,"  so  as 
to  make  the  bill  read  *'  thirty  dollars  per  month." 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  should  like  to  know  why 
the  committee  put  in  the  time  so  as  to  extend  back 
to  1813?  This  gentleman  was  in  the  service  till 
within  a  year  or  two. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  the  Senator  had  listeaed 
to  my  remarks,  I  think  he  would  have  understood 
the  reason.  It  is  to  pay  arrears  of  a  pension  from 
the  time  he  lost  his  leg  till  the  time  he  resigned  his 
commission  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  be^  to  say  he  never  lost  a 
le^.  He  was  wounded  m  the  knee.  He  had  a 
stiff*  knee;  but  he  had  as  many  legs  to  be  buried 
with  as  he  was  born  with.  1  do  not  know  why 
we  should  go  back.    He  never  asked  it.  • 

Mr.  BORLAND.  He  did  consider  himself  en- 
titled to  a  pension  from  the  time  he  was  wounded 
till  he  resigned.  He  did  not  get  it.  He  was  put 
upon  the  roll  only  from  the  time  he  led  the  Army. 
But  he  always  considered  and  asserted  his  right  ts 
be  put  upon  the  pension  roll,  and  his  widow  now 
reasserts  that  right. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  do  not  intend  to  oppose 
this  bill.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  war  upon  the 
widow  of  a  gallant  officer,  but  I  would  like  to 
know  what  was  the  grade  of  Qeneral  McNeill 
while  in  the  Army. 

Mr.  NORRIS.    He  was  a  mijor. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  At  the  time  he  left  the  Army 
what  was  his  grade? 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin.    That  of  a  colo- 
*nel. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  He  then  received  his  full 
pay  as  an  officer,  of  the  grade  he  held  in  the  Army, 
up  to  the  time  he  resigned;  and  from  that  time  for- 
ward he  received  his  full  pension.  Now,  this  is 
an  additional  amount  of  pay;  not  an  arrearage  of 
a  pension,  but  an  increase  of  pay  while  an  officer 
in  the  Army.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  it 
as  a  speceicu  case,  but  to  adopt  such  a  principle  as 
a  general  rule,  it  strikes  me  would  make  a  very 
firreat  inroad  into  the  public  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  an  amount  of  millions  perhaps.  I  want 
it  clearly  understood  that  I  vote  for  this  case  as 
being  a  special  case,  and  without  reference  to  any 
principle  whatever.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  NORRIS  said:  If  this  is  a  special  case, 
there  have  been  other  special  cases  before.  But  I 
contend  it  is  not  a  special  case.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  this  bill  would  have  passed  without  objection. 
Having  introduced  it  into  the  Senate,  it  becomes 
my  duty,  under  the  circumstances,  to  give  some 
further  explanation  of  this  bill,  and  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  think  it  ou^ht  to  pass.  In 
doing  this,  sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
a  detailed  account  of  the  services  of  Qeneral  Mc- 
Neill. A  very  brief  summary  will  show  the  true 
grounds  upon  which  this  bill  stands. 

That  he  was  a  brave,  distinguished,  and  skill- 
ful officer — that  he  received  permanent  and  severe 
disabilities  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  in  the 
public  service— is  well  known  to  every  Senator 
here.  That  he  suffered  severely  and  almost  con- 
stantly from  these  injuries,  from  the  time  of  their 
reception  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  is  equally 
well  known  to  every  person  who  had  intercourse 
with  him. 

Sir,  General  McNeill  entered  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  March,  1812,  as  a  captain  of  the 
llth  infantry — a  regiment  constituting  a  part  of 
the  forces  raised  under  the  act  of  the  preceding 
January.  So  meritorious  was  his  conduct  as  an 
officer,  that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major 
in  August,  1813.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
state  to  the  Senate,  here,  that  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  advance-rank  with  singular  abilitieS| 
with  distinguished  credit  to  himself,  and  honor  to 
the  country.  On  the  5th  of  July,  1814,  his  regi- 
Aent  Qoaaatuted  a  portion  of  the  forces  engaged 


in  the  battle  of  Chippewa.  After  the  (aU  of  iht 
gallant  Colonel  Campbell — eariy  in  that  contest— 
the  command  of  that  re^ment  devolved  upoo 
General  McNeill;  and  such  was  his  bravery  and 
military  skill  and  daring  courage  on  that  oceaaioQ 
as  to  receive  the  applause  and 'approbation  of  bU 
his  distinguished  compeers  in  arms,  and  for  theK 
distinguished  and  gallant  services  on  that  occsatoo 
he  received  the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  cobneL 
Now,  sir,  only  twenty  days  after^-on  the  2Sih  of 
the  same  month— «  day  which  shed  so  much  r^ 
nown  upon  American  valor  and  American  ann»- 
he  led  the  same  regiment  to  the  bloody  tod 
triumphant  battle  of  Bridgewater.  It  was  here, 
in  the  heat  of  the  contest,  while  at  the  h«ul  of  ibc 
column,  ui^ing  it  on  by  his  example  and  by  hit 
voice,  in  the  face  of  a  moat  galling  and  destracttve 
fire  from  the  enemy's  battery,  tlut  he  was itnidc 
in  the  ri^ht  knee  by  a  cannon  shot,  shattering  ud 
riding  it  in  the  most  terrible  manner,  and  nearij 
severing  the  limb.  From  the  effects  of  that  wotui 
General  McNeill  never  recovered.  True,  be  dii 
not  lose  his  limb,  as  my  friend  from  ArkaniH 
[Mr.  Bosland]  supposes;  but  the  knee  wsiru- 
dered  ever  afterwards  entirdy  stiff*;  and  such  vu 
the  shattered  and  broken  condition  of  tbe  link 
that  it  was  ever  afterwards  subject  to  a  neunl^ 
affection,  pervading  the  whole  system  with  tbe 
most  excruciating  suffering,  and  which  finally  on- 
dermined  and  daMroyed  his  once  herculean  cob- 
stitution.  For  his  gallant  and  distinguished  cos* 
duct  in  this  battle  he  was  breveted  a  a»loBe). 

Sir,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  such  were  the  ds* 
tinguished  merits  and  skill  of  General  McNei 
that,  notwithstanding  his  injuries,  he  was  retaioej 
upon  the  peace  establishment  as  major  of  the5(k 
regiment.  In  1818  he  was  advanced  to  the  ruk 
of  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  1st  infantry.  A^ 
sir,  in  1823,  when  in  command  of  tke  post  ai 
Chicago,  while  leading  a  detachment  of  hia  wa 
to  the  relief  of  a  veMd  in  distress— haTiof  os 
board  supplies  for  his  troop8---he  was  aevereiy  in- 
jured in  the  right  arm,  rendering  that  limb  almost 
entirely  stiff*  and  greatly  impairing  its  use.  li 
1824  he  was  breveted  a  brigaaiergafieral  foriaiiii- 
ftil  service.  In  1826  he  was  still  further  promoted 
to  the  advanced  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army,  h 
1830,  on  the  23d  of  April,  he  resided  hiscofflous- 
sion  in  .the  army;  his  constituuon  having  bea 
broken  down  and  his  bealth  impaired  by  reaiofl  <d 
severe  suffTerings  from  injuries  received  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  From  that  time  he  has  received  a  peo- 
sion  from  the  (Government  for  ftiU  disability.  And, 
sir,  I  would  here  state  that  in  1815,  as  soon  as  th« 
nature  of  his  wounds  'would  permit,  he  aiiplied  lo 
the  War  Department  to  be  placed  upon  the  roll  of 
invalid  pensioners  of  th«  United  States,  under  tfai 
contract  that  he  alleged  he  had  made  with  the 
Government  when  he  entered  its  service.  He 
made  also  an  application  in  1819.  Upon  both  oc- 
casions his  application  was  refused.  And  vhr, 
sir?  Was  it  because  he  had  not  been  aeiww; 
and  permanently  disabled  while  in  the  line  of  h* 
duty  in  the  public  service  .'  No,  sir;  for  thai »« 
apparent  to  all.  But  he  was  told  that  the  Witr 
Department  had  made  a  rule  that  no  officer,  wbiK 
he  retained  his  commission  in  the  annyi  «ho^' 
be  placed  upon  the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners.  Jo 
that  act,  and  against  that  decision,  Genera!  .M^ 
Neill  then,  ana  ever  afterwards,  protested.  d« 
claimed  that  under  the  law  of  1812  be  had  a  r^^ 
to  be  placed  upon  the4)ension  roll  of  the  Uww 
States  from  July,  1814.  ^ 

Sir,  I  have  made  this  brief  and  true  itatemwj 
of  facts  to  show  the  ground  upon  which  this  w" 
rests.  This  bill  proposes  to  give  arrears  of  p«* 
sion  thus  claimed  by  General  McNeill  in  ham- 
time  to  his  aged  widow,  who  is  now  in  •^'"P^ 
circumstances,  who  for  thirty-five  years  ^»*f** 
over  and  cared  for  the  veteran  with  that  aooUi^ 
attention  and  care  which  no  other  hand  couJd  w- 
minister.  Sir,  I  will  not  invoke  the  «7fflP?""7f 
of  the  Senate— I  never  did  such  a  thing;  b«i  " 
there  ever  was  a  bill  in  which  such  f^^^^^r^ 
be  justified,  this  is  one.  But,  air.  I  place  this  wu 
upon  the  ground  of  his  1^  righu,  upon  ije 
broad  principle  of  the  equity  and  juaucc  w  "/ 
case;  and  if  I  do  not  show  the  Senate  tha»  he  u 
entiUed  to  the  pension,  I  will  allow  the  wU  lo  tW; 
so  far  as  I  am  cx>ncerned.  Sir,  whiU  waa  the  cn» 
tract  under  which  General  McNeill  eniereu  u> 

Th^  14th  secUon  of  the  act  of  the  Hiho^ 
uary  provides  "  that  if  any  otfoer,  nan-cooow 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


607 


•ioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  shall  be  dis- 
abled by  wounds  or  otherwise  while  in  the  line  of 
his  duty,  he  shall  be  placed  upon  the  roll  of  inva- 
lid  pensioners  of  the  united  States.**  That  is  the 
whole  of  it;  that  was  the  contract  under  which 
General  McNeill  entered  the  army.  Sir,  this 
act  was  passed  in  anticipation  of  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  It  was  published  to  the  whole  country 
by  authority  of  Conmss.    And  for  what  pur> 

re  was  it  published?  It  was  published  to  in- 
\e  brave  and  patriotic  citizens  all  over  the  land 
to  enrol!  themselves  in  our  army.  It  was  in  view 
of  the  provisions  of  that  act — in  view  of  the  boun- 
ties ana  promises  therein  set  forth,  that  thousands 
of  brave  men  rushed  to  their  country's  standard, 
■nd  among  them  General  McNeill,  there  to  brave 
the  dauffers  of  war,  and  even  death  itself,  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights  and  honor.  How 
did  they  understand  this  act?  How  did  they  un- 
derstand this  language?  Why,  as  every  other 
unsophisticated  and  sensible  man  would  under- 
stancl  it.  They  understood  it  to  mean  what  it 
said — nothing  more  and  nothing  leas.  The  lan- 
raage  is  plain,  direct,  and  imperative.  The  con- 
diiioos  upon  which  the  disabled  soldier  was  to  be 
placed  upon  the  invalid  pension  Ust  were  plain 
and  unmistakably  set  forth.  The  claimant  must 
be  an  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private;  and  must  have  been  disabled,  and  that 
disability  must  have  been  inflicted  while  in  the 
line  of  his  duty  in  the  public  service.  That  was 
all— all  the  conditions  precedent;  and  I  maintain 
that  when  they  concur  in  behalf  of  the  soldier, 
that  his  claim  to  be  placed  upon  the  pension  roll 
of  the  United  States  is  complete.  It  becomes  an 
absolute  right,  a  vested  right,  and  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  absolve  itself  from  performing  its 
part  of  the  contract  without  a  gross  violation  of 
the  rules  of  justice  and  plighted  faith. 

Sir,  I  mamtain — and  with  great  confidence  be- 
fore this  body — that  the  only  legitimate  inquiry 
"here  is,  does  the  claimant  come   ¥nthin  the  de- 
scription ofpersons  named  in  the  14th  section  of 
that  aet  ?    Was  he  an  officer  ?    Was  he  disabled  ? 
Was  he  so  disabled  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty— 
whiie  in  the  public  senrice?    If  we  have  a  right  to 
go  further  than  this,  and  place  constructions  and 
raise  implications  upon  a  law  nowhere  suggested 
in  the  law  itself,  so  as  to  make  the  right  to  be 
placed  upon  the  pension  roll  dependent  upon  em- 
pbyment,  profession,  or  occupation,  whether  the 
tkimant  be  in  the  army  or  out  of  the  army,  where 
will  you  stop  ?    What  limits  are  there  to  aJl  sorts 
^  construcuons  and  implications  which  the  Gh>v- 
emment  may  see  fit  to  raise  in  regard  to  their  con- 
tracts ?    None,  sir;  none  at  alL 

Sir,  I  maintain — it  having  been  estabh'shed  that 
QeneFal  McNeill  was  wounded  while  in  the  line 
of  his  duty  in  the  public  service — that  it  is  a  breach 
of  the  plighted  faith  of  this  Government  to  say  to 
him,  ••Why,  your  right  to  a  pension  is  notsecure; 
it  depends  upon  your  profession,  whether  it  be 
arms  or  civil  life. '^    Sir-,  whence  did  such  a  con- 
ttniction  arise?    It. has  arisen,  as  I  have  suggest- 
ed, from  the  rule  in  the  War  Department  declar- 
ing, (•  that  no  officer,so  long  as  he  remains  in  the 
army,  shall  be  placed  tipon  me  pension  roll  of  the 
United  States.''    Sir-,  what  is  a  disability,  if  that 
ii  a  test?    Why,  by  the  provisions  of  that  rule  a 
disability  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  this:  It  is 
no  matter  4iaw  severely  an  officer  may  be  wounded 
or  disabled  while  fightmg  the  battles  of  his  coun- 
try— nontatier  if  li^  has  lost  an  arm,  a  leg,  or  an 
eye — no  matter,  though  literally  riddled  from  head 
to  foot,  if  he  only  survives— yet  his  right  to  a  pen- 
non does  not  accrue  to  him.    He  must  resien  his 
commission  in  the  army  in  order  to  make  him  a 
diaabled  man  1 

Now,  sir,  I  am  curious  to  know  by  what  sys- 
tem of  logic  or  process  of  reasoning  a  proposition 
io  monstrous  as  that,  so  unnatural  in  its  character, 
can  be  established  ?  Am  I  told — for  this  is  the 
only  argument  upon  the  other  side — am  I  told  that 
10  long  as  a  man  remains  in  the  army  he  receives 
all  his  pay  as  an  Officer,  and  thereby  is  enabled  to 
obtain  a  livelihood,  although  disabled,  but  so  soon 
aa  he  resigns  his  commission  he  is  unable  to  do 
BO?  Sir,  this  is  presumption  altogether — that  an 
officer  is  not  enabled  to  gain  a  livelihood,  although 
diaabled  and  out  of  the  army. 

No  doubt,  sir,  that  this  law  did  contemplate  a 
penaion  in  the  view  that  a  disability  would  detract 
fn>m  the  ability  of  an  invalid  to  gam  a  livelihood, 
"^me;  but  did  it  contemplate  anything  more?    Is 


that  all  that  it  contemplates  ?  Are  stiffened  joints 
and  shattered  limbs  nothing?  Is  adecrepidand 
deformed  frame  nothing?  Are  severe  sufferings 
and  pains  nothing?  Are  all  the  extra  expenses 
whicn  every  officer  so  disabled  must  incur,  from 
day  to  day,  nothing?  Does  not  the  statute  con- 
template these  thinj^  as  a  disability  ?  Most  sure- 
ly, sir,  in  my  opinion — most  surely;  and  the  most 
material  part  of^the  disability. 

Sir,  disability  consists,  in  my  judgment,  as  much 
in  the  deprivation  of  the  enjoyments  of  life  and 
the  power  of  retaining  property  which  an  officer 
already  has,  as  it  does  in  the  loss  of  physical 
strength  and  the  power  to  acquire  property.  If  I 
am  right  in  this — and  I  should  like  to  have  this 
argument  noted — then  do  not'  these  disabilities 
apply  with  equal  force  to  an  officer  while  in  the 
army  as  it  does  while  out  of  it?  Is  it  the  policy  of 
this  Government — was  it  ever  its  policy — to  say  to 
the  brave  and  gallant  soldiers  or  your  army,  so 
soon  as  you  are  wounded,  so  soon  as  you  become 
disabled  in  consequence  of  fighting  the  battles  of 
your  country,  however  desirable  and  important  it 
may  be  to  retain  your  services  there,  yet  you  can- 
not receive  the  bounties  provided  for  the  disabled, 
and  wounded  soldier  until  you  resign  your  com- 
mission and  retire  to  private  life  ?  Are  these  brave 
men,  in  the  face  of  an  unconditional  statute,  to  be 
thus  told  ?    I  hope  not. 

I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  mo- 
ment to  another  view  of  this  case.  I  have  said 
that  the  rule  of  the  War  Department,  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  has  not  been  a  universal  rule.  While 
it  has  been  enforced  in  some  cases  most  rigidly,  it 
has  been  dispensed  with  in  others.  The  first  class 
of  cases  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  that  of  officers  who  were  disabled  in  the  war 
of  1812— who  were  dropped  temporarily  from  the 
peace  establishment,  placed  upon  the  pension  roll 
of  the  United  States,  and  afterwards  restored  to 
the  army.  The  Department  says,  in  regard  to  that 
class  of'^officers,  that  baring  once  been  placed  upon 
the  pension  roll,  the  Department  does  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  strike  them  off,  and  so  they  have  re- 
ceivea  both  their  pay  and  their  invalid  pensions. 
I  do  not  complain  of  that.  It  is  all  right.  They 
have  received,  in  my  judgment,  nothing  more  than 
their  legal  rights.  But  what  I  complain  of  is  this: 
that  other  officers,  equally  meritorious,  who  have 
been  disabled,  and  who  have  not  been  dropped 
from  the  army  at  all,  have  been  refused  pensions 
for  their  disabilities  and  wounds.  My  judgment 
is,  that  if  this  rule  means  anything,  it  should  ap- 
ply equally  to  both  classes.  This  construction  of 
the  statute — this  rule — is  either  a  legal  and  true 
construction  of  that  statute,  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is 
the  true  construction,  then  it  is  the  statute  itself, 
and  it  cannot  be  suspended  by  the  Executive  ex- 
cept by  a  violation  both  of  law  and  duty.  If  it  is 
not  the  true  l^al  construction  of  the  act,  then  it 
is  no  part  of  it,  is  repugnant  to  it,  and  cannot  be 
enforced  without  a  like  violation  both  of  law  and 
duty. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  mo- 
meat  to  a  case  directly  in  point.  It  is  that  of  the 
gallant  Colonel  Preston.  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  it  for  two  objects:  first,  to  show  tliat 
Congress  has  interfered,  and  has  granted  arrears 
of  peniiions  in  a  case  precisely  similar  to  this;  and, 
secondly,  I  refer  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  this  rule,  which  has  been  construed  one  way 
to-day  and  another  ^ay  to-morrow,  which  hss 
^ven  pensions  to  some  disabled  officers  while  it 
nas  refused  them  to  others,  was  claimed  by  the 
Executive  to  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  ex- 
ecutive regulation,  not  necessary  to  the  original 
pension  law,  but  a  regulation  wliich  the  Execu- 
tive could  at  any  moment  suspend.  Colonel  Pres- 
ton was  an  officer  in  the  same  war  as  General 
McNeill.  He  was  wounded  in  November,  1813. 
He  continued  in  the  service  until  the  army  was 
disbanded,  June  15,  1^15.  He  was  allowed  by 
the  Department  his  invalid  pension  from  that  time, 
but  was  refused  it  from  the  time  he  was  wounded 
until  the  time  he  left  the  service,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  he  was  an  officer  in  the  service,  and 
received  his  pay  as  such  from  the  time  he  was 
wounded,  in  November,  1813,  to  the  time  of  his 
discharge,  in  June,  1815;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
because  he  had  made  no  application  for  a  pension 
until  af\er  his  discharge'.  He  appealed  Ao  Con- 
fess to  pay  him  the  invalid  pension  for  the  period 
intervenmff  between  the  time  he  received  his 
wound  and  the  time  he  lefl  the  service,  although  ha 


had  received  full  pay  as  an  officer  during  the  same 
period.  What  did  Congress  do?  On  the  I4th  of 
July,  1832,  they  passed  an  act,  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  which  provided  for  his  relief.  What  was 
the  decision  of^the  War  Departmetit  thereon  fully 
appears  in  a  correspondence  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  then  Commissioner  of  Pensions  and  the 
head  of  the  War  Department — the  latter  officer 
being  my  distinguished  friend,  the  present  Senator 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cabb,]  which  I  wilt  read, 
because  it  goes  to  show  that  what  1  have  stated  in 
regard  to  this  rule  and  the  whole  case  is  true: 

War  DsPARTMaifr,  > 
Pbnsioh  Oppicb,  January  3,  1033.    «   > 

Sir  :  The  set  of  I4th  July,  1833,  chspter  SGO,  •ectinn  6, 
directs  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  the  name  of  J.  P. 
Pre«ton  on  the  invalid  pension  roll,  as  an  officer  of  the 
late  war,  and  to  allow  him  the  amount  which  would  have 
beeff  ^e  him  had  be  made  bis  appli<»tion  at  the  ttroo  he 
received  his  wound.  In  November,  1613,  wben  Colonel 
Preston  was  wounded,  the  practice  of  this  Department  was 
not  to  allow  a  pension  to  any  officer  while  in  die  service. 
If  Colonel  Preslun  had,  therefore,  at  that  time  applied,  he 
could  not  have  obtained  a  pension,  agreeably  to  tlie  existinf 
rule,  unless  he  had  first  resigned  his  commission, ,in  which 
case  the  pension  would  have  commenced  at  the  time  of  his 
resignation.  ,       « 

Upon  the  principle  adopted  by  the  Department,  Cnlonti 
Preston's  pem^ioo  was  allowed  from  the  time  when  his  pay 
as  an  officer  ceased.    The  Colonel  remained  In  the  service  ' 
tin  the  army  wtas  distmnded,  on  tlie  15th  June,  191.1,  from 
which  period  his  stipend  has  been  paid. 

JAMGS  L.  EDWARDS. 

Hon.Lswis  Cass. 

To  this  letter  the  Secretary  of  War  replied  aa 
follows: 

,  «  Depaktnb!«t  or  War,  January  3, 1833. 

In  the  case  of  Colonel  Preston,  presented  by  Mr.  Mason, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  pension  allowed  by  the  net  of  Con- 
gress of  July  14, 183S,  thould  comraenee  from  the  day  Col- 
onel Preston  reoeivea  bk  wound,  and  hi  this  opinion  the 
Attorney  General  coincidi's.  Frf>m  the  phraseolofy  of  the 
law,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  Congress  considered  the  day 
of  the  disatrility  as  the  proper  period  for  the  commencement 
Of  the  pensioQ.  He  is  allowed  ''the  same  amount  whteb 
would  have  been  due  tabim  had  be  made  his  applicatioB 
at  the  time  he  received  his  wound.'*  If  tlie  practice  of  the 
office,  which  did  not  allow  the  grantinff  a  pension  to  an 
officer  while  in  service,  could  contrtti  the  above  provision, 
the  poriad  fkated  by  the  legislature  would  be  iooperative  oaa 
useless. 

[I  caH  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  thia  portion 
which  1  shall  next  read,  to  show  that  1  have 
stated  this  matter  correctly:] 

TkatpraeHee  iaa$  not  reftHrcd  6y  the  oriHuol  p»n$U>n 
law*  Mtwm*  a  maUer  of  ExeetMoo  rofulanon,  and  might 
at  any  lime  have  heen  aUpeuted  wiih  by  JSacecutive  autl^' 
Uy.  If  Congren  had  iiiteodeJ  it  should  have  been  ad- 
hered to  in  his  case,  the  provision  would  naturally  have 
been,  Colonel  Preston  riiould  receive  his  pension  fltmi  the 
period  when  he  quit  the  .army.  The  reference  to  an  ear- 
lier period  must  nave  had  some  meaning ;  and  the  onlf 
rational  construction  I  can  put  upon  the  clause  is,  that  Ct4- 
onel  Preston's  pension  should  commence  when  liis  disabQ- 
ity  coramenoecf— the  object  of  the  act  being  clearly  to  di»- 
peose  with  ttie  application,  and  to  flx  itaeu*  the  time  froa 
which  the  pension  should  be  drawn. 

It  may  be  added  that,  subsequently  to  this  time,  instances 
occurred  in  which  pensions  were  granted  to  officers  of  the 
army  while  they  oontinued  In  service. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Here  is  the  verification  of  all  I  have  said:  that 
the  rule  has  not  been  an  invariable  one,  but  thai 
it  has  "been  adhered  to  and  suspended  at  tlie  Ex« 
ecutive  discretion.  But  I  have  said  enough  upon 
this  point  to  show  that  this  case  is  precisely  ia 
point,  and  that  the  rule  has  been  vacillating  aad 
not  uniform.  A  few  words  more,  and  1  hav» 
done. 

I  contend  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  upon  tha 
^ound  of  even-handed  justice.  1  contend,  that 
disabled  officers  of  the  army  should  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  gallant  and  disabled 
otficers  of  the  navy.  Can  any  reason  be  as- 
signed why  a  pension  should  be  given  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  from  the  date  of  their  wound s» 
and  not  to  the  officers  of  the  army?  The  same 
rule,  I  believe,  applied  to  officers  of  the  navy  aiid 
army  prior  to  1^7,  wben  Coneress  passed  a  law 
for  the  benefit  of  wounded  and  disabled  seamen. 
By  the  second  section  of  that  act  of  March  d> 
1837,  it  is  provided — 

**  That  the  pensions  which  may  have  been  graated,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  granted,  to  ofBcec^,  seamen,  and 
marines  in  the  naval  service,  disabled  by  wounds  or  in- 
juries received  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  con- 
sidered t^  commence  from  the  time  of  their  being  so  dis- 
abled ;  and  that  the  amount  of  pension  to  which  saiaofficers. 
seamen,  and  marines  may  be  entitled*  shall  be  legulatea 
according  to  the  pnv  of  the  navy,  as  It  existed  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1815." 

Under  this  law,  the  officers  of  the  navy  drew 
pensionsfrom  the  time  they  were  wounded » though 
they  held  their  commissions  in  the  navy,  and 
drew  fuU  pay  during  the  same  tim«« 
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Then,  I  contend  thai  this  bill  ought  to  pass  as  ; 
a  measure  of  even-handed  justice  to  the  omcers  of 
the  army.  They  should  be  placed  uoon  the  same  . 
footing,  when  i^ounded  and  disablea,  aa  the  ofK-  | 
cerfl  of  the  navy  are.  No  reason,  it  strikes  me,  . 
can  be  assigned  why  it  should  not  be  so. 

I  have  now  given  a  brief  explanation  of  this 
bill,  and  have  assi^^ned  the  reasons  why  I  think  it 
ought  to  pass.    I  nope  it  will  meet  the  universal  ; 
approbation  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLARKE.    I  have  listened  with  attention, 
and  I  confess  with  ^ratification,  to  the  remarks  ' 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hamp-  j 
shire*    I  cheerfully  add  my  testimony  to  the  eulo- 
gium  which  he  has  passed  upon  the  bravery  of  the  J 
uistinguiFhed  officer.  General  McNeill,  to  whom 
he  has  alluded,  and  whose  services  have  l)^en  ' 
made  the  subject  of  debate,  and  form  the  grounds 
of  the  bill  which  is  now  before  the  Senate.    There  . 
is  no  doubt  that  General  McNeill  entered  the  ser«  ! 
vice  in  1812,  for  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  There  \ 
is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  gallant  and  merttorious 
officer;  that  he  was  upon  the  frontier  in  the  hour 
perhaps  of  tlie  greatest  trial  that  our  troops  had  i 
upon  the  frontier  and  in  the  war,  and  that  lie  was 
•  there  wounded.     I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
him  in  1826,  and  from  his  own  mouth,  and  from 
the  personal  acc^uaintance  J  had  with  him,  I  drew 
all  tne  information  I  possess  in  regard  to  him,  ex- 
cept that  which  was  before  the  public  at  large 
evincing  his  character  as  a  pliant  and  meritorious  I 
officer.    At  the  battle  of  Brid^ewater,  he  received  | 
a  severe  wound.     It  was  in  his  knee.     He  lost  ho  i 
leg.    How  long  he  was  kept  from  his  duty  by 
that  wound,  1  am  unable  to  say.    When  1  met  ' 
him  in  1826,  the  disability  occasioned  by  it  was  ' 
of  the  slightest  description.    Very  few  men  had  i 
tlie  personal  energy  and  activity  of  General  Mc-  I 
NeiJl;  and  when  f  saw  him,  except  that  the  joint 
was  stiff,  I  believe  there  was  no  inconvenience  ex- 
perienced from  his  wound.    At  the  time  he  re-  , 
ceived  it,  he  was  a  major  in  the  service.     He  was 
afterwards  promoted  to  a  lieutenant  colonelcy,  I 
then  to  a  colonelcy,  and  subsequently,  as  I  under- 
stand the  Senator,  he  received  the  grade  of  brig- 
adier general. 

When  I  saw  him  in  1826,  at  Detroit,  the  resi-  » 
dence  of  my  firiend  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Caii,]  | 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Green  Bay,  under  some  i 
charges  that  had  been  preferred  against  him  as  \ 
commanding  officer  at  Green  Bay,  to  take  his  trial  ' 
before  a  court-martial.    He  was  then  in  perfect ! 
health,  and  with  as  much,  of  the  vigor  or  man-  i 
hood  as  any  gentleman  I  have  seen  in  my  life. 
He  remained  in  the  service,  receiving  his  pay  and 
emoluments,  until,  1  believe,  1830,  or  1831.    1  | 
think  it  was  1830.    He  received  pay  as  a  major,  ' 
then  as  lieutenant  colonel,  then  as  colonel,  and  if  | 
he  was  breveted   brigadier  general,  he  probably 
received  pay,  if  in  a  separate  command,  according 
to  his  brevet.    In  I830--or  it  may  have  been  1829,  ' 
my  memory  is  not  retentive  enough  to  be  confi- 
dent of  the  exact  date — he  resigns  his  commis-  ' 
sion  in  the  Army,  because  he  had  received  the  ap-  ' 

Cointmant  of  surveyor  in  the  port  of  Boston.     I 
elieve  he  did  not  resign  his  commission  in  the  ! 
Army  from  inability  to  perform  its  duties;  but  be- 
cause the  appointment  wnich  he  received  was  more 
lucrative  ana  more  to  his  taste  than  the  position  * 
he  held  in  the  Army.    The  surveyorship  of  the 
port  of  Boston  nettra  him,  1  suppose,  $6,000  a 
year.     He  retained  that  office  during  almost  the  , 
whole  of  the  balance  of  his  life.     In  1840,  when  i 
atother  Administration  cume  in,  he  may  have  been  * 
Hiiperseded;  but  he  was  again  reinstated,  and  re- 
mained there  during  the  rest  of  his  life.     Has  the 
country  been  ungrateful  to  General  McNeill?    I 
admit  all  his  services.    I  admit  he  was  a  brave  and 
gallant  officer.    But  he  received  all  his  pay  during 
the  whole  time  of  his  service  in  the  Army.     He 
resigned  his  commission  in  the  Army  because  he 
received  a  more  lucrative  appointment  in  the  civil 
service  of  the  Gk>veniment;  and  he  received  the 
emoluments  arising  from  the  performance  of  his 
duties  in   the  latter  capacity  during  almost  tlie 
whole  balance  of  his  life.  ^ 

The  honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
puts  the  claim  of  General  McNeill  upon  the 
fjround  that  there  was  a  contract  proposed  by  the 
Government,  and  binding  upon  it,  in  1812,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  tne  Unitetl  Slates.  If 
that  be  so,  it  is  a  claim  of  General  McNeill  him- 
self against  the  Government,  for  such  a  |)ension  ' 
as  he  should  have  been  allowed  fVom  the  time  he 


received  his  wound  in  the  service  of  the  country 
until  the  time  of  his  death;  but  it  forms  no  ground 
whatever  for  dating  and  carrying  back  the  pension 
to  his  widow  from  the  time  of  his  decease  to  the 
time  he  received  his  wound.  1  understand,  also, 
that  he  did  receive  some  portion  of  his  pension 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
only  question,  then,  is,  whether  it  should  have 
been  a  larger  ailowancefrom  the  Government  than 
it  was,  or  whether  the  allowance  made  by  the 
Government  was  right  ? 

Mr.  NORRIS.  Do  1  understand  the  Senator  to 
say  that  General  McNeill  received  any  pension? 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  to  say  that  he  had  received 
some  allowance. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  Then  the  Senator  misunder- 
stood me  altogether.    He  received  no  pension. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  he  did  not,  he  received  his 
i^ll  pay  and  emoluments  during  that  time.  I  am 
for  providing  for  the  widows  and  children  of  those 
who  suffer  in  the  service  of  their  country.  If  this 
bill  provided  that  the.widow  of  General  McNeill 
should  receive  a  pension  from  his  death,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  services,  1  should  have  made  no 
objection  to  it;  but  when  it  provides  that  tliirty 
dollars  a  month  shall  be  allowed  from  1813  to  the 
present  time,  I  think  it  is  extraordinary 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  would  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  that  the  bill  provides  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  per  month, 
not  from  1813  to  the  present  time,  but  from  1813, 
when  General  McNeill  received  his  wound,  to  18^0, 
when  he  went  out  of  the  service. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Then  1  misunderstood  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  If  it  provides  as  the  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas  has  statea,  it  is  simply  to  give 
to  his  widow  what  would  have  been  due  him  from 
1813  to  1830  under  the  construction  of  the  law 
which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has  giv- 
en.   Am  I  rieht  in  that  ?    Is  there  nothing  more  ? 

Mr.  BORLAND.  There  is  nothing,  more  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Then  the  question  comes 
down  to  the  rightful  construction  of  the  act  of 
1812:  whe^ier  he  was  entitled  to  a  pension,  in 
consequence  of  his  wound,  fVom  the  time  he  re- 
ceived it  up  to  the  time  he  resigned  his  commission 
in  the  Army.    Is  that  all  ? 

Mr.  BORLAND.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  Then  1  have  nothing  more  to 
say.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  provision 
should  be  made.  I  was  in  error  about  the  bill. 
My  impression  was  that  it  was  a  provision  for  the 
continuance  of  a  pension,  dating  as  far  back  as 
from  1813,  to  this  time.  If  it  is  only  for  an  allow- 
ance which  should  have  been  made  to  General 
McNeill  from  1813  to  1830, 1  have  no  objection 
to  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  foUowinff  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  tMrd 
time  and  passed: 

An  act  extending  like  privileges  to  those  con- 
ferred by  the  act  entitled  **  Art  act  allowing  draw- 
back on  foreign  merchandise  exported  in  the  ori- 
ginal packao^es  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  F^,  in 
Mexico,  and  to  the  British  and  North  American 
Provinces  adjoining  the  United  States,*'  approved 
March  3,  1845,  to  foreign  merchandise  exported 
to  Mexico  by  certain  indicated  routes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston 
Railroad  Company. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Ftbniary  20,  1852. 

The  House  met  pursuantto  adjournment.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.«  Morgan. 

The  J  oumal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  before  the 
House  is  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  John  Jackson,  which  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  last  Friday, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  The 
question -now  pending  is.  Shall  it  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ? 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 
Mr.  HOUSTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 


ported from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
a  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriaiioDb 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1852;  which  was  read  a  first  and  lecond  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  DOTY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  shall  feel  myself  called  on  to  ob- 
ject to  every  resolution  which  is  attempted  to  be 
introduced  in  this  manner. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DUNHAM,  by  unanimous 

consent,  it  was 

Ordcrtdy  That  Ittave  be  granted  lo  vitbdnw  from  Uu 
AJeti  of  the  House  the  pipers  in  the  case  of  John  Chtmbm, 
Sea.,  for  the  purpose  of  referring  them  to  the  Bmate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.   BEALE,  by  unanimous 

consent,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  pspersin  the  case  of  Oeoffe  W.  Jack- 
pon  be  wltbdrawa  firvwi  the  files  of  the  Hoa«e,  and  b^  ir- 
ferred  to  the  CocDmlttee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  AVERETT,  by  unanimoui 
consent,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  granted  to. withdraw  ften  ttte 
files  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  MmW 
Lieutenant  Jameri  Conway,  for  the  purpose  oC  ftlio|  dra 
with  hiH  applicatioa  before  the  Virginia  LefisUtarr. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ERIGKjtS,  by  unanimpui 
consent,  it  was 

Ordtred,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  fcpoi  tU 
flies  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of  James  Lifiax 
sion,  for  the  purpose  of  lasring  them  before  the  proper  Dcpsf- 
ment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CHANDLER,  by  untn- 
imous  consent,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  ftooniV 
flies  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  caee  of  Susan  KaoML 
for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  the  Saaaie. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FLORENCE,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  it  was 

(hrdertdy  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdnwAosi  tbp 
flies  of  tlie  House  ihe  papeia  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Flasi 
gan,  for  the  pnrpose  or  refeience  in  the  Senais. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOLONY,  by  unaaimotts 
consent,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  gcanted  to  withdmv  fitoai  *• 
filet  of  the  Uou^p  the  papers  in  iheeaee  of  BasseH  Bam, 
for  the  purpose  of  reference  to  one  of  the  JSiecotive  De- 
partments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOLONY,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  in  the  caiie  of  Arthur  McMnltui 
be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House  and  reflnrMl  to 
tile  Committee  on  Military  Affhim. 

Mr.EDGERTON.  I  move  now  that  the  rul» 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  CjI- 
endar. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gendemtn 
that  it  will  take  but  liule  time  to  dispose  of  tb( 
bills  now  on  the  Speaker's  table,  which  were  ^^ 
ported  to  the  House  on  Friday  last.  1  hope  ihej 
will  be  passed. 

Mr.  EDGERTON.  Then  1  wifl  withdrawwy 
motion  for  the  present. 

JOHN  JACKSON. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qu«stion  bow  pcndias 
is  on  the  engrossiqent  of  House  bill  ifo.  96,  (<^ 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Jackson. 

The  biU  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrosacd  tai 
read  a  third  time,  and  having  been  engroaicd,  it 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  to  recon^der  the  wie 
just  taken  by  which  the  bill  passed^and  to  lay  »« 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  which  tatter 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

GUSTAVUS  A.  DB  RUSSET. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  business  in  order 
is  House  bill  No,  96,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gustavus  A.  De  Russey,  late  an  acting  pii«^/° 
the  Navy.  Upon  tliis  bill  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  made  an  amendment  to  reduce  dh^e 
rx)mpensation  as  actiug  purser  from  i514  to  $361. 
The  question  now  is  on  concurring  with  the  aiueoa- 
ment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  (juestion  was  taken,  and  the  House  con- 
curr^  in  the  amendment. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  beea* 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  having  b^ 
engrossed,  it  was  read  the  third  time  and  fmnea^ 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  oaam- 
mous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  rtww- 
tion. 

Mr.  OLDS.    I  am  compelled  to  object. 
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PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Disnbt  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  House  bill  No. 
97,  bein^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McCormick, 
assignee  of  Robert  A.  Parker. 

The  biJl  proposes  to  pay  to  James  McCormick, 
as  the  assignee  of  Robert  .A.  Pavker,  the  sum  of 
|25,766  G4,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  9th 
July,  1850,  the  amount  allowed  said  McCormick 
by  reler«es  duly  appointed,  as  damages  for  a 
breach  of  contract  entered  into  with  Commodore 
Jones,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partQ|«nt  of  the  United  States,  for  setting  up  and 
making  a  saw-miU  in  California. 

The  report  states  that  during  the  war  with 
Mexico,  (he  honorable  John  Y.  Mason »  Secretary 
ef  the  Navy,  caused  a  saw-mill  to  be  sent  to  the 
coast  of  Ciuifomia,  which  was  placed  under  tlie 
direction  of  Commodore  Jones,  who,^  finding  it 
impracticable  to  have  the  mill  set  up  and  worked 
on  account  of  the  Oovernment  exclusively,  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  Mr.  Robert  A.  Parker, 
by  which  Parker  was  to  set  up  and  work  the  mill 
for  e«B^hteen  months.  The  contract  also  provided 
that  Parker  should  have  the  exchisive  use  of  the 
mill  for  three  months  from  the  commencement  of 
sawin?.  But  in  case  the  Government  should  re- 
quire uie  steam-engines,  mill>t  Ac,^  for  their  own 
use,  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract,  and  in 
case  the  mills  bad  not  cleared  all  costs,  &c.,  it  was 
stipulated  that  a  referee  should  be  appointed  to 
name  the  sum  to  reimbur^  the  said  Parker.  The 
hoiH>rable  John  Y.  Mason  was  succeeded  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  by  the  honorable  William  B. 
Preston,  who,  not  bang  aware  of  the'contract  en- 
tered into  upon  the  part  of  Commodore  Jones, 
ordered  the  saw-mill  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Nary  agent  or  purser  at  Am  Francisco,  as  Gov- 
ernment property .  This  was  before  the  expira- 
tion of  tne  contract  witfi  Parker.  A  referee  was 
accordingly  appointed,  who^warded  to  McCor- 
mick, as  the  a.vtgnee  of  Parker,  the  sum  of 
f25,766  64,  as  the  amount  which  he  had  expended 
m  erecting  the  saw-mill,  and  putting  it  into  oper- 
ation, over  and  above  hij  receipts.  The  com- 
mittee thinks  therefore,  that,  according  to  law  and 
justice,  the  said  award  oueht  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of-  Tennessee.  I  do  not  see 
the  eentleman  who  reported  that  bill  [Mr.  Bo- 
cock]  in  his  seat.  I  bee  leave,  therefore,  to  state, 
that  from  the  evidence  before  jj^e  committee,  it  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  a  clear  case  that  the  United 
States  were  bound  by  the  contract  entered  into 
upon  the  part  of  Commodore  Jones  to  allow  the 
claim .  But  I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the 
members  from  California  that  there  is  a  strong 
lusptcion  of  fraud  connected  with  it.  I  move, 
therefore,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  no  right  to  make  that  order;  jt  must 
first  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Then  I  more  that  the  bill  be 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

CORNEUUS  HUGHES. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  No.  98, 
for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Hughes,  of  Tennessee. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  place  on  the  roll  of  Invalid  Pen- 
aiona,  the  name  of  Cornelius  Hughes,  at  the  rate  of 
|5  ZSj  per  month,  dating  from  the  2l8t  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  and  to  continue  during  his  natural 
life. 

The  report  states,  that  said  Cornelius  Hughes 
was  a  soldier  ih  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain; 
that  he  entered  into  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Statetf  in  September,  1814,  as  a  private 
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soldier;  and  that  he  marched  thence  by  way  of 
Forts  Strother,  Jackson,  and  Claiborne,  to  Mobile, 
being  a  distance  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles; 
thence  across  to  Fort  Boyer,  and  thence  to  Knox- 
ville,  where  he  was  discharged  in  April,  1815. 
That  in  this  march  through  the  wilderness  he  suf- 
fered much,  and  from  the  hardships  and  exposures 
he  was  taken  sick,  became  partiall)^  parAlytic,  and 
has  had  his  hearing  very  much  impaired,  from 
which  he  cannot  recover.  The  physicians  certify 
that  he  is  two  thirds  disabled  by  reason  of  his  in- 
jured health. 

Mr.  AVERETT-  I  rise  to  inquire  of  the  hon- 
orable eentleman  [Mr.  St.  Martin]  who  reported 
this  bill,  whether  the  petitioner  in  this  case  ts  now 
living? 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  •  The  gentleman 
who  reported  this  bill  is  not  now  in  his  seat;  but 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  from  which  this 
re{>ort  comes,  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Averett,]  that  I  am  not  aware 
whether  thepeutioner  is  at  this  tim6  dead  or  alive. 
I  suppose,  however,  that  at  tlio  commencement  of 
this  Congress,  or  shortly  before  that  time,  he  was 
livice,  from  the  fact  that  the  representative  from 
his  mstrict  presented  the  papers  in  the  case  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. That  gentleman  can  answer  the  question, 
1  presume,  more  satisfactorily  than  I  can. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  It  was  to  that  gentleman  I 
particularly  referred.  I  will  state^  that  during  my 
service  on  this  committee  in  the  last  Congress,  I 
found  petitions  referred  as  from  living  petitioners; 
but  from  certain  papers  connected  with  them,  my 
suspicions  were  excited,  that  the  petitioners  were 
not  living  in  1850.  And  when  I  came  to  inquire 
into  the  matter,  I  found  that  in  some  cases  the 
petitioners  had  been  dead  four  or  five  years.  I 
think  that  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  present 
petitions,  ought  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  House,  to  see  that  the  relief  asked 
for  does  not  go  to  lawyers,  agents,  or  heirs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  1  rise  to  an- 
swer the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Averett.]  No  longtr  ago  than  night  be- 
fore last,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  petitioner 
in  this  case,  who  was  a  living  person,  and  desires 
very  earnestly  that  this  claim  shall  be  passed  by 
Congress.  He  has  been  suffering  for  a  long  time. 
His  papers  have  been  presented  here  and  reported 
on  favorably  two  or  three  times.  Bills  for  nis  re- 
lief have  been  passed  by  the  House,  but  for  want 
of  time  have  failed  in  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress. I  say  a^n,  that  the  petitioner  is  living,  and 
stands  greatlv  m  need  of  the  little  pittance  which 
it  is  proposed  to  eive  him. 

Mr.  YENABLE.  I  have  examined  the  case 
very  minutely,  and  there  was  never  a  case  for  a 
pension  before  the  House  better  sustained.  I 
move  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House  Mrith  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FRANCIS  TRIBOU. 

The  next  bill  on  the  Calendar  was  House  bill 
No.  99,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Tribou. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  place  the  name  of  Francis  Tribou, 
on  the  roll  of  Invalid  Pensions,  at  the  rate  of  $4 

?er  month;  to  date  frt)m  the  first  day  of  January, 
848,  and  to  continue  during  hit  natural  life. 
The  report  states  that  the  petitioner  enlisted  in 
the  month  of  April,  1813,  as  a  private  in  the 
thirty-fourth  regiment.  United  States  Infimtry,  in 
the  company  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Thomas  Jonnson,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  It 
also  appears  from  the  affidavits  of  a  number  of 
soldiers,  who  were  present  and  knew  of  the  acci- 
dent, that  the  petitioner,  being  cook  of  the  mess, 
while  engaged  a  making  a  ladle  with  which  to 
skim  the  pot,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
surgeon,  cut  off  two  fineers  from  the  left  hand,  at 
the  second  joint*  and  injured  a  third  so  that  it  is 
still  troublesome.  A  surgeon  who  has  exam- 
ined the  petitioner,  pronounces  him  one  half  dis- 
abled. 


Mr.  ANDREWS.  These  papers  were  taken 
from  the  files  by  myself,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  In  valid  Pensions.  I  would  not  say  a  single 
word  in  relation  to  this  case,  were  it  not  tbatuie 
individual  member  of  that  committee  who  reported 
the  bill  is  absent  at  this  time,  i  believe  all  the 
]  principal  facts  are  stated  in  the  report,  and  I  know 
that  the  facts,  so  far  as  they  are  therein  stated,  are 
true.  The  individual  named  in  the  biU  lives  in  the 
town  in  which  I  formerly  resided,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  pension  at  the  hands 
of  Conn-ess.  I  believe  the  case  to  be  strictly 
within  the  rulee,  and  I  believe,  U>o,  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unanimously  of  that  opinion  at  the 
time  the  examination  of  the  facts  in  the  case  was 
before  them. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  move  that  the 
bill  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  Which  motiqn 
was  agreed  to. 

JAMES  WRIGHT,  JR. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  coi^sid- 
eration  was  House  bill  No.  lOO,  for  the  relief  of 
James  Wright,  jr. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  the  name  of  James  Wright,  jr.,  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  upon  the  roll  of  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, at  the  rate  of  $5  33  per  month,  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1840,  and  to  continue  during  his 
natural  life. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Inyalid  Pen- 
sions showsthat  the  petitioner  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  six  months,  in  the  years  1814 
and  1815,  and  that,  while  on  a  forced  march  and 
on  short  allowance  of  provisions,  he  was  attacked 
with  epileptic  fits,  to  which  he  had  never  before 
been  subject,  but  has  been  ever  since. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  presume  it 
is  unnecessary  to  make  any  len^y  statement 
•about  the  case.  I  am  conversant  with  all  the  facts, 
and  know  the  petitioner  himself.  There  have  been 
some  three  or  four  favorable  reports  made  in  this 
case,  like  the  one  accompanying  this  bill.  Bills 
for  his  relief  hare  been  passed  by  this.  House  two 
or  three  times,  but  they  were  lost  for  want  of  ac- 
tion upon  the  part  of  tne  Senate. 

U9.  H  AMILTON.     is  the  peUtioner  living  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  He  ia,  I  suppose.  As  far 
back  as  1840  a  bill  passed  this  House  in  his  favor. 
I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House  With  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass'; 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  KERBAU6H. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  consid- 
eration was  House  bill  No.  101,  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  for  the  relief 
of  John  Kerbaugh.  This  bill  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pkice  the 
name  of  John  Kerbaugh,  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, upon  the  roll  of  Invalid  Pensions,  at  the  rate 
of  ^  33  per  month ,  from  the  first  day  of  January , 
1848,  and  to  continue  during  his  natural  life. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  in  this  case  shows 
that  the  applicant  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  on  or  abput  the  25th  day  of  July, 
1813,  and  immediately  thereafter  marched  to  Knox- 
ville,  where  he  was  mustered  into  service  of  the 
twenty-fourth  regiment  of  infiintry,  which,  in  a 
short  time  thereafter,  marched  to  join  the  army  at 
Detroit,  under  General  Harrison;  that  the  army 
then  marched  down  to  Buffalo,  where  the  peti- 
tioner, with  others,  was  stationed  by  <3^neral 
Harrison  in  Fort  Niagaratto  guard  that  fort;  that 
the  fort  was  taken  by  the  British,  and  the  peti- 
tioner taken  prisoner,  and  the  next  morning  taken 
across  the  nver  to  Fort  George,  on  the  Uanadn 
side;  that  the  weather  was  s^erely  cold,  and  upon 
entering  the  boat  to  cross  the  river,  the  petitioner 
was  ordered  to  shove  off  the  boat,  which  he  at- 
tempted to  doy^hut  could  not,  it  being  frozen  to  the 
bank;  and  failing  to  shove  off  the  boat,  h6  was 
knocked  down  by  ^non-commissioned  officer,  and 
fell  against  the  gunwale  of  the  boat  and  mashed 
and  mjured  his  hip  very  much;  that  he  caught 
cold  in  his  hip  and  wound,  and  was  laid  up  in 
hosjntal  from  Uiat  time  until  he  was  exchanged, 
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abovt  five  months  tbereaAer.  AAer  he  was  ex- 
changed, he  was  taken  to  Plattsburg,  where  he, 
lay  in  hospital  six  weeks  under  the  care  of  Doctor 
Grove,  when  he  obtained  a  furlough  and  started 
for  his  home,  which, after  a  lone  time,  he  reached, 
d«>ending  upon  and  receiving  charity  by  the  way. 
Auer  reaching  home  he  was  confined  about  two 
months,  when  the  news  of  peace  arrived,  and  he 
having' enlisted  for  and  during  the  war,  he  was  dis- 
chamd  by  his  officer  in  a  disabled  condition, 
wh<^y  onnt  for  any  kind  of  business.  That  he 
has,  from  that  time  to  this,  been  able  to  do  but 
little,  and  much  of  the  time  unable  to  do  anything, 
suffering  much  pain,  and  grows  worse  as  he  grows 
older;  that  he  is  now  sixty-six  years  old,  and  al- 
most totally  disabled  from  doing  anything  for  his 
support;  is  very  poor,  and  needs  the  assistance  of 
his  country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  state, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  and  to  answer 
the  standine  interrogatory  of  the  gentleman  from 
Viiginia,  [Mr.  AvaaETT,)  that  this  petitioner  is 
living,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  deservmg  case  pre- 
sented to  the  Congress  of  the  United  states,  this 
is  one.  I  will  say  that  this  man  wouki  have  had 
his  pension  twenty-five  years  ago,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, had  he  not  always  protested  against  apply- 
ing to  his  Gh>vemment  tor  relief,  so  long  as  he 
oould  make  a  subsistence  with  his  own  hands.  He 
now  makes  this  application  at  the  urgent  solicita- 
tion of  his  firiends,  and  upon  the  pressure  of  his 
ur^nt  necessities.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ICHABOD  WEYMOUTH. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  consid- 
eration was  House  bill  No.  102,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  for  the  relief  of 
Ichabod  Weymouth.  The  bill  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place  the 
name  of  Ichabod  Weymouth  upon  the  roll  of  In- 
valid Pensions,  at  the  rate  of  |8  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  January,  1850,  and  to 
continue  during  his  natural  life. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case,  it 
appears  that  the  petitioner  enlisted  in  the  year  1814, 
in  the  forty-fifth  regiment  of  the  State's  infantry; 
that,  in  the  year  1815,  while  stationed  at  PhiiM- 
borough,  in  garrison,  and  with  a  body  of  recruits 
for  discipline,  one  of  the  soldiers  deserted  his  post, 
and  threatened  to  kill  any  man  who  would  attempt 
to  arrest  him.  A  detachment,  in  which  petitioner 
was  included,  was  ordered  to  arrest  him;  in  ap- 
proaching[  him  for  that  purpose,  he  made  a  thrust 
at  the  petitioner  and  ran  his  baw>net  into  his  side 
to  the  depth  of  five  inches.  That  this  is  a  perma- 
nent injury;  has  given  him  much  pain,  and  has 
caused  a  permanent  affection  of  the  lungs;  and  that 
at  this  time,  from  its  effects,  he  was  partially  de- 
prived of  the  ability  to  labor. 

Mr.  EASTMAN.  From  the  papers  in  this 
case  it  appears  that  this  disability  has  become  per- 
manent, and  that  the  petitioner  is  totally  unable  to 
perform  any  manual  labor.  I  know  that  he  is  a 
worthy  person,  and  know  the  time  when  he  was 
wounoea.  I  know  also  all  the  persons  who  have 
testified  in  the  case,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a 
meritorious  one.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside, 
to  be  reported  to  the  House  wiUi  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  MCINTOSH. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  for  consideration  was 
House  bill  No.  103,  reported  from  the  Committee' 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  for  the  relief  of  John  Mcin- 
tosh. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 

flace  the  name  of  John  Mcintosh  on  the  roll  of 
Dvalid  Pensions,  at  the  rate  of  |8  per  month, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1848,  and 
to  be  continued  during  his  natural  life. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case  shows 
that  the  petitioner  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  year 
1813.  After  his  enlistment  he  marched  to  Seneca, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  headquarters  of  General 
William  Henry  Harrison;  from  thence  a  forced 
march  to  Lower  Sandusky  Lthence  to  Canada;  and 
thence  to  the  Thames,  ana  was  in  the  battle  at 
that  place.  The  petitioner  was  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  a  company  commanded  by  Captain  John- 
son Magowen,  and  at  the  expiration  of  twdve 
months^  thftrrm  of  his  enlistment,  was  honorably 


dischai^^ed.  He  was  a  faithful  soldier.  During 
the  penod  of  his  service,  and  whilst  he  was  in  the 
line  of  his  duty,  on  the  forced  march  referred  to, 
he  received  an  injury  in  his  right  leg,  producing 
rupture  of  the  muscle,  from  the  efiects  of  which 
he  has  never  recovered,  but  which  continues  to 
£[row  worse  as  he  advances  in  life.  That  the  peti- 
tioner's discharge  was  burned,  together  with  his 
other  papers,  in  the  destruction  of  bis  house  by 
fire. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported 
to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass. 

RICHARD  CHANET  AND  OTHERS. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  consider- 
ation was  Senate  bill  No.  42,  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Cbaney  and  others. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  land  officers 
in  the  district  of  Fairfield,  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
to  examine  and  adjudicate,  under  certain  restric- 
tions, the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  under  the  pre- 
emption act  of  19th  June,  1834,  to  the  lands  on 
which  the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Buriington 
are  situated. 

Mr.  CLARK  moved  that  the  bill  be  hiid  aside, 
to  be  reported  to  the  House  with  a  recommenda- 
tion tliai  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  To  that  motion  I  object.  I 
understand  this  bill  has  never  been  before  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House;  and,  therefore,  move  that  it 
be  laid  aside  and  reported  to  the  House,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  trust  that  this 
bill  may  not  be  conmiitted.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  necessity  whatever  for  it.  This  is  a  Senate 
bill,  which  was  reported  by  a  Senate  committee  to 
that  body,  duly  considered  and  passed  there,  and 
reported  to  this  House.  1  will  inake  a  brief  state- 
ment of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  I  apprehend 
gentlemen  will  be  as  well  prepared,  after  that  state- 
ment, to  pass  upon  this  bill,  as  they  will  after  it 
has  been  reported  upon  by  a  committee.  The 
facts  are  simple  and  easy  to  be  understood. 

In  1833,  the  daimant  in  this  case  settled  at  a 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  on  a  tract  of  land, 
which  was  afterwards  hiid  out  and  called  Fort 
Madison.  The  claimant  went  to  that  point  under 
the  influence  of  the  preiimption  law.  It  is  known 
to  you,  sir,  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  by 
its  preiimption  laws  was  to  invite  settlements  of 
the  public  domain.  Under  the  influence  of  these 
laws  the  claimant  in  this  case  settled  at  that  point 
in  1833.  In  1836  and  1837,  Confirress  provided  for 
the  layingofi'  of  certain  towns  then  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  upon  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  amongst  others  of  the  town  of  Fort  Madison, 
upon  which  the  claimant  in  this  case  had  settled. 
The  Territory  of  Iowa  was  organized  in  1838. 
There  was  no  land  office  there  until  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Territory.  Well,  whenever  this 
claimant  presented  himself  at  the  land  office  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  his  land  under  existing 
preihnption  laws,  he  was  met  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress laying  ofl*  that  same  tract  of  land  into  a  town, 
and,  therefore,  his  claim  was  not  entertained.  It 
was  believed  that  the  act  laying  off"  the  town  con- 
flicted with  the  prei&mption  hiws  to  that  extent, 
and  therefore  the  land  officers  at  the  proper  office 
rejected  his  claim.  They  would  not  suffer  his 
land  to  be  entered,  because  of  a  more  recent  act,  to* 
wit,  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1836  and  1837,  which 
appropriated  that  very  land  for  the  town  site.  It 
was  actually  appropriated  in  that  way,  knd  the 
Government  sold  the  lots.  In  the  mean  time  this 
claimant  had  made  improvements  upon  the  land. 
There  is  a  voltune  of  evidence  upon  the  subject 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  land  office,  to  whom 
application  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
the  land.  The  evidence  shows  that  this  claimant 
had  made  valuable  improvements  upon  that  land 
before  the  act  of  Congress  had  appropriated  it  for 
a  town  site.  And  now  the  simple  <|uestion  is  this: 
whether  he  shall  be  paid  for  these  improvements, 
or  not?  He  went  there,  as  Iliave  said,  under  the 
influence,  under  the  settled  policy,  the  standing  in- 
vitation of  the  statutes  whicn  invited  the  settlement 
of  the  public  lands,  to  wit,  the  preemption  acts. 
Now  the  question  is,  whether  he  shall  be  deprived 
of  the  value  of  the  improvements  which  he  put 
upon  that  land  by  his  labor  and  his  money  ?  I 
wish  to  read  briefly  from  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  touching  this 
case: 


"As  the  laws  of  ad  Juljr,  1836,  and  the  3d  Mutli^aR, took 
awlif  from  settlers  on  these  lands  the  ridil  of  iNrsinpiioR.aiKl 
appropc^ited  the  same  as  town  siteSf  i  ihmk  thoy  sn  «ni. 
tably  eimtled  to  the  value  of  the  lands  of  wbieh  they  wwt  de- 
prived ;  and  in  view  of  the  particular  coMtttioB  of  this  tnd 
other  dainss,  I  would  recommend  the  pwwye  of  an  set  tir- 
ing to  those-wbo  were  really  the  actual  setil^on  said  land, 
and  who  but  for  the  town  surveys  would  have  obtaiiwd  tie 
land  settled  on.  an  equivalent  in  money  fbrsaid  tead.M  tb« 

actual  value  of  the  particular  tract,  (independent  of  any  other 
iroprovemtnits  thereon  not  made  by  such  setter,)  at  t)M 
dale  when  the  entry  could  have  been  perfitctad,  dedoctiaf 
therefrom  the  amount  which,  at  the  mininua  pricC)  wosU 
have  had  to  be  paid  on  the  oitry  thereof;  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  be  determined  in  the  usual  mode  by  the  UU 
offlcers,  subject  to  a  review  by  this  oflkce,  and  the  viloeof 
the  tract  as  above  mentioned,  to  be  assessed  by  |he  Mm 
officers,  after  due  ezarainaiioo  into  all  th«  aecsoiary  be^ 
to  enable  them  to  arrive  at  such  value.** 

Now,  this  bill  proposes  to  constitute  the  offiecn 
of  the  proper  land  office  arbitrators,  to  deter- 
mine upon  evidence  to  be  submitted,  the  value  of 
the  improvements  put  upon  this  land  bv  thedaiai' 
ant.  That  is  the  effect  of  this  bill,  ft  propoM 
to  give  him  what  these  officers  shall  detmnine  he 
is  entitled  to  for  the  improvements  put  opoo  the 
land  afler  hearing  the  evidence  in  the  case.  Is 
not  this  equitable  and  just?    Cooeress  appn- 

{iriated  that  land  for  a  town  site,  soul  it  for  ton 
ots,  and  unquestionably  derived  mudi  more  for 
it  in  that  way  than  tKey  would  have  done  had 
a  preiimptor  entered  the  land  and  appropriated  it  in 
the  usual  manner.  There  is  buione  point  in  this  btfi, 
and  that  is  to  enable  the  land  officers  at  RarliM* 
ton  to  determine  what  this  claimant  ui  equitab^ 
entitled  to  bv  reason  of  the  improvementi  put 
upon  the  land.    That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.  With  the  genUemimW 
mission^  I  will  ask  if  the  site  of  the  town  of  Bw- 
lington  IS  also  included  in  this  bill? 

Mr.  CLARK.  Not  at  all.  The  act  of  Gob- 
gress  laying  off  certain  towns  inchided  that  of 
Btirlin^n .  There  were  some  four  or  five  Urm, 
but  this  land  is  that  upon  which  the  town  of  Mad- 
ison is  situated. 

Mr.  EDQERTON.     And  not  the  town  of  Bur- 

"mt^CLARK.  . Y|«,  sir.  I  move  that  U» bifl 
be  laid  aside,  to  be  re^rtsd  to  the  House  wiiJi  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  I  must  persist  in  my  ob- 
jection to  this  hasty  action  upon  this  bill.  I  doobi 
not  the  sincerity  of  the  gentleman  from  lov&, 
[Mr.  Clare.]  But  we  should  setabad  example- 
establish  an  unsafe  precedent,  in  passing  t  biO  of 
this  sort,  without  subjecting  it  to  the  scrutiny  of 
one  of  our  standing  committees.  The  gentleoMii 
has,  no  doubt,  given  his  views  of  it  hooesdy,  bat 
I  doubt  whether  one  third  of  the  memben  present 
have  been  sufficiently  informed  by  his  reoBtrb  to 
vote  understandin^ly  upon  it.  I  must  inatst  opoa 
my  motion,  that  it  be  laid  aside,  with  a  reeoo- 
mendation  to  the  House  that  it  be  referred  to  tk* 
Committee  on  Private  Lemd  Claims. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Claek,  and  it  was  disagreed  to.  '  .     , 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  mouooo. 
Mr.  AvBRBTT  totay  the  biU  amde  to  report  U  totba 
House  with  the  recommendation  thatitbereTcrred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  it  w»i 
agreed  to. 

CHARLES  8.  MATHEWS,  CHARLES  WOOD,  AH» 

JAMES  HALL. 

The  commitee  next  proceeded  to  the  consa^' 
tion  of  House  biH  No.  135,  for  the  rdief  of  ChtrW 
S.  Mathews,  Charles  Wood,  and  James  Hall. 

Tliis  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  theTreawryw 
pay  to  the .  above-named  persons  the  earo^ 
$15,119  47,  in  full  satisfacUon  of  all  claims  agaitf^ 
'  the  United  States  for  and  on  account  of  dtin«f» 
sustained  by  the  claimanU under  a  contmct  torn 
nish  marble  for  the  custom-house  at  Wew  io» 

*^*  fir.  DANIEL.    I  reported  that  bUl.aijd,  w^ 
the  consent  of  the  cwsmittee,  will  state  Uie  pnn 
cipal  facts  of  the  case.    It  is  a  claim  which  onp^ 
atS^under  the  contract  made  with  ihesigeflU^ 
to  supply  materials  for  construcung  the  cuw^. 
hause  at>rew  York.    They  were  to  be  formjJJ* 
with  the  patterns  for  the  cutting  of  «»e  nwrwc. 
and  after  they  had  entered  into  the  a>«V*fl^^ 
gone  to  the  quarry  where  thev  were  to  pr^. 
materials,  they  were  detainei  forawot^H^^ 
able  Ume  at  that  place  with  thejr  »^' 'S 
oxen,  &c.  This  was  in  cortseqsence  0^^^^\^^ 
of  the  agent  of  the  Government  to  •'W^ 
models,  and  they  daim  danisg«»  «  cone^l"'^ 
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of  (}ie  delay  thus  occasioned.    When  the  case  was 
first  before  the  Committee  pf  Claims,  the  testi- 
moasr  did  nofr  enable  them  to  jiee  rtry  clearly  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  the  committee  deemed  it 
proper,  therefore,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Solicit- 
or of  the  Treasuiy,  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  the 
opinion  of  that  officer  under  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances,  whether  they  were  entitled  to  anything 
and  nffaat  amount.    The  testimony  was  token  on 
the  part  of  the  Gk>yemment,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  applicants.    It  is  quite  voluminous,  and  the 
report  of  the  Solicitor  follows  the  report  of  the 
committee.    According  to  the  report  of  the  Soli- 
citor, although  they  failed  to  dehrer  the  materials 
precisely  at  uie  time  stipulated  in  the  contract,  he 
says  that  the  Government  sustained  no*  injury  in 
consequence  of  it;  but  it  was  rather  an  advantage 
to  the  Grovemment.    They  had  to  deliver  the 
wrought  marble,  &c.,  it  is  true,  in  the  public  streets 
of  New  York,  convenient  to  the  custom-house; 
end  as  they  had  to  leave  space  for  them  to  p^M» 
with  their  carts  and  vehicles  along  the  streets,  they 
could  only*  therefore,  delhrer  certain  quantities  of 
marble  waere  they  could  work  it.  Although  it  was 
not  delivered  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract precisely,  yet  it  was  delivered  in  accordance 
with  the  requisition  of  those  who  were  engaged 
upon  this  work.    That  is  the  whole  violation,  if 
any,  on  the  part  of  these  contractors.    The  Gk>v- 
emment  did  fail  to  supply  these  models,  and  did 
keep  them  considerably  longer  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  had  to  remain  there,  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  the  marble,  and  quarrying  materials  for 
the  custom-house.    The  Solicitor  reports  these 
facts;  and  according  to  the  testimony  taken  on 
both. sides,  he  says  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  these 
contractors,  in  consequence  of  the  injury  they  had 
sostained,  |17,430.    The  Sohcitor  was  warranted 
by  the  testimony  which  was  taken ;  but  the  com- 
mittee believed  tnat  the  estimate  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  items  wfiM  extravagant.    Where  they  be- 
lieved, from  their  own  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  were  proved,  that  they  were  extravagant, 
they  curtailed  those  items,  and  reduced  the  amount 
to  f  13,119  47,  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  bill. 
We  made  a  curtailment  in  several  items,  and  the 
committee  think,  under  the  facts  and  circumstances 
of  the  case,  that  the  amount  ought  to  be  paid  to 
the  claimants.    I  hope  the  bill  may  be  laid  aside, 
and  reported  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to 
the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass. 

GENERAL  JAMES  C  WATSON. 

The  next  bill  in  order  upon  the  Calendar  was 
House  bill  No.  136,  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  General  James  C.  Watson,  late  of 
the  State  of  Georgia.  This  bill  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the 
Ual  representatives  of  General  Watson,  the  sum 
of  |14,600,  with  six  per  cent,  interest  from  the 
8th  day  of  May,  1838,  bein^  the  amount  paid  by 
said  Watson  to  the  Creek  Indians  for  certain  slaves 
captured  by  those  Indians  from  the  Sem*\noIes. 

Mr.  SACKETT.     This  claim  is  to  recover 

TOiniTBBV  THOUSAND  SIX   HUNDRED  DOLLARS  that 

the  petitioner  claims.  General  James  C.  Watson, 
•  in  1838  paid  to  the  Creek  Indians  for  one  kw^red 
wni  three  negroes  claimed  by  them  as  their  captives, 
taken,  and  as  the  Creeks  allege,  by  them  from  the 
Seminoles  in  the  Florida  war,  while  they  (the 
Creeks)  were  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  under  the  agreement  of  the  ^th  of  August, 
1836,  hereinafter  stated.  The  sole  claim^f  the 
Creek  Indians  to  these  negroes  was  made  on  the 
ground  that  they  were,  when  taken^  the  >lavk>  and 
property  of  the  Seminoles. 

The  general  facts  of  this  case  are  these:  G^eneral 
Jetup,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  command  in  the 
Florida  war,  m  1836,  by  John  D.  Campbell  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  the  Creek  Indians,  to 
famish  certain  forces  to  the  United  States  to  be  em- 
pbyed  in  that  war.  By  the  agreemenif  it  was 
^ed  on  the  part  of  General  Jesup,  that  the  In- 
dians should  be  entitled  to  the  plunder  they  should 
i«cure  or  capture  from  the  Seminoles  during  their 
■ervices  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
the  precise  terms  of  the  contract.  I  wish  the  com- 
mittee to  bear  in  mind  the  terms  were,  that  the 
Creeks  should  be  entitled  to  the  plunder  they  might 
Capture  from  the  Seminoles  during  the  time  they 
Were  in  service  in  the  war,  because  in  the  various 
Reports  and  in  the  priorconsideration  of  this  subject, 
there  has  been  a  very  common  error  oommittsdon 


the  part  of  those  who  have  advocated  the  passage 
of  a  bill  to  pay  this  claim,  and  that  error  has  been 
this:  they  nave  uniformly  stated  it  to  be  a  part  of 
the  contract  that  the  Creeks  should  have  the  sUoes 
«nd  property  that  they  might  take  from  the  Semi- 
noles during  their  engagement.  There  never  was 
any  such  contract.  The  United  States,  through 
its  agent,  General  Jesup,  never  entered  into  such 
an  engagement.  I  have  the  contract  before  me, 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  well,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  committee  understand  distinctly  the 
terms  of  that  contract,  to  send  it  up  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  and  have  it  read: 

The  state  of  JUtAama,  Tallapoosa  Couniv: 

Thia  eootcact,  entered  into  betweeo  tb«  United  States  of 
America  on  the  firit  part,  and  the  CreeJi  tribe  of  Indians  on 
ti^e  otber  part,  witneaMth : 

Tbat,  upon  the  consideration  here^ler  mentioned,  the 
party  of  the  first  part  acrees  to  advance  to  the  partv  of  the 
second  part  the  sura  of  thirty-one  thousand  nine  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  pajrment  of  the  debts  due  by 
the  Creek  nation*  of  Indians.  And  the  party  of  the  second 
part  hereby  covenants  and  agrees  to  Aimisfa  tram  their  tribes 
the  number  of  from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  men  for 
service  against  the  Seminoles,  to  be  continued  in  service 
until  the  same  shall  be  conquered ;  they  to  receive  the  pay 
and  emoluments  and  equipments  of  soldiers  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  such  frfonder  as  they  may  take  f>om 
the  Seminoles. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  releases,  transfers,  and 
assigns  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  all  their  right,  title, 
claim,  interest,  and  demand,  in  and  to  the  annuity  granted 
by  the  party  of  the  first  part  to  the  party  of  fiie  second  part, 
for  the  year  1837. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  John  A.  Campbell,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  set  my  hand  and  aflix  ray  seal, 
the  seth  of  August,  1836. 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL,  [l.  s.j 

In  witneaa  whereof^  we,  the  cbieA  and  headmen  of  said 
tribe,  on  the  behalf  or  said  nation,  do  herebv  set  our  hands 
and  affix  our  seals,  the  38th  of  August,  1836. 

HYPOTHLB  YOHOLA,  his  X  mack.       [l.  s.I 
LITTLE  DOCTOR,  his  X  mark.  l.  s/ 

TUCKABATCHEE  MICO,  his  X  mark.   l.  s.' 


YELKA  HAYO,  his  X  mark. 
Attest:  EnwARD  Hawick, 
Basbnt  Dubois. 


L.  s. 


This  claim  is  to  recover  the  money  paid  for 
one  hundred  and  three  negroes,  claimed  as  the 
slaves  of  the  Seminoles,  and  alleged  to  have  been 
oUcen  by4he  Creeks  while  engaged  under  their 
agreement,  upon  the  ground,  and  the  only  one 
which  has  been  contended  for  here,  that  it  was 
a  part  and  parcel  of  the  contract,  that  slaves 
were  to  be  aelivered,  if  taken  by  them,  to  the 
Creeks,  as  property,  as  plunder,  ror  the  uses  and 
purposes  of  slavery.  It  will  be  seen,  that  what 
they  were  entitled  to  by  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
was  the  plunder  which  they  might  take  from  the 
Seminoles  during  the  time  of  their  engagement. 
It  is  to  make  these  slaves  a  portion  of  thatpUmder, 
and  to  recover  pay  for  them  as  plunder,  that  this 
claim  is  brought. 

This  is  a  true  statement  of  this  case.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress  adopted 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  made 
in  18&,and  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  the  present 
Congress  adopt  the  language  of  that  report  as  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract  entered  into  between  the 
Creeks  and  the  United  States.  This  has  been  the 
Common  error  of  those  who  have  sustained  this 
claiin.  This  report  thus  adopted  in  the  Thirtieth 
and  Uiis  Congress,  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affkirs^was  first  made  to  the  Twenty-fiflh 
Congress,  and  was  the  first  report  that  was  made 
upon  this  Subject.  This  is  the  language  of  that 
report  in  relation  to  the  above  contract,  viz: 

"  In  the  year  1836.  General  Jesup,  then  in  command  of 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Florida,  agreed  with 
certain  Creek  warriors,  whose  services  be  thus  engaged 
against  the  hostile  Seminoles,  that  they  should  be  entitled 
to  all  the  »Utv€s  and  other  property  of  the  enemy  tkey  might 
capture.  The  said  warriors,  in  pursuance  of  this  engage- 
ment, among  other  things,  eaptttred  a  large  number  of  ne- 
tro€$f  e^cut  on*  hundrM  andthree  of  whom  were  $lave$  of 
the  Seminoles,  and  became,  under  said  contract,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Creek  warriors." 

Here  is  the  lanrua^e  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs  in  1842,  and  the  language 
which  has  been  adopted  b^  the  Committee  of 
Claims  in  rdation  to  tjiis  claim.  The  first  point  I 
make,  then,  is  this:  That  there  never  was  such  a 
contract  as  the  one  described  in  that  report,  that 
the  Creeks  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  slaves  they 
might  capture  from  the  Seminoles;  and  to  sustain 
that  poin t,  1  present  the  contract  itself.  The  terms 
of  that  contract  are,  that  the  Creeks  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  what  plunder  they  take  of  the  Seminoles, 
but  not  to  the  slaves  they  take;  and  there  I  leave 
this  point.  Next  I  call  upon  those  who  are  to  ad- 
vocate this  claim,  in  the  first  place  to  establish  the 
fiact  that  the  Cre^  took  the  negroes  in  contro- 


versy. Upon  that  point,  and  upon  this  whole 
matter,  the  evidence  is  very  voluminous,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  state  it  here;  but  I  deny  that  there  is 
sufficient  evidence  in  the  case,  derived  from  the 
facts,  and  not  from  this  extraordinary  report  of 
1842,  to  prove  these  negroes  were  taken  by  the 
Creek  warriors.  I  will  adniit  that  report  so  states 
in  the  very  start.  It  alleges  the  facts  to  be,  that 
the  Creeks  took  these  negroes,  but  I  deny  that  the 
facts  justify  or  authorize  that  alle^tion.  It  ap- 
pears in  the  proofs  that  a  part  of  these  n^roes 
were  taken,  or  came  in,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
of  1838.  Now,  the  Creek  soldiers  were  mustered 
out  of  the  service  in  the  fall  of  1837,  so  that  part 
of  these  captives  they  never  had  anything  to  do 
with.  Without  going  into  the  detail  of  mat  evi- 
dence, I  call  upon  the  advocates  of  this  measure  to 
establish  the  fact,  that  the  Creek  soldiers  ever  took 
one  of  these  heroes.  This  is  among  the  many 
errors  committed  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress. 

I  call  upon  the  advocates  of  this  claim  to  estab- 
lish another  fact — a  fact  not  recognized  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  not  recognized  by  our  own  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  except  so  far  as  applicable  to 
certain  riehts  maintainea  in  a  portion  or  our  own 
States.  1  call  upon  them  to  establish  the  fact,  that 
the  institution  or  slavety  existed  among  the  Sem- 
inoles at  all.  I  deny  that  fact.  Where  is  the  evi- 
dence that  these  humble  negroes,  taken  in  the  heat 
of  battle,  fighting  for  their  rights  and  liberties, 
nobly  sacrificing  their  lives  in  the  defence  of  their 
country,  in  the  defence  of  their  homes,  their  fire- 
sides, in  defence  of  their  nationality,  were  slaves? 
By  the  law  of  nations — the  universal  law  govern- 
ing mankind,  with  only  exceptions  which  but  tend 
to  establish  the  general  principle— every  presump- 
tion, is  that  these  men  were  free.  The  whole  law 
of  the  case,  every  legal  intendment  is,  that  these 
men  were  free  citizens  of  the  Seminole  nation. 
Let  the  advocates  of  this  claim  establish  these 
points  before  they  ask  to  pass  this  bill:  first,  that 
slaves  are  embraced  in  tne  contract;  next,  were 
these  negroes  captured  by  the  Creeks;  and  next, 
under  the  law,  the  law  of  nations,  the  law  of  this 
nation,  or  by  the  law  even  of  that  savage  Indian 
nation  let  them  show,  if  they  can,  that  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  existed  among  the  Seminoles  at 
all.    I  deny  it— -deny  each  of  these  propositions. 

There  is  another  point  which  I  think  is  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  I  am  entirely  right  in  the  conclusions  I  have 
arrived  at  in  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  see  satisfacto- 
rily that  this  money  was  ever  paid  at  all. 

It,  is  said  that  General  Watson  contracted  here 
in  Washington  to  pay  $14,600,  and  that  he 
placed  the  money  in  the  hands  of  a  common  agent, 
Major  Armstnfn^,  who  was  Indian  agent,  and, 
by  the  purchaser  himself,  made  agent  to  pay  this 
money,  not  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indfians  till 
they  dad  arrived  at  their  own  country  west  of 
the  Mjssissippi.  It  is  a  fair  inference  that  the 
money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  to  be 
delivered  upon  the  receipt  of  the  negroea.  Now, 
the  negroes  were  never  delivered  to  General  Wat- 
son. He  never  had  possession  of  them;  and  I 
am,  at  least,  justified  m  asking  the  advocates  of 
this  claim  to  show  that  this  money  ever  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  chiefs  or  autnorized  agents 
of  the  Creeks,  or  that  it  ever  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  General  Watson's  agent. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  case,  and  one 
which,  I  think,  should  be  entirely  controlling,  if 
there  was  no  other  point  in  it.  It  is  this:  If  these 
negroes  were  property  at  all  at  the  time  the  pur- 
chase was  made — ^if  they  were  property  accord- 
ing to  Uie  laws  of  property  among  tne  l^eminoles, 
or  of  the  States  wnere  they  were  held,  they  were 

?roperty  of  the  value  of  $60,000  or  i70,000. 
'his  will  not  be  disputed.  General  Watson, 
too,  knew  all  about  the  condition  of  that  property; 
he  was  fiimiliar  with  the  whole  matter;  he  was 
himself  engaged  in  removing  Creek  Indians,  and 
the  contingencies  of  the  property  he  well  under- 
stood; he  knew  all  about  the'daim  of  Uie  Semi- 
noles, if  they  had  any,  and  of  the  Creeks,  if  they 
had  any,  to  this  property;  he  was  probably  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  it  than  any  officer  of 
the  Government.  This  whole  transaction  was  after 
the  treaty  of  Camp  Dade,  made  6th  of  March, 
1837,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  at  least  a  part 
of  these  very  negroes  should  go  with  the  Semi- 
noles to  their  home  in  the  West,  which  Watson 
w«U  knsw. 
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Tbe  following  is  an  extract  from  thi9  treaty: 
«<C«pitul«tioa  of  the  Seminole  nmtioii  eT  Indiene  and  their 
•lUfg,  by  Jumper,  Hdah  Toocke,  (or  Da?y.)  and  Tabo- 
loocbee.  repreMating  the  principal  chief  Hieanopy,  and 
Ailly  empowered  by  bin,  mtered  into  with  Major  General 
Thomas  S.  Jerap,  oommandins  tbe  United  States  forces 
In  Florida,  the  6th  day  of  Mafcb,  1837. 
**  Aar.  I.  Tbe  chlefii  above  named,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  tbe  nation,  acree  that  hostuitiea  shall  cease  im- 
mediately, and  tball  not  oe  resumed. 

"Amr.  II.  They  agree  and  bind  themselves,  that  the 
entire  nation  ^all  immediately  emiffrate  to  the  country  an- 
sifned  to  them  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  west 
oftheMissisiippt." 

"  Akt.  V.  MiOoc^'^h^m  Jesup,  in  behalf,  of  the  United 
States,  agrees  that  the  Seminoles  and  their  ames ,  who  come 
in  and  emigraie  to  th«  West,  shall  be  secure  in  their  lives  and 
property ;  that  their  negroes,  their  bona  fide  property,  shall 
accompany  them  to  the  West    ♦       •       •       •       * 

"  Art.  VI.  Tbatthe  expenses  of  the  movement  westshall 
be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

<«  Aar.  VII.  That  the  chleA,  warriors,  and  their  families 
and  negroes,  shall  be  subsiMed,  from  the  time  they  assemble 
la  camp,  near  Tampa  Bay,  until  fhey  arrive  at  their  homes 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  twelve  months  thereaiter,  at 
the  expenae  of  the  united  States." 

Gkneral  Watson  knowing  that  this  property,  if 
property  at  all,  was  worth  |60,000,  and  knowing 
the  contingencies  attached  to  it»  and  knowing 
of  this  treaty  purchased  it,  as  a  speculation,  for 
414,600.  It  was  but  a  speculation.  It  was  an 
advcnttire.  He  took  all  the  chances,  all  the  risk, 
on  himsdf;  and,  under  the  circiunstances,  he  has 
no  right  Co  come  to  Congress  and  ask  to  be  remu- 
nerated. The  Oorernment  never  guarantied  pos- 
session. The  Creeks  guarantied  title.  But  Watson 
knew  this  QoYirnment  had  no  lawAil  power  to 
give  him  possession;  this  Government  referred 
nelftttig* — ^had  no  power  to  do  so. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Gh>vemmeni  agents  did 
not  deliver  the  property,  as  ordered  by  the  Ds- 
partment.  They  had  no  authority  to  deliver  the 
property.  They  had  no  evidence  that  the  contract 
between  the  Seminoles  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  embraced  these  negroes.  On  the 
contrary,  thev  had  positive  evidence,  from  the  con- 
tract itself,  tnat  they  were  not  embraced  in  it. 
They  had  no  evidence  that  slavery  existed  among 
the  Seminoles,  and  they  would  have  been  culpa- 
ble in  the  highest  deffreeif  they  had  violated  every 
ftrindpie  of  Taw  to  obey  an  unlawful  order  of  an 
ndian  Bureau.  They  had  no  right  to  separate 
these  colored  prisonera  of  war  from  the  others, 
and  declare  them  to  be  chattels,  things,  slaw. 
What  were  these  directions  from  the  Indian  De- 
partment but  an  unlawful,  an  abominable  order, 
that  men  who  had  fallen  into  our  hands  by  the 
fortunes  of  war  should  be  taken  from  under  the 
control  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States 
and  made  slaves — slaves  themselves  and  in  their 
posterity,  to  the  latest  generation ?  It  was  notiiing 
else,  it  was  a  naked,  undisguised  design  to  have 
prisonera  of  war  sold,  by  the  intervention  of  the 
oAcera  of  the  United  States,  into  perpetual  slavery, 
without  trial,  without  evidence,  without  hearing. 
Is  Congress  to  sustain  a  transaction  of  that  kind, 
a  transaction  of  so  infamous  a  character? 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  (interrupting.)  Perhaps  the 
gentleman  can  inform  us  what  disposition  was 
made  of  these  pereons  after  they  came  into  the 
hands  of  General  Watson  ? 

Mr.  SACKETT.  They  went  with  the  other 
prisonera  of  war  to  the  West.  They  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  military  forces  or  the  United 
States  and  wera  treated  as  prisoneraof  war. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  Were  tbey  sUves  or  free  ne- 
groes? 

Mr.  SACKETT.  They  were  with  the  Indians 
in  the  Florida  war,  and  aAer  they  feU  into  the 
hands  of  the  military  forces  of  the  .United  States, 
they  refused  to  be  separated  from  their  Indian 
ftiends,  hut  went  with  them  to  their  country  in  the 
West;  thera  is  no  evidence  they  were  slaves. 

I  will  not  longer  detain  the  committee  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  case.  I  present  these  points,  firat, 
thaC  there  never  was  any  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween the  €k>vemment  of  the  United  States  and 

the  Creek  Indians,  in  rdation  to  slaves thera  is 

no  power  to  make  such  a  contract  under  the  Con- 
stitution.   That  is  one  point. 

In  the  Bscond  place,  thera  is  no  evidence  that 
the  Creeks  took  these  negroes  at  all. 

In  the  third  place,  thera  is  no  evidence  that  sla- 
very exists  among  the  Seminoles,  and  the  law  of 
nations — the  contrary  not  being  shown— clearly 
establishes  the  (act  that  slavery  does  not  exist 
thov,  and  therefora  they  were  taken  as  ordinary 
prisonera  of  war. 


And,  in  the  fourth  place,  General  Watson  en- 
tered into  this  negotiation  with  his  eyes  open,  and, 
underatanding  tte  w^hole  transaction  and  all  the 
contingencies  in  relation  to  it,  entered  into  it  as  a 
speculatiop,  purchasing  what  was  worth,  as  prop- 
erty, |60,000  or  170,000,  for  |14,600,  and  took  his 
chances  of  the  result.  I  present  these  four  points 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee.  It  was  an 
agreement  with  the  Creeks,  not  with  this  nation 
-—the  United  States  received  nothing. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  the 
positive  assertion  of  the  gentleman,  tnat  thera  is 
no  evidence  to  sustain  the  claim,  arises  from  his 
failure  to  examine  the  evidence  in  the  case.  I  ap- 
prehend that  General  Jesup,  who  was  connected 
with  the  transaction  to  some  extent,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Aflraira,and  the  then  Secretary  of 
War,  [Mr.  Poinsett,]  underetood  the  facts  in  the 
case  as  well  as  gentlemen  here  now  do,  and  a  great 
deal  better;  and  if  any  j^entleman  will  examine 
into  the  facts,  he  will  mid  it  stated  in  the  raport 
upon  tliis  case,  (made  some  yeara  since,  and  con- 
tained in  Ex.  Doc  No.  225,  dd  sess.  25th  Cong.,) 
that  the  institution  of  slavery  did  exist  among  the 
Seminoles.  The  gentleman  states  that  thera  is  no 
evidence  that  slavery  existed  there,  nor  is  there  any 
evidence  that  the  Creeks  captured  these  slaves.  I 
will  read  the  statement  of  General  Jesup,  that  the 
committee  may  see  what  little  reason  tne  gentle- 
man has  for  such  positive  assertions.  In  one  of  his 
lettera  to  Captain  William  Armstrong,  he  says: 

Nbwiiarsvillr,  (PLoniDA,)  September  17,  1837. 

Sin:  In  addition  to  the  inducements  held  out  »>  tte  In- 
dians who  may  enter  the  service,  is  that  of  the  fieminole 
property.  Their  negroes,  horses  and  cattle,  (and  thoy  are 
rich  in  that  description  of  property,)  will  be  given  to  the 
captors ;  the  Creek  warriors,  who  cultured  bat  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  Seminole  property,  received  for  their  captures  j 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Captain  Wm.  AaMsraoKo,  TH.  8.  JESUP. 

•  CkodUaw  Jtgenoff  Jtrkat%$aM. 

Here  is  another  letter  of  General  Jesup: 

[bxtsact.] 
FoMT  GiLLtLANo,  September  17, 1937. 
CArrAts :  In  addition  to  their  pay  as  soldiers,  they  (the 
Choctaw  warriors]  will  have  all  tlie  Seminole  property  tney 
capture ;  and  those  Indians  are  rich  in  cattle,  horses,  and 
negroes.  The  Creek  warriors  received  between  ^14,000 
and  $15,000  for  their  captures.  TH.  S.  J£8UP. 

Captain  B.  L.  Bonicbvillk,  7th  Inihntry, 
Commanding  Choctaw  warriorSf 

(^etaw  agency  f  Jtrkan$€U, 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Are  you  reading  from  the 
contract? 

Mr.  DANIEL.    No,  sir;  I  am  not  reading  from 
the  contract;  but  I  am  reading  to  show  how  Gen- 
eral Jesup  understood  the  coqtract,  and  how  the 
Creek  warriors  understood  it.    Thev  looked  upon 
it  as  embracing  not  only  all  the  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs  captured  by  them,  but  all  the  slaves  they 
might  take  fi^m  the  Seminoles.    In  a  certain  list, 
in  which  the  officers  were  directed  to  report  the 
names  of  the  negroes  and  their  owners,  it  appears 
that  a  great  many  slaves  were  owned  by  a  certain 
Harriet  Bowlegs,  daughter  of  an  Indian  chief.  The 
facts  show  that  a  great  many  slaves  were  owned 
by  other  Indians.    But  notwithstanding  this,  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  says  slavery  did  not 
exist  among  the  Seminoles;  anc^that  the  contract 
with  the  Creek  warriors  did  not  embrace  slaves. 
These  assertions,  in  the  face  of  the  official  re- 
ports and  statements  I  have  read,  should  have 
no  weight  Mrith  this  committee.     If  the  facts  were 
to  be  looked  at,  and  the  case  decided  as  any  simi- 
lar case,  not  involving  this  peculiar  species  of 
property,  it  would,  I  apprehend,  meet  with  no  , 
opposiuon.    I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  before  ' 
I  get  throug:h,  that  the  question  which  the  gentle- 
man has  raised,  does  not  necessarily  arise  in  the 
case,  but  that  Mr.  Watson  was  drawn  into  this  ii 
matter  partly  to  relieve  the  Government  from  the  ,  | 
embarrassing  situation  in  which  it  had  been  placed.  , 
The  facts  are  ililly  stistained  by  the  reports,  but  | ; 
it  would  take  too  much  time  to  read  them.    I  will  * 
state  the  material  facts  to  be  gathered  from  them.  |. 
In  the  prosecution  of  the  Seminole  war,  it  seems  to  • ' 
have  occurred  to  General  Jesup,  then  conducting  it,  ' , 
that  a  band  of  Creek  warriors  would  furnish  efficient  i 
aid  in  hunting  out  the  Seminoles  in  their  hiding  • 
places,  and  giving  intelligence  where  they  might  ' 
be  found,  and  thus  enable  him  to  act  more  success-  \ ' 
fully  against  them.  He  therefore  entered ,  it  seems,  i ' 
into  an  engagement  with  the  Creeks,  that  if  they  ; 
would  fumiM  a  band  of  warriors,  they  should,  in  i| 
addition  to  their  pay  as  soldiers,  have  all  the  prop-  ,  | 
erty  they  might  capture,  embracing  slaves  as  well  \  j 
as  any  other  property.  ! , 
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Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  desire  to  make  an  ffiquirv 
of  the  gentleman.  I  understand  him  to  tav,  Uuti 
General  Jesup  entered  into  this  contract  with  th^ 
Creek  Indians.    Do  I  understand  himcorrecUy? 

Mr.  IXANIEL.    I  so  understand  thecontraa 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  did  not  understand  the 
document  when  it  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
It  was  my  impression,  however, that  tMa  comnci 
was  siffned  by  another  man,  and  that  General  Jn- 
up  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  AU  I  desire  it  u 
get  at  the  facts,  and  if  I  am  wrong  I  desire  to  U 
corrected. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Although  not  signed  by  Gee- 
eral  Jesup,  it  might  have  been  maae,  and  1  sop. 
pose  was  made,  under  the  authority  and  bv  onler 
of  General  Jesup.  I  am  quite  certain  iliat  liie 
agreement  was  recognized  and  sanctioned  by  him. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  was  in  that  couotry 
at  the  time  this  contract  was  made.  Ibelonsedio 
a  company  at  that  time  which  had  contracted  (o, 
emigrate  these  Indians  beyond  the  Miaaiasippi 
river.  By  the  order  of  Genial  Jesup  I  obtau«! 
a  contraa  for  emigrating-these  Indians.  Thejwm 
promised  that  if  Uiey  would  go  to  Florida  aod  u- 
sist  in  the  war  agaust  the  seminoles,  thai  they 
should  have  the  {minder  captured  by  them,iodu- 
ding  the  negroes.  This  was  expressly  undentood 
before  thev  left  the  country.  1  was  there  tt  tite 
time,  and  i  do  not  think  I  can  be  mistakes;  they 
expressly  understood  that  they  were  to  hare  t&« 
negroes  which  they  should  capture.  These  tr? 
facts,  and  stubborn  facts.  We  were  to  take  (i» 
families  of  the  Mrarriors  ensaged  in  the  SemiiioJt 
war  to  Mobile  Point,  and  there  feed  them  uU  tbe 
war  Mras  concluded.  This  was  done;  aod.theb- 
dians,  aAer  the  war  was  over,  did  not  return  to  the 
Creek  country,  but  to  Mobile  Poim,  where  werr 
ceived  them  and  carried  them  west  of  tka  Mim- 
sippi  river.  I  say  I  was  in  the  country  whan  tbeit 
Indians  went  into  that  war,  and  Lknow  that  lia 
was  their  imderstanding;  and  whether  tbe  cootna 
specifies  that  they  were  to  have  the  skvea,  or  aot, 
such  wis  their  imderstanding  of  it  beyond  a  doutK. 

But  the  gentleman  says  were  waa  noihine  hke 
slavery  existing  in  that  country.  Near,  I  tm 
born  and  raised  in  that  country,  and  ray  recoUtc^ 
tion  is,  tliat  slavery  has  always  existed  among  then, 
I  know  that  a  trade  has  been  carried  on  by  leiiug 
slaves  between  the  Creeks  and  Florid^  Ia^i»^ 
These  are  facU  which  I  know;  and  whatercr  nay 
be  said  by  other  gentlemen  in  relation  to  thii  out- 
ter,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  money  waa  paidibr 
these  tttfroes.  The  eentleman  statea  thiu  th^ 
were  sokl  for  |14,6(W,  while  they  were  worth 
$70,000.  1 1  must  be  recollected  that  that  property 
was  selling  low,  comparatively,  then,  to  whet  i: 
sells  for  now*,  and  who  woula  buy  that  ktod  of 
property  unless  he  expected  to  purchaae  it  for  lee 
than  its  real  value?  No  man  of  sense  wouldban 
done  it. 

Mr.  SACKETT,    The  report  upon  which  thu 

claim  ia  based,  stales  expressly  that  these  nefioe 
were  ^orth  $60,000  at  market  value. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  do  not  know  whit 
the  report  states,  for  I  have  not  read  it,  b«i  I  »7 
again,  that  no  person  would  have  bought  theft««; 
groes  under  the  circumstances,  unless  they  ha^ 
been  sold  for  less  than  their  qnarket  value. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  waa  proceeding  to  hraf  "»{ 
material  facu  before  the  committee,  and  ihn  i 
will  state  the  point  upon  which  I  think  the  c»e 
really  turns.  In  accordance  with  tbe  underwim- 
ini^tween  General  Jesup  and  the  Creek  Ind>tf>»; 
n  W&id  or  regiment  of  that  tribe  embarked  in  ae 
war.  The  Creek  warriors  daimed  to  hMXCCApiorm 
the  rise  of  one  hundred  sUves— one  hundred  aw 
three,  I  think.  The  whole  number  of  "1*«»^^ 
from  the  Seminoles  was,  between  two  h«n<*^.*^ 
three  hundred.  A  great  many  had  run  away  fro» 
the  planters  residing  in  Florida,  Georgia,  and  A» 
bama,  and  were  living  among  theae  Mmt^f^ 
they  were  captured .  For  auch  aa  belonged  to  oar 
own  citizens,  and  were  captured  by  tbe  CretK  ww- 
riors.  they  received  $90  shesd.  Thay  r««r^ 
good  deal  of  money  in  this  way.  T*** 'n  u 
captured  and  claimed  by  the  Creeks,  w  w«u  « 
others,  were  taken  into  custody  and  c*!7*  .L^  w 
the  orders  of  General  Jesup,  to  Fort  Pik*. «»« 
be  kept  until  some  disposition  shouU  ^^ 
them.  Knowing  the  influence  which  »•  •J^ 
had  ov«  their  Indian  owners,  ^^J^^^i^ 
attachment  to  th*ir  slaves,  it  owurrej  *^**.  y 
cers  of  the  -Government,  that  if  ^^'i^X^Zy 
go  west  with  the  Crsdts,  who  captured  them,  w  ; 
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-MTOttld  become  ■.  source  of  contention  and  of  war 
tMtwetn  the  Seminolee  and  the  Creeks.    These 
coQieqtiencM  M  Secretary  of  War  and  the  ofli- 
ctn  engngea  in  that  senrice  were  disposed  to  pre- 
rent;  and  General  Jesup«  it  seems»  made  an  inef- 
fectual dfort  to  purchase  of  the  Creek  warriors 
their  taptured  slaves,  that  they  mi^ht  be  sent  to 
Liberia.    They  were  kept  at  F'ort  Pike  some  time. 
After  the  slaves  were  sent  to  Fort  Pike  the  Semi- 
Dolet  sarrend^red,  and  a  treaty  vras  concluded  be- 
tveen  them  and  General  Jesup.    They  were  then, 
ordered  to  New  Orleans,  from  whence  they  were 
to  be  tent  to  their  destination,  west  of  Arkansas. 
.  The  slaves  had  not  been  disposed  of,  and  were  still 
at  Fort  Pike  when  the  Indians  arrived  there. 
About  the  time  the  Semiholes  reached  Fort  Pike, 
certain  delegates  from  the  Creek  warriors  came  to 
Washington  city,  to  have  some  arrangement  made 
about  these  slaves.    General  Jesup  had  endeav- 
ored to  purchase  them  of  the  CreeK  warriors,  cmd 
•iiad  ordered  ft6,000  to  be  paid  to  them,  as  Appears 
from  one  of  his  dispatches.    In  another,  he  states 
that  they  were  the  property  of  the  Government. 
General  Jesup  was  under  the  impression,  when  he 
vrote  the  dispatches  I  have  read,  that  the  Creek 
varriors  had  accepted  the  $8,000  which  he  had 
directed  to  be  paia  them;  but  when  it  was  offered 
by  Lieutenant  Sloan  they  refused  to  take  it.    I 
have  no  doubt  that  General  Jesup  supposed,  at 
the  time  he  wrote  the  letter  referrea  to,  the  negroes 
had  been  actuallv  purchased  of  the  Indians. 

I  will  not  take  tne  time  to  refer  to  all  the  dispatches 
fiir  aO  the  facts  connected  with  this  matter;  but  if 
^ntlemen  will  take  time  to  examine  them,  they 
will  find  that  they  are  substantially  as  I  have 
auted  them.  Ths  Secretary  of  War  was,  it  seems, 
much  pefplexed  as  to  the  best  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  slaves.    He  did  not  know  what  the 
Government  could  do  with  the  slaves  if  purchased. 
It  was  suggested  by  General  Jesup  that  they  be  sent 
to  Liberia.    But  tnere  was  too  much  public  excite- 
ment u]K>n  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  consequence 
of  the  a^tation  of  the  2Ist  rule  for  the  exclusion 
of  aboliuon  petitions,  to  venture  upon  such  a  poli- 
cy.   It  seems  to  have  occurrfed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Mtfnxrn  to  prevail 
apon  the  Indians  to  wA\  their  interest  to  some  in- 
dividual, who  would  take  possession  of  the  slaves, 
am^hus  prevent  their  removal  West.    About  that 
time  Mr.  Watson  happened  to  be  in  the  city  upon 
aome  business  he  had  with  the  War  Department, 
and  overtures  were  made  to  him  to  purchase  the 
interest  of  the  Creek  warriors  in  these  slaves.    It 
appears  from  the  evidtoce  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  make  the  purchase,  as  he  did  not  expect 
aoythine  of  the  sort.    He  first  ascertainea,  it 
seems,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  whether,  if  he 
afaould   purchase  these  slaves,  that  Department 
wo«ld  ^ve  an  order  upon  the  officers  having  the 
slaves  m  possession  to  d^ver  them  up  to  the 
authorized  a^ent  of  the  Creek  Indians,     ae  was 
assured  that  if  he  should  make  arrangement  with 
the  Creek  warriors  to  purchase  them,  the  War 
Department  would  give  the  order  and  have  the 
tlares  delivered  up  to  the  authorized  agent  of  the 
Creek  warriors.    That  matter  being  understood 
and  arranged,  he  then  put  himself  to  work  and 
obtained  at  some  sacrifice  f  14,G00,  the  purchase 
money  piaid  for  the  negroes.    To  raise  that  sum  , 
be  incurred,  as  he  says,  a  responsibility  of  some 
$17,000.     He  paid  the  purchase  money  to  Cap- 
tain Armstrong,  the  agent  of  the  Creek  Indians, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Creek  dele^tes.    While  I 
am  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  wUl  say,  tha^the 
pari^nase  money  was  earned  to  the  Creek  nation 
and  waa  there  distributed  amongst  the  Creeks  en- 
titled to  it.  The  contract  being  concluded  between 
Watsan  and  the  Creek  delegates,  the  War  Depart- 
ment, not  foreseeing  the  difficulties  of  separating 
the  Indians  from  the  Seminoles,  and  not  Knowing 
at  the  time  that  the  Seminoles  had  been  brought 
into  contact  with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Pike,  gave 
orders  directing  the  slaves  to  be  delivered  to  a  man 
W  the  name  of  Collins,  the  authorized  agent  of  the 
Creek  warriors.  Collins  went  to  New  Orleans  and 
demanded  the  negroes.  Some  ofthenemes  had  ]^ten 
previotialyattacned,at  the  instance  of  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Love.  A  controversy  took  place  between 
Love  and  General  Gaines  r^pecting  some  of  the  ne- 
groes, which  was  dismissed,  I  think,  but  occasioned 
soni!e  delay.    When  the  Seminole  Indians  found 
that  the  officers  having  charge  of  their  skives  were 
directed  by  the  Government  at  Washington  to  de- 
Hver  them  op  to  the  agent  of  the  CnA  Indians, 


they  manifested  ffreat  excitement,  and  refused  to 
go  West,  unless  their  slaves  were  permitted  to  go 
with  theip;  they  went  so  fares  to  say,  that  General 
Jesup  had  promised  them  that  if  they  would  re- 
move ^the  West,  their  slaves  should  go  with  them. 
I  have  s^  no  evidence  that  such  a  promise  was 
made  them  by  General  Jesup,  and  I  apprehend 
that  it  was  a  nihrication  of  the  Indians  afUsr  falling 
in  with  the  slaves.  Lieutenant  Reynolds  was 
the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  emigrating  Semi- 
noles. He  made  an  arrangement  with  Afr.  Collins, 
that  if  he  would  accompany  him  as  far  as  Vicks- 
burg,  he  might  theii  devise  some  means  to  get  the 
Indians  to  consent  to  the  delivery  of  the  negroes. 
They  were  not  authorized,  by  their  orders,  to  em- 
ploy force  for  that  purpose.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
censure  ttie  honest  efforts  of  Lieutenant  Rejmolds, 
though  Mr.  Collins  seems  to  think  he  did  not  do  all 
he  might  have  done  for  the  delivery  of  the  captured 
slaves.  The  Indians  would  not  consent  to  be  sepa- 
rated from  their  sltf^es  before  nor  on  their  arrival 
at  Vicksburg,  and  mt  agent  of  the  Creek  warriors, 
it  seems,  went  as  far  as  Fort  Gibson.  At  Little 
Rock,  before  reaching  Fort  Gibson,  Lieutenant 
Reynolds  aftked  the  assistance  of  the  Governor  of 
Arkansaa  to  aid  him  in  efiectine  a  delivery  of  the 
slaves,  but  the  Indians  seemed  to  be  so  excited 
that  the  Governor  refused  to  interfere  at  all,  and 
directed  those  con<;^med  in  their  removal  to  get 
them  off  as  soon  as  possible,  apprehending  there 
mupht  be  an  outbreak  or  serious  disturbance. 
Wnen  the  Indians,  with  the  negroes,  reaped  Fort 
Gibson,  General  Arbuckle,  stationed  there,  found 
it  impossible  to  deliver  the  slaves  without  using 
force,  which  he  conceived  to  be  impolitic,  and 
which  he  was  not  authorized  to  do;  and  he 
wrote  back  to  the  Department  the  reason  why 
he  had  not  obeyed  the  orders.  The  slaves  were 
never  delivered  up,  and  the  Gh>vemment  re- 
fused to  comply  with  its  engagement  with  the 
Creek  warriors.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not 
material  to  determine  the  value  of  the  slaves,  so 
far  as  the  bill  under  consideration  is  concerned. 
General  Watson  was  induced,  through  the  agency 
of  the  Grovemment,  to  advance  his  money  to  the 
Creek  vrarriors,  and  relieve  the  Government  from 
the  difficulty  in  which  it  was  placed,  by  relieving 
it  from  the  obligation  it  had  entered  into  to  deliver 
the  slaves  to  the  Creeks,  and  having  done  that,  he 
is  entitled,  upon  every  consideration  of  justice  and 
honor,  to  at  least  that  remuneration  authorized  by 
the  bill.  Mr.  Poinseu,  then  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Indian  agent,  did 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  that  the  Government 
should  reimburse  Mr.  Watson  for  the  money  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  the  Creek  warriors. 

I  think  it  is  apparent  from  the  document  to 
which  1  have  referred,  and  from  a  statement  of 
Judge  Iverson,  who  happened  to  be  here  at  the 
time,  that  a  proposition  was  actually  made  to 
General  Watson  to  purchase  these  slaves.  I  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  statement  of  Judge  Iverson, 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  statement  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as 
follows: 

«  Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  warrion  c<HnposiBg  what 
waa  called  the  Creek  regiment  enlisted  byGeaerml  Jiirapio 
1936  to  aerve  in  tlie  Flonda  war  agalnat  ttie  Seaiiiiolea.  and 
the  removal  of  said  warriors  with  their  families  to  the  Creek 
nation  west,  General  James  C.  Watson  and  myself  were  de- 
puted, Bi  agents  th>m  the  Alabama  emigrating  company 
CWho  removed  the  Creeks  and»  contract)  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  to  settle  up  the  accoonts  of  said  company  with 
the  Oovemment.  When  we  arrived  in  Washington,  we 
found  General  Annstrong,  Indian  agent,  in  the  city,  with  a 
delegation  of  Creek  cMefa.  A  propMltion  was  immediately 
made  to  General  Watson  and  mjrself,  by  Carey  C.  Hanis, 
Commiasionsr  of  Indian  AflMrs,  to  porohase  a  laige  lot  of 
negroes  then  claimed  by  the  said  Creek  regiment,  and  repre- 
sented to  be  at  the  time  in  the  custody  of  the  United  States 
at  Fort  King,  near  New  Orleans.  The  proposition  was 
declined  by  me,  bm  1  was  personally  acquainted  with  flMiat 
of  the  fhcts  and  convenNUions  which  occurred  between  the 
department,  the  Indian  agent  Armstrong,  and  General  Wat- 
son, and  learned  the  following  particulars :  7*bat  these  ne- 
groes had  been  captured  in  Florida  by  the  Creek  regiment, 
from  the  hostile  S«ninoles;  that  agreeably  to  an  agreement 
made  with  said  regiment  by  General  Jesup,  they  were  to 
have  all  the  property  of  the  hostiles  which  they  could  cap- 
ture, and  they  claimed  these  negroes;  that  General  Arm- 
strong and  the  delegation  in  Washington  had  authority  to 
dispose  of  or  sell  their  claim  to  them  negroes ;  lliat  the 
8eminoles  who  had  emigrated  to  the  West  were  very  averse 
to  allowing  these  negroes  to  go  into  the  possession  of  the 
Creeks ;  that  the  Creeks  were  equally  determined,  wh*m 
they  arrived  West,  to  seise  them  and  subject  them  to  their 
own  service.  The  War  Department  apprehended  that  se« 
rious  difficulty  would  grow  out  of  this  conflictinc  claim, 
and  that  war  would  ensue  between  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles in  the  centest  Ibr  the  negroes.  It  was  deemed  by  th<r 
Department  pmdeat,  and  indeed  aeeesnry,  to  prevent 
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bloodshed  and  war  between  tilt  two  tribes,  that  the  negroes 
should  not  be,0ent  to  the  West,  bat  should  be  sold  in  the 
United  States.  Hence  the  proposition  txom  the  Commis-' 
sioner  of  Indian  AflWrs  to  Seneral  Watson,  to  purchase 
the  negroes.  Genend  Wataofr  hesliated  ibr  several  days, 
but  being  urged  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  assured  that  the  negroaa 
would  be  delivered  to  his  agent  inuuedlately,  he  consented 
to  buy  them,  and  paid  the  price  fixed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  AflUrs,  and  General  Armstrong,  the  agent  An 
order  was  issued  fVom  the  Department,  and  an  agent  dis- 
patched by  General  Watson  to  New  Orloan^  to  receive  the 
negroes.  The  United  States  officers  in  cba^  of  them  re- 
vised to  deliver  them  ^tbey  were  transported  to  Fort  Gib- 
son and  turned  over  to  General  Arbuckle,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  and  were  by  him  surreaderad  to  the  Seminole 
Indians,  or  turned  loose  and  Joined  them;  so  that  they  ware 
whollv  lost  to  General  Watson.  Given  under  my  hand  thi^ 
1901  December,  1851 ._  ALFRED  IVERSON.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  here  is  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  about  that  time, 
which  has  some  bearing  upon  that  arrangement, 
and  corroborates  that  statement — if  it  is  necessary 
to  corroborate  a*  statement  made  by  Judee  Iver- 
son, with  whom  many  of  us  are  acquainted.  .This 
bears  date  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1838.  That 
letter  was  written  probably  about  the  time  of  the 
overture  made  to  General  WaUon,  ahd  in  view  of 
it.  The  arrangement  between  Watson  and  the 
Creek  delegation  was  concluded  on  the  8th  or  9th 
of  May,  1838—1  think  'on  the  8tK.  Here  is  an- 
other letter,  dated  May  9, 1838,  after  the  arrange- 
ment had  been  concluaed: 

Was  Dbpaitxent,  '  ) 
OrricK  Imdian  ArrAias,  May  9, 1838.  ( 

Sia;  The  doelsion  made  a  ftw  days  since,  that  the  ne- 
groas  capcnred  by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida  aboirid,  lu 
compliance  with  the  engagement  of  GaaenU  Jesup,  be  de- 
livered to  the  delegaticm  now  here,  has  been  communicated 
to  them,  with  the  mtimatiofr  that  when  they  had  determined 
what  dispoeitkm  would  be  amde  of  them,  and  commimiea- 
ted  information  of  the  same  a>  this  Departmeot,  the  neeee- 
sary  orders  would  be  issued.  In  a  cmnmunication  just  re- 
ceived from  the  delegation,  they  sute  they  have  appointed 
Nathataiel  P.  CoMns,  of  Alabama,  their  attorney  in  Aict,  to 
receive  the  negroes.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  an 
order  laay  ^  iasued  to  the  oommanding  officer  at  Fort 
Pike,  to  Major  Isaac  Clark  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  com- 
manolng  officer  in  Florida,  and  to  any  other  officer  who 
may  have  charge  of  them,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  ColUns  all  the 
negroes  in  queatioii.  He  will,  o%onrse,  bold  them  8ub|ect 
to  the  lawful  clainw  of  all  whiu  persons.  Abraham  and  bis 
fluoily  should  be  excepted,  in  consequence  of  a  promue 
made  by  General  Jesup.  The  officers  should  be  instructed 
to  exercise  due  caution,  so  aato  deliver  only  thMie  captured 
by  the  Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  ^at  it  appears  fh>m 
a  letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Sloan,  that  these  Indiana 
rei\iscd  the  $8,000  offered  them,  undf r  the  direction  of 
<Seneral  Jesup,  fbr  their  interest  in  these  negroes. 

Very  retpectAiUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commiition§r. 

Captain  8.  Coorca,  JteHng  SterHwry^  Wair, 

Now,  sir,  the  history  of  the  case,  as  I  have  given 
it,  from  the  statement  of  JudM  Iveraon,  the  letters 
of  the  Comnaissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  and  the 
orders  which  were  issued  for  the  ddivery  of  the 
slaves  to  the  agent  of  the  Creek  warriors,  shows 
that  one  of  otir  citisens,  relying  upon  the  fulfill- 
ment by  the  Oovemment  of  its  engagement  to  the 
Creeks,  advanced  a  krge  sttm  of  money,  whidi 
he  obtained  at  a  great  sacnfice,  and  thereby  relieved 
the  QoYemment  from  a  p^plexipg  engagement, 
and  enabled  it  to  carry  out  its  policy  of  removing 
the  Indians  westward ,  without  hazarding  the  peace* 
ful  relations  of  the  Seminole  and  Creek  tribes; 
and  yet  there  are  those,  forsooth,  who  not  only 
turn  a  deaf  ear,  but  strive  to  defeat  the  proposition 
to  refund  the  money  advanced  with  interest,  saying 
nothing  of  the  profits  which  might  have  been  real- 
ized, 1^  the  Government  fulfiUM  its  engagements, 
and  large  expenses  incurred  by  G^enend  iVatson 
to  get  possession  of  the  negroes,  merely  because 
the  question  of  slavery  is  comieeted  with  the  trans*> 
action.  Such  a  determination  can  only  be  con- 
sistent with  the  purpose  to  withhold  the  coimte- 
nance  and  protection  of  the  Federal  Government 
from  every  transaction  which  may  in  any  way 
relate  to  slavery.  If  there  be  a  maiority  upon  this 
floor  v^o  are  diqxised  to  place  the  Government 
in  dbat  attitude,  they  can  do  so.  If  all  who  may 
be  connected  with  such  .transactions  are  to  be 
placed  out  of  the  pale  of  its  protection,  that  fact, 
startling  as  it  may  be,  should  be  known.  If,  in- 
stead of  slaves,  this  transaction  had  related  to  any 
other  aroeoies  of  property,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Sacebtt]  would  not,  i  apprehend, 
have  raised  the  objections  to  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation which  he  has.  I  flatter  myself,  that  if  such 
were  the  ease,  he  would  be  one  of  the  most  stren- 
uous advocates  of  the  bill;  but  because  he  scents  a 
negro  in  the  breeze,  he  takes  the  stampede,  pricks 
up  his  ears,  and  seems  to  start.        ^ 

The  gentleman  charges  this  as  hsvinr  been  a 
speculation.    That,  it  seems  to  me,  U  altogether 
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immaterial,  if  not  idle.  Suppose  it  was  a  specn- 
iation — indeed  Wataon  would  have  been  a  fool  to 
have  given  the  full  value  of  the  alavea  under  the 
circumstances. 

"  There  is  many  a  slip 
Twixt  tlie  cup  and  tlis  lip." 

And  he  knew  that,  although  the  Gh>vemment  had 
pledged  its  failh  to  the  Creek  Indians  that  these 
slaves  should  be  delivered  up  to  them,  or  to  their 
agents,  some  difficulty  might  arise,  and  all  of  t^em 
might  not  be  obtained,  and  like  every  other  man, 
he  was  disposed,  when  he  had  hazards  to  run,  to 
make  as  good  a  bargain  as  possible.  The  slaves 
were  worth,  perhaps,  some  |dO,000  or  $40,000. 
He  paid  for  them  f  14,600 — not  quite  half  their 
value.  But  what  does  all  this  amount  to  when 
the  proposition  is  to  refund  the  moi\ey  actually 
advanced,  with  interest,  and  not  the  value  of  the 
slaves  and  the  outlay  in  efforts  to  obtain  them. 

I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  clear  or  well- 
founded  objection  to  the  arrangement  entered  into 
by  (General  Jeaup  with  the  Creek  warriors.  The 
Indian  tribes  have  been  regarded  and  treated  in 
conventional  arrangements  und  treaty  stipulations 
as  quasi  nations.  It  seems  to  have  been  in  that 
view  that  the  arrangement  was  entered  into  by 
General  Jesup,  and  approved  by  the  War  De- 
partment; ana  it  is  not  only  humane,  but  sound 
policy  that  our  Government  should  observe  its  en- 
gagements with  the  Indians.  This  it  failed  to  do, 
by  permitting  their  former  ovmers  to  retain  pos- 
session of  the  slaves,  afler  a  citizen,  relying  upon 
the  assurances  he  had  received,  had  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  Creeks  in  them,  thereby  occasion- 
ing a  ^evous  injury,  if  not  absolute  loss  to  one 
whom  It  was  its  duty  to  protect. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  proDOund  this  question:  How  does  he 
answer  the  objection  that  this  contract  does  not 
operate  upon  slaves?  I  lay  down  the  proposition 
that  it  does  not  include  slaves. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Tlyt  question  I  thought  I  had 
already  answered.  I  suppose  that  General  Jesup 
was  aware  of  what  he  intended  should  be  embraced 
by  the  terms  which  the  agreement  contains,  and 
the  Creek  warriors  knew  what  was  designed  to  be 
included.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflTairs 
seems  never  to  have  doubted  that  that  contract  em- 
braced slaves  as  well  as  other  property;  and  yet 
after  all  this,  the  gentleman  gets  up  and  quibbles 
about  it,  as  if  General  Jesup  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  did  not  know  what  they  had 
been  doing.  There  is  nothine  in  the  gentleman's 
objection.  I  thought  I  had  fully  answered  it  by 
what  I  had  read  from  thi  document  referred  to; 
no  matter  whether  upon  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  or  the  principles  of  sound  policy, 
this  was  a  justifiable  arrangement.  AAer  it  was 
entered  into,  the  strongest  considerations  of  policy 
required  our  Government  to  fulfill  its  ennigements 
with  the  Creek  warriors.  Had  not  V^tson  sat- 
isfied them,  and  the  Grovemment  had  refused  to  do 
so,  all  future  overtures  would  have  been  regarded 
with  suspicion. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  gentleman  has  stated  that 
the  Gk>vemment  agreed  to  rive  these  negroes  up  to 
the  agents  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and  I  would  like 
to  ask  him.  if  such  an  order  was  forwarded  to  the 
officenfof  the  army,  why  it  was  not  complied  with.' 

Mr.  DANIEL.  If  the  gentleman  had  attended 
to  me  he  Would  have  discovered  that  I  stated  the 
reason  why  the  negroes  were  not  delivered  up. 
ColHns,  as  the  agent  of  the  Creek  Indians,  attended 
at  New  Orleans  and-  demanded  Chem,  but  when 
the  Seminoles  came  in  contact  with  the  negroes  at 
Fort  White,  they  refused  to  proceed  West,  unless 
these  slaves  were  allowed  to  accompany  them. 

Mr.  SACKETT.    What  is  the  evidence? 

Mr.  DANIEX.  The  reports  of  the  ofiicers. 
Lieutenant  Reynolds  himself  states  it.  It  is  to  be 
inferred  from  General  Arbuckle's  statement,  and 
from  the  communications  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  recom- 
mending that  the  money  should  be  refunded. 
There  is  no  room  to  cavil  about  the  facts.  None 
in  the  world.  The  only  ground  of  objection  is 
really  that  slaves  are  involved. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  What  evidence  have 
the  committee  that  the  nepoes  claimed  as  skves 
to  the  Seminoles  were  in  met  slaves? 

Mr.  DA^H^L.  I  have  answered  that  question 
already  once  or  twice.  It  was  ascertained  by  those 
competent  to  know,  that  such  and  such  slaves  be- 
longtMl  to  such  and  such  persons.    Among  them 


were  slaves  of  Harriet  Bowlegs,  daughter  of  King 
Bowlegs. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  read 
that  part  of  the  evidence?  I  think  she  onl^  be- 
longed to  Bowlegs 's  tribe.  Tou  will  find  i^^age 
62. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Here  it  is  on  pa^e  74 — Jack 
Bowlegs,  thirty-six  years  of  age;  ana  others,  put 
down  as  property  of'^Harriet  j£>wlegs. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish  to  interrogate  the 
gentleman  as  to  whether  the  owners  put  down 
there  are  the  tribe  to  which  they  belonr? 

Mr.  DANIEL.  You  will  find  here  the  owners' 
names;  but  no  tribe.  There  is  another  statement, 
where  the  tribe  is  put  down,  as  well  as  the  owners' 
names,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  turned 
to  this  page.    There  is  no  room  for  cavil  here. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.    What  page  is  that  ? 

Mr.  DANIEL.    Page  74,  book  225. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.-  Will  my  ^iend  say  to  the 
committee  whether  page  74  refeft  to  slaves  taken 
in  1836  and  1837  ? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  know 
how  the  committee  were  able  to  determine  that  the 
negroes  claimed  were  slaves,  and  not  fugitives  from 
the  slaveholders  of  the  neighboring  States? 

Mr.  DANIEL.  If  the^  officers  who  were  au- 
thorized to  make  inquiries  coyld  not  ascertain 
these  facts,  no  one  could;  but  gentlemen,  it  seems, 
pretend  to  know  more  than  these  officers  who 
were  in  Florida,  some  of  them,  when  the  slaves 
were  captured.  These  officers  state  that  these 
negroes  were  the  slaves  of  the  Indians;  but  gen- 
tlemen say  they  were  not,  when  they  know  as 
much  about  it  as  we  know  about  the  man  in  the 
moon.  I  say,  the  proof  is  conclusive  that  the 
Seminoles  owned  slaves,  and  that  the  negroes 
amone  them,  c^enerally,  were  daves-HOnany  of 
them  fugitives  from  their  owners  in  Florida,  Greor- 

S'a,  and  Alabama.  Wherever  it  was  ascertained 
at  they  were  fugitive  slaves,  they  were  returned. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  upon  the 
facts  reported  to  him,  and  with  all  the  information 
which  ne,  from  his  position,  was  able  to  obtain, 
says  that  the  number  captured  by  the  Creeks  was 
between  sixty  and  seventy — the  number  having 
been  reduced  by  sickness.  Now,  it  seems  to  me, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  these  facts.  Watson 
having  reUeved  the  Government  from  its  difficul- 
ties by  rescinding  its  obligation  with  the  Creek 
warriors,  by  the  payment  of  a  laree  sura  of 
money,  upon  what  pnnci{>le  is  it  that  the  Govern- 
ment shall  not  refund  to  him  the  money  which  he 
advanced  upon  the  faith  of  its  assurances  ?  The 
Government  is  bound  to  protect  its  citizens,  not  ruin 
them.  There  can  be  no^;ood  reason  why  we  should 
not  refund  the  money  m  this  case.  It  is  a  dhse  of 
crying  injustice.  Watson,  who  has  been  deprived 
of  his  money  ever  since  1838,  is  now  dead,  and 
his  family,  perhapS|  are  in  a  suffering;  condition  in 
consequence  of  tne  tardiness  and  dewv  to  redress 
an  injury  which  the  Government  itself  has  occa- 
sioned. 

It  seems  to  me  that  every  principle  of  justice, 
and  every  object  for  which  government  is  insti- 
tuted,  require  us  to  refund  promptly  the  money 
which  he  has  advanced,  and  the  interest  upon  it. 

Mr.  MACE.  As  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  I  examined  into  this  case, 
as  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  and  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  conclusively,  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  {Mr. 
Daniel,  f  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  most  pro- 
found respect,  has  stated  to  the  committee,  in  broad 
terms,  that  if  this  claim  did  not  involve  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
passing  it  through  this  body.  I  do  not  know  what 
may  operate  upon  the  minds  of  gentlemen  Free- 
Soilers,  or  gentlemen  slaveholders,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  question,  but  I  apprehend  if  sla- 
very has  anything  to  do  with  the  question,  it 
would  give  to  this  bill  as  many  votes  as  it  would 
lose. 

1  am  a  new  member  upon  this  floor,  and  were  I 
in  Indiana  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
what  I  am  about  to  say.  Now,  so  far  as  1  am 
concerned,  and  so  far  as  my  motives  are  concerned , 
I  will  certainly  not  be  charged  with  being  opposed 
so  strongly  to  the  institutions  of  slavery,  as  to  be 
influencra  by  that  consideration  in  my  views  of 
the  case  now  before  the  committee.  The  question 
is  one  of  right  or  wrong,  of  justice  or  injustice,  in- 
volving not  even  remotely  the  question  of  slavery 


or  freedom.  In  1849  the  best  men  we  had  in  In- 
diana  fell  before  this  free-soil  tomaio.  When  it 
reached  the  highest  men  of  our  State,  1  oc€upi«| 
then,  upon  that  question,  the  positioo  which  loc- 
cupy  now.  I  entered  the  contest  of  1848  w  one 
ofthe  Cass  electors,  and  placed  myself  upon  tht 
then  Democratic  platform,  upon  the  doctrine  of 
non-intervention,  and  upon  that  I  now  stand.  I 
make  this  declasation  in  order  to  show  to  the  com- 
mittee that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  wiO  not  be 
charged  with  entertaining  opposition  against  a  bill 
because  I  am  opposed  to  the  mstitution  of  slavery, 
or  in  favor  of  it.  I  will  not  upon  this  occasion 
enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Seminole 
war.  I  will  not  discuss  the  question  of  employ* 
ing  blood-hounds  or  Creek  Indians.  1  wiu  not 
discuss  the  question  of  decoying  OsceoU  with  a 
white  flag,  to  make  a  prisoner  ofhim.  I  will  not 
enter  upon  the  discussion  of  theprofligateexpentei 
of  the  Government  during  the  ezistvee  of  thii 
war— a  war  which  cost  this  nation,  I  believe,  more 
than  the  revolutionary  war.  It  is  not  neceeiary 
that  we  should  do  it.  I  will  simply  discnat  tlie 
question  before  the  committee.  What  are  the 
prominent  features  in  this  case?  After  all  the 
power  of  the  nation  had  been  exhausted— aAer  all 
the  power  of  blood-hounds  had  been  em|>loyed, 
we  nnd  General  Jesup  making  a  treaty  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  and  Jinder  that  bargain  they  were 
to  have,  in  the  language  of  the  contract,  "  ffceWaa- 
der  "  which  they  should  conquer  from  the  Semi- 
nole Indians.  Whether  this  movement  on  the 
part  of  our  o^ers  of  that  day  was  such  aa  ehould 
characterize  civilized  wufare,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say.  Yes,  I  am  pre|>ared  to  say,  that  it  was  noet 
damnable  in  every  single  feature,  from  beginning 
to  end. 

What  progress  did  the  Creek  Indians  niake,Bt- 
sisted  by  the  blood-hounds  and  the  mi^t  and 
power  or  this  nation?  They  penetrated  into  the 
country  of  the  Seminoles,  usine  the  tomahavk, 
destroying  and  deimaging  all  the  property  thej 
found  m  uat  nation.  Among  other  thingf.  they 
found  some  negroes  there— whether  sbret  or 
free,  I  am  not  [iepared  to  say;  but  I  will  albde 
to  that  question  before  I  dose.  The  Creek  In- 
dians captured  something  like  one  hundred  and  ten 
negroes.  What  does  General  Jesup  do?  What 
fe3ing  operated  upon  his  mind  ?  He  proposei  to 
pay  these  Creek  Indiana  |8,000  for  these  negroei, 
that  they  might  be  sent  to  Liberia.  About  thii 
period  or  time  General  Watson  reports  himself  at 
Washington  city.  The  question  of  these  one 
hundred  and  ten  names,  was  a  Question  which 
occupied  the  cabinet  deliberations  or  the  then  Ad- 
ministration. What  do  they  do  ?  Do  they  carry 
out  the  humane  notions  of  General  Jesvp?  No. 
Where  is  Poinsett  and  Harris,  and  where  ia  Wat- 
son ?  Here  is  a  speculation  in  which  dolbrf  and 
cenU  can  be  made,  with  which  the  almighty  dol- 
lar has  to  play  a  part,  bnck  and  mortar  towefin; 
high,  and  mi&tary  and  official  station  being  the 
test  of  respectabilitv,  instead  of  virtue  and  honettr. 

Let  me  remark  here,  where  is  the  evidenW|W« 
conclusive  evidence,  which  shows  that  a  aingkooe 
of  these  negroes  was  a  slave  ?  Are  we  to  leap  "> 
the  dark— are  we  to  jump  at  the  condusioii  that 
because  these  negroes  were  in  the  poase«on  of 
the  Seminoles,  that  therefore  they  were  alafei 
Where  did  they  belong,  and  where  did  ^7^ 
from?  If  they  had  made  their  escape  mm 
Georgia  and  other  alave  States,  the  oVnei^'p 
was  not  changed  in  consequence  of  their  laki^ 
up  tftir  homes  among  the  Indians.  Not  at  au. 
The  original  ownership  continued,  admitting  tbem 
to  be  slaves.  But  shaU  we  jump  at  that  oondo- 
sion  ?  Is  it  not  much  more  rational  and  j^jjv*^ 
in  accordance  with  humanity  and  ev«T  ^^ 
principle,  to  take  them  to  be  pnsui  M»  ^* " 
least  until  the  contarv  is  most  conclusivdywown, 
as  it  should  be  in  this  case,  but  is  not?  Wbatwa» 
the  motive  which  operated  upon  Watson ?  Wftf  j 
to  go,  take  these  negroes  and  sell  them  '"J^**^ 
servitude,  though  perhaps  they  were  all  free,  i  »♦ 
the  daziUng  l^ht  of  speculation  was  oefon^ 
eyes,  and  he  was  determined  to  grasp  it.  'W 
thousand  dolUrs  was  quits  too  tempung,  s»a  nc 
was  determined  to  have  it,  though  iif^o'Tf'Jf' 
abject  servitude  of  one  hundred  and  ten  huinw 
beings  and  their  posterity  forever.  I  fJ^JZ 
such  feelings  or  moUves,  and  would  not  posK" 
them  for  all  the  gold  of  C&Ufomia.        

Mr.  DANIEL,  (interrupting.)    Th'^SlS^ 
takes  a  distorted  view  of  this  mattsr.   Sow^** 
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we  can  infer  from  the  documents  read,  overtures 
were  made  to  Watson;  and,  of  course,  he  endeav- 
ored to  malcQ  a  profitable  arran^ment.  Bat  the 
gentleman  represents  him  as  seeking  it  out. 

Mr.  M  Ace.  Yes,  sir,  overtures  were  made  to 
him,  and  he  yielded  to  them  with  alacrity,  with  an 
appetite.  Overtures  were  made  to  him,  and  he 
went  into  the  flattering  speculation  willingly.  He 
makes  his  purchase,  pays  the  Creeks  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  for  their  title  to  the  negroes,  and  now 
what  has  he  bought?  He  supj^oses  he  has  pur- 
chased one  hundm  and  ten  negroes  that  are  then 
in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  officers,  and 
controlled  by  the  baycviets  of  this  nation.  The 
same  bayonets  that  held  them,  could  deliver  them 
over  to  ueneral  Watson,  and  he  could  sell  them 
into  eternal  slaverv,  and  pocket  a  speculation  of  at 
least  f50,000.    That  is  what  he  intended  to  do. 

But  what  is  further  shown  in  this  case?  What 
operated  upon  the  mind  of  General  Jesup  ?  These 
negroes  were  in  his  possession.  The  order  eame 
for  their  delivery  to  Watson.  Does  General  Jes- 
up deliver  them  over?  No.  As  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  Armv — as  a  man  whose  heart  was 
in  <he  right  place — -he  refuses  to  do  it.  What  was 
done  with  them  then  ?  What  became  of  them  ? 
That  question  has  been  asked,  and  I  will  answer 
it  as  the  record  answers  it.  You  will  remember, 
that  after  peace  was  restored,  the  Seminoles 
agreed  to  go  to  the  home  assigned  Uiem  by  the 
Uovernment.  In  marching  there  by  Fort  Pike,  if 
I  remember  right,  they  accidentally,  as  it  were, 
came  across  and  recognized  these  negroes  who 
had  been  living  with  mem.  They  looked  upon 
them  in  a  proper  spirit — yes,  the  savages  looxed 
upon  the  negroes  in  a  Christian  light,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  into  eternal  bondage. 
What  ao  they  do?  They  come  to  a  stop,  and  say 
to  Greneral  Jesup:  We  will  not  move  a  single  inch 
further  unless  you  let  the  poor  n^^roes  go  with  us. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  Why,  General  Jes- 
up, his  heart  being  in  the  right  place,  as  I  bdfore 
remarked,  disregaraed  this  trumped-up  claim  of 
Watson,  and  permitted  the  ne^^roes  to  go  where 
they  belonged,  and  they  went  with  their  brethren, 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  toolup  their  home  with 
them. 

Thus,  then,  did  this  rich  speculation  of  General 
Watson,  by  which  he  supposed  he  should  real- 
ize so  mucn,  vanish  to  the  tour  winds  of  heaven« 
He  comes  now  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  and  asks  the  representatives  of  this  nation 
to  place  him  where  he  was  before  he  «ntered  into 
this  speculation.  Instead  of  realizing  $50,000,  he 
is  minus  f  15,000,  the  negroes  are  free,  and  that 
fre^om  is  not  secured  them  by  a  professed  Chris- 
tian nation,  but  by  a  wild,  fierce,  and  savage  tribe. 
Sir,  what  did  he  purchase?  He  purchased  one 
hundred  and  ten  negroes  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  Seminole  Indians.  He  did  not  know,  nor  did 
he  care,  whether  they  were  bond  or  free.  That 
consideration  never  entered  into  his  mind  for  a 
single  moment.  I  say,  then,  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence whatever  that  tnese  negroes  were  property, 
that  Watson  went  into  the  speculation  blindfold, 
and  I  will  never  vote  asingle  dollar  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  to  pay  him — ^never. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  detain  the  committee  very  long,  and  in 
what  little  I  have  to  say,  I  intend  to  speak  to 
the  point.  I  shall  confine  myself  principally  to 
the  books.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  tne  committee 
what  my  politics  are  now  oi*  what  they  were  a 
few  y^Atv  ago,  for  it  is  known  to  everybody  in 
this  House  that  I  am  a  Union  Whig,  with  ^trone 
Free-Soil  tendencies,  and  opposed  to  sending  del- 
egates to  the  Baltimore  Convention.  [Laughter.] 
But  that  shall  have  nothing  to  do  in  determining 
my  vote  upon  this  question.  I  shall  examine  the 
case  and  the  evidence,  and  come  to  the  same  con- 
clusion that  I  would  come  to  in  any  other  place, 
upon  the  same  amount  of  evidence. 

The  history  of  this  case  has,  I  believe,  been 
very  correctly  stated.  In  1836)  or  thereabouts, 
this  nation  was  involved  in  a  war  with  a  few 
swamp  Indians  in  Florida,  called  the  Seminoles, 
and  finding  them  hard  to  conquer,  in  that  coun- 
try, this  nation  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
another  nation,  in  the  West,  called  the  Creek  In- 
dians, and  (here  is  a  clear  case  of  armed  interven- 
tion) it  was  agreed  between  this  nation  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  Creek  nation  on  the  other — inlir 
alu»---that  the  Creek  Indians  should  have  all  the 
plunder  they  should  take  from  the  Seminoles  in 


the  war  then  raging.  I  intend  to  advert  to  the 
contract,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
more  particularly  than  has  yet  been  done,  to  the 
phraseology  of  tne  bond.  I  shall  then  call  atten- 
tion to  the  report  that  was  made  in  1842,  which  is 
the  same  report,  I  believe,  that  is  before  us  now; 
at  least,  this  is  the  third  edition  without  much 
correction  or  improvement.  I  shall  then  proceed 
to  remark  upon  the  law  and  testimony,  and  it  is 
very  probable  I  may  convince  myself  before  I  get 
through,  that  I  ought  to  vote  for  the  payment  of 
this  claim.  There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  about 
that,  however. 

The  expression  in  the  contract  with  the  Creeks 
is  "  plunder;*'  and  when  this  case  was  before 
Congress  in  1843,  the  committee  made  a  report, 
in  which  they  translate  the  word  **  plunder," 
tlaves,  OS  1  will  show  by  the  reading  of  tne  report. 
The  report  reads  in  this  way: 

<<  In  the  year  1836,  Oenersl  Jesup,  then  in  eomoiand  of 
the  troops  ofVSe  United  States  in  Florida,  sfreed  with  cer- 
tain Creek  warriors,  whose  services  he  thus  engaged  against 
the  hostile  Semimrtes,  that  they  should  be  entitled  to  all  ike 
tlave$  and  other  property  of  the  enemy  they  might  cap- 
ture/' 

Now,  I  wish  to  say  to  this  committee  most  em- 
phatically, that  the  word  '*  slaves'*  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  contract  between  the  Creek  Indians 
and  the  United  States — the  word  **  negroes"  is  not 
there — the  word  **  servants"  is  not  there— the 
words  '*  personal  property"  is  not  there;  but  it  is 
the  word  *'  plunder,'' as  I  will  show. 

The  contract  is  in  these  words: 

"  This  contract,  entered  into  between  the  United  States 
of  America  on  the  first  part,  and  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians 
on  the  other  part,  witnesseth :  That  upon  the  conditions 
hereatler  mentioned,  the  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  to  ad- 
vance to  the  party  or  the  second  part  tiie  sum  of  $31^00,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  by  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians.  And  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereby 
covenants  and  agrees  to  furnish  from  their  tribes  the  num- 
ber of  fW>m  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  men  for  service 
against  the  Seminoles,  to  be  continued  in  service  until  the 
same  be  conquered ;  they  to  receive  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments and  equipments  of  soldien  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  tueh  fkmder  mt  ikey  may  take  from  tke 
Seminolety*'  kc. 

There  is  the  contract;  the  word  used  is  "plun- 
der;" and  yet  in  1842,  when  compensation  was 
claimed  for  these  n^oes,  who  were  said  to  be 
slaves,  it  was  stated  in  the  report  that  the  United 
States  agreed  in  1836,  in  so  many  words,  that  they 
would  give  to  the  Creek  Indians  all  the  slaves 
they  should  conquer  from  the  Seminoles  in  that 
war.  I  will  leave  it  to  this  committee  to  put  their 
own  construction  on  the  word  "  plunder."  I  have 
never  understood,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  gen- 
erally understood  in  the  North,  where  they  speak 
the  English  language,  that  the  word  "  plunder" 
could  be  construed  or  tortured  into  meanmettoves. 
It  is  understood  to  be  quite  a  different  artide. 

In  the  course  of  that  war,  the  Creeks  conquered 
and  took  possession  of  between  two  .and  three 
hundred  negroes,  of  all  ages,  of  all  sexes,  and  of 
all  relative  conditions  of  fife.  We  find  upon  the 
list  of  captured  negroes,  an  old  lady  of  seventy 
years  of  age.  We  find  them  of  all  ages,  sixty, 
fifty,  forty,  thirty,  twenty,  and  there  is  one  of 
them  a  child  but  two  weeks  old.  That  child  is 
claimed  by  the  heirs  of  Watson  as  having  been 
among  the  number  of  the  prisoners  of  war  that  the 
Creeks  acquired,  under  the  contract  which  I  have 

i'ust  read.  Upon  this  list  we  find  an  old  lady  who 
las  lived  her  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  a  child 
just  beginning  to  draw  the  breath  of  Hfe — a  child 
but  two  weeks  old. 

Now,  I  make  this  admission  herec  I  believe  it  is 
a  fact  in  the  history  of  this  country  that  the  Creeks 
own  slaves,  that  the  Seminoles  own  slaves,  and 
that  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  own  slaves, 
according  to  the  laws  of  their  respective  States, 
tribes,  or  nations.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles  hold  slaves. 

Well,  there  seems  to  be  some  uncertainty  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  slaves  that  were  sold,  be- 
cause we  find  here,  bv  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
that  the  Creeks  sole  to  General  Watson  their 
slaves.  If  they  held  slaves,  they  sold  them.  They 
sold  them  en  moste.  They  sold  them  in  droves,  as 
you  sell  a  drove  of  wild  buffiBLloes;  not  designating 
a  particular  person  or  persons,  but  such  negroes 
as  were  taken  by  the  Creeks  from  the  Seminoles 
during  that  war.  These  nesroes  were  at  that  time 
at  Fort  Pike,  below  New  Orleans,  under  the  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Reynolds.  From  that  place  they 
were  taken  to  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansas,  and  were 
pursued  there  by  a  man  named  Nathaniel  F.  Col- 


lins, Esq.,  of  Alabama,  claiming  to  have  been  the 
a^nt  not  of  Watsoh^  exclusively,  but  of  the  Creeks, 
with  a  power  of  attorney  to  take  from  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  a  certain  party  of  negroes, 
supposed  to  be  about  one  hundred  ana  three,  more 
or  less,  because  the  evidence  is  that  the  negroes, 
taken  as  prisoners  of  war,  had  been  greatly  re- 
duced in  number  by  death.  It  is  uncertain  how 
inany  remained,  but  probably  not  more  than 
seventy.  It  is  said  that  the  negroes  that  were 
transferred  by  the  Creeks  are  those  contained  in 
the  schadule  tnat  is  found  on  the  6€th  page  of  the 
Documents  of  this  House,  No.  225,  as  a  *'  Regis- 
*  try  of  negro  prisoners  <^ptured  by  the  troops 
<  commanded  by  Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup, 
'  in  1836  and  1^7,  and  owned  by  Indians,  or  who 
'  claim  to  be  free."  Here  is  one  set  down  as  Ja- 
cob, and  described  as  wounded  in  one  knee;  and 
here  are  the  wife  and  children  of  Jacob.  Here  is 
one  negro  of  the  age  of  seventy,  another  twenty-' 
five,  another  seventy-two,  another  seventy-one, 
anotlier  fifty,  another  twenty,  another  ten,  and 
here  is  one  only  three  years  of  age.  Then,  too, 
we  have  the  genealogy  of  some^f  the  families. 
Here  is  one  said  to  have  been  **  s5d  by  Mr.  For- 
rester, of  Six-Mile  Creek,  to  Bowlegs  several 
years  since."  Here  are  mother  and  child— the 
mother  twenty-five  y^ars  old  and  th^  child  only 
three  years  old.  Here  is  on^  called  Dick,  said  to 
be  the  property  of  Colonel  Humphreys.  If  I  had 
time,  I  would  give  you  the  history  of  the  whole 
flock.  Here  are  Tena  and  Linda,  and  Ishmael 
and  Pompey,  and  Scipio  and  Patty,  and  Ben,  and 
Flora,  and  Joe;  and  here  is  Beuey,  who  was  but 
two  weeks  old.  She  had  been  christened  while 
quite  young,  and  her  christened  name  was  '*  Bet- 
sey.'^ [Laughter.]  Here  is  one  called  Joe, 
who  is  described  as  '*  one  of  the  most  important 
and  influential  characters  among  the  Indian  na- 
mes," and  his  wife  and  children;  *' they  never 
had  a  white  roaster."  Here  is  a  man  among  the 
number  of  those  claimed  as  having  been  sokl  by 
the  Creeks  to  this  man  Watson,  wno  is>aid  here 
in-  the  inventory  never  to  nave  had  a  white  mas- 
ter, and  is  described  as  one  of  the  most  important 
and  influential  men  among  the  Indian  negroes. 
Yet  he  is  noW  claimed  as  "plunder" — as  coming 
within  the  denomination  of  tne  word  **  plunder," 
and  to  be  sold  as  property. 

But  the  list  goes  on  further.  Here  is  Toby  and 
his  wife  and  children.  He  is  described  as  the 
comraapder  of  the  negro  force  on  the  Withlacoo- 
chee;  the  chief  counculor  among  the  negroes,  and 
the  most  important  character.  He,  too,  is  called 
'* plunder," although, one  of  the  most  important 
men  taken  in  that  country,  and  probably  one  of 
the  hardest  to  conquer  by  the  united  forces  of  the 
United'States  and  the  Creek  nation.  Here  is  an- 
other, called  Fanny,  twenty-five  years  old,  and 
her  daughter  Katy,  only  three  years  old.  Whether 
she  bdonged  to  Jumper — which  is  the  name  set 
down  nere — or  whether  that  is  the  name  of  a  tribe, 
I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  [A  laufh.]  She  is 
the  <*cousin  of  Murray, "and  is  said  **to  be  the 
property  of  Colonel  Humphreys;"  and  there  is 
*'  a  defect  in  Katy's  right  eye."  Fanny  is  another 
of  the  persons  sold  by  the  Creeks^-if  sold  at  all — 
and  claimed  by  Watson,  as  one  of  the  articles  of 
«  plunder."  Her  dauffhter  Katy  has  a  defect  in 
her  right  eye;  that  is  .the  only  mark  upon  hei;^by 
which  she  could  be  recognized. 

I  will  state  here,  that  when  the  agents  of  Watson 
looked  at  this  flock  of  negroes,  at  Fort  Pike,  and 
at  Little  Rock,  they  were  unable  to  identify  an 
article  of  the  ••  plunder"  that  they  claimed  to  have 
bought  in  1836;  and  that  is  one  of^the  reasons  why 
Lieutenant  Reynolds,  and  the  other  officers  who 
had  the  neeroes  in  charge  at  diflTerent  times,  refused 
to  deliver  Uiem  up.  There  were  no  witnesses  who 
could  recognize  one  of  them  as  a  part  of  the  plim- 
der  captured  by  the  Creeks. 

Well,  we  will  go  a  little  further  on  the  list. 
Here  is  one  whose  name  is  Abraham,  and  who  is 
fifty  years  of  a^e.  What  is  said  of  him  ?  Why 
here  is  ouite  a  httle  biography  of  him.  He  is  '*the 
principal  negro  chief;  supposed  to  be  friendly  to 
the  whites;  said  to  be  a  good  soldier  and  an  intrepid 
leader.  He  is  the  most  cunning  and  intelligent 
negro  we  have  here.  He  is  married  to  the 
widow  of  the  former  chief  of  the  nation . "  Here  *s 
•*  plunder"  for  you.  (Laughter.!  The  husband 
of  a  Q,ueen !  Here  is  a  man  that  has  a  diadem  on 
his  head — a  crowned  head  recognized  as  plunder, 
by  virtue  of  a  contract  entered  into  on  the  28th  of 
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AttgMt»  1836,  between  die  United  States  on  the 
one  part,  and  that  high  contracting  party,  the 
Creek  Indians,  upon  the  other.  ^Laughter.!  Here 
the  Creeks  have,  amongst  other  *' plunder,*'  a 
chief— one  that  has  been  crowned— the  first  war- 
rior knawn  to  the  tribe ;  the  husband  of  a  widowed 
Ctueen !  (Laughter.]  He  was  friendly  to  the  United 
States.  That  was  no  doubt  afler  he  was  conquered. 
But  I  have  not  time  to  dwell  ftirtherupon  this  part 
of  the  case. 

But  I  will  refer  the  committee  to  a  littW  more 
evidence.  Thi^  treaty  took  place  between  the 
Seminole  Indians  and  (he  Umted  States.  I  will 
read  the  fifUi  and  sixth  articles.  The  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  is  as  follows: 

«  Mn^or  Gencfsl  Jerapt  in  bebalf  of  the  United  States, 
sfTOCi}  that  the  Beminoles  and  their  ailiea.  who  come  in  and 
emigrate  to  the  We«t,  shall  be  secure  in  their  lives  and 
property  ;  that  their  negroes,  their  bona  /Ut  property,  shall 
accompany  theil)  to  the  West ;  and  that  their  canle  and 
ponies  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  at  a  fair  valu- 
ation." 

♦*  .A»T.  6.  That  the  expenses  of  the  movement  West  shall 
be  paid  by  the  United  States." 

The  treaty  wfs  consummated  the  6th  day  of 
March,  1837,  by  which  the  United  States  minister 
plenipotentiary,  General  Jesup,  stipulated  thut  the 
Seminoles  should  have  all  Uieir  negroes,  their 
slaves— their  bona  fide  property,  as  the  expression 
is — and  it  shall  be  taken  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  correct  him?  Is  not  he  aware  that  there  were 
other  negroes  owned  by  the  Seminoles  than  those 
captured  by  the  Creek  Indians? 

Mr.  HOWE,  i  stated  that  there  were  two  or 
three  invoices  here. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  stated  that  there  were  some 
two  or  three  hundred  of  these  negroes. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  find  that  there  are  three  several 
invoices;  now  the  great  question  is,  which  of  these 
three  invoices  the  claim  is  based  upon? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
roe  to  explain  ?  Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  com- 
prehend these  documents.  The  invoice  which  my 
friend  has  just  read  included  all  the  slaves  and  free 
negroes  capttired  in  lb36and  1837;  after  that  the 
other  invoices  were  made  out,  but  this  includes 
all  captured  during  these  two  years  of  the  war  in 
which  tlie  Creeks  were  employed.  There  were 
one  hundred  and  three  at  the  tinte  this  invoice  was 
made  out. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  will  direct  the  atuntion  of 
the  gentleman  to  the  positive  statement  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs.  The  number  cap- 
tured by  the  Creeks,  and  claimed  by  them,  was 
between  sixty  and  seventy.  The  number  having 
then  been  reduced  by  sickness  to  that. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  report  says  one  hundred 
and  three. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Yes;  but  they  were  reduced  to 
that  by  sickness. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Well,  I  intend  to  «Lrpe  this  as 
fairly  as  any  other  question  in  the  world,  for  I  do 
not  Icnow  how  soon  I  nay  be  a  prisoner  of  war 
myself,  and  I  shall  desire  to  be  treated  fairly  when 
I  am  taken  prisoner.  I  think  I  should  make  a 
very  poor  negro — [laughter] — slave. 

Now,  I  say  distinctly,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood,  that  tms  number  was  greatly  re- 
duced by  death  and  by  disease.  The  number  was 
about  sixty  or  seventy,  as  nearly  as  I  can  make 
the  calculation,  who  were  actually  living  at  the 
time  the  gentleman  was  noaking  such  a  desperate 
effort  to  bring  them  into  his  possession.  That  is 
what  I  meant  to  say,  and  that  is  what  I  affirm  to 
be  a  fact.  Now,  toe  first  question  to  be  ascer- 
tained is,  were  the  negroes  actually  there,  or  were 
they  negroes  at  all?  The  next  question  is,  were 
they  slaves  at  that  time,  to  be  treated  as  slaves,  or 
were  they  prisoners  of  war,  and  to  be  treated  as 
such  ?  Thai  is  the  great  and  final  question  upon 
the  subject.  GUntral  G^nes  decided  that  tney 
were  prisoners  of  war,  and  he  refused  to  allow 
some  fif^y  or  sixty  to  be  taken  from^him.  The 
decision  of  the  court  was  against  him*  and  it  was 
taken  t|p4o  another  tribunal,  where -that  decision 
was  reversed,  and  they  were  decided  to  be  prison- 
ers of  war;  and  while  they  were  prisoners  of  war 
they  were  not  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  nor  were  they 
to  be  treated  as  slaves,  much  less  as  **  plunders* 
That  does  not  apply  to  them  at  all.  Now,  what 
did  the  United  States  agree  further  to  do?  She 
agreed  to  remove  them  to  the  WesL  By  the  treaty 
with  these  Indians,  the  United  States  was  to  re- 
movs  their  slaves — *'theirbona/^  slaves^' — to  the 


West.  But  from  the  time  they  were  captured  as 
prisoners  by  the  Creeks,  they  passed  into  the 
nands  of  the  Government  for  the  time  beine. 
Now,  that  is  the  precise  position  of  the  case.  If 
Watu>n  did  not  buy  these  negroes,  who  did  buy 
them? 

What  is  the  law  with  regard  to  warrantee  title 
to  real  estate?  The  maxim  is,  caveat  emptor.  If 
you  want  a  warrantee  you  must  ask  for  it  in  your 
deed.  But  not  so  with  personal  property:  a  man 
who  sells  personal  property  warrants  that  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  property,  and  has  a  right  to  sell;  if 
it  turns  out  otnerwise,  he  is  responsible  over  to 
his  vendee.  So  in  this  case,  the  Creeks,  not  the 
United  i^tates,  are  responsible  to  the  heirs  of  Gen- 
eral Watson.  Now,  as  I  said  before,  if  these  per- 
sons were  property — were  **  plunder  " — then  tney 
were  legally  purchased  by  the  Creeks  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  contract  with 
General  Jesup;  but  I  deny  that  slaves  are  prop^ 
erty  or  ** plunder t**  either  m  le^  or  common  par- 
lance, except  in  certain  localities,  by  mere  police 
regulation.  They  are  called  property  in  some 
Slates,  personal  property,  and,  1  believe,  in  others, 
real  estate — for  tne  sake  of  convenience. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  1  ask  the  gendeman  if  he  will 
give  way  in  order  to  enable  me  to  submit  tlie  mo- 
tion, that  the  committee  do  now  rise? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  give  way  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  in  the 
afiirmative.  ^ 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  [Mr.  Dis- 
nbt]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  consid- 
eration various  bills  which  they  had  instructed 
him  to  report  to  the  House  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  they  do  pass.  They  had  also  had  under 
consideration  House  bill  No.  97,  which  they  had 
instructed  him  to  report  back  to  the  House  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  also  Senate  bill  No. 
42,  which  they  had  instructed  him  to  report  back 
to  the  House  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  move  that  when  Chis  House  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  I 
make  the  motion  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  Congress  to  celebrate  the  birthday  or  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

Several  Mbmb£R8.  Oh !  let's  adjourn  till  Tues- 
day. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  inserting  ••  Tuesday  "  instead  of  «•  Mon- 
day.*' 

Mr.  POLK.    I  accept  that  amendment. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Upon  tlrnt  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

A  Mbmbkr.  The  celebration  is  to  take  place 
on  Saturday. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  understand  the  celebration  is  to 
take  place  on  Saturday.  I  tlierefore  adhere  to  my 
original  motion  to  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mr.  DANIEJL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  only  nine  gentlemen  rising,  they  were  not 
ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  move  to  amend  by  stri- 
king out  '* Monday"  and  inserting  "  Tuesday." 
I  will  remark  that  most  of  tlie  celeorations  occur 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  But  not  those  in 
this  city. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  notice  that  several  mem- 
bers of  the  House  are  to  speak  at  celebrations  in 
other  places  to  be  held  on  Monday;  and  I  think  it 
is  proper  to  adjourn,  that  one,  or  two  days  even, 
may  be  devoted  by  the  members  of  the  National 
Legislature  to  the  patriotic  observance  of  the  day 
which  cave  birth  to  the  Father  of  his  Country. 

Ms.  FOWLER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  upon  the 
amendment;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  then  recurrine  on  the  amendment 
to  insert  "Tuesday^'in  the  place  of  "Monday," 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  tellers; 
which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Fowlkr,  and 
Stanton  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported— ayes  97,  noes  43. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  now  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  as  amended. 


Mr.  STANTON.  They  have  already  been 
refused. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
They  have  not  been  refused  on  that  motion  as 
amended. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  the 
gentlemen  that  discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  rise  to  a  Question  of  order. 
It  is,  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  call  for  the  yeas  aiid 
nays.  Tlie  original  proposition  was  onered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,]  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  called  for,  and  refuted.  The 
amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  refused  upon  that  amendment.  So  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  nave  been  refused  upon  boik 
propositions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nayi  hare 
not  been  refused  upon  the  proposition  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  make  another  point  of 
order.  It  is,  that  this  motion  is  one  whicn  cannot 
properly  be  amended.  They  are  two  independent 
motions,  and  you  must  put  the  question  upon  the 
longest  time  first. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  is  not  a  question  of  erder; 
it  is  a  constitutional  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  there  were,  upon  a  divuaon 
of  the  House,  ayes  35,  noes  112. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  M  ASON.  I  move  that  this  House  do  nov 
adjourn. 

tCriesof  "No!"  "No!"] 

The  SPEAKER.  On  a  motion  to  adjourn  to  a 
pwrtieular  day,  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  not  in  order. 
They  are  both  privileged  motions. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  tlie  adoption 
of  tlie  motion  of  adjournment  as  amended,  and 
there  were — yeas  96,  nays  G^\  as  follows: 

Y£A8— Messrs.  Abercrombie^iken,  William  Appltoo, 

,  Beli,  Bennett,  Borne,  Jdn 


Ashe,  Rabcock,  Barrere,Beale, 

H.  Boyd,  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Rrown,  A  arrows.  Basby,E.C. 
Cabell.  Caldwell,  Thompson  C«Dpb<«ll,  Cartler.  Cbn- 
tain,  Clinf man,  Cobb.  Congef,  Cmtis,  Dean,  Disney.  Dun- 
can, Evans,  Ewins*  Florence,  Fruenian,  Henry  M.  f  aU«r, 
Gamble,  Gaylord.  Gentry,  Oilmore,  OoodenoV.  Hall,  Huo- 
mond,  Sampson  W.  Hlkris,  Hawp,  Haren,  Uolladay,  T. 
Y.  How.  Infersoll,  Jenkins,  James  Johnson.  John  Joha- 
son,  Rooert  W.  Johnaon,  Kuhns,  Mason,  McNair,  Mc- 
Queen, Meade,  Miller,  Miner,  John  Moore,  Morebtt^, 
Morrison,  Murphy,  Nabers,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Samuel  W.  Par- 
ker, Polk,  Porter,  Powell,  Riddle,  Sackett,  SaTaxe,Sch«r 
merbonK  Schoolcraft,  Scudder,  David  L.  Seymour,  dmait, 
Smith,  Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Sunton,  Alexander  H.  8i»- 
phens,  8u  Martin,  Strother,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Tarlor, 
Thurston,  Toombs,  Venabli*.  Wallace,  Walsh,  Uard, 
WatktoK,  Wells,  Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  WjUiams,aiid 
Yatee— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Charlee  AUen,  Willis  Allen,  ADupb, 
Averetl,  David  J.  Bailey,  fiartlen,  Breckenridge,  Brentoa, 
Joseph  Cable,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Churchwell,  Cl^reland, 
Colcock,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Doty,  Dnrkee,  Eastmti, 
Edgerton,  Famkner,  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Fowler,  Oiddiap, 
Grow,  Hamilton^  Isham  O.  Harris,  Hascan,  Bebard,  Hci- 
dricks,  Houston,  John  W.  Howe,  Ives,  Jackson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Geone  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Geone  G- 
King,  Edward  C.  Marahall,  McDonald,  Meacham,MnMM, 
Molony,  Newton,  Andrew  Parku-,  Perkins,  Phelps.  Pfks, 
Bobbins,  Schoonmaker,  Orisen  8.  8eyilMnr,Skelton,  Bca- 
Janiin  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Siratton,  Towosbend, 
Walbridse,  Washburn,  Welch,  Wildrick  and  Woodward- 
69. 

So  the  motioA  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  the 
House  determined  that  when  it  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

[Mr.  BEILL  stated  that  Mr.  Htmrm  and  Mr. 
HoRiroRO  were  detained  from  the  House  by  in- 
dLsposition.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  asked  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  take  from  ih# 
Speaker's  table  a  communication  front  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  covering  an  estimate  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiahv  of  expends  ap- 
pertaining to  the  Omaha  Indians  now  in  this  city. 
It  is  important  that  the  conmiunication  should  be 
taken  up  and  referred.  ,  ,  ,, 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  Yoric.  I  beUeve 
there  are  other  conmiunications  also  upon  the 
Speaker's  table,  which  should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  It  is  highly  important  that 
the  communication  which  I  have  referred  to  ahouM 
be  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  and  that  the  napro- 
priation  tlierein  recommended  should  be  made  un- 
mediately.  as  it  is  costing  heavily,  ererv  day,  lo 
support  these  Indians  here.  That  we  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid.  I  move  that  we  proceed  to  me 
business  upon  the  Sf>eaker's  table.  "• 

There  being  no  objection, 

EXBCUTIVK  MESSAGES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houses  coramunl- 
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cation  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
tranamitting  the  correspondence  of  Captain  Long 
and  others,  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  M.  Kos- 
8uth»  while  on  board  the  United  States  steam  frig- 
ate MissisajDHoi. 

Mr.  SMITH,  I  move  that  the  communication 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  to  be  ap- 
pointed bv  the  Chair,  and  inliddition,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  would  like  to  have  the  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  Captain  Long  made  a  part  of  the  document, 
and  prmted  with  the  other  letters. 

Objection  being  made,  the  letter  referred  to  waS 
not  permitted  to  form  a  part  of  the  document. 

Mr.  SErVMOUR.  I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

Mf.  HOUSTON.  I  will  make  a  suggestion  to 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,!  which  is,  tolet  the  pa- 
pers go  upon  the  table  and  be  printed,  and  auer 
that  it  wfll  be  seen  whether  there  is  any  necessity 
for  referrin^them  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  willin|r,  but  I  desire  that  the 
letter  I  referred  to  shall  be  printed  with  them. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  printing  the  communication  from  the  De- 
partment, but!  think  it  wrong  for  ud  to  include  in 
It  private  correspondence. 

A  VoicB.    I  object. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Allow  me  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark in  reference  to  that.  The  only  object  1  have 
had  in  caUing  out  this  correspondence  is,  to  vindi- 
cate Captain  Long  and  the  Navy[.  The  letter 
which  he  has  addressed  to  me  contains  a  very  dis- 
tinct statement  of  the  whole  affair,  and  I  trust  that 
when  I  announce  that  my  sole  object  is  to  vin- 
dicate him,  the  House  will  make  the  letter  a  part 
of  the  document,  and  have  it  printed  ¥rith  the  other 
papers. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask 
if  the  letter  is  before  the  House,  and  if  so,  how  it 
came  there  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  asks  unani- 
mous consent  to  introduce  rt. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenness^.  1  renew  the 
objection. 

The  question  then  recum'ng  upon  the  motion  to 
refer  the  communication  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
cini  Affairs 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
it  is  not  in  order  to  make  a  motion  to  raise  a  select 
committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order,  and  the  Chair 
entertains  the  motion;  but  under  the  rules,  the  mo- 
tiou  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.SiT- 
MotTK,]  must  be  first  put. 

Mr.  OAYLORD.  I  move  to  lav  the  commu- 
nication upon  the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  latter  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  viz: 

To  (V  Hou»e  of  Refreaentattvts: 

I  comiuunicate  to  the  Hoom  of  Reprewntadvesberewitli 
a  report  to  me,  dated  the  13th  instant,  fhim  the  Socretary  of 
the  interior,  respecting  the  delay  and  difficulty  in  making 
tiw  amrortJonment  amooft  the  several  States  of  the  Repre- 
•eatMivM  in  the  Thirty- third  CoDgress,  as  required  bv  the 
•ct  of  3Sd  May,  1650,  in  consequence  of  the  want  or  ftill 
retonis  of  the  population  of  the  State  of  California,  and 
•tmsting  the  necessity  of  remedial  legislation. 

The  suMect  is  one  of  much  importance,  and  I  eamesdy 
eoounead  it  to  the  early  consideration  of  cfonfresa. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WAsnticeTON  City,  February  litH,  lfi52. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MEADE,  it  was 

Orderti,  That  the  commonicatioii  and  accompanying 

papers  be  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Judiciary  and 

be  printed. 

Also,  the  following  communication  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  viz: 
^  tU  Jl<nue  of  Representatica : 
.  (n  aoswer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives oribe  96cli  of  December  last,  reqnestinginformation  in 
'•prd  to  the  seisuraof  the  brig  *<  Aroc,**  at  Jeremie,  in  the 
'"wod  of  St  Domiiigo,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary orstate,  and  the  documents  by  vimich  it  was  aceom- 
I»n*<6d.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

WASBUWtoif,  PIsAmorylS,  1858. 

Oritred,  That  the  coniibluiication  be  referred  to  the 
^•^^^tlee  on  Foreign  AAdn  and  be  printed. 

Alio,  a  coromimication  from  the  President  of 
^*  United  States,  as  follows,  viz: 
'^ttt  Senateai»4 

Hon$€  of  R€pr49€u$aHvetofthe  UnU$d  Statu: 
^{/^UMinit  to  Congresa  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
^  istate  by  die  Commissioner  of  the  United  ^States  under 


the^eonventf  on  with  Braxil.  setting  fbrth  the  obeiaclea  whieh 
have  impeded  the  conclusion  of  the  buflioesa  of  tliat  com> 
mission.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Wasbinoton,  Fehmary  16, 1853. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAYLOR,  it  was 

Ori^rtd,  That  the  communication  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Aflkirs  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmittixig  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  covering  an  estimate  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Anairs,  for  an  appropriation 
to  cover  the  expenses  appertaining  to  tne  support 
of  a  party  of  Qmaha  Indians  now  in  this  city; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affaire. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  this  document 
beprinted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  It  is  entirely 
unnecessary.  But  if  it  is  to  be  printed,  I  only  ask 
that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  may  be  per- 
mitted to  act  upon  it  before  it  is  printed.  To  print 
it  will  take  some  two  br  three  weeks. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  All  Executive 
documents  ought  to  be  prin^;  if  not,  we  can 
never  aflerwaras  ascertam  what  communications 
the  President  has  made.  They  should  be  printed 
and  put  upon  ouc  files,  and  inserted  in  the  volumes  I 
of  the  Executive  documents.  | 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hav«  no  objection  to  its 
being  printed. 

The  document  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Alsoj  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting  estimates  from  the  Engi- 
neer Corps  of  expenses  for  constructing  an  em- 
bankment along  the  foot  of  a  dyke  wall  at  Croat 
Island,  near  Newport  JEIarbor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  this  document  refers  to 
lighj-houses  already  in  existence,  and  for  support- 
ing and  keeping  them  in  repair,  then  it  should  be 
referred  to  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
But  if  it  is  for  the  building  of  new  li^t-houses, 
then  it  should  goto  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  will  state 
thaliit  M  for  the  building  of  a  dyke  for  a  light- 
house.   It  is  a  new  work. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then  itshould  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  o^Commerce* 

The  commimication  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting  a  report  of  the  Firat  Comp- 
troller, showing  the  contracts  made  by  that  De- 
partment during  the  year  1851;  whioa  was  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  commtmication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Interior,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Downing's  estimates^  therein  referred  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON .  Estimates  of  that  kind  have 
usually  gone  to  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means.  A  few  days  since,  however,  a  comnrani- 
cation  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  same  subject,  was,  by  a  vote  of  the 
House,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ing and  Grounds. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  Navy  Raster  for  the 
year  1852;  whicn  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  pr^ared  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of 
all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  title  of  certain  tracts 
Qf  land  in  the  Symtnes  patent,  in  the  State  of 
Ohioj  with  the  opinion  or  the  Attorney  General 
thereon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committer  ^ 
the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Post  0/Hce 
Department,  transmittine  estimates  of  the  reve- 
nues and  expenditures  of  that  Department  for  the 
quarter  ending  September  30, 1851,  showing  that 
tne  amount  received  for  postages  collected  and 
postaee  stamps  sold  during  that  quarter,  was 
$1,314,286  27;  which  communication  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  transmitting  his  annual  re- 
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I  port;  whtcK  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
I  Public  Builoingf  and  Gromsds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  • 

Also,  a  communication  f^om  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  transmitting  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State  relative  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also, a  communication  and  sundry  papers  rela- 

»t!ve  to  Samuel  Barker's  patent  and  premium  paying 

machine  for  pitching  and  painting  the  seams  of 

vessels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Patents. 

Also,  a  communication  from  Louis  Kossuth, 
retumhig  his  thanks  to  the  Government  and  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  for  the  treatment  he  had 
receivcSd  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
[LaughterJ 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that  it 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  intend  to  speak  one  hour  upon 
the  proposition  to  print. 

Pendmg  the  motion  of  Mr.  STEPaKNa,and  upon 
the  motion  of 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  the  House,  accdrding  to  order, 
adjourned  until  Tuesday  next  at  12  o'c^ck,  m. 

PfiTITIOjrs,  fce. 

The  4bDo wing  petitiom,  roemorfals,  &c..  were  i^esented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropnate  eoinmittee»  : 

By  Mr.  SCUERMBRHORN:  The  remoostraiute  of  166 
dtizentjt  of  the  city  of  Rocheeter,  New  York,  agaiiMt  the 
further  cxtAnision  of  the  Woodworth  patent 

By  Mr.  BOYD,  of  New  York :  The  remooatiaiice  of  88 
ciUsent  of  Washington  county.  New  York,  againat  the  nir- 
Uier  extension  of  the  Woodwork  patent. 

By  Mr.  flow,  of  NeW  York  :  The  petition  of  278  clfl- 
zena  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  an  appropriation  to  im- 
prove the  harbor  of  Little  Sodus  Bay. 

Ala^  tlie  petition  of  tundiy  eitixeiw  of  the  Stale  of  New 
York  (or  same  oJMect. 

By  Mr.  MACET:  The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of^afav- 
ette,  Indiana,  signed  by  A.  S.  White,  as  Pre«ident  of  the 
meeting,  and  J.  P.  Btncham,  Secretary,  asking  for  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  lUinoia,  and  Iowa,  to  coo^ 
struct  the  Lafayette,  Peoria,  and  Builington  Railn^. 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  A  memorial  of  sundry  citixens  of 
New  Mexico,  iti  relation  to  the  revenue  laws  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  praying  relief. 

By  Mr.  WELLS :  Two  remonstnuices  by  citizens  of 
Montfforocry  county.  New  York,  against  the  extension  of 
the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON  :  Memorials  of  the  assistant  mar- 
shals of  Fulton  and  Putnam  counties,  Ohio,  for  additional 
compensation  for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  memorial  of  the  Rock  county,  Wis- 
consin. Agricultural  Society,  in  filvor  of  cstablisliing  an 
Agricultural  Bureau. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Appleton,  Wiscondo,  (br  a 
grant  of  land  to  aid  the  Rock  River  Valley  Railroad -Com- 
pany to  construct  a  road  from  Chicago  to  Lake  Superior. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Cass,  Fried.  Selfcr,  and 
other  settlers  on  the  Menomonee  Tract,  for  apreimpcion 
of  two  years,  Ite. 

Also,  the  petition  of  D.  Lamb,  C.  L.  Fisher,  L.  8.  War- 
ren, and  others,  for  a  mail  route  from  Ceresco,  Dartford, 
Princeton,  Harrisville,  Westfield,  &c..  to  Prairie  La 
CrosM. 

By  Mr.  OAYLORD :  The  patitton  of  John  Finnus, 
Matthew  Scovill,  and  Charles  Clymer,  asaiaiam  roarsbah* 
for  taking  the  Seventh  CenQUs  in  Ohio,  aiHung  additional 
compensation. 

By  Mr.  OAYLORD :  The  petition  of  John  Timms,  Mat- 
thew Scoville,  and  Charies  Clymer,  aasistant  marabala,  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  Ohio,  asking  additional  com- 
pensation. 


^  IN  SENATE. 

MoNDAT,  jFV6rti«ry  23, 1853. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bittler 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorials  of  A. 
Simpson,  James  S.  Hume,  Gilbert  Ashby,  John 
Wildbuhur,  Josiah  F.  Price,  William  M.  Baker, 
and  S.  G.  Bi^elow,  assistant  marshals  for  taking 
the  Seventh  Census  in  Ohio,  praying  additional 
compensation;  jv^hich  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEW ARD  presented  a  petition  of  citifens 
of  Western  Pennsylvania,  (PitUburgand  vicinity,) 
asking  Congjess  to  declare  their  recognition  of  the 
law  against  forcible  intervention  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  Governments,  and  to  prevent  its 
infraction;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Haynes  Lennon,  assistant  marshal  of  Columbus 
county.  North  CaroUaa*  asking  additional  oom* 
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pensation  for  takinf  the  Seventh  Census;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SddLE  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  naval  depot  and  navy-jrard  at  New  Or- 
leans; which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 'Louis- 
iana, in  favor  of  the  estabUshment  of  a  post  office 
in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Assumption  lying  on 
Grand  river,  and  on  the  mail  route  between  Don- 
aldson ville  and  Opelousas;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  oh  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the 
harbors  on  the  Delaware  river  and  bay;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Agricultural  Society,  praying  the  establishment  of 
an  Agricultural  Bureau;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Schuylkill 
county,  PennsyLrania,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff  of  1846,  and  an  increase  of  the  duty  on 
iron;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 

graying  that  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on 
unday  may  be*  prohibited  by  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citisens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  an  extension  of  Wood  worth's  patent  for 
a  pianmg  machine;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  an  extension  of  a  patent 
granted  to  Austin  and  Zebulon  Parker  for  im- 
provements upon  water-wheels;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patems  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  bounty  land  law;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  iiands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Northampton, 

Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  an  extension 

of  Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine; 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 

-  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  six  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  additional  compensa- 
tion; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Clt^ms. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying 
that  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  Sunday  may 
be  prohibitea  by  law;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  ttie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  five  petitions  of  citizens  of  Cleveland  and 
Ohio  City,  Ohio,  praying  the  construction  of  a 
ahip-canu  around  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
praying  the  construction  of  another  canal  around 
the  FaOs  of  the  Ohio  river;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Gouldsborough,  Maine,  pra3ring  that  buoys 
may  be  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbors  of 
West  Uouldsboroufh  and  Blast  Sullivan;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  seven  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Indiana,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Abraham  K.  Moore  and 
about  one  hundred  inhabitants  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Ha- 
gerstown  to  Macksvitle,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  tl^e  petition  of 
Chandler  C.  Yonge,  late  district  attorney  for  the 
northern  district  of  Florida,  praying  payment  for 
official  services  duly  allowed  by  the  district  court, 
but  for  which  payment  is  suspended  at  the  Treas- 
ury Department  because  of  a  defect  in  existing 
laws  to  authorize  the  same;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher 
Hillary,  an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  RevoluUon, 
praying  commutation  pay^  which  was  referred  to 
the  Gommiuee  on  Military  Affairs. 


Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial'of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  the  im- 
mediate removal  of  the  UnitCNl  States  Mint  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  York;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  FISH  that  the  memorial  be 
printed,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  a  memorial  of  assistant 
marshals  for  takbg  the  Seventh  Census  in  Hills- 
borough county.  New  Hampshire,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation;  which  was  r^erred  to  the 
T!ommittee  of  Claims.  ^. 

Mr.  JAMES  submitted  a  communication  from 
Albert  C.  Greene  and  others,  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  in  relation  to  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the 
United  States  district  Judge  for  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
McVey,  reported  a  bill  for  Ms  relief;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thompson  Hutchin- 
son, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  and 
the  other  cliildren  (if  any)  of  John  Carr;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referr^  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Robinson,  reported 
it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FQOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  Mary  S. 
Wetmore  and  the  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
JSneas  McKay,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

Mr.  GEYER,fh>m  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John 
Jackson,  Jos^h  Pineau,  and  Louis  A.  8.  Smith, 
submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  in  the 
act  entitled  *<  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  tne  Government 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1852,  and  for 
other  purposes," approved  March  3, 1Q51,  relating 
to  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  reported  it  back  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, relative  to  the  importation  of  foreign  paupers, 
felons,  and  convicts,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  liberation  of  Drayton  and 
Sayres,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Benjamin  8.  Roberts,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Military  Affairs; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Chica^, 
Illinois,  submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill, 
to  authorize  them  to  excavate  a  portion  of  tne  pub- 
lic reservation  at  that  place,  with  a  view  to  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Chicago  river; 
wijiph  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Tne  report  was  ordered  to^be  printed. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  by  unanimous  consent, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  district  of  Iowa;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

RESOLUTIONS  AGREED  TO. 
Mr.  SHIELI>S  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 


Re»olv€d,  That  the  Secrettry  of  War  repen  to  the  Se»- 
ate  the  amount  vrhicb  has  been  paid  to  offieen  oC  the  Amy 
on  account  of  double  ratioos,  during  the  year  endii^  Joiy 
I,  lool* 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submiUed  the  following  reaolv 
tion  for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Retoivedf  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  the  Seo. 
ate  the  amount  paid  to  olBcer*  holding  bcevet  eoaunmfcMM, 
above  the  amount  of  their  pay  in  the  One,  under  the  previs- 
ions of  section  9  of  the  act  approved  April  16, 1618,  diniM 
the  year  ending  July  5, 1851. 

Mr.  JAME^  submitted  the  following  resolutioa 

for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Rewhedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inqoiie 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  judn  of 
the  district  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  MALLORY  submiUed  the  foUowmg  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to; 

Re$oh>edf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  is- 
atmcted  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inereasiBi  Om 
salary  of  the  district  judge  of  the  United  Stales  fbr  dM 
northern  district  of  Florida. 

BILL  PASSED. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  E.  A. 
McNeill,  widow  of  the  late  General  John  McNdll, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Washington's  birth  day. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  observed,  early  in  the  day, 
that  it  had  been  the  custom  to  pay  some  respect  to 
the  memory  of  Washington  on  the  occasion  of 
his  birth  day.  On  Friday  last  the  Senate  neglect- 
ed to  pass  any  resolution  for  its  obserranee,  and 
he  therefore  now  sugs^ested  an  adjournment. 

It  was,  however,  desired  by  several  Senaton 
first  to  dispose  of  the  morning  business;  and  tbit 
having  been  done,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

TiTKf  DAY,  Fthnutry  24, 1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Btrrufc. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WADE  present^  two  memorials  of  ai- 
sistant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Ceniua  in 
the  State  of  Ohio^  praying  additional  compenn- 
tion;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commiuce  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  memorial  of  John  W. 
Bunton,  and  a  memorial  of  Mamret  P.  Hallctti 
administratrix  of  John  Hallet,  deceased,  pntjipg 
the  appointment  of  a  tribunal  to  review  the  ded»- 
ioDs  of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  American  citizens  agaioit 
Mexico;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  tne  petition  of  Julius  A.  Pratt,-  prajring 
that  he  may  be  employed  to  clear  out  the  rirer 
San  Antonio,  in  Texas;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Ailairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  B.  Boyle,  eomplaiB' 
ing  of  we  mal-administration  of  the  postal  system 
in  the  United  States,  and  proposing  a  remedy; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  FMt 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  memorial  of  tbeaaot- 

ant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Cental  is 

'Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  prayine  additioMl 

compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comsut* 

tee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  three  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  m 
extension  of  the  patent  granted  to  Austin  and 
Zebulon  Parker  for  improvements  in  water-wheeli; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patenti 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  three  memorials  of  citizens  of  Philadelpwt 
county,  and  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Lancarter 
county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  agaiwt  an 
extension  of  the  patent  rranted  to  W.  W.  "  ^' 
worth  for  a  pianmg  macnine;  which  wercrefe™ 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offiee. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  PhiladelphMi^ 
pra)ring  an  extension  of  Wood  worth's  patent  for 
a  planing  machine ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Con- 
nuttee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Sohuylb" 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modificauon  oi 
the  tariff;  which  were  referred  to  the  Comnutiet 
on  Finance.  - 

Also,  a  petition  of  journeymen  cigar-makers,  of 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  praying  •"7""**^JJf 
the  duties  on  ci^^;  which  Jwaa  referred  to  tut 
Committee  on  Fmance. 
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Also,  six  memorials  of  inhabitants  of  Penns]^!- 
Tania,  praying  that  the  transoortation  of  the  mails 
on  Sunday  may  be  prohibitea  by  law;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tne  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  G.  Mor«head, 
lat«  consul  of  the  United  Slates  at  Valparaiso  r  pray- 
ing  compensation  ^r  the  time  he  acted  as  cnarg^ 
d'affaires;  which  was  referrec^  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  praving  the  construction  of 
a  ship  canal  around  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Mary  F.  B.  Lerely, 
widow  of  Henry  Levely,  a  captain  of  a  private 
armed  vessel  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, {>raying  a  pension  on  account  of  wounds  and 
disabilities  received  in  the  service;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
*  Also,  a  memorial  of  H.  G.  Helfenstein  and 
others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  by  law  to  enable  uem  to  re- 
ceive the  amount  of  their  claims  against  Te^as  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  ou  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Select  and  Common 
Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 
erection  of  artificial  harbors  in  the  Delaware  river 
and  bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  relation  to  the  han>ors  on  the  Dela- 
wcure  river  and  bay;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citiiens  of  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  New  Jersey,  pmying  the  construc- 
tion of  piers  and  harbors  in  the  Delaware  river 
and  bay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Catharine  Strubing,  heir 
of  James  Deimer,  deceased,  praying  compensation 
for  certain  lands  granted  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  James  Deimer  ana  disposed  of  by  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Iowa,  pmying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  duasquaton  to  the  county  seat  of 
Benton  county,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  a  memorial  of  engineers 
of  the  navy,  praying  a  reorganization  of  the  corps 
to  which  toey  belong;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  ^ 

A  motion  by  Mr.  JAME^  that  the^  memorial 
be  printed,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  FEILCH  presented  six  memorials  of  citi- 
zens of  Michigan,  praying  a  mnt  of  land  to  the 
State  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland  and  the 
Ottawa  railroad;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isabella  S.  Crough,  pray- 
ing that  the  pay  and  allowances  due  her  son, 
Michael  Doyle ^  as  an  officer  of  the  army  at  the 
time  of  his  aeath  in  Mexi<^,  may  be  paid  to  his 
legal  representatives;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  additional  evidence  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Joseph  Hill  and  Sons;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  G,  it  was 

Ordtrtd,  Tbat  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
en  the  petidon  of  JoMpn  Hill  mad  Bonn,  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  MASON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  ask  that  that  com- 
mittee may  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  a  number  of  petitions  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  addressed  to  the  Senate,  praying  an 
examination  or  inquiry  into  the  manner  in  which 
t^e  claims  against  Mexico  were  examined  and 
treated  under  the  late  commission  which  sat  under 
the  Mexican  treaty .  If  the  Senate  will  indulge  me 
for  a  moment,  I  will  state  that  the  petitioners  ask 
that  the  committee,  to  which  were  referred  these 
memorials,  may  have  power  to  prosecute  their  in- 
quiries by  sending'for  persons  and  papers.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  however,  have 
^nudsred  it  impracticable  to  conduct  their  inqui- 


ries in  this  mode,  and,  on  consulting  with  gentle- 
men connected  with  these  matters,  it  seems  to  be 
acceptable  to  them  that  the  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee.  The  Senator  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Downs]  proposed  such  a  Refer- 
ence. He  IS  not  now  present;  and  unless  some 
other  gentleman  is  disposed  to  move  that  they  be 
referrd  to  a  select  committee,  I  will  ask  that  the 
Committee  on  Forei^  Relations  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  these  memorials, 
and  move  that,  for  the  present,  they  may  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  committee  was  accordingly  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration,  ana  it  was  ordered 
that  these  memorials  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PRATT,  it  was 

Oriered,  Tbat  the  petition  of  tbe  legal  repretentatiTet  of 
Jotepb  Ford,  on  officer  of  tbe  army  doriag  the  Revolurion, 
praying  a  pension,  on  the  files  of  tbe  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH,  it  was 

Ordertd,  That  tbe  memorial  of  C.  Alexander  and  T. 
Barnard,  on  tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
turn,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  of  6th  January,  and  several 
netitions  of  officers  and  seamen  of  t&e  United  States 
Nary,  reported  a  bill  providing  additional  com- 
pensation to  officers  and  men  of  the  navy  who 
nave  served,  or  are  still  serving,  on  the  coast  of 
California  and  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ine. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referrcMd  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Jack- 
son, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard M.  Bouton,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs; 
which  was  agi%ed  to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  oetition  of 
Lewia  Ralston,  asked  to  be  dischargea  from  the 
furthep^  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  papers 
relating  thereto,  which  were  transmitted  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  the 
32d  January  last  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
be  returned  to  that  Department.  It  was  so  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  RUSK,  firom  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
modifying  the  existing  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  in  relation  to  Califor- 
nia and  Oregon;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  euardian  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  Thomas 
Nod,  of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Chris- 
topher Hillary,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  considemtioo  thereof,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Conomittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Rufus  L.  Baker, 
asked  to  be  dischai^ed  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  were  referred  the  mem<^ials 
of  Benjamin  S.  Roberts,,  presented  the  13th  of 
January,  1852,  and  the  11th  of  February,  1853, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  same;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to 
which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  presented  the  23d  instant,  relating  to^the 
removal  of  the  mint  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York,  reported  that  the  memorial  be  not  printed; 
and  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  ths  Committse  of 


Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the  documents  re- 
lating to  thetdaim  of  B.Juan  Domercq,  submiued 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
DonHB.  Juan  Domercq,  a  Spanish  subject;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  Tht 
report  was  oraered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  C^d  Humphreys,  reported  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  modify  tbe  several 
acts  regulating  the  warehousing  of  imported  mer- 
chandise, andfor  other  purposes. 

ELECTORAL  VOTES. 

Mr.  BORLAND  b^  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution; 
which  was  i^d,  as  follows: 

Joini  RttobUUm  in  reloHim  to  the  number  9f  tUetoral 
votes  tach  StaU  wiU  bt  entUUd  to  in  fi«  wrttidetUial 
tUdion  0/  185B. 

Be  U  resolved,  ^e,,  Tbat  the  number  of  electoral  votes 
to  wbteb  each  State  thall  be  entitled  in  the  election  of  Pre •• 
ideot  and  Vice  Pr«^dent  of  the  United  States  in  1850,  ehall 
be  eqoal  to  the  namber  of  Senatort  and  RepreeentaliVes  to 
whicn  each  of  said  Statu  will  be  Ibond  entitled  by  the  ap- 
portionment under  the  enumeration  of  1850,  as  provided  of 
the  act  for  *<  taking  the  Seventh,  and  Bttbaequeut  Cen- 
•uses,"  approved  May  S3, 1850. 

Th^  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boelavd, 
was  read  a  second  time,  with  a  view  to  reference. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  it  be  in  order,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  will  remark,  for  a  moment,  upon  the  char- 
acter and  object  of  the  resolution,  before  I  move 
its  reference. 

We  have  printed,  and  upon  our  desks  this  mom- 
ing|  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States,  laying  before  us  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shovring  iHchy  he  has 
been  unable  to  perform  the  duty  of  making  the  ap- 
portionment of  Representatives  upon  the  basis  of 
the  new  enumeration-,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
May  23, 1850;  the  reason  stated  being  the  defec- 
tive returns  from  the  State  of  California.  This 
communication  has  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  In  connection  with  it,  and 
as  a  part  of  the  action  of  the  cemmittee  and  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  the  questions  it  raises,  and 
requires  to  be  settled,  I  think  the  declaration  con- 
tained in  this  resolution  is  most  important — neces- 
sary, indeed,  on  account  of  peculiar  circumstances 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  several  States  to  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise  in  the  ensuing  presiden- 
tial election. 

I  have  hesitated  to  bring  this  question  before 
the  Senate,  and  should  not  iiave  done  so  but  for 
the  magnitude  of  its  interest  to  all  the  States,  and 
particularly  to  the  State  f  have  been  sent  'here  to 
represent;  and  further,  for  finding  that  opposite 
opinions  on  the  subject  are  entertainea  alike 
throughout  the  country,  as  indicated bv  the  news- 
paper press,  and  among  the  membera  of  this  body. 
For  myself,  I  have  held  from  the  firat  but  one 
opinion;  but  as  I  am  always  disposed  to  distrust 
somewhat  my  own  opinions,  especially  upon  ques- 
tions like  this,  when  I  find  them  not  concurred  in 
by  gentlemen  whose  capacity  to  judee  of  ^uch 
questions  I  greatly  respect,  and  conceue  to  be,  in 
^neral,  greatly  superior  to  my  own,  I  desire  this 
difiference  of  opinion  to  be  deaded  by  the  authori- 
tative action  of  Congress. 

In  my  own  opinion — which  with  some  diffi- 
dence I  submit  to  the  Senate — the  Constitution, 
the  act  of  1792,  and  the  census  act  of  1850,  taken 
together,  cleariy  and  certainly  establish  the  posi- 
tion assum^  in  my  resolution,  that  the  number  of 
electoral  votes  which  each  State  will  be  entitled 
to  give  in  the  ensuing  presidential  election,  will  be 
the  number  of  Senatora  and  Representatives  to 
which  it  will  be  entitled  by  apportionment  under 
the  recent  enumeration ;  that  is,  that  the  election 
will  be  held  and  the  votes  given  upon  the  basis  of 
the  census  of  1850,  and  not  that  or  1840.  In  sup- 
port of  this  ophiion  I  refer  to  the  Constitution ,  and 
the  legislation  under  il  on  this  subject.  Providing 
for  the  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  people,  the 
Constitution  prescribes: 

"  Tbe  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  direa 
years  after  tbe  first  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
SUtea,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct.*'— CsnsC.  U.  5., 
art.  1,  tee.  S. 

Until  the  first  actual  enumeration,  tht  number 
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of  ReprMentadTM^wM  arbitnuril^r  fixftd  b^  ajpe^ 
cial  proTttioh;  thirty  thoiuand  Mtngthe  laifMiniint 
of  population  entitling  to  om  II»preaaBtative«  aii4 
New  Hampehtre<  hairing  tibrec,  MaaaaAhiuieita 
eight,  dbc 

For  the  election  of  Preai^ent  and  Vice  President 
it  is  provided  tbat-^ 

*<  Each  State  «hall  appoint,  in  tuch  maimer  a»  ttie  Legia^ 
latore  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  eleetora  equal  to  tbe 
whole  number  of  Senatora  and  Repreaentativea  to  which 
the  States  may  be  entitled  in  Congren,*'  hc.-^Oantt  U.  S., 
art.  3,  tec.  1. 

To  carry,  out  thcee  provieions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Congress  passed  **  An  act  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States/'  the  first  section  of  which  is  as  follows: 

<*  That  except  in  case  of  an  election  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  ordinary 
period  as  hereinaner  specified,  electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  th«  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  within  thiny-fonr  days  preceding 
tbe  first  Wednesday  in  December,  one  tboattand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  within  tiiirty-four  dayw  prece- 
ding the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  in  every  fourth  year 
succeeding  tbe  last  election,  wbioh  electors  ^all  be  equal  to 
tbe  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  wkick  the 
$evtrat  Statttmay,  fry  kw,  At  entUhd  at  tht  time  when  tkt 
President  and  Vice  President  thus  to  be  chosen  s^mld  corns 
into  office :  Provided,  always,  that  where  no  apportionment 
of  Representatives  shall  have  been  made  after  any  mvtaer- 
otion  at  the  time  of  choosing  electors,  then  the  n%tn^er  of 
electors  shall  he  aecorSing  to  the  existing  apportionment  of 
Senators  and  Representatives," 

ArpROVKO,  March  1, 1799. 

Until  1850,  the  practice  had  been  to  pass  an  ^ct, 
at  the  end  of  every  ten  years,  **  to  provide  for 
taking  the  census*,^  and  subsequently,  when  the 
returns  of  the  enumeration,  d^.,  had  been  re- 
ceived, to  pass  another  <*  act  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the  sevenu  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  census.'*  As  examples  of  this  le- 
gislation, I  refer  to  the  aet — the  title  of  which  I 
nave  jdst  quoted — for  taking  the  FiAh  Census, 
approved  March  23,  1830,  and  the  subsequent  act 
for  apportionment  under  the  same  census,  ap- 
proved May  22, 1832. 

This  practice  was  abandoned  in  1850;  and 
in  providing  for  '*  taking  the  Seventh  and  subse- 
quent Censuses,"  it  was  deemed  best,  and  was 
provided  accordingly,  in  the  same  bill,  for  making 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives-^and  conse- 
quently, of  preaidenHal  eUdort.  Accordingly  it 
was,  among  the  new  provisions,  enacted: 

'<Tbat  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1853,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  compost  of  livo  hundred 
and  thirty-ikree  membem,  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  in  the  manner  directed  la  the  next  aeotion  of 

this  act.'* 

And  further: 

'*  TbatjK>  soon  as  tbe  next  and  each  subsequent  enomer- 
atioo  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  States,  directed  by 
the  Constitutfon  of  tbe  United  States  to  betaken,  shall  be 
completed  ^nd  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of 
the  interior,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  ascertain  the  aggregate  representative  population 
of  tbe  United  States,  by**lu;.,  <<whichagnegate  population 
he  shall  divide  by  the  number  two  hundrM  and  tMrty-three, 
and  the  product  of  such  division,  rejecting  any  ftacion  of  an 
unit,  if  any  such  happen  to  remwi,  riiall  be  the  ratio  or 
rule  of  apportionment  of  Representativas  among  the  several 
States  under  such  enumeration ;  and  the  said  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  shall  then  proceed,  id  the 
same  manner,  to  ascertain  the  representative  population  of 
each  State  and  to  divide  the  whole  number  of  the  represent- 
aUve  population  of  each  State  by  the  ratio  already  deter- 
mined by  him  as  above  directed,  and  tbe  product  of  this 
last  division  shall  be  the  number  of  representaUvcs  appor- 
tioned to  such  State  under  the  then  last  enuroeratlott.?' 

[**  Act  for  taking  the  Seventh  and  subsequent 
Censuses^"  4^.,  sections  24  and  25.  Approved 
March  3, 1850.] 

I  repeat,  that  from  these  citations  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  I  deduce  tbe  opinion  that  the 
enumeration  of  1850  is  the  basis  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives  in  the  next  Coneress,  and 
of  electors  for  the  ensuing  presidential  election 
in  November  next.  The  act  of  *92»  which  I  have 
quoted,  is  specific  in  ite  provision  that  this  shall 
be  so.  The  condition  that  it  prescribes,  namely, 
that  the  apoOrtionment  under  tne  new  enumeration 
shall  have  oeen  made  prior  to  the  election,  is  pro- 
vided for  in  tlie  act  of  l850,  and  will  be  fulfilled 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who,  by  a  simple 
arithmetical  computation,  will,  as  soon  as  the  re- 
turns shall  be  complete,  ascertain  and  announce 
the  apportionment,  and  that  certainly  before  the 
election  iti  November  next.  And,  as  if  to  make 
tills  intention  and  provision  the  more  clear  and 
emphatic,  the  proviso  at  the  dose  of  the  section 
makes  an  express  and  contrasting  provision,  that 
in  the  event  that  an  apportionment  under  any  new 
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enumeration  shall  noi  have.be^n  made  prior  to  the 
election,  then  the.ntunber  of  electors  snail  be  the 
same  as  under  the  old  apportionment. 

This,  to  iny  mind,  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 
Moreover,  the  uniibrm  practic#  in  ail  preceding 
presidential  elections  has  been  in  accordance  with 
this  opinion,  or  I  might,  perhaps,  with  more  pro- 
priety, say  that  my  opinion  has  been  based  upon 
the.  Constitution  and  Laws,  ii  1  have  Quoted  them, 
and  as  they  are  elucidated  by  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  Government. 

Ido  not  think  I  have  overrated  the  importance 
of  this  question.  It  ^rtainly  involves  the  highest 
rights  and  interests  of  the  States — tlie  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise  in  the  election  to  the  highest 
.offices  in  their  ^ift.  To  enjoy  that  right,  and  exer- 
cise that  ihmchise  in  an  enective  manner,  it  is  in- 
dispensable for  them  to  know  how  many  votes 
they  are  respectively  entitled  to.  But  upon  this 
point,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  there  are  oppo- 
site opinions;  some  contending;  that  they  are  to 
vote-under  one  apportionment,  and  others-  insisting 
thai  another  apportionment  is  to  determine  the 
number  of  votes  they  shall  give.  If  the  old  ap- 
portionment is  to  be  observed,  my  own  State  will 
nave  but  thru  electoral  votes;  whereas,  under  the 
new  one  she  will  have /our.    Differences  much 

greater  than  this,  with  other  States,  will  be  made 
y  the  adoption  of  the  one,  or  the  other,  appor- 
tionment. Some.States  will  lose,  and  others  will 
eain  votes  and  relative  weight  in  the  election,  to 
Uie  extent,  in  several  instances,  of  from  tkne  to 
/our,  and  perhaps  of  five  votes. 

I  Airge,  then,  not  only  the  importance  of  the 
question  Itself,  but  the  urgent  necessity  of  dispos- 
ing of  it,  by  early  action  upon  the  resolution  I 
have  submitted.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONVENTION  WITH  BRAZIL. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  a 
joint  resolution,  which  1  offered  the  other  day, 
to  extend  the  time  of  the  commission  under  tne 
convention  with  Brazil.  It  is  necessary  that,  if 
anything  is  done  in  relation  to  it,  it  should  be 
done,  at  the  latest,  by  the  second  o£  March,  and 
that  day  is  now  near  at  hand. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Resohted  by  thQ  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  ofJimerica  in  Congress  itssembled,  That 
tbe  act  entitled  '<An  act  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  Convention 
between  tbe  United  States  and  tb«  Emperor  of  Brazil,  or 
tbe  97tb  day  of  January,  in  tbe  year  1849,"  approved  March 
90, 1850,  shall  be  and  tbe  aame  it  hereby  continued  in  force 
ibr  the  period  of  nine  months  from  and  after  the  firnt  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  1859. 

Mr.  MASON.  The  necessity  for  the  extension 
of  that  commission  is  shown  in  a  communication . 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  cbmmunicated  to 
us  by  the  Prei^ident  of  the  United  States.  There 
is  a  provision  in  the  treaty  with  Brazil  which  stip- 
ulates that  all  the  claimants  against  Brazil  shall 
have  evidence  furnished  them  frorh  that  country  to 
establish  their  claims,  if  need  be;  but,  from  the 
extent  of  territory  through  which  that  evidence 
was  to  be  sought,  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
obtain  that  evidence  before  the  commission  would 
expire.  The  Secretary  of  State  consequently  rec- 
ommends that  the  commission  should  be  extended 
for  nine  months;  but,  on  consultation  with  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin,]  and  he  with 
th^  commissioner,  I  have  become  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  most  expedient  not  to  extend  the  time 
for  a  period  longer  than  four  months;  and  I  move 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
"nine,**  in  the  ninth  line,  and  inserting  the  word 
••four,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  •*  shall  be,  and  Jthe 
same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  for  the  period  of 
four  vionths  rrom  and  after  the  first  day  or  March, 
in  the  year  1852." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  res- 
oHition  was  reported  to  the  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment adopted  by  the  Seimte  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whdle  was  concurred  In,  and  the  joint  resolu- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ingr  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

CHARLES  Q.  HUNT£E. 
Mr.  CLEMEINS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 
Resolved^  Tkat  ihs  Conmiltea  oa  Naval  AflUn  be  ia- 


Btruete^  to  inquire  into  tbe  eznedtenoy  of  refnndiiv  <• 
Charles  G.  Hunter  tbe  aoonnt  of  loateg  miftalnad  W  bbi 
while  coimnandhw  the  steamer  "  Beoutie"  aad  t^ 
schooner  *<  Taney ,"^  fof  a^ppttaa,  fbr  whicb  the  pioni 
vonehen  were  not  takea^ 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  tha 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Rant- 
ing the  right  of  way  and  makin0»a  grant  ox  land 
to  the  State  of  lowa^in  aid  of  the  conitmction 
of  certain  railroads  in  that  State. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendmeot 
submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Fubllc  Landi,  at 
a  substitute  for  the  entire  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  Uien  renewed  his  amend- 
ment, as  mn  additional  section,  which*  dter  being 
under  discussion  for  some  time,  he  withdrew  a 
few  days  ago,  to  facilitate  action  upon  the  com- 
mittee's substitute. 

Mr.  GEYER  addressed  the  Senate  until  th« 
usual  hour  of  adjournment;  when,  without  finialH 
ing,  he  yielded  the  floor,  and  the  Senate  adjourned.  * 


HOUSE  OF  re;presentatiyes. 

TvBtDAY,  F^nruary  34, 1852. 

The  Housp  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
bythe  Rev.  C.  M.  Butlkr. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  before  the 
House  is  House  bill  No.  104,  being  a  bill  granting 
the  right  of  way  and  making  a  donation  of  public 
lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  therein.  Tbe  ques' 
tion  immediately  pending  is  the  motion  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the*  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  upon  which  question  the  ^• 
tleman  from  South  Carohna  fMr.  Orr]  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  would  ask 
the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  make  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Iii- 
dian  Affairs.  I  would  not  make  this  request  if  it 
were  not  for  an  important  matter. 

Mr.  ORR.  Several  days  have  elapsed  since  I 
obtained  the  floor,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  delay 
submitting  my  remarks  any  lon^r.  I  wish  to 
proceed  now.    I  would  like  to  oblige  my  friend. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  ask  my  friend  to  allow  me 
one  moment,  that  I  may  modify  the  amendment 
proposed  by  me  to  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league,  [Mr.  Hall.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  no  objection  to  jrielding  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  make  the  following  modifi- 
cation of  my  amendment. 

[A  copy  of  this  was  not  obtained.  It  will  be 
published  nereafler.  ] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  propose  submitting  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  bill  now  before  the  House  for  considera- 
tion. I  have  examined  its  provisions  with  great 
care  and  attention,  and  have  come  to  the  condu- 
aion  to  cast  my  vote  for  it.  I  shall,  therefore, 
proceed  to  slate  briefly  the  reasons  which  hare 
operated  upon  my  mind  in  bringing  me  to^t 
conclusion.  The  £rst  Question  t&t  is  presented 
to  the  investigation  of  tne  House  is  this:  Has  the 
Congress  the  constitutional  power  to  make  the 
donations  contemplated  in  this  bill?  In  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  following  olause: 

^  That  Conaress  shall  have  power  to  dispoee  of  and  siake 
all  needAil  rules  and  regulations  respectinf  the  ter^tory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. '* 

I  suppose  that  the  power  conferred  by  ibtf 
clause  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is 
as  ample,  full,  and  complete,  as  any  other  power 
vested  by  that  instrument  in  Congress.  And  the 
only  limitation  to  that  powers  in  my  opinion,  is 
an  implied  trust  that  the  Congress,  in  laakiog: 
that  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  shall  dispose 
of  them  in  such  a  manner  as  most  effectually  ip 
promote  the  interests  of  all  th^  States.  Now,  this 
tiill  proposes  to  carry  out,  as  1  conceive,  the  con- 
stitutional power  vea^  in  the  Congress  fordispos- 
ing  of  the  public  lands.  I  dp  not  think  Con|^resB 
would  have  the  power  to  give  away  all  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  for  in  that  way  the  Government  wild 
not  be  carrying  out  this  implied  trust.  By  virtue 
of  her  right  as  the  proprietor  of  the  public  domaiD, 
the  Government  has  the  right  to  ^ve  away  one 
half  of  the  publielands,  that  the  remaming  half  may 
be  enhanced  in  value.  Is  not  that  a  sound  pnn- 
ciple.>    Is  it  not  a  comet  principle?    I  do  not 
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des^  entering  into  an  elaborate  constitutioiial  ar- 
gument upon  this  subject;  but  I  will  qdote  some 
anthorittes  which  may  satisfy  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men who  doubt  upon  this  point,  whi/ih' are  more 
concise  and  infinitely  better  than  any  argument 
which  I^might  make.  To  them  I  desire  to  eall  the 
attention  espedaHy  of  the  members  from  the  old 
States  who  seemto  be  prejudiced  agaitrat  this  bill, 
because,  forsootn,  it  does  not  provide  for  giving 
lands  to  the  old  States.  The  first  authority  is  that 
of  Mr.  Calhoun.  I  deed  not  say,  Mr.  filpeaker, 
that  that  authority  with  me,  perhaps  has  more 
wnght  than  the  authority  of  any  other  statesman 
living  or  dead.  Whether  gentlemen  agree  with 
Mr.  Calhoun  in  his  general  views,  or  not,  it  will 
be  conceded  by  all,  I  suspect,  that  he  was  at  least 
a  strict  constructionist  or  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  was  the  last  man  who 
figured  in  public  life  who  would  have  been  dis- 
posed by  nis  acts  to  confer  upon  the  Qeneral 
Government  greater  powers  than  those  which  the* 
Constitution  pUunly  give.  In  the  debate  in  1848 
in  the  Senate,  on  the  bill  making  a  donation  of 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Calhoun 
participated.    He  said: 

*<The  qaestton  in  this  esse  It  a  very  airople  one. 
We  lire  autboilsed  1^  the  CosMinitioii  to  dispoee  of  the 
public  lands.  Here  i«  a  puUic  inaprovement,  projected 
either  by  the  State,  or  by  individuals  in  the  State  through 
which  it  will  pass,  and  by  which  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  will  be  enhanced.  If,  then,  it  will  add  to  the 
value  of  our  lando,  ought  we  not  to  coatributs  to  it  ?  Would 
we  not,  as  individuals,  thus  act  f  This  is  not  a  novel  prin- 
ciple. It  has  been  acted  upon  (or  more  than  twenty  years. 
The  case  of  the  canal  conneetingthe  Illinois  river  with 
Lake  Michigan  is  a  striking  one.  There,  alternate  sections 
were  given  to  make  a  canal ;  and  I  suppose  I  can  appeal 
with  confidence  to  the  Senators  from  tnat  State^  whether 
the  lands  reserve  to  the  United  States  were  not  dispcMcd  of 
afterwards  readily  ? 

**Mr.  Brbvsc,  (In  his  seat.)  Thousbnds  of  acres  were 
dispoeed  of,  which  would  otherwise  never  have  been  sold. 

**Mr.  CALtLOvn.  I  have  seldom  given  a  vote  the 
result  at  which  gratified  nie  more  than  the  vote  which  I 
gave  on  that  occajiion.  T  then  presided  in  that  chair  which 
you  now  occupy,  and  gave  the  eastins  vote.  I  take  to  my- 
s^,  jfaerefcre,  some  nare  in  the  cremt  of  ttiat  magnificent 
improvement.  Indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a  prin- 
cii^e  more  perfectly  clear  fVom  doubt  than  this  one  is.  It 
-  does  not  belong  to  the  category  of  internal  improvements  at 
all.  It  is  not  a  power  claimed  by  the  Government  as  a 
govcnunent.  It  bdOBcs  to  the  6o\'emfflent  as  a  landed 
proprietor.  And  I  will  add,  that  it  is  not  only  a  right  but 
a  duty.  *^d  (in  important  duty.  Now,  what  has  been  con- 
sldsred  an  equitable  arrangement  between  the  Government 
and  tbe  State  which  may  undertake  an  improvement  pass- 
ing through  the  public  lands?  Long  since,  it  was  apeed 
that  the  grant  of  alternate  sections  was  a  fair  contribution 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  considered  as  a  proprietor, 
and  fhmi  which  the  United  States  would  be  a  very  great 
gai^.  It  appears  to  me  to  be,  an  equitable  arrangement ; 
and  I  doubt  whether,  in  any  esse,  either  of  a  canal  or  a 
railroad  passing  throu|rih  the  public  lands,  the  United  States 
will  not  be  a  gainer.  To  that  extent  I  am  prepared  to  go, 
be  the  road  long  or  short;  if  it  be  long,  you -gain  the  more : 
If  tl  be  diort,  you  gain  the  less :  and  you  contribute  in  pro- 
portion 10  your  gaui." 

That  is  one  authority  to  which  I  wish  especially 
to  call  the  attention  of  members  from  the  old 
Statts,  who  are  disposed  to  raise  a  constitutional 
quastion  against  tliis  bill.  There  is  another  au- 
uiortty,  which  I  think  will  be  considered  upon  this 
aide  of  Uie  House  [Democratic]  a  very  high  one, 
from  which  I  will  read.  General  Ca»,  m  that 
de^te,  in  presenting  the  reasons  why  he  would 
Biipport  the  bill,  said: 

"This  bill  does  not  touch  the  question  of  internal  im- 
provement at  all.  It  asserts  no  right  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  lay  out  a  road,  or  to  regulate  the  construction  of 
a  road.  The  Federal  Government  is  a  great  land-holder ;  it 
possesaes  an  extmisive  public  domain ;  and  w«  have  the 
power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  dispose  of  that  domain ; 
and  a  v^  unlimited  power  it  is.  The  simple  question  is, 
what  disposition  we  may  make  of  the  public  lands.'  No  one 
will  contend  for  the  doctrine  that  we  cannot  give  them 
away  to  a  State.  As  the  Senator  flrom  Kentuckv  has  sa^d, 
eveiy  Preeident  has  signed  bills  assertiug  the  principle  that 
these  lands  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  General  Government, 
wtcbout  restriction  as  to  the  purp<we  of  such  ditporitioa. 
We  may  testow  them  Ibr  achool  pm  pains,  or  we  may  be> 
•low  a  maoQ  fl>r  the  purpose  of  improvioa  the  value  of  the 
rest.  What  right  Jiave  you  to  sit  still  ana  see  your  lands 
growing  in  value,  through  the  instruroentalitv  of  individuals, 
Without  rendering  any  aid  in  furtherance  of  that  object :  It 
<s  tha  settlement  of  the  lands  that  makes  them  valuaMe." 

Gfoiieral  Cisi  subsec|uently,  in  the  same  debate, 
'n  reply  to  a  constitutional  issue  made  by  tha  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Bagby,]  in  a  more 
Pt>iiited  manner  maintained  the  constitutional 
THywer  of  Congress  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  the 
F^xiblie  domain  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  mnain- 
**i^ portion.    He  said: 

.  "I  will  answer  the  Senator.  The  Gcnend  Government 
^«s  BO  power  to  make  any  raHroad  or  canal  through  any 
^  tate;  but  the  disposal  of  a  portion  of  the  publie  domain  to 
i  the  value  of  the  rest,  is  dearly  witmo  the  power  of 
Government." 


I  find,  Mr.  Sneaker,  in  the  15th  volume  of  the 
**  Congressional  Globe,"  another  debate  upon  the 
bill  granting  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  SOkte  of  Michigan,  in  which  a  number  of 
Senators  participaled.  I  believe  that  at  that  time 
Mr.  Niles,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Bagby,  of 
Alabama,  were  the  only  two  Senators  who  raised 
the  constitutional  question.  In  that  debate  Mr. 
Calhoun  participated,  and  said: 

*<  As  (kr  as  the  Michigan  bill  was  concerned,  he  under- 
stood the  principle  wns  simply  giving  alternate  sections  of 
the  public  land  tor  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  value  of 
the  remainder.  Upon  this  point  he  would  say  that  he  had 
not  the  alightest  doubt  that  the  Government  not  only  had 
the  rig^t.  ad  proprietor  of  tlie  public  domain,  to  grant  por- 
tions of  that  domain  for  i>uch  a  purpose,  but  that  It  was  the 
4uty  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  The  Government,  in  his 
opinion,  oogbt  to  be  ashamed  of  allowing  their  lands  lo  be 
enhanced  in  value  by  the  exertions  and  at  the  cost  of  a 
State,  without  contributing  in  some  degree  to  produce  this 
result." 

On  that  occasion,  Mr.  Niles,  in  reply  to  these 
observations, charged  Mr.  Calhoun  with  inconsist- 
ency in  voting  for  that  bill,  and  with  an  abandon- 
ment of  his  doctrines  upon  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement.  Mr.  Calhoun  replied  to  tlie  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut,  as  follows: 

"He  (Mr.  C.)  acted  now  on  the  principle  on  which  he 
had  acted  fVom  the  beginning— a  principle  perfectly  clear; 
and  not  only  was  it  clearly  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
make  these  grants,  but  he  considered  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  do  so.  They  did  not  in  so  doing  act  in 
their  ravereigu  capacity.  The  question  of  internal  im- 
provements was  not  at  all  involved,  but  simply  that  of  pro- 
prietorship, whetfier,  when  anytiiina  was  done  to  enhance 
the  value  of  their  lands  in  the  viciuty  of  the  works,  they 
were  not  called  on  and  bound  in  good  faith  to  contribute 
something  as  the  proprietors." 

He  said,  further: 

**  But,  in  this,  and  in  all  cases  where  a  road  passed 
through  the  public  lands,  and  application  was  made  when 
the  work  had  been  commenced,  and  there  was  a  reasonable 
probability  that  the  value  of  the  public  lands  would  be  en- 
hanced, he  was  in  ftvor  of  contrtbutiiig  laigrly,  and*  in  so 
doing  he  abandoned  no  principle.  As  fir  as  he  could  Judge 
of  tiie  localities,  the  canal  would  be  of  vast  importance. 
HThe  lands  intermediate  between  the  termini  would  be 
greatiy  increased  In  value.  As  to  the  railroad  be  could  not 
express  any  opinicm,  but  waa  desirous  to  see  it  completed, 
and  for  that|Mirpose  was  willing  to  grant  the  desired  appro- 
priation, on  condition  only  that  the  Government  snould 
have  the  nse  of  it  when  required  for  the  conveyance  of 
stores  and  troops." 

It  appears  that  explanation  did  not  satisfy  Mr. 
Niles,  and  he  expressed  the  conviction  that  Uiere 
was  no  difference  at  all  between  voting  for  the 
Cumberland  road  and  forgiving  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  lands,  Mr.  Calhoun  replies: 

'*  Mr.  C.  remarked,  in  reply,  that  if  the  gentleman  could 
not  see  a  distincUoa  between  the  case  of  the  Ctmberland 
road— a  work  undertaken  by  the  General  Govtmment— and 
the  case  in  which  the  Government,  in  its  proprietary  char- 
acter, contributes  to  works  undertaken  by  Stales  or  indi- 
viduals, he  (Mr.  C.)  could  only  express  his  resret.  To  him 
the  diflbrence  was  as  great  as  that  betwijen  mght  and  day. 
In  the  one  case  there  was  an  exercise  of  the^ght  of  sov- 
ereignty, in  the  other  simply  that  of  ownership." 

If  I  should  conclude,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  write  out 
the  remarks  which  I  am  submit^ng,  I  will  perhaps 
incorporate  some  other  authorities.  At  present,  I 
will  not  trouble  the  House  by  reading  any  more 
authorities  with  reference  to  that  point.  The  de- 
scription of  internal  improvements  objected  to,  as 
I  understand,  bv  the  RepuUican  or  Democratic 
party,  is  that  wnere  the  Govwnment  appropriates 
money  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  for  the  purpose 
of  building  roads,  or  constructing  canals  in  certain 
localities.  In  %he  first  place,  it  is  said,  and  said,  I 
believe,  truly,  that  Congress  has  no  right  to  levy 
money  upon  the  people  of  the  United  Statef ,  for 
the  purpose  of  constnieting  such  works.  T%at 
power  is  not  granted  by  the  Constitution.  Con- 
ceding even  that  the  Gk>vermnent  possessed  the 
power,  one  of  the  strong  objections,  and  to  my 
mind  an  insuperable  objeettonngainsttheexercise 
of  it,  would  be  that  you  levy  money  indiscrimi- 
nately, all  over  the  country,  upon  all  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  in  constructing  these  works  of  internal 
improvement,  you  benefit  sections  only.  The  ad- 
vantage^would  be  local  merely.  Certain  portions 
of  the  country  would  be  favored,  and  others  would 
not;  and  it  is,  therefore,  best  to  learethe  construc- 
tion of  these  works  with  the  States,  who  will  take 
care  of  their  own  interests  in  the  premises.  Their 
citizens  will  be  taxed  for  the  construction  of  those 
works,  and  they  will  receive  the  benefit  accruing 
by  the  taxation  for  that  purpose.  But  does  this 
case  come  within  that  principle  ?  I  think  one  gen- 
tleman, at  the  opening  of  this  debate,  intimated 
that  this  bill  was  hable  to  all  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  thaOovammtnt  eiitb«rking 
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in  works  of  internal  improvement.    There  is  no 
^alo^,  sir^  at-all. 

This  bill  proposes  to  donate  one  half  of  the  pub- 
lie  lands  within  six  miles  on  either  side  of  the  rail- 
road to  aid  in  the  construction  of  that  work.  Does 
this  reduce  the  revenue,  accruing  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States?  Not  a  fiurthing;  and  why?  Because  the 
bill  provides  that  when  you  give  awav  alternate 
sections,  that  those  reserved  to  the  Government 
shall  be  doubled  in  value;  and  thus  those  which  you 
are  now  tryipg  to  sell  at  $1  25,  lands  which  would 
remain,  probM)ly,  in  market  for  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  years  at  that  price,  are  raised  in  value  to 
|2  50,  with  the  confident  assurance  founded  upon 
universal  experience,  that  those  lands  will  sell  more 
rapidly  then  at  that  enhanced  price  than  they  do 
now  at  $1  25  per  acre.  If  this  Wfis  a  proposition 
simply  to  give  the  altemate  8ecti<^s  without  those 
remaining  being  increased  m  valit^ — if,  in  other 
words,  it  redttcSl  the  revenue  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  from  the  sale  of  the  pubUc  lands — 
then  I  admit  the  objection  of  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Jones]  would  be  a  valid  one.  But 
that  objection  does  not  exist  to  this  bill.  It  is  a 
phantom  flitting  only  before  the  imagination  of 
my  friend .  That  which  has  given  rise,  I  suppose, 
to  it  is  the  fact  that  he  sees  no  provision  in  tius  bill 
to  extend  lands  to  the  old  States. 

I  think  I  have  demonstrated  that  nothing^  is  ab- 
stracted from  the  Trsasurv  by  the  grants  for  the 
construction  of  these  worKs,  and  that  all  the  re- 
flotirces  out  of  which  and  from  which  the  funds  are 
to  come  into  the  Treastury,  are  not  reduced.  If 
this  is  so,  how  can  it  be  charged  that  it  is  involving 
the  Gh>verBment  of  the  United  States  in  a  system 
of  internal  improvements,  which  has  been  warred 
against  by  the  Republican  or  Democratic  party 
throughout  all  time.  My  friend  from  Tennessee 
^Mr.  joHBsl  also  in  the  same  speech  intimated  that 
It  was  clearly  anti-Democratic,  as  well  as  uncon- 
stitutionaL  What  are  the  facts?  Almost  every 
single  one  of  the  present  heads,  or  what  are  callea 
leaders,  of  the  Democratic  party,  have  supported 
bills  identical  with  this  bill  in  principle,  without 
-an  exception  scarcely. 

I  believe  Mr.  Polk,  while  he  was  a  member  of 
Congress  here  in  ld38»  voted  for  a  bill  similar  to 
this,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  canals.  Mrt* 
McDuffie  voted  for  such  bills,  as  you  have  already 
heard  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate.  C^eral  Cass,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  Mr.  Hduston,  in  fact  the  whole  of 
those  who  are  now  or  were  heretofore  looked  up  to 
as  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  part]^,  have  ad- 
vocated and  supported  bills  identical  m  pi-inciple 
with  the  bill  now  upon  your  table.  It  is  net, 
therefore,  anti-Demoomtic.  You  may  take  the 
vote  by  which  the  Illinois  bill  passed  the  Senate, 
or  the  vote  by  which  the  Mississippi  bill  passed, 
and  you  will  find  Ihat  a  maiority  of  the  Demo* 
crats  voted  for  it.  Upon  the  Mississippi  bill  there 
were  but  eight  Senators  of  the  entire  Senate  who 
voted  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  this  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  is  infitiitely  a  better 
bill  for  this  Government  than  the  Mississippi  bill. 
I  will  show  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  bill  itself, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  scouted  trom  this  Hall,  first, 
either  upon  the  plea  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  or 
second,  that  it  is  anti^Republican  or  ami-Demo- 
cratic. I  do  not  think  that  either  of  these  pre- 
texts will  be  available  to  drive  the  bill  from  this 
Hall,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JoNEf]  does  injustice  to  his  own  party  when 
he  makes  an  imputation  of  that  sort;  for  i  take  it 
that  even  hi  this  House  there  ha,  perhaps,  a  ma- 
jority c£  the  members  of  the  Democratic  party 
who  win  vote  for  these  bills. 

Having  disposed  of  this  constitutional  question 
more  by  authority  than  by  argument,  and  having 
also  disposed  of  the  question  of  Demoertcy,  I  de- 
sire to  oirect  the  attention  of  the  Hotise  to  the  ad- 
vantage which  is  to  result  to  the  Government  from 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

What  advantage  will  the  Government  derive? 
The  first  advantage  is  this.  It  will  brinff  lands 
into  market  which  have  been  exposed  to  sale,  and 
hsfve  not  fotmd  a  purchaser  for  thirty  years.  The 
road  for  which  this  identical  bill  provides,  passes 
throtigh  a  portion  of  Missouri,  and  through  public 
lands,  that  have  been  subject  to  sale  imd  entry 
from  fiAesn  to  twenty-five  years.    Those  lands 
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have  not  been  eold,  and  why  ?  Qfcauee  they  are 
situated  so  remote  from  market,  so  remote  from 
naTig^ble  waters,  so  remote  from  all  the  conve- 
niencies  of  life,  so  remote  from  timber — for  a  large 
portion  of  the  land  consists  of  prairies — that«per> 
sons  have  been  deterred  from  o<icQpying  and  set- 
tling them.  GKre  them  the  facilities  of  a  railroad; 
give  them  the  opportunity  of  bringing  timber  to 
lese  prairies;  give  them  facilities  for  sending  off 
produce  to  market,  and  you  will  find  those  lands 
that  have  been  reserved  to  this  Government  sellinfir 
rapidly  at  |fi  50  per  acre,  when  they  have  remained 
now  in  market  for  twenty  years,  not  bringing  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 

This  Missouri  bill  provides  for  donating  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  pubUc  lands  between  the 
towns  of  Hannibal,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
St.  Joseph,  upon  the  Missouri  river,  lying  for 
thirty  mues  w^t  of  the  Mississippi,  and  tor  about 
the  same  dfttance  east  of  the  Miuouri.  All  the 
public  lands  have  been  taken  up,  so  that,  although 
the  line  of  railroad  is  a  very  long  one,  yet  there 
are  sixty  miles  of  that  distance  where  the  company 
will  not  receive  an  acre  of  land.  The  settlements 
there  go  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  theory  which 
I  laid  down,  that  when  settlers  are  brought  within 
convenient  distances  of  navigable  rivers  or  of  rail- 
roads, the  public  lands  are  taken  up.  Where 
these  facilities  are  not  convenient,  the  public  lands 
lie  idle — are  of  no  sort  of  use  to  the  States,  Gen- 
eral Gk>vemmeAt,  or  any  person .  In  many  regions 
of  the  country  there  are  public  lands,  as  I  nave 
already  stated,  which  have  been  exposed  to  sale 
for  manv  years  for  |1  25  an  acre,  but  remain  un- 
sold, and  will  remain  unsold  for  fifty  years  to  come, 
unless  improvements  of  this  kind  are  projected 
and  the  lands  brought  into  market. 

I  might  speak  of  the  lands  in  Florida.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  will  report  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  there,  ex- 
tendmg  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  miles  in 
length,  where  there  are  no  settlements  at  alL  In 
my  own  State,  a  railroad  was  constructed  from 
Cnarleston  to  Hamburg,  passing  through  a  pine 
country,  where  the  land  was  not  worth  more  than 
from  ten  to  fifty  cents  per  acre.  These  lands  rarely 
found  a  purchaser  because  they  were  valuable  only 
as  a  range.  Since  the  construction  of  that  road,  the 
lands  have  increased  in  value  all  .along  the  line  of 
the'road  from  ten  cents  per  acre  to  f2  50  and  |5  00 
per  acre.  It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation, 
but  on  account  of  the  valuable  timber  Ijring  along 
the  road,  and  within  the  means  of  transporting 
the  turpentine  which  these  forests  may  afford,  that 
the  lands  have  risen  so  much  in  value.  I  under- 
take to  say  that  in  Florida,  the  description  of  lands 
of  which  1  have  been  speaking,  will  remain  unen- 
tered for  one  hundred  years,  unless  some  public  im- 
provement of  this  nature  is  projected  and  carried 
out.  The  Grovemment,  then,  by  makinr  these  do- 
nations, not  onl^  benefits  the  States  or  the  railroad 
companies,  but  it  also  benefits  itself,  and  it  brings 
hunareds  of  thousands  of  dollars  into  your  Treas- 
ury, which  otherwise  would  not  be  derived  from 
the  lands.  I  suspect  when  you  go  to  the  West 
you  will  find  in  many  places  valuable  and  fertile 
umds,  capable  of  producing  wheat  and  corn  and 
cotton,  which  are  not  entered  at  $1  25  per  acre. 
And  why  ?  Because  they  have  not  facilities  for 
market.  The  increase  in  value  of  land  in  the  new 
States,  consequent  upon  the  construction  of  works 
of  internal  improvement,  will  be  greater  than  in  the 
old  States.  And  why?  Because  the  land  of  the 
new  States  i9  better,  the  soil  more  fertile,  and 
conseauently  the  production  greater.  It  is  a  virgin 
soil— better  than  that  of  the  Atlantic  slope.  I  do 
not  believe,  from  all  my  knowledge  of  geomphy, 
that  there  is  a  country  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
that  has  tuch  an  extent  of  rich  lands  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley— lands  that  will  produce  from  a 
thousand  to  nfteen  hundred  pounds  of  cotton  per 
acre,  and  from  sixty  to  seventy  bushels  of  com. 
Give  the  cotton  planter,  or,  for  instance,  give  the 
farmer  faeiltties  for  market,  and  is  he  not  better 
able  to  pay  |3  50  per  acre  than  he  would  |1  25 
for  land  which  was  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  mar- 
ket, and  where  his  com  would  not  be  worth  more 
than  five  or  ten  cents  a  bushel?  The  committee  have 
assumed,  in  framing  this  bill,  that,  a4  a  general  rule, 
the  lands  lying  within  six  miles  on  both  sides  of 
a  railroad  will  certainly  increase  in  value  100  per 
cent.  I  think  1  can  bring  some  testimony  here 
which  might  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  G^rgia 
[Mr.  TooHBf}  that  the  construction  of  railroads 


increase  the  price  of  lands,  and  that  greatly.  I 
desire  to  state,  (and  if  I  do  not  state  the  fact  cor- 
rectly I  hope  the  gentleman  will  correct  me,)  that 
in  the  Cherokee  country,  a  region  that  twelve 
years  ago  had  no  facilities  for  market  at  all,  their 
com  was  not  worth  more  than  ten  or  twelve  cents 
per  bushel.  Since  that  time  they  have  constructed 
a  road  there;  and  in  a  conversation  with  an  intel- 
ligent gentleman  from  that  country  a  day  or  two 
ago,  he  said  to  me,  that  the  lands  had  increased  in 
value  along  the  line  of  that  road,  for  thirty  miles 
on  both  sides,  from  100  to  2,000  per  cent.  The 
committee  assumed  that  land  lying  along  the  lines 
of  these  roads  for  six  miles  would  certainly  in- 
crease in  value  100  per  cent.  In  many  instances, 
I  have  no  doubt  it  will  greatly  exceed  100  per 
cent,  and  reach  500  per  cent.,  and  in  some  cases 
reach  even  1,000  per  cent.  But  six  miles  is  as- 
sumed by  the  committee  as  the  distance  upon  the 
average  on  either  side,  and  that  the  increase  in 
value  will  at  least  reach  100  per  cent.  I  think  the 
settlers  in  the  new  States  ought  to  be  liberally 
treated  by  this  Government,  for  it  requires  a  bold 
and  enterprising  man  to  give  up  and  renounce  all 
the  conveniences  and  luxuries  to  be  met  with  in 
the  old  States — to  take  leave  of  the  home  of  his 
childhood,  the  friends  of  his  youth  and  maturer 
years,  to  plunge  into  a  western  forest.  All  this 
requires  courage  and  enterprise.  These  people 
deserve  liberal  treatment  from  the  Govemment, 
and  are  especially  entitled  to  receive  it,  when  the 
Govemment  does  not  injure  itself  or  the  other 
States  of  the  Confederacy  by  extending  it.  They 
have  but  little  capital  there,  and  that  is  one  reason 
why  these  donations  should  be  made.  When 
persons  emigrate  to  the  West  or  Southwest,  as  a 
general  rule,  all  the  capital  they  carry  with  them 
IS  their  industry  and  enterprise.  If  you  eive  them 
these  lands  so  as  to  enable  them  to  purchase  iron 
for  the  construction  of  roads  to  be  realized  by  a 
sale  of  the  land,  their  industry  will  accomplish  the 
balance,  and  they  will  benefit  themselves  and  you. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks upon  some  of  the  details  of  this  bill.  It  is 
provided  that  where  the  lands  have  been  taken  up 
within  the  six  miles  by  entry,  the  company  shaU 
be  allowed  to  go  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  for  the 
purpose  of  making  up  this  auota.  Well,  that 
feature,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge,  did  not  meet 
my  approbation  fldly,  but  I  have  waived  any 
serious  objection  to  it  that  would  have  led  me  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  'The  Gk>vemment  is  amply 
compensated  by  allowing  this  extension  from  six 
to  fifteen  miles.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  provided 
that  the  nuuls  shall  be  carriea  over  these  roads, 
not  at  such  prices  as  the  company  and  the  Gk>v- 
eroment  shall  affree  upon,  but  at  such  price  as 
Congress  shall  fix — Cleaving  it  absolutely  under 
the  control  of  Congress.  1  suppose  every  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  fomiliar  with  the  operations  of 
the  Post  Oflice  Department,  knows  the  difficulties 
that  are  encountered  now  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral in  making  contracts  K>r  canning  the  nMiils 
over  the  railroads  of  the  country.  Tiiere  is  scarcely 
a  railroad  company  in  the  Unued  States  thai  does 
not  avail  itself  of*^  the  opportunity  presented,  to 
extort  from  the  Gk>verament  larger  compensation 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  than  it  is  justly 
entitled  to.  But  by  this  bill  you  reserve  to  your- 
selves the  right  to  say  at  what  price  the  mails 
shall  be  carried.  That  is  one  great  point  gained. 
The  distance  from  St.  Joseph  to  Hannibal  is  about 
two  hundred  miles,  and  the  cost  of  transporting  a 
heavy  mail,  being  within  the  first  class,  over  a  rail- 
road between  those  two  places  would  be  |300  per 
mile.  There  would  be  f60,000  paid  out  by  the 
Government  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
over  that  road  for  one  single  year.  That  is  more 
than  it  is  worth,  and  Conjgress  by  adopting  this 
policy  can  apply  a  corrective,  and  vote  to  these 
railroad  companies  a  fair  compensation.  But  there 
is  another  advantage  to  the  Government  in  this 
bill  which  was  not  included  in  the  Mississippi 
bill  or  in  the  first  Illinois  bill.  It  is  this;  the  oUI 
provides  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  transported  over  these  roads  throughout  all 
time  witnout  charge;  and  also  that  munitions  of 
war,  and  property  of  the  United  States  of  every 
description,  shall  be  transported  free  of  charge. 

Now  look  at  this  Missouri  road.  It  points  in 
the  very  direction  which  you  are  compelled  to  go 
in  traveling  to  Utah,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  and 
California.  And  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  how  long 
are  you  to  hmre  an  Indian  fimntisr  between  those 


remote  States  and  Territories  on  the  Pactic  and 
the  western  border  of  Missouri  ?  It  will  be,  per- 
haps, a  hundred  years  before  the  red  man  of  the 
forest  is  exterminated,  and  durine  the  whole  of 
that  time  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  keep  up  troops  and  stations  upon  the  frontier 
to  guard  against  the  incursions  which  these  In- 
dians may  make.  ^  ^ 

Now  take  the  transportation  of  the  mails  and 
public  property  over  these  roads  for  fifty  yean 
time,  and  I  venture  the  assertion  that  it  will  nav 
vou  an  interest  of  thirty  per  cent,  upon  every  dol- 
lar that  you  donate  to  these  companies — perhaps 
an  interest  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  every  dollar. 

Here  let  me  say,  that  all  the  bills  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  have  determined  to  report 
to  this  House  are  bills  of  a  national  character— 
are  bills  which,  if  passed,  will  be  of  infinite  serrice 
to  this  Grovemment  in  time  of  peace,  in  the  trant- 
portation  of  the  mails,  and  in  time  of  war,  in  Um 
transportation  of  troops  and  the  munitions  of  war. 

Well,  sir,  there  is  another  clause  in  this  bOl 
which  was  in  none  of  the  bills  previously  paMcd, 
and  it  is  one  which  should  commend  itselr  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  all  the  members  of  thii 
House.  It  is  this:  the  donation  is  made,  not  to 
the  companies,  but  to  the  State,  upon  condition  that 
the  State  shall  faithfully  appropriate  the  fund  tor 
the  benefit  of  the  particular  companies.  But  the 
question  may  be  started,  how  are  you  to  ^aui 
against  an  abuse  on  the  pairt  of  the  otate  ?  It  maj 
be  said,  what  if  the  State  sells  these  lands  and 
pockets  the  money.  Well,  we  ^uard  against  that 
effectually.  We  provide  in  this  bill  that  wha 
the  road  nas  been  surveyed ,  and  the  certificate  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  shall  order  that  twenty  milei 
of  the  road  may  be  sold,  and  when  that  tveoty 
miles  has  been  sold,  no  other  land  along  the  route 
of  the  road  shall  be  brought  into  market,  or  be 
subject  to  sale  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  a  certificate  from  the  Govemor  of  the  State 
to  which  the  donation  is  nuuie,  that  twentj  nulei 
of  that  identical  roitd  have  been  completed.  So 
that  the  only  fraud — if  the  State  was  disposed  to 
practice  fraud,  and  I  hardly  suppose  toat  any 
State  of  this  Union  would  do  it — ^that  couU  be 
practiced,  could  not  extend  to  a  ^jeater  amoont 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections  of  land. 

This  bill  does  not,  as  some  of  the  bills  formerly 
did,  establish  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  State  and  thia  Gtoverament.  In  the 
bills  passed  some  years  ago,  it  was  provided  that 
if  the  State  sold  the  lands  and  did  not  eonstnict 
the  road,  she  should  refund  to  the  Tresiaryof 
the  United  States  whatever  money  she  had  t^ 
ceived  for  it.  But  in  this  bill  we  guard  against  all 
possibility  of  fraud,  by  not  allowing  the  State  to 
bring  into  market  more  than  twenty  miles  of  land 
until  twenty  miles  of  the  road  are  completed;  thea 
twenty  miles  more  may  be  brought  into  market, 
and  so  on  untS  the  whole  road  is  constructed. 

Now,  with  all  these  advantages,  what  good  ob- 
jection can  exist  to  making  these  donations?  It 
does  not  cost  you  a  farthing.  It  doss  notabitia<< 
any  revenue  from  the  Federal  Treasury.  It  do« 
not  reduce  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  «t  w- 
All  experience  demonstrates  that  when  yon  hare 
constmcted  these  railroads,  the  lands  ^^^ 
which  they  pass  will  sell  more  readily  for  p  ^ 
an  acre  than  theywill  for  |1  25  per  acre  without 
the  railroads.  With  this  view  of  the  case-fhe 
constitutional  difl^culties  being  removed— lo^^ 
to  the  great  advantage  which  you  can  do  to  theie 
States,  and  to  the  mhabitanU  of  these  State*- 
looking  to  the  immense  boon  that  you  can  gjreto 
them  without  impoverishing  yourselves-4  »• 
what  good  reason  can  be  given  for  not  passing  tbe 
bill  and  making  the  donation  ? 

We  ask  that  the  bill  shall  be  put  upon  rtf  p«* 
sage  now,  without  going  to  the  Committee  of  tne 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Those  mem- 
bers who  are  at  all  familiar  with  proceedings  here 
know,  if  I  may  be  aUowed  to  apply  »  quotatioo 
that  is  used  upon  more  solemn  occasions,  tnai 
when  a  bill  is  sent  from  this  House  to  iheCom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Udim. 
unless  it  is  a  universal  favorite  or  an  sp proprw- 
tion  bill,  it  has  gone  fo  •*  that  undiscovered  countrjr 
from  whose  bourn  no  traveler  ^^^^  .'^**^^ 
Every  member  who  has  had  any  txpeneiK*  n«»' 
knows  this  to  be  the  fact.  .  ^. 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  preeeoted  most  oi  wj 
views  of  this  matter  that  I  desired  to  prssmw  '^ 
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an  I  bare  to  say  in  conclusion  is,  that  I  trust  the 
House  will  deal  liberally  and  jreaerously  towards 
oar  fair  daughters  of  the  West,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  shall  never  have  cause  to  be  ashamed 
of  or  to  repudiate  them. 

Mr.  WELCH.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  now  ? 

The  SPEAKE;^.  It  would  not,  as  there  is  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  already  pending. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suppose  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  amend  by  way  of  substitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  thai  it 
would  not. 

Mr.  WELCH.  Then  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  amendment  which  I  send  to  the  desk^  and 
which  I  design  to  offer  at  the  proper  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Sbc  — .  Jtndb«  U/krihtr  enaded,  That  for  th«  purpose 
ofaidiof  ia  the  oomtniction  of  a  railroad  froin  the  said  city 
of  Sc  Louis,  by  way  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  through 
the  county  of  Wasliington,  in  the  State  of  Onio,  id  Three 
Forks,  or  some  other  point  in  the  State  of  Viriinia,  on  the 
Ballimore  and  Ohi(^  Railroad,  there  be  and  is  herebv 
mnted  to  each  of  the  States  through  wliich  tlie  same  shall 
be  located,  to  wit:  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Virfinia,  the  li^t  of  way  for  the  same,  and  also  six 
sections  of  the  public  land*  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  otherwise  appropriated  or  pledged,  for  each  and 
•very  mile  in  length  of  such  road,  which  shall  be  located  in 
each  of  said  States  respectively,  to  be  selected  by  the  Gov- 
eroor  of  each  State,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  iBterior  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Legislatures 
respectively  or  said  Sutes,  as  provided  in  the  fifth  and 
seventh  sections  of  th)s  act,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied 
to  aid  in  the  oonstmction  of  said  road  from  St.  Louis  In 
this  section  mentioned ;  which  road,  as  well  as  the  divi- 
dends accruing  to  said  Stales  on  stock  therein,  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  provisions  aforesaid  respecting  said  roads 
throu^  the  State  of  Missouri. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  passage  of  sundry  bills  by  that 
bodv.] 

Mr.  WELCH.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and 
will  vote  for  it  whether  my  amendment  be  adopted 
or  not. 

Mr.  FOWLER,  (interposing.)  I  ask  the  een- 
tleman  to  give  way  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  allow 
me  to  give  notice  of  an  amAdment,  which  I  pro- 

r>8e  to  offer  as  soon  as  I  can  have  an  opportunity, 
desire  to  five  that  notice  now,  because  I  do  not 
knoV  that  I  shall  have  another  opportunity.  I 
ask  that  it  be  read  for  information. 

The  amendment  was  then  read  for  information 
by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

See.  7.  Jtnd  be  U  Jnrthtr  •naettdt  That  there  shall  be 
granted  to  the  States  named  in  this  section,  for  purposes  of 
education  and  of  internal  iranrovement,  so  much  of  tlM 
public  domain  as  is  specified  for  each :  that  is,  to  the  State 
of  Maine,  five  hundred  and  eighty- three  thousand  and  forty 
acres ;  to  the  State  of  Neyv  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and 
aeventeen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  to  ttie 
State  of  Vermont,  three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  nine 
huBdred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
nine  hondred  and  ninety  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
Ibrty  acres;  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, one  hundred  and 
Ibrty- seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  the 
Slate  of  Connecticut,  three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
three  millions  ninety  seven  thousand  two  hundred  ana 
ei^ty  acres ;  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  four  hundred  and 
eighty-  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  to  the 
State  of  Pennsvlvania,  two  miUioos  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thousan«l  six  hundred  and  eighty  acres ;  to  the  State 
of  I>elaware,  ninety  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres ; 
to  the  State  of  Maryland,  five  hundred  and  forty -mx  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  to  the  State  of  Vlr- 
cioia.  one  million  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  six 
Dundred  and  eightv  acres ;  to  the  State  of  North  CaroHna, 
■even  hundred  and  flf^-three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eigihnr  acres ;  to  tiie  State  of  South  Carolina,  five  hundred 
and  fomteen  tlioosand  two  hundred  and  forty  acres;  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand 
two  handed  and  eighty  acres ;  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
nine  hundred  and  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres; 
and  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
•even  tlioosand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  which 
lands  so  granted  shall  be  located  in  parcels  conformably  to 
sectiooal  divirions  and  sub  divisions  oC  not  less  than  three 
hondred  and  twenty  acres  in  anv  one  location,  if  so  much 
can  be  had,  on  any  publie  land,  except  soeh  to  which  a 
jrigfat  of  pnHUaption  mmy  have  attached,  or  such  as  is  or  may 
be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  Congress  or  proclama- 
tion ofibe  President  of  the  United  States,  which  said  loca- 
tions may  be  made  at  any  time  after  the  lands  shall  have 
been  surveyed  according  to  existing  laws ;  audit  shall  be 
lawftil  for  the  Governors  of  said  States  respectively,  to  ap- 
point oae  or  more  agents  to  locate  the  lands  granted  as 
ttforaaid,  for  the  State  of  which  he  Is  the  Governor.  Such 
agents,  in  makins  their  locations,  shall  be  governed  by  such 
rules  ajid  regulaaonp  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may, 
fVom  time  lo  time,  prescribe ;  and  when  the  lands  for  each 
Stste  have  been  located  and  selected,  pateius  therefor  shall 
be  issu«l  to  the  State  ostitled  to  the  same. 

Sco.  8.  wfnd  UUhtriKer  enaded,  That  the  lands  granted 
CD  the  States  according  to  the  precediiw  section,  snail  be 
«liiposed  t^  by  said  States  respectively,  m  such  manner  as 
ttteir  respective  Legislatures  may  direcu  ProtU^i.,  howttety 
That  no  portion  of  said  lands  shall  be  sold  at  less  than  one 
4<oUar  sod  tweaty-flvs  eeats  per  acre,  until  otberwiss  au- 


thorised by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  and  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  said  lands  shall  be  (kithftilly  applied  to 
objects  of  internal  improvement,  or  to  purposes  of  educa^ 
tion,  or  to  both,  as  the  legislatures  of  the  States  respectively 
owning  the  lands  grantra  may  direct :  Provided,  fwrther. 
That  all  mads,  railways,  bridges,  canals,  and  water-courMs 
which  shall  be  exclusively  built,  constructed,  or  improved 
by  the  fUnds  arising  flpom  the  disposition  of  said  lands,  shall 
be  (Vee  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail  and 
munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  passage  of  tiheir  troops, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  whatever. 

Sbc.  0.  Jindht  Ufuriket  enaetad,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
Ad  for  the  uents  aforesaid,  or  any  one  of  them,  in  select- 
ing lands  and  making  locatioiui  for  his  State,  to  select  and 
locate  any  of  the  utemate  sections  or  any  part  thereof 
which  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  reserved  tn»n 
sale  by  any  act  of  Congress  granting  lands  ia  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  any  raiUoad  or  canal  whatever:  Protidtif 
kowtttTf  That  in  locating  any  such  section  or  part  of  sec- 
tion, the  State  for  whose  oenefit  it  may  be  selected  and  lo- 
cated shall  be  charged  with,  and  the  qtiantity  of  land 
granted  to  such  State  shall  be  diuiinished  by  double  the 
quantity  of  acres  contained  in  the  reserved  section  or  part 
of  section  thus  selected  and  located.  NoUiing  in  the  three 
last  sections  contained  shall  authorize  the  location  of  any 
lands  granted  by  them  or  either  of  them,  within  the  Hmits 
of  the  State  of  California  or  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico, 
Utah,  or  Oregon. 

Mr.  F.  said:  I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
offer  this  amendment,  when  I  will  endeavor  to 
show  thejustice  and  propriety  of  it. 

Mr.  Welch.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  a  short  time;  and  I  will 
promise  to  occupy  only  a  few  moments  in  expla- 
nation of  the  amendment  which  I  have  sent  to  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  if  the  morning  hour 
has  expired? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not  yet  expired. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  would  as 
lief  speak  in  the  morning  hour  to-morrow,  I  ask 
him  to  give  way  in  order  to  allow  me  to  move  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  WELCH.  If  I  can  have  the  opportimity 
to  speak  at  another  time  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  morning  hour  will  ex- 
pire in  a  few  moments.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  the 
gei^tlemen  from  Ohio  will  give  way  for  me  to 
move  to  proceed  to  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.  He  wi|^  then  be  entitled  to  the  floor  when 
the  business  comes  up  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  WELCH.  Iwill  give  way  with  Uiat  un- 
derstanding 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  can  only  be  en- 
tertained by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HALL.    I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  morning  hour  having 
not  yet  expired,  the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  [Mr. 
Wblcb]  gives  way  in  order  for  me  to  make  that 
motion,  and  1  ask  the  Chair  if  the  motion  is  not 
in  order?  I  do  not  propose  to  make  it  under  the 
rule.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  under  the  rule  it 
is  always  in  order  to  fo  into  Committae  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER,  It  would  be  competent  for 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wblch]  to  make 
that  motion;  and  the  Chair  thinks  it  would  be  in 
order  for  him  to  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  to  make  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  yields 
the  floor  for  that  purpose,  I  ask  whether  he  does 
not  yield  the  floor  altogether  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks,  under  the 
rule,  he  does  lose  it  altogether. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
motion,  I  will  not  take  the  floor  from  the  gentle- 
man. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  cannot  yiekl  the  floor  for  that 
purpose,  unless  he  yields  it  altogether. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  the  practice  of  the 
House  is  the  other  way,  but  as  the  morning  hour 
has  so  nearly  expired,  I  will  not  consume  time  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  WELCH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  consume  the  time  or  the  House  for  more 
than  a  few  minutes  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
the  amendment  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair, 
because  I  suppose,  from  the  reading  of  it  at  the 
Clerk's  desk,  the  House  have  become  possessed 
of  the  facts. 

The  bill  before  the  House  proposes  a  grant  of 
lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  two  niilroads 
in  the  State  of  Missouii.    The  amancUnant  which 


I  have  proposed  provides  for  taking  up  the  one  of 
these  roads  which  commences  at  St.  Louis  and 
runs  to  some  indefinite  terminus  upon  the  western 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  con- 
tinue it  through  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  a 
part  of  Ohio,  to  Cincinnati,  and  thence  to  the  Ohio 
river,  at  a  point  somewhere  on  the  line  of  Wash- 
ington county,  at  or  near  the  town  of  Marietta; 
from  thence  to  the  Three  Forks,  or  some  other 
point  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Reul- 
road,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  thus  connecting  the 
two  roads,  so  that  there  shall  be  a  continuous  line 
of  railroads  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the  ex- 
treme western  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  That 
is  the  character  of  the  amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose, or  at  least  that  is  the  road  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  which  this  amendment  is  intended. 
It  is  to  carr^  out  the  principles  of  the  bill,  as  ap- 
plied to  .Missouri  railroads,  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  t^  this  proposed  road,  through  Illinois, 
Inaiana,  Ohio,  and  a  part  of  Virginia.  That  is, 
it  proposes  that  there  shall  be  granted  to  each  of 
these  States,  in  the  first  place,  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  domain  through  which  the 
proposed  roaa  is  to  be  located;  and  in  the  ne^t 

Clace,  it  proposes  not  to  eive  alternate  sections, 
ecaus'e  tnere  is  but  a  small  quantity  of  the  publie 
lands  throtigh  which  it  passes,  nearly  all  having 
been  sold.  It  proposes,  therefore,  that  there  shall 
be  granted  to  each  of  the  States  through  which  it 
passes,  respectively,  as  much  of  the  public  lands 
for  every  mile^  of  the  road  within  her  limits  as 
shall  be  e<^ual  in  amount  to  the  alternate  sections 
which  it  IS  proposed  to  grant  to  the  Missouri 
roads  by  the  oiu  now  under  consideration;  that  is, 
six  square  miles  or  sections  to  every  mile  in  length 
of  the  road. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to 
inquire  of  the  Speaker  whether  the  morning  hour 
has  yet  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  expired. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  feel  called  on  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  in  relation  to  other  measures  before  the 
House,  to  move  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Kossuth's  letter  of  thanks. 

T^e  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  on  the  motion  to  print  the  communication  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  Louis  Kossuth  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  Congress  of  the  Unit^  States,  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evams] 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  WiU  it  be  in  order  forme  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the 
special  order? 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  the  floor 
upon  this  question.  I  am  willing  that  the  motion 
shall  be  maide. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Then  I  submit  that  motion. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  agreed 
to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  special  order  before 
the  committee  is  joint  resolution  No.  1,  explana- 
tory of  the  act  approved  September  ^,  1850, 
ffrantinff  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  sol- 
l^diers  wno  have  been  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

When  the  committee  rose,  the  question  pending 
was  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bell,]  to  add  two  additional 
sections  to  the  bill — to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
second  section — upon  which  question  tellers  had 
been  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  reported,  as  follows: 

1.  Thsttlie  provisions  oT  the  act  entitled  <<An  set  grant- 
ing boonty  land  to  certain  officer*  and  inldiers  who  have 
bMn  ennged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States," 
pamed  September  28, 1850,  be  and  are  hereby  intended  to 
and  for  the  service  of  any  non  commissioned  officer,  masi- 
dan,  or  private,  wlio  engaged  to  serve  for  a  definite  or  in- 
definite period  of  tiinl%  and  actually  did  serve  some  time, 
tliongh  less  than  thirty  dajrs  In  any  of  naid  wars  enumerated 
in  the  first  section  of  said  act,  so  as  to  allow  to  such  person 
or  persons  entitled  thereto  forty  acres. 

i.  That  in  cases  wliere  there  is  no  vridow  or  minor  child 
or  children  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  then 
ttie  hein  at  law  and  next  of  kin  shall  be  entitied  to  receive 
the  same  qoaatlty  of  land  that  tiieb  deoeawd  eoouDlMioaed 
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officer.  masiclMif  or  private,  would  have  received  had  lie 
been  liviQg  at  the  passage  of  said  act. 

3.  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  tach  noB-commis- 
•iooed  officer,  uuiticiani  or  private,  who  shall  have  made 
application  for  bounty  land  under  the  proviiions  of  said  act. 
during  the  pendency  of  such  application,  any  warrant  issued 
in  the  name  of  any  such  deceased  applicant,  such  warrant 
so  issued  shall  not  become  void,  but  shall  inore  to  and  for 
the  benefit  of  thoee  entitled  thereto,  the  same  as  if  such 
officer  or  soldier  had  been  deceased  at  the  passage  of  said 
act. 

Messrs.  Chandlbr  and  Breck£kridge  i^ere 
appointed  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Bell,  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes 
55,  noes  66. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    May  I  in- 
quire at  what  point  of  the  bill  we  now  are? 
.     The  CHAIRMAN.    The  third  secuon  of  Uie 
bill  will  be  read,  and  then  that  section  will  be  open 
to  amendment. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  wish  to  offer  the  amend- 1 
ment  I  hold  in  my  hand,  so  that  it  may  come  in  as  i 
an  additional  secuon  at  the  end  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Do  1  understand 
that  the  first  and  second  sections  have  been  stricken 
out? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  section  was  first 
stricken  out;  and  then  the  second  section  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  second  section  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  select  committee  was  inserted  in  its 
stead. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  So  I  understand,  and  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Bell]  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  was  not  agreed  to,  as  an 
.  additional  section. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  It  is  at  this  point,  then, 
that  I  desire  to  offer  the  amendment  which  I  send 
to  tlie  table. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

If  any  officer  or  soldier  who  would,  if  living,  have  been 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  Sep- 
tembef  SS,  1850,  shall  have  died  leaving  no  widow  surviving 
him,  the  child  or  children  of  such  officer  or  soldier  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  said  act ;  and  if  there  are  no  chil- 
dren living,  then  the  (kther  or  mother  of  such  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  be  entitled,  or  in  doftiult  of  Huher  or  mother,  the 
right  shall  descend  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  such  officer 
or  soldier  in  a^  full  n  manner  as  though  said  soldier  or  of- 
ficer had  himself  received  the  bounty,  any  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  It  is  proper  that  I  should 
state  frankly  to  tlie  committee  my  object  in  offer- 
ing this  amendment.  It  is  to  extend  the  sphere  of 
operation  of  the  principle  of  the  act  of  September 
98,  1850.  That  act  is  imperfect,  because  its 
friends  in  the  Thirty-first  Congrara  were  com- 
pelled to  take  what  they  could  obtain.  They  did 
not  obtain  much  that  tney  would  have  desired.  I 
bring  forward  this  proposition  to  test  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  country  as  to  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  provisions  of  that  act  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  heirs  of  t(ie  deceased  soldier.  It  has  been 
decided  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that  if 
9,  party  has  applied  to  the  Pension  Bureau  for  his 
bounty  land — nas  filed  his  papers  and  satisfactory 
evidence  to  sustain  the  application — and  then  dies 
prior  to  the  issue  of  the  warrant,  a  new  applica- 
tion must  be  made  on  the  part  of  his  widow,  as 
the  original  beneficiary  under  that  law,  for  that  by 
death  his  right  has  lapud.  If  he  has  left  children, 
some  of  whom  are  minors  and  some  adults,  the 
minors  otUti  will  take,  and  a  new  application  must 
be  made  m  their  name  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
adults.  I  regard  this  us  utterly  indefensible  in  point 
of  policy,  or  evtn  justice.  If  the  soldier  has  led  %o 
widow  or  minor  children,  there  is  no  one  who, 
under  this  construction,  can  take,  even  though  the 
soldier  was  living  when  the  act  of  1850  passed, 
and  under  its  provisions  prepared,  presented,  and 
proTed  his  claun  prior  to  nis  death. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  never  been  able  to  com- 
prehend the  soundness  of  that  philosophy  which 
confines  the  right  to  take,  by  descent,  to  the  minor 
children  of  the  soldier.  The  falsity  of  the  princi- 
ple may  be  easily  illustrated .  by  a  case.  I  will 
suppose  two  men  from  the  same  vicinity  to  have 
volunteered  in  1812.  They  march  to  the  seat  of 
war  in  the  same  company.^  One  is  married,  the 
other  single.  The  married%an  leaves  a  wife  and 
children  behind,  and  in  actual  battle  he  perishes  in 
the  service.  His  wife  dies,  and  his  orphans  are 
early  turned  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  world, 
to  drift  through  life.  Wanting  education,  their  lot 
has  been  lowly,  and  they  hav«  eaten  the  bread  of 
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poverty  all  their  days.  Now,  the  single  man 
shall  be  supposed  to  have  survived  Llie  war.  He 
returned  to  his  home;  and,  followed  by  the  plau- 
dits of  his  neighbbrs,  he  entered  upon  the  success- 
ful pursuit  of  business,  acquired  wealth,  married 
in  the  maturity  of  life,  and  then  died,  leaving 
tmnor  children,  upon  whom  is  cast  a  laige  and  val- 
uable patrimony.  A  grateful  country  determines 
to  testify  its  sense  of  uie  patriotism  of  these  sol- 
diers by  passing  the  bounty  land  law,  and  the  act 
of  1850  says  to  the  children  of  the  one,  **  It  is  true 
you  are  poor;  it  is  true  your  father  died  in  the 
glorious  conflict  with  our  foe;  it  is  true  that  we 
now  behold  you  in  want;  but  you  are  over  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  and  we  can  do  nothing  for 
you.  Turn  now  to  r^ard  that  youth  who  pos- 
sesses fortune  and  station,  and  revels  in  luxury. 
On  him  we  shall  bestow  our  benefaction,  and  our 
only  reason  is  that  he  is  not  twenty-oneyears  of  age.  ** 
Is  there  any  sound  philosophy  in  the  reason?  Is 
the  policy  sound  that  is  based  upon  such  an  un- 
sound reason.'  The  law  of  this  country  should 
be  equal  in  its  application  to  whatever  class  it 
touches. 

This,  I  know,  is  considered  a  gratuity j  but  if 
we  mean  to  extend  a  gratuity  as  the  meed  of  hon- 
orable and  patriotic  service,  let  it  extend  to  all 
who  performed  the  service.  If  you  would  0ve 
me  land  because  I  fought  yofir  battles,  give  it  to 
my  comrade  also,  who  gloriously  perishra  in  the 
fight.  If  he  left  children  to  inherit  his  fame,  why 
-make  a  distinction  between  them  which  he  never 
would  have  made,  and  which  the  whole  scope  and 
tendency  of  our  institutions  have  repudiated  ?  The 
distinction  has  never  been  satisfactory  to  my  mind. 
I  imagine  it  was  Accidental;  and  I  think  any  other 
supposition  would  detract  from  the  title  of  Con- 
gress to  intelligence.  My  amendment  rectifies  this 
defect,  by  casting  the  descent  upon  the  children 
alike,  whether  they  are  minors  or  adults. 

But  it  goes  ftirther.  There  were  veir  many  men 
who  served  in  the  war,  and  have  diea,  who  never 
were  married,  and  who  left  no  children  surviving. 
These  men  may  have  left  a  widowed  mother,  or 
a  decrepit  father,  or  brothers  and  sisters.  Shall 
the  single  men  who  perished  in  battle,  or  who 
served  m  your  wars,  receive  no  testimonial  of  the 
country's  gratitude?  Sir,  it  is  not  for^the  value  of 
the  land  tlmt  these  grants  ace  prized  so  dearly  by 
the  people.  Your  forty  acres  are  scarcely  wortn 
thirty  oollars.  They  are  prized  because  the  bene- 
faction marks  your  sense  of  the  patriotic  service 
of  the  deceased.  And ,  surely ,  the  widowed  moth- 
er whose  gallant  son  has  fallen  for  his  country, 
will  wonder  that  his  services  sleep  in  oblivion 
when  you  are  bestowing  largesses  tor  patriotism 
upon  his  more  fortunate  comrades  and  their  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Cl^rman,  this  amendment  does  not  in- 
clude heirs  generally,  because  I  suppose  it  will  be 
necessary,  as  a  matter  of  convenience  in  applying 
the  act,  to  stop  before  we  branch  into  distant  col- 
laterals. I  have  drawn  the  amendment  so  as  to 
embrace  '*  brothers  and  sisters"  of  the  soldier, 
because  existing  laws  have  extended  the  line  of 
descent  that  fhr  in  the  case  of  volunteers  and  reg- 
ulars who  served  in  the  Mexican  war.  That  is 
the  precedent  I  have  followed,  and  I  have  stopped 
where  existing  laws  stop.  I  think  the  soldiers  of 
1812,  and  of  the  wars  to  which  this  act  refers, 
should  be  placed  on  a  footing  as  neariy  equal  as 
practicable  to  the  soldier  of  IcUer  days. 

I  do  not  pro]x»se  to  detain  the  committee  by  any 
remarics  impertinent  to  the  amendment  I  have  pro- 
posed. I  trust  that  the  vote  upon  it  wUl  be  a  test 
vote — that  we  shall  understand  by  it  whether  this 
committee  will  extend  this  bounty  land  law  at  all, 
and  that  while  we  provide  for  those  who  were  de- 
ceased at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act^  we  at 
the  same  time  will  indicate  by  our  vote  the  proper 
limitation  upon  the  extension  of  that  act. 

THere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  Orom  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 
certainly,  at  first  blush,  appears  rather  reasonable 
than  otherwise.  But  in  practice  it  will  be  found 
wholly  impracticable  to  mete  out  the  benefits  of 
that  law  to  the  heirs-at*law  of  the  persons  who 
are  intended  to  be  the  beneficiaries  of  it.*  Sir, 
what  is  the  policy  of  our  pension  laws  where  a 
soldier  is  killed  in  actual  battle  ?  There  the  pen- 
sion of  half  pay  for  five  years  is  limited  to  such 
of  his  children  as  shall  be  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  to  his  widow,  if  he 


leaves  one.  It  does  not  include  all  the  minon. 
The  law  of  1850  extends  its  benefits  first  to  the 
widow  and  then  to  the  minor  children.  Suppose 
you  give  it  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  de- 
ceased soldiers,  who,  if  hving,  would  be  entitled 
to  its  benefits.  Perhaps  tfiere  are  ten  of  these 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  two  or  three  of  them 
have  died  leaving  some  five  or  six  or  more  children 
each.  They  must  prove,  in  8rder  to  get  a  forty- 
acre  land  warrant,  all  the  heirs  entitled  under  tie 
law — all  the  brothers  and  sisters,  and  all  the  chil- 
dren of  such  as  are  dead.  I  think  this  would  be 
impracticable,  living,  as  many  of  them  would  be, 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  u)d  even  when 
they  should  nave  established  Uieir  reUoionship  and 
their  title  to  a  warrant  for  forty,  eighty,  or  ereQ 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  it. would  not 
be  worth  the  (rouble  and  expense  incurred  in  get- 
ting  it. 

Mr.  MARSHAIX,  (interrupting.)  Does  not 
the  gentleman  perceive  that  my  amendment  does 
not  propose  to  descend  beyoQd  brothers  and  m- 
ten  ?  As  a  matter  of  course,  if  any  of  diem  hire 
died,  learing  children,  those  children  being  in  a 
collateral  line,  further  removed,  would  be  cut  of. 
We  must  stop  somewhere. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  the  gentleman's  ameiMl- 
ment  is  unjust,  and  should  be  rejected  on  that 
ground.  According  to  that  amend ment,jone  broth- 
er who  happens  to  live  will  be  entitled  u>  the  bes- 
efits,  while  another  who  dies,  leaving  a  nvmher  of 
minor  children  unable  to  support  thcoiselni, 
will  not  have  any  of  the  benefits  of  this  law  which 
you  intend  for  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  mI- 
diers  who  have  died  before  they  made  application 
for  their  warrants.  Sir,  I  cannq^  see  the  ceccaiity 
or  propriety  of  extending  this  law.  Perhaps  the 
brothers  of  these  men  who  4ied  were  in  the  ser- 
vice and  received  the  benefits  of  the  law  on 
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own  account. 

So  far  as  tiie  heirs  are  concerned,  I  think  the 
law  of  1850  extends  sufficiently  far,  and  I  booe 
the  House  will  vote  down  the  amendment.  1  voold 
further  say,  that  I#iink  it  would  be  sound  poiicy 
in  us  to  rise  and  report  this  bill,  and  let  It  lay  uoon 
the  table  until  the  Senate  shall  have  dijq>Med  of 
the  Hoi^se  amendment,  or  ask  a  commiuee  of 
conference,  when  the  whole  subject  will  be  disposed 
of  in  that  manner,  and,  perhe^,  satisfactorily  to  & 
majority  of  each  House. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Is  it  in  order  to  propose  as 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentlesu 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  MAatHAU..'] 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  will  be  m  order. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  propose,  then,  as  an  amenl' 
ment  to  add  aAer  the  word  *'died*'  in  the  thin!  Ikie, 
the  words  <*  after  the  passage  of  the  said  act."  1 
understand  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  froo 
Kentucky  [Mr.  MarsuallI  goes  to  the  exteot  of 
embracing  the  heirs  generally  of  alt  soldien  in  (h( 
"war  of  1812,  and  in  every  war  we  have  hSA  since 
the  Revolution,  up  to  the  present  time.  Theprob- 
abllity,  then,  is  that  for  every  man  enlisted  aiino? 
these  wars,  there  will  be  a  warrant  for  foity,  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  be  uu 
out  of  the  public  domain.  The  bill  of  1850  limitt 
these  warrants  to  certain  classes  of  soldiers;  in  the 
first  place  to  those  who  may  be  living;  in  theaecond 
place  to  those  who  have  died  leaving  widows  ooly. 
or  infcmt  children.  In  that  way,  probably  no  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  soldier* 
who  enlisted  in  these  wars  will  receive  these  boontj 
lands.  Now  if  this  House  is  willing  to  grant,  in 
addition  to  the  ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  acres  of 
public  land  already  granted  to  the  soldiers,  sow 
thirty  or  forty  millions  more,  then  I  will  adopi^f 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Marshall.] 

But  I  thought  there  was  an  aroendmait  n«j[- 
sary  to  the  original  bill  which  was  passed  m  IS"^ 
so  as  to  secure  to  the  heirs  generally  of  "*J**  J^* 
diers  who  were  living  at  the  passage  of  that  a^ 
these  bounty  lands,  in  case  they  shall  hare  fajW 
to  secure  their  warrants  before  their  death,  ijj^ 
act  of  1850  gave  to  those  soldiers  who  were  Uat 


vious  to  the  issumg  of  tneir  warranw,  *  ^, 
it  right  that  those  lands  should  have  dewjew/J 
to  their  heirs  generaUy,  in  case  they  te^J^J 
a  widow  nor  an  infiiit  child.  I  undertttn^ 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  »«  P^"  ^ 
most  extraordinary  construction  to  ™  *f7.„ 
the  sffect  that  if  a  soldi«  makes  his  appIi-B^"' 
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and  diet  before  his  warrant  may  iasue-— thoueh 
his  death  may  have  preceded  the  issutnj!^  of  tii^ 
warrant  only  twenty-four  hours — the  warrant 
cannot  descend  to  his  heirs;  a  decision  inrolv> 
ing  the  difficulty  hereafler  of  establishing:  the  fact 
— whenever  a  soldier  shall  die,  and  there  shall 
be  found  among  his  papers  afterwards  a  warrant 
issued  from  the  Pension  O0ice — that  the  death 
took  place  subseouent  to  the  issuing  of  the  war- 
rant. For,  according  to  the  construction  placed 
upon  the  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the 
warrant  may  have  issued  from  his  office  the  day 
after  the  soldier  died,  when,  of  course,  he  knew 
nothing  about  his  death.  This  construction  in- 
volves great  difficulty  practically,  which  ought  to 
be  got  rid  of  by  an  act  declaratory  of  the  act  of 
1850.  The  best  mode  of  getting  rid  of  it,  is  to 
adopt  the  amendment  whicn  1  have  proposed,  by 
which  all  those  warrants  issued  to  soldiers  who 
have  died  since  the  passage  of  1850,  shall  be  re- 
garde4  as  vested  estate  in  the  soldier,  and  to  de- 
scend as  any  other  property  to  which  he  may  be 
entitled. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    In  my  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia  [Mr.  Mbade]  would  obstruct  rather  than, 
racilitat*  the  execution  of  the  law,  should   my 
amendment  be  accepted  by  the  conynittee.    If  you 
limit  the  class  to  be  provided  for  by  the  amend- 
ment to  those  who  have  died  **  since  the  passage 
of  the  act, '^  you  at  once  introduce  several  discrep- 
anciefl  into  the  statute  which  will  give  occasion  fbr 
future  legislation,  besides  working  immediate  in- 
jury.    For  instance:  if  you  sa^  that  the  act  shall 
m  the  first  place  be  confined  to  those  who  were 
living  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  1850*-then  I  remark, 
of  those  it  will  apply  only  to  such  as  have  made 
out  their  claim  under  the  act.    Now,  take  a  case 
for  illustration.    Take  two  soldiers,  of  whom  one 
died  Hie  day  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1850; 
the  other  the  day  after.    They  were  equally  meri- 
^rious.  -  Would  you  cut  off  the  children  of  the 
one  "bnd  grant  to  the  children  of  the  other?    There 
is  no  propriety  in  this.    I  was  entirely  frank  in 
my   remarks  when  presenting  my  amendment  to 
your  consideration.    If  the  gentleman  feels  dis- 
posed to  stop  this  right  in  the  ascending  and  de- 
scending line  from  the  soldier,  he  may  confine  it 
to  the  children,  or  he  may  confine  it  to  the  mother 
and  the  father,  excluding  the  collaterals  entirely. 
With  the  approbation  of  the  House  they  may 
ttrike  oflT  brotners  and  sisters,  though  1  shall  vote 
against  such  a  motion.    They  may  strike  off  the 
father  and  mother,  but  against  that  I  shall  also 
Tote.     I  am  not  in  favor  of  extending  it  to  the  heirs 
at  law  generally.    I  want  the  bill  to  pass,  and  I 
do  not  want  it  smothered  by  amendments  which 
vill  tend  to  kill  it. 

M  r.  JON  ES,  of  Tennessee.  I  first  want  to  ask 
if  the  law  of  descent  in  Kentucky  is,  if  a  man  die 
leaving  no  children,  but  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
tome  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  also  die  leaving 
children,  whether  the  children  of  the  deceased 
brothers  or  sisters  do  not  come  in  as  heirs? 

Mr.  MARHSALL.  That  depends  on  circum- 
•tances. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Meade,  and  it  was  rejected — there  being  upon 
a  division  23  ayes — noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  I  propose  to  o6er 
the  following  proviso  to  the  amendment: 

Fr0tiitdt  If  any  pennn  entitled  to  boanty  land  under  the 
^ct  of  Beptember  3a,  1850,  shiUi  have  died  after  hiA  appli- 
cation and  completion  of  proof,  thecertiflcateof  laud  Which 
atoay  issue  on  such  application  phall  descend  to  bit  heirt 
^od  lefal  repreMniativet  fenerally. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  The  object  of  my 
Amendment  is  of  a  more  limited  nature  than  some 
"^^f  those  which  have  been  offered  for  the  purpose 
^^f  testing  the  sense  of  the  House.  I  desire,  if  I 
^^:an  have  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  to  attract 
^^hcir  notice  to  a'  given  state  of  facts.  Here  is  a 
^^oung  man,  for  instance,  who  was  entitled  to 
^Ibounty  land — who  has  made  his  application,  made 
lis  proof,  and  who  has  been  to  the  expense  of 
>rocuring  his  papers  and  filing  them  in  the  Depart- 
lenty  but  dVing  to  the  delay  incident  to  t)ie  great 
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number  of  applications  has  not  yet  received  his 
warranL  In  the  meantime  he  has  died.  The 
Department  haH  no  knowledge  officially  of  that 
death  and  in  due  time  they  take  up  the  application, 
consider  it,  andissue  his  warrant.  ]  n  such  a  case 
the  warrant  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  agent. 
What  shall  be  iu  efl'ect?  He  has  by  that  act  es- 
tablished an  inchoate  title.  If  he  has  survived  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  have  obtained  his  certi- 
ficate, located  his  land,  and  received  hispateat  for 
it,  then  his  right  is  perfect,  and  it  will  descend  to 
his  heirs.  The  question  1  wish  to  submit  is,  that 
afUr  a  man  has  gone  to  the  extent  of  making  his 
proof  and  having  his  certificate  issued,  and  in 
the  meantime  dies,  whether  in  that  limited  class 
of  cases  this  House  will  not  think  that  his  heirs 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it.  This  is  much 
more  limited  than  the  rule  that  would  allow  them 
to  come  in  after  his  deaths  and  before  any  prelimi- 
nary steps  had  been  taken.  I  will  state  why  Any 
attention  has  been  particularly  called  to  this  state 
of  facts.  A  number  of  applications  have  passed 
through  my  hands  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, as  I  presume  there  has  through  the  hands  of 
every  member  upon  this  floor.  I  find  in  my  hands 
applications  from  persons  that  were  personally 
kAown  to  myself,  who  have  died,  and  their  heirs 
are  now  living.  Now,  where  there  is  an  inchoate 
right  of  title  by  the  act  itself,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
just  and  fair  that  his  heirs,  his  minor  children  if 
he  has  any,  if  not — the  young  men— collaterals 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  warrant.  I  hope 
my  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama.  In  the  event  of 
the  estate  being  insolvent,  to  whom  would  the  ben- 
efits of  the  bounty  accrue — to  the  heirs,  or  the 
creditors  of  the  soldier? 

Mr.  FULLER.  By  ray  amendment  it  would 
be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  descent  of  the  State 
where  the  applicant  resided. 

Mr.  WHITE.  There  would  be  an  incompati- 
bility in  the  amendment.  Now  the  heirs  of  an  in- 
diviaual  and  his  legal  representatives  are  entirely 
different  questions;  but  the  laws  of  descent- 
Mr.  FULLER.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  one  word.  Suppose  in  such  a  case  there  were 
a  number  of  heirs---4>rothers  and  sisters — among 
whom  to  divide  the  land.  It  might  be  difficult  to  sell 
the  warrant  and  divide  the  money.  That  would 
have  to  be  done  through  the  legal  representatives. 

Mr.  WHITE.  There  would  be  no  difliculty 
whatever  in  the  event  the  amendment  only  extended 
to  the  heirs-at-law;  but  I  understand  toe  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  to  be,  that  it  shall  descend 
to  the  heirs  at  law  and  to  the  l^gal  representatives. 
According  to  the  law  of  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  and  indeed  of  every 
other  State,  the  claim  of  the  creditor  always  has 
precedence  of  the  claim  of  the  heir.  Then,  under 
the  amendment  the  gentleman  proposes^  the  credi- 
tor, through  the  representative,  would  take  the  en- 
tire benefit  of  the  law. 

Mr.  FULLER.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  one  moment,  I  will  modify  my  proposition  by 
striking  outthe  words  *'  and  legal  heirs  generally,'' 
so  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  heirs. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Then  it  wiU  be  a  benefit  to  the 
heirs. 

While  I  am  upon  the  floor,  I  will  make  one  or 
two  remarks  in  reference  to  the  amendment  as 

Proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
f  ARfHALL.]  Now,  sir,  to  my  mind  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  a  de- 
cided preference  to  any  other  amendment  which 
has  been  proposed  to  this  part  of  the  bill.  And 
why?  What  is  the  object  of  the  law  giving 
bounty  land  to  the  soldier?  It  is  to  reward  him. 
For  what  ?  Why,  for  aervioes  done  to  his  coun- 
try. He  has  merited  the  gratitude  and  bounty 
or  the  Government  whenever  he  has  performed 
service,  and  I  contend  that  he  should  never  be 
excluded  from  the  benefit  of  a  law  passed  through 
the  manifest  gratitude  of  the  country  to  him, 
unless  it  be  by  some  fault  of  his  own.  Now, 
unless  weican  say  the  fact  of  a  man's  having  died 
is  to  be  attributed  to  him  as  a  fault — unless  we 
ean^say  that  that  which  is  a  misfortune  shall  be 


visited  upon  him  as  an  iniquity — it  seems  to  me 
that  the  iiuelligence  of  this  House  would  grant  to 
him,  as  nearly  as-may  be  done  after  his  death,  the 
benefit  of  this  law.  How  is  it  to  be  done?  It  is 
to  be  done  in  tlie  mode  indicated  by  nature,  and 
which  has  been  followed  out  by  our  law — that  is, 
to  give  the  benefits  of  the  law  to  those  to  whom 
he  would  have  probably  given  it — to  those  de- 
scended from  him — in  the  event  that  his  right  had 
become  perfect  by  making  his  application  under 
the  act  of  1850.  Well,  it  we  are  not  to  exclude 
the  soldier  on  account  of  bis  having  died,  why 
the  warrant  must  descend  to  some  one.  Shall  it 
descend  generally,  or-shall  it  descend  to  a  partic- 
ular class  of  persons?  I  say  that  it  should 
descend,  in  accordance  with  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to  certain  classes, 
and  this  meets  the  objection  which  was  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  it  struck  me 
that  he  would  see  it  in  his  own  argument.  This 
is  not  a  descent  to  the  heirs  generdlly,  but  it  is  a 
descent  in  the  first  instance  to  the  children  gener- 
ally of  the  soldier.  In  the  next  instance,  it  is  to 
descend  to  the  father  or  to  the  mother.  In  the 
next,  to  the  brothera  and  sisters.  Now,  there  can 
be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  carrying  out  this  law, 
and  the  impracticabihty  of  tne  thing,  which 
struck  the  gentleman  as  an  insuperable  difficulty » 
is  nothing  but  an  imnracticability  which  apper- 
tains in  all  cases  of  aescent.  It  belongs  to  our 
laws. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  Mr.  Fvllbr's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Maeshall. 
'  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.    I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  the  land  would  pass  to  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  a  half*breed  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chairwould  remind 
gentlemen  that  debate  is  out  of  order? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Can  I  move  an  amendment 
now? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  ia  too  late  to  amend  af- 
ter the  House  has  divided. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered. 

The  question  was  then*  taken  upon  Mr.  Mar- 
shall's amendment,  (Messrs.  Molokt  andFow- 
LBR  acting  as  tellers,)  Aid  resulted — ayes  91, 
noes  34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  propose  to  add  as  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  one  which  has  now  been 
adopted,  the  fiflh  section  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  It  is  so  long  since  we  have 
considered  this  bill  in  committee  Uiat  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  be  in  the  same  situation  with  myself, 
and  do  not  know  which  section  of  the  bill  is  under 
consideration,  or  i^hat sections  have  been  adopted. 
Will  tlie  Chair  be  kind  enough  to  state  the  ques- 
tion? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  joint  resolution  of 
the  House  is  under  consideration.  At  the  former 
sitting,  the  first  section  had  been  stricken  out; 
then  the  second  section  and  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  reported  by  the  select  committee  was  sub- 
stituted. They  have  now  inserted,  as  an  addi- 
tional amendment,  the  section  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall.] 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunham]  now 
proposes  to  amend  by  adding  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion^ the  fiAh  section  of  the  bill  proposed  by  the 
select  committee,  which  will  be  read  by  tlie  Clerk, 
as  follows: 

Sbo.  S.  JInd  he  U  further  enacted^  7*hal  where  any  com- 
pany, banalkm,  or  reffment,hi  an  organized  lonDf-marched 
more  Uiau  twenty  miles  to  the  place  where  they  were  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  or  were  dis- 
charged more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  place  where  such 
company,  battalion,  or  regiment  was  organised,  in  all  such 
ca«es,  io  enniputingthe  length  of  service  of  the  officers  and 
soldier!!  of  any  such  company,  battalion,  or  n»gimcnt,  with 
n  view  to  determine  the  quantity  of  land  any  officer  or  sol- 
dier is  entitled  to  under  said  act,  approved  twenty-eighth  of 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  there  sliall  be  al- 
lowed one  day  fur  eyery  twenty  miles  from  the  place 
whero  the  company,  battitfion,  or  regiment  was  organized, 
to  the  place  whore  the  same  was  mu'^tered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States ;  and  also  one  day  for  every  twenty 
mdm  (Vom  th^  ^^^^  ^b*^  '"ch  comiMwy,  battalion,  or 
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refiment  was  difcbarged,  lo  Um  pitea  where  it  was  organ- 
Ised,  and  ftt>m  whence  it  marebed  to  enter  the  tervlce. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  It  will  be  seen  the  object  of 
the  section  is  to  obviate  the  difficulty  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fullbr.1  The 
officers  have  construed  the  bounty  land  law  to 
mean,  that  in  case  of  the  death  of  tne  soldier  after 
havmg  made  his  application  and  before  the  war- 
rant has  been  issued,  the  warrant  shall  not  issue 
upon  such  application.  If  the  application  has 
been  made  by  the  soldier,  then  the  widow,  if  there 
is  one,  must  cone  in  and  make  a  new  application; 
or,  if  the  widow  has  made  the  application,  the 
warrant  cannot  issue  upon  that  application,  but  a 
new  application  must  be  made  in  order  to  get  a 
warrant  for  the  children.  The  object  of  this  sec- 
tion is  to  remedy  that  difficulty,  and  authorize  the 
Department  to  issue  the  warrants  to  the  parties 
entitled  upon  the  application  which  may  have  been 
filed  by  the  original  party,  upon  proof,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  of  ^e  heirship.  They  have  also 
construe  that  law  to  mean,  in  a  case  where  the 
warrant  has  actually  issued  and  has  not  been  lo- 
cated, and  the  patent  has  not  been  issued,  if  the 
warrantee  is  dead,  the  title  does  not  pass  to  his 
representatives.  This  section  also  provides,  in- 
stead of  such  a  construction  as  this,  that  they  shall 
issue  a  patent  to  the  party  entitled  if  the  soldier 
made  the  application,  and  instead  of  the  warrant 
beins;  returned  and  a  new  application  bein?  made 
out  tor  the  widow,  the  widow  herself  shall  come 
on  and  make  the  location,  or  the  children  may  go 
on  and  perfect  the  title  by  taking  out  the  patent 
upon  the  warrant  already  issued.  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  but  what  this  section  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed, and  I  think  it  comes  in  very  appropriately 
after  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Marshall,]  and  which  has  been 
adopted,  ^f  the  House  are  disposed  to  carry  out 
the  principle  laid  down  in  adopting  the  proposition 
of  tne  gentleman  fh>m  Kentucky,  they  must  adopt 
the  amendment  I  propose,  for  this  follows  thf 
original  bill  giving  the  warrant  to  the  widow,  aiifl 
in  case  of  the  dei^  of  the  widow,  to  the  minor 
children,  but  it  goes  no  fbrther.  In  order  to  make 
the  bill  consistent,  it  is  necessary  that  the  same 
amendment  Mfhich  the  gentleman  offers  should  be 
made  to  this  section,  and  which  I  shall  leave  him 
to  offer. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  see  the 
inconsistency,  and  I  will  move  to  amend  it(t 
an^endment,  so  as  to  make  it  consistent.  *i  pro- 
pose, then,  to  amend  tb^  amendment  by  strikinfi; 
out  in  the  seventh  and  tenth  lines  the  words  **  mi- 
nor heirs'*  and  inserting  **  his  children,  or  in  case 
there  are  no  children,  then  to  his  father  or  mother, 
or  in  default  of  these,  to  his  brothers  and  sisters.  *' 
I  offer  it  in  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  the 
^ntleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  that  it 
IS  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  section  he  pro- 
poses consistent  with  the  section  which  the  com- 
mittee has  just  adopted. 

Mr.  JOIhCS,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  40th  rule  of  the  House,  and  let  gentle- 
men determine  how  many  are  interested  in  this 
bill  by  their  fathers  or  brothers. 

The  rule  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

*'  No  member  nhnll  vote  on  any  question  In  die  event  of 
which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested,  or  in 
any  case  where  he  was  not  within  ihe  bar  of  the  House 
when  the  question  was  put.  And  when  any  member  shall 
ask  leave  to  vote,  the  Speaker  shaH  propound  to  him  the 
question,  *  Wtn  yon  within  the  bar  when  your  name  was 
called."" 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  I  am  directly  interested, 
and  I  do  not  like  to  vote  in  violation  of  the  rules 
of  the  House.  I  have  already  given  my  vote 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Marshall,]  and  shotild  like  to  with- 
draw it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  too  late  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  change  his  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ments and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  aioendnient  of  Mr. 
Marshall. 

[MR^  Di.l»BT  qUAUFIBfi. 

At  this  ^int  of  the  proceedings,  Mx.  Darby, 
of  Missouri,  who  had  been  unable  to  take  his  seat 
in  conse<iuence  of  severe  indisposition^  was  here 
brought  into  the  Hall  in  a  chair,  and  had  the  usucd 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  0f  the  United 
States  administered  to  hiro  by  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  M£4D|i.   I  desire  to  offer  an  amendnent 


to  the  bill,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amendment 
which  has  just  been  adopted  on  the  motion  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  amendment  has  not 
yet  been  agreed  to.  The  pending  question  is  on 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  FMr.  Dckham.] 

Mr.  MEADE  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Di7N- 
HAM*8  amendment,  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

Provided,  That  in  no  case  shall  a  collateral  relation  be 
entitled,  where  there  are  any  descendants  of  such  soMier 
Uviag. 

Mr.  M.  said]  That  amendment  would  more 

properly  belong  at  the    end  of  the  amendment 

which  has  just  been  adopt/Ml,  and  which  was 

proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Keiuuck  v.   The 

gentleman  from  Kentucky  did  not  probably  effect 
is  own  object  by  that  amendment.  He  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  exclude  the  grand-children  of  tfaie 
soldier,  for  the  benefit  of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman,  and 
which  has  been  adopted,  gives  the  land,  in  case 
there  are  no  children,  to  the  father  and  mother, 
and  if  there  is  no  father  and  mother,  then  to  the 
brothers  and  sisters.  But  if  the  soldier  has  a 
do2en  grand -children,  they  receive  nothing. 

Mr.  MARiSH  ALL,  of  Kentucky ,  (interrupting.) 
I  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  has  not  been  repeatedly 
decided  that  grand-children  come  in  under  the  term 
"children." 

Mr.  MEADE.  It  may  be  so  in  Kentucky,  but 
I  assure  the  gentleman  it  is  not  so  throughout  the 
United  States.  I  know  verv  well  it  has  been  de- 
cided tiiat  where  a  testator  leaves  property  to  his 
children,  it  is  to  be  divided  between  the  children 
and  not  the  g^rand-children.  I  think  that  if  the 
committee  intend  finally  to  adopt  that  clause,  it 
should  be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  the 
land  to  the  descendants  of  the  soldier  instead  of 
to  the  collateral  heirs.  I  have  offered  the  amend- 
ment in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  injustice  that  would  be  done  if  the 
bill  should  pass  in  its  present  shape,  and  I  now 
withdraw  the  amendment  in  the  hope  that  the  al- 
teration will  hereafter  be  made. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  BRENTON  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Dun- 
ram's  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  **  ex- 
planatory" in  the  third  line,  and  inserting  the 
word  '*  amendatory"  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  B.  said:  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  Ihe 
amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague,  but  I 
think  it  does  not  meet  the  case  that  he  intends  to 
provide  for,  and  I  offer  this  amendment  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  suggestion  to  him.  I 
suggest  to  him  that  he.  should  insert  after  the 
words  '*  the  passage  of  this  act,"  these  words, 
**and  shall  have  made  his  application." 

The  object  of  my  colleague,  as  I  ttnderstand  it, 
is  to  meet  a  case  of  this  sort,  where  the  soldier 
having  made  his  application,  and  having  died  be- 
fore the  issue  of  the  warrant,  his  widow  and  chil- 
dren have  to  make  a  new  application.  Now,  in 
order  to  meet  that  case  fuUy,  the  amendment  1 
have  suggested  will  have  to  be  adopted. 

1  am  mclined  also  to  think  that  wi^en  the  dif- 
ferent amendments  which  have  been  adopted  shall 
be  put  logether,  we  shall  find  a  mass  of  confusion, 
of  which  some  of  us  will  perhaps  be  ashamed.  I 
am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  questioi^ — this  whole  subject  naving  been 
heretofore  discussed  here  for  days — the  true  pol- 
icy for  this  committee  to  pursue  is  to  lay  this  bill 
aside,  and  await  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
measure  which  has  already  been  sent  from  this 
House.  I  can  see  no  necessity  for  spending  time 
in  going  over  and  over  the  same  ground,  when 
this  whole  question  must  come  up  again  hereafter. 
The  committee  had  better  rise,  lay  this  subject 
upon  the  table,  and  await  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  tiie  other  bill.  We  shall  then  know  where 
we  are,  and  be  able  to  act  understand ingly. 

Mr.  B.  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Ditnham's 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  aAer  the  words 
**  be  it  enacteq,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following: 

That  in  the  event  of  the  deatfi  of  a  conunissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  who  shall  have  made  apirfication  f&r 
bounty  land  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  during  the  { 
pendency  of  such  application,  any  warrant  issued  in  the  ' 
name  of  any  such  deceased  apiNicant,  foch  warrant  so  ( 


issued  shall  not  become  void,  bat  shall  ioore  to  and  (^  th« 
benefit  of  those  entitled  thereto,  the  saoit  as  If  nth  oAeer 
or  soldier  had  been  deceased  at  the  painsfe  of  «aid  act. 

Mr.  B.  said:  I  will  simply  state  to  the  commit- 
tee that  that  amendment  is  designed  lo  meet  the 
views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  expressed 
in  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  him.  It  pro- 
vides that  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  an  applicant 
c|firing  the  pendency  of  his  application,  the  war- 
rant issued  in  the  name  of  said  appKeaot  iball 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  those  entitled  thereto;  it  does 
not  name  any  particular  class  of  heirs,  but  leaves 
that  dependent  on  the  law.  I  hope  the  gentiemao 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Dunham] — ^wlio  does  not  seem 
to  be  in  his  seal — will  see  the  propriety  of  adopting 
this  as  a  substitute  for  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendraem 
to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  amendmeit 
as  amended, 

Mr.  BELL.  Will  the  Chair  sUUe  the  qaestioo 
as  it  now  stands  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  ouestioo  is  on  tbt 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  tne  g«9itleinan  fitmi 
Ohio,  as  an  addition  to  the  fifth  sectioo  of  the  hfll 
reported  1)y  the  select  conunittee  as  amended  oa 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  irora  Ohio,  [Mr. 

B&LL.] 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr  motion  was  to  strike  oot  all 
after  the  enacting  clause  in  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Dukham.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  Chair  did  not 
understand  the  motion  of  the  gentleman.  The 
question  then  is  upon  the  amendment  as  amended 
— ^being,  in  fiust,  the  amendment  of  the  gentiemao 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bkll]  as  a  substitute  for  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  DuvpAM.] 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  af 
amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GAYLORD.  Is  there  a  third  sectkm  te 
the  bill? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is,  but  it  has  doi 
yet  been  reported. 

Mr.  OAYLORIX  I  mov«  to  strike  oat  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  and  to 
insert  the  fourth  section  of  the  Senate  bill. 

The  third  section  was  then  reported,  as  fbUovi: 

Bbc.  3.  wffMd  htU  further  reselvcd,  That  4he  said  oi- 
een,  whether  in  or  oat  of  oAee  at  the  Hme  of  the  pamfi 
of  this  act,  or  their  kfsi  oe  pcwonal  repress  aiitivet  in  cm 
of  their  death,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  (Vom  the  TmMir 
of  the  United  States,  fbr  similar  serriees  hetelojbw  per- 
fbrmed  in  such  cases,  an  amount  equal  to  the  oooweantios 
provided  for  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  after  dedoctiac 
die  amount  already  received  by  such  oAcefsoaderiheaol 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  require  the  holders  of  miUtanrlaodwv- 
rants  to  compensate  the  land  oAoers  of  the  United  Stxm 
for  services  In  rehition  to  the  location  of  those  wamsu," 
approved  May  17,  1848:  PrtMdded,  Thai  so  regiilef  m 
receiver  shall  receive  anv  compensation  out  of  the  Tftei- 
ury  of  the  United  Sutes  for  past  services,  who  hm  cktipi 
and  received  illegal  or  eaorntant  foes  mr  the  loeatioo  « 
saeh  warrants. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  which  it 

was  proposed  to  substitute  fbr  the  above,  was  thfo 

read  oy  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  wind  ht  U  fkrih«r  tnaeUd,  That  in  all  csmi 
where  the  militia  or  vciunteers  or  State  troops  of  any  Sntt 
or  Terctiory  were  called  into  mHUary  service,  and  wkn« 
services  have  beea  paid  hy  the  United  States  tstMfsesf » 
the  18th  of  June,  i8t9,  the  officers  and  soldieisof  *•« 
militia,  volonteeni,  or  troofKi.  shall  be  entUed  lo  aB  Ac 
benefits  of  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  graothiir  boonty  laadia 
certaift  oncers  and  soldiers  who  have  boea  enfBMd  is  ifci 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  Oipnw*^ 
98,  Ib.'W,  and  shall  receive  lands  for  their  services  aeonNuf 
to  the  prorlsions  of  said  act,  upon  proof  of  lenfdi  ^'^^ 
as  therein  required ;  and  that  the  last  proviso  of  the  mm 
sectkm  of  the  act  of  the  11th  of  Pefaraary,  1847.  be  aadne 
same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided,  Thai  notbiiiff  lier«> 
contained  «!>ha]l  authorise  bounty  land  to  those  Who  ha** 
heretofore  received  or  become  entitled  to  the  aame. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  propose  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  genUemtii  pf«- 
pose  to  amend  the  portion  to  be  stricken  out,  or 
that  to  be  inserted  ? 

Mr.  LAJSE.  To  that  to  be  insarted  I  mote 
the  following: 

Providtdy  JtirtM0r^  That  all  persona  who  peifofwed  ma* 
tary  service  in  defence  of  the  citiseos  of  the  Temtory  « 
Oregon  airainst  the  Cayuse  Indians,  in  whaiif  coimnowy 
Imown  as  the  «  Cayuse  war"  of  1847  and  1«^  •«  herrvr 
held  and  declawl  lo  have  be«»  in  the  service  of  tM  Uj^ 
States  fi>r  all  the  purposes  of  this  act,  add  the  act  to  ww» 
this  is  an  amendment,  and  entitled  accordingly.  __.  .  ^ 

jlndiiiM  further  fn^ridtd.  That  all  pw*?^'??^^ 
bounty  land  wammta  ander  the  pfovisioas  otf^^^Zl 
the  aet  10  which  tiliis  is  an  amendiaent,  and  ™  "fJT 
residents  of  said  Territory  of  Orefno  at  iha  <*•»  « J"f JJI 
sage  of  Uiia  act,  shall  be  endded  and  Pe™»*IRwlJS«rr 
their  warmnts  upon  any  unclaimed  lands  la  •ldT«Ttt«7i 
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•Dd  thst  apon  sacb  lurvey  sod  location  patent  shall  issue 
(kerefor  as  in  other  eases. 

Mr.  L.  said:  I  ofier  this  amendment,  because  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  adopted-^becausc  I  think  the 
people  of  Oregon  have  claims  upon  this  Qovem- 
ment  which  can  only  be  paid  by  the  adoption  of 
such  a  provision  aa  i  have  proposed  to  this  bill. 
There  is  no  class  of  cases,  in  my  judgment,  more 
meritorious  than  this.    At  a  time  when  the  Terri- 
tory of  Ore^n  had  not  more  than  nine  hundred 
voters,  and  when  they  could  ^t  no  assistance 
from  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States;  when 
there  had  been  no  troops  sent  there,  and  before 
the  laws  of  the  country  extended  over  them,  the 
Indians  made  war  upon  that  country.    They  com- 
menced  by    killing    Dr.    Whitcomb,  his    wife, 
and  all  about  him,  and  threatened,  by  a  union  of 
the  tribes  in  that  vicinity,  to  overrun  the  entire 
settlements  and  destroy  them.    It  was  thought  ne* 
cessary  by  the  provisional  government  to  (^1  out 
the  people  of  that  Territory.    They  turned  out 
aJmoat  to  a  man,  and  endured  all  the  hardships  of  a 
service  of  nearly  nine  months,  without  provisions, 
wiihotit  supplies,  without  a  commissary,  without 
a  quartermaster,  without  clothing,  and   without 
arms;  every  one  taking  up  such  arms  as  he  could 
get  hold  of,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  his  coun- 
try, and  saving  the  lives  of  the  women  and  chil- 
diren  in  that  tjountry.    They  performed  a  harder 
•ervice  than  any  volvrnteers  performed  in  the  service 
of  this  country  since  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Bat  there  is  no  law  giving  them  a  bounty  for  that 
service.    They  are  justly  entitled  to  it.    I  think,  if 
this  House  will  ever  inauire  into  this  case,  and 
luderstand  it — if  they  will  look  at  the  condition 
that  country  was  in  at  the  time  to  which  I  allude, 
and  the  good  conduct  of  the  people  in  defending 
themselves — if  they  could  know^of  the  suffering 
and  hardships  that  people  endured,  they  would 
readily,  I  have  no  doubt,  provide  for  plaemg  them 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  other  volunteers 
who   have  served  their  country.    Is  there  any 
good  reason  why  volunteers,  serving  in  a  proper 
and  just  war  for  avenging  the  murders  committed 
ttpon  the  people  of  Oregon,  should  notbe  provided 
fi>r  the  same  as  the  volunteers  serving  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  country?    I  have  no  doubt  about 
th»i  defence;  and  if  the  House  will  understand  it — 
if  they  will  understand  the  nature  of  the  war  and 
the  service  performed  by  the  people  of  Oregon — I 
bdiere  there  is  no  member  here  who  would  hes- 
itate to  make  this  provision.    The  whole  force 
mustered  into  the  service  did  not  exceed  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  I  think  .less  than  that.    Now,  all 
we  nA  is,  that  they  may  be  entitled  to  the  same 
amount  of  land  to  which  other  people  are  entitled 
who  hare  acted  as  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
country.     We  ask,  also,  that  they  may  have  the 
priTiIege  of  locating  their  lands  in  the  Territory  of 
Ore^n.    We  do  not  ask  that  they  may  be  al- 
lo^wed  to  come  here,  but  that  they  maybe  allowed 
iost  what  they  are  entitled  to,  and  the  privilege  of 
locattngtheir  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question,  and  it  is  this:  Are  the  people  which  the 
gentleman  desires  to  make  provision  for,  citizens 
of  Oregon  ? 
Mr.  LANE.    They  are  citizens  of  Oregon. 
Mr.  COBB.    It  would  be  with  a  great  deal  of 
diifieulty  that  I  could  be  brought  to  vote  against 
anything  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ore^n  TMr.  hjMtz]  might  even  ask  for.    I  recol- 
lect disonctly,  afler  I  gave  a  vote  a  few  days  ago 
to  provide  for  that  gentleman,  I  was  told  that  I 
should  have  to  answer  for  that  vote  at  home. 
Well,  sir,  if  I  have  to  answer  for  it,  let  me  answer 
tbr  it.     I  will  do  justice. 

As  to  the  amendment  which  the  gentleman  from 

Oregon  proposes  to  the  amendment,  I  am  opposed 

^  it.     I  well  recollect,  when  1  was  upon  the  Com- 

^^ittee  on  Public  Lands,  we  all  strove  to  provide 

^bountifully  for  that  Territory,  and  a  provision 

^^as  made  giving  each  settler  from  one  hundred 

jVnd  sixty  to  three  hundred  and  t^centy  acres  of 

^^nd,  ana  even  much  larger  grants  than  that.    I 

J^m  determined, so  far  as  my  action  goes,  to  provide 

^^iberally  for  the  people  of  that  Territory,  and  I  am 

^^illing  to  vote  for  anything  in  the  line  of  reason 

^^hich  the  gentleman  from  Oregon  asks  for;  but 

^^rhen  he  proposes  an  amendment  which  is  to  tran-i- 

^>tiel  the  bill,  and  which  I  know,  whether  it  is  in- 

^^.^nded  or  not«  will  have  the  effect  to  trammel  the 

^^nendment  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 

^Dhio,  which  contains  a  meritorious  provision  for 


which  the  act  of  28th  September,  1850,  was  in- 
tended to  provide,  I  cannot  go  with  the  gentleman, 
thus  far. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon  proposes  to  give  to  that  meritorious 
class  of  citizens  what  we  have  alretuiy  given,  and 
we  have  given  a  much  larger  amount  than  he  now 
proposes.  I  will  ask  that  a  letter  be  read  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  show  his  decision  in 
relation  to  those  citizens  wiiich  we  intended  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  bounty  land  law  of  1850.  1 
know  what  we  did  intend  to  do  then,  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. I  know  that  we  intended  to  em- 
brace all  those  individuals  who  have  been  engaged 
in  service,  in  tlie  defence  of  tlieir  country,  whether 
in  a  war  declared  by  the  General  Government  or 
not.  Look  at  the  hostilities  between  tliis  Govern- 
ment and  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians !  Did  the 
Government  declare  war  a^'nat  them?  Why, 
sir,  the  whole  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  the 
war  with  Mexico  would  not  be  considered  as  ser- 
ving in  a  regularly  declared  war.  Was  war  de- 
clared against  the  Florida  Indians  ?  Was  war  de- 
clared against  the  Mexican  Indians?  And  yet  are . 
the  soldiers  who  fought  against  those  Indians  in 
the  defence  of  their  country,  to  be  denied  the  ben- 
efit of  the  bounty  land  law  ? 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  would,  like 
to  know  the  exact  stateof  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  A  motion  is  made  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the 
fourth  section  of  the  Senate  bill  by  way  of  amend- 
ment. The  gentleman  from  Oregon  proposes  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  to  the  section 
which  is  proposed  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Is  that  amendment  amend- 
able? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  ahready  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment  in  the  second  degree.  The 
question  must  first  be  taken  upon  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CARTTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Lane;  which  was  read  as 
above  inserted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendipent;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  bill  is  now  open  to 
amendment,  is  it  not  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  third  section  is  open 
to  amendment.  The  ainendment  pending  is  to 
strike  out  the  third  section,  and  insert  the  fourth 
section  of  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  fourth  section  is,  which  it  is  proposed  to  in- 
sert ?    I  do  not  understand  it. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  Senate,  bill  was  then 
read  as  above  inserted. 

Mr.  BELL.  Before  the  question  is  taken  on 
that  amendment,  I  move  to  amend  the  fourth  line 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  Senate  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words  *'  subsequent  to  the  18th  of  June, 
1812."  I  presume  my  friend  across  the  way 
[Mr.  Gatlord]  who  offered  this  amendment, 
will  see  the  propriety  and  justice  of  accepting  it. 
I  would  like  to  know  why  evidence  of  payment  of 
soldiers  by  Government  since  June,  1812,  is  ne- 
cessary to  entitle  them  to  bounty  land,  when  those 
who  served  in  the  wars  of  179(K*93-*94  are  enti- 
tled to  the  same,  although  they  cannot  produce 
the  evidence  of  payment  to  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment ? 

[Mr.  DuKHAM  here  made  a  remark  entirely  in- 
audible to  the  Reporter.] 

Mr.  BELL.  Very  well;  I  hold  that  it  has  been 
once  paid,  and  at  a  subsequent  day  it  cannot  enti- 
tle him  to  a  preference  over  a  man  who  has  ren- 
dered the  service  and  has  not  been  paid.  There 
can  be  no  reason  for  it.  If  you  take  the  recoxda 
of  the  Department,  showing  that  a  man  has  re- 
ceived pay  from  the  Government  as  evidence  that 
he  has  performed  services,  I  ask  that  the  same 
rule  be  applied  to  evidence  of  payment  existing  in 
the  Departments,  at  any  and  all  times.  If  this 
provision  has  any  application  .at  all,  it  is  to  bring 
in  a  class  of  soldiers  who  have  not  served  thirty 
days.  Now,  if  they  served  twentv-nine  in  the 
wars  of  Harmer,  St.  Clair,  and  Wayne,  they 
surely  would  be  entitled  to  the  same  consideration 
as  if  they  had  served  in  a  subsequent  war.  Hence 
I  think  it  should  be  stricken  out.  I  do  not  design 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  committee,  but  simply 
wish  to  call  their  attention  to  this  restriction  in 


the  section  proposed  to  be  substituted.  I  hope  my 
amendment  will  be  assented  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gatlord. 1 

The  ouestioii  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Bell,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  the  gentleman  modify 
his  motion  so  as  to  provide  that  the  committer  ris# 
and  report  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  DEAN.    That  is  my  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is  an  amendment 
now  pending,  and  until  it  is  disposed  of,  such  a 
motion  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  is  out  of  or- 
der, as  there  is  now  an  amendment  pending. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  would  inquire  if,  being  in 
committee  by  a  special  order,  the  House  can  do 
anything  until  this  matter  is  disponed  of? 

The  CHAIRMAN     It  cannot. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Let  us  vote 
down  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  still  upon^  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gatlord,] 

Mr.  LANE.  I  want  to  offer  an  amendment, 
which  1  hope  the  House  will  adopt.  I  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment  so  that  all  persons  entitled 
to  warrants,  and  now  living  in  Oregon  Territory, 
ma  V  have  the  privilege  of  locating  their  warrants 
within  that  Territory.  You  will  recollect  that  unr 
der  tbe  provisions  of  this  law,  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  bounty  lands  can  be  only  located 
where  the  public  lands  are  surveyed.  They  are 
not  surveyed  or  in  market  in  Oregon  Territory.  I 
ask  that  such  persons  as  are  referred  to  in  my 
amendment,  may  have  the  privilege  of  locating 
their  claims  in  Oregon  Territory,  to  be  surveyed 
by  the  Surveyor  Genend  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  claims  are  surveyed. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

jtnd  it  is  further  prociiedy  Tbat  all  percom  entitied  to 
bounty  land  warrants  under  thn  pmviii{on»  of  tbifl  act,  or 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  and  which  may 
l>e  owned  by  residents  of  said  Territory  of  Orefon  at  the 
date  of  the  poosage  of  this  act,  shall  tie  permitted  to  locate 
their  warrants  upon  any  nnclaimed  lands  in  said  Territory, 
and  that  upon  such  survey  and  location  patents  shall  issue 
therefor,  as  in  other  cases. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  hope  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lane]  will  not  pre- 
vail. In  the  bill  of  the  last  Congress  about  forty- 
eight  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  were  be* 
stowed  by  these  bounty  land  warrants.  In  the 
bill  before  us,  as  it  stands  now,  about  thirty 
millions  more,  I  suppose,  Are  proposed  to  be 
granted.  We  have  made  these  warrants  assign- 
able. Now,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Oregon  [Mr.  Lanb]  is,  practically,  that  these 
land  warrants  be  taken  in  large  masses  and  groups--- 
being  bought  up  by  speculators,  and  be  located  in 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles  square  in  Oregon — 
and  that  these  large  masses  of  land  be  held  by  one 
or  two  individuals.  In  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
tliere  is  something  of  a  like  proposition,  and  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  now.  It  is  to  open 
to  these  bounty  land  warrants  all  lands  now  un- 
surveyed,that  may  hereafter  be  surveyed*,  that  is, 
to  open  to  the  location  of  them  tlie  whole  vast 
field  of  all  the  public  lands.  A  more  gigantic  sys- 
tem of  land  plunder  never  was  designed  by  human 
ingenuity.  We  who  have  lived  in  the  midst  of 
vast  patroon  estates  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
involved  in  anti-rent  troubles  and  surroimded  by 
anti-rent  wars,  warn  the  country  ogainst  this  gi- 
gantic scheme  of  land^holding.  I  warn  Congress 
to  tiUco  notice  now,  that  this  proposition  is  not  to 
be  confined  to  Oregon.  It  is  to  go  out  throughout 
all  th0  unsurveyed  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Put  (|own  this  proposition  and  the  one  in  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  now,  and  g[ive  your  attention 
to  it  now.  Meet  it  in  the  begmning,  unless  you 
want  the  brokers  of  Wall  street,  of  Cincinnati, 
and  St.  Louis,  who  are  now  gathering  these 
assignable  land  warrants  in  all  quarters,  and  pre- 
paring to  locate  them  upon  these  lands  in  twen- 
ty, thirty,  or  forty  miles  square,  to  establish  a 
system  of  patroonery  landlordism,  such  as  we 
are  surrounded  by  in  the  State  of  New  York^ 
and  such  as  has  caused  murders  and  disorders  of  all 
sorts,  and  has  cost  us  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
dollars  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law. 

1  am  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Oregjon,  for  Oregon  and  for  all  other 
parts  of  the  United  Slates,  if  these  land  warranto 
are  to  be  made  assignable,  I  say  confine  them  to. 
the  surveyed  lands,  and  le^^  t^em  be  located  upoi% 
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•urh  Iftndi,  and  upon  no  others.  Let  the  people 
of  Oregon  be  content  with  the  liberality  o£  the  pro- 
▼iiion*  of  the  land  law  of  the  la«t  Congress.  Con- 
gres*  dealt  with  them  with  a  very  bountiful  hand. 

Mr.  LANE.  If  the  £Iouie  will  allow  me  to  ex- 
plain, as  I  did  not  make  a  five  minutes  speech 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Debate  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  did  not  consume  the  time  al- 
lowed me. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  centleman  from  Ore- 
gon stated  his  proposition,  and  occupied  about  four 
minutes  of  his  time  before  it  was  stated  by  the 

Chair. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  docs  not  understand  my 
amendment,  or  a  single  word  of  its  provisions,  and 
it  is  consequently  necessary  for  me  to  explain. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentlemaji  can  call 
for  the  reading  of  his  amendment,  which  will  ex- 
plain itself.  But  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  debate 
It. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  inserted 

above. 

The  question  wss  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Lane,  and  it  was  not  agreed 

to. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  propose  to  offer  the  same 
amendment,  with  an  addition  extending  it  also 
**  to  those  who  may  hereafter  become  residents  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon."  That  will  materially 
alter  the  amendment,  and  make  a  new  one  'of  it. 
I  do  not  see  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  What  difference  does  it 
make  whether  we  expose  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
and  the  unsurveyed  lands  of  the  United  Slates  to 
these  land  warrants,  or  give  the  surveyed  lands  to 
them.  1  should  like  to  know  where  the  gentle- 
man finds  his  distinction?  You  have  the  same 
power  and  privilege  to  multiply  land  warrants, 
and  to  extend  contiguous  territory  in  the  location 
of  them  upon  surveyed  land,  as  unon  unsurveyed 
lands.  There  is  a  uistinction,  ana  that  distinction 
is  directly  against  the  current  of  the  gentleman's 
argument.  It  is  this:  that  you  do  disperse 
the  warrants  bv  dispersing  the  land  upon  which 
they  are  to  be  located,  and  in  the  precise  ratio  as 

?rou  extend  the  area  of  location  you  disoerse  tlie 
ocation  of  these  land  warrants;  and  tnis  fume 
about  New  York  anti-rentism  ends  in  smoke.  But 
I  am  willing  to  extend  the  territory  of  this  grant 
for  this  obvious  reason:  You  are  awarding  land 
warrants  here.  These  land  warrants  are  an  en- 
coura^^ement  and  inducement  to  settlement.  They 
eonstitute  the  title  of  the  emigrants  to  the  West. 
I  would  like  to  know,  in  the  name  of  conscience, 
why  the  Territory  of  Oregon  should  be  excluded 
flrom  this  inducement  to  emigration.  Why  say 
you  shall  not  locate  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon, l>ecause  those  lands  are  unsurveyed  ?  You 
say  to  the  citizen  holding  a  warrant,  You  shall 
not  emigrate  to  Oi^gon.  But  there  is  a  strong,  sub- 
stantial, and  equitable  reason  to  Rend  these  war- 
rants over  the  lace  of  the  Republic  wherever  their 
holder  sees  fit  to  carry  them.  This  doctrine  of 
amassing  them,  and  of  Wall  Street  speculators 
whom  ray  honorable  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  holds  in  such  horrid  dread  here,  anu- 
rentism,  Ac,  are  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  prop- 
osition that  has  been  made.  It  is  a  singular  in- 
spiration and  a  new  one.  I  was  in  the  hope  that 
the  amendment  offered  previously  by  the  hon- 
orable Delegate  from  Oregon  f Mr.  LavbJ  would 
prevail,  but  it  was  voted  down.  What  arc 
Tou  about  to  say  here  if  you  pass  this  bill? 
That  laud  warrants  shall  not  be  located  in  Oregon, 
because  the  messengers  of  survey  have  never 
reached  there.  You  have  already  said  that  a  set 
of  men,  worthier  than  whom  never  shouldered  a 
musket — men  who  performed  for  their  households 
higher  service  than  most  of  the  men  in  your  mili- 
tary campoigns,  should  not  inherit  the  benevolence 
of  the  Government,  when  that  benevolence  is  di- 
rected to  this  very  class  of  persons;  nnd  now  the 
magnanimous  gentleman  from  New  York  adds  to 
that  the  insult  that  your  warrants  shall  not  be  lo- 
cated there  either.  Neither  the  men  who  fought 
ths  battles  of  Oregon  against  the  Indians  shairbe 
rewarded  for  it,  nor  the  men  who  f  >ught  your 
battles  shall  go  there  to  locate  their  lands,  because 
Uiey  are  not  surveyed.  I  insist  that  both  of  the 
propositions  made  by  the  Delegate  from  Oregon — 
if  any  propositions  can  be  made  in  connection  with 
this  process  of  disposing  of  the  public  domain 
which  are  worthy  of  ihs  «t(eotion  of  the  House— 


are  two  of  the  most  eouitable  propositions  to 
which  I  have  ever  listenea. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He  rises  upon 
the  fioor  as  the  champion  of  Oregon,  and  insists 
that  the  House  has  done  injustice  to  that  Territory. 
Now  this  is  not  so,  but  entirely  the  reverse  is  the 
fact.  This  House,  in  the  organization  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  or  in  its  generosity  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  lands  to  her  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress",  established,  with  regard  to  Oregon,  an 
entirely  novel  principle — that  of  giving  lands  to 
actual  settlers.  Not  of  giving  them  in  small  quan- 
tities, not  of  giving:  them  to  men  alone,  but  giving 
three  hundred  andtwenty  acres  to  each  actual  set- 
tler, and  a  bounty  upon  married  men,  by  giving  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  to  men  who  are  married. 
Why  then  the  necessity  for  outcry  upon  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  behalf  of  Oregon?  Nay, 
the  House  lias  gone  further,  and  in  its  generosity 
in  the  matter  of  the  Cay  use  Indians,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  voted  ^100,000  to  Oregon  for 
the  payment  of  her  soldiers  or  citizens  who  were 
engaged  in  the  Cayuse  war.  This  has  been  tlie 
generosity  of  this  Congress  to  that  Territory,  and 

ret  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  rises  in  his  place — 
will  not  say  makes  a  great  noise — and  opposes 
other  gentlemen  who  think  that  the  House  has 
been  sufficiently  liberal  to  Oregon.  1  am  reminded 
by  a  gentleman  behind  me,  that  we  have  also 
given  Oregon  double  sections  of  school  lands..  No 
Congress  in  the  history  of  the  Government  has 
ever  been  half  so  liberal  to  any  Territory  or  State 
— although  eighty  odd  millions  of  acres  of  public 
land  have  been  distributed  to  new  States — as  we 
have  been  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Now,  one  word  further  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  in  the  matter  of  the  difference  between  sur- 
veyed and  unsurveyed  lands.  Of  the  surveyed 
fands  we  know  something — what  they  are  and 
what  we  give  away — what  we  donate,  to  use  the 
western  pTirase.  Of  unsurveyed  lands  wn  know 
nothing.  We  grope  in  the  dark,  knowing  nothing 
whatsoever  of  what  we  give.  Open  all  the  unsur- 
veyed public  lands  to  assignable  land  warrants, 
and  you  give  to  the  keen-eyed  speculator  and  large 
land -holder,  who  follows  upon  the  track  of  the 
Indian,  the  power  to  locate  these  warrants  upon 
large  masses  of  land  twenty  miles  square — upon 
the  best  water  privileges,  mill  privileges,  on  favored 
soils,  the  river  bottoms,  the  prairies,  the  mines^ 
on  the  very  best  of  the  unsurveyed  lands?  We 
now  know  nothing  of  the  wild  and  unsettled  and 
almost  undiscover^  regions  of  Oregon,  Utah,  New 
Mexico,  and  California.  That  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  propositions  to  locate  these  warrants 
upon  surveyed  and  unsurveyed  lands.  -The  sur- 
veyed lands  are  upon  this  sioe  of  the  mountains — 
within  our  reach — under  our  eye.  We  know 
something  of  them  from  the  Land  Office  here.  But 
pass  tliis  bill  for  locating  land  warrants  upon  the 
unsurveyed  lands,  and  the  speculators  who  hold 
these  warrants,  with  all  the  swiftness  of  the  deer 
and  the  directness  of  the  bee,  will  obtain  for  them- 
selves the  mines,  water  privileges,  and  rich  river 
bottoms  of  all  this  unknown  territory.  To  guard 
the  House  against  this  imminent  peril  to  the  new 
States  and  Territories,  I  take  this,  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, to  warn  members  against  the  insertion  of 
such  an  item  in  this  bounty  land  bill,  or  the  adop- 
tion of  a  similarly  dangerous  one  now  in  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  and  which  will 
be  pressed  there  with  greater  force  when  it  will  not 
be  m  our  power  successfully  to  meet  it.  A  vast 
scheme  of  land  plunder — a  monstrous,  gigantic 
scheme  of  speculation,  yea,  peculation,  lies  buried 
in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill;  and 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try now  to  the  embryo  scheme,  and  I  invoke  hon- 
orable members  to  rebuke  it  now  in  its  first  start, 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Delegate  from  Oregon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  no  disposition  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment.  I  am  not  able  to  speak  so 
as  to  be  heard  all  over  the  House.  I  wish  to  say 
to  my  friend  from  New  York  that  there  is  no 
such  provision  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill  as  the  one  to  which  he  alludes.  He 
IS  wholly  mistaken. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  W^*'— ^P^  *^*  pentleman 
deny  there  is  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill  an  item  repealing  the  provision  of  the 
last  session,  providing  that  these  warrants  shall 
not  be  loeateu  on  now  unsurveyed  lands? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.   I  do  not  dtny  that,  but  then 


we  differ  about  the  construction.  The  constnic- 
tion  is  simple  and  plain.  At  the  last  sessioo  of 
Congress — — 

Mr.  CARTTER.    Is  discuraion  in  order? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  only. desire  to  put  the  facts 
before  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Discussion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  that  the  committee  rifte. 

The  question  was  taken,  and,  upon  a  divisioo, 
there  were — ayes  69,  noes  24 — no  quorum. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Cabkll,  of 
Florida,  and  Cabttbr  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  taken,  and  the  inotioo 
was  agreed  to— the  teUera  having  reported — ayes 
84 — noes  not  counted. 

The  SPEAKER  having  resumed  the  chair,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  under 
consideration  the  Union  generally,  and  particu- 
larly the  special  order  of  uie  House,  being  Joiat 
Resolution  No.  1,  explanatory  of  an  act  approTeil 
September  2Sth,  1850,  entitled  **an  act  granting 
bounty  land  to  certain  ofiScers  and  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States," 
and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c 

The  Tollowlng  petitions,  raemorials,  8lc.,  were  presteottd 
under  Uie  rule,  and  referred  to  the  apprnpriste  coaumtte«f  .- 

By  Mr.  BUSBY :  The  petition  of  Frauds  P.  Crifliili 
and  57  others,  of  the  county  of  Morrow,  Ohi<»,  ankint  Can. 
gresa  to  donate  to  each  aolaaJ  settler  who  may  be  a  dtizcB 
of  the  United  States,  160  acres  of  land. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Wildboker,  Josiah  P.  Pieft«, 
and  William  M.  Baker,  assistant  marshals  of  the  eoonty  «f 
Marion,  Ohio,  asking  more  compeiuation  for  taking  ttot 
Seventh  Census. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Jamas  B.  Shaw  and  Thocssf  8. 
Buiifcer,  of  the  county  of  Morrow,  Ohio,  upon  tlte  mom 
suhject.  • 

By  Mr.  HUNTER:  The  petition  of  Samnri  Dlowin, 
James  W.  Shankland,  and  Abner  Jotiasloa,  askinf  ibris- 
creased  compensation  for  taking  the  census  in  the  coo^ 
of  Monroe,  (>liio. 

By  Mr.  HENN:  The  petition  of  JohnCoxandSOofbffl, 
citisens  of  Iowa,  asking  that  the  oAce  of  CliaplaiB  aisy  ki 
abolished. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Evan  Jay  and  55  others,  asking  (br 
i  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  constracUon  of  a  rsllrosd  tnm 
Burlington  to  the  Missourf  river. 

Also,  the  petiUon  of  James  M.  Wallers  and  80  olbm, 
ciUzens  of  Marion  county,  loyffkf  asking  for  a  mail  torn 
from  Newtun,  via  Pelhi,  Am«terdam,  Knoxville, aod  Ci>in- 
ton,  to  Nine  Eagles  or  New  Buda. 

By  Mr.  CONGER :  The  pcti tion  of  Fnink}hi  La  Re«  isi 
106  others,  praying  for  an  appropriation  of  pablie  ismli  w 
tlie  Stale  uf  Michigan,  to  aid  in  coiistnieling the  Oskiasi 
and  Ottawa  Railroad  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  petiUon  of  Morris  8.  Allen  and  fiOothm,  fcr 
tlie  same  object. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Geone  W-Me- 
Mahon,  George  W.  Harvey,  J.  8.  McMuUin.  D.  B.  Bdikr, 
and  others,  citixons  of  the  city  and  comity  or  Pbiladelpkit, 
remonstrating  against  ttie  extension  of  the  Woodarorttt  psi* 
ent  for  planing  boards,  lie. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Jamea  M.  Saowden,  RobsftClsrk, 
John  W.  Ryan,  Henry  Dubosa  andottiercitiasasofSos*- 
wark,  in  the  county  ofPhiladelphta,  petitioning Coairw to 
pass  a  law  extending  the  Woodwoith  patent  for  plsfliai 
boards,  Ice. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  J.  J.  N.  Dottglsss,  Chaites  N.  Ra- 
bins, John  C.  Selfridge,  WUUam  R.  Ranken,  and  otlitfi, 
citisens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  remoo^n- 
ting  againwl  the  extension  of  the  Woodwortb  pstcal  v 
ptaniog  twards,  Ice.  . 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsvlvania:  The  mmcnaitt 
S.  P«  McPadden  mid  99  others,  citisens  oT  Blair  ctnafj, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  ^e  establishnieat  of  aa  Affvah 
tiuol  Bureau  by  Cougress.  ^^ 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Wampole  aadSl  ockfj 
citizens  of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  of  like  leaor  ui 
ia»po«t.  ,  „^ 

By  Mr.  BOWNE :  The  petition  of  W.  F.  Clalv  ^  New 
York,  for  indemnity  for  low  of  vessel.  ^^ 

By  Mr.  BIBIGUAUS:  The  peUtioa  of  Williaa  r«s 
and  many  otiiers,  citisens  of  Schuylkill  co«»V»/"?^ 
vania,  praying  for  a  modification  of  the  tahlT  of  IMB  os 
iron,  kc.  _,  * 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR, ofNew  York:  P* «'»°"**'"Klf 
•undry  inhabitants  of  the  coaaly  ofReasselfr,  New  i««» 
against  the  Woodwortb  planing  machine  patenL    ^^^ 

Also,  Uie  poUtion  of  Hannah  Pratt,  tate  HaaBsh  Hoijwj 
the  widow  of  William  Uofanes,  a  aoWler  ia  the  warofieo, 
praying  a  pension.  ^    _.«/_». 

By  Mr.  ST.  MARTIN :  A  memodal  of  the  boaidaf^ 
derwriters  of  the  city  of  New  Oriean*,  to  preveat  Bumm 
detentions  and  expenses  upon  arrests  in  »dai*rsJiy. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Oeor«e  Hathawa/,  « J^  ^ 


•uii4ana,  in  relation  to  Mejneaa »"---.  --.  .rniia 

By  Mr.  BOCOCK  :  The  petition  of  the  beu»  <v""" 
Wilson,  dect-asod,  praying  commutalioB,  with  »n**fT;_„ 

By  Mr.  ASHE ;  The  peUlion  of  Haynes  ^^r/^ 
marshal,  praying  additional  compensation  «u  m««  "* 
Seventh  Census.  .      ^-^ 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  The  petition  of  John  N.  wpJ^*Tl 
ant  marshal  of  Fulton  county,  Indiana,  for  addttioaai  €««• 
pensatioo  for  services  in  takiu  the  census.     -«- 

By  Mr.  BOYD,  of  New  York :  The  i^^^fSTm^ 
dtixens  of  Clinton  and  Bsaex  counties,  ^«^"^^^ 
the  nmber  extansioa  of  tlM  Woodwork  P*>*"* 
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By  Mr.  INGBRSOLL :  Th^  remonBtnince  of  Charles  Q. 
Southwortto  and  othera,  and  of  Ctarke  Canfleldand  otben, 
cilisens  of  Middie«ex  county,  CounecUcut,  agaioM  Che  ex- 
leudinn  of  the  Woodwprth  patent 

Also,  ibe  petition  of  George  Van  Waf  ner,  of  Connecticut, 
prmytnf^for  a  pentdon,  on  account  of  the  revolutionary  ser- 
vicea  of  bis  father. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  A  memorial  from  citisena  of 
Pennaylvania,  praying  Confress  to  enact  sucli  law«  aa  will 
more  effectually  preserve  thesanctily  of  the  Sabbath  day. 

Also,  a  memunal  from  ciiiaenii  of  Pennsylvania,  reroon- 
■tratinf  afainat  the  renewal  of  the  patent  gninted  in  Austin 
and  ZebuloQ  Parker  for  an  aUtfged  improvement  in  sub- 
merced  reaction  water-wheels. 

Auo,  a  meuiohal  from  citizens  of  Pennssivania,  praying 
Ibr  a  modification  of  the  taritf  law. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana:  The  petition  of  W.  H. 
Boooeau  and  14  others,  settlers  on  Uie  public  lands  hereto- 
fore known  as  "  Las  Omegas"  claim,  praying  for  the  right 
of  preemption. 

Also,  the  pelitioa  of  A.  M.  Campbell,  and  6  other  set- 
tkio  9a  the  public  lauds  heretofore  known  as  the  **  Wallace" 
daiui,  praying  for  ttie  riaht  of  preemption. 

Also,  the  |>eiition  of  Valery  Oainnie,  praying  that  an  error 
in  the  deiicription  of  land  conflnued  to  Cbanes  Paine  by 
the  act  of  July  6, 1842,  be  rectified. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  J.  Durant,  of  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  brief  of  references  in  relation  to  his  claim  as 
late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  tiie  State  of 
Loutslaiia. 

Altfo,  the  petition  of  Moaea  H.  Butler  and  i.  H.  Rinehart, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  a  tract  of  laiMl  in 
T.  15  fi.  4  B.,  in  Louisiana,  district  north  of  Red  river. 

By  Mr.  McOONALO:  The  petition  of  Captain  F.  For- 


By  Mr.  MACE :  The  memorial  of  James  O.  Brieo  and 
John  L.  Miller,  assistant  marshals  of  Tippecanoe  coua^. 
Indiana,  asking  additional  pay  for  taking  the  census  of  said 
county. 

By  Mr.  FOWLBR :  The  petition  of  C.  W.  Proaty  and  9 
other  ^Senators  of  the  Masaaclrasetts  Legislature. 

Also,  of  Charies  Viosel  and  10  others,  citizens  of  Scit- 
oate,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
fanerovement  of  the  harbor  of  Scituale,  Massachusetts. 

On  mociou  by  Mr.  DOT^ , 

Ordcrail,  That  certain  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
James  Crooks  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  Three  memorials  signed  by  more 
than  SOO  ciliEenaofPhUadelpbia,  remonstrating  against  Uie 
renewal  tif  the  patent  for  Woodworth's  planing  machine. 

Alao,  four  memorials  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of 
PhilAdelpbia^  asking  for  a  renewal  of  the  patent  for  Wood- 
wortli^  planrag  machine. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine:  The  petition  of  J.  L. 
Farmer  and  others,  merchants  and  ship-  masters  of  Portland, 
Maine,  for  a  liffbt-ship  and  fog-bell  at  Cape  Roman  Shuals, 
on  iht!  coast  of  Sontb  Carolina. 

Alao^  the  petition  of  Josiah  R.  Brady  and  otbere,  of  Port- 
land, Maine,  and  vicinity,  for  a  modification  of  the  tariff 
with  respect  to  the  importation  of  low-priced  cigars. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lamre  of  Pennsylvania  In  relation  to  the  Wheeling  britue. 

Alao,  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  requesung 
their  Senaiors  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  aid  in  the 
passage  of  a  law  appropriating  money  to  complete  the  break- 
water at  die  mouth  of  the  Delaware  bay ;  to  construct  an 
ice  harbor  ai  a  point  near  Reedy  Island,  and  to  repair  the 
pien  at  Cheater,  Marcos  Hook,  New  Castle,  and  Port  Penn, 
oa  tHe  Delaware  river. 

Also,  a  petition  for  the  extension  of  Wnodworih's  patent 
for  a  planing  machine  signed  by  Jacob  Wersman  and  44 
other  eitisens  of  Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Alao,  a  petition  on  the  saaM  subject,  signed  by  A.  Men- 
derson  k.  Co.  and  d6  other  eitisens  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Alao,  another  on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  Frederick 
May  and  70  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Alao.  another  on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  C.  M.  Brun- 
Ber  and  64  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Marqette, 
Waushara,  and  Waupaka  counties,  for  a  mail  route  fVom 
NanrMbkuN,  by  Black  Creek,  Neshkoro,  and  Saukville, 
to  Waupaka. 

Alao.  a  remonstrance  of  D.  S.  Curtisa,  A.  Sickly,  and 
other  citizens  of  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of  patents, 
or  alterations  in  the  patent  laws. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  petition  of  Darius  Cole  and  396 
•tbera,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  place  buoys,  and 
•cake  out  the  channel  in  Saginaw  bay  and  river  in  the  state 
erf"  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  BRENTON :  The  petition  of  f  saae  Van  Devan- 
tf0r,  J.  H.  Lomax,  N.  B.  Hawkins,  and  J.  M.  Haynes,  as- 
aistant  marshals  in  the  Sute  of  Indiana,  asking  additional 
compensation  for  taking  the  census  in  1650. 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS :  The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  to  re- 
nova  ttie  Mint  of  the  United  Statea  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York. 

By  Mr.  PERKINS :  The  memorial  of  John  W.  Jobnaon 
and  Robert  Moor,  assistant  marshals  in  New  Hampshire, 
askinf  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Cr 


Bv  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana :  The  petitioa  of  John  W. 
Graoba  and  others,  aaaiatant  marshals  of  the  county  of 
Henry,  Indiana,  asking  additional  compensation  for  taking 
the  cenavs. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  February  25, 1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Morgan. 

PETITIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate reaolotkMui  adoptea  at  the  annual  meetings  of 


the  American  Medical  Association,  held  at  Cin- 
I  cinnati,  in  1850,  and  Charleston,  in  1851,  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  present  rank  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Army,  and  of  conferring  like  rank  on  Ae 
;  medical  ofHcers  of  the  Navy;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memorial  of  mer- 
chants, shippers,  ship-owners,  underwriters,  and 
others,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  praying  a  modi- 
fication of  the  law  for  the  reduction  of  the  costs 
andexpense8ofproceedin|:s  in  admiralty;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  three  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the 
establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Bureau;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, remonstrating  against  an  extension  of  the 
patent  granted  to  W.  W.  Wood  worth  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Erie,  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depdt 
and  navy  .yard,  and  a  dry  dock  upon  the  lakes; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conuniitee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in 
favor  of  an  extension  of  the  patent  grantea  to  W. 
W.  Woodworth  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  cigar-makers  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  cigars;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Susan  C.  Randall,  widow 
and  executrix  of  Archibald  Randall,  late  United 
States  district  judge  for  the  eastern  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices while  performing  the  duties  of  circuit  jud^e; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
H.  Sherburne*  submitting  a  plan  to  save  property 
and  life  by  means  of  a  floating  anchorage  or  break- 
water on  the  lakes.  The  memorialist  states  that  in 
view  of  the  immense  loss  on  the  lakes,  amounting 
to  over  two  millions  of  dollars  in  property  and  six 
hundred  hunmn  lives,  he  submits  a  plan  by  which 
this  immense  amount  of  loss  of  property  and 
human  life  may  in  future  be  mainly  if  not  wholly 
obviated  at  a  cost  of  much  less  than  one  eighth  of 
the  above  amount.  The  plan  consists  of  a  **  Float- 
ing Breakwater  or  Safety  Anchorage,**  which 
can  be  completed  and  placed  in  the  harbors  of 
Osw^o,  Buffalo,  Dunkirk,  Cleveland,  Cbicag^o, 
and  Milwaukie,  in  the  short  space  of  three  months. 
Accompanying  the  petition  is  a  letter  signed  by 
George  H.  Walker,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Milwaukie, 
-«nd  L.  H.  Colton,  Esq.,  United  States  Marshal, 
expressive  of  their  approbation  of  the  plan,  and 
recommending  a  trial  of  it  by  the  Qt) vemment  at 
the  above  named  harbors. 

The  memorial  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  move  to  refer  these  papers 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ask  that 
Colonel  Sherburne  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  his  plan  to  them  at  as  early  a  day  as 
may  suit  the  convenience  of  the  committee.  For 
my  own  part,  it  has  impressed  me  very  favorably. 
I  believe  he  has  discovered  what  will  be  of  vast 
importance,  and  I  am^  very  confident  that  if  his 
plan  should  be  adopted  on  the  lakes,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  best  thines  that  could  be  adopted  for 
the  security  of  life  and  property. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  present  a  memorial  very 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the 
patent  granted  to  Austin  and  Zebulon  Parker,  for 
improvements  in  water-wheels.  The  Committee 
on  Patents  have  already  reported  a  bill  renewing 
that  patent.  This  is  a  question  in  which  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  mill  interests  in  the  State  of 
Maine  are  much  concerned;  and  they  aver  in  this 
memorial,  that  years  4>efore  the  original  letters 
patent  were  granted  to  Zebulon  Parker  these 
wheels  were  in  use  in  their  mills.  I  ask  that  this 
remonstrance  may  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents,  civing  notice  that  when  the  bill  shall 
come  up^  I  snail  move  to  recommit  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  in  order  that  these  remonstrants 
nriay  be  fairly  heard.  I  will  move  now  that  the 
bill  be  taken  up  with  a  view  to  recommitment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  with 


T 


the  memorial,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Muskingum  countv»  Ohio,  remonstrating  a£:ainst 
an  extension  of  the  patent  granted  to  W.  W. 
Woodworth  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  memorial  of  merchants, 
shippers,  ship-owners,  underwriters,  and  others, 
of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  praying  a  modi- 
fication of  the  law  for  the  reduction  of  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 
Orierei.  That  the  memorial  or  Mary  F.  B.  Levely.on 
the  files  ot^the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordtreif  That  the  petition  of  Charlea  McConnick,  oa 
the  files  of  Uie  Senate,  be  rePtned  to  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Aflairs. 

REPORTS  PROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Sarah  D.  Mackay,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  submitted  a  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Nancy  Bo  wen, 
praving  a  pension,  submitted  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Anna  Norton  and 
Lewis  Foskit,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  Uie  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  Beatty,  praying  to  be  allowed  compensa- 
tion for  services  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  the.  several  memorials  were 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  divide  the  Stateof  Ohio 
into  two  judicial  districts,  and  to  provide  for  hold- 
ing the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  therein;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  rfifidin^ 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Captain  L.  F.  McLaws,  of  the  Army  of  the 
Unitea  States,  praying  the  difference  of  pay  be- 
tween a  lieutenant  and  that  of  a  captain  in  the 
staff,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  -and  passea  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  fVora  the  Committee  on  Patents  and 
the  Patent  Oflice,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Ira  Reynolds, complainingof  the  rejection 
of  his  application  by  the  Patent  Office,  asked  to 
be  discnarged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print 
the  memorial  of  engineers  of  the  navv,  praying 
a  reorganization  of  the  corps  to  whicn  they  be- 
long, presented  yesterday,  reported  in  favor  of 
printing  the  same. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Coramittc;p  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lu- 
ther Rogers  and  others,  citizens  of  Plymouth 
county,  Massachusetts,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  North  River,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  that  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  the  petition; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance,  to  which  was  refbrred  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  Hollinshead,  asking  compensation  for 
reporting  and  collating  the  laws  of  the  Minnesota 
Territory,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  NORRIS,  from  the  Commhtee  on  PatenU 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  waa  referred  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  Moore  and  John  Has- 
call,  reported  the  saVne  without  amendment. 

140TICE  OF  A  BILL, 

Mr.  McRAE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
)MTe  to  introduce  a  bill  to  extend  the  rifi'ht  of  pre- 
emption to  actual  settlers  upon  the  public  lands 
remaining  to  the  United  States  in  the  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  within  six  miles  of  the 
Nfobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  the  price  of  which  has 
been  raised  to  $2  50  per  acre,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress making  the  grant  of  land  to  those  States  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Professor  J.  P.  Espy;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companyu)^  papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afliairs. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Professor  James  P. 
Espy,  and  granting  compensation  for  the  use  of 
his  conical  ventilator;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  reierred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduces  bill  to  mod- 
ify the  several  acts  regulating  the  warehousing  of 
imported  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes; 
wliich  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

DISTRICT  JUDGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

On  motbn  by  Mr.  COOPER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  on  the  20th  instant,  instructing  die 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  district 
juaee  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  eastern  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  so  that  it  shall  hereafler  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  district  jud^  of  the  United 
^States  for  the  southern  district  or  New  York. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Mr.  President,  yesterday  sev- 
eral memorials  on  the  subject  of  Mexican  olaimSv 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
•i^  Relations,  were  reported  back,  and  the  com- 
mittee was  discharged,  and  they  are  now  lying  on 
Uie  table.  I  now  renew  the  motion  which  I  made 
before  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  that  they  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  This  is  a  very  important  investiea- 
iion,  which  I  wish  to  see  thoroughly  and  fully 
made.  While  making  this  motion — which  I  do, 
inasmuch  as  I  presented  many  of  the  memorials 
referred  to — I  wish  to  state,  that  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  expected  that,  by  making  the  motion,  I  desire 
to  go  on  the  conunittee.  I  p^^refer  that  it  should  not 
be  so.  I  am  serving  on  two  other  committees, 
the  duties  of  which  are  very  laborious,  and  fur- 
nish as  much  work  as  I  cafi  do.  Another  reason 
why  I  do  not  wish  to  go  upon  the  committee  is, 
that,  in  the  bourse  of  these  investigations,  a  great 
deal  of  the  documentary  evidence,  and  perhaps  a 
ereat  deal  of  the  oral  evidence,  will  be  in  the  Span- 
ish language,  which  1  do  not  understand.  Tnere 
are  other  members  of  the  Senate  who  do  under- 
stand that  language,  and  whose  constituents  are 
equally  interested  with  mine  in  this  matter.  I  think 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  these  investigations, 
for  some  one  or  two  individuals,  at  least,  who  do 
understand  that  language,  to  be  on  the  committee; 
therefore,  while  I  make  the  motion,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  excused  Trom  serving  on  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  At  the  suggestion  of  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  I  propose  that  the  election  of  the 
committee  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  fixed 
for  one  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  wiU  betaken 
up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  hope  that  the  Chair  will  ap- 
point this  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  prefer 
(hat  the  committee  should  be  elected. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  matters  to  be  referred 
to  this  committee  are  of  great  importance,  and  I 
think  that  a  much  better  selection  would  be  made 
by  the  Chair.  I  therefore  move  that  the  commit- 
tee be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  and  I  hope  that  tha 


Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Downs]  will  assent 
to  that  motion. 

Mr.  DOWNS,    ijiave  no  objection  to  it  at  all. 

JThe  PRESIDENT.  It  reouires  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate^  the  rule  requirii^  that  all 
committees  shall  be  elected. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  prefer  that  the  role  should  be 
complied  with. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  rule  will  be  complied 
with. 

Parker's  water-wheel.. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Yesterday,  or  the  day  be- 
fore, I  presented  several  remonstrances  against 
extending  the  patent  for  the  Parker  water-wheel. 
These  remonstrances  were  laid  upon  the  table,  in 
consequence  of  a  bill  having  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Patents  on  that  subject.  The 
bill,  this  morning,  was  taken  up  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  I  am  glad  of  it. 
I  now  move  that  the  memorials  \^hich  I  presented 
yesterday  morning  may  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents.  I  think  that  the  mill-owners 
of  this  country  should  be  furnished  with  some 
reason  why  this  bill  should  be  passed  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  has  been  reported  by  this  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  memorials  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office  was  agreed 
to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  resumed ,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  way*  and  making  a  gran t.o'f  land,  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  that  State. 

The  pending  question  being  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Ukderwood, 

Mr.  GEYER  resumed  and  finished  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday,  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  replied,  and  advocated  bin 
amendment. 

[Our  report  of  these  speeches  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix.1 

On  motion,  tne  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednksdat,  February  25, 1852. 
ThelEiouse  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  MISSOURI. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  before 
the  House  is  House  bill  No.  104,  being  a  bill 
granting  the  right  of  way  and  middng  a  donation 
of  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  1^ertain  railroads  therein.  The 
question  immediately  pending  is  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  upon  which  question  the 
centleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wklch]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HilBARD,  by  unanimous 

consent,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  leave  be  grantsd  to  wilMraw  fhnn  Hm 
filet  of  the  Houae  the  papera  of  Sarah  Smithy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  refereoce  in  the  Senato. 

Mr.  JOHNSO^r,  of  Arkansas.  I  ask  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afi*air8.    Will  the 

gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Welch]  permit  me  to 
ring  forward  a  matter  which  is  of  ^eat  import- 
ance! and  oueht  to  be  acted  upon  immediately  ? 
I  send  the  bui  up  to  the  Chair*  and  ask  that  it  be 
read,  as  well  as  the  amendment  which  has  been 
offered  to  it,  and  which  has  been  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiiirs. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  creating  a  superintend- 
ency  of  Indian  affairs  for  California,  and  making 
other  provisions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    I  do  not  believe  this  bill  can 

five  rise  to  any  debate.  I  will  state,  further,  that 
ere  is  the  annual  communication  from  the  de- 
partment of  Indian  affairs,  in  which  they  urge 
upon  us  that  we  shall  acL    I  will  say  distinctly, 


that  the  (Government  uraes  that  we  shall  act  upov* 
this  matter,  that  the  Senate  hate  acted— have 
taken  up  the  bill  and  passed  it  at  on«e,and  sent  it 
here— that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afairt  have 
also  acted,  and  agreed  unanimoui^  la  the  bill^ 
with  one  amendment  only,  and  have  iaeCructed 
me  to  wrge  upon  the  House  that  this  basinets  »haU 
be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  There  are  a  griai 
many  such  cases. 

Mr.  WELCH.  If  it  wiH  take  but  Uttle  time,  I 
will  give  way.  I  have  not  distinctly  understood 
how  much  time  it  will  take. 

Mr.  JOHNSCHi.  I  wish  merely  to  etplain  the 
bill,  and  then  call  the  previous  questioB.  I  pro- 
pose  to  put  it  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  objected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If,  then,  the  public  iotereitt 
sufier,  it  is  not  my  fkult. 

Mr.  KING.    NotataU. 

Mr.  McN  AIR.  Will  the  g^entleraanpennil  an 
to  withdraw  some  papers  for  reference? 

Mr.  WELCH.  I  cannot  consent  for  one  with- 
out consenting  in  like  cases  for  others,  and  mj 
time  would  in  that  way  be  all  used  up. 

On  yesterday  I  proposed  an  amenament  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  and  I  intended  at 
the  time  I  did  so  to  occupy  no  more  time  tbas 
should  be  necessary  to  explain  iu  meaninr  tad 
operation.  Having  the  opportunity  now,  1  will 
use  it,  to  say  a  few  words  upon  that  amendmeu. 
I  was  not  aware  at  the  time  I  offered  the  ameod- 
ment — which  contains  a  proposition  to  make  a 
grant  of  public  lands  for  the  construction  of  a  nil- 
road  from  St.  Louis,  to  connect  with  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad — that  we  had  pending  before 
us,  as  I  learn  we  have,  flrom  the  same  committet 
which  rep>orted  this  bill,  a  bitl  for  a  similar  grant, 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  St.  Lmiis  to 
the  city  of  Cincinnati.  It  would  have  been  much 
more  appropriate, and  1  certainly  shall  avail  mysdf 
of  the  opportunity,  when  it  occurs,  to  ofier  ny 
amendment  to  that  bill.  I  had  hoped  to  obtaio 
a  vote  upon  the  amendment,  in  connection  with 
this  bill,  but  of  that  I  see  no  prospect  at  presenL 
I  was  in  hopes  that  the  amenament  id  the  amend- 
ment would  have  been  accepted » and  ti^n  I  might 
have  offered  this  as  a  substitute  for  tfaearoeiMlneBt 
so  amended;  but  I  find  that  there  is  a  motioo 
pending  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which,  I  beliere, 
precludes  the  amendment  I  harrsugj^esied.  Htr- 
in?  offered  it,  or  rather  having  had  it  read  at  die 
C&rk's  desk,  I  avail  myself  of  the  {^portuniiyto 
say  a  few  words  by  way  of  enforcing,  notsomoeli 
that  spetific  amendment,  as  the  princ^eiAToWedt 
which  is  this:  that  we  should  ennt  the  public 
lands,  or  portions  of  them,  in  aid  of  the  cei»tnK- 
tion  of  railroads,  wherever  it  can  be  done  without 
detracting  from  the  aggrmile  value  of  the  public 
lands.  That  is  the  principle  upon  which  this  grant 
of  lands  to  the  Missouri  railroads  has  been  adro- 
/»ted  by  its  friends.  That  is  the  principle  upes 
which  members  from  Missouri,  the  gentlemaa 
iVom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Oaa,]  and  other  fcn- 
Uemen  put  their  advocacy  of  it.  It  is  a  prio* 
ciple,  I  say,  which  necessarily  comes  within  the 
purview  of  this  amendment.  There  is  a  clear  and 
palpable  distinction,  which  has  been  noticed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Oarolxna,  [Mr.  Out,]  be- 
tween that  principle  and  the  appropriation  m  tse 
public  treasures  of  the  nation  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  works  of  internal-  improvement*. 
One  is  an  appropriation  from  the  publie  T^'*''*^ 
for  the  purpose  of  making  works  o^  general  and 
public  utility;  the  other  is  a  grant  of  porUorti 
of  the  pubUe  lands^-^fumd  which  the  Goremmert 
hokls  m  trust  for  the  generalgood— in  cases  «1i«« 
it  will  not  diminish  the  value  of  the  fund.  I  bare 
heard  no  gentleman  speak  in  this  House  "P*^'???^ 
of  these  measures,  ana  I  have  read  nothing  iwdby 
any  gentleman  in  the  other  branch  of  Coh^wWi 
from  which  it  cannot  be  inftrred,lhalthi«»  «» 
a  proper  and^admissible  principle,  and  on«  ^^'^ 
should  be  carried  out.  Is  it  true,  then,  thatif  yoa 
make  the  grant,  which  I  propose,  for  tbeconatmc- 
tion  of  arailroad  from  St.  Louis  to  connect  with  tue 
BalUmore  and  Ohio  laih-oad,  so  as  to  £ire  us  one 
continuous  road  from  the  eastern  sea-hoaiw  to  tne 
western  borders  of  the  State,  you  will  not  by  IBW 
grant  diminish  the  value  of  the  public  domaw.  J 
maintain  that  you  will  not.    I  beliere  that  jw 

will  by  that  means  add  as  much  to  the  '•©wwj 
I  puWicdomain.aswiUaqtialUisfahiiofthiiwhici 
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Is  ^mntad.  That  is  the  qdestion  to  which  I  wiah 
eep«cia}tv  to  invito  the  attention  of  members;  and 
it  IS  fortius  purpose,  more  than  anything  ebe,  that 
1  offer  this  amendment.  I  wish  to  set  gentlemen 
to  thinking  «pon  the  subject,  that  they  may  carry 
«ut  the  views  and  arguments  which  they  them- 
selves have  already  advanced.  The  result,  I  Wum- 
btj  ooseeive,  most  be,  that  gentlemen  wiH  see  this 
snbieet  in  the  same  light  in  which  1  see  it. 

We  are  told  by  one  of  the  members  from  Mis> 
souri,  [Mr.  Millbr,!  in  his  advocacy  of  the  prioci- 
ple  of  this  bill,  that  this  great  road  from  Baltimore 
Co  St.  LcHiis,  and  other  like  roads,  are  **  arf^Het ** 
for  the  oommerce  of  the  country ^-«  very  iiappy 
fi^re  to  ithislrate  their  vivifying  power  and  health- 

Svingenei^.   But  they  seem  to  take  it  for  granted 
at  all  the  public  need  do  is  to  turn  their  attention 
and  energy  to  the  construction  of  remote  sections 
of  these  roads,  and  that  the  middle  sections  will  be 
built  as  a  matter  of  course.    They  take  that  for  a 
fixed  fact.    It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  any  one  of 
these  roads,  conn^tting  the  East  and  West,  will, 
without  some  such  aid,  be  constructed  within  any 
reasonable  time.    I  am  told  that  there  has  been  al- 
ready granted  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  that  part 
of  tkese  railroads  running  throueh  the  **  eastern 
slope*' of  the  continent,  spoken  of  by  thegentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rantovl,]  in  the  shape 
of  remission  of  duties  upon  railroad  iron  imported, 
the  amount  of  about  ft6,000,000»    Now,  a  propo- 
sition is  before  us,  in  the  shape  of  this  bill,  to  make 
a  grant  of  lands  to  an  amount  less  Ulan  two  mil- 
lions of  money  in  value,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  western  ends  of  these  great  thoroughfkres. 
Shall  nothing  be  done  for  the  middle  sections  ?  And 
let  me  say,  by  the  way,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
undttvtood  as  being  exclusively  partial  to  the  par- 
ticular road  I  have  marked  out  in  this  amendment. 
I  offered  it  for  the  purpose  of  testmg  the  principle 
involved,  and  if  there  are  gentlemen  ha«  in  ikvor 
of  taking'up  the  other  Missouri  road  at  Hannibal, 
and  carrying  it  on,  throufi:h  a  more  central  region 
of  the  three  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Ohio, 
to  Wheeline  or  some  other  point,  and  who  will 
offer  a  similar  amendment,  I  will  go  with  them. 
It  is  the  principle  I  insist  upon. 

Out  or  some  fourteen  hundred  millions  of  acres 
of  public  lands,  this  bill  proposes  to  grant  a  million 
and  a  half  for  the  construction  of  Uiese  two  rail- 
roads in  Missouri;  and  the  amendment  proposes 
10  mnt,  I  think,  about  three  millions  and  a  half 
additiona},  to  continue  one  of  these  roads  to  the 
Atlantic,  connecting  with  one  which  is  already  in 
part  built;  and  thus  give  you  a  thoroui?hfare  from 
the  remote  East  to  the  remote  Westr— Uirough  the 
entire  Union,  and  through  the  central  part  of  it, 
and  along  that  channel  whicn  is  the  shortest, 
cheapest,  and  best  in  every  respect — that  which  is 
marked  out  by  the  finger  of  nature  itself.  Why 
should  we  speak  of  a  grant  of  this  kind  as  a  grant 
to  a  SttUe — as  a  ^rant  to  Missouri,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
or  Virginia?  It  is  a  grant  to  the  public.  It  is  an 
application  of  the  pufiic  funds  to  the  public  use— 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  It  is  carrying  out, ' 
in  my  humble  view,  in  a  most  appropriate  man- 
ner that  trust  which  was  confided  to  us  when 
these  public  lands  were  placed  in-our  charge.  One 
and  a  hadf  million  is  a  very  small  fraction  of  four- 
teen hundred  millions.  I  ask  you  to  add  three 
and  a  half  millions  more,  making  in  all  five  mil- 
lions, and  leaving  you  thirteen  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five millions,  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent,  of 
which  will  lie  unproductive  for  an  indefinite  time 
tu  cofne,  if  one  or  more  of  these  great  works  is 
not  constructed. 

I  believe,  as  the  advocates  of  this  bill  contend, 
that  if  you  grant  thb  one  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  these  railroads 
in  Missouri,  the  still  remaining  portion  of  tlie 
public  domain  in  that  State  wiU  oe  worth  more 
than  the  whole  now  is.  1  have  no  doubt  of  that. 
I  believe  that  would  be  the  effect  even  if  these  rail- 
roads should  stop  at  the  Mississippi  river,  and  if 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  should  stop 
where  it  now  is.  I  have  no  doubt  the  construction 
of  these  roads  through  the  State  ot  Missouri  alone, 
would  add  more  to  the  value  of  the  public  domain 
tban  would  be  taken  froni  that  value  by  the. grant 
of  this  one  million  and  a  half  of  acres. 

But  the  question  I  propound  is,  whetlier  you 
will  not  by  making  this  additional  grant  of  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  and  by  the  com- 
pletion  of  this  road,  leave  the  still  remaining 
oalanee  of  the  pubtio  domain  worth  more  than  it 


was  before  either  road  was  constructed,  i  cannot 
for  a  moment  entertain  a  doubt  on  thatsubJecU 
Why,  what  is  the  root  and  ipainspring  of  modern 
greatness?  it  is  modem  invention-^-modern  ira*- 
provemenUi-inveations  in  the  arts  and  sciences 
and  improvements  resnitiag  therefrom^-and  at  the 
head  of  those  stands  tlie  steam  engine.  The  rail- 
roads of  thiscountry  have,  more  thim  anythin^else, 
contributed  to  our  gi^eatness.  Here  ia  a  railcpad 
which  is  the  great  railroad,  the  central  railroad, 
the  railroad  of  railroads.  The  track  is  marked 
out  by  nature,  and  was  desig^ned  for  the  same  end 
as  the  Constitution  under  which  we  live — to  make 
us  a  great  people.  The  steam  engine  stands  ready, 
we  have  the  funds,  and  we  have  but  to  appropriate 
them,  build  the  road,  and  bid  the  engine  *'^o." 

1  wish  gentlemen  to  sit  down,  in  theirquiet  mo- 
ments, and  present  to  their  own  minds  a  picture  of 
(his  country,  and  of  its  commerce,  as  it  will  be 
when  these  **  arteries'*  are  run  through  it,  I  beg 
them  to  estima^  their  influence  upon  real  estate— 
not  alone  upon  the  public  domain,  the  unsold  lands 
•^-hut  also  upon  the  much  more  valuable  land  that 
has  become  private  property;  and  surely  that  is  a 
thing  of  some  importance.  But,  if  you  wish  to 
confine  your  view  to  the  pubhc  domains-taking 
that  view  of  it  which  the  most  strict  construction- 
ists take— still  the  benefit  and  appreciation  must 
be  immense.  This  will  be  the  great  backbone  of 
public  improvements,  the  great  **  artery"  of  our 
mtemal  commerce,  and  with  its  branches  and  ram- 
ifications in  all  directions,  will  carry  from  the  great 
commercial  heart  of  the  country  the  life's  blood 
to  the  most  remote  regions.  It  will  not  be  con- 
finedi  in  its  influence,  to  the  value  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  limit  df  six  miles,  or  fifteen  miles, 
on  each  side  of  the  roads  through  Missouri,  but 
will  operate  upon  the  entire  State  of  Missouri — 
upon  all  the  puhlic  lahds  within  her  borders.  Such 
will  not  be  the  eflfect  if  you  make  it  a  sectional, 
local,  disjointed  fragment  of  a  road.  It  will  then 
be- no  *'  artery*'  at  all.  How  can  you  draw  upon 
the  fountains  of  the  life's  blood,  unless  you  have 
an  artery  that  reaches  to  the  heart?  This  is  the 
principle— these  are  the  considerations — which  I 
think  mvolved  in  the  amendment. 

I  wish  now  to  say  a  few  words  upon.another 
subject,  which  is  not,  in  fad,  connected  with  this 
bill  at  all,  but  which  has  been  adverted  to  by  the 

fmtleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  RantoulI — 
mean  the  tarifif.  I  catmot  for  my  life  see  wnat 
connection  that  has  with  the  subject  under  oonsid- 
eiation — the  construction  of  these  railroads.  The 
gentleman  placed  his  advocacy  of  thb  measure 
upon  the  principle  that  it  would  be  a  great  public 
benefit  to  construct  this  road  its  entire  length, 
but,  4ike  other  gentlemei?,  fril  into  the  mistake  of 
taking  it  for  granted,  that  if  these  roads  in  Mis- 
souri wete  constructed  the  balance  of  the  road 
would  be  constructed  by  th«  people  themselves. 
It  is  true  that  the  people  have  taken  this  matter  in 
hand;  that  thev  have  exerted  all  their  energies; 
that  they  have  lefl  no  stone  unturned.  They  have 
resorted  to  every  means,  to  taxation,  to  every 
description  of  bonds— county  bonds,  corporation 
bonds,  and  railroad  bonds;  but,  I  teH  you,  you 
must  not  and  cannot  safely  take  it  for  gran ted'that 
the  middle  portions  of  this  road  will  be  closed  up 
and  completed.  We  are  lust  in  the  condition  in 
which  the  man  was  when  he  called  upon  Hercules 
to  help  him  out  of  the  mud.  One  lirt  from  Un^Ie 
Sam,  even  with  his  \e(i  hand, — his  little  finger, 
would  take  us  out  of  the  mhre  and  set  us  on  our 
feet.  It  is  not  true  that  there  is  any  reasonable 
hope  that,  within  any  time  not  indefinitely  remote, 
these  roads  can  be  completed  by  the  people  unaid- 
ed. Now  is  the  very  time  to  extend  to  them  this 
aid.    I  assure  you  it  would  be  most  acceptable. 

But  I  was  going  on  to  remark,  that  it  was  taking 
this  view  of  the  question  and  starting  frdkp  this 
point,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
branched  oflT  on  to  the  tariff,  and  made  an  on- 
slaught upon  it,  the  pertinency  of  which  I  could 
not  see.  If  his  remarks  were  in  order,  it  will 
certainly  be  in  order  fbr  me  to  reply  to  them. 

I  wish  only  to  notice  one  or  two  propositions, 
which  seemed  to  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  all 
that  the  gentleman  said  in  regard  to  the  tariflT. 
The  first  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  this;  that  the  price  of  the  produce 
exp<orted  from  the  United  States  for  the  four  years 
ending  in  1849,  and  also  for  the  four  years  ending 
in  18^9,  exceeded,  by  $125,000,000,  the  price  of 
the  s«ine  articles  exported  during  the  four  years 


that  commenced  in  1842.  The  gentleman  seemed 
to  wish  to  deduce  from  this  an  argument  against 
the  tariflT  of  1842.  That  seemed  to  be  the  drifl 
of  his  argument  upon  this  subject,  throughout. 
But  grant  the  gentleman's  facts,  and  what  do 
they  prove?  If  it  be  true,  that  articles  of  domestic 
produce  commanded  higher  prices  during  the  last 
four  years  than  they  did  dWing  the  middle  term, 
that  proves  nothing.  You  wDl  remember  that 
during  the  first  pericKJ,  prices  were  regulated,  and 
regulated  at  very  high  notches,  by  the  inflated 
state  of  the  currency.  During  the  latter  period, 
terminating  in  1850,  we  had,  in  1847- '8,  the  famine 
in  Europe,  and  in  1849  we  had  the  failure  of  the 
wheat  crop  here,  and  these  facts  are  sufllcient  to 
account  for  the  fact — if  it  be  a  fact — that  prices  were 
comparatively  high  during  this  latter  period. 

Tne  gentlematrs  estimates  of  produce  exported 
during  the  twelve  years  named  consisted  mamly  in 
the  very  large  amount  of  cotton  exported.  He 
has  not  seen  proper  to  place  in  comparison  the 
prices,  during  that  period,  of  the  staple  articles  of 
the  produce  of  the  North,  such  as  wheat,  flour, 
and  pork.  We  all  know  how  it  is  with  cotton. 
The  price  of  that  article  depends  upon  the  quan- 
tity produced;  no  anti-protectionist  ever  denied 
that  if  you  were  to  take  away  from  the  cotton 
growers  their  domestic  market  for  cotton,  and 
leave  them  tlie  Europeail  market  alone,  that  the 
efliect  would  be  to  diminieh  the  price  per  pound  of 
cotton.  It  is  not  possible  that  it  should  t>e  other- 
wise, provided  the  crop  grown  were  the  .same. 
You  cannot  eat  cotton  as  you  do  wheat.  It  must 
all  go  to  market,  the  entire  crop.  It  must  all  go 
to  the  manufacturer,  either  here  or  elsewhere. 
Now,  is  it  probable  Uiat  one  market  fbr  a  crop, 
all  of  which  must  go  to  a  market,  will  afiford  a 
better  price  for  that  crop  than  two  markets  ?  Since 
the  enactment  of  the  tariff  of  1846  the  tables  show 
that  the  domestic  manufacture  of  raw  cotton  has 
decreased  to  the  extent  of  about  160,000  bales  per 
year.  Of  course,  if  the  amount  of  cotton  grown 
during  that  period  was  the  same  as  formerly,  this 
additional  amount  would  be  thrown  into  the  Euro- 
pean market.  The  ouestion ,  then ,  is,  whether  the 
price  per  pound  would  be  diminished.  As  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  no  one  can  deny  that  it  would 
have  tne  eflfect  to  declvase  the  price  per  pound. 
If  it  be  a  fact,  that  during  this  latter  term  of  four 
years,  as  the  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts  says, 
the  price  of  cotton  has  ranged  higher,  it  must  have 
depended  upon  some  other  cause — ^it  must  nave 
dq>ended  upon  the  amount  of  the  crop  ^wn. 
But  why  dia  not  the  gentleman  extend  his  com- 
parison a  little  further?  Why  not  include  1851  ? 
He  saw  proper  to  leave  that  year  out  of  his  calcu» 
lation.  Why  did  he  not  inquire  what  was  the 
present  price  of  cotton,  and  compare  that  with  the 
price  at  former  periods  ?  He  has  not  seen  proper 
to  do  so.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man to  one  sentence  firom  the  London  E^nomist, 
of  a  late  date— within  a  few  weeks.  In  speaking 
of  cotton,  it  says: 

*<  Allliolich  it  [cotton]  to  new  above  the  rates  of  July  lait, 
it  has  bMO lower  but  once  within  the  last  ten  yeow." 

The  purpose  of  the  Tie  w  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  evidently  was  to  show  that 
the  effect  of  the  tarifif  t)f  1842  was  to  diminish 
the  price  of  domestic  produce,  and  that  the  effect 
of  tne  tariff*  of  1846  was  to  increase  that  price. 
How  can  the  gentleman  believe  that?  Can  he 
look  at  these  tables,  which  I  must  charitably 
believe  he  has  never  looked  at,  and  come  to  that 
conclusion  ?  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  gen-< 
tleman  to  some  extracts  from  those  tables«-I  speak 
particularly  of  those  oontaiaed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  mistaken  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  my  abstracts,  l^hey  relate  to  quantities 
and  not  pieces.  No  tables  are  needed  to  show  the 
present  low  prices  of  breadstuffs  as  compared  with 
those  of  1846  titA  1847.  Before  calling  attention 
to  my  abstracts,  then,  I  ought  to  state  the  gentle- 
man s  second  proposition,  which  was,  that  the 
exports  of  domestic  produce,  per  year,  under  the 
tariff^  of  1846,  had  exceeded  those  under  that  of 
1842.  I  might  say,  again,  what  of  that?  What 
does  that  prove?  Ai  I  have  already  stated,  of 
course,  if  you  diminish  the  amount  or  the  domes- 
tic manufacture  of  cotton  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  bales,  that  quantity  goes  to  a  foreign 
market,  and  to  that  extent  swells  the  amount  ei^ 
ported.    The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  you 
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can  find  a  foreign  market  for  that  additional  auan-  I 
tity.  That  is  the  difficulty.  Cotton  musi  nnd  a  i 
market,  if  it  is  only  at  one  cent  per  pound.  You  | 
Riust  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  manu&clurer  and  | 
take  such  prices  as  he  c^n  aflTord  to  give.  i 

Havinjg:  accounted  for  the  increased  amount  of 
exportation  since  1646,  by  the  fact  that  160,000 
hales  of  cotton » formerly  manufactured  here,  were 
sent  abroad,  I  proceed  to  show  tliat  the  amount 
of  exportation  of  articles  of  agricultural  produce^ 
other  than  cotton,  have  been  ^eatly  and  uniformly 
diminished  by  the  tariiTof  lS46,  and  increased  by 
that  of  1842. 

The  tariff  of  1842  did  not,  to  any  extent,  get 
int6  operation  before  1843,  nor  was  its  career 
materially  broken  off  before  1847.  The  capital  in- 
vested was  not  withdrawn  to  any  considerable 
extent  until  about  the  latter  period.  But  in  order 
to  be  fair,  I  have  put  the  year  1847 — the  year  of 
the  famine — into  each  period,  making  toe  first 
period  run  from  1842  to  1847  inclusive,  and  the 
fhtter  from  1647  to  1851  inclusive.  Here  is  the 
table: 

Value  t\fhrettdstvffs  and  ffrovisUms  exported  annuaUy 
from  1843  to  1851,  inclusive — omitting  fractions. 

In  1843 $11,000,000 

In  1844 16,000,000 

In  1845 17,000,000 

In  1846 27,000.000 

In  1847 68,000.000 

In  1848 37,000,000 

In  1849 38,000,000 

In  1850 26,000,000 

In  1851 21,000,000 

Now  here  is  a  regular  flight  of  steps.  You 
baye  to  go  up  one  set  and  come  down  the  other. 
It  is  as  plain  as  argument  can  make  it.  It  is  like 
a  swell  m  music.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  argues  to  Missouri  farmers  that 
the  quantity  of  exports  of  agricultural  production 
has  mcreased  under  the  tariff* of  1846,  and  dimin- 
ished under  the  tariff  of  1842.  As  1  remarked,  I 
am  bound  charitably  to  conclude  that  he  has  not 
looked  over  these  tables.  Commencing  with  1843, 
the  swell  increases  regularly  till  1847,  and  then 
diminishes  down  to  the  present  time,  thus:  68, 37, 
38,  26, 21.  At  1851  you  are  almost  brought  back 
again  to  the  original  eleven  millions  from  which 
you  set  out  in  1843.  If  gentlemen  do  not  believe 
tliat  the  tariff  of  1842  increased  the  quantity  of 
exports,  here  are  the  figures,  and  they  may  ex- 
amine them  for  themselves. 

But  here  is  another  table:  This  gives  the  entire 
amount  of  exports,  including  cotton,  and  also  the 
entire  amount  of  imports;  showing,  also,  the 
amount  of  specie  exported,  and  the  balance  against 
us,  froin  1843  to  1847,  inclusive,  omitting  fractions. 
These  items  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  wholly  omitted.  This  table  shows  that  the 
exports  from. 1843  to  1847  were: 

Domestic  produce 4529,000,000 

Specie 28,000,000 

Reexported 32,000,000 

Making  in  all |589,000,000 

Total  imports. 558,000,000 

Balance,  fitrta $31,000,000 

Showing  a  balance  of  $31,000,000  in  our  favor, 
with  an  exportation  of  specie  to  only  $28,000,000; 
■o  that  we  might  have  kept  our  specie  at  home,  and 
•till  been  creditors  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000. 

That  is  from  the  period  fVom  1643  to  1847,  in- 
clusive. How  is  it  with  the  period  covered  by 
the  present  tariff,  from  1847  to  1851,  inclusive? 
It  is  as  follows: 

Total  imports  and  exports  from  1847  to  1851,  in- 
clusive, omitting  fractions. 

.    Exports.— Specie $6^,000,000 

Domestic  produce...  724,000,000 
Rei^xported 41,000,000 


Total  exports $826,000,000 

Tot) I  imports  for  the  same 
period $851,000,000 

Balance,  against  us $25,000,000 

This  balance  against  us,  added  to  the  $61 ,000,000 
of  specie  exported,  makes  a  total  balance  against 
us,  from  1847  to  1851,  inclusive,  of  $86,000,000. 
In  the  other  case,  from  1843  to  1847,  inclusive, 
the  same  balance  was  $3,000,000  in  our  favor. 


Here  i»a  difference  .of  $89,000,000  in  the  way  of 
debtor  and  creditor. 

But  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 

from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rantoul,]  and  of  the 

House,  to  one  other  table,  and  that  is  the  one 

which  shows  the  effects  of  the  two  tariffs  upon  the 

''  iron  interest. 

The  importations  of  iron  from  1843  to  1851, 
inclusive,  omiMiag  fractions,  was  as  follows: 

In  1844 1 89,000  tons. 

In  1845 96,000  •• 

In  1846 69,000  ** 

In  1847 60,000  •• 

In  1848 153,000  " 

In  1849 289,000  *•' 

In  1850 337,000  " 

In  1851 341,000  «* 

I  have  not  tlie  amount  for  the  v^ar  1843,  but  I 
believe  it  is  larger  than  that  of  the  succeeding 
year. 

Here  is  another  musical  swell — steps  up,  up, 
and  then  down  again; and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rantoul]  advances  an  aigu- 
ment  designed  to  prove — if  it  was  designed  to  prove 
anything — that  the  importation  of  iron  has  been  di- 
minished by  free  trade, and  increased  by  a  protect- 
ive tariff.  By  this  table,  you  will  |>erceive  the  ex- 
ports of  iron,  from  *43  to  '47  inclusive,  runs  down 
from  89,000  tons  to  60,000  tons,  and  that  from  '48 
to  '51  inclusive,  they  run  up  from  153,000  to  341,000 
tons.    That  is  the  importation  of  iron  alone. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  that 
in  1840  we  manufactured  only  295,000  Ixiles  of 
cotton,  and  that  in  1850  we  manufactured  641,000 
bales.  For  what  purpose  is  that  comparison  made  ? 
Why,  to  prove  that  the  tariff  of  1846  has  increased 
the  amount  of  the  manufacture, of  domestic  cotton. 
Does  the  gentleman  believe  that  proposition  ?  Can 
he  believe  it?  The  tables  will  sljow  him, as  I  have 
said,  that  the  domestic  manufacture  of  cotton  has 
fallen  off  160,000  bales  since  ^846.  Let  him  com- 
pare the  years  1846  and  1851,  and  he  will  see  that 
there  is  that  difference  in  favor  of  the  former  year. 
He  says,  that  the  domestic  manufacture  of  cotton 
has  quadrupled  within  the  last  twenty  years.  Sup- 
pose it  has,  what  has  effected  the  result  ?  The 
tariffs  of  1828, 1832,  and  1842.  No  thanks,  for 
that  result,  to  the  tariff  of  1846.  Its  work  has 
been  all  in  the  opposite  direction. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  iron,  the  domestic  man* 
ufacture  of  which,  says  the  gentleman,  has  in  the 
last  twenty  years,  increased  from  165,000^  tons  to 
627,000  tons.  That  is  the  work  of  our  protective 
tariffs  of  1828,  1832,  and  1842.  The  effect  of  the 
tariff  of  1846  on  iron,  is  shown  by  the  tables.  It 
increased  the  importation  from  60,000  tons  in 
1646,  tfi  341,000  tons  in  1851.  How  can  the  gen- 
tleman, then,  take  any  credit  to  the  tariff  of  1846, 
from  the  increase  of  the  domestic  mamifactdre  of 
iron  during  the  last  twenty  years?  None  is  due 
to  it.  Had  we  been  under  its  blighting  influences 
during  the  whole  period,  that  branch  of  business 
would  have  languished  and  died  out,  and  Eng- 
land would  now  be  furnishing  us  all  our  iron;  and 
such  will  be  the  result,  should  that  tariff  be  suf- 
fered to  continue  for  twenty  years  to  come. 

But  in  the  midst  of  the  gentleman's  free  trade 
argument,  he  says,  amon^  other  things,  **  take  off 
your  restrictions  and  limitations,  and  let  the  rote 
maierials  come  in  free. "  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
is  a  tariff  argument,  and  not  a  free  trade  argument. 
What  is  that  but  a  restriction  and  limitation  on 
commerce.  It  is  nothing  else,  unless  you  propose 
to  let  ever}fthi$ig  come  in  free,  and  to  raise  your 
revenue  by  direct  taxation.  I,  too,  say,  let  the 
raw  material  come  in  free,  or,  at  least,  with  dis- 
criminations  in  favor  of  its  importation.  That  is 
one  of  the  two  leading  principles  of  a  protective 
tariff;  low  duties  on  raw  materials,  and  higher 
duties  on  the  manufactured  article.  Both  look  to 
the  encouragement  of  the  domestic  manu^cture. 
The  gentleman  favors  one,  but  opposes  the  other. 

The  gentleman's  leading  idea  seems  to  be  to 
open  up  roads  to  the  West,  as  a  **  means"  to  pre- 
verU  Ike  springing  up  qf  manufactures  in  the  WesL 
jEIis  means  are  ^ood,  but  his  end  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, bad.  ^  Has  it  ever  ocx;urred  to  the  gentleman 
that  here  is  another  high  protective  tariff  doctrine 
of  his?  Jdeans  to  keep  aown,  or  break  down, 
manufacturing  in  the  West,  for  the  benefit  of 
**  manufacturers"  on  the  **  Eastern  slope i"  That 
doctrine  from  a  free  trade  man !  What  means? 
Why,  to  cheapen  and  facilitate  the  transportation. 


That  is  the  same,  in  effect,  as  it  would  be  to  r»« 
move  the  duties  on  foreign  importations,  and  give 
to  them  a  cheap  and  free  transit.  A  tariff  of  ihmy 
percent,  is  an  obstruction  between  New  York  aiid 
Loudon.  The  hills  and  rocks  and  rtvem  are  the 
obstructions  between  Lowell  and  Misssuri.  It 
has  been  the  business  of  England  lo  use  these 
means  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  oMnufac- 
tories  on  our  **  Eastern  8k>pe,"  for  many  yean. 
It  has  been  ours  to  counteract  ihem.  The  strug:- 
gle  has  continued  during  the  whole  period  of 
our  existence  as  a  nation.  1  am  afraid  we  are 
about  to  pull  down  the  barriers,  and  give  up  the 
contest.  If  we  do,  the  gentleman's  own  logic 
shows  that  we  will  be  to  England  what  he  withes 
to  make  Missouri  to  his  manufactories  on  the 
**  Eastern  slope"— hewers  of  wood  and  drawertof 
water — and  tnat,  too,  without  any  wood  to  hev, 
or  water  to  draw.  The  E^t  will  then  be  mere 
conduit  pipes,  through  which  to  carry  the  agricul- 
tural products  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississinpi  to 
Europe.  In  that  state  of  thii%s  the  gentlemao 
thinks  he  sees  the  future  glory  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  plan  is  the  converse  of  til 
tl^  1  desire,  so  far  as  we  reasonably  can,  to  do 
our  own  manufacturing;  to  live  withm  our  ova 
resources,  and  keep  out  of  debt;  to  husband  our 
means,  and  build  our  own  roads  with  -oor  ova 
money,  and  not  with  money  borrowed  from  Engo 
land,  .and  for  which  we  are  mortgaging  the  roads 
as  fast  as  made,  as  well  as  tfa«  uinds  through 
which  they  pass.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker, that  bau- 
ruptcy  will  be  the  future  of  this  country,  if  we 
follow  out  his  views. 

But  I  will  not  follow  the  gentleman  farther. 
This  is  no  place  for  a  tariff  speech.  When  a  proper 
occasion  occurs,  I  may  say  more  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  BENNETT  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  wish  to  inouire  whether 
the  amendment  of  my  colles^e  (Mr.  Weus) 
was  read  yesterday  simply  for.  informatioD,  or 
whether  it  is  now  under  consideration? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  read  only  for  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bennett]  to  aaow  an  ameod- 
ment,  which  I  intend  to  offer  at  a  proper  time,  to 
be  read  to  this  House. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  have  an  amendment  which 
will  consume  considerable  time. 

Mr.  GREY.    I  only  wapt  my  amendment  read. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  Other  gentlemen  will  dedre 
the  same  privilege.  Mr.  Speaker,  before  proceeding 
with  this  debate,  and  to  say  what  I  have  to  my 
about  this  bill,  I  desire  to  propose  an  nmendraeat, 
or  rather  a  substitute  for  the  bill.  I  move  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted,  or  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to 
report  as  a  substitute  for  it  the  bill  which  I  aeod 
to  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  bill  sent  up  to  the  Chair  was  the  bill  intro- 
duced, with  the  following  additional  sections: 

Src  .  7.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  !•  herehy  xv- 
erally  sranted  to  eacb  Bute  in  which  there  an*  public  ludc, 
to  aid  In  the  coMtruction  of  railroads,  except  that  Sttie  i» 
which  the  largest  amount  has  been  granted  fbr  that  purpose, 
a  sufficient  amount  Of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stato,  ia- 
dudintt  the  amount  (If  any)  heretofore  franlc<i  ^or  the  pur- 
pwe  aforesaid,  in  each  of  said  Stales  respectircly.  to  onke 
each  of  said  States  equal  accordiua  to  represantatioa  by  tke 
last  census,  in  the  grants  of  land  for  railroad  purpose,  ud 
a  grant  of  the  right  of  way  and  to  aid  in  the  constmctiot 
of  railroads  in  said  Btates  respectively,  to  the  antoaat  afbr«- 
said,  is  hereby  saverally  loade  to  each  of  said  States  m  Itw 
same  terms,  with  the  same  reservations,  and  opon  theums 
conditions  in  every  respect  as  are  contained  in  the  act  en- 
titled **  An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  and  msklag  Sfnot 
of  land  to  the  States  of  niinois,  Mississippi,  and  AMvM, 
in  aid  of  the  coiistrucdon  of  a  railroad  Onmn  Chicago  to  Mo- 
bile," passed  September  20.  1850,  and  all  the  provisionf  of 
Mcfd  act  are  hereby  extended  and  applied  to  the  grsntt 
hereby  made  to  tlie  said  several  Suies,  and  to  all  lailroadi 
in  proportion  to  their  length,  made  in  any  erf"  siid  Stai» 
wboUvj  or  in  part,  by  means  of  the  land  graoled  *f  J»**[ 
act    The  amount  of  land  to  which  each  of  said  siiatstniU 
be  entitled  under  this  act,  shall  be  determined  in  conHtmitf 
thereto  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pu^ie  Lands,  and  ^'Jj? 
under  such  regulations  as  he  may  presertbe.    £sch  Strtr, 
so  far  as  may  be,  shall  locate  its  lands  within  Us  osrs  hia- 
its :  Provided,  The  Unds  hereby  granted,  shaU  ^^^ 
construct  or  aid  in  coiistracting  railrcwdf,  and  so  '"f*'2 
remains  undisposed  of  for  more  than  ten  years  afttr  it  a" 
been  located,  shall  revert  to  th«  United  Stsias.  

Sec.  8.  Jind  be  U  further  tnaeUd,  Thtt  th^reietjeKVf 
severally  granted  to  each  S»aie  in  which  the  United  Bw»t 
have  no  public  lands,  a  sufficient  irooant  of  poNic  ami 
for  railroad  purposes,  to  grant  to  each  of  rtid  8tit<* JJ" 
spectively.  according  to  representation  6y  the  *«*|,*3f~2 
one  half  tiie  amount  granted  lo  the  firrt  mentitm^  atsm, 
for  the  same  purpose.    The  Uutted  Stalw  mwl  •""' Jj," 

aH  times  transported  on  the  railroads  made, <'**[*I'J^ 
or  ia  part,  bymesat  of  laadagraated  ^  ihii  set,  UBderiw 
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4ireeti<NM  of  the  P<Mt  OAc«  D«paitnMiit.  and  for  sueh  priceif 
aa  CojizreOT  may  by  Uwr  direct ;  and  all  the  iNrovi«ionii  of 
th«  Mdd  act  for  aidrin^  in  the. construction  of  the  nCilroad 
from  ChicafO  to  Mobii**,  po  f^na  the  ^otne  can  be  mode 
applicable,  are  hereby  extended  and  applied  to  all  railroadi 
Bade  wholly,  or  In  part,  by  meaoti  of  land  hereby  granted. 
l%e  aamuot  to  which  each  of  the  Mid  last  menUoiied  State* 
■ball  be  entitled  to  be  determined  by  the  Coiuniii(»ioner  of 
Public  Lands,  in  enufonnity  with  thi«  act,  and  located  under 
mdi  Kfulatiotia  as  lie  may  preaeribe ;  but  no  8tate  shall 
lueaie  any  of  the  lands  hereby  granted  within  the  lhnit«  of 
any  other  Stole  without  iu  consent :  Provided^  The  lands 
hereby  granted,  shall  be  used  to  construct  or  aid  in  con- 
strucnng  railroads,  and  shall  not  be  sold  for  higher  prices 
ibaQ  the  United  States  landa  are  sold,  and  so  much  as  re- 
uaioa  undisposed  of  for  more  than  ten  years  aAer  the  same 
has  been  located,  shall  revert  to  the  United  Status. 

Sko.  9.  Jfnrf  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  the  amount  of 
km^e  granted  to  the  slate  of  Miiisouri  by  this  act,  to  aid  In 
the  coQstmction  of  the  raUroads  mentioned  in  the  first  sec- 
tion thereof,  sbaU  be  deducted  from  the  amount  to  which 
'  the  State  of  Mi:$60url  shall  be  entitled  under  the sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

The  SPEAKER.  Jhere  is  a  motion  pending 
to  coairoit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  it  is  not  in 
order  either  to  amend  the  bill,  or  to  commit  it  to  any 
other  committee^  until  the  vote  is  taken  upon  the 
pentjiioe  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  BENNETT.  I  did  not  suppose  that  my 
motion  would  be  in  order  until  the  pending  motion 
shall  have  been  disposed  of.  But  cannot  the  mo- 
tion be  entertained  and  decided  after  the  pending 
motion  has  been  voted  upon  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  cannot. 

Mr.  BENNHTT.  Then  I  give  notice  that  I 
intend  to  submit  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  entertain  some  views  upon  this 
subject  diDering  somewhat  from  those  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  House.  In  regard  to  this  bill, 
it  will  be  remarked  that  it  is  only  one,  and  the  first 
of  a  series  of  bills,  to  be  hereafter  introduced,  of  a 
similar  character.    This  is  the  first  of  the  railroad 
bills.    There  have  been  presented  to  the  Commit- 
tal on  Public  Lands  probably  some  thirty  bills  for 
tlieir  conaidemtion,  of  a  like  character  with  this; 
ounI  from  this  number  some  thirteen  or  more  are 
t.4)  be  reported  upon  favorably  to  this  House.    As 
nnaoy  more  have  beeii  presented  in  the  Senate  and 
CLre  under  consideration.    If  these  bills  succeed, 
tAey  will  make  immense  grants — amounting  to 
nuuiy  millions  of  ticres  of  Uie  public  domain — to 
aJd  in  the  construction  of  railroads.    There  is  no 
Slate  in  which  there  are  public  lands  but  will  ap- 
f:»Iy  for  this  aid  for  one  or  two  or  more  roads.    I 
e^m  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  erants  of 
t^is  kind  are  unconstitutional.    Neither  do  I  think 
t  liat  an  open  question.    If  anything  can  be  settled 
bvy  the  action  of  the  Government,  that  (question  is 
»  euled;  because  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
Girorernment,for  thirty  years,  to  grant  these  lands 
to  the  several  States  for  the  construction  of  roads 
and  canals;  so  that  the  whole  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  but  one  addressed  the  committee 
on  this  subject,  [Mr.  Orr,]  to  show  thi  constitu- 
tionality of  it,  it  seems  to  me,  was  to  prove  a  point 
decided.    This  is  no  objection  to  me.    I  believe  it 
is  constitutional  to  make  these  grants;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  that  question  has  been  settled  by  the 
action  of  the  Government,  by  tvery  Congress,  and 
by  the  decisions  of  the  courts. 

But  in  justice,  some  provisions  should  be  made 
for  the  old  States,  also,  out  of  these  public  lands; 
and  it  is  to  that  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  upon  this  occasion.    It  is  not  known  gen-  i 
erally  what  the  amounts  of  these  g^rants  are,  and  | 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  how  much  I 
hat  already  been  granted  to  the  new  States  and  i 
to  the  Territories.    For  that  purpose  1  have  an  I 
official    statement  from  the  Lana  Office,   whiclt 
shows  that  there  has  been  granted  to  the  land 
Scutes— some  twelve  in  number — for  all  purposes, 
and  to  the  Territories,  84,000,000  and  over  of  the 
public  lands.    There  has  been  granted  to  a  part  of 
^fi%e  Slates,  as  follows: 

C^hio 2,273,858.77  acres. 

/^idisuia 3,267,460.61 

^^XUnois 5,584,167.94 

>^\s80uri 3,242,627.00 

KUbsma 2,094,284.00 

Mississippi 4,151,011.00 

Louisiana. 10,210,122.58 

Michigan 6,170,866.00 


K 
(( 
II 
II 
«l 
II 
II 


Arkansas. 6,250,813.00 

Florida 2,022(993.00 

Iowa. 2,713,955.22 

Wiaconsin 3,128,799.00 

7«fUMsaee 3,353^824.00 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


California 500,000.00  acres. 

Minnesota  Territory 2,997,191.00     •* 

Oregon  Territory 12,186,978.00     •« 

New  Mexico 7,493,120.00     " 

Utah 6,681,707.00     " 

Total 84,222,184. 12     " 


And  there  have  been  sold  of  the  public  lands 
only  one  hundred  and  one  millions  and  some  odd 
acres.  So  that  there  has  been  actually  given  away, 
by  grants  to  the  new  States  and  to  the  Territories, 
an  fimount  of  the  oubtic  domain  equal  to  all  that 
has  been  sold  for  the  public  benefit,  less  only  by 
about  16,000,000  of  acres.  This  fact  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind.  So  far  as  lands  are  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  they  are  disposed  of  for  the  benefit 
of  all  lbs  States. 

New  York  was  the  first  State  that  ceded  her 
lands  to  the  General  Government,  and  in  her  ces- 
sion thereof  she  express'y  asserted  that  it  was  to 
place  them  as  **  a  common  fund  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war."  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
6outh  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  made  similar  ces- 
sions, and  in  every  one  of  them  it  was  expressed 
that  the  lands  thus  ceded  were  to  be  used  for  the 
•«  common  benefit**  of  all  the  States. 

What  is  the  practical  effect  of  these  grants? 
The  practical  efiiect,  and  tlie  claim  here  set  up  is, 
that  as  far  as  the  lands  are  granted  to  the  Stales, 
thev  belong  exdusiulif  to  the  twelve  land  States, 
and  you  may  go  on  granting  as  much  as  you 
choose;  and  yet  the  old  Stales  have  no  right  to 
share  in  these  grants.  My  opinion  may  be  very 
different  from  that  of  other  gentlemen  here,  but 
my  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not  justice  to  the  old 
States  to  grant  so  much  land  to  the  Western  States. 
I  claim  for  the  old  States  only  justice,  and  1  am 
willing  to  do  justice  and  to  be  generom  to  the 
Western  States.  I  do  not  want  to  be  unjust  or 
ungenerous  to  them.  I  do  insist,  however,  that 
while  large  grants  are  made  to  them  for  railroad 
purposes,  the  old  Slates  have  a  right  to  ask  grants 
for  the  same  purpose,  to  some  extent  at  least.  And 
it  is  as  right  for  the  one  as  for  the  other.  We 
have  but  one  Constitution,  and  all  the  States  are 
upon  an  equal  footing  by  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws,  and  these  lands  are  the  common  prop- 
erty of  all  the  States.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
one  or  a  dozen  of  these  States  are  constitutionally 
entitled  to  these  grants,  and  yet  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional to  make  them  to  the  others?  Upon  what 
principle  is  it  ?  If  it  is  right  to  grant  lauds  for  oi^e 
road.  It  is  right  to  make  grants  for  another. 

There  is  an  ingenious  ctrgument  used  here,  which 
I  shall  notice.  It  is  this:  You  have  no  right  to 
ask  these  grants  for  the  old  States.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause the 'western  States  double  the  value  of  the 
alternate  sections  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and 
therefore  you  have  no  right  to  ask  these  lands  for 
the  old  States,  for  they  cannot  do  tliat.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  look  into  these  railroad  bills,  they  will 
find  that  the  roads  proposed  for  the  pur|>ose  of 
getting  their  sections  nave  a  range  of  thirty  miles 
—fifteen  on  each  side  of  the  road — to  locate  their 
sections  upon.  Every  one  knows  that  railroads 
are  not  made  where  there  are  no  settlements. 
They  are  constructed  for  business  purposes  be- 
tween settlements,  and  villages,  and  cities.  They 
are  usually  made  through  the  most  settled  parts 
of  the  country,  and  consequently  will  pass  through 
lands  locatea  and  settled.  For  this  reason  it  is 
that  they  must  have  thirty  miles  in  width  from 
which  to  make  their  selection,  in  order  to  get  their 
lands,  which  they  are  to  take  in  alternate  sections. 
How  is  it  with  the  other  sections  lefl  for  the  Gov- 
ernment? By  the  hiw  they  arc  doubled  for  only 
six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  making  in  aU 
twelve  miles;  therefore  less  than  one  half  as 
much  land  as  is  granted  to  the  roads  is  doubled  in 
price  in  point  of  fact.  Only  the  land  lying  in  a 
strip  two  fifths  as  wide  as  is  granted  to  the  roads 
from  which  to  make  their  selection,  is  doubled  in 
price  to  the  Government  This  two  fifths  lying 
along  the  road  is  the  part  most  thickly  settled,  and 
on  which,  therefore,  will  be  found  the  least  land 
in  proportion  for  the  road.  I  believe  it  may  be 
safely  said  that  these  road  bills  will  not  double  the 
price  of  one  half  as  much  land  as  is  grante<T  to 
the  roads;  and  in  addition  to  that,  not  one  half 
of  the  land  doubled  in  price  will  probably  ever  be 
sold  at  that  double  price. 


Mr.  DUNHAM,  (interposing.)'  Mr.  Speaker, 
has  not  the  morning  hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  DUNHAM..  I  then  move  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table. 

[Cries  of  "No!"  •♦No!"  "Let  him  go  on 
with  his  speech!*'] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  This  is  the  only  argu- 
ment that  has  been  advanced  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  question. 

The  question  was  taken,  and,  upon  a  division, 
there  were — ayes  45,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
It  is  important  that  the  special  order  should  be 
disposed  of. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  called  for  tellers;  which  were 
not  ordered. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  says  that  it  is  immaterial  to  him 
whether  he  proceeds  now  or  waits  until  to-morrow 
moriiiiig.  tie  is  willing  to  continue  his  remarks 
on  to-morrow,  and  1  make  tliis  statement  with  the 
object  of  preventing  the  unnecessary  consumption 
of  time. 

The  question  was  again  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  proceed  to  tlie  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table;  and,  upon  a  division,  there  were — ayes  59, 
noes  48 — no  ouorum. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  It  is  very  evident  that  the 
House  did  not  understand  the  question,  and  I 
hope  tellers  may  be  ordered. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Tellers  have  been 
refused. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  for 
*a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  By  unanimous  consent  I  think  tel- 
lers may  be  ordered. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
call. 

There  being  no  objection,  tellers  were  ordered; 
and  Messrs.  P.  Kuraand  Fowler  were  appointed. 

The  question  upon  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the 
business  upon  tne  Speaker's  table,  was  agnin 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — the  teHers 
having  reported — ayes  76,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  that  he 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Kossuth's  letter  or  thanks. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  on  the  motion  to  print  the  communication  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  transmitting  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  Louis  Kossuth  to  th^  Gov- 
ernment and  Congress  of  the  United  States,  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evans] 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.  Some  two  weeks  since  I 
introduced  to  the  House  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Maine.  I  intended  then  to  have 
submitted  some  remarks  upon  them,  but  had  not 
the  opportunity.  I  would  beg  as  a  favor  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  he  will  yield  me 
the  floor,  that  I  may  now  present  my  views. 

Mr.  EVANS  yielded  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  then  addressed  the  House  in 
favor  of  the  Maine  resolutions  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  intervention.  His  remarks  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  A.  havinc:  concluded — 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Evans]  is  entiU^  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  hope  now  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  will  yield  for  a  motion  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVANS.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bounty  land  bill  shall 
be  proceeded  with,  as  I  am  indebtea  to  my  friends 
for  many  favors,  I  will  yield  the  floor  until  to- 
morrow^ In  thus  yielding,  it  it  understood  that  I 
still  retain  my  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  » 
(Mr.  Olds  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  special  order  before 
the  commiitee  is  joint  resolution  No.  1,  explana- 
tory of  the  act  approved  September  28,  1850, 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  oflicers  and  sol- 
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diers  who  have  been  in  the  miliuury  service  of  the 
United  States. 

When  the  committee  roae  on  jeaterdftv,  the 

Jiuestion  pending  was  the  motion  of  the  g^entleman 
irom  Ohio  [Mr.  CAmTTsa]  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleagoe,  [Mr.  Gatlord  J  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  joint  resolution,  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  fourth  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate bill. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Carttkr  was  read,  as 
follows: 

jtndUUfmrthtrfrovUeds  That  tbe  perwmf  enKtied  to 
bounty  land  under  toe  previsionn  of  Uiia  act,  or  of  the  act 
to  which  this  U  ao  amandinent,  and  who  may  be  residents 
of  said  Territory  of  Oregon  at  the  date  of  the  paaeage  of 
Iliis  act,  or  who  may  hereafter  become  re«identa  of  mid 
Territory,  «hall  bo  permitunl  to  locate  their  warrants  upon 
any  unclaimed  lands  in  «aid  Territory,  and  iliat  upon  such 
survey  and  location  patentf  shall  issue  theretbr,  m  in  other 
caMM. 

Upon  this  qaestion  tellers  were  ordered,  and 
Messrs.  Hebard  and  Townshrnd  appointed. 

*  The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  CARtTBR,  and  it  was  disagreed  to — the  tellera 
having  reportcMd — ayes  22,Hioes  not  counted. 

The  question  then  reeurrtne  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Gatlord,  to  strike  out  the  third  sec- 
tion, and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  fourth  section 
of  the  Senate  bill,  it  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  as  an  addition  to  the  section  that 
has  just  been  adopted: 

And  that  the  provUdons  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Jul)  19, 1848,  grantinf  three  months*  extra  pay  to  the  sol- 
diers and  olBcers  of  the  Mezicaa  war,  lie  extended  so  as  to 
include  the  North  Carolinia  recruits,  taken  into  the  ser- 
vice by  Lieutenant  James  W.  Tatbam,  and  discharged  at 
Fort  Inoultiie,  after  neariy  twdve  months'  service. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  the  same  amend- 
ment that  was  offered  when  we  were  in  committee 
upon  the  Senate  bill.  The  Chair  thinks  theamend- 
ment  is  in  order,  but  he  feels  constrained,  in  con- 

*  sequence  of  the  decision  of  the  committee  then 
made,  to  rule  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  will  beg  leave  to  sav  that 
this  is  a  different  bill  from  the  other  one.  I  then 
thought  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  ri^ht,'aiid  I 
hope  the  Chair  will  decide  this  question  mdepend- 
enuy  of  that  tlecision.  The  gentleman  who  at 
that  time  took  exception  is  now  satisfied  that  it  is 
in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  precisely  a  similar 
amendment,  and  the  Chair  rules  it  out  of  order. 
Does  thej;entleman  take  an  appeal? 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  do  as  a  matter  of'  form, 
understanding  that  the  objection  has  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  overruled — ayes  35,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  law,  which  I  wish  to  make  applica- 
ble to  one  company — a  company  who  enlisted  for 
the  Mexican  war  as  volunteers.  They  were  taken 
fh>m  my  district  down  to  Fort  Mouhrie,  and  when 
they  arrived  there,  the  Ck>vemment  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  was  necessary  to  send  them  to  Mexico, 
out  they  were  kept  ibr  about  twelve  months  at  that 
point  and  discharged.  They  were  placed  in  a  cli- 
mate which  was  as  unpleasant  to  them  as  any  to 
be  found  in  Mexico.  They  were  extremely  anx- 
ious to  go  forward  and  serve  in  Mexico,  but  they 
were  denied  that  privilege,  and  regulars  were  sent 
forward  into  Mexico  in  weir  stead,  while  they  were 
thus  obliged  to  take  their  places  as  a  garrison.  I 
desire  simply  to  read  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
which  I  think  the  committee  wiH  see  is 'clearly  ap- 
plicable to  this  case,  and  ought  to  be  held  by  the 
bejsartmeni,  to  include  them  now: 

•^nihe  itJurHUr  efuicfetf.  That  the 'oilleers,  non  commis- 
■ioned  odlcani.  musicians  and  privates  engaged  in  tlie  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  in  tbe  war  with  Mexico, 
and  wlio  served  out  the  time  of  their  engagement,  or  may 
have  been  honorably  discharged,  &c..  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  three  months*  extia  pay,  provided  this  provlson  of 
Iha  5th  section  shall  only  apply  «>  those  who  have  been  la 
actual  service  during  the  war. 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that 
those  troops  who  did  not  get  into  Mexico  are  not 
to  receive  the  bounty.  No  one  will  pretend  that 
all  troops  engaged  in  Mexico  were  in  actual  bat- 
tle* A  ^reat  many  of  them  had  no  opportunity 
of  engaging  with  the  enemy.  The  only  limitation 
is,  (hat  they  shall  have  been  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  duKn?  the  war  with  Mexico.  Sup- 
pose Mexico  had  brought  an  armament  to  Fort 
Moultrie,  as  Ghreat  Britain  did  during  the  vrar  of 


the  Revolution.  Why  these  troops  stationed  there 
would  have  been  in  their  proper  place.  When 
men  engage  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales 
they  obey  the  ofiiceis,  and  remain  where  they  are 
ordered  to  be  placed  while  they  are  in  such  ser- 
vice. It  seems  to  me  a  narrow,  straightened,  ab- 
surd, and  most  erroneous  construction,  to  say  that 
those  troops  who  did  not  get  to  Mexico— >those 
stationed  upon  our  frontier,  upon  our  sea-coast,  or 
upon  the  border  of  the  Rio  Grande — ^for  a  large 
body  of  them  were  there — should  be  excluded  from 
the  benefits  of  this  bounty.  I  regard  the  case  of 
these  persons,  therefore,  as  coming  within  the 
equitable  provisions  of  that  act,  as  wal  as  its  phdn 
meaning.  There  is  but  one  single  company  in 
that  situation  to  be  included  in  my  ameiidment, 
and  1  hope  the  committee  will  adopt  it.  They  are 
desirous  of  being  included  amon^  those  entitled  to 
this  bounty,  and  havine  received  many  letters  on 
this  subject,  1  have  (&  that  it  was  my  duty  to 
make  the  motion,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will 
adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    What  is  the  section  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  is  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  approved  July  19,  1848,  and  my  motion,  is 
so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to 
thos^  individuals.  I  think  the  act  ought  to  be 
construed  so  as  to  embrace  them  without  any  far- 
ther provision .  The  Department  does  not  put  that 
construction  upon  it.* 

The  question  was  then  tidcen  upon  Mr,  Cldio- 
man's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  propose  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion by  adding  the  following)  viz: 

That  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  <*  Aa  act  grantlnff 
bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  beea 
engaged  in  tbe  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
September  28. 1850,  be  and'are  hereby  intended  to  and  for 
the  service  of  any  commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate, who  engaged  to  serve  fbr  a  deflnite  or  indefinite  period 
of  time,  and  aouiallv  did  serve  some  time,  though  less  than 
thirty  days  in  any  of  said  wars  enumerated  in  toe  first  sec- 
tion of  said  act,  so  as  to  allow  to  such  person  or  persons  ei»- 
titled  thereto  forty  acres* 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  but  a  word  or  two  to  say 
upon  this  amtodment.  If  it  should  prevail,  it 
wilt  relieve  all  those  enumerated  in  the  act  of 
1850,  who  actually  served  in  war  the  length  of 
time  they  agreed  to  serve,  or  had  served  any 
len^hof  time,  although  it  was  less  than  thirty  days. 
It  IS  placed  upon  the  same  principle,  so  far  as  re- 
gards that,  embraced  in  the  section  referred  to  by 
me  honorable  eentleman  from  North  Carolina 
n^r.  CLitoMANj  in  the  Mexican  botmty  land  bill. 
There  is  in  the  law  of  1850,  a  restriction  to  those 
who  shall  have  served  thirty  da3rs.  I  know  men 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  who  marched  from  near  the 
city  of  Cincinnati  to  Sandusky,  and  who  were 
discharfi;ed  there.  Their  time  was  not  counted, 
ahhough  they  actually  served  from  the  time  they 
lefl  home,  and  were  recoenized  as  being  accepted 
into  the  company  until  Uiey  were  discharged  at 
Sandusky,  from  twenty-four,  twenty-five,  and 
twenty  six,  and  in  one  case  twenty-nine  days.  I 
know  men  in  that  region  of  coimtry  who  were  in 
battle — ^vokmteers — who  ran  risks  and  hazards 
much  more  than  those  even  who  will  draw  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  This  amendment  reoog- 
nizes  the  smallest  grade  of  service,  and  embraces 
the  principle  of  the  law  granting  forty  acres  to 
those  who  were  encaged  to  serve  imd  were  honor- 
ably discharged  in  uie  Mexican  war.  I  might  ealt 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  New  York,  Ver- 
mont, and  other  Eastern  States,  to  those  who 
were  engaged  in  battles  upon  Lakes  Champlain 
and  Erie,  and  those  who  lefl  their  homes  at  the 
first  intelligence  of  hostilities,  and  marohed  to  the 
battle-fields  of  PMittsburg,  Chippeway ,  and  Lun- 
dy's  Lane,  and  who  did  service  in  other  short 
campaigns.  AH  I  ask  is,  to  vote  fbr  a  provision 
which  will  bring  that  class  of  men  in  the  same 
footing  upon  which  you  have  placed  the  soldiers 
who  have  served  in  tne  other  wars;  and  I  believe 
this  House  wiH  sanction  that  principle. 

Mr.  BELL  demanded  tellers  upon  his  amend- 
ment; which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  nefirative. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  propose  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  additional  section: 

jiHd  b*  U further  enoHedf  That  ope  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  CTanlsd  to  every 
officer  and  soldier,  whether  of  regulars,  nulitia,  or  vofuii- 
teers,  who  may  have  been  actually  ennged  in  any  action 
or  encounter  with  the  enemv,  in  any  of  tne  wars  specified 
in  the  act  approved  September  98^  U50,  without  repud  to . 


hia  leagth  of  senrlcs ;  or  la  oaris  of  Uie  death  of  any  sath 
soldier  or  officer,  ffie  warraMt  to  be  issued  m^  be  gnats4 
to  ttnch  person  or  persons  as  would  be  entitled  andtf  the 
act  of  1850.  above  mentioned,  or  any  other  act,  •«  if  tUs 
enactment  had  constituted  a  pan  thereof:  PrvsM,  T)ul 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  coartrued  as  to  gnat 
more  tbau  one  handred  and  sixAv  acres  of  land  to  any  per* 
son  who  may  already  be  entitled  to  it  under  the  aetabow 
mentioned  fbr  his  services  in  any  one  war. 

^nd  he  UjMrtk0rmtteUA,  Thatthewamatsoreasbaa* 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  so  as  above  to  be  issued,  shaR  be  ss- 
aignabie. 

»^nd  be  Ufmtker  emuctei,  That  the  act  of  Septembers, 
185&,  is  hereby  extended  to  all  naval  officers,  sattora,  ftsiilli 
men,  and  marines  serviog  with  land  troops  ia  csns  wk«n 
tliey  could  not  be  entitled  U>  prise  money. 

Mr.  E.  said:  I  am  aware  that  there  are  peraoi» 
upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  who  think,  DceaMt 
this  bill  is  just,  it  will  be  lost.  I  have,  however, 
a  better  opinion  of  the  judgment,  and  discretion, . 
and  probity  of  members.  There  seem  to  be  manf 
worus  contained  in  the  additional  section  I  have 
offered,  but  the  whole  matter  may  be  embraced  in 
a  statement  or  two.  The  last  section  proposes  to 
give  bounty  land  to  those  marines  who  served  on 
shore  with  the  land  troops,  in  cases  where  tbey 
would  not  be  entitled  to  pnzt  money.  I  will  gire 
the  committee  an  illustration  of  the  justice  of  sodi 
a  provision.  In  the  war  with  Great  Britain  there 
was  a  battle  fought  at  a  place  called  Bladensbor^, 
not  a  great  way  Trom  this  Capitol.  It  is  a  fact  in 
the  knowledge  of  all  those  who  pretend  to  know 
anything  of  the  history  of  their  country ,  that  ererj 
body  ran  away  fVom  there  except  a  few  of  the 
flotiua  men  ana  marines,  under  Commodore  Bar- 
ney. Those  who  ran  away  have  received  or  art 
entitled  to  bounty  Und,  but  Barney  and  his  men 
got  i^one.  I  know  it  has  been  heretofore  a  part  of 
the  principle  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  these 
transactions,  to  reward  the  unmeritorionsand  neg- 
lect those  who  are  really  meritorious.  I  hope 
that  practice  will  be  now  abandoned.  I  hope,  in 
view  of  this  great  series  of  compromise  land  in«ae- 
ures,  that  a  little  return! ngr  sense  of  justiet  vfll 
actuate  the  members  of  the  House,  and  that  thej 
will  see  the  necessity  of  putting  this  matter  right. 
The  other  section  proposes  uso,  that  any  nun 
^o  was  actually  in  any  battle  or  encounter  with 
the  enemy  of  his  country ,  no  matter  whether  he  hud 
served  a  month  or  not,  shall  receive  bounty  land 
for  his  service.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  gefld^ 
men  will  not  attempt  a  contradiction  of  what  1 
say,  that  the  man  who  has  been  actually  engaged 
in  a  serious  encounter  with  the  enemv,  as  some  of 
our  gallant  friends  have  been,  only  fbr  a  few 
hours,  is  at  least  as  deserving  of  bounty  land  ai 
those  who  ran  away  from  Sladensburg,  or  dis- 
graced themselves  by  surrender.  ^  He  who  has 
been  five  years  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
performed  garrison  duty,  is  not  more  meritorioot 
than  the  soldier  who  has  periled  his  life  on  the 
battle-field.  If  the  committee  think  otherwise,  I 
hope  they  will  tote  down  my  amendment.  I  hope 
it  will  be  made  a  test  here,  and  before  our  constu^ 
uents,  whether  those  wh#  have  really  fought  the 
battle,  whether  those  who  came  on  shore^nd  sot- 
tained  the  brunt  of  action  when  others  were  nin- 
ning  away ,  shall  also  have  their  reward ;  or  whether 
the  undeserving  and  unmeritorious  only,  who  ran 
away,  shall  receive  the  bounty  of  this  (Joveminent. 
That  is  the  question  for  the  committee  to  deter- 
mine now.  I  leave  that  (question  with  them,  con- 
fiding in  their  sense  of  justice.  I  have  a  high 
opinion  of  their  probity,  and  do  not  beliere  they 
will  make  this  unjust  atstinction. 

Mr*  WALSH.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  fewwordi, 
partly  in  support  of  the  amendment  and  partly 
against  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  mform  the 
genUeman  that  he  can  say  what  he  desires  to  «y 
against  the  amendment,  but  not  that  in  fhvorof  it. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  understand  that  1  bare  a 
right,  under  the  five  minutes  role,  to  speak  sgstmi 
the  amendment,  and  I  oppose  it  for  the  reason  that 
I  do  not  suppose  it  embraoes  Barney 's  flotilla  bmo. 
I  should  like  to  have  them  described  bf  tbe  proper 
name. 

Mr.  EVANS.    What  is  it?  ^   ^ 

Mr.  WALSH.    They  were  sswatn,  sBdIhe 

fact  that  they  were  seamen  oonstituiss  thew  dsnn 

for  compensation  at  the  hands  of  this  Hoese.   i 

will  give  you  their  history  briefly.    Commodwt 

Barney  came  into  the  city  o(  Balluoore  and  vicm- 

ity,  and  got  sailors  from  the  mercantile  msrine. 

He  put  them  on  board  of  gun  boats,  and  sstfis 

enemy  advanced  he  destroyed  those  boats  to  pre- 
Tttit  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Bnttfb  fleet 
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Those  men  werb  then  entitled  to  their  diBcham^ 
and  nine  men  out  of  ten  would  have  fled  from  uie 
danger,  but  not  so  with  them.  They  volunteered 
under  their  immortal  leader,  came  tooladeneburg, 
and  the  British  record  of  that  battle  says  that  the 
▼alor  and  gallantry  evinced  by  these  sailors  and 
the  marines  was  never  exceeded  upon  the  field  of 
battle.  I  wish  1  had  the  book  here  to  show  you 
wh&t  the  British  historian  says  of  them. 

Sir,  these  men  were  engaged  in  the  general  de- 
fence; they  were  not  acting  on  the  battle  field, 
in  decease  of  their  own  firesides;  they  were  not 
rushing  to  the  protection  of  their  own  homes,  for 
tEey  scarcely  had  homes;  but  they  came  here  to 
def«nd  your  capital,  and  in  that  point  of  view, 
were  engaged  in  the  general  defence. 

Justice  requires  the  graAing  of  exceptions  oD  all 
general  rules  and  general  laws*  This  case  consti- 
tutes  such  an  exception}  and  we  have  acted  on 
this  principlef  iu  the  case  of  the  pensions  granted 
to  toe  seamen  who  were  entitled  to  pensions 
under  the  taw  relative  k>  the  Mexican  war.  We 
hare  singled  out  those  men  to  besiow  our  benev- 
olence upon  them;  and  here  is  a  case  of  men  who 
leA  their  native  element,  cane  on  land,  and  put 
themselves  under  the  control  of  a  miUtary  com* 
mander — ^men  wh6,  the  British  historian  tells  you, 
managed  their  guns  with  a  skill  and  success  un- 
exampled in  EUutipean  war. 

&r,  I  have  a  word  now  to  say,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
history.  It  is  said  that  the  Aiary land  troops  ran 
firom  tlie  field  of  Bladensburg.  Sir,  thsy  ran  only 
when  no  other  troops  could  have  stood.  They 
ran  only  when  their  ammunition  was  exhausted. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  same 
British  record,  which  says  that  the  fifth  regiment 
of  Maryland  miliiia  drove  back  the  firat  advances 
of  the  British  army,  and  these  were  raw  militia, 
who  had  scarcely  got  upon  the  £eld  of  fight  before 
the  fight  began. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Evans's 
amendment,  and  on  a  division  there  weire — ayes  46, 
noes  17 — no  quorum  voting. 

Tellere  were  accordingly  ordered,  and  Messrs. 
HAMn.TOK  and  Chakdlkr  appointed.  And  the 
question  being  again  put,  there  were — ayes  78, 
noes  44. 

60  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Cleric  then  reported  the  fourth  section,  as 

follows: 

Sbc.  4.  Jlnd  be  U  fmihvr  rmoived,  That  hotiiinf  in 
fbe  6nt  section  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Seplesi- 
ber,  ei^teeo  hundred  sad  tlftv,  granting  boanty  land  to  cer- 
tain emcen  and  ioldierswho  have  been  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary serviee  of  the  (Jailed  ScMes,  shali  be  to  eonstraed  as 
to  exclade  any  eoinmissioned  or  non-oofrnnlsMoned  oAcer, 
musician,  or  private,  whether  of  regulari.  volttnteers,  ran- 
gers, or  militia,  who  was  mustered  into  tne  service  of  the 
United  Btates  for  the  sunpressloo  or  prevention  of  Indian 
bostiHties,  and  served  the  lenttb  of  ttme  required  by  said 
ad,  or  whose  services  were  sobsequently  recognized  by  the 
United  Sutes. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  The  committee,  in  adopting 
the  fifth  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  have  already 
adopted  the  subetanee  of  this  section,  and  there  is 
therefore  no  necessity  for  keeping  it  in. 

I  move  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill 
reported  from  the  select  committee,  with  a  provi- 
so thereto  which  I  have  added,  and  which  I  dend 
to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  matter  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted, as  follows: 

Sac.  4.  ^nd  he  it  further  enmded,  That  in  computing 
the  tnm  of  serviee  of  the  officers  and-  soldiers  of  militia, 
volnoteers,  and  rangers,  for  (he  purposes  of  this  act,  or  of 
the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explanatory,  such  term  shall  be 
compQted  from  ttie  time  they  were  mintered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  and  |Md  by  tlie  United  States  to  the  time  they  were 
discharged  therefrom:  Primided,  That  this  section  rhall 
net  extend  to  the  cases  provided  fbr  in  the  second  section, 
and  in  die  provisos  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  which 
Ms  act  is  explanatory. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  explain  to  the  com- 
miitse  the  purport  of  the  section  which  I  4>ropo8e 
to  insert  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  section.  It  is  simply 
to  provide  that  in  computing  the  time  of  service  of 
the  soldiers,  it  shall  be  computed  from  the  time 
they  were  first  «igiiged  in  service  antil  they  were 
(Useharged:  in  other  words,  that  you  shall  com- 
pute the  fiin  term  that  they  were  in  active  service. 

The  proviso  is  designed  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
in  r^erenee  to  that  section,  suggested  by  my  cot- 
league  [Mr.  Pitch]  a  few  days  1^.  It  is  smiply 
to  meet  the  case  where  solaiera  who  had  bee^i 
called  out  in  Indian  wars  and  for  the  suppression 
of  IiuUan  hotiiitisi  were,  after  peaee  was  made, 


k^t  upon  the  frontier  one,»two,  three,  or  four 
months  in  active  service  of  the  most  arduous  de- 
scription. 

The  question  now  being  upon  striking  out  and 
inserting,  it  was  put,  and  there  were — ayes  36, 
noes  30^^-410  ouorum  voting. 

[Cries  of  "TeHers!"  "TeUersI^and  "CaUthe 

Tellers  were  ordered; and  Meftsra.  CAaTntR  and 
CLBVBLAfn>  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  47,  noes  63— no  quorum. 

[lA)ud  cries  of  **  Call  the  roll l''j 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  eall  the  roll,  and 
the  absentees  having  been  noted,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 
the  Chairman  [Mr.  Olds]  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
having fbund  itself  without  a  quorum,  had  directed 
the  roll  to  be  called  and  the  absentees  noted,  and 
had  instruct^  him  to  report  the  facts  to  the  House 
with  the  names  of  the  aosentees. 

A  quorum  now  being  present,  the  committee 
again  resumed  its  session. 

The  tellers  again  resumed  their  places,  and  the 
questiofi  being  taken,  they  reported — ayes  63, 
noes  58. 

So  the  amendment  vras  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  satisfied  that 
we  cannot  do  anything  by  remaining  here,  and  I 
move  that  the  eommittee  do  now  rise. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  not  irise  now.  There  is  but  one 
more  section  of  the  bill,  and  I  hope  we  shall  first 
dJMiose  of  it. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
section  of  the.  bill  under  consideration,  and  insert 
the  seventh  section  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
select  eommittee.  I  would  suggest  that  the  sub- 
stance of  that  section  has  already  been  adopted, 
and  the  section  will  of  course  be  stricken  out.  I 
move  to  insert  the  whole  of  the  seventh  section  of 
the  bill  of  the  select  committee,  with  an  amend-' 
ment  which  I  have  added. 

The  fiAh. section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  is 

aft  follows,  viz: 

"  Sac.  5.  And.  be  U  fmiker  resolved.  That  in  all  eases 
urtiere  the  militia  or  volunteers,  or  State  troops  were  called 
out  under  the  laws  or  executive  authority  of  any  State,  and 
who  served  in  defence  of  the  coontry,  and  whose  services 
have  been  secof  niaed  and  paid  by  the  United  States  Gov  • 
emment*  shall  be  coasidersd  as  hsviaf  been  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act  of  which  these  resolutions  are  explanatory." 

That  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  Mr.  Duxham 
is  as  follows,  viz: 

Jlni  be  U  fuHker  enacted.  That  the  proviso  to  the  sec- 
ond seetion  of  the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explanatory  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  fiflh 
section  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  the 
following  as  an  addkional  section: 

Jtnd  be  U  further  vrovidedf  That  eveiy  male  citizen  of 
die  United  States,  or  twenty-one  years  of  age,  or  upwards, 
who  has  served  his  country  byiwyinf  its  taxes  and  attend- 
ing to  those  peaceable  pursuits  of  life  which  have  placed  it 
in  a  position  second  to  none  in  the  world,  shall  be  entitled 
to  enter  upon  and  take  any  one  quarter  secdtm  of  the  pttUic 
lands  which  may  be  open  to  entry  at  private  sale,  lor  the 
purpose  of  residentift  and  cultivation,  and  that  when  such 
citizen  shall  have  resided  on  the  same  land  for  three  years, 
and  cultivated  the  same,  or  if  dying  in  the  meantime,  the 
residence  and  cultivation  shall  be  held  and  carried  on  by  his 
widow  or  his  heirs,  or  devisees  for  the  space  of  full  three 
years  from  and  after  making  entry  of  such  land,  then  a  pat- 
ent to  Issue  fin-  the  same  to  the  person  making  entry,  or 
otherwise  to  his  heirs  or  devisees,  as  the  case  may  require: 
ProiHdei  neeeriheleee,  That  such  person  so  entering  and 
takina  the  quarter  section  as  aforesaid^  shall  not  have,  nor 
shall  bis  devisees  or  heirs  have,  any  power  to  alienate  such 
land  nor  create  any  title  thereto  in  law  or  equity,  by  deed, 
transfer,  lease,  or  any  other  conveyance  except  by  devise  by 
will. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
want  to  put  this  bill  right.  When  this  matter  was 
first  introduced  into  the  House,  it  was  introduced 
as  a  joint  resolution;  and,  on  motion  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Qeorgia,  it  was  changed  into  an  en- 
actment, and  the  word  '*  resolved  '*  strjcken  out. 
It  was  then  referred  to  a  select  committee  who 
r^>orted  back  a  substitute  for  it,  with  the  form  of 


**  Be  it  resolved."  1  offered  an  aoMndmeat  wtiis 
the  form  of  "And  be  it  further  enacted."  Now, 
I  do  not  core  which  is  adopted,  but  for  the  sake  of 
uniformity,  I  want  to  have  the  form  settled,  and 
either  mine  changed  to  coaform  with  the  bill,  or 
the  bill  changed  to  conform  with  mine. 

Mr.  JONbS,  of  Tennessee.  I  make  a  question 
of  order  upon  that  amendment.  The  question 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evans] 
raises  is  one  which  lias  nev^  been  settled.  The 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  has  had  a  joint  resolution  under  considera- 
tion, and  they  report  it  back  to  the  House,  having 
first  adopted  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia,  [Mr.  Stkphbns,]  to  chance  it  from  a 
joint  resolution  to  an  act.  B^ore  the  House  acted 
upon  that  amendment,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
commiuee,  who  reported  back  a  substitute  for  it 
as  a  joint  resolution.  The  House  has,  therefore, 
never  decided  whether  it  should  be  a  joint  resolu- 
tion or  an  act. 

-  Mr.  EVANS.  I  ask  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee to  strike  out  of  my  amendment  the  words 
**  Be  it  resolved,"  and  to  insert  ••  Be  it  enacted." 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentacky.  I  move 
that  the  committee  do  now  rise,  and  report  the 
bill.  ' 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  desire  to  ofiTer  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  bill  has  been  read 
through,  and  acted  upon  by  sections;  now  I  ask 
if  it  is  not  competent  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and 
report  the  bill?  We  have  gone  through  the  bill, 
and  if  gentlemen  are  allowed  still  to  otter  amend- 
ments, the  opponents  of  the  bill  may  prevent  th« 
bill  from  ever  being  brought  to  a  vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  it  is 
not  competent  to  return  to  any  of  the  sections  of 
the  bill  to  amend  them,  but  it  is  competent  to 
amend  by  adding  additional  sections. 

Mr.  SA  CKETT.  I  desire  to  offer  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  submit  thit  question  of  or- 
der. Until  the  question  is  put  upon  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 
that  the  committee  rise,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sackett]  cannot  get  the  floor  to  offer 
his  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  deeides  that 
so  long  as  gentlemen  desire  to  ofi)ftr*amendments 
which  are  in  order,  it  is  not  competent,  under  the 
rules,  for  the  eommittee  to  rise  and  report  the 
bm. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  after  the  bill  has  been  read  through, 
so  long  as  gentlemen  may  choose  to  offer  amend- 
ments, it  is  not  competent  for  the  committee  to  rise 
and  report  the  bill  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that, 
under  the  rules,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  commit- 
tee to  rise  and  report  the  bill  so  \<mg  fts  gentlemen 
desire  to  offer  amendments  which  are  in  order. 
But  it  is  not  in  order  to  return  to  any  sections  of 
the  biU  to  amend  them. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  understand  that 
it  is  in  order  to  offer  a  proviso  to  the  last  section, 
or  an  additional  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  in  order  to  offer  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  would  inquire  if  the  Chair 
decides  that  an  amendment  may  oe  ofTered  when 
a  motion  has  been  made  to  rhe  ahd  report  the 
bill  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  competent  to  en- 
tertain a  motion  to  rise  and  report,  as  ion?  as  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  offer  amendments  which  are  in 
order. 

Mr.  DUNHAM^  In  this  instance  the  motion 
to  rise  was  made  first. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  supposes  that 
such  a  motion  does  not  change  the  oraer  of  busi- 
ness at  ail,  and  gentlemen  have  still  a  right  to  offer 
amendments  in  order. 

Mr.  SACKETT  then  offered  the  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section,  which  was 
read: 

Jlnd  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  word  "  children,'' 
whenever  it  occurs  in  this  act,  shall  be  <^nstraed  to  meaa 
descendants  fVoru  the  soldier. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  hardly  sup- 
poses that  amendment  in  order.  It  is  merely  ex- 
planatory of  the  act  itself. 

Mr.  SACKETT.    If  I  could  have  the  attention 
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<ff  the  committee  for  a  few  moments,  they  will  be 
able  to  see  the  propriety  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  it  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  can  satisfy  the  chairman 
that  the  amendment  is  in  order,  if  I  can  have  his 
attention. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  desire  to  offer  a  proviso  to 
the  last  section  of  the  bill. 

The  proviso  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Providtd^  That  nothfiif  in  the  tint  section  of  th«  act  of 
the  twenty  eighth  of  dept«mbf  r,  eighteen  hundred  and  flfty , 

Kan  ting  bounty  land  to  certain  ofliceri  and  aoldiera  who 
ive  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
State*,  shall  be  so  construed  lis  to  exclude  any  commis- 
sioned or  non-comrois«ioned  officer,  musician,  or  private, 
wiiether  of  re^ars,  volunteers,  rangers,  or  militia,  tvlio 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
suppression  or  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  served 
the  length  of  time  re<)uired  by  said  act,  or  whose  services 
were  subsequently  recognized  by  the  United  States. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Has  not  this  amendment 
been  once  offered  in  the  committee? 

Mr.  GAYLORD.  1  would  inquire  if  the  fourth 
•ection  does  not  cover  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  this 
proposition  has  been  voted  upon  already. 

Mr.  HOWARD,     it  is  a  distinct  proposition. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  have  acted 
upon  a  similar  proposition. 

Mr.  GAYLORD.  There  is  a  similar  provision 
in  the  fourth  section  of  the  Senate  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  desire  to  offer  the  following  as 
an  additional  section  to  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

^nd  bt  U  further  provided,  That  all  persons  who  are  en- 
titled to  a  bounty  of  land  for  services  n'ndcred,  and  who  are 
at  this  time  residents  of  Oregon  Territory^  shall  be  entitled 
and  permitted  to  locate  their  warrants  upon  any  unclaimed 
land^  in  said  Territory,  and  upon  such  survey  and  location 
potent  shall  -ssue  therefor  as  in  other  cases. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  amendment  is  so 
nearly  like  the  one  voted  upon  ahready,  that  it  is 
out  of  order. 

^  Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
the  committee  rise  and  report  the  biH  to  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  state 
of  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  and 
particularly  tlie  special  order  of  the  House,  joint 
resolution  No.  1,  being  an  act  **  explanatory  of 
the  act  approved  September  28,  1850,  entitled 
*  An  act  granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,* "  and  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  the  same  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments  thereto. 

The  bill  as  adopted  -by  the  committee,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sac.  1.  BeU  enacted^  ^c.  That  fWmi  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  United 
Btates  land  offices  shall  each  be  entitled  to  receive  fifty 
cents  for  his  services  in  locating  each  bounty  land  warrant 
by  him  located,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  locating 
the  same;  but  this  act  shall  not  b4  so  construed  as  to  allow 
any  register  or  receiver  to  receive  any  greater  roaximum  of 
■alary  and  fees  than  bylaw  he  is  now  entitled. 

Sro.  3.  jind  be4t  further  enacted.  That  if  any  officer  or 
soldier  who  wottld,  if  living,  have  been  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  September  98,  IdSO,  shall 
have  died  leaving  no  widow  surviving  him,  the  child  or 
children  of  such  officer  or  soldier  abali  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  said  act ;  and  if  there  are  no  children  living,  then 
the  father  and  mother  of  such  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  en- 
Utled,  Or  in  deDiolt  of  father  or  mother,  the  right  shall  de- 
scend to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  such  officer  or  soldier  in 
as  t\ill  a  manner  as  though  said  soldier  or  officer  had  htm- 
seir  received  the  bounty,  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing 

Sac.  S.  ^nd  be  U  further  enacted.  That  In  the  event  of 
the  death  of  a  commisstonrd  or  iion -commissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  who  shall  have  made  application  for 
bounty  land  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  during  the 
pendency  of  such  application,  any  warrant  issued  in  the 
name  of  any  such  deceased  applicant,  such  warrant  so  is- 
sued shall  not  become  void,  but  shall  inure  to  and  for  the 
benefit  of  those  entitled  thereto,  the  same  as  if  such  officer 
or  soldier  had  been  deceased  at  the  passage  of  said  act. 

8cr.  4.  JSnd  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  niiliUa  or  volunteers  or  Bute  troops  of  any  State 
or  Territory  were  calU'd  into  military  service,  and  whose 
ecr\-ices  Unvo  been  paid  by  tlie  United  Stales,  the  officer* 
and  soldiers  of  such  militia,  volunteers,  or  troops,  ilM^II  be 
cittUltd  to  aU  Ills  beaeflta  of  tbo  act  eatitl^l  **An  actgrant- 


f  ng  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
been  engaged  io  the  military  service  of  the  LTnlied  Stales." 
approved  September  28, 18oU,  and  shall  receive  lands  for 
their  ser>'ice«  according  to  the  provisions*  of  said  act,  upon 
pnwf  of  length  of' service  as  therein  required ;  and  thatUie  i 
last  proviso  of  the  ninth  section  of  ttie  act  of  11th  of  Feb-  [ 
ruary,  1H47,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided.  , 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorise  bounty  land  ! 
to  thoae  who  have  heretofore  received  or  become  entitled 
to  the  same. 

Sac.  5.  t^nd  be  it  further  enqeted,  That  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  be,  and  tlie  same  are  hereby,  granted  to 
every  officer  and  soldier,  whetlier  of  regulars,  militia,  or 
volunteers,  who  may  have  been  actually  engaged  in  any  ac- 
tion or  encounter  with  the  enemy,  in  any  ofihe  wars  speci- 
fied in  the  act  approved  September  38, 1850,  without  regard 
to  his  length  of  service ;  or  in  case  of  tlie  death  of  any  such 
soldier  or  officer,  the  warrant  to  be  issued  may  be  granted  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  would  be  entitled  under  the  act 
oi  185U,  above  mentioned,  or  any  other  act,  as  if  this  en- 
actment had  constituted  a  part  thereof:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  grant 
mure  tiian  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  any  per- 
son who  may  already  be  endtied  to  it  under  the  act  above 
mentioned  lor  his  services  in  any  one  war. 

Sro.  6.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  warrants  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  so  aa  above  to  be  issued,  shall 
be  assignable. 

Sec.  7.  JInd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 38, 1850,  is  hereby  extended  to  all  naval  officers, 
sailors,  flotilla  men,  and  marines  serving  with  huid  troops 
in  cases  where  they  could  not  be  entiUed  to  prise  mtmey. 

Sko.  8.  m^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  in  computing 
the  term  of  ser>'ice  of  the  officers  aiid  soldiers  of  militia, 
volunteers,  and  rangers,  for  the  purpose  of  this  act,  or  of 
the  act  of  which  this  act  is  explanatory,  such  term  Khali  be 
computed  from  the  time  they  were  muster^  into  the  ser- 
vice of  and  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  time  they 
were  dischari^ed  therefrom :  Provided,  That  this  section 
shall  not  extend  to  the  cases  provided  fi>r  in  the  second  sec- 
tion, and  ill  the  provisos  to  the  first  secUon  of  the  act  of 
wliich  this  act  is  explanatory. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  upon 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  also  tellers  upon  that  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Datis  of  In- 
diana, and  Breckenridgb  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  98,  noes  28;  so  the  previous  ques- 
tion received  a  second. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  '  Upon  that 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HENN.  WiU  it  be  in  order  to  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  amendments? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  be  jn  order. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  desire  to  make  a  privi- 
leged motion,  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  un- 
derstand what  the  condition  of  the  bill  is.  I  move 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

[Criesof  ««JVo!"  "No!"  "No!*T 

Mr.  JOHNSON ,  of  Arkansas.  Upon  that  mo- 
tion I  demand  tellers. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  also  refused. 

Mr.  STUART.  The  House  wiU  understand 
this  question  in  one  moment. 

rCries  of  "Order!"  "Order!"] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 


NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  CHUBCHWELL  gave  notice  that  be  would  ask 
leave  to-morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day,  to  introduce 
a  bill  granting  public  lands  to  the  several  States  of  the 
Union  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  and  efficient 
system  of  common  schools. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  fbllowing  petitions,  memorials,  8ic.,  were  preMnted 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees: 

By  Mr.  HIBBARD :  The  petition  of  Content  Hutchin- 
son, praying  that  certain  money  lost  in  the  mail  may  be  re- 
f\ihded  to  him. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Isaac  Weaver, 
James  McCnnn,  Enoch  Thorn,  and  otherv,  citisena  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the 
extenbloii  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards,  Ite. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Michael  Wartmon  &.  (■o.,£.  k  A. 
Kern,  George  Fites,  P.  George  Warrington,  C.  D.  James, 
Charles  8.  Close.  Daniel  Kane,  Henry  M.  Weaver,  G.  S. 
Headrickson,  and  more  than  800  others,  cigar-roakers,  and 
residents  of  the  dty  and  county  of  Phlladejihia,  represent- 
ing that  in  consequence  of  the  exii*ting  tarifTregulations  and 
the  frauds  practiced  under  the  law,  tliey  are  subiected  to 
ruinous  competition  with  foreign  dgarv,  especially  those 
made  in  tlie  German  States,  and  praying  fbr  an  alteratioo 
of  the  tariff  on  cignrs  of  a  less  valuation  than  $10  per 
thousand,  so  a^f  to  alTord  employment  for  American  work- 
men at  fair  atid  remunerating  prices. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Ritchie,  John  C.  Mont< 
fouMry,  Beojaukia  Ouie,  and  oUteriy  citiMOs  of  the  State 


of  Pennsylvania,  petitioning  Congress  to  pass  a  lawto pro- 
hibit absolutely  the  deportation,  baafshaem,  or  iauaina- 
tion  from  foreign  countries  of  all  convicts,  letoas,  aad  na^ 
pcrs,  publicly  recognized  as  such. 

By  Mr.  KCHNS:  The  memorial  ^f  Beniamin  Wake- 
field, praying  to  be  allowed  the  difTereiice  of  pay  beiveen 
that  of  master's  auite  and  boauwain  while  penonoing  the 
duties  of  the  latter  grade  on  board  the  United  States  vhia 
Preble.  *^ 

By  Mr.  ALLISON:  Two  petitions  signed  by  Anthony 
Henderson  and  152  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  coantr, 
Pennsylvania,  for  a  grant  of  laud  to  be  made  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  fhr  the  purpose  of  ai4ing  the  Pittsburg  ta4 
Erie  Railroad  Company  in  the  construction  of  their  road. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS  :  A  petition  signed  by  George  Albert- 
son  and  38  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  PhihulHphit, 
stating  tliat  the  extension  of  the  Woodwurth  patent  hU 
been  obtained  by  fraud  and  false  information,  and  ask  Uiai 
a  committee  be  appointed  with  power  to  tiend  for  prrtooa 
and  papers,  with  a  view  to  infbrm  >'our  honorable  bodtn 
of  the  truths  and  merits  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  sai4  pai- 
ent  and  its  several  extensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  P.  M.  Manus  and  48  other  citiuai 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  the  extensiOD  of 
tlie  Woodworth  jpatcnt  by  act  of  Congress. 

Also,  the  petition  signed  by  Levi  Lancaster  and  19  otiNr 
citizens  of  Peon  district,  in  the  county  of  PbiladdplM, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  To  modify  the  b'tuatj  laas 
act  of  September  !28, 1850,  so  as  to  give  to  each  perwn  in- 
tended to  be  benefited  by  raid  act,  and  llie  seamen  and  bm- 
rines  who  served  in  said  wars,  not  leas  than  oae  biUMM 
and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS :  The  petition  of  Thomas  WQ. 
Hams  and  W.  W.  Painey,  of  Johnson  county,  Indian, 
praying  that  additional  compensation  be  made  to  the  u- 
sisunt  marshals  for  services  in  taking  the  Seventh  CraMM. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania :  A  remooscrancc  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia  against  the  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent. 

Also,  five  memorials  from  eittsent  of  tiie  county  of  Ptafl- 
adelptiia  in  favor  of  the  extemiion  of  the  Woodworth  psi- 
eut. 

Also,  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  tskiof  fix 
protection  to  American  labor  and  the  industrial  interertscf 
our  country,  by  an  alteratiou  of  the  present  tanfTsytten. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  appropriations  for  piers  in  the  Delaware  river,  to 
complete  the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  an  ice  harbor 
near  Reedy  Island. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  nemorial  of  George  B. 
Childs  and  many  other  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for 
the  renewal  of  the  patent  for  Woodworth*!  planing macbiM. 

By  Mr.  HENN :  The  memorial  of  John  D.  Elben,askiu 
fbr  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroM 
from  Lafayette,  via  Peoria  aod  Burliiigton,  to  the  NismmuI 
river. 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  The  petition  of  Eber  Woolmta  tal 
Nel^ii  Ferris,  assistant  marshals  of  St.  Joseph  couaty.Io- 
diana,  asking  additional  compeosation  for  services  in  luiof 
tlie  census. 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York :  Eemoastrmaee  of  W 
citizens  of  Troy,  New  York,  against  the  extensiOD  of  dM 
Woodworth  patent. 

sBy  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  Jes« 
York  and  85  other  citiseos  of  White  county,  and  State  sf 
Illinois,  for  the  extension  of  the  present  mail  route  Icsdisi 
from  Benton  to  McLanesboro*,  via  Canni  aod  PbilUpsiefra, 
to  New  Harmony.  Indiana,  Itc. 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER:  The  petidon  of  William T.  Par- 
cell  and  other  citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  VirglDta,pnjug 
for  the  establishment  of  a  post  road  from  CliarieMOWB  id 
Kabletown. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lewis  B.  Willis,  of  Vliglnfa,  laie  i 
paymaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  pnjinf  Ibe 
payment  of  a  Judgment  rendered  in  his  fkvor  agaiasttks 
United  States  by  the  district  court  of  Louisiana. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  King,  of  Harper^  Fenr, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  his  services  as  a  director  of  the  riM 
factory. 

Also,  the  petition  of  same,  prayiag  to  be  paid  fat  teioie 
improvements  of  his  invention  used  at  the  aatioDal  Me- 
mory. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  Samuel  McArdw 
and  85  other  citizens  of  Muskingum  and  Guernsey  eota- 
tlea,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  law  authorizing  the  traaiporti- 
tion  of  tlie  mail  on  Sunday  may  be  replied. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Young,  of  Morgan  eeontr, 
Ohio,  askUig  fbr  a  pension  aa  heir  of  William  Liudt,  > 
soldier  of  tlie  Revelation. 

By  Mr.  DEAN :  A  remunstranee  of  C.  B.  Morse,  A. 
Wager,  and  10  other  citizens  of  Rhinebeck,  Dutchess  ro«- 
ty.  Now  York,  against  the  f\ijlher  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Rhode  Island:  ThepeUtionofRichBri 
Borden  and  otliers,  fbr  the  establishment  of  a  dolpbia  or 
buoy  on  the  south  point  of  Goat  Island,  in  the  harbor  oi 
Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Colonel  William  Gates,  prajisf 
for  the  return  to  him  of  certain  moneys  presented  to  bin  by 
citizens  of  Tampico,  on  hb  retiring  from  commaad  tkeri, 
and  paid  by  him  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  Tha  petition  of  eiUzens  of  TijeT 
county,  Missouri,  fbr  a  post  road  fh>ai  Forsjrtht,  via  Big 
Beaver  Creek,  to  Hartvilla,  Wright  county. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  citizens  of^right  county,  Missoan, 
for  the  relief  of  Littleton  Freeman.  /,_^«. 

Also,  the  peHUoB  of  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  Ortm 
counties,  Missouri,  for  a  post  road  from  Mooat  Vsraoa,  vH 
Dunkle*s  store,  to  Orleans,  Polk  coanty. 

By  Mr.  RIDDLE:  The  jnemorial  of  certain  dlixeni, 
cigar- makers  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  State  qf  Delswjrt, 
praying  Congress  to  make  such  an  alteration  of  the  taniroa 
cigars  of  a  leaa  valuation  than  #10  per  tboasaad,  as  wtl 
am>rd  them  employment  at  lair  remunerating  P^if^      ^ 

Also,  rcs4ilutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ibe  State  « 
Delaware,  in  refermee  to  public  lands.  ..      ^^ 

By  Mr.  H ASCALL :  The  petition  of  Eanlce  CTJJ,  ■» 
compeaiattoafofpgdpetydegttoyediatteiwrefWg- 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


637 


IN  SENATE. 

THVR8t>AT,  February  06,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bctler. 

LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partn^nt,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  res* 
olution  of  the  Senate*  information  concerning  the 
Louis ville  and  Portland  Canal;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears tJhat  9ix  hundred  shares  of  the  stock  owned 
by  individuals  have  been  purchased  since  the  list 
was  made  out  which  was  transmitted  on  the  16ih 
instant.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  James 
McCTregor,  Jr.,  administrator  of  Wally  and  Don- 
aldson, praying  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to 
review  tne  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  settlement  of  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  Mexico;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  several  memorials  from  citizens  of  Dun- 
kirk, on  Lake  Erie,  New  York,  expressing  their 
confidence  in  the  plan  of  a  **  Boating  breakwater," 
invented  by  John  H.  Sherburne,  for  the  safety  of 
life  and  property  in  severe  storms  on  the  lakes; 
also,  from  ship-masters  navi^ting  the  western 
lakes,  accompanied  by  a  communication  from  the 
Mayor  of  BuMo  to  the  same  effect;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  assistant 
marshals  of  Ohio,  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census, 
praying  additional  compensation;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  four  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  of  North  Carolina  for  taking  the 
Seventh  Census,  praying  additional  compensation; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  construction  of  a 
■hip  canal  around  the  Sauk  Ste.  Marie;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Vinal  Haven,  Maine,  praying  the  construction 
of  a  li^ht-house  on  Harne  ^feck,  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  Greene's  Island;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  four  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  or  Indiana  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  an 
extension  of  the  patent  granted  to  WT  W .  Wood- 
worth  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Madison,  Indiana,  requesting  Con- 
gress to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  improve  navi- 
gation at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio;  whicH  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roaas  and  Canals. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  memorial  of  Malcom 
W.  Mearis,  an  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the 
Seventh  Census  in  Maryland,  praying  additional 
compensation;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  P.  Colston,  pray- 
ing the  location  df  certain  bounty  land%arrants; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  soldiers  and  others,  of  Anne 
Arundel  county,  Maryland,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  bounty  land  law;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Catha- 
rine Crosby,  for  herself  and  the  other  heirs  of 
Thomas  p.  Anderson,  deceased,  late  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Tripoli,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
credit  in  his  accounts  for  certain  contingent  ex- 
penses of  his  consulate,  the  vouchers  for  which 
cannot  be  found;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Powell,  assignee  of 
Thomas  Powell,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
tribunal  to  review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  a^inst  Mexico;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Massachusetts,  pra3ring  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
raw  silk;  which  was  refemd  to  the  Committee  on 
finance. 


Also,  the  memorial  of  William  Gates,  praying 
that  certain  moneys'  received  by  him  as  presents 
while  civil  Governor  of  Tampico,  and  which  he 
was  required  to  pay  over  to  the  United  States,  may 
be  refunded;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Lieutenant  William  D.  Porter,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  praying  compensation  for  (he. enter- 
tainment or  illustrious  personages  on  board  of  the 
vessel  he  commanded,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  CJaims,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Richard  King,  submitted  ^  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

STATE  OP  THE  PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  BORLAND  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to:  * 

Rfolvei,  That  tb«  Committee  on  Printing  tie  io«tructed 
to  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  state  of  the  public  print- 
ing, embracing  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  work  already 
done,  and  the  prospect  of  the  remainder,  as  to  time,  mian- 
tity,  and  quality,  and  as  to  the  propiiety  of  nialtlng^any 
other  than  the  present  arrangement  for  itd  execution. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIOxlf.    • 

Mr.  RHETT.  When  I  was  absent  from  the 
citv  of  Washington,  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Clemens, J  not  now  in  his  seat,  and  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  [^Mr.  Cass^j  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  more  particularly,  thought  proper 
to  deliver  speeches  in  this  Senate,  in  whicn  they 
very  strongly  reflected  upon  me  personally;  and 
so  personal  were  the  remarks,  anu  of  such  a  kind 
as  to  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  reply.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  but 
I  bi^  leave  to  say,  that  to-morrow,  after  the  usual 
business  of  the  morning  hour  is  finished,  I  shall 
throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
in  order  to  make  a  vindication  of  my  position,  and 
reply  to  the  personalities  to  which  1  have  referred. 
I  shall  be  nappy  if  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
shall  be  present,  and  I  shall  take  care  that  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  shall  be  duly  notified  of 
my  puirpose  to  take  up  this  matter. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  to  fix  some  other  day,  as  to-mor- 
row is  private  bill  day.  Friday  was  set  apart 
some  time  ago  for  the  consideration  of  private 
bills,  and  though  several  efforts  have  been  made 
to  set  this  .rule  aside,  the  Senate  has  not  seen  fit 
to  do  so;  I  hops,  therefore,  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  will  fix  on  some  other  day. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Very  well,  I  will  say  Monday 
mominz  then. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  not.  Monday 
morning  is  the  time  when  I  hope  we  shall  come  to 
a  vote  on  the  Iowa  land  bill.  I  will  suggest  Sat- 
urday morning. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  whole  discussion  is 
out  of  order^ 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  did  not  know  that  there 
would  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  Senators; 
f  I  had,  I  would  have  endeavored  to  modify  my 
design  to  suit  their  wishes.  But  I  see  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suit  the  Senate,  and  therefore  I  can  only 
say  that  I  shall  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to-morrow 
after  the  usual  business  of  the  morning  is  over,  to 
say  what  I  have  to  say  in  vindication  of  myself. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Let  me  make  a  suggestion.  1 
think  that  if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
would  fall  back  upon  his  second  proposition  of 
asking  leave  to  introduce  this  subject  on  Monday, 
it  willnot  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  bill  in 
regard  to  which  the  Senator  rirom  Iowa  is  so  justly 
sensitive,  if  the  Senator  fi^m  South  Carolina,  in- 
stead of  waiting  till  the  morning  hour  is  over, 
will  take  up  the  subject  in  the  morning  hour.  I 
think  that  will  obviate  every  objection. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, to  whom  I  shall  listen  witli  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to-morrow,  or  whenever  he  chooses  to 
make  his  vindication,  has  used  an  expression 
which  seems  as  if  the  Senator  from  Alabama  and 
myself  had  taken  advantage  of  his  absence,  for 
he  says  •*  thought  proper.  **  The  discussion  went 
on;  it  was  participated  in  by  various  Senators, 
and  it  was  impossinle  Ibat  such  a  discussion  should 


go  on  without  making  some  remarks  in  answer  to 
those  of 'the  Senator  from  South  .Carolina,  which, 
as  we  all  know,  were  of  a  very  striking  character. 
I  think  I  followed  him  within  a  day  or  two  from 
the  time  he  left  here.  I  am  not  sure  that  (  kTiew 
the  honorable  Senator  had  left.  It  was  not  for  me 
to  postpone  the  discussion,  or. to  stop  any  remarks 
I  thought  proper  to  make  in  consequence  of  his 
li  absence. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  whole  proceeding  is 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  will  say  no  more.  I  only 
mentioned  that  all  this  occurred  while  I  was  not 
in  my  sea^  in  order  to  show  the  Senate  that  I  had 
not  an  opportunity  at  the  time  of  vindicating  my- 
self; and,  therefore,  I  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  I  have  waited  several  days,  in  hopes  that 
the  original  mauer  would  come  up;  but  1  see  that 
no  opportunity  is  likely  to  occur,  and  therefore  I 
have  no  alternative  but  to  ask  for  such  an  indul- 
gence to-morrow. 

RECONSIDERATION  OP  A  VOTE. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  have  the  vote  in  the  case  of  H.  P. 
Dorsey  and  others  reconsidered — I  ihean  the  vote 
concurring  in  an  adverse  report  which  was  ma^e 
against  the  claim.  I  was  absent  at  the  lime  when 
this  matter  was  up  before,  and  it  was  disposed  of 
before  I  was  aware  of  it.  It  involves  a  question 
of  great  interest  in  my  Slate,  and  I  wish  to  have 
it  put  in  such  a  shape  that  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  subject.  I  have  consulted 
with  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  report,  and  they 
are  willing  that  the  vote  concurring  in  the  report 
should  be  reconsidered.  ^ 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  explanatory  of  an 
act  entitied  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  therein 
mentioned,"  approved  May  9,  1848. 

SELECT   COMMITTEE  ON  MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Pursuant  to  a  motion 
adopted  yesterday.  Senators  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  prepare  their  votes  for  the  election  of  five 
Senators  to  constitute  the  select  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  disposition  of  claims  by  the  late  Board 
of  Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  BADGER  Is  it  not  necessary  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  should  be  first  balloted 
for  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Not  at  all.  Senators  will 
simply  vote  for  five  Senators  to  constitute  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  1  think  it  would  be  entirely 
proper  to  designate  who  shall  be  the  chairman  of 
that  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Senators  may  do  as  they 
choose  in  that  respect,  but  it  is  not  usual.  The 
rule  is  explicit  upon  the  point.  Senators  vote  for 
the  whole  number  to  constitute  the  committee,  and 
the  Senator  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
is  usually  considered  as  chairman,  unless  the  com- 
mittee choose  to  make  some  other  arrangement. 

Senators  having  deposited  their  ballots,  and  th» 
votes  being  counted,  the  following  is  the  result: 

Mr.  Brodhead  . . .  .30  Mr.  Badger 3 

Mr.  Soul€ 30  Mr.  Wade 3 

Mr.  Bayard . .  r . .  .29  Mr.  Sumner 2 

Mr.  Pratt 26  Mr.  Qeyer 2 

Mr.  Clarke 23  Mr.  Underwood  . .  .1 

Mr.  Downs 8  Mr.  Walker 1 

Mr.  Jones •  6  Mr.  Bright \ 

Mr.  Hunter 5  Mr.  Cass ,,\ 

Mr.  Foot 4  Mr.  Butler \ 

Mr.  Dawson 4  Mr.  Atchison X 

Mr.  Stockton 4  Mr.  Smith l 

Mr.  Chase 3  Mr.  Felch 1 

Mr.  Bradbury  ....  3  Mr.  Davis... 1 

Mr.  Fish 3  Mr.  Jonee,ofTenn.l 

Mr.  Norris 3  Mr.  Shields \ 

Mr.  Spruance 3 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  committee  consists 
of  Messrs.  Brodhead,  SotTLS,  Pratt,  Batard» 
and  Clarke. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Did  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  say  that  the  Senator  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  would  be  chairman  of  the  committee  ? 

The  PR  ESI  DENT.  The  custom  has  been  that 
when  two  Senators,  as  in  this  case;  have  an  equal 
and  the  highest  number  of  votes,  the  list  is  taken 


638 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  86, 


alphabetioally ,  and  the  Senator  whose  name  cornea 
firat  of  the  two  having  an  equal  and  the  highest 
number  will  be  the  onairman  of  the  committee. 
The  Senator  from  PennsylTania,  [Mr.  Brodhbao,! 
therefore,  beings  first  on  the  alphabetical  list,  will 
be  considered  as  chairman  in  preference  to  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Soulb*]  although 
the  votes  for  eaeb  of  these  Senators  are  equal.     • 

Mr.  BRODHEA.D.  I  did  not  desire,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, to  be  upon  this  committee  at  all,  and  it  is 
very  certain  tnat  I  cannot  perform  the  duties  of 
chairman.  1  am  already  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claiifis,  and  the  duties  imposed  upon  me 
in  that  capacity  are  onerous.  I  tnink,  too,  that 
the  chairman  of  this  committee  ought  to  speak 
both  the  French  and  the  Spanish  languages.  1  do 
not  speak  either;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  my 
frisna  from  Louisiana,  ^Mr.  Soulb,]  having  the 
same  number  of  votes  with  myself,  will  take  chat 
post. 

Mr.  BADGER,  (in  his  seat.)    Agreed,  agreed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Thai  is  a  matter  which 
can  be  settled  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  it  will  be  done  by 
the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  such  is  the  understand- 
ing, the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Socle]  will 
be  placed  first  on  the  committee,  and  be  consid- 
ered as  chairman. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  that,  hy  unanimous 
consent,  that  will  be  done. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  the  under- 
standing, then. 

NON-IlfTKRVEirnON. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
postpone  all  the  prior  special  orders,  and  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ''non-intervention, "  in  order  that  my  friend 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Miller]  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  the  subject,  as  I  believe 
ne  is  now  ready  to  make  his  remarks. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  com- 
pelled, on  account  of  my  position  in  relation  to  an- 
other bill,  to  interpose  any  objection  to  this  motion. 
I  am  assured  that  if  my  bill  is  made  to  give  way  to 
this  question,  an  effort  will  be  made  to  lay  that 
bill  upon  the  table.  The  Senator  from  Cahfomia 
is  anxious  in  regard  to  a  bill  which  he  brought  in, 
and  which  was  laid  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  this  bill.  My  opinion  is,  that  if  we 
proceed  with  the  bill  which  was  under  discussion 
yesterday*  we  shall  be  able  to  take  a  vote  upon  it 
by  three  o'clock  to-day;  and  I  trust  that  the  Sen- 
ate win  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  bill. 
I  was  present  yesterday  when  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  made  his  suggestion  to  the  Senate 
in  regard  to  taking  up  this  question  to-day;  but, 
although  I  was  sitting  so  close  to  my  friend,  I  did 
not  hear  a  word  of  his  proposition,  for  I  was 
busily  engaged  in  writing,  and  supposed  he  was 
moving  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  tne  considers^ 
tion  of  Executive  business,  t  afi;ain  express  the 
hope  that  this  bill  may  be  proceeded  with  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  regret  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Iowa  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  objeot  to 
this  motion.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Jersey,  on  the  last  occa- 
sion when  these  resolutions  were  under  consider- 
ation, when  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
ClembksI  had  delivered  bis  speech,  took  the  floor 
and  was  aesirous  of  addressing  the  Senate  at  an 
early  day — oti  the  Tuesday  then  following.  But 
at  the  suggestion  of  gentlemen  he  gave  way,  and 
Monday  last  was  specially  assigns  for  the  con- 
sideration of  these  resolutions,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
commodate the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey. On  Monday, it  is  well  known, liule  business 
was  done,  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  no  at« 
tempt  was  made  to  get  up  this  subject,  in  oruer  that 
the  discussion  Up9n  the  Iowa  landbill  might  be  pro- 
«eeded  with.  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  will 
necessarily  be  absent  a  few  days  afler  this  week, 
luid  he  therefore  desires  to  be  heard  to-day.  He 
will  not  oaeupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for 
more  than  an  hour,  and  then  the  further  consider- 
ation can  be  postponed  to  accommodate  the  Sen- 
ators from  Iowa  anjl  California.  I  am  assured 
that  the  honorable  Senator  will  not  consume  more 
than  an  hour,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  consent 
that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  to- 
day, 

Mr.  ATCHISON*    I  tru«(  tha  hoiwfnbla  Sen- 


ator fVom  Iowa  will  withdraw  his  objection.  It 
is  announced  that  the  honorable  Senator  flrom  New 
Jersey  desires  to  go  home.  We  can  certainly  take 
up  the  Iowa  bill  after  the  Senator  has  concluded 
his  remarks,  and  take  the  vote  this  evening.  There 
is  to  be  no  further  speaking,  as  I  understand;  no 
other  gentleman  avows  the  purpose  of  spealnng. 
At  all  events,  we  can  take  a  vote  this  evening  on 
the  amendments  proposed.  1  think  it  very  reason- 
able that  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  should 
have  the  floor  under  the  circumstances. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  post- 
poning the  prior  special  orders. 

Mr.  JONES,  or  Iowa.  I  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hope  the  sufigestion  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mis80uri[Mr.  Atchison] 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  vote  on 
the  land  bill  this  evening,  afUr  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  shall  have  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    Take  the  vote  now. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  quite  willing,  for  I  want  It 
out  of  the  way. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 

f>rior  orders,  with  a  view  to  take  up  die  joint  reso- 
utions,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  pending  question 
to  be  \ipon  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Ssward.] 

Mr.  MILLER  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  the  resolutions.  He  ur^ed  a  firm  adherence  to 
the  policy  of  non-intervenuon  as  laid  down  by  the 
wisdom  of  Washington.  He  contrasted  the  slate 
of  affairs  in  Europe  since  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of 
the  universal  intervention  by  powers  of  Europe 
in  all  matters,  religious,  political,  and  social,  with 
our  own  peaceful  and  prosperous  progress  under 
a  different  policy.  He  maintained  that  the  policy 
which  Washington  taught  was  not  adopted  by  him 
for  a  day ;  but  was  a  great  principle  to  continue  for 
aU  time.  He  stron^y  recommended  a  firm  and 
determined  adherence  to  the  present  wise  policy  of 
non-intervention,  so  well  declared  iA  ^e  joint  reso- 
lutions before  the  Senate. 

[Mr.  M.*s  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Apptia* 
dlx.l 

Mr.  M.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
submit  some  remarks  on  this  subject,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  proposition  which  I  have  presented  to 
the  Senate;  but  as  I  presume  the  Senate  will  not 
desire  to  continue  this  subject  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  day,  as  to-morrow  is  private  bill  day,  as  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Jones]  feels  a 
de^  solicitude  to-  have  his  bill  considered  and  das- 
posed  of,  and  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Gwin]  claims  an  early  consideration 
of  the  business  of  that  State,  I  have  thought  it 
might  be  well  to  postpone  this  matter,  and  nuikeit 
the  special  order  for  some  day  of  the  week  after 
next.  If  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  I  will  say 
Tuesday  week  next,  and  I  move  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolutionsi  and 
make  them  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SOULE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Febrwary  26,  1852* 

'The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ro.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C  M.  Butlbr. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

BOUNTY  LAND. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order,  was  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  joint  res- 
olution No,  1,  being  **An  act  explanatory  of  the 
act  approved  September  28, 1850,  entitle  *  An  act 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who -have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,^"  as  amended  by  tne  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  1  would  ask 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Bennett,]  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  to 
allow  me  a  single  minute. 

The  SP^KfiE.    The  first  business  in  oi^ 


is  the  special  order  reported  from  the  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  insist  on 
proceeding  with  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  1  ssk  for  in- 
formation as  to  how  it  is  that  the  regular  order  of 
business  becomes  changed  ?  For  everv  rooming 
lately  discussion  upon  the  railroad  bills  has  been 
the  regular  order  of  business.  That  now  seems 
to  be  superseded. 

Th<SPEAKER.  That  would  be  the  regular 
order  of  business  fbr  the  morning  hour,  but  for 
the  fact  that  the  special  order  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  yesterday,  becomes  the  regular  buii- 
ness,  from  day  to  day,  until  disposed  of.  Betng 
a  special  order,  it  overrides  all  other  business. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  is  under  a  mle  of  tfat 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  regular  roles,  tnd 
the  order  of  the  House,  making  this  a  special  order 
from  day  to  day  until  disposal  of,  it  takes  preee- 
dence  in  the  House  as  it  did  in  committee. 

Upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  joint  resolution,  as 
reported  fVom  the  committee,  on  the  table,  tht 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine.  Let  the  amendmeou 
adopted  by  the  committee  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  informs  tfieCbair 
that  the  reading  of  the  bill,  as  amended  aad  re> 
ported,  will  present  the  amendments  in  their  order 
as  adopted  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  STUART.  That  in  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  bat 
the  House  cannot  understand  these  amendments, 
unless  they  are  fMul  in  the  order  they  were  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read  m 
amended. 

Mr.  GORMAN.  I  will  suggeet  to  the  Home 
that  all  of  these  amendments  are  contained  in  their 
order  in  the  **  Globe,"  which  is  placed  befon 
every  gentleman.  I  cannot  see  the  necesnty  of 
reading  them  all  over.  Every  member  can  see  the 
precise  order  in  which  they  were  adopted,  if  he 
sees  proper  to  take  up  the  Qlobe. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Teonesaee.  The  gentle- 
man must  perceive  that  each  member  would  hsve 
to  read  the  whole  debate. 

The  amendments  were  then  severally  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motios 
to  lay  upon  the  table,  and  it  was  disagreed  to— 
yeas  80,  nays  92 — as  followe: 

YEAS— Meam.  Wm.  Appleton,  Aslie,  Barttatt,  Beik, 
Bowne,  Brsfs,  Brentoa,  Bnfu,  Bfook«,  Bunowi,  Levif 
D.  Campbell,  Gamer,  Caskie,  Chandler,  ClNipintn.C1ifk, 
Cleveinad,  Curtis,  baniel,  Ckorge  T.  Davi«,  DciyjVaxtte^ 
Bsstman,  Fltcb,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  OMdiBft, 
GUmore.  Goodenow,  Grow,  Hall,  Hart,  Haws,  Bfefea, 
Henn,  Htbliard.  Horsford,  Howard,  Th<Hnai  Y.  Bow, 
Ingersoll,  Jenkins,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glaaej  Jones, 
Preston  Kiiur ,  Kohns,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  BfcCorlcIs,  McNair, 
Meade,  H.  D.  Moore,  Morehead,  Newton,  Andrew  Paiter, 
Peaslee,  Perkins,'  Raotoul,  Bobie,  Sackett,  Scberniertiora, 
SchoolcrafL  Sehoonmaker,  Scurry,  David  L.  SeymoVf 
Origen  S.  Seymour.  Skelton,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Tbaddeai 
Stevens,  Stratton,  stuArt,  Sutherland .  Benjamia  Tboop- 
aon,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Townttaend,  Walbridge,  Waaacs, 
WeUf .  VVildriak,  and  Woodncard— 60. 

NAYS— Messrs.  AbercromHe,  WUlis  Allen,  AIUmm, 
Averen.  Barrere,  Belt,  Bennett,  John  H.  Boyd,  Breckeo- 
ridge,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Busby,  E.  Carrington  CsMi,  J. 
Cable,  Caldwell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Churchwell.  CUsf- 
man.  Cob^  Couman.  John  G.  Davis,  Disney,  Dttocast 
Dunham,  Edgerton,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Ewing,  FiekKs, 
Florence,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Oaylon!, 
Gentry,  Gorman,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harpsf,  !•  6. 
Harris,  Ssmpmn  W.  Harris,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Buokt, 
Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  Jcrfmsoo,  John  Jobntos, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Landry,  Lockait, 
Mace,  Hamphrey  Marshall,  McMullin,  Meachan,  ^fijf^r 
Molony,  John  Moore,  Morrison,  Murphy,  lfaber«,  OUf, 
Outlaw.  Samuel  W.  Parker,  PenBiman,  Pofk,  Porter,  Priee, 
Richardson,  Bobbins,  Robinsoo,  Savam,  Smart,  Soov, 
Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanioa,  .\br»' 
ham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  Strother,  Taylor,  Wahh.  Wsnl, 
Wnshbam,  Watkiiis,  Welch,  Addison  White,  Afexaarfer 
White,  Wilcoi,  WmlaflM,  aad  Yaiea— 83. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  upon  theuble. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  ordering  the  mtw 
question  to  be  put;  and  it  was  so  ordeivd. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  Is  it  not  in  order  to  mote  to 
reconunit  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  at  this  time  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in  ofd«r. 
The  question  now  is,  upon  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Udiob 
in  their  amendments. 

The  first  amendment,  striking  out  the  first  ac- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution,  was  concurred  in  with- 
out a  division. 
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The  ^Mdon  now  bein^  on  concorrinff  in  the 

second  amendment  of  the  committee,  atr&ing  out 

the  second  section  of  the  joint  resolution,  as  fol- 

lova,  viz: 

Sec.  S.  »tnd  U  U  Jmiher  resolved.  Tliat  the  regicters 
and  receivers  of  the  United  States  land  oAcev  shall  hexe- 
afler  be  Mvetally  authorized  to  charge  and  receive  for  tiieir 
•enrices,  in  locating  boonty  land  warrants,  the  same  rate  of 
compenMtion  or  percentage  to  which  they  art  entitled  by 
law  tbr  sales  sf  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  the  rale  of 
f  i  33  per  acre,  the  said  cmpenntion  to  be  hereaAer  paid 
by  the  aaeignevs  or  holders  of  »uch  warrants,  in  an  ca^es 
where  the  smme  have  been  transferred  by  the  soldier,  or  his 
lefsl  or  personal  representative,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
arta  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations  of  the  General  Land 
CiAce  on  that  subject,  aud  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  upon  the  a4ja»tnient  of  the  accountu  of 
such  officers,  where  it  shall  be  shown,  to  the  satiilkction  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  that  the  same  was  located  by  the 
soldier  or  wacrantee,  or,  In  case  of  his  deatlu  by  his  next 
•f  kin,  as  provided  by  the  acts  of  Congress  sionwaid. 

And  insetting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following,  viz: 

Sao.  1.  Be  U  enaetedy  4y.,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  United 
States  land  offices  shul  each  be  entitled  to  receive  Ulty 
cents  fbr  his  services  in  locating  each  bounty  land  warrant 
by  him  located,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  locating 
the  sane;  but  this  act  shall  not  be  soconstrusd  as  to  allow 
any  register  or  receiver  to  receive  any  greater  maximum  of 
salary  and  fees  than  by  law  he  is  now  entitled. 

Mr.  STUART  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  for  a  divisiori 
upon  strilrine  out  and  inserting. 

The  SP£AKER.  It  is  reported  as  one  entire 
sunendment,  and  cannot  foe  divided,  under  an  ex- 
press rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentnck)r.  I  rise  to 
make  an  inquiry.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  House 
fails  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  whether  it  does 
not  restore  the  section  stricken  out  as  it  stood 
oiiginally? 

The  SPEAKER.    Certainly  it  does. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 

in  the  aoore  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 

yeas  121,  nays  48 — as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  Abcrcromble,  AJIisoo,  Andrews,  John 
Appletoo,  Ashe,  Averett,  Babcock,  Tliomas  H.  Bayly, 
fiarrere,  Bartlett,  Bsil,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brvg,  Breeksn- 
ridte.  Albert  O.  Brown,  Burrows.  Busby,  BTCarriAflloa 
CsbdH.  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chand- 
l«r,  Chapman,  Chorchwell,  Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb, 
CottBiafe,  Curtis,  Daniel,  George  T.  Davis,  John  O. 
Davis,  Disney.  Dockery,  Duncan,  DaBhaai,  Edgerton, 
Sdmundson,  Evaas,  Faulkner,  FJoreaoe,  Fowler,  Free- 
man, Henry  H.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble.  Gay- 
lord,  Gentnr,  Grey,  Grow,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harper, 
SaoHMOO  W,  Harris,  Hart,  Havea,  Hebard,  Hendricks, 
HiUMfd,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  kow. 
Hunter,  IngersoU,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Georgs  W.  Jones,  J. 
Glancy  Jones,  Creorge  G.  King,  Kurtz,  Letcher,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  McCarkle,  McLanaban,  McMuUin,  Mcaeham, 
Meade,  Morebead,  Morrisoa,  Murphy^  Nabers.  Olds.  Orr, 
Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Polk,  Riddle, 
RobMns,  Robie,  Robinson,  Savage,  Schoolcraft,  Schoon- 
maker,  Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origan  S.  Seymour, 
8k«eltoa,  Smith,  RichArd  H.  Stanton,  Btratton,  George  W. 
Tbonpson,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Townshend.  Walbri<|ge, 
Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins,  WeUs,  Addison  White, 
Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  WUdrick,  and  WilHams— 191. 
^AYS—Messn.  Willis  AUen,  David  J.  Bailey,  Beale. 
Bannett,  Bowne,  Brentpa,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Lewis  D.  Camp- 
bell. Thompson  Campbell,  Clark,  Doty,  Durkee.  Eastman, 
Ficklin.  Fitch,  Giddinas,  Ooodenow^uorman,  Hall,  Haws, 
Howard,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Lnckhart, 
McMair,  Miller,  Molnny,  Henrv  D.  Moore,  John  Moore, 
Newtoa,  Bauiu«l  W.  Parker,  Penniman.  Price,  Ranloui, 
Richardson,  Hackett,  Scherroerhom,  Stanly,  Benlamin 
Stanton,  Thaddeus  Steven:*,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Washbam,  Welch,  Woodward,  and  Yates— 48. 

The  third  amendment,  proposing  the  following 
as  an  additional  section,  was  then  read,  viz: 

Sbc.  3.  Jtnd  he  U  further  enaetedt  That  if  any  officer  or 
soldier  who  would,  if  living,  have  been  entitled  to  die  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  September  98, 1050^  shall 
have  ditrd  leaving  ao  widow  surviving  him,  ore  child  or 
eluldrcn  of  such  officer  or  soldier  shaU  be  entitled  to  tlM 
beoe&tofsaid  act;  and  if  there  are  no  cbildrea  living,  then 
the  fioher  and  mother  of  such  officer  or  soldier  shsil  be  en- 
titled, or  in  default  of  fhthcr  or  mother,  the  right  shall  de 
se#«id  to  the  bmthen  and  sisters  of  such  officer  or  soldier  tn 
as  full  a  jnanner  as  tbou(^  said  soldier  or  officer  bad  him* 
self  received  the  booaty,  any  act  to  the  contrary  ootwith- 
staading. 

Mr.  ME^DE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  a  simple  amendment  to  that 
Mc^ion,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid 
;ro^s  injustice.  The  amendment,  as  it  stands, 
^v^  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  soldier,  if  he 
va  <V«ad  ths  laud  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  in 
c<uie  hs  leavea  no  children  living,  and  thus  ex- 
cludes hia  grandchildren,  if  there  be  any  living. 
I  wish  to  remedy  this. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  object.  It  can- 
not be  ai»d#  right  any  how. 


Mr.  MEADE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendmenia;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  the  third 
amendment,  and  resulted — yeas  133,  nays  41 — as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie.  WilUs  Allen,  Allison, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrvrc,  Bartlett,  Bell, 
Bibighaus,  Bowie,  John  H.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Broulu, 
Busby,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell, 
Thompson  CampbeUfCartter.  Chandler,  Chapman,  Church- 
well.  Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Couger.  Coltman,  Curtis, 
Daniel,  J.  G*  Davi«,Dawiu)n,  Disney,  Duncan,  Edgerton, 
EdmuDdsoo,  Ewing,  Ficklin.  Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  H. 
M.  FuUer,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gay  lord,  Gentry, 
Oilmore,  Gorman,  Grey,  Grow,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Har- 
per, Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Haws,  Uoscall,  H«bard, 
Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Horsford,  John  W.  Howe,  Thomas 
Y.  How,  Hunter,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson. 
James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kubns,  Kurtx,  Landry,  Letcher, 
Lockhart.  Humphrey  Marshall.  Mason,  MclAnalian.  Mc- 
MuUin, McNair,  Meacham,  Miller,  Molonv,  John  Moore, 
Morrison,  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr.  OuUaw.  Andrew  Parker, 
Samuel  W^  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Polk, 
Porter,  Price,  Rantoul,  Richardson,  Robbins,  Robie,  Robin- 
son, Sackeu,  Savage,  Schenuerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schooo- 
raaker.  Smart.  Smith,  Snow,  Stanly,  Bei^amin  Stanton, 
Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  St.  Martin, 
Strother, Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  George  W.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Townshend,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins, 
Welch,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alexaader  White,  Wikox, 
Williams,  and  Yates— 133. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Appleton,  William  Appleton, 
Ashe.  Averett,  Beale,  Bran,  Burrows,  Lewis  D.  Campbell, 
Caskie,  Clark,  Dockerv,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastman.  Evans, 
Giddings,  Goodenow.  Hall,  Haven,  Henn.  IngersoU,  Geonre 
W.  Jones,  Crsorge  G.  King,  MeQueon,  Meade.  Henry  D. 
Moore,  Morebead,  Newton,  Penniman,  Riddle,  Scurry, 
David  L.  Seyaunir,  Origen  S.  Seymour.  Skelion,  Strattoa, 
Stuart,  Toombs,  Walbridge,  WaUace,  Wildrick,  and  Wood> 
ward--4L 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  Uk 

The  fourth  amendment,  inserting  the  following 

as  an  additional  section,  was  then  read,  viz: 

Bko.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  a  commissioned  or  non<  commissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  who  shaU  have  made  application  for 
bounty  land  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  during  the 
peadenoy  of  such  application,  any  warrant  issued  in  the 
name  of  any  such  deceased  applicant,  sudi  warraat  so  is- 
sued  shall  not  become  void,  but  shaU  inure  to  and  for  the 
beaeflt  of  those  en  titled  thereto,  the  same  as  if  such  officer 
or  soMler  had  been  deceased  at  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Mr.  MEADE.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  a  yerbal  correction  in  that 
section. 

Mr.  JONES^  of  Tennessee.  Is  the  previous 
question  operating  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  asks  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House 

Mr.  JOg;^.    I  object. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  flflh  amendment  of  the  committee,  striking 

out  the  third  section  of  the  joint  original  resolution 

•and  inserting  the  following,  was  agreed  to  without 

a  division,  via: 

Sao.  4.  Jtnd  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  all  cases 
wtiere  the  mlHtia  or  volunteers  sr  State  troops  <tf  any  State 
or  Territory  were  called  intp  military  service,  and  whose 
services  bavel>een  paid  by  The  United  States,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  such  militia,  volunteers,  or  troops,  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  or  the  act  entiUed  "  An  act  grant- 
ing bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
been  enmsed  in  the  militarv  service  of  the  United  States,'* 
approved  September  98, 1S60,  and  shall  receive  lands  for 
their  services  according  to  the  pnivisions  of  said  act,  upon 
proof  {rf*  length  of  service  as  therein  required ;  and  that  the 
last  proviso  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  llth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1847,  be  and  the  same  Is  hereby  repealed :  ProvUed. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  bounty  land 
to  those  who  have  heretofore  received  or  become  entiUed  to 
tfiesame. 

7he  sixth  amendment,  inserting  the  following 
as  an  additional  section,  was  then  read: 

Sac.  5.  Jfnd  be  it/urthrr  enaetedf  That  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby  granted  to 
evf  ry  officer  and  soldier,  whether  of  regulars,  militia,  or 
volunteers,  who  may  have  been  actually  engaged  in  any 
aotioa  or  encounter  with  the  enemy,  in  any  of  the  wars 
specified  in  the  act  approved  September  9d,  1850,  without 
regard  to  his  length  of  service ;  or  in  cose  of  the  death  of 
any  such  soldier  or  officer,  the  warrant  ^n  be  issued  may  be 
granted  to  such  person  or  persons  as  would  be  entitled  un- 
der the  act  of  1850,  above  mentioned,  or  any  other  act,  as  if 
this  enactment  had  constituted  a  part  thereof:  Provided f 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
grant  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  any 
person  who  mav  already  be  entitled  to  it  uhder  the  act 
above  mentioned  for  his  services  in  any  one  war. 

Mr.  HENN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted-^ 
yeas  98,  nays  74— as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  William  Appleton,  Babcock,  David  J. 
Bailey,  Thomas  II.  Bayly,  Barrerc,  Bartlett,  Bennett, 
Bowie,  John  H.  Boyd,  Dreokenridge,  Brenton,  Briggs, 
Brooks,  Busby,  Joseph  Cable.  CaldwsU,  Lewis  u.  Camp- 
beU,  Thoopsan  GampM,  Oartler,  Gaikie*  ChareliwaU, 


John  O.  Davis,  Dawson,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Rdmandson, 
Evans,  Ewing,  Pitch,  Florence,  Henry  M.  Puller.  Gamble, 
Gentry,  GUmore,  Grey,  Ifall,  Hamilton,  Hammond,  Harper, 
Hart,  Haws,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Howard,  Thos. 
Y.  How,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  Johnson^  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
George  O.  Ring,  Kuhhs,  Kurtx,  Landry,  Lockhart,  Mason, 
McLanaban,  MeMuiUn,  McNair,  Meacham,  MUler,  Molo- 
ny,  Henry^.  Moore,  John  Moore,  MorriaHMi,  Nahers,  Olds, 
Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Phelps,  Polk, 
Porter,  PowelU  Richardson,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sackett, 
Savage,  Schermerhom,  Scurry,  Smith,  Snow,  Stanly, 
Benjiunin  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Alwahara  Stevens, 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  St.  Martin,  Btratton,  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Tliompson,  George  W.  Thompson,  Townshend,  Walbridge, 
Walsh,  Welch,  Addison  White,  and  Yates— 98. 

NAYS— MeHsn.  Abercrombie,  Allison,  John  Appleton, 
Ashe,  Avtrett,  Beale,  Bell,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burrows, 
Chandler,  Chapman,  Chastain.  Clark.  Clevehind,  Cling- 
man, Cobn,  Conger,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Dockery,  Doty,  Durkee, 
Eastman.  Edgerton,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Ful- 
ler, Gaylord,  Giddings,  Goodenow,  €Ht>w,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Hascall,  Haven,  Henn,  Homford,  Houston,  John 
W.  Howe,  Hunter,  Ingecsoll,  Ives,  Jaiekson,  Jenkins, 
Jaa«ea  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones, 
Lfftcher,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Meade,  Morehead,  Murphy, 
Newton,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Riddle,  School- 
craft, Sefaoonmaker,  David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Sey- 
mour, Skelion,  Bflurt,  Stsotkrr,  Smart,  Thurston,  Toombs, 
WaUace,  Ward,  Watkins,  Wells,  WUeox,  WU<Mck,  and 
Williams— 74. 

So  the  amendme()t  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  sections  were  then  read,  as  the 
next  amendment  in  order,  viz: 

Sac.  6.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  warrants  of 
oae  hundred  aud  sixty  aerss,  so  as  above  to  be  issued,  ahaU 
be  assignable. 

Sko.  7.  Jind  be  it/miher  enaeted.  That  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 98, 165t,  is  hereby  extended  to  all  naval  officers, 
sailors,  flotilla  men,  and  marines  servinc  with  land  troopa 
in  cases  whflke  they  could  not  be  entitled  to  prise  money. 

'Mr.  MARSHA  LL,  of  Kentucky.  I  understand 
that  the  sections  read  have  been  Just  voted  upon. 
They  constituted  a  part  of  the  sixth  amendment 
of  the  committee. 

The  SPE A  KER.  Through  inadvertency  upon 
the  part  of  the  Clerk,  one  section  only  was  read  of 
the  entire  amendment  embracing  three  sections. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  upon  it.  Grentlemen  who  voted  are  placed 
in  a  false  position,  as  they  thought  they  were 
voting  upon  the  whole  of  the  amendment  as  ofibred 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Etavs.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  was  put  upon 
the  single  section. 

Mr.  EVANS,  dentlemen  can  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  other  sections,  and  will  not  bt 
plaqed  m  a  false  position  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  By^  the  consent  o(  the  House 
the  vote  will  be  tidcen  separately  upon  the  two  re* 
main ing  sections  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  upon  the  sixth 
section,  and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  the  seventh 
section,  * 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  demanded 
theyeas  and  najrs;  which  were  refused. 

Tlie  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  on  a  division — ayes  87,  noes  37. 

The  seventh  amendnoent  of  the  committee,  str3c- 
ing  out  the  fourth  section  of  the  joint  resolution^ 
and  inserting  the  following,  was  agreed  to,  viz: 

Sac.  8.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  computing 
tbeterm  of  service  ofme  officers  and  soldlenof  militia,  vol- 
unteers, andmngen,  ft>r  the  purpose  oTihisaet*  or  of  the  aet 
of  which  this  act  is  explanatory,  such  term  shall  be  com- 
puted from  the  time  thsv  were  mustered  into  the  service  of 
and  paid  by  the  United  States  to  the  time  they  were  dis- 
charged therefrom :  Provided,  That  tMs  seeUnn  shaU  nd 
extend  to  the  oases  provided  for  is  the  seeon4secion,  imd 
in  the  provisoes  to  toe  first  section  of  the  act  of  which  thia 
act  is  explanatory. 

The  House  then  concurred  in  the  eighth  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  striking  out  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution. 

The  question  now  bein^,  '*  Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?" 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — y^as  85,  nays  8^— 4is  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  WiHiam  Appleton,  Ashe.  Averstt,  Bart> 
lett,  Beale,  Bragg,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Burr<lws,  Lewis  D. 
CampbeU.  Cartler,  OasUe,  Chandler.  Chsmnan,  Clark^ 
Clevelaao,  Conger,  Curtis,  Daniel.  Dockery.  Dety,  Durkro, 
Ba^itman,  Evans,  PIteli,  Fowler, T»  J.  D.  Fnller,qpodenow, 
Grow,  Hall,  Harper.  Hart,  Haws.  Hascall,  Haven,  Kenn, 
Hibbard,  Horsford.  Howard,  Jno.  W.  Howe,  Hunter^  Inger- 
soU, Jackson,  J enldus,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Ktthns,  Meade,  Henry  D.  Moore.  Morehead,  Na^non,  Orr, 
Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Penniman,,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Price,  Robie, 
Sackett,  Schermerhorn,  SchoolcnUt,  Schoonmaker,Scurrr, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Skelton.  Smith, 
Soow,  BwOvi**  Staalea,  AhraiMM  P.  SleimM,  Thaddew 
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Steven*,  Stratton.  Stuart,  Suthertftiid,  Benjainin  Thomp- 
non,  Getinje  VV.  Thoinp«on,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Towa»- 
heiKi,  WiUbridge,  Wallace,  Wttils,  WUiIrick,  and  Wood- 
ward— SA. 

NAYJi — Messrs.  Abercroinbie,  W.  Allen,  Alliaon.J.  Ap- 
pletun,  D.J.  Bailey,  T.  H.  Bayly,  Barr(n-«,  Bell,  Bennett, 
Bowie,  J.  II.  Boyd,  Breckenri'dge.  Brenton,  A.  G.  Brown, 
Bu<by,  £.  Carrinffton  Cabell,  Caldw«tl,  Tlmnipaon  Camu- 
b<;ll,  Chastain,  CburcUwell,  Cliiiginan,  Cobb,  John  G. . 
Davii3,  DawiK>u,  Duncan,  Dunham,  £d{ertou,  Edmundaon, 
Emne,  Ficklin,  Florence,  Freeman,  Iliinrv  M.  Fuller.Gani- 
ble,  Gnylord,  Gilmore,  Grey,  HamiU<>n,  Hammond,  samp- 
aonW.  Harris,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Thomas  Y. 
How,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  G.  Kmf, 
Knrtx,  Landry,  Lockhart,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mason, 
McLanabau,  AIcNalr,  Meacham,  Miller,  Molony,  John 
Moore,  Morrison,  Murphy,  Nobers,  Olds,  Andrew  Parker, 
Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penn,  Polk,  Pow<>ll,  Uirhardsou,  Rob- 
bing, RobinMn,  Savaiie, Stanly,  Richard  H.  Stanton, Stone, 
Sirother,  Ta>ior,  Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Waikina, 
Welch,  Addison  White,  Alexander  White,  WUcox,  Wil- 
liamo,  and  Yabw— 89. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  eneroRsed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  96,  nays  83 — as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie.  Willis  Allen,  Allison, 
John  Appteton,  Babcock,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H. 
Bayly,  barrere.  Bell,  Bennett,  Bowie,  Ureckenridse,  Bren- 
ton,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Bu^by,  E.  Carrinaton  Cabell,  Cald- 
well, Thompson  Campbell,  Chandler,  Cbastain,  Church- 
well,  CHnyman,  Cobb,  Cottman,  John  G.  Davis,  Dnwson, 
Duacan,  Dunham,  Edgerton,  Edmund<«n,  Ewinf,  FickHn, 
Fitch,  Florence,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gay- 
lord,  Gentry,  Gilmore,  Hamilton,  Haromond,  Sampson  W. 
Harris,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Thomas  Y.  How, 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert 
W.  Johmson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Kurtx.  Landry,  Lockhart, 
Humphrey  Marsliall,  Mason.  McLanahan.  McMullin,  Mc- 
Nair,  Meacbam.  Miller,  Mcitony,  John  Moore,  MorriMin, 
Murphy,  Nabers,  Old»,  Andrew  Parker.  Samuel  W.  Par- 
ker, Penn,  Polk,  Powell,  Richardson,  Rnbbins,  Robinson, 
Bavane,  Smart,  Snow,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abr'm  P.  Ste- 
YCDtf,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stratton,  Strother,  Taylor,  WaUh, 
Ward,  Washburn,  Watklns,  Welch,  Addi^n  White,  Alex- 
ander White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Yates— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  William  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett,  Bart- 
letr,  Beale,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brajgt,  Brigfs,  Brooks,  Burrows, 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chapman,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Conger,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Gcorgu  T.  Davin,  Dock- 
ery,  Doty,  Durkec,  Eastman,  Evans,  Fowler,  Thomas  J. 
V.  Fuller,  Goodenow,  Grow,  Hall,  Harper,  Hart,  Haws, 
Hascall,  Haven,  Henn,  Hibbard.  Horsford,  Howard,  John 
W.  Howe,  Hunter,  tngersoll,Jacks<in,  Jenkins, George  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston  Kins.  Kuhnw,  Letcher, 
Meade,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Morebead,  Newton,  Orr,  Out- 
law, Peaalee,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Plielm*,  Robie,  Sackett. 
Schermerhorn,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaxer,  Scurry,  David 
L.  Seymour,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelion,  Smith,  Benja- 
min Stanton,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Ben- 
jamin Thompson,  Geo.  W.  Thompson.  Thurston,  Toombs, 
Townshend,  Walbrldfe,  Wallace,  Wells,  Wildrick,  and 
Woodword— 83. 

So  the4>ill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  mored  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time,  and  to  lay 
tlie  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHERMERHOKN.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  upon  that 
motion,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  out  they 
were  refu.^ed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  tellers; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Messrs.  Fuller, 
of  Maine,  and  Fowler  acting  as  tellers,  and  re- 
sulted— ayes  94,  noes  53. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 

PETITfONS,  ate. 
Thefbllowinf  petitions,  memorials,  8ic.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  PLORE.VCE:  The  memorial  of  Henry  R.  Wil- 
son, W.  B.  Sclinider,  A.  C.  Michener  and  others,  dtixens 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  petitioning  Congr«»ss 
to  pass  a  law  extending  the  "  Woodworth  patent "  for 
planing  boards,  Alc. 

Also,  Uie  memorial  of  W.  Watt,  Richard  Bellshaw,  Wil- 
liam Steele,  William  Pulton  and  oUiers,  citixens  of  the 
State  o('  Pennsylvania,  representiiig  that  the  national  inter- 
ests of  iron,  of  coal,  of  glass,  and  ofcottoa,  are  not  in  a  pros- 
perous cQoditioa,  and  submitting  to  the  consideration  of 
Comm^s%>me  of  the  general  features  of  the  policy  which 
Great  Britain  in  unwearied  in  her  efforts  to  puri«ue  for  the 
protection  of  her  uianurkctnres,  and  inquiring  whether  the 
general  weliare  shall  be  promoted  by  the  adoption  ufa  rev- 
enue tariff,  based  upon  fnil  protection  to  Uie  diversified  in- 
terests of  our  beloved  country. 

By  Mr.  SMART:  The  petition  of  Captain  John  Gluer 
and  others,  citUans  of  Camdao,  Maine,  askinf  that  ^in- 


dies and  buoys  may  be  erected  upon  ledges  at  the  mouth  of 
Camden  harbor  in  said  State. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts:  The  petition  of  Sam- 
uel L.  Hinkley  and  others,  of  Massacbuaetts,  for  a  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  raw  silk. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER:  The  petition  of  Frank  F.  Knowles 
and  30  other  master  mariners  of  the  port  of  Boston,  praying 
for  <<  an  appropriation  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States''  for  tiie  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Scituate,  in 
the  State  of  Ma.s,snclmsetu«. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS:  The  remonstrance  of  G.  Conger 
and  others^  citizens  of  Niagara  countj^  New  York,  against 
the  extension  of  the  patent  for  Woodworth *8  planing  ma- 
chine. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN:  The  petition  of  Ezra  C.  Sea- 
man and  others,  clerks  in  the  First  Comptroller's  Office, 
praying  for  iticrense  of  salary. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  inemorial  of 
George  M.  Hollenback,  S.  D.  Lewis,.  Zeb4  Bennett. 
Thomas  Oldcrshaw,  I«aac  8.  Ostuhurt,  Edward  Carr,and 
other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  VW1TE,  of  Alabama:  The  memorial  of  William 
L.  Terry  and  others,  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia  railroad. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  The  memorial  of  Enos  B.  Ring 
and  150  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  further 
protection  to  American  induntry. 

By  Mr.  SCHERMERHORN:  The  remonstrance  of  550 
citizens  of  tiie  county  of  Monroe,  New  York,  against  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

Mr.  BARRBRE :  A  petition  numerously  signed,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  routn  from  Williamsbtirg, 
in  CU'rmoDt  county,  via  Mount  Horeb. 

AImo,  a  petition  numerously  signed,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  from  Williamsburg,  in  Cler- 
mont county,  via  Mount  Horeb,  Branneus,  Snrainia,  and 
FincasUe,  to  Winchester,  in  Adams  county,  Ohio,  anid  for 
supplying  the  mail  tri-weekly  on  said  route. 

By  Mr.  DURKEE :  The  remonstrance  of  George  Lip- 
pard  and  17  others,  of  the  county  of  New  York,  against  the 
renewal  of  Woodworth 's  patent. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Gilmore  and  S49  others,  of 
the  county  of  Waukei<ha,  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  to 
change  tiie  law  pcrmiuing  Uie  United  States  mail  to  be  car- 
ried on  the  Babbath  dav. 

By  .Mr.  HAMILTON :  The  petition  of  Nicholas  Leitter 
and  other  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Maryland,  re- 
monstrating against  the  exieni<Ton  of  the  patent  of  Austin 
and  Zcbulon  Parker  for  alleged  improvements  upon  reaction 
water-wheels. 

Also,  the  petition  of  133  citizens  of  Alleghany  county, 
Maryland,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent  bv  Congress. 

By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Hlinois :  The  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Bennett,  Michael  Byrne,  and  others,  praying  for  re> 
lief,  ficc. 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  John 
Chalmers,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war. 

By  Mr.  HIBBARD:  The  memorial  of  W.  O.  C.  Wood- 
bury and  others,  citizens  of  Sullivan  county.  New  Hamp- 
shire, remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  Woodworth 't 
patent. 

By  Mr.  INOERSOLL  :  Five  diflteent  memorials  of  ship 
owners  and  ship  masters,  masters  of  vessels,  and  other  cit- 
izens of  the  State  of  Coimrcticut,  asking  form  appropria- 
tion by  Congre>)s  for  the  impr>vement  of  ue  harbor  of  West- 
brook,  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  certain  importers,  merchants,  and 
citizens  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  new  cu»tom  house  at  New  Haven. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  The  petition  of  S.  M({yargee,  John 
Birely,  S.  H.  Giltingham,  Jacob  Teese,  and  40  other  cit- 
izens of  the  county  ot'  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against 
any  renewal  or  extensioq|p>f  the  Woodworth  patent  (or 
planing  boards,  &c.,  for  reasons  therein  stated. 

AlfiO,  the  petition  of  Charie^A.  Spring,  against  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Woodworth  patent,  who  states  that  they  have 
embraced  in  their  specificauons  improvements  which  the 
•aid  C.  A.  Spring  and  P.  Boon  claim  in  their  patent  of  reis- 
sue. No.  309. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  The  petition  of  certain 
masters  and  owners  of  vessebi,  praying  tliat  Biloxi  may  be 
made  a  port  of  entry. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  asking  Congress  to 
provide  for  the  speedy  construction  of  ship  canals  luouud 
the  Falls  of  Niagara  and  Sault  Sie.  Marie. 

Altio^  two  memorials  remonstrating  against  the  fWther 
extension  of  the  term  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  BRENTON:  Petitiom  of  H.  H.  Neff,  Thongs 
W.  Recce,  and  J.  R.  Randall,  assistant  marshals  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  asking  additional  compensatioo  for  taking 
the  census  under  the  act  of  1850. 

By  Mr.  WELLS:  The  remonstrance  of60  citizens  of  the 
county  of  M9ntgomery,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of 
the  W<K>dworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER :  The  petition  of  John  B.  A.  Nad- 
enboush,  late  an  as.-^istant  marsiial,  praying  additional  com- 
peniMUion  for  his  services  in  taking  tlie  census. 

Also,  the  petition' of  John  Keeter,  a  disabled  soldier  of 
the  war  of  181*3,  asking  to  be  placed  on  the  peniu<m  roll. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR:  The  memorial  of  Levi  Streepcr  and 
otiie'r  citizens  of  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  modify  the  tariff  of  1846  in  regard  to  iron. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  S.  D.  Conover  and  others,  repre- 
senting that  the  forcible  intervention  of  one  State  in  tiie  in- 
ternal Affairs  of  another  State,  is  in  open  violation  of  the 
puUic  law  of  the  world,  and  praying  Congress  at  once  to 
declare  their  recognition  of  that  law,  and  by  prompt  and 
active  measures  to  prevent  its  infraction. 

By  Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  memorials  from  the  follow- 
ing as«iiitant  marshals  in  the  State  of  Nortii  CaroKna,  ask- 
ing additional  compensation  fbr  takiiigthe  Seventh  Cen»us, 
viz:  A.  M.  Bryan,  of  the  county  Of  Ashe,  E.  Hough,  of 
the  county  of  Yndkin ;  Wm.  R.  Lovilt,  of  the  county  of 
Surry ;  R.  C.  Miller,  of  the  county  of  Caldwell ;  AbnerCar- 
micliael,  of  the  county  of  Wilkea;  £.  D.  Auetfn,  of  the 


county  of  Rowan ;  Jonathan  Horten,  nf  theceeivty  of  W»- 
taiign ;  Jesse  Gant,  of  the  county  of  Cauwbt;  Thoaias  L. 
Tucker,"  of  the  county  of  Iredell ;  and  J.  C.  Sttiith,of  toi 
county  of  Alexander. 

By  Mr.  MORRISON  :  The  petition  of  Nathaniel  J.  ?wke, 
asking  to  be  phiced  on  tiie  list  of  invalid  penakmer*  on  ac- 
count of  dis^ilitv  incurred  in  the  Mexican  war. 

By  Mr.  PRICE :  The  mem«mal  of  J.  C.  Garthwaitc,  W. 
A.  Myer,  J.  W.  Painier,  Wro.  Wright,  Wm.  Jarkion,  Jori 
W.  Condit  and  others,  merchants,  ship  owners,  and  ua- 
derwriters  of  Newark,  New  Jcn^y,  remonKtntint  aKaiiut 
the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1847,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  reduction  of  the  costs  and  expenses  of  proceedinj  ia 
admiralty  against  ships  aud  vewiels,^'  andprayuigfora  0104. 
ification  of  said  law. 

By  Mr.  EDGEBTON :  The  memorial  of  BeajtAia  B. 
Movers,  asking  to  be  relieved  from  tbe  payment  of  a  jad|- 
ment  against  him  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  for  tM 
payment  of  moneys  due  him. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  remonstrance  of  citiseu  of  0«- 
wego,  New  York,  against  tbe  renewal  of  tbe  Woodwwtb 
patent. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  tkbrumry  27, 1853, 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bvtuk. 
THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Private  Calendar  will 
be  taken  up  under  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  wbick 
devotee  Friday  of  each,  week  to  that  business. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  hoDe  the  execution  of  ibator^cr 
will  be  dispensed  with  for  an  hour,  as  theSeiator 
from  South  Carolina  desires  to  make  sontf  ex* 
planation. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  should  like  to  preMot  tome 
petitions,  if  it  is  in  order  to  do  so. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  wUl  not  be  in  order, en- 
less  the  order  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  privau 
bills  shall  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the  ex-. 
ecution  of  that  order  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  not.  It  is  a  veiy  le-" 
rious  business  to  private  claimants;  for  if  we  poit' 
pone  the  execution  of  this  order  now,  tbe  pnT(ti 
Dills  will  go  over  for  a  week. 

Mr.  GWIN.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BADGEp.  Certainly  they  will,  of  coum. 
I  was  in  hopes  that  the  course  pursued  would  be 
that  which  I  suggested  yesterday — that  the  Swa* 
tor  from  South  Carolina  should  postpone  bis  r^ 
marks  until  Monday,  and  make  them  during  tbe 
morning  hour  of  that  day. 

There  was  a  generally  expressed  wish  that  tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  be  permitted 
to  go  on  to-day,  and  therefore  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  execution  of  the  order  of  the  Senajp  for 
one  hour  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  having  hm 
agreed  to,  the  next  order  of  business  is  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions,  afterwards  reports  fron 
standing  committees,  and  then  motions  and  reto- 
lutions;  but  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  on  the  ex- 
planation which  he 'wishes  to  make,  the  Obiir 
will  adopt  that  course. 

The  Senate  assented. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  would  also  think  it  fair  to 
state  to  the  Senate  that  my  object  may  not  be  ac- 
complished within  tbe  hour  allowed; 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  this  course  is  pursued,! 
hope  it  will  be  understood  that,  as  a  fostterof 
course,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  taka 
as  much  time  as  he  requires. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tion declaring  the  measures  of  adjustment  to  be  a 
definitive  settlement  of  the  questions  growing  o«[ 
of  the  subject  of  slavery  would  be  taken  up,  aad 
on  them  would  be  the  petiding  question. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  President,  I  probaWfOwe 
an  apology  to  the  Senate — at  least  i  think  it  dot 
to  myself  to  state,  that  the  reason  why  I  hate  not 
responded  sooner  to  the  animadversions  of  the  Sea- 
alor  from  Alabama  [Mr.  ClememiI  and  thoae  (m  a 
milder  strain)  of  the  Senator  from  MichigaDTMr. 
Cass]  was,  that  I  was  not  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington at  the  time  they  were  uttered  in  the  Senate; 
nor  did  I  know  of  the  personalities  which  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  had  used  towards  roe  unul 
just  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  honie  to  re- 
turn to  Washington.  Afler  I  had  been  herew 
several  days  I  read  them,  and  I  have  w"**^'**" 
watching  the  current  of  bus^ess  under  the  nop«. 
that  the  resolution  upon  which  these  anitnad»er- 
sions  were  made,  would  come  up  for  consideration; 
and  that  I  couM  then  address  myself  with  pi^ 
priety  to  the  Senate,  upon  the  animadverstooa  01 
the  Senator  from  Alabama;  but  after  waitwf  some 
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ten  days  or  fortnight,  I  find  that  I  might  watt 
mu^h  longer  in  vain;  and,  therefore,  the  only 
course  lefl  to  me  is  to  throw  myself,  as  I  now  do, 
to  make  my  response,  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Seiukte. 

In  order  that  the  Senate  may  appreciate  my 
position,  I  will  read  an  extract  from  the  speecn 
delirered  by  the  Senator  from  Al&bama.  1  had 
hoped  that  when  the  altercation  between  the  late 
Senator  from  Mississippi  fMr.  Poote]  and  my- 
^If  had  closed,  tliat  it  would  be  an  end,  so  far  as  I 
was  concerned,  of  any  contention  on  this  floor. 
I  deprecate  all  such  contention  from  the  bottom 
of  my  h^t.  I  have  been  for  twenty  years  in 
legislative  bodies,  and  I  have  so  demeaned  myself, 
both  in  my  personal  and  private  intercourse  with 
other  gentlemen,  as  well  as  in  my  official  inter- 
course in  my  representative  capacity,  as  to  bring 
mys^f  in  serious  conflict  with  none.  But  now, 
in  consequence  of  having  announced  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  opinions  which  I  sincerely  and 
conscientiously  entertain,  in  the  discharge  of  .my 
l»ublic  duty,  I  find  myself  the  subject  of  vitupera- 
tion, assault,  and  calumny.  There  is  but  one 
course  left  for  me.  I  must  defend  myself  and  my 
position. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama,  in  the  speech  to 
which  I  refer,  used  the  following  words: 

*<Tb«  scene  we  witnenMd  Uie  other  day  during  Uie  de- 
Kvery  by  the  Senator  fVom  South  CaroUna  [Mr.  Rubtt j  of 
bis  harangue,  surprised  no  one  here ;  bm  it  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  profound  astonishment  to  the  country  if 
they  could  have  been  spectators  of  what  occurred.  There 
was  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  SoMiniK,]  the 
Senator  from  Ohio.  [Mr#  Cuasb,]  and  the  Senator  from 
Mew  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Halc,]  gathered  about  him  in  a  sort 
of  fraternal  ring,  while  the  countenance  of  the  Senator 
fhMi  New  York  [Mr.  Sbwaro]  was  radiant  with  gladness. 
T^bua  was  exhibited  the  spectacle  of  an  extreme  Southern 
Seiiator  denouncing,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  Government 
of  hia  eovmtry,  and  declaring  himself  a  diAunionist,  on  ac- 
const  of  allegeid  wrongs  heaped  upon  him.  with  four  as  rabid 
Abolitionistii  as  this  land  contains  drinking  in  bis  words 
with  eager  approbation— applaudinff,  cheering,  and  en- 
couraging him.  All  tiiis  was  nothing  new  to  us,  how- 
ever strange  it  may  agpear  to  the  plain  and  honest  yeomanry 
oT the  country.  Nor  was  it,  when  calmly  considered,  at  all 
mmatural — 

'  A  fellow  feeting  makes  us  wondrous  khid.  > 

*<  There  is  a  sympathy  in  treason  as  well  as  in  knavery ; 
and  those  who  are  earnestly  striving  to  accoroplirii  the 
same  end  need  not  quarrel  about  the  separate  means  em- 
ployed." 

This  extract,  and  others  tliat  I  shall  read  to  the 
Senate,  are  taken  from  the  speech  printed  by  the 
Senator  himself,  and  circulated  under  his  frank,  [ 
presume,  to  the  people  qf  Alabama.  Her&.  is  a 
charge  on  myself  of  knavery  and  treason.  He 
says  Uiere  is  a  sympathy  in  treason  as  well  as  in 
knavery;  and  that  tnat  sympathy  exists  between 
myeeltand  those  four  Senators  on  this  floor.  The 
coarse  which  I  projKMe  to  pursue  on  this  occasion 
before  the  Senate,  is  that  which  is  very  common 
in  our  courts  of  justice:  to  discredit  the  witness. 
I  mean  to  show,  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
standa  in  no  such  hi^h,  moral  position,  as  to  give 
any  force  to  his  arrai^mentormeorof  any  other 
man,  for  the  want  of  integritv  or  fidelity. 

Such  are  his  words,  and  I  will  now  show  the 
character  of  the  witness.    The  assertion  that  the 
Senaton  he  has  mentioned  were  around  me  **  ap- 
plauding and  cheering  '*  me,  is  entirely  destitute  of 
truth.    Every  Senator  on  this  floor  can  testify,  that 
no  such  transaction  took  place  m  the  Senate.   Did 
aoY  Senator  on  this  floor — did  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,    the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  or  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  app/a]M2  or  cheer  me? 
Will  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  rise  up  and 
ansurer  before  the  Senate  whether  he  applauded 
or  cheered  me  during  the  time  I  was  speaking?    I 
yi>ld  him  tlie  floor  to  hear  his  reply. 

A^r.  SUMNER.    Mr. President,  when  the  Sen- 
eto^-from  South  Carolina  addressed  the  Senate  on 
^«    oceanon  to  which  he  now  refers,  I  occupied 
ihe     a^oLt  belonging  to  me  on  this  floor,  and  near 
bim     oMrn.    I  listened  to  htm  throughout  with  atten- 
ior^^^    1  was  interested  by  his  manner  and  his  abil- 
\v^*v--.  \>ut,  since  he  now  appeals  to  me,  1  am  con- 
^Vc^^ned   to  add  that,  as  a  lover  of  the  Union,  I 
\v%«jrd  him  not  only  without  approbation,   ex- 
pressed or  fielt,  but  with  entire  diMsat. 
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Mr.  RHETT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
please  state  to  the  Senate  whether  he  applauded  or 
cheered  me  ? 

Mr.  CHASE.  It  so  happens,  Mr.  President, 
that  I  occupy  the  seat  next  but  qne  wthat  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  When  he  was 
speaking  the  other  day,  I  did  not  leave  my  seat, 
but  paid  him  the  respect  of  listening  attentively  to 
the  remarks  which  he  addressed  to  the  Senate.  I 
am.  not  aware,  that  I  so  far  forjrr>t  the  decencies 
proper  to  this  Chamber,  as  to  applaud  or  give  any 
special  sign  of  approval  or  disapproval  of  any  sen- 
timent which  the  Senator  uttered.  1  will  say,  how- 
ever, now,  that  so  far  as  the  honorable  Senator  ad- 
vances the  doctrines  of  State-rights  which  Jefl*er- 
son  and  Madison  inculcated,  I  agree  with  him;  so 
far  as  he  advocates  the  doctrines  of  disunion,  I 
dissent  from  him  wholly,  utterly,  here  and  every- 
where. And  i  will  add  further,  that  so  far  as  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  inculcates  reverence  for  the 
Constitution,  and  attachment  to  the  Union,  I  con- 
cur with  him,  as  I  do  with  every  man  who  pro- 
fesses these  sentiments',  but  when  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  ingrafts  upon  that  doctrine  of  attachnxent 
to  the  Union,  the  doctrine  of  consolidation  which 
the  patriarchs  of  the  Democratic  school  have  ever 
rejected,  I  dissent  from  him,  and  repel  the  doc- 
trine. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  President,  I  wUl go  no  fur- 
ther on  this  point.  Every  Senator  knows  what  is 
the  truth  in  regard  to  this  matter.  There  was  not 
one  single  sign  of  applause  or  cheering  in  this  body, 
yet  the  Senator  asserts  that  these  four  Senators 
applauded,  cheeredf  and  encouraged  me;  and  he 
says  it  was  no  extraordinary  thing  at  all — ^nothing 
new — that  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  con-' 
sisting  of  representatives  of  the  States,  grave  gov- 
ernors and  judges  of  the  land,  that  such  men  who 
have  gone  through  a  probation  of  public  servipe  in 
all  the  States,  when  they  are  here  gathered  together, 
should  applaud  and  cheer  each  other  on  this  floor 
in  the  course  of  their  observations.  Such  a  thing 
has  never  disgraced  the  Senate.  Therefore,  | 
leave  the  Senate  to  determine,  and  I  leave  the  coun- 
try to  determine,  in  the  very  commencement  of  my 
reply  to  that  Senator,  how  far  he  is  fit  to  stand  up 
here  and  arraign  others  for  a  want  of  integrity, 
truthfulness,  or  consbtency. 

There  not  only  was  no  foundation,  no  fact  to 
support  this  charge,  but  the  reason  he  assigns  is 
"equally  witliout  foundation.  His  reason  was,  that 
there  was  a  sympathy  between  these j^entlemen  and 
myself  on  the  subject  of  dfsunion.  That  is  his  as- 
sertion; that  is  what  he  has  spread  abroad  and  sent 
into  Alabama  and  the  Southern  States.  Sir,  you 
have  heard  what  these  Senators  have  said.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama  himself  has  heard  them 
express  on  this  floor  their  opinions  concerning  the 
Union.  I  myself  have  heara  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  fwho,  it  is  said, 
was  .also  one  of  those  who  applauded  and  cheered 
me,)  as  every  other  Senator  has  heard  them  on 
this  floor,  speak  in  tlie  most  devoted  terms  of  their 
adherence  and  attaehment  to  the  Union,  and  de- 
precate its  dissolution  as  the  greatest  of  calamities; 
and  the  Senator  from  Alabama  iisea  up,  and 
not  only  asserts  the  fi&ct  that  th^y  applauded  and 
cheered  me  on  this  floor  for  declarations  of  hos- 
tility to  tlie  Union,  but  thai  the  reason  for  their 
applause  and  cheers  was  a  sympathetic  accordance 
of  opinion  between  us  on  this  subject.  Sir,  the 
charge  of  any  sympathy  between  us  on  the  point 
of  disunion,  is  as  baseless  as  the  facts  by  which 
he  attempts  to  prove  it.  On  the  contrary,  these 
Senators  agree  with  Rim  in  his  unionism.  Their 
sympathies,  if  any  exist,  are  with  him  in  his 
new-born  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  tlie  Union. 
They  are  his  allies,  not  mine;  and  by  his  course, 
is  hoping  on  the  consummation  of  their  policy .  I 
suppose  I  might  stop  here,  so  far  as  i  am  per- 
sonally concerned;  but  the  cause  of  the  South 
requires,  I  think,  that  I  should  go  on,  and  show 
the  ineonaistencieB  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 
I  will  show  that  he  occupied  exactly  the  ground  I 
now  occupy,  and  which  many  I  represent  support. 
If  he  has  abandoned  it,  and  now  takes  direcuv  op- 
posite ground^  his  censure  or  aspersions  can  narm 
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no  one.  His  credibility  as  a  witness,  his  author- 
ity for  evil,  can  affect  neither  me  nor  any  other 
man  on  or  off  of  this  floor.  I  propose  to  show, 
what  kind  of  a  man  he  is,  from  nis  own  speeches 
and  his  own  acts. 

There  is  a  practice  of  the  English  bar,  which  I 
have  seen  used  in  our  own  courts  with  very  good 
eflect*  Before  the  proofs  are  brought  forward,  it 
is  usual  for  the  lawyer  to  state  what  he  intends  to 
prove,  in  order  that  the  minds  of  the  court  and 
jury  may  be  brought  to  those  important  points 
which  he  deems  material  to  the  issue.  Now  I 
will  state  to  the  Senate  what  I  propose  to  prove, 
by  the  words  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  I  do 
not  mean  to  convict  him;  I  mean  that  he  shall 
convict  himself.  I  do  not  mean  to  arraign  him — 
he  shall  arraign  himself;  and  whatever  evil  conse- 
quences occur  |o  him  in  the  estimation  of  others, 
it  shall  be  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  If  he  shall 
commit  political  or  moral  suicide,  his  own  hand 
shall  do  the  deed.  I  will  now  state  to  the  Senate, 
in  a  brief  way,  what  I  intend  to  prove  and  sub- 
stantiate by  his  own  speeches. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama,  during  the  last 
Congress,  delivered  various  speeches  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ^uthem  slavery: 

1.  On  his  resolution  of  the  27th  of  December, 
calling  for  information  as  to  California,  he  takes 
the  position  that  for  Congress  to  admit  California 
as  a  State,  with  the  clause  in  her  constitution  pro- 
hibiting slavery,  was  the^passage  by  Congress  of 
the  Wilmot  proviso  in  a  oifferent  form,  and  that, 
in  doing  so.  Congress  would  violate  all  precedent. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  What  is  the  volume  from 
which  you  read  ? 

Mr.  RHETT.  It  is  all  taken  from  the  Con- 
gressional OUbe.  I  shall  read  the  extracts  them- 
selves directly.  If  he  will  turn  to  the  dates,  he 
will  find  them;'or  I  will  send  him  my  extracts,  as 
I  have  them  all  written  down. 

2.  On  the  10th  of  January, in  his  speech  on  the. 
Vermont  resolutions  advocating  resistance  by  the 
South  to  the  admission  of  CaTifornia  as  tlie  first 
aggression,  he  contends  that  we  cannot  yield  one 
inch;  shows  that  this  would  not  only  be  impolitic, 
bringing  desolation  and  death  to  the  South,  but 
infamous;  eschews  prudence;  treats  charges  of 
disunion  with  contempt;  and  finally  depicts  two 
classes  of  traitors  existing,  the  Abolitionists  and 
the  Submissionists  in  the  South. 

3.  On  the  11th  of  February,  in  liis  speech  on 
the  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Ha^e  to  dissolve 
the  Union,  he  asserts  that,  between  disunion  and 
submission  of  the  South  to  tlie  admission  of  Cal- 
ifornia, the  South  would  take  the  former;  and  ar- 
gues, that  in  this  event,  it  will  be  the  North,  not  the 
South,  which  will  dissolve  the  Union  by  destroy- 
ing the  Constitution. 

4.  On  the  20th  of  February,  in  his  speech  de- 
livered on  the  President's  message  traiismitting  to 
the  Senate  the  constitution  of  California,  he  de- 
nounces Mr.  Clat*s  resolutions;  argues  at  length 
against  the  constitutionality  of  admitting  Califor- 
nia into  the  Union;  denounces  her  admission  as 
the  consummation  of  a  drama  of  JVetwi  and  trick- 
en;  contends  that  the  North  gets  everything  by 
Mr.  Clat*»  proposed  compromise,  and  the  South 
loses  all;  prefers  the  Wilmot  proviso  direct;  de- 
nounces au  compromises  upon  the  subject,  and 
replies  to  the  pictures  of  war  and  blood  drawn  by 
Messrs.  Clav  and  Cass,  denying  that  they  have 
any  fbundation  in  the  probable  course  of  things; 
but  if  realized,  the  South  is  not  responsible,  and 
should  not  yield  on  that  account;  distinctly  indi- 
cates disunion  as  'Hhe  sharp  and  severe  remedy;** 
descants  on  Washington's  Farewell  Address,  and 
contends  that  he  would,  if  alive,  sanction  hia 
course,  and  go  with  the  Sk>uth  in  resistance. 

5.  On  the  8lh  of  May  he  attacks  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Thirteen,  and  asasils  Mr.MANouw; 
contends  that  there  is  no  room  for  liberality  in  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  cannot 
be  compromised  away. 

7.  On  the  16th  of  May  he  arraigns  Mr.  Foote 
for  inconsistency  in  supporting  the  report  of  the 
Committeeof  Thirteen,  which  the  Senator  said  was 
only  an  tmbodiment  of  Mr.  Clat's  resolutions; 
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denounces  the  compromise  as  **  a  shameless  sur- 
render;" descants  upon  the  **  outrage"  of  thedis- 
memberment  of  Texas;  and  treats  with  disrespect 
and  contempt  the  counsel  that  we  should  take  the 
compromise  as  **  th^  best  we  could  get.  "    - 

8.  On  the  21st  of  May  he  replies  to  Mr.  Foote's 
charge  of  being  in  association  with  Abolitionists, 
and  shows  that  their  (^spoaition  to  the  bill  is  for 
contrary  reasons. 

9.  On  the  13th  of  August,  he  protests  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  admitting  California;  re- 
peats his  position,  as  being  asainst  the  constitur 
tionality  of -the  bill;  declares  that  the  States  are 
soTcreign;  adrocates  secession,  and  declares  his 
allegiance  to  Alabama,  intimating  that  those  who 
support  the  bill  are  traitors  to  the  South,  and 
would  sell  their  souls  to  Satan,  and  betray  the 
Saviour  himtdf,  if  he  were  to  come  agam  on 
earth,  for  half  the  money  which  Judas  obtained. 

Such  were  the  positions  taken  by  Mr.  Jerrt 
CLBMENi,a  Senator  from  Alabama,  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1650. 
But,  in  the  year  1851,  in  the  month  of  December, 
Mr.  Jerrt  Clemens,  according  to  the  speech  he 
.littely  delivered,  is  an  entirely  diflferent  man,  and 
exhibits  an  entirely  new  character.  In  the  former 
year,  he  is  a  State-Rights,  Resistance  man — ^in 
the  latter,  he  is  a  consolidation  Submissionist;  in 
the  former  year,  he  denounces  the  compromise  as 
unconstitutional  and  unendurable  by  the  South — 
in  the  latter,  he  defends  it  as  constitutional  and 
the  source  of  great  blessings  to  the  country;  in 
the  former  year,  he  denounces  the  Submissionists 
to  the  compromise  as  traitors — in.  the  latter,  he 
becomes  one  himsdf,  and  denounces  the  Resist- 
ance men  as  traitors;  in  the  former  year,  he  des- 
cants on  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  as  the  *'sharp 
and  severe  remedy  " — in  the  latter,  he  praises  the 
Union,  iust  as  Mr.  Cass  and  Mr.  Clat  had  done 
before  him;  in  the  former  year,  he  treated  with 
just  scorn  and  contempt  the  pictures  of  blood  and 
woe  which  were  then  portrayed  as  the  conse- 
quences of  the  disunion  policy — in  the  next  year, 
he  becomes  a  picture  maker  in  the  same  line  him- 
self; in  the  former  year,  he  declares  the  States 
sovereign — in  the  latter,  that  they  are  not  sover- 
eign; in  the  ibrmer  year,  he  declares  that  his  alle- 
giance is  due  to  Alabama — in  the  latter,  that  no 
allegiance  of  his  is  due  to  her,  for  the  cannot  pun- 
ish treason;  in  the  former  year,  he  supports  seces- 
sion— in  the  latter  he  denounces  it;  and  crowns  the 
whole  by  the  assertion,  that  Jefferson,  the  Virginia 
report  and  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799,  with 
Calhoun  and  McDuffie  also,  all  denied  the  right 
of  secession. 

Now^  the  Senate  is  in  possession  of  what  |  pro- 
posed to  prove.  This  is  but  a  synopsis  of  the  po- 
sitions or  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  a  very 
imperfect  synopsis.  If  the  Senate  will  aitend  to 
the  language  1  shall  read ,  used  by  the  Sr  nator  from 
Alabama,  i  think  they  will  find  m  tlir  sequel,  that 
I  have  not  only  not  overstated  them,  but  that  I 
have  not  statea  his  inconsistency  in  the  full  force 
which  his  own  words  would  portray.  And  if  1 
make  all  this  to  appear,  as  t  think  I  shall,  will  he 
not  prove  to  be  a  very  proper  specimen  of  morality 
and  honor,  standing  up  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  arraign  the  conduct  or  principles  of 
other  Senators  ? 

Now,  Mr.  President,  for  the  extracts  to  which 
I  have  alluded.  On  the  20th  of  December — (you 
see,  sir,  he  began  very  early,  he  could  not  wait 
till  other  Senators  began;  he  began  himself;  fore- 
most in  his  zeal  for  the  interests  and  honor  of  the 
Soutli)— on  the  90th  of  December,  before  Mr.  Clat 
oflfered  his  resolutions,  he  came  out  in  the  Senate 
and  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  calling  upon  the 
President  for  information  upon  the  followinfr  sub- 
jects: First,  whether  he  had  appointed  a  civil  and 
military  governor  for  California,  since  March  last; 
second,  whether  any  agent  had  been  sent  out  to 
California  to  assist  in  the  formaUon  of  a  State 
government;  third,  how  the  persons  calling  them- 
selves delegates  to  the  convention  were  elected, 
who  fixed  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  what 
those  qualifications  were;  fourth,  whether  any 
census  of  the  inhabitants  of  California  had  been 
taken,  and  by  what  law;  and,  fifth,  the  instructions 
wliich  were  given  by  the  Government  to  the  civil 
and  military  Governor.  On  the  7th  of  January 
these  resolutions  came  up  for  consideration  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  Senator,  in  his  remarks  supporting 
their  passage,  said: 

'*  M y  atteaifoii  mw  paUed  to  the  ral^ect  by  the  GovftBor 


of  the  State  of  Alabama.  Tbe  people  of  ifaat  State  beNeve 
tbnt  a  fraud  had  been  practiced,  and  Uicy  called  for  inform- 
ation. What  a  ikree  it  is  to  My,  yoU  oppose,  and  eiilt  do 
the  same  things  which  the  Wtlniot  proviso  propoees  to  ac- 
eomplisb.  Are  we  to  be  treated  like  siek  chiklren,  wtio  are 
induced  tn  take  the  medictae  otfcreA  them,  by  ghrfng  the 
piU  a  coal  of  sugar,'^  kc. 

"  See,  sir,  what  a  beautifully  fine  figure  he  uses 
for  putting  the  Wilmot  proviso  upon  the  South, 
by  the  admission  of  California  with  her  constitu- 
tion prohibiting  slavery,  instead  of  passing  it  di- 
rectly in  a  temtorial  bill. 

«  YoQ  will  M  paM  the  Wilmot  proviso,  hot  yoa  come 
here  and  pass  the  same  principle  which  that  proviso  in- 
voivcfl,  Rod  in  doing  so  yon  violate  all  precedent  since  the 
e8tablishment  of  the  Government.  And  why  will  yoa  do 
it .'  Win  a  shigle  Senator  get  up  and  say  that  he  would 
vote  for  the  admission  of  that  State,  were  it  not  for  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  the  country  ?  Is  diere  one  here  who 
would  be  so  reckless  as  to  vote  for  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia, were  it  not  for  the  slavery  qncstion  ?  I  »ay  it  is  a 
matter  which  we  ought  to  know  all  nboot,  and  f  intend  to 
know  all  about  it." 

Sir,  that  is  pretty  stron?  language;  language 
which  I  heartily  approve.  Wot  being  then  in  pub- 
lic life,  and  a  mere  spectator  afar  on,  I  was  look- 
ing to  the  Senator  from  Alabama  as  one  of  our 
most  brilliant  leaders.  To  the  great  men  of  the 
South,  especially  to  her  Senators,  the  people  of 
the  South  tumea  with  intense  anxiety  to  point  the 
way  to  redemption,  to  honor,  and  to  peace,  and  to 
him  among  the  number. 

Now,  sir,  on  the  10th  of  January  the  Vermont 
resolutions  tame  up.  These  resolutions  covered 
the  whole  ground  of  the  question  of  slavery;  de- 
nouncing it  in  all  parts  of  the  country;  and  on- 
these  resolutions  the  Senator  from  Alabama  early 
got  the  floor,  and  here  is  what  he  says: 

"  I  wish  to  diow  my  constituents  that  the  declarations  so 
often  and  so  eameatly  made,  that  the  North  docs  not  intend 
to  interfere  with  slavery  where  it  exists,  is  entirety  tklse, 
and  intended  only  to  deceive.  The  game  has  been  |riayed 
with  some  success  heretofbre,  and  I  should  consider  myself 
very  culpable,  iff  did  not  now  «'xpose  it"    *       *        * 

**The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Chask]  savs  that  be  is 
not  to  be  deterred,  by  menaces  of  disunion,  from  pursuing 
the  course  he  has  marked  oat  for  himself.  I  have  no  wish 
to  deter  him.  I  want  him  and  other  Northern  m«n  to  come 
up  boldly,  and  do  what  they  tell  us  their  constituents  have 
demanded."      ♦•♦•••*• 

<*The  Sooth,  Mr.  President,  discWros  the  hroguage^of 
menace,  but  it  is  nevertheless  due  to  all  parties  that  her 
deliherate  purposes  should  be  known.  We  do  not  intend  to 
stand  still  and  have  our  throats  eat,  because  the  butcher 
chooses  to  sooth  us  witli  the  operaUon  of  honeyed  words. 
YoQ  can  deceive  us  no  longer  by  the  catch-words  *  con- 
ciliation and  harmony. '  Nor  can  oar  voices  be  lulled  by  the 
fear  of  incurring  the  reproach  of  impmdenee.  I  said  the 
other  day,  and  I  say  now,  that  the  time  for  nrudential  action 
hoe  gone  by.  It  is  this  vrudencef  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much,  that  has  broiignt  us  to  the  situation  in  which  we 
now  are.  ft  is  this  constant  talk  about  prudential  aetien 
which  has  induced  the  peo|^e  of  the  North  to  believe  that 
we  do  not  intend  to  resist. 

**  There  is  a  point  at  which  prudeaee  changes  from  a 
virtue  to  a  vice,  and  it  often  happens  that  it  is  uted  only  as 
another  name/or  cov>ardiee.  ft  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if 
our  good  tn-ethren  of  the  North  have  mistaken  the  one  for 
the  other,  and  have  thus  found  conn«6  to  persist  in  a  cru- 
sade which  promised  to  be  unauended  with  danger,  f 
know  notif  they  will  thank  me  for  undeceiving  them,  but  it 
is  my  habit  to  deal  plainly  with  all  men ;  and  I  noiv  pro- 
claim  that  yon  have  reached  the  utmoat^Umit  to  which  you 
can  go.  There  is  a  line  beyond  which  you  must  not  pass. 
Yon  have  morehed  up  to  it,  and  now  cross  it  if  you  dare." 

Sir,  is  not  that  bold  and  striking  language — lan- 
guage worthy  of  a  Southern  man  contending  for 
the  great  interests  and  the  honor  of  the  Scmth  ? 
But,  he  proceeds: 

"  I  do  not  say  this  to  iatbnidate.  I  do  not  believe  it  will 
have  that  effect.  On  the  contraiy,  I  believe  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  CaroHna,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  that  this  move- 
ment will  run  it*  oonrse,  and  rad,  as  all  similar  things  have 
ended,  in  Mood  and  tears."  *  •  *  *<  He  who  cannot 
now  trace  out,  step  by  step,  each  imccessive  event  of  tbe 
ftiture,  has  learned  bnt  Hule  fVom  the  past  history  of  mankind, 
and  is  ill  fitted  to  be  the  law  giver  of  a  nation.  The  North 
will  not  save  the  Union,  and  the  South  cannot ;  unless, 
indeed,  we  submit  to  indignities  and  wrongs  of  sodegrauling 
a  character  as  would  almost  make  our  fathers  *  burst  the 
cerementa  of  the  tomb,  *  and  eontf  amongst  us  once  naore  to 
denounce  and  ditown  the  degenerate  deec^ndante  who  had 
ditgraced  a  glorioue  ancettry.  We  know  well  what  we  have 
to  expect.  Northern  demands  have  assumed  a  f^rm  which 
it  is  impossible  fbrns  to  mlsundentand.  First,  eomes our  ex- 
clusion fVom  our  territory ;  next,  abolition  in  the  District 
of  Columbia—in  tiie  forts,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  fcc;  then, 
the  prohibition  of  tbe  slave  trade  between  the  States;  and 
finally,  total  aboliUon.  Tbeae  reaalls  are  jnal  as  certain, 
unless  the  firtt  Hep  i»  firmly  reeieted,  as  that  the  sun  will 
rise  to-morrow,  and  the  nii^t  will  fbllow  his  going  down. 
Heretofbre,  it  has  been  pretended  that  it  was  not  the  purpose 
of  any  considerable  body  at  the  North  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  Slates ;  but  this  is  an  llhisioB  which  these 
resoiutions  have  come  ia  good  tioM  to  dispel.  /  alwayk 
knew  it  watfaUe:  bnt  I  did  not  expect  to  see  the  cloak  so 
soon  thrown  asida.  But  even  if  It  were  true,  t  would  still 
say  I  do  not  choose  to  place  myself  at  your  mercy.  I  will 
not  exchange  the  fhrtiilcations  which  the  Constitution  has 
throwB  around  my  rights  fbr  a  ftail  reUaace  oa  year  gener- 


osity or  yoar  fbr^^araace.    Concession  never  yet  satiilM 
fanaticism,  nor  has  the  march  of  the  wrongdoer  em  been 
stayed  by  the  sappNcatioos  of  the  saiferer.    Sitaaied  as  we 
are.  the  impulse  of  niaalioess  Is  the  dietatot  of  prudeaee. 
Our  duty  and  our  obvious  policy,  alike  demand  that  we 
should  meet  tbe  danger  on  tbe  threshold,  and  Ml  er  con- 
quer there.    It  is  of  no  conseqaeace  by  what  aaasc  you 
choose  to  designate  yoar  acgrewioa.    When  a  vrUwi^  \» 
esUMished,  which  muot  bring  not  only  poverty  hU  de$ola 
tion  and  death  to  the  Sonthfit  is  iuaualerial  whether  yon 
call  it  abolition,  fVee  soil,  w.  to  use  the  phrase  of  the  Sena, 
tor  from  Ohio,  rMr.  Chask,]  fVee  democracy;  the  end  i»  tbe 
same,  and  so  shonld  be  tt>e  rei*istanee  aisa.    When  the  (all 
of  tbe  OQI  works  most  fbllow  tbe  fall  of  the  ciiadd,  he  a  a 
poor  commander  who  hesitates  to  risk  everyttaiBf  in  tbsir 
defence,    li  is  so  with  os ;  we  cannot  yield  dn  mmA  of 
ground  we  now  occupy,  without  coropronuHing  our  safety, 
and  what  is  worse^curring  the  reproach  ofetemuHmfnmy. 
None  but  children  can  be  imposed  upon  by  the  miinaik 
deludion  that  abolition  will  pause  ia  the  mi^i  of  its  sae- 

**  I  have  no  thrr>ats  to  make — they  are  oat  of  tiaK  ssd 
place ;  bat  f  teH  you,  more  in  sorrow  than  in  angw,  not  only 
that  you  mu$t  potwe,  but  that  yoa  anMt  retrace  yam  tte/t. 
Tbe  guaraniees  of  the  Constitution  bhisI  be  respected,  tad 
its  promises  held  sarred.  or  tiic  moii  weak  w^d  timid  mam 
in  the  State  I  rr>prc8ent  wonld  scorn  yowr  aUianu  and 
shatter  youtr  Conjedermcy.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  boi  wtist 
it  is  now  too  late,  and  that  this  Union,  over  which  yoa  bars 
preached  so  much,  and  about  which  so  maay  eloqaeai  sen* 
tences  have  been  penned,  it  already  at  an  end." 

He  considered  the  Union  already  at  an  end. 
That  waa  upwards  of  twelve  months  ago;  and  yet 
he  is  standing  here  now,  after  all  the  measures  he 
waa  denouncingare  consummated*  its  ardent  cham- 
pion, and  callin?  those  who  say  it  ought  to  be  re- 
formed or  dissolved  bad  men.    I  go  on: 

<*  Certainly  you  have  severed  oiany  of  its  stroofcrt  tie*, 
and  but  linle  remains  besides  than  formal  eeparoHon  wbtcb 
imbittered  feelings  must  soon  render  a  neewity.  Toa  did 
enough  to  dissolve  if  when  you  comroeneed  Offaaixcd  rob- 
beries of  our  property — when  you  mmrderwd  am  dMrcM.** 

Yes,  sir,  that  murder  was  before  the  compro- 
mise; but  now  since  the  compromise,  when  anether 
murder  is  perpetrated  in  the  effort  to  enforce  the 
fueitive  slave  law,  where  is  hia  indignation? 
Who  heard  him  say  in  his  late  speech  defeading 
the.compromise  and  the  execution  of  the  %9tife 
slave  law,  anything  charging  the  North  ? 

**  You  murdered  our  eilisens  when  you  violated  erne 
constitutional  oMigatioa,  and  forgot  every  tie  which  hwad 
us  toge^eras  a  people.  Beserve  then  yoor  denunctatioiisor 
disunion  for  yourselves."  *  *  i<  However  ameh  1  asj 
have  loved  the  Union,  I  love  the  liberties  of  my  native  tud 
(Hr  more ;  and  you  have  taught  roe  that  they  may  becooe 
antagonists— that  the  existence  of  the  one  aright  be  laeon- 
patible  with  the  other." 

He  further  says^  *•  you  have  violated  everjr  con- 
stitutional obligation  and  foi^tten  every  tie  that 
binds  us  as  a  people;"  and  concludes  hia  speech, 
which  is  admirable  in  its  tone  and  substaoce, 
describing  two  classes  of  traitors,  aa  follows: 

^  There  are  two  elasees  of  these  who  have  bnaifitt  Mi 
Ooveromeni  to  tiie  points  at  which  we  now  stand  arimttd 
by  very  differeat  motives  and  principles,  but  equally  cidfs- 
Me,  and  equally  chargeable  with  the  crime  oftreeeen  n>tlw 
tend.  The  Arsi  is,  that  band  of  Northern  fbnaties  wdo,  n- 
gardtess  of  rigtit,  regardless  of  the  Coastitatian,  fbnetfol 
of  all  jiast  obligations,  and  of  alt  moral  and  soda  imst 
have  excited  and  continued*n  wild  and  reckless  wartet 
upon  an  institution  of  which  they  know  nothing,  and  wbste 
Mnssings  or  curses  should  have  been  alike  Indtflkrcai  is 
them.  The  second  class  is  one  fbr  whom  I  have  k-  rs- 
apeet,  and  of  whom  I  always  speak  with  lest  patietm.  It 
is  the  timidjkeritatingf  thrinking  portion  inearomtet' 
tion  of  the  tinion  who  are  qfraidto  march  up  to  lAe^Kse- 
to  meet  tiie  oppressor  on  Mceo»^!i»ee,and  bun  him  back  tfes 
very  motnent  hitfootatepe  preea  forHdden  greumd" 

At  this  time  California  was  not  yet  in  the  Union, 
and  the  traitors  in  the  South  were  the  timid  and 
shrinking  who  feared  «o  resist.  Are  those  lest 
traitors  who  have  aubmitted  afterwards?  Wli«« 
is  the  Senator  from  Alabama  now  ?  He  eoaiinuei; 

«  A  great  poet,  in  the  storv  of  fats  visit  to  tbe  biftraal  fS- 
gions,  gives  a  deseripUoa  of  certain  souls  whieh  >P<|Mf' 
plies  to  them.  Ue  found  them  outside  the  gatss  or  Mm 
and  says: 

<»  *  Here  with  those  caitiff  angels  they  abide 
Who  stood  aloof  in  heaven — to  Ood  ontme, 

Yet  wanting  courage  with  his  fbes  to  side. 
Heaven  cast  them  fbrth,  its  beaaiy  not  to  staia, 

And  beU  refuses  to  receive  them  loo ; 
From  them  no  glory  couhl  the  damned  ebiaia. 

Sir,  according  to  this  poetry,  which  he  appliet 
to  others,  if  his  present  position  is  that  <>^  """"JJ?* 
sion,  he  could  have  no  glory  with  the  daaMwd. 
The  infernal  regions  itself  is  not  a  fit  place  for  him. 
Mark,  Mr.  PresWent,  I  do  not  myself  »v  tW 
this  is  his  posiuon.  I  am  using  theScnaior  town 
words.    I  will  go  on  with  hia  brave pon^^^',.j 

On  the  nth  of  February,  (for  ti»« SwmjorAd 
not  on  one  occasion  only  thus  galWoilyw'*^ 
those  who  were  invading  the  rights  of  the  Souifi,   ^ 


were  disposed  to  surrender  them;  no  •"j 
again  and  again  he  couched  his  lanre  tnd  daiftea 
into  the  conflia;  again  and  agun  he  m«  »' 
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chemnn,  hot'  of   suhmissioniits    and  compro- 

miseFi  here  with  whom  he  now  stands,  but  of  all 

the  true  and  brare  men  in  the  South  who  looked 

here  for  counsel  and  guidance,) — on  the  11th  of 

February  a  debate  arose  on  the  question  whether 

a  petition  should  be  received  presented  by  the  Sen* 

alor  from  New  Hampshire,  praying  that  the  Union 

should  be  dissolved.    The  Senator  from  Alabama 

■aid,  in  reply  to  the  avowals  of  the  Senator  from 

Ohio,  [Mr.  Cbasb,]  and  other  Northern  Senators: 

**  If  Senatori  destre  ua  to  believe  them  tincere  in  their 
professlODii  of  love  for  the  Union,  that  aiocerity  nosbt  to  be 
manifected  by  their  conduct.  Who  ha«  put  die  Union  in 
danger  ?  Not  the  South,  fbr  we  have  committed  ne  afgret- 
■ioua,  and  propose  to  commit  none.  We  are  respomrible 
only  fbr  making  known  our  determination  to  mitt  ovprtt- 
•ion,  come  from  what  qvcrter  U  may.  It  it  the  Nortn.  and 
the  North  alone,  who  are  tfie  agitators.  It  is  the  North 
•Jone  by  whom  this  fiiir  flibric  baa  been  fhaken  to  its  center ; 
and  the  allegation  that  there  are  Southern  disunioniHtu  for 
tbe  take  of  ditunion  is  an  unmitigated  calumny  which  shall 
not  be  pronounced  in  my  hearing  without  being  branded  as 
it  deserves.  If  yon  love  tbe  Union  so  much,  cease  your 
aiqfress<OBS-— pause  in  vitur  tjfortt  to  dettroy  tk*  CoH$tUu- 
tion,  which  it  it» only  &ond.  You  need  be  under  no  appre* 
keoffions  fbr  tbe  Uiiion.  unless  your  conduct  makes  its 
destruction  a  duty.  From  the  South  you  have  notlilng  to 
fear  ao  long  as  you  do  not  attempt  to  perpetrate  a  wrong." 
[Remember  that  all  this  time  the  compromise  is  the  matter 
vnder  consideration.]  *<  I  do  not  misunderstand  the  policy 
which  causes  you  to  denounce  those  who  defend  the  rights 
of  tbe  weaker  aection — who  have  dared  to  step  between 
power  and  its  victim— as  (Mctionists  and  disorganixers." 

His  conclusion  is  very  fine — W9rthy  of  a  Southern 
Senator  basely  assailed  and  maligned  because  he 
floes  his  duty.    It  is  as  follows: 

**  For  myself  I  have  a  duty  before  me  which  can  make 
BO  demands  and  impose  no  risks  or  anno)'ances  that  I  am 
not  ready  to  meet  Any  one  may  pursue  a  pathway  strewed 
with  roses :  it  requires  men  to  tread  where  thorns  and  bram- 
bles ctuirtier  the  way.  I  expected  to  be  denounced,  to  be  mis- 
understood  by  some,  and  calumniated  by  others  V* 

That  is  applicable  to  mjself.  1  have  expected 
that  I  would  be  calumniated,  as  he  himself  ex- 
pected to  be,  for  defending  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  South.  I  am  sorry  that  I  must  use  this 
language  of  the  Senator  as  being  so  applicable  to 
himaelf.    He  says. 

**  Much  of  this  I  cannot  prevent;  but  when  the  chaige 
is  made  here  in  my  presence  that  I  am  a  (hctionlst,  or  that 
tboae  who  act  with  me  are  ao,  I  riiall  repel  it  in  terms  that 
admit  of  no  double  meaniiv.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  ia  a  man  In  the  entire  South  who  deairea  disunion  ibr 
itself.  I  hope,  also,  that  there  is  not  one  who  will  suffer  his 
rights  to  be  invaded,  or  his  honor  tarnished,  no  natter  what 
mtnf  he  the  coU  of  reti$tane«.  We  mean  at  iM  haxarit  to 
defend  the  Constitution.  If  that  ia  fbctioii.  wo  are  guilty. 
If  that  ia  «K«u«lon,  we  are  iiaunioniatt.  If  that  is  ciime 
againal  the  Republic,  we  have  much  lo  answer  for. 

"I  have  heard  enou^,  Mr.  President,  of  hyfOtrUical 
wkinSMt  about  the  Uniony  Amm  thoae  who  are  Its  deadliest 
Bms.  ifvou  want  peace,  you  have  only  to  say  so.  Let  ua 
alone.  We  ask  no  more.  Or.  if  you  will  not  do  that, 
nare  us  your  lamentations.  If  you  are  determined  to  de- 
droy  the  Oon^itution,  be  men,  own  it  publicly,  and  take 
the  rcepoBsibitity.    Do  not  seek  to  shift  it  to  our  shoulders.  ** 

Well,  sir,  that  is  not  kll.  On  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, Mr.  CL4T't  resolutions  came  up  for  con- 
•ideralion  in  the  Senate,  and  here  is  the  way  he 
discourses  about'  the  ccmstitutionAUty  of  the  ad- 
miaeion  of  California: 

"  If  she  has  a  right  to  form  a  conatitation  and  State  gov- 
ernment, her  right  to  regulate  the  aubject  of  alavery  ia  un- 
qoettkmtMe.** 

Bat  be  shows  that,  having  no  law  of  Congress 
muthorisingher  to  form  a  constitution  and  be  a  State, 
aha  WBB  no  State.    He  goes  on  as  follow^ 

'*  No  territorial  govemmant  waa  ever  eetablisfaed  in  Call- 
iuvia.  The  people  who  framed  its  constitution  were  not 
tobabiants,  in  the  legal  meaning  of  the  word.  They  were 
eompoeed  of  Indians,  Mexicans,  and  a  wild  band  of  adven- 
turers flrom  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  allured  by  the  lust 
•f  ipold  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  many  of  them  without 
a  penoanent  residence  anywhere,  and  four  fifths  of  them 
witlioat  tbe  remotest  intention  of  remaining  in  the  country 
irtie«e  organic  law  the^  undertook  to  esubUsh. 

«<  f  do  not  speak  without  authority  upon  this  point.  I 
hmve  bere  tbe  message  of  the  Governor  of  California,  who, 
it  l«  to  t>e  presumed,  is  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
bopalation  of  which  he  is  the  chief.  He  describes  them  as 
^ittowrs :   '  Already  we  have  almost  every  variety  of  tbe 

*  bmnan  race  among  us — a  heterogeneous  mass  of  human 

*  beincs,  of  evtry  language  and  hue.'  ** 

**  Yet  these  persons,  not  dtixens  of  tbe  United  States, 

tfeiWiDV  no  allegiance  lo  this  Government,  not  speaking  our 

l^o^fiace  even,  or  understanding  our  laws,  undertake  to 

^reeC  a  sovereign  State  out  of  otM^  public  domain;  and  with 

^  cool  impudence  which  almost  Commands  admiration,  call 

t%po0  ua  to  sanction  their  action,  and  give  validity  to  a  most 

e^xtraordlnary  usurpation." 

«'  In  Califbrnia  no  census  has  been  taken ;  there  is  no 
,w  fixing  her  boundaries;  no  law  regulating  the  Ume, 
m.cen^  <^  manner  of  holding  elections ;  ao  law  to  deter- 
ine  tae  qualiflcationa  of  voters:  no  evidence  and  no  reanon 
iMlieve  that  she  coutaina  a  free  population  equal  to  the 


Xy^r^saut  ratio  of  representation.  A  military  governor,  acting 
"         "      fll    "       " 


tbe  order  of  the  President,  usurped  the  power  of  Con- 
■rcsi,  directed  tbe  mode  or  manner  of  pvoceedloff,  aabstl- 


tuted  his  will  for  law.  and  conducted  to  its  final  consum- 
mation a  drama  of  fraud  and  trickery  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  any  land.  In  other  times  the  actors  in  these  law- 
less scenes  would  have  been  held  to  a  fearfbl  reckoning; 
but  the  strength  of  party  ties,  and  the  usual  shrinking  of 
onfinory'minds  firom  the  fkce  of  great  dangere  has  not  only 
dissipated' the  sense  of  accountability,  but  left  it  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  the  Congress  of  the  Unitsd  States  will  not 
assume  the  act  and  throw  around  ita  own  shoulders  a  man- 
tle more  deadly  than  the  poisoned  shirt  of  Neasus.  Instead 
of  vindicating  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  trampling  down 
a  dangerous  usurpation,  we  are  merely  deliberating  whether 
temporary  quiet  may  not  be  purehaaed  by  unmanly  acqui- 
escence, f  shy  temporary  quiet,  because  all  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  no  weak  expedient  ever  sufiicod  to 
cure  a  serious  evil.  In  political  as  in  phjiltcal  illness,  the 
cause  must  be  removed  before  tbe  disease  can  be  eradi- 
cated. The  admission  of  California  will  do  nothing  towards 
arresting  the  current  of  abolition  aggressions.  It  will  he  re- 
garded everywhere  <u  an  anti-tlavery  triumph,  a$  one  more 
work  earriedy  from  the  ehelter  of  wkieh  the  assailing  party 
may  the  more  eflbctoaHy  annoy  and  harass  the  aasailecl. 
Y>t  the  Senator  ttom  Kentucky  says  that  we  yield  nothing 
by  assenting  to  it  I  quote  his  own  language : 
"  *  Well  now,  is  there  any  concession  in  this  resolution 

*  by  either  party  to  the  other  ?   I  know  that  gentlemen  who 

*  come  frnm  slaveholding  States  say  the  North  gets  all  that  it 

*  desires,  but  by  whom  does  it  get  it  ?    Does  it  get  it  by  any 

<  action  of  Congress  ?    If  slavery  be  interdicted  within  the 

*  limits  of  California,  baa  it  been  done  by  Congress?    No, 

<  sir.    That  interdiction  is  imposed  by  Califoraia'berself.  * " 

Now  hear  his  answer  to  Mr.  Clat: 
**  f  answer,  that  everything  is  conceded  by  the  admittionof 
California.  The  whole  matter  in  controversy  terminates 
at  once.  The  North  get*  all  the  ever  asked — gets  it  by  the 
action  of  Congresfl  in  direct  violation  of  the  great  legal  prin- 
ciple, that  the  wrongdoer  shall  not  profit  by  his  own  wrong. 
Who  among  us  doe»  not  know  that  agitation  in  the  State 
Legislaturet,  and  in  the  National  Congress,  has  prevented 
Southern  emigration  to  Califbrnia,  and  placed  the  country 
in  the  power  of  those  who  have  impmed  this  restriction? 
Who  is  there  ao  Mind  as  not  to  see  that  this  has  been  the 
result  of  aggressions  commenced  here  ?  And  who  does  nut 
feel  thatCooeress  is  responsible  for  the  fhct,  that  slavery  has 
been  deluded?  Property  is  timid.  The  slaveholder  would 
not  carry  his  property  there  with  a  threat  hanging  over  him, 
that  it  was  to  be  taken  fVom  him  by  operation  of  law,  the 
moment  he  landed.  Agitation,  then,  in  Congress;  repeated 
declarations,  made  everywhere — in  State  Legislatures,  in 
conventions,  by  the  press,  firom  the  pulpit  even — that  slavery 
sliould  be  excluded  fVom  California  by  law,  have  deprived 
us  of  our  constitutional  rights,  as  certainly  and  effectually 
as  any  positive  enactmem  could  have  done.  And  we  are 
now  asked  not  onlv  to  submit  to  it,  but  to  accept  it  as  a  boon, 
and  be  very  thankful  for  the  outrage.  Sir,  I  vreferthe  WU 
mtot  provifo  tftrsd.  I  prefer  it  because  it  is  oolder,  plainer, 
and  more  manly.  The  robber  who  meets  me  on  the  high- 
way and  demands  the  surrender  of  my  property,  leaves  me 
at  least  the  option  of  a  contest,  and  is  entitled  to  fiir  more 
respect  than  the  aaaassin  who  lurks  behind  the  comer  and 
stabs  in  the  dark.  So,  sir,  he  who  deprives  me  of  my  legal 
rights  by  open  means,  is  always  entitled  to  higher  respect 
than  he  who  seeks  to  accomplish  the  same  end  by  deception 
and  trickery.  I  hold  that  whatever  opposition  is  due  to  the 
Wllmot  proviso,  whatever  retistance  U  demandt,  it  doubly 
due  to  thit  tcheme  of  tmuggling  a  sovereign  State  into  the 
Union,  Very  probably  this  will  be  set  down  to  the  account 
of  faction.  It  is  the  fkahion  so  to  denounce  whatever  is  said 
by  any  Southern  man,  which  argues  truth  to  his  section  of 
the  Union. »     ' 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  is  now  in  favor  of 
the  compromise;  but  in  this  speech  he  showed 
what  sort  of  things  compromises  have  been  to  the 
South.  He  then  denounced  them  all,  and  the  pro- 
posed compromise  of  Mr.  Clat  in  particular: 

<*  The  great  error,  Mr.  President,  info  which  the  Senator 
firom  Kentucky  has  fallen,  and  the  one  to  which  may  be 
traced. much  that  is  wrong  in  his  Judgment,  and^l  that  is 
weak  in  his  argument,  ia  in  sumMsing  that  there  must,  of 
necessity,  be  a  compromise.  The  Constitution  itself  is  a 
compromise,  and  a  compromise  with  a  compromise  is 
something  unheard  of  in  law,  and  unknown  in  ^uity.  If  the 
people  ofthe  North  will  not  abide  by  a  compromise  delib- 
erately nliade,  and  created  by  common  consent  into  the 
paramount  law  of  the  land,  what  hope  can  we  have  that 
any  less  aolema  covenant  will  restrain  them  in  future  ?  We 
want  no  compromise.  A  bond  has  been  executed,  and  we 
are  willing  to  abide  by  its  terms.  If  we  are  to  go  on  com- 
promisinff  away  provision  after  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, It  it  better  thtd  U  thould  he  abrog^ed  at  once.  In  point 
of  fkct,  it  is  a  nulUtvy  or  rather y  to  tpeak  mare  correctly y  it 
it  powerleu  for  proteetiony  and  potent  eaiy  when  it  comae 
to  aid  Northern  aggrettiont." 

Here  he  says,  that  the  Constitution  is  a  nullity 
and  something  worse,  because  it  is  actually  an  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  the  North  by  which  the 
South  is  oppressed.  <*  Let  me  illustrate  my 
meaning^*'  he  says,  and  he  illustrates  as  follows: 

**  Tbe  majority  claim  a  given  power,  (no  matter  bow  ex- 
travagant, and  no  matter  whether  it  relates  to  slavery  or 
not ;)  the  minority  deny  the  existence  of  any  such  power. 
After  months,  or  it  muytite  yeare,  of  fierce  struggles  and 
contentions,  it  is  acceded  to,  and  one  half  is  given  up.  In 
a  little  while  another  contest  is  begun  for  the  remainder. 
Another  compromise  foUows,  and  another  half  is  yielded ; 
and  so  on,  until  the  stronger  party  gets  all  it  demands. 
Sir,  I  want  no  compromise  of  tnis  sort.  I  stand  upon  the 
Constitution.  If  a  reckless  and  unprincipled  mi^rity 
choose  to  violate  that  instrument,  there  is  a  remedy  thorp 
and  tevercy  it  ia  true,  but  Jutt  and  ineeitahle  in  its  appli- 
cation. 

"  What.  Mr.  Preaideat,  have  we  to  compromise  ?  What 
have  we  demanded?  What  fkvor  even  have  we  asked? 
TeM  ne,  yoo  wbo  talk  of  sompromiset,  what  is  it  that 


Soutliem  men  ask  at  your  hands?  Nothing,  sir ;  nothing. 
Humbler  even  thaaLazarus  at  the  rich  man's  gate,  we  have 
appealed  to  you  neither  for  charity  nor  sympathy.  What 
we  have  once  given  up,  we  have  never  sought  to  reclaim. 
Whatever  burdens  the  Constitution  imposes,  we  are  willing 
to  bear.  Beyond  this,  no  num  ought  to  go,  and  no  freeman 
wiUgn. 

'*  1  have  had  occasion  to  say  ao  much  in  my  short  service 
here  ofthe  Union  and  its  value,  ofthe  wrongs  to  which  we 
are  subjected,  and  tiie  appropriate  remedy  for  them,  that  it 
is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  I  again  approach  the  sabject. 
The  Senator  firom  Kentucky  has  fkvored  us  with  a  bloody 
and  ditattrout  picture  of  dituniony  and  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  a  short  time  afterwards,  in  a  corefjUy  prepared 
speech,  followed  in  the  same  lugttbriout  strain. 

"  Mr.  Cass.  There  was  no  preparation  on  the  onbject. 
The  remarks  never  occurred  to  me  until  the  moment  they 
were  uttered. 

"  Mr.  Clkmens.  Wen,  that  is  a  small  matter.  What  I 
mean  to  assert  is.  that  both  of  those  Senatora  endeavored 
to  impress  upon  Uie  countiy  the  belief  that  war  must  follow 
on  the  heels  of  duunton.  Both  of  tiiem}  no  doubt,  believe 
that  such  is  the  case ;  but  in  my  deliberate  Judgment  alf 
that  it  fancy  merely.  I  cannot  see  why  war  should  follow 
a  teparation.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  good  sense  or 
both  nations  would  toach  them  that  if  they  must  part,  it 
had  better  be  after  the  manner  of  the  Patriarch  of  Old, 
and  that  each  should  say  to  the  other,  *  Let  there  be  no 
strife,  I  pray  thee,  between  me  and  thee,  nor  between  thv 
herdsmen  and  my  herdsmen,  for  we  be  brethren.  *  But  if  it 
should  be  otherwise;  if  war  must  come;  if  civil  discord 
and  paternal  strife  should  mar  the  beauty  of  the  land,  the 
responsibility  must  attach  not  to  those  who  nudntain  the 
right,  but  to  those  in  whoA  the  dictates  of  Justice  have 
Men  silenced  by  the  robber's  instinct." 

*<  I  warn  them  that  bloody  pieturet  will  scareely  fVighten 
us  from  our  propriety.  We  mean  to  defend  our  rights  in- 
aU  contingenciety  tntdeontequencet  mutt  take  eareofthem^ 
tehet. " 

You  see,  sir,  the  Senator  was  not  to  be  fright- 
ened by  bloody  pictures  of  disunion .  At  this  time 
he  held  them  in  profound  scorn  and  contempt. 
But  turn  to  his  last  speech,  which  he  delivered  the 
other  day,  and  you  will  see  what  a  sombre  pencil 
he  uses  in  the  same  line.  Then,  again,  speaking; 
ofthe  Farewell  Address  of  Washington,  ne  used 
this  language: 

"  It  is  the  constant  practice  of  those  who  are  seeking  to 
oppress  us,  both  in  Congress  and  elsewhere,  to  descant  with 
much  pathos  upon  the  Farewell  Address  of  Washington, 
and  to  commend  to  our  consideration  his  last  advice  to  his 
countrymen.  Sir,  the  memory  of  that  great  man  should  be 
like  the  (kbled  tree  in  the  islands  of  the  Bast,  within  whose 
shadow  jio  unclean  thing  will  harbor.  His  name  should  be- 
a  forbidden  word  when  an}thing  mean,  or  base,  or  selfish, 
is  to  be  accomplished.  Least  of  all  should  it  ever  be  quoted 
to  sanction  meditated  tyranny.  He  won  an  immortality  of 
renown  by  resistance  to  opprettUm,  His  gloty  had  its  birth 
in  sympathy  for  the  wronged,  and  owed  its  brightness  to 
rebellion.  If  he  were  living  now,  his  whole  history  leaves 
no  room  to  doubt  on  which  side  of  this  great  controversy  he 
would  be  found." 

The  President's  message,  transmitting  the  con- 
stitution of  California  to  the  Senate,  was  transmitted 
on  the  13th  of  February.  On  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, on  the  Question  of  reference,  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  aadressed  the  Senate.  It  is  a  labored 
effort  to  prove  that  California  cannot  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  eonsistent  with  the  ConstUuHon, 
Mr.  Clat  had  submitted  his  compromise  resolu- 
tions on  the  29th  of  J[anuary,  and  on  their  charac- 
ter the  Senator  remarked  as  follows: 

**  After  all  tbe  reflectioD  which  be  [Mr.  Clat]  has  been 
able  to  bestow  upon  tbe  subject,  aided  by  the  resources  of 
his  long  experience,  and  his  great  fomiliarity  with  difllcnlt 
questious  in  trying  times,  he  has  been  aMe  to  suggest  no 
remedy  which  does  not  recognize  the  rigAfo/'acgrettlon  on 
the  one  tidCy  and  demand  an  unconditwnal  tubmittion  on 
the  other.  He  has  submitted  for  our  consideration  a  series 
of  resolutions,  dignified  with  the  name  of  *  a  compromite,* 
but  which,  like  most  other  compromises  between  the  weak 
and  the  strong,  is  little  better  than  a  cloak  to  hide  f>om  the 
public  gase  a  hideout  wrong."  *  *  *<  He  comes  forward 
now  with  a  compromise  which  concedet  everything  de- 
manded bv  the  North,  and  proposes  nothing  for  the  satis- 
faction ofthe  South  but  the  reasaertion,  in  leaa  aolemn 
fbrm,  of  rights  already  guarantied  and  admitted.*' 

On  the  8th  of  May,  the  Committee  of  Thirteen 

made  their  report.    The  Senator  from  Alabama 

immediately  attacked  it.     He  afKrmed  that  the 

report  and  the  resolutions  ofierM  by  Mr.  Clat  on 

the  29th  January,  were  the  same  in  purport;  and 

on  this  ground  he  rebuked  Mr.  Manoum,  for 

intimating  an  acquiescence  in  the   compromise 

measures: 

**l  ask.'*  be  exclaimed,  <Mn  all  sincerity,  and  with  aa 
anxious  desire  to  be  correctod  if  tAy  impressions  are  erro- 
neous, what  is  this  report  but  a  repetition  of  those  resolu- 
tions? Where  ia  there  a  aolitary  deviation  from  them  in 
any  vital  point?  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  ClatI 
has  been  consistent ;  he  ha«  abided  by  his  original  plan ;  and 
thoHc  of  us  who  denounced  it  then,  cannot  support  it  now, 
and  claim  the  merit  of  consistency.  To  do  so,  would  be 
giving  the  lie  direct  to  the  declarations  we  then  made.'*  *  * 
*<  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  speaks  of  liberality ! — of 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  liberality !  Sir,  the  ConttUu- 
tion  is  not  a  thing  about  which  we  are  at  liberty  to  exercise 
that  very  commendable  quality.  Itia  not  in  my  power  to 
exerdte  liberality  bere.    I  have  ne  rtgbt  to  trifle  with  lAy 
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nmrn  iuiU$,    I  am  not  here  to  ooio^miw  aw«y  the  |»ro- 
visioiM  or  the  Constitution." 

See  witii  what  sternness  and  consistency  be 
vindicates  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  South.  Not 
conteptwith  defending  his  own  position,  he  at- 
tacks the  enemies  of  the  South,  as  he  supposed 
them  to  be,  who  were  willing  to  surrender  her 
rights  and  honor.  But  he  was  not  content  to  as- 
w5l  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  alone.  No, 
sir;  he  turned  upon  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  FooteJ  also,  and  portrayed  his  inconsistency 
exactly  as  I  am  doing  now  to  him,  [Mr.  Clem- 
EKS.i  Jie  took  all  the  speeches  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  and  convicted  him  of  the  grossest 
inconsistency,  and  as  Mr.  Foote  understood  hira, 
denounced  him  as  a  traitor.  Previously,  when 
oooperating  in  the  great  cause  of  the  South  to- 
gether, he  had  paid  a  very  high  compliment  to  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  which  1  will  read.  He 
and  Mr.  Foolc  had  been  attacked  by  some  letter- 
writers  whilst  standing  forward  as  the  gallant 
leaders  of  the  South.  They  were  the  Diomedes, 
air,  in  that  contest,  although  we  had  a  Ulysses, 
and  stood  in  the  foremost  rank  of  our  combatants. 
On  the  11th  of  February,  in  the  debate  on  the  pe- 


miee  when  Uik«*fi  ueparalely  hw  lURt  ihe  strung  and  decided 
di«approfat  of  the  »<enator  Troia  MiBfdssippi.  Wluu  heal- 
ing virtue  ilierc  is  in  tacking  them  all  together,  i  coufe«« 
myself  wtiollv  unable  to  comprehend.  Not  loni  wince  he 
declared  that 'the  admission  of  California  would  diofolve  the 
Union  in  six  months.  ^ 

"  A  few  more  words,  Mr.  President,  and  I  am  done.  I 
am  told  I  ouBht  to  take  tliia  bill  because  it  is  the  best  I  can 
get.  81r,  1  do  not  know  that ;  but  if  I  did,  the  same  argu- 
ment might  be  urged  with  equal  force  in  favor  of  uncon- 
ditional Bubmisidon  to  any  wrong  ever  perpetrated  by  the 
strong  against  the  weak.  Good  God,  su !  has  it  come  to 
this,  that  an  American  Senator  is  to  a^k  himself  not  whether 
a  measure  is  unjust,  iniquitous,  and  oppressive,  but  whether 
it  is  the  beat  herdin  do)  Not  whether  he  will  consent  to 
wear  chains  at  all,  but  whether  the  links  are  to  be  round  or 
square  ?  Not  whether  he  will  bare  his  shoulders  to  the  lash, 
but  what  is*  the  color  of  the  cow-hide  with  which  tbcy  are  to 
'  be  inflicted  ?  Bir,  when  I  Consent  to  ask  myself  »ucb  ques- 
tions, I  hope  the  walliror  thii*  Capitol  will  fidll  upon  me  and 
crush  me.    When  I  stop  to  inquire  into  the  degree  of  op- 

Rression,  rather  than  the  facty  I  shall  fed  that  degradatidh 
as  reached  its  lowett  deep,  and  existence  is  but  the  privi- 
lege to  be  iu/amotu." 

This  is  proud  and  noble  language,  worthy  of  a 
true  Southern  man  and  a  Southern  Senator,  on 
the  great  question  whether  the  people  of  the  South 
were  to  be  turned  out  of  a  domain  richer  than 
Ormus   6r  the  Ind.     Alas!   where  is  he  now? 


11 


On  the  11th  of  February,  in  the  debate  on  the  pe-  ^pon  his  charging  upon  Mr.  Foote  his  inconsist- 
tition  presented  by  Mr.  Hale  praying  that  the  •,  g^'cies,  and  virtu^ly  calling  him  a  traitor  worthy 
Union  should  be  dissolved,  the  Senator  from  Ala-   i  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Capitol  crush  him  as  a  base,  vile  thing, 

unworthy  to  live  and  scarcely  to  die,  Mr.  Foote, 


Union  i^hould  be  dissolved,  the  Senator  from  Ala 
bama  said: 

"  But  recently  I  noticed  that  some  small-fry  politician, 
whose  name  1  do  not  remember — some  minow  in  the  wnierx 
of  Pennsylvania  politics— electrified  his  little  auditory  by  the 
declaration  that  he  bad  just  as  much  respect  for  Wilmot  as 
for  Clemens  or  Foote.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Mlstis- 
sippi  will  survive  thii*  assault,  and  that  he  will  not  drown 
himself  in  despair.  I  venture  even  to  hope  that  he  will  not 
be  silenced  by  it  The  South  has  yet  much  need  of  n^ 
honorable  friend.  Ilis»  genius,  hin  talcMtn,  his  energy,  liio 
reaitineas  to  defend  the  right,  his  fearless  denuncintionn  of 
the  wrong,  his  unrivaled  ppwers  of  mrcasro  and  invective, 
are  each  and  all  Ihmiliar  acquaintances,  with  which  1 
should  be  very  un  wilhng  to  part  at  a  crista  like  the  present. " 

There  was  a  crisis  occasioned  by  the  preten- 
sions of  the  North  to  exclude  us  froni  all  of  our 
territory,  and  these  Senators  stood  side  by  side 
denouncing  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Bentok,  and  ail 
those  in  the  South  who  were  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
mission of  California  into  the  Union,  with  her  anti- 
slavery  constitution.  But  when  Mr.  Foote  went 
for  the  admission  of  California,  and  supported  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen,  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  stood  out  against  him  manfully, 

«  • 1     »    •  •     * -—  !/•    f     1 1    1 -._ 
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with  his  usual  adroitness,  turned  round  and 
charsred  him  with  abolition  affinities,  precisely  as 
he  [Mr.  Clemexs]  did  towards  me  the  other  day, 
when  he  drew  his  picture  of  the  scene  in  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber.  Now,  here  is  his  answer  to  Mr. 
Foote,  which  I  will  give  as  the  best  answer  I  can 
make  to  his  charges  against  me: 

« The  Senator  says  he  will  not  respect  the  propriety  of 
his  course  until  he  finds  himself  in  company  with  Free-Soil- 
ers  and  Abolitionists.  Ah,  sir,  is  that  the  rule  by  which  he 
judges  of  the  right  and  wrong  ?  Does  he  propose  to  inquire 
who  i;*  for  n  measure  and  who  against  it,  before  making  up 
his  mind  a^  to  its  justice.'  Sir,  ne  ought  to  bear  in  mmd. 
tlmt  some  of  those.with  whom  he  is  now  acting  are  not  al- 
togetlier  free  from  the  fame  taint.  It  may,  it  will  be,  that  on 
the  final  vote  f  shall  find  myself  In  company  with  «omc  of 
those  he  has  mentioned ;  but  if  he  does  not  understand  the 
rea.<ion,  I  can  explain  ittohimina  very  few  words.  They  de- 
mand the  Wilmot  proviso  direct :  the  bill  the  Senatorfavors 
only  proposes  to  give  it  to  them  covertly.  They  demand  one 
half  of  Texas;  and  the  bill  only  gives  them  a  little  more 
than  one  third.  They  demand  that  f\igitives  shall  not  be 
given  up:  the  compromise  only  throws  around  the  master 
the  shackles  of  a  trial  by  Jury.    Hence  their  opposition. 


and  arraigned  his  consistency.  If  I  had  known  ,|  MtnTari^erfrom^thefact'thattoomuchisconccfie'd.  The 
of  these  speecl^es  when  Mr.  Foote  assailed  me  the  '  Abolitionists  proposes  to  eiw/nue  us  at  once;  the  compro- 
other  day,  I  might  have  read  them  as  my  best  •'  misc  anrives  at  the  t arw  enrf  by  a  more  circultmi,. route.    I 


defence,  for  th^n  I  should  have  better  shown  his  j 
inconsistency  and  treachery.    The  Senator  from 
Alabama  denounced  the  compromise  as  a  "shame- 
less surrender,"  not  a  compromise,  and  the  dis-  , 
memberment  of  Texas,  which  it  proposes,  in  the  , 
following  strain:  I 

"  It  la  well  the  Senator  [Mr.  Footcj  infbnned  us  tbat  he  I 
bad  no  regard  for  con^.«tcnc>'."  i 

When  a  man  says  he  has  no  regard  for  con-  , 
sistency,  it  is  very  much  like  what  Dogberry  says 
of  writing  himself  down  an  ass.  There  may  be  a 
want  of  consistency,  perhaps,  without  fault;  but 
to  say  that  he  does  not  regard  consistency,  is  a 
proor  of  gross  moral  deficiency: 

**  He  proposes  now  to  cut  off  ten  degrees  of  latitude  from 
the  State  of  Texas— enough  for  three  free  States— which 
we  have-his  authority  tor  saying  will  be  iaf^lliUy  subject  to 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  Ue  propo!«s  further,  to  tax  us  ten  or 
fifteen  miUiouH  of  dollars  tor  the  privUese  of  nwking  them 
l)«e  States,  and  adding  to  the  vast  power  now  threatening 
to  crush  us ;  and  then,  by  way  of  adding  the  mot>t  gaUin^ 
Insult  to  the  deepest  injury,  he  demands  that  we  accept  this 
ctUrage  as  compensation  for  the  admission  of  California.^' 

He  denounced  also  the  admission  of  California, 

and  shows  Mr.   Foote's  inconsistency  on   this 

point;  and  in  reply  to  certain  letter-writers,  who 

had  said  that  Mr.  roote's  tiati(mal  rcftulation  would 

not  allow^  him  to  be  vUra,  he  observes,  as  follows: 

<<  It  may  not  be  amiMt^bowever,  to  imy  a  few  words  of 
this  thing  called  national  reputation.     It  is  iM>m»'thing  I 
value  very  lightly.    We  all  know  a  process  by  which  any  j 
of  us  may  secure  it.    It  is  not  even  beyond  my  gra^p.    I  i 
•hould  oiUy  have  to  turn  traitor  to  my  convictions  of  duty,  ' 
and  abandon  the  interents  of  the  South,  to  change  entirely 
die  notes  of  that  whole  pack  of  curs  who  are  now  yelping 
at  my  heclt.    Sir,  I  want  no  national  reputation,  purchased 
at  such  a  prlee.     I  spurn  it,  as  I  would  any  other  foul  and 
loathsome  thing." 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  Mr.  Foote  should 
consider  the  above  language  as  charging  him  with 
being  a  frotfor.  In  conclusion,  he  speaks  in  the 
following  strain  of  Mr.  Foote,  and  his  position, 
that  we  should  take  the  compromise  as  the  best 
we  could  get: 

"  I  have  now  ahown  that  every  feature  of  this  compro- 


shall  re^st  both  :  but,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  I  prefer  the 
direct  to  the  indirect  attack." 

Mr.  President,  when  the  bill  admitting  Califor- 
nia into  the  Union  finally  came*up  on  its  passage, 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  entered  a  protest,  not 
a  speech;  he  called  it  a  protest  against  her  admis- 
sion. He  fouffht  to  the  last,  and  although  van- 
quished ,  he  held  his  proud  crest  still  higher,  breath- 
ing defiance  to  our  foes.  He  then  reiterated  his 
objections  to  the  bill  as  strongly  as  he  had  done 
before,  and  assailed  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
for  his  new  doctririe  of  squatter  sovereignty  in 
terms  of  great  severity,  and  told  him  he  had  been 
deceived  as  to  his  views  in  Alabama,  and  had  been 
the  instrument  of  deceiving  others.  He  had  sup- 
ported his  views  in  his  construction  of  the  Nichol- 
son letter  as  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the 
South.  He  concluded  in  the  following  solemn 
strain: 

"  Mr.  JPresident,  other  Senators  have  spoken  of  die  prob- 
able action  of  the  States  tliey  represent  upon  the  pa^^sage  of 
this  bill.  I  do  not  know  what  Alabama  may  do.  Tbat  her 
action  will  be  cbaracterixed  by  wisdom  and  firmness,  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt.  I  am  not  here  to  dictate  to  her  what 
she  ougtit  to  do.  I  am  the  servant,  not  the  leader  of  her 
people.  Whatever  they  do,  I  shall  do  in  despite  of  Kxecu- 
live  m»^nac«*.  and  of  all  the  bloody  pietwtt  other  hands 
may  exhibit  to  our  view.  Bom  upon  the  soil  of  the  State 
while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  we  have  grown  up  tc^ether. 
Time  al\er  time  fihe  has  committed  her  interests  to  my 
hands.  Again  and  again  she  has  trusted  and  promoted  me ; 
and  I  recognize  no  alliance  to  any  power  higher  than  I 
owe  to  her.  When  she  commands,!  will  obey.  If  she 
determines  to  resist  this  law  by  force,  by  secession,  by  any 
means,  I  am  at  her  service,  in  whatever  capacity  she  de- 
sires to  employ  me.  If  this  is  Jrea»ony  I  am  a  traiior — a 
traitor  who  glories  in  the  name.'' 

Is  not  that  in  a  noble  strain  .>^  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  is  not  a  heart  here  wliich  does  not^low 
at  this  hifch  and  brilliant  annunciation  of  selNsac- 
rifice  and  devotion  to  his  native  State.  He  con- 
tinues : 

*<  I  know,  sir,  that  the  President,  in  his  laie  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Texas,  has  aasnroed  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  coerce  a  sovereign  State.  I  deny  that  there  is  any- 
thiug  in  the  Constitution — anything  in  the  laws — to  Justi^ 


such  an  assumption.    The  law  is  plain  ami  cl<*»t->in4>- 
viduals,  not  States,  are  the  subjects  ofcoerrimi.    If  any 
State  should  secede,  let  him,  if  he  dare,  attempt  to  enqtley 
mihtary 'force  to  compel  her  return.    He  will  soon  find,  hk 
that  event,  that  he  has  more  than  a  State  to  deal  wifb,  and 
tbat  the  powers  and  resources  of  this  Government  art 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  tasks  he  has  undertaken.   The 
Federal  doctrine,  that  all  power  lodges  here,  has  been  some- 
what widely  repudiated ;  and  the  denial  of  State  •tntereign- 
ly,  either  North  or  South,  can  bring  to  the  Executive  noth- 
ing but  oontevtpt.** 

Mark  how  he  speaks  of  State  aovere'ignly>-that 
to  deny  State  sovereignty,  can  bring  nothing, 
either  in  the  North  or  the  South,  but  contempt. 
1  will  afterwards  show  you  that  he  denies  thai 
the  States  are  sovereign  at  all,  in  the  speech  deliv- 
ered here  the  other  day.    He  continues: 

"  I  hold  that  my  .^9^  t^egianee  is  due  to  my  Ftate ;  and 
that  treason  cannot  be  committed  against  any  jtotcer  whil* 
obeying  her  mandates.  Such  opinions  have  recently  be«^ 
misparingly  denounced  ;  but  let  me  warn  those  who  r^on 
to  such  w«iapons,  that  they  may  be  used  by  more  tbaa  ooe 
side.  TAcre  are  mort  traitors  than  traitors  (»  tks 
Union." 

I  There  are  more  traitors  than  traitors  to  the 
;  Union  !  He  means,  i  suppose,  that  those  South- 
ern m^n  who  supported  these  compromise  meas- 
ures on  this  floor,  and  asserted  that  if  a  Stat« 
should  secede,  it  was  treason — were  traitors  them- 
selves. Mr.  Clat  had  made  this  assvtion.and 
even  expressed  the  hope  that  they  (the  secesaion- 
ists)  ipight  meet  a  traitor's  doom.  It  was  in  reply 
to  tiiat  position,  I  presume,  that  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  uses  this  language: 

<'  Sir.  I  impugn  no  man's  motives  who  lets  mine  aloac 
1  question  the  purity  of  no  man's  conduct  who  doei  d« 
I  provoke  retaliation  by  assailing  others ;  but  when  men  i«- 
>  timale  that  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  my  State  U  trta- 
I  son,  they  must  expect  to  hear  in  return  that,  in  ray  opinion, 
i  there  are  tho<«e  in  this  land,  and  about  this  Capitol,  wbo 
would  sell  their  souls  to  Satan  for  the  privilege  of  barir^  a 
hand  in  president-making,  cabinet-making,  and  the  wb- 
aequent  distribution  of  Uie  public  offices.  There  artihoM 
who  would  sell  their  Saviour,  were  he  again  upon  cartb, 
ft)T  half  the  price  that  Judas  accepted  to  betray  biro. 

»<  Denunciations,  sir,  are  Weapons  that  two  can  u*e,af»d  If 
any  one  expects  to  employ  thehd  against  me  with  icipooiir, 
he  mii^alculates  sadly  the  cliaracter  of  tlie  man  he  assails. 
"  I  have  said  all  I  think  it  necessary  to  say.  I  did  oot 
mean  to  argue  the  bill  here.  I  shall,  if  necefuaOf  tf"^  t 
at  home." 

Sir,  he  did  argiie  it  at  home.  He  became  a  sab- 
mi8sionist,and  did  all  he  could  in  his  State  tx>qtie]l 
the  proud  spirit  of  resistance  he  himself  had  con- 
tributed to  raise  in  Alabama.  After  all  these  brave 
and  sounding  words  and  fiery  resolves,  he  repeats 
the  course  be  had  pursued  in  Alabama,  and  here 
in  the  Senate  advocates  the  coir.jiromise  from 
beginning  to  end — goes  for  submission  utter  and 
entire — and  denounces  those  who  will  not  follow 
his  downward  path  in  submission  as  traitors. 
He  at  first  denounced  on  this  floor  those  who 
went  for  the  compromise  as  traitors,  whilst  he  hdd 
forth  defying  resistance;  now,  he  wheels  round 
and  denounces  those  who  propose  only  to  W* 
low  his  brave  counsels  •f  resistance  as  traitors, 
because  they  will  not  bow  to  an  ignominious  »u^ 
render — ^to  a  gross  outrage^  as  he  characieriMs  it, 
they  are  traitors.  What  can  censure  from  »n<"h 
a  man  be  worth  ?  In  denotipcing  others,  be  b«t 
denotmces  himselG  and  stands  fbith  self-eosTictw. 

I  come  now  to  the  speech  delivered  here  ua 
other  day,  the  last  in  my  series  of  proof,  i  will 
show  you  what  Mr.  Jkrrt  Clembni,  Senator 
from  Alabama,  is,  in  December,  1851.  I  na« 
read  to  you  the  first  paragraph  of  his  speech.  1" 
a  subsequent  part  he  approves  the  whole  compro- 
mise.   He  says: 

«  Mr.  President,  it  was  not  my  fortune  to «««'«  "^"JlJ^J 

Eatriotic  men  who  framed  tlie  compromise.  I  doomed  ib 
aaling  effects ;  but  even  when  dilTering  ftom  them,  i  r^ 
spect»»d  their  motives,  and  felt  that  Rome,  in  its  prooflw 
day,  never  ajt(<embled  a  Senate  of  loftier  int.*Uect  or  paw 
patriotism." 

Why,  I  thought  he  had  denounced  those  ^• 
ators  who  voted  for  the  compromise  as  men  wfto 
WQuld  sell  their  souls  to  Satan  for  officc—wno 
would  sell  their  Saviour  for  half  the  price  Judi* 
received.    He  continues: 

"  But  now,  sir,  when  the  work  is  •cc«"»P*'?*^J!!!i£ 
good  effccu  are  visible  everywhere,  I  bow  to  ^wf  5^ 
?risdom,  and  aak  only  the  humbU^fritik^e  of  aasiitiiif  " 
maintain  it." 

It  is  indeed  an  "humble  privilege.'*  Tn  my«J- 
tiraation,  rather  than  make  the  speech  which  pro- 
daims  it,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  had  be««% 
like  Cranmer.  have  put  his  hand  into  the  flsmes 
and  have  it  burnt  to  ashes.  ,  «  ,• 

He  formally  denounced  the  adraisaiort  of  woi- 
fomia  as  unconstitutional.    In  this  speech  he  now 
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affirms  that  it  was  constitutional.    I  will  read  what 
he  says: 

«Tbe  Seuatorfrom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Ruettj  lays 
the  admisiuon  of  CaJilbrnia  was  unconntltuUoual,  beicanw 
ttw  Constitution  provides  only  for  tlie  odmiMion  at  Sicttt. 
If  I  had  not  heard  this  same  argnment  advanced  at  home 
by  abler  men  than  the  Benator,  1  would  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce it  i>wf  nonttMt.  T\ivt  Constitution  provides  oniv 
fat  the  adnnsriion  of  a  State.  True ;  but  it  is  the  ad  ofad- 
ym^sHon.  wKick  makes  U  a  State.  Some  thirty-three  yean 
«go,  youy  ttir,  were  sittuig  in  a  ooqveolion  in  the  then  Ter- 
ritory of  Alabama,  framing  a  coustitntion  upon  which  you 
m»kct\  to  br  admitted  into  the  Uitlon.  Did  you  imaflnetliat 
yon  were  rommitting  the  foUy  of  asking  that  which  Con- 
gress ha4  no  right  lo  grant?  Suppose  some  wUeaare  had 
risen  in  iliat  convention  and  Informed  you  that  the  Consti- 
tution pni\  idcd  only  for  the  admission  of  States — that  Ala- 
bama was  a  Territory,  and  therefore  could  not  be  admitted 
into  the  rninn— what  would  have  been  your  opinion,  not 
merely  of  bis  constitutional  learnint,  but  of  his  eomwum 
eentei  From  that  period  to  this,  with  only  a  short  inter- 
mission, yon  have  held  a  seat  in  this  body,  llaa  it  ever  oc- 
curred to  you  that  you  were  here  unconstitutionally,  and 
that  in  thf.  very  act  of  taking  your  seat  you  violated  the  in- 
strument you  were  sworn  to  support  ?  There  are  but  three 
case^,  I  b'llitive,  in  our  history,  in  which  States  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Union — Vermont,  Kentnckv,  and  Texas. 
All  the  rr-t  cam*  in  as  Territories  ;  and  if  the  position  of 
the  Senauir  from  South  Carolina  be  correct,  the  early  fathers 
of  the  Republic,  the  fhtmers  of  the  Constitution,  ^new  noth- 
ing of  ttic  fundamental  law  tliey  e* tabltshed.  But,  sir,  while 
the  Senator  from  douth  Carolina  denies  to  Caliibrnia  the 
right  to  come  in  oecau^e  rhe  was  not  a  State,  he  yet  con- 
tends, with  that  remarkable  contiistency  which  charaeter- 
izes  many  of  the  opponents  of  the  compromise,  that  Mis- 
Miun  did  have  that  right.  Ncfv,  sir.  the  only  difference 
between  the  twu  ca5es  n*,  that  Missouri  had  a  regular  terri- 
torial {^overnuicnt.  and  Califoniia  never  had.  But  they  were 
both  Territories  neverthcle99,  and  neither  could  ever  be- 
come anything  else  without  Uie  assent  of  Congress.  The 
people  of  both  adopted  a  constitution,  and  sunt  tt  here  for 
approval ;  when  appro vwd,  they  both  became  States,  but  not 
until  then.'* 

Now  here  is  his  aflirmation  that  California  was 
constiiuilonally  admitted,  because,  as  he  argues, 
she  was  admitted  precisely  like  other  States; 
ihey  were  Territories  as  she  was,  and  the  act  of 
adnnission  mnde  her  a  State.  A II  the  other  States, 
Alabama  included,  were  Territories  when  they 
were  admitted;  so  California,  being  a  Territory 
when  she  was  admitted,  was  admitted  as  consti- 
tutionally as  they  were  admitted.  There  is  the 
argument.  I  have  in  my  liond  the  act  of  Con- 
fess admitting  Alabama  as  a  State  into  the 
Union.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  and  you 
know  it  very  well,  no  Territory  has  ever  been  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  as  a  State.  In  every  in- 
stance the  course  pursued  has  been  this:  Congress 
passes  ail  net  autnorizing  the  people  in  the  Terri- 
tory to  a  J  opt  a  constitution  ana  form  a  State. 
The  people  g:et  together,  make  a  government, 
adopt  a  constitution,  put  the  machinery  of  their 
Stale  government  into  operation,  and  apply  here 
for  achnisBioi)  as  a  State.  They  are  States,  and 
they  come  in  as  States.  Under  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  authorizing  Congress  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union,  their  territorial  ^urb  is 
tlirown  away,  and  they  come  here  robed  in  all  the 
dif^nity  of  free  and  independent  sovereignties. 
Alabama,  the  Senator's  own  State,  was  admitted 
in  that  way.  The  act  of  Congress  passed  for  the 
admission  of  Alabama,  begins  thus: 

«  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Alabama  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  u>  form  for  themselves  a 
eoffiRtitation  and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such 
name  as  they  deem  proper;  and  that  the  said  Territory, 
vhen  formed  into  a  Sfaie,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Unioiwpon  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States  fn 
all  re«pects  whatsoever. »' 

They  agreed  to  form  themselves  into  a  free  and 
independent  State,  and  they  did  so.  So  it  was 
with  Missouri.  Here  is  what  the  people  of  that 
State  did: 

*<  We,  the  people  of  Missouri,  inhabiting  the  Nmlts 
hereinafter  designated,  by  our  Representatives  in  Conven- 
tion assembled  at  SL  Louis,  on  the  twelAh  day  of  June, 
ISdO,  do  rautaally  agree  to  form  and  estabHsb  a  fhie  and 
independent  republic,  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Missoari  ; 
and  fur  the  government  thereof  do  ordain  and  estaidish  this 
conjrtitQtion." 

Misjiotiri  was  a  State;  Alabama  was  a  State; 
and  all  the  other  States  that  have  arisen  firom  Ter- 
ritories were  full  sovereignties  when  they  came 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  How  was  it  with 
Misnouri?  Missouri  adopted  a  constitution  in 
1820.  She  was  not  admitted,  I  think,  until  1822. 
Where  was  ahe,  then,  before  she  waa  admitted 
into  the  Union  .>  She  had  all  her  officers  in  full 
operation — her  executive,  her  legislative,  and  her 
judicial  departments  of  her  government  organized. 
And  was  sh^  not  a  State .'  could  she  not  have  re- 
mained a  State?  Was  not  Alabama  a  free  and 
independent  State,  as  her  constitution  affirms, 
when  aha  applied  for  admiwiion?    It  miuit  h^ve 
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been  so,  or  she  could  not  have  been  admitted.  I 
hesitate  not  to  say  that  if  she  had  not  been  a  Stat^ 
it  would  have  been  a  grots  violation  of  the  Con- 
■tittition  to  have  admitted  her  into  the  Union. 
You,  Mr.  President,  never  supposed,  when  you 
came  her  to  represent  her  as  a  State,  that  she  was 
a  Territory?  No,  sir.  The  Senator  •firom  Ala- 
bama does  not  know  the  birth  of  his  own  State. 

How  could  the  admission  of  Senators  here  make 
a  State  ?  'Unless  the  people  had  previously  organ- 
ized the  State,  no  act  of  Congress  admitting  them 
as  States  could  make  them  such. 

i  think,  then,  the  argument  of  the  Senator  in  fa- 
vor of  the  constitutionality  of  the  admission  of  Cal- 
ifornia, is  not  of  great  potency.  It  is  bused  upon 
a  dental  that  the  people  of  his  own  State,  were  the 
authors  of  their  own  rights  and  liberty.  They 
owe  their  existence, not  to  their  owh  volition,  but 
to  others.  Let  him  glory  in  sucli  a  parentage  for 
his  State,  if  he  pleases.  He  must  be  hard  driven 
for  an  argument  to  sustain  his  new  position.  After 
affirming  tliat  the  admission  of  California  was 
unconstitutional,  he  fesorts  to  these  expedients  to 
prove  the  contrary,  and  to  nullify  his  own  previ- 
ous ar^iments. 

As  fsaid,  he  now  supports  the  whole  compro- 
mise. So  staunch  is  his  adherence,  that  he  even 
says  he  would  not  repeal  the  law  by  which  the 
slave  trade  is  prohibited  in  this  District,  under  the 
penalty  of  emancipauon.  But  the  dangerous  fea- 
ture in  this  bill — all  that  the  South  cared  to  oppose — 
was  the  usurpation  on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  the 
power  to  emancipate  the  slaves  in  this  District. 
That  is  what  we  objected  to  in  that  act.  Yet  the 
Senator  says  he  would  not  vot^  to  repeal  this  act. 
He  is  willing  to  let  the  legislation  by  which  slaves 
are  emancipated  in  this  District  remain  to  be  ap- 
plied in  future,  by  the  same  course  of  reasoning, 
to  the  States.  He  is  certainly  enamored  of  the 
compromise. 

He  becomes,  too,  an  apolo^st  for  the  manner 

in  which  the  fugitive  slave  law  is  executed.     Here 

are  the  meek,  and  comely,  and  honeyed  words  in 

which  he  apologizes  for  the  execution  of  the  act. 

He  says: 

"That  it  has  been  occasionally  evaded  in  other  places, 
is  true;  nnd  that  in  some  instances  it  has  been  resisted  by 
violence,  I  do  not  deny.  But  that  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected. It  is  so,  and  always  will  be  so.  of  all  laws  in  a 
country  like  ours.  No  man  ever  believed,  wIihii  this  law 
was  passed,  tlmt  it  would  be  executed  in  every  instance. 
No  man  ever  believed  so  of  any  lawfriuned  by  the  wisdom 
of  man.  It  is  siiAcient  that  this  law  kas  been  executed  as 
Jaitl^uUjf  as  other  laws.  Occasional  Ihilures  by  no  means 
warrant  any  one  in  asserting  that  it  is  in  effect  a  dead  letter. 
There  is  not  a  law  upon  our  statute-books  which  is  not 
sometimes  evaded.  There  is  not  a  year  tn  which  cilminala 
do  not  escape  the  penalties  prescribed  by  the  law  against 
murder ;  but  that  is  no  reason  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  It 
is  better  that  the  lifb  of  the  citizen  should  be  imperfectly 
protected  than  not  protected  at  all.  8|}  in  the  present  case, 
if  the  law  does  not  secure  the  certain  return  of  every  fugi- 
tive, it  doe$  as  much  ae  any  human  taw  can  do;  and  I  can 
construe  in  but  one  way  the  conduct  of  that  iSouthem  man 
who  desires  to  continue  agitation  about  it.*' 

His  assertion  is,  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  has 
been  enforced  as  well  as  any  other  law — as  laws 
against  murder  or  theft.  Now,  what  is  the  fact? 
Just  about  the  time  wheA  the  Senator  was  deliv- 
ering his  speech,  the  Christiana  rioters  were  hav- 
ing a  ^forious  triumph  in  their  unanimous  release 
from  Its  penalties.  The  murder  of  ft  citizen  of 
Maryhindhad  been  consummated  under  this  very 
act,  m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Yet,  when  in 
xny  speech  I  ventured  to  suggest  that  not  a  hair 
ofthe  head  of  one  of  these  Christiana  rioters  would 
be  touched,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Brodhcao]  rose  and  intimated  that  1  cast  an  as- 
persion on  nis  State,  and  broadly  maintained  tha,t 
his  State  was  true  to  the  Constitution,  and  would 
enforce  the  laws.  He  feared  rather  that  the  inno- 
cent would  be  punished  than  that  the  guilty  would 
escape.  How  stands  the  final  result  T  Kvery  one 
of  the  Christiana  rioters  have  been  released  from 
I  all  penalties,  and  released  in  such  a  form  and  man- 
'  ner,  that  I  saw  in  the  **  Unicnt^^  the  otlierday,  a 
letter  from  a  Virginian,  inquiring  whether  there 
was  such  a  thing  as  getting  oack  a  negro  at  aU  in 
the  free  States?  The  writer  said  that  there  were 
a  great  many  people  in  bis  part  of  the  country 
who  desired  to  recapture  their  shives,  but  from  the 
appearance  of  thin^,  frop  the  release  of  those 
men  in  Pennsylvama,  it  seemed  to  be  hopelei^s  for 
a  Southern  man  -to  attempt  to  reclaim  Lis  slave. 
That  was  published  here  not  a  week  aeo;  and  vet 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  says,  tliat  this  law  has 
been  enforced  as  well  as  other  laws.  Did  he  ever 
h^ar  q(  other  laws  where  a  prisoner  was  rescued  in 


a  court  of  justice  in  open  day,  with  all  the  guards 
and  sanctity  of  justice  around  iO  Does  he  know 
of  any  law  of  the  land  where  those  who  go  to 
enforce  it  are  deliberately  murdered?  and  every 
criminal,  without  any  exception,  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Pennsylvania,  have  all  gone  free  of  pun- 
iahtnent?  Why,  it  seems  that  just  in  proportion 
as  time  develops  the  fact,  that  the  South  has  ob- 
tained nothing  by  this  compromise — that  so  far 
from  having  gained  anything,  she  has  only  earned 
contempt — the  sympathies,  the  feelings,  and  the 
support  of  so  me  Southern  men  seem  to  cling  closer 
to  its  support.  The  worse  it  is,  the  more  they  love 
it.  The  more  they  are  degraded,  the  niore  tliey 
humble  themselves.  1  see  that,  aceordingto  the 
census  returns  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
June,  1850,  upwards  of  1,000  fugitive  slaves  es 
caped  to  the  North  from  the  South.  That  amounts 
to  $8,000,000  worth  of  property  at  the  market  value 
of  slaves.  Maryland  alone  has  lost  379  fugitives 
duringnhat  year.  How  many  fugitives  slaves  who 
have  thtis  fled  to  the  North,  have  been  rendered 
up?  Whenever  one  is  recovered  by  stealth,  by 
connivance,  or  assent,  (for  some  of  them  come 
back  of  their  own  accord,)  it  is  heralded  forth  as 
a  great  proof  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law;  but 
how  many  of  these  1,000  slaves  has  the  law  re- 
stored ?  Not  one, probably,  in  one  hundred.  Yet, 
just  at  this  time,  when  the  census  is  printed,  show- 
ing our  condition  in  relation  to  this  law — when  the 
North  everywhere  treats  this  feature  of  the  com- 
promiue  with  demonstrations  of  defiance  and  con- 
tempt— ^it  is  at  this  time,  that  a  party  rallies  in  the 
South,  and  goes  for  the  compromise!  the  com- 
promise !  everything  for  the  compromise!  As  my 
distinguished  predecessor  said  in  his  dying  mo- 
ments, **The  South !  the  poor  South!  God  knows 
what  is  to  become  of  her.** 

I  have  read  to  you  extracts  from  the  speeches  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  to  show  that  ^he  not 
only  advocated  resistance  and  secession,  but  said, 
that  if  a  State  seceded  he  would  dare  the  Govern- 
ment to  interfere.  Now,  what  do  you  tliink  he 
says  in  the  last  speech  of  hie,  to  which  I  refer  > 
He  denies  the  right  of  secession;  and  he  denies  it 
first  on  authority,  and  then  for  reasons.  I  will 
read  his  authority: 

»*  We  are  told  that  authority  for  the  right  of  secession  Is 
to  be  found  in  the  resolutions  of  ^98  and  W.  So  many  mom 
have  saught  to  sustain  absurd  theories  by  referring  to  these 
resolutions,  that  I  presume  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised 
even  at  this  last  and  weakest  attempt  of  all.  Nor  in  thin 
ape  of  progress  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  wisdom  of 
the  disciple  should  Oir  outrun  that  of  the  teacher.  John  O. 
Calhoun  and  C^eorge  McUuflie  examined  the  resolutions  of 
1)8  and  'SS  for  the  right  of  secession,  and  could  not  find  it. 
Tliey  found,  as  thcv  thought,  nuJIidcation;  but  nullification 
is  iti^elf  a  denial  of  secession.  We  all  know  that  some  of 
the  ablest  efibrts  made  by  both,  of  these  great  men,  was  to 
establish  that  nullification  was  the  rightful  remedy." 

Of  Mr.  Calhoun  he  said: 

"  Sir,  I  believe  I  loved  him  better  while  living,  and  re- 
spect him  more  now,  than  any  one  of  those  who  make  use 
of  his  name  to  give  respectability  to  treason.  He  was  never 
a  seeessioniKt,  and  I  am  authorised  to  sav  that  the  proof 
will  before  long  be  given  to  the  worid.  He  regarded  the 
attempt  of  a  single  State  to  go  out  of  the  Union  as  madnass* 
ani^died  in  that  opinion.*' 

Here  is  the  assertion  that  tlie  resolutions  of 
1798  and  1799  do  not  sanction  secession.  Now,  I 
understand  there  is  a  proposition  in  circulation  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress  amongst  members  to 
print  the  Virginia  report  and  resolutions  of  1798 — 
^,  and  by  circulating  them,  let  the  people  judge 
for  themsenree  what  are  the  doctrines  they  contain. 
Will  the  Senator  from  Alabama  subscribe  or  not  ? 
If  he  will  not  subscribe,  I  will  subscribe  a  thou- 
sand copiei  for  him,  if  he  will  promise  to  frank 
them  to  his  constituents,  and  by  this  means  he 
will  show  his  sincerity  and  put  down  secession. 
Sir,  tliey  do  advocate  secession,  because  they  do 
advocate  State  sovereignty.  They  deny  what  he 
affirms,  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is  the  arbiter  between  States.  They  affirm, 
that  each  of  the  States  has  a  right  to  construe  the 
compact  of  the  Constitution  existing  between 
them,  and  construing  the  compact,  they  have  a 
right  to  determine  whether  it  has  been  violated, 
and  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress.  These  are 
the  positions  assumed  in  the  report  and  resolutions 

of  1798  and  1799.  ,      „       ^,. 

The  only  difference  between  the  Republican 
party  and  South  Carolina  in  1832  and  1833  as  to 
nullification,  was  this:  The  Republicans  in  Vir- 
ginia and  elsewhere  maintained  that  the  resolutions 
of  1798  and  "99  affirmed  secession;  we  maintained 
I  that  they  affirmed  nullification.    They  swd  we 
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eould  not  remain  in  the  Union  and  nallify  ita  laws; 
but  that  each  State  had  a  right  to  secede  from  the 
Union  as  a  consequence  of  her  sovereignty.  There 
is  really  no  incompatibility  between  these  posi- 
tions. They  perfectly  harmonize.  If  a  State  has 
a  right  to  nulhfy,  it  has  a  right  to  secede. 

But  the  Senator  says  that  John  C.  Calhoun  was 
not  an  advocate  of  secession;  and  that  it  will  soon 
be  proved  by  somebody  thai  he  denied  this  right 
in  a  State.  On  page  301  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  late 
work,  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  if  he  ever  reads 
it,  will  find  these  words: 

«Tbat  a  State,  m  a  party  to  the  eoiMtltotiooal  compact, 
baa  a  rictit  to  secede,  acting  in  the  aaroe  capacity  in  which 
it  ratiflfd  the  Constitution  aa  a  compact,  canno^  with  any 
show  or  reason,  be  denied  by  any  one  wbo  re^ds  the 
Constitution  aa  a  compact.  This  results,  necessarily,  rVom 
the  nature  of  a  compact  where  the  parties  to  it  are  sover- 
eign, and  of  courae  have  no  higher  auUiority  to  which  ttf 
appeal.'* 

These  are  the  words  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  holding 
his  dying  pen;  and  if  he  had  said  anything  else  he 
woula  have  belied  all  his  doctrines  and  his  intelli- 
gence itself.  Let  the  man  step  forth  who  will 
frove  that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  secession, 
hope  the  Senator  will  soon  oring  him  out  into 
open  day.  That  man  does  not  live  who  will  ven- 
ture to  attempt  to  prove  that  Mr.  Calhoun  falsifi^ 
his  own-  great  work  by  contrary  opinions;  and, 
mark  what  I  say,  if  he  does  live,  and  ever  had 
any  such  design,  he  will  never  lift  his  head  to  as- 
sert it.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  surrounded  by  too 
many  fiiends  when  livine,  to  be  abused  by  his  en- 
emies when  dead.  He  has  sons  who  regard  the 
honor  of  their  parent,  and  who  will  protect  his 
name  and  his  reputation.  And  let  the  slanderers 
stand  forth  and  oare  to  say,  that  in  defiance  of  his 
whole  course  of  life,  and  his  last  written  work,  he 
denied  the  right  of  a  State  to  secede;  let  them  come 
forth  if  thev  dare. 

Sir,  neitner  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor  Mr.  Calhoun, 
nor  Mr.  McDuflie,  nor  the  resolutions  of  1798  and 
1799,  deny  the  risht  of  secession.  1  will  not  say 
anything  about  Mr.  Jefierson.  His  most  malig- 
nant enemies — the  consolidationists  and  abolition- 
ists— dare  not  attribute  such  a  sentiment  to  him. 
John  Gluincy  Adams,  holding  the  pen  and  describ- 
ing Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  could  not  so  stul- 
tify himself  as  to  do  otherwise  than  acknowledge 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  maintained  the  right  of  a  State 
to  secede  from  the  Union.  Consolidationist,  as  he 
was,  he  had  too  much  integrity  and  honesty  to 
fidsify  the  opinions  of  a  dead  statesman.  These 
are  the  authorities  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama; 
and  now  let  me  come  to  his  reasoning,  which  is 
just  as  conclusive  as  his  authorities.    He  says: 

**l  apprehend,  Mr.  President,  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
misapprchei^on  which  exists  in  relation  to  this  matter 
grows  out  of  the  too  loose  application  of  the  word  '  sover- 
eign' to  tlie  States.  We  speak  habitually  of  sovereign 
States  ;  as  if  their  sovereignty  was  absolute  and  unques- 
tioned. But  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  sovereign  State 
within  the  limits  of  this  Union.  The  Constitution  has  ex- 
pressly denied  iu'* 

There  is  assertion  broad  and  strong.  "  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  a  sovereign  State  within  the 
limits  of  this  union,"  says  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama. '<The  Constitution  has  expressly  denied 
it.**  Where?  In  what  clause.'  1  have  read  the 
Constitution  all  over,  and  can  see  no  expression 
in  it  denying  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  or  the 
conseauent  right  of  secession.  If  there  be  any 
such  clause  in  the  Constitution,  let  it  be  producea. 
It  will  settle  at  once  the  whole  question. 

The  Senator  continues: 

**  The  Constitution  has  taken  away  fVnm  the  States  some 
of  the  highest  and  most  essential  athibutes  of  sovereignty. 
They  cannot  coin  money;  they  cannot  emit  bills  of  credit; 
they  cannot  punUk  trtcuon  again$t  thtnuelvti  ;  they  can- 
not go  to  war ;  they  cannot  enter  into  compacts  with  other 
States ;  nay.  more :  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  Con- 
atitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stafes  shall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  biws  of  any 
Bute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  .Now,  who  ever 
heard  of  a  sovereignty  with  the  laws  of  another  power  supe- 
rior to  its  own  within  its  own  limiu  V* 

Because  the  States  have  surrendered  the  power 
of  coining  money,  and  making  war  and  peace,  to 
the  General  Gk)vemment,  therefore  he  argues  that 
the  States  are  not  sovereign.  Are  not  alliances,  of- 
fensive and  defensive,  common  among  nations,  in 
which  they  agree  to  make  war  and  peace  together  ? 
Did  any  one  ever  suppose  that  they  renounced 
their  sovereignty  by  such  agreements  ?  As  to  coin- 
ing money,  it  has  been  gravely  proposed  in 
Europe  that  all  nations  should  consent  to  one 
coinage.  That  is  a  mere  matter  of  commercial 
convenience.    But  there  is  one  test,  the  power  to 


punish  treason  which  the  Senator  says  the  States 
do  not  possess.  If  this  is  true,  I  wiU  give  up  the 
(question;  and  I  will  never  again  open  my  mouth 
in  defence  of  State  sovereignty  and  State  rights. 
If  a  State  cannot  punish  treason,  it  is  clear  it  can- 
not be  sovereign.  The  very  definition  of  sovereijrn- 
ty  is  supremacy.  Its  duty  is  protection.  The 
dutv  of  the  citizen  is  allc^ance;  and  treason  is  a 
violation  of  allegiance,  ff,  therefore,  a  State  can- 
not punish  treason — ^if  it  cannot  punish  a  violation 
oi  aUe^iance— there  cannot  be  such  a  thing  as  State 
sovereignty.  But  how  stands  'the  matter  ?  The 
Senator  is  altogether  mistaken  in  his  assertion. 
His  own  State  constitution  has  a  clause  punishing 
treason,  which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate.  In  the 
constitution  of  Alabama,  the  sixth  article  ana  fif- 
teenth clause  reads: 

"  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  inr  levying 
war  against  it,  or  aiding  or  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of 
treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the 
same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confession  in  open  c6urt.'* 

There  is  the-constituiion  of  his  own  State,  upon 
which  she  was  admitted  into  this  Union;  and  that 
constitution  distinctly  affirms  that  she  has  a  right 
to  punish  treason,  and  therefor^  that  she  is  sover- 
eign. 1  have  not  looked  into  the  constitutions  of 
all  the  States;  but  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri, 
(13th  article,  15th  clause,)  there  is  the  same  pro- 
vision; so  in  the  constitution  of  Kentucky,  (6th 
article,  2d  clause,)  Indiana,  (article  11th,  clause 
2d,)  Louisiana,  (utle  YI,  article  90,)  Mississippi, 
Particle  7,  clause  3,)  Florida,  (article  16,  clause  4j») 
Arkansas,  (article  9,  clause  2,)  Texas,  (article  7, 
clause  2,)  Wisconsin,  (article  1,  clause  10,)  and 
last  of  all,  Iowa,  particle  2,  clause  16.)  Every  one 
of  thes&— all  of  tnem  new  States — have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  with  this  clause  in  their  con- 
stitutions, in  which  they  assert  the  right  of  pun- 
ishing treason,  and,  consequently,  the  right  to  the 
allegiance  of  their  citizens,  of  which  treason  is  the 
violation.  Look  at  the  construction  these  facts 
afford.  Congress,  at  every  successive  act  approv- 
ing of  these  constitutions,  indorses  the  rignt  of 
the  States  to  punish  treason;  and  therefore  affirms 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  States. 
That  is  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  That  Constitution  says, 
that  treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist 
in  levying  war  ae;ainst  them,  and  in  adherine  to 
their  enemies,  ana  giving  them  aid  and  <;pmfort. 
**  Their  enemies**— enemies  of  the  States.  The 
Constitution  itself  describes  the  States  as  sover- 
eigns, against  whom  treason  may  be  committed 
in  their  united  capacity.  And  when,  aflerwards. 
Congress  approved  the  State  constitutions,  in  which 
treason  is  defined,  and  a  power  is  expressed  to 
punish  it  against  the  States,  it  is  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
both  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
constitutions  of  the  States  which  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  go  to  show  that  the  States- 
alone  are  sovereign.  The  Constitution  does  not 
say  that  treason  may  be  committed  against  the 
Oovemment  of  the  United  States  or  the  Union. 
No,  sir;  it  is  against  the  States  that  treason  can 
alone  be  committed,  whether  actine^  together  in 
the  Union,  or  as  separate  States.  It  is  in  beine 
<'  their  enemies,"and  giving  their  enemies  aid  and 
comfort,  that  the  offTence  consists.  Therefore  1 
say  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  constitution  of  all  the  States  teach  but  one 
doctrine,  contrary  to  the  affirmation  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  and  that  doctrine  is,  that  the 
'States  are  sovereign.  His  own  State  punishes 
treason.  If  he  can  nullify  the  constitution  of  his 
own  State,  and  cast  her  out  of  existence — if 
he  can  degrade  her  into  a  wretched  dependency  on 
this  Government,  which  can  be  trampled  upon 
with  impunity,  and  dares  not  lift  the  front  of  re- 
sistance— let  him  do  it,  and  take  all  the  glory  of 
such  an  achievement.  For  my  part,  it  is  my  glory 
as  well  as  my  privilege  that  I  am  a  dtizen  of  a 
sovereign  State — the  State  of  South  Carolina.  To 
her,  as  the  Senator  from  Alabama  formerly  said 
of  his  State,  I  owe  my  allegiance.  With  her  I 
live;  and  at  her  mandate  I  trust  I  am  prepared  to 
die.  And  I  care  not  what  consolidationist,  whether 
from  the  North  or  South, dares  to  assail  her  in  the 
exercise  of  her  sovereignty,  so  fiir  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, with  the  little  power  I  possess,  at  her  com- 
mand I  will  resist,  ana  resist  to  the  last.  She  is 
my  sovereign;  and  she  at  least  will  not  tolerate  the 
doctrine  (hat  treason  cannot  be  committtd  agaioBt 


her.  Let  any  man  within  her  limits  udie  up  arms 
against  her,  in  obedience  to  any  power— there 
stands  her  statute;  her  incorruptible  ludieiary;  her 
Executive  armed  with  the  sword  of  aulbonty  to 
protect  her  sovereignty.    Their  fate  will  be  death. 

Mr.  President,  lam  exhausted;  and  1  presome 
that  the  Senate  must  be  fatigued  from  the  letteth 
of  time  I  have  tried  its  patience.    I  have  here  be- 
fore me  many  other  points  in  which  the  inconiii- 
tencies  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  are  exposed, 
and  which  I  promised  to  expose.    I  must  leare 
them  to  be  read  and  compcured,  as  they  are  con- 
tained in  his  last  speech.     His  tnconsisteDcies 
witli  respect  to  the  dismemberment  of  Texas-^hii 
beautiful  picture  of  the  blessines  of  the  Union— 
and  his  tragic  delineations  of  the  horrors  of  dii* 
union,  I  must  leave  unquoted.    I  turn,  in  conda- 
sion,  to  a  public  matter  which  has  latelv  come  to 
light  in  Alabama.    It  has  been  in  the  public  prints 
for  many  weeks,  and  I  have  iiot  seen  it  cootre- 
dieted.    I  take  it  to  be  true.    It  may  go  (ar  to 
explain  the  inconsistencies  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  that  Senator  wu 
elected  to  his  seat  in  this  body,  he  was  elected  by 
the  Whigs.  The  Democratic  party,  by  so  OTer- 
whelming  vote,  I  learn,  nominated  his  competitor, 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  to  be  their  candidate  for  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Democratic  party  had  a  majority  in  the 
Legislature;  but  a  few  of  the  gentleman's  friendi, 
in  combination  with  the  Whigs,  elected  him  to  bit 
present  place.  •  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  statement 
of  Judge  Buford.  You  know  the  man,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident; and  a  more  honorable  aiKl  tnithfal  man 
does  not  live  within  the  confines  of  AUbama  or 
the  South.  I  know  him  also,  sir;  and  I  suppose 
his  veracity  and  honor  would  not  suffer  ih  com- 
parison with  that  of  any  man  on  this  ffoor.  Here 
IS  a  statement  he  has  placed  before  the  world.  He 
was  a  Senator  at  the  time  in  the  Alabama  Legis- 
lature: 

<<  On  the  nifht  before  the  anal  baltoCiBg  by  the  Legislatin 
(br  a  United  States  Senator,  a  caucu*  of  the  Whig  meaten 
was  held,  at  which  it  was  anDoanced  that  Mr.  CifiiMsi 
tiad  verbally  pledged  himself,  if  elected,  to  support  Um  Ad- 
nunistration  of  General  Taylor.  Objeetioat  were  made  If 
members  of  the  caocas  to  receiving  a  vertwl  pledge,  snd  a 
was  insisted  that  it  should  be  redu<^  to  writing.  Aceori- 
Ingly.  soon  after,  a  tmall  strip,  cmitttining  a  writm  pledf*, 
was  Drought  in  the  caucus  Inr  Mr.  Rip  Davis  of  Limeslats. 
It  was  nearly  or  exactly  in  these  words  \ 

i**^eUct9d  to  the  UnUed  SUtUi  Stnmte,  I  /nmitt  k 
nvfpvrt  the  adminigtratiouof  General  T\tylor, 

^jKastCLcasKf.* 

(<  It  was  further  stated  by  Major  Buford  that  be  bad  M«a 
the  written  pledge,  and  that  it  was  rcpraoenied  aad  Misfei 
to  be  in  Mr.  Clemens  >s  handwriting. " 

Another  Whig  member  of  the  Alabama  Lcs** 
lature,  who  was  in  the  caucus,  comes  out  with  t 
statement  confirming  that  of  Mr.  Buford.  Heft 
is  what  he  says: 

EovAULA,  (•4J«.,)  Januarf  99, 1851. 

Gbntlsmbn;  Tour  note  of  this  date  is  received.  P« 
my  own  part,  I  never  recognist^d  any  obUgatioo  of  tatej 
in  relation  to  the  Clemens' aflbir.  I  supported  Mr.Oeoee* 
(as  is  well  known)  with  extreme  reluctance,  and  viih  Ike 
reservation  of  the  ri^t  to  make  any  explaoation  of  the  rea- 
sons I  might  think  proper,  aad  besides,  I  heard  of  no  pMP 
of  secrecy  in  the  caucus.  I  would  not,  however,  bmw- 
unteered  my  testimony  in  this  matter,  nor  have  gfvea  it, 
but  for  the  reasons  stated  in  yoirr  note. 

On  the  eve  of  Mr.  ClemenB>s  electioQ  to  the  United  Stsiv 
Senate,  there  was  a  caucus  of  the  Whig  party ;  I  did  lOt 
cont'>mplate  attending,  but  went  at  the  urgent  reqnest  of  »f 
colleague,  Mr.  Gardner.  When  we  arrived  we  Ibmd  w 
caucus  organixed — die  only  question  was  whether  im 
Whigs,  as  a  party,  should  support  Mr.  Clemois.  S^""!^ 
his  fViends  gave  verbal  assurances  that  he  would,  if  eltetM, 
act  with  the  Whigs,  and  said  they  were  authoriied  ^f^ 
td  say  so.  It  was  obfected  that  it  was  nnsafb  to  iapp|"2 
him  without  a  written  pledge,  and  the  caocvs  being  uut 
to  agif^,  a  member  trrm  Greene  stated  that  a  pledge  eeeM 
be  obtained,  and  callM  on  Mr.  Rip  Davis,  from  Ume^yf 
urtio  rose  and  produced  a  small  scrap  of  paper,  aad  reas  R 
as  near  as  I  can  reoiember,  in  these  wonis : 

« *I/eie<Ud  to  the  United  Staiee  Ssnalt,  Ifleif  "iHr 
to  »u$tain  General  1^ly(or'«  adminUiration. 

<JBaB:  CLBVsn- 

"  A  good  many  gathered  around  to  inspect  the  pip*M*^ 
some  seemed  to  question  its  being  in  Mr.  Cleai«M%  aase* 
writing,  when  Mr.  Davis  said  in  substance.  *  I  pMp  wy 
honor  as  a  gentleman  it  is  Mr.  Clenieas*s  band,  aad  wm- 
ten  by  himself.' 

"  The  same  gentleman  who  had  called  on  Mr.  Paris,^* 
above  stated,  then  took  the  paper,  and  boMiag  It  up,  »•■  » 
oat  in  a  louder  tone,  and  ia  the  sanM  words. 

«  Yours,  fcc.  PAUL  McCALL." 

Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  The  Senator  firom 
Alabama,  without  any  provocation  on  my  part, 
thought  proper  to  arraign  me  before  the  Swjf** 
I  stated  what  my  purpose  was— that  L  wouW  die- 
credit  the  witness— that  I  would  -show  that  the 
authority  which  has  pnsumad  to  impocn  ^ 
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honor  and  character  of  other  Senators  was  not  so 
high  as  to  injure  the  reputation  of  any  man,  much 
less  that  of  a  Senator,  i  have  fulilled  my  task. 
It  has  been  most  reluctantly  performed-*,  but  loould 
not  avoid  performing  it.  1  nave  only  acted  on  the 
defensive;  and  vhUe  I  deprecate  the  necessity 
vhich  has  compelled  me  to  this  course  of  action, 
I,  at  the  same  time,  must  render  my  profound 
acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  the  courtesy 
which  has  avoided  roe  the  opportunir^  of  doin^ 
what  I  have  done,  in  the  vinaicaiion  of  truth  and 
justice. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Mr.  President,  yesterday 
about  two  o'clock,  when  at  my  room,  1  receivtd 
the  following  formidable  missive: 

Bkhatc  Guam  •BR,  yebruary  36tli,  18S3. 

DsAii  Sia :  I  have  beeo  directed  by  the  Hon.  Barnwell 
Rheti  lo  inform  yoa  thatm  morrow  he  will  addreu  the  Sen- 
ate opoD  tile  saliJecC  of  perionsliriea  between  you  and  him- 
self, and  that  he  ha«  given  notice  (taia  mominf  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  that  efiect. 

I  have  the  iioaor  to  be«  most  resjpectfoily,  your  obedient 
servant,  R*  BEAhE^Sergeant-at-^mu. 

tfoB.  i.  CfcBMBxa,  Unitti  StaU*  S^mdor, 

If  that  notice  had  been  given  to  me  alone,  I 
ipight  have  supposed  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  intended  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
preparing  to  die  with  &cenoy.  But,  not  satisfied 
witn  directing  this  note  to  me,  I  see  from  the 
morning  papers  that  he  gave,  in  addition,  a  formal 
notice  to  the  Senate,  to  the  g^leries,  to  the  report- 
ers, and  the  letter-writers,  in  order  that  they  might 
all  appear  on  the  present  occasion,  to  witness  his 
triumph  and  my  discomfiture.  It  may  happen, 
that  the  vain  eelf-conceit  which  has  inducea  him 
to  overlook  the  means  of  assault,  has  equally  in- 
duced him  to  undervalue  those  of  the  defence. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  manifested 
an  ignorance  of  the  history  of  .this  compromise; 
an  ienorance  of  my  position  in  relation  to  it;  he 
has  drawn  deductions  from  it  so  false,  and  so  un- 
justifiable, that  I  can  attribute  it  to  nothing  bat 
that  blind  and  rabid  spirit  of  disunion  which  pre- 
vents him  from  seeing  things,  that,  to  other  men, 
are  as  apparent  as  the  noon-daj  sun.  He  says  that 
I  called  him  a  knave  and  a  traitor.  No  man  who 
heard  that  speech  of  mine,  ever  entertained  such 
as  opinion,  but  himself.  The  allusion  to  knavery 
was  an  illustration,  not  a  charge.  But,  if  I  had 
done  80,  tBe'  sttbse<|uent  course  of  that  Senator 
justifies  me  in  adding  the  epithet  of  coward,  to 
that  of  knave  and  traitor. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  must  not  use 
expressions  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  am  not  otit  of  order,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  intend,  if  I  can,  to  keep  within 
the  rules  of  order;  but  there  are  some  things 
which  I  must  say,  and  which  I  will  say.  If,  when 
he  believed  that  the  charge  of  knavery  was  pend- 
ing against  hinu  he  brooded  over  it,  and  took  more 
than  two  months  to  prepare  himself  for  a  deliber- 
ate speech  to  answer  it  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
he  does  not  deserve  the  character  of  a  man.  No 
man,  with  the  feeling  of  a  man  in  his  bosom, 
who  believed  such  a  charge  waa  pending  against 
him  would  have  sought  redress  here.  He  would 
have  looked  for  it  euewhere.  He  submitted  to 
it  then,  and  now  comes  here  not  to  ask  redress 
in  the  only  way  he  should  have  sought  it,  but, 
as  he  says,  to  discredit  the  witness;  and  how 
does  he  propose  to  do  it?  He  begins  with  the 
evidence  of  two  of  his  co-conspirators.  Now,  in 
my  State,  they  are  not  allowed  by  law  to  give  evi- 
dence for  one  another.  But  that  is  not  all.  He 
haa  evaded  the  point.  He  has  sought  to  create  a 
false  impression  upon  the  Senate  and  the  country. 
He  has  endeavored  to  make  this  Senate  believe 
that  I  intended  to  charge  them  with  open  applause 
of  his  conduct.  I  meant  no  such  thine;  and  every 
man  knew  that  I  did  not  mean  it.  But  will  he 
deny  that  they  went  to  him  and  shook  hands  with 
him,  congratulating  him  «pon  th«-.peMh  that  he 
had  made? 

Mr.  RHETT.    I  deny  it. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Mr.  Chibb,  did  you  not  do 
it? 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  do  not  remember  whether  I 
shook  hands  with  the  Senator  or  not.  I  know  I 
expressed  then,  as  I  express  now,  my  concurrence 
in  the  State  rights  doctrines  of  the  speech,  but  not 
in  ita  disunion  sentiments ;  iust  as  when  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama,  the  other  day,  delivered  an 
^oqnent  speech  upon  another  subject,  I  expressed 
to  him  my  gratification  and,  so  fkr  as  I  concurred 
in  it,  my  approval  of  it.   And  now  I  ask  the  Sen- 


ator from  Alabama  upon  what  authority  he  sa^rs 
1  am  a  co-conspirator  with  any  one  upon  this 
door? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  wiH  attend  to  one  at  a 
time.  Now,  what  witness  is  discredited?  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  alleges  that  there  was 
no  such  congfatulation .  ^fore  the  words  are  cold 
upon  his  lips,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  contradicts 
him.  Where,  then,  is  the  witness  who  is  dis- 
credited? Here  are  witnesses  who  saw  it.  The 
Senator  from  Ohio  does  not  pretend  to  say  that  he 
did  not  do  it.  He  does  not  pretend  to  say  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  He  says  merely  he  does  not 
remember  shaking  hunds*  But,  sir,  it  is  no  extra- 
ordinary thing — It  is  nothing  extraordinary  for  the 
Senator  to  be  upon  friendly  and  intimate  terms 
with  those  whom  he  professes  extreme  anxiety  to 
destroy.  I  am  not  saying  anything  disrespectful 
of  these  gentlemen.  The  pomt  which  I  mean  to 
make  is  this;  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
at  Home  denounces  them  as  traitors — that  every- 
where throughout  the  land  he  has  assumed  the 
ground  thatthev  were  worse  than  Arnolds — and  yet 
in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  find  his  personal  relations 
with  them  so  warm  that  they  can  afford  to  go  and 
congratulate  him  upon  his  efibrts  in  favor  of  dis- 
union. I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  ia  anything 
discreditable  to  them  in  that  association;  but  what 
1  mean  to  say  is,  that  it  is  extraordinary — that  it 
is  something  which  is  strange  to  the  country,  that 
this  uncommon'  intimacy  diould  exist  between 
them.  But  that  is  not  all.  The  Senator  has  given 
us  another  illustration  of  his  facility  for  forming 
such  associations.  In  that  very  speech  which  he 
made  here  in  the  course  of  his  reply  to  Mr.  Foote, 
he  let  out  the  fact  that  he  had  private  consultations 
with  Thomfto  H.  Benton  behind  one  of  the  columns 
of  this  Capitol  in  relation  to  Mr.  Foote*s  conduct 
towards  Mr.  Calhoun.  Who,  in  South  Carolina, 
would  have  believed  that  BaritwelluRhbtt  would 
have  gone  to  Thomas  H.  Benton  to  consult  about 
the  interests  of  John  C.  Calhoun? 

There  was  another  witness  whom  theSenator  did 
not  call  to  the  stand — possibly,  because  he  is  not 
here— possibly,  because  his  testimon)r  would  not 
have  suited  him  quite  so  well — and  that  is  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,] 
who  was  actually  so  delighted  that  he  left  his  seat 
and  came  over  to  this  side  of  the  House  to  listen 
to  the  whole  of  that  harangue.  Yet  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  now  attempts  to  create  the 
impression  upon  the  country  that  I  have  made  a 
false  charge  oeainst  him;  of  being  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy with  these  gentlemen.  There  is  one  thing 
which  we  all  know:  if  there  is  no  concord  of  sen- 
timent between  him  and  them,  there  is  a  concord 
of  senUment  between  him  and  those  whom  they 
represent.  We  all  know  that  the  Abolitionists 
have  declared  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  **  a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agreement 
with  hell;"  and  we  all  heard  the  Senator  utter  sen- 
timents equally  as  atrocious. 

He  says  that  I  calumniated  him.  Calumniate 
him !  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  do  it. 
How,  though ,  did  I  calumniate  him  ?  What  word 
did  I  utter,  which  he  has  not  avowed  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate?  Did  he  not  get  lip,  and  proclaim 
himself  a  traitor  ?  And  does  he  call  it  calunmv, 
when  I  charge  him  with  being  precisely  what  ne 
has  avowed  that  he  is?  Is  that  the  standard  by 
which  he  measures  calumny?  Sir^I  could  say 
nothing  worse  of  him  than  he  has  said  of  himself; 
I  never  intended  to  sav  anything  half  as  bad.  It 
is  true,  he  is  a  man  tor  whom  1  never  had  any 
fancy.  It  is  true,  I  never  sought  his  acqueuntance. 
It  is  true,  that  when  he  came  here,  I  refused  to 
extend  to  him  that  courtesy  which  is  usually  ex- 
tended to  new  Senators,  and  refused  to  be  intro- 
duced to  him.  That  is  the  reason  he  does  not 
know  me.  But  I  never  intended  to  make  his 
character  nor  his  conduct  the  theme  of  discussion 
in  the  Senate.  The  subject  is  too  small.  I  have 
heard  or  rather  I  have  read,  a  description  by  one 
of  the  English  poets,  of  a  certain  period  of  dark- 
ness when  vipers  crawled  amone  the  multitude, 
'*  hissing,  but  stingless;"  and  I  knew  well  that  it 
applied  to  him.  We  can  hear  his  hiss,  but  there 
is  no  stin^  about  him. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  ifihe  Senator  from 
Alabama  will  permit  me,  I  will  suggest  that  it 
Is  impossible  for  him  to-day  to  answer  the  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina; and,  with  his 
permission,  I  vrill  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn  till  .to-morrow,  twelve  o'clock. 


Mr.  CLEMENS.  There  is  another  matter  to 
whicli  1  wish  to  advert,  and  I  will  give  way  in  ten 
minutes. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  There  is  a  matter  which 
has  been  brought  into  this  controversy  which  I 
choose  to  notice  now.  I  do  not  wish  that  any 
false  impressions  shall  go  abroad  to  the  country. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  ventured  to 
do  here  to-day  what  no  man  in  Alabama  was  ever 
found  bold  enough  to  do  in  my  presence.  The 
retailer  of  a  slander  is  as  bad  as  the  originator. 
Indeed,  he  is,  if  possible,  worse  than  he  who  ori- 
ginated it.  He  nas  charged  me  with  owing  my 
election  to  a  corrupt  bargain  with  the  Whig  mem- 
bers of  the  Alabama  LegisUture,  and  he  has  read 
a  later  from  Jefferson  Buford  and  Paul  McCall  on 
the  subject.  I  choose  to  notice  them  now.  If  he 
had  only  waited  two  days  longer,  I  think  the 
probability  is  he  would  never  have  ventured  to 
make  the  charge;  because  the  refutation  of  it  has 
gone  home  so  strong,  that  no  man  would  have 
dared  to  repeat  it.  The  fact  is  this,  that  so  far 
from  making  ony  pledge,  that  sKp  of  paper  to 
which  Mr.  Buford  alludes  contained  no  expression 
of  opinion  at  all.  Sir,  you  were  in  Montgomery 
at  the  time.  Although  of  course  you  cannot  be 
j>resumed  to  know  what  was  done  by  the  Whig 
party,  yet  your  conduct  from  that  day  to  this  has 
manifested  that  you  did  not  believe  one  word  of 
the  calumny.  It  was  a  simple  note  of  authority 
to  Mr.  Davis  to  state  what  my  opinions  were. 
He  was  a  warm, personal  friend,  perfectly  familiar 
with  those  opinions;  and  I  told  him,  who  had 
heard  them  repeatedly,  to  state  what  they  were. 
There  is  now  a  member  in  the  other  House  who 
waa  a  leading  member  of  that  Legislature — one 
of  the  individuals  whom  it  is  alleged  knows  most 
about  it — who  has,  again  and  again,  authorized 
me  to  pronounce  it  a  calumny.  Mr.  Davis  has 
again  and  again  authorized  me  to  do  the  same. 
A  number  of  other  gentlenien  have  written  letters 
denouncing  it,  or  authorizing  me  to  do  sd.  But 
the  Senator  brings  up  that  dead  carcase  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  and  makes  it  a  charge  against 
me  to  account,  as  he  supposes,  for  what  ?  An 
abandonment  of  Democratic  prindples?  Who 
chaises  we  with  having  done  so?  Who  alleges 
that  I  have  ever  given  a  vote  that  was  not  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  Democratic  faith  ?  Who  charges 
me  with  not  being  in  full  association  with  every 
Democratic  meml^r  of  this  body  ? 

I  promised  long  ago,  and  it  is  a  duty  which  I 
mean  now  to  discharge,  that  if  ever  I  could  meet 
a  man  in  Alabama  who  would  allege  that  thing  to 
be  true,  I  should  brand  him  as  he  deserved;  and  I 
want  the  Senator  to  mark  now  what  I  have  to 
say  on  the  subject,  and  apply  it.  The  charge, 
emanate  from  whatever  quarter  it  may,  circulated 
by  whom  it  may,  is  a  foul  lie,  unmitigated  and 
unredeemed  by  the  slightest  semblance  of  truth. 
I  am  now  willing  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  move  that 
the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

■  ' '  ■         ' 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaiDAV,  Febrwary  27,~  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer  by 
the  Rev.  CM.  BvTLxa. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
BOUNTT  LANDS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  as  the  first  business  in 
order,  the  special  order  of  the  House,  being  a  bill 
entitled  ♦•  An  act  explanatory  of  the  act  approved 
September  28,  1850,  entitled,  « An  act  granting 
'  bounty  land  to  certain  ofiicers  and  soldiers  who 
*  have  been  engased  in  the  military  service  of  the 
<  United  States,'^*  as  amended  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that 
the  pending  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
biU. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  move  that  the  special  order  be 
postponed,  with  a  view  of  goinc  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar 

The  SPEAKER.  Docs  the  gentleman  move  to 
postoone  it  to  a  daycertain  ? 

Mr.  BOWIE.    Until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  the  bill  which  is  the 
special  order,  is  now  upon  its  passage,  and  that 
one  vote  will  dispose  of  it. 
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Mr.  JOxVES,  of  Tennessee.  Can  the  epeciftl  ^ 
order  be  postponed  without  unanimous  consent?    ' 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  so. 

Mr.  JONES,  It  took  two-think  to  make  the 
special  order,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a  majority 
cannot  defeat  that  special  order  by  postponing  it. 
There  is  another  special  order  coming  up  on  Tues- 
day, and  if  a  majority  are  disposed  to  ^et  clear  of 
that  special  order,  they  can,  by  postponing  it  from 
day  to  day,  defeat  tne  rule  which  required  two 
thirds  to  make  it  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chdir  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  body  to  post- 
pone a  special  order  from  day  to  day,  by  the  vote 
of  a  majorit^  of  the  House,  and  that  that  is  one 
"form  in  which  the  House  may  dispose  of  a  special 
order.  The  rule  is,  that  **  when  a  question  is 
under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received  but  to 
adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  postpone  to  a  day  certain^  to  commit  or 
amend,"  &c. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  certainly  defeats 
the  object  inlmakiug  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
the  bill  may  be  recommitted  or  postponed  to  a  day 
certain. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  call  the  attention  of.  the  Chair 

to  his  decision  made  on  yesterday  about  this  very 

bill,  as  reported  in  the  Globe  of  to-day: 

"The  SPBA.KBR.  That  would  be  the  regular  order  of 
bu^oevs  for  the  morning  hour,  but  for  the  (hot  that  the  spe- 
cial order  reported  firom  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
ttate  of  the  Union  upon  yesterday,  becomes  the  regular 
business,  froju  day  today,  until  diupcMed  of.  Being  a  special 
order,  it  nverrides  all  nUier  business." 

The  SPEAKER.  It  overrides  all  other  busi- 
ness, and  is  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  rules  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  think  it  takes  two-thirds  to 
postpone  it,  as  it  is  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  practice 
of  the  House  has  been  different,  and  that  a  ma- 
jority may  postpone,  from  day  to  daVi  as  a  major- 
ity may  commit.  That  is  the  recollection  of  the 
Chair  respecting  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  raise  another  point  of  order,  and 
it  is  this:  that  Friday  being  set  apart  as  private 
bill  day,  by  a  special  rule  of  the  House,  that  spe- 
cial rule  overrides  the  special  order  of  the  House, 
and  that  it  is  in  order  to  move  to  take  up  the  Pri- 
vtite  (Calendar 

The  SPEAKER.  The  special  order  certainly 
sets  aside  all  the  standing  rules — that  in  relation  to 
private  bill  day  as  well  as  the.others.  There  can  be 
no  question,  m  the  mind  of  the  Chair,  ui3on  that 
point;  and  the  Chair  therefore  overrules  the  point 
of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  then  a  special  order  sets  aside 
all  the  standing  rules  of  the  House,  how  can  it  be 
made  Without  one  day  *s  notice  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  suspended,  by 
a  vote  of  two  tliirds,  all  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  made  this  a  special  order,  to  be  disposed  of 
under  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  it  must  affect 
private  bills  as  well  as  other  business. 

Mr.  OLDS.  In  order  to  test  this  question,  I 
move  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calender. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  mo- 
tion to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  OLDS,  From  that  decision  I  take  an  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were,  upon 
a  division — ayes  81 ,  noes  52. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  tabic. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  special  order  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  must  appeal 
from  tKe  decision  of  the  Chair  that  it  is  in  order 
for  a  majority  to  postpone  from  day  to  day,  ajid 
thus  defeat  a  spe^-ial  order  made  by  two  thirds  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  (o  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  HALL.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  prior  motion, 
however,  and  the  Chair  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  the  rule  upon  the 
subject.     It  ia  as  follows: 

'^  When  a  qucsuon  i»  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
made  but  lu  odjourn,  to  lie  on  the  t.it^o,  for  the  previous 
quvotion,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit  or  amend. 


to  positpone  indefinitely ;  which  several  inotions  shall  have 
precedence  in  th«  order  in  which  they  are  arranged." 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain  must,  therefore,  take 
precedence  of  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  As  a  point 
of  order,  I  suggest  whether  the  subject-matter  must 
not  be  under  discussion,  before  the  House,  before 
a  motion  to  postpoi^e  at  all — either  to  a  day  cert2un 
or  indefinitely — can  be  entertained.  If  the  subject- 
matter  be  before  the  House,  I  shall  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  announced  that 
the  special  order  was  the  first  business  in  order, 
and  It  ia  now  before  the  House  and  under  discus- 
sion. It  is  under  discussion,  according  to  the 
meaning  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  MA  RSH ALL.  Then  I  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which,  as  I 
understand  it,  takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  Chair  be  correct  in  its 
decision  that  the  bill  may  be  postponed  to  a  day 
certain,  the  effiect  of  the  previous  question  will  be 
to  bring  the  House  to  a  vole  upon  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  And  also  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  And  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  in  case  the  motion  to^os^pone  is  disagreed 
to.  ^ 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  rule  gives  a  motion 
for  the  previous  question  precedence  over  a  motion 
to  postpone  to  a  day  certain;  and  under  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  must  take  precedency  of  the  motion 
to  postpone. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee.  It  not  only  takes 
precedence,  but,  if  I  understand  the  rule,  it  cuts 
off  the  motion  to  postpone.  Until  the  last  Con- 
gress the  previous  Question  cut  off  a  motion  to 
refer;  but  by  a  speciaj  rule  it  was  provided  that  the 
previous  question  should  not  cut  off  a  pending 
motion  to  refer,  but  that  the  House  should  first 
vote  upon  the  motion  to  refer  an4  then  upon  the 
amendments,  and  everything  else  is  cut  off  except 
the  motion  to  refer  and  the  amendments. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  is  clearly  right. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  turn  to  the  rule  upon  which  he  relies? 

Mr.  JONES.  Rule  46  is  tne  one  that  prescribes 
the  order  of  motions.  The  50th  ruleprovides  that 
"The  previous  question  shall  be  m  this  form: 
*  Shall  tlie  main  question  be  now  putr'  It  shall 
only.be  admitted  when  demanded  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  present,  and  its  eff^ts  sliall  be 
to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit,  if  such 
motion  shall  have  been  made;  and  if  this  motion 
does  not  prevail,  then  upon  amendments  reported 
by  a  committee,  if  any^ttien  upon  pending  amend- 
ments, and  then  upon  the  mam  question.'* 

Now,  the  previous  question  cuts  ofl!*,  as  I  think, 
everything  except  what  is  specified  in  that  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  direction  of  this  whole 
matter  must  depend  upon  the  correctness  of  the 
decision  of  tlie  Chair,  that  tliis  bill  may  be  post- 
poned. If  the  Chair  is  right  in  supposmg  that  it 
may  be  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  the  Chair 
thinks  it  follows,  very  clearly,  that  the  previous 
question  will  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  upon  the 
postponement,  just  as  it  would  bring  the  Ilouseto 
a  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair 
to  the  fact  that  the  50lh  rule  provides  that  a  mo- 
tion to  commit  shall  not  be  cut  off  by  the  previous 
question.  '  A  motion  to  commit  was  cutoff  by  the 
previous  Question  until  the  adoption  of  this  rule  on 
the  .Sih  or  August,  1848. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  remember  wliat  has  been  the  practice 
of  the  House  with  reference  to  debate  upon  a 
proposition  to  postpone  to  a  day  .certain  ? 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.    It  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  upon 
a  proposition  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  and 
hence  it  is  not  enumerated  among  the  votes  that 
the  House  must  be  brought  to  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question.  The  Chair  is  very  cer- 
tain that  he  has  decided  this  question  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINUMAN.     I  would  suggest  to  the 
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Chair  that  this  whole  discussion  is  out  of  order. 
The  previous  question  has  not  been  sustained, 
and  until  it  is  sustained  the  House  cannot  decide 
upon  the  efi^ect  of  that  motion.  I  submit  Uiai  this 
whole  discussion  is  premature,  and  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remark, 
that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentlemao 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jonks]  does  not  involve 
the  one  raised  by  the  centleman  from  Kentacky, 
[Mr.  Marshall,]  or  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question. 

The  Chair  decides  that  this  special  order  jnay 
be  postponed  to  a  day  certain.  The  geotleman 
from  Tennessee  differs  with  the  Cliair,  and  ap- 
peals from  this  decision,  and  the  question  bdbre 
fihe  House  is  on  that  appeal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  understand  the  gen^l^ 
man  from  Tennessee  to  rely  upon  the  ground  that 
the  previous  question  would  cut  off  the  motion  to 
postpone,  but  until  it  is  put  and  sustained,  the  ef- 
fect of  it  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  Chair  or 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Nonh 
Carolina  is  right  in  that. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  understand  the  point  d^ 
cided  by  the  Chair  is,  that  this  special  order  may 
be  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  by  a  majority  vote 
of  tlie  House.  That  is  the  point,  and  not  the  ef- 
fect, of  the  previous  question,  as  supposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  It  that  be  co^ 
rect,  then  a  majority  of  the  House  can  undo  what 
two  thirds  have  done. 

Mr.  JONES.  At  the  time  1  took  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  gentleman  fron 
Kentucky  Iiad  not  moved  the  previous  question. 
I  will  now  withdraw  my  appeal,  and  if  the  nre- 
vious  question- is  sustained,  and  the  Chair  men 
decides  that  the  motion  to  postpone  takes  prece- 
dence of  the  main  question,  I  shall  renew  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  Question  received  a  second,  on  a 
division — ayes  84,  noes  60— and  the  main  question 
was  orderea  to  be  now  put. 

Several  Members.  What  is  the  effect  of  die. 
previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  thatUx 
effect  of  the  previous  question  is  to  bi^  the  Housi 
first  to  a  vote  upon  the  motion  to  postpone  tiH 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES.  From  that  decision  I  q)peal,  and 
I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  46th  and  50th  nilet,  to- 
gether with  the  note  to  the  50th  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  tlie  rules,  as  follow: 

46.  <*  Wtiea  «  nuestlon  is  under  debate,  no  motioa  sliall 
be  received  but  to  a4Joum,  to  He  on  the  taUi^  Ibrtlie  pr«- 
vious  qumtioo,  to  poaipone  to  a  day  certain,  to  eooinitor 
amend,  to  poiMpone  indefinitely ;  which  several  motioM 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  sre  ar- 
ranged.*' 

50.  '<  The  previouii  question  shall  be  in  this  fann :  *  ShiU 
Uie  main  question  be  now  pat.'*  It  shidl  only  be  admitted 
when  demanded  by  a  raa^^orityof  the  members  present;  aal 
its  effect  shall  be  to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  brintr  the 
House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit,  if  neb 
rootioB  shall  have  been  made;  and  if  this  motion  doo  Boi 
prevail,  then  upon  amendments  reported  bv  a  cmnmHU^ 
any,  then  upon  pending  amendments,  and  then  apoo  lit 
main  question." 

Note  to  the  50th  rule: 

**  The  previous  question  was  recoKDiaed  in  die  rates  es- 
tablished April  7,  1789,  and  could  be  demanded  b;  in 
memberH,  (the  parliamentary  law  places  it  in  (be  power  oi 
two  memben — one  to  move,  the  other  to  second.)  On  tM 
33d  December,  1811,  It  was  placed  on  a  fbotiaff  with  the 
jreas  and  nays — chat  is,  at  the  command  ofoneMth^  *m 
membert  present.  It  remained  so  until  the  S24lh  Feiintf'T' 
1813,  when  the  rule  was  changed  to  its  present  fbnn  of  b 
majority.  According  to  former  practice,  the  previous  qw^ 
tion  brought  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  en  die  iMin  qm*- 
tion^that  is,  to  aaree  to  the  main  provo^UifO^  » the  «idj- 
sion  of  all  amenduiciils  and  incidental  motions ;  bat  oo  IPC 
14th  January,  1810,  it  was  citaiigod  to  iis  present  foraH-fin* 
to  embrace  ptnding  amendments,  and  then  the  main  ptop^ 
Bitlon." 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the 
appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  na3ni  upon  that  motion;  but  thejr  were 

Mr.  STUART  demanded  tellers;  which  wert 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Stsveks,  of  Pennfylvaniai 
and  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  appointed. 

And  tlie  question  being  put,  it  was  decided 
the  affinnative — ayes  83,  noe«  65. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon- the  table,  and  the 
decision  or  the  Chair  was  sustained^ 
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B0UNT7  LAND  BILL. 

The  quMtion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  special  order  till  Monday  next. 

^lr.  CLINQMAN,  on  that  motion,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GENTRY.    If  the  motion  to  postpone 

Srerail,  will  this  business  come  up  again  on  Mon- 
ay  morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  a  special 
order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Do  I  understand 
the  Chair,  thai  the  business  will  come  up  on  Mon- 
day next  as  a  special  order? 

The  SPEAKER.    Tile  Chair  has  mo  decided. 

Mr.  JONES.  Will  it  not  be  in  order,  on  Mon- 
day next,  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  introduce  resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  decide  that 
question  when  it  comes  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  resulted — yeas  77,  nays  9^— as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Menara.  John  Appleton,  Ailie.  Averttt,  David 
J.  Bailey.  Bartlett,  Bowie,  Jobn  u.  Boyd,  Brooks,  Lewis 
D.  Canipbell,  Caikie,  Chandler,  Cbastain,  Clark,  Cotnnan, 
Cortis,  Daoiei,  Dean,  Disney,  Dockenr,  Doty.  Duncan, 
Durkce,  Eastman,  Edgerton/Tbomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Ham- 
ilton, Harper.  Samp«on  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Haws.  Haven, 
Hebard,  Hibhard,  Uorsford,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe, 
Thomati  Y.  How,  IxtgQnott,  Jackaon,  Jobn  J(dinson, 
Daniel  T.  JoiieM.  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preflton  King,  Kubns, 
Meachani.  Meade,  Murray.  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw, 
f  aajilee,  Penninian,  Rantoul,  RoMe,  Sackett,  Soboolcrafl, 
8chooumaker,  David  L.  Sevmour,  Orisen  B.  Beyniour, 
Skelton,  duuut.  Snow.  8tanly»  Beqjamm  Stanton,  Abra- 
ham P.  Stevens,  Thaddeus  BteveAi,  Straiton,  SuUienand, 
Benjamin  Thompson,  Oeoiye  W.  Thompson^Toombs, 
Townsliend,  WaUace,  Wasfabam,  Welch,  and  WUdrick— 
77. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen.  Allison,  William  Apple- 
ion,  Babcock,  Tliomas  H.  Bayly,  Bell,  Benneu,  Biiwell, 
Breckenridge,  Brenton,  Briggs,  Burrows,  Busby,  E.  Car- 
ringtnn  Cabell,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Thompson  Camp- 
bell, Oaruer,  Chapman,  Churchwell,  Cleveland,  Clingiaan, 
Cobb,  Conger,  George  T.  Davis,  John  G.  Davis,  Dunham, 
EdnmndiK>n,  Evans,  Ewing,  Faulkner,  Fickiin,  Fitch, 
f*lorence.  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gay  lord, 
tientrjr.  Giddings.  Goodenow,  Gnrmui,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall, 
Hascali,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Uuntar,  Andrew  Johnson, 
Jaines  Johnson,  G<M)rge  W.  Jones,  George  O.  Kinjr, 
Kuriz,  Landry,  Letcher,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Edward  C. 
Marshal],  Humphrey  Marshall.  Mason,  McDonald,  Mo- 
Lonahan,  McMulUn,  McNair^  MeCLneen,  Molony,  Henry 
D.  Moore,  John  Moore.  Momson,  Morpby,  Newton,  An- 
drew Parker.  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Pow- 
ell, Price.  Richardson,  Bobbins,  Savage,  Schermerhom, 
Smith,  Frederick  P.  Sumtnn,  Richard  IL  Sianton,  St. 
Martin,  Strother,  Stuait,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Walbridge, 
Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alex- 
ander White,  Williams,  and  Yates— 99. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  passage  of 
the  hilL 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  i  desire  to  ask,  if  it  will 
be  in  order  to  move  to  reconsider  the  rote  by 
which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  wUl  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  1  make  that  motion,  and 
1  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  submit  a 
single  remark,  in  order  to  explain  why  1  make  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  question  is 
not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  sub- 
mit bis  remarks,  except  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  object; 
and  move  to  la^  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  If  I  am  cut  off  from  giving 
ray  reasons,  I  will  not  submit  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMART.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
haTe  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  read  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMART.    I  hope  that  it  will  be  read.    I 
understand  that  ft  neutralites  entirely  the  effect  of 
the  fourth  section,  and  cut9  off  the  militia  and  vol- 
unteers  ordered  out  by  the  Governors. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Read  the  whole 
bi«l. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.    I  ask  if  this  is  not 

Ok\  e  same  bill  which  has  been  printed  in  the  Con- 

Ct  «9sional  Globe  ?    Gentlemen  can  refer  to  it  there. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CABELL.    Then  I  object  to  its  being  read. 

Mr.  JONGS.    I  think  we  have  a  right  to  de- 
'inand  that  the  bill  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  is  correct. 


The  bill  was  then  read  through,  as  heretofore 
published. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Is  the  question  now  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  that  the  bill  do  now 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  result 
was— yeas  100,  nays  84 — as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aiken,  Andrews,  John  Appleton,  Wil- 
liam Appleton,  A!«he,  Averett,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Bowne, 
Jobn  H.  Boyd,  Brig^  Brooks,  Buell,  Burrows,  Lewis  D. 
Camptwll,  Cartter,  Caskie.  Chandler,  Cbapmao,  Clark, 
Conger,  Curtis,  Daniel,  George  T.  Davis,  Dean,  Doty, 
Duncan.  Durkee,  Eastman,  Evans,  Fitob,  Fowler,  Thomas 
J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddings,  (/oodenow.  Grow.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hart,  Haws.  Hascali.  Haven,  Heoard,  Henn,  Ilibbard, 
Horsfbrd,  John  W.  Howe,  Hunter,  Ingertoll,  Iveaf  Jack- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones, 
George  G.  King.  Preston  King,  Kuhns,  McCorkle,  McDon- 
ald, McQueen.  Meade,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Murray,  Newton, 
Orr,  OuUaw,  Peaslee,  Pcnutmao,  Perkins,  Pbelps,  Price, 
Rantoul,  Robie,  Sackett,  Scbermerhorn.  Schoolcraft, 
Scboonmakcr,  Sonrry,  Davtd  L.  Seymour,  Origen  8.  Sey- 
mour, Skeltun,  Smart,  Smitli,  Snow,  Bei^amin  Stanton, 
Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Tbaddeus  Stevens,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Sutherland,  Benjamin  Tbompson,  Genrge  W.  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Toombs,  Townshend,  Walbridge,  Wallace, 
Washbom,  Wells,  and  Wildrick—lOO. 

NAYS—Meflsrs.  Abercrombie,  Willis  Allen,  Allison, 
Babcock.  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bell,  Bennen,  Biasell, 
Bowie,  Breckenridge,  Brenton,  Albert  G.  Brown.  Busby, 
E.  Carrington  CnbeU,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Thompson 
Campbell,  Cbastain,  Churchwell,  Cleveland,  CUngman, 
Cobb,  Cottman,  John  G.Davis,  Disney.  Dockery,  Dunham, 
Edgerton,  Edmundson,  Ewing,  Ficklui,  Florence,  Henry 
M. -Fuller,  Gamble,  GaylOrd,  Gentry,  Gilmore,  Gorman, 
Grey,  Hamilton,  Hendricks,  Houston.  Thomas  Y.  How, 
Andrew  Johnsoo,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Kurtz, 
Landry,  Lockhart.  Mace.  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mason, 
McLanabaii,  MMulltn,  McXair,  >lolony,  John  Moorel 
Morrison,  Murphy,  Nabers,  Olds,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel 
W.  Parker,  Penn,  Polk,  Powell,  Richardson.  Robbihs, 
Savage,  Btanly,  Frederick  P.  Stantrm,  Richard  II.  Stanton, 
St.  Martin.  Sut)ther,  Taylor,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watkins, 
Welch,  Addison  White,  Alexander  White,  Williams,  and 
YatM— 84. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken « and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  t)ie  table. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Upon  that  motion,  I  demand 
theyeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused. 

The  Question  wns  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsiaer  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  tlie  table. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  now  move  that  the  nUes  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the^ntleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  single  moment. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  M  ill  withdraw  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia. 

THE  COMMISSION  UNDER  THE  CON\"ENTION 

WITH  BRAZIL. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  bill 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  which  it  is  indispensable 
that  we  should  pass  immediately,  or  it  will  be  too 
late  to  have  any  ^fTeci.    I  ask  that  the  House  will 
indulge  me  for  a  single  moment.    I  think  I  can 
show  that  it  is  a  bill  against  which  there  can  be  no 
possible  objection. 
A  MftMBER.    What  is  your  bill? 
Mr.  BAYLY.    That  is  precisely  what  I  ^ant 
to  state.   [Lau^ier.]   Under  our  convention  with 
Brazil,  the  |;)enod  of  the  existence  of  tlie  Board 
for  adjudicating  American  claims  will  expire  this 
week.    In  consequence  of  th^conflicting  testimo- 
ny, over  the  wide  extent  of  Brazil ,*there  are  sdme 
of  the  claimants  who  have  not  been  able  to  perfect 
their  testimony.  The  whole  fund  is  not  distributed, 
I  and  the  commissioner's  salary  is  provided  for  four 
)  months  longer  than  the  penod  at  which  his  duties 
j  by  law  terminate.     The  President  recommends, 
!  and  the  commissioner  himself  says  it  is  but  jus- 
tice, that  this  period  should  be  extended,  and  that 
is  all  we  ask. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  ask  permission  to  say,  that 
there  is  already  an  appropriation  inade  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  American  commissioner  to  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Yes,  his  salary  is  already  pro- 
vided for;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  his 
time  shall  be  given  for  the  investigation  of  these 
cases.  If  it  is  not,  these  American  claimants  will 
be  the  losers,  and  the  Court  of  Brazil  are  the 
gamers. 


!!     Mr.  SCURRY.    WiU  not  the  consent  of  Bra- 
zil have  to  be  obtained  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    It  wiU  not. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  If  I  understand  the  gentie- 
man's  explanation,  if  we  do  not  pass  the  bdl,  we 
shall-  have  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  commissioner 
for  four  months  for  doing  nothing.  But  if  we  do 
pass  it,  we  shall  have  to  pav  nouiine  in  addition, 
and  the  commissioner  will  be  at  work  during  the 
four  months  in  the  performance  of  his  commission. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    That  is  its  effect. 

The  joint  resolution  extending  the  time  for  the 
continuance  of  the  commission  under  the  conven- 
tion with  Brazil,  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FLORENCEL  I  do  not  understand  the 
object  of  extending  the  time. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  It  is  because  the  time  is  limited, 
and  after  it  has  expired,  the  commissioner  cannot 
adiudicate  another  claim.  There  are  claimants 
who,  from  the  extent  of  country  over  which  they 
have  been  obliged  to  collect  their  testimony,  have 
not  been  able  to  complete  it  in  time. 

Mr.  F^LORENCE.  How  many  gentlemen  have 
presented  claims  which  have  not  been  adjudicated? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  There  are  a  few  more.  I  do 
not  know  t)ie  precise  number. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    Is  not  the  number  thirteen  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  How  many  have  been  pre- 
sented in  all? 

Mr.  BAYLY.     I  do  not  know  the  precise, 
number. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  am  told  that  these  claimants 
are  very  anxious  to  have  this  time  extended,  and 
I  hope  in  justice  to  them  it  will  be  done. 

Mr.FLORENCE.  I  merely  asked  the  questions 
for  information,  and  I  am  entirely  satisfied. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  will  inquire  if  there  are  not 
some  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  which  were  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
Friday,  and  w^hich  have  not  been  acted  upon  by 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  are  several. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Then  I  will  move  that  those 
bills  be  disposed  of  before  we  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  requires  no  motion;  they 
come  up  in  order,  the  gentleman  having  withdrawn 
hisprevious  motion. 

The  first  bill  in  order  was  Senate  bill  42,  bein^ 
a  bill  entitled,  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Chancy  and  others^"  upon  which  a  motion  was 
pending  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Chiims. 

The  question  was  taken ,  and  the  bill  was  so 
referred. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  97,  being 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McCormick,  assignee 
of  Robert  A.  Parker,  upon  which  a  motion  wrs 
pending  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afifairs. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Cornelius  Hughes,  of  Tennessee — the  question 
being,  >**  Shall  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?" 

The  bill  was  read  through,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  liine;  and  having  been 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  There  are 
some  three  or  four  bills  whit^h  have  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar.  They  have  been  fully  discussed, and  I 
hope  they  may  all  be  taken  up  and  passed  to- 
gether. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object. 

The  following  House  bills  coming  up  in  order, 
were  then  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  having  been  engrowed,  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

99.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Tribou. 

100.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamea  Wright,  jr. 

101.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kerbaugh. 
102-  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Icbabod  Weymouth. 
103.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mclntoah. 
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Mr.  JONES »  of  Tennessee.  Can  the  «peciRl 
order  be  postponed  without  unanimous  consent? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  thinks  so. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  took  two-thirds  to  make  the 
special  ord^r,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a  majority 
cannot  defeat  that  special  order  bjr  postponing  it. 
Tliere  is  another  special  order  coming  up  on  Tues- 
day, and  if  a  majority  are  disposed  to  ^et  clear  of 
that  special  order,  they  can,  by  postponing  it  from 
day  to  day,  defeat  tne  rule  which  required  two 
thirds  to  make  it  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  body  to  post- 
pone a  special  order  from  day  to  day,  by  the  vole 
of  a  majortt(r  of  the  House,  and  tnat  that  is  one 
Yorui  in  which  the  House  may  dispose  of  a  special 
order.  The  rule  is,  that  "when  a  question  is 
under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received  but  to 
adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  postpone  to  a  day  ecrttniif  to  commit  or 
amend,**  &c.  ^ 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  certainly  defeats 
the  object  in  \naking  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  cff  opinion  tliat 
the  bill  may  be  recommitted  or  postponed  to  a  day 
certain - 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call  the  attention  of.  the  Chair 
to  his  decision  made  onyesterday  about  this  very 
bill,  as  reported  in  the  Gflobe  of  to-day: 

*'Thc  8PSA.XCR.  That  would  be  tho  regular  order  of 
basiuets  fox  the  morning  hour,  but  fbr  the  fact  that  the  spo- 
ciai  order  reported  flroiu  the  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  On  the 
state  of  the  Union  upon  yestenlay,  become*  the  regular 
business,  from  day  to  day,  until  disponed  of.  Being  a  special 
order,  it  overrides  all  other  business." 

The  SPEAKER.  It  overrides  all  other  busi- 
ness, and  is  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  rules  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  it  takes  two-thirds  to 
postpone  it,  as  it  is  a  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  practice 
of  the  House  has  been  different,  and  that  a  ma- 
jority may  postpone,  from  day  to  day,  as  a  major- 
ity may  commit.  That  is  the  recollection  of  the 
Chair  respecting  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  raise  another  point  of  order,  and 
it  is  this:  that  Friday  being  set  apart  as  private 
bill  day,  by  a  special  rule  of  the  House,  that  spe- 
cial rule  overrides  the  special  order  of  the  House, 
and  that  it  is  in  order  to  move  to  take  up  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  special  order  certainly 
sets  aside  all  the  standing  rules — that  in  relation  to 
private  bill  day  as  well  as  the.others.  There  can  be 
no  question,  m  the  mind  of  the  Chair,  upon  that 
point;  and  the  Chair  therefore  overrules  the  point 
of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  then  a  special  order  sets  aside 
all  the  standing  rules  of  the  House,  how  can  it  be 
made  Without  one  day's  notice  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  suspended,  by 
a  vote  of  two  thirds,  all  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  made  this  a  special  order,  to  be  disposed  of 
under  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  it  must  afiect 
private  bills  as  well  as  otlier  business. 

Mr.  OLDS.  In  order  to  test  this  question,  1 
move  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calender. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  mo- 
tion to  be  out  of  orfler. 

Mr.  OLDS.  From  that  decision  I  take  an  ap> 
peal. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the 
table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were,  upon 
a  division — ayes  81,  noes  52* 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  tabic. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  special  order  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  must  appeal 
from  tKe  decision  of  the  Chair  that  it  is  in  order 
for  a  majority  to  {lostpone  from  day  to  day,  and 
thus  defeat  a  spei-ial  order  made  by  two  thirds  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  postpone 
the  bill  indefinitely  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  HALL.    Then  I  make  ihat  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  a  prior  motion, 
however,  and  the  Chair  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  the  rule  upon  the 
subject.     It  is  as  follows: 

*'■  \V*b«n  n  quf*stlon  i4  under  debate,  no  moUon  shall  be 
made  but  tu  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  previous 
queittlon.io  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  commit  or  amend, 


to  postpone  indefinitely ;  wliich  several  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  arranged.'' 

Tho  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain  roust,  therefore,  take 
precedence  of  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  As  a  point 
of  order,  1  suggest  whether  the  subject-matter  must 
not  be  under  discussion,  before  the  House,  before 
a  motion  to  postpoi^e  at  all — either  to  a  day  certain 
or  indefinitely — can  be  entertained.  If  the  subject- 
matter  be  before  the  House,  I  shall  mov^  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  tinnouiiced  that 
the  special  order  was  the  first  business  in  order, 
and  It  is  now  before  the  House  and  under  discus- 
sion. It  is  under  discussion,  according  to  the 
meaning  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  MA  RSH ALL.  Then  I  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which,  tui  I 
understand  it,  takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to 
postpone. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  Chair  be  correct  in  its 
decision  that  the  bill  may  be  postponed  to  a  day 
certain,  the  effect  of  the  previous  question  will  be 
to  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  upon  the  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  And  also  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  And  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  in  case  the  motion  to^^pone  is  disagreed 
to.  ^ 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  rule  gives  a  motion 
for  the  previous  question  precedence  over  a  motion 
to  postpone  to  a  day  certain;  and  under  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  must  take  precedency  of  the  motion 
to  postpone. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  It  not  only  takes 
precedence,  but,  if  I  understand  the  rule,  it  cuts 
off  the  motion  to  postpone.  Until  the  last  Con- 
gress the  previous  Question  cut  off  a  motion  to 
refer;  but  by  a  special  rule  it  was  provided  that  the 
previous  question  should  not  cut  off  a  pending 
motion  to  refer,  but  that  the  House  should  first 
vote  upon  the  motion  to  refer  an4  then  upon  the 
amendments,  and  everything  else  is  cut  oft  except 
the  motion  to  refer  and  the  amendments. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  That  is  clearly  right. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  turn  to  the  rule  upon  which  he  relies.' 

Mr.  JONES.  Rule  46  is  tne  one  that  prescribes 
the  order  of  motions.  The  50th  ruleprovides  that 
•*The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  form: 
*  Shall  tJie  main  question  be  now  put?*  It  shall 
only.be  admitted  when  demanded  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  present,  and  its  effects  shall  be 
to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit,  if  such 
motion  shaU  have  been  made;  and  if  this  motion 
does  not  prevail,  then  upon  amendments  reported 
by  a  committee,  if  any  ^  then  upon  pending  timend- 
ments,  and  then  upon  the  mam  question.** 

Now,  the  previous  question  cuts  off,  as  I  think, 
everything  except  what  is  specified  in  that  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  direcuoii  of  Uiis  whole 
matter  must  depend  upon  the  correctness  of  the 
decision  of  tlie  Chair,  that  this  bill  may  be  post- 
poned. If  the  Chair  is  right  in  supposmg  that  it 
may  be  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  the  Chair 
thinks  it  follows,  very  clearly,  that  the  previous 
question  will  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  upon  the 
postponement,  just  as  it  would  bring  the  House  to 
a  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  call  the  attention  of  tlie  Chair 
to  the  fact  that  the  50lh  rule  provides  that  a  mo- 
tion to  commit  shall  not  be  cut  ofT  by  the  previous 
question.  A  motion  to  commit  was  cut  oflf  by  the 
previous  question  until  the  adoption  of  this  rule  on 
the  .5th  of^Aunist,  1848. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  remember  what  has  been  the  practice 
of  the  House  with  reference  to  debate  upon  a 
proposition  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  ? 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.    It  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  upon 
a  proposition  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  and 
hence  it  is  not  enumerated  among  the  votes  that 
the  House  must  be  brought  to  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question.  The  Chair  is  very  cer- 
tain that  he  has  decided  this  question  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  would  suggest  to  the 
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Chair  (hat  this  whole  discussion  is  out  of  oi^er. 
The  previous  question  has  not  been  sustaiMd, 
and  until  it  is  sustained  the  House  cannot  decide 
upon  the  effect  of  that  motion.  I  submit  that  thia 
whole  discussion  is  premature,  and  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  remark, 
that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  geDtleinaD 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jomks]  does  not  involve 
the  one  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Marshall,]  or  the  operation  of  the  prevfoui 
question. 

The  Chair  decides  that  this  special  order  .mty 
be  postponed  to  a  day  certain.  The  geatlemao 
from  Tennessee  differs  with  the  Chair,  and  ap- 
peals from  this  decision,  and  the  question  before 
she  House  is  on  that  appeal. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  understand  die  genik> 
man  from  Tennessee  to  rely  upon  the  ground  that 
the  previous  question  would  cut  off  the  motion  to 
postpotie,  but  until  it  is  put  and  sustained,  the  ef- 
fect of  it  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  Chair  or 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  from  North 
Carolina  is  risrht  in  that. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  understand  the  point  it- 
cided  by  the  Chair  is,  that  this  special  order  may 
be  postponed  to  a  day  certain,  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  House.  That  is  the  point,  and  not  the  ef- 
fect, of  the  previotis  question,  as  supposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  If  that  be  co^ 
rect,  then  a  majority  of  the  House  can  undo  what 
two  thirds  have  done. 

Mr.  JONEIS.  At  the  time  I  took  the  appeil 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  the  gentleman  from 
Keritucky  had  not  moved  the  previous  queatioo. 
I  will  now  withdraw  my  appeal,  and  if  the  pr^ 
vious  question- is  sustained t  and  the  Chair  tiieo 
decides  that  the  motion  to  postpone  takes  prec^ 
dence  of  the  main  question,  I  shall  renew  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  then  movti 
theprevious  question. 

Tne  previous  Question  received  a  second,  on  i 
division — ayes  84,  noes  60— and  the  main  question 
was  orderea  to  be  now  put. 

Several  Memberi.  What  is  the  eiGsctof  the. 
previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
effect  of  the  previous  question  is  to  bAng  the  Houm 
first  to  a  vote  upon  the  motion  to  pos^ne  till 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  J0NE8.  From  that  decision  I  appeal,  and 
I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  46th  and  50th  mlei,  to- 
gether with  the  note  to  the  50th  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rules,  as  follow: 

46.  **  When  «  nuestlon  i«  under  debate,  no  moiioo  iteU 
tie  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  tabli^  for  the  pn- 
vious  question,  to  poaipone  to  a  day  certain,  to  coobU  m 
amend,  to  postpone  indefinitely ;  which  several  motiow 
•hall  have  precedence  in  the  Order  in  which  they  are  u- 
ranged." 

50.  *<  The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  fbnn :  <  Stall 
the  main  question  be  now  put?*  ft  shall  only  be  admiltMl 
when  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present;  vi 
its  etkct  shall  be  to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  brinff  tte 
House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  a  motion  to  commit,  if  m^ 
motion  riiall  have  been  made;  and  if  this  motion  does  pot 
prevaH,  then  upon  amendments  reported  by  a  comaiineeitf 
any,  then  upon  pending  anwndmenui,  and  then  npoo  im 
main  question." 

Note  to  the  50th  rule: 

"  The  previous  question  was  recoipi»ed  in  die  rales  «>- 
tablisbed  April  7,  1789,  and  coold  be  demanded  bjr  in 
members,  (the  parliamentary  law  places  it  in  tbe  power  o* 
two  members — one  to  move,  the  other  to  second.)  Ontw 
a3d  December,  1811,  it  was  placed  on  a  Rx»tin|  with  Ibc 
yeas  and  nays— thai  is,  at  the  command  of  enc  Mh  <tf  w 
memben  present.  It  remained  so  until  the  a4th  rebrasrr^ 
1812,  when  the  rule  was  changed  to  its  present  fimo  m  > 
major Uy.  A  ccordl  ng  to  former  {Hiunice,  the  prcTioos  qw* 
tion  brought  the  House  to  a  direct  ^fote  •n  die  smJs  qa» 
tion^Uiat  is,  to  airree  to  the  main  provasUi^n,  lo  Uie  cxdo- 
sion  of  all  amendments  and  incideutal  motions ;  bat  ob  me 
Hth  January,  J  8  JO,  it  was  clianged  lo  its  present  form— fiw* 
to  embrace  ptitding  amendments,  and  then  the  main  ptoff^ 
sition." 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  die 
appeal  upon  the  tahle. 

Mr.  CAMPBELIj,  of  Illinois,  demanded  iht 
yeas  and  nays  upon  that  motion;  but  they  were 
refused. 

Mr.  STUART  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Stktcki,  of  Pennsylrw^i 
and  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  appointed.  . 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  u» 
the  affirnuitive — ayes  83,  noes  65. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon^the  table,  and  the 
decision  or  the  Chair  vas  sustained. 
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The  quMtion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
poetpone  the  special  order  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CLINOMAN,  on  that  motion,  dememded 
the  veas  and  nave;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  If  the  motion  to  postpone 
prevail,  will  this  business  come  up  again  on  Mon- 
day morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  come  up  as  a  special 
order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Do  I  understand 
the  Chair,  thai  the  business  will  come  up  on  Mon- 
day next  as  a  special  order? 

The  SPEAICER.    Tile  Chair  has  so  decided. 

Mr.  JONES.  Will  it  not  be  in  order,  on  Mon- 
day next,  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  introduce  resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wUl  decide  that 
question  when  it  comes  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  resulted — yeas  77,  nays  9^— as  fol- 
lows: 

Y£AS— Menara.  John  Appleton,  AtUe.  Averett,  I>avid 
J.  Bailey.  BarUett,  Bowie,  John  u.  Bovd,  Brnoks,  Lewis 
D.  Caoippell,  Cstkie,  Cbandler,  Cbastsin,  Clark, Cotnnan, 
Cortiif,  Daniel,  Dead,  Disney,  Dockenr,  Dotyt  Duncan, 
Durkce,  £astman,  fidferton/Tboroas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Ham- 
ilton, Harper.  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Hawt.  Haven, 
Hebard,  Hibnard,  Hertford,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe, 
Tbotua^  Y.  How,  IngerwII,  Jackeon,  John  J(din«on, 
Daniel  T.  Jonc:i.  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston  Kmg,  Kubns, 
Meacbam.  Meade,  Murray.  Nabers,  Oldf>,  Orr,  Outiaw, 
Peaniec,  Penniman,  Rantoul,  RuMe,  Sacketi,  Scbookrrafl, 
Bchoonmaker,  David  L.  Bevmour,  Orisen  0.  Seyntour, 
dkeltnn,  Smart,  Snow,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Abra- 
bam  P.  Stevenn,  Thaddeus  Sieved,  Stratton,  SuUiefland, 
Benjamin  Thompson,  Oeone  W.  Thompaon^Toombs, 
Towitaliend,  Wallace,  Wasfabora,  Welch,  and  WUdrick^ 

n. 

NAYS— Mesvrs.  Willis  AUen.  AUison,  William  Apple- 
ton,  Babcock,  Thomas  U.  Bayly,  Bell,  Benneu,  Bl«sell, 
Breckenridgc,  Brenton,  Brifgs,  Burrows,  Busby,  E.  Car- 
rington  Cabell,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Thompson  Camp- 
bell, Caruer,  Chapman,  Churchwell,  Cleveland,  Clinfioan, 
Col>b,  Conger,  Oeorfe  T.  Davis,  John  6.  Davis,  Dunham, 
Edniundson.  Gvans,  Ewiuc,  Faulkner,   Ficklin,  Fitch, 
Florence,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord, 
Gentry,  Giddings.  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Grey,  Grow,' Hall, 
Ha«call,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Hunter,  Andrew  Jobnson, 
James  Jobnson,  G<H)rge    W.    Jones,   George  G.    Kinjr, 
Kurtz,  Landry,  Letcher,  Lockliart,  Mace,  Edward  C. 
Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall.  Mason,  McDonald,  Mo- 
LAxtahan,  McMuHin,  McNair,  MeQneen,  Molony,  Henry 
n.  Moore.  John  Moore.  Morrison,  Morpby,  Newton,  An- 
drew Parker.  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Perkins,  Pbelps,  Pow- 
ell, Price.  Richardson,  Bobbins,  Savage,  Schermerhom, 
i^mitfa,   Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  St. 
Martin,  Strolher,  Stuait,  Taylor,  Thurston,  Walbrtdge, 
Walsh.   Ward,   WaUtias,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alex- 
ander White,  Williami},  and  Yate»— 99. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  passage  of 
the  bilL 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
riays;  which  were  ordered. 

Air.  CHASTAIN.  (  desire  to  ask,  if  it  will 
be  in  order  to  move  to  reconsider  the  rote  by 
which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  wUI  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  make  that  motion,  and 
1  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  submit  a 
single  remark,  in  order  to  explain  why  1  make  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  That  question  is 
not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  sub- 
mit his  remarks,  except  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  1  object; 
and  move  to  ia^  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  If  I  am  cut  off  fW>m  giving 
my  reasons,  I  will  not  submit  the  motion. 

Mr.  SMART.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
have  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  read  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  read.  I 
understand  that  it  neutralises  entirely  the  effect  of 
the  fourth  section,  and  cuts  off  the  militia  and  vol- 
unteers ordered  out  by  the  Governors. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    Read  the  whole 

bin. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  ask  if  this  is  not 
the  same  bill  which  has  been  printed  in  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  ?    Gentlemen  can  refer  to  it  there. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CABELL.    Then  I  object  to  its  beingread. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  think  we  have  a  nght  to  de- 
'ViXand  that  the  bill  be  read. 

The  Sf»EAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
(^  ^man  from  Tennessee  is  correct. 
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The  bill  was  then  read  through,  as  heretofore 
published. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Is  the  question  now  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  that  the  bill  do  now 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  I  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  result 
was— yeas  100,  nays  84— as  follows: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Aiken,  Andrews,  John  Appleton,  Wil- 
liam Appleton,  A^he,  Averett,  Bartlett,  Beaie,  Bowne, 
John  H.  Boyd,  Brigjs,  Brooks,  Bnell,  Burrows,  Lewis  D. 
CampbfBll,  Cartter,  Caskie.  Chandler,  Chapman,  Clark, 
Congel^,  Curtis,  Daniel,  Oeorfe  T.  Davis,  Dean,  Doty, 
Dtincan.  Durkee,  Eastman,  Evans,  Fitoh,  Fowler,  Thomas 
J.  D.  ruller,  Giddings,  tioodenow.  Grow,  Ilall,  Harper, 
Hart,  Haws,  llascair.  Haven,  Hebard,  Henn,  llibbard, 
Horsfbrd,  John  W.  Howe,  Hunter.  Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jack- 
son, Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones, 
Georae  6.  King.  Preston  King,  Kuhns,  McCorkle,  McDon-  < ! 
aid,  5f cQueen,  Meade,  Henry  D.  Moore.  Murray,  Newton, 
Orr,  OuUaw,  Peaslee,  Penutmau,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Price, 
Rantoul,  Robie,  Sacken,  Schermerhorn.  t^cbnolcraft, 
Bcboonmakcr,  Seurry,  Davtd  L.  Beymour,  Origen  8.  Sey- 
mour, Skeltun,  Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  Bei^amln  Stajium, 
Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Stratton,  Stuart, 
Sutherland,  Benjamin  Thompson.  Oeorse  W.  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Toombs,  Townshend,  Walbridge,  Wallace, 
Washbom,  Wells,  and  Wildrick~100. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Willis  Allen,  Allison, 
Babcock,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bell.  Bennen,  Bissell, 
Bowie,  Brockenridge,  Brenton,  Albert  0.  Brown.  Busby, 
E.  Carrington  CnbeU,  Joseph  Cable,  Caldwell,  Thompson 
Campbell,  Cbastain,  Churchwell,  Cleveland,  Clingman, 
Cobb,  Cottman,  John  G.  Davis,  Disney,  Dockery,  Dunham, 
Edgerton,  Edmundson.  Ewing,  Ficklin,  Florence,  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Gllmore,  Gorman, 
Grey,  Hamilton,  Hendricks,  Houston.  Thomas  Y.  How, 
Andrew  Johnaon,  James  Jobnson,  John  Jobnson,  Kurtz, 
Landry,  Lockhart.  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mason, 
McLanabaii,  MMullin,  McN'air,  >lolony,  John  Moore. 
Morrison,  Murphy,  Nabers,  Olds,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel 
W.  Parker,  Penn,  Polk,  Powell,  Richardson.  Robbihs, 
Savage,  Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanttm,  Richard  II.  Stanton, 
St.  MarUn.  8ut)ther,  Taylor,  Walsh,  Ward,  Watklns, 
Welch,  Addison  White,  Alexander  White,  Williams,  and 
Yatea— 84. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken «  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  tlie  table. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Upon  that  motion,  I  demand 
theyeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  now  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  the^ntleman 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  single  moment. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  Mill  withdraw  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia. 

THE  COMMISSION  UNDER  THE  CON\'ENTION 

WITH  BRAZIL. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  bill 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  which  it  is  indispensable 
that  we  should  pass  immediately,  or  it  will  be  too 
late  to  have  any  effect.  I  ask  that  the  House  will 
indulge  me  for  a  single  moment.  I  think  I  can 
show  that  it  is  a  bill  against  which  there  can  be  no 
possible  objection. 

A  Mkmber.    What  is  your  bill? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  That  is  precisely  what  I  ^ant 
to  state.  [Lau^ter.]  Under  our  conven^on  with 
Brazil,  the  period  of  the  existence  of  tlie  Board 
for  adjudicating  American  claims  will  expire  this 
week.  In  consequence  of  th^confliciing  testimo- 
ny, over  the  wide  extent  of  Brazil, 'there  arc  s6me 
of  the  claimants  who  have  not  been  able  to  perfect 
their  testimony .  The  whole  fund  is  not  distributed, 
and  the  commissioner's  salary  is  provided  for  four 
months  longer  than  the  period  at  which  his  duties 
by  law  terminate.  The  President  recommends, 
and  the  commissioner  himself  says  it  is  but  jus- 
tice, that  this  period  should  be  extended,  and  that 
is  all  we  ask. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  ask  permission  to  say,  that 
there  is  already  an  appropriation  made  to  pay  the 
salary  ol  the  American  commissioner  to  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Yes,  his  salary  is  already  pro- 
Ttded  for;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  his 
time  shall  be  given  for  the  investigation  of  these 
cases.  If  it  is  not,  these  American  claimants  will 
be  the  losers,  and  the  Court  of  Brazil  are  the 
gamers. 


Mr.  SCURRY.  Will  not  the  consent  of  Bra- 
zil have  to  be  obtained  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    It  wiU  not. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  If  I  understand  the  gentie- 
man's  explanation,  if  we  do  not  pass  the  bill,  we 
shall  have  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  commissioner 
for  four  months  for  doing  nothing.  But  if  we  do 
pass  it,  we  shall  have  to  pav  nouiine  in  addition, 
and  the  commissioner  will  be  at  work  duriog  the 
four  months  in  the  performance  of  his  commission. 

Mr.  BAYLY.    That  is  its  effect. 

The  joint  resolution  extending  the  time  for  the 
continuance  of  the  commission  under  the  conven- 
tion with  Brazil,  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  do  not  understand  the 
object  of  extending  the  time. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  1 1  is  because  the  time  is  limited , 
and  afler  it  has  expired,  the  commissioner  cannot 
adjudicate  another  claim.  There  are  claimants 
who,  from  tlie  extent  of  country  over  which  they 
hav£  been  obliged  to  collect  their  teslimony,  have 
not  been  able  to  complete  it  in  time. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  How  many  gentlemen  have 
presented  claims  which  have  not  been  adjudicated? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  There  are  a  few  more.  I  do 
not  know  the  precise  number. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.    Is  not  the  number  thirteen  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.    I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  How  many  have  been  pre- 
sented in  all? 

Mr.  BAYLY.     I  do  not  know  the  precise^ 
number. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  am  told  that  these  daimantu 
are  very  anxious  to  have  this  time  extended,  and 
I  hope  in  justice  to  them  it  will  be  done. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  merely  asked  the  questions 
for  information,  and  I  am  entirely  satisfied. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  n  third  time;  and  having  been  engrossed,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  I  will  inquire  if  there  are  not 
some  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  which  were  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
Friday,  and  which  have  not  been  acted  upon  by 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  are  several. 

Mr.  BOWIE.  Then  I  will  move  that  those 
bills  be  disposed  of  before  we  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  requires  no  motion;  they 
come  up  in  order,  thegentleman  having  withdrawn 
hisprevious  motion. 

The  first  bill  in  order  was  Senate  bill  42,  bein^ 
a  bill  entitled,  *' An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Chancy  and  others ;"  upon  which  a  motion  was 
pending  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

The  question  was  Uiken ,  and  the  biN  was  so  ' 
referred. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  House  bill  97,  being 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McCormick,  assignee 
of  Robert  A.  Parker,  upon  which  a  motion  wrs 
pending  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  reUef 
of  Cornelius  Hughes,  of  Tennessee — the  question 
being,  ***  Shall  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time 
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The  bill  was  read  through,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  having  been 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  There  are 
some  three  or  four  bills  which  have  been  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar.  They  have  been  fully  discussed, and  I 
hope  they  may  all  be  taken  up  and  passed  to- 
gether. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  onan- 
imous  consent. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  object. 

The  following  House  bills  coming  up  in  order, 
were  then  severally  ordered  to  be  engit>S8ed  and 
read  a  third  lime;  and  having  been  engrowed,  were 
read  the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

99.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Tribou. 

100.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wright,  jr. 

101.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kerbaugh. 

102.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Icbabod  Weymouth. 

103.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mclntoah. 
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135.  A  billfortherelief  of  Charles  S.  Mathews, 
Charles  Wood,  and  James  Hall. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  FOR  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL,  by  ananimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  entitled,  **  A  bill  granting  public 
lands  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  permanent  and  efficient 
system  of  common  schools;*'  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  C.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  t6 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  QENTRY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  will  see  t£e  propriety  of 
withdrawing  his  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands.  The  bill  relates  to  the  pub- 
lic domain  generally — to  all  the  States  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  having  charge 
of  the  interests  of  the  Union  generally,  it  seems  to 
roe  that  such  committee  is  obviously  the  proper 
one  to  which  it  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  not.  The  CommiUee  on 
Public  Lands  have  that  subject  now  before  them. 

The  question  being  first  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Churchwbll,  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  < 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB,  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, entered  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

SUNBURT  AND  ERIE  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  entitled,  **  A  bill  granting  public  lands  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  aid  m  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  in  Penn- 
sylvania;" which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  C.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  GAYLORD.  I  move  that  the  bill  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Gatlobd,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Chandler — 

Mr.  HART  moved  to  amend  that  motion,  by 
substituting  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  for 
the  Committee  on  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thequestion  upon  referring 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole  upon  the  state  of 
the  Union  must  first  be  put,  under  the  operation 
of  the  positive  rules  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion,  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  object;  and  insist  upon  the 
motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  upon  the  Private  Cal- 
endar. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  hope  the  ^ntleman  from 
North  Carolina  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a 
moment,  and  allow  me  to  present  a  memorial  from 
the  workmen  who  have  oeen  engaged  upon  the 
Capitol. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  It  e^  be  presented  under  the 
rules. 

Mr.  WALSH.  They  want  their  statement  to 
be  heard. 

Mr.  GENTRY.    Hear  the  workmen. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Ifgentlemen  will  hear  the  state- 
ment, they  will  grant  relief,  I  have  no  doubt;  and 
I  hope  it  may  be  received  and  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  insists  upon  his  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  unon  the  Private  Calendar. 

The  question  was  tnen  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  DAinBL,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon  the  Private 
Calendar,  (Mr.  Chawdlbr  in  the  chair.) 

GENERAL  JAMES  C.  WATSON. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    The  first  bUl  in  order  for 
consideration  is  House  bill  No.  136,  being  a  bill 


for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  (General 
James  C.  Watson,  late  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  There  is  a  standing  objection 
to  that  bill,  and  it  must  go  over,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  under  the  dOth  rule  of  the  House,  which 
provides  that  on  the  first  and  fourth  Friday  of 
each  month  the  calendar  of  private  bills  shall  be 
called  over,  and  the  bills  to  the  ]>as8afi;e  of  which 
no  objection  shall  then  be  made,  shall  be  first  con- 
sidered and  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  go  over  under  the 
rules. 

The  following  bills  on  the  Calendar,  cominr  up 
in  their  order  for  consideration,  were  objected  to, 
as  indicated  below,  and  lie  over  under  the  rule: 

House  bill  No.  137,  beinfi^  **A  biU  for  the  relief 
of  Osbom  Cross,  of  the  United  States  Army," 
which  provides  that  he  shall  be  credited,  in  his 
account  with  the  Government,  the  amount  of 
certain  Treasury  notes,  which  were  stolen  from 
him  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  the  year  1843. 
[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mace.] 

Senate  bill  No.  67,  being  **Anact  granting  relief 
to  John  A.  MoGaw,  of  New  York;**  by  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  pay  him 
the  sum  of  |1,400,  being  the  amount  due  him  for 
demurrage  of  the  ship  Chariotte,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  uie  United  States.  [Objected  to  by  Mr. 
Marshall,  of  Kentucky.] 

House  bill  No.  147,  being  <<  A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the '  Monroe  Railroad  Company  and  their  se- 
curities;" which  provides  that  the  petitioners  be 
relieved  from  three  duty  bonds,  amountin^^  to 
f7,205  14,  given  as;securities  for  the  laying  down 
certain  railroad  iron,  imported  at  Savannah,  in  the 
year  1841.    [Objected  to  by  Mr.SACKCTT.] 

House  bill  No.  149,  being  **  A%ill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant  Bartlett  Hinds;*'  by. 
which  it  is  provided  that  they  shall  receive  five 
years'  full  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  as  commutation 
under  the  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
[Objected  to  by  Mr.  Atbrett.] 

The  following  bills,  coming  up  in  th^ir  order, 
were  considered;  and  no  objection  being  made, 
thev  were  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass: 

House  bill  No.  139,  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  brig  ''America." 

HousebUl  No.  140,a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  William 
S.  Payne;  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry is  authorized  and  directed  to  refund  to  him  the 
sum  of  A50,  bein^  the  amount  of  fine  imposed 
upon  ana  paid  by  him  for  neglecting  to  renew  the 
license  of  a  vessel. 

House  bill  No.  143,  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
a  register  to  the  ship  «  Kossuth." 

Senate  bill  No.  88,  entitled,  <'  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rufus  Dwinel;  by  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to  pay 
hhn  the  sum  of  |13,037  72,  with  interest  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1837,  for  damages  sustained  by 
him  on  account  of  a  chan^  in  the  terms  of  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  United  States  mails .9 

House  bill  No.  148,  for  the  relief  of  Andrew 
Smith;  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
authorized  to  pay  him  the  suifk  of  jj^lOO,  in  satis- 
faction of  two  Treasury  notes,  specially  indorsed 
to  his  order,  but  which  were  lost  in  tneir  trans- 
mission through  the  mail,  and  subsequently  paid 
to  other  persons,  on  a  forged  indorsement  or  his 
name. 

The  next  bill  that  came  up  in  order  for  consid- 
eration, was  House  bill  No.  150,  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Nelson,  providing  that  he  itiay,  by  way  of 
exchange,  ^nvey  certain  lands  in  Missouri  to 
the  United  States,  and  be  permitted  to  enter  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  bill  havine  been  read  through, 

Mr.  SCURRY  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordej-ed,  and  Messrs.  Inobrioll  and  Staktow,  of 
Tennessee,  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  52,  noes  39.    No  quorum  voting. 

[Cries of  "  Call  the  roll!"  ««  dall  the  roll!'*] 

Mr.  FOWLEIR.  Less  than  a  quorum  can  or- 
der the  committee  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  does  not  require  a  ma- 
jority to  rise. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  had  had  under  consideration  various 
.bills  on  the  Private  Calendar,  and  had  instructed 


him  to  report  to  the  House  the  bills  of  theHouae 
Nos.  139,  140, 142,  and  148,  and  Senate  biO  No. 
88,  with  a  recommendation  thatlhey  do  past. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  proceed  to  pass  upon  the  bilb  in  grosi? 

Mr.  FIuKLIN.    Let  them  be  acted  upon  tin* 

Mr.APPLETON,ofMaine.  Imovethatwheo 
the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE  called  for  the  yets  and 
nays  upon  thAt  motion;  but  they  were  not  o^ 
dered. 

The  ouestion  was  then  taken,  and  there  wen, 
upon  a  division — ayes  93,  noes  48. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Honse  to  offer  a  resolatioQ 
asking  for  information. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Retolvedj  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
cate  to  this  House  what  inqalry  and  report  has  bcretoftrc 
been  ofllcially  nwde  upon  the  propciely  of  estaMiihin|KM 
safe  depots  fm  the  preacrvatKm  of  the  gnnpowder  of  tkt 
United  Sutee,  and  whether  the  estaUiihinent  of  depMfa 
this  purpose  U  required  for  the  public  iervice. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  objected,  and  the  resolution  wis 
not  introduced. 

Mr.  WILDRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ed- 
rolled  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  "i 
resolution  to  extend  the  time  of  the  commiaiioo 
under  the  Convention  with  Brazil;"  wbieh  then 
received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  by  unaninums 
consent,  presented  three  several  resoiutioot  of  tk 
L^islature  of  Louisiana;  which  were  referred  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  viz: 

Resolutions  asking  that  a  naval  dep6t  and  ntrj- 
yard  be  established  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  con- 
struction and  repairing  of  United  States  vesaeb; 

Resolutions  asking  that  a  post  office  be  estab- 
lished on  Qrand  River,  on  the  mail  route  betveca 
Donaldsonville  and  Opelousas;  and 

Resolutions  asking  a  donation  of  the  military 
reserve  at  Fort  Jesup,  for  a  seminary  of  IcanuBS. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  move  that  the  Houae  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Howt 
upon  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  Will  the  gentleoan 
from  South  Carolina  TMr*  Orr]  allow  me  firatto 
introduce  a  set  of  resolutions  from  the  Legialatoit 
of  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  OkR.    I  must  uisist  upon  my  motioo. 

Mr.  HEBARD  called  for  tellers  on  titt  motioo 
to  adjourn;  which  were  ordered,  and  Mesin- 
Chandler  and  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  appoiot* 
ed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tdknJt- 
ported — ayes  59,  noes  50. 

So  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  on  Moodif 
next  at  twelve  o'clock,  m. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  foUowinf  petitioot,  roemoriala,  kc,  were  prMcH^ 
nnder  the  mle,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  ooaMtiflic- 

By  Mr.  McLANAH  AN :  RasoloUont  fhMO  ^j^ 
lature  of  Pennejivania,  Instmctinc  the  Bmuoi*  aaa  r^ 
queecias the BepreMntivet  tkom  that  State lo rmt ft*** 
construction  of  a  ahip-canal  arouod  the  FalU  of  tlM  Sm 
Bte.  Marie.  ,_ 

Also,  a  memorial  ftom  citUeas  of  Peiiiu]rlTaola,  re0«- 
■trating  atainA  the  renewal  of  the  pat&t granted  t^^s^ 
and  Zebulon  Parker  (braUefedimprovemeuts  in  mmtf* 
reaction water-viiieela.  .  _. 

By  Mr.  MILLER :  The  meroorfal  of  GattaYm  A.  nr- 
sons,  of  Missouri,  praying  compensation  fbr  '^^^J^ 
dered  in  raising  and  organising  volunteen  Ibr  die  MeiK» 
war.  ^^ 

Also,  the  petition  of  sondfj  citisensof  Mi«»an.P«»J»i 
tor  a  mail  route  ftom  Tully  to  MonticeOo JtfiMovi 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Penoqrltaola:  The  "e***** 
George  W.  Patton  and  91  others,  cilisens  of  UasliBCio" 
county.  Pennsylvania,  praying  toe  astabhstaiest  «  •■ 
Agricultural  Bureau  by  Congress.  ,  „  _^^^^ 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  M.  Kinkead  aad  »  "JS 
dtisens  of  Blair  county,  Penneylvania,  prayiaf  w  ""»■ 
lisbment  of  an  Agricultaral  Bureau  by  CoogrsM*  . 

By  Mr.  PEA8LEB:  The  petitioa  of  MaiyCh»5«»» 
others,  widows  of  husbands  who  senred  in  dwrrw*"**^ 
aiy  war,  praying  ttie  ejctenslon  of  the  P«**?*  "^L— -v 

By  Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio :  A  memorial  »«•  f^fJri- 
Carroll  county,  Ohio,  stating  diat  the  meehMlcai  wa^^,^^ 
cultural  interesu  of  the  country  fcel  ^j^lrf^L^ 
alarming  increase  of  the  ezpensesof  the  "•■•'•IJ'Ji^ 
traUon,  and  that  estimates  should  be  caBed  »r«wsi«»" 

the  eipenses  to  195,000,000  aonually.      ^  ^        .  ^^,_ 

ByMr.  BRENTON:  The  oetitions  of|s»e"  y^^ 

M.  H.  Marshall,'Jobn  Marshall,  James  H- ^'•■■Ji^Sbia. 

Uam  Ruasey,  aMistsot  msnksis  is  itm  Qmm  tf  W"^ 
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asking  addittonal  compeivMtion  for  taking  the  Seventh  Cen- 
sus. 

By  Mr.  BITRUOWS :  The  memorial  of  Edward  WUber 
and  900  others,  citiatens  of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extenifion  of  Wood  worth's  patent 
for  a  planingmachine. 

By  Mr.  BELL  :  The  petition  of  B.  S.  Nichols  and  J.  p. 
Cnunbau^h,  deputy  marshals  of  Greene  county,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing additional  compensation  for  taking  the  census  in  said 
county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Curry 'and  Jonathan  Davi- 
son, deputy  marahals  of  Preble  county,  Ohio,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation  for  taking  the  census  of  said  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  44  citizens  of  the  town  of  Dallas  and 
Ticioity,  in  the  county  of  Dfuke,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  es- 
tabUshment  of  a  post  route  from  Greenville,  in  Darke  coun- 
ty, via  Dallas  and  St.  Henry,  to  Celina,in  the  county  of 
Mercer. 

By  Mr.  SCHERMBRDORN:  The  remonstrance  of  130 
eitixens  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  New  York,  against  the 
Airtber  extension  of  the  Waodwoith  patent. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memorial  of  Rushy,  Ashbur- 
cer  &  Son,0.  J.  Mason,  and  numerous  other  sitixens  of 
Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  renewal  of  the  patent  for  Wood- 
worthH  planing  machine. 

Also,  m^  memorial  of  L.  D.  Conard  and  numerous  other 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  prot^ng  against  the  renewal  of 
the  patent  for  Wood  worth's  planing  machine. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
relatiTe  to  a  ship-canal  around  ue  Falls  of  the  Sault  Ste. 
Marie. 

By  Mr.  HBNN :  The  petition  of  Xoseph  Brobet  and  66 
otherSj  askinc  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Burlinaton  t9  the  Missouri  river. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Hosea  B.  Horn  and  John  J.  Sel- 
man,  asking  a  gram  of  land  on  Bear  river,  in  Utah  Terri- 
tory, forlhe  purpose  of  forming  a  settlement  and  protecting 
emigrantB  to  Canfomia  and  Oregon. 

By  Mr.  COTTMAN :  The  petition  of  Cathell  Humphreys, 
WUtiatn  Frmny.  George  Todd,  and  others,  praying  Con- 
greas  tA  provide  for  the  removal  of  a  wreck  from  the  chan- 
nel leading  inta  Hooper's  Straits,  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Dix,  Travers  Daniel,  James 
Phabos,  Levin  Ballard,  and  110  others,  praying  Congress  to 
pass  an  act  to  estaMish  a  port  of  entry  for  licensing  veaads, 
at  Deal's  Island,  in  Somerset  county,  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  The  petition  of  Bennet  B.  Davis,  as- 
■ialant  marshal  of  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  asking  ad- 
ditfonal  eoinpens ation  for  services  in  taking  the  censusi 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS :  Reaolutiona  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  instructii^[  their  Senators  and 
requs^ng  their  Representatives  to  vote  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  aroimd  the  Falls  of 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  A  memorial  of  Montgomery  h, 
NeaU,  Thomas  Robb,  Edward  Hevsham,  Thomas  Mander- 
field,  Edward  W.  Cavenaugh,  and  others,  residents  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards,  he. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Alexander  Fillott,  John  R.  Finley, 
Maurice  Riatt,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  extending  the  Wood- 
WOTth  patent  for  planing  boards,  li,c. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Rowley  W.  Pegjey,  Thomas  Moore, 
Andrew  Boswell,  AUan  McCoUln,  and  others,  citheena  of 
ttie  countv  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  ptaiiing  boards,  8ic.    • 

B^  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  Resolutions  of  the 
Legt^ature  of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  a  ship-e|mal  around 
the  Falls  of  the  Sault  Strt.  Marie.   ■ 


IN  SENATE. 

SATimDAT,  February  38,  1852. 

-Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butlkr. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Milton,  in  the  county  of 
Wayne,  and  State  of  Indiana,  recommending  the 
passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  providing  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  Indian  territory  lying  southwest- 
wardly  of  the  Missouri  river,  ana  for  defining  the 
boundaries  of  the  Territory  of  Nebi^ka;  also, 
making  provisions  for  the  removal  of  certain  tribes 
of  Indians  froiki  said  Territory  of  Nebraska,  and 
for  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands  lying  therein 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  convened 
in  the  town  of  Aurora,  county  of  Dearborn,  and 
State  of  Indiana,  on  the  16tn  day  of  January, 
1852,  recommending  a  reform  in  tKe  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  ofthe  United  States;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  f  n  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Le^alature  o(  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  publi- 
cation by  Congress  of  a  compenditun  of  the  first 
and  everv  suMequent  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  with  such  statis- 
tical, a^cidtural,  and  other  information  as  can 
be  obtained,  arranged  under  the  heads  exhibited 
in  the  returns  of  the  last  census;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
lix  citizens  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  the  further 


extension  of  Woodworth 's  patent  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Brinton  Paine  to  a  pension;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Westchester  county.  New  York,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  W.  W.  Woodworth *s  patent  for  a 
planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  O0ice. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  an 
extension  ofthe  patent  granted  to  W.  W.  Wood- 
worth  for  a  planing  machine;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  five  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  the  renewal  oC  the  patent 
granted  to  Austm  and  2^bulon  Parker,  for  im- 
provements in  the  water-wheel;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Alleghany 
county,  in  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  praying:  for 
the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  around  the  Falls  of 
the  St.  Mary's  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  yJAMES  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
agtinst  an  extension  of  the  patent  granted  to  W\ 
W.  Woodworth  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  and  \eaJ  rep- 
resentatives of  William  Jpnes,  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  compensation  for  his  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  inhabitants  of  Wisconsin,  praying  that 
the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mails  on 
the  Sabbath  day,  may  be  prohibited  by  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  th^  petition  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Meade,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy, 
E raying  to  be  allowed  certain  expenses  to  which 
e  was  subjected  during  the  time  he  was  compelled 
to  remain  on  shore  at  San  Francisco,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  officer  commanding 
tne  squadron  in  the  Pacific  to  permit  him  to  take 
the  command  of  a  vessel  on  that  station,  to  which 
he  had  been  ordered  by  the  Department  at  Wash- 
ington; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afifairs. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
State  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Bur- 
lington to  the  Missouri  river;  which  was  referred 
to'the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Qalland,  praying 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  examine 
and  settle  claims  to  lands  in  the  Sax  and  Fox 
Half-breed  Reservation  in  Iowa;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  petitions  of  citizens 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  remonstra- 
ting affainst  an  extension  of  the  patent  |pranted  to 
W.  W.  Woodworth,  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  remon- 
strating against  a  renewal  ofthe  patent  granted  to 
Austin  and  Zebulon  Parker  for  improvements  in 
the  water-wheel;  which  wasf^ferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  of  Horace 
Gaylord,  assistant  marshal  for  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut, praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for 
taking  the  late  census;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Gfeorge  Andrews,  pray- 
ing that  the  public  lands  may  be  reserved  for 
actual  settlers,  and  for  bounties  in  case  the  coun- 
try should  hereafter  be  involved  in  warf  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennes8eejj>resented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  praying 
an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  works 
in  tne  United  States  navy-yard  at  Memphis; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  two  memorials  firom 
citizens  of  Cindnnati,  Ohio,  asking  that  Congress 


will  adopt  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  'hon- 
orable r.  P.  Walker,  in  relatioi^  to  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Sutherland,  a  citizen  of  Uie  United 
States,  praying  for  an  act  of  Congress  providing 
for  tlie  grant  of  the  right  of  prel^mption  of  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  for  the  site  of  the 
NebrMka  Polytechnic  Institute,  a  military  agri- 
cultural school  proposed  to  be  established  in  the 
said  Territory,  emd  for  the  loan  of  certain  arms 
and  military  equipments  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  ofthe  United  States, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  around 
the  FaDs  of  the  St.  Mary*s  river;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota  Territory,  praying  the 
ratification  of  certain  treaties  with  the  Sioux  and 
Chippewa  Indians  in  that  Territory;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  it  was 
Ordertdy  That  the  peUtion  of  Daniel  Nlppes,  on  the  files 

of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Milimiy 

Afiairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 
Ordtred,  That  the  petition  'of  William  Davis,  on  the 

flies  ofthe  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Oommitiee  on  Navsl 

Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 

Onlere^  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Frost 
and  the  petition  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  Nathaniel  Lcavitt, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  which  was  instructed,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  to  inauire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  naval  dep6t  at  Key  West,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depdt  at  Key 
West;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
fetition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
'ord,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  JUDGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
Mr.  CLEMENS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
ilnicted  to  inqohv  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
salary  ofthe  judge  of  the  United  States  court  for  the  district 
of  Alabama. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received  by  Mr.  M.  P.  FrLLMoitB,  his 
Secretary,  communicating  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  approved  and  signed,  the 
d7th  instant,  an  act  to  admit  the  hermaphrodite  brig 
'*  Sjrlphide"  to  r^istry ;  also,  the  joint  resolution 
extending  the  time  of  the  commission  under  the 
convention  with  Brazil. 

BILLS  REFERRED. 

The  foMowing  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  severally  read  a  first  and  second 
times  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Hughes,  of 
Tennessee; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Tribou; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Wright,  jr.; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mcintosh; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Weymouth;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Kerbaugh. 

The  following  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Mathews, 
Charies  Wood,  and  James  Hall. 

COMPROMISE  RESOLUTION. 

The  resolution  submitted  the  4th  of  December, 
is  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  questions  growing 
outof  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery  was  again 
taken  up. 
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Mr.  CLEMENI^.  Mr.  President,  I  dbserred  a 
paragraph  in  one  of  the  papers  of  this  morning, 
lamenting  that 'the  Senate  had  been  disgraced  on 
Yesterday  by  the  use  of  **  coarse  and  scurriloos" 
language.  When  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  RhettI  gave  a  formal  notice  to  his 
peculiar  friends  to  be  present  on  that  occasion,  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  him  indulge  in  personal- 
ities; when  he  caused  a  notice  to  be  served  upon 
me,  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  engage  in  that  par- 
ticular species  of  amusement,  I  hope  that  neither 
he  nor  they  supposed  the  war  would  be  confined 
entirely  to  one  side.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  doubt- 
less, that  the  invitation  to  my  funei^  should  have 
turned  out  to  be  so  sad  a  mistake.  The  guests 
were  all  present;  the  preacher  was  at  his  post,  and 
proceeded  regularly  with  the  ceremonies;  but  then 
came  the  resurrection,  and  now,  instead  of  the  tri- 
umphant notice  which  the  Senator  no  doubt  antici- 
pated, we  have  a  short  paragraph  deprecating  the 
use  of  personal  language  in  the  Senate,  if  that 
Senator  had  taken  the  course  he  ought  to  have 
tajcen,  there  would  have  been  no  syllable  uttered 
by  me  to  which  the  greatest  stickler  for  propriety 
could  object.  If  he  had  confined  himself  to  attacks 
upon  my  political  course;  if  he  had  commented  in 
language,  no  matter  how  severe,  upon  what  he 
chose  to  regard  as  my  inconsistencies,or  my  aban- 
donment of  Siate-richts,  I  should  have  replied  with 
fer^t  temper,  and  uttered  nothing  odenstve  to 
im  or  others.  But  when  he  went  to  the  columns 
of  a  low  and  scurrilous  newspaper  to  hunt  up  a 
foul  and  loathsome  calumny;  wlien  he  brought 
that  calumny  here,  and  sought  to  give  it  dignity 
and  importance  by  parading  it  in  the  presence  of 
the  Senate,  I  did  feel  some  degree  of  imtation,  and 
gave  the  only  asawer  it  became  roe  to  make.  For 
uie  language  used  I  have  no  regrets;  nor  have  I 
the  least  disposition  to  recall  or  explain  it.  Pre- 
vious to  that,  he  had  said  nothing  which  excited  a 
feeling  of  anger.  If  be  imagined  he  was  sayine 
anytlungnew — anything  whicli  had  not  been  heard 
from  every  stump  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi— lie  knows  but  little  of  the  contest  through 
which  the  Union  men  of  the  South  have  recenfly 
passed.  Hie  mode  of  assault  was  too  familiar  to 
me  to  cause  annoyance;  I  have  met  it  again  and 
tigain,  and  expect^  to  meet  it  here. 

If  I  bad  been  permitted  to  conclude  on  yester- 
day, I  should  have  said  other  things  ouite  as  un- 
pleasant as  those  to  which  he  has  already  listened ; 
out  a  night's  reflection  has  satisfied  me  that  enough 
has  been  said,  and  that  however  much  he  may  oe- 
s^rve  it,  it  does  not  become  me  to  utter  more.  I 
shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  defence  of  that 
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from  imports.  One  State  might  block  up  the  navi-  \ 
gation  of  fi  particular  river,  and  another  abolish  j 
the  collection  of  debts  in  the  United  States  courts,  or  | 
the  punishment  of  offences  against  the  United  States  , 
laws.    The  Republic  could  not  endure  for  a  year 
unless  Congress  possessed  the  power  of  coercion. 
With  a  characteristic  attempt  at  special  pleadine,  ^ 
the  Senator  has  seized  upon  my  use  of  tne  words  i 
**  sovereign  State,"  and  thus  seeks  to  convict  me 
of  inconsistency.    Why,  sir,  in  the  speech  to 
which  he  professed  to  be  replying,  I  admitted  the 
too  loose  use  of  these  words.    In  common  with 
every  other  public  man  in  the  country,  I  have 
often  spoken  of  the  States  as  "  sovereign,*'  and  it 
is  possible,  as  I  have  before  said,  tliat  we  have 
thus  contributed  to  the  errors  which  pervade  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  country.    Tlie  ordinary  reader 
when  he  sees  the  word  sovereign  in  the  speech  of 
a  public  man,  will  atuicli  to  it  the  meaning  given 
by  the  dictionaries,  and  it  will  not  always  be  pres- 
ent to  his  mind  that  when  we  so  speak,  we  speak 
of  a  sovereignty  circumscribed  by  the  Constitution. 
I  have  again  and  again  asserted,  that  some  of  the 
highest  and  most  essential  attributes  of  sover- 
eignty have  been  taken  away  from  the  States;  and 
who  will  dare  to  deny  it?    Tlie  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  not  ventured  to  do  ho.    Of  the  manv 
cases  I  enumerated,  he  has  seized  upon  one  whicn 
he  takes  to  be  tlieweak  point,  and  labors  to  prove 
tliat  I  am  mistaken  in  asserting  a  State  cannot 
punish  treason  against  itself,    in  the  exultation 
of  his  fancied  success,  he  adds,  '*  if  I  am  right  in 
that, it  is  indeed  true  the  States  are  not  sovereign.'* 
Well,  sir,  I  shall  show  that  I  am  right,  and  thieit 
the  Senator,  in  his  ignorance  of  the  Constitution, 
has  made  an  admission  fatal  to  hif  ca4^.    He  enu- 
merates, as  conclusive  of  the  question,  certain 
States  which  have  passed  laws  for  the  punishment 
of  treason.    Now,  sir,  I  have  not  been  guilty  of 
the  folly  of  asserting  tliat  a  State  may  not  call  mur- 
der treason,  and  so  punish  it.     I  have  not  denied 
but  that  she  may  designate  in  her  laws  a  riot  as 
treason ,  or  a  forcible  rescue  as  treason.    But  what 
I  do  say  is>  that  a  right  to  punish  treason,  as  ap- 
pertaining to  sovereignty,  is  something  which  is  \ 
absolute,  uncontrolled,  and  unlimited.    Any  re- 1 
striction  whatever  of  the  right  is  its  destruction.  ' 
There  is  one  kind  of  punishment  for  treason  a  State  { 
cannot  inflict.    There  are  cases  in  which  she  can- 
not punish  at  all.    One  of  the  most  common  niodes  ) 
of  punishing  treason  is  by  bill  of  attainder.    The  I 
Constitution  has  expressly  taken  away  from  the  ; 
States  the  right  to  pass  bills  of  attainder.    Here  ! 
then  is  a  restriction  which,  acccording  to  his  un-  j 
I  derstanding,  as  well  as  to  mine,  is  a  destruction  of ; 


consistency  he  has  arraigned,  and  in  the  coiu^e  of  ,;  the  right  as  an  attribute  of  sovereignly.    But  let 


my  renMirks,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  he 
knows  nothing  whatever  of  the  subjects  on  which  { 
he  has  undertaken  to  speak.  He  promised  in  the  ; 
outset  to  prove  that,  in  1850, 1  was  a  thorough 
State-rights  man,  and  in  December,  1851,  (tne 
date  of  my  speech  on  Foote's  resolutions,)  I  was 
a  Federal  consolidationist.  To  establish  this,  he 
quoted  an  extract  from  a  speech  of  mine,  which 
he  either  could  not,  or  would  not  understand.  In 
tliat  speech  the  term  "sovereign"  is  indeed  applied 
to  a  State,  and  there  is  a  denial  of  the  right  of  the 
Executive  to  use  force.  Tt  was  based  upon  a  letter 
of  the  President,  in  which  he  claimed  the  right  to 


me  give  a  stronger  illustration.    1  read  first  from 

the  Constitution : 

"Tbi^  Con»titution,  and  Uie  lawn  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  made  in  porsuaiice  Uiervnf,  and  all  treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under  Die  authority  of  (he 
United  States,  shall  be  the  mprenie  law  nt*  the  iartd ;  and 
the  Jud^  in  every  State  shall  be  boimd  thereby,  anything 
in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not 
withstanding." 

I  will  suppose  a  case  which  lias  once  occurred. 
I  will  suppose  that  Congress  passes  a  revenue  law 
which  gives  great  otfence  to  the  authorities  of  j 
South  CaroUna.    The  Legislature,  sitting  in  the  I 
interior  of  the  State,  declares  it  a  nullity,  and  arms 


employ  the  military  of  the  United  States  against  i;  a  portion  of  the  citizens  to  resist  it  by  force.    The 
Texas.     I  denied  it,  and  said,  **  the  law  is  plain  |i  officers  of  th    "  •     • '-  •  -^^     • 

and  clear — individuals,  not  States,  are  the  subjects 
of  coercion. "    I  had  the  law  before  me  at thetime. 


the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Charles 
ton  call  upon  the  citizens  to  aid  them  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law.  In  obedience  to  the  supreme  ! 
and  meant  only  to  assume  the  ground  taken  by  ||  law  of  the  knd  that  aid  is  given,  and  force  repelled  i 
General  Jackson  in  the  memorable  nullification  era.  !  by  force.  Will  any  one  pretend  that  for  thus  re- ' 
When  South  Carolina  proposed  to  nullify  a  law  j  sisting  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  by  j 
of  the  land,  Gen  eralJackson  applied  to  Congress,  j|  arms,  a  citizen  could  be  rightfully  punished  for  ' 


and  said,  that  the  powers  vestea  in  him  were  not 
sufHcient  to  subdue  tlic  forcible  resistance  of  a 
State,  and  therefore  he  asked  for  tlie  passage  of  a 
,^  law  to  meet  the  emergency.  The  force  .bill  was 
the  result.  So  I  held,  and  hold  now,  that  the  Exec- 
utive has  no  power  to  resort  to  coercion  in  the 
event  of  resistance  by  a  State,  but  Con^ss  has, 
and  Congress  may  at  any  time  authorize  him  to 
do  so.  It  will  be  diflicult  for  the  Senator  to  find 
any  language  of  mine  denying  this  risrht  on  the 
part  of  the  law-making  power  of  the  Union.  It 
IS  a  right  essential  to  its  very  existence.  Take  it 
away,  and  our  Confederacy  would  be  worse  than 
the  old  Amphyciionic  league.  If  there  is  no  power 
to  coerce  a  Suite,  Uie  new  States  might approprj^e 
nil  the  public  lands  within  their  respective  limits. 
The  AtiaiUic  States  might  seize  upon  tlie  revenues 


treason?  They  might  hang  him  if  they  caught 
him — they  might  doubtless  indulge  in  all  those  de- 
lectable amusements  whicli  the  Senator  painted  for 
us  on  yesterday — but  then  it  would  be  a  question 
of  might,  not  a  question  of  right.  If  carried  be- 
fore any  just  judge,  he  would  only  liave  to  point 
to  the  Constitution  and  then  to  the  law  he  obeyed, 
to  insure  his  discharge.  No  judicial  officer,  with 
a  proper  regard  for  his  oath,  would  hesitate  to  de- 
clare that  a  State  had  no  power  to  punish  a  citizen 
for  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The 
Constitution  must  first  be  destroyed.  When  that 
is  done — when  a  successful  revolution  has  enabled 
a  State  to  resume  the  powers  with  which  it  has 
parted — then,  but  not  until  then,  will  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  cease  to  be  supreme,  and  obe- 
dience to  them  be  punished  as  treason. 


There  is  a  tribe  of  constitutional  exponenu  in 
our  hind  who  have  learned  by  rote  tlufc  words  fed- 
eralist, eoneolidationitt,  and  submisMonist,  and 
who  apply  them  indiscriminately  to  every  one 
whose  argumen  ts  they  cannot  answer.  From  luck 
ipeo  I  have  nothing  to  expect  but  detraction,  and 
to  such  men  I  do  not  address  myself.  I  look  to 
the  calm,  good  sense  of  the  people  to  rebuke  the 
dangerous  hereey  that  we  have  a  national  Oovem- 
ment  in  name  only,  not  in  fact — a  Govemmeai 
equally  powerless  for  its  own  protection  or  the 
protection  of  the  citizen — a  Government  which  the 
whims  or  caprices  of  every  petty  State  may  at  any 
moment  dissolve,  and  involve  the  land  in  all  the 
Korrors  of  anarchy. 

The  Senator  has  read;  with  great  seeming  utii- 
faction,  a  declaration  of  luine,  that  whererer  AU- 
bama  went  I  would  go  witL  her.  Certainly,  iir;  I 
did  use  such  language;  and  1  repeat  it  now.  Bui  u 
by  no  means  follows  that  I  believe  Alabama  hu  i 
right  to  secede.  It  only  follows  that  my  affectio&s 
are  there,  and  whether  right  or  wrong  I  shall  ^ 
with  her.  Upon  the  same  principle  I  would  aunt 
a  brother  or  a  friend  if  I  found  him  engaged  in  i 
personal  difficulty,  without  stopping  to  iiKjuiir 
into  the  cause  of  the  quarrel.  I  shall  do,  m  I 
have  done,  all  I  can  to  prevent  Alabama  from 
rushing  on  to  her  own  destruction*,  but  ifthox 
eflforts  fail,  her  destiny  must  be  mine.  I  shall  go, 
however,  with  my  eyes  open;  claiming  no  riflit 
of  peaceable  secession,  but  as6er;ting  the  right  of 
revolution — a  right  to  be  enforced  by  the  armed 
hand,  and  the  armed  hand  only.  The  differeoct 
between  the  Senator  and  myeelf  is,  that  I  hope  tbr 
time  may  never  come  when  I  shall  bs  compeilid 
to  choose  between  the  Union  atid  my  native  State. 
Hence  I  have  sought  to  remove  all  causet  of  bit- 
terness, and  to  quiet  that  restless  feeling  of  diseoo- 
tent  which  must  ultimately  lead  to  such  ptiofoi 
results.  The  Senator,  on  the  other  hand,  baa  bees 
engaged  in  the  opposite  task  of  creating  prejodin 
and  exciting  animosities  where  none  before  ex- 
isted. I  shall  leave  it  for  others  to  decide  which 
best  becomes  the  character  of  a  patriot. 

In  his  indictment  against  me,  the  Senator  hu 
included  a  resolution  of  inquiry  which  I  had  t^ 
honpr  to  submit  to  the  Senate  m  the  perfonnanu 
of  my  duties  here.    This  is  a  striking  illustntios 
of  that  Senator's  peculiar  mode  of  rcafooing 
Who,  save  the  Senator  himself,  ever  dreamed  of 
attributing  opinions  to  another*  cmd  proving  it  br 
a  resolution  of  inquiry  f    In  the  very  nature  of 
things,  such  a  resolution  implies  that  ve  are  in 
doubt,  and  want  information  upon  which  to  btie 
an  opinion.    But  suppose  I  aid  believe  at  that 
time— as  indeed  I  did — that  the  President  had  ia- 
terfered  in  the  aflfairs  of  California  to  a  cenaiirabie 
extent,  there  is  nothing  in  my  present  position  at 
all  inconsistent  with  it.    The  President  deniw 
it — my  old  friend.  General  Riley,  denied  it.   The 
proof  sustained  them,  and  the  prosecution  wu 
abandoned.    1  know  of  no  one  man  upon  yhon 
a  heavier  responsibility  rests  for  the  adkitaion  of 
California  than  R.  Baenweu.  Rhett  himself.  The 
Journal  of  the  other  House  will  prove  that  if  Cau- 
foruia  is  now  a  State,  the  Southern  memben  of 
that  body,  mcluding  the  Senator,  are  accoantabJf 
for  it.    They  bad  it  completely  in  their  power  t« 
defeat  the  appropriation  bills  entirely,  or  coope 
the  adoption  of  the  Senate's  amendment, knows tf 
*♦  Walker's  amendment."     If  the  Senator  hij 
merely  resorted  to  the  legislative  expedient  » 
making  dilatory  motions,  and  calling  the  yeaa  w<^ 
nays,  California  would  have  had  a  territorial  ^^ 
emment,  and  thus  all  the  angry  discussioDa  upon 
her  admission  as  estate  would  have  been  avotda. 
A  northern  man  (Mr.  Waleee,  of  Wi«»n«Dj. 
proposed  a  satisfactory  settlement.    The  Senaw 
plowed  it— the  House  rejected  it,  and  the  Sfflawr 
from  South  Carolina,  then  a  member  of  that  body. 
made  no  eflfort  at  resistance.    He  who  ^^\^\ 
ious  to  resort  to  violence  and  bkjodshed  ahran* 
even  from  adopting  a  legislative  expedient,  an- 
usual  indeed  and  rarely  to  be  justified,  but  aan 
far  preferable  as  a  preventive,  to  revoluoon  aa 
remedy.    The  people  of  Cahfoniia  did  not  wam 

a  State  government,  for  the  support « ^^f***JrJ 

would  ueceMiarily  be  loaded  with  ^^^'.^z! 

desired  to  be  organized  into  a  Teiritory,  th«  «' 

Dense  of  which  would  fall  on  u»,  not  on  *g^ 

;  They  adopted  a  constitution  and  "*""** ^y 

\  government  as  a  last  reeort,  because  *J^^^ 

adopt  no  other,  and  their  no«**"***'tf?J!w5e 

I  a  g«Ternm«Dt  of  some.  kind.    Upon  tbepno-p 
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(hat  we  are  reeponitible  (for  acts  of  dmiasion  as 
well  OS  rommissioD,  the  Senator  is  chargeable 
with" a  full  share  of  g:uilt  for  whatever  wrong  the 
•dmjesion  of  California  may  be  supposed  to  in- 
flict. 

It  is  well  known  to  /ou,  Mr.  t'resident,  that  I 
have  never  justified  the  admission  of  California; 
and  in  that  respect  1  have  no  inconsistencies  to 
answer  for.  In*the  last  speech  I  made  upon  the 
compromise,  T  stated  distinctly  and  emphatically 
that  my  original  opinions  were  unchanged;  that  I 
submitted  to  it  because,  among  other  things,  resist- 
ance was  a  folly  and  a  madness.  Two  of  the  most 
powerful  Southern  States  had  given  overwhelming 
majorities  for  the  bill.  Did  the  Senator  expect  me 
to  go  home  and  preach  the  duty  of  secession  from 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky — from  Virginia,  Ma- 
ryland, Texas,  Missouri,  North  Carolina — from 
all  but  the  few  States  usually  designated  as  the 
"cotton  States?**  Did  he  expect  me  to  aid  him 
in  the  establishment  of  a  little  Confederacy  upon 
the  Ghilf,  within  whose  narrow  limits  such  men 
as  the  Senntor  might  figure  conspicuously?  I 
resisted,  the  passage  of  the  law.  When  passed — 
and  by  the  aid  of  Southern  men  who  haa  as  good 
a  right  to  judge  as  I  had — I  submitted  to  a  decision 
I  cnuld  not  prevent. 

The  Senator  says  I  denounced  the  admission  of 
California  as  unconstitutional.  It  will  be  difficult 
for  him  to  find  such  language  in  any  speech  of  mine. 
But  suppose  such  was  the  tendency  of  my  argu- 
ment, was  I  to  insist  on  that  opinion  as  infalUble  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  ot  so  many  Southern 
men  older  and  abler  than  I  am  ?  My  own  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  would  of  <:our8e  govern 
ine,  so  long  as  I  was  called  on  to  vote  or  speak  in 
this  Chamber;  but  when  the  matter  had  passed 
froni  us,  when  it  became  a  question  of  submission 
or  civil  war,  I  was  fully  at  liberty  to  distrust  ray 
oil^n  judgment,  and  to  hesitate  before  I  advised  a 
resort  to  that  last  dreadful  alternative.  I  trust  that 
I  am  free  from  the  arrogance  of  supposing  that  my 
judgment  is  infallible,  and  that  no  man  can  be  an 
nonwt  and  incorruptible  friend  of  the  South  whose 
opinions  do  not  coincide  with  mine.  I  did  not 
believe,  and  I  would  not  say,  ^at  many  of  our  best 
men  (yoirrself  included)  were  either  traitors  to  the 
South  or  ignorant  of  the  Constitution.  I  thought 
it  quite  as  likely  that  I  might  be  mistaken  as  that 
yoy  were,  and  acted  accordingly. 

The  Senator  says,  that  at  one  time  I  counselled 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Not  so.  -The  very 
speeches  from  which  he  has  read  prove  the  utter 
falsity  of  the  charge.  On  the  Uth  of  February, 
1850,  in  the  speech  from  which  he  has  rsad,  lused 
this  language: 

<'  I  kjiow  Uistto  me  individaaUy  there  haii  been  aitribated 
a  deliberate  defd^n  lo  diMOlve  thia  Union.  Great  God ! 
vbat  have  I  to  gain  by  such  a  course  ?  I  have  no  bitter 
esmttiM  axafnat  any  section,  or  against  anv  partv.  I  have 
BO  disappointed  aspiratfona  urging  me  onto  deafierate  ex- 
pedients. There  ia  not  in  this  broad  land  a  single  individ- 
ual with  fewer  motives  to  disturb  its  harmony.  I  have 
(heoda,  and  warm  ones,  In  ail  its  parts.  For  a  long  lime  I 
eommaoded  a  New  England  regiment.  For  a  long  time  I 
was  aaaodated  with  Northern  men  in  all  the  scenes  which 
make  up  the  changeful  drama  of  a  soldier^a  lift.  Does  any 
one  suppose  that  I  can -con  template  with  satisfkction  the 
poMiUUtv#of  standing  ftiee  to  f^ce  as  foes  with  those  by 
whon  I  have  so  often  stood'  side  by  side  ss  friends  ?  The 
eharfe  ia  a  gross  absnrdity ;  but  even  absurdities  may  come 
to  be  believed  by  constai^t  repetition." 

Hofir  was  it  possible  forme  to  have  used  stronger 
langua^  in  repelling  the  charge  of  disunion  ?  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
select  words  of  plainer  import. 

Again,  sir,  I  said: 

"  Mach  of  thia  I  cannot  prevent ;  but  when  the  charge  is 
made  here  in  my  presence,  that  I  am  a  faetionist,  or  that 
liMMe  wlio  act  with  me  are  ao,  I  ahall  repel  it  intermn  which 
admit  of  no  double  meaning.  Sir,  I  do  not  beliei^a  that 
there  ia  a  single  man  in  the  entire  South  who  desires  dla- 
mionlbr  itself." 

Here  I  not  only  repelled  it  for  myself,  but  f^r 
all  who  were  acting  with  me.  At  that  day  I  be- 
lieved what  I  said.  At  that  day  1  believed  there 
Mraa  not  a  traitor  to  be  found  in  the  broad  savan- 
nahs of  the  South.  I  re^jet  that  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  change  that  opinion.  ^In  that  respect  I 
have  been  inconsistent;  and  if  the  Senator  had 
based  his  charge  upon  that  ground,  I  should  have 
entered  no  defence.  It  is  with  pain  and  mortifi- 
cation I  acknowledge  there  are  those  among  us 
who  have  avowed  not  merely  a  willingness  but 
an  anxiety  to  level  this  fair  fabric  with  the  ground. 
I  know  that  In  the  eyes  of  such  men  I  have  com- 
mitted a  deadly  sin .    But  it  is  one  of  which  I  have 


not  repented;  and  I  now  repeat,  that  as  long  as  a 
hand  of  mine  can  be  raisea  to  pre>'ent  it,  not  one 
stone,  not  one  atom,  of  that  glorious  edifice  shall 
be  remo%'ed. 

Another  extract,  and  I  shall  leave  this  branch  of 
the  subject.  .It  is  from  my  speech  of  the  20th 
of  February,  1850,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay: 

**  The  Senator  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  he  can  aav  any- 
thing of  the  possible  consequences  of  disunion  which  has 
not  occurred  to  us.  We  have  oilen  manifested  our  sense 
of  the  evils  of  disunion,  and  never  more  so  than  at  the 
present  time.    We  do  not  mean  to  dissolve,"  k,c. 

Afler  these  emphatic  declarations,  made  at  all 
times,  not  only  during  the  pendency  of  the  com- 
promise measures,  but  before  their  introduction; 
not  made  after  it  wius  ascertained  that  Southern 
men  had  voted  for  and  sustained  them,  but  before 
I  could  possibly  know  what  course  they  would 
pursue,  what  right  did  any  man  have  to  suppose 
that  I  would  advocate  secession,  both  from  the 
North  and  a  large  portion  of  the  South  ?  The 
truth  is,  that  no  man  did  believe  it.  No  one  at 
that  day  dreamed  of  disunion,  save  as  a  desperate 
remedy  for  intolerable  oppression.  None  looked 
to  it  as  a  thing  to  be  desired.  It  was  contemplated 
by  all  with  a  shudder,  although  some  of  us  cer- 
tainly believed  it  might  become  a  necessity;  for 
whatever  violent  language  may  have  been  used  by 
me  or  others,  there  was  an  excuse  in  the  attend- 
ing circumstances  not  now  to  be  found.  We  came 
here  claiming  certain  rights  and  privileges,  which 
it  was  alleged  had  been  denied  us  by  the  previous 
Congress,  of  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  a  member.  In  that  state  of  the  case, 
smarting  under  what  we  believed  to  be  serious  and 
aggravated  wrongs,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  language  employed  in  our  speeches  would  be 
characterized  bv  great  moderation.  In  that  speech 
of  mine  upon  the  Vermont  resolutions,  which  has 
so  delighted  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I 
did  comment,  in  strong  terms,  upon  many  acts  of 
injustice  which  had  been  perpetrated  upon  the 
South.  I  took  occasion  to  warn  Northern  men 
that  they  must  not  only  pause,  but  they  must  re- 
trace their  steps.  They  did  so.  Previous  to  that 
time,  fevcry  northern  State,  except  Iowa,  had  in- 
structed their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  Wilmot 
proviso.  Before  tlie  session  was  half  over,  the  pro- 
viso was  dead.  In  some  cases,  the  resolutions  of 
instructions  were  repeAled,  and  ih  others,  those 
thus  instructed  took  tne  responsibility  of  voting  for 
territorial  bills  without  it.  We  had  no  bill  for  the 
recapture  of  fugitive  slaves.  That  Congress  passed 
a  bill  in  all  respects  such  as  the  South  demanded. 
We  had  been,  ever  since  the'date  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  excluded  from  all  territory  north  of 
360  30'.  This  restriction  was  removed,  and  a  ter- 
ritorial government  established  for  Utah,  whose 
southern  boundary  Ijne  is  370,  containing  an  ex- 
press guarantee  that  it  might  come  into  the  Union 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  her  constitution  might 

Erescribe.  The  spirit  of  fanaticism  which  had 
een  abroad  at  thcNorth  everywhere  began  to  dis- 
appear, and  the  action  of  both  Le^slatures  and 
Conventions  indicated  a  determination  to  respect 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South.  There  are 
now  two  Senators  on  this  floor  whose  election  was 
a  consequence  of  this  happier  state  of  feeling.  I 
mean  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stock- 
ton,) and  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
James.]  I  know  they  will  not  take  it  unkind  in 
me  for  thus  referring  to  them,  and  adding,  as  I 
gladly  do,  that  there  are  no  two  men  in  this  body 
more  firmly  determined  to  mete  out  e^ual  and  ex- 
act justice  to  every  section  of  the  Union,  Could 
I,  witli  any  regard  to  truth  or  decency,  with  these 
facts  staring  me  in  the  face,  persist  in  a  course  of 
denunciation  which  could  only  have  the  effect  of 
exasperating  those  who  were  conscious  of  doing 
all  they  could  to  merit  kinder  treatment?  Such  a 
course  might,  indeed,  have  been  ^ratifying  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  to  those  who, 
like  him,  seek  a  dissolution  of  the  Union;  but  it 
would  neither  have  been  creditable  to  me,  nor  ac- 
ceptable to  the  honest  and  patriotic  people  I  repre- 
sent. If  the  same  state  of  things  existed  now 
which  did  exist  at  the  date  of  that  speech,  it  is 
quite  possible  I  might  employ  language  as  strong 
as  anv  then  used.  But  that  state  of  things  has 
passed  away,  and  it  is  the  part  of  a  ^ood  citizen 
to  bury  with  it  all  memory  of  the  bitterness  to 
which  it  gave  rise. 

The  Senator  has  been  exceedingly  cautious  not 
to  touch  that  part  of  my  argument  which  relates 


to  the  territorial  bills.  Even  he  felt  that  was  im- 
pregnable, and  he  chose  rather  to  indulge  in  com- 
plaints of  my  laudations  of  the  Union.  On  that, 
atf  on  other  points,  he  misunderstands  me.  I  sing 
no  hosannas  to  a  Union  which  is  one  in  name 
only,  not  in  spirit.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  this  peo- 
ple tied  together  by  a  hateful  bond,  while  discord- 
ant interests  and  rankling  jealousies^angrene  its 
senarate  parts.  It  was  not  such  a  union  which 
Washington  and  Jackson  meant  when  they  urged 
us  to  preserve  it.  They  wished — I  wish — all  of 
us  should  wish — a  Union  of  a  diiferent  kind — in 
which  each  member  cherislics  an  habitual  respect 
for  tlie  rights  of  the  others — in  which  all  are 
taught  to  believe  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  of 
its  members  to  deliberately  intend  to  do  wrong — 
that  some  charity  is  due  to  errors  and  mistakes — 
that  injustice  must  be  temporary  only — that  a 
common  interest,  the  recollections  of  past  glor)% 
and  the  anticipations  of  future  greatness  cannot 
fail  in  tlie  end  to  correct  whatever  evils  passion  or 
prejudice  may  have  spoken  into  being.  It  is  for 
a  Union  of  this  sort  only  that  I  have  been  earn- 
estly pleading  with  my  countrymen.  The  Sena- 
tor has  been  as  zealously  engaged  in  seeking  to 
destroy  it.  His  mission  is  to  inculcate  jealousies 
of  the  North.  Addressing  himself  to  those  who 
have  not  the  time  or  the  opportunity  to  investigate 
for  themselves,  he  says  that  the  people  of  the 
Northern  States  are  a  horde  of  robbers,  whose 
chief  occupation  consists  in  devising  schemes  to 
rob  the  South — that  there  is  among  them  a  reck- 
less disregard  of  law,  which  prevents  tlie  execu- 
tion of  Congressional  enactments — and  that  mur- 
der has  ceased  to  be  a  punishable  oflence,  if  com- 
mitted upon  a  citizen  of  the  South  in  pursuit  of 
his  property.  It  is  not  surprising  that  he  has 
thus  succeeaed,  to  some  extent,  in  estranging  one 
portion  of  the  country  from  the  other.  His  co- 
laborers  at  the  North  have  also  met  with  some 
success.  It  has  thus  become  the  duty  of  every 
patriot  to  address  himself  to  the  task  of  removing 
these  tliscontents,  and  to  inculcate  the  hish  duty 
of  loving  one  another.  Let  the  voice  of  the  dem- 
agogue everywhere  be  answered  by  truth  and  rea- 
son, and  we  shall  soon  witness  a  better  and  a 
brighter  era. 

With  his  usual  inaccuracy,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  ventured  to  assert  that  no 
State  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the  Union  with- 
out a  previous  act  of  Congress,  authorizing  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution  and  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment. The  Senator  might  have  learned,  even 
from  my  speeches  if  he  had  read  them  for  any  pur- 
pose but  to  garble  and  distort,  how  utterly  at  vari- 
ance this  assertion  was  with  the  facts.  I  had  occa- 
sion once  before  to  refer  to  all  the  acts  of  Congress 
upon  the  subject,  and  now  read  from  the  tables 
then  prepared,  the  accuracy  of  which  cannot  be 
questioned. 

In  Vermont  there  was  no  act  of  Congress  au- 
thorizing the  people  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government;  in  Kentucky  there  was  none; 
in  Tennessee  there  was  none;  m  Maine  there  was 
none;  in  Arkansas  there  was  none;  in  Michigan 
there  was  none;  in  Florida  there  was  none,  and 
in  Iowa  there  was  none.  Here,  sir,  are  nine  States 
which,  according  to  the  logic  of  the  Senator,  are 
illegally  and  unconstitutionally  members  of  tliis 
Confederacy.  Some  of  them  were  admitted  im- 
mediately after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
when  the  framers  of  that  instrument  themselves 
held  seats  in  Congress,  but  no  one  heard  at  that 
day  of  the  miserable  quibble  that  "Sfatee  **  only 
could  be  admitted.  The  practice  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  from  its  foundation,  has  been  to  look  to  the 
attending  circumstances.  In  some  cases  they  have 
passed  acts  authorizing  the  establishment  of  State 

governments;  in  others  they  have  not.  They 
ave  always  claimed  and  exercised  the  power  of 
dispensing  with  formalities,  and  of  being  governed 
by  what  seemed  to  be  the  public  good. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  exultingly 
informed  us  that  he  was  performing  the  same  op- 
eration upon  me  that  I  had  performed  upon  Mr. 
Foote.  I  think  he  has  found  out  by  this  time 
that  he  had  a  troublesome  subject.  The  operator 
himself  has  not  escaped  without  suflftring.  But 
he  may  console  himself  by  the  reflection  that  he 
is  not  alone.  He  is  not  the  first  man  who  has  un* 
dertaken  the  task  and  regretted  it  before  it  was 
concluded.  I  did  quote  extracts  from  some  of  M  r. 
Footers  speeches;  but  it  was  done  in  a  spirit  of 
kindness  and  courtesy,  with  none  of  that  rancor- 
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0U8  bitterne«8  which  characterized  the  effort  of 
the  Senator  fVom  South  Carolina.  It  was  sudden 
and  unpremeditated — not  brooded  over  for  months. 
I  did  not  hug  to  my  bosom  a  cherished  hatred,  and 
watch  an  opportunity  to  stab  the  reputation  of 
another. 

The  extract  from  my  speech  which  has  been 
selected  by  the  Senator  as  the  theme  of  his  dis- 
course, is  not  the  part  which  rankled.  He  has 
chosen  to  dwell  upon  that,  but  I  know  well  where 
the  stin^  was  found.  I  did  not  express  any  great 
admiration  for  his  abilities,  and  that  is  the  wound 
his  vanity  could  not  pardon.  Sir,  he  had  no  right 
to  compfain  of  my  ae^iouncing,  in  strone  terms, 
his  disunion  sentiments,  I  but  followed  an  ex- 
ample' he  had  set  me.  When  John  Gt.  Adams 
presented  a  petition  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, praying  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  a  resolu- 
tion was  immediately  introduced  to  expel  him. 
After  much  discussion,  Mr.  Boots,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  Uy  it  on  the  table.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  voted  against  the  motion,  thus 
showing  that,  in  his  opinion,  Mr.  Adams  ou^^ht  to 
be  expelled  for  merely  presenting  a  petition  in 
favor  of  disunion.  I  have  not  sfud  the  Senator 
ought  to  be  expelled.  I  have  said  nothing  of  him 
as  strong  as  that  vote  said  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  yet 
the  crime  of  the  one  was  as  nothine,  compared  to 
that  of  the  other.  Mr.  Adams  acted  in  accordance 
with  what  he  believed  to  be  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  be  heard  by  petition.  IVir.  Rhett,  for 
himself,  proclaims  a^n  and  aealn  upon  this  floor 
that  he  is  a  disunionist.  I  shall  not  mdicate  what 
punishment  he  deserves,  if  measured  by  his  own 
standard. 

The  Senator  arraigns  my  vote  upon  the  bound- 
ary of  Texas,  and,  as  usual,  falls  into  error.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  listening  to  him,  I  felt  utterly 
astounded  that,  aAer  so  long  a  preparation^  hb 
should  have  been  so  wholly  uninformed.  The 
Texas  bill,  for  which  you  and  I  voted,  never 
formed  a  part  of  the  "omnibus.**  It  warn  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Pkarck,]  alter  the  **  omnibus  *'  was  killed.  It 
established  for  Texas  totally  different  boundaries, 
and  gave  to  her  nine  hundred  miles  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  enough  territory  for  two  States  more 
than  Mr.  Calhoun  said  belonged  to  her. 

The  Senator  descanted  on  the  fact  that  I  said  I 
would  not  vote  to  repeal  the  bill  abolishing  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  an- 
nounced, with  great  emphasis,  that  it  is  not  the 
mere  fact  that  the  slave  trade  is  abolished  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  Co  which  he  objects,  but  that 
it  is  the  penalty  affixed  to  a  violation  of  the  law. 
Does  not  that  Senator  know  that  that  very  penalty 
has  been  affixed  to  it  since  1801?  Does  not  that 
Senator  know  that  the  only  effect  of  the  bill  which 
passed  at  the  last  Congress  was  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1801  to  the  citizens  of  Mary- 
land? It  was  copied,  word  for  word,  from  the 
Maryland  law,  which  had  been  extended  to  this 
District  ever  since  1801,  except  as  to  Vir^niaand 
Maryland.  There  has  not  been  a  time  since  1801 
when  that  Senator,  or  any  citizen  of  South  Caro- 
lina, could  have  brought  a  slave  here  and  oflfered 
him  for  sale  without  incurring  the  penalty  of  eman- 
cipation. Yet  this  is  Dow  raised  as  a  bugbear 
with  which  to  frighten  grown  men  at  the  South. 
It  has  not  alarmed  us  much  heretofbre;  we  have 
submitted  to  it  with  a  very  ^eat  degree  of  patience. 
It  is  too  late  now,  when  it  is  only  extended  to  the 
State  of  Maryland,  for  us  to  raise  complaints  upon 
the  subject.  That  bill  of  1801  was  approved^by 
Thomas  Jefferson;  and  Maryland,  the  only  party 
interested,  heartily  approves  of  the  law  of  1850. 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  must  refer. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  chose  to  read  on 
extract  from  m3r  speech,  upon  which  he  put  a 
construction  which  he  knew,  or  ought  to  have 
known,  it  would  not  bear.  In  reference  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  I  said: 

«  He  wu  never  a  leeenionitt,  and  I  am  antborised  Co 
tay  that  the  proof  of  it  will  before  long  be  given  to  the 
world.  He  regarded  tlie  attemnt  of  a  tingle  8uite  to  go  oat 
of  the  Union  as  madnea,  and  died  in  Oiat  opinion." 

I  did  not  mean  td  assert  that  Mr.  Calhoun  did 
not  believe  there  might  be  a  right  of  secession.  I 
used  the  term  <*  secessionist  *'  as  the  Senator  un- 
derstands it.  And  I  state  again^  that  Mr.  Cal- 
houn did  hold  the  opinion  that  the  secession  of  a 
single  State  would  be  madness.  In  a  conversation 
which  I  had  with  him,  but  a  short  time  previous 
to  his  death,  he  said:  <*  Wo  could  have  carried 


'  matters  much  further  than  we  did  in  1832,  but 
'  then  Tennessee  would  have  been  arrayed  against 
'  South  Carolina,  Kentucky  against  Virginia,  and 

*  other  Southern  States  a£;ainst  each  other,  and  that 

*  would  have  defeated  the  very  object  we  had  in 

*  view.  My  object  was  to  consolidate  the  whole 
'South,  to  unite  them  upon  one  plittform,  and  I 

*  never  would  do  any  act  which  could  estrange  one 

*  portion  of  them  from  another."  That  was  his 
policy,  honestly  entertained,  however  wrong  I 
may  think  it  to  be.  But  as  for  the  secession,  the 
peaceable  secession  of  a  single  State,  he  always 
knew  it  was  madness.  It  was  something  which 
his  great  mind  could  not  comprehend. 

I  am  charged  with  saying,  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  disunion  might  be  peaceable.  True,  I  did 
say  so,  and  I  say  so  again.  If  the  whole  of  the 
Southern  States  should  determine  to  leave  the 
Union,  I  think  they  would  be  permitted  to  go 
peaceably,  because  any  attempt  at  coercion  would 
be  folly.  But  even  then  I  have  no  idea  that  peace 
could  exist  for  any  length  of  time.  With  a  long 
line  of  frontier,  upon  which  posts  and  garrisons 
would  necessarily  be  kept  up  by  both  parties « 
causes  of  dissension  would  soon  arise,  and  war, 
with  all  its  evils,  would  soon  be  upon  us.  That, 
however,  is  a  totally  difierent  thing  from  the  at- 
tempt of  one,  or  two,  or  three  States  to  go  out  by 
themselves.  In  that  event,  force  would  certainly 
be  used.  Those  whose  sympathies  were  on  the 
side  of  the  invaded  State,  would  rush  to  her  res- 
cue, and  thui  the  whole  Republic  might  become 
involved  in  a  war  which  would  terminate  only 
with  the  termination  of  our  liberties. 

The  Senator  complains  that  I  went  from  Wash- 
ington a  **submissionist.*'  I  did  go  from  here  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  the  law,  and  to  perform  my  part 
as  a  good  citizen  under  it.  I  went  from  here  widi 
the  impression  that  although  we  had  not  obtained 
all  we  asked,  still  we  had  obtained  something 
with  which  we  could  afford  to  be  content.  When 
I  reached  Alabama  I  found  demagogues  har- 
anjg;uing  the  people  all  through  the  State,  endeav- 
oring to  persuade  them  that  they  had  been  wronged, 
outraged,  and  robbed;  and  I  ddd  there  what  I  hope 
I  shall  do  on  all  similar  occasions — I  dared  to  get 
upon  the  stump  and  tell  them  the  truth.  The 
August  election  proved  that  the  people  were  with 
me,  for  there  was  not  one  solitary  candidate  in  Uie 
whole  State  of  Alabama  who  did  not,  before  that 
election  closed,  deny  that  he  was  a  secessionist  or 
disunionist.  A  man  could  not  have  been  elected 
constable  in  any  respectable  beat  in  the  State,  who 
would  have  proclaimed  such  sentiments  as  have 
been  uttered  oy  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Sir,*  I  am  a  submissionist,  and  the  people  of  my 
State  are  submissionists;  but  we  are  Southern 
Rights  men  nevertheless.  Better  Southern-Rights 
men  than  those  who  not  long  since  were  warring 
against  us,  but  who  now  come  here  and  take  seats 
cheek-by-jowl  with  Preston  King,  Rantoitl, 
Chase,  Hale,  and  Sumner.  We  have  manifested 
our  devotion  to  the  South,  as  well  as  our  devotion 
to  the  Union,  and  we  will  do  it  again  whenever  a 
proper  occasion  arises.  ^ 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  leave  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
laurels  he  has  acquired  by  his  assault  upon  me. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  President,  the  course  of 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  is  precisely  that  which 
I  expected  it  would  be.  I  anticipateo  it  in  a  con- 
versation with  a  friend  before  I  spoke.  He  had, 
without  any  cause  on  my  part,  stigmatized  me 
here  on  this  floo>— as  one  guilty  of  treason  and 
knavery.  I  knew  very  well  Uiat  a  man  who  would 
commit  such  an  offence,  who  would  insult  with- 
out provocation,  would  not  hesitate,  under  the  ex- 
posure I  intended  to  make,  to  add  insult  to  insult. 
Therefore,  when  he  yesterday  pursued  the  course 
which  he  did  pursue,  it  was  precisely  what  I  ex- 
pected. 

I  did  not,  as  the  Senator  chari^es,  brood  two 
months  over  his  attack.  He  heard  what  I  stated 
on  this  point  in  his  presence  in  the  Senate.  1 
stated  that  I  neither  Knew  nor  heard  of  what  he 
had  ^  said  concerning  me,  until  just  before  i  was 
leaving  my  home  in  South  Carolina  to  come  to 
this  city.  On  my  arrival  here,  I  waited  for  the 
resolution,  on  which  he  had  attacked  me,  to  come 
up  for  consideration.  Seeing  the  course  of  things, 
I  was  in  no  hurry  to  read  his  speech.  But,  not 
many  days  since,  about  ten  days,  I  suppose, 
I  got  the  Senator's  speech  from  the  folding  room, 
and  read  it.     I  sent  also  for  a  copy  of  the  speech 


of  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cais,]  vho, 
I  heard,  had  honored  me  with  his  notice.    It  did 
not  require  much  brooding  to  determine  my  coarse. 
I  made  up  my  mind  that  it  became  me,  as  a  man 
and  as  a  Senator,  n9t  to  allow  these  impuuuions 
to  pass  unnoticed  in  the  Senate.    I  was  equally 
convinced  that  my  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama would  be  followed  by  additional  and  prob- 
ably aggravated  insult.    If  he  insulted  roe  era- 
tuitously,  what  right  had  I  to  exi^ct  that  vhen' 
exposea  before  the  Senate,  he  would  be  more  for- 
bearing.   He  is  come  up  precisely  to  the  estimate 
I  had  put  upon  his  character. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  denies  that  he  meant 
to  charge  me  with  knavery  and  treason.  Now  I 
will  read  his  words  again  to  the  Senate,  and  then 
I  will  leave  the  Senate  to  judge  what  their  import 
is;  and  I  will  call  upon  the  Senator  from  Alabami 
to  say,  if  that  is  not  their  import,  what  thej  do 
mean.    Here  is  what  he  says: 

<*  There  was  the  Senator  from  Maanchi]Mtti,[Mr.Bci- 
NER.]  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  [Mr.  Chasc,]  and  the  Seti- 
tor  from  New  Hampchire,  [Mr.  H  alk,]  gaUiered  abovi  hia 
in  a  aort  of  fraternal  rina,  wfiile  the  counteaanee  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York  rMr.  Sbwasd]  was  radiant  vitl 
jiadnew.  Thus  was  exhibited  the  spectacle  of  an  eztreat 
^oathcm  Senator  deoonncing,  in  no  neasored  temu,  At 
Government  of  his  country,  smd  declaring  himself  t  dina- 
louistjOn  acconntofalteged  wrongs  heaped  iipQobim.wia 
four  as  rabid  Abolitionists  as  this  land  c(ulainsdriiikiB(is 
his  words  with  eager  approbation— nijylaiirfiiig,  cAecrisf. 
and  encouraging  him.  All  this  was  nothing  new  to  m, 
however  strange  it  may  appear  to  the  plain  and  boaetljrto- 
manry  of  the  country.  Nor  was  it,  wlieii  calmly  conidert^ 
at  all  unnatural. 

*  A  fellow  feeling  makes  us  wondrous  Und.* 

There  U  a  tympathy  in  treaeon  a»  well  u*  fai  knavery;  mi 
those  who  are  earnestly  striving  to  accomplish  tbt  mm 
end  need  not  quarrel  about  the  separate  means  empiofcd" 

Now,  here  the  Senator  charges  that  there  is  i 
sympathy  betweenthese  Senators  and  myself  upoo 
the  matter  of  disunion;  and  he  then  obaerTea,ibai 
there  is  a  sympathy  in  treason  as  well  as  in 
knavery.  Is  not  that  plainlv  charging  us  vitb 
teason  and  knavery?  I  will  leave  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  to  explain  if  that  is  not  his  roetn- 
ing  of  his  words. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  There  is  not  a  Senator  oo 
this  floor  who  does  not  understand  it  precisely  ail 
do.  There  is  no  more  charge  of  knavery  agaiofl 
him  than  there  is  against  the  Senator  fh>in  hLu- 
tachusetts,  or  the  Senator  Orom  Ohio— againit 
whom  I  never  meant  to  make  such  a  cbar^ 
There  is  a  charge  of  disunion;  and  he  had  bimieif 
avowed  that  he  was  a  disunionist. 

Mr.  RHETT.  If  that  is  all  theSenator  bu  to 
say,  his  words  stand  unexplained.  I  ask  him  to 
explicate  from  his  toerrfs  I  quote,  another  mean- 
ing than  that  I  put  upon  them.  He  does  not  tt- 
tempt  to  do  so.  He  says  that  they  do  not  eon- 
tain  the  charge  I  allege  they  do  contain.  That  a 
denial;  but  it  is.  no  proof.  In  his  failure  to  sbov 
that  they  contain  any  other  meanioff  thsn  that  I 
put  upon  them,  be  virtually  admiu  that  he  cannot 
make  his  disclaimer  consistent  with  his  words. 
His  words  mention  persons— declares  that  ther 
are  in  concert  to  accomplish  a  certain  end,  uA 
then  asserts  that  **  there  is  sympathy  in  Utssoe 
as  well  as  knavery."  The  Senator  can  takebs 
choice  between  two  alternatives.  He  wai  eiiber 
using  words  without  meaning  anything  oy  tbeot 
and  thus  talking  nonsense  to  the  Seiate,  or  be  aid 
by  his  words  make  the  charge  I  deduced  from 
them.  No  man  of  sense  can  draw  any  otbtf 
meaning  from  his  words. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  admit  that  this  w»it 
gross  and  wanton  insult,  and  I  admit,  too,  tbit 
acting  upon  "  the  code  of  honor,"  I  ought  not  to 
have  waned  a  month,  or  a  day,  or  a  moment,  be- 
fore I  had  required  him  to  retract  or  tghu  T^  » 
the  course  we  are  accustomed  to  pursue  in  tbe  State 
I  represent.  I  was  perfectly  aware  of  my  poauoD. 
I  did  not  require  the  Senator  from  Alabama  to  tril 
n^  what  I  ought  to  have  done,  as  a  man  of  tw 
world  and  a  man  of  honor.  But,  sir,  I  am  a  pr<>- 
ftssor  of  the  religion  of  Christ.  'I  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  challenge  the  Senator  for  two  v«7/",* 
portant  reasons.'  The  first  was,  because  I  bw 
another  object  in  view,  and  still  have  it,  for  abo? e 
the  vindicaUon  of  myself  from  any  persorwihttfi 
or  insults  that  the  Senator  may  have  otlerw- 
Whilst  vindicating  myself  on  this  floor,  I  wo«w 
also  vindicate  the  great  cause  with  which  1  «« 
identified.  I  have  very  feebly  indicated  my  par- 
poses  in  my  defence,  if  the  Senate  has  noj  Re- 
ceived that  I  have  used  theSenator  from  Alabantt, 
if  not  for  my  scorn  or  laughter,  to  hnng  up  •«*" 
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the  wrong;8  perpetrated  by  this  Government  upon 
the  South,  and  the  consequent  dangers  whiclvsur- 
rouAfl  her;  and  again  to  place  forwan^lor  public 
consideration  those  ^eat  conservative  principles 
arising  from  State-rights  and  State-sovereignty, 
which  alone  can  give  her  peace  or  safety. 

Sir,  without  sovereij^tv  in  the  States — ^without 
the  right  of  secession  in  tne  States — ^we  live  under 
a  consolidated  despotism;  and  I  am  in  ikvor  of 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  secession  if  for  no  other 
purpose,  for  the  purpose  (as  J  intimated  in  the 
speech  i  delivered  the  other  day)  of  testing  the 
form  of  government  under  which  we  live. 

But  my  second  reason  for  not  calling  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  into  the  field  wasof  astill  higher 
and  more  controlling  nature.  For  twenty  years 
1  have  been  a  member  of  the  church  of  Cnrist. 
The  Senator  knows  it— everybody  knows  it.  I 
cannotrand  will  not,  dishonor  my  religious  pro- 
fession. If  he,  or  any  one  else,  supposes  that  I 
am  so  much  afraid  of  his  insults,  or  the  opinion 
which  requires  them  to  be  redressed  in  the  field, 
as  to  be  driven  by  them  to  abandon  the  pro^sion 
of  twenty  years ,  he  is  entirely  mistaken .  I  frankly 
admit  that  I  fear  Qod;  and  that  I  fear  him  more 
than  man.  Although  desirous  of  the  good  opin- 
ion of  all  men — (for  our  usefulness  is  very  largely 
dependent  on  the  ^;ood  opinion  of  our  fellows) — 
we  can  never  obtain  it  by  an  abandonment  of  the 
principles  we  profess.  True  courage  is  bast  evinced 
DT  the  firm  maintenance  of  our  principles  amidst 
all  temptations  and  all  trials.  I  did  not  assail  the 
Senator  from  Alabama.  He  assailed  me.  I  have 
defended  mvself;  and  in  doing  so,  if  he  has  seen 
any  fear  of  him  indicated  by  me,  he  is  welcome  to 
all  the  pride  and  gratification  it  can  impart.  If 
firmness  in  maintaining  even  wordly  principles  or 
a  coarse  of  worldly  policy  be  any  indication  of 
courage,  I  might  not  suffer  from  a  comparison 
with  even  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  1  have  not 
here  threatened  and  tried  to  bully  the  North;  and 
when  the  North  will  not  be  bullied,  and  puts  upon 
me  the  outrages  and  dishonors'  to  which  I  nad 
declared  resistance,  1  have  not  quietly  submKted, 
and  then  begged  the  *^  humble  pritri/ege"  of  sup- 
porting them.  1  have  not  afterwards  turned 
round  upon  one  of  those  who  was  battling  with 
me,  and  who  would  not  yield,  and  accused  him 
of  fear,  of  cowardice.  ^  Sir,  I  profess  the  pos- 
session of  no  extraordinary  courage;  but  I  trust 
I  hav«  the  courage  to  support  the  right  and  defy 
the  wrong,  although  bacxed  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing public  opinion.  North  and  South.  I  am  here 
alone;  but,  I  trust,  ^lone  without  fear.  Have 
I  auailed  before  any  of  you?  Senators,  answer, 
if  I  have  ever  done  so. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  says  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  sav  that  the  Senators  he  speaks  of  in  his 
speech  made  any  noise  in  cheering,  applauding, 
and  encouraging  me.    He  says,  he  supposed  every 
body  understod  him  to  mean  that  tney  did  not 
make  any  noise.    Those  who  were  present  here, 
and  knew  that  there  was  no  noise  by  applause  and 
cheering,  might  have  known  that  the  fact  was  not 
so.     I  will  not  say  they  could  have  known  bis 
construction  of  the  words  he  uses,  for  the  words 
themselves  are  too  plain  for  misunderstanding. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  applauding  and  cheering.' 
If  the  gentleman  will  turn  to  the  dictionary,  He 
will  find  that  to  applaud  is  to  clap  with  the  hands, 
strike  with  thft  feet,  or  make  some  noise  to  indicate 
approbation.    And  what  is  cheering  in  a  popular 
assembly  or  deliberative  bod v .'    Why,  intimating 
by  ahe  voice  approbation  of  what  is  said.    The 
Senator  says  that  these  gentlemen  not  only  cheered 
and  applauded  me,  but  that  they  also  encouraged 
me.     If  he  meant  that  to  applaud  and  cheer  were 
equiTfilent  to  encouragement,  why  put  applaud  and 
cheer  before  encouragement?    He  has  taken  that 
speech,  and  sent  it  down  into  Alabama.    He  s^nt 
it  to  the  yeomanry,  who,  he  says,  will  be  aston- 
ished  at  the  scene  he  depicts.    I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  be  prodigiously  astonished,  to  hear 
thai  abolition  Senators  on  this  floor  applauded  and 
cheered  me  when  I  moke;  and  probaoly  will  never 
be  undeceived  as  to  tne  truthfulness  of  what  they 
haTe   read  in  his  speech.     The   Senator  must 
do  one  of  two  things  to  eet  rid  of  the  predicament 
in  which  he  has  placed  himself;  he  must  stultify 
himself  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 

fuage,  or  he  did  mean  to  say  that  these  Senators 
id  applaud  and  cheer  me  here  in  (he  Senate.  Was 
that  asM^on  true?  It  is  totally  untrue.  It  is 
untraa  in  fiaet,  and  untrue  in  the  reasons  he  as- 
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signed  for  its  existence.  He  has  not  attempted  to 
show  that  the  words  he  used  meant  anything  be- 
side their  plain,  undoubted  signification. 

He  says  further,  that  I  acknowledged  myself  to 
be  a  traitor.  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  a  traitor ! 
When,  and  where?  Here  is  another  of  the  Sen- 
ator's facts.  When  the  late  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi [Mr.  Foots]  thought  proper  to  assert  that 
secessionists  were  traitocs,  did  1  stand  still  here 
under  the  imputation?  I  could  not  be  a  traitor, 
under  my  view  of  the  Constitution,  unless  I  were, 
like  that  Senator  from  Alabama,  a  rank  consoli- 
dationist.  Standing,  as  I  do,  a  citizen  of  South 
Carolina,  owing  allegiance  to  her  as  nfif  i^ereigu, 
1  cannot  be  a  traitor  in  obeying  her  mandates. 
And,  if  she  thinks  proper  to  secede  from  this 
Union— as  she  rightfully  has  the  power  to  do— my 
duty  and  my  allegiance  are  due  to  her.  Sir,  the 
traitors  to  this  Qovernment,  if  any  there  be^  are  the 
consolidationists.  They  are  traitors  against  the 
States,  to  whom  alone  they  owe  allegiance,  because 
they  deny  tlieir  sovereignty.  It  is  £ey  who  would 
break  down  the  whole  fabric  of  the  Government, 
and  make  it  simply  an  Austrian  despotism,  in 
which  their  reservea  rights  would  be  taken  away 
from  the  States.  1  do  not  say  they  are  traitors; 
but  I  say,  between  the  two  classes  of  politicians — 
the  State-rights  men,  who  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  sovereign  States,  affirming  that  they  are  parties 
to  the  constitutional  compact,  and  have  a  right  to 
secede  from  it  whenever  they  please— between 
them,  and  those  who  deny  the  right  of  the  States 
to  secede,  who  deny  that  the  States  are  sovereign, 
and  contend  here  for  a  consolidated  despotism— if 
there  be  treason,  it  is  on  the  paft  of  the  latter.  If 
any  are  traitors,  they  are  the  traitors — foul,  usurp- 
ing traitors  to  their  States. 

The  Senator  from  Alabama  further  says,  that  I 
brought  here  into  the  Senate  a  jniifoU  aflai^-*the 
statement  concerning  him,  which  Judge  Buford 
and  Mr.  McCall  have  put/orth  in  Alabama  for 
more  than  a  month  past.  When  I  came  to  Uie  city 
I  found  this  statement  here.  The  Senator  says  it 
is  a  private  matter.  It  was  no  private  matter.  It 
was  a  matter  afifecting  the  representative  of  a  sov- 
ereis;n  State,  and  the  dimity  of  this  Senate.  And 
while  he  talks  of  expulsion, and  says  that  I  wished 
to  vote  to  expel  John  Cluincy  Adams — an  assertion 
entirely  gratuitous — ^I  can  tell  him,  that  if  the  facts 
which  these  gentlemen  assert,  and  have  published 
in  the  public  papers,  be  true,  and  they  nad  been 
brought  forward  before  the  Senate  when  he  came 
here  to  take  his  seat,  he  never  would  have  been 
received  among  his  compeers'  in  this  illustrious 
body.  No,  sir;  never.  And  I  am  not  sure  if  he 
had  taken  his  seat,  and  a  resolution  had*  been 
offered  to  expel  him  from  the  Senate,  but  that  a  ma- 
jority of  this  body  would  have  passed  the  resolu- 
tion. On  this  point,  I  will  take  nothing  for  true 
but  what  the  Senator  himself  admits.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, you  know  Judge  Buford.  I  know  you  do; 
and  a  more  honorable  and  upright  and  truthful 
man  does  not  live  in  this  broad  land.  I  know 
him  also.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  McCall.  But  now, 
admitting  that  there  is  a  mistake  as  to  the  fact 
that  the  Senator  gave  a  written  pledge  to  uphold 
the  Whig  party,  which  these  gentlemen  assert  was 
seen  and  read  oy  them,  signed  by  him,  what  is  it 
that  1  understand  the  Senator  to  admit?  I  under- 
stand him  to  admit  that  which  I  asserted,  that  at 
the  caucus  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Alabama, 
he  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  were  the  ccuididates  for  the 
Senate,  and  he  was  defeated. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  No,  sir;  I  never  admitted 
any  such  thing. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Were  you  not  voted  for  in  the 
caucus  of  the  Democratic  party  ? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  If  you  wish  to  know  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  matter,  I  will  tell  them  to 
you.  

Mr.  RHETT.    I  wish  to  know  the  truth. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Some  members  got  together 
for  the  purpose  of  consultation^-not  to  hold  a  cau- 
cus. Mr.  Fitzpittrick's  friends,  finding  they  had 
a  majority  of  those  present  in  his  favor,  turned  in 
and  nominated  him.  The  very  next  day,  I  believe 
a  majority  of  that  caucus  met  and  rescinded  their 
resolutions.  There  never  was  any  more  of  that; 
and  the  Democrats  who  Toted  for  me,  represented 
a  majority  of  ten  thousand  of  the  Democratic 
▼oters  of  the  State. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  wish  to  know  the  truth  of  this 
matter.  I  understand  the  Senator  now  to  say  that 
there  was  do  eaucos  of  the  Demociatic  puty^ 


Mr.CLEMEINS.  There  was  no  regular  caucus. 
A  few  members  met  for  another  purpose,  and  the 
friendsof  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  bcinga  majority  of  those 
present,  nominated  him;  but  the  next  cfay  there 
was  n  •  caucus,  and  the  other  resolutions  were 
rescinded.    

Mr.  RHETT.  Well,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  the 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  party.  Was  not  that 
true? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  He  claimed  to  be  so,  but  I 
denied  it.  

Mr.  RHETT.  The  Senator,  then,  denies  that 
a  caucus  was  held,  or  that  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was 
the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  certainly 
was  not  iu  nominee.  A  Mr.  Davis,  a  Whig  in 
the  Whig  caucus,  (who  the  Senator  says  is  a  man 
of  honor,  and  was  his  friend,)  was  authorized  by 
him  to  express  his  views  and  opinions  to  th# 
Whig  party  at  a  Whig  caucus.  Do  I  understand 
that  to  be  the  case? 

Mr.  CLEM  ENS,  (in  his  seat.)  I  shall  answer 
no  more  questions  now. 

Mr.  R  HETT.  As  the  gentleman  has  <:orrected 
me  in  one  respect,  I  take  it  for  granted  he  will  cor- 
rect roe  again  if  1  should  fall  into  error.  He  goes 
to  the  Whig  caucus.  He  authorizes  a  friend,  a 
Whig  in  the  Whig  caucus,  to  state  his  opinions 
on  public  matters.  I  say  nothing  about  the  writ- 
ten pledge  said  to  have  been  giveii;  but  what  is 
the  result?  The  Whig  party,  as  a  party,  come 
out  and  vote  for  him  in  the  Legislature,  and  he  is 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and,  further 
still,  they  have  been  his  supporters  ever  since.  1 
do  not  wish  at  all  to  assert  anything  concerning 
the  Senator  which  is  not  true,  but  &us  fiir  I  un- 
derstand him  to  admit  is  true;  and  they  place  the 
Senator  in  a  position  very  little  different  from  that 
which  the  assertions  of  Judge  Buford  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Call place  him  in.  As  to  the  conflict  of  veracity 
between  the  Senator  and  the  writers  of  these  let- 
ters, I  leave  that  to  the  people  of  Alabama  to  de- 
termine. The  &cts  asserted  were  not  private 
matters.  They  were  public  matters— public  men 
acting  on  great  public  interests,  and  affecting  the 
well-being  of  a  whole  State,  and  the  dignity  of  this 
illustrious  body. 

1  shall  not  notiee  all  the  points  the  Senator 
has  made  this  morning  in  his  vindication,  but 
only  a  few,  rather  on  account  of  their  public 
importance,  than  for  his  discussion  of  them.  I 
stated  that  the  current  of  our  legislation  in  ad^ 
mitting  new  States  was,  that  Congress  passed  a 
law  previous  to  the  State  bein^  admitted  into  thei 
Union  for  her  to  make  a  Constitution  and  become 
a  State;  and  that  afler  thus  bang  a  State  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union.  That  was  my  proposi- 
tion. The  Senator  asserts  that  Florida  and  other 
States  came  into  the  Union  without  any  such  act. 
Sir,  he  is  totally  misinformed.  Before  i hose  States 
came  in,  there  was  an  act  passed  by  Congress  by 
which  they  were  authorized  to  form  a  State  and 
to  come  into  the  Union.  It  is  very  true,  as  in  the 
case  of  Florida,  that  the  people  had,  previous  to 
the  act  of  Confess,  made  a  constitution;  but  they 
did  not  come  in  here  until  Congress  passed  the 
law  by  which  they  wereauthori^  to  make  them* 
selves  a  State.  Congress  passed  the  law  first. 
The  people  of  Florida  then  adopted  the  Constitu- 
tion which  had  previously  been  made,  oiiganized 
themselves,  and  presented  themselves  here  for  ad- 
mission. So  it  was  with  the  other  States.  The 
question  between  the  Senator  and  myself  was  this: 
He  insisted  that  California  was  constitutionally 
admitted  into  the  Union,  because  it  was  the  prac- 
tice»  the  universal  practice,  in  this  Gk>vemment  to 
admit  Territories  as  States  into  the  Union,  and  that 
the  fact  of  their  admission  made  them  States.  That 
was  the  proposition  which  he  asserted .  I  said  that, 
on  the  contrary,  thepractice  had  been  that  the  Ter- 
ritories should  be  organized  into  free  and  independ- 
ent States,  by  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
and  thus  being  States,  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  tmit  in  this  way  only  could  the  words 
of  the  Constitution  be  fulfilled — which  says  **  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congress. "  The 
Senator  from  Alabiaroa  has  not  touched  the  poim 
in  his  remarks  which  he  ori^nslly  supported  and 
advanced,  nor  do  his  authorities. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  abolition  of  the  slare 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  penalty 
of  enumcipation,  was  in  force  here  befdre.  I  f  that 
was  the  case,  will  you,  Mr.  President,  or  any  one 
else,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  us  why  Congress  passed 
anylawtftallasapartoftheeoropromise?   Why 
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lere  have  been  so  much  contention  &a  to 
le  making  emancipation  the  penalty  pf 
ne^roea  Here  for  sole,  if  that  was  the  law 
Here,  a^ain,  the  Senator  is  at  fault, 
now  that  there  were  in  different  parta  of 
slave-pens,  as  they  were  called,  where 
;re  openly  brought  in  and  sold.  It  was 
:ss  that  evil  the  law  was  passed,  with  the 
)f  emancipation. 

enator  from  Alabama  alleges  he  did  not 
that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  not  a  secessionist 
pU,  but  only  that  he  was  against  a  State 
g  that  power.  The  Senator  bus  forgotten 
8.     Here  they  are: 

^  Cnlhoun  and  George  McDutQe  examined  the 
I  of  'dS  and  ^99  for  Uie  right  of  sece«non,  and 
ind  it  They  found,  as  they  thoturht,  nutuncatirm ; 
mtion  is  ilMlf  a  denial  of  seceMlon.*' 

is  not  that  affirming  distinctly  that  John 

un  never  affirmed  the  right  of  secession? 

itor  has  forgotten  his  own  speech.    There 

4)  be  a  peculiar  proclivitjr  on  the  part  of 

tor  continually  to  bring  in  Mr.  Calhoun 

rity  to  support  his  views,  but  always  with 

derstanding  or  misrepresentation  of  his 

Speaking  of  the  dismemberment  of 

rhich  be  de^nds  in  his  December  speech, 

ezt  measure  of  which  complaint  ha*  been  made, 
»«ulinK  the  boundary  of  Texa*.  Weil,  ur,  it  so 
lat  this  also  is  a  Southern,  not  a  Northern  meas- 
wzft  introduced  by  a  Southern  man,  passed  by 
rotes,  and  ratified  by  the  people  of  the  only  South- 
nrho  had  any  direct  interest  m  it.  It  further  han- 
Mr.  Calhoun,  die  great  leader  of  the  South, 
life,  has  led  on  record  his  deliberate  opinion  that 
er  hid  a  shadow  of  tiUe  to  one  tbot  of  the  territory 
dered  to  the  General  Government.  He  asserted 
leboundaryofTexas  was  the  middle  of  the  desert 
he  Neuces  and  the  Rio  Grande.  We  gave  to 
e  hundred  miles  on  the  Rio  Grande,  which,  in  his 
id  not  belong  to  her.'* 

IS  a  gross  misr^resentation  of  Mr.  CaJ- 
pinions.  Mr.  Calhoun  asserted  that  the 
was  the  boundary  of  Texas,  before  we 
Mexican  territory  by  the  Mexican  war. 
ipon  tlie  question  of  the  Mexican  war, 
s  boundary  of  Texas  was  disputed  and 
le,  that  Mr.  Calhoun  said  her  boundary 
ixtend  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  people  of 
nd  the  Government  here  took  the  ground 
cas  did  extend  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Hence 
;^ere  ordered  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the 
I  war  arose.  But  when  the  weu>  was 
nd,  by  n  treaty,  the  Rio  Qrande  was  made 
dary  of  Texas,  by  a  map  attached  thereto, 
r  heard  Mr.  Calnoun  aeny  that  the  Rio 
yvas  the  boundary  of  Texas  ?  That  which 
9re  disputable,  and  occasioned  the  w/ir, 
led  by  the  war.  And  now,  because  Mr. 
,  previous  to  that  settlement,  expressed 
opinion  as  to  the  boundary  of  Texas,  the 
says  that  Mr.  Calhoun  was  in  favor  of 
lemberment  of  Texas  after  the  treaty  was 

'ord  more  upon  an  important  subject,  and 

one.    The  sovereignty  of  the  States  is  of 

last  importance.    The  Senator  from  Ala- 

[though  he  complains  of  the  confusion  of 

d  language  in  others  concerning  it,  seems 

have  himself  no  very  clear  or  distinct 

sovereignty.    1  agree  with  htm  that  sov- 

must  be  the  supreme  authority  in  a  State. 

down  the  proposition,  and  I  assent  to  it; 

,  then,  does  he  talk  of  the  States  and  the 

Governmentbeingboth  sovereign ?    Who 

rd  of  two  sovereignties  in  a  State?    One 

supreme;  and  that  which  is  supreme  is 

n.    Sovereignly  is  the  supreme,  ultimate 

y.    That  authority,  I  maintain,  resides  in 

^s.    And  yet  here,  because  certain  powers 

eigntv  are  exercised  by  the  General  Gov- 

,  he  claims  that  the  States  have  surren- 

1  their  sovereignty.    A  man  has  powers 

titles,  and  may  use  them  in  concert  or  sub- 

9n  to  others.    Has  he  therefore  destroyed 

So  with  sovereLnity.    It  is  the  highest 

fof  the  land.  But  it  may  extr<*ise  iu 
sovereignty  in  concert  with  other  States, 
do  so  by  special  treaty;  it  may  do  so 
form  of  govommsnt  in  which  we  ar». 
lovereiguty  therefore  parted  with  or  an- 
l?    Surely  not.    Certain  powers  of  sov- 

are  exercised  together  by  the  States 
the  General  Government;  but  the  States 
•t  surrendered  their  sovereignty.     They 

supreme,  and  may  resume  those  powers 
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whenever  they  think  proper.  Sovereignty  ^inot 
be  divided.  There  cannot  be  two  supreme  au- 
thorities— that  is  an  absurdity;  and  it  is  on  that 
point  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  confusion  of  the 
Senator  exists.  He  asserts  that  there  is  no  sov- 
ereignty in  the  States;  and  then,  in  the  next  breath, 
he  says  they  are  sovereign  in  certain  particulars. 
They  are  sovereign  in  all  particulars,  or  in  none. 
This  Government  acts  by  their  authority,  and  by 
no  other  authority — and  they  are  thus  sovereign; 
or  this  Government  is  the  supreme  authority,  and 
they  have  no  sovereignty.  TTie  distinction,  which 
the  Senator  does  not  seem  to  understand,  is  be- 
tween sovereignty,  and  the  powers  of  sovereignty. 

I  do  not  mean  to  jfo  into  the  various  matters  of 
explanation  concerning  the  speech  which  I  made. 
I  nave  put  down  the  i^enato^  from  Alabama  ex- 
actly in  his  own  words.  I  have  read  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  shall  print  what  he  has  said.  It  will  be 
read.  If  his  replies  are  sufficient  to  refute  his 
own  words,  as  I  have  placed  them  down,  be  it  so. 
I  only  say,  that,  according  to  my  conception  of  it, 
he  has  failed  in  his  effort.  There  is  nothing,  in 
my  judgment,  which  the  gentleman  has  said,  that 
refutes  the  antagonistic  positions  he  took  in  his 
former  siieeches  and  his  December  speech.  They 
are  totally  inconsistent  and  irreconcilable.  '  But  if  ' 
he  can  reconcile  them,  it  is  very  well  for  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  rose  yesterday,  it  was 
my  intention  to  have  addressed  myself  also  to 
certain  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Cass,]  but  my  strength  failed;  and  the  con- 
troversy with  the  Senator  from  Alabama  has  taken 
up  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  that  I  feel 
it  would  be  a  trespass  to  detain  them  longer  on . 
these  matters.  I  snail,  therefore,  reserve  what  I 
have  to  say  to  a  more  convenient  opportunity, 
when  1  hope  to  address  myself  to  the  Senator  from 
Michigan. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
add  but  a  word  or  two.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  says  that  he  anticipated  when  he  made 
this  assault  upon  me  that  it  would  be  repelled,  and 
met,  as  he  terms  it,  by  renewed  insult.  The  Sena- 
tor then  placed  himself  in  a  very  disagreeable  sit- 
uation, with  very  little  provocation. 

As  for  his  reasons  for  not  replying  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  thought  he  ought  to  have  replied,  I 
have  only  tliis  to  say:  I  am  the  equal  of  that  Sena- 
tor in  all  things— equal  in  place,  eoual  in  learn- 
in|^,  equal  in  reputation,  eoual  in  the  estimation 
of^this  Senate,  equal  in  the  estimation  of  the 
country — and  I  thought,  of  course,  when  he 
made  his  attack,  that  ne  expected  and  desired  it 
to  terminate  without  the  Senate.  As  to  his  being 
a  member  of  the  church,  I  never  beard  of  that 
until  last  night.  When  I  did  hear  it,  I  determined 
at  once  to  use  no  more  offensive  expressions, 
although  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  it  ought  to 
have  prevented  the  provocation  rather  than  proved 
an  excuse  for  avoiding  the  consequences.  How 
could  I  suppose  that  he  was  a  professing  chris- 
tian— that  night  after  night  he  had  laid  ms  head 
upon  his  pillow,  with  the  prayer  upon  his  lips 
*'  foigive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those 
who  trespass  against  us,"  while  he  was  cherish- 
ing in  his  heart  of  hearts  a  malignant  bitterness 
which  would  have  done  credit  to  a  fiend?  How 
could  I  suppose  that  he  was  planning  even  at  the 
foot  of  the  altar  a  cold-blooded  and  deliberate  as- 
sault upon  the  reputation  of  a  feljow  man? 

As  for  the  Buford  letter  to  which  he  has  again 
alluded  to-day,  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  the  Sen- 
ate with  any  remarks  about  it.  It  is  a  matter  be- 
tween me  and  my  constituents,  imd  I  wDl  settle  it 
with  them.  Nor  have  I  any  reply  to  make  to  his 
criticisms  on  the  words  he  has  read;  if  he  will  not 
see,  it  is  his  fault — ^if  he  cannot,  it  is  not  my  prov- 
ince to  enlighten  him. 

At  the  cbse  of  the  discussion,  tha  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 

MoKOAT,  March  1, 1859. 

Prayer  by  xho  Rev.  Littlktov  F.  MoaoAv. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  prtsentfd  a  mMBorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Indiana,  prajring  that  the  transport*tioQ 
of  the  mails  on  Sunday  nuiy  be  prohibited  by  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  CommittM  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  two  memorials  of  assistant  marthals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Census  in  ladiana,  praying 


additional  compensation;  which  were  refeiredto 
tlie  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  inomorid  of 
James  M.  Gatewood,  praying  the  appoinimenl  of 
a  tribunal  to  review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  against  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  select  comnuttee  a{g>ointed  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Adams  and  others,  assistant  marshals  for 
taking  the  Seventh  Censtis  in  Maine,  praying 
additional  compensation;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  several  j>eUtion3  of 
deputy  marshals  for  taking  the  Seveoth  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  wbid 
were  referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
Palmer  for  himselrand  other  soldiers  who  vere 
disabled  by  the  loss  of  limbs  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  praying  an  increase  of  the  pensioos 
allowed  them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  remonstrating  against  an  extension 
of  Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine; 
which  was  referrca  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

^  Also,  tlie  petition  of  James  McGr^or,  jr.,  as- 
signee of  Anthony  W.  Jones,  praying  to  haTe  his 
patent  ante-dated;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  mt 
morial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  pniyiii{ 
that  so  much  of  Uie  military  reservation  at  Fort 
Howard  as  is  not  required  for  the  use  of  thttpost 
jfnay  be  disposed  of-,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  of  citizess 
of  Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvaaia,  remonstn* 
ting  against  the  further  extension  of  Woodworth's 
patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  tlie  Patent  Of- 
fice. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Ar- 
kansas Valley  ludlroad  company,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Van  Buren  to  Fort 
Smith,  in  that  State;  which  wtta  ordered  to  be Uid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citlxens  of  Arkansas,  pray- 
ine  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Grand 
Gmize  to  Searcy,  in  that  State;  which  wu  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  citizeoiof 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  remoDitraiinc 
against  the  further  extension  of  Woodwofth'i 
patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offce. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Connell,  in  behalf  of  sundry  roerchanu  residing 
in  New  York,  Boston,  PhiUdelphia,  aiid  Baju- 
more,  praying  the  return  of  duties  paid  uno^ 
the  tariff  of  I&8,  on  goods  which  were  ordered 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  tans',  but  did  not 
arrive  until  after  it  went  into  effect;  which  wt«r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  memorial  of  Htnry 
May,  administrator  of  William  A.  Slacam,  d^ 
ceased,  praying  the  payment  of  his  claim  *i^^ 
the  Government  of  Mexico;  which  was  tturrtA 
to  the  selsct  commiU«e  appointed  on  the  suhject. 

Mr.  BELL  submitted  documtnu  in  suf>port  of 
the  claim  of  WilUara  Read  to  compensauon^ 
services  in  the  Indian  war  during  the  year  1783; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims.  ..         . , 

Jjir.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  mmom 
of  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  a  grant  of  Md  to 
ths  Stats  for  tha  construction  of  the  B^nJJfJ^ 
and  Missouri  river  railroad;  which  wu  muita 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lutda. 

Also,  eommunioations  from7ossphA.K«ly^» 
in  iavor  of  a  grant  of  land  for  the  b«»«"VfV.*^ 
town  of  Kansiville,  lawa;  which  wsrt  iwrm  v> 
the  Committes  on  Public  Lands.  , 

Mr.  JONES,  of  lowa.prswntri  lbs  pwojstf- 
inga  of  a  convention  of  delegates  fh)ro  fo«n«* 
counties  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  held  »i  j^J^ 
in  fcvor  of  a  donation  of  land  for  ths  BoA^ 
and  MiMouri  river  raflroad;  whish  were  rtfenta 
to  tht  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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Mr.  DAWSON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legiaiature  of  Georgia  in  favor  of  the  doctrines 
of  neutrality  and  non-intervention;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  m  favor  of  the  construction  of  a 
new  canal  around  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ct\- 
nals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFERRBD. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was  ^ 

Ordrredf  That  the  documents  on  the  fileK  of  the  Senate 

mlaiiniE  to  the  claiiu  of  Anthony  Rankiii,  be  referrpti  to  the 

Cooimittee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 
OrdereJ,  That  the  mem^al  of  Jaine*  McGivgor,  Junior, 
adiuinistrator  of  Wally  &  Donaldsion,  and  the  memorial  of 
John  Powell,  aaidgnee  of  Thomas  Powell,  presented  the 
96cb  of  February  lant.  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject  of  claims  against  Mexico. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial of  citizeos  of  New  York  in  behalf  of  Daniel  Doland. , 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joshua  Kennedy, 
deceased,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  resolutions  passed 
at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Wayne  county>  Indiana, 
relating  to  a  division  of  certam  Indian  territory, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.    They  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  documents  presented 
on  the  20th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  treatment  of 
passengers  in  steam  vessels  going  to  and  from 
California,  and  a  communication  of  citizens  of 
Bnmswick,  Maine,  on  the  same  subject,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  there- 
of; which  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS* 

Mr.  MALLORY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Post- 
master General  to  convey  the  mails  in  steamers 
between  New  Orleans  and  Key  West,  and  certain 
intermediate  points. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion io  ask  leaVfe  to  introdiice  a  bill  for  ^e  relief  of 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  Company. 

GOVERNOR  AND  JUDGES  OP  OREGON. 
Mr.  ATCHISON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  C«»mmittee  on  Territoriefl  be  inftriieted 
to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  so  amemUnf  an  act  to 
establish  the  territorial  tovemmentot'Oreion  ,asto  author- 
txe  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  said  Territory  to  elect 
their  Governor  and  judges. 

THE  STEAMSHIP  BALTIC. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  submit  the  motion 
that  when  theSenateadjoumsto-day,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Wednesday.  The  ground  of  the  motion 
is,  that  a  steam-ship,  which  is  very  interesting  in 
its  connection  with  the  commerce  of  the  country 
and  with  questions  which  are  before  Congress,  la 
in  our  port,  and  that  Congress  have  been  invited, 
I  understand,  to  visit  it  to-morrow.  I  believe  the 
time  would  be  well  spent,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, and  I  submit  the  motion. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  trust  tliat  that  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail.  I  think  the  business  of  the 
Senate  is  so  much  in  arrear,  that  the  Senate  ought 
not  now  to  adopt  the  proposition.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GWlN.  Like  my  friend  from  Iowa,  I  am 
generally  very  much  opposed  to  these  adjoum- 
mcftts.  But  1  hope  the  Senate  will  adjourn  over 
for  the  purpose  or  examtnine  the  fine  steam-ship 
how  in  our  waters,  but  which  will  leave  here  the 
day  aAer  to^norrow.  I  am  as  much  interested  in 
constant  sessions  of  the  Senate  as  any  member  of 
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this  body;  but  I  do  not  think  we  can  employ  our- 
selves better  in  facilitating  business  hereafter,  than 
by  adjourning  over  for  a  day,  as  proposed  by  tlie 
Senator  from  New  York. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  i  concur  with  the  views 
submitted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa. 
There  are  other  interests 'that  want  special  protec- 
tion. I  understand  that  this  vessel  comes  here  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  exhibition  and  of  giving 
an  entertainment,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  money 
from  the  Treasury.  They  say  they  cannot  com- 
pete with  British  vessels.  Wny,  sir,  that  is  just 
what  the  iron  interests  have  been  long  saying  in 
Pennsylvania;  and  it  is  just  what  the  men  who 
liave  been  engaged  in  maicing  cotton,  goods  say; 
and  vet,  unless  they  can  come  here  and  give  an 
exhibition  of  their  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, for  tlie  purpose  of  getting  special  legislation, 
they  receive  no  attention.  I  think  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  spend  its  time  in  visiting  a  ship  in 
this  way,  and  under  these  circumstances.  I  think 
the  Senate  might  spend  its  time  more  profitably  in 
looking  to  other  interests  which  are  waiting  to  ob- 
tain its  attention. 

Mr.  GWIN.  The  Senator  certainly  has  for- 
gotten the  exhibitions  of  the  iron  iuteresu  we  have 
heretofore  had  in  this  city.  Their  committees  have 
kept  open  houses  here  tor  years  past,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  special  legislation  for  their  benefit. 
They  have  had  free  access  to  our  committee  rooms; 
and  aided  materially  in  preparing  the  tanfif  of  '42. 
Persons  representing  the  cotton  and  iron  interests 
have  controlled  the  legislation  of  this  country  here- 
tofore. In  regard  to  this  matter,  it  is  binding  on 
no  member  to  vote  an  appropriation  increasing  the 
compensation  for  carryiue  the  mails  in  these  ves- 
sels merely  because  he  looKs  at  and  examines  them. 
No  one  is  pledged  by  doing  so.  The  exhibition 
is  given  for  no  such  purpose  as  has  been  intimated 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  So  far  as  the 
cotton  and  the  iron  interests  are  concerned,  I  hope 
they  have  had  their  day,  and  that  they  will  not  be 
permitted  to  control  our  legislation  or  our  acts 
nereafter,  as  the  Senator  seems  so  earnestly  to 
desire. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  do  not  represent  any 
particular  interest,  but  I  think  that  all  ought  to 
nave  the  same  chance.  The  iron  men  of  Pennsyl- 
vania cannot  hnos  their  iron  establishments  here. 

Mr.  GWIN.  fhey  can  bring  their  men  here, 
and  that  amounts  to  the  same  thmg. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  If  they  do  come,  I  have 
not  seen  them.  It  would  be  diflicult  for  them  to 
get  their  furnaces  here.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
they  ought  to  have  any  particiUar  legislation  for 
their  benefit,  but  i  do  say  that  this  is  not  a  proper 
mode  of  obtaining  legislation. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  seems  to  me  that  tliis 
proposition,  and  tlie  remarks  it  has  called  forth, 
present  rather  a  strange  state  of  things  before  the 
Senate  and  the  country.  It  seems  to  me  to  have 
brought  forth  the  statement — I  presume,  of  course, 
based  upon  facts — that  the  legislation  of  this  conn- 
try  for  years  past  has  been  sought  to  be  controlled, 
and  to  some  extent  has  been  controlled,  by  exhi- 
bitions, such  as  is  now  making  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  this  city — that  great  money-in- 
terests have  come,  with  their  agents  and  their 
exhibitions,  and  by  their  mit-door  pressure  made 
themselves  felt  in  the  legislation  of  Congress. 
And  during  the  short  term  of  service  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  being  here,  this  out-door  pressure 
has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  as  humble  an  indi- 
vidual as  myself,  to  induce  legislation  and  extract 
money  from  the  public  Treasury,  which  has,  it  is 
evident,  gone  into  the  hands  of  individual  specu- 
lators and  large  capitalists.  The  honor  as  well  as 
the  interest  of  this  country,  and  especially  the 
honor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  require 
that  we  should  turn  our  face  from  such  proposi- 
tions— turn  away  with  scorn  and  contempt  from 
ail  such  exhibitions — repudiate  the  use  of  such 
influences  for  electioneering,  lobbying,  and  log- 
rolling here,  for  the  purpose  of  controlHng  and 
influencing  the  votes  of  members  of  Congress.  I 
am  an  humble  member  of  this  body — the  hum- 
blest on  this  floor  in  all  respecte;  but  I  feel  bound 


to  say  of  this  proposition,  coming  from  capitalists 
in  any  quarter  of  the  country,  that  I  consider  it  a 
direct  insult  to  any  one  having  the  honorable  im- 
pulses of  a  mon  and  a  patriot  in  his  bosom. 

Mr.  SE  WARD.  Mr.  President,  it  is  of  course 
for  everv  Senator  to  determine  for  himself  what 
susceptibility  he  has  to  improper  influences;  but 
it  is  not  for  one  Senator  to  determine  for  others. 
Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  and  that  every  Senator  here,  is 
capable  of  examining  the  steamship  Baltic,  and 
even  of  receiving  hospitalities  on  board  of  her,  if 
such  are  proflTered,  without  at  all  compromitting, 
in  his  own  mind,  the  feelings  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  govern,  him  in  regard  to  appropriations 
from  the  public  Treasury.  Such  a  thought  never 
occurred  to  me.  1  have  no  opinion  made  up  in 
regard  to  any  claim  upon  Congress  in  regara  (o 
appropriations  for  this,  or  any  other  line  of  steam- 
ers; but  I  am  willing  to  be  informed;  1  am  willing 
to  learn;  and  I  do  aSroit  this  fact  in  regard  to  this 
question,  (if  it  be  proper  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
a  question  before  Congress  on  such  a  motion  as 
this,)  that  the  country  has  a  right,  at  a  crisis  of 
deep  and  exciting  interest  in  r^;ard  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  to  demand  that  we  should 
determine  the  question  whether  we  shall  secure 
the  commercial  ascendency  of  the  world,  or  shall 
suffer  it  to  pass  from  our  grasp.  The  question  is 
one  in  which  the  nation  has  a  deep  interest.  I 
am  desirous,  for  one,  that  those  who  have  called 
our  attention  to  this  subieet  shall  receive  every 
proper  consideration,  and  that  they  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  their  claims  in  the 
most  favorable  manner  possible. 

So  far  as  the  argument  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  is  coticemeu,  I  can  say  to  him 
that  I  have  no  such  preference  for  one  interest 
over  another  as  would  sway  m v  judgment  in  favor 
of  a  conmiercial  to  the  prejudice  of  a  manufac- 
turing interest;  and  that  of  ail  others,  the  measure 
which  I  should  support  with  the  utmost  cordiality 
would  be  a  measure  for  the  protection  and  relief 
of  the  iron  manufactures,  if  it  be  not  possible 
for  the  manufactories  and  furnaces  to  be  removed 
here,  and  have  Congress  visit  them  here,  it  would 
give  me  ^eat  pleasure  to  go  with  him  to  examine 
the  condition  of  those  manufactories  in  his  State, 
as  it  has  always  given  me  great  pleasure  to  see 
such  manufactories  flourishing  in  my  own.  1 
hope  the  motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  E^-esident,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  touch  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
owners  of  this  line  of  steam-ships  should  receive  the 
additional  compensation  which  they  claim.  But  it* 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  an  unnecessary  excite- 
ment in  regard  to  this  matter,  both  on  the  part  of 
my  friend  from  Arkansas,  and  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
manifest  such  excitement  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  give  Senators  an  opportunity  to  inspect 
this  vessel.  It  is  simply  a  proposition  to  allow  us 
to  look  at  an  exhibition  of  American  skill,  and 
that  relating  to  a  question  in  which  the  maritime 
superiority  of  this  country  or  of  her  great  rival  is 
concerned.  Is  there  anything  improper  in  the 
owners  of  these  vessels  exhibiting  one  of  their  line, 
when  they  have  before  Congress  a  petition  Aor  in- 
creased compensation,  grounded  on  the  fact,  as 
they  state  in  their  memorial,  that,  with  a  view  to 
maintain  the  superiority  of  American  skill  in  refer- 
ence to  steamers  upon  the  ocean,  they  have  gone 
beyond  the  extent  of  their  contract  with  the  De- 
partment, and  have  constructed,  re^rdless  of 
expense,  vessels  which  have  been  unrivaled,  both 
as  regards  their  speed « and  tlieir  comfort  and  mag- 
nificence in  every  respect.  Now,  if  they  send 
here  one  of  their  vessels,  in  order  that  we  may 
inspect  her,  and  see  if  there  is  no  delusion  in  refer- 
ence to  their  representations,  by  evidence  which 
no  man  ran  resist,  is  there  anything  improper  in 
that,  as  an  argument  addressed  to  the  intelligence 
of  Congress  ?  Is  there  anything  which  appeals  to 
an  improper  sentiment,  or  an  improper  motive  on 
the  part  of  Senators,  for  the  purpose  of  determine 
ing  whether  th$  compensation  asked  for  should  be 
made  ?    The  compensation  is  asked  to  be  made  on 
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the  CTOund  of  extraordinary  expense;  because  the  | 
parties  embarked  in  the  contract,  regardless  of  ex- 
pense,  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  country  and 
the  suprcmac]^  of  the  seas  sought  to  be  wrested 
firom  Ureal  Britain,  and  that  in  reference  to  a  rival 
line  which  had  anteriorly  commanded  almost  the 
entire  postage  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  Tne  question  is  of  great  importance.  Is 
not  the  argument  a  (air  one,  by  which  they  offer 
to  exhibit  to  you  the  vessel,  by  which  you  may 
judge  with  your  own  eyes  whether  it  comes  up  to 
the  representatioDS  they  have  made  upon  paper  ? 
Does  that  appeal  to  any  unworthy  motive  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate?  I  trust  that  I  shall  stand  in 
this  body — (and  before  I  leave  it,  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  be  convinced  of  it)— as  unassailable  by  any 
influence  connected  with  capital,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  any  man  on  this  floor.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  present  proposition  involves  no  in- 
fluence of  the  kind.  It  is  perfectly  fair  on  the 
part  of  the  owners.  It  requires  no  excitement. 
It  eonnecU  itself  in  no  way,  that  I  can  see,  with 
the  iron  interest,  or  any  other  interest;  but  it  is 
proposing  to  give  us  specific  information  about  a 
subject  on  which  we  are  called  upon  to  legislate. 
As  to  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the  reouest  of 
the  parties  as  contained  in  their  memorial,  I  say 
nothing.  It  is  a  matter  of  entire  indifference  to  me 
whether  I  now  test  the  truth  of  the  matter  stated 
in  their  memorial,  or  not,  because  it  has  been  my 
fortune  to  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  twice  in  these 
steamers;  therefore  it  is  not  now  for  the  pnrnose 
•f  allowing  myself  an  opportunity  to  inspect  them 
that  I  vote  for  this  motion. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Delaware  mistook  the  view  which  I  took  of  this 
matter.  It  was  not  that  I  have  any  objection  to 
these  steamers  coming  here.  Certainly,  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  I  should  never  have  an  abjec- 
tion to  any  gentlemen,  or  any  company,  who 
have  invested  their  money  in  any  branch  of  in- 
dustry whatever  coming:  here  and  exhibiting  their 
goods  or  their  enterprise  to  the  public;  but  the 
objection  which  I  make  is,  that  this  proposition 
comes  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
involves  its  oflicial  action.  Now,  if  gentlemen 
wish  to  go  as  individuals,  or  as  Senators,  to  en- 
tiehten  tneir  own  judgment  by  examining  this 
•hip,  surely  there  is  plenty  of  time  during  the 
twenty-four  hours  in  which  they  can  do  so,  with- 
out trenching  on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  which 
we  know  is  now  demanded  by  the  press  of  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  ofprivate  individuals 
having  just  claims  upon  the  Grovemment.  Busi- 
ness IS  pressing  us,  and  we  are  not  able  to  do  it 
promptly.  If  the  purpose  is  to  eain  information, 
which'  it  is  said  is  so  desirable  to  enable  us  to 
Ic^slate  with  a  proper  understanding  of  the  merits 
of  ^e  case,  would  it  not  be  an  appropriate  plan  to 
bring  forward  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  the  Senate  to  go  and  make  an  examination  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  entirely  satisfactory  ?  If 
that  were  the  object  of  the  proposition,  this  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  an  appropriate  plan.  But  what 
is  the  proposition  ?  We  have  all  received  invita- 
tions to  go  on  board  this  steamer.  Is  it  for  the 
purpose  of  having  members  of  Congress  go  to 
look  at  the  matter  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  legislate  under- 
•tandingly  f  No  sir;  there  is  to  be  an  entertain- 
ment, to  which  ladies  and  gentlemen  are  invited; 
and  if  we  go  on  board  the  vessel  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, shall  we  belikelyto  get  the  information 
which  is  desired?  Certainly  not.  If  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  get  this  information  to  enable  us  to  legislate 
properly,  let  a  proposition  be  made  that  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  be  appointed  to  get  the  aid  of 
competent  en^neers  ana  scientific  men,  and  go 
and  examine  into  the  questions  involved  ui  our 
oflicial  action  here.  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  such  a  proposition.  But  the  present  proposi- 
tion to  adjourn  the  Senate,  neglect  the  public  busi- 
ness that  IS  pressing  upon  us,  and  requiring  more 
of  our  time  than  we  are  now  able  to  give  to  it,  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  in  a  festival,  and  thus 
bring  us  within  the  attempt,  and  make  us  recog- 
nize the  attempt  to  influence  our  action  and  control 
us  here  by  this  out-side,  out-door  influence,  I  can 
understand  in  no  other  way  than  that  these  per- 
sons are  acting  upon  a  saying  we  sometimes  hear 
throughout  the  countr}' — a  proposition  which  is  an 
insult  in  itself— 4hat  the  nearest  way  to  the  hearts 
and  understanding  of  Senators  is  down  their 
throats. 


Mr.  MALLORY.  Mr.  President,  the  Ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  Senate  shall  adjourn  till  Wed- 
nesday; and  the  object  of  the  adjournment  is  to 
aflford  Senators  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  steam- 
ship Baltic,  Is  the  object,  as  stated  here,  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  occasion  the  adjournment  of 
this  body?  If  it  be  so,  I  should  hke  to  hear  it 
stated.  There  is  a  very  singular  coincidence  here. 
There  is  an  application  pending  from  the  proprie- 
tors of  this  line  for  an  increase  of  their  compensa- 
tion of  some  sixty  per  cent.  They  ask  to  have  it 
increased  from  |a85,000  to  $600,000.  While  that 
application  is  pending  before  the  naval  committee, 
we  find  this  steamer  m  oiir  waters,  and  an  invita- 
tion on  the  table  of  Senators  to  go  on  board  of 
her. 

But  it  is  sought  to  justify  this  adjournment,  on 
the  ground  that  it  will  aflbrd  Senators  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  ship  and  testing  the  fact, 
whether  she  be  or  be  not  nt  to  carry  the  mail  on 
her  voyages.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very  singular  at- 
tempt. Dees  the  Senate  suppose,  for  a  single 
moment,  that  its  members  would  be,  are  capable  of 
such  an  examination  on  this  visit  of  ceremoby 
Such  an  examination  would  require  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  minutest  details,  to  be  carried  on  for 
weeks — requiring  an  investigation  of  every  part 
of  the  ship.  Is  the  Senate  informed  that  we  have 
officers  paid  and  stationed  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  who  have  examined  this  very  vessel,  and 
that  they  have  given  her  a  certificate?  The  very 
fact  that  she  has  a  certificate,  and  that  she  is  here, 
is  prima  facie  evidence  that  she  is  fit  to  perform 
that  service.  If  she  is  not  competent,  she  ought 
not  to  be  here  at  all.  We  take  it  for  granted  that 
she  is,  in  all  respects,  competent  for  this  purpose. 

Now,  this  singular  coincidence  ocrurring,  of 
this  vessel  being  in  our  waters  at  this  moment, 
when  the  application  of  the  proprietors  is  before 
the  Senate  tor  an  increased  compensation,  though 
the  youngest  member  of  this  body,  it  would  cause 
me  at  once  to  examine  the  estimates  put  forth  on 
which  increased  compensation  is  based;  and,  if  I 
had  no  other  objection,  1  should  vote  against  it 
now  on  that  account.  If  diere  be  Senators  who 
desire  to  institute  a  personal  examination  into  the 
fitness  and  speed  of  this  vessel,  1  ho^  they  will 
take  the  opportunity;  but  I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  compelling  other  Senators,  who  have  no 
such  desire,  and  teel  a  perfect  incompetency  to 
make  such  an  examination,  to  go  on  board  of  tier. 
I  hope  they  will  not  compel  others  who  are  dis- 
posea  to  sit  here  and  perform  their  duties  to  their 
constituents,  to  adjourn.  Liet  those  go  on  board 
who  desire  to  do  so,  without  an  adjournment.  1 
have  no  desire  to  go.  1  have  no  doubt  that  a  per- 
fee.t  scientific  examination  and  report  of  this  vessel 
is  now  in  the  Navy  Department,  where,  if  any 
Senator  wishes  to  see  it,  ne  can  dc^so. 

Mr.  BORLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say  but 
one  or  two  words,  i  shall  vote  against  this  ad- 
journment over;  and  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  for 
the  steam-ship  and  also  for  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate,  that  any  such  motion  has  been  made.  I 
have  had  occasion  to  examine  this  contract  which 
has  been  inade  for  these  ships,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  contractors  have  complied  with  their 
contract,  and  I  feel  sure  that  they  nave  so  complied 
with  it  as  to  do  credit  both  to  themselves  and  to 
the  country.  1  have  examined  the  application 
which  is  before  Congress  for  additional  remunera- 
tion to  them,  and  I  think  it  is  an  entirely  reason- 
able one,  and  such  a  one  as  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  going  to  oenefit  either 
the  country  or  the  proprietors  themselves  to  bring 
up  and  discuss  in  tne  abstract,  questions  which  it 
would  take  time  to  investigate;!  shall,  therefore, 
vote  against  this  adjournment  over.  If  I  were  a 
judge  of  steam-ships  and  desired  to  see  this  one,  I 
would  go  and  do  so  without  neglectins  my  duties 
here.  I  do  not,  however,  desire  to  ao  so.  But 
at  the  same  time,  that  my  vote  may  not  be  mis- 
construed, I  will  state  that  1  have  fully  investigated 
the  matter,  and  think  this  contract  has  been  com- 
plied with  creditably  on  thepartof  thecoiHrantors 
and  creditably  to  the  country;  and  I  think  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  find  it  to  be 
their  own  interest  and  the  interest  of  the  nation  to 
sustain  this  line,  which  I  trust  they  will  do,  and 
not  come  to  any  determination  of  it  in  passion  or 
prejudice  arising  from  a  supposed  attempt  at  elec- 
tioneering, but  look  at  the  question  as  aflTecting 


the  commerce  and  the  mail  service  of  the  coon* 
try. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  I  thought  the  effect  of  ad- 
journing over  to-morrow  would  be  to  retard  iht 
business  of  the  Senate,  1  should  vote  against  the 
proposition;  but  1  do  not  think  that  will  be  the  ef- 
fect of  it.  The  proposition  meets  my  approba- 
tion, not  because  1  desire  to  see  this  vessel,  bat 
because  1  thought  it  would  be  proper  that  other 
Senators  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  to. 
The  Senator  from  Florida  objected  to  this  propo* 
sition,  on  the  ground  that  an  accurate  juc^mem 
could  not  be  formed  of  such  a  ship  without  a  mi- 
nute examination.  Bnt  1  presume  one  may  be 
able  to  judge  of  a  picture  and  its  magnificence, 
though  not  a  painter;  onemay  judgeof  a  building, 
though  he  be  not  an  architect  So  I  think  that 
one  may  form  some  judgment  of  these  vessels  with- 
out going  into  n  thorough  investieattbn  of  tJtrj 
part.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  examiiiatioD 
of  such  a  ship  would  make  an  impression  os  the 
minds  of  others  such  as  it  made  on  my  own— it 
would  arouse  a  vast  deal  of  national  pride,  a  oa- 
tional  feeling  in  favor  of  this  line  of  steamers.  If 
the  line  cannot  be  sustained  without  additiooal 
compensation — and  I  know  nothing  of  the  facta  of 
the  case — the  interests  of  the  country  require  thai 
it  should  be  sustained  by  additional  compeosa- 
ticHi. 

Though  I  support  the  naotion,  and  desire  that 
Senators  shall  see  this  noble  vessel,  yet,  if  it  be 
true  that  the  eflfect  of  an  adjournment  over  vould 
be  to  retard  the  public  business,  I  should  Tote 
against  it.  But  tne  public  business,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  not  altogether  performed  in  this  Hall.  I 
suppose  tliat  much  of  the  real  labor  of  the  Senate 
is  done  in  the  committee-rooms;  and  those  hoo- 
orable  and  learned  Senators,  who  are  so  exceed- 
ingly fearful  lest  a  single  day  should  be  lost  to  the 
public  business,  and  that  to-morrow  will  be  wasted 
if  we  adjourn  over  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  this 
specimen  of  naval  architecttire,  can  very  wdl  o^ 
cupy  their  time  to-morrow  in  the  committee-rooms, 
with  equal  benefit  to  the  country  as  if  the  Seoau 
were  in  session. 

When  we  have  devoted  day  after  day  to  the 
discussion  of  resolutions  on  tne  compromise,  on 
subjects  of  legislation  which  have  been  passed  aod 
gone  by  long  ago,  in  which  the  feelings  and  inter- 
ests of  the  country  would  lead  to  no  further  agi- 
tation, on  which'  the  minds  of  the  people  aie 
made  up,  and  on  which  the  speeches  that  hare 
been  made  have  been  filled  with  eriminatioo  and 
recrimination  without  reference  to  any  public  io- 
terest  whatever,  it  is  somewhat  late  in  the  day, 
when  a  proposition  of  this  kind  is  made,  to  talk  of 
the  waste  of  public  time. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  As  the  yeas  and  najs  hare 
been  ordered,  I  wish  to  explain  very  briefly  that! 
shall  vote  against  this  motion  very  much  on  a^ 
count  of  the  considerations  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk. J  1  *think  there  ii 
entirely  too  mueh  importance  attached  to  the  prop- 
osition. I  see  no  otneetion  to  a  Senator  foinf  ta 
visit  this  steamship  if  he  desires  to  do  so;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  see  no  necessity  for  an  ad- 
journment for  that  purpose.  While,  therefore,! 
shall  vote  against  tne  motion  to  adjouni  over,  I 
shall  express  no  opinion  on  the  subject  which  has 
been  brought  into  this  debate.  UnHke  the  Sena- 
tor from  Texas,  I  have  not  examined  the  subject, 
and  have  not  formed  any  opinion  whether  I  shaD 
or  shall  not  vole  in  favor  of  additional  grants  to 
this  line  of  steam-ships, and  I  therefi)re  express  no 
opinion  on  it.  As  1  am  always  opposed  to  unnij 
cessarily  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  as  1 
think  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  adjmimmeni  om, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  proposition,  holding  my- 
self, however,  at  liberty  (as  I  suppose  every  Sen- 
ator does)  to  vou  just  as  I  please  on  the  question 
of  granting  additional  compensation  to  these  per- 
sons. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  desire  to  say  that  my  re- 
marks  were  not  based  at  all  on  the  menu  of  th» 
question  whether  we  shouM  or  should  notf»o^.*» 
additional  appropriation  to  the  company  ^'"J"5 
these  steamships.  Whether  the  grant  «*<««  ^ 
Congress  is  proper  or  not,  whether  I  •h*l'  ^^. 
for  it  or  not,  has  nothing  to  do  witli  the  'l**^  ' 
express  with  regard  to  the  propositien  to  ^fi^": 
over,  in  order  to  engage  in  a  jollification  on  boara 
the  Batik.  Whether  the  grant  asked  for  is  rea- 
sonable or  unreasonable,  proper  or  ""P*??^ 
object  to  the  means  brought  to  bear  for  the  psr- 
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pose  of  fining  favor  for  it,  and  commending  it  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BROOHCAD.  Those  are  my  sentiments 
exactly. 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Iowa,  ff  it  be  in  order  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  I  move  to  amend  so  that  it  shall 
read>  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  that  the  Sen- 
stie  will  to-morrow  adjourn  at^three  o'clock.  That 
will  give  those  who  desire  to  examine  this  vessel 
an  opportunity  of  doing  so  to-morrow  afternoon. 
By  pursuing;  this  course,  we  can  do  business  for 
five  hours,  instead  of  three  hours  as  usual. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  object  to  that,  because  it 
will  interfere  with  the  Committee  of  Claims,  which 
meets  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  I  have  no  inten- 
tion of  going  to  see  this  vessel;  and  if  the  Senate 
adjourns  over,  I  expect  to  be  engaged  all  day  to- 
morrow in  attending  to  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  1  am  attached.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MANQUM.  If  gentlemen  were  so  very 
anxious  to  get  forward  with  business,  they  would 
lose  less  time  in  debating  unimportant  questions. 
I  shall  vote  for  this  motion  on  no  ground  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  these  parties,  with  no 
reference  to  the  question  whetlier  or  not  additional 
compensation  should  be  paid  to  them.  I  have  not 
examined  that  question,  and  know  nothing  about 
it.  I  vote  for  the  motion  because  1  understand 
that  this  steamshio  is  one  of  the  most  perfect 
models  in  the  world  of  a  sea-going  vessel.  It  is 
one  of  the  swiftest  vessels  in  the  world,  and  I 
•hould  feel  proud  to  examine  it  as  an  American 
production,  as,  if  I  had  lived  in  the  vicinity  in  the 
oays  of  the  great  ^  Eclipse,"  I  should  have  felt 
pnde  in  mounting  him.  1  shall  vote  for  this  mo- 
cioB  also,  OH  the  ground  that  if  we  were  to  sit  here 
to-morrow  there  would  scarcely  be  a  quorum  pres- 
ent; and  if  we  were  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  and  sit 
ontil  three  with  a  bare  quorum,  the  Treasury  would 
be  exhausted  by  useless  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  21»  nays  19 — as  follows: 

YEAS— Mestrt.  Badfer,  Bayard,  Bell,  Bradbury,  Clarke, 
Dswaon.  Pi«b,  Foot,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Joae«,  of  TeuniMaee, 
McRae,  Mangam,  Miller,  Norrii,  Seward,  Smitti,  Siiruance, 
Samiiery  Underwood,  and  Upham — 91. 

NATS:~MeMr8.  Borland,  Bright,  BrodheadjCan.Cbaae, 
Dodf e  of  Wiaeonttn,  Dodfe  oflowa,  Downs,  Felch,  Hun- 
ter, Jones  of  Iowa,  Maliory,  Morton,  Pratt,  Rtaett,  Rusk, 
Wade,  and  Walker~19. 

RAILROADS  IV  IOWA. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  namely;  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
Suite  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain milroads  in  said  State. 

The  pending  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  UVDERWOOD. 

Mr.  DAWSON  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  renewed 
argumenu  made  by  him  on  former  occasions 
a^iainst  the  passage  of  similar  bills,  and  urged  ad- 
ditional and  particuhir  reasons  why  thb  bill  should 
not  become  a  law. 

{See  Appendix  for  Mr.  D's  speech.] 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  hope  the  question  will 
not  be  taken  now.  I  think  it  would  be  better  that 
it  should  not  now  be  taken.  The  truth  is,  that  if 
you  force  me  to  vote  at  this  time,  I  do  not  know 
but  that  1  shall  have  to  cotradict  myself.  I  stated 
the  other  day  that  if  my  amendment  was  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Senate,  1  should  still  vote  for  the 
bill.  I  told  the  worthy  chairman  of  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  this  morning,  that  I  doubted 
very  much  whether  I  ought  to  do  so.  And  under 
the  feeling  which  have  been  inspired  by  the  speech 
of  my  fnend  from  Georgia,  I  really  feel  almost 
disposed  to  retract  my  former  assertion,  that  I  in- 
tended to  vote  for  the  bill  in  any  event.  I  feel  a 
sense  of  the  iniustice  which  has  been  practiced 
tovrards  the  old  States  to  such  an  extent,  that  I 
do  not  know  whether,  if  something  like  justice  is 
not  done  to  my  own  Stale,  I  can  vote  for  the  bill. 
I  therefore  hope  that  the  question  will  not  be 
pressed  at  this  late  period  of  the  day,  but  that  it 
may  lie  over  in  order  thai  we  may  all  think  about 
it,  and  that,  as  the  speaking  is  pretty  well  ever, 
when  we  meet  again  we  may  beprepared  to  take 
up  the  bill  and  vote  upon  it.  Tnere  is  no  imms- 
'diate  necessity  for  acting  on  the  bill  now. 


Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  desire  to  address  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Then  I  hope  the  Sena- 
tor  will  not  proceed  to'^ay,  but  defer  his  remarks 
until  the  Senate  meet  again. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNOAT,  ^orc^  I,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morgan. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FITCH  obtained  the  door. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  rise  to  a  privileged  question. 
On  week  before  last  the  bill  for  the  relief  ol  Colonel 
D»  D.  Mitchell  was  pending  in  the  House,  and  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  that  it  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  On  the  day  of  the  adoption  of  the  motion 
of  reference,  1  entered  a  proposition  to  reconsider 
the  vote  making  that  reference;  and  I  now  rise  to 
call  up  that  question.  If  objection  be  made  1  shall 
move  to  suspend  tbe  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling me  to  do  it. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  I  will  beg  leave  to  suggest 
to  the  gentleman,  if  he  has  the  floor,  that  he  had 
better  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  to  discharge  the  committee  from  its 
considerauon,  and  let  us  act  upon  the  bill  at  once. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  against 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  FITCH.  He  cannot  deprive  me  of  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  the  first  place,  could 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  of  the 
floor  to  submit  his  motion  to  reconsider,  even  if  it 
were  proper  to  reconsider  to-day  the  vote  to  which 
he  refers,  which  the  Chair  doubts  very  much. 
Indeed,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  privi- 
leged question  of  a  character  which  would  set  aside 
the  business  appropriated  to  Monday,  by  express 
rule  of  the  House.  It  could  be  in  order  as  a  privi- 
Iseed  auestion  only  on  those  days  on  which  by  the 
nues  tnere  is  a  morning  hour.  At  all  events,  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  cannot  deprive  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Fitch]  of  the  privilege 
of  submitting  his  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  as  he  is  one  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  which  has  instructed  me  on  all 
occasions  to  urge  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of 
taking  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  aflfairs  for  Cali- 
fornia, to  yield  me  the  short  space  of  time  it  will 
require  to  consider  that  bill.  It  is  a  matter  of 
urgent  public  Yiecessity. 

Mr.  FITCH.  1  would  vield  with  pleasure  for 
the  introduction  of  the  bill,  but  I  know  that  will 
meet  with  opposition,  and  lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wiU  say  that  that  bill  wUl 
live  or  die  at  once.  I  shall  unquestionablv,  on  the 
rules  being  suspended,  be  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
it  is  my  intention  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FITCH.     My  knowledge  of  the  rules  is 
not  great,  and  if  I  yield  the  floor  now  I  may  lose 
it  altogether.     I  b^  my  friend  will  excuse  me. 
THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion; I  cannot  from  its  pumort  hope  to  secura 
universal  consent,  and  therefore  move  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  its  introduc- 
tion. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Retolvtdf  That  we  recognize  the  bindhif  efllcscy  of  the 
compromises  of  Uie  Constitution,  aiid  believe  it  to  tie  tbe  in- 
tention of  the  people  generally,  as  we  hereby  declare  it  tp  be 
ours  individually,  to  abide  such  compromises,  aud  tu  sus- 
tain the  laws  necessary  to  carry  them  out — tbe  provision 
for  tbe  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  included — and  that  we 
deprecate  all  further  agitation  of  questions  growing  out  of 
that  provision,  of  the  questions  ^braced  in  the  a^ts  of  the 
last  Congress  known  as  the  Com  promise,  and  of  questions 
generally  connected  with  the  institution  of  slavery  as  un- 
necessary, useless,  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  QOODENOW  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio.  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  Mormon  church  is  included  in  the  resolution 
as  one  of  the  measures  of  compromise? 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania.  Would  it 
be  in  order  to  ask  the  eentleman  to  modify  the 
resolution  so  that  it  would  say,  **  we  deprecate  all 
further  agitation,*'  tat$epi  iMs.    [Laughter.] 


Mr.  STANLY  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  gentle- 
men answered  to  their  names: 

Messrs.  Aberrrombie,  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  Allison,  An- 
drews, John  Appleton,  William  Appleton,  Ashe,  Averett, 
David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartlett, 
Bealo,  Bell,  Bennett,  Oissell.  Bowne,  J.  H.  Boyd,  Brnck- 
enridgo,  Brenton,  Bnggs,  Brooks,  Albert  6.  Brown,  Bur- 
rows, Buoby,  E.  Csrrington  Cabell,  Jo!H>ph  Cable,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbdl,  Cartter,  Cuitkie,  Ouuid- 
ler.  Chapman,  Chastnin,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Clinirman, 
<:obb,  Confer,  Curtis,  Daniel,  G.  T.  Davis.  JohnG.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Disney,  Dockery,  Doty,  Dnncan,  Durkee, 
Eastman,  Edferton,  Bdroundson,  Evans,  Ewing,  Faulkner, 
Picklin,  Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Henry  M.  Ful- 
ler, T^iomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Oentr)'.Gid- 
dings,  Goodenow.  Gorman,  Green,  Grey,  Grow,  Hall,  Ham- 
mond, Harper,  Ishain  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart, 
Haws.  Hascall,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hib- 
bard,  Horsfnrd,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe.  Thomas  Y.  How, 
Ingersoll,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johason,  James 
Joimson,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T. 
Jonex,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  George  G.  King, 
Preston  King,  Knhns,  Kurtz,  Landry.  Letcher,  Lockhart, 
"Mace.  Mason,  McCorUe.  McDonald,  McLanahan,  McMul- 
lin,  McNair,  McQ,ueen,Meacham,  Meade,  Miller,  Molony, 
Henry  D.  Moore,  John  Moore,  Morchead,  Morrison,  Mur- 
phy, Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Andrew 
Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Peanlee,  Penn,  Penniman, 
Perkins,  Phelps,  Polk.  Porter,  Powell,  Price,  Rantoul, 
Richardson,  Riddle,  Robbins,  Robie.  Ross,  Sackett,  Sav- 

Sre,  Sehermerhorn,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  David  L. 
eymour,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Skelton,  Smart,  Smith, 
Snow,  Stajily,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
Richard  H.  Staatim,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Thaddeut 
StevenSa^Stone,  St.  Martin,  Siratton,  Strotoer,  Stuaru  Suth- 
erland, Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  George  W.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Townshend.  Venable,  Walbridge,  Wallace, 
Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  Addison 
WhHe,  Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  Wildrick,  Williams, 
Woodward,  and  Yaten* 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  as  ab- 
sent, viz: 

Messrs.  Charles  Allen,  Babcock,  Bibighaus,  Boeoek, 
Bowie,  Bnuw,  George  H.  Brown,  Buell,  Burt,  Caldwell, 
Cleveland,  ^cock,  Cottman,  Cullom,  Darby,  Diromick, 
Dunham,  Floyd,  Oilmore,  Goodrich,  Hamilton,  Hillyer, 
Holladay,  Houston,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Uuntar,  Mann, 
Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Martin,  Millson, 
Miner,  Robinson,  Russell,  Scudder,  Scurry,  Abraham  P. 
Btevent,  Sweetser,  Toombs,  Tuck,  and  Walsh. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  more  that  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call  of  the  House  be  dispensed 
with.  ' 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia,  demanded  tell- 
ers; which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Stephkns 
and  Batlt,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to— the  tellers  having  reported  ayes  61 » 
noes  85. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  officers  will  cause  ths 
doors  of  the  Hall  to  be  closed. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  will  now  be  called 
over,  and  excuses  may  be  rendered,  if  any,  for  the 
absentees. 

The  Clerk  read  the  names  of  the  absentees  in 
the  order  in  which  they  are  inserted  above. 

Mr.  Chahles  Allekt. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move  that  Mr.  Allen  bs 
excused.  He  is  very  sick,  confined  to  his  bed 
under  the  physician's  care,  and  cannot  be  out. 

The  question  being  put,  Mr.  Allen  was  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Bibighaus. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Mr.  BiBiGHAut  has  left  ths 
District,  and  gone  home  sick,  for  medical  treat- 
ment.   I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Leanoer  Babcock.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  Richard  I.  Bowie.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  Thomas  S.  Bocock. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Mr.  Bococx  went  home  on 
urgent  business. 

A  Member.  The  gentleman  was  not  heard  in 
this  port  of  the  Hall. 

Mr.  MEADE.  Mr.  Bocock  has  gone  home. 
He  had  been  unwell  for  several  days  previous  to 
his  leaving  Washington.  It  was  not  on  that  ac- 
count that  he  has  gone  home,  but,  as  I  under- 
stand, to  attend  to  some  urgent  business.  I  move 
that  he  be  excused. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  He  is  out  of 
the  city.    That  is  sufficient. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Bocock  was 
excused. 

Mr.  John  Bragg. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Mr.  Bragg  has 
gone  home  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his  fam- 
Dy.    I  move,  therefore,  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  George  H.  Brown. 

Mr.  PRICE.    My  soUeagne,  Blc  Bbowv»  hat 
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g(uic  home  on  account  of  imperative  business.    1 
move  thai  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Alexander  H.  Bucll. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Buell  is  ab-. 
sent  from  the  city  on  account  of  imperative  busi- 
ness.   I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  is  very  apparent  that 
nothing  will  be  accomplished.  I  move,  therefore, 
that  all  further  proceedings  under  the  call  bt  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  do  not  sec 
that  it  has  become  so  very  apparent.  All  these 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  excused,  cannot  possi- 
bly attend.  It  may  be  that  there  are  other  gentle- 
men, outside  of  this  Hall,  who  can  attend,  and  v/e 
want  them. '  I  insist  upon  the  call. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  do  noicare  about  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Armistead  Burt. 

Mr.  ORR.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Burt,  has  been 
absent  from  the  city  two  montlis.  He  is  confined 
at  his  home  by  indisposition,  and  I  move,  there- 
fore, that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  P.  Caldwell. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD.  Mr.  Caldwell  ha.<i  left 
the  city  on  account  of  the  situation  of  his  family 
at  home.    I  move  that  he  be  excused . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chauncet  P.  Cleveland. 

Mr.TOWNSHEND.  Mr.  Clevcland  is  con- 
fined  to  his  room  by  sickness.  1  move,  therefore, 
that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHE.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  all  the 
absent  members  be  excused. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is,  that 
excuses  be  oOered  as  the  names  are  called. 

Mr.  William  F.  Colcock. 

Mr.  McQ,UEEN.  Mr.  Colcock  has  returned 
home  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  his  family.  1 
move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  S.  Cottman.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  William  Cullom. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  Mr.  Cullom  Iia«  been  con- 
fined to  his  room  by  indisposition  for  several 
weeks.  He  is  unable  to  attend.  I  move  that  he 
be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agree<l  to. 

Mr.  JoRK  F.  Darbt. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  move  that  Mr.  Darbt  be 
excused.  His  condition — his  serious  indisposi- 
tion— is  known  to  every  member  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MiLow  M.  DiMMicK. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  Mr.  Dimmick  has  been  absent 
for  some  two  or  three  weeks,  and  went  home  on 
account  of  unavoidable  business.  I  move  ihar  he 
be  excused. . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ctrus  L.  Dunham.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  John  G.  Flotd. 

Mr.  MURRAY.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Flotd, 
haB  gone  home  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  fam- 
ily.   I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Alfred  Gilmore.    No  excuse  offered. 

Mr.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN.  I  move  that  Mr.  Good- 
rich be  excused,  as  he  is  in  Connecticut  attending 
an  important  trial  in  which  he  is  a  party,  and 
where  his  personal  attendance  is  necessary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  William  T.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  STUART.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  unable  to 
attend  the  House,  on  account  of  illness.  I  ask 
tliat  be  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Junius  Hillter. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Hillter 
is  absent  from  the  city.  He  is  at  his  home  in 
Georgia.    I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  believe  we  are  too  much  in- 
clined to  excuse  absent  members.  I  move  that 
we  suspend  all  i\irther  proceedings. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  1  object  to  it. 
Let  us  g«  through  the  roll.  No  persons  have 
been  excused  who  could  attend. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  suspend  the  c^ill. 


Mr.  Alexander  R.  Holladat. 

Mr.  EDMUNDSON.  I  move  that  Mr.  Holla- 
dat be  excused,  as  be  went  home  to  a  sick  family. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  George  S.  Houston. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  suppose  the  House  is  well 
aware  that  Mr.  Houston  is  always  in  his  place. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  as  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  he  has  gone  to  the  De- 
partment for  estimates, and  that  is  the  reason  why 
ne  is  not  here. 

Mr.  LETCHER.  Mr.  Hovston  has  a  child 
lying  very  ill  at  home. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  would  suffgest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  should  put  his  words  nearer  to- 
2f  ether. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  What  was  the  reason 
given  ? 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  For  tJie  reason  stated  by  the 
gentleman  upon  the  floor. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  wish  to  vote  understandlngly. 
I  did  not  exactly  hear  the  reason. 

Mr.  HALL.  We  did  not  hear  the  reason  as- 
signed in  this  part  of  the  House.  I  should  like 
to  know  the  reason  before  I  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  gentleman's  mis- 
fortune.    [Laughter.] 

rCries  of  **  auestion  !'*  **  auestion  !"1 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.  Houston 
was  excused. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Howe. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE.  Mr.  Howe  went 
home  on  account  of  his  health,  being  unable  to  be 
in  his  seat  some  weeks  before  he  left.  He  went 
under  the  advice  of  friends,  and  I  have  not  yet 
heai'd  whether  he  is  getting  better  or  not.  I  ask 
thai  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  William  F.  Hunter. 

Mr.  BEILL.  Mr.  Hunter  is  lying  sick  at  his 
room.     I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Horace  Mann. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Mann  is 
in  New  York  upon  some  business  which  will 
detain  him  for  some  ten  days.  I  ask  that  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Edward  C.  Marshall,  of  California.  No 
excuse  offered. 

Mr.  Homphret  Marshall. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Mr.  Humphrrt  Marshall 
was  at  the  door  the  moment  it  was  shut.  He  is 
ready  to  come  in.    I  ask  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Frederick  S.  Martin. 

Mr.  HASCALL.  I  ask  that  Mr.  Martin  be 
excused,  on  accountof  severe  indisposition. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  S.  Millson. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Mill- 
son]  left  here  in  delicate  health  u  few  days  ago, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  receive  benefit  by  so 
doing.    1  move  that  he  be  excused.         • 

Tne  motion  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  Ahiman  L.  Miner. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  Mr.  Miner  left  this  city  a 
few  days  ago,  reluctantly,  to  go  home  and  attend 
to  some  business  of  importance,  whicli  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  leave.  I  move  that  he  be 
excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  L.  Robinson. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Mr.  Robinson  being  confined 
to  his  room  by  sickness,  I  move  that  he  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  Russell. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  move  that 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Russell]  be  excused.  He  is 
now  in  New  York,  confined  by  very  serious  ill- 
ness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Zeno  Sc udder. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  I  move  that  Mr.  ScuDDERbe 
excused.  He  is  detained  from  the  House  by  se- 
vere indisposition,  and  is  under  medical  treat- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Richardson  Scurrt. 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  move  that  Mr.  Scvrrt  be 
excused.  He  has  been  indisposed  for  some  davs 
past,  but  if  able  to  come  to  the  House  at  all,  he 
will  be  here  in  time  to  vote. 
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The  motion  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  Abraham  P.  Stevens. 

Mr.  HART.  I  movethatMr.STETEKs.ofNew 
York,  be  excused.  He  is  confined  to  his  house 
by  sickness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Swbetser. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  move  that  Mr.  Swef.tser  be 
excused.  He  has  been  called  home,  partly  oo 
account  of  sickness  in  bis  family,  and  p;m)y  by 
ui^nt  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robert  Toombs. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Toomi 
is  confined  to  his  bed  in  this  city,  and  cannot  pos- 
sibhr  get  here.    I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Amos  Tuck. 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  I  move  that  Mr.  Tcck  W 
excused.  He  has  been  absent  from  the  city  for 
some  time  on  important  and  ui^gent  busineaSf.ami 
has  nDt  returned  yet. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  iren- 
tieman  from  Maine  if  Mr.  Tuce  is  not  at  home 
canvassing  the  State  and  making  speeches? 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  1  understand  not.  Hf  is 
attending  to  urgent  private  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Goodc- 
Now*8  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to — nyes  83, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Thomas  Y.  Walsh. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  Mr.  Walsh  is  absent  from 
the  city.    I  move  that  he  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  that  further  proceeding?*  in 
the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  further  proceedings  in  the  call  were  di^ 
pensed  with,  ana  the  doors  of  the  House  were 
again  opened. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con.<;ent  of 
the  House  to  itUroduce  a  joint  re.«tolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  in  relation  to  the  construction 
of  a  c^nal  around  the  Palls  of  the  Ohio,  for  th* 
purpose  of  having  it  printed. 

Several  Members  objected. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  upon  .Mr. 
Fitch's  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  (lirre 
were — yeas  ]  19,  nays  74— as  follow : 

V£AS — Messrs.  Aberorombie,  Willu  Allen,  John  A^ 
pleton,  William  Appleton,  Ache,  Avcrett,  David  J.  Oaik>. 
Thomaii  II.  Bayly,  Beal«,  Uissell,  Rreckeiiridge,  Bno^ 
Brooks,  Albert  O.  BrowD,  Burmw»,  Bu«bv,  fi.  ilamuffm 
Cabell,  Caskic,Cha«tain,  CburchweH,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cnrtit, 
John  G.  Davis,  Dawson,  Disney,  Dockery,  Edmuodioii, 
Evans.  Ewing,  Faulkner,  (^cklfn,  Filcb,  Florence,  rrff 
man,  H.  M.  Fuller,  T.  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gamble,  G«airy,Gi(S' 
dings,  Gilmore, CSorman,  Grey,  Hall,  Hainiuond,  Isham  G. 
Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hart,  Havr?,  Harea,  Hen- 
dricks, Henn,  Uibbvd,  Howard,  Jobn  W.  Howe,  iMer 
soil,  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnaon,  James  JnbjMNi,  Rob- 
ert W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glamcy  Jonas 
Kuhns,  Kurtju  Landry,  Letcher,  Lockhan,  Mare,  Uttsi' 
pbrey  Marshall,  Mason,  McCorkle,  McJ)onald.  McLu*- 
han,  McMullin.  McNair,  Meade,  Miller,  Jolu  Moore. 
Morebead,  Morrisno,  Muipby*  Nabers,  Olds,  Ondaw,  Aa 
drew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker^  Peaslcc,  Penn,  PbHptr 
Polk,  Porter,  Powell,  Ricbardaon,  Robbing,  Savage,  8cbff- 
merhom.  Scurry,  Origcn  8.  Soymonr,  Hkelton,  SimiJj, 
Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stantoa,  Alex- 
ander 11.  Stephens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Htrothcr,  Svmu 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Georit  W. 
Thompwn,  VenaMe,  Ward,  Watkins,  Addisou  White, 
Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  and  WilKams— 119. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  AUiaon,  Andrews,  Bakeock, 
Barrere,  Bartlett,  Bell,  Bc^neu,  Bowne,  Jobn  U.  Bo>^> 
Brenton,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  TbornpKi'i 
CaraptMtl,  Cartter,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cons^. 
Daniel.  G.  T.  Davis,  Dean,  Doty,  Duncan,  Durkee,Ea!<t 
man,  Edgerton,  Fowler,  Gaylord,uoodeiM>w,Gree«,  Grow. 
Harper,  Hascall.  Hebard,  Horsford.T.  Y.  How,  Jeakiii«,i- 
Johnsim,  D.  T.  Jones,  G.  G.  King,  Preston  King,  McOueen, 
Meacham,  Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Miirrmy,  NVwtoo. 
Orr,  Penniman.  Perkins,  Price.  Rantoul,  Robie,  Roc. 
Sttckett,  SchoolcraQ;,  Schooomaker,  David  L.  HeyaHiar, 
Smart.  Snow,  Beajamui  Stanton,  Thaddeu?  t«tevens.8trat- 
ti>n,  Ttm»too,  Town^hend,  Wnlbridge,  Wallace,  VVaJi- 
biim,  Wekh,  Wells,  Witdrick,  Woodward,  and  Yates-74 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

CASE  OF  COLONEL  D.  E.  MITCHELL. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  other  day,  I  submitted  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Mitchell  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  o(  the 
Union.  There  is  a  pressing  necessity  that  that 
bill  should  be  acted  upon.  To  avoid  any  difllculijr, 
however,  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  bill.  I  novt 
to  suspend  the  niles,  that  we  may  P'^^^.^^?"^ 
aider  the  motion  to  reconsider,  which  I  submiuw 
the  other  day. 
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It  is  8u£;gestetl  to  me  by  gentlemen  around  me, 
in  whose  knowledge  of  the  rules  1  have  confidence, 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  called  up  at 
any  time;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  its  being  called  up  now. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  The  difficulty 
is,  that  if  that  motion  should  prevail,  the  bill,  as  it 
contains  an  appropriation,  must  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee ot  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union 
again.  But  the  proper  course  would  be  to  move 
to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  entertain  amotion 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  connideration 
of  the  bill.  If  two  thirds  vote  for  that  motion, 
we  con  then  pass  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  object 
could  be  attained  by  either  mode,  but  as  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  is  pending,  it  would  be  more 
regular  to  dispose  of  tnat  motion. 

Mr.  JOr>(£S,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  will,  with  the  unanimous  consent 
of  tlie  House,  withdraw  his  motion  to  reconsider, 
he  can  then  move  to  discharere  tlie  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Uie  Union  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.    Is  there  objection  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  taken  up  ? 
Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  objected, 
Mr.  PHELPS.    I  move,  then,  to  suspend  the 
rules. 
The  SPEAKER.    For  what  purpose  ? 
Mr.  PHELPS.    For  the  purpose  of  submitting 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONE^,  of  Tennessee.  Is  tliat  motion  de- 
batable ? 
The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 
Mr.  JONES.    Well;  that  motion  ought  not  to 
be  agreed  (o. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  In  order  to  under- 
stand this  Question,  I  wish  to  know  if  the  bill 
docs  not  make  an  appropriation  of  money,  and  is 
not,  therefore,  rec^uired  oy  the  rules  of  Uie  House 
to  be  considered  in  committee? 

Mr.  JOHNSON, of  Arkansas.  One  more  ques- 
tion ,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  render  tliis  matter  a 
little  plainer.  I  understand  that  the  bill  has  been 
refer retl  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  a  motion  has  been 
submitted  t'>  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was 
so  refentd;  nevertheless,  it  has  been  referred  to 
tlie  committee,  and  if  we  now  discharge  the  com- 
mittee, we  shall  supersede  the  motion  to  reconsid- 
er. 1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  will  prevail. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  read- 
ingof  the  bill. 

Xhe  Clerk  read  the  bill. 
Mr.  JONES.    1  should  like  to  inquire  of  some 
gentleman  who  knows,  what  is  the  amount  of  ap- 
propriation involved  in  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  This  bill  has,  by  a  vote  or  the 
House,  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I  understand 
the  gentjeman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phclps]  now 
makes  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  so  referred.  Now,  while  that  motion 
is  pending,  the  bill  does  not  go  to  the  committee. 
It  cannot  go  there  until  the  motion  to  reconsider 
has  been  disposed  of.  Now,  1  ask,  is  it  compe- 
tent for  the  House  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Wh'ole  from  the  consideration  of  a  bill  which 
has  not  gone  to  that  committee  at  all?  I  think  it 
is  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  tliat  purpose. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  think  I  have 
the  right  to  say  a  single  word  in  explanation  of 
this  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  hear  the 
gentleman  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  if  it  be  not 
objected  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  I  have  to  say  is  this: 
when  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  hitherto,  such  reference  con- 
stituted a  fulfillment  of  the  rule;  therefore  a  motion 
made  subsequently  to  take  it  out  of  committee, 
does  not  interfere  with  the  requirement  of  the  rule, 
no  matter  whether  the  bill  has  been  up  for  discus- 


sion or  not.  I  think,  therefore^  that  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules  and 
take  up  this  bill  for  consideration.  It  is  true,  a 
motion  has  been  made  to  reconsider,  but  I  sug- 
gest  

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  will  obviate  that  difficulty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  gentlemen  submits 
the  motion  to  discharge  theCommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  this  bill,  that  motion  will  supersede  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  propose  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty which  has  been  suggested  in  relation  to  this 
reconsideration .  With  the  permission  of  the  House 
1  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  will  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  before  he  withdraws  his  motion 
to  reconsider,  that  he  so  modify  his  present  mo- 
tion as  to  make  it  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
to  bring  the  bill  before  the  House  for  considera- 
tion, and  that  he  do  not  withdraw  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  prefer,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, and  to  move  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  its  consideration. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  this 
question  of  order:  I  think  it  was  decided  tlie  other 
day  that  ilie  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  could  not  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  a  subject  until  the  committee  had 
first  had  that  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CLINGM AN.  Oh,  no;  there  was  no  such 
decision. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  understand  that  such  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  House,  and  the  decision 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  decided  by  the  House 
that  debate  could  not  be  clo.sed  upon  a  proposition 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  until  it  had  been  first  considered  in  that 
committee;  but  the  Chair  is  not  aware  of  any 
decision  that  the  House  could  not  discharj^e  that 
committee  from,  the  further  consideration  of  a  sub- 
ject, before  it  had  been  under  consideration  in 
committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  13dd  rule. 

It  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

"  All  proceediagfl  touching  appropriations  of  money  idiall 
first  b«  discussed  In  Couimiu«e  of  Uic  Whole  House." 

Mr.  JONES.  This  bill  has  not  been  discussed 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  at  all,  and 
therefore,  according  to  the  rule  which  has  been  just 
read,  no  other  disposition  can  be  made  of  it  until 
it  has  been  first  discussed  there. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  That  is  the 
very  rule  which  we  want  to  suspend. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is 
competent  for  the  House  to  suspend  that  as  well  as 
any  other  rule.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  rules  be 
suspended  in  order  to  enable  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Piiclps]  to  submit  his  motion? 

Mr.  JONES.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  result 
was — yeas  129,  nays  44,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombic,  Willis  Allen,  John  Apple- 
ton,  William  Applctoii,  David  J.  Bailey,  Thomas  II.  Bayly, 
Barrere,  BarUett,  Beale,  Bell,  Breckenridge,  Brings.  AJtwrt 
G.  Brown.  Borrows,  Busby,  E.  Carrinftoo  Cabell,  Tbomp- 
son  Campbell,  Chandler,  Cliostain,  Clinjtoian.  Cui^er,  Cur- 
tis, Daniel,  George  T.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Disney,  Dock- 
ery,  Duty,  Duncan,  Eastman,  Edmundson,  Evans,  Faulk- 
ner, Ftcklin,  Pitch,  Florence,-Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J . 
D.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilmore,  Gorman, 
Green,  Grey,  Grow.  Hall,  Harper,  Haws,  Hascall,  Haven, 
Benu,  Horslbrd,  John  W.  Howe,  In^rsoll,  Jackson,  John 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnsim,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Kohns,  Kurtz.  Landry,  Letcher,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, McCorkle,  McDonakl,  McLanahan,  McMullin,  Me- 
Nair,  Mcacham,  Meade,  Miller.  Henry  D.  Moore,  John 
Moore,  Morchead,  Morrison,  Murphyj  Murray.  Nabers, 
Newton,  Old^.  Outlaw.  Peaslee.  Penniman,  Phelps,  Folk', 
Porter,  PowoU,  Price,  Kantoul,  Richardson,  Robbins,  Robie, 
Sackett,  Schermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoouniaker,  Scurry, 
David  L.  Seymour,  Orisen  S.  Seymour.  Smart,  Smith, 
Snow,  Stanly,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Richi^rd  H.  Stanton,  Alex- 
ander It.  Stephens,  Thaddeus Stevens,  St.  MnrUn,  Straton, 
Strotber,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Bei^nm  'Ilinmpson,  Thurs- 
ton, Venablc,  WnlbridKo,  Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins, 
Welch,  Wellii,  Addison  White,  Alexander  White,  Wilcox, 
William^  and  Yates— 1S9. 

NAY»— Mes!«rs.  AvcreU,  Babcock.Jolin  H.  Boyd,Bren- 
tou,  Jos^h  Cable,  Carttcr,  Caskie,  Chapman,  Churcliwell, 
Clark,  Cobb,  John  <•.  Davis,  Dorkce,  Edgerton,  Fowler, 


Gavlord,  Goodenow,  Hammond,  Ishain  G.  Harris,  Hart, 
Hebard,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Thomas  V.  How,  Jei^ins, 
And.  Johnson,  Jaa.  Johnann,  G.  W.  Jones,  PrMloa  King, 
Lockhart,  Mace,  Mason,  McOuten.  Motony,  Orr,  Andrew 
Parker.  Perkins,  Skelton,  Stuart,  George  W.  Thompson, 
Townshend,  VVal(ace,  Wildrick,  and  Woodward— 44. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  now  submit  my  motion,  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from . 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  which  I  have 
indicated,  and  that  the  House  dp  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  that  bill;  and  upon  that  motion  I 
demand  the  previous  question.        ^ 

The  HoQse  was  divided  upon  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  there  were 
—ayes  85,  noes  42. 

So  the  previous  question  Was  seconded;  and 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill— ayes  98,  noes  40. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  bill  is,  I  believe,  now  be- 
fore the  House  for  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  order- 
insr  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Several  Members.  Move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Very  well;  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

rCries  of  *'  Gluestion !"  *•  Cluestion !"] 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
tlie  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  being  a  biil  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  uuis  read  through. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  desu*e 
to  say  a  few  words,  in  explanation  of  the  bill. 

[Cries  of  *«  No !"  *»  No !"  "  Move  the  previous 
question  !**! 

Mr.  PHfclLPS.  The  q^uestion  has  been  asked 
how  it  is  that  tliis  amounthas  been  increased  from 
$30,000  to  $100,000.  In  reply  to  that  question,  I 
will  say  that  Mr.  Harmony  first  presented  his 
claim  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  which 
a  favorable  report  was  made.  He  presented  in  his 
memorial  evidence  that  property  of  his,  to  tlie 
amount  of  some  $80,000,  had  been  taken  by  Col- 
onel Mitchell  under  the  command  of  his  stiperior 
officer — Colonel  Doniphan.  But  finding  that  his 
claim  met  with  no  quarter  in  Congress,  or  at  least 
that  his  prospects  were  not  very  flattering;  and 
finding  Colonel  Mitchell — who  is  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Missouri — in  ih^  city  of  New  York,  in- 
stituted a  suit  against  him  in  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York.  Colonel  Mitchell  informed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  a  suit  had  been  commenced 
against  him,  and  also  informed  him  of  the  evidence 
necessary  to  defend  the  case.  The  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  examined  the  case,  and  the  district  at- 
torney for  that  district  was  ordered  to  defend  the 
case.  Colonel  Mitchell  also  employed  an  attorney 
to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  case.  A  trial  was  haa, 
and  judgment  to  the  amount  of  some  $95,000  was 
obtained  against  him.  But  the  plaintiff  had  no 
means  of  satisfying  that  judgment,  because  Colo- 
nel Mitchell  haa  no  property  under  the  iurisdiction 
of  that  court.  A  transcript  of  the  judgment  was 
therefare  taken  to  Missouri,  and  a  suit  commenced 
in  the  county  where  Mitchell  resided,  and  a  judg- 
ment has  been  obtained  against  him  for  one  hun- 
dred and  odd  thousand  dollars,  and  the  execution 
placed  in  >he  hands  of  an  officer,  to  be  levied  upon 
Mitchell's  property. 

It  is,  perliaps,  unfortunate  for  Mitchell,  that  he 
is  able  to  meet  this  execution.  I  say  it  is  unfor- 
tunate, because  if  Congress  refused  to  afford  him 
relief,  his  property  will  have  to  be  sacrificed ,  and 
he  will  then  nave  a  just  claim  upon  Congress  to 
indemnify  him  for  the  consequences  of  having 
obeyed  the  orders  of  his  superior  military  officer, 
and  that  in  defence  of  his  country. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  deshre  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  it  be  true,  as  was  stated  the  other  day,  that 
Governor  Marcy  was  employed  as  counsel  for  the 
defence  in  the  suit? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Governor  Marcy  was  Secre- 
tary of  War  at  the  time  the  property  was  taken 
by  order  of  Colonel  Doniphan.      He  was  eir- 
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ployed  by  Harmony  in  the  prosecution  of  the  suit 
asainst  Colonel  Mitchell.  Colonel  Mitchell  em- 
ployed a  man  by  the  name  of  Alonzo  B.  Achan 
1  believe.  Mr.  Sheppard  was  the  district  attor- 
ney for  that  district  at  that  time,  and  was  directed 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  defend 
the  suit. 

rCries  of  «•  auestion!"  »«auestioii!"] 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee.  Can  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  f  Mr.  Phelps]  state  whether  there  is 
not  a  suit  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
lower  story  of  this  building,  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter; and  if  so,  whether  that  decision  may  not  be 
reversed,  and  Colonel  Mitchell  released  from  the 
judgment  now  pending  against  him?  I  under- 
stand that  the  case  is  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  brought  there  by  a  writ  of  error  from  the 
coixrt  at  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  understand  that  during  the 
progress  of  that  trial  in  the  court  in  New  York, 
exceptions  were  taken  to  the  ruling  of  that  court. 
The  case  was  then  presented  to  Mr.  Crittenden, 
Attorney  General, and  his  advice  taken  in  relation 
thereto.  He  advised  against  the  prosecution  of 
the  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Such,  1  understand,  arfe  the  facts  in  refer- 
ence to  that  matter,  and  consequently  no  appeal 
is  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

[Cries  of  *•  auestion !"  "  auestion !"  from  all 
parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  desire  to  be 
informed  what  amount  of  property  was  taken  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  from  Har- 
mony? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  judgment  of  the  court  will 
be  a  sufficient  answer  to  that.  I  hold  here  in  my 
hands  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
at  the  first  session  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  and 
from  this  document  it  appears  that  Mr.  Harmony 
proved  before  that  committee  that  property  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  (60,000  was  seized  by  Colo- 
nel Mitchell,  and  taken  into  his  possession. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  ask  my 
fKend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelfs]  if  he  did 
not  in  the  Thirtieth  Confess,  with  that  report 
before  him,  in  concert  with  his  colleague  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bowlin,]  oppose  the  bul  for  the 
relief  of  Harmony? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  inform  the  gentleman  of 
the  course  I  pursued  on  that  occasion.  I  did  op- 
pose the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harmony.  I  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the 
amount  of  relief  which  he  demanded.  I  was  sat- 
isfied that  he  was  entitled  to  something,  but  the 
exact  amount  I  could  not  tell.  That  question  was 
one  for  the  accounting  officer  to  determine;  and 
furthermore,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  tlie  case. 
Will  yon  see  an  oflScer,  wno  has  executed  the 
commands  of  his  superior  officer,  receive  injury 
from  that  obedience,  and  see  his  property  sacri- 
ficed, and  that,  too,  for  obeying  the  orders  of  his 
superior  officer  in  an  enemy's  country  where,  if 
he  had  disobeyed  them,  he  would  have  oeen  court- 
martialed  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  Ifthegentleman  will  permit,!  will 
state  that  I  am  informed  by  a  Representative  upon 
this  floor  from  the  Stale  or  New  York,  that  Judge 
Nelson  has  informed  him  that  this  case  is  pend- 
ing in  the  Supreme  Court  on  an  appeal. 

Mr.  YEN  ABLE  That  cannot  possibly  be  so,  be- 
cause if  you  will  look  at  the  report  and  the  evidence 
in  this  case,  it  will  be  found  that  they  prove  this 
state  of  facts.  Every  lawyer  knows  that  if  there 
was  a  writ  of  error,  tne  court  would  suspend  judg- 
ment. Every  lawyer  knows  that  an  appeal,  when 
made,  brings  a  case  from  the  court  below  to 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  remark 
wholly  inaudible  to  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  A  transcript  of  the  judg- 
ment was  sent  to  Missouri,  and  a  suit  instituted 
upon  it  in  that  State,  and  a  judgment  obtained 
thereon.  Upon  the  judgment  thus  obtained,  an 
execution  was  issued  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
against  theproperty  of  Colonel  Mitchell. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    That  is  certainly  so. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  The  history  of  this  case  is 
this 

Mr.  B ARTLETT.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  move  that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  take 
the  floor  from  another  who  is  upon  it,  although 
his  question  is  a  privileged  one. 


Mr.  VENABLE.  1  have  no  inclination  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FOWLER,  (interrupting.)  1  wish  to  ask 
a  single  question. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  I  cannot  yield  to  the  gentle- 
I  man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Fowler,]  and  I 

Erotest  against  this  mode  of  farming  out  the  floor 
y  one  member  to  another.    |  cannot  yield,  and 
\  must  make  tlie  remarks  I  have  set  out  to  make. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  this:  it  appears  to  me 
\  singular  that  difficulties  should  arise  in  the  minds 
of  anybody,  when  it  must  be  preceived  that  there 
never  was  a  case  before  this  House  in  which  the 
!  iron  arm  of  the  law  was  bearing  down  upon  a  de- 
I  fenceless  individual  with  more  crushing  and  mer- 
:  ciiess  force  than  in  the  case  now  before  us. 
I      Mr.  PHELPS,  (interposing.)    I  have  yielded 
•  so  much  and  so  oflen  to  the  inquiriesof  my  friends, 
I  that  1  am  obliged  to  move  the  previous  question 
{  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
I      Mr.  FOWLER.     Will  the  genUeman  allow  me 
I  to  ask  a  single  question  ? 
!      Mr.  PHfiLPS.    I  will. 

]  Mr.  FOWLER.  If  1  understand  the  gentle- 
'  man  from  Missouri,  he  states  that  the  property 
!  taken  amounts  to  $60,000.  Now,  I  wish  to  in- 
I  quire  what  became  of  that  property  ?  Was  it 
^iven  back  to  Harmony,  or  what  was  done  with 
It  ?  ^ 

Mr.  HALL.  The  Mexican  authorities  confis- 
cated it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  property  was  confiscated 
by  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  in 
the  district  of  Chihuahua. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Was  it  finally  returned  to 
this  claimant? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  It  was  subsequently  tendered 
to  Mr.  Harmony  at  Chihuahua,  as  the  documents 
show.  He  refused  to  receive  it,  and  entered  his 
protest  there  against  the  unlawful  seizure,  and  it 
was  confiscate,  as  1  am  informed,  by  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  at  Chihuahua. 

[Cries  of  •*  auestion  I"  "  Cluestion !"  from  all 
parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  now  demand  the  previous 
question. 
Mr.  STUART.     If  the  gentleman  will  allow 

me,  I  wish  to  suggest 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  have  yielded  the  floor  so 
oflen,  that  I  am  compelled  to  insist  upon  my  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  understand  that  this  ques- 
tion is  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.     It  is  not 
denied. 
The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.    I  rise  to  a 

Erivile^ed  question.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
y  which  tliis  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  read- 
ing, and  upon  that  motion  1  desire  to  be  heard 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  debata- 
ble. The  previous  question  has  been  demanded 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Demanded 
but  not  seconded.  I  understand  theprivil^ed  ques- 
tion I  make  to  take  precedence  of  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  and  that  it  is  debatable. 
Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  decide  otherwise? 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.     The  privileged 

Suestion  does  take  precedence,  and  certainly  is 
ebatable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  upon  reflection, 
is  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is 
entitled  to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  yote  by  which  this  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  was  under  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question,  and  the  g^entleman  from  Kentucky  can- 
not debate  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  previous  question  was  exhausted  by  the 
order  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  and,  therefore, 
overrules  the  point  of  order  made  by  the  member 
from  Missouri.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Marshall]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  should 
have  yoted  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  without  hes- 
itation, had  the  previous  question  been  ordered 
without  debate,  for  I  should  not  have  heard  the 
su^estions  of  difficulties  which  now  appear  to  be 
in  the  way.  I  desire  to  say  that  no  gentleman 
upon  this  floor  would  more  readily  extend  relief 
to  Colonel  Mitchell  than  I  would,  under  ^  proper 
state  of  the  case.  But  it  is  asserted  b]^  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  a  member  of  tma  House, 
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that  he  has  been  informed  by  a  juntice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Suites  that  a  vhi  of 
error  in  the  case  of  Harmony  vs.  Mitchell  is  now 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Court — that  it  came  up 
from  the  Southern  district  of  New  York,  and  is 
designed  to  test  the  validity  of  the  jud^ent  ren- 
derS  against  Colonel  Mitchell  in  favor  of  Manuel 
X.  Harmony.  I  am  aware  that  suit  was  instituted 
by  this  man  Harmony  against  Mitchell,  and  that 
such  proceedings  were  had  as  resulted  in  a  judg- 
ment at  law  in  the  district  court  of  New  Yoix  for 
upwards  of  f  95,000.     I  understand  that  Harmony 
took  the  record  to  Missouri,  and  sued  upon  the 
New  York  judgment — I  presume  in  a  Stale  court— 
and  that  he  procured  a  judgment  upon  said  record, 
and  that  execution  has  issued  thereupon  against 
the  property  of  Colonel  Mitchell  for  about  ^02,- 
000.    In  the  meantime,  the  case  from  New  York 
has  been  brought  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  t 
writ  of  error,  without  a  supersedeas,  and  that  such 
a  proceeding  neither  slops  the  execution  on  the 
New  York  judgment,  nor  suspends  proceedings 
u()on  the  Missouri  judgment.      But  it  is  also  cer- 
tain, that  while  matters  seem  to  have  reached  this 
crisis  with  Colonel  Mitchell,  the  chancery  power 
of  the  courts  in  Missouri  may  be  successfully  ap- 
pealed to  in  order  to  suspend  the  collection  of  this 
debt  until  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Coon  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  pronounced  upon  the 
writ  of  error  which  has  been  sued  out  to  theNev 
York  district  court.   I  acknowledge  the  obligatioo 
of  Congress  to  protect  Colonel  Mitchell  from  loss; 
but  there  is  a  right  way  of  going  about  this  matter. 
If  we  pass  this  bill,  tne  money  will  pass  into  the 
hands  of  Manuel  X.  Harmony,  who  may  not  be 
responsible  and  who  is  an  alien,  as  I  understand, 
ana  should  the  Judgment  be    reversed  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  UnKed  States  will  have  suf- 
fered a  complete  loss  of  the  whole  amount.    My 
only  object  m  moving  to  reconsider  the  vote  in 
this  bill  is  to  suggest  to  the  House  the  propriety 
of  putting  the  act  in  such  shape,  before  its  pas- 
sage, that  no  payment  can  be  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  until  the  legal  remedy  shall 
have  been  quite  exhausted  by  a  final  affirmance  of 
the  judgment  in  the  court  below  by  the  Supreme 
Court.    In  the  meantime,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  judgment  in  Missouri  is  operative,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  Mitchell's  property  can  be  made  under 
the  execution  upon  that  judgment,  and  that  the  sale 
will  not  be  affected  by  whatever  decision  shall  be 
rendered  here  upon  tne  New  York  record.    As  I 
remarked  before,  should  there  be  a  probability  of 
reversing  the  New  York  judgment,  the  chancdior 
in  Missouri  can  be  appealed  to  for  an  injunctioo 
to  stay  proceedings  in  the  Missouriiudgment  until 
this  cause  can  be  decided.    And  tnere  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  such  an  injunction.   Let  the 
United  States  procure  the  surety  for  an  injunction 
bond,  and  the  chancery  proceedings  can  be  insti- 
tuted in  Mitchell's  name.     But,  unless  there  is 
some  probability  of  a  reversal,  the  injunction  wiO 
be  a  dangerous  expedient,  for  the  cfissolution  of 
the  iniunction  will  cost  $10;200,  more  than  viil 
now  (fischarge  the  debt.    The  question  addresses 
itself  to  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress,  who 
will ,  I  suppose,  be  guided  in  the  case  by  the  opioioo 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  WELCH.  I  would  inquire  of  the  honor- 
able member  from  Kentucky,  if  the  bill  is  not  al- 
ready in  the  shape  in  which  he  desires  to  have  it' 
It  simply  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  Missouri  judgment. 

Mr.  MARSHALX.  it  is  true  that  the  ad 
authorizes  the  Secretary  to  pay  the  money,  bu* 
that  is  the  usual  verbiage  of  the  laws  which  di- 
rect the  payment  of  money.  Under  this  law,  the 
Secretary  will  be  at  liberty  to  settle  the  Missoon 
judgment  by  payment  before  this  night.  I  am  not 
wilnng  to  pay  it,  if  there  is  a  reasonable  chance  to 
reverse  the  case.  I  will  not  vote  $103,000  to  pay 
a  debt,  which  I  understand  could  have  been  setded 
three  years  since  for  #30,000,  while  there  "  •jr* 
of  error  in  the  case  pending  and  undetermined  m 
the  Supreme  Court,  unless  J  trndersUmd  tery  Sttrnt- 
/y  Jrom  the  proper  legal  admser  </  the  Govtmment 
thai  there  is  no  chance  to  reterse  the  judfment  ef  w 
court  below,  I  will  then  vote  it  to  shield  Colonel 
Mitchell  from  loss,  and  not  because  I  think  it 
proper  or  fair,  as  against  the  Grovemment,  upon 
the  merits. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (intemipdng)  asked  a  qaertion 
entirely  inaudible  to  the  Reporter.  „ 

Mr.  MARSHALL.     I  understand  that  Mr. 
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Faulkner,  of  Virginia,  has  been  down  lo  the  Su- 
preme Court  room,  and  ha«  ascertained  the  fact  that 
a  wnt  of  entH*  is  this  cause  is  pending  in  that 
Court. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  I  understand  that  the  cause  is 
not  pending:  ^^  (^  Supreme  court. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  am  informed  that  the 
eentleman  from  Virginia  FMr.  Faolkncr]  has  been 
down  to  the  Supreme  Court  rooms,  and  knows 
'  the  facts  to  be  as  1  have  stated  them. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  With  the  permission  of  the 
C:entleman  from  Kentucky,  inasmuch  as  consid- 
erable has  been  said  about  it,  I  will  state  briefly 
what  I  know  upon  this  subject.  I  found  a  very 
funeral  desira  on  the  part  cf  the  House  to  pass 
this  bill  when  it  was  up  before;  and,  on  Friday 
or  Saturday  of  last  weeic,  I  met  Mr.  Justice  Nef- 
son  ia  the  stieet,  and  had  aeonversatioi\  with  him 
for  the  purnose  of  gathering  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  two  things  I  told  him  I  desired  to  be  in- 
formed about,  were:  First,  whether  there  was  a 
writ  of  error  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  next  was,  what  was  the 
character  of  the  proof  before  the  court  Tforhewas 
the  iustice,.  I  understood,  who  presided  at  the 
trial)  in  reference  to  the  measure  of  damages. 

Mr.  LOCKH  ART.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  for  a  moment.    1  will  not  take  half  a  minute. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  cannoU  I  have  the  floor  by 
Che  favor  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
make  a  statement.  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Nelson,  that  there  was  a  writ  of  error  now 
pending  upon  the  calendlu-  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
brought  up  upon  the  judgment  rendered  before 
him  in  the  circuit  court  of  New  York.  I  then  in- 
quired of  him  in  reference  to  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages, the  rule  by  which  the  damages  had  Wn  al- 
lowed upon  the  trial  before  him.  He  told  me 
that  he  could  not  state  with  accuracy  by  what  rule 
that  had  been  governed,  but  be  said  that  the  evi- 
dence upon  the  subject  of  damages  would  be  found 
in  the  record.  I  went  to  the  Supreme  Court 
room  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  record,  but 
found  it  locked  up.  I  said  to  the  Judge  that  I 
had  understood  Mr.  Harmony  had  oflferM  to  take 
^30,000  to  dischar^  his  claim  upon  the  (Govern- 
ment, and  that  this  bill  which  we  have  before  us, 
provides  for  over  iIOO,000.  He  told  me  that  the 
cause  was  put  off,  according  to  his  recollection, 
for  over  a  year,  to  allow  the  parties  to  execute  a 
commission  at  Santa  F€,  or  in  New  Mexico,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  evidence  upon  the  subject 
of  damages,  and  that,  afler  the  commi<«ion  had 
been  returned,  the  subject  of  damages  was  passed 
upon  sub  sUeniiOf  the  proof  seeming  to  be  satisfac- 
tory. That  ia  all  the  information  I  have  in  my 
possession.  I  understand  this  writ  of  error  is 
from  the  judgment  rendered  in  the  circuit  court 
for  the  southern  district  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  I  also  understand  that  judgment  has  been 
sued  out,  upon  a  transcript  of  the  record  of  the 
court  in  New  York,  in  a  court  of  Missouri;  that 
execution  had  been  issued  upon  that  judgment, 
and  that  the  consequences  are  likely  to  follow  upon 
that  execution  which  have  been  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelps.]  I  re- 
turn my  thanks  to  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky 
for  his  kindness  in  allowing  me  to  make  this 
statement. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand  a  memorandum  furnished  by  the  clerk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  a  mo- 
ment since,  which  will  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the 
pendency  of  a  writ  of  error  in  this  case.  He  says, 
the  transcript  of  the  record  has  been  sent  up,  a 
writ  of  error  has  been  sued  out,  and  the  case  stands 
No.  178  on  the  trial  docket  of  the  court.  Now, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  proposition  to  di- 
rect the  Secretary  to  go  forward  and  pay  ofll'the  debt 
may  be  Tery  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court  may 
reopen  the  cause  on  the  ori^al  merits,  and  indeed 
may  indicate  that  Mitchell  is  not  responsible  for  an 
arrest  made  under  orders  from  his  military  com- 
mander in  time  of  war  in  an  enemy's  country;  for 
I  do  not  learn  from  anything  that  has  yet  been 
said  that  Harmony  lost  possession  of  his  merchan- 
dise, though  he  was  detained  with  Doniphan's 
command,  in  order  to  prevent  him  from  joining 
the  enemy — as  a  trader. 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  that 
we  are  not  prepared,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
posa  the  bill  at  present,  and  due  caution  and  a 
proper  regard  for  the  duties  we  are  here  to  dis- 


charge demand  that  before  we  act  Anally,  an  op- 
portunity should  be  a0brded  to  confer  with  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  who  has 
no  doubt  looked  critionlly  into  the  record  of  this 
cause,  and  is  prepared  to  give  his  ckpinion.  We 
should  take  time,  and  before  we  vote  to  pay  this 
debt  we  should  learn  from  the  Attorney  General 
his  opinion  of  the  proposition  to  enjoin  the  judg- 
ment in  Missouri  until  the  rendition  of  an  opinion 
by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  from  New  York. 

1  am  not  willing  to  pass  the  authority  we  hold 
over  the  public  money  to  any  one.  When  this 
debt  must  be  liquidated  we  can  vote  the  money, 
and  direct  its  appropriation  to  the  object  we  intend; 
but  now,  it  b  our  duty  to  see  whether  the  actual 
necessity  for  the  appropriation  exists,  and  wheth- 
er it  cannot,  by  any  device,  be  avoided.  The  ex- 
ecution has  not  been  levied  upon  Colonel  Mitch- 
ell's property  as  yet,  and  we  all  know  that  there 
will  intervene  some  days  from  the  levy  to  the  sale. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  this  absohite  action 
to-day,  so  far  as  we  can  see.  It  is  our  duty  to  go 
back  upon  our  steps  if  we  can  contest  this  demand 
further,  and  not,  under  apprehension  of  injury  to 
Mitchell,  throw  away  |102,000  upon  Emanuel  X. 
Harmony. 

I  understand  that  no  one  disputes  our  obligation 
to  shield  Colonel  Mitchell  from  loss.  The  point 
is,  that  in  protecting  him  we  may  owe  it  to  the 
country  to  take  the  reins  of  this  case  into  our  own 
hands,  and  see  whether  the  United  States  cannot 
reverse  this  judgment,  stay  proceedings  upon  the 
execution  at  St. Xouis,  and  renew  the  contest  upon 
th*  original  merits  before  the  inferior  tribunal,  by 
which  this  enormous  judgment  may  be  reduced  to 
those  limits  which  once  would  have  contented  the 
claimant.  It  is  suggested  to  me  by  gentlemen  to 
move  to  postpone  this  question  to  a  day  certain. 
I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  raise  the  question,  and 
then  to  ask  its  postponement,  but  I  do  think  the 
House  should  regrard  this  transaction  with  the 
closest  scrutiny — not  that  I  suppose  anything 
wrong  on  Mitcnell's  part — but  to  see  if  we  cannot 
avoid  the  wrong  which  we  are  about  to  be  forced 
to  submit  to,  in  order  to  protect  him  from  unde- 
served loss. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  The  whole  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee* 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  prefer  to  have  the  yote 
upon  the  motion  to  reconsider.  Should  that  mo- 
tion prevail,  the  bill  can  be  taken  up  at  our  next 
sitting,  and  in  the  meantime  those  mterested  can 
learn  the  views  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
bill  can  be  amended  properly,  if  necessary,  and 
then  passed. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  propose  to  sa^  a  solitary 
word  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  it  is  simply 
this:  that  notwithstanding  the  appeal  which  nas 
been  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  rdARtHALL,]  and  the  purpose  for  which  he 
urges  it,  there  is  another  aspect  in  which  this  case 
must  be  viewed,  which  divests  them  of  all  force 
whatever.  Permit  me  here  to  remark  that  I  have 
taken  no  sort  of  interest  in  this  matter  until  the 
present  time.  The  nature  of  the  case  bow  pend- 
ing in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  at 
least  from  the  testimony  which  has  been  adduced 
before  us,  and  from  this  discussion  and  the  one 
had  heretofore  in  relation  to  this  matter — ^has  been 
with  reference  to  the  liability  of  Colonel  Mitchell, 
and  not  the  injury  to  this  man  Harmony;  for  that 
seems  to  be  conceded  upon  all  sides.  Tnen  what- 
ever the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  mav  be,  it  will  not  touch  the  point 
to  which  I  now  allude,  to  wit;  the  injuries  inflicted 
upon  Emanuel  X.  Harmony.  If  the  Supreme 
Cfourt  of  the  United  States  shall  decide  Colonel 
Mitchell  was  not  justly  and  legally  liable  to  indem- 
nify Harmony  for  the  damage  inflicted  upon  him 
by  these  proceedings,  still  behind  that  remains  the 
paramount  question  of  indemnity  to  Harmony. 
Then  it  appears  from  the  testimony  which  we 
have  heard  related  to  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,]  that  the  question 
of  the  amount  of  indemnity  has  been  settled  by 
the  common  agreement  of  the  parties — sub  siUntio. 
In  reference  to  that  question  there  was  no  dispute. 
This  Question  as  to  whether  Colonel  Mitchell 
is  justly  and  legally  liable  does  not  touch  the 
main  question,  that  is,  the  proper  indemnification 
of  an  individual  who  has  been  wronged  by  the 
acts  of  officers  of  this  Government.  I  will  not 
ocxupy  the  attention  of  the  House  any  longer.  In 
conformity  with  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  who 


sits  near  me,  and  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to 
possess  themselves  fully  of  the  facts  of  the  case 
and  the  precise  points  involved  in  it,  1  move  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  be  postponed  for  one 
week. 

fCries  of  "  That  is  right !'»  **  That  is  right  I'T 

Mr.  STUART,  I  concur  entirely  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman.  There  is  no  disposition 
here  to  do  injustice  to  Colonel  Mitchell  or  any- 
body else,  and  we  shouki  not  go  pell  mell  into 
paying  a  judgment,  when  it  is  pending  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  upon  a  writ  of 
error. 

Mr.  JONBIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  Speaker  if  the  House  adjourn  in  the  pres- 
ent position  of  this  matter,  it  will  not  go  over  until 
next  Monday?  , 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  a 
privileged  question.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  l^r.  Jonks]  yield  ? 

Mr.  JON^.  I  do;  but  shall  oppose  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  presume  every  eentleman 
is  aware  of  the  object  or  this  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  JON£^  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn  till  Wednesday,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  74— «s  (bllows: 

YEAS—Merars.  Abercvomtiie,  Aiken,  WiHlfl  Allnn.  W. 
Appleton,  Babcoek,  Barrere,  BaiHeu,  Beale,  Bell.  Bennett, 
Binsellf  John  H.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Briifs^  Brookf,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Burrows,  B.  Carrington  CabeU,  llewia  D.  Camp- 
bell,  Cartter,  Ctmndler,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Daniel,  Geo. 
T.  Davis,  Dean,  Disney,  Dockery,  Edgerton,  Edmundsoa, 
Bvans.  Faulkner,  Florence,  Utary  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J. 
D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Gihnore.  Goodenow,  Gorman, 
Sampson  W.  Barris,  Hart,  Haws,  Hascall,  Haven,  Henn, 
Honrfhrd,  Jenkins,  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Bobert 
W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Preston  Kins,  Kuhns,  Lan- 
dry, Letcher,  Lockhart,  McDonald,  McMullin,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Mnrray,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W. 
Parker,  Price,  Robie,  Russell,  Scheraierhom,  Schoolcra/t, 
Schoonmaknr,  David  L.  Seymour,  Stanly,  Frederick  P. 
Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stralher,  Stuart.  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Thurston,  Ward,  Washburn,  ^VeUs,  Addison 
White,  Alexander  White,  WUdrick,  and  Yates— 87. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allison,  AsbejAverett, David  J.  Bailey, 
Bowne,  Brenton.  Joseph  Cable,  Thompson  Campbell,  Cas- 
kle,  Chastain,  Churchwell,  Claurk,  Cobb,  Conter,  John  G. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastman,  Evnogf  Ficklin, 
Fiteb.  Fowler.  Gamble,  GiddingB,  Grow,  Hammond,  Har- 
per, Hebard,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Howard,  John  W.  Howe, 
Thomas  Y.  How,  Jdfekson,  Andrew  Johnson.  Georse  W. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Kurts,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Mc- 
Lanahan,  McNair,  McQueen.  Molony.  Henry  D.  Moore, 
John  Moore,  Nabers,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Penniman, 
Perkins,  Phelps,  Polk,  Ranloul.  Bobbins,  Sackett,  Scurry, 
Skelton,  Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  Benjamin  Stanton.  Stratton, 
George  W.  Thompson,  Townshend,  VenaUe,  Walbridge, 
Wallace,  Walkins,  Welch,  WUcox,  WilUams,  and  Wood- 
ward— 74. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  believe  there 
is  nothine  now  before  the  ^ouse. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  the  question  upon 
reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  upon  the 
table  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Mitchell  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  there  is  a  ouestion 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dis- 
nkt]  to  postpone  until  Monday  next. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Dit- 
NET*t  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  AGENT  FOR  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  will  now  send 
this  bill,  which  is  an  act  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  m 
California,  to  the  Clerk 's  desk,  and  I  ask  the  House 
seriously  and  in  sober  earnest,  to  allow  me  an  op- 
portunity of  reporting  it  back  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  object.  There 
are  a  great  many  bills  and  resolutions  which  would 
be  presented  if  the  House  would  give  an  opportu- 
nity for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  move  to  suspend  the 
rules.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  importance,'  aiid 
oiurht  to  be  acted  upon.  ■  ■'  ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  dedded 
in  the  affirmative.  -  t 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  bill  entitled  ••  An  act  to  provide  Tot  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairsut' 
CaJifornia,**  was  then  read.  ''       '  •  '  ' 

The  bill  provides  for  the  i^pointftient  o#  K  tu- 
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perinteiulent  at  a  salary  of  j^.OOO  per  annum, 
and  a  secretary  at  a  salary  of  ^,500. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  CommiUee  on  Indian 
A  (Tails  proposes  tn  redMce  the  yalary  of  the  supcr- 
uiiendcnt  to  $4,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  For  the  information  of  the 
House,  1  will  ask  that  the  sections  of  law  which 
are  put  in  force  by  the  bilU  be  read,  i  iiave  no 
speech  to  make  about  the  case.  The  GoTcrnment 
is  losing  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars  every 
month  for  the  want  of  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  SPEIAKEIL  It  is  a  Senate  bill  reported 
back  witli  an  amendment.  The  question,  then, 
will  be  first  upon  the  amendment. 

The  bill  and  amendment  havine  been  i*ead — 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  1  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
Uiose  portions  of  the  acts  which  are  put  in  force. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  May  6,  1822, 
was  read,  as  follows: 

'<  ^n4  U  U  further  enodetf ,  That  tke  President  of  Ihc 
United  Htate«,  by  and  with  the  advice  «nd  consent  of  the 
Senate,  may  appoint  a  nuperiutendent  of  Indian  afikira  to 
refidt  at  St.  Li>ui:«,  who»e  power  shall  extend  to  all  Indi- 
ans lVci)iMDdiig  that  place,  wtmae  Haloiy  ihall  be  $15flOper 
onnam;  and  one  agent  for  tribes  within  the  Umits  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  with  a  salar)-  of  $1,500. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  state  to  the  House 
the  bill  puts  so  much  of  that  law  in  force  as  relates 
to  the  superintendent,  placing  hint  upon  the  same 
footing  as  every  other  superintendent  is  placed.  I 
ask  that  the  fidh  section  of  the  act  of  May  25, 
1824,  be  read: 

'*  Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  U  enacted j  That  the  superintendeut  of 
ludioQ  afftdn  of  St.  Louis,  and  his  successors  in  office, 
Hhall  potfiteHs  all  iho  powers  and  be  sul^ject  to  all  the  duties 
of  Governors  of  Territories  when  exercising  the  office  of 
superintendents  of  Indian  aflUrs,and  shall  exercise  a  ^en- 
ofol  supervision  of  the  official  conduct  and  accounts  of  Id- 
fUan  agents  withio  his  superintendency.'* 

I  will  state,  also,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  that  those  two  sections  for  the  most  part 
attain  the  object  80ug[ht  for.  1  ask  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive recommendation  referred  to  us  at  the  be- 
gmning  of  the  session  in  regard  to  thb  subject, 
shall  be  read: 

**  The  means  hcrctofbre  placed  at  tlie  disposal  of  tlie  Ue> 
partment  applicable  to  Indian  purposes  in  CalUbmia  have 
been  luanifestlv  inadequate.  It  is  quite  evident  that,  with- 
out the  expenditures  of  large  soms  of  money,  our  Indian 
affairs  in  California  and  Oregon  cannot  be  properly  con- 
ducted ;  and  in  inis  conjiection  I  respectfully  sufg<«t  the 
policy  of  passlnir  a  law  establishibg  the  office  of  Assistant 
Cominisoioncr  of  Indian  Affairs  for  that  State  uid  Teai- 
vary.  A  general  and  controlling  power,  more  direct  than  it 
is  possible  for  this  office  to  brins  to  bear,  is  of  the  hii^est 
importance  in  the  adjustment  of  our  relations  with  the  nu- 
merous tribes  of  Indians  in  those  remote  portions  of  our 
widespread  domain."  » 

I  will  state,  also,  for  tbe  information  of  the 
House,  that  instead  of  complying  with  this  recom- 
mendation which  proposed  to  create  an  assistant 
commissioner  of  Indian  AflTairs,  the  Senate  pre- 
ferred to  send  us  the  bill  in  such  form  as  will 
preserve  the  poUcy  heretofore  adopted  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  rather  than  strike  out  any  new 
course  of  policy.  Therefore  this  bill  comes  in  the 
shape  of  a  superintendency.  The  GoTemment 
needs  it,  but  I  will  make  no  speech  about  it.  1 
shall  call  for  the  previous  question,  believing  the 
House  will  prefer  to  vote,  rather  than  to  hear  any 
speech  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  wish  to 
thi-ow  any  obstacle  in  the  way.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  a  slight  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  should  like  to  accommo- 
date the  gentleman,  but  will  not  assent  to  any 
other  proposition  than  that  which  the  committee 
have  offered.  After  a  full  consideration  tliey 
have  reduced  one  salary,  and  they  have  offered 
one  amendment.    I  will  not  consent  to  any  other. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
nmin  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then,  according  to  order,  read  the 
third  time. 

xMr.  JOHNSON.  Is  the  previous  question  ex- 
hausted .' 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  ask  for  the  previous 
question  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  Question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered .  « 

The  question  wom  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was 
pofwed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  tn  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
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tion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter 
motioti  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  nsk  the 
unanimous  consent  oC  the  House  to  ofl'er  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Rewlced,  That  the  joint  resolutimi  of  the  Senate  au- 
tiiorixin^acoutinuaiiouof  Uic  work  on  Uie  rwn  wings  of 
the  Capitol,  and  the  bill  from  tlie  Srnatc  making  an  appro- 
priation for  tlie  repair  of  !he  I'ongressional  Library  nnmi.  be 
made  the  special  order,  and  in  the  order  name«l,  for  Wi-d- 
nesday,  tlio  lOUi  instant,  to  continue  so  from  day  to  day 
until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SCURRY  objected. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  prop- 
osition of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
does  not  interfere  with  a  pending  special  order  .^ 

Mr.  STANTON.  That  is  set  for  to-morrow, 
and  mine  is  set  for  Wednesday  week. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  operation  of  the  special 
order  would  be  this:  if  the  former  special  order 
conflicted  with  it,  this  would  have  to  pass  over 
until  the  other  is  decided,  and  then  it  would  come 
up. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  objection  is  with- 
drawn to  it,  from  this  side  of  the  House. 

The  SPEA  KER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection . 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Sta.vtok,]  as  there 
is  no  objection  to  making  the  bill  for  the  extension 
of  the  Capitol  the  special  order,  that  we  pass  the 
bill  for  the  Library  now.  There  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it,  and  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  members  of 
the  House  are  more  concerned. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentuckjr.  If  Uiere  is  time 
to  do  it,  I  have  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  will  object  to  the 
introduction  of  any  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANTOUL.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  Cleveland]  asks  that  the  Journal 
may  be  corrected ,  his  vote  being  erroneously  stated . 
Upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  bounty  land  bill  upon 
the  table,  he  is  represented  as  voting  nay,  wiien 
he  voted  yea. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection,  the 
Journal  will  be  so  corrected. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous  consent, 
iiitroduced  a  bill  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given,  **  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ilhnois, 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Terra  Haute 
to  Springfield  and  branch  thereof;"  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia.  During  my 
sickness,  certain  memorials  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  were  presented  to  this  House  in 
relation  to  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheel- 
ing. I  now  beg  leave  to  present  a  memorial  of  a 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

A  Member.    Present  it  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  I  wish  to  do  it  now.  The 
memorial  says,  that  the  bridge  across  the  Ohio 
river  at  Wheeling  is  not  such  an  obstruction  to 
the  navigation  of  that  river  as  to  require  its  eleva- 
tion to  a  greater  height,  or  its  abatement  as  a  nui- 
sance. I  also  present  a  paper  containing  the  offi- 
cial consent  of  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge 
Company,  asking  that  Congress  may  declare  their 
bridges  military  roads,  and  pray  for  such  protec- 
tion as  Congress  may  give.  I  also  hold  in  my 
hand  a  petition  of  nine  hundred  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  take  that 
public  work  under  its  protection,  as  Congress  is 
bound  to  do  by  tlie  act  of  April  30th,  1802.  AH 
of  which  f  desire  to  present  to  the  House,  in  order 
that  tbe  papera  may  be  referred  to  the 'Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  given. 

Mr.  SMART  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
adjourned  till  Wednesday  next, at  12  o'clock,  ro. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
Mr.  B.\HTLET^  lave  notice  that  on  to  morrow,  or  some 
stttMi«qoctit  day,  be  sliould  a»k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  en- 
tiUcd,  "  An  act  niakini  an  appro|«riatioii  of  public  land  to 
lb©  State  of  Venuoiit,  for  internal  improvementi*,  the  »«up- 
port  of  Bchoolii,  and  the  Ruppori  of  the  indigent  deaf  and 
dmub,  bliod,  and  Intane." 
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PETITIONS,  Jtc. 

The  following  petitions,  UMUiorial*,  kc.,  wore  procsiM 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  canauiieet: 

By  Mr.  FLORENCT. :  Memorial  of  J.  D.  Bayna.  Jolsi 
Simpson,  Alexander  K.  Voung,  W.  W.  P>dftnn,aQdoUMr 
ciUxenn  uf  Pliiladetphia.  lute  aH»i!*tant  marshal*  of  die  Uni- 
ted Btates  for  taking  the  Seventh  CeiMU,  praying  addi- 
tional compeuaatiou. 

Ait^,  memorial  of  William  UrookfieMvCdfarT.t$toc«rf, 
Thoinan  M.  Richard^t,  and  otlierti,  citisens  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  sfaimpt  the  extemrion  of  the  **  Wnodwonli 
Patent'*  lor  planing  buarda,  k.c. 

Also,  memorial  of  Richard  Hackcu,  Edward  D.  Priekeu, 
John  Eckert,  and  uthera,  citizena  of  Pbiladetphia,  pra)ia| 
Ibr  the  extension  of  the  **  Woodworth  Patent*'  for  pianiof 
boards,  &c. 

AI><o,  resolutions  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  Paaasyl- 
vania  relative  to  the  bridge  over  Hie  Ohio  river  oppoaa 
Wheeling. 

Also,  memorial  of  Chariea  Lloyd,  jr.,  AlexaiKter  U. 
Smith,  James  Serrill,  and  others,  citizens  of  Delaware  m4 
Philadelphia  countiea,  praying  that  tbe  soldiers  of  tbe  «rv 
of  1813  may  be  allowed  160  acres  of  land,  ke. 

Also,  memorial  of  Samuel  J.  Burdick.  UughMcComkk, 
William  Wliite,  and  others,  citizens  or  Philadelphia,  pn;- 
ing  for  the  extension  of  the  **  Woodworth  Patent"  lor 
planing  boards,  &.c 

Also,  resolmions  of  tlte  General  Assembly  of  P«iaas]rt- 
vania.  relative  to  the  improvemeat  of  harbors  in  the  Dda- 
wnre  bay  and  river. 

Also,  memorial  of  Amos  Smith.  E.  J.  Young,  Dt^hi 
Applegat<^,  and  others,  citisena  or  Philaielphia  coaanr, 
praying  for  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patam  for 
planing  boards,  &.c. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsyln- 
nia,  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  sliip-eanal  atoaad  tlM 
Falls  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  by  tbe  Goveroment  of  tbe  Daits^ 
States. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER :  The  petition  of  Charies  W.  Morpn 
and  otiicrs.  praving  that  their  claim  on  the  Uuiied  States 
may  be  referred  to  an  auditor,  for  an  adjustment  aad  set- 
tlement. 

Also,  the  itetition  of  citizens  of  Plymouth  county,  Mas* 
sacbusetts,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  tbe  improve- 
ment of  the  navigiuton  of  the  North  river  in  tliat  coaoty. 

By  Mr.  ASH  :  Tbe  memorial  of  M.  Loudon,  P.  M. 
Walker,  and  340  others,  citizena  of  Wilmington,  Sonk 
Carolina,  against  the  extension  of  the  W^oudwortfa  pueM 
Ibr  planing  ooarda,  &c. 

By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  IIHnoia :  Tbe  petitioD  of  B.  G. 
Wright  and  others,  praying  for  ttie  cstaMishlog  of  a  poM 
route  from  Warsaw  to  Augnsu.  in  the  State  of  lUinois. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  A.  Davis  and  23  other*,  citi- 
zena or  Stephenson  coanty,  Illinois,  praying  for  tbe  frcedoa 
of  the  pubtic  lands  to  tbe  actual  settlers. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  D.  W.  Gould  and  80  odM*. 
citizens  of  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  against  the  renewal 
of  the  expired  patent  (br  Mccormick's  reaper. 

By  Mr  GAMBLE :  The  petition  of  tbe  dtizeusofCliaina 
and  Union  counties,  Pennsylvania,  asking  fbr  the  e«ik- 
lisiimcnt  of  a  new  mail  route  from  Logansville,  in  Cliatoa 
county,  to  White  Deer  Mills,  in  Union  couo^. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  tbe  citizens  of  Penusytvaaia, 
against  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizana  of  the  State  of  Penaiyt- 
vania,  asking  for  an  increased  daiy  opon  iron,  coal,  ud 
glass,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth. 

Also,  the  petition  of  tbe  citizens  of  Union  and  Perry 
counties,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  mail  route  from  MlUerstown.  Peny 
county,  through  Richfeld,  Juniata  county,  by  way  or  Mont 
Pleasant  Mills.  Middleburg,  CentervUle,  New  Bsriia,  to 
MiflinlHirg,  in  iTnion  county. 

By  Mr.  PULLER,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  oTO. 
ColHns,  A.  J.  .McC^lintock,  G.  B.  Nicholson,  Chartes  Deal- 
.-son.  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remousUaiiBi 
agamst  the  renewal  of  the  Parker  patent. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Ottawa 
county,  Ohio,  asking  an  appropriation  of  ^10,000  tbr  tbe 
erection  of  a  breakwater  at  Otuwa  city,  Ohio. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Redfield.  praying  remaaaa 
tion  Ibr  the  los!«  of  a  vessel,  destroyed  oy  the  enemy  wbilc 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lewis  Seitz  and  SO  others,  eitiseas 
of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  praying  Oougreas  to  aboisb^ 
office  of  chaplain  in  Congre««,  in  the  Army,  and  Na*^,  aail 
wherever  it  may  exi^t  under  the  authonty  of  the  (Jaited 
States. 

Also,  ttie  petition  of  Benjamin  If  uddle  and  69  other  da- 
zens  oi  the  same  countv,  for  tlie  same  parpooe. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  citizens  of  Wyandott  county,  Ohio, 
asking  tbe  passage  of  n  law  autliorizing  the  comuusMooen 
of  said  county  to  enter,  at  the  minimum  price  of  ^  50  pa 
acre,  a  certain  lot  of  land  mentioned  therein,  asMiaintaigDny- 
three  acres,  fhr  the  purp«>se  of  erecting  thereon  a  coaaiy 
inflmiary,  for  tiie  suppori  of  tbe  indigent  insane  and  other 
purposes.  ^^ 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Robert  Cnim,  deputy  manhal  ot 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  asking  additional  cooipensalioa  wr 
taking  the  census.  . 

Also,  tlie  memorials  of  S.  W.  Smith,  deputy  n>«^  ^ 
Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  Azuriab  Root,  deputy  marshal  of 
Wyandon  county,  Ohio,  and  Gilbert  Ashley,  deputy  roar- 
sbal  of  Seneca  county,  Oliio,  aaking  additional  compen«- 
lion  for  taking  tbe  census.  ,    ^ 

By  Mr.  COBB :  A  peUtion  praying  that  Uie  several  acu 
of  Congress  which  relate  to  invalid  P*^"**""»  ■•  J*^ 
amended  as  to  ambrace  the  widows  and  bein  of meom- 
cers  and  soldiers,  fcc,  of  tbe  war  of  1813  with  Great  Britwn, 

and  the  several  Indian  wan  since  that  date. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS  :  inie  resolution  of  the  State  o(  P««n^ 
sylvama  relative  to  tbe  construction  of  a  shipowal  aroaira 
Uie  Falls  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  by  the  Vnhfd  »W^      . 

Aho,  the  memorial  of  George  W.  Clark,  deputy  •«*■' 
of  Wcstrrn  Pennsylvania,  for  addiUonal  compensation  w 
taking  the  census.  . 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Ntw  Tork:  Two  memorials  of  rt"^ 
sens  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  Yorii,  aiking  coap^ 
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to  provide  for  sUJp-caaal«  around  Niagara  Fall*,  and  the 
SNtiSte.  Marie. 

Ry  Mr.  R0BBIN8:  A  peiition  lignfMl  by  A.  C.  Oibsoo, 
and  69  otbfr  citizens  of  tb«>  county  of  Pbiladelohla,  asking 
Coufre-;>«  to  grant  llie  application  now  before  that  body  for 
tlie  extenAoii  of  tlie  patent  for  \Vnodworth*ti  planing  ma- 
trbioe. 

.\lMOy  one  the  same  snlMcct,  a  petition  signed  by  Wni.  P. 
Pritchett  and  51  otber  citizena  of  tbe  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Also,  on  the  ttauie  Bub)ect,  a  petition  signed  by  G.  S. 
U'illimms  and  U3  other  cltizena  or  |he  county  of  Pbiladel- 
pliia. 

AlvOjOn  tJie  t^auie  «abjeet,  a  petition  rigued  by  JaineM  K. 
Msrtin  and  ^H)  otlier  citixeu!;  of  tlie  county  of  Philadelphia. 
By  Mr.  EDGERTON:  The  memorial  of  tlie  Board  of 
Trade  of  Toie<io  county,  Ohio,  for  lights  and  bunytt  in  the 
Manroe«)  Bny,  aud  for  removing  obatructionH  to  the  naviga- 
tion thereof. 

A1m>,  ofcitizensof  Leipfic,  Putnam  eounty,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing for  tbc  paMoge  of  a  law  for  tbe  better  ob^rvnnce  of  tiie 
rhri>tian  Sabbatli,  and  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  the  mails 
on  that  day. 

By  Mr.  PULLER,  of  Maine  :  The  remonstrance  of  J.  8. 
Lorxl  and  209  others,  citizens  of  Hancoek  county,  Maine, 
against  the  renewal  or  further  extension  of  tlie  Wnodworth 
patent  planing  machine,  so  called. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Allows,  and  also  asviiftant 
roanlials  of  the  county  of  Washington,  Maine,  praying  Con- 
gresH  fot  additional- compensiation  as  assistant  marshals  of 
Ignited  States  in  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Andrew  Reig  and  others,  of 
Lnbec.  Maine,  against  repealing  the  act  of  March  3, 1848, 
or  modifying  the  same. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  P.  Brown  and  li20  others, 
praying  Congress  to  place  certain  piers  and  buoys  in  tbe 
entrance  to  Narraguagus  harbor. 

By  Mr.  FITCII :  IMie  petition  of  George  Poineroy,  assist- 
ant marsbal  of  Marshall  county,  Indiana,  asking  additional 
eouipeosation  for  taking  the  census. 

.Mao,  the  remonstrance  of  J.  L.  Jamegan,  and  otlier  dti- 
xriiK  of  Indiana,  against  a  renewal  of  a  patent  to  Austin  and 
ZebuloQ  Parker,  for  alleged  improvement  in  reaction  water 

By  Mr.  BELL  :  The  petition  of  WUIiam  Mcintosh  and 
8.  McCay,  deputy  marshals  of  Greene  county,  Ohio,  praying 
additional  compensation  for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  WELCH:  The  remonstrance  of  39  citizens  of 
Gallia  county,  Ohio,  against  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the 
Woodwortli  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Bayard  and  Leonard  Drown, 
of  Athens  county,  Ohio^  for  additional  compensation  as 
as»i«tant  mar^ihnls  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  DEAN :  The  peUtion  of  Henry  W.  Bnshford, 
W.  P.  Reviere,  C.  L.  Nathens,  A.  P.  Speedling,  and  others, 
re«Lidents  of  Westchester  county,  New  York,  in  (kvor  of 
the  <>xtension  of  the  Woo<lwortli  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jnnies  Allen,  Thomas  Road,  and 
others,  citizens  of  tlie  State  of  New  York,  in  fkvor  of  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  HASCALL  :  The  petition  of  Mary  Stanton,  for 
a  pension  for  wounds  received  by  h^r  late  hut^band.  General 
Pbineas  Stanton,  deceased,  in  tlie  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana :  Tbe  petition  of  Andrew 
Heron,  Richard  Nash^  and  75  others,  citizens  of  Rush  and 
Fayette  countiei>,  Indiana,  praving  that  mail  and  post  office 
barin«>ss  be  suspended  on  the  Sabbatli  day- 

By  Mr.  RICHARDSON  :  The  petition  ofGeorgeC.  Best- 
or  and  500  other  citizens  of  Illinois  (or  a  grant  of  land  to 
aid  in  tbe  contttruction  of  a  railroad  from  Burlington,  lown, 
to  some  convenient  p»»iHl  wost  upon  th«*  MisKouri  river. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  King  and  1^7  other  citizens  of 
lllioois.  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
nulroa<i  from  Burlington,  Iowa,  via  Peoria,  in  Illinois,  to 
Lafayette,  in  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  MOREHBAD:  The  memorial  of  R.  H.  Brown, 
Francis  Watkins,  Robert  Burn^,  Archibald  Wilson,  llnrly 
Hriwn,  Samuel  M.  Hughes,  JcMse  Wheeler,  Mile»<  D.  King, 
WilliaiD  P.  Graves,  and  John  P.  H.  Russ,  assistant  niar- 
i^lialri  (br  the  district  of  Nortli  Carolina,  praying  an  increase 
of  eouipensntion  for  taking  the  late  censiiif. 

Al^o,  the  moniorial  of  Thomas  D.  Rosebraugh  and  others, 
citizens  of  tlie  State  of  Nortli  Carolina,  praying  the  esiab- 
li«l»meiit  of  a  mail  route  flrom  Salem,  North  Carolina,  to 
Uanville,  Virginia,  and  for  transporting  the  moil  in  coaches. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  Two  memorials  Ooni 
«'itizen«  of  Philadelphia,  o^iking  for  an  extension  of  the 
Woodwt)rth  patent. 

By  Mr.  DOTY  :  The  petitioii  of  Daniel  M.  Whitnsy,  G. 
A.  Lawton,  Marshal  Ten  Eyck,  aud  other  hihabitauts  of 
<*rt!en  Bay,  for  an  appropriiuion  tor  placing  buoys  to  mark 
ttic  cbannel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nctf nab  river,  at  the  head 
•X  Green  Bay. 

Mmtf  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin^  for 
<*  frant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  Ironi 
Chicago,  via  Jonesville,  to  Lake  Superior. 

Also,  tbe  nif^moriol  of  tfie  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  for 
A  mail  route  aud  tri-w0ekly  service  from  Sheboygan  to 
*'''eeu  Bay. 

,  By  Mr.  BRENTON :  The  petition  of  Egberi  B.  Mott,  as- 
'^aiit  marshal  in  tlie  State  of  Indiana,  asking  additional 
''(Htipensation  for  takint  the  census. 
'  AtfOy  the  memorial  of  Zebina  Rawsen,  of  Noble  county, 
Indiana,  asking  for  a  pension. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  3,  lOSU. 
Prayer  by  tlte  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bittler. 
^Ir.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  A.  W. 
V^Viil  and  others,  proponing  to  construct  a  road 
'■"•^m   the  Mi»»souri  river  to  tlie  Pacific  ocenn; 
*^iicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
^ndi. 


Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Clark  county, 
Ohio,  remonstrating  against  an  extension  of  the 
patent  gmnted  to  W.  W.  Woodworth  for  a  plan- 
ing machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  William  McFarlane,  as- 
sistant marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  memorial  of  Gid- 
eon Hotchkiss,  praying  an  extension  of  a  patent 
granted  to  him  for  certain  improvements  in  water- 
wheels;  which  wns  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  an  extension  of 
the  patent  granted  to  Austin  and  Zebulon  Parker 
for  improvements  in  water-wheels;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  masters  and  owners  of  ves- 
sel^ at  North  Haven,  Maine,  praying  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  on  Heron  Neck ;  wnich  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
A.  Lamb,  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Census 
in  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Scott,  praying  a  pension  for  twenty-eight  years' 
service  in  the  Navy  as  officers*  cook;  whicn  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of 
Matthew  Rippey,  praying  that  a  patent  may  be 
granted  to  Conrad  Wheat,  junior,  or  his  legal  rep- 
resentative, for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
according  to  the  plot  of  survey  under  the  New 
Madrid  location  certificate  of  said  Wheat;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  eleven  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  praying  tlie  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Maysville,  Illinois, 
to  New  Harmony,  Indiana;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  ^emon- 
strating  against  an  extension  of  the  patent  granted 
to  Cyrus  H.  McCormick  for  a  reaping  machine; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Cap- 
tain Williuin  G.  Williams,  of  the  Corps  of  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  for  a  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts at  the  Treasury  upon  equitalile  and  just 
principles;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  E.  Backus  and  others, 
officers  of  the  army  in  New  Mexico,  praying  that 
tbe  officers  and  ennsted  it^en  stationed  in  that  Ter- 
ritory may  be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  as  to 
pay,  with  those  stationed  in  California  and  Oregon; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  of  news- 
paper agents  in  New  York  and  Boston,  praying 
that  the  duty  on  foreign  newspapers  may  oe  abol- 
ished; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Lane,  for  payment  of  certain  drafts  drawn 
and  accepted  by  Government  agents,  for  transport- 
ation and  subsistence  furnish^  the  Indian  Com- 
mission in  California;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  A. 
Vann,an  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Seventli 
Census  in  North  Carolina,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  W.  W.  Woodwortli 's  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Perry  county,  In- 
diana, praying  the  organization  of  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska,  and  the  settlement  of  the  public 
lands  therein  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished;  which  wns  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories. 

Mr.  -CASS  presented  two  memorials  of  mer- 
chants, shippers,  ship-owners,  underwriters,  and 
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others,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  prayinf;  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  costs  and 
expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Juoiciary. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  petitioii  of 
citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Monona  to  Decorali,in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  D.  Jennings  and  oth- 
ers, praying  that  a  contract  may  be  made  with 
Ambrose  W .  Thompson  for  transporting  the  mails 
from  the  United  States  to  the  western  coast  of  Ire- 
land; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na^ 
val  AfTair**. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Hosea  B.  Horn  and  John 
J.  Selman,  praying  a  grant  of  land  at  thejunctton 
of  the  California  and  Oregon  roads,  for  the  pur- 
j>ose  of  making  a  settlement  in  order  to  offora  re- 
lief to  emigrants  overland;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  held  at  Iowa  City,tuid 
of  a  Railroad  convention  held  at  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
in  favor  of  donations  of  land  to  the  Dubuque  and 
Keokuck,  and  the  Davenport  and  Council  Bluffs 
railroads;  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa, 
for  a  grant  of  land  fVom  Burlington  to  Fort  Des 
Moines,  with  a  branch  to  Keosauqua,  in  Van  Bu- 
ren  county;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Carrollton,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  public  lands 
may  be  sold  only  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited 
quantities;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Henderson  county, 
Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  a  section  of  land  to 
every  citizen  of^the  United  States  upon  becoming 
an  actual  settler;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Kirkland,  Ohio; 
a  petition  of  citizens  of  Worcester,  New  York; 
and  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Westford,  New 
York, praying  that  the  public  lands  may  be  grant- 
ed, in  limiited  quantities,  to  actual  settlers  only; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Wisconsin,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Michigan  for  the  construction  of  the  Oakland 
and  Ottawa  railroad;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  I^uisiana,  in  favnr  of  the  establishment 
of  a  post  office  at  the  village  of  New  Road,  in  the 
parish  of  Point  Coup^;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
ill  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Harrisonburg  to  Winnsborougb,  in  that  State; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  petition  of  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  other  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  further  aid  may  be  extended 
to  Collinses  line  of  steamships;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land  act; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  the  introduction  of  convicts,  felons, 
and  paupers  into  the  United  States  may  be  pro- 
hibited by  law;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAWSON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Bibb  county,  Georgia,  remonstrating  against  an 
extension  of  the  patent  granted  to  W.  W.  Wood- 
worth  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  papers  of. Colonel  James 
R.  Crctvy,  on  the  fJlw  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afihirs.  « 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  wns 

Oritrei,  Thai  the  petition  and  papcmof  (Jidcon  Walker, 

on  tlie  files  of  tlie  Senate,  be  rtftmd  to  the  Committee  of 

Claims. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  on 
the  6  toil  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
diiui  Affkin. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
Onleredf  Thnt  the  petition  of  merchanta,  nhip-mafters, 
and  others,  of  Kennebunk,  Maine,  praying  an  appropriation 
to  complete  the  mone  pier  at  the  entrance  of  KeoDebunk 
rivei^  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  BORLAND,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  J.  B.  Johnton,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
sureties  of  Daniel  Winslow,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  wus 
read  and  passed  to  (he  second  reading;.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tie  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  William  Greer,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  ref- 
late the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Iowa,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  to  whTch  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  the  public  land,  for  the  purpose  of 
locating  and  constructing  a  railroad  from  Fond  du 
Lac  to  Janesville,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JAME^,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Bancroft  Woodcock,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  patent  for  improvement  in  ploughs, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading.    Th^eport  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Tobias  Purrington,  submitted  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  cit- 
izens of  AU^hany  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Lawrence 
county.  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  a  ship-canal 
arouiid  the  Falls  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Preston  Staritt  and  others,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  asrreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  which  was  'referred  the 
petition  of  Cyrus  H.  McCormick,  praying  an 
extension  of  his  patent,  reported  a  t^U  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  tJie  second 
reading. 

PASSENGERS  IN  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  report  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  pas- 
sengers in  merchant  vessels,"  approved  February 
22,  1847:  and  also,  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  to  provide  for  the  ventilation  of  passenger  ves- 
sels," approved  March  17,  1848. 

Mr.  u,  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  that  bill  now. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  is  rather  important,  if  this 
bill  is  passed  at  all,  that  it  should  be  passed  speed- 
ily. I  will  state  the  object  of  it,  and  the  Senate 
will  see  the  propriety  of  the  motion  to  take  it  up. 
The  acU  relatini^  to  passengers,  which  are  re- 
ferred to  in  this  bill,  and  of  which  this  bill  is  an 
amendnient,  provide  for  certain  penalties  in  case 
of  the  violation  of  their  provisions,  and  these  pen- 
alties are  made  a  lien  ujNon  the  vessel.  The^jourts 
in  New  York  have  fallen  into  some  doubt  and  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the 
last  named  act  by  the  lien.  The  object  of  this  act 
is  simply  to  provide  that  the  lien  shall  attach  to 
the  vessels  in  all  cases;  and  the  reason  why  I  wish 
it  acted  upon  now,  is  this:  theprincipal  usefulness 
of  the  act  is  its  application  to  foreign  vessels,  and 
if  its  application  is  not  immediate,  and  the  for- 


eign vessel  leaves  the  port  of  this  country,  the 
lien  becomes  of  no  utility  whatever.  The  bill 
which  I  now  propose  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  provides  that  the  lien  shall  attach  immedi- 
ately to  the  vessel,  and  that  the  party  may  relieve 
himself  from  that  lien  by  giving  a  bond  to  secure 
the  execution  and  the  judgment,  if  one  be  ren- 
dered against  him. 

The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  all  quite  necessa- 
ry and  important,  and  are  placed  on  as  favorable 
a  foundation  for  the  parties  as  they  can  well  be. 
There  is  now  considerable  complaint  in  New  York 
that  foreign  vessels  violate  these  laws,  and  escape 
their  penalties  because  the  lien  does  not  attach  to 
the  vessels,  thus  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  go 
away  and  escape  the  penalty. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time.  It  con- 
sists of  two  sections,  the  first  of  which  provides 
that  the  first  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  car- 
riage of  passengers  on  board  of  merchant  vessels, 
approved  February  22d,  and  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  of  March  17,  1848,  be  so  amended  as  to 
provide  that  when  any  master  of  a  vessel  shall 
violate  the  provisions  of  these  sections  by  taking 
on  board  their  vesselsa  greater  number  of  passen- 
gers than  the  proportion  specified  in  said  section 
admit,  the  master  of  such  vessel  shall  pay  th^  sum 
of  (^  for  each  passenger  so  taken ;  the  penalty  to 
be  recovered  and  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  by  the  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  ton- 
nage; and  that  every  such  master  violating  the  sec- 
tions as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor; and,  upon  conviction,  may  be  impris- 
oned for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  year. 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  penalties 
thus  imposed  shall  be  liens  upon  such  vessels,  and 
they  mav  be  libeled  in  the  district  courts  of  the 
Umted  States  held  in  the  several  States  where  such 
vessels  may  arrive;  but  that  such  vessel  may  be 
discharged  from  such  lien  by  security  being  given 
for  the  payment  of  any  judgment  thus  obtained. 

There  l>eingno  amendment,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  6WIN  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment 
by  the  Surveyor  General  of  California  for  the  sur- 
veys which  may  be  executed  of  any  claims  which 
have  been  or  may  be  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Land  Commissioners  tor  adjudication  under  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  3d  March,  1851,  *<  to 
ascertain  and  settle  the  private  land  daims  in  the 
State  of  California." 

Mr.  MORTON  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  to  *•  the  Pensacola  ana  Navy-Yard  Flank 
Road  Company"  through  the  public  lands. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  agreenblj  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave^o  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  McGrc^r;  which  «as  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

He  also,  agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bUl  to  provide 
for  the  safety  and  the  health  of  emigrant  passen- 
gers in  merchant  vessels;  which  was  reaa  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  (on  behalf  of  Mr.  Bkioht,) 
agreeably  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  enti- 
tled **  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  therein  men- 
tioned," passed  May  9,  1851;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  to 
F>royide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Superintendent  of 
ndian  Affairs  tn  California,  and  it  concurred 
therein. 

From  explanations  made  by  Senators,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  amendment  consisted  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  salary  from  |5,000  to  |4,000.  Subse- 
quently the  bill  was  received  from  the  House, 
with  tne  signature  of  the  Speaker,  and  it  was 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 
CHARLES  6.  HUNTER. 
The  following  resolution,  which  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Clkmbns  on  the  24th  ultimo,  was,  on  his 
motion,  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Nsval  AAin  be  ti- 
Aructed  to  inquire  into  Uie  expedMtney  of  raf^adim  to 
Charles  6.  Hunter  the  amount  of  Utnee  f>a.<taiiHrd  byldn 
while  eommandinf  the  steamer  "Scfimiw"  and  the 
schooner  "  Taney,**  for  rsppHes,  for  which  the  wopa 
vouebers  were  not  takoo.  ^^ 

ASSIGNABILITY  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  BADGER  and  Mr.  HUNTER  expreved 
the  hope  that  the  Senate  would  take  up  the  tull 
making  land  warrants  assignable,  in  order  that 
the  amendment  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTa 
might  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  that  bUl  wUl  not 
now  be  taken  up.  There  are  serious  objectioiu 
in  my  mind  to  its  being  taken  up.  In  tne  fim 
place,  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt] 
desires  to  speak  iipon  the  bill,  as  it  has  bctn 
amended  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
he  is  not  here.  In  the  second  place,  I  have  ob- 
jections to  it,  because  if  we  are  to  have  a  grant  of 
land  given  to  us  to  make  a  railroad  in  Iowa,  ve 
do  not  want  the  land  located  by  land- warrant 
speculators.  We  desire  that  these  lands  shaU  be 
held  back  for  that  purpose;  otherwise  the  grut 
will  avail  but  little;  but  if  tliese  warrants  are  u- 
signed,  the  assignees  will  immediately  locatethea 
on  the  intended  route.  I  trust  that,  for  that  rea- 
son, also,  this  bill  will  not  now  be  taken  up. 

Sir,  there  is  still  another  reason  which  I  wooM 
urge.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Dodge]  is  prepared  to 
proceed  with  his  remarks  on  the  Iowa  land  bill, 
on  which  he  has  tlie  floor.  The  consideration  of 
that  bill  is  the  unfinished  business,  and  I  tniat  it 
will  not  be  laid  aside  for  this  or  any  other  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  reasons  assigned  hj  tbe 
Senator  from  Iowa,  show  the  manifest  propriety 
of  taking  up  this  bill.  If  I  understand  him,  he  a 
opposed  to  this  bill  altogether. 

Mr  JONES.  I  did  not  say  so,  nor  did  I  meaa 
to  be  so  understood. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  what  possible  infloetice 
can  it  have  upon  the  particular  bill  of  which  be 
has  charge,  whether  this  bill  is  taken  up  and  di^ 
posed  of  this  week  or  next?  Sir,  it  is  almost  on* 
exampled,  that  a  bill,  which  has  come  from  ibe 
House  of  Representatives  with  an  amendmest, 
and  been  referred  to  a  tommittee,  and  been  n* 
ported  back  by  that  committee,  should  be  alloved 
by  the  Senate  to  lie  over  so  long,  without  its  action 
either  in  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  ibe 
House,  or  in  rejecting  it. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  do  not  wish  toioter- 
nipt  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina;  but  I  hope 
my  colleague  will  give  way,  and  permit  this  billio 
be  taken  up. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  bUl  has  been  retamed 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  withan  amemi- 
ment.  This  amendment  was  referred  to  the  Sen- 
ate committee,  and  that  committee  have  reported 
it  bacJc,  recommending  that  the  amendment  he  not 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  any 
particular  form  of  taking  the  question;  but  1  ara  » 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  matter  that  I  will  more 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
House. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  8CT«- 
ing  or  disagreeing  with  the  amendment.  It  w 
Senate  determine  not  to  agree  to  the  aroendmeot« 
then  the  bill  goes  back  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  House  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  read.  It  P»" 
^  posed  to  strike  out  all  after  the  first  section  of  |w 
I  till,  and  insert  a  provision  that  warrants,  which 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  innied  in  parsiiance 
of  the  act  of  1850,  may  be  located  upon  any  landi 
of  the  United  States,  subject  to  private  entry  at  the 
time  of  such  location,  at  the  minimun  price;  pro- 
vided, that  when  said  warrants  shall  be  located 
upon  lands  which  are  subject  to  entry  at  a  ^^ 
minimum  than  |1  25  per  acre,  the  locator  of  w 
land  warrants  shall  pay  to  the  United  Statea  a 
cash  the  difference  between  the  value  o^'^^^V^T 
rants  at  fl  25  per  acre,  and  the  tract  of  land  lo- 
cated on. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  believe  that  the  Commim 
on  Public  Lands  recommend  that  the  Senate  dis- 
agree with  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  a<P* 
resentatives.  ■.^ 

The  PRESIDENT.    That  is  the  reconwnendf 

tion  of  the  committee.  .   ^_ 

Mr.  BADGER.    Out  of  deferwwe  to  the  torn- 
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mittee  who  made  that  recommendation,  as  I 
understand  by  my  friend  from  Iowa  that  that 
recommendation  was  unanimous,  1  will  withdraw 
my.  motion  to  agree  to  the  House  amendment,  and 
that  may  lead  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  conference. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is,  will  the 
Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  think  there  would  become 
danger,  were  the  Senate  to  af^ree  to  that  amend- 
ment. 1  understand  that  the  uommittee  on  Public 
Lands  are  unanimous.  They  think  that  some  of 
the  changes  made  in  the  House  would  lead  to  se- 
rious consequences. 

Mr.  BADGER,  llien  I  move  to  disagree  with 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  hope  we  shall  disagree  with 
the  amendment,  and  leave  the  bill  as  we  sent  it  to 
the  House.  1  think  it  is  a  safer  bill  as  we  sent  it 
to  the  House  than  it  is  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  sorry  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  is  not  here 
to  present  to  the  Senate  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee; but  I  can  state  that  the  committee  were  unan- 
imous in  disa^eeiuj^  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  in  msisung  on  the  bill  as  it  passed  the 
Senate.  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  eo  fully  into  the 
subject,  and  for  that  reason  I  should  be  unwilling 
to  see  a  vote  takenr  on  this  amendment  without 
some  explanation  of  the  matter,  so  that  the  Senate 
may  clearly  understand  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.    We  all  understand  it.    Let  us 
take  the  vote  upon  it. 
Mr.  BORLAND.    If  I  thought  so  I  would  be 

willing 

Mr.  BADGER*  The  question  has  been  'dis- 
cussed here  for  years. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Then  all  I  have  to  say  is, 
that  there  are  good  reasons  with  which  I  wilt  not 
now  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  that  would 
satisfy  the  Senate  fully,  not  only  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  bill  as  we  passed  it,  but  as  to  the 
great  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  the  amendment 
proposea  by  the  House,  particularly  to  that  part 
of  It  which  extends  the  operation  of  the  bill  and 
giTes  greater  facilities  for  tne  location  of  these  land 
warrants. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  desire  to  hear  that  part  of  the 
bill  read  which  the  House  has  retained. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  House  has  retained 
the  first  section  only. 
The  provision  was  read  accordingly. 
Mr.  uASS.  That  I  understand  is  the  section 
which  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  I  should  like 
DOW  to  hear  what  change  is  proposed  to  be  made 
in  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  change  proposed  is 
to  strike  out  all  the  other  sections  of  the  bill  as  it 
passed  the  Senate,  and  substitute  provisions  which 
nave  been  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  is  said  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives have  made  material  changes  in  the  bill 
in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  land  warrants. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  House  of  Representatives 
proposes  to  strike  out  everything  except  the  first 
section,  and  then  to  add  provisos. 
Mr.  CASS.    Well,  let  the  provisos  be  read. 
They  were  read  accordingly. 
The  bill  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  as  follows: 

**  Be  U  enacted f  4>c.,  That  all  warrants  Ibr  iniHtoiy  bounty 
land,  wbicb  bave  l>een  or  msy  hereafter  be  inued  under 
aoy  law  of  the  Ifnited  Statet,and  all  valid  locations  of  the 
same,  which  bave  been,  or  may  hereoAer  be  made,  are 
hereli^  declared  to  be  aivignable,  by  deed  or  instrument  of 
writinc,  made  and  ereciited  after  the  taking  effect  of  tlits 
act,  arcordinf  to  such  form,  and  pursuant  to  sucb  rectila- 
Uons  9»  may  hie  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  OfHce,  so  as  to  vest  the  assignee  with  all  the 
rights  of  tbe  original  owner*  of  the  warrant  or  location : 
ProtfUed,  That  any  person  entitled  to  preflmptioa  right  to 
any  land,  shall  be  emilled  to  use  any  such  land  warrant  in 
payment  of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  $1  25  per  acre,  for  the 
quantity  of  land  therein  specified :  ProvUed^Th^t  the  war- 
ranta  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  issued,  in  pur- 
Muuice  of  said  act  of  of  this  act,  may  be  located  upon  any 
landa  of  the  United  States  subject  to  private  entry  at  the 
ime  of  such  location,  atthe  minimum  price:  Provided  fwr- 
'■her.  That  when  "said  warrants  shall  be  located  upon  lands 
■rtiich  are  subject  to  entry  at  a  greater  minimum  than  #1  35 
per  acre,  the  locators  of  said  warrants  shall  pay  to  tbe 
United  States,  in  cash,  tbe  difference  between  the  value  of 
ioc;fa  warrants  at  $1  35  per  acre,  and  tbe  tract  of  land  loca- 
ted on." 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
those  sections  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
propose  to  strike  out. 


The  PRESIDENT.  Those  portions  of  the  bill 
will  be  read. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  £  think  I  can  explain  the  dif- 
ference satisfactorily  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania without  the  neceasity  of  asain  reading  those 
portions  of  the  bill.  The  ^reat  difference  between 
the  sectiona  of  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the  Senate, 
and  the  provisions  which  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives propsse  to  substitute  is  this:  The  House 
proposes  to  allow  bounty  land  warrants  to  be  lo- 
cated on  any  lands  hereafter  to  be  exposed  for 
sale.  There  was  a  provision  in  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill  of  the  last  year  provid- 
ing that  tnese  warrants  should  only  be  located  on 
those  lands  which  were  then  exposed  for  sale. 
The  result  would  be  that  we  should  derive  no  rev- 
enue, for  a  considerable  time  at  least,  from  the 
public  hinds.  If  we  adhere  to  the  bill  as  we  sent 
It  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  may'atill 
derive  a  revenue  from  the  landa  brought  into  mar- 
ket aAer  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
chairman  of  the  com  mittee  which  repoHed  this  bill 
is  not  present  to  explain  it,  as  it  was  originally  re- 
ported. If  I  understand  the  matter  correctly,  it  is 
a  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  originally  with  a 
provision,  in  addition  to  making  the  land  warrants 
assignable,  to  pay  the  registera  and  receiven  at 
the  Fand  offices.  I  had  something  to  do,  being  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  the  prepar- 
ation of  the  orieinal  bill.  It  passed  the  Senate 
and  went  to  the  House,  and  the  House  has  struck 
out  all  that  relates  to  the  compensation  of  the  re- 
gistera and  receiven,  and  sent  the  bill  back,  sim- 
ply providing  for  the  assignability  of  land  war- 
rants, with  some  other  small  amendments. 

Now,  for  one,  I  shall  oppoae  the  passage  of 
any  bill  of  that  kind  until  the  House  consents  to 
make  some  provision  for  those  officera  who  are 
now  performing  their  duties  without  any  compen- 
sation. I  am  actually  astonished,  that  gentlemen 
of  the  opDOsite  party,  as  1  saw  them  do  in  the 
House,  snould  blinaly  and  inconsiderately  vote 
against  making  any  provision  for  the  men  who  are 
now  in  office,  receiving  no  compensation  what- 
ever. 

This  i^h  subject  that  I  understand,  having  been 
at  one  time  at  the  head  of  the  Land  Office,  and  be- 
ing also  a  representative  of  a  Western  State;  and 
I  know  these  officera  cannot  perform  Uieir  duty 
without  compensation.  Sir,  in  my  own  State 
then  is  not  a  man  in  any  of  these  land  offices 
who  is  receiving  anything  more  than  amera nom- 
inal compensation.  All  the  lands  are  now  entered 
by  land  warrants,  and  the  law  has  allowed  them 
no  compensation,  or  what  is  only  a  mera  nominal 
one,  for  that  duty»  and  yet  the  labor  is  fourfold, 
even  more  than  fourfold,  what  it  is  when  the  en- 
try is  made  by  a  cash  payment. 

This  matter  was  all  well  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  original  bill,  and  our  inten- 
tion was  that  we  would  make  this  carry  through 
the  other  bill.  I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  see, 
that  unless  we  hold  on  hera  to  the  original  bill, 
we  shall  never  get  any  provision  made  for  the  men 
who  are  now  performing  duty  as  land  officers.  1 
cannot  ^o  into  the  history  of  the  legislation  upon 
this  subject;  it  would  take  too  longa  time  to  do  so; 
but  I  call  on  any  Senator  from  a  Western  State  to 
say  whether  these  men  can  live  as  officera  without 
receiving  further  compensation.  There  ara  gen- 
tlemen here  who  have  been  officera  themselves, 
and  they  will  sustain  me  in  what  I  have  stated. 
It  is  very  singular  that  we  must  fight  for  those 
very  men  who  have  been  put  in  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  fight  against  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istration to  get  a  compensation  for  them,  not  in 
this  body,  but  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 
have  been  astonished  to  see  the  contest  there.  I 
shall  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  any  shape, 
unless  It  provides  a  compensation  for  the  ofllcera 
which  I  have  named. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  speaking  upon  this  subject,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  not 
present;  but  I  think  I  represent  the  committee 
fairly  when  I  say  that  tne  amendment  of  the 
House  strikes  out  the  best  features  of  the  btH,  as 
it  passed  the  Senate,  and  it  adds  another  which 
makes  it  very  objectionable.  They  struck  out 
that  portion  of  the  bill  spoken  of  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois,  tneraby  refusing  additional 
compensation  to  the  land  oflfcera,  and  refusing  it 
too  at  the  very  same  time  that  they  deprive  them, 


by  the  terms  of  the  bill  itself,  of  the  compensation 
to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  law  which  ex- 
isted when  they  went  into  office.  They  are  by 
law  entitled  to  a  specific  salary,  and  in  addition 
to  that,  to  a  percentage  ufv>n  the  money  which 
they  receive. 

This  bill,  by  making  the  land  warrants  receiv- 
able for  land,  of  courae  deprives  them  of  the  per- 
centage they  would  receive  upon  cash  receipts; 
and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
remarked,  making  their  labor  fourfold,  or  more 
than  fourfold,  greater  than  before.  I  think  we 
have  no  right  to  pass  this  bill  making  land  war- 
rants assignable,  or  giving  land  warrants  at  nil  for 
military  services,  without  at  the  same  time  pro- 
viding for  these  officera  in  some  other  way  the 
amount  of  compensation  they  would  be  entitled 
to  but  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Under  kws 
long  existing,  these  officera  have  gone  into  office, 
and  were  entitled  to  receive  a  certain  compensa- 
tion for  their  services.  We  now  go  to  work  and 
Iftgislate  them  out  of  the  compensation  to  which 
they  were  lawfully  entitled,  it  seems  to  me  that 
that  sense  of  justice  which  every  Senator  must  en- 
tertain, would  compel  us  to  make  this  provision 
for  them,  and  allow  them  a  fair  compensation  for 
their  labor. 

Sir,  this  amendment  is  objectionable  in  another 
respect,  for  it  deprives  a  lar^^e  number  of  merito- 
rious individuals  of  a  provision  of  bounty  lands, 
who  have  claims  equally  meritorious  as  tnose  we 
have  provided  for.  The  object  of  the  bill,ii8  it 
passed  the  Senate,  is  to  put  all  persons  on  the 
same  footing  who  have  rendered  military  service 
to  the  country.  It  was  not  to  discriminate,  but  to 
place  all  who  were  equally  meritorious  upon  the 
same  footing.  The  amendment,  as  it  comes  fVom 
the  House,  strikes  out  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  discriminates  oflTensively  and  injuriously. 

But  I  said  that  the  amendment  not  only  struck 
out  portions  of  the  bill  which  were  themselves 
meritorious,  but  added  a  feature  which  is  seriously 
objectionable.  The  firat  section  of  tbe  bill,  as  it 
passed  the  Senate,  permitted  the  land  warrants  to 
be  located  upon  any  land  in  market,  and  subject 
to  entry  at  private  sale,  with  proper  restrictions. 
The  House  has  so  amended  it  that  they  throw 
open  the  whole  body  of  the  public  lands,  not  only 
that  which  we  have  now,  but  that  which  we  may 
have  hereafter;  and  subjects  the  whole  to  the  oper- 
ation of  these  land  warrants.  The  effect  of  it 
must  be,  as  any  one  can  see,  to  induce  speculatora 
to  monopolize  the  land  warrants  and  hoard  them 
up,  or  concentrate  them  on  large  tracts  of  land 
which  are  not  now  in  the  market,  and  not  only 
deprive  the  Government,  in  this  way,  of  all  rev- 
enue to  be  derived  from  the  public  lands— which 
seems  to  be  a  consideration  with  those  who  look 
to  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue— but 
seriously  injure  those  who  have  located  in  the 
country,  by  preventing  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  opening  of  it  to  improvement,  and  con- 
sequently preventing  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  lands. 

1  am  sorry  that  I  had  not  expected  to  be  called 
on  to  explain  this  subject^  in  order  that  I  might 
have  prepared  myself  to  present  the  views  which 
were  given  in  the  committee  in  a  proper  manner  to 
the  Senate.  These  are  the  reasons  which  oper- 
ated upon  the  committee  in  objecting  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  and  recommending  that  we 
should  insist  upon  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate. 
I  think  the  proper  courae  will  oe  to  insist  upon 
the  bill  as  we  passed  it,  and  let  it  go  back  to  the 
House,  and  a  committee  of  conference  be  appointed 
to  adjust  the  difiference  between  us. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  In  my  opinion,  the  most  expe- 
dient course  for  the  Senate  to  purane  is  to  agree 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House.  My 
reasons  for  suggesting  this  as  the  more  appropriate 
courae,  are  founded  principally  upon  the  fact  that 
a  laige  number  of  the  persons  who  were  benefited 
by  the  act  of  1850,  were  by  that  act  denied  the 
privilege  of  using  and .  disposing  of  the  benefit 
which  IS  conferred  upon  them,  according  to  their 
own  judgment.  They  are  insulted,  I  may  say, 
with  a  provision  in  that  bill,  denying  to  them  the 
right  of  transferring  this  property  according  to 
their  own  judgment  and  discretion.  It  is  that 
oflTensive  feature  of  the  bill  which  we  set  out  to  re- 
move when  we  began  to  legislate  upon  this  subject; 
and  by  that  portion  of  tbe  bill  which  is  now  left, 
it  is  removed,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  would  vote 
to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House,  in  order 
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to  obtain  that  object  which  1  consider  of  so  much 
inipurtance  to  these  individuals. 

What  is  tlie  objection  to  it  ?  It  is  said  tliat  many 
and  valuable  provisions  which  were  insrrled  in 
the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate,  have  been  struck 
out  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  know 
very  well  that  provisions  nave  been  struck  out  of 
which  I  most  heartily  and  cordially  approve;  and 
among  others,  those  which  were  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shieli>8.]  I  am  quite 
willing  that  the  officers  to  whom  he  referred  should 
have  a  suitable  compensation  for  their  services; 
but  1  put  it  to  my  friend  as  a  man  of  honor,  and 
as  a  man  who  loves  to  extend  justice  to  all  who 
are  entitled  to  it,  whether  it  is  right  to  endanger 
the  rights  of  the  individuals  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferr^,  in  order  to  compel  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  do  justice  to  another  set  of  individuals? 
t  think  it  is  a  principle  which  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  not,  upon  reflection,  attempt  to  enforce. 
He  withholds  a  measure  of  justice  which  is  emi- 
nently required  and  demanded  by  the  individuals 
for  whom  the  provision  is  made,  and  he  withholds 
it  to  obtain  another  object  which  he  has  in  view. 
1  think  that  course  cannot  be  justified.  While  I 
approve  the  provisions  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  has  referred  with  regard  to  the  land  offi- 
ces, and  desire  that  they  should  be  adopted,  I  also 
desire  that  certain  other  provisions  contained  in 
that  bill,  which  were  struck  out  by  the  House, 
should  become  a  law;  and  I  understand  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  the  subject  now 
before  them  in  an  independent  bill,  having  sepa- 
rated it  from  this,  because  tliere  were  matters  of 
controversy  contained  in  the  provisions  which  they 
su-uck  out.  They  have  now  introduced  them  in 
n  separate  bill,  as  I  understand,  and  propose  to 
act  upon  it  whenever  they  have  time  and  an  op- 
portunity to  do  it.  They  have  separated  the  suo- 
jects  so  OS  to  give  dispatch  to  business,  and  in  my 
upinion,  it  was  just  and  proper  to  do  so  if  there 
was  a  controversy  that  was  likely  to  create  delay 
in  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virerinia  [Mr.  Hcn- 
Te&]  says,  there  is  an  addftional  clause  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  by  which  the  privilege 
of  location  is  extended  to  otner  lands  than  those 
>  which  were  indicated  by  the  original  bill,  to  any 
lands  which  are  surveyea  and  brought  into  market, 
not  only  those  which  are  sold  at  the  minimum 
price,  m\t  those  brought  in  at  a  larger  price.  1 
see  no  injustice  in  that,  no  objectionable  principle 
or  feature  in  it.  If  you  intend  to  give  to  the  old 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  a  douceur  which  shall 
be  acceptable  to  them,  why  not  give  it  to  them  in 
the  form  which  is  usual;  why  not  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  locate  upon  any  lands  which  are 
in  market,  not  only  those  which  are  in  the  market 
at  the  day  the  bill  passes,  but  those  which  shall  be 
brought  in  hereafter?  What  objection  can  there 
be  to  that?  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  bill  is 
very  acceptable  to  me  as  it  is. 

The  Senator  says  the  revenue  will  be  impaired 
by  the  operation  of  this  amendment.  It  may  be 
so;  but  even  if  it  is  so,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  any 
objection  to  it.  I  can  see  no  impropriety  in  it. 
But  I  do  not  understand  how  the  revenue  is  to  be 
impaired  by  it.  They  can  take  up  the  land  as- 
signed by  the  warrants,  and  no  more.  Of  what 
consequence  is  it  in  what  part  of  tl\e  country  they 
take  it,  or  whether  they  take  it  from  land  in  the 
market  at  the  time  the  bill  is  passed,  or  from  that 
which  shall  come  into  the  market  afterwards.  I 
hope  all  tlie  friends  of  the  old  soldiers,  provided  for 
by  those  bills,  will  vote  to  ap-ee  to  the  amendment 
of  the  House,  and  let  the  bill  become  a  law. 

Mr.  WALKER.  1  think  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  about  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  this  pret^minentlv  a  scheme  for 
speculation.  I  thought  it  was  bad  enough  when 
the  bill  passed  the  Senate,  but  it  is  wonderfully 
improved  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  As 
the  bill  )>as8ed  the  Senate,  the  nrelimptor,  the  man 
entitled  to  a  preemption  right,  had  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  the  land  to  which  he  had  the  preemp- 
tion, with  these  land  warrants.  But  as  it  comes 
back  from  the  Houire  of  Representatives,  he  is  cut 
off  from  that  privilege,  while  the  new  surveys  and 
new  purchases  are  thrown  completely  open  to  him 
who  holds  the  land  warrants,  for  speculation.  This 
is  the  way  it  operates.  Between  the  time  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  for  the  public  sales 
of  the  lands,  and  the  time  of  the  sales,  the  settlers 
on  the  lands  preempted  will  be  unable  to  come  for- 


ward and  prove  their  preemption  right.  They 
would  be  permitted  by  our  bill  to  pay  for  the  land 
with  a  land  warrant.  But  the  House  strikes  out 
that  provision,  and  for  what?  To  throw  open  all 
the  land  subject  to  private  entry  to  the  lana  war- 
rant speculators.  But  at  the  time  the  pre^ptor 
wants  to  pay  for  his  preemption,  it  is  not  open  to 
sale,  and  therefore  it  strikes  down  his  pnvilege 
just  at  the  only  instant  at  which  he  could  avail 
himself  of  it.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  this  bill  woukl 
seem  to  have  been  framed,  if  not  with  the  express 
design,  yet  with  the  inevitable  tendency  to  benefit 
the  speculators  and  not  the  settlers.  The  result 
woulo  be  just  this.  It  will  be  seen  that  as  the  new 
tracts  of  country  become  subject  to  private  entry, 
when  new  Indian  purchases  are  made  and  new 
surveys  take  place  and  the  lands  become  subject 
to  private  entry,  these  land  warrants  will  be  im- 
mensely valuable.  It  will  be  the  policy  of  the 
speculators  in  Wall  street  to  hoard  up  the  war- 
rants, in  anticipation  of  the  new  lands  coming  into 
market.  There  they  will  be  held.  They  will  not 
go  to  the  old  refuse  lands,  but  will  wait  till  the  new 
purchases  and  Uie  new  surveys  are  made,  and  then 
locate  their  warrants  in  the  best  part  of  the  coun- 
try, in  the  meantime,  the  settler  not  being  per- 
mitted to  locate  any  of  them.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  ingenious  things  in  its  operation,  if  not  in  its 
design,  for  aiding  the  speculator,  that  has  ever 
come  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  In  addition  to  what  has  been 
said  by  my  friend  from  Wisconsin,  I  will  say, 
and  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  point,  that  these 
assignees,  who  have  now  a  great  advantage  in 
getting  warrants  at  a  large  discount,  will  be  able 
to  enter  these  warrants  without  giving  any  com- 
pensation to  the  officer. 

No\^,  sir,  the  bill,  as  it  originally  passed  the 
Senate,  establishes  this  principle:  that  the  assignee, 
when  he  makes  an  entry,  shall  pay  exactly  the 
same  amount  as  if  tlie  entry  was  made  for  cash. 
It  is  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  but  by 
tlie  assignee  or  owner  who  makes  the  entry. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says 
that  he  wishes  that  question  to  come  up  for  con- 
sideration by  itself,  in  a  separate  bill.  Such  a 
proposition  has  been  before  the  Senate  for  three  or 
four  sessions,  and  has  failed;  and  the  only  hope 
which  we  have  of  passing  it  is,  to  connect  it  with 
this  bill.  It  ou^ht  to  have  been  parsed  with  the 
original  bill.  Sir,  when  this  bill  becomes  a  law, 
all  the  lands  throughout  the  country  will  be  en- 
tered with  these  warrants,  and  not  taken  up  for 
cash.  No  man  will  enter  land  with  cash  when  he 
can  procure  warrants  at  a  less  price  which  will 
answer  the  same  purpose.  And  how  are  these 
land  officers  to  Uve?  They  get  no  percentage. 
You  have  changed  the  currency,  so  far  a«  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  concerned,  from  cash  to  these  land 
warrants,  and  you  do  not  provide  the  same  com- 
pensation which  you  gave  to  your  officers  when 
the  entries  were  made  with  cash.  This  has  been 
an  oversight  from  the  commencement.  When  we 
commenced  this  species  of  legislation  we  ought, 
with  something  like  provident  foresight,  to  have 
made  provision  for  these  men.  We  neglected 
them,  and  we  shall  only  be  augmenting  that  ne- 
glect if  we  pass  this  amendment.  As  the  bill  was 
originally  framed,  it  compelled  the  assignees  of 
these  land  warrants  to  pay  the  same  for  making 
an  entry  as  they  would  nave  done  if  they  had  en- 
tered their  land  with  cash.  If  you  pass  this  bill 
AS  it  is  now,  you  enable  parties  to  speculate  with 
these  warrants,  and  to  make  an  entry  without 
paying  anything.  You  compel  your  officers  to 
work  for  the  speculator,  without  giving  them  a 
single  cent  for  the  performance  of  their  labor. 
And  if  the  G^overnment  appoint  officers,  and  then 
starve  tliem  while  in  office — and  I  know  they  are 
doing  it  throughout  tlie  country — will  Senators 
tell  me  that  it  shall  be  continued  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER.  A  single  word  of  explanation 
in  relation  to  the  difference  between  the  law  as  it 
would  stand  witliout  the  amendment  of  the  House 
and  the  House  amendment.  Here  is  the  proviso 
to  which  I  referred  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
of  1851: 

"  ProvUett^  Thai  no  land  bounty  for  milimry  sfirvices 
granted  under  the  act  of  28ili  of  Seplpmbcr.  1850,  entitled 
*  An  act  grantins  l>ounty  lands  to  certain  officRrs  and  foI- 
diern  who  have  liecn  enssfed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Ptalei«,»  or  by  virtue  of  any  other  act  of  Conffreita, 
heretofore  piused,  granting  land  bounties  for  military  ser- 
vicer, Phall  be  satisfied  out  of  any  public  land  not  hereto- 
fore broiii^t  into  market,  and  how  eubject  to  entry  at  pri- 
vate sale  under  existing  lawa.'' 


So  that  if  the  amendment  which  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  sent  U)  ui  be  not  adopted, 
the  locators  of  bounty  lands  can  only  locate  thein 
on  lands  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  proviso.  If  we  adopt  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  bounty  lands  may  be  located 
on  any  lands  which  maybe  hereailer  brought  into 
market.  I  have  heard,  as  the  Senator  from  Wit* 
consin  has  suggested,  that  a  large  amount  of  thcM 
land  warrants  are  beinjf  held  back  in  the  handt  of 
companies  and  individuals.  If  we  adopt  tie 
amendment  of  the  House,  we  may  all  see  to  whtt 
it  would  lead.  If  the  bounty  land  bill  is  to  re- 
quire, for  the  satisfaction  of  land  warranto,  u 
large  a  number  of  acres  as  has  been  computed, 
this  amendment  of  the  House,  if  pajued  into  i 
law,  would  lead  to  this  result — that  we  should  »t 
notbins;  into  the  public  Treasury  from  the  puUic 
lands  (or  years  to  come.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
it  would  he  safer  (for  I  do  not  wish  to  connwu 
time  upon  tliis  question)  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Public  L&ndf 
and  disagree  to  the  amendment  of  tlie  Hook. 
They  doubtless  will  insist,  and  we  shall  bare  i 
committee  of  conference,  who  will  regulate  this 
matter  and  present  us  some  proposition  on  vhick 
we  can  vote.  Without  further  loss  of  time,  1 
hope  it  will  be  tlie  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  dia- 
gree  with  the  amendments  of  the  House,  and  ihta 
we  may  have  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  desire  simply  to  call  tlkt 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  one  point:  The  ad 
of  1850  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Uad 
to  various  individuals  who  were  considered  equally 
meritorious  with  those  to  whom  lands  were  gira 
for  service  in  Mexico .  We  neglected  at  that  tuu 
(for  it  seems  to  have  been  an  oversifht  in  oa 
legislation)  to  put  them  upon  the  same  footing, by 
making  their  land  warrants  assignable,  as  thoie  to 
whom  land  warrants  were  granted  forserYiceia 
Mexico.  The  object  of  the  bill  now  before  tbe 
Senate  is  to  put  those  to  whom  we  gave  bouiiiy 
lands  in  1850,  on  an  equality  in  all  respects,  as fiir 
as  possible,  with  those  to  whom  we  save  boooty 
land  for  service  in  Mexico.  The  bill,  as  paand 
by  tlie  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House,  accompiished 
that  object.  The  amendment  of  the  House  cnangei 
that  feature  of  the  bill,  and  makes  a  discrimioa- 
tion  against  those  who  have  heretofore  recei^'d 
land  bounties  for  services  in  Mexico  and  el•^ 
where,  and  who  have  located  tbein,  and  gi\« 
greater  advantages  and  confers  greater  value  o& 
such  warrants  issued  under  the  act  of  September 
2dth,  1850,  OS  have  not  yet  been  located.  U 
opens  a  much  wider  field  eind  much  better  land 
for  the  location  of  these  warrants.  For  one,  I  pro- 
test against  making  the  discrimination  against  giv- 
ing this  increased  compensation  to  persona  whe 
may  now  hold  land  warrants  in  their  hands  who 
may  have  purchased  them  for  speculation,  or  who 
may  hereafter  do  so.  It  is  discriminating  against 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  law  was  origiBsliy 
passed. 

Mr.  GEYER.  If  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  he  is  of  opinion  thai 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  stricken  out  by  theHouir 
ougnt  to  pass  at  some  time  and  in  some  form;  bit 
he  desires  that  we  shall  concur  in  the  amendmenf, 
under  the  expectation  that  the  House  will  at  sow* 
time  pass  a  bill  that  will  cover  all  those  provitiow. 
To  my  tr.ind  it  appears  better,  while  we  are  upoa 
the  subject  of  these  land  warrants,  to  pass  all  tbt 
provisions  that  can  pass  both  Houses,  and  to  in- 
corporate them  in  one  bill.  If  we  disagree  to  ^( 
amendment  of  the  House,  there  will,  in  allprofe- 
bility,  be  a  committee  of  conference,  and  we  sbw 
then  ascertain  what  can  be  done  upon  the  whole 
subject  of  military  bounty  lands,  and  do  all  that 
we  can  do  in  a  single  bill. 

There  are  some  objections,  which  have  nol«*o 
mentioned  by  honorable  Senators,  to  the  *^f^' 
ment  made  by  tlie  House  to  the  first  section  of  ihf 
bill.  I  suggested  the  otlier  day  the  propriety  o\ 
making  an  additional  provision  in  the  bills  grant- 
ing land  to  the  States  to  aid  in  the  consUttction  o 
railroads,  requiring  that  the  reserved  huid«  shouM 
be  put  up  at  public  sale.  I  stated  then  my  reasons 
for  that  opinion.  I  believe  that  most  of  xhoae 
lands  will^ell  forn  greatly  augmented  price  bey  oM 
the  minimum  fixed  by  the  bUls.  When  iho« 
bills,  if  any  of  them,  shall  pass,  provisioD  (mjMJ 
made  by  which  the  hinds  reserved  shaJ' o«,«*Pff 
to  public  sale,  and  by  which  entries  shall  not  w 
made  unul  after  the  lands  ehaU  have  been  so  ex- 
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posed  to  nale.  I  think  it  is  good  policVf  and  that 
the  interests  of  tlie  Treasury  require  that  the  re- 
served Uindtt  should  not  be  subject  to  entry  until 
they  shall  have  been  offered  at  [>ublic  sale. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  agree  fuUv  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri.    The  propriety  of  what 
le  has  suggested  struck  me  so  strongly,  that  I  had 
he  design  of  proposing  the  very  subject  he  has 
low  susgestea;  and  I  trust  it  wiU  be  proposed  in 
}ome  ofthe  bills  before  us.    I  hope  it  will  be  pro- 
vided that  none  of  the  reserved  sections  shall  be 
sold  but  at  public  sale.    The  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawson,]  in  his  speech  day 
before  yesterday,  estimated  the  value  of  the  lands 
given  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  have  finally 
gone  to  a  company  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road, at  $10  per  acre.    The  reserved  sections,  of 
course,  would  bring  the  same  price  as  the  granted 
sections.    The  way  to  get  at  the  full  value,  then, 
would  be  to  oifer  the  reserved  lands  at  public  sale. 
Tiiat  would  show  whether  or  not  there  was  an  in- 
creased value  given  to  the  lands.    If  there  is,  it  is 
just  as  proper  for  the  Government  to  enter  into 
competition,  as  for  a  Slate  to  do  so.    So  it  was  in 
the  commencement;  and  I  think  the  suegestion  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  Missouri  is  the  precise 
su^estion  that  should  be  made.    I  would  insert, 
in  every  one  of  these  bills,  provisions  that  the 
reserved  lands  should  not  be  offered,  except  at 
public  sale.    Then  the  United  States  would  get  a 
fair  price  for  the  reserved  lands.    You  on^ht  not 
to  aUow  any  locator,  or  any  one  else,  to  ta^e  pos- 
session before  the  land  Jias  been  offered  for  sale. 
You  would  then  keep  the  advantage  of  it  to  your^ 
selves. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    However  desirable  it 
may  be  to  make  such  a  provision,  I  doubt  the 
policy  of  introducing  it  into  this  bill;  and  if  it 
should  be  introduced,  it  can,  perhaps,  only  be  done 
after  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence by  the  two  Houses.    My  object  in  rising  is, 
to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who 
investigated  this  subject,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  unleas  some  provision  was  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tlie  registers  and  receivers  of  the  various 
land  offices,  as  suggested  by  mv  friend  from  Illinois, 
in  this  bill,  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a 
separate  bill  through  during  the  present  session; 
and  when  you  are  doubling  the  labors  of  these 
men,  the  (question  is,  will  you  allow  them  some 
compensation  for  it  ?    By  bringing  these  lands  into 
market  by  the  land  warrant  aj^stem,  you  are  ab- 
stracting the  commission   which    these   officers 
would  receive  upon  the  lands  sold  for  cash.    The 
proposition  to  compensate  them  is  so  reasonable 
to  me — although  I  do  not  feel  the  sympathy  which 
gentlemen  representing  the  land  States  cIo  upon 
the  subject — that  I  cannot  fail  to  say  that  I  must 
imitate  the  conduct  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
and  insist  upon  the  bill  as  we  sent  it  to  the  House, 
and  reject  the  amendments  of  the  House.    I  hope, 
therefore,  that,  without  consuming  further  time, 
unless  some  gentleman  has  any  idea  which  he 
wishes  to  suf^gest,  we  shall  take  the  vote  immedi- 
ately, and  insist  on  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate. 
If  it  leads  to  a  committee  of  conference,  we  may 
arrange  the  subject  as  best  we  can. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  1  concur  very  folly  in  the 
views  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Virdnia,  who  has 
stated  that  if  this  bill  pass  as  it  has  been  amended 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  all  the  lands,  in- 
cluding the  reserved  lands,  will  be  taken  up  by 
land  warrants.  I  am  confident  that  thousands  of 
these  land  warrants  have  been  held  back  expressly 
for  the  pa.«wage  of  this  bill,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  located  on  lands  from  which  they  have  been 
heretofore  excluded.  1  am  personally  acquainted 
with  the  land  officers  in  my  own  State,  and  with 
many  in  Illinois  and  Missouri.  1  know,  from 
having  been  in  these  offices,  that  they  have  been 
compelled  to  employ  additional  clerical  force  to 
enable  them  to  enter  land  warrants.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  says  we  ought  to  give  a 
iouteur  to  the  old  soldiers.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  do  that;  but  when  we  are  doing  that,  will  we 
permit  the  re^sters  and  receivers  to  sit  up  until 
nouidnight,  as  1  know  they  sometimes  do,  in  the 
dischiu]^  of  their  dutie» — bein^  unable  to  pay  for 
clerk  hire— and  not  pay  them  the  same  compensa- 
tion whicli  they  are  paid  for  entering  cash  sales  ? 
Their  compensation  cannot  in  any  cose  exceed 
$3,500  a  year — no  matter  how  many  acres  of  land 
ihey  may  sell — ^no  matter  how  many  millions  of 
dollars  they  may  take  in.    I  hope  that  this  act  of 


justice  to  the  registers  and  receivers  will  be  done. 
If  we  agree  to  the  amendment  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives;  if  we  agree  to  permit  this  bill  to 
pass  now,  as  amended  by  the  House,  we  lose  all 
nope  of  doing  justice  to  these  men;  because  I  am 
confident  the  House  of  Representatives  will  not 
pass  a  bill  to  give  them  their  usual  compensation, 
if  presented  by  itself.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
amendment  of^^the House  will  not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GEYER.  I  desire  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension which  seems  to  be  entertained  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky,  with  reference  to 
the  remarks  which  I  submitted.  I  do  so  because  it 
is  possible  that  other  Senators  also  may  have  mis- 
understood me.  1  do  not  propose  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  bill  now,  but  to  submit  amend- 
nients  to  the  bills  providing  for  grants  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads.  AK  the  re- 
served sections  of  those  lands  are  not  now  subject 
to  entry  at  all.  When  those  bills  shall  come  up, 
I  wish  to  have  an  amendment  made  to  offer  tlie 
reserved  sections  at  public  ftale.  I  think  it  is  a 
provision  that  should  oe  inserted  in  oil  bills  grant- 
ing lands  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  railroads; 
and  I  have  prepared  an  amendment  to  one  of  the 
bills  of  that  sort  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  with  the  view  to  bring  the  question  before 
Senators. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  was  not  in  my  seat  when  this 
discussion  commenced.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  on  one  point  pertaining  to  this  amendment, 
and  if  desired,  I  will  read  it  to  the  Senate.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  by  theur  amendment, 
have  not  only  stricken  out  portions  of  the  bill 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  retained,  but  they  have 
added  a  proviso  about  which  the  Commissioner  of 
tlie  General  Land  Office  has  made  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  That 
proviso  is: 

*'That  the  warronta  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter 
be,  isftued  io  pursuance  of  aaid  act,  or  of  this  act,  may  be 
located  upon  any  landd  of  the  United  States,  subject  tu  pri- 
vate ento'  at  the  time  of  such  location,  at  the  minimum 
price." 

Now  this,  as  has  been  justly  remarked,  throws 
open  for  location  the  reserved  lands'along  the  line 
of  railroad  in  Illinois,  and  some  other  States, 
which  could  not  otherwise  be  taken  up  by  land  war* 
rants.  Some  objections  to  that  point  of  the  sub- 
ject have  already  been  stated.  Another  objection 
which  has  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  is  this: 
Under  the  present  law  granting  bounty  lands,  tlie 
beneficiary  is  required  to  takeliis  lands  all  in  one 
body.  The  holder  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
lancf  warrant  must  take  his  one  hundred  anT]  sixty 
acres  all  in  one  body.  This  proviso,  however,  if 
adopted,  will  repeal  that  provision,  and  will  enable 
a  party  holding  a  warrant  fpr  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  take  it  in  forty  ocre  lots.  The  effect 
of  this  always  is  to  witlihold  from  sale  for  a  long 
time  these  forty  acre  lots.  It  virtually  divides  up 
the  public  territory.  By  having  sucn  small  par- 
cels, no  man  will  purchase  them  for  a  farm^no 
man  will  purchase  them  for  settlement  except  the 
owner  of  an  adjoining  tract.  The  effect  of  the 
proviso,  then,  would  be  to  exclude  all  others  from 
purchasing.  This  point  is  fully  stated  in  the  letter 
to  which  fhave  referred,  and  if  any  Senator  de- 
sires to  hear  it,  I  will  have  it  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  lo  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  State. 

ivfr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  addressed  the  Senate 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Ukderwood,  until  tlie  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  when,  without  finishing,  he 
yielded  the  floor.  The  speech  will  He  published 
in  the  Appendix. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednksdat,  March  3, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Proyer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

GRANT  OP  LANDS  TO  MISSOURI. 
The  SPEAKER  stated,  as  the  first  businesi^  in 


!'  order,  the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Mis- 

I  j  souri,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  milroadn 

I I  therein,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
'  t  [Mr.  Bennett]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

|1    CANAL  AROUND  THE  FALLS  OP  THE  OHIO. 
;!      Mr.  DISNEY.    I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
I !  of  the  House  to  present  certain  resolutions  passed 
j   by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio.  They  will  not  occupy 
I   much  time.    I  only  desire  to  have  them  referred 
:   to  the  appropriate  committee  and  printed. 
I       There  being  no  objection, 
I       Mr.  DISNEY  pnesented  the  joint  resolutions  of 
\   the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  relauve  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  river;  which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  that  they  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
the  priming  of  those  resolutions.  The  suoject 
has  undergone  investigation  before  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  a  bill  has  been  ordered 
to  be  reported,  which  tlie  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  report  atnhe  first  convenient  opportu- 
nity. It  would  be  incurring  unnecessary  expense 
to  print  these  resolutions.  A  number  of  resolu- 
tions ofthe  same  kind,  containing  the  some  views 
— I  was  going  to  say,  the  same  erroneous  sugges- 
tions— have  been  before  the  committee,  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  printing  these. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  1  am  rather  surprised  at  the 
objection  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky; for  it  has  been  the  universal  u.sage  of  this 
House,  out  of  courtesy  and  respect  to  tlie  Legis- 
latures of  the  different  States,  to  print  all  docu- 
ments emanating  from  them,  and  presented  for  our 
consideration. 

Mr.  MASON.  If  that  has  been  the  usage,  I 
will  Mrithdraw  my  objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Disnet's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

PUBLICATION  OP  THE  CENSUS  RETURNS. 

Mr.  HASCALL,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legi<ilature 
ofthe  State  of  New  York,  in  regard  to  the  compi- 
lation «nd  publication  of  the  Compendium  of  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Censuses  ofthe  United  States; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  H.  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  their  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
'  Mr.  HAVEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  su^estion 
in  reference  to  the  disposition  of  these  resolutions. 
I  have  myself  received  a  copy  of  them,  and  have 
been  considering  what  ought  to  be  done  with 
them.  I  am  satisfled,  fVom  the  course  of  this 
House  heretofore,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
us  to  do  anything  with  the  census  returns,  that 
the  Legislature  of  my  State  can  avail  itself  of  during 
its  present  session.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the 
Legislature  of  that  State — and  doubtless  the  Legis- 
latures of  all  the  States — should  have  this  infor- 
mation. But  the  Legislature  of  New  York  will 
adjourn  about  the  middle  of  Apiil,  and  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  reach  any  business  of  this 
kind  before  that  time.  I  would  therefore  suggest 
that  the  resolutions  should  be  printed  and  relent 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  which  has  under  consideration  the  res- 
olution reported  from  the  Committee  on  Printing 
in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  census. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  concur  in  the 
suggestion  ofthe  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
I  will  withdraw  my  motion,  and  move  tliat  the 
resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Uie 
Whole  on  the  state  ofthe  Union;  and  on  that  mo- 
tion I  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded ,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put;  and, 
beins:  put,  Mr.  Jones's  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  granting  land 
to  Missouri  for  certain  railroads,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  WTiole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union;  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Beknett]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BENNETT  resumed  the  remarks  conr- 
menced  on  a  former  day,  ftiving  notice  of  an 
amendment  whieli  he  intended  to  offer,  namely: 
tliat  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill,  as 
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a  substitute  therefor,  making  grants  of  lands  on 
some  equal  and  just  principles  of  apportionment, 
and  to  a  proper  amount,  to  all  the  States,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railroads  therein.  He  argued 
in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  against  discrimin- 
ation in  favor  of  the  new  States  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  old.  All  should  share  alike,  the  lands  being 
public  property;  and  he  pressed  his  amendment 
on  the  ground  of  dealing  fairly  with  regard  to  the 
rights  of  all  States,  and  with  a  view  of  terminating 
the  partial  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  which  is  urged  from  Congress  to  Congress, 
and  which  will  be  continuecf,  according  to  the 
present  practice,  as  long  as  there  shall  be  an  acre 
to  grant.  This  was  a  kind  of  grab-game,  where 
the  noisy  and  clamorous  get  an  undue  share  of 
the  public  domain.  He  did  not  believe  in  a  part- 
nership where  all  bear  a  portion  of  the  burdens, 
but  where  all  do  not  share  in  the  benefits. 

[Mr.  B.'s  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix.! 

Mr.  BENNETT  having  concluded— 

Mr.  STANLY  said  this  matter  has  been  before 
the  House  for  some  three  weeks,  and  has  been 
discussed  long  enough  to  enable  every  member  to 
make  up  his  opinion.  It  stops  the  way  of  all 
other  reports — all  other  business  of  the  House; 
and  in  order  to  bring  the  House  to  some  action  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  f  appeal  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question.  There 
have  been  grave  charges  during  the  progress  of  this 
discussion  presented  against  the  Western  States 
generally,  and  against  Ohio  particularly.  I  would 
uke  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  some  reply. 
If  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  the  call  I  will  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  STANLY.  The  gentleman  can  take  an- 
other time  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  interests 
and  hortor  of  his  State. 

The  question  was  then  put,  **  Shall  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  be  seconded?"  and  upon  a 
division  there  were — ayes  66,  noes  67. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  tellers 
on  the  second,  which  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. 
JoNBs  and  Chandlbr  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  again  put,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported mat  there  were  ayes  73,  noes  69 — so  there 
was  a  second;  and  the  main  question  was  then 
ordered  to  be  put. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  pending  motion  is  to 

refer  t6e  bill  to  the  Committee  or  the  Whole  on 

the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  proposition  the 

following  amendment  is  proposea,  which  will  be 

read  for  information: 

**  With  instructions  to  report  s  bill  as  a  substitute  there- 
for. inslUnf  s  frmnt  of  Itail  upon  some  equal  and  Just  prin- 
cipis  or  apporuonmeut,  and  to  a  proper  amount  to  all  the 
States,  to  aid  in  the  construction  ofiailroads  therein." 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Has  the  morning 
hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning^  hour  has  not 
expired,  by  some  seven  or  eight  minutes. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  previous  question 
would  keep  this  question  alive. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  guestion  being 
sustained,  it  will  bring  the  House  first  to  a  vote 
upon  the  amendment  to  instruct  the  committee, 
and  then  upon  the  proposition  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  committee,  with  or  without  instructions. 

The  yeas  and  na3r8  were  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  70,  nays  96 — as  follow: 

TEAS— Messrs.  William  Appletoo,  Ashe,  Barrere,  Bart- 
Isit,  Beale,  Bell,  Bennett,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brsckenridge, 
Brigns.  Brooks,  Chapman,  Charchvrell,  Cleveland,  Cling- 
man,  Curtis,  GeorceT.  Davis,  Dockeiy,  Duncan,  £  winy, 
Florence,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Goodenow, 
Qnjf  Hammond,  Haws,  Ha:«call,  Haven,  Hebard,  Horsford, 
John  W.  Howe,  Inffenmll.  Ives,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  OooifeG.  Kin?,  Kuhns.  Kuru,  Letcher,  H.  Mar- 
shall, McLauahan,  McMulUn,  Meacham,  Morehead,  Mor- 
rison, OuUaw,  Andrew  Parker,  Perkins,  Riddle,  Sackett, 
Behennerhom,  Schoolcraft.  Bchoonniaker,  Skolum.Sman, 
Eichard  H.  Stanton,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Stone,  Tarlor, 
Benjamin  Thonipran.  Thurston,  VennUe,  Ward,  Wash- 
bum.  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  and  Addi«>on  White— 70. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abercrojnbie,  Aiken,  Willis  Allen,  Av- 
erett.  Babcuck,  Bissell,  Bran,  Rrentnn,  Albert  G.  Brown, 
Buell,  Bntfby,  E.  Carrlngtnn  Cabell,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis 
D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell.  Cartter,  Caskie,  Clark, 
Cobb,  cfonger,  Cottman,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawimn, 
Dean.  Disney,  Doty,  Durkee,  Eastman,  Edgerton.  Faulk- 
ner, Ficklin,  Pitch,  Freeman,  Thomatf  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gay- 
lord,  Giddinas,  Gcdw,  Hall,  Harper,  Isbam  O.  Harris, 
■amp«>n  WV  Barria,  Uart,  fiaadricks,  Usnn,  Hibbard, 


li 


Howard,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, Geocfe  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Preston  Kinf, 
Landry,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Edward  C.  Mar*ball,  McNair, 
McQueen,  Miller,  Molony,  John  Moore,  Murray,  Nabers, 
Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penn, 
Penniman.  Phelps,  Porter,  Powell,  Rantoul,  Richardson, 
Bobbins^  Robie,  Scurry,  David  L.  Seymour,  Smith,  Snow, 
Benjarom  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Steveiwi,  Strother.  Stuart, 
Sutherland,  George  W.  Thompson,  Townshend,  Wallace, 
A.  White  j  Wilcox,  Wildrick,  Woodward,  and  Yates— 96. 

So  the  instructions  were  not  agreed  to.   v« 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  referring  the 
bill  and  pending  amendments  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  uie  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  They  have  been 
ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.    Only  upon  the  instructions. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered, 

Mr.  JONES.  The  motion  is  to  refer  the  bill 
with  the  pending  amendments,  and  to  print. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was  no  motion  made 
to  print,  in  the  recollection  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  desire  to  know  whether 
this  bill  has  ever  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
or  not } 

The  SPE A  KER.    It  has  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — 
yeas  97,  nays  77 — as  follow: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Aiken,  Allison,  William 
Appleton,  Ashe.  Averett.  Babcock,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Ben- 
nett, Breckenridge,  Buell,  Cartter,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chap- 
man, Cburchwell,  Clinfman,  Cottman,  Curtis,  Daniel,  G. 
T.  Davis,  DawHon,  Dean,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Ewing ,  Faulk- 
ner, Florence,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Grey,  Grow,  fsham  G. 
Harris,  tlart,  HascaU,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hibhard,  Horsford, 
John  W.  Howe,  IngersoU,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson.  James  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Georse  W. 
Jones,  6.  G.  Kinc,  Preston  Kint,  Kurtr.,  Letcher,  Mason, 
McLanahan,  McMullin,  McNaIr,  McQueen,  Meacham, 
Morehead,  Murray,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker.  Samuel  W. 
Parker,  Peaslee,  Perkins,  Powell,  Robie,  Sackett.  Savafe, 
Schermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Skeltnn,  Smith.  Snow,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Alex- 
ander H.  Stephens,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Stone,  Stratton, 
Sutherland,  Ben),  'rboinpson,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wash- 
bum.  Watkins,  Wells,  Addison  White,  Alexander  White, 
Wildrick,  and  Woodward— 97. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen.  Barrere,  Bell,  Bissdl, 
Brajn,  Brentoii,9riggs,  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Busby, 
E.  C.  Cabell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Clark,  Cobb.  Conger, 
J<^n  G.  Davis,  Disney.  Do^,  Dunham,  Eastman,  Edserton, 
Evans,  Ficklin,  Fitch,  Freeman,  Gaylord,  Goodenow, 
Green,  Hall,  Harper,  8.  W.  Harris,  Haws,  Hendricks, 
Henn,  John  Johnson,  R.  W.  Johnson,  J.  G.  Jones,  Kuhns, 
Landry,  Lockhart,  Mace,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey 
Marshall,  McDonaJd,  Miller,  Molony,  John  Moore,  Nabers, 
Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Penn,  Penniman,  Phelps,  Porter.  Rao- 
toal,  Richardson,  Riddle,  Bobbins,  Scurry,  Smart,  Stanly, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  Strother,  Smart,  Taylor,  Thiuvtoa, 
Townahtmd,  Welch,  Wilcox,  and  Yates— 77. 

So  the  bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

HOMESTEADS  TO  ACTUAL  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  consider  the  special  order. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

TheCHAlRMAN.  The  business  in  order  be- 
fore the  committee  is  the  special  order,  being  House 
bill  No.  7,  '*to  encourage  agriculture,  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  all  other  branches  of  industry, 
by  granting  to  every  man  who  is  the  head  of  a 
family  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  out 
of  the  public  domain ,  upon  condition  of  occupancy 
and  cultivation  of  the  same  for  the  period  herein 
specified,"  and  upon  this  question  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  A^culture,  (Mr.  McMul- 
LiK,l  who  reported  the  bill,  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  McMullin  not  being  present  to  claim  the 
floor,  it  was  assif^ned  to — 

Mr.  DAWSON,  who  expressed  himself  in  favor 
of  the  bill  and  its  provisions  generally,  because  he 
considered  it  the  inherent  right  of  every  citizen  to 
obtain  a  ^nt  of  land  without  charge,  and  upon 
the  principle  that  Governments  would  be  more 
just  and  pure,  if  they  possessed  no  revenue  derived 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  contended  that, 
by  the  encouragement  of  the  settlement  of  a  coun- 
try, its  resources  are  more  extensively  developed. 
He  referred  to  statistical  dates  to  show  that  the 
revenues  of  a  State  should  be  derived  from  other 
sources  than  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  read 
from  authorities  to  prove  that  Congress  has  a  rieht 
to  4ispos«  of  them  as  it  pleases;  and  sonduded 


with  a  variety  of  arguments  in  support  of  hia 
views. 

TMr.  D's  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  D.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  BRECKENRIDGE  nextobtainedthefloor. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were,  upoo 
a  division — ayes  85;  noes  not  counted. 

Thecommiuee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  Speaka 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  thecom- 
raittee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Umon 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularljrthf 
special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7,  to  encotin^ 
agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  had  cone 
to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

ASSIGNABIUTT  of  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  A  biU  hn  ben 
returned  to  the  House  to-day  from  the  S«iaie,iB 
which  a  great  many  of  the  members  of  this  How, 
and  the  country,  feel  a  very  deep  intereti.  Itii 
the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  make  land  warraim 
assignable,  and  for  other  purposes.  **  The  SeoaK 
have  returned  it  here,  non-KX>ncurriog  with  all  ^ 
amendments  of  the  House.  I  ask  that  the  W 
may  be  taken  up,  that  the  House  may  insist  opoe 
their  amendments,  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  questioB. 
1  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Mi^ 
souri  land  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  to  hy 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  the  qQ» 
tion  being  takoi,  agreed  to — ayes  79,  noes  Si. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  tweln 
o'clock  to-morrow. 


PETITIONS,  Ite., 

The  fbUowiBf  pettUoaa,  meiaortala,  flic.,  ware  pntald 
uoder  the  rule,  and  referred  to  tbe  approprule  conmimt. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR :  Tbtf  peUUon  of  Jolm  McKeem  u< 
37  otbecR,  afiking  lor  a  modmcation  of  tbe  tariff  on  ina. 

Abo,  the  petiUoa  of  O.  Chiochmao  and  oUien,  ickiBfa 
appropriation  for  the  Delaware  break  water  and  |iien,ciM 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  Delaware  river. 

Aliw,  resolutions  of  the  Legislatore  of  Pennsyinoia  a 
relation  to  the  recent  suit  between  tbe  State  of  ftsne/i- 
vania  and  the  Wheelinf  bridge. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  peUtion  of  James  McLesa,  Bi- 
roth  Eggleeton,  and  John  A.  Hays,  late  assistant  sunfcah 
fbr  BoKs  county,  Ohio,  praying  an  increase  of  cottpN» 
Uon. 

Also,  Joint  resolutions  of  tbe  Legislature  of  tN  Sas 
of  Ohio,  relaUre  to  the  cunstniction  of  a  new  cnal  oa  iki 
Indiana  side  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  LANDRY:  Tbe  niemorial  of  Lcgan BBsloa,of 
New  Orleans,  praying  compensation  for  services  rfiati 
as  district  attorney  for  the  district  of  Looisiaaa. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  W.  Zacharie,  of  Nev  Or- 
leans, in  relation  to  his  claim  on  Mexico,  asraaied  kf  ik 
United  Slates  under  the  8th  and  dth  aitjciri  of  dM  tm? 
dated  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Pebruanr  8d,  1848. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Powell,  by  bli  asrififc, 
the  New  Orleans  Canal  and  Ba«IU^  Company,  is  icistiM 
to  Mexican  indemnities. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Malcolm  Sandmaa  It  Co.,  oT  N«s 
Orieans,  in  relation  to  Mexican  indemnities. 

Also^  the  memorial  of  Edmund  J.  PorMaU,  of  NtwCk- 
leaiui,  m  relation  to  Mexican  indemnities.      ^ 

Alao,  tbe  niemorial  of  James  W.  Zacharie,  assfnrc" 
Asmus  C.  Bredall,  a  naturalized  clUxeu  of  tbe  CaM 
States,  and  resident  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Losi- 
siana,  in  relation  to  Mexican  indemnities.  _ 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  The  memorial  of  ciUzeat  of  Wcri- 
moreland  comity,  Penn>ylvaiua,  remonstratiiif  M*^'  |^ 
passage  of  any  act  of  Congress  legaUaing  or  sancotNuafm 
Woodworth  patent.  ^ 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  memorial  of  J.  H.  BanM  as4  « 
others,  citizens  of  Lockport,  Carroll  county,  Indisos,  (Mf- 
ing  for  Uie  pajisage  of  a  law  prevenUiig  all  pabiic  otkettttm 
agenu,  in  the  employ  of  the  United  State*,  fhw  trawscuf 
public  krasinesa  on  tbe  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day. 

By  Mr.  PITCH :  Tbe  memorial  of  John  BiilUksafUi^ 
ant  uMUYhal  of  Laporte  county,  Indiana,  askiog  %Aiin(m 
compenntion  for  services  in  taking  the  cenius. 

By  Mr.  1NGER80LL :  Tbe  remonrtrance  of  l^^fj 
son  and  others,  citisens  of  New  Haven,  Cooacctics, 
against  the  extension  of  Itie  Woodworth  patent 

AUo,  tbe  petition  of  certain  citisens  of  New  1s»«>0"[: 
nectlcut,  asking  that  tlie  memorial  of  H^nry  GnoBdi,«< 
New  York,  in  relation  to  an  Arctic  expedlrios,  n»J  •« 
granted. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana:  The  petitloa  of  Al««»- 
der  B.  Po«tnn,  praying  Uiat  the  bounty  Und  and  s»^2 
bis  father,  Richard  Poston,  and  bis  two  Qndes,  Kl*'*^ 
Jeremiah  Poeion,  for  services  rendered  in  the  ca0i|i«|n« 
General  George  U«fers  Clarke,  Ibr  tbe  reductwii  of  »J 
pot48  of  Viuc«iues  and  Kaskasklas,  be  gramed  Aeu  i«^ 
heirs.  ^ 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON, of  Virginia:  The  rw**"*^ 
of  a  number  of  citisens  of  Brooke  coanty,  Virfisis, •«• 
leuer  of  Mr.  Clark  Uanes,  against  the  renewal  of  the  psw 
of  the  Woodworth  planing  macliine.  ^^    .^-r* 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  citizen*  of  ''^■^^ff?^ 
Pennsylvania,  against  the  renewal  of  ths  psisal  orrsrs<^" 
raattioa  watsr-wbeels. 
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Abo,  ft  letter  or  Mr.  N.  WeUi,  •  citixen  of  Brooke  coanty, 
VirgiiiU,  on  tiie  intsquality  and  injustice  of  the  feoe  of  in- 
spection of  steamboats. 

Also,  a  letter  of  Mr.  B.  DaAeld.  on  the  caases  and  means 
of  prevention  of  steam-boiler  explosinns. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Gifien  and  other  citizens  of 
Ohio  county,  Virfinia,  praying  tliat  the  sanctity  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day,  shall  not  be  required  of 
certain  persons  in  the  eaiployment  uf  the  Government. 

Also,  a  letter  and  accompanying  draft  fVom  John  W.  Gill, 
in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Ottowa 
city,  Ohio. 

Also,  the  papers  of  Thomas  BeaU  were  withdrawn,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOWE :  The  peUUun  of  William  R. 
Dunlap  and  otbers,  citixeus  of  Lawrence  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  against  a  renewal  of  Wood  worth's 
patent. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  JaaM4  F.  Agnewand  otb«rs,  citizans 
of  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath.    • 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN  :  The  peUUon  of  Dudley  F.  Holt,  for 
aa  invalid  pennion. 

Alao,  the  petition  of  Alfred  Kettridge  and  otfiers,  fbran  ' 
appropriation  to  remove  obstructions  and  place  buoys  In 
Menrimack  river,  Massachusetts. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  D.  8.  Chase  and  others,  fbr 
the  aame. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  memorial  of  Bowen  k, 
Brovna,  O.  W.  McHenry  h.  Co.,  H.  k.  A.  Cope  k,  Co., 
and  90  mercantile  firms  in  Philadelphia,  asking  Congress 
to  extend  additional  aid  to  Colhns>s  line  of  ocean  steaniecs. 

Also,  Ave  memorials,  signed  by  more  than  SOO  citisens 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  renewal  of  the  patent  for 
Wood  worth's  planing  machine. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  ot  Indiana:  The  memorial  of  William 
H.  GilTord  and  B.  Bowling,  of  Indiana,  fi>r  additional  com- 
fmoMMikoa  tn  taking  the  SeventbCensus. 

By  Mr.  BUELL  :  Two  remonstrances  from  300  citizens 
of  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of 
Hm  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN:  The  memorial  of  Abner  Star- 
rait,  8.  W.  Uoskins.  and  James  Sanders,  praying  additional 
ccMnpen«atioo  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

Bv  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts:  The  petition  of  Lucius 
Blair  and  otiiers,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  sys- 
tem <^  military  superintendency  in  the  National  Armories 
be  abolished. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  The  memorial  of  P.  C.  Tiflkny  and  67 
others,  citizens  of  lowa^  asking  a  grant  of  lands  to  aid  in 
the  coRBtruclion  of  a  railroad  from  Buriington  to  the  Mis- 
aoori  river. 

Also,  the  proceedinga  of  a  State  Railroad  Convention, 
keld  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  on  the  11th  day  of  February.  1853. 

Alsoi,  the  proceedings  of  Massachusetts  Railroad  Con- 
veotioii,  held  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  on  the  13th  day  of  Feb- 
raaiy,  lesa. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  railroad  meeting,  held  at  Iowa 
CUy  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1859. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  nUlroad  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens Off  Davis  and  Appanooee  counties,  held  at  Bloomfield, 
lowm,  on  the  99th  day  of  January,  18Sa. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  railroad  meeting  of  the  dti- 
aens  of  Lucas  county,  held  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  oa  the  5th 
day  of  February,  1859. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  memorials  In  relation  to  the  im- 
Bfovement  of  the  mouth  of  Sandusk  v  river,  in  the  San- 
dusky hay,  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Port 
Clinton,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Also,  sundry  memorials  and  petltioiis  fi>r  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Maumea  river,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  B  ABCOCK  :  The  petition  of  306  citizens  of  the 

Krt  of  Oswego,  New  York,  for  a  marine  hospital  at 
wego. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  eitixena  of  Oswego  county. 
New  York,  agaltast  any  renewal  or  extension  <^the  Wood- 
wortb  patent. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tburidat,  March  4,  1852. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 
The  Joamal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  MISSOURI. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylTaDia«  [Mr.  Qrow,'1  to  lay  upon  the  table  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
making  a  donation  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  m  the 
constmction  of  certain  railroads  in  Missouri  was 
referred  to  the  ^Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

CORRECTION  OF  THfi  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  JON  £S,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  rise  to  a  priv' 
ilcged  question.  I  find  myself  recorded  as  having 
voted  in  the  negative  upon  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  the  bill  granting  land  to  Missouri.  I  voted 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  will  be  cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  voted,  on  yesterday, 
in  favor  of  tlie  reference  of  the  Missouri  land  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  My  intention  was  to  have  voted  in  the 
negative.  I  tried,  but  failed,  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  Speaker  at  the  time  the  result  was  being 


announced*  that  I  might  h^ye  my  vote  changed. 
I  desire  now  to  have  it  changed. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  change  cannot  be  made 
upon  the  Journal  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  hope  the  House  will 
give  unanimous  consent.  The  result  will  not  be 
affected  by  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  can  be  done.  1  am  very  willing  that  the 
gentleman  should  have  voted  the  other  way;  but, 
sir,  the  thing  suggested  has  never  been  done  with- 
in my  knowledge.  If  it  was  a  mistake  upon  the 
Journal,  the  case  then  would  be  diflTerent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  begs  to  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  that,  under  the  rule, 
it  is  competent  to  make  a  correction  of  the  Jour- 
nal, but  tnat  an  alteration  cannot  be  made  unless 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair,  throtighout 
his  service,  does  not  recollect  an  instance  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  will  state  that  I  rose 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  and  endeavored  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Chair  that  I  might  cor- 
rect my  mistake,  but  failed.  I  mentioned  the  fact 
to  several  gentlemen  aroimd  me  before  the  result 
was  announced  by  the  Chair.  These  are  the  facts, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  have  the  Journal  altered,  but 
my  mistake  corrected. 

Mr.  JONES  withdrew  his  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  now  being  no  objec- 
tion, the  change  will  be  made  as  suggested  by  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SIBLEY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  tm  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  notice  has 
been  given,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  there  not  a 
privileged  question  pending  as  the  unfinished*  busi- 
ness? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is.  The  Chair  has 
stated  it. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  it  is  not  in  order,  I  think, 
to  make  any  sort  of  motion. 

Mr.  GROW.  I  withdraw  my  privileged  mo- 
tion. 

Mr .  SI  BLE Y.  I  again  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  for  the  introduction  of  a  bill  for 
reference. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question.  I 
renew  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yester- 
day by  which  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Missouri 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HEB  ARD.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  the 
gentleman  voted  in  the  afllrmative? 

Mr.  WARD.  I  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  was  out 
when  myname  was  called. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania.  Then  he 
cannot  make  the  privileged  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  the 
gentleman  could  not  move  to  reconsider  a  vote  in 
which  he  had  no  voice  at  all. 

TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  SIBLEY,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  amend  certain 
acts  for  the  establishment  of  territorial  govern- 
ments in  Oregon  and  Minnesota;"  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  DEAN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama.  I  rise  to  a  privi- 
leged question.  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  granting  lands  to  Missouri 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Did  the  gentleman  vote  in 
the  affirmative? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chaiir  presumes  the 
gentleman  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WHITE,    i  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  inquires  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  his  object  in  obtaining 
the  floor,  for  it  may  be  tliat  he  cannot  be  deprived 
of  his  right  tp  it  bv  tlie  gentleman  from  Alauama ' 

Mr.  DEAN.  My  object  was  to  move  the  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  Missouri 
land  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  to  move 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
1  understood  the  Chair  to  state  that  t  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the  facts 
of  the  case.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  rose 
to  {^ldre88  the  Chair, and  was  recognized.  Imme- 
diately followipg,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  White]  rose  to  a  privileged  question,  and 
moved  the  reconsideration  of  tne  vote  by  which 
the  Missouri  land  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  now  states  that  it 
was  his  object  to  make  that  motion.  The  Chair 
I  thinks  the  gentleman  could  not  be  deprived  of  his 
{  right  to  the  floor,  under  the  circumstances,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  do  not  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  as  moving  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Dbak]  has  precedence,  as  he  had  first  risen,  and 
now  states  that  that  was  his  object. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  Is  not  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
abama entitled  to  the  floor  upon  his  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  is  not  entitled  to  it  io 
preference  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  DEAN.    I  move  that  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  granting  lands  to  Missouri  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  be  reconsidered,  and  that  that  motion  do 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  wish  to 
make  an  inquiry.    Can  the  motion  be  divided  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  cannot.  You  will  divide 
it  if  you  refuse  to  lay  the  motion  upon  the  table, 
and  in  no  other  form. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana.  Has  the  gentle- 
man a  right  to  make  two  privileged  motions  at  one 
time  ? 

The  SPEAKER..  He  has.  That  has  been  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  body. 

The  Question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the amrmative — yeas  100,  nays  68 — as  follow: 

YBA8— Menn.  Aiken,  AUifon.  Andrews,  AiJie,  Averett, 
BabcockfThomaa  U.  Bsvly.  Bartlett,  Basle,  Bennett,  John 
H.  Bord,  Breckenridfe,  Baeil,  Joseph  CsMe,  Cartter,  Chap- 
man, Chastain,  Charchwen.  Cleveland,  CitagsMn,  Daniel, 
Dawton,  Dean,  Doncsn,  EdmnndMiQ,  Faulkner,  Florence, 
Floyd.  Fowler,  Heoiv  M.  Puller,  Thomaa  J.  D.  FuUar, 
Gamble,  Qsylord.  Giddlnn.  Grey,  Grow,  laham  O.  Harris, 
Hart,  HascalL  Haven,  Heb«rd,  Hibbard,  Horalbrd,  John 
W.  Howe,  Tboniaa  Y.  Bow,  InaerMill,  Ives,  Jackson, 
Jenkins.  Andrew  Johnson,  Jas.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones, 
Geonra  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Georfe  G.  Kins,  Pres- 
ton ainf,  Letcher,  Mason,  McLanahan,  McMuilln,  Mc- 
Nalr,  MaUnecn,  Meacham,  Morphead.  Morrison,  Murray, 
Newton,  Outlaw,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Peaslee,  Perkins.  Powell,  Bobbins,  Robie,  Ross.  Saekett, 
Schennerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  David  L.  Sey- 
mour, Skelton,  Snow,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H. 
Stanton,  Alexander  H.  Stephens.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Sntherland,  George  W.  Thompson.  Thurston, 
Venable,  Wallace,  WAsbbum,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells, 
Addison  White,  and  Wildrick— 100. 

NAYS — Memrs.  A bercnmibie,  Willis  Allen,  Barrert, 
Bell,  Brentnn,  Brigfs,  Brooks,  Bitsby,  E.  Carrfngton  Cab- 
ell, Lewi«  D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell.  Chandler, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Conger,  Cottnian,  George  T.  Davis.  John  G. 
Davi?,  Dotj^  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Ewing,  Ficklfn,  Fltch» 
Freeman,  Gentry,  Goodcnow,  Gorman,  Hall,  Harper, 
Sampson  W.  Harris,  Haws,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hnoston, 
Howard,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Kumw,  Kurtz, 
Landry,  Mace,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Miller,  Molony,  John 
Moore,  Nabem,  Olds,  Orr.  Penn,  Penniman,  Phelpk,  Por- 
ter, Rantoul,  Richardson,  Kiddle,  Smith,  Stanly,  Benjamin 
t^innton,  Strothcr,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Tnwn»hend,  Wanl,  Alex- 
ander White,  Wilcox,  WillUms,  and  Yates— 68. 

So  tlie  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

MEMPHIS  NAVY-YARD. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  by  the  unani- 
motis  consent  of  the  House,  introduced  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Le^lature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
praying  additional  appropriations  for  the  navy- 
I  yard  at  Memphis,  in  that  State;  which  was  read, 
'  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

Mr.  OLDS  called  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  nM>ve  thai  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tl^e  state  of  the  Union . 

Mr.  OLDS.  Let  us  have  reports  fVom  com- 
mittees. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  to  allow  me,  before  he 
presses  his  motion, to  present  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  upon  the  subject  of 
non-intervention.  I  have  had  them  for  eight  or 
ten  days,  and  have  not  yet  been  enabled  to  present 
them. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.  As  it  sccras  to  be  the  general 
wish  that  the  morning  hour  should  be  consumed 
in  calling  for  reports  from  the  committees,  1  with- 
draw my  motion.  1  intend,  however,  if  1  get  the 
floor,  to  repeat  the  motion  morning  after  morning,  i 
until  I  can  get  up  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.    I  present  the  following  joint 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  ask  i 
that  they  be  read,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed:  , 

In  House  or  Representatives.      ; 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  American  Govermnpnt  from 
its  earliest  exieteoce,  to  maintain  fyicudly  relations  with  all, 
butenton^ng  alliances  with  none.    Ouruue  mturion  i»  , 
not  to  propagate  our  opinions  or  impose  upon  other  cnun-  | 
tries  our  fbnn  of  govenunent,  by  artifice  or  force,  but  to  j 
show  by  our  succenn,  moderanon,  and  justice,  the  t>tei^sin$rM  i 
of  self^govemnieiit  and  the  advantages  of  free  iii!<titution!4. 
Let  everr  people  choose  for  Ihcntselves,  and  make  and  alter  ' 
itteir  political  uistitutions  to  suit  their  own  condition  mid  , 
circumstances.    In  proclaiming  and  adherinsr  to  the  due-  ; 
trines  of  neutrality  aiid  non-intervention,  the  United  Sute> 
have  not  foHowed  tho  lead  of  otlier  civilized  nntinne,  bui 
have  taken  tlie  lead  and  been  followed  by  othor!>.    These 

5 real  principles  proclaimed  in  ihe  days  of  Wasliiuglon  and 
efTerson,  are  the  great  American  principles  upou  which 
our  Government  has  ever  f>tood.  Tlie  fame  and  distinction 
to  which  we  have  attained  as  a  people,  the  great  blei^Hngtt 
which  we  have  dispensed  to  the  world  in  afibnbng  an  a^'- 
lum  (br  the  oppressed  everywhere,  forbid  that  wo  should  Un 
a  moment  cherish  the  idea  of  abandoning  these  principloi*. 
We  8]rmpathixe  with  the  oppressed,  we  tender  tlicra  a  home; 
but  never  will  we  join  with  the  ambitiouiK  or  tlie  rcvenget\il 
iik^a  crunde  against  other  nations,  whatever  may  be  their 
domestic  policy.  A  departure  iVom  this  safe  and  correct 
rule  would  involve  our  Government  in  endless  disputes  and 
endless  wars,  the  result  of  which  the  wisest  statesmanship 
cannot  foresee.  Our  policy  should  be  to  observe  good  (kith 
and  Justice  towards  all  nations,  cultivate  peace  and  har- 
mony with  all.  Against  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  in- 
ftnence,  the  Jealousy  of  a  tVee  people  ought  to  bo  constantly 
awake,  since  history  and  experience  prove  that  foreign  in- 
fluence is  one  of  the  most  baJieAil  fnott  of  a  republican  gov- 
ernment. In  extending  our  commercial  relations  we  should 
have  as  little  political  connection  as  |)ossible  with  foreign 
nations.  Why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with  that  of 
any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  prosperity  in 
the  toils  of  European  ambition,  rivalship,  Interest,  humor, 
or  capriee  f 

ResQlvtd  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Represent ntiret  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  wf««c>nA<y  mef,  That  his 
Ezoellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  tlic  fore- 
going declaration  of  principles  to  our  Senators  aiid  Ilepre- 
sentatives  in  tho  CongreM  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
Mquestthal  Uiay  nuy  be  laid  before  their  respective  Houses, 
as  tike  opinion  of  the  people  of  Geoiigia  as  to  the  policy  of 
OUT  Government,  and  that  a  co|xy  be  sent  also  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 
Agreed  to  January  9. 1853 : 

JAMES  A.  MERIWETHEtt, 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Representatitet. 
THADDEU9  STURGIS, 
CUrk  of  the  Home  of  Reprettntatives. 

Cencnrred  in  January  SI.  1853: 

ANDRlfW  J.  MILLER, 

Prerideni  of  the  Senate. 
LUTHER  J.  GLENN, 

Secretary  cfthe  Senate. 
Assented  to  January  29, 1859: 

HOWELL  COBB,  Governor. 

ExKccTiVB  DspAaTME.sT,  GcoaoiA,  I 
MiLLBOOKViLLK,  Fcitruary  13,  1852.       > 
I  certify  that  tho  foregoing  isacorrectcopyo/tiiu  original 
on  file  in  this  office. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  tho  seal  of  the  Executive 
r.   .  1    DeparUnent  at  tlio  capitol  in  Milledgeville. 
I'"  •J  ARTHUR  HOOD, 

Seerriary  Executive  Department. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  Are  these  resolutions  before 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  before  the  House 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  do  not  desire  to 
interfere  with  the  destination  the  gentleman  from 
Oeot^a  proposes  to  give  those  resolutions,  but  I 
would  siiegest  that  they  be  referretl  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Aflairs. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  There  is  no 
neetl  of  any  reference. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolutions  upon  the  table,  and  agreed 
to.  -r 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  tl»e  oueation  to  print, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jokks]  move.s 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  auestion  ordered,  and  under  the  operation 
thereor,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printe<l. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness, tmd  shall  object  t«  anythnig  else. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER.    Reports  are  in  onler  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  IIALL,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pubh**  Landa  be  di»- 


cliarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  tho  petition  of 
Jacob  Kerr,  and  that  tlie  mTuus  be  hud  uim)u  the  table. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed back,  with  au  amendment,  House  bill  No.  119, 
granting  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, the  rifht  of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroaa  from 
Toledo,  Ohio,  via  Delhi  to  Lafayette,  in  Indiana, 
to  Springfield,  in  Illinois;  which  was  read,  com- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed back  House  bill  **  granting  to  the  States  of  Illi- 
nois and  Indiana  lands  to  tiia  in  the  construction 
of  railroads  therein;"  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

The  question  now  being  upon  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky  snid:  I  tres- 

f>ns8  upon  the  attention  of  the  House  with^reat  re- 
actance now,  and  shall  therefore  only  ask  Its  atten- 
tion for  a  few  moments.  I  feel  a  deep  solicitude 
for  the  passage  of  this  bill.     It  is  the  same  that 

f>as8ed  the  Senate  in  tlie  last  Congress,  and  was 
ost  in  the  unfinished  business  before  this  House, 
it  proposes  to  grant  alternate  sections  of  (he  public 
lands  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  tor  the 
ptirpose  of  assisting  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  New  Albany,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  via 
Mount  Carmel  on  the  Wabash, to  Alton  and  St. 
Louis.  The  State  Legislatures  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois  several  years  since  chartered  a  company 
to  construct  that  road,  and  about  $300,000  have 
been  expended  upon  the  work.  There  are  no  lands 
embraced  by  this  bill  that  have  not  been  exposed 
to  market  by  the  United  States  for  tlie  last  forty- 
five  years.  The  donation  must  be  preciously  small 
at  best,  and  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  tenacious  of 
the  public  landii  may  be  quieted  by  my  declara- 
tion that  this  bill  cannot  commit  robbery  of  the 
public  domain  to  any  considerable  extent,  either 
\xa  to  quantity  or  viUue !  The  principle  of  this  bill 
has  been  so  often  applied  in  other  cases,  that  I  am 
relieved  from  any  ailment  upon  the  coinpetency 
of  Congress  to  admit  it  as  a  proper  case.  To  show 
that  thts  case  is  a  proper  one,  I  remark  that  the 
work  to  which  the  donation  will  be  applied  is 
essentially  national.  It  is  the  trunk-road  which 
will  continue,  westward^  lines  of  railways  from 
the  North,  South,  and  East,  and  which  unite  at 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  The  railroads  from  Savan- 
nah, Charleston,  and  Mobile,  alike  will  find  their 
northern  termitii  at  Louisville.  They  will  con- 
nect there  with  roads  extending  to  Chicago  in  the 
Northwest,  and  Sandusky  on  Lake  Erie,  while 
the  link  which  shall  unite,  on  the  one  or  other  side 
o(  the  Ohio,  the  cities  of  Cincinnati  and  Louisville 
will  bring  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  the  travel  by 
that  great  net  work  of  railroads  extending  North 
and  East,  which  terminates  at  the  city  of  Ciocin- 

!  noti.  This  road  traverses  two  States,  uniting  still 
two  other  States,  and  oflfering  its  line  of  travel  for 
the  productions  and  business  of  at  least  a  dozen 
more  States.    It  will  be  useful  to  Georgia,  South 

I  Carolina,  and  Alabama,  because  it  connects  them 

I  directly  with  the  hemp-growing  regions  of  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois,  anu  opens,  by  the  only  line 

:  which  they  can  ever  enjoy,  a  participaiKy  in  the 
trade  of  the  volley  of  the  Missouri  river.  It  will 
be  useful  to  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphui,  and 
Baltimore,  bec^tuse  it  forms  an  extension,  by  the 

\  most  practicable  Southern  route,  of  those  great 
lines  by  which  the  enterprise  of  capital  has  con- 
nected each  with  the  fair  r^ionsof  the  West.     It 

I  will  be  of  eminent  utility  to  the  Wesl  itself.  Be- 
siden  bringing  into  notice  regions  which  are  now 
excluded  to  all  markets,  it  will,  by  an  artificial 
construction  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  miles  in 
length  across  the  delta  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
at  once  overcome  five  himdred  and  fifty  miles  of 

Frccarious  and  frequently  dangerous  navigation, 
t  will  enable  the  traveler  to  pass  from  St.  Louis 
to  Louisville  in  a  day,  when  now  he  toils  over  the 
distance  consuming  lUwavs  three  tuid  sometimes 
six  days  of  time.  It  will  expedite  postal  t*om- 
munications  with  the  Northwestern  States  in  a 
corresponding  ratio.  There  is  no  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  navigation  »o  dtuigerous,  or  tipon 
which  Kuch  interruptions  to  commerce  occur,  as 
that  part  lying  between  St.  Louis  and  Cairo.  You 
may  examine  the  long  calendar  of  accidents  which, 
through  past  years,  has  attracted  so  little  attention 
from  our  Government,  yet  hat  subjected  the 
western  commerce  to  such  faul  loss,  and  you  will 
ascertain  that  much  more  than  a  proper  proper- 
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tion  of  the  catalogue  lays  the  scene  of  ilisutfr  in 
distance  which  this  road  will  avoid,  or  overr4)iut 
entirely.  1  say,  therelbre,  tliis  work  prcMuu 
strong  claims  to  your  favor  from  its  nstumolily.  1 
do  not  seek  to  conceal  that  I  regard  it  with  especial 
interest,  because  it  connects  directly  with  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  my  own  parUcular  locality. 
It  traverses  the  rich  coal-fields  of  Illinois,  and  wil! 
afford  sites  for  manufactures  which  are  now  value- 
less.  It  brings  to  our  doors  extensive  and  rich 
valleys  whicJi  now  we  cannot,  without  mat  diffi- 
culty, penetrate.  Yet,  sir,  what  I  ask  for  this  en- 
terprise is  now  of  no  value  to  you,  and,  unless  thu 
enterprise  shall  succeed,  will  contume  valueless  to 
the  Government.  This  is  not  a  schtine,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  nin  a  railroad  through  a  wildemest, 
and'  to  precede  population  by  au  expenditure  of 
public  funds  for  the  construction  of  a  road.  The 
whole  country  is  an  old  settled  country.  Tbr 
point  at  which  it  crosses  the  Wabash  wn  \ht 
theater  of  the  earliest  western  military  adventures, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  earliest  Freuf  h  ieiile- 
meiita  of  that  quarter  of  the  Confederacy.  Tht 
line  of  this  road  follows  the  ridge  dividing  the  wa- 
ters of  the  White  river  in  Indiana,  and  the  waten 
of  the  Ohio,  and  crossing  tlie  valley  of  the  Wi- 
bash  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  traverses  the 
uplands  and  prairies  of  Illinois.  The  lands  harr 
been  so  long  exposed  at  the  land  ofiices  for  pH- 
vate  entry,  that  little  remains  upon  which  printe 
capital  will  be  invested,  unless  some  stimulani 
shall  be  afforded — some  inducement  whereby  larp 
and  new  advantages  mav  be  offered  to  the  feuicr. 
The  ridge  lauds  to  which  I  have  alluded  may  be 
rich — I  presume  they  are — but  Western  gentl6 
men  know  that  GK>vernmeul  con  never  disooK  of 
them  unless  some  contrivance  like  this  shall  put 
them  from  the  public  proprietorship.  Then  ihey 
will  be  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  taken  up.  Itu 
only  **  unconsidered  trifles  "  which  I  ask  yon  ta 
confer  by  this  grant,  and  the  donation  bnopio 
Cjk)vernment  the  advantage  of  closing  out  definitely 
and  forever  its  claims  upon  the  public  domain 
where  expenditures  must  far  exceed  receipts. 

I  shall  not  consume  more  time  by  enlarfrio; 
upon  considerations  suggested  by  the  presenutioo 
of  this  subject.  I  have  briefly  attempted  to  show 
to  gentlemen  from  the  large  States  and  from  ilw 
distant  States,  that  this  cose  fbrms  a  just  exc^tioe 
to  the  rule  which  they  seem  to  have  adopted  in  the 
case  of  the  Missouri  railroad.  I  shall  not  argw 
the  general  question  of  the  notional  policy  con- 
nected with  the  public  domain.  I  waotapartico* 
lar  gront — an  inconsiderable  donation — ana  I  want 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  bein^  drifted  with  my  suiall 
vessel  into  the  general  whirlpool,  in  wliich  they 
ore  being  carried  who  are  freighted  with  hearier 
coi^es.  Mine,  sir,  is  no  magnificent  scheme, 
and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  consigned  "  to  the  torab 
of  the  Capuleta  "  by  bein^  sent  after  the  l»iM 
my  friend  from  Missouri;  for  in  that  sun^ 
which  will  come  hereafter  for  precedence  in  ffrtua* 
out  of  the  committee,  my  bill  will  stand  no  cuanct, 
for  no  great  sections  are  engaged,  by  the  luwwini 
it  will  bestow,  to  answer  for  its  safety. 

If  any  gentleman  desires  to  address  the  Hob* 
on  tltis  bill,  1  will  yield  tlie  floor,  but  ii"  no  m 
has  a  wish  to  speak  to  this  bill,  i  should  iilte  ^ 
have  a  vote  upon  its  engrossment  for  a  thiH 
reading,  and  for  that  ptirpose  I  shall  move  ihf 
previous  question. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  unden»iai»d  tire 
reason  wliich  operates  upon  many  gentlemen  ib 
.voting  against  these  grants  of  land  to  the  iw* 
States.  It  is,  that  the  efl'ect  of  it  will  ^  ">  P^ 
large  bodies  of  these  wild  lands  into  tlie  haml^rf 
speculators,  and  prevent  the  settlement  of  tlJ* 
country.  Now,  in  a  country  where  the  landB  have 
l>een  in  market  for  forty-five  years,  and  the  coun- 
try is  tlioroughly  settled,  and  where  ^^i*^ "^ 
nothing  but  second  and  third-rate  lands  and  no 
possibility  of  settlement,  it  seems  to  me  that  ihefj 
is  no  danger  that  these  lands  coiild  be  tranafwreo 
in  bodies  to  speculators.  Although  my  own  Stife 
is  not  specially  interested  m  this  work,  exrept  m 
a  connecting  link  in  those  great  roads pasaiDgfrp^J 
St.  Louis  to  Cincinnati,  still  I  am  Anxioua  that 
this  bill  should  pass.  I  desire  to  submit  but  a 
single  remark,  to  show  that  this  bill  coald  not  w 
subject  to  the  paramount  objection  that  P»*y'"","' 
regard  to  many  others,  and  with  the  hope  that  ine 
House  may  give  it  their  favorable  consideration 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  movetha  iw 
lull  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  lh«  Wbole  on 
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the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed;  and  on  that 
motion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GREY.  If  it  is  in  order,  1  wish  to  offer 
an  amendment,  and  to  have  it  printed  and  referred, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union . 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  order  as  long  as 
the  call  for  the  previous  question  is  pending. 

Mr.  GREY.  Then  I  ask  the  gentleman  fjpora 
Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  JONES.    I  cannot  do  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  on  a  divis- 
ion, there  were — ayes  79,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second, and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put,  viz: 
on  Mr.  Jones's  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  being  put,  the  iqotion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

GRANT  OP  LAND  TO  MICHIGAN.* 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reportcMl  back  with  an  amendment  the 
House  bill  No.  10,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
land,  for  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  around 
the  Falls  of  the  St.  Mary,  in  said  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back  without  amendment  the  House  bill  No.  314, 
erantin?  the  right  of  way  and  granting  land  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Chicago  to  the  head  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, and  moved  that  said  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  GREY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
that  motion,  to  allow  me  to  submit  an  amendment 
to  the  bill. 

Mr  HALL.    I  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GREY  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

Sec.  — .  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  Thnt  900^)00  acres 
9f  the  public  Undt  be  and  tbey  are  hereby  granted  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  piirpow  of  aidins  in  construct- 
tng  a  milroad  in  said  State,  rroni  Louisville  to  some  point 
on  the  Mississippi  river  in  said  State ;  and  500,000  acres 
for  aiding  in  constractinK  a  railroad  fh>ra  Lexinirton.  Ken- 
tucky, to  the  Virginia  State  hne ;  and  500,000  acres  for  aid- 
inf  in  constructing  a  railroad  from  Henderson,  Kentucky. 
towards  Nashville,  Tennessee  {  the  said  lands  to  be  selected 
bf  an  agent  or  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  from  any  of  the  public  lands  which 
have  not  been  heretofore  especially  reserved  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  which  no  right  of  preemption  shall  have  at- 
tached, the  selection  to  be  made  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  and  when  so  seltHited,  the 
said  lands  hereby  granted  to  the  said  State  of  Kentucky 
»ball  be  subject  to  the  dis>posal  of  the  Legislature  thereof, 
for  the  purposes  aforeraid:  Provided,  That  said  lands  shall 
be  exclusively  applied  in  the  construction  of  said  railroads 
from  Ijoatanrille  tethe  Mississippi  river,  from  Lexington  to 
the  Virginia  State  line,  and  from  Henderson  towards  Na^- 
rille.  and  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the  work  progresses : 
Jind  prodded  further,  Tbat  the  said  roads  shall  be  and  re- 
main public  hwhways  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the 
Uoited  States, free  from  toll  or  other  cbargesupon  the  trans- 
yortaiion  of  the  mails,  or  any  property  or  truopa  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States. 

Mr.  DOTY*  I  raise  a  question  of  order  on  that 
imendnaent.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  subject-mat- 
Mt  of  the  bill. 

The  SPCA  KER.  The  Chair  has  not  examined 
he  body  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
m  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  believe  I  merely  yielded  the 
loor  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  what  the  amend- 
nent  was,  and  I  must  object  to  its  being  offered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood 'the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  as  yielding  the  floor  for 
he  purpose  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
ucky — to  enable  him  to  offer  the  amendment. 

Mr^  HALL.  Provided  I  might  resume  the 
loor  if  I  objected  to  the  amendment. 
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The  SPEAKER.  That  was  a  mental  reserva- 
tion, the  Chair  supposes.  , 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  perfectly  indifferent  about 
the  amendment.  All  I  desire  is,  not  to  consume 
time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  prepared 
to  decide  the  amendment  out  of  order  until  the 
bill  shall  have  been  examined  in  all  its  parts. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  title  of 
the  bill,  in  order  that  the  House  may  see  what  it 
proposes. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title,  as  follows: 

<*  A  bill  irrantlBff  the  right  of  way,  and  granting  land  to 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road fh>m  Chicago  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior." 

Mr.  GREY.  If  that  title  at  all  indicates  the 
contents  of  the  bill,  my  amendment  is  clearly  in 
order.  Here  is  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of 
land  for  a  railroad,  and  my  amendment  proposes 
a  like  appropfiation  ofpublic  lands  for  a  railroad. 

The  SPEAKER.  From  the  reading  of  the  title 
of  the  bill,  the  Chair  is  inclined  to  oelieve  that 
the  amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  call  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  whole  bill,  and  I  shall  then  raise  a  point 
of  order  on  the  amendment,  and  ask  for  the  read- 
ingof  the  rule  upon  which  I  rely. 

The  Clerk  read  the  biH. 

[The  bill  grants,  in  the  usual  form,  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  the  alternate  sections  on  each  side 
of  the  proposed  roads  enumerated  in  the  bill,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  roads.] 

Mr.  JONES  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
55th  rule. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule,  which  is  as  follows: 

55.  <<  No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different  fhwo 
that  under  consideration  shall  be  admitted  under  c<rior  of 
amendment.  No  bill  or  resolution  sMl,  at  any  time,  be 
amended  by  annexing  thereto,  or  incorporatins  therewith, 
any  other  bill  or  resolution  pending  before  the  House." 

Mr.  JONES.  The  first  branch  of  that  rule,  I 
think,  excludes  the  amendment,  and  upon  it  I  rely. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  question  of  rele- 
vancy merely,  and  a  question  about  which  gentle- 
men may  well  differ.  The  bill  pro]M)ses  to  appro- 
priate lands  to  a  railroad  in  Wisconsin;  the  amend- 
ment proposes  to  appropriate  lands  to  a  railroad 
in  Kentucky.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
amendment  is  in  order,  and  is  not  in  violation  of 
the  rule  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
refers. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  GREY  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Joxei,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Chakdler  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  93,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
decision  or  the  Chair  sustained. 

Mr.  HALL  renewed  the  motion  to  refer  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments,  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  to  print 
the  same 

Mr.  CHURCH  WELL.  I  have  an  amendment 
which  I  desire  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  is  not  in 
order  during  the  pendency  of  the  motion  to  refer  the 
bin  to  the  Committee  df  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL.  1  ask  the  genUeman 
from  Missouri  to  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  withdraw  it  to  enable  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.    For  that  purpose  only  ? 

Mr.  HALL.    Yes,  sir. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn,  and 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL  offered  the  following  as 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment: 

That  1,000,000  acres  of  puUie  land,  lying  anywhere  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  be  granted  4o  the  douth  Carolina 
and  Tennessee  railroad  fh>m  Anderson  Court- Hotise,  in 
South  Carolina,  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  to  the  East 
Tenneaaee  and  Kentucky  railrosd  from  Knozville,  Teo- 
nessee,  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  iu  ratio  proportionsd  by 


the  number  of  miles  of  said  road  to  be  constroeted  hi  each 
State,  under  the  direetioa  of  their  respective  Goveraora. 

Mr.  C.  then  renewed  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  last  anfbndment  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  Is  not.  The  gentleman 
fVom  Tennessee  submits  a  motion  to  commit  the 
bill,  with  the  amendments,  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  I  apprehend  the  amendment 
would  not  be  in  order,  even  if  that  motion  was  not 
pending.    You  cannot  amend  in  the  third  degree. 

The  SPEAKER.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  CHURCHWELL  called  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put; 
and  being  put,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  bill,  together  with  the  pfending  amend- 
ments, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair,  if  the  morning  hour  has  expired } 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  not. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  When  does 
the  Chair  hold  that  the  morning  hour  com- 
menced ? 

The  SPEAKER.  At  the  time  the  House  com- 
menced the  reception  of  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  submit  to  the  Chair 
whether  the  morning  hour  did  not  commence  with 
the  motion  to  reconsider,  which  was  itself  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
as  the  Missouri  land  bill  had  passea  from  the 
House  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thestate 
of  the  Union,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  a  priv- 
ileged motion  not  necessarily  confined  to  the  morn- 
ing hour.  The  Chair  is  not  very  clear  upon  that 
point,  however. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Do  I  understand  the 
Chair  to  decide  that  the  morning  hour  did  not 
commence  until  reports  had  been  called  fVom  com- 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  that 
opinion. 

Mr.  COBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
to  which  were  referred  the  petition  of  "many 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama"  in  relation  to  a 
grant  of  the  ri^ht  of  way,  and  of  alternate  sections 
of  land,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Selmaand 
Gunter's  Landing  Railroad,  the  tnemorial  of  the 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  Railroad  Company,  as 
well  as  the  petition  of  W.  R.  W.  Cobb,  and  a  bill 
upon  the  same  subject,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port a  bilU  by  way  of  substitute,  granting  the  right 
of  way  to  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  and  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Selma,  on  the  Alabama  river,  at  or 
near  Gunter's  landing  in  said  State. 

Mr.  COBB.  Mr.  Speaker,  notwithstanding  my 
constituents  in  Alabama  believe  that  all  we  have  to 
do  in  a  matter  like  this  is  merely  to  ask  fbr  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  and '  the  liberality  of  this 
House  will  immediately  respond  to  the  call,  and 
grant  the  request — I  say,  that  notwithstanding  the 
opinions  of  my  constituents  may  be  this,  yet  if 
they  were  here  to-day  they  coula  not  lay  at  my 
door  the  charge  of  dereliction  of  duty  in  relation 
to  this  bill.  I  am  satisfied,  further,* that  if  they 
were  here  to-day  asking  me,  as  they  have  asked 
me  heretofore,  to  put  this  bill  on  its  passage 
immediately  after  beinff  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  they  would,  with  such 
facts  before  them  as  are  now  presented,  con- 
cur with  me  in  not  making  such  a  request.  The 
vote  given  upon  this  floor  this  morning  upon  a 
similar  bill,  clearly  shows  that  the  House  is  not 
ready  to-niay  to  pass  such  a  bill.  I  say,  that  un- 
der the  circumstances,  in  accordance  with  my  own 
opinions  of  propriety,  I  cannot  ask  that  this  bill 
be  now  put  upon  its  passage,  though,  in  obedience 
to  their  will,  and  in  carrying  out  their  wishes,  I 
do  not  feel  authorized  to  ask  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
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Union,  to  take*it8  place  upon  the  Calendar.  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  it  goes  tnere,  it  will  be  the  last 
they  will  hear  of  it.  I  do  not  expect  the  citizens 
of  that  portion  of  the  Union  will  receive  the  benefit 
of  this  grant.  I  do  not  expect  that  the  connection 
of  the  waters  of  Tennessee  with  those  of  Alabk- 
ma,  in  which  the  Crovemment  and  people  of  the 
United  States  feel  so  much  interest,  will  erer  be 
consummated  by  any  |n"a"t  of  land  from  this  Con- 
gress. I  tell  my  constituents  that  they  must  rely 
upon  their  own  private  resources — upon  their  own 
energy  and  private  enterprise,  to  complete  this 
work,  intended  to  conneei  the  waters  of  Tennessee 
and  Alabama.  I  believe  the  interest  of  this  Gov- 
ernment would  be  greatly  promoted  by  making 
the  ffrant  of  land  which  this  bill  proposes.  It 
would  bring  into  market,  and  make  valuable,  a 
large  quantity  of  the  public  domain  which  is  now 
nearly  worthless.  I  believe  it  would  result  in 
benefit  to  the  General  Government  if  this  grant 
were  made;  but  I  am  compelled  to  say,  with  the 
most  sanguine  hone  that  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
entertain,  that  I  have  no  expectation  that  it  will 
be  done  by  this  Congress.  And  I  admonish  my 
constituents  to  go  on  with  their  private  enterprise 
and  complete  the  road.  They  have  already  con- 
structed some  two  hundred  miles  of  this  road, 
which  is  to  connect  these  mighty  waters  together. 
But  forty-three  miles  are  lefl,  and  I  say,  go  on  and 
complete  by  private  enterprise  what  you  have 
commenced  and  carried  thus  far!  Surmount  all 
the  obstacles  which  present  themselves  in  your 
path.  This  Congress  will  not  give  you  anything 
to  assist  you.    Go  on,  and  do  it  yourselves ! 

Before  1  take  my  seat,  I  must  ask  permission  to 
return  my  thanks  to  a  former  Congress  for  the  aid 
they  gave  towards  the  construction  of  this  road. 
And  to  show  this  Congress  that  this  has  been  re- 
garded as  a  great  national  work,  I  must  allude  to 
Sie  fact  that  by  an  express  provision  made  by  a 
former  Congress,  the  State  of  Alabama  was  re- 
quired to  appropriate  a  portion  of  her  five  per  cent. 
net  proceeas  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
great  object  which  this  road,  when  completed,  will 
accompnsh — the  connection  of  the  waters  of  Ala- 
bama with  tliose  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  that  he  wait 
till  his  bill  has  been  read  a  first  and  second  time,  ' 
before  he  proceeds  to  make  his  speech. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virg^'nia  for  his  suggestion;  espe- 
cially as  I  am  an  exceedingly  young  member  of  the 
House,  and  inexperienced  as  to  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding.  [Laughter.]  However,  if  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  have  the  bill  read  now,  I 
will  give  way  for  thatpurpoee. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  The  House  will  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  I  have  no  doubt,  with  great 
pleasure.    I  hope  he  will  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

A  Member.    What  is  your  bill  ? 

Mr.  COBB.  It  is  a  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  and  making  a  grant  of  alteriAite  sections  of 
land  to  the  Selmnano  Gunter*s  Landing  railroad. 
I  will  leave  it  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  say 
whether  I  shall  go  on  now.    Can  I  go  on  ? 

[Cries  of  *•  Go  on  !**  «« Go  on  !") 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  suggest  that 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  will  be  perfectly  in 
order  to  continue  his  remarks,  if  he  will  permit  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill.was  then  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  COBB  continued.  I  only  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  now,  and  then  I  shall  noHnfiict  a  speech 
upon  the,  House  afterwards.  What  I  am  saying 
1  design  more  particularly  for  my  constituents 
than  with  any  expectation  that  it  will  afifect  the 
action  of  the  House  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Will  the  gentleman  give 
way  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  bill? 

Mr.  COBB.  I  prefer  to  make  my  speech  first, 
and  then  the  gentleman  can  offer  his  amendment 
and  make  his  speech  afterwards.     [Laughter.] 

I  hooe  the  attention  of  the  House  will  not  be 
diverted  from  the  importance  of  this  work.  I  al- 
luded a  moment  ago  to  the  view  with  which  the 
Government  regarded  this  work;  and  I  repeat  now 
what  I  said  then,  that  although  their  proportion  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
•~-  given  to  the  other  States  unconditionally. 


yet  of  BO  great  importance  did  the  Government 
regard  the  connection  of  the  waters  of  Tennessee 
with  those  of  Alabama,  that  the  State  of  Alabama 
was  required  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  that 
money  for  this  express  object.  Sir,  that  State  has 
faithfuMy  corried  mto  effect  that  requirement,  and 
by  the  aid  of  private  subscription  she  has  carried 
on  this  work  thus  far;  and  should  this  House  and 
this  Congress  agree  to  grant  lands  to  the  utmost 
extent  for  which  this  oill  provides,  they  cannot 
contribute  more  than  one  seventeenth  part  of  the 
amount  required  to  complete  the  road.  Now,  sir, 
the  citizens  of  Alabama,  and  of  different  portions 
of  tlie  Union,  are  ready  with  their  own  private  en- 
terprise to  go  on  and  complete  every  sixteen  parts 
out  of  seventeen  of  this  road,  and  Task  if  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor  will  deny  the  grant  which  is 
asked  to  complete  the  other  part,  of  a  work  of  so 
much  national  importance  as  this  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  desire  to  make  these  remarks 
as  brief  as  possible,  but  I  cannot  close  witliout 
tracing  this  road  from  Selma  to  its  terminus.  You 
have  heard  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall]  upon  another  bill  to- 
day. I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  that  gentle- 
man to  the  portion  of  his  remarks  in  which,  while 
speaking  of^the  importance  of  connecting  his  por- 
tion of  the  country  with  the  great  lakes,  he  inci- 
dentally alluded  to  the  works  which  were  pro- 
gressing in  the  State  of  Alabama  towards  the 
same  quarter.  And  what  work  was  it  to  which 
he  alluded  ?  Why,  sir,  it  was  the  one  in  behalf 
of  which  I  am  now  speaking.  It  is  this  work 
which  is  to  complete  tne  line  of  connection  with 
the  great  lakes.  And  will  you  refuse  the  little 
pittance  for  which  this  bill  provides?  I  tell  the 
gentleman,  as  the  Representative  of  the  mountain 
district  through  which  this  road  is  expected  to 
run,  that  we  can  and  will  make  this  road  our- 
selves, if  you  will  not  help  us.  We  shall  pene- 
trate those  mountains;  but  I  hope  we  shall  not  be 
denied  this  little  grant,  which  is  to  open  a  commu- 
nication for  your  flour  and  pork  and  hemp  from 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Tennessee,  and  Ken- 
tucky, to  AlaoKma.  I  hope  when  this  subject 
comes  up  again,  that  we  shall  not  see  a  gentleman 
from  any  of  those  States  opposing  this  bill.  I 
hope  they  will  see  the  importance  of  this  work. 
Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  that  this  road  will  enable  you  and  your  con- 
stituents to  place  your  pork  and  flour,  in  three 
days'  time,  into  any  portion  of  the  State  of  Ala* 
bama.  If  vou  had  nad  this  communication  last 
summer,  when  flour  was  ^10  per  barrel  all  over 
the  interior  of  Alabama,  while  it  was  but  |3  50  in 
Ohio,  what  a  source  of  wealth  would  it  have 
proved  for  your  own  State!  But  I  do  not  imend 
to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  in- 
quire if  the  morning  hour  has  not  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has  expired. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  have  nearly  finished  what  I  have 
to  say  now,  but  if  gentlemen  cut  me  off  and  allow 
me  to  get  a  new  nead  of  steam,  I  may  make 
another  speech  to-morrow.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  move  that  the  House  pro-  | 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  | 
Speaker's  table.  ' 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  House  | 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ' 
on  the  state  of  the  Unfon.  The  morning  hour  I 
has  expired,  and  I  believe  such  a  motion  is  in  | 
order. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  hope  the 
gdntleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  will 
waive  his  motion  for  a  few  minutes  until  some 
Senate  bill  upon  the  Speaker's  table  can  be  re- 
ferred to  their  appropriate  committees,  as  also  some 
communications  lyin^  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  I 
would  ask  the  Speaker  if  it  is  possible,  while  one 
member  is  upon  the  floor  mating  a  speech,  for 
another  gentleman  to  take  the  floor  for  the  purpose 
of  submitting  a  motion  to  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  morning  hour  has 
expired,  it  is  in  order,  but  it  would  not  be  during 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  gladly  consent 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Seymour]  if  I  could,  but  unless  wego 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  reports  of  commit- 
tees^ would  necessarily  take  precedence  of  the 
business  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  and,  therefore, 
I  must  hold  to  my  motion. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  iocliotd  to  the 
opinion  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
1  ennessee  [Mr.  Harru]  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motios 
of  Mr.  Harris,  and  it  was  agreed  to;  there  bemg, 
upon  a  division — ayes  89,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  now  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  MTholt 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Will  the  wnUe- 
man  from  Illinois  allow  the  bill  from  the  Stnaie, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  make  land  warrants  assignable 
and  for  other  purposes**  to  be  taken  up  before  that 
vote  is  taken  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will;  and  there  ait 
two  bilb  upon  the  table  which  I  wish  should  be 
taken  up. 

The  bill  was  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  read 
by  its  title,  as  above  reported. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  will  be  recollected  that  tbe 
House  amended  the  first  section  of  that  Senate 
bill,  and  then  struck  out  all  the  remaining  ponioa 
of  it.  The  Senate  have  non-concurred  with  all 
the  amendments  of  the  House,  and  sent  it  back 
here.  I  now  move  that  the  House  insiat  upon 
their  amendments,  and  that  we  ask  for  a  commit- 
tee of  conference.  This  will  brin?  all  the  ques- 
tions in  dispute  between  the  two  Hoases,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fees  of  registers  and  receivers,  and  the 
extension  of  these  land  warrants,  before  this  cosh 
mittee  of  conference. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  own  opmion  is,  thit 
the  course  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [M  r.  JoNKs]  is  not  usual .  The  vote  for  the 
House  to  take  now,  is  to  insist  upon  these  amend- 
ments, and  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate, mad  whes 
it  shall  have  been  done,  it  will  be  tinne  enou^  t» 
ask  for  a  committee  of  conference.  I  take  it  the 
House  is  not  the  proper  body  to  ask  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  at  this  time.  I  ask,  therefore, 
for  a  division  of  that  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  The  House  is 
now  called  upon  to  take  action  in  relation  to  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  upon  that  bill,  when 
they  know  nothing  as  to  what  those  proceedingf 
are.  I  ask,  then,  what  it  is  that  the  Senate  bai 
done. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  bill  wiU  be  read. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  fron 
Kentucky  [Mr.  BRECEiinuDGK]  has  the  floor  is 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoios. 
He  is  unwell,  and  may  not  be  able  to  be  here  to* 
morrow.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  House  re 
solve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  or 
the  state  of  the  Union,  upon  the  special  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  it^f  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  theUmoo, 
(Mr.  JoNcs,  of  Tennessee,  in  thediair.) 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  first  before 
the  committee  is  the  special  order,  being;  Hooie 
bill  No.  7,  for  the  encouragement  of  sgritnliarei 
and  for  other  purooses.  Upon  that  question  the 
gentleman  from  Reotucky  [Mr.  BaxciuiaincKl 
18  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE    then  addresKd  the 
House  an  hour,  in  reply  to  remarks  made  some 
time  since  by  Mr.  Cabell,  of  Florida,  to  the  eftd 
that  the  opinions  of  General  Butler,  of  Kentuck]r« 
on  the  slavery  question,  were  not  known.   Tbii 
he  denied,  and  referred  to  General  Butler's  politi- 
cal life  to  prove  that  he  was  sound  on  the  slafety 
question.    He  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Convention  lately  held  in  Kentucky, recom- 
mending General  Butler  to  the  ConvenUon  to  » 
held  in  Baltimore  in  June  next  as  a  suitable  p«^ 
son  to  nominate  for  the  Presidency,  and  to  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Kentucky  Conventroj". 
reading  a  letter  from  that  gentleman  endorsing  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Convention.    In  «* 
name  of  the  Kentucky  Democrscy,  he  denied  w 
charge  that  General  Butler  w^fi  an  Aboliuoni*. 
He  also  commented  on  an  article  in  the  D«w- 
cratic  Review,  denunciatory  of  certain  promBem 
statesmen,  and  General  Butler  in  P«^**^'**JfJI°/ 
in  conclusion,  urged  harmony  among  the  Vto^ 
cratic  party.  .  .  ] 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  Breckinridge's  speecftj 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  followed  in  «  »e* 
remarks,  stating  that  at  the  time  he  in»ae Jtitr^ 
marks  General  Butler's  opinions  were  not  KRO". 
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If,  at  the  time  he  made  his  speech,  G^Deral  But- 
ler's opinions  had  been  known,  he  would  not  have 
made  allusion  to  him.  HecongT^tuIated  the  coun- 
try upon  the  fact  that  one  gentleman  named  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  had  expressed  his 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  he  hoped 
that  other  gentlemen  named  in  the  same  connec- 
tion would  follow  the  example. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Chairman, 
1  desire  to  tncraire  what  is  the  question  before  the 
committee?    I  Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  before  the 
committee  is  House  bill  No.  7,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  a  i^reat  many  other  pur- 
poses.    [Renewed  Iaughter.1 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  did  not  intend  to 
discuss  the  question  in  dispute  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida  and  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky; for  his  constituents  had  not  sent  him  here 
to  manufacture  candidates  for  the  Presidency;  nor 
did  he  propose  to  discuss  tlie  measures  which 
were  caAed  the  compromise  measures,  for  he  had 
expressed  his  opinions  on  this  subject  oaring  the 
last  Congress.  He  had  seen  efforts  made  during 
the  present  session  to  rei^nact  and  rei^ndorse  cer- 
tain hiws  in  relation  to  the  question  of  slavery; 
and  he  had  only  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  tne 
House  might  pass  erery  day  during  the  present 
session  resolutions  reiinacting  and  rei^ndorsing  the 
compromise  measures,  there  would  be  nothing  in 
them  which  would  prevent  the  people  from  de- 
manding legislation  upon  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
whenever  they  might  see  proper  to  require  iu 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  bill  under 
consideration.  It  was  Very  evident,  he  thought — 
and  no  one  who  had  observed  the  action  of  the 
House  could  fail  to  observe — that  the  great  ques- 
tion of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  belonging  to 
this  nation  would  devolve  upon  this  Congress. 
The  idea  that  these  public  lands  were  to  be  retained 
as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  General  Government 
seemed  to  have  been  abandoned  by  all  parties  and 
ail  classes  of  men.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  ad- 
vert to  the  history  of  the  acquisition  of  the  public 
domain;  and  during  this  part  of  his  remarlcs  he 
yielded  the  floor  to — 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  who  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  progress;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chainitan  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideratimi,  and  partic- 
tilarly  the  special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7, 
to  encourage  agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  now  aak  that 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  •*  An  act  to  make 
land  warrants  assignable,  and  forotherpurposes,*' 
may  be  disposed  of  by  insistino^  upon  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  thereto,  anaaslcing  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  And  upon  that  I  ask  the 
previous  question. 

By  general  consent,  the  bill  was  then  taken  up 
and  read  by  its  title,  as  above  reported. 

The  SPEAKER.  What  is  the  gentleman's 
motion  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  My  motion  is,  that  the  House 
insist  upon  its  amendments,  non-concurred  in  by 
the  Senate,  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to.  Messrs.  'Jonei,  of  Tennessee, 
BaioGs,  and  Bissbll,  were  appomted  tlie  confer- 
ees on  the  part  of  the  House. 

CLAIMS  OP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  STANLY,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
eiven,  entitled  **A  bill  to  refund  to  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  the  amount  of  money  advanced, 
and  the  transportation  furnished  to  volunteers 
from  that  State  during  the  late  war  with  Mexico;*' 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  S.  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
making  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of 
certain  rivers  and  harbors;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 


Mr.  STANLY.  I  omitted  to  move  that  the 
two  bills,  which  I  have  just  presented,  should  be 
printed.     I  now  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  suggest 
that  it  is  not  customary  to  print  bills  until  they  are 
reported  back  to  the  House  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Then  I  withdraw  my  motion 
to  print. 

ENTRIES  OP  LAND 
Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill  to  legalize  certain  entries  of 
public  land  made  in  the  State  of  Florida;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its.  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

CRIMES  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previou.s  notice 
has  been  given,  entitled  *♦  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,'*  approved  March  3,  1825;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  S.  I  wish  to  submit  certain  joint  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  1  ask  may  be  read. 

rCries»»No!''    *«No!"    "No!"] 

Mr.  STANTON.  1  move  that  they  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  What  is  the  title?  Let  it 
be  read. 

The  title  of  the  resolutions  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: **  Resolutions  requesting  our  Senators  and 
RepVesentatives  in  Congress  to  secure  an  appro- 
priation for  the  construction  of  a  ship-canni  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Marie."  The  resolutions  were  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  Senate 
bill  No.  185  is  unon  the  Speaker *s  table.' 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HART.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  objected  to,  and  can- 
not be  referred. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  There  are  a 
number  of  Senate  bills  of  imoortance  upon  the 
table,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  permit  all  of  them 
to  be  referred. 

Mr.  HART.    I  object. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  present  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia  of  old 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  that  they  may  be 
read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  object. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  But  one  word .  The  reso- 
lutions are  from  a  meeting  of  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  1812,  asking  a  grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    I  object. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  will  withdraw  my  prop- 
osition to  read  them,  and  move  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

[Cries  of  «« 1  object!"  "  I  object!"] 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  Then  I  will  renew  my 
motion  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CARTTER, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  fcc. 

.  The  rollowing  petitiotu,  memorials,  flic.,  were  presented 

under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriote  committees : 

By  Mr.  MOREHEAD :  The  memorial  of  Philip  Kenner, 
assistant  marshal  of  the  ditiUlct  of  North  Carolina,  asking 
an  increase  of  compensation  for  services  rehderedin  taking 
the  late  census. 

By  Mr.  JONKS,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  de- 
struction of  file  Mint  at  Philadelphia  and  the  removal  to 
New  York. 

AUo,  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
recommending  an  appropriation  for  a  ship-canal  around  the 
Falls  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Levi  Wunder  and  35  others,  for  a 
modification  of  the  tariflf. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  the  Leginlature  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  harbors  in  the  river  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  Resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  St4le  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  pro- 
posed removal  of  the  United  States  Mint  Oom  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  city  of  New  York. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Charles  W.  Carroll,  James  C. 
Bigiby,  Henry  W.  Simpson,  and  31  others,  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  extension  of  the 
Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards,  &c. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON :  The  petitions  of  eitisens  of  Allen 
and  Van  Wert  eountits,  Ohio,  Cor  a  mail  rouu  from  Find- 


lay,  Ohio,  via  Delphos  and  Van  Wert,  to  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  ^ 

By  Mr.  HASCALL  :  A  remonstrance  of  149  citizen.^  of 
Warsaw,  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  against  Uie  renew.ol 
of  Woodworth 's  patent  for  a  planing  machine. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN:  ResoiutionH  from  tlie  Lcglsla 
ture  of  tUe  State  of  Penniiylvania,  instructing  the  Senators 
and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  Uiat  State  to  op- 
pose the  establishment  of  a  Mifit  at  New  York. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
John  F.  Lowrey,  jr.,  and  26  oUiers,  citizens  of  Blair  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  formation 
of  an  Agricultural  Bureau  by  Congress. 

Alf'O,  the  petition  of  Jane  Glasgow,  widow  of  Jainf^s 
Glasgow,  deceased,  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary  war, 

Erayijig  Congress  to  extend  to  her  the  pension  of  her  hus- 
and  from  1840  during  her  natural  life. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  memorial  of  J.  C.  Albright  and 
69  other  citizens  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  the  bridges  of  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont 
Bridge  Company  as  post  roads,  and  that  thfy  remain  at 
their  present  height,  &c. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  R.  McBride  and  43  other  citizens 
of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  certain  phys^icinns 
employed  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico  may  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  invalid  pension  laws,  and  the  laws  regu- 
lating extra  pay,  now  in  force. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER :  The  petition  of  Martin  Winsor  and 
71  merchants,  shipmasters,  and  others,  in  the  towns  of 
Duxbury  and  Kingston,  MaBsachusetts,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation from  the  Treasury  of  tlic  United  States  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Scituate,  in  the  Stale  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  several  insurance  companies  and 
port  wardens  of  Boston,  praying  for  an  appropriation  from 
the  Treasury  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Scitu- 
ate  Massachusetts. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  Jtfarcfc  5,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  move  to  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  order  by  which  this  day  is  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  private  bills,  for  one  hour.  1 
win  state  that  my  object  in  doing  so,  is  to  ask  the 
Senate,  during  the  morning  hour,  to  take  up  a  hill 
which  ought  to  have  passed  long  since,  to  enable 
officers  who  were  in  California  between  the  time 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  the  establishment  of 
the  State  constitution  to  settle  their  accounts. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DRY  DOCKS,  BASINS,  AND  RAILWAYS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  ultimo,  conies  of 
contracts  for  the  construction  of  dry  docks,  banins, 
and  railways,  at  Kittery,  Philadelphia,  and  Pen- 
sacola;  ana  also  a  copy  of  the  contract  for  a  float- 
ing sectional  dock  at  San  Francisco,  in  California. 
The  Secretary  also  stated,  in  further  reply  to  the 
resolution,  that  no  advertisement  was  maae  invit- 
ing proposals  for  the  work  last  named ;  and  that  in 
the  view  of  the  Department  none  was  required  by 
the  original  law  upon  the  subject,  approved  Sep- 
tember 22d,  1850. 

The  communication  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
a  motion  to  print  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 
MILITARY  CONTRIBUTIONS   IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  ask  the  general  consent  of 
the  Senate  HO  take  up  a  bill  in  addition  to,  and 
amendatory  of,  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accotints  of  public  officers 
and  others  who  may  have  received  moneys  arising 
from  military  contributions  or  otherwise  in  Mex- 
ico,'' approved  3d  March,  1849.  This  is  a  bill, 
the  passage  of  which  is  necessary  in  order  to  en- 
able the  officers  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the 
Government,  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  what  bal- 
ances  may  be  in  their  hands.  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  take  it  up,  and  I  think  it  may  be  disposed  of 
in  a  short  time. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  propose  a  substitute 
for  the  bill,  which  consists  of  six  sections. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  enact  that  all  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  "  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  public  officers  and  otiiers, 
who  may  have  received  moneys  arising  from  mili- 
tary contributions  or  otherwise  in  Mexico,"  ap- 
proved March  3d,  1849,  be  applied  to  any  officer 
of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  appointed  by,  or  acting 
under  the  authority  of,  any  such  officer  or  officers, 
who  may  have  received  moneys  raised  and  collected 
in  Upper  California  or  New  Mexico  for  contribu- 
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tions,  penalties,  internal  assessments,  duties,  or 
other  objects,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  the 
12Ui  day  of  November,  1849,  (tlie  day  on  which 
the  collector  of  customs  for  the  district  of  Upper 
California  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  nis 
duties,  under  the  act  extending  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  States  over  that  country,)  and 
each  and  every  such  officer  or  other  person  shall 
account  for,  setUe,  and  pay  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  for  general  purposes,  any 
balances  of  moneys  shown  to  be  in  his  hands. 
And  upon  such  settlement,  made  in  conformity 
with  the  reouirements  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  before  referred  to,  such  persons  shall  become 
entitled  to  the  compensations  and  allowances 
authorized  by  that  act,  except  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. And  on  failure  to  account  for  or  pay  over 
any  moneys  received  by  them,  the  said  officers  or 
other  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties  im- 
posed Dy  existing  laws,  in  the  case  of  disbursing 
officers  of  the  United  States  who  neglect  or  refuse 
to  account  for. money  drawn  from  tne  Treasury; 
provided  that  all  papers,  vouchers,  or  other  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  levying  or  collecting  of 
any  such  money,  shall  be  ftlea  with  the  amounts 
rendered  for  settlement  by  any  officer  or  other 
person  referred  to  in  the  act. 

The  second  section  provides  that  compensation 
may  be  allowed  to  any  commanding  officer  of  the 
army  in  California  who  collected  duties  in  that 
country  after  the  late  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico 
and  before  the  12th  day  of  November,  1849,  not 
exceeding  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law 
to  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Upper  California; 
said  compensation  to  include  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  such  officer  of  the  army. 

The  third  section  provides  that  when  accounts 
are  rendered  for  expenditures  under  the  approval 
and  sanction  of  the  proper  officers  for  the  support 
of  the  actual  government  of  California,  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  before  the 
formation  of  the  State  government,  and  which 
exoenditures  may  appear  to  have  been  proper 
ana  necessary,  though  not  authorized  by  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  the  said  accounts  may  be 
credited  to  the  proper  person  or  persons  in  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts,  if  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  CJnited  States. 

By  the  fourth  section  it  is  proposed  to  authorize 
the  accounting  -officers  of  the  Treasury  to  credit 
the  proper  officers  with  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  paid  or  advanced  by  them  for  defraying  tlie 
expanses  of  the  Convention  of  California  to  form 
a  State  constitution,  provided  that  the  same  shall 

not  exceed  the  sum  of  jj^ ;  and  also  to  credit 

the  proper  persons  with  the  sum  or  sums  of 
monev  advanced  or  paid  by  them  for  the  relief  of 
the  aestitute  overland  emigrants  to  California 
under  the  authority  of  the  officer  chief  in  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  California;  provided  the 
same  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $125,000,  and 
that  vouchers  shall  be  produced  for  the  amounts 
paid. 

By  the  fifth  section  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  directed  to  cause  proper  defentf^  to  be  made 
to  any  suit  or  suits  at  law  now  pending,  or  that 
may  be  hereafter  instituted,  against  the  person  or. 
persons  who  acted  in  the  capacity  of  collector  of 
the  customs  at  San  Francisco  or  elsewhere  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  under  the  military  authorities  of  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  time  when  the  duly  ap- 
pointed collector  entered  upon  the  collection  of  tne 

revenues  at  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  $ 

be  appropriated  therefor. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  of  the  moneys 
collected  in  the  ports  now  embraced  within  tlie 
limits  of  the  State  of  California  as  duties  upon 
foreign  tmporU,  that  t^e  sum  of  $300,000  be  paid 
to  that  State,  to  be  applied  to  the  expenses  or  the 
State  government  prior  to  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia mto  the  Union  as  a  State. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  bill 
which  was  drawn  up  with  a  great  deal  of  care  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pearce,]  whose 
absence  now  I  regret,  in  order  to  provide  ror  two 
objects;  each  of  which  presented  questions  which 
were  complicated  in  their  character.  The  one  was 
to  enable  the  officers  to  settle  the  accounts  which 
arose  out  of  transactions  between  the  treaty  of 
peace  and  the  time  when  the  collector  went  into 
California  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  other  was  to  make  some  provision  in  rela- 
tion to  what  is  called  the  civil  Aind  of  California; 
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that  is  to  say,  the  fund  which  was  collected  from 
the  duties  on  imports  between  the  period  of  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  the  appearance 
of  the  collector  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
In  relation  to  the  first,  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
have  been  based  upon  the  law  approved  March  3d, 
1849,  which  provided  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  officers  who  collected  moneys  in  the 
territories  of  Mexico  during  the  war.  The  pro- 
visions of  that  act,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to 
this  case,  have  been  adopted.  And  upon  the  same 
principles  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed 
to  settle  'the  accounts  of  officers  who  collected 
moneys  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  before  the  appearance  of  the  collector  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States — a  period  to  which 
the  law  of  1849  does  not  refer. 

This  bill  had  also  to  provide  for  some  other 
things  arising  out  of  the  peculiar  state  of  the  case 
in  Ualifornia  during  that  period;  that  is  to  say, 
after  the  treaty  of  peace  ana  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  State  government.  There  was  then 
no  regularly  organized  government,  according  to 
law;  but  there  was  a  provisional  government, 
which  was  put  to  some  necessary  expensein  order 
to  maintain  the  peace  of  society.  The  commit- 
tee, in  considering  the  question,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  proper  to  recognize  this  as  a 
government  de  facto;  that,  as  self-preservation  is 
the  first  law  of  nature  in  reference  to  individuals, 
so  also  every  society  had  a  right,  higher  than  all 
others,  to  protect  itself  against  anarchy,  and  to 
establish  some  government — a  government  de 
facto,  if  such  an  institution  should  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  They  were  also  of  opinion 
that,  so  far  as  the  transactions  of  this  govern- 
ment tie  /ocfo  were  necessary  in  order  to  preserve 
the  peace  and  order  of  society,  the  validity  of  its 
transactions  should  be  reco^ized  and  its  expenses 
paid.  Beyond  that — that  is,  beyond  the  strict  ne- 
cessity of  the  case — it  is  obvious  that  they  could 
not  bind  either  the  State  of  California  or  the  Uni- 
ted States. '  The  bill  accordingly  provides  that 
these  expenses  shall  be  paid  upon  such  vouchers 
and  upon  such  a  statement  of  the  case  as  shall 
seem  to  be  satisfactory  in  the  discretion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  We  were  obliged 
to  leave  a  large  discretion  to  the  President,  in  order 
to  have  these  accounts  settled. 

The  bill  also  provides  that  the  relief  which  was 
given  by  the  commanding  general  to  the  overland 
emigrants,  amounting  to  some  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  which  General  Smith  caused  to 
be  furnished  them  in  order  to  save  them  from  star- 
vation, should  be  paid.  All  of  these  expenses  will 
be  covered  by,  and,  indeed,  have  probably  been 
paid  out  of  the  civil  fund,  as  it  is  called. 

There*  was,  also,  another  question — indeed  I 
may  say  there  were  two  questions—of  grave  im- 
portance, which  arose  out  of  the  character  of  this 
civil  fund  itself.  The  civil  fund  was  the  money 
collected  from  duties  between  the  time  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  the  appearance  of  the  United 
States  collector  at  San  Francisco.  It  was  collect- 
ed by  order  of  the  government  de  facto.  The  first 
order  was  issued,  1  believe,  by  Governor  Mason. 
This  civil  fund  was  collected,  as  I  said  before,  by 
order  of  the  de  facto  government,  and  not  under 
any  law  of  the  Uni^  States.  The  merchants 
who  paid  the  duties  have  claimed  that  they  ought 
to  be  returned  to  them,  because  they  were  made 
to  pay  them  without  the  authority  of  any  law  of 
the  United  States.  When  the  case  was  examined 
the  committee  came  to  this  conclusion:  That  if  the 
merchants  insisted  upon  the  strict  execution  of  the 
law,  as  there  was  no  law  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  there,  they  would  have  forfeited  the  whole 
amount  of  the  goods  by  introducing  them  there; 
and  that  thererore  it  was  a  boon  and  a  benefit 
offered  to  them  by  the  de  facto  government  when 
they  were  permitted  to  enter  the  goods  upon  the 
same  terms  as  such  goods  might  have  been  en- 
tered elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
therefore  could  not  claim  them  in  equity  or  in  strict 
law. 

The  State  of  California  took  another  view  of  the 
question.  They  seemed  to  think  that  the  govern- 
ment of  California  was  entitled  to  this  civil  fund, 
because  these  moneys  were  collected  without  the 
authority  of  United  States  law.  The  tax  wns 
paid  by  the  consumer,  because  the  merchants 
made  it  out  of  them  by  the  increased  price  of  the 
goods.  •  The  committee  did  not  agree  in  the  view 
of  the  question  taken  by  the  State  of  California. 
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It  seemed  to  them,  recurring  to  the  same  principle 
of  settling  it,  that  if  the  government  ii  jtti»  had 
pursued  strict  law,  rather  than  have  aeteU  aeoord* 
ing  to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  an4  the  exiaiitf 
state  of  things,  as  there  was  no  law  making  any 
of  the  ports  of  California  ports  of  entry,  tbegoo£ 
could  not  have  been  brought  in  at  all.    Bui  tlte 
Governor  de  facto  relaxed  die  laws  of  the  United 
States  so  far  as.  they  forbade  goods  to  be  eotenrf 
in  California,  there  being  no  port  of  entry  there. 
This  relaxation  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  peop^ 
of  California — indispensable,  indeed,  to  tfaeir  tery 
existence — and  it  was  efiected  in  such  a  manner  u 
to  make  their  action  sympathize  with  the  federal 
system,  so  as  to  place  them  precisely  in  the  samt 
condition  in  relation  to  duties,  that  the  peopte  of 
the  United  States  were  placed  in  elsewhere,  k 
other  words,  the  duties  were  imposed  by  ihegOT- 
ernment  de  facto  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  peo- 
ple of  California,  and  to  meet  them  in  such  mta- 
ner  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  federal  systea 
to  which  those  people  belonged.    But  in  conaider 
ation  of  the  fact  that  Caliibmia  had  no  outfit  u 
the  way  of  public  buildings,  such  as  are  usually 
furnished  to  theTerritories  before  the)' areadmitted 
into  the  Union  as  States,  the  committee  reported t 
provision  to  pay  the  State  of  California  1300,000, 
a  sum  which  tne  civil  fund  will  more  than  cover 
by  way  of  outfit.    To  this,  the  Senator  from  Cei 
ifomia  [Mr.  Gwik]  objected.    I  believe  be  wauk 
now  object  to  it  but  for  the'fact  that  it  isnecenary 
to  adopt  the  otlier  provisions  of  the  bill,  in  oider 
to  get  these  accounts  settled.    He  has,  howerer, 
agreed  to  withdraw  his  objections  to  this  biU.aui 
I  believe  there  is  now  a  general  concurrence  on  tbt 
part  of  the  committee  in  the  wish  that  the  fail! 
should  be  passed  through  as  soon  as  possible,  is 
order  that  these  accounts  may  be  settled,  and  ihb 
troublesome  subject  may  be  put  in  the  way  of  &d 
justment. 

The  substitute,  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  not  going  to  detain  iIk 
Senate.  I  only  wish  to  say,  that  on  some  futorr 
occasion  I  shall  combat  the  reason  given  by  tbf 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as  ^ 
organ  of  the  Finance  Committee,  for  witholdini 
the  whole  of  this  civil  fund  from  tJie  Slate  of  Csl^ 
ifomia.  I  want  this  bill  to  pass;  it  i«  pcoperthat 
the  accounts  of  the  ofllcers  who  collected  this  moner 
should  be  settled;  and  I  therefore  waive  my  objec 
tions  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill  for  ihe  present 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  first  blank- 
that  in  the  fourth  section — was  filled  with  the  son 
of  ^86,600;  so  that  the  section  would  rend,  '^that, 

*  in  the  settlements  of  the  accounts  aforesaid,  tbe&<' 

*  counting  officers  of  die  Treasury  be  and  they  are 

*  hereby  au  thorized  and  required  to  c  redit  the  proper 

*  officers  with  any  sura  or  sums  of  money  pai^ 

*  or  advanced  by  them  for  defraying  the  expensef 

*  of  the  convention  of  California,  called  to  form  i 
'State  constitution,  provided  that  the  same  ihiB 
«  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $86,600." 

On  the  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  blank  ic 
the  fif\h  section  was  filled  with  $10,000;  so  tlu| 
that  sum  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  payment o: 
the  defence  of  any  suits  which  mayoe  broo^fc 
to  recover  the  revenues  collected  at  &ia  Franci»' 
between  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  tr«ty 
of  peace  and  the  arrival  of  the  collector  of  ^ 
United  States. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whoie. 
as  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  would  like  to  make  an  inqujv 
or  two  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance in  regard  to  this  bill.  If  I  read  the  foarii 
section  aright,  it  provides  that  the  expenses  ofwe 
convention  for  framing  the  constitution  of  Caliwf- 
nia,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  in  some  form 
The  fifth  section  suggests,  at  all  evenu,  that  suiu 
are  pending,  or  may  be  brought,  to  recover  iw 
duties  which  have  been  paid  into  the  T''"*"^qlk. 
are  known  by  the  name  of  the  civil  fund.  The 
sixth  section  provides  that  out  of  this  civil  fund 
there  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  State  of  Califoma 
the  sum  of  $300,000.  I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finanoe,  vhethw 
it  is  in  contemplation  not  merely  to  nay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  convention  which  framed  the  codi«- 
tution  of  California,  but  also  to  J^T^y^  ^ 
Treasury  to  that  State  the  sura  of  $300,000;  sw 
et  leave  the  Treasury  exposed  to  suits  which  ml 
e  brought  by  individuals  to  recover  this  idenuca. 
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fund  from  the  GrOTemment,  for  their  private  use  ? 
If  that  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  bill,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  deserves  some  further  consideration  than  it 
has  yet  received. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  Thedesi^  of  the  bill  wastQ 
pay  to  California  $300,000,  which  would,  of  course, 
corne  out  of  this  civil  fund  which  was  raised. 
There  was  some  division  of  opinion  in  relation  to 
that)  but  on  two  occasioiv  the  conunittee  agreed 
to  report  that  sum.  The  State  of  California 
claimed  the  whole  of  the  civil  fund,  which  amounts 
to  nearly  $1 ,300,000.  The  committee  did  not  agree 
to  give'  the  State  of  California  the  whole,  but 
a§7«ed  to  give  her  $300,000  in  lieu  of  the  outfit 
which  is  usually  given  to  the  Territories  before  they 
are  received  as  States.  Public  buildings  are  gen- 
erally erected,  and  other  thin«i  ore  done,  which 
mav  be  called  an  outfit  In  lieu  of  that  outfit, 
and  as  California  thought  she  had  a  right  to  this 
very  large  amount,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
supposed  it  was  fair  and  rignt  to  give  her  these 
$300,000. 

In  relation  to  the  other  remark  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  I  would  say»  there  are  suits  which 
have  been  threatened,  and  I  think  some  are  pend- 
ing; but  the  committee  did  not  suppose  there  was 
much  danger  that  judgment  would  go  a^inst  the 
Ufiiie^  States  in  these  suits.  But  if  judgment 
should  go  against  the  United  States,  of  course  the 
money  would  have  to  be  refunded. 

Mr.  ITADGER.  I  desire  to  ask  a  little  further 
explanation  on  this  subject  from  my  friend  from 
Virginia.  I  understand  from  the  Senator  that  the 
Skate  of  California  claimed  the  sum  of  $1,300,000. 
Mr.  HUNTER.  Nearly  that. 
Mr.  BADGER.  That  is  the  sum  in  round 
numbers.  The  claim  i» either  well  founded  or  ill 
founded.  But  I  understand  that  the  committee 
neither  reject  the  claim,  nor  do  they  allow  the  claim; 
but  they  say  they  will  give  the  State  of  California 
the  sum  of  $300,000.  What  I  want  to  know  is  this: 
have  the  committee  ascertained  that  the  $.300,000, 
which  they  propose  allowing  to  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia, is  really  due  to  that  State;  and  that  the  residue 
of  the  amount  claimed  is  not  due  to  her  ?  Or  have 
the  committee  had  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
what  particular  or  precise  sum  is  due  to  her,  ana 
have  assumed  $^00,000  as  an  approximation  ?  Or 
is  the  $900,000  proposed  to  be  given  merely  be- 
cause she  claims  $1,300,000?  If  that  is  the  ground 
for  granting  this  amount,  then  it  would  be  a  very 
convenient  thing  for  my  State  to  bring  forward  a 
very  lai^e  claim. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  I  thought  I  had  stated  before 
that  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  State 
of  California  was  not  entitled  to  this  fund. 
Mr.  BADGER.  Any  part  of  it  ? 
Mr.  HUNl'ER.  Not  to  any  part  of  it.  This 
$300,000  was  proposed  to  be  given  by  a  majority 
of  the  committee  as  a  gratuity.  Doubtless  they 
were  disposed  to  be  more  liberal  in  measuring  the 
CTatuity  from  the  fact  that  the  State  of  California 
ohi  think  it  was  wrong  to  withhold  from  her  the 
civil  fund.  She  claimed  the  whole  amount.  But 
the  committee  put  the  appropriation  upon  the 
ground  that  the  United  States  has  usually  given 
some  outfit  to  the  Territories  before  they  have  been 
brought  in  as  States,  and  that  it  was  much  dearer 
to  put  up  public  buildings  in  California  than  else- 
where; and  I  think  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
who  fixed  the  amount  at  $300,000,  thought  they 
ought  to  provide  something  in  the  proportion  of 
four  to  one.  I  think  some  estimate  at  least  was 
made  in  relation  to  that  matter.  It  is  due  to  my- 
self, perhaps,  to  say  that,  in  relation  to  that  pro- 
vision, I  did  not  think  c3alifornia  was  entitled  to 
it.  But  the  committee  have  twice  so  decided,  and 
I  have  acquiesced.    I  have  given  up  as  to  that 

Joint;  and  the  Senator  from  California  has  with- 
ravn  his  objections  in  order  to  enable  this  bill  to 
pass;  though  he  thinks  his  State  is  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  the  civil  fund.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  better  that  this  bill 
should  pass  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  do  not  understand  my  friend, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as 
answering  the  question  I  put  to  him  in  regard  to 
a  portion  of  the  fourth  section.  The  fourth  sec- 
tion, if  I  understand  it,  provides  for  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  constitution  of  California;  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  other  expenses  incurred  by  that  State  pre- 
paratory to  its  aamission  into  the  Union.  If  there 
are  any  other  expenses  which  this  sum  of  $300,000 


is  to  pay  for,  and  if  that  is  a  proper  sum  to  meet 
those  expenses,  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  men 
in  the  world  to  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  There  is  another  provision 
in  the  bill,  that  the  expenses  of  the  government 
dt  facto  f  between  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  the  establishment  of  the  State 
constitution,  should  be  paid.  The  expenses  of 
the  State  convention  were  paid  by  General  Riley 
out  of  this  civil  fund.  The  money  has  already 
been  paid ;  and  I  believe  it  was  paid  (although  1 
do  not  speak  with  certainty  of  that  fact)  under 
the  order  of  the  Elxecutive.  But,  in  addition  to 
the  expenses  of  the  convention,  there  was  a  gov- 
ernment dt  facto;  there  was  a  judiciary,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  order  of  society ;  and*,  as  I 
said  before,  the  question  in  regard  to  the  expenses 
of  the  government  de  facto  was  a  difficult  one.  But 
it  seemed  to  us,  that  the  only  way  of  solving  the 
difficulty  was  to  recognize  the  existence  of  the 
government  dtfiictOy  and  to  pay  all  its  expenses, 
so  far  as  they  were  confined  to  the  object  of  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  and  order  of  society  in 
California.  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that,  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  which  arose  out  of  the  an- 
omalous state  of  things  wliich  certainly  existed 
in  California,  that  assumption  of  the  principle  is 
the  only  supposition  which  would  enable  us  to 
solve  the  difficulty  satisfactorily.  It  may  require 
us  to  pay  more  money  than  we  should  have  had 
to  pay  if  there  had  been  a  regular  government 
there. 

The  committee  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  with 
this  subject,  from  the  fact  that  there  was  no  means 
of  ascertaining  with  precise  accuracy  what  was 
due,  or  what  ought  to  have  been  paid.  They  liave 
therefore  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  tlie  President, 
in  the  settlement  of  these  accounts,  to  admit  such 
vouchers  as  are  proper,  and  such  charges  as  he 
might  tliink  come  witiiin  the  l^itimate  sphere  of 
the  government  dt  facto.  But  these  expenses  are 
provided  for  in  a  difierent  section  of  the  bUl.  This 
sum  of  $300,000  covers  nothing  of  that.  It  is,  as 
I  said  before,  a  gratuity — an  outfit,  as  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  called  it — to  the  State  of  California. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill;  but  i  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  California  to  one  point.  I  under- 
stood from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia that  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  was  a  sort 
of  com  promise  between  tne  United  States  and  the 
State  of  California  of  certain  matters  in  dispute. 
I  understand  from  him  that  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia is  willing  to  withdraw  his  objections,  as  the 
representative  of  CaUfomia,  for  the  present;  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance,  representing  the 
United  States  as  the  other  party,  are  willing  to 
allow  $300,000  to  California.  Well,  if  it  be  a 
compromise — ^if  the  United  Slates  are  to  make  a 
positive  gmnt  of  $300,000  to  California— I  think  it 
would  be  but  fair  for  the  Senator  from  California, 
on  the  part  of  that  State,  to  withdraw  all  further 
claim,  and  let  the  compromise  be  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  account. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  was  opposed  to  the  last  section 
of  the  bill,  because  it  did  not  give  us  the  whole  of 
the  civil  fund,  and  I  intended  to  contest  its  passage 
before  the  Senate.  But  I  have  given  up  my  in- 
tention to  do  so,  to  have  these  accounts  settled. 
I  give  notice  to  the  Senate,  however,  that  I  intend 
hereafter  to  urge  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  this 
civil  fund  to  California.  But  the  other  provisions 
of  this  bill  are  highly  important.  These  accounts 
are  unsettled.  Here  is  the  sum  of  over  $1,200,000 
of  this  civil  fond  unaccounted  for.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  this  bill  should  pass  in  order  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  officers  who  collected  it; 
and  I  am  told  that  some  of  the  money  is  perhaps 
in  jeopardy.  I  want  these  accounts  to  be  settled; 
and  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  I  have  withdrawn 
my  opposition  to  the  bill.  I  was  the  only  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  who  was  opposed  to 
reporting  it  in  its  present  form;  and  I  have  with- 
drawn my  opposition  for  the  present  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  these  accounts  settled.  The  other 
question  is  before  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  will  be  brought  up  hereafter;  and  I  give  notice 
that  I  will  contend  for  the  whole  of  this  civil  fund 
as  belonging  in  ri^ht  and  justice  to  California,  and 
will  not  eive  up  the  contest  until  we  get  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  When  a  proposition  was 
formerly  before  the  Senate,  grantmg  or  conceding 
the  amount  oT  $300,000  to  the  State  of  California, 
I  and  a  good  many  others  were  opposed  to  it;  but 


as  I  think  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  very  import- 
ant, not  only  to  the  Government,  but  to  the  officers 
whose  accounts  are  to  be  settled,  I  am  willing  to 
make  this  concession  of  $300,000.  But  I  must 
say,  that  if  the  grant  of  $300,000  was  before  the 
Senate  as  a  separate  proposition,  I  should  vote 
against  it.  I  shall ,  therefore,  hold  myself  in  readi- 
ness to  make  what  opposition  I  can  to  the  propo- 
sition which  the  Senator  from  California  has  given 
notice  he  shall  insist  upon  hereafter.  I  think  it 
will  be  well  for  others,  who  take  the  same  view  of 
the  subject,  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  claim  when 
it  comes  up;  and  I  will  give  my  vote  now,  as  the 
Senator  from  California  does,  under  protest,  with 
regard  to  these  $300,000. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  li  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

It 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with 
the  law  of  the  11th  of  August,  1848,  Uie  copy  of 
a  dispatch  from  the  Commissioner,  ad  inUnm^  of 
the  United  States  at  Canton,  together  with  the 
copy  of  certain  rules  and  regulations  for  masters, 
officers,  and  seamen  of  vessds  of  the  United  States 
at  the  free  ports  of  China,  which  accompanied 
said  dispatch,  and  which  are  submitted  for  the  re-> 
vision  of  Congress;  which  were  read,  andordercKl 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

ASSIGNABILITT  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

A  message,  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
\vas  received  by  Mr.  Fornet,  its  Clerk,  annouu- 
cuig  that  it  insists  on  its  amendment  to  the  bill  to 
maxe  land  warrants  assignable,  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  and  asking  a  conference  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  stating  that 
It  had  appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  its  part, 
viz:  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Jones,  Mr.  Qeorgk  Briogs, 
and  Mr.  William  H.  Bis  sell. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  insbted  on  by  that  House,  and  it 
was 

Retohedj  That  tt^e  Senate  insist  on  Its  dtsagreemeDtto  the 
said  ainenanient  and  aj^ee  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
House  of  ReprescntatiTes  on  the  dissgreeuig  votes  of  the 
two  HoBses. 

Ordered,  Ttist  the  commiUce  of  conference,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  consist  pf  three  members,  to  lie  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

And  Mr.  Shields,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  FsLCHf 
were  appointed  accordingly. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  memorial  of  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  pray- 
ing that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Collins *8 
line  of  steam -ships;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  StJMNER  present^  the  memorial  of  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  others,  of  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  that  further  aid  mav  be  extended 
to  Collins  s  line  of  steam-ships;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  memorial  of  ship-own- 
ers, merchants,  and  others,  of  New  York,  praying 
that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Collins 's  line 
of  steam-ships;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs.  ' 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Alexander  J.  Atocha, 
praying  satisfaction  for  damages  in  consequence 
of  having  been  expelled  from  Mexico,  and  his 
claim  having  been  improperly  rejected  by  the  late 
Board  of  Commissioners;  which  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JONEiS,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  citizens  ef  Iowa,  held  at  Israel 
Trumbo's,  in  Bremer  county,  recommending  the 
establishment  of  a  land  omce  at  Cedar  Falls; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Roads. 

Also,  the  proceeding;8  of  a  raiht>ad  meeting  held 
fit  Cluasqueton,  Iowa,  in  favor  of  the  construction 
of  the  Dubuque  and  North  Red  River  Railroad; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories.   

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  thfe  memorial  of 
John  Duff,  for  himself  and  hHJite  partner,  Joseph 
Gronder,jr.,  prayingohat  a  m$>  brought  against 
him  by  the  United  States  fbr  'an  alleged  violation 
of  a  contract  to  furnish  stone  for  the  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn,  may  be  discontinued;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
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Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  bounty  land  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Hugh  N.  Page  and  others, 
officers  ill  the  Navy,  praying  additional  pay  for" 
the  time  they  served  in  California;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  ship-masters,  pilots,  and 
others,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  construction 
of  piers  and  harbors  in  the  Delaware  river  and  bay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Brid^eton, 
New  Jersey,  praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on 
iron  and  glass;  whi(£  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Essex  county, 
New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against  the  further 
extension  of  Woodworth  's  patent  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  N*w  Jersey,  re- 
monstrating against  the  renewal  of  Parker's  pat- 
ent for  improvements  in  the  water-wheel;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot 
or  navy  yard  and  dry  dock  on  the  Lakes;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  resolutions  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  measures  to  obtain  from 
the  British  Grovernment  the  release  of  William 
Smith  O'Brien, and  certain  other  natives  of  Ire- 
land, now  suffering  imprisonment  in  Van  Die- 
mea*s  Land;  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  S.  that  they  be  printed,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Uermantown, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modification  of  the  bounty 
land  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  remonstrating  against 
tlie  further  extension  of  Woodworth  *s  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Gordon,  praying  compensation  for  services  as 
draughtsman  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
whicn  was  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and 
Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
others,  of  Boston,  praying  that  further  aid  may 
be  extended  to  Collins^  line  of  steamships;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  petition  of  P.  K. 
Dickinson  &  Co.,  praying  that  Woodworth 's 
patent  for  a  planing  macnine  may  not  be  renewed; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
fl.  Marsh,  only  child  of  Samuel  Marsh,  deceased, 
late  a  soldier  during  the  Mexican  war,  praying  an 
increase  of  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  praying  certain  amendments  to  the  city 
charter  by  the  removal  of  certain  restrictions  on 
the  right  of  suffrage;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  the  petition  of  Jonah 
Brooks,  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census  in  Vermont,  praying  additional  compen- 
sation; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  pensions 
may  be  granted  to  widows  or  children  or  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  who  have 
never  received  pensions;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  residents  on  the  Menominee  purchase, 
praying  the  removal  of  the  Indians  therefrom; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs.. 

PAPER  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  raemorial  of  Maria  Taylor,  on  thefilei 


p 


of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

REPORT  FROM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Mrs.  Ann  Robinson,  asking  payment  for 
certain  negroes  carried  away  by  the  British  in  the 
war  of  1812,  reported  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

MEXICAN  INDEMNITIES. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Don  Jos^  Maria  Jarero,  a  citizen  of 
Mexico,  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  that  memorial,  which  claims  com- 
nensation  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  under  the 
Mexican  treaty,  and  to  ask  the  reference  of  these 
papei-s  to  the  select  committee  recently  appointed 
by  the  Senate  to  take  charge  of  all  matters  relating 
to  this  subject. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  have  a  minority  report 
on  that  subject  which  1  wish  to  present.  The 
majority  of  the  committee  have  reported  a  resolu- 
tion to  refer  this  case  to  the  select  committee  upon 
this  subject.  I  have  a  minority  report  to  present, 
concluding  with  a  joint  resolution.  I  do  not  know 
what  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Senate  in  such 
cases, but  I  design,  when  the  majority  report  comes 
up  for  consideration,  to  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  **  resolved,"  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
minority  report,  and  insert  the  resolution  accom- 
panying the  report  which  1  offer.  I  move  the 
printing  of  both  reports. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  now  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt]  is  to  place 
the  subject  beyond  the  power  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  make  any  amendment  whatever. 
The  motion  is  merely  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  memorial, 
and  to  refer  it  to  the  select  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  when  it  is  thus  referred  it  goes  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Senate.  There  would ,  therefore, 
be  nothing  before  the  Senate  to  which  the  minor- 
ity report  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  could 
refer.  

Mr.  PRATT.  When  the  select  committee  shall 
report,  if  the  motion  which  I  have  made  should 
prevail,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  ofler  a  substitute  in  the  shape  of 
the  report  he  now  holds  in  his  hand.  I  would 
suggest  to  that  Senator,  that  if  the  papers  are  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee,  the  whole  subject 
will  come  under  the  consideration  of  that  commit- 
tee; and  the  majority  of  the  Comtnittee  of  Claims 
have  thought  it  better  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  un trammeled,  than  that  the 
question  should  be  prematurely  discussed  here. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee entertained  the  opinion  that  this  claim 
should  be  paid;  in  other  words,  that  the  balance  of 
Che  ^,250,000  of  the  Mexican  indemnity  fund 
should  be  paid  to  the  Mexican  Government,  or 
upon  the  order  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  any 
person  that  Government  might  choose  to  authorize 
to  receive  it.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  this 
case  should  not  go  with  the  others  to  the  select 
committee;  and  for  that  reason  I  trust  the  matter 
will  go  over,  and  that  the  minority  report  will  be 
considered .  I  suppose  that  is  the  preper  course 
to  pursue  in  such  a  case. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  hope  the  motion  of  my  friend 
from  Maryland  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  will  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  memorial.  Whether  the 
claim  is  referred  to  the  select  committee  or  not, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  not  a  subject  of  so  much  mo- 
ment. The  case  is  a  very  simple  one;  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  some  surprise  to  me  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  should  doubt  the  con- 
struction to  be  put  upon  this  treaty.  This  memo- 
rialist claims  the  right  to  some  forty  odd  thousand 
dollars,  which  is  the  residue  of  tlie  ^,250,000, 
after  the  payment  of  all  the  claims  under  the  com- 
mission  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  with 
Mexico.  There  is  this  balance  remaining  to  the 
United  States,  which  the  Gk>vernment  stipulated 
to  pay  on  a  certain  class  of  claims.  General  Ja- 
rero claims  this  balance  on  the  ground  that  the 
Mexican  Government  have  g^iven  an  order  for  its 
payment  through  their  minister— claiming  thus 
that  this  balance  belongs  to  the  Mexican  Grovern- 
ment. I  have  looked  into  this  question  attentively, 
and  I  cannot  find  the  least  shadow  of  a  ground  on 


which  Mexico  can  claim  that  fund.    I  do  not  in- 
tend to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  (^estion 
now;  but  I  must  say  that  the  matter  app«artio  me 
to  be  so  pUin  that  **  He  who  runs  may  read;'* 
and  in  that  treaty  there  \»  no  stipulation  which 
would  entitle  Mexico  to  the  balance  of  that  Aind 
after  we  have  discharged  the  claims  which  ve  are 
forced  under  the  treaty  to  nay.    It  is  upon  this 
ground,  and  on  this  grounci  alone— that  the  partv 
has  no  claim  founded  upon  the  riffhta  of  the  Mex* 
ican  Government  to  this  fund — that  the  Commit- 
tee ask  to  be  discharged.    The  ground  of  propo- 
sing the  reference  to  this  select  comniittee,  ii 
simply  that  we  know  that  memorials  of  this  char- 
acter have  been  so  referred;  and  we  think  it  right 
and  proper,  as  this  claim  was  rejected  by  the  com- 
mission on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  an  Ameri- 
can claim,  that  it  should  go  before  that  commiuee. 
It  seems  to  me  inscrutable,  if  this  was  originally  a 
claim  of  an  American  citizen,  that  because  a  Mex- 
ican was  the  holder  of  it  the  commiasion  shoaU 
have  rejected  it.     I  cannot  conceive  on  what  prin- 
ciple they  could  arrive  at  such  a  result.    At  ill 
events,  I  think  the  matter  is  worthy  of  a  reference 
to  the  select  committee.    What  may  be  the  reiah 
of  their  investigation  is  another  question. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  understand  there  is  bot 
one  memorial.'  I  only  make  a  report  with  re^ 
to  one.  1  will  not  now  undertake  to  disease  the 
ouestion.  It  is  a  question  of  the  constructioB  of 
tne  treaty.  I  have  discussed  it  in  the  miRority 
report,  which  I  have  submitted  to  the  Senate. 
The  only  question  is,  what  is  the  proper  coam 
to  pursue  to  dispose  of  this  minority  report,  and 
what  is  the  proper  way  to  bring  the  subject  to  th« 
attention  of  the  Senate.  I  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  this  treaty. 
The  question  has  been  presented  by  the  memoria- 
list. It  is  a  question  or  construction,  and  of  coa- 
struction  alone,  and  therefore  I  think  it  shoold  n( 
go  to  the  select  committee.  If  the  construction  is 
as  I  contend,  then  the  memorialist  will  rcceife 
the  money.  If  the  construction  should  be  as  con- 
tended for  by  the  Senators  from  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  then  I  agree  that  the  memorial  shoaU 
go  to  the  select  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU  state  thu 
there  is  no  report  from  the  conhnittee.  They 
simply  ask  to  be  di8chai]ged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memoruJ,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  select  committee.  The  report  of  a  minority 
of  a  committee  cannot  be  received  without  tlw 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  ouestion 
is  now  whether  the  Senate  will  discbaree  tne  com- 
mittee from  the  further  consideration  of  themeno- 
rial,  and  refer  it  to  the  select  committee  on  Mexi- 
can Claims. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope,  then,  the  committee 
will  not  be  dischcurged,  or  that  the  unaninKma  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  will  be  given  for  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  this  minority  report.  All  I  ask  is  that  the 
Senate  will  examine  the  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  majority  it- 
port. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  majority  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  a  reference  to  the  select  committee.  I 
ask  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  laid  OD  the 
table,  and  that  the  report  may  be  printed. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Why.>  I  shall  certainly  ob- 
ject  to  the  report  being  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  What  report?  Theeosi- 
mittee  simply  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  to  hare 
the  memorial  referred  to  another  committee,  as  the 
Chair  has  already  stated. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Why  should  they  not  be  dis- 
charged ? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  If  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  aright,  he  asks  tiMj 
the  report  which  he  has  submitted  be  received  and 
printed,  whether  there  be  any  majority  rep?*^* 
not.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  »« 
paper  which  is  submitted  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  may  not  be  received  vm 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  be 
printed  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.    Most  certainly. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Very  weU;  I  hearnoobjee- 
tion. 

Mr.  BADGER.    I  object. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  objects.  Then  the  question  »«°3..*? 
adopting  the  motion  made  by  the  committee,  wnp 
is  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considaauoa 
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of  the  memorial,  and  its  reference  to  the  select 
committee. 

Mr,  BADGER.    Certainly. 
IVlr.  HAMLIN.    I  understand  that  the  Senator' 
from   Pennsylvania  has  submitted  at  length, 'in 
'vritlne:,  bis  reasons  why  that  committee  ought  not 
to  be  discharged. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Very  well.  We  will  hear 
them  now,  if  he  will  offer  them. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  think  we  could  appropriate 
the  time  of  the  Senate  to  better  purpose,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  to  let  the  report  be  printed,  and 
the  matter  remain  for  the  present  where  it  now  is 
until  it  is  printed,  and  then  we  can  judge  whether 
we  will  discharge  the  committee  ur  not.  If  the 
cocnmittee  is  discharged,  we  shall  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  matter  which  is  proposed  to  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  can  present  in  his 
iinliTidual  capacity  as  a  Senator  anything  which 
will  throw  light  upon  tlus  subject,  or  give  any  in- 
Ibmuttion  to  this  body;  but  that  he  cannot  present 
•uch  a  paper  now  as  a  minority  report. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  state  some  reasons  why 
the  minority  report  should  not  be  received.  In 
the  first  place,  tnis  is  a  case  of  the  first  impression 
of  the  Senate.  The  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
ject has  been  referred  direct  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  move  that.the^  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  oi  the  memorial,  not  upon 
the  ground  that  the  claim  is  not  meritorious,  not 
upon  the  ground  that  they  have  considered  and 
decided  the  case — it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  an  ad- 
vei-se  report — but  simply  that  it  may  be  referred  to 
another  committee,  which  they  thmk  is  more  ap- 
propriate to  take  char^  of  the  subject 

Mr.  PRATT.  Which  the  Senate  has  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  this  whole  subject. 

Mr.  BADKj^ER.  I  understand  it.  Now  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  brings  in  what  he  calls  a 
otnority  report,  and  upon  what?  Upon  the 
merits  of  this  claim;  undertaking  to  show  in  this 
minority  report  that  the  claim  is  a  valid  one,  and 
oufht  to  be  paid.  Now,  that  is  not  the  question 
before  the  Senate,  and  I  do  not  want  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  preoccupy  that  question  by 
presenting  a  report  here  which  he  calls  a  minor- 
ity repent,  while  at  the  same  time  we  are  sending 
the  subject  to  a  committee  which  we  wish  to  be 
entirely  untrammeled  by  any  previous  action. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  One  word,  if  the  Senator 
pi^Boes.  I  undertake  to  show  that  the  reasons 
which  are  introduced  in  the  minority  report  are 
reasons  which  go  to  show  that  the  memorial 
shottM  not  be  referred  to  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Whatever  they  mav  be,  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  pre- 
sents what  he  calls  a  minority  report,  there  being 
no  majority  report  in  which  the  merits  of  this  claim 
are  investigated.  I  do  not  see  where  we  shall  be 
led,  if  the  senate  adopts  a  system  of  that  kind,  ad- 
mitting one  gentleman  on  a  committee  to  which  a 
particular  question  was  referred  to  bring  in  a  re- 

eort  investigating  the  merits  of  the  whole  case  and 
ave  it  printed.    I  cannot  conceive  why  any  peti- 
tion, memorial,  or  claim,  which  grows  out  of  the 
Mexican  treaty,  or  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
Mexican  Board,  should  not  be  referred  to  the  se- 
lect committee  of  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Soulk]  is  the  chairman.    I 
think  the  whole  subject  is  one  that  properly  comes 
under  the  conaideratiin  of  that  committee;  and  if 
there  be  any  reason  why  relief  should  be  given  to 
Uiis  claimant,  although  that  reason  does  not  extend 
to  any  other,  that  committee  is  perfectly  competent 
to  make  a  report  in  favor  of  this  claimai;^,  although 
it  reports  agiinst  all  others.    It  is  as  competent 
for  tnat  committee  to  investigate  the  construction 
of  the  treaty  as  it  is  for  any  other  committee  to  do 
H.    And  why  not?    They  are  to  determine  and 
present  to  the  Senat^what  they  think  oug^t  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  claims 
which  are  alleged  to  exist  m  consequence  of  what 
are  considered  the  wrone  or  mistaken  decisions  of 
that  Board .    Now,  whether  these  wrong  decisions 
relate  to  the  construction  of  the  treaty  or  anything 
else,  the  whole  matter  will  be  before  the  committee. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  with  the  slightest  disrespect  or 
unwillingness,  to  accommodate  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  I  must  interpose  an  objection 
to  having  the  paper  presented  and  printed.    I  am 
totally  unable  to  understand  why  the  memorial 
should  not  go  to  the  select  committee  which  the 


Senate  have  raised  expressly  to  take  charge  of  this 
subject.        

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  consider  that  it  is  at 
all  necessary  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  the 
question  which  >viil  be  presented  whenever  a  re- 
port shall  be  made;  but  I  wish  to  say  a  single 
word,  that  the  Senate  mav  understand  ineposiuon 
assumed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  late  commission  omitted  to  expend  or 
a>propriaie  some  $42,000  of  the  $3,250,000  whihh 
were  originally  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  liabilities  of  this  Government,  under 
the  treaty  with  the  Mexican  Government.  The 
Mexican  Government  now  claim  this  $42,000  which 
are  unappropriated,  as  belonging  to  that  Gov- 
ernment under  the  treaty,  and  they  have  given  an 
order  to  the  petitioner  in  this  case,  directing  the 
payment  of  that  $42,000  to  be  made  to  him.  Now, 
1  suppose  that  the  select  committee  which  has 
been  raised  would  necessarily  have  under  its  con- 
sideration, for  its  decision,  that  very  question, 
under  the-  treaty,  which  is  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico.  It  will  be  one  of  the  first  pre- 
liminary questions  to  be  settled  by  this  select  com- 
mittee, with  reference  to  the  residue  of  this  fund 
claimed  by  Mexico,  and  to  which  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  believe  that  Mexico  has 
no  just  right.  The  claim  which  General  Jarero 
sets  up  to  this  money  in  the  memorial  he  presents, 
is  on  account  of  the  order  he  has  received  from 
the  Mexican  Government  that  the  money  shall  be 
paid  to  him.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  a 
member  of  the  select  committee,  and  there  can  be 
no  difficulty  in  bringing  his  peculiar  views  before 
that  committee  wiUi  reference  to  the  rights  of 
Mexico.  If  the  select  committee  are  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  Committee  of  Claims,  he  can  pre- 
sent his  report  there  as  well  as  here.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  whole  subject  will  then  come  up  prop- 
erly in  the  report  of  that  committee,  and  not  till 
then.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  discharge  the  Com- 
nuttee  of  Claims,  and  suffer  the  memorial  to  go  to 
the  select  committee. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  sugrat  to  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  certainly  the  construction 
of  that  treaty  must  come  before  the  select  commit- 
tee. They  cannot  enter  upon  the  performance  of 
their  duties  without  considering  its  construction. 
It  is  essential  to  the  examination  of  the  claims. 
Any  views  which  the  Senator  entertains  can  be 
brought  before  that  committee;  and  if  they  agree 
with  him,  they  will  report  accordingly,  andif  iney 
disagree,  it  will  be  competent  for  him  to  bring  in 
a  minority  report,  in  which  he  can  present  the 
whole  subject.  Or  if  the  Senator  pleases,  he  can, 
at  a  subsequent  day,  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  claimant,  or  adopt  some  course  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  admit  that  this  is  a  sub- 
ject which  can  be  considered  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; but  it  was  referred  to  th^  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  I  think  it  was  properly  so  referred, 
and  that  the  question  should  have  been  considered 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Why,  therefore, 
refer  it  to  the  select  committee?  It  is  a  memoriaJ 
upon  which  a  select  committee  would  not  have 
been  raised .  I  think  the  select  committee  was  raised 
for  an  entirely  different  purpose.  Hence  it  is  that 
I  consider  it  my  duty  to  oppose  this  motion.  It 
is,  however,  quite  immaterial  to  me. 

Mr.  RUSK.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  take  this 
minority  report,  in  the  present  state  of  the  case, 
would  be  to  prejudge  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly  it  would. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  already 
stated  that  there  can  be  no  minority  report  pre- 
sented now. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Then  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  the  least  objection  to  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Mary  land—that  the  Committee 
of  Claims  should  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  this  memorial,  and  that  it  should 
go  to  the  select  committee  on  this  subject.  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  the  slightest  foundation 
for  this  claim,  even  admittting  in  advance  that  the 
commission  have  provided  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  debts  to  which  this  fund  is  properly  liable.  But 
to  act  upon  this  claim  now,  and  to  determine  that 
$40,000  are  due  to  Mexico,  under  the  provision 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  creditors  or  the  Uni- 
ted States,  berore  that  committee  acts  in  any  way, 
would  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  anticipating 
the  action  of  that  committee,  which  would  not  be 
proper.  Besides,  it  may  be  ascertained  that  the 
sum  we  have  to  pay  may  be  a  much  larger  amount 


than  is  claimed,  or  it  may  be  much  less.  As  the 
matter  stands  now,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  this 
balance  should  be  paid  to  Mexico.  But  it  is  clear 
to  me,  that  to  take  any  action  now  in  reference  to 
this  report,  which  might  go  by  implication  to  pre- 
judge the  claim  in  favor  of  Mexico,  would  only 
be  equal  to  precluding  the  select  committee  from 
acting  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  CUims  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  now  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  select  committee  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  these  matters. 

The  modon  was  agreed  to. 

ADVERSE  REPORTS. — DAVID  L.  DAVIS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
adverse  reports  upon  the  President's  table.  The 
first  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
in  the  case  of  David  L.  Davis.  The  report  states 
that  the  petitioner  was  employed  as  an  assistant 
in  a  Government  survey,  under  the  late  survey  of 
Mr.  John  M.  Smith,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
from  the  20th  of  May  to  the  24th  of  July,  1851; 
that,  while  a  party  of  men  were  encampea  on  the 
day  last  named,  a  tree  was  blown  across  the  camp 
by  a  hurricane,  which  killed  two  men  instantly, 
and  seriously  injured  the  petitioner  so  as  to  pre- 
vent his  ability  to  perform  manual  labor. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  be  rejected. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

%  SAMUfeL  SPALDING. 

The  next  report  was  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Spalding. 

The  report  was  read,  from  wnicii  it  appeared 
that  the  petitioner  had  been  upon  the  pension-list 
for  about  seventeen  years,  and  that  he  asked  for 
arrears  of  pension  from  the  date  of  his  discharge 
in  1814,  stating  as  a  reason  for  his  not  applying 
for  a  pension  previous  to  the  year  1834,  that  he 
had  been  informed,  on  what  he  supposed  to  be 
good  authority,  that  he  weuld  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion from  the  date  of  his  discharge.  It  further 
appeared  that  the  petitioner  was  discharged  on 
account  of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
and  not  on  a  surgeon  *s  certificate.  •» 

The  committee  report  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

LOUISIANA  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
on  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  first  regiment 
of  Louisiana  Volunteers,  for  indemnity  for  loss  by 
the  wreck  of  the  ship  Oudiska,  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico. 

The  committee  reported  that  it  was  not  expe- 
dient to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners;  and  the 
report  was  concurred  in. 

ADAM  HAYS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  in  the  case  of  Adam  Hays. 

It  appeared  that  thepetitioner  had  served  during 
the  war  of  1812  as  an  army  surgeon,  and  thatfrom 
exposure  he  had  contracted  a  severe  disease  of  the 
lungs;  that  in  the  year  1838,  he  received  a  pension 
of  |22  50  per  month,  and  he  now  asked  for 
arrearages  of  pension  from  the  year  1815  to  the 
year  1^8,  when  %e  was  discharged. 

The  committee  reported  adversely,  and  the  re- 
port was  concurred  in. 

GEORGE  W.  SEVIER. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  in  the  case 
of  George  W.  Sevier. 

The  report  set  forth  that  the  petitioner  claimed 
compensation  for  hogs  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
in  Texas  by  troops  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  reported  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  claim  was  sustained  by  no  proof  under  any 
principle  which  should  bind  the  Government,  and 
concluded  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was 
unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  cpncurred  in. 

WILLIAM  A.  DUER. 
The  PRESIDENT  announced, as  next  in  order, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
petition  of  William  A.  Duer,  administrator  of 
I  William  Duer. 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEWARD,  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Miller,]  who  introduced  this  bill,  its  further 
consideration  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

THE  PRIVATE  CALENDAll. 
Mr.  PRATT.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
that  we  are  occupying  the  time  of  the  Senate  very 
unnecessarily  in  readmg  over  ail  these  reports  of 
casein,  on  which  the  several  committees  have  re- 
ported adversely.  I  move  that  the  reading  of 
these  reports  be  dispensed  with,  where  therfc  are 
no  minority  reports,  and  that  they  all  be  concurred 

in  at  once. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Itis  indispensable  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  committees  should  be  read,  in 
order  that  the  Senate  may  know  what  has  been 
done  in  each  case. 

Mr.  PRATT.  AH  these  are  unfavorable  reports, 
and  I  move  that  they  may  all  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  in  order  that  we  may  proceed  to  the  Calen- 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  not-^  we  will  soon  get 
through  these  reports. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
for  the  Chair  to  determine  which  case  is  reported 
upon  favorably,  or  which  unfavorably,  until  the 
report  be  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  is  no  adverse  report  on 
the  Calendar,  and  every  private  claim  on  tne  Cal- 
endar is  a  case  in  which  a  bill  has  been  reported 
for  the  action  of  the  Senate.  If  these  reports  could 
be  all  disposed  of  at  once,  we  could  |:et  along  very 
well,  and  I  think  my  friend  from  Maryland  is  right 
in  this  respect.  The  bills  we  pass  We  to  go  to 
the  House  and  be  acted  upon,  whereas  these  re- 
ports present  no  subject  for  action  beyond  the 
mere  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the  recommend- 
ation of  their  committees.  1  think  it  would  be 
beUer  to  go  to  the  Calendar  and  take  up  the  bills. 

The  PRESIDENT.  A  number  of  these  re- 
ports are  favorable,  and  a  number  of  them  are 
unfavorable.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  these  reports  to 
take  up  the  Calendar,  all  very  well.  The  Chair 
can  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  move  that  these  reports  be  passed 
over,  and  that  the  Senate  take  up  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Some  of  these  cases  which  have 
been  unfavorably  reported  upon  I  desire  to  test 
before  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  Calendar,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

JOHN  F.  QALLAN. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  F.  Callan,  administrator  of  Daniel 
Renner,  deceased. 

The  bjll  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  cause  the  claim  of  J.»hn 
F.  Callan,  administrator  and  surviving  partner  of 
Daniel  Renner,  deceased,  arising  out  of  the  alleged 
burning  of  a  rope-walk  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Uolumbia,  in  the  month  of  August, 
1814,  to  be  settled  upon  principles  of  justice  and 
equity;  provided  that  in  no  case  the  sum  shall 

exceed  |6,744. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  dissented  from  the  views  of 
the  committee  as  to  reporting  that  bill.  Before  it 
is  sanctioned  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  I  should 
like  to  have  a  former  report  read.  This  claim  was 
before  the  House  of  Represenftitives  some  thirty 
years  ago,  and  was  allowed  as  to  the  personal 
property,  but  was  refused  as  to  the  house;  and  the 
claim  is  now  made  for  the  real  estate.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Undbrwdoai,]  I  believe, 
hsuB  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  circuipstances  of 
this  case.  The  claim  is  this:  During  the  last  war, 
wherever  the  British  troops  landed  and  obtained  a 
foothold  in  this  country,  their  depredations  were 
excessive.  The  ordinary  rules  of  civilized  warfare 
were  put  at  defiance  by  them  throughout  the  whole 
cpuntry  wherever  they  went.  Claims  were  made 
by  citizens  from  all  quarters  of  the  country  after 
the  peace,  for  remuneration  for  their  losses.  The 
principle  on  which  tliese  claims  should  be  allowed 
was  established,  after  much  discussion,  by  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  181tj  arid  1817,  and  subse- 
auenily  settled  in  1825.  This  principle  involved 
tne  propriety  of  payments  to  this  extent,  and  no 
further:  that  wherever  the  destruction  was  made 
by  the  enemy  contrary  to  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare.  Government  should  not  pay  the  citizens 


for  their  losses,  as  it  was  one  of  those  exigencies 
of  war  which  the  citizens  must  themselves  sus- 
tain. 

In  this  particular  case  the  claim  was  based  upon 
this  ground:  The  parties  were  the  owners  of  a 
rope-walk  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  which 
there  was  a  parcel  of  cordage  and  a  quantity  of 
rope  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  together 
wath  therope-walk,  in  1814,  when  the  British  took 
possession  of  the  city  of  Washington.  The  claim 
was  allowed  by  a  committee  after  an  adverse  re- 
port a^nst  the  whole  claim  in  1818.  A  second 
committee  allowed  that  portion  of  the  claim  which 
applied  to  personal  property,  on  this  ground,  that 
the  petitioners  had  provided  the  means  of  remov- 
ing their  personal  property  out  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  out  or  tlie  reach  of  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  distinct  ground  that  the  Government 
took  away  the  wagons  they  had  and  appropriated 
them  to  iu  own  use.  Therefore  it  is  claimed  that 
Government  is  liable  for  the  destruction  of  their 
personal  property.  At  that  day,  the  claim  was 
never  based  on  any  other  ground.  The  claim  now 
made  is  for  the  burning  of  the  rope- walk.  That 
could  not  be  removed. 

The  ground  on  which  I  have  differed  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  is  this:  They  say  the 
inference  is,  that  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the 
cordage  and  burned  the  building  with  a  view  to 
the  destruction  of  the  ropes  and  cordages,  it  rests 
upon  the  Government  to  show  that  the  rope-walk 
would  have  been  destroyed  if  the  material,  which 
is  called  munitions  of  war,  I  think,  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  had  not  been  there.  In  my 
judgment,  according  to  the  report  of  the  former 
committee,  there  was  not  the  semblance  of  any- 
thing Hke  munitions  of  war  which  would  authorize 
the  enemy  to  destroy  this  property.  These  parties 
had  a  private  rope- walk.  They  may4iave  hud 
contracts  with  the  Government,  and  they  may 
have  supplied  the  Government  with  cordage  some- 
times, but  no  cordage  of  the  Grovernment  was  there 
at  that  time.  That  was  not  the  ground  on  which 
the  claim  was  made,  but  simply  on  the  ground 
that  the  means  of  removing  their  personal  proper- 
ty were  taken  away.  Therefore,  whether  their 
property  was  destroyed  according  to  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare  or  not,  they  claimed  they  would 
be  entitled  to  remuneration  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  were  prevented  from  removing  their  prop- 
erty on  account  of  loss  of  their  wagons  and  carts 
which  were  taken  by  the  Government. 

The  present  report  of  the  committee  is  made 
somewhat  on  the  ground  that  these  articles  were 
a  species  of  property  which  the  enemy  would  be 
justified  in  destroying,  or  if  not  jusufied  in  de- 
stroying them,  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  the  enemy  would  have  destroyed  the  rope- 
walk  whether  ^his  property  wtis  in  it  or  not.  The 
argument  upon  the  other  side  is,  that  it  is  for  the 
Government  to  show  that  such  would  have  been 
the  result.  I  think  it  would  not.  When  a  party 
makes  a  claim  here,  he  should  show  that  there  is 
sufficient  ground  to  sustain  that  claim.  The  Gov- 
ernment did  not  prevent  him  from  removing  his 
rope-walk,  because  he  could  not  remove  it.  They 
have  paid  him  for  property  which  he  could  have 
removed,  but  was  prevented  from  removing  by 
the  impressment  into  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  means  of  its  removal.  He  now  asks 
payment  ibr  that  which  he  could  not  remove.  I 
think  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

By  turning  to  the  former  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  which  this  matter  was  referred,  I  think  the 
Senate  will  be  satisfied  that  the  claim  ought  not  to 
be  allowed.  On  page  442  of  "The  American 
State  Papers,''  under  the  head,  *' Claims,'*  we 
have  the  following  report: 

**  Indemnity  for  property  lost  by  tittt  frnpremment  into  the 
pul>Uc  senice  of  the  meann  of  its  reraoval.  Communi- 
cated to  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  November  19, 
181.4. 

"  Mr.  Vancy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Renner  «nd  Nathaniel 
H.  Heath,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  tbe  following 
report: 

"  *  That  tlie  petitioners  were  owners  of  rope- walks  in  the 

*  city  of  Washington,  in  which  was  contained  a  lar^e  quan- 

*  tity  of  spun  yaros  and  nmr^  cordage,  all  of  which  was 
^  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  his  late  incursion  into  this  city. 

*  On  or  about  tbe  SiQth  of  July  last,  one  of  the  petitioners 

*  rMr.  Heath  j  applied  to  Mr.  Southlan,  the  owner  of  some 

*  longboats  l3ring  in  tbe  Potomac,  and  engaged  of  him  five  of 

*  them  to  transport  hi*  cordage  and  yarn  up  the  river  if  tbe 

*  enemy  should  invade  the  city.    On  tbe  18tb  and  19th  ol* 
'  August,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  General  Winder  to 

*  em^oy  tbe  boats  of  Mr.  Southlan  for  tbe  parpone  of  tnuis- 


*  porting  tiie  troops  across  the  Potomae,  whldi  wwekcpttn 

*  the  employment  of  the  Government  until  aAer  the  iaTtM^ 
'  of  the  city.  On  the  90th  of  August,  the  pedtkMen  applied 

*  for  the  boats  according  to  contract^  for  the  purpwe  of  re- 

*  moving  their  property,  when  they  were  informed  tbat  tb^ 
'were  impressed.     It  also  appears  to  tlie  commhiMtlnt 

*  on  the  S3d  of  Aue ust,  the  petitioners  employed  a  wragoa  aa4 
*■  nine  or  ten  carte  for  the  purpose  of  removing  their  propertyt 

<  but  the  wagon  and  two  or  three  of  the  carts  were  iinprcnctf 

*  by  the  officers  of  the  Departmcnu  to  remove  the  public  pa- 

*  per*  and  property,  and  that  seven  of  tbe  carti  euiployvd, 

*  after  taking  loads  fnrni  the  rope- walks  out  of  the  citjr,  n- 

*  fused  to  return  to  haul  any  more  for  tha  peiitioii«r»,a|Mi». 

*  betiding  tliat,  if  they  did  so,  they  would  be  ioipreiised  iMi 

*  the  employment  of  the  Government    It  t«  also  stated  tod 

*  believed  that,  after  that  day,  and  before  the  onemr  tnveni 

*  the  city,  carriacea  were  not  to  be  had  la  the  city  to  leaon 

<  tbe  property.  The  loss  of  the  petitioners,  excloiiTe  of  Um 
'price  of  the  rope-walksi  is  estimated  at  about  934,80(. 
'They  ask  of  Congress  to  be  reimbursed  totheamoiutof 

<  their  loss. 

" '  The  committee  are  of  opiBLon  that  the  OovamnMli 
'  under  no  obligation  to  pay  for  the  property.  The  dcnttac 

<  tion  of  private  property  by  the  enemy,  in  the  prmu  of  the 
'  war,  is  much  to  be  regretted  and  highly  to  be  deprecsted; 
'  but  when  it  does  happen  it  is  to  be  considered  botveca  ito 

<  Government  and  Itscitisensaa  one  of  the  ealanutiesofinr. 
'It  may  be  presumed  that  tbe  circumstance  of  tbe  bota, 
'*  wagon,  and  carts  being  impressed  by  the  Qovemmemio 
'  perform  services  valuable  to  it,  may  create  some  eqaittbk 
'  consideration  in  favor  of  the  petitioners.    It  is,  howtrw, 

<  believed  by  the  committee  not  to  be  sufficient  to  aatborixi 
'  them  to  allow  the  claim.  They,  therefore,  pressot  to  tti 
'  House  the  following  resolution : 

"  'AesofreHL  That  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitiQiieil  OugiktMt 
<tobegfmnted.**' 

That  was  the  first  report  in  1814.  The  dab 
was  again  presented  for  the  loss  of  therope-walk, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  found  in 
the  same  oook,  under  the  date  of  January  Utk, 
1817.  The  report  was  adverse:  **  That  the  nrajrer 
of  the  petitioners  ou^ht  not  to  be  graniea."  1 
think  there  was  a  third  report  made  to  Coogresi 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1818,  and  the  report  stttk 
that  the  petitioners  asked  for  compensation  for  tbe 
real  estate,  the  rope-walk-^  as  well  as  the  peraona) 
property.  The  committee  allowed  the  claim  ai  (« 
the  personal  proptTty,  estimAting  it  at  what  tJiey 
conceived  to  oe  proper,  but  reported  agaiiitiihe 
claim  as  to  the  rope- walk;  and  they  based  theii 
report  entirely  on  the  ground  of  the  impresamitai 
by  the  Government  of  the  means  of  remoTug 
their  personal  property.  I  wilfread  a  part  of  ibii 
report: 

"  Your  comofiitteo  are  of  opinion  that  the  iiiiiptiond 
the  petitioners  are  fully  supported  by  testimoof,  thst  tt» 
Intervention  of  officers  of  the  Government  In  wreslinf 
from  the  claimants  every  description  of  means  provided  br 
them  for  the  removal  of  their  property  was  the  esaae<x 
tiie  movable  part  thereof  being  destroyed  by  the  tamj- 
The  conduct  of  the  petitioners,  at  the  p^'riod  aforesaid, «^ 
flciently  shovrs  what  was  the  opinion  generally  enlifrttiDM 
bf  our  citizens,  at  that  day,  as  to  the  dtttmcHon  of  pfi«i' 
property  of  this  description  by  the  enemy.  In  this  cam  at 
claim  is  set  up  of  military  deposit  or  military  oeropttf(». 
as  is  tbe  pretext  for  payment  in  many  other  case*  wlw« 
property  of  a  like  description  was  destroyed  by  tb*  esCTir 
The  claimants  seem  to  have  been  well  aware  ''•'"  J*** 
b«  the  fate  of  their  property  in  case  tbe  enemy  did  vrnm 
the  city,  and  made  great  exertions  to  save  it;  and  it  mom 
not  be  presuming  twi  much  to  e.iy  that  they  would  hatt 
efffected  that  object  but  for  the  intervention  of  the  offlefri 
of  the  Government  in  takihg  Oom  them  tbelBeanfof«»- 
l■f  "o*  . .  ^ 

"  It  is  believed  that  the  exertions  of  the  peunoaersta  pro- 
curing the  means  to  remove  tlieir  private  property,  wwg 
within  the  reach  of  the  officers  of  the  Departmeott  m 
megns  whereby  records,  and  documents,  and  i«p«*^  ■* 
nation  were  saved  of  great  value,  and  ought  not  to  w  Mf- 
lected  for  any  individual  Interest,  and  that  tbe  petitKaj 
have  a  reasonable  and  ju'«t  claim  on  the  Oo»emmcnt  m 
the  removable  part  of  their  establishment,  ^"Jl*J*^ 
rope,  spun  yama^  and  hempe,  deducting  ibertflwn  ww 
would  reasonably  have  been  the  coet  of  tiansportiaj  Jk 
same  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  bgck  to  the  rope-walk,  ww 
the  danger  ceased, -and  damage  done  to  the  «n»2"*"^ 
such  remnvnl,  with,  perhaps,  some  dedoctioo  from  w« 
pdces  at  which  the  articles  are  chaived.  -,<.«-. 

"  Included  in  the  sum  suted  of  lUeir  lots  is  •5>w»'Jf 
tiuiated  as  tbe  value  of  the  rope- walk  which  yoor  coaim 
tec  think  ought  to  be  rejtKsted,  as  tbe  same  would  °^^J^ 
burnt  by  the  enemy  If  the  materials  of  «>"»?•  i"*"  JISZ 
had  been  removed  therefrom.  The  balance  of  tbe  f»» 
(«24,767)  is  stated  by  the  claimant  as  Mlows : 

[l^hen  come  Uie  several  items,  and  tbe  committee  vw 
conclude.]  .      ^««ii« 

«« Should  H  ba  satisfactorily  pr«^  that  t»»««**!*J^2rf 
of  cordage  and  hemp  was  destroyed,  tbe  comminss  si»w 
opinion  tliat  the  latter  sum  would  be  no  mon  »"*■  •'T 
sonable  compen?aUon ;  but  they  have  not  Ijc^nf"* '"JJ: 
isfy  themselves  as  to  the  qoanUiy.  They,  t*»*^"*I*' '^J.JI 
mend  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  Secrtt^^wijj 

Navy  to  pay  for  whatever  quantity  may  be  *»^**^^!^ 
shown  to  have  been  destroyed,  not  exceediof  m  sm«M 
the  above  sum  of  $;9,813  60,  and  for  that  purp««  t<^P^ 
bill." 

That  amount  was  allowed  to  the  P^*"*;""* 
Having  claimed  for  their  personal  property  at  in»^ 
ume,  they  now  claim  for  the  destrucuon  of  «» 
real  estate,  and  I  wish  the  Senate  to  ondenrtwa 
that  the  difference  between  myself  and  other  mem- 
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bers  of  the  committee  consists  in  this:  They  say 
we  have  no  right  to  infer  that  the  enemV  would 
have  destroyed  the  rope-walk  if  the  cordage  had 
been  rtmovW.  I  think  that  such  is  thereason- 
libre  inference,  and  if  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  in- 
ference,  it  rests  upon  the  claimant  to  show  a  valid 
claim.  Government  did  not  and  could  not  pre- 
vent him  from  removing  his  rope-w^k,  because 
it  was  real  estate.  Therefore,  1  think  the^ound 
on  which  the  former  part  of  the  claim  was  fdlowed 
18  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  allowance  of  the  pres- 
ent claim. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  if  I  can  obtain 
the  attention  of  Senators  for  a  very  iew  moments, 
1  will  endeavor  to  explain  the  views  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  upon  this  subject,  and 
state,  in  answer  to  my  friend  who  has  just  spoken 
against  the  bill,  why  this  claim  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed. In  the  first  place,  without  contesting  the 
principle  upon  which  my  learned  friend  goes — be- 
cause It  is  not  necessary  for  the  oeoasion — I  will 
endeavor  to  show  that,  from  the  facts  of  this  case, 
according  to  the  principle  which  he  avows  as  right, 
the  claim  ou^fat  to  be  paid.  What  is  the  princi- 
ple? It  is>  tiiat  wherever  private  property  is  de- 
stroyed by  a  public  enemy,  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare,  in  consequence  of  any 
act  of  this  Government  or  its  agents,  the  Grovem- 
ment  ought  to  be  ree{>onsible  ^r  it.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  is  going  in  favor  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  utmost  extent  to  which  any  one 
can  go— that  .wherever,  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare,  the  property  of  a  citi- 
zen of  this  country  is  destroyed  because  of  the 
Occupancy  or  usage  of  that  property  by  the  Grov- 
erhment  or  its  agents,  the  Government  is  bound 
to  pay.  for  it. 

in  1814,  when  the  British  armv  came  to  the  city 
of  Washington,  the  husband  of  the  lady  who  is 
the  claimant  here — since  dead— owned  a  rope- 
walk  in  this  city,  which  manufactured  the  rope, 
twine,  and  naval  stores  necessary  for  our  vessels 
at  the  navy-yard  at  this  place.  There  was  on  de- 
posit in  the  rope-wcdk  a  large  quantity  of  naval 
•torea,  amounting  to  some  |1 6,000  or  $17,000.  Its 
owner  had  provided  a  sufficient  number  of  wag- 
cme,  carts,  and  boat^— putting  the  boats  upon  the 
Eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac — to  carry  those  mu- 
nitions of  war  from  his  house  and  take  them  away 
to  a  place  of  safety.  Now,  if  the  munitions  of 
war  had  not  been  within  the  house  belonging  to 
this  individual,  according  to  the  usages  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  the  house  would  not  have  been  de- 
stroyed. That  is  conceded;  my  learned  friend 
concedes  it.  The  evidence  is  conclusive  that  the 
owner  of  the  rope-walk  had  provided  sufficient 
means  to  carry  away  all  those  tilings  which  wouki 
have  justified,  according  to  the  usages  of  civilized 
warfare,  the  destruction  of  the  property.  He 
could  have  carried  them  away,  but  the-  means  of 
carrying  them  away  were  taken  possession  of  by 
our  army  to  carry  their  baggage.  Hence  it  was 
that  Congress  has  already  paid  for  the  twine  and 
rope. 

But  my  friend  saytf  they  ought  not  to  pay  for 
the  rope- walk.  I  cannot  lor  my  life  see  tne  pro- 
priety of  the  distinction  which  is  made.  He^e 
was  an  individual  who  had  twine  and  rope  withm 
his  house.  He  had  provided  means  for  carrjring 
them  away.  The  fact  that  the  twine  and  rope 
were  there,  justified  the  burning  of  the  property. 
Now,  unless  the  honorable  Senator  can  show  that 
^7,000  worth  of  twine  and  rope  would  be  burned 
in  a  house,  without  burning  the  house,  he  must 
come  bo  the  conclusion,  as  it  seems  to  me,  inas- 
much as  he  admits  the  rope  was  properly  paid  for, 
that  we  ought  equally  to  pay  for  the  house. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  ffiven  to  making 
speeches  for  the  puipose  of  prolonging  debate.  I 
have  given  to  the  Senate  my  view  of  this  case. 
It  is  within  the  nutshell  1  have  stated,  and  I  do 
hope  this-  claim  Ml  pass.  We  have  devoted 
much  more  time,  upon  various  occasions,  to  ques- 
tions of  minor  importance  than  to  this.  This 
ckuni  is  a  just  one.  It  is  conceded,  according  to 
nay  humble  apprehension,  by  the  Government  to 
be  just,  because  it  has  paid  for  the  burning  of  the 
twme  and  rope,  which  the  individual  would  have 
removed  had  he  not  been  prevented  in  the  manner 
I  have  mentioned.  The  house  was  destroyed  in 
consequence  of  the  right  of  the  British  army  to 
destroy  the  twine  and  ropet  therefore  we  nave 
admitted  that  we  are  bound  to  pay  for  the  house 
because  we  have  paid  for  the  twine  and  rope. 


Mr.  BRADBURY.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  rests  this  claim  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  tne  building  was  burned  in  consequence 
of  the  twine  and  rope  being  stored  in  it.  That 
assumption  ^eeros  to  be  contradicted  by  the  record. 
This  case  was  investigated  in  1818,  and  the  com- 
mittee having  it  under  examination  made  their 
report.  They  reported  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  par- 
ties, to  remunerate  them  for  the  loss  of  the  twine 
and  rope  which  wad  in  the  slore-house.  In  that 
report  they  expressly  state  that  the  building  would 
have  been  destroyed  if  those  articles  had  not  been 
stored  in  it.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  language  of  the  report: 

**  lododtfd  in  the  sum  stated  of  their  loss,  is  ^,650,  esti- 
mated as  Uie  valu*}  of  the  rope-walk,  which  your  coannit- 
tee  thioi(  ou^ht  to  be  rejected,  as  the  same  woiild  have  l>een 
burned  by  tfie  ononiy  if  the  materials  of  cordage  and  hemp 
had  been  removed  therefrom. '' 

They  hud  better  means  of  knowing  it  than  we 
have.  They  investigated  it  when  the  facts  were 
fresh—when  witnesses  could  be  called  in.  They 
investigated  it  in  the  immediate  vicinity  where  the 
transaction  occurred;  and  they  find,  in  their  re- 
port, that  the  building  would  have  been  destroyed 
had  the  inaterials  been  removed.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion is  this,  whether  when  a  committee,  investi- 
gating under  the  circumstances  which  that  com- 
mittee did,  find  a  fact,  we  shall,  after  a  lapse  of 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  infer,  without 
any  proof  whatever,  that  their  nnding  was  erro- 
neous ?  I  think  it  would  be  safer,  when  a  finding 
of  that  kind  is  explicit,  that  we  should  rest  upon 
it,  rather  than  undertsike,  by  inference,  to  over- 
turn the  report  of  a  committee  that  investigated 
that  subject  at  the  time.  My  apprehension  is, 
that  if  we  undertake  anything  of  the  kind  it  will 
lead  to  a  vast  mass  of  cases  m  which  the  parties, 
becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  investigation,  would 
ask  us  to  go  into  their  cases  again. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Senator  from  Maine  has 
read  from  a  report  which,  he  says,  has  stated  a 
fact.  He  also  says  it  would  be  unwise  for  us  to 
override  that  fact,  so  found  by  that  committee,  a 
long  time  ago.  That  committee  say,  that  the 
rope-walk  would  have  burned  any  how.  Is  that  a 
fact?  It  may  be  an  opinion;  but  I  cannoX  conceive 
how  the  Senator  can  say  that  it  is  a  fact  which  the 
committee  did  report,  or  had  any  right  to  re|K>rt. 
They  say  it  would  have  been  burned  any  how.  I 
take  the  gentlemen  according  to  their  own  show- 
ing: either  that  that  committee  had  acted  not  in 
accordance  wiili  the  principle  they  state,  or  that 
we  are  bound  to  pay  tor  the  house.  No  property 
is  to  be  paid  for  unless  it  was  properly  burned 
according  to  the  usaees  of  civilizeu  warfare.  This 
cordage  must  have  been  properly  burned  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  or  it  would 
not  have  been  paid  for.  It  was,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  concessumof  the  other  side,  properly 
destroyed  by  the  British  army.  They  had  alight 
to  destroy  it.  It  is  from  that  proper  destruction 
alone  that  our  right  and  obligation  to  pay  grows. 
The  British,  therefore,  had  a  right  to  destroy  it. 
The  party  could  have  removed  it  from  his  house; 
he  had'  provided  the  means  for  removing  it.  Ac- 
coraing  to  the  concession  of  the  other  side,  he 
could  have  removed  it,  and  then  it  could  not  have 
been  destroyed.  It  was  properly  destroyed  by 
reason  of  the  action  of  our  Uovernment  in  this 
house;  it  consequently  destroyed  the  house;  and 
I  cannot,  for  my  life,  see  why  we  are  not  as  much 
obliged  to  pay  consequential  damages  for  the  burn- 
ing of  the  house  as  for  the  twine  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted was  properly  destroyed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senator  from  Maryland 
has  misapprehended  my  view  o^  the  case  alto- 
gether, perhaps  from  the  imperfect  manner  in 
which  I  explamed  it.  I  will  endeavor  to  correct 
his  misapprehension.  I  stated  that  the  commit- 
ue  did  not  put  this  claim  upon  the  general  princi- 
ple on  which  relief  was  granted  in  other  cases,  but 
that  if  the  general  principle  had  been  applied  in 
this  case — that  is,  the  right  of  the  enemy  to  de- 
stroy this  property — the  petitioners  would  have 
been  entitled  to  no  relief.  But  the  committee  made 
an  exception  on  other  grounds;  that  no  matter 
what  was  the  character  of  the  property,  the  Gov- 
ernment, having  taken  away  from  the  party  the 
means  of  its  removal,  was  bound  to  compensate 
the  party,  whether  the  destruction  by  the  enemy 
was  according  to  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare 
or  not.  That  is  the  ground  upon  which  the  claim 
was  made,  and  upon  which  part  of  it  was  allowed 


in  1818,  thirty-odd  years  ago.  If  that  be  so,  the 
Senator's  argument  is  entirely  beside  the  question. 
He  assumes  that  the  enemy  had  aright  to  destroy 
the  personal  property,  and  that  in  doing  so,  the 
destruction  of  the  house  was  consequential  to  it. 
I  deny  that  tne  enemy  had,  according  to  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare,  a  right  to  destroy  the 
property.  The  reason  why  the  personalty  was 
paid  for,  was  that  the  Government  had  taken  away 
the  means  of  its  removal;  and  as  the  party  could 
have  removed  it,  no  matter  what  its  character  was, 
it  would  have  been  safe  from  destruction.  I  think 
the  Senate  will  now  understand  my  views.  The 
ground  I  mean  to  take  is  that  whicn  was  taken  by 
the  committee  of  1818  and  two  previous  commit- 
tees, and  the  j'round  upon  which  the  claim  was 
then  made.  This  was  not  the  property  of  the 
Governments  These  parties  may  have  supplied 
the  Government,  or  they  may  not.  They  nad  a 
private  rope-walk.  They'sold  to  those  who  were 
the  best  purchasers.  The  vast  mass  of  the  prop- 
erty which  was  in  the  building  at  the  time,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  report  of  the  committee,  was  un- 
finished roMs  or  various  kinds.  A  very  small 
portion,  only  to  the  value  of  $610,  was  cordage; 
the  rest  was  unspun  and  unfinished.  I  know  of 
no  principle  which  would  justify  the  destruction 
of  It  by  the  enemy;  but  Great  Britain  did  not 
pause,  auring  that  war,  destroying  property,  be- 
cause it  was  not  in, accordance  with  the  usages  of 
civilized  warfare.  The  parties  did  not  venture  to 
claim  compensation  on  tnat  ground,  and  the  com- 
mittee rejected  it  on  thatgroimd,  but  allowed  it  on 
the  other. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  examined  this  claim 
when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had  no  just 
foundation.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  stating  why 
I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  paid.  We  have  a 
navy-yard  upon  the  east  branch  of  the  Potomac 
here,  and  just  in  the  neighborhood  of  it,  according 
to  the  proof,  was  this  rope-walk,  this  twine,  and 
everything  which  is  usually  manufactured  at  a 
rope-walk.  Now,  I  say,  that  according  to  the 
usages  of  civilized  warfare,  an  invading  army 
would  burn  up  the  navy-yard  and  all  its  appurte- 
jiances,  and  I  would  cashier  a  General,  if  he  were 
in  my  service,  who  would  not  do  so.  When  an 
invading  army  sees  a  navy-yard,  and  just  by  it  a 
rope-Walk  where  all  the  cordage,  twine,  and  if  you 
please,  sails  for  vessels  may  be  prepared,  would 
not,  according  to  the  usaees  of  civilized  warfare, 
the  General  direct  the  destruction  of  property 
which  was  applied  to  furnishing  the  navy-yard? 
Why,  sir,  can  anything  be  plainer?  It  seems  to 
me  not.  I  take  it  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of 
the  twine,  cordage,  and  those  other  things  manu- 
factured in  the  navy-yard,  there  at  all.  Suppose 
they  had  all  been  removed  by  the  wagons  and 
carts  which  were  prepared— they  were  not,  and 
therefore  were  properly  paid  for,  as  I  conceive, 
heretofore — but  suppose  they  had  succeeded  in  re- 
moving every  particle,  and  nothing  had  remained 
but  the  house,  then,  I  ask,  what  would  have  been 
the  consequences  resulting  from  the  presentation 
of  the  appurtenances  of  the  rope- walk,  just  by  the 
navy-yard  where  ships  were  manufactured,  to  the 
invading  commanding  General  ?  He  would  have 
said.  Here  the  enemy  obtain  supplies  for  their 
shipping.  Would  he  take  the  distinction  whether 
this  was  public  or  private  property?  Could  he 
tell  whether  the  rope-walk  and  its  appurtenances 
did  not  belong  to  the  Government  as  appurtenances 
of  the  navy-yard  ?  He  could  know  nothine  about 
that.  It  would  have  been  a  rational  conclusion, 
that  if  the  Government  owned  the  navy-yard,  it 
also  owned  the  adjacent  rope-walk.  It  seems  to 
me  that,  under  these  circumsuinces,  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare  would  mive  require  the  destruc- 
tion of  tlie  property.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  our 
Generals,  invading  a  foreign  country,  should  find 
a  navy-yard  and  an  adjacent  rope- walk,  they 
would  destroy  all  for  the  puql^ose  of  disabling  the 
enemy.  If  our  Generals  ought  not  to  do  that, 
British  Generals  ought  not  to  do  it.  But  I  think 
the  laws  of  war  would  justify  the  destruction  of 
property,  thus  situated,  as  public  property. 

Take  the  case  of  a  private  manufactory  of  guns. 
Everybody  would  say  that  if  an  invading  enemy 
could  destroy  the  public  works  at  Springfield  or 
Harper's  Ferry,  it  would  be  right  and  proper.  So 
if  our  invading  Generals  could  have  destroyed  the 
manu&ctorifs  where  the  MexicanH,  in  the  late 
Me2ucan  war,  obtained  their  supplies,  it  would 
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have  been  lawful,  and  proper,  andjust;  and  if 
General  Scott  had  left  in  nis  rear  at  Vera  Cruz,  a 
manufactory  of  either  cannon  or  small  arms,  and 
gone  dn  to  Mexico,  it  would  have  deprived  him 
of  many  of  those  laurels  which  we  all  concede  to 
him,  and  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  great 
imprudence  and  want  of  foresight.  Now,  sup- 
pose the  nmnufactory,  instead  of  being  property 
owned  by  the  Government,  was  private  property, 
just  as  Mason's  works  above  the  city  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cannon,  would  not  the  invading  armj 
say  the  Government  derives  supplies  from  this 
private  establishment  for  the  purpose  of  disabling 
the  enemy,  and  that  they  had  a  ri^ht  to  destroy  it? 
That  is  the  case,  it  seems  to  me,  m  regard  to  this 
rope- walk.  All  its  appurtenances  bemg  near  the 
navy-yard,  when  the  navy-yard  was  burned,  the 
enemy  would  say  **  this  is  the  place  whence  tliis 
navy-yard  derives  its  supplies,  and  of  course  when 
we  burn  the  navy-yard,  we  will  burn  all  its  appur- 
tenances ,  whether  they  be  private  or  public  prop- 
erty." That  is  the  ground  upon  which  I  rest  my 
objection  to  this  claim. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  Four  years  ago,  when  this 
claim  was  before  the  Senate,  I  joined  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  in  opposing  it;  and  I  believe  it 
was  owing  to  his  ojsposition  and  my  own  on  the 
last  night  of  the  session  that  it  was  defeated.  My 
attention  was  afterwards  called  to  the  claim  by  a 

fentleman  in  whom  I  had  the  most  unlimited  con- 
dence,  and  I  have  -become  satisfied  that  I  was 
wrong  in  opposing  it,  I  generally  concur  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  on  claims  of  this  kind, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  their  name  is  an  ob- 
jection to  them;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  this  claim 
nas  merit,  and  that  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
paid  by  this  bill  is  nothing  more  than  the  parties 
are  entitled  to.  I  do  not  know  that  I  coula  make 
a  better  argument  upon  the  point  than  is  presented 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand.  That  committee  has  made  a 
favorable  report.  The  Senator  from  Delaware, 
however,  dissenting.  I  shall  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  report,  and  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  it.  It  states  in  a  very  clear  and  con- 
cise manner  the  points  of  the  case.  It  was  made 
by  my  colleague,  FMr.  Wuitcomb,]  and  has  the 
concurrence,!  understand,  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brodhead,]  chairman 
of  that  committee.  I  think  the  facts  of  the  case 
may  be  narrowed  down  to  these:  The  parties  for 
whose  benefit  this  bill  is  presented  owned  certain 
material*  and  the  building  referred  to.  They  made 
all  necessary  and  proper  arrangements  to  remove 
their  cordage,  hemp,  and  other  materials,  and  were 
upon  the  verge  of  removing  them  when  the  means 
they  had  employed  for  that  purpose  were  taken  by 
the  Government  officers,  and  used  by  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Government.  All  the  testimony 
goes  to  show  the  fact  that  if  the  Government  offi- 
cers had  not  taken  the  wagons  and  boats  of  these 
parties,  and  impressed  them  into  the  public  ser- 
vice, their  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  other  articles, 
would  have  been  removed  to  a  place  of  safety.  It 
was  Uie  fact  that  these  combustible  materials  were 
left  in  the  building,  that  led  to  its  being  destroyed 
by  fire.  A  committee  formerly  reported  a  bill, 
which  became  a  law,  to  provide  for  payment  of 
the  materials  destroyed  in  the  building.  The  ma- 
terials having  been  paid  for,  the  only  question  that 
remains  is  whether  or  not  the  building  should 
be  paid  for.  I  think  that,  as  a  legal  point,  if 
presented  to  any  court,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
about  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  pay,  in  this 
case,  all  that  is  claimed.  The  report  presents  a 
better  ar^ment  than  I  can  make,  and  therefore  I 
ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  report  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  donot  mean  to  discuss  this 
question  any  further,  ^he  Senate  have  heard 
enough  of  it.  But,  with  a  view  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  I  move  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RECESS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STOCKTON,  it  was  or- 
dered that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  be 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

FRENCH  SP0LIATT0N8. 
Mr.  BRADBURY.    Some  time  ago  the  Senate 
assigned  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill 


making  provision  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
1801*  I  desire  to  call  it  up  at  an  early  day.  It  is 
time  that  it  should  be  acted  upon,  and  I  should 
have  desired  to  devote  to-morrow  to  its  considera- 
tion; but  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  call  it  up  on 
Monday  under  the  conviction  that  it  can  be  voted 
on,  and  finally  disposed  of  on  that  day  possibly  in 
a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  my  silence  will 
not  be  construed  into  consent  on  my  part  to  take 
up  that  bill. 

THOMAS  H.  MCMANUS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  T.  H. 
McManuB  to  enter,  by  preemption,  certain  lands 
in  the  Greensburg  district  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  words  <*in  township  No.  1  of 
range  No.  3;"  and  also  the  word  "aforesaid," 
the  last  word  of  the  bill,  which  will  be  rendered 
necessary  by  the  other  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  why  the  quantity 
of  land  allowed  to  be  entered  by  this  bill  is  so 
much  larger  than  the  quantity  which  the  settler  is 
allowed  to  enter?  And  whether  the  bill  allows 
the  land  to  be  entered  all  in  one  body? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  bill  does  allow  the  land 
to  be  entered  in  one  body.  The  reason  was  ex- 
plained when  the  bill  was  up  before;  but  I  will 
state  it  again  very  briefly.  The  land  claimed  was 
originally  settled — ^part  of  it — by  a  man  who  pre- 
sented his  claim,  but  a  preemption  right  could  not 
be  completed,  because  a  survey  had  not  been 
made.  He  died,  and  his  right  'to  this  preemption 
was  sold  at  probate  sale,  and  purchased  by  Mr. 
McManus  for  |1,800.  That  g^ve  him  a  right  to 
the  other  party's  claim  for  a  preemption  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Another  man,  a  brother 
of  this  individual,  Samuel  McManus,  settled  an- 
other lot  of  land  adjoining  it,  and  presented  his 
application  for  a  preemption;  but  it  was  not  com- 
pleted because  the  surveys  were  defective  in  that 
quarter  of  the  district.  He  died,  and  at  probate 
sale  the  petitioner  here  bought  that  claim.  That 
gave  him  a  right  to  two  preemptions.  In  addition 
to  that,  there  were  two  or  tfiree  settlements  on 
lands  adjoining.  Some  presented  claims  for  pre- 
emption and  some  did  not;  but  all  of  them  sold 
whatever  rights  they  had  to  this  petitioner,  T.  H. 
McManus,  and  he  has  made  his  plantation  on  the 
body  of  land  thus  claimed  oy  those  settlement- 
rights,  all  of  which  have  been  sold  to  him.  He 
has  been  living  therefor  years,  but  has  never  been 
able  to  complete  his  title;  and  he  now  comes  in 
and  asks  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  enter,  by  pre- 
emption, the  settlement-rights  thus  purchasea  from 
individuals,  and  a  small  fraction  aqjoining. 

Mr.  FELCH.  If  1  understand  Uie  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  it  gives 
no  aefinite  location  to  the  land  whatever. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  Senator  is  mistaken,  as 
he  will  see  by  reading  the  bill.  I  will  state  the 
reason  why  I  propos^  to  strike  out  the  number 
of  the  township.  It  was  ascertained,  on  inv^sti^ 
gation  at  the  Land  Office,  that  the  township  was 
erroneously  mentioned;  there  was  a  mistake  as  to 
the  number.  But  the  provision  of  the  bill  is,  that 
he  shall  have  the  right  to  enter,  by  preemption, 
the  lands  on  which  he  resides.  That  is  a  suffi- 
cient designation.  Here  are  the  provisions  of  the 
bill:  they  are,  '*  that  Thos.  H.  McManus  be,  and 
'  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  under  such  instructions 

*  as  may  oe  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 

*  Gkneral  Lano  Office,  to  enter,  by  preemption,  at 
'  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  at  the 

*  land  office  at  Greensburg,  Louisiana,  such  quan- 

*  tity  of  the  public  lands,  not  exceeding  eight  hun- 
'  dred  acres,  in  legal  subdivisions,  as  may  embrace 

*  his  actual  improvements,  in  the  parish  of  E^st 

*  Feliciana,  on  the  waters  of  Black  creek."  It 
was  found  that  in  consequence  of  the  defectiveness 
of  the  surveys,  the  number  of  the  townships  stated 
in  the  bill  was  not  the  right  number;  and  there- 
fore, to  prevent  a  conflict,!  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  number  of  the  township.  But  this  is  to  em- 
brace the  settlements  on  wnich  he  resides,  hence 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  about  it.  There  is  among 
the  papers  in  the  case,  a  statement  made  by  his 
neignbors  to  the  eflfect  that  these  lands  on  which 
he  resides  do  not  interfere  with  the  claim  of  any 
other  person,  and  that  they  see  no  reason  why  he 


should  not  be  allowed  to  enter  it  by  a  preemption. 
The  land  being  well  known  in  that  part  of  Louisi- 
ana, there  can  be  no  difficulty  about  the  location 
of  it. 

Mr.  FELCH.  There  is  no  difficulty  at  all  aris- 
ing in  this  case  from  the  want  of  surveys,  or  the 
want  of  returns  at  the  Land  Office.  There  was  a 
difficulty  in  the  Greensburg  district  a  few  years 
ago.  From  some  interested  motives,  the  lands 
there  were  reported  as  not  surveyed;  and  it  was 
said  that  the  returns  were  erroneous  and  fraadu- 
tent;  and  hence  the  lands  were  withheld  from  sale. 
But  I  understand  now,  on  further  investigation, 
that  they  are  held  for  sale  as  other  lands  are. 
The  returns  have  been  made,  so  that  there  can  be 
no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  range  or  the  town- 
ship in  this  district  of  Greensbuiig  more  than  dse- 
where.  If  this  amendment  is  made,  it  abandons 
altogether  the  location  as  originally  describi^  in 
the  bill  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  only  description  of  the  land  is,  tiiat  he 
shall  be  permitted  to  enter,  so  as  to  embraoe  his 
improvements. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  parish,  and  the  navigable 
stream  on  which  the  land  is  situated,  are  named. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  know  it  refers  to  the  parish 
and  the  land  district,  but  I  epeak  of  the  speclfie 
description  of  the  tract.  Now,  the  fact  ia  thii: 
The  petitioner  alleges  that  he  resides  in  township 
No.  1  of  range  No.  3;  and  he  goes  on  in  his  pe- 
tition, and  gives  a  description  of  the  premises,  of 
what  he  claims  under  occupancy,  and  what  he 
claims  under  two  purchases,  I  think,  at  admin- 
istrators' sales.  His  petition  describes  the  land 
as  being  in  township  No.  1  of  nuigt  No.  3. 
There  is  a  statement  troro'the  Land  Office  on  that 
subject.  I  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  about  it, 
and  ascertained  from  him  that  on  examination  of 
the  papers  in  the  case,  it  was  found  that  there  was 
a  discrepancy.  The  petitioner  says  he  lives  in 
township  No.  1  of  range  No.  3,  and  describes 
the  lana  and  his  improvements,  as  within  that 
township;  whereas,  the  surveys  show  that  they 
are  withm  township  No.  3.  Therefore  there  most 
be  some  mistake  about  the  matter.  I  am  notable 
to  say  where  the  mistake  is;  but  certain  it  ia,  that 
what  is  asked  for  in  the  petition,  and  what  is 
granted  by  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proof  adduced  in  the  case.  By  the 
change  in  the  bill,  atriking  out  the  number  of  the 
township  and  of  the  range,  it  leaves  the  land  to  be 
taken  within  township  No.  1 ,  or  township  No.  3; 
and  it  strikes  out,  asl  said  before,  all  that  tbereis 
in  regard  to  the  definite  location  of  the  land.  If  be 
takes  land  according  to  the  proof,  he  takes  land 
which,  in  his  petition,  he  does  not  claim.  Where 
the  mistake  is  I  cannot  say;  but  if  we  grant  Uie 
land  for  which  he  asks  in  his  petition,  thra  we 
grant  band  to  which  his  proof  does  not  apply. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  it 
at  all.  I  suppose  I  have  exactly  the  same  state* 
ment,  as  the  gentleman  has,  from  the  Land  Office; 
and  it  is  for  Uiat  very  reason  that  I  moved  the 
amendment.  It  is  very  true,  that  this  peraon,  in 
his  petition,  did  mention  a  township,  wbicb,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  Land  Office,  is  not  that 
which  he  intenaed  to  nanAe.  That  is  nnerely  a 
mistake  in  the  number:  there  is  no  mistake  or  dif- 
ficulty about  the  actual  location;  it  is  perfectly 
well  known;  and  if  this  bill  fixed  no  location,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty.  It  re(]uires  that  the  land 
shall  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Sur- 
veyor General,  so  as  to  include  this  man's  im- 
provements. The  only  reason  why  1  M  the 
township  stricken  out  was,  because  the  indiridnal 
has  made  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  number* 
Therefore,  in  order  to  prevent  any  difficulty,  I 
struck  out  the  number  of  the  township,  and  left 
the  bUl  merely  to  embrace  his  improvements  in 
whatever  township  they  mi^t  be.  There  is  a 
clause  in  the  bill  which  shows  that  there  can  pos- 
sibly be  no  difficulty  about  it. 

The  bill  provides  that  this'entry  shaU  not  in- 
terfere with  the  valid  rights  of  others,  and  ^hj"  J* 
,made  afler  the  return  to  the  Land  Office  of  the 
approved  plat  and  survey  of  the  township.  I  b«T* 
here  a  statement  made  by  the  neWiborsof  this 
individual,  showing  deariy  the  locality.  ]>«  ^ 
veyor  General  will  have  no  difficulty  in  directwf 
how  the  survey  shall  be  made.  1  hs^e  hat  a 
statement,  signed  by  Judge  Scott  and  other  otiiwii 
of  the  parish  of  ^t  PeHciana,  LouisiaMi  wW 
say  that  they  have  examined  the  ra«?<*"'!r 
Thomas  H.  McManus,  that  they  are  hii  oH^ 
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bors,  are  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
lands  on  which  he  lives,  and  know  that  there  is  no 
conflicting  claim;  they  give  a  description  of  the 
lands  and  say  that  no  injury  could  result  to  the 
Government  from  complying  with  Mr.  McManus's 
request.  This  shows  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty about  the  location;  that  will  be  settled  by  the 
Surveyor  General  without  any  trouble. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
and  afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FamAT,  March  5,  1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  0.  M.  Butler. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged 
qtiestion.  On  the  Uth  day  of  December  last  the 
memorial  of  Mrs.  Mary  Reeside  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  That  was  a  cler- 
ical error.  The  Journal  stanas,  with  that  clerical 
error  upon  its  face.  I  ask  that  the  committee  be 
allowed  to  report  the  same  back,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  which  is  the  appropriate  committee. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  v/as  so  ordered. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee,  it 

was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granUul  to  withdraw  fVom  the  files 
of  the  House  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Lemuel 
B.  Montgomery,  (br  the  purpose  of  having  them  refierred 
to  a  committee  in  the  Senate* 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  upon  the  engrossment  of  the  private  bills  upon 
the  Speaker's  table  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  with  the  recommendation  that  they 
do  pass. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Will  it  be  in  order  for  me  to 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  feel  bound  to  mjike  that 
motion;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  desire  to  state  to  the 
House  that  there  are  two  or  three  special  orders 
before  us  which  are  consuming  the  time  of  the 
House,  so  that  it  seems  to  be  impossible  for  me  to 
get  up  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill,  although 
the  public  service  is  actually  suffering  forthe  want 
of  I^islation  upon  it.  I  therefore  appeal  to  mem- 
bers to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  t>f  the  Union,  that  the  special  order  may  be 
disposed  of  to-day. 

A  Member.  '*0h  no!  That  cannot  be  done 
to-day." 

Mr.  DANIEL.  As  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  has  thought  proper, 
upon  this  day,  to  move  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
eo,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  onthe  state  oC  the  Union,  I 
shall  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  for 
consideration  the  Pdvate  Calendar.  I  raise  the 
question,  and  hope  it  will  be  settled  as  to  which 
of  these  motions  has  precedence.  The  private  busi- 
ness is  8u6rering  as  much  as  that  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  referred .  We  have  been  guilty  of  such 
remissness  in  the  prosecution  of  the  private  busi* 
ness,  that  it  is  enough  to  excite  the  clamor  and 
censure  of  the  people  throughout  the  country. 
We  have  meritorious  claims  submitted  here — this 
being  the  only  body  that  can  afford  relief— and 
every  consideration  of  justice  and  good  policy  re- 
quire us  to  extend  attention  to  that  description  of 
business.  I  wish  the  Chair  to  decide  whicn  of  the 
motions  submitted  has  the  preference. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  special  order  has  the  preference  over  pri- 
vate bills,  and  that  a  motion  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on 
(he  special  order,  takes  precedence  of  the  one  to 


fo  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Vivate»  Calendar. 

Mr.  DANIEL.    Now,  sir 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  say  to  the 
gentleman  that  questions  in  regard  to  the  priority 
of  business  are  not  debatable.  The  rule  says  that 
questions  of  that  character  must  be  decided  with- 
out debate. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  to  state  the  view  that  I  en- 
tertain. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  be  happy  to 
hear  the  gentleman's  views. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  The  enforcement  of  the  rules 
is  what  I  desire,  and  am  seeking  to  obtain.  I 
think,  Mr.  Speaker,  until  recently  there  was  no 
sort  of  question  about 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  is  makinc 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  point  of  order,  i 
object.  I  desire  to  get  into  committee  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  business.  If  I  cannot  get  the 
House  to  proceed  to  the  business  I  am  anx- 
ious to  nave  them,  I  am  willing  that  the  business 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  shall  be  disposed  of. 
I  do  not  wish  the  time  of  the  House  consumed  by 
debates  upon  irrelevant  points. 

Mr.  Daniel.  Have  I  not  a  right  to  discuss 
a  question  of  appeal  in  regard  to  the  order  of  busi- 
ness? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  at  all.  The  questions 
upon  priority  of  business  cannot  be  debated.  The 
Chair  is  very  well  satisfied  about  that. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  do  not  desire  to  transgress 
any  rule.  I  am  for  the  enforcement  of  the  rules. 
I  tnink  that  is  the  beat  way  to  have  business  prop- 
erly conducted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  the  public  business  is  sufiering  for  the  want 
of  legislation  upon  this  deficiency  bill,  and  that 
one  branch  of  the  public  service  is  absolutely  and 
actually  without  means  to  carry  on  its  operations, 
I  would  be  willing  to  hear  the  gentleman.  My 
object  is  to  effect  that  legislation  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  the  second  rule,  by  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  debate  on  this  point  is  allowable. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  b^s  leave  to  read 
the  113th  rule: 

**  AU  questions  relating  to  priority  of  bosioeaa  shall  be 
decided  without  debate.'' 

Does  the  gentleman  appeal  ? 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  do;  and  I  wish  the  29th  rule 
to  be  read  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
special  order  made  by  the  House  is  to  give  it  the 
preference  over  all  other  business  iipon  the  Cal- 
endar for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  of  the  opinion 
that  no  special  order  can  be  made  to  interfere 
with  the  private  business  of  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days. The  Chair  decides  that  ^  special  order  sets 
aside  the  business  appropriated  to  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  as  well  as4nat  to  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
or  any  other  day.  The  Chair  is  clear  in  his  opin- 
ion, but  it  may  be  an  erroneous  onte.  The  gentle- 
man appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
29th  rule,  and  the  note  explanatory,  and  also  the 
26th  rule.  The  view  I  entertain  }b  sustained  by 
the  decisions  of  points  of  order  in  the  Journal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  Does  the  Chair 
decide,  that  if  we  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  the  special  order  will 
have  preference,  and  that  if  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  the  private 
business  will  be  first  in  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  of  order  in- 
volved in  this  matter  is  simply  this:  It  is  compe- 
tent at  all  times  for  the  House  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  by 
a  majority  vote;  and  it  is  also  competent,  to-day, 
for  the  House,  upon  the  other  hand ,  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  upon  the  Private  Calendar 
by  a  majority  vote.  This  is  only  a  question, 
whether  tne  proposition  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  shall  take 
]?recedence  in  point  of  time.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  decide  a^inst  the  one^  and  in  favor 
of  the  other.  The  decision  of  the  Unair  is  simply 
to  the  efifect  that  the  proposition  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the 
special  order  has  precedence,  in  his  opinion,  and 
must  be  first  put.    That  is  all. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand 
the  29th  rule  of  the  House  as  setting  apart  Fri- 
days and  Saturdays  for  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate bills. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Daniel]  will  be  indulged 
in  having  that  rule  read. 

Mr.  JOHIJSON.  I  vraa  merely  going  to  re- 
mark— and  I  imagine  every  member  upon  the 
floor  understands  the  29th  rule — that  the  order 
setting  apart  Friday  and  Saturday  of  each  week 
for  private  bills  merely  makes  it  one  of  the  stand- 
ing rules,  and  the  House,  making  a  special  order, 
of  course  sets  that  aside — suspends  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  You  will  find,  the  Chair  wUl 
remark  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
that  our  rules  set  apart  Mondays  for  petitions,  Fri- 
days and  Saturdays  for  private  bills,  and  a  special 
order  sets  aside  these,  as  well  as  all  other  rules 
makin^reference  to  particular  business. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
29th  rule  and  note. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  rule  and  its  ex- 
planatory note  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows:    • 

39.  "  Friday  and  Saturday  in  every  week  sball  be  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  private  bills  and  private  business, 
in  preference  to  any  other,  unless  otherwise  determiued  by 
a  majority  of  the  House.'' 

*<  Note — Under  Uie  rule  ofSSth  April,  18U8,  relative  tea 
postponement  or  change  of  the  order  of  business,  it  hai^beeu 
decided  that  it  takes  twothiris  to  proceed  to  pnlHic  bu.Mnesa 
on  Friday  and  Saturday.  The  reason  of  this  decision  is, 
that  the  mle  of  the  96tb  April,  1898,  made  no  exception  fa 
favor  of  the  clause^  for  a  majority ,  contained  in  this  rule, 
and  that  therefore  that  provision  was  annulled.  There 
have  been  three  appeals  upon  this  point,  but  the  HouKe  in 
all  instances  affirmed  the  decision  In  Aivor  of  two  thirds." 

The  SPEAKER.  Two  thirds  have  already 
decided  to  set  that  aside,  and  upon  each  and  every 
day  of  the  week  the  special  ot^er  has  the  prefer- 
ence over  other  business. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  For  the  information  of  the 
House  I  will  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if  the  special 
order  does  not  expressly  read  **  that  it  shall  be  the 
special  order  for  that  day,  and  from  day  to  day 
until  disposed  of?" 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  so,  and  from  that  decis- 
ion the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Daniel]  takes  an  appeal. 

Mr.  DANIEL  demanded  tdlers;  which  wer« 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  ** Shall  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House?''  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.  I  desire  to 
know  of  the  Chair  whether  there  are  not  private 
bills  upon  the  Speaker's  table  which  h^ve  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are;  and  the  Chair 
stated  this  morning  that  the  first  business  was 
upon  their  engrossment. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  was  going  to  suegesi 
that  before  we  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  this  private  business 
be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Vote  down  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  those  bills 
will  come  up  in  order. 

The  question  now  beinc  on  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Wnole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  tellers*,  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  DANIEL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Is  it  in  order,  if  the  House 
refuse  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  move  to  postpone  that 
special  order  to  a  day  certain,  with  a  view  of  going 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Cal- 
endar? 

The  SPEAKER.  Tly  Chair  thinks  not.  The 
Chair  is  inclined  to  thin*  that  we  would  not  have 
control  over  it  in  that  form.  We  mast  first  re- 
lieve  

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  House  refuse  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  we 
can  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oVi  the*  Pri- 
vate Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.    Most  certainlv. 

Mr.  DANIEL  withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  renew  the  call,  as  I  feel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. Hous- 
ton were  appointed  tellers. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayea  78, 
noes  62. 

kOMESTBADS. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  tlie  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  special  order,  being 
House  bill  No.  7,forthecncouragementof  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  manufactures,  and  other  branches 
of  industry,  by  granting  to  every  man,  <fec.,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land;  and  upon  which 
question  the  ^en'.leman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Camp- 
bell] was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio,  resumed  the  remarks 
which  he  began  yesterday.  He  thought  that  while 
gentlemen  were  arranging  presidential  candidates, 
they  had  better  look  to  the  source  from  which 
they  would  obtain  votes.  Notwithstanding  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Breckinridge]  yesterday  in  reference  to  General 
Butler,  the  House  was  left  in  utter  darkness  as  to 
his  position  in  relation  to  the  CTeat  question  of  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands.  The  gentleman 
also  passed  a  high  culogium  upon  General  Cass, 
but  he  [Mr.  C]  would  appeal  to  any  of  the  friends 
of  that  distinguished  man  whether,  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  political  contest  for  the  Presi- 
dency in  1848,  General  Cass  ever  gave  the  country 
to  understand  what  were  his  principles  and  feel- 
ings on  the  great  question  of  internal  improve- 
ments ?  When  upon  the  lake  shore  of  the  Ohio 
be  was  appealed  to,  and  his  attention  called  to 
the  disasters  to  commerce  and  the  immense  loss  of 
life  and  property  which  occurred  upon  the  West- 
ern waters,  the  only  answer  he  gave  was  *'  that 
the  noise  and  confusion  was  so  great  that  he  could 
not  be  heard."  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky announced  yesterday  that  General  Cass 
went  before  the  people,  making  known  his  princi- 
pletf  everywhere.  Again,  when  the  Northwest, 
driven  almost  to  desperation  by  the  refusal  of  the 
Genera]  Government  to  attend  to  the  improvement 
of  these  great  thoroughfares,  held  a  convention  at 
Chicago — not  a  convention  of  any  party,  but  a 
convention  of  all  classes  of  people — wnen  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Michigan  was  invited, cir- 
cumstances prevented  his  attending.  He  [Mr. 
Campbell]  was  never  able  to  ascertain  the  opin- 
ions of  General  Cass  or  General  Butler  upon  this 
question. 

He  remarked  yesterday  that  the  question  of  the 
disposition  of  the  public  domain  devolved  upon 
this  Congress,  for  it  was  well  understood  that  the 
General  Government  would  no  longer  regard  it  as 
a  source  of  revenue;  and  he  therefore  had/i  right 
to  demand  of  candidates  what  course  they  would 
pursue,  if  power  should  be  given  them,  upon  this 
question.  He  would  tell  gentlemen  who  were 
building  up  platforms  on  &e  subject  of  slavery, 
that  there  were  people  in  the  Northwest,  of  all 
political  parties,  who  intended  that  the  candidates 
should  make  themselves  perfectly  understood  on 
this  subject. 

He  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  imbodied  in 
the  bill  which  had  been  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  FMr.  Bissell,]  and  it  was  one  which 
addressed  itself  at  once  to  the  best  feeling  of  our 
nature.  It  provided  simply  tliat  there  should  be 
grants  of  puulic  land  made  to  all  the  States  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  found 
juid  sustain  hospitals  for  the  support  of  the  indi- 
gent insane.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  in  relation 
to  the  bill  under  consideratiodi,  by  which  they  were 
to  vote  a  farm  to  those  mo  were  not  able  to  buv. 
He  was  in  favor  of  this  to  some  extent;  but  ne 
held  it  first  to  be  their  duty  to  provide  homes  for 
that  class  of  persons  who  had  been  unfortunately 
deprived  of  their  reason. 

.  He  was  also  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  States  a 
reasonable  quantity  of  the  public  land,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  found  institutions  of  learning;  be- 
cause, if  they  were  to  place  any  faith  in  the  reason- 
ing of  that  document  which  lately  had  been  regarded 
as  one  of  consequence — he  meant  the  Farewell 
Address  of  the  Father  of  his  Country — they  were 
to  look  to  institutions  for  the  dissemination  of 
learning  as  the  surest  basis  upon  which  our  repub- 
lican structure  stands. 

He  Was  in  favor,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  prin- 


ciples of  the  bill  now  before  the  committee,  because 
he  believed  that  by  providing  the  means  by  which 
honest  poverty  might  be  able  to  sustain  itself,  they 
would  add  to  human  affections  and  promote  our 
national  wealth.  The  remainder  of  the  public 
lands  he  would  give  to  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. He  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  constitu- 
tional power  &f  Congress  to  donate  the  public  -land 
for  sucn  purposes,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  re- 
ferring to  the  inconsistency  of  the  Democratic  party 
on  the  question  of  internal  improvements. 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  Campbell's  speech.] 

Mr.  CHASTAIN  said  that  he  found  a  disposi- 
tion manifested  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  squan- 
der the  public  lands,  and  it  seemed  useless  to  at- 
tempt to  resist  it.  He  would  only  say  that  he 
would  vote  against  the  proposition  under  consider- 
ation, and  likewise  vote  against  all  propositions 
disposing  of  the  public  lanos  for  railroad  or  inter- 
nal improvement  purposes. 

He  then  referred  to  the  latitude  given  to  debate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  said  that  he  in- 
tended to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege,  which  he 
believed  was  recognised  by  the  rules,  of  discussing 
questions  other  than  those  pending  before  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  propose  to  vindicate  or  make 
an  attack  upon  any  of  the  aspirants  for  the  Presi- 
dency of  either  party ,  but  simply  desired  to  vindi- 
cate his  own  position  and  the  party  with  which 
he  was  now  acting — the  Union  party  of  Georgia. 

The  position  of  the  Union  party  of  his  State 
had  been  greatly  misunderstood  by  some,  and 
greatly  misrepresented  by  others;  and  he  now  pro- 
posed to  consider  the  causes  which  led  to  its  or- 
ganization, the  principles  upon  which  it  stood,  its 
past  action,  its  present  policy,  and  its  probable 
destiny.  His  object  was  to  put  the  Union  Demo- 
cracy right  before  the  country,  and  to  defend  them 
from  the  unjust  and  unfounded  charges  which  had 
been  so  freely  made  against  them. 

The  compromise  measures  of  the  laat  Concress 
were  passea  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party;  those  measures  had  gone  before  the 
country  for  approval  and  confirmation,  and  the 
Democratic  party,  by  an  overwhelming  majority, 
had  approved  and  sanctioned  them.  Without  in- 
tending to  disparag^e  the  claims  of  the  Whigs  who 
aided  m  the  adoption  of  these  measures,  he  felt 
authorized  to  repeat  that  the  compromise  was  a 
Democratic  measure,  based  upon  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  passed  by  Democratic  votes;  and  if  it 
entitled  its  supporters  to  any  praise  or  honor,  the 
Democratic  party  should  participate  in  the  greater 
portion  of  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  measure 
was  one  of  fraud  or  injury  to  any  portion  of  the 
Union,  the  responsibility  should  fall  upon  the  De- 
mocracy. If  he  should  be  asked  for  tne  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  his  assertion  thot  the  compro- 
mise was  a  Democratic  measure,  he  would  point 
to  the  records  of  the  last  Congress,  which  must 
forever  stand  as  an  unimpeachcible  witness  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  asserted.  The  compromise  was 
a  consummation  of  those  principles  which  our  re- 
publican fathers  and  the  Democratic  party  had 
always  maintained. 

When  the  compromise  had  become  the  law  of 
the  land,  the  question  of  acquiescence  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  and  it  became  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia  a  p(u*amount  question,  and  all  other 
political  questions  were  absorbed  in  the  considera- 
tion of  that  alone.  During  the  pendency  of  this 
subject  before  Congress,  there  baa  risen  up  a  spirit 
of  dfeep  and  bitter  opposition  to  the  principles  upon 
which  it  was  expected  the  question  would  be  set- 
tled, and  upon  which  it  was  ultimately  settled; 
and  threats  of  resistance  to  the  Government  and 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union  became  as  common  as 
household  words  with  those  whose  morbid  spirits 
brooded  over  the  destruction  of  the  Government 
with  almost  total  indifference. 

Before  the  final  action  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  compromise,  the  Southern-Rights  party 
was  formed,  whose  principles  were  set  forth  at  the 
Nashville  Convention.  Opposition  to  the  com- 
promise was  the  groundwork  of  its  action,  and  all 
its  efforts  were  directed  to  the  point  of  making  that 
opposition  effectual.  It  was  declared  in  one  of 
their  resolutions  that  all  the  evils  anticipated  by 
the  South  had  been  realized  by  the  passage  of  the 
compromise  measures.  They  proposed  to  reme- 
dy this  evil,  as  set  forth  in  a  resolution  of  the  con- 
vention, by  recommending  to  all  parties  in  the 
slaveholding  States  to  refuse  to  go  into  all  con- 
ventions whose  object  might  be  to  nominate  can- 
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didates  for  the  Presidency  and  VicePreMdeocy  of 
the  United  States,  under  any  party  denomimuioii 
whatever,  uptii  their  constitutional  rights  shooU 
be  secured.     This  was  aAer  the  passage  of  tin 
compromise  measures,  and  the  Souihem-Righu 
party  declared  that  they  would  not  ^  into  any 
conveiftion  until  their  constitutional  rights,  whicu 
they  asserted  had  been  lost  by  the  adoption  of  th« 
compromise,  should  be  restored.    Their  second 
remedy  was  a  call  for  a  Southern  Congress,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  have  been  to  arrest  future  ag^- 
sion  and   to  restore  those  constitutioQal  nj^hti 
which  they  said  they  lost  by  the  passage  of  the 
compromise;  and,  if  they  could  not  do  this,  to  pro- 
vide for  their  future  safety  and  independence. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  seemed  disposed  to  hold  the 
State-Rights  party  of  the  South  responsible  for  the 
Nashville  Convention,  and  for  all  that  was  said 
there.  He  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  vbb 
not  his  recollection  that  the  convention  was  gotten 
up  by  Whigs  and  Democrats  and  by  ^nuemcn 
who  were  now  State-Rights  men  ?  Had  it  escaped 
the  gentleman's  recollection  that  Judge  Wilham 
L.  Sharkey,  a  prominent  leAdin^  member  of  the 
Union  party,  was  the  first  President  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention !  If  any  harm  had  been  the 
result  of  that  convention,  no  hoped  it  would  be 
divided  between  its  political  favorers. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN  replied  that  the  convention 
was  eotten  up  as  the  gentleman  had  said;  but  he 
would  remark  that  so  soon  as  the  convention  pro- 
mulgated its  doctrines,  and  showed  that  they  were 
determined  to  go  against  the  Union,  then  the 
Union  Democratic  party  left. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  desired  to  knov 
whether  it  was  not  within  the  recollection  of  the 
gentleman  that  the  Nashville  convention  was  d^ 
nounced  before  its  first  meeting,  before  its  first 
organization,  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  has 
since  been  denounced,  by  the  National  Tntelli^n- 
cer,  published  in  this  city — denounced  as  a  tret- 
sonaole  organization,  ana  so  denounced  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  throuerhout  the  country' 
All  the  members  of  the  Union  party  now  joined 
in  this  denunciation,  which  was  commenced  by 
the  Intelligencer  and  other  papers. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN  said  that  he  did  nft  see  as 
clear  as  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer,  who  might 
have  seen  the  evfl  brewing  even  in  anticipation  of 
the  assembling  of  the  convention,  but  he  did  not 
see  it  until  the  convention  showed  its  hand. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that  he  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Nashville  Convention,  and  had  nothiDg  to  do 
with  getting  it  up,  and  had  no  responsibility  on 
account  of  its  action.  Now,  he  would  ask  the 
gentlemen  if  he  could  say  as  much?  Did  he  not, 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  hare 
something  to  do  with  getting  up  the  convention? 

Mr.  CHASTAIN  replied  that  he  was  not  t 
member  of  tlie  Georgia  Legislature.  He  wm, 
however,  a  member  of  the  Georgia  ConventioD 
which  repudiated  the  doctrines  promulg[atedJ)y  the 
Nashville  Convention,  and  he  gloried  m  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Do  I  understand  the  ffeBtl^ 
man  to  say  that  he  did  not  vote  to  send  delegates 
to  the  Nashville  Convention. > 

Mr.  CHASTAIN.  I  did  not  vo^  to  send  de^^ 
gates  to  that  convention. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  nomination  of  Mr 
McDonald,  who  was  President  of  the  NashriHe 
Convention ,  as  Governor  of  Georgia  by  the  South- 
em-Rights  party.  He  said  that  this  was  the  party 
which  professed  and  claimed  to  be  the  Democrauc 
party  of  Georgia,  and  he  and  nil  other  Union 
Democrats  in  his  State  who  refused  to  unite  m 
this  organization  had  been  held  to  be  deserters 
from  the  Democratic  faith,  and  responsible  for  th* 
disorganization  of  the  DemocraUc  party  of  th' 
State.  Now,  he  would  ask  national  Democriiti, 
both  of  the  North  and  South,  who  gave  lhe;r 
votes  and  voices  to  the  salvation  of  the  counuy 
in  that  dark  and  momentous  hour  of  our  h'^J*"?' 
those  who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
Union  Democrats  of  Georgia;  who  voted  for  the 
compromise,  and  in  so  doing  s«id  to  the  country 
«•  Peace,  be  stiU"— he  would  ask  them  whether 
they  were  right  or  wrong  in  resisting  this  disor- 
ganizing movement,  whidi  was  sowing  broadcwi 
in  our  land  the  seed  of  discontent,  and  uJumWT 
disunion  >  Were  they  deserters  in  giring  sappon 
to  those  measures  which  received  the  votes  oia 
majority  of  the  party,  and  which  had  «n^^ 
sanctioned  by  more  than  twd  thirds  of  the  D«woe- 
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racy  ?  Were  they  deserters  in  refusing  assent  to 
the  principles  of  the  Nashville  Convention,  and 
in  refusing  to  unite  in  its  recommendation  not  to 
go  into  any  National  Convention  under  any  peu-ty 
name  whatever,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
candidates  for  the  next  Presidency.^  But  this 
self-styled  Democratic  party,  which  censured  the 
Union  Democrats  for  saying  that  they  would  so 
into  Convention,  now  asserted  that  they  were  the 
true  Democracy,  and  that  nobody  else  but  they 
had  the  right  to  assemble  in  National  Convention. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  platform  of  the  G^eor- 
pa.  Union  party,  which  he  said  had  determined, 
py  a  large  majority,  to  acquiesce  in  the  compro- 
mise  measures.  Although  thev  did  not  concur  in 
the  whole  of  them,  yet  they  had  determined  to 
abide  by  them  as  the  settlement  of  the  slavery 
question.  This  they  proposed  to  do  in  good  faith, 
and  it  was  what  they  expected  and  required  from 
other  parts  of  the  country.  The  fin^ity  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  compromise  in  all  its  parts 
is  and  w&s  the  (Georgia  platform.  They  intended 
to  hold  these  principles  to  the  end,  and  invited  all 
to  their  cooperation  who  desired  to  unite  to  put 
down  further  agitation,  and  who  desired  to  secure 
constitutional  rights  to  their  section  of  the  coun- 
try. He  had  no  hesitation  in  making  the  declara- 
tion that  there  was  no  measure  which  the  Geor^ 
Union  Democratic  party  supported,  nor  any  pnn- 
ciple  which  they  advocated,  which  was  not  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  well-settled  doctrines  of 
national  Democracy. 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  Chastain's  speech.] 

Mr.  OLDS  said  that  the  Democratic  party 
throughout  the  United  States  looked  with  no  or- 
dinary anxiety  to  the  result  which  shall  be  an- 
nounced through  the  ballot-box  at  the  next  presi- 
dential election.  He  wished  to  send  fortn  his 
warning  voice  to  the  Democracy  of  the  country, 
and  call  their  attention  to  the  exhilntions  which 
had  taken  place  here,  which  proclaimed  to  the 
people  of  the  country  that  the  Democratic  party — 
that  party  to  which  they  were  looking  for  success 
and  a  maintenance  of  the  present  form  of  Grovern- 
ment — ^was  in  danger  of  being  divided.  Such  had 
been  the  result  that  the  organ  of  the  Adminstra- 
tion  had  grown  very  bold,  and  proclaimed  to  the 
world  that  the  Administration  feared  not  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  country;  for  that  party  was  so, 
divided  that  they  could  not  pass  a  single  resolution 
condemning  a  single  measureof  the  Administration . 
The  organ  had  grown  bold  in  what  it  had  seen  to 
be  the  divided  counsels  of  the  Democratic  party. 
if  they  were  to  understand  the  organ  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, notwithstanding  this  bad  been  a  cor- 
rupt Administration,  notwithstanding  it  had  run 
riot  with  the  public  money,  yet  they  were  casting 
into  their  teetn  the  assertion  that  the  Democratic 
partv  was  divided,  and  could  not  pass  a  resolution 
oonaemning  one  single  act  of  the  Adniinistrstion. 
The  responsibility  rested  upon  the  Democratic 
party;  for  whenever  a  resolution  was  introduced 
eonoemning  a  single  measure  of  the  Administra- 
tion,  some  prominent  member  of  the  Democratic 
party  had  been-  found  to  defend  the  Administra- 
tion. 

He  did  not  propose  to  express  a  preference  for 
this  candidate  or  that  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that,  amonnt  all 
the  prominent  gentlemen  whose  names  haa  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, there  was  not  one  whom  he  would  not  infi- 
nitdy  prefer  to  the  best  Whig  in  the  country.  He 
did  not. wish  to  see  prominent  men  of  his  party 
pl£«ed  in  such  a  position  that  when  a  nomination 
■honld  be  made,  it  could  be  said  that  this  promi- 
nent Democrat  had  said  this  or  that  of  their  can- 
didate. He  did  not  wish  to  be  compelled  to  defend 
the  candidate  of  the  convention  to  assemble  in 
June  from  any  assertions  made  by  members  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  heard  with  pleasure  the 
remarks  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
B&BCKiKiunoB]  m  reference  to  General  Butler; 
and  if  that  gentleman  should  receive  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Democratic  party,  he  should  be  most 
^ppy  to  defend  him  against  the  attacks  of  the 
whig  party.  If  Mr.  Douolas  should  receive  the 
nomination,  he  should  be  iust  as  happy  to  battle 
In  his  behalf;  or  if  General  Cass  shoula  be  nomi- 
nated, he  should  be  as  happy  to  do  battle  under 
his  banner. 

Voices.    What  about  Mr.  Buchanan  ? 

Mr.  OLDS  said,  that  if  any  distinguished  gen- 
tlaman  who  had  been  naroea  in  connection  with 


the  Presidency  should  receive  the  nomination  of 
the  Baltimore  Convention,  he  would  bemosthappy 
to  do  battle  under  his  flag. 

Mr.  0.  then  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  in 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  Democratic  party 
on  the  question  of  internal  improvements,  and  de- 
nied that  Greneral  Cass's  opinions  were  unknown 
on  that  subject,  referring  his  colleague  to  the  votes 
of  that  gentleman  on  the  subject.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact,  which  stood  ' 
out  in  bold  relief,  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
clamors  for  reform,  and  that  Administration  had 
succeeded  Administration,  yet  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  had  increased  enormously  year  after 
year;  and  so  long  as  the  National  Treasury  should 
be  replenished  from  such  sources  as  revenues  from 
the  public  lands,  just  so  long  could  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  country  run  riot  with  the  public 
money.  He  spoke  of  the  reform  advocated  by  the 
Whi^  party;  and  in  contradistinction  to  this,  re- 
ferred to  the  Gralphinisms,  Chickasawisms,  Gardi- 
nerisms,  dbc.,  connected  with  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. He  then  advocated  the  bill  before  the 
committee,  and  was  in  favor  of  ^ving  the  land  to 
actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities. 

Mr.  Ou>9*  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the 
floor. 

M.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  allow  roe  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 
I  wish  to  ofl*er  it  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
that  it  may  be  discussed  along  with  the  general 
proposition. 

Mr.  DAVIS  yielded  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BROWN  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

A  bill  to  perpetuate  preemption  to  actual  settlert  on  the 

Sublic  laods. 
encUe  and  Hou$e  of  RepreteiUa- 
Hve$ofthe  United  State*  qfjSmerica  in  Congress  assem- 
bledy  That  the  laws  now  in  force,  sranting  pre^iinption  to 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  snail  continue  until  oth- 
erwise ordered  by  Coiuress,  and  that  the  same  be  extended 
to  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  3.  Jind  be  U  further  enactedy  That  from  and  after 
the  paftsage  of  this  act,  the  rights  of  pre^mptors  shall  be 
perpetuated :  that  is  to  say,  persons  acquiring  the  rt^t  of 
preemption  shall  retain  the  same  without  disturbance,  and 
without  payment  of  any  kind  to  the  United  States,  but  on 
these  couditions :  First.  The  prei^mptor  shall  not  sell,  alien- 
ate, or  dispose  of  his  or  her  right  for  a  consideration ;  and  if 
he  or  she  voluntarily  abandons  one  preemption  and  claims 
another,  no  right  shall  be  acttuired  by  such  claim  until  the 
claimant  shall  first  have  testified,  under  oath,  before  the 
register  of  the  land  office  when  the  claim  is  preferred,  that 
he  or  she  has  voluntarily  abandoned  his  or  her  original 
preSmpUon,  and  that  no  consideration,  reward,  or  payment 
of  any  kind  has  been  received,  or  is  expected,  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  an  inducement  for  such  abandouraent;  and 
any  person  who  shall  testify  lUsely  in  Kuch  case  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  perjury.  Second.  Any  person  claiming 
and  holding  the  right  of  preemption  to  lands  under  this  act, 
may  be  required  by  the  State  tvittiln  which  the  same  lies  to 
pay  taxes  thereon,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  if  he  or  she  owned  the  said  laud  in  fee  simple ;  and 
in  case  such  lands  are  sold  for  taxes,  the  purchaser  shall 
aequire  the  right  of  preemption  only.  Third.  Absence  of 
the  preeroptor  and  his  family  for  six  consecutive  months 
shall  be  deemed  an  abandonment,  and  the  land  shall,  in 
such  case,  revert  to  the  United  States,  and  be  subject  to  the 
same  disposition  as  other  public  lands. 

Sao.  3.  Jtnd  btU further  enadedy  That  lands  preempted, 
and  the  improvements  thereon,  shall  not  be  subject  to  exe- 
cution sale  or  other  sale  for  debi ;  and  all  contracts  made  in 
reflsrence  thereto,  intended  in  anywise  to  alienate  the  right, 
or  to  embarrass  or  disturb  the  preeraptor  in  his  or  her  occu- 
pancy, shall  be  abaolutely  aull  and  void. 

Sec.  4.  .And  be  it  further  enaHedy  That  the  prefimptor 
may  at  any  time,  at  his  or  her  discretion,  enter  the  lands  pre- 
empted by  paying  therefor  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  United 
States  $1  25  per  acre. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaHed,  That  in  case  of  the 
preemptor's  death,  if  a  married  man,  his  right  shall  survive 
to  his  widow  and  infant  children,  but  ttie  riglits  of  the  older 
children  shall  cease  as  they  respectively  come  of  age,  or 
when  they  shall  reach  the  age  of  twenty-one  y^rs.  In  all 
cases  the  riaht  of  preemption  shall  remain  in  the  young<»t 
child.  And  in  case  of  the  death  of  both  Ikther  and  mother, 
leaving  an  infant  child  or  children,  the  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  guardian,  may,  upon  sabmitiing  satisfactory  proof 
of  that  foct  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  proper  land 
office,  demand  a  cerUflcata  of  title  to  the  lands  so  pre- 
empted for  the  benefit  of  said  infant  child  or  children,  and 
may  thereafter  sell  said  lands,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  infant  child  or  children  aforesaid. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  With  the  permission  of  my 
colleague,  I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate  \ 
by  the  hanos  of  their  Secretary,  Asburt  Dick- 
ins,  Es^.]  , 

ASSIGNABIUTT  OF  LAND  WARRANTS.         ; 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate,  * 
by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dickins,  their  Secretary,  in-  I 
forming  the  House  that  that  body  had  insisted  { 


upon  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House  to  the  bill  providing  for  the  assignability 
of  bounty  land  warrants,  and  had  agreed  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  House;  and  Uiat  they  had 
appointed  Messrs.  Felch,  Shields,  and  Smith, 
as  manaffers  on  their  part.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  tellers  upon  the 
motion  that  the  committee  rise;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  Messrs.  CHAKDLBRand  Frkbman  were 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  being — 
ayes  87,  a  further  count  was  not  insisted  upon. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly ,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union  gen- 
erally under  consideration,  and  particualarly  the 
special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7,  to  encour- 
age agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  it  be  in  order  for  me  to 
make  a  motion  now,  I  will  ask  the  House  to  cTear 
the  Speaker's  table  of  th^  bills  and  communica- 
tions which  are  there. 

Mr.  MASON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  give 
way  that  me  may  dispose  of  a  few  bills. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  when 
the  House  adjourn^,  it  adjourns  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Nfr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  the  motion  to 
adjourn  until  to-morrow  or  Monday  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  motion  to  adjourn 
until  to  morrow. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  anirmative. 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m. 


PETITrONS,  ate. 
The  followinf  petitions,  memorials,  Itc.  were  prencntep 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  petition  of  citiaens  of  Wyandott 
county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  to  amend  the  bounty 
land  law  as  to  make  equal  provision  for  the  widows  of  de- 
ceased military  officers  and  soldiers,  whether  married  or 
unmarried. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  56  citizens  of  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  against  the  eitension  of  the  patent  of  Woodworth's 
planinK  machine. 

By  Mr.  600DEN0W :  The  remonstrance  of  Benjamin 
Allen  and  49  others,  ciUzens  of  Franklin  county,  Maine, 
against  the  renewal  of  the  patent  granted  to  Austin  ana 
Zebulon  Parker  for  alleged  improvements  in  reaction  water- 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  Tbepetitionof  the  heirs  of  James  Rue- 
sell,  of  Cape  Girardeau  county,  Missouri,  praying  Congress 
to  confirm  a  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  said  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Byrd,  prajring  Congress  to  con- 
firm a  title  to  land  in  the  same  county. 

By  Mr.  CONGER :  The  petition  of  John  Burt  and  others, 
for  die  establishment  of  mail  routes — 

1st.  From  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  by  way  of  Grand  Island,  to 
Marquette,  in  the  county  of  Marquette,  Michigan. 

2d.  From  Navarino,  or  .Green  Bay,  Wiscoiwin,  by  way 
of  Little  Bay  de  Noquet,  to  Marquette. 

3d.  From  Marquette,  by  way  of  Le  Aunse,  Houghton 
county,  to  Eacle  River. 

4th.  From  Le  Aunse  to  Ontonagon,  Ontonagon  county, 
Michigan,  and  thence  to  La  Point  and  Fond  Du  Lac,  in 
Minnesota  Territoiy. 

By  Mr.  APPLfiTON,  of  Massachusetts :  The  petition  of 
Thomas  B.  Curtis  and  others,  citizens  of  MasRAChusetts, 
praying  that  ftirthcr  aid  be  granted  by  Congress  for  the  sup- 
port of  Uie  Collins*  line  of  steamert. 

By  Mr.  CURTIS :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  CInrion 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  modification  of  tbe 
Uirifforl846. 

Also,  one  of  like  import  from  the  county  of  Lawrence, 
Pennsylvania. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Crawfhrd  and  Warren 
counties,  Pennsylvania,  for  tfieestabUshment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Titusville,  via  Enterprise  and  Youngsville,  to  Sugar 
Grove,  Warren  county. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  remonstrance  of  citizens  of 
Oswegu  county,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of  the 
Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania :  Three  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  an  oxtemdon  of  the 
Woodworth  patent. 

Also,  memorials  of  citizens  of  Delaware  county,  and  of 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  an  amendment  of 
tbe  bmmty  land  act  of  1850. 

By  Mr.  FLOYD  :  The  petition  of  residents  of  Port  Jef- 
ferson, that  Port  Jefi^erKon  be  made  a  port  of  delivery. 

By  Mr.  DURKEE:  The  remonstnuice  of  H.  F.  Cor" 
and  957  others,  of  tlie  county  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  against 
the  renewal  or  Woodwortli's  patent. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  Sarah 
Smith,  widow  of  Cornelius  Smith,  late  a  sergeant  in  the 
United  States  Army,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania :  Retolutions  of  th 
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Leeivlature  of  Pennirlvani^  relative  to  the  bridge  over  tlie 
Ohio  river,  oppodte  Wbeelinf . 

Also,  tbe  petlijoa  of  John  u.  Fox,  askinf  compensation 
for  naval  terviceu  in  tlic  year  1846. 

By  Mr.  MACE  :  The  memorial  of  Vincent  Virgin,  of 
Warren  county,  Indiana,  a<kiog  additional  pay  (br  taking 
the  cenf  us. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN :  Tbe  memorial  of  a  convention  com- 
posed of  delegate*  fVom  the  couatiea  of  Clark,  Coles.  Moul- 
trie, and  Macou,  in  tbe  State  of  Illinois,  aMembled  at 
Charleston  on  the23d  of  February,  1852,  for  the  purpow  of 
constructing  a  railroad  from  Terre  Haute  to  tbe  Misnssippi 
river,  with  a  branch  from  Marshall,  tbrougli  Cbarieston 
and  Sullivan,  to  Decatur,  in  Macon  county,  thereby  iup- 
p'ying  the  necessary  links  in  tbe  Mississippi  and  Atlantic 
railroad,  and  In  tbe  railroad  connection  between  Terre 
Haute,  in  tbe  State  of  Indiana,  and  St.  Joseph,  in  tbe  State 
of  Missouri,  and  contemplating  a  continuation  of  railroad 
connection  to  the  Paciftc,  which  said  memorial  prays  a 
frmnt  of  tbe  right  of  way  and  alternate  sections  of  land  to 
Aid  in  tbe  construction  of  railroads. 

By  Mr.  HENN  :  The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at 
Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  county,  Iowa,  recommending  a 
land  office  at  tlint  place. 

By  Mr.  HARPKR.-.The  memorial  of  J.  V.  Cusbing  and 
IQri  others,  citiaensof  tbe  county  of  Muskingum,  Ohio,  and 
tbe  memorial  of  John  Hawes  and  138  others,  citizens  of 
the  same  county,  praying  for  the  estaMi^ment  of  tbe 
bridges  of  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge  Company  as 

Eost  roads,  and  that  said  bridges  remain  at  their  present 
eight,  kc. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  A  petition  signed  by  Oeoige  Lan- 
dell,  Joseph  M.  Ritteraon,  S.  Duffield,  C.  Fortner,  and  79 
others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  against  tbe 
renewal  or  extension  of  tiie  Woodworth  patent  for  plan- 
ing boards,  Ite.  They  st'Ue  that  tbe  patentee  has  enjoyed 
the  benefit  from  IHSH,  which  will  continue,  by  act  of  Con- 
fress,  until  the  year  1856,  and  that  a  further  extension 
wsnld  be  injurious  to  the  public  interests. 

AIM,  the  petition  of  Thomas  Wilson  and  56  others,  citi- 
sens  of  the  countv  of  Philadelphia,  asking  fbr  an  extension 
of  tbe  Woodworth  patent  for  a  planing  machine. 

Also,  on  the  same  subject,  tbe  p«>tition  of  Alfred  S.  Price 
and  91  otiiers,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Also,  on  tbe  same  subject,  tbe  petition  of  Samuel  Wil- 
son, and  44  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia  county. 

Also,  on  tbe  same  suMect,  the  petition  of  F.  Engleman 
and  63  others,  citizens  of  Pbiladelpbta  county. 

Also,  thepetitiouof  John  Stattmon,  Reuben  Sands,  and  33 
others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Con- 

fress  to  so  modify  the  bounty  land  act  of  September  38. 
850,  as  to  give  those  intended  to  be  benefited  by  said 
act,  and  seamen  and  marines  who  served  in  said  wars,  not 
leas  than  160  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  John  Windall,  and 
3S  others,  citizens  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  establish  a  mail  route  from  Bainbridge,  in  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  to  Waveriy,  in  Pike  county,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  Letters  fVom  Montgomery  It 
Neall,  Edward  W.  Cavenaugh,  Joseph  S.  Snowden,  Joseph 
T.  Bailey,  Cbaries  Cramer,  and  A.  L.  Raymond,  citizens 
of  tbe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing 
boards,  k/C. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  C.  Hancock,  Creorge  Ireland, 
William  O.  Ireland,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent  for  planing  boards,  lie. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B.  Henderson,  Jacob  M. 
Whartaoby,  Georte  T.  Sorber,  and  others,  residents  of 
Gennantown,  In  the  county  of  PbUadelpbia,  praying  that 
160  acres  of  land  may  be  gianted  tp  tbe  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  1819,  &c. 

By  Mr.  600DEN0W :  The  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Clapp 
and  others,  assistant  marshals  of  Maine,  asking  additional 
compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  B  ARRERE :  The  petition  of  numerous  citizens 
•f  Highland  county,  Ohio,  praving  for  the  construction  of  a 
ahip-canal  around  the  Falls  or  the  St.  Mary's  river,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  RIDDLE:  Joint  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Represenutivesof  the  Sute  of  Delaware,  upon  the 
Mlowinc  sunjects : 

1st.  The  breakwater  and  harbors  in  the  Delaware  bay 
and  river. 

9d.  The  fortification  upon  the  Pea  Patch  Island  or  Fort 
Delaware. 

3d.  The  custom  house  in  thA  Delaware  district. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade,  of  Wilmington, 

K raying  Cengress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  a  custom- 
ouse  in  tbe  Delaware  district. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  petition  of  56  citizens  of 
Oswego,  for  a  Marine  Hospital  at  Oswego,  New  York. 

Alsos  the  petition  of  183  citizens  of  the  port  of  Oswego, 
New  York,  for  the  same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  DOTY  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin, 
for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  cAnstruction  of  a  railroad 
from  Chicaffo  to  Fond  du  Lac  and  Lake  Superior. 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN :  The  memorial  of  Elijah  L.  Ham- 
lin and  389  others,  citizens  of<^angor,  Maine,  that  the  pcn- 
aion  laws  mav  be  extended  to  the  case  of  widows  of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers  who  were  married  subsequentiy  to  A.  D. 
1799. 

By  Mr.  CONGER :  Tha  memorial  of  die  Zilwaukie, 
Grand  Trnvers,  and  Mackinaw  Plank  Road  Company,  in 
Civor  of  granting  tbe  right  of  way  and  ceriain  pubuc  lands 
in  aid  of  the  conscraction  of  said  road. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdat,  March  6,  1853. 

Tke  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan.  ■ 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKER.    The  first  business  in  order  is 


upon  ordering  the  engrossed  bills  on  the  Speaker's 
table  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  move  that  we  take  up  the  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  182,  for  extending  the  time  tor  selling 
the  lands  granted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for 
teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Mr.  W.  said:  The  time  granted  by  the  law, 
which  passed  some  ten  years  ago,  in  wnich  to  dis- 
pose or  these  lands,  will  expire  on  the  first  of  next 
month.  The  lands  have  been  all  disposed  of  ex- 
cept some  refuse  lands  lying  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida. The  trustees  of  the  institution  have  made 
exertions  to  dispose  of  these  lands,  but  have  failed 
to  do  it.  They  desire  an  extension  of  five  years, 
and  1  hope  the  House  will  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  surest  that  we  shall  this 
morning  take  up  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  dispose  of  the  private  bills  which  are 
there. 

Mr.  WARD.  The  bUl  I  wish  to  take  up  will 
not  occupy  mere  than  five  minutes. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  very  true;  but  if 
we  take  up  the  bills  in  their  order,  we  will  reach 
it  in  less  ume  than  that.  These  bills  have  all  to 
be  referred;  and  I  ask,  if  there  be  no  objection, 
that  it  shoiUd  be  done  this  morning. 

Mr.  WA  RD.     Does  the  gentleman  object  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman's motion. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BE  ALE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  which 
shall  not  consume  much  of  the  time  of  the  House. 

There  being  no  objection,  Mr.  B.  said:  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Campbkll]  yesterday 
made  an  observation  that  none  or  but  few  Demo- 
crats had  refused  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  of 
overflowed  lands  of  the  Mississippi,  by  the  act 
passed  the  last  session^  of  Congress.  1  responded 
to  him,  that  I  did  not  so  vote.  He  said  that  he 
had  the  Journal  before  him,  and  my  name  was  re- 
corded for  the  passage  ef  that  law.  In  examining 
the  Journal,  I  find  that  to  be  the  case.  Now,  1 
declare  that  the  whole  drift  of  my  feelings,  my  in- 
ward sentiments,  my  open  declarations,  and  my 
repeated  conversations  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere, 
were  in  hostility  to  that  bill.  I  went  home  and 
denounced  that  bill  as  part  find  parcel  of  a  system 
to  vote  away  the  public  lands  to  the  Western 
States,  which  belonged  to  all  tlie  people  of  the 
Confederacy.  And  1  ask  if  I  am  to  be  supposed 
so  inconsistent  as  this  conduct  would  show  me  to 
be.  There  is  an  error  in  the  Journal;  and  if  a 
dozen  men  should  get  up  now  and  declare  that  I 
voted  for  that  bill  at  all,  I  say  that  the  probability 
is  that  I  misconceived  the  question  and  voted  in 
mistake.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  who  roomed 
with  me  the  greater  portion  of  two  years  during 
the  last  Congress,  to  say  whether  my  sentiments 
were  not  sucn  as  I  now  declare  them  to  be. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  respond  with 
pleasure  to  the  call  made  upon  me  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bbalb.]  The  eentle- 
man  and  mysdf  roomed  at  the  same  house  during 
the  last  Congress,  for  the  greater  portion  of  the 
whole  session.  I  recollect  to  have  had  very  fre- 
quent conversations  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bcale]  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disposition  of  the  public  domain.  We  differed 
in  relation  to  some  of  the  propositions  which 
were  pending  before  this  House.  I  recollect  that 
he  expressed  very  frequently  to  me  his  fixed  and 
settlea  hostility  to  this  proposition  to  give  to  Ar- 
kansas and  other  States  the  overflowed  lands. 
He  was  also  hostile  to  the  bounty  land  bill.  J 
recollect,  from  frequeniconversations,  that  this  was 
his  position  during  last  Congress,  I  have  no  rec- 
ollection, however,  as  to  how  he  voted  upon  the 
bill  in  question. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Ohio.  I  should  disUke 
very  much  to  put  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia  [Mr.  Bealc]  or  any  otner  member  of 
this  House,  whethera  political  friend  or  opponent, 
in  a  false  position.  I  referred  to  the  Journal,  and 
stated  in  general  terms  what  was  the  vote  of  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  House  upon  that  question. 
That  was  all.  I  do  not  understand  the  honorable 
gentleman  as  intimating  that  I  have  been  guilty  of 
any  improper  act  in  this  matter. 

Air.  UEALE.    By  no  means.  • 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  am  yery  happy  in  afford- 
ing him  an  opportunity  of  presenting  himself,  as 
far  as  he  may  now,  in  a  proper  position  in  relation 


to  this  matter.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  wiQ 
find  by  reference  to  the  vote  of  many  of  his  col- 
leagues, who  have  assumed  the  same  general  posi- 
tion in  relation 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  caU  the  genUeman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Campbell]  to  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  With  the  per- 
mission'of  the  House,  I  wish  to  say  a  single  vord 
in  relation  to  the  subject  now  before  us.  I  will 
say  by  suggestion  to  the  member  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Be  ALE,]  that  in  all  probability  if  he  would 
refer  to  the  original  Journal  he  might  find  hit 
name  there  correctly  recorded.  Mistakes  of  thii 
kind  have  occurred  to  me.  While  the  bill  vai 
pending  to  establish  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior, I  was  lying  in  my  room  sick,  and  remained 
there  until  it  was  discussed  and  passed.  Upon 
examination  of  the  Journal,  I  founa  that  my  name 
was  recorded  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  when  I 
was  at  home  sick.  I  merely  throw  this  out  bj 
way  of  suggestion,  to  show  that  mistakes  of  thu 
kind  occur;  and,  perhaps,  by  reference  to  the  ori* 
ginoX  Journal,  his  vote  may  be  found  recorded 
right. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  insist  upon  the  regular  or- 
der of  business. 

Withdrawal  of  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illioois, 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  cranted  to  withdraw  fton  tkt 
flies  of  the  House  the  pctiunn  and  papen  in  tlu*  c«m  d 
Jacob  Banta,  for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  tbe  Sraate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia, 

by  unanimous  consent, 

Ordtred^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Peonnu 
be  discharged  from  the  fbrther  consideration  of  tbe  petitioii 
of  Drusilla  Bukey,  and  diat  leave  be  granted  to  nithdn* 
the  papers  in  said  case  for  the  purpose  of  reference  lo  oat 
of  the  Executive  Departments. 

RUFUS  DWINEL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  npoi 
ordering  Senate  bill  No.  88,  fortherelief  of  Rufu 
Dwinel,  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
the  bill  is  about.  It  is  to  pay  a  considerable  amoont 
of  money. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  The  bill  has  been  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  all  the  facts  in 
regard  to  it  were  elicited ;  and  it  was  reported  witk 
,a  recommendation  to  the  House  that  it  do  past. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
state  what  the  character  of  the  bill  is  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER.  It  is  a  Senate  bill,  and  the  re- 
port can  be  read  if  necessary. 

The  bill  was  then  read.  It  proTides  indemnity 
to  Rufus  Dwinel  for  the  violation  of  his  coatract 
by  the  Post  Office  Department  forcarrying  a  daiJj 
mail. 

Mr.  AVERETT.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  a  question  of  the  chairman  or  the  Com* 
miUeeon  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  [Mr. 
Olds,]  as  to  the  character  of  the  contract  madebjr 
the  Department  with  the  parties  here.  I  wiih  (o 
know  if  there  was  not  in  the  contract  an  exprea 
reservation  of  the  right  of  the  Department  to  le«en 
or  increase  the  service,  l>y  paying  to  the  coa* 
tractor  a  pro  rata  allowance  for  any  increase  or 
diminution  of  the  service.  This  is  an  important 
inquiry;  for  1  find,  in  regard  to  the  establishment 
of  post  offices  and  post  routes  and  the  change  oi 
transportation,  that  the  contractors  are  coming  in 
and  presenting  their  petitions  for  extra  eompefln* 
tion,  upon  the  cround  that  their  services  are  too 
onerous.  1  wish  to  know  if  there  is  not  an  ex- 
press reservation  to  determine  the  ri^ht  to  xary  the 
compensation  according  to  the  service  rendeitd. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  will  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Atii* 
ETT.]  In  all  the  present  contracu  made  by  the 
post  office  department  for  carrying  the  mails,  such 
a  reservation  as  that  he  has  named  is  made;  hut 
this  form  of  contract  is  of  recent  date.  In  all  fonner 
contracts  no  such  reservation  was  made,  and  w 
the  contract  upon  which  this  bill  is  predicaied,  no 
such  reservation  was  niade.  The  whole  argument 
of  this  case  consists  in  this  foct.  ^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Before  the  gentleman  pefses 
from  the  point  of  contract,  I  would  like  to  pro- 
pound a  question  to  him  also;  whether  at  the  date 
of  the  present  contract  the  law  did  not  itself  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  contract,  and  nuihonie  the 
Postmaster  General  either  to  curtail  the  temceor 
take  it  away  entirely,  and  if  that  law  did  ^^ 
the  contractor  also,  wherever  service  wu  itoppea 
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under  the  contract,  a  certain  extra  compensation 
of  one  or  two  months,  according  to  the  law  ?  Al- 
though it  may  not  be  in  the  body  of  the  contract, 
yet  such  was  the  law.  I  have  no  doubt  about  the 
fact;  the  law  constitutes  a  part  of  the  contract  in 
this  case.  I  desire  further  to  know  whether  the 
contractor  could  not  get  the  month's  extra  pay 
aAer  the  suspension  of  compensation  for  his  ser- 
Tices? 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
[Mr.  Houston,]  I  think,  mistakes  the  nature  of 
the  contract  upon  which  this  bill  is  predicated. 
The  law  is,  that  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  De- 
partment, it  becomes  necessary  to  suspend  a  con- 
tract of  the  character  made,  it  provides  for  the 
allowance  of  one  month's,  or  perhaps  three  monthPs 
extra  pay.  But  this  is  not  a  suspension  of  a  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail.  It  was  a  contract  to 
carry  a  daily  mail,  if  I  recollect  right,  from  cer- 
tain points.  The  Post  Office  Department  became 
embarrassed  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ry. This  contractor  was  a  specialfriend  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ry. The  Postmaster  General  sent  his  special 
agent,  Mr.  Brown,  to  this  gentleman,  and  re- 
quested him  to  consent  to  an  abatement  of  the  ser- 
vice— that  is,  carrying  the  mail  twice  a  week,  in- 
stead of  daily,  promising  him  that  if  he  kept  his 
stock  upon  the  road,  as  he  actually  did,  or  if  he 
made  sacrifices  in  disposing  of  his  stock  at  a  most 
unsaleable  season,  that  so  soon  as  the  temporary 
embarrassment  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
should  be  removed  that  he  should  be  relieved  and 
paid  the  full  price  of  his  contract,  or  full  remuner- 
ation for  all  losses  sustained  in  this  abatement  of 
service. 

This  gentleman  received  from  the  Department 
pro  rata  [>ay  for  the  service  performed  under  this 
pledge,  given  by  the  Department  to  pay  in  full, 
after  the  embarrassment  of  the  Deoartment  had 
been  removed.  When,  however,  Mr.  Kendall 
came  into  office,  he  held  these  contractors  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law.  There  was  no  evidence 
upon  the  books  of  the-Post  Office  Department  as 
a  matter  of  course  of  this  agreement  made  between 
O.  B.  Brown  and  this  contractor  for  carrying  the 
mail.  Mr.  Kendall  refused  to  make  any  allow- 
ance, but  held  him  to  receiving  his  pro  ro/a  pay, 
which  would  bring  this  contractor  some  $900  in 
debt  to  the  Department.  This  contractor  asked 
that  the  suit  should  be  commenced  against  him  for 
the  |900  in  the  United  States  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  Department  was  repre- 
sented by  the  District  Attorney.  The  evidence 
was  adduced,  and  0.  B.  Brown  was  put  upon  the 
stand,  and  testified  fully  that  he  had  oeen  author- 
ized by  Mr.  Barry  to  say  to  this  contractor  that 
he  should,  so  soon  as  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  removed, 
receive  his  full  compensation,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  his  contract.  Upon  the  evidence 
adduced  at  the  trial,  and  under  the  instruction  of 
the  court,  a  verdict  was  rendered;  and  upon  that 
verdict  this  bill  is  predicated.  It  does  not  allow 
the  interest  allowed  by  the  jury  on  the  trial  from 
1837  to  the  time  of  rendering  the  judgment;  but  it 
is  merely  for  tl^e  payment  of  the  money  which 
was  found  to  be  due  upon  the  trial,  and  to  which 
this  contractor,  under  the  express  arrangement 
between  him  and  Mr.  Brown,  was  entitled. 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  With  the  permission  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  I  wish  to  propound  this 
question :  Whether  this  contractor  receives,  by  the 
bill,  the  full  amount  that  he  would  have  received 
if  he  ha4  carried  the  mail  regularly  all  the  time  ? 

Mr.  OLDS.  He  did  not  get  paid  in  full;  but 
this  bill  provides  full  payment,  abating  the  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  With  the  permission  of  the 
chairman  on  the  Post  Office  and  Roads,  I  under- 
stand from  the  report  that  the  service  was  stopped 
entirely.  That  was  the  reason  why  I  propounded 
the  question  I  did.  The  report  says  that  the  ser- 
vice was  suspended. 

Mr.  OLDS.  You  have  mistaken  the  language 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  am  acquainted,  with 
this  case,  and  with  the  parties  to  it.  There  was, 
as  I  understand  it — I  may  be  mistaken,  but  1  think 
not-— a  suspension  of  the  service;  but  inasmuch  as 
that  could  not  be  done  by  the  contractor  without 
total  ruin  to  himself,  he  kept  the  route  going,  and 
I  believe,  in  reality,  carried  the  mail  for  the  whole 
time,  although  not  under  a  contract  with  the  G^ov- 


ernment.  He  did  this  upon  assurances  made  to 
him  by  Mr.  Brown,  that  when  the  Department 
should  be  disembarrassed,  they  would  pay  him 
The  Department  was  very  much  embarrassed  at 
t)ie  time,  and  found  it  necessary  to  make  the 
change. 

I  will  state  further,  that  in  order  to  enable  Col- 
onel Thomas  to  eo  on  with  the  contract,  he  bor- 
rowed money  of  this  petitioner,  Dwinel,and  other 
gentlemen  in  that  section,  and  he  was  in  fact  nearly 
ruined  by  reason  of  the  non-fulfillment  of  its  con- 
tract by  the  Government.  Mr.  Dwinel  receives, 
by  this  bill,  no  interest  upon  the  money  which  he 
has  advanced  for  this  object;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  non-fulfillment  of  its  contract  by  the  Grov- 
ernment,  the  original  contractor  has  been  embar- 
rassed and  nearly  ruined.  It  is  a  very  just  case, 
and  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  its 
merits. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  following:  House  bills,  reported  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  without  amendment, 
were  then  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and  being  engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  viz: 

No.  139.  A  bill  to  authori^  the  issuing  of  a 
register  to  the  brig  America; 

No.  140.  A  bOl  for  the  relief  of  William  S. 
Payne; 

No.  142.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  registry  of  the 
brig  Kossuth;  and 

No.  148.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Smith. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing messages    heretofore  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Statesc 
7b  the  Houte  9/*  Rtmre$9ntativts : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
aentntivei  of  the  17Ui  ultimo,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report 
fVom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  a  report  fW>m  the  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasoiy  Department,  in  relation  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Prosper  M.  Wetmure.  late  navy  acent  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Wasbinoton,  March  4ih,  1853. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 

it  was 

Ordtredf  That  the  said  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

7b  the  SenaU  and 

House  0/  Revreieniativeeof  the  United  Statet: 

In  compliance  with  the  proriaons  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  of  August,  1m8,  I  transmit  to  that  body  the 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Commissioner  ad  interim  of 
the  United  States  at  Canton,  together  with  the  copy  of  cer- 
tain rules  and  regulations  ibr  masters,  officers,  and  seamen 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  free  ports 
of  China,  which  accompanied  said  dispatch,  and  which  are 
submitted  Ibr  the  revision  of  Congress. 

MILLARD  FILLMORE. 

Wabhikotoh,  March  4th,  1853. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York, 

it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  message  and  accompanying  doc- 
uments ,be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
printed. 

Also  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  asking  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  sal- 
ary of  D.  V.  Whitney,  Elsquire  while  acting  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico;  which  was  teferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment enclosing  a  conditional  cadet  appoint- 
ment for  Haider  B.  Lyon;  which  was  referred  to 
theproper  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
memorial,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Detroit  m  relation  to  the  Irish  patriots, 
O'Brien,  Mitchell,  and  others. 
^  Mr.  STUART.  I  move  that  that  communica- 
tion be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  I  move  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  without  printing. 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  and  print,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  communication  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

SENATE  BILLS  REFERRED. 
Senate  bill  No.  27,  being  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  notaries  public  to 
take  and  certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowl- 
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1  edgmenis  in  cw-tain  casm,''  was  ukf>n  from  the 
Speaker's  Uble,  read  a  first  and  ntrnuii  lUn^  Uy  )(g 

title,  and  rer<;rr«d  to  tlie  CommUi«(*  on  tli«>/M(ti- 
ciary. 

Senate  bill  No.  63,  being  an  act  to  grant  to  tli« 
city  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  land  htrttofort^  re- 
served between  that  city  and  the  Mississippi  river, 
was  next  taken  up  and  rood  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  now  be 
put  upon  its  passage.  It  concerns  only  ifie  people 
of  the  town  of  Burlington.  Beyond  the  original 
line  of  the  town,  between  the  town  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi, there  is  a  strip  of  land  reserved  which 
has  become  greater  by  accretions.  The  people  of 
that  citv  now  ask  that  they  may  have  leave  to  sell 
the  lana.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
bill,  and  I  presume  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
will  object  to  it. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  tell  us  how  much  land  it  is  proposed  to  grant? 

Mr.  CLARK.    The  quantity  is  very  small  in- 

Mr.  FOWLER.    A  thousand  acres? 

Mr.  CLARK.  Not  half  of  that  I  presume.  K 
is  a  mere  local  question  in  which  no  one  has  any 
interest  except  the  people  of  that  city. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  think  bills  of  this 
character  ought  first  to  go  to  committees.  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was    - 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM  IN  KENTUCKF. 

Senate  bill  No.  182,  being  an  act  to  extend  the 
time  for  selling  the  lands  granted  to  the  Kentucky 
Asylum  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  was 
taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  WARD.  I  desire  to  have  that  bill  acted 
upon  immediately.  The  limitations  upon  that 
grant,  provide  that  it  shall  revert  back  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  unless  disposed  of  sometime 
during  the  present  month.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be 
acted  upon  andpassed  immediatelv.  The  trustees 
of  that  institution  have  attempteci  to  sell  the  land, 
but  have  failed  to  do  it. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  move  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I 
will  state  that  the  grant  of  land,  the  time  for  the  sale 
of  which  this  bill  proposes  to  extend,  was  made  to 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  in  the  State  ofKen- 
tucky,  in  the  year  1826.  They  have  had  from 
that  time  to  this  to  sell  the  land,  but  they  have  not 
done  it;  and  they  hold  them  to  the  detriment  of 
the  people  of  my  own  State.  The  people  of  Flor- 
ida are  very  anxious  that  they  should  sell  them.  >j. 
The  Government  have  extended  the  time  for  selling 
the  lands,  for  five  years  and  ten  years  at  a  time, 
down  to  the  present  time.  As  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Florida,  I  protest  against  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  At  all  events,  I  hope  it  will  be  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committee,  and  be  properly 
considered,  before  the  House  take  any  final  action 
upon  it.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  ^ 

Mr.  WARD.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  pro- 
posed reference  will  not  be  acceded  to.  I  acknowl- 
edge that  the  grant  was  made  in  1826.  But  the 
failure  in  its  scue  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum.  The  grant  was  made  in  1826; 
but  in  the  mean  time,  Florida  was  in  a  condition 
that  no  one  was  willing  to  buy  lands  in  that  State; 
But  those  lands  have  now  become  somewhat  val-  - 
uable.  Now,  I  hope  and  trust  that  for  an  obiect 
of  charity  so  universally  acknowledged  as  tnat, 
no  member  of  this  House  will  refuse  to  vote  for 
the  passage — and  the  immediate  passage— of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  CABELL.  These  lands  have  been  held  by 
the  trustees  of  that  institution,  and  the  reason  why 
they  have  not  been  sold  is,  that  they  have  been 
hela  at  an  exorbitant  price.  They  have  held  them 
at  an  enormous  price,  while  the  people  of  Florida 
have  sold  their  own  lands  and  the  lands  of  the 
Gt>vemment  have  been  sold  at  half  the  price,  or  at 
least,  for  very  much  leA. 

But  it  is  not  stated  what  is  the  quantity  of  lands 
proposed  to  be  granted  by  the  bill;  yet,  the  House 
IS  asked  to  make  this  further  extension,  although 
it  has  already  extended  for  nearly  thirty  years. 
This  we  are  asked  to  do  without  any  informal  ton 
as  to  the  quantity  of  lands  involved  in  the  |  r*- 
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posed  extension,  or  as  to  the  time  which  it  has 
teen  already  extended.  I  protest a^nst  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  at  this  time,  and  most  earnestly 
hope  it  may  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  commit- 
tee, who  will  investigate  it,  ana  inquire  into  its 
expediency.  Then ,  if  they  find ,  after  a  full  io ves- 
tigation  into  the  interests  of  all  parties  concerned, 
it  expedient  to  pass  this  bill,  I  shall  make  no  fur- 
ther opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  MARS  HALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  am  some- 
what surprised  at  the  course  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  has  seen  fit  to  pursue  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  He  says  this  bill  does  not 
state  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  original 
grant.  Why,  sir,  when  that  grant  was  made,  it 
specified  the  number  of  acres;  and  it  seems  to  me 
it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  much  importance  whether 
the  number  be  stated  now  or  not. 

The  very  best  reason  why  the  grant  should  be 
further  extended,  is  that  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Florida,  to  wit:  that  the  holders  of  the  land 
want  to  sell  it  out  at  a  higher  price  than  the  people 
of  Florida  are  willing  to  pay.  Why,  the  people  of 
Florida  come  here  with  a  great  deal  of  disinterest- 
edness, as  it  seems  to  me,  through  their  Repre- 
sentative, and  undertake  to  force  a  ^nt  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  in  Kentucky  mto  market 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  get  it  at  a  lower 
price.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man fVom  Florida,  the  trustees  of  this  Asylum  are 
true  to  their  intecests,  to  hold  these  lands  at  such  a 
price  as  not  to  compete  with  the  lands  in  the  pos- 
session of  Florida  around  them.  I  can  conceive 
no  reason  why  this  bill  should  be  referred,  or  why 
it  should  not  pass  immediately. 

Mr.  CABELL.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky will  allow  me,  I  have  only  stated  this: 
we  do  not  ask  these  people  to  hold  their  lands  upon 
the  same  terms  witn  the  people  of  Florida;  we 
only  ask  that  they  should  sell  them  for  what  they 
are  worth.  We  do  not  ask  them  to  sell  them  for 
less  than  their  value,  but  only  to  sell  them  at  a 
fair  price. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  ask  if  it  is  the  custom 
in  Florida  to  compel  people  to  sell  their  lands  at 
whatever  price  the  purchaser  may  choose  to  give 
for  them  ? 

Mr.  CABELL.  This  was  a  mere  gratuity 
upon  the  part  of  the  Government;  and  it  mis  been 
against  the  policy  of  this  Government,  as  has  been 
proclaimed  m  speeches  upon  this  floor,  from  time 
to  tinM,  to  aid  corporations  who  hold  large  bodies 
of  land  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  settlement. 
It  is  against  that  which  I  protest.  It  is  against 
this  corporation  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  hold- 
ing, I  think,  some  40,000  acres  of  land,  granted 
to  them  in  the  Stale  of  Florida.  They  will  not 
sell  the  lands,  they  say,  because  they  cannut  get 
the  price  they  want  for  them,  and  yet  they  will 
not  hold  th^m  at  a  reasonable  price,  or  at  the  price 
at  which  other  people  are  selling  their  Knds. 
They  are  asking  us  to  keep  settlers  from  settling 
upon  these  lands.    It  is  that  to  which  I  object. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  these  people  asked 
more  for  their  lands  than  they  were  worth,  or 
more  than  they  con%dered  them  worth,  they 
would  be  the  most  curious  proprietors  ever  seen 
in  this  country. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  this 
grant  was  made  in  1826. 

Mr.  CABELL.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  WeU,  I  think  in  justice  to 
Florida,  this  company  ought  to  have  disposed  of 
its  lands  before  this  time.  They  might  have  been 
settled  in  the  thirty-odd  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  that  time.  I  do  not  know  at  what  price 
they  are  held  now,  or  at  what  price  they  nave 
been  held,  but  I  am  verv  sure  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky might  have  sold  tnem,  and  realized  some- 
thing from  them. 

ftfr.  MARSHALL.  The  State  of  Kentucky 
has  nothing  to  do  with  them .  They  were  granted 
to  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  that  State;  and  gentlemen 
certainly  do  not  desire  to  make  that  asylum  part 
with  their  lands,  without  proper  consideration,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Florida. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  The  deaf  and  dumb  asylum 
have  had  already  twenty-six  years;  and  if  this  bill 
shall  pass  giving  this  extension  for  five  years,  ap- 
phcation  will  be  made  to  extend  the  time  five 
years  longer,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time.     • 

Mr.  CABELL.  Let  the  bill  be  referred,  and 
then  we  can  get  at  the  proper  state  of  facts. 

Mr.  WARD.  The  deaf  and  dumb  of  Kentucky 


have  not  lost  those  lands  at  all.  By  the  act  of 
Confess,  the  time  for  disposing  of  these  lands 
has  been  extended  to  the  first  of  next  month.  The 
title  of  the  lands  is  vested  in  trustees;  and  I  hold  it 
a  strange  and  unheard-of  species  of  morality,  th^ 
on  account  of  default — if  any  has  taken  place  at 
at  all — of  the  trustees,  that  these  men,  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  shall  suflfer  the  loss. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  do  not  suppose  there  has 
been  any  default  anywhere.  I  think  there  has 
been  liberality  enougn  shown  to  the  trustees  of 
these  deaf  and  dumb,  and  to  all  others  interested 
in  this  grant,  when  it  is  considered  that  they  have 
had  twenty-six  years  in  which  to  dispose  of  these 
40,000  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Florida. 
I  think  something  is  due  to  a  young  and  feeble 
State  like  Florida.  It  is  something  to  Florida 
that  these  lands  should  be  opened  up  to  settle- 
ment, and  it  is  a  very  serious  thing — as  every  man 
from  the  new  States  knows — when  lands  are  held, 
from  year  to  year,  by  speculators,  by  companies, 
by  corporations,  and  by  States,  and  thuR  kept  out 
of  market.  It  is  a  serious  inconvenience  and 
drawback,  and  it  is  unjust.  I  am  for  making  lib- 
eral appropriations  of  this  kind.  I  am  for  m&ing 
appropriations  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane 
and  for  the  deaf  and  dumb— in  which  respect  I 
believe  I  differ  from  some  of  my  Kentucky  friends. 
But  at  the  same  time 

Mr.  GENTRYf(interrupting.)  WUl  the  gen- 
tleman  allow  me,  as  I  wish  to  understand  this 
question,  to  direct  his  attention  to  one  view  of  this 
subject.  I  understand  that  the  condition  upon 
which  these  lands  are  at  present  granted  to  the 
deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in  Kentucky,  is  that' they 
may  be  sold  by  the  first  of  next  month.  Suppose 
Congress  fail  to  legislate,  will  not  the  grant  be  for- 
feited ?  I  think  that  if  the  gentleman  will  remem- 
ber the  state  of  things  whicn  have  existed  in  Flor- 
ida for  many  years  past,  he  would  find  in  that 
state  of  things  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  trustees 
in  not  disposing  of  these  lands  up  to  the  present 
time.  I  do  not  desire  to  have  this  ^rant  forfeited 
by  failure  to  legislate.  The  question  is  one  of 
time  in-  which  these  lands  shall  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  will  state  that  these  lands 
are  not  within  five  hundred  miles  of  the  Indians. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  parties  cannot  have 
sold  them.  They  are  situatcKl  in  West  Florida, 
mostly,  I  think,  the  richest  and  most  populous 
counties  of  our  State.  The  trustees  horn  these 
lands  and  will  not  sell  them  to  anybody,  and  we 
insist  that  it  is  unreasonable,  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  they  should  be  allowed  more  time  to 
dispose  of  them  after  having  had  nearly  thirty 
years  already  for  that  purpose.  I  am  entirely 
willing,  as  a  representative  of  Florida,  that  if  this 
grant  is  about  expiring,  to  give  them  some  rea- 
sonable time.  1  am  filling  to  give  them  twelve 
months;  but  I  protest  against  a  long  extension. 

Mr.  BISSf^LL.  I  was  about  to  say,  that  what- 
ever the  consequence  of  the  non-passage  of  this 
act,  Congress  or  the  General  Government  would 
not  be  responsible,  for  they  have  already  allowed 
twenty-six  years  in  which  to  sell  this  little  batch 
of  40,000  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  WARD.  The  gentleman  seems  to  mis- 
understand the  history  of  the  whole  transaction. 
There  are  not  40,000  acres  of  land.  There  were 
40,000  acres  originally,  of  which  40,000  nearly 
the  whole  have  oeen  disposed  of.  A  part  of 
that  land  was  in  Florida,  and  a  part  in  Arkan- 
sas. The  entire  lands  in  Arkansas  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  and  a  remnant  of  those  lying  in  Florida 
are  still  undisposed  of.  Now,  to  show  that  there 
has  been  no  neglect  on  the  part  of  these  trustees, 
I  will  state  that  they  have  had  an  agent  in  Florida, 
continually  superintending  these  lands,  and  in 
making  efforts  to  sell  them  at  reasonable  prices. 
It  is  entirely  new  to  roe  that  they  have  placed  upon 
these  lands  an  exorbitant  price  or  value,  and  where 
the  gentleman  obtains  authority  to  justify  him  in 
making  that  declaration,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to 
determine. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ?  At  what  price  have  theee 
lands  been  held  ? 

Mr.  WARD.     I  have  never  heard. 

Mr.  BISSELL.    TMen,  for  anything  that  ap- 

Cears  here,  the  reason  why  theee  lands  have  not 
een  sold,  is  because  they  have  been  held  at  an 
exorbitant  price.  I  ask  any  gentleman  interested 
in  this  question,  iC-  he  can  tell  me  at  what  price 
these  lands  have  been  ofifered  for  sale  ? 


Mr.  WARD.    I  cannot. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill.  1 
think  it  would  be  wrong  to  allow  them  five  years 
more,  especially  when  they  cannot  show  that  they 
have  put^hem  m  market,  and  ofifered  to  sell  them 
at  reason  able  prices,  or  $1  25  per  acre. 

Mr.  M  EACH  AM.  I  wisti  to  inquire  of  Iht 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  whether  all  the  laUdi  of> 
fered  at  a  reasonable  price,  namely,  the  Goveni- 
ment  price,  in  Florida  have  been  sold  ?  If  not, 
then  there  is  no  reason,  lying  against  the  Ken* 
tucky  lands,  why  they  have  not  been  sold,  on 
account  of  any  unreasonable  price  which  may  haTt 
been  asked. 

Mr.  BISSELL.     In  reply  to  the  gentleman*i 

3uestion,  I  would  simply  observe,  that  if  he  it 
isposed  to  act  upon  the  principle  which  he  indi- 
cates, then,  instead  of  allowing  them  five  yean, 
he  should  say  that  they  should  have  time  until  the 
Government  has  sold  all  its  lands  in  Florida.  Will 
he  do  that? 

Mr.  JENKINS.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Bis  sell]  allow  me  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment ? 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  was  going  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  that  if  he 
will  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer,  i  will  more  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  five  yean  and  in- 
serting one  yeoTf  and  in  that  form,  underetandinr 
that  it  will  satis^  the  gentleman  fh>m  Floridt,! 
will  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion, 
with  that  understanding,  aft«r  having  replied  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 

[Mr.  MCACHAM.I 

Mr.  STUART.  1  must  protest  ngshat  this 
mode  of  discussing  the  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competent  for  onc^- 
tleman  to  yield  the  floor  to  another  for  explani- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB.    I  merely  wish  to  say-^ — 

Mr.  STUART.  I  object  to  this  mode  of  dis- 
cussion, unless  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Bisscll]  loses  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iflinob 
has  one  hour  to  occupy  the  floor,  and  the  praetiee 
of  this  body  has  been  for  the  gentleman  occapT' 
ing  the  floor  to  yield  it  for  explanation,  and  toe 
Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  But  the  point  that  I  makeii 
this,  that  he  cannot  rive  the  gentleman  from  Flor- 
ida [Mr.  CabellJ  the  right  to  answer  the  argu- 
ment of  another  gentleman  who  has  taken  the 
floor  in  the  meantime. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  tVanscended  the  practice  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  wish  merely  to  say,  that 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Mbacham]  is  this:  that  because  the  General 
Government  has  not  sold  the  16,000,000  acres  of 
surveyed  lands  in  Florida  at  |1  25  per  acre,  there 
fore  there  is  no  force  in  the  argument  that  these 
trustees  have  refused  to  sell  their  lands  at  reaaoi- 
able  prices.  In  reply  to  that,  I  will  say,  that  the 
officers  of  this  asylum  had  the  selection  of  their 
lands  from  all  the  lands  in  Florida — out  of  the 
16,000,000  acres  of  surveyed  lands  we  had— and  it 
is  unreasonablethat  they  should  hold  up  these  lands 
at  high  prices.  They  have  sold  some  of  diese 
lands  at  $6  and  some  at  <J10  per  acre.  That  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  the  gentleman's  argument. 
Now,  I  have  already  atat^  that  I  am  pexfewj 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  of  the  jeo- 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bissell,]  and  give  the 
trustees  one  year's  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  is  the  motion  to  refervrth- 
drawn .' 

Mr.  CABELL.    For  the  present. 

Mr.  BISSELL.  I  move,  then,  as  an  me^ 
ment  to  the  bill,  that  the  word  **J^u**  be  atnck^ 
out  and  the  word  *'  one"  inserted  in  its  place. 

Mr.  JENKINS.  I  offer  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  the  following: 

"  Provided  said  land*  ahall  be  sold  for  apricenoieic««^ 
iog$l  25  per  acre." 

Mr.  GENTRY.  Why  not  let  the  deaf  and 
dumb  get  m  much  for  their  lands  as  they  can? 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  am*"^' 
ment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  oi 
Mr.  BissEU..  ^^ 

Mr.  WARD.  I  do  not  want  to  tretpaw  «P?J 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  it  is  impos«blefortfi« 
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trustees  to  make  any  disposition  of  these  lands  in 
twelve  months,  unless  it  oe  at  an  entire  sacrifice; 
and  I. bops  that  the  members  of  this  or  any  other 
House  will  not  attempt  to  compel  those  who  have' 
the  charge  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  to  sacrifice  their 
propertv,  as  will  be  the  case  under  a  forced  sale. 

Mr.  COBB.  Is  the  proposition  to  give  them 
one  year? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  liberal, 
and  give  them  more  time. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Is  the  ques- 
tion divisible.' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  question  is 
to  strike  out  five  years,  and  insert  one. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  move  to  insert  «*two"  in  the 
place  of  **  one,**  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
meot. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  listened  to  the  arau- 
ment  of  the  eentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Bis- 
s&L^,]  I  contesSi  with  some  little  surprise.  1 
know  tl^e  views  of  the  gentleman  upon  subiects  of 
this  character.  He  has  partially  avowed  them 
this  morning.  He  favors  liberal  donations  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane,  deaf, 
dumb,  and  blind.  It  is  one  of  the  most  meriiori- 
ouM  propositions  that  can  address  itself  to  the 
Confess  of  the  country.  It  has  been  carried  out 
11 V  in  this  donation  to  the  institution  in 


.entacj 

There  are  reasons,  sir,  why  this  donation  has 
not  yet  been  exhausted.  Cdngress,  from  time  to 
time,  has  extended  the  operation  of  the  law  under 
which  the  grant  was  mane.  Now,  we  know  that 
the  history  of  the  State  of  Florida  is  such,  in  re- 
gard to  its  settlement,  as  sufficiently  to  answer 
any  objection  that  can  be  made  in  point  of  time. 
The  Statb  of  Florida  does  not  yet  contain  a  sufil- 
cieni  number  of  inhabitants  to  entitle  her  to  more 
than  one  r^resentative  upon  this  floor.  It  comes 
nowhere  near  the  population  of  many  single  dis- 
tricts in  this  Union.  It  results  from  commercial 
as  well  as^ political  causes,  and  it  does  not  become 
this 'House,  not*  the  Congress  of  the  country,  to 
insist  that  a  donation  for  ^aritable  purposes  shall 
now  be  forfeited,  and  that  the  grant  shall  revert  to 
the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States — ^wbich  lands 
may  i«ll  a  prey  to  Worse  speculation  than  teu  shil- 
lings an  acre.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
stands,  and  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Ths  previous  question  received  a  second;  there 
beinff,  on  a  division,  ayes  109 — noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  CoBB  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bisskll  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
the  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  House  is 
voting  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques> 
don. 

Mr.  CABELL.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  to 
the  House  that  I  withdrew  my  motion  to  refer 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  amendment 
inserting  "one  yecur,**  in  the  place  of  "five,** 
WooM  pass. 

[Cries  of  "Order  I'*  "Order!**] 

Mr.  CABELL.  Upon  that  condition  it  was 
that  I  was  asked  to  withdraw  it,  and  I  did  so. 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  CABLE.    I  then  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  6ENTRY.  Why  not  take  the  question 
upon  the  bill  now  ? 

Mr.  CABLE  demanded  th$  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Under  the  circum- 
stances upon  which  my  motion  to  refer  tbe  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  withdrawn,  I 
ask  the  general  consent  of  the  House  to  be  allowed 
to  renew  it,  thai  a  vote  may  be  had.  The  House 
win  rscojilect 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  object,  and 
cftU  thegsotttman  to  order, 

44 


Mr.  CABELL.  I  only  request  that  a  vote  may 
be  taken  upon  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  BiSSELL.  Move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  main  question  to  b.e  put. 

Mr.  CABELL.  I  move  that  the  vote  ordering 
the  main  question  to  be  put  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Did  the  |;entleman  vete 
in  the  affirmative  ?  The  House  divided  upon  his 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  upon  ordering  the  main 
question.  It  was  upon  the  secoiidlng  of  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  that  the  House  divided. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  reconsider;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr,  MARSHALL.  Imove  that  tlie  vote  by 
which  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
be  reconsidered,  and  to  lav  the  motion  to  recon* 
sider  upon  th^e  table;  which  latter  motion'  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSH AULo  I  call  for  the  previous 
question  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CABEILL.    Is  it  engrossed? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  Senate  bill,  and  of 
course,  engrossed. 

Mr.  CABELL.  Well,  I  give  it  up  now.  [Laugh- 
terj 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  ana  passed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lav 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the^  table;  whicn 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHARLES  A.  GRI6N0N. 

Senate  bill.  No.  312,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  A.  Grignon,**  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afifairs. 

DRAWBACKS. 

Senate  bill  No.  165,  entitled  "  An  act  extending 
the  like  privileges  to  those  conferred  by  the  act 
entitled  *  An  act  allowing  drawback  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  in  orifi^nal  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Santa  F^,  in  Mexico,  and  the  British 
North  American  Provinces  adjoining  the  United 
States,*  approved  3d  of  March  18&,  to  foreign 
merchandise  exported  to  Mexico  by  certain  indi- 
cated routes,**  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  move  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  From  the  reading  of  the  title 
of  the  bill,  it  strikes  my  mind  that  it  should  have 
another  direction  than  the  one  moved. 

Mr.  BOBBINS.  It  emanates  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  may  be;  but  I  under- 
stand from  the  title  of  the  bill,  mat  it  proposes  to 
refund  a  portion  of  the  revenue  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances. If  that  is  true,  it  is  very  evident  that 
it  should  not  go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
I  do  not  care  to  which  committee  it  is  referred. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  will  state,  in 
reply  Co  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, that  the  general  import  of  the  bill  is  to 
allow  the  same  privileges  of  drawback  upon  goods 
which  shall  be  taken  into  Mexico  through  the  south 
part  of  Texas,  as  has  been  allowed  by  previous 
taws  to  goods  taken  in  by  the  way  of  Santa  F€; 
and  also  to  the  North  American  provinces,  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  I  suppose  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  as  indicated  by  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  fVom  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  The  law  this  biU 
proposes  to  amend  originated  in  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  the  whole  subject  relates  to  com- 
merce rather  than  to  finance.  It  certainly  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  tbe  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

RAI.BIGH  AlfD  GASTON  RAILROAD. 

Senate  bill  No.  185,emitied  "  Anaclfor  tb* 


relief  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  Com- 
pany,** was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its 
title.  ' 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  would  be  glad  if  the  House 
would;  consent  to  put  that  bill  upon  its  passage. 
This  is  a  railroad  leading  from  the  Roanoke  river 
to  the  capital  of  North  Carolina.  It  went  down 
a  few  years  ago.  The  road  rotted,  and  a  company 
has  now  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
structine  it.  It  connects  with  the  town  of  Peters- 
bure  and  th^  citj  of  Richmond,  enters  the  interior 
of  North  Carolina,  and  at  Raleigh  connects  with 
the  Central  railroad,  which  goes  westward  to- 
wards Tennessee  and  Alabama.  That  road  is 
now  about  being  reconstructed— the  company  are 
laying  the  iron  rails,  and  have  progressed  some 
twenty  or  thirty  miles.  They  ask  Congress  lo 
give  them  a  credit  on  the  duties  upon  their  rail- 
road iron,  similar  to  that  which  was  granted  to  the 
Wilmington  road,  which  connects  Roanoke  wiUi 
Wilmington  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
beine  the  connecting  Ones  stretching  from  New 
York  to  New  Orleans.  At  present,  on  many  parts 
of  the  track,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  iron,  and  yet 
the  cars  travel  upon  the  road.  I  have  heard  gen- 
tlemen say  that  they  believed  that  the  engines  upon 
ths  Raleigh  and  Gaston  road  ^o  a  fox  hunting 
upon  the  Beach,  such  is  the  condition  of  the  road. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  company  actively 
engaged  in  reconstructing  that  road  for  the  pur- 
pose of  connecting  these  important  links,  and  they 
only  ask  a  short  credit  for  tne  duties  upon  the-im- 
ported  iron ,  which  will  soon  be  paid  by  the  amount 
the  Post  Office  will  pay  that  road  for  carrying  the 
nuul.  These  amounts,  of  course,  will  be  d^ucted 
every  year  as  they  become  due,*if  I  understand 
the  bill.  At  any  rate,  the  company  will  pay  the 
duties  at  the  expiration  of  the  credit  which  this 
bill  proposes  to  give  it. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  move  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  This  bill  involves,  so  far  as 
it  involves  a  principle  at  all,  precisely  the  principle 
of  the  bill  that  the  House  have  just  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Cer- 
tainly, if  the  bill  which  tbe  House  have  directed 
to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  properly 
referred,  this  bill  ought  not  to  go  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  One  proposes  to  t^e  part 
of  the  revenue  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  the  other  proposes  to  give  a  credit  upon  duties 
which  have  or  may  accrue  to  the  Treasury.  From 
the  reading  of  the  title  of  the  bill,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  for  the  duties  which  have 
accrued  or  may  accrue  upon  this  railroad  iron  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  wish  to  express  briefly 
my  approbation  of  the  proposition  before  tbe 
House.  We  are  inconsistent  in  declining  to  ex- 
tend these  fadlitits  to  railroads.  The  construction 
of  railroads,  with  their  machinery,  is  a  part  of  the 
manufiicttiring  bxisiness  of  the  country,  and  those 
who  will  conmilt  our  revenue  system  will  find  that 
we  have  l^islated  upon  the  principle  of  admitting 
raw  material  free  of  duty.  There  is  another  in- 
consistency. '  We  -are  donating  lands,  in  lar^e 
amounts,  to  encourage  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, and  at  the  same  tinoe  are  putting  an  enor- 
mous tax  npon  the  indispensable  and  most  costly 
material  in  the  business  of  constructing  them. 
There  is  a  gross  inconsistency  in  this  discrimina^ 
tioR.  Now,  it  is  much  more  according  to  principle, 
and  much  more  consistent  with  the  appropriate 
powers  of  this  Grovemment  to  encourage  rail- 
roads' by  not  taxing  them,  than  to  encourage 
them  by  donating  public  lands.  We  know  cer- 
tainly what  is  to  be  the  fruit  of  this  donation.  As 
to  what  is  to  become  of  these  lands,  we  do  not 
know.  Besides,  we  do  not  give  them  to  merit- 
orious compamSQ  who  have  already  invested  their 
own  means  in  roads,  but  we  give  them  to  pros- 
pective and  possible  road»-Hroads  that  may  or 
may  not  be  made,  and  to  an  administration 
that  may  be  judicious  or  injudicious.  In  remit* 
ting  tksM  taxes  th«re  is  no  question  aboat  the 
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meriioridafl  elaim  of  the  parciet  who  make  the  ap- 
plication» and  there  is  no  question  that  the  full 
benefit  of  the  same  will  go  to  the  advantage  of  the 
road.  My  opinion  is,  to  be  consisient  with  the 
principle  by  which  we  have  exempted  the  material 
for  manufacture  from  any  duty,  and  to  be  consist- 
ent with  that  other  principle  by  which  we  bestow 
lands  for  possible  prospective  roads,  we  ought  to 
abolish  the  duty  on  railroad  iron;  and  I  am  pre- 

Kred  to  vote  to  abolish  the  tax  upon  railroad  iron, 
my  opinion,.nothingadTaDceAthe  wealth  of  the 
country  and  the  settlement  of  the  new  States  more 
than  the  construction  of  railroads;  and  I  only  re- 
quire, in  lieu  of  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
inat  we  should  repeal  mis  duty  upon  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  manuffu^ure  in  the 

country.       

Mr.  CARTTER.  Before  we  act  upon  the  re-' 
mission  of  duties  upon  this  railroad,  I  think  it  is 
well  enough  for  the  House  to  consider  the  subject. 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Woodward,]  that  if  there  is  any  article 
which  ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States 
at  this  time  free  of  duty,  it  is  railroad  iron.  This 
bill  does  not  propose  to  relieve  railroads,  but  the 
railroad  in  question,  of  the  incumbrances  of  the 
tariflf  upon  railroad  iron;  and  it  is  a  proposition 
to  foster  a  road  which  it  appears  from  the  con- 
fessions of  its  own  friends  has  not  cleared  enough 
upon  experiment  to  sustain  itself  by  its  own  busi- 
ness. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  MtADs]  said,  that  in  process  of  time  this 
railroad  will  be  able  to  restore  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue that  is  suspended.  What  evidence  have  we 
of  this,  where  a  road  having  been  once  construct- 
ed upon  the  basis  of  its  own  business  has  gone 
into  Tuim  ?  I  am  willing  to  relieve  railroad  enters 
prises  of  all  imposts  upon  railroad  iron,  and  I 
think,  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Woodward,]  that  it  ought  to  be  done, 

DUl^ 

Mr.  CUNGMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  make  a  shori  explanation  ?  I  agree  with 
the*  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Carttbr,]  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wood- 
ward,] that  railroad  iron  ought  to  be  left  free  of 
duty;  but  that  question  need  not  be  discussed  now. 
My  purpose  in  rising  is  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  that  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
road  failed  to  sustain  itself  were  these:  The  com- 
pany originally  subscribed  $700,000  or  $800,000 
of  stocJt.  That  was  not  sufficient  to  build  the  road, 
and  they  borrowed  more  than  $1,000,000  in  addi- 
tion. It  was  the  borrowing  of  this  money  which 
obliged  them  to  have  the  road  sold.  The  com- 
pany could  not  meet  its  liabilities,  and  the  State, 
oeing  endorser  for  the  company,  purchased  the 
road.  The  State  has  subsequently  given  permis- 
sion to  the  company  to  become  owners  of  half  of 
the  stock,  provided  the  company  relay  the  road 
with  heavy  iron .  The  company  are  now  relaying 
it.  The  road  would  have  been  always  good  stock 
and  have  paid  well,  had  it  not  been  in  deot;  and  the 
company  was  so  heavily  in  debt  that  the  road  was 
obliged  to  be  sold  in  this  way.  The  only  ques- 
tion, therefore,  at  present,  is  one  between  tJie 
Treasury  and  the  road.  It  is  said  upon  all  hands 
that  the  Treasury  does  not  need  the  money.  Why 
not  give  the  creoit  therefore?  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  money  will  be  paid.  The  road 
will  be  amply  good  for  the  money.    It  is  a  mere 

Question  or  time  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the 
uty.  As  the  company  have  had  some  difficulty 
in  raising  money  sufficient  to  buy  $500,000  worth 
of  iron,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  great  advantage 
to  them  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the 
duty  upon  that  iron  at  the  present  time.  They 
will  get  the  means  of  paying  those  very  duties  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  years  for  transporting 
the  mail. 

Mr.  NABERS.  Is  the  motion  to  commit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
to  amend  it  by  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  duty  altogether  upon  railroad 
iron.    I  offer  that  amendment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  rise  to  a  miestion  of  order. 
It  is  that  the  instructions  proposed  are  inconsistent 
with  the  bill.  The  bill  proposes  one  thing,  which 
is  to  allow  a  credit  upon  the  duties;  and  the  instruc- 
tions an  entirely  aifierent  thing,  and  that  is,  to 
rtpsal  the  duty  geotnJly  upon  railroad  iron. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  think 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order,  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I^desire  to  give  notice  of  my  in- 
tention to  offer  that  amendment  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing an  earnest  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Cartter,]  m  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances of  this  road,  to  make  that  question  upon 
some  other  bill.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  moment,  in  order  to  urge  every  man  who  is  a 
friend  to  his  country  and  its  agricultural  interests 
not  to  make  that  fight  upon  this  bill,  which  may 
have  the  eflfect  of  delaying  it  for  months,  and  defeat- 
ing the  object  of  its  introduction.  As  i  stated  to  the 
ffentleman  before,  this  road  is  already  constructed 
It  is  already  graded,  being  an  old  road.  The  rails 
are  being  laid  from  Roanoke  nver  to  Raleigh,  so  as 
to  connect  with  the  road  leading  from  Petersburg 
and  Richmond.  Railroad  iron  is  being  imported, 
and  it  is  arriving  every  day  in  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 
Petersburg,  and  Ricnmond,  Tne  length  of  the 
road  is  about  eighty  mites,  probably  eighty-five. 
Let  me  answer  theobjection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cartter]  urged  just  now.  It  was  a 
very  plausible  and  reasonable  one,  and  I  was  not 
astonished  he  should  take  that  view.  This  rail- 
road was  built  at  a  time  when  the  cost  of  such  a 
work  was  very  high.  It  cost  about  $1,600,000. 
It  goes  to  a  town  that  does  not  have  much  trade, 
in  the  interior  of  North  Carolina;  and  although  it 
passes  through  avery  fertile  country  comparatively 
speaking,  yet  at  the  same  time,  being  an  agricul- 
tural country,  it  cannot  furnish  much  profit. 
There  was  very  little  travel  along  the  road,  except 
that  which  was  local,  no  through  travel,  and  hence 
the  receipts  Arom  that  source  were  very  small.  I  am 
sorry  I  am  so  hoaree  that  I  cannot  make  myself 
better  underatood,  and  more  perfectly  heara  by 
the  House. 

I  will  now  tell  the  House  that,  in  conseouence 
of  the  vast  amount  of  money  which  this  roaa  cost, 
the  company  soi  very  mucn  in  debt,  especially  to 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  roaa  was  sold 
to  pay  those  debts,  and  North  Carolina  became  the 
purchaser,  becoming  responsible  for  the  debt.  In 
a  spirit  of  generosity  she  proposes  to  put  in  this 
road— which  cost  $1, €00,000— $400,000,  provided 
individuals  living  along  the  line  of  it  will  raise 
$400,000  more,  U)t  the  purpose  of  laying  down  the 
rails. 

We  believe  that  this  road,  which  will  cost 
$800,000  to  complete  it,  will  pay  a  dividend  of  five 
or  six  per  cent — a  dividend  sufficiently  large  to 
induce  those  who  feel  an  interest  in  toe  road  to 
invest  their  money  in  it.  I  trust  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  if  he  is  determined  to  test  the 
question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, will  not  do  It  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi.  I  desire  to  ask 
if  the  morning  hour  has  not  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has  not 
yet  commenced.  We  are  now,  by  unanimous 
consent,  at  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  have  no  animosity  to  this 
road.  The  picture  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  commends  it  to  my  sympathies.  If  I 
thought  that  we  oueht  to  discriminate  between  one 
road  and  another  of  the  same  kind,  most  certainly 
the  description  he  has  drawn  would  induce  me  to 
do  it  in  favor  of  this  road.  It  is  not  antagonism 
to  the  road  which  prompts  me  to  protest  against 
this  measure.  But  here  it  is  sought  by  a  private 
enterprise  to  repeal  our  revenue  laws.  It  is  no 
less  a  proposition  than  that,  and  it  cannot  be  re- 
garded in  any  other  light.  Who  is  there  herd  who 
believes  the  time  win  ever  come  when  these  sus- 
pended duties  will  be  paid  by  these  companies? 
It  is  merely  a  harbinger  to  a  proposition  to  remit 
the  duties  altogether. 

Mr.  ASHE,  (interrupting.)  The  gentleman 
says  that  this  is  a  proposition,  in  efi*ect,  to  suspend 
the  revenue  laws,  ana  that  these  bonds  will  never 
be  paid.  Two  yeara  ago,  this  House  passed  a  bill 
of  a  similar  import,  for  another  railroad  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  bonds  in  that  case  are  all  paid, 
and  the  Government  is  now  in  debt  to  the  road. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  It  may  be  that  the  bonds 
will  be  paid.  The  statement  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  may  be  true. 

Mr.  ASHE.    I  say  tl  u  true. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  that 
it  is,  but  has  that  company  paid  anythitig  other- 
wife  than  in  the  comagsof  the  mails? 


Mr.  ASHE.  The  carrying  of  the  mailt  hts 
more  than  paid  the  Government.  The  Gsivno- 
meiH  is  now  in  debt  to  the  road. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  That  I  supposed  would  bt 
the  case.  The  Grovernment  will  always  be  in 
debt  to  any  company  under  such  circumstancet. 
It  is  a  poor  corporation  that  cannot  contrire  to 
make  out  a  balance  sheet  against  the  Govcn- 
ment. 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  advances  made  to  tliii 
company  upon  their  raih^ad  iron  have  been  nort 
than  paid  by  the  carriage  of  tJie  mails.  If  jo« 
follow  that  practice,  you  will  find  your  GoTcm- 
ment  in  debt  to  every  one  of  these  oorporttiosk 
I  have  no  doubt  this  company  too  will  pay  ii,  hj 
carrying  the  mails.  I  do  not  object  to  the  remit- 
sion  of  these  duties.  All  I  ask  is,  that  the  nme 
rule  shall  be  extended  to  every  portion  of  tkt 
Union,  and  that  the  railroads  that  every  menber 
in  this  Han  represents  in  other  portions  of  tke 
Union,  shall  come  on  to  a  common  platform  oif 
exemption.  If  you  are  going  to  patronize  to^ 
porations,  let  them  all  be  patronized.  If  you  are 
goine  to  patronize  one  distriet,  patronize  the 
whole.    Let  us  all  have  the  same  rights  here. 

Mr.  MEADE, (interrupting.)  Wearenotaik- 
ing  an  appropriation  of  money. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  No;  it  is  merdy  a  sunpoh 
sion  of -the  payment  of  money.  « 

Mr.  MEADE.  Before  the  question  is  taken es 
referring  the  bill  to  a  committee,  which  wouM^ 
stroy  and  defeat  it,  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  read; 
and  before  the  biU  is  read,  let  me  call  the  aitea- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  of  the  Houm 
to  the  facts. 

I  appeal  to  the  Northern  portion  of  this  Hoste 
to  remember  that  their  railroads,  generally,  wert 
built  between  the  yeara  1S31  and  1649,  tmd  thtx 
during  that  time  railroad  iron  was  introduced  fret 
of  duty.  The  railroads  now  betn^  built  in  the 
South  and  West  are  recent  enterprises.  We  did 
not  progress  with  the  same  rapidity  as  our  breth- 
ren of  Uie  North  in  these  works  of  internal  im* 
provement  between  1831  And  1842,  and  thtj  bait 
up  their  railroads  with  iron  that  was  admitted  free 
fo  duty.  All  we  ask  now  is,  that  they  will  ^ft 
to  the  Kaleigh  and  Graston  railroad  a  short  tine 
for  the  payment  of  the  duty  on  the  iron  whick 
they  employ. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  There  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  reason  why  this  road  should  bedistin^uiibcd 
from  othera.  The  objection  which  theeentlemu 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Woeowauij  tsltM  to 
the  donation  of  lands  to  these  roads,  appUea  viih 
its  M\  force  to  this  descriptioii  of  patroaa^.  J 
believe  with  him  that  in  donating  lands  to  boila 
roads,  instead  of  increasing  population^  you  mere- 
ly divert  it,  and  that,  instoid  of  following  the Mg- 
gestions  of  enterprise,  you  apply  aa  arbitivf 
rule. 

Mr.  WOODWARD,  (intenrupting.)  I  did  not 
mean  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  propnKf 
of  granting  lands.  I  smiply  meant  to  asy  las^jo 
donate  lands  and  yet  lay  heavy  dutiea  on  the 
materials  for  making  the  roads,  was  agrMsiscoo* 
sistency.  ^    . 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  proposition  before  the  House  is,  if  I  »*»* 
not,  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  W»^ 
end  Means.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  debate  » 
going  far  beyond  that  miestion.  .     .  . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinioo  tW 
a  question  of  reference  opens  up  the  wnek  meiw 
of  the  bill;  practically  it  must  be  so.       . ,  .  ^ , 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  merely  to  sdd  that  I 
feel  myself  bound  to  vote  against  the  speeisl  ex- 
emption of  any  partieolar  railroad  (mm  the  open' 
tion  of  the  revenue  laws;  but  at  the  ■^['•'^J*: 
am  reedy,  at  any  time,  to  vole  to  suspend  the  W 
entirely  upon  railroad  iron,  for  ^^/?P^IL. 
encouraging  the  railroad  enterprises  of  t*e  «••»"• 

try.    That  is  my  position.  ..^^ 

Mr.  OUTLAW.    I  hope  that  the  prepoiiojo 

which  hai  been  made  to  commit  this  biMww' 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wiU  «*  P^ 
There  are  no facUconnected  with  '^^^'^^JtZ 
which  are  not  already  before  the  House;  and  »J^ 
is  no  gentleman  here  who  cannot  be  ^^^  J^ 
pared  to  give  his  vote  now  as  after  it  '^f .  ^^ 
gone  to  a  committee.  The  reference  wlucfi"rj 
posed  will  enUrdydeftat  the  bill.  £>;*'??jSot 
that  the  cost  of  layirs  the  iron  wifl  w  f=JJT^ 
mile,  and  that  will  take  up  the  entire  •■^l^ 
privau  subscriptioos.    Thi  iion  »•  ^w  •fnT"* 
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daily,  bat  the  company  have  not  the  means  of 
paying  the  duties  to  the  Government,  and  hence 
the  result  must  be  that  the  work  will  be  impeded 
and  retarded. 

^  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  propo- 
sition that  whilst  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  m  wiD- 
ing  to  repeai  all  the  duty  upon  iron,  he  wiU  not 
^rant  the  small  favor  which  is  asked  for  this  rail- 
road. We  of  North  Corolina  come  here  to  ask 
for  very  little.  We  make  very  few  demands  from 
this  Qovernment;  and  it  passes  my  comprehension 
how  gentlemen  who  are  wilKng  to  vote  millions  of 
the  public  domain  to  build  up  internal  iroprove- 
m^iiu,  can  refuse  this  small  aid  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad. 

Mr.  JOHNSON",  of  Arkansas,  (interrupting.) 
If  I  understand  this  bill,  it  proposes  that  the  duty 
on  the  iron  to  be  used  on  this  road,  shall  be  re- 
mitted? 

Mr.  OUTLAW.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  WeU,  that  it  shall  be  sus- 
pended.' 

Mr.  OUTr.AW.    Yes. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understand,  also,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  h*on  for  this  road  has  been 
siheady  introduced,  and  of  course  duty  must  have 
been  paidupon  some  portions  of  it. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.    It  is  in  warehouses,  in  bond. 

My.  JOHNSON.  Well,  is  the  duty  on  that 
portion  already  introduced  to  be  paid  or  not? 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  I  will  state,  that  the  iron  which 
has  been  already  imported  is  in  warehouses,  in 
bond;  and  it  must  necessarily  remain  there  until 
the  company  can  raise  money  enough  to  pay  the 
^uty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  ask  why  the  genUe- 
man  from  NoKh  Carolina,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  other  gentlemen  whe  advocate  the 
remission  or  suspension  of  the  duty  on  this  iron, 
and  who  would  stop  this  money  from  going  into 
the  Treasury,  are  not  willing  to  appropriate  an 
acre  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  railroads? — lands,  fourfifths  of  which,  they 
know,  cannot  pay  a  cent  into  the  Treasury  for 
years,  if  at  all?  1  am  wiliine  to  go  with  the  gen- 
tleman for  the  remission  of  these  duties;  but  I  do 
not  see  the  difference,  in  point  of  principle,  be- 
tween voting  for  a  bill  of  this  kind  and  a  bill  to 
^^rant  lands  to  railroad  companies. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
wiH  turn  to  the  records  of  the  last  Congress,  he 
will  find  that  I  voted  for  the  biU  to  give  the  swamp 
lands  to  Arkansas.  I  have  not  v^ed,  and  I  will 
not  vote,  the  public  domain  to  particular  States  for 
their  benefit,  to  the  exclusion  of  my  own  constitu- 
ents, but  1  am  wining  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
that  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  that  domain  fairly, 
justly,  and  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  understand  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  permit  this  railroad  in  North  Carolina  to 
pay  the  duty  on  its  iron  in  bonds  which  may  be 
oisebargtfi  in  mail  service.  Is  that  the  proposi- 
tion? 

Several  VeiCEs.    It  is. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  intend  to  vote  for  this  bill, 
but  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
fina,  if  be  is  wilHng  to  let  the  new  States  buy  the 
alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  dong  their 
railroad  lines,  and  pay  for  them  in  bonds  to  be 
di8cha]]?ed  in  the  same  way  ? 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  I  am  not  here  to  be  catechised ; 
»or  can  it  be  expected  that  when  a  new  proposi- 
tion of  this  sort  is  propounded,  I  can  answer  it  at 
once. 

Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  raise  this 
question  of  order,  thai  it  is  not  competent  for  mem- 
oers  of  this  House  to  rise  publicly  and  make  bar- 
gains with  each  other  about  their  roads.  [Laugh- 
terj 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  gentleman  is  perhaps 
the  first  and  the  last  one  that  would  make  bargains 
in  this  House,  or  out  of  it.  No  one  here  has  pro- 
posed such  a  thing. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  The  question  propounded  to 
me  is  one  which  I  will  consider  when  it  shall  be 
properly  presented;  but«  in  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments of  the  new  States,  and  m  regard  to  tne  im- 
provements of  the  western  rivers  and  lakes,  the 
honorable  gentleman  fVom  Arkansas  [Mr.  Jobn- 
son]  will  recollect  that  I  stood  side  by  side  with 
him,  and  toted  for  the  river  and  harbor  bill  of  the 
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from  the  pomt 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  find  upon  examination  that 
this  bill  grants  this  privilege  for  four  years  to  this 
company.  It  also  provides  for  the  payment  of 
whatever  may  be  due  by  the  Post  Omce  Depart- 
ment to  the  road  at  the  end  of  each  year,  which  is 
to  be  received  in  part  payment.  The  balance  is 
to  be  secured  by  the  bonds  of  the  company,  and 
by  good  personal  security,  to  be  approved  by  the 
district  judge;  and  let  me  say  to  my  friend  from 
Arkansas,  and  my  friend  from  Missouri,  that  to 
make  the  cases  parallel  they  should  ask  us  to  allow 
them  to  purchase  the  public  lands  upon  a  credit  of 
four  years,  for  the  purpose  of  building  their  rail- 
roads, provided  at  the  same  time  they  gave  good 
personal  security  for  the  payment  of  their  bonds 
as  they  became  due.  Let  them  do  that,  and  I  will 
vote  for  the  proposition. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
possible  reason  which  can  reasonably  be  ui^ed  for 
referring  this  bill  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury — to  see  whether  it  was  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  authorize  this  Congress  to^rant 
the  credit  which  is  asked  at  their  hands.  We  all 
know  what  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  is.  We 
know  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  money  there,  and 
we  know  that  the  public  cannot,  by  any  possibil- 
ity, be  injured  by  granting  the  credit  which  this 
bill  provides.  It  may  be  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Carttbr]  might  have 
some  scruples  in  asking  this  credit  for  his  own 
State;  but  we  in  North  Carolina  are  in  the  habit 
of  paying  our  debts,  and  we  here  ofier  to  give  good 
security  to  this  Government  that  we  will  pay  them 
when  they  become  due.  I  move  the  previous 
question  upon  this  nroposition. 

Mr.  EWING.  i  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  OUTLAW.    I  must  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    1  qjbject  to  its  being  read. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    Has  the  bill  been  read  at  all? 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  by  sections. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  put 
upon  its  passage  without  giving  us  an  opportunity 
or  knowing  what  it  is. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  submit 
whether  we  have  not  the  right  to  order  the  reading 
of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  it  is  in 
order  to  have  the  bill  read. 

It  was  then  read  through. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  EWINQ  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
they  were  refused. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Caettcr 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  66,  noes  71. 

So  the  bill  was  not  referred. 

Mr.  MASON.    Has  the  morning  hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    There  is  no  rooming  hour. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  What  is  the  precise  state  of 
the  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  before  the 
House  is  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  move  that  the  bill  do  lie  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  de- 
mand the  veas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MASON.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not;  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered, 

Mr.  MASON.  1  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
the  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  What  is  the  question  before  the 
House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  to  lay  the  bilfupon  the 
table. 

Mr.  COBB.  Is  the  previous  /question  still  in 
operation  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  COBB,  r  am  sorry  for  it,  for  I  have  been 
endeavoringto  get  the  floor  daring  the  discussion  of 


this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment 
extending  theprovistons  of  this  bill, so  far  as  can  be 
made  applicable,  to  the  Charleston  and  Memphis, 
and  the  Selma  and  Gunter*s  Landing,  ana  the 
Winchester  and  Alabama  railroads,  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee.  If  we 
intend  such  provision  as  the  bill  proposes,  I  can- 
not see  why  it  should  be  confined  to  this  road 
alone.  The  roads  in  my  county  are  at  this  time 
imrK>rting  iron,  and  have  just  as  much  right  in 
equity,  I  think,  to  such  provisions  as  are  proposed 
in  this  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smart  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it  was 
disagreed  to;  there  being^yeas  64,  nays  99 — as 
follow: 

YEAS— Memra.  Allimn,  Witlimin  Appl«toa,  Bnthy,  J<%- 
teph  Cat>le*  Lewie  D.  Campbell,  Cnrtter, .Chapman,  John 
G.  Davifl,  DawsoOf  Doty,  Duntiam,  Bdgerton,  Evatie,  Ew- 
injt,  Faiilkner,  Pieklin,  Flort;iic«,  Fiord,  Thomas  J.  D. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Oiddingn,  Gilmore,  Gnodenotir,  Green, 
Iflham  G.  Harri*,  Hart.  Uenn,  Hibbard,  TiMNiia*  M.  Howe, 
Ingersoll,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  J.  Glaney 
Jones,  Kurtz,  Huraphrev  MarsbmU,  Mason,  McCorkte.  Mc- 
Donald, McLanahaii,  McNair,  Meacham.  Morrison,  Mur- 
ray, Nabers,  Newton,  Andrew  Parker,  Perkins,  Phelps, 
Rantoul.  Robbins,  Ross,  David  L.  Beymour,  Skelton,  Smart, 
Snow,  Beifjamin  Stanton,  Atiraham  V.  Stevens,  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  StmUon,  George  W.  Thompson,  Townriiend, 
Washburn,  Wilcox,  and  Wlldriek— 64. 

NAYS — Messrs.  AbereroHiWe,  Aiken,  Ashe,  Averett, 
Barrere,  Bartlett.  Beale,  Bell,  Bennett,  John  H.  Boyd, 
Brace,  Breckinridge,  Brenton,  Brings,  Brooks,  Albert  G. 
Brown.  E.  C.  Cabell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Chandler, 
Chastain,  Churchwelt,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Cllngman,  Cobb, 
Conger.  Cottmun,  Curtis,  George  T.  Davis,  Dockery,  Dun- 
can, Eamundsnn,  Filch,  Fowler,  Freeman,  Gavlord.  Gen- 
try, Gorman,  Grey,  Hall,  Harper,  Sampmn  W.  Harris, 
Haws,  Hascall,  Havfn,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Holladay, 
Horsford,  Houston,  Howard,  Ives,  Jackson,  James  John, 
son,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Knbns,  Landry,  Lockhart,  Mace- 
Edward  C.  Marshall,  McMullin,  McQueen.  Meade,  Miller, 
Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  John  Moore,  Morehead.  Murphy, 
Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw,  Samuel  W.  Parker.  Peaslee,  PeAnimah, 
Porter,  Powell,  Price,  Savage,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker, 
Scudder,  Scurry.  Smith,  Stanly.  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stuart, 
SutherUnd.  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Wallace,  Ward, 
Watkins,  Welch,  Addison  White,  Alex.  White,  Wood- 
ward, and  Y«te»--89. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  upon 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  wUh  to 
iriquire  if  the  previous  question  still  applies  to  the 

The  SPEAKER.  It  applies  upon  the  proposi- 
tion to  read  the  bill  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  thnrd  reading; 
and  having  been  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  CLiNGM  AN.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  . 

Mr.  SM  ART.    I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  EWINQ.  l»  it  in  order  to  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  tiie  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  How  did  the  gentleman 
vote  on  that  question  ? 

Mr.  EWING.    I  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  The  gentleman,  then,  can- 
not make  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ewino]  voted 
with  the  majority,  and  he  has  a  right  to  make  the 
motion. 

Mr.  EWING.  I  move,  then,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  I  wish  to  state  the  reasons  for  the  motion. 
It  18  in  order  to  get  the  bill  in  a  proper  condition  to 
refer  it  to  some  committee  with  instructions  to 

Mr.  OUTLAW.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  submit  whether  this  nroposition  is  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  that  proposition  is  debatable; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ewino] 
has  a  right  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  EWING.  My  purpose,  as  I  was  stating, 
is  to  get  the  bill  in  such  a  condition  as  that  it  will 
be  proper  to  move  its  reference,  with  instructions 
of  a  general  character,  if  the  House  will  concur  in 
doing  so.  It  has  been  decided,  it  is  true,  that  it  is 
out  of  order  to  move  instructions  to  this  bill  to 
abolish  duties  upon  railroad  iron,  but  it  is  not  out 
of  order,  as  I  conceive,  to  move  instructions  to  the 
committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bin  into  this 
House,  applying  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  all 
railroad  companies  who  choose  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  While  I  concur  in  the  general  propriet3r  of 
the  principles  involved  in  this  bill,  I  believe  it  im- 
proper as  an  act  of  special  legislaUoR.    I  behave 
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that  it  is  impfoper,  when  we  have  laid  down  a 
genera]  ifystem,  to  turn  this  House  into  a  court  of 
chancery  to  relieve  hard  cases  from  the  operation 
of  that  system .  There  is  no  reason ,  either  in  the  in- 
solvency of  this  railroad  company  or  in  any  other 
circumstances  connected  witn  it,  why  we  should 
not  apply  the  same  provisions  and  the  same  favor 
to  otner  railroad  companies,  who  will  of  course 
take  the  advantage  or  it  if  it  pass.  Protection 
upon  railroad  iron,  like  all  other  species  of  protec- 
tion, is  for  the  advancement  of  the  interest  of  the 
manufacturer.  Under  all  proper  circumstances 
and  restrictions  we  should  be  willing  to  protect  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country.  For  my 
own  part,  when  it  comes  manifestly  in  conflict 
.  with  tne  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  when 
it  is  not  asked  to  afford  protection  to  that  agricul- 
tural interest  but  merely  to  relieve  them  from  bur- 
dens, I  am  at  all  times  prepared,  as  a  represent- 
ative of  an  agricultural  district,  to  abolish  that 
protection,  and  place  them,  at  least,  upon  a  fair 
and  equal  footing.  If  a  bill  can  be  prepared  and 
introduced  into  this  House,  abolishing  duties  upon 
railroad  iron,  1,  for  one,  am  preparra  to  vote  for 
it  as  a  general  bill;  but  1  am  unwilling  to  make 
this  special  provision  affording  relief  to  one  rail- 
road only.  I  have  heard  no  special  reason  as- 
signed for  yielding  this  advantage  to  one  railroad 
company,  which  might  not  properly  be  urged  by 
all. 

My  object  in  moving  a  reconsideration,  is  to  get 
the  bill  back  to  such  a  stage  as  will  render  it  pro- 
per to  move  instructions  to  a  committee  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill,  extending  the  same  advantages 
to  all  railroad  companies  which  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  to  this.  I  hope  the  House  will  concur  with 
me  in  these  views. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  fully  agree  with  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  [Mi*.  Ewino]  in  the  gen- 
eral views  he  has  thrown  out.  In  fact  twelve 
months  ago  I  took  occasion  to  say,  that  I  thought 
there  was  no  article  which  it  was  so  important  to 
admit  free  of  duty  as  railroad  iron.  I  still  adhere 
to  that  opinion;  and  I  have  upon  my  table  an 
amendment  which  1  intend  to  offer,  exempting 
railroad  iron  entirely  from  duty.  But,  sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ewino]  must  see 
that  a  motion  of  that  sort  may  meet  with  opposi- 
tion in  this  House.  There  is  a  difference  or  opin- 
ion upon  that  subject;  and  hence  whenever  it  comes 
up  we  shall  have  a  discussion,  and  there  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  delay,  and  no  man  can  foresee  what 
will  be  the  result.  Now,  this  bill  does  not  raise  that 
ouestion  at  all.  The  only  question  proposed  by 
this  bill  is,  that  this  company  shall  have  a  credit  of 
four  years  to  pay  the  duties  upon  their  giving 
bonds  for  the  payment,  and  also  allowing  the 
Government  to  retain  the  money  falling  due  to  the 
company  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  over 
their  road,  and  applying  it  upon  the  bonds,  which 
will  probably  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  duties  in  two 
jrears.  Now,  sir,  if  we  go  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  exempting  duties  upon  railroad  iron,  my 
friend  will  see  at  once  that  this  bill  may  not  be 
passed  for  weeks  or  months,  even  if  it  is  passed 
at  all.  In  the  mean  time,  this  company  is  import- 
ing iron,  and  there  is  a  delay  in  laying  down  the 
road,  upon  which  the  Postmaster  General  ha.<i  been 
obliged  to  stop  the  daily  mail.  It  is,  therefore, 
important  that  we  act  upon  this  bill  at  once.  Now, 
I  am  very  glad  that  we  have  got  into  this  general 
discussion.  1  am  glad  to  hear  gentlemen  upon  all 
sides  of  me  come  out  and  say  that  they  are  ready 
to  exempt  railroad  iron  from  duty.  I  shall  go  as 
heartily  into  this  question   as  anybody,  if  this 

?uestion  now  pending  can  be  got  out  of  the  way. 
will  vote  to  get  at  that  general  question  at  any 
moment,  but  I  do  not  like  to  embarrass  a  little 
proposition  like  this.  Gentlemen  say  they  are 
willing  to  exempt  all  roads;  then  why  not  relieve 
this  one  now  ?  As  I  know  the  House  is  impatient 
to  get  at  another  question,  and  hoping  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  will 
be  allowed  to  occupy  the  floor  to-day  as  he  desires, 
I  will  move  to  lay  this  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Is  it  in  order  to 
move  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair.  ^ 

Mr.  SMART  demanded  teOers;  which  were  or- 


i  dered,  and  Messrs.  Smart  and  Chandler  were 
appointed. 

I  The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
I  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconsideration  upon  the  ta- 
1  ble,  and  it  was  agreed  to — the  tellers  having  re- 
j  ported,  ayes  85,  noes  48. 

!  Mr.  Meade  called  for  the  previous  question 
'  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  understand  that  my  friend 
I  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  is  entitled  to  the 
I  floor  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on   the 
'  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  he  is  desirous  of  sub- 
;  mitting  his  speech  to-day.     I  appeal,  therefore,  if 
'  I  am  correctly  informed  upon  the  subject,  to  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  liave  no  objection  to  that, 
I  provided  the  gentleman  will  allow  the  call  for  the 
I  previous  question  to  be  sustained,  that  this  ques- 
tion may  come  up  on  Monday. 
i      Mr.  HOUSTON.    It  has-been  demanded,  and 
,  this  subject  will  hold  its  place. 
'      The  SPEAKER.     In  order  to  give  this  ques- 
tion the  preference,  the  main  question  ^must  be 
ordered  to  be  put;  then  you  only  can  pass  from  it 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Unless  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  is  seconded,  the  bill  will  not 
come  up,  as  a  matter  of  course.  I  insist  upon  that 
question  beingput. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  motion  is  in  order  any- 
how, and  I  therefore  insist  upon  it.  Under  the 
state  of  facts  I  have  mentioned,  I  hope  the  House 
will  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  th6  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  special  order. 
The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to. 
The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiBBARD  in  the  chair.) 

'  HOMESTEAD   BILL. 

j  The  CHAIRMAN.  The  business  first  before 
I  the^  committee  is  the  sp^al  order,  being^  House 
j  bill  No.  7,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture, 
I  and  for  other  purposes.  Upon  that  question  the 
;  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  is  en- 
'  titled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  then  addressed 
the  committee  an  hour,  in  reply  to  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  Rantoul  some  time  since.  He  referred  to 
the  remarks  of  that  gentleman  in  regard  to  the 
position  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  held  some  years  since 
on  the  abolition  question;  and  said  that  if  die  gen- 
tleman had  presented  other  facts  of  later  occur- 
rence, he  would  have  found  that  a  change  had 
taken  place  in  his  opinions.  If  the  gentleman  had 
gone  on,  and  said  that  afterwards  he(Mr.D.)  voied 
for  slaveholding  Presidents,  and  that  in  1844  he 
was  a  Delegate  to  the  Convention  which  nomina- 
ted a  slaveholding  candidate,  and  that  he  favored 
i  that  nomination;  if  he  had  gone  on  to  say  that  he 
'  was  opposed  by  the  Free-Soilers  in  his  district, 
and,  on  two  trials,  elected,  it  would  have  been 
unnecessary  for  him  to  make  any  further  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  D.  then  answered  the  charge  of  Mr.  Raw- 
TOUL,  that  he  libelled  Massachusetts  in  charging  a 
coalition  in  that  State.  He  said  that  he  had  stated 
nothing  but  certain  facts,  from  wliich  he  drew  cer- 
tain inferences,  and  the  question  was,  whether 
these  facts — which  his  colleague  did  not  undertake 
to  deny — warranted  the  inferences  he  had  drawn; 
and  if  the  facts  which  he  stated  were  such  that  the 
mere  statement  of  them  was  a  libel  upon  Massa- 
chusetts, it  did  seem  to  him  that  it  was  for  his  col- 
league, and  those  who  acted  with  him,  to  put  their 
hands  upon  their  mouths,  and  their  mouths  in  the 
dust,  and  apologize  for  having  any  connection  with 
this  act,  the  mere  statement  of  which,  his  col- 
league had  asserted,  was  a  libel  upon  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  D.  then  reviewed  the  opinions  held  by  his 
colleague  at  diflTerent  periods  of  his  political  career, 
to  show  that  they  had  not  been  uniformly  the 
same,  and  cited  proofs  of  his  connection  with  the 
Free-Soil  party  of  Massachusetts. 

In  conclusion,  he  referred  to  tlie  fugitive  slave 
law,  and  said  that  though  he  believed  that  in  many 
respects  it  required  alteration,  yet  there  was  an 
increasing  sentiment  throughout  the  country  that 
one  part  of  the  Constitution  was  as  binding  as  an- 
other; and,  as  it  regarded  this  question  of  detail, 
it  was  not  now  the  time  for  making  any  change. 

[Mr.  Davii  *s  speech  will  be  found  m  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 


Mr.  FITCH  here  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Fitch]  will  give  way,  I  wH!  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  question  '\l^as  then  taken,  and  the  motiou 
was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly the  special  order,  being  House  bill  Xo.  7, 
to  encourage  agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  ask  the  unanimous  roDsen: 
of  the  House  to  introduce  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa,  respecting  the  compromiw. 
I  will  merely  state  to  the  House  that  I  have  socght 
to  introduce  these  resolutions  for  weeks,  and  have 
not  been  able  tu  do  so.  I  trust  I  may  be  permiued 
to  introduce  them  now. 

Objection  being  made,  they  were  not  introduced. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ORR,  the  Hou»e  then  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  RANTOUL  :  A  bill  abolivtiing  tbc  duty  oo  nm 
silk  Imported  into  the  (Jnited  State*. 

By  Mr.  CHURCH  WELL  :  A  kill  to  admit  iron  nlUlbr 
railroad  purposes  free  of  duty. 


PETITIONS,  fcc. 

The  following  petitions,  memorial!i,  Slc,  were  preaenud 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  conmittect: 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana:  The  petition  of  G.  vr. 
Thomp*on,  Aleicander  Biles,  and  30  others,  relslrrs  u> 
"  Rio  Hondo"  claims  in  westttm  Louisiana. 
.  By  Mr.  MILLER:  The^ieinorial  of  sundry  cidxraio^' 
Howard  county,  Missoari,  praying  Con]^c«s  to  revise  »aA 
chanfe  the  duty  on  hemp  and  hempen  yams. 

By  Mr.  EDOERTON :  Petitions  of  citisOiiB  of  Fnitos 
county,  Ohio,  for  a  mail  route  from  cast  line  of  Cluiun 
township  to  Br>'aii,  in  WllliamB  county. 

ByMr.  KUH\S:  Six  petitions  from  cilizeniofPesft- 
sylvania,  praying  Congress  to  prohibit  the  iroportatioa  tf 
ardent  spirits  and  fermented  liquors  into  the  Uoiled  dtstrs, 
In  order  to  prevent  the  evils  of  intemperance. 

Also,  three  petitions  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvauhi,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  sustain  the  Wheeling  Bridge. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON :  The  memorial  of  James  M.  Ctasi- 
ents,  James  C.  Jones,  and  other  assistant  manbah  oi 
Franklin  county,  Indiana,  pra\ing  further  corapetusuoo. 
flic. 

By  Mr.  FITCH :  The  mcraortal  of  Benjamin  HeaJtW. 
aaaiscant  marshal  of  Jasper  conn^r,  Indiana,  and  of  Lcn 
Eastridge.  asaistant  marual  of  Wabash  county,  lodtsat, 
asking  additional  compensation  tor  services  in  takuig  iht 
census. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER:  Pour  memoHalif  nuaMfmHtr 
signed  by  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  a  renewal  of  Ibe 
patent  for  WoodwortliHi  planinx  machine. 

Also,  memorials  of  citizens  of  Germantown,  Phiiadelpbia 
county,  aitking  that  seamen  and  marines  who  served  in  thf 
war  of  1819  be  allowed  160  acres  of  pnblte  laad. 

By  Mr.  ABERCROMBIE:  The  memorial  of  the  trastsff 
of  East  Alabama  Female  College,  nskiof  a  grant  of  pubbe 
lauds. 

Aho,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  th^  State  o(  M*- 
bama,  asking  that  the  office  of  chaplain  may  be  abobebeil. 
.  By  Mr.  CURTIS :  Two  peUtaons  from  lb«  oxnttot 
Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  numerously  signed,  praying  ma 
moditication  of  the  tariff  act  of  1846  so  far  as  relates  to  iron. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE :  The  petition  of  Thomas  E  Obfw, 
that  the  Imunty  or  drawback  on  the  salt  exported  it  tbc 
schooner  Harvest  Home,  lost  at  sea,  be  allowed  Mm- 

By  Mr.  McCORKLE:  The  memorial  of  James  H.  L«s 
and  Broflicrs,  setUng  out  that  in  the  year  1849,  ia  the  StiiF 
of  California,  they  issued  out  $5,40U  worth  of  provisioBi  s«l 
breadstuflk  tii  distressed  and  starving  emigrants  from  tb« 
United  States,  and  praying  Congreu  to  refund  to  tbeai  ibc 
amount  so  expended.  ' 

By  Mr.  WELCH:  The  peUtlon  of  Da\id  Jones  tod 
Thomas  Crawford,  of  Vinton  county,  Oliio,  praying  for  sd^ 
ditional  conpenaation  as  deputy  marshals  in  nkiBg  w 
Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  APPLETON,of  Maine:  The  reroonsirsocs  oj 
A.  B.  Thompson  and  others,  against  a  renewal  of  P**^' 
patent  for  alleged  Improvements  In  reaction  waier-wiiew- 

By  Mr.  BRENT*  iS :  The  petition  of  H.  Toasley,  aa  as- 
sistant manhal  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  asking  additioaai 
compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census.  . 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  mexworial  or  ctb- 
zens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  protection  to  Amends" 
labor  and  the  industrial  interesuof  our  country,  by  an  siier- 

ation  of  the  present  tariff  s>'stem. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Phitadrt- 
piiia,  in  fkvor  of  an  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  petition  of  86  citii«i»« 
Oswego,  Now  Yorit,  for  a  Marine  Hospital  at  the  part  of 
Oswego. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  The  petition  of  Henry  DaffleM.Daj- 
iel  H.  Brown,  and  45  others,  citizens  of  the  co""^**[r2;i* 
adelphia,  opposed  to  the  exteoaion  of  the  Woorfwortn  pawoi, 
assigning  strong  reasons  therefor^  .       ^^ 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  De  Haven  and  35  others,  cm- 
zens  of  PhUadelphia  county,  in  IkvoroftbeeAtensionorw' 
Woodworth  patent  as  a  protection  to  the  in^rentire  gcois* 
ofthecountiy.  _  _,  .., 

By  Mr.  HASCALL  :  The  petition  of  JaiMS  %«*« 
and  J7  othera,  for  the  relief  of  tald  Picket,  who  wai  iw 
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praased  into  the  naval  leiTfce  of  Great  Britain  preTioas  to 
aad  daring  the  war  of  1819. 

By  Mr.  McDONALD  :  The  petition  of  J.  Perkini  and 
other*,  ridzent  of  Maine,  asking  for  completion  of  piers  in 
Rennebunk  river. 

By  Mr.  BARTLGTT :  Tlie  pedtiOQ  of  Bamael  Andrew*, 
of  Worcemer,  Yennont,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act 
ynustiuc  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiem,  ap- 
proved September  28,  1850. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  John  Ferat,  Ed- 
win Kingston,  Robert  Tempest,  and  46  others,  citiaens  of 
Plulftdeiphia,  praying  (br  the  extcnaioQ  of  the  Woodvorth 
patent  for  planing  boards,  &c. 

Also,  tht;  m<*morlal  nf  P.  K.  Dickinson,  Robert  H.  Cow- 
nn,  and  Thomas  D.  Walker,  residents  of  Wilmington,  in 
the  Btate  of  North  Carolina,  remonatratin^  against  the  et- 
teaaion  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BELL ;  The  peution  of  91  citizens  of  Greene 
count),  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  providing  that 
persons  employed  by  Government  in  the  Poet  Office  Dfe- 
partraent  shall  not  be  required  to  perfonn  services  of  said 
office  on  the  Sabbath  day  when  the  poblic  safety  does  not 
reqoire  it. 

By  Mr.  SNOW:  The  petition  of  J.  D.  C.  Stoaterbangh| 
H .  R.  MarHhalK  and  others,  citizens  of  Hyde  Park.  Dutchess 
county,  New  York,  in  fkvor  of  the  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Mosher,  Gerard  Manning, 
M.  L.  uorland,  and  others,  residents  of  Dutchess  county. 
New  York,  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W.  W.  Scrugham  and  others,  resi- 
dent^  of  Oie  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  extension  of 
the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER:  The  petition  of  the  selectmen  of 
Plymouth,  Massacboaeita,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
preaenmtion  of  Plymouth  lleach  and  the  protection  of  the 
work  alruadv  performed  by  authority  of  Congress. 

By  THOMAS  M.  HOWE:  The  petiUonof  P.  Wineman 
and  others,  citizens  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  praying  ft>r 
additional  protection  to  American  labor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Kerr  and  otliers,  citizens  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  canal  at  the  Falls  of 
the  river  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  George  P.  Heurici  and  others,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  C.  Curtis,  Willard  Leonard,  and 
others,  citizens  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  McCandler  It  Campbell  and  others, 
of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  Veale  and  others,  residents  of 
the  Upper  Peninsula,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  upon  the 
same  suhject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  William  Wemeburg,  Leopold  Sahl, 
and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to 
declare  the  forcible  intervention  of  one  State  In  the  mtemal 
affairs  of  another  State  to  be  a  violation  of  the  public  law  of 
the  world. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  Geoi^  Peterson,  Samuel  L.  Paden, 
Thomas  Kier,  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  additional  protection  to  salt,  iron,  coal,  glass,  and  cotton. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  March  8,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Bi;tler. 

E)(ECUTIV£  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied 
by  lists  of  the  cle'rks  and  other  persona  employed 
iiVthat  Department  during  the  3fear  1851;  and  the 
amount  paid  to  each;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  pnnted. 

The  PRESIDENT  oro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  showing 
the  disbtirsements  for  the  service  of  the  State  De- 
partment, including  foreign  missions,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1851;  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  pnnted. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ietn,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  show- 
ing the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the  senrice 
of  that  Department  on  the  1st  of  July,  1850;  the 
appropriauons  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
90,  lo51;  the  repayments  and  titinsfers,  with  the 
ameuQts  appiicaole  to  the  service  during  the  same 
period,  and  the  amounts  drawn  fVom  the  Treas- 
ury, with  such  appropriations  as  have  been  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1851; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  printed. 
PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate two  memorials  of  officers  of  the  army  serving 
in  New  Mexico,  praying  for  themselves  and  the 
soldiers  under  their  command  the  same  additional 
allowance  of  pay  as  is  granted  to  those  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  peution  of  Ar- 
nold Hunter,  an  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the 
Seventh  Census  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation;  whicn  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 


Also,  the  petition  of  Jordan  W.  Eldred  and 
others,  praying  that  the  law  abolishing  flogging  in 
the  Navy  may  not  be  repealed ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Manchester  and 
others,  praying  that  the  public  lands  may  be  grant- 
ed in  limited  quantites  to  actual  settlers  not  pos- 
sessed of  other  lands;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  the  heirsof  Brinton  Paine;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Heumann,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  with 
Mexico,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citisens  of  Bond  county,  Illi- 
nois, praying  that  bounty  land  may  be  granted  to 
certain  mounted  men  from  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
called  into  service  in  1832,  to  defend  the  frontiers 
against  anticipated  Indian  attacks;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memorial  of  Sarah 
Somers  Corson,  nearest siuriving  relative  and  heir- 
at-law  of  Richard  Somers,  who  fell  at  Tripoli  in 
1804,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WADE  submitted  a  communication  from 
P.  K.  Dickenson  &  Co.,  remonstrating  against 
the  further  extension  of  Woodworth  *s  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  three  memorials  of  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Conmiittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MORTON  submitl^d  additional  documenu 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Chandler  C.  Yonge; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  memorial  of  Roderick 
T.  Higginbotham;  the  memorial  of  Margaret  P. 
Hallclu,  administratrix  of  John  Halleu;  the  me- 
morial of  Andrew  Moore;  the  memorial  of  Daniel 
Davis;  the  memorial  of  Desha  Bunton;  and  the 
memorial  of  John  W.  Bunton,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  tribunal  to  review  the  dedsions  of 
the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  of  American  citizens  against  Mex- 
ico; which  were  rderred  to  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  ^exas,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Lynchburg 
to  San  Augustine  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  remonstrating 
against  the  further  extension  of  Woodworth  *s 
patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Of- 
fice. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  four  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  renewal 
of  Parker's  patent  for  improvement  in  water- 
wheels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  of  merchants 
and  others,  citizens  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  pray- 
ing that  ftirther  aid  may  be  extended  to  Collins 's 
line  of  steam-ships;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Brooke  county, 
Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the  renewal  of 
W(K>dworth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Officer 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  the  petition  of  the  chil- 
dren and  heirs  or  Uriah  Jones,  a  soldier  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  praying  a  pension ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  the  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Greene  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  on  Stmday  may  be 
prohibited  by  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  two  memorials  of  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  declare  their 
recognition  of  the  aoctrine  of  non-intervention  and 
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Erevent  its  infraction;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
lid  on  the  table. 

In  pre8enting[  this  memorial  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator said,  by  intervention  I  mean  the  right  to 
meddle  with  the  concerns  of  other  nations,  and 
especially  to  put  down  struggles  for  fVeedom  wher^ 
ever  efforts  are  made  to  establish  free  Cfovem- 
ments.    That  is  my  doctrine  on  intervention. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  a  grant  of 
land  to  certain  companies  therein  mentioned,  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Chicago,  through 
Janesville  and  Fond  Du  Lac,  to  Lake  Superior; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  rubllc 
Lands. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  petition  of  car- 
penters of  the  city  and  county  or  Philadelphia, ' 
remonstratii^  against  the  further  extension  of 
Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  whtdi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Lawrence 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mails  on  ounaay  may  be  prohioited 
by  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  of  C.  Churdiman  and  others, 
praying  appropriations  for  the  repair  of  the  break- 
water ana  piers  in  the  Delaware  river;  which  was  . 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  prayine  an  increase  of  the 
duty  on  iron;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  a  renewal  of  Parker  s  patent 
for  improvements  in  the  water-wheel;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  two  memorials  of 
assistant  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census 
in  North  Carolina,  praying  additional  compensa- 
tion; which  were  rcferrea  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  lumber  deal- 
ers of  Albany,  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  further  extension  of  Woodworth *8  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to 
navigation  in  the  Red  river;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Uommittee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Dr  George  Ekist,  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to 
review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  settlement  of  claims  against 
Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  on  that  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Phelps,  pray* 
ing  a  pension  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  si^ht 
caused  by  disease  contracted  in  the  naval  service; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RHETT  presented  the  petition  of  Ann  Y. 
Kelly,  administratrix  of  William  H.  Lee,  pray- 
ing tne  establishment  of  a  tribunal  to  review  the 
decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  against  Mexico;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
that  subiect. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  five  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Maine,  remonstrating  agamst  the  re- 
newal of  Parkers'  patent  for  improvements  in 
water-wheels;  which  were  rcferrea  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  UNDEIRWOOD  presented  a  meinorial  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  bounty  land  law;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

In  presenting  the  memorial  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor said:  The  petitioners  pray  that  the  bouncy 
land  act  of  September,  1850,  may  be  so  amended 
as  to  enlarge  the  quantity  of  land  heretofore 
granted  to  iSo  acres,  because  they  say  that  80  or 
40  acres  are  not  enough  for  a  farm .  Tbev  also  say 
that  soldiers  who  enUsted  in  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  who  spent  only  one  month  in  barracks  in 
comfortable  quarters,  get  that  quantity  of  land,  and 
that  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  fought 
several  battles,  ou£ht  at  least  to  fare  as  well  as 
those  who  renderea  so  little  service. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  FtiHon  cotmty,  Illinois,  praying  that  die  pabfio 
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lands  may  be  granted  in  limited  auantities  to  actual 
settlers  not  possessed  of  other  lands;  which  was 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  pray- 
ing a  ffrant  of  lands  to  certain  companies  therem 
named  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Chicago,  through  JanesviHe  and  Fond  du  Lac,  to 
Lake  Superior;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee>t>n  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  an  increase 
of  the  duties  on  coal, iron,  and  glass;  which  were 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  submitted  a  document  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  Thomas  B.  Parsons  to  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comurittee  on 
*  Pensions. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORTON,  it  wi^ 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  tranamtt  to 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  the  original  reporu  of  the 
exnminatlnn  of  the  ciniros  for  ■poliationa  by  the  American 
troops  in  We«t  Plnrida  in  1814  and  1818,  communicated  to 
the  Senate  by  that  Department  the  Idth  of  June,  1846. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  which  was  referred  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  submitted  a  report,  accompaniedh  oy  a 
bill  amendatory  of  existing  laws  relative  to  the 
half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  dime,  and  half  dime; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  that  2000  additional  copies 
of  the  above  report  be  printed;  which  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Roberts,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  P.  Yeo- 
mans  and  others,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Abraham  L.  Kincher- 
bocker,  reported  adversely  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Knapp, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  administra- 
tor of  Olive  Folsom,  suomitted  an  adverse  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  H.  Buxenstein,  submitted  an  adverse  re- 
port thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Le  Roy,  sub- 
miued  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  'read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the  5th  instant,  communica- 
ting copies  of  certain  contracts,  reported  in  favor 
of  printing  the  same. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committtee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  Board  of  Assistants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  presented  the  5th  instant,  reported  that  the 
same  be  notprinted. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Brinton  Paine,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and 
that  it  be  referred,  with  the  accompanying  papers, 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims.  It 
was  so  referred. 

BOUNTY  LAND  TO  SAILORS. 
Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
give  notice  to  the  Senate  that  I  will  to-morrow,  or 
some  day  thereaAer,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
grantinsT  to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  wno  served  in  the  war  against 
Mexico,  one  quarter  section  of  land;  and  to  all 
petty  officers,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands- 
men, and  boys,  and  to  all  others  who  served  on 
board  of  steamers,  one  quarter  section  of  land 
each. 

MESJ^AGES  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  raeasage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received  by  Mr.  Forkbt,  its  Clerk,  aDnounc- 


ing  that  it  had  passed  the  following  bills  from  the 
Senate: 

An  act  for  the  relief  oC  Rufus  Dwinel;  and 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  selling  the  lands 
mnted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for  teaching  the 
deaf  and  dumb; 

Also,  that  it  bad  passed  the  following  billsi^and 
requesting  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  **  America;" 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Payne; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  **  Kossuth;"  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Smith. 

The  four  last  named  biUs  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  were  re- 
ferred, the  first  and  third  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce;  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance; and  the  fourth  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Callan,  adminis- 
trator of  Daniel  Renner,  deceased ;  and 

A  bill  to  authorize  T.  H.  McManus  to  enter  by 
oreemption  certain  lands  in  the  Oreensburg  land 
district,  Louisiana. 

SURVEY  OF  NORTHERN  AND  CHINA  SEAS. 
Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Retolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  comroanisate 
to  the  Senate  his  opinion  of  the  expediency  or  a  reconnois- 
•ance  of  the  routes  of  navigation  in  the  Northern  seat  and 
in  the  China  and  Japan  seu,  and  whether  any  veaMli  be- 
longinf  to  the  service  can  bie  used  for  that  purpose ;  and 
aiso,  what  would  be  tbe  expense  of  such  a  recounoissance. 

THOMAS  B.  PARSONS. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Remloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grantinf  to  Thomas  B. 
Parsons,  who  received  an  injury  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  Htates,  arrears  of  pension,  or  the  difference  l^ween 
the  lialf  pay  of  seaman  and  a  petQr  officer,  in  which  capa 
city  he  was  acting  at  the  time  he  was  disabled.    * 

THE  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    I  desire  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  returns  of  the  last  census. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 

Aetoloed,  That  the  plan  ft>r  the  publication  of  the  returns 
of  the  census,  as  exemplifled  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  for  revision,  who  shall  exam- 
ine and  report  what  aHeration  shall  be  made  therein  before 
the  same  is  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  consider  this  resolution  at  this 
time.  We  have  delayed  this  matter  for  a  lon^  pe- 
riod .  The  plan  has  been  before  us  for  a  lon^  time, 
and  it  may  require  alteration;  and  I  submit  that 
the  most  competent  mode  would  be  to  submit  the 
matter  to  the  Senate  in  the  way  I  haveproposed. 
It  is  a  subject  of  great  importance.  There  is  a 
ereat  deal  m  some  respects  contained  in  the  tabu- 
lar statement  before  us  which,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
entirely  useless;  and  in  other  respects,  some  state- 
ments which  ought  to  have  been  made  have  been 
entirely  omitted.  It  is  a  matter  for  consideration; 
and  I  know  of  no  better  mode  than  by  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee,  so  that  we  may  know  what 
we  are  to  print,  and  in  what  form  we  are  to  send 
these  tables  and  facta  to  the  world  before  we  print 
them. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  lies  over. 

CHEAP  OCEAN  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  1  submit  tbe  followine  resolu- 
tion. As  it  is  one  of  intjuiry  merely,  I  asK  that  it 
may  be  considered  at  this  time: 

Rtaohed,  Th^t  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Afllhirs,  while 
coni«idering  the  haiiireand  extent  of  aid  proper  lo  besranted 
to  the  ocean  steamers,  be  directed  to  inqmre  wheuer  the 
present  charges  fhr  leneni  earned  by  these  steamers,  are 
not  onnecessHrily  large  and  burdensome  to  (brefen  corres- 
pondence, and  whether  something  may  not  be  done,  and, 
if  so,  what,  to  sacare  the  great  boun  of  cheap  ocean  post- 
al*. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  question  was 
stated  to  be  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  have  the  responsibility  of  shapirig  some 
measure  by  which  the  relations  of  our  Govern- 
ment with  the  ocean  steamers  will  be  defined. 
And  since  one  special  inducement  to  these  na- 
tions, involving  the  bounty  bow  enjoyed  and  far- 


ther solicited,  is  the  carryiag  of  the  mails,  I  utist 
this  committee  will  be  willing  to  inquire  whether 
there  cannot  be  a  reduction  on  ihe  pottage  «f  for- 
eign correspondence.  Under  the  postage  act  of 
1851,  the  Postmaster^  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  President,  has  power  to  reduce,  from  time  to 
time,  the  rates  of  postage  on  all  maihble  matter 
conveyed  between  the  United  States  and  any  for- 
eign country.  But  the  existence  of  this  power  in 
the  Postmaster  will  not  render  it  improper  for  tbe 
committee,  now  drawn  into  connection  with  this 
question,  to  take  it  intocarefulcoosideratioD,wuk 
a  view  to  some  practical  action,  or,  at  least,  reo* 
ommendation  thereon.  The  subject  is  of  peeo- 
liar  interest;  nor  do  1  know  any  measure  so  eatily 
accomplished,  which  promises  to  be  so  bene6ccnt 
as  cheap  ocean  postage.  The  argument  in  its 
favor  seems  to  me  at  once  brief  and  unantwerabb. 

A  letter  can  be  sent  three  thousatid  miles  in  the 
United  States  for  three  cents,  and  the  reasons  for 
cheap  postage  on  the  land  ar*  eqtially  applkahle 
to  the  ocean. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  conveyance  of  letters  can  be 
effected  in  saiUng  or  steam-packeu  at  less  cost  thu 
by  railway. 

Besides,  cheap  ocean  postajge  wiH  tend  to  sopcr 
sede  the  clandestine  or  illiat  conveyance  of  let* 
ters,and  to  bring  into  the  mails  all  mailable  matter 
which,  under  the  present  system,  is  carried  in  tbe 
pockets  of  passengers,  or  m  the  bales  and  boxei 
of  merchants. 

All  new  facilities  for  correspondence  naturally 
give  new  expansion  to  human  intercourse;  aod 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  through  an  increased 
number  of  letters,  cheap  ocean  postage  will  be 
self-supporting. 

Cheap  postal  communication  with  foreign  covn- 
tries  will  oe  of  incalculable  importance  to  tbecoiB« 
merce  of  the  United  States. 

By  promoting  the  intercourse  of  families  and 
friends,  separated  by  the  ocean,  cheap  postage 
will  add  to  the  sum  of  human  happiness. 

The  present  high  rates  of  ocean  postage,  naffiriv, 
twenty-four  cents  on  half  an  ounce,  forty-eignt 
cents  on  an  ounce,  and  ninety-aix  cents  on  aleuer, 
which  weighs  afVaction  more  than  an  ounce,  are  a 
severe  tax  upon  all,  particularly  upon  the  |)oor, 
amounting  in  many  cases  to  a  complete  prohibition 
of  foreign  correspondence.  This  snould  not  be  lo. 

It  particularly  becomes  our  country,  by  tbe  re- 
moval of  all  unnecessary  burdens  upon  foreign 
correspondence,  to  advance  the  comfort  of  Euro* 

Sean  emigrants  seeking  a  home  among  us,  and  to 
estroy,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  barrier  to  ^ 
intercourse  between  the  Old  World  and  the  New. 
And  lastly,  cheap  ocean  posta^  will  be  a  bond 
of  peace  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  will 
extend  good  will  among  men 

By  such  reasons  this  meeisure  is  commcoded. 
Much  as  I  rejoice  in  the  American  steamers,  which 
vindicate  a  peaceful  supremacy  of  the  seaa  and 
help  to  weave  a  golden  tissue  between  the  two  hear 
ispneres,  I  cannot  consider  these,  with  all  tbeir 
unquestionable  advantages,  an  equivalent  for  cbeip 
ocean  postage.  But  I  trust  that  they  are  not  in* 
consistent  with  each  other,  and  that  both  may 
happily  flourish  together. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  ptMtfC 
of  the  resolution ;  but  it  involves  an  inquiry  on  tne 
jNurt  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in  rek* 
tion  to  a  subject  of  which  I  do  not  see  how  ibey 
can  take  cognizance.  The  rates  of  postage  be- 
tween this  country  and  England  are  established  by 
treaty  arrangements  altogether.  In  rriatioo  to  die 
enormous  rates  of  which  the  Senator  from  Maeet- 
chttsetts  speaks,  I  would  reply  tbat  they  were  in- 
duced At  the  last  session  of  Cdngrsss  moretbta 
half,  which  was  all  we  thought  we  could  rednee 
them. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  will  be  observed,  io  the 
first  place,  that  the  resolution  is  one  of  ioquiiT 
merely,  and  that  it  is  directed  to  a  committee,  wkicn 
seems  to  me,  under  the  present  circums«Mices»  to 
be  the  most  competent  to  entertain  thatmqniry, 
for  this  reason:  that  it  is  speciallv  charged  w«di 
a  review  of  the  relations  between  theGJoremment 
of  the  country  and  the  ocean  steam-packeu,  on 
their  applicaUon  for  increased  bounty.  I  dwjre 
that  this  committee,  while  considering  this  sppwe- 
tion,  should  inquire  whether,  by  re6)mmeodaUon 
or  otherwise,  they  may  notdosoroething  to  promote 

cheap  ocean  postage.  If  the  committee  find  them- 
selves unable  to  do  anything  in  this  direction,  ti»<» 
the  inquiiy,  so  fkr  as  they  are  concerned,  endf. 


1852. 


THE  GONGRESI^ONAL  GLOBE. 


<?95 


It  may  tb«n  go  to  some  other  committee.  Before 
•ffering:  t^  reaoiutton,  I  conterred  with  at  lenst 
two  membera  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTaira, 
and  understood  from  them  that  the  resolution, 
would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  committee.  At 
the  present  moment,  while  the  question  of  bounty 
to  the  ocean  steamers  is  pending,  this  seems  to  be 
the  committee  to  which  it  belongs. 

Mr.  GWIN.  When  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
t^usetts  spoke  to  me  on  this  matter,  I  did  not  at 
the  time  see  the  bearing  of  it  so  well  as  I  see  it 
now.  With  my  present  views,  I  think  this  is  a 
subject  which  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office,  I  think,  ia  the  proper  committee,  if  it  is 
proper  to  refer  the  resolution  to  any  committee  at 
all.  I  certainlv  do  not  think  it  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  Perhaps  the  better 
way  would  be  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
until  the  Senate  have  had  time  to  consider  what 
disposition  they  will  make  of  it.  With  that  view, 
therefore,  I  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Will  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  hope  my  colleague  will  permit 
this  resolution  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads.  That  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee, I  think,  to  which  to  refer  it.  My  colleague 
will  perceive  that  no  change  can  be  made  in  the 
postal  arrangements  by  sea  without  a  concurrence 
on  the  part  of  other  Governments — that  is,  that 
we  cannot  diminish  the  rates  of  postage  firom  this 
country,  unless^uch  a  proposition  is  acceded  to  on 
the  other  side,  because  it  would  derange  the  whole 
system.  It  will,  therefore,  be  for  the  Post  Office 
<5ommittee  to  consider  whether  any  measures 
should  be  taken  to  effect  such  an  object. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  All  that  I  had  m  view  when 
I  offered  the  resolution.  I  was  aware  th|it  the  re- 
duction of  postage  depended  ultimately  upon  treaty 
stipulations.  I  did  suppose,  however,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body  having  the  subject  in  hand, 
might,  by  recommendation  at  least,  take  some  steps 
to  promote  that  object.  Perhaps  it  will  facilitate 
a  connect  underatanding  of  the  question,  if  the  reso- 
lution  »  r«ulasaiD.aDdI  woufdMk  that  thi. may 
be  done. 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts TMr.  Sumner]  whether  this  subject, 
which  certainly  is  a  very  important  and  interesting 
one,  would  not  more  properly  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations?  The  Committee 
on  Naval  Alfairs  is  burdened  with  a  very  exten- 
sive business  not  closely  connected  with  this,  while 
it  addresses  itself  l<^timately,  I  think,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  I  do  not  know  any 
other  subject  on  which  that  committee  could  he 
engaged  so  profitably  and  beneficially.  If  that 
committee  is  not  prepared  to  examine  the  subject, 
I  would  suggest  to  my  friend  from  Massachusetts 
to  permit  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a 
day  or  two,  till  we  have  time  to  consider  it  more 
fully. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  remark  that  the  res- 
olution was  predicated  upon  an  existing  fact,  name- 
ly: that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afmu«  is  now 
charged  with  a  special  subject  which  it  seems  to 
roe  at  the  present  moment  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  inouiry  into  the  importance  and  practi- 
cability of  cneap  ocean  postage.  You  will  ooserve 
that  in  tht  begmning  of  the  resolution,  particular 
reference  is  made  to  this  fact,  and  it  is  on  this  ac- 
count that  the  resolution  is  directed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  desire  to  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  bv  striking  out  <*  the  Committee  on  Na- 
Tal  Affairs,"  and  inserting  *'the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.'* 

Mr.  MASON.  I  think  the  Senator  fVom  New 
York  in  reviewing  that  motion  will  find  that  it  is 
a  mibiect  which  is  utterly  inappropriate  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. It  is  a  matter  which  relates  to  mail  con- 
tracts. 1  am  willing  that  it  should  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Navu  Affairs,  or  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads;  but  it  seems  to 
me,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  mover,  that  it  be- 
longs especially  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads.  It  is  a  matter  of  postal  regula- 
tion, afiactiDg  the  rerenuss  of  the  post  office;  and 


although  it  may  be  a  subject  which  refers  to  the 
relations  between  ocean  steamers  and  iheQoveru- 
ment,  which  is  a  question  now  before  the  Naval 
Committee,  yet  it  is  not  germane  to  that  subject. 
I  understand  the  ocean  steamers  want  an  increase 
of  compensation  from  tlie  Government  for  their 
services.  That  may  be  right  or  wrong.  That  will 
be  a  matter  for  the  Naval  Committee  to  inquire 
into;  but  whether  it  is  proper  for  thisGrovernment 
to  enter  into  any  arrangement  to  reduce  the  postage 
is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee.  I  submit,  therefore,  to  the  Senator 
fVom  New  York  to  withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Like  my  friend  from  Virginia, 
I  am  willing  that  the  resolution  should  go  either  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  or  to  any 
other  committee  except  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  Now,  each  of  us  seems  to  be  willing  that 
the  subject  should  go  to  any  committer  except  the 
one  which  we  are  upon.  1  think  it  would  be  bel- 
ter to  let  the  matter  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  until 
we  see  what  committee  will  be  the  most  proper 
one  to  take  char^  of  a  subject  of  which  none  of 
the  committees  hitherto  named  seems  desirous  to 
take  charge. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well;  I  am  willing  to 
consent  to  that. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Then  I  move  that,  for  the 
present,  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads  in  said  State,  the 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered 
oy  Mr.  Undebwood. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Dodoc]  in  a  speech 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any 
Senator  proposes  to  discuss  this  bill  further  to- 
day; I  do  not  myself  purpose  to  speak  upon  it  at 
all;  but  there  are  some  matters,  of  an  executive 
character,  to  which  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  and  whidi  Require  its  action.  I 
therefore  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  until  to-morrow,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  afterwards  moving  th^t  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senate 
that  I  desire  to  offer  a  rery  few  remarks  on  this 
bill  before  it  is  finally  disposed  of.  Therefore,  if 
the  honorable  Senator  will  permit,  I  will  make  the 
motion  to  postpone,  so  that  I  may  have  the  floor 
when  the  subject  again  comes  up. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  ac- 
commodate the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Then  I  move  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the 
Senate,  that  some  ten  or  more  days  since,  to-mor- 
row, (Tuesday,)  was  assigned  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  which  I  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce upon  the  subject  of  non-intervention.  The 
hoaorable  Senator  from  New  York  TMr.  Seward] 
has  the  floor  upon  that  subject;  and  it  is  very  de- 
i^rable,  indeed,  to  him  that  he  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to-morrow  to  deliver  his  sentiments  upon 
It.  I  shall,  therefore,  to-morrow  morning  ask  the 
Senate  to  take  up  that  question  with  a  view  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York.  After  that,  there  will  be  nothing  to 
interfere  with  this  bill,  and  Senators  can  express 
their  opinions  upon  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  will  of  course  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Senate  to  take  up  either  subject  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  To  accommodate  gentlemen, 
I  will  modify  my  proposition  by  moTtn^  to  post^ 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  until 
WednMda^r. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

D.  D.  MITCHELL. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 

House  of  Representativss,  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Fornct, 

its  Clerk: 

Mr.  PasaiOBHT:  The  Room  of  Repntentatives  have 
pawed  Beasts  biU  No.  161,  eoUiled  "  An  act  fbr  ths  relisT 
of  Lisutsnsat  Cotooel  MUcbeU.  of  lbs  Mats  of  MlsMMiri," 


witb  an  amendment,  in  which  I  am  directed  Co  aak  the  con- 
carrenc«  of  the  Senata. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM.the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  thjB  said  bill. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

<<  Strike  out  all  after  tlie  enaetinc  elau^  and  intert: 

**That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Attorney  General  of  the 
ITnited  Statea  to  prosecute  tbe  writ  of  error  pending  before 
the  flnpmnie  Court  of  tiie  United  Slates,  in  tbe  case  of  D. 
D.  Mitchell  vertuB  M.  X.  Harmony,  withoat  cost  to  tbs 
ptaintiirin  error. 

•*Sbc.9.  And  be  it /urthtr  enacted j  That  tbe  Attorsey 
C^eneral  be,  and  be  hereby  is.  directed  to  cause sucb  chan- 
cery or  other  proceedings  to  ne  insttlnted  io  tbe  name  of  D. 
D.  Mitchell  m.  M.  X.  UsrmoQy,  or  bis  assignees,  before 
the  proper  court  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  is  shall  stay  pro> 
ceedingfl  upon  a  certain  tudnnent  at  law,  in  tbe  name  of 
said  Harmony,  against  said  Mitebcll,till  tbe  rendition  of  an 
opinion  by  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  Un/ted  States  upon 
tbe  writ  of  error  aforesaid.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secmtary  of  tbe  Treasary  to  cause  such  security  to  be  en- 
tered by  the  United  States  as  s^iall  indemniQr  and  save  said 
Mitc^  ell  harmless  against  said  Judgment. 

**  bcc.  3.  wfnd  be  it  further  enacted f  That  whenever  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates  shaU  certify  to  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  that  the  vrrit  of  error  aforesaid 
ba«  failed,  or  thkt  no  further  steps  can  be  taken  at  law  or 
in  equity  whereby  to  avoid  tbe  payment  of  said  judgment, 
in  favor  of  said  Harmony,  rendered  in  the#tate  of  Missouri, 
then  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  liquidate  and  satisfv  said 
judgment,  damages,  and  costs,  out  of  any  money  ui  tbs 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.** 

Mr.MANGUM.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
a  bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Senate  at  this  ses- 
sion,  providing  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
judgment  obtained  a^tainst  Colonel.Mitchell.  ,This 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
poses  to  ^ve  the  defendant  in  the  original  suit  an 
opportunity  of  having  it  regularly  adjudged  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statesu  As  I  under- 
stand, the  verdict  was  deemed  a  rery  extraordi- 
nary one.  It  was  for  a  very  large  amount  of 
money:  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  hM  been  acting 
as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  was  unwilling  to 
bankrupt  his  private  fortune,  and  call  upon  ouier 
gentlemen  to  bankrupt  theirs,  in  all  probaoility ,  by 
entering  such  large  security  for  prosecuting  it  fur- 
ther. This  amendment  proposes  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  GK>vemment,  shall 
meet  that  responsibility;  and  if,  ultipnatelv,  the 
claim  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  good,  the  amenament 
only  provides  (what  wi  have  already  voted)  that 
the  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  I  nope  the  amendment  will  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  The  bill  which  was  origin- 
ally passed  by  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House, 
and  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  I  see  no 
other  member  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the 
Senate  now  present;  but  I  think  I  fairly  represent 
that  committee  in  advocating  the  immediate  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment,  in  reporting  the  bill 
originally,  the  committee  proceeded  upon  the 
ground  tnat  although,  in  their  opinion,  the  judg- 
ment was  an  improper  one,  and  had  been  obtained 
by  improper  means,  yet  Colonel  Mitchell  acted  in 
good  faitn,  and  should  be  protected.  On  that 
ground  the  Senate  passed  a  bill  for  his  relief.  This 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  se- 
cures all  the  rehef  which  the  bill  passed  by  the 
Senate  secured,  and  at  the  same  time,  authorizes 
and  requires  steps  to  be  taken  to  see  if  we  cannot 
also  refieve  the  Government  from  the  payment  of 
an  unjust  claim. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  agreed  to. 

KXBCUTIVE  8KS8T0N. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and 

The  Senau  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  8, 1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m«  Prayer  by 
the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  waa  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  first  business  in  order 
is  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  I  offer  the  following  reM>- 
lution  for  the  adoption  of  the  Houaai 
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Reaohed,  That  this  day  be  appropriated,  to  the  exduitoD 
of  all  other  bu»lnc«#,  to  the  call  of  the  States,  braimiim  with 
the  Btate  of  Maine,  Tor  r«eolution»t  and  bill«  of  whicii  pro- 
vioQi  notice  h«»  been  giverf,  aiid  upon  which  no  debate 
than  be  allowed. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  Let  us  Uave  reports  from 
committees.  ^      . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  introducUon  of  the  res- 
olution is  objected  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  Will  it  be  in 
order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  that  resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  not,  for 
the  reason  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Mitchell  is  now  before  the  House  on  a 
motion  to  reconsider.  When  that  is  out  of  the 
way,  it  will  be  in  order  to  submit  the  motion 
indicated. 

POST  ROADS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  PENN,  bv  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  submittca  the  joint  resolutions  of  tJie  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  certain  post  roads  in  that  State; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  called  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  to  offer  certain  joint  resolutious  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  DOTY  objected. 

Mr.  CLARK.  Will  it  not  be  in  order  to  move 
for  the  suspension  of  the  rifles,  witli  a  view  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution  proposed  bv  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Thompson?] 

LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MITCHELL. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  not,  untU  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Colonel  Mitchell,  immediately  before 
the  House  for  consideration,  is  disposed  of,  it , 
having  been  introduced  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules.  The  House  is  now  called  on  to  act  upon 
tliat  bill  thus  introduced. 

Mr.  STUART.     1  think  the  question  pending  I 
is  upon  a  motion  to  reconsider. .  { 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  pending  is  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wnich  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  STUART.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
postpone  that  subject? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  wUl 
be. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  make  the  motion  to 
postpone  it  for  thirty  dairs. 

rCriesof  "No!"  "No!"] 

Kf  r.  STUART.  I  understand ,  sir,  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  not  sit.a^n,  to  decide  this 
Question  now  before  it,  withm  thirty  days,  and  if 
tliat  be  so,  I  will  modify  that  motion  to  extend  it 
to  sixty  days — to  allow  time  for  the  Supreme 
Court  to  act  u|>on  the  question  before  it.  riow, 
I  submit  that  it  is  reasonable  for  the  friends  of  this 
measure— and  I  claim  to  be  one  of  them — to  proceed 
cautiously  and  prudently.  If  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  reverse  the  original  Judgment 
rendered  in  New  York,  then  relief  can  be  sought 
against  the  judgment  and  execution  in  Missouri. 
But  there  is  another  reason,  and  it  is  this:  There 
has  not  been  one  particle  of  evidence  furnished  to 
this  Congress,  so  for  as  I  have  been  enabled  to 
learn,  of  the  present  condition  of  that  judgment 
and  execution  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  A  report 
which  is  made  to  the  Senate,  and  which  is  said  to 
be  a  unanimous  one,  is  the  most  meager  thing 
imaginable.  Thai  committee  reports  unanimously 
t^t  the  judgment  ou^ht  to  be  paid.  They  report 
there  is  an  execution  issued  against  the  property  of 
Colonel  Mitchell;  that  it  is  levied  upon;  that  tJbere 
is  dano^er  of  its  bein^  sacrificed,  he  bankrupted 
and  rumed,  and  yet  thty  do  not  furnish  one  par- 
ticle of  evidence  to  sustain  that  fact.  And  it  will 
be  seen  that  they  speak  of  the  impending  difficulty 
existing  then— that  is,  four  months  ago.  It  exist- 
ed  then,  and  every  time  this  questionbas  come  up 
we  have  been  urged  to  act  precipitately,  without 
reflection,  without  evidence,  because  there  is  an 
impending  execution  over  the  property  of  that 
ag^nt— 4hat  it  is  about  to  bankrupt  him.  Now,  if  j  I 
this  has  existed  for  four  months— the  same  evil  j 
hanging  over  his  poperty — it  is  time  that  there  i 
was  evidence  of  it  here.  There  is  another  fact  ; 
which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  It  is  not  rea-  \ 
sonable,  nor  has  any  gentleman  here  yet  been  able 
to  furnish  any  evidence  how  it  is  reasonable,  that  i 
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judgment  should  be  rendered  a^inst  him  if  all 
was  (air.  I  insist,  and  I  do  so  with  proper  defer- 
ence, that  it  becomes  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  pause,  and  not  to  pass  a  law  paying  this  judg- 
ment, which  would  put  it  beyond  our  reach  even 
to  ^t  out  of  the  difficulty,  until  we  have  some 
positive,  incontrovertible  evidence  that  the  facts 
which  are  claimed  tp  exist  in  this  case,  do  in  truth 
exist. 

If  Colonel  Mitchell  shall  be  compelled  to  pay 
this  debt,  and  the  Supreme  Court  shall  reverse  tlis 
judgment  rendered  in  the  city  of  New  York,  it 
would  leave  a  remedy — the  money  can  be  recov- 
ered back  by  him;  but  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  pay  the  judgment,  it  would  be  gone 
forever.  I  am  disposed  to  indemnify  that  man, 
and  1  am  very  stronely  inclined  to  think  that  he 
should  be  indemnified;  but  I  say,  it  is  due  to  our- 
selves that  we  should  have  the  proof,  and  not  to  go 
and  precipitately  consummate  an  act  thatnever  can 
be  retrieved,  and  to  do  an  injustice  to  this  Gov- 
ernment for  the  want  of  the  proper  evidence  before 
us.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  take 
such  action  upon  this  subject  as  not  to  reject  it — 
1  do  not  wish  that  done — ^but  that  they  will  hold  it 
within  their  power  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  it  to  a  time  when  we  can  learn  fh)m  Missouri 
what  is  the  condition  of  thines  there,  and  to  learn 
fVom  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  What 
they  will  do  in  regard  to  the  original  jud^ent. 
That  there  is  a  writ  of  error  pending'  there  is  now 
thoroughly  shown.  It  is  beyond  dispute;  and  the 
court  nave  got  to  pass  upon  it.  If  they  reverse 
the  judgment,  then  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  pay  the  judgment  in  Missouri.  If  they 
shall  affirm  that  judgment,  why,  sir,  it  will  be  due 
when  the  court  meets  again  on  the  first  of  April, 
or  shortly  after.  It  will  be  in  ample  time  to  save 
this  man,  to  save  his  property,  and  to  save  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  from  an  in  justice 
that  may  happen  if  we  act  precipitately.  AliI  sug- 
gest, therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
IS  prudence,  and  a  proper  degree  of  discretion  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  Ims  been 
no  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  I  am  sure,  to  precipitate  the  action  of  the 
House.  The  other  aay,  while  it  was  imder  con-  [ 
sideration,  a  statemtnt  was  made  by  rae  that  no 
writ  of  error  was  pending — that  it  waa  abandoned. 
This  statement  was  made  upon  the  authocity  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs 
in  the  Senate,  which  I  then  had  before  me.  No 
one  was  more  surprised  than  myself  when  the 
statement  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
read,  showing  that  the  case  was  still  on  the  docket 
of  that  court.  Since  that  time,  by  the  kindness 
of  one  of  the  Judges,  I  have  been  furnished  With 
his  printed  copy  of  the  record,  and  now  have  it 
before  me.  If  any  relief  is  to  be  given  Colonel 
Mitchell,  it  must  t>e  given  early  and  promptly. 

The  gentleman  from  Micfiigan  [Mr.  STtfARTl 
now  proposes  that  further  action  upon  this  bill 
shall  oe  postponed  for  sixty  days.  That  proposi- 
tion I  am  bound  to  resist.  The  gentleman  says 
that  he  desires  to  know  what  evidence  we  have  of 
the  judgment  in  the  circuit  court  of  St.  Louis 
county.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  of  the  Senate  states  the  fact.  I  pre- 
sume no  record  was  brought  here  from  Missouri 
to  prove  it  by  that  character  of  evidence,  because 
during  this  winter  a  number  of  gentlemen,  mem- 
beM  o£  the  bar,  from  St.  Louis  countjr — gentle- 
men conversant  with  the  action  of  this  court  in  St. 
Louis — were  in  this  city,  and  I  suppose  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  that  statement  m  the  report 
was  mane  was  obtained  from  them. 

I  admit  this  would  not  be  legal  testimony  in  a 
court  of  justice,  nor  do  we  reqiure  that.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  no  one  will  deny  the  existence  of 
this  judgment,  and  that  it  is  the  one  against 
which  Colonel  Mitchell  asks  to  be  indemnified. 

The  property  of  Colonel  Mitchell  can  and  I 
fear  will  be  sold  under  the  execution  issued  upon 
the   judgment    which    Harmony    has   obtained 

X'nst  him  in  the  court  in  Missouri,  unless  we 
rd  him  relief.  There  is  no  power  here  to  stay 
that  judgment.  I  then  will  suggest  to  my  friend  ! 
that  perhaps  this  bill  may  be  so  modified  that  not 
only  relief^  may  be  afforded  Mitchell,  but  at  the 
same  time  the  Treasury  be  guarded.  Suppose 
this  bill  be  modified  by  the  Hotkse  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  Auorney  General  of  the  United  States 
^  shall  prosecute,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the 


writ  of  error  pending  in  the  Supreme  Coart  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  be  also  directed  to  take 
the  necessiiry  steps  to  stay  further  proceedb^ 
upon  the  judgment  issued  in  Missouri  a^ainu 
Mitchell^  u  it  can  be  done;  and  in  theerentof 
being  unsuccessful,  that  the  judgment  shall  be 
liquidated  by  the  money  that  we  shall  appropritte. 
Then  you  place  the  Unit«>d  States  to  defend  Calofici 
Mitchell.  You  prosecute  the  suit,  where  Colooei 
Mitchell  is  the  plaintiff  in  error,  now  pending  lo 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United' States,  and  yoa 
really  make  the  United  States  (though  not  in 
name)  defendant  in  the  judgment  whchnowexiiu 
in  Missouri. 

But  it  is  stated  that  this  judgment  might  bare 
been  postponed,  or  stayed,  by  the  action  of  tk 
courts  of  Missouri.  That  could  not  have  bees 
done.  No  defense  which  existed  prior  to  the  ren- 
dition of  the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  in  "Sew 
York  could  be  urged  as  a  defense  to  the  sui: 
brought  in  that  record  in  the  courts  of  Miseoori. 
Although  Colonel  Mitchell  might  have  felt  him- 
self aggrieved  by  that  judgment »  still,  soionFu 
that  judgment  was  unreveraed  and  in  force,  hebiul 
no  ground  of  defense  against  the  suit  which  w 
pending  against  him  in  Ute  St.  Louis  circuit  court. 
But  here  let  it  be  understood  that  in  Miasouri  ve 
have  abolished  the  forms  of  action  as  they  existed 
at  common  law,  and  our  suits  are  commenced  by 
petition,  and  that  not  only  the  plaintiflf  is  requir«i 
to  verify  the  facts  set  forth  in  bis  petition,  but  the 
defendant  is  required  to  make  answer  to  the  aII^ 
gations  contained  in  the  plaintifTs  petition,  and  to 
verify  his  answer  by  affidavit.  What  defeue 
could  Mitchell  make  ?  None  whatever.  I  say  he 
had  nothing,  therefore,  which  he  could  ui^e  tn 
defense  of  that  suit  which  was  brought  aoimt 
him  in  St.  Louis  county,  and  judgment  was  booad 
to  go  against  him.  I  desire  that  the  gentleman 
who  has  made  the  suggestion  shall  be  appriaed  of 
what  may  be  the  results  in  the  event  that  jiw 
seek  to  enjoin  that  judgment  obtained  in  Misaouh: 
ten  per  cent.'damsLj^,  besides  costs,  are  allowed 
by  tne  law  of  our  State  if  the  injunction  ahould  be 
dissolved. 

Gentlemen  have  inquired  why,  since  this  caie 
vras  taken  up  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  there  was  not  a  stay  of  ex^ 
cution.^  Do  you  believe  that  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Missouri — no  matter  what  his  reputatioi 
for  pecuniary  responsibility  may  be — if  he  ahooW 
be  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  a  iudgroeolto 
the  amount  of  |95,000  should  there  be  rendered 
against  him,  could  give  security  for  double  the 
amount  of  the  judgment — say  $190,000— in  order 
to  have  a  svipersedeas  of  the  execution?  U could 
not  be  done.  There  are  two  methods  by  which 
you  take  a  case  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In  one 
method  there  is  a  supersedeas;  and  that  ia  where 
you  give  bond  in  double  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
ment rendered,  with  security — the  sufficiencrof 
that  security  to  be  adjudged  and  determined  by 
the  court.  In  the  other  way,  you  may  take  an 
appeal  during  term  time,  or  within  ten  days  ih^e- 
after;  in  which  event  you  have  to  give  a  bond, 
with  security,  for  the  costs  of  prosecutinf  the 
appeal.  The  very  question  of  defense,  and  the 
very  charge  delivered  by  Judge  Nelson  in  the 
trial  of  this  case,  has  undergone  the  reviaion  of 
the  law  officer  of  this  Government,  and  I  hold 
here  in  my  hand  the  report  made  by  the  S^^^J^ 
of  the  Treasury— Mr.  Clark— when  he  wascalW 
upon  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  proaeculiyg 
the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  or  probability  of « 
reversal  of  the  judgment.  His  opinion  upo^^ 
subject  was  given  last  winter.  It  is  a  pamph^t 
containing:  some  twelve  pages. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  suit  was  P^^ 
in  New  York  under  the  instructions  of  the  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Shepard,  the  theM**- 
trict  attorney  for  the  Southern  dismct  of  >rir 
York,  was  directed  lo  defend  the  case,  and  to  aw 
Colonel  Mitchell  in  his  defense;  and  the  whole 
record  shows  that  Mr.  Shepard  was  the  a"*''^ 
in  that  case,  although  Colonel  Mitfhell  «npW 
another  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Eager  to  aia  »d 
his  defense.  It  appears  that  a  trangnpt  oi jnj 
record  was  presented  to  Mr.  Clark.  He  ^ey^f^J" 
the  case,  and  here  foUow  the  i^%;^^"t^S 
makes  upon  a  full  examination.  The  reco 
shows  that  the  counsel  for  Mitchefl  «?*P**°  *J 
the  charge  given  Jby  Judge  Nelson  to  the  jnry.  *n° 
the  biU  of  exceptions  is  contained  m  the  voiame 
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I  hold  in  my  hand .    The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
remarks: 

**  Upoa  a  AUI  exaioinatioo  of  the  whole  case,  1  oon- 
cJade: 

*'  Irt  That  there  la  no  error  In  tlie  charge  of  the  court  to 
ihmpkry.  Ifthere  wasenyerror,it  wasoneinAivorofthe 
defendant,  to  which  he  had  no  right  to  except. 

'<  9d>  There  haiaf  no  error  in  law,  no  dispute  concemina 
tbe  facts,  (they  haring  all  been  fbund  by  the  Jury,)  it  would 
be  nnjunt  tothe  parties  to  protract  useless  litigation ;  To  Har- 
taooy,  bv  delaying  the  piyoient  of  his  demand  Ibuod  by  the 
court  and  jury  to  be  Justi  to  Colonel  Mitchell,  by  keeping 
susfieQded  over  him  this  heavy  ludgmeot,  so  well  calcula- 
ted to  eu>t>arras8  and  discredit  hun. 

**3d.  If  there  be  any  error  in  the  charge  to  which  the 
defeadant  bad  a  right  to  except,  it  must  be  found  in  that 
part  of  it  wbich  speaks  of  the  existence  of  a  public  neces- 
sity, &c.  Now,  if  the  Supreme  Court,  baviog  the  case  be- 
fore it  on  a  writ  of  crroTr,  should  send  down  tie  case  for  a 
(•econd  (rial  for  the  reason  that  Colonel  Mitchell  did  act  un- 
der tbe  pressure  of  such  necessity,  and  was,  therefore,  jus- 
iMed  ia  seizing  the  property  for  the  pubUc  use,  then  in  what 
batter  condition  would  be  the  Oovemnient?  None.  It 
Teould  be  bound  to  make  Just  compensation  to  Harmony, 
instead  of  indemnifying  Colonel  Mitchell. 

**  4tb.  Should  the  case  eo  to  the  Supreme  Court,  fend  the 
qdestioa  of  the  right  of  impressment  of  private  property 
under  tbe  law  as  it  bow  exists  be  presented  to  it,  I  feel  an 
entire  confidence  that  they  wilt  decide  that  the  right  does 
iK)t  exist,  and  never  can  exist,  until  Congress  shaU  confbr 
it  by  law  passed  ia  pursuance  of  the  Constitntioo.  If  so, 
Coloael  Mitchell  cannot  avoid  the  payment  of  the  iudg- 
mcnt ;  and  as  be  acted  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  his  su- 
perior officer,  and  the  chief  in  command,  in  making  tlie 
velxure ;  and  as  that  order  and  seiaure  I  have  no  doubt 
waa  issued  and  executed  under  the  honest  belief  that  the 
•etzure  of  the  property  was  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
Army,  (though  in  pointoff^t,  as  it  subsequently  appeared, 
etich  necessity  did  not  exist,)  the  Government  is  bound,  by 
every  principle  of  justice,  to  stand  between  him  and  all 

In  tlie  decision  of  the  court,  it  stated  that  the 
seizure  of  property  took  place  some  distance  north 
of  the  place  where  the  battle  of  Sacramento  was 
fought.  It  was  at  the  time,  however,  when  Colo- 
nel Doniphan,  with  about  nine  hundred  volun- 
teers, was  proceeding  upon  his  march  to  the  city 
of  Chihuahun,  a  city  containing  a  population  of 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants. 
Whilst  on  this  march  he  received  information  that 
the  Mexicans  had  assembled  in  l^rge  force  and 
were  prepared  to  give  battle.  The  information 
was  true,  and  the  battle  of  Sacramento  was  shortly 
after  fought,  in  which  nine  hundred  of  our  votan- 
teers  were  engaged  against  more  than  four  thou- 
sand Mexicans.  The  traders  and  teamsters  accom- 
panying our  arm^r  amounted  to  three  hundred. 
They  were  organized  by  command  of  Colonel 
Doniphan  into  two  companies,  commanded  by 

Siqjtains  Glasgow  and  Skillman,  composing  a 
Utalion  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Owens,  a 
trader  from  Missouri,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Sacramento. 

The  seizure  of  Harmony's  ^oods  was  consum- 
mated when  he  was  compelled  by  Colonel  Mitch- 
ell to  follow  in  the  rearof  the  army,  and  when  his 
teamsters  were  ordered  (if  the  emergency  should 
arise^  to  abandon  the  teams  and  whips,  shoulder 
the  nfle,  and  fight  our  enemies. 

I  therefore  hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Michi^n  [Mr.  Stuart]  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  any  rehef  is  to  be  given  Mitchell,  it  must 
be  given  speedily.  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as 
any  man  can  go  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  at  the  same  time  I  ask  that  you  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  citizen.  I  am  desirous  of  a 
full  investisiation  of  the  question.  I  wish  not  to 
avoid  it.  I  was  importuned  by  my  friends  to  shut 
out  discussion.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  stated  that 
Colonel  Mitchell  has  called  upon  this  House  and 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  do  an  impro- 
per act. 

Let  me  remark,  that  by  the  laws  of  our  State, 
real  estate  can  only  be  sold  on  execution  during 
terra  time;  and  if  tlie  sherifiT  does  not  find  suflicient 
real  estate  upon  which  to  levy  the  execution,  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  levy  upon  personal  prop- 
erty of  the  defendant,  and  that  can  be  sold  upon 
ten  days'  public  notice.  Harmony  has  the  entire 
control  of  this  judgment,  and  from  this  time  for- 
ward no  indulgence  to  Mitchell  can  be  expected. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  a  question.  If  I  understood  him 
to  say  he  would  be  satisfied  if  this  bill  could  be 
BO  modified  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  name  of  Mitchell,  should  be 
authorized  to  prosecute  the  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  also  obtain  a  stay  of  execution  upon 
the  iudgment  in  Missouri  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Yes,  sir;  I  aaid  this.  I  am 
satisfied  if  we  could,  by  our  act  here,  substitute 


the  Government  as  plaintiff,  and  also  direct  tha 
Attorney  General,  or  some  other  officer  of  the 
Government,  to  defend  Mitchell  against  that  judg- 
ment obtained  in  Missouri;  and  in  the  event  the 
defense  is  unsuccessful,  then  to  appropriate  money 
to  pay  the  iudgment.  I  will  be  satisfied  with  that, 
and  it  is  all  I  ask  for. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  move  to  amend  by  postpon- 
ing the  matter  to  the  first  Monday  in  May,  so 
that  it  may  come  upon  a  Monday. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  I  imagine  that  the  object 
which  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stu- 
art] seeks  to  obtain,  will  not  be  reached  by  the 
postponement  which  he  moves.  It  is  evident  that 
this  case  has  been  recently  tried  in  the  circuit 
court  of  New  York.  It  stands  as  a  recent  case 
upon  thecalendar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  every 
gentleman  who  is  acouainted  with  the  situation  of 
tnat,  must  be  aware  that  no  action  of  the  Supreme 
Court  will  be  had  upon  this  case  until  long  after 
the  time  to  which  the  gentleman  moves  to  post- 
pone this  matter  shall  have  expired.  In  that  view 
of  the  cose,  and  inasmuch  as  the  friends  of  the  bill 
are  willing  it  shall  be  so  modified,  as  the  rights  of 
the  Government  upon  one  hand  may  be  perfectly 
protected  by  the  action  of  their  very  able  Attorney 
General — and  at  the  same  time  an  investigation 
may  be  had  in  this  matter — and,  if  possible,  which 
I  presume  can  be  done,  the  interests  of  the  party 
who  appeals  here,  Mr.  Mitchell,  may  be  protectee!, 
if  this  writ  of  error  is  intended  to  be  seriously  pros- 
ecuted in  the  Supreme  Court,  which  will  test  the 
merits  of  the  case,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in 
staying  the  proceedings  upon  the  iudgment  of  the 
court  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, if  the  House  will  take  such  action  upon  this 
bill  as  to  meet  the  views  which  have  been  stated 
by  th^  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelps,] 
justice  would  be  done  to  every  party,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  Government  would  be  protected. 
The  interests  of  this  individual,  whose  services 
have  been  stated  to  be  highly  meritorious,  will  be 

Erotected,  and  there  surely  can  be  no  objection 
y  the  Government  to  such  a  course.  If  upon  an 
investigation  upon  the  merits  of  this  case,  which 
will  come  up  in  the  argument  upon  the  writ  of 
error,  it  shall  turn  out  that  there  is  error,  and  tlie 
judgment  be  reversed,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the 
matter,  and  the  case  will  be  decided  upon  its 
merits.  The  only  suspicion  that  has  arisen  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  it  strikes  me,  has  arisen 
from  the  fact,  that  the  individual  whose  property 
was  originally  taken  is  said  to  have  been  willing 
to  have  received  a  far  smaller  amount  in  satisfac- 
tion of  damages  than  has  been  now  recovered 
against  Colonel  Mitchell.  Every  eentleman  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  wnich  these  mat- 
ters are  presented  and  disposed  of  here,  and  with 
the  rules  of  evidence  which  would  apply  to  cases 
of  this  kind  in  an  investigation,  according  to  the 
strict  rules  of  law  in  court,  will  see  at  once  that 
this  might  well  exist,  and  an  individual  might  be 
willing  to  take  upon  the  immediate  action  of  the 
Government  a  smaller  sum,  which  would  cover 
about  his  outlay  of  expenditure  upon  these  ^oods; 
whereas  if  he  was  driven  into  a  court  of  justice 
and  was  obliged  to  defend  his  case,  he  would  in- 
sist upon  all  tnat  the  rules  of  law  would  give  him, 
and  those  would  give  him  the  full,  the  enhanced 
value  of  all  these  goods  that  were  taken  from  him 
and  destroyed  by  Colonel  Mitchell. 

A  Voice.    They  were  not  destroyed. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  Whatever  it  may  have  been , 
they  were  taken  out  of  his  possession,  and  he  lost 
the  value  of  them  at  any  rate.  I  hope  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stuart] 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  House  will  now  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  has  been  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  and  that  the  amendment 
which  has  been  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  will  be  adopted,  and  then 
complete  justice  can  be  d^neto  all  parties,  and  the 
rights  of  all  secured. 

Mr.  HOUSTON .  Is  it  in  order  to  ask  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  this  motion  to  postpone? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Then  I  make  such  motion  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  learn  that  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  asks  for  the  previous  question.  I 
only  desire  to  know  whether  it  will  extend  further 
than  the  question  to  postpone  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decided  the  other 
day  that  the  previous  question  did  apply  only  to 
the  question  to  postpone,  which  decision  was  sus- 


tained by  the  House.  Upon  looking  into  the  law 
relating  to  that  subject,  however,  the  Chair  is  dis- 
posed to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  decision. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  to  know  what  islhe 
decision  of  the  Chair  now  upon  the  subject — how 
far  does  it  extend  ? 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  What  will 
be  the  efiTect  of  the  previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  bring  the  House  to  a 
direct  vote;  first  upon  the  question  of  postpone- 
ment, and  if  that  tails,  upon  the  reconsideration 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston]  to  withdraw  his 
call  for  the  previous  question.,  I  promise  to  say 
all  I  have  to  say  witiun  five  minutes. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  very  anxious  to  dis- 
pose of  the  bill  and  proceed  to  other  business.  I 
will,  however,  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous 

?|uestion  for  five  minutes  in  favor  of  the  gentleman 
rom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  now  ask  that  the  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair, 
may  be  read. 
It  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  to  prosecute  the  writ  of  error  pending  t>eforc 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  la  the  eai^  of  D. 
D.  Mitchell  m.  M.  X.  Harmony,  without  coat  to  the  plain- 
tiffin  error. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Attorney  General  be  and  he 
it  hereby  directed  to  cause  tiuch  chancers^,  or  other  proceed- 


ings,  to  be  instituted  in  the  name  of  O.  D.  Mitchell  w.  M. 
X.  Uannony,  or  his  assifneea,  before  the  proper  court  at 
Sl  Louis.  Missouri,  as  shall  stay  proceedings  upon  a  certain 
hidgment  at  law,  in  the  name  of  said  Harmony  against  said 
Mitchell,  until  the  rendition  of  an  opinion  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  upon  the  writ  of  error  aforesaid, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  such  security  to  be  entered  by  the  United  States  as 
shall  indemnify  and  save  said  Mitchell  harmless  against 
said  judgment. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  the  writ  of  error  in  the  cause  aforesaid  has  failed, 
or  that  no  further  steps  can  be  taken  at  law  or  in  equity, 
whereby  to  avoid  the  payment  of  said  judsment  in  flivor  ot' 
said  Harmony,  rendered  in  the  Sute  of  Missouri,  then  it 
shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  liquidate  and  satisfy  said  judgment, 
damages,  and  costs,  out  of  any  money  In  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  M.  continued.  If  I  can  have  the  ear  of  the 
House  for  five  minutes  I  think  I  can  make  the 
merits  of  this  substitute  understood. 

A  Voice.  We  understand  them  ahready.  *  There 
is  no  need  for  explanation. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  gentleman  says  there 
is  no  need  for  explanation.  If  my  amendment 
covers,  then,  the  proper  view  of  the  case,  I  hope 
I  shall  be  allowed  to  ofifer  it,  and  that  it  will  oe 
adopted.  I  will  state  that  I  have  looked  into  the 
record  in  relation  to  this  case,  and  for  one,  I  will 
not  vote  for  the  payment  of  this  money  so  long 
as  there  is  a  chance  for  reversing  the  judgment 
in  relation  to  that  case.    I  hope  the  motion  to 

ftobtpone  will  be  voted  down,  unless  the  gentleman 
rom  Michigan  [Mr.  Stuart]  will  consent  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  have  no  objection  to  with- 
drawing my  motion  to  postpone,  if  the  gentle- 
man's object  can  be  efiected  by  it.  If  I  understand 
the  order  of  business — my  motion  being  with- 
drawn— the  question  will  recur  upon  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whicn  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  should  that 
prevail  the  gentleman's  substitute  will  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  will  then  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  STUART.  Then  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  to  postpone. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  now  offer  my  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  supposes,  before 
the  amendment  is  received,  the  question  must  be 
taken  on  reconsidering  the  vote  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HALL.  Can  the  amendment  not  be  of- 
fered by  unanimous  consent  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent  the 
entire  action  under  the  previous  question  may  be 
considered. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
was  then  declared  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  believe  the  question  now 
pending  is  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute. 
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Mr.  OLDS.    Is  debate  in  order? 
The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 
Mr.  HALL.    I  thought  the  previous  question 
htA  been  called  upon  this  amenament. 

The  SPEAKER,  So  it  had,  but  by  unanimous 
consent  it  was  set  aside  in  order  to  admit  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  understood  that  unanimous 
consent  was  eiven  for  tli^  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  NIarshall]  to  introduce  his  amend- 
ment merely,  but  not  to  interfere  with  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  bo  under- 
stand it.  The  Chair  understood  the  proposition, 
and  so  propounded  it,  that  unanimous  consent 
should  be  griven  to  remove  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question  altogether. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  was  proceeding  to  remark, 
that  if  I  understood  the  purport  of  the  substitute 
I  should  not  be  in  favor  of  it.  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  claim,  the  great  question 
with  me  is  as  to  its  amount,  and  I  desire  a  further 
opportunity  of  inquiring  into  it  before  it  is  finally 
acted  upon.  The  effect  of  the  substitute,  as  I 
understand  it,  will  be  to  have  a  writ  of  error  prose- 
cuted for  the  purpose  of  showing  whether  or  not 
Ihe  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  made  up 
properly  or  not.  It  was  stated  the  other  day  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven,] 
Chat  from  a  conversation  he  had  with  Judge  Nel- 
son, he  learned  the  fact  that  the  question  litigated 
iji  the  circuit  court  before  him  was  in  relation  to 
the  validity  of  the  claim,  bu^not  in  relation  to  the 
amount,  but  that  the  amount  was  agreed  upon  by 
the  parties.  It  was  stated  upon  this  floor  the 
other  day  when  this  bill  was  before  the  House, 
that  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit,  Mr.  Harmony,  had 
offered  to  take  |30,000  for  his  claim,  and  the  fact 
was  not  contradicted.  Now,  if  this  be  true,  I 
desire  to  know  why  a  judgment  was  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  ^5,000?  1  have  looked 
into  the  schedule  prepared  in  the  case  to  see  if  I 
could  find  any  reason  for  this  judgment.  I  find 
that  the  estimates  for«  the  property  taken  on  the 
occasion  to  which  it  relates  are  made  out  in  round 
numbers.  It  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  what 
is  called  bleached  shirting,  and  the  amount  is  made 
out  in  round  numbers  at  the  rate  of  thirty-one  and 
one  quarter  cents  per  yard.  The  quality  of  the 
doth  is  not  in  any  way  shown,  but  it  is  to  be  pre- 

flume4  *hat 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  think  I  can  explain  in  regard 
to  that  matter.  The  value  of  the  property,  estab- 
lished by  the  testimony  taken  in  the  case,  was 
JP5,000,  and  was  baseci  upon  the  price  the  goods 
were  worth  in  that  country  at  the  time  and  place 
they  were  taken.  That  testimony  shows  the 
value  of  the  goods,  with  the  interest  upon  the 
amount,  up  to  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  the 
jud^ent. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  can  only  say  in  relation  to 
it,  that  I  have  the  documentary  evidence  before  me. 
and  it  does  not  bear  out  any  such  conclusions.  I 
will  state  the  facts  which  are  contained  in  this  doc- 
ument. It  says  the  property  consisted  mostly  of 
unbleached  shirting  cotton,  estimated  at  thirty-one 
and  a  Quarter  centa  per  yard.  Now,  that  is  a  spe- 
cies or  merchandise  of  which  all  of  us  know 
something.  We  know  that  the  article  which  is 
here  estimated  at  thirty-one  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  yard,  is  worth  from  eight  to  ten  centa.- 
A  Voice.  Less  than  that. 
Mr.  HEBARD.  I  am  aware  that  it  can  be 
bought  for  much  less  than  that,  but  I  did  not 
choose  to  put  it  at  the  lowest  prices.  I  presume 
this  was  an  article  which  could  be  bought  for  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  yard.  Now,  what  will  be 
the  actual  expenses  of  transporting  these  goods 
from  the  place  in  which  they  were  purchased  to 
Chihuahua,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  I  do  not 
know;  but  I  do  not  believe  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion would  eaual  the  price  at  which  the  cloth  weui 
purchased,  i  come  to  this  conclusion,  and  I  do 
not  believe  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  can  come 
to  any  other,  trom  the  proof  furnished.  This 
|95,0d0,  then,  must  come  from  some  other  source 
than  this  property;  for  even  at  the  price  at  which 
it  is  estimated,  it  will  only  amount  to  about 
|dO,000.  I  say,  I  do  not  believe  a  single  gentle- 
man in  this  House  can  come  to  any  other  conclu- 
sion than  that  this  property  was  valued  at  more 
than  one  hundred  per  cent,  above  its  actual  value. 
And  before  I  ran  vote  to  have  this  claim  allowed 
and  paid,  as  I  said  before,  I  want  to  know  upon 


what  ground,  upon  what  basis,  a  iudgment  was 
rendered  against  Colonel  Mitchell  for  $95,000? 
Perhaps  it  can  be  explained;  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  vote  this  money  until  I  can  have  some  proot, 
other  than  that  which  I  now  possess,  that  it  ought 
to  be  paid.  I  think  some  investigation  should  be 
made  into  the  matter,  if  I  am  correctly  informed. 
Colonel  Mitchell  made  an  agreement  in  relation  to 
the  amount  of  damages  to  which  Harmony  was 
entitled. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in 
regard  to  the  facts.  Colonel  Mitchell  made  no 
agreement  in  regard  to  tlie  damages.  The  testi- 
mony shows  the  amount  of  damages,  and  the 
judgment  was  rendered,  I  believe,  upon  the  evi^ 
dence  of  three  witnesses,  who  testify  that  the  price 
which  was  allowed  was  the  price  at  which  the 
property  was  valued  in  Chihuahua  at  the  time  it 
was  taken. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  should  like  to  know  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelfs]  where 
this  testimony  was  taken,  because  the  facts  he 
states  do  not  corroborate  those  which  I  have  be- 
fore me. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  testimony  was  taken  by 
virtue  of  a  commission  issued  from  the  circuit 
court  of  the  Southern  district  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  A  portion  of  it  was 'taken  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  a  portion  in  New  York  city,  and  a  part 
of  it,  the  testimony  of  one  witness,  either  in  New 
Mexico  or  Chihuahua.  I  speak  of  the  testimony 
which  was  before  the  court,  and  not  of  that  which 
was  taken  in  support  of  Harmony's  memorial  to 
Congress  for  relief. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  was  proceeding  in  my  argu- 
ment upon  the  assumption  that  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  FMr.  Haven,]  in 
relauon  to  the  manner  in  which  the  judgment  was 
rendered,  weui  correct;  and  in  connection  with  that, 
I  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  value  put  upon  his 
own  ^oods  by  Mr.  Harmony  at  the  time  he  pre- 
senteu  his  claim  to  Congress  for  relief. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  state  the  testimony  of 
John  Gracia,''who  was  sworn  as  a  witness  upon 
the  trial  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  states  he 
is  acquainted  with  the  traders,  and  familiar  with 
the  quality  and  price  of  goods  in  the  Mexican 
trade.  His  statement  is  merely  in  relation  to  the 
value  of  some  particular  goods.  The  testimony 
of  Mr.  Low  shows  that  the  value  of  the  goods, 
cmd  of  the  mules  and  wagons  taken  near  El  Paao, 
was  175,263  94,  estima^  according  to  the  price 
there.  That  the  interest  from  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1847,  to  the  lOth  of  September,  1850,  at 
the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.,  is  A19,129  50,  making 
in  the  aggregate  $95,393  49.  The  whole  judgment 
was  for  some  j|^0,000. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  The  explanaUon  of  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  relieved  my  mind  upon  the  point 
raised  by  me  in  the  slightest  degree.  Now,  this 
case  does  not  show  upon  what  ground  the  estimate 
of  the  value  of  that  property  was  founded.  By 
looking  at  the  schedule,  it  will  be  seen,  as  I  stated 
before,  that  it  is  made  up  mainly  of  cotton  goods, 
unbleached  shirtings,  put  by  the  bale,  at  the 
price  of  thirty-one  and  a  quarter  rents  per  yard. 
Now,  I  wish  to  know  upon  what  basis,  either  of 
the  witness  or  of  the  claimant  himself,  he  puts  a 
price  of  thirty-one  and  a  quarter  cents  to  cloth  of 
that  description,  which  every  gentleman  who 
is  acquainted  widi  the  article,  knows  can  be  pur- 
chased anywhere  in  the  United  States  at  trom 
six  to  ten  cents  per  yard.  Now,  I  have  not  much 
more  to  say  upon  this  claim,  but  I  wish  to  know 
upon  what  ground  such  a  judgment  was  rendered 
in  the  court  of  New  York. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  In  relation  to  the  vahie  of  this 
property,  permit  me  to  read  an  extract  from  a  dep- 
osition taken  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  before 
William  A.  Hereford,  Commissioner.  It  is  from 
the  deposition  of  Joe€  Maria  Una  Naffarondo: 

"Tottatt  tiztti  Interrogatory  be  taith:  Tbat  lach  goods 
as  Uie  plalniUrieft  at  Cbihuabua  could  have  been  sold  aud 
did  sell  in  Uie  dty  and  Slate  of  Cbihuabua,  in  and  for  sev- 
eral months  previous  to  tbe  month  of  February,  1847,  at  the 
following  prices :  the  bleached  shirting  at  thirty-one  and  a 
quarter  cents  per  vara,  the  prints  at  tbuty-one  and  a  quar- 
ter cents  pet  vara,  the  brown  shirting  at  thirty-one  and  a 
quarter  cenu  per  vara."  The  prices  of  various  other  ar- 
ticles are  also  given  by  this  witness. 

The  witness  testifies  to  the  price  of  these  goods 
in  the  month  of  February,  in  the  city  of  Chihua- 
hua, within  whose  limits  those  goods  were  taken. 
He  further  testifies  that  he  examined  those  goods 
at  the  time  they  were  there  in  the  ciutody  of  those 


troops,  and  be  also  made  an  inventory  of  them  in 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  1847.  The 
number  of  yards  is  specified.  It  shows  the  nom- 
ber  of  ^ales,  and  the  oi^mber  of  yards  in  each 
bale  of  the  various  articles  taken.  The  prices  of 
the  other  articles  were  furnished  by  the  testimooy 
of  Aranjo  and  Oliver. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  It  has  turned  out  as  I  aup. 
posed  it  would  when  investigating  the  testimony, 
and  it  conforms  to  the  supposition  I  had  before. 
The  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  whose  names  1 
would  not  attempt  to  pronounce,  says  that  this 
kind  of  property,  of  which  I  am  spealdng,  bu 
been  solo  in  Chihuahua  for  thirty -one  and  a  quar- 
ter cents  per  yard . 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  gentleman misundentasdi 
me.  The  testimony  was  *'  that  tuck  goods  hafe 
been  sold,"  not  that  then  goods  have  been  sold. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  The  gentleman  misunderstood 
me.  I  so  stated,  or  intended  to.  What  then 
goods  could  have  been  sold  for  is  not  known.  He 
only  aays  that  goods  like  these  could  have  beeo 
sold  for  that  price.  Now,  this  whole  mauershovi 
most  conclusively  to  my  mind  that  there  haa  beca 
an  entire  fictitious  value  placed  upon  these  articlei 
for  some  purpose;  whether  for  the  benefit  ofHv- 
mony,  or  whether  Colonel  Mitchell  is  to  share  ia 
the  enormous  profits  to  be  made  upon  them  out  of 
the  Government  in  case  this  judgment  ii  paid  bj 
it,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say;  but  I  undertake  to 
say  that  there  is  an  attempt  nere  to  do  that  whicb, 
if  successful,  will  be  an  enormous  swindle,  in  mj 
judgment,  upon  the  Government.  These  gooa 
are  valued  at  a  price  three  or  fbiu*  ttihes  the  coat 
of  them  here. 

Now  look  at  this  matter  a  little  further.  Then 
is  some  other  property  besides  these  cotton  eoodi; 
and  all  this  property  together,  estimated  at  the  ex- 
orbitant ana  unreasonable  price  put  upon  it  bv  the 
claimant,  amounts  to  only  about  02,000.  There 
were  a  few  mules  also  taken,  and  those  he  esti- 
mates at  1 100  a  piece.  That  is  a  kind  of  property 
of  which  I  know  little.  He  also  claims,  for  dam- 
ages done  to  the  mules  and  wagons  while  in  tbe 
^arge  of  Colonel  Doniphan,  the  round  anm  ef 

t5,0S0.  How  many  there  were,  and  what  the 
amage  was,  does  not  appear.  The  damage  w\oA 
he  claims  is  stated  to  be  seventy-five  per  cent,  upoa 
the  whole  value,  and  the  whole  value  is  at  the  ran 
of  about  1 100  each;  in  other  words,  he  claims  for 
damages  done  these  mules,  (75  each. 

Another  item  in  this  bill  is,  expenses  for  bismes 
and  animals  while  in  the  chaige  of  Colonel  Dooi* 
phan,  |5,000  in  round  numbers,  without  eo^ 
into  details  of  what  those  expenses  consisted.  He 
has  charged  for  thirteen  months,  |6000;  or  for  six 
months  extra,  |4,000  more.  Now,  sir,  takebii 
own  bills  which  he  has  made  put,  uke  tbe  esti- 
mates he  has  put  upon  his  own  property,  and  take 
the  interest  upon  it^t  all  amounts  to  only  a  luw 
more  than  |87,000.  And  deduct  from  thiB|5,000, 
which  is  less  duties— 1  do  not  understand  what  it 
means—it  leaves  the  whole  gross  arooant  at 
1^,000. 

^r.  PHELPS.  In  New  Mexico  and  Chibw- 
hua,  they  charged  duties  upon  their  gooda  by  the 
wagon  load.  They  charged  the  *P^^^  ^^l^ 
$500  upon  every  wag;on  load  of  goods  introdocw 
into  New  Mexico,  without  regard  to  their  faloe. 
This  duty  upon  ten  wagon  loads  would  anwMuHio 
15,000,  which  Harmony  did  not  have  to  pay. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  The  matter  ofduty  did  not dif 
tyrbmeatall.  What  I  want  to  know  now  la,  upon 
what  ground,  and  by  what  reason,  and  upon  wnw 
proof  there  should  have  been  decreed  by  tw 
.court  a  judgment  for  |95,000-somef  13.000 more 
than  Harmony  claimed  of  Congress?  AB  tJ«J 
know  of  this  case  is  from  an  examination  I  www 
of  it  a  few  days  ago  when  it  came  up  ^^J}^^ 
gation.  I  feel  no  sort  of  interest  in  it,  and  barew 
feelmg  about  it;  but  when  sums  as  jj^*"*"! 
are  proposed  to  be  drawn  from  the TfJ**^'. 
choose  to  know  that  there  i»»atIe«rt»o<>7"^j2 
BO  fraudulent  means  made  use  of  to  swell  up^ 
amount.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  before  thy  «»«» 
ment  shall  have  been  adopted,  the  biU  ^''J*  "JL 
back  to  some  committee,  or  left  in  "^f"*  •^uol 
which  there  can  be  made  a  further  »f  T^j^m  is 
and  report  of  the  facts  upon  which  this  «ai 
based  for  our  action.  ^*-tinn. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  demand  the  previous  qa^ 
The  previous  question  received  a  aecon^^ 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  w  pu»» 
main  question  was  first  on  the  axnendrntfi. 
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The  queetion  wa»  then  taken  upon  adopting  the 
amendment  by  way  of  a  substitute  for  the  bill; 
and  it  was  a^preed  to. 

The  quesuon  was  then  taken  upon  ordering  the 
amendaient  to  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  lime;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  now  being,  '*  Shall  the  bill  pasa?*' — 

Mr.  PHELPS  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  M  EACH  AM.  I  wish  to  understand  the 
fortii  of  the  bill  as  it  is  now  amended. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  wUl  be  read  for  the 
information  of  the  House. 

The  bill  was^then  read  through  by  the  Clerk— 
beini:  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Marshall,  as  pub- 
lished in  a  preceding  column. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  UOODENOW  demanded  the  yeas  and 
navs  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  not 
ordereo. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bilt  was  passed,  and  to  ]aV  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  tatter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  I  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

R€9otmedf  That  thii  day  be  tpproprUted,  to  the  exclu- 
non  of  nil  oiber  businoM,  to  the  call  of  States,  besinniof 
with  the  State  of  Maine,  for  reaolutiona  and  bills  of  which 
previous  notice  has  been  given,  and  upon  which  no  debate 
aiiall  be  allowed. 

Mr.  ORR  objected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rales  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce 
the  resolution  just  indicated. 

The  question  was  then  taken — there  being  upon 
a  division — ayes  80>  noes  42. 

Mr.  FOWLER  called  for  tellers,  which  were 
ordered.       

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  wish  tp  inouire  wheUier 
the  order  proposed  for  calling  the  States  in  that 
resolution  heeins  with  the  State  last  called,  or  goes 
back  to  the  first? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  proposes  to  commence 
with  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  I  wish  to  be  informed  what 
State  will  be  called,  if  we  proceed  to  the  regular 
order  of  business? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  informed  by 
the  Clerk  that  South  Carolina  was  last  called. 

Mr.  DISNEY.  How  many  States  had  been 
called  up  to  that  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  count 
for  himself. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  desire  to  say,  in  reference 
to  this  question— 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  do  not  wish  to,  but  merely 
to  present  a  question  of  order,  and  it  is  this: 
Whether  this  resolution  does  not  suspend  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    Certainly,  if  adopted. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  It  is  provided  that  no 
amendment  to  the  rules  shall  be  introduced  without 
one  day's  previous  notice  beine  given. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gihiUeman  will  remem- 
ber that  by  a  special  rule  of  the  body,  it  is  in 
order  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the  House  for 
particular  purposes  on  Mondays,  and  only  then. 
The  Chair  thinks  that  there  can  be  no  question  in 
regard  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  resolution  pro- 
pped. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  Another  point  is,  that  the 
resolution  provides  that  the  Speaker  shall  com- 
mence with  the  State  of  Maine,  whereas  the  rule 
requires  that  he  shall  commence  where  he  leA  off 
at  the  last  call. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state,  fbr  the 
information  of  the  House  and  the  gentleman,  that 
if  this  resolution  be  adopted,  it  will,  in  his  opin- 
ion, exclude  the  motion  to  supend  the  rules  for 
this  day,  and  this  order  of  the  House  wiH  be  ex- 
ecuted to'the  exclusion  of  all  other  business,  which 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  for  resolutions  and  for 
bills  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  ^ven,and 
upon  which  the  House  roust  decide  without  de- 
bate.   That  is  the  effect  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  Then,  as  I 
Understand,  if  thb  resolution  is  adopted,  it  com- 
menfing  wnh  Maine,  allows  every  member  to  in- 


troduce his  resolution  and  his  bill  without  discus- 
sion or  any  further  trotible.  Thus  States  can  get 
in  their  resolutions  and  bills. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  wish  to  make 
an  inquiry,  if  the  Chair  will  answer,  and  I  can  get 
it  in  no  other  way:  Whether,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Congress,  the  States  have  ever 
been  called  through  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  have  not  been. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Thus  we  go  back  always  to 
the  beginning,  and  some  States  never  will  be 
called.    It  is  not  right. 

Mr.  KINQ,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  ORR.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  is 
not,  while  the  motion  is  p^ding  to  suspend  the 
rules— this  being  Monday,  and  that  motion  beings 
in  Order.  But  the  Chair  further  states  that  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  to  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee if  there  was  not  already  pending  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  a  different  purpose. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  If  this  motion  is  voted 
down,  will  it  not  be  in  order  to  call  the  States  for 
resolutions,  beginning  at  where  the  Speaker  left 
off  on  the  last  day? 

The  SPEAKER.    That  will  be  the  effect. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  56,  nays  121;  as  follow: 

YRA8— MesMv.  Willis  AOen,  John  Appleton,  WUIlsm 
Appleton«  Thomrts  U.  Bayly,  Beale,  Bell,  Bennett,  Bissell, 
Brecltinridffe.  Albert  O.  Brown,  Busby,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
John  G.  Davii,  Dawson,  Dockeiy,  Eflmnndson,  Faulkner, 
Fitcb«  Florence^  Tbonias  J.  D.  Fuller.  Oarable,  Gentry, 
Oonnan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hendricks,  Houston,  Howard, 
Thomas  M.  Howe,  IngrrtfoU.  Andrew  Johnson,  Lockhart, 
Mace,  Humphrey  MaMhall,  Mason,  McCorkle,  McDonald, 
1  McMullin,  McNair,  Andrew  Parker^  Penn,  Porter,  Price, 
'Bobbins,  Bchermerhom,  Skelton,  Smith.  Stanly, Thaddeus 
Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Stuart,  Taylor,  George  W. 
Thompson,  and  Walsb — 56. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Allison,  Averett.  Bab- 
cock,  Barrere,  Bartlett,  J.  H.  Boyd,Brag|.  Brenton,  Brin:*, 
Brooks, G.  H.  Brown,  Buell,  BurrowsJE.  C.  Cabell, To- 
•efh  Cable,  L.  D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Cartter, 
Caskie.  Chapman,  Chastain,  Churchwell,  Claric,  Cleve- 
land, Ciingman,  Colcock,  Conger,  Cottman,  Cullom,  Curtis, 
G.  T.  Davis,  Dimmick,  Disney,  Doty,  Durkee,  Ediertnn, 
Evans,  Ewing,  Picklin.  Floyd,  Fowler,  Freeman,  H.  M. 
Fuller,  Gaylord,  .Oiddin0i,  Oilmore,  Ooodenow,  Green, 
Grey,  Harper.  Sampson  W,  Harris.  Hascall,  Haven,  He 
bard,  Henu,  Hibbard,  Holbiday,  HorMbrd, Thomas  Y.  How, 
Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  James  Johnson.  John  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones.  J.  61an<qr  Jones, 
George  G.  King,  Preston  King,  Kuhns,  Kurts,  Landry,  Ed- 
ward C'  Marshall,  McLanahan,McUueen,  Meacham.  Mil- 
ler, Molonv,  Henry  D.  'Moore,  John  Moore,  Morehead, 
Morrison.  Murray,  Nabers,  Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Outlaw, 
Samuel  w.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Phelps, 
EantonI,  Riddle,  Sackett,  Savage,  Schoolcraft,  Schoon- 
maker,  Scudder,  Scurry,  Smart,  BenJ.  Stanton,  Richard 
H.  Stanton,  Abr'm  P.  Stevens.  Strauon,  Benjamin  Thomp- 
son, Thurston.  Townsbend,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washburn, 
Watkins,  WeHs,  Addison  While,  Alexander  White,  WU- 
cox,  Wildrick,  Woodward,  and  Yaiee— 191. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended — two  thirds  not 
voting  therefor. 

SALES  OF  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill,  of  which  previous  no- 
tice had  been  given,  authorizins;  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  M  ississippi  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that 
State,  and  to  ratify  and  approve  the  sales  already 
made. 

It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  thetftate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Missouri  whether  he  will  not  yield  the  floor  until 
I  can  make  a  motion  to  p^ostpone  for  a  day  or  two, 
or  indefinitely,  the  special  order  that  is  now  up 
for  discussion  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  .Union,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  deficiency  bill? 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  not  3rie]d  to  any  such  prop* 
osition  as  that.  I  think  this  bill  is  a  matter  of 
more  importance  than  the  deficiency  bill,  a  great 
deal. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

[A  message  was  then  received  fh>m  the  Senate 
at  the  hands  of  Asbort  Dicebws,  Esq.,  their  Sec- 
retary.] 


HOMCSTBADS. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiBBARD  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  beinir  House 
bill  No.  7,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  manufactures,  and  otiier  branches  of 
industry,  bv  granting  to  every  man,  dtc.,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acr^of  land. 

Tht  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  FiTcii]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FITCH  said,  that  if,  upon  examining  the 
bill  tinder  consideration,  he  snould  find  it  suffi- 
ciently guarded  to  prevent  frauds,  his  vote  would 
be  cast  in  its  favor. 

He  then  proceeded  to  review  the  various  sub- 
jects referred  to  in  the  President's  message,  and 
said  that  in  so  doing  he  should  not  attempt  or  wish 
to  intimate  any  charge  against  the  President,  or 
anything  against  his  character  as  a  citizen  or  a 
man,  neither  would  he  charge  him  with  corruption. 
He  respected  Mr.  Fillmore  as  a  man  and  an  officer, 
biit  considered  many  of  his  acts  and  recommend- 
ations as  the  result  of  erroneous  opinions  and  of 
a  policy  injurious  to  the  public. 

lie  then  alluded  to  our  foreign  policy,  as  set 
forth  in  the  message,  and  thought  tnat  the  Presi- 
dent correctly  adhered  to  the  doctrine  of  non-in- 
tervention. He,  however,  condemned  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Administration  in  relation  to  the 
invasion  of  Cuba,  and  censured  the  President  for 
his  outlawry  proclamation,  which  withdrew  all 
protection  in  advance.  *  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  had  the  President  insisted  that  all  of  the  citi- 
zens who  were  embarked  in  that  enterprise  who 
might  be  captured  should  have  a  fair  trial,  such  as 
existing  treaties  entitled  them  to,  and  many  lives 
and  much  sufiering  might  have  been  avoided. 
Great  Britain  was  never  known  to  abandon  her 
citizens,  but  always  insisted  upon  the  fulfillment 
of  treaty  stipulations,  and  it  was  because  that 
country  did  protect  the  lives  and  rights  of  her 
citizens  that  her  flag  was  so  universally  respected. 
He  did  not  justify  the  invasion  of  Cuba,  but  de- 
sired to  see  It  defeated. 

He  next  reviewed  that  part  of  the  message  re- 
lating to  our  domestic  policy,  and  said  that  to  that 
portion  of  it  which  related  to  the  compromise  he 
took  no  exception.  It  breathed  a  spirit  which 
offered  every  desirable  assurance  of  domestic  tran- 
quillity ana  the  perpetuity  of  our  Qovemnsent. 
The  compromise  having  been  passed,  surely  no 
right-minded  citizen  could  desire  to  see  reproduced 
all  that  excitement  which  accompanied  its  discus- 
sion and  the  questions  connected  with  it.  The 
Democrats  of  the  North  had  everywhere,  through 
their  press,  their  conventions,  their  candidates, 
(State  and  Presidential,^  with  exceptions  so  few 
and  far  between  as -to  be  insignificant,  not  only 
evinced  their  willingness  to  abide  by  the  compro- 
mise, but  declared  their  intention  to  sustain  it. 
But  how  was  it  with  the  Whigs?  Some  opposed 
the  compromise,  and  othera  lent  it  but  a  lukewarm 
support. 

Mr.  F.  then  referred  to  that  portion  of  the 
message  which  relates  to  the  tarifr  and  finances, 
and  said  that  the  President  made  no  urgent  appeal  - 
for  a  modification  of  the  tariff,  for  he  lookea  to 
little  else  than  a  change  of  duties  from  ad  vahrem 
to  specific.  When  it  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  this  lukewarm  recommendation  came 
from  a  man  who  was  the  principal  advocate  of 
the  tarifi*  of  1843,  it  spoke  volumes  for  the  tariff 
of  1846.  It  might  well  be  questioned  whether  the 
President's  views  had  not  undergone  a  change,  for 
he  evinced  too  much  good  sense  in  other  mattera 
still  to  hold  the  antiquated  tariff  opinions  of  that 
period. 

In  reference  to  the  finances,  they  appeared  to 
be  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  tne  predic- 
tions of  the  Whigs  of  deficiencies  under  the  pres- 
ent tariff  were  classed  among  the  predictions  of 
the  prophet  Baal.  He  then  referred  to  the  esti- 
mates of  deficiencies  made  by  the  Secretaries  un- 
der the  administration  of  General  Taylor  and  Mr. 
Fillmore,  and  said  that  instead  of  deficiencies  sur- 
pluses have  alwrays  occurred.  He  contrasted  the 
views  of  Mr.  Corwin  on  the  tariff,  and  spoke  of 
the  large  expenditures  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, declaring  that  it  sought  to  cast  its  own 
pecuniary  malfeasance  upon  the  preceding  Admin- 
istration. 

[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  Fitch's  speech,] 
Mr.  WILCOX  next  obtained  the  floor. 
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Mr.  NABERS.  With  the  permission  of  my 
colleague,  as  it  is  growing  late,  I  move  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose accordingl)^,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  tlie  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  had  had  the  ITnioB  gen- 
erally under  consideration,  and  particularly  the 
special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7,  to  encour- 
age agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  had 
come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  ask  the  House  to 
allow  me  to  report  the  Army  appropriation  bill, 
which  I  have  had  in  my  desk  for  some  two  weeks, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  printed. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  **  A  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Array  for  tne  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  of  June,  1853;"  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IOWA  ON  THE  COMPROMISE  MEASURES. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  allow  me  to  introduce  joint  reso- 
lutions from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
respecting  the  compromise. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  believe,  by  the  rules  and  cus- 
tom of  the  House,  it  will  be  my  privilege  to  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks  explanatory  or  the  resolutions. 
1  will  ask  the  Chair  whether  it  is  not  in  order,  by 
the  rules,  when  a  resolution  is  offered  briefly  to 
state  its  contents? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is.  The  gentleman  has 
that  right. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  remarks  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  pro- 
poses to  make  at  all;  but  for  the  sake  of  a  prece- 
dent I  would,  ask  him  if  it  would  not  be  better  to 
send  up  the  resolutions  and  to  discuss  them  upon 
the  proposition  to  print  ?  Until  the  proposition  to 
print  is  made,  the  gentleman,  I  suppose,  cannot 
De  permitted  to  discuss  the  resolutions  or  their 
contents. 

'fiiie  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa 
is  only  entitled,  as  the  question  now  stands,  to  a 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  CLARK.  I  move  that  the  resolutions  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE  called  for  the  reading. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follow: 
Preamble  and  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  compromise 

measures  parsed  by  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States : 

WbereaM,  Tbe  Congrem  of  the  United  States  at  its  last 
session  adopted  a  peries  of  acts  luiovm  as  tbe  c<mipromise 
measures,  and  whereas  there  has  been  manifested  through- 
out portions  of  tbe  North  and  South  a  disposition  to  set  a 
portion  of  said  acts  at  defiance,  and  thereby  declare  an  open 
resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Grovemment  and  its  laws  : 
and  whereas,  in  view  of  our  duty  to  the  Goremment  and 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  all  portions  of  the  Union  our 
firm  and  unyielding  devotion  to  its  cause  and  its  institutions, 
wc  deem  proper  to  make  some  public  demonstration  of  our 
views  ancl  feelings :  therefore 

RetolveHj  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly, 
"  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ia  a  compact,aftin- 
damental  treaty,"  and  that  in  order  to  our  continued  pros- 
perity and  happiness,  that  tbe  Constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  land  must  be  respected  and  obeyed. 

lUsoUaed,  That  we  will  give  no  countenance  or  aid  to 
those  North,  or  South,  who  set  up  **  their  own  rule  of  o«n- 
duct"  ill  opposition  to,  and  as  being  higher  than  the  Coo- 
iftitution ;  and  while  we  would  give  the  largest  latitude  to 
thought,  speech,  and  action,  yet  such  an  avowal  we  regard 
as  meriting  unmixed  condemnation ;  its  inevitable  tendency 
being  bazardou:}  to  that  union  which  we  hereby  declare 
ourselves  bound  to  maintain  by  any  and  all  means  hn  our 
power. 

Retohedf  That  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  indi- 
viduals a»  to  the  policy  or  details  of  said  compromise  meas- 
ures, yet  it  is  the  duly  of  every  good  citizen  to  conform  to 
their  requisitions  and  carry  them  out  in  good  faitli;  seeking 
their  modification  or  repeal,  if  such  should  be  necessary,  in 
the  manner  conteropkUed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

Retoltttdj  That  the  Constitution  should  be  our  guide, 
"  and  in  questions  of  doubt  we  should  look  for  its  interpre- 
tation to  the  judicial  decisions  of  the  tribunal  which  was 
established  to  expound  it,  and  to  the  usages  of  the  Govem- 
nient  sanctioned  by  the  aoquiescenoe  of  the  country  ;"  that 
all  its  provisions  are  equally  binding ;  that  it  is  the  will  of 
the  people  expressed  in  the  most  solemn  form ;  that  no  pre- 
tense of  utility,  no  honest  conviction  even  of  what  mi^t  be 
•xpedient  can  justify  **  the  aKSomptlon  of  any  power  not 
granted,  or  the  violation  of  its  provisions;"  and  that  we  deem 
It  our  first  duty  not  to  **  invade  its  requirements  or  nullify 
Its  commands." 

Re9of>v«4f  That  the  Secretary  of  State  is  berehy  directed 


to  forward  a  co^  of  tiiese  reaolutioni  to  the  Governors  of 
each  Stale  and  Territory,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 
ArraovRD,  January  33,  ISSl. 

Mr.  CLARK^  However  reluctant  I  may  be  to 
detain  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  my  own,  I 
think  it  due  to  the  source  whenoe  these  resolutions 
come  to  submit  a  few  reflections  respecting  their 
cliaracter.  ^  I  suppose  that  it  can  hahily  faU  to  be 
matter  of  mterest  to  know  what  tlfe  opinions  of 
the  people  of  a  State  are  re8f>ecting  great  subjects 
which  have  agitated  and  divided  the  public  mind. 
The  language  of  these  resolutions  is,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  conform  to  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  acts  of  compromise,  and  to  carry  them 
out  in  eood  faith.  Here  is  a  principle — a  moral 
principle  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  all,  wor- 
thy to  be  enforced  upon  every  American  mind, 
until  its  force  shall  be  felt  by  all,  and  none  shall 
deny  its  truth.  It  is  jaid  that  the  acts  which  ema- 
•nate  from  the  National  Lenslature  rest  upon  the 
Constitution  as  ttieir  foundation,  and  this  is  un- 
doubtedly true;  but  another  question  arises  of  no 
small  importance,  and  that  is,  upon  what  does  the 
Constitution  itself  rest  ?  It  is  a  superstructure— 
it  is  but  a  created  thing.  What  underlies  its  foun- 
dations and  sustains  it  .^  It  is  that  principle  which  is 
set  forth  in  these  resolutions,  namely,  good  faith — 
that  good  faith  which  metes  out  to  all  their  rishts — 
the  full  measure  of  their  legal,  specific,  andcove- 
nanted  rif  hts.  It  has  been  oflen  said,  that  every 
system  of  laws  rests  upon  something  external  for 
its  support.  This  is  unquestionably  true,  and 
we  know  what  that  foreign  thing  is.  In  almost 
all  other  Governments  except  this,  it  is  the  soldier's 
arm,  and  the  bayonet  wielded  by  the  soldier,  and 
both  wielded  by  the  will  of  a  single  mind.  But  it 
is  different  here.  The  very  nature  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  such  as  to  repel  the  principle  of  force 
in  its  support  and  execution.  It  is  an  emanation 
of  the  Will  of  the  people;  and  the  very  idea  of  force 
applied  to  the  freedom  of  will  is  both  unreasons^ 
ble  and  contradictory.  What  are  the  enactments 
of  law  but  the  will  of  Government.' — and  what  is 
the  will  of  Government  but  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  And ,  if  there  be  opposing  interests — as  tnere 
always  will  be  in  so  great  a  country — the  safety 
of  the  whole  requires  the  sacred  upholding  of  those 
laws  which  embrace  and  grant  relative  protection 
to  them  all — and  this  is  to  be  found  m  the  ob- 
servance of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  each  section 
towards  the  other.  And  when  this  shall  be  oblit- 
erated and  destroyed,  there  is  no  sure  foundation 
upon  which  such  a  Government  as  this  can  rest. 
Force  in  a  Government  like  this  is  to  be  employed 
only  against  its  enemies,  which  are  never  supposed 
to  be  **  of  its  own  household. "  It  is  true  that  you 
may  put  down  a  rebellion  like  that  of  Shad's,  in 
Massachusetts,  by  military  force.  You  may  quell 
an  msurrection  like  that  which  existed  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, denominated  the  whisky  insurrection,  by 
military  force.  But  whenever  the  military  force 
of  this  Government  shall  be  arrayed  against  the 
military  force  of  a  SteLte  Government,  and  a  drop 
of  blood  shall  be  spilt  or  a  blow  struck,  there  will 
be  wounds  created  so  deep  that  ho  time  can  heal, 
resentments  so  flagrant  that  no  grace  can  pardon, 
and  ruin  so  wide-spread  that  no  wisdom  can  re- 
construct. 

I  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  as  morality  of 
law;  not  that  morality  alone  whiui  determines  the 
character  of  law,  but  that  which  commands  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  law.  It  arises  upon 
the  enactment  of  law,  it  is  coextensive  with  it, 
it  subsists  with  it;  and  from  its  obligations  there  is 
no  escape.  It  is  true  that  the  casuist  and  carper 
may  conceivQ  that  they  can  ask  hard  questionsas  to 
what  shall  be  done  in  case  Congress  shall  enact 
laws  that  are  flagitious  and  immoral  in  their  char- 
acter. I  answer,  that  if  the  supposition  were  pos- 
sible, it  is  the  duty  of  every  ciuzen  to  obey 

Mr.  HEBARD,  (interrupting.)  I  rise  to  in- 
quire whether  any  question  is  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    A  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  The  resolutions 
have  never  been  received. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
resolutions  had  been  received .' 

The  SPEAKER.  They  had  been  received  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CABELL.  They  were  only  read  for  in- 
formation. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  am  informed  it  -was  the 
underatanding  of  my  predecessor,  who  tempora- 


rily filled  the  chair,  [Mr.  Ricrakdiox,]  that  they 
were  received  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLARK,  (resuming.^  I  was  proceeding 
to  say  that  there  might  be  tnose  who  mighuu 
questions  which  they  would  conceive  hard  to  be 
answered.  I  know  but  one  rule  of  action,  and 
that  is  universal  for  every  individual,  for  every 
mind.  There  is  no  such  thingas  righUU resist- 
ance to  law,  while  law  is  law.  To  contend  for  aof 
other  doctrine  would  be  to  make  war  upon  &^ 
law,  and  to  reduce  law  to  anarchy,  and  nothise 
else;  for  that  is  no  law  which  some  M  hom 
in  conscience  to  obey,  and  others  think  they  may 
nghtfully  disobey,  and  do  disobey.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  float  smoothly  on  when  no  adverse  io- 
terests  are  met,  when  no  prejudices  are  stirred; 
but  when,  in  the  course  of  the  rightful  ^vemiaat 
of  law,  these  obstacles  are  met,  what  it  it  thatii 
to  cleave  them  down  and  suffer  yoo  to  progreu' 
It  is  nothing  short  of  that  good  faith  which  is  m 
forth  in  these  resolutions,  and  which  guartnda 
to  all  tlieir  rights  according  to  the  letter  and  tht 
spirit  of  the  Constitution ;  and  it  is  precisely  tbii 
which  has'  made  this  country  stand  out  in  uori- 
valed  individuality  before  the  worid  and  upon  tbe 
piijge  of  history;  and  it  is  precisely  for  the  lack  of 
this  that  so  many  nations,  struggling  for  freedon, 
have  fallen  so  far  in  arrear  of  the  beist  hopes  mi 
expectations  of  those  who  would  have  cheerd 
them  on  to  the  proud  position  whicJi  we  oceopy. 

There  was  no  good  faith  on  the  part  o^the(ir^ 
clan  States.  A  spirit  of  rivalry  and  selfishnest 
overrode  and  destroyed  their  confederation.  Tber 
first  destroyed  themselves,  and  were  then  d» 
troyed  by  a  common  enemy.  They  lacked  tint 
good  faith  which,  as  the  common  borid  of  uiiioD, 
as  the  great  fountain  of  preservation,  might  hart 
saved  mem  from  the  conquering  Rooian.  Hai 
Poland  been  united  in  her  counsels  and  her  lead- 
era,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  could  have  been  prorei 
to  this  day  that  she  might  not  have  succm- 
fully  resisted  the  Russian  and  the  Austrian  \6- 
sether.  And  what  has  been  the  bane  of  pM 
Hungary?  It  has  been  more  the  want  of  deTotioE 
to  one  another;  more  the  existence  of  intestue, 
than  foreign  foes.  And  what  of  poor,  piiiat^ 
unfortunate,  despised  France?  The  ambitioB  of 
an  unprincipled  leader,  and  tbe  magic  of  a  mert 
name,  have  trampled  under  foot  the  good  faitb  of 
the  Constitution,  and  removed  her  at  a  peat^ 
distance  trom  constitutional  freedom  thansneever 
was  before.  It  is  well  nigh  as  impossible  to  op 
root  the  institutions  and  destroy  the  nationality  of 
a  people  who  are  bound  to  each  other  by  the  fel- 
lowship of  good  fhith,  as  it  is  to  tear  asunder  the 
everlasting  hills.  We  have  experienced  scenes  of 
excitement  and  trouble  here.  We  have  seen  das- 
eer  in  the  prospective,  and  we  have  shrunk  froai 
tnose  scenes.  Yet  they  have  passed  by,  and  not 
a  stone  has  been  removed  from  thefounaailion,n<ir 
scarcely  a  tile  from  the  roof;  and  the  result » to 
be  found  in  one  single  fact,  and  that  is— obediffltf 
to  law.  ♦ 

But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  inquired  if  the  peopk 
of  the  State  whence  I  come  need  the  cold  and  im- 
perious teachings  of  duty  to  cause  them  to  sabwH 
to  the  enactments  of  law?  I  would  answer, tbat 
is  true  only  in  limited  circles.  And  gentlemen  nli 
be  prepared  to  believe  the  truth  of  what  1  sUtei 
when  they  know  that  the  people  of  lowa^baw 
always  been  found  in  the  course  of  public  dutj, 


and  that  no  political  heresy  has  stained  her  pujw 
councils,  or  ma/ked  her  public  course.  She  w» 
trod  in  the  same  path  in  which  the  fathers  trod. 


In  those  paths  she  delights  to  walk,  and  in  th«a 
she  -will  continue  to  walk.  She  has  not  laiw 
for  her  guidance  the  **  higher  law  "  doctrine,  falsfy 
so  called,  "which  leads  to  bewilder  and  daiiiM 
to  blind."  But  the  higher  law  of  truth  she  deligW 
to  honor,  and  this  is  tnat  law: 

"  Let  every  soul  be  rabjact  nnto  the  hifhcr  power*,  *» 
there  is  no  power  but  Of  God;  the  powen  that  w  »« 
dainedofGod.  ...^^.^^At 

«  Whoeoever,  therefore,  redrtethlhepowwt/ejwj^'f 
ordinance  of  God  j  and  they  that  reaat  mH  '^1^4 
themaelveti  damnatioQ—fbr  rul«r»  «re  not  a  J*'^*?  JZ 
works,  but  to  the  evil .  Win  thou,  Uien.  not  ^f*^"^ 
power  ?  Do  that  which  is  good,  and  thou  »tait  bare  pr«- 
of  the  same." 

Wc  all  know  that  amongthe  ro«wure8>nojn^ 
the  compromise  measures,  that  denommateo 
fugitive  slave  law  presented  the  most  dtffi«»«J7-. 
would  not  here  touch  any  string  which  coxua 
brate  to  discord,  and  I  hope  that  I  shalj  not  do  so. 
but  perhaps  I  ought  in  candor  to  say,  that  our  p*^ 
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pie  are  no  admirers  of  the  special  institutions  of 
the  South,  but  they  are  willing  that  the  people  of 
the  South  should  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way.  We  do  not  seek  to  dictate  to 
them;  we  do  hot  seek  to  bring  them  under  tutelage 
to  us.  Our  people  have  learned  obedience  to  law 
and  social  duty.  In  the  midst  of  those  great 
principles  where  they  have  learned  to  forbear  to 
say  to  their  neighbor,  **  Stand  by  thyself,  for  I  am 
holier  than  thou" — ^where  they  have  learned  to 
forbear  to  make  themselves  **  busy  bodies  in  other 
men's  matters" — where  they  have  learned  to  re- 
ject  **  profane  and  old  wives' fables,"  and  where 
ihey  nave  learned  to  yield  assent  to  the  great 
truth  that  **the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
Qod." 

Sir,  it  is  upon  the  broad  platform  of  the  Constitu- 
tion that  we  meet  our  brethren  from  the  other  side 
of  a  certain  Hne,  and  we  are  willing'to  meet  them 
upon  that  platform  in  all  social  duties,  and  in  all 
duties  which  are  required  in  our  relations  to  the 
Constitution,  to  the  law,  and  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  this  feeling  upon*the  part  of 
our  people,  with  this  devotion  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union  as  they  exist,  you  will  be  pre^ 
pcired  to  believe  that  they  were  weighed  down 
with  feelings  of  anxiety  and  trouble,  when  but 
two  years  ago  anarchy  almost  reigned  in  this 
high  place  of  legislation;  when  cool,  di^rimi- 
Dating^  far-seeing,  patriotic  Senators  could  not 
discover  the  soundings,  or  see  even  the  twilight 
that  comee  before  the  morning. 

But,  sir,  there  was  encouragement  in  the  fact 
that  these  men  stood  as  firm  as  the  pillars  which 
surround  you — that  thej  abated  notning  of  their 
energy,  nothing  of  their  hope,  nothing  of  their 
faith,  nothing  of  their  works.  And  at  last  the 
morning  did  come,  and  brought  light  with  it;  and 
we  are  willing  to  rejoice  in  that  light.  It  may  be 
that  these  remarks  will  be  regarded  as  of  little  value 
by  some,  and  perhaps  they  may  be  so  regarded 
with  propriety;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that 
it  is  tne  fate  of  human  conditions  to  be  attended 
with  murraurers.  The  best  were  not  exempt 
from  them.  They  were  found  in  the  midst  of 
that  people  of  ancient  days,  who  above  all  others 
were  favored  by  an  overruling  Providence — who 
were  led  by  more  than  land^marks  of  human 
wisdom,  by  the  <*  pillar  of  cloud  and  the  pillar  of 
fire** — and  when  in  their  necessities  they  were 
bounteously  fed  bv  a  hand  above  them,  without 
care  and  without  laoor ,  while  yet  the  flesh  was  be- 
tween their  teeth  they  murmured.  And  when  the 
law  was  bein^  given  them  for  their  protection,  and 
to  better  their  condition,  they  preferred  a  calf  to 
their  God.  And  if  all  the  minutiae  of  their  history 
could  be  known,  I  think  it  possible  thev  might 
have  murmured  even  at  the  passage  of  the  Red 
sea — murmured  because  the  walls  of  water  were 
not  removed  a  little  further  apart,  or  because  the 
spray  was  permitted  to  invest  them,  or  because  the 
stones  were  not  all  removed  from  the  bottom. 
But,  sir,  we  would  rather  take  up  the  spirit  of  the 
song  which  was  then  and  there  sung:  *<  right  hath 
triumphed  gloriously;  the  horse  and  his  rider  are 
cast  into  the  sea." 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  would  inquire  if  the  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  to  print? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tions .were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  a  set  of  resolutions  from 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  relative  to  a  grant  of 
land  for  school  purposes  in  lieu  of  valueless  six- 
teenth sections  in  the  said  State,  which  I  desire  to 
present  and  have  them  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  I  will  state  that  that  committee  has 
other  similar  resolutions  under  consideration,  and 
I  wish  to  have  these  presented  now«  and  I  wish 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  ORR.  Does  ihe  gentleman  want  to  make 
a  speech  upon  them  ? 

Mr.  COoB.  Certainly  not.  I  only  want  to  re- 
fer them. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly presented  andf  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ptiblic  Landi. 


Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  submit  certain  resolutions 
passed  by  a  meeting  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1S12, 
m  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  regard  to  bounty 
land.    1  ask  that  they  may  be  read. 

Objection  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ORR,  the  House  then  ad- 
journed to  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

NOTICE  OP  BILLS. 

BvMr.  HEBARD:  A  tkUl  entitled  "An  act  to  grant  bountjr 
land  to  2Uichaiiab  Bottett,  for  tenricev  and  privationt  in  the 
revolutionary  war." 

Also,  a  bill  enUUed  "An  act  to  place  the  name  of  Gamer 
Rix  on  the  list  of  revolutionary  penmoners." 

PETITIONS,  ate. 

The  fttllowing  petitioni,  inemoriaU,  &c,  were  presented 
under  the  rulo,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  couimittees : 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petition  of  Jeremiah  J.  West,  of 
CaUaway  coun^  Miaeouri,  for  gftrmiaaion  to  locate  land 
warrant*  Nos.  87,  619.  and  I(w,  iMued  in  the  names  of 
Jane  Cbambors,  John  West^  William  West,  Elizabeth  Oen- 
denier,  Emily  West,  Jeremiah  J.  West,  and  Louisa  Fields, 
as  heirs  of  Jolly  West,  tbr  the  benefit  of  all  the  parties 
named  therein. 

By  Mr.  MILLER :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Missouri,  praying  Congress  to  permit  them  to  locate  other 
land  in  lieu  of  a  cenain  sixteeth  sectioa. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana :  The  petition  of  Henry 
McCallen  and  76  other  citizens  of  the  parisUes  of  Sabine 
and  Natchitoches,  praying  for  a  ctiange  in  a  mail  route. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Louise  Pintard  Screven,  widow 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  R.  B.  Screven,  asking  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON  :  The  petition  of  Richard  Donaldson 
and  189  others,  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  a  law  protiibiting  the  transportation  and  delivery  of 
the  mail  on  the  Christian  Sabbath  or  Lord's  day. 

Also,  a  similar  petition  signed  by  the  Rev.  Josiah  Hutch- 
man  and  71  others,  citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Also,  two  petitions  signed  by  D.  L.  Morris  and  71  others, 
citizens  of  Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania,  fbr  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  existing  tariff  laws,  so  as  to  more  efifectually 
protect  the  manu&cturiDg  interests  of  the  country. 

Also,  two  petitions  siioed  by  James  Briceaind  O.  V. 
Lawrence,  citizens  of  Waxhington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
againat  the  extention  of  the  Wood  worth  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Steen,  of  Beaver  county,  Penn- 
sylvanw,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  18Uh  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  T.  M«T.  McKennon  and  470  others, 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  protection  to  the  Wheeling 
bridge.  • 

By  Mr.  BELL :  The  petitiotfof  Frank  HolUday  and  C. 

B.  Millson,  deputy  marshals  of  Montgomery  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  additional  compeosatU^n  ia  taking  the  census  of 
said  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  100  citizens  of  Greene  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  estabhsbroent  of  a  mail  route  from  Spring 
Valley,  in  Greene  oounty,  Ohio,  via  Bell  Brook  to  Dayton, 
Ohio,  with  letter  of  DepahmeDt. 

By  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Kentucky :  The  petition  of  Charles 

C.  Carson  as  administrator  of  Captain  James  Dysart,  de- 
ceased, for  land  and  commuution  for  full  pay  for  services 
rendered  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Bv  Mr.  CHANDLER:  The  peUtion  of  Charles  F.  Sel- 
buld  for  money  due  him  on  timber  contracts  with  the  Navy 
Department,  erroneously  paid  by  order  of  that  Department. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  T.  Howe,  and  77  other 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  renewal  of  the  patent 
for  Word  worth 'a  planing  machine. 

Also,  the  remonstmnce  of  Joseph  R.  Atkins,  Stephen 
Webs,  and  19.^  other  carpenters  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  ajrainstthe  extension  of  the  Wordworth  patent 
for  a  planing  machine,  accompanied  by  an  aflldavit  that 
the  signers  are  all  carpentent  as  set  forth  in  the  remon- 
strance. 

By  Mr.  WELCH :  The  petition  of  90  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  bridges  of  the  Wheel- 
ing and  Belmont  Company  may  be  established  as  post 
roads. 

By  Mr.  BISS£1LL :  The  memorial  of  Mrs.  Rosana  Sow- 
ards  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS :  The  petition  of  Samuel  Potter,  and 
69  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Con- 
gress to  pass  an  act  for  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent. 

AIM,  the  Joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  instructiDg  their  Senators  and  Representa- 
tivas  to  oppose  every  measure  to  establish  a  United  States 
Mint  in  the  dtv  of  New  York. 

Bv  Mr.  T.  M.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  Samuel  Ashman, 
P.  B.  Barbeau.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  others,  praying 
for  a  beacon  light  on  Round  Island,  near  the  entrance  of 
the  river  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  William  Wilkias,  John  B. 
Guthrie,  Thomas  Scott,  and  500  other  citizens  of  AUeffhany 
county,  Pennsylvdnia,  against  the  renewal  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent.  ; 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Gricr,  and  others,  of  Alle- 
ghany county.  Pennsylvania,  praying  fl>r  the  construction 
of  a  canal  at  the  Falls  of  the  river  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  Harrow  Foster,  and  600  other  cit- 
izens of  VVestem  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  de- 
clare (<  the  forcible  intervention  of  one  State  in  ue  internal 
aflUrs  of  another  State  to  be  a  violation  of  the  public  law 
of  the  wortd." 

Also,  the  petition  of  Matthew  McDonald,  a  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  an  allowance  of  $S2Q  15,  alleged  to  be 
due  him  on  an  equitable  settlement  fur  work  performed  for 
the  Government. 

By  Mr.  BENNETT :  The  remonstrance  of  John  A.  Col- 
lin and  250  other  citizens  of  Broome  county.  New  York, 
against  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  CURTIS :  The  petition  of  Archibald  Merriman, 


of  Crawford  eounty,  Pennsylvania,  an  old  sohlier,  praying 
for  a  penaton. 

By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND:  The  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the 
tonnage  duty  on  the  vessels  of  France  and  of  ttie  United 
States  in  the  porta  of  each  other,  and  recommending  that 
the  5th  article  of  our  treaty  with  France  be  so  altered  that 
the  vessels  of  each  nation  shall  pay  no  higher  tonnage  duties 
in  the  porta  of  the  other  than  the  vessels  of  France  and  of 
the  United  States  may  pay  in  fiieir  own  ports,  respectively. 

By  Mr.  BUELL  :  The  remonatranee  of  70  citizens  of 
New  York,  aaainst  the  renewal  of  the  Woodworth  patent* 

By  Mr.  8CUDDER:  The  petition  of  Timothy  G.  Coffin, 
Charles  Gunnell,  WiUiam  F.  Drew,  and  283  others,  citizens 
of  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  in  fiivor  of  the  extension  of 
the  Wood  worth  patent. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  memorial  of  Nathaniel  IngleA.  Al- 
len Barnes,  and  40  others,  citizens  of  Carroll  and  White 
counties,  Indiana,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  prohib- 
iting all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  (torn 
transacting  buainees  on  the  Sabbath. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Imliana :  The  petition  of  James 
Smith,  William  H.  Vanncman,  and  131  others,  citizens  of 
Wayne  county,  Indiana,  pra>ing  that  the  Woodworth  pat- 
ent be  ant  extended ;  that  no  act  be  passed  legalizing  thr 
reissue  of  the  patent  upon  the  amended  specification  of 
1845 ;  and  no  general  law  for  the  reUef  of  patentees,  which 
shall  enable  a  particular  patentee  to  crush  all  others  by  a 
single  suit 

By  Mr.  SCHERMERHORN :  The  remonfitranceof  AltVed 
Hoyt  and  others,  of  Monroe  coun^.  New  York,  against  the 
fur&er  extension  of  the  Wood  wortn  patent. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  The  memorial  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
M.  Smead,  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania^  widow  of  Captain 
Raphael  C.  Smead,  deceased,  late  of  the  fourth  regiment  of 
the  United  States  artillery,  praying  for  a  continuation  of  hor 

Eendon  of  $20  per  month,  (or  the  services  of  her  deceaacd 
usband. 


IN  SENATE. 

TuKtDAT,  March  9,  1843. 

Prayer  by  theChaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

• 

A  me8safi[e  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  a  dis- 

Stch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
iniater  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  and  the 
papers  therein  referred  to,  relative  to  the  cemetery 
which  has  been  constructed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  city,  as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  the  remains 
of  the  omcers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
who  died  or  were  killed  in  that  vicinity  during  the 
late  war,  and  for  such  citizensof  the  United  l^tes 
as  may  hereafter  die  there.  Also,  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  agent  who  was  sent  for  the  purpose 
of  superintending  the  work,  from  which  it  app^s 
that  |2,500  or  |3,000  are  required  in  addiuon  to 
the  amount  already  appropriated  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  carry  the  object  or  that  appropriation  into 
full  eiSect.  The  message  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Relations. 

A  message  was  also  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmiuing  a  letter  from 
the  Gk)veroor  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  with 
the  statements  to  which  it  refers,  of  the  disburse^ 
ments  up  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  the  act  appix>ved  June  11,  1850, 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  that  Terri- 
tory; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  PRESIDENT  jrro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  copy  of  the  revised  statutes  of  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota,  passed  at  the  second  session  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  commencing  January  1, 
1851;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 'the  Treasury, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
and  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  report  of  a  geo- 
logical exploration  of  California,  by  Joseph  Qrits- 
ner;  whicn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  two  meinorials  of  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  other  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  that  further  aid  may  be  extended 
to  Collins 's  line  of  sleam-ahips;  wnich  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  a  committee  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Geneolosical  Society  at  Boston, 
praying  that  copies  of  the  ^umals  ana  document.^ 
of  Congress  may  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  that 
Association;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Edward  Everett  and  others, 

f>raying  that  the  New  England  Historic  Geneo- 
ogical  Society,  at  Boston,  may  be  furnished  with 
copies  of  the  Journals  and  documents  of  Congress; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
library. 
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Mr.  JAMES  presented  three  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  city-  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  remonstra- 
ting a^inst  the  extension  of  Wood  worth's  patent 
for  a  planing  machine;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office/ 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  two  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, prayinjg  certain  amendments  to  the  charter  of 
that  city,  and  an  extension  of  the  right  of  onffra^e; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  the  public  lands  may  be  sold  to  actual 
settlers  only,  and  in  limited  quantities;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
8t.  Mary's  county,  Maryland,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  bounty  land  law;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  a  document  in  relation 
to  increasing  the  compensation  of  certain  deputy 
naval  officers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WADE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cornelius 
Macaula3r,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passea  (o 
the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  leported  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Post- 
master General;  which  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  several  petitions  of  deputy 
marshals  throughout  the  United  States,  asking  ad- 
ditional compensation, submitted  an  ad  verse  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  proposing  to  the  State  of 
Texas  the  establishment  of  her  northern  and  west- 
tm  boundaries,  the  relinquishment  by  said  State 
of  all  territory  claimed  by  her  exterior  to  said 
boundaries,  and  of  all  her  claims  upon  the  United 
States;  and  to  establish  a-  territorial  government 
for  New  Mexico,"  approved  September  9,  1850, 
reported  back  the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aihurs,  to  which  were  referred  the  memorial 
and  the  several  communications  relating  to  the 
proceeding  of  the  general  court-martial  for  the 
trial  of  Brigadier  General  George  Talcott,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
^•ame;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referreid  the  petition  of  Daniel  Nippes,  asking 
compensation  for  certain  arms  manufactured  for 
the  War  Department,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  considenuion  thereof;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Sylvester  Churchill, 
askins  arrears  of  pay,  submitteid  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  nis  relief;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Colonel  James  R. 
Creecy ,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GWIN",  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  L. 
M.  Goldsborough,  G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  and  J.  F. 
Blunt,  praying  to  be  allowed  additional  compen- 
sation, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
fbr  their  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  A.  De  Russy ,  late 
an  acting  purser  in  the  Navy,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  two 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committtt  on  Finanss  in  rslatloo  to  tht  coins  of 


the  United  States,  reported  in  favor  thereof;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Hill  and  Sons,  submitted  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  William  Bean,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  K.  Jennings 
aqd  Aphia  Jennings;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  readins. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the  ex- 
ecutors and  heirs  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  deceased, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

ELIZABETH  PRBWITT. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  have  been  unanimously  in- 
structed by  the. Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  to  report  back  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  a  joint  resolution,  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Prew- 
itt,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Robert  C.  Prew- 
iit,  deceased;  and  I  would  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  2Senate  to  take  it  up  and  dispose  of  it 
now.  It  will  -not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes, 
being  a  just  claim  in  favor  of  a  widow,  requiring 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  A124  only.  The  cir- 
cumstances are  these:  Her  husband,  during  his 
lifetime,  at  the  lettings  of  mail  contracts  in  1846, 
bid  off  two  small  post  routes.  On  one  he  bid  f  74 
a  year,  and  on  the  other  j^d  a  year.  The  post- 
master, who  certified  the  bids  to  the  Post  Office 
Department,  placed  them  both  to  the  lowest  num- 
ber. When  the  bonds  were  presented  to  him  for 
that  amount,  he  refused  to  sign  them;  but  the  Post- 
master General  told  him  he  had  better  enter  into  the 
bond  to  carry  the  mail  at  the  price  named,  for  it 
would  cost  more  to  obtain  the  balance  by  a  suit 
than  to  carry  the  mail.  The  Department  did  not 
feel  themselves  authorized  to  correct  the  mistake 
after  the  bond  was  executed,  and  he  perform«l 
the  service,  and  died.  His  widow. now  asks  the 
difference  between  the  real  bid  of  |74  and  the  sum 
received,  of  $43  per  annufti.  I  hope  it  may  be 
considered  now. 

There  being  no  objection  the  joint  resolution 
was  considers  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  authorizes  and  directs  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay,  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Prewitt,  widow 
of  Robert  C.  Prewitt,  hite  of  Missouri,  the  sum 
of  $124,  for  services  in  transporting  the  mail  from 
Auburn  to  Ashlev,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  from 
the  Ist  of  July,  1846,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1850. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  was  oraered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

BOUNTT  LAND  TO  SAILORS. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  who  served  in  the  war  against 
Mexico,  one  quarter  section  of  land;  and  to  all 
petty  officers,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands- 
men, and  boys,  and  to  all  others  who  served  on 
board  of  steamers,  one  quarter  section  of  land 
each;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  sale  of  certain  portions  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  railroads  and  canals;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

REDUCTION  OP  OCEAN  POSTAGE. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Air.  Sumner,  the  8ih  instant,  rela- 
tive to  ocean  steamers  and  cheap  nostaee,  and 
having  been  amended,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner, 
it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

R99Qhedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pout  Office  and 
Post  Road*  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  the  present 
charge*  for  letters  carried  by  the  ocean  steamers  are  not 
anneccasarily  large  and  burdensome  to  foreign  corm^nnd- 
ence,  and  whether  something  may  not  be  done,  and,  if  so, 
what,  to  secure  the  great  boon  of  cheap  ocean  postage. 

DEPUTY  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  considenuion;  which  was  agreed  to: 


RMoUtdj  That  the  Committee  on  Flaaaot  W  iiMracH 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencv  of  increatiog  die  coapett«r 
tion  of  the  deputy  naval  olBcers  la  sosm  of  ibe  Hiacnli 
porta  of  the  UiUted  States. 

THE  SCHOONER  AMI8TAD. 

Mr.  MASON  submitted  the  following  rcsoluuoi 
for  consideration;  which  was  ajerreed  to: 

iUsolned,  That  the  Committee  oii  ForeigBKelaiiaMli 
in«tructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  janics  of  pm. 
vidiitg  by  law,  pursuant  to  the  recommendaUon  of  i«aa 
Presidenu  of  the  United  States,  and  lartby  Precidcnt  Pift, 
in  bisynesMage  of  the  7th  of  December,  ld47,  ler  the  pi^ 
mentof  the  claim  tharein  mentioned  as  ariiiiigioeeina 
Spanish  subjects,  in  the  cane  of  the  sclMMoer  AadMd. 

THE  SEVENTH  CENSUS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  therctoladai 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bataro  on  the*8th  iDatABt,i«r 
the  appointment  of  a  select  comroitt^  of  five  mnh 
bers,  to  consider  and  report  what  alteration!  tboald 
be  made  in  the  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  r- 
turns  of  the  Seventh  Census  before  the  wuut  k 
printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  ComiBittH 
be  appointed  by  the  President  pro  tempore. 

And  Mr.  Bataro,  Mr.  Borlavd,  Mr.  Dim, 
Mr.  ArcHiaoN,  and  Mr.  Bell,  were  appointed. 

ELECTION  OF  JUDGES  IN  OREGON. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  foOor- 

ing  resolution,  which  he  submitted  on  the  In  i^ 

stant,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to: 

Rttolvedf  That  the  Committee  ou Territories  be  taMtnetri 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  ao  setM» 
tabli«h  the  territorial  govemmeni  of  Oregon,  as  to  aadntin 
the  legally-qualified  voters  of  said  Territory  to  dccttfett 
Governor  and  Judges. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  move  that  all  the  prcrioti 
orders  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  op 
the  resolutions  which  I  had  uie  honor  to  om  to 
the  Senate  some  time  u^o,  on  the  subject  of  doq- 
intervention.  When  this  subject  was  last  nods 
consideration — some  ten  days  ago — it  was  pea- 
poned  until  to-day,  the  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sk ward]  having  the  door,  and  being  detirMi 
to  proceed.  The  bilfproposing  a  graut ofiaod  m 
the  State  of  Iowa,  which  was  under  diicoaifa 
yesterday,  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  viib 
that  view.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  SeoaiewiQ 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  theae  rmk- 
tions. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  should  like  to  be  'mfotwd 
by  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island,  whether  it  it  io- 
teoded  to  proceed  with  the  discttssionof  thetcnt- 
okitions  and  go  through  with  them,  or  whetfaerii 
is  intended,  afler  the  discussion  of  to^y,  to  ^^ 
sume  the  bill  of  my  friefid  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  J«i»s?) 
If  the  last-mentioned  course  is  to  be  the  ondff* 
standing,  I  shall  offer  no  objection  to  the  takiof 
up  of  these  resolutions;  but  if  not,  theo  1  nos 
object. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  In  answer  to  the  Senator  fina 
North  Carolina,  I  will  state  that  that  is  the  aodtf- 
standing.  The  Senator  from  New  York  dearei 
to  speak  on  the  subject  (ff  these  reselutioot  to^ 
and  then  they  will  be  under  the  order  of  the  S«- 
ate,  and  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  Siateof  Ion 
wilt  probably  come  up  next. 

Mr.  G WIN.  I  commenced  a  speech  on  t  ob- 
ject of  a  great  deal  more  importance  than  i^JJ^J 
four  wedcs  ago,  and  was  cut  off  in  the  mKMk  of 
it  by  thU  land  bill.  I  should  very  muck  hke  » 
know  whether  I  am  ever  to  have  an  opoatim^ 
to  finish  it?  The  subject  to  which  it relatji  b* 
practical  one— to  establish  a  navy-yard  and  dep* 
in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco.  Some  time  afo  i 
asked  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  give  me  one  W, 
and  stated  that  with  that  day  I  would  bejaUikWi 
becaose  this  was  an  isolated  question,  and  oojoec 
involving  party  disputes;  but  the  Senator  ■»  no, 
that  they  should  be  through  with  that  bUI  tnt^ 
or  two,  but  that  is  a  month  since.  I  ^^^^^l 
much  like  to  know,  therefore,  whether  the  Seaatw 
from  Iowa  will  give  roe  a  chance  to-monow  w 

finish  my  speech  ?  ,    _     ,^, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    In  leply  to  the  Senatw 

from  California,  I  must  say,  that  with  cTerjr  tm- 
nation  to  favor  him,  I  cannot  conaenl  to  P^*J^ 
morrow,  or  any  other  day  hereafter,  for  tlie  em- 
sideraiion  of  any  other  subject,  ull  the  Iowa^ 
bill  is  disposed  of.  At  the  ume  I  made  w'*"^ 
tion,  that  I  thought  we  could  have  diipowj  ot  s 
in  one  day,  I  had  good  reason  to  suppwe  UM^ 
could  do  so,  because  similar  bills  »>"  *>**?  ^" 
up  and  disposed  of  in  fifteen  minutes.  I  mJ  "^ 
idea  at  that  time  that  the  proposiuoo  of  the  fton- 
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orable  Senator  fVom  Keiituckj  [Mr.  llNDsawooD] 
irould  have  been  introduced  to  embarrass  the  prog- 
ress of  my  bill.  If  that  proposiiion  had  not  been 
iDt reduced,  it  would  have  passed  long  ago;  and  ( 
hope  it  will  now  pass  as  soon  as  Thursday.  I  de- 
■ire  to  say,  that  day  after  to-morrow,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  induce  the  Senate  to  sit  out  the  bill,  or 
■it  until  Friday  morning  at  all  events,  till  the  pri- 
Tate  bills  come  up. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  am  disposed  to  vote  for  taking 
up  these  resolutions  in  relation  to  intervention  at 
this  time,  but  I  feally  hope  that  this  will  be  the 
last  time  they  will  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
regular  order  of  business.  I  am  exceedingly  anx- 
ioas  that  the  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
■hall  be  pressed  to  a  speedy  decision,  and  that 
then  we  may  take  up  the  bill  relating  to  the  navy- 
yard  in  Cahfomia,  which  is  next  in  order  of  busi- 
ness. I  have  a  bill  of  much  importance  to  the" 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  which 
stands  second  on  the  Calendar,  and  has  stood 
there  from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but 
has  been  delayed  because  we  have  taken  up  a  bill 
on  one  day,  and  discussed  it  for  a  little  time,  and 
on  another  day  another  bill  or  resolution,  and  have 
discussed  that  awhile,  and  thus  have  debated  al- 
most everything  in  the  world  without  finishing 
anything.  I  hope  that  mode  of  doing  business 
will  no  longer  be  persisted  in. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  have  been  desirous  for 
some  time  to  get  the  Senate  to  consider  a  bill  of 
practical  importance,  and  I  regret  very  much  to 
near  the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  say  that, 
although  he  consents  to-day  to  the  interruption  of 
Uie  discussion  on  the  Iowa  land  bill,  he  will  not 
hereafler  do  so.  I  hope  we  are  not  to  understand 
that  consent  is  to  be  given  to  the  interruption  of 
the  discussion  upon  that  bill  only  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  subjects  of  no  practical  importance 
whatever,  while  subjects  or  great  importance, 
which  demand  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
are  not  to  receive  its  attention.  I  hope  we  nught 
take  up  and  get  a  vote  on  the  bill  maiking  indem* 
nity  to  those  who  have  sufilered  from  French  spo- 
liation. I  have  no  feeling  of  particular  anxiety 
with  reference  to  that  bill,  except  that  it  has  been 
intrusted  to  my  change  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  desire  to  have  a  vote  upon  it,  and  should 
have  insisted  on  having  it  taken  up  yesterday;  but 
for  the  reauest  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Fblch,]  who  was  unable  to  leave 
his  room,  that  it  might  be  suspended.  I  hope  he 
will  be  in  his  seat  to-morcow;  and  if  so,  I  sjiall 
ask  to  have  that  bill  taken  up.  I  do  not  wish, 
however,  to  consume  any  time  myself  in  debating 
it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  desire  to  correct  my 
friend  from  Maine  in  relation  to  one  remark  he* 
has  just  made.  I  have  never  eonsented  to  give  up 
the  discussion  of  my  bill  for  any  other  subject. 
At  the  time  that  my  friend  from  Rhode  Island 
made  his  appeal  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  some  ten  days  ago,  I  did  not 
then  consent,  but  was  overpowered  by  my  friends, 
who  came  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  good 
policy  to  give  way,  and  permit  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  to  proceed;  that  there  was  the  hope 
that  if  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  was  permit- 
ftd  to  go  on,  I  should  probably  gain  a  vote  for  my 
bill.     [A  lauf h.] 

Mr.  QWIN.  Then  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  did  not  conceive  it  good  policy 
to  give  way  to  me;  but  I  suppose  his  reason  for 
not  doing  so  was,  that  I  had  out  one  vote  on  my 
side.  It  was  undoubtedly  eood  policy  to  give 
way  to  the  Senators  from  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  for  he  will  there  undoubtedly  eel  two  votes 
for  my  one.  [A  laugh.]  Very  good  policy,  Mr. 
President,  Now,  sir,  here  was  a  bill  of  ffreat  im- 
portance to  my  State.  It  was  discussed  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brodbbad,] 
and  I  had  in  part  replied,  and  f  gave  way  on  the 
understanding  that  my  bill  woulacome  up  on  the 
following  Mondy.  That  is  four  weeks  ago; 
and  although  I  have  made  many  efforts,  I  find  I 
cannot  obtain  the  floor,  because  my  bill  involves 
a  question  of  practical  importance  to  the  country. 
Now,  I  know  that  there  are  a  dozen  speeches  yet 
to  be  made  on  the  subject  of  this  Iowa  bill.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  is  about  to  speak  to-day 
on  these  non-intervention  resolutions,  and  then  he 
wOl  probably  occupy  the  Senate  to-morrow  with 
another  speech,  on  the  land  bill. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    No,  air. 


Mr.  QWIN.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  think  I  can  explain  this 
matter  of  **  policy"  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Senator  from  California.  California  is  in  the 
category  with  my  State,  inasmuch  as  it  has  within 
it  public  lands,  and  the  Senator  agrees  with  us. 
That  explains  the  matter  of  policy.  We  have' 
nothing  to  ask  from  him — nothing  to  expect  from 
him.  He  will  be  obliged  to  vote  for  the  bill  any 
way.     [Liaughter.] 

Mr.  RUS£.  I  dislike  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  but  I  would  much  like  to  know  when  we 
are  to  have  a  vote  upon  this  bill.  When  I  first 
took  my  seat  in  this  body,  I  found  a  practice  ex- 
isting which  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  revive — 
one  depending  upon  the  courtesy  of  the  Senate, 
and  I  never  knew  an  appeal  made  to  the  Senate  in 
that  respect  in  vain.  The  practice  to  whic^  1  al- 
lude was  this:  When  a  bill  of  this  description  was 
brought  forward,  and  was  debated  at  length,  and 
when  a  majority  of  Senators  seemed  to  think  that 
as  much  time  as  was  necessary  in  debating  it  had 
been  consumed,  it  was  customary  to  name  some 
future  day  which  should  cover  all  the  speeches 
which  Senators  were  anxious  to  make,  on  which 
the  Senate  would  agree,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
to  take  a  vote  on  that  bill.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
something  of  this  kind  will  be  revived;  and,  as 
this  is  a  good  bill,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  to  name  some  day  next  week  when  we 
could  take  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Why  not  say  next  Thurs- 
day? 

Mr.  RUSK.    I  have  no  objection  to  Thursday. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  post- 
poning the  prior  orders  to  take  up  the  resolutions 
offered  by  the  Sepator  from  Rhode  Island.  The 
whole  of  this  discussion  is  irrelevant  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  agree 
to  take  up  my  resolutions.  There  is  no  disposi- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  or  with  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
California,  [Mr.  Gwin.]  My  object  ia  simply  to 
accommodate  the  Senator  from  New  York,  who 
is  prepared  to  address  the  Senate  upon  these  res- 
olutions, and  desires  to  be  heard  to  day.  It  will 
be  recollected  by  the  Senate,  that  a  week  or  ten 
days  since  when  the  floor  was  occupied  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Milles,]  in  dis- 
cussing these  resolutions,  the  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Seward]  took  the  floor,  and  that  this 
day  was  assigned  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  their 
discussion.  Ther^  has  been  an  understanding  in 
this  Chamber  since  that  time,  that  he  would  be 
heard  to-day.  I  can  say,  for  myself,  that  I  have 
no  desire,  personally,  to  urge  these  resolutions 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  detriment 
or  other  business,  and  I  shall  not,  for  myself,  ask 
for  their  consideration  amn. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  think  that,  as  a  matter  of  courte- 
sy and  comity,  it  is  due  to  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  with 
his  remarks  which  he  has  come  prepared  to  make 
to-day.    I  think  there  should  b^  no  objection. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Nobody  opposes  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  time  is  occupied  in  offering 
objections.  If  the  Senator  bad  been  allowed  to 
proceed,  he  might  have  got  half  through  by  this 
time. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  am  not  opposing  it;  though  no 
such  courtesy  is  extended  to  me.  I  came  pre- 
pared to  make  my  speech  six  or  seven  days,  but 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  do  it. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  seen  so  much  time  oc- 
cupied in  discussions  about  taking  up  bills  out  of 
their  order,  that  I  see  no  other  way  to  get  along 
but  to  refuse  hereafter  in  all  cases  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  one  bill  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  another.  That  is  the  only  way  we  can  ^et 
along  with  business.  The  Senator  from  Mame 
has  referred  to  the  bill  in  relation  to  French  spoli- 
ations, and  desires  to  have  some  action  upon  it. 
I  am  in  favor  of  that  bill,  and  I  give  notice  that 
when  it  comes  up,  I  shall  oppose  any  motion  to 
postpone  it  so  as  to  make  it  give  way  to  any  other 
Dili.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  when  any  such  prop- 
ositions are  made  in  future,  I  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered as  being  illiberal  if  I  oppose  them  all,  and 
especially  these  abstract  questions. 

I  am  perfectly  tired  of  this  manner  of  proceed- 
ing. I  do  not  object  to-day  because  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  to  pro- 


ceed, but  I  hope  this  will  be  the  last  time  such  a 
cQurae  will  be  taken,  and  that,  hereaAer,  we  shall 
take  up  the  bill  nving  land  to  Iowa,  and  then 
those  that  come  afler  it  in  their  regular  order  on 
the  Calendar.  If  there  is  any  bill  which  will  not 
lead  to  debate,  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  be- 
ing taken  up;  but  what  I  mean  is,  that  1  will  not' 
consent  to  take  up  a  bill  out  of  its  order  which  will 
lead  to  debate,  and  thus  disturb  the  action  of  the 
Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  prior  orders,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEWARD  asked  that  his  amendment  bs 
read. 

Mr.  MANGUM  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
original  resolution  and  all  the  amendments,  and 
they  were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  SEWARD  then  spoke  at  leneth  in  favor 
of  his  amendment.  His  speech  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix. 

Mr.  Seward  having  concluded — 

Mr.  JON  ES,  of  Tennessee  said :  Mr.  President, 
in  continuing  the  discussion  of  this  question,  I  de- 
sire to  conform,  as  far  as  I  may,  to  what  seems  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  Senate.  I  do  not  desire  to  trespass 
long  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  any  time. 
I  believe  it  will  be  accorded  to  me  by  all,  that  I 
have  not  done  so  thus  far.  I  feel,  however,  an 
inclination  to  express  to  the  Senate  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  feelings  and  the  opinions  of  those  whom  I , 
in  part,  represent,  touching  this  important  subject. 
And  all  I  ask  of  the  Senate  is,  that  they  will  give 
to  me  such  an  expression  of  their  wishes  as  to  the 
time  they  would  desire,  or  be  willing  to  hear  me, 
in  order  that  I  may  conform  my  conduct  to  their 
wishes.  I  have  no  particular  choice  as  to  the  time. 
I  should  prefer,  however,  to  go  on  at  as  early  a 
day  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  other  Senators.  I  b^  gentlemen  who 
have  questions  of  interest  before  the  Senate,  to  de- 
clare their  views  as  to  the  time.  I  believe  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Jones]  feels  a  deep 
oon<sem  for  a  measure  that  is  to  be  before  the  Sen- 
ate /or  consideration  to-morrow.  1  therefore  can- 
not ask  or  expect  that  his  measure  shall  be  super- 
seded for  my  conveniencs.  Other  Senators  have 
expressed  a  similar  wish.  I  am  willing  to  agree 
to  any  day,  provided  it  is  an  early  day.  And  I 
believe  that  one  of  the  distinguished  Senators  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Soule]  desires  to  be  heard  on  this 

auestion,  and  would  prefer  to  speak  at  an  early 
ay  next  week.  If  Senators  are  willing,  I  would 
fix  some  early  day  next  week — say  Monday  or 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    Say  Wednesday  week. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  Senator  from 
Iowa  suggests  to-morrow  week.  I  am  willing  to 
accede  to  that. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  have  consulted  with 
my  friends,  who  are  anxious  for  this  bill  to  pass, 
and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  I  believe  I  may  safely  say  that  we  will 
certainly  take  a  vote  upon  it  on  Tu^ay. 

Mr.  SOULE.    On  Tuesday  next? 

Mr.  JONES.  On  Tuesday  next.  Indeed,  I 
hope  it  will  be  taken  before  that  time,  but  I  think 
it  will  certainly  not  be  delayed  beyond  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  understand  that 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Soulb]  would 
prefer  an  early  day  next  week — say  Tuesday — 
and,  if  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  I  would  fix  Mon- 
day as  the  day,  in  order  that  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  may  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing 
the  Senate  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  SOULE.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr. 
Jones]  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  vote  cannot 
be  taken  upon  the  bill,  in  which  he  feels  some  pe- 
culiar interest,  before  Tuesday,  perhaps  it  were 
belter  to  postpone  this  question  till  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.    Yes,  sir;  if  you  please. 

Mr.  SOULE.  Otherwise  it  might  interfere  with 
the  debate  on  the  bill  in  regard  to  ^nting  land  to 
the  Stale  of  Iowa,  to  aid  m  the  building  of  a  rail- 
road. So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  a  matter  of 
indiflerence  whether  t^is  question  is  postponed 
until  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  I  shall  prooably 
be  able  to  take  the  floor  immediately  afier  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Tennessee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  move  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  till  Wednesday  next? 

Mr.  JONES,  of  TenneMse.    I  do,  sir. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  Wednesday  week,  the  17th  instant, 
and  It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  9,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  ra.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Bctler. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  bill  g^otiog  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the 
right  of  way,  and  a  donation  of  public  land,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Selma,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  to  the  Tennessee  river,  at 
or  near  Gunter's  Landing.  The  motion  pending 
is  to  refer,  and  upon  that  question  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

PASSENGER  VESSELS. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  yield  for  a  mo- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  set  a  bill 
from  the  Senate,  m  relation  to  uie  ventilation  of 
passenger  vessels,  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  so 
that  speedy  action  may  be  had  upon  it. 
'  There  being  no  objection.  Senate  bill  No.  350, 
entiUkl  '*  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act 

*  to  regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant 

*  vessels,'  approved  February  22,  1847;  also  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
ventilation  of  passenger  vessels,'  approved  May 
17, 1848,"  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BOUNTY  LAUD  LAW. 

Mr.  HASCALL  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  present  a  petition  from  the  inhab- 
itants of  Wyommg  county,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  asking  for  an  amendment  of  the  bounty 
land  biU,  wiu  the  view  that  the  same  might  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made,  and  the 
petition  cannot  be  introduced. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  DISNEY,  it  was 

Ordtredf  That  the  papen  and  petition  in  the  case  of  Ed- 
niundDejEterbe  withdraven  (Vom  the  Dies  of  the  IfoiiBe,and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FLORENCE,  by  Unanimous 
consent,  it  was 

OrdtredyThax  the  petition  of  the  widow  of  Lieutenant 
James  A.  beany,  of  Philadelphia,  be  withdrawn  from  t)i« 
files  of  the  Rouse,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  OLDS.     I  call  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 


ness. 


GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  ALABAMA. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  called  for,  and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  CobbI  has  tlie  floor. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  With  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  OLDS.  All  this,  I  suppose,  comes  out  of 
the  morning  hour,  and  I  am  anxious  to  get  on  with 
the  business. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  does. 

Mr.  COBB.  When  we  had  this  measure  under 
consideration  a  few  days  past,  a  proposition  was 
made  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  no- 
tified the  House  then  that  I  had  nearly  concluded 
my  remarks  upon  this  measure,  and  that  it  was 

robable,  if  they  suspended  the  proceedings  then, 
might  accumulate  a  new  head  of  steam,  and 
conclude  thereafter  to  detain  the  House  somewhat 
longer  than  I  at  first  intended.    A  sense  of  pro- 

Kriety  upon  my  part  prompts  me— though  1  may 
ave  considerable  steam  aboard — to  reserve  my 
remarks  for  some  future  occasion,  and  to  say  now 
only  what  I  intended  to  have  said  then,  and  be  as 
brief  as  I  possibly  can.  Before  I  proceed,  how- 
ever, allow  me  to  call  the  attention -of  the  report- 
ers to  a  little  error — and  I  am  surprfaed  that  they 
do  not  make  more,  from  the  clamor  that  not  un- 
fre«|uently  surrounds  them — an  error  by  which 
they  have  made  me  say  that  the  road  I  was  advo- 
cating had  been  completed  aboat  two  hundred 


miles.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that.  I  intended 
to  say  that  the  road  was  completed  for  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  was  under  contract  for  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles,  leavingabout  for^-three 
miles  of  the  entire  work  yet  to  be  placed  under 
contract— making  two  hundred  and  five  miles  as 
the  entire  length  of  the  road. 

I  was  about  concluding  my  remarks  when  this 
question  was  up  a  few  days  since,  by  simply  tra- 
cmg  the  line  of  this  road;  and  I  will  content  my- 
self on  this  occasion  with  doing  so,  and  as  briefly 
as  I  can.    This  road  proposes  to  connect  Mobile 
and  the  Alabama  waters,  as  I  formerly  said,  by  a 
railroad  connecting  the  Alabama  river  at  Selma 
with  Gunter's  Landing,  on  the  Tenneftsee  river. 
If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
map  and  see  how  these  mighty  waters  wind  them- 
selves through  fertile  valleys  to  meet  each  other, 
they  will  conclude  with  me  that  a  Junction  should 
i  be  formed.     I  think  the  importance  of  the  work, 
'  in  a  national  point  of  view,  is  one  which  should 
commend  itself  to  the  consideration  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House.    It  strikes  me  that,  upon  a  sur- 
vey of  the  map  of  the  country  through  which  the 
;  road  is  to  pass,  no  gentleman  will  be  found  to  deny 
*  the  great  nationality  of  this  work.    And  to  the 
meinoers  from  Tennessee  I  would  say,  that  if  they 
will  examine  the  route  of  this  proposed  road,  they 
will  see  that  it  passes  through  an  agricultural  part 
of  the  State.    Let  them  follow  it  to  Nashville, 
thence  to  Louisville,  thence  through  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, thus  connecting  the  Mobile  waters  with  the 
two  great  Lakes — Michigan  and  Erie.    Is  this  a 
work,  then,  of  small  moment?    Is  it  not  a  work 
which  will  be  pronounced,  by  every  one  who  gives 
it  a  moment's  attention,  to  be  of  great  nationtu  im- 
portance?   The  benefits  that  would   result  from 
such  a  work  to  the  citizens  of  those  States  would 
be  great,  for  this  road,  starting  fVom  Selma,  in 
Alabama,  runs  through  a  mineral  region — runs 
through  a  bed  of  marble  not  to  be  surpassed  in 
the  Union^— runs  through  a  coal  region  which  can- 
not be  surpassed  in  the  Southern  States — runs 
through  an  iron  region.    I  do  not  want  to  say  this, 
because  I  might  scare  some  of  my  Pennsylvania 
;  friends  from  the  support  of  this  bill.    I  desire  not 
1  to  drive  them  from  tne  support  of  the  road.    But, 
j  sir,  this  road  runs  through  a  country  that  is  rich 
I  with  mineral  ore,  with  coal  and  iron  ore  lying 
j  almost  together.    I  want  the  Representatives  of 
I  the  States  to  which  I  have  alludea  to  call  particu- 
;  larly  to  mind  the  importance  of  this  work  to  |he 
Eastern  members,  the  Western  members,  and  the 
Southern  members.     I  may  have  occasion  to  call 
upon  them  to  examine  ihemeritsof  another  work, 
which  I  intend  to  submit  to  their  particular  and 
special  consideration.    Now,  sir,  if  this  road  is 
to  be  completed,  what,  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
will  be  the  benefits  to  our  sea-board?    Sir,  you 
daily  hear  something  said  in  relation  to  the  Army, 
in  relation  to  making  aporopriations  for  fortifica- 
tions upon  your  sea-boara.   Give  us  this  road ,  and 
we  ask  no  mrtifications  upon  our  sea-board.    This 
road  win  enable  us  to  get  down  to  the  sea-board 
I  almost  in  a  moment  with  an  army.    Tennessee, 
I  Kentucky,  and  Ohio  can  also  send  down  troops  to 
i  defend  our  sea-board,  if  necessity  should  require. 
Give  us  this  road,  and  we  want  no  standing  army 
in  that  country.    In  the  sixth  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  Alabama  we  have  a  standing  army — the 
right  kind  of  a  army — and  give  us  this  road,  and 
it  will  be  more  efficient  for  defense  than  all  the  for- 
tifications you  can  place  upon  the  southern  borders 
of  Alabama.     I  am  satisfied  that  the  honorable 

fentlemen,  through  whose  district  this  road  runs, 
ave  asufficient  force  always  ready  to  turn  prompt- 
ly out — as  they  ever  have  done,  at  the  first  sound 
of  danger — to  the  rescue  of  their  country.    I  will 
not  trespass  upon  the  House,  but  I  must  express 
my  gratification  at  the  indication  which  manifested 
j  itself  a  few  days  ago — upon  the  coming  up  of  a  bill 
I  for  that  purpose,  though  of  a  limited  nature«-of  a 
;  disposition  to  exempt  railroad  iron  from  duty  for 
a  period  of  years.    I  say,  I  was^lad  to  witness, 
a  few  days  since,  in  this  House,  indications  of  a 
'returning  sense  of  justice  towards  the  railroads 
projected  and  in  progress;  and  I  am  induced  to 
change  my  opinion  of  this  Hou^e.    Prior  to  that,  I 
,  thought  it  was  a  hopeless  case  to  ask  for  fhvorable 
;  action  upon  this  bill;  but  I  have  had  some  little 
I  reflection  upon  it;  and  inasmuch  as  my  constitu- 
'  ents  expect  me  to  do  everything  that  is  proper  to 
I  forward  this  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  that 
I  rofid,  I  wiU  more,  at  the  proper  time,  to  put  the  bill 


upon  its  passage.  I  prefer  that  the  biH  should  ik 
here  to-day,  rather  than  itshouM  be  sent  to  a  com- 
mittee to  slumber.  -My  constituents  hope  for  some 
relief.  Kill  the  bill  to-day,  if  you  are  going  to 
kill  it,  and  let  us  know  what  we  can  depend  upon. 
\  If  it  is  understood  that  I  made  a  motioa  to  ttkt 
.  this  bill,  I  will  withdraw  that  motion,  and  inoT« 
to  put  the  bill  upon  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
made  no  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  COBB.  Then  I  move  to  put  the  bill  opoo 
its  passage.    I  desire  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama,  obtained  the  floor. 

EXEMPTION  OF  RAILROAD  IROI{. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  If  the  gendemao  will  aUov 
me,  I  desire  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  I 
do  it  to  get  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  prop- 
osition contained  in  it,  which  is  in  order,  as  the 
bill  is  upon  its  engrossment. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  upon  its  engrossment 
There  is  already  an  amendment,  in  the  shape  of  a 
substitute,  jpenaing. 

Mr.  WHITE  yielded  the  floor  to  adraii  ihf 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  1  move  to  insert  the  prop- 
osition I  send  to  the  table,  as  an  additional  sectioo 
to  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  foUovs: 

That  the  iron  for  the  constnicUoo  of  Uiis  and  all  otbn 
railroad*  in  the  iTnited  States,  or  the  Territories  tbcfeoC 
may  be  imported  free  of  all  duty  :  Provided,  ntwtrtkttm. 
That  in  all  cases  hereafter,  whenever  it  is  proposed  to  dauo 
this  exemption  (torn  duty  m  case  of  the  impomiiai  of  iroi 
for  such  purposes,  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  pemn  or  per- 
sons importing  the  same  to  give  bond  in  such  iQanoert< 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  eoa* 
tioned  to  show  that  within  three  veara  fkfim  the  tlm  «f 
said  imporuUon,  the  said  iron  has  been  laid  down  for  ^- 
roanent  use  on  some  railroad ;  or  in  the  event  of  failHRM 
make  it  so  appear,  then  the  person  or  persons  impoitinfNi^ 
iron  to  be  required  to  pav  double  the  rates  of  doty  nam  re- 
quired by  law :  ProvidtLfurtker^  That  in  the  ereatof  n 
beiiiff  made  to  appear  to  ttie  vatisfection  of  tbe  deoetarir  oi 
the  Treasury,  that  the  omission  to  lay  down  said  rtih ki 
not  occurred  bv  reason  of  any  fraudulent  purpose  to  ^^vk 
the  payraentot^the  prescribed  rate  of  duty  on  such  Iros,  tm 
then  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  give  further  and  reasoaabte  nm 
for  the  bona  fiit  appUcation  of  said  iron  to  tbe  parpofo  of 
railroads. 

Sac.  —  Be  it  further  enaded.  That  all  duties  nevdv 
on  account  of  U^i  importatipn  of  iron  for  railroads  be,  ad 
the  same  are  hereby  remitted  :  Provided,  &o««rer,  Tbatis 
all  such  cases,  the  importation  shall  be  in  the  name  and  fcr 
the  use  of  some  legally  incorporated  nitroad  company, « 
for  a  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Suter. 

Mr.  HALL.    Is  that  amendment  in  order? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  beg  leave  to  state  thit 
the  bill  under  consideration  is  one  encouraging  tbe 
building  of  railroads  by  making  a  donadon  of 
lands.  Well,  very  clearly,  anything  relating  to  the 
general  subject,  or  providing  that  that  roufl  latj 
import  its  iron  free  of  duty,  is  unquestionably 
germane  to  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  uoderstandt  the 
original  bill  to  provide  for  a  right  of  way  and  a 
mnt  of  land  to  a  railroad  in  Alabama.  Tbepen- 
ueman's  proposition  is  to  remit  dtitiei  upon  iw'- 
road  iron.  The  Chair  thinks  the  amendment  i« 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  with 
the  Chair,  but  if  vou  will  give  them  a  right  of 
Way  and  a  grant  or  land,  why  not  let  them  import 
their  iron  free  of  duty? 

The  SPEAKER.    Does  the  gentleman  uke  an 

**^8f  r.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  not  take  an  appejl 
myself,  but  some  of  my  friends  desire  it,  ana  n 
any  gentleman  will  take  an  appeal  I  will  sustain  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  does  not 
appeal,  I  must  object  to  the  debate.  We  are  con- 
suming all  the  morninghour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Al- 
abama IB  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  the  gentfeman 
from  North  Carolina  has  taken  an  appeal  from 
the  decifiion  of  the  Chair.  ,. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  did  not  appeal  my»w. 
although  I  understood  that  some  or  my  fn«w' 
would.  ,    . 

Mr.  ORR.  I  will  take  an  adfceal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair.  I  think  the  Chair,  decided 
the  other  day,  upon  a  bill  ^ntinjf  lands  to  Io«^ 
fbr  railroad  purposes,  that  it  was  m  order  to  mwe 
a  donation  of  lands  to  Kentucky.  . 

The  SPEAKER,  that  is  very  tiue;  hot  the 
Chair  never  yet  has  decided  that  the  grantmg  o' 
lands  and  the  remission  of  duties  upon  imponeo 
railroad  iron,  were  kindred  subjeeiA. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  the  gwitkmw  wm 
South  Carolina  to  l«t  hit  oppenl  go  orer  to  >«»• 
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other  time.  My  colleague,  [^Mr.  White,]  whose 
district  it  deeply  interested  in  this  work,  desires 
to  occupy  the  morning  hour  in  addressing  the 
House.    The  appeal  can  be  taken  at  another  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  gentlemen  do  not  discuss 
the  question  of  order,  it  can  be  determined  very  [ 
■oon  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  The  Chair  under- 
stands the  purpose  of  tlie  original  bill  to  be,  to 
grant  the  right  of  way  and  a  certain  quantity  of 
public  lands— <ilternate  seaions,  perhaps — for  the 
construction  -of  a  railroad  in  Alabama.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cumcman] 
submiuan  amendment  for  the  remission  of  duties, 
generally,  upon  all,  railroad  iron  that  mtLy  be  im- 
polled  into  the  countrjr.  The  Chair  clecides  that 
the  amendment  is  not  in  order;  from  tliis  decision 
an  appeal  has  been  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.] 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  lay  the  appeal  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  demanded  tellers;  which 
vere  ordered,- and  Messrs.  Cungmak  and  Hous- 
ton were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken, and  decided  in  the 
affirmauve,  the  tellers  having  reported — ayes  86, 
Boea  31. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  WHITE.  I  think  it  proper  that  I  should 
make  an  explanation  of  the  vote  1  have  justfiven, 
on  the  proposition  to  lay  the  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  upon  the  table,  before  I  proceed 
with  the  remarks  that  I  intend  to  make  upon  the 
siibject  under  consideration.  I  voted  in  favor  of 
sustaining  the  appeal,  because  I  thought  that 
amendment  did  not  belong  properly  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  bill.  The  bill  proposes  a  specific 
grant  of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  certain  railroads.  The  gentleman  from  North  * 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cukgman,]  as  I  understood  his 
amendment  as  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk,  pro- 
poses legislation  generally  upon  the  subject  or  the 
exemption  of  all  railroad  iron  from  duty.  In  this 
view,  and  not,  sir,  because  I  was  unfavorable  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman,  1  voted  to  sus- 
tain the  decision  of  the  Speaker. 

1  shall  now  proceed — though  under  circumstances 
somewhat  unfavorable,  from  the  disposition  mani- 
fested by  the  House  a  few  days  ago  in  reference 
to  this  subtect — the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of 
the  public  lands  to  aia  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads— to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  subject 
generally;  and  then  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what!  conceive  to  be  the  peculiar  claims  of  this 
road  upon  the  consideration  of  this  body. 

The  dose  of  the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  were  distinguished  by  three  events, 
either  one  of  which  would  have  rendered  illustri* 
ous  the  age  in  which  it  transpired.  The  first  of 
these  was,  the  separation  of  the  Colonies  of  North 
America  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  birth  of  a 
new  and  a  free  nation.  The  second  was,  the  form- 
ation of  our  Government,  and  the  framing  of  our 
Federal  Constitution  and  our  State  governments. 
And  the  third  was,  the  invention  of  tne  steam  en- 
gine, or  the  discovery  and  application  of  steam 
power  to  the  propulsion  of  machinery. 

By  our  separation  from  Great  Britain,  we  became 
the  proprietors  of  an  immense,  and  in  a  great  part, 
uninhabited  territory,  combining  richness  of  soil, 
yalubdty  of  climate,  and  facilities  for  navigation, 
whidf  would  soon  lead  an  enterprising  people  to  a 
participation  in  its  bounties  and  a  development  of 
us  resources.  This  territory, embracing — as  it  did 
then,  sufficient  area  for  a  mighty  people-— has  since 
been  extended,  until  our  possessions  have  reached 
from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf,  and  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Our  Government  has  gone 
into  operation,  and  successful  operation,  for  sev- 
enty years;  and  under  it,  we  have  seen  State  aAer 
State  come  up  and  take  theirplaces  in  the  Confed- 
«mcy ,  with  a  rapidity  and  quiet  which  seem  more 
like  the  delusions  or  magic  than  the  magnificent 
realities  of  risen  empires  emeiging  from  the  wil- 
derness, and  teeming  with  a  happy  population. 
Star  after  star  has  burst  forth  in  this  brilliant  po- 
litical constellation.  Slach  has  tak^n  its  place  in 
our  system;  each  shines  with  unborrowea  lustre; 
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each  revolves  in  its  own  appropriate  sphere;  and 
perfect  harmony  and  order  illustrate  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  a  free  people,  and  confirm  the  wis- 
dom and  foresight  of  that  illustrious  body  of  men 
who  framed  our  Constitution.  The  character  of  our 
people  would  have  manifested,  to  minds  gifted  with 
much  less  foresight  ihan  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution, that  tlie  Anglo-Saxon  race  itiust  one  day 
become  the  proprietors  of  the  North  American 
Continent;  and  in  view  of  this  progress,  they  have 
ziven  to  us  a  Constitution  which  in  prac^ce  has 
demonstrated  what  in  theory  it  professed — a  capa- 
city for  extension  commensurate  with  the  C<0iii- 
nent  itself.  Our  ancestors  found  a  ^oung,  but  a 
giant  people,  preparing  to  go  forth  to  the  subjuga- 
tion of  a  boundless  wilderness  of  territory,  for 
the  buildiifg  up  of  a  vast  republic,  and  they  pre- 
pared for  them  a  Constitution  j  suited  to  their  tnen 
comparatively  small  condition,  and  also  to  that 
mighty  confederation  of  States  which  the  future 
was  seen  to  develop.  The  system  has  worked 
well;  and  while  those  great  interests  intrusted  to 
the  General  Government,  in  which  all  the  people 
of  all  the  States  are  alike  interested,  have  been 
cared  for,  preserved,  and  protected  by  that  General 
Government,  the  State  governments  have  secured 
individual  rights,  and  given  just  and  equal  laws  to 
all;  while  both  governments  have  combined  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Our  growth  and  our  prosperity  have  been  with- 
out parallel;  and  this  system  has  proved  to  be  such 
as  to  make  its  continuance,  in  its  pristine  purity,  a 
common  object  with  the  American  people. 

It  has  been  said,  and  considerately  if  not  wisely 
said,  that  a  widely-extended  territory  and  a  free 
Government  cannot  subsist  together;  and  history 
has  been  appealed  to,  to  sustain  the  assertion.  It 
has  been  said,  that  despotic  Governments  alone 
possess  that  energy  and  power  which  is  necessary 
to  send  the  vital  fluid  of  healthful  legislation  to 
distant  extremities,  and  to  hold  together  the  dis- 
cordant elements  of  distant  and  diverse  interests, 
which  necessarily  grow  up  in  a  widely  extended 
territory.  This,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  is  the  lesson 
of  the  past;  but,  sir,  our  people  4re  not  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  past  experience  of  mankind,  nor  our 
QK>vemnii»nt  by  the  Governments  which  have  pre- 
ceded it.  We  are  pioneers  in  more  senses  than 
one — pioneers  of  the  wilderness,  pioneers  in  socie- 
ty ,  and  pioneers  in  Government.  Our  State  govern- 
ments provide  against  the  rery  evil  which  is  here 
deprecated;  and  with  pnident,  and  just,  and  liberal 
legislative  enactments  by  our  General  Government, 
in  aid  of  our  fundamental  law,  our  country  is  ca- 
pable of  almost  indefinite  increase  and  botmdless 
expansion. 

Other  agencies  than  our  free  institutions  have, 
however,  been  brought  to  bear  in  the  ^wth  and 
prosperity  of  our  nation,  and  no  other  has  been  so 
potentand  so  universal  in  its  influence  as  the  steam*> 
engine.  But  I  design  not  to  speak  of  it  as  a  means 
of  wealth  and  prosperity,  t  rather  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  as  an  element  of 
of  political  power. 

Commerce,  and  trade,  and  intercourse  among 
nations  have  ever  tended  to  diminish  the  number  of 
wars,  and  inspire  a  love  of  peace.  Among  savage 
tribes,  who  have  no  trade  or  intercourse  with  each 
otlier,  wars  are  perpetual;  and  among  civilized 
nations,  where  commerce  is  extended  and  inter- 
course free,  they  only  occur  as  the  huit  resort. 

What  is  true  of  nations  foreien  to  each  other, 
is  still  more  emphatically  true  of  different  parts  of 
the  same  nation ;  and  that  agency  which  is  power- 
ful to  hold  together,  in  amity  and  concord,  the  great 
family  of  nauons,  is  still  more  potential  in  binding 
togetner,  in  bonds  of  brotherly  affection,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  same  nation.  Distance,  and  the  want 
of  means  of  transportation,  are  the  great  impedi- 
ments to  trade  and  free  intercourse  in  ourcotmtry. 
These  difficulties  have  been  or  can  be  overcome  by 
steam;  and  in  this  way  it  enters  into  and  becomes 
one  of  the  most  powerful  elements  of  cohesion  in 
otifr  political  system.  New  Orleans  is  now  nearer, 
in  practical  effect,  to  New  York,  than  New  York 
was  to  Baltimore  in  1781;  and  the  intercourse  be- 
tween Boston  and  St.  Louis  is  now  freeri  cheaper. 


and  easier,  than  was  the  intercourse  between  Port- 
land and  Boston  fifty  years  ago;  and  our  country, 
before  its  recent  acquisitions  from  Mexico — not> 
withstanding  theacquisitions  of  Louisiana,  Florida, 
and  Texas — may  have  been  justly  regarded  as  more 
compact,  more  a  miit  in  sentiment,  and  inter- 
est, and  nationality,  than  at  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  These  mighty  resuItB,  not  properly 
conceived  because  of  their  magnitude,  are  attrib- 
utable— more  than  to  any  other  agency,  and  prob- 
ably more  than  to  all  others  combined — to  the 
steam-engine.  By  its  power,  time  and  distance 
have  been  annihilated.  By  iu  subtle,  invisible, 
but  all-pervading  influence,  penetrating  society 
in  its  remotest  condition,  the  supports  of  our  ad- 
mirable Government  have  been  planted  deep  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people;  and  national  pride,  national 
patriotism,  and  national  unity,  spring  forth  from 
the  convicu'on,  that  in<«r<^  has  confirmed  what  the 
wisdom  and  foresight  of  our  fathei-s  had  devised 
for  us. 

Our  Government  is  not  a  government  of  force, 
but  a  government  of  free  will;  and  no  matter  how 
much  other  influences  may  operate  for  a  time,  or 
may  affect  individuals,  we  must  rely  ultimately 
for  its  support  upon  the  welfare  of  the  people.  If 
it  is^their  interest  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
Government,  it  will  besuppbrted  and  maintained; 
and  when  it  ceases  to  lie  their  interest,  it  will  fall, 
and  it  shotUdfalL 

Now,  although  steam  has  done  much  in  bring- 
ing distant  parts  of  our  nation  near  to  eadi  other, 
and  in  weaving  together  our  interests  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  make  that  which  is  the  interest  of 
one  part  the  interest  of  all,  much  yet  remains  to 
be  none,  which  is  necessary  to  the  perpetuity  of 
our  Government.  Our  navigable  streams  pervade 
immense  sections  of  our  country ,  and  furnish  high- 
ways upon  which  is  wafted  the  trade  of  millions. 
But  there  are  large  tracts  of  our  country  whicli 
arp  indented  by  no  rivers;  there  are  millions  of  our  * 
people  who  are  cut  ofll*  from  the  benefits  of  the 
agency  of  steam,  and  are  growing  more  isolated 
every  day,  and  more  alienated  from  the  other  por- 
tions of  tne  nation .  These  influences,  sensibly  fblt 
among  our  people,  even  at  this  time,  will  continue 
to  increase  (unless  some  preventive  js  applied)  as 
time  evolves,  until  the  Government,  and  our  unity 
as  a  nation  will  dissolve  before  them.  Separation, 
distance,  diversity ,  and  conflict  of  interests  are  the 
great  dan^rs  which  we,  as  legislators,  should 
avoid.  Diversity  of  political  opinion  can  never 
destroy  this  Government,  unless  that  diversity 
shall  be  aggravated  by  a  contrariety  of  interests, 
which  shall  make  the  legislation  of  the  Govern- 
ment oppressive  to  some  parts.  Whenever  this 
transpires,  our  Government  is  gone.  U  is  not  in 
the  nature  of  the  American  people  to  bear  oppress- 
ion, and  they  will  never  do  it.  This  is  a  truth  to 
which  we  cannot  give  too  much  consideration. 
Our  Government  was  made  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  the  people,  and  whenever 
it  ceases  to  do  this,  to  any  considerable  i)ortion  of 
the  people,  they  will  cast  it  off*.  Fear  will  have 
no  influence  in  restraining  them,  for  it  has  no 
place  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people;  a  rev- 
erence for  established  institutions  will  not  prevent 
them,  for  those  institutions  will  have  lost  that 
which  constituted  th'^ir  excellence  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  when  they  cease  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral happiness  and  subserve  the  public  good.  An 
antagonism  of  interests  grows  naturally  out  of 
wide-extended  territories;  and  in  a  Government 
controlled  by  a  majority,  its  tendencies  result  in 
legislation  partial  to  the  majority,  and  oppressive 
to  the  lyinority.  The  history  of  our  Government, 
brief  as  it  is,  exemplifies  these  truths  with  unmis- 
takable force.  The  hostile  array  of  sectional  inter- 
esu  which  recently  shook  this  Capitol,  aye,  which 
shook  this  nation  to  its  very  center,  and  which 
now  burns  with  smothered  but  fierce  heat  in  the 
b<>som8  of  Northern  and  Southern  men,  should 
awaken  us  to  energetic  and  earnest  effort  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  brine  our  people  nearer  together; 
to  heal  these  sectionarstrifes;  to  make  the  interest 
of  all  one  common  interest.  These  are  the  shocks 
which  manifest  the  destructive  elements  in  our 
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poliiical  system;  and  unTlras  proviJed  a^nst,  they 
will  prove  the  precursors  of  our  common  ruin. 
The  sources  of  this  dang^  are  multiplying,  and 
will,  before  many  years »  manifest  themselves  in 
new  and  still  more  formidable  aspects. 
The  rapid  increase  of  our  population;  the  peo- 

Sling  of  the  Northwest,  of  California,  of  New 
lexico,  Utah,  and  of  Texas,  and  the  growth  of  the 
West,  gratifying  as  they  are  in  many  respects,  all 
present  causes  of  intense  anxiety  to  the  consider- 
ate statesman  and  the  true  patriot.  The  seeds  of 
discord  are  numerous  and  fearful;  and,  unless 
counteracted,  will  multiply  and  become  more  dan- 
gerous, till  at  length  they  will  destroy  the  Republic. 
Our  Government  is  not  destined  to  fall,  as  other 
Governments  have  fallen,  beneath  the  blows  of 
a  conquering  soldiery.  From  without",  we  need 
fear  nothing.  United  we  can  defy  the  world  in 
arms,  and  from  within,  the  first  attempt  to  coerce 
by  arms  any  respectable  portion  of  our  Confeder- 
acy into  submission  to  wliat  they  deemed  an  un- 
just and  oppressive  Government,  would  array  the 
sentiment  of  the  nation  so  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
disaffected  party,  that  the  Government  would  find 
Itself  powerless  to  force  submission.  Our  Gov- 
ernment lives  and  moves  and  has  its  bein^  in  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  when  this  is  with- 
drawn, it  will  cease  to  exist.  It  will  die  as  does 
the  animate  form  when  the  breath  of  life  has 
ceased  to  infuse  itself  into  the  system. 

But  how'  can  these  dangers  be  averted?  I 
answer  by  pointing  to  the  experience  of  the  pavt, 
and  to  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  our 
country.  What  has  etfected  it  ?  What  has 
cheapened  travel  and  transportation?  What  has 
multiplied  intercourse  and  increased  trade  ?  The 
steam  engine.  By  its  agency  the  trade  of  the 
great  West  has  emptied  its  treasures  upon  the  Gulf 
and  the  Atlantic,  and  received  in  return  the  mer- 
chandise of  our  great  cities.  The  cotton  of  the 
South  found  a  market  in  the  North,  and  the  trade 
of  the  North  an  outlet  in  the  South.  -North  and 
South,  East  and  West,  our  people  have  mingled 
with  each  other,  visiting  by  thousands  and  tens 
ef  thousands  yearly  the  most  remote  sections  of 
our  country — each  feeling  impressed  hourly  with 
the  great  practical  truth  that  the  thousands  of^ 
miles  which  he  traverses  is  but  the  domain  of 
cur  country,  and  that  the  millions  whom  he  meets 
are  brothers  of  the  same  great  family.  The  native 
of  the  South  or  of  ihe  mr  West  visits  the  place 
among  the  hills  of  New  England  where  his  fathers 
dwelt,  and  as  he  surveys  each  spot  sacred  in  the 
tradition  of  his  family,  or  lingers  with  melan- 
choly pleasure  ai*ound  the  tomb  which  protects 
their  ni^tal  remains,  he  feels  that  there  is  a  tie 
which  binds  that  spot  to  his  far-distant  home.  He 
is  not  a  stranger  there.  I,t  was  the  country  of  his 
forefathers.  It  is  his  country;  and  he  congratu- 
lates himself  that  when  his  course  is  run,  that  he 
and  they  shall  rest  beneath  the  soil  of  a  common 
country,  and,  though  separated  by  thousands  of 
miles,  that  the  same  banner  shall  fling  its  protect- 
ing folds  over  him  and  them,  and  that  t>anner  shall 
be  the  stars  and  the  stripes  of  his  native  land. 
Thus  morally,  socially,  politically  does  intercourse 
operate  upon  the  minds  of  our  people,  dispelling 
prejudice,  expandmg  thought  and  affection,  and 
maVcing  individual  and  collective  mind  to  identify 
itself  with  and  to  ^sp  our  whole  country  in  its 
conceptions  and  aims. 

The  greater  this  intercourse  the  greater  will  be 
oiir  homogeneousness  asa  nation,  and  the  less  that 
intercourse  the  greater  will  be  the  alienation  of  one 
section  from  another,  and  the  more  rapidly  will  be 
hastened  that  catastrophe  «;1iich  we  have  so  much 
cause  to  apprehend,  and  against  which  we  are 
called  upon  so  imperiously  to  provide.  As  a  Gov- 
ernment we  should  provide  against  it,  and  as  a 
Government  wehavetnemeansofprovtdingagainst 
it.  That  same  Providence  who  has  heretofore 
watched  over  our  fortunes,  and  shielded  us  from 
past  dangers,  has  furnished  us  wiih  the  means  of 
providing  against  this;  and  those  means  are  our 
public  lands.  With  them  we  can  build  railroads 
through  our  whole  country,  which  will  bind  us 
together,  and  preserve  our  institutions  and  form  of 
Government -for  ages  to  eoine.  I  will  not  enter 
into  a  calculation  to  show  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment would  be  benefited  in  the  matter  of  dollar 
and  cents,  by  an  increased  value  given  to  the  lands 
reserved  to  the  Government  along  the  line  of  the 
roads,  though  I  think  it  might  be  easily  demon- 
strated.   I  will  nol  undertake  to  prove  that  the 


development  of  the  trade  and  resources  of  one  sec- 
tion or  tlie  country  is  a  benefit  to  all  the  rest,  but 
I  place  my  appeal,  in  behalf  of  grants  of  publie 
lands,  upon  nigher  grounds  — the  preservation  of 
]  our  country  and  the  perpetuity  of^  the  Republic. 
I  There  is  no  mode  in  which  we  can  effect  such 
'  works,  so  free  from  constitutional  objections,  so 
I  easy  of  perforqnance,  so  certain  of  soceess,  and 
'  I  i^iay  add,  now  so  beneficial  to  the  country  in 
'  effects  outside  of  the  grand  object — the  building  of ! 
!  the  roads.    The  question  for  us  to  decennine  w  ! 
j  not,  as  some  are  disposed  to  regard  it,  whether  we  < 
shall  give  away  so  many  millions  of  acres  of  land  j 
for  the  benefit  of  the  States  where  the  lands  lie,  i 
but  it  is,  whether  we  shall  appropriate  those  lands  i 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  avert  from  our  Govern-  , 
ment  the  most  formidable  dangers  which  threaten 
it,  and  convert  them  into  means  of  support  and  'j 
defense;  whether  we  shall  hold  on  to  our  lauds  | 
uiffU  our  title  to  them  shall  be  swept  from  us  by  ij 
the  shock  of  internal  convulsion,  or  the  storm  of 
revolution;  or  whether  we  shall  wisely  apply  them 
such  a  manner  as  to  secure  to  ourselves,  and 
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those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  the  6lessiog9  of 
Peace,  Liberty,  and  a  written  Constitution. 

It  is  idle,  it  is  worse,  it  is  criminal  in  us  to  shut 

out  from  our  view  the  dangers  which  are  ahead 

of  us.    It  is  folly  to  disregard  the  experience  of 

the  past,  or  to  overlook  the  natural  operation  of 

causes  of  alienation  which  exist  in  our  social  and 

'  political  system.    It  is  the  part  of  wise  men  and 

I  faithful  public  servant^  to  thoroughly  investigate, 

and  as  near  as  may  be,  arrest  or  provide  against 

I  all  events  which  threaten  the  public  weal.  Let  us, 

I  then,  march  up  to  the  standfard  of  our  destiny,. 

and  as  patriots  and  American  statesmen,  without 

regard  to  petty  interests  or  sectional  feeling,  do 

our  duty  to  our  whole  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  men  of  the  present  Con-  j 
gress  maintain  a  most  responsible  piosition  to  the 
country,  to  the  world,  and  to  posterity.  The 
swelling  magnitude  of  this  nation  demands  en- 
larged views  and  liberal  legislation.  We  live  in 
an  age  of  progress,  and  it  depends  upon  us 
whether  that  progress  be  sound,  judicious,  health- 
fill,  or  whether  it  shall  be  wild,  reckless,  ruinous. 
This  progress  will  so  on,  we  cannot  arrest,  but 
we  may  divert  it.  We  are  afioat  upon  the  sea  of 
destiny,  but  our  fate  is  in  our  own  hands.  A 
wise  policy  leads  us  to  unbounded  prosperity  and 
unequaled  glory;  an  unwise  policy  to  bitter  ca- 
lamity and  enduring  shame.  We  cannot  fit  the 
garments  of  a  child  to  the  limbs  of  a  giant,  nor 
can  we  adapt  a  narrow,  sectional,  and  selfish 
policy  to  the  condition  and  career  of  this  great 
and  growing  country.  Then  I  make  an  appeal  to 
the  House  in  behalf  of  the  country,  the  whole 
country,  its  present  interest,  and  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  to  come  afler  us. 

I  do  not  ask  this  House  to  ^nt  lands  to 
this  road  for  the  sake  of  benefiting  the  people 
of  Alabama  alone.  I  place  myself  upon  safer, 
and  more  enduring  grounds.  I  ask  you  to  give 
lands  to  the  State  of  Alabama  to  secure  a  rreat 
natUmttl  good.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  call  attention  to  the 
present  condition  of  this  road,  and  to  some  of  its 

*  features  in  a  national  point  of  view.  A  glance  at 
:  the  map  of  the  United  States  presents  a  remark- 

*  able  continuation  of  valleys  northeast  and  south- 
I  west,  reaching  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
i  the  Gulf  of  Niexico.  Along  this  line  are  no  navi- 
1  gable  rivers  and  no  natural  facilities  for  steam 
I  communication.  Our  great  rivers  all  diverge  either 
'  to  the  east  or  to  the  west;  but  along  these  extended 

and  beautiful  valleys  nature  points  out  to  man  the 
locality  for  building  artificial  means  of  transport- 
ation and  travel,  which  shall  excel  even  the  capa- 
cious Mississippi.  From  Portland,  in  Maine,  to 
Washington,  the  communication  by  railroadb  is 
now  complete.  From  this  city,  through  Western 
Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  to  Dalton,  in  Geor- 

f^ia,  (with  the  exception  of  the  distance  fi*om  Char- 
otteto  Lynchburgin,  Virginia — sixty-five  miles,) 
railroads  are  chartered,  and  are  either  complete  or 
under  contract  for  the  entire  route.  From  Dalton 
to  the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  river  railroad,  a 
distance  of  about  ninety  miles,  there  are  several 
practicable  routes.  The  Alabama  and  Tennes- 
see railroad,  in  length  about  two  hundred, and 
ten  miles,  reaches  from  Selma,  upon  the  Ala^ma 
river,  to  Uunter's  Landing,  and  fills  up  by  far  the  ; 
most  formidable  interval  of  roads  from  Maine  to  ; 
Louisiana.    By  the  Alabama  river,  Selma  is  con-  > 
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nected  with  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  aod  thus  by 
the  building  of  this  road,  steam  cofDmuiikwioii 
will  be  obtained  over  near  six  hundred  ao4  fif\j 
miles  of  this  great  iniand  route  frein  the  Donh- 
eastern  to  the  southwestern  extremity  of  tkeronn. 
try.  The  importance  of  such  a  route  at  ihii, 
from  Portland  to  New  Orleans,  will  be  adm'iued 
by  every  one.  In  war  it  would  constitute  onrsumt 
and  readiest  means  of  defense,  and  in  peace  iht 
strongest  ligament  of  our  Union  and  nationality. 
The  company  for  building  this  road  was  orgio* 
ized  a  little  more  than  two  years  since.  The  atock 
8ubs"ribed  amounts  to  $1,180,000.  The  route 
has  been  surveyed.  A  part  of  the  road  it  dov 
finished,  and  by  the  first  of  August  nextnxty 
miles  will  have  been  completed.  Eligbty  miiei 
beyond  this  is  under  contract,  and  a  krge  portioa 
of  it  graded;  and  for  the  remainder, -sutMchptiooi 
have  been  had,  and  every  efifort  ift  being  made  to 
complete  the  work.  But  the  difficulties  attefMlin| 
an  undertaking  of  this  kind  among  an  agricuhaw 
people,  are  peniaps  known  only  to  those  who  htvt 
made  the  effort  among  such  a  people*  We  kan 
the  will  to  do  all  in  our  power  for  this  great  pra* 
ject,  but  if  left  to  accomplish  it  by  our  nrntid 
efforts,  the  work  must  be  retarded  for  years.  With 
the  assistance  provided  in  this  bill,  we  can  fioiik 
the  road  in  a  short  time. 

Then,  since  you,  as  well  as  ourselves,  are  to  be 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  undertaking;  since  tlie 
whole  country  is  to  share  in  the  good  whicli  vill 
flow  from  it,  I  ask  for  this  grant  in  the  name  <if 
the  people  whom  I  represent,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.ORR  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  tk 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  theWhok 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  ti- 
king  up  the  special  order. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION  FROM  NEW  MIIIOO. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  to  a  question  ofpnTikge. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  the  petition  of  A.  W.  lUjro* 
olds,  of  New  Mexico, contesting  the  ri^tof  Ricb- 
ARD  H.  Weightman  to  a  seat  on  this  Boot.u 
Delegate  from  the  Territoir  of  New  Mexico. 

The  petitioner  charges  that  in  the  election  wfech 
took  place  in  the  month  of  September  last,  unier 
the  Governor's  proclamation,  no  sufficient  notice 
was  ^ven  of  the  time  of  holding  said  electioD,Bwl 
that  m  some  portions  of  the  Territory  no  notice 
was  given  at  all. 

The  petitioner  charges,  also,  that  cornipt  IbIo- 
ences  were  exerted  by  Oiovemor  Calhoun  in  tint 
election,  and  that  gross  frauds  were  perpeliated; 
that  the  election  laws  governing  the  Territory  were 
disregarded ,  «uid  that  votes  were  cast  upon  another 
day  than  the  day  upon  which  the  election  vaa  to 
be  held, according  to  the  prochunationof  iheGot- 
ernor. 

The  petitioner  further  charges,  that  in  eartiaj 
up  the  votes  for  the  f>urpo8e  of  deciding  who  wa* 
entitled  to  the  certificate  of  election,  theOorenwr 
entirely  disregarded  the  law  governing  the  ewe. 

I  do  not  propose  to  express  any  opinion  upon 
the  allegations  contained  in  this  memorial,  or ai  to 
the  right  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  ^'f* 
Mexico  to  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  but  I  will  iao« 
that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  « 
Elections,  and  be  printed;  and  upon  that  rootioo  i 
propose  merely  to  advert  briefly  to  the  couise  p«r* 
sued  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  in  tiktkf 
tion.    It  must  be  recollected 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  (intemi|«- 
ing.)  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  A  .l?*"jJ*J'" 
rising  to  a  question  of  privilege  cannot  intetpoWe 
upon  itanDotion  lo  print,  and  on  that  motioflhtt* 
a  right  to  speak.  ^    ' 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  competent  for  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  to  present  thep«owo» 
state  briefly  its  contents,  as  he  has  done,and  moft 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Sectiom 
and  be  printed.  It  is  regularly  before  the  Hmae, 
and  the  Chair  thinks  that  the  question  of  pno^B 
is  debatable.  .    .  ., 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    My  proposition  w,  that t 

motion  to  print  does  not  come  within  ''l*''"^^! 
privilege,  and  cannot,  therefore,  supersede  im 
business  before  the  House.  The  genilemw  w^ 
make  the  motion  to  print,  but  it  cannot  »*'Pv^ 
cedence  of  the  bUt  which  was^  pending  when  w 
interposed  his  question  of  privilege.  . 

Mr.  PHELPS.    The  subjectmntta; coa^oea 

in  the  memorial  is  a  proper  subject  of^i^cam^ 
Mr.  STANLY.    I  suggest  to  the  gtoMm^n 
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from  Missouri,  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
question  of  privilege,  and  that  he  postpone  his  re- 
noarks  till  the  eentleman  from  New  Mexico  is  in 
his  seat,  that  Uiat  gentleman,  who  is  not  now  in 
the  House,  may  have  a  fair  chance  of  putting  the 
matter  risht  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PHELPS.*  In  response  to  the  appeal  made 
to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  I 
will  remark  that  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
right  of  the  eentleman  claiming  a  seat  on  this  floor 
as  DeI^;ate?rom  New  Mexico,  or  to  express  any 
opinion  on  that  subject.  But  1  desire  merely  to 
advert  to  the  comiot  conduct  of  the  Government 
in  the  late  election  held  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico. 

Mr.  STANLY.  That  must  aflTect  the  question 
unfavorably,  and  I,  therefore,  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  to  wait  until  the  gentleman  from 
New  Mexico  is  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  Do  I  under- 
stand the  Chair  to  overrule  my  pomt  of  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
motion  to  print  is  in  order,  and  that  being  properly 
before  the  House  upon  a  question  of  privilege, 
discussion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  desire  now  to  ascertain 
whether,  if  this  matter  should  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow-^— 

Mr  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  (interrupting.) 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  permit  me  to 
mhk  him  whether  he  has  in  his  possesnion  any  evi- 
dence of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of 
New  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  Ao  not  understand  the  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire  to  hear  the  evidence 
of  this  corruption. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Stanly]  appeals  to  me  to  forego  any 
discussion  upon  this  subject,  because  of  Uie  ab- 
sence of  the  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  but  the 
frentleman  from  Georgia  desires  me  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  now.  I  feel  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  provided  I  do  not  thereby  lose 
my  opportunity  to  submit  the  remarks  which  I 
design  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  a  question  of 
privilege,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  the  gen- 
tleman can  call  it  up  hereaAer,  and  at  any  time  he 
chooses. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Very  well,  sir;  then  I  will  give 
way  now. 

fHere  the  subject  was  dropped. 1 

The  question  then  recurred  on  tne  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johkson,]  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  spe- 
cial order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Before  that  motion  is  put,  I 
wisKto  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  when 
he  intends  to  bring  this  debate  to  a  close?  My 
reason  for  making  the  inquiry  is,  that  there  lies 
behind  the  special  order  an  appropriation  bill  with- 
out which  tne  Government  cannot  be  carried  on 
much  longer.  If  that  bill  is  not  speedily  passed, 
the  army  will  have  to  be  withdrawn  from  Cali- 
fornia, New  Mexico,  and  Oregon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  say,  in 
reply  to  the  ^enlleman  from  New  York,  that,  if  1 
jnderstand  the  temper  of  the  House,  there  is  a  very 
x»nsiderable  disposition  to  make  some  speeches 
jpon  the  bill  which  is  the  special  order,  and  to 
make  some  speeches  upon  matters  and  things  in 
general — for  Buncombe. 

So  far  ns  I  am  concerned,  individuall/,  I  shguld 
ike  the  speeches  to  be  confined  to  the  suhject-mat- 
ler  of  the  bill  itself,  and  to  have  speedy  action 
ipon  it..  The  argument  seems  to  have  some 
urei^ht  with  many  members  on  this  floor,  that  the 
ieficiency  bill  is  behind  this  bill,  and  that  it  is  im- 
[>ortant  that  that  bill  should  be  passed.  Now, 
hose  who  are  familiar  with  the  practice  of  this 
House  know  that  we  coultjl  at  any  time,  by  unani- 
DOU8  consent,  pass  by  informally  the  bill  which 
s  novir  under  consideration,  and  take  up  the  defi- 
ciency bill;  but  then  the  same  amount  of  time 
nrould  be  consumed  in  making  political  speeches 
>n  the  presidential  question  on  that  bill  as  on  this. 
The  question  then  comes  up.  Had  we  not  better 
^  on  regulariy  ?  The  gas  which  has  to  be  thrown 
>fl'  may,  perhaps,  as  well  be  thrown  oflT  on  this 
>ill  as  on  any  other. 


I  am  fully  aware  that  the  deficiency  bill  ought 
to  pass;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  more 
important  that  a  bill  should  pr*s8  providing  homes 
for  the  thousands  of  homeless  in  the  United  States 
than  all  the  deficiency  bills  that  could  be  orij^in- 
ated  from  this  time  to  the  close  of  the  session. 
I  look  upon  that  as  a  highly  important  bill. 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  no 
disposition  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
thereby  delay  the  public  business.  1  want  to  see 
Congress  take  speedy,  efficient,  and  early  action 
upon  all  those  measures  which  pertain  to  the  pub- 
lic good.  So  far  as  this  deficiency  bill  is  con- 
cerned, perhaps  it  ousrht  to  pass;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  best  things 
that  could  happen  to  this  Government  if  many  of 
these  Departments  could  be  put  upon  bread  and 
water  for  a  short  time,  and  they  would  then,  per- 
haps, suggest  some  means  or  plan  by  which  the 
expenses  of  the  Departments  could  be  retrendied 
and  the  public  expenditures  diminished.  I  shall 
be  willing,  however,  to  agree  that  the  debate  shall 
be  stopped  at  any  reasonable  time. 

M  r.  HOUSTON.  What  is  the  question  before 
the  House  } 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  on  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  privileeed  question. 
I  move  the  usual  resolution  for  closing  debate  on 
the  special  order  at  two  o'clock  on  Thursday 
next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  in  order 
pending  the  motion  to  go  mto  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
yields  me  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
resolution  being  introduced,  as  indicated  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brookk,]  if  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  House. 

[Mr.  WILDRICK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported,  as  correctly  enrolled,  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mitchell, 
of  the  State  of  Missouri;  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
Rufus  Dwinel;  and  the  act  extending  the  time  for 
selling  the  lands  fin^anted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum 
for  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb;  which  bills  sev- 
erolly  received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  was  going  to  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  and 
the  House  to  allow  the  special  order  to  be  passed 
by  for  the  present,  and  take  up  the  deficiency  bill, 
which  I  have  been  pressing  for  several  days. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  object  to  that  most  de- 
cidedly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  will  have  time  enough  to  object  when  I 
have  rx)ncluded  my  remarks. 

With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  desire  to 
have  a  communication  read  whicli  I  have  received 
this  morning,  stating  the  fact  that  the  Government 
drafts  are  now  being  protested  for  want  of  funds 
to  redeem  them;  and  it  will  involve  an  immense 
cost  to  the  Government,  if  they  do  not  either  recall 
the  army  or  grant  means  in  some  way  or  other  to 
prevent  these  ffrent  losses. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  comittunication  can  only 
be  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Several  Membbms  obiected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  W«ll,  1  have  only  this  to 
say:  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Wil- 
coxlwho  is  entitled  to  the  floor  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  can  get  the 
floor  and  make  his  speech  just  as  well  upon  the 
deficiency  bill 

Mr.  WILCOX.    I  did  not  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  as  objecting.  I  again  appeal  to  the 
House  to  pass  by  the  special  order,  and  allow  us 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Has  not  the  morning 
hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  already  pend- 

!   in?' 

Mr.  BROOKS.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Johnson]  yielded  the  floor  for  me  to 
make  the  motion  to  close  debate  upon  the  special 
order. 


I! 


Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  did  not  intend  to  yield  the 
floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Very  well,  then;  if  I  have  not 
the  floor,  of  course  I  cannot  make  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the  staler  of 
the  Union,  and  carried  in  the  aflirmative. 

HOMESTEADS. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiBBARo  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  bein^  House 
bill  No.  7,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  manufactures,  and  other  branches  of 
industry,  by  granting  to  .every  man,  &c.,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  lano. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Wilcox]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  1  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  to  yield  the  floor,  in  order 
to  enable  me  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WILCOX.    I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 
'  Mr.  HARRIS.    I  then  move  to  strikeout  all 
after  the  first  section  of  the  substitute  of  Mr.   * 
Brown,  of  Mississippi,  for  the  bill,  and  insert  the 
following: 

Strike  out  aH  after  the  flrst  section  of  the  mibstitate,  sod 
Innert: 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  te.,  That  sll  of  llie  lands 
or  the  United  States  lyinit  witliin  any  Stnie  of  thia  Union, 
which  were  subject  to  entry  on  the  nrct  day  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  have  not  since  been  mid, 
•ball  be  f>ubject  tn  entry  for  actual  settlmentand  cutlivation, 
for  any  quantity  not  exceedine  one  hundred  and  *iJity  acre*. 
m»  follnwfi,  viz :  all  of  »uch  lands  which,  on  that  day,  had 
been  subject  to  entry  ten  yeans,  and  not  exceeding  twenty 
years,  may  be  entered  under  iMm  act,  at  Uie  price  of  one 
dollar  per  acre ;  all  of  such  lands  which  had  been  subject  to 
entry  twenty  yearn,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  years,  may  be 
entered  at  tha  price  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre ;  all  of 
such  lands  which  had  been  subject  to  entry  thiny  years, 
may  be  entered  at  the  price  of  fifty  ccnu  per  acre;  all  of 
such  lands  which  had  been  subject  to  entry  less  than  ten 
rears  on  said  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  which  shall  not  be  sold  under  the  existiiiR  laws  within 
ten  years  thereafter,  shall,  after  that  time,  be  »ul^cct  to  en- 
try as  afbrecaid  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  per  acre.  And 
when  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands  shall  have  remained  ten 
years  subject  to  entry,  at  any  ofthe  reduced  rates  aforesaid, 
without  being  sold,  tlie  price  thereof  for  entry  under  this 
act,  duril>g  the  next  ten  years,  shall  be  reduced  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre ;  and  such  reduction  of  twenty  five  cents  per 
acre  continue  to  be  made  everv  ten  years,  until  such  lands 
shall  be  sold,  or  the  price  thereof  reduced  to  twenty-five 
C4»nt»  per  acre.  And  on  any  day  appointed,  as  aforesaid, 
(hr  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  said  public  lands,  any 
other  lands  ofthe  United  Suites,  lying  within  the  said  States, 
not  subject  to  entrv  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1851,  which 
shall  have  been  subject  to  entry  ten  years  or  upwards  on  any 
such  future  day  for  reducing  the  prices,  as  aibresaid,  shall 
be  subject  tn  a  like  reduction  of  twenty  five  cents  per  acre, 
which  reduction  shall  be  repeated  every  ten  years,  until  the 
lands  shall  be  sold,  or  the  price  reduced  to  twenty- five  cents 
per  acre :  ProrWerf,  kowevtr,  That  no  lands  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  entered  under  this  act  unless  the  price  at  which 
it  is  entered  is  less  than  $1  25  per  acre  i  ^nd  vrovided, 
yWrtAer,  Tliat  no  alternate  sections  or  mineral  lands,  which 
have  b«en  or  may  be  reserved  by  the  United  States,  shall  be 
entered  under  this  act. 

Sbc.  3.  JInd  he  it  fwriker  enacted,  That  the  person  ma- 
king entry,  or  application  for  entry,  under  this  act,  at  a 
erice  less  Uian  $1  25  per  acre,  shall  first  make  an  affiddvit 
efore  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  land  oflice  where  the 
entry  is  proposed  to  be  made,  that  the  said  opplicant  enters, 
and  proposes  to  enter,  the  same  for  his  own  use  and  bene- 
fit, for  settlement  and  cultivation  by  and  for  himself  or  her- 
self; and  that  the  said  applicant  has  made  no  entry  under 
the  provisions  of  tliis  aci,  which,  with  the  additional  entry 
then  proposed  to  be  made,  wUI  make  the  whole  quantity  so 
entered,  and  proposed  to  be  entered,  exceed  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  WILCOX  addressed  the  committee  during 
his  hour.  He  remarked  that  he  had  nothing  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  bill  pending  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  had  a  far  more  important  question,  at 
least  to  him  and  to  the  people  whom  he  represent- 
ed, to  speak  of.  He  regretted  the  necessity  which 
impelled  him  to  refer  to  the  compromise  of  the 
last  Congress,  but  he  would  premise  by  saying 
that  he  was  here  as  a  Jackson,  Union  Democrat, 
as  contradistinguished  from  a  Secession,  Disunion 
Democrat.  He  then  proceeded  to  justify  the  ad- 
mission of  California,  Utah,  and  Wew  Mexico; 
referred  to  the  efforts  of  the  secessionists  in  the 
South  to  create  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  and 
build  up  a  Southern  Confederacy;  and  declared 
the  Democratic  party  to  be  the  consutiitional 
Union  party.  He  denied  the  constitutional  nght 
of  any  State  to  secede;  and  in  conclusion,  addressed 
a  few  remarks  to  gentlemen  of  the  North.  Ht 
said  that  if  the  time  should  ever  come  when  the 
Union  should  be  dissolved,  and  when  the  starry 
1  flag  of  our  country  should  be  torn  asunder,  this 
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'  tin  would  lie  at  the  door  of  gentlemen  of  the 
North.  He  hoped,  then,  that  they  would  cease 
their  fanatic  interference  with  the  institutions  of 
the  South,  and,  from  this  moment,  that  all  would 
forget  the  ills  which  came  well-nigh  sinking  the 
ship  of  State.  The  time  was  not  far  distant  when 
we  should  see  the  peaceful  triumphs  of  our  exam- 
ple, and  seeing  we  have  so  great  a  destiny  to  ful- 
fill; let  us  be  wise  for  the  future. 
[See  Appendix  for  Mr.  W.'s  speech.] 

Mr.  RANTOUL,  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee  durins  the  hour. 

He  replied  to  his  colleague,  |Mr.  Davis ,1  who 
addressed  the  House  on  Saturday.  He  clenied 
some  of  that  gentleman's  positions  and  assertions, 
and  vindicated  his  uniform  consistency  on  political 
subjects  for  the  last  twenty  years,  challenging 
proof  to  the  contrary.  He  had  condemned  the 
fugitive  slave  law  in  his  own  town,  (Beverly,)  and 
addressed  a  large  audience  upon  the  subject;  and 
therefore  it  was  not  likely  that  a  few  days  after  he 
should,  as  was  charged,  express  himself  in  favor 
of  the  Uw  in  Boston,  about  the  time  of  the  public  "^ 
meeting  in  that  city  to  indorse  the  compromise 
measures.  He Jusafied  the  coalition  between  the 
Democrats  and  Free-Soilers;  and  said  that  for  many 
years  the  Whigs,  with  the  aid  of  the  abolitionists, 
held  the  State;  but  the  moment  they  found  tliem- 
selves  out  of  office  by  the  new  arrangement,  then 
it  was  horrible.  He  held  that  the  combination 
was  necessary;  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
referred  .to  his  views  on  the  slavery  question. 

[Mr.  R.  's  speech  will  be  founu  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  ROBBINS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
gentleman,  I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly ,  and  theSpeak- 
er  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  special  order,  being  House  bill  No.^7,  to 
encourage  agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes,  and 
had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon, 

Mr.  C  ARTTER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn ; 
which  motion  was  a^eed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  Aillowing  petitions,  memorialu,  kc.^  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  B  ARRERE :  The  remonstrance  of  numerous  cit- 
izens of  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  against  the  renewal  of  the 
Woodwnrth  patent 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citisens  of  Brown  county. 
Ohio,  prajrink  for  the  establishment  of  a  tri-weekjy  mall 
route  from  Williamsburg,  in  Clermont  county,  via  Sardinia 
and  PincasUe,  in  Brown  county,  to  Winchester,  in  Adams 
county,  Ohio. 

By  Mr. JCURTI8 :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Clarion 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  modification  of  tlie 
tariff. 

By  Mr.  KUHNS :  Eight  petitions  from  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  Congress  to  confirm  the  erection  of  the 
Wheeling  bridge,  and  to  prevent  its  destruction  under  the 
late  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  PennsylTania :  The  memorial  from 
oitiaens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  New  York :  The  petiUon  of 
Smith,  Dunning  and  others,  praying  the  extensloa  of  Uie 
Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS :  The  petition  of  H.  M.  Jones  and  37 
others,  citixens  of  the  countv  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  SCHOOLCRAFT :  The  remonstrance  of  George 
W.  BeanMee,  of  Albany,  New  York,  against  the  extension 
of  the  Woodworth  patent,  or  any  act  legalizing  the  reissue 
of  said  patent. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Simeon  StiU- 
welt,  Adam  Ulery.  Price  Wetheral,  and  44  other  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  tlie  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent  for  planing  boards,  h.e. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  W.  W.  Long,  Jackson  Dick,  Peter 
Hoist,  and  33  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for 
the  ezteasion  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards, 
Ifco. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  petiUon  of  George  W.  Gibson,  of 
Roooe  county,  Indiana,  asking  to  be  placed  on  the  invalid 
penaianroll. 

By  Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE :  The  peUtion  of  L.  W.  Me- 
gowan,  praying  for  a  pension  on  account  of  disabilities  in- 
curred by  exposure  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  BELL ;  A  petition  f>om  137  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  OhiOf  asking  Congress  to  establish  the 
bridges  of  the  wheeling  and  BHntont  Bridge  Company  as 
post  roads,  and  that  the  same  be  pcnnittcd  to  remain  at 
their  present  height. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS:  The  petition  of  benjamin  Shelden 
and  others,  citizens  of  Niagara  county.  New  York,  remon- 


strating against  the  further  extension  of  Woodworth 'i  pat- 
ent for  a  planing  machine. 

By  Mr.  ASUE :  The  memorial  of  John  McPherson  and 
others,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent  for  a  ^aning  machine. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  petition  of  Herman  B.  Ely  and 
others,  in  (kvor  of  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  or  cer- 
tain public  lands  to  the  Sute  of  Midufan,  to  aid  in  ttie 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Little  Bay  de  Noqnet  to 
Lake  Superior,  in  said  State  of  Michican. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  George  C.  Nelson,  assistant  mar- 
shal for  Kent  county,  Michigan,  for  additional  compensa- 
tion for  taking  the  censiu ;  and  the  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens in  favor  of  the  same  object. 

Alyo,  the  petition  of  A.  Cobum  and  others,  (br  relief  in 
reference  to  Jand  tiUes  in  the  Lake  Superior  land  district,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  AIKEN  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  asking  aid  to  the  CoUins'a  line  of 
steamers. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Mllwaukie, 
Wisconsin,  in  fkvor  of  the  construction  of  a  navy-3rard.  In 
connection  with  a  dry-dock,  in  the  valley  of  the  Lakes. 

By  Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
twenty-two  assistant  marshals  of  Lancaster  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  additional  compensation  (br  taking  the 
ccn«us. 

By  T.  M.  HOWE :  The  petition  of  James  M.  C<ioper, 
Morris  Jones,  and  many  others,  interested  in  the  trade  of 
Lake  8u|N*rior,  praying  for  the  construction  of  a  "  beacon- 
ticht"  on  Round  Island,  near  the  entrance  to  the  river  Ste. 
Alarie. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  H.  Miller  and  others,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, representing  the  adi^mtage  of  a  speedy  construction 
of  a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  the  river  Ste.  Marie,  Michi- 
gan, and  imiying  an  appropriation  therefbr. 

Al40,  the  memorial  of  H.  P.  Cain  and  others,  of  Allegha- 
ny county,  Pennsylvania,  of  like  tenor. 

By  Mr.  APPLkTON  of  Massachusetts :  The  petition  of 
Mary  Baury,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  relier 
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Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  a  petition  of  merchants 
and  citizens  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying 
that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Collins 's  Une 
of  steam-ships;  whioh  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza- 
beth Armistead,  widow  of  General  Walker  K. 
Armistead,  late  of  the  Army,  praying apension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  George 
W.  Beardslee,  remonstrating  against  an  extension 
of  Woodworth*s  oatent  for  a  planing  machine; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Westchester,  New  York,  praying  an  extension  of 
Woodworth 's  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  the  lend 
representatives  of  Lemuel  P.  Montgomery,  de- 
c^ised ,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  D.  M.  Wilson &>  Co.,  pray-r 
ing  the  payment  of  their  claim  against  Mexico; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  comooittee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject. 

papsr  withdrawn  and  referred. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  GEYER,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Allen,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

REPORTS  PROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
relief  of  Andrew  Smith,  submitted  an  adverse  re- 
port; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Elisha  W.  B.  Moody,  praying  to  be  reimbursed 
moneys  paid  by  him,  as  owner  of  the  British 
barque  **  Sarah, ^*  in  the  rescue  of  the  passengers 
and  crew  of  the  American  ship  **  Caleb  Grim- 
shaw,"  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  were  referred  the  several  memo- 
rials praying  Congress  that  expenses  incurred  by 
the  cxhibiters  at  the  World's  Fair  may  be  poia, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  oraered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  were  referred  the  hills  from  iJie 


House  of  Representatives  authoriziof;  the  iaiuin* 
of  registers  to  the  brig  *'  America'*  and  the  tk^ 
**  Kossuth,"  reported  them  without  amendment 

He  also,  from  the  same  coraimttee,  lo  wL:: 
was  referred  a  bill  to  amend  an  aa  eniitifd  **  i- 
act  to  create  additional  collection  disuicit  in  liit 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  other  purpont," 
reported  in  lieu  thereof  a  bill  to  authorize  ihe  Pm- 
ident  of  the  United  Slates  to  designa'ie  Uie  pktti 
for  the  ports  of  entry  and  deUvery  lor  Ute  coUk> 
tion  districts  of  Puget's  Sound  and  Umpqufi,ii 
the  Territory  of  Or^on;  which  was  read  ud 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

As  the  memorial  on  this  subject  also  pnynifcr 
the  establishment  i>f  a  mail  route — 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HAMLIN*  it  vu 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  ibt  Tanvrr 
of  Oregon,  presented  the  IMi  January,  be  rafeori  Mdk 
Committee  on  the  Vo*t  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTAITVES 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  Ihe  Commitiee  on  the  J^^ 
diciarv,  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of -b* 
President  of  the  United  States  communicaui^  t 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  nW:.x 
to  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  amoQ§  u< 
several  states  in  the  Thirty-third  Congrtti.h.^ 
mitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  sut^ 
mentary  to  an  act  provioing  for  the  taking  of  li* 
seventh  and  subsequent  censuses  of  the  Uiii:tfj 
States,  and  to  fix  the  number  of  members  of  tk 
House  of  Representatives,  and  provide  for  1*1 
future  apporuonment  among  the  several  Siau* 
approved  23d  May,  1850;  which  wai  read  lafi 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report,  r'c 
the  accompanying  documents,  was  ordered  to  b; 

printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  submitted  the  views  of  li^ 
minority  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subjtc 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the  J- 
diciarv,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint  resolciiie 
of  February  24,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  elt 
toral  votes  each  State  will  be  enUtied  to  in  ik 
presidential  election  of  1852,  reported  the  uuf 
with  an  amendment,  and  submitted  a  report  0: 
the  subject;  which' was  read. 

The  committee  in  their  report,  state  thai  ti* 
Constitution  provides  that  **  Each  Slate  sbiD  *p^ 

*  point,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  ihcrwf 

*  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors  equal  to  tit 

*  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Repiwniatiifc 

*  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled  in  the  O 
*gress;**  and  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  Mar  i 
1,  1792,  passed  before  any  election  of  Preftie:' 
had  been  held  under  a  new  apportionment,  gife> ' 
construction  to  this  clause  of  the  Constituu^- 
the  following  words:  «•  Which  electors  (of  Pres 

*  dent  and  Vice  President)  shall  be  equal  u>  li* 

*  number  of  Senators  and  Representative*^  vh'^ 
« the  several  States  may  by  law  be  entitled,  at  tt.* 

*  time  when  the  President  and  Vice  PreaideDtttu' 

*  to  be  chosen  should  come  into  office."  Tbiiiw 
new  apportionment  un^^r  the  first  centui  w^ 
effect  from  and  aJler  March  3,  1T93,  (act  of  1*^ 
April,  1792;)  and  that  accordingly  in  17»,  :e 
1812,  and  in  1832,  the  States  gave  a  number  0, 
electoral  votes  for  President  and  Vice  ^J^* 
eqiwl  to  the  number  of  their  Senators  and  Repr;^ 
sentatives,  respectively,  from  and  after  Maw  «^ 
1793,  March  3, 1813,  and  March  3. 1833;  and  tb^. 
the  act  of  1850  having  a  similar  proviso  to  m ' 
1792,  so  it  must  be  in  the  next  election  next  ti.  _ 
that  is,  the  States  will  vote  under  the  new  and  ^f- 
under  the  old  apportionments;  that  therefore iJ'' 
conmiittee  are  ot  opinion  that  no  further  ief»«- 
ticrti  is  necessary,  and  report  back  the  r»oluuw. 
with  an  amendment  changing  it  from  a  joiai  10- 
simple  resolution.  ^1. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  That  report  was  unaniraoiAr 
concurred  in  by  the  committee;  they  consifiert- 
the  case  so  clear  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  atoL- 

it.  If,  therefore,  there  is  no  objection  on  in«j*^. 
the  Senate,  I  would  ask  that  it  may  be«c»«^"r 
and  adopted  at  once.  The  only  change  wUkd  « 
committee  have  deemed  it  nece«ary  to jn*"' 
the  resolution,  is  to  strike  out  the  «'Oj:<»J  jT; 
so  as  to  make  it  a  simple  resoludou  of  the  awa^. 
Which  the  committee  tMbught  proper.  u«  om  r 
avoid  the  forms  of  legislation  which  woujajj 
necessary  in  the  case  of  a  joint  «^'""**^' ^. 
that  they  might  adopt  it  in  such  a  form  as  u>  ^ 
press  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  only.  ^ 

*^  Mr.  BORLAND.    I  desire  simply  to  »y.  ^ 
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If  the  introdu<;er  of  that  resolution,  I  am  entirely 
latisfied  with  tne  report  of  the  committee.  The 
making:  it  a  joint  resolution » was  not  a  matter 
which  was  material  in  my  m1nd  at  the  time  I  in- 
troduced it.  I  knew  that  there  was  a  great  differ- 
ence  of  opinion  in  the  country  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  I  desired  that  the  question  should  be 
B«tt1ed  by  some  authority,  so  that  the  States  might 

Sroceed  at  once  to  exercise  their  franchises;  and  I 
id  not  think  they  could  do  it  understandiogly  or 
eifectually,  without  some  such  indication  on  the 

rrt  of  Congress  of  the  opinions  they  entertained, 
think  that  such  a  resolution,  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  would  be  aJI-suificientfor  the  purpose;  and 
it  is  not  necessary  to  carry  it  through  all  the  forms 
of  legislation  as  if  it  were  a  joint  resolution. 

MV.  DAVIS.  If  1  understand  the  report  of  the 
committee,  it  is  that  the  States  are  severally  to 
\-ote  under  the  representation  they  will  have  ac- 
cording to  the  census  whichiias  just  been  taken — 
that  is  the  census  of  1850. 

Mr.  DOWNS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  will  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
who  introduced  this  resolution  whether  he  is  aware 
that  it  will  introduce  one  rule  into  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  another  into  the  College  of 
Electors  ?  The  House  of  Representatives  is  elected 
under  the  old  census;  and  if  the  question  of  the 
presidential  election  should  come  into  the  House, 
as  it  may  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
then  according  to  this  the  College  of  Electors  would 
dect  under  one  census  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives under  another.  The  College  of  Electors 
would  act  under  the  census  of  1850,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  would  be  elected  under  the 
census  of  1840.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  the 
true  and  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
but  probably  the  honorable  Senator  may  be  right 
when  he  ^ys  that  such  has  been  the  usage.  I  do 
no  know  that  the  usages  in  this  instance  would 
bring  us  to  that  conclusion.  When  the  House 
does  elect,  it  elects  under  a  representation  appor- 
tioned under  a  different  census. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  question  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  was  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  but  we  did  not  think 
that  it  made  any  difference  whatever.  There  is 
no  provision  in  the  Constitution,  or  In  the  act  of 
179a,  providing  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
under  the  old  census  should,  in  the  event  of  the 
election  d'^volving  on  them,  vote  for  the  President, 
but  it  arises  from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case. 
It  could  not  be  otherwise,  for  this  reason:  Always 
when  the  votes  are  counted,  the  Constitution  re- 
auires  that  Congress  shall  be  in  session.  It  must, 
tnerefore,  necessarily  be  the  old  Congress  under 
the  old  apportionment,  for^^new  Congress  under 
the  new  apportionment  flVot  meet  until  the  3d 
of  March  next.  The  old  uongress  will  be  in  ex- 
istence here  when  the  votes  are  counted.  As  the 
Senator  suggests,  therefore,  it  makes  not  the  least 
difference  that  the  College  of  Electors  may  be 
under  one  apportionment  and  the  House  under 
another — for  this  reason:  that  when  the  election 
falls  on  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Electoral 
College  does  not  vote  according  to  the  number  of 
Senators  and  Representatives, but  by  States.  This 
was  a  construction  so  obviously  resulting  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  that  it  was  not  thought  neces- 
sary, either  in  the  Convention  or  afterwards  by 
Congress,  to  make  any  additional  provision.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  say  that  the  next  Confi^ress 
should  make  the  apportionment,  for  many  of  the 
members  themselves  would  not  be  elected  till 
months  afterwards. 

The  Question  was  then  takeh  on  the  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  deaiie  to  say  that  when 
this  subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, they  regarded  the  construction  given  by 
the  act  of  1792  to  the  Constitution  as  entitled  to 
great  consideration.  Most  that  was  ui]ged  before 
the  committee,  was  that  the  expression  in  the  \ 
Constitution  in  regard  to  this  matter  was  not  very 
dear;  but  it  was  so  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  that  Congressgave  this  construction, 
by  that^act,  that  the  commiuee  were  bound  to  re- 
spect that  construction. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Rttolcedf  TUat  the  oumber  of  electoral  votes  to  whieh 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  in  the  election  of  President  and 
Vfc«  President  of  the  United  States  in  18S8,  iIibU  be  equal 
to  the  number  of  Senatocs  and  ftepreaentativsi  to  which 
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each  of  said  States  win  be  found  entitled  by  the  apportion- 
ment under  the  enumeration  of  1850,  as  provided  by  the  act 
for  "  taking  the  Seventh  and  Babseqiient  Cenausee,"  ap- 
proved May  £3, 1850. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RIVER  SAN  DIEGO. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  resohition  rela- 
tive to  building  a  levee  across  the  mouth  of  the 
river  San  Diego,  reported  a.  bill  to  provide  for 
building  a  levee  across  the  mouth  of  the  river  San 
Diego  to  divert  it  into  False  bay;  which  was  read 
and  piassed  to  the  second  reading.  <« 

He  also  submitted*a  document  on  the  subject; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  consider  this  bill  now.  One  of  the 
greatest  objections  to  the  passage  of  laws  for  Cali- 
fornia— the  expenses  attending  public  works  in 
that  State— does  not  apply  to  this  bill.  The  ex- 
penditure is  limited  to  $30,000,  which  is  to  be 
expended  in  turning  the  Siem  Diego  river  into  False 
bay,  and  thus  prevent  the  filling  up  of  San  Diego 
bay  by  deposits  from  this  river,  wnich  will  in  time 
destroy  the  greater  portion  of  that  beautiful  har- 
bor. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  restricted  jn 
contracting  for  this  work  to  the  amount  appropri- 
ated in  the  bill  for  the  reason  that  it  is  sufficient 
to  complete  it.  Responsible  citizens  of  San  Diego 
have  pledged  themselves  to  me  to  turn  the  river 
into  False  bay  for  thitf  sum  of  money;  and  1  know 
it  can  be  ccnnpleted  for  the  amount  named.  I 
have  a  report  from  the  Topographical  Bureau 
that  shows  the  importance  of  this  work,  iind  that 
it  should  be  commenced  without  dela^  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  the  harbor.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  harbors  in  the  world,  and  of  incal- 
culable importance  to  this  country  in  time  of  war. 
It  has  already  been  greatly  injured  bv  the  deposits 
from  San  Diego  river;  and  two  thirds  of  its  navi- 
gable waters  will  in  time  be  entirely  ciit  off  from 
the  ocean  if  further  deposits  made  by  the  river 
are  not  stopped.  I  take  it  for  panted  that  this 
Government  will  never  permit  this  important  har- 
bor to  de  thus  closed,  and  hereafter  nundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  may  be  rec^uired  to  dred^  it 
out  and  remove  the  very  deposit  that  this  bill  is 
intended  to  prevent  entering  it  at  all,  by  throwing 
the  waters  of  the  river  into  False  bay,  a  sheet  of 
water  useless  for  naval  or  commercial  purposes. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  wish  to  know  wlmt  is  the 
object  of  the  second  reading  at  this  time,  whether 
it  IS  for  the  purpose  of  reference? 

M  r .  G  WIN.  1 1  is  reported  now  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Theobject  is  that  the  Sen- 
ate may  take  action  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.    Then  I  object. 

Mr.  GWIN.  This  bill  was  reported  unani- 
mously by  the  committee,  and  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  proceed  to  its  consideration  now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  IT  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama objects;  the  bill  cannot  be  taken  up  at  this 
time. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  GEYER  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  State  of  Missouri  two  per  centum  of 
the  net  proceeds  df  the  sales  of  public  lands  there- 
in, heretofore  reserved  under  a  compact  with  said 
State.. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  MORTON,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Mallort, 
agreeably  to  previouis  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  route 
from  Key  West,  Florida,  to  New  Orleans,  Louisi- 
ana; which  was  read  a  firetand  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  reflirred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fost 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

THE  ZUNI  AND  COLORADO  RIVERS. 

Mr.  GWIN  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to:. 

Re$olvedj  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Department  of  War 
•ubfnit  to  tne  Senate,  as  soon  aa  pracUcable,  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  expedition  andmr  Captain  Sitgreavea,  of  the 
Corps  of  Topogmpbical  Eogiaeera»  apoii  the  Zooi  and  the 
Colorado  riveni  of  CallA»mia. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  AT  TUSCUMBIA. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Jteiotpirf,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  beinatmot- 
ed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  ertahjiahing  a  poit  of 
entry  ttTuacombia,  Alaoiama. 


RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  the  first  general 
order  to  be  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  m  aid 
of  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  that 
Statft. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  see  that  yesterday,  when  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  SswARn] 
closed  his  remarks,  there  was  an  understanding 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  this  Iowa  bill  is  to 
occupy  the  balance  of  this  week,  and  until  Tues- 
day of  next  week;  and  then  we  are  to  have  taken 
up  the  intervention  resolutions,  which  were  de- 
bated yesterday,  which  will  occupy  an  indefinite 
period  of  time.  I  appeal  to  the  representatives  of 
thirty  of  the  States  of  this  Union  whether  they 
are  willin£:  to  let  the  Calendar,  which  has  some 
two  hunored  bills  upon  it,  be  passed  over  from 
week  to  week  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a  sub- 
ject in  which  only  one  State  is  interested,  and  then 
discuss  ffeueral  resolutions  in  which  no  State  is 
interested  ?  Now,  I  propose  that  we  dispose  of 
this  bill  to-day,  and  then  let  gentlemen  who  desire* 
to  speak  upon  land  bills  do  so  when  another  bill 
shall  coine  up  for  consideration.  This  will  give 
every  member  who  wishes  to  speak  upon  the  sub- 
ject an  opportunity  to  do  so;  and  I  will  guaranty 
there  Mrill  be  lana  bills  enough,  fbr  I  have  one 
of  a  different  sort  to  propose.  We  have  been 
discussing  this  matter  for  two  months;  and,  aa  I 
have  before  remarked,  there  are  upwards  of  two 
himdred  bills  upon  our  Calendar,  which  have 
scarcely  been  touched  yet.  We  can  do  nothing 
till  this  bill  is  disposed  of,  and  I  appeal  to  ihe  Sen- 
ate to  let  us  have  a  vote  upon  it  to-day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  quesUon  is  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Underwood.] 

Mr.  BORLAND.  When  this  bill  was  under 
discussion  on  Monday,  I  gave  notice  that  I  should 
express  my  views  upon  it  to-day.  I  concur  fully 
and  entirely  with  the  Senator  from  California  that 
it  is  important  to  have  a  vote  taken  upon  this  bill 
at  an  early  period — ^to-day,  if  it  can  be  done;  and, 
to  show  tnat4  am  in  earnest  in  that  concurrence, 
I  now  submit  to  the  Senate  that  it  would  be  better 
to  take  the  vote  this  morning.  I  presume  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Senate  are  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it  rather  than  to  hear  what  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  No,  no;  the  question  can- 
not be  taken  to-day. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  that  can  be  done,  I  would 
prefer  it.  I  would  prefer  it  on  account  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  bill  itself;  I  would  prefer  it,  too,  on 
my  own  account,  because,  since  the  notice  which 
I  gave  of  my  intention  to  address  the  Senate,  I 
have  not  had  time  to  prepare  myself  in  the  way  I 
would  like;  and  would  be  glad,  for  both  of  these 
reasons,  if  the  vote  could  now  be  taken,  and  my 
speech  be  dispensed  with.  But  if  it  is  the  wish  of 
other  Senators  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  then  1 
shall  have  to  go  on . 

Mr.  BELL.  You  cannot  get  a  vote  now ;  there 
is  no  Senate  here. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Senators  are  all  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  can  soon  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  new 
proposition,  which  has  been  submitted  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Viii^inia,  [Mr.  Hunter.]  So  I  see  by 
the  papers  this  morning — a  proposition,  as  I  im- 
derstand  it,  by  way  of  an  amendment.  That  prop- 
osition will  deserve  some  consideration,  whether 
it  may  not  meet  with  the  views  of  a  majority  of 
the  Senate,  and  change  the  whole  features  of  the 
principle  of  this  bill 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  It  is  not  at  all  meant  as 
a  substitute  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  understand  it  proposes  a  mode 
of  getting  clear  of  all  the  grounds  on  which  aipi- 
ments  liave  been  made  in  favor  of  this  bill;  and, 
if  it  is  acceptable,  it  will  relieve  the  Senate  from 
furUier  discussion.  But  aa  that  bill  has  ncM  yet 
been  printed  and  bdd  upon  our  tables,  I  think  we 
ought  at  least  to  have  a  little  time  for  its  consider- 
ation before  a  vote  is  taken  upon  the  bill  now  un- 
der consideration. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Then  let  it  be  understood  that 
to-morrow  we  will  take  the  vote  upon  this  bilj. 
JSurely,  we  ought  to  make  some  disposition  of  it 
immediately,  (or  there  are  fifty  other  bills  on  the 
subject  of  grantingi>ublic  lands,  upon  which  Sen- 
ators can  express  their  views. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Since  there  is  objection  to 
taking  the  vote  upon  this  bill  to-day,  I  suppose  1 
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must  Droceed  with  my  remarks,  however  unpre- 
pared I  may  be. 

He  then  proceeded,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
upwards  of  two  hours  in  support  of^he  bill.  A 
report  of  his  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

Mr.  CASS  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  ^ve 
way  at  the  request  of  Senators,  and  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executi^  business;  and,  after  a  short  time  so 
enpiged,  the  doors  were  reopened, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  J^areh  10, 1852. 

TJie  House  met  at  twelve  o'dock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butleii. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  an^  approved. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Tennessee.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  print  the  amend- 
ment which  I  offered  yesterday,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown,]  for  the  bill  of  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Johnson.]  I  will  state  to  the  House 
that  my  amendment  proposes  to  graduate  the  price 
of  public  lands.  1  desire  that  it  should  be  printed, 
that  it  may  go  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  thev  takeuptliat  measure  for  action  upon  it. 

There  oeing  no  objection,  the  motion  was  ad- 
mitted and  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LANE,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
the  following  bills,  of  which  previous  notice  had 
been  given,  which  were  read  the  first  and  second 
time  by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  be- 
low, Tiz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Georee  B.  Abemetby. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Gaines.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  C.  M.  Walker.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

A  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  create 
the  office  of  Surveyor  General  of  the  Public  Lands 
in  Orsffon,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey,  and  to 
make  donations.to  the  settlers  of  the  said  public 
lands.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  estab- 
lishing the  territorial  government  of  Oregon.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  seat  of 
government  for  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  LANE.  I  also  beg  leave  to  introduce  a 
simple  resolution  asking  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information,  as 
follows: 

Re$olvtdj  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stiitee  be 
reque«ti*d  tn  lay  before  thittHouneii  copy  uf  the  corretpond- 
•nco  withlQenenU  J.  P.  Gaine«,  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  relative  to  the  location  and  establishment  of  the 
■eat  of  government  for  taid  Territory. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  do  not  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman's  resolution,  but  I  wish  to  ask  him 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  call  for  the  r^^ular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  introduction  of  the  res- 
olution is  objected  to.  The  regular  business  in 
order,  is  the  call  upon  committees  for  reports. 

THE  EXTBNSION'oF  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  a  right  to  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  the  special  order.  I  shall  not  do 
it  unless  gentlemen  are  wilHng  upon  all  sides  to 
take  up  those  special  orders  made  tor  to-day,  being 
the  bills  for  the  continuation  of  the  work  on  the 
Capitol,  and  in  relation  to  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Library.  I  am  willing,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion, and*  if  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jobk- 
sOn]  is  willing  that  his  land  bill  should  go  over,  to 
take  up  those  two  bills,  which  will  occupy  but 
little  time.     We  ought  certainly  to  make  an  ap- 


propriation for  the  Library.  We  all  feel  the  want 
of  it,  and  we  had  better  make  an  appropriation  at 
once,  and  let  the  men  go  to  work.  We  ou^hiWso 
to  appropriate  the  necessary  money  to  continue 
the  work  on  the  extension  of  the  Capitol,  if  that 
work  is  to  so  on.  Why  not  let  it  progress,  and 
thus  provide  employment  for  the  laborers  who 
have  been  induced  to  come  hereunder  an  implied 
assurance  of  continuous  employment? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  ClingmanI  objected  yesterday  to 
taking  up  the  deficiency  oill,  when  the  drafts  of 
the  Government  are  being  protested  and  dishon- 
ored; and  when  the  cost  of  the  Government  for 
the  provisions  necessary  to  supply  the  Army  are 
in  consequence  greatly  increased.  I  think  it  is  of 
much  more  importance  to  transact  that  sort  of 
legislation ,  than  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  call  the  gentle: 
man  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  conversation  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  as  objecting  to  my  motion  ? 

Mr.  KING.  It  is  no  matter  whether  he  does 
or  not,  the  motion  is  in  order.  ^ 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

GENERAL  JESUP.    ' 

Mr.  MACE.  I  made  a  few  remarks  the  other 
day  upon  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Gen- 
eral Watson,  growing  out  of  an  alleged  claim  he 
had  against  the  Government,  on  account  of  the 

Eurchase  which  he  made  of  certain  slaves  captured 
y  the  Cherokees  in  the  Seminole  war.  During 
these  remarks,  I  incidentally  alluded  to  the  capture 
of  Osceola 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  insist  that  it  Ss  not  a 
question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  will  let  the  gentleman  know  it 
is  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.     I  beg  pardon.        ^ 

Mr.  MACE.  During  these  remarks  I  cast,  by 
implication,  a  censure  upon  one  of  the  most  meri- 
torious officers  now,  or  who  has  been,  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  I  allude  to  General  Jesup. 
General  Jesup  was  the  commanding  officer  at 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  think  it  is  clear  that  this 
is  no  privileged  question— one  that  is  acknowledged 
by  the  rules — and  can  only  come  in  by  general 
consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  enforce  the 
rules,  and  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Mace,]  that  he  does  not  regard  the  point  he 
has  made  as  involved  in  a  question  of  privilege. 
The  question  pendine  is  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  MACE.  Is  there  any  objection  to  my  pro- 
ceeding? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  There  is.  Let  the  gentle- 
man reply  through  the  papers. 

Mr.  MACE.  I  will  simply  say  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  do  General  Jesup,  upon  that  occasion, 
any  injustice  whatever.  I  consider  him  a  high- 
mi  ndea,  liberal  man — a  man  deserving  the  confi- 
dence of  the  whole  country 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  " Order I'H 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolma,  [Mr.  Clino- 
MAN,]  before  he  submits  bis  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  we  can  take  a  shorter 
method  to  facilitate  the  object  and  dispose  of  this 
matter. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order.  I  think  this  discussion  in  relation  to 
priority  of  business  is  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  as  discussing 
anything. 

Nf  r.  STANTON.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  proposition  to  go 
into  committee,  and  permit  me  to  introduce  a  res- 
olution to  this  efifect:  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  special  order 
in  reference  to  the  repairs  at  the  Capitol.  It  can 
then  come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  can  only  come  in  by 
general  consent.  I  will  not  object,  it' nobody  else 
objects. 


Mr.  STANTON.  It  can  be  dispoMd  efiDt 
few  minutes. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  win  withdrawn^ 
motion. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  It  ia«usdess  to  do  so,  becaon 
1  shall  certainly  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Illittoii 
[Mr.  Fickun]  did  not  probably  understand  ike 
motion.  I  understand  the  motion  to  «pp)y  to  tfai 
Library,  and  not  to  the  extension. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  To  both. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  With  the  view  of  letting  iibi 
passed,  I  will  not  interpose  the  least  objeetioo. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  not  interpoMuiy 
objection. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move,  then,  that  the  On- 
mittee  of  the  Who)e  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  ikt 
part  of  the  special  order  relatmg  to  the  rtcaostne- 
tion  of  the  Library,  and  that  it  oe  now  considend 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  ORR.  Do  I  understand  the  gentlcnu'i 
motion  as  including  the  bill  to  provide  ibr  maluB; 
appropriations  for  the  Library  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  biU  from  t^ 
consideration  of  which  the  gentleman  propotctio 
dischariee  the  committee. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  object  to  the  introduction  of  tki 
resolution.  1  am  willing  that  the  other  raaittf 
shall  come  up. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  renew  my  motion tniu- 
pend  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  that  the  Ho«tt 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tke 
state  of  the  Union,  upon  the  special  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken , and  it  was agmd 
to  accoraingly. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

The  HdVise  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  ih« 

Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hibum 

I  in  tlie  Chair,)  and  resumed  the  contideratiofl  of 

I  the  special  order,  bein^  House  bill  No.  7,  for  lb* 

'  encouragement  of  atcriculture,  manufactures,  lad 

other  branches  of  industry,  by  granting  to  ercry 

man,  &c.,  one  hundred  and  sucty  acres  of  land. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  from  ffii- 
nois  [Mr.  Richards  ok]  is  entitled  to  the  Hoor. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said:  Daring  the  brief 
period  1  have  served  as  a  member  of  CongrtM,! 
nave  never,  Uf»on  any  occasion,  arisen  tosddrm 
the  House  with  so  much  regret  as  1  do  upon  tke 
present  occasion.  I  shall  not  allude  to  the qneaioo 
which  is  involved  in  the  biH  under  eonsidertfioii. 
The  Democratic  party  of  the  State  of  ^linoild^ 
mands  of  some  of  her  representatives,  vben  her 
favorite  son  has  been  assailed  upon  this  Uoor,  to 
repel  the  charges  made  against  him,  whether  made 
directly  or  indirectly,  ^kat  Democracy  hare  wine 
right  to  be  heard.  MRl  times  past— in  all  the 
disasters  that  have  beset  the  Democratic  party- 
whether  weal  or  woe  has  attended  it— the  Dmoc- 
racy  of  my  State  have  ever  stood  forth,  and  hire 
never  g^ven  way  in  the  darkest  hour  of  batile. 
For  fifleen  years,  no  son  of  herVi  has  coDtributrt 
so  much  to  produce  these  results  as  mr  di*iB- 
guished  friend.  Judge  Douglas.  In  behalf  of  tW 
Democracy— in  behalf  of  that  leader  who  haiW 
them  on  in  so  many  contests,  and  to  vidory— 1 
appear  here  to-day,  , 

Sir,  it  is  not  remarkable  that  the  Demoerati  rf 

Illinois  should  be  attached -to  Judge  I>»2J;^- 
Twenty  years  ago,  he  came  among  them  •^j'J* 
less  and  penniless  young  mechanic.  Unaided  by 
anything,  except  by  his  own  talents,  he  hatwa 
to  the  position  he  now  so  ably  fills— at  all  on* 
struggling,  at  all  times  battling  for  the  <*ojJ["|f 
which  have  been,  and  are,  near  and  de*rloDe«w- 
crats.  Is  it,  then ,  remarkable  that  that  I>«ny^ 
should  be  attached  to  him  ?  Is  it  r«n«'^»*^'t'|T 
they  should  expect  his  successor  upon  th»  flow, 
when  by  imputation  his  fair  fame  is  sought  to  w 
sullied,  to  defend  him?  r»#   o  -*^ 

Sir,  thegentleroan  from  Kentucky,  [Mr^BM«* 
INRIDOE,]  in  his  allusions  the  other  ^f/^^^^lZ 
glowing  and  eloquent  eolors,  pictures  «  "*  J™t 
gles  of^the  Democracy  of  his  own  Stite.  J«M' 
s  true  that  that  Democracy  have  stniffl~  J^ 
have  fought;  and  the  Dcroocrwiy  of  this  njOM 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  exertions  of  wr 
leaders.  On  more  occasions  than  one,  "•.r^ 
mocracy  of  my  State  have  aided  ker  **"*  SU^ 
aspirations,  both  to  secures  norainauona  ana  »nni 

elections.  That  distinguished  son  of  Kfn»»«*2; 
Colonel  Johnsons-distinguished  ^orhwUtH*^ 
vice  here,  and  for  hit  valor  on  the  field-**  ^ 
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where  more  zealous  or  ardent  frtends  than  that 
democracy  which  waa  led  by  the  Senator  from 
my  own  State.  The  gentleman  who  was  defended 
the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
Oeneral  Butler,  has  found  in  that  Democracy 
^nrarm  and  reliable  friends,  both  before  and  after  his 
nomination  for  the  Vice-Presidency.  We  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  them,  while  we  have  looked 
^th  hope  and  expectation  that  the  clouds  that 
lowered  over  them  were  soon  to  pass  away.  And 
'when,  in  the  recent  struggle,  her  Democracy  came 
oat  victorious,  no  son  of  hers  anywhere  rejoiced 
more  than  I  did.  I  had  hoped  and  trustea  that 
the  time  was  corns  when  that  Democracy  were 
permanently  in  the  ascendency. 

I  am  not  here  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assailing  anybody.  It  is  not  my  habit  to 
QO  so.  I  am  not  unwilling  at  any  time  to  engage  in 
contests  and  controversies  withpolitical  opponents, 
bat  not  with  political  friends.  My  object,  my 
mission,  as  a  representative  in  Congress,  is  peace; 
cdl  of  our  missions  should  be  peace  among  our- 
selves, if  we  believe  that  the  doctrines  we  advocate 
win  advance  the  great  interests  of  our  country, 
for  unless  we  have  peace,  these  doctrines  cannot 
be  in  the  ascendant.  Sir,  entertaining  this  belief, 
I  was  astonished  the  other  day,  when  an  assault 
'was  made  by  a  Democrat  from  Kentucky  upon  a 
Democrat  from  Illinois.  I  am  not  here  to  follow 
ihe  exsimple  then  set  me.  I  mean  to  confine  my- 
self to  legitimate  defense,  and  to  defence  only.  I 
know  that  in  these  wars  we  might  do  some  mis- 
chief to  political  friends.  I  do  not  choose  to  do 
so.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  do  so.  It  is  not  in 
accordance  with  my  feelings— with  my  views. 
While  I  say  this,  I  must  be  permitted  to  make 
another  remark.  Wherever  and  whenever  any 
^ntleman  wishes  to  made  any  assault  upon  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  I  desire  that  he  may  do  it 
openly  and  boldly,  that  it  may  be  met,  admitted, 
explained,  or  denied.  If^anj  gentleman  has  any- 
thing to  say  in  relation  to  bim,  I  want  to  hear  it. 
His  record  is  as  clean,  as  clear,  as  defensible,  as 
that  of  any  man  who  has  been  so  lon^  and  so  con- 
spicuously in  public  life.  His  political  and  per- 
sonal character,  from  childhood  up,  is  open  to  the 
investifation  of  every  one.  If  cnarges  are  to  be 
mader  I  ask  that  they  may  be  made  publicly  and 
openly.  I  am  ready  to  discuss  with  anv  gentle- 
man, anywhere,  the  claims,  the  merits,  tne  politi- 
cal  integrity,  the  personal  integrity,  honor,  and 
high  bearing,  of  tne  distinguished  Senator  from 
'iny  own  State.  I  seek  to  shield  him  from  nothing. 
I  ask  no  concealment  in  his  behalf. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  his  remarks 
the  other  day,  said: 

**  Now,  let  me  give  a  brief  history  of  this  matter.  There 
was  a  gentleman,  able,  full  of  talent,  Aill  of  acUvity,  a  par- 
tieuiar  partisan  and  mend — as  he  had  a  right  to  be— of  a 
particuwr  gentleman  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
Freaideney ;  that  gentleman  went  to  the  State  of  Kentucky 
upon  a  p^itical  pilgrimage  last  fall,  the  obiect  of  which 
was.  I  suppose,  to  driveCreneral  Butler  from  his  own  soil — 
lo  dishonor  him  at  home,  by  fucening  upon  him  a  corrupt 
poUtical  intrigue ;  but  meeting  there  we  same  fale  as  betel 
those  who  went  tn  drive  the  McGregor  from  his  native 
heath,  he  came  back  and  bought  up  the  Democratic  Review 
ft>r  a  political  putisan  paper  for  the  campaign,  and  with  no 
ttames  at  the  mast-head,  that  Review  is  now  pursuing  a 
eoorse  as  fluai  to  the  Benocratic  party,  as  it  is  false  and 
anfair. 

"Mr.  Chairman,  every  man,  whether  he  be  a  Whig  or  a 
Democrat,  has  a  right  to  be  a  candidate  (br  every  office — 
that  being  one  of  the  elements  of  freedom  in  this  country — 
and  no  man  ought  to  be  blamed  fbr  the  misconduct  of  his 
friends,  unless  he  connives  at  it.  The  individuals  assailed 
in  this  paper,  either  covertly  or  by  name,  are  Cass,  Bo- 
CHANAM,  BtJTLBa,  HonsTOif — in  fact,  all  the  candidates, 
except  the  distinguished  Senator  fh)m  Illinois,  [Mr.  Dou^ 
LAS  J  who  seems  to  be  a  particular  fiivorite." 

Now,  I  wish  to  ask  the  eenUeman  flrom  Ken- 
tucky if  he  intends  that  it  shalrbe  inferred  from 
his  remarks,  that  this  pilgrimage  was  had  by  the 
advice,  procurement,  or  consent  of  Judge  Doug- 
las? 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  proposes  to 
ask  me  a  series  of  questions  in  the  course  of  his 
speech.  If  he  dpes,  I  desire  to  say  now  that  the 
gentleman  may  go  on  with  his  speech,  draw  what- 
ever inferences  he  chooses  from  my  remarks  as 
here  reported,  and, as  the  matter  will  assume  some- 
what the  form  of  a  personal  explanation,  I  will 
afterwards  ask,  what  I  believe  is  the  ordinary 
courtesy  of  the  House,  the  favor  of  making  an  ex- 
planation in  reply.  I  will  say,  however,  in  direct 
reply  to  this  tmestion,  that  I  aid  not  intend  to  inti- 
naate  that  Judge  Douglas  was  cognizant  of  that 


movement  or  stimulated  it.  I  spoke  of  it  as  a  fact — 
a  foct  proceeding  fVom  a  particular  friend,  and  par- 
ticular partisan  of  that  aistinguished  Senator.  1 
spoke  of  it  in  connection  wiui  other  facts  subse- 
quently occurring;  indeed,  I  would  have  to  read  my 
whole  speech ,  and  comment  on  every  portion  of  it, 
in  order  to  explain  the  connection.  I  gave  the  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity,  as  he  had  requested  me  to 
do,  to  relieve  Judge  Douglas.  I  told  the  gentle- 
man, and  others  who  came  to  converse  with  me 
on  this  subject,  that  I  intended  in  my  speech  to  no- 
tice the  course  of  the  Democratic  Review,  because 
I  thought  that  there  was  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween the  ordinary  partisan  papers  of  the  day,  and 
a  periodical  of  that  kind  professing  to  discuss  only 
general  principles,  as  it  had  done  previously. 
The  gentleman  requested  me.  when  I  came  to  that 
part  of  my  remarks,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity 
to  make  an  eicplanation  that  would  entirely  dis- 
connect Judge  DouoLAtf'from  the  Review  in  every 
respect.  Itold  him  I  would  do  so, and  the  reason 
I  mentioned  Judge  Douglas  at  all  was  this:  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  was  sitting  beside  me,  and 
when  I  got  to  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  which 
he  has  read,  J  turned  to  him  in  oraer  that  he 
might  make  the  disclaimer,  according  to  the  un- 
derstanding between  us;  he  remarked,  soUo  voeet 
^*you  have  said  nothing  yet  which  would  authorize 
me  to  rise, '^  and  I  then  mentioned  Judge  Douglas 
as  the  gentleman  who  seemed  to  be  the  particular 
favorite  of  the  conductors  of  the  Review. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  do  not  propose  to 
catechise  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  have 
stated  that  my  object  is  to  vindicate,  not  to  assail; 
and  1  intend  to  carry  it  out.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  the  gentlsman  from  Kentucky  acquits  Judge 
Douglas  of  allparticipation  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE,  (interrupting.)  I  have 
stated  distinctly  that  I  made  no  chaise,  either  that 
Judge  Douglas  was  cognizant  of,  or  stimulated 
the  political  pilgrimage  to  Kentucky,  to  which  I 
referred.    That  was  what  I  stated. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman's acouittal  of  Judge  Douglas  to  be  only  in 
relation  to  tnatpilgnmage. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  make  no  changes 
and  no  acquittals.  I  make  a  statement  of  facts, 
that  are  facts;  and  I  afforded  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  an  opportuity  to  ex- 
plain. He  arose  and  explained.  There  is  my 
speech;  there  is  his  expmnation.  He  deems  it 
unsatisfactory  and  rises  now  to  explain  still  fur- 
ther. I  make  no  charges,  I  acquit  nobody,  I 
charge  nobody.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  There  is  no  desire  upon 
my  part  to  bring  about  any  controversy  between 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  myself.  I 
have  stated  distinctly  what  my  object  was,  and  I 
will  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  the 
utmost  candor,  and  utmost  frankness,  that  it  is 
not  at  all  times  the  most  advantageous  way  to  say 
I  directly  charge  a  thing.  Now.  I  would  rather 
they  would  say  I  charge  you  with  such  and  such 
things,  than  to  say  bj  inuendo,  by  insinuation, 
what  they  are  not  wiUing  to  say  directly.  Now, 
sir,  I  want  to  say  in  reply  to  tnis  matter— ^and  I 
say  it  here  by  authority — that  so  far  as  this  pil- 
grimage is  concerned,  of  which  the  gentleman 
speaks.  Judge  Douglas  knew  nothing  about  it« 
assented  to  it  in  no  way,  nor  did  he  connive  at  it 
in  any  Way.  The  gentleman  says  he  acquits  of 
nothing,  because  he  charges  nothing.  The  ex- 
tract vniich  I  have  read  does  subject  Judge  Doug- 
las to  the  imputation  of  aiding  and  procuring  this 
pilgrimage  to  be  made,  and  the  purchase  c^  the 
Review.  This  is  a  charge.  Whan  an  opportunity 
is  afforded  the  gentleman  to  relieve  Jud^e  Doug- 
las from  those  charges,  if  they  were  not  intended 
to  be  made  by  him,  his  disavowal  of  them  would 
have  been  sufficient,  It  waa  all  I  asked,  'all  I 
wanted,  all  I  desired. 

Sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  a  gentleman,  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  cannot  return  to  visit  the  land 
of  his  nativity — the  scenes  of  his  childhood — to 
visit  his  father,  without  subjecting  the  man  he 
nuiy  prefer  for  President  to  the  charge  of  sending 
him  upon  a  political  mission.  I  submit  it  to  all 
fair  and  candid  men,  is  it  fair  to  put  such  a  con- 
struction upon  such  an  act?  I  am  in  the  habit, 
sometimes,  of  going  to  Kentucky,  the  State  that 
contains  many  objects  near  and  dear  to  me.  My 
mother  resides  there,  and  I  go  to  see  her.  I  am  a 
friend  of  Judge  DovoLAtt  and  when  I  hare  been 


there  I  have  talked  about  him;  but  I  have  talked 
more  abput  Democracy  than  I  have  about  men; 
and  I  regret  to  sar  that  many  of  my  friends  and 
relatives  there  need  a  ^reat  deal  of  talking  io,-for 
thev  are  not  exactly  right  upon  ail  these  n\atters, 
and  I  should  dislike  to  ^o  to  Kentucky  if  all  my 
friends  are  to  be  re&ponstble  for  any  indiscretion  I 
may  commit  when  I  am  there. 

The  eentleman  says,  that  after  Sanders  visited 
Kentucky,  he  returned  to  New  York  and  pur- 
chased -the  Democratic  Review,  to  carry  out  Uie 
objects  he  had  failed  to  accomplish  in  this  pilgrim- 
age to  Kentucky.  I  will  repSeat  what  1  said  the 
other  day:  ^ 

**I  wish  to  say,  in  connection  with  the  remarks 
'  which  have  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
'  Kentucky,  that,  so  far  as  Judge  Douglas  is  con- 
'  cerned,  he  has  no  interest  in,  and  no  control  over, 

*  the  Democratic  Review.  He  is  not  responsible 
'  for  anything  that  has  appeared  in  its  columns,  or 

*  that  may  appear,  unless  it  be  over  his  own  sig- 

*  nature. 

^  I  know  that  Judge  Douglas  deprecates  the 
'assaults  that  are  made  by  Democratic  papers* 
'  upon  Democratic  men.    His  object,  his  desire, 

*  his  wish,  is,  that  we  may  have  harmony,  peace, 

*  and  good-will  among  the  entire  party.     He  be- 

*  lieves,  as  I  do,  that  the  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 

*  tions  depends  upon  the  success  of  the  Domocratic 

*  party.  ^  By  division,  we  cannot  promote  that 
'success'." 

And  I  will  add,  that  Judge  Douglas  had  no 
knowledge  or  intimation  that  the  Review  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Sanders,  until  he  saw  it  stated  in 
the  New  York  papers,  and  never  knew  or  sus- 
pected that  Mr.  Sanders  intended  to  purchase  it 
until  he  saw  the  notice  of  thepurchase. 

I  must  be  permitted,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter,  to  say,  that  no  man  regretted 
the  appearance  of  the  article  in  the  January  num- 
ber, entitled  **  *52  and  the  Presidency,"  more  than 
I  did.  Yet,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  any  power  in 
this  country,  that  can  control  the  press.  I  know 
of  no  power  competent  to  do  it.  wherever  upon 
earth  the  liberty  of  the  press  has  been  overthrown, 
the  liberty  of  its  citizens  has  gone  with  it.  An 
Executive  decree  in  France  muzzles  the  press,  and 
there  it  could  not  be  done  till  every  vestige  of  lib- 
erty had  been  placed  beneath  the  feet  of  Louis 
Napoleon.  Does  any  man  in  this  country  want  a 
censorship  over  the  freedom  of  the  press?  Its  ex- 
cesses can  only  be  restrained  by  an  enlightened 
public  opinion.  They  should  be  condemned.  I 
am  not  here  to  apologize  for  the  Democratic  Re 
view,  or  for  its  indiscretion.  I  am  here  to  condemn 
them— -do  condemn  them;  but  I  know  of  no  power 
to  establish  a  censorship  over  the  press  by  which 
you  can  control  it.  Grod  forbid  that  the  day  shall 
*ever  come  upon  this  country  when  the  press  is  to 
be  trampled  under  foot,  or  its  liberty  restrained. 
When  it  does  come,  that  proud  emblem  of  your 
liberties  will  plume  her  wing  and  take  her  flight 
forever. 

When  I  have  made  the  statement,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  Judge  Douglas  had  no  interest  in  or 
control  over  the  Democratic  Review,  I  have  said 
all  that  can  be  required  by  any  just  man — ^by  any- 
body— to  acquit  him  of  all  responsibility  for  any- 
thing that  "may  have  appeared,  or  may  appear  m 
its  columns.  It  is  most  remarkable,  most  wonder- 
ful that  such  sensitiveness  should  be  exhibited 
upon  this  point.  Why,  has  it  never  occurred  to 
the  gentleman,  that  there  is  a  paper  in  this  city, 
an  organ  of  our  party,  looked  to  as  such,  which 
has  attacked  Judge  Douglas,  though  not  by  name  ? 
No  friend  of  his  has  made  defense  here  or  else- 
where, or  complained  that  it  was  done;  and  no 
man  would  for  a  moment  hold  the  gentleman  that 
is  favored  by  Uiat  paper  responsible  for  the  attack. 
Presses  all  over  the  country  attack  every  candidate 
but  their  own  favorite — attack  them  personally;  it 
is  all  right  and  proper,  but  whenever  a  public  press, 
friendly  to  Judffe  Douglas,  commits  an  error  or 
a  fault,  they  seek  to  fix  it  upon  him,  they  hold  him 
responsible  for  it,  and  let  all  the  balance  go  scot^ 
free.  I  submit  if  you  are  dealing  fairly,  if  you 
are  dealing  manly  by  your  own  political  friends  ? 
Is  it  the  manner  in  which  you  and  I  would  act 
towards  one  another? 

But  I  will  proceed  in  the  line  that  I  laid  down  for 
these  remarks.  After  the  appearance  of  the  January 
number  of  the  Democratic  Review  containine  th% 
article  entitled  •*  *52  and  the  Presidency,"  Judge 
Douglas  called  upon  a  number  of  gentlemen,  sup* 


712 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  10, 


posed  to  have  influence  with  the  ^itor  of  the 
Review,  to  gel  them  to  use  their  exertions  to  oer- 
suade  him  to  desist  in  his  course,  which  was  caJcu- 
lated  to  injure  the  Democratic  party.  Among 
others,  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  BaccKiNiiiDOE,]  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
and  if  I  am,  1  hope  the  gentleman  will  correct 

me 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE,  (interposing.)  I  had 
a  conversation  with  Judge  Douglas,  which  I  will 
speak  of  when  the  gentleman  shall  have  done,  if 
he  desires  it. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  (continuing.)  At  all 
events,  he  called  upon  others,  and  thus  did  more 
than  he  was  required  to  do.  He  did  not  stop  here. 
He  did  not  want  quarrels  among  his  friends.  He 
sought  to  avoid  them.  I  have  said  Judge  Douglas 
knew  nothing  of  what  the  January  number  con- 
tained uniil  he  saw  it  in  print.  Before  the  issu- 
ing of  the  February  number,  he  did  learn,  from  a 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Peck,)  thatit  would 
contain  an  attack  upon  General  Butler.  Uf>on 
learning  that  fact,  he  immediately  telegraphed  to 
'  the  editor  to  suppress  it.  The  editor  of  the  Re- 
view writes  back  the  following  letter,  whicli  I  will 

read: 

AaroR  Hoo«B,  N«w  York,  Ftbruary  30.  ISKJ. 

Hon.  8.  A.  DoooLAt— Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inrorni  you 
that  vour  telegraph  caoic  too  late  to  fiave  your  friend,  Gen- 
eral Butlen  and  caador  compels  me  to  say,  that  had  ft  come 
in  time,  it  would  not  have  chaneed  a  word  of  the  article. 
We  know  the  man;  and  the  Review  would  be  treacfaeroos 
in  it<  duties  to  the  party  if  it  fkiled  to  expose  his  delioquen- 
eiet. 

The  fngie  atmosphere  of  WaslringtoQ  makes  cowards  of 
you  all,  and  the  sooner  >'ou  undrratand  that  you  cannot 
direct  the  columns  of  the  Review,  the  better. 

GEO.  N.  SANDERd. 

The  editor  announces  his  purpose  to  conduct 
the  Review  in  his  own  way.  He  has  that  right 
if  he  will  exercise  it,  and  I  do  nut  know  how  you 
will  control  it.  My  purpose  is  not  to  enter  into 
his  defense;  he  is  fully  competent  for  that  task 
himself.  My  object  is  to  repel  the  implication  of 
Judge  Douglas's  connection  with  the  Review, 
which,  without  being  directly  charged,  is  covertly 
voufi^ht  to  be  fixed  upon  him. 

The  facts  which  1  nave  stated  were  known  to  the 
geiileman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Brickimridoe] 
before  he  made  his  speech.  This  should  have  been 
sufficient,  of  itself,  to  nave  protected  Judge  Douglas 
from  the  unjust  implication  to  which  the  gentle- 
man's remarks  most  clearly  rendered  him  obnox- 
ious. I  take  it  to  be  a  fact,  too  well  established  to  be 
doubted,  that  Jud^e  Douglas  had  no  control  over 
the  paper  in  question,  or  influence  with  its  editor. 
This  fact  betne  established,  the  whole  matter  is 
concluded;  ana  what,  1  might  ask,  further  can  be 
said  in  defense  of  these  assaults.  This  fact  thus 
clearly  established,  is  sought  to  be  overthrown  by, 
an  inference.  It  is  said  Judge  Douglas  recom- 
mended the  Review,  and  therefore  he  indorses 
and  approves  all  that  it  contained.  I  might  ask 
if  this  IS  true.  That  Judse  Douglas,  in  common 
with  many  merobcrn  of  the  Senate  and  House — 
including,  as  it  is  believed,  the  friends  of  every 
Democratic  aspirant  for  the  Presidency — did  sign 
a  recommendation,  as  has  been  the  custom  fbr 
years  past,  is  not  denied.  In  order  that  this  matter 
may  be  fully  understood,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 

gublish  that  recommendation,  with  the  names  of 
enatorsand  Renresentatives  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  signea ,  that  we  may  see  the  terms  of  the 
recommendation  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
attached.  Wheo  we  get  that  paper  with  the 
signers,  I  will  submit  tne  question  to  them,  and 
each  of  them,  how  far  they  shouM  be  held  respon- 
sible for  each  and  every  article  that  has  appeared 
in  the  Review. 

One  word  in  relation  to  myself.  When  asked 
the  other  day  byihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
whether  Judge  Douglas  signed  the  recommenda- 
tion for  the  Review  before  or  after  the  issuing  of 
the  January  No.  nf  that  paper,  I  said  it  was  be- 
fore. That  statement  was  based  upon  this  fact: 
Judge  Douglas  had  forgotten  the  time  when  he 
did  so  sign,  but  recollected  that  at  the  same  time 
he  sijBrned  the  recommendation  he  paid  his  sub- 
scription, and  took  a  receipt  therefor.  That  re- 
ceipt bears  date  January  6tn,  and  that  was  before 
the  January  issue  of  that  paper.  Now,  I  want  to 
talk  perfectly  free  and  frank  upon  this  subject. 
That  date  may  be  erroneous,  it  may  be  wrong;  if 
tliat  date  given  by  the  agent  is  correct,  the  state- 
ment then  made  is  correct — if  a  Msrong  date,  the 
fault  is  with  the  agent;  and  now  to  free  this  matter 


of  all  doubt,  while  I  cannot  say  whether  the  date 
is  the  true  one  or  not,  gentlemen  are  at  perfect  lib- 
erty to  assume,  if  they  wish,  that  it  wasa(ter,and 
they  can  make  the  most  of  it.  For  by  assuming 
that  it  was  after,  it  places  the  friends  of  other  can- 
didates in  the  sifime  category  witli  Judge  Douglas. 
I  am  not  here  to  quibble  about  a  date,  when  the 
only  object  is  to  establish  an  inference,  to  over- 
throw an  ascertained  fact, 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  One  woitl  before 
the  gentleman  goes  on.  I  do  not  know  what  may 
be  the  custom  of  the  House,  as  I  am  a  new  mem- 
ber; but  there  have  been  a  number  of  direct  per- 
sonal allusions  made  by  the  gentleman  to  myself, 
which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should 
answer.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
gentleman.  I  do  not  want  to  deal  uniustly,  and  I 
want  to  have  an  understanding  now  that  1  may  be 
allowed  to  make  an  explanation  when  he  has  done. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed  !*»  ••  Agreed !"] 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  do  not  know  what 
allusions  I  have  made  to  the  gentleman.  I  have 
merely  stated  facts.  The  gentleman  is  perfectly  at 
liberty,  when  I  do  him  injustice,  to  reply,  and  set 
me  right.  I  would  not  intentionally  do  him  wrong 
for  the  world.     I  now  make  that  disclaimer. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  A  gentleman  has 
notified  me  that  when  the  gentleman  gets  throogli 
with  his  remarks,  he  will  object,  I  having  spoken 
once  upon  this  subject 

A  Mkmber.  Amendments  have  been  oflVred 
since,  and  he  canH  object,  if  you  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  R.  But  I  mustpass  from  that  subject.  I  am 
not  getting  along  as  fast  as  I  thoujg:ht  I  would.  I 
had  no  idea  that  I  would  be  drawn  into  the  remarks 
I  have.  This  is  a  most  unwelcome  task  to  me.  I 
have  concluded  my  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky;  but  before  I  pass  from  this  subject  I 
would  like  to  say  that  I  want  no  strife  ia  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  I  have  not  brought  this  subject 
here.  It  has  been  forced  upon  the  House  against 
my  will — azainst  my  consent.  Being  here,  we 
invite  the  fullest  discussion — the  ftillest  assaults,  if 
they  havedny  to  make,  upon  Judge  Douglas;  but, 
if  any,  make  them  directly.  The  remembrance 
of  defeats  ought  to  make  us  concede  everything 
for  measures  and  demand  nothing  for  men.  1  am 
here  in  that  spirit  to-day.  I  ever  have  been  here 
in  that  spirit.  There  are  soine  other  things,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  moke 
reference. 

There  is  one  subject  upon  which  I  have  not 
spoken,  upon  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  touch. 
I  know  that  it  is  said — not  here,  but  elsewhere — 
that  Judge  Douglas  is  the  steam  candidate  for  the 
Presidency;  but  that  whole  question  is  brought  in 
a  shape  that  we  (9mnot  get  hold  of  it.  I  M^ant  to 
meet  it  at  once.  I  give  it  the  flat  denial.  There 
is  not  one  man  ownmg  an  interest  in  any  of  the 
ocean  steam  lines,  so  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to 
ascertain,  favorable  to  Judge  Douglas  as  his  first 
choice.  There  are  three  steam  hnes.  Aspinwall 
dt  Co.  are  all  Whigs,  and  not  for  Douglas,  but 
for  the  Whig  candidate.  Of  the  firm  of  Law, 
Crowell  A  Roberts — owners  of  the  line  from  New 
York  to  Chogres — the  first  two  are  understood  to 
be  for  General  Cass,  and  the  Tatter  (Mr.  Roberts) 
for  the  Whig  candidate.  Mr.  Collins— owner  of 
the  line  from  New  York  to  Liverpool — is  under- 
stood to  be  for  G^eneral  Cass  orGovernor  Marct. 
Not  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  various  lines  is 
fbr  Judge  Douglas,  so  far  as  I  know  or  have  been 
able  to  ascertain.  If  there  is,  will  any  gentleman 
name  him.'  Is  there  any  gentleman  here  who 
would  do  it  ?  I  do  not  say  that  these  gentlemen  are 
hostile,  but  that  they  prefer  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  OLDS.  Perhaps  it  was  meant  that  Doug- 
las will  go  by  steam  when  he  is  nominated. 
[Laugh  terj 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  have  no  doubt  about 
it.  The  Whigs  will  see  sights  when  he  is  nomi- 
nated. There  is  an  element  of  popularity  about 
him  from  the  fact  that,  by  his  own  unaided  exer- 
tion, he  has  come  up  from  povelrty  to  eminence, 
till  he  occupies,  at  forty  years  of  age,  as  proud  a 
position  as  any  man  in  America. 

There  is  another  charge.  Now,  I  hear  it  said 
here  sometimes  that  Douglas  has  sold  out  and 
transferred  his  interest  to  this  man,  that  man,  and 
the  other  man.  To  each  and  every  statement  of 
this  kind,  separately  and  distinctly,  I  give  a  flat 
denial.  Judge  Douglas  is  a  candidate,  and  he 
has  a  right  to  be. 
'  It  is  said  that  he  has  stirred  up  strift  in  diflRer- 


ent  States.  |  am  here  to  repel  any  such  chat^e. 
I  make  the  declaration  without  any  otuJificatioD, 
that  in  no  instance  has  he  sanctionea  oppositioD 
to  any  Democratic  candidate  in  his  own  State.  1 
make  the  broad  declaration,  that  he  has  sought  to 
avoid  those  things  which  would  l«id  to  a  contest, 
and  having  done  sohe  is  not  liable  to  these  charns 
that  have  been  preferred.  What  is  there  that  hit 
drawn  upon  him  all  this  assault? 

I  will  not  Eo  into  these  controversiee.  I  ban 
nothing  to  cTo  with  them  between  this  and  that 
man  and  the  other  man.  I  am  here  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  porform  it 
without  making  any  assaults.  I  make  assMht 
upon  none.  Judge  Douglas  has  made  assaohi 
upon  none,  and  he  has  retired  from  the  coDtot 
wherever  a  candidate  has  been  presented  in  a  Stale. 
He  has  made  no  fight  with  anybody,  and  has  d^ 
sired  his  friends  should  make  none.  Of  one  thiol 
I  can  speak,  and  that  with  pride:  Whatever  divis- 
ion there  may  be  among  the  dififerent  States  upoo 
local  candidates,  in  Illinois  there  is  but  one  seoti* 
raent,  one  view,  and  one  wish  among  the  Dmoc- 
racy.  Illinois  can  give  for  Judge  Douglas  sud 
a  majority  as  no  State  in  this  Union  has  erer^iTCD 
before.  But  wherever  the  nomination  may  fall 
you  may  look  to  that  Democracy,  you  may  ex* 

Kect  to  nnd  them  as  firm,  steadfast,  and  rdiabie  ai 
er  own  regiments  have  been  upon  the  field  of 
battle  wl^en  fighting  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
She  will  give  a  vote  to  your  candidate,  be  be  wm  1 
he  may;  and  her  Democracy  will  presentan  undi- 
vided front  when  the  trial  comes. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WASHBURN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  wiU  ask  the  f^\kr 
man  to  yield  me  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  of  hit 
time,  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  will  yield  the  flotg.  if  it 
is  understood  that  it  is  not  to  come  out  of  my 
time. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  will  say  to  ay 
friend  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wasuburv,]  that  I  may 
not  occupy  more  than  fifteen  minutes.  I  have 
never  aske^  a  favor  of  the  House.  I  am  not  used 
to  its  customs.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  a 
personal  explanation ,  sprinj»ing  ott  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richard- 
son,] and  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  me  this  ex- 
planation, and  that  it  shall  not  xome  out  of  the 
time  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wm- 

BURN.] 

[Cries  of  "Agreed!"  ••Agreed!"  "That's 
right!"] 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  will  vield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of 
a  personal  explanation,  understanding  he  will  not 
occupy  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  retdiniiig  my 
right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Conscious  of  the  ps- 
rity  of  my  own  motives,  and  of  my  own  course, 
I  have  heard  with  surprise,  but  with  componire, 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  lUinois,  [Mr. 
Richardson.]  I  made  a  speech  in  this  Honse 
some  days  ago,  in  which,  aAer  a  discussioii  in- 
volving general  politics,  in  answer  to  the  |;t»tli- 
man  from  Florida,  [M  r.  Cabbll,]  l  turned  to  police 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  Demo- 
cratic Review,  in  reference,  not  to  one  oiilv,  wil 
all  tlie  Democratic  candidates  for  Ihe  PresiaCMyi 
except  one.  I  noticed  that  Review*  because  it  was 
not  an  ordinary  partisan  sheet.  Any  newroaper 
through  the  country  might  have  uttered  what  it 
pieas^,  and  1  should  have  paid  noauention  to  it 
It  was  because  this  Review  occupied  a  peculiar 
position  of  dignity  and  importance  in  the  party, 
and  had  been  [wrchased  and  diverted  from  iv 
original  purpose,  and  turned  into  a  campaiC" 
paper,  striking  right  and  left  at  all  the  best  naiws 
of  the  Democratic  party,  that  I  introduced  tiuj 
maUer  upon  the  floor  of  the  House.  I  inuwluoed 
it  not  to  make  an  assault  upop  anybody,  as  iha 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  RiciuaBSpjr]  sup- 

Coses  and  chai^ges.^  I  introduced  it-— it  roighihaw 
eenpresumption  in  me — ^for  the  purpose  of  gtyitlj 
the  Democratic  party  warning  of  the  diamioM 
springing  up  in  their  midst.  I  noticed  ^^l?^^ 
purpose  of  repelling  the  assault  made  by  this  Re- 
view upon  the  well  known  principles  of  the  partyi 
and  upuon  the  tried  and  reliable  men  of  the  party. 
I  have  since  heard  many  gentlemen  express  tntff 
opinions  in  reference  to  the  tone  of  this  •P*J^» 
and  I  believe  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  roe«o«« 
upon  this  floor  do  not  consider  that  itcontauii 
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anything  to  which  any  Democrat  ought  to  ob- 
ject. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
considers  it,  and  ptrsints  in  considering  it^  a  dlf^t 
attack-  upon  Judge  DotJOLAi.  He  came  to  me 
before  I  rbse  to  speak,  perhaps  the  day  before, 
and  asked  if  I  intended  to  notice  the  course  of  the 
Review  ?  I  said  I  did.  He  requested  to  h^e  an 
opportunity  of  relieving  Judge  Douglas  from  olU 
connection  with  it,  which  I  promised  to  afibrd  him, 
and  did  afford  him.  I  mentioned  the  name  of 
Judge  DouqLAs,  in  order  to  give  him  the  oppor«- 
tunity.  The  gentleman  implores  harmony  in  the 
party;  but  the  way  to  produce  harmony,  is  to 
stop  at  the  beginning  these  fatal  attacks,  and  this 
diversion  of  important  and  influential  periodicals 
of  the  party  from  their  proper  purposes. 

The  gentleman  makes  his  point  upon  a  state- 
ment in  my  speech,  that  a  gentleman — a  country- 
man and  a  fnend  of  mine — having  gone  to  Ken- 
tucky lest  summer,  attempted  to  stir  up  strife 
there,  and  break  down  General  Butler  at  home; 
but  havinj^  failed,  came  back  and  purchased  the 
Democratic  Review^  That  is  true;  that  is  a  fact 
which  I  stated.  The  Review  was  used  fbr  pur- 
poses which  led  to  unpleasant  feelings  and  coniec- 
lufcs,  and  it  was  proper  that  the  matter  should  be 
explained.  My  apology  for  that  statement — and 
it  will  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  gentleman's 
charge  of  assault — is  to  be  found  simply  in  one  or 
two  extracts,  which  I  will  read  from  the  January 
number  of  the  Democratic  Review.  My  remarks 
on  '*  Progress,"  in  the. speech  I  made  the  other 
day,  were  entirely  incidental}  and  intended  as  an 
answer  to  that  sort  of  progress  which  that  num- 
ber of  the  Review  inculcated. 

These  extracts  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the 

character  of  the  progress  that  is  wanted.  It  is  from 

an  article  headed,  **  ]8^  and  the  Presidency:*' 

•**  In  sveiy  land  orEarope.  fh>ni  th«  Atlsntlo  ihore  to  the 
Turkish  confine*,  the  ITnited  States  have  a  more  numerous, 
more  chivalrous,  and  more  powerful  army,  than  the  mon- 
archic and  absolutist  tyrants  of  the  people — it  U  the  people 
—ft  is  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  suflfbrlng  nu- 
ontti^,  u>  whose  idead  the  United  States  is  a  heaven 
beyond  the  aettinff  sun,  who  dream  in  gladsome  ecstasy  of 
the  day  tvhen  our  flag  shall  be  unfurled,  or  even  our  nod, 
earth -shaking  aa  the  nod  of  Jove,  shall  be  given  (br  tlie  liber- 
ation of  nations.^' 

*  ******* 

"  But  we  have  reached  times  when  Q,uaker  policy  will 
not  do  for  ttie  Republic.  The  time  hai  come  for  strong, 
sturdy,  clear-beaded,  and  honest  men  to  act ;  and  the  Repub- 
lic must  have  them,rihoa)d  it  be  compHled,  as  the  Colonies 
were  in  1776,  to  drag  the  hero  of  the  time  oat  of  a  hole  in  a 
wild  forest,  whetlier  in  Virginia  or  the  illimitable  West." 
»  "  ♦  *  "  \^cmu^ttrnnsf«•rthe  fieldofwartoihe 
soil  of  Europe,  and  change  the  lssue,fmm  a  contest  whether 
monarchs  tliall  beard  us  here,  to  a  contest  whether  they 
and  their  impious  practices  shall  fbr  an  hour  tonger  be  tol- 
erated rticre." 

My  time  will  not  allow  me  to  quote  furdier  on 
this  point.  The  rest  ifa  in  the  same  tone.  1  wish 
alt  it  proposes  would  immediately  come  to  pass; 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  involve  my  country  in  war 
to  bring  it  about. 

Hut,  sir,  to  carry  out  this  new  dispensation,  it 
was  necessary  to  remove  n\\  who  might  be  sup- 
posed to  stand  in  the  way;  and  accordingly  the 
article  proceeds: 

**  Bnt  such  a  result  can  only  be  expected  from  a  Demo- 
emtic  Administration,  and  one  more  progressive  than  we 
have  hitherto  been  content  with.  To  wield  such  a  power 
wiih  liuch  enormous  results,  the  (fresidential  chair  must  be 
ftlted  by  a  man  not  of  the  last  generation,  but  of  this,  of  the 

rcry  time  in  which  we  Jive." 

******* 

**  The  statesmen  of  a  previous  generaUon,  with  their 
permnal  anllpaihies,  and  their  personal  claims,  with  per- 
Bosal  greatness  or  i^rsonal  inefficiency,  mutt  getout  of  the 
way.^*  ♦  *  *  (*  Age  is  to  be  honored,  but  senility 
is  pitiable,  e^yociaTly  when  it  leads  its  possessor  to  practice} 
at  voriance  with  his  former  life— especially  when  it  leads  a 
Dvmocmt  of  formerly  commendable  repute  to  expect  the 
flrlertd^hlp  of  the  South,  and  at  the  same  time  hope  to  con- 
ceal hts  delinquencies  with  the  Van  Burenitcs.  And  if  there 
be  some  oihers^of  the  gentlemen  of  the  past  age  who  can 
»bow  clean  bandit  on  this  subject,  they  will  be  found  to  be 
m^f*  incapable  of  grasping  the  difficulties  of  the  present 
titne,  of  Oithoming  its  ideas,  or  controlling  its  policy.  At  all 
events  they  have  been  in  office,  and  have  haul  the  control 
of  the  destinies  of  the  country  and  of  the  party.  It  was  in 
tlieir  power  to  do  good.  But  by  lack  of  statesmanship,  lack 
of  temper,  tack  of  discretion,  and,  most  of  all,  by  lack  of 
process,  they  brought  into  our  ranks  discord  and  dissen- 
sion, and  the  party  they  received  united,  strong,  and  far  in 
advance,  they  lel^  a  wreck,  a  mutinous  wreck,  struggling 
in  the  sJough  of  questions  settled  by  the  Federal  compact  of 

the  United  States.*' 

•  *♦••»* 

«  Many  young  statesmen  tiiere  are  in  the  Democratic 
ranks,  eloquent,  judicious,  manly,  personally  unexception- 
able in  every  respect^  and  endowed  with  the  necessary  qoal- 
ificaiioni  we  have  above  indicated,  upon  whom  their  per> 
sonal  friends  and  admirers  might  have  pitched  their  hopes 


ti 


for  the  Presidency.  Wily  wire-pullers  and  local  politicians 
are  endeavoring  to  make  it  appear  that  each  State  of  the 
Union  is  working  with  trelnendous  vigor  fbr  some  imagin- 
ary *  lUvorite  son,'  to  whom,  bv  thus  exciting  State  prfde, 
that  State  may  be  induced-  to  flx  itself,  and  thus  increase 
the  Influence  for  evil  and  the  purcbasatrio  value  of  the  local 
politician  ^foresaid." 

This  disposes  of  all  the  military  characters: 

"  Against  the  Democratic  candidate,  the  Whigs  will  place 
General  Scott,  and  if  military  renown  were  of  any  avail. 
General  Scott  is  certain  of  the  Presidency.  But  we  trust 
the  republics "everjrwhere  have  learned  sufncient  lessons  as 
to  the  selection  of  military  presidents."  *  *  ♦  "Cer- 
tainly, the  Democratic  ranks  can  show  no  equal  to  General 
Scott  in  managing  armies  and  writing  letters,  and  on  that 
account  alone^r  the  cxamplei  of  what  is  obtained  by  an 
avidity  fbr  military  Presidents  were  not  too  strikingly  before 
us,  it  woul^  be  madness  in  the  Democratic  parl^  to  put 
forward  any  candidate  against  whom  the  Jealousy  and  un- 
popularity due  to  a  military  poHUcian  can  lie." 

After  announcing  a  plot  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Seward  (which  1  do  nut  deny)  to  elect  General 
Scott  on  Uie  strength  of  button^  and  plume,  the 
article  proceeds: 

"  To  crush  this  plot  before  its  birth,  the  convention  must 
nominate  the  proper  man,  and  rival  Scott  with  a  tried  civ-* 
ilian,  not  with  a  second  or  third-rate  general,  subject  to  the 
same  weaknesses  as  his  antagonist. 

**  To  recapitulate :  the  Democratic  nominee  fbr  '53  must, 
therefbre,  not  be  trammeled  with  ideas  belonging  to  an  an- 
terior era,  or  a  man  of  merely  local  fame  and  local  affec- 
tions, but  a  statesman  who  can'  bring  young  blood%oung 
Ideas,  and  yonng  hearts  to  the  councils  of  the  Republic. 
Yoor  mere  general,  whether  be  can  write  on  his  card  the 
battle-fields  of  Mexico^  or  more  heroically  boast  of  his 
prowess  in  a  militia  review :  your  mere  lawyer,  trained  in 
the  quiddities  of  the  court,  but  without  a  political  idea  be- 
vbnd  a  local  election ;  yoor  mere  wire-puller  mad  *  Judicious 
bottle-holder,'  who  claims  preeminence  now,  on  the  sole 
ground  that  he  once  played  second  fiddle  to  better  men,  and 
who  cozens  himself  In  his  comer  with  the  idea  that  he  can 
split  votes  with  the  Abolidon  and  sectional  lotions  he  has 
intrigued  with  ;  andf  oAove  all,  your  btaien  korttf  tthetker 
ht  ran  for  o  previotu  preHdeniuU  cvtp  tufint  or  second,  or 
nowhere  at  all  on  the  ticket — none  of  these  will  do.  The 
Democratic  party  expects  from  the  Baltimore  Convention  a 
new  man.  a  statesman  of  sound  Democratic  pluck,  and 
world-wide  ideas  to  use  it  on;**  *  *  •  **  a  bold  man, 
who  can  stand  the  brunt  of  foreisn  war,  and  maintain,  by 
the  vigor  and  reach  of  his  councils,  the  honor  of  our  flag, 
whether  on  the  land  or  the  sea;  and  yet,  a  man  astute  ana 
wise  as  Cato.  who  can,  by  the  use  of  foreign  materiel,  save 
our  shores  f^oia  attack,  and  crush  the  despots  of  the  world 
in  their  very  dens."  *  •  •  <<  Let  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention give  to  this,  the  young  generaUon  of  America,  a 
candidate,  and  we  are  content.'*  " 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  sample  of  the  January  num- 
ber of  the  Democratic  Review.  1  did  not  believe 
in  the  principles  of  progress  there  advocated.  At 
least,  I  did  not  believe  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, under  our  theory  of  a  limited  constitutional 
compact,  for  certain  purposes*  was  authorized  to 
carry  out  that  system  of  progress;  and  in  the  next 
place,  i  thought  the  article  fatal  to  the  harmony  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  unjust  to  many  of  the 
ablest  men  in  our  ranks.  Indeed,  that  seems  to 
be -conceded  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
RiCHARO80N,1  ^nd  I  have  not  heard  any  Democrat 
express  n  diiferent  opinion. 

In  the  course  of  my  speech,  I  asked  the  gentle- 
man  from  Illinois,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  charge,  but  to  enable  him,  as  he  had  requested 
me  to  do,  to  relieve  Judge  Douqlab,  he  being  well 
understood  to  be  the  ikvorite  of  the  conductors  of 
the  Review,  and  it  having  been  purchased  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  his  prospects  for  the  Presi- 
dency— I  asked  him  this  question,  (referring  to  a 
recommendation  of  the  Review,  which  had  been 
given  by  certain  members  of  Congress:)  **I  ask 

*  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  if  he  is  able  to  state 
'  wliether  it  was  signed  by  Judge  Douglas  before 

*  or  after  the  leading  article  of  the  January  number 
'  was  printed  and  circulated  ?"  The  leadmg  article 
in  the  January  number  was  prints  and  circulated 
about  the  1st  of  January — a  day  or  two  before  or 
after.  A  copv  was  sent  to  me,  to  Mr.  Robinson, 
a  member  of  this  House  from  Indiana,  and  to  other 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.   It  was  printed  separately. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  About  that,  I  know 
nothing. 

Mr.  BRECKJNRIDaC.  I  did  not  say  the 
gentleman  knew  anything  aboiit  it. 

Mr.  RlCHARDbON.  If  the  geijUeman  will 
permit  me 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  The  gentleman  will 
please  allow  me  to  ^o  on.  I  have  made  no  charge 
against  him,  and  it  does  not  affect  him  at  aU. 
About  the  third  week  in  January,  the  whole  Re- 
view for  that  month  appeared.  About  the  6th  of 
February — a  day  or  two  before,  or  a  day  or  two 
ailer — an  agent  tor  the  Democratic  Review  b^  the 
name  of  Foster*  came  to  this  city  from  the  city  of 
New  York.    He  had  with  him  samples  of  the 


Review,  and  a  paper  to  which  he  obtained  the 
signatures  of  some  members  of  this  Houssi  and 
some  members  of  the  Senate,  cordially  recom- 
mending  that  Review  (which  the  paper  an- 
noimced  had  changed  hands)  vto^the  Democracy 
of  the  country,  and  particularly  to  the  South,  ad 
it  was  thought  it  would  suit  that  meridian.  The 
agent  start^  for  Richmond,  with  that  paper  and 
with  an  immense  pile  of  that  number  of  the  Review; 
A  gentleman  now  in  this  Capitol  (Mr.  Parker,  of 
the  Library)  met  him  on  board  the  boat,  heard  his 
statement^  saw  the  paper*  and  went  on  to  Rich- 
mond with  him.  After  he  got  to  Richmond*  the 
agent  of  the  Review  met  with  Mr.  Parker  in  the 
office  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  editor  of  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  and  he  showed  the  paper,  with  those 
names  and  tlie  Review,  to  Mr.  Ritchie  and  other 
gentlemen.  I  have  made  this  statement  for  the 
purpose  of  inviting  any  explanation  that  may  be 
offered  hereafter. 

I  asked  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  **  if  he  was 
able  to  state  whether  Judge  Douglas  signed  that 
paper  before  or  afler  the  leading  article  in  the  Jan- 
uary number  was  printed  and  circulated  ?**  The 
gentleman  replied  tnat  **it  was  signed  previous  to 
the  appearance  of  the  January  number,  and  not 
after  it. '  *  As  the  gentleman  rose  on  behalf  of  Jud^e 
Douglas,  and  as  his  particular  friend^  I  took  it 
for  granted  that  he  was  speaking  by  authority* 
and  was  very  happy  to  hear  his  statement.  T^is 
is  a  simple  matter,  and  oiight  to  be  cleared  \\p 
without  difficulty.  There  is  no  use  in  fogving  it 
by  enlarging  on  the  fidelity  of  the  Illinois  Democ- 
racy. I  never  questioned  their  fidelity.  There  is 
no  use  in  fogymg  it  by  saying  that  I  made  as- 
saults. I  have  made  no  assault.  But  if  the  gen- 
tleman considered  his  explanation  unsatisfactory* 
I  will  reduce  the  affair  to  a  single  point  that  oue^ht 
settle  the  whole  n\atter.  I  have  never  seen  that 
paper  of  recommendation.  The  gentleman  asks 
why  we  do  not  produce  and  publish  it?  I  an- 
swer, that  when  last  seen,  it  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  agent  of  the  Review,  and  is  now  prob- 
ably in  the  hands  of  the  conductors,  the  agent, 
or  some  one  connected  with  the  Establishment. 
I  neither  saw  the  paper  nor  read  it,  but  I  have 
been  told  what  it  contained.  There  were  signed 
to  it,  long  after  the  assault  appeared  in  the  Janu- 
ary number,  the  names  of  certain  members  of 
Congress.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  were 
•*  any  candidates  for  the  Presidency  "  among  them 
or  not.  Judge  Douglas  signed  that  paper  and  his 
name,  with  a  separate  line,  cordially  recommend- 
ing the  Review,  is  below  the  other  names  upon 
the  Ust,  which  names  were  signed  in  the  montn  of 
February,  \^hen  the  agent  of  that  Review  wns  in 
this  city  on  his  way  to  Richmond.  Now,  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  if  he  is  prepared  to 
repeat  his  statement,  made  the  other  dccy,  that 
Judge  Douglas  **  signed  that  paper  before  and  not 
after  the  January  number  appeared?"  And  I  ask 
him  if  Judge  Douglas  did  not  sign  it  when  the 
agent  was  here,  and  when  other  members  of  Con- 
gress signed  it? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  will  answer  that  ques- 
tion most  cheerfully,  for  I  have  no  motive  to  con- 
ceal anything.  Judge  Douglas  has  no  means  of 
telling  when  he  signed  that  paper,  except,  as  I 
said,  oy  the  receipt.  The  receipt  was  given  for 
two  years'  subscription,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
put  his  signature  to  the  paper,  and  that  was  on  the 
6th  of  January.  If  the  receipt  is  rightly  dated, 
that  was  the  day  on  which  Judge  Douglas  signed 
the  paper.  While  I  cannot  say  whether  the  date 
is  the  true  one  or  not,  the  gentleman  is  at  IH^erty 
to  assume  it  was  after  the  January  number  was 
issued,  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

Mr.  HART.  When  he  did  sign  it,  he  had  not 
read  that  article.  That  I  Can  state  by  authority. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  think  it  is  probable 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
was  right  when  he  conjectured  in  his  remarks, 
there  might  be  a  mistake  in  the  date  of  that  receipt, 
as  he  says  it  is  dated  the  6th  of  January,  because 
by  substituting  the  6th  of  February  we  strike  the 
exact  time  at  which  the  agent  wasiiere. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  do  not  intend  any 
such  inference  to  be  drawn .  Judge  Douglas  can- 
not fix  the  date  unless  the  receipt  fixes  it.  I  stated 
distinctly,  and  I  repeat  it  now,  that  there  may  be 
no  misunderstanding,  that  if  the  receipt  is  right, 
the  statement  I  made  is  correct;  if  the  receipt  in 
wrong,  it  may  be  otherwise.  But,  be  that  as  it 
may,  one  fact  is  established,  and  that  is  that  Judge 
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Douglas  condemned  and  did  all  he  could  to  prevent 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Review. 

The  gentleman  says  that  the  agent  had  the  paper 
and  that  it  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  editors 
of  the  Democratic  Review.  The  present  editors 
of  ttie  Democratic  Review,  as  I  understand,  repu- 
diate this  agent  altogether.  He  was  the  agent  of 
the  old  concern.  I  have  signed  papers  for  him 
several  years  ago,  and  paid  him  subscriptions. 
But  ibe  present  editors  repudiated  him  altogether, 
and  he  was  not  their  agent  at  all. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  Whether  he  was 
their  agent  or  not,  he  had  in  his  possession  a  great 
many  copies  of  the  January  number  of  the  Re- 
view. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  1  had  supposed  the  geh- 
tleman  had  thepaper. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  1  never  saw  either 
the  man  or  the  paper  in  my  life. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  paper  can  certainly 
be  had,  aud  now  let  us  have  it,  and  let  it  be  pub- 
lished. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  .1  sincerely  hope  the 
paper  may  be  published.  But  1  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  fkct,  that  I  have  not  got  it 
and  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  it,  but  it  ought  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  some  one  connected  with 
the  Democratic  Review,  because,  when  last  seen, 
it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  a^ent  of  the  Review, 
who  had  a  lar^e  number  of  copies  of  the  periodical 
with  him,  and  was  ficting  for  the  promotion  of  its 
interests. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  The  time  I  ^rielded  to  the 
gentleman  has  Apired  and  I  must  elaim  the  floor. 

[Cries  of  *•  Oh  no,  let  bim  go  on!''] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  longer  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky? 

Mr.  WASHBURN.    I  cannot. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  hope  the  g;entle- 
man  from  Maine  will  give  me  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  single  statement  in  reference  to  the  con- 
versation with  Judge  Douglas,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  has  alluded.  I  will  be  very 
brief. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  Well,  I  will  yield  for  a 
few  moments  longer. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  have  now  said  aU 
I  desire  to  say  in  reference  to  the  January  number 
of  the  Democratic  Review,  and  I  hope  have  put 
myself  on  proper  ground .  The  February  num ber 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  IlKnois. 
That  number,  it  will  be  recollected,  contains  a 
sort  of  continuation  of  the  article  in  the  January 
number;  but  in  addition  to  the  general  assault, 
covertly,  upon  thfr  other  candidates,  it  contains  a 
violent  assault  on  General  Butler,  by  name.    The 

fentleman  produces  a  letter,  dated  some  time  in 
'ebruary,  and  said  to  have  been  sent  from  the  city 
of  New  York  by  Mr.  Sanders,  the  conductor  of 
the  Review,  in  answer  to  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
which  he  received  from  Judge  Douglas,  informing 
the  Judge  that  he  could  not  control  the  columns  of 
that  paper,  and  that  the  editor  would  pnblish  what 
he  pleased.  The  gentleman  also  states  that  1  had 
had  a  conversation  with  Judge  Douglas,  and  well 
knew,  before  I  made  my  speech,  that  he  had 
attempted  to  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  article 
in  the  February  number.  If  I  have  the  consent  of 
the  gentleman,  as  he  has  alluded  to  it,  I  will  repeat 
the  substance  of  the  conversation  between  Judge 
Douglas  and  myself.  I  presume,  from  his  having 
referred  to  it,  that  he  wishes  me  to  do  so.  I  win 
first  remark,  that  most  of  my  comments  and  criti- 
cisms were  intended  for  the  January  number  of 
that  Review,  and  my  remarks  were  intended  as  a 
defense  of  all  the  members  of  the  Democratic  par- 
ty who  were  assailed  in  that  article.  I  will  not 
repeat  that  conversation,  because  it  was  a  private 
one;  ^nd  it  is  suggested  to  me  that  I  had  belter  not 
give  it. 

fLoud  cries  of  *«  Give  it!*»  and  "  Oh,  no I'H 
Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  do  not  think  it  ma- 
terial that  I  should  do  so.  The  i^entleman  wishes 
to  know  why  I  made  any  allusion  at  all  to  the 
February  number  of  the  Review,  aAer  I  had  been 
informed  that  Judge  Douglas  had  tried  to  stop  the 
publication  of  that  number. 
*  Mr.  RICHARDSON.  No;  that  is  not  it.  The 
point  thut  I  make,  is  this:  not  that  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  it,  for  I  expected  he  would  allude  to  it, 
but  that  with  this  knowledge  that  Judge  Douglas 
had  no  power  to  control  the  Democratic  Review, 
he  yet  did  not  acquit  him  of  it— «s  Democrats 


ought  to  do,  when  they  are  satisfied  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  ThegenUeman  com- 
plains, then,  because,  after  I  was  informed  that 
Judge  Douglas  tried  to  stop  the  publication  of  that 
number,  I  did  not,  in  my  speech,  expressly  acquit 
him  of  the  power  to  control  the  Review.  I  answer, 
that,  in  the  first  place,  1  never  charged  him  with 
having  any  such  power.  The  gentleman  has  seen 

*'  Gorgonv,  hydras,  and  chimeras  dire,'' 
that  I  do  not  see  in  my  speech,  and  that  the  De- 
mocracy on  this  floor  do  not  see  in  it. 

Mr.  HART  and  Mr.  POLK  here  requested  that 
the  conversation  with  Judge  Douglas  should  be 
stated. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  At  the  request  of  his 
friends,  I  will  give  the  substance  of  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sackett,]  my  col- 
eagues,  [Messrs.  Ewing  and  Marshall,]  and 
myself,  happened  to  be  in  the  refectory,  not  far 
from  the  Senate  Chamber,  where  Judge  Douglas 
also  happened  to  be.  We  had  some  general  con- 
versation there,  and  soon  afterwards  Judge  Doug- 
las took  tne  aside  and  told  me  that  the  Democratic 
Review  for  February  would  contain  a  violent  as- 
sault upon  General  Butler.  I  replied,  that  if  it 
did,  I  should  denounce  it.  He  expressed  his  re- 
grets, and  I  intimated  to  him  that  he  ought  to  stop 
It.  He  said  he  could  not;  that  it  was  too  late; 
that  he  feared  it  was  already  out.  Heystated  that 
if  there  was  time,  he  would  send  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  to  New  York  to 
br^ik  up  the  types,  but  he  feared  the  Review 
was  already  issued.  I  think  he  also  told  me  that 
he  had  telegraphed  to  the  conductor  of  the  Re- 
view not  to  publish  the  attack  on  General  Butler. 
A  day  or  two  afler  this,  the  conductor  of  the 
Review  came  on  to  this  city,  and  brought  with 
him  a  sort  of  proof  number  of  the  February  issue, 
which  he,  with  great  frankness,  showed  to  me, 
and  I,  with  equal  frankness,  told  him  I  should  de- 
nounce. Some  days,  perhaps  a  week  afler  this, 
the  February  number  came  out.  Now,  sir,  I 
mentioned  that  February  number  first,  because  1 
conceived  I  had  a  right  to  mention  an  article  in  a 
periodical  of  this  sort,  attacking  distinguished  men 
of  the  party,  without  imputing  blame  to  any  par- 
ticular gentleman  who  had  been  named  in  con- 
nection with  the  Presidency;  and  secondly,  be- 
cause I  thought  that  if  I  had  a  friend  who,  in 
working  for  me,  chose  to  denounce  and  abuse  the 
most  eminent  and  distiguished  men  of  my  party, 
he  should  stop  it,  or  should  cease  to  be  my  rriend. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  make  onlv  one  or 
two  remarks  in  conclusion  of  this  explanation, 
and  I  pass  over  many  points  which  I  might  touch 
in  vindication  of  myself,  but  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  trench 
further  on  his  time.  I  state  that  I  made  no  as- 
sault upon  anybody  in  that  speech.  I  assert  that 
there  is  not  a  word  in  that  speech  to  which  any 
Democrat  ought  to  object.  The  general  senti- 
ments contained  in  it  are  correct;  and  the  denun- 
ciation of  the  course  of  the  Review,  the  gentle- 
man from  lUinois  has  himself  indorsed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  The  gentleman  says 
"certainly;*'  he  himself  denounces  the  course  of 
the  Democratic  Review.  I  warned  him  before- 
hand that  I  should  denounce  it,  and  he  requested 
that  I  would  aflford  him  an  opportunity  to  make 
an  explanation  whiqh  would  entirely  aisconnect 
Judge  Douglas  from  that  periodical.  1  did  so; 
and  he  made  such  explanations  as  he  thought 
proper.  Not  satisfied  with  them,  however,  he 
takes  the  floor  to-day  for  further  explanations;  but 
instead  of  clearing  up  the  matter,  flies  oflT,  and 
charges  me  with  making  a  disturbance  in  the 
Democratic  ranks.  1  deny  it,  and  say  that  1  have 
been  upon  the  defensive  from  the  beginning.  1 
have  made  a  statement  of  facts.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  say  what  their  eflfect  will  be.  If  there  is  any 
other  explanation  which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
desires  to  make,  the  country  will  be  glad  to  hear  it. 
I  repudiate,  in  the  most  distinct  language,  having 
been  influenced  by  the  slightest  malice  or  ill-feel- 
ing towards  any  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  the  speech  I  made  the  other  day.  My  mam 
object  was  to  put  a  stop  to  these  attacks,  which  I 
considered  fatal  to  the  integrity  and  harmony  of 
the  party.  I  did  not  beinn  them,  nor  was  I  con- 
nected, remotely  or  direcUy,  with  any  person  who 
did  bc^n  them.  I  do  not  rememoer  anything 
else  in  the  remarks  of  the  genUeman  from  Illinois 


to  which  I  ought  to  reply;  and  1  now  reii|;n  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  with  my  grate- 
ful acknow^gments  for  his  kindness.* 

NORTH  AMERICAN  RAILROAD  COMPAlHr. 

Mr.  WASHBURN  addressed  the  House,  to  the 
expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  htm  under  the  rale, 
in  favor  of  a  grant  of  land  to  the  North  AmerictQ 
Railroad  Company.  His  remarks  Fwhich  he  had 
not  concluded  when  the  hammer  fell]  will  be  pub- 
lished hereaiter. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Several  Membbrs.  He  has  not  yet  spoken  aa 
hour. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  am  willhig  that  the 
House  shall  determine  that  the  gentleman  froa 
Maine  may  continue  his  speech,  preserving,  hov> 
ever,  when  he  has  concluded,  my  right  to  thi 
floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  hope  the  Chair  win  iik 
the  general  consent  of  the  House  as  to  whether  the 
gendeman  [Mr.  WashscrnI  shall  have  his  fsD 
time— the  gentleman  from  California  still  retaining 
his  right  to  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  hour  of  the  eenife. 
man  has  expired.  That  is  fixed  by  the  rale,  h 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  it  is  not  competeoi 
for  the  committee  to  vary  or  disregard  the  rule  of 
the  House  under  which  it  is  acting.  It  has  bees 
so  decided  heretofore,  substantially  and  correctlr, 
as  the  Chair  thinks,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Allow  me,  upon  thatquo- 
tion  of  order,  to  say  a  word.  In  order  to  give  the 
House  an  opportunity,  if  they  choose,  to  let  the 

fentleman  from  Maine  continue  to  speak  bis  (sfi 
our,  I  will  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
protesting  at  the  same  time  that  I  beUeve  the  deci* 
sion  of  the  Chair  is  a  correct  one.  [Laugfater.l  It 
will  give  the  committee  a  chance  to  do  what  they 
wish. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  competent  for  the 
committee  to  overrule  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
Mr.  FLORENCE.    Will  not  the  unanioMsi 


*Since  the  adjoamment  of  tiie  House,  the  (bllowtaig  cor- 
respondence ha«  occurred.  It  is  clear  enough  oow,tfni 
tbeae  receipts  were  all  dated  at  the  same  time ;  tt»i  tW 
date  relates  back  merely  to  the  eonimencement  of  a  itv 
aeries,  or  to  the  period  when  the  «oncem  chanied  owncn; 
and  that  the  paper  in  controver»y  was  rijniM  oy  al  wbo« 
names  are  attached  to  it  in  February  last,  and  not  la  J«d- 
uary,  or  at  any  previoos  time. 

J.  C.  B&ECKINBIDGE. 

HODBB  OV  Rtf^RBSBNTAllTtS,  I 
WASHiNQToif,  Jtforc*  lOjlSSB.    S 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  debate  to-day,  the  Hob.  Wiuiax  R. 
RicHAEDSON,  for  the  purpose  or  fixing  the  period  wtaa 
Judge  DoooLAS  signed  a  paper  recommending  the  "  Dose- 
crattc  Beview  "  to  the  Demo<;r«cy  of  the  coantry,  reftirH 
to  a  receipt,  given  at  the  name  time  to  the  Judge,  fow 
subscription  to  that  periodical.  The  receipt,  wtfch  be  i^ 
duced  in  the  House,  beara  date  the  6th  of  Jaaoary,  loSS, 
but  Mr.  RicHARniioiv  stated  it  was  po»ible  there  ariffctfci 
a  mistalce  in  the  date.  I  understand  that  jtm,  and  fwy 
other  members,  have  receipts  for  your  subscriftioas  Msraif 
date  the  6tb  of  January,  1859,  hot  given  in  FebnisiylM» 
Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  answer  toe  foUowiug  iaienafs- 
tories? 

UU  What  is  the  data  of  your  own  receipt,  and  dnsta 
others  you  have  seen? 

3d.  When  was  the  oKmey  paid  on  the  sobsoiptios m 
which  the  receipt  was  given  to  you .' 

3d.  Was  it  patd  before  or  aOer  you  read  the  leadiaf  sflt- 
cle  in  the  January  number  of  the  Democratic  ReneViOk* 
tied  "  '59  and  Uie  Presidency.'** 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrant,    _^, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINUDGI. 

Hon.  Graham  N.  FrrcH,  Wathing^* 

Wabhinotor.  7  p.  m.,  Mmrck  !(»,  !■*• 
Sir  :  Your  note  of  to-day  is  before  roe.    I  will  saiw« 
your  interrogatoriev  in  the  order  in  which  their  nccar. 

1  know  nothing  of  any  other  receipts  for  ••■•^.^iSLli 
the  Democratic  Review  than  thoae  of  two  other  ■•■■"• 
of  the  House  and  my  own,  all  of  which  ars  dated  f*"|*^ 
6th,  18S2.  Mine  was  first  presented  for  payaeat, smP"* 
in  the  honorable  Speaker  Botd*s  room  md  l"^^f**T 
the  same  day  on  which  his  was  presented,  and  to  thsisiw 
man  (Mr.  Foster,  the  agent)  to  whom  bis  ''•■  P*J*7!!! 
day  bcinf,  to  the  best  of  my  recoUectioo,  wilhta  tas  sm 
week  of  February;  I  think  the  7ib  of  that  mootb.   II"" 

Biid  a  number  of  days  after  I  had  read  the  article  »  ■■ 
emocratic  Review  to  which  you  refcr,  aad  •'^^  *T 
been  a  subject  of  discnsaion  among  several  mnrnMi*  ^n- 
aide  of  the  House.  _.  „  «»wn 

Respectiblly  yours,  GRAHAM  N.  FITCB. 

Hon.  John  C.  BRscuinuDOB. 

WASHtHOTOK,  **««*  ^i. ^^V 

Sir :  By  your  authority,  I  made  a •««»»»«»!*!'11II!!« 
this  day  in  reference  to  certain  roattets  occofnafsw-^ 
you  and  Mr.  Foster,  agmit  for  the  Dejuocfaricl<vjew,w» 
atMm-boat  between  ttto  dty  aad  Rietaoad,  vii|»s*«" 
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consent  of  the  committee  allow  the  gentleman  to 
proceed  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Not  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair.  The  hour  of  ihe  gentleman  having  ex- 
pired, it  was  moved  that  he  have  leave  to  proceed 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  decides  that, 
as  a  matter  of  order,  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
committee  to  vary  the  rule  in  that  respect;  and  in 
connection  with  that  decision  he  woutd  repeat  the 
remark,  that  some  time  since  a  like  ruhng  was 
made  by  the  §^ntleman  then  occupying  the  Chair, 
and  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  committee.  From 
this  decision  an  appeal  is  taken. 

Mr.  ORR.  In  that  case,  the  hour  for  closing 
the  debate  had  terminated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  that  does  not  alter  the  case.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  time  was  fixed  by  an  order  of  the 
House.  In  this  case,  it  is  limited  by  a  standing 
rule  of  the  House  which  is  imperative  upon  the 
committee. 

Mr.  ORR.  By  unanimous  consent  we  can  do 
anything. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is,  <«  Shall 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  committee.'" 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  lay  the  ap- 
peal upon  the  table. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  competent  for 
the  committee  to  lay  the  appeal  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  EWING.  If  the  Chair  will  allow  me.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  is  allowed  to  proceed 
to  occupy  his  full  hour,  does  the  decision  of  the 
committee  deprive  the  gentleman  from  California 
of  the  floor? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  competent  for 
the  gentleman  from  California  to  yield  tne  floor  to 
allow  the  gentleman  to  proceed,  but  it  will  be  de- 
ducted  from  his  time. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    If  the  committee  give  that 

alM  St  the  latter  place,  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Ritchie,  edkor 
of  the  Enquirer.  Ton  heard  my  remarka,  and  f  now  re- 
queit  you  to  say  whether  they  were  correct,  so  ftr  aa  your 
Dame  was  involved ;  or  rather,  to  give  me  a  brief  atateaient 
covering  the  aubiect- matter. 

Renpectfully,  your  ol>edient  tervanf, 

JOHN  C.  BREOKINRIOGE. 
J.  A.  Pabkib,  Esq. 

Wasrinoton,  March  10,  9  o'doek,  p.  m. 
8iR :  In  answer  to  your  note,  this  moment  received,  f 
have  to  say,  that  I  heard  your  speech  this  day  in  the  House, 
and  to  far  as  my  name  was  connected  with  the  subject  under 
diacuasinn,  your  statement  was  entirely  correct  as  <kr  as  it 
went.    In  Justice  to  mjrself  and  all  others,  I  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  on  the  10th  day  of  February  last,  I  started  from 
thi«  city  to  Richmond  on  business  of  very  great  importance 
to  myself  and  others,  (which  had  been  several  days  de- 
layed in  consequence  of  my  inaMlityto  leave  this  city,) 
and  In  no  manner  cr  f&nn  connected  vfUh  politiet.    As 
soon  as  I  went  on  board  the  steam-boat,  I  saw  a  very  large 
number  of  copies  of  the  January  number  of  the  "  Demo- 
cratic Review,"  and  the  agent,  a  Mr.  Foster,  ezbibiijjig  a 
recommendation  of  said  work  signed  by  some  members  of 
Congress ;  which  signatures,  be  said,  he  obtained  on  the 
Friday  and  Saturday  before,  (viz.,  thu  6th  and  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary.)   Judge  DoooLAS's  name  was  signed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  paper,  and  differed  frnai  the  others  in  this :  "  I  most 
eordfally  concur  in  the  atmve  recommendation.    8.  A. 
Douglas."    The  agent  was  then  asked  if  the  persons  sign- 
ing the  recommendation  knew  the  contents,  and  he  replied, 
*<  that  he  presumed  they  did,  and  especially  Judge  Dono- 
i.Aa,  who  bad  said  to  him  on  the  9th  of  Pebraary ,he  feared 
the  article  would  do  him  more  harm  than  goocf.  *'    A  large 
number  of  genUemen  were  preseni  and  saw  the  recom- 
mendation, and  heard  Mr.  Poster's  statement.    Mr.  Cham- 
Meaa  (late  of  the  Virginia  Con venUon)  and- myself  pur- 
chased copies.    Mr.  C.  soon  called  my  attention  to   the 
«  leader,"  headed,  the  "  Presidency,  1853."    On  the  19th, 
while  sittingin  the  office  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Ritchie,  of  the  En- 
quirer, Mr.  Poster  came  in  and  exhibited  I4«  tame  paper, 
and  made  the  same  statement  he  had  made  on  the  atcam* 
boet.  (He  also  staled  other  thinp  which  1  do  not  wish  now 
to  repeat.)    I  at  once  saw  the  evil  which  was  about  to  be 
inflicted  on  the  Democratic  party,  and  drew  fVom  my  pock- 
et a  abort  appeal,  signed  '<  An  Eye  Witness,"  which  I  bad 
prepared,  (after  consulting  several  prominent  Democrats, 
anioog  them  I  will  name  General  R.  Muse,  and  W.  O. 
Goode,  Esq. .  of  the  House  of  Delegates.)  and  read  it  to  Mr. 
Ritchie,  in  the  fretenee  of  the  agentj  Mr.  Foeter,  and  sent 
it  immediately  to  the  printing  office.    Mr.  Ritchie  was  here 
on  the  Sth  instant,  and  distinctly  recotleets  die  Acta  and  cir- 
cumstances above  given.    It  is  due  to  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, and  due  to  myself,  to  declare,  as  I  do  now  most  solemnly, 
that  in  making  the  appeal  signed  **  An  Eye  WitncM,"  pub- 
Hahed  in  the  **  Enquirer,"  I  bad  nfh  the  most  remote  idea 
of  making  an  attadt  on  any  one.    Nor  can  that  article  be 
*o  construed  by  any  impartial  or  disinterested  person.    My 
•ole  c^ject  was  to  give  those  who  had  signed  the  recom- 
mendation intormation  of  the  use  and  abuse  of  their  names, 
and  an  opportunity  of  publicly  repudiating  the  contents  of 
tlie  January  number.    I  regret  the  length  of  this  note ;  less 
I  could  not  say— more  f  do  not  wish  to  say,  and  hope  I 
•ban  have  no  occasion  to  say. 

Widi  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  PARKER. 
Hon.  JoB«  C.  BaBCKiitaiooi,  IVoihington, 


privilege,  I  certainly  do  not  forfeit  my  right  to  the 
door. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.    I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Muine  does  not  wish  to 
proceed,  but  that  he  will  write  out  bis  remarks. 
Mr.  HALL.«    I  withdraw  my  appeal. 
Mr.  ORR.    I  renew  it. 

The -question  was  then  put,  **  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  tlie  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee," and  upon  a  division  there  were--^yes  40, 
noes  68.     No  quorum. 

Mr.  ORR  aemanded  tellers;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Fowler  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  POLK.    I  would  ask  the  erentleman  from 
Maine  if  he  desires  to  proceed  with  his  remarks  ? 
Mr.  SMART.     He  does,  certainly.    He  de- 
sires to  go  on,  if  permitted  by  the  courtesy  of  ilie 
House. 

The  question  was  again  put,  and  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  overruled,  the  tellers  having  re- 
ported— ayea  52,  noes  70. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  unanimous  consent 
given  to  the  gentleman's  proceeding.' 
'  Mr.  EWINQ.  I  do  not  wish  to  interpose  any 
objection,  unless  the  effect  of  granting  unanimous 
consent  will  be  to  deprive  the  gentleman  from  Cal- 
ifornia of  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  am  anxious  to  ask  the 
Chairman  one  question,  which  I  desire  to  have 
settled  at  this  stage  of  theproceedincs,  it  being  of 
soni^  consequence  to  mvsetf.  Do  I  lose  the  floor, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  if  unanimous  consent 
is  aven  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  proceed 
wiln  his  remarks  for  the  balance  of  his  hour.'  I 
yielded  the  floor  that  the  committee  might  take 
action  upon  the  question  submitted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  having 
yielded  the  floor,  as  one  having  given  tlie  unani- 
mous consent,  would  stand  like  other  members 
with  regard  to  the  floor,  at  the  conclusion  of  Ahe 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  It  was  my  proposition 
that  was  adopted,  and  I  must  remind  the  Chair 
that  the  proposition  I  made,  and  the  one  upon 
which  the  committee  voted,  was,  that  the  gentle- 
man should  be  allowed  to  speak  out  his  time  with- 
out the  member  from  California  losing  his  right 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  understood  both  propo- 
sitions to  be  embraced,  and  the  committee  have 
agreed  to  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  unable  to 
recollect  the  precise  language  used  by  the  gentle- 
man in  his  motion.  The  Chair  rulea  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  committee,  by  their  action,  to 
change  the  rule  of  the  House  limiting  the  time  of 
speakinff  to  one  hour.  This  was  all  the  question 
then  beiore  the  committee.  That  decision  was 
reversed.  The  Chair  entertains  the  opinion,  that 
the  gentleman  from  California,  by  yielding  the 
floor  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  will  have  for- 
feited his  claim  to  it  as  a  matter  of  right.  When, 
however,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  has  concluded 
his  remarks,  this  question  will  properly  come  up 
to  be  decided,  in  case  the  floor  is  awarded  to  any 
other  niember  and  the  gentleman  from  California 
claims  it  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Mr.  WASHBURN.  I  will  not  occupy  any 
more  of  the  time  of  the  committee.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  have  decided  that  I  will  yield  the  floor  to 
the  gentleman  from  California. 

Rlr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  California,  who 
prefers  speaking  to-morrow,  I  will  move  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  thus  far,  to  rise  for  the 
present,  and  ||ive  me  an  opportunity  to  speak  to- 
morrow morning.     I  have  not  consumed  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  do  not  propose  to  do 
so. 
A  Member.    Let  some  one  else  make  a  speech. 
Mr.  MARSHALL.     I  have  been  endeavoring 
for  the  last  few  hours  to  try  to  get  some  one  to 
speak. 
A  Voice.    Giddings  will  speak.     [Laughter.] 
Mr.  MARSHALL.    I  would  suggest,  if  the 
House  would  be  kind  enough  to  listen  to  me,  that 
there  is  abtindant  business  to  occupy  our  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  wa«  then  taken »  (Messrs.  Bkalb 


and  Meacham  acting  as  tellers,)  and  resulted—  ' 
eyes  GQ^'noes  40. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly the  special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7, 
to  encourage  agriculture  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

REPAIR  OP  THE  LIBRARY ---EXTENSION  OF 

THE  CAPITOL. 
Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  to  the  House,  if  it  be  in  order  now, 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  which  has  iust  been  under  consideration  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  a  week,  with  a 
view  of  taking  tip  two  bills  which  have  been  set  as 
special  orders  for  to-day-~one  for  repairing  the 
Capitol,  and  the  other  for  its  extension.  I  am  sat- 
isfied these  bills  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  short  time, 
if  the  House  will  consent  to  it. 
-  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  The  gentle- 
man  can  attain  his  object  Just  ^s  well  by  moving 
to  reconsider  the  voles  relerring  these  bills  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  to  bring  tbem  before  the  Houae, 
and  thereby  not  disturb  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
can  be  submitted  to  the  House  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  The  House  can  bring  these 
bills  back  by  unanimous  consent.  « The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  better  change  his  motion,  and 
let  it  take  that  form. 

Mr.  GENTRY.    Try  that. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  It  seems  to 
be  the  wish  of  the  House  I  should  submit  that 
motion.  I  desire  both  bills  set  as  the  special  or- 
ders of  the  day,  shall  be  considered. 

Several  Members.  Discharge  the  committee 
from  the  Library  bill  only.         *, 

Mr.  STANTON.  Both  these  bills  are  of  equal 
importance.  I  move,  then,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
bv  which  the  Library  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union , 
with  the  view  of  having  it  taken  up  in  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent  the 
motion  will  be  entertained. 

The  question  was  then  token,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  aflirmative. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  put 
upon  its  passage,  and  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

REPAIR  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union' has  been  discharged,  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill  to  provide 
for  the  repair  of  the  Congressional  Library,  lately 
destroyea  by  fire,  and  the  bill  is  regularly  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  COBB.    When  was  it  done? 

The  SPEAKER.    About  five  minutes  aco. 

Mr.  COBB.  The  motion  was  to  reconsider  the 
▼ote  by  which  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  committee  was  dis- 
charged, by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House, 

Mr.  CObB.     I  have  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  called  the  previous 
question  upon  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to 
think,  that  the  rule  which  requires  a  bill  to  be  con- 
sidered in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  would  have  to  be  suspended.  The  vote 
by  which  the  committee  was  discharged  does  not 
work  a  suspension  of  that  rule. . 

Mr.  GENTRY.  That  rule  assumes  that  it  has 
been  discussed  and  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  committee 
and  the  House.  '  The  House  always  determine 
when  they  will  terminate  the  consideration  of  a 
bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  rule  be  recinded  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  upon  this  bill  ?  The  Chair  heara  no  ob- 
jection, ana  the  question  will  be  upon  ordering  the 
oill  to  be  read  a  ihird  time,  and  upon  this,  the 
previous  question  has  been  demandra» 
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The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered;  which  main  question  was 
on  oroering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  according  to  order,  vras  then  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded}  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  DAWSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  not  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  bill  was 
passed. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  which  latter  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

THE  HOMESTEAD  BIXL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  now  wove 
to  postpone  the  special  orders,  which  are  under 
discussion,  until  next  Wednesday. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  say  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  (Mr.  Hocston,]  as  he  seems  to  be  urgent 
about  this  deficiency  bill,  and  I  suppose  there  is 
some  little  pretext  for  it,  for  the  sake  of  accommo- 
dation, 1  propose  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
homesteaa  bill  occupy  its  place  us  a  special  order, 
and  that  it  go  over  informally  until  next  Wednes- 
day. Cut  really  these  departments  deserve  very 
little  favor  at  the  hands  of  the  House,  when  they 
will  go  on  and  expend  money— -and  that,  too, 
when  the  House  has  withheld  the  appropriations, 
and  struck  them  out  of  the  bill — and  then  come 
here  in  the  shape  of  a  deficiency  bill,  and  ask  us 
to  appropriate  the  money. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  object  to  it.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have 
ninde  an  objection  of  the  kind  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  Congress.  I  think  if  the  members  of 
the  House  will  turn  their  attention  to  the  galleries, 
they  will  see  abundant  reasons,  why  the  special 
orders  ought  not  to  be  continued.  There  are  work- 
men in  those  galleries,  whc^iave  been  brought  from 
distant  cities  of  the  Union  to  assist  in  constructing 
the  edifice  which  we  are  now  about  adding  to  the 
building.  I  have  been  ttying,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  session  to  the  present  moment,  to  get  per- 
mission of  this  Congress  to  permit  that  work  to 
be  finished.  If  it  is  to  be  completed « it  is  wise 
economy  and  good  policy  that  it  should  be  con- 
tinued and  completea  speedily.  Why  this  deiay? 
Why  is  it  necessary  ?  Thtrp  is  no  good  reason 
why  it  should  be  suspended.  These  men  are  here 
without  the  means  ot  support.  They  have  been 
invited  here  by  your  action — the  action  of  the  last 
Congress.  They  hav'e  their  families  to  support. 
They  have  crowded  your  galleries  to-day,  to  wit- 
ness the  effect  of  your  action.  I  hope  that  the 
special  orders  will  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  state,  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stanton,] 
and  also  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  John- 
son,1  that  I  am  not  at  this  moment  pressing  that 
the  House  shall  pass  this  deficiency  bill,  unless  it 
shall  dee  fit  to  do  so.  I  think,  even  if  it  determine 
to  negative  the  deficiency  bill,  it  is  the  highestduty 
we  owa  to  the  country,  the  Administration,  and 
tiie  Government,  that  we  should  act  upon  it.  I 
want  action.  If  the  House  shall  see  fit  to  vote 
down  the  bill,  the  responsibility  is  with  them,  and 
then  we  know  where  we  stand.  So  much  by  way 
of  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 

[Mr.  JOBNSON.] 

Now,  sir,  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, is  it  more  important  that  we  should  pre- 
pare a  job  for  workmen  who  have  come  here  even 
under  circumstances  that  might  excite  our  sym- 
pathy in  their  behalf— is  it  more  important  to  do 
that,  than  to  buy  horses  to  mount  our  army  to 
protect  emigrants  on  the  road  to  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia? Is  it  more  important  to  do  it,  than  to  le- 
gislate in  a  way  that  would  save  the  honor  of  the 
country  by  providing  means  to  prevent  our  bills 
being  dishonored  and  protested — thereby  involv- 
ing the  Government  in  heavy  damages,  and  in- 
creasing the  price  of  every  article  sold  to  the  army 
in  California  and  that  region  of  country,  because 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  known  the  bills  cannot  be 
paid  ? 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  ma,  I  will  say  in  reply  to  that, 


that  the  same  power  that  has  expended  money 
over  and  above  what  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress»  can,  in  any  emergency  of  this  kind,  spend 
more  money  for  the  protection  of  these  emigrants. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  may  be.  But  1  have 
a  letter  from  the  Department  which  I  propose  to 
have  read,  which  shows  that  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  already  been  used, and  that  it  has  be- 
come bad,  tliat  the  bills  have  to  be  shaved,  and  the 
persons  who  sell  supplies  to  the  Army  are  increas- 
mg  the  prices  of  those  supplies,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  deficiency  from  the  losses  they  have 
to  sustain  on  Government  bills. 

There  are  gentlemen  all  around  me  who  are  in- 
terested in  this  matter,  and  are  pressing  it.  The 
members  from  Texas  are  interested,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  drawn  up  before 
this  House  some  time  ago  because  that  defici- 
ency bill  had  not  been  reported.  The  bill  is  there 
printed,  and  ready  for  action.  I  have  pressed 
m  season  and  out  of  season  to  get  action  upon  it, 
but  the  House  has  universally  voted  me  down. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson] 
is  kind  enough  now,  to  agree  to  waive  the  posi- 
tion which  he  has  acquired  by  the  special  order, 
and  1  hope  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will 
agree  to  do  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  WALSH.  In  connection  with  what  was 
so  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I 
want  to  present  to  the  House,  by  their  uanimous 
consent,  the  memorial  of  these  workmen,  a^d  I 
hope  it  may  be  read.  I  want  tliem  to  tell  their 
own  story  to  this  House. 

[Cries  of  ♦•Object."]  • 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor, 
I  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  not  felt  dis- 
posed to  arrest  this  discussion,  but  it  is  very  clearly 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  but  I  hope  the  Chair 
will  allow  something  to  be  said  in  reply  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 

The  SPEAKER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WALSH.  There  is  no  such  case  of  suflfer- 
ing  as  that  of  these  men.  They  have  come  here, 
supposine^  the  work  would  be  continued. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  object  to  this  discussion, 
unless  it  is  to  go  on  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  WALSH.  Well,  I  will  only  say  that  this 
whole  matter  can  be  settled  in  fifteen  minutes. 
These  people  have  had  actually  to  sell  their  beds 
to  get  bread;  and  to  talk  of  the  sufiferings  of  other 
people  in  view  of  such  sufferings  as  these,  is  really 
an  msult  to  humanity. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  is  io  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  special  order.  That  measure 
is  not  now  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  and  it 
can  be  reached  only  by  unanimous  consent.  That 
consent  is  not  given,  and  there  is,  therefore,  an 
end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  If  the  House 
will  hear  me  for  one  moment,  I  wish  to  make  a 
single  suggestion,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
relieve  the  difficulty  that  gentlemen  complain  of  so 
loudly. 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  J.  continued.  ^I  was  going  to  suggest  to 
those  gentlemen  who 'seem  to  be  so  urgent  fbr  the 
relief  of  these  workmen — and  there  are  none  more 
so  than  myself,  for  I  do  not  yield  to  any  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  in  sympathy  for  those  who  have 
to  toil  and  labor  for  their  support,  but  I  do  object 
to  making  speeches  to  the  loobies,  and  pointing 
round  to  men  sitting  here  and  there,  either  as  la- 
borers or  as  any  other  description  of  persons — 
but  what  I  was  going  to  say  is,  that  we  have 

i'ust  had  an  example  set  of  the  way  in  which  this 
nil  can  be  passed  speedily .  This  bill,  if  it  is  so 
meritorious,  and  if  tnese  men  are  so  deserving  of 
relief  at  the  hands  of  this  Congress,  can  be  brought 
out  of  the  committee,  placca  before  the  House, 
and  put  upon  its  passage.  If  this  bill  is  so  merit- 
orious ana  deserving,  and  if  these  men  are  exposed 
to  such  suffering — and  I  will  go  as  far  as  he  who 
goes  furthest  to  relieve  them-~by  unanimous  con- 
sent the  committee  can  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill,  it  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  House,  and  put  upon  its  passage.  If  there 
be  no  objection,  I  will  now  move  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNHAM  objected. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    I  rais«  a  point 


of  order,  and  it  is^thts:  Hiat  the  motion  is  per. 
fectly  in  order  under  rules  136  and  137,  which  art 
as  follow: 

<*T)ie  Hfniseiiiaf,ataBy  tini^,byayo«Boram^i«lrfor 
the  rosmbere  preflen^  nufend  tbe  rulM  and  orden  (or  0m 
purpose  of  Ming  into  tbe  Coounitteeof  tbcWboteHoosKHi 
the  state  of  tbe  Union ;  and  aim  fbr  providiaf;  for  dMt  dto- 
chaiie  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  Honie,  and  iTie  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  ^^ole  Route  on  the  state  of  tbt  Uilo«> 
Jaouafy  85, 1648— from  the  farther  eonaideraiion  oTaaj  kd 
referred  to  it,  after  acting  without  debate  on  aH  aaieodaMb 
pending,  and  that  may  be  offered. — March  U,  1814.** 
,  *<  Except  during  the  last  tea  days  of  the  RsiiM,  tte 
Speaker  shall  not  entertain  a  mockm  to  MMpend  the  nim  t( 
the  House  at  any  time,  except  on  Monday  of  ev«ry  wmk: 
proTided  noChing  herein  contained  shall  be  comtraed  id 
alter  so  much  of  the  136tb  rule  as  provided  as  fullowi :  •  Tit* 

*  House  may  at  any  time,  bv  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  tin 

<  members  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  for  tbs  poi- 

*  pose  of  going  into  the  Comminee  of  the  Whole  Uooieaa 

<  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  td*o  for  providing  for  tbe  dis- 

<  charge  of  the  committee  (h>m  the  further  consideruioa  of 

*  any  bill  referred  to  it,  after  acting  widiont  debate  oa  il 

*  amendments  pending,  and  that  may  be  oflbrtd. '  "—Oeewi- 
her  18, 1847. 

There  is  no  amendment  now  pending  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  Tboserulcsde 
not  fit  the  case  at  all.  The  only  way  in  whick  it 
can  be  done  is  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  onkr 
made  by  Mr.  Stanton. 

Mr.  NABERS  moved  that  the  House  do  nov 
adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  it  was  decided  is 
the  negative— ayes  44,  noes  not  counted;  so  tbe 
House  refused  to  adjourn. 
CLOSE  OF  DEBATE  ON  HOMESTEAD  BUL. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Is  it  in  order  to  offer  a  rMh 
lution  to  terminate  debate  on  the  homestead  bill.^ 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  STANLY  then  offered  the  usnaJ  resohtioB 
to  close  the  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  od 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to  encoarage 
agriculture,  and  fur  other  purposes,"  at  thm 
oN::lock  to-morrow,  (Thursday.) 

Mr.  S.  said,  on  that  motion  I  ask  for  the  yeu 
and  nays,  that  the  country  may  see  who  is  reipoo- 
sible  for  Uie  delay  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  PICKLIN  moved  to  amend  the  resdutiai 
by  stiikiug  -out  ** to-morrow,*'  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  "Thursday  next." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  if  the  ^ntleinM 
from  North  Carolina  will  not  press  his  motioD, 
there  is  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  agree  to 
postpone  the  special  order  until  Wednesday  nextf 
and  gtTe  the  deficiency  bill  the  intermediate  time. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  if  he  can- 
not get  bis  bill  before  the  House,  will  agree  to  it. 
And  it  seems  that  he  is  about  to  fail  of  getting  the 
committee  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
that  bill. 

I  would  be  willing  that  his  bill  should  eome 
forward,  and  be  vot«i  on  now,  but  as  he  cannot 
obtain  that,  I  hope  be  will  not  object  to  the  poitj 
ponement  of  the  special  order,  for  the  purpoieof 
acting  on  the  deficiency  bill.  I  therefore  inut 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  will  withdiiv 
his  resolution  to  close  the  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  resolution  withdrawn? 

Mr.  STANLY.  No,  sir.  If  the  chairman  of 
the  Comraiuee  6f  Ways  and  Means  yiekb  m 
this  way,  he  will  not  get  the  bill  through  this  le- 
sion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  my  mouon  does  not  i«- 
vail,  I  shall  then  vote  for  the  resolution  to  ewp 
debate  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  1  ask  thtt* 
vote  may  be  taken  upon  my  motion  to  postpone 
the  special  orders.  ^     ,  . 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motipn  could  only  be 
submitted  by  unanimous  consent,  and  there  wM 
objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  understood  there  wu  "O 

objection  to  it. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.    I  obiect 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  ri«* 
LiN'i  amendment  to  the  resolution  dosing  debs*** 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recuri«d  upon  the  adopluwJ  of  mt 
resolution,  .  .   ^^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,'  rooted  to  ny 

the  resolution  on  the  table.  •    .    _  . 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  ask  for  the  yeM  and  nari, 
that  we  may  see  who  is  responsible  for  "^^J*^ 
of  the  public  business,  and  the  coMeqii«c«» 
which  must  result  from  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  OAR, 
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The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 
By  Mr.  ALLISON :  A  bill  nakiog  a  vmntof  land  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  aid  of  the  Hempfleld  Kaliroad 
Gompaoy. 

PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petiUonn,  memorials,  kc.  were  presented 
itnder  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Uennr  R.  Parker, 
F.  O.  Wolbert,  WUtiam  Henwood.  Oeorge  C.  Rickards, 
•Bd  56  others,  eiiisens  of  Pbiladelpoia,  praying  for  the  ex- 
teneton'of  the  WoodwcHth  patent,  fbr  planing  boards. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE:  The  petition  ofF.  A.  Hut- 
chison, James  Vincent,  and  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  all  the  entployeesltf  the  Government  may  be 
relieved  ttom  duty  on  the  Sabbath. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wilson  S.  King,  J.  S.  M.  Young, 
and  other  citizens  of  Erie,  'Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
construction  of  a  navy-srani  or  naval  dep^  in  connection 
with  a  dry  dock,  at  such  point  on  the  lake  ftonti^r  as  may 
he  selected  by  the  Engine^'  Department. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Manitoownc.  for  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Manitoowoc  and 
MiMsisfiippi  Railroad  Company. 

-By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  remonstrance -of  Michael  Dnlty 
and  190  other  citizens  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio ;  and 
the  remonstrance  of  C.  B.  Goddard  and  67  other  citizens 
of  said  coonty ;  also,  the  remonstrance  of  James  Johnson 
and  75  other  citizens  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  praying 
tket  the  bridges  of  ttie  Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge  Com- 
pany may  be  «stabliriied  as  post  Aada  and  permitted  to 
rejnain  at  their  present  height. 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  The  petition  of  Heniy  Clamoryand 
and  others,  praying  a  confirmation  of  title  to  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  eitiMos  of  Pettis  and  Saline 
counties,  Missouri,  for  a  mail  route  IVom  Saline  county  to 
Oeoigetown.  Pettis  county. 

By  Mr.  DA  VIS,  of  Massachusetts :  The  petition  of  Edwin 
H.  Seymour,  of  Massachusetts,  asking  a  penrion  for  eer- 
vicea  in  the  Mexican  war. 

By  Mr.  MACE:  The  remonstrance  of  E.  H.  Beck  and 
100  others,  citizens  of  Carroll  county,  Indiana,  against  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS:  The  petition  of  George  Painter,  and 
151  others,  citizens  Cff  Philadelphia  county,  asking  Congress 
to  grant  a  further  extension  ot^tbe  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  A  memorial  from  the  Directors  of 
the  Hempfleld  Railroad  Company,  for  an  appropriation  of 
public  lands  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  their  work. 

By  Mr.  BABCOCK :  The  petition  of  li>8  citizens  of  Os- 
wcfo  county,  New^  York,  for  a  marine  hospital  at  the  port 
of  Oswego. 

By  Mr.  McLANAHAN :  A  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  bounty  land  act  of  1850,  so  far  as  to  give  all  claim- 
ants under  the  game  160  acres  of  land. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee :  Application  to  Con- 
grass  of  Samuel  Early^for  arrears  of  pension,  a  resident  of 
Washington  county,  Tenne»ee. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same,  affidavits  of  John  Halt- 
singer  and  E.  L.  Mathes,  and  memorial  of  citizens  of  said 
eoenty  inclosed. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  March  11,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  CM.  Bdtler. 

Mr.  McRAlS  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Walksr  Brooks,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Misstsaippi,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
Hknrt  S.  Footk;  which  were  read, and  the  oath 

Srescribed  by  Inw  having  been  administered  to 
fr.  Brooks,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  GWIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Franklin 
C.  Gray,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
to'review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  settlement  of  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Frederick  cgunty,  Virginia,  praying  that  the 
patent  granted  to  W.  W.  Wood  worth  tor  a  plan- 
ing machine  may  be  extended;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patenta  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  the  petition  of  Doctor  A. 
S.  Wright,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained 
in  consequence  of  his  expulsion  from  Mexico  by 
tha  agents  of  that  Government;  which  was  re- 
ferred tp  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
sobject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  D.  Jones,  praying 
the  appointment  of  a  tribunal  to  review  the  decis- 
ions of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  of  American  citizens  against 
Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  merchants  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Bufiiuo,  New  York,  prayine:  that  fur^er 
aid  may  be  extended  to  CoUins's  une  of  steam- 


ships; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  assist- 
ant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  whfch  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  m^ 
morial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  the  village 
of  West  Bend  to  Monches;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Legi.slatureof  Wiscon- 

j  sin,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  meiil  route  from 

Madison  to  Wanhaeca  Falls;  which  was  referred 

to  the  Conunittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 

Roads. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs-at-law  and  legal  representatives  of  Francis 
Gillemast,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
praying  an  allowance  for  the  depreciation  on  com- 
mutation certificates;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  memorial  of  F.  A. 
Chenowetli  and  others,  praying  the  title  to  certain 
land  settled  and  improved  by  them  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SOULE  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana,  prayins;  the  establishment 
of  a  weekly  mail  between  Thibodeaux  and  Lock- 
port;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  was 

Orderedj  That  the  memorial  of  John  A.  Bryan,  on  the 
flies  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflkirs, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DDWNS,  it  was 

Ordered f  That  leave  be  granted  to  withdraw  the  original 
p^wm  which  afecompaniedthe  petition  of  Valerian  AUain. 

AMERICAN  CEMETERY  IN  MEXICO. 

Mr.  MASON.    The  Committee  on   Foreign 

Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of 

the  President  of  the  United  States  recommending  a 

further  appropriation  for  completing  the  cemetery 

Kurchascd  by  order  of  Congress,  near  the  city  of 
fexico,  for  the  interment  of  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  A  merican  army  who  were  killed  in  the  late 
war,  or  who  died  while  in  that  country,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  recommendation.  It  appears  that,  in  the  year 
1850,  a  sum  of  money  was  appropriated  for  the 
construction  of  this  cemetery  and  the  removal  of 
the  remains  of  the  dead,  and  that  that  sum  has 
been  exhausted  without  eflfectiog  the  object  of  the 
appropriation.  There  have  been  removed  to  tliis 
cemetery  the  remains  of  some  five  hundred  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  died  from  disease  or  were  killed 
in  battle;  but  there  are  nrobably  as  many  more 
remaining,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  those  connected 
with  the  cemetery — and  it  is  certainly  that  of  the . 
committee — that  this  object  should  be  carried  into 
effect.  The  appropriation  asked  for  is  only  a  small 
one,  not  exceeding  t(3,000,  and  I  ask  that  the  bill 
reported  from  the  committee  for  this  purpose  may 
now  be  considered  by  the  Senate,  and  receive  its 
favorable  action. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

It  provides  that  the  sum  of  ^,000  be  appro- 
priated, or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  carry  into  effect  the  act 
approved  September  28,  1850,  for  the  purchase  of 
a  cemetery  near  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  for  the 
interment  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  who  fell  in  battle,  or  other- 
wise died,  in  or  near  the  city  of  Mexico;  and  that 
the  interment  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
have  heretofore  died  in  Mexico  may  be  had  in 
said  cemetery,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  received^by  Mr.  Fornbt,  its  Clerk,  announ- 
cing that  it  had  passed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
provide  for  the  repair  of  the  Congressional  Libra- 
ry room,  lately  destroyed  by  fire. 


ENTERTAINMENT  OF  KOSSUTH. 

The  "Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 

following  resolution : 

"  Retolvedf  That  the  eipensee  incurred  in  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  LouiaKoseuth  and  iuite  during  their 
late  visit  to  the  capital,  by  invitation  of  Coogreet,  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  Aind  of  the  Senate,  when  approved  by 
the  committee  of  reception,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
^,000." 

Mr.  MASON.  I  do  not  think  that  resolution 
correctly  recites  the  facts  connected  with  that  gen- 
tleman's presence  at  the  seat  of  Government.  It 
recites  that  the  expenses  were  incurred  in  the  re- 
ception and  entertainment  of  Louis  Kossuth  in 
Washington,  at  the  invitation  of  Congress.  Now, 
I  am  not  aware  that  that  gentleman  was  at  Wash* 
ington  by  the  invitation  of  Congress;  on  the  con- 
trary, so  far  as  1  know  the  history  of  the  case,  he 
came  to  Washington,  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to 
do,  with  the  declaration  of  his  purpose,  which 
doubtless  was  correct,  of  paying  his  respects  to 
the  Government  at  Washington.  It  is  not  a  very 
important  matter,  but  I  do  not  choose,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  that  it  shall  go  upon  the  records 
of  the  country  that  he  came  to  Washington  at 
the  invitation  of  Congress. 

But  I  have  another  objection.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  paying  these  expenses;  none 
whatever.  He  came  here,  and  was  received  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  that  being  the  fact, 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  pay  any  expenses  which 
may  have  been  incurred  by  his  presence  here;  but 
1  contend  that  it  must  be  done  oy  a  direct  appro- 
priation, and  npt  from  the  contingent  fund.  I 
therefore  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York,  (^Mr.  Seward,]  the  mover  of  this  res- 
olution, that  it  will  be  better  to  put  it  in  the  form 
of  a  joint  resolution.  -  If  he  will  do  so,  it  shall 
have  my  concurrence. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  no  tenacity,  in  the  first 
place,  as  to  the  form  of  the  resoli^ion,  or  the  recital 
contained  in  it.  If  it  would  obtain  for  the  resolu- 
tion one  vote  more,  or  commend  it  the  more  to  the 
favor  of  the  Senate,  I  would  consent  that  the  re- 
cital should  be'  struck  out,  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

I  am  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  other  sug- 
gestion of  the  Senator — which  1  take  kindly,  and 
for  which  I  return  my  acknowledgments — to  make 
this  a  joint  resolution.  There  was  an  informal 
consultation  between  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  who  was  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  receive  Governor  Kossuth,  and 
myself;  and  the  result  of  the  opinions  we  collected 
from  members  of  the  Senate  was,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  put  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape.  I 
would  ask  Senators  who  are  favorable  to  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  in  some  shape,  to  signify  their 
v^hes  with  regard  to  the  form.  I  will  receive 
their  suggestions  very  kindly.  What,  sir,  do  you 
say  ?    ^ddressing  Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  would  prefer  a  joint  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  be  good  enough  to  give  me  his 
opinion  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  answer  distinctly.  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Will  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan say  whether  he  will  vote  for  it  in  the  form  of 
a  joint  resolution  ?  * 

Mr.  CASS.  I  think  I  shouki;  but  I  do  not 
wish  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  take  that  as 
a  definite  answer.  I  must  say,  however,  that  I 
cannot  vote  for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Then,  Mr.  President,  without 
further  inquiry,  I  move  to  insert  the  word  "joint" 
in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Oh,  no;  you  will  never  get  it 
through  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  will  change  the  whole 
character  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Very  well,  sir;  then  I  will 
let  it  stand  as  it  is,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate upon  it. 

Mr.  BADGER*  I  desire  to  say  a  word  before 
(he  qu^tion  is  taken.  It  is  pretty  well  known  to 
every  member  of  the  Senate,  and  perhaps  to  many 
persons  out  of  it,  that  I  was  totally  opposed  to  the 
proceedings  in  reference  to  Kossuth,  which  ended 
in  the  presentation  of  the  resolution  now  before 
the  Senate.  But,  sir,  I  do  hope  that  there  will  not 
be  a  moment's  difiiculty  with  any  member  of  this 
body;  after  Xxmis  Kossuth  has  been  at  Washing- 
ton, after  a  committee  has  been  appointed  by  our. 
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own  body  to  receive  and  present  him  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  after  those  expenses  have  been  incurred 
in  his  entertainment  here — I  say,  that  after  all  this, 
I  hope  there  will  not  be  a  gentleman  of  this  body 
who  will  hesitate  to  vote  promptly  to  have  these 
expenses  defrayed. 

Mr.  MASON,  (in  his  seat.)  Yes;  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  we  owe  it  to  ourselves 
to  pay  these  expenses.  With  reg:ard  to  the  form 
of  the  resolution,  I  think  it  is  proper  that  these 
expenses  should  be  paid  upon  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  and  not  upon  a  jomt  resolution.  When 
that  gentleman  came  to  thti^  city,  he  came  here 
without  any  committee  having  been  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  receive  him,  or 
take  charge  of  him,  or  present  him  to  that  body. 
A  committee  had  been  appointed  by  the  Senate  for 
that  purpose;  and  he  was  in  the  city  something 
like  a  week  before  the  resolution  was  passed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  his  recep- 
tion in  that  body.  In  the  meantime,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  our  committee,  plated  in  suitable  quar- 
ters in  the  city,  and  the  expenses,  now  sought  lo  be 
defrayed,  had  been  incurred.  It  seem*  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  this  matter  properly  belongs  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  it  is  our  business  to  see  that  these  expenses 
are  paid.  I  hope  that  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  will  be  adopted — that  the 
Secretary  will  audit  these  accounts,  and  ascertain 
what  is  just;  and  what  is  just,  ought  to  be  paid . 

Mr.  BORLAND.  ^  I  rise  simply  to  suggest 
that  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  be  post- 
poned; not  for  the  reason  that  I  intend  to  discuss 
the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  but  there  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  [Mr.  Clemens]  who  has  given 
notice  that  he  intended  to  offer  his  views  upon  it 
when  it  should  come  up.  ^e  is  not  now  m  his 
seat,  and  as  this  is  not  a  pressing  matter,  and 
there  are  subjects  which  are  of  that  character,  I 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion be  postponed. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail'.  A  large  portion  of  thi^  moneywill.be 
payable,  if  it  is  paid  at  all,  to  the  keeper  of  one 
of  the  public  hotels  in  this  city,  who  stands  in  need 
of  the  money,  and  who  has  earnestly  pressed  upon 
me  to  bring  up  this  resolution  as  early  as  possi- 
ble. I  have  not  called  it  out  of  its  order;  but  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  consent  to  its  being  deferred 
when  it  comes  up  in  its  r^ular  course. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York  had  better  accept  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason.J  If  it  were 
put  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  it  would 
probably  receive  a  more  unanimous  consideration 
oy  the  Senate.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  it 
s^ems  to  me  that  you  defeat  the  object  and  intent 
of  appropriation  bills  if  you  are  to  pay  such  a  sum 
as  tnis,  for  such  an  object,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Senate.  It  does  not  properly  apply  to 
the  matters  to  which  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  should  apply — the  business  of  the  nation  as 
connected  with  its  own  operations.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  one  of  those  oojects  which  call  for  the 
joint  action  of  Congress,  and  I  repeat,  that  if  the 
resolution  is  put  in  the  shape  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  I  shall  feel  strongly  in- 
clined to  vote  for  it.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
however,  that  in  its  present  shape  it  will  meet 
with  nfuch  stronger  oojection  than  in  the  other. 
Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  had  questions  in 
relation  to  this  gentleman  and  his  reception  here 
before  them;  and  to  hav«  an  appropriation  made 
by  both  Houses  is,  in  my  opmion,  vastly  more 
proper  than  to  say,  **  Pay  it  out  of  that  contingent 
fund  which  was  set  apart  for  carrying  out  your 
own  operations." 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan.  There  is  no  propriety  what- 
ever in  giving  this  proceeding  the  shape  or  a  joint 
resolution.  On  the  contrary,  I  regard  it  as  entirely 
inappropriate.  These  expenses  were  incurred 
under  ho  joint  proceeding  of  the  two  Houses;  by 
no  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  nor  by 
any  concurrent  resolution;  for  the  resolution  whicn 
was  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  under  whiish  that 
gentleman  was  received  here,  and  placed  in  quar- 
ters and  entertained,  was  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Senate,  which  had  been  in  force  for  a  week 
after  his  arrival  in  the  city  before  any  resolution 
was  adopted  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  was  a  movement  of  our  own;  and  now,  sir, 
1  should  be  glad  to  know  for  what  expenses  the 


contingent  fund  is  designed,  if  it  be  not  for  ex- 
penses of  this  kind.  They  are  not  the  regular 
and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Senate.  It  is  clearly 
a  contingency — an  expense  incurred  in  conse- 
queitte  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  not  relating 
to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  body — and  if  this 
is  not  a  contingent  expenditure,  I  do  not  know 
what  is.  I,  for  one,  am  for  meeting  this  matter 
in  the  form  in  which  it  is  proposed.  If  we  give 
it  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  it  is  as  much 
as  to  infer  that  the  expense  was  not  incurred  by 
us  separately.  But  it  was  incurred  by  us,  and 
we  should  not  now  attempt  to  give  it  a  form  which 
it  did  not  originally  wear.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  resolution  is  right  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  hope  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  resolution  will  not 
prevail.  I  would  much  rather,  so  far  as  I  am  in- 
dividually concerned— and  I  know  that  the  gentle- 
mail  who  incurred  this  expense  so  generously 
upon  a  contingency,  would  rather  have  the  ques- 
tion decided  one  way  or  the  other  now.  So  he 
has  informed  me.  When  Kossuth  was  made 
the  guest  of  the  nation,  and  was  on  his  way  to 
Washington  by  the  invitation  of  Congress,  the 
question  with  us  was,  what  were  we  to  do  ?  We 
tried  to  get  the  Executive  to  make  some  provision 
for  his  entertainment,  but  it  was  declined.  What 
was  to  be  done  ?  Were  we  to  invite  the  man  and 
make  him  the  guest  of  the  nation,  and  bring  him 
to  Washington — a  man  whom  we  knew  hadcome 
out  of  a  prison,  and  was  poor — and  then  permit 
him  to  remain  in  the  streets  ?  Sir,  most  unhesi- 
tatingly we  determined  to  run  the  risk  at  once  and 
made  some  provision  for  his  entertainment.  We 
considered  that  the  nation  was  already  under  ob- 
ligation to  receive  him  in  accordance  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation.  Now,  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  in  this  case  there  was  one  of  two  things  to  be 
done:  either  to  do  nothing,  or  to  do  all  that  ought 
to  be  done — either  to  stop  before  you  begin,  or  not 
to  stop  until  you  end.  [Laughter,  in  which  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  himself  heartilv  joined.] 

My  honorable  and  distinguished  i^riend  from 
Michigan,  as  I  understand,  says  this  cannot  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  because  that  fund 
IS  appropriated  especially  for  national  objects.  If 
this  is  not  a  national  object,  it  ought  not  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  fund  at  all. 

Mr.  CASS.  Because  that  fund  is  appropriated 
to  the  expenses  of  the  Senate  as  such. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  But  I  find  there  are  prece- 
dents for  this.  In  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  dis- 
aster which  occurred  on  board  the  Princeton, 
which  had  no  direct  connection  with  the  Senate 
or  with  Congress,  all  the  expenses  were  paid,  as 
I  understand,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate.  Yet  it  had  no  connection  whatsoever 
with  the  Senate,  and  no  direct  connection  with 
the  Treasury,  even.  This  is  one  precedent.  But 
in  my  humble  opinion,  we  ought  unhesitatingly 
to  pay  this  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  has  been  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger.]  My  opinion  is, 
that  unless  we  pay  it  out  of  that  fund,  it  will  not 
be  paid  at  all.  I  do  not  think  a  joint  resolution 
will  pass;  then  we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  hav- 
ing invited  Kossuth  here  as  the  guest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  of  refusing  to  pay  his  expenses.  I  have 
already  said  this  is  a  Senatorial  act;  it  was  per- 
formed by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  there 
was  no  option  left  us.  We  had  been  appointed 
by  this  body,  and  there  was  no  preparation  made 
for  receiving  him.  The  Executive  nad  refused  to 
make  any  provision  for  him,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion was  what  we  were  to  do. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him,  I  ought  perhaps  to 
state  that  the  Executive  was  consulted,  and  that 
he  recommended  the  course  which  the  committee 
afterwards  took. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Yes;  that  fact  may  be  stated, 
if  it  will  give  any  force  to  the  view  I  was  present- 
ing. Mr.  Brown,  the  keeper  of  the  hotel,  has 
been  wailing  a  long  time  for  his  pay,  and  my  im- 
pression is,  that  unless  it  is  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  it  will  not  be  paid  at  all. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  the 
phrase  used  by  the  honorable  ^oator  from  Illi- 
nois. But  perhaps  there  is  a  meaning  in  it  which 
is  apparent  to  his  mind,  which  does  not  suggest 
itself  to  mine.  I  mean  the  phrase  nn  which  he 
says  it  is  beet  to  stop  before  you  begin,  or  not  to 
stop  until  you  end.    Now,  I  think  I  can  put  a 


meaning  upon  it  which  would  be  sound  poliey  to 
follow,  although  it  may  not  be  precisely  the  mode 
!  in  which  he  would  interpret  it.  L  think  we  should 
have  stopped  to  make  the  appropriation  befbr«  we 
b^an  to  receive  the  man.  If  the  commiuee,  id 
the  unpleasant  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed,  had  applied  to  the  Senate  for  authority  to 
make  the  appropriation,  the  Senate  would  not 
have  been  in  the  position  in  which  they  now  art 
of  having  the  money  expended  before  any  actwii 
passed  to  provide  for  its  payment. 

This  man  was  carried  to  one  of  the  public  hotdi 
in  this  city,  where  he  Was  entertained.  If  tb« 
committee  had  asked  Congress  or  the  Senate  to 
make  an  appropriation,  and  to  put  the  money  into 
their  hands  for  this  specific  purpose,  it  vouid 
have  been  all  right  and  proper.  But  they  portued 
no  such  course.  They  entertained  the  man,  and 
^the  bill  having  been  made  out,  they  now  come 
and  ask  for  its  payment. 

The  question  in  the  first  place  is,  whether  tbe 
bill  ought  to  be  paid ;  and  in  the  next  place,  whether 
it  should  be  done  by  a  joint  resolution  or  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  I  can  bare  no 
earthly  doubt  if  this  bill  is  to  be  paid,  that  h  ou^ht 
not  to  be  covered  up  and  paid  ou t  of  the  secret  umI 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  contingent  fund  is  not  t 
secret  fund. 

Mr.  PRATT.  He  comes  here,  the  guest  of  the 
nation,  according  to  their 'theory,  and  he  was  eo* 
tertained  as  the  guest  of  the  nation.  If  this  is  eo, 
the  expenses  should  be  paid  out  of  the  national 
fund.  The  first  question  is,  whether  the  object  ii 
proper;  and  the  next  is,  what  is  the  amount  Dece«< 
sary  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.  Here 
is  a  proposition  to  pay  some  $5,000.  If  theappro* 
priation  were  of  a  larger  amount,  the  principle 
would  be  the  same.  Are  we  not  to  ascertain  \>j 
the  report  of  a  committee,  or  from  some  other 
source,  that  this  sum  has  been  properly  appropri- 
ated to  that  object?  Is  there  a  hill  everpresented 
to  the  Senate  asking  for  aa  appropriation  ofmooey 
when  there  is  no  report  of  a  committee,  nor  any 
explanation,  going  to  show  that  the  amoDnt  asked 
for  is  necessary  Tor  the  purpose  for  which  it  ii 
asked?  It  will  be  a  matter  of  some  eurionity  to  the 
people  of  the  country  at  large^  to  see  the  items  of 
this  bill.  I  am  sure  the  people  of  the  country 
would  like  to  see  how  |5,000  were  spent  in  ten 
days  in  a  public  hotel  by  this  man. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.    In  thirteen  days. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Well,  if  there  were  thiittea 
days,  I  think  it  woald  be  a  matter  of  public  curi- 
osity  to  know  how  the  money  was  spent.  I  ad* 
mit  that  I  should  be  very  much  pleased  myself  to 
know  in  what  way  this  sum  could  be  fHt>peHy 
approffriated  for  the  entertainment  of  one  iodi- 
vuiual  for  thirteen  days. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  gentJeman  says  thai  be 
does  not  understand  ray  roecming,  and  insinnatei, 
in  a  measure,  that  I  do  not  understand  it  myself, 
when  I  say  that  we  ought  to  have  stopped  beftw 
we  began,  or  not  to  stop  at  all  till  we  got  to  the 
end.  Sir,  I  will  tell  that  gentleman  what  my 
meaning  is.  If  that  gentleman  invites  a  guest  to 
come  and  sit  down  at  his  table,  surely  he  oo^t 
not  to  ask  him  to  bring  his  provisions  with  htO' 
[Laughter.]  He  ought  to  ascertain  whether  he  is 
able  to  entertain  him  before  he  invites  him. 

Mr.  PRATT.  When  I  ask  a  guest  to  partake 
of  my  hospitalities,  I  know  beforehand  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  provide  something  for  him  to  eat.  NaWi 
ihis  gentleman  was  not  invited  under  such  circoiB* 
stances;  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  well  hw 
the  committee  ascertained  that  they  had  lep"* 
mately  the  means  of  providing  fovhim  before  they 
undertook  to  entertain  him.  ,    . 

Mr.  SH I  ELDS.    The  Senator  from  Maryland 
forgets  that  this  gentleman  was  invited  hy  tie 
nation  and  not  by  me,  and  that  he,  as  a  member 
of  that  nation,  is  as  much  bound  by  its  acts  as  i 
am.   Then,  sir,  as  for  reading  over  and  examwjn? 
the  items,  I  would  just  as  soon  invite  a  guMt  to 
my  table  and,  after  I  had  treated  him  as  well  as  i 
was  able,  take  all  the  items  of  which  he  had  par- 
taken and  publish  them,  in  order  to  dis^^e  him. 
I  do  not  care  what  opinions  gentlemen  individiw"/ 
entertain  on  this  subject.    None  can  deny  *»*J.^ 
being  invited  was  the  act  of  the  nation.   l'»«T 
have  invited  him  and  made  him  their  guest,  aw 
the  committee  of  the  Senate,  as  the  »«T»"'*  f; 
that  nation,  placed  him  in  that  hotel  «nd ja^j? 
arrangements  for  his  reception;  and  I  conswar 


1852. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


719 


would  not  be  a  very  proper  way  of  treating  the 
matter  now  to  call  for  the  items  of  this  account  and 
publish  them  to  the  world,  with  the  view  of  dia- 
rracing  the  man  whom  you  have  made  your  guest. 
Sir,  in  doing  so  you  stultify  yourselves;  and  every- 
thing ^ou  do  to  belittle  tnat  man  filler  having 
made  him  your  guest  will  only  result  in  belittling 
yourselves.  That  is  my  opinion.  After  having 
gone  so  far,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not  to 
stop  here.    We  ought  to  pay  these  expenses. 

M^.  BORLAND.  I  moved  the  postponement 
of  this  resolution  for  the  reason,  as  I  stated,  that 
there  was  a  Senator  who  gave  notice  some  time 
ago,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  speak  at  some 
length  on  the  subject.  That  Senator  is  not  in  his 
seat — [  presume  in  consequence  of  indisposition. 
For  that  reason  I  was  desirous  that  the  question 
should  be  postponed  until  Jie  might  be  present,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  able  to  present  those  views 
to  the  Senate  of  which  he  has  given  notice.  I 
think  that  there  is  great  force  and  propriety  in  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Pratt,]  that  we  ought  to  have  provided  the 
means  of  entertainment  before  we  proceeded  to 
entertain  that  guest;  and  it  will  be  recollected  that 
when  the  resolution  was  before  the  Senate  inviting 
Kossuthr  here,  and  calling  him  the  ^est  of  the 
nation,  I  offered  a  substitute  for  it,  in  which  1 
made  a  direct  proposition  to  make  the  appropri- 
Ation  then,  ana  to  determine  what  it  should  oe. 
But  how  was  that  proposition  received  by  the 
friends  of  Kossuth — his  especial  friepds — and  par- 
ticularly the  Senator  from  Mississippi^  not  now 
here,  (I  mean  Mr.  Foote?)  My  proposition  was 
declared  to  be  an  insult  to  Kossuth.  It  was  said 
to  be  an  insult  to  him  to  connect  money  with  his 
name.  Money  was  not  to  be  thought  of;  Oh,  no ! 
We  were  to  have 

"  A  feast  of  rea80i>  and  a  flow  of  soul,'' 
which  was  to  cost  nothing  but  the  wind  which 
provided  it.  [Laughter.!  No  money  was  to  be 
mentioned.  It  was  considered  an  insult  to  connect 
money  with  his  name.  I  foresaw  the  conseouences 
as  everybody  might  have  seen  them,  namely,  that 
he  would  come  here  at  considerable  expense,  and 
that  when  the  bill  came  in  we  should  be  required 
to  pay  H,  and  that  there  would  be  no  telling  what 
it  would  be. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  objects  to  bringing 
the  items  here.  He  says  that  it  would  be  dishon- 
oring Kossuth.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  Kos- 
suth at  all.  It  is  merely  to  see  whether  the  account 
brought  in  by  the  hotel-keeper,  who  has  furnished 
the  means  of  his  entertainment,  is  a  correct  account 
or  not.  Sir,  it  is  said  to  bej&5,000  for  the  thirteen 
days  whieh  he  was  here.  That  cannot  be  for  the 
entertainment  of  Kossuth.  I  presume  it  must 
have  been  for  the  gentlemen  who  were  with  him. 
Now,  this  the  Senate  positively  refused  to  do. 
The  proposition  was  to  include  nis  suUe,  and  the 
Senate  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  was 
to  be  Kossuth  alone,  that  was  to  be  entertained; 
and  now,  when  the  bill  comes  in,  we  are  to  pay 
for  the  entertainment  of  men  whom  we  positively 
refused  to  entertain  at  all. 

Mr.  UPHAM.  I  aip  very  much  surprised  at 
the  remarks  made  bv  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 
He  thinks  that,  to  ask  for  the  items,  would  be  be- 
littling Kossuth.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  is  under  a 
very  great  mistake;  but,  on  the  other  liand,  if  there 
is  an  attempt  to  shroud  the  matter  in  darkness 
and  conceal  it  from  the  country,  the  people  will 
infer  that  there  is  something  wrong.  I  disagree 
with  that  Senator  on  another  ground.  He  says 
we  invited  Kossuth  here;  that  he  was  our  invited 
^est.  According  to  my  recollection,  when  the 
^sommittee  was  appointed,  the  question  arose 
whether  they  shoula  go  to  New  York  and  receive 
him,  or  whether  he  should  be  received  here.  It 
-waM  said  that  he  was  to  be  received  when  he 
reached  the  city  of  Washington.  He  came  here, 
and  the  committee  did  receive  him,  and  went  with 
him,  I  presume,  to  the  hotel;  and  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  pay  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  en- 
tertainment. But,  for  one,  I  shall  never  vote  for  a 
proposition  of  this  kind  until  I  see  the  items  com- 
posing this  j^,000,  or  have  an  assurance  that  it 
will  be  examined  by  a  committee  of  this  body. 
As  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Borland] 
has  stated,  we  refused  to  invite  his  associates. 
'We  invited  him,  if  there  was  any  invitt^tion  stall. 
"We  invited  him  to  the  country  and  to  the  capital. 
IVe  next  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  him, 
and  now  we  are  called  upon  in  a  public  manner. 


not  by  a  joint  resolution,  but  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  to  pay  Uiis  expense  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund,  by  which  means  we  conceal  it  from  the 
people  of  the  country.  The  inference  will  be, that 
this  gentleman,  for  thirteen  days'  residence  at  a 
public  hotel,  expended  |5,000.  I  think  it  is  just 
to  him  to  show  these  items,  that  we  may  know 
what  composes  the  amount  of  $5,000.  it  may  be 
that  this  is  an  extravagant  account;  it  may  be  one 
that  the  Senate  will  say  we, are  unwilling  to  pay. 
All  1  ask  is,  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  laid 
open  to  public  light,  that  everybody  may  see  and 
understand  what  these  items  are. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Accordins;  to  the  resolution 
the  matter  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  committee, 
and  they  will  investigate  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
is  to  audit  the  account. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  It  is  to  be  investigated,  and 
if  the  committee  choose  to  pay,4t  will  be  very  well. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  publish  tlie  items. 

Mr.  MASON,  i  wish  to  state  to  tlie  Senate 
that  I  was  under  some  misapprehension  when  I 
addressed'the  Senate  a  short  time  since,  and  I 
ought  to  correct  my  remark.  I  stated  that  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  this  gentleman  had 
not  been  invited  to  Washington.  I  have  since 
sent  for  the  joint  resolution  which  was  passed, 
and  1  find  tliat  the  invitation  was  to  the  country 
and  to  the  capital.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  that  is 
an  invitation  to  Kossuth  to  visit  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  although  I  opposed  it  here,  as  is 
known,  in  every  form,  I  submit  to  the  action  of 
Congress.  But  if  I  vote  for  any  appropriation,  I 
cannot  do  it  in  any  other  form  than  that  of  a 
direct  appropriation. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia  has  anticipated  much  of  what  1  intended 
to  say,  corresponding  with  my  recollection  with 
regard  to  the  reception  of  Kossuth.  In  the  first 
place,  1  shall  vote  for  the  postponement  of  this 
resolution;  not  because  I  desire  that  there  should 
be  any  delay  with  regard  to  the  payment  for  the 
entertainment  of  Kossuth  and  nuU,  out  because  I 
consider  it  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Clemens.]  I  think  that  it 
is  due  to  him  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  presenting  his  views  upon  this  subject  when 
the  resolution  is  considered.  He  has  already  given 
notice  of  his  desire  to  do  so;  and  we  all  know  that 
it  came  up  quite  unexpectedly  this  morning  while 
that  Senator  is  not  present,  and  for  that  reason, 
and  that  alone,  I  shall  vote  for  the  postponement. 
But  if  that  postponement  is  not  made,  I  then  de- 
sire to  state  why  I  shall  vote  against  the  resolution 
in  its  present  form.  If  my  recollection  serves  me, 
the  invitation  was  made  by  a  joint  resolution  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  That  joint  resolution 
was  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  if  I  recollect  aright,  it  was  sent  by  the 
private  secretary  of  the  President  to  New  York, 
and  there  presented  to  Kossuth. 

Now,  it  has  been  suggested  by  some  gentleman 
that  that  invitation  was  to  Kossuth  and  not  to  his 
9uUe.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  as  you  invite  Kos- 
suth as  the  former  Governor  or  Hungary,  and 
make  him  welcome,  you  are  bound  to  entertain 
those  who  come  widi  him  as  his  tuite  as  well  as 
the  individual  himself.  And  if  his  suiUt  instead 
of  being  composed  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  had 
extendi  to  a  hundred,  your  invitation  would  have 
precluded  you  from  failing  to  entertain  the  whole 
number,  however  much  your  confidence  might 
have  been  abused.  I  have  no  desire  to  see  tlie 
items  of  this  bill.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be 
properly  audited  by  the  Secretary.  Whether  it  is 
extravagant  or  otherwise,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 
Whatever  it  is  rightfully,  it  must  be  paid.  The 
faith  of  the  nation,  the  honor  of  the  country,  is 
committed  to  it,  and  it  must  be  paid.  But  I  do 
most  sincerely  object  to  its  beingpaid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  Tne  joint  resolu- 
tion was  passed  by  both^ouses  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President;  and  upon  that  resolution,  Kossutn  and 
his  companions  were  invited  to  the  capital  of  the 
country.  The  Committee  appointed  was  for  the 
reception  of  Kossuth,  not  particularly  his  recep- 
tion in  Washington,  but  his  reception  in  the  Sen- 
ate. The  House  of  Representatives  also  ap- 
pointed a  committee  at  their  own  good  pleasure, 
and  in  their  own  good  time— certainly  we  have  no 
right  to  inquire  whether  ihat  was  early  or  late,  or 
not;  the  committee  of  the  House  and  the  com- 


mittee of  the  Senate  acted  conjointly  in  everything 
tbat  related  to  the  distinguished  stranger. 

Mr.  SH I  ELDS.  The  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  did  not  act  with  the  committee 
of  the  Senate  at  all. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  know  they  were  tliere.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  committee  of  the  Senate  first 
received  him,  but  the  committee  of  the  House 
were  there,  and  received  him  as  well  as  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate.  We  see  that  he  was  the  in- 
vited guest  of  the  nation i^ and  why,  then,  should 
not  this  expense  be  paid  as  well  as  any  other  claim 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ?  I 
think  it  should  be  paid  by  a  joint  resolution;  in 
that  form  it  shall  have  my  support,  without  a 
murmur  <ir  complaint,  and  without  asking  to  see 
the  items  on  which  this  claim  ia  founded.  I  have 
no  desire  to  see  them.  I  object  to  the  impropriety 
of  introducing  this  resolution  here — as  it  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  were  the  only  body  that 
received  Kossuth  at  Washington — to  be  paid  out 
of  the  C4>ntingent  fund,  ap]>ropriated  particularly 
and  explicitly  for  the  uses  of  the  Senate.  If  he 
had  been  received  by  the  Senate  only,  it  would 
have  been  a  different  thin^;  but  it  was  by  a  joint 
resolution  that  he  was  invited,  and  the  appropria- 
tion should  be  made  by  a  joint  resolution.  For 
that  reason  alone  I  beg  to  state  explicitly  that  I 
shall  vote  against  this  resolution,  because  it  will 
appropriate  money  which  was  not  designed  for 
such  a  purpose.  A  joint  resolution  shall  nave  my 
cordial  support. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  In  all  matters  of  this  sort, 
the  gracefulness  with  which  the  act  is  done  con- 
stitutes more  than  half  its  merit.  I  have  never 
had  any  of  this  Kossuth  fever.  If  I  had  been 
here,  I  should  have  voted  for  none  of  these  initia- 
tive proceedings.  They  were  all  consummated  be- 
fore I  came  here.  I  have  seen  many  develop- 
ments since  that  period,  which  would  still  more 
indispose  me  towards  these  proceedings  than  I  was 
in  the  first  instance.  But,  sir,  he  was  invited 
here,  and  I  think  very  improperly  invited,  to  a  seat 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  a  view  of  be- 
stowing those  honors  upon  him  which  were  be- 
stowed upon  La  Fayette.  I  had  no  sympathy 
then  with  that  movement,  and  I  have  none  now. 
I  look  back  to  it  with  little  respect,  although  we 
all  participated  in  it.  I  think  we  were  all  in  error; 
but  the  money  having  been  expended,  I  think  there 
can  be'  bu;t  one  opinion  throughout  the  country 
with  regard  to  what  is  now  proper  to  b^  done— 
that,  without  any  higgling  policy,  the  claim  ought 
to  be  met. 

This  bill  strikes  me  as  enormous  in  its  magni- 
tude, but  I  am  not  going  to  weigh  it  as  I  would 
fine  gold ,  in  very  delicate  scales.  This  matter  was 
committed  to  a  committee  of  this  body  who  have 
done  their  duty,  as  I  have  no  doubt;  and  I  hope 
the  discussion  which  heis  grown  out  of  this  matter, 
will  not  at  all  diminish  the  respect  due  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

I  think  this  resolution  should  not  be  postponed. 
I  think  it  is  not  necessary,  even  for  the  presence 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  for  I  have  as  little 
respect  for  these  proceedings  as  that  Senator;  but 
I  feel  that  it  is  a  point  of  honor,  and  even  a  more 
delicate  one,  a  point  of  hospitality,  and  that  we 
should  pay  this  claim  without  raising  difficulties 
upon  the  subject.  As  to  the  difference  between  a 
joint  resolution,  and  a  resolution  to  pay  from  the 
contingent  fund ,  I  see  no  particular  difference.  The 
money  is  money  furnisned  by  the  United  States, 
and  that  contingent  fund  is  raised  by  the  joint 
action  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress;  and  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  see  a  running  discussion  of 
three  or  four  days  in  either  brandi  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject.  It  has  been  compared  to  a 
case  of  private  hospitality.  I  think  it  is  even  of  a 
moredelicate character;  it  touches  that  which  ought 
to  be  dearer  to  every  American,  it  touches  the  na- 
tional honor.  I  hope  we  shall  never  s^d  anotjier 
national  ship  for  any  person  who  does  not  hold  as 
high  a  position  as  that  of  La  Fayette.  I  do  not 
hold  this  to  be  a  parallel  case  at  all.         -   \ 

I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  proceeding.  It 
was  a  snap  juagment  taken  upon  us,  without  due 
consideration;  but  having  done  it,  we  must  go 
through  with  it;  and,  in  the  emphatic  language  of 
4he  Senator  from  Illinois,  *<  Let  us  not  stop  till  we 
get  to  the  end."  I  hope  that  we  will  vote  for  this 
appropriation <  At  all  events,  let  the  honor  of  the 
Senate  be  clear  of  any  imputation  of  inhospitality . 

Mr.  PRATT.    For  my  life,  Mr.  President,  I 
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oaimot  sea  what  the  honor  of  the  Senate  has  to  do 
with  the  question  under  consideration.  I  hope  I 
have  as  nice  a  sense  of  honor  as  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
or  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  do  not  question  that  at  all, 
sir. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Now,  what  is  the  question? 
This  individual,  as  they  say,  has  been  invited  as 
the^est  of  the  nation.  Sir,  has  lie  not  been  en- 
tertained ?  He  has  been  entertained,  and  has  now 
departed  from  among  us.  Everything  has  been 
done  by  the  committee,  according  to  their  own 
showing,  necessary  to  be  done  in  regtird  to  the 
treatment  of  this  individual,  as  the  guest  of  the 
nation.  Therefore,  the  honor  of  the  nation,  so 
far  as  this  individual  is  concerned,  has  been  com- 
plied with  and  satisfied,  by  the  committee  enter- 
taining him  according  to  their  own  views.  Now, 
what  IS  the  question?  It  is  not  the  application  of 
Kossuth  to  have  this  bill  paid.  He  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  No  credit  was  given  to  him  by  the 
party  who  brings  this  bill  to  the  Senate  for  pay- 
ment,'but  it  is  an  application  on  the  part  or  the 
committee  for  payment  to  the  individual.  And 
now  the  honoraole  Senator  says  that  it  is  dishon- 
orable to  the  Senate  and  the  country  to  direct  any 
inquiry  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  correctness  of 
the  bill  for  articles  ordered  by  the  Senate — that  it 
is  dishonorable  to  inquire  whether  these  articles 
have  been  furnished  or  not.  That  is  the  proposi- 
tion. Kossuth  has  been  introduced,  and  Kossuth 
has  awakened  your  sympathies,  1  have  no  doubt. 
He  has  departed  from  among  us;  a  bill  is  pre- 
sented by  one  ot  our  own  citizens,  who,  at  the 
instance  of  the  committee,  supplied  the  articles 
necessary  for  his  entertainment,  and  asking  pay- 
ment for  these  articles,  and  we  are  not  even  to  in- 
quire what  those  articles  were.  Sir,  cannot  we  as 
well  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  paying  that  bill 
as  we  could  inquire  into  the  proprietv  of  paying 
anyother  bill  for  articles  ordered  by  the  Senate? 

Why  is  there  such  a  degree  of  sensitiveness  on 
the  part  of  gentlemen  in  regard  to  this  matter? 
What  is  there  which  is  dishonorable  in  this  in- 
quiry ?  If  the  Senate  had  ordered  these  articles 
to  be  supplied  for  ourselves,  or  for  anybody  else, 
is  it  not  always  useful  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  paying  a  bill  ?  Are  not  the  items  examined  bv 
somebody,  to  ascertain  that  they  are  reasonable? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  says 
that  he  is  for  paying  this  bill,  so  far  as  it  is  rea- 
sonable. Sir,  who  is  against  paying  it,  so  far 
as  it  reasonable?  But  how  are  you  to  ascertain 
whether  it  is  reasonable  or  not,  unless  we  or  some- 
body else  is  to  see  the  items  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland  will  allow  me,  I  would  beg  to  say,  that 
he  misunderstands  me.  I  was  for  paying  the  bill 
when  audited  by  the  committee  or  the  Secretory. 
All  I  meant  to  say  was,  that  I  had  no  idea  of  cav- 
iling about  the  amount,  whether  it  was  |4,000  or 
(5,000.  The  committee  will  determine'  that  as 
provided  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MANGUM.    Let  the  resolution  be  read, 

Mr.  PRATT.  One  moment,  sir.  The  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  expressly  said  that  if  the  bill 
was  reasonable  it  should  be  paid;  and  he  vrill  not 
say,  nor  will  any  man  sny,  that  if  it  should  be 
unreasonable  it  ought  to  be  paid.  How  is  it  thi\t 
when  these  articles  have  been  furnished  to  this  in- 
dividual no  inquiry  is  to  be  made  about  it?  What 
impropriety  is  there  in  makine  such  an  inquiry  ? 
That  IS  the  ordinary  course.  The  individual  him- 
self has  nothing  on  earth  to  do  with  it.  The  res- 
olution does  not  direct  that  the  committee  shall 
examine  the  account,  which  I  .think  it  ought  to  do. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Let  the  resolution  be  read 
again.  

Mr.  PRATT.  I  have  no  objection  to  have  it 
read. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  directs  that  an  inquiry  of 
this  kind  be  made. 

The  resolution  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  BADGER.  My  friend  will  notice  that 
nothing  is  to  be  paid  unless  under  the  approval  of 
the  committee,  and  certainly  he  will  not  say  that 
the  items' of  the  bill  should  be  examined  in  open 
Senate.  Such  a  duty  has  always  been  performed 
by  a  committee. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Certainly  not.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  will  have  been  noticed  by  you,  and  by 
others  of  the  Senate,  that  I  spoke  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  discussion  in  good  humor,  and 
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that,  therefore,  the  remarks  which  have  been 
directed  to  myself  were  uncalled  fbr.  But  it  is 
said  that  the  examination  of  these  items  will  be 
caviling  at  them,  and  that  to  examine  them  will 
be  to  disgrace  the  individual;  that  it  will  be  *<  belit- 
tling'* him,  and  •*  belittling**  ourselves, and  *«stul- 
tifvmg**  ourselves;  and  I  do  not  know  how  many 
other  epithets  were  applied  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  [Mr.  Shields]  to  what  I  said 
with  good  humor,  rather  with  a  view  of  producing* 
a  pleasant  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  than 
any  other.  Sir,  I  assert  tnat  there  is  no  man  in 
the  Senate  who  will  say  with  more  sincerity  than 
I  do,  that  so  far  as  this  bill  is  right  it  ought  to  be 
paid.  But  it  ought  to  be  examined  by  somebody 
or  other  fully  authorized  by  the  Senate  to  examine 
it,  and  then  so  far  as  it  is  right  it  ou^ht  to  be  paid. 
I  never  doubted  that  proposition.  1  am  for  pay- 
ing it,  but  I  can  see  no  omection  to  examining  it. 

The  original  resolution  has  been  handed  to  me 
since  I  commenced  speaking.    It  is  in  these  words: 

**  Re$olved  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Jlmerieu  in  Congres*  assembled. 
Tbat  the  CongreiM  of  the  United  Statei,  in  the  name  aod 
liehalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stale*,  give  to  Louis 
Kossuth  a  cordial  welcome  to  tlie  capital  and  to  the  couu- 
try.»» 

As  has  already  been  said ,  a  proposition  to  amend 
was  made  to  include  Kossuth's  stUte  with  him, 
but  it  was  rejected — rejected  by  the  peculiar  friends 
of  Kossuth  himself.  I  have  said  this  much,  deem- 
ing it  necessary  because  of  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Mr.  President,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  this  Kossuth  matter  up  to  the 
present  hour  1  have  been  peculiarly  situated — ^sit- 
uated  somewhat  as  poor  Hungary  is  situated,  with 
^lussia  on  the  one  hand  and  Austria  on  the  other. 
[The  honorable  Senator  is  seated  between  Mr. 
Clcmeni  and  Mr.  Pratt.]  But,  sir,  I  have  been 
rather  neutral;  I  have  been  afraid  to  **  intervene,** 
either  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other.  [Laughter.] 
But  as  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  this  bill  must 
be  paid,  thai  it  must  be  footed,  and  that  the  money 
must  come  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
whether  it  be  by  apprapriaUon  under  a  joint- reso- 
lution, or  whether  it  be  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Senate,  I  take  it,  to  use  a  cant  phrase,  that 
it  is  "  the  people's  money'*— come  from  whatever 
quarter  it  may. 

I  have  heard  no  constitutional  objection  to  pay- 
ing it  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate; 
and,  for  a  wonder,  the  Constitution  has  not  been 
interposed  from  any  quarter.  I  shall  vote  against 
postponing  this  matter.  I  shall  vote  for  paying 
the  bill  now  as  a  matter  of  economy,  that  it  may 
be  ended  once  for  all.  Whether  it  be  from  the 
influence  of  my  friend  on  my  right,  or  the  Sena- 
tor on  my  left,  I  have  looked  upon  this  whole 
matter  rather  suspiciously.  I  had  an  indistinct 
idea  that  there  was  something  of  hum  buggery 
mixed  up  with  it.  Now  let  us  end  it.  I  think 
when  we  foot  this  bill  and  pay  it  off,  it  will  be  the 
end  of  Kossuth,  and  perhaps  the  end  of  the  doc- 
trine of  intervention. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  will  not  go  that.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ATCHINSON.  I  trust  so,  at  all  events. 
Then,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  and  as  a  matter 
of  justice  to  the  hotel  keeper,  the  man  who  is  in- 
terested in  this  resolution,  I  am  for  paying  the  bill 
now.  It  is  not  now  a  question  between  Kossuth 
and  the  Senate,  or  between  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  Kossuth;  but  it  is  a  question 
l)etween  the  hotel  keeper,  and  the  Senate,  or  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  both.  If  we  pass  a 
joint  resolution — as  all  agree  it  must  be  paid — it 
goes  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  it  makes  an 
appropriation;  and  I  am  told  that,  under  the  rules 
of  that  House,  every  bill  or  resolution  which  makes 
an  appropriation  eoes  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  Gted 
knows  how  many  presidential  speeches  would 
there  be  hung  upon  this  simple  resolution.  We 
do  not  know  how  many  days,  how  many  weeks, 
or  how  many  months  might  be  consumed  in  the 
discussion  of  this  great  question.  Then,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  economy,  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it,  the  bet- 
ter for  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  We 
have  already  spent  about  an  hour  in  the  discussion 
of  this  question.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  postponed; 
and  I  trust,  further,  that  if  we  are  compelled  to 
foot  the  bill,  we  will  do  it  now,  and  pay  it  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  desire  to  take  the  question  first 


srae 


on  making  that  a  joint  resolutioii,  and  move  an 
amendment  to  that  effect. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  moved  to  amend  th« 
resolution  by  changing  its  form,  so  as  to  makt  it 
read  as  fbliowa: 

**  Risolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejntteideam 
of  the"^  United  States  <^  Jtmeriea  in  Cfongrest  assewMiL 
That  the  expenses  incurred,''  he.  ' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  twoonlj 
on  that  question.  As  to  the  bill,  1  liave  notbbr 
to  say  upon  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  iea?e  it 
to  the  committee.  As  to  Kossuth's  suite,  1  think 
it  is  altogether  proper  that  they  should  be  support* 
ed  at  the  public  expense  while  they  were  here  wiib 
him.  We  could  not  expect  him  to  come  here  alont. 
It  seems  to  me  that  is  rather  a  small  matter;  buttiu 
other  is  the  difHculty  with  me.  The  resolutioc 
recites  the  joint  action  of  Congress  in  asking  Mr. 
Kossuth  to  come  here  as  the  guest  of  the  nation. 
it  recites  that  it  was  done  by  ihe  Congress  of  \k 
United  States;  and  now,  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenses,  we  propose  to  pay  them  out  of  tliecoc- 
tingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  I  repeat,  there  is  &o 
propriety  in  that.  The  contingent  fund  of  th«  Sen- 
ate was  meant  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Senate 
as  such.  Why,  sir,  what  is  the  value  of  ipecHc 
appropriations,  which  the  Democratic  partv  hiTc 
advocated  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson?  The 
object  is  to  decrease  the  amount  of  contingent  pay- 
ments, and  make  everything  as  specific  as  vecaii. 
The  smallest  claim  in  the  Union,  unless  therein 
prei^xisting  appropriation  for  it,  has  to  come  to 
Congress  to  De  allowed  and  get  a  specific  appro- 
priation. It  is  a  great  principle  which  is  inrolred 
in  this  question.  I  repeat,  it  is  not  to  the  bill  that 
I  object;  I  am  willing  to  leave  that  to  the  cotDinit- 
tee.  I  am  perfectly^wilHng  to  extend  to  the  nib 
the  necessary  support.  I  think  that  is  all  right 
But  because  the  House  of  Representatives  mar 
not  act  upon  the  joint  resolution ,  is  that  any  re&soe 
why  we  should  not  pass  it  ?  Is  it  the  proper  comt 
for  us  t<^  pursue,  not  to  do  our  duty,  presuDposii^ 
that  they  will  not  do  theirs,  or  that  they  will  waite 
their  time  in  useless  and  idle  discussions  ?  Noth- 
ing is  more  important  than  that  specific  appropri- 
ations should  be  made,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  them.  It  was  a  great  doctrine  taiteht  by 
Mr.  Jefferson;  and  there  is  no  man  who  itnowi 
the  course  of  Mr.  Randolph,  but  knows  tbst  it 
was  one  of  the  first  things  he  urged  in  Consrefli 
Our  object  is  to  give  as  litUe  discretion  to  the  ac- 
counting officers  as  possible;  to  make  the  appro* 
priations  specific,  ana  let  theofflcers act  upon  tlietD 
under  the  operation  of  the  law.  I  repeat  ii  is  no 
objection  to  this  course,  this  legal  constitutional 
course,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  not 
do  their  duty.    Ipresuppose  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  should  like  to  knov  rery 
much,  sir,  how  a  specific  ©pproprtation  "tan  b* 
made  in  this  case  ?    One  dozen  of  champs^, 
four  and  twenty  or  fifty  dollars,  as  the  case  maf 
be;  half  a  dozen  bottles  of  cologne,  and  vsrioos 
other  matters !    Sir,  Mr.  JeflTtrson's  doctrine nerer 
touched  such  a  case  as  this.    The  thing  is  impfw- 
ticable  in  the  nature  of  the  case.    I  know  9om^ 
thing  about  the  doctrine  of  jipecific  anpropriationi. 
When  I  was  a  very  youne  man  ana  a  menibef « 
the  other  House,  we  undertook  to  carry  it  •«*• 
With   that  view,  on  the  naval  appropriatioot, 
a  committee  of  conference  was  got  up  from  th« 
other  House,  and  one  from  the  Senate;  and  Mr. 
Rufus  King  and  the  late  Mr.  Lloyd,  thw  a  repre- 
sentative of  Massachusetts,  made  a  report,  aw 
the  result  of  the  endeavor  was  to  show  as  uttie 
foresight  as  could  be  shown.    The  effect  of  it  «* 
a  crippling  of  the  whole  operation  of  ♦he  Twp« 
service.    Sir,  as  to  this  Kossuth  movement,  i  new 
it  with  contempt;  and  so  view,  though  with  a  mn« 
more  energetic  feeling,  the  doctrhie  which  he  has 
broached  since  he  left  the  city  of  Washin^o-  * 
have  no  sympathy  with  it;  but  if  we  have  con- 
tracted an  obligation,  let  us  get  out  of  it,  and,  as  i 
said  before,  to  do  it  gracefully  constitutes  more 
than  half  its  worth.    When  General  Utnytae 
was  here.  I  remember,  under  the  recomnwnjla- 
tion  of  President  Monroe,  we  reported  a  bill  to 
give  him  |200,000  and  a  township  of  land.   Tbtfe 
was  a  minority  opposed  to  it.    They  were  agaijai 
exceeding  $100,000.    The  question  came  up  for 
consideration,  the  General  having  been  inritefl 
here,  and  tendered  a  passage  id  a  national  ship; 
and,  sir.  I  think  the  other  branch  of  the  Leeti»- 
ture  almost  unanimously  feU  that  we  should  lower 
oursdres  rery  mudi  in  the  public  judgment,  u 
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in  making  a  gratuity,  we  should  weigh  it  as  fine 
gold.  That  was  Uie  first  occasion  upon  which  1 
ever  ad(ires8e<i  that  House  in  my  life,  to  repudiate 
that  idea.  The  appropriation  was  voted  to  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  with  only  seven  or  eight  opposed  to 
it.  You,  Mr.  President,  were  then  a  member  of 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  it  passed  here 
with  an  overwhelming  majority.  There  were 
about  ten  or  fifteen,  or  perhaps  not  so  many,  op- 
posed  to  it. 

Sir,  I  can  see  no  merit  in  our  Government  hav- 
ing tendered  a  national  ship  to  a  mere  revolution- 
ary mover  in  the  Old  World — I  allude  to  Mr. 
Kossuth;  one  who  had  never  rendered  any  ser- 
vice to  this  country;  and  one  who,  so  far  as  we 
know,  has  rendered  none  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
We  were  brought  into  that  without  due  reflection. 
1  hope  we  shall  never  do  so  again;  but  having  in- 
curred these  expenses,  I  think  we  ought  to  meet 
them  without  counting  the  cost.  The  committee 
is  to  examine  the  bill.  That  committee  consists 
of  three  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  this 
body — the  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Casi,] 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shielos,]  and  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sswaro.]  If  they 
have  not  learned  arithmetic  enough  to  settle  the 
account  of  this  hottl  keeper,  1  think  we  never  shall. 
It  strikes  me  as  an  extravagant  bill.  However,  I 
shall  leave  it  to  those  gentlemen  to  say  what  is 
right,  and  I  shall  not  quibble  about  it.  1  hope  the 
subject  will  not  be  postponed,  and  that  we  will 
consume  no  more  time  upon  it;  but  take  a  vote, 
and  dispose  of  it  finally. 

Mr.  UASS.  I  desire  to  say  one  word,  in  an- 
swer to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina.  He  speaks  about  champagne.  I  do 
not  know  whether  there  is  anv  in  the  bill.  He 
probably  understands  it  better  than  1  do.  He  asks 
whether  every  bottle  of  champagne — and  1  sup- 
pose every  mouthful — is  to  be  puv  in  the  specinc 
appropriation  ?  Nobody  ever  thought  of  such  a 
thing.  The  honorable  Senator  did  not  aisk  the 
question  seriously.  In  a  specific  appropriation,  we 
leave  the  accounting  ofiicers^to  carry  the  details 
into  effecL  I  am  for  making  a  specim;  appropria- 
tion in  this  case  of  $5,00U,  or  $4,000«  or  $3,000, 
or  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of 
Kossuth,  and  leave  the  investigation  to  the  com- 
mittee to  determine  whether  the  items  are  proper. 
What  they  determine  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 
No  man  dreams  of  going  over  every  item  in  the 
bUl. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  If  the  Senator  will  permit  me, 

I  will  ask  him  a  question.^  If  this  is  not  a  specific 

appropriation  now,  will  it  be  made  mors  so  by 

changing  it  from  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  a 

joint  resolution  of  both  Houses? 

Mr.  CASS.  That  has  nothing  to  da  with  it. 
Specific  appropriations  are  not  made  by  the  action 
of  die  Senate,  but  by  the  joint  action  of  tlie  Sen- 
ate, House  of  Representatives,  and  President  of 
the  United  States.  Allow  me  to  say,  that  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Cfovernment,  I  believe,  in 
asking  appropriations  for  the  Army,  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  say  so  many  millions  for  the  Army. 
Who  would  venture  to  ask  such  an  appropriation 
for  the  Army  now  ?  They  would  ask  so  much  for 
the  pay  of  oflicers;  so  much  for  subsistence;  so 
much  for  clothing;  so  much  for  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers;  so  much  for  the  medical  department; 
so  much  for  each  particular.  Specific  appropri- 
ations ahould  be  made  to  check  abuses.  That 
ia  their  obiect.  No  man  pretends  that  you  can, 
beforehand,  set  down  every  item.  But,  as  is 
done  in  every  constitutional  government,  you  can 
make  your  appropriation  for  the  object  10  which 
it  ia  to  be  applicKi,  and  then  you  can  hold  your 
executive  ofincers  responsible  for  the  proper  ap- 
plication of  the  money,  and  the  proper,  legal  ad* 
lustment  of  the  accounts  rendered  under  iL  The 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Mangum]  saya,  that  he  formerly  made  a  speech 
to  shovr  that  specific  appropriations  were  usele&s. 
Mr.  MANGUM.  Oh,  no. 
Mr.  CASS.  I  thought  that  was  the  amount  of 
iie  remark. 
Mr.  MJlNGUM.    My  remark  was,  that  when 

46 


you  attempt  to  tie  them  up  to  the  line  of  precision, 
It  very  often  cripples  the  public  service. 

Mr.  CASS.  That  crippling  has  come  down  to 
us  for  half  a  century,  and  will  go  on,  I  trust,  as 
long  as  we  are  a  Government.  Suppose  you 
should  undertake  to  say  that  ^2,000,000  should 
be  appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  leave  the  Executive  to  apply  it;  is  there 
a  man  in  either  House  of  Congress  who  would 
advocate  such  a  plan  ?  It  would  be  hooted,  or  the 
public  voice  would  hoot  us  out.  Well,  then,  the 
nearer  you  get  to  a  specific  appropriation  in  every 
case,  the  nearer  you  get  to  a  compliance  with  the 
true  rule. 

As  to  the  -question  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  1  would  say.  that  he  mistakes  the  whole 
question  in  dispute  between  us.  It  is  simply  a 
question  of  the  proper  application  to  be  made  of 
the  contingent  fund.  It  is  no  question  of  a  spe- 
cific appropriation,  or  of  a  latitudinarian  appro- 
priation. It  is  no  question  of  appropriation  at 
all,  but  a  question  of  application.  You  appro- 
priate so  much  for  the  pay  of  members,  so  much 
for  this  contingent  expense  and  the  other;  now, 
what  are  they,  fairly,  honestly  and  purely  ?  They 
are  the  expenses  necessary  to  enable  you  to  get 
along  in  your  legislative  capacity — ^payment  of 
officeia,  and  thing;s  of  that  description.    But  now 

Sou  come  to  us  with  a  resolution  passed  by  both 
louses  of  Congress,  and  signed  by  the  President, 
inviting  the  guest  of  the  nation  to  come  here,  and 
you  wish  to  appropriate  the  amount  of  his  ex- 
penses out  of  tlie  contingent  fund  of  this  body.  I 
repeat  it  is  not  proper.  You  say  that  Lafayette 
was  paid.  But  was  he  paid  the  $200,000  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate?  Did  any  man 
dream  that  it  was  so?  Would  there  have  been 
found  one  man  in  either  House  who  would  odvo- 
cute  such  a  course,  or  have  even  proposed  to  give 
to  Lafayette  (^200,000  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
Senate?  No,  sir;  it  was  a  regular  act  of  Congress. 
I  shall  vote  for  this  appropriation  with  pleasure, 
if  it  is  put  in  the  form  of  an  appropriauon  to  be 
made  by  Congress,  so  that  it  may  take  the  accus- 
tomed course  in  passing  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  desire  to  say  but  a  few  words. 
All  seem  to  admit  that  we  have  incurred  a  liability 
to  pay  these  expenses.  How  has  that  liabihty 
been  incurred  ?  By  a  law  of  Congress,  or  by  a 
direct  joint  resolution,  which  has  the  same  force 
as  a  law,  which  was  passed  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  This  proposition  is  to  pay  the  expenses 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  which  is 
given  for  a  particular  object — the  payment  of  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  by 
itself.  Now,  this  is  either  a  debt  owing  to  the 
tavern-keeper,  or  an  obligation  of  politeness  we 
are  under  to  Mr.  Kossuth.  It  seems  to  be  treated 
in  both  capacities.  Take  it  in  either.  Sir,  the 
proper  mode  of  doing  it,  unless  you  sanction  an 
abuse  in  legislation,  is  by  a  regular,  legal  appro- 
priation by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  pass- 
ing all  the  departments  which  hold  a  check  on  our 
expenditures.  » 

This  is  a  matter  in  which  gentlemen  say,  our 
courtesy  is  concerned,  in  which  our  obligations 
also  are  concerned.  Well,  there  are  other  cases 
in  which  there  are  just  as  strong  obligations,  and 
as  much  courtesy  due  from  this  body  towards 
claimants,  as  in  this  instance  are  due  towards  the 
hotel-keeper.  I  know  there  are  bilUi  lying  upon 
the  table,  providing  for  the  payment  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  just  debts  which  they  have  against 
the  United  States,  which  have  been  reported  upon 
frequently  by  committees  of  both  Houses  of  Cfon- 
gress,  but  because  they  have  been  discussed  in 
one  House,  or  time  did  not  permit  them  to  be 
passed,  have  failed;  and  they  are  still  here. 

The  reason  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Atchison]  furnishes,  that  they 
will  discuss  presidential  questions  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  tbis  resolution,  might  apply  to 
every  bill.  Then,  according  to  that  doctrine,  we 
should  have  to  change  our  whole  proceedings. 
Would  it  not  be  just  as  legal,  and  proper,  and  ap- 
propriate, to  take  up  one  of  these  meritorious  bills 
for  the  payment  of  $1,000  or  |5,000  in  favor  of 


some  individual  who  has  a  just  claim  upon  the 
Government,  and  pay  it  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Senate,  because  there  would  not  be 
lime  to  pass  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives? 
That  would  be  just  as  legitimate  a  reason  for  us 
to  take  such  a  course  to  uke  money  out  of  the 
Treasury,  as  it  would  be  in  this  case.  But  it  is 
altogether  an  assumption  that  it  will  be  discussed 
in  the  House  and  not  passed.  We  do  not  know 
anything  about  that.  My  plan  is  to  act,  and  take 
our  share  of  the  responsibility,  and  trust  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  beheve  they  will  be 
as  just  and  as  dignified  as  we;  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  to  constitute  this  a 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.   DAVIS.    The  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York,  when  the  discussion  was  commenced 
inquired  of  me  in  whicli  form  I  would  give  the 
resolution  a  preference  ?    1  replied ,  as  a  joint  reso- 
lution.   As  that  topic  is  under  discussion,  I  wish 
to  state  my  reason  for  giving  that  opinion.    It  is 
now  proposed,  by  this  resolution,  to  take  money 
from  what  is  coiled  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  make  these  payments.    That 
contingent  fund  is  money  already  appropriated— 
appropriated  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for 
the  urfe  of  the  Senate,  in  payment  of  its  contin- 
gent expenses.     If  this  is  a  contingent  expense  of 
the  Senate,  then  it  is  proper  to  make  this  appHca- 
tion  of  the  money.    I  thought  that  it  was  a  little 
doubtful  whetlier  it  would  faff  amon^  that  descrip- 
tion of  expenditure  that  we  ordinarily  consider  tha 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate;  and  therdbre 
it  was  that  I  answered  that  1  would  prefer  a-joint 
resolution.    I   cannot  perceive  that  the  House 
could  have  within  its  contemplation,  when  it  agreed 
to  give  this  contingent  fund,  an  expenditure  of 
this  description;  though  perhaps  in  some  instan- 
ces we  adopl,  as  contingent,  payments  that  are  of 
as  doubtful  a  character  as  this.    I  shall,  however, 
find  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  supporting  it  as  a 
contingent  expense,  or  as  a  joint  resoluUon;  for 
that  this  bill  ought  to  be  paid  admits  of  no  doubt; 
it  can  admit  of  no  doubt.    Why,  sir,  if  any  man 
of  spirit  and  honor,  for  whose  benefits  bill  of  this 
sort  was  incurred,  could  have  listened  to  this  de- 
bate, he  would  liave  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
and  paid  the  hotel-keeper  himself.     Why  has  it 
not  been  done  ?    It  has  not  been  done,  because  a 
committee  of  this  body  and  a  committee  of  the 
other  House,  having  the  matter  in  charge,  gave 
thia  gentleman  to  understand  that  he  would  bt 
welcome  to  his  lodgings;  that  no  compensation, 
and  no  equivalent  was  to  be  expected  from  him.  ' 
Now,  whatever  might  be  my  views  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  individual,  or  of  the  course  of  life 
which  he  has  pursued,  I  should  deem  this  the 
most  improper  motive  for  me  to  withdraw  myself 
from  this  transaction.    I  would  meet  the  bill  and 
pay  it  fairiy,  be  it  what  it  may.    Nor  would  I  in- 
ouire  into  the  particulars  of  such  a  bill.    I  hardly 
think  it  is  compaiible  with  the  character  and  dig^ 
nity  of  the  two  Houses  to  so  into  the  items  of  the 
^penditure.    It  is  enough  that  you  appoint  a 
committee  to  look  into  the  business,  to  talce  care 
of  your  rights,  and  see  that  what  to  them  is  satis- 
factory is  done.  That  is  enough  for  me.   I  wouhi 
not  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  amount  was  reas- 
onable or  unreasonable. 

The  Government  paid  this  gentleman  a  great 
compliments-one  that  is  almost  unparallelal  ia 
the  nistory  of  the  country,  there  being  but  one 
precedent  for  a  similar  course  of  procedure.  They 
gave  him  a  welcome  to  the  ^q>ital  and  to  the 
country.  And  the  committee,  in  my  judgment, 
did  right,  when  they  thought  that  the  spirit  of  hos- 
pitality in  the  Government  should  be  carried  out 
by  making  further  provision  for  his  entertainment. 
I,  for  one,  approve  of  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued. And  now  1  wonld  meet  this  obligation- 
meet  it  manfully,  and  pay  it,  as  it  becomes  us 
to  do. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  know  to  what  portion 
of  this  debate  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator fh>m  Massachusetts  are  intended  as  a  reply. 
I  would  ask  him  to  state,  who  upon  this  floor  has 
said  that  this  bill  is  not  to  be  paid?     I  hara 
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heard  no  one  my  eo.  Every  one  has  said  that  the 
bill  is  to  be  paid.  All  this  declamation  about 
honor  is  to  mean  something  or  nothing.  What 
does  it  mean?  Every  one  admits  the  bUl  is  to  be 
paid;  but  is  it  incompatible  with  honor  that  there 
should  be  some  party  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
reasonable  or  not?  It  is  simply  the  bill  of  a  hotel 
keeper 

Mr.  DAVIS.  If  the  Senator  alludes  to  me,  I 
will  bee  to  make  one  remark.  I  spoke  of  my 
own  individual  feelings,  and  of  those  of  no  pther 
person.        

Mr.  PRATT.  I  do  not  know  what  was  the 
use  of  sayine  it  would  be  dishonorable  to  do  this; 
and  that^  if  uie  gentleman  had  been  present  and 
h^ard  this  debate,  he  would  have  put  his  hands 
into  his  pocket,  and  paid  the  bill  himself.  No  man 
has  maae  the  question  whether  the  nation  is  not 
to  pay  the  bill*-to  pay  what  is  right;  but  still,  the 
quesuon  is  made,  whether  there  cannot  be  an  in- 
quiry instituted  as  to  the  amount  of  the  bill.  A 
hotel  keeper  has  presented  a  bill  to  a  committee  of 
the  Senate,  and  they  say  that  that  bill  is  to  be  paid 
without  examination.  That  is  the  proposition  on 
one  side;  and  the  proposition  upon  the  other  side 
is,  that  it  is  not  incompatible  with  honor  that  we 
should  inquire  into  the  items  of  that  bill — that 
somebody  should  inquire — some  accounting  offi- 
cer— whether  the  bill  is  right  or  wrong. 

Mr.  BADGER.  My  friend  from  Maryland 
has  fallen  into  a  singular  error.  The  resolution 
expressly  requires  that  what  is  to  be  paid,  is  to  be 
paid  upon  the  approval  of  the  committee.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  usual  course  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PRATT.  We  do  notdiffer  at  all.  If  this 
committee  is  to  inquire  first  into  the  items  of  the 
bill,  if  they  are  to  be  invested  witli  the  power  of 
ascertaining  the  correctness  of  the  bill,  1  shall  be 
satisfied.  But  I  am  not  speaking  of  what  that 
Senator  says;  I  am  replying  to  the  argument  made, 
on  the  other  side,  which  is  based  on  the  hypothesis 
that  it  is  dishonorable  to  inquire  whether  the  bill 
isrieht  or  wronr,and  that  it  must  be  paid  now. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  had  not  the  intention  of 
charging  anything  like  dishonor  upon  the  Senator 
from  Maryland.  I  only  felt  that  it  would  be  a 
little  wanting  in  dignity  to^ointoan  investigation, 
in  the  Senate,  of  the  little  items  of  this  bill.  I  be- 
lieve he  would  be  the  last  man  to  do  it.  I  do  not 
at  all  mean  to  impute  any  wrong  motive  to  the 
Senator. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    I  have  not,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  this  discussion,  objected  to  the  payment 
of  this  bill;  nor  have  I  heard  any  one,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maryland  remarked,  object  to  it.    I 
proposed,  for  the  single  reason  I  stated,  that  the 
furtner  consideration  of  the  resolution  should  be 
postponed;  not  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it,  and  for  the  payment  of  it,  now.    The 
Senate  having  decided  that  they  will  not  postpone 
It,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  now.    But,  sir,  I  wish 
to  say,  in  r^ard  to  a  remark  which  fell  from  the 
Senator  from  Michi^n,  [Mr.  Cass,]  that  I  do 
not  understand  how  it  can  be  considered  a  small 
jifiair,  or  a  very  small  matter,  unworthy  to  be  in- 
troduced here.    The  Senate  did  positively  refuse, 
upon  a  substantial  proposition,  to  include  any  one 
in  the  invitation  extended  to  Louis  Kossuth  but 
himself,  after  full  discussion  on  the  subject.    The 
proposition  having  been  brought  forward  to  pro- 
vide for  the  entertainment  of  those  who  were  to 
accompany  Kossuth,  and  it  having  been  rejected, 
I  do  not  see  how  the  Senator  can  think  it  an  im- 
material, small,  or  irrelevant  matter,  to  be  con- 
.sidered  in  this  connection.    It  will  be  recollected, 
also,  that  this  very  proposition  was    not  only 
mfide,  but  carried  without  opposition,  to  the  ob- 
jection then  made  to  this  business  of  receiving  and 
entertaining  Mr.  Kossuth,  without  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  other  House.     It  was  expressly 
stated  by  a  late  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
PooTB,^  when  I  made  a  proposition  to  include  an 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  paying  these  ex- 
penses, as  an  objection  to  that,  that  its  going-  to 
the  other  House  asa  ioint  resolution  would  defeat 
it.    The  same  apprenension  seems  to  be  enter- 
tained now.    G^tlemen  are  afraid  to  trust  the 
other  House.    They  are  afraid  to  send  the  matter 
there,  as  the  House  might  investigate  it.    I  con- 
ceive it  can  be  for  no  other  reason.    Putting  the 
two  circumstances  together,  it  seems  to  me  to 
make  out  a  cjuie  which  leaves  as  ground  for  the 
■uspicion,  at  least,  that  the  object  of  making  this 
appropriation  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 


Senate  is  to  avoid  the  discussion  which  it  will  un- 
dergo in  the  other  House,  and  the  chances  of  be- 
ing there  defeated.  In  appropriating  money  oat 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  1  am  not  for  avoiding  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  other  House.  I  thipkit  is  right  that,  not 
only  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  but  in  every  case,  such  a 
proposition  should  undergo  the  scrutiny  of  both 
Houses.  The  Constitution  requires  it;  former  le- 
gislation requires  it;  and,  I  thmk,  the  experience 
of  the  country  justifies  it;  and  everything  adds  to 
the  force  and  propriety  of  the  requirement;  and 
for  these  reasons  I  wish  to  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  say  one  word  to  my 
friend  from  Arkansas.  If  the  whole  House  of 
Representatives  were,  to  a  man,  opposed  to  the 
payment  of  this  bill,  it  would  furnish  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  paid,  and  would  not  relieve 
this  Senate  from  their  responsibility  to  pay  it. 
Mr.  Kossuth  came  here,  and  was  received  by  our 
committee,  acting  under  our  joint  resolution;  he 
was  by  them  placed  in  the  quarters  which  he  oc- 
cupied. He  was  placed  there  upon  their  author- 
ity and  their  responsibility  as  our  representatives; 
and  he  had  been  there,  I  believe,  some  ten  days 
before  any  committee  was  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  him  by  the  House.  No  com- 
mittee of  the  House  ever  joined  in  the  action  (by 
which  he  was  put  in  those  quarters,  or  assumed 
any  responsibility)  on  the  part  of  the  House  for 
making  the  compensation.  Therefore,  I  say  it 
would  be  wrone  for  us  to  submit  this  question  to 
the  House.  What  our  committee  has  done,  we 
are  bound  to  see  respected  and  carried  through  by 
the  power  which  we  possess  of  doing  it.  That  is 
the  view  I  take  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  is  mistaken.  It  has  been  clearly 
shown  by  the  Senators  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
Clarke]  and  Vir;^inia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  that  Mr. 
Kossuth  was  not  invited  here,  and  not  received 
here,  and  not  entertained  here  upon  the  invitation 
of  the  Senate  alone;  but  by  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BADQER.  There  is  no  sort  of  inconsist- 
ency in  that.  I  know  there  was  a  joint  resolution, 
somewhat  in  the  French  style — *'The  American 
people  give  to  Louis  Kossuth  a  cordial  welcome 
to  the  capital  and  the  country."  1  know  that  that 
was  so.  It  was  a  flourish.  But  this  Senate,  be- 
fore he  arrived  here,  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive  him,  without  any  action  of  the  House; 
and  they  placed  him  in  the  lodgings  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  lefl  the  city. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  That  is  exactly  the  fact.  No 
committee  had  been  appointed  by  the  other  House 
when  Mr.  Kossuth  arrived  in  this  city.  He  was 
met  by  us,  and  taken  by  us,  to  the  hotel,  and  re- 
ceived by  its  keeper  upon  the  contingency  of  pro- 
vision being  made  for  tne  payment  of  his  expenses. 
And  before  Kossuth  left  the  city^  he  offered  to  pay 
the  expense  himself,  but  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  not  to  do  ao. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  question  of  so  amending  Uie  resolution 
as  to  make  it  a  joint  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SOULE.  I  wish  to  ascertain  distinctly  the 
ikct,  whether  these  expenses  were  incurred  under 
thejresponsibility  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
this  bcKly? 

Mr.  SHI  ELDS.  They  were  solely  and  wholly 
incurred  under  the  responsibility  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Senate.  The  committee  of  the 
other  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  in  fact, 
they  were  not,  at  the  time,  appointed. 

Mr.  SOULE.  That  being  the  case,  I  submit 
to  the  Senate,  whether,  under  any  circumstances, 
we  can  exonerate  ourselves  firom  the  responsibility 
accruing  out  of  that  fact?  As  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  iusi  now  has  properly  remarked, 
let  us  suppose,  tor  a  moment,  that  there  be  a  diffi- 
culty in  the  House  about  appropriating  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  satisfy  this  bill,  how  would  the 
Senate  stand  ?  I  cannot  hesitate,  myself,  in  the 
solution  of  this  question.  We  are  bound  to  pay 
it;  and.  being  bound  to  pay  it,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
resolution  as  it  stands. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays,  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  remitted — yeas 
16,  nays  21;  as  follow: 

YEAS — Measrs.  Bajrard,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Bmdhead, 
C»««,  Clarke,  D»vli,  Down*,  Oeyer,  Kiof ,  McRae,  Mason, 
Morton,  Pratt,  Ratk,  and  Upham— 16. 


NAYS— McMTi.  Atcbiton,  Badger,  Bel).  Brooke, ClMe. 
DtHlge  of  WiKonviD,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  ri»h,Ht^BjittW 
Jonea  of  lowm.  Jones  of  TenneMot,  Mufwa,  itwuS. 
Shields,  Smitli,  Souie,  Stockton,  Sumner,  UodtrmMid,  J 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  atyi  oi 
the  resolution;  and  they  were  ontered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  1  wish  to  sav  thml 
was  opposed  to  this  whole  proceeding  from  the 
beginning.  I  Mras  opposed  to  the  reception  of 
Louis  Kossuth  by  the  Senate.  Hot  the  Senate 
having  thought  proper  to  treat  him  as  they  htn 
done,  and  to  incur  the  expense,  as  my  friend  ftoa 
Massachusetts  has  observed,  I  regara  it  as  a  dotj 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  pay  the  bill— jost  u 
much  so  as  if  a  war  should  oe  declared  by  bodi 
Houses  of  Con^rress,  against  which  I  voted, ud 
then  a  proposition  were  made  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses that  might  have  been  incurred  by  in  pni> 
ecution. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Before  the  vote  is  Uken.I 
desire  to  say  one  word.  I  shall  voie  against  tlib 
resolution.  Not  that  I  am  opposed  to  paying  tk 
bill,  but  because  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  prvper 
way  of  paying  it.  I  vote  against  the  iiioae,io4 
not  against  the  amount  or  the  proposition  to  ptf. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  the  adoptioa 
of  the  resolution,  resulted — yeas  31,  nays  6;  u 
follow: 

VEAS — Messm.  Atchivnn,  Badger,  Bayard,  B^Bni- 
bury,  Brndttend,  Brooke,  Cbase,  Davi«,  DoAr*  of  rnxm. 
Kin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Downs,  Pish,  Geyer,  Rtmlia,lawa, 
Jonea  of  Iowa,  Jonea  of  Teiuiesaee,  Kinst  Mcftar,  Urn 
ram,  Ra^k,  Seward,  Shields,  Smith,  SoaU,  Suckios, 
;  SuiDoer,  Underwood,  Upbiun,  aind  Wade— 31. 

N AYS— Meftars.  Borland,  Cass,  Clarke,  Masoo,  Mflttt, 
and  Pratt— 6. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proced 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  hope  the  Senate  viQ 
not  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vir* 
ffinia.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cut] 
has  the  floor  to-day  on  the  Iowa  land  bill.  Ion- 
derstand  he  does  not  wish  to  occupy  it  more  thai 
half  an  hour;  aiVer  which  time  there  will  be  aboo^- 
ant  opportunity  to  go  into  Executive  session  and 
do  what  business  may  be  brought  before  the  Set- 
ate.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  be  agreed  to.  I 
am  confident  that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  vBl 
not  speak  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  tbeo  tliert 
will  be  more  time  lefl  than  is  usually  occupied  ia 
Executive  session. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  roost  perfect 
indifference  to  me.  I  have  not  much  to  say,  tnd 
I  have  no  wish,  one  way  or  the  other,  whether  I 
shall  go  on  now,  or  at  some  other  time. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  hope  the  moiion  will  wt 
be  adopted.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  is  wiU- 
ing  ana  prepared  to  go  on  to-day,  although  he  laji 
he  is  indifferent,  and  would  as  soon  sneak  some 
other  day.  But  the  interests  of  this  Iowa  Dill,  vhicb 
has  been  a  long  time  postponed,  call  upon  d>e Sen- 
ate with  a  great  deal  or  force,  for  consideration.anfl, 
if  possible,  for  a  vote  upon  it  at  this  time.  1  b<^| 
therefore,  that  as  the  Senate  is  now  full,  and  wU 
probably  be  so  for  an  hour  or  two  to  come,  ai«» 
as  the  Senator  from  Michigan  does  not  prapoieto 
occupy  the  Senate  a  very  long  while,  his  remarn 
may  be  heard  now;  and  that,  afterwards,  we  oaf 
bring  the  bill  to  a  vote. 

IVfr.  MASON.  There  is  an  urgent  considera- 
tion why  the  business  to  be  done  in  Execoun 
fiession  should  be  transacted  at  once.  Senatofi 
who  were  present  yesterday  when  we  went  ipio 
Executive  session,  know  the  propriety  ofdoinf 
so.  I  would  not  ask  the  Senate  to  ^o  into  &««* 
tive  session,  if  the  Senator  from  Michigan  wjthw 
to-day  to  occupy  the  floor.  But  I  understand  that 
it  is  indifferent  to  him  whether  or  not  hef^oes  oo 
to-day.  Only  a  remnant  of  the  day  is  j*^"^  * 
think  we  cannot  employ  it  better  than  in  Execa- 
tive  session.  . 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  It  has  been  hcitcofwt 
agreed  in  this  body,  that  we  are  to  come  here  on 
Tuesday  next  prepared  on  that  day  to  uke  the  tow 
upon  the  Iowa  land  bill.  I  know  there  are  aboot 
four  or  five  Senators  who  desire  to  be  heard  on 
the  bill  before  the  vote  is  taken.  That »»"  n««- 
sarily  consume  the  whole  of  Monday  and  ofTat*- 
day,  and  therefore  we  shall  not  be  aWe  to  take  tii« 
vote  on  Tuesday  at  the  usual  hour  of  adjourwneni, 
and  I  fear  we  abaU  havs  to  sit  uatif  lateuitw 
evening. 
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NIr.  BADGER.  Poa^ne  the  taking  of  the 
rote  untU  Wednesday  next. 

M:r.  JON£S»  of  Iowa.  If  •the  Senator  from 
Michigan  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  residue  of 
this  day — and  he  will  not  speak  K>ne er  than  until 
len  or.fifU«n  minutes  afler  three  o^clock — I  am 
[^ertain  we  shall  then  have  more  time  than  the 
Senate  usually  bestows  upon  Executive  business 
in  ai^y  one  day.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Iowa 
land  bill  will  not  be  laid  asid^ 

Xhe  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  under  considerar- 
tlon .  The  motion  is  not  to  lay  it  aside,  but  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. 

The  motiot)  was  agreed  to. 

And .  after  some  time  spent  in  Executive  ses- 
sion, the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

T*he  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thxtrsdat,  Marek  11,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.    I  desire  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House,  to  make  the  necessary  motion 
in  order  to  get  at  the  bill  providing  for  prosecuting 
the  work  on  the  extension  of  the  Capitol.    I  thinx 
the  better  mode  of  effecting  that  object  is,  with  the 
consent  of  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  John- 
son,] to  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  special  order  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  till  this  day  week,  or  this 
day  two  weeks.    Then  we  can  not  only  dispose  of 
the  biil  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
on  the  Capitol,  but  proceed  to  consider  the  defi- 
ciency bill ,  about  which  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  seems  so  anxious.     If 
it  meet  with  the  approbation  Of  the  House,  there- 
fore, I  will  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  special  order  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  be  postponed  till  this  day  week. 
The  SPEAKER.    That  can  only  be  reached 
res^larly,  by  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  VoicB.  It  can  be  passed  over  by  unanimous 
consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that  it  can 
be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  1  will  acquiesce 
in  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman,  if  it  meet  the 
universal  approbation  of  the  House.  As  far  as 
the  homestead  bill  is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that 
everything  is  to  be  gained  by  delay.  At  the  same 
time  1  do  not  want  to  press  the  discussion  of  this 
matter  upon  the  House.  If  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
House  that  this  bill  shall  go  over  till  next  Tuesday 
weeky  I  shall  not  interpose  any  objection. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  will  then  vary  my  motion 
as  to  time,  so  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
special  order  shall  be  postponed  till  next  Tuesday 
^veck 

Mr  AY ERETT.  I  hope  the  opponents  of  the 
measure,  which  is  now  tnespeaat  order,  (the 
homestead  bill,)  will  beallowed  to  take  part  in  its 
discussion.  Hitherto,  nearly  all  of  the  speaking 
has  been  on  one  side — ^in  favor  of  the  measure. 
The  motion  to  cut  short  the  discussion  yesterday, 
was  coapled  with  the  threat  that  those  who  should 
vote  against  that  motion,  were  to  be  held  respon- 
sible for  drying  the  public  business.  Now,  the 
truth  is,  that  most  of  our  time  in  committee  has 
been  consumed  in  speeches  to  unmake  and  make 
Presidents — and  in  other  matters  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  the  bill  can  be  made  to  take  the  direc- 
tion proposed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California.  I  object  to 
the  postponement. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Marshall]  will 
not  still  retain  the  floor  in  committee,  if  the  post- 
ponement should  be  agreed  upon. 

The  SPEAKER,  Not  necessarily.  He  will 
be  entitled  to  it  when  the  committee  snail  recur  to 
the  measure  upon  which  he  obtained  the  floor. 
His  riffht  to  the  floor  will  go  over  with  the  bill. 

A  McMBRR.  The  floor  will  be  given  the  gentle- 
man from  California  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  If  it  is  the  understanding 
Ihat  1  shall  have  the  floor  afler  the  Houas  resolves 


itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  I  will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  CARTTER.    I  renew  it. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  With  the  consent  of  gentle- 
men, I  will  modify  my  motion,  so  that  it  shall  not 
apply  until  after  to*day.  It  will  then  provide  that 
after  to-day  the  further  consideration  of  the  special 
order  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  shall  be  postponed  until  a  week  from 
next  Tuesday.  It  wtU  then  take  its  place  as  the 
special  order  again. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
All  I  desire  is,  that  the  gentleman  from  California 
shall  be  allowed  to  make  his  speech  to-day. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  1  renew  the  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House,  to  allow  me  to  introduce  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  from  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  STANTON.  At  the  suggestion  of  several 
gentlenien  around  me,  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.MEACHAM.    I  renew  it. 

CLOSE  OF  DSBA.TE  ON  HOMBSTVAD  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  what  is 
the  regular  order  of  business.  The  following  res- 
olution was  offered  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanlt:] 

MRetolwedy  ThatsU  debate  in  the  Cnmmittpe  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Ptate  ol'the  Union,  on  the  bill  of  tlie  Houm^  No.  7,  to 
encouinfte  ftKiicuIlure,  commerce,  manu(hctures,  and  other 
branches  of  induf>try,  by  irranting  to  every  man  who  is  the 
head  of  a  fhmily  and  a  citisen  of  the  United  States,  a  home- 
utead  of  one  hundred  and  i>izty  acres  of  land,  out  of  the 
paUic  domain,  upon  condition  of  occupancy  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  same  for  the  period  herein  specified,  shall  cease 
at  three  oVIock  on  Thursday,  the  Ufh  instant ;  and  if  the 
Ooinmittee  shall  not  come  to  a  conclunion  anoner  upon  the 
Mtme,  it  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  upon  such  amendments 
as  shall  be  pendinff  or  offered  to  the  same,  and  shall  then 
report  it  to  the  Hon^e,  with  such  amendioeots  as  may  have 
been  agreed  upan  by  Uie  committee.^' 

The  question  immediately  pending  is  the  propo- 
sition of  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and 
upon  that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  various  motions  which  have  been  ma^, 
that  the  friends  of  that  measure  propose  to  do  any- 
thing reasonable  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  vote  down 
this  resolution  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  McMULLIN,  I  beg  leave  to  say  one 
word  upon  this  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  only  be  done  by  unan- 
imous consent. 

It  was  objected  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  the  result  was — yeas  121, 
nays  39;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  Ashe,  Averett,  Babcock, 
Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Bartlett,  Bell,  Braftj?,  Breckinridge, 
Brenton,  Albert '6.  Brown,  George  H.  Brown.  Buell,  Bur- 
rows, Busby,  Jos<»ph  Cable,  Thompson  CampMll,  Cartter, 
Chandler.  Chapman.  Chastain,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cltnc- 
mnn,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Conger,  Cullnm,  John  G.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Dimmick,  Disney,  Dunham,  Diirkee,  Eastman, 
Bdirerton.  Edmnndson,  FIcklin,  Pitch,  Florence,  Floyd, 
Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Puller,  Gamble, 
Gaylora,  Giddings,  Gilmore,  Gorman,  Green,  Grey,  Grow, 
Hamilton,  Harper,  Isham  G.  Harris,  Sampson  W.  Harris. 
Hatcall,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y, 
How,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  Johnson, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  Geonre  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jol^, 
Preston  King,  Knhns,  Kurtr.,  Letcher,  Edward  C.  Mar- 
shall, Ma^on,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  McLanahan,  MoJVIul- 
lln,  McNair,  Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Murray,  Nabers, 
Newton,  Olds,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker, 
Penn,  Penniman,  Polk,  Porter, Price,  Richardson,  Schoon- 
maker,  Scudder,  Scuiry,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton, 
Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H. 
Stanton,  Abr'm  P.  Stevens,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Thad- 
deus  Stevens,  Stratton,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Thurston, 
Townsbend,  Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welsh,  Addison 
White,  Alexander  White,  WUcnx,  Wildrick,  WUUams, 
and  Woodward — 121. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Barrere,  Bibighaus,  John  H. 
Bovd,  Brlns,  Brooks,  E.  Carrington  Cabell.  Cleveland, 
Dockery,  Doty,  Evans,  Faulkner.  Geatnr,  Hall.  Haws, 
Haven,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Jackson,  James  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  G.  King,  Loekhart,  Meacham, 
John  Moore,  Morehead,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Perkins,  Ross, 
Schermarhom,  Schoolcraft,  Stanly,  Beniamin  Stanton, 
Tavlor,  Benjamin  Tbompsoa,  Wallace,  Walab,  and  Wells 
—39. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FICKLIN.  I  understand  my  friend  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  M  each  am]  will  now  withdraw  his 
objection  to  postpone  the  special  order  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  I 
thertibre  rsnsw  th«  motion. 


Mr.  MCA.CHAM.  Gentlemen  tell  me  that  if 
I  will  withdraw  my  objection  to  the  resolution, 
there  is  some  prospect  we  shall  get  to  the  public 
business,  and  for  a  time  put  a  stop  to  these  polit- 
ical speeches.    I  will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Accordingly,  by  general  consent,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  order  was  postponed,  after  to 
day,  until  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiBBAAD  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  House 
bill  No.  7,  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  other  branches  of  industry,  by 
granting  to  every  man,  dec,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Thegentleman from  Cal- 
ifornia [Mr.  Marshall]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSH  ALL,  of  California,  addressed  the 
House  an  hour  (in  remarks  which  have  been  with- 
held for  revision,  and  which  will  be  published  in 
the  Appendix)  in  reply  to  the  remarks  madeyester- 
day  by  thegentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Breck- 
inridge] upon  the  subject  of  American  progress, 
and  the  Presidency,  and  in  defense  of  Judge 
Douglas. 

Mr.  M.  having  concluded— 

Mr.  BELL  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  his  allotted  hour  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  the  rights  of 
all  the  States  therein,  the  expansion  of  American 
commerce,  and  the  tariff. 

[His  remarks,  withheld  for  revision,  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio,  obtaining  the  floor 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Cable]  will  give  way,  I  will  nwve  that 
the  committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  CABLE.  I  will  yield  to  that  motion  alone, 
still  retaining  my  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WALSH.  We  can  get  at  the  bill  in  re- 
gard to  the  Cupitol,  if  the  committee  rise,  and  at 
once,  by  unanimous  consent,  pass  it.  1  ask  for 
tellers  upon  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Chandler, 
and  Harris  of  Alabatna,  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re« 
ported — ayes  39;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  make  an  announcement, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will  allow  me;  I  never 
wish  to  take  the  House  by  surprise.  I  have  but 
one  report  to  make,  and  that  is  a  bill  to  graduate 
and  reduce  the  price  of  public  lands.  That  ques- 
tion I  consider  to  be  twin  sister  with  the  one  we 
have  now  under  discussion.  I  give  notice  that  I 
shall  move  to  put  that  bill  upon  its  passage,  and  I 
shall  resist  everything  like  a  reference,  so  the 
matter  may  be  discussed  in  connection  with  the 
other. 

Mr.  CABLE,  of  Ohio,  followed,  and  spoke  an 
hour  in  favor  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  He 
thought  that  its  adoption  would  do  more  for  the 
interest  and  welfare  of  this  Government,  more  for 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  than 
any  bill  that  had  ever  passed  the  Hous9. 
,    [See  Appendix  for  Mr.  C's  speech.] 

Mr.  Puller,  of  Maine,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  move,  with  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman,  that  the  committee  nae;  which 

motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thecommittee  rose  accordingly ,  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  partic- 
ularly the  special  order,  being  House  bill  No.  7, 
to  encourage  agriculture,  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  would  request  of  the  gentle- 
man a  withdrawal  of  his  motion,  that  we  may  pass 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  work  upon  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Capitol.  We  can  withdraw  the  bill 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe  state  of 
the  Union  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MArSHAW-  refused  to  withdraw  th« 
motion. 
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The  question  being  taken ,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  9lc, 

TTie  following  petitions,  memorial;*,  fitc,  were  presented 
tindpr  the  rule,  ami  referred  to  the  appropriate  coDiroittcc*: 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE:  The  memortal  of  R.  G.  Simpson, 
Tbotiuui  H.  Waniin,  Samuel  G.  HomiJtdn,  Samuel  Laf- 
lerty,  Oliver  S.  Comman,  and  65  oiliera,  citizens  of  Uie 
eountv  of  Philadelphia,  pniying  for  the  ezten»on  of  the 
Woodworth  patent  for  planing  board?,  fcc. 

Also,  a  letter  from  George  B.  SkKtf,  of  the  county  of 
Philadelpbia,  in  reiaiioo  to  the  tame  sub^t,  ioforuiing  that 
more  than  3,700  namea  have  been  signed  to  petitions  and 
forwarded  by  bini  and  J.  R.  Wilson,  also  of  Philadelphia 
eounty,  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent 
for  planing  boards,  &.c. 

By  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York:  T>vo  remonstrances 
of  inhabitants  of  Reu8j>elaer  county,  New  York,  against  the 
extension  of  tl)e  Wondwortli  paietit. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  sundry  citizena  of  Troy,  New 
York,  against  the  Kaine. 

Also,  nine  petitions  from  numerous  citizens  in  Schenec- 
tady, Mechanlcsville,  Watcrford.  Saratoga  Springs,  Fort 
Ann.  Smith's  Basin,  and  Troy.  New  York,  and  fron>  Cas- 
tleton,  Vermont,  praying  that  Wbiteball,  on  Lake  Cham- 
Bjain,  b«  made  a  port  of  entry. 

By  Mr.  WILDRICK  :  The  peUtion  of  J.  E.  Picrson  and 
78  otljers  of  Still  Water,  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey, 
against  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  p.itcut. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  remonstrance 
of  John  R.  Weeks  and  58  others,  cilixeus  of  .Mitflin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  against  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent  by  Congress. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS:  The  petition  of  Henry  Lyons  and  35 
others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia  county,  in  favor  of  the 
Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  MASON :  The  memorial  of  J.  8.  Perry  and  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Kentucky,  praying  Congress  to  grant  a  pro- 
tection on  iron. 

Alao,  the  men>orial  of  J.  Buckley  and  others,  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  pmying  Congress  to  grant  a  protection  on  iron. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  petition  of  J.  K.  Rugg  and  38 
others,  citizens  of  Genesee  county,  Michigan,  in  favor  of 
<;yprian  Parrish,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  for  arrears  of 
pension,  and  to  have  his  pension  increased  to  its  original 
amount,  to  wit.  i^  66  per  year,  with  accompanying  testi- 
mony and  exhibits. 

By  Mr.  BIBIGH  AUS :  The  remonstrance  of  James  Ha- 
selton,  William  Kerr,  William  K.  Mehaffey,  and  15U  other 
citizens  of  Hnrrisburg.  Pennsylvania,  against  the  renewal 
of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  .Mr.  WILCOX :  The  petition  of  William  Hulbert 
and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying 
that  said  Hulbert  may  be  refunded  the  sum  of  ^^9  41, 
which  he  has  twice  naid  for  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  tmecn  and  township  sixteen,  of  range 
nine,  east. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts :  The  petition  of  James 
Lyman  and  others,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
Woodworth 's  patent  be  not  extended. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Eleazcr  Porter  and  others,  citizens 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  for  additional  pay  to  assistant 
marshals  employed  in  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  MILLER :  The  memorial  signed  1>y  70  citizens 
of  Luzome  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  agoiiuit 
th«  extension  of  Vvood worth's  patent. 

By  Mr.  PRICE:  The  memorial  of  P.  K.  Dickinson  fc 
Co.,  of  Wilmington.  North  Carolina,  against  tiie  extension 
of  tbe  patent  of  William  W.  Woodwortii. 

By  Mr.  ROBIE  :  The  remonstrance  of  Ira  Tracy  and  300 
others,  citizens  of  Alleghany  county.  New  York,  against 
the  extension  of  tiie  Woodworth  patent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SCUDDBR,  under  the  rule,  the  peti- 
tions of  Joseph  H.  Davis  and  others,  and  the  accompanying 
papers  relating  to  the  seamen  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery 
and  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  New  Dcd.brd,  .Mas- 
sachusetts, were  taken  from  the  filcM  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  J^arch  12,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  liave  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
do  what  1  believe  I  have  never  before  done.  It  is 
to  occupy  a  few  moments  in  addressing  it  upon  a 
subject  before  the  body,  relating  to  the  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  somewhat  per- 
sonal to  myself.  I  think  1  will  not  occupy  more 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate;  and  I  desire  unanimous  consent  for  that 
purpose. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can  only  ad- 
dress the  Senate  on  a  subject  not  now  pending,  by 
unanimous  consent.  If  there  be  no  objection  the 
Senator  from  Maine  can  proceed. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  in  the  early 
part  of  this  session,  sundry  memorials  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  relating  to 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam.  The  subject  was 
referred  by  the  Uommittee  on  Commerce  to  asub- 
committee,  consisting  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Davis.]    On  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
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ruary,  that  Senator  reported  the  bin  which  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand.  The  matter,  as  originally  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  embraced 
the  subject  of  steam-boilers,  life-boats,  pumps,  and 
other  apparatus  connected  with  our  steam-boats. 
On  a  subsequent  day  to  that  on  which  the  origin- 
al papers  were  presented  to  the  committee,  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Bradbitrt]  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion, calling  the  attention  of  tlie  Committee  un 
Commerce  to  another  branch  connected  with  the 
matter  to  which  the  bill  originally  related,  to  wit: 
to  the  subject  of  the  distresses  and  calamities 
which  ffrew  out  of  our  overburdened  boots  from 
New  York  to  California,  and  from  California  to 
New  York.  On  the  presentation  of  that  resolu- 
tion, and  of  other  papers  and  memorials  relating  to 
the  same  subject,  the  committee  immediately  ^ve 
the  subject  a  consideration.  This  bill,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  was  reported  on  the  18th  day  of 
Februarv,  and  contains  certain  provisions  designed 
to  remeay  the  evils  complained  of  in  relation  to 
California  steamers.  After  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  reported  the  bill,  there  were  two 
other  papers  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, relatinsr  to  the  California- steamers.  On  the 
first  day  of  March,  by  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  I  submitted  the  following 
report: 

'*  Mr.  Hamux,  from  the  Commince  on  Commerce,  to 
which  was  referred  documents  relating  to  the  treatment  of 
passengers  in  steam-vessels  going  to  and  from  Califomih, 
and  a  memorial  from  the  ciUxens  of  Brunswick,  Maine,  on 
the  same  subject,  submiucd  n  report  asking  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same ;  which  was 
agreed  to. " 

Now,  if  the  reporters  had  stated  what  I  stated 
in  my  place,  this  explanation  on  my  part  would 
not  have  been  necessary.  I  stated  that  i  made  the 
report  because  the  committee  had  already  reported 
a  bill  embradn?  the  subject-matter  contained  in 
these  papers.  But  the  reporters  did  not  make  the 
explanation  which  I  gave  in  my  place,  conse- 
quently I  find  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  justly  alarmed  that  no  action  was  to  be 
taken  by  Congress  in  relation  to  that  question, 
have  agitated  the  question.  I  find  that  public 
meetings  in  New  England  have  been  callea,  and 
all  predicated  upon  a  mistaken  fact,  to  wit:  That 
tHt  Committee  on  Commerce  have  asked  leave  to 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  simply  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  those  two  papers;  and  the  reason 
which  I  gave  would  have  been  sufficient,  if  it  had 
been  stated,  namely:  that  the  subject-matter  had 
already  been  reported  upon.  And  besides  that, 
and  subsequent  to  this  brief  report  which  I  made, 
asking  to  be  discharged  from  tne  consideration  of 
these  two  papers,  I  may  say  that  I  have  been  over- 
whelmed with  letters  from  all  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land, from  which  section  of  country  many  of  our 
people  are  going  to  the  distant  region  of  Colifomia; 
and  1  have  sought  this  occasion  to  make  this  ex- 
planation, in  order  that  it  may  be  known — first, 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  have  neither 
been  remiss  or  derelict  in  its  duty;  and,  secondly, 
that  in  making  the  report,  I  only  sought  to  be 
discharged  from  these  two  papers,  becatise  the 
su^ect  had  been  reported  upon. 

One  word  further.  Because  the  bill  is  a  rolum- 
inous  one,  J  desire  to  state  very  briefly  what  are 
the  provisions  in  it  which  we  have  incorporated, 
wNh  the  desire  to  cure  the  evil  which  has  been  so 
much  complained  of.  In  the  first  place,  the  bill 
provides  tliat  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent two  inspectors;  one  to  ue  called  Inspector  of 
Steam-Boilers,  and  one  to  be  called  Inspector  of 
Hulls.  This  bill  provides  that  this  Board  of  In- 
spectors shall  examine  the  character  of  the  vessel, 
of  its  hull  and  its  construction,  and  shall  designate 
precisely  the  number  of  passengers,  beyond  which 
the  boat  shall  not  be  allowed  to  carry;  and  these 
inspectora,  after  having  made  such  an  examina- 
tion, are  to  issue  a  certificate,  to  the  owners  of  the 
boat,  which  certificate  is  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
put  up  in  some  public  and  conspicuous  place  in 
the  boat,  showing  the  number  of  passengers  be- 
yond which  the  boat  shall  not  be  allowed  to  carry. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  very  much  of 
the  evils  complained  of  arise  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  passengers  taken  on  board. 

It  has  been  sugg^ested  that  the  same  rule  which 
applies  to  our  sailing  vemels  shall  apply  to  our 
steam-vessels.  The  tnatter  received  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee.  I  have  received  this 
morning  a  letter  from  a  Tery  iotelligsnt,  and  scien- 


tific, and  educated  gentleman  in  Maine,  wbo  arm 
upon  our  consideration  the  importance  of  makut 
the  same  provisions  that  apply  lo  our  aidUn^  t» 
sels  apply  to  our  steam-boats.  But  vben  it « 
known  that  the  construction  of  our  steam-boBS 
varies  so  much  from  that  of  our  sailing  vessels,  ii 
will  be  seen  that  the  superficial  number  of  fm,<t 
the  number  of  square  feet  necessary  for  a  ^ 
senger  in  the  one  case,  would  not  be  an  aittfait 
or  proper  rule  for  the  otlier  case.  It  was  beiiend, 
ana  it  is  believed  by  your  committee,  that  by  im 
appointment  of  a  skillfal  man  to  inspect  the  bon 
and  its  construction,  he  would  better  4ettfnifli 
the  number  than  any  rule  which  the  comiuuflt 
could  fix,  based  on  the  number  either  of  aipew 
ficial  or  square  feet. 

It  is  also  proposed  by  the  eoimnittet  when  tliii 
bill  shall  come  up  for  consideration,  to  odd  anodw 
section  to  it,  witn  ample  and  sufficient  peoahiti, 
which  shall  compel  the  owners  of  the  boati  t» 
haye  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  food,andofiaiciai 
quality.  Both  or  these  provisions,  when  west' 
porated  into  a  bill,  in  the  opinion  of  yourconaii- 
tee,  will  meet  very  nearly  all  the  objections,  loi 
cure  all  tlie  calamities  which  are  said  toht» 
casioned.  The  Senator  from  Massachoictts  vfi 
oflTer  such  an  amendment. 

Then,  sir,  in  addition  to  that,  the  bill  prondo, 
that  for  a  violation  of  the  provisions  to  wbidil 
have  alluded,  the  owners  and  the  roaster  oft  t» 
sel  shall  be  liable  in  a  penalty  equal  to  the  aroouM 
of  the  passage  money,  and  ten  dollars  additioM! 
for  every  passenger  they  shall  take  on  board  Ue 
boat  beyond  the  number  specified  in  thecertifiaie. 
The  bill  also  provides,  that  all  the  peoaltia  il- 
tached  in  such  cas^ahail  attach  to  the  boat,  ui 
the  boat  shall  be  held  to  respond  to  all  tbe  dac* 
ages  which  shall  arise  in  relation  to  any  riolauoii 
of  the  provision  of  the  bill  rdatnig  to  pum* 
gers.  The  bill  was  drawn  up  by  the  Seoatorfroa 
Massachusetts,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  thai  be 
has  manifested  great  industry  and  signal  abilitr. 
And  I  think  that  when  carefully  examined  hjm 
Senate,  it  will  be  very  certain  to  meet  its  approfil 
It  does  meet  mine,  and  will  receive  my  heaitr 
concurrence.  If  there  are  any  additionai  proT* 
ions  which  should  be  deemed  necessanr,  in  reii* 
tion  to  the  ventiUition  of  these  boats,  ororanjotkff 
description,  I  can  only  say,  that  there  is  •  cos* 
current  sentiment  existing  in  the  Comnsittee  oe 
Commerce,  to  add  all  necessary  profiiioni  |» 
meet  all  the  evils  that  may  be  fouiid  to  exiit  io 
the  case. 

The  bill  is  a  very  important  one,  and  one  ia 
which  a  deep  interest  is  taken  by  the  pobiie.  Tbt 
calamities  and  evils  complained  of  are  indeed  itvt- 
ling,  and  I  can  state,  the  committee  are  fully  im* 

Kressed  with  its  importance.  Tbe  Senator  (tm 
lassachusetts  [Mr.  Davis,]  who  has  it  in  cbarfe, 
win  ask  for  its  consideration  at  the  earliest  prt^ 
ticable  moment.  , 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  desiresimply  to  add  tto 
I  have  received  numerous  communicaUons,foBBW 
upon  the  same  misapplication  to  which  aHfltt** 
has  been  made,  from  dififerent  parts  of  my  Sttu. 
The  explanation  which  my  colleague  has  gi»«"» 
will  remove,  I  think,  all  misapprehensioni  on  tM 
subject.  I  desire  to  add,  that  I  am  tenrgW  *• 
learn  that  it  is  in  contemplation  by  theOwimitttt 
on  Commerce  to  propose  an  amendment  lo  w 
bill  already  reported,  imposing  severe ptnslue«wr 
the  neglect  to  provide  sufficient  and  suitable  wn 
for  passengers.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  ukes  «F 
at  an  early  day,  and  receive  prompt  con^J'T 
auon.  I  believe  that  the  Senate  will  be  saDrtwir 
from  a  detail  of  tbe  facts,  that  greater  and  swrt 
horrid  abuses  have  never  been  inflict«  on  otb* 
ized  men,  than  are  continually  practiced, «»«« 
the  present  day,  upon  large  numbeis  of  pswjj 
gers  in  some  of  the  steamers  plying  between  u» 
Atlantic  ports  and  California. 

SPECIAL  ORDER — PRIVATE  BILU- 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  move  to  postpone  the  exa* 
tion  of  the  order  setting  apart  Fndays  for  w 
consideration  of  private  bills,  for  halfsnhosr. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  A.  DUER.  «,  j^ 

The  report  made  by  the  Committee  ^^f^ 
in  the  case  of  William  A.  Diier,  c*"^  "P^'^JJii 
sideration,  and  was,  on  motion,  poftpoiw* 
Friday  next. 

ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

The  PRESIDENT.   Tbe  usual  eoarsehsio^ 
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»  take  up  reports  in  the  first  instance.  Last  Fri- 
sky the  Senate  determined  not  to  act  upon  the 
sports,  but  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
ills  on  the  Private  Calendar.  The  Chair  will  be 
nder  the  direction  of  the  Senate  as  respects  that 
latter.  If  they  prefer  that  the  bills  shall  be  taken 
p,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  reports  made  on  private 
ills  by  committees,  the  Chair  will  take  that 
onrse. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  hope  we  will  proceed,  as  we 
id  last  Friday,  with  tne  Calendar.  The  bills 
rhich  we  pass  have  to  go  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
entatives.  The*adverse  reports  can  be  agreed  to 
X  any  time,  and  there  is  an  end  of  them. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  effect  may  be  that  the 
idverse  reports  will  never  be  agreed  to.  Such  a 
■esult  is  not  uncommon,  if  they  are  passed  over  in 
^at  way.  It  will  take  but  a  short  time,  proba- 
bly not  oalf  an  hour,  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
hem. 

The  PRESIDENT,  The  Chair  desires  to  pro- 
^eed  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ved to  the  consideration  of  the  private  bills  on  the 
Calendar. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett, 
he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ira  Day  of  Vermont,  and 
he  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Simon  ton,  coming 
ip  for  consideration,  were  postponed  until  next 
rriday. 

BUJAH  J.  WEED. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
;he  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  late 
quartermaster  of  Marines,  deceased,  which  was 
read  a  second  time.  It  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  provides  that  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  be 
authorized  to  reexamine  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
Major  Elijah  J.  Weed-,  late  quartermaster  of  Mar- 
ines, dec^ised,'in  conformity  with  the  law  and 
with  usages  of  the  Navy  Department;  provided, 
that  the  allowance  made  shall  not  exceed  the  bal- 
ance  now  claimed  by  the  Government  from  his 
sureties. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Borland,  the  report  in  the 
case  was  read;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
John  S.  Devlin,  administrator  of  the  late  Ctuarter- 
master  Weed.  Major  Weed  died  in  March,  1838, 
indebted  to  the  Government,  and  the  petitioner,  as 
his  administrator,  seeks,  as  an  offset  to  the  bal- 
ance of  the  claim,  with  the  view  to  relieve  his  sure- 
ties, an  allowance  of  one  per  cent,  upon  certahi 
disbursements  made  by  him  between  1835  and  the 
date  of  his  death.  He  asks  a  reexamination  of 
the  accounts  of  the  deceased  officer  for  the  purpose 
of  having  certain  items,  which  were  rejected  on  a 
former  settling,  now  passed  to  his  credit.  In 
support -of  his  daim  for  a  percentage  upon  the 
disbursements,  the  memorialist  alleges,  that  for 
some  years  naval  officers  disbursed  appropriations 
for  the  marine  corps  and  received  a  percentage 
therefor;  that  that  was  abandoned  ana  the  duty 
thrown  upon  the  quartermasters;  that  they  were 
allowed  one  per  cent,  upon  the  moneys  disbursed; 
that  that  percentage  was  allowed  Major  Weed 
from  1832  to  1835,  when  it  was  refused  under  a 
proviso  of  the  act  of  1835,  in  relation  to  the  Dela- 
ware breakwater,  which  proviso  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  Attorney  General  to  be  perma- 
nent, under  which  opinion  the  Secretary  of  War 
abolished  extra  compensations,  not  authorized  by 
law,  to  the  officers  or  the  Army;  that  this  proviso 
was  afterwards  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  applicable  only  to  appropriations  made  during 
the  Congress  at  which  the  act  was  passed,  but  that 
they  also  decided  that  the  order  issued  under  an 
erroneous  conception  of  the  law  was  valid.  He 
argues  that  the  usages  of  the  War  Department  do 
not  regulate  those  of  the  Navy  Department,  which 
alone  has  the  control  of  the  marme  corps.  But 
the  petitioner  is  mistaken  in  bis  allegation  that  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  withheld  the 
percentage  on  the  order  of  the  head  of  the  War 
Department.  The  facts  in  connection  with  the 
disallowance  of  this  commission  are  stated  by  the 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.  The  marine 
corps,  being  but  a  small  body,  was  not  allowed  a 
commissary  on  subsistence  or  purchases,  but  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nn^y  required  the  quartermaster 


to  perform  certain  duties  which  would  have  be- 
longed to  such  officers  had  they  existed.  He  was 
also  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  ma- 
rine armory,  for  which  he  received  ( 150  per  an- 
num; and  tor  his  services  in  regard  to  the  subsist- 
ence he  was  allowed  $30  a  month,  and  on  his 
purchases  of  marine  clothing  a  commission  of  one 
per  cent.  This  commission,  however,  was  not 
granted  until  the  year  1826  or  1827.  On  the  30ih 
of  June,  1834,  an  act  was  passed  reoiganizing  the 
marine  corps.  The  account  of  Ctuai'termaster 
Weed,,  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1834,  for  extra 
compensation  as  commissary  of  subsistence,  for 
pay  as  superintendent  of  the  armory,  and  for  the 
commission  of  one  per  cent.,  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  refused  to  allow  tliem, 
because  he  considered  them  as  inadmissible  under 
the  act  of  June  30,  1834.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
under  the  order  of  the  War  Department  that  the 
allowance  was  refused  by  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury.  The  committee  are  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  tlie  accounting  officers  were  bound 
to  conform  to  the  order  of  die  head  of  the  De- 
partment, and  they,  therefore,  properly  rejected 
the  claim  for  percentage.  The  committee  further 
express  the  opinion,  tnat  it  would  not  be  expedi- 
ent at  this  time,  aAer  the  lapse  of  eighteen  years, 
to  recommend  to  Congress  to  review  the  decision 
of  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  made  in  the 
undoubted  exercise  of  a  discretionary  power  be- 
longing to  him.  They  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
claim  for  commissions  from  1834  to  the  death  of 
Major  Weed  should  not  be  allowed.  With  regard 
to  some  other  items  that  were  rejected  by  the 
accounting  officers,  and  which  the  petitioner  asks 
may  be  settled  upon  just  and  equitable  principles, 
the  committee  know  no  principles  but  those  pre- 
scribed by  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment upon  which  they  can  recommend  their  set- 
tlement. In  this  case,  they  believe  that  law  is 
equity.  They  are  unwilling  to  commit  the  ac- 
counts to  the  arbitrary  and  uncontrolled  notions 
of  equity  and  justice  which  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  may  entertain;  but  believing  that 
the  estate  of  the  deceased  mav  be  entitled  to  an 
allowance  on  some  items  whicir  have  been  reject- 
ed, they  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  the  petitioner 
and  recommend  its  passage.  ^ 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  1  have  listened  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  report,  and  concur  in  everything  which 
I  find  stated  in  it.  It  declares  that  no  allowance 
ought  to  be  made  for  commissions  on  disburse- 
ments; but'  that  equity  may  be  promoted  by 
opening  these  accounts  for  their  adjustment.  I 
propose,  as  an  amendment,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  bill  specific,  that  it  may  carry  out  the 
purpose  indicatea  in  the  report  of  the  cqpimittee, 
to  add  to  the  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  **  nor  shall 
any  allowance  be  made  for  commissions  on  dis- 
bursements." 

Mr.  FISH.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  can  be 
any  objection  to  that  amendment;  but  it  strikes 
me  as  wholly  unnecessary.  The  provision  which 
the  committee  have  introduced,  wherein  it  varies 
from  bills  previously  reported  on  this  subject,  has 
been  by  striking  out  the  authority  given  by  these 
bills  to  accountm^  officers  to  settle  upon  pnnciples 
of  equity.  In  this  biH  the  committee  direct  that 
the  amount  shall  be  settled  in  conformity  with  the 
law  and  regulations  of  the  Navy  Department. 
These  usages  and  these  rAgulations  are  set  foifh 
at  length  in  the  report  which  has  been  read,  and 
upon  which  the  claim  for  commission  has  already 
been  rejected. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  It  will  not  prejudice  the 
bill  in  the  least,  and  probably  may  facilitate  its 
passage. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  it  is  wholly  unnecessary. 
I  think  the  bill  provides  all  that  is  necessary. 
Under  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  this  very 
claim  that  this  amendment  proposes  to  execute, 
has  been  rejected.  The  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment are  recounted  in  the  report.  They  are  re- 
quired to  settle  according  to  law  and  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Department,  which  it  has  been 
shown  do  exdude  precisely  such  allowance  as  this 
amendment  rejects. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  the  amendment  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  It  is  an  unnecessary  amend- 
ment in  one  aspect;  and  may  be  mischievous  in 
another.  The  object  of  the  oill  is  to  have  the  ac- 
counts settled  in  equity  and  justice.  Now,  there 
may  be  some  technical  rule  or  regulation  in  the 


form  which  will  exclude  a  just  and  proper  allow* 
ance. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  The  bill 
was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

NANCY  WRIGHT. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wright  was 
read  a  second  u'roe. 

It  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
shall  place  upon  the  pension  list  the  name  of  Nan- 
cy Wright,  widow  of  James  Wright,  late  engi- 
neer on  board  the  United  States  steamer  McLean, 
who  died  from  disease  contracted  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates,  and  pay  her  the  same 
pension  that  she  would  have  been  entitled  to  re- 
ceive had  her  late  husband  been  commissioned  as 
an  engineer  in  the  United  States  naval  service;  the 
pension  to  commence  on  the  23d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850,  and  continue  during  her  life. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  there  being  no  amendment  offered,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

ROBERT  JEMISON  AND  BENJ.  WILLIAMSON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Jemison  and 
Benjamin  Williamson  was  rend  a  second  time» 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  Robert  Jemison  and  Benjamin  Williamson 
the  same  amount  of  remuneration  for  carrying  the 
United  States  mail  during  twenty-six  weelu,  in 
the  year  1836,  on  route  No.  2,6%*,  from  Selma  to 
Elyton,  Alabama,  as  the  ori^nal  contractors  for 
said  route  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  under 
the  terms  of  their  contract. 

Mr.  RUSK.  This  bill  has  passed  the  Senate 
two  or  three  times,  and  it  will  save  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  perhaps,  if  the  reading  of  the  report  is 
omitted,  as  1  can  state  briefly  the  substance  of  it. 
These  parties  were  contractors  for  carrying  the 
mail  on  a  particular  route.  When  the  Creek  war 
broke  out,  they  were  subjected  to  increased  ex- 
pense and  service  in  carrymg  the  mail;  and  they 
now  apply  to  Congress  to  remgnerate  them  for 
this  extra  service,  as  well  as  for  service  in  carry- 
ing the  mail  on  a  short  route,  which  they  did  ih 
consequence  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
tractors to  comply  with  their  contract.  Congress 
passed  a  law  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  claim 
for  extra  service,  but  the  Postmaster  G^eneral  felt 
obliged,  by  the  terms  of  the  law,  to  restrict  the 
payment  to  the  extra  services  which  were  per- 
formed on  their  own  route,  in  consequence  of  th« 
Creek  disturbances.  Under  that  decision,  they 
received  nothing  for  the  service  on  the  other  route. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  rending. 

NATHANIEL  KU7KENDALL. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  KuvkendaU 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  by  the^ 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  Postmaster  General 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  from  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  Nathaniel 
Kuykendall,  the  sum  of  f5,701  50,  in  full  satis- 
faction of  all  claims  on  his  part  for  extra  services 
and  expenses  in  carrying  the  mail  on  route  No. 
1932,  from  Ronmey  to  Clarksburg,  in  Virginia, 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  commencing  in  the  year 
1839,  he  having  conveyed  the  mail  in  four-horse 
p^t-coaches  and  three  trips  a  week,  and  having 
received  pay  only  for  carrying  the  mail  in  two- 
horse  stages  two  trips  a  week;  that  sum  being  to 
compensate  him  for  this  additional  service. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  can,  perhaps,  state  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  in  fewer  words  than  are  con- 
tained in  the  report. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  will  be  no  objection  to 
it.    It  is  all  right. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  know  that  it  is  all  right;  th6 
man  has  done  the  service,  and  I  think  he  ought  to 
be  paid  for  it.  However,  as  there  may  be  objec- 
tions, it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  m  this  case 
there  were  three  routes  making  a  continuous  line  of 
stages.  The  bids  were  received  to  carry  the  mail 
in  two-horse  coaches  and  iri  four-hourse  coaches. 
This  party,  I  believe,  bid  for  both,  but  he  got  only 
the  central  route;  and  his  bid  was  accepted  for 
two-horse  coaches.  Other  bids  were  made  for 
four^horse  coaclies  for  the  other  portions  of  the 
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route,  and  were  accepted.  Part  of  hia  contract 
waa  that  he  should  carry  all  the passen^rs  which 
came  by  way  of  either  of  the  end  routes;  and  from 
the  number  of  passengers,  and  the  weight  of  the 
mails,  it  was  sometimes  found  that  he  could  carry 
neither  with  a  two-horse  coach.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  used  four-horsft  coaches  and  carried 
the  mail  during  the  whole  length  of  time.  Now, 
the  others  were  entitled  to  and  received  pay  for 
the  higher  grade  of  service,  and  he  performed  the 
same  service,  and  ought  tp  be  paid  at  the  same 
rate. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot 
assent  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  seems  to  me 
objectionable  m  principle.  The  ground  on  which 
I  oppose  the  bill  is  this:  the  p^rty  contracted  with 
the  Post  Office  Department,  or  the  managers  of  the 
mail  service.  After  making  that  contract,  and 
under  the  circumstances  stated  bv  the  Senator  from 
Texas,  he  made  an  application  for  an  alteration  of 
the  contract,  which  tiie  Departiftent  declined;  and 
in  defiance  of  that  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
Department,  he  chose  to  go  on  and  carry  passen- 

fers  just  as  if  he  had  made  his  contract  for  four- 
orse  coaches.  Now,  I  cannot  consent  to  the  prin- 
oiple  which  would  thus  be  establish ed— that  where 
a  contract  is  made  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
(who  is  the  proper  party  to  make  such  contracts,) 
and  an  application  is  made  to  change  that  contract, 
which  he  refuses  to  do,  the  party,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  citizens  and  others,  goes  on  to  perform  his 
contract  in  a  manner  different  from  that  implied  by 
ils  terms.  I  say  that,  although  such  a  violation  of 
eontract  may  in  some  instances  be  beneficial  to  the 
citizens  of  the  neighborhood,  the  contractor,  a  Aer 
tbeexientof  his  contract  has  been  fully  determined, 
should  not  come  in  and  claim  that  compensation  to 
which  he  would  only  be  entitled  if  the  Postmaster 
General  had  made  an  alteration.  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple involved  here  is  an  unsound  one,  and  tnere- 
fore  I  must  vote  a^iinst  this  bill. 

Mr  PRATT.  We  have  in  this  part  of  the 
Chamber  the  misfortune  of  not  being  able  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  and 
Tery  possibly^  he  has  stated  objections  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  ^hich  have  occurred  to  my  mind; 
but  in  consequence  of  his  location,  we  have  not 
heard  his  observations. 

As  I  understand  the  explanation  of  my  friend 
from  Texas  in  reference  to  this  bill,  the  case  is 
this:  Proposals  were  issued  by  the  Post  Ofiice 
Department  for  carrying  the  mail  on  three  routes 
which  were  continuous.  Different  proposals  were 
made  upon  the  difl!*erent  routes,  and  the  Postmaster 
General  granted  the  applications  for  the  two  routes 
at  the  ttrmini  for  carrying  the  mail  in  four-horse 
post  coaches;  and  each  contractor  was  to  carry 
all  the  passengers.  A  portion  between  the  two 
extremes  was  left  to  a  contractor  who  contracted 
to  carry  the  mail  and  passengers  in  two-horse 
coaches.  The  party  found  it  impracticable  to 
carry  out  his  contract  with  two-horse  coaches, 
wad  was  consequently  obliged  to  put  upon  this 
intermediate  route  fbar-horse  coaches,  and  the  re- 
sult is,  that  he  now  makes  his  application  outside 
of  his  contract,  to  be  paid  for  doing  no  service 
«xcef>t  that  which  he  contracted  to  do  at  a  stipula^ 
ted  price.  If  I  understand  my  fViend  from  Texas, 
it  does  appear  to  me  that  these  parties  are  not  en- 
titled to  the  compensation  whicd  they  ask. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Perhaps  it  may  be  as  wdl  to  read 
the  report  of  the  committee,  since  objections  have 
been  made  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  has  al- 
ready passed  the  Senate  two  or  three  times,  and 
been  very  AiUy  discussed  here  on  one  or  two 
occasions.  But  I  will  read  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  the  Senate  may  see  what  it  is: 
-  "  The  petinoner  was  n  eontrsctor  in  1899  ftw  eaarryliig  tbe 
mail  on  route  No.  1,933,  in  Virginia,  fVom  Romnry  to  Clarlia- 
bvrg.,  and  carried  tlie  mail  for  four  yearn  and  a  half  at  a  rate 
of  compensation  or$S,000  per  anniun,  being  tlie  price  stipu- 
lated  to  he  paid  (br  conveying  the  mail  in  t«vo-horse  fttages, 
two  trip*  a  week  and  back.  But  he  actually  carried  tbe 
mail  in  four  hone  post  coachei  three  tripa  a  week  and  back, 
and  in  one  day  and  a  half,  instead  of  two  and  a  half  days, 
which  waa  the  schedule  under  bis  contract.  For  the  em- 
ployment of  lour-horse  coaches,  instead  of  two-horse  stages, 
and  for  one  additional  tHp  weekly,  and  the  increased  speed, 
he  daims  an  additional  compensation,  wtiich  be  estimates 
at  atwui  ||6,000  for  the  whole  term  of  his  contract.  The 
fkctii  that  the  petitioner  carried  the  mail  in  four-horse  post 
coaches,  and  that  he  made  three  trips  a  week,  and  with  in- 
eMRMd  speed,  are  satialkctorily  proved.  It  also  appears 
that  the  additional  liorsei  and  the  additional  trip  increased 
the  tolls  on  tbe  route  about  fifty  percent,  being  nearly  ^500 
per  annum. 

"This  additional  service  was  not  tzpreaslv  authorited 
^  the  DepartiMDW  txn  the  eiicaflMtaness  wliteh  Induced 


him  to  peribrm  it  ate  aoch  as  be  claims  auttmrized  a  belief 
that  he  should  be  paid  Ibr  it,  or  affi>rd  a  reasonablt*  ground 
of  equity  entitling  him  to  compensation.  ThehC  clrcum- 
stances  are  as  lollow :  At  the  lettings  in  1639,  the  mall 
from  Winchester  to  Parkersburg,  on  me  Ohio  river,  con- 
sisting of  three  routes,  was  advertised  for  bids intwo-horse 
stages  and  in  lour- horse  coaches ;  and  when  tbe  bids  were 
coui4derRd,  the  Department  accepted  the  propo»als  for  four- 
horse  service  on  the  eastern  and  western  dm«>ions  of  the 
route ;  but  on  the  middle  division,  for  which  the  petitioner 
was  tbe  bidder,  it  accepted  tlie  prc^iosais  for  two  borse  ser- 
vice ;  but  at  the  same  time  expressly  reserved  the  right  to 
change  it  to  four-horse  service,  ahd  represented  to  the  con- 
tractor that  it  would  be  so  changed  as  soon  as  the  revenues 
of  the  Department  would  admit  of  it.  It  was  a  part  of  the 
contract  Utat  the  contractor  was  to  convey  with  the  mail 
the  paitsengere  who  came  in  the  stage  conveying  the  mail, 
at  the  points  of  connection — that  ii>,  Romney  and  Clarks- 
burg. The  contract  having  been  accepted  for  the  lower 
grade  of  service  in  tlie  middle  division  of  the  route  only, 
the  petitioner  found  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, for  him  to  perform  the  same  service,  both  in  the  con- 
vey nnee  of  the  mail  and  passengers,  with  two  horses  which 
the  contractors  on  the  ea^t  and  west  ends  of  the  route  would 
pert'tHin  with  four  horses.  Some  of  the  postmabt^s  and 
citizens  on  the  route,  perceiving  his  difficulty,  interested 
themselves  in  tbe  maner,  and  endeavored  to  relieve  him 
fVoui  tbe  embarrassments  of  his  contract.  At  the  request 
of  tlie  citiKens  of  Marietta,  the  postmaster  of  that  ^aee 
went  with  the  petitioner  to  WaslUugton  to  see  the  Post- 
master General  on  the  sutO^'ct,  before  tbe  time  for  com- 
io<>ncing  tbe  service,  to  induce  him  to  order  four- borse  ser- 
vice, ill  conformity  with  the  other  divisions  of  the  route. 
The  Postmaster  General  declined  tlien  to  order  tbe  higher 
grade  of  service,  but  gave  encouragement  that  it  might  be 
ordered  soon. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
citizens  on  the  route,  the  petitioner  was  induced  to  stock 
the  ronie  for  four-horse  coach  service,  and  to  commence 
carrying  the  mail  in  that  way,  expecting  soon  to  receive 
authority  for  thin  change  in  his  service.  He  continued  to 
transport  the  mail  in  four-horse  coaches,  and  to  make  three 
instead  of  two  trips  a  week  during  the  wliole  term  of  his 
contract,  which  was  known  to  the  Department;  but  it  did 
not  order  the  higher  grade  of  service,  nor  notify  th^  con- 
tractor tliat  he  niumt  not  expect  to  be  paid  for  the  additional 
service  he  was  rendering.  Since  the  expiration  of  the  pe- 
titioner's contract,  the  whole  of  this  route  has  been  let  Ibir 
four- horse  coach  service,  whilst  tbe  mails  are  not  increased 
beyond  what  they  were  during  tbe  preceding  contract. 

**  The  question  in  tbe  case  seems  to  be,  whether  tbe  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  additional  service  was  per- 
formed were  such  as  to  afford  a  reasonalde  ground  of  equity 
for  compensating  tbe  petitioner  for  the  same.  And  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  do  aflbrd  such  equitable 
ground,  and  they  therefore  report  a  bill  for  his  relief.  But 
they  do  not  adept,  as  the  rate  of  compensation,  the  actual 
charges  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  t>iit  the  differenoe  be- 
tween tbe  «ura  he  received  ami  tbe  sum  since  paid  for  the 
h%[her  grade  of  service,  with  an  additional  trip  weekly,  on 
the  same  route.  This  is  $1,967  per  annum,  making  for  the 
four  years  and  a  half  the  sum  of  ^,701  50,  which  thev  think 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioner,  and  they  report  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly." 

Now,  sir,  if  that  report  does  not  show  a  clear 
case  of  equity,  it  is  difficult  for  me'  to  conceive 
what  woufd  do  it.  I  do  not  design  to  ^o  into  cer- 
tain circumstances  which  are  in  the  testimony  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  mails  about  the 
time  this  contract  was  made.  Heic  is  a  contract 
made  on  the  two  ends  of  the  continuous  line,  for 
carrying  the  same  mail  and  the  same  passengers; 
and  the  intermediate  route  was  accepted  at  a  lower 
grade  of  service,  and  the  extreme  ones  at  a  higher 
grade. 

Mr.  BADQER.  Will  mr  friend  from  Texas 
permit  me  to  ask  whether  this  bill  was  reported 
unanimously  by  the  committee?. 

Mr.  RUSK.  It  was;  and  it  haa  passed  the 
Senate  two  t>r  three  times. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  is  said  that  Uie  Postmaster 
Qeneral  reserved  the  right  to  change  the  contract, 
but  he  did  not  so  change  it,  rmresenting  however 
tiat  it  would  be  so  changed.  Now,  I  would  ask  the 
Senator  from  Texas  whether  the  evidence  of  that 
representaiion  arises  from  the  exuarU  affidarit  of 
the  individual  who  contracted  or  from  any  written 
acknowledgment  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  ? 

Mr.  RUSK.  It  came  from  the  gentleman  who 
comes  here  laboring  under  these  dimculties.  The 
other  parties  at  each  end  of  the  road  had  four- 
horse  coaches,  and  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  toM 
him  that  he  would  so  arrange  the  line  that  he 
should  have  no  more  trouble  among  the  pas* 
seogers. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  This  was  at  the  time  the  con- 
tract was  made? 

Mr.  RUSK.    No,  sin  afterwards. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  understood  that  the  statement 
was  made  at  the  time  this  contxmct  waa  made.  The 
report  says: 

"At  tbe  lettings  in  183B.  the  mail  ftom  Winchester  to 
Parkersborg,  on  the  Ohio  river,  consisting  of  three  rootes, 
was  advertised  for  bids  in  two-horse  stages  and  in  four- 
horse  coaches ;  and  when  the  bids  were  considered,  the ' 
Department  accepted  tbe  propoMU  for  four-horse  terviee  oo 
tlweaatanaaBdweateindivlitoosorche  roatet  bat  en  the 


middle  divisioQ,  for  whieh  the  petitkHieriraigMbiMft  « 
accepted  the  proposals  for  two- horse  i>efvie«;  bm  m  a! 
same  time  expressly  reserved  the  right  lo  c^ngt  ii  vt  foe 
horse  service,  and  represented  lo  tbe  eoutiaetDr  ibai  b 
would  be  so  changed  as  soon  as  the  revenue*  of  tbe  Ik 
pertment  would  admii  of  it.  It  wssapanof  tbte«MM 
that  tbe  contractor  was  to  convey  with  tbe  suti  dMitMti. 
gers  who  came  in  the  stage  conveyiug  the  mil  u  ck 

¥>ints  of  connection— 4bat  is,  Romney  sad  ClvkHvi 
he  contract  having  been  accepted  for  the  lower  pi^ 
service  in  tbe  middle  division  of  tbe  rmile  only,  ae  prt. 
tioner  found  that  it  would  be  dilBcalt.  if  not  iaipeMH^ 
him  to  perform  the  same  service,  both  in  tbecneteyunof 
the  mail  and  passengers  with  two  bones,  whicb  a«  («. 
tractors  on  tlie  east  and  west  ends  of  tbe  roue  vqqU  m. 
form  with  four  horses.  Some  of  the  posmMsien  lo^dtiiM 
on  tiie  route,  perceiving  his  difficulty,  iattreated  tbcMdi^ 
in  tlie  matter,  and  endeavored  to  relieve  Mb  frou  (ht«. 
barrassments  of  bis  contract.  At  the  request  of  iliedn« 
of  Marietta,  the  postmaster  of  that  place  west  ma  ^ 
petitioner  to  Wasbiiigion  to  see  the  PostairtcrGisa^w 
the  subject,  before  the  time  for  commencing  the  •ernct,^ 
induce  him  to  order  four  horse  service,  ie  coafonni;  t^ 
the  other  divisions  of  the  route.  Tbe  PnstmuterGeanI 
declined  then  to  order  the  higher  grade  of  serviee,  bii|m 
encouragemeat  that  it  migtit  be  ordeted  seen.'* 

Now,  I  presume  that  there  is  no  wmtco  tfi- 
dence  of  any  stich  encouragement  held  ml  I 
wotild  ask  II  there  is  any  l^ter  from  the  De|w- 
ment  giving  that  encouragement  to  tbe  pethioMr, 
If  not,  I  would  be  unwiUing  that  any  f^bilfo- 
laration  being  nctade  by  a  witness  should  «>» 
show  that  tlie  contract  should  be  different.  1  Uuei 
the  principle  is  a  dangerous  one,  and  I  am  then> 
fore  opposed  to  it. 

Nor,  sir,  can  ]  assent  to  the  doctrtnei  adrunj 
by  the  distinguished  Senator  fh>m  North  Cwk- 
na — that  becaus^a  bill  has  been  reported  bv  i 
committee  we  shoutd  pass  it  quiescentiy  aod  wvk- 
out  investigation .  Wherever  I  can  see  a  pnadptc 
in  a  bill  which  is  wrong,  I  shall  go  iDtoaninmo- 
gation  of  the  matter,  and  shall  at  all  timnyii 
my  d^uty  to  oppose  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  did  not  intend  to  lay  deva 
any  principle  on  this  subject  at  all.  I  meffjy 
meant  to  state  a  rule  by  wntch  I  should  njnku 
my  own  conduct.  Every  other  gentleman  vurtf* 
ulate  himself  by  his  own  notions;  botwheo  icait 
of  a  private  bill  comes  up  which  has  been  npoitd 
unanimously  by  the  committee  in  favor  of  ^ 
ing  relief  to  the  claimant,  and  particularly  vka, 
in  addition  to  that  fact,  on  two  foroMr  oocanoes, 
the  Senate  have  passed  bills  in  conformity  viis 
that  r^ort»  I,  for  one,  will  not  undertake  to  ater 
into  any  reinvestigation  of  the  matter. 

My  friend  from  Delaware  may  have  (and  m 
doubt  justly)  a  higher  confidence  in  hit  a^j 
to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  deciaiooiof  t 
committee  or  of  the  Senate  than  I  can  hare,  ud 
having  that  confidence,  it  is  all  right  and  proper 
that  he  should  investigate  the  matter;  biul,Qot 
having  that  confidence  Uiafl  can  belter  inrestigitj 
the  suuject  than  the  comroiuee  or  the  Senate,  tai 
this  being  a  private  claim,  I  certainly  cannot  pst 
my  vote  a^inat  a  bill  which  comes  here  thiu  nc- 
ommendeo  to  me.  • 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senator  firom  Nortfc  Cl^ 
olina  is  the  beat  judge  of  his  own  foencofadoi 
regarding  matters  coming  before  this  body,  lad  1 
must  be  the  judge  of  what  is  best  in  my  own  «» 

Mr.  BADGER.    Certainly.    Thaiianglu. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Thoiigh  he  may  wppoieitii 
somewhat  presumptuous  in  me  to  questws  aa* 
rior  decisions  of  the  Senate,  becauac  a  bffl  w 
formerly  been  paased,  I  must  say  that,  m  «f 
judgment,  if  the  views  of  tbe  Senator  were  c^ 
ried  out,  the  corruptions  that  would  exiitB"* 
Government  woula  be  linaitlesa.  ^ 

Mr.  BADGER.  Very  likely  they  mighV  ^* 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  these cornwtwwin 
past  times,  but  take  it  altogether,  I  think  thup 
have  gone  on  pretty  welUand  thesebillaM**^ 
comfortably  got  along  with.  ,   .  . 

Mr.  MASON.    This  is  a  daim  hroo^i  brj 
roan  whom  I  have  known  for  many  y*'*»**V 
more  respectable,  worthy,  and  honest  roancaaao^ 
be  found.  He  contracted  for  several  yeniaww 
the  mail,  and  his  failure  to  receive  »•, «*»P*IJ; 
tion  due  to  him  for  the  serviee  has  now  brokw  w 
down ,  and  he  is  a  bankrupt  I  do  not  meao  to^ 
dues  this  asaddingto  the  merit  of  tbe  ^»mii 
not  doubt  the  fact  will  commend  its^to »*r^ 
ly  feelings  of  Senators  generally,  ana  ««P^' 
my  friend  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  ^^^^^^'Ll^^j 

Now,  aa  one  of  a  conunitlee  who  inr W^ 

this 
sonal 

the  su_.^.  .. —  -, — -p ,     .         .    ^, 

say  this  to  th«  Senate,  that  tto  iw^  ^ 
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^ertaken  by  Mr.  Kuyk«ndall  of  carrying  the  mail 
in  foui>horse  coacbes  aud  an  increased  number  of 
lime*  per  week  in  lieu  of  the  two-horse  coaches  in 
compluuice  with  liis  original  contract,  on  the  ex- 
peciaiion,  if  not  a  direct  promise  derived  from 
ihe  Postmaster  Genial,  that  when  tlie  improved 
eonditioB  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Omce  De- 
CArtment  would  admit  of  it,  he  would  ratify  what 
ne  fastd  undertaken  to  do,  and  pay  him  accordingly^. 
*rhe  service  was  undertaken  because  the  necessi- 
ties of  that  line  required  it,  and  because  of  the  just 
expectation  derived  from  his  intercourse  with  the 
Poatinaster  General,  that  when  the  revenues  would 
sUtow  it,  he  would  be  paid.    Here  is  the  letter, 
^vhich  I  think  will  answer  the  Sejiator  from  Del- 
mw^are.     It  is  from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  and  is 
addressed  to  the  Hon.  Greorge  W.  Hopkins,  then 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  in  the  House  of  Representatives.    He 
•ayss 

**  Bat  oncb  wu  the  dlflferene<)  on  the  route  in  question, 
ttiBt  the  tw<>-lK>ne  atsf  e  Mrrice  was  aecepted,  wiUi  a  raiw- 
▼aiion  that  the  higher  Mrvice  nisht  be  ordered  it'  Uie  De- 
nartmeat  sho«iId  Utink  proper.  The  expenditures  of  the 
I)epartnient  were  at  that  time  over  it«  income,  and  econ- 
omy was  the  wle  consideration  which  induced  the  accept- 
ance •f  theitaRe  aervice,  with  ft>e  intention  freely  ezpresied 
to  Mr.  Kuykendall  to  order  the  higher  service  whenever 
Che  mi-aiu)  of  the  Department  would  authorize  it. 

**  Mr.  Kuyltendall  wait  then  running  fnur-liorae  coaches, 
sMd  it  was  no  doubt  in  anticipation  of  such  an  order  that 
be  continued  tliat  Icind  of  service,  and  ran  tluree  tines  a 
week  wboN  lie  wa»  bound  to  run  Imt  twice. 

<*  Tlie  anticipated  improvement  in  the  revenue  did  not 
oceer,  and  tbe  tUgber  service  was  never  ordered ;  and  f 
bare  no  doubt  titat  Mr.  Kaykeadali  had  a  hard  tine  of  it.'* 

Now,  I  submit  to  the  Senator  who  reported  this 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Rosds,  whether  this  is  not  a  case  which  ad- 
dresses itself  to  the  equity  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. This  man  has  expended  his  money  in 
«fce  ptiblie  service,  and  with  a  just  expectation 
that  the  service  he  was  performing  would  be  rec- 
egnised  by  the  Department  for  which  it  was 
done,  the  fact  being  substantiated  by  this  letter. 
And  I  submit,  also,  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
eaid  with  more  force  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  that  with  respect  io  this  bill,  so  far  as 
the  &cts am  concerned!  we  may  safely  rely  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  aapree  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vtrginia  [Mr.  Massk]  and  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bad- 
ger] with  regard  to  the  confidence  that  should  be 
placed  in  the  report  of  a  committee,  as  to  the  facts 
tn  the  case;  ancf,in  general;  1  have  great  confidence 
in  the  opinions  of  a  committee.  But  the  question 
raised  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Bataro]  did  not  relate  at  all  to  the  facts  in 
the  case,  or  the  opinions  which  may  be  expressed, 
but  to  the  principle  upon  which  the  aliowance  is 
proposed  to  be  given.  This  letter,  as  1  under- 
stand, was  written  In  1844^  years  afler  the  trans- 
action to  which  it  relates  had  taken  place,  and 
when  the  Postmaster  General  had  gone  out  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  It  is,  then,  tbe  letter  of  a 
private  indiviaual  in  relation  to  a  certain  transac- 
tion which  had  occurred  lon^  before,  and  was 
obtained  with  the  intention  of  having  it  used  to 
sustain  this  claim,  and  is  a  mere  statement  of  the 
transaction  as  nearly  as  he  could  recollect  it. 

It  seems  to  me,  in  looking  at  this  matter  in  res- 
pect to  Mr.  Kuykendall,  that  it  suggests,  I  will 
not  say  the  corruption,  but  I  will  say  the  impro- 
priety of  the  recognition  of  such  a  transaction  by 
Congress.  An  aovertisemem  is  put  in  the  public 
newspapers,  and  individuals  are  induced  to  come 
(Jsrward  and  take  Contracts  on  the  lowest  terms. 
An  individual  comes  forward  with  others,  and 
makes  a  bid  much  lower  than  any  one  can  afford 
to  do  tbe  service,  and  of  course  lie  excludes  all 
competition,  and  geu  the  contract.  After  he  has 
done  it,  if  we  admit  the  power  of  the  Department 
to  make  him  an  extra  allowance  for  extra  service, 
we  put  it  in  the  power  of  Uie  Department  to  do  as 
was  done  in  years  past,  when  extra  allowance  was 
^en  to  the  postmasters  throughout  the  country, 
we  know  wnat  a  complaint  there  was  of  the  cor- 
niption  which  cr^  into  the  administration  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  many  years  since,  when 
extra  allowances  were  made  to  contractors,  to 
double  tbe  amount  originally  contracted,  so  that 
fortunes  were  made.  Suspicions  attached  to  the 
administration  of  the  pQSt  Office  Department,  and, 
consequently,  certain  officers  were  obliged  to  leave 
their  offifics.  Wixetbfr  these  suspicions  were  well 


founded  or  not,  J  will  not  pretend  to  say.  I  men- 
tion it,  to  show  that  corruptions  were  supposed  to 
have  crept  into  that  Department.  Such  was  the 
general  public  sentiment  at  that  time,  and  a  con- 
trolling one,  owing  to  the  discretion  exercised  by 
the  Department  to  change  the  whole  character  of  a 
contract  aud  make  an  increased  allowance. 

Although  this  is  not  precisely  of  the  same  char- 
acter, it  involves  the  same  principle.  It  puts  up  to 
the  lowest  bidder  contracts  for  doinff  certain  pub- 
lic service.  All  competition  is  excluded,  if  you 
admit  that  the  Postmaster  General  can  have  a  pri- 
vate understanding  with  any  contractor;  for  he 
can  change  the  contract  to  suit  his  convenience.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Kuykendall  is  a  very  cor- 
rect sort  of  a  man;  but  that  does  not  change  the 
principle  in  this  case  at  all.  « 

Sir,  if  this  can  be  allowed,  we  shall  have  changes 
in  the  mail  contracts  every  day  of  the  year.  We 
recognize  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, and  the  contractors  will  act  upon  that,  of 
course.  If  this  principle  be  once  recognized  iii 
these  claims  for  extra  allowance,  1  do  not  see  how 
we  are  to  reject  these  claims  in  future  cases,  which 
may  come  before  us  on  precisely  the  same  ground. 
Sir,  there  has  scarcely  been  a  month  which  I  have 
sat  here  without  having  had  applications  from  cit- 
izens of  my  State,  asking  for  an  increase  in  the 
mail  service.  They  set  forth  that  the  interests  of 
the  country  require  it.  And  what  am  I  told  when 
I  make  this  request?  I  am  told  that  the  means  of 
the  country  will  not  allow  it.  We  are  told  that 
parties  must  carry  out  their  contracts;  that  the 
Department  has  no  discretion,  and  that  the  citi- 
zens must  submit  to  the  inconvenience.  The  rule 
of  the  Department,  I  think,  is  a  correct  one,  al- 
though I  know  that  my  constituents  have  suffered 
in  consequence.  Where  increased  service  is  asked 
upon  any  route,  the  regulation  of  the  Department 
is  this:  that  the  postmasters  at  the  ends  of  the 
routes  are  required  to  weigh  the  mail  matter;  and 
if  it  exceeds  a  certain  weight,  the  weight  calcu- 
lated upon  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  then 
the  increased  service  is  allowed  and  paid  for.  I 
think  that  that  is  a  proper  regulation;  and  1  pre- 
sume it  was  the  regulation  at  the  time  that  Kuy- 
kendall entered  intohis  contract*  All  other  portions 
of  the  countiy,  and  all  other  contractors  beins;  re- 
quired to  conform  to  that  regulation,  I  do  no^ink 
it  proper  to  make  an  exception  m  this  case;  be- 
cause, if  you  do,  you  will  have  the  Senate  filled 
with  applications  from  all  parts  of  the  Union — •* 
many  of  them  equally  meritorious  with  this  case, 
however  meritorious  it  may  be. 

Mr.  RUSK.  £  have  never  known,  during  my 
short  term  of  service  here,  as  well  an  established 
case  as  this  fail  to  receive  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  this  Senate — to  pay  what  is  justly  and  equit- 
ably due  to  an  individiial.  £  admit  that  we  should 
proceed  with  very  great  caution  in  the  establishment 
of  a  principle  to  govern  a  future  Congress,  or  any- 
thing of  that  sort.  But  these  applications  are  not 
determined  by  law;  because,  if  a  law  existed  to 
determine  them,  they  would  not  be  before  us. 
They  come  before  us,  and  are  applications  to  our 
discretion  and  sense  of  justice  in  the  matter. 
Now,  sir,  the  question  arises  here,  will  the  Uni- 
ted States  receive  service  which  was  necessary  to 
itself,  which  was  reasonable,  and  which  the  Post- 
master General  himself  encouraged  to  be  made, 
with  the  view  that  we  should  pay  for  it,  and  then 
avail  itself  of  a  technicality  to  escape  the  payment 
of  itr— or  will  it  pay  what  every  roan  will  see  at  once 
ought  to  be  paid?  What  would  have  been  the 
consequence,  if  this  individual  had  not  put  on  the 
four-horse  coaches,  and  run  his  stages  three  times 
a  week?  Why  the  mails  of  the  United  States 
would  have  been  delayed;  and  every  man  who 
used  those  mails  would  have  been  delayed,  and 
thrown  over  in  his  correspondence.  Every  pas- 
senger going  there  would  nave  had  to  do  it  at  an 
increased  expense,  and  be  detained  from  his  busi- 
ness in  consequence  of  this  interruption.  This 
man  then,  by  his  increased  service  has  benefited 
the  Government,  and  benefited  the  public.  He 
was  encouraged  to  perform  this  service  by  the 
Postmaster  General.  He  broke  himself  in  doins 
so;  and  he  now  asks  Congress  whether  they  will 
pay  himt  or  try  to  exonerate  themselves  from  the 
payment.    I  hope  the  bill  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  confess  I  cannot  perceive 
tbe  equity  of  this  case,  according  to  my  ideas  of 
equity.  Grounds  of  compassion  are  too  loose  as 
ideas  of  equity,  in  my  judgment.    Acting  here  as 


Representatives,  we  have  no  right  to  disburse  the 
funds  of  the  nation  as  if  we  were  dealing  with  our 
own  private  funds,  on  motives  addressed  to  our 
feelings.  We  must  act  upon  our  judgment  in  re- 
lation to  claims  a^nst  the  Government.  The 
danger  which  I  think  ^rows  out  of  legislation  on 
cases  of  this  kind,  arises  out  of  this:  our  laws 
require  that  the  contracts  shall  be  made  in  writing 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  (previous  notice  hav- 
ing been  given,)  and  with  the  lowest  bidder.  When 
the  contract  is  made,  and  after  the  service  has  been 
performed,  after  a  lapse  of  eleven  years,  are  we  to 
suffer  a  party  to  come  forward  and,  on  ex  parte 
testimony,  to  interpolate  practically  into  that 
contract  a  private  understanding  with  the  Post- 
master General,  and  say  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  it?  This  individual  did  nothing 
more  than  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  he  was 
bound  to  do,  as  regards  the  United  States.  The 
terms  of  the  contract  bound  him  to  carry  tbe  mails 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  passengers  on  the 
route,  in  two-horse  post  coaches.  If  he  pleased 
to  extend  the  power  for  the  performance  of  the 
duty,  he  had  a  right  to  do  so;  but  he  was  bound 
to  perform  the  duty,  and  he  would  have  lost  his 
contract,  and  been  liable  to  forfeiture  for  a  viola- 
tion of  it^  if  he  had  not  gone  on  and  perforihed  the 
service.  The  danger  is,  that  you  ask  now  a  vio- 
lation of  our  own  law,  (and  there  is  no  use  in  the 
law  if  cases  of  this  kind  can  be  brought  up,  and 
made  exceptions  to  it  after  this  lapse  of  time,) 
which  guards  against  the  exercise  of  discretion  on 
the  part  of  the  Postmaster  General,  when  it  is  not 
evidenced  in  the  written  contract  of  the  party. 
You  require  that  the  Postmaster  General  shaJl  give 
a  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder;  and  you  seek  now, 
in  defiance  of  the  contract,  to  interfK>Iate  a  private 
understanding,  or  a  private  expectation  helu  out  to 
him.  I  consider  this  is  a  dangerous  principle,  and 
one  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  however  hard 
it  may  be  on  the  party.  Under  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances stated  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
I  cannot  recognize  tne  principle  of  equity  of  the 
case,  unless  you  establish  to  my  satisfaction  that 
there  was  a  fraudulent  collision  between  some 
party  and  the  offiper,  for  the  purpose  of  ruining 
this  individual  or  taking  advantage  of  him.  No 
such  intimation  is  made — no  «uch  evidence  exists; 
and  therefore  I  cannot  see  any  equity  in  the  claim. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

WILLIAM  A.  CHRISTIAN. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Christian 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  SeflNste- proceeded 
to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
directs  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  purser  William  A.  Christian,  in  the 
settlement  of  nis  accounts,  the  sum  of  jft2,64d  74, 
being  the  amount  disallowed  him  in  a  former  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts,  for  payments  to  warrant 
officers  of  the  United  States  steam-ship  Prineeton. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
report,  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

6.  THOMAS  HOWARD. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  Thomas  Howard 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
authorizes  and  directs  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  the  claim 
of  G.  Thomas  Howard,  for  compensation  and 
traveling  expenses  as  bearer  of  dispatches  from 
Texas  to  Washington  city  in  the  year  1845,  and 
to  allow  him  compensation,  at  the  rate  of  |6  per 
day,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twenty-five  duyp, 
and  traveling  expenses  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per 
mile,  from  Austin,  Texas,  to  Washington  city, 
computing  the  distance  according  to  the  most  usu- 
ally traveled  route. 

Kfr.  BAYARD.  Is  thereany  report  in  the  case? 
If  there  is,  I  should  like  to  hear  it  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  was  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Norrisi]  but 
there  is  no  vmtten  report. 

Mr.  PRATT.  As  the  Senator  who  reported 
the  bill  is  not  in  his  place,  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  laying  it  over. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  EADGER.    I  would  like  to  hear  it  read. 
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The  letter  was  read  accordingly.  It  states  that 
there  is  no  precedent  on  the  files  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  determine  the  reasonableness  of  Mr. 
H  o ward  'h  uluiiii ;  and  that  the  compensai  ion  «8ual  I  y 
allowed  to  bearers  of  dispatches  to  and  from  coun- 
tries, is  1^6  dollars  per  day,  and  all  other  necessary 
traveling  expenses. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Unless  there  is  some  report 
in  relation  to  the  circa  instances  of  this  case,  I 
would  prefer  that  it  shoufd  lie  over.  The  com- 
pensation of  a  b€»rer  of  dispatches,  I  believe,  is  a 
matter  of  useless  patronage.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
always  paid.  I  have  certainly  known  cases  where 
the  office  of  bearer  of  dispatches  was  a  mere  nom- 
inal one;  and  surely  it  is  an  almost  entirely  useless 
one.  I  move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  until  Friday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAMS,  STAPLES,  hk  WILUAMS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Williams,  Staples, 
A  Williams.     It  authorizes  and  directs  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Wil- 
liams, Staples,  &  Williams,  of  the  city  of  Nor-  j 
folk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  a  sum  not  exceed-  ; 
isg  $1,156  50,  being  the  amount  of  duties  paid  by  ' 
them  on  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  hogsheads 
of  sugars  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  while  in 
the  public  store,  at  theci*.y  of  Norfolk,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1848;  which  sugars  were  imported  by 
them  into  the  port  of  Norfolk  on  or  abcrut  the  6th 
of  June,  1648. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and 
vaa  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

JAMES  FCRGUSOIf. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  James  Ferguson, 
surviviD^  partner  of  the  firm  of  Ferguson  &  Mil- 
hado.  ft  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  James  Ferguson,  surviv- 
ing partner  of  the  late  firm  of  Fer^son  &  Miiha- 
do,  of  the  city  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $735  60,  bein^  the  amount  alleged  to 
have  been  paid  by  them  in  discharge  of  their  bond 
given  to  the  United  States,  dated  May  22,  1848, 
for  duties  on  one  hundred  and  forty-two  hogs- 
heads of  molasses  which  were  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  public  store  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1848. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and,  being 
read  the  third  time,  was  passed. 

WILLIAM  WOODBRIDOE — HEWRT  CHlPMAlf. 

The  bill  to  provide  compensation  to  William 
Woodbridge  and  Henry  Chipman,  for  adjusting 
titles  to  lands  in  Michigan, and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  William  Woodbricige  and  Henry 
Chipman,  late  judges  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Territory  of  Michi^n,  at  the  rate  of  $500  each 
per  annum,  for  services  in  ascertaining,  adjusting, 
and  settling  claims  to  land,  and  performing  other 
duties,  in  conformity  with  the  acts  of  April  21, 
1826,  and  May  28, 1830. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  i 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

SARAH  FLINN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Flinn  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider it  as  in  Committee  of  the  W  hole.  It  author- 
izes and  directs  the  proper  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Sarah  Flinn  $80,  for  sup- 
plies furnished  by  her  to  Captain  William  Rowell's 
company  of  Florida  Mounted  Militia,  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  24th  day  of 
March.  1839. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

MAISOR  ROUGE  GRANT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate 
proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  con- 
sider the  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  prel^mptioo  to 
f^ttlers  on  the  public  land  known  as  the  Maison 
Rouge  Ghrant.  It  provides  that  every  person, 
being  the  head  of  a  family,  or  widow,  or  tingle 


man,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who, 
prior  to  January  27th,  1851,  was  an  actual  set- 
tler on  the  public  land  known  as  the  Maison 
Rouble  Grant,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  re- 
sided thereon  on  that  day,  or  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  such  person,  shall  be  emitled  to 
enter  land  at  the  proper  land  office,  in  legal  sub- 
divisions, not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  (to  include  the  residence  and  improvements 
of  the  settler)  at  themtmmion  price  of  such  lands, 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  and  under  the 
same  limitations  as  are  prescribed  in  the  act  **  to 
'grant  the  right  of  preemption  to  certain  purcha- 

*  sers  and  settlers  on  the  Maison  Rou^e  Grant,  in 

*  the  event  of  the  final  adjudication  ot  the  title  in 

*  favor  of  the  United  States,"  approved  January 
27th,  1851. 

Mr.  DOWNS.     I  have  an  amendment  which  1 

wish  to  offer.    It  is  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the  bill, 

these  words: 

And  Uiat  tiie  provttiont  or  the  third  section  of  raid  net 
be,  Olid  the  ranieare  hereby,  exlendisd  to  Uie  seltlens  on  the 
lliiiitrop  Gmm,  in  the  ssiue  land  district  as  the  Mai«on 
Rouge  Grant. 

These  two  grants  are  exactly  similarly  situated. 
Preemption  rights  have  been  extended  to  settlers 
on  the  Bastrop  Grant,  and  I  want  now  to  extend 
to  them  the  provisions  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act 
of  27th  January,  1851,  which  describes  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  when  there  are  two  or  more  set- 
tlers on  the  same  quarter  section.  That  provis- 
ion of  the  act  of  1851  is  in  these  words: 

<<  That  if  the  residences  and  iniproTcmentt  of  two  or 
more  per«OHs,  cntiUcd  to  preemption  u  aforesaid,  ahnll  be 
found  on  any  one  of  ihe  sroallPFt  legal  eubdiritttons  of  the 
public  lands,  the  same  may  be  entered  Jointly  by  the  par- 
licf,  in  order  that  they  may  secure  and  diride  the  same,  ac- 
cfNTdiiig  to  their  several  rights:  and  in  delkult  of  one  or 
more  of  the  partipt  taking  the  proper  stepa  within  the  time 
pre8cril>ed  to  secure  the  benefit  ol  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  one  of  the  parties  of  this  class  to  make  the  entry  of 
the  wliole  of  such  legal  subdivision  for  his  sole  botcfit.  ** 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  would  like  to  inquire  from 
what  committee  this  bill  comes? 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  was  introduced  by 
unanimous  consent  by  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  Downs,]  and  is  now  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DOWNS.*  I  will  ffive  a  word  of  explana- 
tion of  the  merits  of  this  bill .  At  the  last  Congress 
a  bin  was  passed  giving  the  right  of  preemption  to 
the  purchasers  and  settlers  who  had  purchased 
from  the  former  claimants  on  the  Maison  Rouge 
Gront.  It  was  intended  to  apply  to  those  who  had 
settled  merely,  as  well  as  to  those  who  had  pur- 
chased of  the  original  claimants.  But  the  Land 
Office  had  construed  that  law  so  as  to  exclude  that^ 
portion  of  settlers  who  had  no  written  title  from* 
the  former  claimant.  1  uriderstood,  at  the  time 
that  bill  was  nassed,that  by  its  operation,  as  soon 
as  the  grant  snould  be  declared  to  be  public  land, 
the  rights  of  preemption  would  accrue  to  all  set- 
tlers; but  the  Land  Office  decided  otherwise.  There 
is  a  provision  in  the  act  of  1841  that  preemptions 
shall  not  accrue  to  any  reserved  lands;  and  there- 
fore, though  many  of  those  persons  have  lived  on 
this  land  for  a  number  of  years,  the  Land  Office 
has  decided  that  their  settlement  amounts  to  noth- 
ing, because  this  gi^nt  was  construed  to  be  re- 
served land.  This  bill  now  is  to  place  them  upon 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  those  who  purchased 
from  the  original  claimants,  and  therefore  obtained 
preemption  rights.  This  is  merely  to  grant  what 
was  intended  by  the  act  as  it  originally  passed, 
but  was  not  embraced  in  it  from  a  misconstruction, 
as  I  conceive,  of  the  law. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  whether  the  amendment  he  has  pro- 
posed does  not  extend  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
settlers  on  public  land  other  than  that  known  as 
the  Maison  Rouge  Grant. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  To  settlers  on  another  grant 
similarly  situated. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  proposition  contained  in 
the  amendment  has  not  been  referred  to  any  com- 
mittee, and  of  course  not  reported  upon.  It  ex- 
tends to  other  lands  than  those  mentioned  in  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  It  contains  precisely  the  same 
principle. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  But  it  is  really  a  new  subject, 
which  has  never  gone  to  a  committee,  and  has 
never  been  reported  upon. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  There  are  two  Spanish  grants 
In  the  same  neigrhborhood,  of  the  same  date — the 
Bastrop,  and  Maison  Rouge  Grant.     The  bDI 


specifically  applies  to  the  Maison  Rouge  Gnat. 
The  amendment  is  to  extend  to  the  Bastrop  Gnuit 
a  provision  which  prevails  among  setUert  on  ihe 
Maison  Rouge  Grant.  ItdoesnotaffMthcUniKj 
States  at  all.  lis  object  is  to  enable  pnrtiet  ts 
settle  controversies,  to  enable  them  to  divide  Icgtl 
subdivisions  of  land  to  which  they  nay  httoat 
entitled.  There  is  no  necessity  to  send  it  to  i 
separate  committee,  because  it  involves  exsciiy 
the  san>e  principle. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  wish  to  inquire  further  of  tb 
Senator  who  reported  this  bill,  whether  the  pr^ 
emption  rights  granted  by  it  are  precisely  theauM 
as  those  granted  under  the  general  law  rehuirtts 
preemption  rights;  whether  the  same  eaikiire* 
quired  of  persons  who  claim  them,  and  the  tam 
proofs  ana  testimony  to  be  introduced  before  iW 
proper  officer,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  itsI 
themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  law  ? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  As  I  understand  it,  theaai 
provisions  are  required.  This  is  only  to  eiind 
to  those  settlers  without  title,  the  same  priTikfi 
which  was  conferred  iipon  others  by  theactpawj 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  I  hare  made  tin 
motion  to  embrace  this  provision  of  the  biU,  U* 
cause  I  thou^t,  by  the  operation  of  the  law  as^ 
the  construction  wnich  has  been  placed  en  it  by 
the  land  office,  a  certain  class  of  persons  had  bceo 
excluded,  to  whom  nobody  objects,  to  wbonibe 
land  office  does  not  object,  and  who  arc  erery* 
where  supposed  to  have  a  perfect  right  to  this  pre- 
emption. It  is  simply  to  supply  an  Ofoiasioflof 
the  law  passed  at  the  last  session. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  bill  wai  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  as  amended,  the  antendnuoi 
was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

DAVID  OSVORIf. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  David  Osbom  wu 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  k 
authorizes  and  directs  the  accounting  nfScen  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  David  Osborne  f23fl  40,ibf 
supplies  furnished  by  him  to  Captain  WiDiui 
Rowell's  company  of  Florida  mounted  miiiiist 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ob  tbt 
17ih  of  April,  1839. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  aaeo^- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  t  tbiid 
reading. 

THOMAS  D.  JCIflllNGS. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Jenninj* 
w^s  read  a  second  time,  emd  considered  ai  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes  ThomsfD. 
Jennings,  of  Florida,  to  enter,  at  the  ipiniiDUBi 
price  of  public  lands,  a  quantity  of  land  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  embraciag 
the  improvement  on  which  his  late  father.  Lav* 
rence  D.  Jennings,  resided  before  his  death,  on 
due  proof  being  presented  to  the  register  of  the 
proper  land  office,  that  he  would  have  been  enutW 
to  a  preSraption,  but  for  the  removal  ofihtfuuij 
aAer  the  death  of  the  father. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

JOHN  McRSTNOLDS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McReynoHi,  of 
Detroit,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  was  resd  •««• 
ond  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  directs  the  payment  of  f  1,036  86  to 
John  McReynolds,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  the  commencemeni  of 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  Beaver  lilwjd. 
after  which  he  was  directed  to  erect  said  light- 
house in  another  place. 

It  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ontt- 

ed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

SAMUEL  BRAT. 
The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Bray  wmw^ 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  io  Committee  « 
the  Whole.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  tjt 
Treasury  to  pay  to  Samuel  Bray,  keeper  ofwe 
Dog  Island  light-house,  such  amount,  wt^*??' 
ing  #500,  as  may,  upon  satisfactory  proof  exw^ 
ited  and  produced  by  Samuel  Broy,  covtrw 
losses  by  him  suffered,  while  keeper  of  said  liffM- 
house,  during  the  gale  of  23d  anJ  34th  of  A«««*' 

It  was  reported  without  amendmefit.ana  »«•»- 
ed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  umt. 
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THOMAS    RHODES, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes  and  directs  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Tiiomas 
Rhodes  the  sum  of  j^,175  II,  inTuU  satisfuction 
for  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  opening  and 
constructing^  a  road  from  Mobile,  in  Alabama,  to 
Pxiflca^ula  Bay,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  in  the  year  1828,  in  pursuance  of  an  implied 
authority  and  contract  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral.   

Mr.  RHETT.  I  should  like  to  hear  some  ex- 
planation of  that  bill  from  the  Senator  who  re- 
ported it. 

Mr.  SOULE.  This  bill  has  been  several  times 
before  the  Senate,  reported  upon  favorably,  and 
acted  upon.  It  comes  again  before  us,  on  account 
of  its  never  having  been  reached  in  its  order  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  There  have  been 
•everal  reports  in  its  favor.  One  of  them  may  be 
taken  up  and  read,  and  it  will  explain  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  committee  found  themselves  on 
investigating  this  claim.  It  is  one  which  pleads 
loudly  for  justice,  and  requires  at  our  hanas  that 
we  should  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  think  this  is  an  ad- 
mirable bill,  and  one  which  ought  to  pass.  It  is 
the  first  affirmation  which  I  ever  recollect  having 
seen  here  of  the  doctrine  of  the  ri^ht  of  making 
roads  to  carry  the  mails.  I  think  it  is  an  admir- 
able bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PHILIP  MILLER. 

The  Senate  proceeded 'to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Miller.  It 
requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place  the 
name  of  Philip  Miller,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  roll  of 
invalid  pensioners,  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  month 
during  nis  natural  life — ^to  commence  from  and 
aAer  the  Ist  of  May,  1848. 

It  was  reported  without  amendment,  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time,  and  being  read  a  third  time, 
was  passed. 

ST.  John's  church,  Washington. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  St.  John's  Church,  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  which  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
read  a  second  time;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
provides  that  the  lot  of  ground  now  used  as  a 
Durial  ground  by  said  church,  occupying  square 
No.  276,  situated  near  the  northern  limits  of  the 
city,  and  which  the  late  President  Madison  per- 
mitted the  said  church  to  occupy  for  said  pur- 
pose, be  granted  in  fee-simple  to  tlie  church,  and 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  be 
authorized  and  required  to  convey  said  lot  to  said 
church  by  a  pro  per  deed,  as  evidence  of  this  grant; 
and  also  that  tne  j^200  heretofore  paid  by  the 
church  be  repaid  to  the  rector  for  the  use  of  the 
church,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  oppropriated. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Is  there  any  report  in  the 
case? 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  not.  There  is 
nothing  but  the  petition.  The  bill  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Suields,]  not 
now  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Unless  some  reasons  be  given 
for  n'lakin^  the  grant  of  |200  to  the  church,  I 
move  to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill.  But  as 
the  Senator  who  reported  it  is  not  present,  I  move 
to  postpone  its  further  consideration  until  next 
Friday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOSEPH  H.  D.  BOWMAR. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  D.  Bowmar, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  was  read  a  second  time;  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  it  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  provides  that  a  patent  shall  be  granted 
to  the  said  Bowmar,  of  Carroll  parish,  Louisiana, 
for  the  lot  or  fractional  section  No.  Sr7,  in  town- 
ship 19,  and  range  3  east,  in  the  district  of  lands 
north  of  Red  river,  subject  to  entry  and  sale  at 
Washita,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  containinj^ 
145  13*100  acres,  on  the  final  settlement  of  certi- 
ficate No.  9977,  issued  to  said  Bowmar  May  16, 
1849,  on  the  payment  of  purchase  money  on  said  I 


land;  and  that  so  much  of  section  2,  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1849,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  J.  Carson,"  as  confirms  the  selection 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  said 
lot  No.  27,  for  the  use  of  public  schools,  be  re- 
pealed; provided,  that  nothing  m  the  present  act 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  reduce  the  quantity  of 
lands  to  which  said  township  is  eiititleti  by  law. 

On  the  request  of  Mr.  ATCHISON  the  report 
was  redd;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  memori- 
alist settled  on  the  lot  stated,  and  became  entitled 
to  a  preemption  in  consequence  thereof.  That 
lot  having  been  improperly  selected  for  school  pur- 
poses, upon  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  selection  wa^  revoked,  ami  on  Jan- 
uary 4, 1849,  the  memorialist  was  permitted  to  en- 
ter his  preemption.  Before  the  entry  was  actu- 
ally made,  however.  Congress,  in  ignorance  of  tlie 
rights  of  the  memorialist,  passed  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  J.  Carson,  by  which  he,  Carson, 
was  permitted  to  enter  the  sixteenili  section,  and 
lot  twenty-seven  was  reserved  for  scho6l  purposes. 
The  proper  officers,  in  the  mean  time,  before  the 
act  of  Cohg;ress  was  known  to  them,  permitted 
the  memohaUst  to  enter  his  preemption,  and 
granted  the  certificate  on  May  16,  1849.  With 
the  obstacles  arising  from  the  act  of  Congress  fur 
the  benefit  of  said  Carson,  a  patent  is  refused  to 
the  memorialist.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towosliip,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  relief  should  be<granted  to  the  memorialist, 
and  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  proviso  b 
added  to  secure  the  right  of  the  township  to  the 
quantity  of  land  which  the  law  allows  it. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  1  do  not  know  whether, 
upon  a  close  examination  of  the  matter,  1  would 
have  any  objection  to  this  bill  or  not.  But,  sir, 
it  appears  to  be  somewhat  complicated,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  having  an  opportunity  to  examine 
it,  I  propose  that  it  be  permitted  to  he  over. 

Mr.  DOWNS.     I  can  explain  it  now. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  But  1  would  rather  exam- 
ine the  report.  I  think  we  have  done  enough  for 
Louisiana  to-day,  in  the  way  of  preemption  rights. 
I  doubt  whether  Congress,  having  once  vested  a 
right  by  law  in  the  township,  can  now,  by  repeal- 
ing that  law,  divest  the  township  of  any  right; 
and  if  you  do  that,  and  authorize  or  require  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  or  the 
President,  to  issue  a  patent  to  this  individual  to  this 
land,  whether  or  not  he  would  not  have  just  claim 
against  the  Government  for  the  value  of  the  land. 
I  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  next  Friday. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  vote  cheerfully  for  the 
postponement,  if  my  friend  who  makes  the  motion 
will  pledge  himself  thaC  between  now  and  next 
Friday  he  will  examine  the  case.  If  h^  will  not, 
1  think  it  is  unfair  to  move  the  postponement. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  hope  the  postponement  will 
not  take  place.  This^is  an  exceedingly  simple 
case.  There  is  a  provision  of  law  that  a  certain 
amount  of  land,  in  each  township,  shall  be  set 
apart  for  public  schools.  Instructions  were  issued 
to  the  land  officers  in  Louisiana,  many  years  ago, 
to  make  the  selections.  It  happened  that  in  some 
townships  more  was  reserved  than  was  necessary. 
The  authority  has  been  exercised  by  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  when  the  matter  was  under 
his  control,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
since  the  organization  of  that  Department,  when 
this  was  ascertained  to  be  the  case,  to  relieve  the 
surplus  from  reservation,  and  allow  entries  to  be 
maae.    In  a  case  of  this  kind,  Bowmar  made  ap- 

Clication  to  be  allowed  to  enter  this  lot,  and  on  a 
earing  of  the  whole  case,  Mr.  Walker  decided 
that  he  had  a  ri^t  to  do  so,  because  the  township 
had  enough  besides.  But,  in  the  meantime.  Con- 
gress, knoyring  nothing  about  it,  and  a  claim 
pending  her^  for  Carson  to  be  allowed  to  make  his 
entry  on  this  same  lot,  they  passed  a  law  author- 
izing him  to  make  such  an  entry.  If  the  commit- 
tee had  known  these  facts  when  Carson's  case 
was  before  them,  they  would  not  have  reported  in 
his  favor.  It  is  now  clear  that  the  proper  title 
belongs  to  Bowmar,  and  it  is  necessary  to  repeal 
that  portion  of  the  act  referred  to  in  the  bill.  As 
to  the  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that  it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  Co  take  back 
any  of  these  school  lands,  they  do  it  always,  with 
the  consent  of  the  township.  It  has  been  the 
practice  for  twenty  years.  I  disapprove  of  it.  I 
think  it  is  wrong;  out  it  has  been  acted  on  from 


time  to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the  township, 
and  it  is  now  too  late  to  make  that  objection.  But 
it  do^  not  arise  in  tliis  case,  because  the  school 
selection  l.*ad  actually  been  made  from  this  section 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  it  is  not 
now  a  question  between  the  petitioner  and  the 
United  States,  but  a  question  between  Carson  and 
Bowmar. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  regret  to  interfpre  in  this  mat- 
ter; but  if  I  understand  ilie  question,  there  is  an 
important  principle  involved  in  it.  The  contest 
is  not  between  the  township  and  the  individual 
grantee,  but  between  two  individual  grantees — 
Carson  and  Bowmar.  Now,  the  Supreme  Court 
have  decided,  in  a  case  which  1  have  had  occasion 
recently  to  examine,  that  wherever  a  party  is  en- 
titled to  a  pre<§mption  and  has  made  a  claim  to 
make  an  entry  to  th^  land,  that  inchoate  preemp- 
tion conliers  such  a  right  as  cannot  be  interfered 
with  by  any  subsequent  action  of  Congress. 
Here,  if  I  unaeratand  correctly,  by  one  act  otCon- 
gre>8,  the  right  to  enter  land  was  given  to  a  roan 
by  the  name  of  Carson.  Another  man,  by  the 
name  of  Bowmar,  claims  a  prior  ri^ht  of  preemp- 
tion. If  he  possesses  that  prior  right,  under  ^e 
decision  of  ttie  Supreme  Court,  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals of  the  country  are  open  to  him.  It  will  be 
for  those  tribunals,  and  those  alone,  to  decide 
between  the  relative  rights  of  these  individuals.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  the  province  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  case,  to  act  judicially. 
When  there  are  individual  rights  legally  existing, 
when  the  bibunals  of  the  country  are  open  for 
decisions  upon  these  rights,  we  are  not  the  proper 
tribunal  to  take  them  in  hand;  nor  do  we  possess 
the  constitutional  power,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
to  enter  upon  such  a  question.  The  case  which 
is  now  presented  is  precisely  the  one  which  I  have 
stated.  If  I  understand  it  correctly,  I  do  not  think 
the  bill  ou^ht  to  pass.  I  think  the  contest  between 
these  two  mdividuals  should  be  earned  on  in  the 
tribunals  of  the  country,  where  it  could  properly 
be  decided  as  to  their  rights. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  is  precisely  correct.  1  a^ree 
with  him  in  every  particular^  and  it  is  conclusive. 
The  position  which  he  takes  proves  that  this  bill 
ought  to  pass,  and  that  it  must  pass.  He  says 
that  Congress  cannot  divest  these  pre<§n\ption 
rights.  That  is  tlie  position  of  Mr.  Bowmar  nere. 
He  had  a  preemption  right;  he  was  permitted  to 
enter  it,  ana  ^t  his  certificate.  Not  only  had  he 
a  right,  but  it  was  actually  vested  in  him  by  the 
initiatory  title  of  the  certificate  issued  to  him. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  a  full  hearing 
of  the  case,  put  him  in  possession  of  it;  but  Con- 
gress, not  knowing  anything  of  this  at  the  time 
when  Carson  presented  his  application,  passed  a 
law  authorizing  Carson  to  enter  the  land.  If 
Congress  could  not  di%'est  Bowmar,  who  not  only 
had  his  title  but  had  made  his  entry,  it  is  per- 
fectly conclusive  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass;  not 
to  divest  the  title,  but  to  secure  to  this  man  a  title 
which  was  vested  in  him.  I  hope  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Underwood]  will  join  me 
in  supporting  this  bill.  I  hope  he  is  perfectly 
satisfieo  with  it. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  has  shown,  conclusively,  that  this  is  a 

a uestion  between  Carson  and  Bowmar.  Well,  let 
ie  courts  decide  that  question.  Let  them  decide 
who  has  the  title  of  the  land.  Let  them  decide 
whether  the  law  of  Congress  divesting  Bowmar, 
or  attempting  to  divest  him,  and  to  invest  Carson, 
should  be  sustnined;  or  whether  the  pre-emption 
law,  under  which  Bowmar  claims,  should  sustain 
him.  Now,  this  is  the  question.  From  the  gen- 
tleman's own  showing.  Congress  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  But  I  prefer  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  examining  it.  I  make  no  pledges  about  it.  I 
will  not  pledge  myself  either  to  read  the  bill  or 
the  report.  Sometimes  1  do  read  the  bills,  and 
sometimes  I  read  the  reports;  and  I  think  now  I 
will  do  so  in  this  matter,  but  I  will  not  pledge  my- 
self. As  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  ailuded 
to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  I  am  utterly  as- 
tonished that  he  has  not  interposed  and  examined 
this  matter.  Why,  sir,  it  may  affect  somewhat 
the  distributive  share  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
under  bis  proposition  to  distribute  the  public  do- 
main. I  trust  that  the  vote  will  be  taken  on  the 
postponement.  The  Senate  is  very  thin,  and  I 
dislike  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  If  I  sliould 
do  so,  probably  a  quorum  would  not  answer. 
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Mr.  DOWNS.  The  argumeQl  of  the  Senators 
from  Maryland  and  Missouri  proves  that  this  bill 
ou^ht  to  pass.  Congress  have  already  interfered. 
As  it  is,  they  have  given  the  right  to  enter  to  Car- 
son, and  he  will  get  the  patent  unless  this  bill  is 
passed,  while,  according  to  their  doctrine,  he  is 
not  entitled  to  it.  I  want  this  act  to  pass,  to  give 
the  other  man  a  patent.  There  is  a  provision  in 
the  bill  that  these  two  individuals  shall  fight  out 
the  contest.  The  passage  of  the  bill  will  not  in- 
terfere with  any  other  person.  I  hope,  if  the  gen- 
tlemen want  to  see  a  fair  fight,  they  will  vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  This  man  Bowmar  claims 
under  a  preemption  law,  either  of  1838  or  1841, 
or  of  a  prior  year.  Carson  claims  under  an  act 
of  Congress,  vesting  him  directly  with  the  title  to 
this  land.  The  Senator  from  Louisiana  tells  me 
that  Bowmar  proved  his  preemption,  deposited  his 
monej,  and  obtained  a  certificate — the  initiatory 
to  a  title.  Then  Congress,  without  knowing  any- 
thing about  it,  upon  Carson's  petition,  pasised  a 
law  vesting  in  him  the  right  to  this  land.  The 
Senator  says,  that  unless  weintemose  by  this  bill, 
Carson  will  obtain  a  patent.  What  advantage 
will  that  patent  be  in  tlie  courts  of  Louisiana,  or 
in  the  courts  of  any  other  State  of  this  Union,  to 
Carson  ?  I  presume  none.  1  do  not  know  that 
this  bill  will  be  of  any  disadvantage  to  the  United 
States;  but  it  may  be  to  Carson.  These  individ- 
uals now  stand  upon  the  same  platform.  Let  them 
go  before  the  courts  of  Louisiana,  and  let  their 
titles  be  decided  by  the  courts.  I  renew  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AMERICAN  CGMETERT  IN  IdfeXICO. 
By  unanimous  consent,  th«  bill  appropriating  a 
sum  of  money  for  the  interment  of^  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  died  in  Mexico,  in  the  American 
Cemetery  t  near  the  city  of  Mexico,  was  taken  up, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

By  unanimous  consent,  Mr.  Uniivrwood,  fVom 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  reported  various 
amendments  to  a  biH  which  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee,  providing  for  the  survey  of  lands 
in  California. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
And  then,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  un- 
til Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  18,  1852. 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  L.  F.  Morgan. 
The  J  oumal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  GOODENOW.  Mr.  Speaker,  my  name 
is  not  recorded  upon  the  vote  laying  upon  the 
table  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Stamlt]  to  close  debate  on  the 
homestead  bill.  I  voted  in  the  negative  upon  that 
proposition,  and  ask  that  the  Journal  may  be  so 
corrected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  will  becorrect- 
cd,  as  suggested  by  the  gentleman,  unless  objected 
to. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  taking  up  the  special  order — the 
bill  to  authorize  the  contmuonce  of  the  work  on 
the  Capitol. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  FROM  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  gave  notice  yester- 
day to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Phslts,]  that  if  he  did  not  bring  up  the  ques- 
tion of  privil^  from  New  Mexico,  in  reference 
to  the  contest  of  my  seat,  I  should  do  so.  I  re- 
gret extremely  he  is  not  in  his  place.  I  wo«ld 
like  verr  much  to  have  him  in  his  place  before  I 
go  on.  1  cannot  stand  here  and  permit  such  charges 
as  have  been  preferred  against  the  honorable  een- 
tteman  who  fills  the  executive  chair  in  New  Mex- 
ico to  go  uncontradicted  any  longer.  1  have  riven 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  (who  I  regret  is  not 
in  his  seat^  an  opportunity  to  be  here. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Mexico  moves  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  presented  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  PHELFf  J  contesting  the  seat  of  the 
Delegate  firom  New  Meauco. 


Mr.  OLDS.    Was  not  that  petition  withdrawn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand that  it  was  withdrawn.  The  pending  <}ues- 
tion  was  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
and  to  print. 

Mr.  HALL.  My  colleague  is  not  in  his  place 
this  morning.  I  do  not  know  what  keeps  him 
away. 

A  Mbmbar.    Here  he  is.    He  has  just  come  in. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Phelps,]  when  this  petition  was  in- 
troduced by  him,  was  upon  the  noor  proceeding 
to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  oues- 
tion  involved.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
Mexico  insist  upon  occupying  the  floor  upon  this 
question  ? 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  J  insist  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  up.  1  cannot  consent  that  the  dis- 
tinguished friend  of  mine  shall  be  subjected  to  the 
odium  of  such  chaiges  any  longer.  1  call  upon 
the  eentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  to  call 
up  that  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    I  insist  upon  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  competentfor  the  House 
to  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union — that  motion  having  been 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Clikoman.]  The  question  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Phelps,]  it  is 
true,  is  a  privileged  question,  but  the  House  may 
proceed  to  other  business. 

Mr.  POLK.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New 
Mexico  [Mr.  Weightman]  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  ?  1  will  consult  his  wishes  upon 
that  subject,  so  far  as  my  vote  is  concerned. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  I  do  not  desire lo  make 
any  explanation  connected  with  myself  personally, 
or  in  regard  to  the  petition  which  is  offered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections.  1  have 
no  manner  of  objection  to  that;  but  with  it  are 
connected  charges  of  corruption  against  the  dis- 
tinguished genUeman  who  is  now  filling  the  ex- 
ecutive chair  in  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  wish  to  knowifitisthedemre  of 
the  gentleman  to  do  so  now  ?  I  would  be  willing 
to  assist  him  in  doing  it.  ^ 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.    I  desire  it  now. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Clivo- 
^AK*s  motion;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

TH£  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  special  order,  being  **Senate  joint  resolution 
No.  2,  authorizing  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  to 
continue  in  employment  ^he  mechanics,  laborers, 
and  otheiQ^,  employed  upon  the  two  wings  there- 
of.'* 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  have  been 
instnicted  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Public  Grounds,  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  chairman,  to  report  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  now  pending,  by  way  of  substitute,  and 
insist  upon  its  adoption. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  apf  roprtaisd  Ant  of  wny 
Bioiiey  in  Uie  Tresniry  notoiherwiM  ap|N-opriated,  for  the 
period  between  the  paaaago  of  thin  reftolutinn,  siid  the  end 
of  the  flscsl  year  tenninatinf  June  3(Hh,  18A3,  the  sum  of 
^00,000,  for  the  continuation  of  the  work  on  the  two  wings 
of  the  Capitol. 

M  r.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  The  necessity 
which  ^ve  rise  to  the  original  resolution  has  passea. 
It  was  intended  only  as  a  temporary  expedient  to 
prevent  a  total  suspension  of  tne  work  on  the  two 
wings  of  the  Capitol.  The  appropriation  of  the 
last  Congress  for  this  improvement  was  only 
|]00,000,  and  that  was  exhausted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year.  SiDce  then  the 
work  has  neeessanly  been  susper^jded,  the  me- 
chanics and  laborers  aischarged,  and  the  important 
object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  extension  of  the 
edifice,  oonseauently  delayed.  I  earnestly  hoped 
that  at  an  earlier  period  the  House  would  have 
taken  up  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  it, 
and  permitted  the  work  to  be  continued.  Had 
this  been  done,  two  months  of  fine  weather  woukl 
not  have  been  lost — the  work  would  have  been  in 
a  state  of  progress,  and  the  nation  could  not  have 
reproached  its  Representatives  for  refusing  to  do 
for  so  long  a  period  what  need  not  at  any  time 
have  occupied  more  than  five  minutes. 

The  appropriation  of  |500,000,  contemplated  by 
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the  amendment  I  have  proposed,  is  less  tku  vis 
asked  for  by  the  Secreuury  of  the  Interior,  sitd 
the  accomplished  architect  in  charge  of  the  work. 
Their  estimates  were  made  last  fall,  and  a  large 

Eortion  of  the  time  in  which  the  money  wu  to 
ave  been  expended  having  elapsed,  it  is  dceswd 
necessary  now  to  appropriate  only  this  amooat, 
which  will  be  sufficient  tor  the  period  between  tlM 
passage  of  the  resolution  and  the  end  of  the  faol 
year,  terminating  June  90, 1853.  The  Comnittce 
of  Ways  and  Means  have  not  providsd  ia  any  of 
their  appropriation  bills  reported  to  the  Home 
for  the  extension  of  the  Capitol.  The  House  very 
appropriately  referred  the  subject  to  the  CoguBit- 
tee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  that  commiuee,  after 
inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  the  appropruuiof), 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  regular  appropri- 
ation bill  to  which  this  can  be  attached,  vill,  in 
all  probability,  be  passed  before  the  end  of  the 
session,  have  directed  me  to  urge  it  now. 

The  work  has  been  commenced.  I  cttmot 
doubt  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  eoa* 
plete  it.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  kerc 
already  been  expended,  and,  I  am  happy  to  Mi]r, 
judiciously  expended.  This  appropnatioe  ii 
needed,  and  must  be  made,  and  it  is  wisertomih 
it  now  and  permit  the  work  to  proceed  with  t  fitil 
complement  of  hands,  than  to  make  a  small  appro* 
priation  which  may  not  last  until  the  regalsr  ap* 
propriation  bills  are  passed.  It  will  be  the  bat 
economy  to  complete  the  building  as  speedily  m 
it  can  be  done  consistently  with  a  proper  excra* 
tion  of  the  work. 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  If  I  am  in  order  in  h» 
kine  the  inquiry,!  should  like  to  know  whether  it 
is  likely  that  the  special  committee,  relative  to  the 
foundation  of  the  wings  of  the  Capitol,  will  pioh- 
ably  make  a  report?  The  question  of  what  ia  to 
be  the  amount  of  appropriation  may  beaflfeetedby 
the  report  from  that  committee.  I  should  like  to 
inquire,  if  it  be  in  order,  when  that  commiuee nuiy 
be  expected  to  report,  and  what  is  likely  to  be  the 
character  of  the  report? 
Mr.  McNAIH,  (chairman t>fthecommi(tee.|  We 
shall  report  next  week,  and  we  are  now  tlDOit 
resQV 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  ask  pardon  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Staktsk]  for  inier- 
rupiing  him. 

Mr.  STANTON.     I  have  no  objection  to  the 

fentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McNiii]ma- 
ing  his  statement. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  The  investigation  has  been  go- 
ing on  regularly,  and  we  are  now  almost  rwidy  to 
report.  We  have  found  the  wall  in  a  dreadful 
condition — in  a  condition  that  has  astonished  us 
all.  When  we  came  to  examine  it,  we  fonod  that 
wall  with  shells  built  up  on  the  outside,  and  ftnall 
stones  thrown  in  on  the  inside.  We  have  foond 
it  in  a  very  bad  condition.  There  are  no  ttowi 
running  through  the  wall  to  bind  it.  There  are  oo 
headers,  and  there  is  no  bond  work. 

Mr.  WOODWARa  I  understand  from  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Staktow]  thatke 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks.  I  suppoetdhi 
had,  or  I  would  not  have  made  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  STANTON.  If  I  do  not  lose  my  rifht  to 
the  floor,  I  have  no  objection  lo  the  gentlean 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  McNair]  proceedinp. 

Mr.  McN Al  R.  The  mortar  that  has  been  pot 
in  there  we  have  found  to  be  entirely  insafficient, 
as  we  believe.  It  has  been  in  there  about  three 
months,  and  it  is  not  yet  sel.  Men  with  pitb 
just  dug  out  the  inside,  and  threw  out  the  ttonea 
with  their  hands,  and  threw  out  the  sand  orawr- 
tar,  or  whatever  you  call  it,  with  a  shovel.  We 
have,  as  one  member  of  the  committee  «*pr«siw 
it,  realized  our  very  worst  anticipations.  We  had 
no  expectation  that  this  lai^  appropriation  wooM 
be  sprung  upon  us  at  this  time,  for  the  architect 
himself  asked  but  ft350,000  in  his  report  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  That  report  I 
have  in  my  possession.  We  believe  this  itoj 
ought  to  be  investigated  fairiy,  and  that  all  tht^ 
connected  with  it  shouM  be  brought  before  »? 
House  before  this  appropriation  is  made,  fvj" 
appropriation  is  once  made,  we  will  be  powerwi 
to  change  it.  We  will  be  aU  fiwtened.  ssd  yea 
wiU  put  up  a  building  which  will  cost  ^^^^ 
upon  an  appropriation  of  |100,000  ■•*^*  .Jf  *** 
House  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  jw-^ 
approprmtion  made  in  three  linesand  a  hal/^^ 
to  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States  flOO,OpMw 
power  to  appoint  an  archifol    th>t  «««««»  ^ 
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produce  a  pUn,  of  which  he  shall  approve;  an  then 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  extension  of  the  Capitol.    That 
money  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  architect 
liimself,  who  has  drawn  it  out  of  the  Treasury 
bimself.    It  has  been  expended;  how,  we  know 
not.    I  have  here  a  statement  of  the  money  drawn 
fW>Di  the  Sec^'etary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  archi- 
tect himself  in  sums  of  $20,000,  and  expended 
or  disbursed  by  him,  I  know  not  how.    This 
matter  requires  an  inquiry,  and  I  want  this  House 
to  know  and  to  understand  how  this  business  is 
progressing,  and  whether  this  foundation  will  be 
so  frail  and  so  weak  that  the  superstructure  raised 
upon  it  will  fkll  down.    One  of  the  best  architects, 
perhaps,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  here, 
1^0  has  DO  interest  whatever  m  this  work,  and 
probably  never  will  have,  and  he  declared  to  me, 
-when  be  looked  at  that  wall  and  examined  the 
formation  of  it,  that  be  would  venture  his  life  the 
building  would  fail  down  if  built  upon  it.    Now, 
that  is  the  opinion  of  a  respectable  ardiitect  who 
baa  no  interest  in  this  matter,  and  1  therefore  want 
the  House  to  pause  before  making  this  appropria- 
tion. 

Mn  DUNCAN,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  ask 
ibe  ^ntleman,  who  that  architect  from  Pennsyl- 
-vaoia  is?  and  whether  he  has  been  examined  be- 
lore  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  MoNAIR.  No.  I  did  notsay  that  he  had 
been.  The  gentleman  is  a  friend  of  Mr.  Dimmick, 
and  was  visiting  him;  he  may  give  hisname  if  he 
chooses. 

(Cries  of  "No!"  "No!"] 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  As  he  is  represented  as  a 
person  of  such  high  reputation,  we  want  to  know 
who  he  is. 

rCriesof  "Name!"  "Namel'T 

Manr  Mbmbers.    "No!"  "No!" 

Mr.  McNAIlL  He  was  introduced  to  me  by 
Mr.  DiMMicx. 

[Loud  cries  of  "Name  1"  "Name!"  and  "Oh 
iio,_goon!"] 

(Kenewed  criee  of  "Name!"  "  Name!"] 

Kf  r.  FLORENCE.  Oh  no;  the  reputation  of 
Pennsylvania  may  be  at  stake. 


rCriee  of  "  Order,"  and  laughter.l 
Many  McMBsat.    "Name!"  "Name: 
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Mr.  McNAlR.  WeU,  his  name  is  Knowlea. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  DUNCAN.    Where  is  he  from  ? 

Mr  McNAiR.  I  wish  gentlemen  to  know 
aoHMtbing  about  the  disbursement  of  that  monev, 
before  they  judge  whether  everything  is  perfectly 

"  Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  Y^k,  (interrupting.) 
I  wish  merely  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, whether  he  has  any  knowledge  of  the  mis- 
application of  these  fimas,  or  any  suspicion  of 
their  misapplication  ? 

Mr.  Mc!nAIR.  I  have  a  knowledge  that  the 
'  money  has  been  drawn  by  the  architect.  He  has 
drawn  it;  and  there  hai|  oeen  no  return  made  by 
him  for  the  disbursement. 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  simply  wish  to  sosgest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  I  did 
not  expect  a  debate  of  this  character  would  spring 
up.  My  inquiry  ¥ras  strictly  as  to  the  business 
before  tlie  committee,  and  rMated  to  the  manner 
•f  constructing  the  waM.  I  never  for  a  moment 
had  the  least  suspicion  of  a  misapplication  of  the 
ftmds,  and  I  shouki  be  very  glad  if  my  friend 
would  restrict  himself  to  the  matter  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  wall. 

Mr.  FLORENCE,  (Mr.  McNair  yielding  the 
floor.)  As  the  great  object  to  be  attained  just  now 
is,  to  arrive  at  a  definite  concltision  by  which  this 
House  can  vote  to^y  upon  this-  bill,  may  I  beg 
to  ask  my  eoUeftgue  from  Pennsylvania,  whether 
there  has  been  a  vote  in  Uiat  committee  upon  the 
nubjeet  of  the  wall?— whether  there  has.been  any 
conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  eommitlee  that  may 
enable  this  House  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  ? — 
whether  the  whole  of  the  committee  agree  with 
tlw  chairman  ?— and  forther,  whether  experienced 
gentiemco — persons  competent  to  judge  of  the 
ntrenjg^th  of  that  wall,  have  not  given  certificates 
that  It  is  adequate  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  built?  Inasmuch  as  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  been  asked  to  give  us  information,  and 
as  we  are  aH  interested  in  knowing  it,  it  is  perhaps 
as  well  ^at  he  should  state  now  whether  such 
certificates  have  not  been  given.  My  reason  for 
«ddng  it:  is»  that  I  have  undewtood  from  expe- 


rienced persons  that  the  wall  is  quite  adequate  for 
the  purposes  for  which  it  ia  designed,  notwith- 
standing the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, who,  perhaps,  has  no  better  practical 
knowledge  on  the  sut>ject  than  1  have. 

Mr.  NcNAIR.  1  have  toM  the  gentleman,  as  I 
tell  him  now,  that  there  has  been  no  vote  taken  in 
the  committee.  1  will  tell  him  further,  that  1  know 
nothineabout  any  such  certificates  as  he  speaks  of. 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  1  did  not  mean  to  say  cer- 
tificates. I  meant  to  ask  if  there  had  not  been 
such  testimony  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  McN  aIR.  There  has  been  such  testimony, 
but  there  has  also  been  contradictory  testimony. 
AAer  the  testimony  waaail  civen,  we  went  out 
and  examined  for  ourselves.  We  formed  our  own 
opinions  in  regard  to  it,  and  have  given  them  in 
full  in  the  report.  For  my  own  part,  I  must  say 
that  1  was  very  much  disappointed,  and  1  think 
the  other  members  of  the  committee — if  they  are 
here — will  say  the  same  for  themselves. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  (resuming.) 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  was  about  to  remark,  when  1 
was  interrupted,  that  it  had  been  the  misfortune  of 
all  great  men  who  had  the  genius  and  resolution 
to  undertake  works  of  this  magnitude,  to  be  ha- 
rassed and  annoyed  by  the  criucism  and  censure 
of  petty  minds,  who  have  not  the  capacity  to  com- 
prehend or  the  skill  to  ^cecute  a  great  design.  In 
this  remark  1  do  not  allude  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  but  1  do  allude  to  that  description  of 
meddlers  who,  from  motives  of  disappointment  at 
having  failed  to  secure  contracts  on  this  work, 
corns  mto  this  Hall  to  harass  the  House,  and, 
1  had  almost  said,  to  lead  intelligent  and  honorable 
members  of  Congress  into  dilemmas,  of  which, 
when  they  learn  the  whole  truth,  they  will  be 
ashamed. 

Mr.  McN  AIR.    Who  are  they  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  Such  men  as  your  particular 
fViend,  Mr.  Coltman»  who,  you  said  yourself, 
had  been  the  instrument  in  bringing  about  this 
investigation. 

Gentlemen  who  have  read  the  history  of  the 
construction  of  that  great  edifice  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Thames,  at  Westminster,  will  recollect  that 
Sir  Charles  Barry,  the  distinguished  architect 
charged  with  the  design  and  construction  of  the 
work,  was  annoyed  at  every  step,  from  the  time 
the  first  foundation  stone  was  laid  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building,  with  special  committees  and 
investigations,  like  those  we  have  authorized  here, 
but  which  resulted  in  nothing  but  the  complete 
vindication  of  the  great  architect  and  his  noble 
structure.  Sir,  the  truth  is,  in  all  great  under- 
takings of  this  magnitude,  success  is  best  accom- 
plishM  by  relying  upon  individual  responsibility. 
You  acted  upon  that  principle  when  you  gave  the 
President  power  to  aaopt  tne  plan  for  the  edifice, 
without  otner  limit  than  his  own  discretion;  and 
you  must,  to  some  extent,  act  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple in  pennitting  him  to  complete  iL  You  can 
delay,  embeu'rass,  and  ruin  the  work,  by  listening 
to  the  idle  damor  of  the  ignorant  and  the  envious; 
but  such  a  course  will  be  more  discreditable  to 
you  than  to  the  President,  the  architect  he  has 
employed,  or  any  one  acting  under  them.  The 
lamented  Taylor  woidd  never  have  conquered  at 
Buena  Vista,  nor  Scott  have  taken  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico, if  at  every  emergency  these  brave  generals 
had  been  restrained  and  controlled  by  the  unen- 
lightened suggestions  of  the  War  Department. 
Nor  will  your  new  Capitol  ever  be  crraitable  to 
the  nation,  if  the  work,  and  the  plans  are  changed 
and  modified  by  the  action  of  special  committees, 
rsised  at  the  instance  of  every  stupid  fieJlow  who 
imagines  diat  he  see<  a  brick  awry,  or  some  small 
crevice  not  perfectly  puttied  up. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  this  debate  has  arisen,  because 
I  had  some  curiosity  to  hear  what  the  honorable 
member  firom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  McN  air,]  who 
is  chairman  of  the  special  committee,  would  have 
to  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  foundations;  and  I 
wished  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing my  own  opinions  on  the  subject  freely 
and  fearlessly.  When  1  heard  there  were  doubts 
as  to  the  stability  and  firmness  of  these  founda- 
tions, I  confess  I  was  amazed,  for  1  couki  notcon- 
ceive  that  any  intelligent  gentlemaa,  wlio  saw 
them  as  they  presentra  themselves  to  the  eye  of 
everybody,  could  have  any  other  opinion  than  that 
they  were  unnecessarily  strong.  I  am  ^lad,  how- 
ever, that  the  <^mmittee  have  made  their  investi- 
gation most  tnorough  and  complets;  no  matter 


what  may  be  their  oonchisions  when  they  take  the 
sense  of  the  members.  They  have  not  only,  as 
we  have  been  told  by  the  chairman,  dug  into  the 
center  of  the  walls  to  test  the  quality  of  the  work, 
but,  I  have  been  informed,  they  have  employed 
an  accomplished  scientific  gentleman  of  this  city, 
(Professor  Johnson,)  at  an  expense  of  some  ^ 
or  $25  per  day,  to  make  extensive  experimental 
tests  of  the  solidity  and  strength  of  the  gneiss  rock 
of  which  these  foundations  are  built,  as  well  as  of 
its  capacity  to  resist  the  action  of  the  atmosphere. 

Now,  therein  not  a  laborer  engaged  on  these 
foundations — not  even  the  most  ignorant  of  them — 
who  does  not  know  that  not  a  square  inch  of 
the  surface  of  those  walls  will  be  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  elements.  The  outer  surface  will  be 
covered  up  by  the  earth,  or  the  terraces  which  will 
surround  it,  and  the  inner  surface  by  the  arches 
or  floors  above  it, so  that  no  part  will  be  exposed. 

The  chairman  of  the  special  committee,  (Mr. 
McNAia,]  in  advance  of  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee, girem  us  his  judgment  as  to  the  character 
of  these  foundations,  and  pronounces  them  shame- 
fully defective.  Now,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
material:  I  happened  to  have  a  conversation  with 
Professor  Johnson  as  to  the  reault  of  his  experi- 
ments, in  which  he  kindly  gave  me  the  facts  which 
will  follow. 

Mr.  McNAIR.    Was  he  upon  bis  oath  ? 

Mr.  STANTON.  No,  sir;  but  1  presume  his 
word  upon  this  subject  would  be  as  good  as  his 
oath. 

Mr.  BEALE.  He  took  six  or  seven  specimens 
of  stone  from  different  parts  of  the  building,  so  as 
to-ascertain  the  average  quality  of  the  stone. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  shall  state  it  all  fiiiriy,  as 
I  have  no  disposition  to  do  any  one  injustice. 

The  weakest  and  most  inferior  specimens  of  the 
stone  used  which  could  be  found,  when  subjected 
to  pressure,  by  accurate  machinery  for  that  pur- 
pose, bore  a  crushing  weight  of  over  8,000  pounds 
to  the  square  inch,  or  1,152,000  pounds  to  the 
square  foot.  Now,  the  heaviest  portion  of  the  ma- 
toial  of  which  the  walls  of  the  edifice  will  be  built 
weishs  only  175  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot;  and  as 
the  Duilding  will  be  about  60  feet  high,  the  weight 
which  each  square  foot  of  foundation  must  sustain 
is  only  10,500  pounds,  or  less  than  one  hondreth 
part  of  what  the  walls  are  capable  of  sustaining, 
supposing  the  whole  foundation  to  be  buih  of  the 
most  inferior  material.  The  beat  portion  of  the 
stone  used  bore  a  pressure  of  90,000  pounds  and 
over,  or  one  and  a  half  times  more  than  the  most 
inferior.  Not  one  stone  in  a  hundred  used  in  the 
foundation,  I  am  authorized  to  say,  was  of  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  first  specimen  to  which  I 
have  referred ;  and  taking  a  medium  between  the 
worst  and  the  best,  as  the  proper  average  quality 
of  the  stone  used, and  these  foundations,  so  much 
decried,  are  really  capable  of  bearing,  according 
to  scientific  demonstration,  2,450,000  pounds  to 
the  square  foot,  or  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
times  more  than  is  actually  reouired. 

These  are  some  of  the  results  which  had  been 
obtained  by  the  gentleman  referred  to,  at  the  time 
of  our  conversation.  They  certainly  will  be  con* 
elusive,  to  all  unprejudiced  mindsy  aa  to  th« 
strength  and  durability  of  the  stone. 

1  luive  no  information  as  to  the  result  of  his  ex- 
periments to  test  the  capacity  of  the  stone  to  stand 
atmospheric  action.  They  nad  not  been  comnle- 
ted  at  the  time  referred  to.  But  1  care  not  what 
may  be  the  result.  My  own  practical  experience 
teaches  me  that  the  stone  is  sufficiently  strong, 
solid,  and  durable,  for  any  purpose  of  the  kind.  I 
agree  with  the  learned  Professor,  that  these  ex- 
periments can  be  of  no  practical  value,  for  the 
reasons  above  stated,  and  that  this  part  of  the  in- 
vestigation had  as  well  been  dispensed  with.  They 
are  only  a  waste  of  genius  anct  of  time. 

But  the  chairman  of  the  investigating  committee 
has  told  us,  with  greet  gravity,  that  he  went  to  one 
of  these  foundation  walls,  with  pickaxe  and  crow- 
bar in  hand,  and  dug  up  a  portion  of  it;  that,  to 
his  great  surprise,  he  found  his  worst  anticipa- 
tions realiaea.  The  wall,  he  alleges,  is  built  of 
small  stone  and  bad  mortar,  and  is  insufikient  to 
sustatii  the  structure  to  be  erected  upon  it.  Now, 
let  me  disclose  a  sscret  in  regard  to  this  digging 
operation.  The  honorable  chairman  satisfiedhim- 
self  by  digging  in  a  single  spot,  and  that  spot 
happened,  fortunately  for  the  purpose  of  the 
gentleman,  to  be  just  where  the  workmen  termi^ 
nated  their  labors.    Now,  it  is  known  to  all  prac- 


732 


THE  CONGRESaONAL  GLOBE. 


March  19, 


tical  men,  that  in  building  either  brick  or  stone 
walls,  there  will  necessarily  be  an  accumulation  of 
pieces  of  brick  or  small  stone  as  the  work  pro- 
gresses. These  must  be  worked  in,  and  it  is 
economy  to  use  them  in  *•  filling  in,**  or  ••  level- 
ing up."  This  happened  to  be  the  case  at  the 
spot  where  the  honorable  gentleman  used,  so  suc- 
cessfully, his  pickaxe  and  crowbar.  1  suppose 
some  sagacious  person,  knowing  the  zeal  or  the 
honorable  gentleman,  informed  him  of  these  facts; 
and  he  availed  himself  of  tho  information,  und 
made  his  assault  upon  the  stone  and  mortar  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  have  received  no  such  infor- 
mation. No  one  ever  told  me  that  the  small  stones 
were  in  that  particular  place. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Oh,  well,  I  only  supposed 
it  might  be  so.  It  happens,  however,  to  oe  the 
fact,  that  this  identical  spot  wa«  the  last  part  of 
the  building  worked  upon,  and  these  small  stones 
were  used  up  at  that  place  as  matter  of  economy. 
But  these  stones,  so  torn  out  of  the  wall,  are  not 
small  stone,  and  could  not  from  their  use  impair 
the  stren^rth  of  the  foundation.  They  average 
from  six  inches  in  length  to  two  feet,  and  I  have 
seen  many  a  solid  and  substantial  wall  built  of 
stone  of  no  greater  size.  Many  of  the  best  and 
oldest  buildings  in  the  world  rest  upon  foundations 
built  of  pebbles,  broken  rock,  and  small  pieces  of 
Btone  or  brick. 

I  have  taken  some  extracts  firom  the  "  Trans- 
actions of  the  British  Architects,**  which  will 
show  the  extent  to  which  (his  mode  of  building 
has  been  carried  in  past  ages: 

**  In  Greece,  the  fVmndations  of  all  the  reiy  enriy  Ibrtifl- 
cationii  were  formed  of  tmatl  $tone$.  Some  of  ttie  wallt 
of  tlic»trou|:liold  at  the  pa^a  of  Thermnpyla  are  conf^ructed 
of  smalf  stones  and  mortar.  Thucydide.^,  describinit  the 
way  in  which  the  walls  snrrounding  the  Acmpolis  had  been 
restored  after  the  Pert^ian  war,  about  478  yean  before 
Chribt,  says  the  foundations  consisted  of  stone»  of  all 
■izes  and  tnniui  thrown  in  indisrriniinately.  These  still  re- 
main, and  are  so  liard  as  to  be  almost  impenetrable." 

**  The  Romans  constructed  (heir  walls  of  two  faces  of 
masonry  Ailed  in  with  cement,  consiHttn^  of  pounded  bricks, 
or  tiles,  rough  stoneii  or  flinty  and  lime  well  incorporated. 
Thejre  are  examples  at  Me8*ina.  where  in  fact  the  walls 
BurroundiniE  the  town,  erected  370  years  before  our  era,  are 
wholly  of^iis  description.  At  Rome,  it  was  everywhere 
used;  the  temple  of  Augustus,  the  baths  of  Agrippa,  of 
Titus,  and  of  Diocletian,  the  Colllaeum,  the  Aqueducts,  St. 
Peters,  and  many  others  serving  aa  instances.  The  well 
known  vyaH  o^  China,  built  about  305  years  before  Chri«t, 
wa^  constructed  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner,  and  not- 
withsiatidiiig  numerous  vicissitudes,  is  still  wondrously 
strong,  discovering  no  signs  of  ruin.'' 

The  Romans  brought  their  arts  to  England,  and 
there  practiced  them. 

*<Thc  foundations  of  the  Roman  Station,  Aldborough, 
York^ire — the  upper  parts  of  which  are  formed  of  round 

gebbles  united  by  a  strong  cement — and  of  some  portions  of 
evem's  wall,consi«ts  of  rough  stone  and  pebbles,  com- 
pacted in  clay;  while  in  several  instances  we  And  they 
u^ed  perfect  ctmcreted  masses  of  gravel,  sand,  or  pounded 
bricks  and  lime,  precisely  similar  to  the  concrete  of  our 
day." 

**The  walls  of  Aldborough  Church,  Yorkshire;  (he 
tower  of  Earls  Barton  Church  ;  that  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
at  Barton  upon  H  umber,  Lincolnshire,  and  a  building  at 
Warmford,  sotttbamptonthire,  all  of  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  several  antiquaries,  ar«  composed,  some  of  round  pebble 
•tones  united  by  mortar,  and  others  of  rubble  stone  and 
flints  well  grouted;  they  are  still  of  aroaxing  solidity,  and 
appear  to  defy  time.'* 

Sir  Christopher  Wren  discovered  that  the  found- 
ation of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  upon  which  had 
stood  an  imposing  pile  destroyed  by  the  great  fire, 
was  composed  ofa  mass  of  Kentish  rubble  stone, 
cemented  with  extremely  hard  mortar. 

"The  foundation  of  the  north  transept  of  Westminster 
Abbey,  built  in  1245,  is  cnmpowd  of  flints,  irregular  stones, 
rubble,  and  niorur,  forming  a  body  almost  impenfirable.** 
■  "  The  foundations  of  the  public  buildings  in  Westmins- 
ter, the  law  courts,  the  addiuonal  buildings  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  Library  of  the  House  of  Commons,  flic.,  were 
formed  of  granite,  or  other  hard  stone,  broken  in  small 

{»ieces,  (none  exceeding  in  sise  an  ordinary  hen's  egg.)  and 
aid  in  layers  closelv  rammed  and  grouted; every  tbii¥layer 
of  Dorking  lime  and  sharp  river  sand." 

The  new  Parliament  Houm  of  Great  Britain, 
recently  built,  rests  upon  foundations  ten  feet 
seven  inches  in  height,  composed  entirely  of  con- 
crete. On  this  mass  of  small  stone,  broken  up  for 
the  purpose  and  grouted,  the  walls  of  that  massive 
structure  are  erected;  and  yet  our  ears  are  stunned 
with  the  cry,  that  the  stone  in  these  foundations 
are  not  large  enough  to  give  it  proper  strength. 
This  fact,  in  regard  to  the  foundations  of  the  work 
at  Westminster,  I  learn  from  the  reports  of  the 
architect.  I  happened  to  mention  it  a  few  dava 
ago  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  workmen  lately 
tngaged  on  the  Capiiol,  when  two  of  them  in- 


formed me  that  the  report  stated  the  matter  cor- 
rectly, for  they  had  each  worked  upon  these  very 
foundations. 

The  walls  laid,  and  which  are  the  objects  of 
daily  observation  by  the  members  of  this  House, 
are  subjects  of  admiration  to  every  scientific  and 
practical  man  who  has  seen  them.  Such  solidity, 
such  strength,  and  such  admirable  skill  in  their 
construction,  have  never  been  manifested  before  in 
any  work  done  in  this  city,  and  I  doubt  whether 
better  work  of  the  kind  can  be  found  in  any  part 
of  the  Union.  Yet  we  are  told  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  that  the  walls 
are  of  no  value,  and  should  be  torn  up.  1  am  as- 
tonished at  the  concJusion  to  which  he  has  arrived. 
It  makes  me  blush  for  the  intelligence  of  my  fel- 
low-members on  this  floor  upon  matters  of  such  a 
practical  character.  When  gentlemen  see  the  re- 
port of  the  special  committee,  if  the  evidence 
accompanies  it,  they  will  find  that  some  of  the 
most  scientific  engineers  and  architects  in  the  na- 
tion— indeed  1  might  say  the  world — as  well  as 
the  most  experienced  practical  men,  have  testified, 
after  examining  the  work,  that  it  is  of  sufficient 
strength  and  solidity  to  bear  an  infinitely  greater 
weight  than  can  possibly  be  put  upon  it. 

The  mortar  of  which  these  walls  are  built  is 
said  not  to  be  of  good  quality,  because  it  has  not 
yet  hardened.  The  fact  that  such  a  complaint  is 
made,  is  proof  only  that  there  are  men  intrusted 
with  the  testation  of  this  country,  who  are  lam- 
entably deficient  in  those  practical  matters  which 
are  familiar  to  the  commonest  of  men.  Who,  in 
his  sober  senses,  could  imagine  that  mortar  in  the 
center  ofa  thick  wall — seven  feet  thicks-exposed 
to  the  severity  ofa  rigorous  winter,  and  only  two 
months  laid,  would  be  now  dry  and  hardened  ? 
The  very  best  mortar  ever  used  could  not  have 
hardened  in  such  a  situation  in  so  short  a  time. 
Twenty  years  will  not  suffice  to  make  it  as  dry 
and  solid  as  it  will  become;  and  every  practicaf, 
as  well  as  scientific  man,  knows  that  it  is  better  it 
should  be  so.  Ask  the  common  laborer  who  has 
been  accustomed  to  attend  upon  masons,  and  he 
will  tell  you,  that  the  longer  the  process  of  evap- 
oration continues,  the  stronger  will  be  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  mortar.  It  is  fpfact  so  well  demonstra- 
ted by  the  experience  of  those  who  are  accustomed 
to  work  in  mortar,  that  it  needs  no  scientific  ex- 
periments to  prove  it.  The  fact,  then,  that  in 
digging  into  tnese  foundations  the  mortar  was 
found  not  to  be  dry  and  hard,  is  no  evidence  that 
it  is  of  bad  quality.  On  the  contrary,  1  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction  by  any  man  of  intel- 
ligence on  the  subject,  that  the  mortar  is  as  good 
as  could  have  been  made.  It  is  made  of  good 
lime,  clean,  sharp  sand,  and  mixed  in  proper  pro- 
portions. The  practical  and  scientific  men  who 
nave  examined  it,  concur  with  me  in  opinion, and 
ridicule  the  folly  which  pronounces  it  of  bad  qual- 
ity. 1  hold  in  my  hana  some  of  tlie  mortar,  ta- 
ken from  the  very  place  in  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  tore  up  the  wall. 

Mr.  McNAlR.  That  is  not  as  it  was  taken 
out  of  the  wall. 

Mr.  STANTON.  It  was  taken  from  that  very 
place  in  the  wall,  and  nothing  has  been  added  to 
it  but  water.  The  action  of  the  atmosphere  has 
dried  it — that  is  all.  It  dried  because  it  was  thus 
exposed.  How,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  reason- 
able, could  it  be  expected  to  dry  in  so  short  a  time, 
if  it  had  remained  in  the  center  of  a  wall  seven 
feet  thick.  Near  the  earth,  too,  where  there  was 
more  likely  to  be  absorption  of  moisture,  rather 
than  evaporation,  the  probabilities  were  all  against 
its  drying.  Indeed,  from  my  practical  knowledge 
of  mortar,  having  worked  in  itfor  twelve  years,  I 
should  have  doubted  the  quality  of  this,  had  it  not 
been  just  as  it  was. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says  these  walls  are  a 
mere  shell  on  the  outsides,  and  filled  up  with  small 
stone  and  bad  mortar  in  the  center.  I  nave  shown 
how  they  are  built;  hut  even  if  it  were  as  the  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  they  are,  I  cannot  see  now 
they  could  even  then  be  liable  to  bulge  or  press 
out.  Every  one  knows  thai  walls  are  not  so 
liable  to  split  as  to  crack  cross-wise.  They  crack 
cross- wise  because  of  the  ineoualities  of  the  foun- 
dation. But,  these  walls  will  be  so  sustained  on 
the  outside  by  the  earth,  and  on  the  inside  by  the 
cross  walls  and  the  arches,  that  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  give  way  by  splitting  or  bulging. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  Will  the  gentleman  permit  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 


manyai 


Mr.  STANTON.    With  pleasui 
you  may  choose  to  ask. 

Mr.  McNAIR.  I  desire  to  ask  if  a  certain  very 
interesting  article,  which  appeared  not  lon»  ainre, 
did  not  supply  you  with  information  on  thii 
subject? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  know  to  what  arti- 
cle the  gentleman  alludes.  The  extracts  I  btve 
^ven  are  obtained  from  books;  the  mt  I  derin 
from  my  own  practical  experience,  which  I  think 
qualifies  me  to  speak  of  subjects  like  this  witk 
some  knowledge  more  than  the  gentleman  oca- 
sesses,  even  after  the  advantage  he  has  had  onkiB 
very  important  investigation. 

A  Voice.  How  many  applicants  for  coDtFMti 
were  there  from  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
from  Pennsylvania  have  applied  for  contracts;  bot 
this  I  am  informed  is  true,  tnat  disappointed  appli- 
cants for  contracts  have  been  active  in  stimulaUDg 
this  investigation.  I  bdieve  some  of  them  vert 
bdbre  the  committee,  and  1  suppose  were  tbe  pe^ 
sons  who  attempted  to  throw  doubt  upon  the  sta- 
bility of  the  work. 

The  gentleman  takes  exception  to  tlie  faet  diat 
the  architect  of  the  edifice,  Mr.  Walter,  has  eon- 
trol  of  the  funds  used.  I  cannot  see  that  this  is 
any  part  of  the  doty  conferred  upon  the  comout- 
tee  by  the  House,  which  clothed  them  only  wtdi 
power  to  inquire  into  the  sufficiency  of  the  fouoda* 
lions.  But  It  is  an  exception  to  the  law  and  not 
to  the  President,  and  ought  to  have  been  taken 
two  years  ago.  Congress  gave  the  President 
power  to  adopt  the  plan,  and  money  to  cany  it 
out,  Mriih  instructions  that  the  money  shonM  be 
expended  under  his  direction,  *<  by  such  arehiteet 
as  he  might  appoint."  Congress  now  has  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  President  in 
this  respect,  nor  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the 
plan.  If  he  has  transcended  what  Congress  nov 
supposes  to  be  a  reasonable  limit,  it  is  the  faolt  of 
Congress.  It  was  in  our  power  to  have  restramed 
him.  We  might  have  required  him  to  present  his 
pliuis  and  estimates  to  us  for  our  adoption  or  re* 
jection,  but  we  did  not  think  it  proper  to  do  so. 
We  bade  him  take  the  responsibility,  and  he 
obeyed  our  command.  I  think  he  has  acted  wisely 
in  adopting  a  plan,  which,  while  it  affords  room 
enough,  is  not  extravagant  in  cost, and  will, in iu 
architectural  design  and  perfection  of  arrangement, 
reflect  credit  upon  the  nation.  Our  populatioD, 
our  territory,  our  resources,  have  increased  wiUi 
unexampled  rapidity.  Who  can  calculate  their 
extent,  when  another  half  century  shall  ban 
passed  ?  The  edi^ce  we  are  now  constructinfr  if 
not  for  ourselves  lllone,  but  for  posterity;  aiw  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  in  the  aAer  aees  of  the  Re* 
public  it  will  most  nobly  illustrate  the  ^ius  and 
power  of  the  present.  It  is  beautiful  m  design, 
perfect  in  its  proportions  and  arrangements,  and 
not  too  magnificent  for  the  Capitol  of  thirty-one 
American  States. 

The  gentleman,  in  his  zeal  to  defeat  the  contin- 
uance of  the  work,  thinks  proper  to  assail  die 
architect  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
and  charges  that  he  has  not  accounted  for  m 
placed  in  his  hands.  The  money  is  drawn  (torn 
the  Treasury  upon  his  requisition,  according  to 
law,  and  not  otherwise.  Every  cent  so  drawn  has 
been  honestly  and  faithfully  accounted  for.  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.McNAia]doef 
not  know  it,  I  can  tell  him  that  the  accounts  of  die 
architect  are  so  kept,  that  any  man  can  see  iiia 
moment  the  condition  of  the  whole  account,  and 
learn  the  disposition  of  every  dollar  of  the  money* 
I  will  say  to  the  honor  of  Mr.  Walter,  that  if  au 
other  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government  wwe 
as  faithful  and  accurate  in  their  accounts  and  dis- 
bursements, you  would  hear  of  no  complainji 
about  defalcations  and  corruption.  The  |100,0W 
heretofore  appropriated  have  been  expended,  and 
I  am  gratified  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  jodi- 
ciously  expended.  An  immense  amount  of  work 
has  been  done  for  that  amount  of  money.  L«* 
at  the  immense  excavations  at  each  end  of  toe 
Capitol— the  great  number  of  cubh;  perches  of 
stone  bought  and  laid — and  other  materials  aecn- 
mulated.  And  not  one  cent  of  this  money,  say* 
the  honorable  gentleman,  has  been  aceoanied  for. 
Why,  sir,  1  was  about  to  say  that  this  chaige  wm 
so  unjust  to  Mr.  Walter,  and  would  be  so  Uttlo 
believed  by  any  one  who  knows  him,  that  it  was 
scarcely  worth  denying.  Bot,  if  he  really  has 
doubts  upon  th»  mibjact,  ki  bim'^go^  to  the  Comp- 
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troller's  office  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  wOl  aee  that 
every  cent  haa  been  faithfully  and  honestly  ac- 
counted for. 

Every  man  must  be  sensible  of  the  great  import- 
nnce  of  the  proposed  improvement,  and  1  am  only 
surprised  that  the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
"who  have  yenr  after  year  seen  the  great  incon- 
veniences of  legislation  arising[  from  the  miserably 
defective  construction  of  this  Hoi^se,  did  not 
sooner  direct  it  to  be  commenced.  I  need  say 
nothing  of  this  Hall,  the  very  worst  in  the  world 
for  purposes  of  deliberation.  Its  defects  are  two 
palpable  not  to  be  seen  and  felt  by  every  member. 
jLarge  and  commodious  as  the  building  may  seem, 
it  does  not  contain  more  than  one  half  as  many 
committee  rooms  as  are  needed  for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses.  In  many  of  them  the  committees  are 
doubled,  some  of  the  committees  have  no  rooms, 
and  it  frequently  occurs  that  special  committees 
cannot  be  accommodated  without  seriously  inter- 
fering with  the  duties  of  others.  And  how  are 
the  officers  of  the  House  accommodated  ?  They 
are  crowded  into  the  smallest  rooms,  and  scarcely 
more  than  half  the  space  necessary  for  the  prompt 
and  proper  dispatcn  of  business.  The  library 
room  of  the  House  is  ill  shaped,  irregular,  and  not 
much  lai^er,  or  convenient,  than  a  good-sized  rat 
hole.  The  document  room  is  but  little  better,  and 
both  seem  to  have  been  made  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  to  which  they  areapphed.  Neither 
the  Postmaster  nor  the  oergeant-at-Arms,  has 
more  room  than  is  usually  allotted  to  the  bar- 
keeper on  a  steam-boat.  All  this  is  discreditable 
to  a  great  nation  like  ours,  and  affords  abundant 
reason  for  the  immediate  progress  of  an  improve- 
ment, which  will  afford  greater  conveniences  for 
the  legislative  department  of  the  Government. 

1  hope  this  appropriation  will  be  made.  I  deem 
the  investigation  to  be  made  by  this  committee 
as  of  very  little  importance.  Indeed,  I  know  no 
practical  man — I  had  almost  said,  no  sensible  man 
— will  so  hazard  his  reputation  as  to  insist  that 
those  foundations  shall  come  down.  Who  has 
complained  of  them,  and  of  what  is  the  complaint 
made?  It  arises  from  the  disappointment  or  men 
who  sought  contracts  and  did  not  get  them,  and 
applies  to  a  single  spot  ten  or  twelve  feet  long  and 
two  feet  deep  in  one  of  the  walls  upon  the  south 
aide  of  the  House.  I  understand  there  is  no  sort 
of  objection  to  the  foundation  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  building — none  in  the  world.  If  the 
gentleman  having  umr^  of  this  matter  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  walk  fiftv  feet  further,  he  would 
have  seen  a  portio'i  of  this  work  unfinished,  just 
as  it  was  laid  up  b^  the  hands  of  the  workmen, 
and  instead  of  conrung  here  and -complaining  that 
there  are  no  large  stones  in  that  foundation,  he 
would  have  told  us  that  he  saw  them  jutting  almost 
entirely  through  the  wall.  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McNair]  to  say,  if 
upon  that  side  of  the  building  there  are  not  large 
•tones  running  through  the  whole  wall? 

Mr.  McNAlR.  There  are  large  stones  running 
nearly  through  the  wall;  and  I  believe  they  were 
put  up  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  show. 
When  we  came  to  dig  into  the  wall,  we  found  no 
stones  running  through  it. 

Mr.  STANTON.  That  shows  the  state  of  feel- 
ino;  under  which  the  chairman  of  the  special  com- 
mittee is  acting.  Why  could  'he  not  state  the 
simple  fact,  without  throwing  iii  the  remark  that 
**  they  were  put  up  for  $how?  for  if  he  had  been 
destitute  of  all  prejudice  and  feeling,  and  had  not 
the  interest  of  others  who  have  insti^ted  this  in- 
yestigation,  to  sustain,  as  well  as  his  own  repu- 
tation, for  having  begun  it,  would  not  the  mere 
declaration  of  fact  have  been  suflicient?  Now, 
sir,  I  say  that  that  wall  was  laid  before  the  gentle- 
man came  to  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  McNAlR.  I  have  no  interest  in  this 
thing. 

Air.  STANTON.  How  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  could  the  men  when  at  work  upon  that 
part  of  the  wall,  have  anticipated  that  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  McNair,] 
when  he  came  here,  would  have  been  set  on  to 
commence  a  crusade  against  the  foundations  of 
this  building?  That  work  was  done  long  before 
the  honorable  gentleman  came  here,  and  it  remains 
now  just  in  its  unfinished  condition,  and  in  the 
best  condition  possible  to  test  the  quidity  of  the 
work.  Now,  sir,  I  venture  to  assert  that  he  will 
not  say  that  that  wall  is  not  strong  enough. 

Mr.  McNAIR.    I  will.    That  is  my  opinion. 


Mr.  STANTON.  Well,  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that,  for  it  is  in  keeping  with  all  the  resulu 
of  the  judgment  you  have  manifested  here  to-day. 
Now,  sir,  this  part  of  the  wail  torn  down  by  the 
committee,  was  **  leveled  up''  as  the  base  for  larger 
stone,  and  **  leveling"  is  a  technical  term  with 
masons,  simply  indicating  the  bringing  of  the  wall 
to  a  level  surlace,  iii  order  that  yuu  may  have  a 
bed  for  larger  stoue  to  rest  upon,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses, in  this  process  of  *Meveling  up,"  small 
stones  are  needed  and  necessarily  used,  and  tiiis 
is  known  to  all  practical  men,  if  not  to  the  chair- 
roan  of  tlie  committee,  created  to  pass  judgment 
upon  the  labor  of  skillful  and  experienced  opera- 
tives, who  could  have  no  motive  or  interest  to 
make  other  tlian  a  good  job. 

I  have  been  instructed  to  offer  this  amendment 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  liuildings,  who  think 
that  the  appropriation  should  be  made  and  the 
work  completed  with  all  possible  speed  consistent 
with  its  proper  execution.  The  Secretary  of  tlie 
Interiorrin  his  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  Architect,  in  his  annual  re- 
port, estimated  ^^350,000  as  the  sum  to  be  expended 
uuring  the  present  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1852, 
and  $65(1,000  for  the  subsequent  year,  ending  June 
30,  1853.  The  appropriation  provided  for  by  the 
amendment,  extends  to  June  30,  1853,  and  is  only 
half  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  Secretary  abd  Ar- 
chitect, a  large  portion  of  the  time  having  elapsed 
in  which  the  amount  of  tlieir  estimates  would  nave 
been  expended.  I  earnestly  hope  the  House  will 
pass  the  resolution  and  permit  the  work  to  pro- 
ceed. The  appropriation  is  needed,  must  be  made, 
and  the  sooner  the  better.  In  conclusion,  I  will 
simply  say,  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  char- 
acter of  the  report  of  the  special  committee,  the 
money  wiH  be  required,  and  the  appropriation 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  As  I  am  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  as  comments  have  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Stanton] 
upon  their  action,  I  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Brown]  to  yield 
to  me  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  BROWN.  There  is  nothing  which  I  would 
not  do  for  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Wallace]  except  to  yield  a  portion  of  my  hour. 
1  shall  want  all  of  it  for  my  own  use,  not  upon  this 
question,  but  upon  other  questions. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  address 
the  House  at  all  in  reference  to  tlie  bill  now  before 
it.  1  propose,  in  the  opening  of  my  remarks,  to 
take  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  rise,  progress,  and 
fall,  of  the  Southern  movement.  It  is  very  well 
known,  sir,  not  only  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
but  to  the  whole  country,  that  the  continued  action 
of  the  Northern  people,  and  of  the  Northern  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  domestic  relations  existing 
in  the  South,  between  the  master  and  the  slave,  had 
at  one  time  wrought  up  the  Southern  mind  to  a 
very  high  degree  of  exasperation.  Apprehensions 
were  freely  expressed,  and  doubtless  generally  en- 
tertained, that  some  great  disaster  was  likely  to 
befall  the  country,  g[ro wing  out  of  this  excitement. 
In  this  state  of  public  feeling,  during  the  Thirtieth 
Congress,  a  gentleman ,  then  a  Representative  from 
one  of  the  districts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  [Mr. 
Gott,]  introduced  a  resolution,  preceded  by  what 
the  Southern  members  believed  to  be  a  most  insult- 
ing preamble.  This  preamble,  insulting  though 
it  certainly  Mras,  did  not  propose  any  legislative 
action.  The  resohition,  directed  a  very  simple, 
but  a  very  important  inquiry  to  be  made.  It  di- 
rected the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboUshing  the 
slave  trade  in  this  District.  The  passage  ot  this 
resolution  gave  offense  to  the  whole  Southern  dele- 
gation, and  they  commenced,  at  once,  manifesting 
their  hostility  to  this  movement  in  a  manner  not  to 
be  misunderstood. 

A  distinguished  gentleman  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  L^islature,  from  my  own  State,  and  now 
its  Qovernor,  came,  as  the  older  members  of  Con- 
gress know  very  well,  into  this  House  and  soli- 
cited members  of  Congress  to  sign  their  names  to 
a  call  for  a  meeting  of  Southern  Senators  and 
Representatives.  In  obedience  to  this  call, a  meet- 
ing assembled  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  over  which 
a  venerable  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kentucky 
[Gk>vernor  Metcalfe]  was  called  to  preside.  Here, 
•ir,  I  date  the  rise  of  the  Southern  moyemeot. 


From  this  point  it  commenced  its  progress.  But 
for  this  movement,  I  undertake  to  say,  the  South- 
ern Democracy  was  not  responsible.  That  meeting 
was  ajoint  assemblage  of  the  Southern  Whigs 
and  of  the  Southern  Democrats.  There  were 
Whigs  who  absented  themselves;  and  there  were 
Democrats  who  absented  themsehres;  but  the 
Southern  delegation  in  Congress  generally,  and 
without  reference  to  party,  was  responsible  for  the 
meeting  and  for  its  proceedings.  That  meeting  put 
forth  an  address  to  the  Southern  people,  written, 
as  it  is  said,  and  I  have  no  doubt  correctly,  by  the 
late  venerable  and  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun.]  It  was  such  a  paper  as 
was  intended  to  produce,  as  it  certainly  dia  pro- 
duce, a  most  profound  sensation  upon  the  Southern 
mind.  Upon  my  return  to  Mississippi,  I  found  a 
very  high  degree  of  excitement — an  excitement  not 
confined  to  the  Democrats,  but  pervadingall  parties, 
Whigs  as  well  as  Democrats.  A  proposition  had 
already  been  made,  and  was  then  being  actively 
urged,  for  a  convention  of  our  State— a  popular 
convention — to  take  into  consideration  the  rela- 
tions then  subsisting  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  growing  out  of  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  of  both  polit- 
ical parties,  published  a  coll  to  the  people,  invit- 
ing them  to  assemble  in  convention.  This  call 
was  the  first  advance  step  of  the  Southern  move- 
ment, and  for  it,  both  Whigs  and  Democrats  in 
my  State  were  alike  responsible.  In  obedience 
to  it,  the  people,  without  reference  to  party,  as- 
sembled in  primary  meetings  and  appointed  dele- 
gates to  a  State  Convention,  and,  in  every  instance, 
the  delegates  to  that  convention  were  appointed  of 
equal  numbers,  Whigs  and  Democrats.  The  con- 
vention assembled  in  the  month  of  October,  1849. 
This,  sir,  was  the  second  step  in  the  progress 
of  the  Southern  movement.  Up  to  this  period 
neither  partyr  could  chiim  the  exclusive  credit,  and 
up  to  this  time  it  was  all  credit — there  was  no 
debit.  That  convention  put  forth  another  address 
to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and  from  that  address 
I  propose  just  in  this  connection  to  read  a  yery 
short  extract.  For  this  address,  bear  you  in 
mind,  both  the  Whig  and  the  Democratic  parties 
of  Mississippi  were  responsible,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  made  responsible  by  their  delegates  in 
convention.  It  bore  the  honored  signatures  of 
leading  Democrats  and  leading  Whigs.  It  was 
a  document  which  bore  the  signature  of  a  very 
distinguished  member  of  the  UNION  party,  now 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Administration,  and 
its  representative  as  chief  consul  on  the  Island  of 
Cuba — Judge  Sharkey.  AAer  disclosing  to  the 
people  what  had  been  done  and  what  was  pro- 
posed for  the  future.  Judge,  now  Consul,  Sharxey 
and  his  associates  said: 

"  Basidefl  and  beyond  a  pnpnlar  convention  of  the  Sootb- 
f*rn  SUUen  with  the  view  and  the  hope  of  arresting  the 
cause  of  agcression,  and  if  not  practicable,  then  to  concen- 
trate the  Soiitli  in  will,  understandings,  and  acdnn,  the  con- 
vention of  Mivissippi  •uggecled,  as  the  pos!«iblc  ultimate 
revolt,  the  call  by  the  Legislature  of  the  a«iuiiled  Stales,  or 
still  some  more  solemn  conventions — such  as  should  be 
regularly  elected  by  the  people  of  those  States — to  deliber- 
ate, speak,  and  act  with  all  the  sovereign  power  of  tlie  peo- 
ple. Should,  in  the  result,  such  convpntlons  be  called  and 
meet,  they  may  lead  to  a  like  regularly-consUtuled  con- 
v«!nlion  of  all  the  assailed  States,  to  proHdt  in  th4  last  re- 
tort for  their  separate  welfare  by  the  formalion  of  a  com- 
pact  and  an  union  that  willaflbrd  protection  to  their  libertiea 
and  their  rights.^ 

Now,  that  is  the  language  fbr  which  I  say  all 
parties  in  Mississippi  were  responsible.  It  is  the 
emanation  of  n  convention  composed  equally  of 
Whigs  and  of  Democrats,  or  as  they  are  now 
called  of  State-Rights  men  and  Union  men.  The 
yery  head  and  front  of  the  Union  party  in  Missis- 
sippi, was  the  president  of  the  convention,  which 
put  forth  that  aadress---the  very  head  and  front  of 
the  Union  party  in  Mississippi  attached  his  name 
to  that  sentiment  and  published  it  to  the  people  of 
Mississippi — "to  provide  in  the  lai«t  resort  for 
their  separate  welfare."  How  could  this  be  done 
else  than  by  a  separoHtm  from  the  Northern  States  ? 
How  oould  it  be  done  else  than  by  secession  or  rev- 
olution— by  breaking  up  the  Government.  True, 
it  was  to  be  done  in  the  last  resort;  and  prav  have 
we  ever  spoken  of  secession  except  as  tne  last 
resort — the  final  alternative?  But  now  I  find 
this  language  brought  into  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Wil- 
cox,] and  held  up  here  with  an  attempt  to  hold 
the  party  to  which  I  belong  responsible  for  it. 
History,  sir,  must  be  known  to  him,  at  least 
the  history  of  our  own  State,  and  if  he  hat  rta4 
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that  history  he  knows  that  the  Hon.  William  L. 
Sharkey,  the  appointee  of  Millard  Fillmore  at 
consul  lo  the  city  of  Havana,  was  among  those 
who  put  forth  this  address — ^[>ut  his  signature  to 
this  language,  and  indorsed  it  to  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  To  this  point  the  Southern  nM>ve- 
ment  progressed.  This  Mississippi  convention 
advised  the  convention  of  the  Southern  States. 
Virginia  responded  to  that  call,  so  did  Geor^a 
and  Alabama,  and  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas,  and 
Texas.    Aye,  even  Tennessee  came  in,  slowly 

and  reluctantly,  it  is  true,  but  still  she  comes 

Mr.  POLK.    To  save  the  Republic. 
Mr.  BROWN.    Yes,  sir,  Tennessee  went  into 
the  Nashville  Convention  to  save  the  Republic, 
and  so  did  Mississippi. 

Mr.  SCURRY.  If  the  gentleman  will  permit 
me  to  interrupt  him. 
Mr.  BROWN.  Very  briefly. 
Mr.  SCURRY.  The  gentleman  who  attended 
from  Texas  did  so  against  the  large  majority  of 
the  district  which  he  represented.  A  majority  of 
that  district  voted  directly  and  flatly  against  the 
convention. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  inquire 
how  delegates  came  to  be  there.  I  speak  of  history 
as  it  is.  Texas  was  represented  in  the  convention, 
whether  by  her  authority  1  do  not  know,  and  what 
is  more,  at  this  time  1  do  not  care.  It  is  not  ma- 
terial. The  Nashville  Convention,  in  obedience 
to  this  call,  and  in  pursuance  of  these  proceedings, 
assembled.  This  was  another  step  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Southern  movement.  Up  to  this  time, 
if  there  was  any  strenuous  objection  to  it  any- 
where, I,  at  least,  was  not  aware  of  it.  Here 
and  there  an  exception  may  have  been  found — 
here  and  there  a  newspaper  editor  might  be  found 
to  oppose  it;  but  the  great  mass  of  the  Southern 
politicians — and  as  far  as  I  could  judge  of  the 
Southern  people-~Whi^  and  Democrats — were 
for  it.  They  were  for  it  without  distinction  as  to 
party.  The  convention  assembled.  It  elected 
Hon.  William  L.  Sharkey,  of  my  own  State — 
the  head  and  front  of  Mississippi  UWiointM — to 
preside  over  its  deliberations.  He  did  preside. 
That  convention  put  forth  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple, followed  by  a  series  of  resolutions,  asserting 
certain  propositions  upon  which  the  Southern  peo- 
ple ougnt  to  insist.  Still,  sir,  there  was  no  for- 
midable objection  either  to  the  convention,  or  to 
what  it  said  or  did.  The  progress  of  the  move- 
ment still  seemed  to  be  onward.  Soon  afterwards 
the  compromise  measures  began  to  attract  attention 
in  the  country  and  in  Congress.  A  feelins:  of  trep- 
idation seemed  to  st6al  over  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives. Here  and  there  an  old  ad  vocate  of  the 
Nashville  Convention— one  who  had  looked  to  it  as 
the  source  from  which  a  panacea  was  to  come  for  all 
wounds  and  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores,  gradual- 
ly felt  off.  I  might  call  names  if  1  did  not  wish  to 
avotd  involving  myself  in  a  discussion  with  too 
many  gentlemen  at  the  same  time.  With  the  falling 
off  of  Uiese  early  and  sturdy  advocates  commenced 
the  decline  in  the  Southern  movement-*and  with 
the  passa^  of  the  compromise,  I  mark  the  first 
distinct  evidence  of  its  decay. 

In  November,  1850,  after  the  compromise  meas- 
ures had  passed,  a  Union  Convention,  the  first  ever 
held  to  my  knowledge  in  the  United  States— cer- 
tainly the  first  ever  held  in  my  own  State — was 
assembled  at  the  city  of  Jackson,  the  seat  of  (rov- 
frnment  of  Mississippi,  It  was  not  a  Southern- 
Rights  Convention;  it  was  not  a  State-Rights  Con- 
tention; it  was  not  a  Whig  Convention;  it  was  not 
a  Denoooratic  Convention;  it  was  a  Uvion  Con- 
vention, so  it  was  called,  and  so  it  assembled.  It 
was  in  advance  of  any  other  political  ormuiization 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  or  any  other  State, 
flawing,  BO  far  as  I  know,  out  of  the  compromise. 
It  rose  as  if  from  the  ashes  of  the  Southern  move- 
ment in  Mississippi.  It  was  made  up  of  the  con- 
sistent few  who  opposed,  and  of  thegreater  number 
who  seceded  from  the  Southern  movement.  With 
the  assemblage  of  this  convantion  in  Mississippi,  I 
date  the  downfall  of  the  Southern  movement  in 
that  State;  a  fall  which  was  rapidly  succeeded  by 
its  downfall  elsewhere.  Virginia  determined  to 
acquiesce  in  the  measures  of  the  compromise; 
Georgia  acquiesced;  Alabama  anj  the  other  States 
in  the  South  followed  suit,  or  were  silent.  To  the 
Union  Convention  of  Mississippi  belongs  the 
credit,  if  credit  it  be,  of  strikine:  the  first  fatal  blow 
at  the  Southern  movement.  From  this  moment  U 
99fidi^  dteKnsd.    The  moveatni  I  rtfavd  as  dead. 


It  died  at  the  hands  of  its  early  friends^-its  fath- 
ers. It  is  now  very  dead;  and  if  I  were  called 
upon  to  write  its  epitaph,  I  would  inscribe  upon 
the  stone  that  maraed  its  burial  place,  RequitsecA 
in  pace.  I  will  not  make  merry  over  the  tomb  of 
an  old  friend.  I  loved  this  movement.  I  be- 
lieved it  was,  in  its  day,  full  of  patriotism,  full  of 
devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and 
eminently  calculated  to  preserve  the  Union,  be- 
cause it  Mras  eminently  calculated  to  preserve  the 
rights  of  the  States  within  the  Union.  But  it  has 
passed  away.  A  witty  friend,  in  speaking  of  its 
Duoyanl  rise,  its  rapid  progress,  and  its  early  de- 
cay, described  it  as  being  lUce  Billy  Pringle's  pig: 

"  When  it  lived,  it  lived  in  clover, 
And  wben  it  died,  It  died  all  over." 

[Laughter.] 

When  those  who  had  been  chiefly  instrumental 
in  getting  up  this  movement  abandoned  it,  could 
we  be  maoe  longer  responsible  for  it?  Thev 
brought  it  into  being,  and  by  their  hands  it  fell; 
and  now  they  turn  upon  us,  denounce  it  as  a  mon- 
ster, and  charge  its  sole  paternity  on  us.  We 
assume  our  due  share  of  the  responsibility,  and 
they  shall  take  theirs. 

The  Southern  movement  was,  1  repeat,  the  joint 
work  of  both  parties  acting  together.  This  is  his- 
tory. 'If  there  was  any  rivalry,  it  was  as  ta which 
party  was  entitled  to  the  most  credit.  There  was 
in  this  movement  a  fusion  of  parties.  But  upon 
all  the  old  issues  each  party  maintained  its  sepa- 
rate organization.  And  when  the  Southern  move- 
ment was  abandoned  each  was  free  to  resume  its 
original  position. 

The  Whigs  did  not  return  to  their  position. 
They  halted  by  the  wayside,  and  by  the  aid  of  a 
few  Democrats,  formed  the  Union  party.  It  was 
a  party  not  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
hour;  but  called  into  existence  to  subserve  the 
views  of  particular  men.  This  brings  me  to  con- 
sider the  present  organization  of  parties  in  my 
State. 

My  collea^e  [Mr.  Wilcox]  the  other  day,  in 
what  (  considered  rather  bad  taste — although  I 
certainly  shall  not  undertake  to  lecture  him  upon 
matters  of  taste — spoke  of  a  bare  minority — of 
almost  a  majority  of  the  people  of  our  State  as 
attempting  to  sneak  back  into  the  Democratic 
ranks.  That  was  the  language  employed.  In 
speaking  of  the  State-Rights  men  or  loisS,  afler 
their  separation  from  General  Jackson,  he  said: 

<'Tbey  stood  aloof  from  the  party,  in  armed  neutrality, 
in  tbe  only  State  where  they  bad  a  majority ;  and  in  States 
where  they  were  in  the  minority,  generally  acted  with  the 
Whig  par^  in  opposition  to  the  Democrals.  Thpy  did  not 
after  cheirdefeat  attempt  to  meoA  ftoc*  into  the  Democratic 
par^  Wilder  the  style  of  oU  Him  Democrats,  a«  the  $ee€9- 
$iovAd9  of  the  freteni  day  are  aUeu^ding  to  do.** 

Now,  I  shall  undertake  to  demonstrate  that  the 
State-Rights  party  of  Mississippi  were  never 
out  of  the  ranks  or  the  Democratic  party,  and  that 
by  no  act  of  their 's  have  they  ever  put  themselves 
beyond  theptJe  of  that  party;  and  therefore  there 
was  no  occasion  for  them  to  march  back,  even  with 
banners  flying,  and  much  less  for  them  to  **  snodc 
back,*'  in  the  language  of  my  colleague.  Who 
were  they  that  put  themselves  first  out  of  the 

f>ale  of  the  Democratic  party?  It  was  my  col- 
eague  and  his  associates.  In  November,  1850, 
they  assembled  together  in  what  they  certainly 
did  not  call  a  Democratic  Convention.  They  as- 
sembled in  a  Union  Convention,  and  passed  what 
they  were  pleased  to  term  Union  resolutions. 
They  formed  a  Union  organization,  independent 
■{-  of  the  Democratic  party*  uid  equally  independent 
of  the  Whig  party.  They  did  more  than  that. 
They  chose,  as  the  especial  orean  of  that  party — 
the  particular  mouth-piece  of  mat  political  organ- 
ization, the  leading  Whig  organ  at  the  seat  of 
government.  I  ask  if  it  is  not  so  ?  It  is  true  they 
took  down  the  name  of  tbe  paper;  It  was  called 
the  «* Southron."  That  title  no  longer  suited  their 

Surpose,  and  they  called  it  the  Flag  of  the  Union, 
iut  they  left  the  old  Whig  editor  to  conduct  it. 
True  it  is  that  they  assoeiatra  with  him  a  so-called 
Union  Democrat.  And  it  is  equally  true  that  the  old 
line  Whig  and  the  new  Kne  Democrat  yet  conduct 
that  journal.  From  this  point,  the  unhappy  contro- 
versy which  has  continued  in  Mississippi,  took  its 
Erogress.  The  Democratic  party  became  divided, 
lut  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  deciding  who 
kept  up  the  old  organisation.  The  newspaper 
I  press  of  the  Stau  g^ves  alwajrs  a  pretty  clear  in- 
I  disatioii  as  to  how  parties  stand.     If  there  is 


one  sin^e,  solitary  Whig  paper  in  the  State  of 
Missianppi  that  has  not  kept  the  Union  flag  (ly- 
ing at  its  mast-head  from  the  openine  of  the  con- 
test down  to  this  hour,  1  ask  my  colleague  to  lay 
which  one  it  is.  If  -there  was  a  Democratic 
paper  in  the  State  of  one  year's  standing  that  did 
not  take  the  State-Rights  side,  with  but  a  sin^ 
exception,  the  Columlnis  Democrat,  and  keep  it,  I 
do  not  know  where  it  is  to  be  found.  Who  seemi 
from  these  facts  to  have  been  getting  out  of  tbe 
Democratic  party— my  colleague,  who  is  sustained 
by  the  Whig  press,  or  t,  who  have  been  and  am 
yet  sustained  oy  the  Democratic  press? 

More  than  this.  The  Union  party  caHcd  a  con- 
vention in  April,  1851.  It  was  to  be,  by  the  ternra 
of  the  call,  a  Union  Convention — mark  you,  it  vu 
not  a  Democratic  Convention,  it  was  not  a  Whi; 
Convention ,  but  it  was  a  Union  ConventioD.  What 
did  it  do  ?  Did  it  nominate  Democrats  for  office? 
It  made  four  nominations,  and  two  of  them  were 
Democrats  by  name,  and  two  of  them  were  open 
and  avowed  Whigs.  It  did  not  assemble  as  a 
Democratic  Convention.  It  did  not  sit  as  a  Dem- 
ocratic Convention.  It  did  not  make  Demoaitie 
nominations.  It  nominated  two  Whigs  sad  tvo 
Democrats,  and  my  colleague  voted  the  ticket  that 
nominated .  Who  was  it,  let  me  ask ,  that,  foUow- 
ing  after  strange  gods,  thus  pat  himself  outaida 
the  Democratic  party;  and  wiio  is  be  that,  in  com- 
ing back,  will  have  occasion  to  sneak  iato  tbt 
ranks? 

The   State-Rights   party,  or   the  Demoentie 
States-Rights  party,  as  it  is  termed  in  our  Stats, 
assembled  in  Convention  in  June.    What  did  they 
do  ?    They  made  their  nominations,  and  they  se- 
lected their  nominees  from  the  old  line  Democracy. 
General  John  A.  duitman  was  made  our  sumd- 
ard-bearer.    I  was  surprised  the  other  day  to  hear 
my  colleague  going  back  to  18S4  and  189o,  tofiod 
the  evidence  of  duitman 's  want  of  fidelity  to  trot 
Democratic  principles.    Something  has  been  said 
about  a  statute  or  limitation.     Whether  tbe  bte 
distinguished  nominee  of  the  Democracy  of  Bfis- 
sissippi  requires  a  statute   of  limitation,  I  cc^ 
tainly  do  not  know.    If  he  voted  for  John  dmncf 
Adams  in  1834  and  1838,  and  has  since  seen  tbe 
error  of  his  way,  where  is  the  Demoemt  who  will 
not  forsive  him  ?    Where  is  the  Mississippi  Demo- 
crat who  has  not  forgiven  him  ?    But  we  have  his 
own  word  for  saying,  that  he  did  not  vote  for  John 
Cluincy  Adams  in  1824.    He  did  not  vote  for  him 
in  1838.    He  was  always  a  State-Rights  roan  of 
tlie  strictest  sect;  and  upon  the  issuing  of  Oeneral 
Jackson's  proclamation  against  South  Carofana, 
he,  like  hundreds  and  thousands  of  others  who 
had  been  always  fkithful  to  the  standard  of  the  oM 
hero,  abeuidoned  him;  and  they  returned  to  him  is 
their  own  good  time.    But  if  it  be  so  grave  sn 
ofl^ense  in  the  DemocraU  of  Mississippi  to  hare 
nominated  a  gentleman  who  voted  (allowing  the 
charge  of  my  friend  to  be  true)  for  John  dnincy 
Adams  in  1 W4,  and  again  in  1^,  what  shall  mj 
friend  say  of  Governor  Foote.     He  claims  to  bea 
better  Democrat  than  anybody  else;  and  yet  he  held 
the  only  oflice  that  he  ever  did  hold  at  the  hands  of 
the  peoole  in  Mississippi,  until  he  was  elected  Got- 
ernor,  tVom  the  Whigs  of  the  county  of  Hinds,  and 
thatsolateasl838-'9.    Yes;  my  friend  forgot  d»t, 
in  1838,GovemorFooterunasa  Whig,waseled«d 
as  a  Whig,  and  served  as  a  Whig,  in  our  L<P**' 
ture.    So,  upon  the  score  of  consistency,  I  think, 
allowing  my  friend's  statements  to  be  true,  we  stand 
quite  as  well  as  he  does.  And  1  submit  to  my  col- 
league whether  it  is  not  a  little  too  late  for  him,  or 
forhis  friend,  theOovemorof  the—1  wa«goiDgt« 
say  Union  party,  but  he  is  Govemor  of  the  State  by 
the  constitution — to  complain  of  Governor  U*" 
man 's  want  of  Democracy.     Did  not  both  yoo  aw 
Gtovemoi;  Foote  vote  for  duitman  for  Govemor  m  • 
1849  ?    Did  not  Governor  Foote  put  forth,  or  aid 
in  putting  forth,  a  pamphlet  in  this  city,  uffiB? 
the  claims  of  this  same  John  A.  duhman  for  the 
Vice  Presidency?    Yes,  sir,  so  late  as  1^48  m 
recommended  him,  as  a  man  worthy  o^'"**''!^^ 
whole  Democracy  of  the  Union.    Yet  my  menj 
lays  charges  against  his  political  orthodoxyi  ««J«" 
as  far  back  as  1S34  and  1828-twenty  years  be^ 
yond  the  time  when  he  received  the  indowemejt 
of  Governor  Foote  and  nearly  one  third  of  tw 
whole  Democracy  of  the  Union;  twenty-one  vesrs 
beyond  the  time  when  he  received  the  »JI°«^ 
msiit  of  Mississippi  for  G^overnor,  and  mj  f^^S: 
vote  for  the  same  oflke.    If  theindorstmefltoftfie 
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of  Missiratppi  Demoency  in  1849-4f  the  indorse- 
ment of  GoTeroor  Foote,  and  of  nay  colieagoe  alao, 
may  be  relied  on,  I  think  Cluitman  can  pass  mua- 
ter.    He  is  sound. 

Our  nominees  were  all  Democrats.     We  run 
them  as  Democrats — as  State-Rights  Democrats — 
a^Dst  the  Union  ticket,  composed  of  two  Whigs 
and  two  Democrats.    W  e  were  beaten .    And  what 
hsui  happened  since  the  election?    Who  is  it  that 
has  gone  out  of  the  Democratic  party  ?    The  Le- 
gi^ture  assembled — the  new  Grovernor  was  inau- 
gurated.   What  was  almost  his  first  act  ?    It  was 
to  appoint  an  Adjutant-General.     It  was  an  im- 
portant appointment — the  most  important  in  his 
giA.     Did  ne  appoint  a  Union  Democrat?    No, 
not  he.    Did  he  appoint  a  secession  Democrat, 
as  my  friend  calls  them?    No,  not  at  all;  but  he 
appointed  a  Whig.    That  was  his  first  important 
appointment  as  Governor,  ond  he  dismissed  a 
Democrat  to  make  it.    What  did  his  **  faithful 
Uoion  Legislature  "  do  ?    It  did  not  send  him  back 
to  the  Senate,  that  is  clear.    1  will  tell  you  what 
it  did.    There  was  an  old  and  venerable  Democrat 
superintending  the  penitentiary.    It  was  a  mere 
ministerial  office,  filled  by  a  man  who  had  confes- 
aedly  discharged  his  duues  with  ability  and  integ- 
rity, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  everybody. 
He  was  turned  out  by  the  Union  Legislature,  and 
a   Whig  put  in  his  place. ,  A  gentleman  who 
had  discharged  for  a  series  of  years  the  duties  of 
clerk  of  the  same  establishment,  with  fidelity,  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every  one,  was  also 
dismissed,  and  a  Whig  put  in  his  place.    A  Whig 
Sergeant-at-A  rms  was  elected .    rlaces  were  given 
to  other  Whigs  over  the  heads  of  Democrats.    The 
patronage  of  the  State,  so  far  as  the  Governor  and 
Legislature  could  control  it,  has  been  given  to  the 
Whigs;  and  so  far  as  the  executive  advertising  has 
been  concerned,  it  has,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, been  given  to  the  Whig  press.    I  ask  if  this 
looks  like  Democracy  ?    Two  vacancies  existed  in 
the  United  States  Senate.    How  were  they  filled? 
With  Democrats,  did  you  sav — old,  long-tried, 
and  consistent  Democrats?    Were  they  sent  here 
to  represent  the  Union  men  of  Mississippi?    No, 
sir.    One  Democrat  and  one  Whig  were  returned. 
If  these  things  show  that  my  colleague,  and  his 
associates  in  Mississippi,  have  been  faithful  to  the 
Democratic  party,  why,  then,  I  must  confess  I 
have  grown  strangely  wild  in  my  opinions  of  po- 
litical fidelity.    What  think  our  rriends  from  otner 
States?    *'Uan  things  like  these  o'ercome  them 
like  a  summer  cloud,  and  not  excite  their  won- 
der?"   Is  it  consistent  with  Democratic  usage  to 
organize  under  the  style  of  the  Union  party?    Is 
it  compatible  with  party  fidelity  to  nominate  and 
elect  bitter  enemies  of  the  party?    Is  it  a  part  of 
the  tactics  of  the  Democratic  party  to  dismiss 
Democrats  and  put  Whigs  in  their  places  ?    Ought 
the  patronage  of  a  Democratic  Groveniroent  to  be 
given  exdusively  to  the  Whig  press?  And,  finally, 
ou^ht  a  Democratic  Legislature  to  elect  a  Whig 
United  States  Senator  ?   These  are  questions  raised 
by  my  friend,  and  his  party.    I  asx  the  National 
CNemocracy  to  answer  them. 

My  colleague  calls  us  constantly,  through  his 
speech*  the  ueasumistt  and  dinmionisU  of  Missis- 
sippi. This  is  a  kind  of  political  slan^  used  in  a 
party  canvass  with  effect,  but  it  is  entirely  out  of 
place  here.  A  member  of  Congress  ought  to  use 
terms  that  apply  to  a  given  stateof  facts-— that  have 
some  relation  to  justice.  My  friend  says  what  he, 
perhaps,  said  so  often  in  the  heat  of  the  canvass, 
that  ne  almost  got  to  think  it  was  true — that  we 
went  into  the  contest  with  secession  and  disunion 
inscribed  upon  our  banners.  Why,  no  such 
thing  is  true.  My  friend  must  have  seen  that  in- 
scription through  a  distempered  ima^nafion — 
through  some  extraordinary  perversion  of  his 
mentBU  vision.  There  was  no  such  inscription  on 
our  banner.  The  Democratic  party  or  Missis- 
sippi asserted  the  abstract  right  ora  State  to  secede 
from  this  Union.  They  entertain  that  opinion  now ; 
and  at  all  proper  times  and  upon  all  proper  occa- 
sions they  will  maintain  it.  We  believe,  in  the 
language  of  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  **  that  where 
'  there  is  no  common  arbiter,  each  party  to  a  oom- 

*  pact  is  to  judge  of  the  infractions  of  the  compact, 

*  and  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress. " 

The  State,  we  say,  *•  is  to  be  the  judge  of  in- 
fractions of  the  compact,  and  of  the  mode  and 
measure  of  redress."  If,  in  the  language  of  the 
Kentucky  resolutions,  the  State  believed  that  the 
compact  has  been  violated,  she,  and  she  alone 


has  the  right  to  judge,  so  far  as  she  herself  iscon- 
perned,  of  that  infraction,  and  the  mode  and  meas- 
ure of  its  redress.  I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague  if 
he  does  not  indorse  the  Kentu^y  resolutions,  and 
whether  the  whole  Union  party  of  Mississippi 
does  not  indorse  them?  If  be  will  say  to  us,  by 
authority  of  his  party,  that  they  repudiate  these 
resolutions,  1  will  guaranty  that  they  sink  so  low, 
as  a  political  party,  that,  though  you  sounded  for 
them  with  a  hundred  fathom  lead  line,  a  voice 
would  still  come  booming  up  from  this  mighty 
deep,  proclaiming,  **  no  bottom  here.*' 

I  desire  to  submit  this  proposition  to  my  col- 
league. He  says,  that  because  we  assert  the  right 
of  secession,  therefore  we  are  secessionists,  ^bn 
eonsUi,  He  asserts  the  right  of  revolution.  Let 
me  ask  my  friend,  do  you  consider  yourself  as  a 
revolutionist?  If  1  am  to  be  denounced  as  a  se- 
cessionist because  I  assert  the  right  to  secede,  may 
I  not  turn  upon  my  assailant  and  say  to  him.  You 
are  a  revolutionist,  because  you  assert  the  right  of 
devolution  ? 

But,  sir,  this  new  Union  organisation — this 
party  which  claims  first  to  be  the  Whig  party  par 
excelUnee,  and  then  to  be  the  Democratic  party 
par  exuUine&^to  what  sort  of  sentiments  does  it 
hold?  Ask  my  friend  here,  [Mr.  Wilcox,1  in 
the  presence  of  our  colleague  of  the  Senate  [Mr. 
Brookb]  who  has  lately  arrived  in  this  city, 
**  Gentlemen,  what  are  your  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  currency?*'  My  friend  would  doubt- 
less say  something  about  nard-money,  and  gold 
and  silver;  but  our  collea^e  in  the  Senate  would 
tell  us  that  he  believes  in  paper  money,  and 
banks.  Suppose  the  two  gentlemen  should  be 
asked  what  tney  thought  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
tection? My  friend  here  would  commence  lec- 
turing you  about  free-trade;  but  his  colleague  in 
the  Senate  would  begin  to  tell  us  how  much  pro- 
tection we  want.  And  it  would  be  thus  in  regard 
to  distribution,  internal  improvements  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  the  Sub-Treasury,  and  upon  all 
other  party  questions.  If  you  ask  them  what  they 
are  for,  they  tell  you  they  are  for  the  Union.  But 
as  to  what  poUtical  measures  they  propose  to  carry 
out,  they  do  not  at  all  agree,  even  among  them- 
selves. 

Why,  sir,  if  I  may  be  allowed,  in  this  high 
council-place,  to  indulge  in  an  anecdote,  1  think  I 
can  tell  one  illustrative  of  the  position  of  this 
Union  party,  and  especially  the  Union  party  of 
my  own  State.  There  was  an  old  gentleman  who 
kept  what  was  called  the  **  Union  Hotel."  A 
traveler  rode  up  and  inquired  whether  he  could 
have  breakfast.  The  landlord  said,  **What  will 
you  have?"  "  Well,"  said  he,  ••  Vi\  take  broUed 
chicken  and  cofiee."  **  I  don't  keep  them." 
**  Let  me  have  beefsteak  and  boiled  eggs,  then." 
"I  don't  keep  them."  *•  Well,"  said  the  trav- 
eler, <*  never  mind;  ^ive  me  something  to  eat." 
**  I  don't  keep  anything  to  eat."  **  Then,"  said 
the  traveler,  getting  a  lijtle  out  of  patience,  **  feed 
my  horse;  give  him  some  oats."  **  1  don't  keep 
oats."  «Then  givehilb  a  liule  hay."  **  I  don't 
keep  hay."  **  Well,  give  him  something  to  eat," 
**  I  don  t  keep  anything  for  horses  to  eat." 
[LAUghter.l  •  **  Then  what  the  devil  do  you 
keep?"  '*!  keep  the  Union  Hotel."  [Renewed 
laughter.]  So  with  this  Union  party.  They  are 
for  the  Union, and  they  are  for  nothing  else.  They 
are  for  that  to  which  nobody  is  opp^rad.  They 
are  constantly  trying  to  save  the  Union,  and  are 
making  a  great  outcry  about  it,  when,  in  fact,  ns* 
body  MS  sou^t  or  is  seeking  to  destroy  it.  They 
keep  the  Union  Hotel,  but  they  don't  keep  any* 
thing  slss. 

Now,  sir,  to  come  a  step  further  in  the  progress 
of  Mississippi  politics.  As  soon  as  the  election  in 
our  State  resulted  adversely  to  my  friends  and 
to  myself,  we,  as  a  matter  of  course,  abandoned 
the  issue  upon  which  it  had  been  conducted.    We 

Sive  up  a  contest  in  which  we  had  been  beaten, 
ut  we  did  not  change  our  opinions  ss  to  the 
soundness  of  the  j>rineijpU,  It  was  a  contest  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  particular  State  principle,  or 
State  policy.  We  were  overthrown  by  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  our  own  Stale,  and  consequently 
we  gave  up  the  issue.  Iromediatel  v  aAerwards,  by 
the  usual  authority  and  in  the  usual  way,  there  was 
a  notice  inserted  in  the  leading  Democratic  papers 
of  the  State,  calling  upon  the  Democratic  party, 
without  reference  to  new  State  issues,  and  without 
reference  to  past  disputes,  to  assemble  in  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  dslsgatss  to  attend 


the  Baltimore  National  Democratic  Convention. 
This  was  in  November,  1851.  Almost  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  the  Union  party  called  a  Union 
convention,  which  assemblea  on  the  first  Monday 
in  January  last.  It  was  represented  by  about 
thirty-six  delegates,  from  twelve  or  fourteen  coun- 
ties. On  the  dth  of  the  same  month,  the  Demo- 
cratic Convention  proper,  assembled,  represented 
by  some  two  hundred  or  more  delegates, irom  fifty- 
five  counties.  Our  convention  was  called  as  a 
Democratic  Convention .  1 1  assembled  as  a  Demo- 
cratic Convention.  It  deliberated  as  a  Democratic 
Convention.  It  appointed  dele^tes  to  the  Balti- 
more Convention  as  a  Democratic  Convention.  It 
appointed  Democratic  electors.    It  represented  em- 

Cnatieally  the  Democracy  of  Mississippi.  Having 
een  beaten  on  the  issues  of  State  policy,  I  repeat, 
we  gave  them  up.  We  so  publicly  announced; 
and  when  we  met  in  convention  on  tneSch  of  Jan- 
uary, it  was  as  Democrats  on  the  old  issues. 

How  was  it  with  the  Union  Convention  ?  Was 
that  a  Democratic  Convention  ?  Was  there  any 
such  pretence?  No,  sir;  it  assembled  as  a  Union 
Convention — a  Union  meeting  to  appoint  delegates 
to  attend  a  Democratic  National  Convention. 
Why,  what  an  idea !  What  right  had  such  a 
meeting  to  appoint  delegates  to  a  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  ?  If  t}\^  Union  party,  calling 
themselves  Democrats,  may  appoint  delegates  to 
the  National  Democratic  Convention,  why  may 
not  the  free  Democracy  of  Ohio,  typified  in  the 
person  of  the  gentleman  across  the  way,  [Mr.  Gid- 
DiNot,]  do  tl^  same  thing?  They  claim  to  be 
Democrats,  and  have  organised  the  free  Democ- 
racy; and  why  may  not  they  send  their  repre- 
sentation to  tne  Democratic  Convention?  Sup- 
pose the  Free-Soil  Democrats  get  up  an  organiza- 
tion, why  may*not  they  send  delegates  too?  and 
why  may  not  every  other  faction  and  pMitical  or- 
ganization have  its  representatives  there?  No, 
sir;  if  the're  is  to  be  a  Union  party,  let  there  be  a 
Union  convention.  If  certain  gentlemen  have  be- 
come so  etherealized  that  the  Democratic  organi- 
zation does  not  suit  them,  let  them  stay  outof  tba 
Democratic  convention.  When  they  put  on  the 
proper  badge— when  they  take  down  the  Union 
flag,  and  run  up  the  old  Democratic  banner,  1  am 
for  hailing  them  as  brothers— ^or  forgetting  the 
past,  snd  looking  only  to  the  future.  They  need 
not  sneak  back.  We  will  open  the  door,  and  let 
them  in.     **  To  err»is  human;  to  forgive, divine." 

Mr.  CHASTAIN,  (intemipting.)  I  wish  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  if  the  phitform  of 
the  rfashville  Convention  did  not  repudiate  the 
idea  of  having  anything  to  do  with  either  of  th« 
national  con  ventions— the  Whigor  the  Democratic  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.  For  that  convention,  the  Whig 
party  and  the  Democratic  party,  as  I  said  before* 
were  alike  responsible.  'The  Union  party,  com- 
posed, as  it  is,  of  Whigs  and  Democrats,  must  take 
their  part  of  the  responsibility  for  it.  Was  not 
Judge  Sharkey,  a  Whig  and  your  President's 
appointee  to  Havana,  responsible?    Was  he  not 

f>resident  of  the  convention,  and  is  he  not  a  Union 
ead  er  ?  Did  not  Grovemor  Foote  have  a  hand  in  it  ? 
Did  not  Mr.  Clemens  take  his  share  of  responsi- 
bility ?  Did  not  almost  all  the  prominent,  leading 
Union  Democrats  of  the  South  nave  a  part  in  that 
convention?  I  want  to  know  if  these  gentlemen 
may  slip  out  and  leave  us  to  hold  the  sack  ?  The 
State-Rights  Democrats  of  Mississippi,  ss  such, 
never  indorsed  the  recommendation  to  which  the 
gentleman  alludes;  and,  therefore,  we  no  more  than 
others  are  responnble  for  it.  If  the  Union  Whigs 
and  Union  Democrats  will  stand  by  the  recomr 
roendationr  they  may  fairly  expect  us  to  do  so 
too;  but  it  is  a  very  pretty  business  for  us  to  make 
a  joint  promise,  and  then  allow  them  to  break  it, 
and  require  us  to  hold  on  to  it.  No,  sir.  **  A 
contract  broken  on  one  side,  is  a  eontract  broken 
on  all  sides." 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana,  (interrupting.) 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  mentioned  tns 
State  of  Louisiana  in  connection  with  the  Nash- 
ville Convention.  I  wish  merely  to  state  this  fact, 
that  a  law  was  introduced  into  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  authorizing  thepeople  to  send  delegates 
to  that  convention,  but  it  railed.  I  do  not  believe 
a  single  man  went  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  to 
that  convention  who  was  authorized  by  the  peo- 
ple to  go  there. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  cannot  stop  fbr  these  inter- 
ruptions, as  I  find  that  my  time  is  fiut  running 
out.    Now,  what  did  the  Democnuio  party  of 
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Mississippi  mean  when  they  assembled  in  conren- 
tioii  and  appointed  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  Na- 
tional Convention?  They  meant,  sir,  to  ^o  into 
that  convention  in  good  faith,  and  to  act  m  good 
fuiih.  We  do  not  believe  the  Democratic  party 
is  ^injS^  to  come  up  to  our  standard  of  otate- 
Ri^its,  but  we  know  they  will  come  nearer  up  to  it 
than  the  Whi^  pcu'iy;  and  we  therefore  intend  U* 
go  into  tt^  Democratic  Convention,  with  an  hon> 
est  purpose  to  support  its  nominees.  We  trust 
you  to  make  us  fair  and  just  nominations;  and  if 
you  do,  we  intend  to  support  them.  If  I  am  asked 
wlio  the  State-Rights  Democrats  of  Mississippi 
woutd  sustain  for  the  Presidency,  1  will  answer, 
they  will  sustain  any  good,  honest,  long-tried,  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  who  haa 
never  practiced  a  fraud  upon  them. 

I  can  tell  you  this,  that  in  goino;  into  that  con- 
vention,  the  Democracy  of  Mississippi  will  not 
ask  from  it  an  indorsement  of  their  peculiar  no- 
tions— if,  indeed,  they  be  peculiar— on  the  subject 
of  State-Rights. 

Mr.  CHASTAIN,  (interrupting.)  Let  me  ask 
the* gentleman  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Cass? 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  I  were  to  answer  that  ques- 
tion, I  might  be  asked  by  other  gentlemen  whetlier 
I  would  vote  for  this  man  or  that  man.  I  do  not 
choose  to  engage  in  any  controversy  about  men. 

Sir,  I  was  saying  that  we  shall  not  ask  at  the 
hands  of  the  Baltimore  Convention  an  indorse- 
ment of  our  peculiar  views  on  thesubject  of  State- 
Rights — if  indeed  these  views  be  peculiar.  We 
shall  ask  in  the  name  of  the  State-Righta  party  no 
place  upon  the  national  ticket — ^neither  at  its  head 
nor  at  its  tail.  And  when  we  have  aided  you  on 
to  victory,  as  we  expect  to  do,  we  shall  ask  no 
part  of  the  spoils,  for  we  are  not  of  the  spoil-loving 
school.  * 

What  we  ask  is  this:  that  when  we  have  planted 
a  great  principle,  whicii  we  intend  to  nourish,  and, 
as  far  as  we  have  the  power,  protect,  you  shall  not 
put  the  heel  of  the  national  Democracy  upon  it  to 
crush  it.  We  ask  that  you  shall  not  insult  us  in 
your  convention,  either  by  offering  us  as  the  nomi- 
nee a  man  who  has  denounced  us  as  traitors  to  our 
country,  or  by  passing  any  resolutions  which  shall 
thus  denounce  us  in  words  or  by  implication. 
Leave  us  free  from  taunt  and  insuk;  give  us  a  fair 
Democratic  nomination,  and  we  will  marcii  up  to 
it  like  men,  and  we  will  be,  where  we  have  always 
been  in  our  Democratic  struggles,  not  in  the  rear, 
but  in  the  advance  column.  We  will  bear  you  on 
to  rictory;  and  when  victory  has  been  achieved, 
you  may  take  fhe  spoils  and  divide  them  among 
yourselves.  We  want  no  office.  Will  the  Union 
party  give  this  pledge?  Of  course  they  will  not,  for 
tliey  are  committed  against  your  nominees  in  ad- 
▼ance,  unless  certain  demands  of  theirs  shall  be 
complied  with — and  amonfl:them  is  the  ostracism  of 
the  State-Rights  men.  They  propose  to  read  out 
the  great  body  of  the  Southern  Democrats,  and 
tlien  1  suppose  make  up  the  deficiency  with 
Whigs.  When  the  national  Democracy  relies  on 
Whig  votes  to  elect  its  President,  it  had  better 
'*  hang  its  harp  upon  the  willow." 

The  State-Rights  Democrats  will  never  be  found 
sneaking  into  any  party.  We  ask  nothing  of  our 
-national  brethren.  If  we  support  the  nominees,  as 
we  expect  to  do,  it  will  be  done,  not  for  pay,  but 
as  a  labor  of  love — love  for  old  party  associations; 
love  of  principles,  v/hicb  we  hope  are  not  yet  quite 
extinct,  and  which,  we  are  slow  to  believe,  will 
be  extinguished  at  Baltimore.  If  we  fail  to  sup- 
port the  nominees,  it  will  be  because  they  are  such 
as  ought  not  to  have  been  made. 

We  make  no  professions  of  love  for  the  Union. 
Let  our  acts  speak.  We  have  stood  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  by  the  rights  of  the  States,  as  defined 
by  our  fathers.  If  this  be  enmity  to  the  Union, 
then  have  we  been  its  enemies.  We  have  not 
made  constant  proclamation  of  our  devotion  to  the 
Union,  beoause  we  have  seen  no  attempt  to  destroy 
it,  and  have  therefore  seen  no  necessity  for  defena- 
ing  it.  The  danpr  is  not  that  the  States  will  se- 
cede from  the  Union,  but  rather  that  the  Union 
will  absorb  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  and 
consolidate  them  as  one  State.  A^inst  this  dan- 
ger we  have  raised  our  warning  voice.  It  has  not 
been  heeded;  and  if  disaster  befall  us  from  this 
quarter,  we  at  least  are  not  to  blame. 

Laudation  of  the  Union  is  a  cheap  commodity. 
It  is  found  on  the  tongue  of  every  demagogue  in 
the  country.  I  by  no  means  say  that  all  who 
laud  ths  Union  arc  dtmagogues;  but  I  do  say  that 


there  is  not  a  demagogue  in  the  Union  who  does 
not  laud  it.  It  is  the  bone  and  sinew,  tlie  soul 
and  body  of  all  their  speeches.  With  them, 
empty  shouts  for  the  Union,  the  glorious  Union, 
is  a  passport  to  favor;  and  beyond  the  point  of 
carrying  a  popular  election,  they  have  no  ideas  of 
patriutittm,  and  care  not  a  fig  for  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  our  federative  system. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  other  things  to 
which  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  make  allu- 
sion, but  I  am  admonished  that  my  time  is  so 
nearly  out,  that  1  can  have  no  opportunity  to  take 
up  another  point.  I  shall  be  happy,  however, 
in  the  few  moments  that  remain  of  my  time  to  an- 
swer any  questions  that  gentlemen  may  desire  to 
submit.  I  supposed,  from  the  disposition  mani- 
fested by  gentlemen  a  few  moments  ago  to  inter- 
rogate me,  that  1  should  necessarily  be  compelled 
to  answer  some  questions,  or  seem  to  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  doing  so.  I  therefore  hurried 
on  to  the  conclusion  of  what  I  deemed  it  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  say,  for  the  purpose  of  answering 
those  questions.     I  am  now  ready. 

After  a  moment's  pause,  Mr.  B.  continued:  Gen- 
tlemen seem  not  disposed  to  press  their  inquiries, 
and  my  time  being  almost  out,  I  resume  my 
seat. 

Mr.  WILCOX  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  said: 
Really,  sir,  when  my  honorable  friend  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  House  upon  Mississippi  politics,  I  con- 
fess the  fact  that  a  spirit  of  trepidation  seized  me. 
I  had  been  informed  that  I  was  to  be  devoured 
this  morning  by  my  honorable  friend — I  say/rtend, 
for  he  is  my  friend,  and  as  such  I  regard  him. 
But  really  the  storm  is  passed,  and  here  I  am.  His 
missiles  have  been  weak,  and  they  have  fallen 
harmless  at  my  feet. 

The  honorable  gentleman  takes  the  position  that 
this  Disunion  or  Secession  party  in  Mississippi 
exists  only  as  a  mere  chimera  in  the  brains  of  cer- 
tain men  m  that  State — that  it  is  only  a  chimera, 
a  mere  phantom — that  there  is  no  party  in  favor 
of  disunion  or  secession  in  Mississippi,  or  in  the 
United  States.  I  thought  that  gentleman  had  too 
high  a  regard  for  truth  to  make  a  declaration  so 
baseless  of  truth. 

Mr.  BROWN.  To  prevent  all  misapprehen- 
sion, I  desire  to  ask  my  colleague  if  he  means  to 
say  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  ftilsehood  ?  For 
that  inference  might  be  leA  upon  the  minds  of 
some  by  his  language. 

Mr.  WILCOX.  I  have  spoken  explicitly 
enough.  My  language  will  bear  no  misconstruc- 
tion.   None  whatever. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  what 
I  have  said  is  false? 

Mr.  WILCOX.  If  you  say  that  there  was  no 
party  in  Mississippi  in  favor  of  secession  or  dis- 
union, you  say  what  is  false. 

Here  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  standing  near  Mr. 
Wilcox,  struck  him  in  the  face.  The  blow  was 
returned,  and  a  violent  nersonal  conflict  ensued 
between  the  parties.  The  committee  was  in  an 
instant  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  membera  left  their  seats  and 
rushed  towards  the  scene  of  conflict.  Loud  and 
continued  cries  for  the  Sergeant-a4-Arm8  (who 
was  temporarily  absent)  to  arrest  the  parties. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Sbtmour, 
of  Connecticut]  called  to  order  in  vain.  In  the 
midst  of  the  noise  and  excitement,  Mr.  BAYLT,of 
Virginia,  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
motion  was  put  and  carried.  The  chairman  va- 
cated, and  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and 
called  to  order.  The  disorder  continuing,  Mr. 
BatvTi  of  Virginia,  demanded  that  the  persons 
creating  the  disorder  should  be  arrested. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  sent  for  the 
Sergeant-at- A  rms. 

[Loiid  cries  of  •«  Order !"  "  Order !"  and  great 
confusion.] 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  Has  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  reported  ? 

TheSPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  no  prop- 
osition until  order  is  restored.  The  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  the  oflioera  of  the  House  under  him, 
will  perform  their  duty  by  taking  into  custody 
those  who  are  still  disposed  to  be  disorderly. 

Ader  some  minutes,  the  membera  who  had  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  action  succeeded  in  separa- 
ting the  parties  in  colUsion,  and  order  was  par- 
tially restored;  and 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  reported  that 
the  Cominittce  of  the  WhoU  on  the  state  of  the 


Union  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  coimd. 
eration  the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and  psp. 
ticularly  joint  resolution  No.  2,  provioin;  for  the 
continuation  of  the  work  on  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol,  and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  move  the  usual  resolu- 
tion, that  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Wbob 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  subject  lait 
before  it  shall  cease  in  half  an  hour  aAer  that  con* 
mittee  shall  have  resumed  its  con^deration. 

rCriesof  •♦No!"  ••No!'*] 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  Is  that  motion  debtl- 
able? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  WeU,  I  hope  the  Homi 
will  not  pass  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    Mr.  Speaker 

[Cries  of  •«  Lay  it  on  the  table!"] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  want  to  lay  itoi 
the  table,  for  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  Bat 
I  will  suggest  to  the  mover  whether,  as  there  vu 
a  member  upon  the  floor  when  the  cororaitiM 
rose,  the  House  have  the  right  to  take  from  bin 
his  hour.  I  hope  the  time  will  at  least  be  pro- 
longed, so  as  to  cover  that  speech. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  have  no  doubt  of  thi 
right  of  the  House  to  stop  debate,  for  it  is  asoaUv 
done  when  somebody  is  entitled  to  the  ioor.  1 
will  modify  the  resolution,  to  extend  the  time  to 
one  hour,  however,  if  gentlemen  desire  it,  and  upoi 
that  motion  I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PICKLIN.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gcs- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  the  gendemu 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McNair]  has  not  beta 
heard  in  reply. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  My  spew* 
was  in  reply  to  his.  ^ 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.  I  move  thtt 
this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  House  refaied 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  resolution  to  close  debate  do  he  upon  ihi 
table? 

TheSPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.    I  submit  that  motion. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Upon  that  motion  I  demaoi 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported,  as  foUowi: 

ReMolvei.  That  all  debotc  in  Comminee  ot  the  Whflic  <a 
the  state  of  the  Union  upon  th«  rpsolutloa  of  tfM  SoMt 
No.  17,  to  provide  for  the  constniction  of  the  woilc  m  *• 
extension  of  the  Capitol,  ahall  cea»e  in  ooe  hoar  aler  is 
consideration  is  resumed ;  and  if  the  coauoinre  iteO  aol 
come  to  a  c«mclu«ion  sooner  upon  the  same,  it  slMlt  dMi 
proceed  to  vote  upon  such  amendments  as  riiali  be  pnABf 
or  offered  to  the  same,  and  shall  then  n^port  it  to  the  Hovs 
with  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  spaa  kf 
the  committee. 

Mr.  FITCH.  If  the  debate  be  dosed  bvtiit 
resolution,  will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsflfioia, 
the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Nair,1  be  entitled  to  an  hour  under  theraletoeloie 
the  debate? 

The  SPEAKER.  He  will  not;  but  the  ^de- 
man  from  Kentucky,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Qrounds,  who 
reported  the  bill,  will  be  entitled  to  an  hour. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered;  and  thi 
question  bein^  taken,  the  result  was — ytu  78, 
nays  102 — as  follow: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercrombie.  Aiken,  John  Aptrirtn, 
Avcrett,  Beale,  Bragg,  Breckinridxe,  Buell,  E.  Canisgioo 
Cabell,  Joseph  Table,  Thompson  Campbell.  Ca«kir,CiM> 
dier,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Cottman,  Curtis,  John  0.  ^tn^ 
Dawi«on,  Dimmick,  Dotjr,  Dunham,  Edierton,  Fieilia» 
Floyd,  Henry  M.  Puller,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fullsr,  GMhp, 
Oilmure,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Hena,  Umffr, 
Uolladay,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Jotao  JotoMS, 
Daniel  T.  Jones,  Geo.  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancv  Jones,  PicAM 
King,  Kurtx,  Landry,  Leteher,  Lockhart,  Mace,  McDnaaU, 
McLanahan,  McMollin,  M^Nair,  Meade,  .MofoBy^  Moni- 
son,  Murray,  Nabers,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  pMvlee,  P«m, 
Polk,  Rantoul,  Bobbins,  Bavage,  Scnrrr,  Origeo  8.  Sey- 
mour, Skelton,  Smart,  Abr*m  P.  Stevens,  Alexandfr  H. 
Stephens, Thaddeus  Stevens,  Strattnn, George  W.Thaa^ 
son,  Townsliend,  Wallace,  Aleiander  While,  WiUikk, 
and  Woodward — 78. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allison,  William  Appleion,  Asbe,Tb«. 
H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartlett,  Bell,  Bennett,  BiUgbto% 
Bowne,  John  H.  Boyd,  Brenton,  Brigp,  Brooks,  Alkert 
G.  Brown,  Burrows,  Busby,  Lewis  DTCaanpbeU,  Cvw, 
Chapman,  Chasuin.  Churchwell,  Clingniao,  Cokb,  Cd- 
cock,  Cuilom.  Daniel,  D<ickery,  Duncan,  Durkee,K«rtiBsa, 
Edmund^n,  Evans,  Ewing,  Faolkner,  Pilcb,  floreart, 
Fowler,  Gaylord.  Goodenow,  Green,  Grev.  Grow,  HtsdI- 
ton,  Harper,  Isliam  G.  Harris,  Haws,  Hai^all,  Hsrea, 
Hebard,  Hibbnrd,  Horslbrd,  Houston,  Howard,  Tkmm 
M.  Howe,  Jackson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Jamei  Jnbns^ 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  G.  King,  Hunphrvr  MarsbsD, 
Maaon,  MoCorkle,  McOoaca,  Milfar,  Ueaiy  D.  llMe> 
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Jotin  Moore,  Morehead,  Newton,  Qldt,  Outlaw,  SMnuel 
W.  Pafker,  Pennim&n,  Perkins,  PbeipS)  Porter,  Price, 
RlcbanUon,  Robinson,  Sackett,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker, 
Bcodder,  David  L.  Seymour,  Sroilh,  Stanly,  Benjamin 
StAnton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Stuart,  Sntherland,  Taylor, 
OeojaiiiiiiTbomp80o,Thar8U>D,TQcK,WaUli,  Ward,  wai- 
kins,  VVeicb,  WeUa,  Addiaon  While,  WilUama,  and  Yatei 
— 103. 

So  xhe  re^ohition  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  desire  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  a  remark  or  two,  in  justice 
to  myself  and  the  House.    It  shall  be  very  brief. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  six  years  that  1  have 
occupied  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  I  am  not  sensible 
that  I  have,  before,  once  violated  or  committed  a 
breach  upon  the  rules  of  this  House.  1  deeply 
and  painfully  regret  that  there  should  have  been 
a  necessity  for  my.  doing  so  now.  I  shall  not 
recur  to  tne  circumstances  under  which  I  was  in- 
duced to  perpetrate  an  act  in  the  presence  of  this 
House,  which  I  know  was  a  breach  'of  its  rules 
and  a  violation  of  parliamentary  decorum;  a  thin^ 
which  I  certainly  should  not  have  been  guilty  oi^ 
except  from  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  very  pressing 
and  extraordinary  necessity.  1  apologize  to  the 
House,  sincerely,  earnestly,  and  from  my  heart. 
Sir,  I  apologize  to  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  express  to  them  my  deep  and  heartfelt  regret 
that  I  should  have  been  engaged  in  any  transaction 
which  must  necessarily  reflect  discredit  upon  the 
councils  of  the  nation.    More  than  this,  under  the 

g resent  circumstances,  I  cannot  do.     1  trust  the 
[ouse  will  receive  my  apology.    I  throw  myself 
upon   the  indulgence  of  the  country,  and  ask  its 

f)ardon  also;  and  I  offer  the  guarantee  which  a 
ife  passed  in  the  service  of  my  country  affords, 
that  a  similar  occurrence  will  not  again  take  place, 
unless  under  some  other  very  pressing  and  very 
extraordinary  circumstances,  i  am  the  last  man 
to  violate,  willfully,  the  smallest  rule  of  the  House, 
and  much  less  to  violate  its  order  and  its  decorum 
so  flagrantly,  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
House,  ana,  as  I  painfully  fear,  the  attention  of 
the  country  also.     I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  WILCOX.  It  is  a  matter  of  heartfelt  sor- 
row to  me,  that  I  have  to  rise  so  soon  after  having 
become  identified  with  tliis  body,  to  make  an 
apology  for  a  breach  of  its  rules. 

During  my  identity  with  this  House,  I  have 
endeavored,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  dischai^e  the 
duties  devolving  upon  me  as  a  representative,  and 
to  comply  strictly  and  rigidly  with  tlie  rules  and 
regulations  that  govern  the  House.  And,  that 
the  quiet  and  repose  of  this  great  deliberative  Hall 
should  have  been  disturbed  under  circumstances 
of  the  kind  and  character  which  transpired  a  few 
minutes  ago,  I  repeat,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  heart- 
felt sorrow.  I  tender  an  apology  to  this  House. 
1  mean,  I  feel,  what  I  say.  It  is  the  language 'of 
my  heart.  I  intended  no  disrespect  to  the  repre« 
•entatives  of  this  nation;  none  whatever.  I  am 
incapable  of  it.  And  now  permit  me,  once  and 
forever,  to  say  that  I  desire  to  enter  a  disclaimer 
to  liial  effect. 

But,  sir,  as  my  honorable  colleague  l^as  alluded 
indirectly  to  this  unpleasant  diflliculty,  permit  me 
to  say  that  I  considered  the  wron^  and  outrage 
offered  mc,  by  him,  justified  me  in  the  course  I 
pursued. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  I  move  that 
the  ^ntlemen  from  Mississippi  [Messrs.  fiaowN 
and  iViLcox]  be  excused. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  beg  leave  to  suggest  to 
my  friend  from  Arkansas,  that  there  has  oeen  no 
proceeding  against  those  gentlemen,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  necessity  that  such  a  motion  should  be 
made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  make  the  inquiry  of  the 
Chair.  Did  not  the  Speaker,  under  the  direction 
of  the  House,  order  tnese  men  to  be  arrested  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Anns.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  issued  an  order 
for  the  arrest  of  those  continuing  in  disorder;  but 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  not  present  at  the  time, 
and  -no  arrest  was  made. 

Mr .  JOHNSON.  Then  no  motion  is  necessary. 
1  wifehdmw  my  motion. 
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PROPOSITIONS  TO  ADJOURN  OVER. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
when  this  House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Mondaynext. 

Mr.  Stanly  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  110---as  follows: 

TEAS — Menra.  Atiercrombie,  John  Appleton,  William 
Appieton.  fiabcock,  Bcale,  Bennen,  John  H.  Boyd,  Bragg, 
Breckinridge,  George  H.  Brown,  Busby,  E.  Carrington 
Cabell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell.  Cartter, 
Cbastain,  Coleoek.  Cottman,  Cullom,  Dawson,  Dinimick, 
Edgerton,  Edmuo<nM>n,  Ewing,  Faulkner,  Floyd,  Gilmore, 
Green,  Hamiltoi^,  Hibbard,  HlUyer,  Holladay,  James  John- 
son, John  Johnson,  Landry,  Letcher,  Humphrey  Mari^hall, 
McDonald,  McMullin,  McNair,  McQueen,  John  Moore, 
Morebead.  Nabers,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Sanmel  W.  Par- 
ker. Peasfee,  Phelps,  Porter,  Riddle,  Sackctt,  Schoon- 
maaer.  Scurry,  Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  St.  Martin.  Suther- 
land, Wallace,  Ward,  Addison  White,  Wilcox,  WUdrick, 
Woodward,  and  Yates — 67. 

NATS— Messrs.  Aiken,  WiUis  Allen,  Allison.  Ashe, 
Averett,  Thomias  H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartleu,  Bell,  Bibig- 
haus,  Brenton,  Brifira,  Brooks,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Buell, 
Burrows,  Joseph  Cable,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Curtis,  Daniel,  JohnjG.  Davis, 
Dockcry^  Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Durkee,  Eastman, 
Evans,  Ficklin.  Fitch,  Florence,  Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller, 
Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Giddiogs,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Grow, 
Harper,  Isham  G.  Harris^  Samnson  W.  Harris,  Uascall, 
Haven,  Hebard,  Hendricks,  Heim,  Horsford,  Houston, 
Howard,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Ives,  Jack- 
son. Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.  J(^nson,  Daniel 
T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Gloacy  Jones,  George  G. 
King,  Kuhns,  Kurtz,  Mason,  McCorkle.  McLanaban, 
Meade,  Miller,  Molony,  Henry  D.  Moore,  Morrison,  Mur- 
ray, Newton,  Olds,  Outlaw.  Pennlman,  Perkins,  Polk, 
Price,  Rantoul,  Richardson,  Robbius,  Schoolcraft,  Scudder, 
David  L.  Sejrmour,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Stanly,  Betiiamin 
Stanton,  Richard  U.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Stevens.  Tbad- 
deus  Stevens,  Stranon,  Stuart.  Taylor,  Bei\jamin  Thomp- 
son, George  W.  Thompson,  Tpurston,  Townshend,  Tuck, 
Walsh,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wills,  Alexander  White,  and 
WilUama~110. 

The  (SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  and  there  were,  upon  a  division — ayes 
44;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  proposition  to  close 
debate. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Has  the  House  seconded 
the  call  for  tlie previous  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  upon  that  the  pre- 
vious question  hns  been  demanded. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee  At  what  hour  docs 
that  resolution  propose  to  close  debate  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  In  one  hour  after  the  com- 
mittee shall  have  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  JONES.  Then  I  move  to  amend,  by  sub- 
stituting to-morrow, at  half  past  one  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the  amend- 
mefnt  is  not  in  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  demanded. 

The  question  then  being  upon  seconding  the 
previous  guMtion, 

Mr.  FOWLER  called  for  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Clikgman  and  Chandler 
appointed. 

The  question  was  then  tt^en,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  30,  noes  37. 

So  the  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutioh,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  tne  table;  which 
latter  motion  was  ageeed  to. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  I  move  that  when 
the  House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  1  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WALSH .  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjotun. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  isalsoaprivile^ed 
question,  and  must  take  precedence  of  the  mouon 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CABELL.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SMART.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
this  is  a  question  which  must  be  put  before  that 
of  the  motion  to  adioum,  under  a  positive  rule  of 
the  House,  although  both  are  in  order,  and  priv- 
ileged Questions. 

Mr.  MASON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Smart;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SMART.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn . 

The  question  was  taken,  and  there  were,  upon 
a  division — ayes  55,  noes  97;  so  the  House  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  that 
the  rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  upon  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  ORR.  Is  it  in  order  to  move,  now,  that 
when  the  House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  in  order. 

Mr.  ORR.    Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Upon  that  motion  I  de« 
mand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PHELPS  demanded  tellers  upon  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  Afessrs.  Rob- 
bins  and  Clingman  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  39;  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ORR.  As  many  members  have  to  go  to 
the  Departments  on  business,  I  withdraw  my 
motion. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD.  I  renew  the  motion,  and 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  will  not  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Is  it  in  order  to  renew  and 
witlidraw  a  motion  consecutively,  as  soon  as  the 
yeas  and  nays  are  called,  and  thereby  delay  public 
Dusiness? 

The  SPEAKER,  tt  is  not  within  the  power 
of  the  Chair  to  do  more  than  to  enforce  the  rules 
of  the  House.    The  motion  is  clearly  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  House  will  put 
down  these  efforts  to  defeat  public  business. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  The  question  1  propose  is 
this:  whether  this  is  one  of  those  questions  which 
can  be  repeated  successively — the  question  of  the 
adjournment  over? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  improperly  repeated,  the  Chair 
will  hear  him  upon  that  subject,  and  he  may  take 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The 
Chair  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  motion  is  in  or- 
der. There  was  no  vote  taken  upon  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Orr,1  to  adjourn  over  until  Monday.  It  was 
withdrawn.  It  was  as  competent  for  the  |^entle- 
man  in  front  of  the  Chair  to  make  that  motion,  as 
it  was  for  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  HEBARD.  That  is  not  the  point  I  make. 
It  has  been  once  voted  upon.  The  question  is, 
whether  it  can  be  made  again  the  same  day? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  voted  upon  this  morning, 
there  may  be  a  different  reason  this  evening  for 
adopting  it. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  will  remind  the  Chair 
that  it  was  voted  upon  and  rejected,  under  the  call 
of  the  yeas  and  nays^ 

The  SPEAKER.  Of  that  the  Chair  was  aware; 
but  would  tlie  gentleman  insist  it  is  not  in  order 
for  a  gentleman  to  submit  a  motion  to  adjourn 
more  than  once  during  the  day  ? 

Mr.  GENTRY.  The  point  of  order  is,  whereas 
the  House  refused  to  adjourn  this  morning,  it  can- 
not adjourn  this  avenlng.    [Laughter.] 
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Mr.  HEBARD.    That  is  not  my  question. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  aik  for  the  reafing  of  the  48th 
rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not  debata- 
ble. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN.  My  remark  was  in  reply 
to  the  observation  of  the  %>eaker,  that  if  it  had 
been  Toted  upon,  ii  would  not  bt  now  in  order; 
and  I  wish  to  remind  the  Chair  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  did  not  un- 
derstand the  Chair.  The  Chair  had  reference  to 
the  proposition  made  by  the  eentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr.]  If  it  nad  been  voted  upon, 
the  Chair  would  have  decided,  immediately  upon 
the  annunciation  of  the  vote,  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  renew  it;  but  business  intervening,  it 
would  be  in  order  a  dozen  times  during  the  day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  agree  with  the  Chair 
there. 

'  The  SPEAKER.  The  48th  rale,  as  requested 
by  the  gentleman  Arom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Meade,] 
wHl  be  read . 

The  Clerk  read  the  rale  as  follows: 

*<  A  motion  to  adjourn,  and  a  motion  to  fix  the  day  to 
which  the  House  ahall  adjourn,  nhall  be  always  in  order.'' 

Mr.  ROBBINS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  (](uestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  n^tire — ^yeas  58,  nays  107 — 
as  follows: 

TEAS — Measffl.  Abercrorobfe,  Allison,  John  Ap|rieton, 
William  Appleton,  Ashe.  Babcock,  Bennett,  John  H.  Boyd, 
Breckinridge,  Geoife  H.  Brown,  Busby,  E.  Carrini^on 
Cabell,  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Thompson  Campbell,  Cartter, 
Colco^k,  Cnlloro,  Dawson.  Dimniick,  Dunham,  Edgerton, 
Edmundson,  Ewlng,  Oaylord,  Gentry,  Green,  Hamilton, 
Isham  6.  Harris,  8amp«on  W.  Harris,  Hillyer,  Holladay, 


Jamea  Johnson.  John  Johnson,  Landiy,  Letcher,  Hum- 

Sirey  Marshall,  McMuUin,  McNair,  McQueen,  John 
oorc,  Morehead,  Nabers,  Olds,  Orr.  Andrew  Parker, 
Samuel  W.  Parker,  Peaslee,  Phelps,  Porter,  Richardson, 
Eiddle,  Scurry,  Smart,  Smith,  St  Martin,  Wallace,  Ward, 
and  Alexander  White— 58. 

NATS— Messrs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen.  Averett,  Thomas 
H.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Bartlen,  Bell.  Bibighaa«,  Brenton, 
BrliEgs,  Brooks,  Buell,  Burrows,  Joseph  Cable,  Ca«kie, 
Obaadler,  Chapman,  Cburchwell,  Claris,  Cleveland,  Cling- 
man,  Cobb,  Curtis,  Daniel,  John 6.  Davis,  Dockery.  Doty, 
Duncan.  Durkee,  Evans.  Ficklin,  Pitch,  Florence,  Fowler, 
Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gtddings,  €kK>denow,  Gorman,  Grow, 
Hall,  Harper,  Haws,  HascatI,  Haven,  Hebard,  Hendricks, 
norsford,  Houston,  Howard.  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Thomas 
T.  How,  Ives  Jfackson,  Jenkins.  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert 
W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jrmes,  George  W.  Jones.  J .  Glancy 
Jones,  George  G.  King,  Preston  King.  Kuhns,  Kurts,  Ma- 
aon,  McLanahan,  Mcacham,  Meade,  Miller.  Molony,  Hen- 
ry D.  Mbore,  Morrison,  Murray,  Newton,  Penniman.  Per- 
kins, Polk.  Price,  Ramoul,  Bobbins,  Savage.  Schoolcraft, 
Schoonmaker,  Scudder,  David  L.  Seymour.  Origen  S.  Sey- 
mour, Snow,  Stan^^,  Benjamin  Sttnton,  Richard  H.  Stan- 
ton, Abraham  P.  Stevens.  Thaddens  Stevens,  Btrattnn, 
Stuart.  Sutheriand.  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Towns- 
hend.  Walsh,  Waahbum,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wells,  WUcoz, 
Wildrick,  WilUaras,  Woodward,  and  Tate»~107. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mr,  STANTON.  As  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
House,  I  move  we  adjourn;  which  motion  was 
agfreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ate. 
The  following  petitions,  memorials,  Itc,  were  presented 
nnder  die  rule,  and  referred  to  the  approiwiate  committees : 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  Three  memorials 
from  citiaensof  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Wood  worth  patent. 

By  Mr.  STEVENS,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  remonstrance 
•fa  laige  number  of  cltiaens  of  Lancaster  countv,  Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating  against  die  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent. 

Bv  Mr.  CHANDLER :  Four  memortala,  one  signed  by 
105  builders  and  lumber  roerchanu ;  one  signed  by  Joseph 
West  and  116  others;  one  signed  by  members  of  Uie  Select 
and  Common  Councils  and  Board  of  Trade ;  nortwardeni*, 
alderman,  and  recorder;  one  signed  by  A.  Clark  and  19^ 
othsnti,  ail  citizens  of  Philadelpbfa.  remonstrating  against 
a  renewal  of  patent  for  Wood  worth  ^  planing  machine. 

Also,  two  memorials  signed  by  115  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, Rskinc  for  a  renewal  of  Wood  worth's  patent 

By  Mr.  SIBLET :  Memorial  of  150ciUaensof  the  t7nited 
States,  residing  in  New  Tork,  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
Btotes,  members  of  «« Ui«  Western  Farm  and  Village  Asso- 
etaUoo,'' praying  a  grant  of  160  acres  of  land  to  each  indi- 
vidual, signed  on  condition  that  actual  improvement  be 
made  thereon  previous  to  Uie  15th  day  of  July,  1858;  and 
that  said  mebiorialistt  be  allowed  to  select  these  gran  Uftom 

ud  re^KX'^MSSnttilllr  **^'  ^^••n  I-»kc  Michigan 
By  Mr.  WASHBURN :  The  /enonscvanee  of  Hcnrv 
Richardson  and  others  of  OMtown,  Maine,  against  the  rc^ 
■ewR]  of  Wood  worth  *8patent. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  Three  petitions  algned  by  C.  F.  Bpey- 
rer  and  956  others,  cirisena  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  the  aubiect  of  intervention. 

AIh),  the  petition  of  Robert  J.  Hammond  and  159  others, 
citizens  of  Washington  county,  for  an  act  to  prohibit  the 
trsiieportatlon  and  delivery  of  the  mail  on  the  Loid*a  day« 


By  Mr.  ROBBINS :  The  petition  of  Patrick  Sharp  and 
36  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Con- 
gress to  mqfdify  the  bounty  land  act  of  September  98, 1850, 
so  as  to  gi^e  to  each  of  the  persons  intended  to  be  benefited 
therein,  and  to  the  seamen  and  marines  who  served  in  said 
wars,  not  less  than  160  acres  of  land. 

Also,  on  the  same  subject,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Moser 
and  7S  others,  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois,  the  memorial  of  Da 
vid  C.  Riggs  and  91  odiers,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Burlington  to  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLEVELAND,  the  petitions  of  Messrs. 
Frink,Chew  St  Co.,  aud  others,  and  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers, relatinK  to  seamen  engaaed  in  the  whale  fishery,  and  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  New  London,  Connecticut, 
were  taken  fVom  the  hies  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  die  petition  of  McKnight, 
Brent  h.  Wood  was  taken  from  the  flies  and  refbrred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  HAMILTON:  The  petition  of  Gideon  Bouty 
and  others,  citizens  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  re- 
monstrating against  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  pat* 
ent. 

Bv  Mr.  PENNIMAN :  The  memorial  of  400  citizens  of 
Michigan,  askinga  grant  of  alternate  sections  of  land  in  aid 
of  the  Oakland  and  Ottawa  railroad. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Detroit  bar, 
and  a  memorial  thereof,  asking  increased  compensation  to 
the  district  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Michigan. 

By  Mr.  DOTT :  The  petition  of  settlers  on  the  Menomi- 
nee Purchase,  in  Wisconsin,  for  a  preemption  of  three 
years  to  the  lands  occupied  by  them. 

By  Mr.  BRENTON :  The  petition  of  R.  Morgan  French, 
asking  compensation  as  special  mail  agent,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  New  Tork. 

Also,  tile  petition  of  Isaac  Covert,  deputy  marshal  in  In- 
diana, asking  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  census. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  13, 1853. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

MESSRS.  WILCOX  AND  BROWN. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  question.  I 
am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  to  the  House  that 
the  unfortunate  difficulty  between  the  two  repre- 
sentatives from  Mississippi  (Messrs.  Wilcox 
and  Brown]  has  been  adjusted  m  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  both  parties,  and  that  they  now  oc- 
cupy the  same  position  of  friendship  which  existed 
between  them  previous  to  the  unpleasant  affair  of 
yesterday.  At  the  request  of  the  friends  of  both 
parties  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Arkansas  *  [Mr.  Johnson]  and 
myself,  for  adjustment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order  is 
the  motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Stanton]  upon  yesterday,  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  special  order. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  PRICE.  1  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  relation 
to  the  producers  of  coal,  and  the  manufacture  of 
iron  and  glass. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolutions 
were  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  asked  and  obtained 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  introduce 
joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  against  the  extension  of  the  Wood- 
worth  patent;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patenu,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  understand  the  first  business 
in  order  is  upon  the  pending  motion  to  go  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion before  that  committee  is  a  special  oider? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  If  the  House  refuse  to  go  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  suppose  that  it  will 
be  competent  to  postpone  that  special  order  with 
the  view  of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  upon  theprivate  Calendar? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  motion 
pendmg  will  not  prevail. 

Mr,  CLINGMAN.  I  insist,  as  this  motion 
now  pending  )s  the  first  business  in  order,  that  it 
be  put,  and  take  precedence  of  every  other  motion. 


COMTE8TED  ELECTION  FROM  MEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  rise  merely  to  suggest  to  the 
House  that  I  had  hoped  that  the  quettioD  of 
privilege  wbtefa  I  called  up  the  other  dav  1  ihovld 
be  able  to  have  considered  to-day;  but  if  tbt 
House  will  consent  to  its  now  being  taken  ap  with 
a  view  to  posbioneroent  to  a  day  certain,  Itlttil 
be  satisfiea.  i  was  not  present  oo  yesterday  vha 
an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Delesnte  from  Nev 
Mexico  [Mr.  WcigbthakI  to  c^  up  that  qoet. 
tion.  As  soon  as  the  signal  had  been  giveo  that 
the  House  had  assembled,  I  leflthe  room  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  Mid  Means  with  the  rewhi- 
tion  calling  it  up  for  consideration.  Hamperfedy 
willing,  however,  to  have  the  questum  laid  onr 
until  Monday. 

A  MsMBfiK.  Let  k  lie,  and  it  can  be  ciUed  i^ 
at  any  time. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am.  sometimes  retained  ia 
the  committee  room,  and,  of  course,  cannot  be 
here  precisely  at  the  time  of  the  reading  of  the 
Journal.  I  am  perfectly  wiJliiig  that  it  shall  be 
postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wouldjniggesttothegentk- 
man  from  Missouri,  that  of  next  week  the  poitios 
which  will  not  be  taken  up  in  the  consideratioB  of 
private  matters  is  allowed  for  the  coropletioB  of 
the  special  order  and  the  disposition  of  the  dd- 
ciency  bill.  If  this  case  of  contested  election  ii- 
tervene,  it  is  entirely  possible,  and  indeed  probe- 
ble,  that  the  whole  Ume  thus  allowed  for  public 
business  would  be  consumed  in  discussion.  I 
therefore  hope  that  the  contested  election  will  be 
postponed  for  i^ore  renootc  day. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  make  this  pointof  order. 
There  is  nothing  before  the  House  but  the  peodiaf 
motion.  ^  I  do  not  understand  the  j^tleman  Ami 
Missouri  to  have  insisted  upon  taking  up  the  pnii- 
l^ed  question.  It  will  ^  over,  of  coune,uBt3 
Monday,  or  some  other  time. 

The  SPEA  KER.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mil- 
souri  presses  his  proposition  to  consider  the  aib> 
ject,  it  being  a  privileged  question,  the  Chair  thinb 
that  it  will  be  competent  to  take  the  senae  of  tite 
House  in  regard  to  its  disposal*,  but  it  ia  compe 
tent  also  for  the  House  to  postpone  it  or  topes 
to  other  business  at  any  time.  That  matter  viU 
be  decided,  the  Chair  will  suggest  to  the  gendesMB 
from  Missouri,  by  a  vote  upon  the  propostiM 
now  pending  to  go  into  the  Conunittec  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHELPS.    Very  well. 

CONGRESSIONAL  UBRART  ROOM. 

Mr.  WILDRICK,  from  the  Committee  oo  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled  ''Ao 
act  to  provide  for  the  repaur  of  the  CongreesioaBl 
Library  Room  lately  destroyed  by  fire;'*  which 
received  the  signature  of  the  Speaker. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  thit 
the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  tke 
state  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  tb< 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UnioB, 
(Mr.  Seymour,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chair.) 

TheCHAIRMAN.  The  first  buaineM in orfer 
is  the  special  order,  being  *•  Senate  joint  resoloike 
No.  3,  authorizing  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  to 
continue  in  employment  the  mechanica,  W)ortn» 
and  others,  employed  upon  the  two  winga  thf: 
of,"  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Mi«J«*PP* 
[Aflr.  Wilcox]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  If  the  gentleman  fro»  "f 
sissippi  would  give  away  for  a  few  minutee  ▼!»«' 
I  make  an  explanation  in  reference  to  the  bill  do* 
under  consideration,  I  would  be  obliged  to  him. 

Mr.  WILCOX.  I  will  say  to  ray  honoraWt 
friend  that  I  will  reserve  sufficient  time  in  whica 
he  may  say  all  that  he  desires,  and  ask  that  I  ro»y 
have  notice  from  him.  I  reeret  exceedinply.  W^ 
Chairman,  to  say  anything  further  upon  ihie  «*>• 
ject  than  that  which  I  addressed  to  the  Hou« JJ 
few  days  ago;  but  wew  I  to  fold  my  •™**^S 
quietly  by  and  permit  the  speech  of  the  honoiaine 
member  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Bsoww]  to.P*""* 
answered,  in  all  probability  the  charge  coold  «^ 
some  propriety  or  impunity  be  made  agams 
me,  that  1  had  uttered  from  my  place  «PJ!  r" 
floor  thing[s  that  were  untrue,  so  far  aa  ^^ 
sippi  poliucs  are  concerned.  Further,  |**["^ 
Democracy  might  be  impeached  from  lot  reman* 
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xw-hich  the  honorable  g'entleman  saw  fit  to  sub- 
mit.      I   simply  ask   to  say  to  my  Democratic 
friends  to>dav,  that  [  have  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat—that I  have  never  hedg^ed  to  the  right  or  the 
left,  but  am  a  Tennessee  Democrat.    The  first  les- 
00  n a  of  Democracy  that  I  ever  learned  were  from 
the  late  lamented  James  K.  Polk  of  Tennessee. 
and  the  first  political 'speech  that  1  ever  delivered 
in   my  life,  when  a  boy,  was  written  by  that  im- 
mortal statesman.    I  was  raised  in  Tennessee.    I 
love    her  statesmen,  I  love  her  politics,  and  1  re- 
joice  to  say  this  mornings  that  I  stand  with  her 
upon  these  questions — that  I  stand  with  the  Democ- 
racy   of  Tennessee  upon  the  late  compromise 
measures  passed  by  tne  Congress  of  the  .United 
States.     Here,  jiir,  is  her  platform.    I  hold  it  in 
my  hand.    I  went  to  Mississippi  to  seek  out  an 
honest  livelihood;  shortly  after  navinf^  been  in  that 
State  I  took  the  stump  as  a  speaker  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  labored  arauously  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1844,  and  afterwards  in  1848.    I  have 
ever  been  a  faithful,  uncompromising,  unyielding 
I>emocrat.    I  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Senate 
of  that  Slate,  and  reiilected ,  as  a  Democrat.   When 
our  country  was  involved  in  war  with  Mexico,  it 
"Was  charged  upon  tne  Democr&tic  party  as  being 
a  Democratic  war,  and  that  that  immortal  states- 
man of  Tennessee  had  plunged  us  into  it,  not- 
withstanding my  patriotism  was  excited,  yet  lam 
free   to  confess  that  my  partisan   predilections 
coerced  and  compelled  me  to  oflTer  ray  services  in 
behalf  of  my  country — to  fight  this  country  out  of 
that  Democratic  war. 

The   gentleman  seems  to  think  that  I  now 
stand  outside  of  the  Democratic  pcurty.    Why, 
it  is  known  to  everybody  that  these  compromise 
measures  were  Democratic  measures,  notwith- 
stand  ingthey  received  the  support  and  advocacy 
of  the  Whigs;  but  the  majority  of  members  aa- 
▼ocatin^  and  voting  for  these  measures  were 
Democrats.    Now,  let  us  see  how  I  stand.    I 
look  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon  *s  line,  and  1  see 
all  the  great  statesmen  of  the  North,  including 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Seymour,  Mr.  Cliflford,  Mr. 
Dallas,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  Mr.  Dickinson — ay, 
sir,  all  the  great  statesmen  of  the  Democratic 
party — not  only  indorsing,  but   acquiescing  in 
every  feature  of  that  compromise.    I  look  South, 
and  1  find  distinguished  Southern  Democrats  sus- 
taining and  acquiescinr  in  the  compromise  mea- 
sures.   Further,  I  find  that  every  convention  of 
the  Democratic  parly  that  has  met  since  the  pas- 
sage of  the  compromise  have  indorsed  it.    I  ac- 
quiesce in    these   compromise  measures.     My 
Democracy  prompts  me   to   acquiesce  in  them 
as  a  final  settlement.    In  doing  so,  I  have  not 
lost  my  identity  with  the  great  national  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  United  States.     1  delivered  a 
speech  a  few  days  ago,  in  which  I  endeavored 
to  be  bold  and   pointed,  reviewing  Mississippi 
politics.      I   spoke  from  the  record.      I   spoke 
from  the  message  of  the  Governor,  as  submitted 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State.    I  spoke  from  the 
history  of  that  State,  and  quoted  article  upon 
article  from  the  press  of  that  State,  and  yet  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi  proceeds 
to  answer  my  address— contradicting  what  1  have 
said.    So  far  as  General  Cluitman  is  concerned, 
he  says  he  had  it  from  the  mouth  of  that  gentle- 
man that  he  did  not  oppose  Greneral  Jackson. 
Now,  I  want  no  further  difficulty  or  collision 
with  that  honorable  gentleman,  but  I  feel  proud 
that  1  have  here  with  me,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, some  old  documents,  and  they  are  danger- 
ous things.    I  feel  proud  that  I  can  submit  to  this 
House  tne  address  of  the  Democratic  party  of 
Mississippi,  put  forth  to  the  people  of  that  State, 
in  which  General  Cluitman  is  charged  with  being 
A  nullifier  and  a  secessionist;  the  author  of  the 
nullification  and  secession  addresses;  the  presi- 
dent of  their  meetings;  the  warm  personal  and 
rolitical  friend  of  Mr.  Adams;  wttn  supporting 
im  in  1824  and  1828;  and  as  the  bitter  and  un- 
?ualified  enemy  of  General  Jackson  up  to  1836. 
lere  is  the  address  of  the  Democratic  party  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi.    Let  the  gentleman  join 
issue  with  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State  of 
MissiMippi  upon  that  point.    Why  did  not  Gen- 
eral Quitman,  in  those  days,  when  our  country 
X  was  in  peril  and  danger,  deny  these  things  ?    They 
never  were  denied;  and  for  the  first  time  have  i 
ever  heard  that  he  was  not  the  supporter  of  Mr. 
Adams. 
But  the  honorable  gsntleman  raises  a  great  hue 


and  cry  about  the  mixed  ticket  of  the  Union  party 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  He  studiously  avoids 
saying  anything  about  thf  mixed  ticket  of  nis  own 
party— of  Sta^e-Rights  secession  Whigs  being 
nominated  for  the  convention  and  the  Legislature 
by  Democratic  State-Rights  conventions.  He  says 
nothing  about  his  party  abandoning  the  Demo- 
cratic doctrine  of  free  trade — of  excluding  by  legis- 
lative enactment  all  eoods  miftiufactured  north  of 
Mason  and  Dixon  *s  une.  He  says  nothing  about 
a  Democratic  State-Rights  secession  Senate  electing 
the  honorable  John  J.  Guion,  an  open  and  avowed 
Whig,  President  of  the  Senate,  on  account  of  his 
indorsement  of  the  secession,  disunion  doctrines  of 
the  State-Rights  party — and  nothing  about  having 
run  him  afVerwards  for  Chancellor  of  the  State. 
Yes,  sir,  a  secession  Senate,  contrary  to  the  usages 
and  customs  of  the  party,  elected  a  Whig  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  who  became  Governor  of  the 
State  on  the  resignation  of  Governor  Cluitman. 
For  the  first  time  in  nineteen  years  Mississippi 
was  placed  under  the  rule  of  a  Whig  Governor — 
and  that,  too,  by  a  secession  Senate,  a  majority 
of  whom  were  Democrats.  May  I  not  be  per- 
mitted to  exclaim  with  the  Scotch  bard 

"  O  wad  aome  power  the  gilUe  gie  ut 
To  see  ourtels  an  ithtn  ^e  um  ! 
'  Twad  ftae  mony  a  blander  fVee  uf , 
An'  foolish  notion.'* 

Here,  sir,  vi^as  an  example  set  by  a  Democratic 
Senate;  which  Senate  now  refuses  to  go  into  the 
election  of  a  (Jnited  States  Senator  for  the  long 
term,  riding  over  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
State,  and  standing  out  in  perverse  opposition  to 
the  express  wishes  of  the  people.  It  this  is  De- 
mocracy, Gk>d  save  me  from  such  Democracy ! 
Throughout  my  whole  speebh  I  spoke  from  the 
record.  Did  I  stand  witn  the  Democracy  of  my 
State  in  1834  ?  What  was  Democracy  then,  should 
be  good  Democracy  now.  In  that  aay  and  hour, 
when  our  coijntrj  was  imperiled  in  consequence 
of  the  doctrines  of  secession  and  nullification  which 
were  running  riot  throughout  our  country,  the 
Democratic  party  of  the  State  (and  here  is  the  jour- 
nal) of  Mississippi  that  met  in  convention  to  sustain 
General  Jackson,  denounced  the  doctrine  of  nulli- 
fication and  secession  as  a  heresy  unknown  to  the 
Constitution.  I  plant  myself  upon  those  resolu- 
tions. Here  are  the  journals  also  of  the  Legisla- 
ture that  assembled — the  Democratic  Legislature; 
it  sustained  General  Jackson,  his  proclamation 
and  all.  '  I  stand  upon  those  resolutions,  and  the 
Union  party  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  stand  upon 
those  resolutions. 

But  the  honorable  eentleman  says  there  was  no 
Disunion  party  in  Mississippi;  there  was  no 
party  there  in  favor  of  secession !  Why,  I  refer  you 
to  my  address  delivered  a  few  days  ago.  I  now 
say  that  whoever  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere, 
says  that  there  was  no  such  party  in  the  State  of 
MiAsissippi  in  favor  of  disunion,  misconceives  the 
history  ex  the  country.  Upon  this  question  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  myself  diner;  his  im- 
pressions are  to  the  contrary.  What  are  the  facts  ? 
There  was  a  large  Democratic  Stale-Rights  seces- 
sion dinner  given  to  General  Cluitman,  at  which 
there  were  thousands  of  persons  assembled.  At 
.that  meeting  a  letter  was  received  from  Colonel 
Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  in  which  we  find  the 
following: 

"  Are  we  to  ataad  \>y  and  see  these  monntrous  ontra^« 
perpetrated,  and  raise  noann  for  resistance  ?  Im  MiMissippi 
to  stand  by  and  say  to  Snath  Carolina,  Strike,  but  we  can- 
not? Hid  she  stand  back  at  Buena  Vista  Ibr  any  one  to 
lead  ?  No  !  She  flashed  her  ffleaminx  saber  high  over  the 
perilous  ridff<>  of  banle,  and  her  waving  plume  led  where 
death  and  danger  stood.  It  may  become  her  sacred  duty 
to  walk  tlie  plank  alone ;  and  if  so,  I  trust  she  will  walk  it  like 
a  queen  that  never  quoiled  before  earthly  power,  although 
it  may  lead  over  a  gulf  of  Ore  and  blood.  We  have  but  one 
path  to  tread — the  path  of  duty,  lead  where  it  may.  Mis- 
sissippi, with  such  men  as  Quitman  and  Davis  to  lead  her 
to  the  oreacA,  can  do  anything  she  dare  to  maintain  her 
rights.  Brave  men  can  cut  their  way  to  independence,  if 
needs  be,  with  sword  in  baiMl.*' 

He  concludes  with  this  sentiment: 

<< Mississippi  and  Socth  Camouka:  May  they  at 
present  entwine  for  themselves,  as  sisters,  a  civic  wreath  as 
imperishable  and  as  glorious  as  the  bright  (hrae  of  their 
gallant  sons  that  rose  in  splendor  ftom  the  plains  of  Buena 
Vista  and  Cburubusco." 

When  this  letter  was  read,  it  was  received  witJh 
shouts  of  approbation.  About  the  time  of  this 
celebrated  Q,uitman  festival,  a  similar  one  was 
holden  in  South  Carolina.    This  toast  was  given: 

**JoBK  A.  QniTMAN:  The  first  Presidentof  the  Southern 
Republic,  in  all  the  illustrious  Hue  to  follow  him,  there 
never  will  be  tonnd  a  datrsr  baad  or  a  brav«r  beart«'* 


Yet  the  honorable  gentleman  rises  in  his  place 
upon  this  floor,  and  says  that  there  was  no  party 
in  Mississippi  in  favor  of  secession  or  disunion. 
Again,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  high  court  of 
errors  and  appeals  of  Mississippi,  when  add  reus- 
ing a  State-Rights  convention,  was  reported  to  have 
said,  <Uhat  he  thanked  his  God  that  there  was  no 


such  a  God  in  his  political  pantheon  as  the  Union 
God." 

Why.  the  history  of  the  country  does  not  com- 
port witn  the  remarks  which  the  gentleman  has 
made.  I  care  not  for  the  impression  which  has 
been  made  upon  his  mind.  He  may  have  his  im- 
pression of  tne  facts,  but  I  recollect  the  newspa- 
pers of  the  day  charged  him  with  saying,  •*  I  call 
God  to  witness,  that  I  am  for  resiaXance^"  and  he 
called  upon  the  |:v^opIe  of  his  iistrict  **  to  trust  to 
God  and  keep  their  powder  dry." 

During  my  canvass  upon  one  occasion,  while  I 
was  addressmg  the  people,  and  calling  upon  thein 
to  submit  as  good  citizens  to  the  laws  of  their 
Government,  two  hundred  men  upon  horses  sur- 
rounded the  place  where  I  was  speaking,  with  a 
banner  unfurled  to  the  breeze.  Was  it  the  old 
star-spangled  banner  of  our  country?  Oh,  no, 
not  at  all.  It  was  a  flag  with  two  stripes  upon  it^ — 
one  for  Mississippi  and  one  for  South  Carolina. 
And  in  the  midst  of  mv  speech  three  cheers  were 
given  by  them  forSoutn  Carolina  and  three  cheers 
for  Mississippi.  No  disunion  party  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi! — no  secession  party  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi!  I  have  heard  men,  in  my  own 
State,  of  this  party,  hurl  imprecations  Aipon  this 
Government,  saying  it  should  be  sunk  fifty  fathoms 
in  hell.  JCo  party  in  favor  of  disunion — in  favor  of 
secession  ^ 

If  I  had  time,  I  could  read  you  resolutions  from 
almost  every  county  iir  the  State,  where  this  par- 
ty took  the  ground,  if  the  North  refused  to  run 
the  line  of  3€P  30'  through  California,  that  they 
were  in  favor  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  1 
referred  you  to  those  resolutions  in  part  the  other 
day;  and  yet,  with  those  resolutions,  the  messoge 
of  Governor  Cluitman ,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  before  the 
honorable  gentleman's  eyes,  he  says  there  was  no 
party  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  se- 
ce^on  or  disunion.  I  have  seen  meetings,  time 
and  time  again,  where  they  had  their  transparen- 
cies with  Secession  and  Southern  Confeaeracy 
written  upon  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  asks  me  some  mies- 
tions.  He  asks  me  if  I  was  ever  in  favor  of  the 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions?  Did  I  in- 
dorse the  Virginia  and  Kentticky  resolutions  ?  Oh, 
yes,  with  all  my  heart  I  have  ever  indorsed  those 
resolutions.  The  gentleman  cannot  with  any  pro- 
priety refer  to  those  resolutions  to  sustain  his 
sinking  cause.  The  doctrine  of  the  peaceable  and 
constitutional  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the 
Union  cannot  be  ^deduced  from  them.  It  would 
be  a  shameful  perversion  not  only  of  the  spirit 
but  the  very  letter  of  those  resolutions.  The  au- 
thor of  them,  in  1833,  with  aH  the  amplitude  of 
his  power,  and  the  profundity  of  his  vast  concep- 
tions, reviewed  them,  and  what  was  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  he  came?  He  said  this  constitu- 
tional right  was  wholly  unwarranted,  and  that 
secession  was  an  extra  and  ultra  constitutional 
remedy.  These  are  facts  of  such  public  notoriety 
that  they  cannot  be  gainsayed.  It  is  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  older  members  of  this  House,  that 
these  resolutions  were  adopted  in  conseguence  of 
the  passage  of  certain  obnoxious  acts  of  Congress. 
And  these  resolutions  amounted  to  nothing  more 
than  a  simple  protest  by  the  parties  aggrieved,  so 
as  to  produce  a  repeal  of  those  measures  or  obtain 
amendmenu  of  the  Constitution.  Every  State  in 
the  Union  indorsed  and  responded  to  them.  I  defy 
any  gentleman  to  point  to  a  single  Sute  whicb,  in 
responding  to  them,  •*  hinted  at  anything  being 
contained  in  them  looking,  however  remotely,  to- 
wards secession." 

Mr.  Jefferson  a^eed  with  Mr.  Madison;  and 
their  joint  opinion  is  contained  in  Mr.  Madison's 
letter  to  Mr.  Everett,  in  1833.  I  would  refer  that 
honorable  gentleman  to  this  letter,  and  if  he  would 
read  it,  it  would  prove  useful  to  him.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  says  that  he  will  not  ask  the 
Baltimore  Convention  to  indorse  his  peculiar  views 
of  the  doctrine  of  State-Rifi:hts.  Oh  no,  1  do  not 
think  he  will,  I  do  not  think  that  the  gentleman 
will  have  the  effrontery— 1  speak  it  in  no  unkind 
gensfr— to  rise  in  that  body  and  request  the  paasagA 
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of  u  resolution  indorsinj^  his  peculiar  notions  of 
StHte-Rights.  No,  the  day  and  hour  will  ncveu 
come,  when  the  national  Democratic  parly  will 
incorporate  in  its  creed  of  faith  this  doctrine  of  the 
peaceable  and  constitutional  right  of  a  State  to 
secede  from  the  Union.  Never.  But  should  sucli 
a  proposition  be  presented  to  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention, it  will  be  scouted  from  that  coi^ention 
with  indie^nation. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  noth withstanding  it  has 
been  my  pleasure,  in  days  past,  to  regard  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  as  a  Democrat,  to  vote  for  him 
as  a  Democrat,  I  must  confess  that  1  have  been 
driven  to  the  conclusion  to  suspect  the  genuineness 
of  his  Democracy.  When  the  question  was  asked 
the  honorable'  gentleman  by  Mr.  Chastain,  of 
Geor^a,  if  he  would  support  Lewis  Cass,  of 
Michigan,  for  the  Presidency,  if  nominated,  he  re- 
fused to  answer  the  question.  The  boldne.<>s  and 
independence  of  character  which  should  ever  sig- 
nalize a  Southern  gentleman  upon  that,  as  any 
other  question,  seem  to  have  fotsaken  the  honor- 
able gentleman.  Why,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitancy 
in  saying  that  I  will  support  the  old  veteran..  His 
manhness  of  character,  his  spotless  integrity,  com- 
mend him  to  the  nation  as  one  of  her  brightest 
jewels.  Tlie  accomplished  scholar,  the  able  states- 
man,.and  skiDful  diplomatist,  should  he  be  nomi- 
nated, the  nation  will  look  to  him  as  a  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  night,  to  guiae  her  in 
her  onward  ojnd  upward  march  to  usefulness,  to 
honor,  and  to  greatness.  I  am  a  Democrat,  sir, 
in  whom  there  is  no  hypocrisy,  no  deceit,  disguise, 
or  dissimulation.  There  is  none  in  the  principles 
of  the  partv.  I  go  further,  and  say  that  if  the 
Baltimore  Convention  should  nominateSam  Hous- 
ton, of  Texas,  the  old  Tennessee  Democrat,  I,  with 
nineteen  twentieths  of  iheTennesseeans,  (and  their 
name  is  Legion,)  will  give  a  loud  Amen !  He  is  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  and  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
treme vicissitudes  of  life  thrmigh  whicn  he  has 
passed,  like  the  Hebrew  children,  he  stands  un- 
scathed by  the  fiery  furnace.  Look  at  this  man. 
When  a  boy  he  was  commissioned  by  General 
Jackson,  and  side  by  side»  he  fought  the  battles  of 
bis  countrv.  In  manhood  he  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee.  In  after  life,  when  clouds 
lowered  over  him  and  adversity  came,  he  emi- 
grated to  Texas,  where  he  redeemed  a  nation  from 
oppression,  from  anarchy,  and  from  priestcraft. 
Yes,  sir,  witli  a  handful  of  men,  he  accomplished 
more  than  the  Gtivemment  of  the  United  States 
vrith  the  Army  and  Navy  at  its  back.  He  con- 
quered Mexico;  took  her  President  a  prisoner; 
established  a  Republic;  was  elected  its  President, 
and  afterwards  presented  it  to  this  Government  as  a 
part  ofits  vast  domain.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  the  Highland 
narpers  never  rallied  more  ea^rly  to  the  standard 
of  Kboderick  Dhu,at  his  bugle  blast,  than  I  would 
to  the  support  of  Sam  Houston  for  the  Presidency. 
And  if  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  the  old  law-abiding. 
Constitution-loving,  and  right-recognizine  Key- 
stone of  the  Arch,  should  be  presented,  I,  as  a 
Democrat,  will  support  him,  will  vote  for  him,  and 
fight  for  him,  if  necessary.  I  regard  him  as  one 
of  the  main  pillars  in  our  national  edifice.  If  the 
political  economist  and  able  jurist,  George  M. 
Dallas,  is  presented,  I  will  support  him.  If  the 
warm-hearted,  chivalric,  and  generous  Dickinson 
is  presented,  1  will  support  him.  If  tlie  young 
giant  of  Illinois  is  presented,  my  heart  will  leap 
with  joy  to  sustain  him.  And  for  the  best  of 
reasons.  Should  our  old  ship  of  State  ever  lose 
her  ballast,  split  her  planks,  and  spring  a  leak, 
hs  knows  what  a  hammer,  a  saw,  a  chisel,  and 
an  auger  were  made  for. 

A  Member.    Would  you  support  Marcy  ? 

Mr.  WILCOX.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  do  noth- 
ing^ else  but  support  Marcy.  I  am  a  Democrat — 
the  majority  or  the  people  of  Mississippi  are  Dem- 
ocrats. The  patriotic  Whies  of  my  aittrict  sup- 
ported me  as  a  Democrat — Uiey  will  support  me 
again  as  a  Union  Democrat— I  know  nothing  else 
but  Democracy.  The  best  evidence  of  Democracy 
which  a  man  can  furnish,  is  to  be  willing  to  abide 
the  nomination  of  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention. 

The  distinguished  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  are  all 
Union,  acauiescing,  compromise  Democrats,  and 
start  of  tne  first  magnitude — diamonds  of  the 
first  water.  It  would  be  invidious  in  me  to  make 
a  distinction.  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  do 
it.    It  is  the  business  of  the  convenuon,  and  to  it 
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I  refer  ihem.  A  sense  of  duty  has  constrained 
me  in  trespassing  upon  the  House  to  this  extent, 
and  I  will  here  conclude. 

Mr.  BE  ALE  next  obtained  the»floor,  and  said: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  impelled,  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life,  although  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House  for  many  years,  to  intrude  some  few  ob- 
servations upon  the  attention  of  this  committee. 
There  is  a  bill  lying  upon  your  table,  which  pro- 
poses an  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  the  contin- 
uation of  tne  wings  of  the  Capitol.  A  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  early  in  this  session,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  examine  into  the  permanence,  stabil- 
ity, and  quality  of  the  foundation  work  to  support 
the  superstructure  that  is  intended  to  be  put  upon 
it.  Now,  sir,  I  hold  that  the  House  ought  to  know 
what  are  the  sentiments  of  that  committee,  because 
if  they  do  not,  they  ^ill  legislate  in  the  dark  in  re- 
lation to  the  appropriation  of  a  very  large  amount 
of  money.  That,  and  tliat  alone,  impels  me  to 
^ive  the  information  which  I  possess  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  hope  1  shall  be  pardoned  for  referring  to  the 
observations  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Stanton]  made  on  yesterday  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  That  gentleman  gave  us  his  learn- 
ing in  architecture,  and  told  us  of  his  long  expe- 
rience as  a  mechanic,  and  he  chose  to  depreciate 
the  talents  andprobity  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  beg  the  gen- 
tleman's pardon;  I  depreciated  neither  the  talents 
nor  the  probity  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BEALE.  The  ^ntleman  was  present,  I 
think,  when  the  excavations  wereinadein  the  wall, 
and  I,  too,  was  there,  and  he  observed  on  yester- 
day, that  the  committee  were  men  of  such  dimin- 
utive structure  of  mind  and  feeling,  that  they  were 
capable  only  of  observing  specks  and  blots  upon  the 
great  superstructures  of  genius  and  talent,  [Laugh- 
ter.] Now,  whether  I  come  within  this  lamenta- 
ble category,  I  will  not  determine.*  I  am  willing 
that  my  position  in  this  House  should  be  judged 
by  those  who  have  known  me  since  I  have  been 
here.  I  make  no  pretensions  to  talent,  but  I  do 
make  pretensions  to  probity. 

Permit  me,  sir,  in  a  very  succinct  manner,  to 
say  what  I  know  in  relation  to  the  examinations 
which  have  been  made  by  the  committee,  and 
which  I  think  the  House  should  know  before  they 
vote  an  appropriation  of  #600,000  for  continuing 
the  work  on  tne  wings  of  the  Capitol.    * 

The  condition  of  my  mind  when  I  came  to  this 
work,  was  this:  upon  a  survey  of  the  outward  ap- 
pearance of  the  wall,  I  had  two  objections  to  it;  tne 
first  was,  that  I  thought  the  stone  was  too  smafl 
for  the  magnitude  of  the  wall,  and  the  second  was, 
that  there  were  very  many  long  lines  of  stone  nm- 
ning  longitudinally  with  the  wall,  which  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  have  breakers  to  sustain  them. 
,  Well,  sir,  this  matter  was  inauired  into  by  the 
committee.  We  had  architect,  builders,  masons, 
and  all  that  description  of  persons  before  us,  and 
they  all  agreed  on  several  great  facts.  The  first 
was,  that  the  best  wall 'which  could  be  built,  was 
of  hewn  stone,  where  each  strata  should  be  laid 
down  with  a  little  mortar  on  top,  and  the  next 
strata  breaking  against  it.  That  was  the  best  wall 
that  could  be  built.  The  next  best  wall  tliat  cou  Id 
be  built,  was  where  there  were  leaders  and  stretch- 
ers run  across  the  wall,  and  that  in  the  next  stntta 
heavy  stones  should  be  laid  upon  the  junctions  and 
smaller  stones  upon  the  superficial  area.  That  is 
the  next  best  wall  that  could  be  built.  There  was 
particular  inquiry  made  in  the  committee  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  this  wall  had  been  built  up,  and 
the  universal  opinion  was  that  it  was  safely  built 
and  in  the  manner  last  indicated.  We  hajd  the 
evidence  of  architects,  builders,  and  masons — ^men 
who  were  not  interested  in  the  work,  who  had  bid 
for  it  and  been  disappointed  of  getting  employ- 
ment, who  swore  to  the  durability  and  excellence 
of  the  wall.  Well,  sir,  I  must  confess,  such  is 
my  confidence  in  hu/nan  nature,  that  my  objec- 
tions were  removed,  especially  when  on  speaking 
to  Mr.  Walter,  the  architect,  in  relation  to  these 
long  lines  of  stone  running  longitudinally  with  the 
wan,  he  asked  me  •*  did  you  ever  know  a  wall  to 
crack  longitudinally }  Does  it  not  always  crack 
at  right  angles  .>" 

But,  sir,  the  committee  made  an  excavation 
some  ten  or  twelve  feet  lon^,  and  from  two  and  a 
half  to  thi-ee  feet  deep,  ana  that  excavation  real- 
ized the  worst  anticipations  that  could  possibly  have 
been  formed.  There  was  a  stone  running  along  the 
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outside  of  from  six  to  twelve  or  fourteeik  inoh^^ 
thick,  and  the  middle  was  filled  up  with  nibble 
and  angular  stone,  with  bad  mortar,  praeQUAe 
actually  the  worst  character  of  wall  that  could 
have  a  decent  outside  appearance. 

Now,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  fouodt- 
tion  will  not  support  a  structure  of  four  feet  firt 
or  SIX  inches  or  solid  marble,  let  it  be  tiiirty-odd 
feet  high;  but  I  do  say,  that  if  this  Mrall  isUketKe 
part  that  we  examined,  it  would  be  eitremdj 
doubtful  whether  it  could  support  such  a  struc- 
ture. That  is  my  opinion,  founded  upon  the&cti 
which  have  come  before  us  and  upon  the  exsnu- 
nations  we  have  made.  The  swearing  is  sli  ia 
one  way,  the  facts  the  other  way. 

In  relation  to  the  employment  of  a  seienti£( 
man,  that  was  at  my  suggestion.  I  did  notknoi 
the  quality  of  the  stone.  It  is  not  common  in  Uk 
part  of  the  country  in  which  1  live;  and  alihougl 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  found  fault  with  tL 
committee  for  employing  that  gentleman,  I  hopt 
it  will  be  viewed  by  the  con^mittee  as  an  hoow 
efibrt  on  our  part  to  acquire  the  informatioo  im> 
cessary  to  arrive  at  a  correct  judgment. 

Mr.  DtJNCAN.  I  am  vAy  nappy  to  obtain 
the  floor  for  a  few  minutes,  in  order  that  I  may 
remove  an  erroneous  impression  which  probably 
exists  in  the  minds  of  this  committee  from  thern- 
resentations  niade,  inadvertently,  perhaps,  by  tic 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  McNaui,] 
the  ch^rman  of  this  select  committee.  Thatgen- 
tieman  stated  yesterday ,  and  he  is  so  reported  in  ti» 
papers  this  morning,  that  the  committee  hsd  ex- 
amined the  walls  for  themselves,  and  bad  coaeu 
the  opinion,  from^  that  examination,  that  \hm 
foundations  were  in  a  dreadful  condition. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  one  of  tliat  committfe, 
and  I  dissent  entirely  from  that  statement.  I  hare 
formed  no  such  opinion.  I  have  attended  STer; 
meeting  of  that  committee;  I  have  heard  aO  tb« 
testimony,  and  have  taken  it  at  length  in  mTitiflf. 
I  am  not  now  goin^  into  a  detailed  discussion  in 
relation  to  this  tesumony;  but  this  I  state:  Tht 
committee  have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  had  asy 
meeting  of  conference  since  that  excavation  of  tb 
wall  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes,  nor  bare  thry 
exchanged  opinions  at  all,  to  my  knowledge,  ia 
relation  to  the  subject  as  a  committee.  At  the 
close  of  the  examination  of  witnesses,  it  seemed 
to  be  the  unanimous  impression  on  the  minds  of  all 
the  members  present,  that  the  testimony  coDch- 
sively  showed  that  the  foundations  were  adequate 
to  sustain  any  weight  which  may  be  placed  on 
them.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  chainnan  of  the 
conrunittee  expressed  a  desire  that  the  committei 
should  investigate  the  walls  themselves— di^  into 
them.  I  differed  with  him  upon  that  point  1 
thought  it  was  not  befitting^  for  a  committee  of  thii 
House,  clothed  with  unlimited  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  and  to  exaro'me  witaesses.to 
go  out  and  di^into  this  green  wall,  surrounded  by 
a  company  of  men  and  ooys.  I  did  not  gire  my 
assent  to  the  examination.  I 'did  not  beliereit 
was  necessary,  and  I  did  not  attend  that  exami- 
nation. But  since  that  time  I  Iiave  carefiiUy  ex- 
amined that  excavation,  and  my  opinion  still  it- 
mains  the  same — it  is  not  changed  m  the  least. 

And,  sir,  I  dissent  also  from  uie  statement  msdr 
by  the  gentleman,  that  the  outer  sides  of  thewal' 
were  mere  shells,  and  the  inside  filled  with  snaj 
stones.  I  measured  the  sides  of  the  walli  »» 
found  in  each,  stones  more  than  two  feet  in  length 
projecting  inward,  and  many  of  the  stones  Uiiowii 
out  of  the  wall,  were  from  one  to  two  feetwoi- 
It  is  true  that  in  thai  particular  place  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  stones  were  small,  but  the  bestarcfc- 
itecls  tell  us  that  a  wall  built  of  such  materisJ,  wi« 
a  suitable  proportion  of  binding  stone  stretching 
across  the  wall,  or  nearly  so^  at  suitable  distances, 
say  once  in  twenty  feet  would  be sufficiendy  strong 
to  sustain  any  superstructure.  That  it  would  oe 
stronger  than  a  wall  built  entirely  of  J*^  'if^J 
unless  these  were  carefully  hamrwrcd  *""■"*' 
an  expense  which  is  never  incurred  in  foundauso 
walls.  And  the  committee  should  know  that  uk 
waU,  which  was  the  subject  of  ejiaminaiionj  » 
leveled  up  to  receive  windows  four  feet  m  wwWt 
and  distant  from  each  other  seven  feet^  and  »« 
wall  between  them  will  be  carried  up  wiiJi  Jwg^ 


Now,  I  say  to  this  House  that  if  my  r^ 
can  be  placed  upon  testimony ,—<esUinony  ^ 
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moat  intelligent,  the  most  impartial »  and  the  moat 
reliable  that  can  be  obtained^then  tiie  foundations 
of  this  extension  are  amply  sufficient  to  sustain  a 
greater  weight  than  they  will  be  required  to  bear — 
that  they  are  better  foundations  than  those  of  any 
public  building  in  this  city — better  than  those  of 
any  public  build in<;  ever  erected  in  this  country; 
and  we  have  such  testimony. 

Butt  as  I  said  before,  my  opinion  is  not  changed 
by  this  accidental  excavation  into  this  green  wall. 
I  objected  to  this  mode  of  examination,  because  it 
did  not  accord  withmy  views  of  propriety.  I  no  not 
set  up  my  views  as  a  standard  for  other  gentle- 
men. They  may  be  better  able  to  judge  of  such 
things  than  I  am.  But  I  will  say  that  tiie  exami- 
nation made  by  this  special  committee  does  not 
"in  the  slightest  degree  shake  my  confidence  in  this 
work. 

Now,  as  to  the  quality  of  the  stone  of  which  the 
foundations  are  composed,  we  have  had  it  tested 
and  the  learned  professor,  who  applied  {the  test, 
aaya  that  it  is  not  only  capable  or  sustaining  the 
weight  of  the  superstructure  that  is  to  be  placed 
upon  it,  but  that  it  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  pres- 
sure one  hundred  times  as  great.  Ana  all  the 
architects  who  e;camined  the  foundations  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  they  were  capable,  at 
least,  of  austainmg  ten  times  the  weight  that  is 
proposed  to  be  placed  upon  them.  So  much  for 
the  material.  • 

Now,  OS  to  the  lime.  It  was  testified  that  the 
lime  used  from  Seeley's  mountain,  was  the  beat 
lime  in  the  country;  tliat  it  is  used  upon  the  pub- 
lic works  by  General  Stuart,  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  United  States,  in  preference  to  any  other. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  this  mortar  bed- 
ded two  feet  in  the  wall,  placed  there  since  the 
commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress,  with 
severe  frosts  every  ni^ht,  should  become  dry  by 
this  time.  If  it  had,  it  would  only  have  proveo, 
according  to  the  beat  authorities  upon  the  subject, 
its  inferiority. 

But  let  me  go  further.  This  work  was  all  done 
by  the  day.  Every  man  employed  on  it  was  em- 
ployed in  that  manner.  Is  there  any  assignable 
motive  that  could  have  induced  these  men  to  have 
laid  up  the  walls  hastily,  carelessly,  or  inade- 
quately? Again,  the  principal  architect  holds  the 
highest  rank  in  his  profession.  He  has  probably 
had  a  larger  experience  in  the  erection  of  costly 
edifices  than  any  other  man  of  his  age  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  1 1  will  satisfy  gentlemen  in  regard  to 
his  competency  to  perform  the  work  assigned  him, 
to  be  told  that  the  Girard  College,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia— that  grand  and  masaive  structure — 
was  erected  under  his  superintendence.  And  the 
superintendents  under  him  are  men  of  the  largest 
experience,  fully  competent  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  and  were  constantly  present  during 
the  progress  of  the  work.  And  gentlemen  of  this 
city-— architects — who  testified  before  the  comnttt- 
tee,  stated  that  they  knew  many  of  tlie  masons 
employed,  and  that  they  were  good  and  faithful 
workmen.  Now,  what  conceivable  motive  could 
these  men  have  had  to  slight  this  work  ?  I  should 
hesitate  to  set  up  my  opinions  in  this  casea^inst 
those  of  practical  and  scientific  men.  And  if  this 
committee,  on  conferring  together,  had  expressed 
doubts  of  the  stability  of  the  work,  I  would  have 
proposed  Uiat  they  should  submit  their  excavation 
in  the  wall  to  the  examination  of  some  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  practical  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
called  to  testiry,  before  they  ventured,  on  their 
own  judgment,  to  report  that  these  walls  were  in- 
sufBcient,  and  in  a  dreadful  condition.  And  I 
greatly  regretted  that  the  chairman  of  the  special 
committee  saw  fit  to  introduce  a  statement,  ap- 
parently designed  to  awaken  the  distrust  and  pre- 
judice the  minds  of  members.  With  what  other 
view  did  he  state  that  the  money  appropriated  was 
drawn  and  disbursed  by  the  architect,  and  Aote, 
ht  did  not  knoto;  **  and  that  the  matter  deserved 
ir'juiryr"  Sir,  if  the  architect  disburses  the 
money,  it  is  because  the  law  makes  it  his  duty. 
The  committee  did  not  deem  it  their  duty  to  in- 
vestigate how  and  for  what  the  appropriation  had 
been  disbursed.  If  they  had  nuiae  tne  inquiry, 
they  would  have  found  it  properly  expendea  and 
duly  accounted  for,  every  cent. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  Will  the  gen- 
tleni^n  from  Massachusetts  allow  me  to  interrupt 
him  for  a  moment?  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter 
from  ihe.Comptroller  of  the  Treasury — Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey— to  the  architect,  dated  th^  JOlh  of  Febru- 
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ary,  in  which  he  says  all  the  money  has  been 
accounted  for.  I  ask  that  the  letter  may  be 
read. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

TaSABUBT  DsPAmTHKNT,       > 

CoxPTROLLxa's  OrricK,  F^hiruury  10, 1863.  5 
Sir  :  Your  accouni  for  the  extAnnion  of  thtt  CaiMtol  from 
Aufiut  2d  to  the  3M  December,  1851,  has  been  adjusted  at 
the  Troasary,  and  a  balance  of  $3,494  98  found  to  be  due 
fh>ni  you  to  the  United  States,  which  agrees  with  your 
account.    Very  renpeclfully, 

ELI8HA  WHITTLESEY,  OmpiroUer, 
Tbomar  U.  Walter,  Esq., 

Architect  for  the  Extenrion  of  the  CapUol. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  The  architect  very  freely  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  his  books,  contaitiing  pro- 
posals and  bids,  his  contracts,  and  all  the  papers 
connected  with  the  work;  and  would,  with  equal 
freedom,  have  submitted  a  statement  of  expendi- 
ture, if  they  had  requested  it.  Thai  architect  was 
a  stranger  to  me  until  the  present  session;  but  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  in  ability,  in  fidelity,  and 
in  integrity,  he  is  not  surpassed  by  any  man  in 
the  United  States.  I  would  as  reeudily  place  the 
disbursement  of  all  the  money  necessary  to  the 
completion  of  this  Capitol  in  his  hands,  as  in  the 
hands  of  any  man  or  set* of  men  that  could  be 
selected  to  perform  that  trust.  But  this  is  a  matter 
which  depends  altog^ether  on  the  law  of  Congress. 
They  can  place  that  disbursement  where  they  s%e 
fit. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  about 
the  appropriation  proposed  by  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  During  the  last 
Congress,  different  opinions  were  entertained  in 
regard  to  the  expediency  oC  making  the  proposed 
enlargement  of  the  Capitol;  but  thaft  fcongress 
decided  to  undertake  the  work,  and  voted  an  ap- 
propriation for  its  commencement.  The  work  has 
been  begun;  iv large  sum  has  been  expended;  and 
I  presume  it  will  go  on.  I  presume  do  one  is  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  design  shall  now  be  aban- 
doned. It  should,  then,  be  prosecuted  with  as 
much  expedition  aa  is  consistent  with  economy. 
Who  wishes  to  see  these  beautifal  grounds  incum- 
bered for  years  with  rubbish  ?  I  believe  that,  in 
this  case,  expedition  is  economy.  Let  the  work 
go  forward.  The  season — the  most  favorable  sea- 
son in  the  year  for  work — has  arrived;  and  the 
House  should  lose  no  time  in  making  the  requisite 
appropriation. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  subject  embraced  in  the 
special  order,  and  in  reply  to  the  speech  made 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Stanton.]  I  am  a  member,  sir,  of  the  special 
committee,  which  that  honorable  gentleman  has 
honored  with  his  notice,  in  hin  own  peculiar  man- 
ner. 1  was  appointed  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee without  my  knowledge,  consent,  or  procure^ 
ment,  and  contrary  to  my  desire,  and  I  have  served 
upon  it  with  reluctance,  and  from  a  sense  of  duty 
which  1  owe  to  this  House  as  one  of  its  members, 
and  from  what  I  conceived  to  be  due  to  its  presid- 
ing ofiicer  who  placed  me  upon  it.  Until  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  delivered  his  extraordinary 
speech  on  yesterday,  I  did  not  feel  myself  called 
upon,  at  this  stage  of  Ihe  debate,  to  express  any 
opinion  in  reference  to  the  sufficiency  or  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  work  which  that  cximraitteehas  been 
directed  to  inspect,  and  to  report  the  facts  which 
may  be  elicited  to  this  House.  I  had  supposed 
that  it  would  be  time  enough  for  me  to  make  my 
opinions  known  upon  that  subject  when  the  report 
of  the  committee  shall  be  before  this  House  for 
its  consideration  and  action.  The  course  pursued 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  depart,  in  some  degree,  from 
that  line  of  policy.  In  what  I  have  to  say,  sir,  I 
shall  not  imitate  the  example  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  I  shall  not  seek  to  elicit  the 
plaudits  of  any  class  of  persons  who  may  efiect  a 
lodgment  in  ^your  galleries,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  acts  and  deliberations  of  tnis  honora- 
ble body;  nor  do  1  intend  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  through  the  mazes  of  his  learned 
dissertation  upon  the  mechanical  structure  and 
perfection  of  the  Acropolis,  the  Colliseum,  and  the 
Vatican,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  display  of 
my  architectural  learning  as  he  has  done.  That 
honorable  gentleman  has  my  free  assent  and  per- 
mission to  go,  whenever  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
him  do  so,  with  Volney  and  Layard,  over  the 
ruins  of  Greece  aad  Rome,  Mempnis  and  Carth- 
age, Nineveh  and  Babylon,  and  to  make  to  his 
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countrymen  such  report  upon  his  discoveries  aa 
may  be  most  agreeable  to  him;  and  I  assure  him 
that  I  shall  not  enter  into  competition  with  him 
for  the  honor  to  be  acquired  by  his  antiquarian  re- 
searches into  the  dusty  memorials  of  past  ages. 
What  1  have  to  say  relates  particularly^  to  the 
things  of  the  present  age.  And,  sir,  I  deny  that 
that  gentleman  has  the  right,  under  the  usaares  and 
sanctions  of  parlianientary  law,  to  rise  in  his  place 
here,  and  make  a  speech  denunciatory  of  the  opin- 
ions of  a  committee  of  this  House,  before  such 
opinions  have  been  pronounced  and  made  Icnown 
by  that  committee.  « 

Mr.  STANTON.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  allow  me  for  one  moment? 

Mr.  WALLACE.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  made  his  speeches^here  without  inter- 
rupuon  from  me,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  him. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Very  well,  I  only  wanted  to 
state  a  fact. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  What  right  has  he,  sir,  to 
impute  to  me,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  a 
set  of  opinions  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  public 
concern,  which  is  in  part  committed  to  my  cnarge, 
before  I  have  uttered  any  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and  to  make  this  gratuitous  assumption  the 
theme  of  a  popular  harrangue  upon  a  supposed 
state  of  facts  which  may  not,  and  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  do  not  exist,  that  he  may  thereby  win 
for  liimself  the  approbation  and  applauee  of  a 
particular  class  of  persons  who  surround  this  Cap- 
itol? The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seems  to 
have  assumed  the  peculiar  championship  of  every 
person  who  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  aid  in  lay- 
ing the  foundations  of  t&  proposed  additions  to 
the  Capitol;  and  his  terrible  lance  is  poised  for  a 
tilt  wiin  every  ill-fated  wight  who  comes  in  his 
way,  whenever  a  leaf  is  he^  to  rustle  in  the  gale. 
I  shall  not  call  his  sympathy  in  this  regard  in  ques- 
tion, or  add  my  sympathies  to  his;  but  I  say  to 
him,  sir,  and  to  this  House,  that  I  shall  repel  m  a 
proper  manner  any  attempt  on  the  nalt  of  that  gen- 
tleman to  make  any  unwarrantable  allusion  to  the 
manner  in  which  my  duties,  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  are  discharged.  When  I  shall  express  aa 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  work,  which  he  seems  to 
rei^ard  with  such  pious  care,  that  opinion  will  then 
be  a  proper  subject  for  comment,  and  not  before; 
and  I  submit  to  this  House,  that  the  course  of  ai*- 
gumentation  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky is  not  sanctioned  by  parliamentary  uaaee 
and  parliamentary  law,  and  is  disrespectful  to  the 
committee  which  he  has  made  the  subject  of  his 
declamatory  assaults,  and  to  this  House  whose 
organ  it* is;  and  1  say  to  that  gentleman  that  I  wiU 
permit  no  such  liberties  to  be  taken  with  me. 
What  purpose  can  he  have  in  view  but  to  pre- 
judge tne  judgment  of  that  committee  before  this 
House  and  the  country,  and  to  forestall  its  action, 
if  that  action  shall  be  contrary  to  the  ideas  he  en- 
tertains of  his  own  infallibility?  What  other  end 
can  he  hope  to  accomplish  by  the  course  he  has 
thought  proper  to  pursue?  Is  a  committee  of  this 
House  to  be  reprobated  in  advance  by  that  gentle- 
man 's  display  of  architectural  learning  in  refers 
ence  to  tne  cements  and  conglomerates  of  Baby- 
lon and  Nineveh,  in  order  to  subdue  their  minds 
to  his  peculiar  way  of  thinking?  Must  the  com- 
mittee be  told  before  hand  what  they  must  do  to 
escape  his  ire  and  propitiate  his  wrath  ?  Would 
he,  sir,  give  this  house  to  understand  that  it  must 
legislate  to  suit  the  wants  of  a  class  of  persons 
who  congregate  around  your  Capitol  ?  Sir,  this 
House  and  the  country  may  well  be  surprised  at 
what  has  fallen  from  that  gentleman  since  the  pres- 
ent session  began.  He  has  thought  proper  to  urge 
this  House  to  vote  immediate  appropriations  of 
money,  for  the  chief  reason  that  a  class  of  persons 
in  this  city  are  oat  of  employment.  Doctrines 
like  these  may  well  excite  alarm  in  the  pubhc 
mind.  Are  the  doctrines  of  the  French  school  of 
communism  to  be  gravely  urged  in  this  House? 
Will  this  House  entertain  the  proposition  that  any 
class  of  persons  shall  come  here  and  demand  that 
appropriations  be  nuule  to  furnish  them  with  labor 
at  the  public  charge  ?  Vo/r,  Mr.  Chairman ,  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee, of  which  I  form  a  part,  is  opposed  to  an  im- 
mediate appropriation  to  carry  on  the  work  upon 
the  Capitol  which  has  been  began.  The  founds- 
ations  are  laid,  and  I  prestime  no  one  absurdly  sup- 
poses the  work  is  to  be  discontinued.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  the  appropriations  may  be  made  to 
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continue  the  work,  no  matter  what  the  report  of 
the  special  committee  may  be. 

But  while  I  am  willing  to  vote  this  appropria- 
tion, I  desire  to  say  that  I  will  vote  it  that  the 
work  which  has  been  begun  may  go  on,  and  not 
because  the  class  of  persons  who  excite  so  much 
of  the  sympathy  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
are  out  of  employment.  J  do  not  recognize  the 
rjf;ht  of  any  class  of  persons  to  come  here  in  per- 
son, or  by  their  representative,  and  demand  that 
appropriations  be  made  to  give  them  employment, 
such  ideas,  sir,  as  have  been  advanced  upon  this 
floor  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  met  by  the  unquali- 
fied reprobation  of  this  House  and  the  country. 
These  ideas  are  but  the  reflex  of  those  of  the 
French  school  of  communism  and  the  right  to 
labor,  which  erected  the  barricades  in  the  streets 
of  Paris  in  1848,  and  from  the  destructive  tenden- 
cies of  which,  France  has  sought  present  repose 
by  the  restoration  of  the  Empire  under  the  mili- 
■  tary  rule  of  Napoleon  II. 

Now,  sir,  1  desire  to  do  all  1  can  to  relieve  the 
mind  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
from  his  distressing  alarms,  in  reference  to  the  im- 
aginary rights  of  the  persons  whom  he  defends 
with  such  renrnrkabie  energy;  and  1  assure  him* 
air,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  do  not  intend 
to  go  in  the  stilly  hour  of  night,  and  burglariously 
run  off  with  the  countless  tons  of  granite   and 

fneiss,  to  which  his  friends  have  given  order  and 
etfi^,  for  the  foundations  to  the  additions  to  the 
Capitol.  Nor  do  I  suppose  that  the  special  com- 
mittee have  any  serious  design  to  perpet/tite  such 
an  act  of  Vandalism;  and  I  assure  that  gentle- 
man that  I  do  not  believe,  therefore,  that  it  will  be 
at  all  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  his  station  upon 
those  walls,  and  there  to  keep  watch  and  ward  to 
guarantee  their  sanctity,  or  to  expose  himself 
thereby  to  the  bufletings  of  the  bleak  winds  until 
the  melancholy  notes  of  the  curfew  shall  summon 
him  to  his  nightly  repose.  I  hope  I  may  contrib- 
ute to  the  gentleman's  composure,  by  saying  to 
him  and  to  this  House,  that  I  shall  interpose  no 
obstacle  to  the  prosecution  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say  that  in  reference 
to  this  work,  I  have  no  feelings  of  opposition  to 
indulge.  I  have  not  been  a  constant  attendant 
upon  the  deliberations  of  the  committee,  but  1  heard 
and  took  notes  of  the  testimony  until  I  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  work  is  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  designed,  and  up  to  a  late 
day  I  was  prepared  to  nron ounce  that  judgment 
before  this  House.  Wfien  a  portion  of  the  wall, 
however,  was  removed  by  the  direction  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  a  state  of 
facts  was  disclosed  somewhat  conflicting  with  the 
testimony  upon  which  I  relied  most. 
fHcre  the  hammer  fellj 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  adding  one  dollar  to 
the  sum  intended  to  be  appro{triated.  I  do  it,  not 
with  a  view  that  the  amendment  shall  be  adopted, 
nor  for  the  purpose  of  saying  anything  in  adoition 
to  what  I  said  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  materials 
of  which  the  foundations  are  constructed  or  the 
character  of  the  workmanship,  but  simply  to  aflbrd 
me  an  opportunity  of  reply mg  to  the  excited  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carohna,  [Mr.  Wallace,]  who,  it  seems  to  me, 
has  worked  himself  into  an  unnecessary  rage  over 
what  1  said.  Now,  sir,  if  that  gentleman  will  put 
himself  to  the  trouble  of  referring  to  my  speech, 
reporte4  in  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  he  will  see 
that  the  remarks  to  which  he  takes  such  exception 
applied  only  to  the  chairman  of  the  special  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  McNair,]  although  from  what  the 
chairman  had  previously  said,  I  might,  with  much 
propriety,  have  embraced  him  [Mr.  Wallace]  in 
the  aame  category.  When  I  spoke,  I  did  not  even 
know  that  the  gentleman  was  a  member  of  that 
commiuee;  and  if  I  ever  did  know  it,  it  had  been 
forgotten.  He  need  not  be  disturbed  with  the  idea 
that  any  portion  of  my  remarks  were  intended  for 
him,  for  he  !»ras  furthest  from  my  thoughts.  I  knew 
him  to  be  a  (gentleman  of  great  intelligence,  as  he 
has  shown  himself  to  be  of  fiery  eloquence;  and 
whether  he  had  practical  information  or  not  upon 
the  subject  under  discussion,  I  should  have  ac- 
corded to  him  too  much  ju -gment  not  to  see  that 
all  the  clamor  which  has  been  raised  against  this 
work,  arising  from  the  investigation  which  has 
been  instituted,  was  unjust,  as  well  as  silly  and 
ridicttlous. 


I  made  no  attack  upon  tlie  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. If  the  gentleman  listened  to  my  speech 
he  knows  I  did  not.  I  intended  none.  1  designed 
simply,  in  the  remarks  which  I  was  about  to  sub- 
mit to  the  committee,  to  explain  the  amendment 
which  I  had  offered ,  and  inform  the  House  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  appropriation  asked.  If  I  had  not 
been  interrupted,  1  should  simply  have  done  this 
and  taken  my  seat.  But  one  of  the  gentleman's 
collea^es  [Mr. •Woodward]  interrupted  me,  by 
submitting  a  question  to  the  chairman  of  the  special 
committee,  [Mr.  McNair,]  who  rose  in  his  place, 
made  a  speech,  and  led  this  House  to  believe  that 
you,  sir,  entertained  Jhe  same  absurd  opinions  in 
regard  to  the  foundations  that  he  had  expressed. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  Which  one  of  my  colleagues 
does  the  gentleman  refer  to? 

Mr.  STANTON.    Mr.  Woodward. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  yield  the  floor?  * 

Mr.  STANTON.  Oh,,  yes;  if  he  desires  it.  I 
shall  be  polite  to  him,  and  allow  him  to  say  what 
he  wishes,  though  I  could  not.  Now,  sir,  your 
chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was 
the  first  to  allude  to  the  acti»n  of  the  committee. 
He  brought  the  subject  up,  and  you  have  to  thank 
him,  not  me,  for  associating  you  with  the  absurd 
conclusions  to  which  he  had  come.  What  did  he 
say  when  appealed  to  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Woodward]  to  know  when  the 
committee  would  report?  I  read  from  the  report 
of  his  remarks: 

"  The  inveaUgation  baa  been  going  on  regolarly,  and  WE 
are  almott  ready  to  report.'' 

He  says  **to«,"  which  includes  you  with  the  rest 
of  the  committee,  if  I  understand  the-  meanlngr  of 
the  word .  **fVe  have  found  the  walhi  in  a  dreadful 
condition." 

He  is  misrepresenting  you,  not  me. 

**  We  have  (bund  the  wmUa  in  a  dreadful  condition—in  a 
condition  which  haa  astonished  us  all." 

The  word  **wb*'  is  not  broadand  comprehensive 
enough,  in  the  judgment  of  the  speaker,  to  em- 
brace  the  eentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Wallace,]  and  he  uses  one  of  more  enlarged 
signification,  and  says  **V9  all.*' 

**  When  ire  came  to  examine  it.  we  fbund  that  wall  with 
Aells  buUt  up  on  the  ouudde,  and  small  stones  thrown  in 
on  the  inside." 

Here,  then,  is  the  first  intimation  given  to  the 
House,  that  the  committee  designed  to  make  any 
such  foolish  report  as  that  language  implies.  1 
did  not  introduce  any  allusion  to  it  until  this  de- 
yelopment  was  made  by  the  chairman,  and  I  con- 
finea  what  I  had  to  say  to  him  alone.  If  he  had 
not  broached  the  subject,  I  should  not  have  referred 
to  it.  I  could  not  have  thought  that  his  intelligent 
colleagues  would  concur  with  him  in  his  strange 
conclusion  as  to  the  instability  of  the  foundations, 
and  therefore  meditated  no  attack  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to 
suspect.  I  am  happy  to  find,  by  the  manifestations 
of  to-day,  that  alt  the  members  do  not  concur  with 
the  chairman.  Thi«  is  all,  sir,  that  I  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr  CHANDLER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Stanton.] 

Mr.  WALLACE.  I  will  esteem  it  a  favor,  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  will 
allow  me  five  minutes  to  conclude  what  I  have  to 
say. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  persuaded  that  1 
cannot  do  half  the  good  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  can  do,  and  I  therefore  yield  the 
floor  to  him  with  ^reat  pleasure. 

Mr.  WALLACE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  much 
indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Chandler.]  When,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  my  remarks  were  suspended, 
I  was  proceeding  to  say  that  the  examination 
made  or  an  interior  portion  of  the  wall  disclosed 
a  state  of  facts  somewhat  conflicting  with  the  tes- 
timony upon  which  I  placed  the  most  reliance. 
It  was  stated  by  a  witness,  who  was.  examined 
before  the  committee,  that  the  wall  is  solid  mason- 
ry throughout.  The  investigation  which  followed 
does  not  sustain  that  testimony,  if  T  understand 
the  true  meaning  of  the  witness.  It  appeared, 
upon  examination,  that  a  portion  of  the  interior 
structure  is  composed  of  what  ie  called  **  rubble,*' 
and  mortar;  that  is,  of  small  stones  thrown  in, 


without  much  attention  to  the  order  in  which  they 
are  placed,  and  the  interstices  filled  in  with  monar 
or  cement,  with  the  view  to  form  a  conrkjmefwe. 
I  was  upon  the  wall,  sir,  but  a  very  snort  time. 
The  examination  was  commenced  when  I  was  not 
present.  I  attended,  with  several  merobm  of  the 
committee,  at  the  time  referred  to,  at  the  ipedal 
request  of  (he  honorable  chairman  of  the  comoiit- 
tee,  [Mr.  McNair,]  and  this  House  has  been  in- 
formed by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  ih&t  be, 
too,  faithful  to  his  trust,  was  with  the  speotaton 
above)  watching  intently  the  prosreas  of  theinvea* 
tigation;  and  what  he  saw,  doubtless  gave  point 
to  the  characteristic  tirade  which  he  pronounced 
here  yesterday,  and  to  which  the  honorable  ^ea* 
tleman  from  Vii*ginia  [Mr.  Be  alb]  has  juai  tl* 
luded.  It  is  very  natural  that  the  gentleman  firoo 
Kentucky  should  jgo  where  his  sympathies  uul 
associations  lead  him;  and  while  he  was  surrouDd' 
ed,  at  the  time  and  place  referred  to,  by  many  of 
the  persons  whom  he  has  so  perseveringly  aooirbt 
to  quarter  upon  the  public  Treasury,  I  can  readily 
conceive  that  he  was  in  a  position  entirely  con^ 
nial  to  his  taste,  and  am  not  surprised  that  the 
speech  which  followed  should  be  pronounced  u 
the  result  of  the  inspiration  drawn  from  soch  aa 
exalted  source. 

When  the  examination  of  the  wall  was  com' 
pleted,  my  first  ionpression  led  me  to  conclude  tbt 
the  wotk  was  insecure.  In  that  opinion  I  was  not 
confident.  My  reflections  since  that  time  have  is- 
duced  me  to  yield  my  doubts  to  the  better  judg* 
ment  and  ereater  experience  of  the  able  architect 
who  has  the  work  in  char^ge.  I  have  been  attared 
by  that  gentleman,  in  presence  of  the  commiuee, 
that  the  wall  is  suflicient  to  bear  five  timet  the 
weight  of  the  superstructure  that  is  to  be  built 
upon  it.  During  the  few  minutes  which  I  apcnt 
in  company  with  that  gentleman  in  the  committee 
room,  1  formed  a  very  finvorable  opinion  ofhii 
ability;  and  I  am  informed,  from  the  moat  reliable 
sources,  that  his  personal  integrity,  sound  jodfe 
ment,  experience,  and  knowledge  of^archiiecture, 
are  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.  Nothing 
has  been  elicited  by  the  action  of  the  committee 
which*  in  my  judgment,  can  authorize  me  to coioe 
before  this  House  and  inflict  a  wound  upon  his 
character  and  good  name,  by  declaring  that  be 
has,  in  any  wise,  been  unfaithful  to  the  trust  con- 
fided to  him.  I  will  not  trifle  with  his  repaiatioB 
by  the  commission  of  such  an  act.  So  far  as  I  am 
made  his  judge,  he  shaiU  have  justice  at  my  handi. 
I  am  prepared  to  yield  whatever  doubts  I  may 
have  entertained  to  the  judraient  of  the  architect, 
and  to  say  to  this  House,  mat  I  believe  the  vork 
s  sufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  de- 
signed. 

It  will  appear  from  what  I  have  said,  that  I  do 
not  concur  m  the  opinion  expressed  yesterday  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  [Mr. 
McNair]  But  acting  upon  the  view  of  the  mil- 
ter which  I  have  expressed,  I  suggested  to  the 
honorable  chairman  tne  propriety  of  goinff  on  to 
make  his  report  by  detailing  the  material  fico 
which  are  in  possession  of  the  committee,  and 
leaviifg  the  subject  to  the  judgment  of  the  Hooff- 

I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Congress  will  act  w 
absurdly  as  to  commence  a  work  of  this  kindt**' 
pend  a  considerable  sum  upon  it,  and  then  discos 
tinue  it.  I  see  nd  reason  why  the  work  shouM 
not  progress;  and  I  am  ready  to  vote  any  ^pfo- 
priation  of  money  that  may  be  necessary  to  pro*" 
ecute  it  to  its  termination.  . , 

Mr.  STANTON,  by  unanimous  consent,  »»"»• 
drew  the  amendment.  . 

Mr.<;HANDLER.  I  then  oflerasanameod- 
ment,  to  add  J2  to  the  sum  of  $500,000  coniainj* 
in  the  bill.  The  whole  buwness  of  regulating  iw 
addiuons  to  this  Capitol  is  placed  in  the  hands  o» 
the  architect;  and  the  quesuon  is  not  ^^f^^^ 
stones  laid  there  are  laid  permanenUv,  and  acewo- 
ing  to  our  judgment,  and  whether  the  ha»f  "*  ^ 
used  is  of  the  kind  that  ought  to  be  used,  toil  ii» 
simply  the  question,  is  the  person  ^^P^^f^^^ 
competent  to  the  work  he  has  undertaicen . 
that  we  have  two  modes  of  judging;  one  ot  w 
past,  the  other  of  the  future.    All  the  w'«^,|J^" 


unfinished,  and  wiU  not  declare  that  asgooa 
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he  doea  not  believe  is  good,  «]UiougU  his  own  hand 
has  performed  it. 

la  the  course  of  my  official  relations  with  the 
city  whicii  1  in  part  represent,  I  was  called  for 
many  years  into  close  connection  with  that  gen- 
tleman, and  although  it  would  be  impertinent  in 
me  to  say  that  1  know  him  to  be  an  accomplished 
architect  because  his  judgment  and  his  action  are 
superior  to  my  judgment  or  anybody's  action,  I 
can  only  submit  the  work  of  his  hands  for  other 
persons  to  decide  upon,  rather  than  my  assurance 
or  my  certificate  of  his  nbility.  I  ktwe  watched 
his  work.  I  know  him  as  a  man,  as  acitiaen,  as 
an  architect,  and  as  a  man  of  business;  and  in  all 
of  these  relations  he  stands  preeminent  among 
those  with  whom  he  is  acquainted.  It  was  in  the 
performance  of  my  official  relations  with  that  gen- 
tleman, thati  looked  almost  daily  upon  the  founda- 
tions of  a  building  quite  as  heavy  in  its  weight 
and  in  its  cost  as  the  wings  of  your  Capitol  will 
be.  It  has  rested  twenty  yeeui  upon  the  founda- 
tions which  were  then  lain,  and  there  is  not  beneath 
the  Girard  College  a  sign  or  evidence  of  the  yield- 
ing of  a  single  pprtion  of  the  stone  upon  which 
they  rest.  These  works,  I  think,  are  about  twice 
CM  thick,  twice  as  strong  as  the  foundations  to 
^vhich  I  have  alhided.  I  infer,  therefore,  they  are 
caoable  of  sustaining  double  the  weight. 

in  the  remarks  which  I  have  to  make,  and  which 
I  consider  as  giving  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of 
my  «u>Hea£:ue,  the  chairman  of  the  spedal  com- 
mittee,  [Mr.  McNair,]  I  beg  leave  to  state,  my 
associations  with  him  leave  me  not  a  douhtof  the 
purity  of  his  intentions  and  those  of  the  other 
S^tlemen  of  the  committee;  but  it  is  his  misfor- 
tone  to  be  at  the  head  of  a  committee  upon  a  sub- 
ject with  which  he  is  not  professionally  acquaint- 
ed; and  it  was  the  misfortune  of  the  committee 
to  be  composed  of  gentlemen  who  did  not  claim  a 
professional  knowledge  of  the  work  in  which  they 
'were  to  be  engaged .  It  was  of  course  expected  they 
irould  call  to  their  aid  men  bf  professional  excel- 
lence— men  competent  to  judge  of  the  work  before 
them.  I  think  tne  testimony  which  has  been  ad- 
duced, by  gentlemen  free  from  all  motives  of  par- 
tiality, was  such  as  would  satisfy  the  House  'bf 
the  competency  of  the  work.  I  am  happy  to  hear 
the  remark  that  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wallace,!  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  fate  of  a  portion  or  that  wall, 
which  I  believe  competent,  there  should  be  no 
hesitancy  at'  all  about  voting  for  this  appropria- 
tion. The  work  must  go  on;  and  the  sooner  it  is 
commenced,  the  sooner,  I  hope,  it  will  be  finished. 

I  trust,  therefore, 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.  CARTTRR.    I  am  opposed  to  the  last 
amendment  of  |2. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  Oh !  l«t  them  have  it.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  merely  rose  to  remark,  that 
it  occurred  to  me  all  this  discussion  of  the  me- 
chanical sufficiency  or  deficiency  of  this  wall  was 
a  d^arture  from  the  real  danger  to  which  the 
wait-  IB  exposed.  It  seems  to  be  treated  as  a  ques- 
tion of  masonry — as  a  question  of  mechanics — 
and  its  capacity  to  sustain  the  superstructure  that 
is  intended  to  be  erected  upon  it.  Now,  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  the  .wall  is  sufficient,  and  will  endure 
until  it  answers  all  the  purposes  that  it  will  be  re- 
quired to  answer.  The  danger  is  not  as  to  the 
weight  that  it  will  have  to  sustain;  the  danger  is  not 
to  mechanictd  forces;  the  danger  lies  in  a  far  dif- 
ferent quarter.  It  is  more  a  question  of  locality. 
I  do  not  think  the  wings  are  in  the  right  plate. 
[Laughter.]  They  are  too  near  the  eastern  sKirtof 
this  empire;  and  I  have  no  apprehension  at  all  but 
that  it  will  rest,  mechanically,  firmly  upon  its  pres- 
ent foundation,  and  bear  upon  its  surrace  the  edi- 
fice you  propose  to  place  upon  it,  until  the  weijght 
of  empire  transfers  it  to  the  center  of  the  empire. 
You  had  better  address  yourself  to  that  consiaera- 
tion;  for  the  time  is  soon  coming  when  the  diffi- 
culty will  be  not  in  the  weight  upon  it,  but  in 
keeping  the  foundation  still.  The  foundations 
will  partake  of  the  spirit  of  the  Republic,  and  make 
a  western  trip.    I  hope  it  will  be 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  May  I  ask  a  sinjple  ques- 
tion, as  to  whether  that  is  the  ^ntleman's  idea  of 
progress — that  we  are  progressmg  from  a  Republic 
to  an  Empire?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CARTTER.  I  do  not  think  I  can  make 
a  '*  fogy"  understand  it,  [laughter;]  but  I  alluded, 
of  course,  to  the  empire  of  territory.    Those  gen- 


tlemen who  travel  in  the  **  fog**  are  very  diligent 
in  taking  distinctions.  [Laughter.]  All  this  in- 
<iuiry  about  the  mechanical  structure  of  that  wall 
is  a  work  of  supererogation.  Li  my  opinion,  if 
the  wall  was  not  half  as  heavy  as  it  is,  it  would 
endure  all  the  weight  it  will  ever  have  to  sustain. 
The  traveling  qualities  of  those  wings  of  the  Capi- 
tol will  be  felt  before  they  fall  down.    [Laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon,  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Chandlkr  to  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FLORENCE  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
"  |4"  after  the  words  "  jf500,000." 

Mr.  FLORENCE,  I  have  been  very  much 
gratified  this  morning  at  the  turn  the  debate  has 
taken  upon  the  question  before  the  committee  in 
relation  to  this  appropriation;  but  I  have  been 
pained  to  hear  gentlemen  reflecting,  by  remarks  that 
have  been  made,  upon  persons  occupying  a  peculiar 
sphere  ip  society.  Now,  it  occurs  to  my  mind, 
tnat  nowhere  so  much  as  upon  the  floor  of  this 
House  do  a  certain  class  of  people,  as  they  have 
been  termed,  require  defenders.  There  is  no  es- 
pecial merit  attached  to  the  fact  that  a  person  is  a 
working-man,  so  called;  but  it  is  especially  be- 
coming those  living  or  being  in  that  sphere  of  life, 
that  they  should  defend  others  in  the  same  sphere 
against  indiscriminate  attacks  upon  them.  I  do 
not  appeal  to  the  galleries;  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  surrounded  by  persons  uijging 
Congress  to  make  this  appropriation;  but  I  do 
say,  here,  that  it  becomes  our  duty,  especially  at 
this  time,  to  make  this  appropriation,  because  the 
honor  of  this  Union  is  involved.  I  will  tell  you 
that,  when  the  first  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  extension  of  the  Cfapitol,  the  peculiar  class  of 
working-men  required  as  operators  upon  it  were 
very  scarce.  It  is  a  trade  that  r^uires  peculiar 
perfection,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  laud  that  class 
of  people  so  much,  particularly  in  a  work  of  this 
kind.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  and  I  believe 
I  am,  the  superintendent  of  this  work  procured 
from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
other  cities  and  parts  of  the  Union,  excellent  work- 
men; and  they  came  here  upon  the  assurance  of 
that  gentleman  that  the  work  should  be  continued 
to  them,  and  that  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
starve,  as  they  have  nearly  been  doing  this  most 
inclement  winter,  because  Congress  refused  to 
make  this  appropriation.  The  distress  that  existed 
among  these  workmen  who  were  frozen  up  here, 
would  make  the  hair  of  every  member  of  this 
House  stand  upon  end  if  it  were  recited. 

Mr.  HALL.    Will  you  vote  them  a  farm  ? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  am  willing  to  do  it.  I 
am  willing  to  vote  land  for  the  landlMS,  and  when 
the  bill  comes  before  the  House,  "(iroposed  by  my 
friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johkson,]  my  vote 
will  be  found  recorded  in  its  &vor.  But  here  are 
these  workmen  waiting,  not  upon  the  bounty  of 
the  Government,  but  asking  that  the  pledges  given 
them  shall  be  fulfilled — ^that  the  assurance  made 
them  when  they  came  here  may  be  redeemed. 
And  I  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  am 
permitted  to  rise  in  my  place  upon  this  floor  and 
say  thus  much  for  that  most  useful  class  of  our 
citizens.  I  do  not  desire  that  they  shall  have 
special  legislation,  (nor  do  they  ask  it,)  but  I  do 
desire  that  they  may  have  extended  to  them  all 
the  privil^es  and  all  the  ri^ts  others  enjoy. 

Mr.  H  ENN .    Who  gave  those  assurances  ? 

Mr.  FLORENCE.  I  und^tand,  and  I  stated 
it  as  clearly  and  distinctly  as  I  could ,  that  they  were 
made  by  persona  engaged  by  the  Qovemment. 
They,  as  they  had  a  perfect  right  to,  sought  to 
get  tne  best  talent  they  could  in  that  peculiar  line, 
and  the  assurance  was  given  to  them  of  continuous 
employment. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]    . 

Mr.  WALSH.  I  propose  to  say  just  a  word 
or  two  to  correct  an  error  which  I  think  has  been 
repeated  this  morning,  and  into  which  a  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  not  now  in  his  seat, 
[Mr.  Vcnablc,]  fell  on  a  previous  day,  and  that 
was,  that  it  haa  been  asserted  that  it  was  the  pri- 
mary duty  of  this  Qovemment  to  give  labor  to 
men  who  were  in  want  of  it.  There  was  no  such 
demand  by  the  friends  of  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol,  on  the  ground  of  primary  duty.  These 
men  came  here  in  the  depth  of  winter,  not  knowing 
anything  of  the  particular  terms  of  this  contract. 
They  came  here  to  engage  in  the  erection  of  the 
Capitol,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr,  FLoaxNcx]  latd,  were  frozen  up  with  their 


families.  I  say,  without  asserting  a  primary  duty, 
that  it  presented  as  strong  a  case  of^  appeal  to  tne 
sympfithies  and  right  feeling  of  this  House,  as 
when  you  saw  from  your  Capitol  windows  the 
burning  edifices  of  Alexandria.  It  was  a  case,  as  I 
stated  heretofore,  appealing  to  the  sympathies;  but 
they  did  not  appeal  to  the  sympathies.  There  was 
no  pretense  of  primary  duty.  These  men  came 
here  under  a  certificate  of  tfie  architect,  stating  that 
they  could  be  usefully  employed  by  the  Qovem- 
ment. While  ffratifjnng  a  reasonable  symaatby, 
we  were  not  asked  to  violate  any  mle  in  reference 
to  the  contract  they  were  called  upon  to  make. 
This  House,  as  I  then  suggested,  should  have 
been  proud  of  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  It  has 
been  said,  by  high  authority,  *  *  that  this  world  is 
a  tou^h  wrestler,  who  has  a  bear's  grip  for  the 
poor;''  but  it  should  be  th# proud  privilege  of 
every  man,  legislating  for  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  to  remove  the  buraen  which  always 
'  bears  upon  the  back  of  the  wayfarer  upon'  this 
world.  Now,  a  word  or  two  more.  1  do  not 
admit  the  rebuke  set  up  by  the  eentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Johnsok,]  the  other  day,  and  re- 
iterated by  the  eloquent  sentlemaa  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Wallace.] 

I  do  not  know  of  any  drawing-room  rule  which 
is  to  prevail  here  and  control  me  under  the  respon- 
sibilities which  I  owe  to  my  country  and  constit- 
uents. If  I  see  a  spectacle  of  distress  in  this  gal- 
lery, which  is  under  my  jurisdiction,  I  shall  refer 
to  it,  without  consulting  those  rules  of  high -life 
which  seem  to  be  brougot  in  here  to  direct  legisla- 
tive power.  It  is  a  pressing  case — it  is  a  case  in 
which  men,  ottered  employment  when  their  em- 
ployment was  deemed  to  be  necessary  by  those 
having  the  control  of  the  execution  of  this  con- 
tract— presenting  a  spectacle  of  distress,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Florence] 
has  well  said,  almost  i^nexampled,  even  to  the 
view  of  men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  see  all 
the  fluctuations  of  poverty.  Many  of  them  are 
my  own  townsmen,  accustomed  to  the  ordinary 
comforts  of  life,  which  they  procurM  by  the  sweat 
of  their  brow.  They  are  now  in  the  midst  of 
your  conimunity,  and  under  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress which  were  drawn  upon  them  in  consequence 
of  their  discharge  from  employment.  It  is  a  case 
calling  for  the  loudest  and  strongest  sympathy  in 
every  human  heart,  and  the  heartiest  expression 
of  that  sympathy  by  every  human  tongue. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  a  speech. 
I  wish  to  give  notice  now,  that  when  an  amend- 
ment is  moved  hereafter  I  shall  insist  that  the  mles 
of  the  House  be  enforced,  requiring  that  ^ntle- 
man  should  confine  themselyes  to  explanations  of 
the  amendments  they  oflTer. 

Mr.  BRENTON.  I  oflTer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

And  that  no  eontrsct.  made  in  prowcotion  of  tti«  woHe 
aforesaid,  which  shall  in  any  way  exceed  the  ram  ber»by 
appropriated,  iball  be  binding  upon  the  Government. 

I  desire  to  ^  such  an  amendment  as  that  at- 
tached to  every  bill  which  may  be  proposed  to  this 
House  for  appropriating  money  to  public  works; 
and  I  would  not  only  desire  to  see  it  attached  in 
form,  but  I  would  desire  to  se^  it  put  in  practice 
from  this  time  forth .  We  are  called  upon  each 
year  to  pass  a  deficiency  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  expenditures  made  in  connection  with  the 
public  service— expenditures  which  exceed  the 
amount,  from  year  to  year,  that  is  appropriated. 
My  object  in  offering  this  amendment  is  simply 
to  Keep  every  individual,  connected  with  the  ex- 
penditure and  disbursement  of  public  money, 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  hold 
them  to  strict  accountability  if  they  refuse  to  do 
so.  Why  is  Congress  called  upon,  in  oonnection 
with  the  public  service,  to  pass  deficiency  bills  ? 
It  is  because  the  expenses  and  disbursements  have 
exceeded  the  amount  appropriated .  I  do  not  design , 
at  this  time,  to  discuss  this  question;  but  I  merely 
state  that  I  desire  to  see  this  principle  incorporated 
into  every  appropriation  bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House;  and  in  future  I  desire  to  see  all  the 
officers  of  the  Gk>vemment,  especially  those  having 
charee  of  the  public  fUnds,  held  to  the  rule  most 
rigidly.  I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  attached 
to  that  appropriation. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man, and  am  in  favor  of  the  general  principle  he 
contends  for,  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  incor- 
porating any  amendment  of  that  character  with 
this  bin.    If  there  was  any  probability  that  this 
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Appropnation  woiUd  finish  the  work,  why,  for 
fear  they  might  go  beyond  tliat  appropriation  and 
involTc  us  in  a  larger  expenditure,  1  would  vole 
for  hl3  proposition;  but  nobody  imagines  for  a 
moment  that  tliis  appropriation  will  finish  the 
Capitol.  Of  course,  in  contracts  that  are  hereafter 
to  be  made,  the  rule  can  be  carried  out  in  further- 
ance of  the  gentleman's  desipri.  I  have  stated 
this  as  a  reason  for  voting  a^inst  the  amendment 
now,  although  I  approve  the  general  principle. 
But  my  object  in  rising  was  to  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman not  to  press  his  amendment.  There  really 
seems  to  be  nothing  to  discuss.  Everybody  agrees 
that  this  appropriation  is  necessary.  If  the  walls 
are  to  be  gone  on  with,  as  they  now  stand,  the 
appropriation  is  needed.  If  they  are  to  be  jjulled 
down,  and  stronger  ones  built,  the  appropriation 
is  equally  necessary  Why  shall  we  not  agree, 
by  general  consent,  lo  let  this  bill  pass,  and  upon 
the  coming  in  of  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McNair]  all  these  questions 
which  have  been  tjirown  irregularly  into  this  de- 
bate will  naturally  come  up.  It  is  baturday,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  right  for  us  to  take  half  a  day's 
holiday,  as  much  at  least  as  we  give  to  the  ne«^oes 
down  South.  1  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  let  this  bill 
pass,  and  then  by  common  consent  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Bren- 
ton's  amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOODENOW  moved  that  the  committee 
ri^e  and  report  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question  is 
upon  the  amendment  proposea  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  [Mr.  Stanton.] 

[Cries  of  ••  Gtueation ! "  "  Cluestion  !'**J 

Mr.  MASON.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

Provided^  That  tbo  expeiuefl  incurred  in  tentinf  the  stone 
and  other  materials  to  be  nmd  in  the  conHlructiou  of  the 
work,  Hhall  be  |»«id  out  of  this  approimatJon. 

The  special  committee  have  been  testing  the 
strength  of  the  n^aterials  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  foundation;  and  under  the  resolution  of  the 
House  autho^zing  the  committee  to  do  it,  I  sup- 
pose the  authority  was  involved  to  incur  the  neces- 
sary expense.  It  was  a~  matter  which  was  left 
wholly  to  their  jud^ent.  They  have  done  so, 
and  bills  will  come  m.  Some  object  to  their  being 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and  I  offer  Uiis 
amendment,  that  these  expenses  may  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  of^f 500,000;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  may  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  hope  this 
will  not  be  done. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to  op- 
pose that  amendment.  I  think  the  amendment  is 
Suite  unnecessary,  and  is  altogether  irrelevant  to 
lis  bill;  and  1  make  a  question,  that  it  is  not  in 
order  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  sele^^t  committee, 
which  has  been  appointed  by  this  House  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  those  foundations,  out  of  the 
^neral  appropriation,  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing the  building.  1  tiiink  the  amendment  is  not 
"  in  order.  The  expenses  for  which  it  provides  are 
a  part  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House, 
and  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 
And  it  ought  to  be  so,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing f  lie  House  what  is  the  expense  of  niaking  such 
examinations,  and  of  appointing  such  committees 
OS  have  been  appointed  in  this  case.  1  mean  no 
disrespect  to  the  committee  whatever;  but  the  ac- 
count of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House 
ought  to  show  the  expenses  attendant  upon  its 
own  action.  This  expense  ought  not  to  be  charged 
to  the  fund  for  the  completion  of  the  Capitol.  Upon 
this  ground  I  think  that  the  amendment  ought  to 
be  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.  Mason's 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FLOYD.  I  move  to  increase  the  expendi- 
ture K5.  We  have,  during  the  last  year,  had  an 
expenditure  of  §50,000,000.  We  are  called  upon 
now  to  pass  a  deficiency  bill,  amounting  to  sev- 
eral millions  more.  We  have  an  estimate  of  the 
expenditures  for  the  next  year  amounting  to 
$4^000,000. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
rules  of  the  House  require,  that  when  an  amenH- 
ment  is  offered,  tlie  gentleman  proposing  to  speak 
upon  that  amendment  must  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment.  The  gen- 
tleman 18  not  doing  it.   I  made  the  annoupcement 


that  I  should  make  the  question  of  order,  and  of 
course  I  shall  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  FLOYD.  1  will  vary  my  amendment,  so 
as  to  strike  out  one  half  the  proposed  appropria- 
tion. I  know  of  no  estimate  of  expenditure  that 
has  come  to  us  from  the  Departments  which  may 
be  omitted  with  less  injury  to  the  public  service, 
than  the  half  million  of  dollars  asked  for  by  this 
bill.  This  Hall  is  not  so  badly  arranged  but  what 
you  can  find  an  abundance  of  gentlemen  who  are 
willing  to  occupy  it.  Nor  am  7  aware  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  public  service  that  is  to  suffer  by 
allowing  these  foundations  to  remain  as  they  are 
for  one,  two,  or  five  years.  We  have  a  debt,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  of  some  $64,000,000,  if  1 
mistake  not;  and  so  we  are  going  on  granting 
every  expenditure  asked  by  this  Administration — 
which  certainly  does  not  commend  itself  to  the 
country  by  any  very  strict  notions  of  economy — 
we  are  going  on  to  grant  every  expenditure  that 
is  asked  for,  without  ever  making  a  beginning  at 
reform  or  economy.  It  seems  to  me,  we  are  act- 
ing in  the  dark  upon  this  subject.  This  House 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
capacity  of  the  foundation,  but  it  has  not  yet  re- 
ported, although  we  have  been  told,  it  may  report 
next  week.  In  the  meantime,  without  the  report 
of  our  select  committee,  we  know  not  whether 
this  foundation  is  safe  or  unsafe.  We  are  pip- 
ceeding  to  grant  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  super- 
structure, and  then  to  inquire  whether  the  founda- 
tion is  safe  or  not.  As  1  have  said  before,  there 
is  no  department  of  the  public  service  that  would 
suffer  by  the  delay  of  this  appropriation;  and  if 
the  accounts  we  have  had  here  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  workmen  be  true,  certainly  they  cannot  find 
worse  pajrmasters  than  the  Government  has  been 
to  them. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  <yf  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Fi.otd.)  The  subject  embraced  in 
his  resolution  was  freely  and  ably  discussed  at  the 
last  Congress,  when  they  made  the  appropriation 
for  the  Capitol.  1  consider  it  unnecessary  to 
discuss  it  at  this  time,  and  therefore  call  for  the 
question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Floyd's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McMULLIN.  I  move  to  strike  out  three 
fourths  of  the  sum.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  reference  to  my  own  particular  position.  I 
voted  in  the  last  Congress,  if  my  recollection 
serves  me  correctly,  against  the  appropriation  of 
1^100,000.  I  supposed  then,  that  the  cost  of  these 
two  wings  of  the  Capitol  would  amount  to  some 
several  hundred  thousands  of  dollars.  I  really  did 
not  suppose  then  that  they  were  to  cost  some  three 
or  four  millions  of  dollars,  perhaps  five  millions. 
I  rise  now  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  committe^,  tne  House,  and  country,  to  the 
important  fact,  as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind. 
It  is  this:  We  have  a  report  made  by  a  standing 
committee  which  authorizes  and  advises  the  House 
to  pay  |250,000  for  the  purchase  of  Winder's 
building,  now  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 1  would  most  respectfully  siigg^est  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  that  instead  of 
completing  the  wings  of  the  Capitol,  they  should 
erect  proper  buildings  for  the  Departments,  so  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  paying  $350,000  to 
Mr.  Winder  for  his  building.  This  building, 
which  has  served  all  the  purposes  of  Congress  for 
the  last  thirty-odd  years,  will  serve  us  a  few  years 
longer. 

I  think  there  is  something  in  the  suggestion  of 
the  sagacious  eentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cart- 
TER,]  that  we  know  not  how  long  the  Capitol  will 
remain  here.  But,  lon^  or  short,  I  say  that,  ac- 
cording to  my  conceptions,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  expending  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars  to 
build  tne  wings  of  the  Capitol. 

Let  these  gentlemen,  from  the  cities  of  Philadel- 
gihia  and  Baltimore,  who  desire  to  quarter  their 
constituents  on  the  Government,  make  application 
directly,  and  I  am  willing,  as  one  member  of  this 
House,  limited  as  my  means  are,  to  assist  these 
suffering  ladies  and  gentlemen;  but  1  object — I 
protest,  in  behalf  of  my  constituents,  against  the 
quartering  of  any  gentleman's  constituents  on  this 
Government. 

Mr«  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  had  intended 
to  say  a  word  upon  this  subiect;  but,  at  the  so- 
licitation of  gentlemen  around  me,  I  forbear  to  say 
more  than  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  amendn^ent. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  M&  McMul- 
lin's  amendment,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  [Mr. 
Stanton,]  it  was  put,  and  that  amendnieat  wu 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  moved  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise  and  report  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  thai  it  do  put; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  ofibe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  particu- 
larly the  joint  resolution  **  to  authorize  tne  con- 
tinuance of  the  w^rk  on  the  two  wings  of  iheCep- 
itol,"  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same  to 
the  House,  with  an  amendment,  v/ith  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  amendment  be  concurred  in, 
and  tliat  the  Joint  resolution  do  pass. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  thepre- 
vious  question  on  the  adoption  o(  the  amendment. 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  and 
the  mam  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  pni. 

Mr.  PICKLIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  SCURRY  demanded  the  yeas  an^  najrg. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  asked  for  tellers  on  orderiiigih* 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered;  and  the  yeas  and  nan 
were  not  ordered.    ' 

Mr.  PITCH  moved  to  lay  the  joint  resoluiioo 
on  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  imd  the  quei- 
tion  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire- 
yeas  43,  nays  124,  as  follow: 

TEAS— Mesiirs.  Aiken,  Willis  Allen.  Jolm  Apptaoo, 
Avcreit,  Bal)cock,  Bcale.  Drenton,  Buell,  Ju^pb  C«Ke, 
earner,  Cankie,  Ctiurchwf>ll,  Daniel,  John  G.  DavkDiw- 
SOD,  Dimniick,  Donhatn,  Edgerton,  Ficklin,  Fiteb.  Floji, 
Gamble,  Green,  Hendnck«,  Henn,  Uoiulon,  Howard, 
Thomas  Y.  How,  Jackson.  Andrew  Johnson,  J(»hn  Jobi- 
M>n,  McMullin,  McNoir,  McQajeen,  Montfon,  Morrif, 
Nabem,  Orr.  Andrew  Parker,  Scurry,  Geoife  W.  Tbo«^ 
son,  Towuonend,  and  Wildrick — 43. 

NAYS— Mewrs.  Abercrombie*  AIUhod,  William  App^ 
ton,  Aflhe,   Barrerre,  BarUett,  Bell,  Bennett,  BiNj^haa*, 
Breckinridge,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Alben  G.  Brown,  George  R. 
Brown,  Burrows,  Busby,  E.  Carriiigtou  Csbell,  Letm  D. 
Campbell,   Thompson    Campbell.    Chandler,  Cinpetao, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Clinginan,  Cobb,   Colcock,  CotUMn, 
Cullom,  CurtiH,  Dockery,  Doty.  Duncan,  Darkce,Ea>iinu, 
Evans,  Ewing,  PauHcner,  Florence,  rowlcr,  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giddiogs,  ^oodenow,  Gonssn. 
Grey,  Grow,  Hall^  Hamilton,   Unrper,  isbam  G.  Hinii, 
Sampson  W.  Harruu  Haws,  Hascoll.  Haven, Hebani,Hi^ 
bard,  Hillyer,  Holladay,  Horaford,  Thomas  M.  How*, Im, 
Jenkins,  James  Jobmon,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  Gewp  ff. 
Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  George  G.  King,  Kulmt,  horu, 
Letcher,  Lt>ckhart,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  Humphrey  Mv 
shall.  McCorkle,  McDonald,  Meade,  Miller.  MoUioy,  Hrory 
D.  Moore,  Morehead,  Olds,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Fet^ee, 
Penniman,  Perkins,  Polk,  Porter,  Price,  Riddle,  Rol>bitt^ 
Sackett,  Schoolcrait,  Schoonroaker,  David  L.  Seymow, 
Origen  8.  Seymour,  Smart,  Smith,  Snow,  Sfaaly,  Frederwi 
P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Abraham  P.  Sterow, 
Thadd€us  Stevens,  Stone,  Stratton,  Stuart,  8uihfr!«M, 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Wslte*. 
Walsh,  Ward,  Washburn,  Watkins,  Welch,  Wdli,  A<f 
son  White,  Alexander  White,  WiUiams,  Woodwinl,  »i 
Yates— 124. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  joint  resotoc 
upon  the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  tw 
amendment,  it  was  put  and  the  araeDdment  w» 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  was  ordering  the  joint  reao- 
iution  to  a  third  reading;  and,  being  put,  it  *»• 
80  ordered.  . 

The  joint  resolution  having  been  read  a  ioir« 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky,  moTed  the  prfr 
vious  question  on  its  passage.  . 

The  previous  question  received  a  second,  aj 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put;  anu» 
beine:  put,  the  joint  resolutiori  was  passed. 

iVfr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky ,  moved  to  re«Hi- 
aider  the  vote  by  which  the  joint  resoluuon  wa» 
passed,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reeonaider  upon 
the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  POLK,  the  Houm  Uiea  afl- 
journed  till  Monday. 


The 
under  the 
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By  Mr.  HARPER :  Tbe  inemorial  of  Tbomas  Maxfield, 
Jacob  Glnesner,  and  66  others,  citizem  of  Muskingois 
county f  and  nf  Danid  Lanfleaty,  Wettly  Gill,  and  101  other 
citizens  of  Guernsey  county.  Ohio,  praying  that  the  bridgaa 
at  Wbeelinc  may  be  established  as  post  roads,  and  permit* 
ted  to  rrmain  at  their  present  height. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  and  pa- 
rs of  Jo8ei>b  Richards,  asking  for.bounty  land  belonging  to 
.  Hutchinson,  a  soldier,  fcc,  deceased. 
By  Mr.  GAYLORD:  The  Petition  of  Lewis  U.  Green, 
Morrice  Jennings, Robert  M,  Jennings,  Geoige  S.  Gilliland, 
A.  Stone,  Benjamin  F.  Stone,  and  James  McCaddon,  deputy 
marslials  of  wariiington  county,  Ohio,  asking  additional 
eoa»|Masatioit  A>r  senricet  rendered  in  taking  the  Seventh 
Cco^is. 

By  Mr.  SMART :  The  remonstrance  of  150  citizens  of 
Goose  River  village,  Maine,  against  the  discontinuance  of 
the  light-hot}*«  on  Beaucbamp  Point. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine :  The  petition  of  John  C. 
Tibbetfl  and  53  others,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  build- 
ing a  light-house  on  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  into 
BreckV  harbor,  on  the  coast  of  Maine. 

Bv  Mr.  RIDDLE :  The  petition  of  JeremiaTT  Eskrldge, 
of  Sussex  county,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  a  soldier  in  the 
Florida  warof  1834,  *35  and  *36,  pray  ingfbr  an  allowance  in 
the  QBtnre  of  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  E.  Ashby 
and  Martin  Wines,  praying  the  establlsbment  of  a  mail 
roiue  from  Bloomfield,  in  Green  county,  to  Cariisle,  in  Sul- 
livan county,  by  the  way  of  Linton. 

By  Mr.  ASHE  :  Tho  memorial  of  C.  B.  Wallet  and  others, 
of  duniberbind  county.  North  Carolina,  asainst  the  exten- 
sion <if  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BOBBINS :  The  petition  nf  Isaac  Wood  and  173 
other  citizens  of  Philadelphia  county,  asking  Congress  u> 
jmf**  an  act  for  the  fbrthcr  extension  of  the  WocKlworth 
pafCDt. 

By  Mr.  ORR:  The  petition  of  Waddy  Tliomneon,  C.  J. 
Elford,  and  102  other  citizens  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina, 
against  the  further  extensiou  of  Woodworth  *s  patent  for 
planing  boards. 

By  Mr.  FLORENCE :  The  memorial  of  Charles  C.  Copes. 
Henry  B.  Copes,  Joseph  R.  Cobb,  and  54  other  citizens  ol^ 
the,  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  fbr  the  extension  of 
Woodworth *s  patent  for  planing  boards,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BIDIGHAUS:  The  petition  of  Jacob  F.  Heim 
and  80  others, citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  (br  a  modification  of  the  tariff  of  1646,  and  for  a 
capitation  tax  on  all  future  emigrants,  so  as  to  afford  a 
tariff  to  American  mechanics  and  laboring  men,  &c.,  &c. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNOAT,  March  15, 1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Morgan. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Kusaell  &  Jones,  surviving  partners  of  Brown, 
Hussell  &  Co.,  prajring  remuneration  for  services, 
cdand  indemnification  for  losses  incurred  in  trans- 
porting commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  for 
sJie  troops  in  New  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to 
ItJie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  resolutions  of  the 
X^egblature  of  New  York,  a^nst  the  extension 
c=>f  uie  patent  granted  to  W.  y{»  Woodworth  for 
01  planing  machine;  which  were  referred  to  the 
C^ommittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petiti«»n  of  citizens  of  Frecport,  Penn- 
^ylvaiiia,j)raying  that  the  transportation  of  the 
KHfiails  on  Sunday  may  be  prohibited  bylaw;  which 
^ras  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
remyinstratinz  against  the  further  extension  of 
Woodworth  ^patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  praying  thfit  the  public  lands  may  be 
g;ranted  to  actiud  settlers  only,  and  to  them  in  lim- 
ited quantities;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
James  G.  A.  McKenny,  praying  the  payment  of 
his  claim  against  Mexico;  wnicn  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  or  settlers  and  occupants  of 
Carson  Valley  and  its  neighborhood,  praying  the 
eHtablishment  of  a  territorial  government;^  which 
wtkB  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Albany,  New  York,  praying  that  the  bill  giving 
further  remedies  to  patentees  may  become  a  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  a  memorial  of  assistant 
marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Censiis  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Ohio,  praying  additional  compen- 
vatioii;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  ship- 
owners, merchants,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  fixrther  aid  may  be 
extended  to  Collins^a  line  of  steam-ships;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in  relation  to  Smith 
O'Brien  and  jiis  associates;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania a^inst  the  removal  of  the  Mint  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  York;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Also,  resolutidns  of  the  Le^slature  of  Penn- 
sylvania ill  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
depdt  and  dry  dock  on  the  lake  frontier;  which 
were  referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  six  petitions  of  citizens  of  tBe  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  extension  of 
Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  two  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  iron;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchsmts,  ship-owners, 
and  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  law  for  the  reduction  of  the 
costs  and  expenses  of  proceedings  in  admiralty; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Erie,  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard  and 
dry  dock  on  the  lake  frontier;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  the  further  extension  of 
Woodworth  *8  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  further 
extension  of  Woodworth *s  patent  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Bensley,  prayinjr  indemnity  for 
losses  and  injuries  sustained  in  Mexico  previous 
to  the  war;  which  Was  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  Subject. 

Mr.  UHASE  presented  three  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  further  extension 
of  Woodworth *8  patent  for  a  planing  machine; 
which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  memorial  of  Lucie 
Ann  Garner,  widow  of  Captain  H.  CJamer,  late 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  a 
^pension  may  be  allowed  her;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  remonstrating 
against  the  furtner  extension  of  Woodworth  *s 
patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Rudd,  praying  compensation  for  slaves  car- 
ried off  by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Henry  A.  Wise,  and  the 
Iqgal  representatives  of  J.  J.  Wise,  praying  com- 
pensation for  slaves  carried  off  by  the  enemy 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was 
referiw  to  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Relations. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  oC  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  further 
extension  of  Woodworth  *s  patent  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  the  memorial  of  S. 
Spink,  assistant  marshal  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Cfensus  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  praying  additional 
compensation;  which  was  ordered  to  he  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  the  petition  of  Lucretia 
Barton,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Town,  deceased, 
praying  that  a  new  warrant  may  issue,  in  lieu  of 
one  issued  to  the  heirs  of  said  Town  for  bounty 
land,  and  which  has  been  lost;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BROOKE  presented  a  petition  of  certain 
Choctaw  Indians, known  as  *<  Bay  Indians,  "pray- 
ing compensation  for  reservations  of  land  imder 
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the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  o€  1830,  of  which 
they  were  forcibly  dispossessed;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi, in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  certain 
mail  routes  in  that  State;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  pray  big  that  a  grant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  the  State,  for  constructing  the  Oakland 
and  Ottowa  railroad ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLEMENS  presented  the  niemorial  of 
John  M.  MuUin,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
vices, as  messenger  m  the  Penitentiary  <Jf  the 
District  of  Columbia;  which  was  referred  to  the 
jCoramittee  for  the  District  of  Cfolumbia. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Banta,  praying  authority  to  locate  and  enter  land 
n  virtue  of  two  revolutionary  bounty  land  certifi- 
ates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  docu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  claim  of  R.  C.  Patterson, 
against  the  Government  of  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
subject.  ^ 

Mr.  STpCKTDN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  to  prohibit  absolutely  the  de-  " 
portation,  banishment,  orimmigration  from  foreign 
countries  to  the  United  States,  of  any  and  all  con- 
victs, felons,  and  paupers,  publicly  recognized  as 
such  at  home  in  their  own  countries;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania,  pray ing  a  modification  of  the  bounty 
land  law;  whicn  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

COLLINSES  LINE  OF  STEAMERS. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  have  a  petition,  very  numer- 
ously signed  by  some  of  the  first  merchants  and 
ship-owners  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  praying  for 
an  appropriation  in  favor  of  CoUins's  line  of  steam- 
ers. As  the  petition  is  very  brief,  I  ^3eg  leave  to 
read  it. 

The  petitioners  state  that  it  is  not  as  residents 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  but  as  patriotic 
citizens  of  the  United  States  that  they  make  this 
petition.  The  Collins  line  is  not  a  local,  but  a 
national  interest.  New  York,  from  its  commer- 
cial position  and  relations  with  Europe  and  this 
continent,  happens,  indeed,  to  be  the  point  to  and 
from  which  these  magnificent  and  unequaled 
steamrships  make  their  trips;  but  they  do  not  re- 
gard them  as,  for  that  reason,  any  more  properly 
belonging  locally  to  that  city,  than  the  general 
Federal  revenue,  of  which  so  large  a  proportion  is 
collected  at  that  point,  can  be  regarded  as  belong- 
ing to  New  York.  They  say,  whatever  objec- 
tions of  private  interest  to  the  object  for  which 
they  petition  some  of  them  might  possibly  enter- 
tain from  the  rivalries  and  competitions  of  com- 
merce, they  cannot  hut  forget  all  such  considera- 
tions in  the  larger  and  higher  interest  with  which 
they  contemplate  the  great  national  rivalry,  the  • 
new  Pacific  naval  warfare  now  in  progress  between 
the  two  leading  maritime  countries  of  the  world — 
the  English  Monarchy  as  represented  in  the  Cun- 
ard,  and  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Collins  line.  This  has  risen,  by  general  recog- 
nition in  both  continents,  above  the  level  of  any 
personal  interests,  great  or  small,  into  the  higher 
character  of  national  contest,  in  which  the  national 
pride  and  honor,  as  well  as  the  more  substantial 
interests  morally  incident  to  national  reputation , 
are  more  deeply  involved.  England  sustains,  and 
is  always  ready  to  sustain  her  line  with  whatever 
further  Government  support  may  be  requisite  for 
that  purpose.  The  Collins  line  has  thus  far 
gained  its  honorable  triumphs,  those  victories  of 
peace  **  not  less  renowned  than  those  of  war,'* 
only  at  the  expense  of  loss  to  its  owners  too  ruin- 
ous, OS  is  evident,  to  be  further  continued.  With-  . 
out  the  aid  now  asked  for,  the  American  flag  must 
cease  to  float  over  the  noble  line  of  Transatlantic 
steam-ships,  which  evinces  so  strongly  the  glorious 
triumphs  of  American  mechanics,  engineera,  and 
navigators.  They  feel  that  this  would  be  a  na- 
tional disaster  and  disappointment,  as  well  as  n 
national  disgrace;  and  that  it  would  be  beheld 
with  feelings  of  regret  not  less  universal  than 
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tht^se  which  p^vaded  the  remotest  border  of  the 
Union  during  the  period  when  the  fate  of  the  pio- 
neer vessel  of  the  line,  "  the  Atlantic,"  was  the 
prominent  subject  of  national  anxiety  and  almost 
national  mourning.  They  therefore  petition^that 
such  amount  of  aid  as*  on  satisfactory  investiga- 
tion may  be  found  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
above  stated,  may  be  extended  to  the  Collins  line 
by  Congress. 

I  will  state  that  this  petition  is  from  the  most  re- 
spectable merchants  and  others  in  the  city  of 
Charleston.  I  have  never  voted  for  any  appro- 
priation of  this  kind,  nor  do  I  suppose  that  1  shall 
vote  for  this;  but  it  is  due  to  the  petitioners,  as 
well  as  to  inyself,  to  state  that  during  the  last 
fall  I  was  in  Europe,  and  had  occasion  to  see  and 
know  that  the  sa/ne  feeling  which  actuates  the 
petitioners  here  upon  this  subject,  very  largely 
actuatei  the  English  people  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  I  present  the  petition,  and  move  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs. 

The  petition  was  so  referred. 

>APERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J0NE9,  of  Iowa,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thiu  the  reaoliition  of  the  Le^alature  of  lows, 
on  the  Ale*  of  life  Senste,  relating  to  the  pennion  claiiu  of 
8Ua9  MesHenf  er,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pendont. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  John  R.  Jefferson,  on 
the  filei  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Po«t  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  F.  Huttmana,  on  the  flies 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLEMENS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Seneca  6.  Simmons,  on 

the  Ales  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Military  Aflturs. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolutions 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Milton,  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  recommend- 
ing a  division  of  the  Indian  territory  of  Nebraska, 
and  for  the  removal  of  certain  tribes  of  Indians, 
asked  to  be  dischai^ed  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  tnat  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  A;  Bryan, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  heirs  of  James  and  Lucy  Perrie,  submitted 
an  adverse  report  on  the  same.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  ''which 
was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  payment  by  the 
Surveyor  Qeneral  of  California,  for  the  survey  of 
certain  land  claims  which  have  been  or  may  be 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners 
for  adjudication  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  2,  1851,  to  ascertain  and  settle  private  land 
claims  in  California,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from- the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria  Taylor,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  re- 
lief; which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr,  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Jehiel  Brooks,  asking  authority  to  sue  the  United 
States  for  damages  sustained  in  defending  his  title 
to  land  in  a  suitbrought  againsthimby  the  Unit<Kl 
States ,« submitted  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
I^igginbotham,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  California, 
urging  an  immediate  survey  of  the  public  lands  in 
that  State;  a  resolution  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
in  relation  to  the  indigent  insane;  the  memorials  of 
th«  Le^lature  of  Atabama,  in  relatioil  to  an  ap- 


propiation  of  land  for  the  establishment  of  a  luna- 
tic asylum,  Ac,  and  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Asylum  for  the  Delif  and  Dumb 
at  Fulton,  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  same,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Woodbridge, 
praying  a  ^rant  of  land,  submitted  an  adverse  re- 
port, which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  W.  Dent,  in 
behalf  of  occupants  of  land  in  townships  forty- 
three  and  forty-four,  pra)^ingthat  disposition  may 
be  made  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  the  So- 
licitor and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  submitted  an  adverse  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Nsval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Marston  Taylor,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLEidENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  John  B.  and  Thomas  Johnson,  for 
reimbursement  of  expenses  in  defending  a  defec- 
tive title  to  land  from  the  United  States,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  there- 
of; which  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J. 
Weed,  late  quartermaster  of  marines,  deceased; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wright; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Jemison  and  Ben- 
jamin Williamson; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Ku^kendall; 

Bill  to  provide  coinpensation  to  William  Wood- 
bridge  and  Henry  Chipman,  for  services  in  ad- 
justing titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Fliim: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Osbom; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Jennings; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  MoReynolds,  of  De^ 
troit,  in  the  State  of  Michigan; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Bray; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes;  and  a 

Bill  to  erant  the  right  of  preiiroption  to  settlers 
on  the  public  land  known  as  the  Maison  Rouge 
Grant,  and  for  other  purposes. 

WILLIAM  A.  CHRISTIAN. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A. 
Christian  Was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GWIN,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

GUNPOWDER  DEp6t8. 
Mr.  FISH  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reeohed^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  Uie  Senate  any  information  in  hin  ponsewion  touch- 
thf  the  necemity  of  estabtivhtng  suitable  de|idts  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  gunpowder  tielonfint^  to  the  United  Statee, 
and  whether  the  public  aervice  require  the  estabHthment  or 
•ttch  depots. 

MAP  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  CHASE  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to 
the  Senate  a  map  of  the  Territory  of  New  Meifeo,  compiled 
by  Brevet  Lieutenam  J.  G.  Parke,  United  States  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  by  ordi«r  of  Brevet  Colonel  J.  Mnnroe, 
ITnited  States  Army,  commandinf  ninth  military  dti«rt- 
ment. 

EXTENSION  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  receivMl  by  Mr.  Hatbs,  its  Chief  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  it  had  passed  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  continuance  of 
the  MTork  upon  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol,  with 
an  amendment,  and  requesting  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  therein. 

The  PRESIDENT  subsequently  said:  There 
is  on  the  table  a  joint  resolution  which  has  been 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  with 
an  amendment,  to  authorize  the  continuance  of 
the  work  on  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol.  What 
disposition  will  the  Senate  make  of  it? 

Mr.  SHIEXiDS.     The  proper  committee  to 


which  that  resolution  ought  to  be  referred  art  Dot 
now  here»  nor  are  they  ready  to  act  upon  it;  aD4 
as  I  suppose  there  will  be  no  serious  objecuon  lo 
it,  I  move  that  it  be  taken  up  and  pat  upon  iti 
passage,  without  being  referred  to  any  committee 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  joint  retolutioii 
which  has  been  returned  from  the  House  of  RejK 
resentatives.  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  iheSentu 
to  act  upon  it  immediately,  or  to  refer  it,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  , 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  naj 
as  well  be  disposed  of  now. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment  made  by 
the  House  is,  to  strike  out  aU  after  the  rcsoirii^ 
clause,  and  insert  the  fbllowing : 

'*Tliat  there  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  ovt  of  ay 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  A« 
period  from  which  the  passage  of  this  reaolaUon  lo  dw  ni 
of  the  fiscal  year  terminating  June  3i^,  1853,  the  naof 
^MX),0UO,  (br  the  continuance  of  the  worli  on  the  two  wop 
of  the  Capitol. » 

Mr.  GWIN.  There  is  not  a  majoriiv  of  tke 
Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Senate;'  and  u  it  ii 
a  matter  that  action  should  be  had  upon  ai  t«i\j 
as  possible,  I  will  move  its  reference  to  the  Con- 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  was  eoing  to  sajr  that  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  is  in  p- 
cisely  the  same  condition.  There  is  not  aqooniB 
of  the  committee  in  the  city,  and  that  if  the  nam 
why  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  pass  the  roeasait 
at  once. 

Mr,  STOCKTON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  amendment.  This  is  a  bill  of  gnit 
importance,  and  should  be  passed  forthwith. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  was  only  goiiie  to  w;^ 
that  the  resolution  appropriates  half  a  miHioB  of 
money.  It  is  a  resolution  originating,  I  beitere, 
with  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  Committee  on  PabBe 
Buildings^ 

Mr.  MASON.  This  resolution  apprOTriatoi 
very  larg^  sum  of  money,  and  thougn  laiaHkek 
throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  passa^o*- 
necessarify ,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  should  eo  to  io 
appropriate  committee.  I  understand  the  Senator, 
who  desires  its  f>as8age  now,  to  intimate  that  tfam 
is  not  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  FimDce 
present  at  this  time.  I  think  there  may  be  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  whkk 
IS  an  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  There  is  not  a  raajoiity  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  BuHdings  present,  dm 
of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cdanihia; 
and,  conset^uently,  if  the  matter  is  i*femd  t»a 
committee,  it  will  remain  a  long  thne  in  abejiace. 
It  is  true  it  appropriates  f500,(W0,  but  that  if  oo^ 
half  the  amount  which  the  President  hai  called 
for  in  the  civil  bill.  It  extends  to  the  end  of  w 
fiscal  year,  1853.  '  . 

Mr.  MASON-  Yfhtit  is  the  amoonl  in  the 
original  resolution  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  original  raaohioon  », 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  coniinoeB 
employment,  for  the  construction  of  thewing«« 
the  Capitol,  so  many  mechanics  and  Uborenai 
can  be  properly  engaged  in.  the  work,  and  appj^ 
priates  $10,000  to  carry  that  into  effect.  Aj»« 
resolution  has  now  come  back,  it  is  P'^PJjli? 
strike  out  the  sum  of  #10,000  and  insert  fSOWW'- 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  ori^nal  resolou««« 
merely  temporary.  My  opinion  is,  that  if  ^tan- 
tinue  the  work  at  all,  if  it  be  not  abandoned  or 
tirely ,  now  is  the  best  time  for  these  men  to  go  on 
with  the  work.  There  cannot  be  a  *>«*^.3M^ 
than  the  present;  and  8urely,if  it  ianotenuittf  » 
be  given  up,  we  ought  to  pass  this  rtao\v^ 


The  work  has  been  neglected  longenough.  ^ 
is  my  view  of  the  pfiatter,  and  1  have  no  cam 
object  in  passing  it  now.    As  it  is  to  be*cwj 
upon,  I  presume,  sooner  or  later,  and  ai  tw 
only  half  the  amount  which  the  ExecutiTeetJJ 
for,  I  take  it  for  granted  we  may  as  well  adopt  im 
resolution  now.    I  undefstand  the  q^^^ 
been  long  and  earnestly  debated  in  the  n*'^ 
Representatives,  and  after  baring  been  »"? Jt 
turely  deliberated  upon,  it  has  been  V^^'^V^ 
shape  in  which  it  now  comes  beforeUie  »»««• 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  a«i  »'"^<«»  J^*"' S^^Hi 
that  in  rising  to  say  anything  on  the  »w*,^ . 
question  which  I  feel  bound  to  occup^J  P^ 
myself  in  a  very  ungracious  attitude  t>tfore 
Senate— cerftiinly  befSre  the  f sOerJei.  *W^;^ 
great  extent,  are  made  parties,  deepl3r-««""*^ 
parties;  to  this  bin  and  its  distossioD. 
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And,  sir,  if  I  were  to  consult  my  feelings  and 
my  comfort 

A  Senator.    And  tlfe  galleries. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    Yes,  sir,  and  the  gaUtries,  I 
would  now  be  silent. 

Sir,  for  two  weeks  past  I  hare  been  beset  daily 
on  my  way  to  and  from  the  Capitol,  not  by  per- 
sona advocating  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, or  the  passage  of  this  bill  on  account  of  any 
great  public  necessity,  but  by  those  who — from 
considerations  of  personal  interest,  and  in  whose 
feelioj^  and  wants  I  most  deeply  sympathize— 
urige  ita  passage  as  furnishing  tnem  employment. 
That  LB,  in  effect,  calling  upon  Congress  to  convert 
this  Gk>vemment,  in  the  administration  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  into  a  great  national  almshouse,  ana  by 
direct  appropriations  from  the  Treasury,  to  take 
care  of  the  iK>or — U>  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the 
naked.  Now,  Mr.  President,  on  the  score  of  chari- 
ty— while  I  have  no  professioqs  to  make — it  is  due 
to  myself,  on  this  occasion,  to  say  that  I  believe 
my  heart  is  as  warm,  and  my  sympathies  as  deep 
and  as  strong  for  the  poor  and  the  suffering,  as 
those  of  any  advocate  or  this  bill;  and  I  trust  1  am 
prepared  to  go  as  far  as  any  other  man,  in  extending 
all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  those  who  need  assist 
ance.   Even,  sir,  in  my  legijilative  capacity,  I  think 
I  have  manifested  a  disposition,  upon  this  floor,  to 
^  as  far  as  the  most  lioeral  sense  of  public  duty 
will  permit  for  all  objects  of  real  merit.     Sir,  as 
you  Know,  I  have  been  charged  here  with  a  lib- 
eralitv  amounting  to  ej^travagance. 

It  nas  been  said,  that  the  course  I  hare  advo- 
cated in  rMp&rd  to  certain  measures  would  bank- 
rupt the  Government,  if  carried  out.  Sir,  what 
were  those  measures  to  which  I  refer,  and  which 
it  was  said,  if  carried  out,  would  bankrupt  the 
Government.^  They  were  bills  for  the  relief  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  gallant  men  who 
have  fallen  in  fighting  the  battles  of  our  coun- 
try; bills  to  give  them  the  poor  pittance  of  some 
eight  dollars  a  month,  to  supply  to  them  some 
pretence — and  a  mere  pretence  it  was — as  a  sub- 
stitute for  those  means  of  living  which  the  service 
of  the  country  had  taken  from  them,  in  takin|: 
away,  to  return  no  more,  their  husbands  and  their 
fathers.  For  advocating  such  measures  as  these 
I  have  been  chaiged  with  extravagance,  with  adr 
voeating  a  policy  which  would  bankrupt  the  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  to  the  extent  to  which  i  have  eone 
before  in  support  of  measures  such  as  these  I  wiH 
^o  again,' ana  even  further,  if  necessary;  because 
n  them,^and  the  whole  length  their  policy  would 
carry  us;  I  see  no  sound  principle  violatea  and  no 
cause  to  fear  injury  to  any  legitin^^te  interest. 
The  idea  of  Grovernment  bankrupt  from  such  a 
policy  is,  in  my  opinion,  preposterous.  It  is  not 
m  giving  to  these  widows  and  orphans  the  paltry 
suras  of  eight  dollars  a  month  that  we  will  do  this  ^ 
mischief.  It  is  not  by  means  like  these,  small  in 
their  actual  amount  and  limited  by  the  class  to 
which  they  belong,  that  we  are  to  bring  about  the 
evils  of  heavy  taxation  and  extravagant  appropri- 
ations of  the  public  money.  Sir,  1  think  the  Con- 
stitution and  our  duty,  as  men  and  as  legislators, 
upon  considerations  of  sound  policy,  not  only  per- 
mit but  require  us  to  make  such  appropriations  as 
I  have  mentioned,  and  to  make  them  liberally.  I 
will  not  ^o  into  the  reasons  now  which  lead  me  to 
that  conclusion. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  come  now  to  ask,  what 
consideration  of  public  policy,  what  important  or 
pressing  public  interest,  what  public  necessity  re- 
quires this  appropriation  of  ht^  a  miUwn  qf  dot- 
ion  ?  And  especially  do  I  desire  to  understand 
the  reasons  which  inauce  its  advocates  to  ask  its 
passage  upon  such  short  notice;  to  press  it  upon  us 
m  su<£  hot  haste;  to  seek  to  avoid  even  the  usual, 
the  regular,  and, in  my  opinion,  the  very  necessary 
and  proper  reference  of  it  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee ?  Sir,  the  consideration  of  this  subject  is 
sprung  upon  us  this  morning  unexpectedly, and,  as 
I  thinK,  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  For  my- 
self, although  I  have  been  thinking  of  it  since  I 
heard  of  its  passage  in  the  "House  on  Saturday 
last,  it  has  been  only  in  a  general  way,  and  I  am 
not  prepared,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  with  the 
facts  wnich  fa^elong  to  and  the  c4)nsiderations  which 
STOW  out  of  it,  in  a  way  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject or  my  own  views.  But  compelled,  as  I  am, 
to  speak — if  1  speak  at  all,  with  my  thoughts  thus 
crude  and  unarranged,  I  shall  still  speak  plainly 
what  I  do  think,  and  as  briefly  as  I  can.  , 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  now  go  into  the  ques- 


tion as  to  whether  this  extension  of  the  public 
buildings  be  necessary  and  proper  or  not.  But  I 
think  it  could  be  clearly  shown  by  any  one  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  investigate  it,  that  it  is 
neither  proper  nor  necessary.  It  nas  been  said,  I 
know,  tjiat  the  Chambers  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  are  not  large  enough.  ^  Now,  \  appeal  to 
every  one  who  hears  me  if  there  is  any  founaation, 
in  fact,  for  such  a  position  ?  Whoever  will  Jook 
around  him  will  find,  I  think,  the  Chamber  is  not 
only  large  enough  now,  but  likely  to  be  so  for 
years  to  come.  And  even  if  they  are  not,  or  shall 
not  be,  there  is  room  enough  within  Che  outside 
walls  of  this  Capitol  which,  with  a  comparatively 
small  appropriation  of  money,  could  oe  so  dis- 
posed of  as  to  enlarge  the  rooms  and  improve 
their  construction  to  an  extent  which  would  be 
ample,  commodious^  and  comfortable  for  both 
Houses,  with  all  their  increase  and  all  our  officers, 
for  the  next  fifty  years.  That  this  is  so,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration,  I  cannot  question,  un- 
less I  reject  the  evidence  of  my  senses. 

But,  sir,  suppose,  for  the  argument,  that  this 
extension  of  the  Capitol  is  now  required,  how  is  it 
to  be  done;  how  has  it  been  done;  how  has  the 
plaii  adopted  been  so  fkr  executed ;  how  has  the 
money  heretofore  appropriated  been  used?  I  do 
not  undertake  to  say  that  this  money  has  been 
improperly  expended  But  can  any  one  upon  this 
floor  tell  me  how  it  has  been  used .'  Do  we  know 
that  it  has4)een  faithfully,  properly,  and  econom- 
ically expended  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  was 
appropriated  ?  Sir,  I  am  not  an  architect ;  1  am  not 
a  stone-mason,  nor  a  builder;  but  I  think  I  have 
seen  enough  of  the  manner  in  which  building  is 
usually  carried  on  to  authorize  me  in  saying,  from 
what  I  have  also  seen  of  this,  that  no  private  man 
in  this  country,  not  a  member  of  this  body,  who, 
with  the  means  of  building  for  himself,  would  ever 
permit  work  to  be  done  for  him,  and  at  his  cost, 
as  this  has  been  done.  I  say  not  this  now  of  the 
quality  of  the«work,  but  of  the  mode  in  which  it 
has  been  done.  I  have,  in  passing  through  the 
grounds,  sir,  been  unable  to  avoid  seeing  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  work  has  been  carried  on;  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion  that^it 
must  have  been  at  an  expense  from  five  to  ten 
times  as  great  as  any  prudent  private  individual 
would  have  incurred  m  the  same  quantity  and 
kind  of  work  on  his  own  account. 

And  now,  a  word  as  to  the  qwtlity  of  the  work. 
As  I  said,  I  am  not  an  architect,  nor  a  stone  ma- 
son, and,  therefore,  have  not  made  a  thorough 
examination  of  this  point;  so  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  positivel]^  that  this  work  has  not  been  done 
raithmlly,  and  in  a  workmanlike  manner.  But 
there  is  some  reason  for  believing  that  it  has  not 
been.  This  we  do  know — a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  been  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  whether  it  be  so  or  not.  I 
have  been  told,  on  several  occasions,  that  that 
committee  was  satisfied  that  the  work  was  well 
done;  had  ceased  their  examinations,  and  aban- 
doned their  opposition  to  the  progress  of  the 
work.  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  this  is  not  the 
case.  It  so  happens  that  I  am  on  terms  of  person- 
al intimacy  with  the  chairman  of  that  committee, 
and  1  learn  from  him  that  so  far  from  being  satis- 
fied with  the  work,  the  very  reverse  is  true;  and  he 
is  convinced  that  the  apprehensions  which  led  to 
the  investigation  are  founded  in  fact;  that  from 
actual  examination  he  does  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce the  work  unfaithfully  and  badly  done; 
that  the  foundations  are  not  built  of  materials,  or 
put  together  in  such  manner  as  tc»  be  safe  and 
secure  for  the  edifice  to  be  raised  upon  them. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Who  is  the  chairman  of 
that  committee? 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Mr.  McNair,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  the  candor  and  fairness  of  that  gentle- 
man I  have  entire  confidence;  and  for  his  judg- 
ment I  have  great  respect.  He  may  be  wron^; 
but  I  understand  that  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee agree  with  him  fully.  I  learn  from  him  that 
they  were  utterly  amazed  when  they  came  to  ex- 
amine the  work,  and  found  of  what  miserable 
stuff  it  consisted.  And  permit  me  to  say  that  I 
have  some  knowledge  upon  this  point  from  my 
own  personal  observation.  When  my  attention 
was'called  to  it,  as  I  was  passing  a  portion  of  the 
wall,  I,  with  the  toe  of  my  boot,  pushed  out  from 
between  the  stones  portions  of  the  mortar,  after 
the  work  had  been  standing  for  months.  I  con- 
fess that  this  astonished  me.    But,  sir,  the  next 


morning  I  saw  what  was  not  less  significant.  I 
found  some  of  the  workmen,  trowel  in  hand, 
scraping  out  that  portion  of  the  mortar  I  had  tested 
with  my  boot  toe,  and  replacing  it  with  new  mortar. 
How  it  mav  be  in  the  interior  of  the  wall  I  do  not 
pretend  to  Know.  That  is  what  I  found  on  the  sur- 
face. But  I  learn  from  thecommittee  thattheV  found 
several  portions  of  the  wall  tiled  in  with  loose 
sand,  and  mortar  with  little  or  no  tenacity;  and 
that  there  are  no  girders  or  binders  as  they  are 
called;  so  that  the  work,  thus  imperfectly  done, 
is  liable  to  be  crushed  down  by  the  immense 
weight  which,  if  it  progresses,  must  be  placed 
upon  it.  Now  these  are  statements  of  gentlemen 
in  whose  integrity  I  have  perfect  confidence,  and 
for  whose  judgment  I  have  very  great  respect. 

Again,  sir,  I  have  learned,  that  the  stone  of 
whidi  these  foundations  have  been  built,  has  not 
been  subjected  to  that  preparatory  test  which  is 
customary  among  builders  to  determine  its  capa- 
bility to  sustain  the  almost  countless  tons  of  weight  ^ 
to  be  piled  upon  it.  And  I  have  never  heard  the 
statement  contradicted,  although  it  has  been  made 
long  ago.  Moreover,  it  is  also  scid  that  this  stone 
has  been  procured  from  a  condemned  and  rejected 
quarry---that  its  use  was  undertaken  for  the 
foundation  of  the  Washington  Monument,  but 
being  found  not  to  stand  the  test  of  strength,  it  was 
rejected.  These  are  important  points.  1  may  be 
misinformed  upon  them.  If  so,  I  desire  correct 
information,  and  will  be  obliged  to  any  gentleman 
who  will  give'  it  to  mer' 

Such,  then,  I  am  left  to  believe,  is  the  result 
now  before  us;  sucn  the  material,  and  such  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  worked  up  into 
what  is  called  the  foundations  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Capitol,  for  which  we  have  already 
paid  $100,000.  Is  the  work  worth  the  money  ?  I 
do  not  think  it  is.  From  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  it  is  not  only  not  worth  what  we  have 
already  paid  for  it,  but,  if  received  and  adopted  as 
the  foundation  upon  which  the  superstructure  is  to 
be  raised,  it  will  be  a  dead  loss  in  itself,  and  will 
occasion  the  loss  of  the  millions  besides  which  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to  expend  in  raising  that  super- 
structure; for,  by  the  time,  or  before,  the  topmost 
stone  shall  have  been  set  in  its  place,  the  whole 
structure,  unsubstantial  and  insecure  in  its  founda- 
tions— a  house  built  upon  the  sand,  crushed  down 
with  its  own  weight,  like  those  frail  edifices  built 
for  speculation  in  some  of  the  northern  towns,  of 
whicn  we  frequently  read  accounts — will  tumble  to 
the  ground,  forming  at  once  a  monument  of  ruins 
to  the  genius  of  corruption,  and  a  mausoleum  to 
its  dupes. 

Sir,  will  or  can  any  one  tell  me  of  the  monner 
in  which  the  1100,000  we  have  heretofore  appro- 

friated  has  been  dispensed  by  and  to  its  recipients  ? 
have  been  told — it  incorrectly,  I  hope  some  one 
will  set  me  rie^ht — that  the  whole  of  this  amount 
has  been  paicfout  of  the  Treasury,  in  sums  vary- 
ing from  f5,000  to  |20,000,  upon  the  simple  order, 
without  the  usual  vouchers,  of  the  mrchiUet — a  new 
oflicer  of  our  Government,  not  known,  that  I  am 
aware,  to  the  Constitution  or  the  laws — a  sort  of 
presidential  creation — and  sustaining  to  Congress 
no  relations  of  personal  or  official  responsibility 
whatever.  And  these  sums— embracing,  in  the 
aggregate,  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation , 
drawn  upon  this  simple  order  of  the  architect, 
without  vouchers,  except  such  as  he  may  choose 
to  furnish  yier  the  expenditure — are  dispensed  at 
his  will  and  discretion ! 

And  now,  sir,  it  is  proposed  by  this  resolution, 
hastily,  without  notice,  without  investigation,  with- 
out even  permitting  a  committee  to  examine  It,  to 
put  Jive  timet  as  much  as  at  first — ka{f  s  milHon  of 
dolUar$ — in  the  same  hands,  for  a  similar  purpose; 
indeed,  a  continuation  of  the  very  same  work,  and 
to  be  dispensed  in  the  very  same  way. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Will  my  friend  frort  Arkan- 
sas allow  me  ? 

Mr.  BORLAND.    Certainly. 

Mr.  BADGER.  My  friend  from  Arkansas  is, 
no  doubt,  correct  in  saying  that  the  money  is 
called  for  upon  the  draft  or  order  of  the  architect, 
and  the  reason  is,  that  the  act  of  Congress  directed 
the  money  to  be  employed  in  erecting  these  wings 
to  be  disbursed  by  tne  superintendent  of  the  work. 
The  money  is  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
same  way  that  all  other  money  is  drawn  out,  and 
is  accounted  for  in  precisely  the  same  way. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    Well,  sir,  I  am  very  glad  to 
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hear  that  accuracy  and  propriety  have  been  ob- 
served in  the  expenditure  of  this  money.  If  my 
friend  from  North  Carolina  statefl  this  as  a  fact, 
within  his  own  knowledge,  I  will  take  it  as  set- 
tling that  part  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  know  it;  but  I  have 
understood  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  And  I  have  understood  it  to 
be  quite  the  contrarv,  1  repeat,  if  my  friend  from 
Norih  Carolina  would  state  this  as  a  fact  within  his 
own  knowledge,  I  would  rely  U}>on  it.  But  being 
stated  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  based  upon 
what  he  has  heard f  he  must  excuse  me  if  I  cannot 
take  his  opinion  instead  of  my  own,  when  mine  is 
based  upon  what  I  consider  reliable  information. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  think  the  difficulty  of  my 
friend  is,  that  he  does  not  understand  the  ordinary 
mode  in  which  money  is  drawn  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  this  kind.  Congress  appropriates  money 
to  be  applied  for  a  particular  purpose,  under  the 
direction  of  the  person  appointed  with  that  view. 
He  is  the  agent  to  whom  CoYigress  has  intrusted 
this  business.  He  draws  the  money  at  once.  He 
does  i^ot  take  vouchers  before  expending  the 
money;  he  draws  from  time  to  time,  and  settles 
with  his  vouchers.  That  is  the  usual  course.  All 
I  know  about  it  is,  that  the  act  of  Congress  au- 
thorizes the  expenditure  of  this  money,  which 
wad  appropriated  last  Congress,  by  the  architect 
whom  the  President  shall  select  for  carrying  no 
the  work.  We  made  him  our  officer  or  agent  to 
disburse  tliis  appropriation. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  hope  it  is  all  true.  I  am 
not  well  informed  on  this  matter,  as  my  friend 
very  rightly  supposes.  I  am,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  ignorant  of  the  details  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money;  and  I  am  thankful,  always, 
when  a  friend  will  inform  roe.  But,  sir,  it  is  for 
that  very  reason,  if  there  was  no  other,  that  I  am 
particular  on  this  occasion,  and  desire  that  this 
matter  shall  be  put  in  such  a  form,  and  made  so 
clear  and  intelligible,  that  even  one  so  dull  as  my- 
self may  understand  it,  and  that  the  people  may 
know  how  their  money  is  expended.  That  I  do 
not  and  cannot  understand  these  things,  is  what  I 
complain  of— it  is  an  important  part  of  my  objec- 
tion to  this  resolution,  if  our  legislation  be,  as  it 
seems  to  have  been  in  this  case,  obscure  in  its 
terms,  loose  in  its  provisions,  and  fails  to  impose 
sufficient  safeguards  and  restrictions  around  our 
moneyed  expenditures  to  make  them  safe,  and 
faithful,  and  economical,  I  think  it  is  hi^h  time 
that  we  should  change  its  character,  and  bring 
those  expenditures  alike  within  safe  bounds,  and 
within  our  own  knowledge;  for  until  we  do  so,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  we  not  only  are  not,  but  cannot 
be  as  careful  in  tiie  discharge  of  these  duties  we 
are  sent  here  to  perform,  as  we  should  be. 

Now,  sir,  with  all  tliebe  things  staring  me  in  the 
face,  whatever  may  be  my  feelings  of  sympathy 
for  the  laboring  men  who  have  been  brought  here 
to  work  upon  the  Capitol,  and  who  now  throng 
the  galleries  for  effect — whatever  may  be  my  de- 
sire to  see  them  provided  with  work,  and  supplied 
with  the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence,  I 
cannot  give  my  vote  for  this  large,  and,  as  I  regard 
it,  unnecessary  and  improper  appropriation. 

But,  Mr.  President,  these,  m  themselves,  are 
small  things  we  have  been  considering — the  mere 
incidents  and  indications  of  larger,  v;ifltly  larger, 
and  more  important  considerations  whicn  lie  en- 
tirely above  and  beyond  this  resolution,  and  the 
particular  object  to  which,  upon  its  face,  it  is  di- 
rected. The  resolution,  with  its  immediate  ob- 
ject, is  part  of  a  system — a  small  part,  I  admit, 
but  yet  no  less  a  part,  and,  though  small  in  itself, 
a  very  significant  part  of  a  system  of  measures, 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  involve  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  Government,  and  upon  the 
practicsil  interpretation  and  observance  of  which, 
depends  the  weal  or  woe  of  this  Union,  in  all  time 
to  come.  Althou£:li,  therefore,  I  entertain,  and 
have  sought  lo  show  serious  and  insuperable  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  itself,  I  have  availed  of 
It,  mainly,  for  the  occasion  it  afforded  of  express- 
ing my  views  of  the  great  system  of  which  it  is 
the  humble,  but  significant,  and,  perhaps,  because 
small  and  insidious,  the  more  dangerous  type  and 
representative. 

Sir,  there  is  no  coQcealing  or  avoiding  the  fact 
tliat  the  dangerous  tendency  of  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment, is  that  towards  centralism  and  consolida- 
(ion.  I  well  know,  sir,  that  in  asserting  this,  I 
but  suggest  an  argument  which  is  ever  potential 


with  certain  Senators  upon  this  floor,  and  with  a 
certain  school  of  politicians  throughout  the  coun- 
try, to  carry  them  in  the  very  opposite  direction 
from  that  in  which'  I  would  oe  glad  to  see  them 
go,  and,  ad  I  think,  the  good  of  this  country  re- 
quires them  to  go.  I  know  full  well  that  those 
Senators  and  t£at  school  of  politicians  to  which 
I  allude,  and  of  which  they  are  the  honored  lead- 
ers, need  no  other  and  no  stronger  argument 
to  induce  them  to  support  any  measure  than  the 
proof  that  it  ministers  to  that  tendency  I  have 
mentioned — to  concentrate  smd  consolidate  power 
here  in  this  Federal  head,  at  the  expense  of  the 
sovereignty,  the  independence,  the  rights,  and 
legitimate  power  of  the  several  States.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  in  the  vain  hope  of  inducing  them  to 
abandon  the  resolution,  tnat  I  have  characterized 
it  as  representative  of  that  Federal  system;  by 
no  means,  sir;  for  I  well  know  tliat  they  will  vote 
for  it  to  a  man.  That  is  a  foregone  conclusion. 
But,  sir,  I  so  characterized  it  and  commented 
upon  it,  for  the  purpose — the  legitimate  purpose, 
I  trust— of  marking  the  position  of  the  political 
party,  the  Democralic  party y  to  which  I  belong,  in 
opposition  to  centralism  and  consolidation,  and 
the  obligation  we  recognize  to  oppose  all  measures 
which  are  attainted  of  that  tendency — to  avoid 
them  as  unclean, unholv,  and  dangerous  things — 
to  meet  them  at  the  threshold,  and  fesist  them 
by  all  lawful  means,  at  all  hazards,  and  to  the 
last  extremity. 

In  my  opinion,  there  ia  no  danger  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  this  Union,  or  destruction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  a  flying  off  of  any  of  its  parts.  The 
tendency  is  centripetal,  and  therein  lies  the  danger. 
The  sources  of  this  danger  conaist  in  the  tendency 
of  power,  wherever  it  may  be  found ,  whether  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  or  governments,  to  cumulate 
itself  and  strengthen  its  own  functions.  Begin- 
ning with  the  Grovemment,  this  tendency  has  been 
manifested,  and,  with  occasional  checks,  has 
slowly,  but  in  my  opinion,  surely  b^en  increasing 
down  to  the  present  hour.  An  instance  of  it  is 
seen  whenever  and  wherever  a  power  is  exercised 
which  the  Constitution  has  not  granted.  If,  I  re- 
peat, this  Union  of  States  shall  ever  be  destroyed, 
this  will  be  the  cause.  Overriding  the  Constitu- 
tion, disregarding  rights  and  crushing  interests,  it 
will  ultimately  grasp  and  absorb  all  the  functions 
of  all  the  governments.  State  and  Federal.  Tower- 
ing up  as  a  great  central  power,  it  will  overshadow 
the  States, and  swallow  up  their  sovereignty;  and 
then  nothing  of  Union  will  be  left  but  its  name, 
while  one  erreat  consolidated  despotism  will  fill  its 
place.  Who  will  love,  and  venerate,  and  adhere 
to  it  then  ?  In  this  way,  if  ever,  this  Union  may 
be,  not  dissolved^  but  consolidated  and  destroyed. 
It  may  **groto  to  a  pleurisy^  and  die  <^  Us  own  too 
mucA.'* 

Upon  one  occasion — and  it  is  my  wont  upon  all 
suitable  occasions — I  wa«  advocating  an  extension 
of  our  possessions — aye,  sir,  an  acquisition  of 
more  territory,  believing  it  to  be  the  best,  the 
most  practicable,  and  the  most  certain  means  of 
giving  legitimate  strength,  and  tending  .to  insure 
perpetuity  to  our  system  of  government,  by  en- 
couraging the  increase  in  the  number  of  States, 
which,  by  their  separate  and  diversified  interests, 
will  form  the  best,  perhaps  the  only  eflective 
counterpoise  to  the  controlling  tendency  of  the 
federal,  power.  While  doing  this,  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  gentleman  of  the  opposite  school  of 
politics,  with  this  remark:  **  Sir,  if  we  extend  our 
limits  as  far  as  you  propose,  the  central  fire  will 
not  be  able  to  warm  the  circumference  of  our  sys- 
tem of  government.*'  And  thai,  I  replied,  is  just 
what  I  wish  to  accomplish.  I  want  no  **  central 
fire"  which  shall  have  power  to  extend  its  heat 
to  tlie  circumference  of  our  system.  I  want  each 
State  to  furnish  its  own  fire;  and  that  of  each 
uniting  with  the  other,  and  throwing  here  upon 
the  center  a  focus  of  rays  of  light  and  heat,  cive 
that  degree  of  genial  warmth  and  vitality,  and  no 
nwrfe,  which  may  enable  this  center  to  perform  its 
legitimate  functions,  which,  I  think,  are  few  and 
well  defined,  with  a  healthy  but  not  excessive  vigor 
and  efficiency.  For,  I  added,  should  this  natural 
and  lawful  order  ever  be  reversed,  and  the  central 
fire  become  so  intense  as  to  send  its  stimulating 
rays  to  the  circumference,  it  would  be  but  a  little 
while  before  a  general  conf!a£Tation  would  ensue, 
from  being  consumed  in  which  no  earthly  power 
could  save  our  rights,  our  liberties,  and  our  hap- 
piness. 


These  opposite  opinions,  as  to  the  tendncy  of 
our  system  of  government,  which  I  haveatumptal 
to  delineate,  do,  in  my  opinion,  characterize  thi 
two  great  political  parties  of  the  country,  ak 
draw  the  line  of  separation  between  them.  Fun 
these  opposite  opinions  into  one,  or  oblitertte  the 
line  I  have  drawn,  and  political  parties,  as  diitu- 
guished  by  principles,  cease  to  exist.  I  )an 
always  stood  upon  the  Democratic  side  of  thit 
line,  and  my  couree  has  ever  been  away  from  tke 
center.  I  trust  never  to  see  those  opinions  fwA 
into  each  other,  and  loose  their  distinctive  &fid  as- 
tagonistie  charactera.  I  trust  never  to  ««  thai 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  Democratic  aai 
W&ig.  parties  obliterated.  Keep  thoee  oppoiiu 
opinions  clearly  and  accurately  enunciated;  keep 
that  line  well  defined  and  deeply  drawn,  and  thr 
parties  they  divide  boldl]^  arrayed  against  tk.6 
other,  and  my  faith  in  truth  is  such  ibat  I  iktil 
have  no  fears  for  her  success  in  the  conflict  sb 
is  fated  to  wage  with  error. 

And  the  next  great  fact,  connected  with  tbefim 
I  have  dwelt  upon,  and  which  can  no  more  be 
concealed,  avoided,  or  disreganfed,  than  the  &!it, 
is,  that  the  most  facile  and  fearful  insuiiinemaliry 
of  the  fearful  centralism  I  have  mentioned  b 
federal  patronage,  in  the  protean  shapes  of  Imp 
moneyed  expenditurei.  And,  in  view  of  this,  vbt 
is  more  palpable  to  oyr  dsuly  observation,  vhit 
more  painfully  impressed  upon  every  natriot^ 
convictions,  at  every  turn  of  the  federal  Kaleido- 
scope, here  at  this  well-spring  of— I  will  not, for 
decency's  sake,  say  corruption,  but— inuvue,  ftcd 
arrangement,  than  that  this  malign,  I  had  almot 
said,  this  obscene,  instrumentality,  this  layJv^ 
^ernaut  of  political  morality,  is  rapidly  anient- 
mg  its  power?  Who  does  not  see,  who  ii  fk4 
made  to  feel,  in  some  way  or  other,  that  this  ii  10= 
He  who  cannot  see  it,  has,  in  my  opinion,  almdj 
fallen  under  the  curae  of  *'  fuoicial  blindness. 
He  who  xdUI  not  see  it — I  will  not  say  what  to 
befallen  him. 

Turn  back  a  few  pages  of  the  political  histerr 
of  this  Goverpmcnt— only  as  far  back  as  18S 
Then,  with  an' expensive  war  on  hand,  the  coob- 
try  thought  the  Government  not  only  exirnragMi, 
but  profligate;  and  not  only  censured,  but  repai- 
ated  and  hurled  from  power  the  Adminbtrarioc. 
because  the  annual  expenditure  was  f39,O00,000, 
one  third  of  which,  or  about  A13,000,000,  wm  con- 
sumed in  that  war !  Since  then,  sir,  only  thirteefl 
yeara,  the  expenditures  have  run  up  to  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  $52,000,000  !  and  that,  ioo,in  a  jtu 
of  profound  peace  with  *•  all  the  world  and  the  rest 
of  mankind."  And  yet,  who  talks  now  of « 
travagance^  Who  arrays  himself  against  iw 
great  and  growing  evil  ?  Who  raises  his  voice 
against  its  present  enormity?'  Who *J)uls  forth 
his  hand  to  stay  its  further  and  fearful  progrea 
Mr.  President,  I  have  hslened  long  and  »ra- 
estly  for  the  sound  of  that  voice.  I  have  watchw 
anxiously  and  with  inlereat,  to  see  that  hand  raiwi 
I  wished  it  to  be,  I  hoped  it  would  be,  a  toi«  of 
sufi'icient  depth  and  compass  to  be  beard,  li«« 
trumpet  in  batde,  from  one  extremity  of  outIim* 
to  the  other,  rousing  the  slu^ard,  no^j'JS  "' 
timid,  pushing  on  the  brave- to  deeds  of  noble  dir 
ing.  1  desireS  it  to  be,  and  I  trusted  it  wooM  w. 
a  hand  of  suflicicnt  strength,  at  once  to  «n!te 
down  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  but,  within  wr  o« 
lines,  to  **  drag  up  dro?trnea  honor  by  the  \ocXf. 
But,  sir,  I  hhve  listened,  I  have  watched  injsi",. 
I  had  hoped  that  *♦  some  older  and  better  soldiw 
than  myself  would  have  waged  this  battle  for  iw 
right.  I  have  hoped  in  vain.  Alas.  sir.  inj^||»^ 
is  not  loud ,  and  my  hand  is  not  strong.  And  wM' 
I  well  know  that  I  am  not  by  age,  service,  or  post 
tion,  entitled  to  take  a  prominent  posiuoD,aDd«i- 
pecially  not  authorised  to  speak  for  the  ?reAt  pen> 
of  which  I  am  an  humble  member,  and  niay»^ 
for  what  I  have  said,  be  deemed  by.some  prf- 
sumptuous;  nevertheless,  a  sense  of  duty  to  o.\ 
selfat  least,  and  my  own  position,  has  irar*'" 
me  to  seize  this  occasion  to  give  "a  reason 

the  faith  that  is  in  nte."  . 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  many,  perhaps  all,  wno 

here',  belonging  to  the  same  party  a«»jyrh"  i 
been  silent,  because  they  consider  the  su^*^ 
have  examined  too.small  to  furrnft  on  occas- 
for  them.  Sir,,  the  other  day.  vhen, bj^*3 
resolution,  this  body  appropriated  »^»?5:^7^^ 
theconUngcnt  fund,  for  an  object  which  «J^^, 
was  quesuonable,  and  I  raised  my  ^"^  .^H„n 
it,  as  in  myopinion,diareg«rding  theConsumo^n 
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aiid  the  usual  forms  of  law,  I  was  told  it  was  too 
small  a  matter  to  raise  objections  on.  Sir,  on  that 
occasion,  as  upon  this,  I  contended  for  n.  principle 
which  is  of  the  same  character  and  force  and  ob- 
ligation, whether  it  be  involved  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  #5,000  or  $5,000,000,  or  every  dollar  in  the 
Treasury. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  all  I  have 
said,  I  have  some  questions  to  ask,  and  I  trust  I 
shall  Dot  be  deemed  too  presumptuous  in  asking 
them.  I  do  not  put  them  to  our  Whig  friends.  I 
know  they  are  inunovable,  by  anything  I  can  say, 
on  such  a  subject.  But  I  put  themio  ihe  Democrats. 
That  the  evil  tendency  I  have  described  is  in 
operation  and  actively  at  work,  there  is  no  doubt, 
and  just  as  little  that  its  means  are  accumulating, 
and  Its  power  augmenting  every  day. 

What,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  position,  the  duty, 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  Democratic  party 
before  the  country  ?  The  people  of  the  country 
have  already  asked  these  questions,  and  in  their 
ow^n  Diinds,  doubtless,  have  determined  what  the 
answers  should  be.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  high  time 
that  we,  too,  were  addressing  ourselves  to  the 
business  of  answding  them — not  in  words  merely, 
but  in  action .  We  have  pledged  ourselves  to  them , 
upon  certain  doctrines,  and  they  have  sent  us  here 
as  the  exponents  of  their  principles,  and  theguar- 
dians  of  their  resulting  rights  and  interests.  It  is 
by  a  course  of  action,  therefore,  in  practical  le^s- 
lation  that  we  are  to  redeem  our  pleage  and  justify 
their  confidence.  I  repeat  the  question— what  is 
the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  before  the 
country? — what  are  its  duties  and  responsibili- 
tie«? 

A  short  timesince,  there  was  before  the  country, 
and  occupying  the  minds  of  the  people,  a  most 
exciting  subject;  and  out  of  that  grew  an  issue— 
vn  my  opinion,  an  illegitimate  issue.    The  storms 
of  agitation  which  were  rais^  upon  that,  have 
>  now ,  in  agreat  measure,  subsided ;  lea vii^  the  time- 
honored,  and  trial-tested  principles  ana  doctrines 
of  Democracy  alike  unimpaired  in  their  integri- 
ty and  strength,  and  strikingly  triumphant  in  the 
genera]  policy  of  the  country,  as  claimed  by  our 
owiiparty,  as  conceded  (per  force,  doubtless^  by 
the  Whigs,  and  admitted  by  all,  in  theory.  I  tnink 
the  present  thne,  therefore,  is  peculiarly  propiti- 
ous for  an  effort,  a  united,  and  earnest,  and  vig- 
orous effort  on  our  part,  to  make  the  administra* 
.  lion  sf  the  Government,  in  all  its  branches,  con- 
form in  practice  to  what  we  hold  to  be  the  theory 
of  its  principles.    Not  only  is  the  time  propitious 
for  such  an  effort,  but,  in  my  opinion,  is  filled  to 
repletion  with  those  circumstances  and  considera- 
tions which  not  only  require  it  at  our  hands  as  a 
duty,  but  will  make  its  success  both  certain  and 
bnlliant.  This  eifoit  must  consist  in  a  grand  rally 
in  opposition  to  the  general  evil  tendency  of  the 
Government,  I  have  delineated — eefUraliam;  and  di- 
rected particularly  against  that  prominent  element 
of  it,  now  so  actively  in  operation— the  extraio{fgant 
expmiiture  of  the  public  money.     Upon  the  issue 
thus  to  be  raised,  I  doubt  not  we  can  unite  not 
only  all  Democrats,  but,  leaving  politicians  out  of 
view,  the  masses  df  honest  men  of  every  party. 
And  what  will,  what  must,  be  the  result?     I  up- 
hesitatingly  answer^-an  overwhelming  majority, 
of  course,  in  our  favor!     Who  cim  doubt  it? 
While  the  spoilsmen,  of  whatever  sect  or  profes- 
sion, ahhooerh  somewhat  formidable  in  numberS| 
activity,  and  concentration  of  forces,  will  stand 
revealed,  exposed,  and  powerless  for  harm. 

Mr.  President,  not  only  are  our  principles  in 
the  ascendant  throughout  the  country,  but  we 
have  a  decided  and  acknowledged  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  And  yet,  sir,  what  do  our 
opponents  tell  us?  What  does  the  official  oigan 
of  this  Whig  Administration  flout  in  our  very 
faces?  Sir,  tney  tell  us  that  we  are  not  true  to 
our  professions;  that,  with  all  our  numerical 
stren^  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  we  tremble  in 
our  shoes,  and  dare  not  array  ourselves  against 
the  policy  of  the  Whig  Executive  at  the  other  end 
of  tne  avenue.  We  are  taunted  with  what  is 
claimed  to  be  a  fact — that  we  are  dependent  upon 
a  Whi^  President  and  Cabinet  for  our  policy — a 
policv,  too,  that,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  has 
run  the  moneyed  expenditures  of  this  Government 
up  to  $52,000,000  a  year  I  If  we  submit  longer 
to  this,  how  are  we  placed  before  the  country  ? 
Win  it  not  be  an  abandonment  of  the  high  ground 
we  have  heretofore  occupied  as  a  party?  Will  it 
not  be  tantamount  to  a  confession  that  we  have 


not  been  governed  by  principle  ourselves,  and 
have  been  unfair  in  charging  want  of  principle 
upon  our  opponents? 

In  view  ot  all  this,  I  will  ask  any  Democrat, 
when  he  goes  before  the  country  in  the  contest 
for  which  all  of  us  are  so  busily  girding  ourselves, 
now  what  issue  will  he  arraign  his  Whig  oppo- 
nent upon  ?  Upon  what  ground  will  he  say  we 
must  put  the  Whigs  out  of  power — that  the  inter- 
est of^  the  country  requires  that  they  should  no 
longer  hold  the  nelm  ?  What  will  ne  say  when 
the  Whig  rises  up  and  demands,  "upon  what 
issue?*'  Oh,  sir,  this  will  be  a  posing  question 
to  him  who  has  to  answer  it  for  his  party,  unless 
we,  by  our  action  here,  give  him  a  better  answer 
than  I  fear  he  can  derive  from  our  present  attitude. 
Sir,  if  we  would  fight  the  battle  ourselves,  or  en- 
able our  friends  to  do  it  for  us,  we  must  no  longer 
sit  Quietly  and  humbly  here,  and  slavishly  legislate 
in  obedience  to  estimate-decrees  of  the  Whig  Fed- 
eral head  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue. 

Mr.  President,  the  theater  upon  which  it  is  my 
fortune  to  play  my  part  at  home,  compared  with 
that  of  other  Senators,  is  limited  in  extent.  My 
State  is  sparsely  populated.  We  have  but  four 
electoral  votes.  Yet  so  strong  is  the  sense  of  po- 
litical responsibility  that  I  feel,  that  I  am  as  anx- 
ious to  place  myself,  as  the  representative  of  my 
party  at  home,  right  upon  the  record,  and  stand 
before  my  constituents  upon  the  true  Democratic 
platform  in  practice  as  well  as  theory,  as  if  we 
gave  four  hundred  votes  instead  of  four. 

Sir,  1  repeat,  that  if  we  expect  Democratic  can- 
didates for  elector  or  any  other  position  in  the 
party  to  go  fairly  before  the  people  and  fight  our 
bsttles  successfully,  we  must,  not  in  pro^ssion, 
but  by  our  action  here,  give  them  ground  to  stand 
OR,  and  something  to  say.  If  we  do  not,  we  will 
be  beaten ;  and  worse  than  that,  we  will  deserve 
to  be  beaten. 

All  the  great  political  battles  of  the  country, 
from  the  foundation  of  our  Government,  have 
been  fought  upon  tlie  same  general  issue  that  I 
1  now  surest.  Talk  about  specific  or  other  is- 
sues as  you  may,  they  all  resolve  themselves  into 
this  in  the  end.  It  is  the  fundamental  issue  of 
them  all.  Why,  for  instance,  did  you  oppose  a 
protective  tariff?  Was  it  itot  because,  first,  it  op- 
erated unequally  upon  different  sections  of  tne 
country  and  different  industrial  ptirsuits,  but 
mainly  because  it  was  supposed  to  raise  too 
much  revenue,  which,  engendering  extravagant 
expenditures,' would  corrupt  the*Government  and 
all  its  dependencies  by  means  of  large  patronage 
which  does  not  bless,  but  actually  curses,  those 
who  give  as  well  as  those  who  receive?  I  have 
never  found  a  Democrat  to  dispute  this  with  me. 
Have  I  not  a  right,  then,  as  a  Democrat,  to  ask 
of  you,  as  Democrats,  to  stand  up  in  practice 
to  our  professions  ?  The  people  will  hold  us  to 
this  responsibility.  There  is  only  one  way  in 
whjch  ,we  can  meet  it  properly  and  successfully. 
I  think  I  have  indicated  that  with  sufficient  clear- 
ness. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  to  give  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  'I  vrill  have  done  in  a  mo- 
ment. Mr.  President,  when  we  find  one  of  these 
large  appropriations,  placing  money  uncondition- 
ally at  the  disposal  of  a  political  opponent  of  a 
majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  we  find 
also  a  aisposition  to  vote  upon  them  without  in- 
vestigation. 1  do  not  say,  that  Senators  wlio  are 
advocating  this  course,  have  not  investigated  this 
particular  matter;  but^thev  ought  to  remember  that 
if  they  have  done  so,  there  may  b^  others  who 

have  not.    One  of  these 

Mr.  CLARKE.  If  the  honorable  Senator  .will 
allow  me  one  moment.  I  desire  to  move  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  this  subject  until  to-mor- 
row. It  is  one  of  very  treat  importance.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Ciss,]  it 
is  well  known,  was  entitled  to  the  fipor  to-day 
upon  another  subject.  The  time  is  passing  away, 
and  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  him  to  occupy 
it.  The  bill,  upon  whicli  he  proposes  to  speak,  is 
a  great  and  important  one,  and  of  very  essential 
consequence  to  many  gentlemen  in  the  Senate.  I, 
therefore,  with  the -senator's  leave,  will  move  to 

Fostpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject, 
desire  to  be  heard  upon  it  as  does  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Uarohna.  If  the  debate  goes 
on,  the  day,  will  beconsutned  by  if,  and  I  therefore 
appeal  to  the  Senate  that  it  is  due,  in  courtesy  to 


the  Senator  from  Michigan,  that  the  postponement 
should  take  place,  in  order  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  sp^dc  to-day.  We  lUI  must  know  that 
this  subject  has  been  unexpectedly  sprung  upon 
us  at  this  time;  I  move,  therefore,  that  its  further 
'  consideration  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  will  agree  to  what  the 
Senator  says;  but  permit  me  to  say  why.  It  is 
known  to  the  Senate  that  I  did  not  willingly  en- 
gage in  this  discussion.  I  did  not  wish  the  reso- 
lution to  be  taken  up  for  consideration  to-day;  but 
it  was  taken  up  and  its  immediate  passage  called 
for.  I  was  opposed  to  it;  and  I  felt  that  if  I  did 
not  make  ray  opposition  then,  there  would  be 
no.  opportunity  for  me  to  do  so.  I  was  unwil- 
ling tliat  the  vote  should  be  taken,  before  I  ex- 
pressed my  views  upon  the  subject.  No  one  is 
more  {inxious  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
than  I  am;  no  one  will  listen  to  him  with  more 
pleasure;  no  one  feels  a  greater  desire  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  he  proposes  to  advocate.  I  will 
have  accomplished  the  object  which  I  have  in  view 
by  agreeinjg  with  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  in 
having  tins  postponed.  It  is  what  I  desired  at 
first;  1,  therefore,  am  accommodated  now. 

Mr.  MANGUM.    I  am  not  disposed  to  inter- 

Kose  any  obstacle  to  hearing  the  Senator  from 
Michigan .  Will  the  Chair  be  so  obliging  as  to 
inform  me  what  was  the  motion  pending  oefore 
the  last  one  was  made? 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  was  no  motion. 
The  question  under  consideration  was  as  to  con- 
curring with  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  joint  resolution.  The  motion 
is  now  made  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MANGkJM.  The  question  upon  which 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  desires  to  speak  is  the 
Iowa  land  bill  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  is  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  had  very  much  hoped  that 
that  bill  would  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion 
to-morrow.  I  am  rather  unwilling  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  now  before  us, 
but  so  many  remarks  have  been  made,  by  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  not  immediately  rele- 
vant— immediately,  I  say — to  the  question,  that  I 
feel  inclined  to  offer  a  very  few  remarks  myself. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  observe  that,  as  to  my  going 
on  to-day,  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to 
me.  What  little  I  have  to  say,  I  can  say  in  a  very 
short  time.  I  am  prepared  to  do  as  the  Senate 
pleases. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  we  will  have  a  vote 
to-morrow  on  the  Iowa  bill.  I  will  sit  until  twelve 
o'clock  at  night  to  get  a  vote,  and  it  is  the  only 
way  you  can  get  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  understand  that  the  motion  is  to 
postpone  the  joint  resolution  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, until  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Yes,  air;  I  understand  that 
is  the  question. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  understood  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  to  give  way  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
mitting the  motion  to  be  made  to  postpone.  If 
the  debate  goes  on,  he  is  entitled  to  the  floor  siill. 

Mr.  MAJJ^GUM.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  yielded  it  only  to  have  that 
motion  made. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  hope  the  joint  resoUition 
will  be  postponed  until  to-morrow.  When  I  made 
the  motion  to  take  it  up,  I  had  no  idea  thut  it 
would  occupy  fifteen  minutes.  I  certainly  should 
not  have  made  that  motion,  if  I  had  thought  it 
would  occupy  the  time  it  is  likely  to  occupy.  I 
wish  it  now  by  all  means  to  give  way  to  tne  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  and  1  ask  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  to  give  way  for  that  purpoRe. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  will  interpose  no  obstacle 
to  hearing  the  Senator  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  It  is  true,  as  was  stated, 
tliat  I  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  postpone,  and  not 
for  any  other  purpose.  I  did  it  as  an  act  of  cour- 
tesy. The  question  is  not  postponed;  and  I  ui- 
derstand  that  if  one  who  is  speaking  yields  the 
floor  for  a  particular  motion,  and  that  motion  is 
not"agreed  to,  he  goes  on  v/iih  tl^e  subject-matitr 
of  his  remarks,  and  continues  the  debate. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Strictly  speaking,  that  is 
not  the  case. 

Mr.  MANGUM.    I  will  repeat  what  I  have 
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almdy  stated,  that  I  will  interpose  no  obstacle  to 
hearing  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  and  I  will  re- 
sume my  seat  after  making  a  single  remark  or  two, 
and  touching  a  single  point  having  no  immediate 
relevancy  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  have 
been  greatly  gratified  to  see  a  young  Goliath  step 
forth  to  endeavor  to  correct  the  practice  of  this 
Government.  He  is  a  member  of  the  party  which 
has  entire  control  over  the  legislation  of  this  body, 
and  of  the  other  House.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
lecture  which  he  has^ven  his  associates  will  pro- 
duce a  good  effect.  1  have  believed,  and  I  am 
sure  you  have  believed,  for  a  long  time  that  the 
Government  was  far  departing  from  its  ancient 
principles  and  practices.  But  the  Senator's  re- 
marks were  unfortunatery  misapplied  to  the  Whig 
head  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue.  Has  the  alle- 
gation or  imputation  been  made  that  a  cent  has  yet 
oeen  expended  which  was  not  authorized  dnd  di- 
rected by  an  appropriation  ?  I  have  heard  no  such 
allegation — none  such  can  be  made.  I  hope  that 
the  Senator  and  his  associates  on  his  side  of  the 
Chamber  will  endeavor  to  s6e  the  Government  re- 
stricted to  economy,  and  retracted  in  its  expenses 
to  his  favorite  Jefiersonian  standard.  I  desire  to 
see  it.  Why,  sir,  within  my  time — and  I  am  yet 
a  young  man,  as  well  as  you,  Mr.  President, 
[laughter]— one  Administration  was  put  out  of 
power  for  the  immense  and  monstrous  expendi- 
ture of  $13,000,000  a  year.  Under  its  successors 
the  expenditures  amounted  to  |39,000,000  or 
1^0,000,000,  and  they  have  now  run  up  to 
#50,000,000.  Whose  fault  is  it  ?  If  we  had  a 
General  Jackson  here,  who  could  control  his 
troops,  he  would,  in  some  degree,  be  responsible; 
but  the  case  is  different  when  we  have  a  President 
whose  political  friends  are  in  a  minority  in  both 
branchy  of  the  Legislature.  I  hope  my  friend 
from  Arkansas  will  bring  to  his  assistance  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  Democratic  party  to  retract 
the  Govemment  to  its  ancient  and  economical 
practices.  I  have  seen,  or  suspect  I  have  seen,  in 
the  course  of  my  service  here,  a  Kttle  difi*erence 
between  profession  and  practice.  Economy  is  a 
beautiful  thing  to  be  professed;  it  is  a  toy  that 
tickles  the  ear  of  the  farmer  and  the  thrifty  citi- 
zen in  the  country,  who  has  a  few  pennies  m  his 
pocket,  which  he  desires  to  keep  from  the  grasp 
of  rapacious  office  and  job-seekers;  they  are  not 
to  be  taken  and  paid  for  the  bread  of  those  who 
will  not  earn  it.  But  let  us  see  a  little  of  the  prac- 
tice. I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will  bring  up 
his  troops.  He  is  a  young  commander,  but  has 
had  experience 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  call  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  to  order,  in  the  first  place, 
because  he  is  making  a  speech,  when  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  has  the  floor,  and  in  Uie  second 
place,  because  he  has  no  right  to  advise  the  De- 
mocracy.    [Laughter.] 

The  President.  The  Senator  from  North 
Carolma  [Mr.  Mangum]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  will  not  attenript  to  do  so 
absurd  and  useless  a  thing  as  to  advise  the  great 
and  wise  and  economical  Democracy.  I  think  that 
they  will  not  learn  wisdom  from  aavice,  proceed- 
ing from  such  a  quarter;  yet  it  might  not  be  wholly 
thrown  away  if  tney  were  to  hear  it  and  act  upon 
it.  I  admit  that,  under  the  Democratic  rule,  the 
Government  has  run  up  to  a  degree  of  expendi- 
ture unexampled  in  the  nistory  of  the  country.  I 
am  glad  to  see  one  stem,  gallant,  and  intrepid 
man — though  comparatively  a  young  member — 
•tep  forward  and  lecture  his  seniors.  I  hope  they 
will  profit  by  it.  I  hope  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  profit  by  it.  I  hope  the  people  of 
the  country  will  profit  by  it.  Sir,  I  have  wit- 
nessed a  great  deal  of  this  profession.  I  have  re- 
cently heard  of  an  eminent  gentleman,  who  has 
my  highest  respect,  a  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
yania,  saying  that  the  Government  ought  to  be 
brought  back  to  the  old  Jeffersonian  days.  But 
when  I  looked  at  him  mounted  in  his  saddle,  with 
his  spurs  on,  ready  to  run  the  next  presidential 
race,  I  thought  that  extravagance  and  spoils  would 
distance  him.  I  admit  that  the  whole  system  is 
tending  to  corruption,  and  I  fear  it  is  ultimately 
to  uproot  the  institutions  of  the  country  from  its 
ancient  principles.  Extravagance  can  beat  Econ- 
omy any  day  in  a  public  race.  The  spoils,  the 
|50«000,000  that  are  to  eo  into  the  pockets  of  the 
office-seekers — seekers  of  )o\^s  and  all  the  et  cetera 
^-afford  the  means  by  which  the  public  money  can 
h%  taken  from  the  public  purse  and  b«  put  into  in- 


dividual purses.  Sir,  you  and  /,  though  yet  young 
men,  have  lived  long  enough  to  have  witnessed  an 
every  day  state  of  tnin^  that  pass  here  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course;  things  that  are  sustained  by  our 
Democratic  friends  everywhere;  things  that  are 
now  passed  as  a  matter  of  course,  which,  thirty 
years  a«^o,  would  not  have  received  a  second 
thought  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

I  commend  the  example  and  the  advice  of  my 
friend  from. Arkansas  to  his  Democratic  brethren. 
I  hope  they  will  profit  by  his  counseb.  I  hope 
the  country  will  be  benefited  by  them.  As  far  as 
I  can,  in  a  very  humble  way,  i  hope  to  put  my 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  cordially  cooperate  with 
him.  I  said  I  only  wanted  to  express  my  gratifi- 
cation at  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
and  to  congratulate  tlie  Democracy  that  so  gallant, 
so  stern,  so  intrepid  a  man  has  been  found  who 
will  come  forwara  and  lecture  the  evil-doers  who 
have  been  squandering  the  public  means.  I  think, 
though,  the  lecture  was  wrongly  applied,  as  re- 
gards the  other  end  of  the  avenue.  Any  money 
that  is  paid  oiit,  is  paid  outunder  the  warrant  of  law. 
I  suppose  my  fViend  would  not  have  the  Executive 
do  otherwise  than  that.  Whatever  may  be  said 
of  the  present  Executive,  any  assumption  of  doubt- 
ful power,  any  usurpation  of  power,  anything  that 
exceeds  the  Constitution  and  statutes,  cannot  be 
imputed  to  him,  successfully  at  least.  A  more 
abiding  and  subservient  Administration  to  the 
laws  and  Constitution,  this  country  has  not  pro- 
duced since  the  days  of  Washington.  But  I  am 
not  going  into  that  now;  I  have  no  feeling  for  it 
now.  But  I  will  ask  the  Senate  to  indulge  me, 
on  a  future  occasion,  to  review  a  few  of  the  very 
excellent  propositions  which  have  been  thrown 
out  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  and  let  us 
compare  notes,  running  back  thirty  or  forty  years. 
It  may  be  useful;  for  ^ally  we  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten, in  the  possession  of  power,  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is,  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  the 
point  for  which  we  set  out.  We  know  not  where 
we  are.  We  are  upon  the  broad  sea,  under  Dem- 
ocratic gales,  which  are  blowing  us  whether  upon 
rocks  or  quick-sands,  1  know  not.  Sir,  I  hardly 
think  that  those  Democratic  gales  will  bring  the 
party  into  port  on  the  next  trial.  I  think  we  haye  a 
norse  in  training,  whi<;h>  if  we  put  him  in  a  good 
condition  and  have  him  well  mounted,  without  too 
many  ofiioious  grooms,  will  not  only  beat  in  the 
next  presidential  sweepstake  any  that  may  be 
brought  to  the  post  against  him,  but  throw  his 
competitor  far  behind  even  the  distance  flag.  I 
give  way  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan may  proceed  with  his  speech.  I  shall  vote 
for  -the  postponement  of  this  subject.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  indulge  me  on  some  convenient  occa- 
sion to  review,  atmore  length,  the  excellent  speech, 
and  still  more  excellent  doctrines,  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  wish  to  say  one  word,  lest 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
kindly  intended,  T  have  no  doubt 

Mr.  MANGUM.  They  were.  I  have  great 
respect  for  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  — should  .place  me  in  a  false 
position  before  the  country /ind  before  my  party. 
He  has  represented  me'here  as  a  Goliath,  i  had 
rather,  on  this  occasion,  and  on  any  other  occa- 
sion, occupy,  as  far  as  my  humble  ability  would 
permit  me,  the  position  of  David,  who  was  a  very 
small  individual,  and  very  feeble  in  himself,  but 
in  whose  hands,  when  inspired  with  truth,  and 
in  a  just  cause,  with  his  simple  instrument  of  a 
sling ,Hhe  pebble  of  truth  was  successful  in  strik- 
ing the  Goliath  of  the  enemy.  I  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  lecturing  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long. My  position  in  the  country  is  too  humble, 
and -I  am  too  young  a  Senator,  to  undertake  to 
stand  up  here  and  assume  the  position  of  a  leader 
or  lecturer  of  my  party.  I  am  an  humble  soldier 
in  the  ranks.  I  simply  rose  to  speak  of  the  mo- 
tiyes  and  considerations  which  govern  me,  and  to 
express,  not  so. much  for  Senatore  as  for  my  con- 
stituents— for  I  believe  we  all  speak  somewhat  for 
Buncombe — the  ground  upon  which  I  stood,  and 
to  show  them  that  not  only  had  I  made  these 
pledges,  and  fousrht  the  battle  with  them  at  home 
upon  these  principles,  but  that  I  have  felt,  as\h'eir 
representative,  it  my  duty  to  fight  the  battle  upon 
this  more  elevated  and  more  extended  field. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 
RAILROADS   IN  IOWA. 

The  Senate  retumedf  as  in.  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  enntinf  tin 
right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  tkt 
State  of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the  constrortion  of  c^nag 
railroads  in  said  State,  the  peodifig  quesuoobcief 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ukoerwooo. 

Mr.  CASS  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  for 
near  an  hour  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  wot  folioved 
by  Mr.  DOWNS  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  addressed  the  Senate aeust 
the  bill.  ^ 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  b  the  Apps* 
dix.l 

After  Mr.  Brodhead  concluded. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  March  15, 1852.  m 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Pnjer 
by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F-  Mosgan. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approtti 

The  SPEAKER.  Thefiratbusmessiflonki 
the  call  of  the  States  for  petitions. 

ADDITIONAL  PAGES, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  ask  theuiBi- 
imous  consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  foOoriif 
resolution. 

It  was  read  for  information,  as  followi: 

Aetolpcd,  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Boom  ht  nta- 
Ised,  with  the  eoMeni  of  the  Speaker,  to  ^ipoiM  kneai- 
ditiooal  pages  oo  t^  floor  of  tbe  House. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resoIotioB  m 
introduced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  state,  with  n^tt 
this  resolution,  as  it  is  one  introduced  by  mjii^, 
that  I  have  offered  it  for  the  purpose  of  (aeiliatii< 
the  business  of  the  House,  and  for  the  cooreiumx 
of  the  members.  There  are  but  twelve  pagan 
the  floor  of  the  House,  under  the  existing  mala- 
tion;  yet  that  number  has  to  wait  upon  the  tvo 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  members  and  ddcfits 
in  this  House.  To  judge  of  this  matter,  ob  ^ 
grounds  of  necessity  and  economy,  as  we  oif 
do  in  some  measure  by  reference  to  the  itiuif 
things  in  the  other  branch  of  Congren.  1  ^ 
state  that  that  body  have  eleven  pages  to  wait  opts 
only  sixty-two  eentlemen.  Now,  ifwewertio 
have  upon  that  basis  a  mmiber  in  proportiofi  10 
the  number  of  gentlemen  upon  whom  ihtj  hm 
to  wait,  we  should  have  forty-two  pages  upon  ito 
floor  instead  of  twelve.  I  ask  now  whethff,  un- 
der this  state  of  facts,  it  is  unreasonable  that  tiw 
House  should  have  fifteen  pages  ?  It  is  tbe  expe 
rience,  at  least,  of  those  occupyrag  the  beck  waH, 
if  not  those  upon  the  front  seats,  that  tbey  han 
very  often  to  wait  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  they 
can  get  a  pagre  to  attend  upon  them,  upon  mattai 
connected  with  the  public  business.  It  i»  «7 
often  even  found  necessary  to  send  upon  ^^^ 
ness  of  the  members  one  of  the  door-Kcepen  ww 
is  placed  to  guard  the  entrance  of  this  HtlKu- 
der  these  circumstances,  I  believe  that  die  r^ 
tion,  increasing  the  number  from  twelve  tofifte*. 
ought  to  be  passed.  I  call  the  previoui  q«e«i»D 
upon -the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  upon  tW 
motion  demand  tellers.  . 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messre.  £1x6, « 
New  York, -and  Clingman  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  lew* «• 
ported-^yes  78,  noes  28;  no  quorum  rotuif. 

Several  Members.    Call  the  roll!      ,     ... 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  rule  by  wJu" 
the  roll  can  be  called  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  f  ask  the  own""*^ **! 
sent  of  the  House  to  present  certain  reeo  ottfw 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  P^r'.'t, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  •J^f^  T 
to  know  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  ib« 
resolution.  ,    •_, 

The  SPEAKER.    There  can  be  no  bo«D«> 
transacted  unUI  it  is  ascertained  Uiai  then  o 
quorum  present.  ^  .  ,,v, 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.    I  move tolayuw 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  upon  that  nwuon 
call  the  yeas  and  nays.  ,        .^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  would  Kke  to  know  bo* 
the  genUeman  from  Tennessee  can  iw« 

The  SPEAKER.  According  to  the  r^^ 
der  of  proceeding,  it  must  first  be  Mcen*^ 
whether  there  is  a  quorum.  ,„ 

[Cries of  "  Recount!"  "Recount!  -J 
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The  SPEAKER.  With  unanimous  consent 
another  count  may  be  had. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  tellers  again 
reaumed  their  places. 

The  question  was  again  taken,  and  the  tellers 
reported — syes  106,  noes  25. 

oo  the  previous  question  received  a  second;  and 
the  main  ouestion  was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  JOKES,  of  Tennessee.  I  now  more  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  upon  that  mo> 
tion  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  1  beg  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  whether  there  is 
any  difference  between  voting  against  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  and  voting  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table  ?  Let  him  call  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  if  he  desires  them. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  have  no  objection  to  that.  If 
the  gentleman  desires  it,  I  will  withdraw  the  mo« 
tion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  and  call  for  the  yeiM 
and  nays  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  tmd  the  ques- 
tion bemg  taken,  tne  result  was — yeas  75,  nays 
91 — as  foUows: 

YEAS-  MoAra.  AbercroraMe,  Aiken,  WMIIaro  Apple- 
ton,  Aahtt,  Bftrdett,  Bennett,  Bibiffbaut,  John  H.  Boyd, 
Bnigf,  Brmkinridfe,  Brenton,  Brigfis,  BrooK*,  Albert  G. 
BrowM,  Oeoiie  H.  Brown,  Barrows,  Busby.  E.  Carrington 
Cabell,  Thompaon  Campbell,  Chandler,  Cbapaian,  Con- 
mail.  Cullon,  Dawion,  Doty,  Duncan^^niundMn,  Henry 
M.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gorman,  Haw*,  Henn.  Holla- 
day,  Tbomas  M.  Howe,  James  Johnson,  Oeorg^  6.  King, 
Martin,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  Morrison,  Nabera,  Newton, 
Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penn,  Pennlman, 
Porter,  Price,  Savage,  Scbermerhom,  Schoolcraft,  Scud- 
der.  Scurry,  David  L.  Spymour,  Orlfen  8.  Seymour,  Smart, 
Stanly,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  St. 
Martin,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Benjamin  Thompson, 
Tburston^JVaUace,  Walsh,  Ward.  Washburn,  Welch,  Al- 
exander White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilhams— 75. 

NATS— Messrs.  WiHis  Alien,  Allison,  Avorett,  Bab- 
cock,  Thomas  U.  Bayly,  Barrere,  Beale,  Bacock,  Joseph 
Cat»le.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  CaMkie,  Church  well.  Clark, 
Cieveund,  CHnsman,  Cobb,  Daniel,  John  6.  Davis,  Dim- 
mick,  Oockery,I>unham,Durkee,£dfferton,  FickHo,  Fitch, 
Floyd,  Fowler,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gaylord,  Oiddings, 
Goodeoow,  Grow,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harper,  Isham  G.  Har- 
ris, SampMn  W.  Harris,  HascaU,  Raven,  Hendricks,  Hib> 
bard,  Hillyer,  Hoislbrd,  Houston,  Howard,  Thomas  Y. 
How,  Ives.  Jackson,  Jenkins,  John  Johnson,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Jones.  Georae  W.  Jonfm,  J.  Glancy 
Jones,  Prei|ttm  King,  Kunns.  Kurtz,  Landry,  Letcher, 
Lockbart,  Mason,  McLanafaan,  McMullen,  McNair, 
Meacham,  Meade,  Miller,  Mitlson,  Mnlony,  John  Moore, 
Murray,  Olds,  Peasleo.  Perkins,  Pheips,  Polk,  Riddle, 
Bobbins,  Ross,  Smith,  Snow.  Bentamin  Stanton,  Abr'm  P. 
Stevens,  Stratfoo,  George  W.  Thompron,  Townshend. 
Tuck,  Watkibs,  Wells,  WUdrick,  and  Woodward— 91. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
|tist  taken,  by  which  the  House  rejected  that  res- 
olution. 

I  make  that  motion  for  the  purpose  of  stating 
to  the  House  a  few  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
I  do  not  beliete  the  House  fully  understand  that 
resolution,  or  they  would  not  refuse  to  pass  it.  I 
will  prelude  that  statement,  however,  by  saying, 
that  during  my  connection  with  this  or  any  pre- 
ceding Congress,  I  have  never  refused,  by  my 
rotes,  to  take  nvy  share  of  the  responsibility  in 

g'ving  to  this  House,  and  to  its  businessi  every 
cility  that  could  possibly  be  required.  1  do  not 
fear,  m  going  before  my  constituents,  being  at- 
tacked upon  the  subject  of  mileage,  or  the  passage 
of  any  pitiful  object  of  expenditure  like  the  pres- 
ent, for  the  convenience  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  for  which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  fearful 
to  vote. 

Now,  und^r  the  present  law  of  the.  House,  as 
I  remarked  on  mtroducing  this  resolution,  we  have 
twelve  pages,  while  we  have  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  gentlemen  to  be  waited  on.  Boys  have 
been  recalled  from  th6  folding-room  attached  to 
this  House,  where  they  ought  to  be  attending  to 
their  appropriate  duties,  to  perform  the  duties  le- 

fitimately  belonging  to  the  pafi^es  of  the  House, 
iut  in  addition  to  this,  it  often  happens — as  every 
gentleman  here  has  seen,  or,  at  least,  I  have  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  seen — that  there  are 
times,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  you  cannot 
find  a  single,  solitary  paee  upon  this  floor. 

Now,  if  gentlemen  wOl  not  vote  this  addition 
of  three  to  the  number  of  pages,  increasing  the 
whole  number  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  it  must  be 
fit>m  some  mistaken  idea  in  regard  to  the  economy 
of  the  measure.  Some  gentlemen  decline  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  for  that  reason,  and  yet  I  wilt 
venture  to  say,  these  same  gentlemen  will  send  off 
the  pages  from  the  House  to  various  parts  of  the 
city  to  attend  to  their  own  private  business,  and 
then  say  we  have  enough.    We  have  not  enough, 


sir.  I  do  not  object  to  their  sending  them  upon 
their  own  private  business;  for  they  are  here  for 
that  purpose,  in  order  that  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves may  retain  their  seats  in  the  Hall  and 
attend  to  the  public  business.  But  twelve  of  these 
men  have  only  to  send  each  a  page  to  attend  to 
his  own  business,  and  there  is  not  one  left  upon 
the  floor. 

There  is  another  inconvenience  connected  with 
the  subject,  t  It  is  this:  Members  who  are  here 
must  be  served.  And  when  they  cannot  find  a 
page,  a  doorkeeper  is  the  next  best  man,  and  the 
very  officer  who  is  placed  here  for  the  maintenance 
of  order  in  this  Hall,  is  s^nt  away  from  his  posi- 
tion to  do  the  business  of  a  single  member. 

Under  these  circumstances,  an  increase  of  force 
is  asked,  and  of  how  many  ?  Why,  of  three.  1 
have  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  Senate.  I  know 
that  all  kinds  of  reproaches  have  been  dealt  against 
the  Senate  on  account  of  extravagance,  but  it  is 
impossible  that  they  should  be  so  utterly  unrea- 
sonable in  this  matter.  But  if  you  will  go  into 
that  Hall,  you  will  find  that  with  sixty-two  mem- 
bers only,  they  have  eleven  pages  to  serve  them. 
Then  come  into  this  Hall,  and  you  find  that  with 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eeven  members  and  dele* 
gates,  and  with  a  much  greater  area  to  travel  over, 
we  have  but  twelve  pages.  Now,  work  it  out  by 
the  rule  of  three,  if  you  please,  and  you  will  find 
that  upon  the  senatorial  basis  of  elfeven  pages  to 
sixty-two,  it  would  give  us,  for  the  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  members,  forty -two  pages.  Why, 
sir,  there  were  formerly  but  eight  pages  allowed  to 
this  House.  Mr.  John  Cluincy  Adams,  during 
his  last  term  in  this  House,  I  think,  introduced  a 
resolution,  which  was  passed,  to  increase  the  num- 
ber four,  that  is,  from  eight  to  twelve.  This  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  increase  of  members, 
and  business. 

As  I  remarked  in  the  outset,  I  have  made  this 
motion  to  reconsider  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
these  fkctn  before  the  House,  and  ror  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  it  is  reasonable  that  these  addi- 
tional pages^hould  be  appointed.  Now,  I  hope 
l^entlemen  will  give  every  vote  that  is  necessary  to 
&cilitate  them  in  their  business,  and  to  extend  that 
convenience  to  the  members  which  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  render  necessary,  tmd  that  it 
will  not  again  be  rejected  from  any  pitiful  notion 
of  economy. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi.  For  the  infor- 
mation of  the  members  of  the  House,  I  will  state 
that  two  of  the  boys  acting  upon  this  floor  as 
pages,  are  not  pages  in  point  of  fact.  They  stay 
nere  by  the  mere  permission  of  the  doorkeeper. 
They  are  connected  with  the  folding-room,  but 
they  were  needed  here,  and  they  were  brought 
here  accordingly.  They  are  not  authorized  to  be 
here  by  any  existing  resolution  of  the  House,  and 
are  therefore  not  entided  to  compensation.  They 
may  be  sent  away,  or  withdrawn,  at  any  moment 
they  think  proper.  If  gentlemen  suppose  that 
there  are  more  boys  than  ought  to  be  here,  then 
they  need  not  pass  this  resolution.  But  if  these 
boys  stay  here,  and  are  necessary  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  members,  then  let  them  be  covered 
by  this  resolution.  If  they  are  not  proper  boys, 
why,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  Doorkeeper  and 
Speaker  will  dismiss  them,  and  put  others  in  their 
places.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  if  the 
resolution  is  voted  down,  you  subject  yourselves 
to  the  inconvenience  of  Imving  two  or  the  boys 
now  here  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  not,  sir, 
obtained  the  floor  because  I  fed  that  any  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr. 
Johnson]  apply  to  me. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  that  I  did  not  design 
to  apply  any  portion  of  my  reinarks  to  him.  If 
he  has  understood  it  so,  he  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  knew  the  gentleman  could  not 
so  intend.  He  has  been  here  a  sufficient  length  of 
time  to  know,  at  least,  that  I  am  not  in  the  cate- 
gory of  those  who  dodge  responsibility— of  those 
who  vote  against  a  measure  because  a  clamor  may 
be  raised  in  their  district  for  voting  for  a  measure 
to  which  the  constituency  may  be  opposed.  Sir, 
perhaps  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  my  constituents 
tcnow  how  many  pages  Uiere  are  upon  this 
floor.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  even  that 
number  of  them  who  know  that  we  have  pages. 
[Laughter.]  I  am  certain  I  have  never  heard  the 
subject  mentioned  by  any  candidate  in  my  dis- 


trict, or  any  of  that  class  of  subjects.  Certainly  I 
have  never  alluded  to^tbem,  and  perhaps  1  have  as 
little  to  fear  or  to  anticipate  as  any  one  else,  from 
his  constituents  upon  this  subject.  I  have  the 
proud  consolation  to  know,  whether  deservedly  or 
not,  that  1  have,  for  the  period  of  nearly  twenty 

J  ears,  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  my  constituents, 
ly  course  here  is  dictated,  I  feel  confident  in 
saying,  by  what  I  believe  to  be  right,  regardless 
of  consequences.  • 

Now,  sir,  I  voted  against  the  resolution  which 
has  been  rejected.  And  why  did  t  »o  vote?  Be* 
cause  I  believe,  from  my  experience  upon  this 
floor,  that  an  increase  of  the  number  of  pages  is 
uncalled  for  by  the  public  service.  If  I  am  correct 
in  my  information,  there  are  now  twelve  pages 
upon  this  floor,  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  and  appointed  by  the  Doorkeeper.  What 
are  the  li^itimate  and  appropriate  duties  of  these 
boys?  Ti)  run  on  errands  and  messages  through 
the  city  ?  No,  sir.  Their  legitimate  duty  is  to  be 
here  upon  this  floor,  and  to  carry  papers  from  the 
members  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  in  going  back 
and  forward  throueh  the  House  and  to  the  post 
oflice  on  members*  business,  and  in  folding  their 
papers  wlien  they  desire,  and  in  doing  anything 
nere  which  members  may  think  proper. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  perhaps  as  little  use  for  the 
services  of  pages  as  any  other  individual  upon 
this  floor.  1  c^l  upon  them  as  seldom,  perhaps, 
as  any  member  upon  this  floor,  and  I  do  say,  tnat 
so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  that  the  twelve  pages 
are  a  sufficient  number  to  do  all  the  legitimate  du- 
ties required  of  them.  Suppose  that  occasionally, 
once  in  a  week  or  once. in  a  month,  the  boys  may 
all  be  employed, and  each  member  who  may  want 
the  services  of  a  page  cannot  for  the  moment 
command  them,  would  it  not  be  better  to  subiect 
ourselves  to  that  slight  inconvenience,  rather  tnan 
have  a  superabundance  of  them  upon  the  floor, 
and  nearly  all  the  time  in  the  way?  Now,  we 
have  been  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Brown]  that  there  are  two  boys  here 
who  are  not  appointed  under  the  resohition  of  the 
House.  There  are  twelve  pages  who  are  ap- 
pointed, and  perhaps  if  we  shall  pass  this  resolu- 
tion to  appoint  the  three  additional  ones,  the  Door- 
keeper, having  some  favorites  to  bring  in,  may 
turn  out  some  of  the  boys  who  have  been  here 
associated  with  the  members,  and  who  will,  when 
they  learn  that  they  are  to  be  turned  out,  excite 
the  sympathies  of  the  memberu,  and  then  applica- 
tion will  be  made  to  increase  the  ntunber,  in  order 
that  the  Doorkeeper  may* retain  their  services. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  If  there  is  any 
such  case  as  that,  I  have  never  heard  of  it;  and  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  such  a  cas^.  and  I  never 
will  believe  it  until  the  gentleman  shall  state  that 
there  is  such  a  case. 

'  Mr.  JONES.  I  do  not  know  of  such  a  case; 
but  it  is  said  that  there  are  two  boys  who  have 
been  here  all  the  session  without  pay,  and  were 
here  during  the  last  Congress,  and  are  to  be  turned 
out  now  unless  there  can  be  an  increase  of  the 
number. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  1  will  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman in  regard  to  his  statement  about  the  Door- 
keeper turning  out  some  and  putting  in  others,  that 
it  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  this  resolution;  and 
I  will  ask  the  gentleman  to  say  what  it  has  to  do 
with  the  resolution,  because  the  Doorkeeper  can, 
in  any  event,  retain  or  turn  them  out  at  his  pleas- 
ure. I  am  authorized  to  cx>ntradict  any  impression 
that  may  exist  even  from  inference,  and  to  say 
that  there  is  no  such  case,  for  the  Doorkeeper  does 
not  threaten  to  turn  out  a  single  one  of  them. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  know  of  two  pages  in  the  last 
Congress,  who,  having  been  superseded  by  the 
present  Doorkeeper,  have  been  on  the  floor  during 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  it  is  probable  that 
there  are  a  dozen  who  have  been  superseded.  I  do 
not  know  but  that  the  whole  of  the  present  num- 
ber are  new  pages.  There  is  but  one,  if  any, 
waiting  for  reappointment  under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MASON,  There  have  been  applications 
made  to  me  by  two  boys  who  were  here  during 
the  last  Congress,  and  have  been  here  this  month 
for  pay.  They  were  superseded,  I  understand, 
but  remained  here,  and  offer  to  Berre  the  House, 
if  they  can  be  permitted  to  stay,  for  jj^  a  month 
instead  of  $60,  which  is  the  usual  compensation 
of  pages.  You  can  procure  five  hundred  boys  in 
town  to  serve  for  |25  a  month. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.  In  regard  to  that  one,  (noint- 
ing  at  a  pagre  in  front  of  the  Clerk's  desk,)  I  will 
state  that  he  never  waa  in  here  until  this  session. 
So  my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Masok]  is 
mistaKen  in  that  case. 

Mr.  MASON.  We  told  them  we  had  no  au- 
thority to  pay  them,  and  that  the  House  had  the 
control  of  the  whole  thing.  I  happen  to  be  upon 
the  Committee  of  Accounts,  where  1  find  out  that 
thefe  are  a  number  of  persons  who  have  a  number 
of  boys,  more  than  they  have  any  employment 
for,  and  they  are  at  me  daily  and  hourly  to  get 
them  employment;  and  because  I  am  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Accounts,  they  seem  to  suppose 
that  I  have  particular  influence  Mrith  the  ofHoers  of 
the  House.  They  are  smart,  intelligent,  clever, 
active  boys',  who  would  like  to  ^et  fjSO  a  month, 
and  $200  or  5^0  at  the  end  of  tne  session. 

So  far  as  these  boys  are  needed  by  the  House 
for  the  public  service,  I  go,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  does,  [Mr.  Jones,]  for  their  appoint- 
ment. Those  who  are  employed  now  are  good, 
patient,  active,  and  intelligent  boys,  and'will  be, 
when  they  get  experience,  fullv  able  to  perform 
all  the  duties  required  by  the  House.  Most  of 
the  old  ones  were  turned  out;  but  these  are  im- 
proving every  day,  and  doubtless  will  render, 
after  a  little  more  experience,  all  the  service  that 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  desires  of  them;  and 
I  suppose  that  we  need  no  more.  That  is  my 
judgment  of  the  matter.  There  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  seeking  employment,  and  I  wish  every- 
body had  $25  or  $50  a  month,  [laughter;]  Init  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  put  every  one  upon  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  House.  The  number  is 
already  enormous.  We  have  forty  different  clerks 
in  this  House  who  are  paid  out  of  it  already. 

Mr.  JONES,  i  concur  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mason,]  and  would  rejoice 
if  all  these  boys  could  be  employed.  We  have 
them  here,  and  they  are  an  active,  sprightly,  and 
as  accommodating  as  any  I  have  ever  seen  in  the 
House;  but  I  must  act  upon  my  judgment  and 
conviction,  that  twelve  is  a  sufficient  number  for 
the  busiaess  of  this  House,  and  1  cannot  consent 
to  vote  for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia*  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  minds  of  members  are  made  up 
upon  the  resolution,  and  wanting  to  proceed  to 
some  business,  which  I  can  only  do  to-day,  1  call 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustained, 
and  the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  FOWLER  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  79,  nays  88;  as  follow; 

TEAS— Messrs.  Willi*  Allen,  Allison,  Avereitj  Babcock, 
Barrere,  Deale,  Buell,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  I).  Campbell, 
Caskfe,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clinnnan,  Cobb,  DanieL  John 
Q.  Davii,  Dimmick,  Dockcry,  Uuuham,  Edcerton,  Evons, 
Faulkner,  Fioklin,  Floyd,  Fowler,  Ooylora,  Goodenow, 
Gorman,  Grow,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harper,  iMham  O.  Harris, 
HaAcall.  Haven,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Homford, 
Howard,  Thomas  Y.  How,  Ives,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  John  Johnson,  George  W.  Jonoa,  Preston  King, 
Kubns,  Knrtti,  LeicJrcr.  Mace^  Humphrey  Mnrshnll,  Martin, 
Mftnon,  McLanahan,  McMuUin,  Meade,  Miller.  MillM)n, 
Moorehead,  Murray,  Old*,  Peasl^e,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Riddle, 
Robbtns,  Ross,  Smith,  Benjamin  Stanton,  Strattgn,  Georf« 
W.  Thompson,  Towusbend,  Tuck,  Watkins,  Wells,  Ad- 
dison White,  and  Wildrick— 79. 

NAYS — MemsM.  Abercrombic,  Aiken,  Andrews,  John 
Appleton,  WHIlam  Appleton,  Ashe,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
BarUctc  Beanett,  Bibt||haas,  Bocock,  John  H.  Boyd,  Breck- 
inridse,  Brentou,  Bri^s,  Brooks,  Albert G.  Brown,  George 
H.  Brown,  Burrows,  Busby,  Thompson  (Campbell,  Chand- 
ler, Chapman,  Churchwell,  Colcook,  Coitman,  Cullom, 
Curtis.  Dawson,  Doty,  Duncan,  Edmundson,  Gentry,  Gid- 
din«s,  Gilmore,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  HawD.Bebard,  Henn, 
HoUadav.  Houston,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  James  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Johnsim,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Landry,  McDonald, 
Mcducen,  Meacham,  Molony,  John  Moore,  Morrij*oii, 
Nabers,  Newton,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Pamuel  VV.  Parker, 
Penn,  Pennimatu  Price,  Richardson,  Sackett,  Schermer- 
hom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  Bciidder,  Scurry,  David 
L,  Seymour,  Driven  S.  Seymour,  Smart,  Snow,  Stanly, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Abr'm  P.  Stevens,  Martin,  Stnart, 
Sutherland,  Tavlor,  Thurston,  Wallace.  Walsh.  Ward, 
Washburn,  Welch,  Alexander  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
and  Woodward — 88. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate 
at  the  hands  of  Asburt  Dickens,  Esq.,  their 
Secretary,  informing  the  House  of  the  passage, 
by  that  body,  of  certain  bills.] 

Tlie  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
stder 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  demanded  tlie 
previous  question,  whidi  received  a  second;  and 


the  main  question,  being  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  tht  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 

to  reconsider,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  aMrma* 

tive — yeas  94,  nays  81;  as  follow: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abercroiubie,  Aiken,  Andrews,  John  A  p- 
pleton,  William  Appleton,  Ame,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, Bart- 
lett.  Bell,  Bennett,  Bibighaus,  John  H.  Boyd,  Bragg,  Breck- 
inridge, Brenton,  Briggs,  Brook«,  AlbertG.  Brown,  George 
H.  Brown.  Burrows,  Busby,  E.Carrington  Cabell,  Tbomp> 
son  Campt)ell,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Conger,  Cottroan,  Cul- 
lom, Curtis,  Dawson,  Doty,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Edmundson, 


Jones,  Landry,  McCorkle,  McDonald,  Mci^ucen,  Meach- 
am, Molony,  John  Moore,  Morrison,  Murray,  Nabers, 
Newton,  Orr,  Andrew  Parker,  Samuel  W.  Parker,  Penn, 
Penniman,  Porter,  Price,  Sackett,  Savage,  Scfae/meiiiom, 
Schoolcraft,  Scboonmaker,  Scuddcr,  Scurry,  David  L. 
Seymour,  Origen  8.  Seymour,  Smart,  8now,Stanly,  Fred- 
erick P.  Stanton,  St.  Martin,  Stuart,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Thurtiton,  Wallace.  Walsh,  Ward.  Washburn.  Welch, 
Alexander  White,  Williams,  and  Woodward— 94. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Willis  Allen.  Allioou.  Avereti,  Babcock, 
Barrere.  Beale,  Bocock,  Buell,  Joseph  Cable,  Lewis  D. 
Campbell,  CarUer,  Caskie,  Churchwell,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Clingman,  Cobb,  Colcock,  Daniel,  John  G.  Davis,  Dim- 
mick. Dockery,  uurkee,  Eastman,  Evans,  I^ulkner,  Fick- 
lin,  Flojd,  Fowler.  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gaylord,  Good- 
enow, Grow,  Hamilton.  Harper,  Isbam  G.  Harris,  Hascall, 
Haven,  Hendricks,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  Horsford, Thomas  V. 
How,  Ives,  JackW>n,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Jufansou,  John  John- 
ton,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  W.  Jones,  Prenton  King, 
Kurtz.  Letcher,  Mace,  Humphrev  Marshall.  Martin.  Ma- 
son, McLanahan,  McMulIln,  Meade,  Miller,  Millson, 
Moretaead,  Olds,  Peaalee,  Perkins.  Phelps,  Rhrbardson, 
Riddle,  BLoss,  Smith,  Benjandn  Stanton,  Abraham  P. 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Creorge  W.  Thompson,  Town«hendy 
Tuck,  Watkins,  Wells,  Addison  White,  and  Wildrick— 81. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  Question  now  being  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  FICKLIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  I  understood  from  some 
gentleman  I  that  if  the  motion  was  reconsidered, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Johi^son] 
would  modify  his  resolution  somewhat.  This  1 
understood,  not  from  the  gentleman  himself,  but 
from  another  member.  Was  there  such  an  un- 
derstanding ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  With  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House,  I  will  mrnlify  the  resolution  so 
that,  iustead  of  there  being  added  three  to  the 
number  of  pages,  provided  for  by  the  resolution, 
there  shall  ue  exactly  the  number  we  have  now 
upon  the  floor.  If  1  have  unanimous  consent,  I 
will  make  that  modification,  and  not  otherwise. 

There  was  no  objection  to  the  modification. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered;  upon  a 
division  there  being — ayes  24,  noes  114. 

Mr.  McMULLIN  demanded  tellers;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.     1  rise  to  a 
j  privileged  question.    I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
oy  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  It  has  been  recon- 
sidered once. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  having  been  reconsidered 
once,  it  is  not  competent  to  reconsider  it  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  to  offer  some  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  was  going  to  make  an  ap- 

Peal  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
'helps,]  to  let  ine  have  the  floor  to  make  a  mo- 
tion that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  shall  call  up  the  contested 
election  case,  as  a  privileged  question,  it  will  con- 
sume the  whole  of  the  time  accorded  by  the  House 
to  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill,  lo  which 
I  directed  attention  a  few  days  since. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
my  friend  from  Alabama,  I  have  to  say  that  it  is 
right  this  question  should  be  disposed  of  soon. 
It  is  liable  to  be  cttlled  up  at  any  time,  and  it  may 
be  in  my  absence. 

I  CLAIMS  OF  MILITARY  OFFICERS. 

■     Mr.  STEPHENS,  of  Georgia.    If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me,  I  appeal  to  the  House  for  its 
I  unanimous  consent  to  take  up,  from  the  Speaker's 


table,  Senate  bill  No.  44,  and  refer  it  to  tb  Min- 
tary  Committee.  It  is  a  bill  providing  for  tbe  m, 
tlement  of  claims  of  officers,  who  recei?«d  moon 
during  the  Mexican  wtur.  One  distingujihed  oS- 
cer  (Ueneral  Riley)  has  been  here  at  t  high  M^ 
sonal  expense,  for  two  or  three  monihji.  It  n  t 
matter  of  importance  to  him,  that  this  bill  ihodd 
be  acted  upoin.  There  can  be  no  objectioii  to  ui 
being  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Coramiuet^i 
Military  Aflairs. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  bill,  being  an  act  in  addition  to,andaniod- 
atory  of,  an  act  entitled  '*  An  aa  to  proridfibr 
the  settlement  of  accounts  of  public  officen  td 
others,  who  may  have  received  moneys  «ri«^ 
from  military  contributions  or  otherwise  in  Mcl- 
CO,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  wu  mi  i 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  refund  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  in  my  hands  meno- 
rials  and  petitions,  which  I  desire  to  submit  tti 
have  referred  to  a,  committee. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  FROM  N^W  MEXICO. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  cannot  yield  further,  I  inos 
insist  upon  going  on  with  my  privileged  qtKMioi!. 
'  On  the  other  day  I  presented^to  the  House  tht 
memorial  of  A.  W.  Reynolds,  contettiog  the  jidi 
of  the  present  Delegate  from  New  Mexico  [Mr. 
Weigrthan]  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  At  tim 
time,  I  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  ditcauioi 
of  the  merits  of  the  question ;  nor  do  I  at  thii  ne> 
meni,  for  I  will  do  nothing—^ 

Mr.  HOUSTbN.^.  With  the  permission  of  tif 

fentleman  from  Missouri,  I  will  interrupt  ium. 
was  not  here  when  the  gentleman  submitted  ha 
remarks  a  few  days  ago,  upon  the  introdoctioD  «f 
the  memorial  relative  to  the  riffht  of  the  pr«at 
Deleffale  from  New  Mexico  to  nis  seat;  and  if  the 
whole  merits  of  the  proposition  shaH  be  gone  into 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  memorial  and  mne 
its  reference  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  ifr 
quiring  into  the  matter,  it,  seems  to  me  that tk 
whole  time  of  the  ensuing  week  will  be  cootuiofd 
If  the  debate  has  not  proceeded  so  far  aa  thiitk 

fntleman  will  be  compelled  to  pursuit  fiirtliff. 
would  be  glad,  if  it  would  comport  'wilt  ha 
notions  as  weu  as  those  of  the  Ddo^ate,  to  let  iht 
reference  be  made  without  delay.  Then,  upon  Ae 
report  of  that  committee,  the  whole  merits  of  lie 
question  can  be  discussed. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  wUl  give  a  word  of  expU»- 
tion  to  my  friend  from  Alabama,  and  it  ii  due 
when  I  presented  the  memorial,  I  confined  iny«df 
briefly  to  the  allegations  contained  in  it.  l«ri»" 
mitted  it  under  ihe  rule  which  requires  a  member, 
presenting  a  petition,  to  auccincily  suite  iu  pointi. 
After  having  done  that,  I  moved  that  ihemenwnil 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  wd  ^ 
printed;  and  upon  that  I  remarked,  as  charges hsd 
been  made  against  Governor  Calhoun  of  wmjpi 
interference  in  the  elections  in  New  MexicOi  tin 
I  proposed  to  submit  a  few  words  in  relation  to 
that  matter.  That  is  the  condition  of  tbe  ca«e.  I 
had  not  previous  to  that  time  intended  lo  hare 
said  anytuing  in  relation  to  the  right  of  ihegen«* 
roan  from  New  Mexico  to  a  seat  upon  this  ioar. 
I  did  not  desire  to  do  anything  which  might  prt- 
judice  his  interests.  At  a  subsequent  time,  w»  J** 
ing  present,  the  gentleman  from  New  Mexico  it- 
sirea  to  debate  this  matter. 

Mr.  HOtJSTON.  I  understand,  then,  that  ay 
friend  from  Missouri  has  not  gone  into  die  w* 
cussion  that  will  necessarily  grow  up  coooeeii* 
with  the  right  of  the  Delegate  to  occupy  a  s«J 
upon  this  floor.  And  his  proposition  nov,  u  * 
understand  it  correctly,  is,  that  he  will  go  intt« 
discussion  of  the  charges  which  have  been  mw* 
against  the  Governor  of^that  Territory  witi  ltf«^ 
ence  to  corrrupt  interferences  by  hira  in  «****' 
tions  of  New  Mexico.  If  the  geaUemsn  fro« 
Missouri  persisu  in  that  course  of  argumj"* 
desire  to  submit  to  the  Chair  this  point  of  ordw-- 
whether  in  the  House,  in  reference  to  n**"*^ 
contesting  the  right  of  the  Delegate  from  *w 
Mexico  to  his  seat,  it  is  in  order  to  duciifl  w 
corruptions  charged  against  the  Governor  of  "» 
Territory?  My  object  in  doin^  so  is  to  safest* 
which  I  desire  to  be  appropriated  to  w^^  "^' 
ness.    I  make  that  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.    In  reply  to  tbe  Sf^ 
from  Alabama,  the  Chair  would  'f^\^g^ 
motion  is  made  to  commit  and  to  print,  ^'^* 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  must  open  up  wW«««^ 
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connects  itseir  with  the  right  of  th«  sitting  mem- 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  true.  I  do  not  nre- 
lend  to  question  the  right  of  the  Delegate  or  or  the 

?entlem?ui  to  discuss  eirerything  connected  with 
is  right  to  his  seat;  but  my  friend  proposes  todis* 
cuss  charges  of  corruption  against  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  connected,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  will  remember. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  With  the  elections  of  that 
Territory. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  overrules  the  point 
of  order  as  at  pr^ent  presented. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     After  the  interruption  of  my 

frieiKl  from  Alabama,  I  proceed  lo  advert  to  the 

ciiarge  which  is  made  in  the  memorial  upon  the 

point   which   I   now  propose  to  discuss.     The 

second  atlegatioa  charges  the  Governor  of  New 

Mexico: 

"  Vow  memarialiac  eharf  es  Chat  the  Governor  of  New 
Mexico  ezerei«ed  a  cormpt  iiifliieiice  iu  the  Tenilory  gen- 
»rmlfy ,  in  favor  of  the  Del<tg&te  who  ii  rftnnied  a^  eleeted, 
HiU*  ppevimu  to  aiU  daring  the  peodfiney  of  che  election."  j- 

I  entertain  the  opinion  that  if  there  is  evidence 
endinr  to  show  that  this  charge  is  substantiated 
>r  ccHikl  be  substantiated — that  the  Governor  of 
>ne  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  has  in- 
erfereJ  in  the  elections  which  have  taken  place  in 
he  Territory  of  which  he  is  the  chief  magistrate — . 
hat  it  ia  a  matter  of  proper  animadversion  upon 
he  part  of  the  legislauve  department  of  this  Crov- 
trnment.  The  only  redress  which  can  be  admin- 
ntered  ia  that  made  at  the  oiher  end  of  the  avenue, 
t>y  the  decapitation  of  that  man  who  will  prosti- 
tute hia  official  station  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
partjr  purposes  and*  party  views.  On  the  other 
day*  when  this  memorial  was  presented,  a  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Johnson]  inquired  of  me 
what  evidence  I  hadof  a  corrupt  interference  upon 
the  part  of  the  Governor  of  that  Territory  in  elec- 
tiona.  I  do  not  come  here  with  legal  testimony 
taken  in  the  court  of -justice  or  before  a  judicial 
officer,  but  I  propose  to  speak  of  public  acts  and 
pablic  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  in  that 
Territory  and  under  the  very  nose  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, which  thus  far  have  been  permitted  to  ^ 
uncontradicted,  or  at  any  rate,  not  contradicted  m 
the  manner  in  which  these  charges  were  made 
against  him.  If  1  find  a  gentleman  of  respectability 
charging  that  a  man  has  been  interfering:  in  elec- 
tions, I  do  not  desire  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  testimony;  and  if  I  am  satisfied  that  that  gen- 
tleman IS  a  man  of  respectability  and  truth,  I  have 
the  right  here  to  use  that  evidence  and  consider  it 
^gal.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  assents  to 
that  proposition;  and  that  is  the  kind  of  evidence 
with  which  I  am  prepared  and  fortified  upon  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  permit  me  to  ask  him  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  whose  testimony  he  relies 
upon  to  establish  the  validity  of  these  charges  ? 

Mr.  PHELPS.     I  will  present  them  in  their 
proper  order,  and  I  think  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  my  friend  from  G^rgia.     I  do  not  propose  to 
conceal  anything  in  relation  to  this  matter.    As 
the  interference  of  the  Governor  is  the  only  point 
under  consideration,  and  the  honorable  Delegate 
from  New  Mexico  the  other  day  declared  that 
he  could  not  sit  still  any  longer  when  charges  of 
this  kind  bad  been  made  against  the  Governor 
of  that  Territory,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  | 
gentleman  is  more  anxious  for  the  defense  of  the  , 
GoTemor's  reputation  than  the  Governor  himself,  i 
1  know  that  it  is  one  thing  for  the  Governor  of  ^ 
New  Mexico  to  stand  fair  with  this  Admin istra-  | 
tion — with  the  appointing  power  which  may  de- 
capitate him;  but  it  is  immaterial  for  his  own  party  | 
purposes  as  to  how  he  stands  with  the  people  of  i 
New  Mexico.    I  am,  to  a  certain  extent,  made  \ 
acquainted  with  this  transaction  from  the  fact  that 
of  the  Auierican  born  citizens  residing  in  that  Ter- 1 
ritory,  I  presume  more  than  one  half — probably  i 
two  thirds — have  been  residents  of  the  State  of  j 
Miasouri,  and  many  of  them  residents  of  my  dis-  \ 
trict.    I  know  somewhat,  therefore,  of  their  repit-  1 
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tation — uf  their  standing  before  they  emigrated  to 
that  Territory.  Of  the  others  I  have  learned  from 
many  of  my  constituents,  who,  when  having  re- 
turned, spoke  of  the  transactions  which  had 
occurred,  and  of  the  geatleman  who  figured  in  the 
political  affairs  of  that  Territory.  In  this  way  I 
have  obtained  information  of  the  character  and  the 
standing  of  citizens  of  New  Mexico. 

1  desire  now  to  advert  to  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  in  the  city  of^Sunta  F€  shortly 
after  the  election  of  the  Delegate  to  Congress, 
which  was  attended  by  some  of  the  roost  influen- 
tial citizens  of  New  Mexico— American  born  citi- 
zens. These  individuals  went  further  than  a  mere 
participation  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and 
signed  a  manuscript  containing  all  the  allegations 
made  in  tlie  resolutions  passed  at  that  meeting. 

There  were  other  matters  considered  in  that 
meeting.  A  respected  citizen  of  that  Territory — 
a  gentleman  who  emigrated  from  Missouri — had 
been  brutally  murdered  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
nalillo, and  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
called  to  take  that  matter  into  considera'tion. 
They  demanded  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  to  cause  thosi?  persons  who  had  been 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Mr.  Skinner  to  be 
brought  to  justice.  1  will  not  advert  to  the  hear- 
ing between  the  committee  of  citizens  of  New 
Mexico  and  the  Governor,  when  they  appeared 
before  him  to  make  known  their  complaints.  Upon 
their  reporting  to  the  meeting  which  had  then  been 
assembled,  after  the  interview  with  the  Governor, 
certain  resolutions  were  adopted.  Let  me  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Johnson]  I  will 
speak  of  the  character  of  some  of  those  men  who 
mirticipated  in  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting. 
Preston  Beck, jr.,  was  the  presiding  officer.  I  do 
not  see  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Gor- 
man,] who  has  informed  me  of  the  character  of 
that  gentleman — a  gentleman  of  high  respectability 
and  character  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  from  which 
he  emigrated.  He  gave  character  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  meeting.  A  gentleman  by  the  name 
of  St.  Vrain  was  also  present,  who  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Missouri — a  trader  for  a  long  time  in 
that  Territory — a  gentleman  of  respectability. 
The  committee  reporting  the  resolutions  consisted 
ia  part  of  Messrs.  Brent,  Folger,  Webb,  and 
Tuley — gentlemen  of  respectabihty  in  that  Terri- 
tory. This  meeting  was  held  the  S25th  day  of 
September  last,  and  here  are  three  of  the  resolves 
which  were  passed  upon  that  occasion: 

<•  3.  That  the  auempt,  in  snch  a  country  as  New  Mexico, 
to  bring  executive  authority  into  rooflict  with  the  froedoin  of 
elections,  is  attended  with  peculiar  dancers ;  that  It  sets 
free  a  spirit  of  license  which,  once  inflamed,  knows  no 
stopping  point  short  of  the  extremes!  violence ;  and  that 
any  Governor  of  this  Territory  who,  fh>m  perttoiial  motives 
and  private  objects,  so  ex*;rts  his  authority,  is  too  igmirant 
of  the  elements  with  which  he  is  dealing,  or  too  recklew  of 
consequences,  to  lie  intrusted  with  such  authority  a  da? 
beyond  Uiat  in  which  he  can  be  rensoved  from  the  place 
which  lie  so  alm^es. 

**  4.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  merting,  and,  as  we  be- 
lieve ofoioe  tenUts  ofdie  American  citizens  of  this  Territory, 
that  the  course  pursued  by  James  8.  Calhoun,  the  present 
Governor  of  this  Territory,  is  such  a  course  as  we  have  de- 
nounced in  the  foregoing  resolution :  that  the  effect,  if  not 
thp  intention,  of  the  movements  he  has  set  mn  foot,  as  we 
believe,  for  his  own  aggrandizpment,  is  to  conflrm  instead 
of  softening  the  prejudices  with  which  the  Americans  are 
naturally  regarded  by  thoir  Mexican  fellow-citixens,  and  is 
calculated  to  produce  the  m«)st  injurious  influences  upon 
the  best  interests  and  solid  prosperity  of  this  Territory,  by 
tendingto  make  it  impossible  for  Americans  to  live  in  it. 

<*  5.  That  we  kuow  not  wliere  to  look  for  relief,  except  at 
the  bandit  of  the  Preiddent  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States ;  that  we  implore  Uiem  to  take  into  consideraiion  a 
condition  of  aflain  which  is  not  only  so  threatening  to  Uie 
comfort,  safety,  and  lives  of  the  American  citixens  of  this 
Territory,  but  which,  if  not  amended,  will  prove  flital  to 
every  hope  of  improvemeat  and  progress  in  it.  That  we 
do  not  presume  to  dictate  the  mode  by  which  such  a  de- 
plorable condition  shall  be  amended ;  but  we  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  change  at  the  head  of  the  foverament  here, 
by  the  subsUtntion  of  a  clearheaded  and  honest  man.  of 
upright  purposes,  firee  from  personal  ambition,  and  keeping 
steadily  in  view  the  real  interests  of  this  country,  would  be 
one  modt  by  which  a  refonn,  not  only  so  desirable,  but  of 
most  urgent  necessity,  may  be  accomplished.'' 

These  resolves,  in  substance,  chaise  that  James 
S.  Calhoun,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  has  brought  executive  authority  in  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections  for  the  purpose 


of  his  own  aggrandizement — ^the  basest  of  all  mo- 
tives; and  by  so  doing  he  is  jeoparding  the  peace, 
security,  and  lives  of  the  American  citisens.  The 
exercise  of  his  authority  in  interfering  in  theelee- 
tions  for  his  personal  aggrandizement,  is  a  corrupt 
interference;  and  thus  the  charge  contained  in  the 
memorial  is  fully  sustained.  This  «-onduct  calls 
for  rebuke  and  condemnation,  and  is  my  excuse 
for  commenting  on  it.  A  remedy  can  be  easily 
provided — his  removal;  and  tliut  remedy  can  be 
administered  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  na- 
tion. 

I  ask  if  this  evidence  is  not  satisfactory  to  my 
friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Johnson;]  ana  if  it  m 
not  sufficient  for  me  to  declare,  upon  tlie  assertion 
of  these  respectable  gentlemen,  that  the  Governor 
of  New  Mexico  has  interfered  in  the  freedom  of 
elections  ?  I  ask  you,  then,  if  the  allegation  con- 
tained in  the  memorial  of  the  contestant,  that  the 
Governor  had  exerted  a  corrupt  influence,  is  not 
also  true?  There  seems  to  be  a  party  which  he 
must  subserve.  There  were  certain  things  which, 
it  seems,  this  executive  must  endeavor  to  promote— 
they  may,  perhaps,  (though  not  pniuable,)  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  people,  or  they  may  Ite  for  his 
own  private  advancement  and  aggrandizement—- 
which  causes  him  to  exercise  his  influence  at  the 
hustings,  to  have  some  person  returned  to  the  Le- 
gislative Department  to  do  kii  will  and  bidding.  I 
have  before  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  l^en 
addressed  by  certain  citizens  of  New  Mexico  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States — where  they 
make  the  same  complaint  which  is  gontained  in 
this  memorial,  and  upon  whidi  I  am  speakinj^— 
bringing  several  other  accusations  against  him. 
I  do  not  propose  to  advert  to  the  others.  I  only 
propose  to  advert  to  what  they  say  in  relation  to 
the  interference  of  the  Gk>vernor  in  the  elections 
of  that  Territory.  This  letter  is  signed  by  Wil- 
liam S.  Messervy,  known  to  those  who  were 
members  of  the  last  Congress,  as  a  gentleman 
who  was  attending  here,  claiming  to  be  the  Rep- 
resenutive  of  the  StaU  of  New  Mexico,  when  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Wbiohtman]  from  New  Mexico 
appeared  with  his  credentials,  claimiiij^  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  that  State.  It  is 
also  signed  by  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Hough- 
ton, who  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  New 
Mexico,  under  the  code  which  was  established 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  affairs  in 
New  Mexico  by  General  Kearny,  at  the  time  of 
its  conquest,  and  held  that  office  until  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  territorial  government,  ft  is  also 
signed  by  the  contestbnt  in  this  case,  James  S. 
Collins,  formerly  a  resident  of  the  Suite  of  Mis- 
souri; but  who,  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years, 
has  been  a  resident  of  New  Mexico;  also,  by 
Nfessrs.  Johnson,  McGrorty,  Tulles,  and  Gtuinn. 
Some  two  or  three  of  these  gentlemen,  whose 
names  are  subscribed  to  this  letter,  have  been  resi- 
dents of  the  State  of  Misaouri,  and  with  their 
reputation  and  standing  while  residing  there,  fam 
well  acquainted.  Their  reputation  and  standing 
were  good — their  veracity  unquestioned.  I  now 
propose  to  read  some  extracts  from  this  letter. 
They  remark: 

"  Governor  Calhoun  recently  caused,  by  proclsmation, 
an  election  to  be  held  in  the  county  of  Bio  Arriba,  ta  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  lesiMative  body.  Two  candidates  were 
placed  before  tlie  people— one  by  Uie  « Governor's  party,' 
the  oUier  by  the  *  Indepemlcnt  party.'  Thus  the  issue  was 
fHirly  made  up,  and  the  elecUon  was  to  take  place  on  the  3d 
of  November.  A  few  days  before  the  election  was  held, 
a  second  vacancy  occurred,  by  resignation  of  another  mem- 
ber. The  Governor,  well  advised  of  the  strength  of  parties 
in  that  eoanty,  and  aware  that,  in  a  (kir  contest,  his  candi- 
date would  not  be  electi*d,  without  hesitation  resorted  to 
one  of  his  usual  unscrupulous  tricks  to  carry  his  point.  He 
did  not  isoue  his  proclamation  for  election  to  All  the  sec<md 
vacancy,  but  merely  nent  a  written  request  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  of  the  couiity,  requesting  hint  to  have  two  candi- 
dates voted  for.  Tliis  letter  wss  dafed  on  the  98th  of  Octo- 
ber, but  could  not  have  reached'the  Judge  of  Probate  before 
the  evening  of  theaoth  of  Uiat  month ;  and  as  the  electioa 
was  to  be  held  on  the  3d  November,  no  notice  could  have 
reached  the  people,  and*  consequenUy,  no  candidates  were 
brought  out  for  the  second  vacancy.  [The  law  requires 
that  proclamation  shall  be  given  of  all  decUons  ten  days 

before  the  election.]  ^  ,.    , ,  ^        ^^  ..       ^i 

"  The  election  look  place,  and  the  *  Independent'  candi- 
date was  elected  by  over  one  hundred  mi\K>"ty,  and  the  de- 
feated candidate  of  the  Governor's  party  caoM  la  for  th« 
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gccood  vMcsucy,  and  was  declared  elected,  permitted  to  take 
bis  seat,  and  served  during  the  semion — was,  in  effect,  cre- 
uUd  a  member  of  the  L^|i«lature  by  appointmelit  of  the 
Governor.*' 

The  law  reouires — and  I  hare  a  copy  of  the 
election  law  oi^  lh«t  Territory— that  a  proclama- 
tion shall  be  issued  by  the  Gk>remor,  ordering  the 
Probate  Judge  of  the  county  where  the  vacancy 
occurs  to  issue  his  writ  of  election.  The  Probate 
Judge  is  required  to  give  ten  days'  notice  of  the 
election,  by  public  proclamation  and  by  handbills, 
to  be  posted  up  at  the  most  public  places  in  each 
precinct,  announcing  the  object  of  the  election,  offi- 
cers to  be  voted  for,  and  the  place  where  said  elec- 
tion is  to  be  held.  No  complaint  is  made  of  that 
dection  as  far  as  filling  the  vacancy  which  first 
occurred.  But  a  second  vacancy  in  the  Territo- 
rial L^islature  occurred.  The  Governor  is  re- 
Quired  to  see  that  the  laws  of  that  Territory  are 
uiithfuliy  executed.  Disregarding  the  law,  the 
substance  of  which  applicable  to  this  case  1  have 
stated,  the  Governor  sends  a  letter  to  the  Probate 
Judge  of  the  county  of  Rio  Arriba,  (so  say  these 
ffenuemen,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact,)  in- 
forming him  that  a  second  vacancy  has  occurred 
in  the  representation  from  that  county,  and  re- 

3uesting  him  to  have  the  second  vacancy  filled  at 
le  special  election  then  about  to  take  place.  He 
does  not  give  the  Probate  Judge  time  to  comply 
with  the  election  law.  The  legal  notice  cannot  be 
given;  the  people  of  the  county  cannot  be  apprised 
of  the  fact  that  an  election  for  the  second  vacancy 
will  take  place.  The  independent  candidate  is 
elected  by  a  majority  of  more  than  one  hundred, 
and  the  candidate  of  the  Governor's  party — the 
defieated  party — is,  by  some  legerdemain,  trans- 
ferred to  tne Legislature  to  fill  the  second  vacancy. 
Well  may  these  gentlemen  say  the  Governor  cre- 
ated a  member  of  the  Legislature.  This  whole 
proceeding.was  irregular  and  illegal,  from  its  in- 
ception to  its  conclusion.  It  was  a  wanton  disrc- 
ga!rd  and  flagrant  viohition  of  law.  It  of  itself 
establishes  the  charge  of  a  corrupt  interference  in 
the  elections. 

I  propose  to  read  another  extract  from  this  let- 
ter.   Tnese  gentlemen  renmrk: 

**  In  samroing  up  the  above,  we  charge  the  Governor  with 
nsing  the  high  and  responsible  poi^ition  he  occupies  in  ft'.r 
menting  diwdcr  among  the  mixed  portion  of  the  inliabit- 
ants  of  our  Territorj*,  and  pandering  to  the  passions  niul 

Erejodices  of  a  people  (already  excited  to  feelings  of  deadly 
atred  by  the  aggreraionsot  the  war)  agaim^t  the  American- 
bom  citixens,  residents  among  Uiem,  thereby  jeoparding 
life  and  property,  destroying  the  be«it  intere^tts  of  the  Terri 
tory,  and  retarding  the  development  of  its  resources.  A 
war  of  the  race* — in  other  words,  a  sanguinary  civil  con- 
flict— will,  we  fear,  be  the  bitter  fruiu  of  his  wanton,  reck- 
less, and  selfish  policy,  tf  longer  permitted  to  pursue  it. 

*Mn»tead  of  making  himself  the  Oovernor  of  the  Terri- 
tory,  he  has  set  himself  up  as  the  head  of  a  party ^  known 
sod  recognised  by  lUmself  and  lYiendi)  as  the  Ctovemor^s 
party;  rallying  around  him  a  corrupt  CathoHc  jiriesthood, 
and  a  few  wealthy  Mexicans  in  the  Territory.  Willi 
these  instruments,  he  has  obtained  a  LegiKlnture  subservi- 
ent to  his  purposes,  and  has  filled  all  the  fuhordinate  uffice:« 
of  the  Territory  with  creatures  who  acknowledge  no  1*1  w 
kut  his  vUt;  thus  rendering  the  elect  iee  franchise  of  no 
avail,  and  destroying  the  hopes  entertained  by  tlie  friends 
of  liberal  institutions,  of  elevating  a  people  to  the  rank  aiu) 

C*ivileges  of  American  citizens  who,  fortwocentnricf>,  had 
en  Buffering  from  the  eflijcts  of  an  arbitrary  and  despotic 
jule.  Instead  of  giving  them  examples  of  political  propri- 
ety, and  teaching  them  the  value  of  political  integrity,  lio 
has  encouraged  them  in  the  practice  of  all  that  is  mean  in 
fotUical  chicanery ^  and  protected  them  in  the  perpetration 
of  perfurtf  and  munfer. 

"  In  bringing  about  this  deplorable  condition  of  affairs  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  covernment  of  the  remote  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico  a  tinil,  and  that  unit  himielf  be  h.is 
cut  himself  off  from  neariy  the  entire  iiortion  of  the  jSmeri- 
ean  pofulaiion.  and  now  stands  at  the  mercy  of  those  wliom 
he  has  gathered  around  him;  depriving  himself  of  all  power 
to  do  good,  should  he  repent  himself  of  his  selfiiih  aiais,  and 
be  dispo&ed  to  reform  the  people  whom  he  has  made  more 
corrupt  and  insubordinate  than  he  found  them.  Thus  all 
ia  confusion  and  ruin.  We  have  no  ouiet,  no  safety,  no 
eeemity.  We  have  law,  but  it  cannot  be  enforced.  Tlio:>e 
of  Ms  party  may  commit  any  crime  their  ijiteret>ts  or  their 
paasions  dictate.  He  mutt  jirotect  them^  or  fall.  Tliccon- 
•equence  of  his  miserable  and  mistaken  policy  has  been, 
that  outrages  the  most  execrable  and  crimes  the  most  hor- 
rible have,  in  many  instances,  been  resolved  into  ptditical 
affiUrt,  and  dealt  with  or  not  dealt  with,  according  to  parti 
san  considerations.  So  king  as  the  General  Government 
send  us  such  officers,  who  work  for  the  building  up  of  a 
party  or  a  particular  interest,  rather  than  attend  to  the  inter 
este  of  our  people,  we  shall  have  but  litUe  cause  of  grati- 
tude Ibr  her  maternal  care.  *' 

I  have  now  produced  that  kind  of  evidence  upon 
which  these  cnarges  have  been  based.  I  know 
nothing  in  relatioii  to  these,  transactions,  of  my 
owiipersonal  knowledge.  I  have  never  been  in 
the  Territory.  But  1  speak  from  information  ob- 
tained from  gentlemen  of  respectability.  They 
have  been  willing  to  place  thei^r  changes  in  a  tan- 


gible and  unmistakable  form,  and  tliey  not  only 
charge  on  the  Governor  of  that  Territory,  corrupt 
interference  in  the  elections  and  internal  aiTairs  of 
the  Territory,  but  tliey  also  charge  him  with  com- 
bining with  the  Mexicans  for  the  purpose  of  pros- 
trating the  American-born  citizens  who  are  there. 
I  trust  that,  as  I  have  referred  to  this  letter,  giving 
the  names  subscribed  to  it,  and  which  is  a  copy  of 
one  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  his  consideration,  I  have 
presented  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  every- 
thing I  have  said  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  tile 
Governor  of  New  Mexico. 

As  1  remarked  the  other  day,  so  far  as  concerns 
the  right  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Mexico  to 
a. seal  upon  this  Boor,  I  had  no  desire,  nor  have  I 
now,  to  say  anything.  The  Governor  of  that 
Territory  may  have  been  guilty  of  all  which  has 
been  charged  upon  him,  and  which  I  have  brought 
evidence  here  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  substan- 
tiating; and  still  the  right  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  mexico  to  a  seat  on  this  floor  may  not  be 
aflecled  by  it.  It  was  only  in  consequence  of  a 
desire,  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Mexico,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory  which  he  represents, 
that  1  felt  disposed  to  present  these  charges  to  the 
House,  believing,  at  the  same  time,  that,  in  so 
doing,  1  was  doing  my  duty  as  a  legislator*,  and  that 
this  House,  looking  to  the  sood  of  the  whole 
country,  and  particularly  of  the  people  of  New 
Mexico,  might  be  able  to  judge  whether  Governor 
Calhoun  can  promote  the  interests  of  this  Govern- 
ment by  remaining  any  longer  at  the  head  of  the 
executive  department  of  that  Territory.  For,  sir, 
it  must  be  recollected  that  this  Governor  of  the 
Territory,  also  fills  another  very  important  oflUce; 
he  is  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  AlTairs  for 
that  Territory,  and  is  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  united  Stales  to  negotiate  treaties — if  it 
is  necessary  that  treaties  shall  be  negotiated — with 
the  Indian  tribes  in  that  Territory.  If,  then,  he 
has  improperly  discharged  the  duties  of  his  oflice 
as  Governor,  are  we  not  warranted  in  the  8up|*o- 
(ion  that,  on  coming  to  examine  into  the  Indian 
alFairs  of  the  Territory,  we  may  find  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  improper  conduct  in  the  perform- 
ance of  those  duties  also? 

I  have  thus  briefly  referred  to  the  matters  which 
I  intended  to  present  to  the  House.  I  would,  the 
other  day,  very  cheerfully  have  answered  the 
inquiry  propounded  to  me  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  but  I  thought  that  in  the 
absence  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Mexico— and 
I  did  not  know  he  was  not  present  when  I  rose  to 
address  the  House — it  was  right  to  postpone  this 
matter,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  New  Mexico  and 
its  Governor,  until  he  should  be  present  to  hear 
what  I  might  have  to  say  upon  the  subject. 

One  word  more  iinon  a  matter  to  which  I  in- 
tended to  advert.  Cfaptain  Reynold?,  the  gentle- 
man who  is  contesting  the  right  of  the  Delegate 
from  New  Mexico  to  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  has 
not  presented  evidence  to  substantiate  the  charges 
which  he  here  makes,  because  he  has  received  m- 
formation  from  New  Mexico  that  it  has  been  im- 
possible for  the  attorneys  employed  to  take  testi- 
mony in  his  behalf,  in  consequence  of  executive 
influence,  to  call  together  two  alcaldes,  or  justices 
of  the  peace,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  evi- 
dence at  the  times  andf  places  appoints.  1  will 
read  a  brief  extract  from  a  letter  upon  the  subject, 
addressed  to  Judge  Houghton  by  Mr.  Pillansf  a 
lawyar  of  that  Territory: 

**  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  testimony  for  Reynolds. 
The  Ex.  **  [Biecutivej  "  puts  every  obstacle  in  the  way, 
and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  get  two  alcaUe$  togctlier 
at  the  term  that  notice  is  given,  and  if  taken  illegally,  W. 
**  [  Weightnian]  "  would  object.  I  have  striven  hard  to  cflTect 
it,  and  have  done  nothing  at  la«t." 

This  is  the  reason  why  the  testimony  does  not 
accompany  the  memorial.  Captain  Reynolds  was 
obliged  to  repair  to  this  city,  but  he  \tfi  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  two  attorneys,  whom  he  employed 
to  attend  to  the  taking  of  evidence  for  this  contest. 
The  presentation  of  the  memorial  has  been  de- 
layed, in  the  expectation  that  the  testimony  would 
arrive  in  time  to  be  presented  to  the  House  with 
the  memorial. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was 
anxious,  the  other  day,  that  this  question  of  privi- 
l^e  in  regard  to  the  seat  of  the  Delegate  from 
New  Mexico  should  come  up,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  I  then  stated,  of  making  any  objection 
to  the  printing  of  that  memorial  and  the  accom- 


panying papers,  or  to  their  reference  to  the  Cob- 
mittee  of  Elections,  but  for  the  purpose  of  a»». 
tradicting,  promptly  andlat  once,  toe  |n^>n  ^\u^ 
which  have  been  made  against  th»  hommUr 

fntleman  who  is  now  Governor  of  New  Maiec. 
regret  that  he  has  not  a  better  advocate  ibu 
myself  on  this  occasion.  I  regret  that  he kas do 
forceful  BnECKiNaiDCBor  brilliant  MAtiuAuto 
stand  up  here  in  his  defense.  But  such  as  I  ac, 
1  bring  to  this  question  the  highest  regard  forik&i 
honorable  gentleman ,  and  admiration  of  kiicnvne 
in  New  Afexico.  In  my  belief,  the  hooonbit 
Governor  of  New  Mexico  has  pursued  a  cosm 
calculated  to  make  the  Mexicans—who  harebm 
separated  from  their  Government  by  da  act  t/ 
theiiTi,  and  who  now  owe  allegiance  to  the  GoTtn- 
mentof  the  United  States — feel  that  they  ins 
ledst  a  part  of  this  Government;  that  tbey  bitf 
rights  here  that  ou^ht  to  be  protected;  and  tlttt  i* 
Government  to  which  they  belong  was  created  br 
the  people,  and  ought  to  be  administered  for  ik«? 
benefit.  The  elevation  of  policy  and  rootim 
which  distinguish  the  Governor  or  New  Meiw, 
I  believe  is  not  appreciated,  and  cannot  belpp^^ 
elated  by  some  of  those  who  would  injure  and  be»t 
him.  Against  the  Gfovemor  of  New  Mfxifoibm 
have  been  arrayed  divers  and  powerful  influenm. 
I  think  I  am  well  enough  acquainted  with  myfo«^ 
trymen  to  know,  that  when  they  understand  m 
powerful  influences  are  brought  to  bear  tpiiM. 
any  individual,  and  that  there  is  an  attenpt  v> 
crush  a  man  who  is  in  the  discharge  of  hiri  vA 
honorable  duties,  the  mere  ki>owledg«  of  Uiatdd 
will  make  those  influences  powerless. 

I  shall  allude,  now,  to  one  of  thoseinfluemw.  I 
am  about  to  read  from  a  newspaper  which,  I  ud^- 
stand,  has  the  largest  circulation  of  pertwotacy 
paper  in  the  Union;  I  mean  the  National  Era.  h 
IS  the  number  of  February  26ih,  and  Uie  wtick s 
headed: 

"  SCOPNDSKLISM  IS  OUR  TKSRITOSIEf— KfStUnW 
CNDBS  AGoVK.aNoa'S  LICENSE. — ^\Vc  publisU  OS  ow  fed 

page  an  eduoria?  from  the  Deserel  New*,  di«*i«i^ »« 

of  things  in  our  Territories  fvhich  demands  the  iwmtiM 

atttsntion  of  Die  Chief  Executive.    According  H>  ibK*^ 

ment,  Governor  Calhoun  of  New  Mexico  is  no  k»rtJ 

an  infamous  kidnapper.    Gangs  of  traders,  with  limt** 

bearing  his  name,  authorising  them  to  pnirhtw  li*» 

children,  as  slaves,  for  the  benefit  of  perMSis  m  NewlfcunN 

have  lately  been  driven  out  of  the  Territory  of  UafcW 

as  the  Mormons  are  represented  to  be,  they  are  an****^ 

ish  as  to  connive  at  this  new  trade  in  humsa  Wo«l,*k'» 

a  United  States  officer,  appointed  by  Mr.  F\Umtn,itm 

ambiUouB  to  establish. *' 

*  *  *  •  *  •        * 

"  The  apprehension  evidently  prevails  tfiat  propwss* 
tion  to  territorial  grievances  n>ay  lead  to  difca**** 
questions  connected  with  slavery;  and  that  any  eBll?te«« 
attempt  to  redress  them,  may  involve,  unaroidahly,  a< " 
•rcise  of  a  power  over  the  Territories,  which  tbeeoop'^ 
mise  virtually  abandoned.  __ 

«  O,  how  this  infernal  Element  of  evil— the  rtavepowf. 
obstrocts  all  tiseful  and  beneficent  legislaUoa !" 

Now,  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  article  from  iji' 
Deseret  News,  to  see  how  much  auiboriiy  i» 
editor  of  the  Era  had  for  that  statement: 

"  SlavkTradkrs  in  New  Mbxico  Ain> Uriiiuriwo 
sv  GovKSNoa  Calhodm. — We  find  the  followin  »■• 
New  York  Herald :  ,      -^ 

" The  United  Suites  officers  who  renmied  ''«Pi*J 
hsve  stated  that  persons  were  expelled  from  lheTriiKJ"T 
if  they  became  obnnxiotis  to  tlie  censure  of  the  M««^ 
atnhori  ties.  The  folio  wing  is  a  copy  of  an  •«*i««2j!!I 
in  the  News,  in  relation  to  a  regularly  licensed  tia*», «» 
it  seems  was  not  well  regard^  by  the  saints:       ^ ^ 

"  *  A  copy  of  a  license  given  to  Pedro  Leoo  lo  tt**];™ 

*  the  Utah  Indians,  signed  by  James  S.  Calboas.  ^2*^ 
<tendent  of  Indian  AffWrs,  dated  Bssia  Fi,  As**  v* 

*  1851,  attested  by  D.  V.  Whiting,  has  (Wlea  ««^J**; 

*  servation ;  and  we  underMUnd  the  said  P^^J^  v 

*  at  Manli,  in  the  ci»unty  of  San  Pete,  on  «  ""TJ  "Ll 

*  instant,  accompanied  by  about  twenty  ^^P*™*';!!!^ 

*  trading  and  desiring  to  trade  lK>raes,for  Iudiaii»|J*w^ 

*  arms,  &c.;  and  we  ajc  also  informed  •**■*  J**^.-- 

*  other  companiei> .  of  about  the  same  sixc,  and  from  »' "^ 

*  S4»urce,  one  of  whom  holds  a  Nank  Hcense,  •**%.  ,^1  • 


Uading  with  tlie  Utah  Indians  ia  ssld  regioa. 

And  that  is  all.  He  does  not  say  for  die  pur- 
pose of  trading  for  Indian  children,  a»  •»»«•    . 

There  are  other  parts  of  this  "rticle  whKbii^ 
not  necessary  for  me  to  read,  ^"i,"**,  „< 
News,  the  quoted  authority  of  the  Era, <w»"j; 
confirm  the  statement,  that  by  the  ^^^^jf^ 
ernor  Calhoun  there  has  been  aa^h**"*?^  J^L 
children  of  any  kind,  notwithstanding  the  re««'^ 

and  unscrupulous  statement  of  l^*  ^'^  „_jj* 
This  is  one  of  the  inHuences  to  which  Uiiw^^ 
This  influence,  brought  to  besr  agaiMj  W^^ 
Calhoun,  may  be  traced  in  a  kindr«I  f«P«^ 
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4inta  F^,  edited  by  a  gentleman  who  ia  an  agent 
f  the  American  and  Foreign  A nti>Slavery  Society, 
rho  does  little  else  than  malign  the  Government, 
le  gallant  Sumner,  commanding:  the  troops  in 
ie-w  Mexico,  and  the  humble  individual  who  now 
ddresses  you.  This  society  is  a  powerful  one; 
nd  it  is  one  of  the  chief  influences  which  has 
e«n  brought  to  bear  against  the  Governor  of  that 
Territory. 

To  show  the  design  of  the  National  Era,  in  its 
eckless  and  unscrupulous  statements  in  reference 
o  Oovernor  Calhoun,  I  wish  to  read  a  letter  which 

MTTOie  at  the  request  of  General  Foote.  I  wrote 
t  early  in  lite  present  session  of  Congress.  I  de> 
ire  to  read  it  in  connection  with  the  comments  of 
he  National  Era,  in  which  the  editor  makes  the 
kreai  that  I  shall  be  made  to  feel  for  my  contu- 
nacy ,  if  1  continue  the  course  which  I  have  thought 
»roper  to  pursue.     Here  is  the  letter: 

Wahhinoton,  Derember  16^4, 1651. 

My  peas  Sie:  In  compliance  wjih  your  request,  I  give 
ou  ray  views  v  to  the  popular  feeliog  concerning  aJavery 
fi  New  Mexico. 

The  popular  tbeliiif  in  New  Mexico  is,  I  believe,  fixedly 
et  asainst  that  country  beioi;  made  Uie  arena  in  which  to 
««ide  poJitical  quei^ions  in  which  the  people  have  no  prac- 
icAi  ijiiere»c,  and  alt  atleuiptx  which  have  heretofore  t>een 
nad«.  or  which  bercaiter  may  tic  made,  to  induce  the  peo- 
lie  of  tbat  country-  to  take  tide$  on  a  question  in  which  they 
ire  not  at  all  iutereated,  have  been,  and  will,  I  trutit,  forever 
>e- aticrly  abortive. 

There  are  in  New  Mexico  a  few  negroefi,  in  all,  as  shown 
ty  Hie  census,  seventeen;  and  of  thi^t  number  there  may  be 
u'*  aiany  as  five  or  six  slaves— house -servants  of  officers  of 
he  Army  and  otherM. 

Tticre  hai>,  up  to  this  tiiae,  before  tlie  Judicial  tribunals, 
leen  oo  caiie  or  a  negro  held  to  slavery  tiuiug  for  his  free- 
Intn.  When  such  a  case  shall  occur,  it  will,  in  my  opin- 
on,  be  adjudicated  witiiout  |)opularexciteuientnf  any  kind, 
hough  tiie  people  are,  I  believe,  opposed  to  tlie  iutroduc- 
ion  of  Blave  labor  amonf  st  tkemsetves ;  and  when  the  time 
hall  come  when  they  shall  tiiink  proper  to  seek  admission 
1.4  a  State  of  the  Union,  they  will,  I  am  inclined  to  iliink, 
ihoittd  ttiere  be  in  their  iminion  danger  of  the  intrwluction 
»f  slave  labor  tliere,  prokihu  it.  But  as  there  is  at  this  time 
ko  such  danger,  tlieru  is  no  excitement  on  the  subject;  and 
L9  I  sf^  in  tBeiutiire  no  likelihood  of  Ihe  introduction  of 
ilave  labor  there,  f  apprehend  that  the  popular  mind  will,  as 
>uiv,  remain  calm  on  this  point,  and  tlie  question  of  pro- 
hibiting, admitting,  or  remaining  silent,  concerning  slavery, 
R^ill  be  treated  simply  as  a  matter  of  policy  in  reference  to 
»eini;  admitted  into  ihe  Union. 

To  show  the  freedom  from  excitement  of  the  people  on 
i&is  qaestion,  I  refer  you  to  tho  fact,  that  in  the  State  con- 
ititaiion  of  New  Mexico,  of  last  year,  though  slavery  was 
;»rohibited,  the  undersigned,  though  falsely  denounced  in 
the  only  newspaper  in  New  Mexico  as  a  slavery  prnpagan- 
li»t,  was  elected  to  the  Senate  by  an  overwhelming  vole ; 
ftnd  this,  too.  dcjrpite  the  general  knowledge  among  tlie 
oieiTibers  of  the  Legislature  that  he  was  in  favor  of  ^o  ar- 
ran^ng  the  slavery  clause  as  to  efl^t  our  admission  into 
the  Union,  and  without  regard  to  any  other  circumstance 
whatsoever.  I  was  confident  that  no  constitutional  provis- 
ion could  brin^  about  the  introduction  of  slave  labor  there; 
and,  being  fati.^fled  with  the  substance,  did  not  trouble  my- 
self about  a  prohibition  of  what  could  never  affect  us.  And 
thii<,  I  believe,  is  tl>e  popular  feeling  in  New  Mexico. 

We  in  New  Mexico  have  suffered  too  much  already,  by 
having  our  soil  made  u^e  of  by  others  as  a  political  battle- 
field over  which  to  settle  the  slavery  question,  to  again  per- 
mit it  to  be  so  used  if  we  can  avoid  it.  It  is,  I  believe,  the 
fixed  determination  of  the  people  to  take  no  sides  on  this 
question  which  in  no  way  practically  concerns  tliem.  When 
the  question  comes  up,  we  will  treatit  simply  as  a  matter  of 
policy,  by  which  to  (hcilitate  oar  admission  into  the  Union. 
Onee«dnilled,  we  can  do  as  we  choose.  We  desire  the 
friendrhipof  ail;  entangling  alliances  with  none. 

A  vigorous  effort  was  this  year  made  to  interest  the  peo- 
ple in  this  vexed  question,  but  -nit  in  vain.  A  document 
entitled  **  Address  to  ihe  Inhabitants  of  New  Mexico  and 
Caiiforoia,  on  the  omission  by  Congress  to  provide  them 
with  Territorial  Crovernments,  and  on  the  social  and  politi- 
cal evils  of  slavery,"  was  industriously  circulated  in  New 
Mexico,  in  the  8pani$h  laagaage,  bv  an  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican and  Foreign  Anti -Slavery  Society,  who  is  at  this  time 
the  editor  of  the  "  Santa  Ft  OazetU^**  in  the  columns  of 
which  paper  he  is  republishing  occasional  chapters  of  ttiis 
documeat  la  this  ia  drawn  a  comparison,  more  highly 
wrought  dian  true,  between  the  Noitb  and  South  in  refer- 
ence to  stale  of  educfluon,  state  of  morals,  state  of  reli- 
gioD,  dtsregird  of  human  life,  dilregard  of  constitutional 
obhtgatioBf,  population,  militarV  weakness,  he.  In  the 
conclusion,  the  people  are  urged  to  set  up  an  independent 
government,  "  unless  exempted  from  tho  curse  of  slavery," 
and  are  prmnised,  in  that  case^  the  assistance  of  the  "whole 
North."    I  send  you  an  English  and  a  Spanish  copy. 

You  will  pereeive  that  the  unscrupulous  persons  who 
are  urging  the  law-abiding  New  Mexicans  to  the  commis- 
•ioQ  of  treason,  and  promising  assistance  thev  have  no  right 
to  promise,  have  signed  their  names  to  the  document 

This  attempt  to  draw  the  simple,  pastoral,  and  unarmed 
people  of  New  Mexico  into  an  act  of  treasonable  resistance 
to  the  powerful  Government  to  which  they  owe  and  yield 
allegiance,  will  meet  with  Ihe  profound  indignation  it  de- 
serves from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  but  not  more  pro- 
found than  the  contempt  it  met  with  in  New  Mexico. 

Though  supported  by  the  only  newspaper  in  New  Mexico, 
whose  alitor  is,  as  I  have  stated,  an  agent  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  no  excitement  took  place 
in  New  Mexico,  outside  of  the  immediate  family  of  the  edi- 
tor, clothed  tlHmgh  he  was  in  the  garb  of  a  missionary — a 

mlnirterof  the  Oospel — a  minister  of  peace. 
If  there  are  any  persona  in  the  United  States  who  deaire 


tocotouixe  slaves  in  our  Territory,  I  apprehend  there  would 
l>«  no  objection  on  Ihe  part  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico, 
let  the  decision  of  the  courts  be  what  it  may.  Perhap;*  the 
attempt  would  be  beneficial ;  it  would  at  all  events  settle 
the  question,  aad  effectually  thwart  any  (iirthar  attempt  to 
make  New  Mexico  the  scape-goat  to  bear  the  burden  of  a 
question  which  concerns  her  not.  We  object  to  being  made 
the  scape-goat,  and  would  prefer  not  being  mad^  use  of  even 
as  an  illustration. 

Should  the  courta  in  New  Mexico  decide  that  slaves  may 
legally  t»e  held,  then  I  am  sure  that  no  popular  excitement 
would  follow ;  and  I  am  equally  sure  that  those  who  embark 
in  tlie  coloolsing  experiment  will  speedily  send  or  sell  tlieir 
slaves  out  of  tlie  Territory.  Slave  labor  will  not  pay  in 
New  Mexico,  and  in  that  ia  compfised  the  whole  ques- 
tion. 

We  desire  to  be  in  a  position  in  which  Congress,  unem- 
barrassed by  the  slavei^  question  as  regards  us,  iiwy  direct 
its  attention  to  legislauiig  so  as  to  promote  the  interest  of 
that  neglected  andsympathy-desirrving  section. 

This  letter  I  place  at  your  disposition,  to  be  used  as  you 
may  think  proper,  though  not  written  with  that  carefulness 
as  rej|ards  periods,  or  with  tlie  compactness  1  would  desire. 
\ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  n.  WEIGHTMAN. 

Hon.  H.  S.  Foots,  U.  S.  Senate. 

I  give  this  letter  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  are  the  sentiments,  or  tlie  absence  of  senti- 
ment,  that  the  National  Era  takes  ground  against, 
and  the  reason  for  its  hostility  against  me.  On 
this  letter  the  Era  comments  as  follows,  in  its 
paper  of  January  1,  J  852: 

"Mr.  Wkiohtmam  ans  Nkw  Mkxico. — Mr.  Smith, 
former  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate  as  nominee  for  the  Secretarysliipof  tlie  Territory, 
because  he  bad  once  written  an  address  to  the  people  there, 
advising  them  to  exclude  slavery  on  economical  grounds. 
He  was  a  Kentuckian,  tlie  son  of  a  slaveholder,  and  not 
an  abolitionist  Rut  he.  had  offended  against  the  iuajesty 
of  slavery — and  that  was  a  deadly  sin. 

"  His  successor,  R.  H.  Weightman,  has  taken  warning, 
and  bends  the  knee  in  time  to  the  ruling  power.  In  a  letter 
from  him,  dated  December  31st,  1851,  to  Mr.  Foote,  and 
read  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Senate,  he  undertakes  to  vouch 
tbr  the  utter  indifference  of  the  New  Mexicans  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  He  says  they  cannot  bo  persuaded  to  take 
fidenj  and  thst  all  the  arts  of  det»igning  people  to  excite 
them  agaiuht  slavery  have  failed. 

"  '  To  show,'  he  says,  '  the  freedom  from  excitement  of 
^the  people  on  the  question,  I  refer  you  to  the  fact  that  in 

*  the  State  constitution  of  New  Mexico,  of  la^tt  year,  though 

<  slavery  was  prohibited,  Uie  uiiderfiigned,  though  falsely 
'  denounced  in  the  only  newspaper  in  New  Mexico  as  a 

<  slavery  propagandist,  was  oliwted  to  the  Senate  by  an 

*  overwhelming  vote;  and  this,  too,  despite  Uie  general 
'  knowledge  among  ttie  members  of  the  Legislature  lliat  he 

*  was  in  favor  of  so  arraneing  tlie  slavery  clause  a*  to  clTcct 
'our  admission  into  the  Union,  and  wiUiout  regard  to  any 

*  other  circumstance  whatsoever. ' 

'*  He  says  that  when  the  question  shall  come  up,  *'  we 

*  will  treat  it  simply  us  a  matter  of  policy  by  which  to  facil- 
'  itaie  our  admission  into  the  Union.    Once  admitted,  we 

*  can  do  as  we  choose.    We  desire  the  friendship  of  all ; 
< entangling  alliances  with  none.' 

"  He  IS  exceedingly  anxious  to  impress  upon  the  slave- 
holders, that  the  people  of  New  Mexico  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection,  in  princinle,  or  on  the  ground  of  a  moral 
sentiment,  to  slavery ;  tiiat  could  it  live  there,  it  would  en- 
counter no  hostile  feeling.  In  a  word,  he  sees  nothing  alall 
objectionable  inasyxtem  which  brutalizes  the  colored  man, 
and  degrades  tlie  poor  white  niun. 

*'  *  If  there  are  any  persons  in  the  United  States  who  de- 
'  sire  to  colonize  slaves  in  our  Territory,  I  apprehend  there 
'  would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  New 
'  Mexico,  let  tlie  decision  of  the  courts  be  what  it  may.   Per- 

<  haps  the  attempt  would  be  beneficial ;  it  would  at  all  events 

*  settle  the  question,  and  effectually  thwart  any  further  at- 
'  tempt  to  make  New  Mexico  the  scape-goat  to  bear  the  bur- 

<  den  of  a  question  which  concerns  her  not.    We  object  to 

<  being  made  Uie  scape-goat,  aud  would  prefer  not  being 
'  made  use  of  even  as  an  illustration.' 

"  *  Should  the  courts  in  New  Mexico  decide  that  slaves 

*  may  legally  be  held,  then  I  am  sure  that  no  popular  ex  - 

<  citement  would  follow ;  and  I  am  equally  sure  tliat  those 

*  who  embark  in  the  colonizing  experiment  will  speedily 

*  send  or  sell  their  slaves  out  of  tke  Territory.    Slave  labor 

*  tcill  not  pay  in  New  Mexico,  and  in  that  is  comprised  the 

<  whr^e  question.' 

"  What  can  be  expected  of  a  Territory,  the  Qrst  act  of 
whose  first  Delegate  is  one  of  abject  submiasion  to  the  slave 
power? 

<<  We  trust  ntr.  Weightman  may  live  long  enough  to  learn 
that  servility  to  a  sectional  interest  <  does  not  pay.'  " 

It  may  be  that  the  National  Era  and  those 
whom  it  represents  may  make  me  "Jlrel,"  because 
of  the  views  I  conscientiously  entertain;  and  if,  in 
its  endeavors  so  to  make  me  **feel,  **  it  is  as  unscru- 
pulous in  its  attacks  on  me  as  it  has  been  on  Gov- 
ernor Calhoun,  I  doubt  not  I  will  be  shown  up  in 
a  way  to  induce  the  subscribers  of  that  paper  to 
believe  me  a  monster  of  iniquity. 

There  is  another  newspaper  in  the  United  States 
that  has  thought  proper  to  take  up  the  cudgels 
agaiivst  Governor  Calhoun.  It  is  the  **St.  Louis 
I^ublican.**  This  paper  has  the  kirgest  circula- 
tion of  any  paper  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains 
— at  least  I  am  inclmed  to  think  so— and  was  built 
up  by  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  editor,  who 
is  the  proprietor  also.  As  the  circulation  of  this 
paper  increased, so  did  the  views  of  its  editor  en- 
lai^e,  until  he  has  at  this  time,  I  believe,  taken 


under  his  sole  control  the  whole  State  of  Missouri, 
not  only  as  regards  its  general  policy,  but  he  can 
tell  you  who  is  the  best  man,  of  all  the  men  in  the 
country,  to  be  brou£^ht  out  as  constable  for  any 
parish  in  the  State.  He  has  extended  himself  also 
to  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  same  way,  and  will 
be  able  to  eive  the  members  from  Missouri  or  Il- 
linois excellent  advice  as  to  the  way  in  which  they 
are  to  conduct  themselves  in  Congress. 

He  has  also  attended,  generally  and  largely,  to 
the  Indian  policy  of  the  Government,  and  knows 
more  now  about  the  Indians  lying  between  Beh- 
ring's  Straits  and  the  southeast  comer  of  Texas, 
than  Fitzpatrick  or  any  of  those  old  mountaineers, 
intelligent  and  educated  men  who  have  spent  forty 
years  among  the  moti/i tains;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  only  be  persuaded  to  turn  over  to  the 
editor  of  that  paper  the  charge  of  the  Indian  af- 
fairs, they  would  be  placed  upon  a' bottom  as  broad 
and  substantial  as  the  editor's,  and  all  that  old 
"fogy ism"  about  Indian  policy,  begun  by  John 
C.  Calhoun  and  continued  by  bis  successors,  in 
the  War  and  Interior  Departments,  would  be  se- 
curely shelved  forever.  , 

He  is  also  able  to  give  excellent  advice  in  re- 
gard to  the  contiguous   potato  patches  of  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Oregon,  and  California,  and  should 
the  circulation  of  his  paper  be  still  further  extend- 
ed, will  be  found  quite  competent  to  regnlate  liie 
aflairs  of  the  universe.    This  paper,  for  some  rea- 
son which  I  will  not  undertake  to  determine,  pub- 
lished, with  apparent  pleasure,  anonymous  arti- 
cles which  were  abusive  of  the  Governor  of  New 
Mexico;  and  while  he  did  this,  it  was  with  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  that  the  insertion  of  any  publi- 
cation, in  the  nature  of  a  defense  of  tliat  gentle- 
man, could  be  obtained,  although  the  communi- 
cation might  not  be  anonymous.     I  refer  to  a 
communication  of  my  own  which  appeared  in  the 
paper,  after  a  considerable  contest  with  the  editor, 
and  which  was  over  my  own  signature,  and  which 
I  will  read  in  the  course  of  my  remarks.  Wheth- 
er the  general  disposition  of  this  editor  to  pub- 
lish assaults  on,  and  indisposition  to  publish  de- 
fenses of.  Governor  Calhoun,  is  attributable  to  his 
desire  to  arrange  the  world's  affairs  generally,  to 
the  fact  that  his  nether  integuments  too  tightly  fit 
him,  or  to  the  fact  of  his  residence  in  a  mercantile 
community,  and  that  the  merchants  of  New  Mex- 
ico have  been  pleased  to  combine  them  selves  against 
Governor  Calhoun,  or  whether  it  is  attributable  to 
the  myriads  of  *•  toddies"  that  he  has  drank  with 
certain   merchants,   with    whom    he   has  affilia- 
tions, in  New  Mexico,  I  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
termine.  But  that  he  is  prone  to  attack,  and  indis- 
posed to  defend,  is  the  fact.     I  suppose  that  he  is 
the  representative  of  the  mercantUt  interesU  in  New 
Mexico.     T*h(U  is  one  of  the  influences  which  is 
brought  to  bear  against  Governor  Calhoun.  This 
influence    is   more  extended  and   ramified  than 
might  be  supposed.  The  Santa  F£  merchants  owe 
five,  or  twenty,  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  St. 
Louis  merchants,  to  Boston,  New  York,  or  Phil- 
adelphia merchants,  and  all  of  them  are  interested 
in  being  paid  their  money,  and  to  that  extent  are 
interested  in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  Santa 
F^  merchants. 

There  is  another,  a  military  influence  in  New 
Mexico,  which  has  been  brought  to  bear  against 
this  worthy  Governor,  of  whicn  I  shall  presently 
speak.  The  petition  of  my  honorable  contestant 
contains  in  itself  matters  and  averments  altogether 
sufficient  for  a  defense  against  all  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  memorial,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say 
against  all  the  charges,  bearing  directly  or  indi- 
rectly on  the  election,  that  have  been  put  before 
this  House  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Fhelps.]  This  memorial  sets  forth 
that  a  notice  of  his  mtention  to  contest  my  elec- 
tion was  served  upon  me  in  New  Mexico,  and 
that  that  noHee  of  contest  contained  thit  charge  of  im- 
proper and  iHegal  interference  on  Ute  part  of  the  Gov- 
emor  ofJ^evo  Mexico  ^  and  </  his  corrupt  influence  in 
the  election.  It  acknowledges,  also,  the  receipt  of 
my  answer,  which  denies  that  interference  and 
corruption,  //ere,  (ften,  is  the  ismt  made  up;  and 
according  to  the  law  of  the  United  States,  passed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  regulating 
the  mode  of  taking  testimony  in  cases  of  contested 
elections,  there  was  a  fixed  mode  in  which  to  take 
testimony.  Now,  the  question  is,,  why  was  not 
that  testimony  taken?  Here  is  the  reason,  as  set 
forth  in  the  memorial: 

<<Tbo  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  directed  to 
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Totrr  iix>moriali8t  by  P.  J.  Pillnw,  Esq.,  dated  Santa  F^, 
beceinber  SO,  18jil : 
"  •  Mr.  Ai>hiirt«t  and  myself  have  made  two  attempts  to 

<  take  the  depositions  for  the  contest ;  but  it  is  abe«>mtely 
« |iupo<i«iblc  to  get  two  justices  of  the  peace  togetlier  at 

<  one  time.    Why,  I  caauot  Idl ;  but  /  can  vmy  gkfwdly 

When,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  tarn  to  the  law  of ! 
Congress,  prescribing  the  mode  of  taking  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  election,  it  will  be 
foand  that  those  gentlemen  had  no  right  to  go  be- 
fore two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  such  testimony.  They  are  not  the  officers 
prescribed  by  law.  They  might,  therefore,  as 
MFell  have  averred  that  they  could  not  get  two  old 
women  together  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  tes- 
timony, because  of  the  corrupt  influence  of  Grov- 
emor  Calhoun. 

Then  the  reason  why,  after  the  issues  were 
made  up,  no  testimony  was  taken,  was,  that  no 
two  justices  of  the  peace  could  be  got  together; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  fact  that  two  justices 
of  the  peace  do  not  constitute  the  proper  tribunal  be/ore 
whom  to  take  the  testimony. 

Here  are  the  officers  prescribed  by  section  third 
of  the  act  prescribing  the  mode  of  taking  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  election.  1  read  from 
the  law  of  Congress: 

"Sac.  3.  »9nd  be  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  when  any 
■uch  contestant  or  returned  member  tfhnll  be  desirooH  of 
obtaining  lestimon  v  respecting  such  election,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  him  to  make  application  t'l  any  judge  of  any  court 
of  the  United  Stales,  or  to  any  chancellor,  judge,  or  justice 
of  a  conrt  of  record  of  any  State,  or  to  any  mayor,  recorder, 
or  intendant  of  any  town  or  city,  which  said  officer  shall 
reside  within  the  Congressional  district  in  which  said  con- 
tested election  was  held,  who  shall,''  Ik.c. 

The  contestant  in  his  memorial  has  made  refer- 
ence to  this  very  law,  and  he  knew  that  they  ought 
to  take  the  testimony  according  to  it;  and  yet  they 
did  not  try  to  take  the  testimony  in  accordance 
with  it,  because  they  dared  not  meet  the  issues.  The 
officers  before  wliom  the  testimony  should  be 
taken  are  a  judge  of  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  chancellor  or  judge  of  any  court  of  record,  the 
mayor  of  any  city  or  town.  These  are  tlie  offi- 
cers prescribed  by  law. 

Now,  I  ask  any  candid  man  if  it  was  the  bona 
fide  intention  to  place  a  statement  of  testimony 
oefore  this  House  which  should  be  reliable  and 
not  to  be  misunderstood,  would  not  any  man  have 
gone  to  Judge  Walts  or  to  Judge  Mower,  United 
Slates  Judges,  in  preference  to  any  New  Mexi- 
can alcaldes,  to  take  testimony  in  English  ?  That 
is  the  question.  But  there  is  a  very  good  reason 
why  it  might  be  advantageous  to  take  the  testi- 
mony before  two  Mexican  alcaldes,  who  did  not 
understand  the  idiom  in  which  the  testimony  was  to  be 
tdcen.  One  of  these  gentlemen,  who  is  charged 
with  taking  the  testimony,  is  afbrger — known  to  be 
a  forger  by  the  contestant — Ashurst, Merrill  Ashurst, 
a  refugee  from  Alabama.  There  is  the  reason  at 
once  why,  instead  of  going  before  the  officers  pre- 
scribed by  law,  they  come  here  and  say  that  they 
could  not  take  this  testimony,  because,  forsooth, 
they  could  not  get  together  two  justices  of  the 
peace.  The  law  did  not  permit  them  to  take  testi- 
mony before  such  officers,  so  long  as  there  was 
one  of  those  officers  whom  I  have  mentioned  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. 

Section  tenth  of  this  same  act  is  as  follows: 

**  Thnt  when  nn  f;uch  magistrate  as  is,  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  this  net,  nulhorizcd  to  take  di'poKiiions  «i|iall  rcMirie 
In  thp  Consrciipional  district  from  which  the  election  is  pro- 
posed to  t>o  contested,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  either  party  to 
make  application  to  two  justices  of  the  peace  re.«idii)c  within 
tlie  said  district,  who  are  hereby  authoris^fd  lo  receive  such 
application  and  jointly  to  proceed  upon  it  in  the  manner 
hereinbcfbre  directed." 

There  is  the  case  in  which,  and  in  which  only^ 
the  testimony  may  be  le^lly  taken  before  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.  But  if  justices  of  the  peace  were 
inserted  in  the  third  section  as  the  proper  persons 
to  take  lawful  testimony,  I  submit  it  is  pregnant 
with  sxtamcion^  that,  when  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that 
Judp  Watts,  appointed  from  the  Slate  of  Indiana, 
(an  honorable  gentleman  whose  character  needs  no 
eulogium  from  me,)  and  Judge  Mower,  appointed 
from  the  State  of  Michigan,  (also  of  deservealy  high 
character,)  were  in  thatTerritory ,  they  should  seek 
to  go  before  two  alcaldes — alcaldes  elected  by  the 
people  of  New  Mexico,  who,  of  course,  having 
the  majority,  elected  alcaldes  from  their  own  coun- 
trymen— who  did  not  understand  the  idiom  in  which 
the  testimony  was  to  be  taken.  I  stated,  there- 
fore, that  in  this  memorial  there  was  sufficient 
to  vindicate  Governor  Calhoun  from  the  chai^ges 
sst  forth  in  the  memorial.    The  issue  was  made 


up,  but  they  did  not  take  a  particle  of  testimony, 
and  they  come  here  with  suspicious  reasons  to  ac- 
count for  it.  I  said  they  were  afraid  to  take  this 
testimony  before  intelligent  United  States  officers, 
who  would  put  these  tilings  understandingly  before 
Congress. 

Now,  I  will  read  my  answer,'ai>d  this  House 
wHl  get  a  glimtnering  from  it,  why  they  did  not  dare 
to  meet  the  issue: 

Santa  Fa,  (N.  M.,)  Septemher  17, 1851. 

Sia :  There  has  this  day  been  served  upon  me  by  Mr. 
Joncf,  the  United  States  MaishnI,  a  docament,  or  paper, 
signed  ''  Skinner,  Piilan^  &.  AshurH,"  attorneys  for  A.  W. 
KeyfH)lds,  which  purports  to  be  a  norice  that  you  will  con- 
le!»t  my  *'  election  as  Delegate  to  the  present  (congress  of 
th<?  United  States  from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico. *» 

Though  thin  document  is  not  signed  by  yonrscif,  but  by 
'*  Skinner,  Pillans  &.  Ashnrst,'*  with  the  de^riptlve  words, 
"  attorneys  for  Reynolds,"  I  leave  with  my  friend  and  at- 
torney, B.  P.  West,  Esq.,  this  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  you 
iu  ca.4e  you  recognia^  and  confirm  fia  yours  the  document  i 
alluded  to. 

I  have  taken  the  precaution  not  to  reply  to  Messrs.  Skin- 
ner, Pillans  &.  Ashursi,  belbre  discovering  ibat  their  act  was 
by  you  recognized,  iMcause  1  was  unwilling  to  place  you — 
now  absent  in  Uie  Nabajo  country,  from  which  no  advices 
Itave  been  received  since  a  day  anterior  to  tlic  day  of  elec 
tion — ^in  ttie  position  of  direcUng  or  authorizing  them  lo 
contest,  for  yuu,  my  election, «t  any  risk  and  at  all  haauirds, 
without  yourself  knowing  how  fairly  or  unfairly  the  elec- 
tion might  be  conducted,  or,  indeed,  without  knowing  what 
might  be  the  result  of  the  election  itsself . 

******* 

The  objeciion  that  the  Govcmor'rf  proclamation,  dated 
the  8ih  of  August,  was  not  printed  or  distributed  until  the 
13th,  ii*,  I  respecU'ully  suggest,  one  of  which  you  can  take 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  the  proprietors  and  controllers  of 
tlio  only  press  in  New  Mexico  are  your  partisans.  No  one 
is  better  informed  than  yourself  that,  since  the  sale  of  said 
press  (conducted  by  yourselO  by  order  of  the  quarterinas- 
ter's  department,  in  the  year  18 — ,  the  control  of  it  has  been 
with  r/our  friends,  never  having  been  uninfluenced,  either 
as  editor  or  proprietor,  by  your  own  chief  and  confidential 
clerk,  Mr.  T.  6.  J.  Johnson,  late  an  oflicer  of  the  6th  in- 
fantry, United  States  Army. 

If,  then,  Uie  failure  to  print,  and,  consequently,  to  dis- 
tribute, is  in  any  wise  a  tort,  it  is  one  ot'  your  friends,  or 
yours,  of  which  you  can  take  no  advantage. 

******* 

I  rest  the  validity  of  my  election  on  the  ground  that  I 
have,  as  appears  by  the  returns,  a  large  majority  of  Uie  le- 
gal votes  of  the  Territory. 

That  my  majority  has  been  much  decreased  by  acts  of 
organized  violence  of  your  friends,  Uiereby  intiinidaUng 
the  people,  and  driving  them  from  the  polls;  this  at  the 
ranchos  of^Taos,  and,  at  least,  one  other  precinct  of  that 
county,  and  also  in  other  parts  of  the  Territ<»ry.  That,  in 
order  that  the  popular  will  may  be  truly  reflected,  which  is 
the  aim  and  object  of  an  elecUon,  the  votes  thus  lost  to  me 
should  be  added  to  the  majority  1  now  have  on  the  fkce  of 
the  returns.  *****  That  officers  of  the  army 
have  themselves  voted,  and  sent  their  soldiers  to  vote,  and 
ill  one  case  brought  or  marched  them  in  a  body  to  the  polls, 
and  otherwise  illegally  and  improperly  interfered  with  the 
elections.  That  at  least  one  officer  of  the  Army  was  in 
company  with  a  number  of  armed  men,  (not  soldiers,)  wlio 
were  engaged  in  acts  of  vi«>lence  which  did  intimidate  the 
people,  and  prevent  a  number  of  them  IVom  voting  for  me; 
this  at  the  ranchos  of  Taos.  That  the  precinct  at  the 
ranchos  of  Albuquerque  was  assailed  by  a  tiody  of  armed 
men — Mexicans  and  Americans,  partisans  of  yours,  headed 
by  one  Candido  Ortir,  supported  by  at  least  one  soldier  and 
two  wagon  masters  recently  in  tlte  employ  of  tlie  quarter- 
ma-i-ter's  department,  with  the  intent  of  preventing  tlie  peo- 
ple fVoin  exercising  their  right  of  voting  at  the  election ;  and 
though  this  outrageous  attempt  was  frustrated  by  the  spir 
i  led  resistance  of  the  indignant  people,  the  circumstance 
will  furnish  one  link  in  the  chain  of  testimony  I  will  bring 
out,  that  there  was  a  design  on  the  part  of  your  frieniU>,  mil- 
itary and  civil,  by  violence  to  prevent  the  people  fVom  voting 
for  Uie  undcn^igned,  and  Uius  thwart  the  popular  will,  and 
bring  about  your  election  ;  your  election  which,  according 
to  the  popular  belief,  was  to  bring  about  the  recall  of  the 
troops  friiin  the  frontier,  and  the  reinKtate^len^of  tha  qnar- 
tennafitpr'sdep.irtment,  in  its'latc  strength  and  influeuco, 
in  this  Territory. 

You  charge  illegal  and  improper  interference  of  the  ex- 
ecutive in  my  behalf.  This  I  deny;  and  charge  improper 
interference  of  the  military  generally,  and  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  in  particular,aided  and  abetted  by  the 
sutlers,  corn  contractors,  et  id  geniu  omne^  who  draw  profits 
from  the  presence  of  the  army  in  the  interior,  and  from  an 
extravagant  administration  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  have  no  interest  in  the  Territory  I  have  Uie 
honor  to  represent. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 
Captain  Ai.az.  W.  Reynolds, 

Ji$$i$lant  <ltuirteTnM$ter,  U.  S.  Army, 

A  short  account  of  the  military  government 
which  »■  xisted  in  New  Mexico,  wdl  account  for 
many  of  the  circumstances  which  have  happened; 
will  turnish  the  key  to  many  of  the  charges  brought 
against  Governor  Calhoun;  and  will,  m  particu- 
lar, account  for  the  fact  that  1  stand  here,  relumed 
by  a  large  majority.  This  history  will  show,  that 
1  stood  up  for  the  people  to  protect  them  against 
outrageous  violence — outrages  the  most  insuffera- 
ble ever  perpetrated  anywl&re.  In  order  first  to 
?ive  an  idea  of  the  combinations  of  parties  at  that 
day,  I  wiU  read  from  the  Umon^  of  October  8, 1850, 


an  artide  prepared  by  myself,  with  no  refercm 

then,  aa  •  matter  of  course,  to  this  qaestion: 

**  WAamxaroii,  Odckrl.USk 
"TotkeEdiiors 

**  Sia :  I  desire  to  correef  an  error  iatn  wbkb  ttie  «^ 
of  the  Union  has  fallen.  The  error  \^  cootaiiMd  is  ike  «4. 
lowinc  paragraph  of  Mie  editorial  of  Ocioberd,  ealkM  *  Tic 
Late  Session:^ 

"  *  Scarcely  was  the  new  President  installed,  vbr«  it  b»- 

<  came  known  that  the  commissioner  of  Texts,  w«  id  «. 
'  ganize  counties  in  the  Santa  Fe  cooatry,  had  bmilaW 

*  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  thai  the  aSoBy 

*  commandant,  acting  onder  insf  mctioa  fton  Mr.  Cat. 

*  ford,  had  set  on  foot  a  movement  for  fonning  a  State  (» 

*  ernnient  in  the  Territory  claimed  by  Texas,* 

*'  The  idea  that  the  State  movement  was  set  oa  fea  « 
New  Mexico  by  the  military  commander,  or  ^  ayitfr 
euce  other  than  the  will  af  the  people,  is  so  isjsrov  » 
New  Mexico,  now  applying  tor  admissioq  into  the  Cni 
as  a  State,  ttioc  I  Heem  it  to  be  my  daty  to  roirertit;  ai\ 
doubt  not  tlie  columns  of  the  Uni«m  will  be  opea  ft*  b 
correction  of  any  and  all  errors  into  which  itfedifsmr 
have  unwittingly  fallen — and  particniarty  sbaald  tbe  am, 
as  in  tliis  ca^e,  seriously  involve  the  happinetsaad  fnih- 
ing  of  a  large  and  rcspecmble  commimity,  wbicb  a  jaiir 
entitled  to  the  estaem  and  sympathy  of  the  pnfk  of  At 
United  States. 

"  So  far  from  it  being  the  feet  that  the  State  muftrnmu 
New  Mexico  was  set  on  foot  by  the  mUftary  tomamtta, 
the  rtverte  U  true. 

*<  The  State  nKyveroent  was  set  on  foot  by  riitt«fi  dvi 
ians,  citizens  of  the  United  States — some  of  Aatenoi  ad 
some  of  Mexican  Mood — some  Democrats  and  foneWWp 
—some  natives  of  southern  and  some  of  nortbeni  Sosl 
Their  address  to  the  people  ampeared  rn  the  cohnn»  of  te 
<New  Mexican,' I>ccember  8,  1849^  and  win  replied  lel^ 
a  counter- addresti  in  die  columns  of  the  same  p^ipr,^^ 
by  sixty  two  other  civilians,  among  wtiom  were  isrteM 
all  the  jadges  of  the  circuit  courts,  Ihe  preftelw,  the  iba- 
iffs,  the  alcaldes,  and  in  fact  the  gr^t  body  of  ibe  oAecnef 
the  civil  government  of  the  military  coinmaMler,  aH  if 
whom  held  their  office$  at  his  ab$ohUe  will  ondfUtftm. 

<*  The  State  movement  was  by  them  denovnced  l»6^ 
tiou»  movementy  and  the  movers  as  the  Mvares  f<u^ 
As  the  movement  progressed,  it  was  discovered  ite  tn 
miUtary  commander  had  a  decided  leaniiq{  towardi  Uk^- 
ritorial  party — indeedf  his  acts  were  decidedly  fortits*,  oi 
against  the  Stale  party. 

"The  State  party  at  the  late  elections  triumphed  in  mn 
county  but  one,  and  did  so  despite  the  partifaB  itrasf  *r 
military  commander,  despite  the  almost  anaaimoesflff*^ 
idtion  of  the  judges,  prefectos,  aicatdes^  Ice,  wbo  brid  ta 
offices  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  military  com«aln, 
and  despite  the  almost  onaninioos  vole  of  the  eiaplojtaif 
the  quartermaster's  department." 

The  same  combination  exists  now.  Hmist^ 
Gtuartermaster,  and  his  friends  are  here  with  iuo. 
1  have  merely  wished  to  show  that  the  i«wt 
opponents  of  Grovernor  Calhoun  are  the  leptiiwie 
successors  of  that  old  military  party,  and  wtt  it> 
no  wonder  the  man  wbo  opposed  H  shoukt  stairf 
here,  elected  triumphantly  by  the  people,  and  with- 
out the  necessity  of  the  improper  or  oorropiuOff- 
ference  of  any  one.  I  continue  from  the  srtideiB 
the  Union: 

"  The  civil  officers,  who  held  their  offices  at  Ibe  sriB  ul 
pleasure  of  the  military  commander,  were  about  w^ 
dred  and  fifty  in  number,  were  distributed  oter  tbe*y 
country,  and  all  of  them,  except  alMot  five  or  fis^oppaw* 
the  Slate  movement.  They  were,  of  coor«,i«  a  ittv« 
organixaUon  for  any  purpose  in  which  tbey  iboiqibipnP^ 
to  act  together,  and  the  power  tbey  could  brini  lo  htf  w 
did  bring  to  bear;  that  they  were  not  particolarly «»■<» 
loua  in  their  action  may  be  inferred  ftom  the  ^^"'^JJf^ 
tract  from  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Nea  Ma» 
to  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States." 

This  was  a  part  of  the  United  Stales  tke».  I 
want  every  one  to  understand  where  «ch  («t- 
rages  were  committed  in  open  day: 

« « The  inhahitanlt  of  New  Mexico,  since  F****^ 

*  1848,  have  groaned  imder  a  ban*  law,  ft««*5*J^ 

*  in  time  of  war,  when  ihey  were  thought  ndtm^* 

<  confidence.  a^jj 

«*»  The  mfliuiry  la  independent  of  and  ■apeilof»lb«o" 

*  power.  .....kw 

" « The  inhabHanis  have  no  voice  ot  laiaeacelai*" 

» the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed.  „  .^ 

«*  *  Some  power  other  than  the  Congresa  of  me  t  «J 

*  States,  has  made  Judges  dependent  on  its  wi»  •»***jvj' 

<  tenure  of  their  oflicesyind  the  aroooni  andparac"* "  "" 

*  salaries.  ,,^ 

«*  *  Some  power  other  Chan  the  Congresi  of  ^^-^ 
«  States  has  subjected  as  to  a  Jariodiclion  IbreigB  »m^^ 

*  stitution  and  unacknowledged  by  oar  laws.  ^ 
"  *  We  are  taxed  without  our  consent,  aad  die  tt«^^ 

« collected,  are  not  applied  to  the  pwblie  benetUfVaXf^ 

*  aled  by  officers  irresponsible  to  the  people.  ^^.     ^ 

**  *  No  public  officer  in  New  Mexico  is  »«22fJ^r^ 
'people.  Judges,  unlearned  in  the  law, deciaeiV"V^ 
« liberty,  and  property.  Prefectoe  and  alealdea  lop»«  w*^ 

*  and  incarcerate  without  the  interventioo  of  ai«»T-^^ 

»'  •  Alcaldes  asAiil  Uie  right  of  the  people  fipcelf»«^ 

*  their  religion  without  restriction,  and  dictate  »  ^JJ^ 
« lions  what  priest  «haU  administer  die  ♦saciaaeaaw 

« Church.*  .«j --J  iaisif, 

"The  ftill  extent  of  the  power  lo  «*J*1.3b«3sli- 
which  this  unrestrained  and  organixed  baadoj^r^YB 
era  wielded,  can  only  be  enlirelv  ""^J^^J-^^fsB- 
known  that  the  mihtarv  commander  held  to  •*J'^^ 
bility  civil  officers  charged  with  aasaalts  "fJjT^ 
of  the  country,  and  embesxlement  of  ls«F«"*  *^^ 

"  The  influence  of  the  quarieraiastef 
Ihe  late  atections  was  by  ao 


"»»««<■  *«rt!!lS!itii 
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^^ith  in  army  of  emplnyeta,  with  iu  eontracto  to  let,  with 
ts  mgencie9  to  parchaw  the  eatire  rarplufl  of  the  corn  and 
c^va^e  of  the  oountry)  and  with  its  eaay  means  of  comrau- 
K>^«tio«  by  eiproM  at  Cvovemment  expense,  it  proved  itself 
r«s«y  foraiidalile;  and  this  inflaeace,  with  some  honorable 
r  jccrepiioas,  was  thrown  against  the  State  party. 

^*  This  web  of  iuflaence,  extending  to  the  frantiers  of 
tf  c»w  Mexico,  wa«,  like  the  other,  organiced,  and,  like  it, 
Ll«n,  easily  ouuiaged  (torn  the  center;  and  the  managers  of 
»oth  wehs  were  aetiag  in  concert,  and,  as  has  ahready  bsea 
oJd,  agaUut  the  Siaie  party. ^* 

The  mann^ra  of  both  webs  are  here,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  they  are  Houghton  and  Reynolds: 

«Nor  is  this  aH.  la  the  flrsi  days  of  Pebruary  of  this 
rear,  tbo  government  printing  press,  |he  only  available  one 
m*  the  country,  was  sold,  aad  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ter- 
piKorial  pany.  Being  owned  by  an  army  sutler  and  con- 
arau^tor,  and  edited  by  the  chief  judge  under  the  military 
Boveruoient  and  the  chief  derk  of  the  quartermaster,  all 
crotnmunicatioBs  of  the  State  party  were  exdaded  from  the 
c«luains  qf  their  paper.  They  re(\ised  to  print  ballots  for 
ttie  State  party,  who  were  obliged  to  write  tickets  (the 
el<*cUon  heing  held  by  ballot)  ta  the  namber  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand. 

"  With  the  press  againtt  the  Slate  party,  the  office-hold- 
ers against  it,  and  the  moneyed  interest  of  government 
m^ainst  if.  It  cannot  be  said.  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  State 
■aovement  was  bora  of  or  grew  to  manhood  by  executive 
ixiflHeotfe ;  but,  rather,  it  must  be  admitted  that  tbe  voice 
«f  the  people  has  made  itself  heard  under  very  difficult  cir- 
cuBBittances. 

**  The  difficult  bonndary  question  will,  it  is  confidently 
expected,  soon  be  settled  by  the  assent  or  Texas ;  and,  the 
koaiMlary  difficulty  attest.  New  Mexico  stands  In  the  same 
mttitade  as  California  did  previous  to  lier  admission,  and  in 
tfie  Mune  attitude  as  Michigan  prssioiu  to  her  admission, 
end  u/ter  the  adjustment  of  her  boundary  difficulties  with 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

•*  New  Mexico  asks  for  ao  more  than  justice.  She  asks 
it  of  all  parties  and  aH  sections.  She  comes  here  uncon- 
nected with  any  party  or  any  section.  Of  her  delegation, 
cwro  are  Democrats  and  one  Whig — two  southern  and  one 
Bortltem  born.  She  appeals  to  the  whole  United  States, 
■  "  •l,if  h-  


atnd  claims  as  a  rig 41,  if  her  constitution  is  republican,  to 
be  Admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  liberty. 
<*  Witli  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
obedient sorvant,  R.  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 

"  P.  8.  I  omitted  in  my  communication  to  refer  u»  the 
correspondence,  already  puMished  in  the  newspapers,  be- 
•sreeo  Ctovemor  Alvarez  and  Colonel  Munroe,  in  which 
die  lattar  expressed  his  determination  to  resist  the  opera- 
Cinn  of  the  State  government  **  with  all  the  means  at  his 
disposal,**  as  furnishing  evidence  that  the  niiUtary  com- 
■uuDder  was  not  tevoraMe  to  tiie  Stale  movement  or  Stale 
party. 

**  By  inserting  this  with  ray  communication,  you  will 
eooiuf  a  fkvor. 

*«  Very  respectfully,  R.  H.  W.»» 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  will  besurpriaed  at  the 
aznotint  of  pains  I  took  to  reform  tnat  military 

foTemment.  I  have  a  perfect  stock  of  charges 
ere,  made  by  me  against  it  to  Governor  Munroe 
for  oppressions,  upon  the  people,  to  not  one  of 
iv-hich  did  he  pay  any  attention.  I  will  refer  to 
tbese  by  their  heads,  intending  to  publish  them 
fit  exUnao,  The  first  is  the  case  of  Judge  Hough- 
ton— the  chief  jud^e  of  Colonel  Munroe,  the 
fountain  of  justice  m  New  Mexico.  I  chamd 
kim  with  a  varieij  of  iniquities— of  putting  other 
people's  money  in  his  pucket,  of  never  paying 
over  anything  he  got  his  fingers  on,  and  of  gross 
official  misconduct.  Ht  is  one  of  the  respectable 
constituents,  f  uood  hoct  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Missouri.  [Laughter.] 
Here  is  the  document  at  large: 

Santa  Fe,  (N.  M.,)  Dectmher  1, 1849. 

Influenced,  sir,  by  duly  and  inclination,  I  lay  before  you 
barges  of  a  roost  serious  nature  against  the  highest  Judicial 
ofllcer  In  this  Territory — ^Judge  Joab  Houglilon ;  charges 
ao  senous,  that,  if  true,  it  is  an  act  of  mere  JusUcc  to  the 
eommunity  that  he  should  be  removed  from  office. 

In  consequence  of  peculiar,  agitating,  and  dangerous  ones 
tioos  which  now  exist  in  tne  United  States,  it  has  been 
thought  proper  and  even  patriotic  in  Congress,  to  withhold 
Uronn  us  a  territorial  organization,  which,  except  for  the 

S'tatingquestions  there  existing,  we  would  doubtless  long 
ce  have  obtained. 

As  it  is,  a  de  facto  aovemment  obtains  here  of  a  most 
aDomaloos  character,  having  no  parallel  in  our  history,  op- 
posed to  the  spirit  and  g<^nius  of  our  insUtutions  and  laws, 
and  unrecognised  by  any  competent  aathority. 

This  government  it/aelo  was  established  under  the  laws 
and  usages  of  war;  and  upon  the  condasion  of  the  peace, 
February  9d,  1848,  having  been  Ihund  in  existence  here, 
to  prevent  anarchy,  continues  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
aulDOTitv,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  is  competent  to 
change  it. 

Under  this  government,  as  it  actuallv  exists.  theGovamor 
exercises  military,  executive,  and  legislative  functions. 

To  show  that  he  has  exercised  leci»lative  Ainclions.  I 
HHUce  reference  to  orders  No.  10.  dated  February  5th,  1848. 
laying  daties  and  taxes,  providing  for  their  collection  and 
Ibr  toe  payment  of  salaries,  creating  offices.  Iu;. 

1  presume,  however,  that  no  argument  is  necessary  to 
prove  that  the  Governor  has  the  power  under  this  govern- 
ment, as  it  actually  exists,  whether  legallv  or  not,  to  relieve 
the  community  of  a  corrupt,  ignorant,  or  objectionable  judge. 

In  making  charges,  it  is  iifHsessao^  to  be  preciiie,  and  to 
eoter  into  particulars ;  otiierwise  the  accused  will  have  Just 
eanse  to  complain  that  he  is  tried  on  charges  which  are  un- 
defined, and  to  which,  therefore,  it  is  not  poscible  to  make 
a  defense. 


Thotiffh  by  entering  into  unpleasant,  though  necessary 
details,!  may,  in  the  eyes  of  tlic  undiMerning,  appear  to 
want  good  taste,  I  shall  not  refrain  from  so  doing ;  prelerring 
rather  to  deserve  ^jiis  ceniMire,  than  to  subject  myself  to  the 
charpe  of  cnncealio^rom  the  accused  that  which  is  brought 
against  him. 

Iu  the  form,  then,  of  charges  and  specliications,  I  accuse 
Judge  Joab  Houghton,  as  follows : 

Charge  1st.  llis  conduct  has  been  characterised  by 
breaches  of  faith  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  ooutinuaUon  of 
him  in  so  elevated  and  responsible  a  staiion,  can  but  have 
tlie  eflect  of  lowering  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  tlie  standard 
of  American  character. 

Specification  1st.  It  has  been  substantiated  in  a  court,  to 
the  saiisikctionof  ajury,  tliathe  has  received,  as  Uie  agent 
of  Colcord  h.  Hall,  a  sum  of  money  exceeding  |p3,UU0,  and 
not  paid  the  same  to  his  principals. 

Specification  3d.  He  has  received  money  as  the  agent  of 
East  h.  Anderson,  for  the  s peciiic  purpose  of  paying  duties 
under  orders  No.  10,  of  date  February  5th,  1848,  and  instead 
of  paying  the  money  into  the  hands  of  the  collector,  placed 
therein,  in  lieu  of  money,  bin  audited  accounts  Ibr  liis  salary 
as  Judge,  which  accounts  were  received  as  casli;  and  sub- 
sequently, when  that  part  of  orders  No.  IU,  laying  and  col- 
lecting of  duties  was  annulled,  he  withdrew  said  audited 
accounts  from  the  bands  of  the  collector,  and  replaced  the 
bonds  of  East  &.  Anderson,  which  said  bonds  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  collector,  and  money  of  East  &  Anderson 
in  the  hands  of  Judge  Houghton. 

Specification  3d.  That  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  June, 
1848,  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant,  being  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  E.  Leitensdorfer  &.  Co.;  that  about 
that  date,  the  firm  of  Leitensdorfer  &  Co.  introduced  into 
Santa  F6  goods,  the  original  cost  of  which.  Including  the 
outfit,  was  not  less  than^luOjiHiO;  that  subsequently,  on  or 
about  the  21st  day  of  September,  £.  Leitensdorfer  aiul  Joab 
Houghton  dissolved  partnership;  that  on  or  about  that  date, 
B.  Leitensdorier  le(\  Santa  Fe,  uppointing  Joab  Houghton 
bis  agent  and  attorney  for  the  transaction  of  business;  tliat 
on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  December,  1848,  E.  Leitensdor- 
fer made  an  assignment  of  all  his  efiects  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors;  that  the  efiecu  assigned  amounted  to  about 
A40,Q0U,  and  the  ascertained  debts  nf  the  firm  to  more  than 
#110,000;  tliai  between  the  dates  June  19th  and  December 
11  til,  E.  Leitensdorfer  was,  for  the  ereater  or  a  great  port 
of  tlie  time,  absent  from  Santa  Fe,  the  place  of  the  house 
of  business  of  tlie  firm,  and  that  the  dencii  is  not  account- 
ed for ;  that  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  of  tlie  goods  taken  South 
'for  sale  bv  tlie  said  Leitensdorfer  are  accounted  Ibr,  while 
tlie  part  left  iu  Santa  V€  generally  under  charge  of  said 
Houghton,  is  tlie  part  not  accuuiited  for;  and  tliat  Uiis  Vailure 
is  fraudulent,  and  Judge  Houghton  guilty  of  the  fraud. 

Specification  4th.  So  much  of  the  specifications  under 
charges  second  luid  third  as  may  be  Sffilicable  to  this  charge. 

Charge  2d.  His  occupying  liis  positi<m  on  the  bench 
amounts  to  a  denial  or  Justice,  in  a  large  class  of  cases. 

Specification  1st.  The  case  of  Campbell  et.  Leitensdor 
fisr  k  Co.,  involving  about  ^,000,  was  brought  by  attach- 
ment, b.ised  upon  an  affidavit  of  fraud,  on  the  26tb  day  of 
May,  1849,  and  was  in  due  course  for  trial  at  the  June  term 
of  that  year,  but  could  not  be  tried,  because  tlie  Judge  was 
4nterested;  it  could  not  be  tried  at  the  October  term  lor  the 
same  reason,  and  cannot  be  tried  for  the  same  reasons  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  so  long  as  Judge  Houghton  oc- 
cupies his  present  position. 

Specification  2d.  The  ca»e  nf  Kelly  vs.  Leitensdorfer  h. 
Co..  involving  about  ^,0u0,  based  on  affidavit  of  ftaud,  was 
filed  June  .10, 1849,  and  was  for  trial  in  due  course  at  Uie  last 
October  term,  but  could  not  be  tried,  and  camiot  be  tried  tor 
tlie  same  reasoiib  as  above. 

Specification  3d.  The  case  of  Webb  rt.  Leitensdorfer  h. 
Co..  involving  about  ^,000,  based  on  atiidavit  of  fraud,  was 
fiiea  June  30, 1849,  and  was  for  trial  in  due  course  at  the  last 
Octobsr  term,  but  could  not  and  cannot  be  tried,  for  the  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  Specificaiion  1st  of  this  charge. 

Specification  4th.  There  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  un- 
dersigned, liabilities  of  the  finn  of  E.  Leitensdorfer  h.  Co., 
and  bills  against  it  for  tlie  gross  sum  of  ^,659  70,  to  recover 
which  six  suits  will  be  necessary;  but  have  not  filed  suits, 
because  he  has  not  been  able  to  discover  property  of  tiiat 
Ann,  the  court  having  declared  that  it  will  acyudicate  no 
point  about  which  Uiere  is  a  contest. 

Specification  5th.  There  is  now  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Diggs, 
by  the  agreement  of  all  the  parties  to  the  suits,  a  large  smn 
of  money  abiding  their  issue,  and  must  there  remain  until 
they  are  decided,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  owners  thereof. 

Specification  fitli.  There  are  a  number  of  other  creditors 

2f  E.  Leitensdorier  &  Co..  who  would  bring  suits,  if  they 
elievod  justice  could  be  obtained. 

Specification  7th.  By  the  death  or  going  away  of  import- 
ant witnesses,  tlie  ends  of  Justice,  which  are  now  delayed, 
may  be  entirely  defeated. 

Specificaiion  8th.  So  much  of  the  Speciflcatiuns  under 
charges  1st  and  3d,  as  may  be  applicable  to  tliis  charge. 

Charge  3d.  Ignorance  otlaw,  and  disregard  to  his  obliga- 
tion as  a  judge. 

Specification  1st.  Before  trial,  out  of  court,  he  has  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  a  man  about  to  be  tried  for  his  M^t 
was  a  murderer. 

Specification  9d.  He  has  adndttad  to  bail  the  man  whom 
he  said  was  a  murderer.     * 

Specification  dd.  He  has  written  articles  in  the  Santa  F6 


Specification  4th.  Had  he  a4Judicaled  on  the  bench 
as  he  adiudicated  in  the  newspapers,  he  wouki  liave  been 
benefited  by  the  abjudication. 

Specification  5th.  At  a  meeting  of  the  bar,  held  in  the  city 
of  Santa  F6,  on  or  about  the  96th  of  July,  1849,  at  which 
meeting  were  present  Messrs.  Smith,  Tuley,  Angiiey, 
Wheaton,  West,  Pillana,  Ashurst.  Beach,  Hall,  and  We^ht- 
man,  file  question  was  discussed  as  to  the  propriety  of  in- 
viting Judge  Houghton  to  resign;  at  this  meeting  it  was  the 
opinion  oi  all  the  memhen  preseni,  that  he  was  incompe- 
tent to  fill  the  office,  and  eigbtof  tiieir  number  signed  a  let- 
ter requesting  him  to  resign,  two  of  them  declining  to  sign 
the  letter  on  personal  gTouuds}  the  two  who  declined  beuag 
Messrs.  Smitn  aad  Hall. 


Specification  %th.  So  much  of  the  Specifications  of  Cbanee 
let  and  2d  as  may  be  applicable  to  Charge  3H. 

The  witnesses  to  prove  the  above  charges  and  specifica- 
tions are  at  pretent  in  New  Mexico,  how  long  they  will  re- 
main there  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

I  have  to  request,  therefore,  as  early  notice  as  possible 
may  be  afibrded  me,  that  an  investigation  will  be  had;  the 
commission,  or  whatever  otiier  body  or  person  lo  whom 
these  chaises,  he,  may  be  referred,  should  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

With  much  regret  that  I  have  to  trouble  you  with  so  dis- 
agreeable a  matter,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  R  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 

Brevet  Colonel  John  Momrok, 

Civil  and  MUiiary  Oovemor  of  New  Mexico, 

It  ma]r  be  proper  to  mention  that  I  sent  word 
to  Colonel  Munroe 'e  Fountain  qf  Justice  thai  1  had 
preferred  charges  of  a  rrave  character  against  him, 
and  that  if  he  would  seek  of  Colonel  Munroe, 
with  me,  an  investigation,  and  I  could  not  make 
the  charges  good,  f  would  freely  and  cheerfully, 
as  publicly  as  I  had  made,  retract  them  and  make 
amends.  He  did  noi  uek  an  investigation^  notwith- 
standing he  very  much  desired  my  good  opinion. 
He  has  applied  to  me  for  a  certificate  of  character. 
He  applied  in  these  words: 

Santa  Fk,  September  9, 1849. 

Sift :  In  consequence  of  slanderous  words  used  by  you 
in  cimversaUon  wiUi  Lieutenant  Taylor,  at  the  sutier's 
store,  in  Albuquerque,  wiUi  J.  L.  Hubbell,  Esq.,  at  Socor- 
ro, at  Santa  F^.  and  generally  throughout  the  Territory, 
within  the  last  lew,  I  demand  af  you  an  unequivocal  re- 
traction of  such  slanders,  or  the  satislkctinn  due  from  one 
gentienmn  to  anntiier  J.  HOUGHTON. 

K.  U.  WaiGHTMAX,  Esq. 

To  this  anxiously-expressed  desire  to  obtain 
from  me  a  character^  1  courteously  replied  to  hit 
friend  who  handed  me  his  application,  from  which 
reply  1  extract  as  follows: 

Santa  Fk,  Sepiemler  19, 1649. 

Sia :  I  received  at  your  hands  a  note  from  Judge  Hough- 
ton, of  tills  date,  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  say  tiiat,  in  con- 
sequence of  words,  which  he  characterises  as  slanderous, 
U!«ed  by  nie  to  Lieutenant  Taylor  in  Albuquerque,  to  J.  L. 
Hubbell,  E»].,  in  Socorro,  at  Santa  F<,  and  generally 
throughout  the  Territory,  within  the  la^t  few  <*  days,*'  (I 
suppose  was  intended,  a  word  being  left  out,)  he  demands 
ot  me  an  unequivocal  retraction  of  such  slanders,  or  the 
satist^ction  due  from  one  gentieman  to  another. 

Besides  the  application  of  the  wtird  slanderous  to  my 
words,  I  have  an  objection  to  make  to  the  j^eneral  tenor  of 
his  note,  which  is  this :  it  leaves  open  the  inference  that  I 
made  the  remarks  alludedto  not  in  Judge  Houghton's  pres- 
ence. To  rebut  which  inference,  I  have  to  say,  that  three 
or  four  months  ago,  it  became  mv  duty,  as  counsel  in  the 
case  of  Colcord  &  Hall  rt.  Smith  D.  Town,  to  comment 
upon  the  conduct  of  Judge  Houghton,  in  receiving,  as  the 
agent  of  Colcord  h,  Hall,  a  large  sum  of  money,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $3,400,  and  not  paying  the  same  over  to  his 
principal,  as  it  was  intended  he  should,  and  as  he  was 
trusted  to  do.  In  my  remarks  to  the  jury,  the  judge  was 
spoken  of  as  a  fiiithless  agent,  and  it  may  perhaps  not  be 
inappropriate  to  mention  that  the  jury  found  a  verdict  in 
accordance  with  the  theory  laid  down  by  myself  and  Ibe 
other  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  associated  on  that  occa- 
sion. Judge  Houghton  was  not  present  on  this  occasion, 
but  my  remarks  and  the  finding  of  the  Jury  are  matters  of 
public  notoriety. 

Again,  in  Socorro,  at  which  place  he  refers  to  a  con- 
versation witii  Mr.  Hubbell,  I  made  the  same  or  similar 
remarks  in  a  public  speech  to  the  people.  Judge  Houghton 
being  present,  and  distant  peiliape  six  feet  fh>m  me  at  the 
time. 

I  deem  this  statement  due  to  myself,  in  order  to  make 
it  apparent  that  I  have  in  no  wise  $ecretly  assailed  the  char- 
acter of  Jndge  Houghton. 

In  conclusion,  I  nave  to  say  that  in  consideration  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Houghton  occupies  at  this  time  tiie  important 
position  of  chief  judge  in  ttiis  Territory,  and  is  recognized 
as  a  gentieman  by  persons  of  high  standing,  yourself  among 
the  number.  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  accept  the  latter  of 
the  alternatives  he  has  been  pleased  to  ofifer  me.  I  accept 
bis  challenge,  and  will  meet  him  this  day  at  as  early  an 
hour  as  can  convenienUy  be  agreed  upon  between  yourself 
and  the  gentieman  who  will  hand  you  this. 

Ven-  respectfhily,  &c.,  k.,       B.  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 
Jambs  H.  Quinn,  Esq. 

We  did  meet  that  day,  and  he  got  no  certificate 
of  character  or  any  concession  whatever.  He  waa 
willing  to  risk  his  life  to  obtain  my  indorsement 
of  him,  but  feared  to  meet  an  investigation.  He 
ropoeed  trial  by  wager  qfbattUf  and  lost  his  cause, 
ut  declined  meeting  the  more  modem  and  lesa 
barbarous  trial,  (proposed  by  me,) — by  the  ex* 
amination  of  sworn  witnesses. 

In  reference  to  this  memorial  Colonel  Mtmroe 
took  no  action. 

Here  is  another  document — ^which  is  a  com- 
plaint that  certain  of  the  civil  authorities  (who  are 
removable  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  Colonel 
Munroe)  interfered  with  the  rie hts  of  the  clergy 
and  people  of  New  Mexico  freely  to  exercise  their 
religion.     Here  it  is: 

By  the  authority  of  the  Vtcarin,  Mr.  Juan  Felipe  Ortez, 
the  chief  ecclesiastic  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  this  Terri- 
tory, to  whom  has  been  confided  tlie  contml  of  all  eeclesi. 
sMical  aflteirs  penainiag  toihat  Clmrch  here,  I  hdilglo  yonir 
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Botlce  certain  InfHnfemrntfl  on  tbe  rifbtof  tbat  Chorcli 
freely  to  exerciae  ilf  relif^nn. 

I  am  nothortsed  in  'aytni;,  that  the  Vicario  perfectSy  un- 
derstands  his  rcsponiibility  to  the  Government  under  which 
be  lives ;  he  knows  that  he  is  amenable  to  the  laws,  aH  a 
citisen  or  resident,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  citi 
sen«  or  residents.  The  Vicario,  however,  should  be  able 
to  enjoy  the  right  to  exercise  the  functions  which  the  Church 
to  which  he  has  attached  himself  has- conferred  upon  him, 
otherwise  that  Church  is  deprived  of  •*  the  right  freely  to 
exercise  its  rnlieion/'  which  right  is  guarantied  by  tlie 
Constitntinn  of  the  tfnitcd  States. 

In  speaking  of  the  Churchy  I  wli<h  to  be  understood  to 
mean  thoce  persons,  who,  entertaining  similar  religious 
sentiments,  voluntarily  conform  themselves  to  a  certain 
set  of  opinions,  and  conform  themselves  to  certain  rult>s. 
With  that  understanding,  then,  tJie  Catholic  Church  in 
New  Mexico  compre hend  those  persons  who  conform  tliem- 
■flves  to  tbe  worship,  and  discipline,  and  government  of 
that  Church  a?  it  obtains  here.  It  is  tbe  practice  of  all  the 
churches  to  adopt  rules  or  laws  for  their  own  govenuneiit, 
and  this  necessary  practice  Is  not  re<<trained  by  law.  As 
an  instance,  the  Epiitcopal  (church  conAderf  the  care  and 
control  of  the  church  property  to  tlie  vestries  of  the  differ- 
ent congregations,  and  there  it  is,  under  the  protection  of 
the  law,  not  because  nf  any  municipal  law,  but  boconoe  it 
Is  the  law  of  the  Church.  In  the  Catholic  Church  here,  as 
well  as  in  othet  pans  of  the  Ignited  States,  the  property  of 
the  Church  is  confided  to  the  careaud  control  of  the  Uishop 
of  tlie  Diocese,  as  is  also  the  discipline,  worship,  and  gov- 
ernment thereof,  and  by  liini  is  subdivided  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary or  convenient.  This  state  of  things  prevails  in  New 
Mexico ;  the  Bishop  of  Durnngo,  to  whose  diocese  New 
Mexico  has  until  recently  belonged,  confided  the  particular 
control  here  to  tbe  VMcario,  whom  he  holds  responsible 
that  that  contrdi  is  judiciously  exercised ;  and  the  Vieurio, 
in  his  turn,  has  subdivided  it  among  the  curates  of  the  dif- 
ferent parishes,  whom  he  holds  responsible. 

This  law,  cuMom,  or  usage,  be  the  same  general  or  spe- 
cial, has  been  adopted  by  the  Catholic  Church,  and  is  not 
forbidden  by  law.  When  it  is  forliidden,  then  will  the  right 
of  that  Church  freely  to  cxercioe  its  religion  ha\'e  been  in- 
fringed. So  famiMor  is  the  fact  to  all  in  Ihe  United  States, 
that  no  civil  authority  has  a  right  to  interfere  iii  matteu  of 
church  discipline  or  government,  that  the  assertion  of  it 
must  pass  for  a  trite  truism.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
following  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  here  In  New 
Mexico : 

The  limits  of  parishes,  as  they  have  been  arranged  under 
the  authority  of  the  Church,  have  been  altered  by  civil  offi- 
cers  to  suit  their  ideas  of  propriety  or  convenience.  This 
has  been  done  in  reference  to  tlie  parishes  of  Socorro,  Al- 
buuuerquc,  Belcm,  ToinJ,  and  perhaps  others ;  and  it  is 
believed  by  tbe  authority  or  connivance  of  Judge  Antonio 
Jos^  Otero. 

•Since  the  arrival  of  tbe  American  troops  in  this  country, 
m  Secretary  of  Territory  and  actiM  Governor  has  sus- 
pended, or  attempted  to  su!<pcnd,  Mr.  Juan  Felipe  Oriiz 
from  his  ecclesiastic  functions  as  Vicario ;  threatened  to 
banUh  a  priest,  who  suggested  a  doubt  as  to  bis  power  to 
do  so ;  and  Anally  ordered  that  priest  to  take  advantage  of 
the  flrst  opportunity  to  leave  the  country.  This  was  done 
by  Mr.  Donisiano  Vigil. 

An  alcalde,  in  tbe  absence  of  tbe  parish  priest,  baa  de- 
laanded  the  keys  of  tlie  church  of  Tom6  from  the  Sacris- 
tan ;  opened  tlic  church ;  taken  from  it  the  sacred  vetst- 
ments  and  consecrated  vasc8,aud  delivered  tliem  to  Nicholas 
Valencia,  a  non-confonnist  and  suspended  priest,  to  cele- 
brate a  marriage  and  mass.  This  was  done  by  an  alcalde 
of  Valencia  county. 

An  alcalde  has  dii'ected  Friar  Benigno  Cardenas,  a  non- 
conformist, suspended  priest,  and  refugee  frtmi  ju:«tice,  to 
go  to  the  parish  of  Toui6,  and  receive,  without  excuse  or 
protest  from  Joso  de  Jesus  Baca,  the  regularly  ap|iohtted 
parish  priest,  tbe  delivery  of  the  church  property,  taking  an 
inventory  of  it.  This  was  done  by  Alcalde  Vicente  Aiuijo, 
of  Valencia  county,  and  Friar  Benigno  Cardenas  is  now 
exercising  ttU  forbidden  functions  iu  the  parish  of  Tom#, 
from  which  Padre  Baca  is  excluded. 

Two  suspended  priesu  are  at  this  moment  exercising 
ecclesiastical  functions  in  the  county  of  Valencia ;  to  this 
there  is  no  objection.  When  any  members  of  a  churcli, 
lay  or  ecclesiastical,  desire  to  apostatize,  they  have  the 
right  to  do  so,  and,  if  they  please,  to  be  the  founders  of  an- 
oUier  creed.  In  doing  tliis,  however,  they  have  no  right  to 
seise  upon  or  occupy  the  temples  of  the  church  from  which 
they  apostatise.  If  tliey  are  ambitious  to  be  reformers, 
they  roust  do  as  the  ProtesUints  did  of  yore— draw  otf  from 
the  Catholics ;  build  temples  of  their  own,  and  leave  the 
property  of  tbat  Church  where  tliey  found  it,  in  the  bands 
of  the  owners,  the  Catliolic  Church. 

The  sunended  priests  alluded  to.  Friar  Benigno  Carde- 
nas and  Priest  Nicholas  Valencia,  are  now  occupying 
parishes  or  temples,  from  which  the  civil  authority,  without 
Judicial  dacisioii,  have  ousted  their  predecessors.  This 
matter  stands  on  very  simple  ground.  Piulre  Otero,  at  a 
certain  date,  was  in  possession  of  the  temple  at  Belem. 
PMre  Baca,  at  a  certain  date,  was  in  possession  of  the 
parish  ofToffl^,  with  its  dependencies,  and  without  judicial 
decision  on  either  the  right  of  property,  or  possession,  were 
ousted  bv  the  civil  autlioriiy,  and  their  places  filled  by  non- 
conformists, or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  by  apo»tates. 
Non*.  whether  the  possession  of  Padres  Baca  and  Otero 
was  founded  on  right  or  not,  nothing  can  be  clearer  than 
that  they  should  have  been  penniued  to  retain  that  right 
until  deprived  of  it  by  due  course  of  law. 

The  ouMing  of  Padres  Baca  and  Otero,  If  done  under 
color  of  law  or  authority,  not  having  been  effected  by  judi- 
cial decision,  or  legislative  enactment,  must  have  been 
done  by  executive  acts.  Of  the  exaeutivc  here,  you  are 
the  undoubted  head ;  and  I  therefore  request,  as  au  act  of 
justice  at  your  hands,  that  the  Catholic  Church  be  restored 
to  the  possession  of  the  property  of  which  she  has,  without 
law,  been  deprived  by  executive  acts.  And  inasmuch  as 
a  change  of  government  will  soon  be  had  here,  and  because 
of  tlie  ignorance  of  the  present  judiciary,  (not  one  of  the 
Judges  having  been  bred  to  the  law,)  to  prevent  future  dif&- 
cttltias,  I  suggMt  that  tbe  couru  be  rastrained  from  taking 


cognisance  of  cases  involving  property  of  theChorctvunti 
a  new  soveminent  is  legally  in  operation,  or  until  the 
bench  of  New  Mexico  is  occupied  by  less  ignorant  peri<ons. 

Should  you,  sir,  deem  It  proper  to  make  invci^tigations 
concerning  these  matteri,  I  caution  yoo  against  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  Territory,  Mr.  Donisiano  Vigil. 

It  is  within  niv  knowledge  that  when  Colonel  Washington, 
desirous  of  giving  relief  in  one  of  tlie  cases  above  cited,  ofli- 
cially  directed  Mr.  Vigil  to  write  to  Prefecio  M  aniiel  Otero  to 
annul  the  order  of  Alcalde  Vicente  Armijo,  and  restore  Padre 
Baca  to  his  original  |»osition,  that  Mr.  Vigil  did  dispatch 
Biieh  an  «>rder ;  and  alto,  and  without  autiunUyof  Colonel 
lyashinftonf  an  old  order  of  his ;  which  old  order,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  second  bote  of  Prefecto  Otero,  dated 
October  91,  in  made  the  basis  of  special  pleadttig,  which 
has  resulted  in  Padre  Baca's  being  still  excluded,  tliough 
the  express  object  of  Colonel  Washington  was  to  reinstate 
him.  1  have  aboto  say,  that  the  identical  reasoning  con- 
tained in  the  second  note  of  Prefecto  Otero  was  used  in 
conversation  with  me  by  Mr.  Vigil. 

Among  the  documents  which  I  lay  before  you,  I  had  in- 
tended to  include  the  decree  of  December  34th  of  last  year, 
referred  to  in  one  of  the  papers  I  lay  l>eiurc  you  ;  but  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  tr«»m  Mr.  Vigil  a  copy,  though  I 
have  made  as  many  as  four  or  five  personal  applications 
for  it. 

In  conclu!:ion  I  have  to  say,  that  all  the  material  facts  in 
tbe  above  can  be  substantiated  by  atliUuvits  or  documents. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  H.  WEIGtlTMAN,  Jittomey. 
To  Brevet  Colonel  John  Mcnroe, 

Cirti  and  Military Cforemor  of  New  Mexico. 

On  this  complaint,  Colonel  Munroe  look  no  ac- 
tion. 

Here  are  two  letters  of  my  own  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  Colonel  Munroe  further  outrages,  togeth- 
er with  a  respectful  memorial  signed  bj  one  hund- 
red owners  of  a  church,  declaring  that  they  had 
been  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  thereof,  and  hum- 
bly requesting  that  he  would  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  their  oppressor  and  remove  him  from 
office. 

Sabinal,  June  18,  1850. 
Sir  :   At  the  request  of  the  people  of  this  vicinity,  I 
ha\'e  drawn  up  in  Siianish  a  inenional  directed  to  you.    Of 
tliis  memorial  1  t>end  a  copy  in  English. 

I  was  sent  for  by  express  to  Albuquerque  by  Don  Job< 
Chavis,  inloruiing  me  that  he  would  like  me  to  repair  to 
tliis  place  with  all  dispatch,  as  he  feared,  unless  tli«  people 
were  pacified,  violence  might  be  coniniittcd.  as  the  autlior- 
ities  were  attempting  to  lorce  upon  the  people,  against  their 
will.  Padre  Cardenas. 

Padre  Cardenas  is  the  same  person  who  was  attempted 
to  be  forced  on  the  people  of  Tom^,  which  outrage  Colonel 
Washington  countermanded,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
papers  1  had  tlie  honor  fo  lay  before  you.  Upon  my  arri- 
val in  Los  Lunas,  I  met  persons  who  informed  me  that 
Judges  Houghton  and  Otero  bsd  arrived  in  tliat  place,  and 
tliat  for  the  present  all  was  quiet.  I  remained  in  Los  Lu-* 
nas,  and  in  Uie  morning  discovered  that  the  judges,  together 
with  the  prefecto,  had  set  out'on  the  evening  before  for  Sabi- 
nal,  a  second  time.  I  therefore  hastened  on.  On  my  arri- 
val in  Bclen,  I  was  informed  that  the  people  (of  Sabinal) 
were  in  a  state  of  revolution,  and  ttiat  Colonel  May  with 
bis  compmiy  was  there,  &,c.  From  Belen  I  galloped  to 
this  place,  but  founa  the  people  working  in  their  fields,  and 
that  Colonel  MiU'  had  neither  arrived  nor  been  beard  tVom. 
I'he  judges  had  also  passed  below,  tliough  the  Prefecto 
was  still  tliere,  justifying  the  conduct  of  the  alcaldc,^and 
threatening  the  people  with  the  con!«equences  of  their  in- 
subordination. Colonel  May  has  since  been  beard  flrom, 
and  declines  interi'eriiig. 

Since  hearing  from  Colonel  May,  the  alcalde  has  cited, 
through  the  c<instable,  armed  men  to  be  present*  to  assist 
biin  in  enforcing  order,  for  which  there  is  no  cause,  as  order 
prevails,  and  will  prevail,  unless  he  disturbs  it.  Tne  armed 
men  have  not  yet  made  their  appearance,  and  I  presume 
will  not. 

Of  one  thing  I  can  assture  you — that  though  determined 
to  resist  the  entrance  of  Padre  Cardenas  into  their  church, 
no  people  who  are  so  anxious  can  be  more  peaceable.  I 
agree  with  the  people  entirely  that  the  whole  is  an  elec- 
tioneering trick,  to  intimidate  the  people  into  voting  for  the 
existing  aiitboritieii. 

The  people  here  are  anxious  for  you  yourself  to  examine 
into  this  matter,  and  not  to  delegate  the  examination  to 
eitlier  of  tbe  judges,  or  Uie  prefecto,  as  they  believe  that 
the  whole  originated  with  them. 

Hougiiion,  wlio  had  been  at  Otero's  house,  and  Otero 
arrived,  though  not  in  company,  on  the  same  day,  and  Car- 
denas on  the  day  before.  On  the  arrival  of  the  judges 
operations  commenced,  and  rumors  of  assassination  and 
revolution,  in  the  midst  of  which  I  am  living,  enjoying  the 
good  things  of  this  life  with  much  relisii,  and  with  an  abid- 
ing confidence  in  the  vlriue  of  the  people,  and  none  what- 
ever in  tlie  judges  and  preiectos. 

The  Mexicans  are  learning  n^ridly  their  rights,  and  in  a 
few  more  elections  cannot  he  imposed  upon  by  any  pre 
tended  authority.  Six  months  ago  two  judges,  a  prefecto 
and  alcalde  could  have  done  what  they  pleased  out  of 
Santa  F<  or  Taos ;  but  Democratic  doctrines  are  very  pro- 
gressive, and  much  liked  by  every  people  who  have  bad  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  their  operation.  I  have  every 
confidence  in  the  virtue  of  tbe  people.  The  onlv  thing  of 
which  I  have  any  fear  is  the  wholesale  fVauds,  which 
experience  has  taught  me  to  expect. 

Be  so  good  as  to  preserve  this  letter,  aa  I  desire  to  make 
a  copy.    Very  respectfully  yours, 

H.  H.  WBI6UTMAN. 
Colonel  John  Mdnrob, 

MUUary  and  Civil  Oov^nor  of  New  Hexieo. 

[Translation.] 

8adi!tal,  June  18, 1850. 
Bim:  With  much  respect  we  desire  to  represent  to  your 
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worship  that  for  a  long  time  past  we  havt  ntuU  m*m 
injuries  at  the  hands  of  the  alcalde,  Jeuw  SiNa, asioii 
in  the  last  few  days,  to  wit,  on  Suaday  Iwt  the  Udi  of  in 
niontli,  he,  the  alcalde,  artemfMed  to  force  oa  ike  psHir^ 
BgaiuHt  tlie  win  of  a  great  majority  of  tke  owwn  of  i^ 
church,  the  friar  Cardenas,  that  be  might  ptttanaiMs 
in  the  chorch. 

The  pretext  of  the  alcalde  for  this  act  Is.  that  *•  r«i 
Otero,  our  regular  cara,  has  not  peribra^d  iaass  iiir  mm 
lime.  The  reason  why  the  Cora  Otero  has  aot  pfirihiM 
mass  is  that  this  same  alcalde,  some  tiaiesliice,  ^hoij* 
the  public  jail,  and  tor  this  reason  the  cara  leantoine 
here  until  thin  alcalde  may  be  remnveil  frau  offt(T,M  ^ 
can  have  confidence  that  his  rights  will  be  rrtfierW. 

The  owners  of  the  clHircfa  in  all  are  one  bouirc4  M 
nineteen.  We  send. a  list  of  more  tbaa  em  baitN 
We  desire  to  say,  that  it  is  our  dcidre  lo  <Amj  Ike  lan,ti4 
deport  ourselves  as  good  cilisens ;  bat  it  is  not  pttmUcit 
submit  ourselves  with  patience  lo  the  tyrauaicalssdiBcia 
conduct  of  Alcaide  Jesus  r^ilva.  We  deime  your  «oti4i^ 
to  examine  yowrtelj  into  tbe  conduct  of  the  slraMe. 

It  is  necessary  for  us  to  say,  that  the  alodd**,  (e^orcNw 
aot  ol  Sunday  last,  was  in  company  on  that  saoK  uj  cj« 
tlie  circuit  Judges,  Houghton  and  Otero,  and  tbat  sAtnnr* 
the  prefHcto  arrived  here,  and  has  coudemaed  tbepcsfK 
and  approved  the  alcalde. 

We  desire  tu  say  very  respectfully,  that  it  will  net  kjvt 
for  your  worsliip  to  order  either  ol  the  Judges,  Hsacbtoier 
OterO;  or  tbe  prefecto  to  decide  npou  tbe  eomlurt  of  tk 
alcald<7 ;  for  we  think  them  equally  inlereailed  wnk  l«; 
and  we  nay  to  your  worship,  with  all  rei^pert,  that  tkri 
of  Sunday  last  was  nothing  more  than  a  project  to  houw- 
date  Ihe  people,  and  lo  obtain  votes  in  the  etecttoa  moi  u 
take  place. 

In  fine,  we  desire  to  conduct  ourselves  »  geod  eiixw; 
but  we  do  not  cue  to  be  sul^ecled  to  ibis  alcuMe;  md  for 
this  reason  we  send  you  this  leuer,  to  say  tb«t  «f  b»e 
fear  of  his  bad  acts,  and  to  petition  yonr  woraki|i  P>  wapiiii 
him  until  you  can  examine  into  his  conduct 

With  much  respect,  kc. 

Signed  by  one  hundred  of  tbecitiBem  of  SaUul,  os«a 
of  tbe  church. 

To  the  Governor  John  Mombok. 

Sabikal,  Jwtit  19,  IKd. 

Sir:  Last  night  I  dispatched  a  courier  Iron thi* pivt, 
with  a  petition,  9igned  by  more  than  one  buodrH  p^n-u, 
informing  you  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  Je»u«  8itT%ui 
praying  that  he  might  be  suspended  from  bisfiwctioabSMt 
you  could  examine  into  his  conduct,  and  reqoewv  *a 
neitlierJudgeHoughtou  nor  Judge  Otero,  or  HrcferiolMiD 
Luna,  might  be  detailed  to  make  the  exarainaiioo  ••  ft^ 
were  believed  to  be  equally  cul|>aMe  with  the  akrifc. 

1'  have  now  to  report  to  you  other  outrages  aReafida 
be  committed.  Thisevening,  white  in  conpauy  wtdi  fe^ 
Torres,  Jos«  Annijo.  and  another,  before  the  bouwof  ikf 
first,  there  arrived  the  eonetnble  of  Bekn,  with  two  otta 
persons,  with  a  docmnent,  (of  which  1  send  jnraasual 
copy,)  directuig  said  constable  to  go  to  tbe  booM  of  iw* 
Armijo,  and  seek  of  him  a  li«!t  of  persons  who,  la  cmsptf! 
with  him,  had  emharraeaedtkeananftmentMer^sfxS^ 
of  the  alcalde.  It  is  stated  in  this  documeal  tkattka  M 
was'iinderatood  by  report^  to  be  in  poasessioa  s^Mitf  Af- 
loijo.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  ii;»t  which  wu  ia4 
night  forwarded  to  you.  The  constable  was  further  *f«t«i 
to  take  llie  bodies  of  Jo*6  Armijo  and  of  all  the  prrsw 
mentioned  in  the  list,  and  brioft  tliem  before  the  koBsnM 
Prefecto  Ramou  Lima,  to-mori^w  at  sunrise,  tbere  to  tert 
their  ofi^uise  examined  into.  To-nwrrosf,  I  b«f  y«s  » 
notice,  is  tbe  day  of  the  election,  and  the  persow  »bw< 
names  are  signed  to  the  list,  all  to  a  man  are  opposed  I0tke 
existing  civil  authorities.    Tbe  capture  of  so  onojr  fnft 

it  was  doubtless  supposed  would  have  tbe  effect  ^^'^ 
dating  tlie  people,  between  this  point  and  Los  Laaa*,  MdM 

having  the  cflcct  of  depriving  the  captured  of  the  ncfu of 

voting.  . 

This  citation  being iUegal  from  beginnmg  loead,!  MnM 
Don  Joiw  Armijo,  not  to  notice  it  The  people  km  i>r 
much  frightened,  and  have  oflTered  to  pay  die  to  <i)  ^ 
defend  them.  Still  these  are  the  people  who  are  refr»«w 
as  being  in  a  state  of  revolution.  They  expect,  •s<»g 
good  cause,  to  be  harassed  with  flnes  and  ieiprtawwn' 
by  the  authorities.  . 

The  people  up  to  this  lime,  have  not  coniinitted  i  «flf« 
illegal  act ;  but  If  they  are  harassed  still  furtbei,  if  it  !»«• 
ble  tliat  through  ignorance  they  may  err.  It  i»  ^•*"*^"' 
this  fear  that  they  ilevir?  me  to  remain  widi  nd  •*"J 
them.  They  desire  to  maintain  their  rights,  hot  no*  •^  "J™ 
the  law.  If  a  wrong  has  been  committed,  then  is  tbr  »*« 
population,  with  not  more  than  fifteen  exccplioos,  ^1^ 
ted.  A  simple  remedy  for  the  existing  evil*,  I  *•**/■; 
liberty  of  suggesting ;  it  is  this:  for  you  to  dirrcltheiaj*- 
ities  here  to  indict,  before  the  grand  jury,  all  tfaeeug*^ 
and,  in  the  interim,  not  to  trouble  tbcm  more  cuue«""l 
tills  mancr.  The  investigation  will  then  be  «»»*'2fL« 
the  prosecutor  of  the  Territory,  and  then  if  the  peopw  ■*^ 
oflended,  they  will  then  be  punished  and  not  tnsojrr*  tj 
petty  mmestations.  I  have  to  say,  moreover,  tkst  «»• " 
the  utmost  Importance,  to  examine  into  **  '^^'■f!^  5J! 
alcalde.  I  have  further  lo  say,  what  I  have  betot  isw  ^ 
fore  you,  that  very  few  of  the  civil  authoritici  •»«  *2JS 
or  desirous,  of  examining  dispassionately  into  die  wjrj 
of  others  of  their  number;  as  they  are,  as  I  *■** ^J"!. 
honor  of  stating  to  you,  banded  together  for  auiiaal  fn^ 
Uon  in  their  iniquities.  The  prefecto  of  the  f^J^^Jf 
Bematlillo  ie  particularly  objectionable;  ^f>^^\jr^S 
but  one  prefecto,  «  hose  character  I  am  acaoainteo  '^j 
whom  I  consider  competent  to  tbe  task,  and  be  ^J^*rr 
fecto  of  San  Miguel,  Mr.  Grolman— with  thU  f«^J2?it 
have  no  personal  acquaintance,  and  his  politicti  ^^'Vm. 
opposed  to  mine,  but  he  baa  the  characl^  of  an  apops 
honorable,  and  sensible  man.  ^^^  ^^ 

As  I  lucnttoiied  in  my  communication  of  lart  a^P»». 
the  cause  of  the  difficulty  here  is,  that  f^^^^^^JJ!^ 
to  open  the  church  that  Friar  Cardena*,  a  '***r^*r;X!^ 
might  pertbrin  therein  a  masa.  To  this  step  of  »*  "^ 
more  than  one  hundred,  of  tbe  hundred  and  ?*2IL.  ««*• 
of  the  church,  objected,  aifaii^  a  paper  to  thisefl»ei. 
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<io  fKM  csre  fbr  P«dro  Cnr4etum  ;>*  or,  In  other  words  they 
4li<l  oot  4««in*  liis  i«rvicu.  Mr.  Jn^  Amiiju,  aii  eJderljr 
S^i>tfl«m«n  of  ^(h\  re{i«ie  was  deputed  jipokcsiuan,  and,  in 
oonipany  wilb  a  nmiibcr  of  (h(*  coiif  rcpttion,  told  Uie  alcalde 
lK«t  tt  wa«a|:ainstttieirwiil  for  Pedro  Cardenas  to  ray  iitaw 
in  Utcir  vharch.  The  alcalde  replied  that  **  he  had  the 
power,  and  did  not  recognise  that  of  lh«j  people.''  To 
wluoh  wa«  replied :  •*  If  yo«  do  not  recognise  the  people, 
or  tN«ir  aQTeroJjrmy,  the  people  will  not  recoffiiise  you  as 
«l<-aJde.  '^    Aad  these  words  have  been  construed  in  r«bel 

With  the  sincere  hope  that  the  cries  of  a  distremed  peo- 
ple may  not  fee  nnavniling,  1  h^ve  lite  honor  to  tdzu  niytielf 
your  otte4ient  servant,  E.  11,  WE  (G  HTM  AN. 

OoAonel  JoHM  Mu?«roe, 

MUUuiy  and  Ciril  Governor  «/  Kt»ff  THerieo, 

'Po  these  appeals  of  an  oppressed  and  distressed 
people  Colonel  Munnie  turned  a  deaf  ear. 

Here  is  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  New  Mexico, 

charging  certain  c^Rcers  with  embezzlemeot  of  the 

public  funds,     I  will  not  read  it,  but  it  distinctly 

cKarges  willful  and  deltberate  fraud  and  collusion 

betwreen  certain  officers  (holding  their  offices  at 

the  absolute  will  and  pleasure  of  Colonel  Munroe) 

to  embezzle  the  public  funds,  and  exhibitint?  proofs 

of   the  einliezxlement,  on  which  Colonel  Munroe 

took  MO  uction. 

Here  is  the  case  of  Simon  Roseostein,  to  which 

1  invite  particular  attention.    Here  it  is: 

SiUfTA  Fk,  New  Mexico,  { 
Kovemberxl6y  1649.      ) 
8i» :  It  is  Ukf  painfttl  daty  aa  counHcl  for  Simon  Rosen- 
stein, a  citizen  of  the  (JMted  States,  to  bring  to  your  notice 
a  moat  grievouA  and, distressing  outrage,  which  haa  l>een 
coanmin^d  on  his  pervoa. 

Without  law,  or  color  of  law,  while  peaceably  engaged 
iu  tlB«  proeeciition  of  Ids  lawfid  business  as  a  trader,  or 
Baerctumt,  he  was  arrested  by  a  non-com  missioned  officer 
and  lb«r  soldiera  belonging  to  the  garrison  at  Albuquerque, 
and,  without  trial  or  (arm  of  trial,  confined  in  the  guard- 
boHs«  of  that  place  fiir  the  night,  during  which  he  wa^i  fur- 
nished with  neither  food  nor  bedding,  and  without  being 
permitied  to  write  to  bis  friends,  though  he  requested  per- 
cni^»iOD  «o  to  do. 

Tbis  arrest  took  piece  on  Tuesdny  last  of  this  montli,  at 
about  one  oVlock. 

On  the  next  momiog  he  waa  told  that  he  must  be  Mind- 
fbld^,  as  it  WB»  Beeecsary  to  take  him  to  another  room  that 
be  luifbt  be  questioned,  and  having  been  blindfolded,  he 
was  led  into  another  room  and  $tripj>ed,  and  hound,  and 
acouTf^ed.  ^ 

He  wua  left  irtsencible,  and  is  at  this  moment  in  sullbriug 
troMB  the  eflects  of  this  iilcg.d  and  brvtal  treatment,  and 
knows  not  to  this  hour  for  what  he  has  been  punished. 

Side  by  side  with  the  statement  of  this  outrage,  I  place 
Che  words  of  tlie  Coof^titution  of  the  United  States:  **  In  all 

*  erimiiial  proi^ecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to 

*  a  tf  peedy  and  puMic  trial,  by  an  ioipartial  jury  of  the  State 

*  or  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  comuiitted, 

*  which  district  ^alL  have  been  previously  ascertainea  by 

*  law,  and  to  be  iuforwed  of  the  nature  aind  cause  of  the 
*accaMtion;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 

*  bioa ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses 

*  in  bia  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  coiiosei  for  his 
«  defense.^ 

Has  the  sufferer,  Simon  Rosenstein,  been  accused  ? 

Has  he  enjoyed  the  right  to  a  puMic  and  speedy  trial  by 
an  impartial  jury  ^ 

Has  he  been  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  ac- 
cusation ? 

Has  he  been  confronted  with  witnessee  uainst  him  ? 

Has  compulsory  process  been  afforded  htm  for  obtainiiig 
witoesaea  ia  his  tevor? 

Has  he  laad  the  assistance  of  counsel  fbr  his  defease  ? 

Who  is  the  perpetrator  of  tbis  outrage  upon  the  perran  of 
a  citizen  and  upon  the  laws  of  the  country,  a  coun  of  in- 
quiry may  discover.    *    •    • 

As  counsel  for  Simon  Rosenstein,  I  feel  called  upon  re- 
^lectfully  to  a>k  of  you,  sir,  in  your  double  capacity  as 
Civil  and  Military  Governor,  to  cau.«e  a  strict  investigation 
Co  be  made  into  this  whole  matter,  in  order  that  the  real 
perpetrniors  may  be  brouprht  to  light. 

1  mm*  air.  very  reapecUully,  your  obedient  <>ervant, 

R.  H.  WE  IG  HTM  AN, 
Countel/or  Simon  Ro$en*Uin, 
7H»  Col.  Jonu  Momi^B. 

MUUary  and  Civil  OovemoroflfetD  Mexico. 

And  on  this  complaint  Colonel  Munroe  did  tak( 
HO  adtQn. 

Mr.  PHELPS.     Who  commanded  at   Albu- 
qoerque? 
Mf.  WEIGHTMAN-  1  am  talking  about com- 

Elaints  I  laid  before  Governor  Munroe,  upon  which 
e  took  no  action. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Who  commanded  at  Albu- 
querque ? 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.    Major  Hine. 
[Here  ilie  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ORR.  I  have  arisen  for  the  purpose  of 
denutnding:  the  previous  question  upon  the  motion 
that  has  been  submitted,  to  refer  this  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections  and  to  print.  Before 
making  that  motion,  however,  I  desire  to  make  a 
remark  or  too  upon  this  subject.  I  think  the  de- 
bate we  have  been  listening  to  has  been  most  un- 
fortunate, and  certainly  very  unusual.  A  memorial 
is  presented  by  Captain  Reynolds,  contesting  the 
«eat  of  the  deles&te  from  New  Mexico,  and  upon 
that  memorial  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr. 


Phbi.m]  makes  a  speech,  in  which  charges  arc 
brought,  not  against  the  (iovemor  of  New  Mex- 
ico in  connectiuii  merely  with  this  election,  but  a 
string  of  general  charges  such  as  have  not  been 
broujjht,  perhaps,  against  any  public  man  since 
those  preferred  against  Warren  Hasting.  Now, 
if  tliese  charges  are  all  true,  why  does  not  the 
gentleman  oner  a  resolution  here,  asking  that  a 
committee  of  investigation  may  be  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  truth.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question  in  law. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Orr]  had  paid  a  little  more  strict  at>  j 
tention  to  what  1  hud  to  say  of  the  conduct  of  Gov- 
ernor Calhoun,  he  would  have  found  that  my  re- 
marks were  confined  exclusively  to  his  coiuiuctin 
interfering  in  the  elections.  1  found  it  necessary 
to  read  some  extracts  from  a  newspaper,  and  also 
from  a  nmnuscript  letter  which  had  Ueeii  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  by  certain 
gentlemen  in  this  city,  and  there  were  some  other 
charges  connected  with  it  which  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  read,  in  order  to  obtain  the  portion  i 
wanted.  1  intended  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the 
interference  on  the  part  uf  Governor  Calhoun  in 
political  afiairs,  and  in  the  elections  that  were  held 
m  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  I  had  nothing 
to  say  of  tlie  conduct  of  the  Governor  in  any 
other  particular. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  weis  very  attentive  to  the  remarks 
of  my  friend  fVom  Missouri,  [Mr.  Publps,]  and  i 
heard  his  entire  speech.  1  desiie  to  inquire  of 
gentlemen,  if  they  do  not  remember  di.stincily  tliat 
he  charges  the  Governor  of  New  Mexico  with 
certain  corruption  in  securing  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  New  Mexico. 
1  desire  to  inquire  what  connection  that  has  with 
the  question  now  before  the  House.  But  the  main 
purpose  1  had  in  view  in  calling  th6  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  subject  at  the  present  time  is  this: 
Here  a  memorial  is  presented,  contesting  the  seat 
of  a  delegate.  That  memorial  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and  report  them 
to  the  House  in  an  authoritative  form,  and  then 
each  member  of  this  House  becomes  a  judge  upon 
that  statement  of  the  facts,  it  is  not  right  that  eithejp 
the  contestant  or  sitting  member  should  be  preju-: 
iiiced  in  theestimation  of  the  HoMse  or  country,  by 
any  ex  parte  statements  made  by  those  presenting 
the  memorial,  or  in  defense  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Mexico,  [Mr.  Weiuutuak.]  it  is  a  ques- 
tion which  should  not  have  been  agitated  at  all,  but 
should  have  been  referred  to  a  committee.  When 
a  committee  submits  a  report,  then  it  will  be  open 
to  fair  debate  and  decision  by  the  House.  I  de- 
mand the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  Will  4he  gentleman  permit  me 
one  word  of  explanation.  1  think  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  O&rJ  has  unintention* 
ally  done  me  iniustice. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  will  yield  the  floor  temporarily  to 
the  gentleman,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to 
make  a  short  explanation.  1  want  to  make  my 
usual  motion  very  soon.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PHELPS.  The  gentleman  was  confound- 
ing some  of  the  matter  which  1  read  at  ihe  time 
1  was  addressing  the  Hous^,  with  remarks  1  my- 
selfsubmitted.  1  he  gentleman  is  inclined,  perliaps, 
to  censure  the  course  1  have  pursued  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  this  memorial,  and  the  remarks  which 
I  made  on  the  day  1  presented  it.  I  briefly  stated 
the  charges  which  the  petitioner  made,  stating 
the  fact  that  he  contestea  the  right  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Mexico  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 
1  was  proceeding  at  that  time  to  say  something  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  Governor  Calhoun  in 
the  election  in  New  Mexico,  and  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  St akl't]  suggested  the  post- 
ponement of  the  matter.  To  that  point  I  had  said 
nothing,  but  that  which  the  rules  of  the  House 
require  me  to  say  in  the  presentation  of  a  memo- 
rial, or  a  petition.  At  a  subsequent  time,  I  con- 
fined myself  entirely  to  the  charges  contained  in 
the  memorial.  After  that,  at  an  interview  with 
the  Delegate  from  New  Mexico,  I  informed  him 
of  the  course  of  remark  which  1  had  intended  to 
have  pursued,  had  I  not  been  arrested  in  it.  I  had 
no  desire,  as  I  stated  at  the  time  I  ofl*ered  that  me- 
morial, to  do  anything  which  might  prejudice  his 
case.  He  seemed  to  think  that  I  had  gone  a  little 
too  far,  and  desired,  therefore,  to  reply.  1  was 
willing  the  matter  should  rest  there.  I  had  con- 
fined my  remark  exclusively  to  the  conduct  of 


Governor  Calhoun  in  interfering  ia  the  election  of 
the  Detente  from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico* 
and  also  in  the  snecihl  election,  held  in  the  county 
of  Rio  Arriba.  I  thought  it  was  a  fair  and  legiti- 
mate inference,  and  a  matter  which  might  be  urged 
to  show  that  there  was  an  interference  on  the  part 
of  t  he  Governor  of  that  Territory  in  political  aflairs, 
which  was  unauthorized,  and  hignly  censurable 
upon  his  part.  I  did  not  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
th  *  oppressions  which  the  people  suffered  under  the 
military  Government  of  New  Mexico.  I  supposed 
that  tne  gentleman  from  New  Mexico  [Mr. 
Wkiohtman]  would  have  confined  himself  entirely 
to  defending  Governor  Calhoun  from  the  charges 
whidi  I  brought  against  him.  As  to  those,  there 
has  been  no  denial  on  the  part  of  the  fi^entleinan. 
Here  is  the  explanation  I  desire  to  make.  1  had. 
intended  to  have  submitted  something  further. 

Mr.  OKR.  I  have  no  doubt  that  thegentleinan 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Phelps]  thought  his  action 
in  the  premises  was  right,  but  I  think  it  has  been 
unusual  for  such  a  cnui'^e  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  Will  the genUeman  yield 
me  the  floor  for  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  ORR.  I  cannot  refuse,  but  it  is  the  last 
time.      I 

Mr.  WEIGHTMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Missouri  says  I  have  not  taken  up  tbechai^^ea 
against GovernorX^lhouii.  Lam  inelinedto think  , 
that  I  showed  those  chai-g^  were  before  the  people, 
brought  in  issue  under  the  contested  election,  and 
that  my  adversaries  dared  not  take  the  testimony 
upon  tdose  issues. 

M  r.  ORR.  I  renew  my  demand  for  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  tjuestion  ia  upon  re- 
ferring the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenpessee.  I  ask  for  a  division 
of  the  question.  There  is  no  necessity  for  print- 
ing. 

The  question  then  recurring  Erst  upon  the  refer- 
ence, it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative. 

So  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  printing, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  hiwea  bill  which 
has  been  before  the  Judiciary  Committee  for  a 
lonz  time,  and  which  the  convenience  qf  suitors 
in  the  city  of  New  York  requires  should  be  passed. 
1 1  is  one  to  which  there  can  be  no  objection,  and 
I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  make 
a  report  of  the  bill  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  ORR  objected. 

Mr.  KING.  It  is  a  bill  to  which  there  can  be 
no  objection.  It  has  been  in  my  hands  for  some 
six  weeks,  but  the  morning  hour  has  been  taken 
up  with  business  connected  with  the  public  lands. 
I  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  me  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  ORR.  1  rise  to  a  privileged  motion.  I 
m*ve  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  KING.  1  hope  the  House  will  first  pass 
this  bill.     It  will  not  take  five  minutes. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  appeal  to 
the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  to  withdraw 
his  motion  and  allow  this  bill  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  ORR.     I  cannot  do  h. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  The  passage  of  this  bill  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  progress  of  business 
in  the  courts. 

Mr.  ORR.  All  the  committees  of  this  House 
have  bills  which  they  desire  to  submit,  and  if 
reports  were  called  ^r  regularly  for  one  hour, 
they  would  all  have  an  opportunity. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Orr  s 
motion,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes 
51,  noes  53. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KING.     I  believe  my  motion  will  come 
up  the  first  thing  on  Monday  next,  and  as  it  is  not 
probable  a  quorum  can  now  be  brought  in,  I  will    . 
not  ask  the  House' to  act  on  my  moiion  now. 

Mr.  STUART.  Is  not  the  Alabama  land  bill 
the  first  thing  in  order  when  the  House  proceeds 
to  the  call  of  committees? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  such  bills— 
the  Alabama  land  bill,  and  the  North  Carolina 
land  bill— the  previous  question  being  demanded 
in  both  cases,  but  not  ordered  in  either.  Those 
bills,  therefore,  take  their  places  on  the  Speaker's 
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table,  and  cannot  be  reached  until  the  House  goea 
to  the  business  on  the  Sneaker's  table.  This  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  if  not  acied  on  now, 
will  be  the  first  business  in  order  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  evident  there  is  not 
a  quorum  present,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
therefore  submit  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  I  make 
that  motion. 

Mr.  BRIOGS.  I  ask  the  frentleman  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Very  well,  sir. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGGS,  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Bisscll  be  dis- 
charged from  further  serrice  on  the  committee  of 
conference  upon  the  disagreement  between  the 
Senate  and  House  in  reference  to  the  bonnty  land 
bill;  and 

The  SPEAKER  appointed  Mr.  Fitcb  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  nnaninkous 
consent,  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Mississippi,  praying  the  reduction  of  the 
price  of  land  in  the  Augusta  and  Washington  land 
districts,  and  urging  a  grant  of  land  for  the  New 
Orleans  and  Jackson  railroad;  which  were  serer- 
ally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ROBBINS,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  »c. 
The  following  |»etiiinn«,  memorials,  3m-,  were  pmented 
Mider  the  rule,  ami  relcnvd  to  the  appropriait!  coiiiniine«M : 

By  Mr.  OUTLAW:  The  pciiiioti  of  William  SimuviiiP, 
William  B.  Siifphard,  and  other  cilixcns  ol'  North  Caro- 
lina, against  the  extension  and  rctiuwal  of  Wo(»d worth '• 
nateiH* 

By  Mr  KUHNS :  The  pMitkm  of  John  Weir,  Jim.,  James 
Bill,  aiid  151  iilHer  eiiixciw  ol'  Fre«pnrt,  Aruii*lrong  county, 
Penntfvlvonia^  praying  Congress  lo  provide  by  law  tor  the 
observance  ol  Uie  Danciiiy  of  Uie  Lord's  day,  by  releasing 
fVom  official  duties  all  persons  hi  Uie  employment  ol  the 
Ooveminent  in  cashes  where  the  public  sal'ety  does  not  re- 
quire it — and  particnlarlv  in  regard  to  the  mail  service. 

Also,  the  petition  ol*  James  Bell  and  other  citisens  of 
Penn^lvania,  praying  Congress  to  sUftain  the  Wheehng 
Bridire,  and  to  prevent  its  destruction  under  ilie  late  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court  oi'the  United  i^lates. 

By  Mr.  BROWN.  orMi«i*is»ippi :  The  |ietition  of  D.  M. 
Bean  and  6o  othcn*.  citizens  of  Mis^is^ippi,  |»mying  tlie 
passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  appoiutmeni  of  psmalb 
postmasters. 

By  Mr.  BRBNTON :  The  petition  of  John  Portner  and 
100  others,  as^king  the  estatriiiihmeut  of  a  post  route  in  No- 
ble eounty,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  PICKLIN :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Templelon 
and  others,  for  a  mail  route  from  Charleston,  Coles  county, 
▼ia  Long  Point  to  Teiitopolis,  in  KlAiigliain  county. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  memorial  ot  S.  Spink,  a^istant 
aiarslial  of  the  county  of  Wi>od,  Ohio,  asking  additional 
eompen.<aiion  for  taking  the  Seventh  Cen^^us. 

By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois :  The  remonstrance  of 
B.  H.  Thomas  and  90  oUier  citia^ii-*  of  Winnebago  count v, 
Illinois,  against  a  renewal  of  C.  U.  McConiiick's  pateiit 
for  a  reaping  machine. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  James  V.  Gale  and  43  others, 
dtiseiiSofOgleconnty,  lUinois,  agaiiiiit  the  renewal  of  a 
^teut  heretolbre  granted  to  Amstin  and  Zebulon  Parker, 
lor  alleged  iniproveuients  on  reacUon  water  wheels. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  petition  of  C.  J.  Mar^h.  Justus  N. 
Dart,  and  other  citisens  of  Marquette  county,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Montello  by  Westfieid  and  KingKbury  Ferry,  to 
Beed's  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  MILLION  :  The  memorial  of  Isaac  V.  Pratt  and 
97  other  citizens  of  Norttolk  couiUy ,  Virginia,  remonstruting 
against  the  renewal  of  the  Woodwortli  patent 

By  Mr.  G  AYLORO :  The  memorial  ofll.  Dawes  and  145 
other  citizens  of  Morran  county,  Ohio,  asking  a  grant  of 
1UO,003  acres  of  unsold  public  lands  withhi  Ohio,  to  aid  in 
the  conscrucUon  ot  a  certain  plank  or  McAdnmfzed  mad. 

Also,  tlie  petition  of  Noah  L.  Wil«on  and  other  rcsidenu 
of  MarietU,  Ohii>,  asking  Congress  to  establish  tlie  bridges 
of  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge  Company  as  a  post 
road,  tbc 

By  Mr.  TBURSTON:  The  petition  of  William  P.  Dean, 
af  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  for  commutation  of  clothing 
and  rations  as  a  recruiting  sergeant,  for  two  months  service 
In  Mexico,  under  tiie  direction  of  Colonel  Ransom  and  Lieu- 
tenant De  Wolfs. 

By  Mr.  EDGBRTON  :  The  petition  of  tiie  heirs  of  Lieu 
tanant  Francis  Martin,  asking  reinunerallon  for  losses  sus- 
tained In  the  revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Maumce  City,  Lucas 
county,  Ohio,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  improveiaent 
of  the  Mauinee  river.  ' 

•^VS?..?**  n»«n»orial  of  Uie  assistant  mar<<hal  of  Lucas 
and  Williams  county,  Ohio,  asking  additional  compensation 
Ibr  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  petition  of  John  Senter  and 
others,  asking  farcoufinnaik>o  ol  title  to  certain  Umds  in  the 
Laka  superior  land  district. 

ByMr.  ROBBINd:  The  petition  of  Mathias  Rusk,  and 
SS  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia  county,  in  favor  of  the 
•xtensioB  of  the  Woodwonh  patent. 

Also,  the  joint  resolutions  of  tiie  Legislature  of  the  Sutte 
of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  their  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives in  Congress  to  use  Uieir  elforts  in  securing  tiie  rvtab' 
Ushment  of  a  navy.yard,  depOt,  and  dry-dock  on  tii«  lake 
iroalMr^ 


By  Mr.  THOMAS  M.  HOWE:  Sundry  menieriiils  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  coiiKiruction  of  a  rihip-canal  aroaiid  the 
Fnlla  of  tlie  riv»T  St  Marie,  Mic!<i;!an. 

By.  Mr.  FAULKNETR:  A  lueinorial  of  sundry  citisens 
of  the  counties  of  Berkley  and  Jefferson,  State  of  Virginia, 
remonstrating  agaiimt  any  fnrltiVr  extension  of  Zebiilun 
Parker's  reoctimi  water-wbeel  patent. 

Aluo,  a  pelilron  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  connty  of  Fred- 
erick, State  of  Virginia,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the 
Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  remonstrance  of  Thomas  J. 
Lnngley  and  340  other  legnl  voters  of  Guernsey  county, 
Ohio,  praying  that  the  hriAges  of  the  Wheeling  and  Bel- 
mont Bridge  C«mipnny  mny  be  e»iahlished  as  post  roads, 
and  permitted  to  remain  nt  their  present  heighL 

By  Mr.  IIENN:  The  petition  of  Jacob  B.  Sprngne  and 
80  otiiers,  citizens  of  Wapello  connty,  Iowa,  asking  a 
grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  comtfrnction  of  a  railroad  from 
Borlingfon  to  the  MlMonri  river. 

Al.oO,  pmcccdnigs  of  a  railmad  convention  held  at  Gut- 
teiiburgh,  Iowa,  on  tiie  23d  and  34tli  days  of  February.  1853. 

Alan,  proceedings  of  a  railroad  meeting  lidd  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  on  the  35th  February,  1853. 

Also,  tiie  petitifm  of  John  N.  Neweomb,  of  Lee  county. 
Iowa,  deputy  Uiitted  States  marshal,  asking  additional 
compeasaltou  for  taking  tiie  Seveoth  Census. 
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Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Morgaw. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro Irm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Paienta, 
communicating  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  his  office  for  the  year  1851  which 
relates  to  arts  and  manufactures;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  comihuni- 
eating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolutionoftheSenate, 
a  report  of  the  survey,  estimates,  dec,  of  a  route 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  Dig  Bend  of  the  Red  river, 
nuide  by  direction  of  the  Topographical  Bureau, 
by  Joshua  Barney;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Smith,  widow  of  Alba  C.  Smith,  a  soldier  in  the 
Army,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  G WIN  presented  the  memorial  of  Maria 
C.  G.  Johnson,  widow  of  James  Johnson,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  losses  sustained  during  the  late 
war  with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Darid  W.  Alexander, 
asking  to  be  reimbursed  for  losses  sustained  by 
him  during  the  late  war  with  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the^petition  of  Richard 
Elaton,  praying  a  pension,  in  consideration  of  in- 
juries received  in  the  military  service  during  the 
Florida  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHASE.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  leave  to 
present  to  the  Senate  the  remonstrance  of  a  large 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Ohio,  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Woodworth  patent.  The  gentleman 
who  sends  that  remonstrance  to  me  states,  that  it 
expresses  the  opinions  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  if  not  their  unanimous 
opinion,  and  that  the  signatures  to  this  remon- 
Rtrunce  embraced  all  the  memtiera  now  present  at 
the  capital  of  my  State.  I  beg  leare,  therefore,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Ofllce,  to  which 
committee  I  ask  that  it  may  be  referred. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  bare  received,  and  been  re- 
quested to  present  to  the  Senate,  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Washington  county,  Illinois,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  releasing  all  the  employees 
of  the  Government  of  the  UniiMl  States  from  any 
obligation  to  work  on  the  Sabbath,  or  Lord 's  day; 
and  also  to  restrain  them  by  penal  laws  from  so 
doing.  I  do  not  know  to  what  committee  this 
should  be  appropriately  referred,  and  therefore  I 
aak  that  it  may  be  laid  on  the  table  at  present. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  F. 
Gowell,  widow  of  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 


liam Smith,  praying  boonty  land  for  aenricet  n t 
soldier  in  the  Florida  war;  which  wis  refmed  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  LaiHls. 

Mr.  SOULC  presented  a  reaolutioa  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiarm,  in  favor  of  the  rshiblii^ 
ment  of  a  mail  route  frrmi  the  mouth  ofRed  rirer 
to  Natchitoches;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Con- 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadt. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RIPERRCD. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Utat  the  petition  of  CatkariaeG.  Plt»ry,to 
herself  and  others,  heirs  of  oAcers  imd  soMicn  of  at 
Rhode  Inland  brigade^i  ^e  files  of  the  Senate,  be  seftud 
to  the  Comuiittee  on  Revolutionary  CWrm. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FOOT,  it  was 

Orderedy  That  the  doeaments,  on  the  files  of  (he  Soet, 

relating  to  the  rlnitn  nf  John  Newloa,  be  n6nni  id  ie 

CoiniMillec  on  Fnblie  Land*. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMUnTlM.^ 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pna 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  ibe 
memorial  of  John  J.  Sykea,  praying  a  compoin- 
tion  for  services  performed  under  an  appointiiMtt 
from  a  special  agent  of  the  Post  Omce  Dejpin- 
ment,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bili 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  pasted  to  the 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  sante  committee,  to  wbtrk 
waa  referred  tlie  memorial  of  the  legid  represnui- 
lives  of  Wnde  Allen,  submitted  a  report,  aeeoa- 
panied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  rod 
and  paased  to  the  second  reading.  The  repoit 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  vbteli 
was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Amos,  prajin; 
compensation  for  losses  auatained  by  him  oa  ac- 
count of  the  establishment  of  a  new  mail  mie, 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordmd 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Nanl 
Affairs,  to  which  waa  referred  the  peuiio«  rf 
Wro.  P.  J.  Sanger,  submitted  a  report,  acoo- 
Yanied  by  a  bilT  for  his  relief;  which  wasrcid,aid 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  yu 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  vbkh 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  W.  Ufit, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  bj  a  bill  forhs 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  nasaetl  to  iheaeowl 
reading.    The  report  was  oraered  to  be  priniaj. 

He  also,  from  the  aame  committee,  to  whick 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  D.  JoIibjobi 
submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  wai  ordaid 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Coinmittee  of  CUiw. 
to  which  wns  referred  the  petition  of  the  lee«l  rep- 
resentatives of  the  late  Captain  Willism  G.  Wil- 
liams, submiued  a  report,  accompsnied  bvabw 
for  their  relief;  which  waa  read,  and  pssaed  to  ibe 
second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  from  the  Comiaiiiee  oo 
Naval  Affairs,  which  waa  instructed  lo  vMpm 
into  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  J*''"^ 
Charles  G.  Hunter;  which  waa  read,  and  pMsed 
to  the  second  reading.  ^^ 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  ^^^Jjr 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  joiai  rffow- 
tion  for  the  building  of  a  war-steamer  f**'^^^ 
defense;  which  was  read ,  and  passed  to  theieeoad 
reading. 

He  also  submitted  a  report  oo  tht  wp! 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FKLCH,from  the  Commiuee  as  Pww 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  menioritl  of  ** 
California  Settlersand  Miners'  State  CoDveohoii, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  coBlld«^ 
ation  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to,  inssBKici  M 
a  bill  had  been  reported  on  the  subject. 

MILITARY  RBCONNOISSANCl. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  submiued  the  foHojnBj 
resolution  for  consideration;  which  was  orferea 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prinuiy 

Reeolvedy  That  five  thonsand  copies  of  s  j«|!""**  * 
mllitiirjr  reconnolssance  l>om  8anta  F*,  New  wsn^^ 
the  Navajo  coantrjr,  made  with  the  troons  o"f^*"*J2 
of  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  WasWa|lP^«^ 
of  the  Ninth  Milluuy  DeparUnent,  and  ^^Jf^^i^^ 
Mexico,  in  1849.  by  James  H.  Simpson,  A.  M.,  [^Vfi, 
tenant  corp*  of  Topographical  Biigl»e«"»  ••  r"^ 
Hie  uac  of  the  Senate. 

CHEKAPEAKB  AND  OHIO  CAlflt. 

Mr.  PRATT  aubrnttied  the  faUowing  m^ 
tion;  which  was  agreed  to: 
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Rnohtit  ThM  tbe  Secretary  of  W v  be  direeted  to  have 
prepared  and  cnromunicaled  to  tbe  flenate,  an  e«tiinate  or 
ttie  coft  of  con«tructing  a  basin  at  tlie  terminui*  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  at  Rock  Creek,  Rutficient  to 
•cc»>uiiiiodate  tbe  trade  of  tiie  canal  at  tbat  point. 

EXTENSION  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

joint   resolution  to  authorize  the  continuance  of 

the  work  upon  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol,  with 

the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatires 

thereto,  and  it  was 

Orrferttf/Tbai  It  be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Public 
Baildiogs. 

Mr.  BORLAND  submitted  the  (Allowing  reso- 
lution for  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to: 

RMolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildingt  of 
ttH9  iSenate,  be  in»tnicted  lo  make  a  ihomugh  examination 
c»f  tbe  work  thu«  far  executed  on  tlie  extennton  or  the  Cap- 
itol :  Int.  «A«  to  the  unifnrniity  of  the  strau  upon  which 
tbe  wallA  rest.  9d.  As  lo  the  quality  and  the  dinienaions  of 
lbi9  stone,  and  quality  of  ttie  mortar  a*ed.  3d.  As  to  the 
dutracter  of  the  work,  the  mode  of  its  construction,  and  iu 
power  of  resistance.  4tli.  Ah  to  every  other  matter  and 
thing  connected  therewith  a«  mav,  in  their  opinion,  aft'ect 
th«  »tabitity  and  permanency  of  the  whole  structure.  And 
rtie  committee  are  hereby  empowered  to  brio|e  to  tlieir  aid, 
in  the  foregoinff  examinati«»n,  such  of  the  United  States 
Topographical  Engineers,  and  other  competent  persons  as 
tbey  may  tliink  proper. 

WILLIAM  A.  CHRISTIAN. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  en- 
grossed bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Christian, 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  which  was  reconsidered 
yesterday,  on  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Gwin. 

Mr.  GwlN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sum  of 
^,463  74menttoned  in  the  bill  and  insert  |1 ,584  78. 
The  committee  took  the  bill  which  was  originally 
introduced  at  n  previous  session  and  which  passed 
tbe  Senate  before.  They  were  not  aware,  at  the 
time  they  reported  this  bill,  that  another  bill  had 
been  passed  into  a  law,  covering  the  amount  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  deduct.  The  imfiendment  is 
simply  to  reduce  the  amount  by  taking  from  it 
thai  which  has  alreadyvbeen  paid. 

Mr.  BADGER.  And  it  ought  to  be  mentioned, 
in  honor  of  the  gentleman  for  whose  bene6t  the 
bill  passed,  that  he  himself  first  discovered  the 
mistake  in  the  amount.  Beiiig  aware  of  the  fttct 
that  a  portion  of  the  claim  had  been  previously 
provided  for,  he  gave  notice  of  that  fact  to  the 
committee,  in  order  that  the  amount  might  be  re- 
duced to  a  proper  sum. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
passed. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  hour 
had  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  which  was  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 
said  Slate. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  desire  to  ask  that  the 
special  order  be  postponed  for  two  or  three  min- 
utes, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  providing  for 
the  purchase  of  the  ninth  volume  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  I  make  the  request  for  this 
reason:  Several  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  applied  to  me,  saying  that  they 
are  without  this  volume  of  the  laws,  which  it  is 
Tery  essential  that  they  should  have.  It  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  he  be  authorized  to  purchase  one  thousand 
copies  of  this  volume,  to  be  distributed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  for  by  the  act  for  the  distribution  of 
tbe  previous  volumes.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  this  course. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  am  obliged  to  object. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  go  on  with  our  Iowa  bill. 
If  we  can  pass  that  in  a  reasonable  time,  then  we 
ean  take  up  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  The  bill  which  I  wish  to 
have  uken  up  will  not  occupy  more  than  two 
minutes.  I  would  not  ask  this  but  for  the  fact 
that  I  have  been  pressed  by  members  of  the  House, 
who  say  that  it  is  essential  that  they  should  be 
furnished  with  this  vblume. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  IOWA. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Iowa  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain 
railroads  in  said  State,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  UNDEawooD. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  amendment;  and  tliey  were  ordered* 


Mr.  SUMNER.  Much  time  has  been  con- 
sumed by  this  question.  At  several  periods  the 
debate  has  seemeidl  about  to  atop,  and  then  again  it 
has  taken  a  new  spring,  while  the  goal  has  con- 
stantly receded.  1  know  not  if  it  is  now  near  the 
end.  But  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  seem  to  interfere 
with  iu  natural  course,  or  unduly  occupy  the  time 
of  tbe  Senate,  if  I  venture  again  for  one  moment 
to  take  part  in  it. 

The  argument  which  I  submitted  on  a  former 
occasion  has  not  passed  unregarded.  An(f  since 
it  can  owe  little  to  my  individual  position,  I  accept 
the  opposition  it  has  encountered  as  a  tribute  to  its 
intrinsic  importance.  It  has  been  assailed  by  dif- 
ferent Senators  on  different  days  and  in  different 
ways.  It  has  been  met  by  harmless  pleasantry, 
and  by  equally  harmless  vituperation;  by  figures 
of  rhetoric  and  figures  of  arithmetic;  by  mmute 
criticism  and  extended  discussion;  also,  by  that 
sure  resource  of  a  weak  cause,  hard  words  and  an 
imputation  of  personal  motives.     1  do  not  now 

Froposeto  reply  to  all  this  array:  least  of  all  shall 
retort  the  hard  words  or  repel  the  personal  im- 
putation. On  this  head  1  content  myself  now  with 
saying — and  confidently,  too — that,  had  he  known 
me  better,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Un- 
DEawooD,]  who  is  usually  so  moderate  and  care- 
ful, would  have  hesitated  long  before  uttering  ex- 
pressions which  fell  from  him  in  this  debate. 

The  position  1  took  was  regarded  as  natural  or 
excusable  in  a  Senator  from  one  of  the  land  States, 
acting  under  the  vulgar  spur  of  local  interest;  but 
it  was  pronounced  unnatural  and  inexcusable  in  a 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Now,  sir,  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  me  to  say,  in  reply  to  this  suggestion, 
that,  while  I  know  there  are  influences  ana  biases 
incident  to  particular  States  or  sections  of  the 
Union,  I  recognize  no  diflference  in  the  duties  of 
Senators  on  this  floor.  Coming  from  diflferent 
States  and  opposite  sections,  we  are  all  Senators 
of  the  Union;  and  our  constant  duty  is,  without 
fear  or  favor,  to  introduce  into  the  national  legis- 
lation the  principle  of  justice.  In  ibis  spirit,  while 
sustaining  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  I  spoke 
for  justice  to  the  hind  States. 

In  sustaining  this  bill,  I  but  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts  on  kindred  measures  from  their 
earliest  introduction  down  to  the  pVesent  time. 
The  first  instance  was  in  1823,  on  the  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  of  land  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet  wide,  with  one  mile  on  each  side,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  the  lower  rapids  of  the 
Miami  river  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Con- 
necticut Reserve.  On  the  final  passage  of  this 
grant  in  the  House,  the  Massachusetts  delegation 
voted  as  follows:  Yeas — Samuel  C.  Allen,  Henry 
W.  Dwight,  Timothy  Fuller,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
John  ReM,  Joitaihan  Russell.  Nay— Benjamin 
Gorham.  In  the  Senate,  the  bill  passed  without 
a  division.  In  1628  a  still  greater  unanimity  oc- 
curred on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  aid  the  State 
of  Ohio  in  extending  the  Miami  canal  from  Dayton 
to  Lake  Erie;  and  this  bill  is  the  first  instance  of 
the  grant  of  alternate  sections,  as  in  that  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  On  this  the  Massachusetu  del- 
egation in  the  House  voted  as  follows:  Yeas — 
Isaac  C.  Bates,  Benjamin  W.  Cmwninshield, 
John  Davis,  Edward  Everett,  John  Locke,  John 
Reed,  Joseph  Richardson,  John  Vamum.  Nays 
^— none.  In  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Silsbee  and 
Webster  both  voted  in  the  aflHrmative.  I  pass 
over  the  intermediate  grants  which,  as  1  am  told, 
have  been  sustained  by  the  Massachusetu  delega- 
tion with  subsuntial  unanimity.  The  extensive 
mnts  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  Illinois, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  in  aid  of  a  railroad 
from  Chicaeo  to  Mobile,  were  sustained  by  all 
the  Massachusetts  votes  in  the  House,  except 
one. 

Still  further,  in  sustaining  the  present  bill  on 
grounds  of  justice  to  the  land  States,  I  but  followed 
the  recorded  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, addressed  to  its  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives here  on  a  former  occasion.  The  sub- 
ject was  presented  in  a  special  message  to  the  Le- 
gislature in  1841,  by  the  distinguished  Governor 
at  that  time,  who  strongly  urged  **  a  liberal  policy 
<  towards  the  actual  settler,  and  towards  the  new 

*  Statei,  for  this  is  justly  due  to  both.**    And  he 
added:  **  Such  States  are  entitled  to  a  more  liberal 

*  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  than  the 

*  old  States,  as  we  owe  to  their  enterprise  much  of 

*  the  value  this  property  has  acquired.    //  seenu  to 


*  SM,  therefore,  thnt  jusHee  towardithe  Statee  in  which 

*  these  lands  lie,  detnandt  a  librral  and  generotu  policy 

*  towards  them,**  In  accordance  with  this  recom- 
mendation, it  was  resolved  by  the  Legislature, 
**  That  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  this 

*  Commonwealth  approves  qf  making  liberal  provisions 

*  in  favor  pfthe  new  States;  and  that  she  ever  has 

*  been,  and  still  is,  ready  to  cooperate  with  other 

*  portions  of  the  Union  in  securing  to  those  States 

*  such  provisions.**  Thus  a  generous  policy  to- 
wards the  land  States,  with  lioeral  provisions  in 
their  favor,  was  considered  by  Masnchusetts  the 
part  of  justice. 

It  was  my  purpose,  before  this  debate  closed,  to 
consider  again  the  argument  I  formerly  submitted, 
and  to  vindicate  i(s  accuracy  in  all  respects,  both 
in  principle  and  in  detail.  But  this  has  already 
been  so  amply  done  by  others  so  much  abler  than 
myself — by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  fMr. 
Geter,]  both  the  Senators  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Felch  and  Mr.  Cass,]  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  Borland,]  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  FMr. 
DoDOE,]  and  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
Downs] — all  of  whom,  with  diff*erent  degrees  of 
fullness,  have  umd  the  same  grounds  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  that  I  feel  unwilling  at  this  hour,  and 
while  the  Senate  actually  waits  to  vote  on  the 
question,  to  occupy  time  by  further  dwelling  upon 
it.  Perhaps  on  some  other  occasion  I  may  think 
proper  to  return  to  it. 

But,  while  avoiding;  what  seems  superfluous  dis* 
cussion,  I  cannot  forbear  to  ask  your  attention  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Underwood.] 

This  amendment,  when  addressed  to  the  Sena- 
tors of  the  favored  States,  is  of  a  most  plausible 
character.  It  proposes  to  give  to  the  original 
thirteen  States,  together  with  Vermont,  Maine, 
Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  for  purposes  of  educa- 
tion and  internal  improvement,  portions  of  the 
public  domain,  at  the  rate  of  one  acre  to  each  in- 
habitant, according  to  the  recent  census.  This  is 
commended  by  the  declared  object — education  and 
internal  improvement.  Still  further,  in  its  dis- 
crimination of  the  old  States,  it  assumes  a  guise 
well  calculated  to  tempt  them  to  its  support.  It 
holds  out  tbe  attraction  of  seeming,  though  un- 
substantial, self-interest.  It  ofi*ers  a  lure,  a  bait 
to  be  unjust.    I  object  to  it  on  several  grounds: 

1.  But  I  put  It  in  the  fore-front,  as  mv  first  ob- 
jection, its  clear,  indubitable,  and  radical  injustice, 
written  on  its  very  face.  The  amendment  con- 
fines its  donations  to  the  old  States;  and,  in  so 
doing,  makes  an  inequitable  discrimination  in 
their  favor.  It  tacitly  assumes  that  by  the  bill  in 
question,  or  in  some  other  way,  the  land  States 
have  received  their  proper  distributive  portion,  so 
as  to  lose  all  title  to  share  with  the  old  States  in 
the  proposed  distribution.  But  if  there  be  any 
force  in  the  argument,  so  much  considered  in  this 
debate,  that  tliese  railroad  grants  actually  enhance 
the  neighboring  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
constitute  a  proper  mode  of  bringing  them  into 
the  market,  or  if  there  be  any  force  in  the  other 
argument  which  I  have  presented,  drawn  from  the 
equitable  claims  of  the  land  States,  in  comparison 
with  the  other  States,  to  the  bounty  of  the  great 
untaxed  proprietor,  then  this  assumption  is  un- 
founded. There  is  no  basis  for  the  discrimina- 
tion made  by  the  amendment.  If  the  Iowa  land 
bill  be  proper  to  be  passed  without  this  ameiid- 
ment,  as  I  submit  it  is,  then  this  amendment,  in- 
troducing a  new  discrimination,  is  improper  to  be 
added  to  it.  Nor  do  I  well  see  how  any  one,  pre- 
pared to  sustain  the  original  bill,  can^sustain  this 
amendment.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who 
leads  us  to  expect  his  vote  for  the  bill,  seems  to 
confess  the  injustice  of  his  attempted  addition. 

2.  I  object  to  it  as  out  of  place.  The  amend- 
ment proposes  to  ingraft  upon  a  special  railroad 
grant  to  a  single  State  a  novel  system  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  national  domain.  Now,  there  is  a 
place  and  a  time  for  all  things;  and  nothing  seems 
to  me  more  important  in  legislation  than  to  keep 
all  things  in  their  proper  place,  and  to  treat  them 
at  their  proper  lime.  The  distribution  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  worthy  of  aUention;  and  I  am  ready  to 
meet  this  great  question  whenever  it  arises  legiti- 
mately for  our  consideration;  but  I  object  to  con- 
sidering it  merely  as  a  rider  to  the  Iowa  Und  bill. 

The  amendment  would  be  less  objectionable  if 
proposed  as  a  rider  to  a  general  system  of  rail- 
road grants,  as  for  instance  to  a  bill  embracing 
granu  to  all  the  land  Suites;  butit  is  specially  ob* 
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jecUonable  as  a  gnfi  upon  a  single  bill.  The 
Senator  who  introuuced  it  doubtless  assumed  that 
other  bills,  already  introduced,  would  pass;  but, 
if  his  amendment  be  founded  on  this  assumption, 
it  should  await  the  action  of  Congress  on  all  these 
bUls. 

3.  If  adopted,  the  amendment  would  endanger, 
if  it  did  not  occasion  the  defeat  of,  the  Iowa  land 
bill.  This  seems  certain.  Having  this  measure 
at  heart,  beliering  it  founded  in  essential  justice, 
I  am  unwilling  to  place  it  in  this  jeopardy. 

4.  It  prepares  the  way  for  States  of  this  Union 
to  become  landholdera  m  other  States,  subject  of 
course  to  the  legislation  of  those  States-— an  expe- 
dient which,  though  not  strictly  objectionable  on 
grounds  of  law,  or  under  the  Constitution,  is  not 
agreeable  to  our  national  policy.  It  should  not 
be  promoted  without  strong  and  special  reasons 
therefor.  In  the  bill  intrmluced  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  bestowing  lands  for 
the  benefit  of  the  insane  in  different  States,  this 
objection  has  been  partially  obviated,  by  providing 
that  the  States  in  which  there  were  no  public 
lands  should  select  their  portion  in  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  in  other  States.  But, 
since  in  a  short  time  these  very  Territories  may 
become  States,  this  objection  is' rather  adjourned 
than  entirely  removed. 

5.  But  the  lands  held  under  this  amendment, 
though  in  the  hands  of  States,  will  be  liable  to  tax- 
ation, as  the  lands  of  other  non-resident  proprie- 
tors, and  on  this  account  will  be  comparauvely 
valueless.  For  this  reason  I  said  that  the  amend- 
ment held  out  the  attraction  of  seemine,  though 
unsubstantial,  self-interest.  That  the  lands  will 
be  liable  to  taxation  cannot  be  doubted.  The 
amendment  does  notpropose  in  any  way  to  relieve 
them  from  this  burden;  nor  am  I  aware  that  they 
can  be  relieved  from  it.  The  existing  immunity  is 
only  so  long  as  they  belong  to  the  United  States. 
Now,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  from  lack  of 
agencies  and  other  means  familiar  to  the  United 
l^tes,  the  lands  distributed  by  this  amendment 
would  not  find  as  prompt  a  market  as  those  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  Great  Landholder.  But  how- 
soever this  may  be,  it  ia  entirely  clear,  from  the 
recorded  experience  of  the  national  domain,  that 
these  lands,  |f  sold  at  the  minimum  price  of  the 
public  lands,  and  only  as  rapidly  as  those  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  meanwhile  they  are  subject 
to  the  same  burdens  as  the  lands  of  otlier  non-resi- 
dents, will,  before  the  sales  are  closed,  be  eaten  up 
by  the  taxes.  The  taxes  will  amount  to  more 
than  the  entire  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  lands; 
and  thus  the  grant,  while  unjust  to  the  land  States 
will  be  worthless  to  the  old  States,  the  pretended 
beneficiaries.  In  the  Roman  law  an  insolvent  in- 
heritance was  known  by  an  expressive  phrase  as 
damnota  luredUms,  A  grant  under  this  amend- 
ment would  be  dmmnota  aoruUio, 

For  these  good  and  suflicient  reasons,  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL.  To  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on 
a  question  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, I  oflfernn  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  to  come  in  as  a 

{>roviso  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  of  it,  as  fdl- 
ows: 

Provided^  Tbat  thfi  land*  to  be  selected  (br  the  Slates 
aoder  the  provi»iAns  <pf  this  section,  ulioJi  not  be  located 
within  the  limitJi  of  any  State,  but  simll  be  selected  within 
the  territories  orfanized,  or  to  be  hereafter  orfanized,  east 
ef  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

I '  do  not  mean  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  on  this  subject.  I  have  listened  to  the  ar- 
guments of  honorable  Senators  ^ho  have  opposed 
this  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
with  great  aUention;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
was  more  plausibility  in  the  objection  urged  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (and  which  is 
obviated  by  this  amendment  of  mine,)  than  in  any 
of  the  objections  which  have  been  made.  I  say 
that  it  is  only  a  plausible  objection;  for  really, 
when  you  come  to  look  at  the  subject  in  a  legal 
and  constitutional  point  of  view,  there  can  be  very 
little  difference  whether  States  or  individuals  are 
the  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  States — con- 
sidering that  oar  States  are  not  foreign  to  eadi 
other;  for,  although  this  is  not  a  consolidated 
government,  yet,  in  many  respects,  they  are  the 
same  great  State.  The  privileges  of  a  citizen  of 
one  State  are  equally  privileges  of  citizens  of  aJI 
the  other  States.  There  is  no  prohibition  of  free 
intercourse  of  trade  or  holding  property  between 
any  of  the  States.     Navertheless,  u  is  an  objec- 


tion which  can  be  perverted,  because  it  will  tend 
to  make  the  subject  more  understood,  and  will 
create  a  greater  amount  of  prejudice  a^inst  such 
a  proposition,  than  any  other  objeciiop  which 
could  be  urged.  It  can  raise  the  old  cry  of  foreign 
sovereignties — States  becoming  proprietors,  land- 
holders, within  the  sovereign  junsdiction  of  other 
States.  Without  saying  anj^ing  more,  I  ask 
that  the  question  be  taken  on  this  amendment  to 
the  an\endment,  in  order  that  these  selections  may 
be  confined — if  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  should  be  adopted — to  lands  within  the 
territories,  and  not  within  the  limits  of  any  organ- 
ized Slate  of  the  Union. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Question  recurred  on  the  amendment  as 
amendea.      

Mr.  RHETT.    I  am  not  going  to  debate  this 

?iuestion;  but,  as  I  am  the  only  Senator  present 
rom  the  State  I  represent,  I  propose  to  state,  in  a 
very  few  words,  why  i  cannot  support  either  the 
amendment  or  the  bill.  1  cannot  support  the 
amendment,  because  it  is  a  clear  and  distinct  as- 
sertion of  tlie  right  of  the  Government  to  aid  in 
enabling  Stales  to  carry  on  internal  improvements. 
It  is  an  appropriation,  therefore,  ot  lands,  and, 
consequently  or  money,  to  carry  on  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  This  power  is  not  granted 
by  the  Constitution  to  Congress,  either  in  the  ap- 
propriation of  money  or  lands.  It  is  contrary  to 
the  whole  course  I  have  pursued  since  I  have  been 
a  public  man. 

The  same  objection,  it  appears  to  me,  applies 
also  to  the  bill  itself.  It  is  very  true  that  m  the 
operation  of  the  hill  it  woulcl  appear  that  the 
remark  of  my  friend  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Dodge] 
was  correct.  It  does  speak  of  alternate  sections 
for  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road.  That 
being  the  case,  according  to  his  argument,  and 
according  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  it 
would  be  no  lo^  to  the  Government,  inasmuch  as 
every  other  alternate  section  is  appreciated  and 
doubled  in  price  to  the  Government  by  the  bill, 
if  this  appreciation  of  alternate  sections  takes 
place,  I  admit  that  the  principle  stated  by  Mr. 
Calhoiui  covers  the  bill.  But  this  bill  does  not 
stop  there;  and  I  think  the  real  practical  part  of 
the  bill  does  not  begin  there.  The  real  operation 
of  the  bill  is  in  the  ulterior  part,  providing  that 
beyond  the  six  miles  lands  may  be  located  for  fif- 
teen miles  further;  and  within  these  fifteen  miles, 
they  are  not  to  take  lands  by  alternate  sections, 
and  there  is  to  be  no  appreciation  of  sections,  but 
they  may  take  them  in  one  body  aggregately. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  They  are  to  take  lands 
fifteen  miles  in  all,  and  not  fifteen  miles  beyond 
the  six  miles. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Well,  then,  nifie  miles  beyond 
the  six  milts  they  are  to  take  lands,  and  they  are 
not  then  to  take  them  alternately ,  but  may  take 
them  aggregately.  Undoubtedly  they  will  select 
all  the  best  portions  of  the  lands  in  aggregate 
masses.  Pursuing  their  own  interests,  they  would 
be  acting  foolishly  if  they  did  not  do  so.  What, 
then,  becomes  of  the  alternate-section  principle, 
by  which  the  improvement  of  a  part  is  made  to 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  ?  They  will  take 
the  better  portions,  and  leave  the  refuse  lands,  that 
we  have  no  I'ight  to  suppose  will  realize  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government.  This  portion  of  th^ 
bill  seems  to  me  to  go  entirely  beyond  the  original 
bills  passed  by  the  Senate  formerly,  when  Mr. 
Calhoun  was  a  member  of  this  body.  Then,  the 
lands  that  were  granted  were  entirely  waste  and 
wild  lands.  But  these  railroads,  I  understand, 
will  go  through  lands  in  the  West,  where  there 
are  not  any  alternate  sections  which  are  not  taken, 
but  where  the  greater  portion  of  the  land  on  each 
side  of  the  road  has  been  taken.  This  very  pro- 
vision, allowing  the  land  to  be  taken  in  large 
masses  beyond  the  six  miles,  places  it  pretty  much 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  Therefore  the  objection 
that  applies  to  the  amendment,  applies  also,  in 
my  juagment,  to  the  original  bill.  They  are  both 
of  them  in  this  form,  as  I  have  said,  bills  appro- 
priating lands  as  a  substitute  for  money  by  this 
Government  for  internal  improvements  in  the 
States.  I  have  been,  and  I  believe  ever  will  be, 
unalterably  opposed  to  an  appropriation  for  in- 
ternal improvements  in  the  States,  either  of  money 
from  the  public  Treasury,  or  of  lands  from  the 
public  domain. 
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Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Mr.  President,  I  think  tkc 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhztt]  b  m 
error  as  to  the  construction  of  this  bill.  I  under- 
stand this  to  have  been,  in  the  respect  tovhkhbt 
refers,  a  copy  of  the  bill  which  passed  at  the  last 
Congress  for  the  Stales  of  AUtbama,  Missinppt, 
and  Illinois.    The  construction  which  has  beea 

tiven  to  that  bill,  not  only  by  its  fViends  opoa  tiiH 
oor  and  in  the  other  House  of  Congress,  but  by 
the  Departments  in  its  execution,  has  been  that  lite 
lands,  not  only  within  the  six  miles,  bat  alto  out- 
side  of  the  six  miles,  and  within  the  fifteen  milet, 
were  to  be  selected  in  alternate  sections.   IW 

auestion  has  been  before  the  Departments,  uiHler 
lat  law,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  and  «u  » 
decided  with  reference  to  the  selection  of  landibj 
the  three  States  to  which  1  have  referred. 
Mr.  WALKER.  That  is  the  fair  constnictioo. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  having  therefore  received 
that  construction,  which  is  inmy  opinion  theeormt 
construction  according  to  the  intent  and  meaniD; 
of  the  friends  of  the  measure  here  and  in  the  oibv 
House  at  the  time  it  passed ,  of  course  this  bill  wd 
receive  the  same  construction  when  it  shall  becntne 
the  law  of  the  land  and  the  Departments  shall  be 
called  upon  to  execute  it.  And  receiving  that  coo- 
struciion,  these  lands  will  be  selected  in  alternate 
sections' to  the  extent  that  they  go  on  each  sldei^ 
the  road,  even  up  to  the  limit  of  fifteen  miles. 
That  I  apprehend  obviates  the  objection  vhicb 
has  been  urged  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. In  regard  to  his  remark  with  reference  to  the 
policy  of  Nir.  Calhoun,  I  can  only  say  that  the 
speech  of  that  distinguished  Senator  from  SoQik 
Carolina,  now  no  more,  was  made  in  >'QpPon  of 
tlie  Illinois  bill,  of  which  this  is  a  copy.  Tber^ 
fore,  I  regard  the  speech  of  Mr.  Calhoun  ai  bar- 
ing  indorsed  not  only  ^e  principles  but  the  details 
of  the  bill  now  pending  before  the  Senate,    lr^ 


member^  well  the  language  of  the  distioguiyfaed 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  at  that  time.  Wba 
it  was  ui^ed  that  the  Illinois  grant  was  too  rooch, 
that  the  road  was  190  lon^,  that  it  required  (00 
large  a  quantity  of  land,  his  reply  was,  tbat  the 

f>rinciple  being  right,  the  policy  oeing  correct,  tk 
on^er  the  road  the  greater  would  be  Uie  advanca^ 
which  would  result  to  the  United  States  from  it. 
It  was  with  reference  to  this  policy  that  thataoeecfa 
was  made.  Of  course  it  is  Fresh  in  my  mind,  be- 
cause being  here  at  the  time  and  feeling  an  intercft 
in  the  bill  on  which  he  was  speaking,  it  made  a 
deep  and  abiding  impression  on  me.  I  thou^t 
that  he  was  correct  then;  and  if  correct  then,  I 
think  the  policy  is  right  now  when  applied  to  adtf> 
ferent  road  from  that  on  which  he  spoke,  the  pria* 
ciples  and  the  details  of  the  bill  being  the  same,  10 
far  as  they  occur  to  me  at  this  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  do  not  recollect  that, 
in  the  former  discussions  on  this  subject,  theattoH 
tion  of  the  Senate  was  ever  brought  minutdyri« 
the  selection  of  the  lands  beyond  the  Ax  iiw« 
provided  for  in  these  several  bills.  I  db  not  rec- 
ollect that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  has  ever 
been,  until  this  session,  brought  to  the  connden- 
tion  of  the  selection  of  the  lands  on  theouiatdeof 
the  six  miles  in  reference  to  the  price.  That  ia 
what  I  want  to  have  understood.  I  do  not  intend 
^ow  to  discuss  anything,  for  I  am  as  much  tired 
of  the  subject  as  any  gentleman  can  be,  Md  1  «■ 
tired  even  of  hearing  myself  talk.  I  hate  talked 
enough  on  tlie  subject;  out  I  want  to  ."i*^*  "JI 
statement,  and  then,  aAer  making  a  motion,  1  *« 
take  mv  seat. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr. 
Calhoun,  or  any  other  Senator,  in  discof^oiii 
which  have  taken  place  in  former  Congrewes  q>j« 
this  subject,  ever  called  the  attention  of  the  bodr 
to  the  question  of  the  increased  price  outside  of  t»« 
six  miles  next  the  line  of  the  rood.  Sir,  it  »• 
fact  that  there  is  no  increeuie  provided  for  by  tbew 
bills  upon  any  land  beyond  the  six  mil«.  ^  Tm 
increase  of  price  is  limited  to  the  lands  widiin  the 
six  miles;  and  if  there  be  no  land  within  thatdtt- 
tance  from  which  to  make  the  selection,  the  «nW 
of  the  bills  is  a  donation,  a  complete  donation,  of 
so  much  land  outside  of  the  six  miles,  which  w 
States  get  without  any  equivalent  at  ail.  1  mre 
voted  for  these  bills  heretofore  upon  the  principle 
of  internal  improvemenu,  for  all  that— knowi^ 
it,  feeling  it,  and  willing  to  £0  it.  BQil^ 
things  understood.  1  want  the  Senate  and  u« 
country  to  know,  when  we  tote  for  theas  W*» 
that  that  is  the  effect  of  them-4hat  the  landjon 
the  outside  of  the  ax  miles  are  gives  u  ao  aw* 
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dear  gain  to  the  States,  and  that  there  is  no  in- 
creaae  at  all  upon  the  price  of  thoae  lands,  but  that 
they^  are  an  entire  loss  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States— so  much  donated  away. 

Having  adopted  the  proviso  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  to  make  my  amendment 
consistent,  we  ought  to  strike  out  **  New  Mexi- 
co "in  another  portion  of  it;  and  I  therefore  move 
that,  as  an  amendment  to  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  President,  when  I  noticed 
what  Mr.  Calhoun  said  in  the  argument  which  was 
referred  to  by  my  friend  from  Iowa,  1  did  not  wish 
the  Senate  to  understand  that  I  intended  to  support 
what  Mr.  Calhoun  supported,  or  repudiate  what  he 
repudiated.  But  as  he  had  been  quoted,  and  as  he 
is  someautliority  in  South  Carolina,  I  thought  prop- 
er to  show,  if  1  understood  the  bill, that  Mr.  Calhoun 
w^as  not  correctly  reported  ;and  now,  if  1  understand 
the  bill  correctly,  1  do  notstand  corrected  by  theSen- 
ator  from  Illinois.  What  was  the  principle  uoon 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  advocated  these  bills  :*  Wny, 
ii  was  the  alternate,  section  principle,  that  you  are 
to  give  one  section  and  then  add  a  double  price  to 
the  next  section;  that  this  G^overmnent,  by  selling 
the  next  section  at  the  doable  price,  lost  no  money ; 
that  it  was  not  a  donation  for  internal  improve- 
ments to  the  States;  that  it  was  nothing  more  than 
an  equitable  and  convenient  arrangement  by  which 
the  United  States, as  a  landholder,  so  arranged  its 
own  property,  as  that  it  lost  nothing,  although 
the  Slates  gained  by  tlie  operation.  That  was  the 
proposition  and  principle  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  Is 
that  tJte  principle  of  this  bill  ?  Why,  sir,  the  Sen- 
ator  from  Kentucky  has  just  stated,  that  this  prin- 
ciple operates  here  only  within  the  six  miles,  and 
not  beyond  that  limit.  Beyond  that  limits— and  for 
the  nine  miles  beyond^  there  is  no  such  provision 
whatsoever,  so  far  as  Mr.  Calhoun's  pnnciple  is 
concerned.  It  is  true,  T  thought,  there  was  an  ad- 
dicionnl  principle  upon  the  face  of  the  bill  itself — 
and  that  beyond  the  six  miles  limitation,  the  lands 
could  be  located  in  the  aggregate  and  not  in  alter- 
nate sections. 

1  will  not  insist  upon  my  construction  of  the 
bill,  if  Senators  say  that  the  Departments  give*4t 
another  construction;  but  it  is  certainly  capable  of 
the  construction  I  contended  for.  The  ^nator  from 
Georgia  ^Mr.  Dawson]  alleged  in  his  speech>that 
the  nieaniug  I  ascribed  to  it  was  its  meaning,  and  I 
certainly  have  not  heard  that  assertion  contra- 
dicted in  any  argument  on  this  floor.  The  bill  is 
certainly  not  in  conformity,  in  any  view,  to  the 
principle  which  Mr.  Calhoun  laid  down,  which 
was  that  as  a  landholder  we  did  not  give  away 
the  land ;  that  it  was  in  reality  giving  nothing,  be- 
cause by  giving  one  section  we  realize  as  much  by 
obtaining  double  the  price  from  the  alternate  sec- 
tion, and  the  Government  lost  nothing  by  the  op- 
eration; and  that  it  was  an  arrangement  whicn, 
as  a  landholder,  the  Government  had  a  rif^ht  to 
make,  without  being  involved  in  the  Question  of 
internal  improvements.  In  this  wa^  ne  steered 
clear  entirely  of  the  constitutional  objection.  But 
he  could  never  have  asserted  this  principle,  if  his 
attention  had  been  brought  to  a  measure  like  the 
bill  before  us.  Suppose  it  had  been  proposed  that 
Illinois  or  any  other  State  should  go  and  take  every 
aJtemats  section,  and  that  the  sections  reserved 
should  not  sell  for  any  other  price  than  that  stip- 
ulated for  in  the  general  hiws  of  the  country — that 
the  alternate  sections  should  not  sell  for  the  double 
price;  would  Mr.  Calhoun  have  voted  for  a  bill  of 
that  kind  ?  No  proof  that  he  would  have  done  so 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate;  and  it  cannot 
be  shown  from  his  observations  that  he  supported 
any  principle  which  would  justify  such  an  appro- 
priation of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  say  to 
the  Senate  that  I  do  not  expect  to  vote  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky ;  not  that 
it  does  not  meet  my  approbation,  on  the  contrarv, 
I  am  in  favor  of  it.  I  might  have  avoided  the 
vote,  but  I  do  not  desire  to  avoid  any  vote,  and 
hence  I  wish  to  state  the  reason  why  I  shall  not 
votA  at  all  upon  the  amendment.  The  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  ScaAtTiAN]~his  family  ; 
being  in  a  condition  requiring  his  presence— came  j 
to  me,  and  asked  me  to  pair  off  with  him.  As  a 
matter  of  courtesy  and  kindness  I  agreed  to  do 
so.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment;  I  am  in 
favor  of  it.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  shall  not 
Tote  upon  it. 


Mr.  SUMNER.  I  desire  to  make  a  similar 
explanation.  At  the  reouest  of  the  Senator  from 
Geoma,  [Mr.  Dawsom,]  who  has  participated  in 
this  debate,  and  who  has  been  callM  home  to  his 
family,  and  with  a  view  to  his  personal  accommo- 
dation, I  have  paired  off  with  him.  I  should, 
otherwise,  have  voted  against  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  amendment  oflered  by  Mr.  Underwood, 
as  amended,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menem.  Badser,  Bell,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Davin, 
Fish,  Fool,  HamliD,  Jaiuea,  Mangum,  Pratt,  Seward, 
SmiUi.  Underwood,  aiid  ITpham — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alclibon,  Bayard,  Borland.  Brodbead, 
Brooke,  Cans,  Chavo,  Dodge  of  VViseonsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa, 
Douglas,  Downs,  Feicli,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Jones  of  iowa,  King, 
McUae,  Mason,.  Morton,  Rbett,  Rusk,  Sbieldn,  Souli, 
Stockton,  Wade,  and  Walker— 26. 

So  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended.  The  amendment  made  was  the  substi- 
tute of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  for  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  an  amendment  which 
1  wish  to  offer  to  the  bill.  I  move  to  strike  out 
(Vom  the  first  section  the  words  **  of  railroads  from 

*  the  city  of  Dubuque  to  Keokuck,  and  from  Da- 

*  venport,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  in  said  State, 
<  as  may  be  designated  by  the  authority  of  said 
•State,"  and  insert  "of  a  railroad  from  Daven- 

*  port,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  as  may  be  desig- 

*  nated  by  the  authority  of  the  said  State,  through 

*  Fort  Des  Moines  to  such  point  as  the  said  au- 

*  thority  shall  select  on  the  Missouri  river,  with 

*  branches  from  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Burlington 

*  and  Dubuque." 

The  part  of  the  section  proposed  to  be  amended 
would  then  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enaetedf  4'c..  That  the  right  of  way  through  tlie 
public  lands  be,  and  the  t^ame  is  hereby  graned  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  for  the  construotion  of  a  railroad  fttNn  Davenport, 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  as  may  be  designated  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  State,  througti  Fort  Des  Moines,  to  such 
point  as  the  said  authority  shall  select  on  the  Missouri  river, 
with  branches  from  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Buriington  and 
Dubuque,  and  to  such  point  as  the  said  authority  shall 
select  on  the  Missouii  river ;  which  authority  shall  also  fix 
and  determine  Uie  routes  of  each  of  said  railroads. 

1  shall,  detain  the  Senate  but  a  moment  upon 
this  amendment.  It  requires  some  explanation. 
This  bill,  as  I  understand  it,  proposes  to  aid  the 
construction  of  two  railroads  in  the  State  of  Iowa; 
one  from  Davenport,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to 
some  point  in  the  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri 
river;  and  another  railroad  from  Dubuque,  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  Keokuck,  on  the  Mississippi 
river — that  is,  one  railroad  running  east  and  west 
through  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  one  railroad  run- 
ning north  and  south,  between  two  points  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  both  in  that  State. 

In  order  to  eifpress  my  purpose,  I  propose  to 
take  out  part  of  the  bill  and  insert  a  substitute; 
and  I  propose  to  leave  the  chief  railroad,  running 
through  the  State,  precisely  as  it  is  in  the  bill-^ 
that  is,  from  Davenport,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
to  Council  Biufifs,  on  the  Missouri  river.  Then, 
in  lieu  of  the  railroad  connecting  the  two  points, 
Dubuque  and  Keokuck,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  1 
propose  that  roads  shall  be  constructed  which 
shall  run  east  and  west  through  the  State;  and  to 
accomplish  that  object,  to  maJce  a  branch  railroad 
from  Fort  Des  Moines,  upon  Des  Moines  river, 
which  is  in  the  center  of  tne  State,  and  is  a  point 
through  which  the  principal  eastern  and  western 
railroad  will  pass,  to  Dubuque,  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  another  branch  from  Fort  Des  Moines 
to  Burlington,  on  the  Mississippi  river. 

Thus,  while  mv  amendment  contemplates  leav- 
ing the  central  railroad  iust  as  it  is  in  the  bill,  it  pro- 
poses, in  lieu  of  the  railroad  between  Dubuque  and 
Keokuck, crossing  the  State  from  north  to  south  to 
make  branches  from  the  Des  Moines  river  to  the 
two  points,  Dubuque  and  Burlington.  The  reason 
which  has  controlled  my  mind,  grounded  upon 
such  information  as  I  have  with  regard  to  the 
State,  is,  that  the  communications  to  uie  markets 
from  that  State  will  necessarily  be  to  the  east 
and  the.  south.  The  northern  branch  which  I 
propose,  to  Dubuque,  will  give  the  people  living 
m  toe  region  of  the  State  through  which  it  wiu 
pass,  an  eastern  communication  b.y  railroad,  con- 
necting with  the  eastern  railroad  at  Dubuque,  and 
so  with  other  lines  of  railroad  to  the  cities  of  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  Philadelphia — that  is,  with 
the  Atlantic  coast.  The  same  effect  will  be  pro- 
duced by  branches  running  from  that  same  point 


to  Burlington,  which  will  there  connect  this  coun-* 
try  with  the  railroads  in  the  process  of  construe* 
tion,  and  so  give  to  Burlington,  as  well  as  to  Du- 
buque, access,  by  communications  through  the 
State  of  Illinois,  to  Eastern  markets,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  will  have,  through  the  southern 
branch  at  Burlington,  a  communication  with  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  so  with  the  Southern  ports. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  not  able  to  say  that  this  is  a 
more  judicious  location  of  these  internal  improve- 
ments;  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  so  informed,  and 
I  think  it  looks  reasonable.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  railroad  which  the  bill  contemplates  between- 
Dubuque  and  Keokuck, runs  notquiteparallel,  in- 
deed, with  the  Mississippi  river,  yet  it  is  practi- 
cally so,  and  thus  giving  a  railroad  communication 
down  the  Mississippi,  though  not  materially 
shorter  than  by  river,  and  perhaps  it  is  even 
as  long  as  the  part  of  the  M  ississippi  river  between 
the  two  points,  although  the  Mississippi  is  navi- 
gable between  the  two  points  to  be  connected  by 
this  proposed  railroad.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  have  already  made  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  nver,  and 
the  effect  of  granting  these  lands  now,  to  make  a 
railroad  communication  between  the  two  points  on 
the  Mississippi,  seems  to  come  in  conflict  with  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Des  Moines  river.  It  is  for  these 
reasons,  which  f  have  stated  as  tersely  as  I  coukl, 
that  (  have  preferred  the  system  contained  in  the 
amendment  whicli  I  have  proposed.  I  need  not 
say  that  I  make  this  suggestion  not  without  self- 
distrust,  and  with  very  great  deference  to  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  State  which  is  so  much  interested  in 
this  bill. 

The  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
to  the  Senator  from  New  York  the  propriety  of 
proposing  his  amendment  to  the  amenument  of  the 
committee,  which  is  in  the  same  words  as  those 
used  in  the  original  bill.  His  amendment  will 
then  come  in  the  third  line  of  the  sixth  section. 
The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  it  is  now  before  the  Senate  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  have  no  objection  that  it 
should  be  introduced  in  the  section  named  by  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Before  I  vote  upon  this  prop- 
osition, I  would  be  glad  if  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Iowa  would  explain  the  effect  of  this  propositipn. 
Sir,  if  the  principles  of  this  bill  are  settled  here,  I 
think  the  details  may  safely  be  left  to  the  Slate  of 
Iowa;  in  other  woros,  I  think  it  may  safely  be  lef^ 
to  that  State  to  say  where  shall  be  the  location  of 
the  road.  I  think  that  this  amendment  will  ma- 
terially change  the  object  of  the  bill;  and  without 
the  assent  of  the  Senators  from  Iowa  to  it,  I  shall 
vote  against  it,  and  against  any  similar  proposition 
to  amend. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  trust  that  the  Senate 
will  not  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  New  York.  This  is  a  question  which  ought 
to  be  lefl  to  the  State  of  Iowa  to  decide  upon. 
That  State  has  now,  for  three  different  sessions, 
memorialized  Congress  to  |nrant  the  land  proposed 
by  the  bill  for  making  a  railroad  from  Dubuoue  to 
Keokuck, and  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs.  It 
will  be  entirely  competent  for  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  and  the  companies  which  may  be  or- 
ganized, to  make  the  Une  of  road  as  proposed  by 
toe  Senator  from  New  York,  if  they  should  deem 
it  advisable;  but  they  desire  to  have  surveys  made 
with  reference  to  the  best  locality  on  which  to 
place  these  roads,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  lefl  to 
the  Stats,  and  not  to  Congress,  to  designate  the 
routes  or  the  points  to  be  adopted.  I  hope  tlifot  • 
the  amendment  will  be  rejectea,  and  that  the  bill 
will  be  passed  exactly  as  it  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
understand  the  amendinent  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York.  It  was  read,  but  in  the  connec- 
tion in  which  it  was  read,  I  confess  I  did  not  un- 
derstand it.  It  is  a  most  unexpected  amendment 
by  the  friends  of  this  bill.  We  were  not  advised 
that  the  Senator  from  New  York,  or  any  other 
Senator,  designed  to  offer  such  an  amendment,  and 
we  were  not  consulted  in  relation  to  it.  If  I  un- 
derstand it,  it  proposes  to  leave  the  roads  as  they 
now  are  in  the  bill,  with  an  additional  branch  from 
Fort  Des  Moines  to  Burlington. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    If  the  Senator  from  Iowa  will 
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allow  me,  I  will  Rt&te  that  the  amendment  pro- 
poses to  leave  the  main  or  central  road  as  it  is — 
that  is,  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  to 
strike  out  the  road  from  Dubuque  to  Keokuck,  and 
to  make  branches  from  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Bur- 
lington and  Dubuque. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  think  1  can  explain  in  one 
instant  the  change  which  this  proposed  amend- 
ment makes,  so  that  Senators  will  understand  it. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  I  understood  from  him  a  moment  since,  leaves 
the  main  road  as  it  is  proposed  in  the  bill— ^at  is, 
the  road  from  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs,  by  the 
way  of  the  Raccoon  river,  and  in  lieu  of  the  road 
from  Dubuaue  to  Keokuck,  it  provides  for  two 
branches,  which  two  branches  shall  constitute  the 
other  roaid,  with  this  change  only:  It  makes  the 
two  branches  constitute  one  road  from  Dubuque 
ria  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Burlington,  instead  of 
Keokuck.  It  will  be  as  the  other  bill  was,  with 
the  exception  tnat  it  makes  Fort  DesMoinesa  point 
in  the  road  between  Dubuque  and  the  lower  ex- 
tremity of  the  road ,  and  then  changes  the  terminus 
from  Keokuck  to  Burlington.  Otherwise  tlie  bill 
iRTilI  be  as  it  ^MTas 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  That  is  a  very  material 
alteration. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  It  is  so;  and  it  is  a  change 
which  I  think  should  not  be  adopted.  That  mat- 
ter should  be  \t(i  to  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Iowa  to  settle  for  themselves. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry 
made  on  my  right  as  to  the  situation  of  Burling- 
ton, I  will  state  that  it  is  about  forty  miles  north 
of  Keokuck,  and  between  those  two  points  inter- 
vene the  Rapids  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  One 
SMt  object  of  the  railroad  is  to  get  below  the  Des 
oines  river  rapids,  which  are  a  great  obstruction 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Fort 
Des  Moines  is  not  named  in  the  bill,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  named.  I  trust  Iowa  will  be  allowed 
to  designate  the  towns  and  routes  for  itself.  I  was 
goine  to  remark  that  if  the  bill  were  left  as  it  now 
stands,  with  an  additional  provision  for  a  srant  of 
land  for  a  road  from  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Burling- 
ton, I  certainly  should  not  object  to  it.  I  ^ould 
most  willingly  consent  to  a  proposition  of  that 
sort,  and  the  more  so,  because  our  Legislature,  at 
its  last  session — though  we  were  not  advised  of 
the  fact  till  long  afler  this  bill  was  reported — mem- 
orialized Congress  for  a  grant  of  laud  to  aid  in  the 
coQstructitm  of  a  road  from  Burlington  to  Fort  Des 
Moines.  I  have  a  calculation  of  the  quantity  of 
land  which  would  be  granted,  if  this  amendment 
were  adopted,  and  I  find  it  would  only  amount 
to  an  additional  appropriation  of  some  200,000 
acres. 

Mr.  HALE.    Oh!  is  that  all? 

Mr.  DODGE.  If  the  bill  were  allowed  to  stand, 
and  the  branch  from  Fort  Des  Moines  to  Burling- 
ton were  to  be  created,  the  bill  would  even  then 
appropriate  less  than  it  was  supposed  to  ^rant 
when  it  was  first  reported.  We  then  believed 
that,  under  its  provisions,  there  jirould  be  granted 
to  our  State  some  1,800,000  acres.  But  we  find, 
by  calculation,  that  it  does  not  now  appropriate 
quite  1,500,000  acres.  If  the  Senator  from  New 
York  will  shape  his  amendment  so  as  to  give  us  a 
branch  road  from  Burlington  to  Fort  Des  Moines, 
leaving  the  rest  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  I  shall 
not  object,  because  we  propose  to  get  an  appro- 
priation for  that  road,  if  it  is  not  passed  now. 
The  desijni  of  our  Legislature  was  to  get  roads 
running  from  east  to  west,  and  from  north  to 
south  tiirough  our  State.  Objections  may  be  made 
to  the  courses  and  particular  termini  of  these  roads. 
But  our  State  is  a  Union  State;  we  wish  it  to  be 
«  fastened  with  bands  of  iron,  both  to  the  free  States 
on  the  east,  and  to  the  slave  States  on  the  South; 
and  we  like  one  as  well  as  we  like  the  other.  We 
wish  to  have  our  roads  made  as  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  people  or  oui;^ate  have  propoMd  to 
have  therti.  But  if  there  is  any  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  give  us  more  than  is  embraced  in 
the  bill,  we  are  not  too  modest,  at  least  I  am  not, 
to  accept  it  most  thankfully. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  merely  wish  to  remark  that  all 
these  propositions  have  been  before  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  That  is  the  tribunal  which,  in 
the  first  instance, examines  them;  and  they  exam- 
ine them  more  thoroughly  than  any  Senator  can 
do  in  his  individual  capacity.  This  bill  has  been 
examined  by  that  committee,  and,  indeed,  reporu 
td  by  them;  and  it  is  safiest,  in  my  opinion,  to 


take  it  as  it  is.  If  there  is  any  other  proposi- 
tion differing  from  this,  that  proposition  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  go  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  be  reported  upon  by  them.  We  want 
to  know  the  facts;  and  the  committee  investigate 
the  (acts,  and  report  accordingly.  If  there  is  to 
be  another  proposition,  let  it  be  a  separate  one, 
and  let  it  be  sent  to  the  committee,  that  they  may 
examine  it,  and  report  upon  it. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  I  ought  to  say  that  this 
amendment  is  offered  in  no  spirit  of  opposition  to 
the  bill.  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill,  whatever  dispo- 
sition the  Senate  may  make  of  the  amendment  I 
have  proposed.  I  am  not  going  to  insist,  either, 
that  tne  Uommittee  on  PubUc  L^nds  have  not  ex- 
ercised a  sound  discretion  on  this  subject.  I  bare- 
ly say  this:  that  there  is  a  right  remaining  to  every 
member  of  the  Senate  to  pass  his  opinion  on  the 
judgment  of  every  committee  of  the  Senate;  and 
that,  looking  at  the  map,  with  such  information 
as  I  have  in  regard  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  public  interest  generally,  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  the  State  itself,  would  be  more  promoted 
by  such  a  plan  as  that  which  I  have  proposed  than 
by  the  other.  With  repird  to  the  Union,  sir,  I 
think  the  argument  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  my 
proposition,  because  it  connects  a  larger  portion 
of  the  States,  East  and  West,  and  North  and 
South.  One  of  these  branch  railroads  connects 
with  the  East,  and  the  other  with  the  South;  while 
the  two  branches  connect  the  whole  State  with  the 
South,  and  they  start  from  the  center  of  the  State. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr*  Dodoe]  sug- 
gested that  if  some  modification  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  could 
be  made  by  which  the  State  of  Iowa  would  con- 
sent to  receive  three  hundred  thousand  acres  more 
than  is  proposed  to  be  given  by  this  bill,  he  would 
be  in  favor  of  it.  [Laughter.]  If  itcould  be  done, 
sir,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  it  too,  because  we 
would  thus  gel  rid  of  three  hundred  thousand  more 
acres  of  the  public  land  by  such  an  amendment, 
and  would  thereby  effect  a  great  saving  in  the 
time  of  Congress. 

As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan, [Mr.  Cass,]  that  this  proposition  ought  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  have  got  bevond  that  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness. We  know  well  enough  what  that  com- 
mittee will  do.  They  will  five  iust  as  much  as  is 
asked  for;  and  I  for  one  feel  unaer  deep  obligation 
to  the  Senator  from  Iowa  for  so  modestly  consent- 
ing to  take  three  hundre<i  thousand  acres  over  and 
above  the  fifteen  hundred  thousand  proposed  to  be 
given  by  this  bill,  without  rendering  it  necessary 
to  go  through  the  formality  of  applying  to  a  com- 
mittee.    [Laughter.] 

With  respect  to  the  remarks  made  by  that  Sen- 
ator, in  regard  to  the  stability  of  the  Union,  I  had 
thought  from  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Borland,]  delivered  here 
yesterday,  that  an  agitation  in  regard  to  the  dura- 
bility of  the  Union  was  to  be  henceforth  concen- 
trated in  the  question  of  the  durability  of  the  foun- 
dations of  the  Capitol. 

Thete  legitimate  issues,  which  have  been  before 
the  country  so  lone,  are,  it  seems,  according  tu 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  now  disposed  of;  and 
henceforth  the  policy  of  the  country  is  to  be  deci- 
ded and  discussed  on  the  question  of  the  foundation 
of  the  Capitol.  I  make  this  suggestion  because  I 
think  that  if  this  amendment  is  now  modified  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  [Mr. 
Dodge] — some  gentleman  may  think  I  am  joking, 
but  1  tell  them  I  never  was  more  sober  in  my  life 
— I  should  be  glad,  as  a  matter  of  economy  of  the 
public  time — not  of  the  public  lands,  sir,  for  we 
nave  got  beyond  that — I  say  I  should  be  glad  if 
this  amendment  could  be  modified  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  in  such  a 
way  that  they  would  take  three  hundred  thousand 
more  acres  without  troubling  the  Senate  and  occu- 
pying its  attention  some  eight  or  ten  weeks  with 
another  bill.  And,  sir,  if  this  bill  could  belaid 
aside  for  five  minutes,  to  put  it  into  that  shape,  I 
would  certainly  vote  for  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  to  say  on«  word  in  explana- 
tion of  my  not  voting  for  the  bill  when  it  was 
called  up.  I  was  not  m  my  seat  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  calling  it  up.  I  was  in  the  gal- 
lery, and  I  observed  tlMt  several  gentlemen  ex- 
plained that  thev  had  paired  ofif  with  Senators.  I 
was  applied  to  by  a  Senator,  not  now  present,  to 


know  whether  I  would  pair  off"  with  him.  Irtiier 
to  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bkiobt,]  vbo 
is  absent,  and  who  is  friendly  to  the  bill,  be  sap- 
posing  that  I  was  opposed  to  it.  When  be  msde 
this  application,  I  told  him  that  I  was  not  sure 
that  1  was  in  that  category;  that  I  did  not  know 
how  I  should  vote.  And  1  have  been  in  a  soim- 
what  doubtful  state.  I  have  not  been  here  to  be 
enlightened  by  the  speeches  which  have  been  m^ 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  I  et* 
tertain  some  doubts.  But,  sir,  as  it  happened  tbit 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  kind,  enough  to  ptir 
ofif  with  me  on  a  question  on  which' I  did  feel  womt 
interest,  and  as  he  and  his  colleague  are  boib  ib> 
sent,  I  thought  it  would  be  quite  fair,  eoosidcrair 
the  doubtful  state  of  my  mind,  to  pair  off  viti 
both  of  the  Senators  from  Indiana.  [Ltogbier.] 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  did  not  vote  for  cslbi; 
up  the  bill.  I  have  no  opposition  to  it,  but  i  bope 
the  amendment  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  A  single  word  in  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  as  to  hit  sDih 
aion  to  the  winn  of  the  Capitol.  I  think  hu  nis^ 
may  be  quieted  now,  and  that  the  Senate  and  tbe 
country  may  be  to  some  extent  quieted,  vbea  I 
inform  him  that  I  disposed  of  the  **  free-foil"ii 
that  wall  the  other  day  by  removing  it  wnb  tlie 
toe  of  my  boot;  and  we  learn  upon  pretty  god 
authority  that  the  people  of  New  Hampsbireut 
about  to  dispose  of  their  Free-Soil  representatin 
here  in  a  way  almost  as  summary. 

But  I  rise,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  oi 
Public  Lands,  to  say,  such  an  amendment  as  tbit 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  if  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  could  not  be  reported  opoi 
favorably  for  this  verv  reason:  When  this  lows 
bill,  and  the  others  like  it,  were  before  tbe  oo» 
miitee,  the  first  question  we  considered  was,  vhetk* 
er  the  principle  they  involved  was  a  sound  oer, 
and  then,  whether  it  was  good  policy  to  act  opos 
it.  Having  decided  this  in  the  amrroatire,  ve 
next  determined  the  number  of  roads  each  Suit 
should  have.  And  this  settled,we,for  reaaooi of 
obvious  propriety,  and  without  hesitation,  kfttke 
routes  or  the  road  and  the  selection  of  thdr  Ur- 
mini  to  the  Senators  from  the  States  respectireij. 
That  seemed  to  me  at  the  time  to  be  a  proper 
course  on  the  part  of  the  committee.  And  I  ni 
no  reason  to  think  otherwise  now.  No  Senator 
living  at  a  distance  from  the  roads,  as  the  Sentter 
from  New  York  does  from  those  in  Iowa,  can  pos- 
sibly determine  this  matter  so  well  or  so  profwHf 
as  the  Senators.  This  is  a  ^rant  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  for  public  works  within  her  own  borden. 
It  is  for  her  to  determine  where  and  how  ahe  viB 
dispose  of  it.  Her  decision,  as  the  one  most  n- 
lightened  and  most^^liable,  necessarily  moft  be 
conclusive  with  us.  So,  also,  we  know  and  bear 
her  here  onlj  through  her  own  and  most  compe 
tent  and  faithfbl  Senators.  To  us,  their  voice, 
their  decision,  their  judgment,  is  hers.  In  toj 
opinion,  therefore,  every  consideration  of  propn- 
ety  requires  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  mo- 
poaed  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Seward.] 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  a  word  to  sav  aboat 
the  taste  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  in  nit  pe^ 
sonal  allusion  to  the  Senator  from  New  Hainp* 
shire;  but  I  would  remark  that  it  has  been  toe 
misfortune  of  myself,  and  of  those  with  wbom  I 
have  acted ,  that  when  those  who  would  assail  of 
failed  in  argument  and  intellect,  they  have  used 
their  boots,  and  when  they  succeed  their  suecen 
may  be  because  they  have  more  boots  than  ar^* 
ments.  With  regard  to  the  fact  stated  by  tbe 
Senator  from  Arkansas,  that  when  he  had  kicked 
out  the  mortar  from  the  wall  the  pointers  vest 
right  to  work  and  replaced  the  mortar  and  re- 
paired the  wall,  I  will  tell  him  that  is  the  way 
.we  do.  When  an  assault  is  made  upon  oit 
we  nut  tbe  pointers  to  work  immediately;  and  I 
think  the  Senator  will  find  before  long  that  tbose 
who  have  been  met  with  such  aigumeota  as  he 
has  suggested,  are  increasing  very  fast.  I  know 
that  there  are  more  boots  on  the  side  of  those  ui^ 
kick  at  free-soil  than  there  on  the  other  side.  I 
yield  that  point,  sir;  bnt  when  yon  go, up  ^"f*" 
boots  to  head  I  think  we  have  a  pretty  fairehance, 
but  the  boots  we  give  up  entirely.    (Laughtef.J 

Now,  in  regard  to  tne  allusion  to  tbe  victory 
that  has  been  achieved,  I  am  perfectly  '•^•|ji"^|'*l 
the  victors  should  crow  and  ^ryoy  ^*  ■?•" 
the  conquest;  but  I  ean  tell  the  Seiiator,  from  ex* 
periancA,  that  be  wiU  find  il  wiU  be  bmmiotakt 
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defeat  in  homeopathic  doses.  It  may  come  by 
and  by  too  thick  and  too  overpowering  for  those 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  ar]^ment  with 
boots.  And,  besides,  they  may  receive  it  with  a 
better  ^race  if  they  have  been  disciplined  in  the 
school  in  which  they  take  it  in  homeopathic  doses. 
Sir,  I  am  accustomed  to  defeat.  I  was  defeated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  some  few  years 
a^,  and  it  was  a  sort  of  boot  game  then;  but  I 
^rielded  with  such  grace  as  I  could,  and  abided  my 
time.  I  expected  to  be  defeated  again;  1  expected 
that  the  Senate*  would  be  deprived  of  my  services, 
as  it  has  been  of  the  services  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  also,  [Mr.  Foote.]  When  that  Sena- 
tor was  ^ere  he  did  intimate — though  I  have  no 
doubt  it  was  in  an  unguarded  moment,  and  con- 
trary to  his  usual  kindness  of  heart — that  if  I 
should  be  found  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  it 
might  become  necessary  for  him  to  administer  a 
severe  infliction  upon  me.  He  is  now  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  as  its  Executive  bead,  and  though 
he  has  not  been  the  death  of  me  in  Mississippi,  he 
has  in  New  Hampshire,  because  as  he  happened 
to  be  out  of  the  Senate,  the  people  there  tnought 
there  was  no  need  of  my  services  here  any  further. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Senator 
froni  New  Hampshire  should  have  taken  anything 
I  said  as  either  serious  or  unkind.  I  assure  him 
that  what  I  said  was  intended  for  pleasantry — said 
ill  playful  reply  to  the  hit  he  made  at  me  about  the 
win^s  of  the  Capitol,  dbc.  I  could  not  mean  any 
unkindness  in  ray  remark  or  allusions;  for,  as  he 
well  knows,  that  however  much  1  may  differ  with 
him  in  his  political  views — ^however  much  I  may 
object  to  his  public  course,  I  entertain  for  him« 
personally,  the  kindest  feelings.  He  now  alludes 
to  what  I  said  about  the  mortar  in  the  walls  of  the 
Capitol  yesterday.  In  the  same  spirit  of  kind- 
ness, I  will  tell  him  that  I  apprehend  there  is,  in- 
deed,  some  resemblance  between  the  process  allu- 
ded to  and  the  procceedings  of  the  Free-Soilers 
whom  he  represents.  The  mortar  Mras  shown  to 
be  unsound.  What  did  the  architect  do .'  He  did 
not  rid  the  bosom  of  the  work  of  **  that  perilous 
stuff*;**  but  proceeded  to  cover  it  up — to  hide  from 
public  view — to  plaster  it  over  by  applying  a  little 
sound  mortar  to  the  turfaee.  And  so,  sir,  I  think 
it  not  unlikely  that,  when  Free-Soilers  find  them- 
selves defeated — the  people  having  weighed  them 
and  found  them  wanting — will  change  their  colors 
for  the  time,  and  seek  to  re|^n  their  position  with 
a  new  face,  made  up  of  a  little  of  this  new  mortar 
on  the  surface. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  discussion  is  entirely 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  BORLAND.    1  have  no  more  to  say,  sir. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Seward;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  stated  some  time  ago,  that  I 
thought  the  first  section  of  the  bill  could  be 
amended  in  a  manner  to  improve  the  character  of 
the  bill  very  much.  I  allude  to  an  amendment  that 
I  intend  to  propose,  beginning  in  the  eleventh  line 
at  the  word  *' provided,"  and  striking  out  all  down 
to  the  word  **  surveyed,*'  in  the  thirteenth  line, 
and  insert  what  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

l*he  amendment  proposed  ta  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing words:    **  ProtUled,  That  the  right  of  way 

*  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  feet  on  each  side 

*  of  the  line  of  said  roads,  and  a  copy  of  the  sur- 

*  vey,**  and  to  insert  the  words: 

ProvUedf  THiatin  locating  tlie  raiJrondf  srneMaidySnd 
aasifnifif  the  limit*  to  the  eaaement,  no  more  land  •Imll  be 
taken  from  the  United  States  tbnn  i«  neceMiary  for  a  conve- 
nient  eonstraction  and  u«e  of  taid  roads  or  public  ways  for 
transportation,  including  stations,  with  tiie  usual  buildings 
of  all  kinds,  turnouts,  and  such  other  appurtenances  as 
are  usually  enjoyed  by  railroad  companies,  and  a  copy  of 
the  location. 

So  that  the  proviso,  thus  amended,  will  read  as 
follows: 

Providedi  That  in  locatinf  the  railroads  aforesaid,  and 
asaigning  the  limits  to  the  easement,  no  more  land  shall  be 
taken  fmm  the  United  Slates  than  is  necessary  for  a  con- 
vifnient  construction  and  use  of  said  roads  or  public  ways 
for  transportation,  including  stations,  with  the  usual  build- 
tafs  of  all  kinds,  turn-outs,  and  such  other  appurtenances 
as  are  usually  enjoyed  by  railroad  companies;  and  a  copy 
of  the  location  of  said  road^i,  made  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  local 
land  offices  respectively,  and  to  the  General  Land  <  iffice  at 
Washington  City,  within  ninety  days  after  the  completion 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted.    It  is  a  practical  amend- 


ment and  embraces  a  matter  which  we  overlooked 
in  the  details.    1  trust  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
pose of  that  proviso,  another  amendment  in  the 
seventeenth  line  is  necessary.  It  provides  that  a 
copy  of  the  survey  of  said  roods,  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  forwarded  to 
the  proper  local  land  offices  respectively,  and  to 
the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  citv, 
written  ninety  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
same.  The  amendment  which  I  propose  is  to  add 
the  words  **  to  be  recorded**  to  the  end  of  the 
section. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  clause  of  the  proviso 

thus  proposed  to  be  amended  will  then  reau: 

**  And  a  copy  of  the  survey  of  said  roads,  made  under  the 
direction  of  tlie  Legttflature,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  proper 
local  land  offices  respectively  and  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice at  Washington  city,  within  ninety  days  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  same,  and  to  bo  recorded." 

Mr.  DAVIS.    I  should   like  the  proviso  still 

better — but  gentlemen  can  do  as  they  please  about 

it — if  the  location  were  recorded  in  the  register  of 

the  counties  where  the  land  lies.    It  would  be  a 

S'eat  convenience  to  the  public  if  this  were  so. 
ut  I  do  not  propose  to  amend  in  that  wav,  and 
I  simply  propose  that  their  returns  to  the  laoa  office 
shall  be  recorded. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GEYER.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
propose  to  offer,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  third 
section  of  the  amendment  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee.    It  is  to  add  the  following: 

Which  lands  shall,  frotn  time  to  time,  be  olftred  at 
public  sale  to  tlie  lugliefit  bidder,  under  tlie  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  entry 
until  they  shall  have  been  so  offered  at  public  sale. 

So  that  the  section  will  read — 

*<  That  the  sections  and  parts  of  sections  of  land  which, 
by  such  grant,  shall  remain  to  the  United  States  within  six 
miles  on  each  side  of  each  of  said  roads  shall  not  be  sold 
for  less  than  double  the  uiinimum  price  of  tiie  public  lands 
when  sold,  which  lands  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  offered 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  shall  nut  be  subject  to  eu- 
try  until  they  shall  have  been  so  offered  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  appears  to  be  a 
very  important  amendment.  I  nope  we  shall 
have  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  There  are  several  gen- 
tlemen here  who  say  they  do  not  understand  that 
amendment.  I  want  to  know  if  I  understand  it. 
If  1  do  understand  it,  it  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
lands  surveyed  at  the  price  of  (3  50  per  acre  for 
the  Government,  are  required  to  be  advertised 
and  sold  at  action.  Is  that  the  purpose  of  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  GEYER.    It  is,  sir. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Then  I  hope  it  will  be 
adopted,  alid  let  everybody  have  a  fair  chance, 
when  these  lands  come  into  market. 

Mr.  GEYER.  The  object  is  not  to  change  the 
minimum  price,  but  to  prevent  the  absorption  of 
these  lands  by  entry,  and  to  give  to  the  United 
States  the  advance,  if  any,  in  price  of  the  lands, 
when  they  shall  be  sold. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  the  yeas  and 
nays,  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  34,  nays  6;  as  follows: 

YEAS^Messrs.  Atchimn,  Badger,  Bayard,  Bell,  Bqr- 
land*  Bradbury,  Brodhead,  Brooke,  Cass.  Clarke,  Clemens, 
Cooper,  Davis,  Fish,  Foot,  Geyer.  Hamlin,  James.  Jones 
of  Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  King,  Manguni,  Mason, 
Morton,  Pratt,  Rusk,  Seward,  SmiUi,  SouU,  Stockton, 
Underwood,  upham.  Wade,  and  Walker— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chase.  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of 
Iowa,  Douglas,  Gwin,  and  McRae— 6. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  stated  yesterday,  some- 
what in  detail,  the  reasons  why  I  could  not  vote 
for  these  railroad  bills,  and  why  I  preferred  the 
policy  of  graduating  the  price  at  which  the  pub- 
lic lands  should  be  sold.  I  think  these  railroad 
bills,  relating  to  internal  improvements  in  the 
States,  are  local  and  partial  in  their  character;  and 
that  Congress  cannot  properly  decide  whether  a 
railroad  would  run  east  or  west,  or  north  or  south. 
It  is  said  that  the  object  of  these  railroads  is  to 
increase  the  sale  and  settlement  of  these  lands, 
and  that  is  the  proper  policy  for  the  country  to 
pursue.  I  think  that  a  graduating  policy  is  better, 
and  therefore  I  propose  a  substitute,  if  it  be  in 
order,  and  if  it  will  not  embarrass  the  Senate  in 
their  votes,  for  the  present  bill,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 


The  proposed  substitute  was  read,  as  follows: 

That  from  and  aOer  the  Arst  day  of  January  next,  all  die 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  then  subject  to  private 
entrv,  shall  be  arranged  into  six  classes,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, namely :  Lands  which  havQ  been  in  market,  sub- 
ject to  private  entry,  ten  years  or  less,  shall  constitute  the 
Itrst  class ;  those  which  have  been  in  market,  subject  as 
aforesaid,  more  than  ten  years  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
years,  shall  constitute  the  second  class;  those  which  have 
been  in  market,  subject  as  aforesaid,  more  than  fifteen 
years,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  years,  shall  constitute  the 
third  class ;  those  which  have  been  in  market,  subject  as 
aforesaid,  more  than  twenty  years,  and  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty five  years,  shall  constitute  the  fourth  class ;  thoe*>whicb 
have  been  in  inurket  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  not 
exceeding  thirty  years,  shall  constitute  the  fifth  class ;  and 
those  which  have  been  in  market  more  than  thirty  years, 
shall  consiitute  the  sixth  class ;  Uie  clas.<ification  to  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury :  Pro- 
videdf  That  in  fixing  those  clast^es,  the  fVaction  of  the  year 
between  the  date  of  offering  and  the  commencement  of  the 
next  calendar  year  tli^-reaOer,  shall  not  be  computed :  jSnd 
proviiled  Jtnlkerj  That  whenever  lands  subject  to  entry  at 
private  sale  are  withdrawn  from  market  for  any  cause,  the 
time  tlicy  may  be  thus  kept  out  of  market,  if  it  exceed  one 
calendar  year,  shall  be  escluded  from  computation  in  fixing 
the  several  classes. 

Sac.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  minimum 
price  of  the  lands.  In  the  first  class,  shall  be  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre ;  of  those  of  the  second  class, 
one  dollar  per  acre ;  of  those  in  the  tliird  class,  eighty  cents 
per  acre ;  of  those  in  the  fourth  class,  sixty  cents  per  acre ; 
of  those  in  the  fifth  class,  forty  cents  per  acre ;  of  those  ia 
the  sixtli  class,  twenty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  uynrther  enacted j  That  all  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  which  now  are,  or  may  hefeafter 
be,  brought  into  market,  and  liecome  subject  to  private  en- 
try, shall  be  subject,  as  the  periods  indicated  by  this  aet 
shall  arrive,  to  the  scale  of  graduation  herein  provided,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  be 
open  to  entry  and  purchase  agreeably  thereto. 

Sac.  4.  wfmf  be  U further  enacted,  That  upon  every  redoe- 
tinn  in  the  prices  of  said  lands  which  shall  take  place  by  the 
graduating  process  of  this  act,  the  occupants  or  setUers  upon 
any  of  the  said  lands  shall  have  the  right  of  preemption  at 
such  graduated  or  reduced  prices,  which  right  shall  extend 
to  a  period  of  six  months  from  and  after  the  dates  at  which 
tiie  respective  graduations  shall  take  place;  and  any  land 
not  entered  by  the  respective  occupants  or  settiers  within 
that  period,  shall  be  liable  to  be  entered  or  purchased  by 
any  other  person  until  the  next  graduation  or  reduction  in 
price  shall  take  place,  when  it  shall,  if  not  previously  pur- 
chaMed,  be  again  subject  to  the  right  of  preemption  for  six 
months  and  so  on  from  time  to  time  as  said  reduction  shall 
take  place :  Provided,  That  notiiing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  tu  interfere  with  any  right  which  has 
accrued,  or  may  accrue,  by  virtue  of  on^act  granting  pre- 
emptions to  actual  settiers  on  the  public  lands. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  proposed  to 
strike  out  all  that  has  been  adopted,  and  insert 
what  has  just  been  read. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  suggest  a  single 
verbal  amendment  to  that  amendment,  if  it  meets 
the  approbation  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia.  I  observe  in  one  place  that  the  expression, 
**more  than  one  calendar  year,"  occurs.  We 
have,  I  believe,  but  one  kind  of  year  now,  that 
which  has  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days.  I 
therefore  suggest  that  the  word  ** calendar''  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.    I  accept  the  modification. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
the  Question,  in  order  that  Senators  may  under- 
stand it.  This  bill  was  originaOy  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  was  reported 
back  by  that  committee  to  the  Senate  with  an 
amendment,  which  is  to  strikeout  the  original  and 
insert  what  is  printed  in  italics.  That  amendment 
has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  has  been  reported  to  the 
Senate  and  under^ne  several  amendments.  The 
proposition  now  is  to  strike  out  all  that  amend- 
ment as  amended,  and  insert  what  has  been  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  (i W IN.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  graduation , 
and  I  will  go  even  further  than  that.  I  am  in 
favor  of  giving  donations  to  actual  settlers,  but  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  incorporating  that  bill  in  this 
one.  I  will  vote  for  the  bill  before  the  Senate  as 
it  is,  and  hereafter  for  the  other  one,  if  it  should 
come  up.    I  will  vote  for  both  of  them. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  offer  this  as  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  before  us.  We  must  adopt  one  meas- 
sure  or  the  other.  We  must  either  take  this  rail- 
road policy,  by  which  the  public  lands  are  to  be 
absoroed,  or  we  must  agree  to  a  graduation  and 
reduction  of  prices  of  the  public  lands.  I  prefer 
the  graduation  policy  for  the  resteons  which  I  stated 
yesterday.  I  believe  it  more  equitable  and  more 
just  and  general  in  its  operation,  and  more  easily 
understood.  It  prevents  monopolies  by  a  tendency 
to  centralization,  and  I  therefore  think  it  altogether 
preferable.  I  offer  it,  not  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
bill,  but  as  a  substitute  for  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  has  so  stated. 
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Mr.  OWIN.  I  am  in  favor  of  both  bills.  I 
•hall  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  is  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  shall  also  Tote  for  the  other  bill  when 
it  comes  up. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  1  can  be  heard,  I  desire  to 
make  a  sugg^tion,  and  inquire  whether  or  not  the 
substitute  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  is  in  order?  The  bill  upon  your 
table  is  one  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
in  the  State  of  Iowa.  The  substitute  is  for  the 
graduation  of  the  price  and  sale  of  the  public 
lands.  Now,  although  the  railroad  in  Iowa  is  to 
be  made  by  an  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  lanas,  yet  the  object  of  the  original  bill  is 
the  railroad,  and  therefore  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  this  substitute  is  germane  to  this  original 
subject,  and  consequently  it  is,  as  I  think,  out  of 
order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  rule  on  the 
subject.  The  question  under  discussion  is  the 
disposition  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  do- 
main. An  amendment  has  been  made  to  the  bill 
by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  amendment  is  now  under  consideration  by 
the  Senate,  and  it  is  therefore  open  to  amendroentr. 
The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsvlva- 
nia  IS  to  strike  out  the  greater  portion  of  that 
amendment,  and  insert  a  substitute,  which  is 
cmother  mode  of  disposing;  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  substitute,  by  proposmgthat 
instead  of  striking  out  the  whole  bill,  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  shall  be 
added  to  it.' 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  would  not  be  in  order 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  suppose  we  can  do  it  by  vo- 
ting this  proposition  down  as  a  substitute,  and 
then  add  it  to  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senate  think  proper 
to  vote  down  the  amendment  of  (he  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  as  a  substitute,  they  can  do  so,  and 
it  will  then  be  in  order  to  offer  it  as  an  addition  to 
the  bUI. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  As  the  object  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  unquestionably  is  to  carry  out 
his  favorite  policy  of  graduating  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  find  that 
ke  can  accomplish  hie  object  much  better  by  bring- 
ing it  forwam  in  a  separate  bill.  I  confess  I  have 
a  great  inclination  to  go  with  him  in  his  favorite 
policy  of  graduating  and  reducing  the  price  of  the 
public  lands;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  large  num- 
bers from  the  new  States  will  join  him  in  that 
policy,  and  probably  be  able  to  pass  his  bill  for  him 
if  he  will  bring  it  forward  as  a  separate  proposi- 
tion, untrammeled  by  any  objections  to  it  as  an 
amendment  to  this  bill .  If  he  will  brin?  it  forward 
separately,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  find  many 
earnest  and  zealous  coadjutors  in  the  representa- 
tives of  the  new  States.  1  fear  that  there  is  some 
hazard  in  attaching  it  to  this  bill;  I  fear  that* by 
ofifering  it  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill  he  will 
lose  his  graduation  policy.  I  would  therefore  sug- 
gest to  him  the  propriety  of  bringing  it  forward 
as  a  separate  measure,  free  from  the  embarrass- 
ments hanging  around  it  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
debated  in  my  own  mind  whether  I  should  offer 
this  graduation  bill  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
under  consideration,  because  1  feared  it  mieht  em- 
barrass gentlemen  in  their  votes  here.  But  in  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois and  withdraw  it  now,  and  subsequently  bring 
it  forward  as  an  independent  proposition,-  this 
railroad  grant  to  Iowa  may  be  passed  in  the  mean- 
time, and  then  we  should  have  to  make  other 
grants.  I  think,  therefore,  we  had  better  decide 
now  whether  we  will  adopt  the  graduating  policy, 
or  the  railroad  policy.  You  cannot  adopt  both, 
in  my  judgment.  I  am  opposed  to  this  railroad 
policy  for  the  reasons  which  I  stated  pretty  fully 
yesterday.  I  do  not  desire  to  embarrass  gentlemen 
in  their  votes.  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  do  so. 
But  I  fear,  that  if  I  withdraw  the  amendment  now, 
these  railroad  bills  will  all  be  passed;  and  then 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for,  and  permit  roe  to 
say,  no  propriety  in ,  the  adoption  of  tne  graduation 
policy.  It  would  then  be  left  to  operate  only  on 
the  alternate  sections. 

Mr.  DO  DOE,  of  Iowa.  I  appeal  to  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MANGUM.    Mr.  President,  we  are  com- 


ing to  be  an  extremely  wise  body.  We  act  on  the 
very  largest  subjects  with  all  the  aids  of  intuition. 
Now,  I  would  distrust  the  ablest  man  this  country 
ever  produced,  coming  from  an  old  State,  who 
could  have  but  very  little  knowledge  of  the  land 
system,  or  of  matters  connected  with  the  public 
domain,  who  would  get  up  here,  and  in  five  min- 
utes, at  the  end  of  a  tedious  session,  propose  a 
system  of  disposition  for  the  entire  pubuc  domain 
of  the  country,  without  even  subjecting  it  to  the 
investigation  of  a  committee.  I  understand  that 
the  amendment  is  offered  as  adversary  to  the  bill 
under  consideration.    I  hope  it  will  be  easily  dis- 

Eosed  of;  and,  as  the  gentleman  who  has  off*ered  it 
as  not  been  courteous  enough  to  withdraw  it  at 
the  request  of  his  friends,  I  trust  it  will  be  imme- 
diately rejected.  I  hope  we  will  vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  shall  not  now  withdraw 
the  amendment,  but  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SOULE.  Mr.  President,  I  must  oppose 
the  proposition  of  mv  friend  from  Pennsylvania; 
and  yet  I  am  free  to  acfmit,  that  if  it  were  presented 
as  a  distinct  and  separate  measure,  from  the  gen- 
eral features  which  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in 
it,  I  would  readily  give  it  my  concurrence.  But 
it  is  very  clear  that  we  are  in  no  way  prepared  to 
act  now  upon  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance. 
It  would  be  assuming,  as  has  been  very  properly 
remarked  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  the  possession  of  such  great  powers  of 
intuition,  that  I  can  hardly  believe  a  Senator  here 
would  claim.  I  shall  vote,  therefore,  against  this 
substitute  proposed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania. 

1  had  intended  to  explain  at  some  length  the 
vote  which  I  mean  to  give  in  favor  of  this  Iowa 
bill;  but  as  I  understand  that  a  bill  of  the  same 
nature  concerning  the  State  of  Ohio  will  soon  be 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  1  shall  then  have  an  opportunity  to  express 
my  views  on  the  subject,  I  have  resolved  to  gfive  a 
silent  vote  in  favor  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa.  I  wish  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  would  say  to  him  that  I  am  as  Anxious  as 
he  can  be  for  the  passage  of  his  bill  at  a  proper 
time;  but  I  would  take  it  as  a  ^reat  favor  to  me 
and  to  ray  State,  if  he  would  withdraw  his  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  1  wish  to  renew  my 
appeal  to  my  worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania  to 
withdraw  his  amendment.  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  reouest  it,  for  if  there  is  one  sincere  friend  on 
this  floor  of  the  graduation  system  in  all  its  scope 
and  bearing,  I  claim  to  be  that  one.  The  princi- 
ple has  grown  with  my  growth  and  strengthened 
with  my  strength,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  re- 
joiced to  cooperate  with  him  at  a  proper  time  and 
in  a  proper  manner  to  effect  the  passage  of  that 
great  measure.  But  I  trust  the  Senator  will  not, 
and  I  know  he  does  not  desire  to,  embarrass  our 
bill  and  force  us  to  vote  down,  as  we  will  certainly 
do,  a  proposition  to  which  we  are  as  friendly  as  he 
can  be. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  stated  when  I  first  offered 
this  substitute  that  I  did  not  design  to  embarrass 
gentlemen  in  these  votes.  I  can  soy  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Manqum]  that 
this  proposed  substitute  of  (nine  was  not  prepared 
or  drawn  bv  me.  It  is  a  well-matured  measure, 
one  which  has  been  under  the  consideration  of 
this  body  before,  and  which  was  brought  forward 
by  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  land  States.  As 
there  seems,  however,  to  be  a  great  desire  that  I 
should  withdraw  this  substitute  and  subseouently 
offer  it  as  an  independent  proposition,  I  Uiink  it 
better  for  me  to  ao  so.  I  desire  Uiat  gentlemen 
shall  be  unembarrassed  in  their  action  here.  I  was 
sincere  in  bringing  this  proposition  to  the  notice  I 
of  the  Senate.  I  hope  that  the  original  bill  will  be 
voted  down  for  the  reasons  which  I  stated  yester- 
day, and  then  I  shall  brin^  forward  this  measure 
as  an  independent  proposition. 

The  PRESIDENT.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senate  the  amendment  can  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PRATT.  As  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  called,  I  desire  to  record  my  vote  against  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Have  I  not  the  right  to 
withdraw  the  amendment? 

Mr.  PRESIDENT.  Not  except  by  unanraious 
consent.     Does  the  Chair  underatana  the  Senator 


from  Maryland  to  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  PR^TT.  Yes  sir;  I  want  to  bare  t  vote 
upon  the  proposition.  As  the  yeas  ami  m^ 
have  been  called,  I  believe  it  it  my  privilcfe to r^ 
quire  that  the  vote  be  taken . 

The  PRESIDENT.  Most  assuredly.  Iftbe 
Senator  insists  on  it,  the  vote  must  be  taken. 

Mr.  MASON.  lunderatand  that  tbeScnttw 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  ofifering  this  ameodmm, 
declared  distinctly  that,  in  his  judgment,  oa  k- 
count  of  the  former  action  of  this  body  on  abb 
proposition,  there  remained  noalteraativenowbu 
to  choose  between  the  policy  of  giving  away  tKoe 

gublic  lands,  or  a  lar^e  portion  of  then,  to  i^ 
tates  within  which  Uief  lie,  or  of  adopiinr  m 
opposinff  policy  of  proviaing  for  their  imroMJiie 
sale,  or  their  speedy  sale,  by  graduating  their  priet 
ft  was  in  that  view  that  he  ofiTered  this  propoiiuoi 
as  an  amendment,  and  a  substitute  to  that  of  gir- 
ing  public  lands  for  railroads.  1  am  not  prepared 
to  say  at  present  whether  I  should  be  disposed,  if 
the  option  were  left  to  me,  to  change  the  exiitatf 
policjr  of  the  Government  to  that  which  is  pro- 

r>sea  by  the  amendment  which  the  Senator  offen. 
mean,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  I 
should  be  disposed  to  change  the  exiatine  Ian 
offering  the  public  lands  for  sale  at  a  luioinHia 
price,  for  a  system  of  reducing  them  with  a  nev 
of  speedy  sale;  but  between  the  two  propoaitionf 
of  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  landt  tad 
selling  them  rapidly,  and  that  of  giving  them  avay 
to  the  States  within  which  they  lie,  I  prefer  tb 
former.  I  shall  tlierefore  vote  for  the  amendoeot 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  though  I  tboaM 
acquiesce  cheerfully  in  allowing  him  to  vitb- 
draw  it. 

Mr.  BELL.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
hear  fVom  the  honorable  Senator  from  yir^nia,or 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  viui 
security  this  amendment  that  is  propoaed  wiflort 
to  the  country,  if  it  should  pass,  that  the  land  v£ 
not  still  be  given  away  to  railroads? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  This  may  obviate  some  get- 
tleman's  objections  to  the  land  bills. 

Mr.  BELL.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  will  be 
no  security  whatever,  but  that  we  shall  just  go  oo, 
and  whenever  we  think  it  is  liberal  and  proper  to- 
wards the  new  States,  give  them  additional  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements.  I  do  sot 
underatand  that  the  proposition  of  the  hooorabte 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  proposes  to  afford  an? 
security  oh  that  head,  but  proposes  to  hasten  tk 
sale  of  the  public  lands.  Now,  it  is  said  thai  (here 
is  a  large  amount,  such  an  amount  as  350,000,000 
acres  of  public  land  in  the  market.  If  that  n 
so,  if  we  reduce  them  to  forty  c^nis  an  acre,  ii 
would  take  yeare  and  yeara  before  they  could  be 
appropriated;  and  in  the  meantime  they  wooH 
remain  open  to  applications  to  the  liberality  and 
justice,  if  you  please,  of  Congress,  in  making  these 
improvements.  I  desire  to  ascertain  whetheriherc 
be  any  security  contemplated  on  that  point. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  b<? 
leave  to  interrupt  the  Senator  for  a  momenu  Ou 
turning  to  the  rule,  which-he  will  read,  the  Chair 
is  aware  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Senate, 
even  aAer  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered, 
to  permit  the  withdrawal  of  a  proposition.  The 
10th  rule  is: 

«« When  a  motion  shaU  be  made  sad  aecoaded,  it  ibaU  b> 
reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  VnndenL  oraajnc*- 
bcr,  dHivered  In  at  the  table,  and  read,  beiore  *«J^ 
•hall  be  debated ;  and  any  motion  nay  be  wHbdwg  *f 
the  mover  at  any  time  lielbre  a  dedaioa.  aaiaatowtt* 
ordering  of  tiie  v«fs»  and  naya,  except  a  nockM  »  iw»* 
eider,  which  shall  notbe  wiUidrawn  wiUioutttae  kvrt  (tm 
Senate.** 

"  Leave  of  the  Senate"  is  given  by  the  sftion 
of  a  majority .  A  nd  therefore  the  mover  of  a  prop- 
osition, even  after  the  yeas  and  nays  hate  been 
ordered,  (though  the  Chair  just  now  was  under  a 
different  impression,)  can  withdraw  it,  if  a  inajonty 
of  the  Senate  decide  to  grant  leave. 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  move,  then,  that  the  howr 
able  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BaoDiiuBj 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  M  ASON.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  answer 
to  what  fell  from  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Bell.]  I  underatand  that  Senator  to  inqinre 
what  security -the  country  will  have  a^inst  »«• 
giving  away  the  public  lands,  even  rf  we  shouw 
adopt  the  policy  of  graduating  and  redocinj  Ui«f 
price.  Now,  sir,  I  would  answer  the  S«»«;^ 
saying  that,  from  my  experience  in  this  Gown- 
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ment,  which  has  been  much  less  than  his,  I  am 
afraid  the  people  will  have  no  security  whatever, 
and  can  get  none,  against  the  action  of  Congress. 
In  this  very  instance,  what  do  we  see?  Why,  in 
1847,  a  law  was  passed  to  borrow  money.  We 
were  then  engaged  in  a  war  with  Mexico.  And 
to  establish,  or  rather  to  improve  the  credit  of  the 
country,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  were  pledged  to  the  payment  of  that  debt. 
Here  ia  a  bill  brought  in  to  give  them  away,  at 
the  rate  of  some  3,800  acres  per  mile.  There  is  no 
restraint,  then,  by  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
to  the  extent  that  the  pubnc  faith  may  be  involved 
by  the  hypothecation  of  the  proceeds  of  Uie  public 
lands. 

But  I  will  go  further  than  that.  I  have  seen  an 
instance,  in  my  judgment,  and  in  the  judgment  of 
the  section  of  the  Union  from  which  I  come,  in 
which  the  action  of  Congress  has  not  been  re- 
strained by  constitutional  bounds.  1  am  afraid, 
therefore,  when  the  Senator  asks  what  security 
we  can  offer,  that  we  can  offer  none. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  1  do  not  propose  to  offer 
any  security,  nor  do  1  suppose  that  a  solitary 
Senator  from  one  of  the  land  States  on  this  floor 
proposes  to  offer  an^  security.    Not  one. 

It  has  been  said  time  and  again,  by  all  the  Sen- 
ators opposed  to  this  bill,  or  opposea  to  anything 
like  justice,  in  any  form  of  a  bill  which  may  be 
presented,  to  the  new  States,  that  they  are  giving 
away  lands.  Now,  there  is  not  one  of  these  bills 
upon  the  table  of  any  Senator,  presented  at  this  or 
at  any  former  session,  that  ha8  for  its  object  the 
giving  away  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  railroads  or  other  improvements.  Let 
the  Senator  from  Vir^nia  propose  to  strike  out 
that  clause  of  this  bill  which  tloubles  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  upon  the  alternate  sections  re- 
aerred;  and  if  that  is  done,  then  the  remainder 
will  be  a  donation.  But  until  that  is  done  there 
is  no  donation.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  clause  in 
the  bill  providing  for  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  mails  of 
the  United  States.  That,  I  suppose,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  an  equivalent  for  tne  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands.  If  the  l^nator  from 
Virginia,  or  any  gentleman,  can  show  that  this 
bill,  or  any  other  land  bill  now  before  the  Senate, 
gives  directly  or  indirectly  one  cent. — one  acre  of 
land,  or  the  fraction  of  an  acre  of  land,  to  the  new 
States,  then  1  am  ready  to  abandon  tlie  whole  sys- 
tem. 

I  do  not  say  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia offers  this  amendment  as  an  expedient  to  de- 
feat this  bill;  but  it  will  operate  as  an  expedient 
to  defeat  this  and  all  the  other  land  bills.  I  tell 
that  Senator — and  I  believe  every  gentleman  rep- 
resenting one  of  the  new  States  on  this  floor  will 
tell  him  the  same  thing — that  we  will  vote  for  that 
bill  separately,  I  prefer  that  bill;  I  prefer  a  §^ad- 
uation  bill,  upon  almost  any  principle,  to  this  or 
any  other  land  bill.  When  this  bill  was  first 
taken  up  for  discussion,  I  avowed,  and  I  avow 
now,  that  you  are  giving  nothing  to  the  new  States. 
You  are  conferring  no  direct  favor  on  the  State  of 
Missouri  or  the  State  of  Iowa  by  thes*  grants. 
They  have  amoral  influence, and  a  moral  influence 
alone,  on  our  own  people,  inducing  them  to  step 
forward  and  advance  their  money  for  the  construc- 
tion of  these  roads.  This  is  all  the  influence,  all 
the  effect  they  have.  We  do  not  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  one  cent,  or  for 
one  acre  of  land,  for  which  we  do  not  pay  an 
equivalent.  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  change 
their  phraseology  somewhat  when  they  speak  of 
granting  lands  or  of  donatine:  lands  to  tne  new 
States.  I  trust  that  m)r  friend  from  Virginia  par 
ticularly  will  change  his  phraseology,  or  demon- 
strate tliat  it  is  a  gif\. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  My  friend  from  Tennes- 
see asked  me,  what  security  we  have  that  Con- 
gress will  not  contrive  to  donate  and  give  away 
these  lands  after  we  shall  adopt  a  graduating  pol- 
icy ^  In  answer  to  that  question,  I  have  only  to 
say  that  we  have  this  security:  We  deprive  the 
advocates  of  this  and  the  other  land  bills  of  the 
principal  argument  they  advance  in  favor  of  them. 
They  say  they  desire  to  induce  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  the  public  lands  We  adopt  the  policy; 
and  if,  to  carry  it  out,  we  adopt  a  graduation  sys- 
tem, it  will  be  a  substitute  for  what  they  propose. 
You  cannot  have  both.  As  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  M  States,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I 
eaDoot  go  for  both  these  measures     I  cannot  go 


for  the  various  railroad  bills  granting  some  ten,  or 
fifteen,  or  twenty  millions  of  acres  a  year,  and 
then  go  for  a  graduation  policy  also.  I  offer  a 
compromise  here.  1  ofi*er  the  same  measure  to 
the  gentlemen  from  the  new  States  which  they 
have  been  urging  upon  Congress  for  years  past, 
and  I  ask  them  now  to  adopt  it  in  lieu  of  these 
various  railroad  projects. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  would  inquire  what  is  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition  is  to  give 
permission  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  hope  gentlemen  will  confine 
themselves  to  that  point. 

Mr.  UNDER WbOD.  I  rise  to  make  a  remark 
or  two,  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Missouri.  I 
think  it  lamentable  that,  afler  months  of  discus- 
sion, we  cannot  agree  upon  the  facts,  but  are  dia- 
metrically opposed  as  to  the  facts  whicli  exist  in 
the  case,  and  cannot  understand  them  alike.  My 
friend  from  Missouri  says,  that  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  any  lands  are  given  aWay,  he  will  go  against 
the  whole  system.  1  have,  over  and  over  again, 
stated  that  lands  are  given  away  by  this  system. 
He  denied  it  positively.  The  Question  between 
us  is,  which  of  us  understands  tne  bill  correctly? 
Now  let  me  state  the  case  in  such  a  clear  light  that 
nobody  can  controvert  it.  This  bill  says  that  the 
State  of  Iowa  shall  receive  every  alternate  section 
for  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  the  road. 
The  grant,  then,  is  equal  to  six  sections  on  one 
side;  for,  if  they  ^et  alternate  sections  for  six  miles 
on  both  sides,  it  is  equal  to  six  miles  on  one  side. 
That  is  clear.  Nolxidy  can  deny  that.  Now, 
suppose  that  by  the  private  entries  which  have 
been  made,  there  is  lefl  only  four  sections  out  of 
which  the  selections  can  be  made,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence of  that  state  of  things  ?  Instead  of  having 
your  whole  twelve  sections  on  both  sides,  out  of 
which  to  select  six,  you  have  only  four  sections; 
from  which,  of  course,  only  two  can  be  selected. 
Then  the  bill  says  the  State  may  make  up  that 
deficiency  more  than  six  miles  from  the  line  of  the 
road.  You  can  only  get  the  half  of  four,  or  two 
sections,  within  six  miles.  Then  the  other  four 
sections  to  which  you  are  entitled,  you  get  at  a 
distance  greater  than  six  miles  from  tne  line  of  the 
road.  Can  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  deny  that 
those  four  sections,  which  you  take  from  more 
than  six  miles  from  the  road,  are  a  pure  donation 
to  the  State  without  a  cent's  ec^uivalent  in  rHurn  ? 
Why,  it  is  capable  of  mathematical  demonstration, 
that  the  four  sections  selected  more  tlian  six  miles 
from  the  lineof  the  road  are  given  away  absolutely 
and  the  United  States  does  not  receive  a  cent  from 
them.  There  is  no  doubling  of  the  price  for  those 
four  sections  at  all;  you  only  double  the  price 
upon  the  half  of  the  four  sections  which  are  within 
the  six  miles.  That  is,  you  double  the  price  upon 
the  two  sections  selected  within  the  six  miles  ofthe 
road,  and  do  not  double  the  price  of  the  other  four 
sections,  selected  at  a  distance  of  more  than  six 
miles  from  the  road. 

"Mr.  DOWNS.  Suppose  you  sold  two  sections, 
instead  of  one  before,  would  not  that  be  doubling  ? 

A  Sbkator.     It  is  dinner-time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Some  gentlemen  say 
they  want  their  dinners:  and  I  dislike,  just  upon 
the  eve  of  the  vote,  to  detain  them.  I  am  sorry 
that  we  do  not  agree  as  to  the  facts  of  the  bill. 
When  there  are  only  four  sections  within  six  miles 
of  each  side  of  the  road,  the  Government  is  en- 
titled to  one  half,  and  the  State  to  the  other  half. 
The^ovemment  reserves  two  sections,  and  the 
State  two  sections,  within  six  miles;  and  then,  in 
the  case  supposed,  if  the  State  makes  up  the  defi- 
ciency of  four  sections,  from  lands  lying  more  than 
six  miles  from  the  road,  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
two  sections  taken  within  six  miles  ofthe  road,  it 
is  a  perfect  and  pure  donation. 

Now  a  word  or  two  to  my  constituents,  and  then 
I  shall  have  done  with  this  subject  forever,  1  think. 
I  want  to  say  to  them,  through  the  Senate,  that  my 
liberal  (as  I  think)  and  enlarged  idea  of  duty,  un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  country,  has  carried 
me  for  internal  improvements  upon  great  nationaf 
principles.  I  thinlc  we  have  the  whole  control  of 
this  subject.  Although  I  am  not  sure  but  the 
vot«,  which  I  shall  give  in  favor  of  this  bill,  will 
subject  me  to  a  very  severe  responsibility  at  home, 
I  shall  not  shrink  from  it;  for  1  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  meet  responsibility.  All  its  terrors  have 
no  dread  for  me.    I  may  say  with  my  friend  from 


New  Hampshire,  that  I  have  no  politacal  hopes  or 
aspirations.  1  retire  to  private  life;  but  I  intend 
to  carry  with  me  the  approbation  of  my  con- 
science, and  the  conviction  that  I  have  done  what 
I  believed  to  be  right.  1  have  heretofore  voted  for 
all  these  bills,  upon  those  high  principles  which  I 
have  advocated  before  this  Senate.  Seeing  no 
chance  to  get  that  justice  which  I  believe  we  ought 
to  have,  and  would  have  had,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  amendment  which  I  had  the  honor  of  oflfer- 
ing— -seeing  no  prospect,  under  the  present  state 
of  things,  of  having  the  land  fund  inure  as  a  com- 
mon benefit  to  all  the  States,  t  will  not  act  the  part 
of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  I  will  not  refuse  to  do 
good  for  evil.  I  will  act  upon  the  principle,  that 
the  day  is  coming  when  justice  will  animate  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people.  I  act  upon  the_ 
principle,  that  truth  is  omnipotent,  and  will  ulti- 
mately prevail.  I  believe  that,  if  the  people  of 
the  United  States  will  take  this  great  subject  into 
consideration,  they  will  see  that  the  old  States  are 
entitled  to  some  participation  in  this  great  fund ; 
that  the  new  Slates  are  not  entitled  to  tdl  its  bene- 
fits. Although  1  think  I  have  been  pretty  harshly 
treated  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  in  some 
respects,  yet  1  cheerfully  give  them  what  I  think 
they  are  entitled  to,  in  these  bills;  hoping,  that 
when  that  public  reconsideration  takesplace,  which 
I  ho|>e  may  take  place,  not  only  the  old  States, 
but  the  new  States,  will  see  the  propriety  of  acting 
upon  the  principle  that  I  haveaavocatecf  here,  ana 
upon  which  I  intend  to  stand.  With  these  views, 
1  am  ready  to  vote. 

The  motion  to  grant  leave  to  withdraw  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Brodhbad  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is,  on 
the  amendment  that  has  been  made  in  Committee 
ofthe  Whole. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
the  Senate,  but  1  happened  acciaentally  to  be  out 
when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  when 
the  Senator  from  lowti  [Mr.  Dodge]  made  some 
explanations  with  regard  to  the  bill.  I  wish  to 
know  whetlier  he  understands  the  bill  as  restraining 
the  State  of  Iowa  from  taking  alternate  sections, 
that  were  reserved  by  the  Government  when  the 
gran  t  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  Des  Moines 
river. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.    I  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  do  not  see  any  such  re- 
servation in  the  bill;  but  I  wish  to  make  a  single 
remark  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
He  pledged  himself  that  he  would  abandon  the 
•bill,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  one  acre  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  granted  for  these  purposes  was  a  gift. 
He  further  remarked  that  if  we  reduced  the  price 
of  alternate  sections,  it  would  be  a  giA;  but  that 
inasmuch  as  the  price  of  the  alternate  sections  re- 
served was  increased  or  doubled,  that  prevented 
the  grant  from  being  a  donation;  and  he  proceeded 
to  remark  that  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  grad- 
uation bill  presented  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  if  it  were  brought  forward  as 
a  separate  proposition.  That  graduation  bill  re- 
duces the  price  of  the  alternate  sections  not  only 
to  the  amount  which  they  now  are,  but  to  a  mucn 
less  amount  than  that  now  asked  for  them.  The 
declaration  of  the  Senator  was,  that  such  a  reduc- 
tion would  constitute  this  grant  a  gift;, and  in  that 
event,  he  said  he  would  go  afainst  the  bill.  Be- 
lievingthat  he  will  vote,  as  he  pledged  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  that  he  would,  for  a  bill  for 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  we 
have  a  right  to  claim  that  he  will  vote  against  this 
bill.    I  think  he  stands  »o  pledged. 

The  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL.  Some  of  my  friends  have  said 
that  I  would  be  acting  somewhat  inconsistently  if 
I  voted  for  this  bill.  I  do  not  propose  now  to  go 
into  an  explanation  of  the  grants.  Perhaps  some 
other  occasion  will  arise  when  I  can  do  so.  I 
said  in  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  fate  of  the  amendment,  I  would  give 
my  vote  for  the  bill.  I  think  I  can  reconcile  it 
with  the  vote  I  have  given  for  similar  bills  hereto- 
fore; but  if  the  Senate  will  allow  me  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Douglas]  one  Question 
before  they  vote,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to 
them.  It  is  an  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
^vote  upon  a  bill  for  an  appropriation  to  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  of  public  lands  connected  with 
the  Illinois  railroad;  and  this  1  connect  (to  show 
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that  I  am  not  out  of  order  altogether  in  my  re- 
marks on  this  occasion)  with  the  grounds  Mrhich 
I  assume,  in  part,  for  votinsi:  for  this  bill  in  favor 
of  Iowa  and  other  new  States,  as  I  have  voted 
for  Illinois,  for  the  Southern  States,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  and  would  have  voted  for  Michi- 
gan and  Wisconsin,  had  they  been  up,  and  do  ex- 
pect to  vole  for  tliem,  and  as  £  would  have  voted 
for  appropriations  made  in  behalf  of  the  public 
improvements  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Now,  sir,  what  1  wish  to  stale  is,  that  when 
that  bill  was  up  two  sessions  ago,  1  assumed  the 
same  principle  in  dfrgument  that  I  did  the  other 
day,  and  that  was,  that  if  there  be  anything  in 
the  principle  of  Congress  having  the  power  to 
give  a  portion  of  this  estate  to  improve  the  re- 
mainder of  it,  they  could  give  lands  lying  in  Illi- 
nois, in  Mississippi,  or  in  Alabama,  to  construct 
a  railroad  through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee;  that 
the  principle  was  the  same,  if  by  connecting  these 
two  roads  you  improve  the  whole  body  of  the 
public  domain  on  each  extremity i  or  wherever  it 
exists  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  And  I  wanted 
to  state,  that  when  the  bill  appropriating  some 
4,000,000  or  5,000,000  of  acres,  I  presume,  to 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Illinnis  was  up,  I 
made  the  proposition  directly  that  a  fair,  ratable 
proportion  of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  appropria- 
ted by  that  bill  to  those  States,  should  be  applied, 
when  sold  by  them,  to  the  completion  of  the  con- 
necting link  between  Cairo,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  and  the  southern  boundary  of  Tennessee, 
going  through  a  part  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky; 
but  1  was  advised  by  the  friends  of  the  measure — 
I  had  always  been  in  favor  of  liberal  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  lands  to  the  new  Slates — that 
if  I  pressed  my  Amendment,  it  would  inevitably 
defeat  the  whole  measure.  Upon  consultation 
with  the  Senator  from  Illinois — and  this  is  the 
point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  his  attention  and 
upon  which  I  want  his  statement — he  said  to  me 
that  his  judgment  was  the  same  with  regard  to 
pressing  my  amendment;  but  he  thought  that  a 
proper  and  fair  construction  of  the  bill,  th*n,  as 
1  had  the  impression  until  recently,  did  make  the 
lands  or  the  proceeds  of  them  liable  to  be  appro- 
priated ratably,  according  to  the  terms  or  that 
act,  for  the  construction  of  the  road  through  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky.  I  must  be  mistaken  in  that 
impression,  because,  on  looking  over  the  bill,  I  do 
not  see  any  clear  pretext /or  staling  that  the  lands 
appropriated  in  Illinois  'should  be  thus  applied; 
but  I  rather  think  the  lands  Appropriated  to  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  do  bear  that  construction. 
What  I  want  now,  is*  for  the  honorable  Senator 
to  state  what  is  his  recollection  of  that  conversa- 
tion, and  of  his  impression  at  that  time  as  to  the 
proper  construction  of  that  act,  in  justice  to  my- 
self for  having  forborne  to  press  that  amendment, 
although  I  was  expected  to  do  so,  by  some  friends 
of  that  connecting  hnk  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  have  not  a  distinct  recol- 
lection of  the  conversation  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  refers,  although  I  have  u  very 
strong  impression  upon  my  mind  of  having  had 
my  attention  called  to  that  provision  of  the  bill  by 
some  one — probably  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see— and  of  the  impression  resting  upon  my  mind 
at  that  time.  The  Illinois  bill,  when  written  by 
myself,  only  extended  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
did  not  contemplate  the  construction  of  any  road 
beyond  the  limits  of  that  State.  When  an  amend  - 
ment  was  offered — I  think  by  the  present  presi- 
ding officer  of  the  body — to  extend  tnat  road  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  Mobile,  and  to  grant  to 
the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  lands  on 
the  same  condition,  to  tne  same  extent,  and  with 
the  same  privileges  as  the  other  road,  it  did  not 
occur  to  me  that  that  lan^age  would  make  any 
grant  for  making:  a  road  \n  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, but  simply  be  confined  to  Mississippi  and 
Alabama.  At  a  subsequent  period,  my  attention 
was  called  to  the  languiige  used  in  the  amendment, 
and  I  confess  it  was  my  impression  then,  and  it  is 
yet,  that  the  language  employed  in  it  does  not  bear 
the  construction  that  the  lands  were  to  be  selected 
in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  not  only  for  a  road 
in  those  States,  but  for  one  from  the  line  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river.  That  is  still  my  impression  of  the  fair  con- 
struction of  that  language,  although  at  the  time  the 
measure  was  brought  forward,  it  had  never  occur- 
red to  ms  that  any  such  construction  could  be  put 
upon  it. 


Mr.  BELL.  That  is  the  precise  way  in  which 
I  understood  the  honorable  Senator. 

Mr.  DA  VIS.  I  was  desirous  of  saying  some- 
thing upon  this  subject,  but  I  do  not  propose  do- 
ing so  this  evening,  and  relinquish  my  purpose 
because  of  the  stale  of  my  healiii.  But  1  wish, 
before  the  vote  is  taken,  to  put  myself  in  a  posi- 
tion ao  that  I  may  not  be  hereafter  deemed  incon- 
sistent in  whatever  course  I  may  pursue  in  regard 
to  It.  1  have  seen  it  stated  that  there  are  now 
bills  before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  roads 
to  be  coiisirucied  by  a  grant  of  alternate  sections 
through  tiie  public  lands,  sufficient  in  number  and 
sufficient  in  amount  to  take  some  30,000,000 
acres  of  the  public  lands  to  satisfy  tlie  proposed 
grants.  I 

If  1  vote  for  this  bill — and  I  believe  I  have 
generally  voted  for  measures  of  this  character 
when  they  have  appeared  to  be  sanctioned  by  a 
sound  discretion  and  by  a  promise  of  usefulness — 
1  do  not  wish  that  it  shall  be  hereafter  under 
stood  thut  I  commit  myself  to  a  system  like  that; 
I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  1  bind  my- 
self by  any  obligation  to  vote  for  these  various 
measures  as  they  may  be  successively  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress;  for  when  we 
come  to  a  point  like  that,  where  thirty  millions, 
or  any  great  quantity,  be  it  greater  or  less,  of  the 
public  lands  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  bills  of  this 
character,  it  strikes  me  that'  it  is  a  proposition  of 
a  very  grave  import,  that  it  deserves  liie  very  de- 
liberate consideration  of  Congress,  and  that  it 
should  be  understood  in  all  its  bearings.  One  of 
the  objections  which  I  ofienest  hear  raised  here 
— is  the  protest  which  is  .made  in  terms  of 
fervent  expostulation  againsk  speculators.  They 
are  everywhere  denounced  in  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress, as  persons  the  most  prejudicial  and  injurious 
to  the  public  interests  with  regard  to  the  public 
lands.  Well,  what  do  we  see  occurring  here 
among  those  who  raise  this  objection  ?  One  of  the 
first  grants,  the  entering  wedge  of  this  great  sys- 
tem, is  made  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  some 
3,000,000  acres,  or  perhaps  a  little  short  of  that; 
and  now  we  are  advised,  by  gentlemen  in  their 
places  here,  that  it  is  arranged  to  pass  that  proper- 
ty out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  of  Illinois  mtOi 
tne  hands  of  a  private  company;  so  that  a  com- 
pany of  speculators,  if  you  please,  shall  become 
the  possessors  of  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Again:  it  is  deprecated, and  has  been  deprecated 
this  morning  in  very  solemn  and  apparently  anx- 
ious terms,  that  a  Slate  should  not  be  a  possessor 
of  public  lands  within  a  State;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is 
the  very  gist  of  every  one  of  these  measures  that  a 
State  snould  be  the  owner  of  the  public  lands,  and 
become  the  competitor  of  the  United  States  in  the 
sale  of  public  lands;  and  I  notice  when  a  State  is  to 
profit  by  it,  delay  of  sale  constitutes  no  objection. 
Then,  again,  we  are  really  treated  with  some  de- 
gree of  scorn  and  contempt  when  we  suggest  that 
this  is  a  benefit  to  the  States;  for  a  gentleman  has 
just  taken  his  seal  who  says  llmt  we  give  nothing 
to  the  States.  Does  not  Illinois  get  the  land — and 
land  owned  by  the  United  States  ?  And  does  not 
Illinois  propose  to  make  a  railroad  out  of  the  land  ? 
And  are  not  all  these  schemes  founded  on  the  idea 
that  money  and  funds  are  to  be  raised  out  of  the 
lands  by  which  the  enterprize  is  to  be  carried  into 
eifect?  Nobody  disputes  this;  and  is  this  nothing? 
Can  the  money  be  obtained  or  the  road  made  with- 
out the  land  ?  But  the  gentleman  assumes,  because 
he  puts  down  upon  paper  that  the  alternate  sec- 
tions reserved  to  the  United  States  shall  ilbt  be 
sold  for  less  than  $2  50  per  acre,  that  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  United  Slates  realize  just  as 
much  funds  as  if  they  had  parted  with  none  of  the 
land.  Now,  will  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  will 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  will  any  of  the  gentle- 
men who  lake  the  benefit  of  these  lands  guarantee 
to  the  United  States  $2  50  per  acre?  Will  they 
put  a  provision  in  the  bill  that  the  United  States 
shall  realize  that  sum  ?  That  is  the  precise  point 
of  difficulty  that  I  have  in  the  whole  matter. 
All  the  assumption  and  all  the  reasoning  is  found- 
ed upon  the  idea  that  the  United  Slates  are,  with 
certainty,  to  realize  |2  50  per  acre  for  these  lands. 
If  vou  go  to  past  experience,  I  think  the  matter 
will  turn  out  quite  otherwise;  that  the  United 
Suites,  when  they  have  granted  alternate  sections, 
have  realized  nothing  but  the  nUmmwn  price. 
That  is  the  result  of  my  observation  in  relation  to 
it,  and  I  confess  myseu  disappointed  in  reigard  to 


it;  for  there  was  a  time  m^hen  I  anticipated  bct< 
ter  results. 

But,  sir,  while  I  am  throwing  out  these  somg. 
lions — and  I  do  not  mean  to  continue  thefn-Tua 
willing  to  vote  for  any  of  these  enterprizes  tbat 
shall  promote  the  public  go«d,  lea vii^  each  lo 
stand  upon  its  own  merits.  But  I  am  rather 
grieved  that  gentlemen  should  rise  hereand  repodi* 
ate  the  idea  that  they  are  receiving  any  benefit  (rem 
them;  holding  out  the  idea,  while  tney  insist  oa 
having  the  Und,  that  noUiing  is  bestowed.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  false  assumption, and  to  waatk 
a  little  of  ingratitude.  I  probably  shall  pxt  mj 
vote  for  this  bill;  but  I  wish -to  say  one  word  nore 
ill  regard  to  it,  and  then  I  shall  have  done. 

There  is  one  portion  of  it,  of  which  I  approTc 
very  much;  ana  there  is  another  portion  tbat  it 
not,  to  my  mind,  so  plainly  of  public  utility.  I 
do  not  see  why  it  is  expedient  or  necessary  that 
there  should  be  a  road  to  run  parallel  with  tlie 
Mississippi  river,  unless  the  navigation  and  im- 
provements of  that  river  are  to  oe  abandond. 
Now,  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  building  of  tbii 
road  involves  that  question.  I  lake  it  that  the  Mii- 
sissippi  river  is  to  ^o  on  and  be  a  public  hi«:bvty, 
and  that  we  are  still  to  be  asked  to  make  ^Mi 
for  its  improvement.  If  we  are,  then  I  do  not  ite 
my  way  clear  to  vote  for  a  road  which  mnspv* 
allel,  or  nearly  parallel,  with  the  river.  ButstA, 
lowa  thinks  it  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  fixing 
these  roads  as  it  pleases.  If  it  had  been  cooteat 
to  tiUce  a  little  less,  to  run  its  road  from  therinr 
into  the  interior,  opening  new  sources  of  con- 
merce,  I  should  be  very  well  satisfied  with  it.  1 
do  not  know  whether  I  am  perfectly  sstisfied  a 
my  own  mind,  whether  the  objection  I  now  reiee 
is  not  such  as  ou^ht  to  induce  me  to  vote  a^iart 
the  bill;  but  I  wish  to  throw  out  these  ideas  ht- 
fore  I  vote,  tbat  I  may  not,  for  one,  be  considered 
as  committed  to  this  immense  system  in  pronpect, 
by  voting  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say.  I 
cannot  understand  these  |^entlemen  who  ar^  to 
us  that  the  alternate  sections,  which  sre  reserrcd 
to  the  United  States,  will  not  be  worth  |S  50  per 
acre,  while  at  the  same  time  tliey  turn  round  is 
their  arguments  and  charge  that  these  laiige  firuu 
to  us  for  making  railroads  are  worth  |10  peraere. 

Mr.  DA  VIS.  I  hope  the  Senator  does  not  neu 
to  intimate  that  I  seud  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    No,  sir;  I  only  say  Uwttkose 
who  act  with  him  ar^e  thus.     For  instance,  (be 
Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Dawson]  the  other 
day,  in  an  ailment  against  the  Illinois  bill,  vent 
on  to  prove  that  the  3,700,000  acres  granted  to  Il- 
linois were  worth  twenty  odd  millions  of  dollarr, 
and  he  went  on  to  prove  that  every  acre  of  had 
granted  by  that  act  of  Congress  to  the  State  to  aid 
in  making  the  road,  would  be  worth  ten  dollars  is 
consequence  of  the  making  of  the  road;  and  cAer 
summing  up  tliese  enormous^  figures  against  IDi* 
nois,  and  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  to  show  hov 
many  millions  these  three  States  nad  made  oat  of 
the  Federal  Government  by  getting  this  quanuty 
of  land,  he  turned  round  and  said  the  Qovtmtotist 
lands  aw  not  one  farthing  enhanced  in  value.  Hov 
is  it  then  ?    If  you  benefit  Illinois  twenty  odd  mil- 
lions, do  you  not  benefit  the  United  Slates  tseaty 
odd  millions  more,  by  reserving  the  alternate  sec- 
tions to  yourselves  which  are  to  be  enhanced  « 
value  by  the  construction  of  the  road?   I  think n 
you  benefit  us  that  much,  you  benefit  your^lT** 
to  the  same  extent.    I  care  not  whether  it  is  iw«* 
ty-one  millions,  or  ten  millions,  or  five  miHioii«» 
or  how  much  it  is.    You  must  admit  either  dial 
you  have  enhanced  the  value  of  the  public dMBta 
belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Sum 
by  the  grant,  or  else  that  these  lands  granted  to 
us  were  worth  but  $1  25  per  acre.    Bui  it  seems 
that  one  rule  of  computation  prevails  *^^^1^ 
count  the  advantages  of  the  State,  and  a  dlffe^ 
ent  one  prevails  when  you  compute  the  adtan- 
tagea  to  the  United  States.  My  opinion  is,  Uiatuie 
Senator  from  Georgia  made  an  over-estimate  wiwj 
he  put  them  at  $10  per  acre.    My  opinion  is.  tw* 
when  you  put  them  at  |2  50,  it  is  an  under-esth 
mate;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  fair  arpiijen|*J 
assume  that  the  one  half  reserved  to  the  Vnm 
States  is  worth  more  than  the  whole  of  the  iao» 
would  have  been  if  the  grant  had  not  hm  »««*♦ 
and  if  the  road  should  not  be  constructed.    lj"» 
is  the  view  we  take;  and  when  we  ""^  "5*  ^ 
are  giving  us  nothing,  we  do  not  mean  '■■*•. 
grant  is  not  beneficial  to  us;  but  we  awert  Uw 
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is  also  beneficial  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Is  it  any  urgument  a^inst  it,  that  it  ben- 
efits us  while  it  benefits  you  to  the  same  extent  ? 
That  is  the  only  point  on  which  we  base  this. 

One  word  about  our  transferring  theseiands  to 
a  company.  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  a  matter  of 
any  consequence  to  the  puolic,  or  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  whether  the  State  of 
Illinois  sold  these  lands  and  made  the  road  her- 
self, or  whether  she  gave  them  to  a  company  to 
make  the  road  by  disposing  of  the  lands,  provided 
that  we  comply  with  our  contract  with  tne  Grov- 
ernment — ^provided  that  we  make  the  road  within 
the  time  specified,  and  carry  the  mails  as  we  agreed 
to  do — and  provided  we  comply  with  all  the  stipu- 
lations which  you  choose  to  impose.  But  I  in- 
tend to  show  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
that  there  is  a  wide  distinction  between  our  pass- 
ing an  act  of  Congress  vesting  the  titles  of  lands 
lying  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, or  in  any  other  State,  and  ^vine^  the  title 
to  the  Illinois  Le°;i8lature,  and  allowing  that  State 
to  provide  for  the  making  of  the  road.  When 
you  ^ve  lands  to  the  States  within  which  they  lie 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road,  the  State  will 
make  such  arrangements  with  regard  to  taxation — 
with  regard  to  the  time  for  selling  the  lands — ^with 
regard  to  the  construction  of  the  road — with  re^rd 
to  preemption  rights  and  settlement — as  for  itself 
eadi  State  shall  deem  wise  and  proper  with  ref- 
erence to  its  own  interests;  but  it  Congress  here 
makes  a  grant  of  land  to  a  foreign  cofporation,  the 
State  has  no  such  power  over  that  corporation  to 
provide  these  conditions— to  provide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  its  own  citizens.  There  i»  the  great 
point  of  distinction.  The  distinction  we  have  is 
m  accordance  with  State-rights.  We  vrish  to 
reserve  to  each  of  the  States  the  power  to  protect 
its  own  interests  against  any  or  these  specula- 
tions. If  Illinois  has  made  a  bad  contract,  she 
has  only  to  blame  herself.  She  cannot  blame 
the  Federal  Grovemment.  We  are  content  with 
the  contract  which  we  have  made,  and  so  ought 
you  to  be  content,  because  you  win  find  that  we 
will  make  the  road  which  we  stipulated  to  make 
within  half  the  time  you  allowed  us  for  making^  it. 
If  we  give  you  the  road  in  five  years  instead  of  ten 
years,  as  was  stipulated,  we  tnink  it  should  not 
oe  a  matter  of  complaint  ui^ed  against  us*,  and  if 
-we  make  more  money  out  of  it  than  you  expected, 
it  ought  not  to  be  any  objection  when  you  make 
Just  as  much  as  we  do;  and  when  you,  therefore, 
tiave  been  benefited  more  than  you  expected  to  be 
w^hen  you  made  the  grant. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  aware 
of  having  expressed  any  opinion,  or  entertained 
any  sentiment  which  would  authorize  the  con- 
struction that  I  inrged  any  such  argument  as  the 
Senator  suggests  several  persons  have  urged — that 
is,  that  the  lands  grant^  to  Illinois  are  worth  |10 
ptr  acre. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  said  that  the  Senator  fh>m 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawson,!  who  was  acting  with 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  against  the  bill, 
urged  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  am  not  acting  against  the  bill. 
I  was  addressing  the  Senate  on  the  policy  gener- 
ally. I  announced  that  I  intended  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  But  I  wish  the  whole  subject  to  be  spread 
before  the  Senate.  I  wish  now  to  say,  that  I 
think  there  is  no  inconsiderable  share  of  delusion 
on  this  subject;  and  that  the  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions which  are  put  forth  in  regard  to  these  lands 
are  destined  to  be  disappointed.  That  there  is  to 
be  no  such  sum  realizea  as  was  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  is  quite  apparent,  unless 
there  is  a  change  in  the  state  of  things.  ^  All  our 
experience  leads  us  to  a  different  conclusion  from 
that  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia.  All  our 
experience  shows  us,  that  no  such  hopes  and  no 
such  expectations  have  hitherto  been  realized;  and 
that  is  what  makes  me  doubt  very  much  whether  we 
realize  even  the  $2  50  per  acre.  Perhaps  the  Sena- 
tor [Mr.  Douglas]  participates  in  the  same  doubt, 
as  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  guarantee  which  I 

Sroposed  of  |2  50  per  acre.    I  do  not  mean  to 
eny  the  proposition  which  the  Senator  statee, 
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that  runnidg  a  railroad  through  a  section  of  coun- 
try, has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  value  of  lands. 
And  if  it  were  not  a  fact  that  the  quantity  of  land 
brought  into  the  market  is  immensely  increased 
every  year;  and  if  it  were  not  that  the  territory 
exposed  to  sale  was  not  so  vastly  extended,  it 
would  have  a  very  serious  influence.  But  so  long 
as  there  is  good  land  to  be  obtained  in  any  Quan- 
tities, in  portions  of  the  country  where  it  is  desir- 
able to  settle,  at  the  minimum  price,  so  long  will 
the  price  of  land  be  kept  dovim.  There  may  be 
particular  places  and  particular  points,  having  a 
value  from  contingent  ca^ises,  that  will  command 
lar^r  prices,  But  the  general  price  of  land  for 
agricultural  purposes,  according  to  our  experience, 
does  not  justify  any  hopes  of  extravagant  prices, 
even  where  improvements  50. 

I  have  made  no  complaint  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois for  undertaking  to  make  her  railroad  through 
a  company.  I  thinK  she  is  a  little  unjust  towaras 
us,  if  she  condemns  the  United  States  for  retard- 
ing settlements  by  sales  at  the  minimum  price  for 
settlement,  and  when  the  lands  are  given  to  her, 
holds  them  up  for  higher  prices,  or  puts  them  into 
the  hands  of  private  companies,  raising  expecta- 
tions that  they,  in  time,  may  realize  more.  She 
insists  that  we  shall  encourage  settlement;  but 
takes  to  iierself  the  right  to  speculate.  She  disap- 
proves of  individual  proprietors,  if  they  are  spec- 
ulators or  corporations,  as  prejudicial  to  her  inter- 
ests, if  tkey  buy  of  the  United  States;  but  when 
they  buy  of  her,  it  is  quite  a  dififerent  matter,  and 
quite  a  wholesome  good  policy,  though  it  may  not 

gromote  settlement.  The  practice  of  the  United 
tates  to  hold  land  at  $1  25  per  acre  is  oppressive; 
while  Illinois  may  hold  it  at  twice  that,  without 
objection.  I  placinl  these  conditions  in  contrast 
with  each  other.  This  is  all  I  intended;  and  let 
the  argument  pass  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  is 
growing  late,  and  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say 
but  a  few  words  in  defense  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  DAWsoK,lwho  is  not  now  here. 
Neither  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  is  now  on 
this  floor.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Douglas]  has  not  to-day  done,  and  I  think  the 
Senator  trom  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  did  not  yes- 
terday do,  entire  justice  to  that  Senator.  I  under- 
stand his  position  to  be  this:  that,  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  companv  to  which  the  State 
of  Illinois  had  turned  over  all  her  lands,  they  ex- 

Eected  to  realize  $10  per  aore  on  the  lands  received 
y  them.  They  haa  organized  their  comaany 
upon  that  supposition,  and  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gui  took  it  as  being  a  fact,  and  therefore  thought 
It  a  fair  position  for  ai-gument  before  the  Senate. 
Is  it  not  so?  The  Senator  from  Greorgia  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  alternate  sections  may  not  ap- 
preciate ujp  to  the  amount  of  double  the  previous 
price,  when  they  were  capable  of  being  brought 
into  market  at  any  time,  and  as  soon  as  purchasers 
wanted  them;  but  he  intended  to  say  that  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  making  a  contract  by  which  she 
turned  over  these  lands  to  a  company,  to  be  held 
by  them  indefinitely,  and  without  any  limitation 
whatever,  gave  to  the  company  the  power  of  real- 
izing $10  per  acre  on  these  lands.  That  was  his 
position;  and  does  anybody  doubt  but  that  that 
position  is  true  ? 

When  the  proposition  was  made  here  the  other 
day,  that  lands  should  be  given  to  the  old  States, 
to  be  located  in  the  new  States,  did  not  my  friend 
from  Iowa  [Mr.  Dodge]  speak  of  it  in  terms  of 
indignation?  Why,  he  nearly  looked,  if  he  did 
not  entirdy  use,  the  word  "  Nullification."  I  felt 
pretty  sure  that  he  would  almost  favor  nullifica- 
tion to  prevent  it.  If  I  understood  his  views  and 
temper  on  that  subject,  he  would  ndt  allow  tlie  old 
States  to  have  a  great  mass  of  land  in  Iowa,  to  be 
controlled  by  them,  and  kept  out  of  market  just 
so  long  as  they  pleased  for  speculating  purposes. 
Yet,  what  has  the  State  of  Illinois  done?  What 
do  these  new  States  do,  which  thus  rebtrtce  with 
such  force  and  such  anger,  the  proposition  to  con- 
solidate large  masses  of  land  in  them,  beyond 
what  are  needed  by  their  settlers  ?  Illinois  has 
made  a  contract  with  a  company  to  build  the  ro^UU 


and  not  an  acre  of  land,  I  believe,  is  to  be  sold, 
until  the  road  is  made;  and  afler  the  road  is  made^ 
the  company  is  to  have  entire  control  of  the  land. 
That  1  understand  to  be  the  nature  of  the  contract 
between  the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  company  to 
which  she  has  ^^ranted  these  lands.  I  believe  I 
am  correct  in  this.  If  I  am  not,  I  should  like  to 
be  put  right. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  land  is  to  be  sold  as  the 
road  progresses.  The  land  still  belongs  to  the 
State,  and  is  only  given  to  the  company  condi- 
tionally, and  is  to  be  appropriated  gradually  for 
the  construction  of  the  road,  and  for  no  other  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  RHETT.  But  if  they  construct  the  road, 
do  they  not  get  the  land  ?  Do  they  not  get  it  as 
they  go  along,  in  sections  ?  Do  they  not  then  ap- 
propnate  the  land,  and  keep  it  as  long  as  they 
choose? 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  They  receive  the  land  as  they 
go  on  with  the  work. 

Mr.  RHETT.  But  they  get  the  land,  and  Ian 
use  it,  aod  keep  it  in  market  as  long  as  they  please. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Senator  is  mistaken  in 
one  thing.  They  are  bound  to  sell  the  land. 
They  cannot  retain  it.  There  are  terms  imposed 
on  tnem  for  the  construction  of  the  road.  The 
land  is  given  to  them  for  that  purpose.  They 
cannot  speculate  upon  it,  and  liold  it  up. 

Mr.  RHETT.  That  is  only  going  round  the 
path.  The  company  get  the  land  for  making  the 
road;  and  when  they  getit,theycanholdita8long 
as  they  please.  They  are  not  bound  to  convert  the 
land  into  money  within  any  specified  time.  That 
is  the  practical  operation  orit;  and  so  I  understood 
from  a  certain  gentleman  with  whom  I  conversed 
on  the  subject. 

Now,  what  I  wish  to  say  is  this :  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Creonia  was  based  upon 
the  fact  that  this  company  in  llunoishad  the  power 
of  holding  lands  there,  and  that  the  practical  eflfect 
of  the  arrangement  made  with  the  State  of  Illinois 
was,  that  the  company  coald  hold  these  lands  as 
long  as  it  pleased,  and  realize  from  them  what  it 
pleased.  The  company  estimated  these  lands  to 
be  worth,  to  it,  (10  per  acre;  and  on  that  supposi- 
tion the  Senator  fh>m  Georgia  came  forwara,  and 
said  that  this  company  expected  to  realize  that 
amount  according  to  its  own  statement.  And  that 
it  will  do  it,  appears  to  be  very  reasonable.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  will  be  done,  it  may  take  some 
time  to  accomplish  it,  but  it  will  eventually  be 
dode.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  in  his  view  of  it,  steers  entirely  clear  of 
the  position  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 
The  Senator  from  Cfeorgia  did  not  say  that  the 
United  States  would  not  realize  that  amount  from 
their  lands;  but  he  said  that  if  you  allowed  any 
proprietor  of  lands,  either  a  company  or  a  State, 
to  hold  them  as  lone  as  it  pleased,  it  could  appre- 
ciate them  up  to  f  10  per  acre.  That  is  all  he  did 
assert.  It  seems  to  me  tbat  there  is  no  incompat- 
ibility between  the  position  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  and  that  taken  By  the  Senator  from 
Illinois. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

On  motion^  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  16, 1859. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  LrrrLSTON  F.  Mosgak. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

The  SPEAKEIR  stated,  as  the  first  business  in 
order,  the  reception  of  reports  from  the  Commits 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  meved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended,and  Uiat  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
for  the  purpose  of  uking  up  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  ALLISON  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  whieh  previous 
notice  had  been  given. 

Mr,  HOUSTON.    I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
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from  Pennsylvania,  that  I  have  had  at  least  a 
dozen  applications  from  eentlemcn  having  similar 
requests  to  prefer  to  the  House.  The  gentleman 
knows  the  very  great  difficulty  I  have  had  in  ar- 
riving at  the  point  which  I  have  now  reached,  and 
I  hope,  therefore,  he  will  withdraw  his  request, 
and  let  us  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  lake  up  the  de6ciency 

MI.  ,     ... 

Mr.  ALLISON.    Very  weU,  sh-.    I  wiU  not 

press  my  request. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  a  similar  request 
to  make;  but,  under  tlie circumstances,  I  will  with- 
hold it. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  was  desirous  of  making  a  report 
or  two  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  but 
I  have  no  objection  to  withhold  them. 

Mr.  COBB.  1  have  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague,  if  it  is  understood  that,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  deficiency  bill  will  come  up 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  bjr  universal  consent 
agreed,  I  believe,  that  the  deficiency  bill  should  be 
tucen  up. 

Mr.  COBB.  Very  well,  sir.  Then  I  have  no 
objection  to  my  colleague's  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Houston's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Meade  in  the  chair.) 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  committee 
proceeded  to  consider  House  bill  No.  207,  **  to 
•up()ly  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  dOth  of  June, 
1852."      . 

Mr.  HILLYER  obtained  the  fioor  and  said: 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  desire  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  McMullin,]  some  weeksago,  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Cabell,] 
in  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
took  occasion  to  say  of  the  Union  party  of  (Geor- 
gia, that  it  was  composed  of  factions  of  all  parties, 
and  he  saw  proper  to  apply  to  that  honorable  and 
patriotic  association,  the  tenn  **  piebald.** 

Mr.  McMULLlN,  (interrupting.)  I  did  use 
the  word  attributed  to  me  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, but  1  used  it  under  the  excitement  of  the  mo- 
ment. I  intended  nothing  disrespectful  to  that 
party;  for  the  gentleman  is,  perhaps,  not  aware 
that  I  acted  and  cooperated  with  it  during  the  last 
Congress. 

But,  air,  with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  I  will  make  one  further  remark,  for 
I  do  not  expect  to  trespass  upon  the  House  again. 
I  did  feel  somewhat  sensitive  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Union  party 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  If 
the  House  chooses  to  permit  this  latitude  of  debate 
to  the  delay  of  the  puolic  business,  so  be  it;  but  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  make  the  point  of  order.  I  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  31st*rule. 

Mr.  McMULLlN.  1  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  whether  he  makes  his 
point  of  order  on  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  or 
on  myself? 

Mr.  BROOKS.    On  both  of  you; 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  31st  rule,  as  follows: 

**  When  any  member  ia  -about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  de- 
liver any  matter  to  the  House,  he  shall  rise  from  bis  seat, 
and  reepectrully  address  himself  to  *  Mr.  Speaker ;'  and  sball 
confine  himself  to  the  question  under  debate,  and  avoid 
personality."    - 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Now,  with  the  greatest  respect 
for  both  of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  but  from  the 
imperious  necessity  of  transacting  the  public  busi* 
ness,  1  make  this  point  of  order,  that  in  a  debate 
on  the  deficiency  bill,  it  is  not  in  or^er  to  discuss 
matters  relative  to  party. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that  the 
rule,  construed  literally,  would  preclude  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Vir- 
S'nia;  but  under  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House, 
e  Chair  cannot  now  undertake  to  rule  them  out 
of  order;  and  therefore  rules  the  gentleman  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    With  the  permission  of  the 
Chair,  I  will  remark  that  lam  well  aware  the  Chair 
has  decided  according  to  the  practiceof  the  House 
this  session;  but  during  the  last  Congress,  in  three  I 
or  four  cases,  when  it  was  imperiously  necessary  ! 


to  transact  the  public  business,  the  House  did  con- 
fine itself  Uterally  to  the  rule,  because  it  found  it 
utterly  impossible  to  debate  the  real  question  under 
consideration  if  it  did  not  so  confine  itself.  It  will 
be  impossible  hereaAer  to  debate  any  matter  of 
public  business  whatsoever,  unless  upon  some  bill 
like  this  the  House  will  confine  itself  within  its 
rules. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  question  is 
not  debatable. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  The  question  is  not  de- 
batable; but  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
wishes  to  get  the  sense  of  the  committee,  he  can 
take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  from  the 
imperious  necessity  of  transacting  the  public  busi- 
ness, to  take  an  appeal. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the 
Chair  has  decided  in  conformity  with  what  has 
latterly  been  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  it  is  not  in  order  to  debate  the 
appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land is  out  of  order  in  debating  this  question.  The 
Chair  will  state  the  question.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  raises  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Virginia  are 
out  of  order  in  debating  any  other  proposition  than 
the  deficiency  bill,  now  before  the  committee. 
The  Chair  has  decided  the  gentlemen  from  Geor- 
gia and  Virginia  to  be  in  order,  in  conformity  with 
the  practice  heretofore  observed  by  the  committee. 
From  that  decision  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
appeals,  and  the  question  now  is,  **  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
committee?** 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  the  Chair  to  the  note  to  the  secondVule,  and 
also  to  the  35th  rule.  I  think  if  the  Chair  con- 
sults those  rules,  he  will  not  decide  me  to  be  out  of 
order  in  debating  this  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair.  He  can  take 
an  appeal  from  that  decision,  if  he  desires  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  cannot  take  an  appeal,  for 
there  is  one  already  pending. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  taken  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair;  does  the  Chair  decide  that  that  appeal  is 
not  debatable?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  are 
any  cases  in  which  appeals  are  debatable,  this  is 
dcjarly  one  of  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
the  appeal  is  not  debatable.  Is  an  appeal  taken 
from  tJiat  decision  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  You  cannot  pile  appeal  on 
appeal. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  must  ask  for  tellers  on  my 
app^. 

Ttllers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Chandler 
and  Be  ALE  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  **  Shall  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee?" and  it  was  decided  in  the  afilrmative — 
ayes  79,  noes  42. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and 
the  remarks  of  'the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and 
Virginia  were  ruled  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HILLYER  resumed  his  remarks.  He  had 
no  objection  \o  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia;  but  the  same  principles  and  opinions  had 
een  avowed  by  others  with  reference  to  the  Union 
party  of  Georgia.  He  was  proud  to  say  this  day, 
on  this  floor,  that,^instead  of  being  composed  of 
factions  of  all  partTes,  from  the  mountains  to  the 
seaboard,  and  all  along  the  line,  there  is  not  in  it 
one  Abolitionist,  not  one  Free-soiler,  not  one  man 
for  a  tariff* for  protection,  and,  so  far  as  he*knew 
and  believed,  tnere  was  not  one  bank  man,  not 
one  internal  improvement  man;  but  all  within  that 
mighty  host  are  for  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  and  for  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
States. 

He  then  vindicated  the  Union  party  of  Geoi^ia, 
showing  the  causes  which  led  to  its  formation, 
which  was  from  necessity,  founded  in  patriotism, 
and  under  circumstances  beyond  their  control;  and 
towards  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  he  favored 
the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion, conceiving  that  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  are  coevil  with  those  on  which  our 
Government  is  established. 

Mr.  GIDDINGSnext  addressed  the  committee 
against  the  fugitive  slave  law,  slavery  in  the  Dis- 


trict of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  and  theeoul- 
wise  slave  trade.  Thosecwho  sustain  the  compro- 
raise,  he  maintaii>ed,  vote  to  continue  the  tkiTf 
trade;  and  as  to  a  fugitive  slave,  the  people  in  dit 
States  are  no  more  bound  to  soze  ana  deliver  his 
to  the  person  claiming  to  be  his  owner,  than  }htj 
are  to  deliver  up  a  runaway  horse  in  the  itrms. 
He  denied  the  constitutional  right  to  the  Federal 
Government  to  legislate  for  the  roaintcnaoce  of 
slavery.  The  curses,  and  blessings  if  there  W 
any,  of  it,  belong  to  the  South,  aim  with  wbick 
the  North  wish  to  have  nothins  to  do,  and  should 
not  be  required  to  sustain  the  burdens  in  coiuiM' 
tion  with  it. 

Mr.  JACKSON  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
defended  his  own  course  and  the  State-Rights  pany 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  one  of  whose  repn»efiti> 
tives,  he  said,  he  had  the  honor  to  be.  If  the]vo- 
pie  who  sent  him  to  Congress  are  disuDionistj,tke 
inference  is  that  he  had  u>rgotton  his  duty  to  hii 
country,  and  is  a  disunionist;  but  in  his  pnliiicti 
course  of  twenty  years  he  hcid  never  felt  thefint 
desire  to  see  the  Union  of  his  country  dissotred. 
Although  a  Union  man,  according  to  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  be  ntid  alwayi  bees 
a  Democrat;  and  he  would  pemritno  constitutioial 
Union  man)  or  Southern  man  to  cut  him  olTfroa 
his  connection  with  the  Democratic  party. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.) 

Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Maine,  here  obtained  tbe 
floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  ORR,  who  moved  that  the  eonunittee  riir, 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  cbaimMui  of  (^ 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the 
Union  generally  under  consideration,  and  pcirtko- 
larly  House  bill  No.  207,  and  had  come  to  no  cot- 
elusion  thereon. 

PROI>OSITION  TO  CLOSE  DEBATE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  oflfer  to  the  Howe 
a  resolution  to  terminate  debate  upon  the  bfll  whid 
has  been  under  discussion  to-day.  It  most  beeii- 
dent  to  the  House  that  all  of  the  debate  which  b 
pertinent  to  the  propositions  contained  in  tbii  btH 
must  be  had  under  tne  five-minutes  rule,  or  else  ve 
must  change  tHe  mode  of  speaking.  Not  a  word, 
not  an  allusion  has  been  made  to-day  to  the  bill 
under  consideration .  I  propose,  therefore,  a  re«- 
lution  terminating  debate  on  it  to-morrov  at  (oar 
o'clock;  and  on  Thursday  we  can  carry  on  the 
five  minutes  debate,  and  finish  up  the  sp^ng. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  intend  to  object  to  this 
resolution,  but  I  do  trust  that  upon  a  bill  of  nicb 
importance  gentlemen  of  the  House  will  aee  the 
necessity  of  its  being  debated. 

The  SPEAKER.  Gentlemen  must  be  await 
that  this  is  not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  want  to  suggest  to  sif 
friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evaks]  the  feet  that 
we  shall  have  no  debate  upon  the  meriia  of  the 
bill,  in  all  probability,  until  we  have  the  fiTe-min- 
utes  rule,  and  I  want  to  get  to  the  debate  upon  it 
in  that  way.  These  speeches  have  no  rdatwn  to 
the  bill  whatever,  or  to  its  provisions. 

Mr.  EVANS.  It  is  true,  as  the  gemleaan 
states  J  that  the  debate  here  has  been  upon  erery- 
thing  inappropriate  to  the  subject  ui^derconsiden' 
tion,  and  I  think  that  it  is  a  warning  to  the  Hoitw 
to  enforce  its  rules. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    We  have  tried  that. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  agaimt 
the  wishes  of  the  House,  and  if  it  is  the  sense  o| 
the  House  that  I  shall  not  say  anything  I  will «» 
down.  .      - 

Mr.  ORR.    I  wish  to  make  a  modificanon  of 

the  resolution. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  wiU  give  you  an  opporto- 
nity. 

The  SPEAKER.    Debate  is  not  in  ordar. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  am  proceeding  bytinanimo« 
consent,  if  not  I  will  take  my 'scat. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  If  the  g»«"^ 
is  asking  that  the  rules  be  enforced,  I  hope  bewiu 
observe  them  himself.    I  object  to  the  dwcuawon. 

Mr.  POLK.  Is  it  proper  to  aak  the  chairman  w 
the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Meaasa  <?««•"'>"  .^ 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  done  only  by  unan- 
imous corfsent.  .   t  -^  #fc. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  merely  wish  to  «;k  wmtw 
amount  of  the  deficiency  which  this  biU  p«>f»^ 
to  appropriate. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON.    It  is  about  $3,000,000. 

Mr.  POLK.  Then  I  ask  the  cliairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if  he  desires  this 
House  to  consider,  under  the  five-minutes  rule,  a 
proposition  appropriating  $3,000,000  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  reqljr  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  I  suppose  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  do  so.  If  any  legitimate  debate  Had 
been  proposed  upon  this  bill,  I  should  not  have 
asked  a  termination  of  it.  As  long  as  gentlemen 
should  legitimately  debate  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  I  would  not  propose  to  stop  it.  The  gentle- 
man talks  of  five  minutes.  That  is  the  only  legit- 
imate debate  that  I  expect  to  have,  and  I  want  as 
much  time  to  appropriate  to  five  minutes  debate  as 
possible. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  indulge 
me  a  moment. 

Mr.  STUART.    I  cannot,  and  I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  cannot  be  had,  ex- 
eept  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  POLK.    I  wish  to  ask  another  question. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  propose  to  amend,  by  striking  out 

four  o'clock,'*  and  insert  **  Saturday,  at  three 
o'clock." 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  provide  that  all  debate  not  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question,  after  to-morrow  at  two 
o'clock,  shall  be  out  of  order,     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CLEVELAND.  I  move  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

So  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 
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NOTfCE  OF  A  BtLL. 

Mr. THOMAS  M.  HOWE  fnve  notice  tliat  he  would^  on 
to-nMrmw,  or  rome  iubsequent  day, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bUlfranting  to  the  State  of  Peonsylvania  1,000,00U  acren  of 
tbe  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  constnietioD  of  the  Pittslmrg, 
Kittaiuinf,  and  Warr«n  railroad. 

PBTITIONS,  ko. 

The  following  ^etitioiig,  memorials,  fcc,  were  presented 

«nder  tiie  rule,  and  referr^  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  CURTIS:  Thejietition  of  Benjamin  BetAird,  an 

assistant  marshal  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 

fin*  extra  compensation  in  taking  the  census. 

Also,  a  petition  of  like  import  of  Wm.  Campbell,  aasist- 
•nt  marshal  of  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  AVERETT:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Henry 
eoanty,  Virginia,  against  the  extension  of  the  Woodworth 
patent  for  planing  boards,  fcc. 

By  Mr.  ASHE  :  Papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Lieu< 
tenant  Edward  Cantwell,  for  property  lost  during  the  war 
with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN :  The  memorial  of  assistant  marshals 
of  Moigan  county,  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  praying  addi- 
tional compensation  for  taking  the  census. 

Also,  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lawrence- 
bnrg,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  for  the  organization  of  companies  of  military  colonists, 
to  be  settled  in  the  western  territories  for  the  protection  of 
CbeaDbabitants  against  Indian  aggressions. 

Also^  additional  papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  James 
VT.  Carter  against  the  Post  O Ace  Department. 

By  Mr.  JENKINS:  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Utica,  New  York,  for  the  speedy  passage  of  a 
law  to  protect  American  inventors. 

By  Mr.  SCHOONMAKER :  The  petition  and  accompa- 
nying papers  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Frederick  Schopn- 
Boaker.  of  New  York,  for  tbe  payment  of  their  claim  as 
•nch  heirs  against  tbe  United  States  for  moneys  paid  and 
services  rendered  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  LANDRY :  The  memorial  of  tbe  New  Orleans 
Seamen's  Home  Association. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citisens  of  New  Orleans,  ereditora  of 
the  late  Republic  of  Texas. 

I  ^Also,  the  memorial  of  Augustus  S.  Phelps,  of  Louisiana, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Albert  G.  Phelps,  praying 
Congress  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  DOTY :  The  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wis- 
eonein  in  &vor  of  a  mail  route  fh>m  Waukesha  to  Fond  du 
L*ac. 

By  Mr.  BOWNE:  The  petition  of  Frederick  Morris, 
IfVm.  M.  Mschmore,  and  Francis  B.  Spinola,  a  committee 
OB  the  part  of  tbe  Common  Council  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
prmyipg  the  release  of  Smith  O'Brien  and  his  companions 
In  exile. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Pennsylvania :  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
aMature  of  Pennsylvania  in  relation  to  the  release  of  Smith 
O'Brien  and  bis  associates. 

Aleo,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  rec- 
ommending a  navy-yard,  dei^t,  and  dry  dock  on  the  lakes. 
By  Mr.  McMULLIN  :  The  memorial  of  John  J.  Wtnn, 
assislant  marshal  of  Albemarie  county,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, praying  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  cen- 
•as. 

By  Mr.  CHURCHWELL  :  The  petition  of  F.  M.  Pryor, 
aaai«tant  marshal  for  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  praying 
eztsa  compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi :  Tbe  petition  of  Mo- 
aette  &  Carvu,  of  Mississippi,  praying  compensation  for 
■arveying  done  by  them  for  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1S41. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana :  Tbe  Petition  of  Jared  G. 
Jaaealyat  Uailsd  Sttlsia  assistsnf  maniial  for  Floyd  eeunty , 


Indiana,  praying  extra  compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh 
Census. 

By  Mr.  TUCK :  l^e  memorial  of  Ichabod  Goodwin, 
James  N.  TarHon,  and  others,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  fovor  of  granting  aid  to  the  Cotlios's  line  of  steam- 
ships. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  New  York:  The  memorial  of  107 
citisens  of  Onondaga  and  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  plaiiin;  boards,  &c. 

By  Mr.  GOODENOW:  The  petition  of  Samuel  Odiorne 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  Rittery,  York  county,  Maine,  and 
residents  on  an  island  in  Piscataqoa  river,  praying  for  leave 
to  connect  a  bridge  from  their  iiDland  with  Navy-yard  Island, 
and  for  a  right  of  way  across  Navy-yard  Island. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mark  Dennett  and  9i  others,  in  aid 
of  the  same. 

By  Mr.  McNAIR :  Eleven  petitions  of  the  Democratic 
citisens  of  Montgomery  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff  on  iron. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isaac  Lane  and  50  others,  citizens 
of  Delaware  county,  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pmying 
the  extension  of  the  Woodworth  patent  for  planing  boards, 
k.c. 

By  Mr.  BARCOCK  :  The  petition  of  204  citizens  of  Os- 
wego, New  York,  for  a  marine  hospital  at  the  port  of 
Osw^o. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  J^arch  17,  1852. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Moeoan. 

NEW  SENATORS. 

Mr.  GWIN.    Mr.  President,  I  have  been  re- 

Juested  to  present  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
OHN  B.  Weller,  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  California. 
The  credentials  were  read. 
Mr.  McRAE.  I  ask  leave  to  present  lo  the 
Senate  the  credentials  of  the  honorable  Stephen 
Adams,  recently  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  honorable  Jefierson  Davis, 
which  has  been  for  a  short  time  humbly  filled  by 
myself.  I  presentii)^  these  credentials,  I  take  ray 
leave  of  you,  Mr.  President,  and  of  the  Senate, 
with  the  most  cordial  good  feeling  towards  all  the 
Senators,  for  the  uniform  courteisy  and  kindness 
they  have  shown  to  me,  from  the  time  I  took  my 
seat  here  until  the  present  moment. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  the  honorable 
Messrs.  Weller  and  Adams  came  forward;  and 
ihe  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered  to  tnem,  they  took  their  seats. 

LEGISLATION  OF  OREGON. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  iem.  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ate copies  of  the  Journal  and  acts  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Oregon,  of  the  second  session  thereof, 
begun  and  held  at  Oregon  Citv,  December^,  1850, 
transmitted  to  him'by  the  Secretary  of  that  Terri- 
tory, in  obedience  to  law;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territoriea. 

RELIEF  OF  AMERICANS  ABROAD. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  received  a 
memorial  from  Mr.  John  Randolph  Clay,  our 
Charge  d*JlffcArt8  at  Lima,  setting  forth  that  there 
are  numerous  American  citizens  thrown  upon  the 
ahores  of  that  country  in  very  destitute  circum- 
stances. He  states  that -the  Consul  of  the  United 
States  there  and  himself  have  exhausted  all  their 
means  in  endeavoring  to  relieve  these  unfortunate 
men.  There  is  no  provision  of  Congress  for  it. 
The  only  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  relates  to 
seamen,  and  provides  that  when  they  shall  be  in 
destitute  circumstances  abroad,  they  shall  be  re- 
lieved and  sent  home  by  the  consuls  of  the  United 
States.  The  memoriaOst  asks  that  some  provis- 
ion may  be  made  by  which  these  destitute  men  ! 
may  be  furnished  with  bread,  which  they  are  un- 
able to  obtain  in  a  foreign  land. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Tfis  memorial,  it  teema  to 
nie,  involves  a  question  somewhat  of  a  commer- 
cial character.  It  also  has  some  connection  with 
our  consular  system.  It  mi^ht,  perhaps,  appro- 
priately be  re^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; but  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  has  a  more 
intimate  connection  with  our  foreign  relations, 
and  therefore  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  Rhoda 
McRae,  praying  the  appointment  of  a  tribunal  to 
review  the  decisions  of  the  late  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  settletnent  of  claims  of  American 
citizens  against  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  SOULE.     I  am  raquasted  to  present  to 


the  Senate  the  petition  of  A.  Bo3rd,  praying  the 
reimbursement  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by 
him  in  taking  the  census  in  the  parish  of  Iberville, 
Louisiana.  In  presenting  this  petition,  I  wish  to 
say,  that  this  individual  performed  the  duty  of 
taking  the  census  .under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. The  parish  in  which  he  had  to  exercise 
his  jurisdiction  was  overflowed  by  the  Mississip- 
pi, and,  in  consequence  of  that,  he  had  to  incur 
expenses  which  were  not  contemplated  when  he 
was  appointed.  He  now  applies  to  Congress  in 
order  to  be  compensated  for  those  expenses.  I 
recommend  the  petition  to  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  I  move  that  it 
be  referred. 

It  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens  of  Savannah ,  Georgia, 
praying  that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Col- 
linses line  of  steam-ships;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Edward  Milton,  late  a  ser- 
geant in  the  Army,  praying  an  increase  of  pension* 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  ofllicers  of  the  army  stationed 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  prayine  that  the  quar- 
ters of  officers  at  the  permanent  military  posts  may 
be  furnished;  which  was  referred  to  tne  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  widow  of  John  Bal- 
ster,  who  was  killed  at  Charleston  arsenal  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire,  remonstrating  against 
the  further  extension  of  Woodworth 's  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  presented  the  petition  of 
Emily  H.  Plummer,  widow  of  Samuel  M.  Plum- 
mer,  late  an  officer  in  the  Army,  praying  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  ten  petitions  of  citizens  of  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariSOT;  and  a  petition  of* iron  workers  of  Nor- 
ristown,  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  increase  of  the 
duties  on  iron;  which  were  re^rred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Middletown,  Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating  against  the  fbrther  exten- 
sion of  Woodworth  *s  patent  for  a  planing  machine; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  present  the  memorial  of 
Lieutenant  Raphael  Semmes,  of  the  Navy,  pray- 
ing an  extra  allowance,  at  the  rate  of  j|^700  a  year, 
for  services  in  the  Coast  Survey.  In  presenting 
it,  1  think  it  proper  to  state  what  is  the  ground  of 
the  application.  A  survey  of  the  coast  between 
Appalachicola  Bay  and  the  Mississippi  river  was 
ordered  a  few  years  ago,  and  Lieutenant  Powell, 
of  the  Navy,  wA  directed  to  make  it.  Before 
Lieutenant  Powell  had  completed  the  survey,  he 
was  superseded  by  Lieutenant  Semmes,  who  com- 
pleted It.  Lieutenant  Powell  applied  to  the  De- 
partment for  the  usual  extra  allowance  as  com- 
mander of  the  expedition.  The  Department  being 
unable  to  pay  it,  for  want  of  authority,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Congress,  and  an  appropriation 
of  money  ($10,000)  was  voted  to  pay  ail  those 
extra  ana  incidental  expenses.  The  appropriation 
wiis  in  part  expended  in  the  payment  of  Lieuten- 
ant Powell  and  the  men  under  his  command. 
After  Lieutenant  Semmes  had  completed  the  sur- 
vey, he  also  made  application  upon  the  ground 
upon  which  his  predecessor  had  been  paid .  He  was 
informed  that  the  appropriation  which  was  made 
exceeded  the  amount  which  Lieutenant  Powell  and 
those  associated  with  him  had  claimed,  but  that 
the  surplus  had  been  transferred  to  anoUier  fund, 
o&lled,  I  believe,  the  surplus  fund;  and  hence  he 
could  not  be  paid,  as  a  specific  appropriation  for 
that  purpose  was  not  then  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Grovemment.  But  the  Fourth  Auditor,  who  exam- 
ined the  claim  of  Lieutenant  Semmes,  states  to 
him,  in  a  letter,  which  I  present  along  with  the 
memorial,  that  the  claim  stands  on  precisely  the 
same  principles  as  that  of  Lieutenant  Powell, 
which  has  already  been  paid;  and  that  Lieutenant 
Semmes  would  have  been  paid  but  for- the  transfer 
being  made  prior  to  the  application.  He  comes 
forward  now  and  asks  Congress  to  make  him  an 
approprialion  to  eoY«r  his  elaim,  whiek  rests  ob 
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the  same  foundation  with  the  claim  of  Lieutenant 
Powell,  which  has  already  been  paid.  I  aak  that 
the  memorial  and  the  letter  of  tlie  Fourth  Anditor 
ae«ompafivtng  it,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs. 
They  were  so  referred . 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FISH,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis B.  Stockton,  praying  the  (eturn  of  a  certain 
sum  paid  by  him,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  apiU,  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 

Office  and  Post  Iloads,  to  whicl)  wa&H-eferred  the 

petition  of  H.  N.  Denison,  praying  payment  for 

.  a  drafl,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  U>  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  extending 
the  time  for  selecting  school  lands,  reported  a  bill 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1845,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
to  carry  into  effect,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  the  existing  compacts  with  these 
States,  with  regard  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund  and 
the  school  reservations;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committse,  to  which 
were  referred  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
John  Newton, submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  tne  same  committee^  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Guthrie 
county,  Iowa,  praying  for  a  donation  of  land  for 
a  oountv  seat,  submitted  an  adverse  report;  which 
was  oraered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  were  referred  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Walter  Colton,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Walter  Colton;  which  wasr^ul 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ASSIGNABIUTY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  SHIEILDS,  from  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  make 
land  warrants  assignable, and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  that  they  have  met  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  and  aAer  full  and  free  confer- 
ence, have  agreed  to  recommend  to  tlieir  respective 
Houses,  to  strike  out  the  word  **  act,'*  where  it 
first  occurs  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  proviso 
proposed  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  the 
House,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  Imes, 
Insert aA^r  the  word  **  located,''  in  the  said  third 
line  of  said  first  proviso,  the  #ords,  according  to 
the  legal  subdwitums  of  the  public  lands,  and  in  one 
ffody.  And  with  these  amendments,  thev  recom- 
mend that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  oisagree- 
ment  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Strike  out  all  af^er  the  word  iearrantt,  in  the 
twelfth  line  of  the  second  section,  to  the  end  of  the 
section*  And  with  this  amendment,  they  recom- 
mend that  the  House  recede  from  its  amendment, 
striking  out  all  of  said  bill  after  the  first  section. 

James  Shields, 
Alpheus  Fklcb, 
Trcmak  Smith, 
Jiianifgen  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
George  W.  Jones,' 
George  Briggs, 
Graham  N.  Fitch, 
Managert  on  the  part  r/  the  Hotae, 

Mr.  S.  I  will  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  only  change  that  has  been  made 
in  the  Senate  bill  is  in  regard  to  one  principle. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  leaves 
the  bill  precisely  as  it  was  when  it  left  this  body, 
including  a  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
registers  and  receivers — ^vin^  them  the  ordinary 
compensation  for  their  services,  only  reqairing 
that  the  holder  of  the  warrant,  whether  he  is  the 
assignee  or  the  original  holder,  shall  pay  the  offi- 
cer himself.  This  oill  makes  the  warrants  very 
valuable;  and  hence  we  have  made  this  change. 
As  the  Senate  bill  originally  stood,  the  assignee 
paid  the  officers  for  locating  the  warrants;  but  if 


it  were  located  by  the  original  holder,  the  amount 
was  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasury. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  ask  leave 
to  interrupt  the  honorable  Senator.  The  Chair 
finds,  on  inquiry,  that  the  bill  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Tne  House 
must,  therefore,  first  act  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference;  and,  until  the  bill  i9  re- 
turned from  the  House,  there  can  be  no  action  of 
the  Senate  in  r^rd  to  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  If  the  vote  cannot  be  taken 
at  tliis  time  on  the  report,  I  suppose  it  will  hardly 
be  necessary  to  explain  the  amendment.  I  move 
that  the  report  be  printed,  and  that  will,  perhaps, 
save  me  the  necessity  of  making  any  explanation 
of  the  matter  when  it  comes  up  again. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  trust  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  will  now  give  an  explanation  of 
tlie  amendments. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  As  it  may  save  trouble  on 
another  occasion,  I  will  state  the  purport  now. 
The  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  left  by  the  committee 
of  conference,  gives  compensation  to  the  registers 
and  receivers,  makes  bounty  land  warrants  as- 
signable in  all  cases,  and  enables  either  the  origi- 
nal holder  or  the  assignee  to  locate  them  upon  any 
land  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  time  ot  the  lo- 
cation, and  they  themselves  pay  the  expenses.  If 
the  warrants  are  to  be  located  on  lands  where  the 
minimum  price  is  more  than  $1 25,  as  for  instance, 
ON  the  reserved  land  in  Illinois  and  other  States, 
where  the  price  is  $2  50,  the  person  who  holds  the 
warrant  can  make  the  location  by  paying  the  resi- 
due in  cash.  With  this  exception,  the  bill  is  the 
same  as  it  passed  the  Senate. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STEAM  FERRY-BOATS. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Retolwed,  Thst  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce  be  requested 
to  inquire  iniojhe  expediency  of  m>  aroendinf  an  set  eati- 
Hed  **  An  act  for  the  better  seenrity  of  the  live*  of  panen- 
gen  on  board  veiwela  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  t^ 
steam, ^'  ai«  to  exclude  steam  Iferry-boats  from  the  operation 
thereof,  so  as  to  obviate  the  injunr  and  detriment  that  have 
been  occasioned  to  the  owners  of  such  boats,  bv  including 
them  within  the  r^ulations  and  requirements  of  >iuch  linr. 
Also,  to  provide  for  the  release  of  soch  fernr-bonts  as  may 
have  been  seized  under  tbe  provisions  of  such  law,  and 
dismiss  all  legal  proceedings  instituted  against  them,  and 
repay  all  fines  and  penalties  that  may  have  been  assessed  or 
decreed  against  the  owners  of  such  boats  for  the  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  and  to  provide  that  the  law 
shall  hereafter  be  coUBtnied,  as  originally  iniepdodj  not  to 
apply  10  steam  f^rry-boats.    ~"=  ■"- 

IOWA  LAND  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in 
said  State,  was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question 
<*  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded  by  Mr.  BR0DHCAD,and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Adams,  Badger,  Bell,  Bor- 
land, Brooke,  Cass,  Clemens,  Doi^e  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge 
of  loiva,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fish,  Foot,  Oeyer,  Gwin, 
James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  King,  Mangum, 
Morion,  Rusk,  Seward,  Shields,  Smith,  8oul4,  underwood, 
Walker,  and  Weller— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Bnyard,  Bradbun',  Brodhcad, 
Chase,  Hamlin,  Mason,  Norris,  Pratt,  and  Wade— 10. 

WILLLAM  SPEIDEN. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naral  Ailairs  to  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
this  morning,  and  dispose  of,  the  bill  on  the  pn- 
vate  Calendar,  for  the  relief  of  purser  William 
Speideo.  The  reason  for  asking  it  is  this:  in  the 
belief  of  the  committee,  this  is  a  very  plain  case, 
in  which  the  rehef  desired  should  be  extended  to 
the  party.  He  has  been  ordered  to  sea,  and  ex- 
pects soon  to  leare  the  United  Sta(e8»  to  be  absent 
perhaps  several  years;  and  if  the  relief  is  to  be 
extended  to  him  -at  all,  it  ought  to  be  before  he 
goes  away.  I  move  to  take  up  that  bill;  but  if 
any  unexpected  difficulty  should  arise,  of  course 
it  can  be  laid  aside. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and 
was  considered  by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  directs  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  to  allow  to  William  Speiden  two 
and  a  half  per  c^nt.  upon  the  amount  of  military 
contributions  received  by  him,  while  acting  as 
purser  to  the  United  States  frigate  Congress,  and 
as  paymaster  and  commissary  to  the  land  forces 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  during  the  Mexican 
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war — ^to  be  in  full  compensation  for  all  ex  in  kt- 
vices,  expenses,  and  losses  sustained  by  Kim  d«- 
ring  that  period,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  act 
of  March  3,  1849,  toprovide  for  the  tctilemoi  ef 
accounts  of  pubUc  bmcers  and  others,  who  ony 
have  receivea  moneys  arising  from  miliiary  coo- 
tributions  or  otherwise  in  Mexico. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withom 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  t  thud 
reading;  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  ttot 
and  passed. 

STATUTES  AT  LARGE. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  move  to  take  un  the  jo£ 
resolution  authorizing  the  purchaae  or  ihenuni 
volume  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Statee.  I  atau^ 
yesterday  the  reasons  which  required  the  eariy 
passage  of  this  resolution;  but  I  am  desired  bja 
Senator  who  was  not  here  yesterday  to  recapio:- 
late  the  reasons  why  auction  on  this  resolutioQis 
necelsary .  It  provides  for  the  purchtte  of  tjx 
ninth  volume  or  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  lor 
distribution,  in  accordance  with  the  promoDsof 
the  act  of  August  8,  1846.  The  deatructioo  li 
the  Library  by  fire  deprived  the  members  of  tkt 
House  of  Representauves  of  the  use  of  the  rd- 
umes  of  the  laws  which  were  there.  There  ii 
need  of  this  volume  now,  for  the  accoromodatian 
of  the  committees  of  the  House;  and  this  Tolomeii 
also  needed  for  distribution,  under  the  prorisioQs 
of  that  act,  to  the  heads  of  departmenu,  and  forn^ 
Gh>vemments .  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objectiofi  to 
taking  up  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  JDiDtretoii- 
tion  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  u  b 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  coopii- 
ance  with  his  request  made  to  the  Committee  ot 
the  Judiciary,  to  purchase  of  the  publishers  of  dit 
Statutes  of  the  United  States  one  thousand  copid 
of  the  ninth  volume  of  tbe  Statutes  at  Lar^  bov 
published,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  distributed  u 
the  first  and  eighth  volumes  were  distribaled  by 
the  act  of  August  8, 1846. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  cobs 
munication  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate  la 
the  chairman  of  the  Juaiciary  Committee: 

Dbpastmbict  or  8t4TI,  ) 
W At wvarov,  January  15,18Si    S 

Bia :  f  bff  lesve,  tbrou^  yon,  nnptcdmj  tocaU  tbt  s- 
tention  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jodicisry  to  die  pfopom 
of  autborfxidif  this  Department  to  purcbafcoMibAnij 
copies  of  the  ninth  voliune  United  Stsratn  at  Lur-U 
tl«  ic  Brown's  edition— for  diitributio»in  tbe  same  sttnxr 
as  were  the  one  thousand  copies  of  the  firM  eight  xtAsa^, 
under  the  act  of  August  8, 1846. 

There  appears  to  be  a  necessity  IbrthiiporcbsM,  fro* 
the  fhct  that  the  index  to  the  Statutes  at  Lvkc,  jB<  p^ 
lisbed,  and  intrusted  by  the  Senate  to  this  DftparaneDtw 
distributibn,  embraces  the  contents  of  the  ninth  x^am, 
not  in  its  serial  or  pamphlet  fbrm,  but  as  a  complete  inda*- 
tinct  volume,  eorrespondtnf  with  those  previou!«ly  pobli^w 
by  authority  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respoctftiDjr,  vowoWj- 
cnt  servant,  DAXIEL  WEBSTEt 

To  Hon.  A.  P.  BcTLCR, 

Chairman  of  the  CommiiU*  on  the  Jniidary, 

United  StattM  Stntit. 

The  price  which  is  fixed  by  the  pubtishasef 
this  volume  is  regarded  as  a  very  ressoDsWeoWj 
considering  the  manner  in  which  it  is  ^  op  ^^ 
its  size,  l  hope  there  will  be  no  objecuoo  to  w 
passage  of  the  resolution.  . 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  «iti- 
out  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  eiign>s««i  ffs 
third  reading. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS — NON-INTERVBN- 

TION. 

Mr,  BRADBURY.  Before  proceedicf  w  ikj 
consideration  of  the  special  order  of  the  «y, " 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  affw  ^ 
the  bill  providing  indemnity  to  sufferer  by  fr^^ 
spoliations.  I  do  not  propose  to  taken  spf*^?.' 
but  I  desire  that  some  day  may  be  J»|™*^ 
when  it  may  come  up.  It  was  made  the  Fpeca 
order  for  a  day,  more  than  a  month  y<>-  i" 
Senator  from  Michigan.  [Mr.  FtLca.l  1  ^ 
stand,  desires  to  address  the  Senate  on  tt«*2^ 
I  hope  we  may  fix  on  some  day  this  ****^- 
conaideraUon;  and  I  hope  we  wifl  »«f«V*'^ 
now,  in  order  that  it  mar  be  understood  wftff«« 
bill  is  to  come  up.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pw^ 
poned  beyond  this  week,  or  at  furthest  not  beyoi« 
Monday  next.  ,        ,^  „t 

Mr.  ^CLARKE.    I  would  beg  leave  w  w^ 

whether  the  honomble  Senator  from  Mi<Wn  ^^ 
be  ready  to-morrow  to  submit  Jiis  remans  w 
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Senate?  There  is  nothing  very  special  after  the 
couaidertition  of  these  non*iRtervention  resolutions 
to-day.  Will  the  Senator  be  ready  to  speak,  if 
this  bill  shall  be  taken  up  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  FELCH.  1  waa  a  member  of  the  si 
committee  to  which  this  matter  was  referred,  and 
being  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  in  the  minority  of 
the  committee  in  my  views  on  it,  I  proposed  to 
give  the  mutter  a  full  investigation,  and  to  present 
some  viewv  to  the  Senate,  wnen  the  question  shall 
come  up  for  consideration.  I  had  commenced  an 
examination  of  that  kind.  The  papers  and  docu- 
ments referred  to  in  the  case  are  very  voluminous, 
and  it  is  a  labor  of  weeks  to  go  through  them.  I 
have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  pursue  that  examina- 
tion on  account  of  illness  during  the  last  two 
weeks.  I  shall  now,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  pursue 
it,  and  to  consent  to  the  matter  coming  up  in  a 
very  short  time.  If  the  Senator  will  permit  the 
matter  to  lie  over,  say  for  a  week,  it  will  accom- 
modate me  better  than  a  shorter  time.  If,  how- 
ever, I  should  be  able  to  conclude  my  investiga- 
tion sooner,  I  would  consent  to  its  being  taken  up 
at  an  earlier  day. 

Mr.  CLARKjE.  I  move,  then,  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  M ANQUM .  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jokes]  has  the  floor  upon  the 
special  order,  but  the  condition  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  is  such  that  it  is  impossible  that  he  can 
speak  to-day;  and  I  think  it  is  due  to  him,  as  he 
is  now,  for  the  first  time,  about  to  address  the 
Senate  at  length,  that  the  Senate  should  give  him 
a  fairer  opportimity  of  being  heard.  With  that 
view,  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  that  there  can  be  no 
sort  of  objection  to  allowing  this  matter  to  lie  over, 
to  accommodate  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee; but  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  move  that  the  special  order  be  post- 
poned untU  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator, probably ,  is 
not  aware  of  the  order  in  which  the  special  orders 
come  up.  The  Chair  will  call  them  over,  so  that 
the  Senator  may  see.  The  first  is  a  bill  to  improve 
the  navigauon  of  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  am  much  obliged 
to  the  honordble  Senator  from  North  Carolina  for 
the  suggestion  which  he  has  made  on  my  behalf. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  ev'ery  Senator  here  that  the 
room  is  uncomfortable.  But,  so  fiu*  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate,  I  am 
wUling  to  go  on  to-aay.  I  feel  that.the  Chamber 
is  uncomfortable;  yA  if  Senators  prefer  that  the 
debate  should  go  on  now,  I  am  ready,  and  I  submit 
the  question  to  the  Senate.  It  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  indifference  to  me.  If  the  Senate  wish  me 
to  proceed  now,  I  can  probably  say  what  I  have 
to  »ay,  as  well  to-day  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Although  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  expresses  entire  mdifference  as  to 
whether  he  shall  go  on  now  or  not,  I  presume  that 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  had 
some  authority  for  saying  that  the  Senatot-  from 
Tennessee  would  prefer  to  go  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  do  not  suppose  tliat  any 
gentleman  would  like  to  speak  atjeneth  to-day. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Certainly;  and  I  am  ready, 
as  I  presume  every  Senator  is  ready,  to  accord 
this  indulgence  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 
I  therefore  move  to  postpone  all  the  special  and 
general  orders  prior  to  the  bill  grantmg  the  ri^ht 
of  Way  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  a  portion 
of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph,  in  said 
State. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RAILROADS  IN  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  grantmg^ 
the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of  Missoun,  and  a' 
portion  of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construe-  L 
tion  of  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Joseph,  in 
said  State,  which  was  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  with  an  amendment  in  tlie 
shape  of  a  substitute,  which  the  committee  has 
adopted  as  a  uniform  bill  for  all  such  purposes. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GEYER,  several  verbal 


amendments  were  made  in  the  substitute;  also, 
amendments  to  make  it  conform  to  the  Iowa  land 
bill,  which  this  morning  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed.  An  amendment  was  also  made,  on  his 
motion,  by  which  two  several  bills  were  incoipo- 
rated  into  one,  so  that  this  bill  not  only  maxes 
provision  for  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, but  also  for  a  railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  that  in  the  proviso  of  thecom- 
mittee*8  amendment,  the  same  amendment  should 
be  inserted  which  was  made  to  the  Iowa  bill  yes- 
terday; and  I  iherefore  make  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  provided  that  the  right  of  way 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of 
the  line  of  said  roads,  and  a  copy  of  the  survey," 
and  insert  the  following: 

"  Protidedy  That  in  locating  the  railroads  aforesaid,  and 
aaaiKning  the  limits  to  the  easement,  no  more  lands  shall  be 
taken  from  the  United  StiUea  than  iNiecessary  for  a  conve- 
nient constructicm  and  u^e  of  said  roads  or  public  ways  .for 
transportation,  including  stations,  with  the  osnal  buildmg>4 
of  all  kinds,  turn-outs,  and  such  other  appurtenances  an  are 
usually  enjoyed  by  railroad  companies,  and  a  copy  of  the 
location.'' 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  would  suggest 

that  an  amendment  to  the  Iowa  bill  was  made  to 

insert  the  words  '*to  be  recorded,'*  at  the  end 

of  that  proviso,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  that 

**  A  copy  of  the  survey  of  said  road,  under  the  direction 
of  said  State,  shall  be  torwarded  to  the  proper  local  land 
ofllcen  respectively,  and  to  the  General  Land  Office,  at 
Washington  ci^,  within  ninety  days  after  the  compleuon 
of  the  same,  to  be  recorded." 

It  would  be  proper  to  make  that  amendment  to 
this  biU. 

The  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Before  the  bUl  is  reported 
to  the  Senate,  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  what  ntmiber  of  acres  of  land 
is  appropriated  by  this  bill,  and  what  portion  of 
the  land  will  be  found  to  be  alternate  sections  on 
each  side  of  the  road  ? 

Mr,  ATCHISON.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
makes  an  inquiry.  He  wants  to  know  the  quan- 
tity of  Uind  which  is  to  be  appropriated  by  this 
biU  for  these  railroads.  I  am  tola  that  upon  the 
Northern  Railroad — from  Hannibal  to  St.  Jo- 
seph—there cannot  be  obtained,  within  the  fifteen 
miles  of  that  read,  exceeding  one  half  million 
of  acres,  and  refuse  land  at  that.  The  road  is  to 
be  two  hundred  miles  in  length — or  one  hundred 
and  eighty  upon  a  direct  line,  though  it  is  sup- 
posed that  Mrith  the  necessary  curves  it  will  be 
about  two  hundred  miles!  As  to  the  road  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  my  colleague  can,  perhaps, 

give  ipore  information  than  I  can;  but  I  am  told 
lat  it  will  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles,  with  alternate  sections  on  each  side. 
The  Senator  can  make  the  estimate  himself.  1 
have  not  made  a  calculation  of  the  exact  number 

ofacres.  

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  would  inquire  further, 
whether  any  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
State,  by  which  this  land  is  inmiediately  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  railroad  companies  or  specu- 
lators? 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  No,  sir.  Each  of  these 
roads  has  a  charter  from  the  State  of  Missouri. 
That  State  has  appropriated  $3,000,000  to  assist 
in  the  construction  of  the  roads.  Private  stock 
upon  one  of  them,  I  am  told,  has  been  taken  to  the 
amount  of  $1,200,000,  and  upon  the  other,  from 
|600,000  to  $1,000,000.  The  State  of  Missouri, 
I  bdieve,  has  madd  no  disposition  of  the  hinds,  for 
we  have  always  considered  it  a  doubtful  matter, 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  grant  anything,  even  the  right  of  way.  She 
has  made  no  disposition  of  lands  to  be  granted,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  to  railroad  compa- 
nies, or  otherwise,  for  the  construction  of  these 
roads. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  biU 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CUMBERLAND  DAM. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rise  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  take  up  and  act  upon  a  bill,  which  I  propose 
they  shall  decide  witnout  any  argument  on  my 
part.  It  is  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cum- 
berland dam  in  the  Ohio  river.    It  was  laid  upon 
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the  table  at  a  very  eariy  period  of  the  session;  and 
I  would  just  remark,  that  if  Congress  or  the  Sto- 
ate  intend  to  appropriate  any  money  for  that  ob* 
ject,  it  is  high  tune  that  it  should  be  done,  so  Ihat 
thb  Executive  may  be  making  arrangements  to 
have  the  work  go  on  before  the  warm  season  com- 
mences. It  is  a  measure  which  has  been  discussed 
time  and  again  in  this  body,  and  I  do  not  propose 
now  to  resume  the  discussbn  upon  it.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  take  it  up,  and  give  a  silent  vote, 
one  way  or  the  other,  without  any  discussion,  un- 
less some  gentleman  is  anxious  to  be  heard  upon 
it. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  wish  to  incniire  of  the  honor* 
able  Senator  frosi  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ukderwood,] 
whether  this  bill  relates  to  an  improvement  in  the 
Ohio  river,  with  respect  to  which  there  has  been 
very  serious  disagreement  among  those  who  navi* 
gate  that  river,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  improve* 
ment,  and  what  the  location  is? 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  It  is  a  dam  which  was 
put  in  the  Ohio  river  by  the  action  of  this  Gk)V- 
emment,  just  above  Cumberland  Island,  so  as  to 
throw  the  water  into  a  chute  next  to  Smithville. 
It  is  now  in  such  a  situation  that  it  must  be  either 
removed  or  repaired. 

Mr.  CH  ASfE.  There  is  a  very  great  diversity 
of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  that  re- 
pair, as  I  know  very  well  from  conversation  with 
persons  engaged  in  navigation  upon  that  river. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  on  taking 
up  the  bill. 

'  Mr.  CHASE.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  taken  up 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Why  not  take  it  up, 
and  let  the  gentleman  assign  hm  reasons  for  op- 
posinfi"  the  bill  now  ?  We  can  as  well  appropriate 
this  afternoon  to  that  object,  as  an^r  other.  This 
is  a  mfttter  of  pressing  importance  if  anything  is 
to  be  done  at  all.  If  we  ao  anything,  now  is  the 
time  to  ,do  it,  because  the  season  is  coming  on 
when  everything  should  be  ready  for  the  work. 
If  you  postpone  the  matter  till  June  or  July,  the 
best  part  or  the  season  will  have  passed  away  be- 
fore anything  can  be  done.  It  isa  matfer  of  some 
urgency  that  we  should  acfupon  it  now. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  should  nave  no  objection  to 
taking  up  the  bill^now,  but  that  we  all  came  here 
this  morning  expectius  that  a  diilerent  subject 
would  be  taken  up,  and  supposing  the  usual  tmie 
of  the  Senate  would  be  occupied  by  anodier  ques- 
tion. I  wish  fer  a  little  time  to  look  at  the  reports 
that  have  been  made  concerning  this  subject.  I 
am  not  certain  that  I  shall  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  but  I  wish  for  an  opportunity  or  informing 
myself  iiu)re  fully  with  r^ard  to  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Very  well,  then,  let  it 
pass.    1  withdraw  my  motion. 

RAILROADS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  As  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  other  business  pressii^g  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  I  ^i^  ask  that  we  take  up  the  bill 
granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the 
same  purpose  as  those  cranted  in  the  bill  which 
passed  for  the  State  of  Missouri  to-day,  and  that 
which  passed  for  the  Stale  of  Iowa  yesterday  It 
is  a  bill  of  precisely  the  same  chamcter,  resting  on 
precisely  the  same  principles,  and  I  think  it  might 
be  acted  upon  to-day  as  well  as  at  any  other  time. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
accordingly  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the  right  of  way  and  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  th&  Arkansas  Central  Railroad,  from  a 
point  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
opposite  the  town  of  Meinphis,  Tennessee,  by  the 
way  of  Little  Rock,  to  a  point  on  Red  river,  on 
the  border  of  Texas. 

Thep  Committee  on  Public  Lands  had  reported 
the  ori^nal  bill,  with  the  model  substitute,  as  in 
other  «imilar  cases. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Borland,  the  bill  was 
amended  to  make  it  conform  to  the  bills  as  amended 
^ranting  land  for  like  purposes  to  the  States  of 
Iowa  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  BRADBURY .  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  the  same  question,  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  which  I  asked  in  relation  to  the  Missouri 
bill;  namely,  what  number  of  acres  of  land  this 
bill  proposes  to  appropriate?  And,  in  the  same 
connection,  I  would  like  to  have  the  Senator  inform 
the  Senate,  how  many  millions  ofacres  of  land  were 
granted  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  last  session  ? 
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Mr.  BORLAND.  I  have  not  made  any  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  acres  granted  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas  by  this  bill.  The  road  runs  from  the 
Mississippi  river,  through  the  centre  of  the  State, 
to  the  western  frontier.  The  State  is  about  three 
hundred  miles  in  width,  from  east  to  west.  The 
grant  applies  to  land  for  six  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  road,  giving  the  alternate  sections.  The  esti- 
mate 1  have  not  made;  it  is  not  material  that  it 
should  be  made.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary, 
and  therefore  I  have  not  sat  down  to  make  the  cal- 
culation. I  would  say  that  along  the  line  of  the 
road  a  large  portion  of  the  land  is  in  the  hands  of 
proorietors,  so  that  perhaps  not  more  than  half 
will  be  given  along  the  line  of  the  road  within  the 
six  miles. 

With  regard  to  ihe  question  as  to  the  amount 
of  swamp  land  granted  to  Arkansas,  I  will  say, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  the  amount,  because 
the  selections  have  not  been  made.  But  even  if 
they  were  made,  and  amounted  to  millions,  I 
would  say,  that  they  are  not  worth  anything  at 
all,  until  the  State  has  expended  all  that  she  can 
ever  receive  for  them,  in  converting  them  into 
good  land. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
were  concurred  in.  It  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

RAILBOAD  IN  ALABAMA. 

The  Senate,aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  granting  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  way,  and  a  do- 
nation of  public  knd,  for  making  a  railroad  from 
Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river. 

This  bill  was  of  the  same  character  as  the  bills 
making  grants  of  land  for  similar  purposes,,  in  the 
States  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  ArKansas,  and 
tlie  several  amendments  adopted  in  regard  to  these 
bills,  were  incorporated  in  this  bill.  It  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  the  several  amendments  were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

NAVAL  HOSPITAL  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  ask  the  Sehate  to  take  up  a 
Joint  resolution,  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
rf  Bval  Affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  it 
at  this  time.  It  is  a  joint  resolution,  authorisin£[ 
the  straightening  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  navtJ 
hospital  at  New  York.  We  passed  a  resolution 
some  time  ago;  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  some 
difficulty  arose,  which  renders  this  resolution  ne> 
cessary.  I  move  to  postpone  the  previous  orders 
to  take  it  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution 
was  considered  by  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  was  read.  It  proposes  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  carry  into  rull^^ectan  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  coterminous  proprietors, 
whereby  a  certain  part  of  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  Iftods  of  the  naval  hospital  at  New  York  is 
straightenejl,  as  will  appear  by  reference  t*  a  map, 
signed  by  the  said  proprietors  and  the  commission- 
ers for  runninff  the  said  line  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1848,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  on  the  18ih  of  December,  in  the  same  year, 
so  that  without  any  pecuniary  consideration  from 
the  one  to  the  other,  the  slips  of  land  on  the  south 
and  west  sides  of  said  line  according  to  said  plan 
shall  become  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
so  much  on  the  other  side  as  now  belongs  to  the 
United  States,  shall  become  the  property  of  the 
abutting  proprietors  respectively. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  would  like  to  hear  an 
explanation  from  some  gentleman  who  is  on  the 
committee  which  report^  this  bill,  as  to  whether 
it  is  to  involve  any  considerable  expenditure  in 
the  purchase  of  lands. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine 
bad  listened  to  the  resolution  when  read,  he  would 
have  learned  that  it  does  not  involve  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  single  sixpence.  The  boundary  is  irreg- 
ular, and  the  object  is  to  make  a  straight  line,  and 
to  make  an  exchange  of  small  slips  of  land. 

No  amendment  being  oflered,  tne  resolution  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

SBLEpTION  OF  LANDS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

,   Mr.  WALKER.    Veiy  early  in  the  session  I 
mtroduced  a  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Wiscon- 


sin to  select  the  residue  of  the  lands  to  which  that 
State  is  entitled,  under  the  act  of  the  8th  August, 
1646,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers.  I  desire  that  it  may  be  taken 
up.  I  would  not  now  make  the  motion  but  that 
our  L^slature  is  in  session,  and  if  the  bill  is 
passed  it  will  be  necessary  that  it  should  be  passed 
soon,  in  order  to  enable  the  Legislature  to  take 
some  action  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 
It  is  just  such  a  bill  as  has  been  passed  for  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  I  hope  there  is  not  to  be  any 
distinction  made  between  the  two  States. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  bUl  is  reported  with 
an  amendment.  The  committee  propose  to  strike 
out  these  words: 

*<  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Wisconiin  shall  be, 
and  be  is  hereby  authorized  to  select  tlie  balance  of  t)i« 
land  to  which  the  State  is  entitled  under  the  provisions  of 
tlie  act  of  8ih  of  Auirust,  1846,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  out  of  any  of  tlie  unsold  and 
unappropriated  lands  in  the  State.'' 

And  to  substitute  these  words; 

<*  That  the  Go\'emor  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  shall  be. 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  select,  out  of  any  unM>ld  ana 
unappropriated  lands  in  that  State,  the  balance  of  the  land 
to  whicli  that  State  is  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  8th  August,  1846,  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of 
land,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers,  which  could  not  be  assigned  to  the  State  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  in  eonsequpnce  of  the  same  baVing 
been  previously  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of.  ** 

Mr.  BADQER.  There  is  a  slight  verbal  amend- 
ment which  I  would  suggest;  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  word  **  balance,"  and  insert  the  word 
••residue^*' 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL  AT  PORTLAND. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  move  that  the  Senate  take 
up  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  marine  hospital  at  Portland,  Maine.  I 
think  it  is  a  bill  which  will  commend  itself  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate.  It  will 
stand  on  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  That  bill  asks  for  an  appro- 
priation for  building  or  continuing^  a  marine  nos- 
pital.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  whether  there  is  any  reason  why  a  differ- 
ent course  should  be  pursued  in  regard  to  that  bill 
than  is  pursued  in  regard  to  appropriations  for 
other  purposes  ?  I  know  that  heretofore  appro- 
priations for  marine  hospitals  have  been  included 
m  the  general  appropriation  bills,  and  I  recollect 
that  on  one  occasion  a  long  discussion  pccurred  on 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  similar  appropriation  from 
the  general  appropriation  bill.  Now,  I  wish  to 
know  the  reason  why  a  difference  should  be  made 
in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  stated  that  I  was  will- 
ing to  let  this  bill  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  and 
not  to  have  it  depending  on  thegeneral  appropri- 
ation bill  to  brin^  it  through.  The  only  difference 
that  I  know  of  is,  that  f  propose  to  bring  it  up 
and  pass  it  in  a  bill  by  itself;  and  I  do  not  know 
why  it  should  not  commend  itself  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate,  because  I  am  willing  to  trust 
it  to  its  own  merits.  The  other  course  named  by 
the  Senator  was  irregular.  This  is  the  correct  and 
parliamentary  course. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  can  suggest  another  reason, 
in  addition  to  that  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  why  it  is  proper  that  this  bill  should  be 
acted  upon  now.  I  doubt  whether  the  motion 
could  be  made  to  insert  this  bill  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  unless  the  sense  of  the  Senate  had 
oeen  taken  upon  it,  under  the  restrictive  rule  which 
we  adopted  last  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  previous  orders  to  take  up  the  bill, 
and  It  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  purchase 
a  puitable  site  in  Portland,  in  the  State  or  Maine, 
or  in  such  place  in  the  immediate  vicinity  thereof 
as  he  shall  deem  proper,  and  to  cause  to  be  erect- 
ed thereon,  under  his  direction,  a  marine  hospital 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen;  ana  for 
that  purpose  the  sum  of  |30,000  is  appropriated. 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  would  ask  for  the  rcsdiof 
of  the  report  which  accompanies  the  bill,  buttbat 
I  think  I  can  state  the  facts  more  saccinctlj  thaa 
they  are  set  forth  in  that  report,  and  what  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Senate.  There  has  never  beci 
a  marine  hospital  north  of  Boston,  though  vi 
have  a  distance  of  coast  of  five  hundred  muea  be* 
tween  Boston  and  the  Province  of  New  Bninswick. 
There  are  in  the  State  of  Maine  near  forty  thoo- 
sand  seamen  who  at  different  times  foUow  the  set 
for  a  living.  We  contribute  to  the  seamen 'sM 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10,000  iiuib* 
ally.  The  severities  of  our  climate  and  the  lu^ 
number  of  our  seamen,  are  the  facts  upon  whick 
that  report  was  based,  and  I  think  I  nted  not  uj 
anything  more.  I  have  the  facts  before  me  fort 
full  explanation,  but  I  will  stop  unless  some  Sen- 
ator shall  desire  a  further  statement. 

Mr.  BADGER.    That  is  c^uite  enough. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Lest  it  may  be  supposed 
that  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ia 
consequence  of  the  inquiry  I  nuide,  I  rise  to  nj 
that  I  cordially  approve  of  it,  and  only  wished  to 
know  whether  there  was  any  difference  between 
this  bill  and  those  which  have  formerly  been  ptittd 
on  this  subject.  Among  the  first  things  whick 
I  did  when  I  came  here,  was  to  ask  for  an  apprv* 
priation  for  the  erectien  of  a  similar  hospiuJ  mmj 
own  State.  I  then  went  into  an  estimate  of  tbe 
amount  which  was  held  by  the  Government  of  the 
vast  sums  of  money  taken  from  seamen,  which  1 
held  ought  to  be  appropriated  liberally  forthii  aod 
similar  purposes. 

The  senator  from  Maine  says  there  are  near 
forty  thousand  seamen  in  Maine.  I  say,  theD,tb«t 
I  think  they  are  entitled  to  $100,000  a  year;  (at 
they  each  pay  $2  40  a  year  into  the  Treasury,  oot 
by  a  tax,  but  it  is  paid  out  of  their  wages,  beio^ 
twenty  cents  per  month.  And  it  is  no  nuitcr 
what  kind  of  a  vessel  or  craft  they  go  upon,  even 
if  it  is  a  raft,  each  man  so  employed  has  dedocud 
from  his  wages  ^  40  a  year,  so  that  these  fortf 
thousand  seamen  in  Maine  are  entitled  to  f  100,060 
per  annum. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  1  did  not  understand  the  in- 
quiry  made  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  u 
being  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  opposition,  aod  if. 
from  the  manner  in  which  I  replied  to  bin,  be 
supposed  that  I  did,  he  is  entirely  miataken.  The 
Senator  from  Arkansas  will  recollect  that  all  per* 
sons  in  Maine  who  are  seamen,  do  not  follow  the 
sea  all  the  time,  or  at  the  same  time;  perbapi 
not  onelialf.  Besides,  the  amount  of  money  ceo* 
tributed  by  the  seamen  of  Maine,  is  paid  mostly 
in  other  States.  The  seaman  is  entitled  to  relief 
wherever  he  may  be.  For  that  purpoae  tbeee 
.  hospitals  are  erected  all  over  the  counU7,  which 
are  diesigned  to  furnish  that  very  relief    ' 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
|30,000  is  for  the  purchase  of  grounds,  or  vbeibff 
this  is  the  commencement  of  an  operation  which 
is  to  be  ceuried  out  by  further  appropriatioM?  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  there  is  to  be  aoy 
limit  to  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  wiH  pertainly  requirefimhef 
appropriations. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  bin,  Mr.  President,  h- 
no  limitation,  nor  do  I  think  it  should  have  tsj- 
It  may  be  that  |30,000  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
complete  the  whole  work,  but  it  is  hardiv  adw 
ble  to  restrict  it  to  that  sum,  for  we  '"^  Jf 
have  but  one  sinele  marine  hospital  north  w  ***■ 
ton,  and  it  should  be  made  to  atcoramodaie  a  larg« 
number  of  persons.  Let  the  matter  be  subject  to 
the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  there  be  any  doubt  aboot 
the  sum,  you  had  better  make  it  |50.000  initttd 

off30,000.  ^^^ 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    No,  no;letitgoatf3(^0(». 

Mr. STOCKTON.    I  move  to  am^nd  thebiu 
by  striking  out  "  thirty"  and  inserting  "fl«7» 
so  as  to  make  the  sum  ^50,000.  . 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  If  the  Senator  (rom  New  J«J| 
sey  wiU  allow  me,  I  wiU  ask  him  to  ^^7 
that  amendment.  I  know  the  feelinga  wbko 
prompt  him  to  offer  it;  but  the  Deparoneni  wj 
suggested  that  i30,000  should  be  app'^H'"l!f 
I  ffink  it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  ^^  ^ 
Let  a  further  sum  be  appropriated  hereafter  ▼»»' 
necessary  l 

Mr.  STOCKTON.    Wdl, weH;  I withdnwth9 

amendment.  , ^^  ^ 

Mr.  BELL.    I  do  not  rise  for  the  pH*^ 
opposing  this  bin,  but  I  BhouM  like  to  knor  Bw» 
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my  honorable  friend  from  Maine,  why  this  bill  is 
brought  in  as  a  separate  measure?  Heretofore, 
when  we  have  established  marine  hospitals,  the 
Appropriations  for  them  have  been  required  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
Now,  I  do  not  ask  this  from  mere  idle  curiosity 
to  know  the  history  of  this  bill,  but  because  I  feel 
myself  charged  here  to  do  so.  There  is  a  strong 
Decessitv  for  something  being  done  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  which  I  represent  on  this  floor — 
something  for  the  waters  or  the  Mississippi.  I 
think  we  should  have  a  marine  hospital  there, 
where  there  is  not  unfrequently  a  great  deal  of 
■uflering,  and  particularly  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  wnen  the  cholera  was  prevaienL  If 
^ntlemeo  have  not  attended  to  the  statements  made 
in  the  public  prints  in  regard  to  the  suffering  which 
lias  been  endured  on  these  waters,  they  can  have 
no  idea  of  them,  much  of  which  suffering,  how- 
ever, might  be  alleviated  by  the  establishment  of 
marine  hospitals.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  bill 
IS  a  very  proper  one;  but  I  want  to  learn  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  whether 
there  are  not  to  be  othebbilts,  general  bills,  for  the 
support  of  hospitals,  and  whether  they  propose 
the  establishment  of  any  new  hospitals  in  that 
general  bilL  I  merely  ask  this  question  for  inform- 
ation, not  that  I  wish  to  obstruct  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  but  to  know  why  this  measure  is  to  be 
passed  now,  contrary  to  the  custom  which  has 
veen  adopted  heretofore. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  is  now  pending  in  the 
House — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  that 
body — as  we  see  by  its  proceedings,  a  measure 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  There 
is  anauatly  made,  in  the  appropriation  bills,  an 
appropriation  of  a  sum  certain  for  that  purpose, 
over  (ind  above  the  sum  which  arises  from  the 
payment  of  twenty  cents  per  month  from  the  sea- 
men *8  wsjges.  This  bill  nas  nothing  to  do  with 
that.  It  is  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital,  not 
one  makinj^an  appropriation  for  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  otherwise  than  erecting  for  them  in  Maine, 
where  there  is  no  hospital,  a  seamen's  home.  The 
subject-matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  they  have  reported  the  bill.  There 
was  also  a  memorial  referred  to  that  committee,  for 
another  hospital  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  On 
that  they  have  reported,  or  directed  the  Senator 
fi^om  Louisiana  [Mr.  Soule]  to  report,  a  bill. 
We  have  not  sought  to  incumber  the  one  bill  by 
Uie  other.  While  it  is  true,  as  I  have  stated,  that 
many  of  our  hospitals  have  been  erected  by  at- 
taching a  specific  appropriation  to  our  appropria- 
tion bills,  still,  I  think  it  is  no  objection  to  this  bill 
that  we  seek  for  its  passage  in  the  ordinary  way 
of  doing  legislative  business,  trusting  to  its  own 
intrinsic  merits  for  a  favorable  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  suggested  to  my  friend  from 
Maine,  that  there  was  a  separate  reason  why  this 
bill  should  receive  the  support  of  the  Senate.  If 
gentlemen  will  attend  to  tne  alteration  which  was 
made,  at  the  last  Congress,  in  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  in  respect  to  the  general  appropriation 
bins,  they  will  see  the  extreme  importance  of  its 
beUig  passed;  for  if  a  seneral  appropriation  bill 
should  come  here,  and  tne  Senate  should  not  have 
passed  this  bill,  or  a  resolution  declaring  the  pro- 
priety of  ^t,  this  appropriation  could  not  be  moved 
as  an  amendment  to  it.  The  30th  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  as  follows: 

**  No  amendment,  proposing  an  additional  appropriation, 
•ball  be  received  to  any  general  appropriation  tHIl,  unleea 
it  be  made  to  cany  out  the  proviiiona  ofaome  eilstinc  lavr, 
or  aome  act,  or  reaolutioa,  previoualy  paased  by  the  Senate 


Mr.  BADGER.  I  shall  be  extremely  dad  to 
have  some  day  named  when  we  can  consider  this 
bill ;  but  I  must  say  to  the  Senator,  that  the  bill 
which  has  been  reported  from  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee for  the  establishment  of  a  dry  dock  and  navy- 
yard  in  California,  we  of  the  Naval  Committee 
think  is  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
before  the  bill  to  which  he  alludes.  AAer  that 
shall  have  been  diiposed  of,  I  shall  join  with  him 
to  take  up  his  bill. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  vrill  name  Wednesday 
for  the  consideration  of  the  French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Gwin]  says  he  has  no  objection  to 
agreeing  to  tliat  day. 

Mr.  BADGEIR.  If  he  has  no  objection  to  it,  I 
have  not. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  If  it  is  the  common  under- 
standing that  the  bill  will  be  taken  up  on  that  day, 
I  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  GWIN.  On  Monday  we  can  take  up  the 
T-alendar,  and  the  bill  to  which  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  alludes  stands  first  upon  it.  If 
we  do  so,  as  I  hope  we  shall,  of  course  that  bill 
will  come  up  first  for  consideration. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  action 
upon  the  French  spoliation  bill;  but  if  the  Senate 
will  set  apart  Monday  of  the  week  after  next  for 
its  consideration,  it  will  suit  me  much  better  than 
any  other  time.  I  am  sure  there  are  other  bills 
which  will  require  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and 
occupy  their  whole  time,  until  that  day.  I  there- 
fore suggest  Monday  of  the  week  afler  next. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  When  the  subject  was  be- 
fore the  select  committee,  the  making  of  the  report 
was  delayed  some  time  for  the  accommodation  of 
my  friend  from  Micliigan.  The  publication  of  the 
report  was  then  delayed.  At  the  time  for  calline 
it  up  for  consideration,  it  was  again  postponeo 
until  February  16th,  at  the  Senator's  rcnquest.  It 
has  already  been  postponed  some  two  or  three 
times.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  consent 
to  have  it  considered  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  motion  before 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


dortng  that  session,"  lie. 

Now,  if  the  Senate  pass  this  law,  although  it 
•houM  not  be  I'eached  in  the  House,  it  will  then 
be  competent  to  move  this  appropriation  in  the 
general  appropriation  bills. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS.' 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  Before  the  Senate  adjourns, 
I  desire  to  come  to  an  understanding  as  to  when 
the  French  spoliation  bill  shall  be  considered.  If 
some  day  next  week — Monday, Tuesday,  or  Wed- 
oesday — can  be  designated,  and  we  can  have  an 
understanding  upon  the  subject,  I  intend  not  to 
pre^s  the  Senate  to  consider  it  before  that  time.  I 
hope  some  day  will  be  named  when,  by  common 
conasnt,  wb  can  take  it  ttp. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  17,  1862.     - 
The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer  by 
the  ^ev.  Littleton  F.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

Mr.  PEASLEE.  There  are,  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  your  table,  a  number  of  communications  from 
the  Executive  deoartments,  which  it  is  important 
should  be  referred  to  some  of  the  committees.  I 
hope  tlie  House  will  unanimously  consent  that 
they  shall  be  taken  up  and  referred;  it  will  occupy 
a  few  moments. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  HouiTONj  on  yesterday,  to  close  de- 
bate upon  the  deficiency  bill.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  asks  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  submit  a  motion  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table,  so  far  as  communications  from  the  Depart- 
ments are  concerned. 

ASSIGN  A  BIUTT  OP  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  whenever  it  is 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  receive  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  upon  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the  bill  providing 
for  the  assignability  of  land  warrants,  they  are 
ready  to  report. 

Members.     Let  us  have  it  now. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  apprehend  that  the  report 
of  the  conference  committee,  when  made,  will 
create  considerable  debate,  and  I  therefore  Teel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  object,  if  that  objection  will  pre- 
vent its  reception  at  present. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
the  Chair,  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Peailbb]  submits  a  motion  that,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  the  communica- 
tions from  Departments  upon  ihi  Speaker's  table 
be  taken  up,  read,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittees. 


Mr.  PEASLEE.  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  let 
that  be  done,  as  it  wiU  occasion  no  debate.  They 
have  been  on  the  Speaker *8  table  for  a  long  tine. 

Mr,  POLK  objected. 

The  SPEAKER,  The  gentJemaii  (fom  Ten- 
nessee asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  die  House 
to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, on  the  bill  making  bounty  land  warrants 
assienable. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  will  merely  remark  that  there 
is  at  least  as  much  interest  felt  in  the  country,  by 
that  class  of  people  who  have  received -but  little  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Government,  in  regard  to  the 
land  warrant  assignment  bill,  as  in  the  deficiencjr 
bill.  It  will  take,  I  apprehend,  but  a  short  time 
to  dispose  of  the  report  of  the  conferees. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  feel  as  much  interest  in  tb« 
enactment  of  a  law  to  make  land  warrants  assign- 
able as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  any 
other  gentleman  upon  this  floor.  I  have  given 
my  votes  all  through,  without  any  consumption 
of  time  to  attain  that  result.  If  I  understand  the 
condition  of  the  report  of  the  conference  commit- 
tee, it  will  consume  much  time  in  debate,  unless 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  after  he  has  sub- 
mitted the  report,  calls  for  the  previous  question 
upon  it.  If  he  will  do  that,  so  that  the  House 
may  be  brought  directly  to  a  vote,  I  will  not  inter- 
pose any  objection. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  cannot  make  that  promise,  be- 
cause I  shall  have  to  ^plain  the  report,  and  others 
may  wish  to  say  something;  and  I  could  not  be 
expected  to  move  the  previous  ouestion.  The 
gentleman,  or  some  one  else,  can  obtain  the  floor, 
and  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  object  to  the  introduction  of 
the  report,  unless  the  gentleman  calls  for  the  pre- 
vious question  after  its  submission. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  cannot  promise  to  do  that,  if  it 
is  not  passed  from  this  to  tne  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  make  his  explanation,  and  then  move 
the  previous  question,  I  do  not  think  it  will  bt  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  STANLY.    To  that  I  wUl  not  object. 

Mr.  JONES.  If  there  be  no  objection,  then  I 
will  do  so. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
It  is,  whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  having  been  made  at 
a  late  hour  of  the  day  yesterday,  comes  up  under 
the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  privileged  question; 
and  comes  up  as  the  unfinished  busmess  of  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man, and  all  others,  to  let  that  pass  until  the 
morning  hour  haa  transpired,  and  to  allow  com- 
mittees to  make  reports,  and  permit  the  business 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  to  be  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred; then  the  House  can  proceed  to  the  business 
proposed  by  thcffenlleman  from  Alabama. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  again  inquires 
whether  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Joker]  is  objected  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  will  not  object,  under  the 
arrangement  that  the  gentleman  shall  move  the 
previous  question  after  its  report  shall  have  been 
explained. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.    I  objecu 

QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

Mr.  JONES.  1  wish  to  submit  a  question  of 
order.  At  what  time  is  it  in  order  for  a  committee 
of  conference  to  report?  There  is  nothing  in  the 
rules  which  specifies  the  time;  there  is  nothing  in 
parliamentary  practice  which  prescribes  the  time; 
but  I  have  no  recollection,  on  any  occasion,  of  a 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference  having  been 
excluded  by  an  objection.  It  seems  to  me,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  that  it  must  be  at  all  times 
in  order, -because  it  is  business  nearest  to  perfec- 
tion, and  business  upon  which  both  Houses  are 
engaged  at  the  same  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  recollect 
of  any  instance  where  objection  was  made  to  the 
introduction  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference; and  there  is  no  rule  giving dthe  report  of 
such  a  committee  preference  over  the  report  of 
any  other  committee. 

Mr.  JONES.  There  is  no  time  specified ;  when 
will  it  be  in  order,  then,  for  them  to  make  a  re- 
port?   I  think  that  they  can  report  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  report  will  be  m  order. 
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when  reports  from  committees  are  called  for.  The 
recollecuon  of  the  Chair  is,  that  the  practice  of 
the  House  will  show  that  reports  of  committees 
of  conferences  hare  never  been  objected  to,  but 
have  been  made  at  any  time  during  the  sittings. 

Mr.  JONES.  As  there  seems  to  be  no  settled 
practice,  and  no  time  specified,  when  a  committee 
of  conference  can  report,  I  will,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  question  one  way  or  the  other, 
take  an  appeal  to  the  decision  of  tne  Chair.  The 
House  can  thus  decide  whether  it  is  in  order  for 
tKem  to  report  whenever  they  are  ready,  or  not. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  do  not  understand  the  Chair 
as  deciding  that  ouestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  decide,  being 
called  upon  to  do  so,  that  the  business  first  in  order, 
is  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, to  close  the  debate  upon  the  deficienc)r  bill. 
That  is  the  opinion  of  the  CRair.  From  this  de- 
cision an  appeal  is  taken. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  trust  that  the  gentleman 
who  objected  to  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  will  let  it  be  disposed 
of  this  morning,  in  the  way  suggested,- to  save 
time;  and  that  bills,  which  have  been  a  long  time 
before  the  House,  may  be  disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  to 
the  House  that,  but  for  the  pendency  of  the  ques- 
tion submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
the  Chair  would  oe  strongly  inclined  to  decide,  (as 
the  practice,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  has  been 
that  way,)  that  it  would  be  in  order  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  to  report  at  any  time.  The 
Chair,  however,  is  fVee  to  confess  that  he  knows 
of  no  rule  that  would  guide  him  in  this  matter; 
nor  has  he  recollection  of  a  case,  durine  his  ser- 
vices here,  where  objection  was  made  to  tne  report 
of  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  will  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  that  he  withdraw  his  resolution  for 
the  closing  of  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill,  and 
let  us  dispose  of  this  report.  He  can  move  his 
resolution  again  at  any  time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  dislike  to  do  that,  but  with 
the  hope  that  I  will  be  able  to  get  the  fioor  aniin 
to  move  it,  I  will  withdraw  my  resolution  and  al- 
low the  course  suggested  to  be  pursued. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  CONFEREES. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Under  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  I  then  submit  the  following  re- 
port from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  with  regard  to 
the  land  warrant  assignment  bill: 

The  manai^era  on  tbe  part  of  Uie  House  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  between  the  two  HoaieM  on  Senate  bill  No.  146, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  make  land  warrants  assiniable  and  Ibr 
other  purpoMfl."  have  met  the  inanafens  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate<and,  after  Aill  and  frte  conference,  have  vpreed  to 
reeoaimend  to  their  renpectlve  Houses  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  act"  where  it  fint  occurs  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  pro- 
viso proposed  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  the  House, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  laws ;"  in«ert  after  the 
word  "ocated"  in  the  said  third  line  of  said  fliatprovisothe  \ 
words  "  laccording  to  the  legal  subdivition  of  the  public 
lands  and  in  one  hody  ;"  and  with  these  amendments  they 
recommend  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  tbe  House  to  the  first  section  of  the 
bill. 

Strike  out  aU  after  the  word  "  warrants,"  in  the  twelfth 
line  of  the  second  section,  to  tbe  end  of  the  ■ecti»a ;  and, 
with  this  amendment,  they  recommend  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  its  amendment  striking  out  all  of  said  bill  after 
the  first  section. 

JAMES  SHIELDS. 
ALPHEUS  PELCIT, 
TRUMAN  SMITH, 
Managen  on  the  pari  of  the  aenate, 
O.  W.  JONES, 
GEORGE  BRIGGS, 
GRAHAM  N.  PITCH, 
Managers  on  the  part  of  the  Het^**' 

Mr.  JONES.  I  ask  now  that  the  Clerk  read 
the  first  proviso  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  it,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  the  warrants  which  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  Mid  laws,  or  of  this  act, 
may  be  located  according  to  the  legal  $uhdiviMioru  of  the 
pttblU  lands  in  one  body,  upon  any  lands  in  the  United 
States  subject  to  privau  tatxy  at  the  time  of  such  location 
at  the  minimum  price. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  first  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  committee  is  to  strike 'out 
the  word  **  act,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  pro- 
viso of  the  House,  and  to  insert  the  word  «« Inw" 
in  its  stead  That  is  done  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  proviso  conform  to  the  first  section  of 
the  act.  The  first  section  of  the  act  provides  that 
land  warrants  given  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  assignable.  That  is  the  only  ef- 
fect of  that  amenement. 


The  second  amendment  to  be  inserted  after  the 
word  •*  located,"  in  the  third  line  of  the  same  pro- 
viso, is  that  the  warrant  shall  be  located  in  one 
body,  and  according  to  the  legal  subdivision  of  the 
United  States.  This,  sir,  was  thought  necessary 
by  most  of  the  committee,  if  not  aU,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  person  holding  a  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acre  warrant  from  locating  it  upon  forty  acre  tracts 
in  four  different  sections,  or  one  holding  an  eighty 
acre  warrant  from  locating  it  upon  two  forty  acre 
tracts  in  different  half  sections.  This  is  done  in 
order  to  require  the  holder  of  a  warrant  to  locate 
his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrant  upon  one 
section,  and  the  holder  of  an  eighty  acre  warrant 
upon  a  half  section  lying  in  one  body.  For  in- 
stance: it  is  to  prevent  the  locating  of  an  eighty- 
acre  warrant  upon  the  northeast  quarter  and  south- 
east quarter  of  the  same  section,  or  forty  in  one 
section  and  forty  in  another.  That  is  the  only 
efiect  of  that;  and  these  amendments  met  with  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  both  Houses. 

Then  we  recommend  this  amendment,  that  the 
Senate  shall  recede  from  the  disagreement  to  these 
two  provisoes  proposed  by  the  House  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  bill.  The  only  other  amend- 
ment we  propose,  is  to  strike  out  of  the  second 
section  or  the  bill,  after  the  word  "  warrants,"  the 
following: 

"  Where  they  have  been  transferred  under  the  provis- 
ions of  any  act  of  Congress,  and  the  re^^ations  of  the 
Gcmeral  Land  Office ;  and  to  be  paid  out  ot  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of 
such  officers,  where  it  will  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  war- 
rant was  located  by  the  soldier  or  warrantee,  or  his  neit  of 
kin,  as  provided  Ibr  by  law." 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  should  like  a  further  expla- 
nation about  locating  the  warrants  accorcUng  to 
legal  subdivision.  Suppose  the  warrant  is  an 
eighty -acre  warrant,  I  would  ask  my  friend  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jokes,]  could  that  eighty-acre 
warrant  be  laid  upon  the  south  half  of  a  quarter 
section,  or  on  the  east  or  west  half  of  the  same 
section  ? 

Mr.  JONES.  My  impression  is,  and  I  think 
this  is  the  universal  understanding^  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  proposed  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, that  you  can  lay  it  on  the  north  half,  the 
south  half,  the  east  half,  or  the  west  half  of  the 
section;  but  that  you  must  take  one  of  the  halves 
laying  broadside  to  each  other;  that  is,  that  you 
shall  nt>t  take  one  quarter  from  a  corner  in  the 
southwest  or  the  other  in  the  southeast,  so  as  to 
connect  them  by  comers.  You  may,  by  legal 
subdivisions,  select  either  the  north,  the  south, 
the  east,  or  the  west  half  of  a  quarter  section  under 
an 'eighty-acre  warrant.  1  do  not  know  that  I 
understand  all  tlie  regulations  about  tl\e  Land 
Office,  but  it  is  very  clear  and  distinct  that  the  land 
must  be  located  in  one  body,  and  according  to  the 
legal  subdivisions  of  the  puoliclandsof  the  United 
States,  subject  to  private  entry.  I  understand 
from  some  of  the  gentlemen  around  me  from  the 
new  States,  that,  according  to  legal  subdivisions, 
they  cannot  take  the  north  half  or  the  south  half 
of  a  (|uarter  section,  witli  an  eighty-acre  tract,  but 
that  it  must  be  either  the  east  half  or  the  west  half 
under  the  decisions  and  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment. However  that  may  be,  it  is  according  to 
the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands  in  one 
body;  and  I  think  that  will  be  found  to  be  correct. 
As  to  the  other  amendment,  the  House  will  recol- 
lect, that  by  the  second  section  of  the  Senate  bill, 
they  proposed  to  pay  to  the  refi:isters  and  receiv- 
ers the  same  fees  for  locating  all  military  bounty 
land  warrants  of  every  description  that  they  would 
be  entitled  to  if  the  same  tract  of  land  were  entered 
and  the  money  paid  for  it,  estimating  the  warrant 
at  (1  25  per  acre;  that  is,  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  to  each  of  these  officers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  WUl  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 
I  find  it  impossible  to  keep  up  with  the  gentle- 
man 'sexplanations,  and  understand  them  from  the 
method  which  he  pursues  now.  I  would  suggest 
to  him,  that  he'wul  permit  the  several  sections  to 
be  read  as  he  comments  upon  them.  It  is  important 
to  us  all  that  we  should  understand  what  he  means; 
but  we  cannot  follow  him  in  this  way. 

Mr.  JONES.    It  is  only  one  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  understand  what 
this  amendment  is. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  second 
section  of  the  bill. 


The  second  was  then  read,  as  below.  The  pan 
in  UaHes  is  proposed  by  the  conference  eonmuuci 
to  be  stricken  out: 

8bc.9.  jind  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  refiftmmi 
reeeivera  of  the  land  offices,  shall  hereafter  be  serenBy 
aathorixed  to  charn  and  receive  for  tlieir  aerrkes  to  loo- 
ting all  military  t^hnty  land  warrants,  inoed  ttoee  Ai 
eleventh  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  fon^ 
seven,  the  same  compensation  or  percentafe  to  which  tl^ 
are  entided  by  law  for  sates  of  the  pubttc  lands  for  cuMt 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-nve  cents  per  sof ;  dv 
said  compensation  to  be  hereafter  paid  by  the  asaiMav 
holders  of  such  warrants,  where  they  have  been  tramjtmi 
under  the  provisions  of  an  ado/  Congress,  and  the  rr^tis- 
tions  of  the  General  Land  Offica  ;  and  to  be  paid  nt  %ftkt 
Treatvmf  of  the  United  StaUs  t^on  tha  aiiuetmnU  (jf  tk 
accounts  of  saids0lcers,  where  it  shall  be  shown,  toUutd- 
isf  action  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lani  0^, 
that  the  warrant  wa*  located  by  the  soldier  or  wwrranUt,» 
his  next  ofkin,  as  provided  fot  by  law. 

Mr.  JONES.  That  is  the  only  ameodnat 
which  the  committee  of  conference  propose  w 
make  to  that  portion  of  the  Senate  bill  which  wu 
stricken  out  by  Uie  House.  The  second  seciioo  of 
the  Senate  bill,  as  it  came  here,  proposed  to  giTeto 
the  registers  and  receivers,  each,  the  same  fees  that 
they  were  entitled  to  if  thi  land  should  be  enteral 
ana  paid  for  with  money.    The  latter  branch  of  it 

Eroposes  that  when  the  warrant  shall  be  located 
y  the  original  warrantee,  the  soldier  or  his  leni 
representatives,  then  it  shall  be  paid  out  of  Ute 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  amcndmcai 
proposes  to  strike  out  that  part  which  requires 
that  the  fees  after  locating  to  be  paid  out  of  ibe 
Treasury,  and  requures  the  locator,  whether  the 
original  holder  or  the  assignee  of  the  warrant,  is 
all  cases  hereafter  to  pay  the  fees  himself.  I  con- 
curred with  the  committee  of  conference  in  strilocg 
out  this  part,  and  requiring  the  locators  xoptiytk 
fees  tliemselves;  but  I  did  not  concur  in  that  part 
of  the  amendment  fixing  the  fees,  because  I  think 
the  fees  are  too  lawre.  They  will  be  fifty  cewi  to 
each  officer,  or,  rather,  one  dollar  for  the  location  of 
a  forty  acre  warrant,  and  two  dollars  for  the  loct- 
tion  of  an  eighty  acre  warrant,  and  fourdolliw  for 
the  location  of  a  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  »v- 
rant,  or  two  dollars  to  each  of  the  oflicers;  who 
the  labor  for  the  forty  acre  warrant  is  exactly  the 
same  as  that  for  the^one  hundred  and  sixty  tot 
warrant.  Then  I  concur  in  striking  out  thai  pirt 
which  made  the  fees  a  tax  upon  the  Treasury, ani 
would  have  concurred  in  the  balance  of  it,  if  th< 
fees  had  not  been  as  large  as  they  are. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  Senate  bill,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  to  the  registers  and  receivers  who 
have  gone  out  of  office,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
now  in  office,  the  same  fees  for  the  location  of  war- 
rants heretofore  located,  as  they  would  hare  been 
entitled  to  if  the  land  had  been  entered,  «nd  the 
money  paid  for  it.  I  was  opposed  to  this  section. 
We  cannot  tell  exactly  what  will  be  the  cost  upon 
the  Treasury.  But  there  have  been  scventy-nw 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  warrants  »• 
sued  under  the  act  of  February,  1847,  and  upwards 
of  six  thousand  forty  acre  warrants,  making  the 
aggregate  amount  of^  lands  tmder  that  law  some 
thmg  over  12,000,000  acres.  There  will  also  be 
be  some  five  or  ten  thousand  warrants  raoreissow 
under  that  law.  What  proportion  of  these  wai^ 
rants  have  been  located,  it  is  impossible  for  aarw 
us  to  tell  at  this  time.  But  suppose  that  the  wboK 
of  them  have  been  located,  then  the  fees  or  com- 
missions upon  them,  according. to  this  '^'^''l'''^ 
be  $302,304;  one  fourth  upon  the  one  huudred  awl 
sixty  acre  warranto,  and  one  half  upon  the  forty 
acre  warrants  having  been  paid  by  the  locaion  w 
the  warrant,  except  where  the  original  vtrranW 
located  himself.  None  of  those  fees  taw  «« 
paid,  and  they  are  all  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treas- 

"'^r.  DUNHAM.  I  wUl  state  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  warrants  issued  under  the  ^ 
ican  bounty  land  law,  something  like  aeventy-U" 
thousand,  there  have  been  located  only  six  thou- 
sand by  assignees.  .  _^, 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  Does  the  gw- 
tleman  pretend  to  say  that  seventy-five  tbottsaw 

are  all  that  have  been  issued  ?  l   ut 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  say  about  that  number  w« 
been  located  under  the  Mexican  bounty  laiKi  law. 
Sixty-six  thousand  of  these  land  warrants  wtff 
located  by  the  original  grantees  of.the  wajTantf, 
and  upln  that  number  you  have  not  to  pay  tw  • 
value,  as  provided  for  by  this  law.  I  h«re  docu 
ments  to  show  it.  .    .    u  ijw 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  lUinoU.    I  «l»ouI(l  i»« 

to  see  the  documents. 
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Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  have  exhibited  this  docu- 
ment before  thie  House  repeatedly,  as  certified  by 
the  Land  Office.  It  happens  to  be  in  my  room 
now.  Members  of  this  House  will  recollect,  that 
a  few  days  aeo,  when  this  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion, I  held  it  up,  and  exhibited  it  to  the  House 
as  certified  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  POwLER.  1  wish  to  make  an  inquiry. 
It  is  Tery  difficult  indeed  for  me,  almost  impossi- 
Ue,  to  understand  these  amendments.  I  would 
•uegest,  whether  the  gentleman  .from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  JoNct]  would  not  nre  way  to  a  motion,  if  a 
motion  be  proper,  that  the  report  be  printed,  with 
an  the  amendments,  so  that  we  may  understand 
them? 

Mr.  JONES.  This  whole  thin^  is  confi^ned  in 
a  nut-shell.  The  whole  proposition  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  now  is,  tnat  the  registers  and 
receiTers  shall  receire  the  same  fees  that  they  are 
entitled  to  under  the  law  when  the  money  is  paid 
for  the  lands,  estimating  the  warrants  at  Al  25  per 
acre.  The  fees  upon  M^arrahts  that  sbsll  be  lo- 
cated afler  the jpassaf  e  of  this  law,  to  be  paid  by 
the  locator,  and  the  fees  which  have  accrued  upon 
warrants  heretofore  located,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  proposition 
pays  the  fees  prospectively  and  retrospect! rely; 
those  prospectively,  to  be  paid  by  the  locators, 
and  those  paid  retrospectively,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  From  the  best 
estimate  I  can  make,  it  will  take  somewhere  about 
i200,000  to  pay  these  retrospective  fees.  The 
House  has  the  question  before  them,  and  it  is  for 
them  to  decide  it.  I  have  thought  it  was  necessa- 
ry for  me  to  make  this  explanation,  as  my  name 
appears  upon  that  report  as  one  of  the  committee 
of  conference  upon  tne  part  of  the  House;  but  I 
shall  vote  against  that  part  of  the  report  which 
goes  back  and  pays  these  fees. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  this 
question  at  length,  because  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  anxious  that 
the  previous  question  should  be  asked.  I  wish  to 
toucn  upon  a  few  points  embraced  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference,  which  were  not 
alluded  to,  or  but  briefiy,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jokks.j 

Here  there  was  great  noise  and  confusion  in  the 
Hall. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  Mrish  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  Chair  upon  a  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Campbell]  rose  first  and  addressed  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  desire  to  move  an 
adjournment,  if  it  is  in  order.  \ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
baina  cannot  obtain  the  floor  for  that  purpose, 
while  the  firentleman  from  Indiana  is  upon  it. 

Mr.  ABERCROMBIE.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  will  vield  the  floor  for  that  motion. 
We  cannot  do  any  uusiness,  there  is  so  much  confu- 
sion, and  we  haa,  therefore,  much  better  adjourn. 
Mr.  FITCH.  I  cannot  vield  the  floor  for  that 
motion;  but  the  gentleman  from  Ulinois,  I  under- 
stand, desires  to  ask  a  question  in  relation  to  the 
action  of  tlie  committee  of  conference,  and  I  am 
of  course  perfectly  willing  to  yield  the  floor  to  him 
for  that  Durpose. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  jlUnois.  I  desire  to  be 
informed  in  rg^rd  to  one  point  made  by  the  een- 
tJeman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonbi.1  I  under- 
stood that  gentleman  to  state  that  the  bill,  as  now 
reported ,  will  only  permit  the  location  of  a  warrant 
to  be  made  in  the  same  section,  according  to  the 
ItaA  subdivision. 

Mr.  JONES.  The  amendment  says,  "  accord- 
ing to  the  leeal  sub-division  of  the  puolic  lands.  '* 
Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  understood,  from  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that  a  party  having  a  warrant  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  could  not,  under  this  bill,  locate  eighty 
acres  in  one  section,  and  eighty  acres  in  the  aa- 
joining  section ,  both  1  ving  together.  No w,  if  that 
js  the  effect  of  the  bill,  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  FITCH.  The  gentleman's  knowledge  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  lands  are  divided 
and  sub-divided,  should  have  taught  him  at  unce 
that  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  committee  of 
conference  does  not  warrant  such  a  supposition  as 
that.  It  merely  compels  the  locator  to  take  his 
eighty  acres  in  a  compact  body.  He  cannot  se- 
lect two  Iota  of  forty  acres  that  comer  with  each 
other,  or  that  are  not  contiguous  to  each  other.     | 


Mr.  DUNHAM.  Will  the  ^Ueman  allow 
me  to  make  a  brief  explanation  in  relation  to  an 
error,  into  which  I  fell  in  my  remarks  this  morn- 
ing, in  reference  to  the  number  of  Mexican  bounty 
land  warrants  ihtJ,  have  been  located  by  assignees. 

Mr.  FITCH.  I  cannot;  I  have  been  interrupt- 
ed quite  enough  already;  and,  moreover,  as  I  saw 
the  gentleman's  error--doubtless  an  unintentional 
one— I  can  correct  it  as  well  as  himself.  *. 

[Here  some  conversation  of  a  personal  nature 
took  plaee  between  Messrs.  Dunham  and  Fitch; 
but  owing  to  the  conAision  prevailing  in  the  Hall, 
the  reporters  were  unable  to  hear  a  word  of  it.] 

Mr.  FITCH,  (resuming.)  It  will  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  House,  that  when  the  Senate  bill  was 
before  us,  we  amended  the  first  section.  But  first, 
in  order  to  make  that  amendment  intelligii»le  to 
new  members,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  ft  is  well  known 
that  during'the  last  Congress,  when  the  bounty 
land  law  of  1850  was  under  discussion  here,  an 
attempt^as  made  by  a  gendeman,  then  a  Repre- 
sentative fh>m  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  to  so  change 
the  law,  as  that  the  warrants  issued  under  it  should 
be  located  only  on  land  then  in  the  market,  and 
not  upon  land  hereafter  to  come  into  the  market. 
The  House  voted  down  that  amendment  by  an 
overwhelming  ^lajority;  but  subsequently,  at  the 
very  heel  of  the  session,  a  few  minutes  before  the 
adjournment,  the  same  gentleman  inserted  in  the 
Civil  and  Diplomatic approoriation  bill,  or  in  some 
other  of  the  appropriation  oills,  an  amendment  to 
that  effect.  He  did  it  at  a  time  when  we  could  not 
vote  on  the  amendment  without  risking  the  loss  of 
the  appropriation  bill,  and,  conseqii^ently,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  on  this  House  a  provision  which 
the  House  had  previously  condemned  by  an  over- 
whelming majority.  The  amendment  of  the  House 
to  the  Senate  bill  now  under  discussion,  repeals 
>that  provision  of  the  law  of  1850,  and  provide 
that  the  warrants  may  be  located  on  any  land  in 
the  market;  provided,  that  if  the  lands  are  subject 
to  entry  at  more  than  the  mininum  price,  the  loca- 
tor shall  pay  the  difference  between  (1  25  per  acre 
(the  presumed  value  of  the  warranO  and  the  cash 
value  of»the  land.  For  instance,  if  the  lands  are 
sold  at  |2  50  per  acre,  the  locator  shall  pay  $1  25 
per  acre,  in  cash.  The  Senate  committee  were 
apparently  determined  that  this  amendment  of  the 
House  should  not  be  in  the  bill;  but  they  finally 
receded  from  their  disagreement  to  it,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  House  committee  should  recede  from 
the  House  amendment,  striking  out  the  other  sec- 
tions of  the  bill,  which,  from  my  previous  course 
in  the  Hou^e,  it  may  well  be  presumed  I  could 
have  no  difiioulty  in  complying  with.  We  con- 
sequently recommended,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  has  said,  that  the  Senate  sliall  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  our  amendment  to  the 
first  section,  and  that  we  shall  recede  from  our 
amendment,  striking  out  the  entire  Senate  bill  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  section. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  originally  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  fees  to  registers  and  re- 
ceivers out  or  tne  Treasury  of  the  iJtiited  States, 
for  any  warrants  hereafler  located  by  the  parties 
to  whom  the  warrants  were  issued;  but  if  located  i; 
by  an  assignee,  the  fees  were  to  be  paid  by  the 
locator.  The  committee  have  so  amended  this 
section  as  to  make  the  fees  payable  by  the  hold- 
er of  the  warrant  in  all  cases,  whether  he  be  the 
original  holder  or  an  assignee.  The  remaining 
sections  of  the  bill  are  well  understood,  as  they 
were  in  the  Senate  bill.  Relative  to  the  statistics 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  of  my  col- 
league, 1  have  little  to  say.  They  may,  or  they 
may  not  be  correct;  but  1  presume  as  the  gentle- 
men haw  probably  taken  some  pains  to  inform 
themselves  on  the  subject,  that  they  at  least  think 
them  correct. 

I  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Jones]  in  his  estimate  of  the  amount  which 
the  third  section  will  take  from  the  Treasury. 
He  puts  it  at  $200,000.  I  do  not  believe  it  w^ 
be  the  half  of  that;  and  I  have  tite  estimate  of  a 
gentleman,  who  knows  more  of  the  matter  than 
does  my  friend  from  Tennessee  or  myself,  to  siis- 
tain  my  opinion.  It  is  an  estimate  from  a  source 
from  whence  any  opinion  relative  to  our  public 
lands  Mrill  be  received  by  the  country  as  authority. 
The  error  of  my  coUeague,  [Mr.  Dunham,]  which, 
as  I  have  before  said,  was  Without  doubt  uninten- 
tioiMd,  consisted  in  stating  that  of  some  seventy 
dumsand  warrants  issued  under  the  Mexican  war 


bounty  land  law,  some  sixty-six  thousand  had 
been  located  by  the  soldiers,  the  original  holders, 
and  that  upon  this  number  the  fees  were  to  be 
paid  out  or  the  United  States  Treasury,  by  the 
third  section  of  this  bill;  and  that  only  about  six 
thousand  of  the  seventy-two  thousana  had  been 
located  by  assignees,  and  the  fees  paid.  The  ex- 
act reverse  of  this  statement  is  the  fact.  Of  the 
seventy-two  thousand,  sixty-six  tliousand  have 
been  located  by  assignees,  and  the  fees,  provided 
for  by  the  old  law,  paid;  and  only  six  tnousand 
by  the  soldiers,  the  fees  for  which  are,  by  this  bill, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  informed  the 
committee  that  he  should  vote  against  the  provis- 
ion for  the  payment  of  renters  and  receivers, 
because  he  thought  it  too  high;  but  with  that  sin- 
gle exception,  the  committee  were  unanimous  in 
their  report,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  acceded  to  by 
both  Houses. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  N  ABERS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
call  the  previous  quesUon.  I  am  satisfied  the 
House  cannot  vote  intelligibly  on  this  report.  I 
cannot  for  one. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  insist  upon  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  JONES.     I  will  not  withdraw  it,  and  it 
will  then  be  under  the  control  of  the  majority  of  - 
the  House. 

Mr.  NABERS.  Will  not  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  postpone  this  matter  to  some  future 
time?  I  only  desire  to  be  able  to  vote  intelligibly. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
Chair  if  the  morning  hour  has  not  expired  ?  ,  If 
so,  we  can  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union,  and  this  matter  will  come 
up  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
the  morning  hour  is  not  affected  at  all  by  this 
report,  and,  therefore,  that  it  has  not  yet  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
these  amendments  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  postponement  of  the  matter 
till  to-morrow  ftM>ming.  But  I  want  to  get  rid  of 
it,  and  I  think  the  House  does. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  want  to  get  rid  of  it, 
too. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  tlie  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  JONES.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  desire  to  knownf  a 
motion  to  postpone  this  report  until  to-morrow 
morning,  or  the  day  after,  would  be  in  order 
now.'  If  so,  I  will  make  that  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  amendments  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that 
that  motion  would  not  be  in  order  during  the  pend- 
ency of  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  previous  question  has 
not  been  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER.    But  it  has  been  demanded. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order,  as  to  how  the  House  will  have  to  vote 
on  this  report  ?  I  believe  that  the  report  is  an  en- 
tirety, ana  that  the  only  vote  the  House  can  take 
is  on  agreeing  to  it,  or  disagreeing  to  it.  The 
House  is  not  brought  to  vote  on  the  separate  prop- 
ositions contained  m  the  report,  but  on  the  whole 
report  as  it  stands. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  that  his  decision  will 
be,  ill  accordance  with  the  view  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  that  the  vote  of  tne  House 
will  be  on  the  report  of  the  committee  aa it  stands.* 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  1  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether,  if  we  now  go  into  the  Committee 
of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  or  the  Union,  this  matter 
will  not  come  up  to-morrow  morning?  If  we  do 
that,  in  the  mean  time  the  amendments  will  be 
printed  in  the  Globe,  and  we  can  all  read  them. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  this  report 
would  come  up,  except  at  a  time  when  a  privileged 
question  or  motion  was  pending. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Then  I  move  that.the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.    That  motion  is  not  in  order 
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during  the  pendency  of  tli«  demand  for  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Then  I  a^k  the 
House,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  let  this  report 
go  over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Several  Mkmbcrs  objected. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  desire  to  propound  an  inquiry  to 
the  Chair.  If  the  House  refuses  to  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  will  it  then 
be  in  order  to  move  to  raise  another  committee  of 
conference? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  that,  in 
extraordinary  cases,  such  a  committee  has  been 
raised. 

Several  MBMBBai.    "  Always  !*'    "  Always!" 

The  SPEAKER,  The  Chair  is  not  very  cer- 
tain in  his  recollection  of  the  practice  of  Uie 
House. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  would  suggest  that  all  we  have  to 
do  is  to  move  that  the  House  non-concur  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  let  another  commit- 
tee of  conference  be  appointed. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  other  proposition  can  be 
entertained  during  the  pendency  of  the  previous 
question. 

The  House  was  then  divided  upon  seconding 
the  call  for  the  previous  question,  and  there  were— 
ayes  62,  noes  60. 

Tellers  were  demanded. 

Mr.  ORR.  If  the  Chair  will  allow  me  to  make 
a  statement  in  regard  to  this  matter,  perhaps  it 
will  save  the  necessity  of  ordering^  tellers  upon  the 

Question.  I  will  suggest  that  it  is  of  no  avail  to 
iscuss  this  report.  The  House  cannot  possibly 
amend  it  in  any  way.  We  must  pass  it  as  it  is, 
or  we  must  reject  iu  Now  I  hope  the  House  will 
reject  that  report  at  once,  and  allow  another  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed. 

The  House  was  divided  upon  the  question  of 
ordering  tellers;  and,  only  twenty-two  gentlemen 
rising,  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  mam  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CABELL,  of  Florida.  Is  it  In  order  to 
move  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  main  ques- 
tion has  been  ordered,  and  that  must  take  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  motions  as  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

.  Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  be^  to  remind  the  Chair 
upon  this  point,  that  it  was  decided  differently  in 
the  last  Conp;ress.  The  Chair  will  recollect,  that 
during  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  the 
l^tleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  DottJ  brought 
in  1^  bill  for  the  admission  of  California,  discon- 
nected from  ever3r  other  subject.  The  previous 
question  was  sustained  upon  it,  and  then  a  motion 
was  made  to|;o  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  ofthe  Union.  It  was  decided  that  a  call 
of  the  House  was  not  in  order,  because  the  pre- 
Tious  Question  had  been  sustained ;  but  it  was  also 
decided  that  the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee 
'of  the  Whole  was  in  order;  and  the  same  ques- 
tion has  been  decided  in  the  same  way  a  dozen 
times. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  hesitate  to 
differ  with  his  predecessor.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, his  opinion  is  very  clear.  He  believes  that 
the  House,  having  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put,  must  proceed  to  execute  its  own 
order,  and  that  no  other  motion  can  intervene 
until  that  is  disposed  of, 

Mr.  FITCH.  If  the  motion  were  now  made 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  would  not  the- report  thenr  lie  over 
till  to-morrow  ?  I  desire  that  it  shall  lie  over,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  can  only  lie  over  by  unan- 
» imous  consent. 

Mr.  FITCH.  Well,  I  submit  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  put,  and  I  hope  there  wAl  be  no 
objection  to  the  report  then  going  over  till  to-mor- 
row.. 

Several  Membbrs.    Oh,  let's  vote  upon  it  now ! 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  motion  to  reconsider? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  choose  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put,  and  then  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  previous  question  was  seconded,  it  will 
then  be  competent  to  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 


Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  same  thing  precisely 
can  be  done  upon  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  House  refused 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table — 
ayes  43;  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  I  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  whether — if  we  reconsider 
the  vote  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put, 
and  we  then  refuse  to  order  the  main  question — 
whether  under  our  rules,  it  does  not  go  over? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wiU  in  that  case  go  over 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLINQMAN.  Then,  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  its  reconsideration. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put;  and,  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

So  the  mainquestion  was  not  ordered  Krbe  put. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suppose  the  subject  now 
goes  over,  as  a  matter  of  course? 

The  SPEAKER.    Udoes. 

If  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  be 
agreed  to,  the  bill  will  read  as  follows,  viz: 

Be  it  iiacted,  ^e.,  That  all  warrants  fbr  military  honnty 
land,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued  under  any 
law  ofthe  United  Slate8,andall  valid  locations  uf  the  same, 
which  have  been,  or  may  hercaAer  be  made,  are  herfby 
declared  to  be  assiirnable,  by  deed  or  instrument  of  writinir, 
made  and  executed  aOer  the  taking  effect  of  this  act  accord- 
ing to  such  form,  and  pursuant  lo  such  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  so  as  to  vest  the  assignee  with  all  the  righu  of  the 
original  owners  ofthe  warrant  or  location  :  Provided.  That 
any  person  entiUed  to  preiroption  righrtoany  land,  shall  be 
entitled  to  use  any  such  land  warrant  in  payment  of  the 
same,  at  the  rate  of  f  1  25  per  act,  for  the  quantity  of  land 
therein  specified :  Provided^  That  Ihe  warrants  which  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued,  in  pursuance  of  said  laws, 
or  of  this  act,  may  be  located,  according  to  the  legal  subdi- 
visions ofthe  public  lands  in  one  body,  upon  any  lands  of 
the  United  States,  subject  lo  private  entry  at  the  time  of  such 
location,  at  the  minimum  price:  Providedy  further.  That 
when  said  warrants  shall  be  located  on  lands  which  are  sub- 
feet  to  entry  at  a  greater  minimum  than  $1  SS  per  acre,  the 
locator  of  said  warrants  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  in 
cash  the  difference  between  the  value  of  such  warrants  at 
$1  fi5  per  acre,  and  the  tract  of  land  located  on.  ^ 

Sb«.  a.  ^nd  beUJuriher  enacted^  That  the  regfstera  and 
receiven  of  the  land  offices,  shall  hereafter  be  severally 
authorized  to  charge  and  receive  for  their  services  in  loca- 
ting all  military  bounty  land  warrants,  issued  since  the  11th 
day  of  February,  1847,  the  same  compensation  or  per  cent- 
age  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  law  for  sales  ofthe  public 
lands  for  cash,  at  the  rate  of  ftl  95  per  acre,  the  said  com- 
pensation to  be  hereafter  paid  by  the  assignees  or  holders  of 
such  warrants. 

Sac.  3.  ^nd  heUJwrtherenaeiedy  That  registers  and  re- 
ceivers, whether  in  or  out  of  office  at  the  passage  of  this  act, 
or  their  legal  representatives  in  case  of  death,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes,  for 
services  heretofbre  performed  in  locating  military  bounty 
land  warrants,  the  same  rate  of  compensation  provided  in 
the  preceding  section  for  services  hereafter  to  be  performed, 
after  deducting  the  amount  already  received  by  such  officers 
under  the  act  entiUed  *<  An  actto  require  the  holdera  of  mil- 
itary land  warrants  to  compensate  the  land  officers  of  the 
United  States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  location  of  those 
warranto,''  approved  May  17Ui,  1848 :  Provided^  That  no 
register  or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  out  of 
the  Treasury  for  past  services,  who  has  charged  and  re- 
ceived illegal  fees  for  the  location  of  such  warranto :  Jind 
yrovided  further f  That  no  register  or  receiver  shall  receive 
for  hto  services  during  any  ye^  a  greater  compensation 
than  the  maximum  now  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  JSnd  be  U  further  tnaeted.  That  in  all  cases 
where  the  militia  or  volunteers  or  Sute  troops  of  any  Slate 
or  Territory  were  called  Into  military  service,  and  whose 
services  have  been  paid  by  the  United  Stalei^  subsequent  to 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  the 
officera  and  soldiers  of  such  militia,  volunteers,  or  troops, 
shall  be  entided  to  all  the  beneflto  ofthe  act  entttied  «  An  act 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  approved  September  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  shall  receive  lands  for  their  services  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  upon  proof  of  length 
of  service  as  therein  required ;  and  that  the  last  proviso  of 
the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  eleventh  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by repealed ;  Provided,  That  nothina  herein  contained  shall 
authorise  bounty  land  to  those  who  hsveherefore  received 
or  become  entitled  to  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  .And  be  it  further  enneled.  That  where  any  com- 
pany, battalion,  or  regiment,  in  an  organized  ^rm,  marched 
more  than  twenty  miles  to  the  place  where  they  were  mus- 
tered into  the  senrice  of  the  United  States,  or  were  dis- 
charged more  than  twenty  miles  ttom  the  place  wliere  such 
company,  battalion,  or  r^ment  was  organised :  in  all  such 
cases,  in  computing  the  lengtii  of  service  ofthe  officers  and 
soldiera  of  any  such  company,  battolion,  or  regiment,  with 
a  view  to  determine  the  quantity  of  land,  any  oflicer  or  sol- 
dier is  entitied  ta  under  said  act,  approved  98lh  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850,  there  shall  be  allowed  one  day  for  every  twenty 
miles  ftt>m  the  place  where  tiie  company,  battalion,  or  regi- 
ment was  organixad,  to  the  place  where  the  same  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  alto  one 
day  for  every  twenty  miles  ftom  the  place  where  auoh  oom- 


pany,  battallOD,  or  regiment  was  disehaffsd,  ts  ifee  |Im« 
where  it  was  organised,  and  from  whence  it  oMreMTto 
enter  the  service. 

PROPOSITION  TO  CLOSE  DEBATE. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  the  reaolotion 
closing  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill,  in  the  Coq. 
raittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported,  at  foUovt: 

Retdoedy  That  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  dw  n'Mt 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  defideacy  bin  ilnli  eew 
at  four  o'clock  this  day ;  and  if  the  committee  itati  ■« 
come  to  a  concluidon  sooner  upon  the  same,  it  sbsO  a« 
proceed  to  vote  upon  soch  amendosento  as  shall  be  fetttm 
or  offered  to  the  same,  and  shall  then  repoftit  to  ih«  Hooa 
with  such  amendmento  as  may  have  been  agrMdayaalf 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  have  named  fouro*elod 
to-day  as  the  time  to  close  the  debate  upon  tliii 
bill.  I  am  willing,  however,  that  the  Houfeihiii 
fix  its  own  time. 

[Cries  of  **  Call  the  orerious  question." 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Very  weU.  I  wiU  aik  tbi 
previous  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,. of  Arkansas.  The  ^Ueau 
asks  the  previous  question  upon  thia  rewlatiot. 
Now,  I  say  that  the  resolution  is  all  wrong. 

fCries  of  "  Order!"  ••  Order !'T 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  oi^erfor  thegn- 
tleman  from  Arkansas  to  discium  the  retoIatioD. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  there  is  an  ameodoMet 
to  that  resolution  which  has  not  been  read  at  aL 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Oh,  no;  there  it  no  amefi^- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Arkw- 
sas  will  recollect  that  this  is  a  new  propo«iuoo- 
not  tlie  one  offered  yesterday. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  I  desire  to  know  if 
there  is  not  an  amendment  to  this  resolution  vhich 
has  not  been  reported  by  the  Clerk  at  all? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  begs  leavetostaie 
to  the  gentleman  that,  on  yesterday,  a  renbtiai 
w^  ottered  by  the  gentleman  from  AkbuM, 
TMr.  Houston,]  proposing  to  close  debate ootk 
deficiency  bill.  An  amendment  was  offered  to 
that  resolution.  The  gentleman  from  Alabana, 
however,  to-day  witharew  that  resolution,  ud 
now  offers  a  new  proposition,  upon  wkidi  tbi 
previous  question  has  been  called. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  fioa 
Alabama  will,  under  the  circumstances,  allow  oe 
to  offer  an  amendment.  If  he  will  permit  me,  I 
will  state  my  reasons  for  making  the  request,  ud 
I  am  sure  there  can  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  care  about  theg»- 
Ueman's  reasons.  I  hope  he  will  not  takeuptb« 
time  of  the  House.  I  am  perfectly  willing  b 
should  oflTer  his  amendment,  and  let  the  Hovse 
vote  to  fix  such  a  time  as  they  choose.  1  wiB 
withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  question,^! 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  will  renew  it 
afler  he  shall  have  offered  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  now  offer  my  amaKl- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  Chair  undeniajid 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  as  withdrawing  tk 
call  for  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  withdraw  it  for  the  ■«• 
ment,  in  order  to  allow  the  gentleman  froo  Ar- 
kansas to  offer  his  amendment.  I  undentaod  kit 
amendment  is,  to  provide  for  closing  debate aii^ 
0  'clock  to-morrow.  I  am  willing  the  Hou«e  ibow 
vote  upon  that  amendnfent,  and  upon  it  1  ctll  tk 
previous  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire  to  know  by  wU 
authority  the  gentleman  from  AJabama  P'*'**? 
amendment  in  my  mouth.  I  offered  no  no 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  understood  the  gentteDBa 

as  indicating  that  amendment.  I  will  witwn* 
the  call  for  tne  previous  question,  and  the  |^eotl^ 
man  can  offer  such  an  amendment  as  he  pl^>*^, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  submit  this  amendmeBt.  I 
move  that  this  debate  shall  be  closed  at  f^ 
o'clock  the  day  afler  to-morrow.  Mv  reasoww 
offering  the  amendment  are  these:  the  deflcKOjf 
bill  miUces  provision  for  the  Indian  service  of  «« 
country.  Now,  there  arc  several  itemi  in  «ui 
bill.  .    ^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I.  hope  the  genUcman  «  w« 
going  to  debate  the  bill.  ,  ,  j^ 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  wUI  not  debate  it.  I P^* 
myself  to  that.  I  am  only  stating  facti.  I  «« 
debate  it,  however,  if  I  want  to,  while  I  haretae 
tfoor.  .    _^ 

Mr.  HOUSTON.    I  must  caB  the  ceofl«»« 
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to  order.  I  understand,  that  according  to  our 
rules  of  order,  the  gentleman  cannot  oebate  the 
proposition. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  only 
proceed  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  sir,  I  was  remarking 
that  the  estimates  for  the  Indian  Department  have 
not  been  under  consideration  in  committee.  A 
large  number  of  them  have  been  rejected  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  without 
sufficient  reason^  as  some  of  us  believe.  Now, 
I  say  the  House  ought  to  give  us  time  to  investi- 
gate the  matter  thoroughly. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  must  call  the  gentleman 
to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas can  proceed  only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FULLER.    1  object  to  this  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  gentleman  cannot 
proceed. 

Mr.  STUART.  I  desire  to  ask  if  it  ig  in  order 
to  move  to  amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  close  the 
debate  to-morrow  at  four  o'clock? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  insertine  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KING.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Houiton]  is  willing  that  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  taken  upon  the  three  propositions — 
toHlay,  to-morrow,  and  the  day  after. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  want  to  understand  the 

Eroposition.    The  Chair  called  me  to  order  when 
e  had  no  right  to  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  begs  leave  to  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  that  it  is  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Chair  and  the  House  that  he  was 
allowed  to  say  one  word  upon  the  subject  at  all, 
for  it  is  not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Is  not  a  motion  to  close  de- 
bate a  debatable  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not,  and  the  Chair  ha  fi 
■o  announced  half  a  dozen  times. 

The  question  was  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  under  a  division  when — 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine,  inquired  upon  which 
day  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to'  dose  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  proposes  to  close  debate 
to-morrow,  at  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  STUART  called  fof  tellers,  which  wereor- 
ordered;  and  Messrs.  Ewmo  and  Stuart  ap- 
pointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  79,  noes  45. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  the 
eflect  of  which  will  be  to  close  debate  to-morrow, 
at  four  o'clock. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
TOte  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table; 
wnich  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  an  unobjectionable  resolu- 
tion, which  will  not  occupy  any  time. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  for  information, 

follows: 


Retdvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Manafkctaren,  now 
havinf  under  consideration  the  daimi  of  the  American 
exhibitofH  at  the  World'a  Fair,  be  inrtnicted  to  take  into 
consideration  the  brilliant  victory  won  by  the  yacht  Amer- 
ica, and  recommend  sudi  action  at  they  may  deem  proper 
for  CongreM  to  take  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PHELPS  objected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  move  that  the  rules 
of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  -the 
Committtee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Meade  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  it  had  under  consideration  House  bill  No. 
207,  making  appropriation  to  supply  deficiencies. 
The  question  bem?  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first 
clause  thereof,  and  upon  that  question  the  eentle- 
man  from  Maine  [Mr.  Appleton]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  APPLETON  addressed  the  House  daring 


an  hour,  upon  the  condition  and  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party;  and  expressed  his  belief  that 
that  party  would  be  harmonious  after  the  presi- 
dential nomination,  and  would  'succeed  in  the  ap-- 
proaching  election. 

Mr.  TOWNSHEND  spoke  an  hour,  and  de* 
fined  the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio, 
as  he  understood  it,  in  regard  to  the  compromise 
measures.  He  expressed  his  belief  that  that  par- 
ty would  not  sustain  those  measures  as  a  totality 
and  finality,  if  insisted  on  t)y  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention. Messrs.  Olds  and  Edgerton  dissented 
from  his  views. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  CHANDLER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  NABERS.  Mr.  Chairman,  have  I  the 
floor? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  has  any  more  family  troubles  to  bring 
up,  I  will  cheerfully  resign  the  floor  to  him. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  NABERS.    I  do  not  claim/ the  floor. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks, but  I  understand  the  honorable  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  [Mr.  Nabkri]  has 
it  in  contemplation  to  address  the  committee  on  a 
subject  which  will  be  more  germane  to  what  has 
been  said  than  any  thing  I  shall  be  likely  to  say, 
[laughter.]  I  will,  however,  if  he  will  aJlow  me, 
make  a  verv  few  remarks,  and  then  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  go 
on  and  make  his  speech.  I  do  not  claim  the  floor. 
However,  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  for 
his  courtesy. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  We  hare  now  before  us 
a  bill,  reported  to  this  House  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary. It  has  been  discussed  for  several  days  in 
this  committee,  or  at  least  it  ought  to  have  been; 
but  I  presume  not  one  word  of  this  bill  has  ever 
been  read  in  this  committee  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to*make  a  speech,  not 
upon  any  troubles  existing  in  the  Democratic  or 
the  Whigpartyin  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
have  a  common  field  where  they  settle  their  trou- 
bles, and  to  which  they  resort  whenever  they  find 
it  necessary  for  either  branch  to  break  a  lance  with 
the  other.  They  never  would  appear  upon  the 
floor  with  a  complaint  of  the  wrong  doings  of  this 
or  that  branch  ot  the  party.  They  would  never 
come  here  to  laud  the  Democracv  or  the  Whiggery 
of  that  State.  They  know,  and  they  try  to  show, 
that  they  were  sent  here  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  great  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted by  the  representatives  of  the  people  on  this 
floor.  One  of  the  first  things  that  a  man  owes  to 
himself  is  self-respect.  And  one  of  the  first  things 
a  legislative  body  owes  to  itself  is  the  exhibition 
of  that  self-respect.  I  will  not  say  it  has  not  been 
exhibited  here;  but  there  is  going  abroad  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  body  upon  this  very 
bill,  which  is  bringing  upon  this  House  that  con- 
tempt of  the  people,  which,  in  time,  if  fostered  by 
a  continuance  of  the  cause,  will  do  more  to  endan- 
ger the  republicaiv institutions  of  the  country,  and 
centralize  power,  than  all  the  efibrts  of  a  corrupt 
Executive  could  ever  produce. 

Never,  sir,  in  a  country  like  this,  can  the  legisla- 
tive branch  of  the  Gk>vernment  lose  its  power,  its 
due  weight,  until,  by  neglecting  the  legitimate  ob- 
ject of  its  creation,  it  proceeds  to  snatch  from  the 
people  their  reserved  privileges,  or  gives  itself  up 
to  the  dictation  of  an  ambiuous  executive.  Sir, 
legislative  power  never  recedes  from  the  legisla- 
ture, untU  its  legislators  themselves  concede,  by 
their  conduct,  that  they  are  unfit  to  exercise  it. 
To  make  the  laws  is  our  business;  to  make  rulers 
and  law-makers  is  the  business  of  the  people. 
But,  sir,  it  will  be  better  for  the  House  to  earn  the 
anger  of  the  people,  than  to  acquire  their  contempt. 
The  formep  may  vent  itself  in  displacing  the  indi- 
viduals that  compose  this  body;  the  latter  will 
result  in  inquiries  into  the  «ue  of  this  body. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hear  much  taJkine  of 
dangers  to  the  institutions  of  the  Country,  and  the 
dangers,  too,  that  are  springing  from  some  of  our 
party  organizations.  But  there  are  dangers  ap- 
parently unnoticed  by  this  Houses-dangers  whico, 
thotigh  not  springing  from  our  own  institutions, 
are  nevertheless  around  and  near  us;  danger  stalk- 
ing abroad  in  this  country !  to  which  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  alluded  in  his  annual 
message — dangers,  sir,  greater  than  can  sprinjg  up 
from  our  own  people  and  oar  own  institutions, 


which  are  beinr  ingrafted  with  these  evil  heresies 
brought  from  abroad,  and  presented  with  a  view  of 
being  made  a  part  of  our  own  institutions.  And 
yet,  sir,  that  message  has  n^ver  been  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committees.  The  Committee  on 
Foreign  Kelations  has  never  been  directed,  by  this 
House,  to  consider  that  portion  of  the  message 
which  would  lead  to  a  consideration  of  our  policy 
of  fwn-interference  with  the  institutions  of  other 
countries,  and  of  the  propriety  of  considering  how 
far  people  from  other  countries  may,  by  interfer- 
ence with  our  institutions,  disturb  the  political 
peace  of  this  nation  by  inappropriate  assoaations, 
or  the  destruction  of  social  quiet  and  individual 
morals  by  the  promulgation  of  sentiments  which, 
if  allowed  to  operate,  would  work  out  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  republican  form  of  government,  which 
can  only  exist  with  the  predominance  of  virtue. 

Yet,  sir,  instead  of  moving  to  the  detection  and 
the  correction  of  such  evils,  we  are  sitting  here  **in 
cold  debate"  upon  the  character  and  quality  of  the 
old  rotten  boards  of  the  Baltimore  platform.  Sir, 
the  constant  recurrence  of  speakers  to  "a  platform** 
to  be  erected  is  most  grating  to  my  ears. 

There  is  danger,  imminent  danger,  in  these  plat- 
forms. They  are  set  up,  sir,  to  attract  the  eye, 
and  insure  the  reverence  and  consent  of  those  who 
are  of  party  discipline;  but,  sir,  they  are  no  more 
the  images  of  constitutional  requirements  or  privi- 
leges than  was  the  image  which  Nebuchadnezzar 
set  up  in  the  province  of  Babylon,  a  likeness  of 
the  true  God,  though  all  must  fall  down  and  do 
worship. 

That  last,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  be  re- 
nurded  as  a  party  evil,  of  which,  if  the  Democrats 
do  not  complain,  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  trouble 
myself;  and  even  though  they  did,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  enough  for  me  to  Offer  the  complainants 
an  asylum  in  the  Whi^  ranks  without  attempting 
any  interference  in  their  behalf. 

But  the  evil  is  of  national  extent,  and  is  work- 
ing in  the  general  mind,  an  indiflerence  to  the  pure 
teachings  of  the  Constitution,  that  will  finally 
allow  that  glorious  instrument  to  sink  into  obliv- 
ion, and  party  platforms  suggested  by  party  wants, 
local  conveniences,  and  temporary  expediences, 
will  usurp,  in  the  aflfections  and  rejgard  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  reverence  and  that  obedience  which  are 
alone  the  right  of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  tremble  for  the  country,  when,  on  this 
floor,  I  hear  party  men  avowing  themselves  men  '■ 
men  instead  of  the  nation's  men,  and  see  them 
seizing  on  some  rotten  plank  of  a  decayed,  or  some 
green  and  sappy  contribution  to  a  rising,  platform, 
and  trusting  to  that  more  thanlo  the  Constitution 
of  the  country.  On  various  sides  of  me,  but  as 
yet  always  from  the  Demo<v>atic  party,  I  hear  the 
confession:  **  I  am  of  Paul,  I  am  of  Apollos,  and  I 
of  Cephas.  '*  Sir,  give  me  the  man  as  a  candidate 
or  a  voter,  who  lays  his  hand  on  the  orgranic  law 
of  the  nation  and  says,  I  am  for  the  Constitution,  I 
of  Washin^n. 

Mr.  Chairman,  day  by  day  have  we  listened  to 
these  speeches;  and  what  is  the  cause  of  it  ?  Why,* 
not  long  since,  there  was  a  proposition  introduced 
into  this  House,  by  which  the  printing  of  a  cer- 
tain document — which  should  be  very  costly— 
should  be  given  to  a  certain  establishment  in  this 
city — **  the  Organ,"  it  is  said,  *'  of  the  Democratic 
party."  Of  that  organ,  1  have  nothing  to  say.  I 
know  nothing  bad  of  it  beyond  its  party  affinities. 
Its  tones  are  discordant  to  my  political  ear.  But 
we  have  heard,  at  difierent  times,  its  groans  and 
waitings,  through  its  friends,  for  want  of  the  usual 
pabulum.  That  pabulum  was  not  given  to  it;  and 
what  has  been  the  result  here  upon  the  floor  of  this 
House  ?  Why,  every  day  we  see  men  resorting 
to  means  to  carry  out  a  party  measure,  and  keep 
up  party  discipline,  at  the  expense  of  the  national 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  tho 
ways  and  means  of  parties,  as  not  to  know  that  the 
patronage  of  the  Government  is  likely  to  flow  into 
the  chann^  which  will  most  promote  the  views  of 
the  majority.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  eflbrt  to 
sustain  a  party  paper;  but  I  do  complain,  and  I 
have  a  right  to  complain,  that  the  party  having 
failed  in  its  attempt  to  procure  liberal  patronage  for 
their  paper,  so  that  it  might  act  upon  the  question 
of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  should  seize  upon 
the  time  of  this  House,  and  transfbrmour  Chamber 
into  a  party  caucus,  to  influence  the  election  of 
delegates,  or  the  opinions  and  votes  of  ddegates, 
to  the  Baltimore  Convention. 


780 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  17, 


But,  sir,  I  impugn  no  man's  motives.  I  inter- 
fere witli  no  man%  party.  Gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House  who  know  mfit  and  some 
do,  know  that  I  am  incapable  of  that.  But  here  we 
are  npw  closing  the  fburth  month  of  our  session; 
and  yet  what  have  we  done  ?  One  gentleman  rises 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  [Air.  Hillti^r] 
and  impugns  the  laws  of  Massachusetts;  as  if  we 
had  anythmg  to  do  with  the  difficulties  and  troubles 
of  Massachusetts.  The  same  gentleman  says  that 
the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  have 
tried  to  repeal,  and  did  repeal,  the  laws  of  that 
State,  by  which  it  was  forbidden  to  a  white  man  to 
marry  a  colored  woman,  and  vice  versa.  What 
Jiave  we  to  do  with  that?  Have  not  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  as  good  a  right  to  nmke  laws  by 
which  a  white  man  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege 
to  wive  with  a  black  woman,  as  the  people  of  any 
other  State  have  to  make  laws  granting  the  white 
man  any  other  privilege,  without  being  married  ? 
[Laughter.] 

But  I  feel  that  I  am  subjecting  myself  to  the 
charge  of  a  waste  of  time.  I  feel  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  is  being  delayed;  but  until  the 
finger  of  that  clock  points  to  four,  somebody  will 
waste  the  time  of  the  House,  and  I  might  as  well 
do  it  as  anybody  else. 

I  beg  to  say  one  word  to  my  young  friend,  the 
member  from  the  Portland  district  of  Maine,  [Mr. 
Appl£tok.]  That  gentleman  to-day  nuule  his 
coup  d'essai  upon  this  floor,  in  a  stvle  of  rhetoric 
which  did  himself  infinite  credit.  It  was  pleasine 
to  my  ear,  and, as  a  literary  effort,  in  harmony  with 
my  reeling,  as  an  old  professor.  Sir,  I  was  de- 
lighted with  it.  But  I  aid  start  a  little  when  that 
gentleman  pointed  with  the  finger  of  contempt  to 
this  side  ofthe  House.  •  1  noticed  the  curl  of  his  lip 
as  he  alluded  to  the  small  number  of  Whigs  now 
left  in  this  National  Council.  I  deplore  it;  and  so 
will  the  nation  deplore  it,  if  the  majority  of  this 
House  continue  to  waste  the  time  that  is  the  pro]»- 
erty  of  the  nation. 

But  let  me  sav  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Appleton] — and  I  speak  from  reading,  my 
memory  leads  me  back  to  it — that  if  there  had 
been  one  tenth  part  of  the  number  of  good  men 
in  Sodom  that  there  are  Whigs  in  this  House, 
they  would  have  saved  that  whole  city  from 
destruction.  (Laughter.]  Whether  we  shall  be 
saved  or  not  must  depend  upon  how  far  the  con- 
tamination extends,  now  far  the  corruption  of 
coalition  may  have  gone  amongst  us. 

But  there  is  another  point:  Three  or  four  days 
of  this  House  (and  if  an^  gentleman  will  fieure 
up  its  cost  they  will  find  it  something  like  three 
thousand  dollars  a  day)  have  been  spent  in  dis- 
cussing the  character  of  the  coalition  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature-^the  coalition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts — whether  Mr.  A  or  Mr.  B 
should  be  Governor.  Sir,  I  dislike  coalition;  but 
I  believe  they  are  frequently  formed  in  tolerably 
good  motives,  and  honest  persons  sacrifice  some 
part  of  their  creed  for  the  sake  of  defeating  some 
of  the  opposite  creed.  Sometimes,  I  believe,  they 
sacrifice  a  part  of  their  favorite  creed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  the  good  point  that  is  leit  of 
them.  Not  always,  but  as  a  general  rule,  I  have 
not  found  them  very  beneficial.  We  have  had 
some  little  experience  in  my  own  State,  in  which  I 
got  my  finger  into  the  vice.     [Laughter.] 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  all  the  coahtions  and. com- 
promises of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
and  elsewhere,  however  good  or  bad  they  may 
have  been,  have  no  business  in  this  House.  They 
do  not  concern  die  legislation  of  the  nation;  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  people,  or  the  legisla- 
tion for  the  people.  As  to  that  of  Massachusetts, 
of  course, the  coalition  was  to  sacrifice  a  good 
man,  and  they  did  it^  The  Whie  candidate  for 
Grovernor  was  a  good  -man.  1  Jo  not  recollect 
of  many  instances  of  the  evil  motives  or  im- 
proper circumstances  that  lead  to  a  union  forpolit- 
ical  efiects;  but  the  coaUtion  of  Pilate  and  Herod 
may  be  cited  as  an  unfavorable  instance  of  union 
of  interests,  otherwise  hostile.  But  hostile  as 
tliey  had  been,  they  were  agreed  upon  a  certain 
point,  [laughter,]  the  result  of  which,  however,  is 
better  found  elsewhere  than  quoted  here.  [Re- 
newed laughter.] 

.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  beseech  the  gentlemen  of 
the  House,  in  the  first  place,  to  paraon  the^  ap- 
pearance which  I,  older  than  a  large  majority  of 
this  House,  may  have  of  diotation,  or  of  airectidn. 
I  have  no  desire  to  place  myself  here  as  the  otnaar 


morum  of  this  House,  but  I  desire  to  preserve  the 
institutions  of  tlus  country,  in  whose  hands  soever 
tliey  are  placed  for  administration.  I  desire  tliat 
thep^ple  abroad, *in  this  nation,  who  never  come 
up  to  the  Capitol,  and  who  cannot  often  see  us,  but 
who  have  sent  their  representatives  here,  should 
know  that,  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the 
individuals  whom  they  send,  that  they,  mingling 
with  the  dignified  and  honorable  class  of  citizens 
who  represent  that  people,  still  bear  upon  them- 
selves the  toga  of  the  man,  and  the  dignity  of  the 
Senator,  and  that  this  House  should  cease  to  be 
the  place  of  party  action,  party  dictation,  and 
party  operation,  as  if  there  was  nothing  for  us  to 
consider  but  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  and 
nothing  for  us  to  stand  upon  but  the  platform  of 
Baltimore*  I  do  not  speak  lightly  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  know  their  value.  1  know  and 
approve  of  the  men,  more  than  of  their  sentiments. 
And  1  do  not  speak  lightly  of  the  machinery  of 
their  action.  It  belongs  to  them.  But  do  not  bring 
that  machinery  into  this  House;  do  not  impede 
the  progress  of  business;  do  not  starve  the  people 
who  stand  at  our  doors,  waiting  for  the  payment 
of  their  bills,  while  we  are  discussing  Questions 
mooted  by  ourselves,  which  candidate  will  be  roost 
available,  whether  it  will  be  the  old  "  fogy  **  or 
the  young  **  fogy  " — whether  it  will  be  the  man 
whcTwent  pocketless  and  penniless  over  the  Alle- 
ghanies  to  earn  a  living,  or  whether  it  will  be  he 
who  comes  back  with  his  pocket  full,  both,  sir, 
asking  for  a  place.  Let  us  have  nothing  to  do 
with  tnem  here.  Either  of  them,  if  electeid  by  a 
majority  of  the  people,  Mrill  be  the  lawful  Presi- 
dent of  this  Union,  and  will  be  entitled  to  my  re- 
spect, and,  so  far  as  he  administers  the  law,  be 
will  be  entitled  no  less  to  my  obedience;  yes,  sir, 
to  my  cheerful,  willing,  obedience  and  support. 

But,  sir,  while  t(re  are  hesitating,  the  time  is 
pasaine,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  at  stake, 
and  bills  against  our  Government — if  not  protested, 
are  at  least  liable  to*be  protested — are  not  to  be 
paid  because  we  are,  by  talking,  delaying  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bills  that  he  before  us,  and  are  wast- 
ing our  time  and  the  patience  of  the  people,  rather 
than  to  proceed  to  the  business  that  belongs  to  us. 
It  is  not  my  purpose,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  to  con- 
demn the  speeches  to  which  I  have  alluded,  or  the 
sentiments  which  I  have  examined  generally. 
There  is  a  time  and  there  is  a  place  for  all  these 
things;  but  I  say  that  this  is  not  the  time,  nor  this 
the  place.  Party  caucuses  should  be  held  by 
party  calls,  and  in  party  places,  while  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  clothed  not  only  with  the 
power  of  making  laws,  but  with  the  dignity  of 
sustaining  for  the  4>eople  the  honor  of  the  Re- 
pubUc,  and  maintaining  for  themselves  the  respect 
of  the  people,  should  in  the  time,  and  in  halls  of 
l^sUtion,  solemnize  their  minds  to  the  loftiness 
of  their  missions,  and  separate  themselves  from  all 
motives  of  action  less  than  the  good  of  the  nation 
and  the  honor  of  its  Councils. 

Mr.  McLANAHAN,  (interrupting.)  I  ask 
my  honorable  colleague,  since  he  has  attributed  to 
the  Democratic  side  of  the  House  a  delay  in  legis- 
lation, where  the  discussion  commenced  in  regard 
to  the  making  of  Presidents  and  *platforms?  I 
wish  him  to  slate  distinctly,  if  the  whole  discus- 
sion was  not  opened  upon  the  Whi^  side  of  the 
House,  by  the  gendeman  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Ca- 
bell?] 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  speaking  ofthe  dis- 
cussion which  has  taken  place  upon  tlvs  deficiency 
bill.  [Laughter.]  That  is  what  1  am  speaking 
upon;  but  since  the  whole  niatter  has  been  up,  I 
will 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  One  word  more.  All 
that  I  intend  to  say  is,  that  the  Democratic  party 
and  the  country  ore  extremely  thankful  for  the 
efibrt  which  is  made  now,  upon  the  Whig  side  of 
the  House,  to  close  this  unprofitable  discussion; 
and  it  is  hoped,  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  it 
will  close  with  the  speech  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Chandler.] 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  then  close  my  speecli 
with  the  vote  of  thanks  which  the  House,  through 
the  honorable  gentleman,  my  oolleague,  has  given 
me.    [Laughter.1 

Mr.  FREEMAN  next  addressed  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  Southern-Rights  and 
Democratic  Union  parties  in  Mississippi. 

[The  speech  of  Mr.  F.  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 


Mr.  SMITH  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 


Mr.  HART,  who  moved  that  the  coramittM 
rise;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  there  b«tn: 
upon  a  division — ayes  68,  noes  44. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  theSpeakfr 
having  resumed  the  Chair,  the  chairman  of  tk 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the8ta:e 
of  the  Union  generally  under  consideration,  tad 
particularly  House  bill  No.  207,  and  had  come  to 
no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  \^, 
of  which  previous  notice  has  been  given,  in  orde 
that  it  may  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.    What  U  u? 

Mr.  ORR.    Let  it  be  read  for  information. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  its  title,  as  foUowi: 

"  A  bill  to  authorise  tb«  Secretary  of  the  Treawrj  t» 
deposit  witb  tboseTeral  States  the  foartb  instaltoMitof^ 
dcpoaitfl  of  public  money  directed  to  be  luadc  widi  i^ 
States,  by  the  act  of  June  93, 1836.'* 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia.    I  objecL 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  ask  the  unanimtmi 
consent  of  the  House  to  allow  the  chairman  of  (ht 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  back  a  peti- 
tion which  was  referred  to  them.  It  is  from  \kt 
conductors  of  the  Kentucky  penitentiary,  aikiB^ 
pay  for  taking  care  of,  and  supporting  conricti, 
sentenced  by  the  United  States  courts  to  iht  Ken- 
tucky State  prison. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  withdraw  my  objectioo  lo  ikt 
reference  of  the  bill  offered  by  the  geoUeman  froa 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Staklt.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  wiU  be  read  a  secoui 
time,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  NABERS.  1  object.  Everybody  uf^ 
this  floor  has  more  or  less  bills  to  reler. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  Chair  undemud 
that  objection  is  made  to  the  chairman  of  theJedi- 
ciary  Uommittee  making  a  report? 

Mr.  NABERS.    I  object. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  I  would  state  to  mj 
friend  from  Mississippi  that  this  is  a  maUcr  «f 
some  interest  to  my  State.  I  have  bttntryag 
for  two  months  to  get  this  report  in.  I  oererp^ 
jected  to  airy  thing  in  my  life  upon  thia  floor. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I  am  not  disposed  to  be  k- 
tious,  and  have  never  been  since  I  came  here.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get  the  floor  wheolw 
entitled  to  it,  and  I  rcaflirm  here  now,  that  this  ob- 
jection is  not  out  of  discourtesy  to  the  geotleou 
from  Kentucky,  or  anybody  else-^not  at  aI],Bir: 
but  other  gentlemen  have  various  bills  which  thef 
desire  to  have  introduced. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.  This  U  not  a  hili 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  is  not  aware  what  1  wanted. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I  have  never  got  up  upon  the 
floor  but  what  I  have  heard  that  discordant  soaod- 
I  object. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.    Not  from  me. 

Mr.  NABERS.  No,  sir;  not  from  thegeBtJ^ 
man. 

Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE.    Mr.  Speaker — 

Mr.  NABERS.  A  single  word  more,  1  ban 
not  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  object  to 
all  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  remind  gw- 
tlemen  that  the  question  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BRECKWRIDGE.  Thcgenaemaoin^ 
Mfssissippi  did  not  insist  upon  his  objection, «w 
the  chairman  is  Kady  to  report. 

Mr.  NABERS.  I  was  going  to  say  ihii:  1  in- 
tended to  cast  no  reflection  upon  the  course  wy 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  pursue,  and  nmm 
for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  wish  to  imitate  tie 
bad  example  shown.  I  will  withdraw  my  obj«' 
tion.     f  Laughter.] 

Mr.  McLANAHAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I. am ii>- 
structed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  t" 
which  was  referred  the  claim  ofthe  Stale  of  aefl- 
tucky  against  the  United  States,  for  keeping  and 
supportmg  convicts  sentenced  by  the  United StiW 
courts  to  the  Kentucky  State  prison,  to  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  mrther  consideration  of  t** 
same. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  mouon  by  Mr.  BRECKINRIDGE,  b/ 
unanimous  consent,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  cnmted  for  tbt  mtibin'tr^^ 
above  claims  from  the  files  of  the  Hoiw,  for  tb«  l"n»«  " 
roi^rence  to  the  proper  Department. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  ask  if  objection 4a  wiidww 
to  the  introduction  of  my  bill,  for  the  puip««<« 
reference. 
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Mr.  STANTON,  of  Ohio.  I  have  risen  a  dozen 
times,  and  have  not  got  the  privilege.    I  object. 

Mr.  BARRERE,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  tlie  following  bills  as  correctly 
enrolled,  viz: 

Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Furguson,  sur- 
viving partner  of  the  firm  of  Furguson  &  Milhado; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Williams,  Staples,  A.  Wil- 
liams; an  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Miller;  and 
the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Prewitt,  widow  and  executrix  of  Robert  C.  Prew- 
itt,  deceased;  which,  severally,  were  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  want  just  to  say  to  the 
House,  that  it  is  proper  that  we  should  clear  the 
Speaker's  table  of  tne  communications  and  bills 
that  are  there.  I  therefore  ask  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's  table.  It 
^11  not  take  more  than  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  HIB6ARD.  I  wish  to  be  permitted  to 
state  that  1  have  looked  over  the  bills  upon  the 
Speaker's  table.  They  are  few  in  number,  and  I 
know  cannot  occasion  debate.  I  hope  unanimous 
consent  will  be  given  to  clear  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  SMART.    I  object. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky, 
the  House  adjourned.  v 

PETITIONS,  ac. 

7*be  (bUowiiif  petitions,  memoriali,  lie.  were  presented 

uoder  the  rule,  snd  referred  to  the  appropriste  committee*  t 

By  Mr.  PEA8LEB :  The  petition  of  Jacob  A.  Cbetley 

and  others,  ciUsem  of  New  Hampahlre,  ■gainst  the  eiten- 

Mon  of  the  Wood  worth  patent. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN :  Joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  prajring  an  appropriation  ft>r  a  caoal 
aroond  the  rapids  of  St.  Mary's  river. 

Alao,  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Lfgistaturs  of  Indiana, 
for  an  Agricultural  Bureau. 

Also,  Ute  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
asking  an  appropriation  to  erect  public  ouildings  at  Indian- 
apolis, Indiaaa. 

By  Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois  t  The  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of^  Galena,  Illinois,  praying  the  grant  of  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  eadi  member  of  the 
*«  Western  Farm  and  Village  Association." 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  C.  Harding  and  100  otheiv,  citi- 
zens of  the  countT  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Burlington,  in  Iowa,  through  Peoria,  in  Illinois,  to 
Lafkyettc,  in  Indiana. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Lemuel  Andrews  and  900  other 
citixens  of  the  county  of  Rock  Island,  m  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, against  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  ^\1:LCII  :  The  peution  of  citizens  of  Pomeroy, 
Ohio,  for  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  BURROWS :  The  memorial  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  asking 
ibr  the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural  Bureau. 

ByMr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  memorial  of  James 
McMath  and  4S  other  citizens  of  Tuscarawas  county,  In  re- 
latton  to  the  Wheeling  bridge. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  John  Patton  and  58  otiier  citi- 
zens of  Tuscarawas  county,  against  the  renewal  of  tlie 
Woodwonh  patent.' 

By  Mr.  WATKl^S :  The  petition  of  UChriUzens  of  Ten- 
nessee, for  a  post  route  fh>m  MarHhall*s  Ferry  to  Hay's 
Perry,  Tennessee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  150  citizen*  of  Tennessee,  fbr  a  post 
route  from  Svcamore  to  Sneedville,  Tennessee. 

By  Mr.  BELL :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Darke  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  praying  for  a  mail  route  fh>m  Greenville,  in  Derke 
county,  via  Dallas,  to  Celina,  in  Mercer  county. 

By  Mr.  GOODENO  W :  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  ports  of  Gardiner  and  Pittston,  in  the  district  of  Bath, 
Maine,  against  the  repeal  of  an  act  passed  March  3, 1847, 
relattttf  to  proceedings  in  admiralty,  kc. 

By  Mr.  SCHERMERHORN :  A  memorial  of  (he  city  of 
Rochester,  N«w  York,  praying  that  the  terms  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  Northern  District  of 
New  York,  may  be  appointed  by  law,  to  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Rochester,  and  ofiering  ttie  use  of  a  court-room  and  a 
law  library  free  of  any  charite. 

By  Mr.  WASHBURN  :  A  remonstrance  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Daniel  and  18  others,  of  Penobscot  county,  Maine,  against 
the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  Austin  k.  Zebulon  Parker. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  M.  Buck  and  51  others,  of  said 
ooonty,  againnt  the  same. 

By  Mr.  SIBLEY !  The  memorial  of  676  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  New  York  city,  praving  the  grant 
of  160  acres  of  land  to  each  member  of  the  **  Western  Farm 
and  Village  Association,"  said  grants  to  be  selected  Oom 
any  part  of  the  public  domain  between  Lake  Michigan  and 
ibe  Rocky  Mountains,  uptm  condition  that  improvement 
and  settlement  be  made  thereon  before  the  15th  of  July, 
1853. 

By  Mr.  BENNETT  :  A  petiUon  of  Ud  citizens  of  Bain- 
bridge,  Chenango  .county.  New  York,  in  behalf  of  the 
I >  Western  Farm  and  Village  Association  'Mn  New  York. 

By  Mr.  CHANDLER :  Three  remonstrances  of  numer- 
oua  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  against  a  renewal  of  tlie  patent 
for  Woodworth's  planing  machine. 

Also,  ankedand  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
uer«  of  Alice  Dowlin,  to  be  referred  to  the  ComniiUee  on 
Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr;4  VES :  A  memorUU  of  75  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Jefferson,  New  York,  on  behalf  of  the  <<  Western  Farm 
and  Villa^  Association  "  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Bv  Mr.  DOTY  :  The  petition  of  Charles  Combe,  Edgar 
M.  haddock  and  oth^r  citizens  of  Ripon,  in  Wlscomnn, 
a«kin|  for  a  grant  of  160  acres  of  land  to  the  members 
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of  the  Western  Farm  and  Vitlnee  Association,  anywhere 
between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Massachusetts;  The  memorial 
of  Alonzo  Stewart  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  "  Western 
Form  and  Village  Association'*  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  ASHE :  The  petition  of  Duncan  McBride  and 
others,  against  the  extension  of  the  Parker  patent.  ^ 

By  Mr.  BRI60S :  A  memorial  from  officers  of  banks  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  to  abolish  the  spirit 
ration  in  the  Navy. 

Also,  a  memorial  firom  insurance  companies  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  asking  Congress  to  abolish  the  spirit  ration  In 
the  Navy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  asking  Congress  to  abolish  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
Navy. 

Alfto,  a  memorial  of  sundry  cittsens  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  abolish  the  spirit  ration  in  the  Navy. 

By  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Illinois:  The-petition  of  L.  W.  WU- 
lisand  others,  citizens  of  Massac  county,  Illinois,  asking 
that  a  mail  route  may  be  established  A'om  Metropolis  city, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  via  Biookljm,  to  Paducah,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  MACE :  The  memorial  of  Jerome  B.  Odell  and 
Tehumacus  Odell,  assistant  marshals  of  Tippecanoe  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  asking  additional  pay  for  taking  the  census. 

By  Mr.  GROW:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penniylvania,for  a  mail  roiMaftom  Dundaff, 
in  said  county,  to  Lanesboro,  on  the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad,  in  said  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Bradford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, for  a  mail  route  from  West  Franklin  (losc  oAce, 
in  said  county,  to  Alba  post  office,  in  said  eoua^. 

Also,  the  petition  of  cuizens  of  Susquehannah  and  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  intervention. 

Also,  a  remonstrance  of  163  citizens  of  Susquehannah 
county,  against  the  renewal  of  tlie  Woodworth  patent. 

BvBir.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana:  The  memorials  of  Thomas 
C.  W.  Sale,  J.  B.  Hays,  and  Jarid  C.  Joceljm,  of  Indiana, 
pmjring  additional  compensation  for  their  servtcei  ih  taking 
the  Seventh  Census. 


IN  SENATE. 

THxmsoAT,  Manh  18,  1852^. 

Prayer  by  the  Rey.  LirrtBTOV  P.  AfbftOAK. 

The  PRESIDENT  i>ro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commuBication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  reaolation  of  the  15th 
instant,  tranamittin§:a  map  ^the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  compiled  by  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant 
John  G.  Parker;  which  waa  read. 

On  motion' by  Mr.  CHASE,  it  was 

Ordertdf  That  the  report  be  printed,  and  that  the  map  be 
engraved  under  the  direction  or  the  Topographical  Bureau. 

.  A  motion  by  Mr.  CHASE,  to  print  two  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  the  report  and  accom- 
panying map,  was  referred  (o  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  S^rettury  of  War,  communi- 
catinct  m  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  amount  that  has  been  paid  to  officers  of 
the  Army  during  the  year  ending  July  1,  1851,  on 
account  of  double  rations;  which  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  iem.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secreuiry  of  War,  communica- 
ting, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
the  amount  paid  to  officers  holding  brevet  com- 
missions above  the  amount  of  their  pay  in  the  line 
during  the  year  ending  July  1, 1851;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  WisconMn  relative  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  district  court  for  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  three  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  Wiscon- 
sin, prating  an  extension  of  the  traie  for  which 
preiimpttons  to  the  public  lands  are  granted; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Le^lature  of  California  relative  to  the  civil  fund 
of  tnat  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Califor- 
nia in  favor  of  increasing  theMilariesof  the  United 
States  district  judges  in  uiat  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Mississippi,  praying  a  reduction  of 
uieprice  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Augusta  and 
Washington  land  districtB;  which  was  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  DODQE,  of  Wisooaain,  presented  a jpeti-, 
tiqn  of  residents  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  Wis- 


consin, praying  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner 
to  examine  and  settle  all  questions  of  controversy 
relating  to  lands  in  the  Stockbridge  reservation ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiiirs, 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  the  petition  of  A. 
W.  Denham,  praying  an  extra  compensation  for 
services  aa  superintendent  of  laborers  during  the 
erection  of  the  General  Post  Office  btiilding;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  files  ofthe  Senate,  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  be  referred  to  the 
Commiuee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SUMNER,  it  was 

Orderedf  That  W.  W.  Chapman  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

REPORT  FROM  A  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Clainis,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  William  Grayson,  of 
the  revolutionary  army,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
conipanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way  and  make  a 
donation  of  public  land  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
to  aid  tn  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Man- 
itoowoc  to  the  Mississippi  river,  in  that  State. 

A  bill  to  restrict  and  fimit  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Wisconsin. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  GEYER,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  to  the  State  of  Missouri  two 
per  centum  of  tine  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  therein,  heretofore  reserved  under  a  compact 
with  said  State;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

CREDIT  TO  RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

ActotosdL  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  he  instructed 
to  tnqaire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  to  railroad  compa- 
nies twelve  noatlks'  time  in  whieh.to  pay  the  duty  on  rail* 
road  iron. 

BATTLE  OF  CERRO  GORDO. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration: 

Rctffrerf.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
f^tfnteh  lo  tse  Senate  a  copy  or  the  supplemental  report  of 
the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  made  by  General  Q.  J.  Fillow 
to  General  W.  Scott,  recently  filed  in  the  War  Department 
by  General  Scott,  and  which  has  never  beea  poblifthed. 

POSTAL  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  SUMNER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions for  consideration: 

Rssofoed.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to 
report  to  tlie  Senate  the  whole  number  of  letters  whioh 
passed  thronngfa  the  post  offices  of  the  United  States  during  . 
the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30. 1851,  distinguishing  the  paid 
from  the  unpaid,  those  paid  at  stamps  from  those  paia  by 
cash,  also  the  ntunber  of  fVee  letters. 

Also,  the  aggregate  niuiber  of  drop  letters  during  the  same 
period. 

Also,  the  amount  of  printed  matter,  number  of  newspa- 
pers and  periodicals  sent  through  the  post  offlcM  during  the 
same  period,  distinguishing  the  paid  from  the  IVee ;  and  if 
this  be  not  pmefteaue,  then  to  ftnmish  an  estimate  thereof. 

Also,  the  Yiumber  of  dead  letters  returned  to  the  Cieneral 
PoMt  Office  during  the  same  period,  and  the  amount  of  post- 
age due  thereon ;  the  amount  of  property  found  in  the  same ; 
the  amount  restored  to  ownert.  and  the  amount  (hr  which 
no  owners  have  been  (bund,  and  the  diaposltion  made  of  the 
balance  on  hand. 

AIko,  Uie  coat  of  the  tranmortaiion  of  the  mails  and  the 
postage  collected  in  each  or  the  several  States  daring  the 
same  period. 

Also,  tlie  aumber  of  letleni  conveyed  during  the  saoae 
period  by  the  Cunard,  Collins,  Bremen,  and  Havre  lines  of 
steamers  rei^iectively.  distinguishing  the  paid  from  the  un- 
paid ;  also  the  number  of  newspapers  conveyed  by  the 
same  lines  respectively,  and  the  amonnt  of  postage  collected 
on  the  same. 

Also,  to  report  the  amount  of  postage  collected  by  each  of 
the  said  lines,  in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  re- 
spectively ;  and  tlie  amount  of  commissions  paid  lb  our 
postmasters  on  the  balaaeedne  and  paid  lo  the  British  Oov- 
emmenLon  account  of  postage. 

Also,lbe  number  of  dead  letters  returned  to  the  Uiritsd 
States  and  Great  Britain  respecUvely,  under  the  poetal 
ueaty,  andihe  amount  of  posnge  due  thereon. 
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Abo.  the  same  wiU>  regard  to  dead  letters  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  Bremen  respectively. 

Aiao,  ttie  amount  required  trom  and  paid  to  the  British 
Government  on  account  of  closed  mails,  and  the  rates  per 
ounce  of  such  conveyance. 

Also,  the  amount  paid  for  the  transmissioo  of  letters  to 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  to  China  by  the  Oriental  line 
of  steamers;  also  the  nombor  of  letters  sent  to  China,  via 
MarseiUes. 

Also,  the  number  of  letters  conveyed  between  New  York 
and  California,  and  also  between  New  York  and  Oregon, 
via  Chagres  and  Panama,  and  the  amount  of  postage  col- 
lected thereon,  distinguishing  the  paid  from  the  unpaid,  and 
the  number  of  (tee  letters,  and  the  number  of  newspapers, 
and  the  postage  thereon. 

Also,  the  number  of  letters  and  newspapers  conveyed  by 
the  Charleston  and  Havana  steamer,  and  the  amount  of 
postage  collected  thereon. 

AIM,  the  number  of  ship  letters  received  during  the  same 
period  in  the  offices  of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount 
paid  for  the  same. 

Rtsolmedy  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested,  in 
his  next  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1853,  to  imbo«iy  answers  for  that  period  to  the  inquiries  in 
the  preceding  resolution. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  seTerally  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  jgranting  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Hannibal  to 
Saint  Joseph,  in  said  State. 

The  title  of  the  above  bill  was  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  words  ** construction  of,"  and 
inserting  **  certain  railroads  in  that  State.'* 
.  A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  the  right 
of  way  and  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  to  aiain 
the  construction  of  the  Arkansas  Central  railroad 
from  a  point  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  opposite  the  town  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
by  way  of  Little  Rock,  to  a  point  on  Red  river, 
on  the  border  of  Texas. 

The  bill  having  first  been  amended  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Borland,  by  inserting  at  the  end  of 
the  third  section  the  following  words: 

**  Which  land  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  offered  at  pub- 
lie  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  entry 
until  they  shall  have  been  so  offered  at  public  sale." 

The  title  of  the  above  bill  was  amended  by 
striking  out  all  afler  the  words  **  construction  of,'* 
and  inserting  *< certain  railroads  in  that  State.'* 

A  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  ri^ht 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land,  for  making 
a  railroad  from  Selma  to  the  Tennessee  river. 

A  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  straightening 
the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  naval  hospitiu 
lands  at  New  York. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to 
select  the  residue  of  the  lands  to  which  that  State 
is  entitled,  under  the  act  of  the  8th  of  August, 
1846,  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection 
of  a  marine  hospital  at  Portland^  Maine. 

ASSIGNABILITY  OF  LAND  WARRANTS. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  receivM-  by  Mr.  Fornet,  its  Clerk,  announ- 
cing that  the  House  bad  agreed  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill  to  make  land 
warrants  assignable,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  above  bill,  and  it 
amended  accordingly. 


NON-I NTE  RV  ENTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  affirming  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention; when 

Mr.  JONEIS,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  at  length  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CASS  replied,  and  Mr.  JONES,  rejoined. 

[For  the  speech  of  Mr.  Jokes,  and  reply  of  Mr. 
Cass,  see  Appendix.^ 

Mr.  SOULE.  I  wish  to  say  something  on  this 
question,  and  I  wish  to  deliver  my  views  as  early 
as  may  be  convenient  to  the  Senate.  I  would  not 
undertake  now  to  address  the  Senate,  as  it  is 
rather  late;  but  with'The  leave  of  the  Senate  I  will 
take  possession  of  the  floor,  and  move  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  Monday. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  President,  I  want  simply  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michi^n  to  one  fact,  in  which  I  think  he  is  mis- 
taken m  regard  to  the  history  of  the  resolution  to 
which  he  has  rtfsrrsd.    When  he  spoke  of  having 


introduced  the  resolution  which  was  voted  down, 
I  supposed  that  he  referred  to  the  resolution  which 
he  introduced  in  relation  to  suspending  diplomatic 
relations  with  Austria. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  did. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  I  have  some  recollection 
of  that  resolution.  1  felt  some  interest  in  it  at  the 
time,  and  I  think  if  the  honorable  Senator  will 
examine  the  matter,  he  will  find  that  he  is  mista- 
ken. On  the  15ih  of  December,  1849,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  session,  the  honorable  Senator 
introduced  his  resolution  in  relation  to  suspending 
diplomatic  relations  w^ith  Austria.  I  proposed  an 
amendment  to  it.  It  was  called  up  several  times, 
and  several  gentlemen  addressed  tne  Senate  upon 
it  until  the  5th  of  February,  1850,  and  then  Mr. 
Foote,  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  Senate  from 
Mississippi,  stated  that  he  held  in  his  hand  certain 
resolutions  which  he  proposed  to  offer,  and  that 
one  was  to  be  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  SouLE,]  and  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  had  consented  to  receive  those 
three  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  his  original 
one.  I  withdrew  my  amendment  then,  and  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Foote  those  resolutions  were 
assigned  and  made  the  special  order  for  a  future 
day.  They  were  never  called  up  afterwards,  and 
there  was  never  any  vote  taken  upon  them  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  as  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate  will  show.  That  is  the  statement  which  I 
desired  to  make. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
a  vote  had  been  taken. 

Mr.  HALE.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  vote  taken. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  there  was  not  a  vote  taken,  it 
was  because  it  was  evident  that  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  wefe  not  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

The  nfbtion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  lySPRESENTATIVES. 
Thurid  AT,  JlforcA  18,1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Littletok  F.  Moroak. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  wish  to  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  for  leave  to  move  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  business  upon  the  Speaker's 
table,  so  far  as  to  take  up  and  refer  certain  Elxecu- 
tive  communications  and  certain  bills  from  the 
Senate.  If  the  House  will  permit  me  to  say,  I 
have  looked  over  the  bills  from  the  Senate.  They 
are  few  in  number,  and  I  am  confident  the  question 
of  their  reference  can  occasion  no  debate.  It  is 
understood  I  wish  for  leave  to  proceed  so  far  as  to 
take  up  these  two  classes  of  cases:  reports  from 
Executive  Departments  and  bills  from  the  Senate. 

Objection  was  made. 

M  r.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ^ the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  business  first  in  order 
is  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones  J  in  view  of  the  con- 
dition of  deba^  upon  the  deficiency  bill,  will  not 
press  that  now. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  no  control 
over  that  question  at  all. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  ask  the  House  to  pass  that 
over  for  to-day,  as  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill 
is  limited  to  four  o'clock  to-oay.  I  have  therefore 
submitted  the  motion  to  go  into  committee. 

Mr.  JONES.  It  will  take  up  but  litUe  time. 
The  call  for  the  previous  question  has  been  sec- 
onded. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  regular  business 
in  order,  but  the  Chair  thinks  it  competent  for  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  to  make  his  motion. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  go 
into  committee,  as  this  is  a  very  important  ques- 
tion— as  much  so  as  the  deficiency  bill--and 
should  be  disposed  of  immediately. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hous- 

TOW — 

Mr.  HART  called  for  tellers,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  Fuller,  of  Maine,  and  Ha- 
ven were  appointed. 

Mr.  COBB.  If  we  take  up  for  consideration 
the  report  of  the  eommittte  of  confertocs  mn  the 


bill  for  the  assignability  of  land  warrants,  I  vooij 
inquire  whether  it  would  take  up  more  than  thmr 
or  forty  minutes? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  unable  to  tt^ 
to  the  gentleman.  He  cannot  determine  bov 
long  it  will  take. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  iitW 
negative — the  tellers  having  reported— ayes  Si, 
noes  66. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  theCofflmittet 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A8SI0NABIUTT  OF  BOUNTY  LAKD  VAI- 
RANTS — REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  Of 
CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  JONES  called  up  for  consideration  theih 
port  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  the  question  of  ik« 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  cod- 
ference,  the  call  for  the  previous  question  vuik- 
ondfd.  The  question  now  is,  shall  the  main qiw- 
tion  be  now  put?    It  was  so  ordered. 

The  question'  now  being  on  concurring  in  tb 
report  or  the  committee  of  conference, 

Mr.  JONEIS  demanded  the  yeasand  nayt-.wbid 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  ask  for  the  readiiig  of  the  biQ  ■ 
proposed  to  be  amended. 

Mr. HOUSTON.  lobject.  Iwanttogetlhrwgfc 
with  this  business. 

Mr«  COBB.  I  rise  to  a  ouestion  of  order.  Ifi 
request  is  made  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  vlitcb 
is  objected  to,  should  not  the  question  be  put  totlu 
House ^   I  am  opposed  to  this  one  man  power. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentlemen  will  lista 
to  the  facts,  the  Chair  will  state  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  and  the  bill  u  im- 
posed to  be  amended,  was  read  on  festeru^ 
The  Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  My  coll«igue  wifl  fad  ii  ie 
the  Globe,  where  he  can  read  it,  and  andnsiiiA 
it  much  betterjhan  if  it  were  read  from  the  d«t 

Mr.  BOCOCK.  Is  the  vote  about  to  betAJn 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  a* 
ference? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  beiwp* 
is  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendments  propoeed  V 
the  committee  of  conference  to  the  bill  mikJBj 
land  warrants  assignable.  It  is  upon  the  adoptisa 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  report  of 
the  conunittee  was  adopted — yeas  93,  nayi  69; u 
follow: 

TEAS— Me«wn.  Aiken,  WUis  ADen,  Alluos,  WiS» 
AppletOD,  Ashe,  Barrens,  Bartlett,  Bell,  Bibi|l»i»,  B«w, 
Brag;,  Breckinridge,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Bvri?,  E  Cirini- 
ton  Cal>eU,  ThooipMMi  Campbell,  ChorcbwHI,  Ort, 
Cleveland,  Clinginao,  Cobb,  Confer,  Culkw,  Mm  C^ 
via.  Doty,  Duncan,  Eastman,  Edtertoo,  Eitot*^ 
Faulkner,  FIcklin,  Fitch,  Henry  M.  Fnller,  Gtmyf ,  G«J 
lord,  IGentry.  Oiddingt,  Goodenow,  Gomao,  H«^«^ 
W.  Harris,  Hart,  Hendricka,  Thomaa  M.  How«,A^ 
Jobnaon,  John  Johnaon,  Robert  W.  Jobncon,  y»"*JT. 
Jonca,  George  G.  King,  Kulina,  Kurtz,  Landry.  Wf^ 
Mace,  Edward  C.  Manhall,  Humphrey  MarsluU,  MeJto, 
Miller,  Molony,  John  Moore,  Morriaoa,  Nabei».  N«^ 
Andrew  Parker,  Skmuel  W.  Parker,  Peaa,  r«Mi** 
Polk,  Price,  Ricbardaon,  Robinaon,  8ack«,  SW» 
Smart,  Frederick  P.  Suuiton,  Richard  H.  SiaaloajAJ* 
ham  P.  Stevena,  Slone,  Soatton,  Strotber.  Swart,  Tijw, 
Benjamin  Thompaon,  Thuraton,  Walab,  ward,  Wa*Nj 
Watkina,  Welch,  Addiaon  While,  Wilcox,  anijij*^ 

NAYS— Meaws.  Averett,  Bocock,  Brooka,  BaA  w- 
rowa,  Joaeph  Cable,  Lewia  D.  Campbell,  Cha|waa,Cii» 
Daniel,  Dawaon,  Dimmick,  Duoham,  !>""*; J2J* 
Fkiyd,  Fowler,  Thoroaa  J.  D.  Fuller,  Gil«<»Wv*?!TSr 
Isham  G.  Hania,  Hawa,  Haacall,  Haven,  Bi\i^»^ 
ford.  Houaton,  Hdward,  Thomas  Y.  How,Ive*jJ»w 
Jenkina,  Jamea  Johnaon,  Georce  W.  J«»«^^J2II2 
Jonee,  Preaton  King,  Letcher,  Martin.  Ma«»B,  Mciw*^ 
McLanahan,  McMullin,  McQueen,  Millwa,  H.  D.M««' 
Morehead,  Murray,  Olda,  Orr,  Peaalee.  Perkw,  »»■ 
merhom,  Schoolcraft,  Schoonmaker,  »ca^»J*2T"Jr 
Seymour,  Origcn  8.  Seymour,  Smilh,  Bentoaiia  «wjj 
Sutherland,  George  W.  Thompaon,  Tiwk,  Veaawe,  »»■■ 
lace,  WeUa,  Alexander  White,  WiMrick,  Hdl»»^  « 
Woodward— 69. 

So  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted, ipJ 
the  bfll  in  the  form  published  in  the  proceeding* « 

yestoday,  has  passed.  - .   «.m 

Mr.  BEALE,  during  the  pendency  <*[^^ 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  on  the  grosw 
that  he  did  not  know  the  character  of  ikt  nf^ 
upon  which  he  was  called  to  vote.  . 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  would  eu^»^ 

the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  "^"[j^^ 
should  have  been  made  under  the  role,  •"^ 
call  of  the  roll  was  commenced.    There  cw  mJJ 
vote  upon  a  proposition  to  excuse  dunnj  »•  w 
iof  of  the  roll. 
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Mr.  COBB,  when  his  name  wai  called,  said:  I 
▼ote  in  the  affirmative,  but  am  opposed  to  a  part 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  report  was  adopted,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agpreed  to. 

DBFICIENCT   BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Stvart  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bfll.  No.  207, 
making  appropriation  to  supply  deficiencies  for  the 
£scal  year  enaing  June  30,  1852. 

Mr.  SMITH,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  for  an  hour,  principally 
upon  the  subject  of  the  census  printing.  He  ex- 
pressed some  views  in  opposition  to  the  form  in 
which  it  was  proposed  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  to  have  that  work  executed.  He  was  in 
favor  of  rejecting  somuch  of  the  matter  proposed  to 
be  printed — that  is,  the  medical  statistics  and  the 
historic  part — and  was  in  favor  of  printing  the 
'work  in  a  reduced  form,  and  on  a  more  economical 
scale.  He  expressed  some  views  in  regard  to  the 
Presidency,  and  in  opposition  to  taking  up  for  that 
office  defeated  candidates,  and  resuming  old  issues. 
He  preferred  progress,  and  a  young  or  new  candi- 
date. 

Mr.  NABERS  next  addressed  the  committee,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Smith,]  in  regard  to  the  unfitness  of 
the  old  presidential  candidates.  He  thought  that 
the  progressive  doctrines  advanced  by  that  gentle- 
man now  were  totally  at  variance  with  those  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  regard  to  the  principles  of  Kos- 
■uth.  He  (Mr.  N.)  was  disposed  rather  to  adhere 
to  the  conservative  policy  of  our  government  rather 
than  upon  any  idea  of  progress  to  take  up  **  Young 
America"  and  new  and  dangerous  doctrines.  He 
entered  at  some  length  into  Mississippi  politics, 
and  defended  the  position  of  the  Union  party  of 
that  State. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  then  ad- 
dressed the  committee,  principally  in  reply  to  that 
portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  BaEcxiifRiDOc]  identif3ring  Mr. 
Fillmore  with  the  Abolition  party,  because  he  had, 
when  a  Representative  on  that  floor  from  New 
York,  votea  against  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise, 
inhibiting  the  consideration  of  abolition  petitions. 
He  maintained  that  \f  it  was  wrong  for  Mr.  Fill- 
more to  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that  resolu- 
tion, it  was  equally  wrong  wnen  the  Democratic 
party  subsequently  Toted  for  the  rescision  of  this 
yery  rule.  He  maintained  that  President  Fillmore 
was  national  and  conservative  in  his  views  on  the 
•lave  question. 

[The  above  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  have  sought 
anxiously  to-day  what,  in  the  history  of  this  Con- 
gress, would  have  been  a  somewhat  extraordinary 
thing — to  obtain  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  aa- 
dressing  the  House  upon  the  business  legitimately 
before  us,  (the  deficiency  bill,)  and  whicli  we  were 
sent  here  to  transact.  We  have  had  that  bill  but 
a  very  few  days  under  discussion — a  bill  which 
appropriates  about  $3,000,000.  I  have  never  ex- 
amined the  whole  bill,  and  only  wish  to  speak 
upon  those  appropriations,  into  the  investigation 
of  which  the  committee,  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
have  hitherto  gone.  I  speak  of  that  portion  of 
the  deficiency  bill  which  makes  appropriation  for 
the  Indian  service  of  the  country.  During  the 
whole  time  which  has  been  spent  upon  this  bill, 
we  have  heard  nothing  but  a  squabble  about  presi- 
dential candidatefl»— a  matter  which  I  humbly  sub- 
mit is  premature  and  unfortunate  for  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  which  none  who  have  been 
engaged  in  it  will  be  able  to  say,  that  they  have 
distin^ished  themselves  for  prudence.  They 
should  have  waited  until  such  time  as  these  ques- 
tions come  up  legitimately — when  there  was  a  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency — and  then  discuss  those 
sabjecta;  and  allow  us.  In  the  mean  time,  to  take 
up  and  consider  what  was  truly  the  business  of 
the  House,  and  that  is,  the  various  bills  brought 
before  us  for  consideration. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
\f  eans  enforced,  yesterday,  upon  this  House  the 
lecessity  of  closing  the  debate  upon  this  bill  to- 
Uy ,  with  a  full  knowledge — I  sptak  of  it  in  no 


unkindly  sense  to  the  gentleman,  but  I  condemn 
it  as  a  thing  that  wras  wrong,  and  as  a  thing  that  1 
never  knew  in  my  term  of  service  to  be  done  here- 
tofore by  the  Committee  of  Ways  an^  Means — 
that  a  committee,  parallel  with  his«own  in  point 
of  business  upon  a  particular  subject,  had  that 
subject  under  consideration,  and' had  asked  for 
time  to  develop  facts  whidi  might  b^  laid  belore 
this  House  for  its  consideration,  in  regard  to  the 
interests  of  this  Government  and  the  service  of  a 

Srticular  branch  thereof.  I  asked,  then,  of  this 
ouse,  only  until  to-morrow,  that  we  might  be 
able  to  conclude  our  investigation  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Indian  service,  but  it  was  denied. 
It  was  denied  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means,  who  knew  more  about  the  business  of  my 
committee  than  I  knew  myself,  or  than  anybody 
else  knew.  I  am  sorry  the  House  thought  so, 
and  closed  this  debate  to-day.  What  is  the  re- 
sult? We  worked  until  twelve  o'clock  last  night, 
and  again  until  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  and  without 
being  able  to  get  through  with  the  entire  investi- 
gation. We  are  satisfied  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  erred,  in  striking  out  thir- 
teen out  of  twenty-six  items  of  appropri|ition  for 
Indian  service.  When  I  come  in  here  to  state 
these  facts  to  the  House,  I  am  unable  to  get  the 
floor;  and  now  I  have  five  minutes  to  go  into  the 
investigation  of  a  subject  which  it  would  take  me 
an  hour  to  do  justice  to  or  to  explain  to  the  House. 
I  am  not  famed  for  consuming  the  time  of  the 
House  for  purposes  of  Buncombe  or  of  personal 
display. 

I  ask  the  House,  what  are  you  to  do  when  you 
come  to  vote  upon  these  questions?  I  know  I 
shall  stand  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
A  flairs  to  ofl^er,  as  amendments  to  the  deficiency 
bill,  a  large  number  of  the  items  for  Indian  ser- 
vice which  have  been  rejected  by  the  Ways  'and 
Means;  and  I  shall  have  but  five  minutes  to  ex- 
plain the  necessity  of  those  items,  many  of  which 
could  not  be  explained  in  ten  or  fiAeen  minutes. 
Debate  ought  to  be  heard  'on  both  sides,  as  to 
whether  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  did  right 
in  rejecting  these  items.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Aflfairs  believe  they  can  show  satisfactorily  to  the 
House  that  they  did  wrong[  in  rejecting  them;  but 
it  cannot  be  done  in  five  minutes.  I  would  scorn 
to  go  into  the  consideration  of  any  subject  in  five 
minutes.  I  merely  want  to  show  the  House  the 
condition  that  this  business  has  been  brought  into 
by  the  hasty  and  sudden  closing  of  debate;  and 
that,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  protest  (^a  member  of 
the  committee,  who  declared  that  the  debate  ought 
not  to  be  closed,  and  could  not  be  closed,  without 
a  risk  of  great  and  serious  injury  to  the  service  of 
the  country,  and  to  that  portion  of  the  service  in 
which,  if  there  is  heart,  and  soul,  and  feeling,  in 
the  bosom  of  the  American  people,  they  ought  to 
be  most  peculiarly  guarded  to  see  that  there  is  no 
injustice  done. 

Mr.  POLK,  (interrupting.)  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me,  I  will  move,  by  unanimous  consent, 
that  he  be  permitted  to  go  into  this  investigation. 
I  consider  this  a  matter  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. I,  myself,  know  nothing  about  it.  No  argu- 
ment has  been  addressed  to  it  at  all,  and  I  should 
be  obliged  to  vote  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  state  that  when  this  de- 
bate was  closed  yesterday,  the  sameiiot  haste  pre- 
vailing, after  the  wrong  itself  was  consummated,  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  resolution  and 
that  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  way  in  which  I  can  obtain  a  hearing, 
for  if  it  depends  on  unanimous  consent,  I  presume 
in  a  House  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  there 
would  always  be  somebody  to  object  to  every- 
thing. Yes,  even  the  light  of  heaven  is  objected 
to  here. 

Mr.  POLK.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 
I  will,  with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman,  move 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Very  well.  I  wm'give  way 
for  that  motion,  trusting  that  when  next  we  go 
into  committee,  I  shall  be  allowed,  by  unanimous 
consent,  to  explain  the  items;  if  not  the  Indian 
service  con  take  its  course. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordino^ly  rose,  and  theSpeaker 
having  xesumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had  the  Union 
generally  under  consideration,  and  particularly 


House  bill  No.  207, and  had  come  to  no  cooclusion 
thereon. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  OF  OREGON. 

Mr.  LANE,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolutions;  which  were  severally 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to; 

RtMohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence with  John  P.  Gaines,  Governor  of  the  TerrHory  of 
Oregon,  >relitfiire  to  the  location  anil  estaMishment  of  the 
•eat  of  (overoroent  of  said  Territory. 

ReioJved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  r» 
quested  to  lay  before  this  Hou«e,  a  copy  of  tlie  correspond- 
ence between  tlrnt  Department,  and  6.  Hamilton,  Secre- 
tary of  Oregon  relative  to  the  location  of  the  seal  of  goi^ 
emment  of  said  Territory,  and  the  mileage  and  per  diem  of 
the  members  and  officers  of  the  Legisfative  Assembly  of 
said  Territory. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  have  a  drawer  full  of  reporta 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which!  nsk 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  permit  me 
to  present. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
thwart  my  colleague  in  anything,  but  I  object. 
[Laughter.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MEADE,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  lie,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  ap|m>|Niate  committees  : 

By  Mr.  St  MARTIN :  The  petitioner  of  John  B.-  Coop^ 
er,  claiming  remuneration  for  Kisses  sustained  in  the  war  of 
181S. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ohio:  The  memorial  of  David 
McFarland  and  William  VTelty,  of  Ta^carawas  county,  a»k> 
ing  additional  compensation  for  taking  the  Seventh  Census. 

By  Mr.  ASHE :  The  memorial  of  Edward  B.  Dudley  and 
others,  eitixens  of  North  Carolina,  against  the  extensioo  of 
the  Woodworth  paient  for  planing  boards,  lie. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  D:  Wilhanis  and  others,  cit- 
izens of  Nordi  Carolina,  against  the  ezteosiou  of  the  Pvker 
patent. 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS :  The  petilioiM  of  John  D.  Smith, 
of  Tipton  county,  and  P.  Hutton,  of  Marion  county,  in  tli* 
State  of  Indiana,  late  assistant  marshals  of  said  counties, 
praying  that  additional  compensation  be  made  to  the  assist- 
ant marshals  for  serviees  in  taking  the  Sevenlh  Census  of 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia:  The  petition  of  E. 
S.  M.  Hfll  and  130  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Logan, 
against  the  renewal  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  P.  Peterson  and  others,  in 
relation  to  the  collision  of  steam  boats  on  the  western 
waters,  and  the  best  mode  of  preventing  the  same. 

By  Mr.  SCUDDER:  The  petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Rob. 
bins  and  others,  owners  of  schooner  Mediim  lost  at  sea, 
for  an  allowance  of  fishing  bouniy. 

By  Mr.  BOWIE :  The  petition  of  John  H.  Bright,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  bounty  land  due  his  ancle,  William 
Bright,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

By  Mr.  McDONALD  :  The  petition  of  Hcyace  Parker, 
for  iucrearc  of  pay  Ibr  bis  services  at  navy-yard  in  Kittasy, 
M^ne. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania :  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  **  relating  to  Smith  O'Brien 
and  his  associates  in  exile ;"  and  also  in  reference  to  tha 
establishment  of  a  navy-yard  dep6t  and  dry-dock  on  the 
Lake  fh>ntier. 


IN  SENATE. 

FaiDAT,  Mareh  19, 1853. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Mo  roaw. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  Preaident,  a  letter  has  jual 
been  published  in  the  Union,  addressed  by  Colonel 
Davis  to  the  editors  of  the  Mississippian,  and 
copied  from  the  latter  paper,  which,  relating  as  it 
does,  to  some  of  the  positions  I  have  taken  in  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  seems  to  me  to  require 
some  remarks;  especially  as  my  true  views,  in  ons 
respect  at  least,  are  misunderstood.  I  have  to 
thank  Colonel  Davis  for  the  justice  he  has  dona 
me,  with  that  spirit  of  frankness  which  becomes 
his  character.  And,  while  he  dissents  from  my 
conclusions,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  he  bears  tes- 
timony against  an  odious  charge,  never,  indeed » 
resting  upon  t)\^  slightest  foundation  of  truth,  that 
I  designed^  to  deceive  the  South,  as  to  my  rea) 
opinions,  in  mv  Nicholson  letter.  Some  time 
since,  when  I  first  learned  this  accusation,  I  ap- 
pealed to  Southern  Senators  upon  this  floor,  and 
said  it  was  well  known  to  many  of  them,  that  the 
plain  language  of  my  letter  corresponded  with  my 
views,  and  that  my  opinions  were  perfectly  tmder- 
stood  when  the  letter  was  first  published.  You 
will  recollect,  sir,  that  not  one  member  contra- 
dicted this  8tateine{^t,and  that  several  of  them  gave 
their  assent  to  it,  and  among  these  was  Colon^ 
Davis. 

I  ass  not  going  into  a  review  of  the  old  aoDtro* 
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verty,  connected  with  the  general  sabiect  o£  the 
Wilmot  proviso.     I  desire,  principally,  to  put 
myself  n^ht,  in  one  particular,  wnere  Colonel 
Davis  has  misunderstood  me.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  when  my  Nicholson  letter  was  written,  we  ! 
had  not  acquired  California.    It  was  yet  during 
tiie  existence  of  the  war,  and  the  principles  I  dis- 
cussed had  therefore  relation  to  the  usual  form  of 
territorial  governments,  as  established  by  the  au- 
thority of  Congress.    My  object  was  to  show  that 
Congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  insert  the 
Wilmot  proviso  in  the  organic  laws,  because  the 
right  to  establish  such  governments  being  founded 
upon  necessity  alone,  could  extend  no  further  than 
that  necessity  required,  which  is^  satisfied  when 
the  governments  are  organized,  leaving  to  thepeo- 
pie  all  other  rights  in  their  administration.   Txiese 
organic  laws,  all  of  them  indeed,  grant  or  recog- 
nize the  right  of  legislation  in  the  Territories,  to 
be  exercised  in  the  mode  pointed  out.    It  is  a  gen- 
eral power,  embracing  all  the  objects  of  human 
legislation,  unless  in  particular  cases,  where  re- 
strictions are  imposed.    My  opinion  is,  that  Con- 
gress can  impose  no  restriction  upon  the  power 
to  r^ilate  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  in- 
cluding the  condition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
any  more  than  they  can  upon  the  relations  of  hus- 
band and  wife,  or  of  parent  and  child.     Every 
Territorial  L^islature  which  has  existed  has  ex- 
ercised full  power,  uncontrolled  power,  over  the 
two  latter  domestic  relations,  by  virtue  of  being 
the  depositories  of  legislative  authority,  and  not 
because  those  objects,  or  indeed  any  others,  were 
specially  committed  to  their  charge;  thus  assuming 
tnat  it  is  a  just  object  for  such  action,  in  conse- 
ouence  of  the  grant  of  general  powers  of  legislation. 
And  in  the  'I^rritories,  where  there  has  been  no 
Wilmot  proviso,  the  power  to  regulate  the  condi- 
tion of  slavery  has  been  freely  exercised  among 
the  other  objects  of  legislation,  without  any  ex- 
press grant  whatever;  and  in  all  of  them  it  could 
oe  exercised  in  the  same  manner,  either  to  estab- 
lish •r  abolish  slavery,  unless  controlled  by  supe- 
rior Cong^ressional  action,  in  conformity  with  the 
Constitution.  I  should  like  to  have  any  man  point 
to  me  a  single  reason  why  a  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, if  left  uncontrolled  in  this  respect  by  Con- 
gress— and  all  who  are  opposed  to  the  Wilmot 
Sroviso  believe  they  should  be  thus  lefV — can  legis- 
Lte  upon  one  of  these  domestic  relations  and  not 
upon  the  others.    I  speak  of  the  legal  power,  for 
that  is  the  question  at  issue.  Upon  what  principle, 
can  a  line  be  drawn  on  the  chart  of  legislation, 
which  would  divide  those  great  objects  of.  social 
life,  and  leave  one  of  them  without  the  sphere  of 
legitimate  control,  and  the  other  within  it?    The 
same  general  terms  of  power  which  include  one 
include  all;  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  deny  that 
power  in  a  particular  case,  and  to  leave  it  m  un- 
questionable operation  in  all  other  cases.  If  indeed, 
as  I  have  heretofore  said,  and  now  repeat,  the 
right  to  take  slaves  into  the  Territories  is  one,  as 
has  been  contended,  which  is  secured  by  the  Con- 
stitution, there  is  an  end  to  the  Question.  It  would 
be  a  right  which  would  overriae  and  overthrow 
both  congressional  and  territorial  legislation  in  op- 
position to  it.    I  have  never  been  able,  myself,  to 
see  the  force  of  that  construction  which  gpves  this 
effect  to  any  of  the  constitutional  provisions,  but 
I  was  always  willing,  and  so  expressed  myself, 
that  the  Question,  being  a  claim  of^right,  should  be 
submittea  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  its  de- 
cision should  be  final.     But  it  will  be  observed 
that  Colonel  Davis,  in  ^  his  letter,  and  I  believe 
those  who  take  similar  views  of  this  question,  place 
their  opposition  to  my  doctrine,  not  upon  the  es-  • 
tablishment  of  fiuch  a  constitutional  right,  to  be  \ 
found  in  the  Constitution  itself,  but  upon  the  prob- 
able practical  result  of  the  territorial  power,  that 
it  would  give  a  peculiar  direction,  in  the  early 
periods  of  the  governments,  to  the  legislation  of  the  i 
country,  and  if  not  establish,  at  any  rate  exercise,  j 
a  powerful  influence  upon  its  permanent  policy.  I 
No  doubt,  sir,  it  would  be  so; but  iti«  one  of  those  ' 
consequences  that  cannot  well  be  avoided.    There  ' 
are  wide  differences  of  opinion  in  many  portions  , 
of  this  country  upon  questions  of  internal  policy, 
and  littleuniformity  of  system  in  their  adjustment. 
Each  settler,  during  the  period  of  settlement,  natu- 
rally prefers  that  state  of  things  to  which  he  has 
been  accustomed,  and  thus  is  it  that  an  early  char- 
acter is  given  to  these  local  institutions,  which  it  j 
is  afterwards  difficult  to  change.  It  is  not  alone  the  ; 
condition  of  master  and  servant,  which  feels  the  j 


eflfect  of  this  impress,  but  it  extends  to  ail  the  ob- 
jects of  legislation,  which  derive  their  color  very 
much  from  the  views  of  the  first  settlers.  If  a 
newly-settling  Territory  is  first  occupied  by  a  ma- 
jority of  emigrants  from  a  slave  State,  they  will 
be  very  apt  to  establish  slavery  in  their  new  resi- 
dence, if,  on  the  cx>ntrary,  they  come  from  a  non- 
slaveholding  State,  they  will  probably  be  equally 
strongly  inclined  to  establuih  that  exclusion  to 
which  they  have  been  accustomed;  and  so  with  re- 
lation to  all  the  objects  of  coneem  which  are  regu- 
lated by  law.  And  where  was  there  ever  a  com- 
munity whose  political  and  social  system  was  not 
more  or  less  influenced  by  the  predominant  opin- 
ions and  character  which  marked  its  early  inhab- 
itants.' But  this  objection,  sir,  whatever  weight 
it  is  entitled  to  in  the  scale  of  expediency,  does 
not  touch  the  question  of  right:  That  does  not 
even  depend  on  Congressional  action,  but  upon  the 
Constitution,  which  does  not  even  look  to  this  sub- 
ject of  early  or  of  late  legislation,  nor  the  practi- 
cal considerations  to  which  it  may  give  rise.  The 
rightful  power,  therefore,  is  not  ejected  by  the 
mode  in  which  it  may  be  exercised,  whether  bear- 
ing upon  one  or  another  of  the  vast  variety  of  ob- 
jects of  civilized  life  which  fall  within  the  scope 
of  legislation .  All,  therefore,  I  claimed  for  the  terri- 
torial governments  was  the  right  of  l^islation  in 
all  cases  not  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution;  the 
same  general  rights  of  legislation,  which  enabled 
the  territorial  governments  of  Mississippi,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  other  Southern  Territories,  to  control 
the  Question  of  slavery  within  their  limits,  and 
whicn  the  Northern  Territories  might  have  con- 
trolled at  their  pleasure,  had  there  been  no  restric- 
tion opon  their  power.  This  was  no  question  of 
•*  sovereignty,'*  but  of  ri^t,  under  the  sovereign 
autt^ority  of  the  Constitution .  And  if  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  Territories  might  establish  their  future 
policy  upon  this  subject,  by  early  legislation,  I 
know  of^  no  constitutional  principle  wnich  could 
refuse  the  same  powers  to  all  the  others. 

A  few  words  more,  sir,  as  to  California,  and 
what  has  been  called  *•  squatter  sovereignty."  I 
have  already  said,  that  my  Nicholson  letter  referred 
only  to  sucn  territorial  governments  as  had  been 
established  by  Congress,  and  it  looked  only  to 
such  governments  to  be  thereafter  established  by 
thesameauthority,  (iver  future  acquisitions,  should 
any  such  be  confirmed  to  us  by  a  treaty  of  peace. 
As  to  the  condition  of  things  in  California,  which 
followed,  in  consequence  ofthe  failure  of  Confess 
to  provide  governments  for  the  Mexican  cessions, 
no  one  foresaw  it;  certainly  no  one  endeavored  to 
provide  against  it.  My  letter,  therefore,  did  not 
touch  that  point  at  all.  But  the  difficulty  came, 
and  a  larpe  body  of  American  citizens,  upon  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  found  themselves  without 
government,  and  exposed  to  all  the  fearful  evils, 
which  such  a  state  necessarily  brings  with  it.  Life, 
property,  all  the  objects,  inaeed,  of  the  social  sys- 
tem, were  at  hazard,  without  some  prompt  and 
efficient  action.  Thataction  we  refused  to  take, 
and  the  people  had  no  other  reliance  but  upon  their 
own  wisdom  and  energy.  The  result  was  honorable 
to  .themselves,  to  their  country,  and  to  human  na- 
ture. It  was  the  most  tr3ring  experiment,  perhaps, 
ever  made  upon  the  capacity  or  man  for  self^ov- 
ernment,  but  they  passed  through  the  fiery  furnace 
unscathed,  untoucned,  indeed,  by  the  devouring 
element.  They  established  a  government,  and  1 
am  not  going  to  ar^ue  with  any  man,  who  denies 
their  right  to  have  done  so.  I  assume  it  as  a  self- 
evident  proposition  ,  in  this  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  was  not,  as  it  has  been  called,  an  act 
of  revolution;  for  how  can  there  be  a  revolution, 
when  there  has  been  no  preexisting  government.'  It 
was  an  act  of  political  organization ,  essential  to  the 
very  existence  of  society.  Well,  sir,  if  they  had 
to  establish  a  government,  what  kind  of  one  must 
it  have  been.'  Some  say  territorial.  But,  sir, 
that  wasjmpossible,  for  that  kind  of  government 
presupposes  certain  relations  with  the  United 
States,  which  Congress  alone  can  define  and  reg- 
ulate. It  was  impossible  for  a  self-constituted  gov- 
ernment to  put  itself  in  that  position,  with  its  laws 
and  officers  controlled  by  federal  authority,  with- 
out the  action  of  that  authority.  Nothing  else 
was  left  to  the  people  but  to  do  as  they  did,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  their  own  goremment,  and  then 
come  to  Congress  with  their  work.  Conceding, 
then,  that  they  had  the  right  to  provide  for  their 
indispensable  political  wants  by  tnis  course,  what 
limitation  was  there  upon  the  exercise  of  their 


powers,  in  framing  their  ^veniiMnt?  Wliy,iir 
if  they  could  do  anything,  they  could  do  mry! 
thing,  not  in  conflict  with  tne  ConstitotioA  oif  tkt 
United  States.  And  this  brings  me  baekto  ik 
original  question,  whether  the  Conttitotion  doa 
expressly,  or  by  necessary  impUcatios,  proyxt 
the  exercise  of  this  contested  power,  or  vhalMr 
it  grants  any  rights,  which  render  its  action  iocoa- 
patible  with  their  superior  obligation.  I  haTe  il- 
ready  said,  I  can  find,  for mysea,  nosochwmni 
in  that  instrument.  It  will  be  recoUsetes^tlMtilt 
whole  basis  of  my  aigument,  whiiher  liskt « 
wrong,  was  founded  on  the  indefetsible  nchiif 
every  distinct  political  community,  to  refukttiti 
own  government,  when  not  rightAilly  cootralid 
by  some  superior  authority.  The  only  •upcrw 
authority  wnich,  in  thui  eountry,  coula  limit  ib 
right,  must  be  derive<P  from  the  CoostitatioB  cf 
the  United  States;  and,  therefore,  erery  politic 
power,  not  thus  limited,  belones  to  ths  people  of 
the  Territories.    That  was  and  is  my  view. 

As  to  the  term  **Bquatler  sovereignty,  "or  "lud- 
lord  sovereignty,"  and  the  reproach  it  isinieodd 
to  carry  with  it,  they  become  neither  oar  age  Mr 
country.  Men  are  entitled  to  govemmat,  efn 
if  they  are  landless,  and  human  life  and  ban 
happiness  art  worth  protection,  notwithetaodiii 
a  remote  authority  may  be  the  great  ludiord, 
holding  vast  domains  in  a  state  of  natore,  wfajd 
it  neither  grants  nor  governs.  Many  of  die  ^ 
trines  upon  this  subject  carry  us  back  to  the  Mid- 
dle ages,  when  land  was  everjrthinr  and  tm 
nothing.  We  have  arriyed  at  a  period  wfais  ba- 
ter  views  preyail;  when  human  natnrt  aaieiyife 
rights,  ana  the  exercise  of  politieal  power  das 
not  depend  upon  the  accident  of  property,  bat 
upon  the  0'eat  prindples  of  freedom  and  jus 
equality.  One  or  two  thines  is  inevitable:  Eibr 
the  people  of  California  had  the  right  to  cataUsii 
a  government  for  themselyas,  without  reAnMio 
*<  squatter  sovereignty," or  ** landlord,  aoras^ 
ty,"  or  they  were  neeevsarily  condesBoed  to  bn 
without  a  government,  or  rather  to  die  witlioat«r, 
for  human  life,  under  such  circumstancca,  wmH 
be  far  more  precarious  than  in  the  bk^odtstbtitk 
on  record.  They  chose  to  do  what  veiefiwi 
to  found  a  political  system,  affording  proteeooas 
the  g[reat  objects  of  human  society;  and  I  knot 
nothing  of  the  character  of  my  coaatryMi, 
North  or  South,  if,  on  calm  reflection,  theydoaa 
approve  the  proceeding.  Nor  do  I  beliere  th«e 
is  one  of  them,  no  matter  where,  who,  bad  be 
been  in  Califomui  in  such  a  periloas  criBia,«oaU 
have  hesitated  to  substitute  establialied  kv  kt 
lawless  violence  and  physical  strei^th. 

I  observe,  what  haid  not  struck  me  before,  tbat 
in  an  extract  from  his  speech,  which  Cobsd  D^ 
vis  refers  to,  he  says  tiuit  I  spoke  of  die  ftatti* 
cism  of  the  South.  Sir,  that  is  a  deduction  fnm 
my  remarks,  and  one  which,  I  think,  Uieir  tenor 
does  not  justify.  I  used  no  such  term.  I*'^ 
no  such  charge.  I  did  indeed  complain  of  a  too 
prevalent  indisposition  among  our  Southern  bit^ 
ren  to  make  just  allowance  for  the  poatioo  tm 
natural  opinions  of  Northern  men.  It  waistt 
enough  that  they  should  recognize  and  dcfaid^ 
constitutional  rights  of  the  South  as  zcaloQi^<* 
honestly,  and,  I  may  add,  under  circamacaBcaa 
a  good  deal  of  personal  difllculty,  as  those  of  tbtf 
own  section  of  country;  but  they  were  ahnoit  de- 
nounced as  Abolitionists,  as  Northern  ftnaiictil 
said,  in  some  quarters,  unless  they  avowed  m 
believed  that  slavery  was  the  best  conditteBofM| 
man  society.  This  is  the  substance  of  my  reins'^ 
upon  that  topie^and  I  know  that  thisseotiflNDta 
regret  was  participated  in  by  some  of  the  m* 
steadfast  friends  ofthe  South  upon  thk  floor;  lad 
certainly  those  remarks  were  made  not  in  s  ^ 
of  hostility,  but  with  feelii^  of  pain  that  ao  ^ 
confidence  was  placed  in  exertions  r^htftUT  ** 
honestly  made. 

REGISTRT  OF  VESSELS. 

On  the  mouon  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  bfflt.of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  authome  the  ji- 
suing  of  a  register  to  the  bri^  America,  and  toan- 
thonze  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  tht  •^^^ 
suth,  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  "* 
Whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a  third  nae. 
and  passed. 

NAVr-YARD  AT^SAN  FRAHOSCO. 

Mr.  GWIN.  I  wish  to  detain  the  StfJ^Jj 
single  moment,  not  for  the  purpose  of  »  P^**?* 
explanation,  but  in  regard  to  the  dispo«ti«i  vm 
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was  made  of  the  question  which  was  under  con- 
aideration  yesterday,  and  has  been  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Monday  next.  I  wish  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  that  it  was  understood  that 
amother  measure,  which  indeed  has  not  been  made 
a  special  order,  because  it  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  Calendar,  was  by  general  consent  to  be  taken 
up  on  Monday  next.  I  refer  to  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  navy-yard  at  San  Francisco.  The  Senator 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Soule]  is  entitled  to  the  floor 
on  Monday  on  the  subject  of  noD-intervention. 
He  is  not  here  now,  but  if  he  were,  I  know  that 
he  would  waive  his  rizht  to  the  floor  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy,  because  I  am  compelled  to  leave  the 
city  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  this  bill  taken  up  and  disposed  of  be- 
fore that  time.  I  have  made  all  my  arrangements, 
under  the  impression  that  this  bill  would  come  up 
on  Monday,  and  it  will  put  me  to  considerable 
inconvenience  if  I  am  detained  beyond  that  time. 
I  therefore  give  notice  that  1  shall  call  up  that  bill, 
the  first  on  the  Calendar,  on  Monday  next,  and  I 
feel  perfectly  sure  that  the  Senator  from  Loui- 
siana will  not  object  to  it. 

G.  THOMAS  HOWARD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Q.  Thomas  Howard,  as  in.Com- 
roittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  proper  accountings 
officers  of  trie  Treasury  shall  audit  and  settle  the 
claim  of  Q.  Thomas  Howard ,  for  compensation 
as  bearer  of  despatches  from  Texas  to  Washing- 
ton, in  1B45,  allowing  him  a  compensation  at  the 
Tate  of  $6  per  day,  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  days,  and  Traveling  expenses  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  mite,  from  Austin,  in  Texas, 
to  Washington  City,  computing  the  distance  ac- 
cording to  the  most  usual  travehng  route. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  would  like  to  hear  th*  re- 
port of  the  committee  read. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chail-  is  informed 
that  there  was  no  report  made  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  NORRIS.  1  reported  that  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Forei^  Relations.  There  is  no 
report  accompanying  the  bill.  The  facts  are  stated 
in  a  letter  from  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  Walker,  which  will  explain  the  whole  mat- 
ter. 

The  letter  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  Washinotok.  Fehrumy  28, 1850. 
"  Dkar  Sir  :  I  recoIJeet  very  well  the  case  In  which  you 
were  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Texas  to  Wanhlngtmi,  and 
your  claim  for  compensation,  during  Mr.  Polk'P  Adminis- 
tniHon.  Your  right  to  compensation  was  invariably  con- 
ceded;  but  you  were  not  paid,  owing  to  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  fund  out  of  whicluhe  payment  shoold  be  made. 
It  wai*  supposed  by  some,  that  the  fiayment  should  be  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  direcUy;  and  by  others,  by  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  I'rum  that  difference  of  opinion, 
growing  out  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  facts,  you  were 
not  paid.  Tour  claim  was  undoubtedly  just.  Your  dls- 
IMUches  contained  tlie  aonouncement  of  the  commanica* 
tion  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  delivery  of  the 
public  property  accordingly." 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

JOSEPH  H.  D.  BOWMAR. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  H.  D.  Bowmar. 

Mr.  FELCH.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  a  radi- 
cal diflicuUy  in  this  bill,  and  one  which  I  do  not 
see  how  we  can  surmount.  The  title  to  the  land 
referred  to  by  the  billf  is  evidently  disposed  of  by 
the  United  States  under  the  act  referred  to  in  the 
bill— an  act  in  favor  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Carson.  Carson  had  settled  upon  the  sixteenth 
section,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  pa« 
per«  presented  in  this  ease,  and  by  a  provision  of 
an  art  of  Congress,  to  which  reference  is  made,  he 
was  entitled  to,  or  permitted  to  obtain  a  title,  to  the 
sixteenth  section;  but  a  provision  was  made  at 
the  tame  time,  that  the  township  or  State  should 
be  entitled  to  locate  another  section  instead  of  that 
thas  disposed  of.  This  twcnty-serenth  lot,  being 
a  fractional  section,  was  disposed  of  and  aban- 
doned. It  was  selected  in  lieu  of  the  school  land, 
and  that  selection  was  approved  by  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Treasury';  and,  subsequently,  in  passing  the 
act  of  March  3d,  1849,  in  favor  of  Carson,  an  ex- 
press provision  was  made  in  that  act,  by  which 
the  selection  was  to  be  confirmed  to  the  Siate  au- 
thorities for  school  land. 

Now,  if  i  understand  this  subject,  and  the  legis- 
lation in  regard  to  it,  this  property  did,  bv  the  act 
of  March  £l,  1849,  become  absolutely  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State  or  township,  according  to  their 
regulations  in  relation  to  school  lands;  and  the 
title  became  vested  in  the  State  or  township. 

Now,  can  the  United  States,  bv  an  act* of  Con- 
gress or  otherwise,  divest  that  title  to  the  land?  I 
-cannot  see  how  it  can  be  done.  It  is  not  only 
vested  in  the  State  authorities  by  the  ordinary  op- 
eration of  the  law,  and  by  a  selection  and  con- 
firmation, but  by  a  special  act  of  Congress.  I 
think  we  cannot,  by  any  act  of  Congress,  divest 
that  title,  and  give  it  to  the  individual  who  makes 
this  application.  It  is  true  that  the  papers  in 
this  case  show  that  the  applicant  did  claim  the 
right  of  preemption,  and  that  that  claim  was  re- 
cognized by  the  Department  at  one  time.  But  all 
this,  it  appears,  was  subsequent  to  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1849,  and  that  the  Department  acted 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  existence  of  that 
law.  At  all  events,  they  had  not  the  power  to 
grant  a  duplicate,  or  give  a  patent,  or  do  anything 
by  which  they  could  dispone  of  this  land  for  any 
purpose  but  school  purposes,  it  having  then  be- 
come the  property  of  the  State.  Having  ascer- 
tained tliat  this  was  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
they  i*ecalled  the  authority  which  they  had  given 
the  party  to  claim  his  preemption  neht,  putting 
the  matter  precisely  where  the  law  had  put  it. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  difficulty  does  not  exist, 
because  the  circumstances  are  not  precisely  as  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  states  them.  This  was 
not,  in  fact,  a  school  lot  of  land  at  the  time  the 
bill  was  passed  in  favor  of  Carson,  although  Con- 
gress thought  it  was;  and  it  was  not  ibr  uiis  rea- 
son: Before  that  act  was  passed — and  not  after, 
as  has  been  stated — but  of  which  Congress  knew 
nothing,  Bowmar,  in  attempting  to  perfect  his  en- 
try, finding  difficulties  because  this  was  a  school 
section,  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  have  this  lot  released,  on  the  ground  that,  by 
mistake,  more  land  had  been  reserved  for  that 
township  than  it  was  entitled  to;'  and  on  the  hear- 
ifijg;  of  the  case,  Mr.  Walker,  who  had  then  charge 
ofthat  department,  now  known  as  the  Department 
of  the  Interior,  so  decided;  and  he  released  this  lot 
from  the  school  location,  so  that  it  became  public 
land,  and  he  permitted  him  to  proceed  with  bis 
entry.  After  that  time,  a  law  was  passed  for  the 
benefit  of  Carson ,  without  Congress  knowine  any- 
thing of  the  matter,  authorizing  him  to  sell  this 
section  aAer  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  people 
of  the  town.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the 
objection  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  does  not 
apply.  The  right  was  not  vested  m  this  man; 
and  Congress,  in  passing  the  act  in  favor  of  Car- 
son, was  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  facts.  This 
bill  does  .not  propose  to  deprive  the  township  of 
its  land;  but  even  if  it  were  so,  unless  I  am  mis- 
taken, there  is  a  provision  in  the  bill  to  the  effecf 
that  this  act  shall  be  consummated  only  with  the 
consent  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  township 
or  State,  as  the  case  may  be.  I  should  like  the 
Secretary  to  read  that  part  of  the  bill  which  has 
that  clause  in  it. 

The  Secretary  read  the  clause,  as  follows: 

"PtovUtd,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  said  townsliip  it 
entitled  by  law.'' 

Mr.  DOWNS.  It  is  clear  that  this  does  not 
apply  to  any  rights  vesting  in  the  township  what- 
ever. The  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan is,  that  this  act  deprives  the  people  of  the  town- 
ship of  a  grant  of  land.  How  can  that  bei  when 
the  bill  expressly  says  that  it  shall  deprive  them 
of  nothinj^?  I  should  like  to  know  how  that  can 
be.  The  principal  argument  of  the  gentleman  is, 
that  you  cannot  do  this,  because  it  divests  the 
township.  The  bill  says  that  it  does  no  such  thine; 
it  expressly  disclaims  it.  The  case  is  clear .\  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  the  argument  again;  but  I  think 


it  is  clearly  competent  for  Congress  to  con-ect  an 
error  of  fact,  on.which  they  acted  in  passing  the 
bill  for  Carson.  Carson  may  have  his  rights.  No- 
body disputes  that.  If  they  are  interfered  with, 
they  may  be  recovered  in  tne  courts;  but  as  the 
matter  now  stands,  this  act  places  the  parties  upon 
an  equal  footing,  and  their  respective  rights  must 
necessarily  be  determined  by  the  local  courts  of 
justice. 

Mr.  FELCH.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  pro- 
vision does  not  have  the  effect  which  the  Senator 
seems  to  suppose.  What  is  the  proviso?  The 
bill  proposes  to  take  away  the  lana,  divesting  the 
title  to  that  to  which  I  think  the  title  is  as  clear  and 
perfect  as  any  act  of  legislation  can  make  it.  It 
proposes  to  take  away  land.  The  Senator  says  it 
takes  away  no  land ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  per- 
mits them  to  hold  their  own  land,  and  perhaps  the 
idea  may  be,  that  they  may  have  the  opportunity 
of  locating  a  similar  quantity  elsewhere.  But  that  is 
not  definite.  It  is  manifest  that  if  anything  is  ef- 
fected by  this  bill,  it  is  to  give  the  lanas  of  Carson 
to  the  Suite.  If  the  title  to  the  land  is  in  the  State 
or  township,  then  it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  that 
is  a  thing  which  we  have  not  the  power  to  do.  If 
the  Senator  will  look  into  the  papers,  he  will  find, 
I  think,  that  he  has  mistaken  the  facui  in  the  case. 
The  claim  was  not  presented  by  Bowmar  anterior 
to  the  time  when  the  title  was  vested  in  the  State 
authority  for  school  land,  but  subsequent  to  it. 
The  Carson  act  has  this  proviso: 

<^  w9n<£  he  it  further  enadedj  That  the  selection  hereto- 
fore made  under  the  direction  a«d  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  of  lots  numbered  twenty-five,  twenty- 
six  and  twenty-seven,  in  said  townships,  nineteen  for  the 
use  of  schools,  in  liou  of  lot  sixteen,  be,  aod  the  same  is 
hereby  confirmed." 

The  Senator  seems  to  suppose  that  Bowmar 
had  acquired  rights  anterior  to  that  time.  Here 
are  the  dates:  On  the  3d  of  Inarch,  1649,  this  act 
was  passed,  which  establishes  the  title  of  the  State 
or  township  absolutely.  Now,  the  party  makes 
application  for  the  i^t  of  preemption  to  the  land, 
at  the  local  land  ofiTce,  and  he  is  refused.  He 
then  makes  his  application  to  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  admits 
the  propriety  of  the  claim,  and  instructs  them  to 
permit  nim  to  make  the  entry.  He  was  evidcfntly 
Ignorant  of  this  act.  This  order  was  made  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1849,  aAer  the  act  which  confirmed 
the  title  to  it  as  school  land,  and  all  these  provis- 
ions were  subsequent  to  that  act.  The  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  then  ciUled 
to  this  act,  by  which  this  land  was  disposed  of, 
showing  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  dispose  of 
it  a^n,  or  grant  a  preemption  right.  On  ascer- 
tainmg  this  fact,  the  whole  matter  was  referred 
back  to  the  land  office  in  the  district  where  the 
land  lay,  with  instructions  not  to  permit  the  loca- 
tion to  be  made,  inasmuch  as  the  land  had  been 
already  disposed  of,  and  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  Congress  or  any  department  to  divest  the  title 
or  give  the  land  to  this  man  or  any  other. 

Mr.  ATCH  ISDN.  I  move  that  this  bill  be  in- 
definitely  postponed. 

,Mr.  DOWNS.  I  hone  the  gentleman  will  not 
persist  in  that  motion.  There  is  a  fact  in  the  case 
which  I  find  is  somewhat  different  from  what  I 
supposed  it  to  be  as  to  date,  I  certainly  under- 
stood the  matter  to  be  as  I  have  stated  it. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Well,  if  it  wilPsuit  theSen- 
ator  from  Louisiana  better,  I  will  move  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  will  agree  to  that.  The  mo- 
tion was  accordingly  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  EASTOfr. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  W.  C.  Easton.  The  bill  provides  for 
the  payment  to  the  claimant  of  a  sum  due  for  ser- 
vices as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  Svbsistence,  from  June  Ist,  I^,  to 
March  2d,  1827,  when  such  services  were  neces- 
sary to  the  business  of  that  office,  but  for  which 
provision  had  not  been  made  Jby  law. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  would  like  to  hear  the 
report  read. 
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The  report  was  read  accordingly,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  case  had  been  before  Congress 
for  many  years  at  different  times;  that  as  far  back 
as  December  30ih,  1834,  a  favorable  report  upon 
it  was  mad^  to  the  Senate  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims;  and  subsequently,  January  2d,  1645,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  oT  the  petitioner  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  that  dur- 
ing the  time  from  June  Ist,  1823,  to  March  2d, 
1(§7,  he  was  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  office  at  the  rate  of  |420  per  annum,  tlie  low- 
est salary  of  clerks  in  the  Executive  offices  being 
at  that  time  $600. 

The  facts  in  detail,  of  which  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  a  summary,  are  set  forth  in  the  petition 
and  confirmed  by  two  letters  of  General  Gibson, 
of  December  19,  1834,  and  January  13,  1835. 
These  letters  are  appended  to  and  make  a  part  of 
the  report,  and  the  committee  slate  that  from  a 
careful  examination  of  the  case  they  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  ^n  equi- 
table one,  and  that  he  is  clearly  and  fully  entitled 
to  the  conipensation  he  has  so  long  asked  at  the 
hands  of  Congress. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment;  and  the  question  being  on  order- 
ing it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  noes 
appeared  to  prevail. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  think,  that  the  facts  set 
forth  in  that  report,  if  Senators  had  listened  care- 
fully to  it,  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  every  mind  of 
the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  case  is  one  which  the 
committee  considered  so  plain  and  clear  that  they 
did  not  hesitate.  It  has  oeen  reported  favorably 
tipon  three  or  four  times,  and  I  never  heard  any 
opposition  to  it.  It  is  a  bill  to  allow  a  clerk  in  the 
commissary  general's  department  an  increase  of 
salary,  which  the  department  were  not  enabled  at 
the  time  the  service  was  rendered  to  make.  The 
commissary  general,  in  his  letters,  state  the  rea- 
sons why  this  person  is  entitled  to  it.  He  was 
an  extra  clerk  at  a  time  when  the  public  business 
required  his  services,  and  when  there  was  not 
xn^ney  enough  in  the  control  of  the  department 
to  givf  him  a  compensation  upon  which  he  could 
live.  His  services  were  indispensable,  and  the 
commissary  general  employed  him  with  the  un- 
derstanding^ on  his  part  that  he  should  wait  for  his 
compensation  until  by  some  legislative  act  a  pro- 
vision was  made  to  pay  him.  If  Senators  have 
not  looked  into  the  matter,  I  would  ask  for  the 
reading  of  General  Gibson's  letters. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Perhaps  there  maybe  some 
ec|uity  in  this  claim,  and  I  withdraw  my  objec- 
tions to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

ST.  John's  church. 

The  Senate  proceeded*  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  »*  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  St. 
John's  Church,  in  the  city  of  Washington." 

This  was  a  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  providing  that  the  lot  of 
ground  now  used  as  a  burial  ground  for  St.  John's 
Uhurch,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  occupying 
the  sole  square  (No.  276)  situated  near  the  north" 
ern  limits  of  the  city,  and  which  the  late  President 
Monroe  permitted  to  be  used  by  the  said  church 
as  a  place  of  sepulture  for  their  dead,  should  be 
conveyed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings to  the  trustees  of  the  church  aforesaid,  and 
that  the  sum  of  $200  be  paid  to  the  rector  of  said 
4jhurch  out,of  any  money  in  tlie  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  When  that  bill  was  callediip 
iast  Friday,  being  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Shields,]  it  was  postponed  until 
to-day.  There  is  no  report  in  the  case,  as  1  believe, 
and  it  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  that  Senator.  I  made  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  appropriatjpn  of  $200,  and  I  shall  persist 
in  that  motion  unless  some  satisfactory  explana- 
tion shall  be  ^iven  why  the  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated. Unless  I  can  have  that  explanation,  I 
shall  move  the  postponement  of  the  tVirther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Friday  next. 
^  Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  memorial  in  this  case.  I  think  tRat  is  the  best 
explanation  that  can  be  given.  | 

The  memorial  was  accordingly  read.  It  set ' 
forth  that  the  lot  of  ^ound  now  used  as  a  place  of ' 
sepulture  by  the  congregation  of  St.  John's  j 
Church,  occupying  the  square  mentioned  above,  I 


was  allowed  by  the  late  President  Monroe,  by 
request  of  the  late  rector  of  the  church,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hawley,  with  the  understanding,  that  while 
it  might  be  occupied  for  this  purpose,  it  should 
be  occupied  free  of  alt  eost;  that  it  had  been  so 
used  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  that  the  re- 
mains of  many  persons  had  been  interred  in  it; 
that  it  had  not  been  used  as  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  church,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it  had 
been  a  source  of  expense;  that  in  1849,  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  [Mr.  Mudd,] 
on  finding  the  square  so  occupied ,  and  believing 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  some  movement  to  ob- 
tain its  value,  the  land  not  having  been  paid  for, 
demanded  the  sum  of  |^200,  intimating  that  if  that 
sum  was  not  paid,  lie  would  feel  himself  compelled 
to  dispose  of  the  square  at  public  auction ;  that 
under  these  circumstances,  as  the  memorialists  had 
no  evidence  of  the  permission  so  to  occupy  this 
land  the  amount  of  $200  was  paid  in  1840,  although 
they  believed  that  their  quiet  and  undisturbed  pos- 
session for  the  last  thirty  years  would  have  given 
them  a  title  if  any  limitation  run  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  therefore  prayed  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings  should  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  make  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  said 
land,  and  to  reifund  the  sum  of  $200,  paid  in  1849. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  1  perceive  that  there  is  a  little 
mistake  in  the  bill.  It  is  represented  that  this  land 
was  given  by  President  Madison.  The  grant  was 
made  by  President  Monroe,  and  I  therefore  move 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  word  **  Mad- 
ison," and  inserting  the  word  ••  Monroe." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  move  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation of  $200.  I  cannot  see  the  basis i on 
which  the  grant  is  to  be  made.  If  the  parlies  ac- 
quired any  title  to  the  land  tney  do  not  show  it. 
1  am  not  aware  that  even  the  sanction  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  good  enough  to  confer 
a  title.  It  seems  that  in  afler  years,  an  officer  of 
the  Government,  whose  duty  it  was  to  attend  to 
it,  claimed  and  received  $200.  They  do  not  ask 
the  repayment  of  the  money.  I  have  no  objection 
to  making  a  grant  of  the  land.  I  would  not  dis- 
turb the  remains  of  their  dead,  or  take  away  the 
possession  of  a  burying-ground  which  they  have 
occupied  for  so  long  a  time;  but  I  do  object  to  the 
repayment  of  the  $200. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  Senator  is  mistaken. 
They  do  ask  for  the  repayment  of  the  money. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  think  not. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  The  bill  provides  for  the  re- 
funding  of  the  sum  of  $200  wnich  they  paid. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Whether  they  ask  for  it  or 
not,  I  am  unable  to  see  the  principle  on  which  we 
should  grant  it;  and  I  move  to  strike  it  out.  I 
would  be  unwilling  to  disturb  the  possession  of  the 
ground  which  they  have  so  long  occupied  and  ap- 
propriated for  the  burial  of  their  dead;  but  in  the 
whole  statement  1  do  not  see  any  legitimate  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  parties  took  the  property 
on  a  grant  from  the  United  States;  and  it  you 
make  grants  of  this  sort  to  one  religious  society, 
you  may  make  them  to  others,  and  that  to  a  very 
different  extent.  I  cannot  see  any  principle  on 
which  this  money  should  be  refunded,  and  there- 
fore I  have  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  will  just  state,  as  it  was 
stated  to  me,  that  this  lot  having  been  given  for  a 
cemetery  to  this  church,  by  President  Monroe, 
they  never  expected  to  be  called  on  to  pay  for  it. 
At  the  time  it  was  given,  there  was  no  le^slation 
to  confirm  the  grant.  Recently  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings  determined  to  sell  this  lot 
among  others;  and,  therefore,  to  save  it,  under  the 
pressure  of  this  necessity,  they  paid  $200.  I  think 
that,  as  the  land  wa;i  given  in  this  wav,  the  Pres- 
ident haling  done  it  so  lon^  ago,  ana  since  they 
never  expected  to  be  called  on  to  pay  it,  they 
should  have  this  sum  refunded.  It  is  a  verv  small 
amount  which  they  ask  to  have  reimbursed;  but  if 
the  Senate  think  it  should  not  be  paid,  I  must  let 
it  go. 

Mr.  HALE.  Let  them  have  it.  Let  than 
have  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Although  the  sum  is  small, 
the  principle  involved  is  one  of  great  importance. 
I  would  not  vote  to  sanction  the  appropriation  of 
any  public  property,  by  any  President  of  the 
United  States,  except,  as  in  this  case,  where  the 
occupation  of  the  land  has  been  for  a  purpose  with 
which  the  natural  feelings  of  man  would  make 
them  indisposed  to  interfere.    But,  as  regards  the 


returning  of  this  sum  of  money,  that  principk  don  * 
not  apply.     It  seems  to  me,  that  by  your  Touto 
refund  this  money,  you  are  sanctioning  the  pno- 
ciple  that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  nuy, 
of  his  own  volition,  without  the  sanction  of  Con* 

friess,  appropriate  tlie  public  property  ofiheoaikuL 
cannot  sanction  any  such  principle  as  tbai,  except 
in  very  extraordinary  circumstances  indeed. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  1  understand  this  question, ii 
is  this:  Certain  persons,  at  a  period  alK>ui  thirty 
yeai'S  ago,  had  permission  to  occupy  a  cerifim 
piece  of  land  for  a  burying-place,  and  bartn<;  uied 
it  for  thirty  years,  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildines  called  upon  them  to  pay  for  the  Uo4, 
and,  under  a  threat  that  tlie  place  where  their deii 
reposed  would  be  sold,  they  paid  $200  to  hin. 
The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  confirm  the  title  of  liie 
lands,  and  to  give  back  the  sum  of  money  whxk 
they  paid  under  the  circumstances  which  1  bare 
stated.  I  ask,  if  there  is  any  Senator  here  vb 
wanu  to  speculate  upon  the  feelings  of  thoie  «ho«e 
friends  are  reposing  m  this  place  of  burial  ?  Wotiid 
we  not  rather  con&m  the  grant  to  them,  that  ihcj 
may  continue  to  occupy  this  piece  of  laDd,fifa 
to  them  thirty  years  ago,  than  to  have  the  Con* 
missioner  put  an  auctioneer  into  that  burial-place, 
to  sell  it  to  the  highest  bidder.  These  pmou 
have  paid  $200,  and  the  question  is,  will  we  r^vA 
the  money,  or  will  we  keep  in  our  hands  this  prvt 
which  they  paid  for  a  place  of  •  repose  for  their 
dead?  It  seems  to  me,  to  all  practical  parposo, 
it  was  given  them  for  a  burial-place,  more  tbu 
thirty  years  ago;  and  ihey,  having  thusoccupid 
it  for  that  length  of  time,  the  Commissioner  coiott 
without  any  authority,  except  the  general  aQlho^ 
ity  of  law,  and  threatens  to  dispossess  them.  They, 
under  that  threat,  paid  the  sum  of  $21)0.  Tlus 
being  the  state  of  the  case,  as  I  suppose,  I  cannot 
have  any  hesitancy,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  SeiKe 
will,  in  voting  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  That  is  materially  theitate 
of  the  case,  but  I  will  state  that  the  Comauswner 
of  Public  Building  only  acted  under  the  geooii 
law.  \  do  not  thmk  that  he  did  this  by  way  of 
threat.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  sell  this  land  hytkt 
same  regulations  by  which  he  was  required  to  leS 
lands  generally.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  aceooi* 
panying  papers  that  this  is  s  small,  insignifiaiit 
lot,  that  it  is  away  from  the  city,  and  worth  rerf 
little.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Hale]  has  stated  materially  the  facts  of  tbecase. 
There  was  no  attempt,  sir,  I  believe,  on  the  part 
of  President  Monroe  to  exercise  any  undae  novcr. 
He  only  gave  permission  to  those  people— he  bar- 
ing charge  of  the  property — to  use  it  in  that  way, 
which  it  was  quite  competent  for  him  to  do  wMier 
the  laws  as  they  then  existed.  But  he  coaldgire 
no  title,  and  the  law  which  was  passed  sftefwaidi 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  for  the  benelt 
of  the  city,  included  this  lot  with  the  oihen. 
The  land  was  afterwards  sold  to  them,  as  it  ap- 
pears, by  the  Commissioner  of  PuWkj  Buildjnj:i; 
and  the  only  question  is,  whether  yo«  wfll  gi« 
them  the  money  back  or  not. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  cannot  understand  how  ihe 
Senator  from  Illinois  can  reconcile  the  propowiwa 
that  this  was  not  an  improper  exercise  ofpo*^ 
on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  Staia. 
I  concede  that  he  has  charge  of  the  lands  for  leo- 
porary  purposes;  but  this  occupatioo  waa  a  ^' 
manent  occupation  intended  to  oe  in  the  narorjoJ 
a  grant.  By  what  authority  does  the  Preadeni 
of  the  United  Stales  ^nt  the  pubhc  lands  to  any 
one?  If  he  may  do  it  for  one  purpose,  he  »Jf 
do  it  for  another.  I  admit  that  what  was  said  by 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  will  apply  «> 
that  portion  of  the  bill  which  relates  to  the  uHe  to 
the  land,  so  that  they  nwiy  not  be  herealWr  i* 
tarbed;  but  it  does  not  apply  to  the  ^m^^ 
this  money  which  was  paid  to  the  Comfnuwoser 
of  Public  Buildings,  who  was  acUng  «»«*:»  S*?: 
eral  direcUon  to  sell  the  land  if  die  psrtiea  jM 
not  pay  for  it.    On  that  ground  I  am  not  9»- 

r«ed  to  vote  for  the  bill  without  the  amendinw 
have  proposed;  and  unless  that  amendment » 
adopted  I  shall  vote  against  it,  as  1  Mnn**!.*^ 
tion  the  principle  that  the  President  of  «^"*2 
States  may  so  dispose  of  the  public  P">P*?v' *\: 
it  will  not  do  to  say  that  he  gave  pfraumon^ 
o^4^upy  the  land,  covering  under  that  |f«»*^ 
the  title  to  the  land .  The  amount  may  be  a  »m« 
one,  but  the  principle  involved  is  ""P^S'L 
the  precedent  one  which  may  be  abtised;  ana 
that  reason  I  am  not  willing  to  sancUon  it. 
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Mr.  RHETT.  It  appears  to  me  thai  this  fn^nt 
would  be  vindicated  bv  the  legislation  of  Congress 
upon  it.  Certainly  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  a  right  to  allow  a  temporary  occupa- 
tion of  the  fand.  It  is  true  that,  by  long  usage,  it 
might  be  considered  as  a  permanent  right.  And 
if  he  had  allowed  every  religious  denomination  iit' 
the  city  to  take  a  portion  of  the  public  land  for 
the  purposes  of  burial,  I  think  we  should  ratify 
what  he  did.  I  know  very  well  the  locality  of 
this  burial  place,  and  I  do  not  consider  it  of  much 
value.  By  making  a  point  about  it  at  all,  and  the 
(act  that  we  do  legislate  upon  it,  is  a  sufficient  vin- 
dication of  the  law.  This  is  quite  a  small  matter, 
and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  grant  the  sum  asked 
for 

Mr.  BA.YARD.  It  is  true  it  is  a  small  matter; 
but  I  never  consider  a  |vinciple  a  small  matter, 
however  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  may 
regard  it.  I  think  the  principle  in  this  case  is  an 
important  one. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  not  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BRTAN  CALXAGHAN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Callaghan  was 
then  read  a  second  time  and  considered  us  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bil  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  pay  to  Bryan  Callaghan  the  sum  to  which 
he  may  be  found  justly  entitled  as  the  reasonable 
yalue  of  merchandise  belonging  to  him,  and  de- 
stroyed by  order  of  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  in  1846,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  to 

Erevent  the  said  merchandise  from  falling  into  the 
ands  of  the  enemy,  or  which  were  used  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  116,194  50. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read,  from  which  it 
appeared  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the 
>  case  submitted  by  the  petitioner  established  the 
fouling  facts: 

1.  That  Colonel  Harney  was  in  command  of  a 
*  portion  of  the  United  States  troops  at  San  Anto- 
nio, Texas,  in  July,  1846,  and  that  he  was  with- 
out the  necessary  supplies  of  money  and  pro- 
visions for  the  subsistence  of  the  force  under  his 
command. 

2.  That  in  an  expedition  which  started  from 
San  Antonio  to  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  23d  of 
July,  1846,  Colonel  Harney  found  it  necessary  to 
contract,  and  did  contract,  with  the  petitioner,  a 
resident  merchant  of  San  Antonio,  to  accompany 
the  expedition  with  his  stock  of  mechandise,  that 
froni  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  he  might 
furnish  his  army  with  such  supplies  and  money 
as  was  necessary  for  its  subsistence. 

3.  That  the  goods  of  the  claimant  were,  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  contract,  delivered  to  and  placed 
under  the  control  of  Lieutenant  D.  G.  Rogers,  the 
actios  quaitermaster  of  the  force  eno;aged  in  this 
expedition,  and  were  in  part  ussd  m  providing 
supplies,  &c, 

4.  That  when  this  expedition  subsequently  re* 
tired  from  the  Rio  Grande  and  returned  to  Sai^ 
Antonio,  the  residue  of  the  goods,  which  had  been 
surrendered  to  the  quartermaster,  were  destroyed 
by  the  orders  of  the  officer  in  command,  to  pre- 
Tent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

5.  That  the  value  of  the  goods  originally  de- 
livered by  the  applicant  to  the  quartermaster  was 
f25,577  50;  and  that  the  value  of  that  portion  de- 
stroyed by  the  order  of  the  United  States  officer, 
and  for  which  the  petitioner  has  received  no  com- 
pensation, was  $16,194  50. 

The  committee,  therefore,  believing  the  facts 
above  enumerated  to  be  sustained  by  the  testi- 
mony, had  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  claimant  was  justly  entitled  to  be  paid 
the  sura  claimed  as  tne  value  of  his  goods  de- 
Btroyed,  and  they  recommended  the  passage  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  This  bill  was  discussed  and 
passed  at  a  former  session  of  the  Senate.  For 
reasons  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficient,  I  op- 
posed it  then.  For  the  same  reasons,  I  feel  bound 
to  oppose  it  now. 

Tlie  grounds  of  my  opposition  are  these:  First. 
The  goods  for  which  this  payment  is  claimed,  were 
not  in  the  possetsion  of  the  United  States,  nor  upon 


the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  where  they  were  de- 
stroyed, by  any  such  authority  or  for  any  such 
legitimate  purpose  as  to  make  the  Government 
nespoosible  for  their  loss  or  destruction.  Second, 
It  is  not  in  proper  or  sufficient  evidence  before  us, 
that  they  were  destroyed  by  proper  authority,  or 
for  a  necessary  purpose.  TAirrf.  Had  suffisient 
time  and  warning  to  remove  them  beyond  the 
danger,  upon  pretence  of  which  they  are  alleged  to 
have  been  destroyed. 

I  said  these  good  were  not  properly  upon  the' 
Rio  Grande — that  is,  to  the  extent  of  making  the 
United  States  responsible  for  them.  The  expedi- 
tion, with  which  they  were  carried  there,  was  an 
unauthorized  one.  Not  only  unauthorized,  but 
was  regarded  by  the  commanding  general  as  so 
improper  that,  as  soon  as  he  received  intelligence 
of  It,  he  countermanded  it,  ordered  the  troops  back 
to  San  Antonio,  and  placed  the  leader  of  it.  Col- 
onel Harney,  under  arrest.  Mr.  Callaghan,  it 
seems,  and  as  there  is  no  doubt,  accompanied  this 
expedition,  and  carried  his  goods  by  authority, 
by  order,  if  you  will,  of  Colonel  Harney.  But  as 
the  expedition  itself  was  an  authorized  one,  as  Col- 
onel Harpey  himself,  had  no  right  to  engage  in  it, 
and  no  authority  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as 
it  is  alleged  he  did  make  with  Mr.  Callaghan,  or 
give  him  such  an  order,  1  say  that  the  goods  in 
question  were  not  property  in  possession  of  the 
United  States,  were  not  legitimately  under  the 
care  and  protection  of  the  Government — certainly 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  create  any  Govern- 
ment responsibility  for  them,  or  to  make  their 
loss  the  just  foundation  of  a  claim  upon  us  for 
payment. 

Heretofore,  it  seems  to  have  been  considered  a 
settled  principle — at  least  it  has  been  a  governing 
rule  in  this  body,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
it — in  decldiDg  upon  claims  of  this  character,  that, 
to  establish  their  validity,  it  must  be  proved  first 
that  the  appropriation  or  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty was  by  the  lawful  act  of  an  officer  or  agent  of 
the  Gh>vernment;  and  second,  that  such  appropri- 
ation was  propel  for,  or  at  least  a  conversion  to, 
the  use  and  service  of  the  Government;  or  that 
such  destruction  was  necessary  and  proper  to  pre- 
vent the  property  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  to  their  benefit  and  our  injury.  Sev- 
eral cases  within  my  recollection,  and  of  recent 
occurrence,  have  been  decided  upon  the  principle 
thus  expressed. 

But,  supposing  Mr.  Callaghan,  with  his  goods, 
to  have  been,  by  legitimate  authority,  and  under 
lawful  orders,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Gh-ande  in 
the  first  instance;  and  that  if,  while  so  there,  his 
goods  had  been  so  destroyed,  he  wouM  have  a 
y|i|id  claim  ajpiinst  the  Government  for  their  value, 
u  does  not  follow  that  he  had  any  such  claim  at 
the  time,  or  under  the  circumstances,  when  his 
goods  were  actually  destroyed.  It  is  in  proof,  I 
mink — at  any  rate  it  is  true-— that  he  remained  at 
the  Rio  Grande  after  he  knew  that  the  expedi- 
tion had  been  countermanded;  after  he  knew  that, 
for  engaging  in  it,  Colonel  Ha|-ney  had  been  ar- 
rested ;  and  after  -that  officer,  and  all  the  regular 
troops  under  his  command,  had  returned  to  San 
Antonio.  I  say,  with  this  knowledge,  and  after 
all  this,  he  remained — voluntarily  remained,  along 
with  some  two  or  three  companies  of  Texan  vol- 
unteers, at  the  Rio  Grande.^Now,  if  any  one 
shall  say  (as  I  have  admitted,  for  the  argument) 
that  the  expedition  was  lawful  from  thebeginning, 
and  that  Mr. Callaghan,  with  his  goods,  was  there 
by  tlie  legitimate  authority,  and  upon  the  just  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Government,  and  that  if  his 
gooAB  had  then  been  destroyed,  he  would  be  en- 
titled to  compensation  for  them;  it  cannot  be  said 
that  this  continued  to  be  the  case  after  the  expedi- 
tion was  countermanded — after  it  was  ordered 
back  to  San  Antonio — after  its  commander  (under 
whose  authority  alone  Mr.  Callaghan  claims  to 
have  acted)  was  deprived  of  command  and  placed 
under  arrest.  If  he  was  under  military  orders,  as 
he  claims  to  have  been,  and  so  readily  and  impli- 
citly obeyed,  under  Colonel  Harney  to  go  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  he  was  bound,  as  was  every  officer 
and  every  soldier  of  the  whole  expedition — whether 
regular  or  volunteer — to  obey  the  countermanding 
Older;  to  return  to  San  Antonio;  and  every  day, 
every  hour,  that  he  remained  there  after  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  order  was  Iriven  for  the  expedition 
to  return,  was  a  disobedience  of  orders,  and  a 
a  violation  of  the  law.  For  no  such  act  as  this 
ooukl  hs  claim  oompensation  as  service  to  the 


Government;  for  no  loss  incurred  by  him  as  a 
conseciuence  of  such  disobedience  of  orders,  or 
violation  of  the  law,  can  he  claim  compensation 
at  our  hands.  Yet  he  did  so  remain  at  the  Rio 
Grande  several  days — perhaps  a  week.  I  do  not 
state  this  ft*om  mere  hearsay,  but  in  part  from 
personal  observation,  and  from  the  familiar  his- 
tory of  the  tim^.  .  About  the  time  Colonel  Har- 
ney returned  from  the  Rio  Grande  under  arrest, 
I  was  at  San  Antonio;  and  my  impressions  of  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  somewhat  remarkable 
case,  which  made  some  noise,  wgre  very  strong 
at  the  time,  and  are  still  quite^distlnct.  Colonel 
Harney  returned  promptly,  and  yielded  up  his 
command  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  his  supe- 
*rior  in  command.  So  did  all  the  regular  troops 
return.  The  Texan  volunteers,  and  Mr.  Calla- 
ghan, with  liis  goods,  disregarded  the  order,  and 
remained  at  the  Rio  Grande.  Why  they  did  so 
is  unexplained.  That  they  did  so  improperly 
and  unlawfully,  cannot  be  denied.  And  so  long 
did  this  disobetlience  continue,  that  the  officer 
who  succeeded  Colonel  Harney  in  the  i*ame  rank, 
went  expressly  to  repeat  the  order,  that  the  remain- 
ing Texan  volunt^rs  should  remain  no  longer, 
but  return  at  once  to  San  Antonio.  Not  until 
then,  did  they  or  Callaghan  return;  and  then  it  was 
that  they  burned  his  goods — for  the  purpose,  as 
alleged,  of  preventing  their  falling  into  the  hands 
of  tne  enemy.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  such  cir- 
cumstances furnish  a  strange,  a  most  extraordi- 
ary  foundation  for  a  claim.  Its  very  inception 
is  connected  with  and  characterized  by  an  expe- 
dition, as  has  been  seen,  wholly  unauthorized, 
and  deemed  so  improper  as  not  only  to  be  coun- 
termanded, but  to  subject  its  leader  to  deprivation 
of  command.  Individually,  I  pass  no  opinion 
upon  the  inherent  merits  of  this  part  of  the  case, 
or  of  the  persons  implicated.  I  merely  state  the 
facts,  and  assume  them  as  the  legitimate  basis  of 
my  argument. 

1  here  repeat  the  inquiry,  and  it  is  suggestive 
and  significant,  why  did  Mr.  Callaghan-  remain 
at  the  Rio  Grande  after  the  order  was  given,  and 
the  main  body  of  the  troops,  in  obedience  t^  it, 
had^eturned  to  San  Antonio?  He  had  obeyed 
the  original  order  of  Colonel  Harney,  which  re- 
quired nim  to  to  take  his  goods,  and  hasten  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  where  he  and  they  might  be  exposed 
to  some  danger  from  the  enemy.  W h*y  not  obey 
the  order  of  General  Taylor,  which  was  certainly 
not  less  lawful,  nor  harder  in  its  terms,  when  that 
would  have  carried  him  and  his  goods  back  to  San 
Antonio  in  safety,  and  under  proper  (protection  ? 
If  his  claim  to  compensation  had  its  origin,  as  he 
alleges,  in  his  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Harney,  supposing  those  orders  to  have  been  law- 
ful, its  validity  could  only  have  continued,  and  its 
consummation  and  present  allowance  can  only  be 
justified,  by  continued  obedience  to  ordei^s  equally 
lawful,  in  consequence  of  which  the  lo.ss  he  com- 
plains of  shall  be  proved.      ^ 

It  is  said  in  the  memorial,  and  set  forth  in  the 
report,  1  believe,  that  these  goods,  at  setting  out 
upon  the  expedition^  were  delivered  to  a  Ueuten- 
ant  of  the  army,  acting  as  quartermaster.  This, 
however,  only  embraces  the  time  of  the  march  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and«  while  Colonel  Harney  and 
his  regulars.  Of  which  this  lieutenant  was  one, 
remained  on  that  river.  But  it  is  not  shown,  nor  ' 
alleged,  for  it  is  not  the  fact,  that  this  acting  quar- 
termaster continued  in  possession  and  charge  of 
the  goods  when  the  expedition  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn. He  returned  to  San  Antonio  with  the  other 
troops,  leaving  Mr.  Callaghan  with  hisgoods,  who 
chose  to  remain,  in  disobedience  of  orders,  at  the 
Rio  Grande. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  alleged  that  these  goods 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  commanding  offi* 
cer.  Now,  where  is  that  order  ?  And  that  their 
destruction  was  necessary  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  where  is  the  evi- 
dence of  that  necessity  ?  This  order  may  have 
been  given — this  necessity  may  have  existed;  but, 
sir,  the  decision  of  the  question  does  not  depend 
upon  such  a  denial  of  an  alleged  fact.  To  main- 
tain the  claim,  both  the  order  and  the  necessity 
for  it,  must  be  shown.  Now,  sir,  1  do  deny  that 
either  has  been  shown.  Certainly  neither  has 
been  shown  by  such  evidence  as  has,  always  be- 
fore, been  required  to  maintain  any  claim  of  this 
character  before  this  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  to  my  mind  this  cassi  more 
strikitigly  than  any  1  have  noticed  for  a  long  tim#» 
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shnws  tlie  propriety»  the  nefcessity,  indeed,  of 
having  a  Board  of  Accounts,  or  some  sort  of  tri- 
bunal separate  from  Congress,  to  adjudicate  private 
claims,  if  we  would,  ut  the  same  time,  do  justice 
to  individuals  and  protect  the  Treasury.  All 
claims  come  before  us,  and  are  necessarily  passed 
upoo  by  our  committees  upon  ex  parte  testimony. 
We  get,  we  can  only  get,  one  side  of  die  question. 
The  claimant  comes  forward,  as  Mr.  Callaghan  in 
this  case,  with  all  that  can  be  said  or  shown  in 
support  of  his  claim.  He,  of  course,  says  noth- 
ing, shows  not^ingfOn  the  other  side  which  could 
by  possibility  miliiate  against  his  claim.  Every- 
thing but  wnat  is  favorable  to  him  is,  of  course, 
carefully  excluded.  No  one  is  here  or  before  the 
committees  to  suggest  objections,  to  find  out  testi- 
niony»  or  to  cross-examine  witnesses,  in  favor  of 
the  Government.  Indeed,  there  are  no  witnesses 
to  be  cross-examined;  ex pa//£  affidavits,  deposiliotis 
wUhotU  notice,  as  it  were,  being  the  only  witnesses 
before  us;  and  there  they  stand,  fixed,  dogged, 
and  impracticable.  Suppose,  sir,  proceedings  in 
the  courts  of  the  country,  involving  rights  and 
interests,  as  between  citizens,  were  conducted  in  a 
similar  manner,  where  one  uide  only  of  a  case  was 
heard,  what  chance  of  justice  would  there  be? 

One  more  word  about  that  order  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  goods.  1  a^nin  ask,  wh^re  is  it  ?  Sir, 
this  inquiry  is  more  significant  now  than  former- 
ly, for  the  reason,  that  in  the  discussion  of  this 
very  point,  at  a  former  session,  the  same  inquiry 
was  made.  It  was  not  answered  then;  and,  al- 
though a  sufficient  time  to  produce  it  has  elapsed, 
if  it  was  in  existence,  it  is  not  here  yet.  i  do  not 
Uiink  it  ever  will  be  produced,  for  1  do  not  think 
it  exists,  or  ever  did  exist,  in  such  a  form  as  would 
sustain  this  claim. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  grounds  of  my 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Upon  th em , 
I  snail  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  if  right,  should  of  course  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  bill  which  is  before  the  Senate. 
He  assumes  that  we  are  to  look  behind  the  order 
of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  forces;  and  that 
we  are  to  ascertain  whether  that  officer  was  au- 
thorised to  give  the  command;  and  that  if  he  was 
not  authorized  the  Governinent  is  not  bound  by 
the  orders  of  that  officer.  Now,  Colonel  Harney 
was  in  command  of  the  forces  at  Sun  Antonio.  He 
undertook  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande.  He  had 
not  sufficient  provisions  to  carry  the  army  under 
his  command  to  that  point.  He  took  the  goods  of 
this  merchant,  placed  them  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
United  States  Conuni^sioners,  carried  them  with 
hifl  army  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  used  them  for 
the  support  of  the  army  whilst  it  was  going  there, 
and  whilst  it  was  there.  These  facts  are  conceded 
by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas;  but  he  savs  that 
inasmuch'as  Colonel  Harney  was  unauthorized  by 
General  Taylor  to  make  that  march — that  because 
he  had  no  such  authj^rity,  the  individual  citizen, 
whose  goods  were  so  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harney, 
ougnt  not  to  be  paid,  f  think  the  Senate  arc  not 
prepared  to  support  that  proposition. 

The  Senator  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  one  of  the 
facts  upon  which  his  argument  in  predicated.  He 
asks  why  this  merchant  remained  at  the  Rio 
Grande  with  his  goods?  Why  did  he  not  bring 
them  away  ?  Why  he  stayed  there  after  Colonel 
Harney's  retreat?  He  did  return  with  Colonel 
Harney,  and  his  goods  were  destroyed  prior  to  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harney, 
leaving  tlie  Rio  Grande.  They  were- destroyed 
because  the  American  army  at  that  point  was  not 
in  sufficient  force  to  resist  the  enemy,  and  to  pre- 
'  vent  the  goods  falling  into  their  hands.  The  wag- 
ons which  carried  them  there  being  wanted  to  carry 
the  materials  of  war  back  again,  they  were  unable 
to  carry  the  goods,  and  the  goods  were  destroyed. 
My  friend  from  Texas  [Mr.  Rusk]  will  rend,  if  it 
is  desired,  the  certificates  of  the  officers,  stating 
the  facts  that  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  These  facts,  I  understand,  are  con- 
ceded to  be  correct  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas. 
They  are,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  American 
forces  were  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Har- 
ney; in  the  next  place,  that  the  goods  of  this  man 
were  taken  possession  ofby  order  of  Colonel  Har- 
ney, and  placed  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
United  States  commissioners;  that  they  were  taken 
to  the  Rio  Grande — part  of  diem  was  used  by  the 
soidien  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  part 


was  destroyed  by  order  of  the  conunanding  o/ficer 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  only  point  upon  which  tlie  claim  is  resisted 
is,  that  Colonel   Harney  was  unauthorized   to  , 
make  this  march  by  General  Taylor,  who  was  i 
in  command  of  that  division  of  the  army,  and  I 
wha  was  some  two  hundred  miles  from  Inm.    I  I 
cannot  concede,  nor  do  1  believe  that  the  Senate  ; 
will  support  the  proposition,  that  where  an  officer  j 
of  the  united  States  Government,  in  the  separate  ! 
command  of  the  United  States  forces,  takes  pos- 
session of  individual  property  for  the  support  of ! 
the  forces  under  his  command,  uses  a  part  of  it,  j 
and  burns  the  rest  to  prevent  it  getting  into  the  I 
hands  of  the  enemy — that  the  individual    from  | 
whom  they  were  taken  is  not  to  be  compensated 
because  the  officer  has  transcended  the  authority  i 
thai  is  given  him.  1  think,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass.    I  am  unable  to  continue  the  de- 
bate, owing  to  a  cold  which  I  have,  and  to  giv«  \ 
(he  facts  and  arguments  as  1  otherwise  would 
have  done. 

xMr.  BAYARD.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  a  question.  I  understand  him  to  say 
that  the  goods  were  not  destroyed  until  after  Colo- 
nel Harney  and  the  regular  forces  had  left  the  Rio 
Grande.  There  is  a  question  of  fact.  The  report, 
I  suppose,  states  that  it  was  done  by  order  or  the 
officer  in  command.  Was  it,  then,  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Army  who  was  left  in  command, 
or  was  it  not?  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  says 
that  it  was  an  officer  in  the  Texas  volunteers,  and 
that  they  were  destroyed  after  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  left.  If  the  goods  were  destroyed 
after  the  troops  left,  I  do  not  see  why  compensa- 
tion should  be  made;  but  if  on  tlie  contrary  they 
were  destroyed  at  the  time  of  withdrawing  the 
troops  of  the.United  States,  or  before  they  were  { 
withdrawn,  1  think  the  compensation  ought  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  PRATT.  They  were  destroyed  by  order 
of  an  officer  of  the  Ignited  States  Government. 
They  were  placed  in  possession  of  Lieutenant 
Rogers,  who  was  acting  commissary  of  the  com- 
mand under  Colonel  Harney. 

Mr.  SH  lELDS.  Perhaps  I  may  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman by  stating;  what  I  learned  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  claimant. 
1  saw  him  at  the  place  where  his  goods  were  de- 
stroyed. I  did  not  see  the  destruction,  of  course. 
That  preceded  ray  arrival  there.  1  joined  General 
Wool  at  that  place.  This  expedition  had  preceded 
General  Wool 's  expedition ; and  what  I  learned  from 
Colonel  Harney  and  this  gentleman  himself  (we 
occupied  the  same  house  at  the  same  time)  was 
this,  that  Col.  Harney  did  take  possession  of  the 

floods, and  took  this  man  along  with  him;  butwh^g 
le  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  he  left  the  goods  in 
the  custody  'of  one  of  his  officers,  with  instructions 
that  if  the  Mexicans  should  press  upon  him:  if  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  his  position  too  sud- 
denly, he  should  destroy  the  goods  rather  than  let 
them  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  offi- 
cer, in  pursuance  of  that  order,  burned  the  goods 
— I  saw  the  place  where  they  were  burned— so 
that  the  man  himself,  of  course,  had  no  option 
about  it.  If  the  goods  had  not  been  destroyed 
they  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Mex- 
icans. I  did  not  hear  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  but  I  believe  his  objection  to  this 
bill  is,  that  Colonel  Harney's  expedition  was  not 
authorized. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  That  was  one  ground  of  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  That  ii^true.  He  went  there 
without  authority.  I  happened  to  b^at  Monte- 
rey at  the  lime,  and  heard  General  Taylor  say 
some  hard  things  about  it.  But  if  it  had  been 
successful — and,  indeed,  it  waR  in  Uie  first  in- 
stance, the  Mexicans  being  driven  away — Col- 
onel Harney  would  Imve  received  a  great  deal 
of  credit.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
man,  as  I  understand.  Colonel  Harney  was  in 
the  United  States  service;  he  acted  on  his  own 
risk  in  that  matter;  and  although  he  did  not  go  in 
accordance  with  orders,  so  far  as  I  understand  it, 
he  had  not  disobeyed  any  orders.  But  Colonel 
Harney  took  the  goods  from  Calla£:han,and  kept 
them  with  him.  I  know  Colonel  Harney,  and 
probably  others  hei*e  do.  He  was  one  of  those 
men  who  would  not  ^ve  Callaghan  time  to  raise 
any  question  about  his  conduct.  He  seized  these 
goods  and  kepi  them  there.  They  were  destroyed 
by  his  orders.    Under  these  circumstances,  I  will 


ask  any  honorable  Senator  whether  tki  maa  i; 
not  entitled  to  compensation  ?  At  the  tine,  ^ 
Colonel  Harney  haa  had  the  power  ht  woolrf 
have  paid  him  instantly,  and  so  i£'ould  any  of  qi 
But  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  This  mu*! 
goods  were  destroyed  by  the  order  of  an  officer  of 
me  United  States.  The  only  question  is,  wHl  (be 
United  States  indemnify  him  fortheloraofiHe«i 
Mr.  BORLAND.  There  seems  to  be  a  difer* 
ence  of  opinion  here  as  to  a  /a:f,  about  wbid 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  apprehend,  when  I  a^ 
attention  to  it.  I  understand  the  Senator  (na 
Maryland  [Mr.  Pratt]  to  say  that  these  goodi 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  Colonel  Harney,  b^ 
fore  he  left  the  Rio  Grande. 

Ml'.  PRATT.    Oh,  no;   by  an  officer  of  \h 
Government,  not  by  Colonel  Harney.. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Then  I  misunderstood  tbf 
Senator.  The  fact  is,  the  goods  were  n^t  da- 
troyed  until  some  time  after  Colonel  Harney  b4 
returned  to  San  Antonio.  Now,  sir,  as  the  Snt- 
tor  from  Illinois  f  Mr.  Shields]  has  stated  tome 
circumstances  of  his  personal  knowledge,  ii  may 
not  be  improper  for  me  to  state  some  fmm  nj 
own,  as  it  so  happened  that  I  was  at  Sa&Antomo 
about  the  time  of  these  occurrences,  and  befort 
Mr.  Calkighan's  goods  were  destroyed  at  the  Ri^i 
Grande.  I  think  it  is  a  fact  of  my  penopL 
knowledge,  that  Mr.  Callaghan  did  not  rewn 
from  the  Rio  Grande  until  some  lime  ailerCotnnei 
Harney's  return,  and  until  after  the  goodi  had 
been  destroyed.  I  well  remember  it  was  said  is 
San  Antonio  at  the  time,  that  Mr.  Callaghan  hi 
aided  in  setting  fire  to  the  goods.  I  roentioa  thd 
as  a  fact — not  to  censure  him;  for  if  it  watri^bi 
to  destroy  the  goods  at  all,  it  was  notwroofin 
him  to  aid  in  their  destruction.  Again,  I  think k 
is  a  fact  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  no  oflic«r  of 
the  regular  Army  remained  at  the  Rio  Gmit 
with  the  Texan  volunteers,  after  Colonel  Hira?y 
and  the  regular  troops  returned.  The  poods  be- 
ing left  behind,  and  Mr.  Callaglian  with  them.iW 
presumption  is,  as  I  doubt  not  the  fact  va«,tbsi 
they  were  in  his  charge  and  possession— thit  \\ 
he  remained  there  voluntarily  with  them,  for  mr- 
poses  of  his  own,  (surely  he  was  subserrin'M 
public  interest,)  and  consequently  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  at  his  own  risk.  It  is  said  t^«: ' 
Captain  Cfady,  the  senior  captain  of  the  Texan 
volunteers  that  remained  at  the  Rio  Orande,  vho 
commanded  after  Colon ey  Harney  reiomed.pire 
the  order  to  burn  the  goods.  I  do  not  qiieraw 
this.  But  I  do  deny  the  rightfulness  of  thai  or- 
der, as  I  deny  the  nghtfulness  of  Captain  Cady, 
Mr.  Callaghan,  or  a  single  man  of  the  expediij(»n 
(even  if  they  went  there  rightfully  at  first)  n- 
raaining  an  nouF  after  the  order  had  beei)  girento 
them  to  return. 

Then,  as  to  the  want  of  transportation.   I  «n- 
not  understand  how  that  want  came  about.  When 
the  expedition  went  out  they  had  sufficient  trans- 
portation, for  they  carried,  oesidesall  other  neces- 
saries, ^r.  Callaghan *a  $S5,000  worth  of  ?oo^ 
Now^  were  not  the  means  of  iranspprdn?  tn» 
amount  from  San  Antonio  to  the  Rio  Grande,  sa^ 
ficient  to  carry  back  again  the  reduced  amount  of 
$10,000  ?    My  opinion  is,  that  there  was  not,wd 
could  not  have  been,  any  want  of  transporuiiPB- 
Indeed,  I  well  remember  it  was  said  at  the  tjj? 
that  v^agons  were  burnt,  together  with  the  cood*; 
and  I  had  supposed  that  their  estimated  talae  mwi 
a  part  of  the  #16,000  now  claimed  for  loss.  I  wj 
be  mistaken  in  this,  though  such  is  my  impression- 
I  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  thiuCoww 
Harney  was  in  the  habit,  not  only  of  gi»in?oroefi 
with  decision,  but  of  having  them  obeyed  m>- 
But  that  Mr.  Callaghan  was  carried  along,  nolm 
voUns,  by  force,  and  under  the  stringent  operatioB 
of  a  military  order,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  to  po, 
or  was  afraid  to  go,  is  not  sustained  bf  tbecl^ 
cumstances  of  this  case.    He  was  an  old  trader  iP 
the  Mexican  country,  across  the  Rio  Grande,  sicfl 
in  the  constant  habit  of  traveling  backwards  and 
forwards  from  San  Antonio.    He  was  inieresteo 
in  working  one  of  the  Mexican  silrer  mines,  pa- 
haps  that  of  Santa  Rosa.    He  was  in  the  constwni 
habit  of  trading  backwards  and  forwards; apdne 
kept  a  stock  of  goods  suited  to  that  ount^- 
One  reason,  perhaps  the  controlling  one,  "^^7^ 
onel  Harney  made  arrangements  with  him  lofj 
with  the  expedition,  was  the  fact  that  hecouifl 
carry  goods  which  were  suited  to  the  Mexic«n»j 
and- understand 
with  their  character 


ing  their  language,  bang  fiwnijnjj 
bcter  and  habits,  and  expcfieiK«i 
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in  trading  with  them,  he  would  be  able  to  render 
essential  seririce  to  the  expedition  in  procuring 
•upplies;  while  he  wa«,  at  the  same  time,  serving 
himself  by  exchanging  his  goods  fof  Mexican  for- 
age and  provisions,  which  he  was  selling  to  the 
troops,  and,  upon  the  operation,  realizing  a  hand- 
some  profit. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  As  far  as  I  understand  the 
Senator,  his  objection  turns  on  the  fact  whether 
Colonel  Harney  authorized  the  destruction  of  the 
goods. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  If  the  Senator  had  been  in 
the  Chamber  when  I  made  my  first  remarks,  he 
would  have  heard  the  three  grounds  of  my  objec- 
tion. The  first  is,  that  the  expedition  was  an  un- 
authorized one.  The  next  is,  that  Mr.  Callaghan 
ought  not  to  have  remained  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Rio  Grande  after  the  expedition  had  been  or- 
dered back,  and  after  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
had  returned  to  San  Antonio.  He  ou^t  not  to 
have  remained  there  beyond  their  protection,  when 
he  had  the  opportunity  and  means  of  getting  back 
to  San  Antonio  in  good  time.  If  the  circumstan- 
ces were  such  as  to  require  Che  expedition  to  fall 
back,  he  should  hate  returned.  My  third  ground 
of  objection  is,  the  want  of  what  I  regard,  and 
what!  understand  the  Senate  has  heretofore  re- 
garded, ascompetentproofof  the  order,  by  proper 
authority,  to  destroy  the  goods;  or  of  the  necessity 
of  that  order,  supposing  it  to  have  been  given. 

Mr.  SH  (ELDS.  I  have  already  stated  what  I 
heard  those  gentlemen  say.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
does  not  pretend  to  say  that  I  stated  that  incor- 
rectly. They  told  me — I  am  not  responsible  for 
what  they  snid,  they  may  have  told  sne  false- 
hoods— that  Colonel  Harney  had  gone  there,  had 
pressed  the  goods,  had  taken  possession  of  them; 
and  when  he  left  that  place,  had  taken  the  wag- 
ons, carried  off  the  residue,  and  left  these  goods, 
with  instructions  that  if  the  Mexicans  came  and 
forced  them  to  abandon  their  position,  the  man 
whona  he  left  there  in  charge  of  the  goods — not 
Callaghan — should  destroy  them.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  pretends  to  say  thatl  did  not 
near  these  statements. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  I  have  said  nothing  at  all 
about  the  Senator's  statements.  It  seems  to  me 
he  has  introduced  that  unnecessarily.  I  am  not 
questioning  his  statements  upon  any  point;  but  I  am 
statin*;  the  circumntances  which  satisfy  my  mind 
that  the  goods  were  not  destroyed  unaer  the  cir- 
cumstant  crt  allei^ed  in  the  memorial,  in  such  a  way, 
and  by  such  authority  as  would  entitle  thepetitioner 
to  relief.  I  make  no  question  of  the  Senator's 
statements,  nor  those  of  any  other  Senator  upon 
the  floor,  or  elsewhere;  but  I  do  question  the  va- 
lidity of  this  claim  most  emphatically;  and  have 
presented  the  facts  and  considerations  which,  in 
my  opinion,  do  utterly  destroy  the  only  founda- 
tions upon  which  it  can  pretend  to  rest. 

I  may  be  wrong  in  the  positions  I  have  taken .  If 
so,  then  the  claim  should  be  allowed.  If  the  Sen- 
ate shall  be  satisfied,  first,  that  the  expedition  was 
an  authorized  one,  that  Colonel  H«mey  had  a 
right  to  mnke  it,  and  to  incur  all  the  expenses  and 
responsibilities  which  it  involved,  and  that  those 
responsibilities  justly  fall  now  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, then  that  ground  of  my  objection  is — to  your 
jnind,  not  mine — removed.  Next,  if  you  shall  be 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Callaghan  rightfully  remaii#d 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  after  the  order, 
frojp  unquestionable  authority,  had  been  eivenfor 
the  whole  expedition  to  return  to  San  Antonio, 
and  after  the  greater  part  had  so  returned^  and  Col- 
onel Harney  with  it,  then  the  second  ground  of  my 
objection  is — to  your  mind,  not  mine — removea. 
And  third,  if  it  is  satisfactorily  proved  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  destruction  of  these  goods  was  neces- 
sary to  the  public  service,  and  that  the  order  under 
which  they  were  destroyed  was  from  a  lawful 
source,  and  really  given,  then  that  objection  is — to 
your  mind,  not  mine — removed. 

Now,  sir,  how  far  does  this  responsibility  of  the 
Government  extend,  in  the  opinion  of  Senators.' 
The  ill  luck  which  Mr.  Callaghan  experienced  in 
this  famous  expedition,  did  not  at  all  deter  him 
from  a  repetition  of  his  trading  excursions  into  the 
Mexican  country,  just  beyond  the  Rio  Grande. 
It  was  generally  Known  that  he  made  several  after 
thin  time. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.    Under  protection. 
Mr.  BORLAND.     If  he  had  protection,  I  am 
not  aware  of  it.    I  met  him  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, at  Presidio,  with  no  protection  at  all,  save 


such  as  was  afibrded  him  by  his  little  escort  of 
Mexican' servants  whom  he  had  to  assist  him, 
with  a  careo  of  silver  which  he  had  obtained  in 
the  mines  Aoni  Santa  Rosa,  iQ  exchange  for  ^ods 
he  had  Carried  there,  and  in  collection  of  debts. 
How  many  of  these  ^peditions  he  made,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but  I  do  know  that  the  newspapers  stated 
that  in  returning  from  one  of  them,  tie  was  fallen 
upon  either  by  Mexicans  or  Indians,  or  some 
others,  robbed  of  his  goods,  and  nearly  lost  his 
life.  Do  Senators  think  he  can  claim  payment 
for  his  losses  on  that  occasion .'  I  think  he  could, 
with  as  much  lawful  right  as  he  does  now  for  those 
sustained  at  the  Rio  Grande.    Why  not? 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr,  President,  1  dislike  to  trou- 
ble the  Senate,  for  1  know  that  very  frequently 
lengthened  speaking  on  these  small  bills,  instead 
of  benefiting  them,  does  them  a  positive  injury. 
But  there  is  some  conflict  here  in  regard  to  the 
testimony.  The  Senator  from  A  rkansas  says  that 
fhis  claim  has  been  before  the  Senate  for  )i  long 
time.  That  is  very  true;  but  it  has  been  up  for 
.action  only  twice.  It  was  before  the  Senate  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  was  then  discussed  at  length. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  on  that 
occasion  showed  just  as  much  zeal  as  be  has  now 
shown  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Still, 
the  bill  was  then  passed  by  tnis  body.  1  propose 
now  to  read  some  of  the  testimony  in  this  case,  as 
there  seems  to  be  some  conflict  in  regard  to  it.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  pardon  me  for 
reading  from  the  testimony.  I  will  first  read  the 
statement  of  Captain  Cauy,  a  gentleman  under 
whose  orders  the  goods  were  destroyed: 

*^  (n  July,  1846,  Cokinel  Uamey  ordered  my  compAny  to 
e^ort  Mr.  Callaghan^K  gnod>i  tn  tbcRiu Grande.  Mr.  Calla- 
gtian  told  me  that  he  was  taking  the  itood.'*  to  sell  for  thepur- 
|KMe  of  purchasins  supplies  for  the  conmiand* — after  we 
arrived  at  San  Antonio,    t  know  that  Mr.  Calla^haii  told 

S«kh1«  for  provisions  and  forage,  and  turned  ihem  over  to 
)e  quortennaster  fhr  the  use  of  the  troops.  Colonel  Har- 
ney ordered  three  companies  of  volunteers  to  renininonthe 
left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  until  funher  orders,  and  wiUi 
the  balance  of  the  command  marched  for  San  Antonio,  ta- 
kins  with  him  all  the  wafons  but  two.  Mr.  CailaKhan  fur 
niched  hhi  own  transportation,  ahd  had  previously  sent  hi« 
carts  to  San  Antonio. 

<<  A  Tew  days  after  Colonel  Haroey  loft,  we  received  an 
order  from  Colone)  Younf,  commanding  voluuteen,  di- 
rected to  Captains  Cady,  Suiitb^  and  Evans,  to  repair  imme- 
diately on  receipt  of^Uie  order  to  San  Antonio  with' their 
commands.  After  receiving  Cok>nel  Young's  order,  we 
sent  the  auaneniis^ter  over  the  river  to  purchase  provis- 
ions^ and  hire  carts  or  pack  mules  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porung  our  provisions  and  Mr.  Callaghan 's  goodo  to  San 
Antonio,  when  our  men  were  in  the  boat,  and  about 
returning,  they  were  flred  upon  by  a  party  of  Mexicans, 
wounding  several  of  our  men.  The  enemy  Uien  destroyed 
our  boat.  At  that  time  the  river  was  unusually  high,  some  j 
five  or  six  hundred  yards  wide,  extremely  swift,  ami  impos- 
sible for  us  to  ford  or  cross.  After  remaining  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  several  days,  the  river  continuing  to  rise, 
our  provisions  getting  scarce,  we  concluded  to  march  to 
San  Antonio  pursuant  to  orders.  As  we  had  no  means  of 
transporUng  the  public  property  or  Mr.  Callaghan 's  goods,  a 
council  of  officers  was  called,  who  ordered  the  property  to 
be  destroyed  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Our  two  wagons  could  not  more  than  carry 
the  sick  and  provisions  enough  to  last  to  San  Antonio. 

**  D.  C.  CADY,  JLole  Cajdain  Textu  Rangers. 
"  Statb  or  Tbx AS,  County  of  TVorts  ; 

**  Swoni  to,  sod  subscribed  oeAire  me,  this  May  3d,  A.  D. 
1850.  In  testimony  whereof.  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  the 
seal  of  the  county  court        J.  MINER,  jCAie/JiM^ice  *» 

That  is  the  statement  of  Captain  Cady,  an  ofii- 
cer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
left  on  the  Rio  Grande,  by  the  command  of  Col- 
onel Harney,  and  in  possession  of  these  goods. 
Colonel  Harney's  statement  is  corroborative  of 
these  facts.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should 
trouble  the  Senate  with  reading  it  all.  The  con- 
eluding  portion  is  as  follows: 

^*  Upon  the  return  of  the  last  troops  to  San  Antonio,  be 
disposed  of  a  portion  of  said  stock  at  the  Rio  Grande.  A 
large  portion  of  it,  as  I  am  inforoaed  and  believe,  was  de- 
stroyed at  said  river,  to  prevent  its  fklling  into  the  bands  of 
the  enemy.  I  made  this  contract,  because  f  was  satisfied 
that  tiic  funds  and  supplies  of  the  quartermasier*s  depart- 
ment, at  San  Antonio,  were  not  sufficient  for  the  siipport  of 
the  expedition.  W.  8.  HARNEY, 

"  CoUmet^drogoont  of  the  United  States  jtrmy.** 

I  will  next  read  the  statement  of  D.  G.  Rogers, 
2d  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  and  assistant  quarter- 
master: 

*<  I  do  herebv  certify,  upon  honor,  that  I  accompanied  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harney  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  acted  as  quartemaster  of  the  same.  The 
Ibroat  composing  aaid  eommand,  left  San  Antonio  on  the 
ad  day  of  July,  1846.  Benjamin  Callaghan,  a  resident  mer- 
chant of  San  Antonio,  accompanied  said  expedition  witli  a 
large  stock  of  merchandise,  which  said  stock,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  thereof,  was  subject  to  my  order,  (br  the 
tuM  asd  snb«islanc«  of  the  anny,  after  the  same  had  reached 
Hm  Rio  Grande.  A  part  of  said  roerebsndlse  wsa  disposed 
of  by  Mr.  CaUsghaa  at  the  Rio  Giande,  and  the  Amdi  paid 


over  to  me.    A  large  portion  of  the' same  waa  destroyed,  by 
of^er  of  tlie  officer  remaining  in  cotnraand  of  the  portion 
of  the  forces  left  at  the  Rio  Grande,  upon  his  return  to 
!  San  Antonio,  to  prevent  the  same  falling  into  the  handa  of 
the  enemy.    I  am  satisfied,  from  my  knowledge  gf  tbecir- 
cumstances,tliat  Iba  invoice  and  account  current  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Callaghan  against  the  quarterroaner's  department 
is  correct,  and  that  the  balnnco  of  $16,194  50,  as  tlierein 
Hpei'ified,  is  a  just  and  valid  charge  ngninst  the  quarter- 
master's department.  O.  O.  ROQEill^ 
<*  Hd  lieutenant  of  dragoons.  A.  <A.  Q.  Af. 
«  S«|rfei»4er21,  1846." 

In  relation  to  the  account  current,  the  same  offi- 
cer says: 

<<  r  hereby  certify^  upon  honor,  that  I  have  examined  the 
witliin  account,  which  is  the  same  referred  to  in  my  certiA- 
cate  of  this  date,  and  find  the  balance  therein  stated,  to  be 
the  amount  of  the  merchandise  destroyed  by  order  or  D.  C. 
Cady,  captain  commanding  at  camn  Juniata,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  on  the  96th  day  of  August,  1846. 

'<  D.  G.  ROGERS. 
"  3d  ^tuienant  6f  dragoons,  A.  Ji.  Q.  M. 

"Sc7»<cm*erSl,1846." 

The  facts  of  this  case  are  shortly  these.  Colo- 
nel Harney — whatever  quarrel  there  may  be,  and 
we  have  no^evidence  that  it  was  no  authorized 
exoedltton,  except  the  opinion  of  gentlemen — was 
aH  separate  poat. .  Every  body  Icnows  Colonel 
Harney  to  be  a  bold  man.  He  made  an  expedi- 
tion from  San  Antonio  to  the  Rio  Grande.  No- 
body contends  that  hedid  that  against  orders;  but 
he  wns  ordered  back  by  the  commanding  gene- 
ral. He  left  San  Antonio  with  sufficient  force,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  to  whip  all  the  Mexicans 
who  would  dare  to  come  near  him.  Colonel  Har- 
ney could  not  get  along,  could  not  support  his 
forces  without  taking  these  goods  with  him;  hence 
he  made  a  contract  with  Callaghan,  and  the  goods 
were  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  to  supply 
the  troops  with  forage  and  provisions.  After  he 
got  to  the  Rio  Grande  he  received  the  order  of  ^e 
commanding  general  to  return,  and  he  did  return 
with  a  part  of  his  command,  taking  all  the  bag- 
gage wagons  with  him  except  \yto.  When  he 
returned  to  San  Antonio  he  left  Captain  Evans, 
Captain  Cady,  and  Captain  Smith  in  possession 
at  the  Rio  Grande,  where  they  remained,  and 
where  these  goods  remained  to  support  the  troops. 
It  seems  that  afterwards  an  order  was  received 
fVom  Colonel  Youn^,  who  had  superseded  Harney 
in  command,  directing  these  men  to  retire  from 
the  Rio  Gh'ande  to  San  Antonio.  For  the  purpose 
of  doing  so,  they  sent  a  detachment  overtne  river 
to  procure  transportation,  in  order  to  take  the 
ffoods  to  San  Antonio.  Coming  back  they  were 
fired  on  by  the  Mexicans,  and  their  boat  was  de-^ 
stroyed.  There  was  no  transportation  on  this  side' 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  they  could  procure  none 
on  the  other  side.  The  goods  were  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  officer  of  the  quartermaster's  aepart- 
ment,  by  no  fauh  of  Callaghan,  at  the  instance  of 
the  colonel  in  command,  and  under  the  sanction 
of  the  quartermaster,  who  was  responsible  for  his 
conduct  in  his  accounts  with  the  Department  here. 
The  troops  were  ordered  by  the  commanding  of- 
ficer to  return.  They  hjid  but  two  baggage 
wagons,  which  were  barely  sufficient  to  transport 
the  sick.  What  did  they  do  under  these  circum- 
stances ?  They  held  a  council  of  officers.  I  hapr 
pen  to  know  these  gentlemen.  Mr.  Evans,  who 
was  for  a  long  time  a  very  creditable  officer  of  our 
judiciary,  and  a  man  of  talents,  respectability ,  and 
couage,  was  one  of  them.  Captain  Smith,  an- 
other one,  was  also  distinguished  for  his  courage 
and  ability.  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
Captain  Cady  personally,  but  I  understand  that 
he  IS  very  much  of  a  gentleman.  These  three  offi- 
cers it  seems,  from  the  statement  of  Captain  Cady, 
under  oath,  held  a  council  to  determine  whether 
they  should  go  ofifand  leave  Callaghan  *s  goods  to 
be  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  thus  give  them  en- 
couragement and  support,  or  to  abandon  the  place 
and  oestroy  the  goods.  They  chose  the  latter  al- 
ternative, and  destroyed  the  goods. 

Now,  if  this  doea  not  make  a  legal  and  just 
daim  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  conceive  what  would 
make  a  just  and  legal  claim.  If  this  state  of  facts, 
and  this  testimony,  does  not  justify  the  claim,  I  do 
not  know  what  could.  I  might  have  read  more 
testimony  in  corroboration  of  the  points  of  the 
case,  but  I  did  not  choose  to  delay  the  Senate  on 
that  subject. 

Something  has  been  said  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Callaghan.  It  is  said  that  he  is  a  Mexifan  trader. 
He  is  a  gallant  Irishman.  I  know  him  well; 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is  capable  gf  bringing 
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before  Congress,  even  upon  his  own  unsupported 
statement,  an  improper  account.  He  is  a  m(fn 
who  has  had  dealings  with  the  Mexicans,  and  is 
very  w^l  hked  by  uiern.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
reputation  as  a  merchant.  1  happen  to  know  that 
after  this  time,  when  General  Wool  made  his  ex- 
pedition into  Mexico,  Mr.  Bryan  Callaghan,  with- 
out asking  any  pay  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
Unit'ed  States,  went  with  General  Wool,  was  his 
guide,  went  on  at  the  head  of  the  army  with  a 
fatigue  p&rty,  and  bridged  the  streams,  so  as  not  to 
delay  the  General  when  the  safety  of  the  army 
depended  on /his  joining  General  Ttiylor  immedi- 
ately. He  did  all  this  under  the  impulses  of  a 
warm  heart  and  a  gallant  disposition,  and  claimed 
no  pay  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  It.  If,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  a  sacrifice  of  Bryan  Callaghan  to  the 
amount  of  $16,000,  be  it  so;  but  I  must  protest 
against  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND.  Before  the  vote  is  taken,  1 
desire  to  say  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  advo- 
cates of  this  bill  undertake  to  put  it  on  a  founda- 
tion upon  which  it  does  not  rest.  If  a  bill  w^e 
brought  forward  to  be  passed  on  grounds  of  grmi- 
tude  to  Mr.  Callaghan,  or  on  his  personal  merits 
as  an  individual,  1  should  not  have  a  word  to  ^y 
against  it,  because  I  concur  in  what  has  bpen  said 
in  his  favor  in  this  respect.  I  have  cause  to  know 
that  he  is  a  very  clever  man.  This  is  my  opinion 
from  some. personal  knowledge  of  him.  For  that 
reason  I  do  not  wish  that  this  debate  should  give 
any  such  color  or  direction  to  my  remarks  as  to 
reflect  on  Mr.  Callaghan  as  an  individual,  or  on 
any  one  else.  I  do  not  oppose  the  bill  on  that 
account.  ]f  that  were  a  proper  ground  for  it  to 
stand  upon,  I  should  zealously  support  it;  because  i 
personally  I  entertain  for  him  very  kind  personal 
feelings,  perhaps  more  kind  than  for  any  other 
man  1  met  in  Texas.  My  objection  to  this  bill 
does  not  apply  to  the  personal  merits  of  Mr.  Cal- 
laghan at  all.  The  evidence  which  has  been  fur- 
Dish*!d  in  this  case  does  not  satisfy  me  that  this 
claim  rests  on  the  only  foundation  on  which  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  or  the  other  House  of 
Congress  have  ever  paid  a  claim.  We  may  sup- 
pose that  evidence  to  exist;  but  what  the  ^nator 
from  Texas  has  read  does  not  meet  the  objection ; 
that  evidence,  such  as  is  usually  required  is  not 
before  us.  The  Senator  read  the  vague  and  cau- 
tiously-wordM  statements  of  the  officers,  but  he  has 
not  produced  the  order.  He  has  not  produced 
evidence  or  circumstances  to  show  that  the  order 
ought  to  have  been  given,  or  the  fact  that  it  was 
given. 

1  find  by  one  of  the  affidavits  read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk,]  that  my  memory, 
in  one  particular,  was  sustained  in  point  of  time 
and  of  fact.  It  is  as  to  the  date  of  the  burning  of 
these  goods  at  the  Rio  Grande—the  2dth  Auo^st, 
1846.  I  arrived  at  San  Antonio  on  the  25th  of 
August,  1846;  and  early  in  September  of  that  year 
I  first  saw  Mr.  Callaghan, and  heard  from  him  the 
first  account  which  I  did  hear  of  the  burning  of 
his  goods,  on  the  Rio  Grande.  I  knew,  then,  that 
he  intended  to  bring  forward  a  claim  for  them; 
and,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  I  told  him  even 
then,  that  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  valid  claim.  It 
was  then  talked  about  freely,  and  the  impression 
on  my  mind  was,  that  it  hod  no  foundation  in 
justice.  It  cannot  be  considered  a  reflection  on 
this  gentleman,  who  does  not  think  so,  that  he 
brings  forward  the  claim.  There  is  no  question 
of  honor  involved  in  it.  If  we  are  to  assume  that 
it  is  evidence  of  dishonor  for  an  individual  to 
bring  forward  a  claim  when  others  think  it  unjust, 
we  should  brand  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  na- 
tion as  dishonorable. 

But  that  is  not  the  point.  The  question  is  this: 
Was  this  claim  established  before  us  by  testimony 
such  as  has  always  been  required,  and  such  as 
well-recognixed  and  established  principles  require 
we  should  have,  to  warrant  us  in  paying  a  claim 
of  this  character  ?  This  has  not  been  done  to  my 
satisfaction.     I  therefore  must  vote  against  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

WITHDRAWAL  OP  PAPERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

(Mered,  Tha^the  exftcatare  of  Robert  Portertlcid  have 
iMve  tn  withdraw  tbeir  Million  and  paMfs  (kom  ths  flJ«s 
Of  tbe  Sniate. 


EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRADBURY,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and  after  some  time  spent  therein  i^e  doors 
were  reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  until 
Monday. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. . 

Fridat,  March  19,  1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Morgan. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  PROSPER  M.  WETMORB. 

Mr.  ORR*.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  move  to  take  up  a  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read  a 
few  days  ago,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  pur- 
pose of  beinp^  printed.  I  make  the  motion  with  ^ 
view  of  havinff  the. message  referred  to  the  Con\- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  is  a  message  from  the 
President  transmitting  a  cdpy  of  the  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  accounts  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
late  Navy  agent  in  the  city  of  New  York.  I  do 
not  desire  to  debate  it  now,  but  simply  to  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  thatall 
the  communications  on  the  Speaker's  table  may 
be  taken  up  and  referred. 

Mr.  ORR.  This  communication  is  not  upon  the 
Speaker's  table.  It  was  read  and  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  1  simply  ask  now  that  it  may  be  taken 
up  and  referred. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR.  Well,  I  have  no  objection 
to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  objected  to  ? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  object,  and  call  for  the  regu- 
lar order  of  business. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the 
purpose  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  in  mov- 
ing to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calendar.  The  House  will  remember  that 
we  have  only  until  Tuesday  to  complete  the  de- 
ficiency bill,  and  if  the  object  of  the  gentleman  is 
to  contend  for  to-day  and  to-monroW|  why,  1  shall 
have  to  contend  witn  him  for  both  of  those  days. 
It  is  possible  that,  if  the  House  would  sit  to-mor- 
row, we  might  finish  the  deficiency  bill  by  Tues- 
day. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  disposed  to  compromise  with  the  gentleman.. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.SiTiiovR's 
motion,  and  there  were — ayes  60,  noes  32;  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  STANLY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  Chair.  If  the  deficiency  bill  is  not  disposed 
of  by  Tuesday  next,  will  it  not  be  then  superseded 
by  another  bill,  which  has  been  made  the  special 
order.' 

The  SPEAKER-  The  homestead  bill  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  is,  by  order  of  the 
House,  the  special  order  after  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  HALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  like  to 
inauire  if  the  last  Congress  did  not  appropriate 
$50,000,000  for  the  ^sent  fiscal  year,  which  is 
within  a  few  millions  of  the  amount  expended 
annually  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration  dunng  the 
war? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  amount  hasbeen  ex- 
pended to  pay  Mr.  Polk's  debts. 

Mr.  HALL.  No^  sir:  it  has  been  expended  to 
satisfy  your  'extravagance,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
indulgine-your  wastefulness  any  further. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  We  challenge  inquiry  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  we  may  refute  the 
assertion  of  the  srentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  There  is  no  chance  now  to 
debate  these  things  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
I  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  make  an  hour's 
speech.  I  was,  however,  disposed  myself,  on  the 
assurance  of  gentlemen  around  me,  that  they 
would  give  to-morrow,  and  Monday,  and  Tues- 
day, to  the  deficiency  bill — I  was  disposed  to  let 
private  bills  be  taken  up  to-day,  as  a  day  has  not 
bfeen  devoted  to  that  business  for  three  weeks. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
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yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Setmoitr'i  motkmtud 
there  were— ayes  25,  noes  70;  no  quorum. 

Mr.  FOWLER  demanded  tellers  on  erderiv 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  We  cannot  do  aay  boaiMa 
until  there  is  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  does  not  require  a  quoram  to 
order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  underatandt  Out 
it  requires  a  majority  of  the  House  todoUtcboa- 
ness  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL.  But  lees  than  a qaororo  ean  oriff 
the  yeas  and  nays.  Suppose  there  is  a  call  of  iW 
House 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  quite  a  different  thiv. 
It  is  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  qaonim  to  i» 
business. 

Mr.  ORR.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  very  hai^  nut- 
ter to  get  a  quorum  this  morning.  1  more  tJm 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House,  that  we  may  teevbo 
is  absent. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  1  call  (or  the  jm 
and  nays  on  that  motion.  That  will  answer  the 
same  purpose  as  the  call. 

The  jeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  andtbeqao' 
tion  bemg  taken  on  the  motion  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  House,  it  was  decided  in  the  ncgatire—yeai 
64,  nays  95;  as  follow: 

TEAS — Memnt.  Aiken,  WnHt  Allen,  Barren,  B«bms, 
I  Bibighmim,  Bowie,  Brsfg,  Brenlon,  Bmoki,  Boell,  Cte- 
dier,  Churcbwdl,  Censer,  Cullorn,  Curtu,  John  6.  Dvit, 
Dawson,  Eastman,  Edgcrten,  Evans,  Fanlkiier,  Fiirk, 
Floyd,  Preeoian,  Goodenow,  Gorman,  Harper,  Hart,  Bi- 
ven,  ThomaaT.  How,  Jackson,  James  Jahntoa,  J.  GtiMj 
Jones,  Letcher.  Lnckhart,  Mace,  Martin,  McDoaald.  If^ 
Lanaban,  McMulIin,  Meacham^iller,  Motoay,  HcarrO. 
Moore,  Morrison,  Orr,  Samoel  W.  Parker,  Pean,  PMpa, 
Porter,  Robinson,  Kcadder,  David  L.  S^finnar,  Saitt, 
Stanly,  Strattnn,  Tavlor,  Townslieod,  Tuck,  Vcaillt, 
Wallace.  Welcb,  Wilcox,  and  TaU'»-«4. 

NAY&^Messrs.  Allison,  John  Appleton,  WIIHaa  A#- 
pleton,  Averett,  Babcoek,  Bartlett,  Beale,  Boeoetlir- 
rowB.  Busby,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  Joseph  CaMefTknf- 
son  Campbell,  Chapman,  Clark,  Clingman,  CoM,  Itetc^ 
Dimmick,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Dnnham,  Dorkee.  E4mo*- 
son,  Ficklin,  Fowler,  Gamble,  Gaylord,  Gentry,  Giwt, 
Grow,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Isham  O.  Harris,  Sampwa  W.  Bv- 
rfs,  Hendricks,  Henn,  Hibbard,  Hillyer,  HolladsT,  H«n- 
ford,  Houston,  Howard,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Andrew  JdhBMa, 
John  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Daniel  T.  Joaei,  G» 
W.  Jones,  George  O.  King,  Kuhns.  Kurtx,  Masoa,  MeM, 
McUueen,  Mlllson,  John  Moore,  Morobead,  Newine,OI(k, 
Andrew  Parker.  Peaalee,  Penniman,  Perkins,  Poflu  P*»* 
ell,  Price,  BacKett,  Schennerhom,  SebookraA,  Sciffj, 
Origen  8.  Seymour.  Skelton,  Smart.  Snow,  BeajunisSiaa- 
ton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton^  lUcbard  H.  Staaloa,  Abtsba 
P.  Stevens,  Stone,  Stuart,  Sutherland.  Be^}amfai  Tbmf-^ 
son,  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Walsh,  Ward,  Wa^ 
baro,  Watkins,  Wdls,  Addison  White,  Alexander  Wtan, 
Wildrick,aDd  Williams— 95. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  not  ordered. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  f  hope  my  colleague  will  do» 
withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  navs,  snd  P*'* 
mit  the  House  to  go  into  Committeeoi  the  Whole, 
with  a  riew  to  taie  up  the  Private  Calendar  to- 
day. Then  I  am  wilhng  that  the  balance  of  the 
week  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideratioo  of  the 
deficiency  bill.  We  have  done  scarcely  anfihiiig» 
as  yet,U0onthe  Private  Calendar  this  sesiion, and 
I  hope  the  House  will  consent  to  take  that  bas- 
ness  into  c^sideration  to-day;  and  under  the 
pressing  necessity  of  the  case,  I  will  not  iowt 
upon  tidcing  up  tne  Private  Calendar  to-morrow; 
but  I  will  concur,  and  I  hope  those  who  are  d»- 
posed  to  take  up  the  Private  Calendar  will  coocnr, 
wi|h  the  proposition  of  the  frentleman  from  Ai&* 
bama,  the  cpairman  of  the  Committee  of  Win 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Houstok,]  to  take  up  the  d«* 
ciency  bill,  and  continue  iu  consideration  ubuI  it 
is  disposed  of.  1  hope  the  motion  to  jro  into  Coa* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar  wiD 
prevail.  ,. 

Mr.  STANLY.  If  I  thought  the  Hoosewwld 
certainly  meet  to-morrow,  and  as  j;entlemen  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  House  desire  to  fo  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar  w- 
duy ,  I  would  not  object  to  it,  I  will  wididrtwtM 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  I  aik  the  con- 
sent of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  lo  alloir 
me  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  "**J 
submits  proposition,  that  the  resolution  prorwi"? 
for  closing  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill,  be  *> 
modified  as  to  read,  •«  shall  cease  in  one  houransf 
the  committee  shall  next  take  the  subject  uoder 
consideration.'*  .     t 

I  ask  permission  to  state  to  the  House  ihaij 
now  have  the  floor  in  committee  on  that  biH,  aw 
that  I  with  to  debate  the  bUl  itself.  I  had  oej- 
pied  the  floor  about  eight  or  ten  miDUtes  wh«n  "« 
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«ubject  was  tast  under  considermiion,  and  I  have 
about  three  minutea  led  before  the  hour  arrives 
lor  closing  the  debate.  Now,  if  the  House  will, 
by  unanimous  consent,  permit  the  resolution  clos- 
ing debate  to  be  so  modified  as  to  provide  for 
closing  it  in  one  houf  after  the  committee  shall 
have  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  shall  then  retain  the  floor,  and  be  able  to 
majce  some  remarks  applicable  to  the  bill,  as  I  am 
instructed  to  do  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas;  on 
the  contrary,  I  think  that  his  request  ought  to  be 
granted.  I  think  that  his  explanation  ought  to  be 
made,  concerning  items  affecting  the  Indian  affairs; 
and  I  am  perfecuy  willing  to  agree  in  any  arrange- 
ment whicn  will  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  make 
the  necessary  explanation.  All  l  wish  is,  that  this 
day  shall  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate business^  and  then,  when  the  deficiency  bill 
comes  UD  to-morrow,  I  will  concur  in  any  propo- 
aition  or  that  kind. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  the  Speaker  will  put  the 
question  to  the  House,  whether  there  is  unani- 
mous consent  to  Aiodify  the  resolution  as  I  have 
indicated,  that  will  decide  the  matter,  and  nothing 
more  need  be  said  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  JONlilS,  of  Tennessee.  I  will  suggest  to 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  to  change  his  re- 
quest, so  as  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  to  take 
up  the  motion,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  to 
reconsider,  and  then  the  matter  will  be  again  regu- 
larly before  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  That  will  take  up  more  time. 
I  ask  the  Speaker  whether  the  proposition  will  not 
accomplish  my  object,  if  I  have  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  wilj;  and  it  is  the  only 
form  by  which  the  object  c^  be  effected. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  I  can  make  a  bargain  with 
the  gentlenuin  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  JoHMtow,]  I 
ivill  not  object  to  his  proposition.  But  under  the 
existing  arrangement,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Houston]  has 
an  hour  to  close  debate.  It  is  now  proposed  to 
^tve  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  another  hour; 
and  no  one  upon  this  side  of  the  House  will  have 
any  opportunity  to  reply  to  any  attacks  which  may 
be  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  objection  that  the 
^ntleman  be  allowed  one  hour,  or  ten  hours^  in 
the  discussion  of  the  bill.  But  this  bill  has  been 
before  the  committee  for  several  days,  and  gentle- 
men have  spent  all  the  time  in  discussing  irrele^ 
▼ant  matters,  and  have  not  once  touched  the  bill. 
Mr.  BROOKS.  Not  one  word  have  I  said. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  I  intend  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  estimates  of 
Oovemment  in  relation  to  the  Indian  Department; 
so  that  my  proposition  need  not  meet  with  objec- 
tion upon  that  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  will  not  object;  but  I  desire 
an  hour  to  reply. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  May  not  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Arkansas  be  entertained  as  well 
to-morrow,  when  the  deficiency  bill  comes  up,  as 
to-day? 

The  SPEAKER.    Just  as  well. 
Mr.  DANIEL.    Then  1  hope  the  matter^ill 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow,  and  come  up  then. 
The  SPEAKER.    Does  the  Chair  understand 
the  gentleman  to  object? 

M0.  DANIEL,  i  will  not  object  to  it,  but  I 
should  prefer  that  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas 
would  withdraw  it  for  the  present,  and  allow  it  to 
come  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then  I  wiU  withdraw  it. 
But  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  make  the  request  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  CABELL.  All  parties  seem  to  aeree  that 
it  is  important  this  deficiency  bill  should  oe  taken 
ap  ana  acted  upon  immediately.  The  reason 
given  for  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Private  Calendar  is,  that  two  days  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  dispose  of  that  bill.  Now,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  we  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take  up  the  deficiency 
bil),  and  see  what  progress  we  make  upon  that 
bill.  Then,  if  there  is  a  prospect  of  getting  through 
with  it,  we  can  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Private  Calendar  to-morrow.  I  do  not 
think  that  two  days  will  be  found  sufficient  to  dis- 
pose of  that  bill. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  this  discussion  is  wholly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CABELL.  With  the  understanding  I 
have  stated,  I  now  move  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed ,  and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.      | 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  must  first  be  | 
put  upon  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  ; 
Whole  upon  the  Private  Calendar.  This  being  , 
private  bill  day,  that  motion  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  HAVEN.  Upon  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

'ITie  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  then  demanded,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Penn  and  Gentrt  were  appointed. 

The  question  was  then  taken, ana  the  tellers  re- 
ported—ayes 70i  noes  61. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  (Mr.  Chandler 
in  the  chair.) 

HEIRS  OF  GENERAL  JAMES  C.  WATSON. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  in  or- 
der is  bill  Jio.  106,  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  General  James  C.  Watson,  of  the 
State  of  Geoigia. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Watson 
the  sum  of  |14,600,  with  interest,  being  the  amount 
paid  by  said  Watson  for  certain  slaves  purchased 
of  the  Creek  Indians,  which  had  been  captured  by 
them  from  the  Seminole  Indians  during  the  Florida 
war.] 

Mr.  NEWTON.  I  desire  to  ask  the  House  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  bill  until  next 
Friday,  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr,  John  W.  Hows,] 
who  had  the  floor  upon  it  when  last  before  the 
committee  for  oonsideration. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  object  to  the  request  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr^  Nbwtok.]  I^me  of  my 
constituents  are  interested  in  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  I  do.i^ot  desire  to  deprive  the  gentleman  who 
last  had  the  door  [Mr.  Howe]  of  the  opportunity 
of  being  heard;  but  it  is  uncertain  when  he  will 
have  so  recovered  as  to  be  aMe  to  attend  in  the 
House.  .  , 

Mr.  NEWTON.  He  is  now  convalescent,  and 
will  be  in  the  House  in  a  few  days.  He  is  now 
able  to  be  about  his  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  apprehend  from  the  char- 
acter ef  the  claim,  and  tne  discussion  which  will 
be  elicited,  that  it  will  not  be  determined  by  the 
committee  in  a  day.    Such  being  the  case,  the 

fentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Howe]  will 
ave  an  opportunity  to  present  his  objections 
when  we  snail  again  reach  the  Private  Calendar^ 
which  will  not  be  until  next  Friday. 

The  bill  was  then  read  by  its  title,  as  indicated 
above. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  do  not  desire,  upon  this 
occasion,  to  make  a  speech,  but  simply  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  moments  to 
the  consideration  of  a  few  facts. 

Mr.  ALLISON,  (interrupting.)  I  understand 
that,  by  the  rules,  when  an  ol^ection  is  made  to  a 
bill,  and  discussion  arises  thereon,  it  goes  over  as 
a  matter  of  course. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  not  objection  day. 
Objection  days  are  only  the  first  and  fourth  Fri- 
day of  each  month.  . 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (resuming.)  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  few  facts,  which 
in  my  estimation,  ought  to  determine  the  equity  and 
regularity  of  this  claim.  This  claim  has  oeen  be- 
fore the  Government  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
has  been  pressed  upon  the  Government  from  the 
year  1839,  at  each  session  of  Congress,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, it  has  never  been  acted  upon.  It  has  never 
been  approved  or  rejected ;  but  it  has  excited  ob- 
jection and  strong  opposition.  I  apprehend  that 
the  principal  difficulty  in  this  case  is  not  with  the 
ments  of  the  bill  itself,  but  with  the  facts -connected 
with  it,  involving,  as  it  does,  as  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Hows,]  the 
sale  and  transfer  of  negroes.  Gentlemen  oppose 
this  bill  because  a  vote  here,  of  the  indemnity  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill,  and  asked  for  by  the  petition- 
ers, would  be,  as  they  say,  to  recognize  the  fact 
that  slavery  exists,  and  to  recognize  the  fVirther 
fact,  that  its  existence  is  legal.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Sackkt>]  in  opposing  this 
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bill  as  also  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Ho  Wfr]  who  last  occupied  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  this  subject,  said  that  the  contract 
in  this  case  was,  that  the  Creek  Indians  who  were 
engaged  in  the  services  of  the  Government,  were 
entitled  to  the  plunder  which  they  iftght  take  from 
the  Seminoles.  That  is  the  word,  p/undcr.  They 
say  that  negroes  do  not  fall  under  this  appellation, 
and  that  plunder  does  not  embrace  slaves,  accord- 
ing to  any  legitimate  reading  of  the  English  lan- 
guage; and  that  such  being  the  contract,  and  this 
being  a  transfer  ^  slaves,  or  a  right  to  slaves,  that, 
therefore,  the  applicant  in  this  case  is  not  entitled 
to  relief.  The  question,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  now 
how  the  word  plunder  is  understood  in  Pennsyl- 
vania or  New  York — not  how  it  is  understood  in 
any  particular  locality  in  this  Republic,  but  how  the 
parues  understand  it  ?    W  hat  was  the  intent  of  the 

Earties  to  the  contract?  What  did  they  mean,  and 
ow  do  you  arrive  at  that  meanin;^?  What  are 
the  rules  of  construction  by  which  the  legal  mean- 
ing is  arrived  at,  and  the  terms  and  operation  of 
the  contract  determined?  The  rule  of  construe- 
^n,  fair,  ancient,  well  established,  and  uniform, 
IS  that  the  words  must  be  used  in  the  sense,  and 
interpreted  in  the  sense,  in  which  the  parties  used 
them;  and  in  connection  with  this  rule,  for  the 
purpose  of  arriving  at  the  intent  of  the  parties,  the 
cotemporaneous  exposition  put  upon  the  words 
by  the  parties  themselves,  is  to  be  resorted  to  as 
a  standard  to  guide  the  judgment  of  others.  How 
did  they  regard  it?  How  did  the  Creek  Indians 
themselves  regard  it  ?  How  did  the  government 
officers  regard  it?  They  regarded  it  as  embracing 
negroes  and  slaves;  and  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing that  fact,  I  call  the  attenuon  of  the  commit- 
tee to  a  lew  facts.  I  must  state,  in  this  connection, 
that  this  case  involve  a  great  number  of  facts,  and 
that  it  is  a  case  of  importance  to  some  of  my  im- 
mediate constituents,  and  |  hope  they  will  pardon 
me  for  referring  to,  and  reading  a  few  extracts: 

NswifANsviLLB,  (Fla.,)  September  17,  1837. 
SiE :  Jn  addition  to  tlie  inducementa  held  out  to  the  In- 
dians who  may  enter  the  aervice,  ia  that  or  the  Seminole 
nroperty.  Their  negroes,  horses,  and  caiile,  (and  they  are 
rich  in  that  description  of  property,)  will  be  given  to  the 
captors;  the  Creek  warriors,  who  captured  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  tiie  Seminole  property,  received  (br  their  captures 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 
Captain  Wic.  Akmsxroito, 

Okoctaw  Jigeneyf  ^rkan$a^^ 

St.  AuoDsnifB,  September  94, 1837. 

See:  (  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant 
There  are  thirty-three  Seminole  prisoners  here,  two  at 
Tampa, and  twenty-fonr at  Fort  Pike, In  Louisiana;  six- 
teen died,  and  the  remainder,  beira  relatives  of  the  Creek 
Indians,  were  allowed  to  go  off  with  them. 

**  There  is  one  Indian  negro  here,  seventeen  at  Tampa 
Bay,  about  eighty  at  Fort  Filce,  and  seven  have  died.  The 
Creek  Indians  were  entided  to  all  the  Indian  property  they 
captured.  I  compromised  with  them  by  purchasing  the 
negroes  fVom  them  on  account  of  the  Oovemment. '*    *    * 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Hon.  C.  A.  HaKRIS,  CommieHoner  of  Indian  .Affairs* 

'  Wak  Dbpartmbmt.        } 

Oppicb  IkdIan  ArPAiRS,  Mmy  9, 1838.  > 
Sir  :  The  decision,  made  a  few  days  since,  that  the 
negroes  captured  by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida  should, 
in  compliance  with  the  engagement  of  General  Jesup,  be 
delivered  to  the  delegation  now  here,  has  been  communi- 
cated to  them.  •  •  •  ♦  • 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  CommiMtioner» 
Captain  S.  Coopbr,  Jl^ng  Secretary  of  War* 

Tampa  Bay,  Septemher  7, 1837. 

Sir  :  All  Indian  property  taken  will  belong  to  the  cap- 
tors. The  Seminoles  have  large  herds  of  cattle  and  horses, 
and  several  negroes.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  all  their 
positions,  and  will  find  them  in  five  or  six  days  after  I  com- 
mence the  campaign.  TH .  S.  JES CJP. 

Captain  David  S.  Wai.sbr,  TaUadegay  Alabama, 

FoR^  OiLLiLAWO,  September  17, 1837. 
Captain  :  In  addition  to  their  pay  as  soldiers,  they  [ths 
Choctaw  warriors]  will  have  all  the  Semin<4e  property 
they  capture ;  and  those  Indians  are  neb  in  cattle,  horses, 
and  negroes.  The  Creek  warriors  received  between  four- 
teen and  fifteen  thousand  doiian  for  their  captures. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 
Captain  B^  L.  Borsbvillb,  7th  fn/imtry, 

Cemmaniing  Choctaw  WarriorBf 

Choctaw  Jlgeney,  Jtrkaneae. 

The  negroes  captured  by  the  Creek  warriors  in 
Florida  were  to  be  delivered  to  them.  Such  was 
the  interpretation  put  upon  this  contract  by  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  proves  that  the 
word  plunder  was  understood  bv  them  as  embra- 
cing slaves,  cattle,  horses,  and  all  kinds  of  prop- 
erty, known  and  recognized  by  the  people  as 
property.  What  was  the  meaning  of,  ana  what 
were  they  to  have  tmder  ths  agn^eot?    They 
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were  to  have  all  the  elavea  they  captured.  They 
were  to  bt  delivered  up  to  them  specifically.  The 
OoTernment  failed  to  do  it.  But  say*  the  ^rftle- 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Sackett,]  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  make  such  contracts.  Why 
not?  What pimludes theGovemment  from  making 
a  contraa  while  in  a  stale  of  hostility?  Is  there 
any  constitutional  jprohibition  ?  Why  cannot  they 
make  a  contract  or  this  sort,  as  well  as  a  contract 
to  buy  horses,  mules,  corn,  and  fodder?  The 
argument  of  the  gentleman  is,  that  the  Government 
cannot  make  any  contract  for  the  sale  and  delivery 
of  slaves,  because  they  arc  not  the  subjects  of 
property,  and  ought  not  to  be  recognized  by  them 
as  such,  and  therdfore  they  cannot  make  a  contract 
in  reference  to  them.  They  say  the  contract  could 
not  be  made  by  the  Government,  the  subject- 
matter  being  slaves,  because  slaverv  did  not  exist 
among  the  Seminoles.  How  is  that  fact  to  be 
ascertained  ?  It  is  a  simple  fact,  and  how  shall  it 
be  proved  and  established  ?  It  is  to  be  established 
by  testimony  alone.  In  Russia  there  are  serfs 
appendant  to  the  soil.  Every  one  recognizes  that 
fact.  How  is  it  established?  By  the  testimoi|^ 
of  credible  witnesses,  by  historians,  by  travelers, 
and  by  persons  cognizant  of  their  customs,  aild 
manners,  and  laws.  Does  the  gentleman  know 
that  Russia  has  serfs?  He  is  bound  to  believe  it, 
because  there  is  credible  testimony  to  establish 
that  fact.  The  same  kind  of  testimony  which 
establishes  that  there  are  serfs  in  Russia  attached 
to  the  soil,  is.  here  before  this  House,  and  in  these 
documents,  to  establish  the  fact  that  slavery  exists 
among  the  Seminoles.  Here  are  witnesses — the 
members  of  this  House.  Here  is  the  history  given 
by  the  officers  of  this  G^ovemment,  who  state  the 
fact  that  they  were  rich  in  slaves — rich  in  this 
species  of  propecty'.  And  yet  this  gentleman  says 
tnere  is  no  evidence  before  this  House  going  to 
establish  the  fact  of  the.existence  of  slavery  among 
the  Seminoles. 

Here,  sir,  is  their  history;  a  history  given  by 
the  officers  of  this  Government,  that  they  were 
rich  in  slaves — rich  in  that  species  of  property; 
and  yet  the  gentleman  says  there  is  no  evidence. 
There  is  as  much  evidence,  Mr.  Chairman — per- 
haps not  so  much,  but  it  is  of  as  strong  a  character — 
which  would  eoually  induce  belief  m  the  mind  of 
every  individual  that  slavery  existed  among  the 
Semmole  Indians  at  that  time,  as  it  exists  now  in 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Just  as  much.  Now,  sir, 
this  being  a  (Set,  and  being  so  recognized  by  the 
Government,  as  I  shall  proceed  to  show  you  by 
reference  to  a  few  official  documents,  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  power  to  make  contracts  in  reference 
to  existing  facts: 

Tamfa  Bay,  jSprU  18, 1637. 

Mt  deae  Sir:  If  the  citizenn  of  the  Territory  be  pru- 
dent, the  war  may  be  cnnifidered  at  an  end ;  but  any  attempt 
to  interfere,  witli  Indian  negrovi^,  or  to  arrest  any  of  Uie 
chief*  or  warriors,  either  as  criminals  or  debtnro,  would 
cause  an  immediate  resort  to  bo»tiiities.  The  negroes  con- 
irol  their  maitera.  •  •  *  ♦  ♦ 

.Most  truly  yours,  TH.  8.  JESUP. 

His  Excellency  EL  K.  Call, 

Oovtinorof  Florida^  TaUahasste. 

^  Here  then,  sir,  is  the  relation  of  master  estab- 
lished, and  that  in  a  communication  made  by 
Thomas  S.  Jesup,  in  1837.  **The  n^roes  con- 
trol their  Indian  masters."  There  the  right  is  es- 
tablished by  the  recital  of  that  fact.  Here  is  a 
right  to  control,  but  the  fact  of  control  may  be  dis- 
puted.   That  is  iu  issue: 

St.  AuousTiiit,  July  7, 1837. 
CoLO!«Ki,:  There  is  now  no  obligation  to  spare  the 
property  of  the  Indians— Oley  have  not  sparf>d  tliat  of  the 
dtisens  j  their  ne^nies,  cattle,  and  horses,  na  well  as  other 
property  which  they  possess,  will  belong  to  the  corps  by 
which  they  may  be  cnptured.  The  property  of  citizens 
which  nay  be  captured  will  be  restored  to  them. 

I  am,  kc,  TH.  8.  JESUP. 

Colonel  JoBM  WAUiKif,  Florida  MilUia, 

•  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 

This  is  in  July,  1837.     "  All  the  Indians'  pro- 

*  perty  will  belong  to  the  captors.    The  Seminoles 

*  have  large  herds  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  several 

*  negroes."  AH  that  property,  and  among  their 
property  they  have  "  cattle,  horses,  and  negroes. " 
But  i  have  another  authority  here,  sir;  but  I  can- 
not turn  to  it,  because  f  omitted  to  turn  down  the 
page,  it  is  a  communication  from  General  Tay- 
lor to  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments  of  the 
GOTemment.  He  states,  sir,  that  there  waslsla- 
rery  aniiong  the  Seminoles;  and  I  think  General 
Taylor  may  be  re^rded  as  a  much  higher  author- 
ity than  the  gentteraan  from  New  York  or  from 
PewMyhania.  GaneratTaytor  recognized  the  fact, 


and  the  Government  has  recognized  the  fact,  that  it 
was  competent  in  a  state  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  being  a  party  to  that  war,  to  contract  with 
proper  agents  to  plunder  and  forage  on  the  prop- 
erty of  the  enemy,  and  take  whatever  property 
that  enemy  might  have  had  in  its  possession.  But 
it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  another  fact 
not  established  in  this  case;  thefactof  caplare  by 
the  Creek  Indians  themselves  of  any  property  be- 
longing to  the  Seminole  Indians.  )t  has  been  al- 
lege! that  this  has  not  been  established  by  compe- 
tent and  sufficient  proof.    I  read  furlher: 

Tampa  Bay,  September  9, 1837. 
Sir  :  You  will  muster  the  Creek  regiment  nut  of  ser- 
vice, and  honorably  discharge  them  ;  then  you  will  proceed 
tu  New  Orleans  and  obtain  funds  to  pay  Uic  Creeks  for  the 
captured  negroes.  ♦  •  *  *  ♦ 

TH.  8.  JESUP. 
Lieutenant  F.  Seaki.£, 

Jicting  •Assistant  Itupectinf  Oeneratf 

Jlrmy  of  the  Southy  Tampa  Bay, 

Here,  sir,  then,  the  fact  is  established  by  this 
communication,  made  by  General  Jesup,  that  the 
First  Regiment  aided  and  assisted,  and  were  pres- 
ent at  the  capture  of  the  negroes,  and  ^,000  was 
paid  for  them.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,,  this  claim 
has  been  repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  different 
Departments  of  tnis  Government,  but  it  is  said 
that  there  is  no  evidence  here  going  to  establish  a 
further  fact  that  General  Watson  ever  paid  to  these 
Indians  the  amount  stipulated  for  the  negroes — that 
he  ever  paid  the  f  14,600.  But,  sir,  there  is  most 
ample  proof,  of  the  most  credible  and  competent 
character  before  this  committee,  to  establish  that 
fact.  I  have  the  proof  here,  which  is  in  this  paper. 
It  is  the  deposition  of  William  Armstrong;  and  I 
will  ask  the  gentleman  to  read  it,  as  it  is  very  lon^, 
and  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  this 
committee  to  read  the  whole  of  it  to  them.  I  will 
refer  to  a  portion  of  it.  He  states  the  fact  that 
General  Watson  pcud  the  money  to  him  as  the 
a^ent  of  the  Creeks,  and  he  paid  it  out  to  the 
Creeks  themselves  in  the  country  to  which  they 
had  rewoved.  Here,  then,  is  a  deposition  to  es- 
tablish the  fact,  without  the  least  ambiguity  of 
lan^age  or  equivocatioi)  of  expression.  Here, 
sir,  is  a  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
**  John  Bell,  the  Secretary  of  War,  orderins^  that 
these  negroes  be  delivered  up  to  Watson;**  thus 
recognizing  that  the  contract  was  of  a  binding 
character.  They  were  not  delivered  up.  Further: 
Here  is  a  recommendation  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  and  here  is  the  opinion  of 
General  Arbuckle,  that  this  valid  claim  ought  to 
be  paid.  Watson  is  entitled  to  the  money  on  the 
contract — a**6ona  fide**  contract — that  he  paid 
his  money  upon  that  contract,  and  that  he  ought 
to  receive  the  damages  which  he  had  sustained 
from  the  failure  of  a  performance  of  that  contract. 
Now,  what  was  that  contract?  Why,  it  was, 
that  Watson  should  have  those  negroes  delivered 
t<y  lUin,  who  were  taken  a/id  captured  by  the  Creek 
Indians,  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
then  had  these  n^roes  in  their  possession — they 
were  under  their  entire  control — they  were  all 
at  their  disposal — they  were  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment, flow,  sir,  the  Government,  holding  this 
property,  and  being  anxious  to  dispose  of  its  obli- 
gations with  the  Creek  Indians,  desired  to  procure 
some  person  to  purchase  the  Indians*  rights  to 
these  negroes,  so  that  they  should  not  be  a.bone 
of  contention  among  the  Creek  Indians  and  the 
other  Indians  when  they  went  west;  and  Watson 
agreed  to  give  them  $14,600  for  these  negroes,  and 
an  order  was  issued  for  their  delivery.  But  they 
were  not  delivered.  So  by  this  contract  with 
Watson,  the  Government  wa.''  discharged  from  its 
obligations  to  the  Creeks.  They  had  received 
Wstson's  money.  Thus  the  Government  was 
discharged  from  any  further  obligation  to  the 
Creeks,  but  they  were  under  obligation  to  Wat- 
son to  deliver  these  negroes.  But  the  Gt^vern- 
ment  failed  to  deliver  the  negroes.  It  was  part  of 
its  obligation  to  deliver  them  to  the  Creeks,  or 
to  the  assignees  of  the  Creeks;  but  they  delivered 
them  to  neither. 

Mr.  WELCH.  The  e:entlemen  will  allow  me, 
as  I  understand  the  facts  of  the  case.  There  was 
no  contract  made  on  the  part  of  Government.  The 
contract  was  made  between  the  Indians,  by  their 
agent,  and  General  Watson. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  No^  with  the  Indians  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  WELCH.  It  was  made  with  the  Indians 
themselves— but  that  is  immaterml.    There  was 


nocontractonthepartof  theGk>Tefnment.  Uwm 
only  a  contract  to  give  an  order  that  the  negro* 
should  be  delivered  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  contend,  Mr.  ChainR», 
that  there  was  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  Got- 
emment.  The  Government  having  contracic^ 
with  these  Creek  Indians,  they  having  poss^Mai 
of  these  negroes,  it  was  part  of  their  contract  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Creeks;  and  I  say,  «r,  that  if 
these  negroes  were  proper  subjects  for  plunder, aad 
the  Government  had  the  control  of  tnis  plunder, 
was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Goremment  to  deHrer 
the  plunder  taken }  Could  they  discharge  th<D»- 
selves  from  their  contract  in  anjy  way  ?  TheCrecb 
came  forward  to  sell  their  claim  by  the  consent  of 
Commissioner  Harris,  with  his  full  knowledjreiotf 
approval,  as  is  shown  by  these  papers,  and  \» 
transfer  their  rights  to  Watson,  and  the  Qoverih 
ment  being  in  possession  of  the  negroes,  wereihey 
not  under  obligation  to  deliver  them  to  Waiaoe' 
Why,  iust  as  much  as  a  man  is  obli^  to  pajr  i 
note  wnich  he  has  indorsed  when  it  is  due.  It 
was  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  Gtovemmentto 
deliver  up  these  negroes,  and  they  failed  to  ddirer 
them  up.  Here,  sir,  is  a  breach  of  contract  oa  tbe 
part  or  the  Government,  and  we  are  entiiled  t« 
damages,  and  could  recover  damages  before  mj 
court  of  justice — ^jeforc  any  judge  or  jury.  It 
seems  to  me,  sir,  that  these  circumstances  esttb- 
lish  a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  theG(vr< 
emment.  Why,  they  say,  «*  do  not  pay  Waisoa 
anything."  Why?  Bemuse  he  ought  to  hare 
given  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars  for  these 
negroes,  and  as  long  as  he  will  not  do  diat  tht 
Government  will  not|)«iy  him  back.  Who  made 
the  first  contract  with  the  Indians?  Why, Gen- 
eral Jesup,  and  he  consented  to  give  them  fUJHOi, 
but  Watson  was  to  give  them  ^14,000.  Wfao 
was  giving  them  the  most?  Why,  Watson.  Bat 
if  we  were  before  a  judge  and  jury,  in  a  cirilnii, 
the  amount  of  damages,  which  we  should  be  »• 
titled  to  recover,  wouRi  not  be  the  amountofmooey 
paid  as  a  consideration,  but  the  value  of  tiie  prop- 
erty; and,  sir,  the  Gk)vemment  is,accordin»u>tie 
rules  laid  down,  liable  to  us  for  the  vahie of  ibt 
property  at  the  time  it  should  have  been  ddireral. 
We  say  now,  pay  us  back  what  we  have  pai4; 
but  no  commiseration  is  felt  for  us.    You  haw 

got  our  money  without  consideration,  and  it  ha* 
een  paid  to  the  Creeks;  you  have  not  delivered 
the  property;  you  have  not  complied  with  yoar 
contract,  and  both  in  law  and  in  equity,  it  vouW 
be  required  that  you  should  pay  back  that  consid- 
eration with  interest.  Pay  us  back  our  money 
which  we  have  paid  at  your  instance,  and  do  not 
examine  into  the  validity  of  the  contract— du  not 
ffo  into  the  matter  of  the  contract,  for  it  is  not  our 
fUult.  Pay  us  back  what  we  have  paid.  They 
say  it  was  illegal,  because  the  subject-matter  was 
slaves.  Well,  suppose  it  were  illegal;  supposi 
that  selling  these  slaves  was  illegal;  suppose  do 
slaves  existed  there,  and  suppose  all  these  facJi. 
the  Government  has  got  our  money  without  dii- 
charging  its  obligations  to  us;  without  perfrrming 
its  part  of  the  contract  which,  it  ought  to  Ian 
done,  and  what  every  honest  man  would  do.  The 
Government  should  not  pot  up  the  illegality  oftM 
contract,  jmd  keep  us  out-of  our  money.  They 
should  not  say  that  this  is  not  a  proper  contrad, 
buf  we  have  got  your  money  and  we  will  notpty 
it  back  now  and  will  keep  it. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  f^i  up  h«t 
and  talk  about  kings  and  queens.    They  talltw 
about  Abraham  and  Bowlegs  reigning  in  FIwiWi 
who  were  going  by  Watson  to  be  sold— that  ne 
was  going  to  reduce  them  to  eternal  honds^- 
They  were  already  in   bondage,  and  are  now. 
They  have  gone  to  the  West  as  the  slaves  of  im 
Indians;  but  with  some  gentlemen  it  is  nora«"«f 
about  their  being  in  slavery  so  long  as  they  do  p 
belong  to  Southern  men.    While  owned  br  In- 
dians, it  is  all  right.    There  would  ^  no  rcruwi 
to  pav  back  the  Indians  under  such  circunisianc», 
because  they  held  negroes  in  bondage;  buiwn» 
a  claimant  from  the  State  of  Georgia  con rn«*u 
with  them,  it  is  declared  that  the  consideration » 
not  legal;  that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  conirau. 
slavery  did  not  exist  there;  we  will  Kwp  vo 
money.    They  go  on  still  further,  and  talK  «o"^ 
eternal  bondage — about  plunder  and  about  po 
ers  of  war.     In  the  course  of  war,  we  can  ma 
prisoners.    We  can  take  white  pe«P'« '"  * ',w. 
of  hostility  prisoners  of  war.    We  can  maw 
Mexicans  prisonera  of  war,  and  lak«  in*""  P^  *^ 
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•rty  while  in  hostility  to  this  €rdvernm£nt.  We 
did  it;  and  by  the  rules  of  war.  But  here  are 
these  Indians,  hiding  in  ambush  and  carryins:  on 
a  barbarous  warfare,  not  according  to  the  rules  of 
civilized  society,  which  we  cannot  plunder.  We 
cannot  take  their  ne^oes — that  would  be  cruel — 
but  they  have  a  right  to  carry  off  those  held  by 
our  citizens.  Gentlemen  come  forward  and  say, 
that  the  Seminoles,  while  moving  West,  saw  these 
nefrroes,  and  had  compassion  upon  them  in  the 
midst  of  their  chains,  and  carried  them  to  the 
West  along  with  themselves.  Jesup's  and  the  In- 
dians' hearts  were  in  the  right  place,  but  Wat- 
son's was  not— he  wanted  to  maKe  a  speculation. 
A  man  in  making  a  trade  wahts  to  make  some- 
thing out  of  it.  In  Pennsylvania,  I  have  no  doubt, 
when  men  make  a  trade,  they  desire  to  make  as 
much  as  they  can  from  it.  But  the  question  is  not 
as  to  whether  he  wanted  to  make  money  or  not. 
He  certainly  thought  it  was  a  prudent  contract, 
or  else  he  would  not  have  entered  into  it.  He,  au 
would  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
desired  to  gain  by  it.  A  man  anywhere  would  be 
actuated  b^  the  same  feelings.  For  that  reason, 
however,  is  the  Government  to  deny  him  repay- 
ment? It  is  said  that  he  made  a  good  bargain. 
Well,  if  he  did,  he  has  not  got  the  benefits  of  it. 
It  has  turned  up  to  be  a  very  bad  one.  I  hear  ex- 
pressions of  this  kind:  that  it  was  a  profitable 
speculation;  that  he  entered  upon  it  for  that  pur- 
pose; that  he  had  his  eyes  set  upon  the  negroes — 
upon  the  gain  to  accrue  from  the  transaction,  from 
which  it  is  concluded  that  the  Government  should 
not  pay  him  back  the  money  he  has  paid.  It  is 
the  law,  I  believe,  of  every  State  in  this  Union, 
that  where  you  get  money  without  consideration, 
the  money  is  to  he  refunded.  That  is  equity  and 
law,  and  the  money  is  bound  to  be  paid  back. 
These  Indians  had  been  raging  a  war  against  us, 
destroying  our  people  and  their  property.  They 
had  been  plundering  us  of  our  negroes,  afkd  we,  in 
return,  having  the  right  to  plunder  them 

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  interrupt  the  gentleman 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a* statement  of  a  few 
facts  connected  with  this  case.  The  contract  with 
the  Creek  Indians  by  General  Jesup  was  made  in 
September;  I  have  not  the  contract  here,  but  it 
was  during  the  month  of  September,  1836.  By 
reports  made  to  the  War  Department  from  Florida,, 
it  is  shown  that  none  of  the  Creek  warriors  go& 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  earlier  than 
the  latter  part  of  December  of  that  year.  On  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1837,  a  treaty  was  made  with 
the  Seminole  Indians,  by  which  hostilities  ceased, 
which  left  only  two  months  for  the  Creeks  to  be 
in  service.^  Now,  I  slate,  as  a  mailer  of  fact,  that 
a  larffe  portion  of^  these  very  negroes  you  are  talk- 
ing eS)out  either  were  captured  or  came  in  volun- 
tarily after  that  treaty  was  entered  into  with  the 
Semmoles.  I  wish  to  direct  the  gentleman  *s  atten- 
tion to  another  consideration — to  a  letttr  written 
by  General  Arbuckle,  as  late  as  August,  1837 
which  was  about  four  months  after  this  claim  of 
contract  was  made  by  Watson,  in  which  he  states 
the  fact  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  tlie  Su- 
perintendent of  Indian  Afiiairs,  and  one  also  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  from  which.he  learned  that 
it  was  unknown  in  Washington  that  the  money 
had  been  paid  for  these  negroes.  That  is  four 
months  aAer  the  transaction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  But  few  of  the  negroes  were 
captured  in  the  two  months  of  service  rendered 
by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida,  and  most  of  the 
negroes  which  were  sent  West  came  in  voluntarily 
«ifter  the  making  of  the  treaty  of  peace;  but  here 
is  the  schedule  of  those  that  were  captured,  and  it 
is  shown  here  that  General  Jesup  ])aid  to  these 
Creek  warriors  j}8,000  for  negroes.  But  the 
amount  of  negroes  signifies  nothing.  They  took 
some;  but  suppose  they  only  captured  one,  and 
Watson  agreed  to  give  $14,000  for  that  one  these 
Indians  had  aided  our  people  in  taking,  siill  the 
GN>ven>ment  would  be  bound  to  comply  with  its 
•ngagement — to  either  deliver  the  captured  to  the 
Qsptors,  or  to  refund  the  money  that  has  been  paid. 
The  contract  not  being  complied  with,  the  consid- 
eration having  failed,  this  Government,  I  contend, 
is  bound  to  give  back  the  money  it  has  received. 
Does  the  gentleman  deny  this  to  be  sound  law — 
that  were  money  has  been  paid  upon  a  considera- 
tion, and  the  conaideration  fails  to  be  rendered,  it 
should  He  criven  back  ? 

Mr.  WELCH.  The  difficulty  here  is,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  assumes  that  the  Gov- 
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ernment  has  received  this  money.  The  truth  is, 
that  the  Government  has  not  received  on*  cent  of 
it.  Suppose,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  that  there 
was  but  one  negro  captured  and  in  custody  atjhe 
time  this  order  was  given;  the  uimoMt  exjent  of  the 
liability  of  the  Government,  upon  the  gentleman's 
own  hypothesis,  would  be  the  value  of  that  negro. 
But  what  I  wish  to  call  the  gentleman *s  attention 
to  is  the  fact  that,  in  the  papers  before  us,  there 
is  a  total  absence  of  proof  and  identification  of  any 
one  negro  as  having  been  a  slave  to  the  Seminoles, 
or  as  having  been  captured  by  the  Creek  warriors 
previous  to  the  capitulation  of  March,  1837. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
excuse  me;  1  have  not  time.  General  Watson 
attempted  in  various  ways  to  procure  the  posses- 
sion of  these  negroes.  He  sent  Collins  to  Little  ! 
Rock,  Arkansas,  after  the  Government  had  trans- 
ported them  West,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them. 
Collins  went  as  the  agent  of  Watson,  and  also  as 
the  agent  of  the  Creek  warriors,  who  had  made  the 
sale  to  Watson  under  ^e  power  of  attorney;  an 
agent  appointed,  not  by  the  Government  for  the 
Creeks,  but  an  agent  appointed  b^  the  parties 
themselves.  Being  unable  to  obtain  the  posses- 
sion of  the  negroes  at  the  West,  he  next  endeav-  , 
ored  to  get  back  the  money  that  he  had  paid  from  [ 
the  Indian  agent.  He  wanted  either  his  money 
or  the  negroes.  It  was  natural  that  he  should  try 
every  opportunity  to  remunerate  himself. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  however,  denies  the 
Government  having  made  this  contiaci  with  Wat- 
son, and  says  that  it  was  not  made  at  itq  instance, 
nor  by  its  consent.  Now,  with  all  respect  to  the 
gentleman,  I  think  that  there  is  here  evidence 
showing  that  it  was  done  at  the  instance  of  the 
Government.  The  Government  wanted  some  one 
to  purchase  the  negroes,  and  Watson  was  here. 
But,  supposing  it  was  not  made  at  the  instance  of 
the  Government,  then  the  Government  this  day 
owes  the  Creek  Indians  for  the  value  of  these 
negroes.  The  Government  has  been  discharged 
from  the  contract,  or  it  has  not  been  discharged 
from  the  contract;  and  if  it  has  been  discharged,  it 
was  by  the  payment  ofmoney  made  by  Watson,  if 
that  is  not  the  case,  the  Government  to-day  owes 
the  Creek  Indians  for  their  captures  in  Florida 
from  the  Seminoles.  You  are  either  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  Watson,  or  you  are  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  the  Creeks.  The  contract  which  Watson  I 
made  with  the  Creeks,  exonetated  Uie  Govern- 1 
ment  from  liability;  and,  of  course,  the  Govern-  ! 
ment  gave  an  order  to  the  agent  of  Watson — Col- 
lins— ^directed  to  its  agent  at  Fort  Pike  who  had 
possession  of  the  negroes,  that  they  should  be 
delivered  up  to  Watson.  There  is  an  acknowl- 
edgment. That  shows  that  it  was  done  by  the 
consent  of  the  Government,  or  else  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  given  such  an  order. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  there  was  no  iden 
tificaiion  of  the  negroes  taken  from  the  Seminoles. 
Watson's  right  does  not  depend  upon  the  identifi- 
cation. The  Government  had  the  possession  of 
the  negroes,  and  whose  duty  was  it  to  identify 
them?  Whose  else  but  the  Government's,  who 
had  directed  tliat  they  bhould  be  delivered  up.  It 
was  the  Government  that  should  have  done  it, 
and  not  Watson;  yet  the  Government  made  no 
attempts  to  identify  them.  If  it  did  not  identify, 
the  fault  was  not  with  Watson.  It  actually  gave 
the  order  for  the  delivering  of  these  negroes;  and 
because  Watson  did  identify  the  negroes,  having 
paid  over  his  money  upon  an  agreement  of  this 
sort,  and  the  Government  failing  lo  comply  with 
its  promise,  is  he  to  lose  the  negroes  and  his  money , 
and  the  Government  to  be  discharged  from  its  oo- 
ligations  under  the  contract? 

I  have  already  detained  the  committee  longer 
than  1  ought  to  have  done,  but  the  numerous  facts 
in  the  case  made  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much. 
It  hns  been  rumored,  that  individuals  intended  to 
attack  the  character  of  Geneml  Wnison,  as  a  man 
of  integrity  and  standing.  General  Watson  was 
a  citizen  of  my  own  State,  and  died  in  the  town 
where  I  reside.  I  knew  him  well.  He  was  a 
speculating  man,  it  is  true,  like  many  other  men: 
hut  that  is  not  his  crime,  and  will  not  release  the 
Government  from  its  obligations.  His  estate  is 
now  insolvent.  If  it  had  been  managed  prudent- 
ly, it  would  not  have  been  so.  A  more  humane 
man  did  not  live  upon  the  banks  of  the  Chatta- 
h'»ochee,or  the  Alleghany.  He  was  charged  with 
frauds.  But  admit  that  he  was  a  iraudulent  man; 
put  it  upon  the  ground  that  he  had  committed  di- 


vers frauds;  does  that  authorize  the  Government 
to  defraud  him  ?  Because  he  has  don«  wrong,  shall 
we  dd  wrong?  If  he  wns  fraudulent,  will  that  ex- 
onerate the  Government  from  complying  with  its 
contracts?  Whni  do  tliey  owe  hiru^  They  owe 
him  a  return  of  the  money  that  he  paid.  But  he 
was  not  a  fraudulent  man.  He  stood  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  neighbors,  and  to  the  day  of  hie 
dpaih  possessed  their  esteem  and  good  will.  If 
the  payment  of  this  claim  is  to  be  put  upon  an 
issue  of  that  sort,  Watson's  friends  would  not 
fear  to  meet  such  an  issue. 

There  is  another  grave  objection  comes  in  here 
against  the  payment  of  this  claim,  one  founded 
upon  national  politics,  which  has  been  disturbing 
the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other.  There  are 
men  in  certain  sections  who  say  that  we  cannot  do 
any  act  which  will  recognize  the  existence  of  slav- 
ery.* They  cannot  countenance,  by  their  votes, 
the  recognition  of  the  fact,  that  slavery  does  exist. 
Cangentlemen, by  their  votes',destroyfheexi8tence 
of  Government  as  it  is?  It  makes  no  uifference  how 
they  vote,  or  what  may  be  their  feelings,  slavery  did 
eiftt,  and  will  still  exist.  They  may  defeat  Wat- 
son ^s  claim,  and  keep  his  money  in  their  pockets. 
They  cannot  destroy  the  existenceof  slavery,  and 
they  must  have  a  connection  with  it.  They  have 
connected  themselves  with  the  institiitions  of  the 
country  by  the  compact,  whether  they  recognize 
it  or  not.  They  have  agreed  solemnly  that  slav* 
ery,  in  certain  portions  of  this  country,  should  be 
represented  upon  this  floor.  It  is  represented 
here.  This  fact  they  have  to  recognize,  whether 
it  is  palatable  or  not. 

Mr.  WELCH.  General  Jesup,  in  several  of 
his  letters,  says  that  he  treated  with  the  Seminole 
Indians  as  an  independent  and  separate  nation. 
I  wish  to  propound  this  (question  to  the  gentleman 
from  GeorgiH,[Mr.  JoHNSOi},]  admitting  that  we 
must,  under  the  Constitution,  which  I  do  notadmit, 
recognize  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  States, 
cat)  we  recognize  its  existence  in  a  separate  and 
independent  nation  ?  For  instance,  if  we  should 
have  a  war  with  Turkey,  and  in  that  war  should 
capture  some  of  the  slaves  held  by  the  Turks,.! 
ask  the  gentleman  if  we  can,  under  the  Constitu- 
uon  of  the  United  States,  treat  those  captured  slaves 
as  property?    I  say  we  cannot. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  In  ancient  times,  according 
to  the  rules  of  war,  you  treated  persons  as  prop- 
erty who  were  taken  in  war.  What  is  to  prevent 
us  from  doing  it  ? 

Mr.  BACKETT.  Because  the  nation  cannot 
hold  that  property. 

M r.  JOH  NSON.  What  is  to  prevent  tlie  nation 
from  holding  it?  But  my  time  will  not  allow  me 
to  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  such  questioflSy 
although  I  would  like  to  do  it.  Admitting  your 
principles  to  be  true,  ought  not  Watson  to  nave 
his  money?  That  is  the  question  before  the  com-* 
mittee.  But  I  say  that  they  are  connected  with 
slavery,  and  they  recognize  the  fact.  You  have 
treaties  with  Brazil,  and  in  making  treaties  with 
Brazil  you  recognize  that  Govenmient  as  an  ex- 
isting fact.  According  to  the  facts  of  the  case, 
you  recognize  a  government  according  to  its  inter- 
nal regulations.  You  must  recognize  the  facts  as 
ihey  are;  and  a  refusal  upon  ^Ewr  part  will  not 
destroy  the  facts.  But  they  are  otherwise  con- 
nected with  it.  They  have  solemnly  agreed  that 
when  slaves  escape  from  service  into  one  of  the 
States,  and  we  come  to  claim  them,  that  they  will 
deliver  those  slaves.  That  is  their  agreement.  It 
is  a  solemn  compact  between  indepeiideni.com- 
rauniiies  by  sovereiffn  States,  and  by  this  compact 
they  connect  themselves  with  the  institution,  and 
cannot  disconnect  themselves  from  it  and  main- 
tain tlieir  4igrecment.  In  disconnecting  themselves 
from  this  compact,  they  show  themselves  a  cove- 
nant breaking  people.  They  have  covenanted  »nd 
solemnly  stipulated  to  do  it,  and  they  have  failed 
ro  do  it.  Suppose  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
What  hns  that  to  do  with  this  case?  Nothing 
but  to  stir  up  prejudice,  and  nothing  but  to  justify 
and  authorize  a  man  to  vote  aeainst  this  claim,  snd 
to  go  before  his  constituents,  who  do  not  under- 
stand these  questions,  and  to  declare  to  them  that 
he  voted  asainsi  slavery  in  every  poaaible  shape. 
There  would  he  nothiner  to  justify  him  in  refusing 
to  do  justice  and  pay  back  our  money,  but  that 
slavery  existed,  and  that  contract  referred  to  slaves. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr,  Sacrbtt] 
appeals  to  national  law.  H^  says  national  law 
does  not  recognize  the  existence  of  slavery.    I 
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think  the  srentleman  is  in  ^reat  error  upon  that 
poii.t.  National  law  recogjm'zes  nations  as  they 
exist,  and  it  cannoi  recou:nize  ihem  otherwise  than 
as  they  do  exist.  National  law  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  municipal  or  internal  regulations  of  States, 
but  only  tol^^ulate  the  intercourse  of  foreign 
States  with  each  other.  In  doing  that,  it  recog- 
nizes the  existence  of  States,  as  tliey  are  in  point 
of  fact.  National  law  then  recognizes  slavery 
wherever  slavery  exists.  *  But  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Saceett]  says  that  the  presump- 
tion from  the  rules  of  national  law  is  in  favor  of 
freedom.  Now  that  may  be  the  rule  of  evidence 
in  New  York,  but  it  is  not  in  Georgia.  The 
national  law  has  no  right  to  change  it  either  in 
New  York  or  Georgia.  It  may  be  a  rule  of  evi- 
dence to  make  a  presumption  in  favor  of  freedom 
where  such  a  rule  is  founded  upon  municipal 
law,  and  where  that  municipal  law  is  established 
by  the  State  itself,  and  it  may  be  a  presumption 
01  law  affainst  freedom  on  account  of  color,  but 
national  Taw  has  nothing  to  do  with  these  rules  of 
.  evidence  forming  the  law  of  a  locality.  Then,  I 
■ay,  what  bearing  have  they  upon  the  issue. ^gJt 
is  a  simple  question,  and  with  this  simple  stlne- 
ment  I  will  now  take  my  seat.  The  Government 
agreed  to  do  a  thing  and  did  not  do  it.  We  paid 
our  money  to  the  Government  upon  their  agreeing 
to  do  it.  They  have  got  our  money,  and  refuses 
to  pay  back  the  money.  All  these  questions 
about  national  law,  the  presumption  of  evidence, 
eternal  chains  and  bondage,  may  manifest  a  roan 's 
disposition  and  feeling;  in  other  words,  they  may 
prove  that  a  man  has  "strong  free-soil  tenden- 
cies," but  they  do  not  show  the  fact,  that  we  are 
not  entitled  to  our  money. 

Mr.  SAOKETT.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain 
the  committee  long,  as  I  have  in  some  degree  pre- 
sented my  views  upon  this  case  before.  I  only 
propose  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
certain  points,  that  I  think  should  govern  this  case. 
I  wish  to  say  here  in  the  very  outset,  that  all  this 
attempt  to  bring  this  case  within  any  influence, 
either  of  slavery  or  anti-slavery,  I  think,  is  en- 
tirely foreign  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  if  my  remarks  the  other  day  had  any  such 
tendency,  I  can  only  say,  that  nothing  could  have 
been  further  from  my  intentions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  am  happy  that  the  gentle- 
man has  arrived  at  the  conclusion ,  that  these  things 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
I  hope  (  will  stand  excused  before  the  committee, 
for  having  alluded  to  them,  because  something  was 
said  about  national  laws,  and  eternal  bondage.  I 
•poke  strictlyin  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SACkETT.  I  will  not  call  the  gentle- 
man's propriety  into  question.  What  I  intended 
to'^say  the  other  day — a  matter  connecting  itself  in 
some  degree  with  {questions  of  slavery — was  simply 
to  lay  down  certam  propositions  or  law— proposi- 
'  lions  that  I  r^nrded  as  sound  and  as  applicable  to 
this  case.  If  this  law  question  connects  itself  in  any 
d^reewith  the  slavery  questions  of  the  day,  it  is  a 
tiling  I  cannot  avoid — a  thing  which  belongs  to  the 
consideration  of  the  case  and  cannot  be  separated 
from  it.  First,  let  us  look  at  the  beginning  of  this 
case;  and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  addressing  the  committee 
upon  this  subject,  to  this  part  of  the  case,  as  well 
as  to  its  other  and  more  important  parts.  I  think, 
before  I  sit  down,  that  I  will  be  able  to  convince 
even  them,  that  this  Grovernment  is  under  no  obli- 
gation whatever  to  pay  any  portion  of  this  money. 

The  case  began  in  a  contract  made  by  a  command- 
ing officer  in  the  titne  of  war,  with  a  certain  other 
independent  foreign  power  (the  Creek  Indians)  for 
the  supply  of  troops,  to  be  engaged  in  that  war. 
That  is  the  origin  of  the  claim.  As  a  part  of  the 
terms  of  that  agreement,  the  troops  thus  engaged 
were  to  have  a  certain  compensation  per  month, 
and  a  certain  contingent  compensation  by  way  of 
plunder;  nhe  agreement  securing  to  them  all  the 
thmdtr  they  might  take  from  the  common  enemy. 
There  can  be  no  disagreement  about  all  of  these 
propositions.  In  this  agreement  rests  the  origin 
of  the  claim.  As  I  said  the  other  day,  and  must 
necessarily  say  now,  the  proper,  fair,  and  legal 
construction  of  the  term  "plunrfer"  is  a  necessary 
element  in  arriving  at  a  just  conclusion  in  relation 
to  the  claim.  I  suppose  **  plunder, "  in  its  common 
signification,  would  mean  any  kind  of  property 
taken  by  our  allies  in  the  service  for  which  they 
were  engaged  that  is  recognized  as  property  by 
the  party  eontraeting  thus  to  pay. 


We  have  now  arrived  at  a  legal  position  in  the 
case.  The  word  **  plunder"  covers  any  kind  of 
property  recognized  as  property  by  this  Govern- 
ment, and  secures,  under  the  agreement,  to  the 
Creeks  all  such  plunder,  and  no  other. 

Now,  I  ask  any  gentleman,  no  matter  whether 
he  be  from  the  North  or  from  the  South,  whether 
he  be  pro-slavery  or  free-soil,  whether  he  be  the 
owner  of  slaves  or  an  abolitionist — does  the  Gt)v- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  as  a  Confederacy — 
and  the  Government  is  the  contracting  power  here 
if  jhere  is  any  part^  contracting— does  the  Gtiv- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  as  a  Confederacy, 
recognize  slaves  as  the  properly  of  the  Confeder- 
acy, or  as  property  that  the  Confederacy  can  hold, 
in  any  form  whatever?  Every  one  will. answer, 
manifestly,  not.  It  has  been  decided  too  frequent- 
ly, to  admit  of  doubt;  it  is  too  plain  a  proposition 
to  admit  eveix  of  argument.  No  man  can  gainsay 
the  soundness  of  the  position,  that  the  United 
States,  as  a  contracting  party,  agreeing  to  secure 
plunder  to  an  ally  they  were  engaging  in  their  ser- 
vice, do  not  thereby  agree  to  recognize  as  plun- 
der what  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  coun- 
try is  not  recognized  as  property  ?  Is  not  that  a 
sound  proposition  ?    I  think  it  is.  ^ 

Thus  much  upon  the  construction  of  the  con- 
tract. I  hope  the  committee  will  understand  me 
as  not  regaruin^  this  part  of  the  case  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  It,  for  1  think  it  is  not.  I  think  there 
are  other  considerations  which  would  relieve  the 
Government  from  any  liability,  even  if  the  word 
** slaves"  had  been  used  in  the  contract  itself,  or 
if  the  Government  could  hold  or  convey  slaves  by 
contract. 

The  next  proposition  that  should  be  presented 
in  order  to  give  the  committee  a  clear  and  contin- 
uous understanding  of  the  subject,  is  the  question 
touching,  what  gentlemen  have  frequently  called 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  th.e  **  agreement*' 
of  General  Jesup  to  liquidate  the  claim  that  the 
Creek  Indians  had  upon  these  negroes  for  ^,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  He  did  not  «^rree 
to  do  it.  

Mr.  SACKETT.    I  understand  that. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  (interrupting.)  I  desire  to 
ascertain  a  fact  in  this  connection,  by  which  my 
vote  will  be  in  a  great  measure  regulated.  I  want 
to  know,  whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  received  the  money  from  this  individual, 
and  whether  or  not  any  consideration  has  ever 
been  given  for  that  money  ? 

Now,  I  do  not  care  anything  about  the  contract. 
I  hold  that,  if  the  Government  received  the  money 
from  this  individual,  and  failed  to  make  him  any 
consideration  for  it,  they  are  bound  to  return  it. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Certainly;  certainly /  1  agree 
with  the  gentleman  entirely  in  that.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  will  allow  me,  1  wish  to  discuss  this 
matter  in  order.  I  will  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  as  it  arises  in  its  order.  I  will  only 
now  sav  that  this  Government  never  received  one 
cent  of  this  money.  IjL  was  received  by  the 
Creeks. 

The  next  stage,  as  I  was  about  saying,  in  this 
proceeding  was,  what  has  been  termed  by  some  of 
those  who  have  discussed  this  question,  the  con- 
tract, or  agreement,  or  proposition,  or  whatever 
else  you  may  call  it,  made  by  General  Jesup  some 
time  after  these  nesroes  were  tetken,  to  give  the 
Creek  authorities  |8,000  for  their  claim,  whatever 
it  was,  upon  these  negroes.  A  sufHciepl  present- 
ation  of  that  branch  of  the  case,  is  this:  General 
Jesup,  for  considerations  deemed  by  him  to  be 
wise — undoubtedly  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all 
diSerences  between  the  Creek  nation  and  the 
United  States — made  a  proposition  to  that  nation 
to  liquidate  the  claim  they  made  to  these  negroes, 
whether  sound  or  unsound,  good  or  bad,  by  allow- 
ing them  1^,000. 

Mr.  WELCH,  (in  his  seat.)  With  a  view  to 
the  negroes  remaining  free. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Yes;  that  is,  perhaps,  a  pre- 
sentation of  the  subject  that  ougnt  to  be  made, 
although,  in  my  view  of  the  case,  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  steer  entirely  clear  of  all  this  slavery  issue. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohiosu^ests  that  it  was  with 
a  view  to  the  negroes  remaining  free.  But,  be  that 
so  or  not,  the  proposition  was  made,  and  it  was 
never  acceded  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  must  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorlc,  in  the 
statement  which  he  makes  with  reference  to  the 
object  with  which  the  proposition  was  made.  The 


correspondence  with  the  Department  shows  ibi 
the  leading  object  was  to  prevent  the  negroes fron 
going  to  the  western  country,  where  they  voaU 
be  a  bone  of  contention. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  It  will  be  borne  in  nisd 
these  negroes  did  go  West;  and  all  this  pretcoK 
about  difficulty  time  has  shown  unfoundea.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  proposition  of  GcDcnl 
Jesup  was  made  with  a  view  to  freeing  the  ntpm 
from  slavery,  because  I  do  not  tlynk  they  vert 
then  in  a  state  of  slavery.  But  the  result  of  tbe 
extinguishment  of  the  claim  of  the  Creek  naun 
would  have  been  to  free  the  negroes,  whatever  tbe 
object  or  intention  might  have  been.  It  is  t&fi- 
cient  to  say  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  cue, 
that  the  proposition  was  made  by  General  Joup, 
but  never  acceded  to,  and  the  compact  wutlim- 
fore  never  consummated.  General  Jesup  at  one 
time,  in  one  of  hj^  letters  to  the  DepartruBt, 
seemed  to  rej°:ard  it  as  a  contract  that  he  expedcd 
would  be  carried  out.*  But  whatever  his  expecta- 
tions were,  and  whatever  was  tlie  object  and  mteo* 
tion  of  the  parties,  the  agreement  never  was  con- 
summated, and,  therefore,  so  far  as  any  le;^ 
bearing  upon  subsequent  proceedings  isconceraed, 
it  is  as  if  it  had  never  been  made.  That  it  ibc 
second  stage  of  these  proceedings. 

We  next  come  to  a  period  when  a  dMotatioo 
from  the  Creek  Indians  was  here  in  WasninftoQ. 
This  was  in  the  spring  of  1838,  and  llkd  mm 
time  it  so  happened  Uiat  all  these  speculatora- 
General  fVaUon  and  all  concerned  coming  direct 
from  the  .scene  of  all  these  transactions,  and  ••• 
derslanding  them  all  very  well,  far  better  than  any 
one  here — ^knowing  the  character  of  the  eonoectioa 
of  the  United  States  with  these  negroes— the  ciuir- 
acter  of  the  connection  of  the  Creek  lodiansvid) 
them,  and  knowing  also  the  character  of  theooo* 
nection  of  the  Serainoles  with  these  negroes-4id 
knowing  perfectly  well  that  a  treaty  had  bra 
made  about  two  months  before,  by  vbiekOui 
Government  solemnly  recognized  the  righiioftke 
Seminoles  to  these  same  negroes,  the  tenaiof 
which  I  will  hereaAer  state— knowing  tU  tfacs 
things,  it  so  happened  that  all  these  pcr<i»,  is^ 
agenlt,  epeculaUnrSt  and  all,  happened  to  be  in 
Washington  at  that  time.  I  do  not  knovt^i 
there  was  anything  wrong  about  all  this,  but  it  did 
so  happen.  It  was  a  meeting  of  specolaton  to 
'make  a  speculation. 

Well^  General  Watson,  it  appears, entered  iutc 
a  negotiation  for  these  negroes,  and  I  sball  irett 
it  now,  for  th«  sake  of  the  argument,  as  an  inde 
pendent,  fair  transaction;  he,  understanding  thj 
he  had  a  right  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  wiih  t« 
Creeks,  who  were  here,  for  the  purchase  of  tbw 
claim  to  these  negroes.  .  On  the  9th  <^f  ^*y»|^ 
he  consummated  a  contract  in  which  the  ebieftw 
that  tribe  guarantied  to  him  a  title  to  this  propeity. 
Knowing  all  the  antecedents  in  relation  to  ths 
property,  and  understanding  what  he  didrbe par- 
chased  their  title,  and  took  Uieir  guarantee  of  tiue 
as  his  sole  security.  He  asked  nothing  of  tlus 
Government. 

Thus  far  I  see  no  sort  of  conneeU'on  of  thiiGor- 
emment  with  this  transaction.  Now,  I  *J  J"* 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  has  discussed  iw» 
matter  with  so  much  ability,  to  point  ine  to  •!«» 
or  line  "Where  the  Government  recognizes  itsdf* 
a  participant,  in  any  form,  in  that  contract. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  win  show  U 
by  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  hwn 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  July  1, 1840,  mJ 
the  Secretary's  indorsement  thereof,  and  ww» 
are  as  follows: 

WA«D«pAjtTjm,| 
OFricB  Tin>iAS  Afpaibs,  July  *»  ^***    L. 

Pie  :  Since  my  report  to  you,  of  8lh  ^P"' !?5-'rI«Bit- 
mitted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dawnon,  a  oientberoT  »■* '^T^Jj 
tee  of  the  HnuM  of  Reprenentsrives  of  ^^■'ffL-c^ 
information  ban  been  received  of  the  prie«  P««  'JZ^ 
James  C.  Watson  for  the  nefroes  taken  by  wj^Siii 
dianx  In  Florida,  to  the  capture  and  purchsie  oi  wnw 
report  related.  ^-»flii.fcr*i 

These  prisoners  were  the  property  of  tnaresp'^.'' 
acreement  between  the  Creek  wairlors  •^J^^JJJLSir 
Th%  difficulty  sbout  the  pome«(h*n  of  **'">X«lir *• 
the  Government  therein,  and  the  pufchsse  or  "J"J  ^ 
present  claimant  have  been  *»<>^''*'"***Si*X'rift«a- 
fully  understood.  These  negroes  csnnot,  "*f  .^-hd*. 
stances,  be  obtained  by  General  Wstcon,  Midi  i^  ^ 
lofore  recommended  that  the  jnoney  be  P^^ZTm^ 
them,  and  Interest  on  it,  "liould  be  reOwded  lolJ»^ 
amount  of  the  consideration  was  then  »^^^Zffism 

It  now  appears  from  the  testlmoay  or  Yif^Smec  U- 
Armstrons.  taken  on  the  a9th  «lrtmo,tbst  "SJTiHsn* 
tween  the  Creek  eliiefs  and  General  W«tsos  ftr  tsj^^ 
(whlcta»  It  seems,  is  now  mislaid  or  lost)  wsi  wim-— 
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by  bim  in  the  9|HiiifM>f  1838,  that  it  wm  fkir,  and,  concid- 
eriiijE  Uie  ri^k  of  colliijion  between  the  Cfeeks  and  Semi- 
noles  in  the  West,  on  the  jnibjfct  of  rhe  negmei,  (ihould  they 
be  carried  there,  he  thinks  the  nala  of  them,  befbre  they 
readied  Arkansas,  was  politic—that  the  coiurideration  of 
the  paid  sale  wai  ^14,600,  which  w«8,  by  the  directiiin  of 
the  Creek  chiefs,  who  were  empowered  to  act  In  the  prem- 
ise* for  tiie  Creek  warriors  that  had  been  In  Florida,  paid 
to  the  deponent  in  trust  for  those  entitled  to  it.  and  that  it 
was  actually  paid  over  to  them  by  liim  in  tbe  Indian  couU' 
try,  on  the4thof  July,  1838. 

The  d;^tes  of  the  contract  and  of  the  payments  to  Captain 
ArmMronn  are  not  iiiven,  but  the  l«t  of  May  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  time,  without  the  risk  of  injustice  either  way. 

These  negroes  cannot  be  obtained  by  General  Watson. 
Any  attempt  at  enrorcing  a  claim  to  them  under  the  Creek 
Warriors  would,  pcrhapsi,  have  resulted  in  a  conflict,  and 
ms  the  hazard  of  such  an  issue  prevented  the  use  of  more 
than  persuasive  means,  f  think  General  Wataon  has  a  Just 
claim  on  tbe  United  St^es  for  the  money  be  paid,  and  in- 
terest. 

The  amount  paid,  ns  already  stated,  was ^14,600 

Interest  from  1st  May,  1838,  to  1st  July,  1840. . . .      1,898 

'    $16,498 

For  this  sum  of  $16,498, 1  thInK  an  appropriation  ought 

to  be  made,  and  respectfully  recommend,  if  it  meets  yotir 

approbation,  that  a  communication  be  made  to  thecbair- 

mao  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean«,  asking  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  J.  R.  FotNSSTT,  Stcretary  of  War. 

War  Dbpaetmint,  July  3, 1840. 
8iE :  In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  tbe 
inclosed  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affiiirs,  I 
have  the  hnaor,  respectAilly,  to  recommend  that  tbeappfo- 
l»riation  of  $16,408,  sufgested  by  that  officer  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  of  General  WatsOn  for  negroes  captured 
by  the  Creeks  in  Florida,  may  be  asked  of  Congress. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^J.R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  J.  W*  JoxBS,  Chairman  ContmiUte  Ways  and  Jfeans. 

raxTRACT.) 
War  Obpartmrnt,  July  11, 1840. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Watson *s  claim  arises  under  a  contract  made 
by  General  Jesup,  with  the  Creek  warriors,  which  was 
■•nctiuned  by  the  Department.     The  appropriation  asked 
ibr  iff  required  to  enable  tbe  Department  to  comply  with 
the  contract,  and  to  carry  it  into  efllbct,  and  upon  its  being 
made  by  Congress  this  claim  will  nhw  be  paid. 
Very  respectfully,  ywtr  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  FOINSETT. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Jowrs,  Chairman  CommUUe  of  Way$  and 
M0an$f  Hou$€  of  Rtpreteniatioti. 

Mr.  JOHNSOIi.  I  have  another  paper  that  I 
should  like  to  read.    It  is  this: 

War  Dbpartmbrt,  March  S3, 1641. 

Sir  :  Tou  are  aware  that  there  are  certain  negroes  in  Av- 
kantfas,  who  became  the  property  of  their  Creek  captors  by 
an  arrangethent  between  General  l*b.  8.  Jesup  and  the 
Creek  warriors  who  went  to  Florida  in  1836  against  the 
Beroinnles.  These  nenoes  were  purchased  by  General 
James  C.  Watson,  of  6eor|la,  fh)m  the  Creek  chiefs  in 
Washington  city  in  the  spnng  of  1838 ;  and  the  price  of 
tbem  in  the  contract,  which  yon  witnessed,  and  think  fair, 
was  plaeed  in  your  hands  as  Acting  Superintendent  of  the 
Western  Territory,  and  paid  over  by  ytw  to  tbe  Creeks  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1838. 

You  will  please  take  the  proper  measures  to  have  these 
negroes  delivered  to  General  James  O.  Watson,  above 
named,  or  his  lawfully  autbo4zed  agent,  or  so  many  of 
tbem  as  are  nov/ living. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     ^ 

J.  BELL.  Seerelan  of  War, 

Major  William  Abmstroito,  feting  Superintendtnl 
Wektm  Terviloryf  now  ai  Wa$hington  City,  D.  C. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  This  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  which  has  just  been  read,  was  dated 
in  1841  and  the  other  letters  in  1840.  Now,  this 
contract  toak  place  in  1838,  when  Mr.  Bell,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  1841,  was  not  in  office, and, 
consequently,  he  had  no  participation  in  the  mat- 
ter whatever.  His  letter  is  a  mere  recital  of  what 
ba^  taken  place  before  the  matter  had  then  been 
be^re  Congress,  and  had  become  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic history.  This  Secretary  of  War,  as  I  said, 
was  not  in  office  when  this  contract  was  made, 
and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  These 
papers  just  read,  however,  expressly  state  the  fact, 
that  the  Qovernment  up  to  June,  1840,  knew  noth- 
ing about  this  contract  or  the  price  paid.  If  1  had 
any  partisan  feeling  tn^he  matter,  I  should  thank 
Uie  gentlemnn  from  Georgia  for  producing  this 
proof.  It  is  corroborative  of  what  i  am  saying.  1 
should  thank  the  gentleman  for  producing  it,  be- 
cause he  furnishes  a  paper,  he  being  an  advocate 
for  the  claim,  reciting  the  fact,  that  at  the  time  the 
contract  was  made,  the  Government  did  really 
ko6w  nothing  about  the  transaction. 

But  1  now  assert  the  fact,  and  I  challenge  the 
production  of  documents  to  contradict  it«  that  there 
M  not  a  letter  or  a  line  of  proof  in  the  case^to 
show  thnt  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
participated  in  any  form  in  the  inception,  consum- 
mnlion,  or  execution  of  this  contract  of  General 
Watson  with  the  Creek  Indians;  but,  on  the  con- 


trary, there  is  abundant  proof  that  they  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  say  a  single  word?  I  desire  to  ask  him  if  be 
has  examined  the  letter  of  Judge  Iverson? 

Mr.  SACKETT.    1  have  not. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  If  the  gentleman  will  examine, 
he  will  find  that  itcontainsfullproof  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Government  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  1  have  not  exojuined  it,  and 
I  do  not  regard  it  as  evidence  in  the  ease.  •  It  is  a 
letter  from  an  individual,  written  this  winter  here 
in  IVashingtont  in  regard  to  what  he  accidentally 
heard  said.  It  is  of  what.he  heard  said  in  thi^ 
city  fourteen  years  ago  in  relation  to  a  matter  in 
which  he  had  no  interest.  I  would  not  hold  him 
responsible  at  all  for  what  he  heard  said  under 
such  circumstances  fourteen  years  ago.  I  have 
heard  the  letter  read,  and  remember  enough  about 
it  to  know  that  it  is  of  no  sort  of  consequence,  it 
is  enough  to  know  that  he  was  not  an  officer  of  the 
Government,  and  only  states  his  recollection  of 
the  loose,  and,  as  I  think,  entirely  irresponsible 
conversation  which  he  beanl  fourteen  years  since, 
in  a  matter  in  which  he  took  not  the  slightest  in- 
terest one  way  or  the  other.  Why,  sir,  the  par- 
ties interested  have  long  since  called  for  all  the 
correspondence  and  evidence  from  the  Depart- 
ments, and  foe  many  years  have  been  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  evidence  that  can  be  regarded  as 
reliable  or  safe.  These  after  births  in  evidence 
are  only  the  spasms  of  a  desperate  cause. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.    1  have  here  a 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  July  21, 

1838,  a  few  days  after  tue  making  of  the  contract, 

in  which  the  expenses  for  making  that  contract 

are  recognized: 

War  Dbpartxrnt,  Jaly  31, 1838. 

Sir:  The  Adjutant  General  has  laid  before  me  yoor  let- 
ter  ot'  tlie  13tli  ultimo,  together  witli  copies  of  tbe  eorres- 

Ktndence  between  you  and  Lieutenant  Ke;|riiold^,  respect- 
g  the  negroes  captured  bv  tlie  Cheek  warriorn,  In  Florida, 
(torn  the  Beminoles.  Enclosed  I  transmit  a  report  iVoiu  the 
Commissiooer  of  Indian  Allkirs,  accompanied  b^  copies  of 
various  papers,  from  which  you  will  learn  the  (acts  of  the 
case,  and  the  reasons  which  have  governed  the  Department 
in  tbe  coursewhich^has  b.^en  taken.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  carry  out  tbe  decision  of  the  Department,  that  these  n«t- 
grues  sliall  be  delivered  to  the  Creek  vorri^/rt,  provided  this 
can  be  done  without  violence  or  the  u«e  of  force.  Should 
ynu  not  be  able  to  elTect  the  object  peaceably  and  quietly,  it 
will  be  belter  tliat  the  negroes  remain  with  the  Seminoles. 
In  this  event,  however,  you  should  take  measures  to  con- 
vince the  Creeke  that  compensation  will  be  made  to  them 
for  the  loss  of  the  negroes ;  and  lest  they  may  be  exasper- 
ated at  their  (kilure  to  get  what  they  claim,  and  thu4  bring 
on  the  very  state  of  things  which  tlie  Department  has  bi'en 
trying  lo  avoid,  you  can  assure  them  that  the  influence  of 
tbe  Department  will  be  used  to  its  fullest  extent  to  procure 
from  Congress  the  means  of  iiidemniiying  them.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  Lieutenant  Reynolds  did  not  c«imply 
with  bis  'directions,  and  deliver  the  negroes  to  Mr.  Collins 
before  they  reached  the  Indian  countiy.  Much  difficulty 
and  dissatisfaction  would  thereby  have  been  avoided,  and 
the  original  object  of  the  Department — tliat  or'  preventing 
collisloni  between  the  two  tribes — would  probably  have 
been  effected.  But,  as  they  are  there,  the  be^t  that  can  be 
done  is  believed  to  be  the  delivery  of  the  negroes  Vf  the 
agent  of  the  Creeks,  to  bf;  brought  out  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try ;  but  this  deliveiy  not  to  be  made  if  force  has  to  be  used. 
The  whole  afikir  is  a  delicate  and  difficult  otxe^  and  your 
judgment  and  discretion  am  relied  on  to  bring  it  to  a  close 
m  a  matter  satliikciory  to  all  concerned.    Yunr«,  Ice, 

J.  R.  P0IN3ETT. 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  M.  Arbocrlk, 

F^rt  Oibton,  Arkanuu* 

Mr.  SACKETT.  '  It  will  be  seen  that  this  let- 
ter, like  the  rest,  does  not  sustain  the  gentleman, 
although  it  was  written  several  mouths  after  the 
contract  was  made.  This  letter,  too,  repudiates 
the  eorUract,  ilnd  4reats  the  whole  transaction  as 
with  the  Creeks.  AAer  this  labored  effort  of  the 
advocates  of  this  claim  to  produce  evidence  to  show 
that  the  Government  participated  in  the  making 
or  the  execution  of  this  contract,  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  none  can  he  produced.  But  I  will 
not  stop  here;  I  will  not  leave  the  case  to  negative 
proofs  I  will  show  that  there  is  afHrmative  evi- 
dence entirely  satisfactory,  to  prove,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment so  far^rom  participating  in  the  making  of 
this  contract  did  not  as  much  as  know  of  its  ex- 
istence for  some  months  afterwards.  Every  sin- 
gle letter  written  by  Mr.  Harris,  who  was  thenf 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  tbe  offfcers  of 
the  Array  in  command,  that  alludes  to  these  ne- 
groes, spenks  of  them  in  connection  with  the  rights 
of  theUreeks.  But  in  not  one  of  them  is  thei^ 
one  line  or  one  word  tending  to  recognize  the  parii- 
eipation  of  this  Government  in  this  contract,  or 
even  the  existence  of  any  such  agreement,  or  that 
Watson  had  any  interest  whatever. 


Here  is  one  of  his  letters,  and  there  are  more 

than  twenty  of  tlie  same  character: 

'  War  Department,  ) 
.Oppicr  Indian  Appairs,  Muy  9, 1838.     ) 

Sir  :  The  decision  made  a  few  day:»  since,  tliat  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  the  Creek  warriors  in  ^orida  »h«Miid,  in 
cnuipllaiicii  with  the  engnguiiient  of  General  Je«up,  be  de- 
livered to  the  delei^ation  ikiw  here,  luu<  been  coniniunicated 
to  them,  with  tlie  intiniHtiou  thnt  when  they  li»d  determined 
what  diiipo<ition  would  be  made  of  tiifm,  and  communica- 
ted infi>nnatinn  of  the  same  to  this  Department,  tlie  neces- 
sary orders  would  be  issued.  In  a  communication  ju^t  re- 
ceived from  tlie  ddegaiion,  the>  sinu^  tliey  have  np|Hiinted 
Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  of  Alabaiim,  their  attorney  In  tact,  to 
receive  the  negrues.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  so 
order  may  be  issued  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pike, 
to  Major  Isaac  Clark,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  commanding 
officer  ill  Florida,  and  to  any  other  officers  wiio  may  have 
charge  of  th<*in,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Collins  all  the  negroes  in 
question.  He  will,  of  course,  bold  them  subject  to  the 
lawful  claims  of  all  white  persons.  Abraham  and  his 
family  Hhouid  be  excepted,  in  con^equ-nre  of  a  prnniise 
made'  by  General  Je«up.  The  officers  should  be  inntru'-tHd 
to  exercise  due  caiitiim,  so  as  to  d  liver  only  tho^e  captured 
by  the  Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears  from 
a  letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Shmn,  that  tht^e  Indians 
refused  tlie  ;^,000  offered  them,  under  tlie  direction  of  Gen- 
eral JcKup,  for  their  interest  in  thei^e  negroes. 

Very  reirpectfuly,  your  moot  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS.  C9mmi$9ioner, 
Captain  8.  Coopbr,  feting  Seeretury  of  War. 

This  letter  recites  the  order  under  which  the 
Creek'a^enl,  Collins,  was  actine.  Is  there  any* 
thine  said  here'about  General  Watson  r  Not  one 
worn.  This  letter  and  this  power  of  attorney 
sp^ik  for  themselves.  Collins,  even  according  to 
his  own  showing,  was  tlie  agent  of  the  Creeks, 
and  not  of  General  Watson.  And  is  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  held  for  some  clandestine  private  ar- 
rangement, that  was  not  to  see  tlie  ]i:;ht? 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Alabama.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  if  this  Government  ratified 
this  contract,  if  it  is  not  binding  upon  it  according 
to  well-established  principles,  even  if  it  was  not 
cognizant  at  the  timv  of  the  facts  contained  in  it? 

Mr.  SACKETT.  That  is  a  proper  subject  for 
consideration,  and  1  will  come  to  it  in, due  time. 

Three  or  four  months  afler  the  making  of  that 
contract,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1838,  General 
Arbuckle,  who  then  had  these  negroes  with  his 
command  in  Arkansas,  recites  the  fact,  that  ha 
had  recently  received  two  communications,  one 
from  the  Siecretary  of  War,  and  the  other  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs-at  Wlashing- 
ton,  dated  July  19ih  and  the  31s4  of  the  same 
month,  in  which  letters  ne  expressly  states,  upon 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  AOairs,  that  it  was  un- 
known at  Washington  that  this  money  was  paid 
for  these  negroes,  even  as  late  as  the  latter  part  of 
July,  1838.  After  all  this,  it  is  still  claimed  by 
those  who  advocate  this  claim,  that  the  Govern- 
ment made  and  got  up  this  contract.  Was  so  ab- 
surd a  claim  ever  before  presented  to  ^his  House? 

Mr.  D.\NI  EL.  If  the  Government  had  had  na 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  it  would  not  have  recom- 
mended the  paym^t  of  the  money  to  General 
Watson  with  interest. 

Mr.  SACKETT.     That  was    three  or  four 

rears  afterwards,  aAer  the  rlainghnd  been  goi  tfp. . 
am  endeavoring  to  present  the  transaction  as  it 
took  place.  Here  we  have  affirmative  evidence 
that  it  is  not  substantially  contradicted  on  the  part 
of  the  claimants,  that  the  Government  knew  no- 
thing about  the  payment  of  this  money;  and  we 
have  also  the  positive  evidence,  as  late  as  July,  of 
the  head  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  head  of 
the  Indian  Bureau,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  it. 
Now,  where  is  the  responsible  connection  of  this 
Government  with  this  transaction?  Where^can 
any  man  put  his  finger  on  a  just  ground  of  lia-"> 
bility  ? 

Mr.  DANIEL.  What  Secretary  of  War  was 
it  who  wrote  this  letter?  -These  offices  are  con- 
tinually shifting  from  hand  to  hand,  and  it  may 
have  been  some  subsequent  Secretary  or  Superin- 
tendent who  wrote  the  letters.  • 

Mr.  SACKETT.  1  have  the  letter,  and  will 
read  it.  It  is  dated  the  22d  of  August,  and  is  di- 
rected to  Captain  Armstrons,  the  acting  superin- 
tendent of  the  Indian  aflfairs  in  that  region  of 
country: 

HsAoqARTKRs,  9d  Dbpartmkwt,  W.  nivisioN,  I 
Fort  Oisson,  Jiugutt  97, 1838.      > 

Sir  :  I  received  by  the  last  mail,  fVom  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  War,  a  communication  under  date  of  the  91  ^t 
ultimo,  09  the  subject  of  nexmes  captured  by  the  Creek 
warriors,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Aflairs  to  the  Secretary  bf  War,  under  date  of  the 
19tU  ultimo,  relatiag  lo  tliis  sul^tt  eopiss  of  whicli  ars 
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herewith  enclosed.  All  Ather  pap^ni  or  transaction*  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter  it  i«  prenamed  that  yoo  are  apprised  of. 
It  will  be  seen  by  thf  commanication  ifr«t  rRferred  to,  that 
it  was  not  known  at  WnMhinittoni  at  the  date  of  that  letter, 
that  thb  Creek  warriors  hnd  been  paid  (tar  the  necroes. 

I  am,  sir.  witif  much  r««peet,  jronr  obedient  servant, 

M.  ARBUCKLE,  Br^  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.J§. 
To'CaptnIn  VV.  Armstkono,  .ieMn;  superirUend^nt  W. 
Territory,  Choctaw  Agency. 

Here  ia  a  letter  dated  in  Aiu:u«t,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  a  communication  nad  been  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  from  the  head  of 
the  Indian  Bureau,  expressly  repudiating  the  idea 
that  the  Government  had  any  knowledge  of  this 
transaction. 

Mr.  DANFEL.  Ifthe  gentleman  will  allow  me, 
I  will  call  his  attention  to  a  very  £reat  inconsist- 
e.icy  under  which  he  labors.  When  I  referred 
him  to  the  tetter  of  Judge  Iverson,  a  man  of  high 
character  and  standine,  he  said  it  was  merel]^  a  let- 
ter, and  not  an  affidavit.  It  did  not  serve  his  pur- 
5ose  to  tike  into  consideration  the  fact  stated  by 
udge  Iverson,  but  it  does  serve  his  purpose  to 
take  into  consideration  the  mere  statement,  and 
not  the  affidavit,  of  General  Arbuckle. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Well,  if  this  claim  is  to  be 
supported  upon  such  criticism  or  evidence  as  that, 
1  am  entirely  willing  to  submit  it  to  the  commiuee 
without  further  debate.  What  is  the  different  e  ? 
Why,  one  is  the  indefinite  recollection  of  an  tndi* 
vidual  having  no  connection  with  the  transaction 
whatever,  fourteen  years  afterwards;  and  the  other 
is  tjie  responsible  correspondence  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau.  If 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carohna  [Mr.  Daniel] 
cannot  see  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the 
evidence,  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  committee  will. 
I  think  1  have  shown  satisfactorily,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ma- 
king of  this  contract.  But,  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  shown,  by  evidence  which  woukl  be  satisfitc- 
tory,  I  think,  to  any  jur^  in  the  world,  that,  to 
say  nothing  of  participation,  tbe^  did  not  even 
know  anything  about  the  transaction. 

I  have  now  shown  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  original  contract;  the  immateriality  of  the 
proposition  of  General  Jesup  in  relation  to  the 
$8,000;' and  that  the  Government  was  not  connect- 
ed with  thin  contract. 

Mr.  DANIBL.  If  the  gentleman  wants  to  ^et 
at  the  point,  I  will  read  a  letter  from  J.  R.  Poin- 
sett. It  is  not  necessary  to  read  the  whole  letter, 
but  I  will  read  this  part: 

'<  Mr.  Watson's  claim  arises  under  the  contract  made  by 
Gentn^l  Je^up  with  the  Creek  warriors,  which  was  sanc- 
tioiieU  by  the  Department,  and  the  appropriation  asked  for 
is  required  to  enable  tlie  Department  to  comply  with  that 
contract,  and  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  upon  its  being  met 
by  Congress,  this  claim  will  also  be  paid." 

This  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  John  W.Jones. 

Mr.  SACKErr.    What  is  its  date.> 

Mr.  DANIEL.    July  llth,*-1840. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Yes,  three  years  after  this 
transaction,  an(\^  letter  askinj^  a  general  appropri- 
ation in  relation  to  tlie  Florida  war,  but  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  this  case;  it  does 
not  relate  to  this  contract. 

Mr.  DANIEL.    It  is  signed  by  Joel  R.  Poin-  i 
sett,  and  I  suppose  it  is  in  his  handwriting.  ,' 

Mr.  SACKETT.    It  is  like  all  the  rest  of  the  I 
evidence  in  the  case;  and  we  need  not  go  back  to  ' 
1840,  to  get  evidence  that  these  eflbrts  are  still 
continued  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals,  to  se-  | 
cure  to  General  Watson,  who  made  this  contract,  . 
the  reimbursement  of  this  money  out  of  theTreas-  ^ 
ury  of  the   United  States,  upon   which,  in  my  | 
judgment,  he  has  no  more  claim  than  any  other  i 
losing  speculator;  that  is  still  the  very  subject-mat-  j 
ter  now  under  consideration  before  us.    There 
was  no  evidence  in  that  letter  as  to  whetlier  the 
Governm^t  had  anything  to  do  with  this  contract 
with  General  Watson.     Not  a  word.     It  is  in  re- 
lation to  the  contract  made  by  General  Jesup  with 


the  Indians,  in  relation  to  their  becoming  allies  of  jl  view.     I  think  there  is  sometliing  in  that  contract 


the  Government  in  the  Florida  war.  Not  a  word 
in  relation  to  this  contract.  It  is  for  you  to  give 
it  a  broader  constj-uction,  if  you  choose.  I  can  find 
no  ground  for  d'ling  so.  Give  it  its  broadest  and 
fullest  construction,  and  it  is  the  construction  of  the 
Scf  relary  of  War  as  to  the  validity  of  the  contract 
of  General  Jesup,  which  is  not  now  in  controversy. 
Well,  sir,  we  have  heard  of  such  things  as  Secre- 
taries giving  construction  to  contracts  that  Con- 
gress did  not  agree  with.    It  is  a  constnictioo  as 
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to  operate  upon,  without  operating  upon  these 
negroes,  which  by  a  previous  contract  with  Gen- 
eral Jesup,  belongs  to  the  Creek  warriors.  There 
were  other  slaves  that  surrendered  themselves  with 
the  Seminoles  at  the  time,  and  undoubtedly  that 
contract  referred  to  those  slaves,  and  not  to  the 
slaves  which  had  been  captured  under  the  previous 
arrangement  mode  between  General  Jesup  and 
the  Creek  warriors. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.    General  Jesup 


to  the  validity  of  a  contract  made  by  General 
Jesup,  if  you  choose,  but  it  has  nothing  to  ao  with 
the  question  now  under  consideration.  As  I  stated 
at  the  time  of  the  interruption  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  CaroUna,  (Mr.  Daniel,]  I  have 
shown  the  nature  of  the  contract;  the  immateriality 
of  the  proposition  of  General  Jesup  in  relation  to 
this  matter;  I  have  shown  that  the  Government 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  making  of  this  contract; 
and  as  to  these  points  I  now  leave  them. 

Ther^  are  other  considerations  connected  with 
this  matter  that  are  worth  consideration;  they 
are  cotemporaneous  acts,  which  shed,  at  least, 
some  light  upon  it. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1837,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  through  its  proper  authorities, 
i  made  a  treaty  with  the  Seminole  Indians.  By  that 
treaty,  sir,  which  was  made  about  two  months 
before  this  contract' of  Watson  was  made,  the 
Government  agreed  with  the  Seminoles,  to  guar- 
antee these  very  .negroes  to  them,  and  that  they 
should  go  with  them  to  the  West.  This  treaty 
was  made  after  the  entire  services  of  the  Creelc 
Indians.  They  actually  went  into  the  service  in 
December,  1836,  aiid  were  mustered  out  of  service 
in  Seotember,  1837,  before  any  hostilities  took 
place  between  the  Government  and  the  Seminoles 
after  this  treaty.  The  treaty,  I  sa^i  was  made 
on  the  6th  of  March,  and  its  provisions,  as  con- 
tained in  article  fifth,  are  as  follows: 

"  Akt.  5.  Major  General  Jesup,  on  bf>half  of  the  United 
States,  agrees  that  the  Seminoles  and  their  allien,  who  come 
in  and  emigrat  ■  to  the  West,  shall  be  secure  in  their  live* 
and  property;  Uiat  their  negioes.  their^6onu  fide  property, 
shall  accompany  them  to  liie  West;- and  that  tbeir  catUe 
and  pontes  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  at  a  fair 
valaatioD." 

Now,  sir,  what  are  we  told?  That  after  Gen- 
eral Jesup  had  reported  this  treaty  to  the  Govern- 
ment,at  Washington;  after  every  department  of 
the  Government  were  entirely  familiar  wiih  this 
solemn  compact,  by  which  the  very  property  in 
controversy  here  had  been  guarantied  to  theSemi- 
noles,  that  this  very  Gk>vernment,  bv  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 
were  making  a  contract — that  Watson,  in  violation 
of  solemn  treaty  obligations,  should  absolutely 
take  the  property  itself,  and  that  the  army  should 
deliver  it  to  him  by  force.  Was  there  ever  a- 
greater  absurdity .'  It  is  a  charge  against  the  late 
Secretary  of  War  and  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Aflbirs,  which,  if  true,  would  be  just  ground  of 
impeachment — a  charge  that  they  were,  while  in 
the  public  service,  uiuawfuUy  and  clandestinely 
trying  to  violaOr  a  solemn  treaty  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Sir,  I  am  happy  to  say  there  is  no  evidence 
;  of  such  oonduct  on  their  part. 

What,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  our  highest 
officers  are  to  be  charged  with  clandestined  schemes 
against  the  treaties  of  peace  of  the  country.  What 
higher  oflTense  could  be  chaiged  against  these  men  ? 
Here  was  a  solemn  compact — and  they  had  not 
ofte  particle  of  authority  of  law  to  make,  counte- 
nance, or  encourage  any  contract  whatever,  or  to 
bind  the  Government  in  any  way,  and  still,  with- 
out proof,  for  the  purpose  or  sustaining  this  claim, 
they  are  charged  with  this  gross  violation  of  duty, 
viz:  That  they  did  in  the  face  of  this  treaty,  and 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  it  was  in  violation  of 
its  provisions,  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  con- 
tract to  take  from  the  Seminoles  the  property  the  ' 
Government  had,  by  treaty,  only  two  montlis  be-  j 
,  fore  guarantied  to  them,  and  give  and  convey  it  to  | 
'  a  stran^rer.    They  either  were  gjiilty  of  all  this  or  | 
they  did  nothing.    Is  there  no  evidence  in  this  | 
case  against  so  violent  a  presumption }    Does  the  ' 
distinguished  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  I 
Danibl]  see  nothing  in  this  tending  to  show  that  I 
the  Government  could  have  had  no  tiling  to  do  with  i 
the  contract?  ; 

Mr.  DANIEL.  I  understand  about  that,  and 
there  I  think  the  gentleman  is  laboring  imder  a 
inisapprehenslon.  His  earnestness  to  defeat  this  \ 
bill  causes  him  to  see  everything  in  a  distorted 


did,  subsequently  to  the  making  of  that  oostnct 
with  the  Creeks,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  S«tnt. 
notes  themselves;  and  prior  to  making  the  tritty 
with  the  Seminoles,  the  rights  of  these  Crt«ki  ba4 
attached,  by  the  capture  of  this  property.  Thee 
General  Jesup  makes  the  treaty,  in  whi(»  he  nip- 
ulates  that  jhe  negroes,  the  property  of  the  Scni. 
noles,  should  aeoompany  them-  to  their  Vfmtn 
homes.  Now  admit  that  General  Jesup  hat  mdi 
a  contract,  and  that  one  conflicts  with  the  otbir, 
our  rights  attaching  in  the  mean  time,  h  may  it> 
volve  him  in  inconsistency,  but  it  cannot  itSm 

our  rights.  

Mr.  SACKETT.  There  is  no  incoosisttn^ 
on  the  part  of  General  Jesup.  He  makes  tim 
treaty,  reports  it  to  the  Government,  it  is  agreed 
to  by  the  Grovernment  as  a  treaty  betweto  ihc 
Seminoles  and  the  Government  of  the  Uniiid 
States,  in  which  the  Government  agr^e  that  thm 
very  negroes,  the  property  of  the  Seminoles,  ihoold 
go  to  the  West  with  them.  It  is  not  claimed  birt 
that  this  treaty  of  General  Jesup  applied  to  tuy. 
thing  which  was  not  the  property  of  the  Seminolet, 
and  there  was  not  a  single  neero  which  it  sppM 
to  taken  between  the  6tn  of  March,  and  thetim 
when  this  contract  of  Watson's  was  made.  Tbr^ 
fore,  the  evidence  is  complete  and  perfect,  thtt 'be 
Government  had  contracted  in  relation  to  ihii 
properly  by  ireatyt  which  .was  well  ki^^u  to  in 
nfHcers  and  to  Ueneral  Watson,  and  I  contcsd 
this  precludes  the  idea  of  any  participation  in  tbii 
contract. 

Another  point,  and  I  address  myself  now,  not 
so  much  to  the  legal  acumen  of  the  Hottst,  notio 
much  to  the  lawyers  of  the  committee,  as  to  ib« 
common  sense  of'^all.  This  property,  if  prop«iy 
at  all,  as  claimed  here — this  claim,  if  a  valid  dtin 
atall, covers  property  worth  some  $60,000.  Thott 
who  advocate  the  claim,  nnd  those  whooppoieK, 
do  not  disagree  about  it«  value,  as  the  eniwt 
itself  proves  that  point.  The  purchaser  knew  •! 
about  the  condition  of  that  property.  Kdovb? 
this,  and  being  perfectlv  acouainted  with  boik 
propositions, its  value  ana  conaition,  he  purchaied 
that  property  for  jfI4,600. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  any  member  of  this  comroitie, 
as  a  matter  of  fair  inference,  fair  undefitiodinf, 
and  bringing  his  mind  to  bear  upon  the  oripw 
transaction,  if  it  is  not  plain  that  a  man  purcfas*- 
ing  property  under  such  circumstances, intendi  to 
take  the  risk  upoh  himself,  and  intend  to  rely  upoa 
the  guarantee  of  this  tribe  of  Indians,  at  to  the  «- 
lidity  of  title.  Is  it  possible  we  can  close  oor  efei 
so  tight,  as  not  to  see,  that  if  a  man  purehi8«, 
with  nis  eyes  open,  properly  worth  five  tim« the 
amount  which  he  gives,  and  enters  into  a  cootnct 
in  which  the  tJnited  States  is  by  no  means apeiiT' 
he  intends  to  take  that  contract  upon  himswf? 
What  are  we  to  do  ?  Turn  around  after  the  space 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  say  fhai  this  inieD- 
tion  shall  d>e  reversed,  because  he  was  not  forto* 
natein  his  speculation — because  he  did  noliuceeed 
in  making  the  speculation  which  he  thought  he 
should  make  out  of  it,  and  say  that  theGoTeru- 
ment  of  the  United  States  will  make  up  bis  low. 
What  possible  interest  has  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  event,  in  this  property?  Ad- 
mit the  broadest  construction  claimed  upon  the 
other  side,  and  the  Government  of  the  Vnm 
States  never  had  a  single  shilling  of  intereit  in  H, 
in  any  form  whatever.  Suppose  that  it  was  a  lepi* 
imate  subject  of  contract,  and  suppose  that  it  w*5 
proper  for  General  Jesup,  under  ihehiwsofiK 
country,  to  make  such  a  contract,  and  gi«<  '^  *°* 
construction  sought  to  be  placed  upon  iti  upon 
the  other  side,  and  what  interest  was  the  Govern- 
ment, in  any  event,  to  have  in  thepropertv?  iNoi 
one  farthing,  in  any  fonn  whatever.  If  these  m- 
groes  belonged  to  the  Creeks,  it  was  became  tbjv 
had  capturwl  them,  and  we  have  nothing  'o  do 
with  them — ^were  not,  by  the  contract,  bound  to 
keep  them  for  an  hour.  If  we  were  bound  to  keep 
them,  we  were  as  much  bound  for  ten  ywrj  •* 
ten  days.  We  had  no  lawful  possession  of  tnrt> 
except  as  prisoners  of  war.  . 

It  will   be  seen  from  the  presentation  of  ij« 

points  in  this  case,  that  tlie  Governnaent  of  we 

United  States  never  assumed  any  direct  itap"/^' 

bility  in  regard  to  this-raattcr.    The  purchaser  here 

purchased  the  character  of  property  that  n*<^''!J!r 

If  he  lost  out  of  it,  it  was  bis  own  loss;  and  iiw 

■  gained  by  the  speculation,  as  he  ihoufht  ibatw 

,  would,  it  was  his  speculation.    In  either  eTent, 

i  the  Government  had  neither  claim  nor  habflny 
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I  do  not  know  that  it  wiH  be  profitable  to  detain 
ihe  committee  any  longer  upon  tlys  subject.  Per- 
haps, as  proper  to  the  elucidation  of  the  subject,  1 
ought  to  say  a  word  upon  another  point;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  its  presentation  has  a  liule 
something  to  do  with  the  slarery  view  of  the  ques- 
tion; but  it  is  necessary  to  the  understanding  of 
the  subject.  It  is  this:  As  to  whether  slavery  ex- 
isted in  Florida  at  all  ?  As  I  have  said  before,  the 
f>resumption  of  law  is  against  it.  I  think  no 
awyer  will  gainsay  the  proposition,  that  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  the 

f  resumption  is  against  the  existence  of  stavenr. 
lay  that  down  as  a  legal  proposition.  Under  the 
law  of  some  of  the  States,  tne  question  o/  color 
determines  that  question;  but  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  presumption  is  in 
favor  of  freedom. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  wouid  ask  the 
gentleman  if  it  is  not  a  rule  of  law,  sanctioned  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  that  in 
making  their  decisions  they  follow  the  decisions 
made  in  the  States  ? 

Mr.  SACKETT.  It  is  as  the  gentleman  states 
it.  Of  course  they  would  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  Slate  when  they  do  not  conflict  with  the 
laws.of  Congress.  That  does  not  touch  this  point 
at  all.  This  point  stands  clear  of  all  construction 
from  State  authority  or  jurisdiction.  It  is  an  im- 
poruint  proposition,  and  one  to  be  settled  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States;  the 
laws  of  the  GJovernment  that  declare  that  qJl  men 
are  born  free  and  equal.  The  q^uestion  whether 
slavery  existed  among  the  Semmoles  is  a  very 
wide  field  and  very  important  subject  for  con- 
sideration, in  which  nothing  can  be  taken  by  pre- 
sumption— nothing  cIDi  be  taken  by  inference.  It 
is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  the  absolute  ex- 
istence or  non-existence  of  law;  no  presumption 
can  CI  eate  slavery  among  these  Indians,butitmu8i 
be  estal>n?hed  by  proof  of  existing  law.  If  slavery 
exists  there  at  all,  the  question  will  naturally  arise, 
what  kind  of  slavery  existed  there?  What  sort 
of  bondage  w^  it  r  Was  it  the  bondage  of  the 
African  race,  or  the  bondage  of  the  Seminole 


TcaKSOKK,  (Alabama,)  Oetober  18, 1638. 

SiK :  r  btve  previouiily  advised  you  of  my  flUlure,  at 
Sfent  of  tho  Creek  warriorn,  in  otMaining  possession  of  tlie 
Seminole  negroeti  that  you  had  directed  to  be  turned  over 
to  them,  and  the  difflciilticH  and  uppogition  that  attended  it 

1  have  now  tn  request,  that  should  General  Artiuckle  be 
unable  to  comply  with  the  inatnicUoas  1  understand  be  has 
received,  (which,  from  ray  knowledfe  of  Indian  chanMt^r, 
I  have  no  doubt  he  will,^  Uiis  claim  raxy  be  laid  befbre  the 
agent  who  may  be  appomted  to  investigate  the  claims  of 
the  Creeks,  with  the  necessary  documents,  that  it  may  be 
examined  and  reported  on  by  him.  * 

Will  you  infono  me  who  the  agent  will  be,  and  the  lime 
and  place  of  the  investigation,  that  I  may  l>e  present  to 
represent  this  claim.*' 

From  my  long  and  kitimatc  acquaintance  widi  the 
Creeks,  I  was  enabled,  while  there,  to  aUay  any  excitement 
likely  to  be  produced  on  this  subject,  and  prevented,  (nr 
the  present,  niiy  attempt  on  their  part  to  take  possctision  of 
the  negroes,  by  ih%  proi&ise  that  the  Government  would 
ultimately  satiiify  them 

VVitii  the  highest  respect,  I  am  yours,  &c., 

N.  F.  COLLINS. 

Hon.  JOBL  S.  POINSBTT, 

Secretary  of  War,  WoMkington, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Collins  was  the  agent  of  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  He  was  never  the  afent  of 
the  Creek6#except  in  this  transaction.  He  was 
the  agent  of  the  Choctaws. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Mr.  Collins  was  the  agent. 
'Mr.  SACKETT.  Mr.  Armstrong  was  the  man 
who  had  the  money;  but  that  is  immaterial.  Col- 
lins was  following  up  these  negroes  as  late  as  the 
18th  October,  expresslvavowing  himself  the  agent 
of  the  Creeks,  when  he  writes  to  the  S^retary 
of  War — Mr.  Poinsett — that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  possess  himself  of  them,  and  suggests  whether 
there  mav  not  be  a  claim  made  before  the  Creek 
Indians  tnertnelves — they  having  guarantied  their 
title  to  these  negroes — to  indemnify  Watson,  his 
principal,  and  requests  the  Secretary  of  y^ar  to 
let  him  know  when  tKe  agent  of  the  Creeks  will 
be  acting  upon  that  subject,  that  he  mey  have  the 
matter  presented.  Then  there  was  no  thought  of 
making  a  claim  against  this  Qovernment :  that  was 
an  after-thought,  probably  the  invention  of  some 
claims  agent — a  sort  of  Galphin,  where  agents  and 
owners  go- snucks. 

[Mr.  WILDRICK,  from  the  Committeeon  En- 


race,  or 
race?    Was  it  slavery  from  year  to  year,  or  was  i       .-i   ,  ,,.„  j-  .  „   .    ,,  * 

it  slavery  from  generation  to  generation?    Was  :•  "'"***  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  enrolled,  "  An 
it  slavery  by  which  the  parties  enslaved  became  U  ~^f  "^^^H^  1""^  warranto  Msigijable;"  whici  re- 
ceived the  signature  of  the  Speaker.] 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the 
committee  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  so  that  if  any 
gentleman  desires  to  address  the  House  he  may 
then  be  ready  to  obtain  it.  This  is  a  funny  affair 
altogether,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
Mr.  Sackett]  has  elaborated  it  in  the  most  scien- 
tific manner;  so  much  so,  that  I  apprehend  he  has 
put  it  beyond  the  comprehension  of  a  jury.  So 
far  as  I  understand,  this  whole  case  lies  in  a  few 
facts,  and  if  gentlemen  will  give  me  a  litde  of  their 
patience  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  plain.  There 
are  several  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  have  a 
remembrance  of  Judge  Iverson.  I  had  the  honor 
of  serving  with  him  here.    Those  who  had  the 

f)leasure  of  hisacquaiiitance  know  that  a  more  po- 
ite  and  courteously  deported  gentleman — a  gentle- 
man whose  statement  can  more  entirely  be  relied 
upon,  cannot  be  found  upon  this  floor,  or  outside 
or  this  Hall.  In  all  his  actions,  and  in  his  be- 
havior here,  he  displayed  what  he  was — a  Georgia 
gentleman .  The  gentleman  from  New  York  stated 
that  he  had  pass^  over  Judge  Iverson*s  letter-* 
that  he  had  not  read  it,  but  had  heard  it  read:  that 
it  was  loose,  rambling,  and  disconnected,  and 
showed  a  failure  of  memory,  and  that  it  related  to 
facts  occurring  thirteen  years  ago.  It  is  true  that 
it  related  to  occurrences  which  took  place  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years  ago,  but  it  is  not  rambling,  nor 
does  it  show  any  failure  of  the  memory;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  stated  with  the  utmost  positiveness 
and  clearness,  and  is  conclusive  upon  one  branch 
of  the  facts  involved  in  this  case.  Mr.  Iverson 
says  that  the  Department  of  Indian  Aflliirs  sanc- 
tioned, nay,  brought  about  this  sale  of  negroes; 
negotiated  it  and  fixed  the  price.  I  suppose  that 
is  the  Government,  and  if  not,  there  are  abundant 
communications — letters  written  parallel  with  the 
occurrence — showing  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
authorized  all  of  the  transactions  with  regard  to  it. 
The  letters  are  here  with  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Poinsett  attached  to  them.  Now,  sir,  the  reading 
of  these  papers  is  not  an  interesting  matter  for 
anybody.  I  will  take  this  one;  Judge  Iverson, 
a  witness  whose  character  is  known  to  us  all, 
•ays: 


ivery  by  which  the  parti 
liberated  after  a  certain  period  of  time?  How  was 
the  relation  of  the  enslaved  to  be  changed  by  this 
operation  of  General  Watson  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Johnson] 
alluded  to  the  letter  of  General  Taylor,  in  which 
he  made  a  statement  in  reference  to  this  transac- 
tion. Without  taking  time  to  read  the  letter,  I  will 
only  state  that  General  Taylor  washed  his  hands 
ehtirely  of  this  transaction.  He  did  not  consider 
that  these  men  were  slaves.  I  will  read  the  letter, 
however:       « 

Hkadqvartrrs  Akmt  or  thk  SotrrH, ) 
Tampa,  (Florida,)  June  S,  1S38.     i 

OcaKRAL :  I  have  the  honor  tn  acknowledge  your  com- 
munication of  the  10th  oi'  Mav,  1838,  accompanied  by  one 
of  the  9ffa,  frnna  the  CnmmiMioner  or  Indiiin  Aff'airt,  ad- 
drened  to  Captain  Cooper,  acting  Secretary  of  Wnr,  on  the 
soblect  of  luniing  over  certain  negroes  captnred  by  tlH> 
Creek  warriors  in  Florida  to  a  Mr.  Collins,  their  agent,  in 
compliance  with  an  engagement  of  General  Jenup. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  negroes  in  que^tionrnorof  thefub- 
ject,  further  than  what  is  contained  in  the  communication 
above  referred  to ;  bin  I  must  Mate  distinctly,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  all  concerned,  that,  while  I  shall  hold  myself 
ever  ready  to  do  the  tiUno«t  in  my  power  to  get  the  Indians 
and  their  negroes  out  of  Florida,  as  well  as  to  remove  them 
to  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mimissippl,  I  cannot  for  a 
moment^^nsent  to  meddle  in  lhi«  transaction,  or  to  be  con- 
cerned for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  Creek  Indiann,  or 
any  one  else ;  or  to  interfere,  in  tny  way,  between  the  In- 
dians nnd  their  negroes,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
prive the  ftirnier  of  their  property,  and  reduce  the  latter 
trom  a  comparative  state  of  freedom  to  th^  of  slavery ;  at 
the  some  time,  I  shall  take  every  means  to  obtain  and  re- 
store to  his  lawful  owner  any  slave  among  the  Indians  who 
has  absconded  or  been  captured  by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  3rour 
obedient  servant,  Z.  TAYLOR, 

Brevet  Brl^.  Otn.  United  States  Jirmy^  eommanding. 

General  R.  Jo!«ks,  Mjutant  Oeneral  United  States  Jlrmy, 
jraskingt<yu,  D.  C. 

That  was  something  like  a  year  after  the  trans- 
action. 

^  In  October,  1838,  this  whoje  transaction,  so  far 
as  this  contract  is  concerned,  is  still  in  the  dark; 
and  even  at  that  late  day,  Mr.  Collins,  the  agrent, 
writes  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  see  if  some 
arrangement  cannot  be  made  with  the  Creeks,  so 
as  to  enable  his  principal  to  get  hismoney  back. 
Ths  toUowing  is  hk  Istter: 


{ I  "  Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  warriors  composing  what 
was  called  the  Greek  rgriment,  enlisted  by  Oeneral  Jeoup, 
in  1836,  to  serve  in  the  JtVrida  war  against  the  Seminoleai 
and  the  removal  of  said  warriors  with  their  families,  to  the 
Creek  nation  West,  General  James  C.  Watson  and  myself 
were  deputed  a*  agents  Oom  the  Alabama  Emtgraiing  Cum  • 
paay  (who  removed  the  Crweks  under  eonirnci)  to  uie  city 
of  Washington,  to  settle  up  tlie  accounts  of  said  coinpnny 
with  the  Govframent.  When  we  arrived  in  Wa»binpton, 
we  Ibund  General  Armstrong,  Indian  agent,  in  tlie  cit>', 
with  a  delegation  of  Creek  chiefli.  A  propoaiiion  Was  im- 
mediately made  to  General  Watson  and  myself,  by  Carey 
C.  Harris,  Commissioner  of  Indian  A<rair}>,  to  purchase  a 
largo  lot  of  negroes,  tlien  clairnvd  by  said  Creek  regiment, 
and  represented  to  be  at  the  time  in  the  cu«tody  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  tt  Fort  King,  near  New  Orleans.  The  proposi- 
tion was  declined  by  mc,  but  I  was  personally  acquainted 
with  most  of  the  facts  and  conversations  which  occurred 
between  the  Department,  the  Indian  Aeent,  Armstronjr,  nnd 
General  Watson,  and  learned  the  following  parti cu la ri4 : 
That  these  negroee  had  been  captured  in  Florida  by  the 
Creek  regiment,  Oom  hostile  Beminoles;  that  agreeably  to 
an  agreement  made  with  said  regiment  by  General  Jettup, 
they  were  to  have  all  the  property  of  the  hnstilpfi  which 
they  could  capture,  and  they  claimed  these  negroes ;  that 
General  Armstrong  and  the  delegation  in  Washington  had 
authority  to  dispose  of  or  sell  their  claim  to  ihcMe  negroes ; 
that  the  Seminoles  who  had  emigrate  d  to  the  West  wcYk  very 
averse  to  allowine  these  negroes  to  gu  into  the  possession  of 
the  Creeks ;  that  the  Creeks  were  eoually  determined*  when 
they  arrived  West,  to  seise  tnd  subject  theui  to  th«4r  own 
service.  The  War  Department  apprehended  that  serious 
difficulty  would  grow  out  of  this  conflicting  claim,  and  that 
war  would  ensue  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles  in  the 
conteat  for  the  negroes.  It  was  deemed  by  the  Department 
prudent,  and  indeed  necessary,  to  prevent  blood-shed  and 
war  between  the  two  tribes,  Uiat  the  negroes  should  not  be 
sent  to  the  West,  but  should  be  sold  in  the  United  States. 
Hence  the  prop<Mit{on  IYoiq  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AtnUrs  to  General  Watson,  to  purchase  the  negroes.  Gen* 
eral  Watson  hesitated  for  several  days,  but  bcinr  urged  by 
Mr.  Harris,  and  assured  that  the  ncfroes  would  be  deliv- 
ercd  to  his  agent  immediately,  he  consented  to  buy  tliem, 
and  paid  the  price  fixed  by  the  Conimis8i<^er  ot  Indian 
AfiUrs.  and  General  Armstreng,  the  agent.  An  order  was 
issued  rlroBi  the  Department,  and  an  agent  dispatched  by 
General  Watson  to  New  Orleans,  to  receive  the  negroes. 
The  United  States  officers  in  charge  of  them  refused  to 
deliver  them ;  tbey  were  transportiNl  tn  Fort  Gib^^on,  and 
turned  over  to  Ckmeral  Artmckle,  at  I  have  been  informed, 
and  were  by  hisi  %urrendeied<o  the  Seminole  Indiana,  or 
turned  loose  and  Joined  them ;  so  that  tliev  were  wholly 
lost  to  General  Watson.  Given  under  my  hand  this  19fn 
December,  1851.  ALFR£D  1V£R:30N. 

"  l>ltTBICT  oir  COLtJXSiA,  Cowfdyof  Waskintton,' 

*<  This  day  came  befbre  me,  Nicholas  B.  Van  Zandt,  a  Jt»< 
tice  of  the  peace  in  and  fur  the  c«mnty  afore(>aid,  the  above 
nnnied  AlOed  Iverson,  wlio  made  naih  to  the  truth  of  the 
atmve  and  foregoing  statement.  Witness  my  hand  and  of- 
ficial attestation,  this  IPth  December,  1851. 

«*N.  B.  VANZANDT,  Juttteeof  Peaet.** 

Now,  the  United  States  had  the  propcrtV  in  its 
possession.  That  is  the  first  position.  The  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
lays,  had  not  sanctioned  this  Indian  ne^ro  busi- 
ness. I  am  astonished  at  the  gentleman.  I  am 
really  surprised  at  his  statement  with  this  mass  of 
evidence,  of  manuscript  documents  before  him, 
which  he  might  read  it  he  would.  In  these  •docu- 
ments is  an  asservt  of  the  Government,  so  far  as 
the  assent  of  the  War  Department  will  give  it. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Where  does  the  gentleman 
find  that? 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
has  the  document.  He  will  give  it  to  you.  Be- 
sides that,  the  printed  books  are  full  of  it.  It 
seems  to  me  no  one  can  miss  who  wants  to  look 
for  it,  unless  there  be  a  desire  to  escane  the  fact. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  gentleman  nas  such  a 
desire,  but  I  think  his  professions  have  made  him 
overlook  what  is  immediately  before  him.  I  do 
not  care  a  straw  whether  the  documents  contain 
the  asserted  matter  or  not.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  the  negroes  in  possession, 
and  it  was  extremely  desirous  to  prevent  a  war. 
Now,  I  understand  that  the  secret  at  the  bottom 
of  the  whole  of  this  matter  was  to  prevent  wnr  be- 
tween the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  which  would  not 
cost  us  115,000  merely,  but  $15,000,000.  And 
we  made  a  cheap  bargairr  in  this  mniter^-one  uf 
the  best  bargains  wc  could  have  made. 

Mr.  WELCH.  It  is,  and  has  l)een  alleged, 
that  the  principal  reason  assiiE^ned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Commissioner  of  Indian  TV-flTairs,  or 
whatever  oflScer  of  Government  who  had  this  mat- 
ter in  charge,  for  advising  or  consenting  to  the 
sale  of  these  negroes  by  the  Creeks,  was  to  pre- 
vent a  difHculty  and  a  war  between  the  two  na- 
tions of  Indians — the  Creeks  and  the  Seminoles — 
when  they  should  be  removed  to  the  West.  The 
query  I  wish  to  propound  is  this:  It  will  be  found 
in  several  places  in  the  voluminous  correspond- 
ence which  ntis  been  before  the  committee  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  that  the  difficulty  in  separating 
the  negroes,  the  slaves,  as  they  ars' called,  from  • 
the  Ssminolss,  was  (bund  principally  in  the  (act. 
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that  the  Seminoles  objecied  to  their  goin»  into 
slavery  in   the  service  of  white  men.    That,  I 
think,  General  Armstrong  states  to  he  the  fact. 
That  was  the  final  reason,  the  final  difiiculty,  why 
they  would  not  surrender  them:  that  they  should  | 
go  along  with  them  as  their  allies,  and  not  be  sur-  . 
rendered  into  slavery  in  the  service  of  the  white  | 
men.     I  wish  to  know  how  this  difficulty  would  ' 
be  relieved  that  it  was  apprehended  might  occur 
between  two  nations  of  Indians.    The  difiiculty 
existed  in  the  fact  that  both  parties  claimed  the  ' 
negroes.    By  allowing  the  one  party,  the  Creeks,  i 
to  sell  their  ri^ht  to  the  negroes,  and  put  them  in  | 
what  the  Semmoles  considered  a  worse  condition,  ! 
a  condition  which  constituted  the  principal  ground 
of  their  objection,  could  not  remedy  (he  difiiculty. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  allow  me 

Mr.  EVANS.  One  inquiry  at  a  time.  Let  me 
answer  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  before  interro- 
gating me  anew. 

Mr.,SACKETT.  The  gentleman  says  that  I 
missUxted 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  do  not  say  that  you  misstated 
the  evidence.     

Mr.  SACKETT.  I  state  now,  that  the  leUer 
which  the  gentleman  produced  as  evidence  that 
the  Government  had  a  knowledge  of  this  contract, 
states  no  such  fact. 

Mr.  EVANS.  That  brings  up  the  document, 
then.  Now,  as  the  gentleman  has  made  a  point 
between  us,  though  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
casCy  I  will  read  the  letter.  I  did  not  propose  to 
enter  upon  this  matter  at  all,  and  only  wanted  to 
speak  a  few  minutes  to  things  that  were  relevant 
to  the  case;  but  since  the  gentleman  has  brought 
this  matter  up,  I  will  read  this  letter  of  the  9th  of 
May  to  Mr.  Harris: 


War  Departmsnt.  > 

OrricB  IiiDiAM  Affairs,  May  9, 1838.  > 


Sir  :  The  decision  made  a  few  dayn  ^ince,  that  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  the  Creek  warrior*  in  Florida  should,  in 
compliance  with  the  engagement  of  General  Jesiip,  be  de- 
livered to  the  deleKfttton  now  here,  has  l»een  communicated 
to  them,  with  the  intimation  that  when  they  had  determined 
what  disp<hdtion  would  be  made  of  them,  and  communi- 
cated information  of  tlie  same  to  this  department,  the  ne- 
cessary orders  would  he  iMUed.  In  a  communication  just 
received  from  the  delegstion.  they  state  they  have  appointed 
Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  of  Alabama,  their  attorney  in  fact,  to 
receive  the  negroes.  T  have  the  honor  to  request  that  an 
order  may  be  issued  to  the  rommanding  officer  at  Fort  Pike, 
to  Mi^or  Isaac  Clark,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  commanding 
officer  in  Floridti,  and  to  any  other  officers  who  may  have 
charge  of  them,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Collins  nil  che  negroes  in 
Question.  He  will,  Af  eourve,  bold  them  subject  to  tlie  law- 
ful claims  of  all  white  percons.  Abraham  and  his  family 
should  be  excepted,  in  consequence  of  a  promise  made  by 
General  Jesup.  The  officers  should  be  instructed  to  exer- 
cise due  cantion,  so  as  to  deliver  only  those  captured  by  the 
Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears,  from  a  letter 
received  fronLLieutenant  Sloan,  that  these  Indians  refused 
the  ^,000  WITered  them,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Jesup,  for  their  interest  in  these  negroes.  ", 

•V«ry  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

'  C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner, 

Captain  S.  Coorea,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

Here  is  the  next  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  the  same 
day — the  very  day  of  the  sale: 

War  Dkpartment,  ) 

Oppicb  IifDiAK  ArPAiRS,  May  9,  1838.  ) 

Sir:  T  hnvethc  honor  to  tran.«niit,.  herewith,  the  copy  of 
a  communication  made  lo  the  Secretary  of  War.  and  which 
has  been  returned  by  him  to  this  office,  with  his  approval 
indorsed  upon  it.  I  request  tliat  you  will  cause  an  order, 
such  xi.%  is  indicated  in  this  paper,  to  be  given  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  Uie  officers  mentioned  in  it.  i  am  not  at  pres 
eut  aware  that  it  will  he  necessary  to  give  an  order  to  any 
other  than  those  named,  f  will  thank  yon  to  cause  me  to 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued,  that  Mr.  Col- 
lins may  be  fumi!«hed'wiih  all  proper  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner, 
Mi^r  General  Macoh s,  Commaniini  in  Chief. 

And  also  a  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General: 

Adjutant  Gukeral's  OrricE,        ) 
Washinoton,  May  10,  1838.  ) 
Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation made  to  the  Sfcrcuiry  of  War  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affiiir*.    The  request  contained  therein  having 
been  approved  bv  the  Secretary,  you  will  please  to  give  the 
necessary  attention  to  the  matter,  so  far  as  you  are  con- 
cerned, and  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Collins. 
X  am,  sir,  very  respect Ailly,  your  obejiient  servant, 

R.  JONBS,  Jidjutant  General 
Major  Oenernl  Jbscp,  Commanding  jirmy  in  Florida,  Tam- 
pa^ FlarUta. 
Brevet  Major  ZAirraiiioRR,  Port  Pike,  Louisiana. 

There  is  a  fact  for  you.  There  is  the  fact  of  the 
sale  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
he  has  so  indorsed  upon  the  back  of  it,  for  the 
require;/ient,  mark,  is,  that  the  negroes  be  deliv- 
ered  to  Mr.  Collins,  who  was  the  agent  of  the 


purchaser.  '  Can  evidence  of  aissent  to  a  sale  be 
stronger  ? 

Mr.  SACKETT.    Is  there  anything  said  about 
the  sale? 

Mr.  EVANS.    Let  the  committee  judge  be- 
tweea  us.    They  all  hear  what  there  is  in  this 
letter,     i  give  the  gentleman  facts,  but  1  cannot, 
as  Dr.  Johnson  satd  in  a  parallel  case,  give  him 
that  spirit  and  discrimination  of  mind  which  will 
enable  him  to  perceive  them  in  a  proper  light. 
Yes,  here  are  the  facts.    There  was  never  a  clearer 
indorsement;  but  it  is  not  of  the  slightest  import- 
ance upon  the  face  of  the  globe  whether  it  is  so 
or  not.     it  is  a  fact,  that  the  Government  was  in 
possession  of  these  negroes  after  a  sale  took  place, 
with  or  without  the  knowledge  of  that  Govern- 
ment.    I  will,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit,  as 
the  gentletnan  said,  that  the  GhDvernmenl  is  with- 
out this  knowledge,  though  the  proof  says  that 
they  had  such  kno  wtedge.     I  do  not  care  one  straw 
whether  they  knew  about  the  sale  when  it  took 
place  or  not.     1  assert  this  to  be  true:  If  a  sale  of 
property,  being  in  trust  in  mypo.ssession,  is  made 
to  individuals,  I  am  bound  to  deliver  it,  and  if  i 
allow  it  lo  be  eloined  and  carried  off,  Ifim  respon- 
sible tor  its  "value.    If  1  accept  the  trust  in  the 
formal  manner  in  which  it  was  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  do  not  carry  it  into  effect,  and 
the  property  is  carried  off,  whether  1  knew  of  the 
sale  or  not,  1  am  responsible  for  the  property,  much 
more,  when  1,  myself,  as  the  Gdyernment  did, 
carry  it  off,  and  neglect,  and  refuse  to  make  deliv- 
ery. Neither  does  it  make  any  difference  whether 
these  persons  were  property  or  not,  if  the  GK)v- 
emment  be  considered  as  making  the  sale,  or  as 
standing  by  and  inducing  a  third  party  to  make 
the  purchase.  Suppose  the  negroes  were  property, 
if  they  are,  and  the  sale  takes  place  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States,  which  has  the  article 
sold  in  possession,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
make  the  delivery,     if  it  fails  to  make  delivery, 
it  is  bound  for  the  consideration.    Suppose  they 
are  not  property,     in   that  case,  the  title  of  the 
thing  som  fails,  and  the  party  selling  is  called  upon 
to  make  restitution  of  the  value  received,  because 
he  could  give  no  valid  title,  nor  make  any  valid 
delivery,    in  either  case,  he  who  has  received 
money  for  which  he  has  given  no  consideration 
must  refund. 

Now,  let  us  imagine  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sackctt]  had  been  sold  by  the 
Government,  which  had  received  the  m^oney,  and 
he  is  clearly  entitled  to  his  freedom,  and  seems  to 
take  it,  too.  [LtaughCer.]  Suppose,  I  say,  the 
gentleman  had  been  sold  by  these  Indians,  the 
Government  guarantying  to  make  the  delivery,  I 
would  like  to  know  if  they  are  not  obliged,  not 
only  in  equity  but  law,  to  refund  the  considera- 
tion money  if  they  do  not,  or  for  defect  of  title 
cannot  make  the  delivery .'  Does  any  one  deny 
this?  Has  not  the  Government  received  money 
for  property  which  the  Government  had  in  pos- 
session?— tor  consideration  to  the  indiaiis  was  con- 
sideration to  the  Government  then,  and  the  tpirii 
of  all  the  papers  showed  it,  no  matter  whether 
tjie  thing  sold  was  property  or  not.  The  Govern- 
ment allowed  it  to  be  carried  off,  and  did  not  de- 
liver it,  and  is  that  Government  not  bound  to 
make  restitution  ?  Now,  the  Government  did  make 
a  sale,  and  there  is  no  use  of  dodging  it;  though 
it  is  of  no  importance  whether  they  made  it  or  not, 
for  the  United  States  induced  the  sale,  brovgiU  ii 
about,  fixed  the  price,  and  ordered  delivery,  and  then 
failed  to  fulfill  the  order,  and  that  is  the  point  of  the 
case.  But  they  did  make  the  sale.  No  sober,  can- 
did man  can  look  at  all  of  these  documents,  and 
at  the  history  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  avoid 
saying  that  it  was  the  Government  who  made  this 
safe  of  these  negroes  on  behalf  of  the  Indians,  be- 
sides having  arranged  it  long  before  the  capture 
that  they  should  be  the  property  of  the  Creeks, 
to  be  delivered  to  them  or  their  authorized  agents. 
They  received  the  money.  It  was  a  consideration 
to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood  upon  your  terri- 
tory; a  consideration  which  ought  to  hallow  itself 
to  the  mind  of  every  Representative  here — a  con- 
sideration Mrhich  prevented  expenses  which  now 
would  have  borne  heavily  upon  us,  and  would 
have  been  to  this  day  unpaid.  It  is  an  amount  of 
money  which  you  are  bound  in  equity,  in  honor, 
and  at  law  to  refund  to  these  parties.  What  dif- 
ference is  it,  I  repeat,  whether  what  they  sold  was 
property  or  not  ?  if  it  was  property,  they  did  not 
deliver  it,  and  they  are  bound  to  refund  the  con- 


sideration.   If  it  was  not  property,  they  areboood 
to  refund  the  c^nsiderauon,  because  they  could 
make  no  title  to  it.    ^ut  bound  the  GoverDtntai 
is,  if  not  for  this  reason — ^which  I  ooiy  allude  to 
because  it  has  been  much  dwelled  upon  on  ike 
other  side— certainly  for  the  reason  that,  whether 
they  knew  of  the  sale  or  not,  assented  or  not,ihej 
held  these  negroes  as  the  property  of  the  Indian, 
and  then,  ailer  notice  of  tne  sale,af^er  themselfei 
fixine  the  price,  they  eloined  the  property.    F«, 
whether  the  War  Department  was  cognixant  i 
the  sale  or  not,  we  had  the  property  and  did  oot 
deliver  it.     According  .to  ray  views  o/the  maUer, 
then,  we  are  bound  to  pay  the  money,  and  there 
is  no  use  of  going  into  a  rambling  discussion  abo« 
General  Arbuckle  or  about  General  Taylor,  who 
was,  by  the  way,  only  talking  about  a  deliTefy  of 
such  negroes  as  belonged  to  white  owners.   The 
committee  can  judge  about  the  facts.    All  else  a 
irrelevant,  and  there  is  no  use  of  lug^n;  in  tQ 
these  things  and  embarrassing  the  minds  of  the 
committee  with  such  an   accumulatioo  ^of  inau 
ter. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  If  the  Government  were 
bound  to  deliver,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
order  of  the  Indian  Department,  to  the  Creek  In- 
dians— for  that  was  the  term  used — there  will  be 
no  disagreement  about  that*.  If  they  were  botind 
to  deliver  according  to  the  terms  of  that  order, 
they  would  be  bound  only  to  deliver  suchneirroei 
aiB  the  Creek  warriors  took.  That  maoifestlj 
would  be  the  case  if  Greneral  Watson,  in  the  meoa 
time,  hud  stepped  in  and  purchased,  his  ri^hu 
would  not  be  larger  than  the  rights  of  the  Creeki 
themselves.  The  evidence  in  the  case,  in  regaid 
to  these  negroes,  is — and  it  is  the  difiiculty  in  ihe 
case — that  the  Creeks  took  none  of  these  negroes. 
Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  has  shifted  his 
ground.  Now  he  has  got  up  a  new  difficulty;  bet 
there  is  this  simple  answer  to  it:  There  is  oonir 
son  for  aiiy  identification.  That  was  a  vm\ 
which  the  Government  ought  to  have  made  by  i 
reservation  of  the  propertv,  and  not  allow  it  to  be 
carried  off  to  be  dispersed  all  over  the  Western 
territory,  and  through  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  and  then  for  persons,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  fourteen  years  afterwards,  to  come 
forward  and  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  identify 
this  property.  At  this  day  it  is  a  little  too  hie  to 
make  that  point. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Will  the  genUeman  from 
Maryland  allow  me  to  make  a  single  reroark? 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Saciett] 
says  that  there  was  no  identity  of  the  wpoes 
proved.  There  was  no  attempt  to  identify  tnetn; 
and  why  ?  Because  it  was  seen,  that  if  they  could 
be  identified,  they  could  not  be  delivered.  The 
Indians  were  determined  not  to  go  wcttuDlesslha 
negroes  went  witli  them.  There  was  no  effort, 
therefore,  to  identify  them,  and  it  Was  uselewU) 
do  so. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  havfe  no  doubt  it  was  qmte 
useless,  and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  inter* 
ruption.  I  think  the  case  itf'suflSciently  clear,and 
I  now  bid  it  farewell. 

Mr.  STUART  next  obtained  the  floor  and  swd; 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  were  an  ordinary  guetuw, 
I  should  not  detain  the  committee  at  all  in  rttwd 
to  it.     It  is  one  which  was  raised  when  I  bad  the 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Thirtieth  Co^ 
gress,  which  J  partially  examined  at  that  time,  aw 
which  1  have  more  thoroughly  examined  withm 
the  last  few  days.    The  object  that  I  hare  in  nawg 
now  is  not  so  much  to  endeavor  to  enligl#o  ihw 
committee,  as  to  place  upon  record  the  ^^^ 
which  will  control  my  own  vote,  and  I  Mail  l* 
very  much  obliged  to  the  committee,  I  confesii  u 
they  will  give  me  ordinary  attention.    I  havecoiw 
to  the  conclu.«»ion  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  tie 
Government  is  clearly  liable,  and  I  canataie,  i 
think,  in  a  very  few  words,  the  reasons  which  have 
induced  that  conclusion  in  my  mind.    The  v»«w» 
which  I  take,  steer  entirely  clear  of  the  difficuHirt 
which  seem  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  oth*f  ^ 
tlemen.    The  question  whether  these  indiTitwiU" 
were  slaves  or  not,  in  fact,  is  one  which  it  t»  Jo 
necessary  to  determine.    The  question  wbetnw 
the  title  to  them,  was  perfect  in  ^^®  ^PJJ,     .k^ 
not,  is  not  now  necessary  to  be  determined  w  i 
views  which   I   now  submit.    The  a"**"^"Jl 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  »*1<*'*T 
a  contract  or  not,  is  equally  unimpori«"t.   ^ 
sir,  there  are  certain   prominent,  leaduif  i*wjj 
clearly  shown  by  the  evid«nc«  in  ^  *•■*»  "^ 
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which,  I  Uiifik,  gentlemen  who  have  examined  it, 
will  not  dispute  tor  one  moment,  and  if  they  are 
not  disputed,  they  seem  to  me  to  fead  an  unpreju- 
diced and  unbiased  mind  to  the  conclusion  at  which 
I  have  arrived  as  clearly  and  irresistibly, as  a  man 
will  ba  ready  to  believe  that  it  is  li^ht  at  mid-day 
when  the  sun  is  uninterruptedly  shining. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  those  facts.'  G^eral  Jesup 
made  a  contract  with  certain  Creek  warriors  by 
which  he  agreed  to  give  them  the  plunder  that  they 
should  capture  from  the  Seminoles.  If  it  was  ne- 
cessary, I  think  Lahotiid  have  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  satisfying  the  committee  that  negroes  were 
held  as  property  at  the  place  where  the  contract 
was  maue  and  where  it  was  to  be  executed.  But 
it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  that  question,  be- 
cause there  is  a  leading  principle  which  governs 
all  contracts  in  all  the  courts  m  every  portion  of 
the  civilized  world,  with  which  I  have  any  ac- 
quaintance, and  that  is  this,  that  the  interpretation 
Uiat  the  parties  themselves  place  upon  the  contract 
is  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to  it  by  the  courts 
in  carrying  it  out. 

Now,  the  evidence  in  this  case,  is  superabun- 
dant to  show  that  the  Creek  warriors,  that  General 
Jesup,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
that  tjie  Secretary  of  War,  and  every  man  that 
had  anything  to  do  with  this  question  from  the 
commencement  to  the  end — that  all  these  parties 
have  regarded  the  slaves  of  the  Seminoles  as  coming 
within  the  purview  of  the  contract. 

Well,  sir,  afWr  that  contract  had  been  made,  a 
certain  number  of  slaves  were  captured  by  the 
Creeks.  General  Jesup,  in  a  letter  written  in 
1845,  says,  that  most  of  those  captured  by  the 
Creek  warriors  were  females  and  children,  and 
that  most  of  the  men  were  captured  by  the  regu- 
Isl  soldiers.  He  went  into  an  inves'tigation  of 
that  subject  himself,  and  came  to  tb^  conclusion 
that  the  proportion  due  to  the  Creek  warriors 
under  that  agreement  was  $8,000,  and  offered  to 
give  them  that  amount,  but  they  declined  to  re- 
ceive it.  1  am  not  goin^^  into  the  evidence,  but 
am  staling  facts  deducible  from  that  evidence, 
Well,  not  long  after  this  a  new  n^otiation  was 
entered  into  here  in  Washington,  by  which  Wat- 
son bought  out  the  interest  of  the  Creek  warriors, 
be  jt  great  or  small  in  those  slaves.^  And  here 
I  would  remark,  that  whether  that  interest  was 
great  or  small — whether  it  covered  one  negro  or 
two  hundred — whatever  it  mi^ht  be,  is  a  matter 
entirely  unimportant,  except  in  a  continfi:ency 
which  I  shall  nereafter  allude  to.  He  bought  the 
interest  of  the  Creek  warriors  in  that  property, 
whatever  it  might  turn  out  to  be — ^in  seventy  in- 
dividuals understood  to  be  slaves,  and  admitted  to 
be  within  the  contract  made  by  General  Jesup, 
that  number  of  individuals  being,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, in  the  custody,  and  under  the  power  and 
control  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  sir,  this  agreement  was  made  known  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  They  issued 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  this  property  to  Col- 
lins. For  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  how- 
ever, Collins  was  represented  as  the  agent  of  the 
Creek  Indians.  But  that  makes  no  difference.  He 
went  after  the  property.  The  army  officers  of  the 
United  States  refused  to  deliver  it.  Any  man  who 
examines  the  evidence,  will  find  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  that 
contract,  there  was  a  curious  manoeuvring  running 
through  the  whole  army  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  view  to  send  these  slaves  with  the  Seminoles  to 
the  We%|.  At  the  same  time,  each  officer  intended 
to  act,  and  did  so  act,  in  point  of  fact,  that  you 
cannot  fix  the  responsibility  upon  anv  living  man 
of  them.  The  result  was,  that  Mr.  Collins  began 
at  the  point  where  General  Jesup  represents  these 
■laves  to  have  been  in  custody,  and  following  thena 
to  the  outer  border  of  Arkansas,  was  unable  to  get 
control  of  one  single  person^  In  1845,  General 
Jesup  explains  this  fact.  He  says,  in  this  lan- 
guage substantially,  I  protested  against  the  execu- 
tion of  that  order,  and  I  believe  I  was  very  instru- 
mental in  preventing  its  execution,  by  the  delivery 
of  those  negroes. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  an  important  fnct.  This  took  place  at  a  season 
of  great  difficulty — the  removal  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians out  of  Florida  to  the  West.  That  was  the 
great  point  tw  be  arrived  at.  These  army  officers 
saw  that  the  Seminoles  would  never  leave  that 
country  unless  they  could  take  their  slaves  wi^th 
them,  and  for  the  reason,  among  others,  that  some 


of  them  had  intermarried  with  the  negroes.  After 
they  had  made  the  treaty  with  General  Jesup, 
which  has  been  alluded  to,  they  came  to  a  stand, 
and  said  they  would  never  move^in  inch  in  execu- 
tion of  the  contract  they  had  made,  unless  their 
negroes  were  permitted  to  go  with  them. 

Now,  I  disagree  with  the  construction  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  CaroUna,  [Mr. 
Daniei..]  1  think  that  the  treaty  which  was  en- 
tered into  by  General  Jesup  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, covered  all  their  property — that  which  had 
been  captured  from  them,  as  well  as  that  which 
they  retained.  Now,  I  think  that  one  of  the 
very  strongest  points  in  the  case.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  knew  that  this  contract 
had  been  made  by  General  Jesup;  they  knew  that 
Watsou  had  purchased  the  right ^o  these  negroes, 
and  yet,  with  that  full  knowledge,  for  prudential 
reasons,  they  saw  fit,  through  their  own  agents, 
the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  whose 
action  bound  the  Government,  to^send  this  pro- 
perty out  of  the  reach  of  the  man  who  had  pur- 
chased it. 

Now,  let  me  ask  this  committee  a  question. 
Suppose  there  had  been  no  such  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States;  suppose 
It  rested  solely  upon  the  contract  existing  between 
General  Jesup  and  the  Creek  warriors,  which  was 
made  by  General  Jesup  with  a  vfcw  to  give  them 
a  right  to  some  portion  of  those  slaves;  and  sup- 
pose the  Government  of  the  United  States,  inter- 
posing with  its  stron?  arm  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  Seminole  Indians,  had  sent  their 
slaves  along  with  them,  is  there  any  dpubt  of  the* 
liability  oC  the  Government  to  the  Creek  Indians 
under  that  agreement?  I  take  it,  there  can  be 
none.  Is  there  any  doubt  that  Watson  had  pur- 
chased that  property,  or  the  ri^t  they  had  to  it, 
from  the  Creek  Indians?  Well,  if  ne  had,  then 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  Government  knew  of 
the  purchase  or  not,  if  they  interposed  with  the 
strong  arm  qf  their  power,  and  prevented  the  de- 
livery of  that  property.  Would  it  not  give  a  right 
of  action,  between  individuals,  against  the  indi- 
vidued  thus  interposing  to  put  the  property  beyond 
his  reach  ?  Why,  there  is  no  doubt  of  that.  But 
the  conclusion  is  made  more  irresistible  from  the 
fact  that  the  Government  did  know  this.  They 
knew  of  the  existence  of  this  agreement,  and  aided 
in  getting  it  up.  Now,  how  do  we  stand  ?  Why, 
there  is  but  one  way  in  the  world  in  wliich  this 
claim  can  bedefeatea,even  upontechnical  grounds, 
and  that  is  this:  If  a  gentleman  buys  property  of 
me,  and  a  third  gentleman  interposes  and  puts  that 
property  beyond  his  reach, and  an  action  is  brought 
against  that  third  gentleman,  and  he  seeks  to  evade 
a  recovery,  how  can  he  do  it?  Why, by  proving 
to  the  jury  beyond  all  cavil  that  1  had  no  title,  and 
therefore  did  not  sell  any.  Now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  this  case,  could 
escape  this  thing  in  any  way  under  the  sun,  it  is 
that.  They  must  show  conclusively  that  not  one 
single  one  of  these  individuals  was  s^far  a  slave 
of  the  Seminoles  as  to  convey  any  title  whatever 
to  the  Creeks;  and  hence  none  could  be  conveyed 
to  Watson.  Now,  we  turn  round  here — being  our 
own  arbiters  in  our  own  case — and  say  to  this 
claimant.  You  are  bound  to  show  that  one  of  these 
individuals  was  a  slave.  We  shirk  the  responsi- 
bility that  the  law  imposes  on  every  man  in  dealing 
between  individuals.  The  onus nrobandi  is  upon  us; 
and  unless  we  can  show  that  there  was  not  a  par- 
ticle of  property  taken  by  the  Creek  warriors  under 
the  .  rrangement  by  General  Jesup,  and  that  there 
was  none  therefore  transferred  to  Watson,  ^e  can- 
not even  technically  evade  this  claim.  But  then, 
when  we  rise  above  this  technical  consideration, 
and  meet  this  question  upon  the  principles  of  fair- 
ness; when  we  concede  that,  by  our  own  offers, 
we  induced  thi^manto  purchase  this  property; 
that  by  our  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  we 
fixed  the  amount  of  that  purchase;  that  we  asked 
him  to  do  it  because  we  did  not  wish  these  negroes 
to  be  sent  to  the  West — because  that  was  the 
ground  upon  which  the  Government  interposed; 
they  did  not  want  these  negroes  sent  West,  to  be 
a  constant  source  of  quarrel  and  difficulty  between 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  who  were  then  to  be- 
come neighbors — why,  there  is  not  a  single  ques- 
tion led  that  this  Government  is  Yiot  as  cle^irly 
liable  to  pay  this  money,  and  the  interest  upon  it 
from  the  time  it  was  advanced,  as  it  is  that  a  man 
is  liable  to  pay  his  own  note  when  in  his  own  ad- 
mitted handwriting.    The  liabiUty  in  the  bill  be- 


fore the  committee  is  reduced  to  the  smallest 
amount  that  can  be  claimed.  No  doubt,  upon  the 
law  of  the  case,  we  would  be  liable  to  pay  in  full 
for  the  seventy  negroes;  but  the  bill  avoids  all  that, 
and  simply  proposes  to  refund  to  this  man  the 
money  he  advanced,  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
upon  It  from  the  time  he  paid  it. 

A  Voice.    Are  there  no  expenses  charged  ? 

Mr.  STUART.  No,  air;  there  is  not  a  word 
of  expense  in  the  bill.  One  gentleman  before,  to- 
day, told  us  there  were  expenses  charged.  But 
I  have  examined  it,  and  find  that  they  are  con- 
tained in  the  report,  but  not  in  the  bill.  The  bill, 
does  not  propose  to  pay  one  single  dollar,  except 
to  refund  the  money  that  we,  ourselves,  induced 
this  man  to  pay,  and  six  per  cent,  upon  it  since 
the  time  he  paid  it.  Now,  1  ask,  is  tiiere  a  man 
here,who,iiijustsuchacasein  an  individual  trans- 
action, would  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  SKEL.TON.  1  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question,  since  he  undertakes  to  make 
the  case  a  very  clear  one.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  it  is  lawful  in  this  or  any  other  country  to  sell 
prisoners  of  war  into  slavery?  Upon  this  ques- 
tion rests  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  it  cannot  be 
maintained  that  it  is  lawful  to  sell  prisoners  of  war, 
I  do  not  see  upon  what  this  claim  rests. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  I  had  time,  1  think  I  could 
show  most  clearly  what  effect  that  question  haa 
upon  the  case  under  consideration.  I  think  if  this 
Grovemment  goes  into  a  slave  State,  and  offers  to 
a  regimejit  of  Indians  all  the  slaves  they  shall 
capture  from  the  enemy  in  that  State  where  sla- 
very is  recognized  as  an  existing  institution,  I 
could  show  most  clearly  that  it  was  bound  to  carry 
out  that  contract,  just  as  certainly  as  if  I  were  to 
fi;o  into  a  slave  State  and  offer  a  man  jP00,000  for 
his  plantation,  and  his  personal  property,  which 
would  comprehend  all  tne  slaves. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  it  does  not  appear  from  positive  evidence  that 
these  men  were  absolutely  slaves  previqus  to  their 
capture. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  gentleman  will  examine 
the  testimony  in  this  case,  be  will  find  that  it  is 
equally  c!ear  upon  this  point.  It  is  proved  both 
by  the  existing  laws  of  tne  country,  and  the  facts 
existing  in  the  case.  It  is  very  clear  that  these 
negroes  were,  by  the  Seminoles,  claimed  as  slaves. 
Now,  it  lies  upon  US|  as  I  said  some  time  ago,  if 
we  wish  to  escape  the  liability,  to  show  that  they 
were  not  slaves.  If  precisely  the  same  facts  ex- 
isted between  two  honorable  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  that  exist  in  this  case,  as  I  said,  not  one  of 
us  would  hesitate  when  the  question  of  refund- 
ing the  money  came  up. 

Now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  there 
has  been  a  vast  deal  said,  within  these  walls 
and  elsewhere,  of  the  condition  of  this  country, 
growing  out  of  this  very  question  of  slavery. 
That  question  has  been  amplified  to  any  extent 
necessary  to  suit  the  particular  views  of  any  per- 
son who  might  at  the  time  be  speaking  upon  the 
subject.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  ever  believed  what 
I  now  say,  that  no  course  of  policy  can  be  pursued 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people  upon  this  floor, 
better  calculated  to  quiet  irritation  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  allay  all  fear,  all  animosity,  to  prevent  all 
future  peril  to  the  union  of  these  States,  than  to 
treat  every  question  growing  out  of  it  preitisely  as 
if  it  grew  out  of  any  other  subject;  to  regard  the 
^luestion  as  our  fathers  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion regarded  it — as  an  existing  fact  for  which 
they  were  not  responsible,  and  t^  leave  it  just  as 
they  found  it.  And  although  we  may  faTl  short 
of  the  patriotism  which  pervaded  the  bosoms  of 
that  body  of  great  men,  let  us  attempt,  feebly  as 
it  may  be,  to  imitate  that  illustrious  example. 
With  these  views,  t  have  endeavored  to  shape  my 
course  upon  this  claim,  precisely  as  if  the  great 
question  of  slavery  were  not  reached  by  it.  Sir, 
I  conjure  gentlemen,  from  my  heart — I  conjure 
gentlemen  from  the  North  and  the  South  to  ex- 
amine this  case,  to  talk  of  it,  and  to  vote  on  it 
as  if  it  were  a  claim  growing  out  of  any  species 
of  property,  recognized  as  property  anywhere 
in  this  Union.  Let  them  do  that,  and  they  will 
find  the  facts  as  I  have  stated  them,  and  they  will 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  which  I  have  slated , 
and  which  I  now  recapitulate.  They  will  find 
that  those  Creek  Indians  gained  a  certain  right, 
under  their  contract  with  General  Jesup;  that  right 
they  sold  to  Mr.  Watson,  and  Mr.  Watson  has 
ji  been  prevented  firom  its  enjoyment  by  the  direct 
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that  the  Seminoles  objected  to  their  goinsj  into 
•lavery  in  the  service  of  white  men.  That,  I 
think,  General  Arnwrtrong  smtes  to  he  the  fact. 
That  wns  the  final  reasion,  the  final  difficulty,  why 
they  would  not  surrender  them;  that  they  should 
go  alonff  with  them  as  their  allies,  and  not  be  sur- 
rendered into  slavery  in  the  servire  of  the  white 
men.  I  wish  to  know  how  this  difficulty  would 
be  relieved  that  it  was  apprehended  might  occur 
between  two  nations  of  Indians.  The  difficulty 
existed  in  the  fact  that  both  parties  claimed  the  i 
negroes.  By  allowing  the  one  party,  the  Creeks, 
to  sell  their  ri^ht  to  the  negroes,  and  put  them  in 
what  the  Semmoles  considered  a  worse  condition, 
a  condition  which  constituted  the  principal  ground 
of  their  objection,  could  not  remedy  the  difficulty,  j 

Mr.  SACKETT.    Will  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  allow  me t 

Mr.  EVANS.    One  inquiry  at  a  time.    Let  me  | 
answer  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  before  interro- 
gating me  anew. 

Mr., SACKETT.    The  gentleman  says  that  I  ; 
miitstated 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  do  not  say  that  you  misstated  i 
the  evidence.     j 

Mr.  SACKETT.    I  state  now,  that  the  letter 
which  the  gentleman  produced  as  evidence  that  i 
the  Government  had  a  knowledge  of  this  contract,  , 
states  no  such  fact. 

Mr.  EVANS.  That  brings  up  the  document, 
then.  Now,  as  the  gentleman  has  inade  a  point  { 
between  us,  though  it  ha«  nothing  to  do  wiin  the 
case,  I  will  read  tne  letter.  I  did  not  propose  to 
enter  upon  this  matter  at  all,  and  only  wanted  to 
sprak  a  few  minutes  to  things  that  were  relevant 
to  the  case;  but  since  the  gentleman  has  brought 
this  matter  up,  I  will  read  this  letter  of  the  9th  of 
May  to  Mr.  Harris: 


IV AE  DKPA.aTMKIfT.  > 

OrncB  Indiam  Apfaiss,  May  9,  1838.  S 
8iE :  The  decision  made  a  few  day*  ^ince,  that  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  the  Creeic  warriorn  in  Florida  should,  in 
compliance  with  th(>  eng«g(?ment  of  General  Jetup,  be  de- 
livered to  the  delextition  now  here,  has  been  communicated 
to  them,  witli  the  intimation  that  when  they  had  determined 
what  dispoifition  would  be  made  of  them,  and  communi- 
cated infonuation  of  the  same  to  this  department,  the  ne- 
oestnry  orders  would  he  issued.  In  a  communication  just 
received  from  the  delegation,  they  smie  they  have  appointed 
Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  of  Alabama,  their  attorney  in  fact,  to 
receive  the  negroes.  T  have  (he  honor  to  request  that  an 
order  may  lie  issued  to  the  rommanding  officer  at  Fort  Pike, 
to  Major  Isaac  Clark,  at  New  Orlemis,  to  the  commaiuting 
officer  in  Florida,  and  to  any  other  officers  who  may  have 
charge  of  them,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Collins  all  the  negroes  in  ' 

?inestion.  He  will.  Af  foun^e,  bold  them  subject  to  Uie  law- 
ul  claims  of  all  white  perttons.  Abmliam  and  his  family 
should  be  excepted,  in  consequence  of  a  promise  made  by 
General  Jesup.  The  officers  should  be  inMructed  to  exer- 
cise due  canuon,  so  as  to  deliver  only  those  captured  by  ^e 
Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears,  from  a  letter 
received  fronLLientenant  Sloan,  that  these  Indians  refused 
the  ^,000  mered  them,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Jesup,  for  thfrir  interest  in  these  negroes.  '■, 

•  V«ry  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

*  C.  A.  HARRIS,  C:>mmUH0ntr, 

Captain  S.  Cooraa,  Acting  Secretary  of  tVar. 

Here  is  the  next  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  the  same 
day — the  very  day  of  the  sale: 

Was  DBPAaTMBMT,  > 

OrptCE  Ikdian  ArPAias,  May  9,  1838.  ) 

Sia:  T  have  the  honor  to  tran«>mil.  herewith,  the  copy  of 
a  communication  made  to  the  Serretnry  of  War.  aod  which 
has  been  returned  by  him  to  thirf  office,  with  his  approval 
indorsed  upon  it.  I  request  tliat  you  will  cause  an  order, 
such  an  i«  indicated  in  this  paper,  to  be  given  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  the  officers  mentioned  in  it.  I  am  not  at  pres 
eiit  aware  that  it  will  he  necessary  to  give  an  order  to  any 
other  than  those  named,  f  will  thank  yon  to  cause  me  to 
be  Hirnislied  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued,  that  Mr.  Col- 
Uos  may  be  furnished'  with  all  pniper  papers. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS.  Cotnmiuioner, 
Mi^  General  Macoh s,  Covtmanding  in  Chief. 

And  also  a  letter  from  the  Adjutant  General: 

Adjutant  GvNBKAL'fl  OrriCK.        ) 
Washinoton,  May  10,  1838.  ) 

fliR :  Herewith  3rou  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  coromuni- 
eation  made  to  the  Secn-tary  of  War  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affiiin<.  Tlie  request  contained  therein  having 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary,  you  will  please  to  give  the 
necessary  attentmn  to  the  maner,  so  far  as  you  are  con- 
eenied,  and  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Collins. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obe^lient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  wlifjtttaia  General 
Mi^r  General  Jbscp,  Commanding  •/irmy  in  FUniia,  Tam- 
pa ^  FUirida. 
Brevet  Mi^r  ZAirrztHOKK,  Port  Pike,  Lovieiana. 

There  is  a  fact  for  you.  There  is  the  fact  of  the 
•ale  coinmunicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
he  has  bo  irnlorsed  upon  the  back  of  it,  for  the 
requirewient,  mark,  is,  that  the  negroes  be  deliv- 
ered to  Mr.  Collins,  who  was  the  agent  of  the 


purchaser.  '  Can  evidence  of  assent  to  a  sale  be 
stronger  ? 

Mr.  SACKETT.    Is  there  anything  said  about 
the  sale.' 

Mr.  EVANS.    Let  the  committee  judge  be- 
tweea  us.    They  all  hear  what  there  is  in  this 
letter,     i  give  the  gentleman  fkcts,  but  I  cannot, 
as  Dr.  Johnson  said  in  a  parallel  case,  give  him 
that  spirit  and  discrimination  of  mind  which  will 
enable  him  to  perceive  them  in  a  proper  light. 
Yes,  here  are  the  facts.    There  was  never  a  clearer 
indursetnent;  but  it  is  not  of  the  slightest  import- 
ance upon  the  face  of  the  globe  whether  it  is  so 
or  nut.     it  is  a  fact,  that  the  Government  was  in  i 
possession  of  these  n^roes  after  a  sale  took  place,  i 
with  or  without  the  knowledge  of  that  Govern-  ! 
ment.     1  will,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit,  as  I 
lite  gentleman  said,  that  the  Ghovernment  is  with-  ' 
out  this  knowledge,  though  the  proof  says  that  ! 
they  had  such  knowledge.    I  do  not  care  one  straw  j 
whether  they  knew  about  the  sale  when  it  took  ' 
place  or  not.     1  assert  this  to  be  true:  If  a  sale  of 
property,  being  in  trust  in  my  possession,  is  made 
to  individuals,  I  am  bound  to  deliver  it,  and  if  1 
allow  it  to  be  eloined  and  carried  off,  iftm  respon- 
sible for  its  "value.    If  1  accept  the  truet  in  the 
formal  manner  in  which  it  was  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  do  not  carry  it  into  effect,  and 
the  property  is  carried  off,  whether  I  knew  of  the 
sale  or  not,  i  am  responsible  for  the  property,  much 
more,  wheu  1,  myself,  as  the  Gdyemment  did, 
carry  it  off,  and  neglect,  and  refuse  to  make  dehv- 
ery.  Neither  does  it  make  any  difference  whether 
these  persons  were  property  or  not,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment be  considered  as  making  the  sale,  or  as 
standing  by  and  inducing  a  third  party  to  make 
the  purchase.  Suppose  the  negroes  were  property, 
if  they  are,  and  the  sale  takes  place  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States,  which  has  the  article 
sold  in  possession,  the  Government  is  bound  to 
make  the  delivery.    If  it  fails  to  make  delivery, 
it  ia  bound  for  the  consideration.    Suppose  they 
are  not  property.    In  that  case,  the  title  of  the 
thing  solu  foils,  and  the  party  selling  is  called  upon 
to  make  restitution  of  the  value  received,  because 
he  could  give  no  valid  title,  nor  make  any  valid 
delivery,    in  either  case,  he  who  has  received 
money  for  which  he  has  given  no  consideration 
must  refund. 

Now,  let  us  imagine  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sackett]  had  been  sold  by  the 
Government,  which  had  received  the  money,  and 
he  is  clearly  entitled  to  his  freedom,  and  seems  to 
take  it,  too.    [Ltaughier.]    Suppose,  I  say,  the 
gentleman  had  been  sold  by  these  Indians,  the 
Government  guarantying  to  make  the  delivery,  I 
would  like  to  know  if  they  are  not  obliged,  not 
only  in  equity  but  law,  to  refund  the  consiciera- 
tion  monev  if  they  do  not,  or  for  defect  of  title 
cannot  make  the  delivery .'    Does  any  one  deny 
this?    Has  not  the  Government  received  money 
for  property  which  the  Government  had  in  pos- 
session?— tor  consideration  to  the  Indians  was  con- 
sideration to  the  Government  then,  and  the  tpiril 
of  all  the  papers  showed  it,  no  matter  whether 
the  thing  sold  was  property  or  not.    The  Govern- 
ment allowed  it  to  be  carried  off,  and  did  not  de- 
liver it,  and  is  that  Gt>vernroent  not  bound  to 
make  restitution  ?  Now,  the  Government  did  make 
a  sale,  and  there  is  no  use  of  dodging  it;  though 
it  is  of  no  importance  whether  they  made  it  or  not, 
for  the  United  States  induced  the  sale,  bnmght  ii 
about  f  fixed  the  price,  and  ordered  delivery,  andthen 
failed  to  fulfill  the  order,  and  that  is  the  point  of  the 
cose.    But  they  did  make  the  sale.    No  sober,  can- 
did man  can  look  at  all  of  these  documents,  and 
at  the  history  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  avoid 
saving  that  it  was  the  Government  who  made  this 
sale  of  these  negroes  on  behalf  of  the  Indians,  be- 
sides having  arranged  it  long  before  the  capture 
that  they  should  be  the  property  of  the  Creeks, 
to  be  delivered  to  them  or  their  authorized  agents. 
They  received  the  money.     It  was  a  consideration 
to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood  upon  your  terri- 
tory; a  consideration  which  ought  to  hallow  itself 
to  the  mind  of  every  Representative  here — a  con- 
sideration vrhich  prevented  expenses  which  now 
would  have  borne  heavily  upon  us,  and  would 
have  been  to  this  day  unpaid.     It  is  an  amount  of 
money  which  you  are  bound  in  e(]uity,  in  honor, 
and  at  law  to  refund  to  these  parties.     What  dif- 
ference is  it,  I  repeat,  whether  what  they  sold  was 
property  or  not  ?    If  it  was  property,  they  did  not 
deliver  it,  and  they  are  bound  to  refund  the  con- 


sideration.   If  it  was  not  property,  they  are  bound 
to  refund  the  considerauon,  because  they  could 
make  no  title  to  it.    "But  bound  the  Govemment 
is,  if  not  for  this  reason — ^which  I  only  allude  to 
because  it  has  been  much  dwelled  upon  oo  the 
other  side— certainly  for  the  reason  that,  whether 
they  knew  of  the  sale  or  not,  assented  or  Dot.ihej 
held  these  negroes  as  the  property  of  the  Indians, 
and  then,  aAer  notice  of  tne  sale,af\er  tbemselrca 
I  fixing  the  price,  they  eloined  the  property.    For, 
!  whether  the  War  iJepartment  was  cognizant  of 
the  salt  or  not,  we  had  the  property  and  did  not 
deliver  it.    According  to  my  views  of  the  matter, 
I  then,  we  are  bound  to  pay  the  money,  and  there 
is  no  use  of  going  into  a  rambling  discussion  about 
.  General  Arbuckle  or  about  General  Taylor,  who 
:  was,  by  the  way,  only  talking  about  a  aelivery  of 
'  such  negroes  as  belonged  to  white  owners.   The 
I  committee  can  judge  about  the  facts.    All  elte  ii 
irrelevant,  and  there  is  no  use  of  Itig^in;  in  tQ 
these  things  and  embarrassing  the  miods  of  t^e 
committee  with  such  an  accumulation  ^of  mit- 
ter. 

Mr.  SACKETT.  If  the  Govemment  were 
bound  to  deliver,  according  to  the  terms  of  tbe 
order  of  the  Indian  Department,  to  the  Creek  In- 
dians— for  that  was  the  term  used — there  vill  be 
no  disagreement  about  that*.  If  they  were  bound 
to  deliver  according  to  the  terms  of  that  order, 
they  would  be  bound  only  to  deliver  suchnej^roei 
ais  the  Creek  warriors  took.  That  manifestly 
would  be  the  case  If  Greneral  Watson ,  in  tbe  meto 
time,  had  stepped  in  and  purchased,  his  ri^hu 
would  not  be  larger  than  the  rights  of  the  Creeb 
themselves.  The  evidence  in  the  case,  in  regaid 
to  these  negroes,  is — and  it  is  the  difficulty  in  ilie 
case — that  the  Creeks  took  none  of  these  negroei 
Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  has  shiAed  his 
ground.  Now  he  has  got  up  a  new  difficulty;  bat 
there  is  this  simple  answer  to  it:  There  ia  norci* 
son  for  aiiy  idfentification.  That  was  a  Mint 
which  the  Govemment  ought  to  have  made  bj  t 
reservation  of  the  property,  and  not  allow  it  to  be 
carried  off  to  be  dispersed  all  over  the  Weitem 
territory,  and  through  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  and  then  for  persons,  on  behalf  of  tbi 
Government,  fourteen  years  afterwards,  to  come 
forward  and  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  identify 
this  property.  At  this  day  it  is  a  little  too  iaie  to 
make  that  point. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Will  the  genUeman  from 
Maryland  allow  me  to  make  a  single  remtrt? 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sacieh] 
says  that  there  was  no  idenuty  of  the  neeroei 
proved.  There  was  no  attempt  to  identify  them; 
and  why?  Because  it  was  seen,  that  if  they  could 
be  identified,  they  could  not  be  delivered.  The 
Indians  were  determined  not  to  go  westunlewtht 
negroes  went  with  them.  There  was  no  effort, 
therefore,  to  identify  them,  and  it  Was  u*ele*U) 
do  so. 

Mr.  EVANS.  I  have  no  doubt  it  wai  qm« 
useless,  and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  inter- 
ruption. I  think  the  case  ii' sufficiently  cleaP,aBa 
I  now  bid  it  farewell.  .. 

Mr.  STUART  next  obtained  the  floor  and  wA- 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  were  an  ordinarv  quetuon, 
I  should  not  detain  the  committee  at  ail  >" jWl 
to  it.  It  is  one  which  was  raised  wheu  I  M  iM 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Thirtieth  Co^ 
gress,  which  I  partially  examined  at  that  time,  tw 
which  I  have  more  thoroughly  examined  wiiwn 
the  last  few  days.  The  object  that  I  haTcm  nsinf 
now  is  not  so  much  to  endeavor  to  enligl^"  ""• 
committee,  as  to  place  upon  record  the  reawnj 
control  my  own  vote,  and  I «)»"  "^J 


which  will  control  my  uwu  tv«.|« ., 

very  much  obliged  to  the  committee,  I  ^"**'v': 
they  will  give  me  ordinary  attention.    I  *^!^J""r 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  a  case  in  wbicn  in 
Government  is  clearly  liable,  and  I  ^"  ^Z*' 
think,  ina  very  few  words,  the  reasons  whicnw^ 
induced  that  conclusion  in  my  mind.   The  ▼•« 
which  I  take,  steer  entirely  clearof  thcdifficumw 
which  seem  to  obstruct  the  progress  of.o'her  «f 
Uemen.    The  question  whether  these  indiTid««»| 
were  slaves  or  not,  in  fact,  is  one  which  it  • 
necessary  to  determine.    The  qu^uon  wj«'^, 
the  tiUe  to  them,  was  perfect  in  the  ^^^^l^ 
not,  is  not  now  necessary  to  be  *'*'*"''*^'?^,j  ©f 
views  which   I   now  submit.    T*»*  3"'*^de 
whether  the  Government  of  the  United  Su^^Jj^j^ 
a  contract  or  not,  is  equally  unimp^rt"."*-  ^^^ 


sir. 


there  are  certain   promment,  lew"*  ^^ 
•Iv  shown  bv  the  evidtnce  in  thii  «■••» 


clearly  shown  by  the  evtd«noe 
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^w^hich,  I  thiok,  gentlemen  who  have  examined  it, 
-will  not  dispute  tor  one  moment,  and  if  they  are 
not  disputed,  they  aeem  to  me  to  lead  an  unpreju- 
diced and  unbiased  mind  to  the  conclusion  at  which 
I  have  arrived  as  clearly  and  irresistibly, as  a  man 
"will  bs  ready  to  believe  that  it  is  li^ht  at  mid-day 
'when  the  sun  is  unmterruptedly  sluning. 

Now,  sir,  what  are  those  facts.'  G^eral  Jesup 
made  a  contract  with  certain  Creek  warriors  by 
\irhich  he  agreed  to  give  them  theplunder  thai  they 
should  capture  from  the  Seminoles.  If  it  was  ne- 
cessary, I  think  Lahould  have  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  satisfying  the  committee  that  negroes  were 
held  as  property  at  the  place  where  the  contract 
Mfas  made  and  where  it  was  to  be  executed.  But 
it  is  not  necessary  to  determine  that  question,  be- 
cause there  is  a  leading  principle  which  governs 
all  contracts  in  alt  the  courts  m  every  portion  of 
the  civilized  world,  with  which  I  have  any  ac- 
quaintance, and  that  is  this,  that  the  interpretation 
Uiat  the  parties  themselves  place  upon  the  contract 
ia  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to  it  by  the  courts 
in  carrying  it  out. 

Now,  the  evidence  in  this  case,  is  superabun- 
dant to  show  that  the  Creek  warriors,  that  General 
Jesup,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
that  t]ie  Secretary  of  War,  and  every  man  that 
had  anything  to  do  with  this  question  from  the 
commencement  to  the  end — that  all  these  parties 
have  regarded  theslav'es  of  the  Seminoles  as  coming 
within  the  purview  of  the  contract. 

Well,  sir,  afler  that  contract  had  been  made,  a 
certain  number  of  slaves  'were  captured  by  the 
Creeks.  General  Jesup,  in  a  letter  written  in 
1845,  says,  that  most  of  those  captured  by  the 
Creek  warriors  were  females  and  children,  and 
that  most  of  the  men  were  captured  by  the  regu- 
laf  soldiers.  He  went  into  an  investigation  of 
that  subject  himself,  and  came  to  th^  conclusion 
that  the  proportion  due  to  the  Creek  warriors 
under  that  agreement  was  $8,000,  and  offered  to 
give  them  that  amount,  but  they  declined  to  re- 
ceive it.  i  am  not  goinsr  into  the  evidence,  but 
am  stating  facts  deducible  fVom  that  evidence. 
Well,  not  long  after  this  a  new  negotiation  was 
entered  into  here  in  Washington,  by  which  Wat- 
son bought  out  the  interest  of  the  Creek  warriors, 
be  it  great  or  small  in  those  slaves.^  And  here 
I  would  remark,  that  whether  that  interest  was 
great  or  small — whether  it  covered  one  negro  or 
two  hundred — whatever  it  might  be,  is  a  matter 
entirely  unimportant,  except  m  a  continfi:ency 
which  1  shall  nereafter  allude  to.  He  bought  the 
interest  of  the  Creek  warriors  in  that  properly, 
whatever  it  might  turn  out  to  be — in  seventy  in- 
dividuals understood  to  be  slaves,  and  admitted  to 
be  within  the  ^ntract  made  by  General  Jesup, 
that  number  of  individuals  being,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, in  the  custody,  and  under  the  power  and 
control  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  sir,  this  agreement  was  made  known  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  They  issued 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  this  properly  to  Col- 
lins. For  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  how- 
ever, Collins  was  represented  as  the  agent  of  the 
Creek  Indians.  But  that  makes  no  difference.  He 
went  after  the  property .  The  army  officers  of  the 
United  States  refused  to  deliver  it.  Any  man  who 
examines  the  evidence,  will  find  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  in  consequence  of  the  peculiarity  of  that 
contract,  there  was  a  curious  man<BUvring  running 
through  the  whole  army  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  view  to  send  these  slaves  with  the  Seminoles  to 
the  We^(.  At  the  same  time,  each  officer  intended 
to  act,  and  did  so  act,  in  point  of  fact,  that  you 
cannot  fix  the  responsibiUty  upon  anv  living  man 
of  them.  The  result  was,  that  Mr.  Collins  began 
at  the  point  where  General  Jesup  represents  these 
■laves  to  have  been  in  custody,  and  following  thena 
to  the  outer  border  of  Arkansas,  was  unable  to  get 
control  of  one  single  person^  In  1845,  General 
Jesup  explains  this  fact.  He  says,  in  this  lan- 
guage substantially,  I  protested  against  the  execu- 
tion of  that  order,  and  I  believe  1  was  very  instru- 
mental in  preventing  its  execution,  by  the  delivery 
of  those  negroes. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  an  important  fact.  This  took  place  at  a  season 
of  great  difficulty — the  removal  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians out  of  Florida  to  the  West.  That  was  the 
great  point  to  be  arrived  at.  These  army  officers 
•aw  tnat  the  Seminoles  would  never  leave  that 
country  unless  they  could  take  their  slaves  wijih 
them,  and  for  the  reason^  among  others,  that  some 


of  them  had  intermarried  with  the  negroes.  After 
they  had  made  the  treaty  with  General  Jesup, 
which  has  been  alluded  to,  they  came  to  a  stand, 
and  said  they  would  never  movean  inch  in  execu- 
tion of  the  contract  they  had  made,  unless  their 
negroes  were  permitted  to  go  with  them. 

Kow,  1  disagree  will)  the  construction  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  CaroUna,  [Mr. 
Daniel.]  i  think  that  the  treaty  v/hich  was  en- 
tered mto  by  General  Jesup  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, covered  all  their  property — that  which  had 
been  captured  from  them,  as  well  as  that  which 
they  retained.  Now,  I  think  that  one  of  the 
very  strongest  points  in  the  case.  The  Govern- 
ment of  liie  United  Slates  knew  that  this  contract 
had  been  made  by  General  Jesup;  they  knew  that 
WatsoH  had  purchased  the  right 4o  these  negroes, 
and  yet,  with  that  full  knowledge,  for  prudential 
reasons,  they  saw  fit,  through  their  ow.n  agents, 
the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  whose 
action  bound  the  Government,  to;^send  this  pro- 
perty out  of  the  reach  of  the  man  who  had  pur- 
chased it. 

Now,  let  me  ask  this  committee  a  question. 
Suppose  there  had  been  no  such  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States;  suppose 
It  rested  solely  upon  the  contract  existing  between 
General  Jesup  and  the  Creek  warriors,  which  was 
made  by  General  Jesup  with  a  vfcw  to  give  them 
a  right  to  some  portion  of  those  slaves;  and  sup- 
pose the  Gh>vernmeni  of  the  United  States,  inter- 
posing with  its  stron?  arm  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  Seminole  Indians,  had  sent  their 
slaves  along  with  them,  is  there  any  dpubt  of  the* 
liability  oC  the  Government  to  the  Creek  Indians 
under  that  agreement.'  1  take  it,  there  can  be 
none.  Is  there  any  doubt  that  Watson  had  pur- 
chased that  property,  or  the  right  thev  had  to  it, 
from  the  Creek  Indians?  Well,  if  he  had,  then 
it  is  immaterial  whether  the  Government  knew  of 
the  purchase  or  not,  if  they  interposed  with  the 
strong  arm  of  their  power,  and  prevented  the  de- 
livery of  that  properly.  Would  it  not  give  a  right 
of  action,  between  individuals,  against  the  indi- 
vidual thus  interposing  to  put  the  property  beyond 
his  reach  ?  Why,  there  is  no  doubt  of  that.  But 
the  conclusion  is  made  more  irresistible  from  the 
fact  that  the  Government  did  know  this.  They 
knew  of  the  existence  of  this  agreement,  and  aided 
in  getting  it  up.  Now,  how  do  we  stand .'  Why, 
there  is  but  one  way  in  the  world  in  which  this 
claim  can  be  defeated,  even  upon  technical  grounds, 
and  that  is  this:  If  a  gentleman  buys  property  of 
me,  and  a  third  gentleman  interposes  and  puu  that 
property  beyond  his  reach, and  an  action  is  brought 
against  that  third  gentleman,  and  he  seeks  to  evade 
a  recovery,  how  can  he  do  it?  Why,  by  proving 
to  the  jury  beyond  all  cavil  that  I  had  no  title,  and 
therefore  did  not  sell^any.  Now,  if  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  this  case,  could 
escape  this  thing  in  any  way  under  the  sun,  it  is 
that.  They  must  show  conclusively  that  not  one 
single  one  of  these  individuals  was  s^far  a  slave 
of  the  Seminoles  as  to  convey  any  title  whatever 
to  the  Creeks;  and  hence  none  could  be  conveyed 
to  Watson.  Now,  we  turn  round  here — being  our 
own  arbiters  in  our  own  case — and  say  to  this 
claimant.  You  are  bound  to  show  that  one  of  these 
individuals  was  a  slave.  We  shirk  the  respoHsi- 
bility  that  the  law  imposes  on  every  man  in  dealing 
between  individuals.  The  onus probandi  is  upon  us; 
and  unless  we  can  show  that  there  was  not  a  par- 
ticle of  property  taken  by  the  Creek  warriors  under 
the  .  rrangement  by  General  Jesup,  and  that  there 
was  none  therefore  transferred  to  Watson,  ^e  can- 
not even  technically  evade  this  claim.  But  then, 
when  we  rise  above  this  technical  consideration, 
and  meet  this  question  upon  the  principles  of  fair- 
ness; when  we  concede  that,  by  our  own  offers, 
we  induced  thiif  man  to  purchase  this  property; 
that  by  our  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  we 
fixed  the  amount  of  that  purchase;  that  we  asked 
him  to  do  it  because  wedid  not  wish  these  negroes 
to  be  sent  to  the  West — because  that  was  the 
ground  upon  which  the  Government  interposed; 
they  did  not  want  these  ne^oes  sent  West,  to  be 
a  constant  source  of  quarrel  and  difficulty  between 
the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  who  were  then  to  be- 
come neighbors — why,  there  is  not  a  single  ques- 
tion h(i  that  this  Government  is  Yiot  as  clearly 
liable  to  pay  this  money,  and  the  interest  upon  it 
from  the  time  it  was  advanced,  as  it  is  that  a  man 
is  liable  to  pay  his  own  note  when  in  his  own  ad> 
mitted  handwriting.    The  liability  in  the  bill  be- 


fore the  committee  is  reduced  to  the  smallest 
amount  that  can  be  claimed.  No  doubt,  upon  the 
law  of  the  case,  we  would  be  liable  to  pay  in  full 
for  the  seventy  negroes;  but  the  bill  avoids  ail  that, 
and  simply  proposes  to  refund  to  this  man  the 
money  he  advanced,  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
upon  It  from  the  time  he  paid  it. 

A  Voice.    Are  there  no  expenses  charged? 

Mr.  STUART.  No,  sir;  Uiere  ia  not  a  word 
of  expense  in  the  bill.  One  gentleman  before,  to- 
day, told  us  there  were  expenses  charged.  But 
I  have  examined  it,  and  find  that  they  are  con- 
tained in  the  report,  but  not  in  the  bill.  The  bill 
does  not  propose  to  pay  one  single  dollar,  except 
to  refund  the  money  that  we,  ourselves,  induced 
this  man  to  pay,  and  six  per  cent,  upon  it  since 
the  time  he  paid  it.  Now,  1  ask,  is  tiiere  a  man 
here,  who,  ill  just  such  a  case  in  an  individual  trans- 
action, would  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  SKCLTON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman a  question,  since  he  undertakes  to  make 
the  case  a  very  clear  one.  1  would  like  to  inquire 
if  it  is  lawful  in  this  or  any  other  country  to  sell 
prisoners  of  war  into  slavery?  Upon  this  ques- 
tion rests  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  it  cannot  be 
maintained  that  it  is  lawful  to  sell  prisoners  of  war, 
I  do  not  see  upon  what  this  claim  rests. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  I  had  time,  I  think  I  could 
show  most  clearly  what  effect  that  question  has 
upon  the  case  under  consideration.  I  think  if  this 
Grovernment  goes  into  a  slave  State,  and  offers  to 
a  regiment  of  Indians  all  the  slaves  they  shall 
capture  from  the  enemy  in  that  State  where  sla- 
very is  recognized  as  an  existing  institution,  I 
could  show  most  clearly  that  it  was  bound  to  carry 
out  that  contract,  just  as  certainly  as  if  I  were  to 
so  into  a  slave  State  and  offer  a  man  |300,000  for 
his  plantation,  and  his  personal  property,  which 
would  comprehend  all  tne  slaves. 

Mr.  SKELTON.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me,  it  does  not  appear  from  positive  evidence  that 
these  men  were  absolutely  slaves  previqus  to  their 
capture. 

Mr.  STUART.  If  the  gentleman  will  exannine 
the  testimony  in  this  case,  be  will,  find  that  it  is 
equally  c!ear  upon  this  point.  It  is  proved  both 
by  the  existing  laws  of  the  country,  and  the  facts 
existing  in  the  case.-  It  is  very  clear  that  these 
negroes  were,  by  the  Seminoles,  claimed  as  slaves. 
Now,  it  lies  upon  us,  as  I  said  some  time  ago,  if 
we  wish  to  escape  the  liability,  to  show  that  they 
were  not  slaves.  If  precisely  the  same  facts  ex- 
isted between  two  honorable  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  that  exist  in  this  case,  as  I  said,  not  one  of 
us  would  hesitate  when  the  question  of  refund- 
ing the  money  came  up. 

Now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  there 
has  been  a  vast  deal  said,  within  these  walls 
and  elsewhere,  of  the  condition  of  this  country, 
growing  out  of  this  very  question  of  slavery. 
That  question  has  been  amplified  to  any  extent 
necessary  to  su»t  the  particular  views  of  any  per- 
son who  might  at  the  time  be  speaking  upon  the 
subject.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  ever  believed  what' 
I  now  say,  that  no  course  of  policy  can  be  pursued 
by  the  representatives  of  ihe  people  upon  this  floor, 
better  calculated  to  quiet  irritation  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  allay  all  fear,  all  animosity,  to  prevent  all 
future  peril  to  the  union  of  thestf  States,  than  to 
treat  every  question  growing  out  of  it  prerisely  as 
if  it  grew  out  of  any  other  subject;  to  regard  i he 
<^uesiion  as  our  fathers  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion regarded  it — as  an  existing  fact  f<>r  which 
they  were  not  responsible,  and  to  leave  it  Just  as 
they  found  it.  And  although  we  may  falf  short 
of  the  patriotism  which  pervaded  the  bosoms  of 
that  body  of  great  men,  let  us  attempt,  feebly  as 
it  may  be,  to  imitate  that  illustrious  example. 
With  these  views,  I  have  endeavored  to  shape  my 
course  upon  this  claim,  precisely  as  if  the  great 

?uestion  of  slavery  were  not  reached  by  it.  Sir, 
conjure  gentlemen,  from  my.  heart — I  conjure 
gentlemen  from  the  North  and  the  South  to  ex- 
amine this  case,  to  talk  of  it,  and  to  vote  on  it 
as  if  it  were  a  claim  growing  out  of  any  species 
of  property,  recognized  as  property  anywhere 
in  this  Union.  Let  them  do  that,  and  they  will 
find  the  facte  as  I  have  slated  them,  and  they  will 
come  lo  the  same  conclusion  which  I  have  stated , 
and  which  I  now  recapitulate.  They  will  find 
that  those  Creek  Indians  gained  a  certain  right, 
under  their  contract  with  Genei'al  Jesup;  that  right 
they  sold  to  Mr.  Watson,  and  Mr.  Wotson  has 
been  prevented  from  its  enjoyment  by  the  direct 
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interposition  ufthis  Government,  through  its  army 
officers.  They  will  further  see  that  iiiterposi* 
tion  was  for  reasons  amply  sufficient,  and  such  as 
would  have  controlUd  the  action  of  any  gentle- 
man here,  had  he  been  substituted  far  those  army 
officers.  Thev  acted  wisely  and  prudently;  and 
they  are  entiued  to  the  highest  encomiums  for 
their  course  by  this  Congress  and  the  country,  for 
relieving  the  country  of  this  incubus  which 
weighed  it  down — by  relieving  the  country  of  what 
was  Otherwise  not  only  an  expensive,  but  a  mer- 
ciless war.  I  have  no  sickly  sensibility  upon  this 
subject,  especially  such  as  was  indicated  the  other 
day  bv  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
JouH  W.  Howe.  ]  And  the  history  of  this  country 
is  too  All!  of  those  bloody  pictures,  showing  the 
character  of  savage  warfare;  too  many  men, 
women,  and  children,  have  been  butchered  in  cold 
blood,  to  make  me  entertain  any  particular  fancy 
for  Indians.  That,  too,  is  an  evil  with  which  we 
have  had  to  contend,  and  let  us  dispose  of  it  like 
statesmen. 

Mr.  BARTLEtT  obtained  the  floor,  but  yield- 
ed to — 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  who  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
it  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  [Mr. 
CRAin)LER]  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
consideration  the  Private  Calendar  generally,  and 
particularly  House  bill  136,  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 

SlI  heirs  of  James  C.  Watson,  late  of  the  State  of 
eorgia,  and  hod  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  ALLISON  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MEACHAM  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered — 33  rising  in  •le affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  M.  then  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  ORR  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  close 
debate  on  the  bill  last  under  consideration  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.  ' 

Mr.  EWING  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  STANLY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  the  result  was — yeas  24,  nays  95. 

So  the -House  refused  to  adjourn  over. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  upon 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  POLK.  Is  it  ift  order  to  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  House  refused  to  ad- 
journ until  Monday? 

A  Voice.    How  did  you  vote? 

Mr.  POLK.  I  voted  no.  1  ask  if  my  motion 
does  net  take  precedence  of  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  competent  for  this  House  to  fix  the 
day  to  which  it  will  adjourn,  and  that  such  a  mo- 
tion nas  preceaence  over  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  POLK.  The  reason  why  I  make  the  mo- 
tion  

,  A  Voice.     It  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  POLK.  If  I  cannot  slate  my  reasons  I 
feel,  like  other  gentlemen,  that  this  motion  to  ad- 
journ will  be  read  against  me. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order?  Does, 
the  gentleman  msist  upon  his  motion? 

Mr.  POLK.     Not  unless  I  can  give  my  reasons. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  and  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  ! 
twelve  o'clock,  m.  '' 


PETITIONS,  kc. 

The  following  petitioiia,  tnetnoriaifl,  &.C.,  wre  prewntod 
andcr  the  rule,  and  referred  tn  the  appropriate  cotnmiuees: 

By  Mr.  BROVVM,  of  MU.^issippi :  TJi«  petition  of  Alfred 
E.  Lewis  and  others,  prayinu  that  an  npprnpriation  hereto- 
fore made  may  be  applied  without  delay  to  the  erection  of 
a  light  hoiioe  at  the  niouy^  ot  the  Poscogoula  river,  in  the 
Slate  o**  MliiMi-i^ippi. 

By  Mr.  THOMFSOV,  of  Ma«iachu««eit8 :  The  petition  of 
C.  <?U!«hinf  and  nindry  citlzt-nj*  of  Newburypnri,  in  ilie 
Btate  of  Ma8.«achu.«it£,  aj>king  for  a  further  iippropriatioH 
to  the  Collint  line  of  txtcainers. 

By  Mr.  MOReilRAD:  Memorials  from  oitizensof  Nnrth 
Carolina  nad  Vlr;;! nin,  praying  for  the  e9tHb!ijihitH?ntor  a 
line  of  mail  coaches  from  Salem,  North  Candina,  to  Dan- 
ville, Virginia. 

Al^t  the  memorial  of  A.  M.  Seary  and  others,  cUizena 
of  Rockingham  county,  North  Caroliua,  a^aiAst  llie  extea- 
aion  of  tlia  Woodworth  pateot. 


Bv  Mr.  WASHBURN :  The  remonstrance  of  C.  G.  Stearns 
and  51  others,  of  Brewer,  MaiuOt.agaiusi  the  renewal  of  Uie 
Woodtvofih  patent. 

AUo,  tile  memorial  of  John  Mardi  and  others,  children 
of  John  Mnrrdi,  lor  oompen»ation  lor  the  serviced  of  thwir 
father  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

By  Mr.  PRASLCB :  The  petition  of  Ichabod  TilcQinb,for 
remnnuniiion  on  account  of  liiti  father*s  services  and  losdesf 
in  the  revolutionary  war. 

By  Mr.  KUUNS :  The  resolutionn  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  rci'f^encc  t  >  the  e^tablichmeul  of  a  navy-yard 
dep't  and  dry  dock  on  the  lake  frontier. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  the  Legi.<>lature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  relative  to  Smith  O^Brien  and  bi:i  asAr>ciates 
in  exile. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  appropriations  to  the  inipro  vement  of  tlic  Dela- 
ware bay  and  river. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislattfreof  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, relativ*  to  the  proponed  removal  of  tlio  Mint  from 
Philadelphia  to  Ne\v  Vork. 

By  Mr.  PENNIMAN  :  The  peiiUon  of  E.  B.  Ward,  Z. 
Chandler,  and  others,  citizens  and  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Detruit,  Michigan,  asking^  Congress  to  make  a  further  ap- 
propriation, in  order  to  suittain  the  Collins  line  of  steam- 
ships. 

Bv  Mr.  SCHOOLCRAFT:  The  petition  of  54  citizens 
of  Albany,  New  York,  praying  Congress*  to  pass  the  bill 
giving  further  remedies  to  patentees. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Miron  R.  Peak.  Ibr  the  adjustment 
and  payment  of  his  claim  against  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Louisiana :  The  petition  of  John  F. 
Stephens  and  30  others,  praying  that  the  mail  may  be  car- 
ried in  four-horse  mail  coaches  on  route  No.  6, 137,  in  Loui- 
siana. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  J.  G.  Battle  and  31  others,  citi- 
zens oi  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  asking  that  Red  river  be 
declared  a  mail  route. 

By  Mr.  ALLISON :  The  petition  of  W.  W.  Chapman, 
Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  Stales  Army,  praying  in- 
domnity  for  loiis  on  a  forgea  Treasury  note,  received  in  the 
jlischarze  of  h\^  duty  while  with  the  army  in  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  BRAGG:  The  petition  of  certain  citizens  of 
Mobile,  praying  for  aid  from  the  Government  to  the  Collins 
steamers. 

By  Mr.  BOWNE:  The  memorial  of  G.  B.  Fisk,  by  his 
execuior,  David  B.  Baylis,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, in  re- 
lation to  Mexican  indemnities. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Pennsylvania:  Three  raenioriala  of 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  ftivor  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

By  Mr.  FULLER,  of  Maine:  The  remonstrance  of  Wil- 
liam E.  Siaytoii  and  43  others,  citizens  of  th^  city  of  Ca- 
lais, Maine,  again^t  the  renewal  or  tiirtber  extension  of  the 
patent  granted  to  AusUn  and  Zebulon  Parker  for  a  reaction 
water  wheel. 

By  Mr.  GORMAN :  Re^^olutions  adopted  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Laurel,  in  the  county  of  Frankliit,  In- 
diana, recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress, 
providing  for  the  prant  of  the  riglit  of  preemption  of  lands 
in  the  Territory  ot  Nebraska  to  Thomas  Jetfenton  Suther- 
land, for  the  site  of  a  military  agricultural  school,  and  (br 
the  loan  of  certain  arms  and  military  equipments  of  the 
United  States  for  the  u»e  of  such  school. 

By  Mr.  LUCKHART:  The  peUUon  of  Samuel  Hall, 
president  of  the  Evansville  and  Illinois  Railroad,  asking  a 
grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  coustruction  of  said  road  from 
Evansville,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  Indianspolis,  Indiana, 

Also,  the  petitions  of  D.  M.  Schene,  William  G.  Ralston, 
F.  A.  Brown,  William  W.  Colt»n,  John  H.  DuBruler.  Wil- 
liam Brown  Butler,  Adrian  Young,  John  McCoy,  B.  H. 
Criswell,  John  It.  Land,  John  W.  Gillum,  Flemming  H. 
Duncan,  Dennis  Pennington,  and  Dennis  Pennington,  Jr., 
assistant  marshals  of  the  UnUed  States  in  taking  the  Sev- 
enth Census,  in  the  counties  of  Po:»ey,  Warrick,  Spencer, 
Dubois,  Vanderburgh,  Gib^^on,  Crawford,  Orange,  and  Hiar- 
rison,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  asking  additional  compen- 
sation tbr  their  services. 

On  motion  b^  Mr.  SC UDDER,  the  petition  of  Pope  & 
Morgan  and  otliers,  owners  of  the  ship  Chandler  Price,  of 
Now  BedDird,  Massachusetts,  asking  compensation  forran- 
sdming  certain  sailors  from  the  inhabitants  of  King's  Mill 
Ishinds,  wam  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

-  By  Mr.  NEWTON :  The  petition  of  Mr.  Willlamf  and 
100  other  citiztfns  of  Palmyra  and  Paris,  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  laiv. 

Alaio,  ihe  petition  of  Harrison  Austin,  Rufits  P.  Rawney 
and  85  others,  asking  the  establishment  of  an  Agricul- 
tural Bureau. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  S.  Green,  Curtis  Hatch,  and  187 
otheri),  asking  to  have  the  Wheeling  and  Belmont  Bridge 
established  a  po^t  road. 

By  Mr.  PORTER :  The  petition  of  three  German  eitizens 
of  St.  Charles  county,  Mi^^souri,  nskimt  to  be  protected  in  j 
any  right  they  may  have  in  a  certain  track  of  land  in  said  ! 
county  on  which  they  now  reside.  j 

Al-M>,  the  petition  of  Ignatius  Lucas.  Samuel  James,  and  ! 
OhaHes  Tilly,  three  of  the  watchmen  in  the  Navy  Depart-  j 
moJit,  for  an  increase  of  compensation.  i 

By  Mr.  DIMMfCK :  The  petition  of  Peter  Baldy,  J.  A."  i 
James,  and  350  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  | 
Congress  to  declare  ilje  recogniticm  of  the  national  law  pro-  " 
viding  one  Stat )  to  interfere  In  the  internal  atfaira  of  an- 
other. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  Manning  and  40  others  of 
Wayne  county,  Ppnnsylv;uiia,  reroonstniting  a^aint^  the 
ext*'nsion  of  the  Parker  patent  for  a  reacting  water-wheel. 

AI-50,  the  petition  of  G.  3.  Waller  and  14  others,  citifens 
of  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  tiie  pateoi  granted  to  Austin  ajid  Zebulon 
Parker.  ' 

A!*o,  resolutions  of  the  Lf'eislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
again^  the  establishment  of  a  Mini  in  New  York. 

AI<o,  the  petition  of  Noah  Rodgersand  90  oUiers,  citizens 
of  Wayne  countv,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  the  Parker  patent. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Earl  Wbeeler  aid  130  others,  [j 


citizens  of  Wayne  county,  Peaosyiviaia,Bnlast  tben- 
tension  of  the  Woodworth  patent. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ge«)rze  V.  Wallace  aad  SOodim, 
journeymen  cigar  makers  in  Wayne  and  NortbampimcosZ 
ties,  Penmylvania,  praying  for  the  modiftcttioD  of  ifae  «. 
isting  tariflfon  cisars. 

Ali'o,  the  petition  of  Reuben  8.  Bauch,  prayinf  iA)i. 
tional  compeni?ation  for  taking  the  census. 

Al(«n,  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Landall  sad  140  otfrns,  ciit. 
zens  of  Ca«ton,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  la  ^ttMmm  tf 
the  Woodworth  patent.  ^ 

Also,  the  petition  of  Rodolpbus  Bingham  andTOotben, 
citizei»«  of  Pike  county,  praying  for  the  eKtabnstiBieiiioiril 
post  route  from  Milford,  ^ike  county,  to  Salem, in  Wnu 
county.  Pennsylvania,  vih  DowlingMrille,  Lon|%  Vsk; 
Bloomingville,  Taltoii,  and  Fanner's  Hollow.  ' 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  E.  Eldred  and  40  ottien,  ofi 
like  import. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Heruy  M.  Labor  and  70  oChen,  of  i 
like  import. 

Also,  the  petition  of  JosiA  Scndder  and  !00  odun,m 
izons  of  Wavne  county,  praying  for  the  establiibami  of  i 
mail  route  from  Equinunk  to  Preston,  in  Wayne  cosaijr 
Pennsylvania. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  30, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.  Ptayw 
by  the  Rev.  Littleton  F.  Moegam. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approTsd. 
PROSPER  M.  WETMORB. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  ask  the  uqantmooi  eontaitof 
the  House  to  take  up  from  the  table  a  mem^of 
the  President,  in  response  to  a  resoltmon  whiti  I 
had  the  honor  tb  oner  some  two  motit|ii  ago,  in 
reference  to  the  accounts  of  Prosper  M.  Weuwut. 
I  desire  to  take  it  up  in  order  tomove,wiihoat(li> 
bate,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the 
Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  the  bUl  upon  the^)eik- 
er's  table? 

Mr.  ORK.  It  is  not,  but  upon  tbetaUeof  tjie 
House. 

There  being;  no  objection,  the  commtinifitiioi 
was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tke 
Judiciary. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  CALIFORNIA. 
'Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  California,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  introduced  two  several  joint  resold- 
ttons  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Califoroitr 

1st.  Joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  tnoneyi 
collected  in  the  ports  of  Caltfornia  prcvioua  to  her 
admission  into  the  Federal  Union. 

2d.  Joint  resolution  relative  to  an  increase  of 
salary  of  the  United  States  district  judges  ia  C«B- 
fornia. 

The  joint  resolutions  were  seventjly  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

DEFICIENCY  BaL. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  lasklhetwwu- 
mous  consent  of  the  House  that  the  resoftition 
closing  debate  upon  the  deficiency  bill  beaoBineed- 
ed  as  to  read,  *♦  within  one  hour  after  it iliallhiw 
been  next  taken  un  for  consideration  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union." 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  thought  that  the  House,  bf 
jS:eneral  consent,  had  agreed  that  the  proposiiion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Jos'"?!!? 
should  be  concurred  in,  but  with  the  undersiandiK 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Btoenj 
upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, sbooM 
also  have  an  hour,  We  are  in  a  minority  npwirtt 
and  it  is  but  fair  that  we  sbould  be  heard  upon  it 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  had  a  conversation  with 
that  gentleman,  [Mr.  Brooks,]  and  I  low  )"« 
that  r  would  assent  to  it  upon  his  makiflg*"' 
quest  for  it  upon  the  floor  of  the  House;  and  a» 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  SiAit* 
lt]  now  requests  it,  I  assent  to  it,  and  aw  ">', 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  that  dte  r«o* 
lution  closing  debate  be  amended,  so  s*^.^**! 
debate  in  two  hours  instead  of  one  hour,  as  I  biv. 

|»A^||A4kf  Aft  * 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  shall  not  object  to  ji,  boj 
I  want  to  make  a  suggestion.  The  ^"'°^ 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Johwiok,)  as  1  '"af^ 
it,  and  as  he  has  frankly  told  the  Ho""»  "^ 
to  discuss  some  amendment,  which  he  P^^P^ 


to  make  to  ihe  bill  when  it  comes  ii|>— w  ■'"•"^ 
ment  which,  he  and  I  agree,  is  iniportaiitiw" 
which  I  would  really  like  to  hear  ^^*^^'*^'u, 
lost  remote  objection  to  tbegenur 
w  York.  [Mr.  Brooks.Jw  one  w 
mc  uieuiucns  of  thc  Committee  ^^j^l  .v, 
Means,  making  a  speech;  indeed,  I  pf«w^^*.j, 
should  do  it.  l5ut  tjicii  I  ^ouW  like  m  «» 


have  not  the  most 
man  from  New 
the  members 
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agreement  be  so  extended,  that  some  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Wa^s  and  Means  might 
meet  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas [Mr.  Johnson]  in  regard  to  the  amendment 
which  he  may  offer;  for  in  my  closing  remarks 
I  shall  not  have  time  to  do  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
My  fear  was  that  some  one  would  object  to  such 
a  proposition ,  if  made.  If  it  be  not  objected  to,  I 
will  say  three  hours;  but  if  objected  to,  I  will 
adhere  to  the  proposition  for  an  extension  of  two 
hours. 

A  Voice.    Two  is  enough. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  extending  the  debate  two  hours, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  move  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  tne  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mf.  SEYMOUR,  of  New  York.  I  ask  my 
colleague  to  withdraw  his  motion,  until  some 
communications  upon  the  Speaker's  table  be  taken 
up  and  referred.  There  are  some  of  muc^  im- 
portance, which  should  b6  reftrred,  that  the  com- 
mitiees  may  take  action  upon  them.  I- will  further 
say  that  there  is  the  Patent  Office  Report,  which 
should  be  referred,  that  the  proper  committee  may 
act  upon  it  in  reference  to  the  question  of  print- 
ing it. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  dotie  by  unanimous 
consent,  provided  it  be  referred  without  debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  of  Illinois.    I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HASCALL,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  petition  fVom  inhabitants  of  Wyoming 
county.  New  York,  praying  that  the  bounty  land 
bill  passed  in  1850,  be  so  amended  as  that  all  the 
heirs  of  a  deceased  beneficiary,  under  that  act,  be 
entitled  to  hold  the  land  of  their  deceased  ancestor, 
instead  of  the  minor  heirs  only;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Luanda, 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to  go  mto  committee, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Gommiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Venable  in  the  chair.) 

DSFICIBNCF  BILL. 

The  CHAIIUhf  AN.  Thefirst  business  in  order 
is  the  House  bill  No.  207,  making  appropriation 
to  supplv  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1852,  and  upon 
that  bill  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  John- 
sok]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  desire,  sir,  to  explain  to 
this  House  in  a  plain  manner — and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  could  do  so  in  any  other  manner  if  I  desired 
it — some  of  the  features  of  the  deficiency  bill  now 
before  this  oomtnittee  for  consideration.  1  shall 
only  touch  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  relates  to 
the  Indian  service.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
finding  that  a  large  portion  of  their  estimates  had 
been  rejected  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee^ oif 
Indians  Affairs  to  the  fact,  and  requested  that  they 
would  look  into  it  and  see  if  they  approved  of  the 
.estimates  of  that  bureau;  and  if  so,  to  offer  the 
rejected  items  to  the  House  as  amendments  to  the 
bul.  That  committee  have,  several  times,  had  the 
various  items,  which  have  been  rejected,  under 
consideration. 

Oa  a  considerable  number  of  those  items^ — re- 
jected items — they  ordered  me,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  to  submit  amendments  to  this  House, 
so  that  they  might  be  considered  and  adopted,  if 
the  House  should  approve  of  them.  Upon  an  ex- 
amination of  the  estimates  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, sir,  I  find — I  think  it  is  some  thirty-two 
items — the  estimates  furnished  for  this  deficiency 
bill  by  that  bureau;  and,  if  I  am  correct  in  it, 
some  thirteen  items  were  rejected  out  of  the  num- 
ber, and  I  think  there  were  some  three  or  four  items 
more  reduced  from  the  amounts  that  were  estima- 
ted, and  submitted  as  necessary  to  the  service.  I 
have  not  made  a  very  precise  examination,  but 
there  are  certainly  two  thirds  of  the  estimates  of 
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the  bureau  which  have  been  stricken  out  altoseth-  | 
er,  and  more  than  two  thirds  ^f  the  amount  have 
been  either  stricken  out  or  reduced  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Well,  the  bureau 
has  got  into  a  very  strange  condition — they  have 
come  to  a  very  strange  pass,  when  they  offer  an 
estimate  tmder  their  own  responsibility,  and  for 
which  they  are  responsible  to  a  higher  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
of  more  than  tripple  the  sum  that  is  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  Government.  If  it  be  true,  sir, 
that  those  estimates  which  have  been  made  were 
necessary  to  the  performance  of  the  service  of  the 
country,  or  to  comply  with  the  just  obligations  of 
the  United  States,  I  imagine  that  this  House  would 
unanimously  say  that  those  estimates  ought  to  be 
adopted. 

The  CTOunds  upon  which  those  estimates  hav^ 
been  adopted,  sir,  and  the  facts  and  laws  relating 
to  ihem,  I  will  attempt,  in  as  condensed  a  methoo, 
and  in  as  brief  time,  as  possible,  to  explain  to  the 
House,  and  I  do  not  think  it  probable  that  I  shall 
consume  the  hour  to  which  I  am  entitled  in  ma- 
king this  explanation.  If,  sir,  it  is  found,  how- 
ever, that  those  estimates  which  have  be^n  made 
are  not  necessary  to  the  service  of  the  country, 
nor  are  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
obligations  of  this  Govermftent,  then,  sir,  there  is 
a  degree  of  censure  which  must  be  thrown  upon 
those  who  have  furnished  them  to  this  House, 
which  I  am,  sir,  at  a  loss  to  characteriEe. 

There  is  a  species  of  general  objection  which  ex- 
ists, 1  brieve,  upon  the  part  6f  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  a  number  of  the  items  in  this 
bill,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Indian  affairs.  Sir,  in 
speaking  of  the  deficiency  bill,  I  hope  I  may  be 
clearly  understood  as  speaking  tif  that  part  of  it 
exclusively  relating  to  Indian  affairs.  There  is  a 
species  of  general  objection  which  is,  that  among 
the  items  objected  to  here,  there  are  none  to  be 
found  as  coming  properly  within  the  character  of 
a  deficiency.  I  am  not  good  at  definition,  but  I 
think  the  substance  of  the  definition  of  a  deficiency, 
as  applicable  to  this  bill,  would  be  a  case  where 
there  has  been  an  amount  already  appropriated  for 
a  given  object,  and  there  has  resulted  upon  an  ef- 
fort to  execute  that  ob^t,  a  necessity  for  further 
appropriation.  A  deficiency  bill,  from  its  title,  is 
a  supplemental  bill  altogKher,  and  is  instituted  to 
supply  wants,  resulting  from  precedent  inadequate 
provision.  But  if  this  deficiency  bill  is  to  be  con- 
fined exclusively  to  this  class  of  cases,  and  none 
other,  then,  upon  examination  into  this  bill,  it  will 
be  found  that  they  ^the  committee)  have  not  in- 
serted five  items  which  are  a  legitimate  portion  of 
such  a  bill. 

Tlren,  sir,  there  originates,  jHrom  the  nifture  of 
our  legislation,  and  the  condition  of  business  in 
this  House,  an  absolute  lueestiiy  that  this  House 
should  act  upon  the  estimates  offered,  and  should 
eouple  with  the  deficiency  bill  many  items,  wheth- 
er tney  come  strictly  witnin  the  class  of  deficiency 
or  not.  '  I  say  that  there  exists  an  absolute  neces- 
sity that  these  estimates  should  be  acted  upon  in 
this  bill,  if  they  are'to  be  acted  upoh  at  all,  and  I 
will  explain  to  you  the  reason  why.  It  is  this, 
sir:  This  deficiency  bill  is  here  presented — it  is  be- 
fore the  House,  based  upon  the  estimates  already 
made  to  be  provided  for  as  deficiency,  and  whilst 
they  are  rejected,  the  deficiency  bill  is  permitted  to 
lie  by  for  months,  and  is  not  acted  upon  at  all, 
until  the  estimates  for  the  regular  expenditures  in 
the  Indian  service  have  been  furnished  to  this 
House,  and  the  bill  for  regular  service  is  actually 
upon  the  table  and  reported  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  sure  my  friend  wants 
to  do  justice  to  those  ^o  acted  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.    Most  certainly  I  do. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  deficien^  was  not  re- 
ported. The  deficiency  had  not  reached  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  wh^n  the  regular  Indian 
appropriation  bill  was  reported  to  theHouse.  We 
did  not  know  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Without  looking  at  that,  and 
admitting  the  correctness  of  what  the  gentleman 
says,  which  I  do,  I  say  before-hand,  if  these  esti- 


mates here  are  not  allowed  in  this  bill,  they  can- 
not, and  will  not,  come  in  for  appropriation  this 
year,  in  the  regular  bill,  as  the  committee  allege 
would  be  proper,  if  proper  at  all,  because  this 
regular  bill  is  already  reported  to  the  House; 
and  no  Committee  of  Ways  eind  Means  hfts  ever 
become  famous  for  offering  amendments  to  their 
own  bills  afler  reporting  them,  and  particularly  no 
committee  which  is  disposed  to  no  particular  ex- 
trava^nce,  and,  dispoMd  to  force  the  public  ex- 
penditure into  as  narrow  a  compass  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do.  So  these  items  recommended  fbr 
this  bill,  though  they  be  just  and  riffht,  cannot 
come  in  at  all;  they  will  be  lost;  and  thoujg;h  they 
be  obligations  of  the  Government,  obligations 
liquidated  and  acknowledged,  still  they  must  go 
by  for  another  year.  If  they  be  essential  to  the 
public  service,  and  if  we  are  compelled  to  submit 
to  this  view,  they  must  be  passed  by  altogether, 
unless  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  can 
be  induced  to  adopt  them  as  amendments,  and 
throw  them  into  the  bill,  which  has  been  reported 
to  the  House  and  referred,  although  not  yet  con- 
sidered. With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  wiM 
proceed  to  consider  the  rejected  estimates  in  d«- 
taU. 

The  first  item  which  is  reiected,  by  reference  to 
the  estimates,  will  be  found  to  be  the  second  sec- 
tion.   It  is: 

«  For  payment  to  the  Seneca  iDdiaas  of  New  York,  §br 
moneys  wrongfully  withbolden  firom  them  by  an  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  Govehunent  for  the  management  of  their 
afikira,  as  per  report  of  Thomas  ^.  Stoddard,  Esq..  com- 
missioner, selected  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  the 
requisite  investigation,  pursuant  to  the  direc^on  contained 
in  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  3Yth  June.  1846,  making  ap- 
eropriatioos  for  the  Indian  Department.'' 

That,  sir,  is  an  item  of  |38,505.  I  will  state  to 
the  House  in  general  terms  the  history  of  this 
matter.  From  time — I  was  ab5>ut  to  say  unmemo- 
rial — from  a  very  distant  period  bacK,  we  ha(^ 
agents  among  this  tribe;  and  it  has  been  alwdys 
the  case,  that  those  agents  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  the  money  of  those  Indians,  and  doing 
so  whether  due  to  them  by  this  Groverninent6rth% 
State  of  New  York,  or  by  banks,  or  by  individ- 
uals. They  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  stich 
moneys,  ajid  of  paying  out,  apply  ing,  or  investing 
them,  in  any  manner  which  the  commissioner,  iff 
the  tribe,  or  owner  should  direct.  This  mediod  (flT 
conducting  their  afikirs  had  continued  for  man^ 
years,  and  is  explained  in  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  here;  until  an  aeent  or  the  name  <k 
Stryker  was  appointed,  and  that  agent,  during  a 
penod  of  s6me  three  years,  robbed  tnem  of  money 
amounting  to  |28,000,  and  some  odd  hundreds. 
This  occurred  m  1837, 1838,  and  1889.  Now,  the 
question  is,  what  position  does  the  United  States 
occupy  in  reference  to  this  loss  ?  Those  who  op- 
pose the  paying  of  this  amount-to  those  Indians, 
oppose  an  obligation  absolutely  admitted  by  the 
Uovemment  of  the  United  States.    Those  who  op- 

Fiose  it  say  that  the  United  States  have  paid  these 
ndians  all  they  owe  them,  and  paid  them  through 
their  agent— that  this  ||fli8,000  SRras  money  du» 
these  Indians  from  private  individuals,  ana  paid 
into  the  hands  of  their  agents,  and  that  the  United 
States  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  transaction. 
That  is  the  statement,  sir. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  United  States  acted  as  the  tru»> 
tee  of  these  Indians,  and  received  that  money,  and 
then,  as  trustee,  failed  to  accoXint  to  them  for  thie 
money,  the  Grovemment  is  compelled,  not  only  by 
equity  and  justice,  but  by  their  own  precedents  In 
numberless  cases,  to  pay  to  these  Indians  any 
losses  they  may  have  sustained  by  confiding  \6 
thts  Government,  through  her  agent,  then*  means  in 
the  manner  which  has  been  spedfied,  and  which 
will  be  clearly  proved  by  the  papers,  if  anybody  1i^ 
examine  them.  The  only  question  seems  to  rii6 
to  be  this;  and  I  shall  not  spend  much  time  in  thld 
case,  nor  dwell  upon  it  any  longer  than  is  neces- 
sary to  take  up  those  points  where  the  diflfculcies 
exist,  and  leave  the  rest  tb  any  one  who  may 
speak  after  me,  in  the  event  they  may  wish  to  fiay 
something  about  it.  Well,  sir,  besides  it  app#ar^ 
ing  that  it  was  the  habit  of  that  tribe  of  Indians 
to  confide  and  pay  over  all  their  money  into  th« 
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bands  of  the  United  States  ag^ent,  as  trustee,  (or 
safe  keepingi  investment,  or  distribution,  or  to 
allow  it  to  be  done  by  their  debtors;  besides  it  ap- 
pearing in  this  report,  we  harp  the  exact  lan^age, 
m  a  letter  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
authorizing  it,  in  1833,  long  before  that  aeent  was 
a]M>ointed,  showing  that  such  was  the  habit  of  the 
Grovemment.  That  it  was  contemplated  to  con- 
tinue, the  Indians  presumed,  and  we  must  pre- 
sume; and  we  have  no  evidence  of  any  character 
or  kind  to  show  that  the  authority  for  it  has  ever 
been  countermanded  or  changed.  From  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  a  letter  was  issued,  dated 
August  11, 1833,  addressed  to  the  agent  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians.  I  will  read  that  letter,  and  gen- 
tlemen will  then  see  the  authority  that  was  given 
to  the  agent  to  act  as  the  trustee  of  the  fVinds  of 
the  Indians,  as  well  as  the  representative  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Six  Na- 
tions of  the  New  York  Indians.  Full  and  entire 
authority  was  given  to  him  as  agent,  and  the 
United  States,  through  him,  is  compelled  to  ^tand 
in  the  attitude  of  a  trustee.  Here  is  the  direct 
language  of  the  GovernmenL  I  will  read  it  to  the 
House: 

DsPARTinNT  OP  Was,  •^ugu$t  11. 183B. 

Sir  :  Tou  lire  hereby  aulborixed,  the  consent  or  the  In- 
dians being  first  obtained,  to  receive  all  inoncyii,  and  secu- 
rities for  roonesrs.  belon^ng  to,  or  dae  to  the  Seneca  Nation 
of  Indians;  to  discharge  all  mortgages  or  other  securities 
of  record,  and  to  make  investments  of  such  moneys,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  most  Oivorahle  terms,  and  to  do  all  other 
things  necessary  to  the  fkithAil  Ailfiilment  of  this  tru«t. 

Whenever  an  existing  mortgage  or  other  security  is  can- 
celed, you  wOl  notify  the  Department  thereof,  and  when- 
ever you  take  new  securities,  you  will  cause  them  to  be 
recorded  in  the  proper  office  of  the  country,  and  their  suf- 
ficiency certified  by  the  district  attorney,  or  the  Judge  of 
the  Umted  States  court.  They  will  be  prepared  in  tripli- 
cate. One  copy,  upon  which  will  be  entered  an  auested 
copy  of  the  record,  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department; 
one  yon  will  give  to  the  Indians,  and  one  you  will  retain. 

The  assent  of  the  Senecas  to  your  acting  in  this  matter 
as  their  agent  or  trustee,  mQ<<t  be  obtained  in  writing,  and 
the  original  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

You  will  be  careful,  in  all  your  investments,  to  have  them 
■o  executed,  that  the  Indians  inajr,  without  unreasonable 
delay,  obtain  possession  of  the  princijial,  should  their  re- 
moval or  other  circumstances  render  it  desirable. 


JOHN  ROBB, 
JScUng  Secretary  of  War. 


I  am,  8m., 

Jambs  Strtkbr,  Esq. 

Here  is  not  only  assent,  but  an  absolute  order. 
Now,  it  may  be  said  that  the  assent  cannot  be 
shown  in  writing.  In  regard  to  that,  we  cannot 
require,  in  order  to  exonerate  ourselves  from  the 
payment  of  this  money,  that  the  assent  shall  be 
shown  to  be  in  writing,  because  this  method  of  trans- 
acting their  business  by  the  tigent  had  long  been 
established,  and  no  instruction  had  been  given  to 
the  effect  that  their  assent  in  writing  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  honesty  of  the  agent,  or  responsi- 
bility of  thia  Government.  To  quibble  upon  such 
a  pomt  would  be  to  treat  with  derision  a  powerless 
class,  as  ignorant  and  defenseless  as  they  exhibit 
themselves  confiding.  Their  assent  is  perfect  to 
their  eyeSt  when  they  have  placed  their  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Gk>yernmentof  their  Great  Fiatherf 
or  allowed  them  to  be  so  placed,  without  a  further 
assent  put  in  writing.  Besides  this,  it  is  clearly 
established  that  the  Grovernment  always  acted  as 
trustee  in  all  such  cases,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  Indians  shall  be  responsible  for  the  assent  not 
being  in  writing,  because  that  is  an  order  which 
was  giveii  by  this  Government  to  her  own  agent, 
a  regulation  for  her  own  protection,  and  not  an 
order  or  regulation  transmitted  and  made  known 
to  these  Indians,  showing  that  to  obtain  for  them 
the  security  of  this  Government  they  had  to  fur- 
nish the  assent  in  writing.  In  that  case,  it  would 
not  only  be  proper,  but  absolutely  essential  that 
the  Indians  should  transmit  their  assentin  writing 
to  the  proper  office  here.  Any  other  reflation 
or  disposition,  of  the  written  assent  would  have 
been  abstird,  particularly  the  placing  of  it  in  the 
agent's  hands;  and  no  such  notice  was  given,  nor 
anysuch  action  required  of  them. 

This  assent  mignt  have  been  given  forty  times 
over  to  this  agent,  and  he,  being  determined  to  de- 
fraud them  out  of  their  money,  could  have  and 
may  have  chosen  never  to  have  transmitted  it,  and 
thus  the  Indians  themselves  would  have  lost,  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  the  same 
time  would  have  been  deprived  of  its  recourse 
upon  the  party  that  was  making  the  default.  The 
instruction  created  a  trusteeship  in  so  many  words; 
besides  that,  it  had  existed  from  the  beginning,  by 
ctMtomf  The  requisition  by  the  Government  of  a 
writtei)  fuisent,  and  communicated  to  its  own  agent 


only,  was  utterly  inadeqimte,  and  if  now  set  up 
as  a  defense  against  repaying  the  trust  money,  is 
a  fraud  by  a  great  nation  upon  an  ignorant,  pow- 
erless, deifenseless,  defrauaed,  and  confiding,  un- 
fortunate race.  I  will  not  go  into  a  further  exam- 
ination of  this  case — ^it  is  dear  to  any  fair  mind, 
and  my  time  is  limited.  If  the  gentleman,  or  any 
other  gentleman,  wishes  to  reply  to  this,  I  will 
exhibit  all  the  documents,  and  point  out  where 
these  fact  may  be  ascertained.  I  will  then  stale 
that  we  have  the  evidence  here  of  the  repeated 
action  of  the  Government  as  trustee  for  these  In- 
dians; and  where  the  Government  has  appointed 
an  agent  that  has  been  faithless  to  them,  received 
their  money,  and  appropriated  it  to  his  own  use, 
she  is  bound  to  pay  that  money,  if  she  acts  justly 
by  them.  This  is  the  condition  of  that  particular 
item.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
rejected  that  item  of  some  ^8,000.  That  nooney 
has  been  due,  if  due  ut  all,  to  them  since  1837, 
1838,  and  1839.  For  not  one  cent  of  the  estimate 
is  interest  proposed  to  be  allowed  by  the  Depart- 
ment. This  estimate  embraces  only  the  principal, 
and  it  is  but  sheer  justice.  If  it  were  a  deetling 
between  individuals,  it  would  not  be  deemed  jus- 
tice—that, after  the  principal  had  been  due  for  so 
long  a  time,  it  was  proposed  not  to  pay  a  cent  of 
interest  with  it.  * 

Now,  I  do  not  propose  to  insert  any  claute  for 
interest,  beo^use  I  am  inclined  to  oppose  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  upon  claims  against  the  Grovern- 
ment. I  shall  desire  it  to  be  an  extraordinary 
case  where  I  would  vote  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest at  all,  after  having  heard  that  subject  dis- 
cussed so  frequently  in  the  Halls  of  this  House. 
There  is  the  amount,  and  there  can  be  no  other  ob- 
jection to  the  payment  of  it  than  that  the  item  does 
not  sound  like  a  deficiency.  If  it  is  not  a  defi- 
ciency, what  is  it?  It  is  an  obligation  of  this 
Government;  but,  say  they  also,  it  is  a  private 
claim,  and  should  go  to  another  committee  than 
that  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  is  no  more  a  pri- 
vate claim  tnao  is  the  claim  of  Mexico  upon  us, 
under  our  treaty  with  her,  a  private  one.  it  is  an 
obligation  to  a  people  whose  independence  we,  in 
some  measure,  acknowledged.  An  obligation  of 
this  Government,  whether  it  exists  by  treaty  or 
by  other  and  .voluntary  action,  when  acknowl- 
edged by  us,  in  any  shape,  is  just  as  sacred,  and 
ought  to  be  as  faithfully  complied  with,  as  one 
mcuie  and  put  under  the  seal  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  indorsed  with  the  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate. There  can  be  no  distmction  between  classes 
of  obligations  upon  this  Grovernment.  It  is  her 
duty  and^ier  honor  to  discharge  them  all.  The 
obligation  in  one  instance  is  as  sacred  as  it  is  in 
the  other;  and  if  we  owe  the  money,  it  ought  to 
be  paid.  As  to  the  mere  consideration  whether  it 
belongs  to  this  bill  or  not,  according  to  form,  1  will 
say  it  is  a  matter  of  moonshine.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  are  the  ministers  of  the  House 
to  consider  the  amounts  of  the  disbursements  of 
the  public  moneys.  They  are  to  offer  all  ap]JK>pri- 
ations,  for  the  discharge  of  the  honest  obugations 
of  this  Government,  growing  out  of  its  relations 
with  other  nations  and  with  our  Indian  tribes. 
This  item  is  of  that  class,  ifnd  if  it  does  not  now 
com>  within  this  bill,  and  is  not  now  adopted,  it 
will  not  be  adopted  for  the  coming  year.  We  can- 
not then  know  when  it  will  be  adopted,  since,  hav- 
ing been  once  recommended  by  the  Government 
and  rejected,  or  passed  over  in  this  way,  it  may 
not  be  afi^ain  presented  for  consideration.  It  will 
have  to  be  rejected,  for  I  shall  off*er  theamendment. 
Wfr  cannot  hope  that  the  Executive  will  take  upon 
itself,  after  Congress  shall  have  acted  upon  it  in 
this  manner,  rejecting  it,  ever  to  recommend  again 
this  item. 

I  will  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  whether  or  not — as  it  may  save 
me  some  trouble— his  committee  have  gone  into 
an  examination  of  the  item  with  regard  to  the 
Pottawatomies?  If  they  have  gone  into  a  full  ex- 
amination of  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  un- 
necessary for  me  to  explain  it  here.  It  is  an  obli- 
^tion  existing  under  treaty,  and  it  is  a  deficiency 
Item. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas,  I  will  say  this:  when  we  had  up 
the  estimates  submitted  to  us  in  rebtion  to  the 
Indians,  upon  which  the  gentleman  is  now  com- 
menting, we  called  before  us  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
Indian  Bureau;  and  in  the  investigation  of  these 
items»  one  by  one,  we  were  not  id>le  to  find  the 


treaty  upon  which  this  Pottawatomie  dun  wm 
said  to  be  based.  We  gave  him  a  roeiooraiKluii 
in  regard  to  that,  and  the  Choctaw  claim,  imd  W 
was  to  furnish  os  with  the  information,  wbich  to 
this  day  he  has  not  done.  We  have  not,  thwefow, 
been  able  to  carry  the  investigation  any  further 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  will  read  the  third  aectiv 
of  the  treaty  of- February  11, 1837,  coodudidiB 
the  city  of  Washington: 

«  PoTTAW ATOMis  Trbatt— AJiT.  3.  The  VkM  taM 
further  agree  to  cod vey,  by  palem,  to  tbe  Pocturiioiik*,  rf 
Indiana,  a  tract  of  coontry  on  tlie  Osage  River.  WMtof  te 
Missouri  River,  snffideiit  in  extent,  and  aduied  to  <kf« 
l^aMiB  and  wantu;  remove  tbem  to  tlie  Hoatjhnitk  tbca 
with  one  year's  ^ubcistence after  their  arrivaithefe,aripi| 
the  expensei*  of  this  treaty,  and  of  this  ddefaiioiif  uma 
tliis  ciry.  (Bee  p.  533,  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  — ,  late 
Treaties.) 

Under  that  clause  of  the  treaty  theremnaotof 
that  tribe,  amounting  to  six  hundred  tod  thirty- 
nine,  have  been  removed.  There  was  upon  h$d 
in  the  Department,  a  portion  of  an  existing  ip- 
propriation,  unexpended,  for  tlve  remofa)  of  iIm 
residue.  At  the  time  of  emigration,  theS«crtury 
of  the  Interior  thought,  and  estimated,  that  tie 
number  would  amount  to  some  four  huixlrcd  la- 
dians,  but  when  collected  and  emigrated,  ihot 
proved  to  hi  some  six  hundred  and  thirty-iuH. 
The  amount  asked  for  in  section  eleven,  of  toe  m- 
mates,  to  enable  the  Government  to  pay  for  tin 
removal  of  these  Indians,  and  to  continue  their 
subsistence  for  the  residue  of  the  year,  it  $22,50(1 
These  Indians  are  now  being  supplied  and  subsia- 
ed,  at  the  point  to  which  they  have  been  reowied, 
and  there  is  not  one  cent  for  the  purpose  of  ptviif 
what  has  been  done,  or  for  the  conunuaoce  or  the 
subsistence  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  trttt^. 
I  presume  this  will  be  satisfactory  to  that  coauut* 
tee.  I  have  given  them  the  facts,  and  \htj  can 
examine  the  records  if  they  require  furthcriBAra* 
ation  upon  this  point. 

The  next  item  is  numbered  twelve  in  the  tiu- 
mates,  and  is,  for  the  subsistence  and  remonlof 
the  Choctaws,  $50,000.  Having  had  some  con- 
versation with  the  chairman  in  regard  to  this  ilea, 
I  will  ask  him  (to  save  trouble)  whether  the  cm&- 
mittee  have  reconsidered  and  determined  to  ioiet 
that  item,  or  whether  they  are  still  oppoted  toiu 
adoption  f 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  We  have  not  reconaideitd 
it, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  they  have  itill  deter- 
mined that  that  item  of  $50,000  shall  be  keptoit 
of  the  deficiency  bill.  By  the  treaty  of  die  37th 
of  September,  1830,  article  sixteen,  the  Chocuvs 
were  stipulated  to  be  removed.  I  wiD  ask  the 
^;entleman  to  do  me  the  fitvor  to  tam  to  the  utxk 
m  r^erence  to,  and  of  which  1  am  now  speakiBf, 
as  the  book  is  in  his  hand.  By  article  fourteen  of 
the  same  treaty,  the  right  was  granted  to  sidt 
Choctaws  as  chose  to  aceept  it,  to  become  dn* 
zens — that  is  those  who  preferred  to  remain, should 
become  citizens  after  five  years'  residence.  They 
were,  if  they  adopted  this  provision  of  tbetrtatr, 
to  receive  a  fee  simple  title  aX  the  expimtkmof  the 
five  years,  to  certain  lands  which  were  to  be  r^ 
served  to  them.  All  that  did  not  choose  to  rcsuD 
were  to  be  removed  West,  and  subsisted  there  ibr 
one  year.  I  will  repeat,  by  the  fourteenth  seciios, 
such  as  preferred  it  were  at  liberty  to  remain  what 
they  were,  and  to  take  their  stipukted  anouirts 
land,  and  after  remaining  for  five  years,  acoordns 
to  the  terms  of  that  section  of  the  treaty,  thiT 
were  to  become  citizens  6f  the  United  S***^»^ 
were  to  receive  a  patent  for  the  land  whieh  hi* 
been  granted  them.  I  repeat  this,  becaus*  n  * 
important  that  we  should  remember  that  there  tf« 
two  distinct  provisions,  either  to  be  elected  at  i» 
option  of  any  Choctaw. 

«« Amr.  14.  Each  CTtioctawbead  of  a  fcsifly  betaf  **J 
to  remain  and  beeonae  a  citixen  of  tbe  State*,  «w  99  p^ 
mitied  to  do  so,  by  signifying  bis  inteaUoB  »  "V^ 
within  six  months  from  the  ratification  of  tfatftrwy)»^ 
he  or  she  shall therenpon  be  entitled  lo  a  iewi»w'*^jr 
•ecUon  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  iol*«^rrT 
by  sectional  lines  6f  survey;  inUkenwBueriStllse*^ 
to  one  half  that  quantity  Ibr  each  unmames  coujj^^ 
living  with  him,  over  ten  years  of  age;  «"<**<l"'^'[Jwi 
to  such  child  as  may  be  under  ten  year*  of  M^i " '2J, 
the  location  of  the  parent.  If  Uiey  reside  oftm  tj»  "^ 
intending  to  become  citixeos  of  the  8»*»»  "*' "Tirj, 
after  the  ratificaUon  of  this  treaty, in  that  ewe  •irjr*| 
fee  simple  shall  issue ;  said  reservation  OM  "J*™!!^ 
present  improvement  of  the  bead  of  the  *"''y»^„  ^715^ 
of  it.  Persons  who  claim  under  this  artids «»"  "^ 
the  privilejre  of  a  Choctaw  citixen,  »«»Jf  J^'/iSmmi^ 
are  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  portion  of  tte  cbw» 
nuity."  v-*^«.«»flt 

"Aar,  16.  In  wagons;  sad  wtth  -•— i«oa"»" 
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»uiid  neeoMary — the  United  States  agreed  to  reinovtt  the 
ndjan^  to  tbeir  new  hoioes  at  their  expense  and  under  the 
are  of  discreet  and  carerul  persons,  who  will  be  kind  and 
rotherly  to  them.  They  agree  to  furnish  them  with  ample 
oru  and-  beef,  or  porlt  A>r  themselves  and  families  jbr 
ivelve  months  alter  reaching  their  new  homes. 
"  It  is  agreed  furtlier  that  the  United  Sutes  will  take  all 
leir  cattle,  at  the  ▼aliiation  of  some  discreet  person  to  be 
ppointed  bv  the  President,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  for 

I  money  alter  their  arrival  at  tbeir  new  homes ;  or  otlier 
&ttJe  such  as  may  be  desired  shall  be  Aimished  Uiem,  notice 
Ping  given  tbr«>ugli  their  agent  of  their  wishes  upon  this 
ib}ect  before  their  removal,  that  time  to  supply  the  demand 
tay  b*>  affordad.'* 

As  I  have  shown  to  you,  the  larger  part  of  the 

ation  went  ofTWest.    About  one  thousand  of 

hem  selected  to  remain  B^st,  and  take  reeerra- 

lons  of  land.     The  Goyemment  of  the  United 

Itates  at  this  point  utterly  failed,  and  this  is  an 

dmitted  fact,  and  wkiekwiU  not  be  dimutedf  to  se- 

ure  to  them  the  lands  which  they  haa  thus  agreed 

0  reserre,  and  patent  to  them  under  the  fourteenth 

action  recited,  out  proceeded  to  sell  the  lands  and 

itterly  vioUile  the  stipulation.    The  evidence  is, 

oo,  that  it  was  done  m  many  instances  in  a  most 

irutal  manner.    The  Indians  were  then  left  there 

n  a  helpless  condition,  defrauded  of  their  lands. 

AThen  the  attention  of  the  Government  was.  called 

0  this  subsequently,  the  shame  and  inj^stice  was 

ecognized  aiui  acknowledged,  and  in  order  to  re- 

nunerate  them,  it  was  determined  to  issue  land 

crip  to  these  Indians  to  a  large  amount.    It  was 

provided  that  one  half  should  be  paid  to  them 

irhere  they  were,  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  and 

he  other  half  should  be  paid  to  them  only  after 

liey  bad  passed  west  of  the  Mississippi.    See  act 

f  23d  of  August,  1842.    By  that  act  the  Govem- 

aeut  destroyed  thealtemate  provision  of  the  treaty  i 

hat  is,  the  provision  by  which  the  Indians  could 

emain  there.    And  having  violated  it  themselves, 

hose  Indians  who  had  chosen  to  remain  under 

he  fourteenth  section  were  compelled  and  driven 

D  emigration  west;  and  for  that  purpose  to  resort 

o  their  j'i^hts  under  the  sixteenth  section.     So 

fie  objection  which  is  raised,  that  this  Govem- 

lent  IS  not  bound  to  pay  for  their  emigration, 

Itogether  falls  to  the  ground;  because  if  the  Gov- 

rnment  violated  the  section  of  the  treaty  under 

rhich  they  were  to  remain,  and  compelled  them  to 

migrate,  now  is  it  to  be  expected  that  they  can 

migrate  under  the  terms  of  that  treaty,  unless 

hey  emigrate  through  the  provisions  made  under 

nd  by  virtue  of  it  for  their  emigration?    Any 

ther  construction  despoils  them  of  every  real  ben- 

l!i  under  a  treaty  that  was  horrible^to  them  at 

est.     But  to  show  you  that  the  objection  which 

understand  exists,  is  not  a  sound  or  good  one, 

nd  tnat  it  has  never  been  offered  or  entertained 

y  any  but  this  committee,  I  have  only  to  say, 

lat  the  Government,  from  the  very  time  they  had 

iolated  so  unjustly  their  plighted  faith,  in  regard 

>  the  fourteenth  section,  and  these  reservations  of 
md,  selling  and  destroying  the  right  and  title  of 
le  Indians  to  them,  had  actually  continued  to 
migri^te  them,  and  pay  for  them  under  the  six- 
^nth  article  of  the  treaty.  Sir,  that  gentlemen 
hould  come  in  here  and  say  that  these  $50,000 
ught  not  to  be  appropriated  for  the^  purpose  of 
aying  their  emigration,  because  they  had  chosen 

>  remain  there  under  another  provision  of  the 
reaty,  is  not,  it  seems  to  me,  good  sense  or  com- 
lon  nonesty.  It  is  certainly  not  justice  or  eouity 
\  the  slightest  degree.  Those  Indians  must  nave 
ome  benefit  of  that  treaty,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
nd  the  clause  of  the  treaty,  imder  which  they  de- 
srmined  to  remain,  was  destroyed  in  ail  its  ben- 
ts to  them,  and  they  were  cut  off,  precluded,  and 
espoiled,  the  Government  acknowledging  the 
ict.  That  they  had  a  right  to  .revert,  and  tmder 
le  sixteenth  section  of  the  treaty,  to  accept  its 
^rms  of  emigration,  the  expenses  of  it,  ana  sub- 
istence  for  one  year,  in  another  country,  to  be 
aid  by  the  Government,  there  can  be  none,  the 
>motest,  rational  doubt.  The  Grovernment,  too, 
ave  proceeded  to  emigrate  them  from  year  to 
ear,  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  under  the  sixteenth 
rticle,  and  this  is  the  first  time  that  such  an  ob- 
M;tion  has  ever  been  made  to  the  payment  of  the 
ills  for  their  emigration.  It  is  the  nrst  time  that 
lis  matter  has  ever  been  made  a  matter  of  contest 
r  objection~at  least  within  my  term  of  service 
ere.     This  is  an  ample  explanation,  I  take  it,  of 

II  the  points  of  that  case.  And,  therefore,  I  will 
0  no  farther  into  the  investigation,  until  I  hear 
ointa  made  upon  the  subiect,  and  when  I  do,  as 

feel  myself  familiar  with  the  facts,  I  will  then 
\ke  them  up,  and  give  a  further  explanation.    I 


do  know  this  from  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
case,  that  we  are  bound  to  emigrate  them,  and  pay 
the  expenses.  We  have  already  acted  in  bful  faith 
in  many  instances  in  regard  to  this  very  treaty. 
I  believe  this  Gk)vernment  has  already  acted  as 
badly  as  a  Government  could  in  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular provision  of  that  treaty,  and  it  but  re- 
mains for  us,  under  a  crude  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  reject  eur  obliga- 
tions under  it  altogether,  to  consummate  an  ill 
faith  almost  une^utued. 

^  Many  of  the  items  in  this  bill  I  will  have  to 
pass  over,  and  for  the  reason  that  there  are  some 
seventeen  items  which  demand  explanation.  Many 
of  these  items  are  simple,  plain,  and  easily  ex- 
plained. I  shall  pass  alt  such  as  those,  however, 
until  the  five  minutes  debate  comes  on.  It  is  only 
to  those  items  that  are  somewhat  complicated  that 
I  shall  now  address  myself,  under  the  privilege  of 
the  House  which  has  been  granted  to  me. 

The  next  .item  is  for  the  Rquidated  balance  due 
to  the  Creek  Indians,  for  losses  sustain^  during 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain — sustained  by  afi 
that  portion  of  the  tribe  who  were  friendly  to,  and 
cooperated  with,  the  United  States. 

Preceding  that,  is  an  item  to  pay  William  Heart 
for  losses  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Choc- 
taws  west.  That  item,  number  nineteen,  for  the 
payment  of  Heart,  has  been  rejected  also  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  have  looked 
into  it  somewhat,  and  although  I  do  not  say  that 
I  have  made  up  my  own  mind  in  regard  to  it,  I 
will  say  this,  that  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
wrone  in  rejecting  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  right  in  rejecting  that  item  or  some 
$37,000.  After  rooking  into  it  with  some  little 
care,  I  shall  not  myself  unless  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  hereafter,  offer  any 
amendment  to  that  section. 

I  win  ask  attention  to  the  next  section,  which 
provides  for  the  li(|uidaled  balance  due  to  the 
Creek  Indians  for  losses  sustained  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain.  The  origin  of  this  claim 
is  well  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Afifairs,  Orlando  Brown,  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  Senate,  of  May  10th, 
1850;  and  I  will  follow  the  direction  given  by  that 
report,  with  such  explanation,  as  I  progress,  as 
may  suggest  itself.  It  is  a  report  made,  not  by 
the  committee  of  the  Senate,  but  it  is  a  report 
from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  made  to  the 
Senate.  It  contains  an  explicit  and  authoritative 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  if  the  House  will  ex- 
amine it,  and  give  it  their  attention,  they  will  find 
a  most  extraondinary  state  of  things;  besides  that, 
the  indebtedness  is  unquestionable,  andisadmitted, 
after  fbll  investigation,  by  the  Government.  It  is 
an  item  of  1110,417. 

During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  a  lar^e 
portion  of  the  Creek  Indians,  who  were  friendly 
and  resided  next  to  our  settlements,  united  with 
us  in  that  war  against  the  hostile  Indians  of  their 
own  tribe.  The  House  vrill  recollect  that  a  severe 
war  raged  at  that  time  in  the  Southwest,  during 
which  General  Jackson  acquired  the  greater  part 
of  his  high  and  deserved  reputation  as  a  military 
commander.  In  the  progress  of  that  war,  the 
friendly  Creeks  rendered  prei^minent  services, aiid 
it  is  but  sheer  justice  to  say,  that  to  their  skill, 
valor,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
were  due  much  of  the  glory  and  good  fortune  that 
attended  the  American  arms  against,  at  that  time, 
the  most  powerfVil  and  warlike  native  race  on  the 
continent  of  America. 

In  giving  an  account  of  this  claim,  I  will  adopt, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  statement  of  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  daim  is  one  adjudicated  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  now 
stands  clearly  admitted  as  an  obligation  of  ours 
after  a  ftiU  and  fair  investi^don  and  adjustment 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  proper  De- 
partment of  the  Gk>yernment.  The  exposition  of 
the  Commissioner  begins  in  this  way: 

'<The  claim  originated  doring  the  said  war,  and  is  for 
losses  sostainedin  consequence  of  the  claimantstakingpatt 
with,  and  remaining  friendly  to,  the  United  States.  It  is 
based  on  the  promise  imbodied  in  a  cnmmuaieation  fhim 
General  Thomas  Plnckney  to  Colonel  Benjamin  Hawicins, 
United  States  agent  for  the  Creek  tribe,  of  the  S3d  April, 
1814,  in  which  was  stated  the  terms  upon  which  peace 
would  be  granted  to  the  hostile  portion  of  tlie  tribe,  viz :  'that 
*tbe  United  Suites  will  retain  so  much  of  the  conquered  tor- 
<  ritory  as  may  appear  to  the  Government  thereof  to  be  a 
*  just  indemnity  for  tfie  expenses  of  the  war,  and  as  a  resti- 


<  tution  for  the  injuries  siisuined  by  its  citizens,  and  thM 
*  friendly  preek  Indian*.^ "  *  *  •  * 

This  is  the  language  of  a  Major  General,  com- 
manding your  forces  in  time  of  war,  who  acted 
with  full  authority  in  such  matters.     He  further  . 
commands  the  agent,  Hawkins,  as  follows: 

"  You  will  please,  sir,  to  communicate  these  terms  to 
the  friendly  Indians,  and  to  enjoin  them,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  against  such  as  may  continue  hostile,  to  abinain 
carefViUy  Oom  injuring  those  who  may  be  returning,  with 
the  intention  of  making  their  submission.  You  may  like- 
wise inform  them  that  the  United  States  will  not  forget  their 
fidelity ;  but,  in  the  anranecments  which  may  be  made  of 
the  lands  to  be  retained  as  indemnity,  their  claims  will  ba 
respected ;  and  «uch  of  their  chiefs  as  have  distingitfshed 
tliemselves  by  thdr  exertion  and  valor  in  the  conmioo  cause, 
will  also  receive  a  remuneration  in  the  ceded  Unds,  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  Government  may  direct." 

This  was  delivered  by  that  gentleman  to  this 
friendly  tribe  of  Indian^,  as  a  promise  made  to 
them  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  American 
forces,  so  as  to  continue  them  faithfully  in  their 
devotion  to  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecution 
of  that  war.  How  soon  were  these  promises  to 
be  violated?  How  soon  were  we  destined  to  ex- 
hibit clearly,  that  the  Government,  their  Great 
Father — God  save  the  mark — had  forgot  their  fidel' 
Uy !  and,  worse  than  all,  to  exhibit  the  revolting 
spectacle  of  a  powerful  Government  turning,  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  protracted  and  bloody  war, 
upon  an  humble  and  faithful,  but  weak,. defense- 
less, and  confiding  ally,  to  despoil  them,  and  ac- 
tually despoiling  them,  under  the  plea  of  motives 
of  policy,  of  millions  of  acres  of  land,  giving  no 
even  seemingly  adequate  compensation  therefor. 
I  will  read  an  extract,  and  I  request  that  the  ref- 
erences contained  in  the  extract  may  be  examined » 
if  you  would  see  the  most  startling  developments 
regarding  our  good  faith  to  these  helpless  tulies: 

"  Those  propositions  resulted  is  the  treaty  concluded  by 
General  Jackson.  August  9, 1814,  by  which  the  Indian  title 
was  eztinguishco  to  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  millions 
of  acres  of  land.  Prior  to  signins  the  treaty,  the  friendly 
Indians  called  the  attention  of  General  Jackson  to  the 
promise  of  General  Pinkney,  with  a  view  that  a  provisioa 
should  be  initertcd  for  the  remimcration  for  their  losses ; 
but  the  General  declined,  because  his  power  to  negoUate 
did  not  *  extend  to  embrace  by  ueaty.  or  capitulation,  the 
promises  contained  therein.'  The  Indians,  however, agreed 
to  sign  the  treaty  on  the  condition,  among  others,  that  the 
said  promise  should  be  sent  on  with  the  treaty — saying,  we 
rely  on  the  justice  of  the  United  States  to  cause  justice  to 
be  done  us.  **  (See  American  State  papers,  vol.  1,  pp.  837, 
867,  and  858.)  ' 

I  imagine  this  House  will  be  astonished  when 
I  jtell  them,  in  addition  to  this  palpable  repudiation 
and  disregard  of  Pinckney's  promise,  that  it  is  an 
admitted  and  uncontroverted  fact,  that  of  the  fbur- 
teen  or  fifteen  millions  of  acres  taken  professedly 
from  the  hostiles,  as  indemnity  for  the  expenses 
of  that  war,  from  one  and  a  half  to  ei^ht  millions 
were  the  lands  of  these  our  own  sufiermg  allies. 

Sir,  this  House  ought  to  be  confounded,  when 
I  teH  them,  that  it  is  an  uncontroverted  fact,  that 
of  the  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  taken  for  that 
war — I  cannot  say  precisely  what  amount,  but  it 
is  variously  estimated  at  five,  or  six,  or  eig^ht  mil- 
lions by  some,  and  at  a  million  and  a  half  by 
others— of  the  lands  of  the  friendly  Creeks,  that 
large  amount  Mras  taken  without  the  most  remote 
or  tolerable  equivalent  being  givei)  as  a  considera- 
tion. Those  who  fought  for  the  United  States, 
a^inst  the  hostile  Creeks,  had  their  towns  be- 
sieged, their  houses  burned,  their  people  butchered, 
ana  property  destroyed;  and  they  themselves, 
when  the  treaty  was  made  and  indemnity  taken 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  lost  by  the  indemnity 
taken,  from  a  million  and  a  half  to  eight  millions 
of  their  lands.  This  claim  is  not  based  upon  that 
fact,  however,  but  strange  to  say,  has  become 
confounded  with  it,  in  some  correspondence,  in 
such  way  as  materially  io  have  delayed  the  pay- 
ment of  this  just  obligation  for  losses  and  injuries. 

This  would  indicate  that  the  Government  has 
not  acted  with  great  justice  and  forbearance,  re- 
membering the  faithfulness  of  that  party  of  Indians 
during  that  war.  Sir,  it  has  been  seldom  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States — say  what  we 
will  in  regard  to  our  philanthrcpy — ^has  acted  with 
justice  to  the  Indians;  it  has  been  seldom  that  the 
Indian  could  rely  safely  on  the  justice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Instances  of  the  most  glaring  fraud, 
under  the  name  of  "  treaty,"  will  be  found  to  fill 
almost  every  pageofthepresentvolume  of  treaties 
made  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians; 
if  the  driving  of  rich  and  unequal  bargains,  and 
the  total  inadequacy  of  consideration,  can  be  said 
to  constitute  a  fraud.  From  the  commencement 
of  this  Government  to  the  present  time,  when  the 
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Indian  would  not  part  with  his  possesmonn  for 
considerations  utterly  inadequate — considemtions 
wTiich  we  would  never  think  of  acceptine  from  or 
of  offering  to  our  own  citizens — ^it  has  been  our 
custom  to  trespass  upon  them,  until  they  were 
driTen  to  wage  war  to  the  Knife.  We  have,  then, 
butchered  them,  and  taken  their  lands  from  them 
as  indemnity  for  the  expense  and  trouble  of  the 
operation,  and  if  any  remained  that  escaped  the 
knife,  they  have  been  driven  toa  strange  location, 
to  seek  a  livelihood  on  grounds  to  them  unknown 
And  unexplored ,  or  to  meet  death  at  the  hands  of 
Borne  more  powerful  tribe.  This  has  been  a  por- 
tion, too  truly,  of  the  history  of  the  Indian  on  the 
whole  of  this  continent,  and  even  from  its  first 
settlement.  Yet,  among  ourselves,  we  are  ever 
speaking  of  phUanthrcpy  towards  tliese  people,  who 
Are  unable  to  defend  themselves;  and  the  moment 
there  comes  up  a  bill  calling  upon  the  Government 
io  do  them  an  act,  not  of  mercy,  but  of  justice, 
the  forms  of  legislation  are  allowed  to  interfere, 
and  gentlemen  are  found  to  get  up  and  quibble  and 
cavil,  and  every  technicality  that  cam  be  raised,  and 
every  obstacle  that  can  be  thrown  in  the  way,  is 
availed  of,  and  the  fairness,  and  ecjuity,  and  jus- 
tice, and  humanity  of  the  country  is  betrayed  and 
abandoned. 

But  to  return:  there  was  a  solemn  pledge  given 
by  this  Grovernment,  that  we  would  pay  the  "losses 
and  injuries"  sustained  by  this  tnbe,  when  they 
stood  by  our  side  and  fought  against  their  own 
people  and  the  British.  But  the  payment  of  this 
knohey  is  now  opposed  by  some,  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  so  long  since  1816 — the  time  when  this 
claim  originated — that  it  would  seem  as  if  there 
was  something  wrong  about  it.  Then  why  do 
they  not  investigate?  They  are  invited  to  do  so. 
Tfo,  they  woulu  pr^r  to  rest  on  limitation,  that 
dishonest  bar  for  a  government,  and  continue  the 
crying  shame.  Why,  sir,  this  claim  was  pressed 
in  1815,-*16,-'17,-*18,-*19,  and  -'24,  unul  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  that  day  (1824) 
knade  a  report  utterly  adverse,  and  from  that  time 
forward,  the  Indians,  yielding  in  despair  to  their 
helpless  but  usual  destiny,  for  many  years  we  hear 
nothing  of  this  claim. 

For  a  few  years  past,  they  have  renewed  the 
matter,  however,  hoping  that  their  appeal  to  an- 
other generation  may  be  more  successful;  and,  on 
fall  and  minute  investigation  by  the  Bureau  of  In- 
dian Affairs  of  all  the  records  in  this  case,  th^y 
have  settled  the  matter  that  the  claim  is  just — that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  that  distant 
day  were  in  error.  The  Department  has,  there- 
fore, estimated  for  the  amount  due  at  that  day,  but 
they  make  no  estimate  for  interest.  1  do  not  ap- 
^  prove  the  propriety  of  a  government  paying  int^r^ 
est,  and  I  have  nerer  understood  that  these  unfor- 
tunate people  demand  it.  But  it  is  plain  that  the 
ffrincipalt  if  due  in  1815,-*16,  should  be  paid 
without  hesitation  in  1852.  Has  the  committee  a 
heart  that  could  deny  it.'  Those  propositions  to 
which  I  have  referred,  resulted  in  the  treaty  con- 
cluded by  General  Jackson  on  the  9th  of  Au^st, 
1814,  by  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished 
to  between  fourteen  millions  and  fifteen  millions  of 
acres  of  land.  The  Indians  agreed  to  sign  the 
treaty  on  the  condition  that  the  promise  made  to 
them  should  be  sent  on  with  the  treaty — saying, 
they  would  rely  on  tkt  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  see  that  justice  was  done  them. 

"  By  reference  to  the  Indian  treaties,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
by  tlie  treaty  of  1814,  the  cession  to  the  United  States  was 
iqtended  to  compennMe  Uie  Government  for  the  e.xp>ense*i  of 
^  Ahe  war  with  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  that  it  wa«  strictly 
hf  a  military  character — more  of  the  character  of  a  capitu- 
lation, with  a  pledge  for  indemnity,  than  an  ordinary  efvil 
compact.*' 

Now,  some  may  doubt  whether  the  pledges  of 
General  Pinckney  are  binding  upon  the  Gk»vern- 
ment.  The  following  extract  will  remove  all  doubt 
upon  that  point: 

"On  the  29th  An^ot,  1815,  the  War  Department  In- 
Ihrmed  Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  tlic  Creek  ajjent,  *  that 

*  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  yoo  should  proceed  to 
.*  the  liquidation  of  the  claim  of  the  friendly  Indians  to  indem- 

•  nity,  upon  the  principles  of  General  Pinckney's  and  your 
•letter  to  tbem.»  The  result  to  be  transmitted  to  the  De- 
,|knrtment,  to  be  laid  before  the  President  for  his  ultimate  de- 
cision and  approbation.'* 

That  is  a  clear  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  War 
Department,  then  having  control  of  Indian  affairs, 
of  this  obligation. 

"On-the  l8t  April,  1816,  Colonel  Hawkins  made  his  re- 
pott  <on  the  claims  of  the  friendfy  Indians  for  losses  sas- 
<  taiood  by  them  ia  their  civil  war,  i^iMably  to  the  terms  of 


*  peace  oflered  by  Major  OanenU  Finckney,  33d  April,  1814, 

<  and  the  preliminaries  to  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  of  Au- 

*  gust  following.'    *  He  states  that  it  is  imperfect,  fmm  the 

<  peculi^  situation  of  afihirs  there,  and  carmot  be  otherwise 

*  till  all  the  hunters  are  in,  which  is  not  expected  tUl  the 

<  last  of  next  monih.' 

''  Accordioi  to  the  data  before  him,  the  aggre^te  o'f  the 
claims  which  nad  been  presented  amounted  to  $108,415 12^, 
and  the  amount  of  the  same  reported  on  favorably,  to 
^78,360  75 ;  and  he  states  that,  from  tlie  best  inforaiatioa 
he  has  obtained,  the  whole  amount  of  just  claims  will  not 
exceed  $100,000." 

In  every  instance  when  the  Government  acted 
upon  this  matter,  it  recognized  the  validity  of  the 
promises  of  indemnity,  to  the  friendly  Creeks  for 
**  losses  and  injuires,"  without  quibble  or  equivo- 
cation. ' 

This  being  so,  the  language  of  Gkneral  Pinckney 
is  important.  What  was  it?  I  will  not  repeat  it, 
as  it  IS  already  stated  verbatim.  But  1  will  ask,  is 
it  a  promise  of  partial  indemnity,  a  promise  that 
apart  shall  be  paid,  and  part  left  unpaid?  No, 
no.  In  war  ourselves,  needing  their  service,  their 
vedor,  and  assistance,  it  was  an  explicit  promise 
from  an  authorized  quarter,  of  full  pay  for  all  losses 
and  injuries  sustained,  as  well  as  full  respect  for 
their  landed  possessions,  after  peace  was  made. 
This  last  promise  vfas  shamefully  violated,  and  the 
first,  now,  after  thirty-eight  years,  is  still  unful- 
filled. 

But  was  there  coupled  with  the  promise  of 
Pinckney  any  provision  as  to  how  the  losses  should 
be  ascertained  ?  No.  Then,  how  were  they  as- 
certained? In  the  first  place,  under  instruction 
of  the  Government  to  the  agent,  our  own  officer, 
Benjamin  Hawkins,  who  dieid  before  he  completed 
the  mvestigatioQ;  but  who  r^orted  before  he  died 
$78,360  75  of  good  claims  for  losses,  &c.,  and  his 
distinct  acknowledgment,  that  the  investigation 
was  not  concluded,  and  how  many  more  remained 
he  did  not  know,  but  he  guessed  |100,000  would 
cover  the  whole  amount. 

What  was  this  guess  worth  ?  We  will  see;  but 
if  I  may  speak  in  anticipation  of  the  argument,  I 
must  say  it  has  proved,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  case  has  been  treated,  as  of  so 
much~value,  that  the  truth,  fidelity,  and  honor  of  the 
Government,  have  been  periled  upon  jt  for  thirty- 
eight  years,  and  for  thirty-eight  years  they  have 
been  sacrificed.  What  was  this  guess  ox  agent 
Hawkins  worth?  It  was  hald  at  that  day,  worth 
nothing.  Of  the  |100,000  it  expressed,  only  |85»000 
was  appropriated,  and  that  not  in  full,  and,  the 
Government  appointed  a  successor  who  proceeded, 
not  upon  the  guess,  but  according  to  instructions, 
and  liquidated  clearly,  the  amounts  of  loss,  admit- 
ting the  valid,  and  rejecting  the  spurious  accounts. 
The  process  of  examination  was  by  the  Chiefs 
and  our  own  agent,  and  was  satisfactory.  Impu- 
tation has  never  been  thrown  upon  this  settlement. 
We  hear  of  no  complaint  at  that  day,  except  that 
it  was  more  than  the  first  agent  guessed.  It  was 
consummated  in  accordance  with  Uie  solemn  prom- 
ise of  theGk>vernment,and  in  obedience  to  her  in- 
structions, and  under  her  own  eye  and  guidcmce. 
And  shall  we  take  the  guess  of  our  agent,  because 
it  is  in  our  favor,  against  the  sworn,  full  investiga- 
tion of  the  same  subject-matter,  under  the  same 
instructions,  of  another  agent,  his  successor  ?  It 
would  exhibit  us,  anxious  indeed,  to  escape  and 
repudiate  our  solemn  obligations  to  a  helpless  and 
dependent  people. 

But  it  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  1824  that  finally  drove  these  Indians 
to  despair.  It  was  enough  to  have  driven  them 
to  insanity,  if  preposterous  injustice  could  have 
efiected  such  a  result.  It  was  certainly  enough  to 
satisfy  them  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  white 
man's  honor,  to  his  dependent  Indian  neighbor, 
upon  any  question  of  interest.  That  committee, 
not  satisfied  with  preposterously  adopting  the 
doubts  thrown  upon  the  returns  of  agent  Mitchell, 
after  full  investigation,  in  consequence  of  the 
$100,000  guess  of  his  predecessor,  goes  back  to  a 
statement  ot*  that  same  predecessor,  made  in  1614, 
at  the  conclusion  of  peace,  two  years  anterior,  in 
which  Hawkins  states,  that  **he  beUetedatthe  time 
,^  of  the  drawing  qfthe  lines  of  the  lands  for  the  treaty, 

*  $60,000  wou)d  have  been  received  as  an  eauiv- 
<  alent,  and  concludes,  that  after  such  a  belie?  ex- 

*  pressed  as  that,  no  more  than  the  $85,000  should 

*  be  paid." 

The  $60,000  expression  had  reference,  it  is  rea- 
sonable, at  least,  to  suspect,  in  a  letter  so  confused- 
ly written ,  to  the  equivalent  for  the  lands  of  which 
these  friendly  Indiana  were  despoiled.    But  even 


supposing  it  referred  to  indemnity  for  p«ie^ 
losses,  still,  the  same  agent, after  partial  'mm^sk, 
tion ,  admits,  two  years  afterwaids,  over |7S^Q^ 
estinuites  there  mu«t  be  $100,000  of  good  dtifBui 
indemnity — and  acknowledges  the  inveitinttf^ 
altogether  incomplete;  and  also,  that  theUpM 
Towns,  which  have  much  the  lareer  ehaiUjitiiii 
refused  to  hold  intercourse  with  mm  en  tk«  mIk 
ject,  m  consequence  of  their  resistance  to  the  Id. 
justice  of  the  treaty,  which  despoilf  them  «( tks 
lands  without  equivalent  or  compensatieo. 

Sir,  I  will  argue  it  no  further.    Let  tu  do  &> 
act  of  hiatioe,  long,  too  long,  and  too  A 
d^yed.    The  account  I  herewith  state: 
1.  Amounts  liqirid«t«<l  ft>r  tlmier  Town»,  m 

817. 


Furt  Hawkins,  in  July.  1817.    i|77,S73  51 
Deduct  this  amount,  paiii  at  tlM 
same  time 31,089  00 

3.  Amoonts  liquidated  for  Lower 
Towns,  at  Port  Hawkins,  ia 

July,  1817 29,77500 

Deduct  tliis  amount,  paid  at 
same  time 11,910  00 

3.  Miscellflneoas   claims,    K^« 

dated  at  Fort  Hawains,  in 

Jii»y,  1817 27,157  00 

Deduct  ^is  sum,  |>aid  to  tbese 
claims 19^00 

4.  Amount  liquidated  at  the  agen- 

cyinlBie 49^00 

Deduct  this   amotmt,  paid  to 
these  claims 19,8I9<0 


W0» 


ITKft 


9S,7Iitf 
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It  is  proved  they  lost  to  that  amount.  It  coe- 
tains  no  estimate  of  the  hardships  endtred,  the 
blood  that  was  sp^lt,  and  the  lives  lost  bj  ihm, 
in  a  war  where  their  brother  Indians  pumediiai 
with  more  bitter  violence  than  the  whjtei,  lo  the 
destruction  of  their  towns,  their  women,  ai4du!- 
dren,  and  in  a  war  in  our  own  behalf.' Neiber 
does  it  contain  any  estimate  for  a  half  ceotorjef 
interest.  We  are  able  to  pay,  and  shodd  mfi 
to  ask,  after  thirty-eight  years,  whether  it  ia  proptr 
to  do  it  in  a  deficiency  bill,  or  in  some  other  ^\t 
critics  on  petty  etiquette)  more  formal  legiskn 
method. 

Mr.  BROOKS  obtained  the  floor,  bat  viddtdto 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  who  said:  I  would  Halt  to 
the  House,  if  they  desire  to  be  further  infonsri 
with  regard  to  this  subject,  that  by  refereott  w 
the  last  part  of  this  volume,  (the  report  of  tk 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,}  and  toe  Ust  con- 
munication  but  one  of  the  Indian  Bareaa,  the; 
will  find  a  full  statement  of  the  case;  and  aAcf 
the  perusal  of  that  statement,  there  could  not  fX- 
ist  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleioan  vboii 
disposed  to  do  justice  in  the  ^ase,  that  weoogbt 
to  pay  this  claim. 

Mr.  FREEMAN.  I  move  that  the  gendnBJii 
from  Arkansas  have  the  unanimous  consent  of  li* 
House  to  go  on  with  his  explanation  in  thi«  im^ 
ter.  He  seems  to  be  well  informed  in  rebiiop  b> 
it;  and  in  my  opinion,  the  time  of  the  corooiiKjK 
could  not  be  better  occupied  than  in  reccnnj"^ 
information.  I  'hope  there  will  be  no  objectioB  to 
giving  him  a  quarter  of  an  hour  more. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  committee  l»«  w 
right  to  grant  this  privilege.  The  House !»«  «■ 
cided  that  debate  shall  be  closed  in  iwohoaijt 
and  the  committee  muat  execute  the  order  of  J» 
House. 

Mr.  FREEMAN.  I  understand  it  i«  «»?«• 
tent  for  the  House,  by  unanimous  conaent,losa^ 
pend  the  rules  at  any  time.  «. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Not  in  committee.  Tw 
gentleman  from  New  York  will  proceed. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Mr.  Chairman,!  had  hopj. 
when  this  deficiency  bill  was  taken  up  for  coo*' 
eradon,  that  debate  upon  it  would  be  confined  w 
the  merits  of  the  bill  itself.  .  . 

Mr.  MEADE,  (interrupting.)  Surely  it »» 
the  power  of  this  committee,  by  unanimoos  coo- 
sent,  to  grant  the  gentleman  from  Arkansw  j*"- 
JoHVsONl  the  privilege  to  proceed  with  bs  it- 
marks.  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  committee 
have  that  power.  .  v^i 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chaff  is  rerydecrfea 
in  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  competent  forthecoe- 
mittee  to  grant  rt. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  The  gtDj^ 
must  be  aware  that  this  committetcanooi  «S«» 
the  rules  of  Uit  House. 
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Mr.  MEtADEL  It  ia  eompttent  for  tha  oommit- 
to  sh  here  for  half  aa  hoar  without  doing  any- 
thing; and  if  that  be  lo,  I  presume  they  can  allow 
the  geoftleraan  from  Arkansas  to  go  on  with  his 
•peech  for  half  that  time;  for  he  only  desires  fif- 
teen minutes  to  explain  this  master. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  very  dear 
in  the  opinion  that  the  committee  have  no  power 
to  allow  the  gentleman  fit>m  Arkansas  to  proceed, 
and  he  so  decides. 

Mr.  MEADE.  WeU,  sir,  if  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  committee  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas, I  will  take  an  appeal  from  the  Chair,  and 
1  do  it  to  relieve  the  Chair  from  its  decision. 

Mr.  STANLY.  In  the  event  that  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  is  overruled,  and  the  eentleman  from 
Arkansas  is  allowed  to  go  on  with  his  speech,  I 
desire  to  know  what  will  be  the  effect  of  that  de- 
cision when  the  hour  arrives  at  which  the  House 
have  ordered  the  debate  to  close?  WiH  the  Chair 
arrest  it,  or  permit  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
«till  to  have  nis  hour? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  certainly 
Arrest  the  debate  at  the  time  at  which  the  House 
lias  ordered  it  to  close. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Under  these  circumstances, 
of  course  I  cannot  consent  to  go  on.  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  take  the  time  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  I  hope,  however,  that  when  we'^  into 
debate  under  the  five  minutes  rule,  the  committee 
will  allow  me  to  state  some  facta  which  I  am  pre- 
cluded from  doing  now. 

The  CH  A IRM  AN.  Discussion  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  [Mr.  JoHHtON,] 
whether  document  No.  30  does  not  embrace  all  the 
facts  to  which  he  alludes  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  No,  sir,  it  does  not  embraca 
all;  but  it  embraces  enough  to  enable  gentlemen  to 
investigate  the  matter  for  themselves,  if  they  desire 
Co  do-i^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  again  re- 
jnind  gentlemen  that  debate  is  out  of  order.  The 
■^[entleman  from  New  York  will  proceed. 

Mr.  BROOKS  said:  I  was  about  to  remark  that  I 
had  hoped  that  when  this  deficienc^r  bill  came  up, 
there  would  be  a  free,  open,  and  legilifnate  discus- 
sion upon  its  merits.  I  had  hoped  that  the  honor- 
able coairman  of  the  Coimnittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  have  availed  himself  of  his  right, 
under  the  rules,  to  address  the  committee  for  one 
hour,  and  that  he  would  have  given  his  exposition 
of  the  bill,  so  that  somecue  or  clue  could  have  been 
given  to  the  discussion,  and  so  that  I  might  seem 
to  be  addressing  myself  in  reply  to  something 
which  mi^ht  have  been  said  upon  this  floor,  rather 
than  to  thmgs  which,  if  not  said  here,  are  said  else- 
where. But  the  health  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  such  that  he 
was  not  able  to  avail  himself  of  that. privilege; 
and,  therefore,  I  am  placed  in  the  somewhat  em- 
AMurrassinr  position  or  vindicating  a  bill,  which  has 
not  exactly  been  attacked  upon  the  floor  of  this 
House,  except  by  the  incidental  ramarks  yester- 
day of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Mux,]  or  some  Uke  incidental  remarks,  the 
other  day,  from  an  honorable  gentleokan  from 
Tennessee. 

BXKCXnriVJB  BtTtMATBt  AND  CONOEBttlONAL  RK- 

•POWBIBIUTT. 

I  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  estimates  of  this  Administra- 
tion, and  the  necessities  of  the  country,  that  de- 
manded them.  It  has  been  remarked,  and  trulj, 
too,  that  the  Administration  is  bound  to  make  its 
estimates,  and  is  responsible  for  them;  but  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  not  less  bound  to  vote 
those  estimates,  if  they  are  founded  upon  a  cor- 
rect judgment  of  the  necessities  of  the  country,  and 
that  in  voting  them,  it  indorses  them,  and  is  equal- 
ly responsible,  with  the  Administration,  for  them. 
This,  I  sav,  frankly  and  freely,  and  I  would  have 
no  mismiaerstanding  about  it.  It  will  not  do  to 
say,  '*  we  must  take  and  vote  the  estimates,  and 
hoM  the  Administration  atone  responsible  for  them. 
We  can  know  nothing  about  them."  It  will  not 
do,  under  our  form  of  government,  thus  to  make 
the  Liegislative  the  mere  raster  of  the  edicts  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government.  It  is  our 
business,  ourduty,to  study, to  understand,  to  com- 
prehend the  necessities  of  the  country,  as  set  forth 
m  the  estimates;  to  vote  for  therp ,  if  they  are  right, 
and  to  refuse  them,  if  they  are  wrons.  We  are 
msny  and  we  oaa  as  well  ondenland  them,  as  the 


men  who  send  them  here.  This  is  the  constitu- 
tional theory  of  the  appropriating  power  of  this 
Government.  To  the  hlxecutive  belongs  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws,  but  to  Congress  bcJongs  the 
public  purse.  If  Congress  decunes  to  make  ap- 
propriations necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment economically,  and  in  good  faith,  it  fails  in 
one  of  its  highest  duties;  and  the  Elxeoutive,  if  it 
has  made  its  statements,  and  its  recommendatione, 
is  acquitted  of  all  responsibility.  It  is  well  that 
we  who  are  in  a  large  minority  here,  with  the 
responsibility  of  an  Executive  elsewhere,  should 
have  an  understanding  about  this,  with  the  major- 
ity, and  at  the  start.  Let  there  be  no  disguise 
about  these  things,  then. 

I  repeat,  that  the  purse  of  the  nation  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  Not  a 
dollar  can  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Pres- 
ident, except  by  the  appropriation  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  whatever  appropria- 
tions are  voted  by  Confess,  Congress  Is  respon- 
sible for  them.  Aye,  sir.  Congress  has  peculiar 
advantages  over  the  Administration  in  voting 
upon  its  estimates;  for  under  our  peculiar  finan- 
cial system,  the  fiscal  year  commences  with  the 
1st  of  July  or  the  30th  of  June,  and  Congress 
acts  upon  estimates  often  some  months  after  the 
Executive  submits  them.  For  example,  the  esti- 
mates upon  >vhich  we  shall  be  called  to  act  when 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  comes 
up  for  consideration,  are  for  the  fiscal  year  begin- 
ning Juhr  Ist,  1852,  and  ending  with  June  30th, 
1853,  ana  were  made,  in  part,  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  September  or  October  Iwt,  and  sent  to  the 
Executive  in  November  last,  being  one  year  and 
seven,  eight,  or  nine  months  ahead  of  their  final  ex- 

Eenditure,  June  30th,  1853.  The  Executive  must 
ave  his  estimates  printed  and  on  our  tables  the 
very  day  we  meet  in  December— estimates  upon 
which  we  shall  not  probably  act  before  July  or 
August  next.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  and  it 
is  its  peculiar  privilege,  months  after  they  are  sub- 
mitted, to  scan  these  estimates,  and  to  judge  of 
them  by  the  experience  of  a  later  penod;  but 
when  Congress  nas  adopted  them,  Congress  be- 
comes responsible  for  them,  as  well  as  the  Execu- 
tive. Frankness  and  fair-dealing  demanded  of  me 
to  say  thus  much  here  before  we  so  further  into 
the  vote;  and  what  I  have  said,  I  hold  to  be  true 
and  legitimate  doctrine. 

WHAT  AAB  EtTIMATES? 

Now,  what  are  estimates  ?  They  are  nothing 
but  guesses,  at  best.  They  are  the  judgment  of 
men,  founded  upon  the  past  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  upon  its  past  expenditure;  of  what  is 
to  happen  hereafter,  and  what  is  to  be  the  cost  of  it. 
Upon  this  past  history,  presuming  the  future  will 
be  as  the  past  has  been,  they  make  their  estimates 
of  the  future  expenditure  of  the  Crovemment  a 
year  and  seven  or  eight  months  before  all  those 
expenditures  are  to  occur.  Now,  we  stand  on 
vantage  g^und  some  months  ahead  of  the  Exec- 
utive m  this  matter.  We  know  what  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  have  been  since  the 
time  the  estimates  were  made,  or,  at  least,  we  can 
know  if  we  desire.  It  is  impossible  for  an^  Ex- 
ecutive, unless  he  be  ffiAed  with  extraordinary  wis- 
dom or  some  foresight  divine,  to  know  a  year  and 
seven  months  ahead  what  are  to  be  all  the  actual 
expenses  of  the  Government.  If  an  Indian  war 
arises,  if  trouble  happens  upon  sortie  distant  ocean, 
if  frontier  difficulues  are  created,  if  there  be  any 
extraordinary  increase  of  the  cost  of  collecting 
revenue,  or  if  there  be  any  domestic  troubles, 
it  18  impossy)le  for  the  Executive  to  know  what 
should  be  the  exact  estimates  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  a  year  and  seven  months  ahead, 
or  even  for  Congress  to  know,  when,  at  a  later 
period,  it  is  making  its  appropriations.  ^  So  that, 
under  our  peculiar  financial  system,  which  makes 
our  fiscal  year  commence  on  the  1st  of  July  and 
end  on  the  30th  of  June  afterwards,  there  must 
always  be  deficiencies  in  some  branches  of  expend- 
iture, and  surpluses  in  others,  as  there  always 
have  been  deficiencies  and  surpluses,  most  espe- 
cially since  this  fiscal  year  has  been  substituted  for 
the  regular  year  of  the  calendar. 

DEriCIBNCT  BILLS  NO  NOVBLTIBt. 

I  have  heard  gentlemen  speak  of  this  deficiency 
bill,  which  has  appeared  in  this  House,  v  of  some- 
thing new— ^unknown  in  Congress  beforehand  as  L 
if  bSonging  peculiarly  to  thM  Administration — 
unkaown  to  any  pracediog.  'Mr.  Chairman,  if 
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this  idea,  has  taken  possession  of  the  minds  of  any 
new  member,  he  must  be  a  new  member  indeed. 
From  the  time  when  the  present  financial  sjrste^i 
was  established  down  to  the  present,  these  defi- 
ciency bills  have  appeared  on  the  stage  every  year, 
and  they  will  conUnue  to  appear  hereafter,  as  long 
as  the  Government  exists,  or  the  fiscal  year  exists 
as  it  is  now.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  tabular  tftato- 
ment  from  the  year  1844,  exhibiting  large  defi* 
ciencies  every  year,  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Polk,  and  I  shall  read  it  in  part: 

Additional  etHmattt  rendertd  by  th^  Stcretary  of  Hift 
Trtatmy,  in  eonn^Uion  with  Mc  rtpUar  tUmtin  at 
tkt  eommenctment  of  the  9e$Hons  of  Congre$$* 

Por  Uie  fiscal  year  tn4in(  aoch  Jane,  1844,  (Mr,  Spencer, 
Secretary :) 
Civil,  miBcellaneoos,  and  foreign 

int«rconrie $138,571  49 

Military  department 150,441  47 

$989,01206 

Congren  appropriated 911,970  89 


For  the  ^scal  year  endiiv  30th  June,  1845,  (Mr.  Bibb, 
retary:) 

Civil,  misicellanmaB,  aod  foreign 

Intercearse 4^176,5t03  63 

Military  department. .....  ^ 316,765  15 

#409,0689 

Congress  appropriated a 443,864  66 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  Jaoe,  1846,  (Mr.  Walker, 
Secretary :) 

Civil,  n^isceUaiieottSj  and  foreigp 

intercourse $1,000,764  91 

Military  department 980,769  34 

f  l,99d;i96  65 

Congreu  appropriated. 1,700,014  00 

Por  Uie  fiaeal  year  endlDg  30th  Jane,  1647,  (Mr.  Walker, 
Secretory:) 
Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign 

imercuiirse «...    $666,700  73 

Military  deparunent 4,703,000  00 

#5,450,700  IS 

Congress  apprapriated 7,637,071  48 

For  the  fiscal  year  eiHUng90ct)  June,  1648,  (Mr.  Walker, 
Secretary : ) 

Civil,  mitcHlaoeous,  and  foreign  ' 

intercourse $68,733  83 

Military  department. 9,009,439  74 

Navy  department 70,68180 

$10,061,844  67 

Congress  appropriated 13,315,666  88 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  30tb  June,  1840,  (Mr.  Walker, 
Secretary:) 
Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse, 

including  Mexican  indemnity $3,744,903  69 

Congress  appropriated 3,885,10361 

I  especially  be^  the  attention  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  to  uke  deficiencies  of  1847  and  1848, 
as  in  the  last  year,  a  Whig  Congress,  (Mr.  Vin- 
ton, chairman  of  the  Wavs  ana  Means,)  made 
up  for  the  deficiencies  of  Mr.  Polk  to  the  amount 
of  over  $13,300,000. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  if  that  was  not 
during  the  Mexiccui  war,  when  we  had  fiAy  thou- 
sand troops  in  the  field  ? 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Yes;  but  Congress  in  declar- 
ing war  with  Mexico,,  authorized  the  raising  of 
Uie  troops,  and  provided  the  means  of  carrying  the 
war  on.  The  gentleman,  however,  need  not  be 
afraid  of  me,  for  I  intend  fairly  to  face  all  facts, 
if  he  will  give  me  time.  If  gentlemen  will  not  in- 
terrupt me,  they  will  find  that  I  am  making  a  full, 
free,  and  fair  statements 

Now,  it  is  very  true  that  this  was  during  the 
time  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  it  was  very  proba- 
ble that  there  should  be  deficiencies,  aoubtless 
laiiger  deficiencies  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
necessary;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  on  the  13th  o^ 
May,  1846,  when  the  President  was  authorized  to 
call  into  service  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  he 
could,  in  the  December  folio  wine,  have  included 
in  his  estimates  for  the  year  ending  June,  1848, 
the  cost  of  maintaining  them.  It  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Administration — the  country  then 
being  involved  in  war — to  know  what  would  be 
the  oeficiency  a  year  and  a  half  ahead ,  as  well  then 
as  at  any  other  time.  It  knew,  that  in  order  to 
conquer  Mexico,  it  had  to  involve  the  country  in 
a  prodigious  expenditure,  and  to  brine  in  the  nM 
all  the  troops  Congress  authorized  in  May,  1846, 
and  it  was  iu  duty,  in  submitting  the  estimates 
in  December,  1846,  for  the  year  ending  June,  1848, 
to  fully,  fairly,  and  fearlessly  estimate  what  the 
cost  or  that  job  would  be,  certainly,  just  as  much 
as  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Administration  now,  a 
year  and  seven  months  ahead,  to  know  what  will 
DC  all,  and  the  exact, expenditures  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  the  now  muoh  larger  field  of  Ojrcgon  an4 
California. 
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ESTIMATES  DURING  THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

But  DOW  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  has  chosen  to  introduce  this  justification  of 
the  Mexican  war  as  a  defense  of  erroneous  esti- 
mates, 1  propose  to  follow  him  there — not  to  at- 
tack, but  to  demonstrate  that  the  leading  minds 
wad  leading  men  of  his  party-  are  as  faliible  as 
other  mortals  in  their  guesses  or  estimates.  I  did 
not  intend  to  introduce  some  facta  which  I  have 
before  me  at  all,  but  it  now  becomes  proper  to 
show,  if  war  justifies  larger  deficiency-  bills  than 
peace,  or  larger  errors  in  estimates,  the  interroga- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  proper 
and  apt. 

Mr.  Polk,  in  his  annual  message,  and  Mr. 
Walker,  in  his  Treasury  report,  December,  1846, 
stated  that  if  the  Mexican  war  continued  to  July 
Ist,  1849,  a  loan  of  $23>000,000  would  be  needed 
to  carry  the  Government  forward,  and  that  that 
would  leave  a  surplus  of  |^4,000,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury. But  Mr.  Walker,  m  his  report  of  Decem- 
ber, 1847,  asked — ^notwithstanding  this  surplus  of 
|4 ,000 ,000  that  was  to  be  in  the  Treasury — a  loan 
of  $18,500,000  additional,  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  the  same  year.  The  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  r^portea  his  loan  bill  as  asked 
for— that  is,  for  $18,600,000.  This  Mr.  Walker, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then,  gladdened  the 
country  witn  a  letter  to  Congress,  stating  that  he 
had  made  the  fortunate  discovery  of  an  errdr,show- 
ine  the  Treasury  to  have  nearly  seven  millions  of 
d(3lar8  more  than  stated  in  his  annual  report.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  then  reauced  that 
loan  of  $18,500,000  to  $12,000,000,  to  carry  out 
that  fortunate  discovery.  But,  before  the  country 
was  gladdened  fully  with  this  most  satisfactory 
announcement,  as  early  as  January,  1848,  thp 
Secretary.of  the  Treasury  sent  to  the  House  an- 
other statement,  saying  tnat  when  the  first  letter 
was  sent  in,  he  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Marcy  had 
called  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  $4,000,000,  to  supply  a  deficiency,  which  was 
necessary  in  his  (the  War^  Department,  and  there- 
fore, that  the  sixteen  million  loan  would  be  neces- 
sary. This  sum  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  reported,  and  Congress  acted  accorain?ly. 
Now,  I  do  not  mean  to  censure  Mr.  Walker,  or  Mr. 
Polk's  fidministration,  for  this  wild  guessing,  this 
blundering  by  millions,  unless  it  be  intended  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  they  had  the  Dower  of  foreseeing 
all  the  actual  expenditures  oT  the  war,  exactly 
what  it  would  cost  the  country,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty,  therefore,  to  make  estimates  that  would 
not  admit  of  any  possible  deficiency;  but  I  do 
mean  to  say,  that  no  administration,  throughout 
our  whole  history,  has  ever  exhibited  such  a  want 
of  apprehension  of  its  own  means  as  that  did — mil- 
lions at  fi  time,  or  such  a  want  of  comprehension 
of  the  great  task  it  had  undertaken,  in  c-onquerinr 
peace  with  Mexico.  At  one  time  it  blundered 
upon  seven  millions  of  hitherto  undiscovered  trea- 
sure, but  at  another  time  the  cruel  Secretary  of 
War  had  robbed  it  of  four  millions  of  its  precious 
means  and  receipts.  The  war,  it  is  clear,  or  rather 
the  cost  of  it,  had  utterly  bewildered  Mr.  Polk, 
Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Marcy,  and  all  who,  in  Wash- 
ington, had  been  carrying  it  on. 

Equally  erroneous  were  the  estimates  of  Mr. 
Polk\  administration  for  the  expenditures  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  July  1st,  1848.  The  Government 
set  them  down  to  be  $45,781,784;  but  in  only  the 
first  seven  months  of  that  fiscal  year,  the  estimates 
were  changed  and  run  up  to  $62,783^660.  The 
Secretary  of  War  then  estimated  his  expenses,  for 
the  fiscal  year,  at  $23,938,000,  but  in  the  session 
of  1847  and  1848,  he  asked  for  an  additional  ex- 
penditure of  over  $14,033,434,  an  addition  of  more 
thaji  the  yearly  expenses  of  the  Government  during 
John  Q,uincy  Adams's  administration. 

I  repeat  that  I  do  not  intend  to  censure  Mr. 
Polk,  Mr.  Walker,  or  Mr.  Marcy,  but  I  do  intend 
to  say,  thot  if  gentlemen  suppose  that  this  Admin- 
istration can  calculate  or  estimate  better  than  did 
the  last,  they  require  more  of  us  than  they  did 
themselves;  and  they  pay  us  a  compliment  we 
ought  to  thank  them  for. 

The  Cluartermaster  General,  Jesup,  submitted 
to  Mr.  Marcy  a  statement  of  his  deficiencies,  upon 
the  4th  of  November,  1847,  and  there  were 
then  arrearages  in  his  department,  for  which  he 
estimated  $7,500,000;  and  for  clothing,  camp,  and 
garrison  equipage,  $960,000  more;  making  in  all 
n^Iy  $^460,000— a  sum  necessary  for  him  as  a 
deficiency.    He  estimated  the  expenditure  for  the 


next  fiscal  year,  for  his  own,  the  quartermaster's 
department,  to  be  over  $19,291,200.  This  defi- 
ciency and  this  estimate  was  taken  to  Mr.  Polk. 
He  was  frightened  by  the  magnitude  of  them,  and 
it  is  within  the  history  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means — ^not  tlie  present  comtnittee — that  Mr. 
Polk  compelled  Greneral  Jesup  to  cut  down  his  ar- 
rearages from  $7,500,000  to  $5,000,000,  and  his 
clothing  and  camp  equipage  from  $960,000  to 
$600,000;  so  that  instead  of  $8,460,000,  only 
$5,600 jOCK)  were  given;  and  the  estimate  of  the 
quartermaster  general  for  the  year  was  cut  down 
to  $14,250,000.  But  on  the  3d  of  February,  soon 
afterwards — for  these  estimates  were  sent  in  De- 
cember— Mr.  Marcy  writes  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  that  he  wants,  and  must  have, 
$360,000  for  the  clothing  department,  which 
brought  back  the  sum  necessary,  then,  to  General 
Jesup 's  original  estimate,  $960,000.  Now,  I  state 
these  great  facta  in  no  carping  spirit,  nor  with  any 
love  for  crimination  or  recrimination,  but  to  show 
that  deficiencies  must  exist,  as  they  have  existed 
under  an  administration  peculiarly  beloved  by  the 
party  now  dominant  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  to  ask  that  party  to  bear  in  mind,  that  they 
always  will  exist  unless  the  hi^h  officers  of  the 
Government  are  gifted  with .  ubiquity,  omnipres- 
ence, omniscience,  and  omnipotence,  to  control  all 
tlie  elements,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  war  and 
of  peace.  ♦ 

deficicncics  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  our  deficiencies  alone 
confined  to  the  executive  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment? I  have  in  my  hand  now,  a  letter  from  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  directed  to  the  Committee  of 
Wa^s  and  Means,  in  which  he  asks  for  $100,000 
deficiency  for  the  estimates  of  the  expenoitures  of 
this  House,  $75,000of  which,  are  in  the  deficiency 
bill  which  you  now  have  underconsideration.  And 
if  the  House  itself  cannot  judge  of  its  own  ex- 
penditures, does  not  know  its  own  means,  spends 
more  than  it  has  voted,  let  us  not  hear  one  word 
from  this  House,  or  the  majority  in  it,  against 
another  branch  of  the  Government,  which  can 
spend  not  a  cent  but  as  it  is  appropriated.  I  ^ill 
read  the  letter: 

Uoc»E  or  REraBSERTA.TiVBi,  Janmtay  15, 18S3. 

Sir  :  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  ^209,971 
was  appromiated  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Roprescntatives  for  the  present  fiscal  year.  Prior 
to  the  meeting  of  Congress,  there  had  been  expended  Ihe 
sum  of  ^144,500,  and  !<ince  that  lime  there  has  been  ex- 
pended the  sum  of  ^33.^0,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $32,250  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  for 
the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30th  day  of  June 
next. 

It  has  been  reported  to  this  office  that  the  sum  of  $50,000 
will  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses  of  printing  alone ;  and 
I  would,  tlierefbre,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of 
^100,000  be  provided  in  the  deficiency  bill  to  meet  the  con- 
Uncent  expenses  of  the  House. 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  FORNEY. 

Hon.  GborokS.  Houston, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Way  and  Meant. 

MILITARY   EXPENDITURES — THE   QUARTERMASTER'S 

DEPARTMENT. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  come  to  the  expenses 
of  the  quartermaster's  department,  for  whicn  there 
are  large  appropriations  in  the  deficiency  bill;  but 
at  the  threshold,  I  be^  the  House  to  remember, 
that  every  cent  of  deficiency  here  com^s  from  cut- 
ting down  the  estimates  last  year  $2,315,000,  for 
the  pruning-knife  was  run  in  there  deep  the  last 
session  of  the  last  Congress!  Indeed,  there  is  no 
deficiency  in  the  quartermaster's  department  this 
yeur,  save  as  it  arises  from  the  cutting  down  of  his 
estimates  last  year  without  rhyme  or  reason,  as 
we  see  now.  It  is  almost  impossiSle,  I  will  re- 
mark here,  to  comprehend  the  expenditures  of  this 
department,  unless  we  are  willing  to  give  them  a 
fair  and  a  full  consideration.  I  must  confess,  that 
when  the  quartermaster  general's  estimates  were 
submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
at  the  last  Congress,  of  which  committee  I  was  a 
member,  their  magnitude  struck  my  attention,  and 
almost  aflfrighted  me.  I  could  not  comprehend 
them,  and  I  sympathized,  for  the  time  being,  with 
the  indignant  remarks  which  I  heard  from  gentle- 
men upon  all  sides  of  the  House  respecting  them. 
But  this  state  of  feeling  arose  from  a  want  of 

f  roper  study  of  the  whole  subject  upon  my  part, 
did  not  comprehend  the  growth  and  grandeur  of 
this  country.  I  #id  not  appreciate  the  mi^^hty  fact, 
that  since  1845,  the  time  from  which  these  ex- 
penditures had  so  much  increased,  that  these 
United  States  have  been  more  than  doubled  in 


their  area  and  extent;  and  that  whereat,  bc&fi 
the  Mexican  war,  we  may  be  said  to  have  hi4^ 
one  United  States,  one  R^ubltc,  we  hate  noT,u 
it  were,  two  United  States,  two  Repubbct,  at 
have  added  to  us  a  territory  twice  as  nu|:e  u  ik 
old  United  States  .of  America  were  in  184S. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  computation  table  of  q» 
area  of  the  States,  Territories,  organized  vA  m. 
organized ,  in  the  United  States,  which  thowi  um 
interesting  and  important  facts: 

Twenty-nine  old  States,  (excludinf  Texas  aod 

California l/nfi 

NEW  TERRrroniEi. 

Califoniia  and  New  Mexico satjfn 

Texas X>fi» 

Oregon 341,463 

1,ISQ^ 

Northwest  Territory,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  is- 

eluding  Minnesota, and  tioundod south  b^Iowt 

and  the  Platte  river,  aud  west  by  the  Bock; 

Mountains 74^% 

Indian  Tenitory,  west  uf  Missouri  aud  Arkuuu, 

aud  south  of  Platte  river %lBJBi 

Nomber  of  square  milea  in  the  United  Stales....  I^IM 

Showing  these  two  new  States,  New  Mexieoiaj 
Oregon,  only  to  have  an  area  in  square  nilcix/ 
119,131  more  than  the  twenty-nine  oM  Stam of 
the  Republic ! 

Thus  we  have,  since  1845,  more  than  dnbled 
the  area  of  territory  that  our  army  has  to  deioi 
and  protect,  and  doubled  it,  too,  amoni;  ongo, 
dwelling  in  wildernesses,  or  on  rooantaiM,  ud 
in  fastnesses  almost  inaccessible  to  our  tnopi. 
Now,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  it  if  to  be  ex- 
pected that  in  nearly  all  branches  of  tkii  G«f 
ernment,a8  the  country  increases,  its  expenditafei 
will  increase  in  proportion  to  its  territory-ar' 
tainly  its  army  expenditures  in  proportioo  lo  itt 
territory,  and  more  too;  for  that  very  incwKof 
territory  increases  its  difficulties  and  dQtiB,iBd 
aggravates  its  outlays.  And  this,  in  pa(,ii  tht 
great  secret  of  the  enormous  expenditure  n  ^ 
cluartermaster 's  department.  The  military  pM 
in  the  United  States  in  1845  were  only  lerentr- 
eight,  the  westernmost  of  which  was  FortWuk- 
ita,  on  the  Red  river;  but  in  1852  there  ait  «n 
hundred  aiA  eighteen  militanr  posts  and  arMvit 
The  following  is  the  length  of  oar  frontier,  in  fsrt, 
the  Mexican  frontier  having  to  be  protected  oaiff 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo: 

Length  of  Mexican  frontier 1)100  miia. 

Length  of  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico  3,500   " 

Length  of  Pacific  sea-coast. ItfiSO    ^ 

One  of  the  most  forcible  anjumefils  wlucliGtfr 
eral  Jesup  has  made  to  this  House,  in  hit  report, 
to  show  the  necesi^ry  magnitude  of  hia  eipeodi* 
tures,  is  the  colored  map,  which  he  has  apModcd 
to  the  quartermaster's  report,  by  which  he  not 
only  shows  the  overland  transportation,  hi9hon«i 
mules,  and  wafons  have  to  pierform,  botalaoi^ 
there  are  now  four  or  six  frontiers  to  the  Uww 
States,  whereas  before  there  were  only  two  of 
three.  There  is  the  frontier  of  the  Pacific,  tto 
the  Mexican  and  Ore^n  frontier,  the  inner  fnt 
tier,  this  side  of  the  Sierra  Madre  moaniaiot,  w 
the  frontier  beyond  Missouri,  fall  of  t$n^  w 
wild  Indians,  so  that  1  may  say,  I  think,  wi»ho* 
exaggeration,  that  as  exalted  as  the  Roman  Eap"* 
was,  m  its  proudest  day;  far  and  wide  as  tie  !■• 
penal  eagle  went,  and  momentous  and  <>Sp*7^ 
me  as  were  its  achievements;  equally  u^^e  uft* 
cuTties,  savages  ten  times  more  ferocious  ^ £•■ 
or  Briton,  are  now  met  by  the  soldiers  and  o§w« 
of  this  country,  in  the  wide  extent  of  pott**"* 
they  have,  extending  from  the  Arostook,inMa«| 
to  Port  Wilkin,  on  Lake  Superior,  w  Pujrt^ 
Sound,  in  Oregon,  and  from  the  RioGrvweto" 
source  of  the  Red  river,  in  Arkansas.  It  w  w^ 
sary  to  comprehend  this  mighty  fact  of  territonu 
extension,  in  order  to  understand  this  r*^*j| 
penditure  of  the  quartermaster's  d«f*'?°'*5LJI 
is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  military  pwi 
are  nearly  doubled ;  that  the  territory  has  n»re  tm 
doubled ;  and  also  the  other  most  essential  foct,  tflii 
in  1845  almost  all  the  quartermasier'a  pojtt  ^ 
accessible  by  steam-boats,  the  one  fartbeit  « 
(Port  Scott)  being  within  ninety;  miles  from  •»»• 
boat  navigation,  and  that,  too,  in  a  »*8J^T°? 
supplies  could  be  obuined  in  its  neifhbortwwu 
Port  Washita,  in  the  Chickasaw  country,  M^r^w 
Red  river,  was  the  only^  outpost  dep^T^^yPf 
the  interior  for  its  supplies,  and  it  was  only  e^" 
six  mUes  from  the  depot,  where  it  wts  ««PP»«" 
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Pack  and  wagon  have  now  to  go  hundreds  and 
lundreda  of  miles.  Supplies  in  some  places  have 
:o  ^o  over  a  Chnusnnd  miles  by  land.  There  is  not 
.n  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  California,  or  in 
the  yet  unsettled  parts  of  Texas,  even  an  ordinary 
lurnpike  road,  ihave  no  lime,  however,  to  enter 
fully  into  these  difficulties  of  the  Quartermaster 
general,  but  they  are  obvious  to  tne  eye  in  his 
map,  and  brought  home  to  all  the  senses  in  the 
details  of  his  report. 

The  cost  of  transportation  from  the  dep6Xs  on 
ihe  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  ports  in  New  Mexico, 
has  been  tested  to  be  (^  a  hundred  for  the  sup- 
plies actually  delivered  in  a  sound  state.  No  gen- 
tleman can  have  a  proper  idea  of  the  magnitude  of 
that  Quartermaster's  department,  unless  he  will 
carefully  look  over  the  reports  of  sub-officers, 
appended  to  the  quartermaster's  report.  The 
prodigious  operations  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment may  be  illustrated  at  the  post  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  alone — and  from  4his  movement 
in  Texas,  the  movements  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
westward,  may  be  guessed  at  also. 

Slolemenl  »kowlng  the  overation*  of  tke  (luartermatttrU 
JMpartmemt  at  San  jintoniOf  Texat^  during  tke  fiaeat 
year  ending  June  30, 1851.  under  tke  direetion  •/  Brevet 
Major  E.  B.  Bahbiti,  jtuUtant  Quartermaster,  United 
Statet  mSrmU' 

8«ntflrointhrs  post  darinc  the  yesr 98oxwasAiM, 

Seotftomtuia  post<iiiriagtbe year.. ..759  mule  ** 

Toul 850  wn;ont, 

of  which  75Q  were  Goreroment  male  wagoot,  and  98 1 
tractoTM'  ox  wagons. 

With  the  Government  wagons  were  seat  50  principal 
ttfrnoMers  an4  780  tenrnMei;^ 

The  Government  wrafons  were  employed  in  traniiporting 
company  and  ofAeen'  bagfafe,  subsistence,  qiiarterroas- 
terN%  medical,  ordnauce,  and  other  stares  to  the  different 
military  post>i. 

The  contractors*  wasons  were  employed  in  transporting 
public  supplies  (chiefly  forage)  to  the  diiTerent  military 
posts. 

By  ihecontraeton'  wafoos  were  (brwanled  69,900  pounds 
of  subsistence  stores,  185,000  pounds  of  quartermasterf ' 
stores,  and  185  pounds  of  ordnance  stores. 

Hy  the  Goverament  wagons  were  fbrwarded   about 

170,700  pounds  of  banage,  1,360,000  pounds  of  subsistence 

•tores,  349,557  pounds  of  quartermasters'  stores,  28,000 

-   pounds  of  medical  storeo,  and  1^,650  pounds  of  ordnance 

stores. 

Total  number  of  pounds  transported  by  wagons  from  this 
po»t,  3,185,99a. 

For  this  transportation  were  employed  946  men,  4,790 
nuies,  633  oxen,  and  73  horses.         E.  B.  BABBITT, 
Brevet  Major  and  Jheittant  i^uartemuuter* 

Assistant  QuAaTRBMASTRa^s  OrricR, 

San  Antonio,  Txxas,  June  30, 1851. 

Now,  looking  at  all  of  these  facts,  I  take  pleas- 
ure in  saying  tlkat,  though  I  was  affrighted  at  first 
by  the  quartermaster  general  *8  esUmates,  I  do 
beKeve,  and  I  say  it^  though  that  gentleman  is  op- 

Kosed  to  me  in  politics,  that  Major  General  Jesup 
as  discharged  a  most  trying  and  difficult  duty 
with  rreat  fidelity  to  the  Government,  with  as 
careful  a  regard  for  the  public  interest  as  he  would 
have  done,  or  could  have  done,  if  he  bad  been 
transacting,  on  a  scale  sa  large,  his  own  private 
business, 4Lnd  that  it  has  been  the  most  emoarras- 
«ing,  annoying,  and  trying  duty  ever  imposed 
upon  a  quartermaster,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  period, 
«ince  the  extension  of  the  Roman  Government 
through  the  regions  of  Gaul  and  Briton,  and  over 
the  Bosphorus  in  the  E^t. 

MIUTART  POSTS  AND  IKDIANS. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  propose  to  show  the 
necessity  for  some  of  these  posts  which  have  been 
establisned.  I  first  come  to  the  State  of  Texas, 
where  no  small  portion  of  our  liule  army  is  sta- 
tioned, and  I  propose  to  show  that  there  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  stationing  of  these  forces  there. 
The  number  of  Indians  stated  to  be  in  Texas,  by 
our  official  an9  unofficial  reports,  much  vary.  The 
Cumanches  in  some  quarters  are  stated  to  be  twenty 
thousand  in  number.  The  Lipans  are  estimated 
at  five  hundred.  There  ore  Wacoes,  Keechies, 
Caddoes,  Andaicos,  lonies,  Shawanees,  and  other 
unnamed  tribes.  There  are  fierce  and  wild  tribes,  I 
am  told,  not  even  reported  by  our  Indian  Depart- 
ment, or  not  yet  discovered  by  our  Indian  agents. 
The  Indians  m  Texas,  I  am  authorized  to  say, 
by  the  honorable  member  from  eastern  Texas, 
[Mr.  ScuRRT,]  who  has  been  much  in  the  Indian 
country,  number,  in  the  lowest  estimate,  twenty 
thousand,  and  they  arc  Indians  of  a  warlike 
and  ferocious  character.  Our  Indian  relations 
with  Texas  are  fearfully  embarrassed  by  the  fact 
that  we  have  no  land  there  •*  to  reset  ve"  for  tbem, 
and  that  the  Texan  surveyors  and  chain  bearers 
march  upon  Indian  territory,  and  take  it  without 


purchase  or  treaty.  This  brings  the  settlements 
of  Texas  into  constant  collision  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  The  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  imposes 
upon  us  the  onerous,  dangerous,  and  trying  duty 
of  not  only  protecting  our  own  settlements  from 
Indian  invasion,  but  of  protecting  the  Mexican 
frontier  also,  seventeen  nundred  miles  long;  and 
the  ''expense  of  that  is  enormous.  Besides  this, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor  of 
Texas,  to  be  found  in  documents  too  long  for  me 
to  read  now,  posts  have  been  stationed  from  the 
Red  river,  ab«ut  where  it  is. crossed  by  the  thirty- 
fourth  parallel  of  latitude,  alons  to  £1  Paso — a 
distance  of  six  or  seven  hundred  miles — posts  in 
the  utter  wilderness,  and  upon  the  prairie,  and 
pQUta  along  the  Rio  Grande — eight  or  nine  hundred 
miles  more — making  a  frontier,  in  Texas  alone,  to 
be  protected  from  the  Indians,  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
hundred  miles.  But,  sir,  besides — under  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo— being  pledged  to 
protect  the  Mexicans  from  nomadic  Indians,  there 
IS  also  imposed  upon  this  Government  the  yet 
higher  duty  of  guarding  the  frontier  of  Mexico 
from  Texan  invasions.  The  scenes  which  have 
been  lately  transacted  upon  the  Rio  Grande — the 
filibuster  scenes — have  been  a  disgrace  to  this 
Government — not  a  disgrace  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  this  Government  but  a  disgrace  to  the 
Government  that  has  not  provided  the  Executive 
with  sufficient  means  to  guard  that  frontier  from 
American  invasion.  We  have  solemnly  stipu- 
lated, by  the  highest  obligations,  under  the  most 
solemn  sanction,  the  preservation  of  the  Mexican 
frontier  from  American  invasion,  and  yet  constant- 
ly there  have  been  going  there  robbers  and  ban- 
dits— for  that  is  the  name  of  those  persons,  who 
have  been  faithless  to  their  coantry,  faithless  to 
the  American  fiag,  reckless  of  treaties,  and  reck- 
less of  national  and  personal  honor — persons  bet- 
ter fitted  by  fhr  to  be  Mexicans,  than  to  be 
protected  by  the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  American 
flag.  It  is  our  duty — it  is  the  duty  especially  of 
the  northern  people,  to  protect  that  frontier,  and 
to  stand  by  the  treaty  at  all  hazards.  If  that  fs 
not  protected,  and  the  American  boundary  is  ex- 
tended there  beyond  our  present  limits,  then  comes 
another  question  of  annexation,  the  annexation 
of  a  Sierra  Madre  republic  upon  the  Southern 
side — about  two  or  three  States;  and  as  an  ofi*set 
then,  Canadian  annexation  upon  the  northern  side, 
with  States  six  or  seven  in  number.  General  Persi- 
fer  Smith,  in  a  document  which  I  have  before  me, 
urges  the  like  establishment  of  posts  along  the  Gila 
and  eastward  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Six  hundred 
cavalry  and  four  hundred  infantry  he  demanded 
there,  and  he  said  there  was  being  an  imperious  ne- 
cessity for  them.  The  like  necessity  is  ui^ed  for 
having  posts  established  in  New  Mexico.  The  lust 
news  from  Texas  and  New  Mexico  demonstrates 
that  the  frontiers  of  both  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
are  entirely  unsafe  at  this  moment  for  the  want  of 
sufficient  protection  from  this  Government.  The 
news  by  the  last  mail  is  full  of  wars,  full  of  the 
sacrifice  of  human  life,  in  Texas  especially,  but  in 
New  Mexico  as  well  as  in  Texas.  There  are  es- 
timated to  be  thirty  thousand  Indians  iu  New 
Mexico,  and  ten  taousand  nomadic,  wandering 
Indians  upon  the  borders  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico.  It  is  stated  by  Governor  Calhoun — I 
vouch  him  for  authority,  though  I  cannot  vouch 
for  the  fact — that  amongst  that  wild,  unsettled, 
and  nomadic  population  of  Indians — pueblos  and 
half  civilized  Mexicans,  there  are  only  three  hun- 
dred real  American  citizens  in  New  Mexico,  un- 
connected with  the  army,  (see  dispatch  No.  58m 
to  the  Hon.  Luke  Lea.)  Hence  you  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  armed  force  for  protection .  The  service 
of  officers  and  soldiers  in  New  Mexico  is  worse 
than  any  officers  or  soldiers  ever  before  have  been 
exposefi  to,  for  it  is  constant  war  without  even  the 
shade  of  glory — constant  suffering  without  any  ap- 
preciation of  it  by  their  country.  It  can  only  oe 
compared  with  the  inglorious  Indian  wars  in  Flor- 
ida; but  worse  than  those  even,  for  the  soldier 
now  is  far  from  home,  without  comforts,  without 
necessaries  even,  beyond  the  reach  of  civilization 
or  sympathy.  Utan,  too,  is  in  a  dangerous  con- 
dition. There  are  Indians  there  interrupting  the 
lines  of  emigration  to  Oregon,  endangering  the  life 
of  every  citizen  who  travels  there,  and  hence  the 
necessity  for  protection.  Mr.  Holeman,  an  Indian 
agent,  writes  from  Fort  Laramie,  September  21, 
1851: 
«( On  my  route  to  Utah,  I  pasted  many  trains  of  eoii- 


erants,  some  for  Oregon,  some  for  California,  but  mostly  for 
umh.  I  found  many  orUieni  in  great  distress,  from  depre- 
datiensaod  robberies  conimitted  bythalmUansj  some  were 
robbed  of  all  their  provisions,  and  even  of  tbe  elottiiag  on 
their  back ;  many  bad  their  stock  stolen,  &.c." 

*  •  »  *  •  •  • 

**  f  find  mueh  excitement  among  the  Indians,  in  eonse- 
quenee  of  the  whites  seuiinf;  and  taking  possession  of  their 
country,  driving  off  and  killing  their  game,  and  in  tome  in- 
stauce«  driving  off  the  Indians  tbeni»elves. 

**  The  groot  complaint  on  this  score  is  against  the  Mor- 
mon4;  they  seem  not  to  be  satisfied  with  taking  possession 
of  Uie  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  but  are  making  ar- 
rangements to  settle  other,  and  principally  the  rich  vallies 
and  best  lands  in  the  Territory.  This  creates  much  dissat- 
isfitcfion  among  the  Imlians ;  excites  them  to  acts  of  re- 
venge ;  they  attack  emigranui,  plunder,  and  commit  murT 
der,  whenever  they  And  a  party  weak  enough  to  eoable 
them  to  do  »0|  Uiereby  making  tlie  iunocent  suffer  (ot  ii^ 
ries  done  by  others.'* 

And  bere  we  have  the  peculiar  people  of  Utah. 
Who  knows  what  they  are  doing,  or  intend  to  do  ? 
Who  can  tell  ?  Who  can  say  whether  they  recog- 
nize allc|!;iance  to  this  country  or  some  other  coun- 
try ?  Who  can  say  whether  the  kiws  can  be  en- 
forced there  without  a  regiment  or  two  to  execute 
them  ?  Now,  as  to  Oregon — and  *1  trust  the  hon- 
orable Delegate  from  Oregon  is  in  his  seat,  for  I 
am  about  to  use  his  name  as  authority — I  have  a 
statement  before  me  voudied  for  by  him,  as  com- 
ing from  a.  Mr.  Newell,  an  intelligent  old-  moun- 
taineer, that  there  are  sixty-five  tribes  of  Indians 
in  Oregon,  having  the  most  outlandish  names — 
names!  never  heard  of  until  I  looked  into  the  re- 
port he  made.  These  tribes  have  the  euphonious 
names  of  Spokans,  Oukenes^ns,  Clickitats,  Sho- 
ouolamicks,  d,c., — names,  1  will  venture  to  say, 
tnai  were  never  heard  of  by  the  great  mass  of  tne 
people  of  our  country.  The  number  of  tribes 
there  are  sixty-five,  thirty  tribes  north  of  die  Co- 
lumbia river,  and  thirty-nve  tribes  south;  and  the 
number  of  Indians  which  the  Delegate  from  Ore- 
gon [General  Lake]  estimates  to  be  in  Oregon  are 
over  30,000.  This  session  of  Congress,  the  hon- 
orable Delegate  has  strenuously  demanded  of  Con- 
gress more  protection,  and  he  has  censured  the 
Government  for  even  removing  the  rifle  regiment 
to  Texas. 

There  is  California,  too,  upon  our  hands — Cal- 
ifornia abounding  in  wealth,  and  not  less  abound- 
ing in  expenditures — the  one  so  well  equally  bal- 
ancing the  other,  that  it  often  requires  nice  arith- 
metical caloulation  to  tell  whether  the  country  'm 
gaining  or  losing,  for  the  present,  by  the  acces- 
sion. The  late  Governor  of  California  estimated 
the  number  of  Indians,  and  called  upon  the  War 
Department,  under  tliat  estimate,  for  protection, 
to  be  over  one  hundred  thousand.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  number  was  exaggerated;  but  I 
stand,  for  the  present,  upon  that  estimate.  Gov- 
ernor McDougal  writes,  March  1st,  1851,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

<*  The  Valley  of  Los  Angeles,  of  the  San  Joaquin,  of  the 
tributaries  of  Uie  Sacramento,  And  the  country  around  the 
main  sources  of  that  river,  and  the  northern  coaxt,  contain 
an  f  ndian  force  estimated  at  not  less  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand warriors,  all  animated  by  a  spirit  of  bitter  hostiliQr, 
and  whom  pacific  and  forbearing  policy  encourages  into  re- 
newe«l  acts  of  outrage. 

"  Rendered  bold  by  impunity,  and  encouraged  by  suoeesa, 
they  are  now  everywhere  rising  in  arms,  and  every  day 

brings  the  report  of  some  new  outbreak." 

******* 

"Protection  by  our  people  In  regarded  as  their  constitu- 
tional right;  it  is  about  the  only  benefit  they  can  derive 
firom  their  relation  to  die  Federal  Ctoverament,  while  their 
burdens  are  not  light  ones.'* 

COST   OF   FLORIDA   WAR. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  stop  all  parly  clamor, 
I  have  compiled  for  my  use  on  estimate  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Florida  war,  to  be  compared,  if 
necessary,  with  the  expense  of  these  numerous 
Indian  wars  now  on  our  hands.  But,  before  I 
make  the  comparison,  I  wish  to  remark,  that  if 
any  man  fancies  this  country  is  now  in  peace  with 
the  savage  tribes  around  us,  he  but  indulges  in 
fancy,  it  is  a  state  of  actual  war  wherever  you 
go,  amongst  the  western  savages  beyond  the  set- 
tlements. The  savage  is  fighting  now  not  only^ 
for  life,  for  existence,  but  for  a  home — and  for  his 
last  home  too.  He  knows,  as  well  as  you  do, 
that  you  have  shut  him  out  from  the  Pacific,  and 
that  he  can  go  West  no  further.  He  knows,  as 
well  as  you  do,  that  his  march  is  no  longer  east- 
ward, but  that  he  is  in  the  heart  of  your  territory 
now,  with  the  columns  of  emigration  pressing  him 
upon  every  side.  He  stands  not  ready,  as  here- 
tofore, to  face  you  with  formidable  numbers  in 
battle  army;  but,  with  thetomahnwk  he  cunningly 
waits  for  an  opportunity  to  scalp  you  and  your 
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ohfldren,  who  znay  be  emigrating;  to  California  or 
OresoD,  or  with  the  arrow  to  pierce  you,  or  in 
ttefllth  to  creep  upon  and  plunder  you.  War, 
war,  exists  with  the  savage  on  every  side.  There 
were  in  Florida,  durins  &e  Florida  war,  it  is  be- 
lieved, not  over  1,100  Indians,  with  a  few  negroes. 
The  appropriations  for  the  army  and  for  the 
suppreeaion  of  Indian  hostilities,  occ,  including 
all  military  operations,  were: 

In  1836. $8,111,950 

In  1837 9,308,521 

In  1838. ...10,007,546 

Total »27,428.017 

Besides  these,  there  were  subsequent  appropria- 
tions for  arrears,  and  for  pnying  the  claims  of 
States  for  services  of  militia,  &c. 

The  regular  force  in  service  in  the  United  States 
during  that  period,  averaged  7,500;  the  total  mil- 
itia force  was  about  36,000,  averaging  three  months 
service — that  is,  equal  to  9,000  men  for  the  year, 
or  3,000  for  three  years;  that  force  added  to  the 
army  would  g^ve  about  10,500  men,  at  an  average 
expense  of  $9,100,000,  or  $860  per  man.  The  least 
possible  estimates  that  ccm  be  made  of  the  cost  of 
the  Florida  war,  was  $n/)00,000  or  $13,000,000. 

The  average  force  of  the  army  for  the  three  years 
succeeding  tne  war  with  Mexico  has  been  ten 
thousand  five  hundred,  with  a  few  hundi'ed  volun- 
teers. The  estimates  have  been  under  $7,000,000 
per  annum,  and  the  appropriation  still  less.  The 
actual    expenses   probably  have   not    exceeded 

f3,500,000  per  annum,  or  not  $800  per  man.  Now, 
know  there  was  extravagance  in  the  Florida  war. 
I  know  volunteers  were  called  out  when  they  were 
not  needed.  I  know  fire-wood  was  brought  from 
the  levee  of  New  Orleans  to  Florida,  where  fire- 
wood abounded.  I  cliallenge  no  comparison  with 
such  expenditures,  justified  even  by  a  Democratic 
Administration  and  a  Democratic  Congress;  but 
what  I  do  challenge  is  a  comparison  of  the  geograph- 
ical position  of  Florida,  in  the  heart  of  our  settled 
country  almost,  accessible  by  sea  and  by  steam, 
with  comparatively  little  or  no  land  transportation 
within  the  reach  of  the  great  markets  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  northern  cities — with  the  geograph- 
ical position  of  New  Mexico,  of  Utah,  of  Texas, 
the  Upper  Rio  Grande,  and  on  her  northern 
boundary — with  the  costly,  golden  prices  of  Ore- 
gon and  California,  remote  from  cities  and  abound- 
ing in  immigrating  colonists,  enhancing  by  their 
numbers  the  value  of  everything  enormously. 
The  naval  expenses  of  the  Florida  war,  the  cost 
of  revenue  cutters  in  service  there — all  such 
charges  I  throw  out  of  account — for  the  challenged 
point  of  comparison  is  accessibility  by  water  and 
steam,  and  the  expenses  of  land  transportation. 
Now,  we  have  over-land  wagon  routes  across  a 
whole  continent,  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  Mis- 
souri, to  Pue^t*s  Sound  on  the  Pacific  ocean. 
The  Rifle  regiment  made  the  march  across  a  con- 
tinent, and  endured  more,  and  sufiTered  more,  and 
cost  more,  than  if  they  had  been  in  the  caraiMiign 
in  Mexico.  Troops,  flying  squadrons  or  dra- 
goons, are  all  the  while  scouring  and  overrunning 
what  I  may  call  the  innermost  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  service  is  with  them  all  a  service  of 
war  ;  and  yet  thev  exhibit  no  such  expenditures 
as  these  incurred  here  at  home,  in  subduing  only 
eleven  hundred  Indians  in  Florida. 

Q17ARTCRM4tTBR's  EXPENDITURES. 

The  expenses  of  transportation,  of  forage,  and 
in  (act  everything  in  California,  are  often  ten  times 
greater  than  in  other  parts  of  this  country;  but 
California  is  not  Jess  a  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  not  less  our  duty  to  protect  her  people, 
in  each  and  every  quarter,  from  the  Indians,  as 
much  as  if  these  Indians  were  in  Tennessee,  New 
York,  or  Alabama.  I  have  before  me  a  paper,  too 
long  to  read,  containing  all  the  expenditures  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  for  a  large  number  of 
years.  Those  expenditures  have  been  larger  for 
a  long  time,  than  they  have  shown  upon  theurface, 
in  the  estimates,  es{>ecially  during,  and  in  conse- 
quence of,  the  Mexican  war,  from  a  system  too 
complicated  for  rae  hereto  explain,  because  I  have 
not  time  to  do  so.  But  the  actual  expenditures  of 
the  quartermaster's  department^  for  tne  year  end- 
ing^  30th  June,  1849--the  closing  year  of  Mr. 
Polk's  Administration—were  $6,090,976.  Mr. 
Polk  estimated  (peace  estimates,  June  30, 1848,) 
$4,430,000.    Congress  (August  18,  1848)  appro- 

Eriated  only  $3,940,000.    The  next  year,  Decem- 
er,  1848,  the  esAnates  made  by  Mr.  Polk  were  for 


only  $3,000,000;  cut  down  largely  by  Mr.  Polk 
agam,  from  General  Jesup's  estimate,  as  I  am  pre- 
pared to  substantiate,  apu  as  I  fear,  because  there 
WQS  an  incoming  Whig  Administration.  The 
estimates,  December,  184H,  were  for  $2,000,000, 
and  the  expenditures  were  $5,338,969.  Such 
are  the  legacies  of  debt  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, which  have  been  left  us  by  a  preceding 
Administration.  The  following  table  of  actual  ex- 
penditures in  the  quartermaster's  department  will 
explain  itself: 

Expenditure. 


Tear  ending  Jane  30lh,  1849 ^,090,976 

«        "       June  aotli,  1850 5,33*,9«9 

«       "       June  aOUi,  1851 4,892,987 

»<       "       June  30th,  18&3,(e«timaleil)...    4,379,000 
"       "       June 3DUi,  1853, (estimated)...    3,900,000 

Congress,  last  year,  cut  from  the  estimate  of 
June  30th,  1852,  $3,315,000. 

The  following  table  will  explain  the  estimates 
of  last  year  cut  off,  and  what  is  new  in  the  bill 
for  deficiencies: 


Heads  of  sppropristions. 


For  nguXax  supplies 

For  incidental  expenses.. 
For  purchase  of  horses... 
For  barraclcs  quartern.  &c 
For  trans'n  of  troops,  he. 


*^';  lU — 

3  0  2 
O  OS 

*^- 

or_  <p  a 


tS30,00') 

^5,000 

60,000 

400,000 

1,UOO,000 


^,31.5,000 


4B     I 

«  a  4,  o 
-a  p<a 


I 


^17,460 

40,000 
219,000 
890,000 


^,066,460 


o 

a  « 


$795,000 

40.000 
219,000 
890,0(K) 


$1,944,000 


The  only  coniplaint  I  make,  Mr.  Chairman, 
against  Generol  Jesup  is,  that  he  has  not  had  the 
courage  at  all  times  to  face  the  Executive  and  Con- 
gress,and  tell  thein  both  of  all  these  expenditures— 
what  and  how  indispensably  necessary  they  were. 
He  should  have  let  the  country  understand  from  the 
start  what  was  the  cost  of  the  Mexican  war,  and 
the  cost  of  the  Mexican  acquisitions.  And  though 
he  has  been  a  soldier,  who  has  faced  battle  and 
war,  yet  in  the  Executive  Chamber  I  fear  that  he 
has  not  had  the  couraga  to  face  Mr.  Polk  and  his 
estimates  at  every  hasuird. 

RCBPONtlBILITT  OF  THE  aVARTERMaSTER  GENERAL. 

I  know  it  is  said  that  the  quartermaster  is  not 
responsible  for  all  his  expenditures.  I  understand 
that  argument,  and  all  the  force  there  is  in  it. 
Here  is  a  book  containing  the  regulations  of  the 
quartermaster's  department.  It  is  the  Army  Reg- 
ulations; and  it  appears  from  this  that  he  has  a 
complete  administrative  control  of  all  the  officers 
belonging  to  his  department;  that  it  is  his  duty 
<*  to  provide  quarters,  hospitals,  and  transporta- 
tion for  all  military  stores,  provisions,  camp  and 
garrison  equipa|:e;"  •*  good  and  sufficient  store- 
houses for  all  military  stores;*'  **to  purchase  all 
fuel,  forage,  straw,  and  stationery;"  *•  to  purchase 
all  horses,  oxen,  mules,  and  harness,  ana  all  wag- 
ons, carts,  and  boats;"  **to  purchase  dragoon  ami 
artillery  horses;"  **  saddles,  bridles,'  and  other 
necessary  equipments;"  •*  to  provide  materials, 
and  direct  and  superintend  the  constructing  and 
repairing  of  quarters,  barracks,  hospitals,  store- 
houses, stables,  and  other  necessary  and  author- 
ized buildings  for  the  army,  and  tne  security  of 
fmblic  property,  TArt.  77-927.)  I  quote  the  fol- 
owing  from  tne  Army  Regulations: 

933.  <*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  quartermaster  Mneral 
to  make  himself  acqnainted  with  the  fmntier«,  both  mari- 
time and  interior  ( and  with  all  the  principal  avenues  lead- 
ing to  the  contiguous  Indian  and  foreign  territories;  with 
the  military  resources  of  the  country ;  and  the  means  and 
fkcilities  of  trannportation,  particularly  of  the  districts  on 
the  frontiera;  with  the  most  eligible  points  for  concentrating 
troops  and  colleettng  sapplies,  whether  in  relation  to  ofien- 
sive  or  defensive  operations ;  wifh  the  relative  eipense  of 
concentrating  at  particular  positions,  and  the  advantages  of 
those  positions ;  and  he  shall  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  give 
detailed  information  on  those  suD)ect8,  when  required  to  do 
so,  either  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  toe  General- in-Chief." 

934.  <<  Be  shall,  under  the  orders,  or  with  the  approba- 
tion, of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  General-in-Chief],  des- 
ignate the  routes  of  communication  between  the  different 
posts  and  anniM;  the  course  of  militanr  roads,  and  the  sites 
for  permanem  and  temporary  depots  of  provisions  Shd  mili- 
tai7  stores." 

998.  **  He  rtiaU  prepare  all  the  estimates  of  the  Ainds  and 
snpidies  required  for  the  service  of  his  department,  and  he 
shall  prepare  and  submit,  fbr  the  sanction  o€  the  Secretary 
of  War,  plans  for  barracks,  qoarters,  and  other  improve- 
ments, and  cause  the  plans,  when  approved,  to  tie  carried 
into  efiVct,  as  far  as  the  means  provided  by  Congress  shall 
enable  him." 

I  might  go  on  through  the  1078  sections  of  the 
quartermaster's  duties,  to  show  his  responsibilities. 


The  most  important  branch  of  the  army  b  bii 
Without  him  nothing  of  importance  can  b«  done, 
and,  indeed,  everything  depends  upon  hin.  i 
know  there  will  be  an  attempt  to  evade  for  \m, 
and  to  avoid  for  him,  these  responsibilities,  be- 
cause the  Administration  cannot  be  struck  atviih- 
out  striking  him  down  first;  and  in  ttrikiitf 
him  down,  an  army  officer,  not  of  otu'  politi<2 
faith,  will  be  struck  at;  but  there  he  is;  tbete  are 
his  duties,  these  are  his  responsibilities;  and  oo 

Eetty  quibbling,  nor  artful  dodging,  can  reUere 
im ;  and  I  am  sure  he  himself  does  not  widi  to  be 
relieved  from  any  duty  the  Army  RcgulAtioDsin- 
pose  upon  him. 

BXPENSEt  UfCRSASED  BT  COKCRKtl  1850. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Congress  hu 
largely  increased  the  army  since  the  pewe  eaub* 
lishment  of  1845.  It  has  created  the  costly  np- 
ment  of  mounted  riflemen.  In  1845,  Jairoary  la, 
the  organization  of  the  array  was  8,654;  bat  Ju- 
uary  1st,  1852,  it  was  12,311.  By  the  act  of 
June  17th,  ]850,  all  companies  serving  at  the  kt- 
eral  military  posts  on  the  Western  mmtier,  and 
at  remote  and  distant  stations,  are  entitled  to  70 
privates  each,  and  at  other  stations  the  mmberof 
privates  per  company  is: 

In  the  dragoons 55 

In  mount^  rifles 64 

In  artillery. 42 

In  light  artillery .64 

In  infantry 42 

At  the  remote  stations  referred  to  io  the  hv, 
there  are  now  stationed,  of 

Dragoons..*.. IScompanict. 

Mounted  rifles... « 10 

Artillery 11 

Infantry 59 


Additional,  3i 
10 
3S 
10 
32 


Total 98conipoiei. 


BfOUNTKD  PORCC. 


Organization  in  1852,  2,^2    Strength,  1,960 
Organization  in  1845,  1,298  •*      1,198 

Increase, 1,334  8^ 

The  additional  cost  of  supporting sregineot of 
cavalry  over  and  above  that  of  a  regimeot  of  in- 
fantry is  as  follows: 
.On  the  frontier  of  Missouri  or  Iowa,  |139,837 

In  Texas 213,331 

In  New  Mexico 343,548 

The  act  of  June  17th,  1843,  also  nM  tbe 
bounty  on  enlistments,  in  lieu  of  tran8poftitien,to 
sums  ranging  from  |23  to  (142. 

Examination  of  such  facts  as  these  wS  ahe* 
why  and  how  there  have  been  increased  tkt  a- 
penses  of  the  army. 

THE  EXPENSES  OF  THE  GOVEBKMCNT. 

I  hapten  on  from  tliis  dry  and  tedious  detail;  bv^ 
I  cannot  flauer  you,  however,  that  I  shall  present 
any  detailed  statement  less  drv.  It  has  beenaaid 
that  the  expenditures  of  this  Gfovemmeni  have  run 
up  to  $50,000,000;  and  I  am  asked,  I  think  I  bear. 
**How  is  it  that  you  Whigs  have  thus  "»"  If  ™ 
aggregate  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  ihit 
now,  when  you  got  along,  under  John  Uuujcy 
Adams,  with  9nly  some  |12,OOO,OO0,  you  ««■ 
mate  some  442,89239  to  be  necessary  for  the  il- 
eal year  ending  July  1 ,  1853  ?"  Indeed,  an  b«| 
orable  member  from  Indiana  has  already  enterw 
into  this  sort  of  fiscal  criticism,  and  I  am  preptrw 
to  answer  him,  and  all  others  with  hinfi. 

In  the  first  place,  I  ask  his  attention  to  the  leg«jy 
of  debts  and  the  legacy  of  appropriations  bm^^ 
ed  to  us  by  the  Mexican  war.  Wjar  is  a  cosUtm 
well  as  a  bloody  luxury,  and  it  is  alway«  V"  " 
comprehend  its  cost  as  well  as  its  glories. 

LBGACT  OF  DEBT. 

The  Mexican  war  left  upon  the  counjij*'^^^' 
mediate  national  debt  of  about  |80,000.000,eich- 
sive  of  pensions,  bounty  lands,  and  the  annuw 
additional,  but  incalculable,  cost  offfovwning^ 
keeping  what  we  won  from,  or  bought  of,  MeX"»- 
The  ten  million  Texas  indemnity  biB  may  i» 
added  to  that,  for  all  that  is  yet  to  be  paid, «» 
interest  for  fourteen  years.  The  Mexican 
bounty  lands  absorbed  6,036,960  acres  of  the  pw; 
lie  lands,  worth,  at  il  a5_per  acre,|7^^' 
and  the  bounty  land  bill  of  September  38U».  i»^ 
some,  if  not  most  of  which,  in  some  ^omorowa, 

is  for  soldiers  serving  *^"'^"ToOO& 
ican  war,  absorbs,  it  is  estimated  J»,wwivw^ 
more,  worth  #60,000,000.    (SeeThastirym^ 


1852. 
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1850;  statement  K.)  We  have  just  passed  an- 
other bounty  land  law,  the  number  of  acres  to  be 
absorbed  by  which  I  have  no  means  of  calcula- 
ting. 

The  pensions,  under  act  of  1848,  paid  to  30th 

June,  1850,  were ....#1,198,141 

Pensions  under  act  of  1848,  estima- 
ted for  1851  and  1852 1,525,000 

(See  statements  by  James  E.  Heath,  Treasury 
Report,  1850— statement  M,  No.  1  and  M,  No.  2.) 
The  expenses  entailed  upon  the  country  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Mexican  war  and  its  acquisitions, 
caji  be  understood  only  by  a  relative  comparison 
of  what  were  the  expenditures  of  this  Government 
before  and  after  the  war.  Accurate  tables  have 
been  prepared — the  curious  in  such  matters  will 
find  them  in  the  Treasury  Report  of  1850 — show- 
ing, (see  statement  I): 
The  actual  and  estimated  expenditures  ft>r  the  •ev^n  years 

ending  30th  June,  1859^  to  amoant  to .^^994,607,407 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  3t>th  June, 
1845— the  year  immediately  preceding  the 
war— having  been  ^1,380,049,  the  aggregate 
expenditures  for  the  seven  succeeding  years 
upon  that  hasis,  would  have  amounted  to. . .  149,66dy345 

Showing  an  excess  over  the  peace  establish- 
mentor  1845  of $145,147,069 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  of 
1850,  esttmates,  on  most  excellent  data,  the  ex- 
penditures and  liabilities  chargeable  directly  to 
the  Mexican  war  and  the  acquisitions  consequent 
upon  thetreaty  of  peace,  to  be  $217,175,677.  The 
details  of  this  estimate  are  too  long  to  be  quoted, 
but  it  can  be  seen  in  part  in  such  items  as  pen- 
sions above  stated,  and — 

InBtnJIinents  and  interest  undertwtf  fth  article  of  treaty  with 

Mexico 916,388,396 

Payment  of  liquidated  claims  against  Mexico, 

per  act  29th  July,  1848 9,089,578 

Interest  on  war  debt  to  30tH  June,  1859 13,387,544 

Interest  on  war  debt  from  30th  June,  1868,  to 

maturity 41,173,493 

Texas  boundary  slock.; 10,000,000 

Interest  for  fourteen  years,  5  per  cent *.     7,000,000 

Mexican  claims,  per  treaty,  (paid.) 3,^0,000 

purvey  boundary  line  between  United  StalM 

aadMexico •  335,000 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  California ,      900,000 

Lighthouses,  docks,  custom-houses,  hospitals, 

ice,  in  California,  (small  estinMte,) .........        640,000 

7%e  excessof  expenditnresof  War  Department 

in  the  mainienaoce  of  troops,  lu:.,  in  the  new 

Territories,  is  estimated  now  (every  year)  at    4,556,709 

DEBT  PAID  BT  THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

This  Administration  has  had  to  meet  such  ob- 
lations as  these,  and  many  more,  the  bequests 
of  the  preceding  Administration.  Indeed,  one  of 
its  chief  duties  has  been  to  pay  the  debts  of  its 
predecessors. 

The  public  registered  debt  on  the  30th  of  November,  1850, 

was ^4,228408 

The  public  debt  SOtli  November,  1851,  was  ....   69,560,395 

Since  the  Whigs  came  into  power,  March  4, 

1849,  they  have  freed  the  country  from  an  amount 

of  public  debt,  as  follows: 

Stock  of  the  loan  of  1843— act  of  3d  Mardi, 

1643 $331,300  00 

Stock  of  the  loan  of  1846— act  of  *i3d  Jnly, 

1846 • 074 

Stock  of* the  'loan  of  1847— acVof  98th  Janl 

uary,1847 1,883,200  00 

Mexican  indemnity,  act  of  lOlhAufUPt,  1846,  309,578  99 
Bounty  land  scrip,  act  llth  February,  1847,  932,876  00 
Old  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  act  4tb  Au- 

^Qt,  1790,  and  19th  June,  1798 7,814  87 

Awards  under  ihe  fifteenth  article  of  the 

treaty  with  Mexico  for  which  the  issue  of 

stock  was  authorized,  but  which  were 

paid  incash 3,006,975  51 

Pa>  nienta  under  twclAh  article  of  the  treaty 

with  Mexico,  (by  installments,) 11,958,140  31 

•16,990,188  35 


Nearly  seventeen  millions  of  dollars ! 

DBBENTUltBt,  DRAWBACKS,  NO  BXTlCNOITtTRES. 

To  understand  the  comparative  expenditures  of 
this  Ghivemment,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  the  changes  that  the  laws  have  made  in  the 
mode  of  registering  the  expenditures  from  year  to 
year.  Prior  to  June  3<>,  1849,  the  expenses  of 
collectine  the  revenue  from  customs,  lands,  de- 
benture bonds,  refunding  duties,  dkc.,  were  never 
registered  in  the  annual  expenditures,  but  the  cost 
of  collecting  the  revenue  alone.for  the  first  time, 
of  late  registered  as  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  Gh)v- 
ernment,  is  over  two  millions  a  year;  and  these 
two  millions  appear  now,  under  this  Administra- 
tion, as  a  part  of  the  annual  expenditures.  The 
■ame  remark  may  be  made  of  otner  items,  that  go 


to  swell  up  the  |48,005,878,  which  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury  reports  as  making  the  annual  expen- 
ditures for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1851.  The 
new  system  is,  and  it  is  a  wise  sysfrm,  to  record 
all  expenditures,  all  out-goings,  such  as  the  fol- 
lowing, and  Whigs  see  it  done  with  pleasure: 

Bepayment  of  duties  on  sugar  and  molasses,  illeealTy  ex- 
acted by  collectors \ ^39,5^ 

Pasmaent  of  debentures,  drawrtmoks,  bounties,  and 
allHwances 794,639 

Repayment  to  importers  of  excess  of  deposits  for 
unascertained  duties 896,094 

Debentures  and  other  eharp(es  (custons) 79,633 

Expenses  of  coUecting  revenue  from  ciiscoms 
priorto  1st  January,  1850 1,888,471 

Payment  of  public  debt  and  interest 4,917,986 

These  are  all  items  that  have  not  hitherto  figured 
in  the  annual  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
and  these  amount  in  all  to  ^^^,309 ,331.  Indeed  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1852,  were  $33,667,489. 
The  estimates  ibr  year  ending  June  30,  1853,  are 
$29,257,533;  while  the  expenditures  as  appropri- 
ated by  the  last  Congress,  and  the  Congresses 
precedmg,  were  i48,005,878,  being  over  estimates 
for  year  ending  1852,  014,338,389. 

COST  OF  MEXICAN  ACQUISITIONS. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states,  in  parti 
of  the  appropriations  required  by  our  new  Territo- 
ries, and  in  the  fulfillment  of  our  obligations  con- 
sequent upon  the  acquisition,  the  following  items: 

Survey  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  Slates  and 

New  Mexico fl'iO.OOO  00 

Survey  of  the  west  coast l.'iOjOOO  00 

Dry-dock  in  California 360,000  00 

Mileage  and  per  diem  of  Senators  and*Ropre- 
sentatives  nom  California,  Utah,  and  New 

Mexico 96,469  40 

Territorial  goTernments  of  Utah  and  New 

Mexico 61,400  00 

Judicial  expenses,  including  marshals 77,900  00 

Expenses  ibr  commission  for  settling  land 

htles  In  California 50,00<^^ 

Expenses  for  surveys  in  California 18,500  00 

Expenses   fbr  surveys  and  sales  of  public 

lands  in  California 999,075  00 

Pensions  under  the  acts  of  1848 431,340  00 

Expenses  of  Post  Office  Department 638,250  OO 

Excess  of  expenditures  of  War  Department 
in  the  maintenance  of  troopji,  &.c.,  in  the 

new  Territories 4,556,709  75 

Interest  on  so  much  of  the  debt  contracted  in 
consequence  of  and  during  the  late  war. . .  9,890,942  97 

Making  ah  aggregate  of. ^,549,080  19 


These  are  aU  expenditures  falling  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration, unknown  to  preceding  ones,  and  in 
consequence  of  our  Mexican  acquisitions ! 

Now,  nearly  all  the  army  of  the  United  States 
is  in  Texas,  or  in  our  Mexican  acquisitions,  and 
much  of  our  navvjs  employed  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
where  the  cost  or  everytning  is  enormous,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abundance  of  eold.  Land  surveys  are 
to  be  begun,  land  titles  to  be  settled,  revenue  cut- 
ters to  be  kept  up,  in  short,  a  new  and  great  country 
there  is  to  be  colonized,  and  provided  for,  with 
coast  surveys,  lights,  fortifications,  docks,  mail- 
%hips,  and  harlK>r  improvements;  and  where 
there  exists  now  little  or  notliing,  everythiir?  is  to 
be  brought  up  to  an  e<iuality  with  the  old  States. 
There  is  no  calculating  for  Aiture  expenditures 
there.  Already  we  have  on  our  table  a  biH  re- 
storing to  California  what  is  called  her  *•  civil 
fund'^-a  fund  expended  even  before  her  organi- 
zation as  a  State — amounting  at  present  to  about 
half  a  million  in  the  bill  that  nas  come  down  from 
the  Senate,  but  as  a  claim  upon  us  amounting  to 
11,300,000  in  aU. 

We  must  not,  however,  now  shrink  from  the 
responsibilities  war  has  brought  upon  us,  and  that 
we  have  assumed.  After  we  nave  annexed  Texas, 
and  stretched  out  our  arms  over  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains to  the  Pacific,  we  cannot  turn  back  from 
what  we  have  undertaken.  All  of  these  lands  is 
now  our  country,  under  our  Government,  and  we 
must  protect  and  provide  for  them.  There  is  no 
ambitron  so  mean  as  that  which  covets  the  posses- 
sions of  others,  but  grudges  the  cost  of  goTeming 
ihem. 

THE  REVENUE  AKD  TARIFF  OF  1846. 

The  expenses  of  the  administration  of  the  Oot- 
ernment  now  being  necessarily  so  large,  I  shall  be 
asked,  no  doubt,  **  How  is  it  that  you  Whifs 

*  who  predicted  the  tariff  of  1846  would  not  yield 

*  revenue  enough  to  carry  on  the  Gk)vemment 
<  then,  nowfina  it  yields  enough  not  only  to  main- 

*  tain  the  expenses  of  what  you  call  a  double  Uni-  ,  ^  ^  ^ , 

*  ted  States,  but  to  leave  a  sorphis  of  some  mil-  (j  the  dvi!  and  diploiiiatit  ^1>  tpprCHwl  A«iu<t  lOJ 


<  lions  in  the  Treasury?"  It  is  a  fkir  question, 
and  1  will  not  shirk  it,  1  will  meet  it  face  to  face. 
There  was  a  time  when  it  would  have  appalled 
me,  but  only  because  I  was  ignorant  of  the  his- 
tory, the  written, and  unwritten  history  of  the  tariff 
of  1846.  It  may  well  haVe  appallea  a  Whig  to 
know  why  it  was,  when  such  sound  men  as  George 
Evans  and  others  predicted  in  the  Senate  and  m 
this  House,  that  thetariff  of  1846  would  not  yield 
enough  to  carry  on  the  Government,  that  it  should 
really  Tield  enough,  and  more  .too.  I  propose  to 
solve  this  apparent  contradiction  of  prophecy  aRd 
experience;  and  to  the  solution  I  beg  the  careAil 
attention  of  the  House. 

When  Gkorge  Evans  and  others,  in  1846,  made 
these  predictions,  they  were  based  upon  the  tariff 
bill  of  July  30, 1846;  which  cut  up  all  importations 
into  schedules,  from  letter  *' A  to  letter  I,"  and 
then  affixed  to  them  horizontal,  universal  ad  vmic 
rtm$t  from  one  hundred  per  cent,  down  to  five  per 
cent.,  and  "duty  free."  .The  novelty  of  such  a 
Procrust^  tariff  bed  attracted  their  attention.  No 
otlier  nation  under  the  sun,  civilised  or  sav/ige, 
had  ever  been  thus  before,  to  say  the  least,  so 
original,  Procrustes  struck  out  the  idea  of  a  bed, 
upon  which  short  men  wer^^  to  be  stretched  out  to 
fit  it,  and  long  men  to  be  chopped  off  to  fit  it;  but 
a  universal  ad  valorem  tarifi:  bed  was  something 
altogether  new  in  political  economy.  So  many 
cents  duty  on  a  gallon  of  brandy  or  wine,  was  a 
duty,  a  specific  duty,  everybody  could  compre- 
hend, but  '*  one  hundred  per  centum  ad  valorem** 
(**  schedule  A")  on  brandy  and  other  spirits  dis- 
tilled from  grain — such  schedules,  from  **A"  to 
**  I,"  confounded  them.  Brandy,  wines,  and  a 
thousand  other  like  things,  susceptible  of  accu- 
rate specific  admeasurement,  why,  they  asked,  ad 
valorem  them  ?  It  was  a  premium  for  bad  brandy, 
and  half  poisoned  wine,  everybody  saw,  for,  the 
cheaper  was  the  nominal  cost  abroad,  the  less  was 
the  Quty  at  home,  unless  a  wrongful  or  fraudu- 
lent system  of  invoices  was  introduced,  by  which 
all  such  things  were  rated  abroad,  below  what  they 
were  worth.  What  appraisers,  they  asked,  too, 
can  tell  what  wine  is  worth,  (ad  valorem,)  un- 
less they  have  been  experiencea practiced  wine- 
bibbers  from  their  youth  up?  Even  they,  too, 
might  be  deceived,  for  when  liquors  come  over 
sea,  especially  hi^h-priced  winee,  they  often  c<2me, 
as  itis  termed  technically, "sick;" that  is,  muddy 
and  roiled;  apparently  of  an  ad  valorem  not  quarter 
price.  Universal  geniuses,  they  said,  were  wanted 
under  such  universal  ad  valorems  for  appraisers — 
the  universal  genius  that  can  turn  from  arrack,  or 
kirchenwasser  to  ginger  roots  and  gelatine,  or  from 
bananas  to  beeswax ,  with  an  instant,  tliorough  com- 

Erehension  of  every  thing.  Their  great  objection, 
owever,  and  their  apprehensions  came  from  the 
serious  radical  defects  in  the  principle  of  an  uni- 
versal ad^nUorem  system,  and  from  the  numerous 
frauds  that  must  constantly  be  arising,  and  the  con- 
stant conflicts  the  Treasury  must  always  be  in  with 
merchants,  American  and  foreign.  Their  leuiing 
objection  was,  that  it  based  the  American  tariff  upon 
European  ad  valorems — that  is,  made  our  Ameri- 
ean  tariff  in  Europe,  and  that  when  it  thus  surren- 
dered American  to  European  interests,  there  was 
no  fixed  system,  no  proper  rule,  no  real  law  pre- 
scribed for  estimating  these  values  even  in  Europe. 
It  is  obvious  that  an  American  tariff,  which  surren- 
ders the  whole  American  system  of  home  valua- 
tions to  foreign  valuations,  is  a  foreign  tariff, 
levied  at  Amencan  ports.  If  the  value  of  cottons, 
or  woolens,  or  iron-wroueht  articles,  is  fixed  in 
Europe,  and  upon  that  value,  thus  fixed  there,  a 
duty  is  levied  and  collected  in  New  York,  two 
thin^  are  obvious — first,  that  such  a  tariff  is  a 
foreign  levied  tariff,  even  though  collected  under 
American  law;  and,  second,  that  the  value,  the  ad 
valoremt  depends  upon  foreign  estimation,  foreign 
caprice,  or,  it  may  be,  foreign  fraud  or  perjury. 
The  tariff  law  of  July,  1846,  was  open  to  all  these 
objections,  and  I  shall  show, on  Democratic, anti- 
tariff  authority,  too,  has  been  admitted  so  to  be. 

The  force  of  these  objections  struck  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Walker  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  1846,  and  they  did  not  believe  that  a« 
the  tariff  stood  then,  under  the  act  of  July,  with 
the  whole  ad  valorem  system  then  subject  to  for- 
eign caprice,  that  they  could  collect  duty  enoue^ 
under  it  to  carry  on  the  Government.  I  make 
these  remarks,  and  draw  these  inferences,  because 
in  that  very  extraordinary  okice  for  making  tariffs. 
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1846,  there  was  inserted — may  I  not  say,  smug- 
fled;  for  who  then  probably  foresaw  its  full  ef- 
fect?— this  very  significant  and  pregnant  item: 

**Tbat  in  ajmraifjn^  all  goods  at  any  port  in  thn  United 
6tate«,  iieretofore  subjected  to  specific  duties,  but  upon 
wliicb  ad  ealorein  duuef«  are  imposed  by  t^e  act  bf  July  30. 
1846,  entitled  *  An  act  reducing  the  duty  on  imporfd,  and 
for  otlier  porpoMM,'  re/n-ence  shall  be  had  to  values  and 
invoices  or  simitar  goods  imported  during  thai  JUeal  ysor, 
under  sach  general  and  uniform  regulations/or  the  preven 
tion  of  fraud  or  undervaluation  at  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Treasury." 

I  call  this  item  in  this  ciril  and  diplomatic  bill  a 
significant  and  pregnant  item,  for  it  not  only  re- 
fers to,  and  to  some  extent  revives,  the  tariff  of 
1842,  (certainly  as  to  values  and  invoices,)  but 
what  is  more,  it  vested  in  Mr.  Walker,  then  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  the  power  of  prescription 
of  such  general  and  uniform  regulations  (as  to  ad 
vtUorems)  as  he  mi^ht  think  proper.  Mr.  Walker 
instantly  availed  himself  of  this  plenipotent  power; 
and,  in  order  to  levy  as  high  duties  as  possible  on 
hi^h  ad  valortmt,  he  not  only  revived  what  he 
could  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  Wut  he  went  a  great 
deal  further  even  into  what  the  Supreme  Cotirt  of 
the  United  States  subsequently  decided  to  be  con- 
trary to  law.  He  meant  to  balk  the  prediction  of 
Whig  prophets,  law  or  no  law;  and  ne  did  do  it 
in  defiance  of  law. 

ILLEGAL  tREABUET  C1RCI7LAE8. 

There  are,  Mr.  Chairman — ^you  as  a  lawyer 
know — two  kinds  of  law,  written  and  unwritten, 
the  fltatute  law,  such  as  that  of  July  30,  and  Au- 
gust 10,  1846,  and  the  common  law,  the  law  of 
•*  prescription.'*  The  common  law  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  is  a  Treasury  code,  called  Treas- 
ury circulars;  and  as  the  tariff  of  1846  was  going 
into  operation,  Mr.  Walker  b^n  to  scatter  them 
as  thick  as  the  leaves  of  Vallambrosa.  The  Treas- 
ury code  which  issues  its  rescripts  in  Treasury 
circulars,  has  power  more  plenipotent  for  the  time 
being  than  any  statute  law.  Tne  appraisers,  who 
inspect  and  examine  imports,  and  judge  of  their 
values,  hold  their  offices  from  the  Treasury,  and 
whatever  the  Treasury  prescribes,  with  them  is 
law.  Hence,  when  Mr.  Walker  hod  in  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill,  or  thought  he  had,  the  power 
of  *'  prescription"  as  to  the  ad  valorenu;  and  ex- 
ercised that  power,  without  restraint,  he  became 
the  law.  This  power,  I  shall  show  you,  was  ex- 
ercised with  a  high  hand  from  Decemoer,  1846,  up 
to  January,  1851. 

Mr.  Walker  himself  be^an  the  first  exercise  of 
the  power  of  prescription  in  a  somewhat  famous 
Treasury  circular,  November  25, 1846.  He  quotes, 
as  if  with  exultatioo,  the  hitherto  hidden  item  in 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  He  dictates,  also, 
the  modes  and  manner  of  appraisements,  thus: 

*'The  principle  upon  which  the  appraisement  Is  based  Is 
thH:  That  the  actual  value  of  articl4>»  on  iibipboard  at  the 
last  place  of  shipment  to  the  United  States,  including  all  pre- 
ceding expenses,  duties,  costs,  charges,  and  transportation, 
is  the  foreign  value  upon  which  the  duty  is  to  be  assessed. 
The  cost  and  charges  that  are  to  bo  embraced  in  fixing  the 
▼alufttinn  over  and  above  the  value  of  tlie  article  at  the  place 
of  gromh,  production,  or  manufacture,  are : 

**  Ist.  The  transportation,  shipment,  and  terms— ship- 
ment, with  all  the  expenses  included,  from  the  place  of 
growth,  production,  or  manufacture,  whether  by  land  or 
water  carriage,  to  the  vessel  in  which  a  shipment  is  made, 
totlie  United  States.  Included  in  these  estimates  is  the 
value  of  the  sack,  package,  box,  crate,  hogshead,  barrel, 
bale,  ca&k,  can/ ana  covering  of  all  kinds,  bottics,  Jars,  vet- 
•eli«,  and  demijohns. 

*^  9d.  CommissioD,  at  the  utual  rate,  iMit  in  no  case  leae 
than  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  when  there  is  a  distinct 
brokerage,  tliat  to  be  added. 

**  3d.  Export  duties,  including  such  duties  at  all  places 
from  the  place  of  growtii,  uroduction,  or  manafiicture,to  the 
last  place  of  shipment  to  the  United  States. 

"4th.  Cost  of  placing  cargoes  on  board  ship,  including 
drayage,  labor,  bill  of  lading,  lighterage,  (own  dues,  and 
shipping  charges,  dock  and  wharf  does,  and  all  charges  to 
place  the  article  upon  ship  board. 

<*  Discotints  are  never  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  except 
on  articles  where  it  has  been  the  unifbrm  and  established 
usaxc  heretofore,  and  never  more  than  the  actual  discount, 
positively  known  to  the  appraiser. 

<<  The  freight  fVom  the  la.it  place  of  shipment  to  the  United 
Stales  is  not  tobe  included  in  the  valuation  ;  and  insurance 
is  also  excluded  by  law." 

Here  the  Treasury  circular  assumed  that  the 
principle  on  which  the  appraisement  is  based  is 
the  actual  value  on  board  ship  at  the  place  of  ship- 
ment, including  all  preceding  expenses,  duties, 
costs,  charees,  and  transportation.  The  difierence 
was  essential  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States; 
you  will  see  whether  the  duty  was  levied  on  the 
actual  value  at  the  place  of  purchase,  or  procure- 
ment, or  at  the  place  of  shipment.  Sjlks,  or  vel- 
vets, purchased  at  Lyons,  in  France,  or  watches 
or  jewelry  purchased  at  Geneva,  had  one  value; 


but  when  transported  for  shipment  to  Havre,  sub- 
ject, it  may  be,  to  city  duties,  or  duties  interna- 
tional, to  costs  and  charges,  also  of  transportation, 
that  original  value  was  essentially  enhanced. 
Goods  purchased  of  the  manufacturer  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Germany,  or  at  forced  auction  sales,  hod 
oo&4nvoice — one  value  at  the  time  of  purchase — 
but  at  the  time  and  place  of  shipment,  frmn  a 
^eat  rise  in  value,  or  rrom  some  other  cause,  the 
m voice  or  ad  valorem  would  be  altogether  a  differ- 
ent one  from  what  it  was  at  the  start.  Here,  then, 
in  one  Treasurv  rescript,  Mr.  Walker  made  a  taritf 
of  his  own,  and  his  appraisers  in  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, and  in  every  custom-house,  of  course  obeyed. 
This  Treasury  rescript  was  followed  by  anotner, 
July  6,  1847,  more  imperial  by  far  than  its  pre- 
decessor. This  circular  starts  with  stating  that 
the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  sections  of  the 
tariff  act  of  1842,  are  in  force,  and  gives  the  Treas- 
ury construction  of  tliem. 

"  This  construction  (I  quote  his  circulai^  of  the  Depart- 
ment must  be  binding  upon  all  who  ^Rrform  any  duties 
under  these  laws,  from  whatever  source  their  appointment 
or  authority  may  be  derived ;  and /rom  ruch  decision  there 
can  be  no  appeal^  except  to  the  judficial  powers.  (Merchant 
appraisers — appmit^ers  selected  by  the  collector — were 
claiming  their  right  to  construe  the  law  for  themnelves,  in- 
dependent of  the  circular.)  The  Department,  notwithstand- 
ing the  broad  language  and  comprehensive  authority  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  Congress,  feels  liound  to  adopt  the  con- 
struction of  the  revenue  laws,  pronounced  in  solemn 
adjudications  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States." 
(Tiie  merchant  appraisers  were  hushed  at  a  blow !) 

Mr.  Walker  goes  on  to  say,  treating  of  the  right 
claimed  to  estimate  the  market  value  of  goods  at 
the  place  or  time  of  purchase: 

"  The  most  enormous  fkauds  would  be  the  consequence 
of  such  construction.  Stimulated,  fictitiotis,  and  antedated 
purchaites,  to  suit  the  period  of  lowest  price,  would  prevail 
extensively,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  fair  trader  and 
of  the  revenue.  In  truth,  under  such  system,  tiie  wholn 
importing  business  would  soon  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
the  ditfhonest  and  fraudulent,  who  would  be  willing  to  pro- 
^dce  antedated  or  fictitious  foreign  sales,  and  tiiat  moot 
u.seful  and  meritorious  citizen,  the  honest  and  fair  trader, 
would  be  thrown  entirely  out  of  the  market.  It  is  known 
at  present — at  the  commencement  of  this  proposed  sys- 
tem— that  even  where  the  purchasers  are  not  deemed  by 
the  parties  fraudulent,  the  person  designing  to  import  into 
the  United  States  goes  to  some  prior  purchaser,  who  has 
purchased,  not  for  Importation  into  the  United  States,  at 
some  prior  date  when  the  goods  were  much  lower  in  value, 
and  imports  the  goods  in  me  name  of  the  first  purchaser, 
consenting  to  give  a  certain  profit  or  price*  on  the  delivery 
here,  and  thus  deprives  the  revenue  of  the  dt^rence  in 
value,  and  obtains  a  roost  qnjost  advantage  over  the  fUr 
trader,  who  will  resort  to  nd  such  artifices.  It  is  tiie  duty 
of  this  Department  to  declare  that  such  a  practice  is  a  fraud 
upon  the  revenue,  and  subjects  the  goods  to  seixure  and 
confiscation,  and  the  parties  committing  the  fraud  to  all  the 
penalties  prescribed  bylaw;  andKhe  utmost  vigilance  is 
enjoined  upon  collectors,  appraisers,  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  customs,  in  taking  all  proper  measures  to  detect  and 
punish  all  who  are  engaged  in  such  fraudulent  practices." 

This  circular  the  Secretary  followed  up  by  an- 
other, August  7,  1848,  in  which  he  says: 

<<  Forced  sales  of  goods  in  the  foreign  market  at  reduced 
prices  under  extraordinary  and  peculiar  circumstajiceS{Can- 
not  be  taken  as  the  true  market  value  of  such  goods.  When 
trade  is  paralized  by  revolution,  and  sacrifices  of  goods  take 

Slace,  sales  then  made,  not  being  characterized  by  the  or- 
iiiary  f^e  and  healthy  stale  of  trade,  do  not,  it  is  ooncei vod 
form  proper  data,  for  the  establishmentofau"  actual  mar- 
ket value*'  in  contemplation  of  law.'* 

There  is  sense  and  sound  reason  in  all  this;  but 

it  was,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  end,  in  violation  of 

law.    The  dangers  to  the  revenue  from  changing 

all    specific    duties   into  universal  ad  valoremst 

brought  out  yet  another  circular,  December  26, 

1848,  in  whicn  the  Secretary  says: 

"  The  intent  of  the  17th  section  of  the  act  of  SOth  of  Au- 
gust,  1843,  in  the  appointment  of  merchant  appraisers,  is 
evidentiy  to  give  the  merchants  an  opportunity  to  appeal 
from  one  class  of  appraisem  to  another.  But  it  is  clear  that 
Congress  did  not  design  to  relliiquish  the  power  in  the  Gov- 
ernment to  select  the  merchant  appraisers  to  whom  the  case 
might  be  referred,  nor  to  give  the  parties  appealing  any 
more  voice  in  the  selection  of  such  appraisers  tlian  of  any 
other  Government  ofllcen.  To  eoneuU  the  parties  am- 
cemed^  or  allow  them  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  merchant 
apprauers,  would  soon  result  in  permitting  tiie  importers 
to  control  the  appraisement  of  their  own  goods,  and  it  is 
presumed  is  not  permitted  at  any  port  Merchant  apprais- 
ers should  be  particularly  Instructed,  that  when  actitif  in 
that  capacity,  they  are  to  be  governed  by  the  same  rules 
and  regulations  as  provided  by  law  for  the  direction  of  reg- 
ular appraisers,  and  are  to  act  upon  the  principle  that  the 
invoice  fnicCj  or  even  the  price  actually  pmid  for  an  artide 
of  merchandise,  is  by  no  meant  a  true  criterion  of  the  fair 
market  value  as  prescribed  by  law.  Adopt  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple, and  one  who  is  so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  quantity  of 
merchandise  given  him,  wonid  be  entitled  to  receive  it  ttte 
of  duty,  or  at  a  nominal  duty,  if  purchased  at  nominal  prices, 
and  difiVrent  rates  would  often  be  assessed  by  appraisers 
on  articles  of  the  fame  value.    The  fair  market  value  in- 


tended by  law,  is  the  general  or  ruling  price  of  the  article 
*  In  the  principal  markets  of  the  country  from  which 


I  aame  shall  have  been  imported'"' 


the 


The  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  who  foUovtd 
Mr.  Walker,  necessarily  followed  ibeprindpJo  i 
construction  he  had  established  inh'ta  circuUnui 
the  precedents,  until  they  were  overruled  bv  tli 
courts;  and  amongthem  all,  they  piled  circular'apn 
circular,  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  till  an  indipui  cni^ 
munity  appealed  from  the  high  court  of  the  Trttj. 
ury  to  the  higher  Federal  courts  of  judicature.  lU 
principles  of  collecting  duties  enacted  by  (Kw 
Treasury  circulars,  and  all  in  violation  orUv,ai 
subsequently  decided,  were: 

let.  That  the  value  of  goods  at  the  time  u^ 
place  of  shipment  to  the  United  States  were  to  ^ 
the  ad  valorem,  on  which  duties  were  to  be  colkc- 
ed  at  thfr  American  custom-houses. 

2d.  That  the  Treasury  circulars  were  biod:^ 
and  conclusive  upon  collectors,  and  til  classes t^ 
appraisers — merchant,  as  well  as  GoTemmen(u- 
praisers — and  that  the  Government  hnd  powers 
removing  as  well  as  in  selecting  tnercb&nt  ip- 
praisers. 

These  Treasury  circulars  thus  established  lUnf 
of  their  own,  known  under  no  act  of  Coa^ 
and  as  soon  as  they  were  tested  in  the  Feden] 
court,  the  Federal  court  swept  thera  away  at  oca 
The  Whigs  contended,  and  contended  Uuly,tk 
the  tariff*  acts  of  1846,  as  they  have  passed,  ItA 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  GovenuDest  «  prrr 
to  foreign  fraud,  or  foreign  caprice,  or  fbrtigB  »• 
voices,  subject  to  all  sort  of  foreign  fluctuuM 
of  value.  The  Whigs  contended  that  under  mck 
a  tariff*,  there  could  be  no  adequate  revenue.  Tbe 
Whigs  contended,  that  to  allow  ibreigB  maiwk- 
turers  to  fix  the  market  values  of  all  duttibie 
r  American  imported)  manufactures;  tt  their  on 
aoor,  by  their  own  workshops,  was  not  ooij 
wrongful,  and  subversive  of  all  true  piinciplei  of  i 
tariff*,  or  sound  political  economy,  but  in  uott 
violation  of  the  Cfonstitution  of  the  Unitai  Sua, 
which  requires  that  «  all  duties  shall  be nforn 
throughout  the  United  States.''  The  keen (^ti/ 
Mr.  Walker  saw  all  this,  and  hence  in  ihedf^ 
and  diplomatic  bill  (August  10, 1848,)  heobuioei 
as  he  thought,  new  powers  for  Tretrarr  at 
structions;  and  hence  his  great  effort,  onaer  t^ 
tariff*  act  of  1842,  to  make  his  conatrwdon  tad 
instructions  **  conclusive  and  binding."  biira- 
possible  to  say,  even  to  guess,  how  ranch  of  i^ 
ditional  /luties  he  gained  to  the  GK>Temnefit  br 
these  illegal  circulars, — but  it  isenou^toAoVi 
by  his  own  Treasury  confessions,  that  without 
such  circulars,  under  the  tariff*  of  1846,  "  «fit- 
mous  frauds  simulated,  fictitious  and  aotedtu 
purchases"  would  have  prevailed;  and,  "older 
such  a  system,  the  whole  importing  businesavow 
soon  be  (have  been)  thrown  i*lo  the  handaoftki 
dishonest  and  fraudulent.'* 

NULLIFIED  TREASURT  CIRCt7LAll. 

These  Treasury  circulars  nln  on,  and  weir  a* 
ed  upon  as  law,  from  December,  1846, till JamarTi 
1851,  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  CoMd 
Slates  nullified  the  great  body  of  then,  and  pt*- 
nounced  them  void,  and  without  law.  The  ret- 
enue,  nevertheless — the  revenue  boasted  of  ai « 
large,  but  made  so  larre  only  by  lawle«art«i«»- 
was  collected  under  them  for  three  yeara and  oW' 
Judge  Woodbury,  sitting  in  a  case  in  Boawj 
(Qreely  tw.  Thompson  A.  Johnson,)  first omreW 
these  circulars.     He  decided: 

1.  That  the  date  of  the  proewresiflilof  i»S» 
of  iron  in  Newport,  Wales,  to  wit:  The  2Wi  «f 
January,  1849,  was  the  time  at  which  d>eapp»»j 
ers  should  have  fixed  tbe  value  of  the  iron,  ijj 
not  the  date  of  invoice  or  bill  of  lading,  Ui«  wj 
of  February,  (the  price  had  roateriallv  ad»«B«» 
dorine  the  pr^fvious  thirty  days,  and  uie  jurT  "^ 
sessed  damages  against  the  collector  in  the  «■ 
$6,681  28,  as  ille^ly  exacted.)  .  . 

A  like  case  was  made  in  New  York.  ^•}'-r 
G.  Griswold  sued  the  collector  for  excess  of  dBjJ 
upon  plantain  bark,  or  hemp,  and  sugar,  impo'" 
from  Manilla,  the  coUector  exacting  <*»"** JPJ: 
the  market  value  at  the  time  of  shipment  «["  If 
plaintiff's  paying  under  protest,  contending  tW^J 

law  only  compelled  them  to  pay  ^^'^rS?^-^ 
market  value  at  the  time  of  jtirchaae.   Tieju7» 
under  the  instructions  of  Judge  Nelson^ 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff*  of  #3,2)6  44  (d»fl«^ 
and  the  verdict  yas  affirmed,  on  appeal,  9j 
Supreme  Court  in  Washington.  ^ 

These  two  cases,  the  pioneers  of  ©"[fv^ 
pressing,  not  only  nullified  the  Treasury  r»flP; 
and  broke  down  the  Treasury  code.  *>«^  |^^ 
posed  the  revenue  to  aU  the  fatal  consequences— 
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Mr.  Walker  had  set  forth  in  his  circulars,  and  real- 
ized at  once  the  prediction  of  such  men  as  George 
Evans  and  others,  that  under  such  a  tariff  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  be  carried  on.  These  decisions 
were  made  known  immediately  to  the  treasury 
Department,  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
of  the  House,  and  to  the  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  and  they  inspired  all  with  alarm.  A 
double  ajarra  was  felt.  First,  it  was  asked,  what 
are  we  to  do  for  revenue?  and  next,  how  rfe  we 
to  ^et  rid  of  paying  the  enormous  sums  in  illegal 
duties  we  have  been  over  four  years  exacting  un- 
der these  illegal  Treasury  circulars  ?  An  honorable 
Seoator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee,  a  gentleman  1  am 
happy  to  see,  whose  views  are  extending  beyond 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  tide-water,  immediately  brought 
the  whole  difHcuItv  and  danger  before  the  Senate. 
He  introduced  a  oill  which,  March  3d,  1851,  be- 
came a  law,  and  which  really  and  substantially  rev- 
olutionized theold  tariffs,  in  rei^nacting  the  Treasury 
circulars,  and  providing  stronger  guards  and  greater 
securities  than  ever  against  under  valuations,  false 
invoices,  unequal  duties,  &c.  Mr.  Hunter,  in 
introducing  his  bill,  said: 

*<  The  result  wiU  be,  that  hereafter,  unlOM  we  legislate  in 
relation  to  the  subfect,  the  foreign  value  of  goods  will  be 
computed  at  the  time  ot  the  procurement  or  purchase,  or  at 
the  i^ace  of  purchase  and  lime  of  importation,  and  not  at 
the  time  and  place  of  importation,  as  lias  been  heretofore 
done,  and  is  now  proposed.  7%i$  would  givt  rue  to  a  groat 
{fiequatUvj  and  open  a  door,  ferkajm  a  very  u>ide  dooTy  to 
fraud.  All  men  experienced  in  re^nrd  to  this  matter  testify 
alike.  All  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Walker, 
Mr.  Meredith,  Mr.  Corwin,  were  of  the  same  o^nion  in 
regard  to  the  taode  in  which  the  foreign  value  should  bo 
computed.  A  nd  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  efR;ct  of  sub- 
•titating  the  value  at  the  tune  and  place  of  purchase,  for 
that  time  and  ptaiDe  which  this  bill  proposes,  and  Mr.  Walk- 
er's circular  required,  we  find  tliat  it  throws  open  a  very 
wide  door  to  flraud,  and  is  calculated  to  drive  the  importing 
business  into  the  hands  of  foreign  merchants,  thus  discrim- 
inating in  fiivor  of  foreign  and  against  our  own  importers.*' 

The  tariff  law  of  1846,  we  thus  see,  as  ex- 
pounded by  the  court,  left  the  whole  revenue  sys- 
tem subject  to  <*er€at  ine<quality,"  "to  frauo," 
and  was  calculated  '*  to  drive  the  importing  busi- 
ness into  the  bands  of  foreign  merchants," 'Mis- 
criminating  against  our  own." 

Mr.  Hunter  continues — and  I  cite  Ms  authori- 
ty» because  his  condemnation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  the  tariff  act  of  1846  left  the  revenue  to  be 
collected  will  have  greater  weight  than  anything 
I  could  say: 

<*  If  you  adopt  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  same  ship  might  bring  a  cargo  fVom  the  same 
place  and  deliver  it  at  the  same  port.  But  one  pan  of  tiiis 
cargo  having  been  purchased  when  the  vessel  sailed,  and 
the  other  befon?,  say  thirty  days,  as  was  done  wftli  the  iron 
in  the  case  of  Thompson  and  Forman ;  and  the  same  arti- 
cle pun<based  at  different  tiroes,  but  delivered  at  Uie  same 
moment,  would  be  subject  to  dinerent  rales  of  duty.  Tliis 
would  not  only  produce  a  great  inequality  between  man 
and  man,  but  would  often  aobrd  an  opportunity  and  temp- 
tation for  (hiud,  and  make  it  very  difficult  for  the  appraisers 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  precise  value  of  these  goods  at 
the  time  designated  by  law  for  tlieir  estimation.  Let  us 
take,  by  way  of  illustration,  the  case  of  port  wine  in  the 
warehouses  of  Xoudon.  Wine  may  have  been  kept  there 
improving,  and  after  having  been  kept  ti^  or  three  years, 
the  importer,  according  to  this  decision,  would  have  to  pay 
duty  for  it  according  to  its  value  at  the  time  of  purchase 
wben  it  wai^ new,  and  thus,  although  he  sold  the  old  articfe, 
he  would  have  a  great  advantage  over  another  importer 
who  bought  the  article  out  of  the  warehouse  and  paid  for  it 
the  value  at  the  time  of  importation. 

**  Again :  If  we  were  to  adopt  such  a  principle  of  valua- 
tion as  this,  the  manufacturer  would,  in  very  many  in- 
stances, have  the  advantMe  in  carrying  on  the  import  trade 
with  our  own  countrv,  and  would  prolnibiy  possess  himself 
of  the  largest  share,  ror  such  a  mode  of  valuUon  would  dis- 
criminate in  bis  fkvor.  The  inanuibcturer  who  has  a  great 
quantity  of  goods  on  hand,  and  can  wail,  when  the  market 
is  glutted,  until  they  rise  in  value,  according  to  this  decis- 
ioo,  could  send  them  over  hnre  and  pay  duty  tor  them  ac- 
cording to  their  value  at  the  time  of  procurement,  or  by  a 
llctitiotts  sali^  transflnr  them  to  some  consignee,  or  man  of 
straw,  at  a  date  when  prices  were  lower.  He  would  thus 
have  an  advantage  over  the  American  importer,  which 
would,  to  a  great  extent,  throw  the  business  of  importation 
into  his  hands." 

TARIFF  ACT  MARCH,  1851. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  describe  in  stronger 
terms  the  vicious  principles  of  revenue  in  the  tariff 
act,  which  were  left  to  us  by  the  Congress  of 
1846.  They  justify  every  prediction,  every  an- 
nouncement oi^thc  Whigs  or  that  day;  and  when 
enforced  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Congress  immediately  nroceeded  to  correct  them; 
and  without  the  act  of  March  3,  lB51,a  sufficient 
revenue  could  not  have  been  collected.  The  new 
tariff  act  of  March  3,  1851,  provides  that — 

"The  actual  market  value,  or  wholesale  price,  at  die 
porM  of  exportation  to  the  United  States  in  the  prioeipal 
markets  of  me  eooatty,"  (of  export,) 


Shall  be  tbe  real  market  value  on  which  the  duty 
shall  be  levied  in  the  United  States  custom-house, 
to  which  shall  be  added — 

**  All  cottt  and  ehargei,  except  insurance,  and  ineludingy 
im  every  case,  a  charge  for  eommtMioiw,  at  the  usual  rates, 
as  the  true  value  at  the  port  where  the  same  may  be  entered, 
upon  which  the  duties  shall  be  assessed.'* 

This  new  tariff  act  gave  tbe  force  of  law  to  the 
nullified  Treasury  circulars;  nay,  went  further  in 
subsequent  sections,  by  creating  four  traveling 
appraisers  to  go  from,  port  to  port,  to  secure,  as 
far  as  possible,  an  uniformity  of  duties  in  the  ports 
from  Eastport, Maine,  to  Puget's  Sound ,  in  Oregon. 
This  act  of  1851,  is  what  the  lawyers  coll  a  Con- 
gressional cogno  vUj  to  all  the  indictments  of  George 
Blvans  and  others,  in  the  Congress  of  1846.  Under 
the  old  Treasury  circulars,  issued  apiinst  law,  and 
under  this  law  alone  has  the  tariff  of  1846  been 
able  to  yield  revenue  enough  to  carry  on  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  meet  the  public  debt.  The  Treas- 
ury circulars,  however,  have  bequeathed  to  the 
country  hosts  of  law  suits,  fifty,  it  is  said,  in 
New  York  alpne,  still  undecided,  such  as  that  of 
Thompson  vs.  Collector  of  boston,  and  Giiswold 
vs.  Collector  of  New  York,  with  business  incum- 
bering the  Federal  courts,  and  running  up  the 
already  too  great  expenses  of  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary; and  with  hosts  of  demands  for  reftmding 
duties,  the  amount  of  which  can  be  seen  by  glanc- 
ing at  the  record  and  estimates  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury.  I  see  at  one  hasty  glance  now 
$439,588  in  **  repayment  of  duties  on  sugar  and 
molasses  illegally  exacted  by  collectors,  refunded 
under  a  decree  of  the  courts,  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Treasury  Department;"  and  these«  among  other 
such  items,  now  swell  up  the  apparent  expendi> 
tures  of  this  Grovernment! 

But,  sav  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  **if  the 
tariff  of  1846,  or  what  vou  now  call  the  tariff  of 
1S51,  yields  revenue  enough,  and  is  hi^h  enough, 
why  demand  any  change  m  such  a  tanff  ?  Why 
complain  of  it?  I  have  anticipated  such  a  ques* 
lion,  and  1  am  prepared  to  answer  it  now. 

THE  VICE  OP  THE  SYSTEM. 

The  essentia],  radical,  incurable  defect  of  the 
tariffs  of  1846  and  1851  is  the  universal  ad  vahremM, 
and  the  jniiiipU  of  them,  that  establishes  the  duty 
to  be  levied,  upon  the  ever-fluctuating,  ever-uncer- 
tain foreign  valuation.  It  is  wrong,  radically 
wrong,  that  foreign  nations  should,  in  foreign  in- 
voices, make  a  universal  American  tariff.  And  it 
is  a  wrong  that  no  stiff,  stern  legislation,  no  vio- 
lent Treasury  circulars,  no  traveling  appraisers 
can  ever  cure.  The  tariff  of  1851  has  followed  the 
foreign  invoice  down  to  the  place  of  export,  and 
affixed  to  it  there  all  costs,  and  charges,  and  com- 
missions—«o  far,  well-— but  levjriQg  a  duty  upon  a 
Manilla,  a  London,  or  a  Marseilles  invoice,  in  a 
New  York  custom-house,  is,  to  a  great  extent, 
collecting  American  duties  upon  a  torei^  tariff, 
in  Manula,  London,  or  Marseilles.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  inspire  confidence  in  these  foreign  invoices. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  an  American  merchant 
believe  ttiat  he  is  doing  business  on  fair  and  equal 
terms  with  the  London  born,  the  Manilla  born, 
and  the  Marseilles  born  merchant.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  know  for  a  certainty  in  New  York  whether 
or  not  the  invoice  is  a  real  6otia  fi(U  invoice,  or  if 
so,  whether  or  not  it  may  not  be  tmder,  or  ai>ove, 
the  general,  actual,  even  real  value  of  theeoods  in 
the  country  of  the  export.  It  is  impossible  to  find 
appraisers  that  know  every  country,  every  pro- 
duction, every  process  or  manufacture,  every 
price  of  every thing[,  everywhere — and  hence  there 
18  a  constant  collision  between  merchant  and  ap- 
praiser, between  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
the  business  of  the  country.  To  make  themselves 
universal  geniuses,  or  to  qualify  themselves  to 
presume  to.  know  everything  everywhere,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  you  will  find  scarcely  an  appraiser 
who  does  not  study  a  foreign  price-current  more 
than  he  studies  the  tariff  statutes  of  his  own  land, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  find  Wilmer*s  European 
Times  with  its  numerous  prices-current  (ana  not 
always  correct  ones)  hung  up  in  every  appraiser's 
office  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  customs  here 
in  Washington  eastward  to  Eastport,  and  west- 
ward to  San  Francisco.  Wilmer's  European 
Times  is  thus  practically  the  American  revenue 
law  of  the  land;  and  the  foreigner,  who  wants  to 
amend  the  American  statute  to  suit  him,  will  re- 
sort to  amending  the  prices-current  sent  from  Liv- 
erpool to  New  York.  "  Why  quit  our  own,  I  ask, 
to  stand  on  foreign  ground  ?*^  No  other  nation  does 


so.  The  British  revised  tariff  of  1846,  which  has 
so  often  been  commended  to  us  for  imitation,  col- 
lects only  ^^38,000  ($182,000)  per  annum  in  a  gross 
receipt  for  customs  of  ^3^,000,000  ($105,000,000) 
for  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties,  being  less 
than  one  fifth  of  one  per  cent,  of  this  immense  in- 
come from  imports !  All  Europe  pursues  a  aim- 
lar  course. 

The  errors  or  frauds  that  do  arise,  and  muat 
arise,  from  subjecting  all  the  productions  of  the 
earth  to  universal,  horizontal  ad  valorems  cannot  be 
got  over  or  sot  under,  however  much  the  attempt 
nuiy  be  made  to  avoid  the  facta  that  have  been 
marshaled  in  proof  of  the  allegation.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850,  exhibits  irresistably-conclusive  proof 
in  demonstration  of  them.  He  shows  that  prior 
to  the  act  of  Marcli,  1851,  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton alone,  the  appraisers  advanced  on  the  invoices, 
from  January,  1849,  to  October  1, 1850,  |4,098 
in  number,  thus:  • 
Whole  number  of  advances  in  New  York.  .2,359 
Whole  number  of  advances  in  Boston. 1,739 


4,098 


He  shows,  too,  that  in  an  importation  of  fruit 
(oranges)  shinp^  by  the  same  house,  from  St. 
ftfichaelsto  Pniladelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston, 
at  Philadelphia  they  passed  at  the  invoice  value; 
at  New  York  the  appraisers  advanced  it  75  per 
cent.;  and  at  Boston  92 per  cent.,  and  no  objec- 
tion or  appeal  was  made  by  the  importers.  A 
like  extraordinary  pimento  case  from  the  island  of 
Jamaica  is  set  forth.  Indeed,  I  mi^bt,  with  a  little 
research,  go  on  and  add  an  indefinite  number  of 
hke  casef— but  why  prove  appraisers  are  men, 
and  that  their  judgments  must  vary — and  that  thus 
there  must  be  a  very  unequal  system  of  duties  in 
the  wide-spread  ports  of  this  now  vast  Republic  of 
States? 

But  what  is  more  ruinous  to  the  commerce  and 
industry  of  the  country  than  all  these  various 

Srincipfes  of  universal  ad  valoremtf  is  the  ever- 
uctuating  basis  of  these  foreign  valuations,  upon 
which  our  commerce  and  all  our  manufacturing 
industry  are  obliged  to  stand.  As  well  stand  man 
and  labor,  it  seems  to  me,  upon  the  rolling  billows 
of  the  sea,  in  some  frail  bark,  without  chart  or 
rudder,  as  stand  man  and  labor  upon  ever-fluctu- 
ating foreign  valuations  in  foreign  ports.  The 
sliding  corn  laws  of  Qreat  Britain  have  been, 
throughout  the  world,  universally  condemned  as 
defective  in  equity  and  sound  principles  of  political 
economy;  but  here  is  a  sliding  scale  of  duties  in 
our  country,  based  upon  no  home-made  laws,  but 
upon  foreign  invoices,  foreign  valuations,  which, 
as  they  ^o  up  or  down  in  Europe,  go  up  or  down 
in  Amenca.  These  sliding  scales  operate  never 
favorably,  as  the  British  com  laws  did;  that  is, 
reducing  duties  when  imports  rise  in  price,  but 
just  the  reverse;  for  when  exports  rise  in  price 
m  Liverpool  or  London,  duties  rise  in  rates  in 
New  York,  and  the  very  moment  the  import 
should  be  made  as  cheap  as  possible  to  the  con- 
sumer, from  its  rise  in  price  abroad ,  that  very 
moment  it  is  made  dearer  to  the  consumer  by 
additional  duties  at  home.  No  duties  at  all  are 
better  protection  to  labor  at  home  than  such 
ever-fluctuating,  sliding  protection;  for  then  labor 
hopes  for  noOiing,  expects  nothing,  risks  no- 
thing, invests  nothing.  Iron,  for  illustration, 
was,  under  the  sufliciently-protective  ad  valorem 
prices  of  the  tariff  of  July  and  August,  1846, 
tempted  to  hope  on,  to  expect,  to  risk  more  rather 
than  to  invest  less;  but  as  prices  went  down  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  these  tariff  duties  of  1846  went 
down  lower  and  lower  here,  until  there  is  danger 
that  the  leading  iron  interests  of  the  country  will  be 
annihilated,  and  that  for  this  great  necessary  of  life 
we  become  altogether  subject  to  foreign  nations — 
their  power,  and  their  caprice.  If  iron  ever  rises 
in  pnce  abroad  above  the  high  prices  of  1846,  the 
consumer  will  have  to  pay  higher  duties  under 
such  an  ad  valorem  Uir'm  than  he  paid  under  the 
tariff  of  1842;  so  that  when  this  great  necessary 
of  life  may  be  most  needed  by  the  consumer  here, 
to  be  got  at  the  cheapest  rate,  higher  duties  at 
home  come  in  and  add  themselves  to  higher  prices 
abroad.  Our  tariff  system  now,  is  one  of  high  du- 
ties at  home  on  high  prices  abroad,  and  of  low 
duties  at  home  on  low  prices  abroad.  The  first 
is  ruinous  to  the  consumer;  the  second  ruinous 
to  the  home  producer. 
The  tariff  of  1846,  carried  out  by  the  tariff  of 
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1851t  yields  revenue  enough,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
more  than  enough.    The  country,  under  it,  is 

'  taxed  as  much  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  more  too. 
The  indictment  I  brhfig  against  the  existing  tanfi* 
is,  that  it  discriminates  against  American  interests, 
American  industry,  American  labor,  American 
merchants — seldom  or  never  in  their  behalf.  One 
count  in  that  indictment  is,  that  it  exacts  unneces- 
sary duties  upon  raw  materials  doming  into  com- 
petition with  nothing  American,  and  often  an 
equal  or  higher  rate  of  duty  on  the  raw  material 
than  upon  the  manufactured  article  of  which  it  is 
composed.  Another  count  in  that  indictment  is 
the  tact,  that  these  invariable,  universal,  horizon- 
tal ad  vaieremf  tempt  to  excessive  importations  be- 
yond our  means  to  pay,  or  to  great  fluctuations. 
When  foreign  products  are  low ,  duties  here  are  low ; 
when  higher  auties  would  be  better  for  the  coun- 
try, and  when  foreign  products  are  high,  duties 
here  are  high,  so  that  when  we  least  want  foreign 
goods,  from  their  excessive  abundance,  we  have 
the  most  of  them;  and,  when  we  most  want  them, 
we  have  to  pay  the  most  for  them.    The  whole 

•  system  thus  becomes  vicious  from  beginning  to 
end-*— vicious  not  only  to  industry  and  labor  at 
home>  but  vicious  to  commerce,  vicious  to  the  cur- 
rency, vicious  to  exchan|[es,  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, and  constantly  involving  individuals  in 
alternate  speculations  and  bankruptcies.  Under  it, 
we  Americans  are  taxing  ourselves  to  carry  on  our 
own  Government  as  the  capitalists,  and  the  wages 
of  labor  in  great  manufacturing  marts,  such  as 
Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  Lyons  may  dictate. 
The  tariff,  as  a  whole,  I  repeat,  is,  in  the  main, 
high  enouffh,  and  tlie  tariff  of  1646,  as  it  was 
passed,  under  the  then  existing  high  ad  valoremit 
was,  in  most  articles,  (if  duties  could  have  been 
enforced  upon  honest  ad  valcrenu^)  well  enough ; 
but  the  vicious  principle  upon  which  it  is  based 
will  never  be  acquiesced  in  by  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious people. 

RBVBNVK  raOH  TEXAS  AND  THE  PACIFIC. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  so  many  of 
the  people  of  this  country  demand  a  revision  of 
the  existing  tariff",  a  reduction  or  abolition  of  du- 
ties upon  some  articles,  and  a  modification  of 
others.  But  before  I  can  thorouj^hly  answer  the 
question  I  why  the  existing  tariff  has  yiehled  so 
much  revenue,  I  must  again  ask  attention  to  the 
growth,  prosperity,  aod  increase  of  the  country 
since  1846.  Texas,  at  that  time,  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition of  sufficient  security  to  yield  us  any  reve- 
nue. Indeed,  the  now  chief  importing  point  in  it. 
Point  Isabel,  was  then  practictnly,  if  not  theoret- 
ically, under  the  Mexican  Qovemment.  The  du- 
ties collected  at  Point  Isabel, 

Prom  Jaly  lot,  1949,  to  June  .%th,  1850,  wen. . .  f5v'i69  73 
Prom  July  lat,  1950,  to  Jtme  90Ui,  1851,  were. ..  4,3^1  78 
From  July  1st,  1851,  to  June  dOtb,  18M,  were.  ..100,561  80 

Total .^147,393  31 

This  is  one  port  in  Texas  alone,  beyond  United 
States  jurisdiction  in  1846, — but  Texas  importa- 
tions are  made  chiefly  in  New  York  or  New  Or- 
leans; and  no  table,  therefore,  can  be  prepared  to 
show  how  much  of  our  revenue  Texas  pays. 

The  whole  Pacific  coast  has  been  added  to  us 
since  1846,  with  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  and 
others.  San  Francisco  has  now  become  the  fourth 
or  fiAh  importing  citv  in  the  Union;  being  equal 
to,  if  even  behind.  New  Orleans.  I  have  a  table 
before  me  which  shows  the  receipts  from  customs, 
on  account  of  duties  on  mercnandise,  tonnage, 
light-money,  and  marine  hospital  money  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Orcigon,  to  be  in  all,  from  November 
12,  184»,  to  Dei[^ember,  1851,  #4,236,434.  The  de- 
tails may  be  interesting: 

Bin  Prmnciseo—lStfa  November  to  Slfft  De- 
cember, 1849 #116,469  88 

San  Francisco— 19Ui  November  to  dUt  De- 
cember, 1850 ^ ..     1,750,646  86 

Ban  PranciM^o— l»th  November  to  31it  De- 
cember, 1851 9,146,79168 

^,113,891  96 

fitonoma—  lOth  January  to  30th  June,  1851 . .         12,917  15 
Ban  Jooqnin-4i5th  July,  1651,  to  3Ut  Janu- 
ary, 1852 931  19 

Bacmmento— 7th  May  to  3lBt  Dec.,  1851....  1,778  48 

Ban  Diego— 13th  January  to  30th  September, 

1851 9,491-98 

Mbrfterey— 7lh  March  to  30th  September, 

1851 6,890  46 

Ornron— 3d  April,  1849,  to  30th  September, 
l»l 93,30176 

#4,986^434  58 


T4iese  are  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
swollen  the  importations,  and  consequently  the 
receipts  from  customs  (June  30th,  1851,)  up  to 
149,017,567.  If  they  have  gone  beyond  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  Whigs  in  1846,  it-  was  because 
the  tariff  of  1846  had  an  unlawful  substitute  found 
for  it  in  the  Treasury  circulars  of  Mr.  Walker, 
and  because  of  the  great  and  unexpected  increase 
of  the  country  geographically.  Under  all  circum- 
stances, as  we  grow  numerically  or  geographic- 
ally, we  must  buy  more  from  abroad,  and  consume 
more  at  home,  always  provided  we  can  have  the 
means  for  purchase. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Houston,]  the  ch<urman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  does  not,  I  presume,  de- 
sire to  make  his  closing  speech  to-day,  1  will  now 
more  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  desire  to  say,  that  I  un- 
derstood this  mornin?,  when  the  agreement  was 
made,  that  there  should  be  a  speech  from  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Arkansas,  and  also  one  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York;  that  it  was  likewise 
agreed  that  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  should  be  allowed  a  portion  of  the 
time  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  in 
reference  to  the  Indian  estimates,  which  I  shall 
not  have  time  to  investigate  in  my  closing  speech. 
If  I  was  mistaken  in  that,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
corrected. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood  the 
House  to  decide  that  the  debate  should  be  closed 
in  two  hours. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  From  conversation  with  the 
Speaker,  I  find  that  I  Mras  mistaken. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  two  hours  have  now 
elapsed,  and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  is  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Kentucky.  I  understand 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  desires 
to  postpone  hn  speech  until  Monday. 
*  Mr.  STANLY.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
is  unwilling  togo  on  with  his  speech  now  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  have  been  appealed  to  to 
postpone  my  speech  by  a  great  many  gentlemen, 
who  say  they  ore  exhausira,  and  desire  to  adjourn 
till  Mondav. 

Mt.  STANLY.  We  are  exhausted  every  day, 
but  we  cannot  help  ourselves. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  that  the  committee  do  now 
rise. 

Mr.  STANLY  demanded  tdlers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Chandlcr  and  Mason  ap- 
pointed. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in 
the  afHrmative — ayes  &1,  noes  66. 

The  commiuee  accordingly  rose,  and  the  Speak- 
er having  resumed  the  chair,  the  chainnan  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  had  had  the  Union  generally  under  con- 
sideration, and  particularly  House  bill  No.  207, 
and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

Mr.  STANLY.  What  is  the  report  from  the 
committee  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  the  committee  have 
come  to  no  conclusion  on  House  bill  No.  207. 

Mr.  STANLY.  By  the  Democratic  vote  of 
the  House',  ought  to  be  added  to  the  report,  only 
four  Whigs  voting  with  the  e^hty-one  ayes  in 
favor  of  the  rising  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  POLK.  Yes;  by  the  Democratic  vote! 
We  will  take  the  responsibility. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  then  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BfLL. 

Mr.  PORTER  nve  notfce  of  a  Mil  to  provtde  fbr  Hie 
hoidini;  of  on  tddittonal  term  of  the  cfrcuit  eooit  of  the 
United  Slates  for  tlie  dietrict  of  Mistoari. 

PETITIONS,  to. 

The  following  petitions,  memorials,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees : 

By  Mr.  STEVENS,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  the 
hoirt  of  Joseph  Young,  deceased,  praying  compcnsatloo 
for  the  destructioii  of  property  dunng  the  revolutionary 
war.  

By  Mr.  BENNETT :  The  remonstrance  of  130  citiseas 
of  New  York  against  the  renewal  of  Parkerhi  patent  as  to 
reacting  waier-wheels. 

By  ftfr,  HAMILTON :  The  petition  of  Leonard  Picking, 
William  White,  and  other  citizens  of  Frederick  county, 
Maryland,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Frederick  city,  by  way  of  Mechanfcttown  tod  Mount  St 
Marf%  to  BaNuinsbuif ,  Maijluid. 


By  Mr.  GOODENOW :  Tba  reoMnaruee  UUm^ 
Daggett  and  others,  asainst  the  renewal  of  a  iMctttoAtt- 
tin  and  Zebulon  Parker  for  alleged  improvemeau  it  n. 
action  water-wheels. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Lonisaaoa:  The  peiitioB  ofji^ 
Boyd,  praying  to  l>e  granted  the  right  of  picittayiioa  to  i 
tract  of  land  in  the  **  Bastrop  Grant,''  Louisiua. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  General  A»em!tiy  of  dw  Sttfe 
of  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  esfaUiskmeot  of  a  poit  tn^ 
/h>m  the  oiouth  of  Red  fiver  to  Bair^  Feoy  oa  the  S^ 
river. 

By  Mr.  FAULKNER :  The  memoria]  of  RobenN.  WUi 
and  others,  citiaens  of  Clarke  coanty,  Virgiaia,  reMnav 
ting  against  the  eitensioti  of  tlie  Wnodwonb  penat 

Also,  the  petition  of  nomerous  eitixena  of  SpriagMi 
Massachusetts,  praving  for  the  altoUtion  of  the  Bufitv|  m 
the  restoration  of  the  civil  superintendency  at  the  ataMtf 
armories. 

By  Mr.  8CUDDER:  The  peCitloB  of  Lewis  Crakj.ir 
Massachusetts,  owner  of  the  British  sdMoncr  Cmm, 
asking  that  she  may  be  admitted  to  registry  aadec  te  ten 
of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  CURTIS :  The  petition  of  sundry  cfiixen  of 
Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  iaamii 
daty  on  iron. 

By  Mr.  EDGERTON :  The  memorial  of  thecoaatyof- 
cers  and  other  citizens  of  Williams  county,  Ohio,  prajteffer 
the  passage  of  a  law  authorising  the  resmrey  of  die  towt. 
ships  of  St.  Joseph,  Centre,  and  Pulaski,  in  laidesaMj. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Putnam  and  Van  Wert  ceoiiei, 
for  a  mail  route  from  Findley,  via  Vaoghnsfillt,  DdftuM, 
Van  Wert,  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  PRICE :  The  memorial  of  Pike  Dvyn.  ^^ 
M.  Lawrence.  Stephen  Codit  %t  Co.,  W.  Joiinna  kCs., 
Uanres  h  Bollee,  and  otbera,  meiefaaali,  masten  sf  ?•»• 
sets,  and  i^ou  int^ested  is  the  navigatioa  of  die  PsMie 
river,  and  the  harbor  of  Newark,  prayiai  the  estsMialusaa 
of  additional  beacons  and  lights,  and  of  a  new  fiBg-M  u 
the  Pastaic  light  house. 

By  Mr.  BIS8ELL:  The  memorial  of  the  PieMcatonk 
Terre  Haute  Railroad  Company,  pnyiag  floragnttsfkii 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  said  road. 

Also,  the  memoria]  of  Epbrain ,  a  soldier  is  fte 

war  of  1819,  fi>r  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  SCHOOLCRAFT:  The  petition  of  E.Canii( 
and  other  citizens  of -Albany,  New  York.  askiaK  to  a  te- 
ther appropriation  to  the  Coilins  line  of  sieamsfs. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  petition  of  J.  W.  haki  mi 
Thomas  R.  Matthews,  of  Jaekaon  eoanty,  Ohio.piviV 
Ooagrsas  to  grant  them  additioval  eompeMBltaa,  Mai|p- 
aat  marshals  for  taking  the  Seventh  Censna. 

By  Mr.  MILLSON:  ThepetiUon  of  Natbanid  Ititfek, 
administrator  of  Richard  Taylor,  a  captain  in  thewvofte 
RevolBtion.  praying  fbr  commatMion  nay. 

By  Mr.  WELCH  :  The  petition  o^  R.  8.  Vtabtn  ni 
El^ah  Hutton,  of  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  askins  wkijUMi 
compensation,  as  assistant  marabals  in  taking  toe  Sevott 
Census. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Monk  2S,  1859. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Btnia. 

MAIL  CONTRACTS. 
The  PRESIDENT  pr©  tan.  laid  before  tke 8a- 
ate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  «»• 
munioatine,  in  compliance -with  a  resotatiooof  iIm 
Senate,  information  in  relation  to  contract  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  by  steam-shipe  between 
New  York  and  California;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  iempan  laid  befere  tbt 
Senate  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Wariungtoa 
county,  Pennsylvania,  nraying  that  the  traMport* 
ation  of  the  mails  on  Sunday  may  be  prohibits 
by  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cominittee  oa 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  tk 
heirs  of  Andrew  Pink,  an  officer  in  the  refolntwa- 
ary  war,  praying  commutation  nay;  which  «•• 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  RevofunonaryChnn*' 

Aiao,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Albany^** 
York,  praymg  that  the  bill  giving  further  natvt 
to  patentees  may  become  a  law;  which  w«  in- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  ihtrtm 
Office. 

Ahio,  three  petitions  of  citixeos  of  New  lort, 
praying  an  extension  of  Wood  worth  ^Bpal«tftr 
a  planing  machine;  which  weire  refcited  to  tw 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United  Statei, 

praying  that  the  public  lands  may  be  trasHOT 
to  the  States  on  condition  of  their  being  granj™ 
to  actual  settlers  free  of  cost;  which  was  referrtt 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.       rj  ai  d. 

Also,  a  communication  from  Lewis  H.  »•"* 
ford, 
documents 

furnished  tk,  v,.^  ».».<»,  ^ /       -,.• 

cales,  and  the  Library  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  which  ^^as  referred  to  the  Corammwon  ue 
Library.  '  ^  .  •  ^  *f 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  a  peCitiOB  <^^g^^ 
St.  Louis  cotinty » Miaaoiiri,       *    "    "  "~ 
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the  further  extension  of  Woodworth'spatentfora 
plaoing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coro- 
mittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  of  the  own* 
ers  and  masters  or  vesseUh  residing  in  the  counties 
of  Atlantic  and  Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  praying 
that  buoys  maybe  placed  in  the  new  inlet  of  Great 
Kgg  Harbor,  and  in  Hereford  Inlet;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FISH  presented  four  petitions  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  praying  an  extension  of  Wood- 
worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Pat-  [ 
ent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  West  Troy,  New 
York,  praying  that  the  billgiring  further  remedies 
to  patentees  may  become  a  law;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  T.  Edls,  prajring  a* 
pennon  for  the  services  of  his  fiither  in  the  rero- 
futlonary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions* 

•  Aiso,  a  petition  of  merchants,  ship-owners,  and 
others,  of  New  York,  praying  that  steam  vessels 
emf^yed  in  carrying  the  Uni^  States  mails  may 
be  prohibited  by  law  from  carrying  freight  and 
passengers  for  hire;  which  was  r^erred  to  the 
Committee^n  Commerce. 

Mr.  M  AsON  presented  theraemorial  ofThomas 
Ap  C.  Jones,  praying  to  be  restored  to  the  in- 
valid Navy  pension  roll,  and  to  be  allowed  arrears 
of  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Louisa  E.  Merrill,  pray- 
ing a  renewal  of  her  pensions;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Brooksville,  Maine,  praying  that  a  light- 
house may  be  erected  at  the  entrance  of  Buck's 
Harbor;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.    * 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  a  petition  of  merchants 
and  other  citizens,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  praying 
that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Collins 's  liAe 
of  steamships;  which  was  re&rred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Boston,  Massacfiusetts,  praying  an  extension 
of  Wood  worth's  patent  for  a  planing  machine; 
.which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Alsp,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  ah  extension  of  Wood- 
worth 'a  patent  for  a  planing  machine;  which  was 
•referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Leicester,  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  ocean 
postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr»  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  other  citizens,  of  Detroit,  Michi^n, 
praying;  that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Col- 
jtna's  hne  of  steam-ships;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  five  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Arkansas,  praving  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  Arkansas  Central  Railroad  Company,  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Merm>his,  byway 
of  Little  Rock,  to  the  boundary  of  Texas;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COOPEIR  presented  eleven  petitions  of  citi- 
zens €ft  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  Woodworth's  patent  for  a  planing 
machine;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  four  petitions  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Theodore  Whitney,  pray- 
ing permission  to  change  the  location  or  a  land 
warrant;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  the  renewal  of  Austin  and 
Zebulon  Parker's  patent,  for  improvement  in  wa- 
ter-wheels; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  four  memorials  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  an  extension  of 
Wood  worth 'spatent  for  a  planing  machine;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Comimttee  on  Patents  and  the 
PatMtOftce. 


Also,  a  communication  from  Henry  M.  Weaver 
and  E.  S.  Hendrickson,  in  relation  to  an  increase 
of  the  duly  on  cigars;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  John  A.  McGregor,  one 
of  the  heirs'of  WiUiam  McGregor,  praying  pay- 
ment of  a  balance  due  on  account  of  the  services 
of  his  late  fiuher  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  construction  of  a  sliip- 
canal  around  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary 's  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  an  appropriation  for  Vae  erec- 
tion of  beacon-lights  at  the  entranoe  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, through  the  straits  of  St.  Marie;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Charles  Bough ter  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas, 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  enable  them  to 
obtain  payment  of  their  claims  at  the  Treasury; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  the  memoricd  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  a  declaration  by  Congress  of  the  aoctrine 
of  non-intervention,  and  the  adoption  of  measures 
to  prevent  its  infVaction;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  assistant  marshals  for  ta- 
king the  Seventh  Census  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  praying  additional 
compensation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  German  town, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  a  modification  of  the  boun- 
ty land  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Ltj^lature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  navy- 
yard  and  dry-dock  on  the  lake  frontier;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against" 
the  further  extension  of  Woodworth'is  patent  for 
a  planing  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  office. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Armstrong,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  Sunday  may  be 
prohibited  by  law;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Iowa,  presented  two  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Lee  county,  Iowa,  praying  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  cbmmission  to  examine  and  settle 
all  claims  to  land  in  the  Sac  and  Fox  Half-Breed 
reservation;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  the  memorial  of 
Anne  Dudley,  keeper  of  the  light-house  at  St. 
Marks,  Florida,  praying  remuneration  for  losses 
caused  by  a  gale;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  WELLER  submitted  a  document  showing 
the  amounts  disbursed  by  the  city  of  Sacramento, 
CaKfbmia,  for  the  support  of  the  indigent  sick  of 
that  State,  prior  to  her  admission  into  the  Union; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claums. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pike  county,  Ilbnots,  praying  that  a  quarter 
section  of  land  may  be  granted  to  all  citizens  of 
the  United  States  becomm^i^  actual  settlers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NORRIS  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  praying  an 
amendment  of  the  charter  of  that  city;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a  daily  Hne  of  mail  steamers  between  St.  Louis 
and  New  Orleans,  and  the  intermediate  ports; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Uie  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WADE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  favor  of 
the  division  of  the  State  into  two  judicial  districts; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commhtee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  memorial  of  insurers, 
ship-owners,  and  others,  of  New  Orleans,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  United  States 


district  judge  for  Florida;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Boyd,  praying  the 
ri^ht  to  purchase  land  settled  and  iniprov^  by 
him,  within  the  Bastrop  Grant;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  I^od  Claims. 

Also,' resolutions  of  the  L^islature  of  Louisi- 
ana, in  favor  of  constructing  harbors  of  refuge, 
and  placing  buoys  at  proper  points  on  the  great 
Northeastern  mail  route  along  the  coasts  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  or  Louisiana; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Uommittee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  memorial  of  members  of 
the  bar,  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  pmying  an  increase 
of  the  salary  of  the  United  States  district  judge 
for  Michigan,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
at  which  it  was  adopted;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  three  memorials  of  citizens  of  Pennsylva* 
nia,  praying  the  declaration  by  Congress  of  the 
doctrine  of  non-intervention,  and  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  prevent  its  infraction,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Rei^ding,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  a  modification  of  the  bounty 
land  law;  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MALLORY  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  praying  the  'payment  of  the 
awards  of  the  judge  in  their  favor  under  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  Spcun ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS  FHOM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  two 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  map  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico,  commnnioated  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  18th  March,  reported  in  favor  of  printing 
the  same;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  granting  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Jesup, 
for  a  seminary  of  education;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  rending.  The  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions^ 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Chester 
Griswold,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon. 

He  also,  fVom  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  4he  petition  of  William  Dusenbury , 
praying  an  increase  of  pension,  submitted  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon. 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Lucretia  Barton,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  issue  duplicate  land 
warrants  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  sundry  petitions 
and  memorials,  asking  the  aid  of  Congress  in 
establishing  certain  mail  lines  of  steamers  therein 
indicated,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  deenaing  it  inexpedient  for 
them  to  take  any  proceedings  in  regard  to  tha 
aforesaid  memorials;  which  was  a^eed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Rodney  Cros- 
key,  American  Consul  at  Cowes  and  Southamp- 
ton, praying  remuneration  for  the  expenses  in- 
curred' in  entertaining  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  ship  St.  Lawrence  and  in  the  reception  of 
Kossuth,  asked  to  foe  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof;  whicluwas  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mary  F.  B.  Levely, 
widow  of  Henry  Levely,  captain  of  the  privateer 
Nonsuch,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  there,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OEYER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cath- 
arine Elwes,  praying  a  pension,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  th6  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  which  was 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  Belknap,  submiUed  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was 
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read  and  passed  to  the  seccmd  reading.    The  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN*  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  of  thcT 
inhabitants  of  Sedgwick,  Maine,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  port  of  entry  at  that  place,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  the  law  already  furnishing  adequate  rem- 
edy for  what  is  asked  m  the  memorials. 

NOTICE  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  BROOKE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  biH,  making  to  the  Spates 
of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  a  frant'of-lands,  to 
aid  in  tUe  construction  of  certain'railroads  therein. 

BILL  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  WALKER,  a^eeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way,  and  making  a  donation  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Manitoowoc  to  the 
Mississippi  riven  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time  oy  its  title,,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OR  Public  Lands. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Q.  Thomas  Howard; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  St.  John*«  church,  in  the 
city  of  Washington; 

Bill  for  the  rdief  of  William  C.  Easton;and 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Bryan  Callaghan. 

.     SURVET  OF  THE  CHINA  SBAS,  ETC. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  8th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  navigation  in  the  Northern,  China,  and 
Japan  seas.    The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

BATTLE  OF  CERRO  GORDA. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  in  relation 
to  a  supplemental  report  of  the  battle  of  Cerro 
Gordo,  made  by  General  G.  J.  Pillow  to  General 
W.  Scott,  recently  filed  in  the  War  Department 
by  Greneral  Scott,  and  which  has  never  been  pub- 
lished. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

UGHT-H0U8E  OFF  NANTUCKET. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

ReMolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  th«  Department  of  War 
•abmit  to  the  Senate  as  toon  ai*  pracricable  the  report,  esti- 
mate, and  plan,  in  reference  to  the  beacon  or  ligbt-nouae 
Btnicture  for  the  New  South  Shoal,  off  Nantucket. 

OUTHRIE'ff  SAFETY-VALVE. 

Mr.  DAVIS  submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration: 

Retolveif  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  reqneated 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  therefor,  and  to  test  by 
such  experiroents  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  tlie  value  and 
practicaJ  usefulness  of  the  safety-valve,  the  hydrostetie 
gauge,  and  Uie  indicator,  invented  by  Alfred  Guthrie. 

ST.  REGIS  INDIANS. 

Mr.  SEWARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Retolvd,  That  the  Secretary  of  ftie  Interior  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether  any  ami  what  sum 
is,  or  will  become  due  to  the  St.  Refis  Indians,  by  virtue  of 
a  treaty  made  with  the  New  York  Indianfi  by  Ransom  H. 
Gil  let.  commissioner,  and  upon  the  expediency  of  an  ap- 
pm|iriation  to  pay  the  sum  sn  due,  if  any. 

MEXICAN  BOUNDARY  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  WELLER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  agreed  to: 

Aecolpsd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Inferior  be  directed 
to  report  as  soon  as  practicable  to  the  Senate — 

1st.  Copies  of  aH  instructions  i^ven  to  the  commissioner 
appointed  to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the 
united  States  and  Mexico,  to|wther  with  all  correspondence 
U\  relation  to  said  boundary  noiyet  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

Qd.  Tlic  number  and  names  of  persons  employed  upon 
•aid  work. 

3d  The  amount  of  money  disbursed,  and  the  manner  in 
which  expended  by  the  present  commissioner. 

4th.  The  probable  Mnoujut  of  money  necessaiy  to  furnish 
said  work. 

Mr.  WELLER  also  submitted  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  s*enate  whether  any  charges  have  been  filed  in 
his  Department  against  the  commissioner  appointed  to  run 
and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  by  an  oflUcer  of  the  Army ;  and  if 
an,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  copiea  of  aU  pi^^ert  connecled 
therewith. 


ADMISSION  OF  LADIES. 

"I'he  PRESIDENT.  The  hour  of  one  o'clock 
having  arrived  within  a  minute  or  two,  the  Chair 
will  take  up  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BADGER.  For  the  first  time,  I  rise  on 
this  floor  as  the  advocate  of  the  fair  sex,  and  I  de- 
sire to  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  to  ask  their  unanimous  consent  this  morn- 
ing to  the  suspension  of  the  rule  which  excludes 
laaies  from  this  Chamber.  The  galleries  are  full; 
but  we  know  there  are  hundreds  of  fair  faces  and 
lovely  forms  who  will  be  excluded,  who  are  ex- 
tremely desirous  to  be  admitted  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Seimtbr  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  SouLE.]  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection 
this  once,  to  admit  them  on  the  floor,  and  I  pledge 
myself  never  to  renew  the  motion  again,  unless 
another  like  occasion  shall  arise.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  could  have  wished  that 
some  older  member  of  the  Senate  should  object,  but 
if  no  other  Senator  does  so  I  must  object  myself. 

Objection  being  made,  the  rule  was  not  sus- 
pended. 

NON-INTBRVENTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clarke's  resolution  on  the  subject  of  non-inter- 
vention. 

Mr.  SOULE  addressed  the  Senate  at  length,  and 
advocated  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Cass. 
Our  report  of  his  speech  is  withheld  for  revision, 
and  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  22, 1852. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.    Prdyer 
by  the  Rev.  CM.  Butler. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  believe  there  is  a 
motion  pending  to  suspend  the  rules,  which  was 
submitted  by  me  on  Monday  last. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  Monday  last,  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  King]  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules^,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
bill,  and  duritig  the  pendency  of  that  motion  the 
House  adjourned.  It  is  therefore  the  first  busi- 
ness in  order,  and  is  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  This  is  resolution 
day,  I  believe,  and  if  the  House  will  suspend  the 
rule  which  authorizes  motions  of  suspension  on 
this  day,  and  call  the  States  for  resolutions,  every 
'  gentleman  here  will  probably  have  an  opportunity 
during  the  day  of  offering  the  bills  and  resolutions 
he  has  ready.  If  this  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
shall  fail,  and  if  I  can  get  the  floor,  I  will  move  to 
suspend  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  seventh  rule, 
which  authorizes  motions  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
be  made  on  Monday;  and  the  call  of  the  States 
can  then  be  commenced  where  we  last  led  off*. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York.  I  suppose  debate  is 
not  in  order  upon  my  motion,  but  I  desire  to  make 
a  very  brief  explanation  of  the  character  of  the 
bill  wliich  I  am  endeavoring  to  report.  It  is  one 
which  proposes  to  amend  the  law  heretofore  passed 
authorizing  tfaedistrict  judges  in  the  district  courts 
to  call  in  a  district  judge  from  another  district,  in 
case  of  the  sickness  or  disability  of  any  of  the 
judges,  by  extending  its  provisions  to  cases  where 
the  calendar  is  crowded,  and  the  business  of  the 
court  requires  an  additional  judge.  The  bill  has 
passed  the  Senate  unanimously,  and  the  state  of 
the  business  in  the  district  courts  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  imperiously  requires  its  early  passage 
by  this  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  (interrupting.)    With  the 

Sermission  of  the  gentleman  rrom  New  York,  I 
esire  to  oflfer  a  resolution  which  will  greatly  ex- 
pedite the  business  of  the  House,  by  enabling  gen- 
tlemen to  make  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  KING.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee will  allow  ihis  matter  to  bedisposed  of  first, 
and  I  shall  not  then  object  to  his  resolution.  But 
this  is  a  bill  which  I  have  been  waiting  two  months 
for  an  opportunity  to  present. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and,  on  a  divis- 
ion, there  were — ayes  69,  noes  30;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.VENABLE  demanded  tellers;  which  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Yknabls  and  White,  of 
Kentudcy,  appointed. 


And  the  question  being  again  pot,  the  td)m 
reported — ayes  81,  noes  fM;  no  quorum  Totio^. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  moved  tbatthoebc 
a  call  of  the  House. 

Several  Members.  ''  Oh,  no !  '*  *«  Letii  btt 
a  recount." 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Very  weO;  I  wffl  withdnw  my 
motion. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  tellera  ntmti 
their  places;  and,  on  a  recount,  there  were— tfet 
90;  noes  not  counted. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative)  tht 
]  rules  were  suspended. 

DISABILITT  OF  JUDGES. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  from  tbe  Coonui- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary,  then  reported  back  Senaii 
bill  **  Amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  lo 
provide  for  holding  the  courts  of  the  United  Stain 
m  case  of  the  sickness  or  other  disabitby  of  tbf 
judges  of  district  courts,' "  approved  July  29,1850. 
with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

*<  But  no  «och  district  Judge  ttMOl  hare  appcsli  hm  i» 
trict  courts.'* 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  amesjiftMt^ 
it  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  then  red  kthiai 
time  and  passed.  ^ 

MESSRS.  DUNHAM  AITD  FlVCH. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  Spetker, 
it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  the  House  that  tbe  ja- 

?leasant  misunderstanding  occurring  h»e  on  the 
7th  instant,  between  our  brother  menben, 
Messrs.  Dunham  and  Fitch,  was  refenred  io4 
submitted,  at  the  instance  of  the&  respectirefrieodi, 
to  the  Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  and  mjseif; 
and  further,  that  having  declared  what  webefiered 
to  be  the  plain  duty  of  each  to  the  other,  it  it  ia 
our  power  to  state,  that  all  difference  has  ben 
justly  and  honorably  settled.  * 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  I^TTH  RULI. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  now  moTe  to 
suspend  the  137th  rule,  which  authorizes  motiois 
to  be  made  upon  Mondays  to  suspend  the  nilei, 
in  order  that  the  States  may  be  called  for  mohh 
tions  under  the  26th  rule,  commencing,  aiKlertht 
practice  of  the  House,  where  the  last  call  tenia* 
nated. 

Mr.  STANLY.  If  this  motioa  prerailf,  wiH 
it  not  give  us  an  opportunity  to  introduce  btHi 
also? 

The  SPEAKER.  Certainly.  The  effect  of 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  viB 
be  to  brin^  the  House  directly  to  the  call  of  Stata 
for  resolutions,  giving  rise  to  no  debate,  and  fior 
bills  in  the  hands  of  mdividual  members  of  whieb 
previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  to  inouire  o(  tbe 
Chair  whether  the  homestead  bill  tares  iu  pt&ee 
as  the  special  order  to-morrow  or  on  Wednewifi 
as  some  gentlemen  have  suggested  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  To-morrow;  so  the  CI«A 
informs  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Then,  if  this  day  is  con- 
sumed  in  receiving  resolutions,  the  deficieoej  biB 
will  have  no  chance  at  all,  unless  the  geodeinaa 
from  Tennessee  will  take  some  steps  to  ponpooe 
the  homestead  bill  for  a  day  or  two  longer. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Thereisnoesrtlilr 
chance  of  its  being  passed  to-day,  even  if  wt  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  is  very  tmt;  bat  tk 
day  may  be  consumed  in  investigating  it. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  wish  to  know  whether,  if 
we  were  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  gwtleiiua 
from  Tennnessee,  resolutions  might  not  be  iou^ 
duced  and  passed  by  a  bare  majonty  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  a  resolution  was  lutro- 
duced,  and  debate  arose  upon  it,  it  wouM  go  0T«r 
until  next  resolution  day.  If  the  previous  qoe*- 
tion  was  called,  and  the  House  sustained  it,ii 
would  of  course  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  opoi 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FOWLER.    Bv  a  majonty  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Yep. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  Then  I  i>bject  to  the  raouon 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  call  fortfte 
yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

HOMESTEAD  BILL. 
Mr.  STANLY.  I  would  ask  the  Chair  whethtf 
the  House  can,  by  a  two  thirds  vote,  po*po" 
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i^e  homesiead  bill  until  some  day  beyond  to- 
lorrow. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  can. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Then  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
inn  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  to  give  way  and 
it  that  motion  be  made.  It  will  give  us  two  or 
bree  days  more  upon  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  JONES.  I  yield  for  that  purpose,  but  it 
rill  require  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Then  I  move  that  the  special 
rder  fixed  for  to-morrow — being  the  homestead 
ill — be  postponed. 

The  SPEAKER.    Until  when? 

Mr.  STANLY.  Until  any  time  the  gentleman 
rom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  wishes.  Say  "till 
Thursday  next." 

Mr.  HAMILTON.  No;  say, ««  until  the  defi- 
iency  bill  shall  be  disposed  of.  ' 

Mr.  STANLY.  Very  well,  then,  say  until  the 
lelSciency  bill  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  think  we  had  better  have 
hi8^  matter  definitely  arranged.  And  as  a  great 
leal  is  said  about  the  pressure  for  the  passage  of 
he  deficiency  bill,  and  about  the  drafts  of  the 
jrovemment  being  protested,  and  all  that,  I  am 
Mrillin?  that  the  homestead  biU  shall  be  postponed 
intil  to-morrow  week.  It  seems  to  me  that  after 
he  length  of  time  which  has  already  been  devoted 
x>  the  deficiency  bill,  a  week  more  will  be  suffi- 
;ient  to  dispose  of  it. 

The  SPEAKER.'Is  there  objectyn  to  the  post- 
[>onement  of  the  special  order  fixed  for  to-morrow, 
iintil  lo-morrow  week } 

Mr.  SMART.    I  object. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Then  I  move  to  suspend  the 
rulefl  to  enable  me  to  submit  my  motion. 

The  question  being  put,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stanlt  was  Uien 
put  and  agreed  to. 

So  the  homestead  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
nnorrow  week. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  a  motion  to  suspend  for  tonday  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seventh  rule  of  the  House. 

A  Member.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  that 
motion } 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  to  bring  the  House 
to  a  call  of  the  States — beeinning  with  South  Car- 
olina— for  resolutions,  and  for  bills  of  which  pre- 
vious notice  has  been  given,  but  neither  of  which 
to  five  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  the  result  was — yeas  99,  nays  73-— as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— MeuMv.  Aikeo,  WilUt  Allen,  John  Appletnn, 
Aven!tt,Thm.  H.  Bayly,  Beate,  Bibi^aus,  Bissell.  Bocock, 
Briicg,  A.  6.  Brown,  Busby,  Caskie,  Cbarchwelj,  Clark, 
Clinfman,  Cobb,  Cullnm,  Curtis,  John  G.  Davu,  Davrann, 
Dimmick,  Dockery,  Duncan,  Dunham,  Edmundson,  Faulk- 
ner, Ficklin,  Fitch,  Freeman,  Thomas  J.  D.  Fuller.  Gam- 
ble, Goylord.  Hall^  Hamilton,  Hammondjlsbara  O.  Harris, 
Bampson  W.  Harri*,  Hendricks,  Henn,Hlllyer,  Holladay, 
Houston,  Howard,  Thomas  M.  Howe,  Inft^rsoll,  Jackson, 
Andrew  Jobmum.  James  Johnson,  John  Johnson,  Robert 
W.  John«>n,  Georne  W.  Jones,  J.  Clancy  Jones,  Kurtz, 
Letcher,  Mace,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  McCorkle,  McDon- 
al'l,  McLanahan,  Mc.Mnllin,  McNair,  McQueen,  Meade, 
Mill!*on,  John  Moore,  Morehead,  Morrison,  Nnbers.Olds, 
Andrew  Parker,  Phelps.  Powell,  Price,  Richanbon,  Riddle, 
Rnhtiins,  Robinson,  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Skelton,  Sniitlv 
BcnjAinin  Stanton,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Richard  H.  Stan- 
Ion,  Abraham  P.  Stevens,  Stone,  St.  Martin,  Strortiir.  Stu- 
art, Georfo  W.  Thompson.  Vcnable,  Wallace,  Walch, 
Ward,  Watklns,  Wilcox,  Wildrick,  WUljaros,  and  Wood- 
ward—99. 

NATS— Messrs.  Allison,  William  Appleton,  Babcock, 
Barrere,  Bardett,  Bennett,  Bowie,  Brenton,  Brooks,  Geoqte 
H.  Brown,  Buell,  Burrows.  E.  Carrihgtoq  Cabell,  Josepli 
Cable,  Thommion  Campbell,  Chandler,  Chapman,  Cleve- 
lanil,  Dotv,  Durkee.  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Efvans,  Floyd, 
Fowler,  Henry  M.  Fuller,  Gentry,  Oood«DOV,  Geey,  Grow, 
Harper,  Haws,  Haven,  Hibbard,  Hortford,  Thomas  Y. 
How,  Ives,  Jenkins,  Daniel  T.  Jones,  George  6.  King, 
Prenton  King,  Knhns,  Mann,  Martin,  Meachara,  Miner, 
Molony,  Heniy  D.  Bfoore,  Murray,  Newton,  Orr,  Samuel 
W.  Pntker.  Peaalee,  Penninian,  Perkins,  Porter,  Ross, 
Backett,  Scnermerhorn,  SchoolcraA,  Schoon maker,  Scud- 
drr,  David  L.  Seymour,  Smart,  Snow,  Stanly,  Taylor, 
Thurston,  Townshcnd,  Tuck.  Welch,  Wells,  Addison 
White,  Alexander  White,  and  Yates— 73. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER,  The  first  business  in  order 
is  the  call  for  resolutions  from  the  State  of  Hlinois. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  tl)e  Whole' on  the  state  of  the  Union.  , 
ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.    I  ask  the  gentleman  from 


Alabama  to  allow  me  to  offer  a  resolution  which^ 
if  adopted,  will  do  much  to  expedite  the  business 
of  the  House.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  read  for  in- 
formation, and  then  gentlemen  can  object  to  i( 
if  they  see  fit. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  the  standing  and  other  eororoittees  of  the 
House  be  hereby  authorized  to  band  in  their  reports,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  to  be  by  bim  entered  on  the  Journal, 
auid  placed  on  the  docket,  or  list  of  bills,  in  the  order  iu 
which  they  may  be  presented  to  him,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  House,  reserving 
to  the  committeee,  in  special  cases,  authority  to  make  re- 
ports to  Uie  House.  And  the  clerk  shall  have  ail  such  re- 
pohs  and  accompanying  papers  printed,  under  direction 
of  the  committee  which  reports  Uiem,  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  With  the  permission  of 
the  House,  I  will  offer  a  remark  or  two  upon  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  It  is  not  in  order  for  the 
gentlenum  to  debate  it;  if  he  does  it  will  have  to 
go  over. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  WeU,  I  wiU  not  debate  it. 
I  desire  to  get  it  before  the  House.  During  this, 
now  nearly  four  months,  session,  seven  weeks  have 
transpired,  in  which  there  has  been  no  general 
call  of  the  standing  committees  for  reports.  Now, 
I  desire  to  provide  that  committees  may  report  at 
any  time,  by  filing  them  with  the  Clerk,  and  under 
the  direction  of  xhe  Speaker,  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  or  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  This 
will  give  committees  an  opportunity  to  report.  I 
hope  I  shall  have  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STANLY.    1  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  now  insist  upon  my  mo- 
tion to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to— ^yes  92,  noes  36. 

DBFICIENCr  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tJie  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Stuart  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  business  in  order 
is  House  bill  No.  207,  being  a  bill  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30lh  of  June,  1852,  upon 
which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hout- 
tonI  is  enutled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  wiU  be 
impossible  for  me,  within  the  hour  allowed  me, 
to  take  up  every  item  that  is  in  the  bill  now  under 
consideration,  and  give  it  even  a  very  brief  eicpla- 
nation.  I  will  not,  therefore,  occupy  the  time  of  the 
committee  in  enumerating  all  the  separate  items 
in  the  bill.  But  I  shall  rely  upon  being  able  to  do 
so,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  members  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  we  go 
into  the  five  minutes'  debate  upon  the  bill,  if  they 
shall  be  assailed. 

The  main  items  in  this  bill,  which  seem  likely  to 
obstruct  its  speedy  passage,  are  the  items  to  which 
I  now  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  consume  all  the 
time  I  shall  have. 

ft  will  be  well  for  me,  however,  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  an  item  of  |279,5I7 
which  appears  in  the  bill,  and  which,  without  an 
explanation,  might  seem  to  haye  been  regarded  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  a  deficien- 
cy, when,  in  truth,  it  is  not  a  deficiency.  That 
item  amounts  to  ^79,517,  and  has  been  reported 
in  this  bill  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  the  piurpose  of  having  Congress  pass  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  subsitence  department  to  use  that 
amount  m  advance  of  the  passage  of  the  regular 
army  apprbpriation  bill.  The  committee  regarded 
this  course  as  proper,  and  intended  to  enable  the 
department  to  use  that  amount  in  the  months  of 
March  and  April,  in  the  purchase  of  supplies  for 
the  fiscal  year  endhig  30th  June,  18^,  that  the 
department  might  be  enabled  to  have  them  in  a 
utate  of  forwardness  to  meet  the  demands  at  the 
beginning  of  that  fiscal  year.  A^n,  that  is  the 
best  season  of  the  year  for  making  purchases. 
This  was  recommended  by  the  department,  and  the 
committee  concurred  in  the  recommendation.  Jt 
is  no  increase  of  the  appropriation,  but  a  mere 
authority  to  use  that  sum  in  advance  of  the  regu- 
lar army  appropriation.  The  committee  deducted 
that  sum  from  the  estimates  for  the  subsistence 
department,  in  the  regt^lar  army  appropriation 


bill.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  this,  in  truth,  is  not 
a  deficiency. 

In  the  discussion  upon  this  bill,  I  desire  to  state 
all  the  facts  that  bear  upon  the  appropriations 
asked  for  the  quartermaster's  department  (which 
are  the  main  items  in  controversy)  as  fainy  and 
distinctly  to  the  House  as  I  jcan. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  investigation  it  becomes 

g roper  for  me  to  ask,  how  and  why  does  this  de- 
ciency  exist  in  that  department  of  the  Qovern- 
ment?  Now,  I  may  be  answered  in  one  of  two 
ways.  In  the  first  place,  gentlemen  may  tell  me 
that  the  deficiency  escists  because  a  sufficient 
amount  of  m^ney  was  not  given  to  that  branch  of 
the  service.  Admit,  if  yoti  please,  that  the  an- 
swer is  a  true  one,  the  question  then  arises,  *'  who 
is  responsible  to  the  country  for  the  failure  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
country?**  In  answer  to  that  argument,  we  have 
but  to  refer  to  the  Journals  of  the  last  Congress, 
and  there  you  will  find  that  the  proposition  to  reduce 
the  estimates  of  the  Administration  now  in  power, 
came  from  one  of  its  leading  and  distinguished 
friends  upon  this  floor.  The  political  party  with 
which  I  am  connected  did  not  propose  that  reduc- 
tion, but  it  was  proposed  by  prominent  members 
of  that  party  who  are  the  particular  friends  of  the 
Administration;  thereby  saying  to  the  Democrats 
of  the  House  and  the  country,  **  we  can  get  along 
with  less  money  than  these  estimates  call  for— we 
don't  want  that  lar^e  amount— we  can  administer 
the  Government  with  the  one  half  of  that  sum.** 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Democrats  are  not 
responsible  for  the  present  deficiencies.  >  The  re- 
sponsibility is  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
When  the  friends  of  the  Administration  get  up 
and  say,  **  we  want  these  estimates  reduced,"  is  it 
the  duty  of  the  Democrats  to  say  they  shall  not 
be  reduced,  and  thereby  force  upon  the  party  in 
power  more  money  than  they  want?  Or  is  it 
their  duty  to  vote  the  reduction?  If  I  had  been 
here  I  should  most  certainly  have  voted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  reouest  of  the  friends  of  this  Ad- 
ministration in  reoucing  the  amount  below  the  es- 
timates. If  I  had  done  otherwise,  they  might  have 
said  I  was  trying  to  force  them  into  large  expend- 
itures. It  then  becomes  apparent  that  whatever 
responsibility  jests  upon  Congress  for  this  defi- 
ciency, rests  not  upon  the  Democrats,  but  upon  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  and  they  should  be 
the  last  to  complain  that  the  supplies  were  insuffi- 
cient. 

But  I  pass  from  that,  and  inc[uire,  in  the  next 
place,  are  there  any  abuses  existing  in  the  expend- 
iture of  the  public  money  in  the  service  of  the 
quartermaster's  bureau  ?  In  answering  that  ques- 
tion, I  shall  be  compelled  to  say,  that  whatever 
member  who  has  looked  into  the  subject  knows,  at 
well  as  I  do,  that  there  have  been  and  are  now 
enormous  abuses  existing  in  that  department. 

The  first  abuse  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  at^* 
tention  of  this  committee,  is  that  growing  out  of 
the  improper  location  of  the  various  posts  around 
our  fVontier;  but,  I  am  glad  to  say,  tnat  in  many 
of  these  things  the  present  Secretary  of  War 
shows  a  disposition  and  determination  to  amend, 
and  to  prevent  these  abuses  in  future.  Some  of 
the  poets  ,are  located  in  towns  and  viUageiy  and 
other  improper  places — inconvenient  to  water,  fuel, 
grazing,  and  forage  of  all  kinds— cmd,  as  a  legiti- 
mate consequence  of  such  improper  location,  they 
have  to  haul  wood,  water,  hay,  grain,  and  all 
supplies,  a  great  distance,  and  at  enormous  prices. 

One  of  the  posts  in  New  Mexico  is  established 
in  Santa  F€,  and  is  a  most  extravagant  place — a 
place  where  all  the  supplies  for  the  army,  where 
all  the  forage,  and  everything  that  keeps  up  the 
army — men  and  horses— costs  considerably  more 
than  it  would  have  cost  had  the  post  been  located 
nearer  to  the  frontier,  and  in  a  place  more  conve- 
nient ibr  supplies  of  every  description. 

I  mention  only  this  one  post*,  I  might  mention 
many  others,  to  which  these  remarks  would  ap- 
ply with  equal  force.  Colonel  Swords,  who  be- 
longs to  the  Quartermaster's  department,  reports 
that  some  hair  dozen  of  these  expensive  and  un- 
suitable posts  have  been  abandoned,  and  new  sites 
have  been  selected  more  convenient  to  the  frontier, 
as  well  as  to  such  supplies  as  the  army  needs  and 
must  have. 

Another  item  of  abuse,  to  which  I  caU  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  is  in  the  manner  of  making 
contracts  for  the  supplies  for  the  army.  Con- 
tracts are  made  by  the  subsistence  d^>artfiMnt,i» 
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Sursuance  of  a  law  to  that  e^ect,  and  under  the 
irection  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  •  Those  sup- 
plies are'  yery  oAen,  if  not  always,  contracted  to 
oe  delivered  at  points  very  remote  from  the  place 
where  they  are  to  be  usea.  Supplies  iiuended  for 
the  post  at  San  Antonio,  on  the  border  of  the 
Texan  frontier,  are  delivered  and  received  at  Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  thereby  in- 
creasing the  distance,  and  of  course  the  cost  of 
transportation,  to  a  very  large  extent.  The  cost 
of  transportation  is  one  of  the  heavy  items  that 
draws  upon,  and  to  a  large  extent  absorbs,  the 
money  fippropriated  to  the  quartermaster's  bu- 
reau. 

"  But  there  is  another  thing.  We  find  not  only 
that  the  contracts  to  deliver  these  supplies  at  dis- 
tant points,  not  only  increase  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting them  to  the  points  of  consumption,  but 
that  another  abuse  arises  out  of  it:  and  that  is  in 
the  manner  of  packing  up  the  provisions  and  sup- 
plies preparatory  to  their  being  received  by  the 
quartermaster's  department.  In  many  cases  pro- 
visions are  packed  up  in  cases  or  barrels  weighing 
one  third  as  much  as  the  provisions  or  supplies 
themselves.  This  is  an  astonishing  fact,  yet  it  is 
neverthjdess  true.  To  s^istain  this  statement,  I 
will  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Colonel 
Swords  to  the  quartermaster  general: 

<<  As  a  meaiM  of  reducing;  Ute  expenses,  I  woald  sufgcst 
the  proper  packing  of  the  tiubsistenco  stores.  Large  quan- 
tities or  bacon  and  bard  bread  have  been  oent  out  packed 
in  heavy  harr«l8,th^  weight  of  the  barrel  being  as  forty 'five 
10  one  hundred  and  eii;ttfy-flve  of  the  bacoo,  and  as  thirty- 
five  to  ninety-^  ve  of  tiie  hard  bread.  Of  the  latter  article, 
very  littti*  if  any  should  be  sent  out,  flour  being  much  more 
convenient  to  pack,  and  generally  prepared  by  the  men. 
Hard  bread  might  be  made  in  the  country  when  necessary. 
I  Would  also  suggest  Ihat  tlie  fiour  and  bac<>n  sent  from  the 
Missouri  frontier  be  purchased  at  Fort  Leavenworth  iust^id 
of  at  St.  Louis,  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Leavenworth 
^miahing  supplies  of  as  good  quality,  and  at  as  cheap 
rates  as  they  can  he  purchased  at  St.  Louis.  This  coiurae 
would  save  tiie  exp«nse  of  its  traasportation  up  tlie  Mi»- 
■ouri,  and  avoid  the  risk  of  its  being  lost  or  damaged  on  the 
way." 

-  Now,  sir,  we  have  not  only  to  pay  transporta- 
tion upon  everything  weactuaUy  use,  for  that  great 
distance,  but  we  absolutely  pay^  in  the  case  of 
hard  bread,  transportation  upon  ninety -five  pounds 
of  bread  and  upon  thirty-five  pounds  of  wood, 
which  contains  it.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  tliere 
is  no  economy  in  this,  but  great  abuse;  for  more 
than  one  thira  of  the  cost  of  transportation  is  paid 
for  transporting  that  which  ia^ot  no  earthly  use 
when  it  reaches  its  destination. 

I  am  inquired  of,  who  is  responsible  for  those 
abuses?  I  intend  to  show,  before  I  take  my  seat, 
where  that  responsibility  rests.  The  quartermas- 
ter has  no  discretion  upon  that  subject.  He  is 
bound  to  receive  the  supplies  where  they  are 
deliverable  and  delivered,  under  the  contract, 
and  it  is  before  us  in  the  report  of  the  quarter- 
master general,  that,  in  transporting  these  pro- 
visions to  the  place  where  they  are  needed,  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  tnem  are  spoiled,  or 
so  damaged  that  they  are  condemned  as  unfit  for 
use,  and  have  to  be  sold  at  a  great  loss  or  thrown 
away  entirely.  I  will  read  a  statement  from  Bre- 
vet Captain  A.  W.  Bowman,  to  show  the  amount 
of  subsistence  stores  condemned  at  Paso  del  Norte^ 
Texas,  from  the  1st  day  of  October,  1849,  to  July 
31st,  1851: 

3  iMirrels  and  68  pounds  of.  pork. 

58,561  pounds  of  bacon. 
7,088^  pounds  of  hams. 

30  barrels  and  172  pounds  of  flour. 

994  pounds  of  hard  bread. 

3  bushels  and  7  quartecs  of  b^ms. 
617  pounds  of  rice.  • 

96  pounds  of  coflfee, 

183  pounds  of  sugar. 

13  pounds  of  candles. 

4  quarts  of  salt. 
114  gallons  of  pickles. 

Of  the  bacon  received  from  Captain  Cobum : 
flan  Eli £ario, 2,956  llis.,  issued  to  Oapt.  Johns,  eondemned. 
Doiia  Ana,  5,450  Itw.,  issued  to  Lieut.  Trevitt,  condemned. 
Copper  mine, 4,351  lbs.,  iasucd  to  Lieut.  Green,  condemned. 

1  could  read  other  reports  and  statements  equal- 
ly strong  and  pointed,  but  I  have  not  the  time, and 
I  merely  refer  to  this  as  a  sample  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  department  of  the  public  service  is 
being  carried  on. 

Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  great 
«buse  that  has  crept  into  the  service.  It  is  to  be 
found  in  the  high  price  paid  for  forage  of  every 
.description.  We  nave,  in  some  instances,  paid 
fifty  dollars  a  ton  for  hay.  In  a  country  abound- 
ing in  grass,  we  haVe  paid  thirty,  forty,  aud  as 
Jhi^b  as  fifty  doUars  .a  ton  for  .^ay,  as  fpGs4  for 


horses,  and  that,  too,  made  out  of  the  grass  grow- 
ing in  the  woods,  which  our  troops  would  have  as 
much  right  to  cut  and  save  as  any,  one  else.  All 
must  admit  that  there  is  great  wrong  in  this.  But 
this  abuse  is  not  confined  to  hay  alone.  You  may 
take  grain  of  every  description,  and  the  prices  paid 
for  it  are  enormous.  Take,  also,  the  article  of 
fuel,  I  mean  wood,  cut  from  the  woods  in  which 
the  posts  ought  to  be  located,  if  they  are  not;  and 
what  do  we  find  ?  Some  of  the  posts  are  so  loca- 
ted that  the  wood  has  to  be  hauled  thirty  or  forty 
miles.  Is  not  that  an  extraordinary  state  of  things .' 
Let  me  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Colond 
Swords: 

*^l  proceeded  to  Albuquerque,  the  station  of  one  company 
of  drai^ns  and  one  company  of  infantry,  for  whose  accom- 
modadon  quartun  were  aired  at  the  rate  of  ^375  per  roomh. 
(See  page  No.  4.)  The  expenses  at  this  post  were  large, 
owing  to  tt!«  position.  Fuel  had  to  be  hauled  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  miles,  and  some  of  the  comtlrom  thirty  to  thir- 
ty-five miles.  The  pKce  of  the  com  ranging,  at  the  crib, 
from  oae  dollar  sixty  cents  to  two  dollars  eigtity  cents  fta 
iftisihel,  and  the  price  of  fodder  from  one  dollar  fifty  cents  to 
two  dollars  j)er  one  hundtf  d  pounds.  In  addition  to  the  dra- 
goon horses  and  mules,  mere  were  one  hundred  and  ten 
mules  and  seven  horseip  requiring  to  be  fed  on  the  fbrage 
purchased  at  these  tiigh  rates." 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  when  the  command- 
ing officer  has  the  whole  country  in  which  to  se- 
lect a  site  for  a  post, it  would,  at  least,  seem  prop- 
er that  he  should  locate  it  near  to  places  where 
he  could  get  his  supplies,  of  every  description ,  with 
more  convenience,  and  at  a  more  reasonable  rate 
of  cost. 

Mr.  HALL,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ana  Means.  He  has  read  a  statement*  of 
the  amount  paid  in  New  Mexico  for  hauling  corn 
under  this  Administration.  I  will  ask  the  gentle- 
man how  much  it  cost  the  Gk^vernmentper  man  to 
furnish  the  volunteers  with  forage  during  the  war 
with  Mexico,  when  those  volunteers  were  stationed 
in  New  Mexico?  Did  it  cost  the  Government  a 
single  cent? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  am  not  prenared  to  an- 
swer that  question  distinctly,  for  I  have  not  the 
data  before  me. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  how  much  it 
now  costs  th6  Government  of  the  IT nited  States  to 
supply  each  horse  in  the  dragoon  service  in  New 
Mexico  ?  I  ask  if  it  does  not  cost  three  or  four 
hundred  dollars  a  year? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  reported  cost  of  the 
keep  of  one  mule  in  Mexico  is  $320  a  year,  but 
in  that,  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  will  find  by 
reference  to  the  table,  was  included  many  other 
things  besides  the  mere  feed  of  the  mule.  With  the 
permission  of  the  gentleman  I  will  refer  to  the  table 
estimated. 

Eitimat*  of  eo$t  of  the  keep  of  one  muU  for  one  ytoir  on 
grain  exeluHve  of  other  forage. 

Eight  quarts  per  day,  365  days,  is  90^  bushels,  at  $3.  .$181  00 
One  teamster  for  six  mules,  at  $35  per  month  and  a 

ration,  is  $372— take  one  sixth  part 69  00 

One  wagon-master  to  fifteen  wagons,  at  l|60  per 
month  and  a  ration^  is  ^793,  and  the  keep  of  bis 
horse  $187=$973,  is  ^p5  per  wagon,  or  per  mule,     10  50 

Farriery,  medicine,  &c.......... 13  50 

Wear,  tear,  losses  by  deafh,  disahility,  expenses 
extra  of  herding  during  disability — ten  per  een^ 
on  cost,  980 8  00 

$375  00 
The  above  wae  an  approximate  estimateof  the  cost 
of  keep  Af  a  mule,  mentiooed  in  my  communica- 
tion to  the  quartermaster  general,  but  corn  can- 
not bo  bought  at  $3  on  the  average :  it  should  be 
^  50— add  to  above 45  00 

$390  00 

L.  C.  EASTON," 
Captain,  Aaiatant  Quartermaiter. 

Mr.  HALL.  1  only  wish  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  theCommitteeof  Ways  and  Means,  if  he  knows 
of  any  good  reason  why  it  should  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment nothing  for  forage  in  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, while  It  jiow  costs  ^^300  to  support  a  horse  in 
New  Mexico  in  time  of  peace? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  JVlr.  Chairman,  I  will  notice 
those  points  as  I  progress  with  my  remarks. 
When  the  honorable  gentleman  interrupted  me,  I 
was  remarking  upon  the  cost  at  one  of^  the  posts 
selected,  and  which  has  since  been  abandonea.  I 
was  remarking  upon  the  great  expense  of  carrying 
com  and  hauhng  fuel  and  all  such  articles — articles 
which  cost  the  Government  large  amounts.  Some 
of  the  posts  are  located  so  far  from  water,  that 
they  have. to  keep  « /our-horse  team,  sMkd  at  on/Bf 


I4)9lieve,  a  six-horse  team,  conatantly  eoploy^ 
in  hauling  water  for  ^e  supply  of  the  trwat 
Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  great&b«e, 
and  an  extravagant  waste  of  the  public  mooej.  j 
must,  however,  proceed  a  little  more  rapidly, «! 
shall  not  be  able  to  conclude  ray  remarks  in  tk 
time  allowed  me.  My  friend  from  South  Cvolm 
[Mr.  OrrI  asks  me  who  is  responsible  for  \km 
abuses,  who  is  responsible  (or  this  waste  of  Ue 
public  money?  My  mind,  sir,  is  made  up  oftgc 
that  subject.  I  have  an  opinion  as  to  thismpot. 
sibility,  and  upon  whom  it  rests,  and  in  thatopii. 
ion  I  differ  materially  from  the  gentleman  im 
New  York,  [Mr.  Baooss,]  who  addrett«4  tiv 
I  committee  on  Saturday  last^  and  I  diifer  mai«mly 
I  from  many  gentlemen  who  expressed  an  opitiofi 
I  at  the  last  Congress,  the  debates  of  which  I  hin 
recently  read.  It  was  stated  by  somegeotlemenu 
the  last  sitting  of  Congress,  that  Generul  Jesup  n 
responsible.  I  have  come  to  a  very  different  c«t- 
clusion.  Let  us  see  what  is  the  authoriiy  and  n> 
sponsibility  of  the  auartermaster  general.  Wk 
does  he  do  upon  which  the  responsibility  cu  W 
fixed  upon  him  ?  He  has  to  furnish  the  IraDspom 
for  all  the  supplies  that  are  intended  and  purdWed 
for  the  army,  and  also  for  the  army  itself.  Can  be 
direct  that  the  supplies  which  are  to  bedeUTeredtt 
New  York  by  the  contractor,  under  the  ihetaiM 
of  this  contract,  shall  be  sent  to  San  AntODio  or 
Indianolo  ?  Most  certainly  not;  nor  can  he  direct 
the  subsistence  department  ti^  make  contracts  kx 
articles  delivAable  at  those  points.  The  quarter- 
master general  has  no  control  over  the  cooirarij 
made,  or  to  be  made,  for  the  subsistence  of  thf 
army.  No,  bi>;  these  contracts  are  made  by  u- 
other  and  different  officer  of  the  GoTerBoesi 
They  are  made  by  the  subsistence  departnxo!, 
under  the  direction,  if  necessary,  of  the  Secretarj 
of  War,  and  he  is  responsible  for  the  comncu, 
and  not  the  quartermaster  general.  Thr^Bvtfi-- 
master  general  is  bound  to  receive  (he  barrasvi'li 
the  proportions,  two  pounds  of  hard  brtad  uj 
one  pound  of  wood  wherever  the  ternas  of  the  «i- 
tract  require  the  delivery  to  be  mflde,andisb(»!!d 
to  transfer  them,  wood  and  all,  at  the  best  pr^ 
he  can.  For  that,  then,  he  is  not  responsible.  I 
repeat  the  question,  for  what  is  he  re^)onaWe' 
Does  be  control  the  location  of  the  poits?  He 
certainly  does  not.  I  understood  the  gentlemifl 
from  New  York  as  attempting  to  show,  under  tie 
regulations  of  the  army,  that  the  quartennaite 
general  did  locate  those  posts. 
Mr.  BROOKS.  No ;  that  is  not  so. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  Very  well;  I  win  lalte  thii 
back.  He  is  a^preed  with  me  upon  that  subjerf, 
that  the  responsibility  of  the  location  of  these p^w 
is  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  i»  one  of  the 
Executive  officers  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  suggested  to  me  that  it  is  thecoo- 
manding  officer  wno  is  responsible;  butlbegl«a« 
to  read  the  regulation.  No.  970,  which  aetdes  that 
point. 
A  Member.  Read  it. 
Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  regulation  is  aa  follow: 

970.  «  No  barracks,  qnartere,  or  fiospilUs,  ihafl  bf  ef»* 
cd  at  the  puWic  expense,  but  by  order  of  the  ^^^^JT 
War,  and  accordinf  to  plans  which  he  shall  ''•***W*fl 
and  no  officer,  whatsoever  may  be  his  rank,  AaD  ""fr 
slightent  alteration  in  any  plan  of  barracks,  quarter*, or  wj 
pital,  so  approved,  without  the  order  of  the  Sccrta?" 
War,  communicated  through  the  quarterraimr  jesfl* 
ThCM  restrictions  do  not  extend  to  temporary  ojM't 
troops  may  be  compelled,  by  the  unhcalthio«M«  tiwr 
aitions,  to  leave  their  quarters  during  the  *u«iiicrK«»^" 
where,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  serrice,  ttey  "»?  * 
required  to  occupy  positions  on  the  Indiao  fro0tief,U"" 
vance  of  the  eatabli«hed  posta. " 

Well,  su-,  it  will  be  observed  that  this  regolit»i 
fixes  the  entire  responsibility  upon  the  Secretaiy 
of  War.  Regulations  971  and  971,  by  •  re^^ 
regulation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  are  ati«nPf 
to  be  rigidly  enforced.  I  would  like  to  iwdtM 
regulaUon  fust  referred  to,  but  I  hare,  onfortt- 
nately,  mislaid  it.  It  evidences  a  detcnwoaiMW  « 
the  part  of  the  present  Secretary  of  ""^^ 
this  great  source  of  impropriety  and  abuM.aiKi 
I  had  not  mislaid  it,  I  would  feel  it  diie,  as  m  *» 
of  justice  to  him,  to  read  it.  So  ^^^^J^ 
responsibility  on  the  qiMrtermasler  |cnew' ^ 
But  let  UB  press  this  matter  a  Uwle  ""*^*''/,l- 
of  the  abuses  to  which  IcaUed  ^^^^^.^.X 
.committee  particuhurly,  and  to  which  l*"'r° 
^briefly ,  is  that  of  renting  quarters  and  m^*^ 
the  various  posts  at  atich  enormous stuw."^^ 
sir,  rents  are  paid  at  some  of  the  P*^^[?|||^ 
Mema.tt)  me  must  astonish  every  persot  wao 
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le  fncts.  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  table  or  two,  show- 
ig  some  of  these  extraordinarily  high  rents: 
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S<a/em«iil  ofquarten,  4*^.,  iirerf  ol  Lot  F«;a«. 

tuvu^ra  Ibr  Col.  Alexander,  commaiidinc,  #60 per  mootb. 
lAce  for  commanding  oAcer,  and  quarteni 

for  Dr.  Mclttialin 90  do. 

iospital 30  do. 

tuartera  for  P  company,  dragoons... ......  80  do. 

tuarters  for  K  company,  dra»ooos 80  do. 

tuarterH  for  G  company,  infantry 3&  do. 

luarter^  fur  O  company,  ofllcem'  quarters, 

nnd  ordnance  store-room.. 50  do. 

>Acers*  quarters  and  mefla-room 30  do. 

lacksroiUi  shop  and  bake-4iouae 96  do. 

arpenter-sbop  and  store-room SO  do. 

orage-master's  quarteri 4  do. 

tore-rotmi  for  subsiiitence  department. ....  10  do. 

tore-room  for  subsistence  department ....  90  do. 

tuarters  for  teamsters 4  do. 


Total. 


439       do. 


I  have  not  time  to  specify  others,  but  they  are  ^ 
)  be  found  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
uartermaster's  report.  Now,  I  ask,  has  the 
uartermaster  any  control  over  these  rentings? 
(y  reference  to  regulations  965  and  968,  the  com- 
iittee  will  see  that  he  has  no  power  to  refuse  these 
lings,  when  they  are  demanaed  by  the  the  officer 
1  command.    I  will  read  the  regulations: 

*<  96.'t.  Wben  an  officer  arrives  at  a  post,  if  he  be  entitled 
)  quarters  and  fuel,  be  shall  make  a  written  requisition  for 
lem  on  the  officer  of  the  quartermaster's  department  sia- 
oned  there,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  order  placing 
im  on  duty.  If  he  be  accompanied  by  troops,  his  requisi- 
on^ust  embrace  bis  whole  commano,  and  designate  the 
umber  of  officers  of  each  class  or  grade,  as  weU  as  non- 
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commissionftd  officers,  musicians,  artificers,  private  soldiers,  ; 
servants,  and  authoriiied  washerwomen.  '* 

"  968.  When  officers  and  troops  are  as^igncd  to  duty  at 
stations  where  tlicre  are  no  public  buildings  which  they  can  ' 
occupy,  the  officersof  the  quartermaster's  department  whall 
hire  quarters  for  them,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  rooms  \ 
to  which  the  officers  are  entitled,  and  the  space  to  which  the  • 
troops  are  enutled.  ** 

Here  is  the  manner,  then,  in  whicli  the  quar- 
ters shall  be  demanded,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  shall  be  provided.  Regulation  962,  to  which 
my  attention  has  been  called,  but  in  reference  to 
wnich  I  have  a  note  only,  says  that  an  officer  is 
entitled  to  quarters,  and  a  temporary  absence  on 
duty  shall  not  deprive  him  of  them.  So  that  we 
see,  for  the  item  of  renting,  which  appears  to  roe 
to  be  enormous,  the  quartermaster  general  has  no 
responsibihty  at  all.  He  is  require  by  the  laws 
ana  the  regulations  which  control  the  army;  and 
to  which  1  have  just  referred,  to  supply  quarters 
by  rentine ,  if  there  be  no  public  quarters  at  the 
post.  It  has  been  frequently  asked  me  within  the 
last  few  days,  **  Why  don't  Greneral  Jesup  make 
the  soldiers  cut  their  own  wood  ?*'  That  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  very  pertinent  and  sensible  question. 
It  is,  however,  easily  answered,  by  saying  he  has 
no  power  to  make  the  order,  as  will  be  seen  by 
r^erence  to  regulation  981,  which  says: 

«961.  At  all  posuinthe  vicinity  of  public  or  Indian  lands, 
which  affi>rd  fire- wood,  the  necessary  Aiel  will  be  provided 
by  fati^e  partiea  detail^  fh>m  the  troopn,  under  the  direc- 
tion ol  the  several  commanding  officers ;  but  should  Aiul  be 
provided  by  the  labor  of  soldiers  on  extra  duty,  it  Khali  be 
taken  up,  on  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  of  the  respective  posts,  and  accounted  for, 
as  public  property,  according  to  the  regulaUons. " 

Now,  under  these  circiunstances  what  has  Gen- 
eral Jesup  to  do?  These  regulations  say  what 
each  of  the  officers  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  what 
each  man  shall  have  in  the  way  of  fuel — so  much 
in  summer,  and  so  much  in  winter,  so  mudi  in 
one  degree  of  latitude,  and  so  much  in  another — all 
specifically  set  forth.  But  if  the  quartermaster 
general  should  think  proper  to  say:  **  I  cannot 
give  you  fuel  here;  here  are  public  lands  around 
you,  go  and  cut  your  wood,"  what  would  be  the 
result?  He  would  be  disobeyed,  because  he  has 
no  right  to  give  the  order.  The  commandingoffi- 
cer  has  a  right  to  g^ve  that  order,  and  it  should 
have  been  given  long  since.  If  General  Scott 
shotild  issue  his  order,  or  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  issue  his  order,  requiring  it,  then  the  com- 
manding officer  will  have  it  done.  Our  troops  at 
those  ports,  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  time,  are 
doing  little  or  no  duty  that  would  prevent  them 
from  cuttine their  own  wood,  and  saving  their  own 
hay,  yet  other  persons  are  hired  to  do  this  work, 
making  the  wood  cost  from  three  to  ten  dollanra 
cord.  I  regard  that  as  an  abuse;  but  the  quarter- 
master general  has  no  power  to  change  it.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  can  chan^  it,  and  is  in  my 
view  remiss  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  for  not 
having  done  it  long  since.  These  remarks  as  to 
Aiel,  apply  precisMy  with  the  same  force  to  hay. 
Why  IS  it,  I  ask,  that  we  are  paying  |30,  and  $40, 
and  $50  a  ton  for  hay,  when  there  is  the  very 
grass  growing  all  around  our  posts  out  of  which 
that  hay  is  made?  I  will  leave  others  to  answer 
that  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  KenUicky.  I  wish  to 
ask  a  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  cannot  yield,  as  my  time 
will  not  allow  me  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  question  is  merely 
this:  Whether  it  doss  not  appear  from  the  docu- 
ments reported  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  New 
Mexico  especially,  that  the  officer  in  command 
there  has  not  issued  an  order  requiring  the  soldiers 
to  cut  their  own  hay,  whenever  the  price  at  which 
it  can  be  puhihased  exceeds  |10  per  ton  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  intended  to  come  to  that, 
and  state  that  I  had  learned  of  the  existence  of 
such  an  order.  These  abuses  app^  to  have  oc- 
curred in  1851.  We  have  not  received  the  state- 
ments in  detail  since  that  time;  and, as  I  stated  in 
the  outset  of  my  remarks,  efforts  are  being  made 
to  correct  many  of  them.  I  stated  that  roost  dis- 
tinctly, but  I  believe  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  was  not  then  in  his  seat. 
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I  desire  to  have  the  attention  of  the  committee  a 
moment  to  another  point.    It  is  said  here  by  mem- 
bers, and  believed  very  sincerely,  that  General 
Jesup  ought  to  change  the  forage  that  is  furnished 
to  the  animals  we  have  there  in  the  service.    If  the 
commanding  officer  makes  a  requisition  upon  the 
quartermaster's  department  for  forage,  specifying 
what  that  forae^  shaU  be— either  grain,  foader, 
or  what  not — the  quartermaster's  department  is 
bound  by  that  requisition,  and  has  no  discretion 
to  change  it.    If  hecalls  forgrain,  the  Quartermas- 
ter has  no  right  to  supply  the  demana  with  long 
fodder.    The  regulations'  allow  to  a  mule  eight 
quarts  of  corn  for  each  day,  and  if  the  command- 
ing officer  requires  it,  the'  ouartermastcr  general 
has  no  right  to  say,  that  but  tour  orsix  quarts  shall 
be  given;  and  the  idea  that  the  quartermaster  is 
responsible  for  these  things  is  a  delusion.    It  is 
erroneous  in  all  of  its  length  and  breadth.    But 
my  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks,]  on  Sat- 
uraay  last,  argued  to  show  (and  1  was  astonished 
at  it)  that  Congress  was  responsible  for  these 
expenditure*.    Now,  has  it  come  to  this.' — ^has  it 
come  to  this,^  I  ask,  that  an  Administration,  with 
the  power  of  making  an  estimate— with  the  power 
and  duty  of  making  honest  and  economical  ex- 
penditures— shall  attempt  to  shirk  and  evade  the 
responsibility  incident  to  such  action  ?  '  I  flatter 
myself  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
BrooksI  has  spoken  without  authority.    I  flatter 
inyself  that  there  is  power*— the  Executive  branches 
of  the  Government  are  not  so  cowardly — I  will 
not  employ  that  language— «re  not  so  lost  to  alf 
sense  of  magnanimity,  as  to  induce  them  to  en- 
deavor to  escape  the  responsibility  of  their  own 
expenditures.    That  is  a  most  unheard  of  propo- 
sition— that  Congress  is  responsible.  Who  makes 
the  estimates  ?  The  Executive  Department  makes 
them.    The  President  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
sponsible for  those  es^mates,  and  Congress  has 
nothing  to  do  with  them  until  they  are  received  here. 
We  all  agree  about  that.  They  are  made  alone  upon 
the  responsibility  of  the  Executive.    But  the  gen- 
tleman says  that  Congress,  by  voting  for  these  esti- 
mates, became  their  indorser,  and  thereby  becomes 
responsible.     Now,  let  us  test  that.    Let  us  see 
whether  it  is  a  sound,  a  correct  principle.    The 
estimates  are  sent  to  i]s,and,as  I  contend,  consti- 
tute what  a  lawyer  would  call  a  prima  facie  ease 
for  appropriation.    I  desire  distinctly  to  be  undei^ 
stood  upon  this  point.    The  estimates  make  a 
prims /ode  case  for  an  appropriation.    They  come 
to  us  and  are  referred  to  our  committee.    It  is  the 
duty  of  that  committee  to  investigate  and  examine 
carefully  into  these  estimates;  to  scrutinize,  to  cor- 
rect, and  to  do  everything  to  detect  error  and  im- 
propriety, and  to  expose  and  lop  off,  if  thought 
necessary.    The  committees  then  report  to  Con- 
gress, and  it  becomes  alike  the  duty  of  all  the 
members  to  investigate  ajid  probe  the  estimates  to 
the  full  extent  that  their  facilities  will  enable  them 
to  do;  and  if,  aiter  all  this,  we  cannot  give  a  good 
reason  for  reducing  or  revising  them,  we  should, 
in  my  opinion,  make  the  appropriation  estimated 
for.    I  state  that  as  a  principle  tnat  will  ordinarily 
govern  my  action  in  such  cases.    But,  then,  what 
sort  of  responsibility  does  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  attempt  to  give  Coneress?    We  are  called 
upon  daily  to  repose  confidence  in  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Government.    We  are  told  by 
him  and  his  friends  that  we  must  rely  upon  them 
to  some  extent;  that  we  should  not  cut  down  their 
estimates  without  a  reason ;  and  then ,  if  we  agree  to 
**  take  them  vpan  trust,**  and  give  them  the  appro- 
priation, the  same  gentlemen  turn  immediately 
round  and  say.  Congress,  and  not  the  Executive, 
is  responsible  for  the  expendittire,  when  it  does 
neither  expend  nor  direct  the  expending  of  a  dol- 
lar.   This  is  strange  reasoning. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  never  nas  been,  and  never 
will  be,  a  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  can 
make  the  necessary  and  proper  reforms  in  the 
Government,  either  in  the  appropriations  or  any- 
thing else,  without  the  cooperation  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department.  We  may  reduce  this  and  that 
item ,  but  with  rare  exceptions,  we  will  not  be  likely 
to  act  undtrstiadiiigiy  when  the  departments  fail 
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to  sympathize  witlt  us  in  the  moTement;  to  be 
successhil  tuid  do  ^od  to  the  coantry,  we  must 
have  a  responsiTe  feeling  from  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue.  We  may  cut  off  estimates.  We  have 
the  power  to  do  it,  but  we  never  may  know  whether 
we  cut  precisely  right,  dee|i  enougn,not  too  deep, 
and  whether  we  are  not  striking  at  an  estimate  we 
should  not  touch,  unless  we  have  a  responsive  and 
hearty  cooperation  from  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Uovernmeiit.  The  estimates  are  made  and  laid 
upon  our  desks,  but  what  do  we  know  about 
them?  What  can  we  know  about  them  ?  With 
their  estimates  they  ^ive  us  their  reasons,  and  we 
scan  them,  we  investi^Ce  them; and  do  everything 
with  the  view  of  makmg  them  correct.  If  we  find 
that  we  cannot  show  that  they  are  improper,  we 
make  the  appropriation,  and  we  should  make  it. 
If  we  do  not  make  the  appropriation,  we  are  told 
that  we  are  disposed  to  trammel  the  Administra- 
tion. If  we  do  make  them,  we  are  told  that  Con- 
eress  is,  and  the  Administration  is  not,  responsible 
for  them.  Then,  I  repeat,  what  I  have  before  said, 
that  the  estimates  of  the  department  form  a  prima 
facie  caae. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the  estimates? 
They  are  mere  approximates  of  the  amount  that 
will  be  necessary  to  expend  under  the  various  heads 
of  appropriation.  They  are  not  fixed  and  cer- 
tain, ana  it  is  not  unreasonable  that  deficiency 
bills  might  be  supposed  necessary.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  disa^ee  in  the  main  witn  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  on  that  point.  You  call  upon 
the  quartermaster  general  to  make  estimates,  and 
how  does  he  meet  that  call  ?  Hegets  information 
from  all  of  his  officers  on  the  lon^  extended  line  of 
'frontier,  as  his  judgment  may  direct.  You  must 
remember  that  he  is  estimatmg  not  for  his  own 
conduct — he  is  estimating  what  will  be  the  ex- 
penditures of  other  men.  He  cannot  tell  how  many 
troops  are  to  be  at  San  Antonio,  how  many  are  to 
be  at  New  Mexico;  nor  can  he  know  how  long 
they  are  to  remain  at  either  place,  because  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief has  the  power  to  take  them  from 
point  to  point  as  he  pleases.  Now  were  he  to 
Jciiow  that  one  hundred  men  will  be  stationed 
in  one  place  for  the  whole  of  the  year,  he  might, 
probably,  estimate  with  a  proper  degree  of  accu- 
racy; but  when  that  one  hundred  men  are  placed  at 
-another  point,  fifty  brought  to  another  point  and  fif- 
ty from  there  and  put  here — scatter  and  move  them 
aoout,  as  is  done  by  your  commanders,  it  is  entire- 
ly beyond  the  control  of  the  quartermaster  general 
to  make  accurate  estimates.    What  is  an  appro- 

S nation?  Let  us  ask  that  question;  each  one  for 
imself  answer  it,  and  see  the  responsibility  that 
grows  out  of  it.  Estimates  form  a  distinct  thing 
of  themselves,  and  create  their  own  responsibili- 
ties. An  appropriation  by  the  Cong;ress  of  the 
United  States  is  the  giving  to  the  Executive  a  per- 
mission to  expend  a  given  sum  of  money  for  a 
given  purpose.  We  do  not  tell  him  that  he  shall 
expend  tne  money  thus  appropriated.  We  do 
not  tell  him  that  he  shall  give  $100,000  for  this 
and  1^,000  for  that  object.  We  give  him  per- 
mission to  expend  those  sums  upon  those  objects, 
if,  in  his  judgment,  the  money  ought  to  be  so  ex- 
pended. An  appropriation  serves  to  check  or 
restrain  within  limits  the  expenditures,  never  to 
increase  them;  and  I  take  it  that  all  parties  will 
a^ree  with  me  that  the  Executive  is  alone  respon- 
siole  for  his  expenditures,  and  not  Congress — 
Congress  neither  expends  the  money  nor  does  it 
require  the  President  to  do  it — Congress  passes  a 
law  by  which  it  allows  him  to  do  it,  if  the  public 
good  requires  it.  An  honest  Executive — and  I 
would  lixe  to  believe  all  are  honest — a  faithful 
Executive— one  who  is  disposed  to  do  his  whole 
duty  to  his  country,  it  seems  to  me,  would  not  like 
to  extravagantly  expend  the  money  that  he  has 
the  permission  to  expend,  but  that  he  wouhl  look 
to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  whenever  the 
country  wanted  less  than  the  appropriation  he 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  the  expenditure 
proportionately  less — -l  mean  that  he  will  not  go 
up  to  the  appropriation  merely  because  he  has  | 
power  to  do  it.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the  Prea- 
(dtnt  of  the  United  States,  who  has  the  rio^ht  to 
jBxpefkd  050,000  or  (100,000,  will  say,  <*  It  is  true 
I  have  expended  that  money,  and  it  is  true  that  it 
was  not  JiecesMry*  but  you  are  responsible,  having 
given  mt  the  pow^  to  expend  it.  I  knew  it  was 
wrong,  but  did  it  because  I  could  ?"  If  he  knew 
that  U  was  wrong,  it' Was  a  Tiolation  of  duty  and 
good  faith  in  him  in  making  ^e  expenditure. 


Here  I  wish  to  say  half  a  dozen  words  upon 
the  blunders  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  has  endeavored  to  establish  upon  Presi- 
dent Polk's  administration  as  to  estimates  and  de- 
ficiencies. Now,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that 
estimates  are  approximates,  in  some  sort,  as  to  the 
amount  that  will  be  required  under  the  various 
heads  of  expenditures;  but  then  thegentleman  did 
not  do  Mr.  Polk's  administration  justice  when  he 
attempted  to  establish,  before  this  committee,  that 
that  Administration  had  estimated  for  lar^e  defi- 
ciencies which  had  been  estimated  for  previously. 
Now,  take  up  all  the  bills  of  which  he  spoke,  and 
examine  what  they  are.  The  one  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1846,  five  davs  previous  to  the  war  with 
Mexico,  was  called  a  deficiency  for  that  year. 
Our  relations  with  Mexico  had  become  of  that 
delicate  and  interesting  character  that  indicated  to 
the  Administration  that  war  might  soon  break  out, 
and  consequently  large  numbers  of  troops  were 
directed  towards  the  frontier  of  Texas  and  Mex- 
ico, which  made  it  necessary,  therefore,  in  May, 
of  1846,  for  the  administration  to  ask  for  money 
to  defray  the  expenses  consequent  upon  that 
movement;  those  items  of  expenditure  had  not 
pireviously  been  estimated  for.  It  was  no  de- 
ficiency, in  point  of  fact,  because  the  troops  had 
been  ordered  to  the  frontier,  to  defend  Texas, 
after  the  regular  army  bill  had  passed,  in  which 
there  had  been  no  estimate  to  cover  those  expenses. 
Then  there  were  large  deficiencies,  the  gentleman 
says,  in  the  bill  of  1847.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
refer  to  and  examine  that  bill.  I  ask  every  mem- 
ber of  this  committee  to  refer  to. it;  by  doing  so 
they  will  find,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  other  bills 
of  that  Administration  during  that  war,  that  the 
estimates  were  made  not  in  truth  as  deficiencies, 
and  for  objects  previously  estimated  for,  but  they 
were  made  for  troops  for  which  estimates  had  not 
been  previously  made.  I  am  utterly  astonished 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooki]  did  not  note  it,  and  state  it  in  his 
comments. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  was  interrupted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,!  who  asked 
me  if  there  were  not  fifty  thousana  volunteers 
called  into  service  ?  Those  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers were  called  into  service,  when  war  was  de- 
clared in  1846. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Not  at  all.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  had  discretion  to  call  out 
fiAy  thousand  volunteers,  bot  he  did  not  call  them 
all  out  at  that  time. 

Mr.  BROOKS.    Bui  he  made  his  estimates. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken; 
he  made  no  estimates  for  them  till  he  called  them 
out,  and  he  called  them  out  in  different  numbers 
and  at  different  times,  and  the  very  bill  to  which 
the  gentleman  has  referred  shows  the  fact.  In 
the  language  of  the  law  making  an  appropriation, 
what  the  gentleman  calls  a  deficiency  is  shown  to 
exist,  upon  an  item  which  had  not  previously  been 
estimated  for  by  the  Administration.  I  regret  that 
my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  thought 
fit  not  to  state  what  was  in  the  language  of  the 
law,  and  that  the  entire  deficiencies,  as  he  calls 
them ,  were  not  so  in  point  of  fiict.  These  are  facts 
which  the  law  itself  shows.  I  have  no  further 
time  to  appropriate  to  this  branch  of  the  subject. 
One  other  remark,  however,  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Polk,  before  I  pass  from  it.  The 
papers  report  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Chandler,]  not  now  in  his  seat,  a 
few  days  ago,  and  thegentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Brooks,!  argued,  the  other  day,  to  show  the 
same  thing — tnat  these  deficiencies  were  to  pay 
for  the  debts  of  Mr.  Polk's  Administration.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tJeman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  said  they 
were  to  pay  Mr.  Polk's  debts.  Now,  I  feel  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  this  statement  is  an. error  from 
beginning  to  end.  There  is  no  evidence  upon  rec- 
ord, and  I  defy  the  gentleman  to  ]>roduce  any, 
which  shows  any  such  fact.  There  is  but  one 
outstanding  claim  that  can  be  charged  upon  cur- 
rent appropriations,  and  that  is  what  is  called  the 
civil  fund  of  California.  But  I  happen  to  have 
the  evidence  furnished  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  himself,  where  he  specifies  that  the  balance 
of  the  war  appropriations,  which  seemed  to  be  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  July  of  this  year, 
was  1855,279.  This,  he  says,  is  liable  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  which  accrued  during 
the  war  with  Mexico. 


I  understand  that  my  time  is  passing  npidly, 
and  I  wiH  publish  these  things  with  ray  spce^ 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  my  friends  upon 
this  side  of  the  House.  We  are  now  called  umq 
by  the  Administration  to  give  them  money.  For 
what  purpose  ?  To  sustain  an  army  upon  ike 
frontiers  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  our  treaty  with  Ma- 
ico.  It  is  our  duty  to  sustain  and  protect  thit 
frontier,  not  only  from  our  treaty  obligatiooi  lo 
Mexico,  but  from  the  highest  obligation  we  ove 
to  our  citizens  and  to  our  emigrants,  whoare  psn. 
ing  through  that  country  to  Oregon  and  Califor- 
nia. We  owe  them  protection,  and  we  mustgiTe 
it  to  them.  This  morning,  I  noticed  in  the  Re- 
public newspaper  intelligence  of  Indian  depreda- 
tions upon  our  western  lK>rders;  and  if  we  refuse 
to  give  the  money  asked  for,  we  thereby  withdiav 
our  protection  entirely;  we  had  better  disband  the 
army.  My  Democratic  friends  sometimes  teQ 
me,  that  we  gave  the  Administration  enough,  but 
they  have  wasted  it.  Admit  that,  if  you  please, 
is  that  a  reason  why  we  should  not  keep  up  the 
army,  because  the  Executive  of  the  Government 
has  wasted  the  money  ?  Is  that  a  reason  why  ve 
should  refuse  to  supply  our  troops,  and  protect 
our  frontier  settlement?  Certainly  not.  Admit- 
ting that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  has 
squandered  this  money,  it  will  not  do  for  us  to 
say,  because  they  have  wasted  it,  the  army  shall 
be  disbanded — starved,  or  unclad.  1  hope sueh  a 
course  will  not  be  pursued.  I  hope  this  bill  viS 
pass,  and  we  will  go  before  the  country  and  show 
who  is  responsible.  Qentlemen  say  that  they 
will  take  the  responsibilitj  of  disbanding  the 
army.  If  we  believe  that  the  Administration  has 
been  extrava^nt,  wasteful  with  the  public  mone/, 
I  think  that  is  not  the  proper  course;  we  mat 
keep  up  the  army  for  protection  to  our  fronticn, 
and  guard  our  appropriations  in  future,  if  de»ed 
advisable;  eo  to  the  people  upon  their  eitran- 
gance,  produce  the  evidence,  establish  the  fact,aBd 
the  people  will  eject  them  from  place. 

If  you  turn  your  army  loose,  and  refuse  to 
protect  the  frontier,  you  will  create  a  burst  of  feel- 
ing and  indignation  among  the  settlers  of  thalpart 
of  the  country,  and  through  aJl  parts  of  thecoon- 
try,  that  will  overwhelm  us,  if  we  stop  here  and 
refuse  to  sustain  the  army,  we  may  talk  about  ex* 
trayagance,  but  the  people  will  not  hear  us,  when 
their  wives  and  children  are  being  butchered  bj 
the  savages.  We  must  vote  these  supplies,  and 
put  the  responsibility  where  it  properly  belongs, 
which  is  on  the  Administration.  From  the  coone 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BaoociJ 
I  am  almost  led  to  believe  that  he  is  striving  to  de- 
feat this  bill.  He  has  done  it  more  harm  than  its 
worst  enemies. 

I  was  tempted  to  believe  that  the  frendenan 
took  this  ground,  hoping  to  make  the  Democrats 
defeat  the  bill,  that  they  might  smother  op  and 
mei^e  the  charge  of  extravagance  against  this  Ad- 
ministration, by  taking  advantage  of  the  burst  of 
ii\dignation  which  would  come  up  from  all  qQs^ 
ters  of  the  country  upon  thedefeat  of  this  bill;  and 
in  such  sn  event  we  will  have  to  defend  ourselres 
against  a  charge  of  wirhdni wing  our  support  and 
protection  feom  our  frontier  settlers.  * 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.} 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  had  a  proposition  to  make 
to  the  geiitlejman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bboms,] 
and  if  the  committee  will  indulge  me,  I  will  do  it 
in  a  half  dozen  words.  He  agreed  to  show  tbst 
the  cost  of  the  Florida  wKr  was  as  great  as  the 
cost  of  the  army  now,  per  man.  We  paid  wry 
dearly  for  that  war.  The  Democratic  party  were 
then  in  power.  The  Whigs  charged  ns  with  ex- 
travagance, and  beat  us  most  outrageously— "W^ 
shamefully.  We  only  got  some  seven  States.  1 
submit  a  sum  for  him  to  work  out.  If,  during  s 
time  of  war,  the  cost  of  our  soldiers  was  so  great 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  beat  us  most 
wretchedly  in  the  presidential  election,  what  does 
he  expect  to  become  of  his  Whig  Adminisiraiion 
when  he  admits  that  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
the  expense  ofour  soldiers  is  about  the  same  thiitf- 
I  think  if  the  gentleman  works  out  that  susi,  M 
will  find  where  he  and  his  friends  will  be  aeii 
fall.  He  will  find  that  we  will  serve  himas  li« 
served  us — beat  him  badly. 

The  CH  Al  RM  AN.    The  debate  has  been  cos- 
eluded,  and  the  bill  will  now  be  read  by  dausw. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.    I  more  that 
the  committee  rise.    I  imagine  that  the  geatlenaB 
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does  not  wish  to  go  on  with  this  bill  now.  There 
is  other  business  of  importance  to  be  transacted  in 
the  House,  to  which  the  remainder  of  the  day  can 
be  appropriated  if  the  committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  think  that  we  had* better 
^o  on  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  As  this  is  the  only  day  upon 
which  the  rules  can  be  suspended,  1  move  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  ^ntle- 
man  if  he  can  indicate  anythini?  which  might  in- 
iuence  the  opinion  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  JOHxVSON.  I  will  state  this:  The  House 
will  recollect  that  some,  six  weeks  ago — I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  it  in,  although  I  have  sou^t 
the  benefit  of  every  Monday — a  recommendation 
was  made  to  provide  (br  the  expenses  of  the 
Owaha  delegation  of  Indians.  I  have  a  bill  which 
I  wish  to  introduce  to  the  House,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  it-  will  pass  the  very  moment  it  can  be 
offered ,  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  that 
delegation.  It  was  prevented  from  coming  in  be- 
fore, on.  account  of  the  papers  being  sent  to  the 
printing  office.  This  matter  ought  to  be  disposed 
of  as  soon  as  possible;  and  if  it  is  not  introduced 
to-day,  it  never  can  except  on  Monday. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  commit- 
tee refused  to  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  wUl.  now  be  read 
by  clauses,  and  amendments  can  be  made  as  they 
are  read. 

The  foUowing  clause  of  the  bill  was  then  read: 

**  For  tbe  regular  siippliei  of  the  qasrtennMter*t  deparl- 
nent,  coosistang  of  forage  in  kind  for  tbe  boMes,  maleK. 
and  nxen  of  the  qnarterma»ter*«  department,  at  the  several 
military  po«f»  and  «tationt,aiid  wiUi  the  armiet  in  the  Aeld ; 
for  the  horaea  of  the  first  and  necond  regiments  of  dragoons, 
the  companies  of  light  artillery,  tbe  regiment  of  mounted 
rifleman,  and  sacb  companies  of  in^try  as  may  be  mount- 
ed, and  also  for  tlie  authorized  number  of  officers*  hor«es 
when  serving  in  the  field  and  at  the  outpofts,  seven  hund- 
red and  ninety- five  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  propose  to  strike  out  this  clause 
of  the  bill.  I  do  not  make  this  motion  with  the 
expectation  that  this  clause  will  be  stricken  out. 
From  the  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  take  it  as  a 
foregone  conclusion,  that  this  bill  is  to  pass  this 
House,  but  it  will  not  be  with  my  vote  or  my  as- 
sent. The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Brooks,]  as  well  as  a  distinguished  Senator  in  the 
other  end  of  this  Capitol,  have  indicated  that 
Congress,  and  not  the  Administration,  is  to  be 
held  responsible  for  all  expenditures  of  the  public 
money.  I  consider  the  passage  of  this  bill,  with 
the  deficiency  of  the  War  Department  in  it,  as  a 
contest  between  the  Executive  and  the  Legislative 
branches  of  this  Government,  for  the  control  of  the 
purse  of  the  country,  and  nothing  else.  Why, 
the  last  Congress  of  the  United  States  undertook 
Co  cut  down  the  appropriations  for  the  War  De- 
partment; done,  too,  upon  motions  made  by  the 
triends  of  the  Administration,  and  they  did  cut 
down  the  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  War 
Department  more  than  $1,500,000;  and  what  is 
the  result?  Why,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  manifest  determination  of  Congress, 
the  law-making  power  of  the  people,  not  only 
expended  that  |1, 500,000  refused  htm  by  the  last 
Congress,  but  A2,250,900  more  than  the  sum  al- 
lows him;  and  he  cumes  forward  now  to  ask  of 
this  Congress  to  give  him  this  $2,500,000,  and 
f  1,000,0(K)  more,  under  (he  pretext  of  deficiency, 
die  gentleman  from  New  York,  at  the  same  time, 
telling  us  that  the  responsibility  is  not  with  the 
President,  but  with  Congress.  How  can  he  ask 
me,  or  any  member  upon  this  side  of  the  House, 
With  this  declaration  upon  the  record  before  us,  to 
vote  for  a  bill  of  this  kind  ?  Sir,  llie  truth  is,  this 
is  a  direct  conflict  between  Uie  Executive  and 
the  legislative  power  of  the  country.  The  Presi- 
dent has  the  sword,  but  the  Constitution  ^ves  us 
the  power  to  control  the  sword,  by  hokling  the 
purse.  If,  sir,  we  allow  him,  without  appropria- 
tions by  law,  to  create  the  necessity  for  appropria- 
tions; nay,  more,  sir,  in  the  very  face  of  the  de- 
nial of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation,  and 
then  eive  him  the  money,  under  the  specious  plea 
of  deficiency,  are  we  not  yielding  him  the  purse, 
as  well  as  the  sword  ?  It  is  cowardly  in  the  Ad- 
ministration to  attempt  to  throw  tne  responsi- 
bility of  this  waste  of  the  public  money  upon  Con- 
gress. Are  not  all  your  estimates  made  by  your 
governmental  officers  ?  A  nd  are  not  all  the  offices 
of  Qoverament  filled  by  Whigs  throtighout  the 


country?  I  make  the  declaration  here,  that  it  is 
the  Wnigj>arty  who  are  responsible  for  these  esti- 
mates. They  fill  all  the  offices  of  the  country.  I 
ask  you  to  look  over  the  whole  United  States,  and 
then  point  to  Democrats  in  office  under  the  Gen- 
eral Grovernment.  Sir,  you  may  go  to  the  poorest 
post  offices,  where  the  revenues  ofthe  offices  do  not 
exceed  five  dollars  in  amount,  and  if  the  Executive 
could  find  Whigs  there  whom  he  could  trust  with 
the  money,  he  has  turned  the  Democrats  out  and 
the  Whigs  in.  That  is  enough  to  satisfy  me,  and 
enough  to  satisfy  the  people,  that  the  offices  of 
Gkivernment  are  filled  by  the  Whig  party,  not- 
withstanding all  their  cries  that  they  haa  no  friends 
to  reward,  or  any  enemies  to  punish.  And  all  the 
estimates  upon  which  Congress  is  called  upon  to 
act,  are  given  by  the  Whigs  of  the  country. 
All  the  estimates  for  the  Departments  come  from 
Whig  authority  before  this  Congress,  and  we  are 
now  told,  in  the  other  end  of  this  Capitol,  and 
upon  this  floor,  in  the  very  face  of  all  these  facu, 
that  Congress  is  to  be  responsible  for  these  appro- 
priations; that  Congress,  and  not  the  Executive  of 
the  country,  is  responsible  for  these  enormous  ex- 
penditures. And  yet  they  ask  us,  they  ask  me, 
and  you,  to  vote  for  appropriations  of  this  kind; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  tells  us  that  we  must  do  it,  or  the  cry  will 
be  raised  against  us,  that  we  have  sufifered  these 
depredations  to  be  committed  upon  our  frontiers. 
When  you  make  an  issue  between  the  Execu- 
tive ana  Legislative  branch  of  this  Government, 
for  the  control  ofthe  purse  of  the  country,  1  care 
not  what  the  consequences  may  be,  I  will  take  my 
stand  for  the  Legislative  department  to  control  the 
purse  of  the  country,  and  not  that  it  shall  be  placed 
with  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 
The  President,  sir,  may  hold  the  sword,  but  we 
hold  the  moving  power,  by  liolding  the  purse. 
Shall  we,  then,  surrender  virtually  our  coi\trol  of 
the  purse  by  allowing  the  Executive  to  expend 
these  untold  millions  of  money  with  the  law  of 
Con^ss,  cuttine  down  his  estimates,  staring 
him  m  the  face?  I  ask,  sir,  has  not  this  enormous 
expenditure  been  made  by  the  Executive  in  de- 
fiance of  a  positive  prohibition  of  Congress  ?  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  principle  involved  in  this  appro- 
priation, the  contest  oetween  the  Executive  and 
the  Legislative  branch  of  Government,  with  me  out- 
weighs all  other  considerations.  This,  alone,  will 
cause  me  to  record  my  vote  in  the  opposition. 
But  when,  in  addition  to  this,  the  frif  rras  of  the 
Administration  attempt  to  skulk  the  responsibil- 
ity, by  throwing  the  blame  upon  Congress,  all 
their  bowlings  about  Indian  depredations  will  be 
unavailing  to  change  my  fixed  oetermination. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration come  up  like  men — take  the  responsibility 
as  the  Democratic  party  have  always  done  when 
in  power,  and  not  cowardly  skulk  behind  Con- 
gress, and  then  they  shall  have  my  respect,  although 
upon  principle,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  withhold 
my  vote. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I  ask  if  Con- 
gress is  a  mere  bed  of  justice  to  register  the  Exec- 
utive edicts,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  consider, 
it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  do?  Why,  this  is 
the  old  French  doctrine— the  old  monarchical  doc- 
trine transported  to  some  portions  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  repudiated  by  all  the  sensible 
portion  of  it.  Contrress  a  bed  of  justice  to  regis- 
ter the  Executive  edicts !  Congress  has  its  own 
will — ^its  own  mind — its  own  power  to  Judge  of 
estimates,  and  it  is  its  duty  to  do  it.  Tl  is  its  duty 
to  look  into  every  item,  and  t#  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  every  item.  It  is  bound  to  know  what 
these  estimates  are,  and  to  scan  them.  No  man 
can  go  home  to  his  constituents  and  my,  *<  I  voted 
and  do  not  know  what  I  voted  for.*'  He  is  bound 
to  know  it.  He  is  paid  $8  00  per  dtem  to  know  and 
study  out  all  these  estimates.  It  is  his  duty  to  do 
it.  Why,  sir,  the  appropriations  for  the  quarter- 
master's department  last  year  were  cut  down,  not 
11,500,000,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says,  but 
$2,300,000.  There  is  no  demand  now  for  deficien- 
cies for  this  year,  but  a  demand  to  supply  what 
Congress  did  not  supply  in  the  appropriations  last 
year—not  $2,300,000  even,  but  less  than  |2,000< 
000.  There  would  have  been  no  deficiency  really 
existing  in  the  quarteniiaster's  department,  if  Coii- 
gress  had  done  last  year  what  it  has  done  hereto- 
fore— appropriated  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  quar- 
termaster's deportment.  So  much  in  reply  to  that 


portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  iVom 
Ohio.  The  Executive  power  cannot  take  from  the 
Treasury,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  seems  to 
insinuate,  one  farthing  of  money  that  Congress 
does  not  appropriate.  The  Executive  power  has 
spent  nothing  but  what  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
ffress.  If  the  Executive  had  taken  a  single  cent 
from  the  Treasury,  unappropriated  by  Congress, 
1  would  vote  to  bring  the  PriHtident  hese  and  have 
him  impeached  before  tbe  Senate  to-inorrow« 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  D<  es  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  say  that  no  part  of  this  deficiency  is 
now  expendeJ? 

Mr.  BROOKS,  I  say  that  the  Executive  power 
cannot  take  a  farthing  of  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury, but  what  is  apprtipriated  by  Congress. 
.  Mr.  HOUSTON.    That  is  true.     But  the  Ex- 
ecutive  can  go  in  debt,  and  he  has  gone  in  debt. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  have  to  say,  in  repiy  to  that 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  that  there 
are  at  times  surpluses  in  the  Treasury  which, 
under  previous  acts  of  Congress,  the  Executive 
has  the  power  to  use  temporarily.  There  are  sur- 
pluses as  well  as  deficiencies,  and  there  are  siur- 
pluses  under  the  existing  Administration,  al  well 
as  slight  deficiencies,  and  of  those  surpluses  the 
Executive  must  have  availed  himself. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (in  hisseat.)  The  Secretary 
says  he  has  not  availed  himself  of  them. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Now,  as  to  the  further  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  upon  the 
army.  The  army  does  not  belong  to  the  Whig 
party,  nor  does  it  belong  to  the  Democratic  party. 
The  army  belongs  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
whole  country,  and  the  Democratic  party  luis  as 
much  interest  in  it  as  the  Whi^  party;  The  offi- 
cers of  the  army  are  not  Whig  office-holders,  or 
Democratic  office-holders,  but  office-holders  be; 
longing  to  the  whole' country,  responsible  to  the 
Executive  in  most  respects,  but  not  removable 
by  the  Executive,  except  for  high  malfeasance. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  also  remarks  that  he 
cares  not  for  responsibility.  The  old  cry  here 
was,  *' perish  credit — perish  commerce.  I  care 
not  for  responsibility.  Let  the  heavens  fall,  I 
care  not  for  responsibility."  Let  that  'remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  go  out  to  the  country, 
when  the  people  of  Texas  are  pleading  upon  the 
frontier  for  want  of  protection,  and  when  the  Amer- 
icans in  New  Mexico  are  sufifering  for  want  of 
protection  from  the  army.  Let  our  bleeding 
frontiersmen  on  their  way  to  Oregon  and  New 
Mexico — ^let  the  settlers,  and  wood-cutters,  and 
buflalo-hunters  on  the  Western  prairies,  hear  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  *'  1  care  not 
for  responsibility." 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Is  it  in  order  to  amend  that 
amendment  by  striking  out? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  in  order  to  perfect 
the  clause  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  Then  I  move  to  increase  the 
appropriation  contained  in  that  clause,  ^. 

My  object  in  moving  that  amendment  is,  of 
course,  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  that  section 
ofthe  bill.  And  first,  in  reference  to  the  remark 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  to  this 
Congress  beine  the  mere  register  of  the  decrees  of 
the  Executive  Department  ofthe  Government.  It 
seems  to  me  that  tnat  remark,  and  the  idea  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  it,  is  in  keeping  with  the  speech 
made  by  the  gentleman  on  Saturday.  Sir,  that 
gentleman  knows  very  well — as  does  every  other 
member  on  this  floor — ihat  it  must  of  necessity  be 
the  duty  of  the  Executive  Departments  to  have 
control  over  the  expenditure  of  this  money;  they 
must,  therefore,  be  responsible  for  that  expendi- 
ture; and  they  must  lay  before  Congress  the 
amounts  of  money  which,  from  their  experience 
in  the  expenditure  for  the  previous  year,  they 
deem  necessary  to  carry  on  those  particular  depart- 
ments ofthe  Uovernroent. 

Now,  I  submit  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  every  member  here,  and  to  the  country, 
whether  we  should  be  doing  our  duty  here  as 
members  of  Congress,  in  casiing  aside  these  esti- 
mates, and  taking  upon  ourselves  the  entire  re- 
sponsibility of  saying  what  amounts  of  money 
should  be  appropriate  or  should  not  be  appropri- 
ated ?  I  ask  ■  ue  position  to  be  taken  here, 
is  not  that  th  .imates,  coming  frrm  tbe  de- 
partments ive  charge  of  these  expendi- 
tures, sb                Jceo  as  prima  facU  evidence  that 
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these  expenditure*  are  necessary,  and  whether  ii 
becomes  us  as  legislators— either  as  members  of 
the  committee,  or  of  this  House — that  we  should 
reduce  those  expenditures  without  there  is  some 
*  sufficient  reason  for  the  reduction  ?  So  far  as  we 
are  able  to  find  such  reasons,  Congress  is  respon- 
siblei  if  they  do  not  inquire  into  them  and  make 
the  reduction  in  accordance  therewith. 

But,  sir/ it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  anything  but 
a  high  and  honorable  course — 1  mean  it  in  no  in- 
vidious sensfr— for  the  gentleman  to  say  here  that 
Congress  is  responsible  when  they  cannot  ^et  be- 
hind^ to  see  the  amount  that  has  been  expended 
during  the  first  half  year,  and  scarcely  know  how 
it  has  been  expended.  Take  for  instance,  tlie 
army  in  New  Mexico.  1  ask,  what  member  of 
Congress,  from  his  own  experience,  knows  any- 
thing of  the  quantity  of  money  that  has  been  ex- 
pended, or  that  may  hereafter  be  expended,  in  that 
service?  We  have  no  means  of  acquiring:  infor- 
mation but  through  the  legitimate  channels  of  the 
Government,  and  those  cnannels  of  information 
are  in  the  hands  of  an  Administration  friendly  to 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  ask, 
thenfare  they  not  responsible  for  these  estimates? 
I  ask  if  we  can,  with  any  propriety,  cut  down 
these  expenditures  unless  we  sift  them  to  find  out 
where  the  abuses  are,  and  then  lop  ofTthose  abuses  ? 
So  much  for  that  point. 

In  respect  to  this  matter  of  appropriation  for 
forage,  we  did  reduce  it  last  year,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Administration  to  have  gone  to  work 
and  immediately  reduced  the  expenditures.  They 
undoubtedly  have  not  done  this.  But  the  question 
I  wish  to  put  to  the  committee  is  this:  The  money 
which  was  appropriated  having  been  expended, 
and  the  army  oeuig  left  destitute,  shall  we  leave 
it  destitute,  or  shall  we  come  forward  and  make 
the  appropriation  that  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
give  lood  to  that  army  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
and  hold  the  persons  who  have  squandered  the 
money  responsible  before  the  country  ?  The  re- 
sponsibility is  not  as  to  the  appropriatioQ  of 
money  to  be  expended  in  future,  but  the  responsi- 
bility which  we  will  hold  the  Administration  to 
before  the  country  is,  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  expended  the  appropriation  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Confess,  and  which  they  have 
.  squandered.  We  feel  the  necessity  of  making  this 
appropriation  for  the  army,  that  the  direful  ca- 
lamities of  which  you  speak  may  not  take  place; 
but  we  do  not  intend  to  allow  you,  under  cover  of 
the  sympathy  you  may  express  about  the  exposed 
condition  of  our  frontier,  to  shirk  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  manner  in  which  the  money  appro- 
priated last  year  has  been  expended. 

fHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  EVANS.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Olds]  said  that  the  Administration  had  expended 
ft700,l)00  more  than  had  been  appropriated  by  the 
last  Congress.  Well,  I  should  very  much  like 
the  gentleman  to  produce  his  proof  of  it.  This 
money  is  not  called  for  in  order  to  pay  bills  which 
have  nerelofore  been  incurred.  It  is  called  for  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  army  between  now  and 
the  30th  of  June. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Between  the  time  the  call 
was  made  and  June  next. 

Mr.  EVANS.  That  was  about  the  20th  of 
February.  The  Secretary  of  War  sent  in  the 
estimates  about  the  end  of  December,  and  told  you 
the  funds  on  hand  would  not  last  until  the  Isi  of 
July.  The  money  called  for  in  this  bill  has  not 
been  spent  by  the  Administration  without  the  sanc- 
tion or  law.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  says  that 
|700,000  have  been  expended  by  the  Executive 
Qovemment  contrary  to  the  act  of  Congress.  He 
is  entirely  mistaken  in  that.  The  money  is  wanted 
in  order  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the  army  between 
now  and  next  June. 

Now,  I  will  allude  to  another  point.  It  liss 
been  demonstrated,  I  presume,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  that  this  is  a  very  extravagant  Ad- 
ministration, and  that  it  has  been  f^ilty  of  gross 
abuses.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have  dis- 
oovered  that,  I  presume,  or  thev  would  not  talk 
so  much  about  it.  Now,  if  t  believed  that,  I 
would  not  vote  a  dollar  of  this  money.  If  you 
have  discovered  abuses;  if  you  know  that  the 
Administration  has  been  recklessly  extravagant — 
squandering  the  public  money,  it  w  your  duty  to 
refUse  to  vote  this  money,  arid  I  will  join  you  in 
it.  But  you  cannot  prove  it.  I  Mrish  I  had  an 
hour  to  speak  on  this  bill.    I  am  prepared  to  vin- 
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dicate  and  sustain  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Ad-  * 
ministration. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
and  we  upon  this  side,  in  talking  about  this  great 
expenditure,  remind  me  very  much  of  the  gentle- 
man in  India,  who  won  an  elephant  at  a  raffle. 
He  was  not  rich  enough  to  feed  it,  nobody  would 
have  it,  so  that  he  could  not  give  it  away;  he  was 
too  humane  to  kill  it,  and  the  authorities  would 
not  allow  him  to  turn  it  loose.  Now,  you  won 
your  elephant  when  you  acquired  these  territo- 
ries. Tne  expense  of  your  quartermaster's  de- 
partment has  been  less  this  year,  than  it  has  been 
in  any  year  since  the  war,  and  this  has  been  owing 
to  the  reductions  which  were  being  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  lon^  before  your  famous  policy 
of  last  year,  which  is  supposed  to  have  led  to 
them.  It  is  because  a  system  has  been  introduced 
by  the  War  Department,  which  is  gradually  lead- 
ing to  the  result  of  decreasing  the  expenditures, 
and  those  expenses  are  decreasing.  Wny,the  ex- 
penses for  the  quartermaster's  department  in  1849, 
were  six  millions  of  dollars,  though  you  did  not 
appropriate  half  that  amount,  and  you  expended 
$800,000  of  the  civil  fund  of  California,  which  they 
are  now  endeavoring  to  get  back  from  you. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (interrupting.)  1  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.  If  we  go  into  this  mode  of  de- 
bate, and  travel  away  from  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, there  is  no  telling  when  this  bill  will  be  got 
through  with.  J  propose,  therefore,  at  the  very 
beginning,  to  make  a  point  of  order,  and  let  the 
committee  settle  it  as  tney  may  please,  and  I  will 
abide  by  their  decision  through  the  balance  of  the 
discussion.  I  make  the  point  of  order,  that  the 
rule  requires  a  member  to  confine  himself  to  the 
discussion  of  the  amendment  which  he  proposes 
or  opposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understands 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  raise  a  question  of 
order  upon  the  rule  which  requires  each  member 
to  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  discussion  of  the 
amendment  which  he  oners  or  opposes.  In  ad- 
hering to  the  rule,  the  Chair  would  hold  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  EVANS.  Very  well,  sir.  But  I  only  wish 
I  had  an  hour  to  speak  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  wish  you  had.  I  wish  we 
all  had  an  hour.  But  my  object  is  to  get  along 
with  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Dunham's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark upon  this  bill. 

[Cries  of  "Order!"  ."Order!"] 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  move  to  increase  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  f  15. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  intend  to  confine  myself 
strictly  to  this  item,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  shall 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  expenditure  by  this  Administra- 
tion  

Mr.  STANLY.    Is  that  in  order  ? 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
the  gentleman  can  tell  how  I  am  going  to  apply  my 
argument  before  he  hears  it? 

Mr.  STANLY.  Why,  it  is  enough  to  tell  the 
gentleman  that  he  proposes  to  talk  about  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Administration  upon  an  amend- 
ment to  increase  the  amount  il5.     [Laughter.] 

The  CH  AI RMAN.  The  Chair  wiU  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  confine  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  DuNHAfl]  to  an  argument  on  the  pro- 
priety of  increasing  the  amoimt  A15.  But  what 
that  argument  will  be  it  is  impossible  for  the  Chair 
to  anticipate. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  In  order  to  show  the  neces- 
sity for  increasing  that  amount,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  ]  should,  notwithstanding,  show  in  what 
manner  this  forage  is  to  be  provided  for  the  troops 
there,  and  how  the  responsibility  lies  in  the  House, 
and  then  I  intend  to  wind  up  oy  showing  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  our  ani- 
mals from  starving  to  death  upon  the  frontier,  to 
make  the  provision  which  is  made  in  this  bill.  I 
trust  I  am  in  order  now. 

The  Quartermaster  has  no  control  whatever  over 
the  kind  of  forage  to  be  furnished,  or  the  quantity 
for  your  animals  upon  the  frontier.  They  are  all 
provided  for  by  the  rn^ations  of  the  War  De- 
partment, which,  I  beueve,  the  gentleman  from 


New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  had  the  other  day  in  ^ 
hands  while  he  was  addressing  the  House.  Tboe 
regulations  leave  no  discretion  with  the  qnamr. 
master  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  or  animak  iq 
the  service  upon  the  frontier  or  elsewhere,  or  to 
reduce  the  provisions  to  be  furnished.   Thai  v 
in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer,  and  tUi 
commanding  officer  is  responsible  directly  to  th« 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  consequently  undo' the 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Prrsidat 
of  the  United  States.    Now,  then,  what  I  viu 
to  get  at  is  this:  The  responsibility  of  faniidiii^ 
com,  no  matter  whether  it  be  at  $2,  |3,  or  |4 
per  bushel,  rests,  not  with  the  quartermaster,  boi 
with  the  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
wish  to  make  the  experiment  for  the  parpote  of 
seeing  whether  this  rule  is  to  be  avoided  when- 
ever gentlemen  chose  to  do  it.  1  make  the  point 
of  oraer  that  the  gentleman  who  was  just  now  td- 
dressing  the  Chair,  [Mr.  Dunham]  was  not  speak- 
ing to  uk9  amendment  proposed  by  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
the  remarks  the  gentleman  was  indulging  m  at 
the  time  the  point  of  order  was  raised,  were  not  ia 
order.  It  was  not  in  order  for  him  to  debate  the 
question  of  responsibility  in  diabarsmg  the  money. 
The  necessity  of  increasing  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation is  th^only  question  involved  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  "gentleman  must  confine  himself  to 
that  question. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  i  move  that  the  gattl^ 
man  have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  do  not  ask  it  anlesilaii 
in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana will  proceed  in  order,  unless  objected  to. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  try  to  make  myn- 
marks  in  order,  if  I  can.  I  juoge  of  the  necnstj 
for  the  increase  for  the  year  following,  froatk 
manner  in  which  this  forage  has  been  fumiihcd 
during  tlie  last  year;  and  we  find  there  that  tha 
forage  has  been  actually  furnished,  and  io  the 
manner  of  which  I  have  spoken,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commander  in  the  field.  If  it  is  to p> 
on  for  the  next  year,  this  bill  does  not  proride  a 
sufficient  amount  of  money  to  carry  on  that  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  TUCK.  1  will  renew  my  point  of  ordef 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  this  experiment  tho- 
roughly, as  to  whether  this  committee  is  to  be  im- 
posed on  by  such  reasons  as  are  being  giTen  by 
the  gentleman  for  holding  himself  to  be  m  order. 
It  is  perfectly  apparent  to  every  gentleman  upon 
the  floor  that  he  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  decides  that 

the  gentleman  may  assign  such  reasons  as  hemiT 
consider  proper  to  show  that  this  increase  is  D^ 
cessary  *,  and  as  the  Chair  stated  before,  an  ar^- 
ment  upon  a  mere  question  of  responsibility  is  on( 
relevant  to  the  amendment,  and,  therefore,  not  is 
order.  But  the  gentleman  may  assign  a  reason 
as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  this  money,  and  he 
may  assign  that  as  a  reason  why  the  expenditure 
should  be  increased.  The  gentleman  seems  lobe 
engaged  in  that,  and  it  is  not  for  the  Chair  to  d^ 
cide  whether  his  reasons  are  sound  or  not. 

Mr.  TUCK.  L  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Cbau 
whether  it  is  sufficient  for  a  member  to  aay  ^ 
this,  that,  and  the  other  thin?  are  reasons  in  faror 
of  an  amendment — whether  3ie  Chair  is  not  to  d^ 
cide,  and  the  committee  are  not  to  decide— wheih« 
those  reasons  are  applicable  and  germane  to  the 
question  under  consideration  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  decide  the 
abstract  proposition  stated  by  the  gentleman  to  be 
out  of  order.  But  each  particular  case  must  d^ 
pend,  on  the  immediate  occurrence,  upon  its  own 
merits.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hsmpswre 
calls  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  order.  The 
Chair  thinks  that  the  gentleman  was  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  TUCK.  I  feel  no  particular  interest  m 
confining  this  debate,  but  for  the  purpose  of  hariog 
the  principle  settled,  I  will  take  an  appeal  from  w 
decision  of  the  Chair.  . 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  hope  the  genUeman  froo 
Indiana,  being  a  member  of  the  Commute*  « 
Ways  and  Means,  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  lue 
legitimacy  of  the  debate,  will  not  press  the  roauer. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.    I  will  not  press  th«  "»*f  , 
I  wish,  however,  to  make  a  smele  remark,  and 
will  take  my  seat.    I  wish  simply  to  say^ — - 

[Cries of  "Order!"  "Order!'! 
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Mr.  TUCK.  As  the  gentleman  has  yielded  the 
floor,  I  win  not  innist  npon  my  appeal. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  have  not  yielded  the  floor. 
I  will,  however,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  single  remark. 

Mr.  TUuK.  I  do  not,  then,  withdraw  my  ap- 
peal. 

The  question  **  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  OS  the  iudgpnent  of  the  committee?"  was 
put,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  DUNHAM.  I  will  not  press  upon  the 
Attention  of  the  committee  but  a  smde  remark.  I 
wish  merely  to  state,  that  by  the  rules  to  which  1 
have  referred,  the  quartermaster  cannot  change  or 
reduce  the  quantity  of  foraf^e.  That  falls  enurely 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  That 
is  all  1  have  to  say. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  could  hang  a  five  minutes' 
speech  upon  that  amendment  in  reply  to  some  re- 
marks wnich  have  been  made  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction; 
but  as  the  chairman  seems  disposed  to  enforce  t^ 
rules  upon  both  sides  of  the  House  alike,  I  will 
waive  my  ri^ht.    I  desire  to  get  to  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dunham's 
amendment  to  increase  the  amount  fl5,  and  it 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Olds,  to  strike  out  the  whole  paragraph. 

Mr.  ORR  demanded  tellers,  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to — ayes  13,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  next  paragraph  was  then  reported,  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  For  traoBportaiion  of  the  smiy,  including  tlie  baggaf  e 
of  the  troop«,  when  moving  either  by  land  or  water ;  of 
clothinc,  camp,  and  garrison  eqoinage.  and  hone  equip- 
ment, from  the  depdia  at  Philadelpbia,  at  Louin,  and  New 
OrleaM,  to  the  several  posts  and  army  depots;  of  subsist- 
ence from  the  places  of  purchase,  from  the  j^aces  of  de- 
livery under  contract,  to  such  places  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  service  may  reqsire  it  to  be  sent ;  of  ordnance,  ord- 
nance stores,  and  small-arms,  from  the  ibundrias  and 
armories  to  the  arsenals.  forUncations,  frontier  posts  and 
armv  depdts ;  fVeigbts.  tolls,  and  ferriage ;  fbr  the  purchase 
and  hire  of  borsefi,  mules,  oxen,  wagons,  carts,  drajrs,  ships, 
and  oilier  sea-going  vessels  and  boats,  for  the  transportation 
of  supplies,  and  tor  garrison  pmpoaes;  for  drayage  and 
cartage  at  tne  several  posts  t  hire  of  tearosten,  transporta- 
tion of  Ainds  for  the  pay  and  other  disbursing  departments ; 
the  expense  of  saiUng  public  transports  on  the  various 
rivers,  thf»  fJulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific ; 
and  for  procuring  water  at  such  posts  aa,  lh>m  their  situa- 
tion, require  that  it  be  brought  (torn  a  distance,  eight  hund- 
red and  ninety  thousand  dollars.'* 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  propose  also  to  strike  out  this 
clause,  and  I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  reference 
to  my  motion. 

If  there  be  any  principle  involved  in  voting  for 
or  against  this  bill,  I  wish  to  act  consistently  in 
the  vote  I  shall  give  upon  it.  Believing,- as  I  do, 
as  I  said  before,  that  this  is  really  a  contest  be- 
tween the  long  arm  of  the  Executive  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  for  the  control  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  I  feel  myself  bound 
to  vote  against  all  appropriations  of  this  kind,  ap- 
propriations which  nave  already  been  refused  by 
a  previous  Congress. 

When  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  seeks  to  get  my  vote  for  an  appropria- 
uon  of  this  kind,  by  talking  about  the  Western 
frontiers,  I  must  asK  him 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
want  to  know  if  it  is  in  order  to  discuss  the  gen- 
eral bill  upon  a  motion  to  strike  out  a  particular 
Bection. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  think  the  gentleman  had  better 
wait  until  he  hears  my  remarks  before  he  inter- 
ruDts  me. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  have  waited  long  enough  to 
see  that  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  decides  that 
tipon  a  question  of  the  character  of  that  now  pend- 
ing, to  strike  out  a  clause  in  the  bill,  the  range  of 
argument  is  much  broader  than  upon  an  amend- 
ment such  as  that  presented  by  the  gentltonan  from 
Indiana.  The  Chair  thinks  that  u|H>n  a  proposi- 
tion to  strike  out  an  entire  clause  in  a  bill,  provi- 
ding for  a  particular  appropriation,  gentlemen 
may  discuss  the  general  range  of  expenditures  of 
money  by  that  department  to  which  it  applies. 

Mr.  OLDS.  The  remarks  made  by  tne  gentle- 
man fVom  New  York,  in  favor  of  a  kindred  portion 
of  this  bill,  apply^  with  equal  force  to  the  part  pro- 
posed to  be  striken  out,  and  in  answering  His 
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remarks,  I  shall  be  sustaining  my  motion  to  strike 
out  the  clause  under  consideration. 

I  ask  with  what  grace  does  it  come  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  censure  us  for  voting 
against  this  appropriation  for  the  army?  Why, 
upon  a  former  occasion,  gentlemen  upon  that  side 
of  the  House  have  said  they  would  not  vote  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  army, 
though  the  enemy's  cannon  were  battering  down 
the  walls  of  your  Capitol.  Did  it  not  come  from 
that  side  of  tne  House  when  your  soldiers  were 
upon  the  plains  of  Mexico,  fighting  the  battles  of 
your  country  ?  Who  then  proposed  to  stop  the 
supplies  for  your  army,  but  welcome  them  with 
bloody  hands  to  hospitable  graves?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman suppose  he  can  frif  hteu  me  to  vote  for  this 
appropriation  by  saying  Uuit  the  hunters  and  set- 
tlers on  our  Western  frontiers  will  suffer  in  con- 
sequence of  .the  want  of  an  army  to  protect  them. 
These  are  the  very  men  to  protect  your  army, 
instead  of  your  army  protecting  them.  If  you 
will  give  the  settlers  themselves  the  power  to  drive 
back  the  savage,  and  pay  them  as  you  do  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Government,  they  would  drive  them 
back  in  less  than  quick  time. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
do  not  object  to  the  gentleman's  discussion,  if  1 
can  reply  to  his  argument  about  bloody  hands  and 
hospitable  ^graves,  dbc.,  dtc.;  but  I  do  object  if  I 
have  no  opporttmity  to  reply. 

Mr.  OLDS.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man reply  to  that  point. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  If  1  can  reply  to  the  gentleman 
I  do  not  insist  upon  my  point  of  order.  But  I  do 
insist  upon  it  unless  I  can  do  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  wiU  beg  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  committee  to  say,  that  when  a  mo- 
tion is  made  to  strike  out  an  entire  clause  of  the 
bill  involving  a  particular  appropriation,  the  range 
of  legitimate  debate  necessarily  extends  to  the 

Question  of  the  disposition  of  the  money  under  the 
^ovemihent. 

Mr.  BROOKS.  Then  if  I  understand  the  Chair, 
it  also  involves  the  same  right  to  reply. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  OLDS.  If  the  gentleman  is  willing  like  a 
man,  and  a  brave  -man,  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  the  appropriation  upon  the  administration  of  the 
country,  instead  of  trying  to  shirk  it  off  upon 
Congress,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  use  an  arj^- 
ment  of  this  kind.  But  when  he  attempts  to  shield 
the  Administration  by  sa3ring  that  Congress  makes 
the  appr^riation,  and  therefore  the  responsibility 
is  upon  Congress,  it  becomes  necessary,  for  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  side  of  the  House,  to  vindicate 
themselves  for  voting  against  appropriations  of 
this  kind.  It  is  for  this  reason  that!  rise  to  oppose 
this  appropriation  in  common  with  others  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature.  The  gentleman  need  not  tell  me  that  the 
necessity  for  this  money  has  not  been  created  by 
the  Administration.  Why,  did  not  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  you  the 
other  day,  thatthedrnftsof  your  Government  have 
been  protested  in  consequence  of  not  acting  upon 
this  deficiency  bill  ?  How  did  this  pressing  neces- 
sity come  upon  us  ?  Why  it  was  because  the  Ad- 
ministration had  incurred  this  liabitity,  although 
they  had  not  the  means  of  pa3ring  for  it.  It  is  true 
the^  cannot  get  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury, 
without  an  oraer  from  Congress,  but  they  have 
spent  the  money,  they  have  mcurred  the  liability, 
althotigh  they  have  not  the  means  to  pay  it.  And 
by  spending'that  money  they  have  created  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  appropriation,  and,  coward  like, 
they  attempt  to  shield  themselves  behind  the  cry 
of  **  the  Administration  is  not  responsible.  It  is 
Congress  alone  that  is  responsible,  for  Congress 
alone  can  make  the  appropriations  of  money." 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  After  hearing  the  speech  of 
thegentleman  from  Ohio,  |^Mr.  Olds,]  I  cannot  well 
iinagine  upon  whst  principle  he  can  vote  against 
thisDiH.  He  sa3rs  that  at  one  time  some  distin- 
guished gentleman  belonging  to  the  political  party 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  said  **  he  would 
not  vote  an  appropriation,  though  the  enemy  were 
battering  down  tne  walls  of  the  Capitol."  At 
another  time,  another  distinguished  Whig,  now 
offic^ly  connected  with  this  Administration,  said 
in  his  place  in  the  Un|ted  States  Senate,  that  he 
wocUdiiot  vote  supplies  for  our  army  in  Mexico; 
that  the  Mexicans  might  **  welcome  our  troops 
itrith  bloody  hands  and  hospitable  grsivee;"  and 
for  the  utterance  of  these  sentiments,  he  will  vote 
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seainst  this  bill  of  supplies  for  our  army.  Mr. 
Chairman,  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olds,]  and 
myself  united  in  ind^nant  condemnation  of  such 
unworthy  and  unpatriotic  sentiments;  wa  de- 
nounced them  as  outrages  upon  patriotism,  upon 
the  country  as  well  as  upon  common  decency;  the 
great  body  of  the  people  sympathized  with  us  in  . 
those  denunciations.  Now,  1  ask  him  if  he  is  dis- 
posed to  follow  so  soon  in  the  wake  of  those  men; 
IS  he  willing  to  follow  so  bad  an  example,  and 
one,  too,  that  has  been  so  signally  and  indignant- 
ly rebuked  by  the  honest,  patriotic  portion  of  the 
people  ?  I  hope  not.  I  have  a  right  to  expect  bet- 
ter things  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  OLDS,  (interrupting.)  I  wish  to  make  a 
single  remark,  if  they  had  the  manliness  to  take 
the  responsibility,  then  1  would  vote  them  all  the 
supplies  they  asked. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  I  will  reply  to  that,  but  I 
must  be  excused — I  cannot  aifora  to  lose  any  of 
my  time.  The  gentleman  says  *<  if  the  Adminis- 
tration will  take  the  responsibility,  like  men,  he 
will  vote  the  supplies."  Then  I  ask  him  with 
what  propriety  can  he  vote  against  this  bill?  He 
does  not  deny  that  money  is  needed;  not  at  all; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  admits  that  it  is,  by  saying 
be  will  vote  it  if  they  will  come  forward  like  men, 
and  avow  the  responsibility  of  their  own  expendi- 
tures. Sir,  there  is  no  principle  to  justify  his 
course — ^they  cannot  escape  responsibility  by 
denying  that  it  rests  upon  them;  tne  coimtry  will 
make — will  justly  hold  them  responsible,  and  they 
cannot  shift  it  off;  and  for  them  to  say  they  are, 
or  they  are  not,  responsible,  constitutes  no  proper 

f-ounds  for  support  of,  or  opposition  to,  this  bill, 
have  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  toU  and  entire 
responsibility  for  their  expenditures;  and  whether 
they  admit  or  deny  it,  shall  not  change  my  vote. 
If  tne  supplies  are  necessary,  they  should  be  voted  t 
regardless  of  the  manliness  or  cowardice  of  the 
Administration,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,)  admitting  or  denjring  responsi- 
bility. 

Another  thing  I  wish  to  say  here.  Defeat  this 
bill  if  you  please;  cut  down  or  strike  out  these 
appropriations  if  you  chose;  but  just  as  sure  as 
we  do,  we  will  have  to  pay  for  it  hereafter,  and  for 
the  reason  that  you  will  not  withdraw  the  army 
from  the  frontier — nor  will  you  disband  it.  So 
long  as  you  keep  up  the  army,  you  must  pay  the 
expenses  of  it.  And  ^f  we  shall  go  into  power  at 
the  next  Presidential  election,  as  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve will  be  the  case,  we  will  then  have  to  appro- 
priate to  pay  the  expenses,  if  we  refuse  to  appro- 
priate now.  That  I  wish  to  avoid.  Expenditures 
to  some  extent  will  necessarily  be  made.  Even  if 
we  should  determine  to  bring  home  the  army,  some 
appropriation  would  be  necessary.  Under  the 
head  of  transportation,  there  was  nothing  avail- 
able on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  as  reported 
by  the  (Quartermaster  General  and  Secretary  of 
War;  and  if  that  be  true,  you  could  not  even  bring 
home  the  army,  if  we  were  determined  to  do  so, 
without  an  appropriation.  Then  why  shall  we 
hesitate?  Wny  not  promptly,  and  at  once,  vote 
what  money  we  may  think  necessary,  and  hold 
the  Administration  responsible  for  its  expenditures 
and  wastes?  What  will  we  make  by  defeating 
this  appropriation?  If  by  doing  so  we  could  save 
the  expense,  and  yet  keep  up  the  efficiency  of  the 
army,  I  would  say  do  it;  but  at  best  it  would  only 
be  a  postponement  of  the  time  of  payment;  and 
we  woula  have  to  pay  in  addition  the  increased 
cost  of  such  supplies  as  might  be  purchased  for 
the  army,  because  of  the  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  means  to  support  that  branch  of  the  service. 

Gentlemen  say  this  money  has  been  expended 
contrary  to  law.  It  shows  that  they  have  not  ex- 
amined into  the  question  at  all.  I  desire  to  read 
a  section  of  the  law,  which  authorizes  the  expend- 
iture, although  I  occupy  the  same  grotmd  which 
I  did  in  my  hour's  speech,  and  beUeve  that  the 
expenditures  have  been  enormous,  improper,  and 
amounting  to  abuse.  But  here  is  tne  law,  ap- 
proved March  1st,  1820: 

<*  No  contract  shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  Uie  Department  of  War,  or 
of  the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  aatborisinir  the  same,  or 
except  underan  appropriation  adequate  to  its  nilfillment,  and 
except,  also,  contracts  for  tbc  subsistence  and  clothing  of 
the  army  and  navy,  rnd  contracts  bv  the  qaurtennaster's 
department,  which  may  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  these 
deportments. " 

Now,  sir,  there  is  the  law  under  which  this  has 
been  done. 
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[Here  the  hammer  fell.l 

Mr.  ORR.  It  is  in  order  to  move  an  amende 
ment  to  the  orig:irHil  section,  I  believe. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  clause,  the  question  being  on 
■triking  out  the  section. 

Mr.  ORR.  I  move,  then,  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation from  |8D0,000  to  $1. 

I  was,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress,  and  was  present  when  the  debates  took 
place  with  reference  to  reducing  the  expenses  of 
this  department  of  the  Government.  I  heard  gen- 
tlemen upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  advocate 
that  reduction,  I  believe,  with  more  zeal,  certainly 
with  more  enei^y,  than  any  upon  this  side  of  the 
House.  Congress  investigated  this  subject  thor- 
oughly. The  matter  was  fully  debated,  and  they 
determined  to  reduce  the  estimates  of  the  Depart- 
ment from  f2,5UU,000  to  $2,000,000.  The  act 
passed  in  that  way,  and  what  is  the  state  of  facts 
presented  by  this  bill  now  before  the  committee 
for  its  consideration  ?  Have  the  different  depart- 
ments of  Gk)vernment  conformed  their  action  to 
the  mstructions  received  from  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress?  So  far  from  their  conforming  them- 
selves to  those  instructions  they  have  violated  the 
express  commands  of  Congress,  and  it  is  an  insult 
to  the  American  Congress  for  the  officers  of  the 
Government  now  to  come  in  and  say  that  we 
refused,  nine  months  ago,  to  make  this  appropria- 
tion, and  we  have  gone  on  and  exnendect  the 
money,  and  you  must  |>ay  it.  in  otner  words, 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  after  expressing  their  will  upon  this 
subject,  are  to  become  mere  auditors  for  the  Ad- 
ministration. There  is  a  principle  involved  in  the 
bill,  and  an  important  pnnciple,  too.  I  am  un- 
willing to  become  a  mereauditor.  Congress  having: 
the  power  to  nvike  appropriations,  and  the  Pre«- 
dent  being  required  to  conform  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress,  when  he  chooses  to  set 
aside  the  express  will  of  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress let  the  responsibility  be  upon  his  shoulders, 
and  let  him  not  come  here  to  asic  us  to  pay  for  his 
violation  of  law. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  one  condition  upon  which  I 
will  vote  for  this  bill,  and  it  is  the  only  one;  other- 
wise I  will  take  my  share  of  the  responsibility  of 
defeating  it,  and  every  item  it  contains.  If  the 
President  will  cause  to  be  removed,  commencing 
at  the  heads  of  depcurtments,  every  officer  that  has 
been  guiltv  of  viohiting,  indirectly,  the  law  which 
Congress  nas  passed,  1  will  vote  for  this  bill, other- 
wise 1  will  not.  1  think  the  American  Congress 
ought  to  be  able  to  exercise  as  much  control  over 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  as  the 
House  of  Commons  in  Great  Britain  can  exercise 
over  the  Executive  Government  there.  If  they 
can  require  a  set  of  ministers  to  be  removed  before 
making  an  appropriation,  can  it  be  true  that  an 
American  Congress,  under  a  free  Government, 
have  not  the  same  power  to  control  and  direct  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  as  in  a  mon- 
archy like  that  of  Great  Britain  ? 

THere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STANLY.  No  motion  has  yetbeen  made 
to  this  bill,  upon  this — the  Whig — side  of  the 
House,  for  the  sake  of  talk,  and  1  trust  none  will 
be  mnde.  The  other  side  are  responsible  for  it. 
Let  that  fact  be  distinctly  stated.  But  before  i 
proceed  further,  I  tender  the  homage  of  my  thanks 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  for  the  speech  he  just  now  made.  They 
are  the  words  of  a  patriot,  lifting  himself  above  the 
calls  of  the  party,  and  becoming  him;  and  a  just 
rebuke  to  the  extraordinary  remtirks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olds.]  Sir,  what  have  we 
before  us  ?  Here  is  a  proposition  made  to  cut 
down  this  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  and  the  army,  because  remarks  have 
been  made  here  as  to  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
Congress  and  to  the  Executive.  And  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olds,]  who  talks  about 
••  bloody  hands  and  hospitable  graves,"  referring 
to  old  party  matters,  is  properly  rebuked,  and  he 
is  willing  to  commit  his  countrvmen  to  the  bloody 
hands  and  hospitable  graves  of  Indian  hostilities, 
sooner  than  give  this  Government  money  to  go  on 
with !  He  refuses  to  vote,  and  will  not  vote,  he 
says,  for  a  bill,  without  which  the  army  cannot  be 
paid.  The  frontiers  cannot  be  protected,  treaties 
fulfilled,  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  their  country 
cannot  be  fed,  because  a  member  of  this  House 
says  Congress  is  responsible  for  cutting  down  || 


appropriations!  What  a  principle  of  conduct 
this  is,  by  which  a  Representative  m  a  Republican 
Government  professes  to  regulate  his  conduct! 
Who  are  the  Whigs  in  offica  spending  this  money 
improperiy?  General  Jesup,  quartermaster  gen- 
eral— an  honest  man  and  a  gallant  soldier,  though 
indirectly  assailed — is  a  Democrat.  If  the  Whigs 
can  rely  on  his  estimates,  cannot  the  Democrats 
trust  htm?  And  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Orr]  does  not  intend  to  vote  for  this  bill 
unless  the  President  dismisses  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  his  other  officers— General  Jesup,  I 
suppose,  included.  I  appeal  to  that  gentleman,  in 
his  moments  of  calm  reflection,  whether  he  can 
justify  himself  before  the  country,  in  such  a  decla- 
ration. Mr.  Conrad's  friends  here  defy  and  soli- 
cit any  examination  into  his  conduct.  Instead  of 
extravagance,  you  will  see  that  he  has  practiced 
economy — Whig  economy — not  in  talk,  lixe  Dem- 
ocratic economy,  but  in  actual  reduction  of  ex- 
penses. If  the  President  has  done  this  wrong, 
why  has  the  gentleman  sat  silently  upon  this  floor 
since  the  beginning  of  the  session,  and  brought 
forth  no  impeachment?  Why  have  we  not  h<»rd 
his  voice  upon  these  alleged  abuses,  while  this  bill 
was  under  consideration,  during  the  last. week? 
Why  did  not  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
take  an  hourand  assail  the  Administration  ?  Why 
'did  heallow  his  friends  to  make  Buncombe  speeches 
upon  State  politics,  presidential  candidates,  the 
want  of  harmony  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  Ac,, 
&c.,  &c.f  while  each  speaker  had  an  hour,  instead 
of  discussing  this  bill  ?  Sir,  because  the  Adminis- 
tration was  unassailable,  and  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  knew  it.  We  courted  investigation ;  the 
other  side  did  not  want  to  discuss  the  biU.  When 
this  side  of  the  House  challenged  investigation, 
why  did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  sit  still 
in  bis  seat. 

Mr.  ORR.    I  ask  leave  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  STANLY.  Not  in  my  time  of  five  minutes. 

Mr.  ORR.    You  did  not  want  an  answer. 

Mr.  STANLY.  I  defy  the  answer,  when  the 
gentleman  has  time.  With  all  respect  to  the  ^n- 
tieman,  we  solicit  and  defy  all  investigation  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Adminuitration.  But  let  gen- 
tleman specify — let  them  name  where  are  the 
abuses,  and  by  what  officers  committed — but  not 
deal  in  general  chams.  1  chares  that  the  other 
side  of  the  House  aid  not  wish  to  discuss  this 
bill — they  evaded  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  made  a  point  of  order,  that 
the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  presidential  candi- 
dates was  out  of  order.  The  Democratic  party, 
who  are  here  in  a  majority,  decided  against  the 
gentleman  from  New  Vork. 

And  now,  afler  postponing  and  postponing  this 
bill  for  weeks  and  weeks,  refusing  to  discuss  it, 
when  they  could  discuss  it,  now,  under  the  five- 
minutes  rule,  they  fire  away,  and  inake  indiscrimi- 
nate charges,  in  the  hope  that  no  chance  can  be 
afforded  to  the  Administration  to  defend  their 
measures.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to 
me  to  be  disappointed  in  their  eflforts  to  find  just 
cause  for  assailing  the  Administration;  and  now 
thev  quarrel  because  the  Administration  has  done 
notning  wrong  to  oblige  them,  and  give  them  an 
excuse  for  raiting ! 

Sir,  while  I  condemn,  as  all  good  men  of  all 
parties  will  condemn,  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Olos,]  whose  party  vindic- 
tireness  is  so  strong,  that  he  avows  his  willing- 
ness to  let  the  soldiers  on  the  western  frontier 
starve,  let  the  settlers  on  the  western  frontiers  go 
unprotected  from  Indian  hostilities,  let  the  Govern- 
ment drafts  remain  protested  and  unpaid,  I  acquit 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ofWay  s  and  Means. 
He  has  done  his  duty  like  a  man,  and  like  a  pa- 
triot, in  the  remarks  which  he  has  made.  If  his 
friends  do  not  follow  them,  it  is  not  his  fimlt,  but 
theirs.  Let  the  country  iudge  between  us,  the  mi- 
nority here,  and  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
of  this  House,  who  it  is  that  stops  the  wheels  of 
this  Government.  I  call  upon  eentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  say  whether  thev  indorse  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Olds?]  Are  they 
w.lline  to  injure  their  country,  because  some  mem- 
ber of  Congress  charges,  and  correctly  charjgea, 
that  Congress,  not  the  Elxecutive,  are  responsible 
for  these  deficiencies  ? 

Let  that  issue  be  distinctly  made  up.  We  in- 
vite it;  we  challenge  investigation  into  the  conduct 
of  the* Administration  and  of  the  Departments. 
We  will  do  our  duty  to  our  country,  ana  while  ws 


defy  them  in  all  their  impotent  efforts,  we  oolj 
ask  them  to  do  their  duty  to  their  country. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  vatU- 
ment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  diasnttdto. 

Mr.  ORR  nM>ved  pro  forma  to  reduce  the  «ppi». 
priation  to  $2. 

I  will  reply,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  intermgitory 
propounded  to  me  by  my  friend  from  North  Caro. 
una,^Mr.  Stanly,]  and  I  think  it  will  beamy 
successful  reply — in  my  judgment,  at  least.  TlMn 
are  fifly  officers — there  may  be  one  hundred  oft- 
cers — who  have  been  participants  in  diircfard  of 
the  appropriations  that  were  made  by  Coogrta, 
in  directing  their  expenditures  with  rcferenee  i« 
their  own  estimates,  and  not  with  regard  to  Ue 
appropriation.  Well,  now,  suppose  that  I  had 
set  about  an  impeachment  of  these  different  ofi- 
cers— a  hundred  different  officers — how  long  would 
it  have  requhred — how  many  days,  week*,  and 
months  would  have  been  consumed  in  the  im- 
peachment of  one  single  man  ?  1  do  not  beiiere, 
1^  the  history  of  this  Government,  it  has  bees  at- 
tempted to-impeach  any  officer  of  that  grade.  Ctt* 
tainly,  many  of  them  have  been  guilty  of  ddia- 

auencies,  and  have  been  remored.  I  can  say  to 
le  President,  If  you  retain  officers  in  your  Cab- 
inet, under  your  direction,  who  willfully  disregard 
the  laws  passed^  by  Congress,  and  winfolty  ex- 
pend larger  sums  of  money  than  have  bcenappro- 
Eriated,  and  do  not  exclude  them,  you  shall  not 
ave  the  money;  but  whenever  you  remoredieii, 
and  five  to  the  country  an  assurance  and  goaita- 
tee  that  such  conduct  shall  not  be  repeated,  thea 
we  will  make  the  appropriation.  As  to  those  vfao 
were  making  an  assault  upon  the  AdminisiFatton, 
while  the  hour  debate  was  proceeding,  all  I  have 
to  say  is,  that  my  skirts  are  clear  of  it.  1  vti 
opposed,  and  I  wish  that  the  eentlemao  fros 
North  Carolina  was  as  much,  to  tnedosineoftk 
debate  as  early  as  it  was  terminated.  I  UMsgkt 
this  bill  required  to  be  debated:  I  thou^tthatit 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  and  fully  investigated  by 
this  House;  and  I  was  satisfied  more  days  erei 
thsui  had  been  appropriated  to  it  would  be  inni' 
dent  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  hare 
watted  patiently,  but  with  no  inconsiderable  solici- 
tude, to  hear  some  explanation  fron  gcotksHi 
of  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  tojusti^r 
a  vote  for  those  clauses  in  this  bill  by  which  ap- 
propriations are  made  to  the  ouartennaatir  ^ 
eral's  department,  to  supply  alleged  deficieDcies. 
I  have  heard  none  that  conveys  a  satisfactory  or 
intelligible  reason.  I  have  heard  no  ezpUtottios 
as  to  uie  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  made  to 
this  bureau  tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18S8. 
1  hftve  inouired  of  gentlemen  on  the  Comnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  what  account  has  been  givet 
of  the  amount  we  did  appropriate,  and  I  nodo^ 
stand  they  cannot  tell  bow  it  kas  been  expended. 
I  do  not  intend  to  vote  another  dollar  qpoo  the 
allegation  of  a  deficiency,  until  I  hear  what  hu 
been  done  with  that  which  Congress  in<^<^ 
supply  the  quartermaster  gecend  for  the  whoit 
year. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  1  raise  a  point  of  order. 
The  eentleman  from  Kentucky  advocates  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Csrsboa 
instead  of  omposinff  it. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  am  opposed  to  redoaag 
the  appropriation  to  iS,  [Laughter;]  (or  ^''^^ 
that  1  do  not  intend  to  vote  any.  (Reneved 
lauehter.l 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeman  is  so*, 
then,  in  order. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Then  I  wiU  role  !»«« 
dollars,  and  will  oppose  cutting  the  appropnauoa 
down  to  heo,  for  the  purpose  of  being  tllowwto 
say,  undisturbed,  what  I  want  to  sav.  I  \a^>^ 
attentively  to  the  hour  speeches  of  the  gentk^f" 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  BaooKa,)andof  thechairj 
man  of  the  Ways  and  Means.  [Mr,  HoWTO»,J 
but  neither  advanced  a  single  idea  which  was  not 
elicited  in  the  able  debate  of  last  session  on  the 
army  appropriation  bill.  Then  the  whole  f> 
ject  was  elaborately  discussed.  The  Commitiet 
on  Military  Affairs  brought  forward  the  t^n$m 
of  the  quartermaster  general,  and  attempted  tots- 
force  them  by  calling  attention  to  the  w^*""**** 
our  territory— to  considerations  springing  out « 
the  treaty  of  Hidalgo— to  the  extension  of  tw 
lines  of  supply;  in  fine,  that  committee  than  ■•» 
all  that  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  qwi^iwrj 
general  have  sines  said  to  thia  Congress,  ana  an 
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the  genilemen  have  mid  on  this  bill.  Nothing  new 
has  been  elicited.  Well,  sir,  CongreM,  after  that 
full  divcuasion,  in  a  test  vote,  solemnly  refused  to 
vote  the  quartermaster  general's  estimates,  and 
only  voted  the  amount  reported  by  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

I  take  it  to  have  been  the  duty  of  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  appropriation  to  square  his  expenses 
Co  the  means  Congress  provided.  If  he  went  on 
to  expend  the  money  in  the  face  of  this  deliberate 
action  of  Congress,  as  though  no  such  action  bad 
occurred,  and  he  relied  on  this  Congress  to  meet 
the  deficiency  so  that  his  expenditures  may  equal 
the  estimates  which  Congress  refused,  he  has  com- 
mitted a  grave  error  in  rr^  opinion.  As  this  bill 
r reposes  to  supply  all  Congress  refused,  and  more, 
want  to  know  how  the  sum  we  voted  has  been 
expended,  in  order  that  I  may  judge  of  the  neces- 
sity. I  do  not  mean  to  make  any  attack  upon 
any  one.  But,  as  a  representative  of  the  people, 
I  do  not  intend,  by  my  vote,  to  appropriate  an- 
other dollar,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
until  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  explain, 
in  some  way,  he  manner  in  which  this  deficiency 
has  arisen,  aiid  how  the  bureau  has  spent  what 
was  appropriated. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  Administration  is  re- 
sponsible. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  know  the  gentleman  has 
attacked  theAdmini8iration,the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  the  head  of  the  army.  I  know  the  difficulty 
has  sprunc:  out  of  the  course 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky does  me  injustice.  I  wish  to  state  a  fact 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  take  it  all  back,  then. 
[Lauf  hter.l  I  had  rather  withdraw  the  remark 
on  which  the  gentleman  desires  to  comment,  than 
to  lose  any  of  my  time. 

Mr.  CHairman,  this  proposition  is  a  very  seri- 
ous one.  We  know  Congress  refused,  last  ses- 
sion, the  very  supplies  now  asked  of  a  deficiency. 
We  ought  to  know  wkw  there  is  a  deficiency,  be- 
Ibre  we  reverse  the  solemn  decision  of  Congress 
at  the  instance  of  a  military  officer,  who  askM  for 
this  money  and  was  refused.  There  is  a  question 
of  power,  of  dignitjr,  of  duty,  here.  1  do  not 
think  we  shall  act  wisely  or  well  to  vote  this  mo- 
ney, when  we  hear  no  explanation  of  what  has 
been  done  with  the  appropriation  which  was  made 
for  the  whole  year.  For  one,  I  would  rather  take 
the  responsibility  of  disbanding  the  army,  than  to 
▼ote  a  dollar  unoer  this  state  of  the  case.  I  would 
withdraw  my  forces  altogether,  and  leave  the  peo- 
ple of  Texas  and  New  Mexico  to  defend  them- 
selves as  best  they  may,  and  aflerwards  pay  l&etr 
expenses,  rather  than  to  abandon  a  constitutional 
fundamental  principle  of  this  Government.  We 
hold  the  keys  of  the  Treasiu'y,  and  we  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  people— 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

iAr.  HOWARD  moved  pro  J^rrmm  to  incriease 
the  appropriation. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  Is  there  not  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  pending  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  OldsI  moves  to  strike  out 
a  clause,  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Orr]  moves  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  ground  the  Chair 
takes  is,  that  any  gentleman  has  a  right  to  perfect 
a  clause  before  the  question  is  taken  upon  a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out.  inasmuch  as  that  excludes  the 
mrhole  clause.  Tne  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  made  an  amendment,  and  the  Chair  thinks 
that  an  amendment  to  that  is  in  order4 

Mr.  HOWARD.  There  is  no  member  of  this 
Congress  who  was  a  member  of  the  last  that  will 
not  be  astonished  at  the  statement  of  my  honor- 
able friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Orr,]  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last 
Congress  investigated  this  matter,  asserted  that 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  was  too 
large,  and  therefore  reduced  it.  Why,  sir,  he 
cannot  have  fora^ten  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  belonjB:s  to  the  other  side  of  the  House,  not 
now  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  said,  that  in 
making  this  motion  he  struck  in  the  dark,  and  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  striking  intelligibly  or 
not.  Now,  under  that  state  of  things,  we  are 
eravelj  told  that  the  last  Congress  deliberated  and 
investigated  this  whole  matter,  ascertained  that 
too  much  money  was  asked  for,  and,  therefore, 
they  cut  it  down.  Now,  it  is  complained  against 
the  Elxecutiva  officer  ai  a  fault,  that  he  hai  found 


no  person  to  cut  down  nearly  the  whole  amount 
of  the  deficiency.  Sir,  precisely  the  reverse  is 
true — that  Congress  did  not  investigate,  that  Con- 
gress did  not  examine  the  estimates,  neither  did 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last 
Congress  go  to  the  Department  and  ascertain  if 
too  much  money  was  asked.  No  sucl}  thin^  wtis 
ever  heard  upon  this  floor  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  The  whole  argument  was,  that  the 
amount  looked  large — lookad  like  an  extravagant 
amount,  and  ought  to  be  cut  down  without  rhyme 
or  reason.  Now,  I  think  it  is  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  gentlemen  here,  who  will  bear  me  out,  that 
that  was  in  substance  the  position  those  gentlemen 
occupied  upon  that  occasion.  Ai)d  what  was  said 
by  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  upon  that  occasion  ?  He  said 
that  he  had  examined  this  matter;  that  he  had 
been  to  the  Department;  that  he  had  investigated 
it,  and  prophesied  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
provide  for  it  at  this  session  by  a  deficiency  bill, 
as  the  result  has  shown.  The  records  show  why 
that  was  so.  The  estimates  were  returned  to 
Qeneral  Jesup,  because  it  was  said  that  they  were 
too  large,  ana  he  was  asked  to  cut  them  down.  He 
looked  them  over,  investi£;ated,  returned  them, 
and  stated  in  his  report  to  that  Congress  that  they 
were  made  upon  full  consideration,  and  could  not 
be  reduced.  It  comes  here  now  as  a  deficiency, 
because  the  last  Congress  failed  to  do  its  duty  to 
give  what  the  United  States  service  required  under 
ezistinc  laws  and  ^is^ng  establishments. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Marshall,!  says  that  he  had  rather  vote  to  reduce 
or  disband  the  army  than  to  vote  for  this  deficiency 
bill.  Now,  if  he  has  the  nerve  to  propose  that, 
he  shows  some  consistency  in  his  actio/i;  but  to 
keep  up  the  army  to  its  present  numbers,  and  then 
to  refuse  the  necessary  money  to  support  it,  is  the 
queerest  sort  of  economy  tha^ever  entered  into  the 
brain  of  a  statesman,  if  you  desire  to  economize, 
reduce  the  source  of  the  expenditures.  Do  not 
keep  up  your  establishment,  and  then  refuse  to 
appropriate  tfie  necessary  amount  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  that  establishment. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virrinia.  As  a  great  deal  of 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and^eans  at  the  last  session, 
in  striking  down  the  estimates  which  were  trans- 
mitted to  us  from  the  War  and  other  Departments,  I 
feel  it  due  to  myself  that  I  should  state  precisely 
what  was  our  action  at  that  time.  When  those  es- 
timates for  the  army  and  navy  were  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  our  committee,  by  their  direction, 
I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
also  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  informing  them 
that  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the  laige  amounts 
which  were  asked  for,  and  that  a  disposition  ex- 
isted in  the  committee  to  curtail  the  amount  of 
money  appropriated  to  this  branch  of  the  public 
service;  and  we  requested  them  to  reform  their  es- 
timates with  a  view  to  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
appropriations.  To  that  official  letter,  I  received 
a  reply,  in  which  we  were  told  that  the  estimates 
which  they  had  sent  in  were  as  small  as  they  could 
recommend,  and  that  they  had  cut  them  down  to 
the  lowest  cyit.  *  When  we  received  this  commu- 
nication, by  the  direction  of  the  committee,  I 
wrote  a  second  letter,  in  which  I  inquired  if  Con- 
gress was  determined  to  make  reductions,  at  what 
point  they  shouM  be  made,  in  their  opinion,  with 
the  least  detriment  to  the  public  service.  In  reply 
to  that  inquiry,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  al- 
though expressing  his  opinion  that  the  estinaates 
were  as  low  as  they  oug^ht  to  be,  pointed  out  the 
places  at  which  to  strike,  if  wfr  determined  to  strike, 
and  we  made  in  the  Navy  bill  the  reductions  under 
those  heads  where  the  Secretary  informed  us  they 
could  be  made  with  the  least  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lic service. 

I  am  told  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  have  not  examined 
the  subject  csirefully,  and  that  he  has  reduced  his 
expenditures  accordingly.  The  Secretary  of  War 
called  upon  General  Jesup,  and  others  under  him, 
to  answer  these  inquiries  of  ours,  and  the  reply 
was,  that  the  estimates  could  not  be  reduced 
anywhere  without  detriment  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  they  declined  to  point  out  any  places  at 
which  we  could  most  safe|y  strike,  if  we  were  de- 
termined to  strike  at  all.  Under  this  impression, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  a  vote  to 
which  I  did  not  give  a  very  cordial  support,  de- 
termined to  cut  them  down.    I  say,  I  did  not  give 


it  a  very  cordial  support — not  because  I  was  not 
as  vehement  as  any  member  of  the  committee  in 
favor  of  retrenchment  in  these  two  branches  of  the 
public  service,  but  because  I  thought  it  would 
come  to  nothing,  and  to  guard  myself  upon  that 
point  when  it  came  before  the  House,  I  stated  it 
would  come  to  nothing.  With  this  leUer  from  the 
War  Department  before  us,  and  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  manner  in  which  some  of  these  army 
officers — I  am  not  speaking  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  at  all — have  administered  their  departments, 
I  knew  perfectly  well,  and  I  so  statea,  that  the 
effect  of  the  reduction  would  be  to  create  the  ne- 
cessity for  a  deficiency  bill. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Howard's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Orr's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  Mr.  Olds's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  clause,  it  was  taken,  and 
the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  next  clause  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

**  For  constmcting,  repairing,  and  enlarging  l>arrackf. 
quarters,  hotpitals,  store  honsen,  stables,  wharves,  and 
ways,  at  the  several  posts  and  army  depOM,  Ibr  temporary 
cantonments,  and  the  auiboriaed  Aimilure  Ibr  barrack- 
room  of  noncommissioned  ufficers  and  soldiers,  gun- 
hoases  fbr  tbe  protectioa  of  cannon,  including  the  neceiisa- 
ry  tools  and  materials  for  the  objects  enumerated,  and  for 
rent  of  quarters,  and  ofltet* s  for  o(Bcer»,  and  barracks  and 
hospitals  for  troops,  where  there  are  no  public  buildings  for 
their  accommodation,  for  store- houses  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  military  stores,  and  ofgniunds  for  summer  cantonments 
and  encampments,  9919,000.** 

Mr.  MARSHM^L,  of  Kentucky,  f  move  to 
strike  out,  in  the  eightieth  and  eignty-first -lines, 
the  words,  *'  for  rents  of  quarters,  and  offices  for 
officers. " 

I  should  have  preferred  it,  if  this  bill  had  been 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  they  mi^ht  have  brought  bsilore  the 
House  of  Representatives  some  intelligible  account 
about  the  money  which  has  already  been  appro- 
priated for  the  quartermaster  general's  depart- 
ment for  the  current  fiscal  year.    I  hoped,  upon  a 
closer  examination,  they  would  be  able  to  give  a 
distinct  idea  how  much  of  that  appropriation  has 
been  spent,  where  expended,  ana  now  expended 
— at  all  events  how  it  was  expected  to  be  expend- 
ed.   We  might  as  well  resolve  ourselves  into  a 
registry  chamber,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  register- 
ing the  edicts  of  the  Executive  Departments  as  to 
do  what  we  are  now  doing — to  vote  any  amount 
of  the  public  money  the  quartermaster  ^neml 
may  choose  to  ask,  without  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  from  its  chairman  down  to  its 
last  member— ^bein^  able  to  giVe  the  House  or  the 
country  any  intelligible  account  how  the  money 
already  appropriate  has  been  spent,  or  what  he 
wants  with  that  he  now  asks  fbr.    The  chairman 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  spoke  of  abuses — great 
abuses  in  this  bureau.    Sir,  there  are  enormous 
abuses  which  the  ouartermaster  general  himself 
has  incidentally  set  forth  in  his  report  but  without 
disapprobation,  and  as  the  apparent  reasons  why 
he  snould  have  more  money.    These  abuses  be- 
long, it  is  true,  to  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th, 
1851,  but  they  account  for  the  way  the  public 
money  is  administered  upon  through  that  channel. 
In  this  item  of  house  rent  for  instance:  What  do 
you  think — what  will  the  countrythink— of  ouar- 
terin^^  a  major  and  one  or  two  subalterns  in  New 
Mexico  in  a  house  at  an  annual  rental  of  |2,100. 
Look  at  the  bill,  sir;  several  of  your  platoon  offi- 
cers paying  rent  as  high  as  $600  or  foOO  per  year 
for  quarters  for  themselves  only !    Why,  sir,  it 
appears  that  it  takes  more  money  to  shelter  a  com- 
pany of  dragoons  in  such  places  as  Las  Vegas,  or 
Dona  Ana,  in  New  Mexico,  than  the  establish- 
ment of  the  American  Minister  at  Paris  costs. 
Just  think  of  it,  sir — a  company  of  fifty  soldiers 
on  the  frontier  living  in  a  rented  house  and  pay- 
ing for  it.  Of  rtnti  |3,360  per  year — for  the  hay  to 
feed  their  horses  |95to  $40  per  ton — for  their  com 
(^  50  to  |3  per  bushel,  and  hauling  these  articles 
too  at  fntblic  expense  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  em- 
ploying for  that  purpose  seven  mule  teams  of  six 
mules  each,  when  they  say  each  mule  cssts  for  his 
keepine,  |310  per  year,  or  for  the  forty-two  mules 
|l3,0d0  per  year  as  the  price  of  keeping.  You  must 
add  to  this  the  transportation  of  norse  medicines 
— the  wages  of  farriers,  forage  masters,  d^c,  &c. 
These  expenditures,  sir,  are  officially  communi- 
eatsd  to  you  by  the  quartermaster  goieral  as  the 
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way  the  public  money  was  spent  only  in  the  last  I'  Means,  directly  authorizes  these  contracts  to  be 
fiscal  yeaur.  Can  we  sec  these  enormous  chargres  1]  made  for  the  subsistence  of  our  troops.  If  it  is  our 
—thei  exorbitant  chaises— with  indifference?    In   ;  duty  to  withhold  the  supplies,  let  us,  in  the  first 


1  place,  step  foward  and  withdraw  the  troops 

;  after  the  troops  have  been  placed  in  the  frontier,  let 

diooses,*yet  know-nothing  of  the  wajr  in  wl'uch  his     us  not  starve  them.     It  is  not  our  duty  to  do  that. 

administration  of  the  present  year  is  being  con-   |      I  will  tell  you,  however,  what  I  am  in  favor  of. 


face  of  these  things  shall  we  supply  the  quarter- 
master general  again  with  as  much  mon6y  as  he 


ducted?    Why,  sir,  it  would  be  far  cheaper  to 
house  the  Indians,  than  the  American  soldiers- 
far  dieaper  and  easier. 
I  heanl  the  gentleman  on  my  right  [Mr.  Brook*] 


so  far  as  this  bill  is  concerned.  Wherever  there 
'  is  an  item  in  it,  that  is  not  for  a  deficiency  to  meet 
.  a  contract  already  made,  my  vote  cannot  be  ?iven 

for  it.    I  am  for  holding  that  rod  over  any  Admin- 


speak  on  yesterday  of  these  Indians,  which  in-  J  istration,  be  it  Whig  or  Democratic.  Your  army 
habit  the  oorders  of  Texas,  and  I  was  surprised  '  and  navy,  however,  when  they  have  been  put  upon 
at  the  wide  departure  of  his  statement  of  their  |;  the  field  and  upon  tlie  water,  must  be  sustained 
force  from  accoimts  submitted  with  the  report  of  ,  there,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it. 
the  quartermaster  general.  The  gentleman  spoke  |j  Mr.  STANLY.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
of  their  number  beins  twenty  thousand.  Now,  |i  ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  I  wish 
Captain  French,  who  has  been  among  them  since  ^  to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  We  are  informed 
1848,  reports  to  General  Jesup,  that  of  all  tribes,  t;  that  the  gentleman  from  JCentucky  (Mr.  Mil- 


ages, sizes,  and  sexes,  the  Indians  who  inhabit  the 
frontier  of  Texas — say  on  this  side  of  New  Mex- 
ico--^o  not  number  more  than  four  thousand,  and 
he  actually  returns  a  census  of  the  tribes.  To  take 
care  of  these  four  thousand  Indian  men,  women, 
and  children,  we  have  several  Indian  agents,  and 
about  one  thousand  eight  hundred  troops.  If  we 
are  to  pay  house  rent  for  tlie  officers,  at  $600  per 
year,  ana  for  dragoon  companies  at  $3,600  per 
year,  it  would  be  better  to  bribe  the  Indians  to 
occupy  civilized  habitations,  and  to  feed  them,  than 
to  present  a^inst  them  so  expensive  a  military 
array.  Look  at  it:  $219,000  wanted  to  supply 
deficiencies  for  house  rent,  dbc.,  &c.  I  think,  sir, 
we  should  teach  the  officers,  at  least,  that  they  are 
expected  to  live  at  a  cheaper  rental,  and  therefore 
tliat  we  should  lop  off  this  item. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.) 

Mr.  HOWARD.  I  wish  to  correct  a  statement 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  made, 
about  the  Indians  in  Texas.  An  agent  who  has 
been  among  them  for  many  years — ^while  they 
were  under  the  government  of  Texas,  and  since 
then  up  to  the  present  Administrations-estimates 
the  number  of  those  Indians  at  about  twenty-five 
thousand.    That  is,  no  doubt,  a  large  estimate 


1 1 


The  probabiHty  is,  that  the  resident  Indians  inTex-  p  ner  in  which  we  have  dischaiged  ourduty,  I  shall  > 


us  are  about  ten  thousand  in  number.  But  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  there  are  Indians  in  New  Mexico 
and  in  the  adjoining  Indian  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  who  congregate  in  Texas  at 
particular  seasons— ^winter,  for  instance — and  mix 
with  the  Texas  Indians,  and  then  there  are  a  very 
large  number;  in  summer,  however,  it  is  much 
smaller.  But  it  is  because  we  have  interlopers 
there,  belonginj^  to  other  States,  and  because  the 
Government  or  the  United  States  have  removed 


shall]  inquired  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  and 
could  not  set  the  information  he  wanted.  Now, 
did  he  go  before  the  committee  and  inquire  for  it, 
or  did  he  go  here  and  there,  to  the  members,  in 
social  chat,  when  gentlemen  were  busy  writing 
letters,  or  reading  newspapers,  or  had  other  things 
more  important  to  employ  their  time?  If, my 
honorable  friend  wants  information  about  the  de- 
tails of  these  items,  and  if  he  thinks  the  commit- 
tee is  not  competent  to  give  it,  let  him  introduce 
a  resolution  calling  for  the  details,  brtnr  up  the 
papers  that  are  before  the  committee,  and  devote 
his  attention  to  them.  If  ^e  wishes  to  attack 
these  estimates,  as  a  friend  or  foe  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, let  him,  when  he  has  a  chance  to  make  an 
hour  speech,  attack  the  deficiency  bill,  and  not 
occupy  his  time  in  replying  to  his  colleague  in 
reference  to  Butler  and  Fillmore,  and  their  respect- 
ive positions  on  the  slavery  question.  It  does  not 
come,  I  think,  with  a  very  g^od  grace,  from  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  to  lecture  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  about  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  their  duty.  It  is  true 
that  there  are  six  Democrats  and  three  Whigs  on 
that  committee,  and  a  Democratic  chairman ;  but 
if  my  honorable  friend  finds  fault  with  the  man- 


ask  to  be  excused  from  being  iipon  the  commit- 
tee, and  that  my  friend  from  Kentucky  may  be 
Eut  there.  Let  him  try  his  hand  at  it.  Pernaps 
e  may  be  able  to  take  better  care  of  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  country,  and  wiU  be  likely  to  get 
more  information  about  them  than  we  can,  al- 
though I  think  we  have  got  as  much  information 
as  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  ever 
done,  and  have  given  it  to  the  House.  We  would 
have  given  more,  if  the  House  had  allowed  us.   Let 


the  Indians  west,  and  they  go  into  Texas,  where  j  him  look  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  he 
they  ought  never  to  have  gone,  that  a  large  portion  ■  will  find  all  the  facts  there;  he  will  find  that  the  ap- 
of  this  appropriation  is  necessary.  M  propriations  have  already  been  a  great  deal  cut 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  pro  fbrma  j!  down.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr. 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  said:  1  sim-  !<  Johnson,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In-  | 
ply  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  in  regard  to  a  few  |  dian  Affairs,  has  announced  that  he  intends  to  ' 
thoughts  which  have  dropped  from  the  gentleman  u  offer  as  amendments  various  appropriations  that  t 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall.]     He  says  that  Ij  are  indispensably  necessary— amounting  to  some 


he  is  opposed  to  these  appropriations,  and  more 
especially  to  those  which  he  has  named ,  because 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  the  Administration  have  not  taken  it 
upon  themselves  to  show  him  in  detail,  the  im- 
portance of  these  appropriations.  Now,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  listened  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means,  in  his  speech  to-day,  he  would  have  no- 
ticed that  he  stated  expressly  that  he  could  not  go 
into  these  things  in  detail;  euid  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  must  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  would 
have  been  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  have  done 
Why,  if  he  had  done  it,  he  would  have  needed 


It 


M 


SO. 


a  week  rather  than  an  hour.  Suppose  he  had  done 
it,  in  what  attitude  would  this  House  be  placed  in 
to  go  into  all  these  details  ?  It  strikes  me  that  we 
would  have  been  converting  ourselves  into  a  kind 
of  court  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
Now,  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  fact  that  the  Ad 


two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We  have 
exercised  tliemost  rigid  economy;  and  I  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky}  again,  tj)at  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly unkind,  and  not  what  we  on  this  side  of 
the  House  had  a  right  to  expect  from  him,  as  a 
friend  of  the  Administration,  to  scold  the  Admin- 
istration as  he  does,  or  auite  fair  to  May  that  he 
cannot  get  information  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  If  he  cannot,  it  is  his  duty  to 
go  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  and  get  it  there, 
and  not  come  in  here  and  scold  us. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Parker's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not ! 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendments  by  striking  out  the  words 
••  for  rent,**  and  I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  reply- 
ing to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  It  is 
exceedingly  convenient,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  gentie- 
roen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 


mmistration  of  the  Gk>vernment  is  in  the  hands  of!'  say  that  tliey  were  reading  newspapers,  or  writini: 

the  Whigs,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  '   '   '  -       .  .  •''..«' 

Means  is  a  Democratic  committee,  and  tnat  the 

cbiftirman  of  that  committee  comes  here  and  asks 

for  iBe^ft  appropriations;  that  is  enough  for  me, 

especially  wnere  deficiencies  are  said  to  exist.  And 

do  they  not  exist  here, for  this  rent? 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  nota- 
ble fact  that  the  act  of  1820,  which  was  read  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and 


letters,  or  found  employnf>ent  more  to  their  taste 
than  to  answer  inquiries  of  gentlemen  who,  as 
representatives,  inquired  in  regard  to  what  the 
committee  had  ascertained  about  this  matter.  I 
did  not  stand  here  to  lecture  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  but  I  made  the  statement,  that 
I  had  attempted  to  learn  what  conclusion  the  com- 
mittee had  attained,  and  what  information  they 
had  obtained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  money 


heretofore  appropriated,  had  been  ipem.    Ht 
says  that  they  did  not  choose  to  go  into  deta^-, 
that  they  had  not  time  to  go  into  details.   I  mj 
that,  as  I  understand  it,  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Means  have  not  any  tt^rsiniisn  mrrpri  faif, 
and  that  they  have  accepted,  so  far  as  this  ycv*! 
appropriations  are  concerned,  the  ded&ratioitt  of 
the  quartermaster  general,  or  the  officers  of  hu 
bureau,  **  that  the  accounts  have  not  come  in,  ad 
that,  therefore,  no  accounts  can  be  gives  to  tlum." 
I  say  that  it  involves  the  quartermaster  genenl'i 
bureau  in  the  dilemma  of^  having  sent  the  pobbr. 
money  here  and  there,  without  undentandiit 
how  It  was  to  be  spent,  or  how  they  intended  t 
should  be  spent,  otherwise  an  accoum  could  bt 
given  which  would  be  satisfactory.    I  do  not  uk 
for  details.    I  want  to  know  how  much  moDcy  fast 
been  appropriated  to  New  Mexico;  hov  mock 
has  been  sent  to  the  frontiers  of  Texss;  sod  I 
want  to  know  what  they  have  done  with  it,  bov 
it  is  to  be  expended,  and  that  they  shall  Eireme 
some  conclusions  on  which  I  may  be  juidfid 
again  to  draw  the  purse  strings  of  this  natir>n. 
It  will  not  do — so  far  as  I  am  concemetMbr 

fentlemen  to  say  that  I  belong  to  this  side  of  the 
louse  or  to  that  side  of  the  House.  Sbr,  whei 
my  duty  as  an  American  representative  u  cos- 
cerned,  I  belong  to  no  side~bf  the  House.  J  he- 
long  to  the  eoiuSrif,'  I  helone  to  the  peopk.  Wbes 
I  came  here,  I  understood  myself  as  betnf  so 
American  Representative — a  represeotatire  of  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country,  and  I  should  scon 
myself  if  I  could  hold  any  place  here,  understand- 
ing that  my  allegiance  was  due  to  a  party  and  not 
to  my  country.  When  I  am  called  upon  to  appro- 
priate the  money  of  this  people,  I  must  knovbov 
the  money  which  I  have  already  put  into  tbt 
hands  of  the  Executive  has  been  spent,  and  » 
help  me  Ood,  I  will  never  vote  a  cent  vitkit 
knowing  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Kb- 
tucky  [Mr.  Marshall]  charges  this  Adminiftn- 
tion  with  violating  the  law  and  abusing  the  public 
confidence  by  .a  waste  of  the  public  money,  not 
only  by  wasteful  extravagance,  but  by  expod- 
ing  money  not  in  pursuance  of  law,  but  a^iioBi 
law,  and  the  expressed  will  of  Congress.  Nov, 
I  want  the  country  to  notice  this  fact.  I  repeia  it, 
and  dwell  upon  it.  I  "agree  with  him,  and  I  waat 
the  country  to  know  that  the  distinguidied  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky— a  friend  of  this  Admin- 
istration, who  consumed  an  hour  the  other  day  is 
irrelevant  and  illeeritimate  debate  in  pnising  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  endeaTo^ 
ing  to  persuade  the  country  that  be  should  be 
reelected — ^voluntarily  comes  forward  and  bean 
testimony  to  what  I  say,  that  there  has  been  ex- 
travagance-^hat  there  have  been  abuses  by  this 
Administration.  I  admire  the ^ntleman's candor 
in  admitting  these  abuses  against  his  particulir 
favorite  for  the  Presidency,  and  I  again  call  upon 
the  country  to  notice  that  my  statements  are  sus- 
tained by  this  distin^isheo  friend  of  Presideot 
Fillmore  and  his  administration. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  the  Commiuee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  given  no  intellipWe  »«• 
count  of  how  this  money  was  expendra.  He 
seems  to  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  debate,  or, 
it  may  be,  the  committee  do  not  understand  whit 
he  may  call  an  intelligible  account.  The  g?entl^ 
man  notified  me  beforehand  that  he  washing  to 
call  upon  me  to-day  for  information.  Did  he  doit? 
Did  be  call  upon  me  when  I  was  making  my  hoar 
speech  ?  I  would  have  responded  to  him,  and 
given  him  all  the  information  I  possessed  upon 
any  point  he  might  have  presented.  I  might  not 
have  been  able  to  give  an  intelligible  account,  but 
I  would  have  responded  freely.  But,  lo  and  be- 
hold! mv  speech  is  made,  and  he  has  not  asked 
for  it.  Ana  now,  he  ^ts  up  here  and  complaiw 
that  we  have  given  him  no  information  of  these 
things.  Whose  fault  is  it  ?  Even  sdmittiu!?  the 
correctness  of  his  complaint,  he  is  more  to  blame 
than  the  committee;  for,  seeing  we  were  not  dis- 
cussing the  true  point  of  the  case,  it  was  his  doty 
to  call  us  to  it,  and  ask  for  the  particular  informa- 
tion desired  by  him.  Private  conversauon  is  not 
to  be  repeated  here,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  refer  uj 
it;  but  he  notified  me  in  the  presence  of  sevefal 
gentlemec  that  he  would  call  on  me,  in  the  coujje 
of  my  speech,  for  information.  He  never  insde 
the  call,  and  therefore  his  complaint  is  noiwiU 
founded.    And  now  I  use  him  as  a  mtDm,to 
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ustain  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  abuses 
poken  of  in  my  hour  speech.  His  evidence  is 
•efore  the  country,  and  he  can  neither  withdraw 
t  nor  erade  its  force. 

Sir,  I  would  like  to  know  of  the  honorable  gen- 
leman,  if  he  believes  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasury  that  can  be  used  to  sustain  the  army, 
rhat  his  object  is  in  this  matter }  Do  you  want 
J  disband  the  army  ?  Your  President  has  not  the 
ower  to  do  it.  You  and  1,  with  our  fellow-mem- 
ers,  have  the  power.  If  you  want  to  disband  the 
rmy,  do  it;  if  you  want  to  keep  up,  the  army,  do 
.  But  let  us  do  one  thine;  or  tne  other.  Do  not 
>t  us  keep  up  an  establishment  whicli  we  cannot 
^ed  and  will  not  clothe.  Let  us  not  pretend  to 
eep  up  an  armv  on  the  frontier  of  our  States  and 
territories,  ana  refuse  to  furnish  them  with  am* 
mnition  tto  shoot  an  Indian,  if  one  should  attempt 
)  commit  a  depredation. 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
\fr.  Marsball,]  and  I  p\ii  it  to  every  gentleman 
1  this  committee,  Do  you  not  believe  that  this 
r  some  other  amount  of  money  ought  to  be  ap- 
ropriated  ?  Do  you  believe  there  is  enough  to  sup* 
ly  these  objects  yet  unexpended;  if  so,  the  Sec- 
etary  of  War  has  acted  in  bad  faith  to  Congress; 
e  says  it  is  not  there.  If  you  make  it  as  clear 
s  it  can  be  made — as  clear  as  a  sunbeam — that 
be  money  has  been  wasted  by  the  Administra* 
ion,  I  would,  even  in  that  case,  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
nent  to  vote  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry 
n  the  Government  and  supply  the  place  of  the 
noney  wasted.  I  would  restrict  the  Administra- 
ion  by  legislation.  I  would  do  all  that  was  neces* 
ary  to  revtrtct  the  Administration,  so  ftir  as  it 
rad  in  my  power  as  a  membet  of  Congress.  I 
/ould  aid,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  m  an  in- 
estigatioo  of  the  abuses;  but  I  would  not  hesitate 

0  vote  the  sapplies  necessary  to  protect  our  fron- 
iers,  and  to  enable  this  Government  to  observe 
und  faithfully  execute  its  treaty  stipulations  with 
tfexico.  I  would  protect  the  emigrants,  while  on 
he  roads  to  our  distant  frontiers,  against  the  bar- 
tarities  of  the  wild,  savace,  and  remorseless  In- 
lians  that  hover  along  their  pathway.  I  would 
ave  them  from  butchery.  I  would  protect  them 
^nst  the  tomahawk  and  sealpin^lcnife  of  the 
irild  Indians.  It  is  due  to  the  emigrant,  and  as 
&r  as  my  vote  goes,  be  shall  have  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  feli.1 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas.  It  is  about  the 
isual  time  for  adjournment,  and  as  we  are  not 
ikely  to  .make  any  progress  in  the  bill  to-day,  I 
love  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motioa  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  ro8e;aiid  the  Speaker 
laving  resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  reported 
liat  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Jnion  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  con- 
ideration  the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and 
>articularly  House  bill  207,  hm^  a  bill  **  to  sup- 
ly  deficiencies  in  the  appropriauoos  for  the  ser- 
ice  of  the  fiscal  vear  endme  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
ne  thousand  eigbt  hundred  and  fifty-two,"  and 
ad  come  to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

COMPROMISE    MEASURES. 

Mr.  JACKSON.  I  ask  the  Chair  what  is  the 
?£:ular  order  of  business  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    The  first  business  in  order 

1  the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions,  beginning 
rith  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  JACKSON.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
ow  proceed  to  tlie  regular  ordet  of  business.  If 
lere  are  no  resolutions  to  be  oflTered  from  the  State 
f  South  Carolina,  1  have  a  resolution  tooflferwhen 
reorgia  is  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  Resolutions  are  in  order  from 
•16  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  JACKSON.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
on ,  upon  the  passage  of  which  I  move  the  pre- 
ious  question. 

Mr.  UABELL.  I  move  thai  the  House  do  now 
djoum. 

Air.  JONES,  of  Tennessee.  I  wish  to  make 
lis  inquiry  of  the  Chair:  If  the  House  adjourn 
ow,  what  will  be  the  position  of  the  resolution 
f  the  gentleman  from  Georgia? 

Mr.  GENTRY.  The  resolution  has  not  been 
eceived  nor  read. 

Mr.  JONESL  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
""he  gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  I  understand  it, 
1  upon  the  floor  until  his  resolution  is  read ;  and 
ntil  he  yields  the  floor  no  gentleman  can  get  it  to 
love  that  the  House  adjourn. 


The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 

that  the  resolution  would  be  in  order  when  resolu- 
tions are  again  called  for.    The  resolution  will, 
however,  be  read  for  information. 
It  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows: 

Retolved^  That  we  recognize  tbe  bindiofs  efnciicjr  of 
the  compminises  of  the  Conf>tituHon,  and  believe  it  to  be 
the  intention  of  the  people  f enerally,  u  we  hereby  declare 
it  to  be  ours  individually,  to  abide  such  eompromiset,  and 
to  sustain  the  laws  necessary  to  carry  th^*m  out — the  pro- 
vision Tor  tbe  delivery  of  Aigltive  slaves  and  tiie  act  or  tbe 
last  Congress  for  that  purpose  included — and  that  we  depre- 
cate all  umber  agitation  of  questions  growing  out  of  that 
grovisiou,  of  the  questions  embraced  in  the  acts  of  tlie  last 
!ongress  known  as  the  compromise,  and  of  questions  gen- 
erally connected  with  tbe  institution  of  davery,  as  unnecce- 
sary,  useMw,  and  dangerous.  * 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ^ntleman  from  G^r- 
gia  moves  the  resolution  which  has  just  been  read, 
and  upon  its  passage  he  calls  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  FOWLER.  I  mqve  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to — ayes  84,  noes 
not  counted — and 

The  House  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock,  to- 
morrow. 
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NOTICE  OP  A  BILL. 

Mr.  DOTY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a 
bill  with  the  following  title : 

**  A  bill  providing  fbr  tbe  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence river,  and  for  reciprocal  trade  with  Canada." 

PETITIONS,  he. 

Tbe  fi>llowittg  petitions,  memorials,  lic.p  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  coinmiuees : 
I  By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  Indiana:  Tbe  petition  of  Shipley 
L.  Poulke  and  others,  sssl^ttant  marshals  of  Henry  county, 
Indiana,  praying  fbr  additional  compensation  for  taking  tbe 
late  census. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE  :  The  memorial  of  Roftis  K.  Parker 
and  others,  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  in  behalf  of  tlie 
Western  Farm  and  Village  AssoeiatioB  or  the  city  of  New 
York. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw from  the  flies  of  the  House,  petitions  of  citisens  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  asking  the  passage  of  an  act  to  provide  (or 
holding  an  additional  term  of  tbe  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  Ibr  the  diutrict  of  Missouri,  and  to  refer  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


.  IN  SENATE. 
TuBsDAT,  March  23,  1852. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler. 

Mr.  WADE.  The  case  of  the  heirs  and  execu* 
tors  of  Samuel  Prioleau,of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, was  at  an  early  day  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  ClainM,  and  was  considered  by  that  committee, 
who,  doubtfully  and  hesitatingly,  I  may  say, 
came  to  a  conclusion,  and  directed  me  to  make  an 
adverse  report.  The  report  was  made  principally, 
and  probably  entirely,  upon  the  g^round  that  the 
claim  appeared  to  be  an  antiquated  one.  Although 
it  appeared  to  be  equitable,  th^re  was  no  evidence 
before  the  committee  to  show  why  it  had  been 
delayed  so  long;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  evi- 
dence to  account  for  that  long  delay,  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  ought  to  make  an  adverse 
report.  The  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  not  present  when  we  bad  it  under  con- 
sideration, and  therefore  was  not  able  to  give  us 
any  light  uuon  the  subject.  We  made  an  adverse 
report,  aiui  it  was  adopted  by  the  Senate.  We 
have  now  been  furnished  witn  evidence  that  ac- 
counts for  the  delay;  and  the  committee  have  bad 
the  matter  under  consideration,  and  have  directed 
me  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
take  the  papers  from  the  files,  and  again  to  refer 
them,  for  we  fear  that  we  have  done  injustice  in 
making  the  adverse  report. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  report  having  been 
concurred  in,  the  subject  cannot  again  be  referred 
but  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  WADE.  I  v/ill  state  the  equities  of  the 
claim,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is 
presented  to  us,  if  it  is  desired. 

Mr.  SEWARD.    It  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  WADE.  The  committee  desire  to  have 
the  papers  referred  to  them  again,  that  they  may 
take  them  into  further  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has  stated  that 
it  requires  unanimous  consent.  An  adverse  re- 
port having  been  made  and  concurred  in,  of  course 
the  papers  cannot  be  acted  on  again  unless  further 


evidence  is  introduced  to  show  that  the  repoK  was 
not  correct. 

No  objection  being  made,  tbe  papers  were  or- 
dered to  oe  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  of  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  Texas,  praying  tlie  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Washington  to  Cokl 
Spring;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  B.  Brower,  late  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army,  praying 
that  he  be  reinstated  in  the  Army;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas, 
in  favor  of  the  payment  of  Samuel  A.  Belden  for 
spoliations  by  Mexico  upon  his  property;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  ReU- 
tions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  LegishUure  of  Texas, 
in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Texas  Navy  into  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHASE  presented  two  memorials  of  as- 
sistant marshals  tor  taking  the  Seventh  Census  in. 
Ohio,  praying  additional  compensation;   which 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Protestant  University  of  the  United  States  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  prayine  the  endowment  of  that 
institution  by  a  grant  of  umd ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  twenty- 
five  merchants  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  prayinf 
that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  United 
States  Navy  may  be  discontinued;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  port  of  entry  at  Biloxi,  and  additional 
mail  facilities  to  that  place;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Robert  H.  Vaughan,  Willisjn  R.  Laws,  and 
others,  holdeirs  of  military  land  warrants  issued 
for  the  services  of  their  ancestors,  praying  the  ap- 
propriation of  scrip  to  satisfy  the  warrants  now 
outstanding  and  unprovided  for;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  Riley,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  claiming  the  credit  of  having  been  the  in- 
ventor of  tbe  Independent  Treasury  system. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  that  It  beprinted» 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  SEWARD  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  praying  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  ocean; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Albany,  New 
York,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  granting  fur- 
ther aid  to  Collins *s  line  of  mail  steamers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs. 

Mr.  GEYER  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  others,  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
foraying  that  further  aid  may  be  extended  to  Col- 
ins 's  line  of  mail  steamers;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
completing  tlie  harbor  at  that  plaice;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  charter  of  that  city; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Also,  a  petition  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  their  siUaries;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SOULK  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment^f  a  mail  route  from  the  month  of  Red  river 
to  Burr*s  Ferry,  on  the  Sabine;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Louis- 
iana in  favor  of  the  estabhshment  of  a  tri-weekly 
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mail  from  Harrisonburg  to  Natchitoches;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

AVHEBLING  BRIDGE. 

Mr. 'BELL.  I  present  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Woods  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, respectable  and  intelligent  citizens  of  Nash- 
ville and  its  vicinity,  setting  forth  that  they  have 
heard,  with  considerable  alarm  and  great  concern, 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  m  the  case  of 
the  Wheeling  Bridge,  on  the  suit  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  pray  that  Congress  will 
exercise  whatever  powers  it  may  possess  to  pre- 
vent what  they  consider  an  arbitrary  and  unneces- 
■ary  exercise  of  power  by  any  department  of  the 
Government  of  tne  United  States,  m  decreeing  the 
demolition  of  that  great  work,  because  the  owners 
of  only  seven — as  it  is  alleged  is  proved  in  the 
case — of  the  many  hundreds  of  steam-boats  navi- 
gating the  river,  have  thought  proper  to  elevate 
their  chimnies  higher  than  usual,  ana  higher  than 
is  thought  to  be  essential,  and  because  they  do  not 
choose  to  lower  them.  I  move  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LINB  OP  STEANERS  TO  HAMBURG. 

Mr.  SEWARD.  Mr.  President,  I  present  to 
the  Senate  the  petition  of  C.  Hansen,  of  the  city 
of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  who  pro- 
poses that  with  the  consent  and  patronage  of  Con- 
gress, he  will  establish  a  line  of  steamers  from  that 
city  via  Rotterdam,  in  the  Netherlands,  to  Glux- 
•tadt,  in  Holstein,  on  the  river  Elbe,  near  Ham- 
burg, so  as  to  make  semi-nionthly  passages  for 
the  transportation  of  mails,  passengers,  and  freight. 
He  offers  to  build  four  steamers,  each  of  two 
thousand  tons.  The  first  two  to  be  completed  in 
two  years,  and  the  two  others  in  three  years.  He 
asks  Congress  to*  pay  him  $100,000  per  annum  for 
the  first  three  years,  |85,000  for  the  next  three 
years,  and  |75,000  for  the  last  four  years,  for  each 
vessel  in  active  service. 

The  first  benefit  which  the  United  States  would 
derive  would  be  the  establishment  of  semi-monthly 
mails,  which  in  time  would  remunerate  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  German  population  already  in  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  five  millions,  and  it 
is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  a  year.  The  next  benefit  to  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  an  increase  of  the  naval  steam 
marine,  since  the  United  States  would  have  the 
ri^ht  to  take  the  vessels  at  any  time  at  cost.  A 
third  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  the  coun- 
try would  be  the  substitution  of  the  safe,  whole- 
some, and  speedy  American  steam-vessels  for  Uie 
importation  of  emigrants,  in  place  of  the  small, 
uncomfortable,  and  unhealthy  sailing  vessels  of 
Hamburg,  Rotterdam,  and  Antwerp.  The  new 
line  would  receive  the  trade  of  the  three  great  rivers 
of  continental  Europe:  the  Elbe,  Weser,  and  the 
Rhine.  The  fourth  and  capital  advantage  which 
it  would  secure  would  be  the  direct  carrying  trade 
and  navigation  in  the  central  continental  Europe 
which  is  now  nearly  engrossed  by  forei^ers. 
The  entire  tonnage,  inwaids  and  outwards,  in  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  and  the  Hanse  Towns, 
in  a  single  year,  belonging  to  foreigners  is  a  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  thousand  tons. 

The  entire  tonnage  owned  by  Americans  within 
the  same  period,  was  forty  thousand  tons.  The 
value  of  the  freights  received  during  the  same  pe- 
riod by  foreigners,  was  |]  ,470,000,  while  the  value 
of  the  freights  received  by  the  Americans  was 
onl]r  6384,000,  showing  that  the  trade,  as  now 
carried  on,  is  worth  |],000,000,  all  of  which,  by 
the  adoption  of  this  enterprise,  might  be  secured 
for  ourselves.  I  remark,  once  more,  that  this 
great  trade  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  British  mer- 
chants. Nine  tenths  of  the  American  cotton  con- 
sumed in  continental  Europe,  is  shipped  first  to 
England,  and  thence  is  carried  to  the  continent, 
thus  subjecting  us  to  a  large  tribute  in  the  way  of 
expenses  and  commissions  paid  to  English  mer- 
chants. The  enterprise  connects  itself,  of  course, 
with  the  present  Bremen  line,  and  these  two  lines 
would  enable  us  to  take  control  of  a  trade  which 
at  present  we  only  divide  with  foreigners  at  great 
disadvantage  to  ourselves. 

The  petition  is  sustained  by  documents  and 
references  which  I  commend  to  the  most  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roada«  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  refer  the 


whole  subject.  I  move  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 
The  motion  wns  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEWARD,  it  was 

Orderedf  Tliat  the  petition  of  William  R.  Nevint,  on  the 
files  oi  the  dennie«  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ratenlB 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

■      VANDBRBILT  STEAMERS. 

Mr.  BADGER.  A  number  of  memorials  were 
heretofore  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aifairs,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  lines  of 
steamers.  By  the  direction  of  the  committee,  the 
chairman  asked  that  they  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  them,  and  it  was  done 
accordingly.  I  now  desire  to  submit  ^  motion  that 
one  of  those  memorials — that  of  Vanderbilt  db 
Co. — ^be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  I 
wish  to  mention,  in  this  connection,  that  the  Naval 
Committee  made  no  report  upon  the  merits  of  the 
applications,  one  way  or  the  other;  but  considering 
that  there  was  nothing  in  them  that  made  them 
appropriate  for  their  consideration,  they  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  them.  1  think  the  one  which 
I  have  mentioned  is  entitled  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  A  communication  was  yes- 
terday received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
relation  to  steam-ships.  Upon  my  motion  it  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  I 
learn  that  it  will  be  some  two  weeks  before  it  can 
be  printed,  as  our  public  printer  has  managed  to 
get  L»ehind  with  the  business.  I  move,  therefore, 
that  it  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS   FROM  STANDING  C0MMITTBE8. 

Mr.  SHIELDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflairs,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  artillery; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution  con- 
cerning the  national  defenses;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  motion,  by  Mr.  SHIELDS,  to  print  two 
thousand  addititional  copies  of  the  two  last-men- 
tioned reports,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  FOOT,  iVom  the  Conrimittee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Avery  Down- 
er, submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  San- 
tiago E.  Arguello,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  The  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  were  submitted  the  following  peti- 
tions, submitted  adverse  reports  thereon: 

The  petition  of  Squire  Moore; 

The  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Eel  wards; 

The  petition  of  Elisha  Merriman;  and 

The  petition  of  William  Blodgett. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  make  an  appropri- 
ation of  lands  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  those  holding 
outstanding  Virginia  military  land  warrants. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa,  eave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  **  ^n  act  for  laying  off  the  towns  of 
'  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the  county  of 

*  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  of  Belleville,  Du- 

*  buque,  and  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Dubuque,  Ter- 

*  ritory  of  Wisconsin." 

CLERK  IN  THE  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

Mr.  CASS.    I  oflfer  the  following  resolution, 

which,  under  the  rule,  will  lie  over  for  a  day: 

RewUMdf  Thai  Y.  P.  Page,  wbo  hat  been  enftged  In 
clerical  and  other  dudes  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  9enatr  for  Mine  year*  past,  be  paid  the  aanie  per  diem 
compensation,  fWim  the  beginnihg  of  the  present  acaaioa, 
aa  i«  aUuwed  to  the  eonmitiaa  clerks  of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  BADGER.  Let  it  be  considered  now.  I 
do  not  think  there  can  be  any  posiibk  ob}edio>i 
to  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I  ukfiw 
its  consideration  at  this  time. 

No  olyeciion  being  made,  the  Senate  pioncdcd 
to  consider  the  resolution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  As  it  is  a  resolotiofl  pr». 
viding  for  the  paymejit  of  money  out  of  the  cos. 
tingent  fund  or  the  Senate,  it  is  necessary  tlui  it 
should  have  three  readings. 

The  resolution  was  read  a  secood  time  ud 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Sefnur 
who  introduced  this  resolution,  what  is  the  ncca. 
sity  for  it?  If  there  is  a  law  authorizinr  ihe  Sec- 
retary to  obtain  necessary  assistance,  I  ahoold 
like  to  know  what  necessity  there  is  for  diiar 

Mr.  CASS.  The  person  mentioned  in  the  r» 
olution  is  now  in  the  Secretary's  office  and  hu 
been  for  years,  but  has  only~beeo  paid  aaanti- 
senger.  All  who  know  the  young  man  knov 
that  he  is  a  most  efficient  clerk.  There  ia  ou  rtt- 
son  in  the  world  why  he  should  not  be  paid  as  & 
clerk,  when  he  is  doing  the  duty  of  that  oiiet 
He  may  be  called  a  messenger;  but  every  Sesa- 
tor  knows  that  he  has  been  doing  the  vorii  of  & 
clerk,  and  that  he  does  it  most  admirably. 

Mr.  BADGER.  There  is  no  doubt  aboa|  tbit 
All  who  have  been  here  any  length  of  time, 
know  it. 

The  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  vu 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  loi 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SALARIES  OF  TERRITORIAL  OFnCBRI. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  move  to  postpone  il 
prior  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  op  the  bffi 
to  repeal  the  proviso  in  the  act  entitled  **AiKt 
makmg  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dipfe- 
matjc  expenses  of  the  Government,  for  theyoff 
ending  the  30th  June,  1852,  and  for  odier  fu- 
poses,**  approved  March  3,  1851,  relating  to  the 
salaries  or  the  officers  of  the  Territoriei  of  the 
United  States.  I  presume  it  will  be  acted  npM 
without  much  debate. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  ScnaUpitH 
ceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whokr,  to  die  eon- 
sideration  of  the  bill,  which  was  reported  &oei 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  an  amcBi- 
ment. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  is  in  the  fern 
of  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill.  It  pmridei  n 
the  first  section,  "  that  if  any  officer  of  any  Terri* 
'  tory  of  the  United  States  shall  hereafker  abeeet 

*  himself  from  such  Territory  and  his  official  datict, 

*  for  a  period  exceeding  sixty  days  in  any  one 

*  yeeur,  without  the  leave  of  the  President  of  ibe 

*  United  States,  he  shall  not  be  pakl  any  miuj 

*  for  the  period  of  such  absence,  unless  good  caote 

*  for  such  absence  shall  be  shown  to  the  nioAsr 

*  tion  of  the  President;**  and « iiuhe  second  aeotioB, 
that  the  proviso  contained  in.  the  act  entitled  "Ab 

*  act  making  appropriations  for  the  ciril  and  dip- 

*  lomatic  expenses  of  the  Govemmoit  for  die  jcir 
'  ending  the  30th  June,  1853,  and  for  other  par- 
<  poses,**  approved  March  3,  1851,  relating  to  the 
payment  or  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the  tenritoiiei 
of  the  United  States,  be  thereby  repealed. 

Mr.  HUNTER.  1  would  like  to  knov  whu 
the  proviso  is,  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal. 
The  Secretary  read  the  proviso,  as  folfowi: 
^'ProffUUd,  That  thm  aalarie^  apedfletf  akore(brur«f 
the  officers  of  any  of  tbe  Terrimriea  of  tht  UaittdSniBj 
Pliall  not  be  paid  in  any  caa«  wben  any ofsaidoaecniM 
alMent  themselves  from  said  Territories  and  tticir  oicai 
daties  for  a  period  of  time  greater  than  siziy  dajs." 

Mr.  GEYER.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the 
proviso  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  annexe*  i 
forfeiture  of  the  whole  salary  as  tbe  effect  of  «■ 
absence  of  sixty  days— no  matter  from  whntcaoeei 
or  under  what  circumstances.  It  proridea  that  in 
case  of  absence,  the  fact  of  absence  may  be  takeo 
as  judjErment  against  an  officer,  and  he  is  thereaAer 
to  receive  no  salary  whatever.  The  first  •*««■ 
of  the  proposed  amendment  designs  to  ^^^ 
change  in  tnat  particular.  One  defect  intended  te 
be  cured  is,  that  where  the  |)roviso  leaves  it  oa- 
certain  whether  the  several  absences  may  not  be 
taken  together  to  make  up  the  rixtv  days.  » 
designs  also  to  cure  another  defect,  which  ?  "]•• 
The  proviso,  I  understand,  was  inserted  wiui  lh« 
view  to  affect  the  officers  in  Minnesota;  and,  iiij 
stands,  if  the  different  absences  are  not  to  be  added 
together,  any  one  of  the  officers  in  Minnesota  mj 
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e  absent  nearly  the  whole  year.  He  could  absent 
imself  for  anything  short  of  sixty  days,  return  • 
>  the  Territory  for  a  day  or  two,  then  absent  him- 
elf  again.  To  obviate  that  objection,  the  first 
eciion  provides,  that  if  he  should  be  absent  fron^ 
fie  Territory  and  his  official  duties  for  a  period 
xceeding  sixty  days  in  any  one  year,  the  conse- 
iiences  shall  follow.  Another  design  of  the 
mendment  is  to  provide  for  such  emergencies  as 
lay  arise.  Officers  who  are  appointed  for  these 
iflerent  Territories  may  have  occasion  to  return 
)r  their  families,  and  sometimes  will  have  occa- 
ion  to  absent  themselves  on  public  duty;  artd  it 
I  contemplated,  when  they  do  so  absent  them- 
elves,  with  the  permission  of  the  President,  or 
p-hen  they  furnish  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the  judg- 
lent  of  the  President,  that  the  penalty  shall  not 
ttach.  Another  object  is  to  make  the  provision 
ermanent;  not  to  have  it  in  an  appropriation  act, 
ut  in  a  permanent  law,  operating  upon  the  offi- 
ers  of  Territories  in  all  times.    I  will  now  move 

8  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  the  following, 

9  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  second  section : 

And  the  salaries  of  said  officers,  which  have  heretoibre 
ccrued,  shall  he  paid,  anythiuf  la  the  said  proviso  to  the 
ontrary  notwithstandiag. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  was  about  to  move  an  amend- 
nent,  which  it  seems  to  me  would  be  more  sppro- 
triate  than  that  ofifered  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
ouri.  It  is  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the 
ection,  which  will  leave  the  judges  of  the  Terri- 
ories  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  for  per- 
nission  to  absent  themselves  froin  their  official 
luties.  In  the  organization  of  the  Territories  of 
^ew  Mexico  and  Utah,  Congress  thought  fit  to 
nsert  a  clause  providing  that  the  judges  should 
lot  be  absent  from  the  pmformance  of  their  judicial 
unctions  more  than  sixty  days  without  forfeiting 
heir  salaries.  It  may  be,  and  I  think  is  reason- 
ible,  that  the^r  should  be  allowed ,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, and  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  to 
eave  their  Territories;  but  to  permit  absences  at 
liscretion  for  an  unlimited  time,  and  appeals  to 
he  indulgence  of  the  President,  not  merely  for 
my ment  after  this  law  ^hall  have  been  enacted, 
>ut  for  payment  before  it,  seems  to  me  to  be  going 
oo  far.  We  all  know  how  important  it  is  to  the 
nhabitants  of  the  Territories  that  the  presence  of 
hese  officers  shall  be  secured;  and  we  know,  too, 
hat  in  regard  to  the  particular  Territories  wbidi  I 
lave  named,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  shall  be 
stained  in  their  places  by  some  condition  of  this 
[ind.  I  have  heard  from  highly  respectable  gen- 
lemen  of  New  Mexico,  for  instance,  that  the  state 
>f  things  there  is  so  undesirable,  that  if  the  judges 
An  be  allowed  to  leave  their  posts,  traverse  the 
country  at  pleasure,  and  then  throw  themselves 
in  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  be  allowed 
heir  salaries,  notwithstanding  such  absence,  it 
vill  be  almost  impossible  to  retain  them  in  their 
places.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  duty  not  to  go 
iirtlier  than  the  law  now  stands.  At  most^  we 
hould  not  do  more  than  authorize  the  fudges  to 
ibsent  themselves  with  the  leave  of  the  President. 

shall  vote  afi^nst  the  proposed  amendment  of 
he  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  then  move  to 
trikeout  the  last  clause  of  the  first  section. 

Mr.  GEYER.  It  occurs  to  me  that  recent 
!vents  should  admoilish  us  that  it  is  necessary  to 
luthorize,  under  certain  circumstances,  the  offi- 
«r8  to  leave  a  Territory.  I  do  not  pretend  to  form 
iny  judgment  as  to  the  cause  of  the  absence  of 
he  officers  of  the  Territory  of  Utah ;  but  if  what 
hey  represent  approaches  the  truth,  their  condi- 
ion  there  would  nave  been  intolerable.  It  may 
>e  that,  in  those  remote  Territories,  they  cannot 
'emain  and  attend  to  their  duties  without  encoun- 
ering  difficulties  that  few  mei\  would  be  willing  to 
mcounter.  Now,  sir,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah, 
vhere  it  is  said  a  state  of  thin^  exists  which  ren- 
ters it  altogether  uncomfortable  for  any  civilized 
[Christian  to  reside,  an  officer  must  retire  from  the 
Territory,  and  he  cannot  wait  for  leave  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  He  can  go  into 
he  Indian  country,  and  remain  there  for  a  period 
ess  than  sixty  days,  under  existing  laws;  return 
'O  the  Territory,  and  retire  again  to  the  Indian 
country.  As  the  law  stands,  the  judgment  against 
he  ofhcer  is  peremptory,  and  is  lefl  to  the  ac- 
^unting  officer,  and  to  him  alone.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  If  the  case  should 
>ccur— -I  do  not  say  it  has  occurred — that  the  con- 
litioQ  (^  a  territorial  officer  would  be  rendered 


intolerable,  that  his  own  safety  and  the  safety  of 
his  family  would  require  him  to  leave  it,  it  seems 
to  me  he  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  salary  on 
that  account,  because  he  was,  in  effect,  expelled. 
1  tliink  we  may  safely  confide  that  trust  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  n  Few  of  those 
officersj  unless  they  had  good  cause  for  their  ab- 
sence, would  submit  their  case  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  a  matter  of  that  sort,  when 
they  must  come  here,  make  their  application  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  and  present  the  facts  and 
circumstances  under  which  tney  were  induced  to 
absent  themselves  from  the  Territory.  If  the  con- 
sent of  the  President  could  be  obtained  before- 
hand in  all  cases,  and  we  were  sure  of  it,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio;  but,  as  it  stands  now,  they  are  in  a 
condition  very  much  exposed. 

Mr.  WALKER.  I  aesire  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  those  who  have  had  this  subject  under  consider- 
ation, and  the  inquiry  may  be  understood  by 
stating  that  to  which  it  is  designed  to  relate.  If  I 
understand  it,  most  of  the  officers  of  one  of  the 
Territories  have  leA,  with  the  intention  of  not  re- 
turning a^ain;  but  they  are,  nevertheless,  still  in 
office.  Now,  sir,  will  not  the  operation  of  this 
legislation  be  to  coiuinue  their  salaries,  notwith- 
standing they  may  remain  herein  Washington,  or 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  and  have  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  Territories,  and  no 
connection  with  the  duties  of  the  office,  other  than 
merely  holding  the  position  of  officers?  Will  it 
not  continue- them t  and  continue  their  salaries? 

Mr.  WELLER.  If  I  understand  the  matter 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  it  is  different  from  what  he  has  stated.  I  un- 
derstand that  these  judges  and  other  officers  de- 
sire to  return  to  Utah,  out  they  have  reported  to 
the  President,  as  1  learn,  that  they  are  unable  to 
execute  the  civil  law,  or  the  laws  of  Congress,  in 
the  Territory,  without  the  aid  of  the  military,  and 
that  their  persons  are  not  safe.  The  question 
now  is,  what  step  can  be  taken  so  as  to  secure  obe- 
dience in  that  Territory  to  the  laws  that  may  be 
enacted  by  Congress?  In  my  judgment  it  would 
be  very  impolitic  to  send  a  military  force  there, 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  civil 
law.  But  the  difficulty  may  be  obviated  in  this 
way:  it  is  necessary  that  some  military  posts 
should  be  established  through  that  Territory,  not 
only  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  from 
the  Indians,  but,  what  to  me  is  a  matter  of  more 
importance,  for  the  protection  of  emigrants  who 
are  constantly  passmg  that  route  to  the  State 
which  I,  in  part,  represent.  Those  militai^  posts 
and  dep6ts  mi^ht  be  established  as  near  as  possi- 
ble to  Salt  Lake,  because  in  that  vicinity  there 
would  be  afforded  facilities  for  obtaining  supplies, 
which  could  not  be  obtained  elsewhere.  They 
would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  aid  the  civil  authori- 
ties in  the  execution  of  the  law.  If  they  were  es- 
tablished, 1  htiYe  no  doubt  that  the  judges  could 
return  to  the  Territory  in  perfect  safety,  to  exe- 
cute the  mandates  of  Oongress.  I  would  not  send 
a  military  force  along  with  the  judges,  for  the  rea- 
son that  I  am  unwilfing  to  treat  these  people  as 
designing  to  subvert  this  Government.  I  know 
that  there  is  no  very  friendly  feeling  among  them 
towards  the  Government,  but  I  would  treat  them 
as  a  loyal  people,  although,  at  the  same  time,  I 
would  have  a  military  force  to  compel  them  to 
respect  the  law. 

Mr.  W  A  LKER.  I  am  obliged  to  the  Senator 
for  the  information  and  views  which  he  has  ex- 
pressed. As  far  as  I  have  reflected  upon  this  sub- 
ject, m^  mind  has  come  very  much  to  the  same 
conclusion  that  his  has,  that  somethine  of  the  kind 
he  mentions  will  be  necessary  in  the  Territory  re- 
ferred to.  But  the  only  question  in  my  mina,  in 
view  of  this,  is,  whether  the  legislation  now  pro- 
posed is  not  premature  ?  In  view  of  what  has  been 
said,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  things  there,  there 
is  much  more  to  be  done  before  those  gentlemen 
can  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices,  before 
they  can,  in  my  opinion,  safely  remain  in  that 
Territory. 

Another  question  is,  whether,  while  we  are  legis- 
lating in  view  of  the  state  of  things  which  we 
know  to  exist  there,  we  shall  make  provision  for 
the  salaries  of  officers  who  either  do  not,  or  can- 
not, discharge  the  duties  of  their  offices.  For  one, 
I  must  say,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  it.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  returned  to  the  States.  They  tell 
us  the  reason  why  they  have  returned.    They 


acknowledge  that  they  cannot  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  offices.  We  know  they  amiKit.  They 
have  reported  the  reasons  why  they  cannot. 
Then,  while  they-are  here,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  incorrect  I j^islation  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  their  salaries.  1  regret  as  much  as  any  Sena- 
tor can,  to  take  this  position.  1  know  well  that 
those  gentlemen  while  heie  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  perform  the  duties  ^f  the  offices  to 
which  they  have  been  appointed.  It  would  seem 
to  be  but  reasonable,  hence;  that  they  should  have 
some  compensation.  But  we  are  legislating  not 
for  them  as  individuals.  If  we  legislate  at  all,  we 
legislate  in  view  of  the  interests  of  the  country — 
in  view  of  the  subject-matter  to  which  their  ofiices 
relate.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  feel  our- 
selves justified  in  providing  fur  the  payi^ent  of 
their  salaries,  while  they  are  not  discharging  the 
duties  of  their  offices. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  was  originally  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  proviso  to  t^^e  appropriation 
bin,  the  repeal  of  which  is  now  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained by  the  bill  under  the  consfderation  of  the 
Senate.  I  thought  then,  and  I  think  now,  that  it 
was  an  unjust,  and  a  hazardous,  and  very  impoli- 
tic system  by  which  to  enforce  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  public  officers,  and  especially  to  enforce 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  judicial  officers.  If 
we  had  had  a  system  unon  this  subject — a  system 
of  the  Government  of  lung  and  establishecf  con- 
tinuance, and  we  were  now  called  upon  to  make 
an  exception  out  of  that  general  system  in  favor 
of  the  particular  class  of  officers  to  whom  this  bill 
refers — the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  would  be  entitled  to  great 
weight.  But  this  is  the  case  of  a  proviso  added 
to  an  appropriation  bill — a  proviso  spj^ung  upon 
the  country,  in  virtue  of  which,  whether  the  ab- 
sence be  with  or  without  fault;  whether  the  officer 
be  expelled  from  his  post,  or  prevented,  unless  at 
the  peril  of  his  life,  from  returning  to  it;  or  wheth- 
er'he  had  absented  himself  voluntarily  and  negli- 
gently, because  he  was  careless  and  indifferent  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty — without  reference  to 
any  consideration  of  that  kind,  we  visit  his  offense 
^treating  it  as  a  judicial  ascertainment  of  judicial 
aefault)  with  the  forfeiture  of  hi^  salary.  Now, 
such  a  system  as  that  cannot  be  right. 

Without  going  into  the  particular  circumstance 
to  which  the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Wel- 
ler]  has  referred ;  agreeing  with  him  in  the  senti- 
ments which  he  has  expressed  on  the  subject,  I 
will  merely  remark,  that,  however  these  (difficul- 
ties may  nave  originated,  these  gentlemen,  with 
great  difficulty,  and  at  great  expense,  and  at  no 
small  hazard  to  themselves,  went  into  that  Terri- 
tory. A  state  of  things  has  occurred  there  in 
which  they  cannot  remain,  and  on  account  of 
which  they  were  compelled  to  leave  the  Territory. 
They  are  nere.  It  belongs  to  Congress,  as  the 
Senator  from  California  has  said,  to  institute  the 
measures  necessary  to  make  their  return  safe  and 
practicable,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  execute  the 
duties  which  their  officers  require  in  that  Terri- 
tory. In  the  mean  time,  they  cannot  go  there. 
And  until  that  state  of  things  which  has  compelled 
them  to  leave  is  done  away  with,  can  it  be  right; 
is  it  fair;  is  it  just;  is  it  reasonable,  to  visit  a  sen- 
tence of  starvation  upon  them  while  we  are  en- 
gaged—or whether  engaged  or  not,  ought  to  be  en- 
gaged— in  establishing  some  law  by  which  the 
violated  authority  of  the  Union  may  be  restored, 
and  the  peaceable  return  to  that  country  of  these 
judicial  officers  be  efifected,  so  that  they  may  ex- 
ercise their  proper  functions  as  they  are  exe- 
cuted in  every  other  State  and  Territory  of  the 
Union  ? 

The  proviso  itself  was  originally  wrong,  in  my 
judgment.  Subsequent  events  have  proved  the 
injurious  purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Senate  owes  it  to  itself,  owes 
it  to  these  officers,  owes  it  to  the  system  on  which 
our  public  affairs  have  been  hitherto  conducted, 
to  repeal  it  at  once,  and  declare  that  no  injury 
shall  result  to  the  parties  from  its  having  been 
adopted. 

Now,  whether  these  gentlemen  have  the  tmitntu 
revertendi  to  that  Territory  or  not,  I  have  no 
means  personally  of  knowing.  The  understanding 
is,  that  they  have  been,  in  effect,  expelled  from 
the  Territory;  and  I  presume  that  if,  when  they 
can  return  there  with  safety,  they  do  not  return, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  will  discharge 
his  duty  by  informing  them  that  they  can  no 
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longer  be  allowed  to  hold  offices  when  they  can- 
not attend  to  the  duties  belonging  to  them. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  regret  very  much  to  be  com- 
pelled to  differ  from  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
tiila  [Mr.  Badger]  on  this  question.  But  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  has  thought  proper 
to  define,  by  law,  the  terms  on  which  these  judges 
take  their  office.  They  have  taken  upon  them, 
under  the  appointment  of  the  President,  the  dis- 
charge of  their  judicial  duties  upon  these  terms, 
clearly  understood  by  them.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  that  fact.  When  they  became  judges 
of  these  Territories,  they  knew  that  they  would 
not  be  permitted  to  absent  themselves  from  the 
performance  of  their  judicial  duties  for  a  longer 
period  than  sixty  days  without  the  forfeiture  of 
their  salaries;  and  that  if  they  should  so  forfeit 
them,  they  must  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  Con- 
gress for  the  payment,  notwithstanding  the  for- 
feiture. If  such  payment  were  nOw  proposed  as 
a  distinct  and  inaependent  proposition,  I  am  not 
prepare^  to  say  how  I  should  vote  upon  it.  But 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  legislate  for  all  cases — 
not  merely  the  cases  which  have  occurred,  but 
cases  which  may  hereafter  occur.  We  are  asked 
to  repeal  a  proviso  under  which  these  Territories 
were  organized.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unwise. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unnecessary. 

Something  has  been  said  as  to  the  urgency  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  judges  for  Utah 
left  the  performance  of  their  duties.  1  have  read 
their^eport;  I  have  read  the  statements  of  other 
gentlemen  who  were  cognizant  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs in  that  country;  and  I  have  yet  to  see  any- 
thing which  satisfies  mv  mind  at  all  that  they 
might  not  have  remainea  there  with  perfect  safety, 
and  freely  administered  justice  in  all  cases  which 
might  have  been  brought  before  them.  Ft  is  very 
possible  that  they  mi^ht  have  had  very  few  cases 
submitted  to  them.  If  they  had  been  sent  to  a 
community  of  Friends,  or  duakers,  they  might 
have  had  no  cases  at  all  brought  before  them.  But 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  were  at  perfect  Uberty 
to  adjudicate  all  cases  submitted — to  remain  in 
that  Territory,  exempt  from  all  danger  to  life  or 
person,  as  long  as  they  chose  to  stay.  Notwith- 
standing that,  they  left  the  Territory.  They  lefl 
it,  notwithstanding  their  duties  bound  them  to  re- 
main; notwithstanding  the  law  bound  them  to  re- 
main; notwitlistanding  the  law  imposed  upon 
them  a  forfeiture  of  their  salaries  if  they  did  not 
remain. 

Now,  if  we  adopt  this  provision,  the  practical 
result  will  be,  that  we  shall  have  Judges  tor  these 
Territories  who  are  under  no  obligation  whatever 
to  remain  in  them,  and  discharge  their  duties. 
They  will  not  be  bound  to  so  there;  they  will  not 
be  bound  to  remain  there,  if  they  do  go;  they  may 
absent  themselves  whenever  and  as  lonjg  as  they 
choose,  and  still  their  salaries  would  be  dependant 
wholly,  not  on  the  will  of  Congress,  not  on  the 
will  of  the  legislative  power,  but  on  the  will  of  the 
Executive.  This  strikes  me  as  all  wrong.  The 
salaries  of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  Government 
should  be  dependant  on  the  will  of  Congress,  and 
on  the  will  of  Congress  alone;  and  they  should 
be  confined,  in  the  performance  of  their  func- 
tions, to  the  Kne  whicn  the  laws  of  Congress  pre- 
scribe. I  am,  therefore,  averse  to  this  amendment; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  as  I  said  before,  1  am 
quite  willing  to  enact  into  a  law  a  portion  of  this 
bill:  that  is,  so  much  as  authorizes  the  judges  to 
leave  hereaAer,  having  first  obtained  the  sanction 
of  the  President.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  quite 
as  far  as  we  can  be  asked  to  go,  I  would  not 
legislate  for  past  events,  but  merely  for  future  con- 
tingencies. 

Mr.  GEYER.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  offer- 
ing some  explanation  of  the  bill  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Walecr]  who  appears  to 
understand  it  different  from  its  real  import.  It 
will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  first  section  of  the 
amendment  of  the  committee,  taken  together  with 
the  amendment  which  I  have  liad  the  honor  to 
submit,  that  provision  is  made  only  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the,  salaries  which  have  heretofore  ac- 
crued. If  thciie  officers  remain  absent  from  their 
duties  and  from  the  Territory,  then  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  will  apply  to  them,  and  they  must 
have  leave  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  theymust  show  cause  that  it  satisfactory  for 
such  alisence.  The  design  of  the  amendment  is, 
without  intending  to  pronounce  any  judgment 
upon  the  evenu  which  nave  occurred  in  Utah,  to 
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suspend  the  operation  of  the  proviso  in  reference 
to  tiiose  officers.  Thai  there  is  a  necessity  for  the 
amendment,  will  appear  from  a  single  suggestion . 
Everj  officer  who  is  appointed  here,  must  be  ab- 
sent m>m  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  time 
when  he  arrives  at  the  Territory  of  Utah — a  period 
of  more  than  sixty  days.  If,  however,  they 
should  be  appointed  in  a  season  (as  I  believe  these 
officers  were)  when  it  is  impracticable  to  pass  the 

Srairies,  they  will  have  to  be  from  ninety  to  onehun- 
red  and  twenty  days  absent  from  the  Territory 
aAer  the  time  of  their  appointment.  The  proviso, 
as  it  stands,  operates  as  a  forfeiture  of  their  entire 
salary ,  because  of  this  necessary  absence  from  their 
duties  and  from  the  Territory.  I  supposed  that 
the  better  way  of  adjusting  this  matter  would  be 
to  restore  the  law,  so  far  as  the  past  is  concerned, 
to  what  it  was  before  the  proviso  was  enacted. 
Then  the  first  section  of  tliis  act,  if  it  should  be- 
come a  law,  would  operate- hereafter  to  prevent 
any  absence  without  leave  of  the  President,  or 
without  good  cause.  An  emergency  may  arise 
where  leave  of  the  President  cannot  be  obtained. 
Then,  when  the  good  cause  should  be  shown,  the 
salary  ou^ht  to  be  paid,  especially  if  tliere  should 
be  anything  like  the  emergency  supposed  in  the 
report  made  by  the  officers  from  Utah. 

The  effect  then,  of  this  bill,  if  it  shall  be  passed, 
will  be  this:  the  salaries,  as  far  as  they  have  ac- 
crued, will  be  paid.  But,  if  any  officer  shedl  re- 
main, after  the  passage  of  this  act,  sixty  days  ab- 
sent from  his  duties,  without  leave  of  the  President, 
or  without  showing  good  cause  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  President  for  such  absence,  he  will  forfeit 
his  salary  for  the  period  of  his  absence.  That  is, 
I  suppose,  the  extent  to  which  the  provision  ought 
to  go.  For  my  own  part,  I  happened  to  be  in  a 
minority  in  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I 
favored  a  total  repeal  of  that  proviso,  for  the  reason 
stated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina. But  it  was  thought  better  to  have  a  general 
provision  upon  the  statute  book,  which  should  se- 
cure the  presence  of  these  officers  hereafter;  and 
under  circumstances  where  judgment  should  not 
be  taken  upon  them  from  the  mere  fact  of  absence, 
but  that  an  opportunity  should  be  given  tp  present 
to  some  other  tribunal,  a  sufficient  excuse  tor  that 
absence. 

Mr.  BROOKE.  1  would  ask  respectfully,  why 
it  is,  that  aji  exception  is  made  a^mst  these  par- 
ticular judicial  officers,  which  does  not  prevail 
against  any  other  officer  of  the  Government?  The 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  District 
Judges  are  not  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  their  salary 
in  the  event  that  they  fail  to  perform  their  duties, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part.  I  know  very  well  that 
the  Circuit  Judge  of  the  United  States,  assigned 
to  the  circuit  in  which  is  included  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  has  not  been  performing  duty  in  that 
State  for  several  years.  And  yet  I  never  heard  of 
any  liability  bein^  imposed  upon  him  of  a  forfeiture 
of  a  portion  of  his  salary.  Does  not  the  Consti- 
tution extend  to  and  protect  these  territorial  officers 
as  well  as  other  officers  of  the  United  States  ?  If 
so,  then  my  inquiry  is  answered. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CHASE.  I  now  move  to  strike  out  all  af- 
ter the  word  **  absence,"  to  the  end  of  the  first 
section  of  the  amendment — being  the  words  **  un- 
less good  cause  for  such  absence  shall  be  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President.'*  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  will  be  to  allow  an  officer  of  any 
of  the  Territories  to  absent  himself  if  he  obtains 
leave  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  paid  his  salary  if  he  has  such  leave.  It  will 
not  at  all  affect  the  provision  which  has  just  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  but  will  make  it  necessary 
for  an  officer,  in  all  cases,  to  obtain  the  previous 
assent  of  the  President,  before  he  can  leave  his 
post. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
tlie  Judiciary  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended, 
and  the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  desire  to  inquire  whether 
this  bill  is  intended  to  cover  all  the  officers  within 
the  limits  of  the  Territories,  or  only  those  officers 
necessary  to  the  territorial  government. 

Mr.  GEYER.  It  includes  all  who  were  covered 
by  the  proviso  to  tlie  appropriation  act  of  last  year. 


Mr.  ATCHISON.  What  oflicen  in  thonTe. 
ritories  are  covered  by  that  proviso? 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  judges  and  th«Becmi- 
ries,  I  believe. 

Mr.  GEYER.  The  proviso  is  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  salaries  of  the  governors,  ja(^,uii 
secretaries  of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.    Then  I  have  no  objtetkw. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  real 
a  third  time. 

NON-INTERVENTION. 

The  resolution  some  time  since  submiueii  bj 
Mr.  Clarke,  on  the  subject  of  non-iutenreotioi 
came  up  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  BELL.  Before  the  question  is  fiaaiiv  ta- 
ken on  these  resolutions,  I  wish  to  say  aoaeuuif 
in  regard  to  them,  as  my  feelings  have  been  somt- 
what  questioned.  1  am  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
time  when  I  shall  be  heard.  The  Senate  miT  h 
on  any  time  they  may  think  proper.  Perhaps  diii 
day  week  will  be  acceptable  to  tiie  Senate.  I  un- 
derstand that  there  are  two  measures,  the  Fmck 
spoliation  bill  and  the  bill  for  the  estabtuhment  of 
a  navy-yard  in  California,  which  the  geotleaKs 
most  mterested  in  them  are  desirous  to  hare  do- 
posed  of  this  week.  I  have,  therefore,  sog^end 
this  day  week  as  proper  for  the  considenuoo  of 
these  resolutions.  If  tnat  is  not  acceptable  to  the 
Senate,  I  vrill  name  any  other  day. 

Mr.  .CLARKE.  Let  it  be  the  first  Monday  u 
April. 

Mr.  BELL.  The  Senator  from  Rhode  Ulaad 
suggests  the  first  Monday  in  April,  which  will  be 
next  Monday  week.  If  that  day  is  agreeable  lo 
the  Senate,  1  have  no  objection;  and,  therefoie,! 
move  the  postponement  of  this  subject  aotil  ik 
day. 

The  motion  was-agreed  to. 

NAVY- YARD  AND  DRY-DOCK  IN  CAUPORH!!. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  eitabb^  a 
navy-yard  and  dep6ton  the  bay  of  San  Pranctico, 
in  Canfomia. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  report  the  bill 
with  an  amendment,  to  authorize  the  Preeidenito 
provide  for  the  construction  of  a  basin  and  nil- 
way  in  connection  with  the  sectional  floating  dry- 
dock  now  being  constructed  at  San  Franciaco,  in 
California;  and  also  to  authorize  him  to  allow 
additional  compensation  (not  exceeding  doaWe 
their  present  pay)  to  the  ofBcers  he  may  appoint 
to  select  the  site  for  the  navy-yard  in  San  Pru- 
cisco  bay. 

Mr.  Badger,  some  time  since,  proposed  m 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  committfe, 
which  was  to  substitute  **  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  *'  for  **  the  President  of  the  United  State*," 
in  making  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  tie 
basin  and  railway,  and  allowing  extra  compeoa- 
tion  to  the  officers  for  performing  this  aerrice;  and 
also  to  Appropriate  $500,000  for  carrying  this  Kt 
into  effect. 

Mr.  GWIN.  Mr.  President,  the  Commitue 
on  Naval  Affairs  did  not  report  this  bill  n-iihouia 
full  examination  of  the  subject.  At  the  la«t  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  the  necessitv  of  establishing  i 
navy-yard  in  California  was,  through  a  reaolow* 
offerea  by  me,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  cofl- 
mittee.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  consuhejj 
and  recommended  that  an  appropriation  shouM 
be  made  to  commence  the  work,  and  the  com- 
mittee, by  a  unanimous  vote,  instructed  the  chair- 
man to  propose  an  amendment  for  this  object  tp 
the  navaJ  appropriation  bill. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Senate  that  the  appro- 
priation bills  were  near  bein^  lost  at  the  laat  sff- 
sion  by  a  protracted  discussion  on  the  riyer  m 
harbor  bill.  When  the  naval  apnroprittioD  biU 
came  up,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee was  on  the  floor  proposing  the  amendmeotj 
he  had  been  instructed  to  offer,  the  chainnanoj 
the  Finance  Committee  [Mr.  Hunter]  announceH 
to  the  Senate  that  if  another  amendment  was  p«^ 
mitted  to  be  offered  to  the  bill  it  would  be  1^; 
and  thus  the  subject  passed  over.  On  the  w* 
day  of  this  session  I  gave  notice  that  I  would  ofler 
a  bUl  establishing  a  navy-yard  in  CalifonuMDj^^ 
duced  it  a  few  days  thereafter,  and  had  »f  1**^^"*^ 
to  the  Naval  Committee.  It  was  amended  w  «J 
to  include  the  basin  and  railway  for  a  dock*  anfl 
brought  before  the  Senate  in  its  present  shape. 

When  the  bill  was  called  up  on  a  former  ecu- 
sion,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  {Mr,  »09- 
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iead]  opposed  its  paasage  for  reasons  which  I 
hall  now  proceed  to  examine.  He  said,  *'  it  is  a 
erv  important  bill."  This  is  true.  It  is  a  bill 
f  the  greatest  importance,  as  it  lays  the  fonnda- 
[Oil  for  national  defense  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the 
Jnited  States.  Upon  its  fate  depends  the  (jues- 
ion  of  defending  that  coast,  or  leaving  it  in  its 
resent  unprotected  position.  But  this  is  not  the 
ght  in  which  the  Senator  looked  upon  it  as  im- 
ortant.  He  attached  importance  to  it  because  it 
rould  cost  money  to  establish  these  defenses, 
""he  Senator  commenced  his  remarks  iipon  the  bill 
rith  the  skill  of  an  able  tactician.  He  struck  at 
a  weakestpoint;  for  I  have  learned  from  painful 
jcperience  m  my  short  service  here  that  Uie  neces- 
ity  which  exists  for  enacting  laws  for  the  State 
f  California  never  has  as  much  weight  with  Con- 
ress  as  the  amount  of  money  it  will  take  to  carry 
lese  laws  into  execution.  The  Senator  must  be 
rell  aware  of  this  fact,  and  he  avails  himself  of 
in  the  very  opening  of  his  speech.  He  says  the 
ill  is  important — and  why?  Because  "it  will 
I  volte  the  necessity  of  an  expenditure  of  from 
3,000,000  to  $7,000,000.'*  Now,  sir,  this  is  a 
old  assertion,  and  if  sustained  by  proofs  will 
laterially  affect  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
ill.  I  undertake  to  oay  that  the  Senator  has  no 
climate  from  any  department  of  the  Government 
pon  which  he  oases  this  assertion.  It  is  evi- 
ently  a  random  shot — a  statement  made  without 
ue  consideration.  If  based  upon  any  calculation 
pproaching  to  accuracy,  he  certainly  would  not 
ave  left  a  margin  of  44,000,000.  He  says  ••  from 
3,000,000  to  $7,000,000. "  I  should  like  to  know 
hether  he  means  it  will  be  near  seven,  or  nearer 
tree  millions? — whether  it  will  be  six  millions  or 
Hir  millions.'  Or  does  he  intend  to  split  the  dif- 
ircnce,  and  say  five  millions  is  to  be  the  cost  of 
lis  work? 

I  hope  the  Senator  [Mr.  BrodheadJ  did  not  in- 
»nd  to  take  any  unfair  advantage  or  this  meas- 
re,  by  exciting  the  alarm  of  the  members  of  this 
ody-,  who  are  the  zealous  guardians  of  the  public 
'reasury — when  he  asserts  that  this  bill  will  cause 
)  enormous  an  expenditure.  1  undertake  to  say, 
lat  the  lowest  amount  named  by  the  Senator  will 
iver  be  required  to  be  expended  upon  this  work; 
[)d  I  hope  that  this  rouna  assertion  will  not  deter 
f\y  one  from  giving  the  bill  a  fair  and  impartial 
msideration.  To  show  that  the  Senator's  esti- 
late  cannot  be  relied  on,  I  will  refer  to  other 
srtions  of  his  speech.  He  says  *<a  railway  and 
asin  will  cost  $1,500,000,  and  perhaps  $3,000,000, 
nd  will  require  from  five  to  ten  years  for  its  con- 
ruction.*'  (The  contract  heretofore  made  re- 
jired  the  completion  T)f  the  work  in  four  years.) 
.8  he  advances  in  his  argument,  he  reduces  his 
jtimate  to  "  $1,000,000  or  1,500,000;"  and  he 
^peats  this  assertion  on  two  other  occasions,  in 
is  speech.  Now ,^ we  know  exactly  what  this 
isin  and  railway  mil  cost.  It  is  just  &840,000, 
id  no  more.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  pro- 
)sed  to  give  this  sum  for  its  construction,  and 
le  patentees  accepted  the  proposition.  The  Sen- 
or  could  easily  have  ascertained  this  in  the  Navy 
'epartment,  when  he  was  getting  the  facts  he 
rouffht  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate;  and  I  re^ei 
lat  he  did  not  do  so,  for,  as  I  said  before,  nothing 
so  detrimental  to  the  passage  of  bills  for  Cali- 
•rnia  as  the  enormous  amount  it  is  supposed 
orks  of  this  description  will  cost  in  that  country. 
'  the  Senator  had  stated  that  his  principal  opposi- 
on  to  the  bill,  was  because  it  cost  $840,000  to 
lild  a  basin  and  railway,  then  his  argument 
ould  have  had  its  fair  and  legitimate  weight  upon 
le  Senate.  But  he  does  injustice  to  the  measure 
hen  he  swells  this  item  of  $840,000  to  $2,000,000. 
Again,  the  Senator  says:  **  No  Secretary  of  the 
avy  has  ever  recommended  this  basin  and  rail- 
ay  in  connection  witli  a  dry  dock.*'  The  Sena- 
T  is  Dot  borne  out  in  this  assertion  by  the  record, 
I  I  shall  show.  I  read  from  a  report  from  the 
avy  Department,  dated  February  12th,  1844, 
ade  by  the  Hon.  David  Henshaw,  then  Secrc- 
ry  of  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the  ablest  that  has 
'er  presided  over  that  Department: 

**  An  excavated  stone  dock  can  accommodate,  ordinarily^ 
It  one  vessel  at  a  time,  and,  during  war,  would  hardly  al- 
rtl  the  flurilities  that  would  be  needed.  The  Navy  com- 
ivBioners,  in  a  report  dated  February  17, 1836,  state  that 
might  require  twelve  thousand  da^rs'  labor  io  repair  the 
•ttoin  of  n  seventy- fbur— working  in  the  Inncest  dayi?  of 
0  summer,  f  n  such  a  case,  many  weeks,  if  not  months, 
list  elapse  befhre  such  a  vessel  could  be  taken  from  the 
KTk,  owing  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of  persons 
bo  could  work  upon  her  at  once  in  so  confined  a  place. 
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<<  The  Bcctionsl  floating-dock,  with  rail-tracks,  could  ao-  | 
commodate  many  veawels  at  once,  where  they  would  be 
placed  with  ample  room,  light,  and  air  around  them,  and 
giving  every  facility  for  working  with  dispatch. 

**  The  object  BO  strongly  desired  in  Mr.  Jefl'erson's  mes- 
sage, before  quoted — that  our  vessels  may  be  laid  up  dry, 
and  under  cover  from  the  sun,  and  which  he  hoped  to  ob- 
tain by  the  means  of  lock-docks — it  is  believed  may  be 
much  better,  and  much  more  cheaply  obtained,  by  the  sec- 
tional dock  and  railway. 

**  All  experience  verifies  the  remark  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
that  *no  cares,  no  attentions  can  preserve  vessels  firom 
rapid  decay,  which  lie  in  water,  exponed  to  the  sun ;'  and 
that  works  of  wood,  laid  up  dry,  will  remain  scarcely  af- 
fected by  lime. 

*^  Some  of  the  most  costly  ships  of  our  Navy  have  rotted, 
and  been  broken  up,  seeing  little  more  service  than  lying  at 
the  wharves ;  while  others,  built  about  the  same  periods, 
remain  comparatively  uninjured,  in  the  houses  in  which 
they  were  built. 

'•  It  is  believed  that  the  scq^onal  dock  and  railways  will 
not  only  answer  for  the  repairs  of  ships,  better  than  any 
other  plan  yet  devised,  tmt  that  they  will  become  the  only 
building-ways ;  and  that,  instead  of  letting  our  ships,  when 
not  in  use,  lie  and  decay  at  the  navv-yards.  in  ordinary, 
they  will  be  raised  IVom  the  water,  and  ^aced  under  cover, 
protected  from  the  weather,  upon  the  rail-tracks. 

"  The  plan  of  the  sectional  dock  and  railway  commends 
itself  to  favor  by  its  cheapness  and  8ijn|[»licit^ ;  and  if,  on 
trial,  it  realises  what  has  been  promised  trom  its  use,  it  will 
enable  the  Government  to  construct  at  a  moderate  cost,  a 
dock  at  each  of  the  navy-yards,  capable  of  accommodating 
a  number  of  ships  at  once. 

**  Alter  carelully  considering  the  tacts,  statements,  and 
opinions  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Department,  at 
different  periods,  by  the  officers  and  others  who  have  hod 
the  subject  of  a  dry-dock  at  the  Brooklyn  yard  under  in- 
vestigation, the  undersigned  is  fUlly  persuaded  that  the  plan 
of  dock  of  Mr.  Dakiii.  here  spokeii  of.  is  worthy  of  trial 
on  a  scale  sufficienUy  large  for  raising  tne  largest  ships.'* 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  a  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  has  recommended,  wad  strongly  recommend- 
ed, the  mode  of  docking  vessels  proposed  by  this 
hill.  Nor  is  the  Senator  borne T)ut  in  his  assertion, 
by  the  reports  of  the  present  Secretary,  who  has 
evidently  changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  In 
his  report  at  the  last  session,  he  said,  **  that  a  sec- 
tional dock  alone,  with  a  pier  to  secure  it,  would 
answer  every  demand  of  the  Navy  on  the  coast 
of  California,  for  many  years  to  come."  In  his 
last  report,  he  says,  **  It  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  pier  or  basin,  to  render  this  dock  capable  of 
use;"  and  he  postpones  an  opinion  between  the 
basin  and  railway,  and  a  pier,  until  a  further  ex- 
amination is  made  of  the  waters  of  the  bay  atSan 
Francisco,  by  a  board  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  It  is  here  evident  that  the  Secretary 
himself  doubts  the  propriety  of  his  former  opinion, 
which,  upon  full  examination,  I  have  no  doubt  he 
will  find  to  have  been  incorrect. 

The  Senator  availed  himself  of  a  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  first  report -on 
this  subject,  that  is  calculated  to  mislead  tne  Sen- 
ate. It  IS  that  a  pier,  which  will  cost  only  |50,000 
is  all  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  floating  dock 
now  building  for  California.  He  assumes  this  as 
a  fixed  fact,  and  proceeds  to  argue,  that  **  a  pier  is 
all  that  is  necessary,"  and  that  **  ro^i^ants  never 
think  of  making  use  of  the  basin  and  railway — 
they  use  a  pier  which  costs  $50,000,  instead  of  a 
basin  and  railway  which  will  cost  |l ,000,000  or 
$1,500,000."  I  shall  now,  sir,  proceed  to  show, 
that  a  pier  cannot  be  built  in  California  for  $50,000. 
It  must  be  built  of  stone;  for  it  is  a  well-known 
fact,  that  piers  made  of  timber,  in  the  Bay  of  San 
Francisco,  are  soon  destroyed  by  worms.  Such 
a  work  would  soon  become  useless,  and  constantly 
liable  to  casualties.  On  Ixamination  it  will  be 
found  that  no  officer  of  the  Government  who  has 
any  respect  for  his  reputation,  will  recommend  the 
building  of  a  pier,  in  these  waters,  of  any  other 
material  than  stone. 

Well,  sir,  what  will  a  stone  pier  cost?  I  find 
that  the  permanent  wharf  now  being  constructed 
atPensacola,  hasalready  co8i$414,593  33,  and  it  is 
but  little  more  than  half  completed.  I  may  safely 
assume  that  it  will  not  cost  less  than  $600,000 
when  completed.  This  is  the  kind  of  a  pier  or 
wharf  that  will  have  to  be  built  in  California,  if 
we  do  not  construct  a  basin  and  railway.  As- 
suming that  the  cost  of  materials,  and  labor,  in 
California  will  be  double  what  it  is  in  Pensacola, 
(and  this  is  a  low  estimate)  a  pier  alone  will  cost 
the  Government  $1,200,000,  nearly  one  third  more 
than  the  patentees  of  the  basin  and  railway  have 
agreed  to  complete  them  for  in  California.  This 
fioating  dock  is  useless,  without  a  pier,  or,  basin; 
and  if  you  build  a  pier,  such  as  the  Government 
should  construct  on  that  coast,  it  involves  a  much 
larger  expenditure  than  is  proposed  in  this  bill. 
It  skould  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  basin  can  be 
also  used  as  a  pier.    It  is  to  be  built  of  stone,  and 


will  be  five  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  answer  all 
thepm-poses  of  a  pier  as  well  ua  a  basin. 

The  Senator  says,  that  ♦•  this  basin  and  railway 
is  wholly  unnecessary  and  useless."  I  have  just 
shown  that  the  basin  will  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  a  pier,  and,  therefore,  the  Senator's  argument 
falls  to  the  ground,  for  it  will  be  useful.  But  sup- 
pose, for  aigument's  sake,  that  he  is  correct;  then 
this  bill  accomplishes  the  very  object  that  he  is 
aiming  at;  for,  in  that  event,  it  entirely  dispenses 
with  ue  basin  and  railway.  The  bill  provides 
**that  when  the  site  shall  have  been  secured,  and 
so  soon  thereafter  as  it  shall  have  been  ascertained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  basin  and  railway  at  Philadelphia 
or  Kittery,  are  in  full  and  successful  operation," 
then  he  is  authorized  to  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  basin  and  railway.  Now,  sir,  there  is 
to  be  no  experiment  about  this  matter.  This  law 
rec^uires  a  certainty  that  the  basin  and  railway  at 
Philadelphia  or  Kittery  are  in  full  and  tuteessful 
operation  before  a  dollar  of  the  public  money  can 
ba  expended  on  a  similar  work  in  Californln;  and, 
sir,  what  is  meant  by  **  full  and  successful  opera- 
tion ?"  it  is,  that  tms  basin  and  railway,  in  con- 
nection with  a  floating  dock,  can  take  up  a  ship 
of  the  line,  with  a  full  armament,  place  it  securely 
tuHm  the  railway, and  as  securely  return  it  through 
the  dock  to  the  water.  When  this  is  rione,  the 
President  can  act  under  this  bill,  and  not  beforT. 
Suppose  that  the  experiment  is  successful,  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  improvements  of  the  age,  and 
the  rery  thing  we  want  in  California.  It  will 
give  us,  for  $1,450,000,  the  use  of  a  dozen  docks, 
eoual  in  capacity  to  the  stone-dock  in  New  York, 
which  cost  $3,146,730  10.  The  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia has  recently  paid  nearly  $13,000,000  for  the 
btiilding  of  seven  stone  docks;  and  here  we  have, 
for  an  expenditure  of  less  than  $1,500,000,  docks 
of  nearly  double  their  capacity.  Need  I  add  an- 
other word  to  show  the  immense  importance  of 
adopting  this  improvement  in  California,  if  it 
should  prove  sticcesaful,  where  the  price  of  labor 
and  materials  is  so  great.  I  wish  it  to  he  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  basin  and  railway  must  be  proved 
to  be  entirely  meees^f^,  or  this  iaw,  so  far  as  that 
matter  is  concerned,  is  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute 
book. 

The  Senator  says,  **  We  have  now  more  docks 
than  there  is  any  necessity  for."  But,  where  are 
they?  From  Pensacola,  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
up  the  Pacific  to  Bhering's  Straits,  there  is  no 
dock;  and  because  there  are  more  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  than  are  useful,  shall  we,  for  this  reason, 
have  none  on  the  Pacific  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  that, 
because  money  has  been  wastefully  expended  here 
upon  useless  works,  none  shall  be  expended  upon 
useful  works  in  California?  1  hope  such  will  not  be 
the  policy  adopted  toward  us  by  this  Government. 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  Senator.  I  think  these 
docks,  navy-yards  and  coast  defenses,  on  the  Atlan- 
tic coast,  are  necessary  and  useful;  and,  although 
not  on  so  extensive  a  scale,  we  need  the  same  on 
the  Pacific.  In  order  to  show  that  we  are  not  ex- 
travagant in  the  demands  we  make  on  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  defense  of  the  Pacific,  as  com- 
pared with  the  past  policy  of  this  Gt)vernmeDt  in 
defending  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  giving  to  its 
commerce  the  advantages  of  light-houses,  I  have 
prepared  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money 
thus  expended  and  estimated  for. 

The  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  Slates,  from 
the  northeastern  boundary  on  the  ocean  to  the. 
mouth  of  the  St.  Marys,  is  1,450  miles.  This  is 
the  whole  of  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  old  thirteen 
States,  and  is  less  than  our  present  possessions  on 
the  Pacific.  Prom  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Marys 
to  the  south  cape  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida  is 
450  miles,  makings  a  total  of  the  A  tiantic  coast  of 
1,900  miles.  I  will  now  show  to  the  Senate  what 
has  been  paid  from  the  national  Treasury  to  fortify 
and  protect  this  coast. 

I  take  from  the  report  of  General  Totten,  Chief 
Engineer,  on  the  suDJect  of  the  national  defenses, 
and  will  also  add  the  estimate  for  new  works  and 
fortifications:  , 

[/Vom  Report  of  General  J.  O.  Totten,  on  the  tiU<^eet  of 

National  D*/ente$.] 

Fortifications  on  Atlantic  rooiC,  with  the  "  eutimated  cost  of 
eon$trueHon  and  repair. — (Class  ^^ pages  9i-94.j 

Maine No.    1  to   !> $154,911) 

New  Hampshire... No.   6 I7,I>91 

Mawachi»etts.<...Xo.   7  to  1.% 676,7:iB 

Rhode  Islfind No.  16,    17 12,0()0 

Connecticut No.  18,    19 855,941 
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Snutb  CaixUaa! 
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Tolal 

From  ihia  Li 
pended  fur 

And  iha  mim 
propoaed  ■ 


I  witi  go  now 
ftom  "  Uie  liM  of 
in^-liehMorilieU 
Pienaonton,  Fill 
lendenl  o(  Llifht 
hundred  and  ihii 
coatoffl^lS^l:  . 


«6li'hMbuili, up tcihc year  1830..  {170^10000 
I3U  liehiB  buili,  up  ID  the  vear  1843. .  793,WM  00 
34>ishubuiil.upi«Uiey«rltt5S..    25U,00U  UO 

To  ihia  ghould-be  added  Toar  lighla  in 

procrsa   of  ereclion  bj  the  topo- 

graphicaJ  bureau,  fur  which  ihere 

has  already  beenapproprialfd....      354,976  00 

Alaocoslaorforiy-twoBosiing-lightii: 

M  lighu.  up  to  Lhe  y»r  1843 300,478  79 

y  lights,  up  lo  the  year  105^. 77,352  77 

Addinglheieiteina  together, we  have 
expended  on  the  lighi-hauae  aya- 

lem,  on  the  Allaniiccoaat (3,345,507  56 

1  come  now  lo  Lhe  Navy-Yftrfa  and  Docks:— 
■*ltlC»f"''  awoiinl  of  txpoMtara  for  tManiimnte  nl 
iitKwrrai  Na€f-yar*l,/t9m  Ua  J>it>  >/<*™  flaUtlk- 
■HHl  (a  U(  111  Jmuuiry,  ItiSa. 

pnrUBiaath Ml^mfl^  M 

BoHuii a,*M,<M  on 

New  Vork 3,«ci,SM  00  [ 

Philadaljiliw,  (aiiiM  1S3I] I,1S),««  iS\ 

IVa.blirfloll 7«l,03i7S 

Monoiii a,D»i,(«7  7a 

pfiwama s,ae4,e$9  o* 

Hemptila lttO,M3  *3 

Add  Dncki  on  Alluillc  Coail &,3+4;iSl»  83 

AtFCfiu  fi>r  Nary  Varda  and  Doeka ■tl7,aB3,90B  ai 

It  will  be  perceiTcd  that  1  confine  myaelf  exclu- 
lively  10  ibe*  Atlantic  coast,  excluding  the  Gutfof 
Mexico  and  the  Lake*,  end  thai  in  ibia  AUantic 
coast  ia  included  the  peninsula  of  Florida, running 
like  a  finger  post  fur  hundreds  of  milea  into  the 
Mean,  covermg  no  extenaive  or  important  back 
counlry;  and  we  hare  already  expended — 

For  fortilicalious )I5,431 ,597  00 

Light-houses 3,345,508  55 

Navy-yarda  and  docks 1T,393;3U9  81 

To  which  add  ealimate  forforuBcR- 

tions 15,847,000  00 

And  we  hare  lhe  grand  total  of. .  .t50,817,315  36 

I  will  now  Mm  lo  the  Pacific. 

The  roast  of  California  U 970  miles. 

Oregon 500     " 

Straila  of  Juan  de  Fuca 15U     " 

Makings  total  for  the  Pacific  coast  of  1^0  " 
Nearly  equal  to  the  whole  Atlantic  conat,  including 
lhe  peninsula  of  Florida.  And  what  hate  you 
expended  on  that  extenaive  coast  for  fortifiuiiions, 
ligni-houaoa,  navy-yai-da,  and  docks?  Not  one 
dollar!  What  have  you  Bppriifniaall  About 
1150,000  for  light-hauaes  not  yet  commenced, 
|350,000  for  a  dock,  to  coat,  when  completed, 
KIU.OOO,  and  nothing  far  fcirlifications  ora  nary- 
yard.  Even  the  estimate  for  aurveya  for  forlifi- 
uttiona,  of  »50,000,  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, has  lieen  left  ouv  of  the  amiy  appropriiiion 
tiill  bf  LheCammiiieeor  Wayaand  Means,  which 
is  an  indication  that  we  are  to  have  no  fortifica- 

Here  ia  myown  Stats,  of  California,  which  paid 
13,313,137  79  into  ihs  Treasury  from  customs  the 
Inst  fiscal  year,  with  a  sea-cOBatof  970  milei,  con- 
taining within   her  limits  186,981  aqunre  miles, 

York,  utterly  destitute  of  light-house  eslabliah- 
menla,  necessary  and  indispensable  to  our  commer- 
cial marine  in  approaching  her  coaala.  Here  is  the 
Pacific  Em|.i  re  Statedestined  to  command  the  com- 
merce of  the  Pacific  and  Asiatic  seas,  left  wholly 
jnprovided  for,  in  r^rd  to  works  of  protection 
and  defense.  In  the  agitations  and  political  com- 
motions of  European  nations,  we  know  not  at 
what  hour  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  place  this 
nation  in  an  aiiiiude  of  defence,  ecen  if  only  to 

power,  to  say  nothing  of  the  importance  of  con- 
ibrming  lo  the  policy  of  Washington  and  hia  auc-      ble  ( 
ceSBors,  in  time  of  peaca  to  make  proper  prepara-  | 

The  honorable  Senator  has  alluded  to  the  war 
of  1S13  to  show  that  we  need  no  iialinnal  defenae.  ' 
I  wiah  to  call  his  altention  to  the  historicnl  fart  that  j 
the  British  b1oo|i  of  war  Racoon  entered  the  port : 
of  Astoria,  in  Oregon,  and  in  lhe  defensdeu  eon-  | 


dition  of  our  nghta  there,  formally  took  pms. 
aion  of  the  country  in  behalf  of  his  BriiaDsk  Mi- 
jesty,  and  changed  the  name  of  "Asii)ni,"u 
"Fon  Geoi^.'*^  Thanka  lo  lhe  laluni  ifuiu 
that  now  occupy  California  and  Orceoa,  an  b» 
tile  foot  can  ever  tread  that  soil  wiih  iDipunuj; 
yet  who  can  ealimate  the  extent  of  the  miadud 
and  ruin  that  would  be  there  inflicted  by  ilit  pra- 
ence  ofa  powerful  hoalile  firet,  left  as  ttic  caiuuj 
now  ia  by  the  Goverument  of  the  United  Slwi 
wholly  unprotected. 

The  Senator  makes  a  comparison  belwtcg  osi 
country,  during  the  war  of  1813,  aad  the  pn 

no  defenses  lo  protect  c 
Uufi,  they  are  useless  net 
tainly  not  looked  at  the 

have  examined  the  staii 

marine,  and  find  that  since  1815,  (when  liitn 
with  Great  Britain  closed)  to  1U5U,  we  luit  boik 
34,793  vesseU,  with  a  tonnage  or447,591,(H5last. 
The  registered  whale  fishery  for  the  last  tvdn 
years,  to  wit:  from  1840  to  1851,iiad  a  lonnti  ' 
3,038,177.  The  r^iatered  whole  fishery  far  18 
had  a  tonnage  of  181,645. 


«  thai,  aa  a 
r  coaai  and  eoaiBttni 

TheSenaiiNWw- 
ommerctal  pmgnu  ri 
ae  of  the  war  of  1^1^ 


whale  fishery  is  confined  to  tl 
aeaa.  The  proceeds  of  the  set 
June  13,  1B50,  from  the  w 
amounted  to  |3,318,034.   Are 


which  aid 
through  a     . 
part  of  the  Oei 


p,  paraimonious  policy,  oo  Ik 

Oovemment,  which  nfuia> 

proper  aid,  when  we  are  sdiuof, 

ith  giant  strides,  in  all  that  conatiiutes  real  Ntk 

idgreaLnessP  Somuch  f[>r  whatlheGoiKniBtal 


nessofher  Pacifici 


hope  that  a 
ward  that  at 
lUbtecviden 


Tior  ofthe  count: 


itry,  1 


:,hy 


.glory  of  tfc 


n  principle, 

Only  iwenly-five  years  have  elapsed  lince  ite 
aitway  system  began  in  llie  United  Siaiea.  i' 
he  end  of  the  year  1850,  we  had  a.WmHetcl 
ailway,  which  coal  |3S6,t55,078.  There  nn, 
ip  to  the  close  of  1851,  by  estimate,  lO.filS  milo, 


nd  lo  the  end  of  II 

lated  at  13,600— more  than   half  the  cin 


I    Then, 


iDifn- 
I  will  lllf 


;e  of  the  globe 
this  great  ay  stem 


proper  syatem  of  defense 
will  give  us  a  permanent  commercial  ascenduKr 
on  the  Pacific  and  Asiatic  aeaa,  the  carrying  t-'X" 
between  Aaia  and  Europe  will  be  within  ou  i"- 
ritory,and  enable  us  to  control  the  comnierreui 
exchanges  of  the  world.  Congress  hat  detlilil' 
ernliy  and  justly  with  the  Enst,  in  land,  tmnij. 


We  ask  Dothingmi 


I,  that  the 


d  railway.   Prepaiiliol 


are  now  making  in  New  York  li. 
avoid  the  expenae  of  accumahiting  do^ka;  lo  mC 
the  warns  of^  our  commercial  marine.  1  he  Sru- 
tnratso  objecis  to  the  mode  ofcompletinftheiiik 
for  the  site  of  the  navy-yard;  and  suppOMi  ilu> 
a  California  Jury  will  not  do  Justice  lo  the  Uniua 
States.  He  need  be  under  no  apprehenaiom  « 
this  Bubjecl,  for  the  location  of  the  navy-yard  vH 
greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  propeily  ""|- 
Jing  it,  and  the  owners  of  projieriynfSfdiP- 


»  for  its  loc 


ling  to  r« 


.1  quit  claim  to  the  United  States  for  «ny  ai 
of  land  needed  for  this  purpose.  I  doubt  thj 
much  whether  there  is  a  man  in  Calilbniia  tm 
would  risk  his  tiile  in  a  conlrsl  with  the  VMti 
Slates.  Land  titles  in  that  country  are  nsi  " 
perfect  as  to  coun  an  issue  of  title  with  the  Dsi- 
led  States,  for  lands  Mlected  for  public  p)iip<w» 
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This  part  of  the  bill  was  intended  to  do  away 
with  toe  necessity  of  further  legislation  as  to  the 
selection  of  a  site.  The  Senator  says  this  coun- 
try has  no  necessity  for  national  defense,  because 
no  nation  wants  to  go  to  war  with  us.  This  may  be 
true  now,  but  will  it  always  remain  so  ?  If  the  Sen- 
&tor  was  the  emperor  of  the  world ,  and  should  issue 
his  edict  that  there  should  be  no  more  wars,  then 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  national  defenses, 
bere  or  elsewhere.  Unfortunately  for  mankind, 
tie  has  not  this  power;  and  I  prefer  adhering  to 
the  tinie>honored  policy  of  this  Government,  **  to 
prepare  for  war  in  time  of  peace.'*  The  question 
now  is,  shall  we  make  this  preparation  on  the  Pa- 
:ific  coast  of  the  United  States.  Arguments  in 
favor  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  any 
State  of  the  Confederacy  Jbave  less  weight,  when 
they  come  from  a  representative  of  such  State, 
than  when  they  emanate  from  an  entirely  disin- 
terested source.  * 

It  is  fortunate  for  me  that  1  can  bring  high  au- 
thority to  my  aid  in  favor  of  this  bill,  by  reading 
from%n  able  report,  made  by  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  at  the  last  session: 

**  TbG  next  abject  wliieh  baa  entsf  ed  the  attention  of  the 
sommitteeis  that  which  relates  to  the  naval  defenne  or  our 
nrenlem  coaut. 

<*  The  acquisitioa  of  California,  and  the  occupation  of 
Dregon,  have  extended  our  tea  front  from  the  Atlantic  to 
die  PaciAc  ocean.  The  national  detenaee  to  be  provided 
hr  those  distant  shores  must,  of  necessity,  be  almost  en< 
irely  naval.  The  approaches  from  every  other  direction 
.'zcept  from  the  sea  are  difficult  and  doubtful,  and  uiny  easi- 
y  be  well  secured.  But  so  weak  and  helpless  apfainst  lios- 
lie  approaches  on  the  sea  front  are  our  fellow-citizens  on 
he  Pacific,  that  it  is  within  the  reach  of  any  third  or  fourth- 
-ate  naval  power  with  whom  the  United  States  may  be  at 
ivar  greatly  to  harrass  and  annoy  them.  8o  denenoent  are 
bey  upim  ships  tor  supplies  of  all  kinds,  that  a  nockade  of 
ler  principal  ports  for  a  few  months  would  reduce  the  Stale 
9f  California  to  a  starving  conduion. 

**  The  average  population  of  California,  for  the  Inst  year, 
may  be  estimated  at  900,000;  and  it  may  be  assumed,  that 
during  the  year  there  were  about  9,000  vessi'ls  of  all  dea- 
cripUoos  which  entered  her  ports.  This  estimate  is  suffi- 
ciently accurate  to  show  how  enUrely  dependent  that  coun- 
try is  upon  the  sea,  and  how  vulnerable  from  that  quarter ; 
or  it  proves  that,  In  the  average,  one  ship  is  required  tii 
tupfily  the  wants  and  necessities  of  about  one  hundred  Cal- 
fomians— sulitUe  do  they  iiroduce  except  gold,  and  so  de- 
pendent are  tlicy  upon  foreign  markets.  Vhe  world  would 
lot  adbrd  »ea-going  vessels  enough  at  this  rate  to  fetch  and 
•arry  for  the  people  on  this  nde  of  the  Rocky  mountains ; 
Mr  does  the  world  afford  another  instance  of  a  people  so 
Jcpendent  fnr  supplies  upon  the  sea,  or  so  exposed  and  so 
itterly  helpless  in  case  of  attack  by  sea,  as  are  the  people 
)f  California  in  their  present  condition. 

**  A  hipckade  of  our  Atlantic  ports  might  interfere  with 
3ur  intercourse  abroad,  but  it  could  not  bring  the  people 
lere  to  such  a  degree  of  suffering,  distress^  and  misery  as 
would  be  inflicted  on  the  people  oi  Calilbrnia  by  a  blockade 
>f  their  coast.  The  voyage  by  sea  hence  to  California  and 
Dregon  is  the  longest  voyage  known  to  navigation ;  and  as 
'ar  as  the  naval  defenses  of  that  State  and  Territory  are  con- 
cerned, they  awe  &<  a  colony  in  the  most  distant  part  of  the 
vortd.  which  in  war  the  nnvy  has  to  pnitect,  and  the  route 
o  whicii  would  be  thronged  with  the  enemy  and  beset  with 
langers. 

'*  In  providing  the  means  of  naval  defense,  or  planning  a 
course  of  naval  policy,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  situanon 
md  condition  of  otht'r  nations. 

*<  Seeing,  then,  the  means  of  attack,  and  knowing  theex- 
ent  of  their  resources  at  sea,  and  our  own,  we  can  the  bet- 
er  judge  as  to  the  degree  and  kind  of  preparation  which  it 
leliooves  us  to  make. 

^<  Owing  to  the  great  naval  resources  of  the  States  upon 
he  wall  rs  of  the  Atlantic,  it  never  has  been  and  never  will 
>e  conristeot  with  the  true  policy  of  the  country  to  keep  up 
n  peace  a  standing  navy  in  proporUon  to  the  standing  navies 
>f  ntiier  countries.  Hence,  though  weflndtlie  United  States 
he  first  commercial  nation  for  tonnage,  she  is  only  thefllUi 
n  actual  naval  force.  The  navies  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
tuBsia,  and  Turkey,  all  carry  more  guns  than  the  American 
lavy,  and  the  Egyptian  navy  has  only  seven  guns  less. 

*'  In  proportion  to  commercial  marine,  the  navy  of  the 
Jnited  States  is  the  smallest  navy  in  the  world.  The  na- 
ions  of  Europe  support  navies  that  mount  some  twenty, 
ome  ten,  but  all  more  than  two  guns  for  every  1,000  tons 
tf  eominerclal  shipping  ;  whereas  we  mount,  on  the  aver- 
ige,  rather  less  than  one  giin.  Great  Britain  has  six,  France 
en,  HuMsia  twenty  four  guns  for  evA-y  1,000  tons  of  ship- 
ling  owned  by  their  merchants.  The  naval  force  to  be  kept 
trdinarily  in  commission  should  not,  in  the  judgment  of 
'our  committee,  ever  reach  such  a  flguro  ai*  these  navies 
iresent,  nor  do  the  public  interest*  require  that  in  times  of 
rofound  peace  it  should  exceed  one  third  or  one  fourth  of  • 
he  lowest  of  tliese  rates. 

"  As  commerce  expands  and  increases,  the  demands  upon 
he  navy  tbr  service  alfo  increase  ;  therefore,  there  seems 
o  exi4t  somewhere  a  ratio  between  the  tonnage  of  com - 
nerce  and  the  guns  of  armsd  ships,  which,  if  it  could  be 
tiscovered,  an  eyelwing  turned  to  Uie  degree  of  preparation 
if  other  navies  and  our  own  resources,  would  determine 
he  proper  size  and  the  most  judicious  rate  of  growth  for 
he  American  navy.  That  navy  is  no  larger  now  (br  the 
irotection  of  both  the  Atlantic  and  PaciAc  coasts  than  it 
VHs  for  the  protection  of  the  Atlantic  coast  alone ;  for  the 
iresent  size  was  determined  before  Texas  was  annexed, 
^alitbniia  acqnirt'd,  or  Oregon  occupied.  This  increase 
if  sea  front,  therefore,  would  seem  to  call  for  an  expansion 
if  the  navy.  But  the  committee  do  not  propose  any  enlarge- 
ncnt ;  they  believe  that  the  fmidamenial  changes  already 


suggested  in  the  models  and  armaments  of  our  ships,  to- 
gether with  other  arrangements  which  may  be  easily  adopted 
by  executive  authority  lor  increased  activity  and  efficiency, 
will  render  the  present  force  amply  sufficient  tor  a  peace 
establishment. 

*Mn  the  opinion  of  the^committee  the  naval  resources  of 
the  AUanUc  States,  in  contradistinction  of  the  Pacific  States*, 
are  unrivaled.  The  railroads,  canals,  and  other  great  works 
and  thoroughfares  whicli  penetrate  into  the  interior  and  iu- 
ter^ect  among  the  mountains,  have  converted  almost  every 
forest  into  a  timber  shed  for  the  navy.  The  tonnage  ot  the 
United  States  is  the  greatest  in  the  world.  Our  merchant 
ships  are  unmatched  for  fpeed  and  unequaled  in  size.  We 
build  more  ships  than  any  other  people,  and  we  may  almost 
be  regarded  as  a  naUon  of  ship  builders.  WiUi  Miilors  enouj;  h 
ill  peace  to  man  Uie  largest  commercial  marine  that  ever 
spread  its  sails  to  the  breeze,  we  should  have  from  that  ser- 
vice gallant  tars  enough  in  war  to  man  the  lorgett  tiect  the 
world  ever  saw. 

*^  With  such  means,  resources,  and  facilities  at  command 
for  stretchUig  out  the  naval  arm  upon  the  AUanUc  in  war,  it 
would  be  neither  wise  nor  desirable  in  peace  to  provide 
either  ships  or  guns  according  to  the  numbers  whictf  Great 
Britain  or  any  oUier  nation  may  choose  to  build.  All  things 
cuuhidered,  the  Pacific  coasts  require  the  protection  of  a 
much  lar^r  navy  in  proporUon  than  the  Atlantic ;  (or  the 
case  is  different  there.  We  have  no  private  ship  yards ;  no 
ship- builders;  no  Umber-sheds (  no  railroads  running  from 
the  sea-board  up  into  fbrekts  of  shiptiinber ;  nor  any 
other  oi  Uie  faciliUes  lor  building  up  a  navy.  All  the  mate- 
rials for  creating  a  navy  there  must  be  sent  hence  over  that 
long,  tedious,  and  dangerous  route,  which  in  war  would  be 
controlled  and  commanded  b^  Great  Britain. 

**  First  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  great  highway  to 
Calilbrnia  Is  the  island  of  Bermuda.  Ships  from  Uie  south- 
em  ports  bound  to  the  other  hemisphere  pass  on  one  side 
of  this  island,  while  those  from  the  Northern  States  pass  on 
the  other  side  of  it.  It  is  a  powerful  |iosiUon,  amply  pro- 
vided with  coals,  muniUons  of  war,  and  military  stores  of 
all  sorts.  A  liew  steamers  stiuioned  as  lookouts  off  Uiat 
island  would  give  intelligence  of  the  approach,  in  war,  of 
any  fleet  bound  to  Calilbrnia.  -  Eiicaping  here,  the  rock- 
bound  island  of  St.  Helena,  another  ceoue  of  naval  opera- 
Uons  in  the  South  AtlanUc,  stands  on  the  wayside  of  our 
road  to  California.  But  getUiig  safely  by  this,  we  next  come 
to  the  Falkland  Islands,  another  station  upon  which  the 
BriUsh  navy  is  perched  right  In  the  middle  of  our  road.  Es- 
cape here  would  be  a  miracle ;  (or  at  this  point  the  tracks 
of  all  vessels  cpme  together  preparatory  to  doubling  the 
cape*  But  if  the  fleet  for  the  succor  of  California  should 
patis  by  this  port  without  molestation,  it  would  be  only  to 
encounter  the  storms  and  tempests  of  the  cape,  and  tiiere, 
in  that  inhospitable  region,  to  buffet  with  the  ancient  and 
unsubsidised  allies  of  Umt  proud  realm,  as  the  winds  of 
heaven  were  once  styled  by  a  British  statesman ;  and,  alter 
all  these  dangers  are  passed,  the  haven  we  seek  would  still 
be  three  months  off. 

**  The  idea,  therefore,  of  sending  to  oiu*  PaciAc  coasts  any 
succor  in  time  of  war  around  Cape  Horn,  or  of  furnishing 
any  navy  supplies  by  such  a  route,  is  a  mere  cliimera — 
wholly  and  utteriy  impracticalile. 

**  Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  propose 
to  consider  the  means  of  naval  defence  which  economy, 
true  policy,  and  a  sound  forecast  require  should  be  provided 
for  California  and  Oregon.  Having  determined  Uiat,  they 
propose  to  recommend  a  plan  for  accomplishing  it. 

**  As  to  the  extent  of  the  naval  preparations  which  ought 
to  bcr  mode  in  peace  for  the  defense  in  war  of  any  coast 
line,  there  is  room  for  wide  and  honest  difl'erences  of  opin- 
ion, more  especially  as  ncitiier  the  time  nor  the  motive  of 
that  war  can  be  foreseen,  nor  can  h  be  known  who  the  other 
belligerent  may  be.  But  in  this  case  and  on  this  occasion, 
tiiough  some  degree  of  preparation  is  necessary,  that  pre- 
paration Involves  no  tedious  undertaking  nor  extravagant 
appropriations. 

*<  No  respectable  naval  power  is  to  be  found  on  the  shores 
or  among  the  islands  of  the  PaciAc.  There  is  not  so  much 
even  as  a  dock-yard  to  be  found,  firom  one  extent  to  the 
odier  of  that  vast  ocean.  The  conimitlee  cannot  learn, 
though  inquiry  has  been  made,  that  there  is  a  single  port  in 
the  PaciAc  ocean,  or  along  its  shores,  that  is  at  this  time 
capoble,  with  its  own  resources^  of  building  or  t^uipping 
so  much  even  as  a  second  class  frigate.  Maritime  nations, 
as  England,  France,  and  Russia,  nave  colonies  there,  but 
no  naval  stations  of  any  consequence  whatever. 

"  Hence  It  appears  that  the  naval  supremacy  on  the  tea 
is  easily  acquired,  and  when  once  acquired  a'ld  placed  in 
hands  as  strong  as  tiiose  of  the  United  States,  ii  will  not  be 
likely  soon  to  be  wrested  from  th^m,  or  even  to  be  dii- 
puted.  In  the  event  of  war,  Great  BVitnin  flnding  us  un- 
prepared or  without  navai  resources  in  CaUforiria,  would, 
by  means  of  her  stations  and  other  facilities,  send  a  force 
tiiere  superior  to  die  small  one  now  kept  in  commission, 
and  so  overpower  us ;  at  least,  seeing  that  we  were  unpre- 
pared, she  would  be  induced  to  make  the  attempt. 

**  But  if  at  the  breaking  out  of  war  she  sliould  see  ships 
already  built  and  l>Uig  in  ordinary  in  our  PaciAc  ports;  if 
slie  thould  see  Uifre  the  means  and  facilities  of  equipment 
and  repair — none  of  which  she  has;  if  she  should  also  see, 
in  connexion  with  this  state  of  preparation,  tlie  Marblehead 
and  other  fishermen  whom  the  war  would  throw  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  of  whom  19,000  are  engaged  in  their  hardy 
occupations,  on  the  waters  of  the  PaciAc ;  if  she  should  see 
there  these  very  men,  standing  as  a  corps  of  reserve  and 
ready  to  act,  who,  in  Old  Ironsides  and  otiier  ships,  gave 
her  in  the  last  war  such  cause  of  remembrance,  she  would 
no  doubt  be  disposed  to  leave  us  alone  in  that  quarter. 

**  As  long  as  ships  can  be  built  on  the  Atlantic  and  deliv- 
ered on  the  PaciAc  coast  cheaper  than  tiiey  could  be  built 
there,  true  policy  and  economy  require  that  they  should  be 
built  here  uid  sent  there." 

1  will  detain  the  Senate  but  a  few  minutes  longer 

while  I  express  my  regret  that  the  prevailing 

spirit  of  the  present  Congress  seems  to  be  adverse 

to  the  extension  of  the  system  of  mail  steam-ship 

lines.    There  are  ereat  defects  in  the  system;  but 

these  defects  should  not  be  used  to  destroy  iv.  Let  1 


us  avoid  the  errors  of  former  laws,  but  never  aban- 
don a  system  which  is  intimately  connected  u  ith 
our  commercial  prosperity.  1  shall,  on  a  future 
occasion,  go  more  fully  into  this  subject,  and  con- 
tent myself,  for  the  present,  with  showing  what  i^ 
great  aid  vantage  Qreat  Britain  would  have  m  a  war 
between  the  two  countries,  by  using  for  war  pur- 
poses the  steam-ships  now  employed  by  that  Gov- 
ernment in  currying  the  mails  all  over  the  world. 

In  the  event  of  such  a  war.  Great  Britain  would 
arm  her  mail  steamers  and  fill  them  with  seamen 
to  man  the  prize  vessels  they  may  capture.  She 
has  these  steamers  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 
One  large  gun  upon  each  would  answer  her  pur- 
poses. 

Her  Mediterranean  mail  steamers  would  be  or- 
dered to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Here  they  would 
capture  every  American  vessel  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean sea,'ancl  all  vessels  bound  thither,  and  send 
them  into  Gibraltar  for  confiscation  and  safety. 

Her  Oriental  steamers  would  be  ordered  to 
cruise  off  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  Gasnar,  Macas- 
sar, and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  This  would 
enable  them  to  capture  nearly  every  American 
vessel  in  the  Elast  indies.  Their  prizes  would  be 
sent  to  Singapore  and  Cape  Town,  or  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  for  safety  and  confiscation. 

Her  Rio  and  Rio  de  la  Plate  steamers  would  be 
ordered  to  cruise  on  the  Equator,  and  they  would 
capture  all  the  vessels  that  escaped  round  tneCape 
of  Good  Hope  and  Cape  Horn,  as  Well  as  all  ves- 
sels eoing  to  and  from  Rio  de  la  Plate  and  the 
BrazUs.  Their  prizes  would  be  sent  to  the  Falk- 
land Islands,  St.  Helena,  Jamaica,  and  other 
islands  in  the  West  Indies  for  safety  and  confis- 
cation. 

Her  West  India,  Boston, and  New  York  steam- 
ers  would  be  ordered  to  cruise  ofiT  the  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  their  prizes  would  be  sent  to 
Bermuda  and  Halifax  for  safety  luid  confiscation. 

Her  Havre  steamers  would  capture  all  vessels 
sailing  to  or  from  £urope. 

i  now  come  to  the  North  Pacific  ocean.  Here 
alone  Great  Britain  has  no  fortified  point  where 
her  prizes  could  be  deposited  for  safety  and  con- 
fiscation. But  she  could  soon  remedy  this  defect. 
The  Sandwich  Islands  are  powerless,  and  contain 
some  good  harbors,  and  the  past  history  of  Great 
Britain  shows  that  she  would  nV  hesitate  to  seize 
these  islands,  and  make  their  harbors  the  asylum 
for  her  prizes.  Thus  her  Pacific  steamers  would 
capture  our  whalers  and  merchant  vessels  in  that 
ocean  and  send  them  to  Biron  's  Bay,  or  some  other 
harbor  in  the  Sandwich  islands  for  safety  and  con- 
fiscation.. 

That  this  is  no  exaggerated  statement  of  the 
power  of  the  British  Government  in  the  event  of 
a  wiur  with  this  country,  is  easy  of  demonstration 
had  I  the  time  to  enlur^e  upon  the  sulyect.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  her  mail  steamers 
are  built  with  express  reference  to  their  use  as  war 
steamers.  I  am  informed  that  simuluneously 
with  their  building  armaments,  are  prepared  and 
deposited  at  ports  where  they  can, at  Mhort  notice, 
be  fitted  to  the  vessels,  and  have  them  ready  for 
war  service. 

The  only  point  on  the  ocean,  where  we  have  any 
advantage  over  Great  Britain,  is  in  the  North  Pa- 
cific. As  shown  in  the  report  I  have  just  read, 
tiiere  she  has  no  fortified  harbors,  naval  depdts, 
or  docks  for  the  repair  of  vessels.  Her  steam 
marine  is  weaker  there,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world.  We  have  already  more  than  a  dozen 
steamers  eneaged  in  carrying  the  mails  from  Pa- 
nama to  Cuifornia  and  Oregon.  With  a  fully 
equipped  navy-yard,  and  such  a  dock  as  this  bill 
proposes  to  build,  we  could,  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time,  turn  these  steamers  into  vessels  of 
war,  and  sweep  the  Pacific  ocean,  sendin^r  our 
prizes  into  San  Francisco  for  safety  and  confisca- 
tion. With  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  her 
whole  Pacific  commerce  would  be  destroyed,  and 
her  East  India  possessions  endangered.  Great 
Britain  would  not  engage  in  a  war  with  this  coun- 
try, unless  forced  to  do  so  by  us.  Although  she 
could,  as  stated,  cut  up  and  destroy  our  commerce  , 
with  other  parts  of  the  world,  yet  with  ocean  su- 
premacy on  the  Pacific  in  our  hands,  it  would  be 
a  question  of  the  dismemberment  of  her  empire. 
In  the  North,  we  would  seize  her  North  Ameri- 
can possessions,  and  in  the  Elast  we  would  destroy 
her  dominion  in  Asia. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  dozen  mail  steamers  run- 
ning between  Panama,  California,  and  Oregon, 
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which  we  could  equip  aa  war  Tesseis  in  an  emer- 
gency, if  we  had  tke  necessary  means  of  docking 
and  fitting  them  up.  But  give  us  the  important 
works  asked  for  in  this  bill,  and  we  will  soon  have 
five  times  as  many  steamers,  and  a  vast  naval 
fleet  in  ordinary  in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco;  that 
could  be  speedily  put  in  commission,  and  thus  se- 
cure to  us  the  unaoubted  naval  supremacy  of  that 


ocean. 


But  what  is  our  present  condition  ?  Why,  we 
have  no  means  of  repairing  the  smallest  injury  to 
a  vessel  of  any  size  on  our  Pacific  coast.  If  such 
a  steam  or  sail-vessel  is  injured  in  the  North  Pa- 
cific it  must  be  abandoned,  if  it  is  not  capable  of 
running  down  the  coast,  thousands  of  miles, <o 
Panama  to  be  beached  and  repaired.  The  tide  at 
Panama  rises  upwards  of  twenty  feet,  and  the 
largest  vessel  can  thus  be  beached  icnd  repaired. 
We  have  no  such  natural  advantages  in  the  North 
Pacific.  The  steamer  Republic  struck  on  a  rock 
in  a  fog,  just  before  entering  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco.  She  got  off,  went  into  port,  was  re- 
paired as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  repair  a  vessel 
on  that  part  of  the  coast,  was  dispatched  thence 
for  Panama  with  four  hundred  passengers,  sprung 
a  leak,  and  with  the  greatest  difllculty  got  into 
Acupulco,  and  sunk  in  an  hour  after  she  cast 
anchor.  She  was  a^n  repaired  so  as  to  get  to 
Panama  wiUi  great  difficulty,  endangering  the  lives 
of  the  four  hundred  passengers  and  crew.  On  my 
way  to  take  my  seat'at  this  session  of  Congress, 
the  steamer  Carolina  put  into  Acupulco  in  distress, 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  passengers  on  board,  I 
having  sprung  a  leak  north  or  that  port  in  a  severe  , 
gale,  and  thus  put  in  jeopardy  the  lives  of  every  | 
one  on  board.  With  a  dock,  basin,  and  railway  | 
at  San  Francisco,  every  steamer  that  leaves  with 
such  an  immense  numl>er  of  passengers,  would  be 
examined  before  she  left  port. 

Mr.  BRODHEIAD.  1  have  a  double  purpose 
in  taking  the  floor  at  this  time  for  a  sliort  time. 
In  the  first  place,  I  wish  to  make  some  observa- 
tions by  way  of  a  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Senator  from  California  on  a  former  occasion, 
as  well  as  those  which  he  has  made  to-day.  And 
in  the  second  place,  I  wish  to  rei&nforce  and  sus- 
tain, with  additiontd  facts  and  arguments,  the 
position  which  I  assumed  the  other  da)r,  that  this 
oasin  and  railway  was  not  only  without  die 
recommendation  of  the  Navy  Department,  but 
was  in  opposition  to  it,  and  was  useless  and  un- 
necessary. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  now  to  be  decided 
is  not  whether  we  shall  fortify  the  coast  of  Califor- 
nia— ^the  question  now  before  tlie  Senate  is  not 
whether  we  shall  have  steamers  all  over  the  world. 
The  question,  and  the  only  question,  and  the  only 
point  of  any  importance,  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  is  the  propriety  of 
erecting  a  basin  and  railway  in  connection  with  a 
dry*dock  in  California,  which  would  cost,  as  I 
have  said,  from  4^1,000,000  to  $1,500,000.  And 
I  repeat,  that  it  will  cost  that  sum,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  honorable  Senator  from  California 
has  said,  and  I  will  follow  my  assertion  with  the 
proof  presently.  He  admits  that  it  will  cost  some- 
thing more  than  $800,000.  We  all  know  the  dif- 
ference between  the  actual  cost  of  such  improve- 
ments and  the  original  estimates,  and  that  they 
frequently  cost  twice  as  much  as  the  original  esti- 
mates. These  gentlemen  originally  offered  to 
build  the  railways  for  a  little  more  than  $40,000, 
and  thev  have  received  over  $400,000  for  them. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Senator  says  that 
he  is  anxious  to  have  the  western  coast  fortified. 
I  am  also  anxious  to  have  it  fortified,  and  hence  I 
object  to  this  projected  basin  and  railway,  the 
construction  of  which  would  occupy  five^or  six 
years.  I  will  follow  up  that  assertion  with  the 
proof;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator  is  very  anx- 
ious to  have  the  western  coast  fortified ,  and  our 
commerce  sustained  in  the  Pacific,  he  will  go  with 
me  and  adopt  the  bill  which  I  have  prepa^  as  a 
substitute  for  the  one  now  under  consideration.  I 
hav>  modified  this  bill,  and  prepared  one  in  com- 
.pliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Navy 
Department,  in  favor  of  a  pier,  which  will  cost 
only  $50,000,  notwithstanding  what  the  Senator 
has  said,  in  place  of  the  basin  and  railway,  which 
will  cost  at  least  $1,000,000.  It  could,  also,  be 
constructed  in  a  year  or  sixteen  months,  and  our 
commerce  will  be  aided  in  that  time;  whereas,  the 
project  of  the  Senator  from  California  would  ren- 
der five  or  six  years  necessary.    At  the  last 
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sion,  a  call  was  made  on  the  Navy  Department 
to  say  which  was  preferable,  a  basin  and  railway, 
or  a  pier,  such  as  was  in  use  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
for  the  commercial  marine.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  responded  thus: 

*<  In  reply  to  so  much  or  the  resolution  u  inquires 
*  whether,  in  the  judgment  of  the  head  of  the  Departineut, 
a  dock  could  not  be  conntructed  sufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  navy,  at  much  less  expense  to  tiie  Govern- 
ment than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  act  aforesaid,'  I 
have  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  sectional  dock  alune, 
without  the  addition  of  a  basin  and  railway,  but  with  a  pier 
to  secure  it,  would  answer  every  demand  of  the  navy,  on 
the  coa£t  or  California,  fbr  many  years  to  come,  i^uch  a 
dock  has  recently  raided  the  steam-^liip  Ohio,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Law  &.  Co.,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  which 
ship  is  over  Uiree  hundred  feet  in  length. 

'^  The  cost  of  the  dock  alone  would  certainly  be  much 
less  than  one  half,  and  possibly  not  more  tliaji  one  third,  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  wh(^e  work  as 
herein  stated.  The  addition  of  the  pier  to  secure  it,  and  ren- 
der it  capable  of  use,  would  probably  not  exceed  $50,00U. 
Th«se  can  be  completed  and  ready  Tor  me  in  two  years  at 
most,  and  may  be  in  fifteen  or  twenty  months;  while  the 
addition  of  the  basin  and  railway  will  require  from  fbur  to 
five  years  to  complete  them.'' 

So  that  I  propose  that  within  a  few  months  a 
pier,  in  connection  with  the  floating  dry  dock, 
ordered  at  the  last  session,  shall  be  erected,  in- 
stead of  the  project  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
which  will  require  six  years  to  complete.  I  pro- 
pose to  give  the  proper  protection  to  our  com- 
merce on  that  coast  within  a  year ;  he  proposes 
to  give  it  in  six  years.  That  is  just  the  oifTerence 
between  us,  sir. 

The  Senator  says  that  this  basin  and  railway 
has  been  recommended.  Well,  sir,  although  it 
may  have  been  recommended  by  Mr.  Henshaw — 
who,  by  the  way,  never  was  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  and  never  occupied  a  place  there  out  a 
little  while — the  weight  of  authority  is  against  it. 
I  did  not  look  at  his  report.  I  examined  those 
of  Secretary  Mason,  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  1  can  find  no  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
who  has  recommended  this  project.  All  have 
been  heretofore  opposed  to  it.  And  not  only  were 
they  opposed  to  it,  but,  sir,  so  well  satisfied  was 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  with  regard  to  this 

Jiuestion,  that  they  abrogated  an  alleged  contract 
or  this  basin  and  railway — as  can  w  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  Navj  appropriation  bill.  But 
yet  the  Senator,  notwithstanding;  this  solemn  de- 
cision of  the  Congress,  at  the  last  session  ;  not- 
withstanding the  decision  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, comes  here  ao^ain  with  this  project,  and  at 
the  same  time  complains  of  the  delay  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  naval  establishment  on  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia. Whose  fault  is  it  that  there  is  delay .'  I 
put  that  question  to  the  Senate.  I  did  not  propose 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  ;  I  only  proposed 
this  particular  item  in  this  bill,  and  yet  the  Sena- 
tor from  CaUfornia  directs  his  argument  against 
me,  as  if  I  had  opposed  fortifications  and  a  navy- 
yard  and  depot  on  the  coast  of  California.  I  made 
my  argument,  and  based  it  upon  facts  and  figures, 
to  show  that  a  basin  and  railway  would  not  only 
be  useless,  but  unnecessary. 

The  Senator  says  that  a  pier  will  be  eaten  by 
worms.  I  would  like  to  know  if  this  floating  dry 
dock  will  not  also  be  eaten  up  with  worms. 

Mr.  GWIN.    That  will  be  coppered. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Very  well,  sir;  cannot  you 
copper  a  pier.' 

Mr.  GWIN.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  1  do  not  understand  why 
you  cannot;  you  can  drive  in  copper  nails  all  over 
It,  if  you  please.  If  a  floating  dry-dock  can  be 
preserved  from  being  eaten  by  worms,  the  pier 
can  also  be  preserved;  so  that  there  is  a  perfect 
answer  to  the  argument  of  the  Senator. 

But  the  Senator  says  the  dock  is  not  to  be 
erected  imtil  the  test  is  made  at  Philadelphia.  Tliat 
is  just  the  way  these  docks  have  been  going  on  on 
the  Atlantic  side.  The  gentleman  says  we  have 
a  great  many.  At  whose  instance  have  we  a 
great  many  ?  At  the  instance  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  a  patent  for  them,  and  who  have  ob- 


the  Government.  We  order  the  contnct  to  be 
made,  and  to  be  made  with  particular  pertou, 
thus  excluding  competition;  because  compctitiM 
is  excluded  when  you  order  a  contract  to  be  Bade 
with  certain  individuals,  who  have  a  patent  fatt 
particular  thing. 

He  says  it  is  not  to  be  erected  till  it  is  tmei  m 
Philadelphia  or  Kittery.  Well,  sir,  how  bog  ■ 
this  trial  to  be  delayed .'  This  basin  and  railvay 
were  to  be  erected,  according  to  the  retunttgircn 
in  answer  to  my  call  for  information  on  that  leb- 
ject,  and  were  to  be  completed,  tested,  and  tika 
oflf  the  hands  of  the  contractors  last  June.  8ir, 
although  they  may  have  been  taken  ofi*  the  eoo- 
tractors'  hands,  and  although  they  may  btvegst 
their  money,  no  test  has  ever  yet  been  madt;  ud 
I  find  in  the  deficiency  bill,  reported  in  the  other 
House,  an  item  on  this  subject  which  it  vorth 
mentioning,  to  show  how  these  things  are  mas- 
aged.     It  IS  a  little  curious: 

To  pay  reserved  per  centage,  under  coatract,  fiv  biUiai 
a  dry  dock  at  Philadelphia p^m9 

To  pay  for  dredi^iig  the  river  in  front  of  the  daek     * 
at  FhUadelphia 19,000  M 


This  basin  and  railway  were  to  be  taken  off  their 
hands  last  June,  according  to  the  contract.  A 
vessel  was  taken  there,  but,  of  course,  she  cooM 
not  be  taken  in.  Nevertheless,  the  money  wu 
paid.  The  expenses  go  on  for  dredging,  ara  vc 
must  pay  them,  sir.  We  have  now  expended 
$3,078,000  for  these  docks;  and  that,  teo,  wiiliin 
the  last  five  years;  and  no  Government  rsMcl  or 
ship  of  the  line  has  ever  yet  been  placed  upon  one 
of  them,  to  my  knowledge.  The  Senator  froo 
California  can  correct  me  if  1  am  in  error. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  are  goins  to  build  docks,  let  m 
test  them,  and  not  have  a  little  resoonsibility  <» 
Congress,  and  a  little  on  the  Navy  Departmem. 

I  will  go  a  little,  sir,  into  the  history  of  tW 
docks,  and  how  the  business  has  been  man^, 
and  how  the  money  has  gone  from  the  Treawnr 
We  have  had  this  dock  business  befbre  Congress 
about  eight  years.  That  is  long  enough.  I  ub 
opposed  to  monopolies.  These  gentlemen  htn 
obtained  upwards  of  jp,000,000  for  building  doch 
— that  is  quite  enough,  in  my  opinion,  to  one-se 
of  men ;  they  had  a  paitent,  and  consequently  had 
little  or  no  competition  to  encounter. 

I  will  read  the  amounts  which  they  have  obtain- 
ed, and  then  will  show,  by  their  memoiiaU,  hov 
much  they  proposed  to  build  them  for,  anf)  thm 
the  Senator  from  California  can  see  whether  thi^ 
proposed  structure  in  California  will  not  amoont 
to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  when  I  ibov 
their  propositions  made  some  years  ago,  and  how 
much  these  works  did  actually  cost. 

Up  to  the  year  1842,  or  1843,  this  GoTemmeot 
had  expended  |1,650,446  upon  docks.    We  had 
passed  through  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
war  of  1812,  having  expended  only  that  amount 
I  of  money  for  docks. 

Mr.  DAWSON.    Up  to  what  time? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Up  to  the  time  of  ih« 
commencement  of  the  stone  dock  at  New  Iforir, 
which  was  about  the  year  1842, 1  believe. 

Mr.  BADGER.    It  was  1841. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  Then  we  paid  for  the  stone 
dock  $2,146,255  36.  Then  these  gentlemen  csme 
on  with  their  propositions,  the  one  set  claiming jj 
patent  for  a  particular  kind  of  balance  dock,  «w 
another  for  a  sectional  dock.  The  matter  w»» 
contested  for  some  time  before  Congress,  as  llearn 
from  the  memorial,  and  finally  they  united  togeth- 
er, as  1  learn  from  the  reports  of  the  Departments. 
After  seeing  their  names  separate,  and  quarrelu^ 
before  Congress  for  two  or  three  yeara,!  Bad  thar 
names  all  together  «n  the  last  contract. 

They  have  received  for  a  balance  and  flottinff 

dock  at  Kittery,  and  for  a  basin  and  railfsf j 

$732,905.    They  have  received  for  thesecuonal 

floating  dock  at  Philadelphia,  |402.683;  forabssoi 

and  two  railways  at  the  same  place,  J411»fl59^' 
king  in  aU$813,742for  a  dock  atPhUadelpbia.  Tha 

comes  an  additional  estimate  for  dredgin^f  out, » 


tained  Concessional  docks  in  opposition  to  the     __ „  .. 

recommen&tion  of  the  Navy  Department.  That '  \  $12,000,  according  to  the  bill  reported  in  the  Ho»» 
is  the  way  they  are  meuiaged.  We  have  a  little  I  of  Representatives.  It  has  never  been  tesud.il* 
of  the  responsibility  in  Congress,  and  a  little  at '  thougn  it  was  taken  oflT  the  hands  of  the  contia^ 
the  Navy  Department.  We  order  a  dock  with-  \\  ors  last  June;  and  no  prudent  Seenttryot^ 
out  any  adequate  knowledge  of  the  necessity  for  Navy  would  put  a  vessel  of  the  line  9!\?f 
it;  -and  if  we  were  upon  the  ground  to  examine  '  these  basins  and  railways.  They  rcceired  »«' * 
the  site,  are  we  able  to  judge .>  Is  this  the  proper  1  balance  and  floating  dock  at  Pensacola,  t^'^ 
tribunal  to  judge  of  such  matters,  and  to  make  «  and  for  a  basin  and  railway  $353,235;  and  fof» 
contracts.^  If  contracts  are  to  be  made,  they  I  gate  to  the  entrance  of  the  oasin  ♦1^^*'"^SS 
should  be  made  by  the  Executive  departments  of  il  $921,937  expended  at  Pensacoki.   Thefreca^ 


